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W.L.M. King Speeches Series MG 26 J5

INTRODUCTION

The W.L.M. King Speeches series contains speech notes, drafts, printed copies, newspaper 
reports and comments on speeches. The material is arranged chronologically. A list giving the 
subject, date and place of each speech is available in the King finding aid, number 502. The 
arrangement of the speeches reflects the way the papers came to the National Archives in several 
series of overlapping files. The Bound Volumes contain mainly typewritten speech notes and 
speech material. The Chronological files consist mainly of clippings reporting on speeches as 
well as some typewritten material. The St-Laurent files (so-called because they were received 
from the Prime Minister's Office when Louis St-Laurent was in office) contain both clippings 
and typewritten material.

W.L.M. King, Série des discours, MG 26 J5 

INTRODUCTION

La série des discours du fonds W. L. M. King comprend des ébauches de discours, des textes 
manuscrits et imprimés des discours, des coupures de presses et des commentaires au sujet des 
discours. Les documents sont classés en ordre chronologique. On peut trouver dans l’instrument 
de recherche numéro 502 (King) une liste indiquant le sujet, la date et le lieu de chaque discours. 
Le fait que les discours sont parvenus aux Archives nationales en différentes séries se 
chevauchant se réflète dans leur classement. Les volumes reliés contiennent principalement des 
textes dactylographiés de discours et des documents de référence. Les dossiers chronologiques 
contiennent surtout des coupures de presse relatives aux discours et des documents 
dactylographiés. Les dossiers St-Laurent (ainsi nommés parce qu’ils ont été transférés du Bureau 
du premier ministre lorsque Louis St-Laurent était en poste) comprend également des coupures 
de presse et des documents dactylographiés.



MG 26 King, William Lyon Mackenzie. (1874-1950). Prime Minister of
J Canada.

William Lyon Mackenzie King fonds
Original, 1641, 1703, 1815-1950, 252.710 m. Photocopy, 
1908-1950, 5.000 m. Transcript, 1893-1950, 15.000 m. Finding 
Aid No. 502.

1996-02-02
7-2061

William Lyon Mackenzie King, a grandson of William Lyon 
Mackenzie, was born in Kitchener (then Berlin), Ontario, 17 
December 1874. He attended the University of Toronto 
(B.A., LL.B., M.A.), the University of Chicago, and Harvard 
University (M.A., Ph.D.). His field of study was Political 
Economy, with labour problems as his special interest. In 
1900, he was appointed the first Deputy Minister of Labour 
and editor of the Labour Gazette. In
1908, he resigned to enter the House of Commons and in 1909 
he entered the cabinet as the first Minister of Labour. He 
left politics after his defeat in the election of 1911 and 
from 1914 to 1917, he worked for the Rockefeller Foundation 
investigating industrial relations. He re-entered politics 
in 1919 after he was chosen leader of the Liberal Party.
At the end of 1921, he became Prime Minister and held the 
post (with the exception of three months in 1926) until his 
party's defeat in the election of 1930.
He was Leader of the Opposition until October 1935 when the 
Liberals came back into power. From that time he was Prime 
Minister until he retired on 15 November 1948. He died 22 
July 1950 at his Kingsmere estate.

The William Lyon Mackenzie King Papers were deposited in the 
Public Archives of Canada by the terms of Mr. King's will.
The papers were the property of his literary executors until 
22 July 1975 when they became the property of the Crown. The 
final transfer occurred 30 June 1977.
Access is Restricted.
For the series which are available in microform, the originals 
have been removed from circulation. Researchers must use the 
microform. In the case of the Diaries (J13), transcripts are 
also available.
Some type of finding aid exists for each series in the King 
Papers. The description of each series includes a note about 
that series' finding aid(s). Consult the Prime Ministers and 
Ministers Archives for any possible finding aids in process.
Two original master moulds, recordings of the Carillon Bells 
and King's speech on 1 July 1927, transferred to the 
appropriate division in 1995.



The following portions of the King Papers are available in 
microform: Primary Series Correspondence (J1), Memoranda and 
Notes Series (J4), Volumes 1-409, Speeches (J5) 1899-1932, 
Volumes 1-34, Family Papers (J7) and the Diaries (J13). The 
finding aid for each of these series includes a microfilm 
conversion list.
Public papers, 1876-1950, 208.400 m.; personal papers, 
1641-1969, 48.602 m.
Public Papers.
Primary Series Correspondence, J1 Series. Original,
1889-1950, 44.700m. (Vol. 1-447).

This series consists of the important correspondence both 
from the Prime Minister's Office and from Laurier House. 
The correspondence is arranged alphabetically by author 
within each year, with enclosures and any replies kept 
together. The pages of the entire series are numbered 
consecutively. For the correspondence up to 1921, there 
are both subject and author indexes. The subject index is 
an alphabetical list of subjects. The author index 
consists of index cards. The subject index is also 
available on microfilm reels C-4591 to C-4593. For the 
1922-1950 correspondence, a detailed letter by letter 
index is available on the Prime Ministers CD-ROM. A 
microfilm conversion list for the whole series is 
available in the finding aid and on microfiche. Because 
the 1922-1932 J1 correspondence in Volumes 69-193 (reels 
C-2242 to C-2331) was reboxed after it was microfilmed, 
the volume numbers on the targets and running heads with 
the reels are incorrect.
Check the conversion list for the correct volume number. 
Also available on microfilm, reels C-1901 to C-1952,
C-2242 to C-2331, C-3672 to C-3695, C-3723 to C-3751,
C-4566 to C-4576, C-4860 to C-4872, C-6804 to C-6814,
C-7034 to C-7060, C-9871 to C-9887, C-9166 to C-9181,
C-11035 to C-11055, C-4632.

Prime Minister's Office Correspondence, J2 Series. Original, 
1921-1930, 1935-1948, 52.000m. (Vol. 1-520).

This series consists of the subject files remaining after 
the Primary Series correspondence was selected. A file 
list is available in two separate bound volumes and on 
microfiche.

General Correspondence, J3 Series. Original, 1915-1950, (Vol. 
1-161). 15.200m.

This series consists of personal letters which were kept 
at Laurier House. These letters were left after 
correspondence was selected for the Primary Series (Jl), 
the Family Papers (J7), and the Personal Correspondence 
Series (J8). A box list is available in the finding aid 
and on microfiche, a more detailed author list is 
available in the Political Archives Service.
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Memoranda and Notes, J4 Series. Original, 1887-1950, 43.800 
m. (Vol. 1-432).

Memoranda, notes and some correspondence are found in this 
series, arranged in subject files within four 
chronological periods (1887-1921, 1922-1932, 1933-1939 and 
1940-1950), with additional material at the end. A 
complete file list is available in a separate bound 
finding aid, on microfiche and on the Prime Ministers 
CD-ROM.
Volumes 1-409 are also available on microfilm, reels 
C-1953 to C-1983, C-2475, C-2475A, C-2476 to C-2480,
C-2575 to C-2576, C-2622 to C-2626, C-2693 to C-2731, 
C-4253 to C-4289, H-1471 to H-1562.

Speeches, J5 Series. Original, 1899-1950, 10.600 m. (Vol. 
1-105).

This series contains speech notes, drafts, printed copies, 
newspaper reports and comments. The material is arranged 
chronologically. A list giving subject, date and place of 
each speech is available in a separate bound finding aid 
and on microfiche.
The speeches from 1899-1932 are also available on 
microfilm, reels C-1984 to C-1988, C-2788 to C-2800

Pamphlets and Clippings, J6 Series. Original, 1876-1950, 
42.100 m. (Vol. 1-245).

This series consists of clippings, pamphlets, obituaries 
and brochures arranged alphabetically in subject/nominal 
files. This series is divided into two parts : pre-1921 
and 1921-1950. A file list is available in the finding 
aid and on microfiche.

Personal Papers.
Family Papers, J7 Series. Original, 1880-1950, 6.100 m. (Vol. 
1-31).

This series consists primarily of King's correspondence 
from members of his family. The letters are arranged 
chronologically up to the end of 1917 and after that by 
name of correspondent. A file list is available in the 
finding aid and on the Prime Ministers CD-ROM.
Also available on microfilm, reels H-2244 to H-2270

Personal Correspondence, J8 Series. Original, 1897-1950,
4.000 m. (Vol. 1-41).

This series includes the personal correspondence received 
by King between 1897 and 1950. This correspondence was 
from friends rather than from acquaintances or the general 
public. A file list is available in the finding aid and 
on microfiche.
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Spiritualism, J9 Series. Original, 1919-1950, 1.400 m. (Vol. 
1-7).

This series includes correspondence, publications and 
memoranda arranged in subject files.

Laurier House and Kingsmere, J10 Series. Original, 1919-1950, 
2.800 m. (Vol. 1-28).

This series includes financial, property, hospitality and 
job application files relating to King's two residences.
A file list is available in the finding aid.

Finances, Jll Series. Original, 1907-1950, 1.600 m. (Vol. 
1-16).

This series includes annual statements, material on 
investments, etc. arranged in subject files.

Personal Miscellaneous, J12 Series. Original, 1905-1950,
2.100 m. (Vol. 1-21).

This series consists of subject files on personal matters 
such as cars, church, health, insurance and staff.

Diaries, J13 Series. Original, 1893-1950, 7.420 m. (Vol. 
147-209). Transcript, 1893-1950, 10.760m. (Vol. 1-118, 
127-129, 132-146). Microfiche, 1893-1946, 1949, 492 fiches. 
T-l to T-275, M-l to M-217. Photocopy, 1947-1948, 1950, 1.110 
m. (Vol. 119-126, 130-131).

A list of the diaries and a microfiche conversion list is 
available in the finding aid and on microfiche.

King Family Papers, J14 Series. Original, 1840-1950, 2.000 m. 
(Vol. 1-20).

This series consists of correspondence of members of the 
King family with persons other than W.L.M. King. Included 
are the papers of John and Christina King, Mr. and Mrs. 
John King, Isabel King, Dr. and Mrs. Macdougall King, Mr. 
and Mrs. H.M. Lay, and the Lindsey family. A file list is 
available in the finding aid and on microfiche.

Souvenirs, J15 Series. Original, 1641, 1703, 1815-1950, 7.250 
m. (Vol. 1-18).

This series, rearranged in 1981, contains a wide variety 
of material including programmes, historical documents and 
memorabilia collected by Mackenzie King. It is organized 
by type of document. A file list is available with the 
finding aid and on microfiche.

Election Campaign Posters, J16 Series. Original, 1940, 0.002 
m.

These posters are in horizontal storage, 6 pages.
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Literary Executors of the King Estate, J17 Series. Original, 
1938-1969, 1.800 m. (Vol. 1-9).

Included is the correspondence of the Literary Executors, 
1950-1958, relating to the writing of the W.L.M. King 
biography and the placement of the King Papers in the 
Public Archives. Also included are financial records of 
the Rockefeller Foundation grant for the W.L.M. King 
memoir project, 1950-1957. A file list is available with 
the finding aid and on microfiche.

McGregor, F.A., J18 Series. Original, 1950-1956, 0.100 m.
(Vol. 1).

F.A. McGregor; Secretary to Deputy Minister of Labour, 
1909-1910; teacher at Woodstock College, 1913-1914; 
assisted King in his studies in industrial relations under 
the Rockefeller Foundation, 1914-1919; private secretary 
to Leader of the Opposition and to the Prime Minister of 
CanAAada, 1919-1925; Registrar, Combines Investigation Act, 
1925-1937; Commissioner, Combines Investigation Act, 
1937-1949; member of the Wartime Prices and Trade Board, 
1939-1950, and enforcement administrator, 1941-1946; 
literary executor and a trustee of the estate of W.L.M. 
King. The papers were presented in 1980 by Mr. A.N. 
McGregor.
Correspondence between F.A. McGregor, the literary 
executors and others involved in the estate and in the 
biography of King, as well as personal correspondence. A 
file list is available with the finding aid.

Royal Trust Estate Papers. J19 Series. Original, 1950-1960, 
0.160 m. (Vol. 1-2).

This series consists of the Royal Trust Company files 
relating to the W.L.M. King estate. File list.

Card Indexes, J20 Series. Original, n.d., 1919-1945, 9.300 m. 
(Vol. 1-31).

Comprises fourteen separate card indexes: Mackenzie King 
Papers (nominal), vols. 1-4; Liberal candidates, 1940 and 
1945 elections, vol. 5; birthday and Christmas (nominal), 
vols. 6-8; biographical, vol. 9; birthday and Christmas 
acknowledgments - subjects, vols. 10-11; speeches, vols. 
12-13; King's papers D-U, vol. 14, papers 1880-1919, vols. 
15-16; war records, vols. 17-18; autograph letters, 
invitations, photographs, correspondence - British, U.S., 
Foreign A-Z, vol. 19; Canada correspondence (nominal), 
vols. 20-22; Mackenzie King papers F-Z, vols. 24-25; 
Mackenzie King papers 1922-1925, vols. 26-30; nominal,
A-6, vol. 31.

Political Archives Section.
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King, William Lyon Mackenzie (1874-1950). Premier ministre du 
Canada.

Fonds William Lyon Mackenzie King
Original, 1641, 1703, 1815-1950, 252.710 m. Photocopie, 
1908-1950, 5.000 m. Transcription, 1893-1950, 15.000 m. 
Instrument de recherche no 502.

1996-02-02

William Lyon Mackenzie King, petit-fils de William Lyon 
Mackenzie, est né à Kitchener (alors Berlin), Ontario, le 
17 décembre 1874. Il étudie aux universités de Toronto 
(B.A., LL.B., M.A.), de Chicago et Harvard (M.A., Ph.D).
Il se spécialise en économie politique et s'intéresse 
particulièrement aux problèmes ouvriers. En 1900, il est 
nommé premier sous-ministre du Travail et rédacteur de la 
Gazette du travail. Il démissionne en 1908 pour entrer à 
la Chambre des communes ; en 1909, il devient le premier 
ministre du Travail. Il quitte la politique après sa 
défaite aux élections de 1911 et de 1914 à 1917, il étudie 
les relations industrielles à la Rockefeller Foundation.
Il revient à la politique en 1919 après avoir été élu chef 
du parti Libéral. En 1921, il devient premier ministre et 
conserve ce poste (sauf pour quelques mois en 1926) jusqu'à 
la défaite de son parti aux élections de 1930.
Il est chef de l'Opposition jusqu'à la reprise du pouvoir 
par les Libéraux en 1935. Il réintègre alors son poste de 
premier ministre qu'il conservera jusqu'à sa retraite en 
novembre 1948. Il meurt le 22 juillet 1950 dans son 
domaine de Kingsmere.

Les papiers W.L. Mackenzie King furent déposés aux Archives 
publiques du Canada conformément au testament de M. King. Les 
papiers sont demeurés la propriété de ses exécuteurs 
littéraires jusqu'au 22 juillet 1975, date à laquelle ils sont 
devenus celle de la Couronne. Le dernier transfert eut lieu 
le 30 juin 1977.
Accès contrôlé.
Les originaux pour les séries aussi disponible sur microforme 
ont été retirés de la circulation. Les chercheurs doivent 
consulter le microforme. Les Journaux intimes (J13) sont 
aussi disponible comme les transcriptions.
Les instruments de recherche des papiers King ne sont pas 
encore tous terminés. La description de chaque série comprend 
une note explicative sur son (ses) instrument(s) de recherche. 
Consultez les archives des premiers ministres et ministres 
pour les instruments de recherche en préparation.
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Deux matrices originales des enregistrements du Carilon de la 
Paix et du discours de King, 1er juillet 1927 ont été confiées 
à la division appropriée.
Les séries suivantes sont disponibles sur microformes ; 
Première série de correspondance (Jl), Mémoires et notes (J4), 
Volumes 1-409, Discours (J5), 1899-1932, Volumes 1-34, Papiers 
de famille (J7), et Journaux intimes (J13). L'instrument de 
recherche de chacune de ces séries comprend une liste de 
conversion des microfilms.
Papiers publics, 1876-1950, 208.400 m; papiers personnels, 
1641-1969, 48.602 m.
Papiers publics. Original,
Première série de correspondance. Série Jl. Original, 
1889-1950, 44.700m. (Vol. 1-447).

Cette série comprend un choix des lettres les plus 
importantes des dossiers du cabinet du premier ministre et 
des dossiers de la maison Laurier. La correspondance est 
classée par ordre alphabétique d'auteur pour chaque année 
avec pièces jointes et réponses réunies à la lettre 
principale et numérotées consécutivement. Il existe un 
index des auteurs et des matières pour la correspondance 
antérieure à 1921. L'index des auteurs est sur fiches et 
l'index des matières consiste en une liste alphabétique 
des sujets. L'index des matières est également sur 
microfilm (bobine C-4591 à C-4593). Pour la période 
1922-1950, un index détaillé est disponible sur le CD-ROM 
des premiers ministres.
Une liste de conversion des numéros de bobines de la série 
est disponible dans 1'instrument de recherche et sur 
microfiches. Parce que la correspondance de la série Jl 
pour les années 1922 à 1932, volumes 69-193 (bobines 
C-2242 à C-2331) a été reboîtée après le microfilmage, les 
numéros de volumes apparaissant dans les entêtes des 
microfilms sont inexacts. Il faut donc vérifier la liste 
de conversion pour avoir le bon numéro de volume.
Aussi disponible sur microfilm, bobines C-1901 à C-1952, 
C-2242 à C-2331, C-3672 à C-3695, C-3723 à C-3751, C-4566 
à C-4576, C-4860 à C-4872, C-6804 à C-6814, C-7034 à 
C-7060, C-9871 à C-9887, C-9166 à C-9181, C-11035 à 
C-11055, C-4632.

Correspondance du Cabinet du premier ministre. Série J2. 
Original, 1921-1930, 1935-1948, 52.000m. (Vol. 1-520).

Cette série comprend les dossiers-matière non compris dans 
la première série de correspondance. La liste des 
dossiers est disponible dans deux volumes reliés 
séparément ainsi que sur microfiches.
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Correspondance générale. Série J3. Original, 1915-1950, 
15.200 m. (Vol. 1-161). Photocopie, 8 pages.

Cette série comprend des lettres personnelles que King 
conservait à la maison Laurier et qui n'ont pas été 
retenues dans la première série (Jl), dans la série des 
papiers de famille (J7) ni dans celle de la correspondance 
générale (J8). Une liste des boites est disponible dans 
1'instrument de recherche. Une liste des auteurs est 
disponible au Service des archives politiques.

Mémoires et notes. Série J4. Original, 1887-1950, 43.800 m. 
(Vol. 1-432).

Les mémoires, notes et quelques lettres qui n'étaient pas 
inclus dans la correspondance se trouvent dans cette série 
et sont classés en quatre périodes chronologiques : 
1887-1921, 1922-1932, 1933-1939 et 1940-1950 avec matériel 
additionnel à la fin. Une liste complète des dossiers est 
disponible dans un volume relié, sur microfiche et sur le 
CD-ROM des premiers ministres.
Les volumes 1-409 sont aussi disponibles sur microfilms, 
bobines C-1953 à C-1983, C-2475, C-2475A, C-2476 à C-2480, 
C-2575 à C-2576, C-2622 à C-2626, C-2693 à C-2731, C-4253 
à C-4289, H-1471 à H-1562.

Discours. Série J5. Original, 1899-1950, 10.600 m. (Vol. 
1-105).

Cette série comprend des notes de discours, des 
brouillons, des copies imprimées, des commentaires et 
comptes rendus de journaux classés par ordre 
chronologique. Une liste donnant le sujet, la date et 
l'endroit de chaque discours se trouve dans un instrument 
de recherche relié séparément et sur microfiche.
Les discours de 1899-1932 sont aussi disponibles sur 
microfilm, bobines C-1984 à C-1988, C-2788 à C-2800

Brochures et coupures de journaux. Série J6. Original, 
1876-1950, 42.100m. (Vol. 1-245).

Cette série contient des coupures de journaux, des 
dépliants et des brochures qui sont classées 
alphabétiquement dans des dossiers de noms et de sujets. 
Cette série est divisée en deux parties : les documents 
antérieurs à 1921 et ceux de 1921 à 1950. Une liste est 
disponible dans 1'instrument de recherche et sur 
microfiche.

Papiers personnels.

Papiers de famille. Série J7. Original, 1880-1950, 6.100 m. 
(Vol. 1-31).

Cette série contient des lettres écrites à King par des 
membres de sa famille. La correspondance est en ordre 
chronologique jusqu'à la fin de 1917; après cette année, 
elle est classée par correspondant. Une liste des 
dossiers est disponible dans 1'instrument de recherche et 
sur le CD-ROM des premiers ministres.
Aussi disponible sur microfilm, bobines H-2244 à H-2270.



Correspondance personnelle. Série J8. Original, 1897-1950, 
4.000 m. (Vol. 1-41).

Cette série comprend la correspondance reçue par King 
entre les années 1897 et 1950. Cette correspondance 
provenait de ses amis plutôt que de ses connaissances ou 
du public en général. Une liste des dossiers est 
disponible dans 1'instrument de recherche et sur 
microfiche.

Spiritisme. Série J9. Original, 1919-1950, 1.400 m. (Vol. 
1-7).

Cette série comprend des lettres, des publications et des 
mémoires classés par matière.

Maison Laurier et Kingsmere. Série J10. Original, 1919-1950, 
2.800 m. (Vol. 1-28).

Cette série comprend des lettres ayant trait à des plans, 
des meubles, etc., des résidences de King. Elle est 
organisée en dossiers-matière. Une liste des dossiers est 
disponible dans 1'instrument de recherche.

Finances. Série Jll. Original, 1907-1950, 1.600 m. (Vol. 
1-16).

Cette série comprend des états annuels, des documents 
relatifs à des placements, etc., organisés en 
dossiers-matières.

Papiers personnels divers. Série J12. Original, 1905-1950, 
2.100 m. (Vol. 1-21).

Cette série comprend des dossiers-matières sur des 
affaires personnelles (voitures, église, clubs, santé, 
assurances et personnel).

Journaux intimes. Série J13. Original, 1893-1950, 7.420 m. 
(Vol. 147-209). Microfiche, 1893-1950, 492 fiches. T-l à 
T-275, M-l à M-217. Transcription, 1893-1946, 1949, 10.760 m. 
(Vol. 1-146). Photocopie, 1947-1948, 1950, 1.110m.

Une liste des journaux intimes et une liste de conversion 
de ces journaux sur microfiche, sont disponibles dans 
1'instrument de recherche et sur microfiche.

Papiers de la famille King. Série J14. Original, 1840-1950, 
2.000 m. (Vol. 1-20).

Cette série comprend la correspondance des membres de la 
famille King avec d'autres personnes que W.L.M. King. On 
y trouve des lettres de John et Christina King, M. et Mme 
John King, Isabel King, Dr. et Mme Macdougall King, M. et 
Mme H.M. Lay et la famille Lindsey. Une liste des 
dossiers est disponible dans 1'instrument de recherche et 
sur microfiche.
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Souvenirs. Série J15. Original, 1641, 1703, 1815-1950, 7.250 
m. (Vol. 1-18).

Cette série ré-organisée en 1981, comprend une variété de 
documentation y compris des programmes, des documents 
historiques, des souvenirs collectionnés par Mackenzie 
King. Elle est organisée par type de document. Une liste 
des dossiers est disponible dans 1'instrument de recherche 
et sur microfiche.

Affiches de la campagne électorale. Série J16. Original, 
1940, 0.002 m.

Ces affiches sont dans le classeur horizontal, 6 pages.
Exécuteurs littéraires de M. King. Série J17. Original, 
1938-1969, (Vol. 1-9).

Cette série comprend de la correspondance des exécuteurs 
littéraires, 1950-1958, au sujet de la biographie de 
W.L.M. King et les documents sur le dépôt des papiers de 
M. King aux Archives publiques. Il y a aussi des dossiers 
financiers ayant trait à la fondation Rockefeller et au 
don de celle-ci au projet des mémoires de King, 1950-1957. 
Une liste des dossiers est disponible à 1'instrument de 
recherche et sur microfiche.

McGregor F.A. Série J18. Original, 1950-1956, 0.100 m.
F.A. McCregor; Secrétaire du sous-ministre du Travail, 
1909-1910; professeur au Collège Woodstock, 1913-1914, 
assista W.L.M. King lorsqu'il fit des études en relations 
industrielles grâce à une bourse de la fondation 
Rockefeller, 1914-1919; secrétaire particulier du chef de 
l'opposition et du Premier ministre du Canada, 1919-1925; 
greffier, Loi relative aux enquêtes sur les coalitions, 
1925-1937; commissaire, Loi relative aux enquêtes sur les 
coalitions, 1937-1949; membre de la Commission des prix et 
du commerce en temps de guerre, 1939-1950, et agent 
d'exécution, 1941-1946; l'un des exécuteurs littéraires et 
des fiduciaires de la succession de W.L.M. King. Les 
papiers ont été présentés aux Archives en 1980 par A.N. 
McGregor.
Correspondance entre F.A. McGregor, les exécuteurs 
littéraires et les diverses autres personnes concernées 
par la succession et la biographie de W.L.M. King. Une 
liste des dossiers est disponible dans 1'instrument de 
recherche.

Trust Royal. Série J19. Original, 1950-1960, (Vol. 1-2). 
Cette série comprend les dossiers de la compagnie Trust 
Royal concernant la succession de W.L.M. King.
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Fichiers index. Série J20. Original, n.d., 1919-1945, 9.300 
m. (Vol. 1-31).

Les quatorze fichiers, comprennent un index nominatif, 
vols. 1-4; les candidats Libéraux, les élections de 1940 
et 1945, vol. 5; les cartes de souhaits - nominatif, vols. 
6-8; un index biographique, vol. 9; les réponses des 
cartes de souhaits - sujets, vols. 10-11; les discours, 
vols. 12-13; les papiers de King, D-U, vol. 14; les 
papiers 1880-1919, vols. 15-16; les archives de guerre, 
vols. 17-18; les lettres signées, les invitations, les 
photos, la correspondance - anglaise, américaine, 
étrangère, vol. 19; Canada - la correspondance - 
nominative, vols. 20-22; les papiers de Mackenzie King 
F-Z, vols. 24-25; les papiers de Mackenzie King 1922-1925, 
vols. 26-30; un fichier nominatif A-6, vol. 31.

Section des archives politiques.
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Vol File/Dossier Subject/Sujet Dates Pages Reel\Bobine

62 Canada and the War, Radio address by King 8 Mar. 1940 D 37761 - D 37786

62 Campaign Speech of Mr. King 10 Mar. 1940 D 37787 - D 37899

62 Re: Toronto Meeting, Massey Hall 14 Mar. 1940 D 37900 - D 38029

62 Draft Broadcasts, General Elections, 1940, 
Radio

Mar. 1940 D 38030 - D 38154

62 Ottawa meeting, Auditorium 25 Mar. 1940 D 38155 - D 38175

62 Results of Election 26 Mar. 1940 D 38176 - D 38182

63 "The Present Outlook". Speeches outside 
Parliament

30 Apr. 1940 D 38183 - D 38203

63 German Invasion of Belgium and the 
Netherlands, King Radio Address

10 May 1940 D 38204 - D 38216

63 Speech of Mr. King on Suspension of House 
proceedings and re: The Appointment of the 
Hon. R.B. Hanson, as House Leader of the 
Conservative Party

16 May 1940 D 38217 - D 38221

63 Speech on the Address in reply in Parliament 20 May 1940 D 38222 - D 38224
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22 Oct. 1920 Moose Jaw, 3ask

Government autocraty vs. 
Progressive of the West.
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‘This* new National Government Party♦

When was it formed?

Who chose its leader?

V/hat is its platform?

Lot of promises#

Dr« Ivlanlon dolnp; what Stevens did.

Desert his own Party.

Create a new Party.

Write out platform himself. 

Supplement platform with promises. 

Chose the leader himself.

Baptize the candidates himself. 

Note : v/hat happened to Stevens#
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ROYAL YORK HOTLL

Rte Eon, WeL, Mackenzie King
Room Nos#
1634-5-7

H.R.L. Henry, Esq. 1639
E. Handy, Esq. 1641

J.S. Nicol 1636

Rt. Hon. Ernest Lapointe 1646-50

Hon. N. McLe Rogers 1546-50
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Massey Hall Meeting
JM

Reference to those present,
public appearances in Ontario, 

and elections.

Reference to the issues in the campaign 
itself,

drawing attention to my having 
confined myself entirely to the 
matter of the war.

Reference to seeing things in truer 
light at present as v/e are

getting near the election:
(1) the dissolution;

(2) the significance of
National Government.

election inBring'in reference
war-time and choosing a war

r/
government 

also Prime Ministerfs responsibility 
in what he does not do as well

as what he does do./

ûté&syv'f .
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Reference to those oresent . . Duoappearing with colleagues
one of the oldest - 36 years 
one of the youngest 
candidates
representative Liberals 
prominent citizens#

Regret at being unable to make more
public appearances

fortunate in lieutenants•
The issue of the campaign?

!• Issues determined by circumstances
2* A year ago, many issues

relative to domestic affairs•
3. But one issue - Canadafs War Effort

What Government can best continue to plan
organize, maintain and direct the
war effort of Canada#

Upon wisdom of choice depends part 
Canada will play; efficiency and 
extent of its contribution, and 
conceivably outcome of war#

Issues narrowed down by nominations.
Parties In the field.
Liberal or National Government*
Which best able to govern -

which most truly national.
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Dr» Manion at Kingston*

Country before party,
Party before country.

(Was Sir John putting party before 
country all years except before 
Confederation.)

Dr* Manion says he is following example 
of 2
Sir John A* - before Confederati 
Sir Robert Borden - in 1917*

Was this only time country was before 
Party by Sir John and Borden -
other leaders.
Specific issues - make govt* itself

possible*
- conscription.

Note how National Government formed.
Leaders lmown•
Policy known, etc#

Speaks of examples of England
lm National Government - not on war 
2* Australia*
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Man!on National Government

how formed

Says got support of M.P. 's
Says got support of Provincial

leaders#
Compare

Conservative Convention, etc 

Social Reconstruction by Stevens

Possible results:
(1) Leader and following
(2) No leader and “

(3) Leader and no following

what guarantees.

Man!on changes his views

A National Govt, not in public
interest.

Not 4 pilots at a wheel stirring in 
different directions.

An Opposition essential.
Sir Wilfrid1s attitude. 

Responsibllity^^not monopoly
£ checks* (1) Opposition

2) Public service
3) Senate

„ . . 14J Public opinionExpert assistance ^
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Can Govt» be formed out of groups 
that have defeated present administration,

(Manionfs plan of national govt.
Implies defeating first one of parties 
he wishes to join him)

(a) capable of maintaining national
unity

(b) making the maximum v/ar effort.

Is it true Liberals for Party, not
Country

Not putting party ahead of country
Liberals re estimates last parliament 

vs. Manion - no support
- cutting down estimate:

when no election last July.

Announced Canada beside Britain
Policy presented to Parliament.
In war effort since•
In not extending term of Parl’t.
In not having Union Govt.
When Lapointe etc. fought Duplessis.
Sought a general election instead of 

office -
preserve constitution.
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Is Manion putting country first with

Promises?
Challenge anyone my public life 

v/hen Party first#

iiuiurma

Would we put country first If we did
what Dr# Manion proposes*

See Manion’s own
Combine New Democracy 

" CeC.F,
11 Tories
and abandon Opposition

Create class war in times of war
Why Government ready to carry on, 

and are needed#
Need for a strong National Government

The issue as I see it#
A mandate necessary



Following is a Canadian
Press summary of nominations by 
parties for the Dominion general 
elections :
(Ottawa Morning Citizen - March 12, 1940)

Liberals 244
National Government candidates. 213
Co-operative Commonwealth 

Federation • • e e 96

New Democracy 28

Others: Communists
Unity
United Reform 
Independents, etc 91



L. W. B./G. 
10. 3. 40.

DS.9.1 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRIME MINISTER :

In connection with your Toronto speech the 
following suggestions are offered:

1. Analyze Dr. Manionf s criticisms on the following
basis:

(a)What is his war policy? It in no way offers 
any alternative to the vigorous policy which
has hitherto been pursued# It attempts to
confuse the issue by trivialities and person­
alities# Sxach criticism at a time when the 
world is in agony is unworthy both of the 
great issue and of a great nation.

(b)Take Dr. Manion’s promises one by one. 
e. g#, x Abolition of the radio licenses.

Embargo on American coal.

VnC'—ÆUÇwW .

The fixing of wheat prices, etc.etc# 
Emphasize that they have nothing whatever to
do with the v/ar policy. Dr# Man ion has tried 
to make the vigorous prosecution of the war 
an election issue# He offers no definite 
criticism and no definite alternative# The 
only policy he is suggesting consists of a 
series of reckless promises, not only not 
connected with thewar, but designed to weaken 
the financial position of this country which 
will be called upon to bear heavy burdens#

NOTE : x Believe that extended reference to
radio license in Toronto may be 
mistake as that was place where most 
opposition centred. If anything is 
said, however, point out:

1. License established by
Conservatives•

2. Admittedly necessary for
National System.

3# How does Dr. Manion propose 
to finance radio?

4. Does he wish radio wholly 
commercial?

5# Does he wish it to be paid for by taxpayers?
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2.
6# Does he wish Canadian

radio to be completely 
donated by American chains?

2, Justify the calling of the election at this time
on the need of disposing of internal controversial 
matters before further tragic events develop• Point 
out how the situation of the world on the day on 
which you speak is even far more serious, as you 
had expected it would be, than on the day when 
parliament dissolved# Explain how the reckless and 
unfounded criticism which is being advanced on the 

, hustings, and v/ould also have been advanced in 
parliament, has been used to weaken us in the eyes 
of neutral observers# Show also how your Ontario 
critics have provided aim unit ion for German 
broadcasters#

3. A reference to the March or Time picture might
be useful• Especially as it was spontaneously 
projected and independently filmed by a great 
American newspaper. Stress the fact that the 
government had nothing whatever to do with the Idea 
of the filming of the picture# Its objective treatment 

and impartial presentation of essential facts will be of 
untold benefit to the Canadian and Allied cause in 
neutral countries. What will American people think 
of favourable picture of Canada being labelled as 
political propaganda# Apparently some men are so 
politically ambitious that they are detenuined that 
the people of Ontario shall not share the national 
pride in the presentation of our war effort,

4# Repeat the figures of expenditure already the
subject of press interview#

5. Repeat briefly main misrepresentations of Dr.
Man!on with respect to air training agreement•
Read Lord Riverdale*s farewell statement#

6# Repeat in terms of numbers of men and numbers
of dollars, Canada* s military, naval, air and war 
effort#

Repeat essenti^il^facts concerning the protection 
of consumer by War Board •

7
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3,

8• Stress confidence in and justice of Canada’s
cause as evidenced by the fact that there is no 
division of opinion in Canada as evidenced by 
the Quebec Election. That belief in justice has 
been transmuted into gigantic war effort and 
determination to give Allies the kind of help they 
want.

9, Attack all those who attack Canada’s war
effort. Read statements from British press,
American press, English public men and Columbia 
Broadcaster, expressing amazement at our effort 
and bewilderment at the criticism it has received.

10. In dealing with Br, Manion’s promises ask 
how h-e, without consultation with his colleagues 
(particularly if his colleagues form a so-called 
National Government of divergent views) he 
reconciles the unconsidered and unsupported making 
of promises with the doctrine of collective cabinet 
responsibility. State that you throughout your whole 
life have never committed and do not propose to 
commit the country to promises affecting either 
internal or external policy without consultation
and resultant agreement.

11. « Stress seriousness of task and weight of
burden placed upon those responsible for government 

| in time of war. It is not enough that they shall 
! be supporte^vvith a halfhearted vote, it is 
necessary £era dhect and unquestioned mandate.
This involves an overwhelming vote to sustain the 
government in the dark days ahead.

12. With reference to censorship, some statement 
should be made. It is necessary, however, to 
check list of official statements by C.B.C. etc.
Some suggestions will be sent to you in the morning 
when this material has been obtained.

L. W. B
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NOTES FOR REPLY TO MR. HANSON

Proposed to deal v/ith main point raised :

"Canada should have a war cabinet.... composed 

of the ablest administrators available, and 

with no partisan tinge."

Will not follow speech in detail—contradictoiy and confusing. 

Examples :

Inadequate effort vs. staggering cost ;

Commends opposition to inflation, but thinks 

inflation may come;

Charge of partisanship, as usual, made without supporting 

evidence. (Quote Marsh re.)

Canada faced not with failure of government but failure 

of opposition.

Mr. Hanson stated purpose of opposition

"not to indict the government for past failures 

but to help the government to present and future 

achievements."



2.

Yet speech without a specific constructive suggestion;

filled with general recrimination e.g.
,fthe record of the past eighteen months stands at 
an all-time high in futility.1’

Government does not claim all wisdom, all strength and 
all loyalty;
Would welcome 11 ablest administrators”
Has sought them everywhere, and added many to war­
time services.

Let Opposition give specific names of
"ablest administrators” to work out "master plan”; 
Names will be considered on three conditions :
1# Fitness for office;
2. Willingness to serve ;
3. Ability to find seats in Parliament.

Difficult to find men without partisan affiliations with 
real experience of public affairs.

No use making shadow cabinets : want only names of men
willing to serve



3

Public life made less attractive by misinterpretation 

and unfair destructive criticism.

Re : Canada in front line

Dangerous tendency to measure war effort by 

length of casualty lists.

(Quote McNaughton re.)

,fA few airmen in England... .men in training in England" (Hanson)

Deliberate be-litting of efforts of thousands of 

Canadians ;

Canadian Corps at front in battle of Britain;

Canadian destroyers in British waters;

Air squadrons kept down in early stages to keep 

training up;

Canadians not in Libya or in Singapore ; but in 

Iceland and Britain equally exposed.

Government ready to welcome friendly help and constructive 

criticism of Opposition ;

but object to deliberate campaign to discredit 

government chosen by the Canadian people to 

prosecute the war.
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Wurns Timid King Regime 
u * 'hiding U.S. Isolationists

Brantford, Feb. 19—John MacCor- 
mac, Washington correspondent of 
the New York Times, said in an in­
terview here that “the Dominion of 
Canada is in a position to play an 
important part as an intermediary 
between the United States and Great 
Britain, but she is very strikingly not 
doing it.”

Once Ottawa correspondent of the 
Times and author of a book on in­
ternational affairs entitled Canada. 
America's Problem, Mr. MacCormac 
said Canada is not using her great 
influence in Washington on behalf of 
Great Britain. “Canada is preserv­
ing « deep and impenetrable silence

at the very time when future rela­
tions between the two halves of the 
English-speaking world are being de­
termined by debate over the lend- 
lease bill.

He said isolationists in the 
United Stales were making a talking 
point of that part of Canadian 
policy by which the statement of 
Britain's dollar resources in America 
did not include Canada’s holdings. 
Most needed in Washington was not 
more Canadian representation but a 
change in Canadian policy. He said 
Ottawa had “muzzled” Canada's of­
ficial representatives “to the benefit 
of the American isolationists rather 

the interventionists.”
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LINCOLN — "Half Slave, Half Free"

We are now seeing the picture on a World 

scale. The totalitarian states are creating a slavery 

of their part of the world;

if they win, they will leave only a little 

part of the world which is free;

if the dictators win, after the war the 

World will really be half slave and half free.

Previously, the United States thought they 

could exist as a free entity. They now understand the 

issue, and especially the moral issue clearly. This will 

be the essence of the struggle from now on; and realiza­

tion of this fact is the real contribution which the 

United States will make.



PRIME MINISTER - House of Commons, 
___________________January 25, 1940:

"If we have to carry the grave 
responsibilities of office in war, and at a 
time of war such as the present, then we must 
be fortified by the voice of this country ex­
pressed in no uncertain terms. If there is 
any group of men more capable of carrying on 
Canada’s war effort and likely to do so more 
effectively, then the people should have the 
right to entrust them with that great obligation. 
We propose to leave it to the people of Canada 
to say whom they wish to carry on the Covern- 
ment of Canada in this period of World War."



PRESS CLIPPINGS Office of

The Prime Minister

Name of Publication................... P.ï ^ i.? .®5.

Date Marçhe15, 1943

Subject

War Cabinet For War Policy
Prime Minister Mackenzie King could well 

decline, for practical reasons, to appoint 
parliamentary under-secretaries to relieve 
cabinet ministers from attendance in the 
House of Commons under present conditions. ! 
The necessity of dealing with details of ! 
administration is obviously tending to be­
come an intolerable burden on some of the 
the key ministers, but members of parlia­
ment must have largely agreed with the 
prime minister’s statement last Thursday:

... I do not believe the House would 
be satisfied with answers from under­
secretaries with respect to questions in 
connection with this measure.
Parliamentary duties are making heavy 

demands on some cabinet ministers whose

navy’s administrative head in the cabinet. 
He could similarly appoint Henry L. Stim- 
son, former secretary of state in a Republi­
can cabinet, to be United States minister 
of war.

Canada's constitution is modelled more 
after British parliamentary practice. In the 
United Kingdom, however, Prime Minister 
Churchill took steps almost immediately 
after assuming office to appoint a war cab­
inet—without limitations of party politics. 
Experience in the last war demonstrated the 
necessity of this council of cabinet ministers 
to be concerned entirely with the direction 
of war policy. The need of similar action 
in Canada is being made apparent from day 
to day on Parliament Hill in Ottawa.

energies should be devoted entirely to the 
direction of war policy. At the same time, 
private members have duties to perform, 
including the closest possible scrutiny of j 
public expenditures.

A Liberal member. John M. Turner of 
Springfield, expressed the opinion of many 
Canadian people last Thursday in the House 
when he protested against distracting 
politics with little or no bearing on the real

It would be no service to Canada in this 
war, nor to the cause of democracy, to re­
press the private members. They are 
supposed to represent public opinion. Even 
when members ask troublesome questions, or 
make inconsiderate statements, they are at j 

least serving as the safety valves of a politi­
cal democracy. It is becoming essential, 
however, that some cabinet ministers should 
be free to devote themselves entirely to the 
direction of war policy: they should be re­
lieved of departmental administration re­
sponsibilities. In other words, within the 
government there should be a war cabinet 
to direct war policy.

* * *

Canada is once again confronted with the 
desirability of profiting by the experience 
Of other countries. In the United States, 
under the constitution, the president’s cab­
inet is made up of secretaries of state. They 
are appointed to serve the nation without 
the necessity of being elected as political 
representatives. Hence President Roosevelt 
could appoint Frank Knox, an outstanding 
Republican newspaper publisher, to be the

work of winning the war. The member said:
. . . Many have spoken who do not 

know the first thing about tanks, aero­
planes, guns and other implements of 
war, and who know less about their 
manufacture. Yet they talk and take 
up the time of this committee when we 
have a real war on our hands and a job 
to do. This is not a school ; it is a House 
of Commons where we are expected to 
impart knowledge to the House and 
t,o the country so that all may benefit. 
Many questions have been asked which 
mean nothing to our war effort but 
which have just delayed the progress of 
this House at this critical time. In my 
opinion, much of this has been done for 
purely political advertising purposes at 
the expense of the country.
On the same day the minister of muni­

tion^ and supply, Mr. Howe, had to deal with 
allegations made on the floor of the House , 
by a Conservative opposition member, Rod­
ney Adamson, with reference to the placing 
of certain contracts. It is plainly detri­
mental to the Canadian war effort to have 
ministers like Messrs. Ralston and Howe dis­
tracted by having to answer in the House for 
a multiplicity of departmental responsibili­
ties such as the details of contracts and war 
expenditures.



PRESS CLIPPINGS Office of

The Prime Minister

Name of Publication.

Date.........................

Subject......................

The prime minister is doubtless on sound 
ground in maintaining that members of 
parliament would hardly be satisfied with 
answers from parliamentary under-secre­
taries to questions asked on the floor of the 
House. At the same time, it would surely 
be a forward step in war leadership to free 
some cabinet ministers from the distractions 
of debate in the House as departmental 
political heads. The British way adopted 
by Lloyd George in the last war, and de­
veloped by Winston Churchill in this war for 
life is to have a war cabinet of about five 
ministers whose concern is entirely with the 
direction of war policy.

One member suggested last Thursday 
that Ralph Bell, director of aircraft pro­
duction, should be given complete authority 
over this work, ft has similarly been 
suggested that H. Ji. MacMillan, chairman 

,• of the Wartime Requirements Board, should 
be promoted in effect to the rank of cabinet 
minister. Whatever may be the opinion of 
parliament, or the government, on the 
possible advantages of promoting captains 
of industry to cabinet rank, it is becoming 
daily more apparent that the key ministers 
on war policy should have no other parlia­
mentary duties to perform but to concen-

itrate on mobilizing the whole power of the I 
nation for the task.

A war cabinet of about five ministers is 
as necessary in Canada as it is in the United 
Kingdom. It must tend to become even 
more urgent. An aroused Canadian public 
would welcome a war cabinet concerned only 
with the direction of the Canadian war 
effort, without the distractions of party 

i politics or departmental details, but pressing 
forward to produce victory out of the years 
of sacrifice ahead.

i



PRESS CLIPPINGS
Office of

The Prime Min

Name of Publication.......

Date....................................

........Peterborou.ak....Examla.9.r.».
Mar . 1/41.

Subject.........

In This Age Of Criticism
Mayor William Morrison of Hamilton 

was a speaker at the convention of the 
Qntario Good Roads Association in Ham­
ilton. On an occasion of that sort a 
speaker has considerable latitude, and 
he can select any topic which seems to 
be of prime and general interest. Mayor 
Morrison had something to say about 
the business of criticising the Dominion 
Government, a habit which has become 
rather general.' From his reported re­
marks we quote :

"We must cast out suspicion and carping and 
bitter criticism. The war is being waged on 
the most gigantic scale ever imagined and 
necessary preparations and organizations can­
not be made in days or weeks—only in months. 
The man who destroys confidence in Canada 
and its leaders today is playing the game Ger­
many has often played in other countries, of 
undermining confidence in administrations.”

Mr. Morrison was revealing no secret 
when he said he was speaking “as a 
known Tory.” He is that and has been 
consistently of the Conservative party. 
For the moment we prefer to regard him 
as having spoken as a Canadian citizen, 
and a Canadian citizen today who can­
not place his political affiliation in sec­
ondary position ought to indulge in some 
sincere and searching form of self- 
examination.

Our belief is that there has been too 
much criticism of the Government at 
Ottawa; too much of it by people who 
are not particularly well informed; too 
much of it by those who “have heard” 
something or other and who are willing 
and anxious to accept what they have 
heard as positive and certified fact.

In a time of war the Cabinet cannot 
reveal all it knows. They are sworn to 
secrecy as all cabinets are. Men who go 
to Ottawa as experts to take over im­
portant work and who receive pay of one 
dollar per year, are not free talkers. 
They too are sworn to secrecy. Our be­
lief is that it would be advisable to have 
the political leaders of all parties kept 
fully informed. We believe they are to 
be trusted, and the fact that they were 
informed would have a restraining in­
fluence on many of their utterances.

There are newspapers which are fond 
of being critics. They delight in taking 
things to pieces more than they do in 
putting them together again and in a 
better way. They always seek to create 
the impression that something is wrong, 
and therefore our war effort is being 
held up, choked, slowed down and made 
of little effect and small consequence.

We are moved to wonder where these 
papers which profess to know so much 
are getting the information they profess 
to possess. We are certain Cabinet min­
isters are not taking them to one side 
and telling them quietly that things are 
not as they should be, and we are equally 
certain that business men and indus­
trialists who have accepted responsible 
posts in war effort are not going around 
whispering behind the hand intimating 
that this, that and something else is all 
wrong.

* * *

This paper is not opposed to criticism 
if it is intelligently based. We regard it 
as the right of free people, but we can­
not deny the feeling that we are having 
a surfeit of it in Canada today which 
does not have basis in factual certainty.

Nor do we anticipate we shall secure 
perfection in our war effort any more 
than we secure perfection in government 
or anything else. Prime Minister 
Churchill has spoken of that several 
times. He has made it clear that be­
fore the day of final victory there will 
be blunders made as there have been 
in the past.
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The real point seems to come in here :
If people persist in the custom of criti­
cism they are planting the seeds of sus­
picion; they are influencing others to 
think as they are writing or speaking; 
they are building up the idea that things 
are not going as they should be, and 
they are actually doing what they can to 
shake public confidence in the Govern­
ment and also in the war effort. And 
that we are certain is performing a fair 
enough service for the enemy.

Nor can be ignore the fact that our 
Government is the one and only agency 
through which we as a people can move 
and act collectively. Even if there are 
features about it which one does not lifce 
he cannot change the Government. The 
people voted it into office and there it 
will remain until the people vote it out. 
Going through times such as we are en- j 
countering at present we have no other

agency of expression or action through 
which we can act or through which we 
can direct our efforts. The reasonable, 
conclusion is that we should seek to 
strengthen the hands of Government. If 
we turn the other way and show a de­
light in constantly seeking to pull it to 
pieces then we are doing something 
which would bring comfort to enemies 
who would delight to see the people lose 
confidence entirely in constituted 
authority.
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“War Work, Not Ward Work”
The Kingston and Portsmouth Conserv- 

! ative Association at its annual meeting 
has produced a motto, in “War Work, Not 
Ward Work,” which deserves attention 
throughout the Dominion. It represents 
an attitude which we believe is simultan­
eously good patriotism and good politics. 
It is a sign of a spirit which, if expressed 
frequently enough on a nation-wide scale, 
might give the swiftest and surest hope 
of a complete regeneration of the National 
Conservative party, a regeneration greatly 
to be desired by Canadians generally who 
believe in the strong and efficient func­
tioning of our party system of govern­
ment.

Briefly, the situation before the Kings­
ton and Portsmouth Conservative Asso- j 
dation was that there was no election ! 
in sight and nothing in particular to be 
gained by threshing over old party straw. 
At the same time, in the words of W._ftL 
Nickle, K.C., who introduced the phrase 
to ilie meeting, there was a job to be done 
by every Canadian who has time to devote 
to any organization. “Our object should 
be: Win the war; nothing else matters,” 
said Mr. Nickle. "The principle .and 
nn]irv nf yo nnrt.v shnilld
be: War work, yes: ward work, no.”

The association, practically without dis­
cussion, re-elected its officers for another 
year. It is in a position to act if by any 
chance the need for political action arises, 
but otherwise the members can devote 
their full time and attention and organ­
izing ability to wartime service. It would 
not be surprising if, as a result of this 
policy, the association finds that it has 
made many new friends and increased the 
enthusiasm of its old friends and mem­
bers by the time it becomes necessary to 
participate in a political campaign.
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Notes for Reply to Hon, R. B, Hanson, M,P«

Transcript of Prime Minister^ remarks re:

(1) Attitude of those who are attempting to be helpful
but who are prejudicing the public mind»

(See Ottawa Citizen editorial - February 21, 
reference to "utter futility")•

(2) The Press and Radio give the sensational part of the news -
"taking the heart out of people, who are 
trying honestly to get things done"e

(3) Put it to these people:
either take over with better men. I
or keep quiet, and let the Government go ahead•

(4) Revived reference to "National Government",
"Victory Government",
"Non-partisan Government"• j

(There would have been a different state of preparedness 
in U.Ke if there had NOT been a "national government".) I

(5) Consider force on one side I
consent and conciliation on the other I

to combine them is to make only a lukewarm solution



- 2 -

(6) Mr. King1a own view -
Mr. Hanson’s view is a dictator1s.view 
(Mr. King does not control the party- 

people - party - ministry) .

(7) "Concentrate on essentials and give the Government
a chance".

(8) Present majority back of Government represents hundreds
of thousands of Conservative votes.

(9) Refusal to co-operate (Opposition tactic) JLs showing
a party spirit in a nasty way.

(10) Mr. King has been careful to see that the Cabinet is
not a one-man Cabinet.

(Example from Ottawa Journal, February 20).

(11) Take care to do nothing to discredit confidence in
Parliament, especially at a time of war.

(See H. C. Green, M.P., February 20, in H, of C#)
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‘EACtfONE OF MY MEMBERS y 
STANDS BY MÇ LIKE ARMr

Has Never T a Man Sav« among the oldest and closest fnKHBinas in ever Lost a man, oays personal and political, that I have

Premier King—Unity
Features Career

PERFECT HARMONY

had in the whole of my life.
In the person of the presiding 

officer this evening, Senator Hardy, 
I have one who entered university 
with me, as he has told you this

The text of Premier King's 
address at last night’s Liberal rally 
in Massey Hall follows:

In the course of my public life 
it has been my privilege to be pre­
sent at and to address a very large 
number of political meetings, but 
I doubt if in the course of my whole 
experience there has been a single 
occasion which will remain in my 
memory to the extent to which the 
gathering this evening is certain to 
remain. What I am saying of myself 
I think probably is equally true 
of every one who is present in this 
hall tonight. This meeting this eve­
ning is one of the historic political 
meetings in our country. It will 
be remembered by all of you who 
are here as long as you live, and 
I am sure that many of you will 
I ell your children, and they will 
toll their children of what you have 
witnessed here this evening.

To me personally I cannot but 
feel that while public life has many j 
hard places it has also its great j 
rewards. I am one who believes Ione
very strongly in the doctrine of 
compensation, and as has been told 
you here this evening already, when 
blows come thick and fast, you can 
be pretty sure they come from an 
enemy, and that there is a reason 
for it; that he feels there is some 
strength in the adversary or the 
blows would be going in some other 
direction.

Oldest, Closest Friends 
But this evening, ladies and 

gentlemen, if you will allow me 
to say just a personal^ word in ad­
vance of sjpeakmg on political issues,
I have reason for a very special 
pride, and it is this, that without 
any prior arrangement, as far as 
I am aware, but by the mere co­
incidence of events, there happens 
to be on this platform with me to- iisheef. 
night a group of gentlemen who are

evening, in 1890, fifty years ago. 
We went as young men, as under­
graduates to the classes at the uni­
versity, and from that time to this 
we have been intimately associated 
with e*ach other in the different re­
lationships with which we have 
been brought into association. To 
have him here at my side after these 
50 years, speaking to you in confi­
dence of the close friendship which 
we have enjoyed, and some of the 
remarks that have taken place, so 
to speak, behind the scenes, is a 
tribute that I cannot be too grate­
ful for.

You have just listened to the 
grand old man of' this province, 
the Rf. Hon. Sir William Mulock.
,1 think I can say that no man or 
woman who is present here this 
evening can other than rejoice that 
it has been a great privilege to 
see on a political platform in our 
country a gentleman who has had 
as great a career as any man in»the 
public life of Canada, and who 
appears before you to speak to you 
and to address you at the great age 
of 96 years.

Sir William Opened Door
My association with Sir William 

has been even more intimate than 
with Senator Hardy, and I doubt 
-and I think I am right, perhaps, 
Sir William—if two men in Canada 
have ever had a closer combined 
personal and political friendship 
than you and I have enjoyed for 
half a century.

I do not forget, and I think of 
it particularly this evening, that it 
was Sir William Mulock who sent | 
a cable to me when I was travel- ! 
ling in Europe informing me that 
the government of Sif Wilfrid 
Laurier had decided to establish 
a department of labor, "and that 
he was to take charge of that ae-> 
partment, and the organization olj 
it, and inviting me to come to. 
Canada to undertake the work of 
his deputy in the organization of the 
new department about to be estab-

It was through Sir William 
Mulock that in this way the door 
opened for me to come into the 
political life of the country, to come 
into it first through the public 
service of the country. I wish to­
night to say something that perhaps 
is very unusual, and that is at the 
end of 40 years to thank Sir Wil­
liam anew in the presence of my 
fellow citizens for the privilege 
which he gave me on that occasion.

Then, I have beside me tonight 
on this platform one who has been 
exceedingly close to me in all this 
political life in which I have ac­
tively participated. There has been 
no one in this country who was 
ever a more loyal, truer, more faith­
ful associate than my friend, Ernest 
Lapointe.

Oldest Member of House
U makes me particularly happy 

and proud, ladies and gentlemen, 
to think that Mr. Lapointe, who is 
very busy at this time, and speak­
ing in all parts of the country, 
should have 'found it possible to 
conic here this evening and to speak 
in this city at the meeting at; which 
I also have the privilege of being 
present. He has been good enough 
to ?ay many things about me, and 
J would like to say many things 
about him, but all 1 can say is that

if half of what he has told you is 
true in regard to myself I could 
repeat it 100 per cent, in regard to 
him.

We have worked in the closest 
association with respect to all ques­
tions that have come up. He ljas 
been in parliament for 36 years, 
and there is another thing for you 
to remember, that you have the 
honor this evening not only of look­
ing upon the oldest privy councillor 
in the Dominion of Canada sitting 
on this platform, but also the oldest 
member of the house of commons 
of Canada.

Now, do these associations not 
mean something? These men are not 
at my side because I have ever 
betrayed the Liberal party or be­
trayed any principle of the party. 
They are at my side tonight because 
during the time I have been the 
leader of this party I have been 
faithful to the party and faithful 
to its principles.

There is also here this evening a 
gentleman who has been a very 
close fripn# and associate of mine. 
We wefè associated together first 

i in the work of the prime minister’s 
office. We have since been associat- 

, ed together in the cabinet. I imagine 
that association we had in the office 
of the prime minister, where Mr, 
Rogers saw everything from the in­
side, was about as intimate an asso-
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todation as one man could come 

have with another.
Another Evidence of Trust 

The fact that he was prepared 
himself to come into public life and 
take on the turmoil and the strife of 
public life, and to accept the great 
responsibility which he today has 
accepted in the present government, 
that in itself again is another evi­
dence 'of confidence and friendship 
of which I cannot be too proud.

Mr. Lapointe has told you tonight 
of something else, and that is this:
I have worked with my colleagues 
steadily over the years that I have 
been in office, and I do not think 
in all that time, 12 or 13 years al­
together that I have been in the 
office of prime minister, that during 
the time that these gentlemen were 
associated with me in the cabinet 
that I had a single personal differ­
ence with any colleague. We have 
had differences about our views as 
to how far we should go in one dir­
ection or another or as to whether 
this course was advisable or not, 
but there has never been a personal 
difference, nor has there been a loss 
of friendship of any kind at any 
time in which we were in the cab­
inet together.

I come now to this present cab­
inet. As to the present cabinet, as 
you have been told, there is not a 
single member of it has left my 
side in this campaign. Not a single 
member has left my side since the 
cabinet was formed nearly five 
years ago except Mr. Rinfret who 
was taken from us altogether, and 
two of my colleagues, Mr. Dunning 
and Senator Elliott, who were oblig­
ed on account of failure of health 
for the time being to give up the 
offices they held.

Every One Loyal and True 
These things are significant at the 

time when we are speaking of unity, 
and speaking of the direction of 

! affairs, in which it is essential to 
I have men working and co-operat- 
| ing together.

That goes very far, but may I say ( 
one thing further. There are, on this 
platform tonight, a great body of 
gentlemen who are presenting | 
themselves as Liberal candidates, 
and amongst them, some who were 
members of the last parliament. In 
the last parliament, there came back 
into power, a government with the 
largest following of any political 
party in the history of our Domin­
ion—the largest following. And, 
ladies and gentlemen, may I stress 
this point, that in the five sessions 
we have held in the last four years, 
running into the fifth year, not­
withstanding that our following was 
the largest in the history of Canada.

we never lost one man from our
side during the whole five years. 
(Applause). Not one. Every one of 
them remained loyal and true to 
their leader.

And may I point out another 
1 thing; there is not. one single man, 
amongst that large number, who is

opposing me in this general election 
—not one, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. (Applause).

Most of them have been re-nom- 
inated as Liberal candidates in the 
various constituencies throughout 
Canada. There they stand; a great 
army. We have been as one, from 
the very beginning to this hour. 
Now, I ask you, is there not some­
thing to this association that is of 
value to this country at this time 
of its greatest need?

“Why We Ask Support”
I put that question before the 

people of Canada tonight. Is there 
not something, after all, in the in­
timacy of that association, in that 
complete unity of men from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, with regard 
to men who have been in such close 
association with each other, which 
is of the greatest possible value to 
this nation at this critical time in 
the history of the world? (Ap­
plause).

It is for that reason that we are 
asking the people to give us their
support, to enable us to go on with
the arduous and heavy task which 
has come to us.

The war was none of our making, 
but when it came its obligations fell 
heaviest of all upon our shoulders. 
We had to make the decision for 

; this country. We accepted it in full 
measure, and I think we have dis­
charged our obligations in full meas­
ure also. We are now before the 
people to ask them whether or not 
they feel that we are to be trusted 
to carry on the war effort of Can­
ada, in the light of what we have | 
done in the matter of bringing this 
country into the war as one, and in 
putting forth the vigorous war 
effort on behalf of this war which 
we have since we came into office.

Now, the question is a very simple 
one, as to what the public has to 
decide. Sir William Mulock has put 
it to you out of his great wealth 
of experience as a public man and 
a jurist.

The Question To Decide
It is a question of what is best for 

Canada in the carrying on of its war 
efforts, to have an administration, 
every man of whom you all know, 
every man of whom has been in 
public office for a long time, to 
have an administration with a re-

. cord already before you, to cun- 
_tinue to carry on at this time, or 
= lo sweep out that government and 
put in an administration, about 
which you do not know the first 
thing—in fact, about which you 
know nothing whatever. That is the 
question.

Ladies and gentlemen, there haiv 
never been such an extraordinary] 
situation in the history of our I 
country as presents itself at this 
time. You are being asked to vote i 
for a national government in Can- j

ada. Was there ever a greater mis­
nomer? Can you tell me anywhere 
else in any country in the world, 
where men and women have been 
asked to vote for national govern­
ment candidates, where the govern­
ment itself was not in existence? 
(Laughter, applause).

Candidates who are supporting 
the Liberal party today are asking 
the people to support a government 
which is known, whose policies are 
known, whose principles are known, 
whose record is known.

You are being asked by Dr. 
Manion to support a government— 
he calls it a “National Government” 
—which is a government which is 
non-existent, that does not exist, 
that is not even a shadow govern­
ment, because it has never existed 
enough to throw a shadow (laugh­
ter) across Canada.

Purely a Phantom
It is purely a phantom govern­

ment. As Sir William (Mulock) says, 
it is a government which exists in 
the mind—an imaginary govern­
ment, (applause). That is what you 
are being asked to vote for—dn time 
of war. In the worst situation which 
this world has ever been faced with, 
you are being asked to put out a 
government that has shown its cap­
abilities and ability to direct the 
country's affairs in time of war, and 
put in its place this imaginary ad­
ministration.

I submit that if this situation were 
not so critical, that it would be ab­
solutely funny; it is perfectly ludi­
crous, because, as I say, there has 
never been in the history of this 
world a situation where the people 
were asked to vote for a govern­
ment which does not exist. They 
have been asked to vote for a party 
which is prepared to do this or that, 
under a certain set of circumstances, 
but that is a very different thing. 
That is not what is going on today. 
You are being asked to vote for a 
government which exists only in 
the imagination of its candidates.

Dr. Manion, speaking in Kingston 
last night, said an extraordinary 
thing. He said he was trying to 
follow the examples of Sir John A. 
Macdonald, and Sir Robert Borden; 
that they had formed a coalition or 
a National Government, and he was



PRESS CLIPPINGS Office of

The Prime Minister

Name of Publication 

Date.............................

Subject

! doing the same thing, in a time of 
! great emergency.

Does lie Know History
He went further, and he said he | 

was doing this, because he wanted j 
to put country before party. I want 
you to keep these thoughts in mind. 
Dr. Manion said he has found it nec­
essary to create this National Gov- 

jernment, so-called—an imaginary, 
government — in order to put 

j country before party. In other j 
words, wherever there has been a j 
political party before, which has j 
sought to administer the affairs of j 
the country, its object was not to 
serve the country, but to serve the , 
party.

Let us take Sir John Macdonald’s , 
record on that. Let us take it since j 
confederal ion. Was Sir John A. 
Macdonald ever the head of nr tak- j 
ing part in a coalition government 
since confederation? I wonder if 
Dr. Manion knows his history. Sir 
John A. Macdonald was never a 
member of any coalition government 
since confederation. What happened 
sometime prior to confederation 
was this: these two old provinces of 
Ontario and Quebec joined together 
from 1840 on, in one government, 
known as the “Union Government", 
which sat one year at Kingston and 
another year at Montreal.

It had a large following from On­
tario, and a large following from 
Quebec-members in the House. 
Those from Ontario were largely 
English-speaking and Protestant; 
those from Quebec were largely 
French-speaking and Roman Catho- 

! lie.
It was found, in the course of the 

proceedings in that parliament, that 
the parties were so evenly balanced 
one way or another, and were so 
much opposed to each other, that, 
it was found almost impossible to : 
carry on the government at all.

How Confederation Came
In those circumstances, ap effort 

was made through the then Gov­
ernor Monk, and others associated 
with him, to try to get the mem­
bers of these two provinces to join 
together to make government itself 
possible, not to put it through on 
any certain principles, and George 
Brown, of this city, said he was 
prepared to give up any feelings he 
had against Sir John A. Macdonald, 
and to join with him in helping to 
carry on government.

” Wnen me government was lorm-
ed, there were discussions on dif­
ferent questions. There was held a 
conference in the Maritime prov­
inces of men who wanted to unite 
the maritime provinces as one, and 
they thought it was better to unite 
all the provinces into a Dominion, 
and another conferencé'Was'held in 
Quebec for the purpose of drafting 
legislation, out of which came the 

, British North America Act. and con- 
• federation. These men joined to- 
i' get her to make government pos­

sible, and to help pave the way for

i
bringing into being the confedera­
tion of all. the provinces.

But. notice this. They were not 
' imaginary men: they were not un­

known men; they were not men 
who had no following; they were 
not men who were designated “N. 
G’s."; they were Conservatives and 
Liberals; they were outstanding 
men in parliament, who were 
known, and who joined together to 
help to do the particular work at 
that particular time.

We have no such situation today 
in Canada, and. frankly, one of the 
reasons we have not, is because we 
have our friend. Mr. Lapointe, sit­
ting on this platform tonight (ap­
plause).

Emphasis on Unity 
You have your associates from 

this province, joining with his asso­
ciates from the province of Quebec, 
not with a view of putting emphasis 
on the differences which lie be­
tween them, but to put emphasis on 
the unity we have, as Canadians, 
working together in common (ap­
plause) .

We do not need to form any 
“N.G.” government in order to 
bring about unity in Canada. We 
have it now. and what we are try­
ing to do is to preserve it, and save 
it fropi being destroyed in some 
other way.

Now, coming down to his next 
example. Sir John A. Macdonald 
was head of the Conservative party 
in Canada from confederation—from 
1867—with the exception of an in­
termission, during the time of 
Alexander MacKenzie—until the 
early 90*s. What was he leading? 
He was leading the Conservative 
party.

Now read Dr. Manioms, rwords at 
Kingstoti, the seat S^Johjjl<Mac- 
donald) represented,1 eid your­
selves how it applies to 'Sir John. 
He was leading a party, and it is 
Dr. Manion’s logic that if you lead 
a party, therefore, you are against 
your country. What does Dr. Manion* 
say he has done vylth the country, 
I would not have'believed this, if

1 had not read it with my own 
eyes. Here is the statement from 
the Monetary Times, and I think 
the same will be found in McLean’s 
Magazine.

Here is a picture of Dr. Manion, 
and underneath it, these words:
“I submerged the Conservative

* party In the Interest of Canada's 
! future"—“1 submerged the party in 
the interest of Canada's future."

“I’d Rescue The Parly"
Just imagine: (laughter): Imagine 

I a political leader, chosen by a large 
i following, who designated them­
selves "Conservatives", saying that 
in order to serve his country he had 
to submerge the party, (laughter).

I do not know how far the Con­
servatives are going to follow him 

! in this campaign, but I can tell you 
f if T belonged to any party and my 
header thought it well to submerge 
it I would not be on his platform 

I supporting him. I would be out try- 
I ing to rescue his party.

Take Sir Robert Borden. He says 
Sir Robert; Borden formed a union 
government, and therefore this 

i ought to be done here. Well, T say 
nothing about, the record of the gov­
ernment, but. T would point nut that 

lit was not formed until after three 
j years of war, and it. was formed as 
any coalition is formed, or any 

! union government is formed, for a 
specific purpose.
jfihe government of Sir Robert 

■Borden was formed to put through 
the policy of conscription, and it 
was formed ouff"Trf mëÏÏ on both 
sides of Parliament for that reason, 
men who differed in their political 
views but who felt conscientiously 
that conscription was the thing that 
was necessary at this time. What 
I want to point out is this: Sir 
Robert Borden led his party in those 
years.

Was he only for the party and not 
for the state when he was leading

his government at that time? Waï 
Mr. Bennett, the late Conservative 
leader, only for the party and not 
for the country when he was lead­
ing his government? Was the Rt 
Hon. Arthur Meighen leading his 
party only for the sake of the party 
and not for the sake of the country?

It is a condemnation of every 
man who has ever been the head ol 
of a political party when one says 
that the party has to be submerg­
ed in order that the country's in­
terest may be served. Parties are 
necessary. They are a necessary in­
strument for carrying on govern­
ment under a democracy. There is 
no other way of doing it.

If you try any other- way, as Mr.
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Quebec-member: in the House.
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It was found, in the course of the 

: proceedings in that parliament that 
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|carry on the government at. all.
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the unity we have, as Canadians,. 
working together in common (ap­
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Lapointe has said tonight, you get 
into the position where you have a 
totalitarian state, and you have one 
party only, and anyone who differs 
with the party is put out of business 
altogether. It is that kind of thing 
we want to get away from in this 
country, or rather we do not want 
it to come near us if we can pos­
sibly keep it away. What I want to 
emphasize this evening is this, be­
cause I feel that the national gov- 

! ernment question is an important 
1 one in this campaign, that it has a 
subtle appeal to a number of people 

; who seem to think that we all ought 
to be for the state, and that if we 

! support a particular party there­
fore we are not supporting the state. 
That is the doctrine that Dr. Man ion 

; has put out. Nothing could be fur- 
i I her from the truth than that, be­
cause parties are necessary, as I say, 
in order to make possible the carry­
ing on of government in a dem­
ocracy.

Not In True Sense
But what is necessary with a na­

tional government in the sense in 
which Dr. Manion has used it? He 
is not using the word in the true 
sense at all. National government 
in the true sense is, as Mr. La­
pointe has described it, a govern­
ment that represents all parts of 
the country and represents it in a 
very certain and definite way, and 
is carrying on the national business 
of the country. That is a national 
government, and that is what this 
present government is. It is a na­
tional government in the true sense 
of the word.

It isn’t a government composed of 
men of conflicting ideas. It is a gov­
ernment composed of men who have 
views in common with relation to 
the management of affairs in our 
country, but what I want to stress, 
if I may, is this, that any govern­
ment that appeals to the people, or 
any party that appeals to the people, 
ought to make known its policies, 
ought to have backing for its poli­
cies on the part of those who have 
to do with the making of the poli­
cies of a political party.

Now, I am going to try to put 
the case to you In a manner in 
which I think you will be able to 
carry it away quite easily in your 
minds, and I ask you to consider 
how Dr. Manion came into the 

. leadership of his own party, and 
; what a party stands for in that way.

“I Submerge It All”
The Conservative party in 1933 

had a convention. They thought It 
desirable to select a leader, a new 
leader. That convention was rep­
resentative of all parts of Canada. 
Conservatives came from every 
part. They came from the different 
constituencies. They knew what 
their following in those constituen­
cies wanted. They drew up a series 
of resolutions at the convention.

Those resolutions were broufftt be­
fore the convention.

After a good deal of discussion 
some of them were dropped and 
others were accepted, and they be­
came the platform and policy of the 
Conservative party from then on, 
and Dr. Manion was chosen as the 
leader of that party to put its prin­
ciples and policies into force when­
ever the opportunity might be given 
him for that purpose. Now, what 
has he done? He has said “so far as 
that is concerned I am going to 
submerge all that. I am going to 
begin and build up the party my­
self." So he starts to work without 
any convention, without any group 
of men belonging to the party he 
has now created giving him auth­
ority so to do, and he makes him­
self the leader of that party, and he 
lays down its policy, not a soul 
back of him anywhere, and then he 
gets candidates and appeals to the 

! country on that basis.
Now, I notice Dr. Manion said 

last night at Kingston: “But I did 
have the backing of the mepibers 
of parliament; we all met in caucus, 
and we all agreed we should go to 
the country as a national govern­
ment.”

It’s Absolutely Untrue
I say that is absolutely untrue, 

and I will tell you why it is un­
true in a way that I think even 
Dr. Manion himself will have to 
accept.

He said, “We all met in caucus 
and decided we would become the* 
national government party.”

There was no parliament when 
■ their caucus met; not one of therm 
I was a member of parliament, not; 
one. A group of ex-M.P.’s, a group 
of men who had been members oC 
parliament, but a parliament that 
had gone out of existence, whabi 
right had they to say what then 
people of the different constituen­
cies they represented wanted?

It shows you, ladies and gentle­
men, how far we are drifting from» v 
a real understanding of democratic, 
principles. Men have forgotten thatij, 
the real source and authority o»j 
that power in government is the*

people in the country, that you are* 
the government. Then the constitute 
tion of our country says the peopl#

have the right to name who their 
representatives shall be.

The constitution has also taken 
good care to provide that these rep­
resentatives shall not get everything 
in their own way for all time, but 
once at least in every five years 
the people will have a chance to 
choose a new set of representatives 
and say anew who their represeent- 
atives in parliament will be. So* 
following up the constitutional prac­
tice, after we had five years of 
parliament, I advised the governor- 
general to dissolve this present par­
liament and give the people at 
chance to elect their own repre­
sentatives for a war parliament.

“Did Party Consent?”
What I want to draw attention 

to is this, that the caucus that Dr^ 
Manion talks about was a caucus 
that was held after parliament had! 
ceased to exist, and of men who 
were not members of parliament 
at all. But supposing they were, had 
any of them had a chance to con­
sult their constituents? Had any 
of them got any consent on the parti 
of the Conservative party in the* 
different constituencies of Canadw 
to change its name from Conserva­
tive into National Government or? 
“N.G.” government?

Dr. Manion went a step further. 
He said: “It has also been approver! 
by the leaders in the different prov­
inces.” What leaders? Who were, 
they? Let Dr. Manion give us their 
names so the people will under­
stand who it is that is taklngytfW
authority of speaking in the name 
of the Conservative party in the 
different provinces without even 
consulting the people of those prov­
inces. Where have the leaders of 
these different provinces had a 
chance to confer with the electorate 
in the provinces in relation 'to the 
program that Dr. Manion has put 
forward or in relation to the title 
he has given to the party which he 
is leading? No, ladies and gentle­
men, the more you look into this 
thing the more you find that not 
only In this present campaign are 
the great questions that lie in rela­
tion to peace and war at stake but 
also the very fundamentals of 
democratic government in our 
country; Do not let that be trifled 
with at a time when we are trying 
to do the best we can to preserve 
freedom in other parts.
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Parallel to Stevens
If you want an exact parallel for 

what Dr. Manion has done. I will 
give it to you, and I do not think 
it can be refuted.

Dr. Manion has done exactly what 
Harry Stevens, who was his left 
hover for five years, did. Harry 
Stevens first of all forsook his own 
party, which is what Dr. Manion has 
done. He left the Conservative 
party, although he is still a Con­
servative. He was back on the Con­
servative seats afterwards, but he 
left the party, and what did he do 
to form another party under an­
other name? He went 1o work and 
gave it a name, and the name was 
the Reconstruction party, which was j 
going to be so appealing. Every- j

body was looking for reconstruction 
at that time, and that would be a 
catch-word all over the country.

Having given .the party a name. 
1he next thing he did was to try 
in give it a policy. So what did 
Stevens do-’ Hr started in with 
scissors and paste, clipping from 
different platforms here and there.
Ih things he thought would appeal 
to the different people in different 
parts of Canada, and he drafted it 
all in the form of a platform and 
published it as the Reconstruction 
platform.

Then what was the third step? 
To get a leader. Stevens was all 
alone. He had worked out the plat­
form, and having done so, the next 
thing he thought wise to do was 
to become the leader, and so he 
became the leader of the Recon­
struction party.

Getting the Candidates
Having become the leader, and 

having his platform, the next thing 
was to get candidates, and so he 
went here and there and got can­
didates nominated as Reconstruction 
candidates. When the election came 
on. the candidates were put into the 
field in different parts of the coun­
try. The new leader went out, but 
upon looking at his platform the 
more he went on with his campaign, 
he found there were not enough 
promises in it. There were some 
things he had forgotten in this 
locality, and others he had forgot­
ten in that locality, so he began to 
supplement the platform by all 
kindsjjf promises.

In^Alberta -hé promised Monetary 
o aSF in ‘iwhtch'refoatitt In t®àrfbrtchewaif he made 

prorates in reghrd to the price of 
wheat. Down here, he had a word 
for the manufacturers and others 
whom he thought might be pleased. 
Jfr Quebec he had a nice word for 
our French friends, looking after 

»iah4e r»f minorities.

Then came the electron, and what "
happened? I ask you to keep this 
in mind when thinking of the next 
government. He had all his candi­
dates in the field. All had their 
policies. All had been talking, but 
when the election was over, there 
was only one person returned from 
the Reconstruction parly* and that

I .. '
one wae Harry Stevens himself. • 
(Laughter, applause).

It All Disappears
Now, there is a great moral in 

that. Dr. Manion is making all kinds 
of promises of what he will do, and 
what this National Government will 
do, but all it can do will depend 
upon whether he Is returned, and 
whether his following is returned, 
and how many of them there will 
be, and what their policies will be 
when they all get together.

Supposing something happens to 
Dr. Manion's government like hap­
pened to Mr. Stevens’ Reconstruc­
tion party, and only Dr. Manion 
comes back again. How will those 
people feel who have voted for 
National Government if it all dis­
appears except the leader?

But there is something even more 
serious than that. At that time Mr. 
Stevens was lucky in getting back, 
but a good many of his followers 
were very unlucky. This thing may 
turn a little bit the other way. Some 
of the "N.G’s." may get in; they 
may be elected here and there, but 
who can guarantee that Dr. Manion 
himself will be elected, and if Dr. 
Manion is not elected, who will take 
up the platform of the National 
Government party and see that it is 
put into force?

Now, stop and think of that, ladies 
and gentlemen, with regard to the 
present situation with which we are 
faced. On the 27tli of March—the 
day after the election—this country 
will be anxiously looking to see 
how this war effort will be carried 
on, and I ask you, if Dr. Manion is 
defeated in Fort William—and he 
may well be—who will carry on the 
National Government of Canada?

Even Toronto To Be Amazed
Dr. Manion’s reply to mb, of 

bourse, will be, “Oh, well, Mr. King 
may meet with the same fate; he 
may be defeated.” I admit it is 
possible, but I do not think it is 
probable, ladies and gentlemen. I 
think that even Toronto will be 
amazed when they see the majority 
by which the present leader of the 
government will be returned from 
Prince Albert (applause).

But. supposing I am defeated? I 
have at my side 15 men, who have 
been there throughout parliament— 
this last parliament. Every one of 
them is a man tried in the affairs 
of government. There is not one 
who is not capable of being the 
leader of a political party, and 
carrying on the business of gov­
ernment (prolonged applause).

The work of government, the war 
effort of the government of Canada 
would go on the next morning, just 
the same as it was going on the day 
before. These gentlemen would see 
to it. 1 hat the government's affairs 
would be duly managed. Those af­
fairs would be in safe hands. (Ap­
plause).

There is the difference, ladies and 
gentlemen. There is a situation 
which I think the people of Canada 
should and will have to consider 
very carefully between now and 
the time for voting.

Now, I want to come to just one 
other matter, and carry on a little 
further this quéstion of “Party and 
the Country”, because it is on that 
score that Dr. Manion is appealing. 
He says he is putting country before 
party; he says, also, that “Mr. King 
is putting party before country.” 
He says “All Mr. King cares about 
is party.”

“Did We Put Party First?”
I want to ask my fellow country­

men now if during the years imme­
diately preceding this outbreak of 
war, when those of us who were in 
the administration saw the danger 
there in Europe, and felt that a sit­
uation might arise in the next year 
or two which might be very critical, 
and we tried to get parliament to 
realize how critical it was, and we 
tried to get provision made for the 
defence of our own country to begin 
with—I ask you, ladies and gentle­
men. were we putting party before 
country, when we went into the 
House of Commons, and asked our 
own following to increase the es­
timates for defence, and make a 
larger outlay for the naval service, 
make a larger outlay for the militia, 
and make a larger outlay for the 
air force, when wc knew in taking 
that stand, we were running counter 
to the feeling of a very large num­
ber of men in our own party?

In our own party in the House 
, of Commons we could not keep all 
| our own members supporting us on 
| these defence expenditures, and I 
I ask you when we asked for these 
l additional expenditures, as a poli-
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Parallel to Stevens
If you want an exact, parallel for 

what Dr Ma mon has done, I will 
give it to you, and I do not think 
it can be refuted.

Dr. Manion has done exactly what 
Harry Stevens, who was his left 
hover for five years, did. Harry 
Stevens first of all forsook his own 
partv, which is what Dr. Manion has 
done. He left the Conservative 
party, although he is still a Con­
servative. He was back on the Con­
servative seats afterwards, but he 
left the party, and what did he do 
In form another party under an­
other name? He went to work and 
gave it a name, and the name was 
I he Reconstruction party, which was 
going to be so appealing. Every­

body wa> looking for reronslruction 
31 that lime, and that would he a 
catch-word all over the country.

Having given .the party a name.
1hr next thing he did was to tiy 
In give it a policy. So wliai did 
Stevens do-’ Hr started in with 
.-•■l'sors and paste, clipping from 
different platforms here ?nd there 
lh things he thought would appeal 
to the different people in different 
parts of Canada, and hr drafted it 
all m the form of a platform ana 
published it as the Reconstruction
platform. ,, . , ^

Then what was the third step.
To get a leader. Stevens was all 
alone. He had worked out the plat­
form, and having done so, the next 
thing he thought wise to do was 
to become the leader, and so he 
became the leader of the Recon­
struction party.

Getting the Candidates
Having become the leader, and 

having his platform, the next thing 
was to get candidates, and so he 
went here and there and got can­
didates nominated as Reconstruction 
candidates. When the election came 
on. the candidates were put into the 
field in different parts of the coun­
try. The new leader went out, but 
upon looking at his platform the 
more he went on with his campaign, 
he found there were not enough 
promises in it. There were some 
things ho had forgotten in this 
locality, and others he had forgot­
ten in that locality, so he began to 
supplement the platform by all 
kinds of promises.

In Alberta hé promised 'monetary , 
reform. In Saskatchewan he made 
promises in regard to the price of 
wheat. Down here, he had a word j 
for the manufacturers and others1 
whom he thought might be pleased. 
Jti Quebec he had a nice word for 
our French friends, looking after 
the rights of minorities.

Then came flie élection, and what
happened? I ask you to keep this 
in mind when thinking of the next 
government. He had all his candi­
dates in the field. All had their 
policies. All had been talking, but 
when the election was over, there 
was only one person returned from 
the Reconstruction party, and that 

I
one was Harry Stevens himself. 
(Laughter, applause).

It All Disappears
Now, there is a great, moral in 

that.. Dr. Manion is making all kinds 
of promises of what, he will do, and 
what this National Government will 
do, but all it can do will depend 
upon whether he is returned, and 
whether his following is returned, 
and how many of them there will 
be, and what their policies will be 
when they all get together.

Supposing something happens to 
Dr. Manion’s government like hap­
pened to Mr. Stevens’ Reconstruc­
tion party, and only Dr. Manion 
comes back again. How will those 
people feel who have voted for 
National Government if it all dis­
appears except the leader?

But there is something even more 
serious than that. At. that time Mr. 
Stevens was lucky in getting back, 
but a good many of his followers 
were very unlucky. This thing may 
turn a little bit the other way. Some 
of the “N.G’s.” may get in; they 
may be elected here and there, but 
who can guarantee that Dr. Manion 
himself will be elected, and if Dr.

I Manion is not elected, who will take 
! up the platform of the National 
Government party and see that it is 
put into force?

Now, slop and think of that, ladies 
and gentlemen, with regard to the 
present situation with which we are 
faced. On the 27th of March — the 
day after the election- this country 
will be anxiously looking to see 
how this war effort will be carried 
on. and I ask you, if Dr. Manion is ! 
defeated in Fort William—and he j 
may well be—who will carry on the | 
National Government of Canada?

Even Toronto To Be Amazed
Dr. Manions reply to mb, of 

course, will be. ‘ Oh. well. Mr. King 
may meet with the same fate: he 
may bo defeated.” I admit it is 
possible, but I do not think it is 
probable, ladies and gentlemen. 1 
think that even Toronto will be j 
amazed when they see the majority 
by which the present leader of the 

I government will be returned from | 
Prince Albert (applause).

Bui. supposing I am defeated? T 
have at my side 15 men, who have j 

I been there throughout parliament—! 
this last parliament. Every one of j 
them is a man tried in the affairs [ 
of government. There is not. one j 
who is not capable of being the j 
leader of a political party, and 

; carrying on the business of gov-j 
eminent 1 prolonged applause).

The work of government, the war I 
effort of the government of Canada 1 
would go on the next morning, just | 
* he same as it was going on the day 
before These gentlemen would see 
to il 1 hat. the government':: affairs 
would be duly managed. Those af­
fairs would be in safe hands. (Ap­
plause).

There is the difference, ladies and 
gentlemen There is a situation 
which I think the people of Canada 
should and will have to consider 
very carefully between now and ' 
the time for voting.

Now, I want to come to just one j 
other matter, and carry on a little 
further this quéstion of “Party and ■ 
the Country”, because it is on that 1 
score that Dr. Manion is appealing. ; 
He says he is putting country before ! 
party; he says, also, that “Mr. King 
is putting party before country." 
He says “All Mr. King cares about ; 
is party."

“Did We Put Party First?"
I want to ask my fellow country­

men now if during the years imme­
diately preceding this outbreak of 
war, when those of us who were in 
the administration saw the danger 
there in Europe, and felt that a sit­
uation might arise in the next year , 
or two which might be very critical, 
and we tried to get parliament to j 
realize how critical it was, and we 
tried to get provision made for the 
defence of our own country to begin 
with—r ask you, ladies and gentle­
men. were we putting party before 
country, when we went into the 
House of Commons, and asked our 
own following to. increase the es­
timates for defence, and make a 
larger outlay for the naval service, 
make a larger outlay for the militia, 
and make a larger outlay for the 
air force, when we knew in taking j 
that stand, wc were running counter 1 
to the feeling of a very large num­
ber of men in our own party?

Ir our own party in the House 
of Commons we could not keep all 
our own members supporting us on 
these defence expenditures, and 1 
ask you when we asked for these 
additional expenditures, as a poli-
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I :al party to its followers, and did 
I îr utmost to get them through, and 
! .icceeded in getting them through, 
'ere we putting party before 
ountry at that time?
What help did we get from Dr. 

Sfanion, in supporting us when we 
içeded help to get these extra out­
lays? He has said we all knew there 
was going to be a war, and why was 
not this government ready?

Manion Did Nothing 
If he knew there was going to be 

a war, why did not he and some 
of his men get up in the House of 
Commons and support us? (ap­
plause). We were being opposed by 
some of the other groups in the 
House, the C.C.F., and others, to 
make it difficult for us in parlia­
ment and in the constituencies. 
When we needed help. Dr. Manion 
sat perfectly quiet and did nothing.

I ask you, was the Conservative 
party, when in office, in cutting 
down the air force, as it did, after 
the present government had gone 
out of office, and they were cutting 
down and cutting down and cut­
ting down—was that putting country 
before party, when they considered 
the trend which they thought 
would be the popular thing to do 
at that particular time?

We opposed that. Let me tell you, 
ladies and gentlemen, that no one 
was more strongly opposed to the 
cutting down of the air force than 
Colonel Ralston (applause). I spoke 
with him on that, and, in fact, our 
whole party did. We objected stren­
uously to its being cut down. We 
said it was a thing that should be 
built up, but it was being cut down.

We did not get very much help, 
upon again coming into power, in 
trying to build it up again.

Standing By Britain 
Now, to go a little further. When j 

war broke out in Europe, and when j 
before even Britain had declared 
war, I stated to the people of this 
country that if war was declared 
by Britain and France against Ger­
many, for having invaded Poland, as 
she did, that Canada would be at 
the side of Britain (applause).

Was that putting our party before 
our country?

Our government announced, be­
fore even Britain had declared she 
was going into the war, that if she 
found it necessary to go into war, 
we would be prepared and recom­
mend to parliament that we would 
stand beside her, because we knew 
what the cause was and whatthe 
situation was, the attitude bf Ger­
many in her aggressive violence 
against these smaller states.

Let US' go a step further. When 
parliament met, and, as a govern­
ment, we appeared before parlia­
ment and stated our policies there, 
was that putting party ahead of 
country? 1 say we were putting 
country ahead of party, (applause).

Let me again go a step further. 
When after putting our policies into 
force—and we did our best to get 
them into force—and the govern­
ment was attacked for what it. was 
doing, attacked in the province of 
Quebec, my friends, Mr. Lapointe, 
Mr. Cardin and Mr. Power, and

other members of the administra­
tion, went out and fought the gov­
ernment of Quebec on that very 
issue, and defeated them—were we 
putting party before country? (ap­
plause) .

Manion Wanted Election
Now, let me go back for a mom­

ent. You all will recall July and 
August of last year. You remember 
the effort that was made to have 
me bring on a general election at 
that time. Dr. Manion has told you 
today that we all knew there was a 
war coming, and we ought to have 
been prepared, yet he was the man 
who was urging that a general elec­
tion should be brought on at that 
time. It was Dr. Manion who urged 
that.

Look at the files of the daily 
papers and you will see in July 
and August Dr. Manion said, "Mr. 
King should be having a general 
election. He has no business to be 
hanging on to office.”

Was I putting party ahead of 
i country, when I said there will be

no general election until I see if 
there is going to be a war, and then 
we will make our decision and 
make known our position?

What a nice position this country j 
would have been in, had I permit- ; 
ted an election to be brought on in 
the month of August, and the war 
breaking out early in September^ if 
we had gone through a general 
election for two months, September 
and October, with a war proceeding 
in Europe, and Canada without any 
government or parliament, would 
we mot have been in a great posi­
tion? I >mH the interest of the

danger would be as great as it is. 
But everything that has been done, 
or that has not been done, has" been 
in the light of what is best for the 
country and not for the party (ap­
plause).

Coming down to our war effort 
in the last few months have we 
been thinking about the party? 
Have we not done what was best for 
the country? You have heard ref­
erence made to Mr. Rogers and 
what Mr. Rogers has done with 
reference to appointments in the 
defence department. You have 
heard what General McNaughton 
has said with regard to appoint­
ments in the defence department, 
that there is no such thing as pref­
erence being given, no such thing 
in the way of appointments being 
done for political motives. There 
never have been appointments in 
the army carried out more honor­
ably and fairly in the army itself 
than in the present case.

This minister sitting on the plat­
form tonight had issued to all mem­
bers of parliament, and made it 
known publicly, as I did also my­
self, that aopointments would not 
be on the basis of party, but would 
be strictly on the basis of merit.

"We Kept Country First”
When we appointed a war ! 

supply board were we thinking of 
party or thinking of the interests of 
the country? Look at the men on 
that, supply board and ask your­
selves are these men partisans or 
are they outstanding men to trust 
with great business affairs at a time 
or crisis such as this? Take the dif­
ferent boards that we have estab­
lished in connection with the ad­
ministration of war affairs. Ask 
yourselves the question: are these 
men representative of the Liberal 
party or are they representative of 
different parties, and some of them 
men whose party affiliation is 
hardly known at all.

I think, ladies and gentlemen, if 
you go over the record in that way 
you will see for yourselves very 
clearly that in all these things we 
have, above everything else, sought 
to keep country first and the 
country's interests first, and we 
have used the party only as a means 
ito an end, that end being the gov­
ernment of the country in the best 
(and most effective way.
' Now, I find that the time is get­
ting late, and I think I won’t say

had the interest
country at heart—not the interest 
of the party.

Best For the Country
There were many men who want- very much more except a word or 

ed me to bring on a campaign; they two in regard to the present situa- 
did not seem to feel there was thetion as I hope you will find it pos- 
same danger. The public did notsible to view it when a week from 
realize it. It was natural they should Monday comes around. The issue I 
not. In Britain itself, they did not 
realize, until recently, that the
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think is a very clear one. The issue 
is Canada's war effort, and what 
administration can best carry out 
that war effort.

Made No Sectional Appeal
Just here let me stress this point 

in regard to whether Dr. Manion is 
putting country first or party first 
in reference to all these promises 
that he is making in different parts 
of Canada today. I challenge any­
one in Canada to teli me where 
since this war began I have made 
any appeal of any kind of a section­
al nature, or for purely party rea­
sons. Since this campaign has open­
ed have I gone into any constit­
uency and tried to appeal to the 
local feeling there?

When I was in Western Canada 
did I talk about, wheat? Did I talk 
about freight rates? Did I talk about 
those different questions or did 1
talk wholly and solely about the 
war?

An effort; is being made today on 
the part of the leader of the Na­
tional Government, party to get 
away from the war effort issue 
altogether and to get people in the 
different constituencies thinking in 
the terms of their local particular 
questions that may come up there 
and which may be of big rtioment 
t.o them for the time being. Now, 
there is a very serious situation, 
and I say that Dr. Manion, when he 
talks about putting party ahead of 
country, had better drop, as quickly 
as he can, these different promises 
he is making in all sorts of places as 
to what he will do to remove radio 
licenses, give us so much money 
for wheat, and do this and do that. 
That is all in the nature of an ap­
peal for party ends and not for 
the good of this country as a whole 
at this particular time.

Get Down to the Issue
I say let us get down to this one 

thing which .is how this Canada 
can make the most effective effort 
in the winning of the war. If this 
war is not won humanity itself is 
going to suffer, and suffer untold 
agonies in all quarters of the globe. 
Today the forces that are opposing 
each other, I do not think it is ex­
aggerating to say, are equivalent 
to the forces of good and evil. You 
have got in the German mentality 
at this time under the direction of 
Nazism all that is worst in the mind 
of man and evil in this world. There

I is an effort there to destroy every­
thing we hold dear, not merely 
liberty, not merely freedom, but to 
destroy every sanctity of manhood 
itself, asserting that all that counts 
in the matter of power and con­
trol is violence and might, that 
might is right, and not what is right 
in itself.

You have got these forces that 
are putting their reliance upon vio­
lence and might and power in that 
way, and they are crushing in upon 
these different, democracies that love 
freedom of action and thought, and 
love freedom of belief and that are 
determined at all costs to maintain 
these things. So I say in this war 
there can be no such thing as neu­
trality in any sense of the word. We 
are either for or against the forces 
of evil, and all of those who are in­
terested in preserving what is right 
and good have to fight to the maxi­
mum of their strength in order to 
win at this particular time.

All Must Work Together
Canada itself cannot win this war. 

Britain herself cannot win this war. 
France herself cannot win this war 
The British Empire of itself cannot 
win the war but the different ele­
ments all coming together can; all 
working and each making its maxi­
mum contribution can do it, and 
Canada can make a very great con­
tribution, and maybe a contribu­
tion that will be the deciding one 
in the end.

This war Is going to be won on 
the fields of battle. It is going to 
be won on land, air and sea and it 
is also going to be won by the ef­
forts of men and women in the 
country, those in the mines, those 
in the forests, those in the fields, 
those in the fisheries, those in the 
factories, those on our transporta­
tion systems, those who are work­
ing with their hands. The amount 
of effort that they put in is going 
to help to determine the economic 
production of this nation and what 
we can give to help the allies in 
sustaining this great fight along the 
economic front.

In connection with this great air­
training scheme that has been in­
augurated, we have been told by 
the British government itself that 
it is the greatest thing that the 
British Empire itself has under­
taken' in this present wçr.

Lord Riverdale did nqt, spare 
words when he went back..Speak­
ing as the heâd of the British mis­
sion, he said that what had oeen 
accomplished at Ottawa was the 
greatest thing that had been don#, 
by the British commonwealtfy since 
the war started, and it has -inly 
begun.

When we sec that great scheme

develop, as it. is rapidly developing 
now, and when the moment, comes ' 
when it. is most needed, we will | 
be sending out from this country! 
in the air ... as we have sent outj 
already in part across the ocean an 
expeditionary force, and we will 
be sending more, and as we are 
doing on the ocean with our little 
naval force, small as it is, but ef­
fective, nevertheless ... we will 
be sending out that last .note of 
power and strength from this Do­
minion which may be the deciding 
one in this particular war.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, the 
war is not going to end soon. There 
will be a lot of people who will 
believe that because Finland has] 
been crushed for the time being.1 
and the war is stopped there- 
stopped as Finland says because 
she is small and she has to sacrifice 
a large part of her territory just 
because she is small and cannot 
hold it any longer—that the aggres­
sor is going to stop for that rea­
son.

For a United Canada
But that is just so much accom­

plished by the aggressor today, and 
they have stopped for the moment, 
but before this war is over, you 
may find not only Finland, but 
some other countries very near to 
Finland, in this war. You may find 
the southern parts of Europe also 
in danger. Who can say what part 
of this world is not going to be ter­
rorized before this present conflict 
is over?

No, it is not going to be a short 
war. It is going to run on for one 
or two or three years, according to 
the word that we get from those 
who are in the best position to 
know. What you are being called 
upon to do now is to decide on a 
week from Monday what body of 
men you think can best carry for­
ward this country's war efforts dur­
ing these next few years, as solemn 
and as grave a ahoice as a people 
ever had to make in the .history of 
any nation.

I say that this present adminis­
tration is fully equipped to make 
that maximum effort. We believe 
that maximum effort can only oe 
made if we have a united Canada, 
and we brieve — and this is the ! 
reason we aie appealing to you— 
we believe that our party, consti­
tuted as it is today, strong as it is, 
powerful as it is, representing all 
parts of this country in a true and 
broad way, is in a better position 
to keep this country united than 
any other party.
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Won’t Take Some In
Now, just to return to the National 

Government matter. What does Dr. 
Manion propose for his National 
Government? It means a union gov­
ernment, bringing in men from 
other political parties. We have a 
number of different parties now; 
there are a number of miscellaneous 
parties. I do not believe he will bring 
any of them in to form a union gov­
ernment.

Then we have what is now known 
as the New Democracy. Yesterday 
they were Social Crediters, but they, 
too, have changed their name, but 
there are only about 29 of them 
and I do not believe that Dr. Manion 
will bring them into his National 
Government, and if he did I do no" 
believe that it would help the peace 
of mind of the people of this coun 
try.

Then we have the C.C.F.--the Co­
operative Commonwealth Federa­
tion. I forget at the moment the 
lumber of candidates they have, 
out if you add them all together and 
add the members of the New 
Democracy, you would not have 
enough, if they were all returned, to 
form a government.

Then, too, Mr. Woods worth says 
he will have nothing to do with Dr. 
Manion, so Dr. Manion is reduced 
down to one thing, and that is, the 
getting of Liberals into his govern-, 
ment, to bring about a National 
government. What does that mean? , 
I will just give you this, and then I 

I not detain you much more. I will ’ 
I give you Dr. Manion's own view.

The Statement of July
He has expressed his views in two 

ways; first of all. in reference to 
bringing men in from other parties, 
and then expressed himself as to the 
wisdom of having a decent opposi­
tion.

Here is what he had to say on the 
27th of July. Look at the Globe and 
Mail of that date—the date of the 
paper is the 27th of July; it was 
probably said the day before:

“The National Conservative leader,
I Robert J. Manion. today refused m 
recognize National Government as 

I a cure for Canada’s present-day ills, 
arguing that such a set-up would 

j inevitably lead to a Socialist regime, 
attacked by a combination of the

C.C.F. and Social Credit or otu r 
parlies.”

That is what he is prorto d" 
now.

“Every government starts to die 
soon after it is elected. The National 
Government would be the same in 
this respect as any other, and, there­
fore, after a period of time, the 
opposition would come into power.”

I do not wonder that Dr. Manion 
thinks that a party began to die 
when he started to lead it (laughter; 
applause). That is not my experience. 
The party I was leading in the last 
parliament was stronger at the end 
than it was at the beginning, after 
five years (applause).

Where Are We Heading
Then he goes on to say:
“But the opposition to the National 

Government presumably made up 
of Liberals and Cpnservatives, 
would'be the Social Crediters, the 
C.C.F. and other Socialist groups 
that cared to join with them. It 
would be these parties which would 
take over the reins of government, 
when the National Government had 
outlived its usefulness.”

Notice that, ladies and gentlemen. 
And I ask my fellow countrymen 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific to 
carefully consider this, and par­
ticularly those of this city and of 
this province, and see what you are 
heading for.

Dr. Manion says: “Let us have a 
ational Government, not of this 

government, but of the Liberals and 
Conservatives, and the conclusion 
of that will be that you will have 
all these extreme groups making up 
the opposition in parliament. There 
will be the C.C.F.. there will be the j 
Social Crediters; there will be per- J 
haps the Communists, if they arc j 
elected—and I do not think there 
will be—but everybody who has a j 

I grievance from one part of the coun- ! 
try or the other, will make up the 
opposition, and you will have on ! 
this side what they call the “two' 
old political parties” and on the ( 
other hand, you will have these other | 
groups, doing the best they possibly j 
can to make the country believe 
that they are somehow or other 
linked up to the best interests of the ! 
country.

Would Have Class War
Now, what is going to happen 

when that kind of thing goes on?
I venture to say if you had that sort 
of a set-up in the House of Commons, 
you would have a class war in this 
country inside of two years, in ad­
dition to a national war (applause).

That is what you would be head­
ing for. According to Dr. Manion,

I you would have these men of ex-

ypreme views—not men who simply
: differ on whether we are going too 
' far, as the Co^Tvalivcs mav fee), 

or not going far enough, as senr 
radicals feel, and you would have 
all sorts of extraordinary ideas as to 

' ; how this country is to be governed, 
j and what policies should prevail.
, That is not the kind of thing we 
want to see developed in this coun­
try, arid Dr. Manion, in his better 
moods, felt the strength of that, not 
only by what he said there, but here 
is what he said in a communication 
as late as November 2nd:

“Considering everything. the 
course followed by the government 
in keeping full control of its war 
program is probably the best for 
Canada, as under our parliamentary 
system, an alert and strong opposi­
tion’s criticism is second only to the 
importance of government itself.”

That is a good, sound doctrine. I 
subscribe to every word of it. In 
any democracy, an opposition is as 
necessary as government itself; 
necessary for this reason; that it 
continually watches the govern­
ment’s action in the name of the peo­
ple of Canada.

Value o: Opposition 
It is there to censure if we do 

what is wrong; it is there to suggest 
ideas to the government which the 
government itself may not have con­
sidered; it is there to be continually 
on the alert to see that the govern­
ment of the day does what is right 
and true, in accordance with the 
wishes of the people.

Do not imagine for one moment 
that because a particular party gets 
control of government, that, the nartv 
controls all that the government is 
doing. The opposition plays a very 
important part in determining what 
the government itself is doing. Mr. 
Lapointe and Mr. Rogers, I know, 
when we are discussing matters in 
cabinet—and every cabinet is the 
same have always said—as has the 
entire cabinet—“What will the op­
position say if that is done?”

There you have a check at once— 
a check at once—because you know 
the opposition is on guard in refer­
ence to this or that, if there is the 
slightest doubt about the wisdom of 
it, one way or the other.

But that is not the only check you 
have. In addition to the political 
'icad of thv country, Ihe.e is another 

of the c •.Titry, and that 
t ::l ! ' h v of the public ser-

v\ if c.i the business
t the c.y. Tr.at fcrdy is com­

pered of men of all poLtical parties, 
our civil servants, who carry on the 
business of this country, and has car­
ried it on year after year, is com* 
posed not of Liberals, nor of Con­
servatives, but of men of different 
views.
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Won't Take Some In
Now, just to return to the National 

Government matter. What, does Dr, 
Man ion propose for his National 
Government? It means a union gov­
ernment, bringing in men from 
other political parties. We have a 
number of different parties now; 
there are a number of miscellaneous 
parties. I do not believe he will bring 
any of them in to form a union gov­
ernment.

Then we have what is now known 
as the New Democracy. Yesterday 
they were Social Crediters, but they, 
too, have changed their name, but 
there are only about 29 of them 
and I do not believe that Dr. Manion 
will bring them into his National 
Government, and if he did I do no" 
believe that it would help the peace 
of mind of the people of this coun 
try.

Then we have the C.C.F.—the Co­
operative Commonwealth Federa­
tion. I forget at the moment the 
number of candidates they have, 
out if you add them all together and 
add the members of the New 
Democracy, you would not have 
enough, if they were all returned, to 
form a government.

Then, too, Mr. Woodsworth says 
he will have nothing to do with Dr. 
Manion, so Dr. Manion is reduced 
down to one thing, and that is, the 
getting of Liberals into his govern­
ment, to bring about a National 
government. What does that mean? 
I will just give you this, and then 
not detain you much more. I will 
give you Dr. Manion’s own view.

The Statement of July
He has expressed his views in two 

ways; first of all, in ' reference to 
bringing men in from other parties, 
and then expressed himself as to the 
wisdom of having a decent opposi­
tion.

Here is what he had to say on the 
27th of July. Look at the Globe and 
Mail of that date—the date of the 
paper is the 27th of July; it was 
probably said the day before:

“The National Conservative leader, 
Robert J. Manion, today refused 10 
recognize National Government as 
a cure for Canada’s present-day ills, 
arguing that such a set-up would 
inevitably lead to a Socialist regime, 
attacked by. a combination of the

C.C.F. and Social Credit or otV-r 
parties.”

That is what he is proposing to d<> 
now.

“Every government starts to die 
soon after it is elected. The National 
Government would be the same in 
this respect as any other, and, there­
fore, after a period of time, the 
opposition would come into power.”

I do not wonder that Dr. Manion 
thinks that a party began to die 
when he started to lead it (laughter; 
applause). That is not my experience. 
The party I was leading in the last 
parliament was stronger at the end 
than it was at the beginning, after 
five years (applause).

Where Are We Heading
Then he goes on to say:
“But the opposition to the National 

Government presumably made up 
of Liberals and Cpnservatives, 
would'be the Social Crediters, the 
C.C.F. and other Socialist groups 
that cared to join with them. It 
would be these parties which would 
take over the reins of government, 
when the National Government had 
outlived its usefulness.”

Notice that, ladies and gentlemen. 
And 1 ask my fellow countrymen 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific to 
carefully consider this, and par­
ticularly those of this city and of 
this province, and see what you arc 
heading for.
I Dr. Manion says: “Let us have a 
National Government, not of this 
government, but of the Liberals and 
Conservatives, and the conclusion 
of that will be that you will have 
all these extreme groups making up 
the opposition in parliament. There 
will be the C.C.F.. there will be the j 
Social Crediters; there will be per­
haps the Communists, if they arc 
elected—and I do not think there 
will be—but everybody who has a 
grievance from one part of the coun­
try or the other, will make up the 
opposition, and you will have on 
this side what they call the “two 
old political parties” and on the 
other hand, you will have these other 
groups, doing the best they possibly 
can to make the country believe 
that they are somehow or other 
linked up to the best interests of the 
country.

Would Have Class War
Now, what is going to happen 

when that kind of thing goes on?
I venture to say if you had that sort 
of a set-up in the House of Commons, 
you would have a class war in this 
country inside of two years, in ad­
dition to a national war (applause).

That is what you would be head­
ing for. According to Dr. Manion, 

i you would have these men of ex-

yfirome views—not men who simply
, differ on whether we are going too 
] far, as the Conr,cvvaUves mav fs?]. 

or not going far enough, as sc nr 
i radicals feel, and you would have 

" ; all sorts of extraordinary ideas as to 
how this country is to be governed, 
and what policies should prevail. 
That is not the kind of thing we 
want to see developed in this coun­
try, and Dr. Manion, in his better 
moods, felt the strength of that, not 
only by what he said there, but here 
is what he said in a communication 
as late as November 2nd:

“Considering everything. the 
course followed by the government 
in keeping full control of its war 
program is probably the best for 
Canada, as under our parliamentary ! 
system, an alert and strong opposi- ; 
tion’s criticism is second only to the 
importance of government itself.”

That is a good, sound doctrine. I 
subscribe to every word of it. In 
any democracy, an opposition is as 
necessary as government itself; 
necessary for this reason; that it 
continually watches the govern­
ment’s action in the name of the peo­
ple of Canada.

Value o: Opposition 
It is there to censure if we do 

what is wrong; it is there to suggest 
ideas to the government which the 
government itself may not have con­
sidered; it is there to be continually 
on the alert to see that the govern­
ment of the day does what is right 
and true, in accordance with the 
wishes of the people.

Do not imagine for one moment 
that because a particular party gets 
control of government that the nartv 
controls all that the government is 
doing. The opposition plays a very 
important part in determining what 
the government itself is doing. Mr. 
Lapointe and Mr. Rogers, I know, 
when we are discussing matters in 
cabinet—and every cabinet is the 
same have always said—as has the 
entire cabinet—“What will the op­
position say if that is done?”

There you have a check at once— 
a check at once—because you know 
the opposition is on guard in refer­
ence to this or that, if there is the 
slightest doubt about the wisdom of 
it, one way or the other.

But that is not the only check you 
have. In addition to the political 
head of tfrr country, there is another 

jyei t of the c nmtry, and that * 
that / :• : b v of the public ser- 

w i r • cn the business 
1 the country. 'i.'.at bedy is com­

posed of men of all political parties, 
our civil servants, who carry on the 
business of this country, and has car­
ried it on year after year, is com­
posed not of Liberals, nor of Con­
servatives, but of men of different 
views.
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Other Checks On Government
I have never, as long as I have 

been in office, allowed a single man 
to be dismissed from the public ser­
vice because of his party affiliations, 
but I have seen that men of differ­
ent political parties were protected, 
as long as they did their work.

But not only is it the opposition 
and the civil service that are checks 
upon the government, to see that 
the views of the people prevail. But 
you must remember that you have 
two houses of parliament, the Sen­
ate and the House of Commons, and 
everything the government does in 
the way of legislation has to be ap­
proved by the Senate. And do you 
know this, ladies and gentlemen, 
that in all the years I have been at 
the head of the government of Can­
ada—13 years altogether—in not one 
single one of those years have I had 
the good fortune to have a Liberal 
majority in the Senate? There has 
been a Conservative Senate against 
the governments I have been the 
head of. all the way through. The 
Senate is a check upon every piece 
of legislation that is brought in. It 
is a Conservative Senate today, and 
it will be for some time to come.

In addition to that, you have pub­
lic opinion;'you have the press of 
this country, the radio for mçn ,to 
speak over, and a dozen and one 
ways in which public opiuipp is 
formed, and all thesei»r*iactor» that
control fhr government, m do not 
imagine that a party simply goes in 
to get everything for party ends; it 
goes in to try and serve the inter­
ests of the country as a whole, in 
the most effective way it possibly 
can. (applause).

Picked the Strong Man
I want to just add this word. When 

the war came on. the pres'"-' -i- 
min:st ration at or or it
was r.?corr'Ty to bri "1 in m■ n
outr’de to su -1...... **t tu- e 1 i-
1’C service as for as we ccuV ’e 
had our efficient pub,;c serv'< it
we went outside and went t. f- 
ferent parts of the country and 
picked out strong men here and 
there from those parts, and put them 
into different positions. They are 
administering the affairs of the 
country today, without any inter­
ference from the government, and 
they are carrying on the war efforts 
in a dozen and one different direc­
tions. (Applause.)

If, as is altogether possible, the 
war assumes terrible proportions be­
fore very long, it may be necessary, 
and I think it will be, for us to add 
to the numbers of those who can as­
sist us by their expert knowledge 
and advice. I would be the last man.

in the world not to wish to bring 
into association with the govern­
ment, in the form of advisers to our 
different war activities, those who 
would be able to assist us by their 
counsel and advice, and some of 
them also by being able to bring 
special knowledge that they have to 
bear on the situations which may 
arise, but that is a very different 
thing than bringing into a cabinet 
men who have different political 
views.

A cabinet has a terrible responsi­
bility in time of war. You cannot 
have—Mr. Woodsworth has ptit the 
picture very well—when you are 
trying to steer a ship, you cannot 
have four men, pilots, grabbing at 

the wheel, ana each one trying to 
pull in a different direction.

Must Have Responsibility
You have to have responsibility, 

and with responsibility you have to 
have power, and the two things go 
together. It is not because we do 
not want to share government with 
other people who differ from us, that 
we do not go in for a National gov­
ernment; it is because we want to 
have a united body of men, carry­
ing on the effort in time of war 
when it is needed for that purpose. 
(Applause.)

That is the reason, and the sole 
reason, why we feel the necessity of 
having a government composed of 
men who feel and think alike to 
carry on the business of the nation.

Well, as I say, ladies and gentle­
men, if after the 26th of March, the 
present administration should be re­
turned, we will keep to the fore one 
thing, first of all, that victory above 
everything else is necessary in this 
war. and, secondly, that in order to 
maintain victory, this country must 
put forth its maximum effort in 
every possible direction to help to 
win that war. and in the third place, 
we believe that the maximum effort 
can only be put forward as our

country is united. United we can go 
on; divided our efforts will be spoil­
ed in different directions.
In the last place we believe that the 

government which has the record, 
which has the association, which has 
the known capacity and ability this 
present administration has, and 
above all, is united in all its actions, 
united in all its ministry, united in 
its following, united in its represen­
tatives from coast to coast, that gov­
ernment, better than any other, will 
be able to carry on its administra­
tion through the trying years which 
are ahead. (Applause.)

If we are returned, we will give 
the best that is in us, to our nation, 
in furthering Canada’s war effort to 
the utmost of the ability of our 
country.

I thank you. (Prolonged applause.) j.
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Other Checks On Government
I have never, as long as I have 

been in office, allowed a single man 
to be dismissed from the public ser­
vice because of his party affiliations, 
but I have seen that men of differ­
ent political parties were protected, 
as long as they did their work.

But not only is it the opposition 
and the civil service that are checks 
upon the government, to see that' 
the views of the people prevail. But 
you must remember that you have 
two houses of parliament, the Sen­
ate and the House of Commons, and 
everything the government does in 
the way of legislation has to be ap­
proved by the Senate. And do you 
know this, ladies and gentlemen, 
that in all the years I have been at 
the head of the government of Can­
ada—13 years altogether—in not one 
single one of those years have I had 
the good fortune to have a Liberal 
majority in the Senate? There has 
been a Conservative Senate against 
the governments I have been the 
head of, all the way through. The 
Senate is a check upon every piece 
of legislation that is brought in. It 
is a Conservative Senate today» and 
it will be for some time to comfci

In addition to that, you have pub­
lic opinion; ‘you have the press of 
this country, the radio for mçn 4o 
speak over, and a dozen and^ ode 

in which public opiuiflb _is

control the government, so do not 
imagine that a party simply goes in 
to get everything for party ends; it 
goes in to try and serve the inter­
ests of the country as a whole, in 
the most effective way it possibly 
can. (applause).

Picked the Strong Man 
I want to just add this word. When

-d- 
it
Q

’e 
it 
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the war came on, the presr’- 
min’fitratirn at once
was n3C»rr~ry to brifn r»v 
cutr’da to sv tu- e •
l’C service as far as we ceu'f 
had our efficient pub,5c serv'f 
we went outrode and went t< 
ferent parts of the country and 
picked out strong men here and 
there from those pasts, and put them 
into different positions. They are 
administering the affairs of the 
country today, without any inter­
ference tram the government, and 
they are carrying on the war efforts 
in a dozen and one different direc­
tions. (Applause.)

If, as is altogether possible, the 
war assumes terrible proportions be­
fore very long, it may be necessary, 
and I think it will be, for us to add 
to the numbers of those who can as­
sist us by their expert knowledge 
and advice. I would be the last man

in the world not to wish to bring 
into association with the govern­
ment, in the form of advisers to our 
different war activities, those who 
would be able to assist us by their 
counsel and advice, and some of 
them also by being able to bring 
special knowledge that they have to 
bear on the situations which may 
arise, but that is a very different 
thing than bringing into a cabinet 
men who have different political 
views.

A cabinet has a terrible responsi­
bility in time of war. You cannot 
have—Mr. Woods worth has p\it the 
picture very well—when you are 
trying to steer a ship, you cannot 
have four men, pilots, grabbing at 

the wheel, ana each one trying to 
pul| in a different direction.

Must Have Responsibility
You have to have responsibility, 

and with responsibility you have to 
hay* power, and the two things go 
together. It is not because we do 
not W*nt to share government with 
other people who differ from us, that 
we do not go in for a National gov­
ernment; it is because we want to 
have a united body of men, carry­
ing on the effort in time of war 
when it is needed for that purpose. 
(Applause.)

That is the reason, and the sole 
reason, why we feel the necessity of 
having a government composed of 
men who feel and think alike to 
carry on the business of the nation.

Well, as I say, ladies and gentle­
men, if after the 26th of March, the 
present administration should be re­
turned, we will keep to the fore one 
thing, first of all, that victory above 
everything else is necessary in this 
war, and, secondly, that in order to 
maintain victory, this country must 
put forth its maximum effort in 
every possible direction to help to 
win that war. and in the third place, 
we believe that the maximum effort 
can only be put forward as our

country is united. United we can go I 
on; divided our efforts will be spoil­
ed in different directions.

In the last place we believe that the 
government which has the record, 
which has the association, which has 
the known capacity and ability this 
present administration has, and 
above all, is united in all its actions, 
united in all its ministry, united in 
its following, united in its represen­
tatives from coast to coast, that gov­
ernment, better than any other, will 
be able to carry on its administra­
tion through the trying years which 
are ahead. (Applause.)

If we are returned, we will give 
the best that is in us, to our nation, 
in furthering Canada’s war effort to 
the utmost of the ability of our 
country.

I thank you. (Prolonged applause.) ,
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'EACH ONE OF MY MEMBERS 
STANDS BY ME LIKE ARMY

Has Never Lost a Man, Says 
Premier King—Unity 

Features Career

PERFECT HARMONY

The iext of Premier King's 
address at last night's Liberal rally 
in Massey Hall follows:

In the course of my public life 
it has been my privilege to be pre­
sent at and to address a very large 
number of political meetings, but 
T doubt if in the course of my whole 
experience there has been a single 
occasion which will remain in my 
memory to the extent to which the 
gathering this evening is certain to 
remain. What I am saying of myself 
I think probably is equally true 
of every one who is present in this 
hall tonight. This meeting this eve­
ning is one of the historic political 
meetings in our country. It will 
be remembered by all of you who 
are here as long as you live, and 
T am sure that many of you will 
tell your children, and they will 
tell their children of what you have 
witnessed here this evening.

To me personally I cannot but 
feel that while public life has many 
hard places it has also its great 
rewards. I am one who believes 
very strongly in the doctrine of 
compensation, and as has been told 
you here this evening already, when 
blows come thick and fast, you can 
be pretty sure they come from an 
enemy, and that there is a reason 
for it; that he feels there is some 
strength in the adversary or the 
blows would be going in some other 
direction.

Oldest, Closest Friends
But this evening, ladies and 

gentlemen, if you will allow me 
to say just a personal word in adr 
vance of speaking on political issues,
I have reason for a very special 
pride, and it is this, that without 
any prior arrangement, as far as 
I am aware, but by the mere co­
incidence of events, there happens 
to be on this platform with me to­
night a group of gentlemen who are 
among the oldest and closest friends, 
personal and political, that I have 
lad in the

In the person of the presiding 
officer this evening, Senator Hardy,
I have one who entered university 
with me, as he has told you this

evening, in 1890, fifty years ago. 
We went as young men, as under­
graduates to the classes at the uni­
versity, and from that time to this 
we have been intimately associated 
with each other in the different re­
lationships with which we have 
been brought into association. To 
have him here at my side after these 
50 years, speaking to you in confi­
dence of the close friendship which 
we have enjoyed, and some of the 
remarks that have taken place, so 
1o speak, behind the scenes, is a 
tribute that I cannot be too grate­
ful for.

You have just listened to the 
grand old man of this province, 
the Rt. Hon. Sir William Mulock.
I think I can say that no man or 
woman who is present here this 
evening can other than rejoice that 
it has been a great privilege to 
'Ce on a political platform in our 
•ountry a gentleman who has had 
as great a career as any man in the 
public life of Canada, and who 
appears before you to speak to you 
and to address you at the great age 
of 96 years.

Sir William Opened Door
My association with Sir William 

has been even more intimate than 
with Senator Hardy, and I doubt 
—and I think I am right perhaps, 
Sir William—if two men in Canada 
have ever had a closer combined 
personal and political friendship 
than you and I have enjoyed for 
half a century.

I do not forget, and I think of 
it particularly this evening, that it 
was Sir William Mulock who sent 
a cable to me when I was travel­
ling in Europe informing me that 
the government of Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier had decided to establish 
a department of labor, and that 
he was to take charge of that de­
partment, and the organization of 
it, and inviting me to come to 
Canada to undertake the work of 
his deputy in the organization of the 
new department about to be estab-, 
lished.
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It was through Sir William

Mulock that in this way the door 
opened for me to come into the 
political life of the country, to come 
into it first through the public 
service of the country. I wish to­
night to say something that perhaps 
is very unusual, and that is at the 
end of 40 years to thank Sir Wil­
liam anew in the presence of my 
fellow citizens for the privilege 
which he gave me on that occasion.

Then, I have beside me tonight 
on this platform one who has been 
exceedingly close to me in all this 
political life in which I have ac­
tively participated. There has been 
no one in this country who was 
over a more loyal, truer, more faith­
ful associate than my friend, Ernest 
Lapointe.

Oldest Member of House
it makes me particularly happy 

and proud, ladies and gentlemen, 
to think that Mr. Lapointe, who is 
very busy at this time, and speak­
ing in all parts of the country, 
should have found it possible to 
come here this evening and to speak 
in this city at the meeting at which 
I also have the privilege of being 
present. He has been good enough 
to ?ay many things about me, and 
I would like to say many things 
about him, but all I can say is that

| if half of what he has told you is 
true in regard to myself I could 
repeat it 100 per cent, in regard to 
him.

We have worked in the closest 
association with respect to all ques­
tions that have come up. He has 
been in parliament for 36 years, 
and there is another thing for you 
to remember, that you have the 
honor this evening not only of look­
ing upon the oldest privy councillor 
in the Dominion of Canada sitting 
on this platform, but also the oldest 
member of the house of commons 
of Canada.

Now, do these associations not 
mean something? These men are not 
at my side because I have ever 
betrayed the Liberal party or be­
trayed any principle of the party. 
They are at my side tonight because 
during the time I have been the 
leader of this party I have been 
faithful to the party and faithful 
to its principles.

There is also here this evening a 
gentleman who has been a very 
close friend and associate of mine. 
We were associated together first 
in the work of the prime minister’s 
office. We have since been associat­
ed together in the cabinet. I imagine 
that association we had in the office 
of the prime minister, where Mr. 
Rogers saw everything from the in­
side, was about as intimate an asso­
ciation as one man could come to 
have with another.

Another Evidence of Trust
The fact that he was prepared 

himself to come into public life and 
take on the turmoil and the strife of 
public life, and to accept the great 
responsibility which he today has 
accepted in the present government, 
that in itself again is another evi­
dence of confidence and friendship 
of which I cannot be too proud.

Mr. Lapointe has told you tonight 
of something else, and that is this: 
I hâve worked with my colleagues 
steadily over the years that I have 
been in office, and I do not think 
in all that time, 12 or 13 years al­
together that I have been in the 
office of prime minister, that during 
the time that these gentlemen were 
associated with me in the cabinet 
that I had a single personal differ­
ence with any colleague. We have 
had differences about our views as 
to how far we should go in one dir­
ection or another or as 1o whether 
this course was advisable or not, 
but there has never been a personal 
difference, nor has there been a loss 
of friendship of any kind at any 
time in which we were in the cab­
inet together.

I come now to this present cab­
inet. As to the present cabinet, as 
you have been told, there is not a 
single member of it has left my 
side in this campaign. Not a single 
member has left my side since the 
cabinet was formed nearly five 
years ago except Mr. Rinfret who 
was taken from us altogether, and 
two of my colleagues, Mr. Dunning 
and Senator Elliott, who were oblig­
ed on account of failure of health 
for the time being to give up the 
offices they held.

Every One Loyal and True
These things are significant at the j 

time when we are speaking of unity, 
and speaking of the direction of 
affairs, in which it is essential to 
have men working and co-operat­
ing together.

That goes very far, but may I say , 
one thing further. There are. on this j 
platform tonight, a great body of ; 
gentlemen who are presenting I 
themselves as Liberal candidates, 
and amongst them, some who were 
members of the last parliament. In 
the last parliament, there came back 
into power, a government with the 
largest following of any political 
party in the history of our Domin­
ion—-the largest following. And, 
ladies and gentlemen, may I stress 
this point, that in the five sessions 
we have held in the last four years, 
running into the fifth year, not­
withstanding that our following was 
the largest in the history of Canada, 
we never lost one man from our 
side during the whole five years. 
(Applause). Not one. Every one of 
them remained loyal and true to 

ir leader.
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And may I point out another ' 

thing; there is not one single man, 
amongst that large number, who is

me in this general election 
—not one, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. (Applause).

Most of them have been re-nom­
inated as Liberal candidates in the 
various constituencies throughout 
Canada. There they stand; a great 
army. We have been as one, from 
the very beginning to this hour. 
Now, I ask you, is there not some­
thing to this association that is of 
value to this country at this time 
of its greatest .need?

“Why We Ask Support"
I put that question before the 

people of Canada tonight. Is there 
not something, after all, in the in­
timacy of that association, in that 
complete unity of men from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, with regard 
to men who have been in such close 
association with each other, which i 
is of the greatest possible value to 
this nation at this critical time in 
the history of the world? (Ap­
plause).

It is for that reason that we are 
asking the people to give us their 
support, to enable us to go on with

the arduous and heavy task which 
has come to us.

The war was none of our making, 
but when it came its obligations fell 
heaviest of all upon our shoulders. 
We had to make the decision for 
this country. We accepted it in full 
measure, and I think we have dis­
charged our obligations in full meas­
ure also. We are now before the 
people to ask them whether or not 
they feel that we are to be trusted 
to carry on the war effort of Can­
ada, in the light of what we have 
done in the matter of bringing this 
country into the war as one, and in 
putting forth the vigorous war 
effort on behalf of this war which 
we have since we came into office.

Now, the question is a very simple 
one. as to what the public has to 
decide. Sir William Mulock has put 
it to you out of his great wealth 
of experience as a public man and 
a jurist.

The Question To Decide
It is a question of what is best for 

Canada in the carrying on of its war 
efforts, to have an administration, 
every man of whom you all know, 
every man of whom has been in 
public office for a long time, to 
have an administration with a re­
cord already before you, to con­
tinue to carry on at this time, or 
to sweep out that government and 
put in an administration, about 
which you do not know the first 

I thing—in fact, about which you 
know nothing whatever. That is the 
question.

Ladies and gentlemen, there has 
never been such an extraordinary 
situation in the history of our 
country as presents itself at this 
time. You are being asked to vote 
for a national government in Can­

ada. Was there ever a greater mis­
nomer? Can you tell me anywhere 
else in any country in the world, 
where men and women have been 
asked to vote for national govern­
ment candidates, where the govern­
ment itself was not in existence? 
(Laughter, applause).

Candidates who arc supporting 
the Liberal parly today are asking 
the people to support a government 
which is known, whose policies are 
known, whose principles are known, 
whose record is known.

You are being asked by Dr. 
Manion to support a government— 
he calls it a “National Government” 
—which is a government which is 
non-existent, that does not exist, 
that is not even a shadow govern­
ment, because it has never existed 
enough to throw a shadow (laugh­
ter) across Canada.

Purely a Phantom 
It is purely a phantom govern­

ment. As Sir William (Mulock) says, 
it is a government which exists in 
the mind—an imaginary govern­
ment, (applause). That is what you 
are being asked to vote for—in time 
of war. In the worst situation which 
this world has ever been faced with,

I you arc being asked to put out a 
'government that has shown its cap­
abilities and ability to direct the 
country’s affairs in time of war, and 
put in its place this imaginary ad­
ministration.
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I submit that if this situation were 
not so critical, that it would be ab­
solutely funny; it is perfectly ludi­
crous, because, as I say, there has 
never been in the history of this 
world a situation where the people 
were asked to vote for a govern­
ment which does not exist. They 
have been asked to vote for a party 
which is prepared to do this or that, 
under a certain set of circumstances, 
but that is a very different thing. 
That is not what is going on today. 
You are being asked to vote for a 
government which exists only in 
the imagination of its candidates.

Dr. Manion, speaking in Kingston 
last night, said an extraordinary 
thing. He said he was trying to 
follow the examples of Sir Jo.hn A. 
Macdonald, and Sir Robert Borden; 
that they had formed a coalition or 
a National Government, and he was

loing the same thing, in a time of 
great emergency.

Does He Know History 
He went further, and he said he , 

was doing this, because he wanted | 
to put country before party. I want j 
you to keep these thoughts in mind. 
Dr. Manion said he has found it nec­
essary to create this National Gov­
ernment, so-called—an imaginary 
government — in order to put 
country before party. In other 
words, wherever there has been a 
political party before, which has 
sought to administer the affairs of 
the country, its object was not to 
serve the country, but to serve the 
party.

Let us take Sir John Macdonald’s 
record on that. Let us take it since 
confederation. Was Sir John A. 
Macdonald ever the head of or tak­
ing part in a coalition government 
since confederation? I wonder if 
Dr. Manion knows his history. Sir 
John A. Macdonald was never a 
member of any coalition government 
since confederation. What happened 
sometime prior to confederation 
was this: these two old provinces of 
Ontario and Quebec joined together 
from 1840 on, in one government, 
known as the “Union Government”, 
which sat one year at Kingston and 
another year at Montreal.

It had a large following from On­
tario, and a large following from 
Quebec-members in the House. 
Those from Ontario were largely 
English-speaking and Protestant; 
those from Quebec were largely 
French-speaking and Roman Catho­
lic.

It was found, in the course of the 
proceedings in that parliament, that 
the parties were so evenly balanced 
one way or another, and were so 
much opposed to each other, that 
it was found almost impossible to 
carry on the government at all.

How Confederation Came
In those circumstances, an effort 

was made through the then Gov­
ernor Monk, and others associated 
with him. to try to get the mem­
bers of these two provinces to join 
together to make government itself 
possible, not to put it through on 
any certain principles, and George 
Brown,- of this city, .said he was 
prepared to give up any feelings he 
had against Sir John A. Macdonald, 
and to join with him in helping to 
carry on government.

When the government was form­
ed, there were discussions on dif­
ferent questions. There was held a 
conference in the Maritime prov­
inces of men who wanted to unite 
the maritime provinces as one, and 
hey thought it was better to unite 
ill the provinces into a Dominion, 
md another conference was held in 
Quebec for the purpose of drafting 
egislation, out of which came the 
British North America Act, and con- 
’ederation. These men joined to­
gether to make government pos­
sible, and to help pave the way for
bringing into being the confedera­
tion of all the provinces.

But, notice this. They were not 
imaginary men : they were not un­
known men; they were not men 
who had no following; they were 
not men who were designated “N. 
G's.”; they were Conservatives and 
Liberals; they were outstanding 
men in parliament, who were 
known, and who joined together to 
help to do the particular work at 
that particular time.

We have no such situation today 
in Canada, and, frankly, Anc of the 
reasons we have not,' is because we 
have our friend. Mr. Lapointe, sit­
ting on this platform tonight (ap­
plause). \

Emphasis on Unity
You have .your associates from 

this province, joining with his asso­
ciates from the province of Quebec, 
not with a view of putting emphasis 
on the differences which lie be­
tween them, but to put emphasis on 
the unity we have, as Canadians, 
working together in common (ap­
plause) .

We do not need to form any 
“N.G.” government in order to 
bring about unity in Canada. We 
have it now. and what we are try­
ing to do is to preserve it, and save 
it from being destroyed in some 
other wav.
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Now, coining down to his next 
example. Sir John A. Macdonald 
was head of the Conservative party 
'In Canada from confederation—from 
1867—with the exception of an in­
termission, during the time of 
Alexander MacKenzie—until the 
early 90‘s. What was he leading? 
He was leading the Conservative 
party.

Now read Dr. Manionrs words at 
Kingston, the seat Sir John (Mac­
donald) represented, and ask your­
selves how it applies to Sir John. 
He was leading a party, and it is 
Dr. Manion’s logic that if Vou lead 
a party, therefore, you are against 
your country. What does Dr. Manion 
say he has done with the country,
I would not have believed this, if 
I had not read it with my own 
eyes. Here is the statement from 
the Monetary Times, and I think 
the same will be found in McLean’s 
Magazine.

Here is a picture of Dr. Manion, 
and underneath it, these words:
“I submerged the Conservative
party in the interest of Canada’s 
future"—“I submerged the party in 
the interest of Canada’s future."

“I’d Rescue The Party"
Just imagine: (laughter): Imagine 

a political leader, chosen by a large 
following, who designated them­
selves "Conservatives", saying that 
in order to serve his country he had 
to submerge the party, (laughter).

I do not know how far the Con­
servatives are going to follow him 
in this campaign, but I can tell you 
if I belonged to any party and my 
leader thought it well to submerge 
it I would not be on his platform 
supporting him. I would be out try­
ing to rescue his parly.

Take Sir Robert Borden. He says 
Sir Robert Borden formed a union 
government, and therefore this 
ought to be done here. Well, I say 
nothing about the record of the gov­
ernment, but I would point out that 
it was not formed until after three 
years of war, and it was formed as 
any coalition is formed, or any 
union government is formed, for a 
specific purpose.

The government of Sir Robert 
Borden was formed to put through 
the policy of conscription, and it 
was formed out of men on both 
sides of Parliament for that reason, 
men who differed in their political 
views but who felt conscientiously 
that conscription was the thing that 
was necessary at this time. What 
I want to point out is this: Sir 
Robert Borden led his party in those 
years.

Was he only for'the party and not 
for the state when he was leading

his government at that time? Was 
Mr. Bennett, the late Conservative 
leader, only for the party and not 
for the country when he was lead­
ing his government? Was the Rt. 
Hon. Arthur Meighen leading his 
party only for the sake of the party 
and not for the sake of the country?

It is a condemnation of every 
man who has ever been the head of 
of a political party when one says 
that the party has to be submerg­
ed in order that the country’s in­
terest may be served. Parties are 
necessary. They are a necessary in­
strument for carrying on govern­
ment under a democracy. There is 
no other way of doing it.

If you try any other way, as Mr.

j Lapointe has said tonight, you get 
I into the position where you have a 
!,totalitarian state, and you have one j 
party only, and anyone who differs 
with the party is put out of business 
altogether. It is that kind of thing 
we want to get away from in this 
country, or rather we do not want 
it to come near us if we can pos­
sibly keep it away. What I want to 
emphasize this evening is this, be­
cause I feel that the national gov­
ernment question is an important 
one in this campaign, that it has a 
subtle appeal to a number of people 
who seem to think that we all ought 
to be for thq state, and that if we 
support a particular party there­
fore we are not supporting the state. 
That is the doctrine that Dr. Manion 
has put out. Nothing could be fur­
ther from the truth than that, be­
cause parties arc necessary, as I say, 
in order to make possible the carry­
ing on of government in a dem­
ocracy.

Not In True Sense
But what is necessary with a na­

tional government in the sense in 
whioh Dr. Manion has used it? He 
is not using the word in the true 
sense at all. National government 
in the true sense is, as Mr. La­
pointe has described it, a govern­
ment that represents all parts of 
the country and represents it in a 
very certain and definite way, and 
is carrying on the national business 
of the country. That is a national 
government, and that is what this 
present government is. It is a na­
tional government in the true sense 
of the word.
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It isn’t a government composed of I 
men of conflicting ideas. It is a gov­
ernment composed of men who have 
views in common with relation to 
the management of affairs in our 
country, but what 1 want to stress, j 
if I may, is this, that any govern- j 
ment that appeals to the people, or 
any party that appeals to the people, 
ought to make known its policies, 
ought to have backing for its poli­
cies on the part of those who have 
to do with the making of the poli­
cies of a political party.

Now, I am going to try to put 
the case to you In a manner in 
which l think you will be able to 
carry it away quite easily in your 
minds, and I ask you to consider 
how Dr. Manion came into the 
leadership of his own party, and 
what a party stands for in that way.

“I Submerge It All"
The Conservative party in 1938 

had a convention. They thought It 
desirable to select a leader, a new 
leader. That convention was rep­
resentative of all parts of Canada. 
Conservatives came from every 
part. They came from the different 
constituencies. They knew what 
their following in those constituen­
cies wanted. They drew up a series 
oif resolutions at the convention.

Those resolutions were brought be­
fore the convention.

After a good deal of discussion 
some of them were dropped and 
others were accepted, and they be­
came the platform and policy of the 
Conservative party from then on, 
and Dr. Manion was chosen as the 
leader of that party to put its prin­
ciples and policies into force when­
ever the opportunity might be given 
him for that purpose. Now, what 
has he done? He has said “so far as 
that is concerned I am going to 
submerge all that. I am going to 
begin and build up the party my­
self.” So he starts to work without 
any convention, without any group 
of men belonging to the party he 
has now created giving him auth­
ority so to do, and he makes him­
self the leader of that party, and he 
lays down its policy, not a soul 
back of him anywhere, and then he 
gets candidates and appeals to the 
country on that basis.

Now, I notice Dr. Manion said 
last night at Kingston: “But I did 
have the backing of the members 
of parliament; we all met in caucus, 
and we all agreed we should go to 
the country as a national govern­
ment.”

It’s Absolutely Untrue
I say that is absolutely untrue, 

and I will tell you why it is un­
true in a way that I think even 
Dr. Manion himself will have to 
accept.

He said, “We all met in caucus 
and decided we would become the 
national government party.”

There was no parliament when 
their caucus met; not one of them 
was a member of parliament, not 
one. A group of ex-M.P.’s, a group 
of men who had been members of 
parliament, but a parliament that 
had gone out of existence, what 
right had they to say what tho> 
people of the different constituen­
cies they represented wanted?

It shows you, ladies and gentle­
men. how far we are drifting from 
a real understanding of democratic 
principles. Men have forgotten that* 
the real source and authority olV 
that power in government is t.het 
people in the country, that you ans» 
the government. Then the constitué 
tion of our country says the pcopl*

have the right to name who their 
representatives shall be.

The constitution has also takem 
good care to provide that these rep­
resentatives shall not get everything 
in their own way for all time, bub 
once at least in every five years 
the people will have a chance to 
choose a new set of representatives 
and say anew who their represeent-t 
atives in parliament will be. So* 
following up the constitutional prac­
tice, after we had five years of 
parliament, I advised the governor- 
general to dissolve this present par­
liament and give the people ai 
chance to elect their own repre­
sentatives for a war parliament.

“Did Party Consent?"
What I want to draw attention 

to is this, that the caucus that Dr* 
Manion talks about was a caucus 
that was held after parliament had 
ceased to exist, and of men who 
were not members of parliament 
at all. But supposing they were, had 
any of them had a chance to con* 
suit their constituents? Had any 
of them got apy consent on the parti 
of the Conservative party in the 
different constituencies of Canada! 
to change its name from Conserva­
tive into National Government ofl 
“N.G." government?

Dr. Manion went a step further. 
He said: “It has also been approved 
by the leaders in the different prov­
inces." What leaders? Who were 
they? Let Dr. Manion give us their; 
names so the people will under* 
stand who it is that is taking the!

.(Continued on Page 13)
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authority of speaking in the name 
of the Conservative party in the 
different provinces without even 
consulting the people of those prov­
inces. Where have the leaders of 
these different provinces had a 
chance to confer with the electorate 
in the provinces in relation to the 
program that Dr. Manion has put 
forward or in relation to the title 
he has given to the party which he 
is leading? No, ladies and gentle­
men, the more you look into this 
thing the more you find that not 
only In this present campaign arc 
Ihe great questions that lie in rela­
tion to peace and war at stake but 
also the very fundamentals of 
democratic government in our 
country. Do not let; that be trifled 
with at a time when we are trying 
to do the best we can to preserve 
freedorrt in other parts.

Parallel to Stevens
Tf you want an exact parallel for 

what. Dr. Manion has done, I will 
give it to you. and I do not think 
it. can be refuted.

Dr. Manion has done exactly what | 
Harry Stevens, who was his left 
bov’er for five years, did. Harry 
Stevens first of all forsook his own 
party, which is what Dr. Manion has 
done. He left the Conservative 
party, although he is still a Con­
servative. He was back on the Con­
servative scats afterwards, but he 
left, the party, and what did he dô 
"to form another party under an­
other name? He went to work and 
gave it a name, and the name was 
the Reconstruction party, which was 
going to be so appealing. Every­
body was looking for reconstruction 
at that time, and that would be a 
catch-word all over the country.

Having given the party a name, 
the next thing he did was to try 
to give it a policy. So what did 
Stevens do? He started in with 
scissors and paste, clipping from j 
different platforms here and there, ! 
th things he thought would appeal 
to the different people in different 
parts of Canada, and he drafted it 
all in the form of a platform and 
published it as the Reconstruction 
platform.

Then what was the third step? 
To get a leader. Stevens was all 
alone. He had worked out the plat­
form, and having done so, the next 
thing he thought wise to do was 
to become the leader, and so he 
became the leader of the Recon­
struction party.

Getting the Candidates
Having become the leader, and 

having his platform, the next thing 
was to get candidates, and so he 
went here and there and got can­
didates nominated as Reconstruction 
candidates. When the election came 
on. the candidates were put into the 
field in different parts of the coun­
try. The new leader went out. but 
upon looking at his platform the 
more he went on with his campaign, 
he found there were not enough 
promises in it. There were some 
things he had forgotten in this 
locality, and others he had forgot­
ten in that locality, so he began to 
supplement the platform by all 
kinds of promises.

In Alberta he promised monetary 
reform. In Saskatchewan he made 
promises in regard to the price of 
wheat. Down here, he had a word 
for the manufacturers and others 
whom he thought might be pleased, 
iti Quebec he had a nice word for 
ohir French friends, looking after 
the rights of minorities.

Then came the election, and what 
happened? I ask you to keep this 
in mind when thinking of the next 
government. He had all his candi­
dates in the field. All had their 
policies. All had been talking, but 
when the election was over, there 
was only one person returned from 
the Reconstruction party, and that
one was Harry Stevens himself. 
(Laughter, applause).

It All Disappears
Now, there is a great moral in 

that. Dr. Manion is making all kinds 
of promises of what he will do, and 
what this National Government will 
do, but all it can do will depend 
upon whether he is returned, and 
whether his following is returned, 
and how many of them there will 
be, and what their policies will be 
when they all get together.

Supposing something happens to 
Dr. Manion’s government like hap­
pened to Mr. Stevens’ Reconstruc­
tion party, and only Dr. Manion 
comes back again. How will those 
people feel who have voted for j 
National Government if it all dis­
appears except the leader?

But there is something even more 
serious than that. At that time Mr. 
Stevens was lucky in getting back, 
but a good many of his followers 
were very unlucky. This thing may 
turn a little bit the other way. Some 
of the "N.G's.” may get in; they 
may be elected here and there, but 
who can guarantee that Dr. Manion 
himself will be elected, and if Dr. 
Manion is not elected, who will take 
up the platform of the National 
Government party and see that it is I 
nut into force?
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“Did We Put Party First?”

Now, stop and think of that, ladies 
and gentlemen, with regard to the 
present situation with which we arc 
faced. On the 27th of March—the 
day after the election—this country 
will be anxiously looking to see 
how this war effort will be carried 
on. and I ask you, if Dr. Manion is 
defeated in Fort William—and he 

; may well be—who will carry on the 
! National Government of Canada?

Even Toronto To Be Amazed
Dr. Man ion’s reply to me. of 

course, will be. “Oh, well. Mr. King 
j may meet with the same fate; he 
j may be defeated.” I admit it is 
possible, but I do not think it is 

j probable, ladies and gentlemen. I 
i think that even Toronto will be 
• amazed when they see the majority 
i by which the present leader of the 
government will be returned from 

! Prince Albert (applause).
But, supposing I am defeated? I 

i have at my side 15 men, who have 
been there throughout parliament— 

| this last parliament. Every one of 
them is a man tried in the affairs 

! of government. There is not one 
| who is not capable of being the 
I leader of a political party, and 
j carrying on the business of gov- 
jcrnmcnt (prolonged applause).

The work of govçrnment, the war 
j effort of the government of Canada 
would go on the next morning, just 
the same as it was going on the day 
before. These gentlemen would see 
to it that the government’s affairs 
would be duly managed. Those af­
fairs would be in safe hands. (Ap­
plause).

There is the difference, ladies and 
Igcntlemen. There is a situation 
which I think the people of Canada 
should and will have to consider 
very carefully between now and 
the time for voting.

Now, I want to come to just one 
other matter, and carry on a little 
further this question of “Party and 
the Country”, because it is on that 
score that Dr. Manion is appealing. 
He says he is putting country before 
party; he says, also, that “Mr. King 
is putting party before country.” 
He says “All Mr. King cares about 
is party.”

I want to ask my fellow country- ; 
men now if during the years imme­
diately preceding this outbreak of 
war, when those of us who were in 
the administration saw the danger 
there in Europe, and felt that a sit­
uation might arise in the next year 
or two which might be very critical, 
and we tried to get parliament to 
realize how critical it was, and we 
tried to get provision made for the 
defence of our own country to begin 
with—I ask you, ladies and gentle­
men. were we putting party before 
country, when we went into the 
House of Commons, and asked our 
own following to increase the es­
timates for defence, and make a 
larger outlay for the naval service, 
make a larger outlay for the militia, 
and make a larger outlay for the 
air force, when we knew in taking 
that stand, we were running counter 
to the feeling of a very large num­
ber of men in our own party?

In our own party in the House 
of Commons we could not keep all 
our own members supporting us on 
these defence expenditures, and I 
ask you when we asked for these 
additional expenditures, as a poli-
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tical party to its followers, and did 
our utmost to get them through, and 
succeeded in getting them through, 
were we putting party before 
country at that time?

What help did we get from Dr. 
Manion, in supporting us when we 
needed help to get these extra out-, 
lays? He has said we all knew there 
was going to be a war, and why was 
not this government ready?

Manion Did Nothing
If he knew there was going to be 

a war, why did not he and some 
of his men get up in the House of 
Commons and support us? (ap­
plause). We were being opposed by 
some of the other groups in the 
House, the C.C.F., and others, to 
make it difficult for us in parlia­
ment and in the constituencies. 
When we needed help, Dr. Manion 
sat perfectly quiet and did nothing.

I ask you, was the Conservative 
party, when in office, in cutting 
down the air force, as it did, after 
the present government had gone 
out of office, and they were cutting 
down and cutting down and cut-, 
ting down—was that putting country j 
before party, when they considered 
the trend which they thought 
would be the popular thing to do 
at that particular time?

We opposed that. Let me tell you, 
ladies and gentlemen, that no one 

| was more strongly opposed to the 
| cutting down of the air force than 
; Colonel Ralston (applause). I spoke 
1 with him on that, and, in fact, our 
: whole party did. We objected stren­
uously to its being cut down. We 
said it was a thing that should be 
built up. but it was being cut down.

We did not get very much help, 
upon again coming into power, in 
trying to build it up again.

Standing By Britain
Now, to go a little further. When 

war broke out in Europe, and when 
before even Britain had declared 
war, I stated to the people of this 
country that if war was declared 
by Britain and Francé against Ger­
many, for having invaded Poland, as 
she did, that Canada would be at 
the side of Britain (applause).

Was that putting our party before 
our country?

Our government announced, be­
fore even Britain had declared she 
was going into the war, that if she 
found it necessary to go into war, 
we would be prepared and recom­
mend to parliament that we would 
stand beside her, because we knew 
what the cause was and what the 
situation was, the attitude of Ger­
many in her aggressive violence 
against these smaller states.

Let us go a step further. When 
parliament met, and, as a govern­
ment, we appeared before parlia­
ment and stated our policies there, 
was that putting party ahead of 
country? I say we were putting 
country ahead of party, (applause).

Let me again go a step further. 
When after putting our policies into 
force—and we did our best to get 
them into force—and the govern­
ment was attacked for what it was 
doing, attacked in the province of 
Quebec, my friends, Mr. Lapointe. 
Mr. Cardin and Mr. Power, and

other members of the administra­
tion, went out and fought the gov­
ernment of Quebec on that very 
issue, and defeated them—were we 
putting party before country? (ap­
plause).

Manion Wanted Election
Now, let me go back for a mom­

ent. You all will recall July and 
August of last year. You remember 
the effort that was made to have 
me bring on a general election at 
that time. Dr. Manion has told you 
today that we all knew there was a 
war coming, and we ought to have 
been prepared, yet he was the man 
who was urging that a general elec­
tion should be brought on at that 
time. It was Dr. Manion who urged 
that.

Look at the files of the daily 
papers and you will see in July 
and August Dr. Manion said, “Mr. 
King should be having a general 
election. He has no business to be 
hanging on to office.”

Was I putting party ahead of 
country, when I said there will be

no general election until I see if 
there is going to be a war, and then 
we will make our decision and 
make known our position?

What a nice position this country 
would have been in, had I permit­
ted an election to be brought on in 
the month of August, and the war 
breaking out early in September; if 
we had gone through a general 
election for two months, September 
and October, with a war proceeding 
in Europe, and Canada without any 
government or parliament, would 
we not have been in a great posi­
tion? I had the interest of the 
country at heart—not the interest 
of the party.
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Best For the Country
There were many men who want­

ed me to bring on a campaign; they 
did not seem to feel there was the 
-same danger. The public did not 
realize it. It. was natural they should 
not. In Britain itself, they did not 
realize, until recently, that the 
danger would be as great as it is. 
But everything that has been done, 
or that has not been done, has been 
in the light of what is best for the 
country and not for the party (ap­
plause).

Coming down to our war effort 
in the last few months have we 
been thinking about the party? 
Have we not done what was best for 
the country? You have heard ref­
erence made to Mr. Rogers and 
what Mr. Rogers has done with 
reference to appointments in the 
defence department. You have 
heard what General McNaughton 
has said with regard to appoint­
ments in the defence department, 
that there is no such thing as pref­
erence being given, no such thing 
in the way of appointments being 
done for political motives. There 
never have been appointments in 
the army carried out more honor­
ably and fairly in the army itself 
than in the present case.

This minister sitting on the plat­
form tonight had issued to all mem­
bers of parliament, and made it 
known publicly, as I did also my- 

I self, that appointments would not 
be on the basis of party, but would 

| be strictly on the basis of merit.
“We Kept Country First"

l When we appointed a war 
supply board were we thinking of 
party or thinking of the interests of 
the country? Look at the men on 
that supply board and ask your­
selves arc these men partisans or 
are they outstanding men to trust 
with great business affairs at a time 
or crisis such as this? Take the dif­
ferent boards that we have estab­
lished in connection with the ad­
ministration of war affairs. Ask 
yourselves the question: are these 
men representative of the Liberal 
party or are they representative of 
different parties, and some of them 
men whose party affiliation is 
hardly known at all.

I think, ladies and gentlemen, if 
you go over the record in that way 
you will see for yourselves very 
clearly that in all these things we 
have, above everything else, sought 
to keep country first and the 
country’s interests first, and we 
have used the party only as a means 
to an end. that end being the gov­
ernment of the country in the best 
and most effective way.

Now. I find that the time is get­
ting late, and I think I won’t say 
very much more except a word or 
two in regard to the present situa­
tion as I hope you will find it pos­
sible to view it when a week from 
Monday comes around. The issue I 
think is a very clear one. The issue 
is Canada's war effort, and what 
administration can best carry out 
that war effort.

Made No Sectional Appeal
Just here let me stress this point 

in regard to whether Dr. Manion is 
putting country first or party first 
in reference to all these promises 
that he is making in different parts 
of Canada today. I challenge any­
one in Canada to tell me where 
since this war began I have made 
any appeal of any kind of a section­
al nature, or for purely party rea­
sons. Since this campaign has open­
ed have I gone into any constit­
uency and tried to appeal to the 
local feeling there?

When I was in Western Canada 
did I talk about wheat? Did I talk 
about freight rates? Did I talk about 
those different questions or did I

talk wholly and solely about the 
war?

An effort is being made today on 
the part of the leader of the Na­
tional Government party to get 
away from the war effort issue 
altogether and to get people in the 
different constituencies thinking in 
the terms of their local particulai 
questions that may come up there 
and which may be of big moment 
to them for the time being. Now 
there is a very serious situation, 
and I say that Dr. Manion, when he 
talks about putting party ahead of 
country, had better drop, as quickly 
as he can, these different promises 
he is making in all sorts of places as 
to what he will do to remove radio 
licenses, give us so much money 
for wheat, and do this and do that. 
Thpt is all in the nature of an ap­
peal for party ends and not for 
the good of this country as a whole 
at this particular time.

Get Down to the Issue
I say let us get down to this one : 

thing which is how this Canada 
can make the most effective effort 
in the winning of the war. If this 
war is not won humanity itself is 
going to suffer, and suffer untold 
agonies in all quarters of the globe. 
Today the forces that are opposing 
each other, I do not think it is ex­
aggerating to say, are equivalent 
to the forces of good and evil. You 
have got in the German mentality 
at this time under the direction of 
Nazism all that is worst in the mind 
of man and evil in this world. There

i
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is an effort there to destroy every­
thing we hold dear, not merely 
liberty, not merely freedom, but to 
destroy every sanctity of manhood 
itself, asserting that all that counts 
in the matter of power and con­
trol is violence and might, that 
might is right, and not what is right 
in itself.

You have got these forces that 
are putting their reliance upon vio­
lence and might and power in that 
way, and they are crushing in upon 
these different democracies that love 
freedom of action and thought and 
love freedom of belief and that are 
determined at all costs to maintain 
these things. So I say in this war 
there can be no such thing as neu­
trality in any sense of the word. We 
are either for or against the forces 
of evil, and all of those who are in­
terested in preserving what is right 
and good have to fight to the maxi­
mum of their strength in order to 
win at this particular time.

All Must Work Together
Canada itself cannot win this war. 

j Britain herself cannot win this war. 
France herself cannot win this war 
The British Empire of itself cannot 
win the war but the different ele­
ments all coming together can; all 
working and each making its maxi­
mum contribution can do it, and 
Canada can make a very great con­
tribution, and maybe a contribu­
tion that will be the deciding one 
in the end.

This war is going to be won on 
the fields of battle. It is going to 
be won on land, air and sea an/1 it 
is also going to be won by the ef­
forts of men and women in the 
country, those in the mines, those 
in the forests, those in the fields, 
those in, the fisheries, those in the 
factories,' those on our transporta­
tion systems, those who are work­
ing with their hands. The amount 
of effort that they put in is going 
to help to determine the economic 
production of this nation and what 
we can give to help the allies in 
sustaining this great fight along the 
economic front.

In connection with this great air­
training scheme that has been in­
augurated, we have been told by 
the British government itself that 
it is the greatest thing that the 
British Empire itself has under­
taken in this present war.

Lord Riverdale did not spare 
words when he went back. Speak­
ing as the head of the British mis­
sion, he said that what had oeen 
accomplished at Ottawa was the 
greatest thing that had been done 
by the British commonwealth since 
the war started, and it has only 
begun.

When we see that great scheme •

develop, as it is rapidly developing 
now, and when the moment, comes 
when it is most needed, we will 
be sending out from this country 
in the air ... as we have sent out 
already in part across the ocean an 
expeditionary force, and we will 
be sending more, and as we arc 
doing on the ocean with our little 
naval force, small as it is, but ef­
fective, nevertheless ... we will 
be sending out that last note of 
power and strength from this Do­
minion which may be the deciding 
one in this particular war.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, the 
war is not going to end soon. There 
will be a lot of people who will 
believe that because Finland has 
been crushed for the time being, 
and the war is stopped there- 
stopped as Finland says because 
she is small and she has to sacrifice 
a large part of her territory just 
because she is small and cannot 
hold it any longer—that the aggres­
sor is going to stop for that rea­
son.

For a United Canada
But that is just so much accom­

plished by the aggressor today, and 
they have stopped for the moment, 
but before this war is over, you 
may find not only Finland, but 
some other countries very near to 
Finland, in this war. You may find 
the southern parts of Europe also 
in danger. Who can say what part 
of this world is not going to be ter­
rorized before this present conflict 
is over?

No, it is not going to be a short 
war. It is going to run on for one 
or two or three years, according to 
the word that we get from those 
who are in the best position to 
know. What you are being called 
upon to do now is to decide on a 
week from Monday what body of 
men you think can best carry for­
ward this country’s war efforts dur­
ing these next few years, as solemn 
and as grave a *micc as a people 
ever had to make in the history of 
any nation.

I say that this present adminis­
tration is fully equipped to make 
that maximum effort. We believe 
that maximum effort can only oe 
made if we have a united Canada, 
and we believe — and this is the 
reason we are appealing to you— 
we believe that our party, consti­
tuted as it is today, strong as it is, 
powerful as it is, representing all 
parts of this country in a true and 
broad way. is in a better position 
to keep this country united than 
any other party.
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Now, just to return to the National 
Government matter. What does Dr. 
Manion propose for his National 
Government? It means a union gov­
ernment, bringing in men from 
other political parties. We have a 
number of different parties now; 
there arc a number of miscellaneous , 
parties. I do not believe’he will bring1 
any of them in to form a union gov­
ernment.

Then we have what is now known 
as,the New Democracy. Yesterday 
they were Social Creditors, but they, 
too. have changed their name, but 
there are only about 29 of them, 
and I do not believe that Dr. Manion 
will bring them into his National 
Government, and if he did I do not 
believe that it would help the peace 
of mind of the people of this coun­
try.

Then we have the C.C.F.—the Co­
operative Commonwealth Federa­
tion. I forget at the moment the 
number of candidates they have, 
but if you add them all together and 
add the members of the New 
Democracy, you would not have 
enough, if they were all returned, to 

! form a government.
Then. too. Mr. Woods worth says 

he will have nothing to do with Dr.
; Manion. so Dr. Manion is reduced 
! down to one thing, and that is, the 
! getting of Liberals into his govern- 
j ment, to bring about a National 
I government. What does that mean? 
j I will just give you this, and then 
not detain you much more. I will 
give you Dr. Manion’s own view.

The Statement of July
He has expressed his views in two 

ways; first of all. in reference to 
bringing men in from other parties, 
and then expressed himself as to the 
wisdom of having a decent opposi­
tion.

Here is what he had to say on the 
I 27th of July. Look at the Globe and 
Mail of that date—the date of the 

| paper is the 27th of July; it was 
i probably said the day before:

“The National Conservative leader. 
Robert J. Manion, today refused to 
recognize National Government as 
a cure for Canada's present-day ills, 
arguing that such a set-up would 
inevitably lead to a Socialist regime, 
attacked by a combination of the

C.C.F. and Social Credit or other 
parties.”

That is what he is proposing to do 
now.

“Every government starts to die 
soon after it is elected. The National 
Government would be the same in 
this respect as any other, and, there­
fore. after a period of time, the 
opposition would come into power.”

I do not wonder that Dr. Manion 
thinks that a party began to die 
when he started io lead it (laughter; ! 
applause). That is not my experience. ! 
The party I was leading in the last1 
parliament was stronger at the end 
than it was at the beginning, after ! 
five years (applause).

Where Arc We Heading
Then he goes on to say:
"But the opposition to the National j 

Government presumably made up 
of Liberals and Conservatives, 
would be the Social Creditors, the 
C.C.F. and other Socialist groups 
that cared to join with them. It 
would be these parties which would | 
take over the reins of government. ! 
when the National Government had ; 
outlived its usefulness.”

Notice that, ladies and gentlemen. 
And I ask my fellow countrymen 
fr?m the Atlantic to the Pacific to 
carefully consider this, and par­
ticularly those of this city and of 
this province, and see what you arc 
heading for.

Dr. Manion says: “Let us have a 
National Government, not of this 
government, but of the Liberals and 
Conservatives, and the conclusion 
of that will be that you will have 
all these extreme groups making up 
the opposition in parliament. There 
will be the C.C.F., there will be the 
Social Creditors; there will be per­
haps the Communists, if they arc 
elected—and I do not think there 
will be—but everybody who has a 
grievance from one part of the coun­
try or the other, will make up the 
opposition, and you will have on 
this side what they call the “two 
old political parties” and on the 
other hand, you will have these other 
groups, doing the best they possibly 
can to make the country believe 
tnat they are somehow or other 
linked up to the best interests of the 
country.
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Would Have Class War
Now. what is going lo happen 

. when that kind of thing goes on?
11 venture to say if you had that sort 
of a set-up in the House of Commons, 
you would have a class war in this 

! country inside of two years, in ad­
dition to a national war ("applause).

That is what you would be head­
ing for. According to Dr. Manion, 
you would have these men of ex­
treme views—not men who simply 
differ on whether we are going too 
far, as the Conservatives may feel, 
or not going far enough, as some 
radicals feel, and you would have 
all sorts of extraordinary ideas as to 
how this country is to be governed, 
and what policies should prevail. 
That is not the kind of thing we 
want to see developed in this coun­
try, and Dr. Manion, in his better 
moods, felt the strength of that, not 
only by what he said there, but here 
is what he said in a communication 
as late as November 2nd:

"Considering everything. the 
course followed by the government 
in keeping full control of its war 
program is probably the best for 
Canada, as under our parliamentary 
system, an alert and strong opposi­
tion’s criticism is second only to the 
importance of government itself."

That is a good, sound doctrine. I 
subscribe to every word of it. In 
any democracy, an opposition is as 
necessary as government itself; 
necessary for this reason; that it 
continually watches the govern­
ment’s action in the name of the peo­
ple of Canada.

Value o Opposition
It is there to censure if we do 

what is wrong; it is there to suggest 
ideas to the government which the 
government itself may not have con­
sidered; it is there to be continually 
on the alert to see that the govern­
ment of the day does what is right 
and true, in accordance with the 
wishes of the people.

Do not imagine for one moment 
that because a particular party gets 
control of government, that the party

controls all that the government is 
doing. The opposition plays a very 
important part in determining what 
the government itself is doing. Mr. 
Lapointe and Mr. Rogers, I know, 
when we are discussing matters in 
cabinet—and every cabinet is the 
same have always said—as has the 
entire cabinet—"What will the op­
position say if that is done?"

There you have a check at once— 
a check at once—because you know 
the opposition is on guard in refer­
ence to this or that, if there is the 
slightest doubt about the wisdom of 
it, one way or the other.

But that is not the only check you 
have. In addition to the political 
head of the country, there is another 
government of the country, and that 
is that great body of the public ser­
vice which carries on the business 
of the country. That body is com­
posed of men of all political parties, 
our civil servants, who carry on the 
business of this country, and has car­
ried it on year after year, is com- 

, posed not of Liberals, nor of Con- 
i servatives, but of men of different 
views.

Other Checks On Government
1 have never, as long ns I have 

been in office, allowed a single man 
to be dismissed frdm the public ser- 
vice because of his party affiliations, 
but I have seen that men of differ­
ent political parlies were protected, 
as long as they did their work.

But not only is it the opposition 
and the civil service that are checks 
upon the government, to see that 
the views of the people prevail. But 
you must remember that you have 
two houses of parliament, the Sen­
ate and the House of Commons, and 
everything the government does in 
the way of legislation has to be ap­
proved by the Senate. And do you 
know this, ladies and gentlemen, 
that in all the years I have been at 
the head of the government of Can­
ada—13 years altogether—in not one 
single one of those years have I had 
the good fortune to have a Liberal 
majority in the Senate? There has 
been a Conservative Senate against 
the governments I have been the 

| head of, all the way through. The 
I Senate is a check upon every piece 
| of legislation that is brought in. It 
j a Conservative Senate today, and 
it will be for some time to come.

; In addition to that, you have pub- 
1 lie opinion; you have the press of 
this country, the radio for men to 

| speak over, and a dozen and one 
ways in which public opinion is 
formed, and all these are factors that
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control the government, so do not 
imagine that a party simply goes in 
to get everything for party ends; it 
goes in to try and serve the inter­
ests of the country as a whole, in 

I the most effective way it possibly 
can. (applause).

Picked the Strong Man
I want to just add this word. When 

the war came on, the present ad­
ministration realized at once that it 
was necessary to bring in men from 
outside to supplement those in pub­
lic service as far as we could. We 
had our efficient public service, but 
we went outside and went to dif­
ferent parts of the country and 
picked out strong men here and 
there from those parts, and put them 
into different positions. They are 
administering the affairs of the 
country today, without any inter­
ference from the government, and 
they are carrying on the war efforts 
in a dozen and one different direc­
tions. (Applause.)

If, as is altogether possible, the 
war assumes terrible proportions be­
fore very long, it may be necessary, 
and I think it will be, for us to add 
to the numbers of those who can as­
sist us by their expert knowledge 
and advice. I would be the last man 
in the world not to wish to bring 
into association with the govern­
ment, in the form of advisers to our* 
different war activities, those who 
would be able to assist us by their 
counsel and advice, and some of 
them also by being able to bring 
special knowledge that they have to 
bear on the situations which may 
arise, but that is a very different 
thing than bringing into a cabinet 
men who have different political 
views.

A cabinet has a terrible responsi­
bility in time of war. You cannot 
have—Mr. Woods worth has put the 
picture very well—when you are 
trying to steer a ship, you cannot 
have four men, pilots, grabbing at

the wheel, and each one trying to 
pull in a different direction.

Must Have Responsibility
You have to have responsibility, 

and with responsibility you have to 
have power, and the two things go 
together. It is not because we do 
not want to share government with 
other peopleho differ from us, that 
we do not g6 in for a National gov­
ernment; it is because we want to 
have a united body of men, carry­
ing on the effort in time of war 
when it is needed for that purpose. 
(Applause.)

That is the reason, and the sole 
reason, why we feel the necessity of 
having a government composed of 
men who feel and think alike to 
carry on the business of the nation.

Well, as I say, ladies and gentle­
men, if after the 26th of March, the 
present administration should be re­
turned, we will keep to the fore one 
thing, first of all, that victory above 
everything else is necessary in this 
war, and, secondly, that in order to 
maintain victory, this country must 
put forth its maximum effort in 
every possible direction to help to 
win that war. and in the third place, 
we believe that the maximum effort 
can only be put forward as our
country is united. United we can go 
on; divided our efforts will be spoil­
ed in different directions.

In the last place we believe that the 
government which has the record, 
which has the association, which has 
the known capacity and ability this 
present administration has, and 
above all, is united in all its actions, 
united in all its ministry, united in 
its following, united in its represen­
tatives from coast to coast, that gov­
ernment, better than any other, will 
be able to carry on its administra­
tion through the trying years which 
are ahead. (Applause.)

If we are returned, -we will give 
the best that is in us, to our nation, 
in furthering Canada’s war effort to 
the utmost of the ability of our 
country.

I thank you. (Prolonged applause.)

i
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Nixon On King’s Platform 
Greeted As “Next Premier”

Appearing on the platform of the 
Liberal rally in Massey Hall last 
night was Ontario’s Provincial Sec­
retary, Hon. Harry Nixon—lone re­
presentative of the Ontario cabinet 
to put in an appearance.

He received a vociferous welcome, 
i and his face, first a little ttrained, 
broke into a smile.

“I’ll admit,” he said, “I wasn’t too 
sure ji’#t what would happen when 
I came here to-night. But come 
what may,” and here he turned to 
Mrs. Nixon, also on the platform, 
“we are behind Mackenzie King as 
we have been since 1921.

“It would be presumptuous to in­
ject provincial or personal matters 
into a meeting of this kind,” he , urn- 
menced.

“Let her go, Harryl” someone yell­

ed from the audience, and Harry let 
her go.

“I have made no withdrawal to the 
remarks I issued to the press on Mon­
day last. I thought it only right and 
proper that when I took that posi­
tion, I could do nothing else but re­
sign.

“The Premier and the members of 
the cabinet refused to accept iny re­
signation. They submitted that the 
doctrine of cabinet solidarity w- : not 
involved. The Premier of Ontario 
did me the great honor to wait on 
me and persuade me to continue my 
duties. I believe the government of 
Mackenzie King deserves the sup­
port of the people of Canada. I be­
lieve that government will get it,” 
he concluded.

Then he sat down as a loud voice 
called from the Massey Hall “gods”; 
“There’s the next Premier of On­
tario.”
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KING GIVES ACCOUNT 
OF HIS STEWARDSHIP 

IN STIRRING SPEECH
Canada Comes Before Party 
j With Us, Premier 

Says

TWO HALLS JAMMED

By H. R. ARMSTRONG
“Everything that we have done, 

or that we have not done, has been j 
in the light of what is best for the 
country and not for party. We .iave 
used the party only as a means to 
an end, that end being the govern­
ment of the country in the best and 
most effective way.”

This was the ringing answer de­
livered last night in Massey Hall 
by Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
to the charge levelled by Hon. R. J. 
Manion at Kingston on Wednesday 
night, that the Canadian premier 
cared only about the Liberal party 
and not the best interests of the 
Dominion.

Two great audiences of more 
than 5,000 jammed Massey Hall and 
the overflow meeting in Victoria 
theatre to hear and to cheer Mr. 
King and his colleagues, Hon. 
Ernest Lapointe, minister#of jus­
tice, and Hon. Norman Rogers, 
minister of national defence.

The two throngs applauded again ! 
and again as, step by step, Mr. 
King traced the government’s de­
fence and war program from the 
time two years ago when war first ( 
threatened, up to the present 
moment, driving home repeatedly 
the point that national and not party 
interests had governed the ad­
ministration's every move.

Mr. King told how for several 
years, the government had in­
creased defence expenditures to 
meet Canada's needs, over opposi­
tion from within his own party and 
from Dr. Manion and his Conserva­
tive followers. The prime minister

I recounted how, before war broke 
J out, disregarding political consider­

ations, he had declared that Canada 
would stand at the side of Britain 
if hostilities developed from Ger­
many's invasion of Poland.

Cites War Effort
Without regard for political re­

perdissions the government had an­
nounced its war policy to parliament 
and then set up non-partisan ooards 
in many fields of war effort. Mr. 
King recalled. When the govern­
ment was attacked for its war prose­
cution by Premier Dwplessis in 
Quebec the federal cabinet ministers 
from that province risked their 
political careers to defeat the Que­
bec government, he reminded the 
applauding thousands.

“I. challenge anyone in Canada 
to tell me where, since this war 
began, I have made any appeal of 
any kind of a sectional nature, or 
for purely party reasons,” Mr. King 
declared. "The sole issue is Canada's 
war effort and what administration 
can best carry it on. That is what 
I have discussed and that alone. 
.If we are returned we will give I 
the best that is in us, to our nation, 
in furthering Canada's war effort to j 
the utmost of the ability of our i 
country.”

On the other hand, charged the 
prime minister. Dr. Manion had 
been stressing sectional appeals and 
local issues in his campaign tour of 
the Dominion. The Conservative 
leader was varying his promises in 
different localities to serve party 
purposes and not the good of the 
Dominion as a whole. “He is mak­
ing an effort today to get away 
from the war effort issue alto­
gether,” charged Mr. King, "and to 
get people in the different con­
stituencies thinking in terms of their 
local, particular questions.

1/

t \

Class War Danger
Mr. King warned that formation 

of a union government now, with 
radical parties united in opposi­
tion, would lead within two years 
1o a class war in Canada, in addition 
to the war now in progress. He 
quoted utterances of the national 
government party leader to show 
that Dr. Manion. both before and 
after outbreak of war, had declared 
emphatically against the principle of 
national government.

In setting up a national govern­
ment party on his own initiative, 
the prime minister asserted Dr, 
Manion was following exactly the 
course of Hon. H. H. Stevens tive 
years ago in bringing the Recon­
struction party into being. Like Mr. 
Stevens, Dr. Manion had iirst 
deseSted his own party, then formed 
:its policies and constituted himself 
leader. Mr. Steveqg was the jnly 
Reconstruction candidate to be 
elected and the same thing might 
happen Dr. Manion.

There was never a greater mis­
nomer than "national government” 
for the administration Dr. Manion 
^as asking people to support. Mr. 
King asserted. Never before, any­
where in the world, had people been 
asked to vote for national govern­
ment candidates where such a 
governr,Vent was not even in exis­
tence, he declared, as his nearers 
laughed and applauded. Dr. Man ion’s 
proposed cabinet was not even a 
shadow government, because it had 
never existed to throw a shadow
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KING GIVES ACCOUNT 
OF HIS STEWARDSHIP 

IN STIRRING SPEECH
Canada Comes Before Party 

With Us, Premier 
Says

TWO HALLS JAMMED

By H. R. ARMSTRONG
"Everything that we have done, 

or that, we have not done, has been 
in the light of what is best for the 
country and not for party. We have
used the party only as a means to 
an end, that end being the govern­
ment of the country in the best and 
most effective way."

This was the ringing answer de­
livered last night in Massey Hall 
by Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
to the charge levelled by Hon. R. J. 
Ma ni on at Kingston on Wednesday 
night, that the Canadian premier 
cared only about the Liberal party 
and not the best interests of the 
Dominion.

Two great audiences of more 
than 5,000 jammed Massey Hall and 
the overflow meeting in Victoria 
theatre to hear and to cheer Mr. 
King and his colleagues, Hon. 
Ernest Lapointe, minister of jus­
tice, and Hon. Norman Rogers, 
minister* of national defence.

The two throngs applauded again 
and again as. step by step. Mr. 
King traced the government’s de­
fence and war program from the 
time two years ago when war first 
threatened, up to the present 
moment, driving home repeatedly 
the point that national and not party 
Interests had governed the ad­
ministration's every move.

<•'........ .............................................
Mr. King told how for several 

years, the government had in­
creased defence expenditures to 
meet Canada’s needs, over opposi­
tion from within his own party and 
from Dr. Manion and his Conserva­
tive followers. The prime minister 
recounted how, before war broke 
out, disregarding political consider­
ations. he had declared that Canada 
would stand at the side of Britain 
if hostilities developed from Ger­
many's invasion of Poland.

Cites War Effort
Without regard for political re­

percussions the government had an­
nounced its war policy to parliamenl 
and then set up non-partisan boards 
in many fields of war effort. Mr. 
King recalled. When the govern­
ment was attacked for its war prose­
cution by Premier Duplessis in 
Quebec the^federal cabinet ministers 
from that province risked their 
political careers to defeat the Que- j 
bee government, he reminded the 
applauding thousands.

"I challenge anyone in Canada ! 
to tell me where, since this war 
began. I have made any appeal of 
any kind of a sectional nature, ow 
for purely party reasons," Mr. King 
declared. "The sole issue is Canada', 
war effort and what administrator 
can best carry it on. That is wha*
I have discussed and that alone 
If we are returned we will give 

! the best that is in us, to our nation.
I in furthering Canada’s war effort to 
the utmost of the ability of our 
country."

On the other hand, charged the 
prime minister, Dr. Manion had 
been stressing sectional appeals and 
local issues in his campaign tour of 
the Dominion. The Conservative 
leader was varying his promises in |

different localities to serve party f 
purposes and not the good of the ! 
Dominion as a whole. “He is mak- ' 
ing an effort today to get away 
from the war effort issue alto­
gether," charged Mr. King, "and to 
get peoplp in the different con­
stituencies thinking in terms of their 
local, particular questions.

Class War Danger
Mr. King warned that formation 

of a union government now, with 
radical parties united in opposi­
tion, would lead within two years 
to a class war in Canada, in addition 
to the war now in progress. He 
quoted utterances of the national 
government party leader to show 
that Dr. Manion, both before and 
after outbreak of war. had declared 
emphatically against the principle of 
national government.

In setting up a national govern­
ment party on his own initiative, 
the prime minister asserted Dr. 
Manion was following exactly the 
course of Hon. H. TL Stevens live 
years ago in bringing the Recon­
struction party into being. Like Mr. 
Stevens, Dr. Manion had tirst 
deserted his own party, then formed 
its policies and constituted himself 
leader. Mr. Stevens was the mly 
Reconstruction candidate to be 
elected and the same thing might 
happen Dr. Manion.

There was never a greater mis­
nomer than “national government" 
for the administration Dr. Manion 
was asking people to support. Mr. 
King asserted. Never before, any­
where in the world, had people been 
asked to vote for national govern­
ment candidates where such a 
government was not even in exis­
tence, he declared, as his hearers 
laughed and applauded. Dr. Manion’s 
proposed cabinet was not even a 
shadow government, because it had 
never existed to throw a shadow..
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Come 400 Miles to Cheer King 
Speaking Two City Blocks Away

Two thousand men and women 
sat in the Victoria theatre for three 
hours last night facing an empty 
stage applauding the speeches of 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King, 
Hon. Ernest Lapointe, Hon. Norman 
Rogers and Sir William Mulock 
that reached them through a loud 
speaker in the centre of the stage.

At least three of this overflow 
audience from Massey Hall had 
come from 250 to 400 miles to hear 
the prime minister and his right- 
hand men address the largest and 
most enthusiastic gathering of the 
campaign.

This trio, who came from Kirk­
land Lake, Timmins and North Bay, 
were sorry they did not arrive in 
time to jam their xvay into Massey 
Hall, but they cheerfully 'climbed 
to a bpx in .the Victoria theatre 
because,J as they explained, “We 
want to hear King and Lapointe.”

These three gave only one indica­
tion of the mass desire to get in and 
hear the Liberal speakers.

The rush for seats in the over- 
ijljfJow hall began before eight o'clock.

From that time until well after nine 
o’clock they flocked in, filling the 
lower floor in short order and then 
filling the balcony.

Stanley St. John's orchestra kept 
them entertained until the Massey 
Hall meeting opened. Then, when 
things got underway at Massey Hall, 
the applause and cheering in the 
Victoria theatre matched and, at 
times, drowned out the applause 
roaring out of the public address 
loud speaker in the centre of the 
stage.

Round after round of applause 
punctuated Defence Minister Rogers’ 
exposition of what had been ac­
complished with Canada’s armed 
forces. Applause and laughter came 
spontaneously during Hon. Ernest 
Lapointe’s speech, as it alternated 
in sparkling ..vyUtiçÿsms and hard 
facts. ", '

When Prime Minister King was 
introduced the nearer cheers of the 
theatre audience almost drowned 
out the roar of cheering from the 
loud speaker. When he finished 
there was the unique spectacle o( 

! 2,000 persons applauding a loud 
' speaker.



PRESS CLIPPINGS Office of

I lie Prime Minister

Name of Publication

Date....................

Subject

Toronto Star

iuar. • 15/40 .

Come 400 Miles to Cheer King 
Speaking Two City Blocks Away

Two thousand men and women 
l sat in the Victoria theatre for three 

hours last night facing an empty 
stage applauding the speeches of 

I Prime Minister Mackenzie King, 
I ! Hon. Ernest Lapointe, Hon. Norman 
1 : Rogers and Sir William Mulock 
J j that reached them through a loud 
-1 speaker in the centre of the stage.

At least, three of this overflow 
audience from Massey Hall had 

I come from 250 to 400 miles to hear 
1 the prime minister and his right- 
. hand men address the largest and 

most enthusiastic gathering of the 
campaign.

This trio, who came from Kirk­
land Lake, Timmins and North Bay, 

! were sorry they did not arrive in ■ j time to jam their way into. Massey 
Hall, but they cheerfully climbed 

; to a bpx in the Victoria theatre 
J because, as they explained, “We 
■;! want to hear King and Lapointe.” 
pi These three gave only one indica­

tion of the mass desire to get in and 
; hear the Liberal speakers.

The rush for seats in the over- 
j f^ow hall began before eight o'clock.

\ From that time until well after nine 
! o’clock they flocked in, filling the 
I lower floor in short order and then 
1 filling the balcony.

Stanley St. John's orchestra kept 
them entertained until the Massey 

; Hall meeting opened. Then, when 
things got underway at Massey Hall, 

| the applause and cheering in the 
i Victoria theatre matched and, at 
: times, drowned out the applause 
roaring out of the public address 
loud speaker in the centre of the 
stage.

Round after round of applause 
punctuated Defence Minister Rogers’ 
exposition of what had been ac­
complished with Canada’s armed 
forces. Applause and laughter came 
spontaneously during Hon. Ernest 
Lapointe’s speech, as it alternated 
in sparkling .witticisms and hard 
facts. r

When Prime Minister King was 
! introduced the nearer cheers of the 
J theatre audience almost drowned 
j out. the roar of cheering from the 

loud speaker. When he finished 
there was the unique spectacle ot 
:\000 persons applauding a loud 

' speaker.

REPEAT 
REPETITION
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SWEPT OFF HIS FEET"' 
BY WAVE OF FRIENDSHIP 

PREMIER KING INSPIRED
Prime Minister Thrilled by Reception—Hon. Ernest Lapointe 

Cuts Loose and Cracks His Voice in Sheer Ecstasy of Fun 

—Hon. Norman Rogers Catches Spirit of Gathering

By GREGORY CLARK
Just see what friendliness can do. |
The friendliest, kindliest mass 

meeting in the history of this hide­
bound old city last night wiped j 
away like a smudge a tradition as j 
old as the oldest of us.

Without one word of rancor, with­
out an unkind word amidst a flood 
of three hours of witty words from 
Mr. Lapointe and humble forthright 
words from Mr. Harry Nixon, grand- 
fatherly words from marvellous 96- 
year-old Sir William, blunt class­
room words from Mr. Rogers, the 
minister of war who looks so 
wholly like a man of peace; and. 
from the prime minister for whom 
all this great mass meeting was 
staged, words so unstudied and 
eager and somehow boyish that you 
knew he was swept off his feet 
by the friendship that filled the 
whole night—on such a note was 
a great tradition, the tradition of a 
one-eyed, one-party, one-idea Tory 
Toronto swept away into the Fort 
York museum to join the stuffed 
musketeers of our little history.

Massey Hall jammed to the roof, 
an overflow of 2,700 in the Victoria 
theatre, four-deep lines of pleasant 
patient people lined completely 
around the whole Massey Hall block 
down Yonge and along Queen to 
Victoria St. In snow and sliish and 
creepy March night wind, a crowd 
that was j estimated as twice the 
number that could hope to get in 
the two meetings gathered to do 
justice to a very great night in 
Toronto’s history.

Tone of Friendliness
The tone of decency and friend­

liness was set on the harsh night 
streets outside the meeting before 
it began. The crowds which num­
bered thousands of women had a 
quality about it you do not recollect 
as part of political mass meetings. 
This was different. And when you 
got inside, without fighting or fury, 
you found Massey Hall bright with 
flags, bright with the 48th Bands, 
both brass and pipers, and for 
decoration, on the wall high beyond 
the platform a great 10-foot picture; 
of Mackenzie King.

And the first thing that happened 
to tingle the very hearts of every­
body as the guests took their plat­
form seals was the slightly shy en­
trance, from the left /wing of the 
platform, of Hon. Harry and' Mrs. 
Nixon.

This was a surprise and a sensa­
tion. Everybody knew them instant­
ly, in that vast crowded hall. The 
candidates and the old stalwarts 
of the party on the platform sud­
denly started clapping. With a roar, 
the applause swept all over the 
house. Mr. Nixon, obviously at high 
tension in this bold and homely 
act of public duty, sank into his 
chair facing the full massed meet­
ing. and Mrs. Nixon sat down close 
beside him. One by one, people on 
the platform got up and walked 
over to him and shook his hand. 
Each handshake, the crowd ap­
plauded. It was a friendly, kindly 
throng to begin with. The Harry 
Nixon incident, for a prelude, 
signed, sealed and delivered the 
great gathering over to kindli­
ness entire.

And it never departed for a 
second, a word or a phrase from 
kindliness for three hours. Mr. 
Rogers, “the most abused member of 
the government,” was the first 
speaker. The abuse that has been 
heaped on him might sour a man 
-into a few stung phrases thought 
up in the night and treasured for 
such a gathering as this. But Hon. 
Norman Rogers, a boy and a plain 
private soldier in my old brigade 
in the last war, now the unspangled, 
quiet, word-pinching controller of 
the 90.000 private soldiers and offi­
cers he has already enlisted in 
Canada’s new army, air force and 
navy, never uttered a word that had 
a trace of bitter in it. The friendli­
ness ef this huge gathering swept 
down and enfolded him. He did 
not need any fireworks. He spoke 
•—as the prime minister said later— 
as a gentleman speaks to gentlemen.

Lapointe Lays Old Ghosts 
Then up got Rt. Hon. Ernest La­

pointe and for nearly an hour, 
sensing the bulging affection of the 
meeting, laid all the ghosts of the 
past as between Toronto and Mont­
real, as between Ontario and Que­
bec. He recognized the historic 
character of the throng, and of the 
occasion. After 36 years in Canada’s 
parliament fighting ruggedly and 
massively for Canadian unity, he 
suddenly saw before him a Toronto 
crowd that seemed to look at him 
as if it knew him. And it cheered 
him. It must have been a nice feel­
ing. For it did a queer thing to Rt. 
Hon. Ernest Lapointe. It cut him 
loose and he spoke in English with 

I -all the glitter and wit and homely 
I humor that makes him so beloved 

to his own folk when he speaks in 
French. He acted. He pranced. He 
whispered and mimicked and crack­
ed his voice in sheer ecstasy of fun. 
For a whole hour, he gave a huge 
Toronto audience a taste of some­
thing they had never seen before 
—a great French-Canadian being 
utterly at home.

You can read his speech else­
where in the paper. It won’t read 
as gay as it came over the platform 
edge of Massey Hall. But if you 
can picture a huge, Norman sort 
of a man, a baronial, battle-axe 
kind of amiable giant leaning out 
over the microphones, with his great 
fingers jagged at you, and his face 
pinched up with glee and saying .. . 
“ . . . a chain is only as strong, 
they say, as its weakest link. A 
political leader, aaahhh, is only as ! 
strong as his weakest moment.”
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He speckles his speech with things 

like that, every sentence. He shares 
your laugh. He stands there and 
forgets who he is, so delighted is 
he to discover who you are. It was 
Mackenzie King’s meeting. But 
Ernest Lapointe was given a fat 
share of it by a great crowd of 
Toronto people who knew full well

Speaks Ad Lib
It was well after 10 o'clock when 

the chief of all was called, the 
prime minister. From the notes 
he took and laid on the table and 
later picked up and put in his 
inside pocket, it is likely he had 
prepared a speech very different

they were dancing at the wake of from the homely, amiable, unstudied 
an old withered tradition this nightaddress he .gave us- A fi£htin£ 
new dead. speech, a studied, reasoned political

i speech would have been grotesquely 
Sir William There out of tune. I think when Macken-

In the front row, his white beard zie King entered Massey Hall last 
and head gleaming like a banner, night, he still thought of Tory To- 
old Sir William sat at gaze before ronto. of a battlemented. hilltop 
all this spectacle of good will and stronghold; and he a Marmion cross- 
unexampled good nature. The chair- in g the drawbridge, 
man, Senator Hardy from Brock- But after 10 minutes, he put his 
ville, could not help but get the notes away in his inside breast 
telepathy from the crowd that called pocket and just spoke from his 
for the great old man to speak. Up heart. You can read his speech. We
got. Sir William to stand to the 
mikes with a strong clear voice 
upright and incredibly aware acrossg 
the almost century of his years- 
and without a word lost, told u$ 
to do what a jury does, take the 
evidence, and the evidence only 
setting aside all prejudice, and in 
this time of national peril, give our 
decision in the favor of the things 
and the men we knew, and not in 
the favor of the things and the men 
we do not know.

Then Hon. Harry Nixon was call­
ed. He spoke only three minutes 
The friendly and warm reception 
he got, without one dissenting yell 
or cry, had unquestionably flabber­
gasted him. He said so. He said he 
had not ibeen at all sure what sort 
of reception he might get. Well, he 
got a good country slice of the 
friendliest meeting in Toronto’s 
history. A meeting that made you 
glad to be a Torontonian, at last. 
When he sat down, after his few 
sentences of explanation for his

had three shorthand men taking it 
down. But shorthand doesn’t catch 
the grace notes of a man’s voice 
who knows he is welcome, at last, 
in the city he must call home.

Massey Hall never seated a great­
er, a more representative or a 
kindlier hearted crowd than it held 
last night. There were surely as 
many women as men. You would 
think it was a concert, the way the 
applause burst and fell—not a politi­
cal meeting.

And one of the loveliest instants 
of a night electric with new things 
and old was the moment old Sir 
William rose to his feet and Captain 
John Slatter of the 48th, seizing like 
all the rest of us the spirit of the 
hour leaped his band into “The 
Maple Leaf Forever” when Sir 
William got to his feet. We were 
on our feet anyway. But that I 
instant, we all went tip toe.

And when we sang “O Canada,” 
there in the front row, by the 
side of his lifelong friend and

moves of the past week, the crowd j leader, and fellow fighter for 
applauded and cheered him long j Canada’s deep unity, stood Ernest 
and loud, and in a second burst, a ’ Lapointe, phrasing the noble song
sort of afterthought of applause 
as it were, louder than the first, 
forced Mr. Nixon to get up and take 
a bow again. He did not turn and 
look at his wife. Mrs. Nixon did not 
pat his arm or make any sign of 
the thrill she must have felt at 
that minute. But yoq can bet your 
boots it was a brave woman and a 
brave man that came into Massey 
..Tall when those two came in. And I 

ope they took hands and squeezed 
the minute the meeting was over 
and they were out in the cheering 
halls, lost in the happy multitude.

in great round French while we 
waved it forth in English.

And at the end, in no hurry to 
get out, we all shook hands with 
the people around us, perfect, 
strangers until that minute.
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NO DOUBT KING WILL WIN 
SIR WILLIAM TELLS RALLY

Empire’s Elder Statesman De­
livers First Toronto Political 

Speech in Forty Years

ADVICE IS CHEERED

Sir William Mulock, ' Canada's 
“grand old man,’’ made his first 
political address in Toronto in at 
least 40 years last night and warned 
Canadians against changing an able 
government in the middle of a 
mighty war effort. Sir William, 96, 
and the oldest privy councillor in 
the Dominion and perhaps in the 
Empire, sat on the platform at the 
great Liberal rally in Massey Hall, 
and voiced support of the govern­
ment headed by the man whose 
political career he really launched.

That man—Prime Minister King 
—applauded as heartily as anyone 
of the thousands as Sir William 
rose to say a few words on the in­
vitation of Senator A. C. Hardy, 
meeting chairman. Sir William 
stood as erect as a youth as the 
Maple Leaf Forever was played and 
sung, and the crowd gave him three 
cheers and a tiger.

His message was that it would j 
be madness for a country to throw , 
out an experienced government in 
war time, and replace it with men 
who would waste valuable time 
while learning their jobs so that 
they might continue prosecution of 
the war.

Jam Started at 7 P.M.
Massey Hall was almost filled 

half an hour before the meeting 
was scheduled to begin. Nelson Eddy 
couldn’t have done better. People 
had begun to line up at the main I 
entrances as early as seven o’clock ' 
and at 8 p.m. there was a line from 

i the Shuter St. entrances to Queen , 
St.

Inside the crowd read newspapers, I 
chatted with their neighbors or ' 
hummed, sang and kept time with I 
their feet with the 48th Highlanders’ j 
band. Every time a candidate known 
to mâny took his seat on the plat- 
forrdv he got loud cheers and shouts

of Welcome. Hon. karry lNixon ana j 
Nixon got a tremendous hand I 

they took seats in the front row, I
nly three away from Premier King. 
Sam Factor, of Spadina, got a big 

hand from the crowd, and so did 
Arthur Roebuck, running in Trinity, 
who waved to the audience, then 
chatted momentarily with Mr. 
Nixon.

But the cheering thousands rose 
as one when the prime minister 
entered, and the band played “For 
he’s a jolly good fellow.”

Momentous Issue
John B. Cooper, the chairman, 

said the meeting was “on the eve 
of one of the most momentous elec­
tions in the history of the country.” 
When that day is over, he said, and 
when the history of Canada has 
further pages added to it, “no name 
will shine with greater lustre than 
that of the gentleman now prime 
minister of this country,” and there 
was terrific cheering as he pointed 
to Mr. King.

Senator Hardy, taking over the 
chair, said Ontario was regarded 
as being the pivotal province in the 
support of any government “and for 
that reason we want Ontario to 
come back supporting Mr. King as 
it has done, and as we know it will 
do again.”

At this point Mr. Cooper intro­
duced Liberal candidates from the 
Toronto and York ridings. Mr. King 
had a warm smile and applause for 
each candidate as he stood up and 
bowed. There were Col. W. P. 
Mulock. of North York, whose 
grandfather Sir William is, and 
Walter MacRae, of South York.

Others Present
Then there were Chris Bennett, 

West York; Jim Rooney, St. Paul's; 
Lewis Duncan, Danforth; J. P. 
Travers, Parkdale; Fred Hoblitzell. 
Eglinton; George Cresswell, Broad­
view; A. J. P. Cameron, High Park; 
Aid. J. L. Shannon, Rosedalc; 
Thomas Reilly, Greenwood; Neil , 
Cameron, Davenport; Sam Factor, 
Spadina; Arthur W. Roebuck, Trin­
ity; and W. A. Irwin, East York. 
Others on the platform included 
Hon. Thane Campbell, premier of 
Prince Edward Island, Hon. W. D. 
Ross, former lieutenant-governor of 
Ontario, and Senator W. H. Mc­
Guire.

Other provincial members, in 
addition to Mr. Roebuck, were J. 
J. Glass and W. J. Gardhouse.

As Sir William rose to speak, 
Senator Hardy remarked “the fact 
Sir William sees fit to appear on 
the same platform as Mr. Macken­
zie King speaks more than words.”

"The warmth of your reception.” 
said the former chief justice of 
Ontario, “overwhelms me. My emo­
tions are rather interfering with the 
expression of my sentiments. I shall 
speak a few words for two reasons; 
my sense of duty to the people of 
the country and my affection to my 
friends here on the platform.”

For 30 years, Sir William recalled, 
he had been a judge and one duty 
of a judge is to advise jurors that 
they must make their decision on 
facts, and not be prejudiced or 
biased.

The Real Issue
“What is the issue?” he demanded. 

“Go home and ask yourselves what 
is best for Canada and the Empire. ! 
The issue centres around the ques­
tion who is to head the govern­
ment during this war. The question 
is shall the present government 
continue its efforts, or would a set 
of unknown men be best in charge 
of Canada’s war effort? Have you 
any doubt as to the verdict you give 
March 26? I haven’t.”

Sir William recalled that news­
papers had suggested the govern­
ment be turned out “because Mr. 
Rogers failed to deliver an over­
coat to some young recruit.” Other 
papers, he noted, had assailed Mr. 
King for not participating .in the 
last war.

“He was living in Ottawa,” he 
recalled. “He had a brother there 
with two children. He had a blind 
father in Toronto. His brother de­
veloped tuberculosis and it was 
necessary to send him to a dry 
climate—Arizona—but he could not 
shake it off and he died. Mr. King 
during all these years was the 
only breadwinner for the family. 
Wouldn’t it have been an inhuman 
thing for him to have gone off to

war, leaving that family uncared 
for. What shocking criticism that 
15 What possible excuse
could there be for bringing up such 
an irrelevant matter.”

If Dr. Manion did win. Sir Wil­
liam suggested, it would be months 
before he found his “best brains” 
and they educated themselves for 
their new jobs.
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Scores Shake King's Hand
“In the meantime." he said, “the 

war effort of Canada would be 
brought to a standstill. It would ba 
a tragic thing if Canada were to 
cease its effort as these men learned 
their business. Wouldn't it be mad­
ness to do such a thing? In my 

1 opinion it would be."
Sir William stressed he had put 

party in the background in the past 
few years, and was speaking as one 
citizen to another. There was tre­
mendous applause as Sir William 
sat down.

When Mr. King finished speaking.
, scores thronged the platform to 
shake his hand, and speak with the 
other ministers and dignitaries. 
Others waited many minutes nut.
aiue me stage door in the hope 
getting a glimpse of Canada’s pri: 
minister.
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KING SEES PERIL 
OF A CLASS WAR 
IN UNIONREGIME
Uses That Argument Against 

National Government Plan
DEFENDS PARTY SYSTEM

Prime Minister Challenges 
Manion's Right to Adopt 

His Campaign Slogan

Toronto, March 14.—:<P,—A com­
bination of all the parties to form 
a national government such as pro­
posed by Conservative Leader 
Man ion would mean abandonment 
of opposition and "we would find 
ourselves with a class war as well 
as national war,” Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King declared here to­
night.

"I would be the last one to say 
we should not bring in as advisers 
those able to assist us with their 
expert knowledge and advice but 
that is a different thing to bring­
ing into the Cabinet men with op­
posing views,” the Prime Minister, 
said. Z

Political parties had their proper 
place in Canada's system of Gov­
ernment, both in the administration 
and in opposition, he said.

In all his public life he had al­
ways placed country before party. 
Mr. King said, but he questioned 
whether Dr. Manion could make 
the same claim considering the 
promises he was making in dif­
ferent parts of the country.

If the people voted for the pres­
ent Government, he said, they 
could be assured that. “Canada’s 
war effort will be in safe hands." 
The proposed national government 
had “neither substance nor shad­
ow.”

Mr. King spoke before a crowd of 
about 2.500 who filled Massey Hall 
to capacity and an estimated 2.000 
heard the address over a loud 
speaker system in the nearby Vic­
toria Theatre.

reference was made bv the 
Prime Minister to the differences 
existing between himse.'f and Pre­
mier Hepburn of Ontario, his for­
mer supporter in the House of 
Commons.

Hon. Harry Nixon. Ontario Pro-1 
vmcial Secretary who resigned from 1 
the Henburn Cabinet Monday be­
cause of the Premier's criticism of 
Mr. King but withdrew his resig­
nation Tuesday, was the only On­
tario Minister on the platform.

NIXON EXPLAINS.
In a short speech Mr. Nixon said 

his statement lo the nress of rea­
sons for his resignation was not 
moderated or withdrawn but, be­
cause the issue over which he re­
signed was purely federal and had 
never been discussed in Cabinet, he 
had agreed to Mr. Hepburn’s request 
that he remain at his post.

Another interesting feature of the 
meeting was a speech by Sir Wil­
liam Mu loch, 96-year-old formel 
Ontario Chief Justice, who said a 
change of government at this time 
would be “madness.’"

Justice Minister Lapointe and 
Defence Minister Rogers also spoke, 
urging the people to vote for return 
of the Government, which initiated 
Canada's war effort and which, 
they said, was best equipped to 
carry on to success.

The Prime Minister said Canada 
must face a war of “at least, two 
or three years.” and to make its 
maximum contribution the Domin­
ion must be united. His own admin­
istration was in the best position 
to maintain that, unity, he claimed.

Returned in 1935 with a record- 
breaking majority, t.hc Liberal 
Party had not lost a sunporler and 
remained united “from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific,” Mr. King said. The 
administrai ion was made up of men 
any one of whom was capable of i 
leading a government, lie said.

The alternative offered by Dr. i 
Manion, the Prime Minister con­
tended. was a “phantom govern- ! 
ment” of which he himself was the 
only one the people knew would be 
a member.

ANSWERS MANION CLAIMS.
Quoting from Conservative cam-

Saign literature. Mr. King said Dr. 
lanion, by his own statement, 

“submerged party” in order to serve 
the whole country. That implied 
that a man could not serve his 
country if he served his party, Mr. 
King said.

'll is a condemnation of every 
leader of political parties since Con­
federation.” he asserted.

Referring to Dr. Manion's claim 
he was following in the footsteps 
of Sir John A. Macdonald when he 
formed 'he National Government 
party. Mr. King said there was no 
parallel because Sir John had never 
deserted his party. He had remain­
ed a Conservative and had never 
been in a coalition government af­
ter confederation.

Mr. King referred to Dr. Manion's 
statement that he had initiated the 
National Government movement 
after approval by his House follow­
ing and by the provincial leaders 
of the Conservative Party.

“When Dr. Manion had that 
caucus Parliament, had been dis­
solved and his followers were just 
ex-members of Parliament. What 
authority had they to speak for 
their constituents?

“Who were the provincial leaders 
Dr. Manion consulted? Let him 
name them and say what authority 
they had to speak for Conserva­
tives. . . .

“If Dr. Manion is defeated in 
Fort William—and I understand 
that is probable—who would form 
the national government he is pro­
posing?

"If I am defeated personally— 
which is always possible but not 
probable—I have 15 colleagues, 
any one of them capable of lead­
ing the Government. The war ef­
fort would go on without inter­
ruption and would be in safe 
hands.”

It had been charged that: thn 
nreseat Government was putting.

ahead of country, Mr. King
said.

“Were we putting party ahead of 
country when we ran counter to 
some of our own following in 
Parliament and asked for increas­
ed expenditures for defence?

"Dr. Manion says we should 
have known there was going to be 
a war and should have been pre­
pared for it. If he knew there was 
going to be a war, why didn't he 
and his followers help us put 
through those increased estimates 
which some of our followers from 
Quebec were opposing?

“When we needed that, help, he 
and his associates sat silent in the 
House of Commons.”

Mr. King said his record proved 
he had put country ahead of party 
and worked only for the public 
good. But he could not say the 
same for Dr. Manion.

"Was he putting country ahead 
of party when he went across Can­
ada making promises and bringing 
up purely domestic issues for pure­
ly party purposes?" he asked. "I 
challenge any person to say I have 
made a partisan appeal in any dis­
trict or brought up any local issues.

“The one issue is Canada's war 
effort and what administration can 
best carry it on. Dr. Manion is try­
ing to get away from the war issue 
altogether.”

The war would be long and ter­
rible and the next Parliament 
would be a “war Parliament” in 
the fullest sense of the word, Mr. 
King said. From the best informa­
tion, war would last two or three 
years “and who can saÿ what part 
of this world will not be terroriz­
ed?”

A maximum war effort over a 
period of years could be exerted 
only by a united country “and the 
present Goverment is in the best 
position to keep Canada united," he 
declared.
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Mr. King Has Capacité 
Audience in Massey Hall, 
Toronto, With Overflow 
Filling Nearby Theater 
To Hear His Speech by 
Public Address System.

Nixon Only Ontario 
Minister on Platform

Proposed National Govt. 
Would Mean Abandon­
ment of Opposition in 
House, Says Mr. King.

Canadian Press.
TORONTO, March 14. — 

A combination of all the 
parties to form a national 
government such as pro­
posed by Conservative Leader 
Manion would mean aban­
donment of opposition and 
“we would find ourselves 
with a class war as well as 
national war,” Prime Minis­
ter Mackenzie King declared 
here tonight.

With Opposing Views.
"I would be the last one to say 

we should not bring in as advisers 
those able to assist us with their 
expert knowledge and advice but 
that is a different thing to bring­
ing into the cabinet men with 
opposing views,” the Prime Min­
ister said.

Political parties had their proper 
place in Canada’s system of gov­
ernment, both in the administra- 
tion and in opposition.

Country Before Party.
In all his public life he had al­

ways placed country before party, 
Mr. King said, but he questioned 
whether Dr. Manion could make 
the same claim considering the 
promises he was making in dif­
ferent parts of the country.

If the people voted for the 
present government they could be 
assured that “Canada’s war effort 
will be in safe hands.” The pro­
posed National government had 
“neither substance nor shadow.”

Mr. King spoke before a crowd 
of about 2,000 who filled Massey 
Hall to capacity and an estimated 
2,000 heard the address over a loud 
speaker system in the nearby 
Victoria theater.

No reference was made by the 
Prime Minister to the differences 
existing between himself and Pre­
mier Hepburn of Ontario, his 
former supporter in the House of 
Commons.

One Ontario Minister.
Hon. Harry Nixon, Ontario pro­

vincial secretary, who resigned 
from the Hepburn cabinet Monday 
because of the premier’s criticism 
of Mr. King but withdrew his 
resignation Tuesday, was the only 
Ontario minister on the platform.

In a short speech Mr. Nixon said 
his statement to the press of rea­
sons for his resignation was not 
moderated or withdrawn but, be­
cause the issue over which he 
resigned was purely federal and 
had never been discussed in 
cabinet, he had agreed to Mr. 
Hepburn’s request that he remain 
at his post.

Another interesting feature of 
the meeting was a speech by Sir 
William Mulock, 96-year-old 
former Ontario Chief Justice, who 
said a change of government at 
this time would be “madness.”

Justice Minister Lapointe and 
Defence Minister Rogers also 
spoke, urging the people to vote 
for return of the government 
whieh initiated Canada’s war effort 
ana. which, they saia, was best 
equipped to carry It on to success.

Two or Three Years.
The Prime Minister said Canada 

must face a war of “at least two 
or three years,” and to make its 
maximum contribution the Do­
minion must be united. His own 
administration was in the best 
position to maintain that unity.

Returned in 1935 with a record 
breaking majority the Liberal 
party had not lost a supporter and 
remained united “from the Atlan­
tic to the Pacific,” Mr. King said. 
The administration was made up 
of men any one àÉ|whom was 
capable of leading a government.

The alternative offered by Dr.I 
Manion was a “phantom govern-1 
ment” of which he himself was thej 
only one the people knew would 
be a member.

Cabinet Unchanged.
Mr. King said his government 

entered the campaign unchanged. 
No ministers left his side when the 
campaign opened.

“In 1935 this party was re­
turned with the greatest majority 
since Confederation,” he said. “In 
the five sessions of Parliament 
since then, we have never lost a 
single supporter. Every one re­
mains true and loyal, and in all 
that number not one is opposing 
me today.

“Is there not something of 
value In this to Canada at this 
time?”

Electors were now being urged 
to replace a government which is 
“solidly united,” with a govern­
ment which “is not even a shadow 
government, because it has no 
substance and no existence.”

“If Dr. Manion is defeated in 
Fort William—and I understand 
that is probable—who would form 
the National Government he is 
proposing?

“If I am defeated personally— 
which is always possible but not 
probable—I have 15 colleagues, 
any one of them capable of lead­
ing the government. The war 
effort would go on without in­
terruption and would be in safe 
hands.”

It had been charged that the 
present government was putting 
party ahead of country, Mr. King 
said.

“Were wé putting party ahead 
of country when we ran counter 
to some of our own following in 
Parliament and asked for in­
creased expenditures for defence?

“Dr. Manion says we should 
have known there was going to be 
a war and should have been pre­
pared for it. If he knew there was 
going to be a war, why didn’t he 
and his followers help us put 
through those increased estimates 
which some of our followers from 
Quebec were opposing?

“When we needed that help, he " 
and his associates sat silent in ' 
the House of Commons.” j

For Public Good. ,
Mr. King said his record proved ] 

he had put country ahead of party , 
and worked only for the public 
good. But he could not say the 
same for Dr. Manion.
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I Mr. King Has ( la pari iV 
Audience in Massey Hall, 
Toronto. W ith Overflow 
Filling Nearby Theater 
To Hear His Speech by 
Public Vddress System.

Nixon Onlv Ontario 
Minister on Platform

Proposed National Go\ l. 
W mild Mean Xhamlon- 
menl of ( Opposition in 
House, Savs Mr. King.

Canadian Press.
TORONTO. March 14. — 

A combination of all the 
parties to form a national 
government such as pro­
posed by Conservative Leader 
Manion would mean aban­
donment of opposition and 
"we would find ourselves 
with a class war as well as 
national war," Prime Minis­
ter Mackenzie King declared 
here tonight.

With Opposing Views.
“I would be the last one to say 

we should not bring in as advisers 
those able to assist us with their 
expert knowledge and advice but 
that is a different thing to bring­
ing into the cabinet men with 
opposing views,” the Prime Min­
ister said.

Political parties had their proper 
place in Canada’s system of gov­
ernment, both in the administra­
tion and in opposition.

Country Before Party.
In all his public lifn he had al­

ways placed country before party, 
Mr. King said, but he questioned 
whether Dr. Manion could make 
the same claim considering the 
promises he was making in dif­
ferent parts of the country.

If the people voted for the 
present government they could be 
assured that “Canada's war effort 
will be in safe hands.” The pro­
posed National government had 
“neither substance nor shadow.”

spoke before a crowd 
of about 2.000 who filled Massey 
Hall to capacity and an estimated 
2.000 heard the address over a loud 
speaker system in the nearby 
Victoria theater.

No reference was made bv the 
Prime Minister to the differences 
existing between himself and Pre­
mier Hepburn of Ontario, his 
former supporter in the House of 
Commons.

One Ontario Minister.
Hon. Harry Nixon. Ontario pro­

vincial secretary, who resigned 
from the Hepburn cabinet Monday 
because of the premier’s criticism 
of Mr. King but withdrew his 
resignation Tuesday, was the only 
Ontario minister on the platform, j

In a short speech Mr. Nixon said 
his statement to the press of rea­
sons for his resignation was not 
moderated or withdrawn but. be­
cause the issue over which he 
resigned was purely federal and 
had never been discussed in 
cabinet, he had agreed to Mr. 
Hepburn’s request that he remain 
at his post.

Another interesting feature of 
the meeting was a speech by Sir 
William Mulock, 96-ycar-old 
former Ontario Chief Justice, who 
said a change of government at 
this time would be "madness.”

Justice Minister Lapointe and 
Defence Minister Rogers also 
spoke, urging the people to vote 
for return of the government,
. V.lch Initiated Canada’s war effort 
ana which, they sain, was best 
equipped to carry It on to success.

Two or Three Years.
Hie Prime Minister said Canada 

must face a war of “at least two 
or three years,” and to make its 
maximum contribution the Do­
minion must be united. His own 
administration was in the best 
position to maintain that imity.

Returned in 1935 with a record 
breaking majority the Liberal 
party had not lost a supporter and 
remained united “from the Atlan­
tic to the Pacific.” Mr. King said. 
The administration was made up 
of men any one of, whom was | 
capable of leading a government.

The alternative offered by Dr. 
Manion was a "phantom govern­
ment” of which he himself was the I 
only one the people knew would 
be a member.

Office of
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Cabinet Unchanged. :
Mr. King said his government 

entered the campaign unchanged. 
No ministers left his side when the 
campaign opened.

“In 1935 this party was re­
turned with the greatest majority 
since Confederation,” he said. "In 
the five sessions of Parliament 
>incc then, we have never lost a 
single supporter. Every one re­
mains true and loyal, and in all 
that number not one is opposing 
me today.

“Is there not something of 
value in this to Canada at, this 
time?”

Electors were now being urged ! 
to replace a government which is 
"solidly united,” with a govern­
ment which "is not even a shadow j 
government, because it has no ; 
substance and no existence.”

"It Di Manion is defeated in 
Fort William—and I understand 
that, is probable—who would form 
the National Government he is 
proposing?

"If I am defeated personally 
which is always possible but not 

j probable—I have 15 colleagues, 
any one of them capable of lead­
ing the government. The war 
effort would go on without in- 

! terruption and would be in safe 
j hands.”

It had been charged that the 
present government was putting 
party ahead of country, Mr. King 
said.

“Were we putting party ahead 
of country when we ran counter 
to some of our own following in 
Parliament and asked for in­
creased expenditures for defence0

"Dr. Manion says we should 
have known there was going to be 
a war and should have been pre­
pared for it. If he knew there was 
going to be a war, why didn’t he 

: and his followers help us put 
through those increased estimates 
which some of our followers from 

- Quebec were opposing?
“When we needed that help, he 

and his associates sat silent in ’ 
the House of Commons.”

For Public (ioorl.
Mr. King said his record proved ) 

he had put country ahead of party . 
and worked only for the public1 
good. But he could not say the 

i same for Dr. Manion.
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“Was he putting country ahead 
of party when he went across 
Canada making promises and 
bringing up purely domestic issues 
for purely party purposes?” he 
asked. “I challenge any person to 
say I have made a partisan appeal 
in any district or brought up any 
local issues.

“The one issue is Canada’s war 
effort and what administration 
can best carry it on. Dr. Manion 
is trying to get away from the 
war issue altogether.”

The war would be long and ter­
rible and the next Parliament 
would be a “war Parliament” in 
the fullest sense of the word. From 
the best information, war would 
last two or three years 1r$md who 
can 'say What part oG this world 
will not be terrorized?'f

A maximum war effort over a 
period of years could be exerted 
only by a united country “and the 
present government is in the be&fr 
position to keep Canada united?'
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“Was hr putting country ahead 
of party when hr went across 
Canada making promises and 
bringing up purely domestic issues 
for purely party purposes?” he 
asked. "I challenge any person to 
say I have made a partisan appeal 

i in any district or brought, up any 
! local issues.

"The one issue is Canada’s war 
effort and what administration 
can best carry it on. Dr. Manion 

! is trying to get away from the 
war issue altogether.”

The war would be long and ter­
rible and the next Parliament 
would be a "war Parliament” in 
the fullest sense of the word. From 
the best information, war would 
last two or three years "and who 
can say what part of .this world 
will not be terrorized?”

A maximum war effort over a 
period of years could be exerted 
only by a united country "and the 
present government is in the best 
position to keep Canada united.”

Office of
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Nixon Only 
Ontario Minister 
At King Rally

TORONTO, March 14. — (CP) — 
Provincial Secretary Nixon was 
the only member of the Liberal 
Ontario Cabinet on the platform 
tonight at the opening of a Lib­
eral rally addressed by Prime 
Minister King.

Mr. Nixon resigned from the 
Cabinet Monday because of dis­
agreement with Premier Hep­
burn’s attitude towards Mr. King, 
but the next day withdrew his 
resignation when assured by Mr. 
Hepburn that the Ontario Min­
isters would have freedom to do 
as they please in the Federal field.

The crowd, which filled Massey 
Hall long before the meeting time, 
applauded Mr. Nixon, who was 
accompanied by his wife.

Officers of the Toronto Cen­
trai Libéral ÀsâocVa-f&n 
all Ontario Cabinet Ministers 
had been invited to sit on the 
platform.
Senator A. C. Hardy, chairman, 

called on Mr. Nixon, who with 
Mrs. Nixon was sitting in the first 
row of the platform, for a few 
remarks. Before making them, 
Mr. Nixon shook hands with Mr. 
King. He thanked the crowd lor 
its reception.

“I don't mind admitting I wasn’t 
too sure what it would be”, he 
said. “My wife and I drove down 
here from the farm to say that 
come what may we are behind 
Mackenzie King for his re-elec­
tion as we have ( been in every 
election since 1921.

Not Withdrawing Remarks. 
“Maybe there is some confusion 

iiyme public mind. I have made 
,iro withdrawal or modification of 
the remarks I made through the 
press to the people of this prov­
ince on Monday last.

“When I felt bound to take is­
sue with the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hepburn) on a very definite issue, 
I thought it only right and proper 
I should submit my resignation, 
which 1 did in good faith.

“The Prime Minister and Cabi­
net refused to accept my resigna­
tion, taking the position that the

issues in question were a Federal 
responsibility, had never been 
discussed in council and did not 
affect Cabinet solidarity.

“The Prime Minister paid me 
the honor to wait upon me and 
urge me not to insist upon his 
acceptance of my resignation, but 
to remain in vthc Cabinet, which 
I agreed to./do.’1
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Nixon Only 
Ontario Minister 
At King Rally

TORONTO, March 14. — (CP> — 
Provincial Secretary Nixon was 
the only member of the Liberal 
Ontario Cabinet on the platform 
tonight at the opening of a Lib­
eral rally addressed by Prime 
Minister King.

Mr. Nixon resigned from the 
Cabinet Monday because of dis­
agreement with Premier Hep­
burn’s attitude towards Mr. King, 
but the next day withdrew his 
resignation when assured by Mr. 
Hepburn that the Ontario Min­
isters would have freedom to do 
as they please in the Federal field.

The crowd, which filled Massey 
Hall long before the meeting time, 
applauded Mr. Nixon, who was 
accompanied by his wife.

Officers of the Toronto Cen­
tral Libéral Associa'ion s;Ud 
all Ontario Cabinet Ministers 
had been invited to sit on the 
platform.
Senator A. C. Hardy, chairman, 

called on Mr. Nixon, who with 
Mrs. Nixon was sitting in the first 
row of the platform, for a few 
remarks. Before making them, 
Mr. Nixon shook hands with Mr. 
King. He thanked the crowd for 
its reception.

“I don’t mind admitting I wasn’t 
too sure what it would be”, he 
said. ‘‘My wife and I drove down 
here from the farm to say that 
come what may we are behind 
Mackenzie King for his re-elec­
tion as we have been in every 

i election since 1921.
Not Withdrawing Remarks. 

“Maybe there is some confusion 
| in/ne public mind. I have made 
ytm withdrawal or modification of 

the remarks 1 made through the 
press to the people of this prov- 

I ince on Monday last.

“When I felt bound to take is­
sue with the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hepburn) on a very definite issue, 
1 thought it only right and proper 
I should submit my resignation, 
which 1 did in good faith.

“The Prime Minister and Cabi­
net refused to accept my resigna­
tion, taking the position that the

issues in question were a Federal 
responsibility, had never been 
discussed in council and did not 
affect Cabinet solidarity.

“The Prime Minister paid me 
the honor to wait upon me and 
urge me not to insist upon his 
acceptance of my resignation, but 
to remain in the Cabinet, which 
1 agreed to do.”
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King Fears 
Class War If 
Manion Wins

Sees Abandonment 
Of Opposition 
In National Gov't

TORONTO, March 14.—(CP) :
—A combination of all the ( 
parties to form a National Gov­
ernment such as proposed by . 
Conservative Leader Manion , j 
would mean abandonment of 
opposition and “we would find 
ourselves with a class war as ; 
well as national war , Prime 
Minister King declared here ’ 
tonight.

“I would be the last one to say 
we should not bring in as ad­
visers those able to assist us with 
their expert knowledge and ad­
vice but that is a different thing 
to bringing into the Cabinet men 
with opposing views.”

Political Parties Needed.
Political parties had their proper 

place in Canada’s system of gov­
ernment. both in the administra­
tion and in opposition.

In all his public life, he had al- ; 
ways^ placed country before j 
pajiÿ; Mr. King said, but he 
Questioned whether Dr. Manion 
could make the same claim, con­
sidering the promises he was 
making in different parts of the 
country.

If the people voted for the pres­
ent Government they could be as­
sured that “Canada’s war effort 
will be in safe hands”. The pro- 

1 posed National. Government had 
1 “neither substance ho j; shadow'. '

Mr. King spoke before a crowd 
of aboi^t 2,500 who filled Massey 
Hall Ab capacity and an estimat-

:d 2,000 heard the address over a 
oud speaker system in the nearby 
/ictoria Theatre.

No reference was made by the 
Prime Minister to the differences 
existing between himself and 
Premier Hepburn.

The Prime Minister said Canada 
must face a war of “at least two 
or three years”, and to make its 
maximum contribution the Do­
minion must be united. His own 
administration was in the best 
position to maintain that unity.

Returned in 1935 with a record- 
breaking majority, the Liberal 
party had not lost a supporter and 
remained united “from the Atlan­
tic to the Pacific”. The administra­
tion was made up of men any one 
of whom was capable of leading a 
government.

The alternative offered by Dr. 
Manion was a “phantom govern­
ment” of which he himself was the 
only ore the people knew would 
be a member.

Government Intact.
Mr. King said his Government 

entered the campaign unchanged. 
No ministers left his side when the 
campaign opened.

“In 1935 this party was return­
ed with the greatest majority since 
Confederation. In the five sessions 
of Parliament since then, we have 
never lost a single supporter. 
Every one remains true and loyal, 
and in all that number not one is 
opposing me today.

“Is there not something of value 
in this to Canada at this time?”

Electors were now being urged 
to replace a Government, which is 
“solidly united” with a Govern­
ment which “is not even a shadow 
government, because it has no sub­
stance and no existence”.

Quoting from National Govern­
ment campaign literature, Mr. 
King said Dr. Manion, by his own 
statement, “submerged party” in 
order to serve the whole country. 
That implied that a man could not 
serve his country if he served his 
party.

“It is a condemnation of every 
leader of political parties since 
Con fed era t.i on.”

| Referring to Dr. Manion’s claim j 
! he was following in the footsteps 1 
' of Sir John A. MacDonald when 
he formed the National Govern- 

, ment party, Mr. King said there 
! was no parallel because Sir John 
; had never deserted his party. He 

had remained a Conservative and 
I had never been in a coalition gov- 
! ernment after Confederation.

Mr. King referred to Dr. Manion’s 
I statement that he had initiated 
I the National Government move­

ment after approval by his House 
following and by the provincial

leaders of the Conservative party.
“When Dr. Manion had that 

caucus, Parliament had been dis- 
! solved and his followers were just 
ex-members of Parliament. What 
authority had they to speak for 
their constituents?

“Who were the provincial lead­
ers Dr Manion consulted? Let 
him name them and say what 
authority they had to speak for 
Conservatives . . .

“If Dr. Manion is defeated in 
Fort William—and I understand 
that is probable—who would form 
the National Government he is 
proposing?

“If I am defeated personally—I 
which is always possible but not 
probable—I have 15 colleagues, 
any one of them capable of lead­
ing the Government. The war ef­
fort would go on without inter­
ruption and would be in safe 
hands.”

It had been charged that, the 
present Government was putting 
party ahead of country.

“Were we putting party ahead 
of country when we van counter to 
some of our own following in Par­
liament and asked for increased 
expenditures for defence?

“Dr. Manion says we should 
have known there was going to be 
a war and should have been pre­
pared for it. If he knew there was 
going to be a war, why didn’t he 
and his followers help us put 
through those increased estimates 
which some of our followers from 
Quebec were opposing?

“When we needed that help, he 
and his associates sat silent in the 
House of Commons.”
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King Fears 
Class War If 
Manion Wins

Sees Abandonment 
Of Opposition 
In National Gov't

TORONTO, March 14.—(CP)
—A combination of all the 
parties to form a National Gov­
ernment such as proposed by , 
Conservative Leader Manion 
would mean abandonment of 
opposition and “we would find 
ourselves with a class war as 
well as national war”, Prime 1 
Minister King declared here 
tonight.

“I would be the last one to say 
we should not bring in as ad­
visers those able to assist us with 
their expert knowledge and ad­
vice but that is a different thing 
to bringing into the Cabinet men 
with opposing views.”

Political Parties Needed. 
Political parties had their proper 

place in Canada’s system of gov­
ernment. both in the administra­
tion and in opposition.

In all his public life, he had al­
ways^ placed country before 
paif; Mr. King said, but he 
Questioned whether Dr. Manion 
could make the same claim, con­
sidering the promises he was, 
making in different parts of the 
country.

If the people voted for the pres­
ent Government they could be as­
sured that “Canada’s war effort 
will be in safe hands”. The pro­
posed National Government had 
“neither substam1*? '

Mr. King spoke berorr « crowd 
| of about 2,500 who filled Massey 
Hall^ro capacity and an estimat­

ed 2,000 heard the address over a 
oud speaker system in the nearby 
/ictoria Theatre.

No reference was made by the 
3rime Minister to the differences 
existing between himself and 
Premier Hepburn.

The Prime Minister said Canada 
must face a war of “at least two 
or three years”, and to make its 
maximum contribution the Do­
minion must be united. His own 
administration was in the best 
position to maintain that unity.

Returned in 1935 with a record- 
breaking majority, the Liberal 
party had not lost a supporter and 
remained united “from the Atlan­
tic to the Pacific”. The administra­
tion was made up of men any one 
of whom was capable of leading a 
government.

The alternative offered by Dr. 
Manion was a “phantom govern­
ment” of which he himself was the 

. only ore the people knew would 
j be a member.

Government Intact.
Mr. King said his Government 

j entered the campaign unchangèd. 
- No ministers left his side when the 
1 campaign opened.

“In 1935 this party was return­
ed with the greatest majority since 
Confederation. In the five sessions 
of Parliament since then, we have 
never lost a single supporter. 
Every one remains true and loyal, 
and in all that number not one is 
opposing me today.

“Is there not something of value 
in this to Canada at this time?”

Electors were now being urged 
to replace a Government which is 

i ‘‘solidly united” with a Govern­
ment which “is not even a shadow 

1 government, because it has no sub­
stance and no existence”.

Quoting from National Govern­
ment campaign literature, Mr. 
King said Dr. Manion, by his own 
statement, “submerged party” in 
order to serve the whole country. 
That implied that a man could not 
serve his country if he served his 
party.

“It is a condemnation of every 
leader of political parties since 
f!nn fed era u on

Referring to Dr. Manion’s claim j 
he was following in the footsteps ! 
of Sir John A. MacDonald when 
he formed the National Govern­
ment party, Mr. King said there 
was no parallel because Sir John 
had never deserted his party. He 
had remained a Conservative and 
had never been in a coalition gov­
ernment after Confederation.

Mr. King referred to Dr. Manion’s 
statement that he had initiated 
the National Government move- 

1 ment after approval by his House 
following and by the provincial

leaders of the Conservative party.
“When Dr. Manion had that 

caucus, Parliament had been dis­
solved and his followers were just 
ex-members of Parliament. What 
authority had they to speak for 
their constituents?

“Who were the provincial lead­
ers Dr Manion consulted? Let 
him name them and say what 
authority they had to speak for 
Conservatives . . .

“If Dr. Manion is defeated in 
Fort William—and I understand 
that is probable—who would form 
the National Government he is 
proposing?

“If I am defeated personally—i 
which is always possible but not 
probable—I have 15 colleagues, 
any one of them capable of lead­
ing the Government. The war ef­
fort would go on without inter­
ruption and would be in safe 
hands.”

It had been charged that, the 
present Government was putting 
party ahead of country.

“Were we putting party ahead 
of country when we ran counter to 
some of our own following in Par­
liament and asked for increased 
expenditures for defence?

“Dr. Manion says we should 
have known there was going to be 
a war and should have been pre­
pared for it. If he knew there was 
going to be a war, why didn’t he 
and his followers help us put 
through those increased estimates 
which some of our followers from 
Quebec were opposing?

“When we needed that help, he 
and his associates sat silent in the 
House of Commons.”
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Country Ahead of Party.
Mr. King’s record proved he had 

put country ahead of party and 
worked only for the public good. 
But he could not say the same for i 
Dr. Manion.

“Was he putting country ahead 
of party when he went across Can­
ada making promises and bringing 
up purely domestic issues for 
purely party purposes? I challenge 
any person to say I have made a 
partisan appeal in any district or 
brought up any local issues.

“The one issue is Canada’s war 
effort and what administration can 
best carry it on. Dr. Manion is 
trying to get away from the war 
issue altogether.”

The war would be long and ter­
rible and the next Parliament 
would be a “war Parliament” in 
the fullest sense of the word. From 
the best information, war would 
last two or three years “and who 
can say what part of this world 
will not be terrorized”?

A maximum war effort over a 
period of years could be exerted 
only by a united country “and the 
present Government is in the best 
position to keep Canada united”.

Justice Minister Lapointe and 
Defence Minister Rogers also 
spoke, urging the people to vote 
for return of the Government 
which initiated Canada’s war 
effort and which, they said, was 
best equipped to carry it on to 
success.

It would be “madness” to 
change governments at this 
stage in Canada’s history, Sir 
William Mulock, “grand old 
màn” of Canadian public life,

’ declared in a brief speech.
The 96-year-old former Chief 

Justice of Ontario, who induced 
Mr. King to enter public life near- 

! ly 40 years ago, said “only the 
j gravity of the present situation”
I had induced him to take the plat- 
; form.
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11 Party Before Country 
Is Still Policy Of Liberals 

Canada Premier Admits
Hints at Possibility That/, 

He May Be Defeated hi !* 
Own Riding of Prince 
Albert
“A National Government would 

bring class warfare to this country 
within two years,” predicted Rt. Hon. 
W. L. Mackenzie King last night, as. 
he addressed a filled Massey Hall; 
and an overflow meeting in a nearby; 
theatre through a loudspeaker sys-; 
tern. i

Mr. King enlarged on his statement

The Liberal chief ridiculed JDr.' 
| Manion’s quoted statement that he 
had "submerged the (Conservative) 
party in the interests of Canada’s 

| future."
"If my leader thought he had to 

submerge his party to save his coun­
try, I’d soon find another leader," said 
Mr. King.

The Borden government, he said, 
was formed for thé one specific pur­
pose of putting through conscription. 
Was Borden, Bennett or Meighen sub­
merging the country when they were 
leading their party, he asked. What 
would the country do without two 
parties, he wanted to know.

‘It’s the only way to run a demo­te the effect that a National Govern-^j^ratic country. The Liberal govern-
" 1...........““1J " ment is a National Government in

the true sense of the word. But any 
party should make known its mem­
bers and its policies," he said. 

PREDICTS BIG VICTORY 
Drawing a comparison between Dr. 

Manion’s National Government party 
and the Reconstruction party of Hon. 

.S-rr-- >a •'

H. H. Stevens. Mr. King cnuckléd 
as he described it. "Dr. Manion has 
done just what Harry Stevens did 
five years ago. He left the Conserva­
tive party to form another party, the 
(Reconstruction party. He formulated

ment ordinarily would mean a 
government composed of Liberals 
and Conservatives. The Opposition 
would, therefore, be composed of 
C.C.F., New Democracy, Sociaf 
Credit, Communist and any other 
parly member who might be elected. 
An Opposition was necessary but not 
that kind of opposition, he argued,j 
in appealing to his hearers to vote* 
against Hon. Dr. Robert J. Manion 
and his followers on March 26.

"We are before the people of Can­
ada to ask them if we are to be 
trusted to carry on the war effort. 
The question is a very simple one.
It is a question as to what is best i policy and appointed himself lead- 
for Canada—an administration com- r y .
posed of men you know, or an ad- er. Then when the election returns
..... , . _ ,___. were in, he was the only Recon-

minislration you know nothing about. strllctionist to have been elected. He 
THINKS IT FUNNY had a party, he had a policy, he was

"Was there ever a greater mis- the leader, but he had nobody to 
nomer? There is no National Gov- lead.
ernment, so how can there be a jn reply to Dr. Manion’s assertion 
National Government party?” argued that Mr. King would meet the same 
Mr. King. "It is a phantom govern- fate. Mr. King insisted that Toronto 
ment. It Is an imaginary govern- WOuld be surprised at the majority 
ment. It exists only in the mind— prjnee Albert will roll up for him 
and this at a time of war! The situa- this time, 
tion is perfectly ludicrous. It would 
be more funny if it was not so seri-
ou;s‘ , . „ , ~ ». . will carry on the work of Canada
mnnfrihPJtyihf ht a n!Tn in ^ at war. They are trained men. They 
ment that he had a precedent m the are the men who wouid be replaced 
actions of Sir John A. Macdonald T

"But even if I’m defeated, I have 
fifteen men at Ottawa who can and

and Sir Robert Borden, Mr. King! 
claimed that the former never was 
a member of a coalition or a uçioi'j 
government after Confederation. Hi 
was part of a union govemmen 
(Quebec and Ontario) about 1840 
This union was one of the main fac 
tors in bringing about Confederatior 
he admitted.

if the Liberals were defeated. And 
Canada’s war effort would suffer.

“What help did we get from 
Manion?" he asked. "If he knew last 
year there was going to be a war, 
why didn’t he and his men get up 
in {he House and support us once in 
a while? I said before Britain went 
into this war ‘Canada will be there 
beside her.’ Is that putting party

before unity? Every step taken by 
this government has been taken for 
the good of the country.”

Flaying what he termed Dr. 
Manion’s "local appeals” in order to 
sway vote’s, he charged that the 
National Government leader was at­
tempting to get the campaign away 
from the war effort altogether.

AIR TRAINING'
“They are trying to localize the 

election. They are playing for party 
ends, and not for the good of the 
country as a whole. Alone, Canada 
could not win this war. Neither 
could Britain, or France, or even 
the British Empire. But, with all 
working together, we can. Canada’s 
war effort may be a most deciding 
factor.”

Mr. King went on to describe the 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan as 
the "greatest thing that has been 
accomplished by the Commonwealth 
since the war started.” This had 
been told him by a representative of 
the British government.

"In 1935 this party was returned 
with the greatest majority since Con­
federation,” he said. "In the five 
sessions of Parliament since then, we 
have not lost a single supporter. 
Every man remains true and loyal, 
and in all that number, not one is 
opposing me to-day. Is there not 
something of value in that to Canada 
at this time?"

Sir William Mulock returned to 
the political wars at the age of 96 
to support Mr. King.

"I advise you to take this matter 
home. Ask yourselves, ‘What is best 
for Canada? What is best for the 
Empire?’ that is the simple issue,” 
he said.

Explaining why Mr. King, as a 
man of 40 during the last war, hadn’t 
joined the colors, Sir William stated 
he had a brother with two children 
who was unable to support himself 
because of sickness, a blind father, 
his mother, and an aunt to support.

"He was the only breadwinner in 
the family, and he did not enlist for 
that reason. But is that any reason 
for turning out this government?" he/ 
asked. /



TORONTO TEEE3RÀM March 2, 1940
Lamentations of Mr. King Far From Stimulating

The robust quality of Rt. Hon. Winston uhurchlll,s radio 
speeches give them a strong tonic value In days of storm and 
stress. Each time he speaks, It seems that Mr. Churchill 
captures the spirit of Britain’s dauntless seamen who hourly 
face the most desperate perils with a firm confidence that 
wins admiration of the world.

It can stir no pride in the hearts of Canadians to 
contrast Mr. Churchill's buoyant optimism in the face of the 
enemy with the rather pitiful expressions to which Mr. Mack­
enzie King gave utterance In his speech at Winnipeg. We 
quote from the Toronto Star report:

The big audlenee hushed as the Prime Minister 
told them: "The future as I see It is a very 
dark and very terrible one. All that has happ­
ened since September has gone, not to relieve, 
but to increase our anxiety."

In words more filled with foreboding than any 
he has publicly uttered in the past five months,
Mr. King spoke of the development of hostilities 
against Finland, of the growing danger of war in 
the Balkans, Palestine and India. "Think of the 
possibilities which may follow if the situation 
goes on spreading and war continues in the Orient," 
he warned. "The question we must ask ourselves



is whether the British Empire, whether France, 
is going to survive."

Viewed from Berlin which, we may be sure, scans all 

speeches of Allied political leaders closely, these deliver­

ances by Mr. King must prove anything but discouraging.

They do not bespeak a very high spirit on the part of a 

nation that is waving farewell-to its Khaki-clad crusaders 

cheerfully sailing on the King's business of war. They 

add no rosy promise of comin success to the much-plac­

arded Liberal slogan, ,fForward with 1 ackenzie King."
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UP NEGLECTED FORCES 
FROM BOTTOM, SAYS MR. KING

Preceding Conservative Re­
gime Had “Starved” De­

fences, He Charges

REPORTS ON WORK

Necessity of spending a great por­
tion of defence department appro­
priations to repair deficiencies left 
by the Bennett government hin­
dered needed development of Can­
ada's air force. Prime Minister Mac­
kenzie King told Canada in a broad­
cast from Winnipeg.

“Canada would have a larger air 
force today if we had not needed to 
use so much of the money appro­
priated for defence to repair defi­
ciencies left by our predecessors,” 
he charged. He noted that Hon. R. 
J. Manion, Conservative leader, was 
a member of the Bennett govern­
ment, and mentioned that Dr. Man- 
ion has charged “lack of prepared­
ness.”

A non-partisan advisory war 
cpuncil to give added power and 
direction to Canada’s war effort as 
the conflict strikes deeper into all 
nations engaged in it, may be form­
ed, Premier King hinted. He said 
that after the election, March 26, he 
would expand the great non-politi­
cal war organization already func­
tioning.

New Coast Forts
For the militia the government 

established new coastal fortifica­
tions on the Pacific, with eight new 
batteries; set up an emergency de­
fence plan on the Atlantic coast 
which went into operation at the 
outbreak of war in September; me­
chanized the militia; began to man­
ufacture weapons and anti-aircraft 
searchlights and increased the man­
ufacture of munitions.

Also for the land forces, the gov­
ernment acquired tanks and other 
mechanized vehicles, anti - tank 
guns, anti-aircraft guns and heavy 
machine-guns. It completed or en­
larged barracks and training camps 
at Kingston, Calgary, Dundurn. 
Sask., and Shilo, Man.

For the air force, Mr. King re­
counted, the permanent force has 
been trebled by the organization of 
12 auxiliary air squadrons. There 
had been 110 aircraft bought and

delivered by March. 1939, and deliv-1 
cries had proceeded steadily since. 
Up to the same month 230 aircraft 
engines were delivered. Stocks of 
bombs, ammunition and other equip­
ment, including motor transport 
vehicles and marine craft, had been 
secured. Air stations at Ottawa, 
Trenton, Vancouver and Dartmouth, 
N.S., had been enlarged and new 

I air stations established at Sydney, 
Truro and Yarmouth in Nova 
Scotia; Vancouver Island, Queen 
Charlotte Islands and Prince Rupert,

Had To Build Up
“Over the protests of the Liberal 

opposition,” Mr. King declared, “the 
air force had been virtually but­
chered by the Bennett government 
before we came into office. In all 
branches of defence we had to first 
make good the deplorable depletion. 
We had to begin at the bottom and 
build up.

"In 1935.” Mr. King said, “the air 
force had no modern service planes 
and no bombs. The magazines and 
shore equipment of the navy were 
in a dilapidated state. The militia 
had no modern weapons and no 
mechanical equipment. Coastal de­
fence fortifications were inadequate 
and there was no mechanical equip­
ment.”

For the navy, he said, the gov­
ernment doubled the personnel, in­
creased reserves, established fisher­
men’s reserves which were now 
doing splendid war duty, bought 
five new destroyers, four new mine 
sweepers, one training schooner, 
provided a new naval magazine at 
Esquimault, new ports of defence at 
Halifax and Esquimault, and addi­
tional naval barracks and docks. 

Quotes Slashes
The Bennett government cut air 

force appropriations from $6.000,000 
under the preceding King adminis­
tration to less than $2,000,000 in 
some years. Since the present gov­
ernment took office in 1935, annual 
air force outlay had started at 
$6,000,000 and increased yearly up to 
nearly $30,000,00 in the last year 
before war started. In 1932 and 
1933, he charged, the Bennett gov­
ernment dismissed 180 officers, 100 
airmen and 125 technical civilian 
employees from the air force over 
the protest of the Liberal opposi­
tion. T4- also, he said, discontinued

the wireless service, curtailed the 
engineer services and practically 
stopped construction at the Trenton 
airport.

The big audience hushed as the 
prime minister told them: “The 
future as I see it is a very 
dark and very terrible one. All 
that has happened since September 
has gone, not to relieve, but to 
inci*ease our anxiety. It is my re­
sponsibility as head of the govern­
ment to pass not daily, but hourly, 
on questions of life and death. I 
ask any one of you if you would 
like to take the responsibility that 
rests on my shoulders?”

A situation of such growing grav­
ity, Mr. King asserted, demanded at 
the head of Canadian affairs not 

! only men in complete agreement, 
and of long experience, but men 
who had first-hand knowledge of 
developments before and since the 
outbreak of war. “The members of 

l the present government,” he said, 
“have been in constant contact with 
British and Allied authorities. I be­
lieve it is in your own interest to 
retain in authority those who are 
best informed on the country’s war 
needs; those who have organized 
Canada’s war efforts since its incep­
tion.” -A—

i
1
]
c

]

1
1
1

]
1
1

(
i
t



PRESS CLIPPINGS Office of

The Prime Minister

Name of Publication............ Toronto^Daily Star
Date........................................ I.Iarch...l5Jl...1940

KING GIVES ACCOUNT 
OF HIS STEWARDSHIP 

IN STIRRING SPEECH
Canada Comes Before Part/ 

With Us, Premier
Says

TWO HALLS JAMMED

By H. R. ARMSTRONG
“Everything that we have done, 

or that we have not done, has been 
in the light of what is best for the 
country and not for party. We nave
used the party only as a means to 
an end. that end being the govern­
ment of the country in the best and 
most effective way."

This was the ringing answer de­
livered last night in Massey Hall 
by Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
to the charge levelled by Hon. R. J. 
Manion at Kingston on Wednesday 
night, that the Canadian premier 
cared only about the Liberal party 
and not the best interests of the 
Dominion.

Two great audiences of more 
than 5,000 jammed Massey Hall and 
the overflow meeting in Victoria
theatre to hear and to cheer Mr. 
King and his colleagues. Hon. i 
Ernest. Lapointe, minister of jus- I 
tice, and Hon. Norman Rogers. ; 
minister of national defence.

The two throngs applauded again 
and again as, step by step. Mr. 
King traced the government’s de­
fence and war program from the 
time two years ago when war first 
threatened up to the present 
moment, driving home repeatedly 
the point that national and not. party 
interests had governed the ad-, 
ministration’s every move.

Mr. King told how for several 
years, the government had in­
creased defence expenditures to 
meet Canada's needs, over opposi­
tion from within his own party and 
from Dr. Manion and his Conserva­
tive followers. The prime minister 
recounted how, before war broke 
out, disregarding political consider­
ations, he had declared that Canada 
would stand at the side of Britain 
if hostilities developed from Ger­
many's invasion of Poland.

Cites War Effort
Without regard for political re­

percussions the government had an­
nounced its war policy to parliament 
and then set up non-partisan boards 
in many fields of war effort. Mr. I 
King recalled. When the govern- 1 
ment was attacked for its war prose- ' 
cution by Premier Duplessis in 
Quebec the federal cabinet ministers 
from that province risked their ; 
political careers to defeat the Que­
bec government, he reminded the 
applauding thousands.

"I challenge anyone in Canada 
to tell me where, since this war 
began. I have made any appeal of 
any kind of a sectional nature, or 
for purely party reasons,” Mr. King 
declared. “The sole issue is Canada'? 
war effort and what administration 
can best carry it on. That is wha- 
I have discussed and that alone 
If we are returned we will give 
the best that is in us. to our nation, 
in furthering Canada's war effort to 
the utmost of the ability of our 
country.”

On the other hand, charged the 
prime minister. Dr. Manion had 
been stressing sectional appeals and ; 
local issues in his campaign tour of 
the Dominion. The Conservative 
leader was varying his promises in 
different localities to serve party 
purposes and not the good of the 
Dominion as a whole. “He is mak­
ing an effort today to get away 
from the war effort issue alto­
gether," charged Mr. King, “and to 
get people in the different con­
stituencies thinking in terms of their 
local, particular questions.

Class War Danger
Mr. King warned that formation 

of a union government now, with 
radical parties united in opposi­
tion. would lead within two years 
to a class war in Canada, in addition 
to the war now in progress. He 
quoted utterances of the national 
gnverpment party leader to show 
that Dr. Manion. both before and 
after outbreak of war, had declared 
emphatically against the principle of 
national government.

In setting up a national govern­
ment party on his own initiative, 
the prime minister asserted Dr. 
Manion was following exactly the 
course of Hon. H. H. Stevens live 
years ago in bringing the Recon­
struction party into being. Like Mr. 
Stevens, Dr. Manion had first 
deserted his own party, then formed 
its policies and constituted himself 
leader. Mr. Stevens was the jnly 
Reconstruction candidate to be 
elected and the same thing might 
happen Dr. Manion.

There was never a greater mis­
nomer than “national government" 
for the administration Dr. Manion 
was asking people to support. Mr 
King asserted. Never before, any­
where in the world, had people been 
asked to vote for national govern­
ment candidates where such a 
government was not even in exis­
tence, he declared, as his nearers j 
laughed and applauded. Dr. Manion's ! 
proposed cabinet was not even a 1 
shadow government, because it had 
never existed to throw a shadow.



Note on the Origins and Characters 
of the National Political Parties

r

ia

Confederation was really the work of a 

coalition of both parties so far as the old Province 

of Canada was concerned. It is, however, noteworthy 

that the opposition to the idea came from the Liberal 
party (parti rouge) particularly in Lower Canada.

In Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, speaking generally, 

the Conservatives were the Confederation party and 

the Reformers the oponents of Confederation.

Sir John Macdonald’s first government had 

the superficial appearance of a coalition, it did 

not, however, include George Brown, the great re­

form leader of Upper Canada, and it rapidly assumed 

a more and more exclusively Conservative character.

During the first parliament, there was 

no organized party of opposition and no party leader.

It was only gradually as Macdonald’s administration 

came to reveal itself more and more as the champion 
and mouth-piece of the financial and commercial interests 

that cohesive opposition developed. The leading part 

which Alexander Mackenzie took in the election of 1372 

gave him the primacy in the opposition which led to 

his selection as leader and resulted in his forming,



after the 11 Pacific Scandal11 debacle f the first Liberal 

government.
The opposition between Macdonald and Mackenzie 

gave a stamp to the two national parties which they have 

ever since tended to retain. The Conservative party 

of Macdonald was the party of the 11 interests11 , and 

the Liberal party of Mackenzie was the champion of 

the public interest and of equal rights for all.

In its early^ears the Liberal party suffered 

from two defects, one,imperfect cohesion (the fact 

that it had not yet developed a genuinely national 
sense) and two, the personal difficulties between 

Mackenzie and Blake. It was only when Laurier, whose 

political career began after Confederation and who 
might be termed the 11 Son of Confederation11 became leader 

of the Liberal party in 1337 that the party really 

became a genuinely national organization.

If the Liberal party developed a national 

sense and became a national entity more slowly than 
the Conservative party, it learned more thoroughly 

the lesson that a national party in Canada must at all

times reflect the sentiments of all sections of the 
country and all classes of the community.

The Conservative party has never lost its 
early tendency to represent the 11 interests11 and at

times has also yielded to the temptation to sacrifice



the national to sectional interests. There is, however, 
a place for a genuine Conservative party in Canada. 
People fall naturally into two categories, which are 
aptly described by the words:’Liberal1 and''Conservât ive!.
In a democratic community those of Conservative temper 
and mentality are entitled to their just share of re­
presentation, and there are, doubtless, times when the 
health of society is served by a pause in progress 
and the consolidation of the gains which have been made.

Liberalism, on the other hand, stands for 
orderly progress as well as for freedom in the broadest 
sense of the term. A truly Liberal party will have 
room in its ranks for advocates of progress who, at 
times, may feel impatient at the slow rate of change.
It will also have room for forward-looking inviduals 
who, none the less, appreciate the need of maintaining 
what is best in the existing order. The Liberal party 
can only be true to itself when it keeps a nice balance 
between progress and stability.
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Ft WftftCountry before party.

Forty before country.
(wee Sir Jo>m putting perty before 

country ell years except before 
Confederation.)

Dr# Man Ion says he Is following example of i
31r John A> - before confederate

a*r iI9iarb iàsrâAB - ^ i®i?«
as this only tin» country woa before 

Party by Sir John and Worden •
other leaders. 

Specific Issues - make govt# itself 
possible#

- conscription.

Leaders known, 
ollcy known, etc#
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3. national Cewera ent - not on war 
2» Australia#



-3

I,-anion NationalMam <Ln_t. -

Says got support of M.P,*s
Says got support of Provincial

leaders#
Compare

Conservative Convention, etc# 

loolal Reconstruction by Stavens.

" Possible résultat
(1) Leader and following

(2) No leader and "

(3) Leader and no following.

What guarantees.

,viPHP
A National Govt, not in public

interest.
Not 4 pilots at a wheel stirring in 

different directions.
An Opposition essential.
Sir Wilfrid»» attitude.

°\y
Opposition 
Publie service 
Senate
Publie opinion
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unity

(b) making the maximum war effort*
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Not_pufet jrifi party, atoad of country
1* Liberals re estimates last parliament 

vs* Manion - no support
- cutting down esti ntog

2. whnno. slg,Qtion last July*
3. âSLiy.MSPd Canada beside Britain
4. Policy presented to Parliament.
5. In war effort since*
6* In not extending term of Parl*t,
7. In not having Union dovfc*
8. When Lapointe etc, fought Duple sa is*
9. Sought a general election instead of

office -
preserve ©onatltutioruo
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Mas soy I loll mooting, 
Toronto, March 14, 1940

'pl...Parias..p&fàjtè.?£.fifthly

'.'.'ere the Liberals doing that when they were putting tiiroufh increased 
defence a time tea, and had not the support of their own 
party*

‘•'•as .Jr* Man to fs party doing that when they gave no sup port to these
estimatea, while they were being opposed by other parties?

as Dr* Hanlon’s party doing that when they were cuttln c:own the 
estimates for the air orce in those years?

Sera the Liberals doing that when we annou coa that if P anu wo re
attacked and Britain went to war, we would be at the ale 
of Britain?

were we doing: that when we presented out policy to the Con:one? 
n e we been doing- that since wo have continued on In office? 
ere we dolar- that

than we rofused to extentk t’ne term of Parliament, nnd 
form a national government while Parliament was in 
session, depriving the oeo -le of tiielr rights?

" 'non wo dissolved Parliament and sought to have this
election over?

" then Duplessis’ government attacked our federal volley, 
and Mr* Lapointe, Mr* Cardin and Mr* ower, with 
the approval of their coll agues took their political 
life In their hands, and fought for Canadian unity?

Then we dissolved Parliament, and gave tlie people not 
the Liberal Party, the chance to say who was to 
continue carrying on the gov riment?

" hen we wante.. to preserve ti» constitution of the
country both written and unwritten?



Re: Party and Country in terms of

2#
D - ' 3

Look at the list of the parties in the ilou a -
Would wo be the party to c /mb no with the Hew Democracy 

in order to get a majority in the next House of 
Commonsf
That is what Dr. Man!on is prepared to do.

Would wo be doing that If we Joined with the C.C.F. to carry on?
That is what Dr. aanion is proparea to do.
If not, he wishes to have a Union Government of 
the Liberals and Conservatives only.

What does that meant

(Quote Dr. Hanlon’s own words)
Turning over the Opposition to combination of C.C. .,
Hew Democracy (equals Social Credit) and raiscella. sous. 
They to be the body to succeed if the government 
destroyed.

To join with the Liberals - do away with any effective 
Opposition.

Create in the minds of the people suspicion in the 
country as to government by"two old political parties, 
interested only in alliance, etc.j furthering big 
Interests, etc.; getting this country divided; 
bringing on a class war while we are confronted with 
Great War.

Compare Sir Wilfrid Laurler's attitude • to remain Opposition.

Héxt, Man!on says be had consent of Caucus and provincial leaders 
before deciding on policy.
Not a member of the Caucus was a member of Par lament.
Parliament had been dissolved.

They had no authority.
Some of them have not even received nominations,

rV.'"'



Besides, do people surrender to represontativea their 
right to ohenge policies?

Bed these members consulted their constituents?

led r. îfienion consulted the ion who put him In office 
efc the Conservative Convention?

Be says he consulted provincial Isadore?

"ho are t'neso leaders?

V/ho gave them the authority to apeak In the nane of 
anybody?

I prestum It would ho In the nr < of tbs Conservative 
'Party.

They oe’tainly did not ret the rlht from the people 
of th® province generally,

thon It must have been from the Conservative Party.

Where was the meetlnr of t>ie Party?

Who gave them the authority?

Iff* paflUfiÀ to

(Take In headings)

Cite example first of Borden government.

Sir Jorun Mac., one Id’s Ooverwsent.

Did Sir Jo n bur?,- the natie of the Conse vatlve Party? 
It was a co-alltio;. of two parties that 
mints Inna their Identity for a specific purpose.

Borden and hia party - specific purpose - conscription.

caa Sir '«llfrld against the Interest» of his country 
when he preferred de feet to supporting a polley 
of conscription?

Bote particularly what uarantoe Dr# Manion himaIf 
will be returns t.
Poes 1-Hit of ay defeat.



Next, what guarantee if National Government were farraeu 
that he would be accepted aa the head?

ring in re different men being offered leadership of the 
National Government at the time of conserlotion «*
Mulock among the number.

Çdlte certain Menlon will never be head of a National Government.
First, manner in which he has at-ackeu Social Créait or 

New Democracy, C.C.l ., Liberals and myself.
Take in Manlon’a statement in House of Com one as to showing 

him documents#
Get abatements regarding "no danger of war".

Put in statement regarding de;3and for an election last July#
17as he putting Party or country first?

Make out list of questions where Manlon was putting his 
Party first and not the country.

Get quotation of Sir «îilfrid as to attitude of Opposition.
at&te why Liberal Party..wishes to carry on government#

Because of the country.
Because It believes it is the onlr Party thet can 

unite the country.
Look at present poiâtion to demonstrate that.
Believes it can save the country from extretae men - 

extreme in the one direction - not doing enoughj 
extreme in the other - doing too much.

(Take in measures, etc.)
Because It can command following in every province.
The only government that can form a truly National 

Government#
Take relations with Quebec and Ontario.
Take position throughout West.



5.
Note Manlonf3 following in Saskatchewan •

None there » look at list#

Conclude by reference to nr; own public life#

Challenge anyone to say where in the 21 years I imve 
boon leader of m - Party, 1 have ever nut Party 
bofore the country#

Party - an instrument#
- mans to an end.

Means of uniting people to work together*

therefore no harsh word in present campaign* 
though much provocation#

Similarly, government an art - not a busines or a sèâonce.

'Hi© art of getting largest number of :en to work 
o rether for the common good#

Next, Man!on putting the party before the country -

making these various promises in different localities;

diverting attention away Iron that of i;&■n issuet 
winning; of the war»

Prive main issue - and mandate for a strong ovorn^ont.

lïave I put Party before country In present campaign by 
refraining from visiting different parts,

from making numerous public ap earanoes, and

not allowing bus ness of govern ont and trie war to
drift at Ottawa.

Have I done that for the la t five years, when I felt the 
demands required my presence at Ottawa.

Mention of recent visit to Saskatchewan#
Unable to visit ray own constituency#
Say a word that they will get the answer from 

Saskatchewan which will let them se.. that 
humble citizens, early settlers and others



!
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undo r stand situation botter than Dr# Ma ni on - 
will not fall for a number of promise a •

Dr# Hanlon putting country before party when he talks of 
reducing licence fe s#
Run over various promises, asking that question#
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Third Parties In Canada«
(A) Past and (B) Present,

, There have been other parties in the federal
field, each with its leader; not as many in the past as 
there are today#

(A) There was, for example, in the past, the 
Canada First Association, a movement founded by W. A* 
Poster, under the stimulus of Goldwin Smith# It never 
reached the proportions of a political party. It was 
led by Haycock# The last time I saw this
old warrior he presided at a Liberal meeting at which 
I spoke in Northumberland County# Like its predecessor, 
it melted into the Liberal Party# While its aigis were 
broadly Liberal, its immediate appeal was to a class - 
the farmer, and largely to one province (Ontario)#

In 1889, the Equal Rights Association was 
formed. It was a movement^by Dalton McCarthy and other 
Conservatives who had become disgruntled, and who, under 
the title 11 Equal Rights” were actually seeking to 
establish an English-speaking and Protestant ascendancy.
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They succeeded in stirring up a atom of racial and 
religious strife. The Equal Rights Party ran its
course in _______ years. Mr. McCarthy, in time,
realized the folly of this attitude and came to 
recognize that the tolerance for which Liberalism 
stood was the only permanent basis on which Canadian 
unity and well-being could be maintained.

In 1910-11 we had the rise of the 
Nationalist Party. It formed an unholy alliance 
with the Conservatives (whose appeal in turn was 
not broad enough to include Quebec) to defeat the 
only broadly national party of the day. Its members, 
subsequently, with a few notable exceptions, sacrificed 
their principles for the fruits of office.

Coming to more recent times, we have had, 
in 1921, the National Progressive Party, led for a 
time by Tom Crerar, who is a colleague in the present 
Government and, later, by Hon. Robert ïWtèr, who was 
a colleague in a former Government. The National 
Progressive Party was composed of advanced Liberals, 
differing little in creed from the official Liberal 
party. The criticism of that party is that they
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appealed too much to one class, the farmers, and 
to one section, the West» The Progressive Party
had, at one time, as many as _______ members in
the House of Commons. It ran Its course in e_we 
years.

There was also the U.F.O. (United Farmers 
of Ontario), and the U.F.A. (United Farmers of Alberta)#

)V, 4 -> -f f ll fMiss Macphall and others^merged with the C.C.F#
Included among parties which have contended 

for political control In the federal field, but which 
have since wholly disappeared, mention should be made
of the Reconstruction Party. It had _______ candidates
In the field in the last general elections. The 
Reconstruction Party was a protest movement without 
a well conceived program. Its leading members were 
disgruntled Conservatives, who resented dictatorial 
leadership of their party and^irked by its reactionary 
tendencies. It disclosed that indignation is not a 
broad enough basis for a party. Mr. Harry Stevens was 
its leader. Of the party, he alone was returned to 
Parliament. He held valiantly to the post of leadership 
for three sessions, but having no following all that 
time, and with none In prospect, at the last session
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he gave up the party and the post of leader to come 
and sit at Dr. Man!on*s right. The Reconstruction 
Party may he said to have become extinct. It was an 
extinct volcano from the start.



Third Parties In Canada
(B) Present»

In 19____, the Cooperative Commonwealth
Federation was formed* It was born of the beginnings 
of what might have become a Labour Party* It has never 
completely outgrown the class apeal of its parent.
Its aims are generous and humanitarian. Its means are 
State control and regimentation, which would involve 
sacrifices of freedom that Canadians are not prepared 
to make. Mr. Woodsworth was chosen its leader at a
convention in Regina in 19____• He has led the party
ever since. It has a membership of _____ in the present
House of Commons.

The Social Credit Party, first a purely 
provincial party, formed by Mr. Aberhart, entered the 
federal arena in 19 , Mr. John H. Bladciore was chosen
its leader^ in 19____. He is its present leader. One
could not quarrel with the aim of the Social Credit Party, 
which is to give prosperity to all. It would be difficult 
to dis cover a political party which had not a similar 
general aim. (Good intentions substituted for adequate 
understanding and close study of problems. Belief in magic 
problems which confront Government in Canada are complicated 
there are no easy solutions and panaceas. Champions of 
an exaggerated provincialism harmful to national unity).



Now we have another party being brought into 
being. It ia called the "New Democracy11. It is more

See ( 
denunciation ( 
of New ( 
Democracy ( 
Party by ( 
Coldwell and ( 
C.C.P. ( 
reported ( 
press (
July 25,1939.(

'new' than 'democratic*. Ita formation and procedure 
resemble in ao many particulars those of the Reconstruction 
Party of 1935 that it seems almost certain that its fate 
in the next general elections will closely resemble that 
of 31s prototype^ jWhen the Reconstruction Party was formed 
it d id not have a name^ or a leader, Mr. Stevens gave it 
its name, and constituted himself its leader. It has been 
the same with the New Democracy Party. Until Mr. Herridge 
proclaimed that there was such a party, no one had heard 
of it, and until he constituted himself its leader, it was 
without one. Mr. Herridge has been a general, seeking an 
army. There has been no attempt to base the movement on 
any common principles. Its propaganda, so far, has been 
destructive and abusive - "sound and fury, signifying 
nothing"T^ Jrhe Reconstruction Party was out against the 

two old parties, because of the displeasure of its leader 
with one of them. The New Democracy Party, likewise, is 
out against the two old parties, because, I imagine, of 
the displeasure of its leader with both. Stevens, so far 
as I am aware, only belonged to one. He has returned to it.
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Herridge, at different times, pp^ended an allegiance 

to one and then to the other, or, at least, so I have 

had reason to believe* I do not think he really ever 

belonged to any* Whether he will find it possible to 

return to either remains to be seen* If he does, I 

doubt if it will be by the door of the House of Commons. 

At any rate, judging by the fate of the Reconstruction 

Party, one has to look to something else than the number 

of candidates in the field to get any sort of an estimate 

of the probable results. There may be much trumpeting 

on the hustings, but Sound is a poor substitute for 

Substance, and an even poorer index of probable results. 

In the case of the Reconstruction Party, the latter, in 

the general elections of 1935, came as near to the 

vanishing point as it was possible to come, without 

reaching it completely. The New Democracy Party, In the 

next general elections, whenever they come, may surpass 

that record, but I doubt it will surpass any other.

The New Democracy Party has already sought 

to save its nominal existence by a readiness to sacrifice 

its Identity and become merged with other third parties 

which will be prepared to accept it as a partner in an 

effort to create, among the discontented elements of the 

country, a United Front. This was made abundantly



clear in Mr. Herridge * 3 statement as to his readiness 
to run in Prince Albert.

(Please insert here particulars from statement 
made, and follow with statement of Coldwell, 
refusing to have C.C.F. coalesce. Reported 
press July 25, 1939.
Follow up re combine"with Aberhart.
Give brief characterization of present position 
of New Democracy and Social Credit alliance.)
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Massey Hall meeting,
Toronto, March 14, 1940

Re; Putting Party ahead of Country

Were the Liberals doing that when they were putting through increased 
defence estimates, and had not the support of their own 
party?

Was Dr. Manion*s party doing that when they gave no support to these
estimates, while they were being opposed by other parties?

Was Dr. Manion*s party doing that when they were cutting down the 
estimates for the air force in those years?

tL /*****^»r, rnMt H

Were the Liberals doing that when v/e announced that if Poland were
attacked and Britain went to war, we would be at the ■
of Britain?

Were we doing that when we presented our policy to the Commons?

Have we been doing that since we have continued on in office?

Were we doing that

When we refused to extend the term of Parliament, and
form a national government while Parliament was in 
session, depriving the people of their rights?

11 When we dissolved Parliament and sought to have this 
election over?

11 When Duplessis * government attacked our federal policy, 
and Mr. Lapointe, Mr. Cardin and Mr. Power, with 
the approval of their colleagues took their political 
life in their hands, and fought for Canadian unity?

11 When v/e dissolved Parliament, and gave the people not 
the Liberal Party, the chance to say who was to 
continue carrying on the government?

11 When we wanted to preserve the constitution of the 
country both written and unv/ritten?



2.
Re 2 Party and Country in terms of 

Nat i onal Cover nine nt

Look at the list of the parties in the House -
A**&a**-$Would v/e be, the parW to-xomblne with the New Democracy 

in order to get a majority in the next House of 
Commons?

That is v/hat Dr# Manion is prepared to do.

Would we be doing that if we joined with the C#C#P# to carry on?

That is what Dr» Manion is prepared to do.

If not, he wishes to have a Union Government of 
the Liberals and Conservatives only#

What does that mean?

(Quote Dr. Manion*s own words)

Turning over the Opposition to combination of C#C«F#,
New Democracy (equals Social Credit) and miscellaneous. 
They to be the body to succeed if the government 
destroyed#

To join v/ith the Liberals - do away with any effective 
Opposition.

Create in the minds of the people suspicion in the 
country as to government by two old political parties, 
interested only in alliance, etc.; furthering big 
interests, etc.; getting this country divided; 
bringing on a class war while v/e are confronted with 
Great War#

Compare Sir Wilfrid Laurier*s attitude - to remain Opposition.

Next, Manion says he had consent of Caucus and provincial leaders 
before deciding on policy.

Not a member of the Caucus was a member of Parliament#

Parliament had been dissolved.
They had no authority.

Some of them have not even received nominations,
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Besides, do people surrender to representatives their 
right to change policies?

Had these members consulted their constituents?
Had Dr. Manion consulted the men who put him in office 

at the Conservative Convention?
He says he consulted provincial leaders?

Who are these leaders?
Who gave them the authority to speak in the name of 

anybody?
I presume it would be in the name of the Conservative 

Party.
They certainly did not get the right from the people 

of the province generally,
then it must have been from the Conservative Party.
Where was the meeting of the Party?
Who gave them the authority?

The whole position is an exact parallel to that of Stevens
and his Reconstruction Party.
(Take in headings)
Cite example first of Borden Government,

Sir John MacDonald fs Government.
Did Sir John bury the name of the Conservative Party?

It was a co-alition of two parties that 
maintained their identity for a specific purpose.

Borden and his party - specific purpose - conscription.
Was Sir Wilfrid against the interests of his country 

when he preferred defeat to supporting a policy 
of conscription?

Note particularly what guarantee Dr. Manion himself 
will be returned.
Possibility of my defeat.
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Next, what guarantee if National Government were formed 
that he would he accepted as the head?

Bring in re different men being offered leadership of the 
National Government at the time of conscription - 
Mulock among the number.

Qpite certain Man!on will never be head of a National Government.

First, manner in which he has attacked Social Credit or 
New Democracy, C.C.F., Liberals and myself.

Take in Manionfs statement in House of Commons as to showing 
him documents.

Get statements regarding “no danger of war”.

Put in statement regarding demand for an election last July.

Was he putting Party or country first?

Make out list of questions where Manion was putting his 
Party first and not the country.

Get quotation of Sir Wilfrid as to attitude of Opposition.

State why Liberal Party wishes to carry on government.

Because of the country.

Because it believes it is the only Party that can 
unite the country.

Look at present position to demonstrate that.

Believes it can save the country from extreme men - 
extreme in the one direction - not doing enough; 
extreme in the other - doing too much.

(Take in measures, etc.)

Because it can command following in every province.

The only government that can form a truly National 
Government.

Take relations with Quebec and Ontario.

Take position throughout 7/est.
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Note Manion’s following in Saskatchewan - 

None there - look at list#

Conclude by reference to my own public life#

Challenge anyone to say where in the 21 years I have 
been leader of my Party, I have ever put Party 
before the country.

Party - an instrument.
- means to an end.

Means of uniting people to work together.

Therefore no harsh word in present campaign, 
though much provocation.

Similarly, government an art - not a business or a science.

Next

The art of getting largest number of men to v/ork 
together for the common good#

, Manion putting the party before the country -

making these various promises in different localities;

diverting attention away from that of main issue: 
winning of the war.

Give main issue - and mandate for a strong government.

Have I put Party before country in present campaign by 
refraining from visiting different parts,

from making numerous public apoearances, and

not allowing business of government and the war to 
drift at Ottawa.

Have I done that for the last five years, when I felt the 
•demands required my presence at Ottawa.

Mention of recent visit to Saskatchewan.
Unable to visit my own constituency.
Say a word that they will get the answer from 

Saskatchewan which will let them see that 
humble citizens, early settlers and others



understand situation better than Dr* Manion - 
will not fall for a number of promises.

Manion putting country before party when he talks of 
reducing licence fees.
Run over various promises, asking that question



March 5, 1940
8:> 1 *

I.J&IORAIJDUK AE 3uA5dEY ilALL MEETING

Place: Massey Hall, approximately 3000, overflow meeting
Metropolitan Church, seating 400-500*

•Bate: Evening, March 14th, Doors open 7,30 p,m. Meet'
ing commences 8,30 p,m.

Tickets: (a) Platform, 250 for :

(1) Candidates - invitations have been 
sent out to many ridings. Their wives 
will sit in specially reserved seats,

(2) Officers of the Central Liberal As­
sociation and Toronto Liberal Women*s As- 
sociation,

(2a) Past Presidents Toronto Central and 
Toronto Women’s Liberal Associations,

(3) Presidents of Toronto Ward Associa­
tions,

(4) Special Guests, i,e. persons wno 
were given special tables at the August 
dinner here.

(b) General Admission,

Sound Amplification: for street outside, Massey Hall and 
for the gymnasium.

Music: 48th highlanders Band,

Additional Entertainment : 7,30 to 8,30 being arranged.

Chairman: Senator A, C, Hardy.

Candidates: to be introduced by B, J. Sullivan.

Decoration for interior of Massey Hall; Plans being drafted 
by Robert Simpson Co., Limited,

Program: Meeting will open 7.30 with God Save the King,
to 8.30 music and entertainment.
8.30 on, Mr, King, Mr. Lapointe and Mr. Rogers,



Observations on the Prime Minister1s original 
draft for August the 8th.

l 8?i 3

Page 2. It might be desirable to point out, in referring
to world conditions, how absurd demands, lile the one 
made yesterday by Col, Drew (see clipping attached), 
actually are.

PP. 7 & 8. Some of the references, if left in their present
form, to the difficulty of finding suitable Cabinet 
Ministers might be taken to reflect on the calibre of 
the Prime Ministers colleagues; a point might possibly 
be made of the difficulty of finding adequate represen­
tation of all sections of the country in the Cabinet of 
1921, as compared with the wealth of talent resulting 
from the great Liberal victory of 1935, as showing increased 
confidence of the country in the Liberal party.

Page 10. It is probably not possible to fix the exact course
of the ”Equal Rights Party”, as it was never a party in 
any serious sense of the term.

Mr. Crerarfs successor as Leader of the Progressive 
Party was the Honourable Robert Forke, not Foster.

Re Third Parties

It m:ight be suggested that they have been of two 
kinds: those which were advanced Liberals in their
outlook and which were ultimately merged into the Liberal 
Party, and those which were composed of disgruntled 
Tories and which expired after a very brief life.
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:■ OduHlO MEETING

Placet Maaaey Hall -
overflow mooting Metropolitan 

Church.
Tinet 8*30 p.m.

Chairmant Senator A. C. Hardy

Remark»

Order of a peakersl
1. Mr. Rogers
2. Mr. Laoointe
3. Mr. King

(Candidatea to be lntrodueed by 
B* J. Sullivan)

L*.
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HOY/i b YORK HQTOL

Ht. Hon, ■; *b« Mnokonsl King

fl.R.L. Henry, Keq.

2. Handy, Ssc;•
J.3. Mlcol

Hooro Hoa.
1634-5-7

1641

If339

1636

^lL°a»...ya?a.^, fenaalaSf 1640-50

don. H. Mcl.. Honora 1646-60
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:ioaaoy Hall Uoeilnr,

b
Referanee to those present,

public ap leernncea in Ontario, 
and elections*

Refer nee to the issues in the oempain 
itself,

drew in attentl m to ray having 
confined rayaell entirely to tie 
natter of the vrar.

Reference to see Inf* things in truer 
light at or- sent as we are

•’cttlng near the oleetiom

(1) ttie dissolution;

( : ) t'ne al nll iennoe of
Hàtional wernrsant.

Bring in reference to election in 
war-tIra and choosing e war 

ovonromt,

also Prime Minister's responsibility 
in what he does not do as well 

as whst he does do.



Beferoaae to those resont

one of the olaost - 3d years
one of the your, -eat 
candidates
ro sreeentative Liberals

prominent cttleena#

LS^SJLa IcjtiLSftîSÏÏSââ
fortunate In lieutenants*

£3P SR- tiftLfll
1* Issues clet«rnlned by elrcuïsetenoea 
8e A year ego, «map Issues

relative to domestic affairs.
3. But one Is sue - Canadas ar xJBQjt

Vint ov<,-r:s:.<iru
ojap-U^aaüEilZâELâ

Upon wladoa of choice dépendra part 
Canada will play} efficiency am 
extent of its eonfcributldn, arid 
conceivably out come of war*

iaaigâ /mBsmKL.asmLiar
Parties In the field*
Liberal or national wera «at* 
ifhlch beat able to overa •

which most truly national*



rt WgB iA..^Rta3an£Country before party.
Party before country. j

(as 31r Jo:.m putt Inf; party before 
country all years except before 
'onfddaration.)

Dr# Hanlon says he la following exemple 
of i
.:-lr John a. • before Confederate

dir dobcrt, iiflnion - In 1917#

as this only tine country woe before 
Party toy Sir John and Borden •
other leasers.
Specific Issues - taake govt# itself

possible#
- conscription.

Leaders known.
oycrn am. ioras...

•alley known, etc#

jftBftfaL ML MSffifl&a -
V Rational dotera ent » not on war 
% Australia#
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/, i

ran:. ;n lietfonel ororu ant -

Ser-a "Ot support of '#?#’*
Says rot support of Provincial

lor rs#
'•ocgjare

•omervativo Convention, eue» 

-octal Rcoonstraction by it-ivono.

Possible results*
(1) ondoî sal following

(2) "io loader anti *

(3) Lender and no following*

hot guarantees*

A national oovt# not in oublie
Interest#

dot 4 pilots at a wheel stirring In 
different ciroétions#

An Opposition essential#
dir >11 frill’s attitude#

8 eheofce* Opposition 
Publie service 
3$oatlOublis opinion
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Can Oovt, be formed out of ; roups 
that bava defeated pres nt administration,

( ’anion's plan of national govt,
Implies defeating flrat ana of parties 
he wishes to Join him)

(a) capable of maintaining national
unity

(b) making fclie maxiaura war effort#

\a. ^ JAtoila £ps Country»

ito* aftMfl Pi pp'-v^ry-
!• Liberals re estimates last parliament 

va» Manlon » no support
- cut tin?- down eati ntoa

2. 'hymo o loot Ion last July,

4» Policy presented to Parliament,
5, In war effort since,
6, In not extending to :-m of F’arl't,
7» In not havin' Union -’ovL,
8, When Lapointe etc, fou, ht Duplessis,
9, Sought a general election instead of

office -
preserve constitution.q



PromiseaTPromisea7

Challenge anyone wy public life 
when Party first*

Have not VA-i-ir^-^v
am not new#

jEsUa^Ecû .-.to., .*■ft». a m^._ao s.
oatbîzM Hew emocracy.

" Torioa .iayJ'-aa^ia'g. mi.y, *
and abaixion Opposition

SmSajdMtJBtt.à» yteoiM
VHiy fiOv@rr$ndnt randy to carry on, 

nnd are needed*

Ileoc ior a strong National overmmnt.

i’he issue ns I see it*

A Mandate necessary*



Toronto mating

Place : Massey Hall - ^
overflow meeting Me t ro po-LLtan

Time : 8.30 p.m.

Chairman: Senator A. C. Hardy

Remarks

Order of speakers:

1. Mr. Rogers

2. Mr. Lapointe

3. Mr. King

(Candidates to be introduced by 
B. J» SulMKran)

Senator A.C. Hardy and Mr. John B. 
Cooper (Pres., Toronto Central 
Liberal Assn.) will call for 
Prime Minister at 8.00 p.m.



Rt. Hon, Ernest Laoointe

First elected to
House of Commons - February 1904
(36 years ago)

Sworn in as member of P.C* - 
December 1921.
(19 years ago)

Hon, Norman McLeod Rogers

First elected to H, of C. - 
October 1935.

Minister of Labour -
Minister of National Defence•

Hon. Senator Arthur C, Hardy
Son of Hon. Arthur S. Hardy,

formerly Premier of Ontario*
President, Ontario Liberal Assn.

1919 - 1932 (13 years)
Summoned to the Senate, Feb. 1922.
Apptd. Speaker of Senate, May, 1930. 
Sworn in as member of P.C*,

July 1930.



Outline of Speech

by
MACKENZIE KING

Montreal» March 12, 1940.

Much said in present campaign about two things : 

!• The dissolution of Parliament,

2. The desirability of forming a "national” or union government.

We are today in a better position to judge, to see exactly, the true significance of 

each of these matters.

For most people it is always difficult to look ahead, to see what lies beyond today 
or tomorrow - to be other than controlled by their immediate feelings and pre­
judices, That is why in the present campaign you have heard so little about 
what, after all, is most important - how your affairs and the affairs of this 
country are going to be managed in the next 5 years, and so much about a lot 
of things that belong to the past, and will never be thought of or heard of 
again after the 26th of this month.

Yet, it is with the future that the new Parliament will be concerned.

Let us now consider why a new Parliament is necessary.

First of all, why do we have a Parliament at all?

That the will of the people may be carried out, since all cannot participate, we 
must have representation.

Since representatives (like people themselves) have different views, therefore the 
views of the majority must prevail.

j To ascertain views of the people and of the majority, political parties are necessary

The majority becomes the government - the minority the Opposition.

This is the way every legislature, conducts its business in a free country, under a 
democratic system.

This doesn’t mean that the government, representing the majority, has everything 
its own way - a monopoly of government.

There are two all-important controls :

\

2.
the Opposition has rights and continues to function;

while Government decides policy, the real work of administration of the
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country*s affairs is carried on by the public service, which is composed of 
men of all parties - advantages of a permanent civil service.

I might add a third -

3, The two Houses of Parliament

the Senate has an equal voice with House of Commons on most matters.

There has never been a time since I have been leader of the party when the party has 
had a majority in the Senate: 1921-25 ; 1925-26; 1926-30; 1935-40.

V

A government in bringing forward its measures has always to take account of how they 
will be received

(a) by the Opposition,

(b) by the Senate.

QjI might add Wrhe press, and all agencies that affect public opinion.

Work of government in war, as well as in peace, is carried on by Parliament as a 
v whole. It is opinion that governs, and every Member of Parliament has utmost 

' freedom of expression of his views.

Only one body superior to Parliament -

Only one set of persons whose views are of more importance tha,i those of re­
presentatives of the people in Parliament, and that is the people themselves.

How rights of people to expression of their views secured by the Constitution:

1. elections to be held at least once in every five years ;

2. elections to be held at any time when in opinion of those carrying on the 
work of government, the Interests of government and of the people so demand.

The situation in January of this year.

Late Parliament elected in 1935.

Had to be an election in 1940.

Usually there is one session a year, and an election once in every four or less 
years -

This was true throughout Sir Wilfrid* s time and has been true throughout my time 
at least when Liberals in office. The Conservatives have frequently held on 
till last minute, e.g.:



Conservative Government elected in 1891 - 1896;
Borden tt ft 1911 - 1917;
Bennett M ft 1930 - 1935;

le There had been 5 sessions of the late Parliament.

2. There had been (a) at session of 1939, expectations of a general election 
when session over ;

(b) demands for a general election in summer.

3. There had been a condemnation of the war effort of the present administration - 
resolution by Legislature of largest province of the Dominion.

That resolution was supported by members of both political parties in the province - 
by some of one party, by all of the other party.

The fact that its motive was personal, political, vindictive, or whatever it may have 
been; that it was condemned by many of those who supported it; that it did not 
represent their real views, and certainly not the views of the province, did not 
affect its significance:

1. in the eyes of the people in o ther parts of the Dominion ;

2. in the eyes of the allied powers;

3. in the eyes of the Germans ;

or 4. in the use that it was intended should be made of it once Parliament had
met again in regular session.

The fact was it atood out on the records of the Legislature and stands there today, 
and will continue to stand as a condemnation of the present government until on 
March the 26th it is answered by the people themselves in a voice so effective 
that no one will ever dare quote it again, except as a condemnation of those in 
the Legislature who joined to give it their support.

There was only one way in which to settle that question - a question which involved 
the policy of the government with respect to Canada’s war effort, and not only 
the policy of the government, but the ability and capacity of its members to 
administer Canada’s affairs at a time of war, and that was to allow the people 
to speak for themselves. This was essential in the interest of the country, its 
war effort and the cause of the allies, at the earliest moment possible.

What would have been said if any other course had been followed:

Let us picture the situation as it would have developed as it would be today.

Remember every one knew that the Session if it went on was to be followed by a general 
election.

Parliament would have begun debating the Address.
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immediately a polit ical battle would have begun in the House of Commons ;

What it would have been like we now know from the speech Dr. Manion delivered on the 
afternoon of Thursday, January 25th.. He gave then in part the material he had 
in readiness for Monday the 29th..

(Every other party leader and speaker would have followed with speeches not meant to 

help win the war, but to help him and his party win at the coming election.

The government would have next introduced the Estimates.

Still later the Budget. Every item in the Estimates would have been made a target 
for criticism on the score that the government was going too far, or not far 
enough, was helping this constituency or province, while neglecting some other 
constituency or province. A similar effort to score political capital would 
have been made with respect to every tax imposed. Some interest or class or 
part of the country, it would have been said, was being favoured while some 
other interest, or class or other part was being asked to carry more than its 
share of the burden, and so on and so on — not a word would have been said as 
to what might be necessary to win the war, everything would have been said with 
an eye to winning the election.

Even the slightest indication of possible oversight, or error, however completely it 
might owe its existence to the imagination or suspicion of a political opponent, 
would have been made to assume proportions of a political scandal of the first 
magnitude, — and all this regardless of the effect it might have upon CanadaT s 
war effort in the eyes of our allies or of the enemy.

The government would, from day to day, have been prevented from making headway with 
the business of government in order that amunition for a general election might 
be manufactured, printed at the public expense, and sent out in the form of 
speeches delivered in Parliament. At the same time, its opponents outside as 
well as inside Parliament vrould have kept firing at the administration.

Then what would have followed? We vould have been told, and this in the most em­
phatic manner, that in continuing to carry on the work of government we were 
simply seeking to hang on to office - were postponing the day of dissolution 
because of the certainty of meeting defeat - that we had long since lost the 
confidence of the electorate - that the resolution of the Ontario Legislature 
was right, that if we had had any appreciation of our duty to the people we 
would have dissolved the moment that resolution was passed. When the time of 
dissolution finally came, the country would have been told that the government 
had meant to hang on to office to the last minute, that we would have probably 
done what a previous government had done in war time - amended the constitution, 
formed a union government and tried carrying on indefinitely if the combined 
opposition had not prevented anything of the kind and driven us at last to 
the country.

It is all very well for Dr. Manion and those who are supporting him on the platform 
and in the press to say the government should at least have met Parliament and given 
to Parliament an account of the way they had managed the affairs of the country ; and 
that after Parliament had had a brief short session in which everyone would have co­
operated and been glad to co-operate, we could have brought on the elections. But 
are you so sure matters would have worked out that way? I am perfectly sure they 
would not.

I come now to something which it will be easier for you to understand today than it 
was six weeks ago, and I ask you to keep it very much in mind during the next 
fortnight. Even more, I am going to ask the people of this country to hove it 
in their minds from month to month throughout this very fateful year. It is
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something which in your interests, in the interest of the allies, and particularly 
in the interests of Canada’s war effort I myself have always to keep very much in 
mind.

Unless we were to violate the constitution of this country an election had to come 
this year. - Some say, no, that we might have amended the constitution. My 
reply to them is that no power is given us by the constitution to take any such 
step. But they say, it was done in 1916 at a time of war. - I say it should not 
have been done then. Parliament took from the people and to itself at that time 
a right it should not have taken.

The people were deprived of the right of saying, every five years, who their represent­
atives for the next five years should be. When the same Parliament tried again, 
in 1917, to perpetuate itself on the ground that the war was still on, it was 
seen clearly that war itself was no justification for such a step. The proposal 
had to be abandoned, and an election was held while the war was on.

I made clear at the special war session of Parliament last September that I would 
countenance nothing of the sort. As between the supremacy of the government 
and the supremacy of Parliament, I stated I had always stood and would continue 
to stand for the supremacy of Parliament, but that whenever, the question was 
one between the supremacy of Parliament, and the supremacy of the People, I 
was wholly and entirely, 100 percent, for the supremacy of the people. On this 
basis alone can we continue to enjoy in this country free representative insti­
tutions and responsible government. Indeed, it is only on this basis that we are 
entitled to continue to be called a democracy.

If then an election had to come this year, was if not all to the good, altogether in 
your interests, in the interests of Canada’s war effort, in the interests of 
the Allied Forces, and in the interests of our young Canadians who were enlisting 
in the defence forces on land, on sea and in the air, that it should be over 
just as soon as possible, and, if at all possible, out of the way before the 
German offensive commences, as it is almost certain to commence in the early 
spring.

Just consider the position we would now be in if I had not taken the course I did.
Parliament in all probability would have still been sitting, with the probability 
of a dissolution at any time, and the certainty of a general election as soon as 
dissolution came. Suppose that dissolution had come after Easter, since it could 
hardly have come before. It might not have come till June or July - June is 
what Dr. Manion and his friends were evidently counting upon. Then, instead of 
the elections being over, as they will be when Easter is past, and a new 
Parliament duly installed with a fresh mandate from the people to prosecute 
Canada’s war effort, in accordance with policies definitely known and under­
stood, we would have been just entering upon a general election which would 
have taken the next eight weeks. That is to say, the political campaign would 
have lasted until about the end of May or the beginning of June. After eight 
long weeks of bitter wrangling in Parliament, we should have had another eight 
weeks of political controversy in the country. I wonder in what shape Canadian 
unity and Canada’s war effort would have been by that time? I wonder how this 
country would have looked in the eyes of our allies and of the enemy!

But that is not all. By having the elections brought on when they were, the members 
of our defence forces now in England will be able to cost their votes before 
crossing over to Europe; others will vote before leaving Canadian soil, and all 
under conditions which will make for a fair and honest election.

Even more important, however, is the fact that not only will the people of Canada have 
been enabled, as they have during the past six weeks, to hear the issues fully 
discussed at a time of comparative quifct in Europe, but the government itself, 
whatever government it may be, will have been placed in a position to give its
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whole time and attention to the prosecution of Canada* s war effort at a time 
that this is certain to be most needed. If March 26th is passed before the 
whole European situation reaches its most alarming and appalling stage, we 
shall have reason to be thankful indeed. One thing is certain, we cannot 
expect fighting to be confined to the sea and the air much longer, nor to 
be on the limited soele it has been thus far. It is well for all cf us that 
the elections are now so nearly over. Just imagine the agony of mind of every 
elector in Canada if, on top of two months political contention in .Parliament, 
we had now to look forward to another two months of the same sort of thing in 
the country, with, in addition, as I greatly fear will prove to be a fact, war 
raging on an intensified scale in Europe, and conditions in other parts of the 
world still more unsettled.

The obvious desirability of having the appeal at this time, and having it over just 
as soon as possible, is so apparent that, but for two questions, no one of in­
telligence would, I think, have doubted for a moment the wisdom of and the ne­
cessity for the course taken.

The first question is why have an election at all in time of war? That, I think,
I have already completely answered. This war may continue for many years. It 
is not going to end whenever we wish it to end.. It will not end until the re­
sources of war itself - till one or other, if not ail, of the participants, and 
the resources on which they are dependent for victory, are exhausted. Would 
any one wish to have a Parliament, chosen in 1935 without any reference to war, 
continue on indefinitely through the forties, with no chance given the people 
to say whom they wished to manage their affairs in so critical a period? Mean­
while, the whoj.e parliamentary situation, and the situation throughout the 
country, would-have...sïeadlly;-de$£i2Maled. Moreover, in a war to preserve free­
dom, such a course would have meant the destruction of our own free institutions.

Abraham Lincoln,, at tie time of the great civil war, was faced with a similar situa­
tion, though one, if anything, even more difficult. The constitution of the 
United States called for a presidential election every four years. The Civil 
War began ip. April. 1861. The presidential elections were due in November,
1864. Lincoln had to decide whether he and his colleagues would override the 
Constitution and extend their own term on the pretext that the Constitution never 
contemplated, and was not framed, to cope with a situation at a time of civil 
war, and that the elections, which were prescribed by the Constitution, could 
not be held under such circumstances. Lincoln held that failure to hold the 
elections would be an admission that the rebellion had succeeded ; and that, in 
a war for freedom, Americaf s free institutions had already been destroyed by 

\ the forces that were opposing freedom. "We cannot," he said, "have free govern- 
I ment without elections." He held the elections. Lincoln and his government 

were sustained, and the world was shown that elections could be held under 
democratic institutions at a time of civil war and that democracy and freedom 
could be maintained despite the consequences of war. "The elections", said 
Lincoln, "demonstrated that a peopleTs government can sustain a national election 
in the midst of a great civil war." "Until now". he added, "it has not been 
known to the world that this was a possibility." It will bo possible to say 
the same of Canada, with respect to war, after the 26th of the present month.

The other question which naturally suggests itself is why, in the circumstances, did 
I wait till Parliament was called together before asking for a dissolution? The 
answer to that is very simple. I had given my word at the special war session 
of Parliament not to bring on a general election between the closing of one 
session and the opening of another, or, in other words, before Parliament was 
again called together. I said Parliament would likely be called together in 
January, but might be called together before that time. I did not say that 
Parliament would be continued in session, once it was called together. That 
would have meant tying the hands of the government regardless of what the 
public interest might demand.

What I said - I quote my exact words - tftey will be found in the records of the 
Parliamentary debates of September 12th, 1939 :
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"It is my intention to have parliament called again 
in January. It may possibly be necessary to have 
parliament called before that, but I should expect 
that we would follow the usual procedure and bring 
honorable members together some time in the month 
of January. At that time, we will be in a position 
to consider what steps may be most necessary with 
regard to developments that may ensue meanwhile."

I need not remind you what had taken place meanwhile. The Ontario Legislature’s 
resolution was passed on January 18th. But for having promised to bring the 
Members together in January, if not before, I would have asked for dissolution 
on the day following the passing of the Ontario Resolution. I did the next 
best thing. I asked, for an immediate dissolution, once members had assembled, 
and announced the governments intention to dissolve in the Speech from the 
Throne.

It must be apparent, from v\hat I have said to you, and from what you yourselves have 
had opportunity to witness since January 25th, that in taking the step I did 
at that time I was but fulfilling my constitutional duty as Prime Minister, 
once I saw that a general election at the earliest moment possible had become 
necessary in the interests of the country, of Canada’s war effort, and of the 
Allied cause, so to advise the Governor General, regardless of what inconvenience 
it might occasion the Members of Parliament, most of whom were my own supporters, 
or however much the step itself might be misinterpreted and misrepresented in 
the course of the elections themselves.

It has been said I was "scuttling" Parliament. May I say that those who make this 
assertion were prepared, if such were the case, to scuttle the people. If I 
were scuttling the Ship of State, those who opposed the step were prepared to 
scuttle the Nation* The people, not Parliament, are the source of all political 
authority and power. There are times and seasons for all things, The time 
for a new Parliament had come; to attempt to carry on with a Parliament that had 
already had five sessions, with the knowledge that a general election was imme­
diately to follow, would have been to ignore altogether the effect of such a 
course upon Canadian unity, upon Canada’s war effort, and upon the cause of the 
Allies. Far from scuttling Parliament, I was in fact taking the necessary steps 
to bring into being at the earliest moment possible, at a time of war, a new and 
truly representative Parliament to replace a Parliament that had never been 
elected to serve the people’s interests at a time of war, a Parliament that had 
nearly run its course and was doomed at any moment to die. At this very moment, 
I would have been receiving the strongest condemnation for not having foreseen 
the condition that was certain to arise, and would have been blamed for every 
consequence of it. That condemnation would have grown in intensity and volume 
every month that I had foiled to permit an immediate appeal.

At times of political controversy, it is often difficult to see matters in their 
true light. The observations of impartial authorities, especially if they 
are known to be authorities on the British Constitution, may therefore be of 
value in helping us to reach a just conclusion, I think I am right in saying 
that there is no student of British parliamentary institutions in the British 
Empire whose opinions on matters of the kind is more widely sought or highly 
regarded than are those of Mr. Berriedale Keith, the author of many well known 
works on government in Great Britain and the Dominions. In .a letterto "The 
Scotsman", in Edinburgh, published almost immediately after the dissolution 
of our Parliament, Mr. Berriedale Keith expressed his views in no uncertain 
terms. After saying that the criticism against myself, because of the 
dissolution, was clearly unjustified, Mr. Berriedale Keith went on to sum up 
the situation. He did so in the following words:
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"Parliament must bo dissolved this year under the Constitution; 
its life could be prolonged only by an Act of the Imperial 
Parliament ; this was done in 1916, but was unpopular, and the 
idea was rejected in 1917 ; today, it is unthinkable, For it 
to have sat through a session of recriminations on matters 
of detail would have been waste of time; an early dissolution 
will simplify the voting of the Division overseas and allow 
that of the Division in preparation to be carried out in Canada. 
Ministers will not be plunged into the extreme toil of a 
Canadian election at the moment when the war in Europe may well 
take on activity and movement. It cannot be said for a moment 
that any unfair advantage is being taken. Mr. King is simply 
availing himself of the earliest possible moment to secure 
the authority of the electorate for the concentration of 
Canadian energy on winning the war. He could not have dis­
solved sooner, for time was necessary to conclude the air 
training scheme and to organize the military forces.”

Mr. Berriedale Keith concludes with the following words

11 The episode should be treated in its true light, the most 
striking vindication of / democratic government in the 
British Commonwealth.”

That, ladies and gentlemen, will, I believe, be the verdict of history upon the 
most important decision I have had to make in the course of my public life. 
It is a decision the necessity for, and the wisdom of which I have never for 
a moment been in doubt. It is a decision vihich all who believe in free re­
presentative institutions and in responsible and democratic government may 
well be proud, It is a decision to which I believe the widest and most 
definite approval will be given by the people of Canada on the 26th of this 
month.
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PERFECT HARMONY

The text of Premier King's j 
address at last night’s Liberal rally 1 
in Massey Hall follows:

In the course of my public life 
it has been my privilege to be pre­
sent at and to address a very large 
number of political meetings, but 
I doubt if in the course of my whole 
experience there has been a single 
occasion which will remain in my ! 
memory to the extent to which the 
gathering this evening is certain to ; 
remain. What I am saying of myself ! 
I think probably is equally true 
of every one who is present in this 
hall tonight. This meeting this eve­
ning is one of the historic political t 

^meetings in our country. It will 
■be remembered by all of you who 
are here as long as you live, and 
I am sure that many of you will 
tell your children, and they will 
tell their children of what you have 
witnessed here this evening.

To me personally I cannot but 
feel that while public life has many 
hard places it has also its great 
rewards. I am one who believes 
very strongly in the doctrine of 
compensation, and as has been told 
you here this evening already, when 
blows come thick and fast, you can 
be pretty sure they come from an 
enemy, and that there is a reason 
for it; that he feels there is some 
strength in the adversary or the 
blows would be going in some other 
direction.

Oldest, Closest Friends 
But this evening, ladies and 

gentlemen, if you will allow me 
4.0 say just a personal word in ad­
vance of speaking on political issues,
1 have reason for a very special 
pride, and it is this, that without 
any prior arrangement, as far as 
I am aware, but by the mere co­
incidence of events, there happens 
to be on this platform with me to­
night a group of gentlemen who are 
among the oldest and closest friends, 
personal and political, that I have 
had in the whole of my life.

In the person of the presiding : 
officer this evening. Senator Hardy,
I have one who entered university j 
with me, as he has told you this

GREATEST UNDERTAKING
“We have been told by the 

British government itself that 
the great air training scheme 
is the greatest thing the empire 
has undertaken. Lord River- 
dale said that what had been 
accomplished at Ottawa was 
the greatest thing that had 
been done by the British 
commonwealth since the war 
started.”—Premier King.

—___________________ - - __________

evening, in 1890. fifty years ago. 
We went as young men. as under­
graduates to the classes at the uni­
versity. and from that time to this 
we have been intimately associated 
with each other in the different re­
lationships with which we have j 
been brought into association. To 
have him here at my side after these I 
50 years, speaking to you in confi­
dence of the close friendship which 
we have enjoyed, and some of the 
remarks that have taken place, so 
to, speak, behind the scenes, is a 
tribute that I cannot be too grate­
ful for.

You have just listened to the 
SA'and old man of this province, 
the Rt. Hon. Sir William Mulock.
I think I can say that no man or 
woman who is present here this 
evening can other than rejoice that 
it has been a great privilege to 
see on a political platform in our 
country a gentleman who has had 
as great a career as any man in the 
public life of Canada, and who 
appears before you to speak to you 
and to address you at the great age 
of 96 years.

Sir William Opened Door
My association with Sir William 

has been even more intimate than 
with Senator Hardy, and I doubt 
—and 1 think I am right perhaps. 
Sir William—if two men in Canada 
have ever had a closer combined 
personal and political friendship 
than you and I have enjoyed for 
half a century.

I clo not forget, and I think of 
it particularly this evening, that it 
was Sir William Mulock who sent 
a cable to me when I was travel­
ling in Europe informing me that 
the government of Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier had decided to establish 
a department of labor, and that 
he was to take charge of that de­
partment. and the organization of 
it, and inviting me to come to 
Canada to undertake the work of 
his deputy in the organization of the 
new department about to be estab­
lished.

It was through Sir William 
Mulock that in this way the door 
opened for me to come into the 
political life of the country, to come 
into it first through the public 
service of the country, f. wish to­
night to say something that perhaps 
is very unusual, and that is at the 1 
end of 40 years to thank Sir Wil- j 
liam anew in the presence of my j 
fallow citizens for the privilege 
which he gave me on that occasion.

Then, I have beside me tonight 
on this platform one who has been 
exceedingly close to me in all this 
political life in which I have ac­
tively participated. There has been 
nb one in this country who was 
ever a more loyal, truer, more faith­
ful associate than my friend, Ernest 
Lapointe.

Oldest Member of House
It makes me particularly happy 

and proud, ladies and gentlemen, 
to, think that Mr. Lapointe, who is 
very busy at this time, and speak­
ing in all parts of the country, 
should have found it possible to 
come here this evening and to speak 
in this city at the meeting at which j 
I also have the privilege of being 
present. He has been good enough : 
to say many things about me, and 
I would like to say many things 
about him, but all I can say is that1

ALL MUST GO TOGETHER
“There can be no such thing 

as neutrality in any sense of 
the word. We are either for or 
against the forces of evil. 
Canada itself cannot win this 
war. Britain herself cannot. All 
working together can.”— 
Premier King.

if half of what he has told you is 
true in regard to myself I could 
repeat it 100 per cent, in regard to 
him.

We have worked in the closest 
association with respect to all ques­
tions that have come up. He has 
been in parliament for 36 years, 
and there is another thing for you 
io remember, that you have the 
honor this evening not only of look­
ing upon the oldest privy councillor 
in the Dominion of Canada sitting, 
on this platform, but also the oldest j 
member of the house of commons I 
of Canada.

Now, do these associations not 
mean something? These men are not 
at my side because I have ever 
betrayed the Liberal party or be­
trayed any principle of the party. 
They are at my side tonight because 
during the time I have been the 
leader of this parly I have been 
faithful to the party and faithful 
to its principles.

There is also here this evening a 
gentleman who has been a very 
close friend and associate of mine. 
We were associated together first 
in the work of the prime minister’s 
office. We have since been associat­
ed together in the cabinet. I imagine 
that association we had in the office j 
of the prime minister, where Mr. i 
Rogers saw everything from the in-1 
side, was about as intimate an asso- ; 
dation as one man could come to 
have with another.

Another Evidence of Trust
The fact that he was prepared 

himself to come into public life and j 
take on the turmoil and the strife of ' 
public life, and to accept the great 
responsibility which he today has 
accepted in the present government, 
that in itself again is another evi­
dence of confidence and friendship 
of which I cannot be too proud.

Mr. Lapointe has told you tonight 
of something else, and that is this:
I have worked with my colleagues 
steadily over the years that I have 
been in office, and I do not think 
in all that time, 12 or 13 years al­
together that I have been in the 
office of prime minister, that during 
the time that these gentlemen were 
associated with me in the cabinet 
that I had a single personal differ­
ence with any colleague. We have 
had differences about our views as 
to how far we should go in one dir­
ection or another or as to whether 
this course was advisable or not, 
but there has never been a personal 
difference, nor has there been a loss 
of friendship of any kind at any 
time in which we were in the cab­
inet together.

I come now to this present cab­
inet. As to the present cabinet, as 
you have been told, there is not a 
single member of it has left my 
side in this campaign. Not a single 
member has left my side since the 
cabinet was formed nearly five 
years ago except Mr. Rinfret. who 
was taken from us altogether, and 
two of my colleagues. Mr. Dunning 
and Senator Elliott, who were oblig­
ed on account of failure of health 
for the time being to give up the 
offices they held.
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Every One Loyal and True
These things are significant at the 

time when we are speaking of unity, j 
and speaking of the direction of i 
affairs, in which it is essential to 
have men working and co-operat­
ing together.

That goes very far, but may I say. 
one thing further. There are, on this 
platform tonight, a great body of ! 
gentlemen who are presenting | 
themselves as Liberal candidates, 
and amongst them, some who were 
members of the last parliament. In 
the last parliament, there came back 
into power, a government \Vith the 
largest following of any political 
party in the history of our Domin­
ion—the largest following. And, 
ladies and gentlemen, may I stress 
this point, that in the five sessions 
we have held in the last four years, 
running into the fifth year, not­
withstanding that our following was 
the largest in the history of Canada, 
we never lost one man from our 
side during the whole five years. 
(Applause). Not one. Every one of 
them remained lpyal and true to 
their leader.

And may I point out another 
thing; there is not one single man, 
amongst that large number, who is

' YOU FACE CLASS WAR” 
“Dr. Manion says: ‘Let us 

have a National Government* 
. . . Everybody who has a 
grievance will make up the 
opposition. What is going to 
happen? I venture to say that 
if you had that sort of set-up 
in the House of Commons, you 
would have a class war, inside 
of two years, in addition to a 
national war.”—Premier King.

opposing me in this general election 
—not one, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. (Applause).

Most of them have been re-nom- 
inated as Liberal candidates in the 
various constituencies throughout 
Canada. There they stand; a great 
army. We have been as one, from 
the very beginning to this hour. 
Now, I ask you, is there not some­
thing to this association that is of 
value to this country at this time 
of its greatest need?

“Why We Ask Support”
I put that question before the 

people of Canada tonight. Is there 
not something, after all, in the in­
timacy of that association, in that 
complete unity of men from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, with regard 
to men who have been in such close 
association with each other, which 
is of the greatest possible value to 
this nation at this critical time in 
the history of the world? (Ap­
plause).

It is for that reason that we are 
asking the people to give us their 
support, to enable us to go on with
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the arduous and heavy task which 
has come to us.

The war was none of our making, 
but when it came its obligations fell 
heaviest of all upon our shoulders. 
We had to make the decision for 
this country. We accepted it in full 
measure, and I think we have dis­
charged our obligations in full meas­
ure also. We are now before the 
people to ask them whether or not 
they feel that we are to be trusted 
to carry on the war effort of Can­
ada, in the light of what we have 
done in the matter of bringing this 
country into the war as one, and in 
putting forth the vigorous war 
effort on behalf of this war which 
we have since we came into office.

Now, the question is a very simple 
one, as to what the public has to 
decide. Sir William Mulock has put 
it to you out of his great wealth 
of experience as a public man and 
a jurist.

The Question To Decide
It is a question of what is best for 

Canada in the carrying on of its war 
efforts, to have an administration, 
every man of whom you all know, 
every man of whom has been in 
public office for a long time, to 
have an administration with a re­
cord already before you, to con­
tinue to carry on at this time, or 
to sweep out that government and 
put in an administration, about 
which you do not know the first 
thing—in fact, about which you 
know nothing whatever. That is the 
question.

Ladies and gentlemen, there has 
never been such an extraordinary 
situation in the history of our 
country as presents itself at this 
time. You are being asked to vote 
for a national government in Can­

NO OTHER WAY OUT
“Parties are a necessary in­

strument for carrying on a 
government under a democ­
racy. There is no other
way of doing it.-----Premier
King.

ada. Was there ever a greater mis­
nomer? Can you tell me anywhere 
else in any country in the world, 
where men and women have been 
asked to vote for national govern­
ment candidates, where the govern­
ment itself was not in existence? 
(Laughter, applause).

Candidates who are supporting 
the Liberal party today are asking 
the people to support a government 
which is known, whose policies are 
known, whose principles are known, 
whose record is known.

You are being asked by Dr. 
Manion to support a government— 
he calls it a “National Government” j 
—which is a government which is 
non-existent, that does not exist, 
that is not even a shadow govern­
ment, because it has never existed 
enough to throw a shadow (laugh­
ter) across Canada.

Purely a Phantom
It is purely a phantom govern­

ment. As Sir William (Mulock) says, 
it is a government which exists in 
the mind—an imaginary govern­
ment, (applause). That is what you 
are being asked to vote for—in time 
of war. In the worst situation which 
this world has ever been faced with, 

iyou are being asked to put out a 
government that has shown its cap­
abilities and ability to direct the 
country’s affairs in time of war, and 

• put in its place this imaginary ad­
ministration.

I submit that if this situation were 
not so critical, that it would be ab­
solutely funny; it is perfectly ludi­
crous, because, as I say, there has 
never been in the history of this 
world a situation where the people 
were asked to vote for a govern­
ment which does not exist. They 
have been asked to vote for a party 
which is prepared to do this or that, 
under a certain set of circumstances, 
but that is a very different thing. 
That is not what is going on today. 
You are being asked to vote for a 
government which exists only in 
the imagination of its candidates.

Dr. Manion, speaking In Kingston 
last night, said an extraordinary 
thing. He said he was trying to 
follow the èxamples of Sir John A. 
Macdonald, and Sir Robert Borden; 
that they had formed a coalition or 
a National Government, and he was
doing the same thing, in a time of 
great emergency.

Does He Know History
He went further, and he said he 

was doing this, because he wanted 
to put country before party. I want 
you to keep these thoughts in mind. 
Dr. Manion said he has found, it nec­
essary to create this National Gov­
ernment, so-called—an imaginary 
government — in order to put 
country before party. In other 
words, wherever there has been a 

; political party before, which has 
sought to administer the affairs of 

, the country, its object was not to 
j serve the country, but to serve the 
j party.

Let us take Sir John Macdonald's 
record on that. Let us take it since 
confederation. Was Sir John A. 
Macdonald ever the head of or tak­
ing part in a coalition government 
since confederatiofi? I wonder if < 
Dr. Manion knows his history. Sir 
John A. Macdonald was never a 
member of any coalition government 
since confederation. What happened 
sometime prior to confederation 
was this: these two old provinces of 
Ontario and Quebec joined together 
from 1840 on, in one government, 
known as the “Union Government”, 
which sat one year at Kingston and 
another year at Montreal.

It had a large following from On­
tario, and a large following from 
Quebec-members in the House. 
Those from Ontario were largely 
English-speaking and Protestant; 
those from Quebec were largely 
French-speaking and Roman Catho­
lic.

It was found, In the course of the 
proceedings In that parliament, that 
the parties were so evenly balanced 
one way or another, apd were so 
much opposed to each other, that 
it was found almost impossible to 
carry on the government at all.

- . , . . , L > f / ^ (.
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Every One Loyal and True
These things are significant at the 

lime when we are speaking of unity, 
and speaking of the direction of 
affairs, in which it is essential to 
have men working and co-operat­
ing together.

That goes very far, but may I say 
one thing further. There are. on this j 
platform tonight, a great body of 
gentlemen who are presenting 
themselves as Liberal candidates, 
and amongst them, some who were 
members of the last parliament. In 
the last parliament, there came back 
into power, a government with the 
largest following of any political 
party in the history of our Domin­
ion—the largest following. And. 
ladies and gentlemen, may I stress 
this point, that in the five sessions 
we have held in the last four years, 
running into the fifth year, not­
withstanding that our following was 
the largest in the history of Canada, 
we never lost one man from our 
side during the whole five years.
• Applause). Not one. Every one of j 
them remained loyal and true to! 
their leader.

And may I point out another 
thing; there is not one single man, 
amongst that large number, who is

“YOU FACE CLASS WAR”
“Dr. Manion says: ‘Let us 

have a National Government’ 
. . . Everybody who has a 
grievance will make up the 
opposition. What is going to 
happen? I venture to say that 
if you had that sort of set-up 
in the House of Commons, you 
would have a class war, inside 
of two years, in addition to a 
national war.”—Premier King.

opposing me in this general election 
—not one, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. (Applause).

Most of them have been re-nom­
inated as Liberal candidates in the 
various constituencies throughout 
Canada. There they stand; a great 
army. We have been as one, from 
the very beginning to this hour. 
Now, I ask you, is there not some­
thing to this association that is of 
value to this country at this time 
of its greatest need?

“Why We Ask Support”
I put that question before the 

people of Canada tonight. Is there 
not something, after all, in the in­
timacy of that association, in that 
complete unity of men from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, with regard 
to men who have been in such close 
association with each other, which 
is of the greatest possible value to 
this nation at this critical time in 
the history of the world? (Ap­
plause).

It is for that reason that we are 
asking the people to give us their 
support, to enable us to go on with

the arduous and heavy task which 
has come to us.

The war was none of our making, 
but when it came its obligations fell 
heaviest of all upon our shoulders. 
We had to make the decision for 
this country. We accepted it in full 
measure, and I think we have dis­
charged our obligations in full meas­
ure also. We are now before the 
people to ask them whether or not 
they feel that we are to be trusted 
to carry on the war effort of Can­
ada, in the light of what we have 
done in the matter of bringing this 
country into the war as one, and in 
putting forth the vigorous war 
effort on behalf of this war which 
we have since we came into office.

Now, the question is a very simple 
one. as to what the public has to 
decide. Sir William Mulock has put 
it to you out of his great wealth 
of experience as a public man and 
a jurist.

The Question To Decide
It is a question of what is best for 

Canada in the carrying on of its war 
efforts, to have an administration, 
every man of whom you all know, 
every man of whom has been in 
public office for a long time, to 
have an administration with a re­
cord already before you. to con­
tinue to carry on at this time, or 
to sweep out that government and 
put in an administration, about 
which you do not know the first 
thing—in fact, about which you 
know nothing whatever. That is the 
question.

Ladies and gentlemen, there has 
never been such an extraordinary 
situation in the history of our 
country as presents itself at this 
time. You are being asked to vote 
for a national government in Can­

NO OTHER WAY OUT
“Parties are a necessary in-

strument for carrying on a
government under a democ-
racy. There is no other
way of doing 
King.

it.----- Premier

ada. Was there ever a greater mis­
nomer? Can you tell me anywhere 
else in any country in the world, 
where men and women have been 
asked to vote for national govern­
ment candidates, where the govern­
ment itself was not in existence? 
(Laughter, applause).

Candidates who arc supporting 
the Liberal party today are asking 
the people to support a government 
which is known, whose policies arc 
known, whose principles are known, 
whose record is known.

You are being asked by Dr. 
Manion to support a government— 
he calls it a “National Government” 
—which is a government which is 
non-existent, that does not exist, 
that is not even a shadow govern­
ment. because it has never existed 
enough to throw a shadow (laugh­
ter) across Canada.

/

Purely a Phantom
It is purely a phantom govern­

ment. As Sir William (Mulock) says, 
it is a government which exists in 
the mind—an imaginary govern­
ment. (applause). That is what you 
are being asked to vote for—in time 
of war. In the worst situation which 
this world has ever been faced with, 
you are being asked to put out a 
government that has shown its cap­
abilities and ability to direct the 
country’s affairs in time of war, and 
put in its place this imaginary ad­
ministration.

I submit that if this situation were 
not so critical, that it would be ab­
solutely funny; it is perfectly ludi­
crous, because, as I say, there has 
never been in the history of this 
world a situation where the people 
were asked to vote for a govern­
ment which does not exist. They 
have been asked to vote for a party 
which is prepared to do this or that, 
under a certain set of circumstances, 
but that is a very different thing. 
That is not what is going on today. 
You are being asked to vote for a 
government which exists only in 
the imagination of its candidates.

Dr. Manion, speaking in Kingston 
last night, said an extraordinary 
thing. He said he was trying to 
follow the examples of Sir John A. 
Macdonald, and Sir Robert Borden; 
that they had formed a coalition or 
a National Government, and he was

doing the same thing, in a time of 
great emergency.

Does He Know History
He went further, and he said he 

was doing this, because he wanted 
to put country before party. I want 
you to keep these thoughts in mind. 
Dr. Manion said he has found it nec­
essary to create this National Gov­
ernment. so-called—an imaginary 
government — in order to put 
country before party. In other 
words, wherever there has been a 
political party before, which has 
sought to administer the affairs of 
the country, its object was not to 
serve the country, but to serve the 
party.

Let us take Sir John Macdonald's 
record on that. Let us take it since 
confederation. Was Sir John A. 
Macdonald ever the head of or tak­
ing part in a coalition government 
since confedcratioh? I wonder if 
Dr. Manion knows his history. Sir 
John A. Macdonald was never a 
member of any coalition government 
since confederation. What happened 
sometime prior to confederation 
was this: these two old provinces of 
Ontario and Quebec joined together 
from 1840 on, in one government, 
known as the “Union Government”, 
which sat one year at Kingston and 
another year at Montreal.

It had a large following from On­
tario, and a large following from 
Quebcc-mcmbers in the House. 
Those from Ontario were largely 
English-speaking and Protestant; 
those from Quebec were largely 
French-speaking and Roman Catho­
lic.

It was found, in the course of the 
proceedings in that parliament, that 
the parties were so evenly balanced 
one way or another, and were so 
much opposed to each other, that 
it was found almost impossible to 
carry on the government at all.

REPEAT 
REPETITION!
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How Confederation Came
In those circumstances, an effort 

was made through the then Gov­
ernor Monk, and others associated 
with him, to try to get the mem­
bers of these two provinces to join 
together to make government itself 
possible, not to put it through on 
any certain principles, and George 
Brown, of this city, said he was 
prepared to give up any feelings he 
had against Sir John A. Macdonald, 
and to join with him in helping to 
carry on government.

When the government was form­
ed, there were discussions on dif­
ferent questions. There was held a 
conference in the Maritime prov­
inces of men who wanted to unite 
the maritime provinces as one, and 
they thought it was better to unite 
all the provinces into a Dominion, 
and another conference was held in 
Quebec for the purpose of drafting 
legislation, out of which came the 
British North America Act, and con­
federation. These men joined to­
gether to make government pos­

sible, and to help pave the way for.

“PERFECTLY LUDICROUS"
“If this situation were not so 

critical, it (Dr. Manion’s 
National Government proposal) 
would be absolutely funny. 
There never has been a situa­
tion where the people were 
asked to vote for a govern­
ment that did not exist."— 
Premier King.

bringing into being the confedera­
tion of all the provinces.

But. notice this. They were not 
imaginary men; they were not un­
known men; they were not men 
who had no following: they were 
not men who were designated "N. 
G’s.”; they were Conservatives and 
Liberals; they were outstanding 
men in parliament, who were 
known, and who joined together to 
help to do the particular work at 
that particular time.

We have no such situation today 
in Canada, and. frankly, one of the 
reasons we have not, is because we 
have our friend. Mr. Lapointe, sit­
ting on this platform tonight (ap­
plause).

Emphasis on Unity
You have your associates from 

this province, joining with his asso­
ciates from the province of Quebec, 
not with a view of putting emphasis 
on the differences which lie be­
tween them, but to put emphasis on 
the unity we have, as Canadians, 
working together in common (ap­
plause).

We do not need to form any 
''N.G.” government' in order to 
bring about unity in Canada. We 
have it now, and what we are try­
ing to do is to preserve it, and save 
it from being destroyed in some 
other way.

Now, coming down to his next 
example. Sir John A. Macdonald 
was head of the Conservative party 
in Canada from confederation—from 
1867—with the exception of an in­
termission, during the time of 
Alexander MacKenzie—until the 
early 90’s. What was he leading? 
He was leading the Conservative 
party.

Now read Dr. Manion’s words at 
Kingston, the seat Sir John (Mac­
donald) represented, and ask your­
selves how it applies to Sir John. 
He was leading a party, and it is 
Dr. Manion's logic that if you lead 
a party, therefore, you are against 
your country. What does Dr. Man ion 
say he has done with the country,
I would not have believed this, if 
I had not read it with my own 
eyes. Here is the statement from 
the Monetary Times, and I think 
the same will be found in McLean’s 
Magazine.

Here is a picture of Dr. Man ion, 
and underneath it, these words: 
“I submerged the Conservative1
, party in the interest of Canada's 
I future”—‘T submerged the party in 
I the interest of Canada's future."

“I'd Rescue The Party"
Just imagine: (laughter): Imagine 

; a political leader, chosen by a large 
! following, who designated them­
selves “Conservatives", saying that 
in order to serve his country he had 
to submerge the party, (laughter).

I do not know how far the Con­
servatives are going to follow him 
in this campaign, but I can tell you 
if I belonged to any party and my 
leader thought it well to submerge 
it I would not be on his platform 
supporting him. I would be out try­
ing to rescue his party.

Take Sir Robert Borden. He says 
i Sir Robert Borden formed a union 
I government, and therefore this 
! ought to be done here. Well, I say 
nothing about the record of the gov­

ernment, but I would point out that 
it was not formed until after three 
years of war, and it was formed as 
any coalition is formed, or any 
union government is formed, for a 
specific purpose.

The government of Sir Robert 
Borden was formed to put through 
the policy of conscription, and it 
was formed out of men on both 
sides of Parliament for that reason, 
men who differed in their political 
views but who felt conscientiously 
that conscription was the thing that 
was necessary at this time. What 
I want to point out is this: Sir 
Robert Borden led his party in those 
years.

Was he only for the party and not 
for the state when he was leading

THANKS SIR WILLIAM
“It was through Sir William 

Mulock that the door opened 
for me to come into the 
political life of the country. I 
wish tonight at the end of 40 
years to thank Sir William in 
the presence of my fellow 
citizens for the privilege.”— 
Premier King.

his government at that time? Was 
Mr. Bennett, the late Conservative 
leader, only for the party and not 
for the country when he was lead­
ing his government? Was the Rt. 
Hon. Arthur Meighen leading his 
party only for the sake of the party 
and not for the sake of the country?

It is a condemnation of every 
man who has ever been the head of 
of a political party when one says 
that the party has to be submerg­
ed in order that the country’s in­
terest may be served. Parties are 
necessary. They are a necessary in­
strument for carrying on govern­
ment under a democracy. There is 
no other way of doing it.

' If you try any other way, as Mr.

Lapointe has said tonight, you get 
into the position where you have a 
totalitarian state, and you have one 
party only, and anyone who differs 
with the party is put out of business 
altogether. It is that kind of thing 
we want to get away from in this 
country, or rather we do not want 
it to come near us if we can pos­
sibly keep it away. What I want to 
emphasize this evening is this, be­
cause I feel that the national gov­
ernment question is an important 
one in this campaign, that it has a 
subtle appeal to a number of people 
who seem to think that we all ought 
to be for the state, and that if we 
support a particular party there­
fore we are not supporting the state. 
That is the doctrine that Dr. Man ion 
has put out. Nothing could be fur­
ther from the truth than that, be­
cause parties arc necessary, as I say, 
in order to make possible the carry­
ing on of government in a dem­
ocracy.

Not In True Sense
But what is necessary with a na­

tional government in the sense in 
which Dr. Manion has used it? He 
is not using the word in the true 
sense at all. National government 
in the true sense is, as Mr. La­
pointe has described it, a govern­
ment that represents all parts of 
the country and represents it in a 
very certain and definite way, and 
is carrying on the national business 
of the country. That is a national 
government, and that is what this 
present government is. It is a na­
tional government in the true sense 
of the word.

It isn’t a government composed of 
men of conflicting ideas. It is a gov­
ernment composed of men who have 
views in common with relation to 
the management of affairs in our 
country, but what I want to stress, I 
if I may, is this, that any govern­
ment that appeals to the people, or 
any party that appeals to the people, 
ought to make known its policies, 
ought to have backing for its poli­
cies on the part of those who have 
to do with the making of the poli­
cies of a political party.

Now, I am going to try to put 
the case to you In a manner in 
which I think you will be able to 
carry it away quite easily in your 
minds, and I ask you to -consider 
how Dr. Manion came into the 
leadership of his own party, and 
what a party stands for in that way.

“I Submerge It All"
The Conservative party in 1933 

had a convention. They thought it 
desirable to select a leader, a new 
leader. That convention was rep­
resentative of all parts of Canada. 
Conservatives came from every 
part. They came from the different 
constituencies. They knew what 
their following in those constituen­
cies wanted. They drew up a series 
of resolution at the convention.,



V PRESS CLIPPINGS Office of
The Prime Minister

Name of Publication

Date

Subject

Those resolutions were brought J>e- 
forc the convention.

After a good deal of discussion 
some of them were dropped and 
others were accepted, and they be­
came the platform and* policy of the 
Conservative party from then on, 
and Dr. Manion was chosen as the 
leader of that party to put its prin­
ciples and policies into force when­
ever the opportunity might be given 
him for that purpose. Now, what 
has he done. He has said ‘‘so far as 
that is concerned I am going to 
submerge all that. I am going to 
begin and build up the party my­
self.” So he starts to work without 
any convention, without any group 
of men belonging to the party he 
has now created giving him auth­
ority so to do, and he makes him­
self the leader of that party, and he 
lays down its policy, not a soul 
back of him anywhere, and then he 
gets candidates and appeals to the 
country on that basis.

Now, I notice Dr. Manion said 
last night at Kingston: ‘‘But I did 
have the backing of the members 
of parliament; we all met in caucus, 
and we all agreed we should go to 
the country as a national govern­
ment.”

It’s Absolutely Untrue
I say that is absolutely untrue, 

and I wiir tell you why it is un­
true in a way that I think even, 
Dr. Manion himself will have to 
accept.

He said, “We all met in caucus 
and decided we would become the 
national government party.”

There was no parliament when 
their caucus met; not one of them 
was a member of parliament, not 
one. A group of ex-M.P.'s, a group 
of men who had been members of 
parliament, but a parliament that 
had gone out of existence, what 
right had they to say what the 
people of the different constituen­
cies they t represented wanted?

It shows you, ladies and gentle- 
! men, how far we are drifting from 
a real understanding of democratic 
principles. Men have forgotten that 
the real source and authority of 
that power in government is the 
people in the country, that you are 
the government. Then the constitu­
tion of our country says the people

WAR WON’T BE SHORT ONE
“Before this war is over you 

may find not only Finland but 
some other countries very near 
to Finland in this war. You 
may find the southern parts of 
Europe also in danger. It is not 
going to be a short war. What 
you are being called on now to 
decide is what body of men can 
best carry forward the war 
effort.”—Premier King.

have the right to narçte who their 
representatives shall be.

The constitution has also taken 
good care to provide that these rep­
resentatives shall not get everything 
in their own way for all time, but 
once at least in every five years 
the people will have a chance to 
choose a new set of representatives 
and say anew who their represeent- 
atives in parliament will be. So, 
following up the constitutional prac­
tice. after we had five yaars of 
parliament, I advised the governor- 
general to dissolve this present par­
liament and give the people a 
chance to elect their own repre­
sentatives for a war parliament.

“Did Party Consent?”
What I want to draw attention) 

to is this, that the caucus that Dr. 
Manion talks about was a caucus 
that was held after parliament had 
ceased to exist, and of men who 
were not members of parliament 
at all. But supposing they were, had 
any of them had a chance to con* 
suit their constituents? Had any 
of them got any consent on the part 
of the Conservative party in the 
different constituencies of Canada 
to change its name from Conserva­
tive into National Government or 
“N.G.” government?

Dr. Manion went a step further, 
He said: “It has also been approved 
by the leaders in the different prov­
inces.” What leaders? Who were 
they? Let Dr. Manion give us their 
names so the people will under­
stand who it is that is taking the 
authority of speaking in the name 
of the Conservative party in the 
different provinces without even 
consulting the people of those prov­
inces. Where have the leaders of 
these different provinces had a 
chance to confer with the electorate 
in the provinces in relation to the 
program that Dr. Manion has put 
forward or in relation to the title 
he has given to the party which he 
is leading? No, ladies and gentle­
men, the more you look into this 
thing the more you find that not 
only in this present campaign arc 
the great questions that lie in rela­
tion to peace and war at stake but 
also the very fundamentals of 
democratic government in our 
country. Do not let that be trifled 
with at a time when we arc trying , 
to do the best we can to preserve : 
freedom in other parts.

Parallel to Stevens
If you want an exact parallel for j 

what Dr. Manion has done, I will ! 
give it to you. and I do not think 
it. can be refuted.

Dr. Manion has done exactly what 
Harry Stevens, who was his left 
bower for five years, did. Harry 
Stevens first of all forsook his own 
party, which is what Dr. Manion has 
done. He left the Conservative 
party, although he is still a Con­
servative. He was back on the Con­
servative seats afterwards, but he 
left the party, and what did he do 
to form another party under an­
other name? He went to work and 
gave it a name, and the name was 
the Reconstruction party, which was 
going to be so appealing. Every-

REWARD OF LOYALTY
“The oldest privy councillor 

in the Dominion and the oldest 
member of the House of Com­
mons are not at my side be­
cause I have ever betrayed the 
Liberal party of any principle 
of the party. They are at my 
side because during the time I 
have been leader I have been 
faithful to the party.”

> —Premier King.

body was looking for reconstruction 
at that time, and that would be a 
catch-word all over the country.

Having given the party a name, 
the next thing he did was to try 
to give it a policy. So what did 
Stevens do? He started in with 
scissors and paste, clipping from 
different platforms here and there, 
th things he thought would appeal 
to the different people in different 
parts of Canada, and he drafted it 
all in the form of a platform and 
published it as the Reconstruction 
platform. . , , _

Then what was the third step? 
To get a leader. Stevens was all 
alone. He had worked out the plat­
form, and having done so, the next 
thing he thought wise to do was 
to become the leader, and so he 
became the leader of the Recon­
struction party.

Getting the Candidates
Having become the leader, and 

having his platform, the next thing 
was to get candidates, and so he 
went here arid there and got can­
didates nominated as Reconstruction 
candidates. When the election came 
on, the candidates were put into the 
field in different parts of the coun­
try. The new leader went out, but 
upon looking at his platform the 
more he went on with his campaign, 
he found there were not enough 
promises in it. There were some 
things he had forgotten in this 
locality, and others he had forgot­
ten in that locality, so he began to 
supplement the platform by all 
kinds of promises.

In Alberta he promised monetary 
reform. In Saskatchewan he made 
promises in regard to the price of 
wheal. Down here, he had a word 
for the manufacturers and others 
whom he thought might be pleased. 
In Quebec he had a nice word for 
our French friends, looking after 
the rights of minorities.

Then came the election, and what 
happened? I ask you to keep this 
in mind when thinking of the next 
government. He had all his candi­
dates in the field. All had their 
policies. All had been talking, but | 
when the election was over, there i 
was only one person returned from j 
the Reconstruction party, and that I

lone was Harry Stevens himself. 
(Laughter, applause).

It All Disappears 
Now. there is a great moral in 

that. Dr. Manion is making all kinds 
of promises of what he will do, and 
what this National Government will 
do, but all it can do will depend 
upon whether he Is returned, and 
whether his following is returned, 
and how many of them there will 
be. and what their policies will be 
when they all get together.

Supposing something happens to, 
Dr. Man ion’s government like hap-1 
pened to Mr. Stevens’ Reconstruc­
tion parly, and only Dr. Manion 
comes back again. How will those 
people feel who have voted for 
National Government if it all dis­
appears except the leader?

But there is something even move 
serious than that. At that time Mr. 
Stevens was lucky in getting back, 
but a good many of his followers 
were very unlucky. This thing may 
turn a little bit the other way. Some 
of the "N.G’s." may get in; they 
may be elected here and there, but 
who can guarantee that Dr. Manion 
himself will be elected, and if Dr. 
Manion is not elected, who will take 
up the platform of the National 
Government party and see that it is 
put into force?
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Now, slop and think of that, ladies 

and gentlemen, with regard to the 
present situation with which we are 
faced. On the 27th of March—the 
day after the election—this country 
will be anxiously looking to see 

'how this war effort will be carried 
on, and I ask you, if Dr. Manion is 
defeated in Fort William—and he 
may well be'—who will carry on the 
National Government of Canada?

Even Toronto To Be Amazed
Dr. Manion’s reply to me. of 

course, will be, “Oh. well, Mr. King 
may meet with the same fate: he 
may be defeated." I admit it is 
possible, but I do not think it is i 
probable, ladies and gentlemen. I, 
think that even Toronto will be ; 
amazed when they sec the majority 
by which the present leader of the 
government will be returned from 
Prince Albert (applause).

But, supposing I am defeated? I 
have at my side 15 men, who have 
been there throughout parliament— 
this last parliament. Every one of 
them is a man tried in the affairs 
of government. There is not one 
who is not capable of being the 
leader of a political party, and 
carrying on the business of gov­
ernment (prolonged applause).

The work of government, the war 
effort of the government of Canada 
would go on the next morning, just 
the same as it was going on the day 
before. These gentlemen would see j 
to it that the government's affairs j 
would be duly managed. Those af­
fairs would be in safe hands. (Ap-1 
plause).

There is the difference, ladies and 
gentlemen. There is a situation 
which I think the people of Canada 
should and will have to consider 
very carefully between now and 
the time for voting.

Now, I want to come to just one 
other matter, and carry on a little 
further this question of “Party and 
the Country’', because it is on that 
score that Dr. Manion is appealing. 
He says he is putting country before 
party; he says. also, that “Mr. King 
is putting party before country." 
He says “All Mr. King cares about 
is party."

“Did We Put Party First?"
I want to ask my fellow country- j 

men now if during the years imme- ! 
diatcly preceding this outbreak of 
war, when those of us who were in 
the administration saw the danger 
there in Europe, and felt that a sit­
uation might arise in the next year 
or two which might be very critical, 
and we tried to get parliament to 
realize how critical it was, and we 
tried to get provision made for the 
defence of our own country to begin 
with—I ask you, ladies and gentle­
men. were we putting party before 
country, when we went into the 
House of Commons, and asked our 
own following to increase the es­
timates for defence, and make a 
larger outlay for the naval service, 
make a larger outlay for the militia, 
and make a larger outlay for the 
air force, when we knew in taking 
that stand, we were running counter 
to the feeling of a very large num­
ber of men in our own party?

In our own party in the House 
of Commons we could not keep all 
our own members supporting us on 
these defence expenditures, and I 
ask you when we asked* for these 
additional expenditures, as a poli-1

tical party to its followers, and did 
our utmost to get them through, and 

. succeeded in getting them through, 
were we putting party before 
country at that time?

What help did we get from Dr. 
Manion, in supporting us when we 
needed help to get these extra out­
lays? He has said we all knew there 
was going to be a war, and why was 
not this government ready?

Manion Did Nothing 
If he knew there was going to be 

a war, why did not he and some 
of his men get up in the House of 
Commons and support us? (ap­
plause). We were being opposed by 
some of the other groups in the 
House, the C.C.F., and others, to 
make it difficult for us in parlia­
ment and in the constituencies. 
When we needed help, Dr. Manion 
sat perfectly quiet and did nothing.

I ask you, was the Conservative 
parly, when in office, in cutting 
down the air force, as it did, after 
the’ presçnt government had gone 
out of office, and they were cutting 
down and cutting down and cut­
ting down—was that putting country 
before party, when they considered 
the trend which they thought 
would be the popular thing to do 
at that particular time?

Wc opposed that. Let me tell you, 
ladies and gentlemen, that no one 
was more strongly opposed to the 
cutting down of the air force than 
Colonel Ralston (applause). I spoke 
with him on that, and, in fact, our 
whole party did. Wc objected stren­
uously to its being cut down. We 
said it was a thing that should be 
built up, but it was being cut down.

We did not get very much help, 
upon again coming into power, in 
trying to build it up again.

Standing By Britain 
Now, to go a little further. When 

I war broke out in Europe, and when 
before even Britain had declared 
war, I stated to the people of this 
country that if war was declared 
by Britain and France against Ger­
many, for having invaded Poland, as 
.she did. that Canada would be at 
the side of Britain (applause).

Was that putting our party before j 
our country?

Our government announced, be­
fore even Britain had declared she 
was going into the war, that if she 
found it necessary to go into war, 
we would be prepared and recom­
mend to parliament that we would 
stand beside her, because we knew 
what the cause was and what the 
situation was, the attitude of Ger­
many in her aggressive violence 
against these smaller states.

Let us go a step further. When 
parliament met, and, as a govern­
ment, we appeared before parlia­
ment and stated our policies there, 
was that putting party ahead of 
country? I say we were putting j 
country ahead of party, (applause). I 

Let me again go a step further.] 
When after putting our policies into 
force—and we did our best to get 
them into force—and the govern­
ment was attacked for what it was ; 
doing, attacked in the province of 
Quebec, my friends, Mr. Lapointe,

I Mr. Cardin and Mr. Power, and

ALWAYS IN SAFE HANDS
“Who can guarantee Dr. 

Manion himself will be elect­
ed? If Dr. Manion is not elect­
ed, who will take up the plat­
form of the National govern­
ment party and put it into 
force? Supposing I am defeat­
ed, I have at my side 15 men, 
every one tried. The affairs of 
government would be in safe 
hands.”—Premier King.

other members of the administra­
tion, went out and fought the gov­
ernment of Quebec on that very 
issue, and defeated them—were we 
putting party before country? (ap­
plause).

Manion Wanted Election
Now, let me go back for a mom­

ent. You all will recall July and 
August of last year. You remember 
the effort that was made to have 
me bring on a general election at 
that time. Dr. Manion has told you 
today that we all knew there was a 
war coming, and we ought to have 
been prepared, yet he was the man 
who was urging that a general elec­
tion should be brought on at that 
time. It was Dr. Manion who urged 
that.

Look at the files of the daily 
j papers and you will see in July 
and August Dr. Manion said, “Mr. 

]King should be having a general 
; election. He has no biisiness to be 
hanging on to office."

Was I putting party ahead of 
country, when I said there will be

HARMONIOUS CAREER
“I do not think that in all 

the 12 or 13 years that I have 
been prime minister that I had 
a single personal difference 
with any colleague. Nor has 
there been a loss of friendship 
of any kind.”—Premier King.

no general election until I see if 
there is going to be a war, and then 
wc will make our decision and 
make known our position?

What a nice position this country 
would have been in, had I permit­
ted an election to be brought on in 
the month of August, and the war 
breaking out early in September; if 
we had gone through a general 
election for two months, September] 
and October, with a war proceeding 
in Europe, and Canada without any j 
government or parliament, would 
we not have been in a great posi­
tion? I had the interest of the 
country at heart—not the interest 
of the party.

Best For the Country
There were many men who want- 

« ed me to bring on a campaign; they 
did not seem to feel there was the 
same danger. The public did not 

1 realize it. It was natural they should 
not. In Britain itself, they did not 
realize, until recently, that the 
danger would be as great as it is. | 
But everything that has been done, 
or that has not been done, has been 
in the light of what is best for the , 
country and not for the party (ap­
plause).
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Coming down to our war effort 
in the last few months have we 
been thinking about the party? 
Have we not done what was best for 
the country? You have heard ref­
erence made to Mr. Rogers and 
what Mr. Rogers has done with 
reference to appointments in the 
defence department. You have 
heard what General McNaughton 
has said with regard to appoint­
ments in the defence department, 
that there is no such thing as pref­
erence being given, no such thing 
in the way of appointments being 
done for political motives. There 
never have been appointments in 
the army carried out more honor­
ably and fairly in the army itself 
than in the present case.

This minister sitting on the plat­
form tonight had issued to all mem­
bers of parliament, and made it 
known publicly, as I did also my­
self, that anpointments would not 
be on the basis of party, but would 
be strictly on the basis of merit.

“We Kept Country First”
When we appointed a war 

supply board were we thinking of 
party or thinking of the interests of 
the country? Look at the men on 
that supply board and ask your­
selves arc these men partisans or 
arc they outstanding men to trust 
with great business affairs at a time 
or crisis such as this? Take the dif­
ferent boards that we have estab- : 
lished in connection with the ad-1 
ministration of war affairs. Ask j 
ÿourselves the question: are these 
men representative of the Liberal 
party or are they representative of 

| different parties, and some of them 
men whose party affiliation is 

: hardly known at all.
I think, ladies and gentlemen, if 

i you go over the record in that way 
I you will see for yourselves very 
clearly that in all these things we 
have, above everything else, sought 
to keep country first and the 
country’s interests first, and we 
have used the party only as a means 
to an end, that end being the gov­
ernment of the country in the best 
and most effective way.

Now, I find that the time is get­
ting late, and I think I won’t say 
very much more except a word or 
two in regard to the present situa­
tion as I hope you will find it pos­
sible to view it when a week from 
Monday comes around. The issue I 
think is a very clear one. The issue 
is Canada’s war effort, and what 
administration can best carry out 
that war effort.

Made No Sectional Appeal
Just here let me stress this point 

j in regard to whether Dr. Manion is 
| putting country first or party first 
in reference to all these promises 
that he is making in different parts ' 

' of Canada today. I challenge any­
one in Canada to tell me where ! 
since this war began I have made 1 
any appeal of any kind of a section- j 

! al nature, or for purely party rea­
sons. Since this campaign has open­
ed have I gone into any constit­
uency and tried to appeal to the 
local feeling there?

When I was in Western Canada 
did I talk about wheat? Did I talk 
about freight rates? Did I talk about 
those different questions did I,

talk wholly and solely about the 
war?

An effort is being made today on 
the part of the leader of the Na­
tional Government party to get 
away from the war effort issue 
altogether and to get people in the 
different constituencies thinking in 
the terms of their local particular 
questions that may come up there 
and which may be of big moment 
to them for the time being. Now, 
there is a very serious situation, 
and I say that Dr. Manion, when he 
talks about putting party ahead of 
country, had better drop, as quickly 
as he can, these different promises 
he is making in all sorts of places as 
to what he will do to remove radio 
licenses, give us so much money 
for wheat, and do this and do that. 
That is all in the nature of an ap­
peal for party ends and not for 
the good of this country as a whole 
at this particular time.

Get Down to the Issue
I say let us get down to this one 

j thing which is how this Canada 
can make the most effective effort 
in the winning of the war. If this 
war is not won humanity itself is 
going to suffer, and suffer untold 
agonies in all quarters of the globe. 
Today the forces that are opposing 
each other, I do npt think it is ex­
aggerating to say, are equivalent 
to the forces of good and evil. You 
have got in the German mentality 
at this time under the direction of 
Nazism all that is worst in the mind 
of man and evil in this world. There

NEVER LOST A MAN
“In the five sessions we have 

held in the last four years not­
withstanding that our follow­
ing was the largest in the his­
tory of Canada, wc never lost 
one man. Everyone remained 
loyal and true. Is that not 
something of value to this 
country at its greatest need?” 
—Premier King.

is an effort there to destroy every­
thing we hold dear, not merely 
liberty, not merely freedom, but to 
destroy every sanctity of manhood 

j itself, asserting that all that counts 
! in the matter of power *nd con­
trol is violence and might, that 
might is right, and not what is right 
in itself.

You have got these forces that 
are putting their reliance upon vio­

lence and might and power in that 
i way, and they arc crushing in upon 
these different democracies that love 
freedom of action and thought and 
love freedom of belief and that are 
determined at all costs to maintain 
these things. So I say in this war 
there can be no such thing as neu­
trality in any sense of the word. We 
are either for or against the forces 
of evil, and all of those who are in­
terested in preserving what is right 
and good have to fight to the maxi­
mum of their strength in order to 
win at this particular time.

Office of
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All Must Work Together
Canada itself cannot win this war. I 

Britain herself cannot win this war. 
France herself cannot win this war 
The British Empire of itself cannot 
win the war but the different ele­
ments all coming together can; all 

• working and each making its maxi­
mum contribution can do it, and 
Canada can make a very great con­
tribution, and maybe a contribu­
tion that will be the deciding one 
in the end.

This war is going to be won on 
the fields of battle. It is going to 
be won on land, air and sea and it 
is also going to be won by the ef­
forts of men and women in the 
country, those in the mines, those 
in the forests, those in the fields, 
those in the fisheries, those in the 
factories, those on our transporta­
tion systems, those who are work­
ing with their hands. The amount 
of effort that they put in is going 
to .help to determine the economic 
production of this nation and what 
we can give to help the allies in ( 
sustaining this great fight along the 
economic front.

In connection with this great air­
training scheme that has been in­
augurated, we have been told by 
the British government itself that 
it is the greatest thing that the 
British Empire itself has under­
taken in this present war.

Lord Riverdale did not spare 
words when he went back. Speak­
ing as the head of the British mis- 

1 sion, he said that what had oeen 
accomplished at Ottawa was the, 

i greatest thing that had been done 
by the British commonwealth since i 
the war started, and it has only 
begun. I

When we see that great scheme '
develop, as dt is rapidly developing 
now, and when the moment comes 
when it is most needed, we will 
be sending out from this country 
in the air . , . as we have sent out 
already in part across the ocean an 
expeditionary force, and we will 
be sending more, and as we are 
doing on the ocean with our little 
naval force, small as it is, but ef­
fective, nevertheless ... we will 
be sending out that last note of 
power and strength from this Do­
minion which may be the deciding 
one in this particular war.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, the 
■ war is not going to end soon. There 
j will be a lot of people who will 
believe that because Finland has 
been crushed for the time being, 
and the war is stopped there- 
stopped as Finland says because 
she is small and she has to sacrifice 
a large part of her territory just 
because she is small and cannot 
hold it any longer—that the aggres­
sor is going to stop for that rea­
son.

For a United Canada
But that is just so much accom­

plished by the aggressor today, and 
they have stopped for the moment, 
but before this war is over, you 
may find not only Finland, but 
some other countries very near to 
Finland, in this war. You may find 
the southern parts of Europe also 
in danger. Who can say what part 
of this world is not going to be ter­
rorized before this present conflict 
is over?
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No, it is not going to be a short 
war. It is going to run on for one 
or two or three years, according to 
the word that we get from those 
who are in the best position to 
know. What you are being called 
upon to do now is to decide on a 
week from Monday what body of 
men you think can best carry for­
ward this country’s war efforts dur­
ing these next few years, as solemn 
and as grave a choice as a people 
ever had to make in the history of 
any nation.

I say that this present adminis­
tration is fully equipped to make 
that maximum effort. We believe 
that maximum effort can only oc 
made if we have a united Canada, 
and we believe — and this is the 
reason we are appealing to you— 
we believe that our party, consti- 

| tuted as it is today, strong as it is, 
powerful as it is, representing all 

i parts of this country in a true and 
; broad way, is in a better position 
' to keep this country united than 
any other party.

Won’t Take Some In
Now, just to return to the National 

I Government matter. What does Dr. 
Manion propose for his National 
Government? It means a union gov­
ernment. bringing in men from 
other political parties. We have a j 
number of different parties now; 
there are a number of miscellaneous I 
parties. I do not believe he will bring! 
any of them in to form a union gov­
ernment.

Then we have what is now known 
as the New Democracy. Yesterday 
they were Social Crediters, but they, 
too, have changed their name, but 
there are only about 29 of them, 
and I do not believe that Dr. Manion 
will bring them into his National 
Government, and if he did I do not 
believe that it would help the peace 
of mind of the people of this coun­
try.

Then we have the C.C.F.—the Co­
operative Commonwealth Federa­
tion. I forget at the moment the 
number of candidates they have, 
but if you add them all together and 
add the members of the New 
Democracy, you would not have 

I enough, if they were all returned, to 
| form a government.

Then, too, Mr. Woodsworth says 
he will have nothing to do with Dr 
Manion, so Dr. Manion is reduced 
down to one thing, and that is, the 
getting of Liberals into his govern­
ment, to bring about a National 
government. What does that mean? 
I will just give you this, and then 
not detain you much more. I will 
give you Dr. Manion’s own view.

The Statement of July
He has expressed his views in two 

ways; first of all, in reference to 
bringing men in from other parties, 

j and then expressed himself as to the 
] wisdom of having a decent opposi­
tion.

Here is what he had to say on the 
I 27th of July. Look at the Globe and 
Mail of that date—the date of the 

i paper is the 27th of July; it was 
probably said the day before:

“The National Conservative leader, 
Robert J. Manion, today refused to 
recognize National Government as 

| a cure for Canada’s present-day ills.
! arguing that such a set-up would 
inevitably lead to a Socialist regime, 
attacked by a combination of the.

THERE IS A MORAL
“Dr. Manion has done exact­

ly what Harry Stevens did. 
Harry Stevens first of all for­
sook his own party and formed 
another under another name. 
He started in with scissors and 
paste, clipping platforms here 
and there . . . Only one person 
was returned, Harry Stevens. 
There is a moral in that.”

—Premier King.

C.C.F. and Social Credit or other j 
parties.”

That is what he is proposing to do ! 
now.

“Every government starts to die ; 
soon after it is elected. The National j 
Government would be the same in | 
this respect as any other, and, there- 1 
fore, after a period of time, the 
opposition would come into power.”

I .do not wonder that Dr. Manion 
thinks that a party began to die 
when he started to lead it (laughter; 
applause). That is not my experience. 
The party I was leading in the last 
parliament was stronger at the end 
than it was at the beginning, after 
five years (applause).

Where Are We Heading
Then he goes on to say:
“But the opposition to the National 

Government presumably made up 
of Liberals and Conservatives, 
would be the Social Crediters, the 
C.C.F. and other Socialist groups 
that cared to join with them. It 
would be these parties which would 
take over the reins of government, 

j when the National Government had 
! outlived its usefulness.”

Notice that, ladies and gentlemen.
| And I ask my fellow countrymen 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific to 
carefully consider this, and par­
ticularly those of this city and of 
this province, and see what you are 
heading for.

Dr. Manion says: “Let us have a 
National Government, not of this 
government, but of the Liberals and 
Conservatives, and the conclusion 

i of that will be that you will have 
! all these extreme groups making up 
I the opposition in parliament. There 
, will be the C.C.F.. there will be the 
Social Crediters; there will be per­
haps the Communists, if they are 
elected—and I do not think there 
will be—but everybody who has a 
grievance from one part of the coun­
try or the other, will make up the 
opposition, and you will have on 
this side what they call the "two 
old political parties” and on the 
other hand, you will have these other 
groups, doing the best they possibly 
can to make the country believe 
that they are somehow or other 
linked up to the beÿt interests of the 
country. /

/1

Would Have Class War
Now, what is going to happen 

when that kind of thing goes on?
I venture to say if you had that sort 
of a set-up in the House of Commons, 
you would have a class war in this 
country inside of two years, in ad­
dition to a national war (applause).

That is what you would be head­
ing for. According to Dr. Manion, 
you would have these men of ex­
treme views—not men who simply 
differ on whether we are going too 
far, as the Conservatives may feel, 
or not going far enough, as some 
radicals feel, and you would have 
all sorts of extraordinary ideas as to 
how this country is to be governed, 
and what policies should prevail. 
That is not the kind of thing we 
want to see developed in this coun­
try, and Dr. Manion, in his better 
moods, felt the strength of that, not j 
only by what he said there, but here 
is what he said in a communication ! 
as late as November 2nd:

“Considering everything, the 
; course followed by the government 
| in keeping full control of its war 
program is probably the best for 

| Canada, as under our parliamentary 
system, an alert and strong opposi- 

! tion’s criticism is second only to the 
importance of government itself.”

That is a good, sound doctrine. I 
subscribe to every word of it. In 
any democracy, an opposition is as 
necessary as government itself; 
necessary for this reason; that it 
continually watches the govern­
ment’s action in the name of the peo­
ple of Canada.

Value o Opposition
It is there to censure if we do 

! what is wrong; it is there to suggest 
; ideas to the government which the 
1 government itself may not have con- 

ij sidered; it is there to be continually 
on the alert to see that the govern­
ment of the day does what is right j 
and true, in accordance with the j 
wishes of the people.

Do not imagine for one moment 
that because a particular party gets 
control of government, that the par*-’
controls all that the government is 
doing. The opposition plays a very 
important part in determining what 
the government itself is doing. Mr. 
Lapointe and Mr. Rogers, I know, 
when we are discussing njatters in 
cabinet—and every cabinet is the 
same have always said—as has the 
entire cabinet—“What will the op­
position say if that is done?”

There you have a check at once— 
a check at once—because you know 
the opposition is on guard in refer­
ence to this or that, if there is the 
slightest doubt about the wisdom of 
it, one way or the other.

But that is not the only check you 
have. In addition to the political 
head of the country, there is another 
government of the country, and that 
is that great body of the public ser­
vice which carries on the business 
of the country. That body is com­
posed of men of all political parties, 
our civil servants, who carry on the 
business of this country, and has car­
ried it on year after year, is com­
posed not of Liberals, nor of Con­
servatives, but of men of different 
views.
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Other Checks On Government
I have never, as long as I have 

been in office, allowed a single man 
to be dismissed from the public ser­
vice because of his party affiliations, 
but I have seen that men of differ­
ent political parties were protected, 
as long as they did their work.

But not only is it the opposition 
and the civil service that are checks 
upon the government, to see that 
the views of the people prevail. But 
you must remember that you have 
two houses of parliament, the Sen­
ate and the House of Commons, and 
everything the government does in 
the way of legislation has to be ap­
proved by the Senate. And do you 
know this, ladies and gentlemen, 
that in all the years I have been at 
the head of the government of Can­
ada—13 years altogether—in not one 
single one of those years have I had 
the good fortune to have a Liberal 
majority in the Senate? There has 
been a Conservative Senate against 
the governments I have been the 
head of, all the way through. The 
Senate is a check upon every piece 
of legislation that is brought in. It 
is a Conservative Senate today, and 
h will be for some time to come.

In addition to that, you have pub­
lic opinion; you have the press of 
this country, the radio for men to 
speak over, and a dozen and one 
ways in which public opinion is 
formed, and all these are factors that

SENATE ALWAYS CHECK 
“In all the 13 years I have 

been head of the government 
I have never had the good for­
tune to have a Liberal major­
ity on the Senate.”—Premier 
King.

control the government, so do not 
imagine that a party simply goes in 
to get everything for party ends; it 
goes in to try and serve the inter­
ests of the country as a whole, in 
the most effective way it possibly 
can. (applause).

Picked the Strong Man
I want to just add this word. When 

the war came on, the present ad­
ministration realized at once that it 
was necessary to bring in men from 
outside to supplement those in pub­
lic service as far as we could. We 
had our efficient public service, but 
we went outside and went to dif­
ferent parts of the country and 
picked out strong men here and 
there from those parts, and put them 
into different positions. They are 
administering the affairs of the 
country today, without any inter­
ference from the government, and 
they are carrying on the war efforts 
in a dozen and one different direc­
tions. (Applause.)

If, as is altogether possible, the 
war assumes terrible proportions be­
fore very long, it may be necessary, 
and I think it will be, for us to add 
to the numbers of those who can as­
sist us by their expert knowledge 
and advice. I would be the last man 
in the world not to wish to bring 
into association with the govern­
ment, in the form of advisers to our* 
different war activities, those who 
would be able to assist us by their 
counsel and advice, and some of 
them also by being able to bring 
special knowledge that they have to 
bear on the situations which may 
arise, but that is a very different 
thing than bringing into a cabinet 
men who have different political

the wheel, and each one trying to 
pull in a different direction.

Must Have Responsibility
You have to have responsibility, 

«and with responsibility you have to 
have power, and the two things go 
together. It is not because we do 
not want to share government with 
other people who differ from us, that 
we do not go in for a National gov­

ernment ; it is because we want to 
have a united body of men, carry­
ing on the effort in time of war 
when it is needed for that purpose. 
(Applause.)

That is the reason, and the sole 
reason, why we feel the necessity of 
having a government composed of 
men who feel and think alike to 
carry on the business of the nation.

Well, as I say, ladies and gentle­
men, if after the 26th of March, the 
present administration should be re­
turned, we will keep to the fore one 
thing, first of all, that victory above 
everything else is necessary in this 
war, and, secondly, that in order to 
maintain victory, this country must 
put forth its maximum effort in 
every possible direction to help to 
win that war, and in the third place, 
we believe that the maximum effort 
can only be put forward as our

CAN’T HAVE FOUR PILOTS
“You cannot have four pilots 

grabbing the wheel.”—Premier 
King.

country is united. United we can go 
on; divided our efforts will be spoil­
ed in different directions.
In the last place we believe that the 

government which has the record, 
which has the association, which has 
the known capacity and ability this 
present administration has, and 
above all, is united in all its actions, 
united in all its ministry, united in 
its following, united in its represen­
tatives from coast to coast, that gov­
ernment, better than any other, will 
be able to carry on its administra­
tion through the trying years which 
arc ahead. (Applause.)

If we are returned, we will give 
the best that is in us, to our nation, 
ih furthering Canada's war effort to 
the utmost of the ability of our 
country.

I thank you. (Prolonged applause.)

<>

view's.
A cabinet has a terrible responsi­

bility in time of war. You .cannot 
have—Mr. Woodsworth has put the 
picture very well—when you are 
trying to steer a ship, you cannot 
' ave four men, pilots, grabbing at
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This is my last broadcast to the people 
of Canada, as a whole, inyuhe present election 
campaign. At the outset 3r wish to repeat a few 
sentences I used in my finct broadcast, just six 
weeks ago. I say to you that never before have 
the Canadian people been called upon to make so 
serious a decision. I wcVld earnestly suggest 
that before arriving at your decision, you ask 
yourselves these quest;

Should not
to men who, tried in the school of experience, 
familiar with the problems to be faced, and advocates 
of policies widely supported, have throughout been 
united by a community of views?

Or should the conduct of your government 
in these critical days be handed over to men, most of 
whom are without experience in government, and who are 
bound together by no common principles or agreed policies?

In his first national broadcast in the 
campaign, the Leader of me Opposition stated the 
issue in the election ay he saw it. He said it 
was the government1:' wan record. We met him on that

issue The government is quite prepared to be judged
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on its conduct ^ the war.

The Opposition, however, h s paid little

attention to what they themselves named as the issue.

They have offered little serious criticism of our war

effort. Instead, they have concentrated upon vague

charges, unsupported by serious evidence^ of patronage,

favouritism and maladministration in the conduct of
the government before the war started. Even if the

charges had been true - and it has not been difficult

to show that most of them were not, they represent only

a negative and destructive approach to the problem

of government in a time of world crisis.

Never before in the history of Canada has

an Opposition invited the people to return it to office, 
{A*** \ O*** { K-'

without any policy, without any programme, and, for 

that matter, without any hint of who the men v/ill be 

in the administration they will form, if they obtain 

a majority. Dr. Nanion has said that no Leader of 

the Opposition has ever announced his Cabinet before 

the elections - that is probably true - but in the 

past, every Leader of the Opposition has made it quite 

clear that he intended to form his government from 

among his own supporters. Once Nomination Day had

passed, the electors only needed to look at the list
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of candidates to find out what men were likely to "be 

in the government, if the Opposition were returned to 

power. Dr. Manion, hov/ever, says he is not going to 

form his government from his own following. He says 

that it is not to be a Conservative Government, but a 

government of the best brains of all parties. Where 

are they? They are certainly not among his candidates. 

Every prominent name in the list of so-called National 

Government candidates, from coast to coast, is the name 

of a man who, in 1939, was a Conservative. At least 

that is true in every Province except the Province of 

Quebec. In Quebec many of Dr. Lanionf s candidates were 

prominent among the supporters of the former government 

of that Province. When v/c recall that Mr. Duplessis* 

Government was called the National Union Government, 

v/e have, perhaps, discovered the real origin of the new 
name of Dr. Manion* s party.^j^ It may be that among the 

more obscure candidates supporting Dr. Manion there are 

some who were not formerly Conservatives. I doubt, 

hov/ever, if the people of Canada will recognize among them 

many of the best brains in the country. We are, 

therefore, still in total ignorance of the men to whom 

Dr. Manion has invited the people of Canada to entrust

their destinies for the next four or five years - years 
which may determine the future of our country for a
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I have said hat the present government

is willing to be judgdd by the people on its record 

in the prosecution of Jthe v/ar. That does not make 

our record the real issue in the election. The 

issue is neither what Dr. Manion chooses to make it, 

nor what I choose to make it. The issue is, and can 

only be, what government do the people of Canada want,

for the next fc-;r yearsè In making their choice they
. . —..........°

will naturally examine the records of the men who are 

offering to serve them. I do not believe they will 

be satisfied to examine records alone, revealing though

records sometimes are.; They will want to know

something about what their government proposes to do

in the future, as well as what their government has 

done in the past. During this election much has 

been said about the past, little about the future, 

even loss about the problems which will almost 

inevitably face our government in the next few months, 

and the next few years. lUmigh»1-! m w n;i"gin Lu ■a.ali ygm

v U1- | r, p. 13 V nPC
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On March the 26th, the people must choose the



-5-
D

men who are to continue to plan, organize, maintain 
and direct the war effort of Canada, on their behalf.
Upon the wisdom of their choice will depend the part 
Canada will play in the war, and the effect of the war 
upon Canada herself.

I believe we are faced, with the greatest 
struggle the world has ever witnessed. This struggle 
will have a profound effect upon the history of all 
mankind for generations to come. Upon it will depend the 
continued existence of the British Commonwealth of 
Nations. Should we be defeated, free institutions, 
the world over, would perish^- 1^/^» must not be 

defeated. This war must be won, and it will be won, 
by the combined power of the British Commonwealth, and 
of France, with the help of other freedom loving peoples. 
But it will only be v/on with sound strategy, careful 
planning, and efficient and resolute action.

Canada must put forth the greatest possible 
effort. How can this be done? It can be done only 
by a uni ted Canada. If Canada Is torn asunder, If 
we are divided by domestic quarrels, our war effort will 
be undermined. How can Canada’s unity in the prosecution 
of the war be maintained? v.$at kind of government is 
best able to hold this country united in war?
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Much is being heard of » National

Government. A true national government must draw

its strength from all sections of the country.

1'ne present government is, in this sense, a truly

national government. It draws its strength from

every section of Canada. Its strength after five;
gears in office, had not diminished;it had increased. 

^The government itself met the problems of war, as it

had met the problems of pence^ ^ ai a moAne (Puni ted 

within itself. No differences regarding policy 

divided the administration. Illness and death have

alone broken its ranks. I suggest that such unity
x.

of purpose can only be maintained when the policies 
of the governme^tf''are in accord with the will of the 

people as a whole.

If we are returned to office, my colleagues 

and I will continue to beka truly representative and 

a truly national governmentj reflecting the wishes 

and the determination of/Che Canadian people as a whole. 

Canada entered into thb^war^ united. Our national 

unity must be maintained, and our L government

must devote itself / single-mindedly and whole-heartedly^ 

to the prosecution of Canada’s war effort.
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I ask my listeners what chance any of

our opponents have, even if they have a measure of

success at the polls, of forming a strong and united
‘winir.r m—*'■ :

\ government, representing all parts of Canada. Let

us look at the list of candidates. First of all,

there are some ninety odd candidates, calling themselves

Independents, or bearing all sorts of unfamiliar labels.

I They have no coherence, no unity, no common purpose,

They could not form a government. Few of them have

■ the slightest hope even of being elected to Parliament.

Next, there are the 2S_,a£U3feMates of the

group which, in the last Parliament, advocated Social 

Credit. They, like a greater and an older party, now

have a new name. They call themselves the New Democracy. 

Alone of all the parties seeking the support of the 

voters, they have openly advocated conscription, although 

they can scarcely fall to know that even its advocacy 

is a menace to our unity of purpose^ in the prosecution 

of the war. If all of them were elected, and nost of 

them will not be, their numbers would be so small that 

^hey could have little positive influence on the delibe­

rations of Parliament. Undoubtedly they would endeavour

;o distrac^Parliament and the government from the main 

►usiness of defending our threatened institutions into
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theoretical discussions of their Utopian dreams.

Then we liave the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation» 

They have only 96 candidates. They, too, cannot hope to fora 

j a government# Apart from the present government and its 

supporters, they are the only group with a consistent policy, 

clearly outlined, for the prosecution of the war# It is a 

very different policy from ours# What they advocate is economic 

assistance to the Allies, hut no military help# The Canadian 

people, I am sure, want no such half-hearted policy in the 

prosecution of the war#

We come now to the official Opposition, or at least what 

was the official Opposition when Parliament was in existence#

It is the remnant of the Conservative Party, masquerading as a 

National Government party. The name itself is misleading# It 

is hard to see how there can be a National Government Party,
in rr i imriiiiin m I i>irrTTir^“"t‘r—i; I h--.- . i    u *

without first having a National Government# They might better 

be called the party hoping to form a Government of Conservatives 

to be called a National Government#

The National Government of Canada, in the proper sense 

of the term, is the present Liberal Government. The Liberal 

candidates are the candidates of the present national government, 

but they have not hidden their historic name and they are not 

ashamed of their historic principles. The Conservatives have 

some 213 candidates. It is theoretically possible,

therefore, for them to elect enough members to fora a government,
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but stop for a moment and think what they will have to 
do to achieve this. In the last Parliament they had 
only one Member out of 26 from the three Maritime 
Provinces. In Quebec they had 5 out of 65. In the 
4 Western Provinces they had 7 out of 71. Even in 
Ontario, they had only 25 out of 82. In more than 
four years, although there have been many by-elections, 
they have made no gains. To have a bare majority, they 
must win more than three times the number of seats they
held in the last House. To enable them to form a strong 
government, they must elect still more. All this, 
of course, might be possible if they had a well defined 
policy, differing from that of the present government, 
and a policy better calculated to serve the national 
interest; and if they had, among their candidates, a 
large number of outstanding men of national reputation 
and administrative experience. But I suggest that 
you examine again the list of candidates. Dr. Manion 
will not tell you who will be in his Cabinet. Try 
then to pick out for yourselves the men available to

■ 1WSWSW»

compose it. See if they are the mSn you v/ant as 
Canada1s wartime government. The official Opposition 
not only lacks men of experience and of proved ability,

it lacks a policy. The Leader of the Opposition has
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travelled from coast to coast. In every locality he
.

has left behind a promise. Nearly every promise is a
promise to spend the tax-payers1 money. That is not all.
In nearly every case it is a promise to use the tax­
payers1 money for something which has nothing to do with 
the v/inning of the war. If these promises could be 
kept, the cost of keeping them would dissipate the resources 
which will be desperately needed for the great purpose 
before us. If the Opposition received a majority 
and formed a government, and if then any attempt was made 
to fulfil these promises, the government would have little 
time left to devote to our war effort. This, I am sure, 
is not the kind of government the people of Canada want,

hur/;in this peril
In these circumstances I suggest there should be

no WAVfc 'ing. The government best able to hold this 
country constant and united in the maximum war effort, 
is the present administration. Support should not be 
withheld from it because an elector does not agree with 
all of its peacetime policies. This is a wartime election, 
and it is a wartime government that is being chosen.

I believe that there is throughout the country
an almost unanimous conviction that this government deserves
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to bo returned, and that on March the 26th It will be 

returned to office. We must not, however, allow our­

selves to be lulled into a false sense of security. It
-is not the future of the Liberal party which is at stake. 

More is involved than assurance to Canada of good govern­

ment during the desperate years ahead. The eyes of the

world are upon Canada, in this election. Since the 

last great war, dictatorship has grown and flourished. 

The democracies of the world have been derided as weak 

and inefficient. The democratic way of life, among

other things, is at stake in this war. We are sending 

our troops overseas to fight for democracy. In their 

absence, we must not let democracy go by default at home.

11 ks

sober

It is not only the right to vote which isthe right to 1 

It 1$s the dut^ to voteimplied in democracy
Australia, realizing this^'iias made voting compulsory. In 

Canada, we rely upon tj*e sober sense of responsibility 

of our own people to bring then to the polls on election 

day. On the 26th day of March the eyes of the world, 
democratic and totalitarian alike, will be focussed upon 

Canada. In this election we are making a genuine attempt 

to demonstrate the efficiency of democracy in wartime.

Tills is the first democratic election anywhere in the 

world, since the war began.
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It must not be said'"by the critics of 

democracy that only fifty, qr sixty, or even seventy 

per cent of our people ffrs enough interested in

preserving democracy to y!record their vote The day

may be wot - roads may be bad. Over-confidence may make

us laggard, /

This must not happen.

It is the urgent duty of every Canadian to cast 

his vote on the 26th day of March, The world is watching 

Canada, We must do more than pay lip service to

democracy in these days when it is being challenged byx
its opposite - totalitarianism, the Gestapo, the purge, 

the Procrustean bed of uniformity of opinion, the 

denial of freedom of speech, freedom of thought and 

freedom of religion. Lip service is not enough. Every 

Canadian must exercise, his privilege, his right, his duty 
to vote. Every Canadian must go to the polls as a 
part of his duty aarla £ree citizen of a free democracy. 

Democracy mus# be made to work, in v/ar as in 
peace. The Canadian people must show the world that 

our system of go vendent is no fair weather system.

The tremendous national effort which war demands of 

Canada can only be directed by a strong government,

fortified by an unquestioned mandate from the people,
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We cannot put forth our utmost war effort unless it is 
marshalled and guided by a government that is strong, 
steady, vigorous, patient, provident and experienced. 
The present government, I submit, has these qualities. 
Where among the candidate.à nominated to support the
Leader of the Opposition will you find men to match the

)
men who, for tho last six months, have devoted all 
their waking hours to the planning and organization of 
CanadaTs war effort.

Many of the critics of .the government fail to
realize that Canada’s war effort must be organized with
reference to what is happening iii the rest of the world.
We entered this v/ar in association with the Allied powers,

z
Our war effort must fit intox theirs. There must be a

X
single plan to which all the A!llied Powers conform. It '
must take account of more iman what is happening on the/Maginot Line. Events in every part of the world, from
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, t$e Mediterranean, the Persian
Gulf, and the Indian Ocean, right to the Bering Straits,
Hmr their influence upon Allied policy and upon the
fortunes of the war. Canada cannot shape her war policy
intelligently, without constant study of what is happening
everywhere in the worlds and without constant consultation

/

with the Allied Powers. The present government has given 
such study to the problems which have arisen throughout
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the last four years Botlvbefore the outbreak of

war, and since, we have bee& in the closest and most

constant touch with the British government• Since 

the war began, v/e have e •:tend'd our direct contacts to 

all the sister nations of the Commonwealth, through 

our High Commissioners• Fqr^ a number of years we

have maintained a Legation in/Paris. As you all know,
the Minister of Mines and,.-ffe sources spent nearly two

/
/■

months in Britain and France, in intimate contact

with the Allied Governmeni)bs. The information gained

from his mission has bé'en of the greatest advantage 

to the government in planning and developing the 

programme for the prosecution of the war. The people 

of Canada will, I am sure, hesitate long,before 

sacrificing a government containing men who, through 

long association and close personal relationships with 

the men who compose the governments of our Allies, 

are able to co-operate with them easily, smoothly and 
effectively. A change of government, at this stage, 

by the very sacrifice of this experience^ would involve 

delay in the development of our war effort.
I wish now to sav>K5mething about the problems 

which face the government iriythe prosecution of the war. 

The experts are agreed thqx it is almost certain to be
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a long war.
Our contribution tcy^the Allied cause has been

based upon the two principles^I have mentioned. First,
the necessity of preserving updty of purpose among the
Allies themselves and of fitting Canada*s effort into
the single allied plan of action. If we are to succeed
each nation must do what it. ban do best and what is
most needed. Secondly, our plans must be based on the

'

expectation of a long war. /'The Allies must not exhaust 
themselves in the early stages. The allied effort must 
be on an increasing scal^.^ As the war proceeds, we must 

speed up our action. We must not slow down.
There has beoi lissatisfaction in all the allied 

countries because there is not more evidence of action, 
more noise and bustle. There are always those who care 
little how badly a job is done, as long as it is done

; fast. That is not our way; it is not the allied way;
lit will not win the war. In a long struggle, it is
{'

I the final round that counts. The ability to endure, 
to hold on to the end, will bring victory. We can hold 
on to the end, only if we put forth a steady and 
persistent effort; only if we are stronger each day than 
we were the day before ; and only if we make every move 
count, and count to the full.
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The total military effort of which Canada is capable

necessarily depends upon our resources in man power andJ
materials. There are vital igilitary and strategic limitations

which no responsible govermrtçnt can afford to neglect. One)
general consideration applies- to all countries. The size of 

their land forces can never safely exceed their capacity to 

keep them adequately provided with equipment, munitions and 

supplies.
In the case of Canada,(we have also to take account

of the necessity of transporting our troops overseas. The 

number we can maintain in thejField is dependent on the amount 

of shipping which can be provided to transport and supply them, 

and on the number of naval jréssels which can be spared to 
convoy the transports, 1?he.-present trend of the war would

t

indicate that the programmôs^of ship building and of naval 

expansion already under way /s no less important to our
allies than the despatchXf troops overseas, and that it

!
may well become more so, ..(Troops which cannot be safely 

transported to the theatre of war, or maintained at full 

strength when they arrive Çjiere, will be of no use either 

to our allies or ourselves.
There is a third consideration which has largely 

developed since the last wa^y. It is the development of
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air power# Air power is essential to Britain and France,

for the protection of their people and their industry#
f

On their air strength depends their capacity to carry on the 

war successfully. In expanding Canada1s effort overseas, 

every do liai* we spend on the air am is likely to add more to 

the power and strength of Britain and France than the same 

dollar can add when spent in any other way# We are acting, 

therefore, on the sound milipary principle of securing the 

greatest available strength 'for a given expenditure of effort, 

in concentrating a large pa^t of our effort on that power from 

the skies, which may be decisive in the present struggle#

Modern warfare is not \taged alone by the soldier, 

the sailor and the airman. Ftfjom them it demands the willingness 

to sacrifice life, if need b^' in defence of our freedom.

Modern warfare demands, also,) strength of will, steadiness
/a

of purpose, and a determination to endure on the part of the 

whole nation. The military front is vital, but behind it $s

an economic front which is vital too. A plan of campaign is 

essential for the economic and financial fronts# It must be

a single unified plan for the allied powers■O-........... ..........— — sill
Canada must take .-'and hold a large sector on the

economic front of the alllpdfpowers. We have the resources 

We are outside regular homing range, but close to Europe. 

Canada was an important re^érve of foodstuffs and munitions 

twenty-five years ago. " ghe call do far more this time.
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Today we are far better equipped. Our agriculture is 

better organized, our industries larger and more developed,
our mines have a far greater output, and our system of

healthier gjhd
■The government has already called many of our

I ablest men of all parties and men without party affiliations
! to form the general staff of our economicarmiy. From time

to time, as need arises, more will be called* Ability 

will be,as it has been, the only test of fitness. This 

is but a beginning on a front where every Canadian can 

serve. We cannot all be generals on the home front, but 

every Canadian can and should ))nlist as a private. We 

must produce more, save more^ and waste less. Those are
the

the terms of service. The qost of/war will be heavy in

effort and sacrifice. Every man can do his part— and every

woman too.
I can say little tïœ-t is specific about the 

details of our plans. They i/ust be secret. They must,
also, be flexible, if the changing conditions of war are 

to be met in the right way at the right time. You know

something of what is immediately ahead. The Second
■ ^

Division will go oversea^-' The navy will be strengthened

war are

as rapidly as ships canJbe provided. The great air training
programme is being speedily developed. The production of 
arms, equipment and munj/^ions for our own and the allied



forces is increasing steadily. We are building ships; we
are making aircraft. y

The financial burden of this programme will be 
heavy, but our people have, recently shown, by their response 
to the war loan, that thotf are ready to bear it. We are 
assisting Britain in the-,field of finance by the purchase 
of Canadian securities held in the United Kingdom. In this 
way, the British government is provided with dollars for 
purchases of foodstuff^ and military supplies in Canada.
This means a further financial burden for the Canadian 
people, but it is helping to win the war.

In organizing our economic life for this war, 
we have reached the stage today that was reached only in 
the third year of the last war. Our financial machinery 
is far superior to anything we had achieved even in 1918.

I In laying our plans we have lcept constantly be! ore us 
the grave problems to be faced in the post-war period.
We know that it is possible to win a military victory 

I and lose an economic war. The government is doing everything 
I possible to secure equality of sacrifice in wartime, and 
I equality of opportunity and some degree of social security

in the post war period.
Our determination to put forth the utmost 

effort must not falter. O^ir united and determined efxort



is the result of our clear appreciation of the justice of 

our cause#
We are fighting against a power whose flagrant

Ilawlessness and aggressions know no bounds# They went so far 

that it became urgently necessary to meet that force with a

stronger force if freedom throughout the world were not to be

destroyed, if the Christian religion were not to be suppressed 

and our whole civilization set back for an indefinite period.

It should be remembered that the Allies did not
want war, that they patiently and earnestly sought to avoid it 

but that the menace of naked force attempting to dominate the 
I world became so great that they were finally compelled to 

take up arms. The nature of the power we are fighting is 

indicated by its ruthless, merciless methods of warfare, itsI utter disregard for the truth, and its barbarous cruelty to 

. the people in subjected territories.
The Allies did no ake up arms to advance their

own interests. There were imperalistic motives. The
Allies are fighting for oner purpose only, to preserve their

civil, religious and political freedom, the threat to which
/has become extremely dangepbus. if the Allies were defeated, 

I the rest of the world would soon know the reality of the 

danger•



D
\ The Nazi Government, by taking the position that
might is right, and by boldly undertaking to establish 

I the rule of force, at incalculable cost in human lives and 
| unspeakable sxiffering, has raised an issue that must be met. 
Every instinct of reason, justice and mercy demands that 
that power be overthrown.

The overthrow of Naziism is our one single 
war aim. But the overthrow of Naziism,it is said, is a 
negative aim: a war aim, and not a peace aim. What are our 
peace aims?

The definition of peace aims cannibt be the 
exclusive concern of the Canadian government. We are 
co-operating with our allies in the prosecution of the war, 
and we must co-operate v/ith them in the definition of the 

! kind of peace we hope to achieve. At this stage of the

!
 conflict, it is premature to attempt to specify the actual 

terms of a peace settlement. Peace may come under 
‘ j conditions very different from any we now can foresee.

i *
But of one thing I am sure : the Canadian people are agreed 
that, if peace is to endure, when the victory has been won, 
it must be a peace based upon a foundation of justice.
Canada v/ill not be satisfied v/ith less than justice, and 
is not prepared to make great sacrifices to achieve a result 
which will merely sow the seeds of still another conflict.
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<1In seeking to destroy the spirit of aggression, we shall
I
! if the present administration has to do with any peace 

; negotiations in which Canada nay have a part, naturally,

; aim above all else, at preventing the restoration of the 

sense of injustice on which the spirit of aggression feeds 

J and grows,

.
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KH! SAYS FOES 
RELY ON SLURS
Fears ‘Abuse’ Will Keep Able 

Men Irom Public Life

Government Chosen Will 
Have to Make Peace as Well 

as War, Premier Warns

Ottawa, March 21.—\(P)—Instead of 
discussing public issues on their 
merits. Conservative Leader Manion 
and some of his supporters made 
"a deliberate effort to destroy the 
reputations of public men," Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King declared 
in a 30-minute Dominion election 
broadcast tonight.

Mr. King said substitution of "the 
grossest kind of personal abuse for 
political argument is the process 
which destroyed democratic gov­
ernment in Germany, and is all too 
rapidly making its evil presence 
felt in our own land.”

In the last of his national net­
work addresses over the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation facilities 
Mr. King told the voters that in 
Tuesday's Dominion election they 
would be helping to select an ad­
ministration which would guide 
Canada through the war. and pos­
sibly represent Canada at the peace 
table.

With the National Government 
(Conservative) party the only other 
group with enough candidates to 
form a government if successful at 
the polls. Mr. King asked the elec­
tors to choose between an experi­
enced administration and one made 
up of men “still unknown and 
bound together by no common prin­
ciple or agreed policies.”

Speaking of third groups, none 
of which had enough candidates to 
form a government, the Prime Min­
ister said their “untried theories” 
should be left for discussion after 
the war.

"A vote cast for the candidate 
of a political group without hope 
of a majority in Parliament cannot, 
in t.he present situation, be other 
than a vote against a strong, united 
government. It may serve to frus­
trate Canada’s war effort; it cannot 
nossihlv promote it.”

CITES QUEBEC RESULT.
Appealing for maintenance nf that 

unity which he said his administra­
tion had brought Canada, the Prime 
Minister referred to the Quebec 
election of last October when the 
ondorsation given the Government’s 
war effort "gave so much heart to 
the British and French.”

"Canada's voice, as expressed by 
your votes on election day, will 
carry an even greater measure of 
elation or despair to the contending 
forces in Europe.

“It will be significant to all 
democracies, for it will be the first 
vote of a free democracy cast in the 
present war where democracy is 
fighting for its existence.”

Dissolution of Parliament last 
January was dictated by his view 
of what would be in the best in­
terests of Canada, in the interests 
of her war effort and in the inter­
ests of the Allies. Mr. King said.

"I have been only too well aware 
that my motives as well as my 
actions would be misconstrued by 
opponents in a political campaign. 
Having decided what I believed to 
be right I have not hesitated in 
acting upon that decision.”

Those elected Tuesday may be in 
office five years, the Prime Minis­
ter said. They would certainly 
have the task of guiding Canaria's 
war effort, possibly for a number 
of years, and might be the ones to 
voice Canada's opinions at the 
peace table.

"The five years which lie before 
us will be the most difficult, the 
most dangerous, the most exacting 
five years in the history of this 
country.

SEEKS “LASTING PEACE."
“During those five years our se­

curity, our existence and the secur­
ity and existence of free peoples 
the world over will be menaced as 
they have never been menaced be­
fore. I pray with all my heart that 
they will also make real the dream 
of a just and enduring peace.

"Those who will guide the des­
tinies of this nation are'Being' call- f 

ed. therefore, to a great, two-fold 
task—the making of war and the 
making ol' peace.”

Mr. King said he felt he reflected 
the thoughts of many when "I ex­
press the strongest possible resent­
ment at the methods of political 
controversy adopted by Dr. Man- 
ion and a few of those who have 
supported him.

“There has been a deliberate ef­
fort to destroy the reputations of 
public men. Slanderous attacks 
have been directed against men 
who have served this country 
faithfully, honestly and indus­
triously over many years.”

He questioned if there was a 
single Canadian who believed that 
any member of the Government 
“would knowingly countenance for

one moment the betrayal of tne na­
tional trust at a time when sore 
trials and great burdens are upon 
every man and woman in this 
con ntry.”

The Prime Minister said that his 
own public career could not last 
much longer and there was little in | 
the way of "honorable recognition" | 
he could wish for beyond what he 
had already received.

In resenting abuse from political 
opponents the Prime Minister said 
he was thinking not of himself but 
"of the consequences which will 
follow if honorable men, valuing 
their reputations, are deterred from 
entering Parliament rather than 
submit to the degraded standards 
of public controversy so evident in 
the present campaign.”

Dr Man ion's campaign tour had 
been "strewn with promissory notes 
which he can never meet, with

pledges he cannot redeem,” the 
Prime Minister said.

“In nearly every case it has been 
a pledge to spend the taxpayer’s 
money on someth i nig which has 
nothing to do with winning the 
war." The cost of keeping such 
promises “would be an impossible 
drain upon resources which will be 
desperately needed for the great 
task before us.”
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''Prime Minister 
Deplores Abuse 
Of Public Men
Charges Conservatives Are 

Making “Deliberate Ef­
fort to Destroy Reputa­
tions” Faithful Servants.
Instead of discussing pub­

lic issues on their merits, 
Conservative Leader Manion 
and some of his supporters 
made “a deliberate effort to 
destroy the reputations of 
public men,” Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King declared in 
a 30-minute Dominion elec­
tion broadcast last night.

“Its Evil Presence.”
Mr. King said substitution of 

“the grossest kind of personal 
abuse” for political argument is 
the process which destroyed demo­
cratic government in Germany, 
and is all too rapidly making its 
evil presence felt in our own land.

In the last of his national net­
work addresses over the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation facili­
ties Mr. King told the voters that 
in Tuesday’s Dominion election 
they would be helping to select an 
administration which would guide 
Canada through the war. and pos­
sibly represent Canada at the 
peace table.

With the National Government 
party, the only other group with 
enough candidates to form a gov­
ernment if successful at the polls, 
Mr. King asked the electors to 
choose between an experienced ad­
ministration and one made up of 
men “still unknown and bound to­
gether by no common principle or 
agreed policies.”

Speaking of third groups, none 
of which had enough candidates 
to form a government, the Prime 
Minister said their “untried 
theories” should be left for discus­
sion after the war.

“A vote cast for the candidate 
of a political group without hope 
of a majority in Parliament can­
not, in the present situation, be 
other than a vote against a strong, 
united government. It may serve : 
to frustrate Canada’s war effort ; 
it cannot possibly promote it.”

Appealing for maintenance of 
that unity which he said his ad­
ministration had brought Canada, 
the Prime Minister referred to the 
Quebec election of last October 
when the endorsation given the 
government’s war effort “gave so 
much heart to the British and 
French.”

Canada’s Voice.
“Canada’s voice, as expressed by 

your votes on election day, will 
carry an even greater measure of 
elation or despair to the contend­
ing forces in Europe.

“It will be significant to all 
democracies, for it will be the first 
vote of a free democracy cast in 
the present war where democracy 
is fighting for its existence.”

Dissolution of Parliament last 
January was dictated by his view 
of what would be in the best inter­
ests of Canada, in the interests of 
her war effort and in the interests 
of the Allies, Mr. King said.

“I have been only too well aware 
that my motives as well as my 
actions would be misconstrued by 
opponents in a political campaign., 
Having decided what I believed to 
be right I have not hesitated in 
acting upon that decision.”

Those elected Tuesday may be 
in office five years, the Prime 
Minister said. They would cer­
tainly have the task of guiding 
Canada’s war effort, possibly for 
a number of years, and might be 
the ones to voice Canada’s 
opinions at the peace table.

“The five years which lie before 
us will be the most difficult, the 
most dangerous, the most exacting 
five years in the history of this 
country.
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“During those five years our j 
security, our existence and the ! 
security and existence of free 
peoples the world over will be 
menaced as they have never been 
menaced before. I pray with all 
my heart that they will also make 
real the dream of a just and en­
during peace.

Great Two-fold Task.
“Those who will guide the des­

tinies of this nation are being 
called, therefore, to a great, two­
fold task—the making of war and 
the making of peace.”

Mr. King said he felt he re­
flected the thoughts of many 
when “I express the strongest pos­
sible resentment at the methods 
of political controversy adopted by 
Dr. Manion and a few of those 
who have supported him.”

“There has been a deliberate 
effort to destroy the reputations of 
public men. Slanderous attacks 
have been directed against men 
who have served this country 
faithfully, honestly and industri­
ously over many years.”

He questioned if there was a 
1 single Canadian who believed that

any member of the government 
“would knowingly countenance for 
one moment the betrayal of the 
national trust at a time when sore 
trials and great burdens are upon 
every man and woman in this 
country.”

The Prime Minister said that his 
own public career could not last 
much longer and there was little 
in the way of “honorable recogni­
tion” he could wish for beyond 
what he had already received.

In resenting abuse from political 
opponents the Prime Minister said 
he was thinking not of himself 
but “of the consequences which 
will follow if honorable men, valu­

ing their reputations, are deterred 
from entering Parliament rather 
than submit to the degraded 
standards of public controversy so 
evident in the present campaign.”

Dr. Manion’s campaign tour had 
been “strewn with promissory 
notes which he can never meet,

! with pledges he cannot redeem,” 
the Prime Minister said.

“In nearly every case it has 
been a pledge to spend the tax­
payer’s money on something which 
has nothing to do with winning 
the war.” The cost of keeping 
such promises “would be an im­
possible drain upon resources 
which will be desperately needed 
for the great task before us.”
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EXPERIENCE 
IN TASK TOLD 
BY PREMIER

Other Choice Is of 
Men Still Unknown, 
Loosely Tied, Claim

DEPLORES ABUSE

Ottawa, March 21 (CP).—Instead 
of discussing public issues on their 
merits, Conservative Leader Manion 
and some of his supporters made 
“a deliberate effort to destroy the 
reputations of public men,” Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King declared 
in a 30-minute Dominion election 
broadcast tonight.

Mr. King said substitution of “the 
grossest kind of personal abuse for 
political argument is the process 
which destroyed democratic govern­
ment in Germany, and is all too 
rapidly making its evil presence 
felt in our own land.”

In the last of his national network 
addresses over the Canadian Broad­
casting Corporation, Mr. King told 
the voters that in Tuesday’s Do­
minion election they would be help­
ing to select an Administration 
which would guide Canada through 
the war, and possibly represent Can­
ada at the peace table.

With the National Government 
Parly the only other group with 
enough candidates to form a Gov­
ernment if successful at the polls, 
Mr. King asked the electors to 
choose between an experienced Ad­
ministration and one made up of 
men “still unknown and bound to­
gether by no common principle or 
agreed policies.” ",
Would L**ve Untried Théorie».

Speaking of tWrd groups, none of 
which had enough candidates to 
form a Government, the Prime Min­
ister said their “untried theories” 
should be left for discussion after 
the war.

“A vote cast for the candidate of 
a political group without hope of 
a majority in Parliament cannot, 
In the present situation, be other 
than a vote against a strong, united 
Government. It may serve to frus­
trate Canada’s war effort; it can­
not possibly promote it,” he said.

Appealing for maintenance of that 
unity which he said his Adminis­
tration had brought Canada, the 
Prime Minister referred to the Que­
bec election of last October when | 
the endorsation of the Government’s j 
war effort “gave so much heart to 
the British and French.”

“Canada’s voice, as expressed by 
your votes on election day, will 
carry an even greater measure of 
elation or despair to the contending 
forces in Europe,” he continued.

“It will be significant to all de­
mocracies, for it will be the first | 
vote of a free democracy cast in a 
war where democracy is fighting 
for its existence.”
Defends Dissolution.

Dissolution of Parliament last 
January was dictated by his view 
of what would be in the best in­
terests of Canada, in the interests 
of her war effort and in the inter­
ests of the Allies, Mr. King said.

“I have been only too well aware 
that my motives as well as my ac­
tions would be misconstrued by op­
ponents in a political campaign. 
Having decided what I believed to 
ne right, I have not hesitated in 
acting upon that decision,” he added.

Those elected Tuesday may be in 
office five years, the Prime Minis­
ter said. They would certainly have 
the task of guiding Canada’s war 
effort, possibly for a number of 
years, and might be the ones to 
voice Canada’s opinions at the peace 
table.

“The five years which lie before

us will be the most difficult, the 
most dangerous, the most exacting 
five years in the history of this 
country,” he said.

“During those five years our se­
curity, our existence and the secur­
ity and existence of free peoples the 
world over will be menaced as they 
have never been before. I pray with 
all my heart that they will also 
make real the dream of a just and 
enduring peace.

“Those who will guide the des­
tinies of this nation are being called, 
therefore, to a great, twofold task— 
the .making of war and the making 
of peace.”
Resents Methods Used.

Mr. King said he felt he reflected 
the thoughts of many when “I ex­
press the strongest possible resent­
ment at the methods of political 
controversy adopted by Dr. Manion 
and a few of those who have sup­
ported him.

“There has been a deliberate ef­
fort to destroy the reputations of 
public men. Slanderous attacks have 
been directed against men who have 
served this country faithfully, hon­
estly and industriously over many 
years.”

He questioned if there was a 
single Canadian who believed that 
any member of the Government 
“would knowingly countenance for 
one moment the betrayal of the na­
tional trust at a time when sore 
trials and great burdens are upon 
every man and woman in this coun­
try.”

The Prime Minister said that his 
own public career could not last 
much longer, and there was little 
in the way of “honorable recogni­
tion” he could wish for beyond what 
he had already received.

In resenting abuse from political 
opponents, the Prime Minister said 
he was thinking not of himself, but 
“of the consequences which will fol­
low if honorable men, valuing their 
reputations, are deterred from en­
tering Parliament rather than sub­
mit to the degraded standards of 
public controversy so evident in the 
present campaign.”

Dr. Manion’s campaign tour had 
been “strewn with promissory notes 
which he can never meet, with 
pledges he cannot redeem,” the 
Prime Minister said.

“In nearly every case it has been 
a pledge to spend the taxpayers’ 
money on something which has 
nothing to do with winning the 
war.” The cost of keeping such 
promises “would be an impossible 
drain upon resources which will be 
desperately needed for the grea 
task before us.”
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Scores Gross 
Attacks On 
Public Men

Premier King Claims 
Deliberate Effort 
Destroy Reputations

Instead of discussing public 
issues on their merits, Conser­
vative Leader Manion and 
some of his supporters made 
“a deliberate effort to destroy 
the reputations of public men”, j 
Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King declared in a 30-minute 
Dominion election broadcast 
Thursday night.

Mr. King said substitution of 
“the grossest kind of personal 
abuse for political argument is 
the process which destroyed demo­
cratic government in Germany, 
and is all too rapidly making its 
evil presence felt in our own 
land.”

Will Be War Government.
In the last of his national net­

work addresses over the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation facil­
ities Mr. King told the voters that 
in Tuesday’s Dominion election 
they would be helping to select 
an administration which would 
guide Canada through the war, 
and possibly represent Canada at 
the peace table.

With the National Govern­
ment party, the only other 
group with enough candidates 
to form a government if suc­
cessful at the polls, Mr. King 
asked the electors to choose 
between an experienced ad-

I
ministration and one made 
up of men “still unknown and 
bound together by no com­
mon principle or agreed 
policies”.
Speaking of third groups, none 

of which had enough candidates 
to form a government, the Prime 
Minister said their “untried 
theories” should be left for dis­
cussion after the war.

Would Frustrate Effort.
“A vote cast for the candidate 

of a political group without hope 
of a majority in Parliament can­
not, in the present situation, be 
other than a vote against a strong, 
united government. It may serve 
to frustrate Canada’s war effort; 
it cannot possibly promote it.”

Appealing for maintenance of 
that unity which he said his ad­
ministration had brought Can- 

I ada, the Prime Minister referred 
■ to the Quebec election of last Oc- 
• tober when the endorsation given 
i the Government’s war effort, “gave 

so much heart to the British and 
French.”

“Canada's voice, as ex­
pressed by your votes on elec­
tion clay, will carry an even 
greater measure of elation or 
despair to the contending 
forces in Europe.
“It will be significant to all 

democracies, for it will be the 
first vote of a free democracy cast 
in the present war where democ­
racy is fighting for its existence.”

Dissolution of Parliament last 
January was dictated by his view 
of what woujd be in the best in­
terests of Canada, in the inter­
ests of her war effort and in the 
interests of the Allies, Mr. King 
said.

“I have been only too well 
aware that my motives as well 
as my actions would be miscon­
strued by opponents in a political 
campaign. Having decided what 
I believed to be right I have not 
hesitated ih acting upon that 
decision.”

“I think that even our op- j 
ponents are beginning to see that ! 
I was right in not permitting a 
political campaign to be started 
in Parliament, and followed later 
by another in the country. You 
will probably agree, also, that I 
was right in making it possible 
for all the men in our defence 
forces to cast their votes under

[ the most favorable conditions, and " 
: to have the elections concluded 
before war itself bursts forth in 
all its fury. Are you not heartily 

i glad that the past eight weeks 
are over? Can you bear to think 

! of what, it would mean to us all 
1 if the campaign were still some 
i weeks or months away, or were 
just about to begin instead of 
happily being, as it is, almost at 
its close.”

Those elected Tuesday may be 
in office five years, the Prime 
Minister said. They would cer­
tainly have the task of guiding 
Canada’s war effort, possibly for 
a number of years, and might be 
the ones to voice Canada’s opin- 

1 ions at the peace table.
“The five years which lie be- , 

fore us will be the most difficult, 
j the most dangerous, the most ex- 
, acting five years in the history of 
! this country.

“During those five years our j 
security, our existence and the 
security and existence of free i 
peoples the world over will be j 
menaced as they have never been j 
menaced before. I pray with all 
my heart that they will also make j 
real the dream of a just and en- ! 
during peace.

“Those who will guide the des- 
i tinies of this nation are being 
called, therefore, to a great, two- 

| fold task—the making of war and 
the making of peace.”

Mr. King said he felt he reflect­
ed the thoughts of many when "I 
express the strongest possible re­
sentment at the mthods of politi­
cal controversy adopted by Dr. 
Manion and a few of those who 

I have supported him”.
Attack on Reputations.

1 “There has been a deliberate 
I effort to destroy the reputations 
i of public men. Slanderous at- 
) tacks have been directed against
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men who have served this coun­
try faithfully, honestly and indus­
triously over many years.”

He questioned if there was a 
single Canadian who believed that 
any member of the Government 
“would knowingly countenance for 
one moment the betrayal of the 
national trust at a time when 
sore trials and great burdens are 
upon every man and woman in 
this country”.

The Prime Minister said that 
his own public career could not 
last much longer and there was 
little in the way of “honorable 
recognition” he could wish for be­
yond what he had already re­
ceived.

In resenting abuse from polit­
ical opponents the Prime Minister 
said he was thinking not of him­
self but “of the consequences 
which will follow if honorable 
men, valuing their reputations, are 
deterred from entering Parliament 
rather than submit to the degraded 
standards of public controversy so 
evident in the present campaign”.

Dr. Manion’s campaign tour had 
been “strewn with promissory 
notes which he can never meet, 
with pledges he cannot redeem", 
the Prime Minister said.

“In nearly every case it has 
been a pledge to spend the tax­
payer’s money on something which 
has nothing to do with winning 
the war.” The cost of keeping 
such promises “would be an im­
possible drain upon resources 
which will be desperately needed 
for the great task before us”.

Spendthrift Recklessness.
Dr. Manion, the Prime Minister 

said, did not appear to be worry­
ing over the promises he had 
made in the course of the cam­
paign. “They do worry, however, 
his own followers and the news­
papers who support him”, Mr. 
King said. “They are aghast at his 
spendthrift recklessness. They 
would worry, too, the taxpayers 
of Canada if they ever became 
effective. They should worry, too, 
all those who believe in a vigor­
ous war effort, because the cost of 
keeping them would be an im­
possible drain upon the resources 
which will be desperately needed 
for the great task before us.”

Dr. Manion, he continued, had 
asked the electors to judge the 
present government upon its 
record of performance and yet he 
wanted them to entrust the gov- 1 
eminent of the country to the na-1 
tional government he proposed', 
“upon a record of promises”.

The duty of the voters, said Mr. 
King, was “to choose a strong and 
united government, able to hold 
this country constant and able by 
reason of plans wisely laid, to 
speed the momentum of war until 
victory is achieved. This is a war­
time election, and it is a wartime 
government that is being chosen.

“I know that, throughout this 
country the belief is widely and 
generally held that there should 
be no change at the present time.
I believe that, the public realizes 
that in spite of some shortcomings, 
some omissions, some imperfec­
tions, this Government has done a 
good job.

“Any wise man must know that 
no country can be at one and the 
same time a great, democracy 
cherishing peace, and a military 
autocracy planning for war. When 
peace was possible we did every­
thing within our power to pre­
serve it. When peace was threat­
ened, we did what we could as a 
peaceful democracy to prepare for 
war in a manner which appealed 
even to our present critics.

“When the peace of the world 
was finally broken, we did every­
thing possible to co-operate with 
our Allies in the waging of war. 
Even our present critics approved 
of what we did, until the election 
opened up for them a vision of 
office, and inspired them with a, 
dream of power”, he declarer
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^rime Minister 

Deplores Abuse 
Of Public Men
Charges Conservatives Are 

Making “Deliberate Ef­
fort to Destroy Reputa­
tions'’ Faithful Servants.
Instead of discussing pub­

lic issues on their merits, 
Conservative Leader Manion 
and some of his supporters 
made “a deliberate effort to 
destroy the reputations of 
public men,” Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King declared in 
a 30-minute Dominion elec­
tion broadcast last night.

“Its Evil Presence.”
Mr. King said substitution of 

“the grossest kind of personal 
abuse" for political argument is 
the process which destroyed demo- : 
cratic government in Germany, 
and is all too rapidly making its 
evil presence felt in our own land.

In the last of his national net­
work addresses over the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation facili­
ties Mr. King told the voters that 
in Tuesday’s Dominion election 
they would be helping to select an 
administration which would guide 
Canada through the war, and pos­
sibly represent Canada at the 
peace table.

With the National Government 
party, the only other group with i 
enough candidates to form a gov­
ernment if successful at the polls, 
Mr. King asked the electors to 
choose between an experienced ad­
ministration and one made up of 
men “still unknown and bound to­
gether by no common principle or 
agreed policies.”

Speaking of third groups, none 
of which had enough candidates 
to form a government, the Prime 
Minister said their “untried 
theories" should be left for discus­
sion after the war.

“A vote cast for the candidate 
of a political group without hope 
of a majority in Parliament can­
not, in the present situation, be 
other than a vote against a strong, 
united government. It may serve 
to frustrate Canada’s war effort; 
it cannot possibly promote it.”

Appealing for maintenance of 
that unity which he said his ad­
ministration had brought Canada, 
the Prime Minister referred to the 
Quebec election of last October 
when the endorsation given the 
government’s war effort “gave so 
much heart to the British and 
French.”

Canada’s Voice.
“Canada’s voice, as expressed by 

your votes on election day, will 
carry an even greater measure of, 
elation or despair to the contend- j 
ing forces in Europe.

“It will be significant to all 
democracies, for it will be the first 
vote of a free democracy cast in 
the present war where democracy 
is fighting for its existence.”

Dissolution of Parliament last 
January was dictated by his view 
of what would be in the best inter­
ests of Canada, in the interests of 
her war effort and in the interests 
of the Allies, Mr. King said.

“I have been only too well aware 
that my motives as well as my 
actions would be misconstrued by 
opponents in a political campaign. 
Having decided what I believed to 
be right I have not hesitated in 
acting upon that decision.”

Those elected Tuesday may be 
in office five years, the Prime 
Minister’ said. They would cer­
tainly have the task of guiding 
Canada’s war effort, possibly for 
a. number of years, and might be 
the ones to voice Canada’s 
opinions at the peace table.

“The five years which lie before 
us will be the most difficult, the 
most dangerous, the most exacting 
five years in the history of this 
country.
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“During those five years our 
security, our existence and the 
security and existence of free 
peoples the world over will be 
menaced as they have never been 
menaced before. I pray with all 
my heart that they will also make 
real the dream of a just and en­
during peace.

Great Two-fold Task.
“Those who will guide the des­

tinies of this nation are being 
called, therefore, to a great, two­
fold task—the making of war and 
the making of peace.”

Mr. King said he felt he re­
flected the thoughts of many 
when “I express the strongest pos­
sible resentment at the methods 
of political controversy adopted by 
Dr. Manion and a few of those 
who have supported him.”

“There has been a deliberate 
effort to destroy the reputations of 
public men. Slanderous attacks 
have been directed against men 
who have served this country 
faithfully, honestly and industri­
ously over many years.”

He questioned if there was a 
single Canadian who believed that
any member of the government 
“would knowingly countenance for 
one moment the betrayal of the 
national trust at a time when sore 
trials and great burdens are upon 
every man and woman in this 
country.”

The Prime Minister said that his 
own public career could not last 
much longer and there was little 
in the way of “honorable recogni­
tion” he could wish for beyond 
what he had already received.

In resenting abuse from political 
opponents the Prime Minister said 
he was thinking not of himself 
but “of the consequences which 
will follow if honorable men, valu­

ing their reputations, are deterred 
from entering Parliament rather 
than submit to the degraded 
standards of public controversy so 
evident in the present campaign.”

Dr. Manion's campaign tour had 
been “strewn with promissory 
notes which he can never meet 
with pledges he cannot redeem ” 
the Prime Minister said.

“In nearly every case it has 
been a pledge to spend the tax­
payer’s money on something which 
has nothing to do with winning 
the war.” The cost of keeping 
such promises “would be an im­
possible drain upon resources 
which will be desperately needed 
for the great task before us.”
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Prime Minister 
Deplores Abuse 
Of Public Men
Charges Conservatives Are 

Making “Deliberate Ef­
fort to Destroy Reputa­
tions” Faithful Servants.
Instead of discussing pub­

lic issues on their merits, 
Conservative Leader Manion 
and some of his supporters 
made “a deliberate effort to 
destroy the reputations of 
public men,” Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King declared in 
a 30-minute Dominion elec­
tion broadcast last night.

“Its Evil Presence.”
Mr. King said substitution of 

“the grossest kind of personal 
abuse” for political argument is 
the process which destroyed demo­
cratic government in Germany, 
and is all too rapidly making its 
evil presence felt in our own land.

In the last of his national net­
work addresses over the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation facili­
ties Mr. King told the voters that 
in Tuesday’s Dominion election 
they would be helping to select an 
administration which would guide 
Canada through the war. and pos­
sibly represent Canada at the 
peace table.

With the National Government 
party, the only other group with 
enough candidates to form a gov­
ernment if successful at the polls, 
Mr. King asked 'the electors to 
choose between an experienced ad­
ministration and one made up of 
men “still unknown and bound to­
gether by no common principle or 
agreed policies.”

Speaking of third groups, none 
of which had enough candidates 
to form a government, the Prime 
Minister said their “untried 
theories” should be left for discus­
sion after the war.

‘‘A vote cast for the candidate 
of a political group without hope 
of a majority in Parliament can­
not, in the present situation, be 
other than a vote against a strong, 
united government. It may serve 
to frustrate Canada’s war effort; 
it cannot possibly promote it.”

Appealing for maintenance of 
that unity which he said his ad­
ministration had brought Canada, 
the Prime Minister referred to the 
Quebec election of last October 
when the endorsation given the 
government’s war effort “gave so 
much heart to the British and 
French.”

Canada’s Voice.
“Canada’s voice, as expressed by 

your votes on election day, will 
carry an even greater measure of 
elation or despair to the contend­
ing forces in Europe.

“It will be significant to all 
democracies, for it will be the first 
vote of a free democracy cast in 
the present war where democracy 
is fighting for its existence.”

Dissolution of Parliament last 
January was dictated by his view 
of what would be in the best inter­
ests of Canada, in the interests of 
her war effort and in the interests 
of the Allies, Mr. King said.

“I have been only too well aware 
that my motives as well as my 
actions would be misconstrued by 
opponents in a political campaign. 
Having decided what I believed to 
be right I have not hesitated in 
acting upon that decision.”

Those elected Tuesday may be 
in office five years, the Prime 
Minister said. They would cer­
tainly have the task of guiding 
Canada’s war effort, possibly for 
a number of years, and might be 
the ones to voice Canada’s 
opinions at the peace table.

“The five years which lie before 
us will be the most difficult, the 
most dangerous, the most exacting 
five years in the history of this 
country.

Office of
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“During those five years our 
security, our existence and the 
security and existence of free 
peoples the world over will be 
menaced as they have never been 
menaced before. I pray with all 
my heart that they will also make 
real the dream of a just and en­
during peace.

Great Two-fold Task.
“Those who will guide the des­

tinies of this nation are being 
railed, therefore, to a great, two­
fold task—the making of war and 
the making of peace.”

Mr. King said he felt he re­
flected the thoughts of many 
when “I express the strongest pos­
sible resentment at the methods 
of political controversy adopted by 
3r. Manion and a few of those 
wno have supported him.”

“There has been a deliberate 
effort to destroy the reputations of 
public men. Slanderous attacks 
have been directed against men 
who have served this country 
faithfully, honestly and industri­
ously over many years.”

He questioned if there was a 
single Canadian who believed that

ing their reputations, are deterred 
from entering Parliament rather 
than submit to the degraded 
standards of public controversy so 
evident in the present campaign.”

Dr. Manion *s campaign tour had 
been "strewn with promissory 
notes which he can never meet, 
with pledges he cannot redeem,” 
the Prime Minister said.

“In nearly every case it has 
been a pledge to spend the tax­
payer’s money on something which 
has nothing to do with winning 
the war.” The cost of keeping 
such promises “would be an im­
possible drain upon resources 
which will be desperately neededj 
for the great task before us.” yi

any member of the government 
“would knowingly countenance for 
one moment the betrayal of the 
national trust at a time when sore 
trials and great burdens are upon 
every man and woman in this 
country.”

The Prime Minister said that his 
own public career could not last 
much longer and there was little 
in the way of “honorable recogni­
tion” he could wish for beyond 
what he had already received.

In resenting abuse from political 
opponents the Prime Minister1 said 
he was thinking not of himself 
but “of the consequences which 
will follow if honorable men, valu-
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Personalities irk
CANADIAN^
He Accuses Opposition Head 

of Trying to Destroy Public 
Men’s Reputations

REDUCED MAJORITY SEEN

National Government Party 
Gains Held Unlikely to 
Upset Liberal Regime

Special to The New York Times.
OTTAWA, March 21 - Tonight 

j Premier W. L. Mackenzie King, in 
his final election broadcast from J Ottawa, began by emphasizing the 

I importance of the election inas- 
| much as it was the first vote of a 
free democracy cast during a war 
in which democracy was fighting 
for its existence.

Answering criticisms directed at 
his failure to make a nationwide 
speech-making tour, he defended 
his course on the ground that with 
most of his colleagues absent in 
different parts of the country some 
one had to carry on the country’s 
business and it was particularly 
vital that he himself, since he was 
Minister for External Affairs as well 
as Premier, should remain in Otta­
wa.

He also defended the war record 
of his Ministry, which, he claimed, 
entitled it to a fresh mandate, and 
he expressed deep resentment at 
the methods of political controversy 
employed by Dr. R. J. Manion, 
leader of the Conservative Opposi­
tion, and some of his associates 
who, instead of discussing public 
issues on their merits, had delib­
erately tried to destroy the reputa­
tion of public men by slanderous 
attacks.

He charged that Dr. Manion, in­
stead of expounding policies about 
the war, had been scattering prom­
ises about domestic questions with 
such a reckless hand that the cost 
of keeping them would entail an 
impossible drain upon resources 
which would be desperately needed 
for the grim task ahead.

During the present week there 
have been well-defined indications 
of a swing of public sentiment in 
favor of the National Government 
party, but the Liberals, while they 
admit its existence, maintain that 
it is not sufficiently serious to hold 
any danger of defeat for the gov­
ernment.

A substantial number of voters 
are taking the view that the Mac­
kenzie King Ministry is likely to be 
returned and that as it is by no 
means perfect it is in the national 
interest that it should not have too 
large a majority and should be con­
fronted by a strong opposition ca­
pable of calling it to account. So, 
in the closing week of the election 
all these factors are operating 
against the government and are 
causing some anxiety in minis­
terial circles.

B51A
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Mackenzie King Asks Harry \ 

Cory to Stop South Hast­
ings Campaign

Special to The Star
Belleville, March 23.—Harry Cory, 

self-styled “King Liberal,” has been 
asked by Premier King to withdraw 
from the federal election campaign 
in South Hastings and support Mac- 
Lean Haig, official Liberal candidate. 
Cory was beaten by 40 votes at the 
nominating convention when Haig 
was chosen.

In a telegram to Mr. Cory, Mr. 
King said: “I would say that where 
two or more Liberal candidates are 
running in any constituency, the 
only candidate entitled to recogni­
tion by the government is the one 
recognized as the official candidate. 
In South Hastings, Mr. MacLean 
Haig is, as you are aware, the official. 
Liberal candidate. My colleagues 
and I are of the view that any candi­
date in the present campaign who is 
not the official condidate of the 
party, if running as a Liberal, how­
ever well intended his motives may 
be, is thereby making more difficult 
the return of the government candi­
date by continuing in the campaign. 
Pie may even jeopardize the chances 
of a supporter of the government 
being returned. In these circum­
stances, we could not possibly accord 
recognition in any constituency to 
anyone other than the candidate who 
has been recognized from the be­
ginning as the official candidate. 
If your desire is to support the pre­
sent administration, I sincerely hope 
you may find it possible, instead of 
risking the defeat of Mr. Haig by 
dividing the Liberal support, to with­
draw your candidature and have 
your friends join with you in making 
perfectly certain of his return to 
Parliament on Tuesday next. Such 
an attitude on your part would be 
greatly appreciated by my colleagues 
and myself.”

Mr. Cory said his position was un­
changed; that he would continue to 
campaign as an unofficial candidate.
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PREMIER ASKS

TO PUSH EFFORT
Government Must Be Solidly 

Supported in Eyes of 
World, He Says

REVIEWS WAR WORK

By H. R. ARMSTRONG
Ottawa, March 23.—An appeal for 

a clear and unquestioned mandate 
“to speed the momentum of war 
until victory is achieved.” was 
issued to Canadian electors by 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King in 
a nationwide broadcast. Warning 
his hearers that the most dif­
ficult. most dangerous and most 
exacting years in its history are fac­
ing the Dominion, Premier King 
declared: “The present government 
is in a better position to carry on 
than any newly formed administra­
tion could possibly be. But if the 
government’s prosecution of the war 
is to be strong and decisive it will 
need to be supported, in the eyes 
of the world as well as in its own 
eyes, by a national verdict that is 
unmistakable. It will need not 
only your support, but your over­
whelming support to fortify it in the 
stormy and shattering days that are 
before us.

“Should this great task be en- 
trusted by you to the present ad- !

Reviewing the war achievements 
of his government. Premier King 
pointed out that even those who 
were now criticizing the government 
for political motives had approved 
of what had been done, “until the 
election opened up for them a vision 
of office and inspired them with a 
dream of power.”

Opposition speakers had assailed 
the motives and characters of meq 
who valued their personal honor 
above all else. "Was this necessary 
to the winning of the election, to say 
nothing of the winning of the war?” 
Mr. King demanded.

Mr. King charged that Dr. Maniori 
had toured Canada, making promises 
which appealed to sectional interests 
and prejudices and which could not: 
be kept without expenditure of pub 
lie funds badly needed for war pur­
poses.

ministration, we will continue to ' 
: work undaunted for victory and a 1 
just and lasting peace. I. pledge to 
your service the strength of our 
united labors.”

In these critical days, the prime 
, minister asserted, the government 
| shouldn’t be handed over to men 
| practically all of whom are still un- 
I known and who are bound together 
by no common principles or policies.
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ALLIES, AND THE ENEMY TOO 
' EYEING VOTE, SAYS MR. KING

___________________ I

Calls for United Canada Behind Nationwide War Effort— 

Need Tried Pilot at Helm During Stormy

Days

Ottawa, March 23.—Outcome of 
the Dominion election is being 
watched with deepest concern, not 
only by the Allies, but by the 
enemy, Premier King told Canadian 
electors in his latest election broad­
cast in the course of which he 
asked that they back his govern­
ment, “for a united war effort by 
a united Canada.” He spoke Thurs­
day night over a coast-to-coast 
hook-up. His text:

This is the last of the nation­
wide broadcasts which I shall make 
to you before you go to the polls on 
Tuesday next. I feel sure you all 
realize that on that day you will 
be discharging a most important 
and serious duty. By your indi­
vidual vote, you will be helping to 
determine what government is to 
manage the affairs of Canada dur­
ing the next five fateful "years. It 
will affect your own well-being 
and the well-being of all your 
fellow citizens. Of all elections, this, 
of course, is true. But your in­
dividual vote in the present elec­
tions will have an effect far beyond 
that which it would have in 
ordinary times. This year it. will 
be immediately related to all that 
pertains to war and peace.

You know what Canada’s war 
effort has been. You have heard 
from British and French statesmen 
what it has meant to the Allied 
powers since the outbreak of war. 
Your decision is being awaited with 
deep concern not by our country 
only but by the Allied powers and 
by the enemy. You know how 
anxious they were, across the seas, 
in October last, when the war 
effort of Canada’s federal govern­
ment was challenged in the pro­
vince of Quebec. Nothing since the 
outbreak of war gave so much 
heart to the British and the French, 
or so disappointed the desires and 
hopes of the enemy, as the evidence 
that election afforded of a united 
war effort of a united Canada.

Ahead
Vote Touches Europe

Canada’s voice as expressed by i 
your votes on election day will 
carry an even greater measure of 
elation or despair to the contending 
forces in Europe. It will be full of 
meaning as well, to the small na­
tions that are seeking to protect 
their freedom. It will be significant 
for all democracies. For it will be 
the first vote of. a free democracy 
cast in a war where democracy is 
fighting for its existence.

On that day, before you mark 
your ballots, it will be your duty 
to look as far ahead as you can. 
Remember that the present war 
may last for years. No one can say 
how long it may last, nor to what 
dimensions it may grow. When it 
ends will come the making of 
peace. Should that be within the 
lifetime of the new parliament, the 
government that you choose to ad­
minister your affairs on Tuesday 
next will be the government to 
voice your views at the peace-table. 
.When you cast your ballots on 
Tuesday next consider also that 
momentous fact.

For most people, it is always a 
little difficult to look into the 
future. At all times, our feelings 
and prejudices are apt to blind 
our vision. Too frequently they con­
trol our judgment. This is true in 
politics at all times, even in peace 
times. It is doubly true at a time 
of war when tempers are frayed, 
minds are impatient, passions easily 
aroused, and hatreds intensified. 
And yet, there is no time in which 
this ability to look ahead, to see 
beyond the immediate present, to 
judge conditions not only as they 
are, but as they are likely to be, 
is so greatly needed as in time of 
war.

Duty to Look Ahead
I cannot over-emphasize that 

truth. And if it is your duty to 
look ahead at election time, it has 
been, my duty at all times.
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During recent years, when world 
conditions were steadily deteriorat­
ing, when the world's peace was 
threatened, when the hopes of sav­
ing it were imperilled, it was my 
duty each and every day, calmly 
to consider the future. When na­
tional unity was endangered, when 
the leader of the opposition was 
demanding a general election in 
July and August of last year, when 
war came in September, when I 
had to consider the summoning of 
parliament in war session, and re­
commending to parliament Canada’s 
participation at the side of Britain 
and France, I had again carefully 
to look beyond the present to the 
future. I had particularly consider­
ed the future, as well as the cir­
cumstances then existing when I 
recommended the dissolution of 
parliament and an immediate elec­
tion. I, of course, have been only 
too well aware that my motives as 
well as my actions would be mis­
construed by opponents in a poli­
tical campaign. I had however but 
one question to ask myself: What, 
in the interests of Canada, in the 
interests of Canada’s war effort, 
in the cause of the Allies, was the 
right thing to do? Having decided 
upon what I believed to be right, 
I have not hesitated in acting upon 
that decision.

Democratic Way 
In deciding upon the right course, 

I have had to guide me such poli­
tical experience and wisdom as I 
have gained in a life-time spent in 
the country’s service. I have also 
fortunately had what is most valu­
able of all, the counsel and advice 
of able, trusted and experienced 
colleagues, with whom, over many 
years, I have fully shared every 
confidence in matters of common, 
national concern.
"‘Where no counsel is, the people 

fall;
"‘But in the multitude of counsellors 

there is safety.”
That ancient proverb I have kept 

(constantly in mind throughout the 
whole of my public life. One of 
the curses of our age has been 
that the decisions affecting the 
lives of multitudes have been made 
and are being made without reflec­
tion, consultation or knowledge, by 
irresponsible and inexperienced 
men.

„ Must Stay at Helm 
In parliament and during the 

present elections—as recently even 
as last night—I have been taken 
to task by the leader of the op­
position for having remained at the 
seat of government, instead of mak­
ing repeated journeys across the 
Dominion. I have gained my ac­
quaintance with Canada and her

problems by the study of a life­
time and by daily association and 
correspondence with representative 
citizens from all parts of the coun­
try. I made my position in this 
regard quite clear in parliament I 
over a year ago.

These are the words I used: “The | 
position of the leader of a govern­
ment in Canada today is not un­
like that of the captain of a ship 
when the ship is in a storm. The 
captain of the ship must not be 
spending his time wandering among 
the passengers on the decks; his 
place is at the helm.” Some say. I i 
should have said “on the bridge.” j 
The meaning, I think, is perfectly j 
clear. I continued: “Mr. Speaker, Ij 
intend to remain at the helm of j 
this ship of state just so long as ; 
I have the confidence of the people I 
of Canada, and have strength j 
enough to perform the duties of j 
my office.”

But if I have to gain that con­
fidence by going back and forth 
across the country, making speeches 
here and there, and by seeking to 
cater to local tastes and prejudices,
I do not wish to occupy office for 
a day. So long as God gives me 

j strength to do my duty, 1 shall 
seek to serve the country as best 
1 can, according to the light my 
conscience may give me.

Must Carry On
i I need not tell you, ladies and 
| gentlemen, that in past years I 
j have known no greater privilege j 
! than the opportunity a general elec- 
| tion affords of meeting and greet-1 
! ing large numbers of my fellow 
! citizens. I have always immensely | 
enjoyed visiting all parts of the j 
Dominion, and addressing public J 
meetings. In the present campaign, j 
I would particularly have wel- | 
corned that opportunity. I have 
never felt more deeply the im­
portance of the issue. I have never 
realized more clearly the far-, 
reaching possible consequences of 
the outcome of the contest itself. I 
would have liked to discuss them 
with you face to face. This is a 
time of war. There is no parliament ; 
in existence. Most of my colleagues ! 
are necessarily absent in different | 
parts of the country. The business 
of government must still be carried 
on. Daily attention must be given 
to vital questions affecting the 
business of the country and par­
ticularly the conduct of the war. 
The prime minister of Canada is, by 
law and custom, also the secretary 
of state for external affairs. Our 
external affairs include foreign 
affairs and inter-imperial relations.
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Since the outbreak of war, not a : 
day has passed in the course of 
which telegrams and despatches of 
the utmost importance have not 
been received and immediate de­
cisions required. In these circum­
stances, I’ have had no other choice 
but to give the responsibilities of 
my office my first attention and : 
to make the country’s affairs my ! 
first duty.

Country Before Parly
In this, at least, I hope I have ; 

placed country before party. In this 
too, as in all else, 1 have had to 
look to the future. I have had to 
consider the obligations that will 
continue.to rest upon my shoulders 
should the present administration 
be sustained, and what my duties 
will be the morning after the elec­
tions, when calm judgment will, 
more than ever, be required for the 
decisions that have hourly to be 
made.

In the part which I have taken 
in the campaign in public meetings 
and on the air, I think you will 
have observed that I have tried 
to promote a fair and calm discus­
sion of our national affairs. I have 
been careful to avoid inflicting 
personal wounds upon those who 
have differed from me and with 
whom, in your interests it may be 
necessary for me hereafter to 
associate in parliament or else­
where. I have sought to avoid 
coercion of thought and of speech.
I have tried to make my appeal 
without bitterness to your intelli­
gence and your reason. I have not 
neglected thç campaign. Fortunate­
ly, the radio has made it possible 
for me, with few absences from 
the capital, to speak to a larger 
number of my fellow-citizens than 
I could possibly have addressed in 
any other way in previous elections.

The Big Issue
For your understanding of all 

this, and for giving me the oppor­
tunity of talking to you in your 
îomes, in your offices, and your 
nceting places, I would like to ex- 
mess my warmest thanks.

In previous broadcasts, and in 
>ther public addresses, I have tried 
o put the issues before you clearly.

[ would like to remind you once 
again that you are being asked to 
decide what group of men working 
together in harmony of thought and 
solidarity of purpose, can best use 
their abilities and their experience 
for the furtherance of Canada’s war 
effort, and the maintenance of a 
united country. A united war effort 
and a united Canada—never forget 
that the two are inseparable.

Vou are selecting men not for 
a month, not for a year, but it may 
be for five years. The five years 
that lie before us will not be easier 
than the five years which lie be­
hind us. They will be the most dif­
ficult, the most dangerous, the most 
exacting five years in the history 
of this country. During those five 
years, our security, our existence, 
and the security and existence of 
free peoples the world over, will be 
menaced as they have never been 
menaced before. I pray with all 
my heart that they will also make 
real the dream of a just and endur­
ing peace. Those who will guide 
the destinies of this nation arc 
being called therefore to a great 
two-l'old task—the making of war 
and the making of peace.

Examine Records 
In choosing the persons to repre­

sent you and your interests in the 
tasks of war and peace, you will 
do well carefully to examine the 
records of the men who are offer­
ing to serve you. There are two 
questioiis which it seems to me you 
will wish to ask yourselves, and 
the answers to which will help

you to a wise decision, iney are, 
in a sense, one question expressed 
in different terms. In the interests 
of all concerned, is it not most 
prudent and wise to entrust the 
war-time government of Canada to 
men who are known to all the 
country, tried in the school of ex­
perience, familiar with the prob­
lems to be faced, and advocates of 
policies which are known and 
widely supported — men who, 
throughout, have been united by 
a community of views? Or to ex-1 
press it another way: Should the | 
government in these critical days ; 
be handed over to men, practically j 
all of who are still unknown and : 
who are bound together by no 5 
common principles and agreed i 
policies?

Something more, however, is re­
quired of the people of Canada at 
this time than merely to decide 
what particular government is to 
hold office. If Canada’s war effort 
is to be sustained, it is imperative 
that no doubts be left in the mind 
of any one that the government that 
is to carry on Canada’s war effort 
has the nation solidly at its back.

What it Means
That does not mean that in sup­

porting the present administration, 
should such be your desire, you 
are approving of each and every 
detail of its war administration. It 
means that recognizing the enor­
mous problems with whiçh the pre­
sent administration has been faced 
in its war effort, you believe it has 
done as well, if not better, than
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any other administration similarly 
placed could have done. It means 
you feel that with the knowledge 
it already possesses, and the ex­
perience which it has already 
gained, the present government is 
in a better position to carry on than 
any newly-formed administration 
could possibly be.

Plcafse do not forget that what 
is being chosen on March the 26th 
is Canada's war-time government. 
That, if the government’s action in 
the prosecution of the war is to 
be strong and decisive, its man­
date must be clear and unquestion­
ed. The government that is to 
carry on will need the encourage­
ment of your hands upon its 
shoulders. It will need to be sup­
ported, in the eyes of the world, 
as well as in its own eyes, by a 
national verdict that is unmistak­
able.

I

I

Defines Danger
And, just here, let me say that 

there is a very real danger involved 
in voting for the candidates of 
political groups which cannot hope 
themselves to form a government. 
However great may be the sym­
pathies which are felt for the peace­
time objects of third parties, the 
pursuit of these objects in a time 
of war will serve only to distract 
our energies from the all-important 
task of prosecuting the war to a 
successful conclusion. Unless the 
war is won, these groups, and their 
hopes and policies as well, will 
disappear in the universal disaster. 
When victory has been achieved, 
there will be time, in the peace 
which has been secured, to thresh 
out our domestic differences, and 
to contest the rival merits of un­
tried political theories.

At this time, all our efforts must 
be directed to winning the victory 
and achieving the peace. I earnestly 
submit that, in casting his ballot, 
every citizen should put out of his 
mind all other questions except one 
—will my vote contribute to the 
establishment and maintenance of a 
strong, united government, capable 
of a strong, united war effort? A 
vote cast for the candidate of a 
political group without hope of a 
majority in parliament cannot, in 
the present situation, be other than 
a vote against a strong, united gov­
ernment. It may serve to frustrate 
Canada's war effort; it cannot pos­
sibly promote it.

Resents Methods________
There is one other matter to wnu.n 

I wish to refer. It concerns not only 
the next parliament, but the future 
of the public life of this country.
I believe that I-am stating what is 
in the minds of hundreds of thou­
sands of men and women of Canada 
when I express the strongest pos­
sible ressatment at the methods of 
political controversy which have 
been adopted by Dr. Manion and not 
a few of those who have supported 
him on public platforms throughout 
the present campaign. Instead of 
discussing public . issues on their 
merits, there has been a deliberate 
effort to destroy the reputations of 
oublie men. Slanderous personal at­
tacks have been launched against 
men who have served this country 
faithfully, honestly and industrious-1 
ly over many years, and at no time j 
more than in this hour of its greatest j 

; need. You have heard assailed in 
j public meetings, and in your own , 

homes, the motives and characters | 
of men who value their personal ;

; honor above all else. Was this neces- ! 
sary to the winning of the election, i 
to say nothing of the winning of the I 
war?

“Do I Need to Ask?”
Do I need to ask if there is a single I 

Canadian, worthy of the name, who i 
in his or her own heart really be­
lieves that my colleagues and my­
self, carrying out the greatest re­
sponsibility in the name of the Can­
adian people, would knowingly 
countenance for one moment the 
betrayal of the national trust at a 
time when sore trials and great 
burdens are upon every man and 
woman in this country? Does anyone 
think that there is a single member 
of the administration, with the eyes 
not only of the country, but also of 
his own associates of the cabinet ! 
upon him, who would knowingly or 
negligently permit the advancement 
of the personal interest, either of 
himself, his friends, or his associates,

to the detriment of the public wel- j 
fare, or the surrender of accepted j 
standards of public conduct? Hun- i 
dreds of my fellow citizens who j 
normally do not support the Liberal I 
party have intimated to me in the 
course of the present campaign that 
they propose to show at the polls 
oai Tuesday next their condemnation ; 
of thé attempt to substitute abuse 
for argument, and personalities for 
policies.

Duty and Privilege
I have been in the parliament of 

Canada for twenty-five years, and 
in the public service of my country 
for a much longer time. I have al­
ways considered public service both 
a privilege and a duty. My own 
public career cannot last, in the very
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nature of things, for many more
years. Even if I desired it, there is 
little I could wish for in the way of 
honorable recognition beyond what I 
have already received. I am con­
tent to leave the name I bear, as I 
am the names of those from whom 
I received it, to the safekeeping of 
those who cherish a respect for in­
tegrity in public life and honor, the 
traditions of disinterested public ser­
vice. It is, however, not of myself 
I am thinking at the moment. I am 
thinking of the future of our coun­
try. I am thinking of the conse­
quences which will follow if honor­
able men, valuing their reputations, 
are deterred from entering our 
parliament and our legislature rather 
than submit to the degraded stand­
ards of public controversy so evident 
in the present campaign. What is to 
become of our country if the affairs 
of government are, in consequence, 
to be left to men of the type who 
substitute for political argument the 
grossest kind of personal abuse? 
That is the process which destroyed 
democratic government in Germany, j 
It is all too rapidly making its evil | 
presence felt in our own land.

Promise For Policies 
Dr. Manion has endeavored to 

substitute promises for policies. He 
has travelled from coast to coast. 
His trans-continental path has been 
strewn with promissory notes which 
he can never meet, with pledges1 
which he cannot redeem. At no 
place has he enunciated a war 
policy. At every place he has left' 
behind him a peace promise. Nearly 

i every promise has been designed 
to influence unduly the community 
in which it has been made. Nearly 

I every promise has been a promise 
to spend the taxpayer’s money. In 
nearly every case it has been a 
promise to spend the taxpayer’s 
money on something which has noth­
ing to do with the winning of the 
war. What, however, Dr. Manion 
has failed to tell you is that tc 
redeem his promises he himself wil 
have to be elected, have a following 
sufficiently large to entitle him to bt 
called upon to form a government 
and then in bringing together th( 
men of conflicting political view: 
persuade them to honor pledge: 
about which they have never beer 
consulted. What must be apparen 
to all is that most of his promise: 
would require a complete reversa 
of Conservative policy to bring therr 
into being.

Worries Followers 
Still, Dr. Manion’s promises do no! 

appear to worry him. They dc 
worry, however, his own followers, 
and the newspapers who support 
him. They are aghast at his spend-

j thrift recklessness. They would 
worry too the taxpayers of Canada 
if they ever became effective. They 
should worry too all those who 
believe in a vigorous war effort, 
because the cost of keeping them 
would be an impossible drain upon 
the resources which will be desper- 
ilely needed for the great task before 
us.
. Ladies and gentlemen, the man 
who has asked that this govern­
ment should be judged upon its 
record of performance, asks you in 
time of peril to entrust the govern­
ment to him on a record of promise. 
Your duty is to choose a strong 
and united government, able to 
hold this country constant and able 
by reason of plans wisely laid, to 
speed the momentum of war until 
victory is achieved. This is a war­
time election, and it is a war-time 
government that is being chosen. 
I know that throughout this country 
the belief is widely and generally 
held that there should be no change 
at the present time. I believe that 
the public realizes that in spite of 
some shortcomings, some omissions, 
some imperfections, this government 
has done a good job.

Can’t Be Both
Any wise man must know that no 

country can be at one and the same 
time a great democracy cherishing 
peace, and a military autocracy 
planning for war. When peace was 
possible we did everything within 
our power to preserve it. When 
peace was threatened, we did what 
we could as a peaceful democracy 
to prepare for war in a manner 
which appealed even to our present 
critics. When the peace of the world 
was finally broken, we did every­
thing possible to co-operate with 
our Allies in the waging of war. 
Even our present critics approved 
of what we did, until the election 
opened up for them a vision of office, 
and inspired them with a dream of 
power.

Let me recall to you, very briefly, 
some of the achievements of the 
present government. In peace time, 
we had the courage to multiply the 
defence estimates—and when I say 
courage, I mean that very thing. 
Because even our opponents will 
admit that it takes courage to tax 
a peaceful and peace-loving de- 

! mocracjr for defence against a war 
remote from our shores. We rebuilt 
our national defences; we reorgan­
ized the air force; we built the 
Trans-Canada Air Lines; we es­
tablished the Bank of Canada as a 
truly national institution. Since 
the outbreak of war, we have organ­
ized agriculture to meet war con­
ditions.

I

!
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1 Averted Disaster !
We have saved workers and 

> merchants from the disaster of fall- 
? i ing international exchange, and the 
• inflatioh of Canadian money. We 

have protected the worker and the 
s housewife from an undue rise in 
5 the price of the necessities of life.
1 We have equipped and sent overseas 
t soldiers and airmen. Our second 
' division is training in Canada. We 
1 greatly strengthened the army and 
1 the royal Canadian navy. We have 

played the major part in the estab­
lishment of the Commonwealth air 
training plan. I dislike prophesies, 

i but I suggest that, as you watch 
events develop, you remember my 
words, and the words of British 
statesmen, that final victory may
well be shaped by that great and 
powerful instrument. We have pub- 
lished in the open light of day every 
contract made for the purchase of 
war supplies. To assist in victory, 
we have brought to the service of 
Canada outstanding men of other 
parlies, and of no party. We have 
made merit the sole criterion of pro- 

; motion in the armed forces. We 
have allowed no man and no group 
of men, however powerful, to use 
the national calamity for scandalous 
profit making.

Recalls Last Time 
If you are old enough to remember 

the last war, your own fairminded- 
ness will make the comparisons. If : 
you are not old enough to remember 
the last war, I suggest that you ask 
your fathers and mothers who do. 
We began at the side of Britain and 
France in full understanding. We 
remain there today. We have suc­
ceeded in maintaining a united Can­
ada. The traditional loyalty of our 
French-speaking compatriots has 
once again inspired us with a sense 
of national unity. They too, stand 
side by side with English-speaking 
Canada, with Britain and with 
France, in defence of altar, home and I 
the elemental rights of mankind.

I submit to you with humility, but! 
also with confidence, that this is no 
time to refuse your continued and 
generous support to a government 
which has begun a great task. I 
urge upon you that this is no time , 
to change a government which is , 
capable of completing that task by a 
continuance of experience, vigor, 
confidence in the justice of our , 
cause, and an undimmed conception 
of the realities of national unity and 
co-operation. ,

Will Bear Burdens i
As I have already said, the men 

whom you arc electing will carry ; 
the responsibilities of war and peace. : 
Theirs will be the most arduous of < 
all duties, and the highest of all 
privileges. They will be charged < 
with the duty of sustaining the war i 
effort of a free people until victory < 
is assured. Theirs will be the pri- ; 
ilege, when peace comes, of helping 1 
humanity itself to a new hope. They ■ 

will need not only your support, but < 
your overwhelming support, to for­
tify them and to encourage them in 
the stormy and shattering days, and 
months, and years, that are before 

i us. Shpuld this great task be en- 
i trusted by you to the present ad­
ministration, on behalf of those who 
have planned Canada’s effort in war, 
and will continue to work undaunted 
for victory and a just and enduring 
peace, I pledge to your service the 
strength of our united labors.

While the war lasts, you and I, 
no matter what our burdens may be, 
will be inspired by the knowledge 
that young Canadian men, like their 
fathers before them, are once again 
willing to offer life itself upon that 
altar of nationhood and humanity. 
We will do our utmost to make our 
endeavors worthy of them.

When the war is over, the cause of 
peace will also need the help of Can­
ada. It will need the united au­
thentic voice of this nation speaking 
to all nations through a strong gov­
ernment. For the voice of Canada 
is the voice of the new world. It 
is, moreover, the voice of a young ; 
and free nation which is giving of its 
best in the cause of human freedom.
It is the voice of generosity, good­
will, reconciliation, healing and 
Christian brotherhood. May the duty 
which you owe Canada and her 
future, guide you in the choice 
which it is yours to make.
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Averted Disaster
We have saved workers and 

merchants from the disaster of fall­
ing international exchange, and the 
inflation of Canadian money. We 
have protected the worker and the 
housewife from an undue rise in 
the price of the necessities of life. 
W have equipped and -cut overseas 
soldiers and airmen. Our second 
division is training in Canada. We 
greatly strengthened the army and 
the royal Canadian navy. We have 
played the major part in the estab­
lishment of the Commonwealth air 
training plan. I dislike prophesies, 
but 1 suggest that, as you watch 

| events develop, you remember my 
; words, and the words of British 
statesmen, that final victory may

i well be shaped by that great and 
; powerful instrument. Wo have pub­
lished in the open light of day every 
contract; made for the purchase of 
war supplies. To assist in victory, 
we have brought to the service of 
Canada outstanding men of other 
parties, and of no party. Wo have 
made merit the sole criterion of pro­
motion in the armed forces. We 
have allowed no man and no group 

| of men. however powerful, to use 
the national calamity for scandalous 
profit making.

Recalls Last Time
If you arc old enough to remember 

the last war. your own fairminded- 
ness will make the comparisons. If 
you are not old enough lo remember 
the last war, I suggest that you ask 

I your fathers and mothers who do. 
We began at the side of Britain and 
France in full understanding. We 
remain there today. We have suc­
ceeded in maintaining a united Can­
ada. The traditional loyally of our 
French-speaking compatriots has 
once again inspired us with a sense 
of national unity. They too. stand 
side by side with English-speaking 
Canada, with Britain and with 
France, in defence of altar, home and 
the elemental rights of mankind.

I submit to you with humility, but 
also with confidence, that this is no 
time to refuse your continued and 
generous support to a government 
which has begun a great task. I 
urge upon you that this is no time 
to change a government which is 
capable of completing that task by a 
continuance of experience, vigor, 
confidence in the justice of our 
cause, and an undimmed conception 
of the realities of national unity and 
co-operation.

Will Bear Burdens
As I have already said, the men 

whom you are electing will carry 
the responsibilities of war and peace. 
Theirs will be the most arduous of 
all duties, and the highest of all 
privileges. They will be charged 
with the duty of sustaining the war 
effort of a free people until victory 
is assured. Theirs will be the pri- 
ilege, when peace comes, of helping 
humanity itself to a new hope. They 
will need not only your support, but 
your overwhelming .support, to for­
tify them and to encourage them in 
the stormy and shattering days, and 
months, and years, that are before 

i us. Should this great task be en­
trusted by you to tlv present ad­
ministration. on behalf of those who 
have planned Canada's effort in war. 
and will continue to work undaunted 
for victory and a just and enduring 
peace. I pledge to your service the 
strength of our united labors.

While the war lasts, you and I 
no matter what our burdens may be, 
will be inspired by the knowledge 
that young Canadian men, like their 
fathers before them, are once again 
willing to offer life itself upon that 
altar of nationhood and humanity. 
We will do our utmost to make our 
endeavors worthy of them.

When the war is over, the cause of 
peace will also need the help of Can­
ada. It will need the united au­
thentic voice of this nation speaking 
to all nations through a strong gov­
ernment. For the voice of Canada 
is the voice of the new world. It 
is, moreover, the voice of a young 
and free nation which is giving of its 
best in the cause of human freedom. 
It is the voice of generosity, good­
will. reconciliation, healing and 
Christian brotherhood. May the dut} 
which you owe Canada and her 
future, guide you in the choice 
which it is yours to make.

REPEAT
repetition!
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Toronto Star

Mar. 23/40.

ALLIES, AND THE ENEMY TOO 
ii EYEING VOTE, SAYS MR. KING

Calls for United Canada Behind Nationwide War Effort— 

Need Tried Pilot at Helm During Stormy 

Days Ahead

Ottawa, March 23.—Outcome oi 
flic Dominion election js being 
watched with deepest concern, not 
only by the Allies, but by the 
enemy, Premier King told Canadian 
electors in his latest election broad- 
east in the course of which he 
asked that they back his govern­
ment, “for a united war effort by 
a united Canada.” He spoke Thurs­
day night over a coast-to-coasl 
hook-up. His text:

This is the last of the nation­
wide broadcasts which I shall make 
to you before you go to the polls on 
Tuesday next. I feel sure you all 
realize that on that day you will 
be discharging a most important 
and serious duty. By your indi­
vidual vote, you will be helping to 
determine what government is to 
manage the affairs of Canada dur­
ing the next five fateful years. It 
will affect your own well-being
and the well-being of all your 
fellow citizens. Of all elections, this, 
of course, is true. But your in­
dividual vote in the present elec­
tions will have an effect far beyond 
that which it would have in
ordinary times. This year it will 
be immediately related to all that 
pertains to war and peace.

You know what Canada's war 
effort has been. You have heard
from British and French statesmen
what it has meant to the Allied 
powers since the outbreak of war. 
Your decision is being awaited with ! 
deep concern not by our country ! 
only but by the Allied powers and ; 
by the enemy. You know how ! 
anxious they were, across the seas, 1 
in October last, when the war j 
effort of Canada’s federal govern- 
ment was challenged in the pro­
vince of Quebec. Nothing since the 
outbreak of war gave so much 
heart to the British and the French, 
or so disappointed the desires and 
hopes of the enemy, as the evidence 
that election afforded of a united 
war effort of a united Canada.

Vote Touches Europe
Canada's voice as expressed by 

your votes on election day will J 
carry an even greater measure of 
elation or despair to the contending i 
forces in Europe. It will be full of , 
meaning as well, to the small na- | 
tions that are seeking to protect ! 
their freedom. It will be significant i 
for all democracies. For it will be j 
the first vote of a free democracy j 
cast in a war where democracy is 
fighting for its existence.

On that day, before you mark 
your ballots, it will be your duty 
to look as far ahead as you can. 
Remember that the present war . 
may last for years. No one can say ■ 
how long it may last, nor to what > 
dimensions it may grow. When it ! 
ends will come the making of j 
peace. Should that be within the ! 
lifetime of the new parliament, the ' 
government that you choose to ad- j 
minister your affairs on Tuesday j 
next will be the government to 
voice your views at the peace-table. 
When you cast your ballots on 1 
Tuesday next consider also that 
momentous fact.

For most people, it is always a 
little difficult to look into the 
future. At all times, our feelings 
and prejudices are apt to blind 
our vision. Too frequently they con­
trol our judgment. This is true in 
politics at all times, even in peace 
times. It is doubly true at a time j 
of war when tempers are frayed, { 
minds are impatient, passions easily 
aroused, and hatreds intensified. 
And yet, there is no time in which 
this ability to look ahead, to see 
beyond the immediate present, to 
judge conditions not only as they j 
are, but as they are likely to be. j 
is so greatly needed as in time of j 
war.

Duty to Look Ahead
I cannot over-emphasize that 

truth. And if it is your duty to 
look ahead at election time, it has 
been my duty at all times.
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During recent years, when world = 
eonditlons were steadily deteriorat­
ing, when the world’s peace was 
threatened, when the hopes of sav­
ing it were imperilled, it was my 
duty each and every day, calmly 
to consider the future. When na­
tional unity was endangered, when 
the leader of the opposition was 
demanding a general election in 
July and August of last year, when 
war came in September, when I 
had to consider the summoning of 
parliament in war session, and re- j 
commending to parliament Canada’s 
participation at the side of Britain 
and France, I had again carefully 
to look beyond the present to the 
future. I had particularly consider­
ed the future, as well as the cir­
cumstances then existing when I 
recommended the dissolution of 
parliament and an immediate elec­
tion. I, of course, have been only 
too well aware that my motives as 
well as my actions would be mis­
construed by opponents in a poli­
tical campaign. I had however but 
one question to ask myself: What,
.in the interests of Canada, in the 
interests of Canada’s war effort, 
in the cause of the Allies, was the 
right thing to do? Having decided 
upon what I believed to be right, 
ï have not hesitated in acting upon 
that decision.

Democratic Way
In deciding upon the right course, j 

3 have had to guide me such poli-1 
tical experience and wisdom as 11 
have gained in a life-time spent jn ! 
the country’s service. I have also ; 
fortunately had what is most valu- ; 
eble of all, the counsel and advice i 
of able, trusted and experienced 
colleagues, with whom, over many 
years, I have fully shared every 
confidence in matters of common, 
national concern.
"‘Where no counsel is, the people 

fall;
"'But in the multitude of counsellors 

there is safety.”
That ancient proverb I have kept 

Constantly in mind throughout the 
Whole of my public life. One of 
the curses of our age has been

5;hat the decisions affecting the 
âves of multitudes have been made 
end are being made without reflec­

tion, consultation or knowledge, by 
irresponsible and inexperienced 
linen.

Must Stay at Helm 
In parliament and during the 

(present elections—as recently even 
es last night—I have been taken 
to task by the leader of the op­
position for having remained at the 
seat of government, instead of mak­
ing repeated journeys across the 

I Dominion. I have gained my ac­
quaintance with Canada and her1

! ! problems by the study of a life- : 
; time and by daily association and j 

correspondence with representative j 
' citizens from all parts of the coun- j 

try. I made my position in this ; 
• regard quite clear in parliament 

over a year ago.
These are the words I used: "The 

position of the leader of a govern­
ment in Canada today is not un- j 
like that of the captain of a ship 1 
when the ship is in a storm. The 
captain of the ship must not be 
spending his time wandering among 
the passengers on the decks; his ! 
place is at the helm.” Some say, I! 
should have said "on the bridge.” 
The meaning, I think, is perfectly . 
clear. I continued: "Mr. Speaker, I 
intend to remain at the helm of 
this ship of state just so long as 
I have the confidence of the people j 
of Canada, and have strength 
enough to perform the duties of 
my office.”

But if I have to gain that con­
fidence by going back and forth ;

! across the country, making speeches 
I here and there, and by seeking to 
j cater to local tastes and prejudices, ,
! I do not wish to occupy office for 
a day. So long as God gives me 

1 strength to do my duty, 1 shall 
seek to serve the country as best 

i I can, according to the light my 
conscience may give me.

Must Carry On
I need not tell you, ladies and 

gentlemen, that in past years I 
have known no greater privilege 
than the opportunity a general elec­
tion affords of meeting and greet­
ing largo numbers of my fellow 
citizens. I have always immensely 
enjoyed visiting all parts of the 

I Dominion, and addressing public 
! meetings. In the present campaign,
' I would particularly have wel- 
j corned that opportunity. I have 
! never felt more deeply the im­
portance of the issue. I have never 
realized more clearly the far- 
reaching possible consequences of 
the outcome of the contest itself. I 
would have liked to discuss them 
with you face to face. This is a 
time of war. There is no parliament 
in existence. Most of my colleagues 
are necessarily absent in different 
parts of the country. The business i 
of government must still be carried i 
on. Daily attention must be given 1 
to vital questions affecting the I 
business of the country and par- j 
ticularly the conduct of the war. ! 
The prime minister of Canada is, by 
law and custom, also the secretary 
of state for external affairs. Our 
external affairs include foreign 
affairs and inter-imperial relations.
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Since the outbreak of war, not a j "1
day has passed in the course of j I 
which telegrams and despatches of ! , 
the utmost importance have not 
been received and immediate de- j 
cisions required. In these circum- j 
stances, I have had no other choice 
but to give the responsibilities of 
my office my first attention and 
to make the country's affairs my 
first duty.

Country Before Party
In this, at least, I hope I have j 

placed country before party. In this 
loo, as in all else, I have had to 
look to the future. I have had to 
consider the obligations that will 
continue to rest upon my shoulders 
should the present administration 
be sustained, and what my duties 
will be the morning after the elec­
tions, when calm judgment will, 
more than ever, be required for the 
decisions that have hourly to be 
made.

In the part which I have taken 
in the campaign in public meetings ; 
and on the air, I think you will 
have observed that I have tried 
to promote a fair and calm discus- ! 
si on of our national affairs. 1 have ■ 
been careful to avoid inflicting 1 
personal wounds upon those who i 
have differed from me and with ! 
whom, in your interests it may be 
necessary for me hereafter to 
associate in parliament or else­
where. I have sought to avoid 
coercion of thought and of speech.
I have tried to make my appeal 
without bitterness to your intelli­
gence and your reason. I have not 
neglected the campaign. Fortunate­
ly, the radio has made it possible 
for me, with few absences from 
the capital, to speak to a larger 
number of my fellow-citizens than 
I could possibly have addressed in 
any other way in previous elections.

The Big Issue
For your understanding of all 

this, and for giving me the oppor­
tunity of talking to you in your 
homes, in your offices, and your 
meeting places, I would like to ex­
press my warmest thanks.

In previous broadcasts, and in 
other public addresses, I have tried 
to put the issues before you clearly.
I would like to remind you once 
again that you are being asked to 
decide what group of men working 
together in harmony of thought and 
solidarity of purpose, can best use i 
their abilities and their experience i 
for the furtherance of Canada’s war j 
effort, and the maintenance of a ; 
united country. A united war effort : 
and a united Canada—never forget 
that, the two are insenarable.

| You are selecting men not for 
a month, not for a year, but it may 

I be for five years. The five years 
that lie before us will not be easier 
than the five years which lie be­
hind us. They will be the most dif- 1 
ficult, the most dangerous, the most 
exacting five years in the history j 
of this fctiuntry. During those five 
years, our security, our existence, 
and the security and existence of ! 
free peoples the world over, will be I 
menaced as they have never been | 

I menaced before. I pray with all J 
my heart that they will also make ■ 
real the dream of a just and endur- • 

, ing peace. Those who will guide ; 
the destinies of this nation arc 

j being called therefore to a great 
| two-fold task—the making of war 
; and the making of peace.

Examine Records
In choosing the persons to repre- 

! sent you and your interests in the 
; tasks of war and peace, you will 
do well carefully to examine the 
records of the men who are offer­
ing to serve you. There are two 
questions which it seems to me you 
will wish to ask yourselves, and 
the answers to which will help

you to a wise decision. They are, 
in a sense, one question expressed 
in different terms. In the interests 
of all concerned, is it not most 
prudent and wise to entrust the 
war-time government of Canada to 
men who are known to all the 
country, tried in the school of ex­
perience. familiar with the prob­
lems to be faced, and advocates of 
policies which are known and 
widely supported — men who, 
throughout, have been united by 
a community of views? Or to ex­
press it another way: Should the 
government in these critical days 
be handed over to men, practically 
all of who are still unknown and 
who are bound together by no 
common principles and agreed 
policies?

Something more, however, is re­
quired of the people of Canada at 
this time than merely to decide 
what particular government is to 
hold office. If Canada’s war effort 
is to be sustained, it is imperative 
that no doubts be left in the mind 
of any one that the government that 
is to carry on Canada’s war effort 
has the nation solidly at its back.
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What it Means
That does not mean that in sup­

porting the present administration, 
should such be your desire, you 
are approving of each and every 
detail of its war administration. It 
means that recognizing the enor­
mous problems with which the pre­
sent administration has been faced 
in its war effort, you believe it has 
done as well, if not bçtter, than 
any other administration similarly 
placed could have done. It means 
you feel that with the knowledge 
it already possesses, and the ex­
perience which it has already 
gained, the present government is 
in a better position to carry on than 
any newly-formed administration 
could possibly be.

Please do not forget that what 
is being chosen on March the 26th 
is Canada’s war-time government. 
That, if the government’s action in 
the prosecution of the war is to 
be strong and decisive, its man­
date must be clear and unquestion­
ed. The government that is to 
carry on will need the encourage­
ment of your hands upon its 
shoulders. It will need to be sup­
ported, in the eyes of the world, 
as well as in its own eyes, by a 
national verdict that is unmistak­
able.

Defines Danger
And, just here, let me say that 

there is a very real danger involved 
in voting for the candidates of 
political groups which cannot hope 
themselves to form a government. 
However great may be the sym­
pathies which are felt for the peace­
time objects of third parties, the 
pursuit of these objects in a time 
of war will serve only to distract 
our energies from the all-important 
task of prosecuting the war to a 
successful conclusion. Unless the 
war is won, these groups, and their 
hopes and policies as well, will 
disappear in the universal disaster. 
When victory has been achieved, 
there will be time, in the peace 
which has been secured, to thresh 
out our domestic differences, and 
to contest the rival merits of un­
tried political theories.

At this time, all our efforts must 
be directed to winning the victory 
and achieving the peace. I earnestly 
submit that, in casting his ballot, 
every citizen should put out of his 
mind all other questions except one 
—will my vote contribute to the 
establishment and maintenance of a 
strong, united government, capable 
of a strong, united war effort? A 
vote cast for the candidate of a 
political group without hope of a 
majority in parliament cannot, in 
the present situation, be other than 
a vote against a strong, united gov­
ernment. It may serve to frustrate 
Canada’s war effort; It cannot pos­
sibly promote i

Resents Methods
There is one other matter to wnu n 

I wish to refer. It concerns not only 
the next parliament, but the future 
of the public life of this country. 
I believe that I am staling what is 
in the minds of hundreds of thou­
sands of men and women of Canada 
when I express the strongest pos­
sible resentment at the methods of 
political controversy which have 
been adopted by Dr. Ma ni on and not 
a few of those who have supported 
him on public platforms throughout 
the present campaign. Instead of 
discussing public issues on their 
merits, there has been a deliberate 
effort to destroy the reputations of 
oublie men. Slanderous personal al- 
acks have been launched against 
nen who have served this country 
aithfully, honestly and industrious­

ly over many years, and at no time 
more than in this hour of its greatest 
need. You have heard assailed in 
public meetings, and in your own 
homes, the motives and characters 
of men who value their personal 
honor above all else. Was this neces­
sary to the winning of the election, 
to say nothing of the winning of the 
war?

"Do I Need to Ask?”
Do I need to ask If there is a single 

Canadian, worthy of the name, who 
in his or her own heart really be­
lieves that my colleagues and my­
self, carrying out the greatest re­
sponsibility in the name of the Can­
adian people, would knowingly 
countenance for one moment the 
betrayal of the national trust at a 
lime when sore trials and great 
burdens are upon every man and 
woman in this country? Does anyone 
think that there is a single member 
of the administration, with the eyes 
not only of the country, but also of 
his own associates of the cabinet 
upon him, who would knowingly or 
negligently permit the advancement 
of the personal interest, either of 
himself, his friends, or his associates,

to the detriment of the public wcl- | ‘ 
fare, or the surrender of accepted ; 
standards of public conduct? Hun- . 
dreds of my fellow citizens who 
normally do not support the Liberal | 
party have intimated to me in the ' 
course of the present campaign that, 
they propose to show at the polls j 
on Tuesday next their condemnation 
of the attempt to substitute abuse 
for argument, and personalities for 
policies.

Duly and Privilege
I have been in the parliament of 

Canada for twenty-five years, and 
in the public service of my country 
for a much longer time. I have al­
ways considered public service both 
a privilege and a duty. My own 
public career cannot last, in the very
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nature of things, for many more1 
years. Even if I desired it. there is j 
little I could wish for in the way of 
honorable recognition beyond what I ' 
have1 already received. 1 am. con-j 
lent to leave the name I bear, as I ! 
am the names of those from whom 
I received it. to the safekeeping of ; 
those who cherish a respect for in- | 
tegrily in public life and honor, the ! 
traditions of disinterested public $er- ; 
vice. It is, however, not of myself 
I am thinking at the moment. I am ; 
thinking of the future of our cQun- j 
try. I am thinking of the conse­
quences which will follow if honor- j 
able men, valuing their reputations, ! 
are deterred from entering our, 
parliament and our legislature rather î 
than submit to the degraded stand­
ards of public controversy so evident I 
in the present campaign. What is to ! 
become of our country if the affairs 
of government are, in consequence, 
to be left to men of the type who 
substitute for political argument the 
grossest kind of personal abuse? 
That is the process which destroyed 
democratic government in Germany/ 
It is all too rapidly making its evil 
presence felt in our own land.

Promise For Policies 
Dr. Manion lias endeavored 1o 

substitute promises for policies. He 
has travelled from coast to coast. 
His trans-continental path has been 
strewn with promissory notes which 
he can never meet, with pledges 
which he cannot redeem. At no 
place has he enunciated a war 
policy. At every place he has left 
behind him a peace promise. Nearly 
every promise has been designed 
to influence unduly the community 
in which it has been made. Nearly 
every promise has been a promise 
to spend the taxpayer’s money. In 
nearly every case it has been a 
promise to spend the taxpayer’s 
money on something which has noth­
ing to do with the winning of the 
war. What, however, Dr. Manion I 
has failed to tell you is that to : 
redeem his promises he himself will ; 
have to be elected, have a following; 
sufficiently large to entitle him to be 
called upon to form a government, 
and then in bringing together the | 
men of conflicting political views; 
persuade them to honor pledges; 
about which they have never been 
consulted. What must be apparent 
to all is that most of his promises 
would require a complete reversal 
of Conservative policy to bring them 
into being.

Worries Followers 
Still, Dr. Manion’s promises do not 

appear to worry him. They do 
worry, however, his own followers, 
and the newspapers who support ! 
him. They are aghast at his spend-

I thrift recklessness. They would 
worry too the taxpayers of Canada 
if they ever became effective. They 
should worry too all those who 
believe in a vigorous war effort, 
because the cost of keeping them 
would be an impossible drain upon 
the resources which will be desper­
ately needed for the great task before 
us.

Ladies and gentlemen, the man 
who has asked that this govern­
ment should be judged upon its 
record of performance, asks you in 
time of peril to entrust the govern­
ment to him on a record of promise. 
Your duty is to choose a strong 
and united government, able to 
hold this country constant and able 
by reason of plans wisely laid, to 
speed the momentum of war until 
victory is achieved. This is a war­
time election, and it is a war-time 
government that is being chosen.
I know that throughout this country 
the belief is widely and generally 
held that there should be no change 
at the present time. I believe that 
the public realizes that in spite of! 
some shortcQmings, some omissions, 
some imperfections, this government 
has done a good job.

Can’t Be Both
Any wise man must know that no 

country can be at one and the same 
time a great democracy cherishing 

, peace, and a military autocracy 
( planning for war. When peace was 
] possible we did everything within
• our power to preserve it. When
• peace was threatened, we did what 
j we could as a peaceful democracy

to prepare for war in a manner 
which appealed even to our present 
critics. When the peace of the world 
was finally broken, we did every­
thing possible to co-operate with 
our Allies in the waging of war 
Even our present critics appro vet 
of what we did, until the eleclioj 
opened up for them a vision of office, 
and inspired them with a dream of 
power.

Let me recall to you, very briefly, 
some of the achievements of the 
present government. In peace time, 
we had the courage to multiply the 
defence estimates—and when I say 
mirage, 1 mean that very thing. 
Because even our opponents will 
idmit that it takes courage to tax 
x peaceful and peace-loving de­
mocracy for defence against a war 
remote from our shores. We rebuilt 
our national defences; we reorgan­
ized the air force; we built the 
Trans-Canada Air Lines; we es­
tablished the Bank of Canada as a 
truly national institution. Since 
the outbreak of war, we have organ­
ized agriculture to meet war con­
ditions.
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Averted Disaster
We have saved workers and 

merchants from the disaster of fall­
ing international exchange, and the 
inflation of Canadian money. We 
have protected the worker and the 
housewife from an undue rise in 
the price of the necessities of life. 
We have equipped and sent overseas 
Soldiers and airmen. Our second 
division is training in Canada. We 
greatly strengthened the army and 
the royal Canadian navy. We have 
played the major part in the estab­
lishment of the Commonwealth ail 
training plan. I dislike prophesies, 
but I suggest that, as you watch 
events develop, you remember my 
words, and the words of British 
statesmen, that final victory may
well be shaped by that great and 
powerful instrument. We have pub­
lished in the open light of day every 
contract made for the purchase of 
war supplies. To assist in victory, 
we have brought to the service of 
Canada outstanding men of other 
parties, and of no party. We have 
made merit the sole criterion of pro­
motion in the armed forces. We 
have allowed no man and no group 
of men. however powerful, to use 
the national calamity for scandalous 
profit making.

Re-calls Last Time
If you are old enough to remember 

the last war, your own fairminded- 
ness will make the comparisons. If 

, you are not old enough to remember 
the last war, I suggest that you ask 
your fathers and mothers who do. 
We began at the side of Britain and 

j France in full understanding. We 
; remain there today. We have suc­
ceeded in maintaining a united Can­
ada. The traditional loyalty of our , 
French-speaking compatriots has; 
once again inspired us with a sense 1 

j of national unity. They too, stand j 
| side by side with English-speaking' 
| Canada, with Britain and with 
France, in defence of altar, home and ! 
the elemental rights of mankind. ,

I submit to you with humility, but j 
also with confidence, that this is no 

i time to refuse your continued and ! 
[generous support to a government"] 
which has begun a great task. I 
urge upon you that this is no time 1 

: to change a government which is 
capable of completing that task by a 

[continuance of experience, vigor,
I confidence in the justice of our 
cause, and an undimmed conception 

J of the realities of national unity and i 
co-operation.

I Will Bear Burdens
As I have already said, the men 

| whom you are electing will carry 
the responsibilities of war and peace. 
Theirs will be the most arduous of 
all duties, and the highest of all 
privileges. They will be charged 
with the duty of sustaining the war 
effort of a free people until victory 
is assured. Theirs will be the pri- 
ilege, when peace comes, of helping 
humanity itself to a new hope. They 
will need not only your support, but 
your overwhelming support, to for­
tify them and to encourage them in 
the stormy and shattering days, and 
months, and years, that are before 
us. Should this great task be en­
trusted by you to the present ad­
ministration. on behalf of those who 
have planned Canada’s effort in war. 
and will continue to work undaunted 
for victory and a just and enduring 
peace, 1 pledge to your service the 
strength of our united labors.

While the war lasts, you and I, 
no matter what our burdens may be. 
will be inspired by the knowledge 
that young Canadian men, like their 
fathers before them, are once again 
willing to offer life itself upon that 
altar of nationhood and humanity. , 
We will do our utmost to make our 1 
endeavors worthy of them.

When the war is over, the cause of 
peace will also need the help of Can- j 
ada. It will need the united au- 

jthenlic voice of this nation speakring 
I to all nations through a strong gov- 
! eminent. For the voice of Canada; 
j is the voice of the new world. It | 
j is, moreover, the voice of a young [ 
j and free nation which is giving of its 
j best in the cause of human freedom. 
It is the voice of generosity, good- ! 
will, reconciliation, healing and 
Christian brotherhood. May the duty 1 

, ! which you owe Canada and her 
, j future, guide you in the choice 
t which it is yours to make.

!
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Ontario Broadcast
March 23, 1940

3rd draft - March 22nd

CANADA AND THE WAR

The Defence of Freedom at Home anti Abroad

Significance of the 1940 Campaign

Ladies and Gentlemen:

In the last of the broadcasts in the present 

campaign, I am pleased to have the opportunity of speaking 

to the men and women of my native province. As most of 

you are aware, I was born and educated in Ontario. I have 

lived here for the whole of my life. With the province
/and its capital city,Toronto, Ï ho olesost poraorari.

a wr ***** j*
i,-,n.g. y^ni-ny n.g.gnp.1 ntlnn.q»flyf.fin(1 over* rnor»e than

a century and a quarter Tiritfrh the pel-itioal- histoyy q£ bothy
tfjt 4 » » in i 4• iT

Thoqo -ftoilooZaiUfh&si are intimately «ooooiûfeoé with the 

establishment and defence of political freedom. This
/*■* « t • 4/4.

evening, I v/ould like to add-, one to thooo aouooiatlona

by onlisliiig "yum1 sup rorl of Lhe present government iw. ifee

do^Qriiâ,nortiron to ore-s^rvo
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group to be permittoo. to over-ride the will of

A<-
:I6 1the government which is responsible to the people

- * A

for the management of ya§-affairs»

Let it never be forgotten that under the 

British system of government, a Prime Minister is 

charged with a double responsibility. It is his to see

that at all t>-kaas the Constitution is upheld, not
' si-------/ -HtXwtr JL

virit uoft» word of the ibutIran only» Mfrt the spirit^

n^nnt 1- tin 1~i on wlii^h has roga-pd above r~l.il A1

-pQ-p fho n^Pû-m-èii érlnn mMi-n nf irTnn nnn-»1n In

this Parliament as In all else, a Prime Minister is 

responsible not only for what he does, but what he 

fails to do» In advising dissolution, I had to consider 

not only what the situation as it might develop in 

consequence of dissolution might be» I had equally 

to consider what it was likely to become if dissolution 

were denied or deferred. It Is of the latter you 

would be hearing today if I had not taken the course 

of action I did, at the time I did»

Just consider the position we would now be 

in if I had not taken the course I did» Parliament in 

all probability would have still been sitting, with the 

probability of a dissolution at any time, and the 

certainty of a general election as soon as dissolution
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before leaving Canadian soil, and all under conditions which 

will make for a fair and honest election.

Even more important, however, is the fact that not

only have the people of Canada been enabled in the past eight

weeks to hear the issues fully discussed at a time of

comparative quiet in Europe, but the government itself

will be olaced in a nosition to give its v/hole time and 
/<

attention to the prosecution of Canada1s war effort at a 

time that this is certain to he most needed. We are 

fortunate indeed that we have be^n able to conclude this 

electoral campaign before the v/hole European situation 

has reached its most alarming and appalling stage. One 

thing is certain, we cannot expect fighting to be confined 

to the sea and the air much longer, nor to be on the limited 

scale it has been thus far. It is well for all of us that 

the elections are now so nearly over. Just imagine the 

agony of mind of every elector in Canada, if, on top of tv/o 

months political contention in Parliament, we had now to 

look forward to another tv/o months of the same sort of thing in 

the country, with, In addition, as I greatly fear will prove 

to be a fact, war raging on an intensified scale in Europe, 

and conditions in other parts of the world still more

unsettled
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It must be apparent, from what I have said to 

you, and from what you yourselves have had opportunity to 

witness since January. 25th, that in taking the step I did 

at that time I was but fulfilling my constitutional duty 

as Prime Minister once I saw that a general election at the 

earliest momentn possible had become necessary in the 

interests of the country, of Canada’s war effort, and of 

the allied cause, so to advise the Governor General, regard­

less of what inconvenience it might occasion the Members of 

Parliament, most of whom were my own supporters, or however 

much the step itself might be misinterpreted and misrepre­

sented in the course of the elections themselves.

It has been said I was "scuttling" Parliament.

May I say that those who make this assertion were prepared, 

if such were the case, to scuttle the people. If I were 

scuttling the Ship of State, those who opposed the step 

were prepared to scuttle the Nation. The people, not Parliament, 

are the source of all political authority and power. Ther 

are times and seasons for all things. The time for a new 

Parliament had come; to attempt to carry on with a Parliament 

that had already had five sessions, with the knowledge that 

a general election was immediately to follow, would have been 

to ignore altogether the effect of such a course upon

Canadian unity, upon Canada1s war effort, and upon the cause
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of the Allies. Far from suuttling Parliament, I was in fact 

taking the necessary steps to bring into being at the 

earliest moment possible, at a time of war, a new and truly 

representative Parliament to replace a Parliament that had 

never been elected to serve the people1s interests at a 

tine of war, a Parliament that had nearly run its course and 

v/as doomed at any moment to die. At this very moment, I 

would have been receiving the strongest condemnation for 

not having foreseen the condition that was certain to arise, 

and would have been blamed for every consequence of it.

That condemnation would have grown in intensity and volume 

every month that I had failed to permit an immediate appeal.

If any tiling further were needed to justify the 

pppeal to the people of Canada and the dissolution of 

parliament which made the appeal possible, it would be 

found in the march of events since January the 25th and in 

the nature of the campaign which our opponents have waged.

I ask you, the people of Canada, whether your 

interests as a people have not been better served by our 

action in accepting the challenge immediately and getting 

the election over in the shortest possible time. The 

dissolution may not have served the interests of certain 

political parties. It may have upset the well laid plans
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of men more concerned with their own personal advantage 

than with Canada !s war effort, but since there had to 

be an election this year, I am confident that the people 

of Canada will be greatly relieved when this campaign is 

ended and a strong government backed by an unquestioned 

mandate is free, once again, to give its full and undivided 

attention to the winning of the war.

We refused to give dictatorship its forst foothold 

by denying to the Canadian people their constitutional 

right to choose, during the constitutional period, those 

whom they wished to guide them through the stress of the 

gather ng storm. We could have permitted two political 

campaigns. One is parliament, the other in the country.

But I ask the people of Canada, after nearly eight weeks of 

the kind of campaign which has been waged, what their 

opinion would have been if the government had allowed 

that campaign to go on for four or five months#
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I ask you, the people of Canada, whether your 

interests as a people have not been better served, by our 

action in accepting the challenge immediately and getting 

the election over in the shortest possible time. The 

dissolution may not have served the interests of certain
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political parties, it may have upset the well laid plans
?

of men more concerned with their own personal advantage 

than with Canada*s war effort, but since there had to 

be an election this year, I am confident that the people

of Canada will be greatly relieved when this campaign

attention to the winning of the war,

is ended and a strong government backed by an unquestioned.____

mandate is free, once again, to give its full and undivided^**^*»«<

I wish to recall this fact. Under the constitution ^****6+ 

there had to be an election some time this year. Some *
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the present-.,i!io.verme.at. - d©c.linôd...^.a.»do.... so  We refus ed

to give dictatorship its first foothold by denying to 

the Canadian people their constitutional right to choose, 

during the constitutional period, those whom they wished 

to guide them through the stress of the gathering storm. 

We could have permitted two political campaigns. One in 

parliament, the other in the country. But I ask the 

people of Canada, after nearly eight weeks of the kind of 

campaign which has been waged, what their opinion would 

have been if the government had allowed that campaign to 

go on for four or five months. Such arrangement would

projbably have pleased two groups of a• It might have

pleased our political opponents. 'Fhey have suggested
/

that it would. It certainly would have pleased the 

Leaders of Nazi Germany. You^raiow how quickly, in 

Germany, the violent condemnations and unfounded

rY

people as evidence of the disunity and dissension in
7

Canada.

On January the 2 parliament was dissolved.

The decision to dissolve parliament was reached for the

most honourable of reasqhsj I believed the holding of
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3.
an immediate election would be in the interest of Canada 
and of our allies. That interest demanded the earliest 
possible exercise by the Canadian people of their right 
to select a war parliament# It demanded the holding of 
an election before the sprang offensive in Europe and 
the intensified warfare whicth we may then expect# It 
demanded that voting take pljace before our army in 
England wnnt to France and before the Second Division 
left this country#

Our opponents are now asking: 11 Why did Mr.
King lock the doors of parliament1?" and this is their
reply: "The only place in which the conduct of Mr#King1 s
government in the management of Canada’s war effort
could be discussed » with any hope of arriving at the
truthl" I am sure that most of you, after listening

political
to the speeches of our/opponents will accept their own 
estimate of their own speeches• I knew that by
dissolving parliament I was subjecting my colleagues

/
and myself to attack. I knew/ that our opponents would 
be able to make a hundred irresponsible and reckless 
charges while we were replying ^carefully and accurately 
to one. If there was any political advantage in the
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dissolution of parliament it was/an advantage to the 
Liberal party or to the present administration# Had 
we kept parliament in session we could have replied 
fully and completely to the unfounded and irresponsible 
charges, but it would have required months and we were 
convinced that there was more Important work to do in 
those months than wage a political campaign# The 
political advantage of dissolution, if there was any, 
was an advantage to our opponents# The Leader of the 
Opposition had been challenging us to hold an election 
for more than a year# He had stated over and over again 
that we had lost the confidence of the country and that 
v/e were merely clinging to office#

When parliament vjras dissolved we were not 
thinking of party advantage, nor of our personal
reputations# Our sole thought was the iwtownationa1

\

interests of Canada and the effective prosecution of the 

war# We considered your right to select a war parliament 
before the war had passed into new phases of tragedy 
and terror; we considered how necessary it was for the 
men charged with the heavy burden of government to feel 
the encouragement of your harids upon their shoulders#
We were determined that the issues should be discussed
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freely with the people of/ Canada at a time of comparative 

quiet on the war front jf Europe* We were resolved, 

if possible, to spare Canada the bitterness of party
i

strife in parliament and in the country at a time when 

Canadian soldiers were falling in defence of freedom and 

when the vigour of a united country would be necessary 

to bring comfort to our allies*

We thought tO/O of the effect upon the enemy*
/

You know what kind of broadcasts have been coming from 

Germany in recent weeks. You know what use the Nazi 

propaganda machine has made of the misrepresentations of 

men whose partisanship and ambition have blinded their 

eyes and loosened their tongues• Had we allowed this 

sort of thing to proceed for months, in parliament and 

outside, the situation would soon have been represented 

in Germany as one in which Canada was at war with herself*

You have learned how bitter an election can become. You
i

know how hard unity can be pressed by the 

disunion* You can imagine how much worse things would 

have been if our opponents had been given two or four 

months in parliament and another eight weeks on the 

hustings âjtiyââiitihp» to develop and extend their attacks 

on Canadian unity. You Will, I believe, be thankful

ces of



at the prospect of an ea-ly return to the real business 

the winning of the war#
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There is a right way and a wrong way to go about 

anything# If Dr. Manion, and those who are supporting his
j ^

idea of national government ever had any real desire to

l

D 380, 0

S O ^
form such a government they would not have expended *3bi tine ir

a
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efforts on antagonizing and v ill if y ing the very men with 

whom they wished to co-operate in the affairs of government. 

Instead they would have done their utmost to conciliate them, 

and to remove any feelings of personal antipathy and anta­
gonism from those with whom they differed politically^

Manion has referred to the coalition or union governments
Aformed by Sir John Macdonald and Sir Robert Borden. 8±a? 

JehR-Maeêenalê-ëàê-net Neither Sir John*hor Sir Robert
A

struck their party colours^ and then tried to make a Joseph* s 

coat of the many rags and tatters that remained. Neither 

of them ”submerged”, as Dr, Manion says he has done, the 

party which had made him the leader. They recognized that 

with the destruction of party identity^ national government

in the nature of coalition -fiti union itself disappeared.

Sir John did not seek to destroy the character of the men 

with whom he was to have an intimate and close association 

in government. On the contrary, he sought to bury every 

feeling of personal and political difference^ and to build 

up in the minds of the public a feeling of mutual confidence 

in those with whom he was to carry on the government

of the country, 1 7
l4£Tlm+

When Sir Robert Borden invited Mr. Rowell and
A

other liberals to join him in forming a union government
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he did not begin by saying of them, as Dr. Manion said 

of me at Halifax a day or two ago, that they were 

neither mentally nor temperamentally qualified to head 

an administration. He did not say of any minister of 

the Grown, nor would he have permitted any of his 

associates to say, what was said of the present Minister 

of National Defence at Toronto on the 18th instant, by

one who has sought great prominence and who has been

conspicuous l§fr his insolence^ in the present campaign.

Let me quote words as they have been recorded in the 

press from one end of Canada to the other:

111 do not intend to waste any time on what Mr. Rogers 

says. That dyspeptic little son of Mars has been a 

standing joke in every military camp since he 

blossomed forth as our new war lord last September.11
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Please remember that this was said of one 
who was gassed in the last war, and whose health in 
consequence has suffered a slight impairment ever 
since. Remember, too, it was said by one who is not 
without ambitions for the post occupied by the present

£ y. y *-/ 4 $-<*■»<* ^ **MS*

Minister of National Defence. 4Study this remark with 
care and see if there is not about it something 
singularly akin to the Nazi mentality. What will 
become of Canada at a time of war if the kind of power 
represented in that utterance ever becomes a part of 
the supreme authority in our land. You will do well 
to keep that also in mind when you cast your ballots 
on Tuesday next.



Nor did Sir Robert, in obscurity, conceal the names of his 

colleagues. Instead, he let the country know who his 

associates in the government would be - who they were•

He then did everything in his power to have the country 

believe that, despite all he or other members of his party 

might previously have said about any of them, the men 

associated with him were men of the highest character and

r ^ v-i
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integrity. He announced the specific policies on which 

they were agreed, and maintained the position that they 

merited all the support the country could give them.



In the nature of things, the formation of a 

national government, in the sense of a coalition or union 

government, is different from a purely party government. 

In the case of a party government, it is assumed that 

its members will be chosen from the party that carries 

the country. They are known in a general way• Their 

identity becomes obvious in a campaign. But, in the case 

of a coalition or union government, members of other 

parties as well are involved. To estimate its value 

it is necessary to know the strength of the individuals 

and the following they are able to command, That is 

why, to serve the ends of a coalition at all, their names 

must be known in advance.

When Dr. Manion talks of national government 

in terms of unknown, mysterious and mythical persons, 

rather than in terms of persons whose identity is clear 

and whose policies are known, he is beginning at the 

wrong end of the road. He is making the idea of national 

government a mockery and a delusion. When he goes a step

P vôUt-ü*
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further, as he has done all through this campaign, 
and seeks to destroy the character, the motives, the 
reputation, the ability, and the integrity of the 
men who, if a national government is formed, would have 
to be partners in that government, he is destroying 
every possibility of such a government ever being formed 
with himself at its head • It is too late now for Dr.
Manion and his supporters to change their tactics, either 
toward the Conservative party, which they have submerged, 
or toward the Liberal party, which they have sought to 
defame. Fortunately, however, it is not too late for 
you, the people of this country, to express your opinion 
of these deceptive tactics. Ido not hesitate to say 
that your interests, in a time of war, are being sacrificed 
to personal ambition and personal animosity. On Tuesday 
next you will have the opportunity to express your views 
of the judgment and political wisdom displayed by the 
Leader of the Opposition in the course of the present 
campaign.



Is there any ground for seeking to create suspicion# 

and distrust^ with respect to the management of public 

affairs, unless there is the strongest of reasons for so
doing Must able and honourable men be branded as liars,

ryiSiOb
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deceivers and hypocrites as the reward of their readiness
'A

and their capacity to serve their country in parliament?

The kind of vinification v/hich has characterized 

the campaign of^our opponents is, I submit, uncalled for at 

any time. It is doubly uncalled for at a time when men and 

/ women everywhere should be seeking the closer relationship of 

human brotherhood which begets trust in one another, and the 

power to bring comfort and assistance to minds that are filled 
with terror, and hearts that^S full of grief. How could 

the men who have sought so assiduously to create suspicion and 

distrust in our public life, who have busied themselves 

seeking to defame the characters and to misinterpret and 

misrepresent the actions of my colleagues and myself expedt, 

if they were given authority^to administer your affairs 
to^earn the co-operation^or those who throughout this campaign 

they have been doing their utmost to destroy. You will have 

on March 26th an opportunity to show your disapproval of 
tactics of the kind, I have not the least doubt that most 

of you have already made up your minds to do so ny

uncertain way .- / *
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fu if anything further were needed to justify the appeal to

the people of Canada and the dissolution of parliament which made 

the appeal possible, it is to be found in the march of events j
since January 25th, and the nature of the campaign which our 

politically bankrupt opponents have waged.

oOJl Ji
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I do not propose tonight to thresh again the straw which 

Dr. Manion and his associates have vainly tried to use for 

making bricks. I just wish to recall to you, however, these 

facts : We could have extended the life of parliament. The pre­

sent government declined to do so. We refused to give dictator­

ship its first foothold by denying to the Canadian people its 

constitutional right to choose during the constitutional period 

those whom it wished to guide it through the stress of the ga­

thering storm. We could have agreed to two political campaigns, 

one in parliament, the other in the country. That arrangement 

would probably have pleased two groups of men. It might have 

pleased our political opponents. They say that it would. It 

certainly would have pleased the leaders of Nazi Germany. You 

who have listened to the wild, reckless, unfounded condemnation 

of the steady and persistent war effort of a united country 

can have no doubt about that?

On the 7th day of March, the Montreal. Gazette, a paper 
which usually supported the Conservative party in the days 

when it existed, had this to say:

If Conservatives and their allies can not give the

public something 

less comforting
: better than this

/
and beneficial to

this misrepresentation, 
1 to this country*s
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"enemies, they would be "better out of the campaign
/

italtogether.
With that the people of Canada and our allies will probably 
agree.

On January 27th parliament was dissolved. It was dis­
solved for the best and most honourable of reasons : the in­
terest of Canada and her allies. That interest demanded the 
earliest possible exercise by the Canadian people of the right 
to select a war parliament. It demanded the holding of an 
election before the spring offensive in Europe, and the inten­
sified warfare that the offensive will bring. It demanded that 
the election be held before roads became impassable. It de­
manded that voting took place before our army in England went 
to Prance, and before the second division left this country.
The decision to dissolve parliament is still attacked on the 
air, at public meetings, by advertisement, as some kind of 
political manoeuvre bringing advantages to the Liberal party.
I knew that it would be so misrepresented. The plain fact 
is, however, that the decision was a political disadvantage 
to the Liberal party. It did not give to my colleagues and 
myself the opportunity which a continous session of parlia- 
ment would have given to timrn a* a weaned criticism and to make
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a complete and final answer to charges however reckless or 
unfounded they might be. The political advantage of dissolu-
tion, if there was any, was en advantage to our opponents. I '^7A #*•••'!
did not consider, however, what political advantage was in­
volved; I considered only the national advantage. I considered 
your right to select a war ministry before the war had passed 
into new phases of tragedy and terror; I considered how nece­
ssary it was for men charged with the heavy burden of govern­
ment in these sombre days to feel the encouragement of your 
hands upon their shoulders. I made up my mind that members of 
our defence forces now in England would be able to cast their 
votes before they crossed the English channel to face the 
enemy. I decided that soldiers now in Canada would vote in’ 
Canada under conditions that assured a fair and honest election.

In so far as this government was concerned, we determined 
the

that issues should be fully and freely discussed with the people 
of Canada at a time of comparative quiet on the war-front of 
Europe. I determined that when Canadian soldiers were falling 
in the defence of freedom, the bitterness of party strife in 
parliament and outside should not be concentrated and extended, 
at the very time when the vigour of a united country was ne­
cessary to bring comfort to our allies. I thought too of the 
effect upon our enemy.
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You have heard, no doubt, some of the broadcasts from 

Germany in recent weeks. You know what use Herr Goebbels is 
making of the misrepresentations of men whose partisanship and 
ambition have blinded their eyes and loosened their tongues.

You have learnt how bitter an election campaign can 
become. You know how hard unity can be pressed by the forces 
of disunion. You can imagine how much worse things would 
have been if our opponents had been given two months in parlia-

* a

ment and a$x weeks on the hustings, to develop and extend their 
attack on Canadian unity. You will, I believe, be thankful at 
the prospect of an early return to the business of victory.



Notes for broadcast on Thursday, March 21, 1940
(Dictated by the Prime Minister)

/tt
The broadcast should contain one or more paragraphs 

on each of the following; developing the points mentioned*

First, .justification for dissolution as seen in 
the light of the present campaign.

For most people it is always difficult to see 
far beyond the immediate present and to be controlled by 
other than their feelings at the moment. In affairs of 
the state it is always necessary to look ahead and a long 
way ahead*

What are the facts about dissolution?

A general election had to come this year* The 
Constitution so provides.

There are reasons to believe the year may witness 
the most appalling situation the world itself has ever 
known. They will demand all the resources and fortitude 
and courage on the part of the people; exacting attention 
and effort on the part of the government.

The months ahead will require a concentration 
of thought and effort of executive capacity, v/ise discern­
ment, etc., such as has not been required of any government 
up to the present time.

The public mind and thought will be seized with
terror.

Members of Parliament, regardless of the parties 
to which they belong, will be driven by stern necessity 
to forget all differences and to work together regardless 
of what their differences of view on lesser matters may be.

The situation will demand a strong government and 
one with no question as to the mandate given by the people 
to carry on Canada1s war effort. This being the case, let 
me ask two questions:

Would it have been wise to attempt to meet such 
a situation with a Parliament that had run its course and 
was known to be doomed to die in the course of a few months?

But that là not the only important factor* Bad
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enough to have a Parliament neither elected for or so 
constituted as to deal effectively with war conditions, but 
to be followed at its close by a general election.

The present election has disclosed what an amount 
of time it would have taken from the dissolution of Parliament 
till election was over to bring a new Parliament into being.

The election has disclosed how bitter, disintegrating 
and disrupting political forces may become in a campaign. If 
the present campaign had been preceded by two, three or four 
months of recrimination in Parliament, who will venture to say 
what condition Canada might have been in with a period of 
two more months of bitter controversy on the hustings?

But imagine the torture of mind if this situation had 
existed, as would have been inevitable, at the time the war was 
at its worst in Europe and our young men were in the fighting 
zones and press reports coming in daily of numbers of killed 
and wounded.

Not only does the written Constitution require that 
no Parliament shall last more than five years before the 
people are given a chance to elect representatives, but the 
unwritten Constitution places on the Prime Minister, under 
the British Parliamentary system, the obligation of giving 
the people themselves the right to pass upon great issues 
that have arisen subsequent to the election of a Parliament 
and which were not considered at the time Parliament came 
into existence. One of the first obligations of a Prime 
Minister is to see that the rights of the people in this 
particular are fully protected.

The late Parliament was not chosen with reference 
to war* It had had four sessions before the war came on.
The session of 1939 was looked upon by all who were in the 
House of Commons as a pre-election session. There was a 
demand from the government supporters and the Opposition 
alike for a general election in the summer of 1939. No one 
was stronger in his demands than the Leader of the Opposition. 
All matters relating to the governmentf s administration of 
affairs at that time had been fully considered and discussed.
It was taken for granted that the Parliament had run its course*

and
Had the war not come in the autumn,/one would have 

been safe in assuming that however menacing the situation
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it would have been held over at least until the spring, 1 would 
certainly have brought on an election. I declined to bring on 
any election in the summer, feeling that the risk of war during 
the summer months or early autumn was too great, but intending 
if the autumn months were passed, to see that an election was 
out of the way before another year came around, in order that 
the Parliament that would be returned might be a Parliament 
to deal with the new situations as they might arise.

Once, however, war was declared, there was only one 
course and one duty and that was to have Parliament summoned 
at once; for the government to state its policy, and being 
sustained by Parliament, to immediately change the economy 
of the nation from a peactime to a wartime basis and organize 
Canada’s war effort as effectively as possible; lay the ground­
work of everything essential toward effective co-operation 
and then when matters had been so organized as to permit 
of their being carried on by the organization that had been 
built up, have the election brought on and over at a time 
when hostilities- were apt to be as limited as they were ever 
likely to be, and before war in all its fury burst upon the 
world#

This is the course I followed. Why then should 
there be any complaint, any talk about the uscuttling11 of 
Parliament? There had been five sessions of Parliament, 
Parliament itself instead of being an effective instrument 
of the people’s will had ‘‘scuttled’1 itself# Had Parliament 
been continued in session this year, it is perfectly evident 
from the speech of the Leader of the Opposition, made on 
the afternoon of the opening day, that the House of Commons, 
instead of being a deliberative assembly, concentrating its 
thought on the nation’s needs at the time of war, would have 
been a political background v/ith forces contending for 
superiority in the political arena, and to a corresponding 
extent, destroying the nation’s unity and the effectiveness 
of the nation’s concentrated action.

Instead of being condemned for having dissolved 
Parliament before anything of the kind was permitted to get 
under way, I would today - had I allowed such a situation to 
develop - have been condemned as having neither the foresight, 
judgment or decision necessary to save what would have been 
described as so obvious a disaster.
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LIt is part of the fgith of one v/ho holds the office 
of Prime Minister that he is held responsible not only for 
what he does, but for what, in the national interest, he 
fails to do. That is a responsibility that cannot be escaped. 
That was something of which I had to take full account in 
determining whether I should, all circumstances considered, 
try to have Parliament carry on, either for a part or the 
whole of another session, or have an old and dying Parliament 
carry on or a new Parliament with no uncertain mandate from 
the people brought into being as rapidly as circumstances 
would permit.

But it will be said: Why did you, in those circum­
stances, bring Parliament together at all? Why did you not 
dissolve before the Members were put to the inconvenience of 
coming from all parts of Canada to Ottawa?

The answer to that is very simple. I had been asked 
at the Special War Session of Parliament by the Leader of the 
Opposition to give an undertaking that an election would not 
be sprung on the country the moment the Special War Session 
was over. (See the exact date.)

I was asked to say, not only that I would not, once 
the Special Session was over, dissolve Parliament, but, at about 
what time Parliament might next be called together. I replied 
that I thought the usual custom would be followed of having 
Parliament called together sometime in the month of January.
I said it might be necessary to call Parliament together sooner 
than that, depending on the circumstances that might arise, but 
that my then intention was to have Parliament called together 
In January•

I was careful, however, to say at that time we would 
be able to decide what it was most in the national interest to 
do. No Prime Minister would be justified at any time to bind 
the hands of his colleagues and himself in the matter of 
denying the people their right to express their views at a 
time of great crisis. I was careful, therefore, to make the 
special reservation with respect to whether Parliament would 
continue in Session or not, by saying that when called together 
the government would then be in the best position to decide 
what it was wisest to do.

I need not remind you of the particular circumstances 
that arose after Parliament had been summoned, but prior to the 
coming-together of the Members, which in the national interest
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made an immediate appeal to the people imperative.

A resolution had been passed by the Ontario Legislature 
in which the iederal Government ’s war effort had been condemned. 
The resolution was introduced by a Leader of a Provincial 
Legislature and supported jointly by some of his Ministers, 
under circumstances which we now understand and which would 
never have been understood if this election had not been brought 
on when it was, and by the entire Opposition of the Ontario 
Legislature. That made imperative, apart altogether from the 
domestic situation, an immediate dissolution on international 
grounds, or, perhaps I should say, in the interests not only 
of Canada1 s v/ar effort but of the effort of the Allied powers 
in their conflict with the enemy.

Had I allowed that condemnation of Canada’s war effort 
by the Legislature of the 3a rgest province in this Dominion 
to remain unchallenged in the eyes of Germany, that country 
would have been justified in assuming that the government of 
Canada was not determined in its effort to support the British 
and the French, but was luke-warm and indifferent. If this 
impression had been followed by recriminations in Parliament 
and all kinds of charges and counter-charges, purely to serve 

; political ends, before v/e proceeded very far, the situation i would have been represented in Germany as one of Canada being 
at war with herself .

That was something of which on behalf of every 
patriotic Canadian citizen I had to take account. Had that 
resolution been passed before Parliament was summoned, or, 
indeed, in the first few weeks after the summons had been 
issued, I would have felt it necessary to have kept my promise 
not to dissolve Parliament until it had been called. I would 
also have felt it necessary to shorten the time in which Par­
liament could be brought together and have done - as I did 
prior to the Special Session - i.e. brought Parliament together 
inside of a week and acquaint the Members at once with the 
government’s decision. As Parliament was to meet on the 25th 
and the resolution of the Ontario government was passed on the 
18th of January, it left only the minimum time v/ithin which 
it would be physically possible for Members to reach Ottawa 
from all parts of the Dominion. I, therefore, allowed those 
days to pass, before acquainting Parliament arxi the country 
with the advice I had tendered the G.G. on the day following 
the resolution of the Ontario Legislature, namely that of 
an immediate dissolution being in the national interest#



Considering that by far the largest representation 
in the House of Commons was that of my own following, I would 
certainly for this, if for no other reason, have preferred 
sparing individual representatives the inconvenience of coming 
to Ottawa to learn the government’s decision for a general 
election and would have preferred this to bringing them to 
Ottawa at all, had it not been that I would then have been 
charged of having broken a promise v/hich I had given at the 
Special Session that I would not dissolve until the Members 
had been called together.

The charge that dissolution was brought on to save 
disclosures that might have affected the government’s chances 
in a political campaign is the very opposité to the situation 
as my colleagues and myself viewed the necessity of an 
immediate dissolution.

In every way we v/ould have welcomed the opportunity 
to present to the people, through Parliament, and have 
reported in the Parliamentary Debates, prior to a dissolution, 
the full statement of the government’s war effort and also 
complete answers to any of the charges that might have been 
made concerning individual transactions.

We knew, only too well, how completely the situation 
in this regard would be misrepresented by our opponents in 
a political campaign. The choice, unfortunately, was not one 
confined merely to party advantage. It was a choice between 
doing something which might be misunderstood or misrepresented 
in a political campaign to our own disadvantage as a party 
or permitting Canada’s position as a country engaged in war 
to be entirely misrepresented in the eyes of the enemy and 
her war effort paralyzed, as a consequence of political 
dissention, inside as well as outside of Parliament at a time 
of war.



Re Dissolution

Had a large majority# - No danger of defeat#
Nothing to hide - all investigated.

Will enquire fully next parliament.

Parliament will be meeting, instead of ending in May. 

Look at situation.

Berriedale Keith
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The Leader of the Opposition has said the record of the
&J) - /Oc**** c? Çê*4-' /- - i-------- - - e/ ~ "government in the prosecution of the war is the issue in this

election. He and his associates, however, have paid little , „rv .jS-L-viattention to the issue which they themselves have raisédV 
They have offered nothing but vague charges as a negative and 
destructive approach to the problem of government in a time of 
world crisis..
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Ladies and gentlemen/ I have told you of the repre­
hensible tactics which Dr/ Manion and his associates have pur­
sued, I hope I have succeeded in the not very difficult task 
of pricking the bubble of national government. I have joined 
with you in an unsuccessful search for any policy of Dr. Manion 
differing from the policy of this government which looks towards 
a more effective prosecution of the war effort of this country. 
Whatever criticism he has offered has been directed in the main 
to matters that originate prior to the war. He has tried to be­
little the steady progressive preparedness which distinguished 
this government’s deliberations and actions before the great 
tragedy came upon us. With total disregard for the facts he 
has suggested tht in some way or other Canada refused offers 
of the British government for the establishment of an Air 
Training Scheme and the manufacture on a large scale of all 
types of aeroplanes in Canada as a part of some imaginary bargain.

l* Li ft M+vttÿ%j f % t
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Dr. Manion1s promises -
if defeated.

Getting away from main issue.

Why refraining myself -
M. P*s will do duty by constituency j6 Lu.**
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The Leader of the Opposition has said that the 
record of the government in the prosecution of the war is 
the issue in this election. The Opposition, however, has 
paid little attention to what they themselves named as the 
issue. They have offered little serious criticism of our 
war effort. Instead, they have concentrated upon vague 
charges, unsupported by serious evidence^of patronage, 
favouritism and maladministration in the conduct of the 
government before the war started. Lven if the charges had 
been true - and it has not been difficult to show that most 
of them were not, they represent only a negative and 
destructive approach to the problem of government in a time 
of world crisis*



f • ■ J The official Opposition not only lacks men of

experience and of proved ability, it lacks a policy. The 

Leader of the Opposition has travelled from coast to coast 

In every locality he has left behind a promise. Nearly

S

every promise is a promise to spend the taxpayer’s money.

That is not all. In nearly every case it is a promise to use 

the taxpayers’ money for something which has nothing to do 

with the winning of the war. If these promises could be 

kept, the cost of keeping them would dissipate the resources 

which will be desperately needed for the great purpose before 

us. If the Opposition received a majority and formed a 

government, and if then any attempt was made to fulfil these 

promises, the government would have little time left to

O 381x8



8

devote to our war effort. This, I am sure, is not the kind 
of government the people of Canada want, in this hour of 
peril.

In these circumstances I suggest there should be 
no wavering. The government best able to hold this country- 
constant and united in the maximum war effort, is the 
present administration, support should not be withheld from 
it because an elector does not agree with all of its peace­
time policies. This is a war-time election, and it is a 
war-time government that is being chosen.



There has been dissatisfaction in all the allied 
countries because there is not more evidence of action, 
more noise and bustle. There are always those who care 
little how badly a job is uone, as long as it is done 
fast. That is not our way; it is not the allied way; it 

will not win the war. In a long struggle, it is the final

D sttw-l
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round that counts. The ability to endure, to hold on to 
the end, will bring victory. Me can hold on to the end, 
only if we put forth a steady and persistent effort; only 
if we are stronger each day than we were the day before; 
and only if we make every move count, and count to the 
full.

The government has already called many of our 
ablest men of all parties and men without party affiliations 
to form the general staff of our economic army. From time 
to time, as need arises, more will be called. Ability 
will be, as it bas been, the only test of fitness. This 
is but a beginning on a front where every Canadian can 
serve#

In organizing our economic life for this war, 
we have reached the stage today that was reached only in 
the third year of the last war. Our financial machinery 
is far superior to anything we had achieved even in 1918.
In laying our plans we have kept constantly before us 
the grave problems to be faced in the post-war period, 
we know that it is possible to win a military victory and 
lose an economic war# The government is doing everything 
possible to secure equality of sacrifice in war-time, 
and equality of opportunity and some degree of social 
security in the post-war period#
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It cannot be emphasized too strongly that a true National 
'government muVt draw Its strength from all sections of the country

4««w<rH
-------The y/'eybnT. government‘'does draw Its strength from e’very section

of Canada. It Is In every sense a representative government. In 
It English Canada and French Canada make national unity possible 
because they are bound together In the equitable partnership which 
is the realization of the dream of the Fathers of Confederation. 
What chance have any of our opponents of forming a strong govern­
ment representative of all parts of Canada? Let us look at the 
list of candidates. There are some ninety odd candidates calling 
themselves Independents. They bear all sorts of unfamiliar la­
bels. They have no coherence, no unity, no common purpose. They 
could not form a government. Few of them have the slightest 
hope of being elected. There are twenty-eight candidates of the 
group which in the last parliament advocated Social Credit. They 
too, all follow the latest fashion and the newest fad. They also
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have a new name. They call themselves The New Democracy.
They openly advocate conscription. To advocate conscription 
is hardly a contribution to national unity at this time. If 
they were elected, they could have little influence in the de­
liberations of Parliament. All they would do is to endeavour 
to distract attention from the business of war by organizing 
discussions on the abstract theories of their Utopian and im­
practical dreams.

The Co-Operative Commonwealth Federation has ninety-six 
candidates. But apart from the candidates of the present 
government, they are the only group with a consistent policy 
clearly outlined for the prosecution of the war. It is not our 
policy, and I do not believe it is your policy either. It ad­
vocates economic assistance to the Allies, but no military help. 
The Canadian people will not, I am sure, endanger the cause of 
freedom by such a half-hearted prosecution of the war which is 
in direct contrast with the whole-hearted vigour advocated by 
the Socialist party of Great Britain.

We now come to the Conservative party which looks upon 
the election as a kind of fanç^ dress ball and parades before 

you in the masguerade dressed up in the make-believe of National 
government. It is hard to see how their party can be a 
national government until there is a national government. It is
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just as sensible to call Dr, Manion and his associates a na­
tional government party as it is to call a man a member of 
parliament just becahe he has been nominated and before he has 
been elected. It is true that the Conservatives have some 230 
candidates. Let us consider for a minute what it is necessary 
for them to do before they can elect enough members to make a 
government, not to mention a national government. In the last 
parliament, they had one member out of twenty-six of the three 
maritime provinces. In Quebec, they had five out of sixty- 
five. In the far western provinces they had seven out of 
seventy-one. Even in Ontario, they had only twenty-five out of 
eighty-two. In more than four years, although there have been 
many by-elections, they have made no gains. In order that they 
may have a majority, they must win more than three times the 
number of seats they had in the last house. To enable them to 
form a strong government, they must elect still more. To 
enable them to form a national government, Quebec must be fully 
represented.

If you will look again at their candidates and examine
the prospects of Dr. Manion and his associates, I do not be­
lieve you will find in either the slightest hope of a National 
government representative of a united Canada.
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England and Australia re National Government, 

and Stevens,

Re reason for not wanting men of conflicting views in 

in Government.

Government is to make views of majority prevail. 

Need of opposition,

responsibility.

Manion1s promises



Consequences of Union Government -
a class war



For campaign speeches

The Government of Canada can only 

he carried on by leaders from the provinces 

of Quebec and Ontario who are in complete 

accord, e.g. Lapointe and myself#

See speech at Quebec



Never before in the history of Canada has an 
Opposition invited the people to return it to office, without 
any policy, without any programme f and, for that matter, 
without any hint of who the men will be in the administration 
they will form, if they obtain a majority. Dr. Manion has 
said that no Leader of the Opposition has ever announced 
his Cabinet before the elections - that is probably true - 
but in the past, every Leader of the Opposition has made it 
quite clear that he intended to form his government from 
among his own supporters. Once Nomination Day had passed, 
the electors only needed to look at the list of candidates 
to find out what men were likely to be in the government,
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if the Opposition were returned to power. Dr. Manion, 
however, says he is not going to form his government from 
his own following. He says that it is not to be a Conser­
vative government, but a government of the best brains 
of all parties, where are they? They are certainly not 
among his candidates. Every prominent name in the list of 
so-called National Government candidates, from coast to 
coast, is the name of a man who, in 1939, was a Conservative, 
At least that is true in every Province except the province 
of %uebec. In Quebec many of Dr. Manion1s candidates were 
prominent among the supporters of the former government 
of that Province, when we recall that Dr. Duplessis’ 
government was called the National Union government, we 
have, perhaps, discovered the real origin of the new name 
of Dr. Manion’s party.

It may be that among the more obscure candidates 
supporting Dr. Manion there are some who were not formerly 
Conservatives. I doubt, however, if the people of Canada 
will recognize among them many of the best brains in the 
country, we are, therefore, still in total ignorance of 
the men to whom Dr. Manion has invited the people of Canada 

to entrust their destinies for the next four or five years - 
years which may determine the future of our country for a 
century or more to come.



The tremendous national effort which war demands 
of Canada can only be directed by a strong government, 
fortified by an unquestioned mandate from the people» we 
cannot put forth our utmost war effort unless it is 
marshalled and guided by a government that is strong, 
steady, vigorous, patient, provident and experienced»
The people of Canada will, I am sure, hesitate long, before 
sacrificing a government containing men who, through long 
association and close personal relationships with the 
men who compose the governments of our Allies, are able 
to co-operate with them easily, smoothly and effectively»
A change of government, at this stage, by the very

D »*>sacrifice of this experience would involve delay in the 
development of our^jvar effort»
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No, Ladles and Gentlemen, the Leader of the Opposition
yIn the words of the poet Is

"Wandering between two worlds, one dead 
_ .. . ...........

For the Conservative pârty is nead. Dr. Manlon slew It with
a +■n Vic: .bis little arrow. The National governmênf 15 pbVetiress to be^

born. It will be remembered only as the dream child, of one^ 
whose National government of the best brains remained an anony­
mous shadow cabinet and nothing more. If Dr. Manlon and his 
followers, supporting his Idea of National government had any 
real desire to form It, they would first of all have done their 
utmost to remove from the minds of those whose political views 
differ from their own, any feelings of personal antipathy and 
antagonism. He has cited the Instances of Sir John A.Macdonald 
and Sir Robert Borden when they formed coalition and union 
governments. They did not first strike their colours and then 
try to make a Joseph1s coat.of the many rags and tatters that 
remained. They sought to bury personal animosities and poli­
tical differences. Sir Robert Borden first let the country 
know who his associates would be. He next did everything In 
his power to have the country believe that those who were 
associated with him were men of the highest character and
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integrity deserving public support. When Dr. Manion talked 
of National government in terras of unknown, mysterious and 
mythical personages, instead of in terms of persons whose 
identity was clear and whose policies were open, he began 
at the wrong end of the road. He must know by now that he has 
made the idea of a National government an open mockery and 
a ludicrous delusion. It is too late now for Dr. Manion and 
his associates to change their tactics either towards the 
Conservative party whose name they have sought to obliterate, 
or towards the Liberal party whose name they have sought to 
defame.

^fortunately, however, it is not too late for you, 
the people of this country, to express your opinion of his 
attempted strategy. You may doubt whether his political war­
fare inspires you with sufficient confidence to entrust him

7
with larger issues on a more striéken field.



Just let me here Illustrate how absolutely ridiculous 
h+^***'*r' is the thought or the talk of anything in

l^+***~* the nature of what he calls national government under the
e leadership of Dr. Manion and his associates. V

/&+»& *• There is a right way and a wrong way a bout going
about everything. If Dr. Manion and those who are supporting 
his national government idea had any real desire to have a 
national government formed in Canada and not to score, 1 will 
not say a party victory, but a victory for themselves and their 

j associates, they would instead of doing their utmost to 
/ x antagonize those with whom they wished to co-operate in the 
S / ; ; affairs of government, have done their utmost to conciliate
\/ y and to remove from the minds and breasts of those whose

political views differ from their own any feelings of personal 
antipathy and antagonism.

Dr. Manion has cited the instances of Sir John A. 
MacDonald and of Sir Robert Borden in the forming of coalition 
or union governments, with the constituting of which they had 
to do, as reasons why their examples should be followed in the 
present crisis.

Well, let us see how far Dr. Manion himself has sought 
to follow the example of these leaders of the Conservative 
party. To begin with, they did not begin by wiping out the 
name “Conservative" as Dr. Manion says he himself has thought 
it necessary to do - “by submerging the party of which they were 
the head" - of not only lov/ering but burying its standard andD util, ■«



substituting for the colours around which its members have 
fought with pride over generations, nondescript Joseph1s coat 
of many colours.

!They did not next seek to destroy the character of 
the men with vhom they wished to have intimate and close 
■ associations in government. On the contrary, they sought to 

bury every feeling of personal animosity and political difference 
and to build up in the eyes of the country a fooling of 
worthiness and of confidence in those with whom they were to 
be associated for purposes of coalition.

Sir John A. MacDonald and George Brown - as he 
children in our schools are being taught from the authorized 
version of their history - cordially disliked and felt a 
strong antagonism towards each other; had different tempera­
ments, different methods of approach to the public and to 
public questions; strong antagonism. They were continually 
in the heat of political conflict, saying things about each 
other which wore hard to forget. The relations betv/een them 
had become such that they did not even bow to each other in 
the streets. Yet when each had come to see that the-gevet 
ee**i£-e»ly parties were so evenly balanced that the government 
itself could not be carried on and the difficulties could 
only be solved by a union or a coalition, they limned lately 
dropped in public their political differences and concealed 
their personal animosity and did v/hat they could for the sake 
of the country and the object for which the coalition was formed 
to build up, in the eyes of their own respective parties, a 
feeling of confidence, not of antagonism toward their former 
political opponents.

When Sir Robert Borden invited Mr. Rowell and other 
Liberals to join v/ith him in forming a Union Government, Sir 
Robert Borden did not begin by saying of them, as Dr. Manion 
has said of me at Halifax, that they were neither mentally 
nor temperamentally qualified to head an administrât ion. On 
the contrary, Sir Robert did everything in his power to have 
the country believe that those associated with him wore men 
of the highest character and integrity and that because of this 
reason and the strength of their convictions, they merited all 
the support that the country could give them.

I say that when Dr. Manion talked of national govern­
ment in terms of unkown and mythical personages, instead of 
in terms of persons whose personalities and policies wore 
definitely known, he began at the wrong end of the road and
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was making the Idea of national government ludicrous in the 
eyes of the public, but when he went a step further, as he 
has done all through this campaign, and sought to destroy 

j the character^ the motives, the reputations, the ability, 
the capacity, and the integrity of the ran with whom, if a 
national government is to be formed he knows would have to be 
partners in that government, he was destroying all possibility 
of any such government ever being formed with himself as its 
leader.

It Is too late now for Dr. Manion and those associated 
with him to change their tactics, either towards the Conser­
vative Party whose name they have sought to obliterate, or the 
Liberal party whose name they have sought to defame.

Fortunately, however, it is not too late for you, 
the people of this country, whose interests at a time of war 
are being sacrificed in this fashion, to make clear that your 
confidence at least was not being given in a time of war to 
any leader who has displayed the kind of judgment that Dr.
Manion has displayed, I will not say to the nation, but to 
his own political forces in the course of the present campaign.
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The election campaign is almost over. I believe that I 
<7 - A^V... 4.•»-£<., 4*0, *4

am stating what is in the minds of hundreds of thousands of my jj
fellow countrymen and women when I express the resentment of
the people of Canada at the methods of controversy which have
been used by those who are today calling themselves the National
Government party. Gross personal attacks have been launched
against men who have served this country, in the hour of its
greatest need, faithfully, honestly and industriously. You have
heard in public meetings and homes the strident voices of thosezx

who have assailed the motives and characters of men who value 
their personal honour above all else^ and have done nothing to 
stain it. Does any Canadian in his or her own heart really 
believe that my colleagues and myself, carrying out the great­
est responsibility in the name of the Canadian people, would 
knowingly countenance for one moment the betrayal of the

D
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national trust at a time when sore trials and great burdens
are upon every man and woman in this country? Does any one
think that there is a single member of the administration, with
the eyes not only of the country, but also of his own associa­

it^.*
tes of the cabinet upon him, would knowingly permit tne advance-A
ment of the personal interest, either of himself, his friends 
or his associates, to the detriment of the public welfare or the 
surrender of accepted standards of public conduct? Hundreds 
of my fellow citizens who normally do not support the Liberal 
party have said to me in the last few weeks that they propose 
to show in the only way which is left for them to iihiw 'thili 
approvgi, their condemnation of the attempt to substitute abuse 
for argument and personalities for policies. The standards of 
public life in Canada do not justify the national degradation 
of this campaign.

I have been in tne sewtca of this country for twenty 
c- *-• <8f é-* C,< tT £~V

five years. I have always considered the public service both
a privilege and a duty. My own public career cannot last, in 
the very nature of things, for many more years. I ask you to 
consider what is to become of the public life of this country

#4K £. <*»* e-VV Ct.+'to*** 6 t (Cs. > fry#- ** .
if every time that there is an appeal to the electors, men of

/(
honour are to be branded as crooks, liars, deceivers and hypo-

A* 9 0-? é+ &€**.*
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crites, because of their readiness to serve their country in 

parliament? I ask my fellow citizens to take advantage of 

the opportunity which they will have on the 26th of March to 

deal with those who attempt to undermine public confidence 

in honest, hardworking, decent men, by an attempt to create 

suspicion and distrust.

My colleagues and I have studiously refrained from any 

attempt to assasinate the characters of those who differ with 

us in opinion. I honour the integrity of Mr. Voodsworth, of 

Mr. Coldwell, and of tjafbse who^gree with them. I believe Mr. 

Blackmore and Mr. JJ^ridget^jbe honest gentlemen ^however 

much I may disagjKee withyttieir policies. I haver" never had oc­

casion to dQurfrt ttthe personal honour of Dr. Manion.

I have been associated with most of my colleagues for

many years. We have, of course, made mistakes. No one wouldA
suggest that a peace-loving democracy such as ours could have 

turned to the making of war unless some things were left un­

done, unless some things were done in a manner which might 

have been improved. No government, at any time, is either 

infallible or perfect; least of all in times when dire events 

move so quickly that the whole economy of a nation has to 

undergo a complete transformation. I believe, however, that



ü 6 n, i
our national accomplishment is so great that the shortcomings 
affect the magnitude but little.



Does ar__ , 4^U. i-^oes anyone in this country, in his or her own
heart, really believe that my colleagues and myself, carrying 
the responsibilities which we do in the name of the Canadian 
people, would countenance for one moment, any questionable 
transaction with respect to matters vitally affecting, not 
only our own but the nation’s integrity at this time of war?

Do they think there is a single member of the 
Administration who, I will not say in the eyes of the country 
as a whole, but in the eyes of his associates in the Cabinet, 
would knowingly permit all those under his authority in any 
of the departments of the government, to attempt eiteer to

U u8i>



-7-

rurther his own personal interests or those of his friends, 
be they personal or political.

I do not believe there is, unless it be that the 
minds of some individuals have become so corrupted through 
dealings with which they themselves have become familiar that 
they are only able to attribute to others motives of the kind 
which would actuate their own behavior were they, through being 
in Office in a position to profit thereby® Y .’ha t is going to 
become of the public life of our country if men who value 
their personal honour and reputations above all else are, 
because of their readiness to serve their country in the halls 
of Parliament, to be branded every time there is an appeal to 
the people, as a body of crooks, of deceivers and corrupters, 
as hypocrites, as whited sepulchres, unfit to enjoy the society 
let alone the respect of decent men and women®

I ask my fellow citizens -in Canada to take advantage 
of the opportunity they have on the 26th of this month, to 
register emphatically their disapproval of such a course of 
procedure in political campaigns which not only serves to 
destroy the good name and the effectiveness of any administra­
tion, but which is helping to undermine the very foundations 
on which rest all the standards that we desire to see maintained 
in our public life.

You have heard men speaking in this campaign, at 
meetings and over the radio; you have seen repeated in the 
press and there recorded for all times the kind of thing 
that they have been saying about the men who have been serving 
you as faithfully, as honestly and as industriously as it is 
possible for men to serve their country at a time of its 
greatest need. You have seen their efforts, not only to 
create suspicion and distrust to the utmost limit, but so to 
condemn the actions of others as to destroy confidence in 
government itself.

I ask you as a part of your duty to this country and 
its public men to make clear when the opportunity comes to you 
on the 26th, your indignation at that kind of campaigning, that 
hereafter there may be left to men and women of decent thought, 
feeling and integrity, some sense of security that they may 
enter into the service of their country, in its Parliament and 
its political organizations without being subjected to the 
humiliation of being branded as criminals and malefactors
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and without having both their public reputations and private 
lives subject to blackmail in the eyes of their fellow-men, 
both in their own and in other lands*

This kind of thing, I submit, is uncalled for at any 
time, but doubly uncalled for at a time when men and women 
everywhere should be seeking that closer relationship of 
human brotherhood which begets trust in one another and the 
power to aid and bring comfort and assistance to minds that 
are filled with terror and hearts that are full of grief*

I ask you, Ladies and Gentlemen, how can these men 
who have been creating suspicion and distrust in our public 
life, who have been defaming the characters and the actions 
of my colleagues and myself, expect, were they given authority 
by you, to administer your affairs for the next five years, 
and ever expect to gain the co-operation of those who, throughout 
this campaign, they have been doing their utmost to destroy*



Extract from The Trime Minister•a Radio Address
over Ontario provincial network - March £5, 1940t

Dr. Manion’s abuse and irresponsibilities have been so 
extravagant that even he can scarcely hope that you will accept 
his statements at their face value. Sir Robert Borden would not 
have said, nor would he have permitted any of Ms supporters, in 
his presence and wltiiout rebuke, to say of a Minister of the Crown 
what was said in Dr. Hanlon’s presence of the Minister of Rational. 
Defence at his public mooting at Toronto. These were the words 
used: "That dyspeptic little son of liars has been a standing joke 
in every military camp since he blossomed forth as our new war 
lord last September."

These words were used of a Minister of the Crown who, 
in the last war, enlisted as a private. They were used of a 
man who was gassed in the last war. They were used of a man whose 
physical and moral com'age has triumphed over the physical handicap 
which is the heritage of his war service. They were used of a 
man who did not seek the portfolio of Minister of Rational Defence, 
but accepted its burdens as a patriotic duty.

The words were used by a man who is not without 
ambition to occupy the position now hold by the honourable and 
able public servant whose sterling qualities and patriotic 
services he so contemptuously dismisses.



(Radio address Marsh 23, 1940 - Extract confc’d p.

I suggest that you examine with care the 

words spoken at Dr. Hanlon*3 meeting. Is there not in their 

use something singularly akin to the language and the methods 

of those very Kazia whose system Is endangering freedom the 

world over. What will become of Canada if the mentality and the 

methods implied by that utterance ever become a part of the 

supreme authority in our countryt
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King Scores 
Drew's Words 
About Rogers

Toronto Reference 
Akin to Language 
Of the Nazis

Campaign methods of Con­
servative Leader Manion and 
his supporters “seeking to de­
stroy the character and repu­
tations of their opponents”, 
had removed every possibility 
of a national government with 
Dr. Manion as leader, Prime s 
Minister Mackenzie King de- 
dared in a broadcast address 
Saturday night.

In a 30-minute speech over an 
Ontario network, Mr. King sug­
gested words used by a speaker 
at Dr. Manion’s Toronto meeting 
were “singularly akin to the 
language and methods of those 
very Nazis whose system is en­
dangering freedom the world 
over”.

Reads Drew Extract.
The Prime Minister did not 

name the speaker but read from a 
report of the speech made by 
Lieut. Colonel George Drew, On­
tario Conservative Leader, at the 
Toronto meeting in which Colonel 
Drew criticized Defence Minister 
Rogers.

While declaring his convic­
tion, which he believed was 
sharedlby his opponents, that 
Dr. IMfljhion would not obtain 
a majority, in Tuesday’s 
Dominion electifijrÿMr. King 
pictured the posslmllty 4f the 
present administration were 

| defeated and a government 
of Conservatives and other 

I groups formed. 1

“What kind of government 
would result?” Mr. King asked. 
“Will it be strong enough to pro­
secute our war effort succesfully?

And how would all this look 
to the outside world? How would 
it be viewed in Germany? The

I 1government which had taken 1
Canada unitedly into the war i 
would have been defeated.”

The Prime Minister said the | 
main objective of his government I 
in prosecution of the war effort I 
“has been and will continue to be 
the preservation and extension of 
freedom at home and abroad”.

The proposed National Govern­
ment of Dr. Manion had been re­
jected by Liberals and the Co- 
Operative Commonwealth Feder­
ation but “the New Democracy 
has not committed itself”, Mr. 
King said.

Price of Their Support.
“Perhaps the price of their sup­

port would be an experiment in 
social credit and monetary in­
flation. But what would such an 
experiment do to Canada’s war 
effort? It might well, by destroy** . 
ing our credit, destroy the coun­
try altogether. I

“All that Dr. Manion is trying 
to do is to elect a party govern­
ment by the device of calling it 
a national government.”

The Conservative Leader had 
spoken of coalition or union gov­
ernments formed by Sir John A. 
Macdonald and Sir Robert Bor­
den. the Prime Minister said.

“Neither Sir John nor Sir Rob- 
ert struck their party colors and 
then tried to make a Joseph’s coat 
of the rags and tatters that re­
mained.

“Neither of them 'submerged’ 1 
as Dr. Manion says he has done 
the party which made him the 1 
leader. They recognized that with 
the destruction of party identity < 
the elements of coalition and 
union necessary to form a national I 
government themselves disap­
peared. i

“Moreover Sir John did not 
seek to destroy the character of 
the men with whom he was to 
have an intimate and close asso­
ciation in Government.

“When Sir Robert Borden invit­
ed Mr. Rowell (Hon. Newton Row­
ell) and other Liberals to join him 
in forming a union government 
he did not begin by saying of

them, as Dr. Manion said of me 
at Halifax some days ago, that 
they were ‘neither mentally nor 
tempermentally qualified to head 
an administration’.

“Sir Robert would not have 
said, nor would he have permitted 
any of his supporters to say, with­
out protest, what was said in Dr. 
Manion’s presence of the Min­
ister of National Defence (Mr. 
Rogers) at his public meeting in 
Toronto.

“These were the words used: 
‘That dyspeptic little son of Mars 
has been a standing joke in every 
military camp since he blossomed 
forth as our new war lord last 
September’.”

Served in Last War.
Referring to Mr. Rogers’ ser­

vice in the last war and the 
physical handicaps he suffered as 
a result, Mr. King described him 
as a man “who did not seek the 
Defence portfolio but accepted its 
burdens as a national duty”.

The words to which he objected 
were used, Mr. King said, “by a 
man who is not without ambition 
to occupy the position now held 
by the honorable, courageous and 
able public servant whose sterling 
qualities and patriotic services he 
so contemptuously dismisses”.
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Prime Minister Says 
Statutory Provisions 
Not To Be Deferred

Mr. Mackenzie King An­
nounces Govt. Has No In­
tention of Discontinuing 
Increases in Civil Service 
Salaries During the War

Plan for Transfer of 
Personnel in Service

Would Reduce Number 
Required To Be Brought 
Into Civil Service for Ad­
ditional Wartime Work.
“The government has no 

intention of deferring statu­
tory increases during the 
coming year,” Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King informed 
The Citizen Saturday eve­
ning. Mr. King’s statement 
clarified the government’s 
position on the question 
which has been fully dis­
cussed in recent weeks by the 
candidates in both Ottawa 
ridings in the federal elec­
tion campaign which con­
cludes with voting tomorrow.

$80,000,000 Payroll.
It, Is known that the govern- j 

ment lias been considering the | 
question of the 80 million dollar 
annual payroll of the government 
service, at Ottawa and throughout 
Canada for all permanent and 
temporary employes, in relation to 
the heavy added government costs 
due to the war.

It was estimated the govern­
ment hopes to make some con­
siderable saving by transferring 
men and women already in the 
service to other special, war time 
work, thus making greater and 
more economical use of their ser­
vices. This plan would reduce also 
the number required to be brought 
in from outside for added war 
work.

Added to Service.
Alreadÿ between 2,500 and 3,000 

persons have been added to the 
government service since the war 
broke outr last September. It has 

I been estimated that probably as 
many as 6.000 more men and 
women will have to be employed 
in the ensuing fiscal year for 
greatly increased government war 
activities in many branches, par­
ticularly in the Defence Depart­
ment with especial regard to the 
administrative side of the huge 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan 
in all parts of the country.

Helpful Discussions.
The government, through Fi­

nance Minister J. L. Ralston, has 
had discussions recently with rep­
resentatives of the organized Civil 
Service on problems affecting the 
government and the service due 
to the war. The government, The 
Citizen was told, has found these 
discussions helpful and has ap­
preciated the co-operative spirit 
displayed by the different service , 
representatives.

Early in January, when The 
Citizen discussed with Col. Ralston 
the reported possibility of statutory 
increases being deferred during 
war time, it was estimated, offi­
cially, that 8,500 employes in 
Canada would be directly affected 
to the extent of around $850,000 
annually in their pay.

Against Interference.
Mr. King’s clarifying statement 

as to the government’s intentions 
means that, regardless of the 
Dominion-wide result of Tuesday’s 
voting, statutory increases will not 
be Interfered with because Hon. 
Dr. R. J. Manion. National govern­
ment leader, at his Ottawa meet­
ing last, Wednesday night, said he 
opposed any interference with such 
increases—or with promotions— 
during war time.

All the five candidates in the 
two Ottawa ridings have made 
their individual position clear as 
being against any war time in­
terference with statutory increases 
and promotions in the service. 
With, now both Mr. King and Dr. 
Manion having stated their views, 
as leaders, in similar vein, the 
question is disposed of favorably in 
the interests of the service, at 
least for the ensuing year, and, 
possibly, for the whole period of 
the war. -
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KING SUGGESTS 
'NATIONAL' USED 
AS MERE LABEL

Says Manion Campaign 
Has Ended Possibility 
of Any Union Ministry

DEPLORES EPITHET

(By R. A. FARQUHARSON.) 
(Staff Writer, The Globe and Mail.)

Ottawa, March 24.—In his final 
radio appeal to the electors on 
Saturday night, Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King attacked Uie sin- 
eerily of Hon. R. J. Manion’s 
National Government campaign, 
labelling it a device to elect a partyj, 
government under another label.

1 If Dr. Manion had any real desire 
lo form a National Government, 
Mr. King said, he would not have 
expended so much lime "antagoniz­
ing and villifying the very men 
with whom he would have to co­
operate in the affairs of govern­
ment."

The Premier took Dr. Manion to 
Cask particularly for permitting 
Colonel George Drew in his pres­
ence and without rebuke to refer 
:o Hon. Norman Rogers "as that 
dyspeptic little son of Mars."

"These words,” Mr. King said, 
“were used of a man whose physical 
and moral courage has triumphed 
over the physical handicap which is 
the heritage of his war service.”
Sees Resemblance to Nazis.

Mr. King asked that the words 
spoken at Dr. Manion’s Toronto 
meeting be examined with care. "Is 
there not in their use something 
singularly akin to the language and 
the methods of those very Nazis 
whose system is endangering free­
dom the world over? What will be­
come of Canada if the mentality and 
the methods implied by that ut­
terance ever become a part of the 

j supreme authority in our country?”
I he asked.

Referring to Mr. Rogers’ service 
in the last war and the physical 
handicaps he suffered as a result, 
Mr. King described him as a man 
"who did not seek the defense 
portfolio, but accepted its burdens 
a. a national duly.”

The words to which he objected 
were used, Mr. King said, "by a man 
who is not without ambition to 
occupy the position now held by the 
honorable, courageous and able pub­
lic servant whose sterling qualities 
and patriotic services he so con­
temptuously dismisses.”

Dr. Manion and his associates, 
Mi\ King said, "by seeking through­
out the campaign to question the 
motives, to decry the ability and 
the integrity and to destroy, the 
character and reputations of their
opponents, have, by these attempts 
to create suspicion and prejudice, 
removed every possibility of a Na­
tional Government with Dr. Manion 
at its head.”

Having abandoned hope in some 
thirty constituencies before the 
election, what were Dr. Manion’s 
chances of securing a majority in 
Parliament? Mr. King asked. "You 
know and I know and I believe Dr. 
Manion knows he will not secure a 
majority from his own candidates," 
the Premier declared, and then 
asked if a coalition of Dr. Manion’s 
supporters with the C.C.F., the 
Social Credit-New Democrats and 
the Independents would provide 
"the kind of government Canada 
wants in wartime?”
Doubts Its Strength.

"What kind of government would 
result?” Mr. King asked. "Will it 
be strong enough to prosecute our 
war effort successfully?

"And how would all this look to 
the outside world? How would it 
be viewed in Germany? The Gov­
ernment which had taken Canada 
unitedly into the war would have 
been defeated."

The Prime Minister said the main 
objective of his Government in 
prosecution of the war effort "has 
been, and will continue lo be, the 
preservation an<| extension of free­
dom at home and abroad."

The proposed National Govern­
ment of Dr. Manion had been re­
jected by Liberals and the Co-opera­
tive Commonwealth Federation, but 
"the New Democracy has not com­
mitted itself,” Mr. King said.

"Perhaps the price of their sup­
port would be an experiment in 
social credit and monetary inflation. 
But what would such an experiment 
do to Canada’s war effort? It might

well, by destroying our credit, de­
stroy the country altogether.” = 
Denies Party CViore struck.

The Conservative Leader had 
spoken of Coalition or Union Gov­
ernments formed by Sir John A. 
Macdonald and Sir Robert Borden, 
the Prime Minister said.

"Neither Sir John nor Sir Rob­
ert struck their party colors and 
then tried to make a Joseph’s coat 
of the rags and tatters that re­
mained,” he said.

"Neither of them ‘submerged’ as 
Dr. Manion says he has done the 
party which made him the Leader. 
They recognized that with the de­
struction of party identity the ele­
ments of coalition and union neces­
sary to form a National Government 
themselves disappeared.

“Moreover, Sir John did not seek 
to destroy the character of the men 
with whom, he was to have an in­
timate and close association in gov­
ernment.

"When Sir Robert. Borden invited 
Mr. Rowell (Hon. Newton Rowell) 
and other Liberals to join him in 
forming a Union Government he did 
not begin by saying of them, as Dr. 
Manion said of me at Halifax some 
days ago, that they were ‘neither 
mentally nor temperamentally quali­
fied to head an Administration.” 
Defends Dissolution.

The Prime Minister devoted the 
whole of his last half-hour on the 
air before the election to discussion 
of two points—the quick dissolution 
of Parliament and the National Gov­
ernment proposal. The address was 
heard only over Ontario stations 
and Mr. King stated that these two 
subjects had been discussed in On­
tario "largely to the exclusion of all 
others.”

Because of the quick dissolution 
"the election which preserved your 
rights is happily almost over," Mr. 
King declared. "Are we not fortu­
nate indeed, that the men in our 
fighting forces have already cast 
their ballots, and the election will 
be over before the intensity of 
wholesale and concentrated warfare 
descends upon Europe?”

The return of the Government, 
Mr. King declared in closing, "will, 
without question, be held as the 
greatest evidence of the unity ol 
the nation in its war effort. Such 
a result would do much to sustain 
the morale and to uplift the spires 
of those at whose side Canada fights 
for victory, freedom and an ensur­
ing peace."



PRESS CLIPPINGS Office of

The Prime Minister

Name of Publication Tor or; t Q G t.u.r.

Date.

Subject

"Liberals Alienated by Conser­

vative Campaign of Vituper­
ation, Premier Says

WAR VICTORY AIM

Censures George Drew for 
"Nazi-Like” Affront to 

Hon. Norman Rogers

!

By H. R. ARMSTRONG
Ottawa, March 25.—No matter 

what the outcome of the election 
Hon. R. J. Manion could not pos­
sibly form a really national war 
government, Prime Minister Mac­
kenzie King declared in his final 
campaign broadcast over a network 
of Ontario stations.

By his campaign of abuse and vil­
ification of the government and 
its supporters, the Conservative 
leader has alienated the Liberal 
party, Mr. King pointed out. If 
the government were defeated, he 
warned. Dr. Manion would have to 
rely on support of the C.C.F. and 
New Democracy parties to secure 
a majority in parliament.

“Can you imagine an effective 
government stretching all the way 
from genuine Conservatism to the 
extremity of monetary theorists?'1 
he demanded. If the price Dr. 
Manion had ' to pay for New 
Democracy support was Social 
Credit and inflation, Mr. King 
stated, the resulting damage to na- 1 
tional credit would slow up the 
Dominion's war effort to the danger 
point. But, he charged, Dr. Manion 
was “trying by subterfuge to elect 1 
a party government in the guise of 
national government.”

On the other hand, the Canadian 
prime minister asserted, return of 
the present administration would 
everywhere be accepted as evidence 
of the people’s desire for a united 
war effort by a united Canada. By 
re-electing the present government 
the Canadian people would be re­
turning a tried and exMMènéed ad­
ministration to dtfêct *Ahe‘ victory 
drive and establish 'ta s<#tind peace.

Aim to Secure Victory
"Our citizens will then be able 

to forget party difference and join 
with the administration in the win­
ning of the war,” he assured. “At

Me-r . 25 / 40

this time all our thoughts should 
be concentrated on the one object 
of a great national effort to achieve 
victory, to secure peace and main­
tain freedom, not only in Canada, 
but for Britain and France and 
wherever tyranny and aggression 
have sought to extend their sway.”

Mr. King rebuked Dr. Manion for 
not having repudiated the attack 
made by George Drew at Toronto, 
upon Hon. Norman Rogers, defence 
minister. He quoted Mr. Drew as 
saying of Mr. Rogers: “That dyspep­
tic little son of Mars has been a 
standing joke in every military 
camp since he blossomed forth as 
our new war lord last September.”

“These words,” admonished the 
prime minister, “were used of a 
minister of the Crown who, in the 
last war, enlisted as a private. They 
were used of a man who was gassed 
in the last war; of a man whose 
physical and moral courage has 
triumphed over the physical handi­
cap which is the heritage of war 
service. They were used of a man | 
who did not seek the portfolio of \ 
minister of defence but accepted its 
burdens as a patriotic duty."

The language of this attack was 
singularly akin to that of the very 
Nazis whose system now endanger­
ed world freedom. Mr. King assert­
ed. “What will become of Canada 
if the mentality and the methods 
implied ever become a part of the 
supreme authority in our country?" 
he asked. “I ask you to consider I 
carefully whether men of this type ! 
can hope to unite Canada in a na- ! 
tional government pledged to a 
vigorous war effort.”

Vindicates Democracy
Explaining his reasons for dis­

solution of parliament, Mr. King 
quoted Berriedale Keith, of Edin­
burgh University, regarded as one 
of the best known authorities on 
the constitution of the British 
Empire, as stating that the Cana-1 
dian premier’s action “should be 
regarded as the most striking vin­
dication of democratic government,, 
in the British Commonwealth.”

Dissolution, he said, was a politi­
cal disadvantage to the government. 
But this aspect had been disregard­
ed because it was felt to be in 
the true interests of the Dominion 
and energetic prosecution of the 

j war. “It should never be forgotten," 
he reminded, “that only by free and 
regular elections is democracy itself 
preserved.”

Parliament had been dissolved, 
he staled, so that Canada would 
not lose its own democratic free
ciom while it was engaged in the
atruggle to preserve it at home and
•broad.
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By II It. ARMSTRONG
Ottawa, March 25. — No matter 

j what the outcome of the election
j Hon. R. J. Mnnimt could not pos­

sibly form a really national war 
government, Prime Minister Mac- 
kenzie King declared in his final 
campaign broadcast over a network 
of Ontario station:-.

By his campaign of abuse and vil­
ification of the government and 
its supporters, the Conservative 
leader has alienated the Liberal 
party, Mr. King pointed out. If 
the government were defeated, he 

I warned. Dr. Man ion would have to 
| rely on support of the C.C.F. and 
I New Democracy parties to secure 
j a majority in parliament.

"Can you imagine an effective 
j government stretching all the way 

from genuine Conservatism to the 
extremity of monetary theorists?" 
he demanded. If the price Dr. 
Man ion had ' to pay for New 
Demoni v support w a- Social 
Credit and inflation, Mr. King 
stated the resulting damage to na­
tional credit would slow up the 

i Dominion's war effort to the danger 
point. But, he charged, Dr. Ma nit) n 

j was "trying by subterfuge to elect 
a party government in the guise of 
national government.”

On the other hand, the Canadian 
prime minister assorted, return of 

j the present administration would 
everywhere be accepted as evidence 
of the people's de ire for a united ' 
war effort by a united Canada. By 
re-electing the present government 
the Canadian people would be re­
turning a tried and experienced ad­
ministration to direct the victory 
drive and establish a soiind peace.

Aim to Secure Victory 
"Our citizens will then be able 

to forget party difference and join 
with the administration in the win­
ning of the war." he assured. "At

40

this time all our thoughts should 
be concentrated oil the one object 
of a great national effort to achieve 
victory, to secure peace and main­
tain freedom, not only in Canada, 
but for Britain and France and 
v her ever tyranny and aggression 
have sought to extend their sway."

Mr. King rebuked Dr. Man inn for 
not having repudiated the attack 
made by George Drew at Toronto, 
upon Hon. Norman Rogers, defence 
minister, lie quoted Mr, Drew as 
■.lying of Mr. Rogers: "That dyspep­
tic little son of Mars has been a 
standing joke in every military 
vamp since he blossomed forth as 
our new war lord last September."

"These words," admonished the 
prime minister, "were used of a 
minister of the Crown who, in the 
last war. enlisted as a private. They 
were used of a man who was gassed 
in the last war: of a man whose 
physical and moral courage has 
triumphed over the physical handi­
cap which is the heritage of war 
service. They were used of a man 
who did not seek the portfolio of 
minister of defence but accepted its 
burdens as a patriotic duty."

The language of this attack wa* 
singularly akin to that of the very 
Nazis whose system now endanger­
ed world freedom. Mr. King assert­
ed. "What will become of Canada 
if the mentality and the methods 
implied ever become a part of the 
supreme authority in our country?" 
he asked "I a.-k you to consider 
carefully whether men of this type 
ran hope to unite Canada in a na­
tional government pledged to a 
vigorous war effort.”

Vindicates Democracy
Explaining Ins reasons for dis­

solution of parliament, Mr. King 
quoted Bcrriedale Keith, of Edin­
burgh University, regarded as one 
of the best known authorities on 
the constitution of the British 
Empire, as stating that the Cana­
dian premier’s action "should be 
regarded as the most striking vin­
dication of democratic government, 
in the British Common wealth."

n "i'lhon, lie said, was a politi­
cal disadvantage to the government. 

' ' ' ;,- Pce had been disregard- 
it was felt !.. be in 

truc ''to-ests of the Dominion 
and energetic prosecution of the 
?var- "B should never be forgotten,"
1" " ,n|ndcd. "that only by froo and 
regular elections is democracy itself 
preserved.”

Bat Marnent had been dissolved,
1 ' 'Mii.-d. so that Canada would 
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KING FORESEES 
HERRIDGE BLOC 
AS MANION ALLY

r Says Both Liberals and C.C.F. 
Spurn ‘National’ Regime

INFLATION BOGEY RAISED

Premier Fears Opponents 
Would Tamper With Nation’s 

Credit If Elected

Ottawa, March 24.—(P—Campaign 
methods of Conservative Leader 

' Manion and his supporters "seek­
ing to destroy the character and 
reputations of their opponents," 
had removed every possibility of a 

; National Government with Dr., 
Manion as leader. Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King declared in a 

j broadcast address Saturday night.
In a 30-minute speech over an 

Ontario network, Mr. King suggest­
ed words used by a speaker at Dr 
Manion’s Toronto meeting were 
"singularly akin to the language 
and methods of those very Nazis 
whose system is endangering free­
dom the world over.”

The Prime Minister did not 
/name the speaker but read from a 
report . of the speech made by 
Lieut.-Col. George Drew, Ontario 
Conservative leader, at the Toronto 
meeting in which Col. Drew criti­
cized Defence Minister Rogers.
I While declaring his conviction, 
Which he believed was shared by 
his opponents, that Dr. Manion 
would not obtain a majority in 
Tuesday's Dominion election. Mr. 
King pictured the possibility if the 
present administration were defeat- 

■ 2d and a Government of Conserva­
tives and other greup*. formed.

"What kind of Government would 
result?” Mr. King asked. "Would it 
be strong enough to prosecute our 
war effort successfully?

"And how would all this look to 
the outside world? How would it be 
viewed in Germany? The Govern­
ment which had taken Canada un­
itedly into the war would have

*Tfie'Prime MinisTef said the main
objective of his Government in 
prosecution of the war effort "has 
been ai/ri will continue to be the 
préservation and Extension of free­
dom at home and abroad.”

HINTS HERRIDGE TIE-UP.
The proposed National Govern­

ment of Dr. Manion had becfl re­
jected by Liberals and the Co­
operative Commonwealth Federa­
tion but "the New Democracy has 
not committed itself,” Mr. King 
said.

"Perhaps the price of their sup­
port would be an experiment in 
Social Credit and monetary infla­
tion. But what would such' an ex­
periment do to Canada's war ef­
fort? It might well, by destroy­
ing our credit, destroy the country 
altogether.

"All that Dr. Manion is trying to 
do is to elect a party government 
by the device of calling it a Na­
tional Government.”

The Conservative leader had 
spoken of coalition or union gov­
ernments formed by Sir John A. 
Macdonald and Sir Robert Borden, 
the Prime Minister said.

"Neither Sir John nor Sir Robert 
struck their party colors and then 
tried to make a Joseph's coat of 
the rags and tatters that remained.

"Neither of them 'submerged' as 
Dr. Manion says he has done the 
party which made him the leader. 
They recognized that with the de­
struction of party identity Tie ele­
ments of coalition and union ne­
cessary to form a National Govern­
ment themselves disapoeared.

“Moreover Sir John did not seek 
to destroy the character of the men 
with whom he was to have an inti­
mate and close association in gov­
ernment.

"When Sir Robert Borden invit­
ed Mr, Rowell (Hon^N%Wton

Rowell) and other Liberals to join 
him in forming a union govern­
ment he did not begin by saying 
of them, as Dr. Manion said of me 
at Halifax some days ago, that they 
were 'neither mentally nor temper­
amentally qualified to head an ad­
ministration.’

"Sir Robert would npt have said, 
nor would he have permitted any 
of his supporters to say. without 
protest, what was said in Dr. Mani­
on’s presence of the Minister of 
National Defence (Mr. Rogers) at 
his public meeting in Toronto.

"These were the words used: ‘That 
dyspeptic little son of Mars has been 
a standing joke in every military 
camp since he blossomed forth as 
our new war lord last Septem­
ber’.”

Referring to Mr. Rogers' service 
in the last war and the physical 
handicaps he suffered as a result, 
Mr. King described him as a man 
"who did not seek the defence port­
folio but accepted its burdens as 
a national duty.”

The words to which he objected 
were used, Mr. King said, "by a 
man who is not without ambition 
to occupy the position now held by 
the honorable, courageous and able 
public servant whose sterling qual­
ities and patriotic services he so 
contemptuously dismisses.”
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HERRIDGE BLOC 
ASMANION ALLY
Says Both Liberals and C.C.F. 

Spurn ‘National’ Regime
INFLATION BOGEY RAISED

Premier Fears Opponents 
Would Tamper With Nation's 

Credit If Elected

Ottawa. March 24.— (P—Campaign 
methods of Conservative Leader 
Manion and his supporters "seek­
ing to destroy the character and 
reputations of their opponents,” 
had removed every possibility of a 
National Government with Dr. 
Manion as loader, Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King declared in a 
broadcast address Saturday night.

In a 30-minute speech over an 
Ontario network, Mr. King suggest­
ed words used by a speaker at. Dr 
Man ion's Toronto meeting were 
"singularly akin to the language 
and methods of those very Nazis 
whose system is endangering free­
dom the world over.”

The Prime Minister did not 
/name the speaker but read from a 
report . of the speech made by 
Lieut.-Col. George Drew. Ontario 
Conservative leader, at the Toronto 
meeting in which Col. Drew criti­
cized Defence Minister Rogers.

While declaring his conviction, 
Which he believed was shared by 
liis opponents, that Dr, Manion 
vvould not obtain a majority in 
Ifuesday's Dominion election. Mr. 
King pictured the possibility if the 
present administration were defeat- 

i ?d and a Government of Conserva­
tives and other groups.formed.

"What kind of Government would 
result?” Mr. King asked. "Would it 
be strong enough to prosecute our 
war effort successfully?

"And how would all this look to 
the outside world.’ How would it be 
viewed in Germany? The Govern­
ment which had taken Canada un­
itedly into the war would have 

' ifeated.”

The Prime Minister said the main
objective of his Government in 
prosecution of the war effort ‘'has 
been ai,d will continue to be the 
preservation and dxtension of free­
dom at home and abroad."

HINTS HERRIDGE TIE-UP.
The proposed National Govern­

ment of Dr. Manion had been re­
jected by Liberals and the Co­
operative Commonwealth Federa­
tion but "the New Democracy has, 
not committed itself,” Mr. King j 
said.

"Perhaps the price of their sup- i 
port would be an experiment in i 
Social Credit and monetary infla-1 
tion. But what would such an ex­
periment do to Canada's war ef­
fort? It might well, by destroy­
ing our credit, destroy the country 
altogether.

"All that Dr. Manion is trying to 
do is to elect a party government 
by the device of calling it a Na­
tional Government.”

The Conservative leader had 
spoken of coalition or union gov­
ernments formed by Sir John A. 
Macdonald and Sir Robert Borden, 
the Prime Minister said.

"Neither Sir John nor Sir Robert 
struck their party colors and then 
tried to make a Joseph’s coat of 
the rags and tatters that remained.

"Neither of them ‘submerged" as 
Dr. Manion says he has done the 
party which made him the leader. 
They recognized that with the de­
struction of party identity „he ele­
ments of coalition and union ne­
cessary to form a National Govern­
ment themselves disappeared.

"Moreover Sir John did not seek 
to destroy the character of the men 
with whom he was to have an inti­
mate and close association in gov­
ernment.

"When Sir Robert Borden jnvit- 
| ed Mr. Rowell (Hon, . Newton

Rowell) and other Liberals to join 
him in forming a union govern­
ment he did not begin by saying 
of them, as Dr. Manion said of me 
at Halifax some days ago, that they 
were 'neither mentally nor temper- i 
amentally qualified to head an ad- ! 
ministration.’

"Sir Robert would nol have said, ! 
nor would he have permitted any 
of his supporters to say. without 
protest, what was said in Dr. Mani- 
on's presence of the Minister of 
National Defence (Mr. Rogers) at 
his public meeting in Toronto.

"These were the words used: ‘That 
dyspeptic little son of Mars has been 
a standing joke in every military 
camp since he blossomed forth as 
our new war lord last Septem­
ber’.”

Referring lo Mr. Rogers' service 
in the last war and the physical 
handicaps he suffered as a result, 
Mr. King described him as a man 
"who did not seek the defence port­
folio but accepted its burdens as 
a national duty.”

The words to which he objected 
were used, Mr. King said, "by a 
man who is not without ambition 
to occupy the position now held by 
the honorable, courageous and able 
public servant whose sterling qual­
ities and patriotic services he so 
contemptuously dismisses.”
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No Possibility 
Nat Govt With 
Manion Leader
Assertion of Prime Minis 

ter, Who Says Conserva­
tives Seek to Destroy 
Opponents’ Reputations.

Campaign methods of Conser­
vative Leader Manion and his sup­
porters “seeking to destroy the 
character and reputations of their 
opponents,” had removed every 
possibility of a National govern­
ment with Dr. Manion as leader, 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
declared in a broadcast address 
Saturday night.

Akin to Nazi Methods.
In a 30-minute speech over an 

Ontario network, Mr. King sug­
gested words used by a speaker at 
Dr. Manion’s Toronto meeting 
were “singularly akin to the langu­
age and methods of those very 
Nazis whose system is endangering 
freedom the world over.” .

The Prime Minister aid not 
name the speaker but read from 
a report of the speech made by 
Lieut.-Col. George Drew, Ontario 
Conservative leader, at the Toronto 
meeting in which Col. Drew criti- 
sized Defence Minister Rogers.

While declaring his conviction, 
which he believed was shared by 
his opponents, that Dr. Manion 
would not obtain a majority, in 
Tuesday’s Dominion election, Mr. 
King pictured the possibility if the 
present administration were de­
feated and a government of Con­
servatives and other groups 
formed.

“What kind of government 
♦would result?” Mr. King asked, 
“Will it be strong enough to pro­
secute our*wafî en($b successfully?

T<t Outside World.
“And how would all this look to 

the outside world? How would* it 
be viewed in Germany? The gov­
ernment which had taken Canada 
unitedly into the war would have 
been defeated."

The Prime Minister said the 
main objective of his government, 
in prosecution of the war effort 
“has been and will continue to 
be the preservation and extension 
of freedom at home and abroad.”

The proposed National govern­
ment of Dr. Manion had been re­
jected by Liberals and the Co- 
Operative Commonwealth Federa­
tion but “the New Democracy has 
not committed itself,” Mr. King 
said.

“Perhaps the price of their sup­
port would be an experiment in 
Social Credit and monetary infla­
tion. But what would such an 
experiment do to Canada’s war 
effort? It might well, by destroy­
ing our credit, destroy the country 
altogether.

“All that Dr. Manion is trying 
to do is to elect a party govern­
ment by the device of calling it 
a National government.”

The Conservative leader had.

spoken of coalition or union gov­
ernments formed by Sir John A. 
Macdonald and Sir Robert Borden, 
the Prime Minister said.

“Neither Sir John nor Sir Robert 
struck their party colors and then 
tried to make a Joseph’s coat of 
the rags and tatters the remained.

“Neither of them ’submerged’ as 
Dr. Manion says he has done the 
party which made him the leader. 
They recognized that with the 
destruction of party identity the 
elements of coalition and union 
necessary to form a National gov­
ernment themselves disappeared.

“Moreover Sir John did not 
| seek to destroy the character of 
the men with whom he was to 
have an intimate and close asso­
ciation in government.

“When Sir Robert Borden in­
vited M!r. Rowell (Hon. Newton 
Rowell) and other Liberals to join 
him in forming a Union govern­
ment he did not begin by saying 
of them, as Dr. Manion said of me 
at Halifax isome days ago, that 
they were . ‘neither mentally nor 
temperamentally qualified to head 
an administration.’

“Sir Robert would not have said, 
nor would he have permitted any 
of his supporters to say, without 
protest, what was said in Dr. 
Manion’s presence of the minister 
of national defence (Mr. Rogers)

h1s nnblic meeting in Toronto.
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Aa National Party.
“These were the words used : 

“That dyspeptic little son of Mars 
has been a standing joke in every 
military camp since he blossomed 
forth as our new war lord last 
September.’ ”

Referring to Mr. Rogers’ service 
in the last war and the physical 
handicaps he suffered as a result. 
Mr. King described him as a man 
“who did not seek the defence 
portfolio but accepted its burdens 
as a national duty.”

The words to whiclv he objected 
were used. Mr. King said, by a 
man who is not without ambition 
to occupy the position now held 
by the honorable, courageous and 
able public servant whose sterling 
qualities and patriotic services he 
so contemptuously dismisses. /['
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KING ASSERTS ! 
LIBERAL WIN ! 

MEANS UNITY
Claims Citizens Will Forget 

Party Differences After 
Election and “Join in Win­
ning the War”

Ottawa, March 25—Prime Minis­
ter Mackenzie King said in a politi­
cal speech here that the return of 
the present Government in to­
morrow’s Dominion election “will 

jmean that once.the heat of the cain- 
1 paign has passed, our citizens will 
be able to forget party differences 
and join with the war administra­
tion in the winning of the war.”

“The return of the present Ad­
ministration will, without question, 
he held as the greatest evidence of 
unity of the nation in its war effort,” 
he said in a 30-minute broadcast 
Saturday night over an Ontario net­
work.

“Such a result would do much 
to sustain the morale and to uplift 
I he spirits of those at whose side 
Canada fights for victory, freedom 
and an enduring peace.”

The Prime Minister was critical 
of Conservative Leader Manion’s 
plan for National Government and 
declared “all that Dr. Man ion is try­
ing to do is to elect a party gov­
ernment by the device of calling it 
a National Government.”

If the Conservative leader and 
those supporting him ever had any 
real desire to form such a govern­
ment “they would not have ex­
pended so much of their efforts on 
antagonizing and villifying the very 
men with whom they would have to 
co-operate in the affairs of govern­
ment.”

Campaign methods of the Con­
servatives “seeking to destroy the 
character and reputations of their 
opponents” had removed every pos­
sibility of a National Government 
with Dr. Manion as leader, Mr. King 
continued.

Mr. King said he did not know 
where Dr. Manion would find his 
allies for any National Government 
because the Co-operative Common­
wealth Federation had repudiated 
any such alliance and the New 
Democracy had not committed it­
self.

The Prime Minister defended his 
decision to have Parliament dissolv­
ed last January and said that criti­
cism of the dissolution has from the 
beginning been voiced by those who 
were disappointed and frustrated by 
the unsuccessful attempt to prolong 
the life of Parliament with the ob­
ject. of forming a Union Govern­
ment.
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62 Canada and the War, Radio address by King 8 Mar. 1940 D 37761 - D 37786

62 Campaign Speech of Mr. King 10 Mar. 1940 D 37787 - D 37899

62 Re: Toronto Meeting, Massey Hall 14 Mar. 1940 D 37900 - D 38029

62 Draft Broadcasts, General Elections, 1940, 
Radio

Mar. 1940 D 38030 - D 38154

62 Ottawa meeting, Auditorium 25 Mar. 1940 D 38155 - D 38175

62 Results of Election 26 Mar. 1940 D 38176-D 38182

63 "The Present Outlook". Speeches outside 
Parliament

30 Apr. 1940 D 38183 - D 38203

63 German Invasion of Belgium and the 
Netherlands, King Radio Address

10 May 1940 D 38204 - D 38216

63 Speech of Mr. King on Suspension of House 
proceedings and re: The Appointment of the 
Hon. R.B. Hanson, as House Leader of the 
Conservative Party

16 May 1940 D 38217 - D 38221

63 Speech on the Address in reply in Parliament 20 May 1940 D 38222 - D 38224



Ottawa mooting 
t

Privilege to address fellow-citizens#

Many reasons given why Canada»» war
effort should be entrusted to a 

different government#
(1) Not married#
(2) Have house in country#
(3) Dr# Mani>n has made innumerable

speeches - travelled 
thousands of miles#

(4) Non-oo-operntlo: with Hanlon#

Re: Dissolution

Hammy Hill's statement# 
Grattan O'Leary's statement#



C.r?

Extract from Canadian Press report In 
The Ottawa Citlsen of March 25, 1940, 
of Cole Drew1a speech In Windsor, Ont#, 
March 24th > 

Col# Drew described Defence 

Minister Rogers as a "dyspeptic little 
eon of Mars" and said! "I»a in no way- 
sorry for those words — they describe 
the minister botter than any I could 
think of."



Ottawa meeting.

privilege to address fellow-citizens.

Resident Ottawa - 40 years.

Many changes in Ottawa in that time.

Am proud to feel I have had a share in bringing 
some of them about#

As well-known to moat as Pat is to children on Sandy Hill.

Many reasons given why Canada’s war efort should be entrusted

to a different government.

(1) I am not married or father to a large family.

Plead guilty In this case to
putting party before country#

(2) That I have a hoaee In the country which I go to
oeo**^- anally.

Cottage at Klngsmere - 40 years#

King sine re - 12 miles.
Chequers - 30 "
Bawarden - 270 miles.

Duncan MacTavlsh also cottage at Élngsmere. 
Cairine Wilson - house at Rockllffe.

Day will come when Klngsmere as much a suburb 
of Canada's Capital as Rockllfle is to 
present Capital#

Better if some public men talked less and 
saw a little ware of the country#



•2-

(*) Dr# Manlon lia a made Innumerable speeches - 
.... travelled"thousands or mile s.

1 am blamed for not following example.

Have not regarded political meetings as 
vaudeville performances, or

general election aa marathon - long 
distance race.

I have to think about what will hap ^en 
the day after tomorrow.

My voice In better shape tonight 
than Manlon'a anti I am In better shape 
to deal with problem of government.

What would have been said if I had left the 
Capital In these times » 
party before country,

and did not care what happened about the war.

Note : both mysell and party have been handicapped 
but believe people understand.

(4) lon-co-operation with Manlon.

It takes two to co-operato.

Not have motives misconstrued and 
actions misrepresented.

3ee statement in House of Commons.

BSX DI3SQL0TI0H

Things that opponents condemn me for, I think I 
should be praised for*

Hammy Hill's statement.
Grattan 0«Leary1» etatemont.



City — resided last 40 years#

1* dissolution
Ontario Legislature - what said
How matters would have "one on in Parliament.

Hanlon's speech «• effect on war effort 
Satinâtes 
Budget.

*• Gqyerwwm
How formd

Compare with Sir John and Sir Robert
* * Stevens

Heed to show colours
Heed to work together

(throw into river)
Drew again 
Word for Rogers

*• Sftfe9f Pt».
Brunt of the wounds » Lin«v>iw
What would happen If I had met with Manlon's wish

(national '-ovemment)



Ottawa Jaaeofr

City - rets Idea last

*•

Ontario Legislature - what said

I
Manlon's speech - war

I

■
2, national npyornmont

Compare with >ir John and Sir Robert I

Stevens

to

Hoad to togo ther

(throw into

Word.

»• ISJ^.,.?JJÆ»
Brunt the wounds - Lincoln

What would ua ripen if 1 had with Canion’s I

Hatlonal Government

^repea^^^
^repetition
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Party before country

rotumlm- to old parties 

united with financial interests 

Efloct on war effort#

Liberalei Conservatives

veruas C.C#F#e Social Credit, indépendants. 
Class war

Mote: Ottawa may help to determine result

*• ihat, the situation will be, or A'adn-.sdey 
(a) if • ovt, returned by a rood majority 

" I ana defeated 

" :~ovt, not returned 

(fc) If fpnlcn. .iMtfefttfcftr - roup» 
hlS party In majority 

with other grouse 
I# If ManIon defeated 

2# If Manlon called on to form a govt# 

get hie (Sinister» (out of Hat# tiovt#) 
otht.rwl ,e — effect on war effort 
10 day» »

the election of Mlnletere 
7 or 8 week»

(what If Ministers defeated?)
Effect on war effort

get familiar with
get ready for Parliament



r
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How Hanlon govt. likely to work In Parliament :

effect on war effort 

parties nearly divided 
Party govt, best for Canada and all classes.

»• gteftttoq, Qy*>r - tt» real lame
Victory. Peace. 1 reedora.

thought we had all 5 
only a partial victory 

National War Memorial
King • enduring peace, enduring freedom 
this la the record of moral progrès»

with both we will have victory 
Our memorial will serve fortboth »

1914 - 1918 
add dates 1959 -

The heart of Canada.

(Sea King's adcreee)
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Toronto Star...... ..........

Mar. 26/40

MANION WIN WOULD MEAN 
CRUCIAL DELAY, IS WARNING

May Take Weeks to Get All Ministers Seats, and Summon 

House—Cabinet Composition Still a Mystery 

—Answers Criticism

Ottawa. March 26.—After' an 
eight weeks, , campaign .the public 
was still completely in the dark as 
to' the identity of the men Hon. R. 
J. Manion ' would .'choose for his 
cabinet, or what policies the. so- 
called “National government'' would 
pursue were the presept government 
to be defeated. Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King told a cheer­
ing audience that packed the large 
Hockey Auditorium here last night. 
His text follows.

In the course of my public life, 
about which you have heard a good 
deal on both sides during the 
present election campaign, there 
have been many incidents which it 
is a great pleasure for me to recall, 
but I doubt whether there is any 
which will linger in ray memory 
quite so long as this great gathering 
this evening, and the generous wel­
come which you have so kindly 
given me and the remarks that have 
been made with reference to myself 
and those who are supporting me 
in the campaign.

During the last few weeks I have 
heard so much and haVe read so 
much about myself that I have 
begun to wonder what sort of a 
fellow I am. In that regard I can 
only say that it is a great relief 
to me at the close of the campaign 
to be once again addressing my 
fellow-citizens in the city in which 
I have lived for 40 years.

Mr. MacTavish has been kind 
enough to make some reference to j 
my having been a citizen of Ottawa j 
for a good many years. I should I 
hardly believe it myself, if I did | 
not know it as a matter of fact, but | 
the fact is that 40 years have gone : 
by since I first came to Ottawa to j 
enter the public service here. In 
those 40 years I have come to know . 
a great many of the citizens of the | 
capital, some intimately and others 
whose acquaintance I should like j 
to have cultivated tc a greater ex- ■ 
tent than I have done; and tc most 
of you I am fairly well known, !. 
almost as well known as my good 
old dog Pat is known to so many i 
of the children around Sandy Hill.

Extraordinary Arguments
A good many reasons have been 

given you in the course of this 
campaign as to why the govern­
ment should be changed. Some 
of these reasons, I must say, strike 
me as most extraordinary.

One of the reasons given as to 
why I should not continue in office, 
and why Dr Manion should suc­
ceed me, is that I am not a married 
man and have not a large family. 
That may bo a great loss to the 
country, but I should like to know 
just how that is going to affect 
the winning of the war.

Another reason is that I happen 
to have a house in the country. 
Well, so I have ... I have had it 
for 40 years. It is said that I go to 
the country in the summer and 
spend an occasional week-end j 
there. That is true, for occasionally 
I do get away from the capital for 
a short time. But surely that is an 
extraordinary reason why you 
should change the government. In 
England, some benevolent gentle­
men have made provision for a 
country estate known as Chequers, 
for the sole purpose of affording the 
prime minister of Great Britain a 
country residence, no matter who 
that prime minister may happen to 
be.

It is not so very long ago that 
Rockcliffe. where our good friend 
Senator Wilson lives, seemed to be a

long way out of the capital. I be­
lieve the day will come when Kings- 
mere will be as close a suburb of 
this great capital as Rockliffe is.

Another argument was put for­
ward by Dr. Manion in his con­
cluding address the other evening. 
Dr. Manion has made I do not know 
how many speeches, and has travel­
led I do not know how many thou­
sands of miles. It is complained that 
I have not gone around the country 
addressing a large number of me'et-

*1160.
Radio Better Way

I have taken the view that the 
problems facing the country today, 
and the grave issues that arc at 
stake, could be presented to the Can­
adian people more advantageously 
by being stated quietly over the 
radio, so that they might be heard 
from one end of Canada to the 

j other.
But one very soon learns in 

politics that no matter what you do, 
your opponents will tell you you 
ought to have done the opposite. In 
the cabinet of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, 
when his colleagues spoke about any 
particular attitude to some question 
or other and said: “If you do so and 
so your opponents will say that you 
ought to have done something else.’’ 
Sir Wilfrid would reply: "Yes. and 
if you did the opposite they would 
tell you that you ought to have done 
so and so; therefore it will be so and 
so. no matter what happens.’*

Now. supposing that instead of 
remaining as much as I possibly 
could at the seat of government here 
in Ottawa—for which my opponents 
today are condemning me—I had 
gone about the country addressing 
meetings everywhere. My oppon­
ents would have said that instead of 
■attending to the country’s business 
I was putting party before country 
and travelling from Vancouver to 
Halifax addressing political meet­
ings.

Duty Came First
It has been a great handicap to 

me personally, and perhaps I am 
guilty of a little vanity when I say 
that it may have been a handicap to 
some of my good friends who arc 
candidates, that I have not been able 
to appear before their electors and 
speak for them. I have felt, how­
ever, that no matter what the con­
sequences might be my duty was to 
be in the capital. I am not so sure, 
after all, that we are not all better 
off. I rather think my voice i 
is n better shape at this moment 
than Dr. Manion’s; I am in bet­
ter shape all round, I believe, and 
being in good shape counts for a 
great deal when one has to conduct 
the nation’s business.

What possible bearing will the 
number of speeches that Dr. Manion 
has made, and the number of miles 
that he has travelled across the coun­
try, have upon the outcome of the 
war?

A criticism has been made that 
I have not co-operated with Dr. 
Manion as fully as I should have 
done, it is said that Dr. Manion 
was willing to co-operate and I 
should have responded. Well, it 
takes two to co-operate.
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I I have here a statement made I"
I by Dr. Man ion in parliament on !
! March 7, 1939. Appreciating the 

seriousness of the situation, I felt 
that it was my duly to call in not 
only Dr. Ma ni on. but the leaders 
of the other parties, and to show 
•hem some of the dispatches com­
ing to the government—communica­
tors from ■ .til# pttime., minister of

Great Britain—which indicated the 
condition was grave indeed. I 

i showed these dispatches to Dr.
I Manion and the others, because I 

felt that they were as serious as 
anything could be, and this is what 
Dr. Manion said shortly after:

“When I heard the right honor­
able gentleman even bring up the 
phantom of war . . .”

I ask you to keep in mind the 
fact that Dr. Manion says that we 
should have been prepared for this 
war three years ago.

A voice: Five years ago.
Mr. Mackenzie King: Someone 

says five years ago and Dr. Manion 
was suggesting that we should have 
had a general election last June or 
July. I do not know what the con­
dition of the country would have 
been if I had listened to the leader 
of the opposition then. Let me 
quote what he said on March 7:

“When I heard the right honor­
able gentleman even bring up the 
phantom of war, as he did the 
other day. to frighten the people, I 
suppose without any more basis for 
it than there is a basis for very 
much that the right honorable 
gentleman says ... I doubt whether 
the right honorable gentleman the 
other day, when he stood up in this 
House and implied or made a state­
ment to the effect that we are pos­
sibly on the verge of war, had any­
thing at all in the back of his head 
except the idea of evading the 
question put to him as to whether 

, he favored the giving of contracts 
on that basis.”

How Can You Co-operate?
Now, how can you co-operate 

with a man when, after you have 
shown him documents of a grave 
nature indicating the possibility of 
war, and after you have spoken 
earnestly in parliament urging 
upon your fellow members the im­
portance of being careful in one’s 
utterances in view of the gravity of 
the situdtioiT,,cknd àêftér you have 
confided in him—that man . turns 
around and ^says maf whfcn you 
made a statement to the effect that 
we were on the verge of war you 
had in the back of your head only 
the idea of evading a question put 
to you? Again, he makes this 
statement:

l “His" tactics are to draw a red " 
herring across the trail. That is 
what he did the other day with 
regard to this supposedly terribly 
critical world situation—a situation 
no more critical than it has been ! 
for months and months . . .”

Accused of Drawing Herring
In other words, when I was 

telling this country that we were 
on the verge of war and advising 
that we should be careful in what­
ever we did to ensure that our acts 
should not be misinterpreted, then 
I am told by one to whom I showed 
confidential documents that I am 
drawing a red herring across the 
trail. Again I quote:

“He called me in one day and 
showed me some of the dispatches. 
... I know his tactics: He wanted 
to be able to stand up in this House 
and say that on one occasion he 
called me in. That is his slippery 
way. I know his tactics, his 
slippery tactics.”

I ask you. ladies and gentlemen: 
How can you do much in the way 
of co-operation with anyone who 
will so misinterpret and misrepre­
sent both your motives and your 
acts?

Some of my best friends are 
among the leading Conservatives in 
this city, and one of my best friends 
is “Hammie” Hill. On Saturday 
night last there was a great Con­
servative gathering in which 
Hammie. as president, took his 
part and gave a nice address. I 

I want to be as kind to him as he 
was to me. I quote from the 
Ottawa Journal of this morning. 
March 25. reporting what Mr. Hill 
said:

“On the subject of the closing 
of parliament. Mr. King had given 
a very nice address on constitu­
tional law. but he had said nothing 
on the specific point of his having 
closed parliament after opening it.
. . . Mr. King had completely 
ignored the point that he had called 
parliament together and promised 
Dr. Manion and the opposition 
there would be another session.”

Mr. Hill is right on one point 
and wrong on the other. I had 
said that I would call parliament 
together; but he is wrong when he 
says I promised that there would 
be another session. The best proof 
of that is to be found in the words 
I used in parliament, when I was 
asked by Dr. Manion whether I 
intended to dissolve parliament im­
mediately, or call another session 
before an election.

Had to be Careful
“I realized the importance of 

being particularly careful not to 
bind a government with respect to 
its right to appeal to the people at 
any moment, and so I intimated to 
him that it was my intention to 
have parliament called again in 
January, and that it might possibly 
be necessary to have parliament 
called before that. I said parlia­
ment might be called in January, 
when we would be in a position to 
consider developments that might 
ensue meanwhile. And what did 
ensue? The legislature of Ontario 
passed a resolution condeming the 
war effort of the present ad­
ministration—the legislature of the 
largest province in the Dominion— 
and that resolution was introduced 
by the premier of that province, we 
know now for what reason, and it 
was supported by some of his 
ministers and by the leader of the 
opposition and every member of the 
opposition.

Could Not Ignore Challenge
Was not that a circumstance of | 

which account should be taken? I 
Suppose I had ignored that resolu­
tion, what would be said today? 
Everywhere throughout this country 
it would have been said that I 
cared more for hanging on to 
office than I did for the country. 
It would have been said that I had 
refused to allow the people to de­
termine what government they 
could trust.

But altogether apart from that, 
there were strong reasons why an 
immediate election should be held. 
Another gentleman who spoke at 

. the Conservative meeting the other 
evening is a personal friend of 

I mine, although he pitches into me 
a good deal. I refer to Grattan 
O'Leary. Mr. O'Leary was con­
demning the fact that parliament 
had been summarily closed on Jan.

| 25. Now, Mr. O'Leary on Jan. 24 
spoke in Vancouver, and the Can­
adian Press reports: “He told the 
Vancouver board of trade last night 
that there would be ‘grave injury 
to this country if we did not have
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I have here a statement made 
by Dr. Man inn in parliament on 
M'ircl 7. 1020. Appreciating the 

1 on.-ay of the situation, I felt 
i ''tat i' va my duty to call in not 

iily Dr. Manioc, but the leaders 
! •'( the other p u tics. and to show 

i n Min? of the dispatcht s nun- 
, 1 ML; I" :mi' government- commun it a - 

from tiie prime mini.s

i Great Britain—which indicated the 
condition was grave indeed. 1 j 
showed tliesc dispatcher to Dr. ! 
Manion and the others, because 1 I 

j felt t.iiat they were as serious as j 
j anything could be, and this is what ! 

Dr. Manion said shortly after:
"When l heard the right honor- ! 

able gentleman even bring up the I 
phantom of war . .

I a.-k you to keep in mind the I 
fact that Dr. Manion say.- that we 
should have been prepared for this 

; war three years ago.
A voice: Five years ago.
Mr. Mackenzie King: Someone 

says five years ago and Dr. Manion 
j wii- suggesting that we Hiould have 
i had a general election last June or 

July. 1 do not know what lie eon- 
i clition of the country would have 

been if I had listened to the leader 
of the opposition then. Let me 
Uuole what lie said on March 7: 

"When I heard the right honor 
•

phantom of war. as he did the 
other day. to frighten the people. 1 
suppose without any more basis for 
it than there is a basis for very 
much that the right honorable 
gentleman says ... I doubt whether 
the right honorable gentleman the 
other day. when he stood up in this 
House and implied or made a state­
ment to the effect that we arc pos­
sibly on the verge of war. had any­
thing at all in the back of his head 
except the idea of evading the 
question put to him as to whether 
lie favored the giving of contracts 
oh that basis."

I low Can You (o-operatc?
Now how can you co-operate 

with a man when, after you have 
- hown him documents of a grave 
nature indicating the possibility of 
war. and after you have spoken 
earnestly in parliament urging 
upon your fellow member, the im­
portance of being careful in one’s 

! utterances in view of the gravity of 
j the situation, and after you have 

confided in him- that man turn­
around and says that when you 

; made a statement to the effect that 
we were on the verge of war you 
had in the back of your head only 
the idea of evading a question put 
to you? Again, lie makes this 
statement:

"His tactic.- are to Hi aw a rt H 
herring across the trail. That i- 
what he did the other day with 
regard to this supposedly terribly 
critical world situation--a situation 
no more critical than it has been 
for months and months . .

Accused of Drawing Herring
11 other words when 1 was 

telling this country that we were 
on the verge of war and advising 
that we should be careful in what­
ever we did to ensure that our acts 
should not be misinterpreted, then 
1 am told by one to whom 1 showed 
confidential documents that I am 
drawing a red herring across the 
tra !. Again 1 quote:

"He called me in one day and 
showr’d me some of the Hi. patche- 
... I know his tactics: He wanted 
11. be able In [and Up in this Hon -c 
and say that on one occasion in 
called me in. That is his slippery 
way. I know his tactics, his 
.'Iinpcrv tactics."

I ask you. lari a : and gentlemen 
How can you do much in the way 
of co-opcration with anyone who 
'<ill so misinterpret and mi.- rep re- 1 
sent both your motives and your 
acts?

Some of my best friends are 
among the leading Conservatives in 
this city, and one of my best friends 

"Hammie" Hill. Ôn Saturday 
night last there was a great Con­
servative gathering in which 
Hammie. as president, took Im­
parl and gave a nice address. 1 
want to be as kind to him as he 
was to me. I quote from the 
Ot i a a Jour i a I of tin morning 
M rrh ?•>. report nc what Mr. Hill

"Oil the Milder] uf the elusiii;: 
iif pnrliarn.-nt M . King had given 
a wry nies addles.- on constitu­
tional law. but he had .-aid nothing 
on the specific point of his having 
closed parliament after opening it.
. . . Mr. King had completely 
ignored the point that he had called 
parliament tegethcr and promised 
Dr. Manion and the opposition 
there would be another session."

Mr. Hill i; right on one po :■1 
and wrong on the other. 1 had 
aid that I would call parliament 

together; but he i. wrong when he 
say. 1 promised that there would 
be another toss ion. The be. t proof 
of that is to be found in the words 
I used in parliament, when I wa- 
asked by Dr. Manion whether I 
intended to dissolve parliament im­
mediately. or call another session 
before an election.

Mad to he Carcflll
"I realized the importance of 

being particularly careful not to 
bind a govern men; with respect to 
iis right to appeal to the people at 
an;, momci ! and -u l intimated to 
him tlie): it wa- my intention to 
haw parliament called again in 
January and that it might possibly 
be necessary to hav< parliament 
called before' that. 1 said parlia­
ment might be called in January, 
when we would be in a position to 
consider developments that might 
ensue meanwhile. And what did 
ensue? The legislature of Ontario 
pa.- -cd a resolution condoming the 
war effort of the present ad­
ministration—the legislature of the 
largest province in the Dominion— 
and that revolution was introduced 
by the premiei of that province, we 
know now for what reason, and it 
was supported b> omc of Ins 
ministers and by the leader of the 
opposition and every member of the 
opposition,

Could Not Ignore Challenge
Was not that a circumstance of 

which account should be taken? 
SUppo-v I. had ignored that resolu­
tion. what would be said today? 
Everywhere throughout this country 
it would have been said that I 
caved more for hanging on to 
office than 1 did for the country. 
It would have been said that I had 
refused to allow the people to de­
termine what government they 
could trust.

But altogether apart from that, 
there1 were strong reasons why an 
immediate election should be held. 
Another gentleman who spoke at 
the Conservative meeting the other 
owning is a personal friend of 
mine, although lie pitches into me 
a good deal 1 refer to Grattan 
O’Leary. Alt O Leary was con­
demning the fact that parliament 
had been summarily closed on Jan. 
25 Now Mr O'Leary on Jan. 24 
spoke m Vancouver, and the Can­
adian Press reports: "He told the 
Vancouver board of trade last night 
that there would be "grave injury 
to this country if we did not have
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a general election at the earliest 
possible time/ ” That was on Jan. 24.

Different Views
It was after the Ontario legis­

lature had condemned the action oi 
the present government in its war 
effort, but it was before parliament 
met. Mr. O’Leary said that there 
would be grave injury to this coun­
try if we did not have a general 
election at the earliest possible time. 
I made it the earliest possible time 
and now Mr. O’Leary says that I 
was wrong.

He said more than that, and this 
is rather interesting, too. He said 
the present war might be a long 
one—that Canada needs a strong 
government and a strong opposi­
tion. Well, today he is supporting 
national government, which would 
do away with all opposition. What 
do you make of that?

He went a step further. I want 
to thank him for this, and I hope 
the Journal will publish it broad­
cast tomorrow morning. He said, 
"We must make a change in the 
government/' I do not want the 
Journal to stop there; I want them 
to publish the whole statement. 
This is what follows: “But by that 
I don’t mean turning the present 
government out of office."

To Get His Wish
Could anything be kinder than 

that, or truer? “We must make a 
change in the government, but by 
that I do not mean turning the 
present government out of office. 
We need a new and -.esh parliament 
with a strong opposition." Well, he 
is going to get his new and fresh 
parliament. I am not going to say 
anything on how strong the op­
position is going to be.

Since the election came on there 
has been an advocacy of not a 
strong opposition, not a strong gov­
ernment, but a national government. 
None of us know its policy or name 
of the members; none of us know 
anything about it.

Let me now say a word about 
national government. I know there 
arc lots of people who feel—and 
it is natural that they should feel 
so—that if we can bring about a 
condition where all men and women 
would think alike, and would act 
alike, that that would be an ideal 
state of existence. While I believe 
in the ideal, I do not think you will 
find it this side of heaven, because 
people do not think alike, and they 
do not act alike. Some people have 
strong, broad, humanitarian in­
stincts; others act differently. You 
have men who are radical; others 
who are very conservative. Then

you have a large body of men and
women who weigh a situation in 
the light of its needs, sometimes 
inclining in one direction, sometimes 
in the other, but prepared to take 
the sensible attitude in regard to 
each situation as it arises.

Would Be Only One Party
Now, national government—what 

they mean is union government, or 
coalition—would mean doing away 
with all parties and you would 
have this one party going ahead 
and doing all that was necessary 
for the state.

There may be occasions when 
something in the nature of a 
coalition or union government may 
be necessary. You have heard a 
great deal of what Sir John Mac­
donald and Sir Robert Borden did. 
You arc told that Sir John Mac­
donald joined with George Brown 
and others of that day. What was 
the reason then? The parties were 
so evenly divided in the old Canada 
before Confederation that this was 
the situation: On one side of the 
Speaker you had a large number of 
men from Ontario, for the most part 
Protestant and English speaking; 
you had on the other side a large 
number from Quebec, Roman Cath­
olic and French speaking. They 
were so evenly balanced that gov­
ernment was impossible altogether. I 
The wise men in the.groups said, 
"We cannot carry on government at ' 
all unless some of us are broad j 
enough to get together and iron out | 
these differences and form a govern­
ment to carry on." We have no such 
situation in Canada today, and I do 
not think we arc likely to have. 
There never was a government in 
this country where French and 
Catholic and English and Protestant 
stood together in such complete 
unanimity of thought and feeling.

Country Came First
You hear Dr. Manion say I am 

putting party before country. Well, 
from the day of Confederation to 
the day of his death Sir John Mac­
donald was leader of the Conserva­
tive party, and not a member of 
any coalition..

Do you mean to tell me that Sir 
John Macdonald during all those 
years put party before country be­
cause he was heading a party ad­
ministration? He realized that if 
you are going to have government 
by the majority of the people you 
have to have a party which will ex­
press the views of the majority.

That is the only way in which 
you can carry on democratic gov- 

j eminent, and the way in which Sir 
! John Macdonald carried on. He had 
a great body of the people behind 
him; he was leading a party, but he 
was leading the country, and I must 
say this: He was thinking of the 
country more than he was thinking 
of the party.

Conscription Issue
Now. let us come to Sir Robert 

Borden's Union government of the 
last war. Mind you, this was three 
years after the war had stalled. 
We did not start with certain 

, policies definitely defined. The 
! point came where it was 'thought
advisable to have conscription put 
through. There were men in both 
parlies, Liberal and Conservative, 
who believed in conscription. There 
were some in the Liberal party and 
some in the Conservative party who 
did not; but those who believed in 
conscription felt so strongly that 
they supported Sir Robert Borden. 
I was acquainted with certain Lib­
erals who joined him, and they 
joined him on that specific issue.

If you examine the national gov­
ernment proposed today you will 
notice the differences immediately. 
They leave out of account alto­
gether the fact that the whole 
strength of a national government 
depends upon the men composing 
it and the following they can carry. 
Sir John Macdonald's government 
as a coalition would have been no 
good if Sir John could not carry 
his following with him. and if he 
had not had opposed to him the 
men at the head of the Liberal 
party at the time.

Knew Who Was With Borden
That also applies to Sir Robert 

Borden. When Sir Robert formed 
his government you knew who his 
ministers were. You knew who the 
Liberals were whom he took into 
the government before it was 
formed. They had a definite policy 
and you knew what it was.

Is there a man or woman in this 
audience tonight, after eight weeks 
of campaigning and on the very 
eve of the election, who knows who 
will compose Dr. Manion’s national 
government?

They want you to vote for some­
thing you do not know anything 
about. Wc have had one or two 
instances of that kind. Let me men­
tion one familiar to you because 
some of you got fooled on it last 
election. It was thought by one who 
is Dr. Manion's closest lieutenant 
today, but whom he very much 
disavowed at that time, that we 
ought to have a new party, so Mr. 
Stevens formed what was called the 
RppnnstrunHnn r>ar:
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This is how he did it, and you will 
see how close it is to what Dr.

I Manion did. He said: “First of all 
; we will submerge the party we are 
! connected with.” Dr. Manion said.
| in order to form a national gov­

ernment the first thing he felt was 
j necessary was to submerge the 
j Conservative party. These are his 
| own words.

His platform did not meet the 
needs all over the country, so he 
began to add promises. He said he 
would do this in Halifax, this in 
Saint John, this in Ottawa, and so 
on to Vancouver. Then came the 
day of the election. Next morning 
they found so far as the Recon­
struction party was concerned there 
was only one person elected, and 
that was Harry Stevens.

Answers Questioner
Well, now, I do not say it will 

happen, but it might happen to Dr. 
Manion tomorrow. I will not say 
all his candidates will be beaten, 
but I think he should not be the 
only one left; I think he ought to 
be the first to go. I am going to 
ask you to consider the condition 
if Dr. Manion is defeated tomorrow.

A voice: What about yourself?
Rt. Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King: 

My friend. I will answer you at 
once. If Dr. Manion is defeated to­
morrow there is no head to his 
party; there is not a man pledged 
to carry on a single policy or a 
single promise that he has made. 
(Applause).

A voice: What about yourself?
Rt. Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King: 

Wait a moment, my friend. If I am 
beaten tomorrow there are 15 men 
in my government, any one of whom 
is capable of being prime minister. 
Where will you get a better one 
than Colonel Ralston? What I have 
said of Colonel Ralston applies 
equally well to my colleagues.

Won’t Lose An Hour
What will happen on Wednesday 

morning? Some one has been kind 
enough to say I may be back again. 
If I am, we will go right on with 
the war effort with all our might 
and main. We will thank God with 
all our hearts that the general elec­
tion is over and our concentrated ef­
fort can be given to winning the 
war. Not an hour will be lost.

We already know what the plans 
are; we have been in full communi­
cation with the British government. 
We know what they want to have 
done; we arc familiar with what has 
already happened, in association 
with men and women who have 
been many years in the public ser­
vice.

Would Be Long DelayDon’t ever run away with the idea 
that the government is the only body 
that carries on the war. Except for 
the great service rendered by the 
public servants of this country, no 
government could carry on today. 
These men and women know what 
has to be done.

Promises Can Fail 
Suppose Dr. Manion is defeated 

—that might happen. I have been 
defeated once or twice myself in the 
position of leadership, but not in 
as critical a time as the present, 
fortunately. But take the position 
of Dr. Manion who has made all 
kinds of promises. He is the only 
one who has undertaken to carry 
them out. No one man in this 
country backed up these promises. 
The Conservative party would not 
honor them because they would 
ruin this country so it would be 
impossible to carry on the war ef­
fort at all.

Suppose the followers of Dr. 
Manion, some C.C.F. members and 
others, bring about a situation where 
the majority are opposed to the

present government but where 
members of the present government 
are in the majority of the main op­
position party. Are we going to be 
faced with an opposition stronger 
than the government, with no lead­
er at the head? My duty would be 
to resign. How is the situation 
going to be readjusted? 

j to be readjusted?
Suppose Dr. Manion Is returned. 

Suppose a lot of people had been 
voting blindly, because this national 
government is an extraordinary 
thing—I do not think any leader of 
a party ever had the nerve to call 
the party a government before it 
was one. That is what Dr. Manion 
is doing. You arc voting for two 
governments, the Mackenzie King 
government and the national gov­
ernment. The Mackenzie King gov­
ernment is a real government, but 
the national government is “N.G.”— 
no government. So your choice is 
between the two. >

If Dr. Manion came in his first i 
•duty would be to form a govern- ' 
ment. He would have to find his 
ministers. Unless they are going 
to be chosen from his own candi­
dates today, he is going to have an­
other problem on his hands. If you 
have been looking over the list of 
candidates, do you think you could 
pick out enough to make a govern­
ments?

If he cannot find them there, he 
has to look around to find the 
ministers to fill the different port­
folios. The present government 
carries on until the new govern­
ment is formed, eight or 10 days. 
Unless his ministers are already in 
the House of Commons he has to 
have by-elections. Are you going 
to gamble on this situation?. It 
would take another seven or eight 
weeks to elect these ministers before 
any parliament could meet. What 
kind of a condition is this country 

j going to be in? That is what comes 
| of Dr. Manion starting the wrong j way.

What Then? He Asks
Then, if there is to be a ministry 

elected, what then?
Just imagine the situation, a new 

group of men trying to take hold 
of the affairs of this country and 
deal with them in a time of war 
such as we arc in at the moment. 
There is the position facing the 
voter tomorrow, friends. That is 
the choice you are making. And, 
I want to impress this upon you, 
every man or woman who casts 
his or her ballot is voting for one 
of two things for a continuance 
of this government which is known 
and which is ready to go on with 
its war effort; or else to leave the 
future of this country in the posi­
tion, not only in its own eyes, 
but also in the eyes of the people 
of Britain and France, where we 
will still have to skirmish around 
for months before we can get a 
government formed and secure sup-1 
port for it throughout the length 
and breadth of the country.

The National government surely i 
may^get a certain number elected, I 
the Social Creditors may get a cer- ' 

tain number elected, and the inde­
pendents may get a certain num­
ber elected; and these groups com­
bined will make up the opposition. 
What sort of a position are we go- 
jng to be in to carry on the war 
if parliament is composed of groups 
of that kind and they are anywhere 
evenly balanced? The only way in 
which the present government can 
deal with the war situation is to 
have so strong a majority behind 
its work that no matter how strong 
the opposition may be we may be 
able to carry on in accordance 
\vith the will and the wish of the 
Canadian people.

That is why I am asking for a 
strong support. There is only one 1 
way in which Canada can speak i 
with a voice that will help this 
great cause; there is only one way
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I in which she can speak an un- 
I mistakable promise to Britain and 
j France tomorrow, saying "we are 
! united,” and that is by supporting 
I the government that brought the 
! country into the war. and brought 

it in united, and will enable it to 
carry on its war effort in the man­
ner in which it is now being 
prosecuted (applause).

Verdict in Germany
Let me ask you, ladies and 

gentlemen, what will be the in­
terpretation of tomorrow’s verdict 
in Germany if by any chance this 
present administration should be 

! defeated. They know we have been 
a united country. They know we 
have been a united people. They 
know we have been having a politi­
cal battle here. They are watching 
to see what the people say. I tell 
you that there was nothing that 
happened after the opening of the 
war which gave more heart and 
courage to Britain and to France 
than what took place in the pro­
vince of Quebec when those who 
opposed Canada’s war efforts were 
thrown out of office and another 
(government went in. And I believe 
'that the same thing will be true

tomorrow if you return the present 
administration, and I ask every one 
of you to give us your support. I 
leave it to you, ladies and gentle­
men, to think over very carefully 
tonight the significance of your 
vote tomorrow.

War Only Beginning
You are making history at a time 

when history is being made in a 
manner that is going to change the 
whole future of this world. There 
never has been and there never 
will be again, a war such as the 
present war, and which is likely 
to be—as Mr. Ralston told you to­
night—anything but a short war. 
Don’t imagine it is going to be a 
short war. Don’t imagine the war is 
going to stop just because we wish 
it to. I am afraid it has only begun. 
Up to the present there has been 
fighting on the sea. Up to the pre­
sent there has begun to be fighting 
in the air. We have yet to witness 
the terrible concentration that will 
come when fighting has begun on 
land as well.

And we have all these forces, on 
the sea, in the air, and on the land, 
combined with all their power 
against oppression and against ag­
gression.

‘ I would not ask you for this sup­
port if I did not honestly believe 
that a united war effort in this 
country can only be attained—I want 
to say, can only be attained—can 
only be attained by a united coun­
try. And I would not ask that if 1 
did not also believe that this coun­
try can be kept united under its 
present government, constituted as 
it is today, better than it can ne 
under an unknown administration 
that might be formed at any time.

Tribute of Canfidcncc
May I say this word, and I say -t 

with a good deal of pride? In the 
last parliament I had around me 16 
colleagues, every one of whom— 
excepting one, who has been taken 
away by death, and two who have- 
had to leave on account of business 
and whose places have been re­
filled—evqry one of whom is in 
this present contest; no one of whom 
has asked for a post or a position 
somewhere before the election for 
fear he might be defeated at the 
polls. I say no prime minister of I 
this country has ever had a finer 
tribute paid to him than that.

When the parliament met follow 
ing the last general election I haa 
behind me as supporters the larger.) 
following that any leader of gov­
ernment ever had in the House of 
Commons of Canada. That was an 
honor. But let me point to an­
other thing. Before the parliament 
was over, and this was after five 
years; before parliament was dis­
solved the majority I had at my 
back was larger than the one I had 
when I came into office; a united 
party from coast to coast. That is 
why I say to you tonight I believe 
we should stand together through 
the years. Not only that, everyone 
who was a member of my govern­
ment is loyal.

I believe, ladies and gentlemen.

we have given the strongest reason 
why we deserve your support, when 
we give you that example of the 
loyalty which we have. May I say 
this further, that our representa­
tion comes from every part of Can­
ada; it comes from every province 
of Canada; it comes from men of 
different faiths, or different religions 
and different economic interests; it 
is a composite of Canada itself. Talk 
about a national government, it is a 
national government in itself in the 
true sense of the word; and that 
government is pledged to give you 
its whole-hearted, earnest, vigorous 
effort in the prosecution of this war. 
as Colonel Ralston says, to the ut­
most of our ability, and the utmost 
of our strength.

Ask yourself, how can I best by 
my vote help to bring about an 
enduring peace? Cast your vote 
for the party that you believe in 
these days will be able most ef­
fectively to bring aid to the side of 
Britain and of France, and bring 
to the world itself in large measure 
that victory which will lead to a 
new and enduring peace and 
freedom.



Mr. King at Ottawa. 
Mar. 2^/40.
* ^
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'PROUD TO LEAD 
LIBERAL PARTY 

IN WAR EFFORT
“Will Thank Cod and Carry 

On” if Returned, Mac­
kenzie King States in Final 
Appeal

Ottawa, March 26—Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King said here in his.final 
campaign appeal that if victory comes 
to the Liberal party in to-day’s Do­
minion election, “We will thank God 
and go ahead to prosecute the war 
effort with might and main.”

Return of the administration with 
a strong majority would be a message 
to the enemy that Canada was united 
in the struggle" and determined to 
support the government in its main 
objective of “victory, peace and free­
dom,” he declared last night at a 
meeting in the Auditorium.

Finance Minister Ralston, who 
spoke at the same meeting, said the 
administration was pledged to prose­
cute the war to the limit of Canada’s 
ability.

“It must not be a question of how 
much we will give, but how much 
can we give,” Col. Ralston said. For 
the first fiscal year of the war he 
estimated the cost in money would 
be $500,000,000.

ASKS STRONG MAJORITY.

* “No finer tribute was ever paid a 
5 prime minister.” Mr. King said. He 
j was confident the government would 

be given “an empahtic majority,” but 
he pictured the situation if the result 
were otherwise.

s
3
1

If Conservative Leader Manion and 
enough of his supporters to form a 
government were elected the task of 
forming a government would take 
time. Dr. Manion had not indicated 
that any of the National Government 
candidates would be considered for 
his cabinet, the prime minister said.

ANSWERS HECKLER.
When Mr. King told the audience 

that defeat of Dr. Manion was “a 
possibility,” a heckler shouted, “How 
about yourself?”

“I will answer that right now,” the 
Prime Minister retorted “If I am 
defeated there are 15 men in my cabi­
net, any one of them capable of lead­
ing the government and carrying out 
its policies.

“If Dr. Manion is defeated there is 
not a single one to carry out the 
promises he has made all across this 
country.”

His own defeat was always a possi­
bility, the Prime Minister said. “I
have been defeated before but nevQT
at such * critical time as th* jpMtsntf*

In the last three general elections, 
Mr. King concluded his campaign in 
this city where he has lived 40 years. 
He maintained that tradition last 
night and pleaded for a strong major­
ity so that there might be no inter­
ruption in the war effort.

The Prime Minister said he had 
“never dreamed it would fall to my 
lot to lead Canada into a great war.” 
But he was proud that when the 
moment came his past record had 
been such that he could lead virtually 
the entire House of Commons, Liberal 
and Conservative, into the war effort 
as a united body.

Those he had asked to form 
government when he was returned 
to power in 1935 had remained at his 
side except those called away by 
death or ill-health, Mr. King said. 

MINISTERS REMAIN.
When the election was called none 

of his Ministers had asked for 
pointments to other posts fearing 

e either their own defeat or the defeat 
of the party.
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PROUD TO LEAD 
LIBERAL PARTY 

IN WARJtFFORT
“Will Thank Cod and Carry 

On1’ if Returned, Mac­
kenzie King States in Final 
Appeal

Ottawa, March 26—Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King said here in his.final 
campaign appeal that if victory comes 
to the Liberal party in to-day’s Do­
minion election, “We will thank God 
and go ahead to prosecute the war 
effort with might and main.”

Return of the administration with 
a strong majority would be a message 
lo the enemy that Canada was united 
in the struggle* and determined to 
support the government in its main 
objective of “victory, peace and free­
dom,” he declared last night at a 
meeting in the Auditorium.

Finance Minister Ralston, who 
spoke at the same meeting, said the 
administration was pledged to prose­
cute the war to the limit of Canada’s 
ability.

“It must not be a question of how 
much we will give, but how much 
can we give,” Col. Ralston said. For 
the first fiscal year of the war he 
estimated the cost in money would 
be $500,000,000.

ASKS STRONG MAJORITY.
In the last three general elections, 

Mr. King concluded his campaign in 
this city where he has lived 40 years. 
He maintained that tradition last 
night and pleaded for a strong major­
ity so that there might be no inter­
ruption in the war effort.

The Prime Minister said he had 
“never dreamed it would fall to my 
lot to lead Canada into a great war.” 
But he was proud that when the 
moment came his past record had 
been such that he could lead virtually 
the entire House of Commons, Liberal 
and Conservative, into the war effort 
as a united body.

Those he had asked to form a 
government when he was returned 
to power in 1935 had remained at his 
side except those called away by 
death or ill-health, Mr. King said.

MINISTERS REMAIN.
When the election was called none 

11 of his Ministers had asked for ap­
pointments to other posts fearing 
either their own defeat or the defeat 
of the party.

“No finer tribute was ever paid a 
prime minister.” Mr. King said. He 
was confident the government would 
be given “an empahtic majority,” but 
he pictured the situation if the result 
were otherwise.

If Conservative Leader Manion and 
enough of his supporters to form a 
government were elected the task of 
forming a government would take 
time. Dr. Manion had not indicated 
that any of the National Government 
candidates would be considered for 
his cabinet, the prime minister said.

ANSWERS HECKLER.
When Mr. King told the audience 

that defeat of Dr. Manion was “a 
possibility,” a heckler shouted, “How 
about yourself?"

“I will answer that right now,” the 
Prime Minister retorted “If I am 
defeated there are 15 men in my cabi­
net, any one of them capable of lead­
ing the government and carrying out 
its policies.

“If Dr. Manion is defeated there is 
not a single one to carry out the I 
promises he has made all across this 
country.”

His own defeat was always a possi­
bility, the Prime Minister said. “I
have been deieated before but never
art such a critical time aa the present**

REPEAT 
REPETITION!
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VIGOROUS, CONFIDENT 
PREMIER KING PLEDGES 

HIS LIFE TO CANADA
Ottawa Makes Welkin Ring as 

Prime Minister Gives 
Final Word

IT’S WIN THE WAR

By H. R. ARMSTRONG
Ottawa, March 26.—"From the 

moment we are again endorsed by 
the Canadian people, we will go 
right on with the war effort of this 
country with all our might and main. 
We will thank God with all our 
hearts the election is over and that 
we can concentrate on carrying on 
the war.”

With this dramatic utterance 
Prime Minister William Lyon 
Mackenzie King of Canada last 
night delivered his final word in the 
campaign to a crowd Of 7,000 who 
braved the bitter winter night to 
jam the Ottawa hockey auditorium, 
the same hall which a few nights ago 
was slightly more than half filled to 
hear the federal Conservative leader.

It was a friendly, demonstrative, 
utterly approving throng the 
Liberal chieftain faced.

As he made point after point they I 
cheered and whistled and stamped i 
their feet and applauded as though 
the home team were scoring an 
overtime goal. With ice under the 
temporary floor the place was as 
cold as a refrigerator. But the freez­
ing atmosphere could not chill the 
ardor of support accorded the prime 
minister. ;/ vtc,

King in Fine Fettle
On the eve of the voting. Mr.. 

King himself was in fine fettle, 
more vigorous and more confident 
than at any time in the long cam- ;

paign. Dr. Manion had chided him 
for not running all over Canada to 
election meetings. No matter what 
the political consequences, said the 
prime minister, he has remained at 
the capital to attend to the war. An 
election at this juncture, he said, 
was not a beauty contest nor a com­
petition in endurance in travelling 
over Canada.

“My voice is stronger now and I 
am in better form in ever, way 
than Dr. Manion.” he said smilingly. 
“That means a great deal when, the 
day after tomorrow, I once again 
can give my whole attention to the 
grave affairs of state.”

Would Be Chaotic
Were the present government to 

be defeated. Canada’s war effort 
would be disorganized for weeks 
while Hon. R. J. Manion skirmished 
q£)out to form a cabinet and then 
sought to have his ministers elected 
to parliament. Premier King warned.

The present government, he said, 
backed in parliament by represen­
tation from every province, by 
members of different religions and 
nationalities, was a truly national 
government.

"It "is pledged.” affirmed Mr. 
King, “to give you its whole-hearted, 
earnest, vigorous effort in the prose­
cution of the war to the utmost of 
this nation’s ability and strength.”
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Candidates 
At Rally Make 
Last Appeals

Large Audience 
Cheers Appearance 
Of Prime Minister

Prime Minister King urged 
support of official Liberal can­
didates in the two Ottawa rid­
ings, Hull, and Carleton 
County, in the wind-up address 
of his election campaign at the 
Auditorium on Monday night.

A gathering of 7,500, according 
to an estimate given out by Clare 
Brunton, manager of the Audi­
torium, heard the Prime Minister, 
and Hon. J. L. Ralston, Minister 
of Finance, in their final appeals 
for support of the Liberal party at 
the polls today.

The rally was in support of 
George J. Mcllraith, candidate in 
West Ottawa; and J. Albert 
Pinard, candidate in East Ottawa.

Appearance Cheered.
The Prime Minister, accompan­

ied by Col. Ralston. A. Gordon 
McDougall, K.C., president of the 
West Ottawa Liberals, and Jean 
T. Richard, president of the East 
Ottawa Liberals, entered the 

' Auditorium at 8.15. They were 
piped to the platform as the crowd 
stood and cheered. Mr. King and 
Col. Ralston were received on the 
platform by Duncan K. Mac- 
Tavish, K.C., who was joint chair­
man at the meeting with Senator 
Cairine Wilson.

Before and after the addresses 
selections were played by the 
Governor General’s Foot Guards 
band.

Mr. Mcllraith and Mr. Pinard 
addressed the meeting and were 
followed by Col. Ralston, the 
Prime Minister, W. J. Egan and 
Mr. Richard.

Calls on Mr. Pinard.
Duncan MacTavish opened the 

meeting and called on Mr. Pinard 
to deliver his address. He spoke 
in both French and English.

He said the present Government 
had been very considerate to the 
Civil Service and conditions would 
continue that way if Mr. King 
and his Liberal administration 
was returned to power.

Mr. King had restored the Civil 
Service pay cuts and he could 
say he had no intention of inter­
fering with promotions or defer­
ring statutory increases during 
wartime.

Mr. Pinard said if the electors 
of East Ottawa returned him as 
their member he would continue 
to look after the interests of the 
riding to the best of his ability.

He warned the people against 
the danger of casting a ballot for 
the independent “as it will ser­
iously endanger the candidate who 
has the official endorsation of the 
Liberal party”.

He resented the tactics of “per­
sonal abuse” which had been 
used by Dr. Manion and his sup­
porters during the campaign.

Introduces Mr. Mcllraith.
In introducing Mr. Mcllraith, 

Senator Wilson said he had been 
closely identified with Liberal or­
ganizations and had served with 
distinction on the executive of 
four national organizations of the 
party.

In Mr. Mcllraith Ottawa West 
would have a most valuable rep­
resentative, for he was a young 
man “of splendid character and 
conscientious in the discharge of 
any duty”.

“The Civil Service is a very 
important feature of Ottawa life 
and members of the service may 
be assured that our candidate will 
have an understanding and sym­
pathetic grasp of their problems”, 
said the Senator.

Grimly United.
Mr. Mcllraith said he had stress- ' 

ed the fact there was one issue be­
fore the people and that was win­
ning the war. All other political 
questions were of importance "only 
as they related to the war efforts 
of the Canadian people. Canadian 
men and women were grimly 
united as never before to the end 
that our righteous cause would 
triumph. that Canada might 
achieve a victorious and enduring 
peace.

The people had to decide 
whether they were going to sup- j 
port the present Government | 
which brought Canada unitedly 
into the war, or whether they were 
going to entrust this task to other 
hands.

“I have come to the conclusion 
that Canada’s answer tomorrow at 
the polls will be surprisingly 
unanimous. I believe that the 
Canadian people will say to Mac­
kenzie King and his Government 
‘weir done’, I believe the voters 
will say. ‘continue as you have 
started, bring this war, which has 
been forced upon us, to a victori­
ous finish, carry on in future, in 
the same courageous manner that 
has characterized your war efforts 
to the present time’.” 

i Mr. Mcllraith said he had kept 
personalities out of the local cam­
paign. He had appealed to reason 

j rather than passion.
“I must, however, point out that 

our opponents have failed entirely 
to appreciate the destructive na­
ture of some of their platform ut­
terances. There has been speech 

I after speech and criticism after 
I criticism, from the National party 
leaders, which could not help but 
give comfort to our country’s 
enemies, and tend to shatter Cana­
dian unity.”
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Thanks Mr. King.
W. J. Egan thanked the Prime 

Minister for his speech made 
“with malice towards none, and 
with no bitterness whatsoever”.[

He eferred to the “proven 
sincerity, ability and honesty of 
purpose with which you carry 
on and go forward with the 
dignity due to Canada and your 
high office.

“What a record of foresight, 
effort, -md consequent results one 
can extol in respect of your de­
votedness to Ottawa as the Capital 
City of Canada! The past be­
speaks well all that you have in 
mind for the city’s future.”

He urged the electors to go to 
the polls early and vote for the 

; official Liberal candidates, “so 
that Canada will continue to go 
forward with the Prime Minister 
of today, tomorrow and the next 
five years”. ’
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Says Change 
Would Delay 
War Effort

King Claims Liberal 
Victory Needed to 
Strengthen Nation

“What will be the interpre­
tation of tomorrow’s contest in 
Germany if by any chance this 
administration is defeated?” 
Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King demanded as he address­
ed 7,500 Ottawa people at 
Monday night’s rally in the 
Auditorium.

He contended the results of the 
voting, if they favored his party, 
would give more strength to the 
nation, while if they did not, they 
would weaken the Canadian war 
effort.

Would Mean Delay.
A change in governments would 

mean inevitable delay at a critical 
time, whereas, if he were en­
dorsed, “not an hour will be lost 
in carrying on our war effort.”

“You are making history at a 
time when history is being made 
that will change the whole world”, | 
said the Prime Minister.

“Don’t imagine this will be a 
short war. Don’t imagine it will 
end just because we wish it to. I 
am afraid it has only just begun.”

In such times as these a govern­
ment needed every bit of support 
it could muster to lead through to 
victory and a better day. He ap­
pealed to the people of Canada to 
support the administration which 
had taken them into the war, 
which had taken them into the war 
united, which had definite policies 
that were in keeping with the 
wishes of the Mother Country.

Strikes at Critics.
Mr. King, in a fighting mood, 

struck at his critics as he con­
cluded his campaign by speaking 
in behalf of the Liberal candidates 
of East and West Ottawa, J, 
Albert Pinard and George J. Mc- 
Ilraith.

Suppose Dr. Manion is defeat­
ed tomorrow, said Mr. King, there 
will be no head to his party, not 
a man pledged to carry out a 
single policy of his or a single 
promise he has made.

“What about yourself”, inter­
jected a heckler at this point.

“Yes”, replied Mr. King, 
“about myself. If I am beaten 
tomorrow there arc 15 men 
in my Government any one 
of whom can be Prime Min­
ister. If you want a new 
Prime Minister where could 
you get a better one than in 
Colonel Ralston. And what I 
say of Colonel Ralston I can 
say of my colleagues all 
around. They are men of 
great political experience and 
any one of them is capable 
of carrying on the Govern­
ment of this country.”

Will Go Right On.
Mr. King pledged himself that 

if" the Liberals were returned to 
power they would “go right on 
with the war effort with all our 
might and main. Thank God that 
when the election is over we can 
put all our heart into the great 
question of the war and winning 
of it.

"We already know what the 
plans are. We have been in full 
communication with the British 
Government and we know what 
they want done.”

He appealed to them to think 
in terms of country, not party.

Replying to those who had criti­
cized him for not travelling more 
to address meetings in the cam­
paign, Mr. King asked if Dr. 
Manion considered political meet­
ings as vaudeville performances or 
an election campaign as a mara­
thon “where we are testing either 
our capacity for speaking or run­
ning about”.

He contended that if he had left 
Ottawa to address meetings he 
would have been criticized just the 
same on that score. “At this time 
of war I wanted to be as much as



PRESS CLIPPINGS Office of

The Prime Minister

Name of Publication 

Date............................

Subject

possible at the seat of government | 
here. Think what they would 
have said after I claimed the war 
was so serious if I had started 
running about all over the country.

A Great Handicap.
“I know it has been a great han­

dicap to me personally and per­
haps I am vain enough 10 think it 
has been a handicap also to the 
Liberal candidates, but I felt it was 
my duty at this time of stress and 
storm of world affairs to be at the 
Capital of Canada as long as I was 
Prime Minister.”

Dr. Manion had “submerged” 
the party which chose him as its 
leader. He had given all kinds of 
promises through the country with 
nothing to back them up. “The 
whole thing hangs on him. . . .” 
The promises were such that they 
would ruin the country if an at­
tempt were made to carry them 
out.

“I don’t think anybody else 
has had the nerve to call his 
party a government until it 
was one. The Mackenzie King j 
Government is a positive one. 
anyway, which the National 
Government so-called is not. | 
The National Government is 
“N.G.—standing for no gov­
ernment”.
The Prime Minister likened Dr. 

Manion’s “National Government” 
movement to the Reconstruction 
movement fathered by Hon. Harry 
Stevens in the last general elec­
tion.

Mr. Stevens had started with 
a title, added candidates. Then 
he had had to think up a platform 
of promises. After the ballots had 
been counted, the only thing left 
of his whole party was Mr. 
Stevens himself. Mr. King was 
not suggesting that this would 
happen to Dr. Manion, although it 
might. Nor was he suggesting that 
it should happen to Dr. Manion. 
He thought Dr. Manion should be 
the first of his party to go.

Would Be Byelcctions.
If the National Government 

leader could not make up a 
cabinet from among his followers 
who were elected, and had to go

outside the House of Commons, 
there would have to be byelec­
tions. It took just as long to call 
a byelection as a general election. 
Thus there would be an additional 
delay of eight or nine weeks be­
fore Parliament could meet.

Urging that support be given to 
the official Liberal candidates 
rather than those running on an 
independent ticket, Mr. King de­
clared that he understood a tele­
gram he had sent to Aurele Char- 
trand, independent Liberal in Ot­
tawa East, was being circulated 
“by the thousands” to give the im­
pression that he himself was be­
hind the candidate. This, however, 
was not the case.

Reply To Chartrand.
“I believe in fair play so I am 

going to say this. Mr. Chartrand 
sent me a telegram congratulating 
me on my radio address last 
Thursday and I appreciated that.
I sent him the following telegram 
in reply:

“ T thank you warmly for the 
kind words of your telegram 
with reference to my radio 
address on Thursday night. 
Please accept for yourself and 
for the members of your fam­
ily my best of wishes for the 
Easter season.’
“I want to repeat those wishes 

for the Easter season”, Mr. King ! 
went on, “but so far as my wishes 
for the election are concerned I 
want each of my friends to sup­
port Mr. Pinard.”

The Prime Minister paid tribute 
also to Alphonse Fournier, Liberal 
candidate in Hull, describing him 
as “one of the best members we 
ever had in the Parliament of 
Canada”. He expressed the hope 
everyone would realize there was 
a danger in the Hull riding be­
cause there were three candidates 
running “all of whom are profess­
ing to be more or less interested 
in public welfare. I want my 
friends in Hull to support Mr. 
Fournier and I hope my friends 
in Carleton County will give me a
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supporter in the person of Mr. I 
Arkell”.

Mr. King had a word of praise 
for Mr. Mcllraith and urged sup­
port for him in West Ottawa.

Quotes Mr. Hill.
"Some of my best friends are 

among the leading Conservatives 
and one of the best is ‘Hammy’ 
Hill. We are just about as close 
as two men can be, but when he 
gets to the speaking of politics 
he goes very far astray.” The Lib­
eral leader proceeded to quote from 
The Journal of Monday remarks 
made by H. P. Hill, K.C., at, the 
Conservative rally in the Little 
Theatre.

He contended Mr. Hill was in 
error in declaring that when he 
called Parliament he had promised 
there would be another session. 
Mr. King quoted his own remarks 
in Hansard of September 12. “It 
is my intention to have Parliament 
called again in January. It may 
possibly be necessary to have Par­
liament called before that. At that 
time we will be in a position to 
consider what steps may be most 
necessary in regard to develop­
ments which may ensue mean­
while.”

He contended he had been par­
ticularly careful in expressing 
himself in regard to the calling of 
Parliament.

Dealing with criticisms of his 
closing of Parliament Mr. King 
recalled that just six or eight 
days before Parliament came to­
gether the Ontario Legislature had 
passed a resolution introduced by 
Premier Hepburn condemning the 
Dominion Government’s war ef­
fort.

Strong Reason for Election.
“Supposing I had ignored that 

resolution. What would have hap­
pened with a resolution like that 
hanging over the head of the ad­
ministration. It would have been! 
said that all I cared about was 
hanging on to office. But quite 
apart from that there were very 
strong reasons why there should 
be an immediate election. \

“Mr. Grattan O’Leary is an­
other good friend of mine, though 
he pitches in to me, I think, harder 
than anyone in the city. Mr.

O'Leary was condemning tne iact~ 
that Parliament had not been 
given a chance to discuss matters 
and had made several speeches 
on the same subject. I asked His 
Excellency to dissolve Parliament 
on January 25. Mr. O’Leary was 
speaking in Vancouver on Janu­
ary 24 and here is what The Can^ 
adian Press reports him to haVe 
said:

“Mr. Grattan O’Leary, associate 
editor of The Ottawa Journal, told 
the Vancouver Board of Trade last 
night there would be grave injury 
to this country if we do not have 
a general election at the earliest 
possible time.

Made It Earliest Possible.
“Well the earliest possible, as 

far as I could see, was January 25 
and I made it the earliest possible 
time. And now Mr. O’Leary says 
I was wrong. Supposing I had 
carried on, what would we have 
had today in The Journal?—A 
quotation of Mr. O’Leary’s own 
statement?”

The Liberal leader went on to 
quote a further portion of the 
report: “Warning that the present 
war may be a long one to all 
indications Mr. O’Leary said 
Canada needs a strong government 
to prosecute the war and a strong 
opposition.”

“Today”, said Mr. King, “he is 
supporting National government, 
which would do away with all 
opposition. This was before he 
knew that Dr. Manion was going 
to advocate National government. 
But he went a step further. I 
want to thank him for this and I 
hope The Journal may put it in 
broad type tomorrow morning.”

The Prime Minister then read a 
further excerpt from Mr. O’Leary’s 
remarks: “We must make a change 
in the Government but by that I 
don’t mean turning the present 
Government out of office.”

“Could anything be kinder than 
that or anything easier”, asked Mr. 
King. “What we need is a new 
and fresh Parliament with a strong 
opposition.”

“Well he is going to get his new 
and fresh Parliament, but just how 
strong the Opposition is going to 
be I am not going to say anything.”
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Since the election had come on 
they heard no longer of a strong 
Government and a strong Opposi­
tion, but of a National Govern­
ment. “None of us know its policy, 
nor the names of its members nor 
anything about it. But that is 
what Mr. O’Leary and The Journal 
are supporting today.”

Declaring that in speaking of 
j National Government Dr. Ma ni on 
I really had in mind Union Gov- 
.eminent or Coalition, Mr. King 
said previous coalitions were in 
quite a different category. Sir 
John A. Macdonald had formed a 
coalition government because of 
the very even balance between 
French speaking Roman Catholics 
on the one hand and English 
speaking Protestants on the other. 
In the time of Sir Robert Borden 
the coalition had been formed on 
the specific issue of conscription, 
an issue on which both Liberals 
and Conservât ives disagreed 
among themselves.

Heartening Result.
Nothing that happened after the 

beginning of the war had so 
heartened Britain and France and 
given so much dismay to Germany, 
as the result of the Quebec eleo*
tion “when those who opposed 
Canada’s war effort were turned 
out of office and another govern­
ment put in, and if I didn’t believe 
the same would be true tomorrow 
I would not for one moment ask 
for your support”.

Mr. King made humorous ref­
erence to the criticism of his op­
ponents that he had a Summer 
residence at Kingsmcre, declar­
ing he was not alone in this as 
the British Prime Minister spent 
his week-ends at Chequers in the 
country and Gladstone had also 
maintained a home in the country.

He paid high tribute to the pub­
lic service for its co-operation in 
the cou
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His Duties Kept Him in Ottawa 
During Campaign, King Asserts
Ottawa, March 25.—XP — Political 

meetings are not “vaudeville per­
formances” and. “a general election 
campaign is not a marathon race," 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
told a political meeting here to­
night. replying to opposition critic­
ism that he had failed to make a 
Dominion election campaign tour.

If he had made a coast-to-coast 
tour he would have been criticized 
similarly. Mr. King said. Conser­
vative Leader Man ion would have 
accused him of neglecting his duties, 
in Ottawa for party reasons. Mr. 
King said-

The Prime Minister spoke to an 
audience of 6.500 in the Auditorium. 
He was preceded by Finance Min­
ister Ralston.

Other speakers included Senator 
Cairine Wilson of Ottawa and the 
Ottawa Liberal candidates. J. H. 
Pinard and George Mcllraith. Hon. 
Paul Leduc. Ontario Minister of 
Mines, was on the platform.

It was the fourth occasion on 
which Mr. King concluded a Do­
minion election campaign with a 
mas meeting in Ottawa on the eve 
of polling day.

While it had not been possible 
for him to know personally as 
many people as he would like. Mr. 
King said. "I am sure I am as fa­
miliar to you as my dog Pat is to 
the children of Sandy Hill.” where 
the Prime Minister's home is lo­
cated.

“Dr. Manion is criticizing me 
because 1 am not a married man 
and I have not a large family. If 
that is a loss to the country then 
I must plead guilty to putting party 
before country.

‘He criticizes me for having a 
home in the country 12 miles from 
Ottawa, which I have owned for 
40 years. Are these any reasons 
for defeating the administration?”

At a time like the present the 
Prime Minister said lie felt his 
place was in Ottawa and that he 
could better place the issues before 
the people by "talking quietly to 
them over the radio, which I have 
done as opportunity offered.” Dr. 
Manion had told of the large num­
ber of meetings he had addressed 
and the thousands of miles he had 
travelled.

“Well I think my voice is in bet­
ter shape than Dr. Man ion's and 
that I am in better shape all 
around.”

A clear mind and sound condi­
tion would be essential for any per­
son in a position of responsibility j 
at this time, he said.

All members of the Dominion 
Government are whole-heartedly ' 
behind the national war effort. • 
Finance Minister Ralston told the 
meeting.

“There is not a single Govern­
ment member puHmg lp^ punches

n the prosecution of this war,” Col. 
Ralston said.

Once Parliament had ratified the 
Government's decision to partici­
pate in the war at the side of 
Great Britain, not a major measure 
for the efficient prosecution of the 
war had been neglected, the Fin­
ance Minister said, detailing steps 
taken not only in a military way. 
but also in financial and economic 
preparation for a successful fight.

Col. Ralston, who spoke follow­
ing brief addresses by J. Albert 
Pinard, Liberal candidate in Ottawa 
East, and George Mcllraith, Lib­
eral candidate in Ottawa West, de­
clared that Canada was fully unit­
ed to prosecute the war. and that 
the credit for that fact “is due to 
Mr. Mackenzie King.”
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Prime Minisfer 
Voices Thanks 
To The People
Mr. King Urges Differences 

Now Be Forgotten in 
Common Effort for Free­
dom and Victory.
Prime Minister Mackenzie 

King last night broadcast a 
message to the people of 
Canada thanking them for 
support given his adminis­
tration in the Dominion 
election and promising that 
“the government to which 
you have committed the 
greatest of all trusts will do 
its utmost to be worthy o* 
them, of you and of Canada.’

In Common Cause.
Mr. King said the result o 

voting expressed "disapproval o 
which if permitted to gain foot 
hold in our Dominion or in any oi 
its provinces, would soon destroj 
the free institutions of government 
and the accepted standards of oui 
public life.”

The Prime Minister suggested 
that with the elections over dif­
ferences of the campaign be for­
gotten in a common effort to 
attain victory, peace and freedom.

Quoting the victory speech made 
by Abraham Lincoln after the Civil 
War election in the United States, 
Mr. King said "it adds nothing to 
my satisfaction that any other 
man may be disappointed or 
pained by the results. It is no 
pleasure to me to triumph over 
anyone but I give thanks to the 

| Almighty for this evidence of the 
t#d$le’s resolution to stand by free 
government and the rights of 
humanity.”

(Following is text of the Prime 
Minister’s speech :

FroriOhe beginning of the cam- 
paign to this hour, I have never 
doubted that on the day of polling, 
the people of Canada would make 
clear that the interests of our 
country would be best served by 
continuing in office the present 
administration. For the evidence 
of your continued confidence, sup­
port, and encouragement, I give 
you, on behalf of my colleagues 
and myself, our humble and 
Vioartfpit, thanks.

I am sure that tonight "there~ist 
in the hearts and the minds of 
the citizens of Canada, as there 
is in my heart and mind, a sense 
of immense relief that today a 
new Parliament, fresh from the 
people, has been brought into 
being, to cope with the tremen­
dous problems which face our 
country at this time of war. I 
doubt if any of you will ever re­
alize what it means to me tonight, 
with the responsibilities which, 
since the outbreak of war, have 
been mine, to know that the votes 
of all our soldiers, sailors and air­
men, whether across the seas, on 
the seas, or in Canada have been 
safely recorded and this year’s 
general election completely over 
before war has broken in all its 
fury upon Europe. You will never 
know how relieved and, may I 
add, how proud I feel, that the 
Canadian people have shown to 
other parts of the British Empire, 
and to other countries, that it has 
been possible for Canada to carry 
through a general election at a 
time of war, without impairing the 
united war effort of a united 
country. For all of this, I am 
deeply grateful to you.

Highest Possible Service.
I believe that all who have 

given the present administration 
their support today have rendered 
the highest possible service to our 
country at this time. Not to our 
country alone, but also to Britain 
and France, and to those small 
nations whose freedom has been 
destroyed, threatened or imperilled 
by the most relentless, cruel and 
brutal of foes. This great service 
does not belong to the present 
alone or to these countries alone. 
It is a contribution to the future 
of the world itself. I hope that 
the men and women who have 
given the government their sup­
port today will find their reward 
in the part which they have thus 
played in the making of history,

-----------—11—„ Uhovfv

The Great Issue.
You have seen with clear eves 

that the great issue before us has 
in reality been the only issue 
which matters. It has been the 
war effort of a free people fight­
ing to maintain freedom. I have 
personally tried to look beyond the 
present into the dark and threat­
ening years that lie before us. I 
have asked you to do the same. 
The result of this election is proof 
that you, yourselves, have felt that 
a vigorous and united war effort 
of a united Canada is necessary 
above all things not only effective­
ly to aid Britain and France in 
their struggle to preserve freedom 
in Europe but essential as well to 
preserve true freedom in our own 
land.

To City of Kingston.
By your votes, you have ex­

pressed once, and I trust for all^ 
time, your disapproval of methods 
of political campaigning which if 
permitted to gain a foothold in 
our Dominion or in any of its 
provinces, would soon destroy the 
free institutions of government 
and the accepted standards of our 
public life. I would particularly 
like to extend my congratulations 
to the city of Kingston with its 
historic military associations. It 
has honored itself and Canada by 
ensuring to this country the ser­
vices of a great minister of na­
tional defence whose character, 
ability and integrity have risen 
triumphant over a concentrated 
sequence of unwarranted attacks.

During the present campaign, 
as you art all well aware, I have 
done my best to avoid personali­
ties, and to refrain from any form 
of attack which might leave be­

hind it, bitter memories or wounds 
which it might be hard to heal.
I have done this, not only because 
such conduct is. I believe, foreign 
to my nature, but because I have 
felt that the labors and the sacri­
fices which will be necessary be- 

Jfore victory is assured, will need 
rthe co-operative good-will of us 
all.

Quotes Lincoln.
I can find no words which better 

express my feelings tonight than 
those uttered by Abraham Lincoln 
when his party was returned vic­
torious at a time of Civil War.
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"While I am deeply sensible to 
I the high compliment of a re- j 
election, and duly grateful, as I 
trust, to Almighty God for having 
directed my countrymen to a right 
conclusion, as I think, for their 
own good, it adds nothing, to my 
satisfaction that any other man 
may be disappointed or pained by 
the results.

“I am thankful to God for this 
approval of the people; but, while 
deeply grateful for this mark of 
their confidence in me, if I know 
my heart, my gratitude is free 
from any taint of personal tri­
umph. I do not impugn the mo-1 

I tives of any one opposed to me. It 
is no pleasure to me to triumph i 
over any one, but I give thanks to 
the Almighty for this evidence of 
the people's resolution to stand by 
free government and the rights of 
humanity.”

Now that the elections are over,
I ask my fellow citizens in all 
parts of this broad land forgetting 
the differences of the past to join 
their strength together in the 
fight for victory, peace and free­
dom.

Ladies and gentemen, I have no 
doubt that the faith and fire with­
in everyone of us are pledged to 
the great cause which has called 
our soldiers, our sailors and our 
airmen to the service of their 
country. The government to 
which you have committed the 
greatest of all trusts will do its 
utmost to be worthy of them, of 
you and of Canada. ^0^
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KING ASKS ALL TO JOIN 
IN FIGHT FOR VICTORY 

PEACE AND FREEDOM
Glad Electors See Clearly 

War Effort Only Issue 
That Matters

BIG RESPONSIBILITY

Ottawa, March 27.—Premier King 
heard the election returns at his 
home, historic Laurier house. Sev­
eral times during the evening he 
expressed to the few friends there 
his joy at the mounting evidence 
that it is not necessary to suppress 
free institutions while the country 
is fighting to defend them.

At 10.30, when return of the 
government was assured, he spoke 
over the air as follows:

From the beginning of the cam­
paign to this hour, I have never 
doubted that on the day of polling 
the people of Canada would make 
clear that the interests of our 
country would be best served by 
continuing in office the present ad­
ministration. For the evidence of 
your continued confidence, support 
and encouragement, I give you, on 
behalf of my colleagues and myself, 
our humble and heartfelt thanks.

Tremendous Problems Ahead
I am sure that tonight there is 

in the hearts and the minds of the 
citizens of Canada, as there is in 
my heart and mind, a. sense of 
immense relief that today a new 
parliament, fresh from the people, 
has been brought into being to cope 
with the tremendous problems 
which face our country at this time 
of war. I doubt if any of you will 
ever realize what it means to me 
tonight, with the responsibilities 
which, since the outbreak of war, 
have been mine, to know that the

——-------------- -----------

votes of all our soldiers, sailors and 
airmen, whether across the seas, on 
the seas or in Canada, have been 
safely recorded and this year’s geiy' 
'eral election completely over befdre 
war has broken in all its fury upon 
Europe.

You will never know how reliev­
ed and. may I add, how proud I 
feel, that the Canadian people have 
shown to other parts of the British 
Empire, and to other countries, that 
it has been possible for Canada to 
carry through a general election at 
a time of war, without impairing the 
united war effort of a united 
country. For all of this I am deeply 
grateful to you.

I believe that all who have given 
the present administration their 
support today have rendered the 
highest possible service to our 
country at this time, not to our 
country alone, but also to Britain 
and France, and to those small 
nations whose freedom has been de­
stroyed, threatened or imperilled by 
the most relentless, cruel and brutal 
of foes. This great service does not 
belong to the present alone or to 
these countries alone. It is a con­
tribution to the future of the world 
itself. I hope that the men and 
women who have given the govern­
ment their support today will find 
their reward in the part which they 
have thus played in the making of 
history and the safeguarding of 
liberty.
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Only One Issue
You have seen with clear eyes 

that the great issue before us has in 
reality been the only issue which 
matters. It has been the war effort 
of a free people fighting to main­
tain freedom. I have personally 
tried to look beyond the present 
into the dark and threatening years 
that lie before us. I have asked 
you to do the same. The result of 
this election is proof that you your­
selves have felt that a vigorous arid 
united war effort of a united Cant- 
ada is necessary above ail thingik 
not only effectively to aid Britain 
and France in their struggle to pre­
serve freedom in Europe, but essen­
tial as well to preserve true free­
dom in our own land.

By your votes you have ex­
pressed once, and I trust for all 
time, your disapproval of methods 
of political campaigning which, if 
permitted to gain a foothold in our 
Dominion or in any of its provinces, 
would soon destroy the free insti­
tutions of government and the ac­
cepted standards of our public life 
I would particularly like to extend 
my congratulations to the city of 
Kingston with its historic military 
associations. It has honored itself 
and Canada by ensuring to this 
country the services of a great min­
ister of national defence whose 
character, ability and integrity have 
risen triumphant over a concen­
trated sequence of unwarranted 
attacks.

During the present campaign, as 
you are all well aware, I have done 
my best to avoid personalities and 
to refrain from any form of attack 
which might leave behind it bitter 
memories or wounds which it might 
be hard to heal. I have done this 
not only because such conduct is, 
I believe, foreign to my nature, but 
because I have felt that the labors 
and the sacrifices which will be 
necessary before victory is assured 
will need the co-operative good-will 
of us all.

Quotes Lincoln
I can find no words which better 

express my feelings tonight than 
those uttered by Abraham Lincoln 
when his party was returned vic­
torious at a time of Civil War

“While I am deeply sensible to the 
high compliment of a re-election 
and duly grateful, as I trust, to 
Almighty God for having directed : 
jmy countrymen to a right conclu­
sion, as I think, for their own goon 
it adds nothing to my satisfaction 
that any other man may be dis­
appointed or pained by the results

“I am thankful*to God for this 
approval of the people: but. while 
deeply grateful for this mark of 
their confidence in me, if I know 
my heart, my gratitude is free from 
any taint of personal triumph. I 
do not impugn the motives of any­
one opposed to me. It is no pleas­
ure to me to triumph over anyone 
but I give thanks to the Almighty 
for this evidence of the people's 
resolution to stand by free govern­
ment and the rights of humanity.”

Now that the elections are over.
I ask my fellow citizens in all parts 
of this broad land, forgetting the 
differences of the past, to join their 
strength together in the fight for 
victory, peace and freedom.

Ladies and gentlemen, I have no I 
doubt that the faith and fire within j 

i everyone of us are pledged to the I 
great cause which has called our 
soldiers, our sailors and our airmen 
to the service of their country. The 
government to which you have 
committed the greatest of all trusts 
will Ù6 its utmost to be worthy " 
thjrffi, of you and of Canada.
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Premier Expresses Thanhs— 

Manion Has No Complaints
QTTAVVA, March 27 (C.P.>

Premier Mackenzie King 
last night broadcast a message to 
the nation thanking theifi for 
support given his Administration 
in the Dominion election and 
promising that "the Government, 
to which you have committed 
the greatest of all trusts will do 
its utmost to be worthy of them, 
of you and of Canada.”

Conservative Leader Man ion, 
who suffered personal defeat in 
Fort William and whose nation­
al government party and candi­
dates made little headway 
against the flood of Liberal votes, 
followed the Prime Minister on 
the air, accepting the verdict of 
the people and declaring he had 
"no complaint.” to make over the 
result.

Both leaders spoke over the 
national network of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation. Dr. 
Manion said he hoped the Liberal 
administration would carry on to 
the end that Canada and the Em­
pire would "not only attain suc­
cess in the war but in the after­
war as well.”

Mr. King said the result of 
voting expressed "disapproval of 
methods of political campaigning 
xvh eh if permitted to gain foot­
hold in our Dominion or in any 
of its provinces, would soon des­
troy tne free institutions of 
Government and the accepted 
standards of our public life.”

The Prime Minister suggested 
that with the elections over diff­
erences of the campaign be for­
gotten in a common effort to at­
tain victory, peace and freedom.

Quoting the victory speech 
made by Abraham Lincoln after 
the Civil War election in the 
United States, Mr. King said: 
"It adds nothing to my satisfac­
tion that any other man may be 
disappointed or pained by the 
results. It is no pleasure to me 
to triumph over anyone but I 
give thanks to the Almighty for 
this evidence of the people's 
resolution to stand by free Gov­
ernment and the rights of hu­
manity.”

« v v

I TEXT OF SPEECH
Following is text of the Prime 

! Minister’s speech:
I "From the beginning of the 

campaign to this hour. 1 have 
j never doubted that on the day of 

polling, the people of Canada 
would make clear that the inter­
ests of our country would be best 
served by continuing in office the 
present administration. For the 
evidence of your continued con­
fidence, support and encourage­
ment, l give you, on behalf of my 
colleagues and m y s e 1 f, o u r 
humble and heartfelt thanks.

"I am sure that tonight there 
is in the hearts and the minds of 
the citizen^ of Canada, as there 
is in my heart and mind, a sense 
of immense relief that; today a 
new Parliament, fresh from the 
people, has been brought into be­
ing to cope with the tremendous 
problems which face our country 
at this time of war.

"I doubt if any of you will ever 
realize what, it means to mo to­
night. with the responsibilities 
which, since the outbreak of war, 
have been mine, to know what 
the votes of all our soldiers, 
sailors, a n d airmen, whether 
across I he seas, on the seas or in 
Canada have been safely re­
corded and this year’s general 
election completely over before 
war has broken in all its fury 
upon Europe.

"You will never know how re­
lieved and, may I add, how proud 
I feel, that the Canadian people 
have shown to other parts of the 
British Empire, and to the coun­
tries, that it has been possible for 
Canada to carry through a gen­
eral election at a time of war, 
without impairing the united war 
effort of a united country. For 
all of this, I am deeply grateful 
to you.

"I believe that all who have 
given the present Administration 
their support today have ren­
dered the highest possible ser­
vice to our country at this time. 
Not to our country alone, but. 
also to Britain and France, and 
to those small nations whose 
freedom has been destroyed, 
threatened or imperilled by the 
most relentless cruel and brutal 
of foes.

"This great service does not 
belong to the present alone or to 
these countries alone. It is a 
contribution to the future of the 
world itself. I hope that the men

and women who have given the 
Government: their support today 
will find their reward in the part 
which they have thus played in 
the making of history, and the 
safeguarding of liberty.

"You have seen with clear eyes 
that the great issues before us 
has in reality been'the only issues 
which matter. It has been the 
war effort of a free people fight­
ing to maintain freedom. I have 
personally tried to look beyond 
the present into the dark * and 
threatening years that lie before 
us. I have asked you to.do the 
same. rÇhc result: of this election 
is proof that you, yourselves, 
have fell, that; a vigorous and 

: united war effort, of a united 
Canada is necessary above all 
things not only effectively to aid 
Britain and France in their 
struggle to preserve freedom in 
Europç but. essential as well to 
preserve true freedom in our 
own land.

"By your votes you have ex­
pressed once, and 1 trust: for all 
time, your disapproval of me­
thods of political campaigning 
which if permitted to gain a 
foothold in our Dominion or in 
any of ils provinces would soon 
destroy the free institutions of 
Government and the accepted 
standards of our public life. L 
would particularly like to extend 
my congratulations to the city of 

: Kingston with its historic mili­
tary associations. It has honored 
itself and Canada by ensuring to i 
this country the services of a 
great. Minister of National De­
fence whose character, ability 
and integrity have risen 
triumphant over a concentrated 
sequence of unwarranted at­
tacks.

"During the piesent campaign, ; 
as you art? all well aware, I 
have done my best to avoid per­
sonalities, and to refrain from 
any form of attack which might I 
leave behind it, bitter memories | 
or wounds which it might he 
hard to heal. 1 have done this, j 
not only because such conduct is, j 
1 believe foreign to my nature, j 
but because 1 have felt that the 
labors and the sacrifices which j 
will be necessary before victory j 
is assured, will need the co- , 
operative good-u'ill of us all.

"1 can find no words which 
better express my feelings to­
night than those uttered by 
Abraham Lincoln when his party 
was returned victorious at a time 
of Civil War.

" ‘While 1 am deeply sensible 
to the high compliment of a re- 
election, and duly grateful, as I 
1 rust, to Almighty God, for hav­
ing directed my countrymen to a 
right conclusion, as I think, for 
their own good, it. adds nothing 
to my satisfaction that any other 
man may he disappointed or 
pained by the results.
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approval of the people; but, 
while deeply grateful for this ! 
mark of their confidence in me. 
if I know my heart, my gratitude 
is free from any taint of personal 
triumph. T do not impugn the 
motives of any one opposed to 
me. It is no pleasure to me to 

j triumph over any one, but. I give 
thanks to the Almighty for this 
evidence of the people's resolu­
tion to stand by ‘free govern­
ment and the rights of human­
ity.’

“Now that t he elections are 
| over, 1 ask my fellow citizens in 
i all parts ot this broad land for- 
i getting the differences of the 
I past; to join their strength to- 
[ get her in the light for victory, 
j peace and freedom.
1 "Ladies and Gentlemen, I have 

no doubt that; the faith and fire 
within everyone of us are pledged 
to the great cause which has 
called our soldiers, our sailors 
and our airmen to the service of 
their country. The Government 
to which you have committed 

; the greatest of all trusts will do 
: the utmost to be worthy of them,
! of you and of .Canada.”

V •'.< V

Dr Manion Has 
No Complaints

Following is text of Dr. Man- 
ion’s speech :

“The people have spoken and 
therefore I have very little to 
say. After all we live in a democ­
racy. thank God, and while there 
arc flaws in the method of ob­
taining the vote, at the same

time once that, vote has been 
taken, being law-abiding citizens 
we accept it. „ ,

- The electors of Canada have 
decided to continue as they are. 
That; is their right.

“As I have spoken for over six 
weeks and Mr. King for about 
six days and. as apparently we 
have convinced the electors in in­
verse proportion to the time in 
which we spoke, it would cer­
tainly appear to be a very broad 
hint, to me to say but little to­
night and 1 shall.

“The responsibility continues 
1 to be Mr. King's- not only to 
! carry on our war effort, but. to 

prepare for the after-war. That 
| is the decision of the people and 
1 1 have no complaint.

“It is mv earnest hope that Mr.
• King and his Government will so 

carry on their duties that our
* country and our Empire will not 

only attain success in the war
i but. in the after-war as well.

-I should like to thank very 
sincerelv all those friends and 
supporters throughout Canada 
who worked so hard in behalf of 
my ideas. 1 deeply appreciate 
their efforts.

• And may this Canada that, we 
all love go on from success to 
success until finally it attains 
that great destiny which surely 

j awaits it.”
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Will Try To Be Worthy 
Of Nation’s Confidence 

Declares Premier King
Ottawa, March 27—Prime Minister 

Mackenzie King last night broadcast 
a message to the people of Canada 
thanking them for support given his 
administration in the Dominion elec­
tion and promising that “the govern­
ment to which you have committed 
the greatest of all trusts will do its 
utmost to be worthy of them, of you, 
and of Canada.”

The Premier spoke over the 
national network of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation.

The Prime Minister suggested that 
with the elections over differences 
of the campaign be forgotten in a 
common effort to attain victory, 
peace and freedom.

TEXT OF SPEECH
Following is text of the Prime 

Minister’s speech:
“From the beginning of the cam­

paign to this hour, I -have never 
doubted that on the day of polling, 
the people of Canada would make 
clear that the interests of our coun­
try would be best served by con­
tinuing in office the present ad­
ministration. For the evidence of 
your continued confidence, support 
and encouragement, I give you, on I 
behalf of my colleagues and myself, j 
our humble and heartfelt thanks.

"I am sure that to-night there is 
in the hearts and the minds of the 
citizens of Canada, as there is in 
my heart and mind, a sense of im­
mense relief that to-day a new par­
liament, fresh from the people, has 
been brought into being to cope with 
the tremendous problems which face 
our country at this time of war.

“I doubt if any of you will ever 
realize what it means to me to-night, 
with th responsibilities which, 
since the outbreak of war, have been 
mine^to know that the votes of all 
oyr soldiers, sailors and airmen, 

''whether across the seas, on the seas, 
or in Canada, have been safely 
recorded and this year’s general 
election completely over before war 
has broken in all its fury upon 
Europe.

WAR EFFORT UNIMPAIRED
“You will never know how re­

lieved and, may I add, how proud 
I feel that the Canadian people have 
shown to other parts of the British 
Empire, and to other countries, that 
it has been possible for Canada to 
carry through a general election at 
a time of war, without impairing the 
united war effort of a united coun­
try. For all of this, I am deeply 
grateful to you.

“I believe that all who have given 
the present administration their 
support to-day have rendered the 
highest possible service to our coun­
try at this time. Not to our country 
alone, but also to Britain and France, 
and to those small nations whose 
freedom has been destroyed, threat­
ened or imperilled by the most 
relentless, cruel and brutal of foes.

“This great service does not be­
long to the present alone or to these 
countries alone. It is a contribution 
to the future of the world itself. I 
hope that the men and women who 
have given the government their 
support to-day will find their reward 
in the part which they have thus 
played in the making of history, and 
the safeguarding of liberty.

LAUDS ROGERS
“You have seen with clear eyes 

that the great issues before us have 
in reality been the only issues which 
matter. It has been the war effort 
of a free people fighting to maintain 
freedom. I have personally tried 
to look beyond the present into the 
dark and threatening years th^t lie 
before us.

“I have asked you to do the same. 
The result of this election is proof 
that you, yourselves, have felt that 
a vigorous and united war effort of 
a united Canada is necessary above 
all things, not only effectively to 
aid Britain and France in their 
struggle to preserve freedom in 
Europe but essential as well to pre­
serve true freedom in our own 
land.

“By your votes you have ex- 1

pressed once, and I trust for all 
time, your disapproval of methods 
of political campaigning which if 
permitted to gain a foothold in our 
Dominion or in any of its prov­
inces, would soon destroy the free 
institutions of government and the 
accepted standards of our public life.

“I would particularly like to ex­
tend my congratulations to the city 
of Kingston with its historic mili­
tary associations. It has honored 
itself and Canada by ensuring to 
this country the services of a great 
minister of national defense, whose 
character, ability and integrity have 
risen triumphant over a cohcen- 
trated sequence of unwarranted at­
tacks.

LINCOLN QUOTED
“During the present campaign, as 

you are all well aware, I have done 
my best to avoid personalities, and 
to refrain from any form of attack 
which might leave behind it bitter 
memories or wounds which it might 
be hard to heal. I have done this, 
not only because such conduct is,
I believe, foreign to my nature, 
but because I have felt that the 
labors and the sacrifices which will 
be necessary before victory is as­
sured, will need the co-operative 
good-will of us all.

“I can find no words which bet­
ter express my feelings to-night 
than those uttered by Abraham 
Lincoln when his party was return­
ed victorious at a time of civil war.

“‘While I am deeply sensible to 
the high compliment of a re-elec­
tion, and duly grateful, as I trust, 
to Almighty God for having direct­
ed my countrymen to a right con­
clusion, as I think, for their own 
good, it adds nothing to my satis­
faction that any other man may be 
disappointed or pained by the re­sults.

“ T am thankful to God for this 
approval of the people; but, while 
deeply grateful for this mark of 
their confidence in me, if I know 
my heart, my gratitude is free from 
any taint of personal triumph. 1 
do not impugn the motives of any 
one opposed to me. It is no pleas­
ure to me to triumph over anyone, 
but I give thanks to the Almighty 
for this evidence of the people’s 
resolution to stand by free govern­
ment and the rights of humanity.’

FORGET DIFFERENCES 
“Now that the elections are over 

I ask my fellow citizens in all parts 
of this broad land, forgetting the 
differences of the past to join their 
strength together In the fight for 
victory, peace and freedom.

“Ladies and gentlemen, I have 
no doubt that the faith and fire 
within every one of us are pledged 
to the great cause which has called 
our soldiers, our sailors and our 
airmen to the service of their 
country. The government to which 
you have committed the greatest 
of all trusts will do the utmost to 
bv worthy of them, of you, and of Canada.”
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The imminent failure of the present Allied attempt

THE PRESENT OUTLOOK
April 30,1940

to dislodge Germany from Norway,compels serious considera­
tion. We can no longer shut our eyes to the fact that the 
war has steadily gone against us since September,and that, 
with present forces,policies and objectives, there is no 
certainty or even likelihood that it will soon turn for the 
better. The Poland which France and Britain guaranteed 
has been conquered,divided,crushed; Finland defeated after 
heroic resistance, the small Baltic states occupied by Russian 
forces,and Denmark taken over in a day without a gun being 
fired. Now nine-tenths of the populated area,ports,railways 
and industrial establishments of Norway are in German hands. 
Britain and France face the possibility of a second 
Gallipoli,which would damage their prestige and give the 
enemy new bases for direct attack. Guaranteed countries like 
Rumania are calling Nazi sympathizers back to favour# Most 
threatening of immediate effects is the danger that Mussolini, 
that "Knight in shining (black)mail",may decide that Germany 
is winning all along the line and that he must go in at once 
if there is to be any loot left.
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The Allies of course have factors of great 
potential strength: united peoples, a great and righteous 
cause, the resilience of democracy; wealth to buy and in­
dustrial equipment to produce the arms of war; over­
whelming naval strength,enforcing a blockade vhich is 
seriously though not fatally hampering German trade and 
production; military forces drawing to equality,and 
growing strength in the air,though unfortunately not 
yet near the equality or superiority with Germany that 
has been seen just around the corner every year since 
1936. They have one potential dependable ally,Turkey. 
They still have the sympathy of the small neutrals,tem­
pered by growing doubts as to whether their protection 
may not be more dangerous than helpful to a small power. 
They have not only the sympathy of the United States 
people,but the backing of the Administration and full 
access to American aircraft and military equipment 
resources. Japan is unfriendly,but not in a position 
to take hostile action. Russia is again on the fence, 
even making dubious approaches to Britain,based on her 
desire to prevent either side being defeated too soon.
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In this balance of forces,there is no guarantee 
of early or decisive attainment of the objectives 
which Britain and France sought in entering the war.
The Allies have no cards today they have not had the 
past six months,and there is little change in the team 
who are playing them. If peace were made today on the 
status quo,Hitler would have won hands down. How can 
this be? What are the reasons of strength or of 
Allied weakness?

The reasons of enemy strength are clear: a 
populous and vigorous people still on the make,with 
great industry and organizing capacity; freed from 
external debt by forgiveness or repudiation,and from 
internal debt by inflation; stirred by bitter memories 
of defeat and reviving dreams of dominance over the 
lesser breeds - this German people have come under 
control of a ruthless.dynamic and half-mad group who 
have persuaded.promised,terrorized them into accepting, 
as the price of internal stability and external con­
quest ,domination by a police and military machine,and 
devotion of the bulk of the nation’s manpower and 

wealth to the sole object of imposing Germany's will 
by force.
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The sources of Allied weakness are to be found 
partly in policy and to a less extent in execution.

In spite of the overwhelming victory of the
Allies in the last war,it was apparent that a people of
70,000,000 would not long be a negligible factor in world
affairs. The question was,what policy was to be adopted
toward Germany? Many policies were tried; none were carried

for years
out with effectiveness. There was/a see-saw between 
France and Britain: France seeking security by disarming 
her neighbour and building military alliances; Britain 
slowly reverting to her traditional principle of rebuild­
ing a balance of power. Through the golden or gilded 
twenties, there was enough prosperity and hope for all; 
no serious clash arose. But the economic depression of 
the thirties gave sharpness to the rising conflict of 
new ideologies, and in Germany in particular enabled Nazi 
demagogues to turn economic unrest into nationalist fervour. 
The British governments of the day,rather a futile lot 
and preoccupied by their own troubles,failed to see the 
danger. They refused, or acquiesced in French refusal, to 
grant the democratic leaders of Germany a reasonable 
approach to equality of armament ; and accordingly soon 
faced a Nazi regime which took many times more than their 
predecessors had vainly begged.
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Faced by a rearming and expanding Nazi Germany, 
several policies were possible. Germany might have been 
invaded and disarmed; but public opinion in the whole 
English-speaking world was against that. The attempt 
might have been made,and was made, to turn the League 
of Nations into an alliance of states obliged to impose 
military or economic sanctions against an aggressor 
country; but the Manchurian and Chaco experience showed 
that England was not prepared to accept this role, the 
Ethiopian incident showed that France was not,and the 
present war,that small neutrals are not - as Canada had 
from the first believed they would not.

The policy actually adopted by the United Kingdom 
in the thirties was "to avoid making commitments in 
advance,to prevent the organization of Europe into two 
or three opposing camps, to refrain from aid or inter­
vention in any area or dispute not of immediate and vital 
concern to her own interests,and to try to localize 
or draw a ring around any conflict that did break out".
In the latter half of the thirties this policy was 
supplemented by an extensive rearmament programme. In 
other words.detachment,appeasement,rearmament. The
policy was a realistic one,and with more energy might



-6-

have succeeded, Italy might have been detached from 
Germany by timely concessions and a show of friendliness, ^5* 
A superiority in the air could have been secured by

S'

better organization of the vast resources available, <^<t‘
But there was a tired and funbling note in all the
MacDonald-Baldwin period,and later,in the Spanish
conflict of Eden-Chamberlain days,British interests
and prestige were needlessly and disastrously thrown
away. A large section of British public opinion opposed
this policy when it found its most dubious expression
in the Munich settlement. Six months later the occupa­nttion of Prague turned the scale. There was a strong case

A In a memorandum of the 10th May the reasons for this sudden shift 
of policy were stated to have been:

(a) a widespread dislike of the internal and external policies of the 
Axis powers - their arrogance,intolerance,brutality - and a feeling 
that weir itself would not be worse than constant tension;

(b) the fear that if Germany remained unchecked in Eastern Europe,she 
would become a menace to Western Europe and the United Kingdom itself;

(c) an uneasy sense among the people of the United Kingdom of vanishing 
power and prestige;

(d) pique on the part of Mr.Chamberlain who saw crumbling his Munich 
triumph and his forecasts of npeace in our time11;

(e) revolt of the Foreign Office against control by No.10 Downing 
Street and Horace Wilson;

(f) the backseat driving from Washington.



-7-

for distrust of Hitler’s policies and promises; a strong 
case for taking steps to safeguard Western Europe 
against his ambitions,whether by heightened armament, 
dependable alliances or adjustment of European griev­
ances. Unfortunately,in the sharp reaction from 
appeasement,the British Government plunged suddenly 
and blindly and without notice or discussion into a 
policy of challenging Hitler in Eastern Europe and 
offering guarantees to any and every Eastern European 
.state that would join an anti-German bloc.

That policy was fundamentally unsound. There was 
"little prospect of building up a stable and dependable 
alliance from the states of Eastern Europe,divided by 
race and religion,backward industrially,socially feudal 
or bolshevist,with not a morally reliable statesman 
at the helm in a single case". Given the map of Europe 
and the Maginot-Siegfried lines, Britain and France 
could give little help if an alliance were formed,and 
would receive less. "The candidates for the new collec­
tive security were sought in the hedges and byways of 
Europe,selected not according to their moral stead­
fastness or their military strength but according to 
the dangers of their position and in some cases their 
inability to help themselves or anyone else. To
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jchallenge Germany in her strongest and Britain's weakest

i front and to rely on fickle Beck for stability,Carol forI
moral fervour and Stalin and Metaxal for support of

democracy,is another Charge of the Light Brigade". Only

in one way could this Eastern policy have had any chance 

of success - by securing in advance the firm support of 

Russia. But"by making sudden public and far-reaching 

commitments which it could not implement except by Russia’s?Z/fv' / A > yj A.
aid,without securing or even discussing any such assurance 

in advance, the British Government put itself at Russia’s
'

Mercy". These are not post-fact conclusions; the comments 

quoted were made in April and July. By August it was 

apparent that most of the small Eastern powers feared 

Russia as much as Germany,and that Russia was taking 

advantage of the Anglo-French blunder to make better terms 

with Germany and encourage the Western powers to destroy 

one another while she remained aloof and gained in strength.

"The fact is", as was observed early in the summer 

of 1939, "that the advocates of the New Policy have over­
estimated the power and prestige of Britain(and France) in 

the present day world. They have Mled to recognize the 

change in the world centres of material power in the past 
generation,or the decline of their former prestige and 
accepted leadership. They have consequently extended

their forces and their diplomacy too thin,’exposed to
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I

wide a surface1 The result was to line Europe up into 

,ftwo military camps,to take publicly positions from which 

there could he no retreat and little room for compromise or 

V negotiation".

Was there any alternative to accepting Hitler's 

domination on the one hand, or challenging him in Eastern 

Europe on the other? There clearly was: "a stiffening 

of the course followed up to Munich,rapid and effective re­

arming, co-operation with France in the defence of Western 

Europe", leaving Germany and Russia to balance and hold each 

other in Eastern Europe,and making every effort to co­

operate with the United States."

The New Policy of March,1939,failed to avert war in 

Europe. It failed to protect Poland or the Baltic or Scandin­

avian states.

In execution, the British and French peoples have 

shown determination and made great efforts and great sac­

rifices. They have kept war out of their own lands. They 

control the oceans. They are meeting a measure of success 

in blockading Germany. Turkey remains faithful. But they 

have not yet attained superiority in the air, and unfor­

tunately recent events have shown that air power exercised 

from nearby bases can challenge and perhaps block sea

\ power
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In the operation of the war, the one serious

/T^frix 10/

fj? î -• £*-> t »

and unexpected weakness has been the inability of the 
British and French navies to prevent the German Armada 

| occupying the whole south and west coast of Norway. The
sea is bigger than appears on the map and fog and storm
make scouting difficult, but no satisfactory explanation 
has yet been given why Allied intelligence services could 
give no warning or the overwhelming Allied sea power could 
not interfere with the long lines of war ships and trans­
ports occupying 800 miles of open sea with clockwork pre­
cision and completeness. Such information as is available 
indicates that many warnings of the operation were given 
in the days immediately preceding. Once installed on the 

H coast,with land guns set up and bases for the swarms of 
bombers,it was of course tremendously difficult to dislodge 
them, whatever bravery and energy might be shown.

£.vu£v,.. I

The fact that the Eastern European policy has
been proved in fact as futile as was contended last year, 
does not mean that we can escape its consequences. The

A-
fact that defeat has come in Poland and Finland and Norway 
does not mean that the war is lost. It does mean that 
redoubled effort will have to be made. We cannot afford any 
more mistakes,cannot afford delay or muddling through or 
wishful thinking. The Allies have now no margin of strength

/T^frix 10/

fj? à -• £*-* t » /&•*--*

\

to play with
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So far as Canada is concerned, it would appear 
essential to take stock of what progress we have actually 
made both for home defence and overseas service. As one 
means to that end,regular and frequent meetings of the War 
Cabinet,and explicit and precise progress reports by the 
Defence heads,will doubtless be desired. There will be
public demands for "more action", disparaging comparisons

ft
.of Canada's effort with Britain's or Australia's . In this 
connection addresses by the Prime Minister and leading 
Ministers in Parliament or on the radio will be welcomed: it 
is as important,for public morale, to let the people know and 

- where possible see what is being done as it is to do things.
The most promising factor in the situation,par­

ticularly from the Canadian standpoint, is that recent events 
may make the United States public realize what the Administra­
tion has realized for months, that they cannot permit a 
totalitarian victory. So long as it seemed probable that 
Britain and France would win, the people of the United 
States quite naturally did not feel called on to intervene.

ft
Detailed information as to Australia and New Zealand military and 
financial effort is being prepared.

*~
t
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Now that the horrible spectre of German-Russian-Italian 
victory has raised its head,public opinion will change 
accordingly. True, the United States is already giving in

t many respects as much help as if it were in the war,but its 
further diplomatic and financial and naval and perhaps air 
support are powerful potentialities. Out task is two­
fold: to make effective our own share and to speed in 
every practical and discreet way the co-operation of the 
United States.



Re: Speech on the Address

See Pealf1 a Commentaries re Industry and Humanity, 
regarding nature of present war - humanity versus 
animality.
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-jBut Italy does not want to get into 
Mhis war if she can satisfy some of her I 
( ambitions without it. She is vulnerable ' 
on land and sea, and her leaders know 
it, just as London and Paris know it.

Yet Italy’s policy will be influ-1 
enced by the success or failure of the 
German drive into Scandinavia. If the 
Germans can consolidate their control 
of the whole Norwegian coast, Jftaly 
may well feel that Germany is on the 
road to winning the war. The same con­
siderations will inevitably affect Rus­
sia, which has shown no great eager­
ness until now to enter the war as a 
military ally of Germany. It can be 
argued that German victories in the

(North will alarm Russia and lead her to 
patch up her relations with the Allies. 
But this is the way of wishful thinking, 
not the way of Rcalpolitik. The Allies 
and their friends must always reckon 
with the probability that German vic­
tories will drive Russia into closer and 
closer alignment with the Nazi Reich.

In such circumstances our own posi­
tion in America can hardly look as 
comfortable as it did before the Ger­
mans went into Scandinavia. For us, 
it is far more than a question of Green­
land and Iceland. To consider the Scan­
dinavian war as a matter of distant 
outposts near our hemisphere is to 
bury our heads in the sands of un­
reality. What we in the United States 
are witnessing is the most serious 
threat yet attempted against British 
sea power and the very existence of 
Britain and France as world empires. 
The attack that has obliterated Den­
mark and brought the swastika as far 
north as Narvik, 1,000 miles from Ber­
lin, is in reality a drive for supreme 
power in Europe?" Upon” the amount of 
unexpended energy behind that drive, 
upon the courage and skill of Allied 
resistance, the future way of life of 
millions may well depend at this 
moment.
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WATCH ON THE NORTH
Germany’s blow against Scandinavia 

has already sent its reverberations 
around the world. The mastery of 
Scandinavia is only a part of what is at 
stake today in the furious battles 
around Norway. The whole world 
watches breathlessly, and with good 
reason; for Allied power and German 
are now at grips for the first time in a 
life-and-death struggle. The warring 

| nations are not alone in believing that 
their existence depends upon the out­
come. Every neutral nation within

; striking distance of German power 
suddenly finds itself desperately threat­
ened. Every other neutral, no matter 

* how far from Europe or how deter­
mined to stay out of this war, must re- 
assess its position in the light of the 
success or failure of the German drive. 

Germany has now shown that she will 
| \ not hesitate to crush any neutral in her 

path if by so doing she feels she is 
gaining strategic advantages. Hitler 
did not hesitate to trample upon Den­
mark, which had only recently signed 
a non-aggression pact with him and 
given him not the slightest ground for 
offense. He was cold-blooded enough 
to plan an attack upon peaceful Nor­
way. He can have no scruples now 
against attacking any nation which he 
thinks can He overwhelmed by the 
might of the German military machine. 
Norway was so “strict and severe” in 
her neutrality, in Mr. Churchill's 
words, that she handicapped and an­
gered the Allies; yet Norway is suf­
fering more terribly today than Austria 
or Czecho-Slovakia, which always were 
pawns in the power-political game.

Germany’s surviving neutral neigh­
bors now confront the agonizing choice 
of submitting to a foreign tyranny 
whenever Germany gives the order, as 
Denmark submitted, or of resisting, in 
the full knowledge that resistance will 
make them battlefields. The only ques-

ntions are when and where the next 
blow will strike. Sweden is plainly ter­
rified; her Premier has talked bravely 
of refusing to let any foreign troops 
cross Swedish territory, but Sweden 
ig a prisoner of geography and her own 
weakness. The Netherlands have can­
celed army leaves and have rushed 
all available troops to the German 
frontier. Belgium and Switzerland, 
overwhelmingly pro-Ally in public 
sentiment, see the war edging omi­
nously closer toward them. The Bal­
kans find it more and more difficult 
to resist German economic demands
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WATCH ON THE NORTH
Germany’s blow against Scandinavia 

has already sent its reverberations 
around the world. The mastery of 
Scandinavia is only a part of what is at 
stake today in the furious battles 
around Norway. The whole world 
watches breathlessly, and with good 
reason; for Allied power and German 
are now at grips for the first time in a 
life-and-death struggle. The warring 
nations are not alone in believing that 
their existence depends upon the out­
come. Every neutral nation within 
striking distance of German power 
suddenly finds itself desperately threat­
ened. Every other neutral, no matter 

• how far from Europe or how deter­
mined to stay out of this war, must re- 
assess its position in the light oiTThe 
success or failure of the German drive.

Germany has now shown that she will 
\ not hesitate to crush any neutral in her 
path if by so doing she feels she is 
gaining strategic advantages. Hitler 
did not hesitate to trample upon Den­
mark, which had only recently signed 
a non-aggression pact with him and 
given him not the slightest ground for 
offense. He was cold-blooded enough 
to plan an attack upon peaceful Nor­
way. He can have no scruples now 
against attacking any nation which he 
thinks can lÿe overwhelmed by the 
might of the German military machine. 
Norway was so “strict and severe” in 
her neutrality, in Mr. Churchill’s 
words, that she handicapped and an­
gered the Allies; yet Norway is suf­
fering more terribly today than Austria 
or Czecho-Slovakia, which always were 
pawns in the power-political game.

Germany’s surviving neutral neigh­
bors now confront the agonizing choice 
of submitting to a foreign tyranny 
whenever Germany gives the order, as 
Denmark submitted, or of resisting, in 
the full knowledge that resistance will 
make them battlefields. The only ques­
tions are when and where the next 
blow will strike. Sweden is plainly ter­
rified; her Premier has talked bravely 
of refusing to let any foreign troops 
cross Swedish territory, but Sweden 
Ig a prisoner of geography and her own 
weakness. The Netherlands have can­
celed army leaves and have rushed 
all available troops to the German 
frontier. Belgium and Switzerland, 
overwhelmingly pro-Ally in public 
sentiment, see the war edging omi­
nously closer toward them. The Bal­
kans find it more and more difficult 
fb resist German economic demands; 
they know that if they resist, the 
mailed fist of Germany may strike 
them and crush them. It no longer 
matters greatly that the people of Ger­
many’s neutral neighbors want the Al­
lies to win this war. It can hardly in­
fluence their decision if they are con­
vinced that the Allies are bound to win 
in the end. The end of this war is not 
in sight; and no small nation will take 
the hideous risks of becoming a battle­
field just for the sake of being on the 
winning side. It seems clear that the 
small neutrals, one and all, will hardly 
dare to move unless they themselves 
are attacked.

Very different is the position of Italy 
and Russia, the only powerful "non­
belligerents” in Europe. They, at least, 
are in no danger of a sudden onslaught 
from Germany, and they can keep 
some freedom of choice about going to 
war. It might be expected, in view of 
the past technique of the Berlin-Home 
Axis, that Italy would hurry to make 
trouble for the Allies now that they 
are seriously occupied in Scandinavia.

comfortable as it did before the Ger­
mans went into Scandinavia. For us, 
it is far more than a question of Green­
land and Iceland. To consider the Scan­
dinavian war as a matter of distant 
outposts near our hemisphere is to 
bury our heads in the sands of un­
reality. What we in the United States 
are witnessing is the most serious 
threat yet attempted against British 
sea power and the very existence of 
Britain and France as world empires. 
The attack that has obliterated Den­
mark and brought the swastika as far 
north as Narvik, 1,000 miles from Ber­
lin, is in reality a drive for supreme 
power in EuropeT'TJpbiT the amount of 
unexpended energy behind that drive, 
upon the courage and skill of Allied 
resistance, the future way of life of 
millions may well depend at this 
moment.
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EXTRACT: Prom letter from A. F. Macdonald,
Public Archives of Canada, Ottawa 
April 4, 1940 D

But noteworthy as was this overwhelming
expression of public approval, perhaps the Election 
was of still greater significance, looking to the 
future, In the Impressive demonstration it gave of 
the smooth and_e f fJjc lenk-Xunc t Ion In g of a democracy 
ln"~tlmer-7jr~war• From the very beginning, at the formal 
efitry Into war upon the authority of Parliament, through 
all the subsequent stages down to the taking of the 
vote of the forces at home and overseas, there was no 
disturbance or impairment of the orderly constitutional 
processes. And when the Election was over Canada 
settled down, quietly reinforced In her unity of 
purpose and pledged anew to the business at home 
and the great task facing her. This was surely, as 
you intimated In your address on election night, an 
object lesson in national unity and in national 
determination, not alone to our Allies but to all 
the world. And for this happy issue which is of 
such high promise for the future my firm conviction 
is that your own wise, steadfast and patient states­
manship during the years of your leadership was 
chiefly responsible.
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In the dark, early hours of this morning, the

powers of evil unloosed their ruthless force against the

tv/o small peaceful and peace-loving nations of the
y ?

Netherlands and Belgium. Their countries are today the 

battle ground of Europe^ and of the world. To these new 

victims of relentless tyranny and violence, Canada not only 

offers its profound sympathy, but pledges its unwavering 

support. Once again within the space of twenty-five years, 

the little land of Belgium is ravaged, and its brave men and 

women called upon to face far greater horrors than those 

which they withstood and vanquished in the days of 1914.

They will withstand and vanquish them again.

With pride we re-join the Belgian people in the 

comradeship of arms, sanctified l\ the memory of common 

sacrifices.

For one hundred years the people of the Netherlands 

have known peace. The history of their rise to freedom is 

the history of heroic resistance to tyrants. We, in Canada, 

know how much they have contributed to the strength, the 

peaceful progress and the idealism of the North American 

continent. They too have joined the brotherhood of free 

nations, fighting for freedom.
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Ho words could adequately condemn the treachery
and the barbarism which have marked the successive outrages 
of Nazi Germany, They serve only to exalt the Allied cause 
and to strengthen the determination of each one of us to end 
this evil thing forever, and to keep inviolate the inner 
sanctuaries of the hearts and minds of men. No one knows 
where the next blow may fall^but every neutral country 

must at least now be persuaded that there is no limit to 
the Nazi lust of conquest, and no chance for the survival 
of civilization unless Nazi Germany is vanquished*

While it is the duty of each one of us to look 
at the hard and cruel facts with realistic eyes ,/there is

every reason for renewed confidence in the final outcome 
of the struggle. The campaign in Norway, while it was a 
shock to self-satisfaction, was a spur to speedier and 
greater effort. To-day’s news, although terrible, has shown 
that stouthearted nations, however small, are prepared and 
ready to resist• Every attack upon still another country, 
every extension of battle front(brings to Nazi aggressors a 

new military danger.
Six months after the last war began, the position 

of the allied cause was no less hazardous. It was still more
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hazardous six months before it ended. Today, not only 
the allied powers, but all free peoples see more clearly 
than they did then, the strength of the enemy, the 
significance of the cause, and the human rights that 
are imperilled. JjThe greatest battlej in the greatest war | 
for the greatest cause/ has begun. The storm has gathered; 

it is for us to gather our strength.)( Your government has 
pledged itself to steadfastness and vigour. It will keep 
that pledge ,/we are in continuous consultation with 

jam* aliiedfy fend we have already made preparations for 
further measures to help to meet the growing intensity 
of the conflict.|/I am sure that each one of you will 

keep a calm and courageous heart. I know^ too^ that no 
effort of hand asSef of head will be spared until victory 
is achieved./( We may expect news of dire and dreadful 

events. Let us always remember that endurance is one 
of the greatest of all virtues, and it is the last battle 
that decides the struggle.

Tonight, my fellow citizens, there stand by my 
side the Minister of Belgium to Canada, and a representative 
of the Minister of the Netherlands to Canada• They will 
speak to you in a few minutes. On your behalf, and in 
the name of the government of Canada, I say to them that 
we have confidence in ourselves and in our allies, and 
not; leasÿ in their two heroic lands who today have Mitt,, 

the cause of human freedom# ^ 'arms
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peaceful and peace-loving nations of the Motherlands and Belgium, 

Their countries are today the tattle ground, of Europe and of 

the world, To these new victims of relentless tyranny and 

violence, Canada not only offers its profound sympathy, but 

pledges Its unwavering support. Once again within the qpaee of 

twenty-five years, the little land of Belgium Is ravaged, and 

Its brave men and women called upon to face far greater horrors 

than those which they withstood and van qui shed In the days of 

1914. They will withstand and vanquish, tires» again.
With pride we re-Join the Belgian people In the 

comradeship of arms, sanctified by the memory of common sac­
rifices.

For <me hundred years the people of the Netherlands 

have knwwn peace. The history of their rise to freedom le 

the history of heroic resistance to tyrants. We, In Canada, 
know how much they have contributed to the strength, the peaceful 
progress end the Idealism of the North American continent. They 

too have Joined the brotherhood of free nations, fighting for 

freedom.

Ho words could adequately condemn the treachery and the 

barbarism which have marked the successive outrages of Hasi 
Germany. They serve only to exalt the Allied cause and to 

strengthen the determination of each one of ua to end tills evil 
thing forever, end to keep Inviolate the inner sanctuaries of



the hearts and minds f men. Bo one knows where the next blow 

may fall, but every neutral country must at least now be 

persuaded that there Is no limit to the Haal lust of conquest, 

and no chance for the survival of civilitétlon unless haul 
Germany la vanquished.

While It Is the duty of each one of us to look at the 

hard and cruel facts with realistic eyes, there la every reason 

for renewed confidence In the final outcome of the struggle»

The campaign In Norway, while It waa a shock to eelf-satlsection, 

was a spur to speedier and greater effort. Today»s nows, although 
terrible, haa shown that stouthearted nation», however email, 

are prepared and ready to r--eist. Every attack upon still 

another country, every extension of battle front brings to Nasi 

aggressor* a new military danger»

Six month» after the last war began, the position of 
the allied cause waa no leas hazardous. It wae still more 

hazardous «lx months before It ended» Today, not only the allied 

powers, but all free people» aee more clearly the» they did tlx on, 

the strength of the enemy, the significance of the cause, and 

the human right» that are imperilled. The greatest battle In 

the greatest war for the greatest cause has begun. The storm 

has gathered* It la for ue to gather our strength. Your govern­

ment haa pledged Itself to steadfastness and vigour. It will 

keep that pledge. We are In continu ou» consultation with the 
allied powers and we have already made preparations for further 

measure» to help to meet the growing Intensity of the conflict



I am sura that each one of you will keep a calm and courageous 

heart. I know too that no effort of hand or head will be spared 

until victory Is achieved# We may expect news of dire and 
dreadful events# Let ua always remember that endurance is one 

of the greatest of all virtues, and It la the last battle that 

decides the struggle#

Tonight, my fellow oltlsens, there stand by ay 

aide the Minister of Belgium to Canada, and a representative 

of the Minister of the Sutherland» to Canada# They will apeak 

to you In a few minutes# On your behalf, and in the name of 

the government of Canada, I say to th«a that we have confidence 

In ourselves and In our allies, and not least In their two 

heroic lands who today have Joined the company of nations that 

are defending In arms the cause of human freedom#
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In too dark, early hours of this morning, the powers 

of evil unloosed their ruthless force against toe two email 

peaceful and peace-loving nations of the Motherlands and Belgium, 

Their countries are today the battle ground of Surope and of 

the world. To these new victims of relentless tyranny and 

violence, C nada not only offers it* profound sympathy, but 

pledges Its unwavering support, Once again within the eçjaca of 

twenty-five years, toe little land of Belgium is ravaged, and 

Its brave men nnd wonan called upon to face far greater horrors 

than those which they withstood and vanquished In the days of 

1614, They will withstand tend venqulto to ess again,

with pride we ro-Join the Belgian people In toe 

comradeship of a me, sanctified by the reemory of common sac­

rifices.

For one hundred years the people of the Netherlands 

have known peace. The history of their rise to freedom la 

the history of heroic resistance to tyrants, *«, In Cenada, 

know how much they have contributed to the strength, the peaceful 

progress and toe Idealism of the Sorth As@rlo.ti continent. They 

too have Joined the brotherhood of free nations, fighting for 

freedom,

*o words could adequately condemn toe treachery and the 

barbarism which have marked toe successive outrages of I’ael 

Germany, They earve only to exalt tote Allied cause and to 

strengthen the determination of each one of us to end this evil 

thing forever, end to keep Inviolate the Inner sanctuaries of
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the hearts end minds f wen* Ko one knows Where the next blow 
shy fall, but every neutral country must at least now be 
persuaded that there la no limit to the S&el lust of oon<**est, 
and no chance far the survival of civilisation '.misse Keel 
Germany Is vanquished»

*hile it is the duty of each one of us to look at the
hard and cruel facts with realistic eyes, there la every reason 
for renewed confidence In the final outcome of the struggle*
The campaign In Norway, ifcile It was a shock to «self-satisfaction, 
was a spur to apeodiar and greater effort• Today*» nows, although 
terrible, Ms shown that stouthearted nations, however small, 
ere prepared end ready to r elst, 3ivory attack upon still 
another country, every extension of battle front brings to iiusl 
aggressors a new military danger.

Six months after the last war began, the position of 
the allied cause was no less hasarderas. It was still sore 
hasarderas six months before it ended. Today, not only the allied 
powers, but all free people» see raor-3 clearly them they did then, 
the strength of tiw enemy, the significance of the cause, and 
the human rights that ore Imperilled. The greatest battle in 
the greet eat war for the greatest cause has begun. The atom 
has gathered# it is for us to gather our strength. Your govern­
ment has pledged itself to steadfastness and vigour, it will 
keep that pledge* We are In continuous consultation with the 
allied powers and we have already made preparations for further 
measures to help to meet the growing intensity of the -conflict



I aw sure that each one at you will keep a calm end courageous 

heart. I know too that no effort of hand or head will be spared 

until victory la achieved* We ray expect news of dire «nd 

dreadful events* Let us always rereaber that endurance Is one 

of tbs greatest of all virtues, and It is the last battle that 

decides the struggle.

Tonight, $37 fellow cItleans, there stand by my 

side the stlr-intcr of Belgium to Cam da, and a representative 

of too Minister of too Ketoerland# to Canada. They will speak 

to you in a few «Imites, on your behalf, and in the name of 

the government of Canada, I say to toe*» that we Lave confidence 

in ourselves and In our allies, and not least in their two 

heroic lands who today have Joined the ooapany of nations that 

are defending In arms the cause of human freedom.
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M PLEDGES
CANADA'S AID

‘Dominion Already Made 
Preparations to Help Meet 
Nazi Outrages,” Says 
Prime Minister

Ottawa, May 11—Pledging Can­
ada’s “unwavering support” to the 
Netherlands and Belgium, Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King, in a broad­
cast last night over the national net­
work of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation, said “the greatest battle 
in the greatest war for the greatest 

I cause has begun.”
i In the strongest language, Mr. 
King condemned German violation i 
of the low countries. "No words j 
could adequately condemn the1 
treachery and barbarism which have 
marked the successive outrages of 
Nazi Germany,” he said.

“No one knows where the next 
blow may fall but every neutral 
country must at least now be per-1 
suaded that there is no limit to the 
Nazi lust of conquest and no chance 
for the survival of civilization un­
less Nazi Germany is vanquished.”

The Prime Minister said the Can­
adian Government is in continuous 
consultation with the Allied powers 
“and we have already made prepar­
ations for further measures to help 
to meet the growing intensity of the 

1 conflict.”
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^‘Unwavering Support” 
Of Canada Is Pledged 
To Belgium, Holland
Prime Minister King Declares "‘The Greatest Battle in 

The Greatest War for the Greatest Cause Has 
Begun.” Condemns German Violation of Low 
Countries in Strongest Language. Envoys of 
Invaded Nations Also Deliver Messages.

Pledging Canada's ‘ unwavering 
support” to The Netherlands and
Belgium, Prime Minister Mac­
kenzie King, in a broadcast last 
night over the national network 
of the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation, said "the greatest I 
battle in the greatest war for the i 
greatest cause has begun.”

In the strongest language, Mr. ! 
Xing condemned German violation 
of the low countries. "No words 
could adequately condemn the 
treachery and barbarisms which, 
have marked the successive out- j 
rages of Nazi Germany,” he said, j 

"No one knows where the next 
blow may fall but every neutral 
country must at least now be per­
suaded that there is no limit to 
the Nazi lust of conquest and no 
chance for the survival of civiliza­
tion unless Nazi Germany is 
vanquished.”

Have Made Preparations. - 
The Prime Minister said the 

Canadian government is in con­
tinuous consultation with the 
Allied powers "and we have al­
ready made preparations for 
further measures to help to meet 
the growing intensity of the con­
flict.”

Baron Robert Silvercruys, Bel­
gian minister to Canada, also spoke 
on the broadcast and said that 
no nation can claim a cleaner re­
cord of honesty than Belgium and

that the German pretext for the 
invasion, to the effect that neutral­
ity had not been preserved "is but 
an insult added to a grave injury.”

For us Belgians, the hour of 
trial has come. The loyalty which 
we displayed as an independent 
and neutral nation, we shall now 
demonstrate anew on a field where 
Belgian determination, courage 
and constancy will have a renewed 
vigor.”

A message by F. E. H. Groen- 
man, Netherlands minister to Can­
ada, who was en route to Ottawa 
at the time of the broadcast, was 
read on his behalf. The minister 
said the German invasion was a 
sign of weakness on the part of 
the Nazis.

Mr. King's Message.
Following is text of Mr. King’s 

message:—
"In the dark, early hours of 

this morning, the powers of evil 
unloosed their ruthless force 
against the two small peaceful 
and peace-loving nations of The 
Netherlands and Belgium. Their 
countries are today the battle 
ground of Europe and of the 
world.

"To these new victims of relent­
less tyranny and violence, Canada 
not only offers its profound 
sympathy, but pledges its un­
wavering support. Once again 
within the space of 25 years, the 
little land of Belgium is ravaged, 
and its brave men and women 
called upon to face greater horrors 
than those which they withstood 
and vanquished in the days of 
1914. They will withstand and 
vanquish them again.

Of Common Sacrifices.
"With pride we rejoin the 

Belgian people in the comrade­
ship of arms, sanctified by the 
memory of common sacrifices.

"For 100 years the people of 
The Netherlands have known 
peace. The history of their rise 
to freedom is the history of heroic 
resistance to tyrants. We, in Can­
ada, know how much they have 
contributed to the strength, the 
peaceful progress and the idealism 
of the North American continent. 
They too have joined the brother­
hood of free nations, fighting for 
freedom.

"No words could adequately con­
demn the treachery and the 
barbarism which have marked the 
successive outrages of Nazi Ger­
many. They serve only to exalt 
the Allied cause and to strengthen 
the determination of each one of 
us to end this evil thing forever,! 
and to keep inviolate the inner 
sanctuaries of the hearts and 
minds of men.

No Limit to Nazi Lust.
"No one knows where the next 

blow may fall, but every neutral 
country must at least now be per­
suaded that there is no limit to 
the Nazi lust of conquest, and no 
chance for the survival of civiliza- •'
tion unless Nazi Germany is 
vanquished.

"While it is the duty of each 
one of us to look at the hard and 
cruel facts with realistic eyes, 
there is every reason for renewed 
confidence in the final outcome 
of the struggle. The campaign in 
Norway, while it was a shock to 
self-satisfaction, was a spur to 
speedier and greater effort.

"Today's news, although terrible, 
has shown that stouthearted 
nations, however small, are pre­
pared and ready to resist. Every 
attack upon still another country, 
every extension of battle front 
brings to Nazi aggressors a new 
military danger.

Significance of Cause.
"Six months after the last war 

began, the position of the Allied 
cause was no less hazardous. It 
was still more hazardous six 
months before it ended. Today, 
not only the Allied powers, but all 
free peoples see mere clearly than 
they did then, the strength of the 
enemy, the significance of the 
cause, and the human rights that 
are imperilled.
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"The greatest battle in the 
greatest war for the greatest 
cause has begun. The storm has 
gathered; it is for us to gather 
our strength. Your government 
has pledged itself to steadfastness 
and vigor. It will keep that 
pledge. We are in continuous 
consultation with the A 1 li e d 
powers, and we have already made 
preparations for further measures 
to help to meet the growing in­
tensity of the conflict.

Spare No Effort.
"1 am sure that each one of you 

will keep a calm and courageous 
heart. I know too that no effort 
of hand and of head will be spared 
until victory is achieved. We may 
expect news of dire and dreadful 
events. Let us always remember 
that endurance is one of the 
greatest of all virtues, and it is 
the last battle that decides the 
struggle.

"Tonight, my fellow citizens, 
there stand by my side the minis­
ter of Belgium to Canada and a 
representative of the minister of 
The Netherlands to Canada. They 
will speak to you in a few minutes. 
On your behalf, and in the name 
of the government of Canada, I 
say to them that we have confi­
dence in ourselves and in our al­
lies, and not least in their two 
heroic lands which today have 
joined the company of nations 
that is defending in arms the, 
cause of human freedom.”
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In the dark, early hours of ti ll a aom ing, the ”

powers of evil unloosed their ruthless force against the 

two «-mil peaceful end peace-loving nations of toe 

Netherlands anti Belgium. Thdr countries are today toe 

battle ground of Europe and of too world. To those new 

victims of relentless tyranny and violence, Canada not only 

offers its profound sympathy, but pledges its unwavering 

support. Once again within toe space of twenty-five years, 

the little land of Belgium la ravaged, and its brave mon and 

wor.on called upon to face far greater horrors tlian those 

whloh they withstood and vanquished in too days of 1314.

They will withstand and vanquish them again.

With pride we re-join the Belgian people in the 

comradeship of a ms, sanctified by the memory of coran on 

sacrifices.

For one hundred years toe people of the Netherlands 

have known peace. The history of their rlse to freedom is 

the historjr of heroic resistance to tyrants. ïfe, in Canada, 

know how much they Mve contributed to toe strength, the 

peaceful progress and toe idealism of the North American 

continent. They too have Joined the txrotlierhooti of free 

nations, fighting for freedom.
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and the barbarian which luivo marked the successive outrages 

of Nazi Germany, They servo only to exalt the Allied cause 

and to strengthen the determination of each orv; of ua to and 

this evil thing forever, and to keep inviolate the inner 

sanctuaries of the hearts and minds of rv.en, No one lenowa 

where the next blow my fall, but every neutral country 

must at least now be persuaded that there is no 11 it to 

the Nasi lust of conquest, and no chance for the survival 

of civilisation unless Nazi Germany is vanquished.

While it is the duty of each one of uc to look 

at the lard and cruel facta with realistic eyes, there is 

every reason far renewed confidence in the final outcome 

of the struggle. The caspalgn In Norway, «hile it was a 

shock to self-satisfaction, was a spur to speedier and 

greater effort. Today's news, although terrible, las ah wn 

that stouthearted nations, however small, are prepared and 

ready to waist. Every attack upon still another country, 

every extanaIon of battle front brings to Nazi aggressors a 

new military danger.
Six months after the last war began, the position

of the allied cause was no less hazardous. It was still more
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hazardous six month» before it ended. Today, not only 

the allied powers, but all free peoples see more clearly 

than they did then, the strength of the enemy, tlie 

significance of the cause, and the human rights that 

are inporilled, Tlie greatest battle in the greatest war 

for the greatest cause lias begun. The storm Me gathered; 

it is for us to gather our strength. Your government has 

pledged itself to steadfastness and vigour. It will keep 

that pledge, vie are in continuous consultation with the allied 

powers and we have already made preparations for further 

measures to help to meet the growing Intensity of the conflict• 

I am sure that each one of you will keep a calcs and courageous 

Mart, I know too that no effort of hand or head will be 

spared until victory la achieved. Wo my expect news of 

dire and dreadful events. Let us always r-imambar tMt 

endurance is one of the gros .out of all virtues, and it is 

the last battle that decides the struggle.

Tonight, my fellow citizens, there stand by my 

side the Minister of Belgium to Canada, and a representative 

of the Minister of the Betherlande to Cenada. They will 

speak to you in a few minutes. On your behalf, and in the 

name of the government of Canada, I say to them that we have 

confidence in ourselves and in our allies, and not least in 

their two heroic lands who today have Joined the company of 

nations that are defending in amo the cause of human fro dm.
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VradaetScm âu âlsomire du premier
___________ _______________... isJ&jssUJ&L-

e tetin, pendant qu’il faisait encore nuit, les h 
puisse»#»* du nul ar «ont dvehalnées contre deux petite 
peuples peolfl iUf* et amie de le . elx, les : aye-Heu et 
1» Belgique. Leur territoire est aie internant le ohsftp de 
betellie de IeSurope, et du monde. oee nouvellee 
vlotlsws d’une tyrannie et d’uns violence lmplaeetele 
le Cnnede non seulement Apporte sa profonde sympathie 
.-aele Jure son eide résolue. nooro fols, en un quart 
e allele, Le petit® pétris bel*;* est revngr'e, et tous 

ses en ft ai» doivent fs tr® face â dse horreur» encore plus 
nonstrueueee que celles qu’ils eurent â combattre et 
qu’ils ont veineuse en 1914. ils y résisteront et les 
veineront enoore une fols.

•est sveo orgueil que nous enter «sons le peuple 
belge dans oette oasierederle sacré®, sanctifiée per le 
rouvenir des sacrifice» endurés en oonmn.

codent plue de cent ans, les te®teltant» des >ays- 
3bz ont connu 1# pel*. .’histoire de leur ascension vers 
la liberté est celle de 1« résistance héroïque aux tyrene. 
hou» «avoue, eu 'anetie, quelle e vt leur eeetrlvutte» à 
le puisasses, a » irogrle dans le paix, et 8 l’idéal du 
continent nord-ecsérlouln. mx aussi, ont pris plaee dans 
1’association des nation» Utero», o«abattant pour leur



liberté. Lee note «Manquent pour eood<« «er le traîtrise 

•t le barbarie;» qui ont «arqué le suite de» déprédations 

de 1 ♦.tillers©ne nttzle. ailea ne peuvent que rehausser 1«« 

a «use des Alliée et reuforo er le résolution qui enlise 

rtheoun de nous de mettre- fin h nette horreur I Jtmale 

et de conserver Intacte Isa •snotuatrea du coeur et de 

l'esprit humains. Os ne «ait sur qui tombera le prochain 

coup is tous lee pays neutres doivent maintenant être 

conveittous qu'il n'existe pas de limite h l'appétit de 

conquêtes dee nazie, que la civilisation ne peut survivre 

ri l' ilenagne nazie n'est vaincue.

i**»t notre devoir A tous d'envisager avec réalisme 

la* ff.lt», sari brutaux et cruels qu'ils «oient, mule 

tot.it milite en faveur d'une confiance aoeme dans l'issue 

favorable du conflit. La cert if. ©ne de Lorvège, un rude 

coup A la oo-iplaisnnee, a été le coup d'éperon qui fait 

bondir d . ne un effort plue ©rand, plue rapide, Lee 

nouvelles de la Jo .ruée, quoique terriblea, ont prouvé 

que les ftuples courageux, al petits aoient-ila, sont 

.réparée et prête S la résistance. Toute attaque centre 

d'autres paye, tout agrandissement de» cha ps de bataille 

accroît le danger militaire auquel les agresseurs nazie 

doivent fnlre face.
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3lx mole eprie 1» début de la dernière guerre»
1»« situation de» alliée était non moins difficile. Ile 
s’était encore aggravée elx mol» event le victoire, 
ujourd’&ul, non saulesumt lee alliée, mele tous le» roupie» 
litre» volent encore plu® elalreuent .u’alorr la force de 
l’eaneal, 1’Import»nee de notre eouee, et le péril que 
omirent le» droite de 1* humanité. La bataille euprfe» 
pour la eeuse la plu# haute, eet engagée dans une -guerre 
plu» -:rende encore »

•orage meneur, e* at * noue de préparer nos forces.
votre ouverti<r..rnt donné m ;«•.role 'être for e et vigou­
reux. Il tiendra es jaroaeeee* Il est en eoununiaction 
constante avec no® alliée et 11 a déjà préparé de» loeure» 
qui permettront de subir l’ardeur nouvelle du conflit.
Je suis «ür que tous, voue gardez un coeur cal» et résolu. 
Je eide susal qtt’euoun effort tas sera épargné tent que le 
victoire n’aura pas tU eo. evée. Loue devons noua attendre 
à a. s événement# oruele, terrible», <appelona»aotia toujours 
que la patlenoe eet la plue grande de toutes les vertu» et 
que g’eut la dernière bataille qui décide de le. victoire.

5e aolr, me» compatriote*, J’al ê me» cotée le 
Ministre de Belgique, et un xp représentant du Ml metre 
de* ieye-Bac au Canada. Ils voue adresseront la parole
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dens un Instant, .Stt votre nom, et en celui du geuvsr-

orsent eeiedlen, je leur dis que nous avons confiance

en none-iaroes et en noe alliés, en leurs peuples de héros

qui, aujourd’hui ont $rls les erses pour le ce.;»e de le 

liberté dese le «ends#

-O'
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May 16, 1940
Re; Hanson __ ;

Suspension of proceedings - 
not adjournment»

Congratulations to M.P» Yoik-Sunbury.
(1) Confidence of followers.
(2) Position of Leader of Opposition,

Choice no surprise.
Parliamentary record: long',

large parliamentary
^ Ü experience, 

one of 2 M.P.fs in
Government of Bennett,

My knowledge of position of
Leader of Opposition,

Understanding sympathy in
responsibilities and anxieties.

»t « it
to all in present Parliament»

Need help - as free nations
as Britain and France •

Effective co-operation.
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Functlons of Oppositions
(Leader, salaried officer)
Constructive criticism.
Safeguard against hasty and 
__ ill-conceived action#
Will reciprocate all co-operation

given#



wvmwv r. s# umm
To adjourn taie House with, a view to having It 

alt again tuday would necessitate^ under its rule* a formal 

motion requiring twenty-four hours* notice# I am, there­

fore, proposing that the House suspend Its sittings until

three o'clock# Before, however, this action is taken, I 

should like to avsil ttyself of the earliest op ortunity 

to extend to try Honourable friend the member for York 

iunhury, my very sincere congratulation» and equally the 

congratulations of all honourable members on this aide of 

the House upon the confidence whieh has been expressed in 

him by Ills follow members in choeing him as leader of 

their party In the House of Cornons, and on his assumption 

of office today of the position of leader of the Op oaitlon.

May I say that I am not surprised that he should 

have been selected for the position which he now holds#

% honourable friend, though lie was not s aicaber of the 

last Parliament, Is, In point Oi service, one of the oldest 

members of the House of Courons having been returned to 

this House In the by-election of Kay 1981 end again at the 

general elections of 1981, *25, *00 and 1930#

S$T honourable friend has had a large parliamentary 

experience. I think I am right when I say Metla one of the
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two aiDfflbei*» of hi8 party who ha»» bean - «arabe;-a of * 

previous administrât lcm, he having filled for a year 

the office of Minister of Trade and Com-»roe in the 

administration of the Rt. Hon* H. B# Bennett.

The otter member is ay honourable friend from

Yale, Mr. Orote Stirling who wae Sinister of Defence
.. * » '*■

in —i-Tt *--*-* ^r~~~ j|g hag been

Chairman of law tant Parliamentary coisnitfceesf is a 

forceful debater, and is as familiar ae anyone in the 
house with the general procedure.

May I say to my honourable friend that perhaps 

bettemtban anyone else, I here e knowledge of what may 

be expected of him in the position of leader of the 

Opposition. He has ay understanding sympathy alike 

in his responsibilities and his anxieties.

I Should like at ones to say that In tbs 
present farlieront, responsibilities and anxieties are 

certain to be greater for ell of us than they have been 

for members in any previous time* WS shall all need the 

help that we are capable of giving each other Just as 

the tree nations of the world er those that until 

yesterday were free, are In need of each other*» help, 

end aa Britain and France and the different parts of
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the British Cob owsalth of Hâtions ere In need of all 
In the »y of effeo lve co-oieration It Is possible for 
each to five the others*

I shall not expect from the new leader of 
the Op osltlon the measure of ap proval of the Govern ment’a 
aetlona which might be expected of one of my own party 
nor would 1 wish anything of the kind* All that I would 
ask le that such criticism ae there may be of the Govern­
ment's policies anti actions nay be made as constructive 
ae possible, and. If I m ghfc be permitted to say so.
In times like the present, made with aa little In the 
way of recrimination as possible*

I, myself, shall do all I ctm to reciprocate 
in fullest measure whatever may be ac orded the Govern­
ment In the way of oo-operation not only on the part 
of the Opposition but on the part of all groups In the 
House,
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Speech on Address.
Seotlon 6: Unemployment Insurance

Historical:
An aim ~>t Liberal party since 1921}

Attempt to secure co-operation 
of provinces in necessary 
constitutional amendment 1937-38;

3 provinces, Alberta, NewBrunswick 
and Quebec, not prepared to 
co-operate;

Policy of Government unchanged ;
No immediate action to avoid 

creating friction with provinces.

Renewal of suggestion to provinces (1940)i

Jan. 16: letters addressed to 
Premiers of Alberta, New Brunswick and Quebec;



Jan. 25: Premier of New
Brunswick expressed 
agreement of provincial 
government to necessary 
amendment $

Feb. 24: Premier of Quebec 
sought elucidation of 
proposal:

Apr. 10: Details of the case 
for a constitutional 
amendment outlined to 
Premier of Quebec;

May 13 : Premier of Quebec gave 
assent of provincial go­
vernment to amendment ;



V»

Adventa«es of Unemployment Insurance
In wartime:

Rising employment anticipated 
— will enable fund to be 
created;

Check on consumption of non- 
essentials — will aid in 
preventing rise of prices;

Preparation for labour adjust­
ments in post-war recons­
truction period.

Long-range effeots:

Increases security of insured 
workmen;

Bases financial burden on
Provinces end Municipalities;

Promotes industrial stability;

Lessens huftan suffering.
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May 20, 1940 
Page 43 et seq
Unrevised Hansard

CANADA'S WAR EFFORT
Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING 

( Prime Minister) : Mr. Speaker, my lion, 
friend the leader of the opposition (Mr. Han­
son) in concluding his remarks referred to the 
extremely grave situation which all free 
countries are facing, we in Canada in common 
with those great and brave countries, Britain 
and France and other nations formerly 
neutral, that have suffered so severely in the 
course of recent months. On Friday last my 
lion, friend asked me a question, to which I 
replied. The question related to 'the situation 
as it was at the time. When I had replied, 
indicating how very critical it was, my lion, 
friend said that lie wished to assure me at 
once that he and his party desired to give all 
the cooperation they possibly could to the 
government, to support them in any action 
which they might be ready to take, and to 
assist in every way in the face of a common 
peril. My lion, friend concluded his remarks 
this afternoon in much the same strain. I had 
rather expected, I should perhaps say I had 
rather hoped, that in rising to reply to him 
to-day on the first day of the debate on the 
address, my remarks might be wholly con­
gratulatory on his attitude and in 'the nature 
of renewed thanks on the part of the govern­
ment to him and those associated with him 
for the cooperation which they had offered and 
which we believed they were prepared to give 
in full measure. 1 do wish to thank my hon. 
friend for what he has said in regard to the 
cooperation that is intended. I wish also 
to congratulate him on some of the remarks 
he made this afternoon. I am pleased indeed 
to find that in the discharge of the new duties 
that have fallen upon him he is full of the 
old vigour which he displayed in previous 
years and is now in a position where he may 
be able to contribute more and more to the 
public life of this country, as he has just said 
was his motive in wishing to be returned to 
parliament. I am sure all hon. members hope 
he may have that opportunity for many years 
to come. But I had expected that the offer 
of cooperation which my hon. friend gave 
would not be followed quite so quickly by a 
return to the political battles that were fought 
prior to and during the last general election. 
I did hope, in the light of the solemnity of 
this hour, that when he rose to speak he would 
say that all had better forget the battles that 
had taken place—

Mr. HARRIS (Danforth) : He said that.
Mr. MACKENZIE KING: —accept the 

verdict the Canadian people pronounced so 
emphatically at the last general election, and 
from now on act, as far as it might be possible 
so to do, as of one mind in this House of 
Commons, giving to each other all the assist­
ance we possibly can.



44 COMMONS
1 > y

May I say I had fully expected my hon. 
friend would make a very brief speech this 
afternoon, that he would come immediately 
to the point, which is the one of chief con­
cern in the mind of the Canadian people, 
and to which he referred as such, namely that 
the country is anxious to know, respecting 
Canada’s war effort, what the government has 
done, what it is doing and what it proposes 
to do. That I think is the one question 
which the people of Canada are asking, and 
to which they are entitled to have an early 
and complete reply. They know in large part 
but they do not know all. Of necessity we 
have been obliged to wait until parliament 
met to make a comprehensive statement. Here 
alone questions respecting matters of national 
importance can be answered with authority 
as they arise. However, I am not going to 
take exception, beyond what I have just said, 
to the attitude of my hon. friend. I will only 
say that if the situation was grave on Friday 
last, it is if anything graver to-day. I hope, 
in the light of that knowledge, hon. members 
may not find it necessaiy to go back and 
forth over and over ground that was traversed 
time and again in the recent campaign, but 
will devote themselves primarily to a con­
sideration of what at this moment, and from 
this time on, may be of greatest service in 
meeting the present situation.

I had thought that 1 would be able to 
give to the house before six o’clock this 
evening a statement with respect to what 
the government has done, what it is doing 
and what it proposes to do, that would im­
mediately give to the people of our country 
that sense of security with respect to 'the 
government’s actions and intentions which all 
of them wish to have and are entitled to 
have. Owing to the length of the speech 
which my hon. friend has made, it is not now 
possible for me to make that statement before 
six o’clock. I suppose my hon. friend will 
expect, and the house may expect, that I 
should first of all deal with some of the 
matters he has brought up in the course of 
his discussion, and that I should also comment 
on the different paragraphs in the speech from 
the throne to which he has referred. If I 
take up a short time prior to six o’clock in 
reviewing the ground he has run over, instead 
of immediately bringing forward the state­
ment I have here prepared, it will be in 
order that I may not be open to the charge 
of having omitted reference to anything that 
has been said, but, instead, to endeavour to 
cover, however briefly, points which my hon. 
friend has raised.

First of all may I say to him with respect 
to his opening remarks as to the anxiety that 
exists in the minds of himself and others con-

[Mr. Mackenzie King.]

cerning the situation overseas, that this anxiety 
is not confined to any man, to any party, to 
any group; it is an anxiety which not only 
extends over this entire country, but is deeply 
felt in all parts of the world, particularly 
in those parts which hitherto have regarded 
themselves as free. I hope no hon. member 
on either side of the house will assume that 
any other member, no matter in what quarter 
of the house he may be seated, is any less 
anxious, any less sincere, any less loyal with 
respect to the part which this country should 
take in the* present crisis than he himself 
may be.

My hon. friend has spoken of this war as 
a righteous war, a war in which there can 
be no question as to the justice of our cause. 
With that I think we are all in agreement. 
He has referred in appreciative terms to the 
speeches delivered on Friday last by the 
mover and the seconder of the address. I 
should like to thank him for what he has 
said of and to these newly elected, young 
members. The hon. gentleman referred to 
the speech of the seconder of the address as 
being a courageous and brave speech. It was 
courageous and brave, but I think m37 hon. 
friend rather spoiled the effect of his remark 
when lie said that the courageous part of the 
speech which lie quoted was received with 
applause only by members of his group and 
not by other parties in this house. May I 
say to him and to the seconder that with 
every word used by the hon. member for 
Vancouver North (Mr. Sinclair), we on this 
side are in complete agreement.

At the beginning of this new parliament, 
Mr. Speaker, I should like to say how much 
we welcome to the membership of this house 
so many young men, most of them returned 
for the first time. As the leader of the oppo­
sition has said, they arc the ones who will 
have to deal with the problems of the future, 
and the future they face would appear to be 
more difficult than any period heretofore 
faced by the members of any previous par­
liament of this country. It is fortunate for 
them and for Canada that in their earlier 
years, before becoming members of this house, 
so many of them gave earnest study and 
thoughtful consideration to the problems of 
our country. I doubt if we could have had a 
better example of the good effect of the many 
clubs which have been formed in Canada for 
the purpose of directing the time and atten­
tion of their members to a study of political 
problems than that which was evidenced by 
the speeches made by the mover and the 
seconder of the address. The hon. members 
who moved and seconded the address have 
given careful study to political problems for 
many years. They have accustomed them­
selves to public speaking, and have come
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per cent? Do experience and mature judg­
ment mean nothing?

These are some of the 'things I am thinking 
about. There may be a good answer. I do 
not think any government which has in its 
ranks 'the Minister of Finance and the Minis­
ter of National Defence would have any prej­
udice against members of the Canadian1 
expeditionary force ; in fact, one would suppose 
the opposite to be the truth. I wish to do 
them justice. But why arc not more of these 
men being taken on? They are asking this 
question, and we too must have the courage 
to ask it. The empire training scheme must 
be brought to the maximum of speed. We 
must have an intensified scheme of recruiting 
for reinforcement of our overseas division, and 
we must mobilize our industrial equipment.

Mr. Speaker, I apologize to this house for 
having detained it so long. During the past 
few days and over the weekend our hearts 
have been heavy with anxiety. We know 
that the first big push, the first big battle, 
is on. It is not ended yet. The forces of 
barbarism are stronger than we had any 
conception of. But I am glad to think the 
battle is not yet lost. At this moment there 
is no indication that the momentum of the 
enemy push is slowing up, not to speak of 
being stopped. But I have supreme confidence 
in the ability of the British and allied arms 
to withstand the shock. Stability will b$ 
established. But do not imagine that tl 
is the end. Rather it is but the beginninurof 
new and more severe aggressive action oyxlie 
part of the enemy. The next drive rgafy be 
the invasion of England herself, thejeirst in 
ten centuries ; and when that happens, then, 
my friends, this war will be that ra$Fch nearer 
to us, and the event will carry wth it to us 
an increasing anxiety and a cdfrespondingly 
increasing obligation. Shall jin rise to the 
occasion with our supreme ejfbrt? We must. 
We shall not falter. I was hpirtened yesterday 
in listening to the speeckr of Mr. Churchill. 
He is a man of stout hapFt. As I listened to 
him I recalled that Jmgland has been in 
many wars. She hajr won and lost many 
battles, but I am proud to think that England 
has always won thjjflast battle. It is our hope 
and trust that shir will do so in this war also.

This party \dRich I have the honour to 
represent forjlne time being is prepared to 
help to the utmost. I cannot make that state­
ment too ijÉrong. But we want to know and 
to be shqmn what is going on. The govern­
ment nafist demonstrate to the people of 
Canady that the trust reposed in the govern- 
menlJnas not been betrayed, that the mandate 

will be carried out to the utmost, 
not thinking in terms of party; I am

(Prime Minister) : Mr. Speaker, my 
friend the leader of the opposition (Mr. dan- 
son) in concluding his remarks referred the 
extremely grave situation which ;J1 free 
countries arc facing, we in Canada iniTommon 
with those great and brave counlri^s, Britain 
and France and other nation# formerly 
neutral, that have suffered so sojrerely in the 
course of recent months. On Friday last my 
lion, friend asked me a que^fron, to which I 
replied. The question relalop to the situation 
as it was at the time. Wpen I had replied, 
indicating how very critical it was, my hon. 
friend said that lie wmned to assure me at 
once that he and his Ævly desired to give all 
the cooperation they possibly could to the 
government, to si^port them in any action 
which they mighybe ready to take, and to 
assist in every jÆy in the face of a common 
peril. My hodr friend concluded his remarks 
this afternoojyn much the same strain. I had 
rather expired, I should perhaps say I had 
rather ho&d, that in rising to reply to him 
to-day om the first day of the debate on the 
addresdrmy remarks might be wholly con- 
gratiiMory on his attitude and in the nature 
of îyewcd thanks on the part of the govern- 
mgjFt to him and those associated with him 

the cooperation which they had offered and 
hich we believed they were prepared to give 

rin full measure. I do wish to thank my hon. 
friend for what he has said in regard to the 
cooperation that is intended. I wish also 
to congratulate him on some of the remarks 
he made this afternoon. I am pleased indeed 
to find that in the discharge of the new duties 
that have fallen upon him he is full of the 
old vigour which he displayed in previous 
years and is now in a position where he may 
be able to contribute more and more to the 
public life of this country, as he has just said 
was his motive in wishing to be returned to 
parliament. I am sure all hon. members hope 
he may have that opportunity for many years 
to come. But I had expected that the offer 
of cooperation which my hon. friend gave 
would not be followed quite so quickly by a 
return to the political battles that were fought 
prior to and during the last general election. 
I did hope, in the light of the solemnity of 
this hour, that when he rose to speak he would 
say that all had better forget the battles that 
had taken place—

Mr. HARRIS (Danforth) : He said that.
Mr. MACKENZIE KING: —accept the 

verdict the Canadian people pronounced so 
emphatically at the last general election, and 
from now on act, as far as it might be possible 
so to do, as of one mind in this House of 
Commons, giving to each other all the assist-
um mm*
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into parliament not unacquainted with public 
affairs but already trained in thought and with 
judgment matured with respect to many of 
the great questions of the day.

I should like to express to the mover of 
the address, the lion, member from Lotbinière 
(Mr. Lapointe), my very warm congratula­
tions upon the exceptionally admirable speech 
which he delivered. Like the leader of the 
opposition, I was impressed by the degree of 
confidence with which he spoke—and this is 
equally true of the seconder of the address— 
and the ability of each to hold the unbroken 
attention of the house. Few if any maiden 
speeches have been more suited to better the 
occasion than the speeches to which we 
listened on Friday last. I can hardly say 
whether my pleasure as I listened to the lion, 
member for Lotbinière was greater at his very 
obvious achievement, than was my pleasure 
in having the honour of sitting at the side of 
his distinguished father and sharing the pride 
he must have felt as he listened to one of his 
own family address this House of Commons 
of which he has been a member for so many 
years. As the leader of the opposition has 
said, there has been but one previous occasion 
on which father and son have sat in the same 
parliament as members of this house. My 
hon. friend referred to the gentleman who, 
as head of the Conservative party, held a 
veiy distinguished place. I should like to 
mention the great distinction which belongs 
to the right hon. the Minister of Justice 
(Mr. Lapointe, Quebec East) who to-day 
in point of membership is the oldest member 
of this house, and who in the affairs of Canada 
has played a part second to none in furthering 
the unity of our country. It must be a source 
of deep pride to him, as it is to all of us, 
that he has been privileged to hear his son 
speak words which must have brought to him 
the assurance that all he has so faithfully 
struggled and fought for in the course of his 
parliamentary and public life in the interests 
of the Canadian people is, God willing, certain 
to be carried on through years to come by 
the one who bears his name and who, I believe, 
will share his fame.

May I also congratulate most warmly the 
seconder of the address. His words were 
evidence of the careful training he has had, 
in part, at Princeton university and, in part, 
at Oxford university. May I say to him that 
he has given to parliament at this time of 
grave crisis in the world’s affairs an assurance 
of the service which from this time on may 
be expected from him in the public life of our 
country.

The leader of the opposition took exception 
to the reference in the speech from the throne 
to the advisability of making an immediate

study of post-war problems. I 'have been in 
parliament for some little time, and I think 
I know something of the way in which 
criticism is apt to shape itself. I am afraid 
that if there had been no reference of the 
kind in the throne speech, the first word we 
would have heard from my lion, friend would 
have been that it had altogether omitted one 
of the most important matters to be considered 
at this time, namely preparing as soon as pos­
sible to meet not only those great problems 
which will arise when the war is over but also 
•those problems which are arising already in 
consequence of the war. I hope hon. members 
will feel that one of their supreme duties 
is to make a study of those very questions 
as speedily and as thoroughly as possible. 
Surely no one imagines that Canada’s war 
effort will suffer in the least because a study 
of other questions is also undertaken. In this 
particular the government is doing whait it 
has sought to do all along, to look forward 
continually to the situations that are likely to 
arise in the future.

My hon. friend mentioned the visit .to Can­
ada of Their Majesties the King and Queen. 
He drew attention to the fact that the present 
speech from the throne does not contain any 
special reference to that visit. If my hon. 
friend had been in the house at the time he 
would have found in the speech from the 
throne at the opening of the session of 1939, 
in terms which I am sure he would be the first 
to appreciate, a reference to the intended visit 
of their majesties. These were the words :

The announcement that Their Majesty’s King 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth have graciously 
decided to visit Canada in the months of May 
and June has been received with rejoicing 
throughout the dominion. The honour of 
welcoming their king and queen, in person, on 
their own soil, is a privilege which will be 
shared with enthusiasm and pride by all His 
Majesty’s Canadian subjects. The visit will be 
the first paid by the reigning sovereign to any 
of his self-governing dominions. It will be the 
first time a British king and queen have been 
in North America. It is deeply gratifying that 
their majesties’ tour will embrace all the 
provinces of Canada.

Then follows a reference to ithe intended 
visit of their majesties to the United States. 
In the speech from the throne made at the 
conclusion of that session there was again a 
reference to the visit of their majesties, which 
placed on record one of the most memorable 
features of the entire visit, namely the meet­
ing of His Majesty the King with the mem­
bers of the two houses of parliament. It was 
in the following words :

In bringing to a close a session in which, for 
the first time, the king has been present in 
person in the parliament of Canada, I desire 
to express the gratification of my government 
at the universal and heartfelt rejoicing of a 
united people who are being honoured by the
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visit of their sovereign. ... It was a source 
of satisfaction to my government that his 
majesty was able to give the royal assent in 
person to the bill respecting the Canada- 
United States trade agreement.

In addition to these references to their 
majesties visit which appears in previous 
speeches from the throne there will be found 
repeated references in Hansard by myself and 
others to that memorable occasion. It is a 
pleasing coincidence that it was just a year 
ago this very weekend Their Majesties the 
King and Queen were in this capital city. If 
I recollect correctly, it was just a year ago 
to-night the members of both houses of 
parliament had the great honour of having 
the king and queen as their guests at a par­
liamentary dinner. I agree with my lion, 
friend when he says that the visit of the king 
and queen to Canada was one of the happiest 
events in the whole of our history, happy in 
the rejoicing it occasioned in all parts of 
the dominion and, above all, happy in that 
it served to reveal the affectionate regard in 
which their majesties are held by their Cana­
dian subjects and the loyalty of the Canadian 
people to the crown. Further, it helped to 
reveal the unity of the Canadian people under 
the crown.

My bon. friend has been good enough to 
speak in kindly terms of such part as I may 
have had in extending on behalf of the Cana­
dian people an invitation to their majesties 
to visit Canada. In doing that, I was but 
taking advantage of one of the high privileges 
which belongs to the responsible position I 
now hold and which I had been privileged 
to hold in some previous years. I believe it 
was in 1923 or 1926, when I was attending 
an imperial conference, that, through His 
Majesty King George V, I extended an invita­
tion to have the Duke and Duchess of York 
visit Canada at an early opportunity. I now 
recall that that invitation was extended shortly 
after the occasion of their marriage. On a 
later occasion while in England on other busi­
ness I repeated the invitation, and at the 
time of the coronation, when the responsibility 
was that of their majesties themselves, I 
pointed out how delighted the Canadian people 
would be should their majesties find it pos­
sible to visit our dominion. At that time I 
received from the king the assurance that the 
first opportunity their majesties might have 
to leave England on an extended tour would 
in all probability be given over to a visit to 
our country. When Lord Tweedsmuir subse­
quently went to England for a brief stay, 
His Excellency carried with him from the 
government a renewal of the invitation, the 
acceptance of which was definitely given for 
the following year. As I have stated pre-

[Mr. Mackenzie King.]

viously, no words of mine could begin to 
express all that the royal visit meant at the 
time or what it continues to mean at this 
time, when it is the desire of members of 
the British commonwealth of nations to show 
their united strength under the British crown.

My hon. friend has referred to the loss our 
country sustained in the passing of Lord 
Tweedsmuir. At different times I have pub­
licly expressed the sense of that loss, as I 
believe it was felt by all our people. I would 
add only this, that I believe no sovereign ever 
entrusted a great mission to a more faithful 
servant and that no prime minister ever had 
a more helpful counsellor or a truer friend 
than I had in the years it was my privilege 
to share with His Excellency in the affairs of 
the public life of our country.

May I add that with the leader of the 
opposition I am pleased to join in expressing 
the great pleasure it has given the people of 
Canada to know that Lord Athlone and the 
Princess Alice will shortly be in our midst. 
Their close relationship to the royal family 
will still further serve to keep fresh in our 
minds many memories which will always be 
cherished of the visit of the king and queen. 
With a knowledge of the part played by Lord 
Athlone in the years during which he was 
Governor General of South Africa I think 
we may regard ourselves as very fortunate 
that one who has so intimate a knowledge of 
constitutional matters and has had such a 
wide experience in public administration is 
to be the successor of our late Governor 
General.

My hon. friend has spoken about the gen­
eral election. I had intended at this time to 
omit altogether any reference to that subject. 
Anything I now have to say in that connec­
tion will be exceedingly brief, because I have 
no desire to revive past political contro­
versies. What I would like to say however 
is that, irrespective of party, we have reason 
to feel a definite pride in the strength of our 
democratic institutions when we reflect that 
in a time of war it was possible for Canada 
to carry through a general election, and in so 
doing to preserve inviolate the right of the 
people, within stated periods of time, to select 
anew their representatives in the parliament 
of the country. By many during the cam­
paign, and to some degree this afternoon by 
the leader of the opposition, I have been cen­
sured for having brought about the dissolution 
of parliament at the time it was done. I ask 
hon. members this question : In the light of 
what has since occurred, is there a single hon. 
member who does not feel that it is a very 
fortunate thing that at this time of concen­
trated warfare we have a new parliament, 
assembled here with an emphatic mandate
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from the country to carry on Canada’s war 
effort to the utmost of our might and power?

• Can any one imagine in what condition this 
country would be if wc had continued with 
the old parliament, a parliament which at the 
very opening of its last session, despite the 
existence of war, began its duties in a spirit 
of party controversy? What would have been 
the condition to-day if partisan discussion had 
been continued in parliament for months, and 
the election been longer delayed? Imagine 
the confusion wc would have if a general 
election were taking place at this time!

When I asked for dissolution I said it was 
the duty of a prime minister 'to take all cir­
cumstances into consideration and to have 
regard for what was likely to happen, as well 
as for all that had happened. I shall not 
repeat the immediate reasons which brought 
on the election, but I would remind hon. 
members that I said I thought it was advis­
able that the election should be over before 
concentrated warfare began in Europe. I said 
it would be advisable to have the election 
over before the great offensive which I be­
lieved would pretty certainly come in the 
Spring. I pointed out that our soldiers over­
seas should have the opportunity of casting 
their ballots if possible before going to the 
front, and that those in Canada should be 
permitted to vote before going overseas.

A prime minister at all times must shoulder 
heavy responsibility and that responsibility is 
particularly heavy in a time of war. He has 
a very special responsibility with respect to 
a dissolution of parliament. He has to advise 
as to what is most in the interests of the 
nation. If he fails so to do, he must bear the 
consequences of that failure. If I had the 
whole matter to do over again, in the light of 
what has since happened, I would, if anything, 
do it more readily than I did the last time. 
I know my hon. friends opposite were dis­
appointed. My hon. friend said that when 
he heard the radio announcement he felt he 
would like to have assassinated me. I have 
no doubt he felt that way, and I think there 
were a large number in his party who felt the 
same way. But I was not thinking of him 
or of the Conservative party at the time when 
I advised dissolution. I was thinking of what

was most in the interests of Canada at a time 
of war, and what the people of this country 
would expect. All circumstances considered, 
I think I have been pretty well justified in 
that action by the verdict which the people of 
Canada have given with respect to it.

My hon. friend has spoken about unem­
ployment insurance and has said that he thinks 
the time difficult for us to carry through such 
a measure at the present session. He said 
that we ought to know, or at least lie would 
like to inquire as to what would be the prob­
able response of the provinces with respect 
to this proposal. He mentioned that for 
many years wc have been seeking to get 
through an unemployment insurance measure, 
but maj' I remind my hon. friend that the 
present administration or rather a Liberal 
administration many years ago introduced an 
unemployment insurance act. It was a Liberal 
administration that put that act upon the 
statutes and it has been there ever since. It 
was a Liberal administration that increased 
the scope of the act as originally passed.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury) : That was 
the Old Age Pensions Act.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: The Old Age 
Pensions Act.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury). That is 
a horse of another colour.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING : We placed the 
Old Age Pensions Act upon the statutes. I beg 
my hon. friend’s pardon. What I had in mind 
was social legislation generally. The Old 
Age Pensions Act was the first step in meet­
ing the situation which arises from unemploy­
ment. Elderly people are the first to suffer 
lack of employment. What we as a party 
have been seeking ever since is authority to 
enact a federal measure which would make 
unemployment insurance applicable to the 
whole dominion. It has been felt, and rightly 
I think, that until we had reason to believe 
that the provinces generally were prepared to 
give that authority to this federal parliament, 
the government would not be right in pro­
ceeding with such a measure.

I am sure the members of the house will 
be pleased to know that the government has 
received the assurance of practically all the
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provinces that they will be prepared to support 
the administration in seeking an amendment 
to the British North America Act which will 
enable us forthwith to introduce an unemploy­
ment insurance act in this house. I am per­
haps expressing the matter in too technical 
terms when I say that they approve an amend­
ment to the British North America Act. What 
the provinces generally have approved is the 
enactment of the federal government of a 
national unemployment insurance scheme. This 
assurance has come from the provinces of 
Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Sask­
atchewan and British Columbia. I have a letter 
received this week from the Premier of 
Alberta, the only province whose name I have 
not mentioned. It expresses the view that the 
government of Alberta would like to have the 
report of the dominion-provincial relations 
commission or a copy of the bill itself before 
expressing a final opinion. However, there is 
not in Premier Aberlmrt’s letter any statement 
which would lead one to believe that if such 
a measure were introduced in this house, 
exception would be taken to it by the mem­
bers from that particular province.

May I say that the government feels that 
with the backing of all the provinces I have 
mentioned—the letters will be tabled later 
on—we are justified in taking this step at 
this time. We feel moreover that it is desir­
able to take the earliest possible opportunity 
to introduce the measure now that assurance 
has been given so generally by the provinces. 
A time of war, when there is much in the 
way of employment in heavy industry, offers 
perhaps the best of all opportunities to begin 
a measure of this kind. Contributions will 
come in more readily at such a time. Then, 
if unemployment comes, as it may once the 
war is over, there will be upon the statutes 
a law under which men will be able to obtain 
their allowances.

My lion, friend has spoken of the defence 
of Canada regulations and has said that lie 
hoped this would not be a case of merely 
sending the matter to a committee. He hoped 
that something more would be done in refer­
ence to the question than just putting it to 
one side. I think he said that the government 
ought to have a policy in connection with a 
matter of that kind. The policy, I may say, 
is already there, it is laid down in the regula­
tions. This afternoon the Minister of Justice 
explained what the policy was. I may add 
that during the course of the campaign the 
government was asked repeatedly to refer the 
defence of Canada regulations to a com­
mittee of parliament. An undertaking to that
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effect was given. I have answered many com­
munications which have been received com­
plaining of the regulations in some particulars 
with the assurance that if the present adminis­
tration were in office when parliament met we 
would see that the defence of Canada regula­
tions were referred to a committee of the 
house so that lion, members might have a 
chance of expressing their views and opinions 
with respect thereto and of making to the 
house such recommendations as they might 
deem advisable.

I see I have come to the part of the address 
of my lion, friend where he began to speak 
more particularly of ithe war effort of the 
government. Also I notice it is just six o’clock. 
If I have passed over other points which the 
leader of the opposition raised, I hope lie will 
forgive me for so doing. This evening after 
recess I tihall begin immediately to answer 
what I believe to be the questions which are 
of most concern not only to my lion, friend 
but to other lion, member^ of this house, and 
to the people of Canada, namely, what the 
government’s war effort has been, what it is 
at the present time, and what we intend it 
to be.

At six o’clock the house took recess.

After Recess
The house resumed at eight o’clock.
Mr. MACKENZIE KING: As I intimated 

this afternoon before adjournment, I intend 
to speak as briefly as possible on any matter 
other than that of Canada’s effort in the 
present war. This is no time in which to 
review at length the state of the world. 
Swiftly moving events of the gravest import­
ance to the future not only of this country 
but of the whole human family speak for 
themselves with compelling eloquence. No 
speech of mine could add aught to what 
already is all too well known. It is no time 
either for self-justification, or vilification, or 
for ancient controversies. I realize to the full, 
as other lion, members also realize, that the 
temper of the government, the house and the 
people and the crisis of the hour demand 
action and not argument; deeds and not 
words.

The character of the enemies of the human 
race against whom we and our allies are 
arrayed has been unmasked in all its barbarity 
and violence.

Within a period of eight months the tyrants 
of Germany have become the masters of 
Poland, Denmark, a great part of Norway, 
Holland, and the chief cities of Belgium. By
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weight of men and equipment they have 
brought devastation ito the weak and the 
unoffending. Within the last few days their 
armed forces have made a deep incursion on 
the soil of France, and the German Reich is 
now preparing new attacks upon Britain from 
the lands which nazi brutality has violated. 
Words of passion and indignation will effect 
nothing. Knowing what the enemy has been 
and is doing, we must consider what we are 
doing and what we can do to meet him.

My purpose, therefore, to-night is to review 
as concisely as possible what Canada has done 
and is doing, and to indicate what further 
action the government has taken or proposes 
to take to meet the danger which threatens 
our allies and ourselves.

Some of the measures which have been 
taken and will be taken cannot, for reasons 
which will be obvious, be divulged at all at 
this time. Some must necessarily remain but 
partially indicated. Within the limits imposed 
by military necessity there will be no secrecy.

The greatest crisis in the history of the 
British commonwealth is not the occasion 
for partisan congratulations or for partisan 
criticism. We are concerned not with the past 
butt with the present and the uncertain 
clouded future. The task which is ours is a 
task for all Canada, not for any section or 
group of Canadians. It needs and will need 
the utmost vigour and whole-hearted assist­
ance on the part of each and every one of us.

It has not been a simple matter for this 
country to move from an economy of peace 
to an economy of war, just as it has not been 
easy for the democracies of Europe who once 
hoped for peace, to make preparations against 
an autocracy that has consistently hoped for 
war and planned it.

The record of the war effort of this country 
and an outline of the plans which we have 
initiated and proposed to initiate will be 
unfolded. Vainglorious justification is as 
foreign to the spirit of this solemn hour, as is 
carping and hysterical criticism. All I ask is 
that, as this house surveys the government’s 
record and the government’s plans, the record 
and the plans be placed in their proper per­
spective and examined and assessed as a whole.

The world has greatly changed since 1914. 
Canada has changed with it. Our national 
status has changed. Our political responsi­
bility has changed. Our financial position 
has changed. Our industrial capacity has 
changed. The problems of local defence and 
overseas activity have been revolutionized 
by the new range, effectiveness and destruc­
tive power of aircraft, submarines, mechan­
ized weapons and military equipment. The 
machine of war more than ever dominates

the man at war. Military power can no 
longer be resolved in terms of the number of 
men enlisted.

The final result of all these factors of 
change, the rise of air power and the elimina­
tion of distance, cannot yet, of course, be 
accurately determined. They have remark­
ably increased the necessary emphasis upon 
home defence. They have made clearer than 
ever the tremendous importance of our eastern 
Atlantic ports for the convoying of military 
and other supplies to Britain and France.

They have been responsible for the great 
significance it has been necessary to attach 
to air development—not only in connection 
with our own Royal Canadian Air Force, but 
also in regard to the commonwealth air train­
ing plan, in which we have such a vital part 
and place.

When you examine the expenditures made, 
and learn the appropriations proposed, in con­
nection with the Royal Canadian Navy and 
the air force, you will be more than ever 
impressed by the differences between the 
waging of war in 1914 and the waging of war 
in 1940.

The world, perhaps, and Canada with it, 
has been slow to appreciate the extent and 
the meaning of these changes.

When we consider, also, the difference in the 
alignment of forces in this war, the possibili­
ties of the spread of conflict in all directions 
of the compass, and our national duties for 
defence and cooperation with our allies not 
only on our eastern shores but in the Pacific 
as well, you will have some idea of the man­
ner in which Canadian defence problems have 
been enlarged and intensified.

I shall proceed now, Mr. Speaker, to a 
brief review of what has been done and 
planned to date. I shall give the bare, plain 
facts in brief outline. Full details will be 
supplied by my colleagues as the session con­
tinues.

A country’s war effort, while by no means 
wholly dependent upon its financial capacity, 
is nevertheless definitely limited by and sub­
ject to financial considerations of which too 
full and careful an account cannot be taken. 
Appropriations for and expenditures on war 
account are at least one index of its nature and 
extent. I shall begin this review, therefore, 
with a brief financial statement and a men­
tion of some of the financial considerations of 
which the government has been obliged to 
take account.

First of all may I say that our financial 
situation is radically different from our situa­
tion in 1914. Then we were able to borrow 
money outside of Canada, both in the United
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Kingdom and in the United States. To-day 
we are prohibited by the neutrality legislation 
of the United States from access to their se­
curity markets. To-day not only are we 
unable to borrow in the United Kingdom, but 
one of the most important parts of our war 
effort has been, and will continue to be, our 
ability to repatriate our securities. It has been 
and will be our duty to provide Britain with 
a proportion of the dollar exchange she re­
quires in order that she may purchase certain 
essential agricultural and industrial supplies 
on this continent.

The actual money which has been paid out 
of the treasury on war account in the first 
eight months of the present war has been 
more than double the amount paid out in the 
first eight months of the last war. On the 19th 
of February, the Minister of Finance made 
public his estimate that, for the fiscal year of 
1940-41, we shall require for war expenditure 
alone, at least $500,000,000. The develop­
ments that are taking place and the addi­
tional activities and commitments which are 
proposed, and to which I shall refer in a few 
moments, have necessitated the revision of 
this estimate to at least $700,000,000.

In the happening of certain other events and 
in the making of further commitments, to 
which no reference can be made at the present 
time, the figure of $700,000,000 will be subject 
to a further revision upwards. In other 
words, our present estimate is that we shall be 
spending nearly two million dollars a day on 
Canada’s war effort in the present fiscal year. 
Let it be clearly understood that that repre­
sents war expenditure only. For all purposes 
—war expenditure, plus the ordinary expendi­
ture for the public services of Canada—the 
estimate will be over one billion dollars in 
the present fiscal year. I am just told by the 
Minister of Finance (Mr. Ralston) that the 
figure is not merely over one billion dollars, 
it is over 1100 million dollars. In other words, 
for all purposes, we shall be spending from now 
on an average of more than three million 
dollars a day. In the fiscal year of 1915-16, 
the total war expenditure on all accounts was 
$166,000,000.

The reasons for the increased costs brought 
upon us by the growing necessity of the situ­
ation I have already referred to. In the last 
war there was no Canadian air force, nor air 
training plan. In this year we estimate for 
naval expenditure alone more than $100,000,000. 
In the corresponding period of the last war, the 
estimate was $3,000,000. Our estimated naval 
expenditure in this first year, therefore, is 
over thirty times what it was in the similar
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period for the last war. The estimated naval 
expenditures for the present fiscal year are 
more than three times the total naval expendi­
ture for the whole of the last war.

The needs of modern war, also, have almost 
doubled the cost per man of maintaining a 
division in the field.

In connection with supply, the total con­
tracts let to the 15th day of May, amounted 
to $275,000,000. Of these amounts, $200,000,000 
have been placed on behalf of the government 
of Canada, and $75,000,000 on behalf of the 
allied governments. With the exception of 
amounts totalling about $50,000,000, all con­
tracts have been let in Canada.

Twenty shipyards are engaged in the pro­
duction of 90 vessels of war. Production is 
well in advance of the scheduled time. There 
are under construction 82 aerodromes, 175 
construction projects, including coastal forti­
fications, submarine defences and hangars. 
There are on order 9.000 motor vehicles, at a 
cost of $14,000,000, 3,000 of which have already 
been delivered overseas.

War munitions are being manufactured at 
a cost of $80,000,000.

One large explosive plant is under construc­
tion. A second is in the course of organization.

Industry is working at full speed to meet 
the future requirements of clothing, boots and 
personal equipment. The production of small 
arms munitions is being expanded as rapidly 
as equipment can be installed.

The Department of Munitions and Supply, 
with the assistance of the war-time prices 
and trade board, has taken every available 
step to protect sources of outside supply, and 
ensure against a shortage of raw materials. In 
addition to this, constant study is given to the 
possibilities of the increased use of Canadian 
materials in the production of supplies for our­
selves and our allies.

I now propose to give the house particulars 
of the present position in relation to the Cana­
dian navy, the Canadian active service force 
and the militia, the Royal Canadian Air 
Force and the air training plan. I do not 
need to remind the house that modern war­
fare demands extensive and intensive training, 
that modern military and naval equipment 
cannot be built in the space of a few weeks, 
however strong may be the manufacturing 
and industrial resources on which this con­
struction depends.

As at May 10, 1940, the personnel of the 
Royal Canadian Navy consisted of 952 
officers, 5,662 ratings. These numbers include 
125 Canadian officers and 100 ratings who are 
serving in the British navy. That personnel 
is being increased by recruitment, and will be
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increased as rapidly as ships come into service. 
There is a provision in the estimates for 
the current fiscal year for the increase in our 
navy personnel to a total of 1.450 officers and 
10.000 ratings by March 31, 1941. There will 
be, of course, a progressive increase from this 
time to that.

In addition to our 7 destroyers, we have in 
commission 15 minesweepers, 6 anti-submarine 
vessels, 15 fishermen’s reserve vessels, and 51 
other auxiliary vessels. The conversion of 3 
high speed merchant ships to light cruisers 
will be completed shortly. A number of other 
vessels have been acquired and are now being 
armed for patrol duty. There are under con­
struction 90 additional vessels, which include 
5-4 patrol vessels and 18 minesweepers.

The Royal Canadian Navy, apart from its 
patrol duties on our own coasts, is assisting 
actively in the coastal defence of Newfound­
land, and is cooperating with the British and 
French navies in the Caribbean area. It is 
also taking an active and important share in 
the convoy duty so essential if the military 
supplies and foodstuffs required by the allies 
arc to cross the ocean in security.

I have already referred to the estimate of 
over $100,000,000 for the Royal Canadian 
Navy in the current fiscal year.

I now give you the essential facts with 
reference to the Royal Canadian Air Force. 
The figures which I shall quote are separate 
and distinct from the developments and pro­
jects of the commonwealth air training plan.

As at May 10 of the year, we had 1,389 
officers, 10,926 airmen, or 12,315 of all ranks. 
Their disposition is divided between army co­
opérai ion, home defence, and the Royal Air 
Force contribution to the Canadian share of 
the instructional staff of the air training plan. 
In cooperation with the army, we have one 
squadron overseas ; we have a second squad­
ron completing its training in Canada. Pro­
visions have been made for the continuous 
training of reinforcements for both squadrons 
in our army cooperation school. For home 
defence, we have 9 squadrons in our present 
establishment, and will have 12 squadrons 
when our establishment is completed.

In the Canadian active service force, the 
personnel as at the 10th of May, 1940, was 
as follows: The first division is overseas, and 
its strength has been enlarged by the neces­
sary ancillary troops. The number of troops 
in the first division and its ancillaries is 
23,438. At Canadian military headquarters 
there arc 240 officers and men. The total of 
men overseas is therefore 23,678.

We have in training for overseas service a 
second division with its ancillary troops 
amounting to 24,645. We have under mobili­
zation other troops under the following head­
ings:

Depots and training centres............. 16,282
Troops engaged in coastal defence

and anti-aircraft work..................... 9,036
Troops engaged in guarding vul­

nerable points.................................... 1,665
Other troops in Canada...................... 6,223
The total personnel in the Canadian active 

service force as of May 10 is 81,519.
In addition to the active service force the 

non-permanent active militia has been organ­
ized into eleven territorial regiments for the 
purpose of providing reenforcements for the 
Canadian active service force units overseas. 
Apart from troops overseas and troops engaged 
in home defence our troops arc assisting in 
the defence of strategic areas in Newfound­
land. and further assignments of duties are 
contemplated in the Atlantic area.

In the three services there were as of 
May 10 more than 100.000 men on active 
service. In addition organization has been 
provided for the .reenforcement of the Can­
adian active service force and for the recruit­
ment as rapidly as ships can be put into 
commission of the personnel of the Royal 
Canadian Navy. Recruitment of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force is intimately associated 
with the British commonwealth air training 
plan to which I shall now refer.

The British commonwealth air training plan 
is not an exclusively Canadian undertaking. 
As the name implies, it is a joint plan in 
which the four governments, those of the 
United Kingdom, Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand, are all concerned. The plan origin­
ated with the British government. The pre­
liminary work on the scheme was done by the 
United Kingdom air ministry. Canada can­
not alter I he plan at her own exclusive discre­
tion, nor without regard for the essential 
factors of the adequate training of men to 
meet the demands of modern aerial waif are.

Neither the commonwealth air training plan 
nor any other air training plan can turn out 
trained pilots, observers and gunners immedi­
ately after its inception. The immediate 
.requirements of the United Kingdom air force 
were and still are being met by the training 
establishments in the United Kingdom, which 
were in full operation at the outbreak of war. 
The joint training plan was established for 
the purpose of maintaining the progressive 
supply of trained pilots and airmen, and 
increasing it steadily until the allied air force 
had attained decisive superiority over the 
enemy in the air. It was felt that the plan
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had to be orderly and free from confusion. 
It is worked out so that all stages of training 
are inter-related, and the training itself is on 
a progressively increasing scale. It is impos­
sible to make arbitrary changes in the plan 
without disrupting its efficiency, and without 
consultation with the other members of the 
commonwealth partnership on which it is 
based.

I can illustrate the magnitude of the plan 
in no better way than by giving the house a 
list of the number of establishments required 
for its full operation. They are:

4 training commands, situated respectively 
at Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg and 
Regina.

2 manning depots.
20 Royal Canadian Air Force recruiting 

centres.
3 initial training schools.

20 elementary flying training schools.
16 service flying training schools.
10 air observers’ schools.
10 bombing and gunnery schools.
2 air navigation schools.
4 wireless schools.
4 repair depots.
4 equipment depots.

There are also several other important units, 
such as a technical training school, an air 
armament school, a central flying school, and so 
forth. In other words, there will be a total 
of 110 separate formations and units in exist­
ence when the plan is operating at full capacity.

To illustrate the progress which has already 
been made, I should like to place on Hansard 
a list of the units which have so far been 
established. They are :

Training command headquarters, Toronto.
Air armament school, Trenton.
Central flying school, Trenton.
Air navigation school, Trenton.
Service flying training school, Camp Borden.
Equipment and accounting training school, St. 

Thomas.
Manning depot, Toronto.
Technical training school, St. Thomas.
Initial training school, Toronto.
Equipment depot, Ottawa, now being moved 

to Toronto.
Equipment depot. Winnipeg.
Wireless school, Montreal.
Training command headquarters, Montreal.
School of aeronautical engineering, Montreal.
Repair depot, Trenton.
School of administration, Trenton.
Training command headquarters, Winnipeg.
Manning depot, Brandon.
Aircraft inspectors’ school, Toronto.
Training command headquarters, Regina.
Twenty recruiting centres throughout the 

country.
New units are being established almost every 
week according to the program fixed in the 
plan itself.

It was estimated at the time the agreement 
was reached between the four governments 
that the total cost of the plan for the three
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years agreed upon would be about six hundred 
millions, of which the estimated Canadian 
share is three hundred and fifty millions.

Apart from pupils, about forty thousand 
officers, airmen and civilians will be employed 
when it is fully developed. Many thousands 
of pilots, air observers and air gunners will be 
trained each year on a progressively increasing 
scale.

I am aware that a growing feeling of im­
patience has become manifest in certain 
sections of the country with reference to 
what is believed to be the sLw progress made 
by the British commonwealth air training 
plan and the fact that its contribution is not 
one of immediate effectiveness at this critical 
hour. We recognize that these sentiments 
spring from a very natural desire to carry at 
this moment a greater share of the load which 
is being carried by the mother country and 
our allies across the seas. But we do believe 
that they are perhaps coloured by lack of 
understanding of the magnitude of this under­
taking, and particularly of the objectives which 
it is called upon to fulfil. If such a mis­
understanding exists it is probably duo to the 
fact that the public has not gained a full 
appreciation of the size of this project, the 
greatest individual effort which this dominion 
has ever made.

It seems to me important that I should 
recall to you that the British commonwealth 
air training plan, as I have mentioned, was 
based upon a request made to the govern­
ments of Canada, Australia and New Zealand, 
on September 26, by the government, of the 
United Kingdom. In other words, this plan 
was not that of Australia, New Zealand or 
Canada, but was one worked out in the United 
Kingdom, and was proposed by them to be 
carried out in Canada, to provide an ever- 
increasing flow of trained pilots, air observers 
and air gunners to supplement the supply of 
Royal Air Force personnel available for mann­
ing additional aircraft when these were ob­
tained through the expansit n of her aircraft 
and equipment program and her purchases of 
these from abroad. It is, I am sure, super­
fluous for me to say that the alternative, of 
sending a lesser number of airmen overseas 
at an earlier date, rather than greatly in­
creased numbers at a later date, was dis­
cussed by the governments concerned, but 
the United Kingdom government felt very de­
finitely that in view of her aircraft manufac­
turing schedules the present arrangements 
were those best calculated to serve her pur­
poses.

I might say to hon. members that I have in 
my hand at the moment a copy of the sum­
mary of the memorandum of agreement be-
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tween the governments of the United King­
dom, Canada, Australia and New Zealand, 
relating to the training of pilots and aircraft 
crews in Canada and their subsequent ser­
vice. One of the terms of the agreement as 
to costs and expenses is as follows:

The share of the cost of the scheme to be 
borne by the government of the United Kingdom 
will take the form of contributions in kind, 
to be delivered at such times and in such 
numbers as may be required for the efficient 
carrying out of the scheme.
I draw attention to that particular clause 
in the agreement because there seems to be 
the impression in Canada that under the agree­
ment this country was to supply the aircraft, 
engines and so on needed for the carrying 
out of the scheme.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury) : May I ask 
it that agreement has been made public?

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Yes, it was 
made public the night it was signed, Decem­
ber 17 ; or rather I have just been informed 
that a summary was made public.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury) : May I ask 
if it has been tabled? We do not seem to 
have it.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I recall the 
negotiations very clearly. This being an agree­
ment between the different governments, at the 
time it was thought inadvisable to have the 
agreement in full made public. The essential 
features were set forth in a summary, which 
was then published. In regard to tabling a 
copy of the agreement itself, I would need 
'to get the consent of the different govern­
ments concerned.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury) : I think 
that is quite all right, but I should like to 
see it if possible.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I will see that 
my lion, friend gets a copy, in any event, 
but before giving it to the public at large I 
would wish to get the consent to which I 
have referred. What I particularly desire to 
point out is that under the agreement the 
Canadian government undertook the adminis­
tration of the scheme; it undertook to make 
provision for all the buildings and the like. 
There was also an undertaking as to the actual 
cost in cash, the proportion to be paid by 
the different countries, Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand. By far the greatest proportion 
of that cost was assumed by Canada. Great 
Britain’s contribution—because this is a scheme 
which includes all four countries—did not take 
the form of money; it took the form I have 
just mentioned, a contribution in kind to be

delivered at such times and in such numbers 
as may be required for the efficient carrying 
out of the scheme.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury) : I suppose 
that would mean equipment?

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: It means air­
craft ; yes.

Following upon the events of recent weeks, 
only a few days ago we asked the United 
Kingdom government whether that govern­
ment would wish to see the schedules of the 
joint air training plan modified. The United 
Kingdom has stated in reply that at the 
present time the efficient prosecution of the 
war can best be achieved by adhering to the 
plans laid down for the air training scheme 
and by accelerating them to the utmost where 
practicable. After consultation with the British 
Air Mission it was agreed that the way to 
accelerate the plan w’ould be the adoption of 
measures to expedite the purchase and manu­
facture of equipment, the preparation of aero­
dromes, hangars and buildings in advance of 
the schedule requirements. In accordance with 
this view certain special powers to act on its 
own authority have been conferred on the 
Department of Munitions and Supply for this 
purpose. I think I am right in saying—and 
the Minister of Munitions and Supply (Mr. 
Howe) will correct me if I am not—that as far 
as the construction of buildings and the like 
under Canada’s obligation is concerned, already 
we are ahead of what the schedule requires. 
The minister assures me that I am correct.

The house will remember that the tech­
nical administration of the plan is com­
mitted to the Royal Canadian Air Force, 
and T cannot stress too strongly the admir­
able way in which Air Vice-Marshal Croil 
and his staff have carried out their heavy 
responsibilities. The government felt that 
it would be greatly aided in having the bene­
fit of men with experience in business organ­
ization to supervise the administration, under 
the minister. From early in the war we have 
had the advantage of the services of Colonel 
K. S. Maclachlan, a prominent business 
executive, acting as deputy minister for navy 
and air; and under Colonel Maclachlan’s 
regime the plan has proceeded at full pace 
in accordance with the program specified at 
its inception, which was in accordance with 
the timing as worked out by the United 
Kingdom air staff.

It was felt, however, as the plan developed, 
that in view of the great magnitude of the 
undertaking and of the many problems which 
it involved, a special deputy minister for 
air should be appointed whose chief responsi­
bility would be to further the execution of
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the British commonwealth air training plan, 
and that this work should he undertaken by 
one whose energies and powers of organiza­
tion were beyond question, who would con- 
con! rate his entire activities on the air side 
of our war effort. I was glad to be able to 
announce on April 11 that Mr. James S. 
Duncan, another outstanding business execu­
tive, had placed his time at the disposal of 
the government for a period. Since the day 
of his appointment Mr. Duncan has been 
applying himself to this momentous task with 
tireless energy and a realistic approach to its 
many problems. I believe that Mr. Duncan 
would be the first to say that he is receiving 
and has received the fullest cooperation of 
the government and of the officials of the 
departments concerned in the important work 
which he is doing; and I am glad to be 
able to announce that, in close cooperation 
with the Royal Canadian Air Force, the 
Minister of National Defence and the gov­
ernment as a whole, certain plans are in 
hand which, while respecting the United 
Kingdom’s desire to leave intact the British 
commonwealth air training plan will, within 
the limitations of the present situation, en­
visage the speeding up of Canada’s air con­
tribution to the allied cause.

In order that Canada’s contribution in 
this branch of our war effort may be made 
as complete and as expeditious as possible, 
the government has decided to ask parliament 
to make provision for the appointment of 
an additional minister of the crown to be 
known as Minister of National Defence for 
Air, who will give his undivided time and 
attention to air activities and in particular 
to a close supervision of the commonwealth 
air training plan.

Mr. HOMUTII: Why wait until now?
Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I will answer 

that question. The government’s final decision 
in this matter has awaited the return to 
Canada from the United Kingdom of the 
Minister of National Defence (Mr. Rogers), 
who has given the creation of a special 
ministry for air his full approval. I may 
say to my hon. friend that while the Min­
ister of National Defence was in England he 
engaged in interviews with the heads of the 
various branches of the department of 
defence, and naturally the government 
awaited his return before taking a step which 
would involve any part of the work of his 
own department.

Mr. HOMITTH : Is he getting some engines 
for the machines we already have?

[Mr. Mackenzie King.]

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: If my hon. 
friend is as interested in Canada’s war effort 
as a whole as I believe the rest of the house 
is, he will refrain from interrupting until I 
have completed what I have to say. I might 
just ask my hon, friend if his interruption was 
intended to be ia helpful one or to be an 
embarrassment.

Mr. HOMUTII : It was intended to be 
helpful.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Was it?
Mr. HOMUTII: Quite.
Mr. MACKENZIE KING : Then my hon. 

friend will be quite prepared, I am sure, to 
wait until later for an answer from the minister 
himself.

I do not propose to-day to refer to the 
organization of agriculture, the war-time prices 
and trade board and the large number of col­
lateral enterprises and committees which have 
been insiLuted by the government in its prep­
aration of the economy of Canada for the 
war needs of ourselves and our allies. Suffice 
it to say that the government’s record on the 
economic front is not less impressive than 
that on the military front, and not less import­
ant. At the moment it is primarily as to the 
military effort that the country desires to be 
informed.

The dynamic forces which have changed the 
war situation in Europe within recent days; 
the unprecedented threat to the allied powers 
and ourselves, must be met at once by im­
mediate action. Production must be acceler­
ated to its limit. Training must be intensified. 
But however imperative the need, once we 
have determined—«as we have—to meet actual 
and threatened events to the utmost of our 
strength and capacity, we must see to it that 
what is done shall be efficient, persistent and 
designed to guarantee that action which we 
believe will contribute most to the defence and 
triumph of the allied cause. The government 
proposes that there shall be devoted to- the 
Department of Munitions and Supply the sole, 
exclusive and full-time services of a minister 
of the crown. His responsibility will be to 
correlate production activities, and to speed up 
in every manner possible the output of essen­
tial military and other material. For this 
purpose there will be conferred upon the 
Department of Munitions and Supply certain 
special powers which would not be accorded 
in normal times, to enable it to expedite the 
provision of equipment of materials of war 
for the armed forces.

Hon. members will notice that in develop­
ing Canada’s war effort the government has 
proceeded step by step. With respect to the
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Department of Munitions and Supply it will 
be recalled that that department took over 
the work of the war supply board. The war 
supply board, in turn, had taken over what 
was formerly the defence purchasing board 
which had been formed before the war com­
menced. The development has been from the 
purchasing board to the war supply board, 
and then came the provision for a Department 
of Munitions and Supply. As hon. members 
know, since it was brought into being by 
proclamation, the department has been in 
charge of the Minister of Transport (Mr. 
Howe). The Minister of Transport has not 
only ;i full knowledge of the transportation 
.problems in the economy of this country, but 
from the beginning had exercised supervision 
over the work of the war supply board. The 
minister and the government felt that there 
would be an advantage for a time at least in 
having (he two departments administered by 
the one minister, in view of the correlation 
of their activities. He has since said, and we 
agree with him, that the time has now come 
when the time of one minister should be given 
exclusively to the work of a Department of 
Munitions and Supply. In this connection may 
I pause for a moment to say how exceptionally 
fortunate the government regards itself in 
being able to secure the most valuable services 
of Mr. Wallace Campbell of Windsor, who 
devoted his time and energy, to the utmost 
of his strength and ability, to the work of the 
war supply board during the time he was at 
its head. Mr. Campbell has generously under­
taken to continue an association, in an ad­
visory capacity, in connection with war supplies 
and the Department of Munitions and Supply 
is taking advantage of his expert knowledge 
to gain such counsel and advice from him as is 
further needed at the present time.

The government has reiterated to the gov­
ernment of the United Kingdom its confidence 
in the productive capacity of Canadian plants 
as an alternative source of supply, relatively 
free from the danger of any enemy action. 
Canadian manufacturers have expressed their 
readiness to undertake to the limit of their 
capacity the production of all such supplies 
as can be manufactured in this country. The 
government has undertaken to assist in the 
organization of the fullest use of the resources 
of Canadian industry, as and when the British 
government indicates its wishes.

This afternoon my hon. friend referred to 
the fact that some productive plants were not 
working at the present time at full capacity. 
He seemed to feel that there had been some 
lag in the placing of orders. My hon. friend, 
and I assume other hon. members in the 
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house, will understand that orders arc being 
placed by Canada for requirements needed 
by Canada itself, and that orders come from 
(he United Kingdom for supplies desired by 
the United Kingdom. United Kingdom sup­
plies are ordered not from Canada alone but 
from all parts of the world, and the placing 
of orders in Canada by the British Govern­
ment lias been a matter which has required 
very careful consideration on -their part. No 
doubt there are many orders which some 
interested parties in Canada would like to 
have seen placed prior to this time; but in 
these matters, as in all else, the situation 
has been governed by what has been considered 
possible and advisable on the part of the 
government of the United Kingdom.

To turn to another phase of the matter, the 
government has taken all possible steps to 
prevent sabotage and subversive activity, by 
propaganda or otherwise, against the allied 
cause. Our ellicient Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police and other branches of the government 
concerned arc fully aware of the situation, and 
have taken action wherever warranted. I 
wish, however, in this connection, to make 
two appeals. I appeal to all citizens of foreign 
extraction to remember that they are living 
in a land which is fighting to maintain the 
freedom which they now enjoy, and the pos­
sibilities of international goodwill which 
enabled them to settle in our midst. I appeal, 
also, to all members of the public to refrain 
from persecution and panic action against 
harmless and law-abiding people who share 
our life and in most instances our common 
citizenship.

In view of the critical turn of events in 
Europe within the last few days, and in the 
light of information obtained by flic Minister 
of National Defence on hi- recent visit (o 
England, the government has decided to take 
the following additional measures to strengthen 
our armed forces, and to enlarge our con­
tribution to the allied cause. These decisions, 
and those which I have already mentioned, 
arc being translated into action. They are all 
in addition to the work which has been done 
and planned in the military, naval and air 
spheres of action, and on the economic front.

We have decided to advance the date of 
the dispatch overseas of the second division 
of the Canadian active service force.

We have decided to advance the date of 
(he dispatch of such further reinforcements 
of the first division as have not already pro­
ceeded overseas.

We have decided to push forward the 
recruiting of reinforcements for the second 
division of the Canadian active service force, 
which will follow that division overseas at 
the earliest possible date.
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There will be formed a Canadian corps in 
the field in accordance with arrangements 
which have been discussed with the British 
War Office.

Besides the two divisions and their ancillary 
units, the corps will include the necessary 
additional corps troops and will involve the 
dispatch overseas of several thousand men 
beyond those which I have already mentioned.

We shall undertake the raising of a third 
division, to be available for such service as 
may be required in Canada or overseas.

We have assigned, at the request of the 
United Kingdom government, certain naval 
and military formations to active duty in the 
Caribbean and North Atlantic areas.

There will be dispatched overseas, as soon 
as possible, No. 112 army cooperation squad­
ron Jo act as a reserve for No. 110 cooperation 
squadron now overseas.

As already mentioned, we shall adopt every 
feasible method of accelerating the output of 
pilots and air crews from Canada for service 
in the field, at the earliest possible date.

Steps have been taken in order to advance 
beyond the agreed and predetermined schedule 
the preparation of aerodromes and hangars, 
and the like.

Mr. Speaker, this reviews in brief some of 
the details of the action the government haa 
taken to meet the critical needs of the hour. 
The national interest prevents my disclosing 
some further details in connection with these 
items or from referring to other developments 
the government has already begun.

May I pause here for a moment to say to 
lion, members that I am sure the review I 
have already made will be sufficient to indi­
cate the force of what I am about to say. 
With a world situation such as our own and 
other countries must face to-day, it is neces­
sary for the government to take account not 
only of the happenings of the immediate 
moment but of possible happenings during 
the period through which this war may run. 
The situation is vastly different from what 
it has been heretofore. As I said in my 
remarks at the outset, during the last war 
we had Japan as an ally, we had Russia as 
an ally, we had Italy as an ally and we had 
practically no problem on the Pacific coast. 
For some considerable time the United States 
also was an active ally and. as I have said, 
there was no problem to be considered in 
connection with the Pacific ocean.

In connection with the Atlantic coast there 
was very little to be considered. At that 
time llu' British navy undertook the pro­
tection of our Atlantic coast and we were 
actually being protected by the British navy

I Mr. Mackenzie King.]

in our immediate coastal waters. Our navy 
was a tiny affair, I believe of two ships, the 
Rainbow and the Niobc. These ships were 
taken over by the British navy and became 
part of that navy, In this war our navy 
is a unit which is serving actively on the 
Atlantic coast and it is rendering most 
valuable assistance to the British navy itself.

We know the developments in the war up 
to date, but we do not know what they are 
going to be to-morrow. We do not know 
what they are going to he a week or a 
month or a year hence. We have, therefore, 
to consider not only what we can do in the 
way of cooperation overseas but also the 
possible happenings with respect to Canada 
itself. This is one of the things that I hope 
hon. members will keep in mind. We have 
to see around all the sides of this situation 
and view it in relation not only to the 
Canada that we knew in the last war but to 
the Canada that is a nation to-day.

One hardly dares to suggest the thought, 
but should our enemy triumph in this par­
ticular struggle it is not France, it is not 
England, it is not Holland, it is not Belgium, 
it is not Norway, it is not Poland and it 
is not Czechoslovakia that they would seek 
as a prize of war; what the enemy arc look­
ing for is great new areas of development. 
That is what underlies this struggle for world 
domination and we cannot afford to ignore at 
this time every conceivable possibility with 
relation to each part of the British common­
wealth of nations.

The urgent appropriations with which this 
house will be called upon to deal, the various 
measures to be introduced by the government, 
many of which are on the order paper, will 
command the earnest attention of each one of 
us. I appeal to all members to avoid time- 
wasting procedure and to purge the order 
paper of items which cannot by any stretch 
of the imagination he considered a contribu­
tion to the solution of our problems. Above 
all, I know I shall not ask in vain that the 
time of hard pressed ministers of the crown 
and of hard working civil servants should not 
be diverted from their many tasks to deal with 
matters which are not essential.

It is the opinion of the government that the 
circumstances of the hour require that the 
urgent matter of the prosecution of the war 
and of Canada’s part therein calls for the 
most immediate and thorough discussion. We 
do not desire to remove and do not propose 
to curtail unduly any of the privileges of hon. 
members, but the government believes that 
in the present emergency government busi­
ness should have the right of way over the
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debate on the address. It is therefore sug­
gested that the debate on the address be 
shortenend by arrangement between the 
whips. If such an arrangement is not found 
to bo possible, I may propose that the debate

* be adjourned.
«. In making statements of that kind I shall

have to ask lion, members to realize that they 
are not made with any view of enabling the 
government to avoid criticism or to take 
away from any hon. member a privilege which 
should be his, but rather because something 
is known of how exceedingly grave the situa­
tion is at this very time. I believe that all 
hon. members will feel as 1 do, that the more 
quickly we can begin consideration of the 
bill of the Minister of Finance (Mr. Ralston) 
which has to do with war appropriations, and 
which measure will enable the fullest discus­
sion of everything pertaining to the war and 
the war effort of Canada, the better it will 
be in all respeqts and the more action of that 
kind will be approved by the country. So 
I am going to suggest that a step of that 
kind be taken and I hope that the house will 
give its approval.

As I have said, it appears to my colleagues 
and myself that all matters pertaining to the 
war can be more appropriately discussed dur­
ing the consideration of the resolution pro-

8 viding the moneys required to support Can-
B ada’s war effort. This resolution is already

on the order paper and might, if the house 
wore agreeable, be proceeded with to-morrow 
or on Wednesday. In view of the crisis, how­
ever, the government will be obliged to pro­
ceed with the war appropriations not later 
than Wednesday, and will take such steps to 
that end as may be necessaiy under the rules. 
I propose to discuss procedure with my hon. 
friend opposite and with other hon. gentlemen 
who are leading groups in this house. The 
procedure which I believe to be best designed 
to meet the dominant needs of the critical 
situation is as follows.

There should be a general debate on the 
resolution. We can then refer the appropria­
tion bill to a committee or committees of 
the House of Commons in order that there 
may be disclosed to the members of those 
committees information which would not prob­
ably be in the public interest to place on 
the pages of Hansard or to broadcast in debate 
to the House of Commons. I propose to 
ascertain the views of the leaders of the house

* with respect to these committees. It may be
^ that a separate committee surveying the work

of each of the fighting services would be 
preferable to one dealing with defence matters 
generally. It is I am sure unnecessary for 
me to advance the hope and the desire, for

I am sure that hon. members share both, that 
the personnel of these committees be selected 
with the utmost care.

I should like to emphasize that the setting 
up of these committees will not preclude in 
any way any member from debating any sub­
ject to which lie may desire to call the atten­
tion of the house and the country, and I give 
my assurance to hon. members that the con­
stitution of such committees will not be used 
as a pretext for concealing any information 
which it is in the public interest to disclose. 
While officers of the department and of the 
service will attend the committees when re­
quired, it would be a great disservice to the 
country at this time if members were to keep 
officers from their regular important public 
duties unless it is absolutely necessary.

I have sought to pass in brief review the 
main facts in connection with the war effort 
of this country. Everything that we have done 
has been done with the full approval of our 
allies and after complete consultation with 
them. We have done, and planned to do, the 
things which they have deemed most essential 
to the triumph of their cause and ours. I 
have told you what can now be told of the 
prompt and additional measures we have 
already taken lo assist the cause to which we 
have pledged our honour. As circumstances 
permit, more will be disclosed.

I need scarcely say that hysteria and panic 
will add nothing but confusion to the per­
formance of a task that is long and difficult. 
Munitions and implements of war cannot be 
forged overnight. The duration and intensity 
of war have alike to be taken into account. 
Similarly, the sailors, soldiers and airmen re­
quired to meet fresh situations as they arise 
in all quarters of the globe cannot all be 
trained at once. No one is more conscious 
than my colleagues and I of the necessity of 
vigour of action, patience of heart, and stead­
fastness of soul. We have acted and shall con­
tinue to act to the limit of our wisdom and 
knowledge and power.

I know that the government can rely upon 
the support of all sides of this house as long 
as it does all that is humanly possible to 
carry out its duty to the people of Canada. 
To assist us we shall need and, I believe, 
we shall receive the unwavering resolution 
and the full cooperation of every true man 
and woman in this country. If this war is 
lost, and tyranny triumphs, our world with 
its gift of freedom, and its promise of 
happiness for all men and women, will be 
lost in utter darkness. No sacrifice is too 
great to prevent that calamity.

The gallant youth of this country will 
soon be marching through the fires which
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have been devouring nations as well as armies 
overseas. They will be true to the imperish­
able traditions of their fathers. Everything 
that we can do, every help that we can give, 
every contribution that we can make, every
comfort, great or small, that we must
surrender, is as a grain of sand compared with 
the treasure which they offer on the altar of 
humanity.

Those of us who have heard the calm,
brave words of Prime Minister Churchill and 
Prime Minister Renaud do not doubt that 
the two great races from which this land
derives its sinew and its strength will keep 
the torn flag flying on the battlements of 
freedom. They have faced, and we have 
faced with them, perils almost as great, 
situations almost as grave, in the days that 
have gone. We, and they, have remained 
unshaken and triumphant. It is my faith 
that we shall remain unshaken and triumphant 
again. The end of the war will find the 
people of Canada, where the beginning of the 
war found us: standing, united at the side of 
Britain and of France.

Mr. Speaker, I should like, if I might be 
permitted, before the house adjourns this 
evening, to read a message which I sent this 
morning to the Prime Minister of Great 
Britain with reference to the speech which he 
made last evening, and I shall give that to 
the house at the conclusion of these pro­
ceedings.

Mr. Speaker, in rising to participate in
first debate of a new and what may 
fateful parliament, I do so with considerable 
regret that the lion, member for W 
North Centre (Mr. Woodsworth), om/Ieadcr, 
is unable to speak for the group vJrn which 
we arc associated. I know that hojr members 
on all sides of the house sincenm' hope that 
he will be restored to health j^a short time.

We wish to congratulate yÆ\, Mr. Speaker, 
upon your election to tho^ngh and ancient 
office which we arc sure jÆu will occupy with 
that dignity and imparjjFIily which we appre­
ciated in your predc

To the mover aml^ic seconder of the resolu­
tion we extend oujJFongratulations, particularly 
to the lion. nÆnber for Lotbinicre (Mr. 
Lapointe), wl^c distinguished father must 
have been lWoud of his son’s maiden speech 
in this Ilyto of Commons.

We aijfmeeting to-day under the shadow 
of a gijdft crisis. I want to say at once to the 
Primo/Minister (Mr. Mackenzie King) that 
we^ this group arc prepared to facilitate in 

Ty particular the business of this house.

loperabivc Commonwealth Federation is 
fcentially a peace party. We hale war with 

issionate hatred because all history teaches 
usvkhat, in the words of the Prime Minister 
spolen in this house in March of last year, 
war «1(1 ties nothing. We know that the men 
who Bleed and die will leave behind them only 
mou »vs who, when the conflict ceases, will 
pay f<m the struggle in tears and in treasure. 
BecausWof this, when we believed there was 
yet timm we advocated national and inter­
national policies which we are convinced would 
have prorated peace and prevented war.

We watwed with growing misgivings the 
march of «seisin and the rising menace of 
lh-' nazi nmvement in Germany. We said 
that those \\m> were encouraging these move­
ments would wing mankind to the very brink 
of disaster. XcErly three years ago Mr. Heaps, 
then Coopérai«e Commonwealth Federation 
member for Wobiipeg North,, moved in this 
house a résoluLiei asking our government to 
approach the Prmdent of the United States 
with a suggestion nhat he consider the advisa­
bility of calling % world conference in an 
endeavour to secuima peaceful settlement of 
international disputed Subsequently, when the 
sky darkened still lie re, we urged our own 
government to initiiro the calling of the 
League of Nations %sombly to stop the
threatened crisis. Whenc 
we tried to focus 
national situation and 
Canada. We have mac

ir opportunities arose, 
ilion on the inter- 

growing danger to 
mistakes, as any

body of people dealing winE difficult situations 
are bound to do; but weWiave always held 
that freedom is the founda^pn of life and of 
human happiness.

We have watched the suppression of freedom 
in other countries. One by on and often to­
gether, freedom of thought» freedom of 
association, freedom of religioS freedom of 
speech have disappeared as dictrorships have 
become more powerful. We «eaded war 
because we knew that when ilcame our 
basic freedom would be endangeœd in. our 
own dominion. Nor were we wrong in that 
assumption, for the defence of Canaan regula­
tions have in our opinion gone bemmd the 
point warranted by an outbreak of nr. We 
readily admit that when a nation ismt war, 
actions against the safety of the statSLmust 
be prevented or punished as the case mw be, 
but we insist that every man shall hav% the 
right to plead guilty or not guilty 1 
competent authority in open court. Ui 
section 21 of the defence regulations if 
possible for this basic right of British eitizd

[Mr. Mackenzie King.]



* * *

11 : i \ i I

Jvli:. xvl. «1. kvUliiJ VV ilt-Ll-. ■ V XtAJ't : vUV.

Mini i*T ( Mr. M •!:< n 1 = >
his u;mvip ai V"r :l t;o hn-niinli in 
Kiri iovilav llii’ hlisiui - - ol this Inin -''.

kti-4'im iaiaair puni»'!? ui VretH iinibin and
Mr. M v i. : . •' Kinjr. 1

1'L

Hi I ID III lie M

REPEAT 
REPETITION



MG 26 J 5 W.L. MACKENZIE KING 111

Vol File/Dossier Subject/Sujet Dates Pages

63 Canada's War Effort. Speeches in
Parliament

20 May 1940 D 38225 - D 38241

63 Fall of Paris - Radio Broadcast June 1940 D 38242 - D 38247

63 Progress of War, Aid to British, Statement in 
Parliament

4 June 1940 D 38248 - D 38249

63 Radio Broadcast on War Events 7 June 1940 D 38250 - D 38391

63 Declaration of War on Italy. Speeches in 
Parliament

10 June 1940 D 38392 - D 38395

63 Radio Broadcast re: Italy 10 June 1940 D 38396 - D 38407

63 Address to Earl of Athlone, Ottawa.
Speeches outside Parliament

13 May 1940 D 38408 - D 38424

63 France's Peace Appeal. Speeches in 
Parliament

17 June 1940 D 38425 - D 38427

63 War Plans. Speeches in Parliament 18 June 1940 D 38428 - D 38443

63 Message to Quebec. Speeches outside 
Parliament

24 June 1940 D 38444 - D 38445

ReehBobine





JWP/MP

First Draft: Broadcast

I speak to you tonight in a dark hour for freedom, 
and civilization. Though the clouds are black, we must 
not despair. Today Paris, the heart of France has fallen 
to the enemy. But as the Premier of France said yesterday, 
"the soul of France is not conquered". It will never 
be conquered. The spirit of France will live on. It 
will animate the allied forces. For France, as Monsieur 
Reynaud said, "the day of resurrection will come. "

Nowhere is the agony of France felt more keenly 
than in Canada. Nowhere will the response to her suffering 
be more immediate or more complete. In her hour of 
greatest need, her Premier could yet utter words of hope.

"Despite our reverses", he said, "the power of 
the democracies remains immense. We have the right to 
hope that the day is approaching when all that power will 
be thrown into the scale. That is why we maintain hope 
in our hearts. That is why, too, we have determined that 
France shall keep a free Government ; and for that reason 
we have left Paris."
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The battle of France has been a miracle of human 
endurance. It has been a battle of men against machines ; 
a struggle of humanity against inhumanity. The battle 
has been lost ; but the cause of inhumanity has not 
triumphed. Humanity cannot fail.

The determination and courage of the French 
resistance has never been surpassed. Our determination 
and our courage must equal theirs. Our faith must never 
waver; our strength must be gathered swiftly and steadily*

The grim resolve of France to fight on whether 
or not her territory is overrun; the decision to maintain 
a French government free from the Nazi grasp; the 
readiness, if need be, to direct resistance from across 
the seas is but another evidence of the solidarity and 
unity of purpose of our British and French motherlands.
It is an echo of the words of Mr. Churchill to which I 
referred a week ago. It is yet another call to Canada 
to accept greater and higher responsibility. I declared, 
in your name, what was in every Canadian heart, that this 
nation will proudly accept its new responsibility.



The reverses to the Allied amries have served 

but to increase our resolve to hold the bridge between the 

old world and the new. Over that bridge everybday and 

every month will pass an increasing flow of the machines 

and munitions of war. The reserves of democracy are almost 

inexhaustible; the reserves of tyranny are being rapidly 

exhausted. We cannot doubt that, in the end, if we work 

hard and mobilize our reserves, the forces of democracy 

will far surpass the forces of tyranny.
We shall nedd all our material resources, but, 

even more, we shall need all our moral resources. The 

agony of France, the peril of Britain, the foul treachery 

of Italy, the evil might of Germany, will not dispirit 

us; they will be rather the stem call of duty, the grim 

challenge to redoubled effort.
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More than ever to-day we need stout hearts and, 
above all, cool heads. The tragic events must be kept in 
perspective. The gains of Germany in two short months have 
been immense and spectacular: there is a grave danger that 
we may come to regard the Nazi power as invincible. The 
Nazis are not invincible: they will be overcome. Their 
losses have already been terrific. In the battle of France 
deep and long lasting injury has been inflicted upon the 
enemy. With every day that has passed the striking power of 
the Nazis has weakened; their staying power has been weakened 
even more.

All Canada echoes the brave words of Britain’s 
message to France. Let me repeat those significant wor^s:

v7/e shall never turn from the conflict until.....
civilization is free from the nightmare of Naziism, That 
this day will dawn we are more sure than ever. It may dawn 
sooner than v/e now have the right to expect.”

However long the night, however late the dawn, 
there can be no permanent black-out of freedom.



From THE PRIME MINISTER 

TO

Mr. Gibson

Pis. keep as stock answer 

for that kind of thing.

Pis. let Mr. Pickersgill 

know, done jag

iv/vyf 4o



CHURCHILL, Ht. Hon. Winston

Except from statement in the House of Commons, London, June 25, 1940.

Ottawa Morning Jour zb 1 
June 26, 1940

Such are the salient points in 
this lamentable but memorable 
episode. The House will not ex­
pect me to say anything about the 
future. The situation at the pres­
ent time Ts 'so uncertain and ob­
scure that it would be contrary 
to the public interest for me to 
attempt to pronounce upon it.

But I may well have more to 
say in further statements next 
week. In the meantime the House 
will continue to extend full con­
fidence to His Majesty’s govern­
ment and will believe that neither 
patience nor resolution will be 
lacking in the measures-they may 
take for the safety of the coun- ] 
try. (Loud cheers).
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KING REVEALS NEW AID TO BRITAIN
Ottawa, June 4—(P—Following 

is the text oj the statement made 
by Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King in the Commons today on 
the war:

During recent weeks the world 
has witnessed lightning war in 
all its fury and frightfulness. It is 
difficult to believe it was only 25 
days ago that Holland and Bel­
gium were invaded. We vividly 
recall the immediate heroic re­
sistance of these two nations to 
the terrific onslaught of the Ger­
mans. We know how magnificent­
ly Britain and France responded 
to their appeal for aid. We have 
seen the German forces employ­
ing the full might of concentrat­
ed warfare and with incredible 
losses to their own manpower and 
equipment crush Holland and Bel­
gium and invade a portion of 
France.

The unexpected rapidity with 
which Nazi Germany wrought her 
work of destruction was due to 
the most carefully prepared plans 
for invasion, to sudden action at 
an hour of her own choosing and 
to the volume and power of her 
armaments. It was due as well to 
inability to co-ordinate in advance 
on adequate plans of defence with 
the neutral countries, because of 
the over-scrupulous and exces­
sive care with which they sought 
to safeguard their neutrality.

We would perhaps do well to 
keep in mind that in addition to 
all this the quick success of the 
invasion was due less to the un­
foreseen suddenness of the attack 
itself than to wholly unexpected 
incidents in meeting the situation.

The all but incredible means 
w hereby the enemy effected a 
breach in the Allied lines was 
announced to the world by Pre­
mier Rcynaud, of France, on May 
21. Its consequences were being 
met by the most determined re­
sistance when, on May 28, to the 
consternation of the forces in the 
field, and equally to the people of 
Belgium themselves, the King of 
the Belgians capitulated, and 
obliged his troops to lay down 
their arms. The already vulner­
able position of the Allied armies 
was thereby rendered even more 
perilous.

SITUATION DESPERATE.
Seldom if ever, and certainly 

never in modern times, has a mili­
tary force been so beset by its 
enemies. Open to long sustained 
mass attack from three sides, and 
from above, with the enemy em­
ploying in fiendish fashion the 
most powerful weapons of modern 
mechanized warfare, the situation 
for a day or two appeared more 
desperate than any with which 
either Britain or France had, at 
any time, been faced.

The restoration of the morale of 
forces thus threatened with anni­
hilation, and the evacuation of 
the armies thus entrapped and 
surrounded has been the out­
standing feature of the past week. 
We now have before us the full 
account of how these results have 
been achieved. The story is one 
of the great epics of history.

If there v as cause for grave 
alarm in the rapidity and rapac­
ity with which the Nazi forces 
made the headway they did, there 

j is. in what has been subsequently 
| witnessed of the combined actions 
of the Allied armies, navies and 
air forces, even greater cause for 
belief in the ultimate victory of 
the Allied arms.

If there is one thing above an­
other which the Battle of Flan­
ders has demonstrated, it is that 
in what the Allied powers have 
displayed of effective co-opera­
tion, initiative and resource, val­
or and tenacity, in these most 
critical of all days, we have 
grounds for believing that, as

time goes on. they will be found 
more than equal to any act of cir­
cumstances and conditions that 
may hereafter arise.

During the period of time to 
which I have been referring, it is 
obvious that for military reasons 
it was not possible for the Gov­
ernment to make any statement 
with respect to the disposition of 
Canadian military, naval and air 
forces brought about as a means 
of affording more effective co­
operation with those of the Allied 
forces overseas.

: CANADIANS READY TO GO.
I am now in position to make a 

statement, which of necessity 
must be general in its terms, but 
which will, I am sure, be wel­
comed by this House and by our 
country as evidencing the care­
fully planned co-operation there 
has been, at every stage, between 
the Canadian and Allied Govern­
ments.

First of all a word with regard 
to the Canadian troops overseas. 
The Minister of National Defence 
(Hon. Norman Rogers) has al­
ready given to Parliament a 
statement with respect to the use 
it was intended to make of the 
Canadian troops in Norway, of 
their being in readiness for em­
barkation from Scotland, and of 
the circumstances which occa­
sioned a change in the original 
plan. One reason for the change 
of plans has since become appar­
ent in what has taken place on 
the Continent.

Since the invasion of Holland 
and Belgium, on more than one 
occasion our Canadian troops 
have been at embarkation ports, 
under orders to join the British 
Expeditionary Force and the

i French armies in their desperate 
struggle in northern France and 
Belgium. On the most recent oc­
casion General McNaughton 
i Major-General A. G. L. Mc­
Naughton. General Officer Com­
manding the First Division), ac­
companied by selected officers of 
his staff, carried out a personal 
reconnaissance of the battle area, 
and on his return rendered a most 
valuable report to the chief of 
the Imperial General Staff and 
to the War Cabinet. That the 
Canadians were not dispatched 
was due entirely to the conclu­
sion reached by the chiefs of 
staff.

As the possibility of the inva­
sion of the United Kingdom itself 
has- become more apparent, Can­
adian military forces in England 
are being employed in the way 
in which it is believed will best 
serve in the defence of England's 
shores, or in the reconstitution of 
a fresh field force in France. The 
invasion of Holland. Belgium and 
France and the possible invasion 
of the United Kingdom has neces­
sitated other means and methods 
for co-operation between our own 
and the British military forces. 
To mention only one by way of 
example:

TROOPS IN WEST INDIES.
We were asked by the British 

Government if we could arrange 
to have some of our troops sent 
to the West Indies area in order 
to free for service elsewhere some 
of the British regular forces sta­
tioned in that area. The request 
was immediately met. A contin­
gent of Canadian troops was sent 
to the West Indie.;, convoyed part 
of the way by the Royal Canadian 
Navy. This Canadian contingent 
is now on active service there. Of 
other dispositions requested and 
being met, I am not free to speak 
at present.

The House has already been in­
formed of the assistance given in 
the present emergency by the 
Royal Canadian Air Force to the 
Royal Air Force in Britain,

through the despatch and safe 
arrival of the advance party of 
a second army co-operation 
squadron. In order to speed up 
the supply of air personnel for 
active service, arrangements are 
in hand to dispatch overseas a 
fighter squadron, equipped with 
aircraft. A number of pilots re- 

I vcntly graduated from Camp 
' Borden, who were intended as in- 
I slvuctors for the training plan, are 
; also proceeding overseas.

To help meet the urgent re­
quirement of planes, the Govern­
ment made available to the Royal 
Air Force part of the equipment 
which was in «se, or on order, for 
our own air force, or in connec­
tion with the British Common­
wealth Air Training Plan.

This equipment included fighter 
planes now being used for home 
defence. Further fighters being 
manufactured in Canada for the 
Canadian Government were di­
verted to the use of the United 
Kingdom Government, also cer­
tain engines immediately avail­
able for dispatch overseas, and,

! as well, some Blenheim bombers 
which were in England ready to 
be shipped to Canada, and addi­
tional bombers which were on 
the sea en route to Canada, and 
which were sent back to the 
United Kingdom.

BRITAIN GRATEFUL 
As the House is well aware,

| the filling of orders of this kind 
j takes a long time. Some of the 
I orders which are being filled at 

the present moment will increase 
! the number available as referred 

to in what I have just stated. 1 
have in my hand a communica­
tion received just recently from 
the Secretary of State for Dom­
inion Affairs in which he makes 
mention of the fact that a num­
ber of aircraft—I shall not speci­
fy the particular craft or the 
number—due for delivery in Can­
ada were en route at the time. I 
quote:

“Our urgent need for all opera­
tional aircraft was made known 
to the Canadian Government. Wc 
learn that the Canadian author­
ities have turned around the ship 
containing these aircraft and I 
wish to express the thanks of the 
United Kingdom government for 
this very helpful action. May we 
assume the, Canadian Govern­
ment will be prepared also to 
forego for the time being the do- t 
livery — (at this point Mr. King 
interrupted the quotation to say 
“of a certain number of aircraft” 
so as not to disclose the exact 
number, apparently contained in 
the communication)—. “Such 
decision would be gratefully ap­
preciated."’

I may say to the House that 
the Government ordered the ship 
containing the aircait to be turn­
ed back without waiting for a 
request from the British' Govern­
ment, and the communication 
which I have just read is one 
expressing the warm appreciation 
of the British Government of 
that voluntary action on our part, i 

1 come now to the special 
assistance which the Royal Cana- i 
dian Navy has been able to give 
and is giving at the moment, not 
off the coasts of Canada but in 
British waters. As a rcsul* of co­
operation with the Royal Navy a 
re-arrangement of forces has been 
put into effect whereby certain 
Canadian destroyers are now 
serving with the Royal Navy in 
United Kingdom waters.

Their place has bc-en taken by 
certain units of the Royal Navy 
assigned to service protecting our 
Atlantic seaboard. This re­
arrangement will, it is believed, 
have the advantage of making 
certain operations move effective. 
The House will readily under­
stand the reasons why no further 
particulars can be disclosed at the 
present time.
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MESSAGE TO NAVY.
I .should like to read t.o the ! 

House the message which I sent i 
lo the senior officer commanding : 
the Canadian destroyers shortly 
after they had left our shores:

"In this hour when the skill, 
the strength, and the will-power 
of the combined Allied forces are 
s'O greatly needed to cope with i 
the diabolical warfare of a wholly 
unscrupulous and brutal foe, Can­
ada will be proud indeed when 
she learns that, as the enemy pur­
sues his endeavors to invade the 
British Isles, destroyers of the 
Royal Canadian Navy have cross­
ed the Atlantic to be in immediate 
association with the Royal Navy 
in the United Kingdom waters.

"I send to >ou and to the men 
under your command the proud 
assurance that the Government 
has every confidence that, in 
your resolute hands, the honor of 
the Royal Canadian Navy, the 
traditions which it has inherited, 
and which it has created, are safe 
and sure. This confidence will be j 
shared with equal pride by all of 1 
Canada once the Canadian people i 
become aware of the presence of 
Canadian destroyers in British 
waters.

! "You will be supported in your
l , . ------ .

noble mission by the continued * 
and utmost co-operation of all 
branches of trie defence forces of 

I Canada and by the smgle purpose 
01 lhf„, Canadian people in this 
war. wherever duty may call you. 
our thought.', and prayers will be 
with you all.

In conclusion, may I say that 
unal I have today set forth docs 
not represent the extent of com­
mitments which during the pres­
ent emergency Canada has sought 
to meet in compliance with spe­
cial requests from the British 
Government. With respect to all 
untie defence services there are 

commitments,.,hi . v...... •■‘■■s...... concerning
which it is not yet possible to 
make announcement, but which 
have been or are in process of be­
ing carried out.

may.1 “yjust a word with regard to the re­
port that the Vimy Memorial had 
been destroyed, i have been in 
communication with our Highcommunication with our High 
Commissioner ir. London and the
KF.UT* ri<LmY,e,d from him is 

a- nfr the War Office nor 
the Air Ministry have any in­
formation regarding the Vimy
hivmo£la ’ 1 ldt thc-' Air Ministry 
have been investigating the mat-

Up L° the Prei5'ent time no 
word has been received which 
would con fir n, the report that the 
mGim?-na had been destroyed 

(This completed the formal 
statement but later in the after- 

Prime Minister made
whdich0r?oLCwT)mSnt' lhe text °f

urîîw nfPfaJCer’ 1 just add this
uord of information which I ask- 
tfn.,for before i came into the 
House. The liar pi.hi v n I.......... r.

diate crisis.
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Broadcast by the Prime Minister

D
June 7, 1940

Fallow Canadians;

I speak to you tonight in the midst of the most 
crowded weeks in human history.

Barely a month has passed since Holland and Belgium 
were first ravaged by lightning warfare in all its fury and 
frightfulness.

Every succeeding day since the^irst heroic resistance

vOf.thoae littl-e--!has brought new shocks, new
"""**"*--- J-MMWPWnltf"- n#

problems, and new duties to those in whose hands has been 

placed the task of defending freedom.

The brutal domination of Holland, the tragic

surrender of Belgium, the invasion of France, the capture 

of the channel ports, have happened in such quick succession 

that the world has hardly had time to breathe. Today,

Britain, no longer island, prepares to meet the invaderA A
across the narrow sea. At this very hour, the greatest of
all battles in ttiwà history is being waged
within 70 miles of the city of Paris. On its outcome may

to its foundations by the swift march of terrible events, 

nearly every emotion in the heart of each ono of us has 

been profoundly stirred. Hate for the inhuman oppressor, 

pity for the helpless and the homeless, pride for the

brotherhood of the brave
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brotherhood of the brave v/ho have honoured the lands of 

Britain and France that gave them birth.

One crisis has not passed before another has

arisen in its place. Peril has been heaped upon peril.
7 -

Who -knows- on what new horizon destruction may loom tomorrow?A
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Is it any wonder that you, rny fellow citizens, 

have in those days heen^impatient full of

questionings and doubts. You would nob be men and women
££»**

if you had not been.harassed and distracted.A
Mo one could have British or French blood in 

his veins and know, as we in Canada know, what Britain 
and France mean to ttü?cause of free men, without having 

his nature stirred to its very depths by all these 
things.

You have rightly been asking what has been done # 

and is being done^ to help the cause to which we have freely 

pledged our honour and our strength. It is only natural 
that you should be worried,.aboiL^/aeroplanes, and equipment u

«*»•* r

tour fighting forces. It is only natural, too, that 

you should be anxious about our internal security^ afewfr

I intend tonight to s peak of these things .

I do not propose to apologize for democracy nor 

to direct my attention to criticisms• We cannot have the
one without the other.

( My purpose tonight Is to endeavour to help you 

if I can wriMMA, amid all these swift changes in the scene

in Europe.
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in Europe, to see the conflict in its true perspective,
Tfe* LO\r

and with *4? in its true perspective, the v/ar effort of our 

own country. Unless we are to abandon altogether the basis 
upon which v/e have proceeded from the outset, our war 

effort must be kept properly related in time, nature and
- KxvTplace, to that of ewr alii err.

We must never forget that freely, and as one 

people, we entered this war. rghe effeofrfrrswo

onr abi:L 1 *7
r As one

nation v/e ranged ourselves on the side of freedom. As 

one nation we fight today, and as one nation we will fight 
to „ the^ end .

And this,may I say, and say it with all the 

emphasis at my command^ that any man, be his motive political, 

personal or what it may, who attempts by destructive 

criticism deliberately to destroy public confidence^ and 

the determination and unity of us all, by belittling or 

misrepresenting the war effort of this country, is an 

enemy of the State/ and of the very cause which he professes 

to advance. The people of Canada have expressed, in an 
unmistakable way, their confidence in the present administration 

to conduct Canadats war effort, in accordance with policies 

known to them and of which they have approved# In Parliament,

the administration has
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the administration has the 100$ support of its nation­

wide following. To seek even so much as to create w.
(A***—

impression, that is not the case, at a moment when inter- 

imperial and international co-operation is more necessary 

to the winning of the war than it has been at any time, is 

to help undermine confidence in the government of Canada,

not in the eyes of the people of Canada alone, but in the 

minds hearts of the people of the United Kingdom and

of other parts of the British Commonwealth, in France, aeà
l/t-u* U4* $£+£+* 

in other countries anxious to lend what help they 

can to Canada and the allied powers in hour of

special need.
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to make the greatest possible contribution at the 
beginning, was also planned so that, from month to

..C ..* j * ^ 'd"t^

month, man-power would grow, \until at the critical
time v/hen accumulated strength became the decisive 
factor, it would be available to ensure victory. c< ' * t<-t

The Third period is that of the Blltzkreig — 

lightning war, as it is expressed in English. It 
accords with the plan which Hitler has all along had 
in mind. Save by those possessed of gangster Instincts, 
its possibility could never have been conceived. It aims 
to bring, one by one, under the iron heel of Nazi Germany, 
nation after nation, whether neutral or beligerent, by 
methods of terrorism and barbarism unparalleled in warfare 

y throughout the ages. This cleverest of surprise^ is all- 
important. The process was under way before the invasion 
of Poland. It began with the invasion of Austria and 
Czecho-Slovakia. It resulted In the destruction of Poland; 
it has been only too manifest in the conquest of Denmark 
and Norway, of Holland and Belgium. It is now seeking 
by lightning strokes to conquer France and Britain.

These two countries have been taken by 
surprise; not so much by sudden attack upon themselves — 

sudden attack was expected at the commencement of the 
war. The surprise has come by the swiftness, the magnitude

and the ferocity
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fiL
To help you gain 4tise true perspective, may I

remind you that the war itself did not commence iJmtore
A/**-*

September last. ^ - n-q In HfinilTTf months

have not yet passed 3lr\ce ^Parliament authorized expenditures

avowedly Tor pnrx^rnm' frf ffm , ^and in particular for 

■juiniijioa>in nf co-operation by Canada with the allied powers 

in the theatres of v/ar in Europe.

As regards the war, there are three periods

v/hich ajcua. separate and distinct amA.■
/x /

k.ap, In .tiae-Atiier.
There was the first period of what I might call the 

shadow of war, during which time there was still a 

hope for peace. Within that period the democratic nations 

worked for peace. While they worked for peace, they 

also prepared for war. ^ r11nr■M■**"—i*1 *ww»

rfcary. popular -support which
•they could secure^ to that ei\d• They worked for peace 
longer than their enemies * 'If they had not worked for 
peace;they would have been accused of precipitating war, 

not only by the present enemies of democracy, but also 

by their own people. They prepared for war later and more 

slowly than their enemies. Their final preparations had



necessarily to await the hour that would gain for them

the sanction of their parliaments.
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- War.

at hour came to Canada with the calling of the

special session of our parliament.//The very strength of 

democracy in peace time became in some measure a handicap 

in war-time, and in preparations for war-time• When the 

shadow had deepened, the storm broke and war began, Britain 

and France believed that thewar would be long. They still 

believe that they were right in that belief. They planned for 

at least a three year war; four years were mentioned as a

possibility. Hitler know that he only win a short war.

fBh#y knew that they could only win a long war. They asked us 

to join with them in planning for a long war. Our first effort, 

therefore, while designed to make the greatest possible contri­

bution at the beginning, was also planned so that, from month 

to month, man power would grow, production would grow, output 

of munitions and supply would grow, until at the critical time

when accumulated strength became the decisive factor, it would

be available to ensure victory.
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/^2tt ^ ^
‘It accords with the plan which Hitler has all 

along had in his mlnd,4^9flSB5BEti»ifi,^ave f&B
\ l* -
»'^FÎ<V

those possessed ^
t/Po „ ,

Ox ganger instincts, could never have been conceived
A

(*»*•*♦• ve^y-eyes

*j ^ ;^-Q £b-

fflj 4U«x<
oneT) to bringAunder the

Iron heel of Nazi Germany, nation after nation, whether 

neutral or belligerent, by methods of terrorism and 

barbarism unparalleled in warfare throughout the ages.
y-sS-c^v -K^^. t—------6>CC ». »f III^I.,. > .... . f « » tiB^ni-.i |>..|, / t ».... ■!<»»».^>«?..;/*■■>•»» ■ ^ y /V
^The ^piNMW^was vwrll under way before the invasion o/ Poland.

It began with the invasion of Austria and Czeeho-Slovakia.

It: rQ3ulted In the destruction of Poland; it has beendn^/ ^

manifest in the conquest of Denmark and Norway, of Holland
and Belgium, -and ls^np/^slaking 'bo ^a^lompliah-^ 'T"~

> uk. iy iWi—d, <zv.rxuty>
by simili ai? mat-hndrUaXmnd ni Wwww^UaX^ France and '

Britain, [ /These two countries have been taken by surprise^

Lot so muchsudden attack upon themselves* ibw*- ^
^ n ^ i^ X»» <<n—< Az

by mi.iiÉi"pi JLUBJeif^tÏÏa'Yo-aWiMülm, % 'Cttefr swiftness -e* V>

tl

and the ferocity of _t^?a»»acte«^^No part of the world 

has been shocked by these tragic happenings more than 
this continent. The loyalty of 14^3^nations to inter-

(/V-4 national law became the weapon with which a treacherous

^V>tr enemy struck at their hearts. They have been sacrificed

on the altar
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on the altar of their own neutrality»
The lightning war In Europe lias forced Britain 

and Prance to view the situation in a different/v

perspective. Their plans^and with them our plans , have 
had to be changed^ and quickened in the light of new 
and appalling developments. Contributions of men, 
machines and material have had to be hastened» Daily 
improvisations have become necessary and have been 
made. The movements of men and ships have had to be 
ohattgod. Large additional sums of money have had to 
be found.
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It Is, I ÉàuAt, only too true that the

magnitude and speed of action, the Immensity of the 

changes in the military situatior^ and the unparalleled 

horrors of the conflict have all but destroyed our 

sense of time. It is difficult to realize that a month 

has not yet elapsed since Holland and Belgium were 

invaded. The heroic resistance of these small nations 

to the German onslaught, and the magnificent response of 

Britain and France to their appeal for aid were absorbing 

the attention of the people of Canada when, just a week 

later, our new Parliament met.

As we watched the spectacle of the German forces 

crushing Holland and Belgium under the full might of
t/f «4^*7 As,

concentrated warfare, an unparalleled intensity of, A A
feeling develop^ throughout the country. There wed a/v
natural tendency to measure our Canadian war effort in 

terms, not of long range and carefully laid plans, but 

in terms of the terrible emergency of the moment. The

unexpected rapidity with which the Nazi forces carried out
their de®<krvn^>-1vA nrltrcnna nonH milonltr o ffan fhoir V»t»rl

effected
Allied.. JL

to ttee i:

a breach in the*4»
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In the Jais tory of the wo there has j^obably

been no greater jferisis than tj^f£ brought aboulf by the

over-running^f Holland andycelgium and the invasion of 
/* * }

France. It is not to be( wondered at tlgrfc public feeling
^ J j/* or French

shouJAroe stirred to tifs depths. |J6 one with Britisly blood
/ £ /

in his veins could ./Tail to be stirred.

The dramatic events in Europe no-t—enly obscur^ 

what Canada had done ^and was doing to prosecute the war;

they also enhanced the difficulty of presenting to Parliament 

and the peo
ft 11 Jr “inf <W\

mft4i I wtiiuJh- fen insistêiTt "demand that the government

should "speed up" 9*tr war effort to meet the new situation.

At time the government itself was throwing its full

energy into adapting ourt^organization and adjusting our plans 

to conform to the swiftly changing scene in Europe. It was 

impossible to decide upon changes of plans until accurate 

information could be secured from the battle front• When 

decisions were reached, some of them, for military reasons, 

could not be announced immediately. Some have not been, 

and can not yet be made public. FiàiiiiUUW W'igVfr,

•and how e.£JEeo^ .

crisis.^.

I should like to stress tme-gÊÉnÉ»■. everything

done recently^has been accomplish»that has been done recently^has been
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pfi gyp^y r^-ly because the foundations of our war 

effort were well and truly laid# »aù¥<wiaiwmt,!Ci!Wét long*

antixOiWaÿed the possibility of tz)s need arising for 

th§, aot4<m which has sin^ô been taken# Many of the measures 

recently announced could not have been taken earlier, because 

the circumstances did not then call for emergency action of 

the character recently undertaken#, ■J$fc*rtr ±!r 

our war effort was not being prosecuted vigorously before

May 10th# It is only to slaeÿ that our offset,1^-

was, lapon the b est' 'Infor mat i on avai

based, as it 

e, was being developed
..." •

in ord^r to meet the demands of a- long war • We ea4*++~y'1 v 

',o jump to the hasty conclusion that, because of the 

unexpected magnitude of the allied military reverses, the 

allïUA pow^rft n +• of a long war.

X^Terrible risks must be taken to meet the present crisis - 

and Canada is sharing those risks - but we must bev/are of 

adding to necessary risks, the needless risk of abandoning 

plans to face a long and bitter struggle in which staying 

power will, in the end, be decisive. ,

To allow our passionate feeling to degenerate

into unreasoning hysteria would be fatal to Canada's war 

effort and a grave injury to the allied cause#
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Î^l ijoneT. \

You have heard something in the last few days

of what has been done to meet the terrible emergency♦

It could only be disclosed in instalments, and sometimes 

not at all* Many things must still remain secret. All 

disclosures must be made at a time when they suit the 

allied needs. I could notate 11 Parliament and pe^1*

j»st (*
tn^

inivi»ie»--ov##ae»» ■»»»*$>« <1 -tiae-efe*» ,,&£■..tirwir comrades In

arms, p£la^,t;i» Mm Ihiwki'rtc e'rgffff^idrt^fo'Err the story
, -------------- v ^

of the* epic achievement %as made known to the world. /ht/
ép éUt- v

I could not tell of the despatch of our destroyers to

England until after they had arrived in British waters. v*
' )

Whan Hfl wana X ~

jWl^4BS®rt3)e the

IrtMuk

ïïiifhi

I could not tell of the despatch of our destroyers to 

England^until after they had arrived in British waters.

war off or fc, - we were, of eouree y doings very thing in our

power t o ad j us t and çjggery out our plans in consult ât ion
#k-* SC+

wi|h QUT.w4UJ4a»* Unfortunately, we wore- precluded fromwlfefoQUg^all4^MU Unfortunately, we wore- precluded from 

saying a word of what we had been asked to do, and of 

what , in fact, we had done and were doing•

It may help to bring home to you all a fuller

appreciation of what has actually been acconplished if 

I summarize some of the results in terms of men, equipment

and supply
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and supply. TfaL# *jq,,tersis

■iii tiw 'WTWTT ' •
(a*4^ ^-"

Let '«o, however, first^glve you this solemn

assurance. We offered to the allies, in the name of the

people of Canada, all the additional assistance in our

power to help them to deal with the emergenc
A

U4mwb. We have made no restrictions# What we could do 

and have done, what we can produce, what we can manufacture, 

has been placed at their disposal to the utmost limit of 

our capacity and strength# They have asked us to do a 

number of things# We have sought to do each one of them 

promptly, completely, and without qualification# We have, 

on our own account, made additional offers and suggestions. 

Many of them have been accepted#



-16-
D 38266

mart.

In t he Army, when Belgium and Holland were 

invaded, we had 81,519 men of all ranks • We had one 

Division, with its ancillary troops, trained and Sei*gr 

equipped with motorized units on active service in 

England. Twenty-three thousand young Canadians were 

ready for embarkation to Norway or to Flanders whenever 

the word came from the Allied High Command • Maas ■tiny

naa .vJU*»*
Eleven territorial regiments had Men 

organised to provide reinforcements for our units overseas •

A second Division of men, with 4H1 necessary 

auxiliaries, amounting in all to 24,000, were completing 

their Canadian training»

Strategic areas in Newfoundland were defended 

by this country’s soldiers.

When the "Blitzkrieg”, Hitler’s lightening war, 

began, we advanced the date of the despatch of our second 

Division. We did likewise with all reinforcements for the 

first Division, who had not proceeded to England. We

speeded the recruiting
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speeded the recruiting of reinforcements for the 
second Division# We undertook the formation of a 
Canadian corps in the field and provided the necessary 
corps troops# We decided to raise a third Division#
The units have been announced, and recruiting has 
begun#

We formed a Veterans ’ Home Guard for the 
defence of our internal security, and have authorized 
the establishment of additional veterans' reserves#
We undertook to raise rifle battalions for a fourth 
Division# We have established a special training course 
for officers^and veteran officers#

Canadian soldiers are today also on active
duty in the West Indies and the North Atlantic



In the Navy, we began the month of May with 

6,614 officers and ratings, including 125 officers and 

100 ratings serving in the British Navy,
We had 94 vessels in commission.

We had 90 vessels under construction.

Our ships operated on both coasts, in West 

Indian waters, and convoyed ships from our shores and 

protected our harbours.
Since the course of the war changed, with the 

shock of uncontemplated suddenness, we have ordered the 

recruitment of 4,900 additional men. Every shipyard now 

works to capacity. And today, by one of those strange 

changes of fate and fortune, our destroyers, willingly 

repaying a small part of an ancient debt, are helping to 

guard the shores of Britain ;and watch with increasing 

vigilance for those who would violate her island freedom. 

I bade them Godspeed when they left with the same pride 

with which you and the people of Britain greeted their 

arrival•

mm Navy Is a young navy. It has inherited 

great traditions; it is helping to create them.



-19-

AIR FORCE

The Royal Canadian Air Force had no existence 
during the last war. At the beginning of May, it had a 
strength of 12,315 men* We had nine squadrons for home 
defence, one army cooperation squadron overseas, another 
completing its training in Canada, and reinforcements 
continuously preparing for active service in the Army 
Cooperation School.

The Commonwealth Air Training Plan was pro­
ceeding in magnitude, training and time in accordance

*
with^predetermined plan.

The Nazis struck with all their power. Their 
swift advance was made possible by their numerical 
superiority in the air.^

^.We immediately sent overseas No. 112 Army 
Cooperation Squadron. We called up for immediate service 
5,000 recruits for the Royal Canadian Air Force.

J>vWe appointed a Minister to devote his entire 
time and attention to National Defence for Air. We 
undertook to despatch overseas a fighter squadron of the
Royal Canadian Air Force.

We have hastened the construction of air 
fields and hangars a year earlier than the time fixed
under the Commorw ealth Plan.
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We have sent overseas a number of pilots 

recently graduated from Gamp Borden, vtiio were intended 

to be used as instructors. Many of our own aeroplanes 

were sent to Britain. Aeroplanes of British manufacture, 

ordered five months before the outbreak of war, for our 

own Air Force, and which^^rere only™ tihlflin-on there way out 

to Canada, were, stopped in mid-ocean and returned to
A

Britain •
*

It has been stated that the Commonwealth Air 

Training Plan will be abandoned or postponed because of 

these changes. This is not true. It will yet be a 

decisive instrument of victory.
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Of money, I will say no more than that the 

present appropriation for war purposes alone is 
$2,000,000 a day, an amount which will

bo be increased as we continue to seek to meet exceptional 

needs.
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MEMORANDUM 
Office of the Prime Minister

Ottawa,

•> ■■



First draft

began, orders had been placed for 225 millions worth of
the 10th of May, when the blitzkrieg

■^2 5.

equipment, material and munitions for the Canadian army, 
navy and air force. The purchases ranged from clothing 
and personal equipment to aircraft and ships. Every ship­
yard in Canada was working at fully capacity. The textile 
and clothing industries were also fully occupied. The 
production of munitions was being rapidly expanded and air-

smcraft production rising steadily. 7
The herMfic Intensity of the warfare of the 

last month has created unexpectedly heavy demands upon 
British stocks of supplies! and equipment. These demands, 
in turn, have not only forced the British to suspend the 
delivery of aircraft for the British Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan, but they have made it necessary for the 
British to secure additional aircraft from Canada which
v/as available for immediate use. This, in turn, has
created a difficult problem for Canada. The problem has

!
been met energetically, both by the acceleration of air­
craft production in Canada, and by the securing of other
sources of supply, so that the training plan, instead of 
being slowed down can actually be speeded up.
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Tiae blitzkrieg /as a*»o created new problems 

of supply ninuiy Yl "iinr f* ti~ '*rr^Tt—Tn~~rT r -

' iseeÉwrthiàAiM .

wh-e-re

parti :Hi«obanieal
—--—«— - —________

Forceqfwwnaw}wan&i1

ïST«u-Atü4« ^Plcihs made in the early months of the 

war provided for the production by Canada of certain lines 

—^ of equipment and by Brit/ain of others, each to meet the needs
✓ r&* I
, of the other in certainfrespects. Changed circumstances

kâTM Uvu*-#U \
àtiw. ..iMit it necessary flor Canada to produce many things, 

even at greater cost, which it was expected would be supplied / 

by Britain. In some easels it ifltl necessary to abandon 

the practice of using British specifications, if production 

is to be carried on speedily enough to meet emergent needs.

The Department of Munitions and Supply is 

vigorously with thej^ new problems

Howe, announced in t&b House of Commons, last nd#gnt, that 

immediate steps w6re being taken/bo organize/^he production
Zf'

of tanks. Tq*/' spectacular jj&'t of tanks Jp^fs focused attention 

* 1,r~ n ~se our ariose of proportion.
- T u

gre tremendously import an L/bu t they are bvZho means

upon them^ff We shouldV>bt -do.

Tanks i/
the^nlyj^pbr t ant item of : unitary equipmen^# It may well 

p^ov^-^for a lbng time to,*eome that Canadipta production of 

her lines and ixiojlfer directions w^ll provide more

? ^ 4r;rXW 2 ^ /> 4

AM.

4 - ewr«A,*
4 A 6*4», # 7 + ****£. ,
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assistance to the/Allied cause. One 6f these lines is7mechanical transport, Canadian industry is already well

equipped to produce this kind OS57 equipment, and rtoine
/ / /thousands mechanical vehicles have already „Æ)een delivered

averse Tliey are being jfeiirned out daily,/and the British

dA that furthei^manufaoturingoverment has been
£capacity is avail able#/to increase production immediately

ih this ^important ÿÿanci^of supply

/WS.
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By the 10th of May, when the blitzkrieg 

began, orders had been placed for if ° og iifiinj~*^-irtb of 

equipment, material and munitions for the Canadian army, 

navy and air force. The purchases ranged from clothing 

and personal equipment to aircraft and ships. Every ship­

yard in Canada wasworking at full capacity. The textile 

and clothing industries were also fully occupied. The 

production of munitions was being rapidly expanded, and air­

craft production was rising steadily.

The blitzkrieg has created new problems of 
supply. Plans made in the early months of the war provided 

for the production by Canada of certain lines of equipment 

and by Britain of others, each to meet the needs of the 

other in certain repsects. Changed circumstances hare 

made it necessary for Canada to produce many things, even 

at greater cost, which it was expected would be supplied 

by Britain. In some oases it has been necessary to abandon 

the practice of using British specifications, if production 

is to be carried on speedily enough to meet emergent needs.

The Department of Munitions and Supply is grappling
new

vigorously with the/problems.
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CONCLUSION

, I have told you these things because it is

difficult amid all the news and distractions of war for 

anyone in Canada to obtain a clear picture at one time 

of what is being done to meet the situation.

The government is devoting all its energy, and 

marshalling all resources to meet the threat to our liberty. 

We need your confidence. We need the constructive help of 

every Canadian, In steadfastness and courage remains the 

hope of human liberty. Panic, dissension, disunity, are 

the only enemies that can defeat us. All is not dark in 

the skies above us. The first series of enemy gains will 

not end this v/ar, any more than it ended other wars in which 

the British and French peoples have fought side by side.

The enemyfs tactics, his weapons, his strength are now known. 

They surprised us. They will not defeat us.

In the light of all that is known of the situation 

as it is shaping itself in Europe today, I feel I would not 

be doing my full duty at this tiro, if I did not speak of 

other dangers which threaten.

I began by distinguishing three phases of the war. 

It Is difficult to believe that we are not at this roront 

at the beginning of a fourth phase. Our attention from the
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outset has been directed to Germany as the sole enemy, and 

to her effort to destroy Britain and F ranee • The coming 

phase will witness operations in entirely new theatres of 

war* It will most Certainly be marked by conflict between 

nations that thus far have escaped or avoided hostilities*

How sudden or how extensive these new developments may be, 

no one can say* What I wish to make clear is that^if at 

any moment we learn that fresh hostilities have broken out, 

on however terrible a scale, there is no reason why fresh 

fears should occasion undue alarm* We shall have, of course, 

to assess anew what may be necessary on our part to meet the 

demands of the new situation. New events will demand new 

measures, but we will do well to continue to keep the 

situation as a whole in its true perspective.

While not under-estimating the dangers that threaten 

from other coasts and other seas, we wll'3r-d‘» me-HrHre remember 

that against the perils of the present and the future are

arrayed a new realization on the part of all free peoples of
dtthe nature of the conflict, and ttee new determination to spare 

no effort and no sacrifice in the indomitable will to conquer* 

If democracy lacked foresight and audacity in the past, as 

jfcpflTnlaw-fiaaftfcjgl said yesterday, those days are over*
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The German territorial advances contain within 

themselves elements of weakness. Economic blockade and 

contraband control can, and will*- now,be exercised with 

increasing and more effective pressure• Disregard for the 

strength and the ruthlessness of the enemy, lack of prepara­

tion to meet the demands of modern mechanized warfare, the 

suspense of waiting for an enemy who shrinks from no violation 

of right, and no manifestation of terror, all these things 

have passed away. Discipline has come to us all, not from 

without but from within. Wanton brutality has transformed 

isolation of outlook and neutrality of heart into mere empty 

words. The treachery that stabbed the neutral nations killed 

neutrality itself with the same fell blow•

If new enemies oppose us we may be sure that old 

and new friends will arise to help us. The world-wide 

significance of the conflict is being realized in every land. 

You lmow how earnestly and vigorously the President of the 

United States has spoken in the name of humanity. There has 

been mobilized in the cause of freedom, the conscience of the 

civilized world, and tyranny will long remember the power of 

that conscience, and the final effect of the worldTs condemna­

tion upon the forces of evil.
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Canada is called upon to accept a greater and higher

responsibility. It was framed in living words by Mr. Churchill

in his speech to the British House of Commons on Tuesday last.

This nation with all the strength of its youth, the wealth

of its resources^and the idealism of its freedom, will proudly

accept its new responsibility. We are the bridge between the

old world and the hew; the bridge which joins the new freedom 
tea* t&h ^4* M.4.VV i ^*±aj»4L4

of Britain which gave it birth. We will stand resolute to

defend its approaches and its abutments#
hFrom the harbour of Dunkerque and àn the citadel 

the bravest
of Calais/men in the world battled their way home to fight

once again for liberty and goodness and mercy.

To the making of Canada have come the same chivalry

of France and the same gallantry of Britain which fashioned

the glory of that triumph of heroism. I speak the heart and

mind of our country when I say that every fort in Canada will

be another Calais f and every harbour will be another Dunkirk^

before the men and women of our land allow the light and

the life of their Christian faith to be extinguished by the

pioneers of evil or yield to the tyranny of Nazi brutality.
/ ^
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, 1 have toM you those things because It 1»
difficult idtl all tbs news and distractions of war for 

anyone I» Cane » to obtain a clear picture at <me tli-s 

of whet la tie log Pone to »et the situation*

The emeeaewfc te dcvotlnp all Its energy# ««6 

r.s»sî*UJUs'f all resxuroee to meat the threat to our liberty* 

e need your confidence, o need the constructive help of 

every Canadian* in steadfastness and course remlus the 

hope of human liberty* Panic, dissension, disunity, are 

the only enemies that can defeat us* AH Is not dark In 

the skies above us* the first series of ©nevy gains will 
not end this war, any more than It ended other wars la which 

the lirltlah and i renoh yeo les have fought side by side*
Th* eneay's tactic», hie wee pons, his Strength are aew known* 

They surprised ue* They will net defeat us.
In the light of all that la known of the situation 

ee It la «begin,:-: itself In .urops today, I feel 1 would not 
be doing ay fall duty at title tiaa. If X did not apeak of 

other dangers which threaten*

l began by distinguishing three phases of the war* 

XI la difficult to believe that we are not at this amaant 
at the beginning of a fourth -rises©* dur attention frota the
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outset baa been directed to «ar:*#sr as the sole «near , and 

to her effort to destroy Britain sad - mnee* he «seing 

;j<T*ee will witness operations In entirely new tiaeatree of 

were It will aosfc earte Inly be marked by conflict between 

netlo e taint thus far hews ©soaped or evoided host lltles# 

ow sudden or hew extensive these mw develop*» nte day be, 

no one can say* that X wish to mis» clear Is that. If et 

eay sarnot we learn that fresh hostilities eve broken out, 

on -iwever terrible e seals, there la no reason why fresh 

fears should occasion undue slam* ■■■• Shall ïaave, of coures, 

to assess anew whet my be neeeaaary w our part to eet the 

damads of foe new situation, .<•»» events will demand new 

assures, but we will do well to centime to keep the 

situation aa a whole I» Its true perspective#

hil« not uttSer-estimtiag the dan ere that threaten 

iron other masts sod other seas, we will do well to reaevfoer 

that against the perils of the present and the future are 

erreyev a new realisation on the part of all free peoples of 

the nature of the conflict, and the new deteroinatlo to spare 

no effort and no aaerlftoe in the iadoraltahle will to cliquer# 

if demoracy lacked foresight and eudaolty In the met, as 

/re$.iler Renaud said yesterday, these vsys are over#
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S3» <Ses*e» territorial a> vames cart ain within 

thamclvea elemnts af w edaoeso# Basa» :1c bloclmdn imd 

oontrebenü eo ;trol oan, ni*3 will, raow he exorcised with 

inereaei»- ami ore effective iroseure. taeegnrd fey ta»
strength and the •othlcesneas of the ene.'jy, le oik of -/repas*» 

tion fee -r-eet the tiearain» ef .atom «ehaaleed warfare, tha
auspeaao of wait'Lue- Tor an eneay wî» aîwtnk» from no violation 

of rt hfc, and, !» wuBlfestetilen of terror, all these things 

have passed mmy» Llaelpline '.aa oe s to us all, net fro 

without but from within* santon brutality has tsenaforead 

isolation of outleov: mû neutrality of eart Into rare e, pty 

omis# The treachery 6Mt stabbed the neutral nations killed 

neutrality It self with the setae fell blow*

If new emedes opxwe ue we my he .sure that eld 

and :ww friends will ertLee to help ue* The world-wide 

aipnif loanee of the conflict le being realised In every land» 

too knew hew earnestly and vlfroroualy the -’realdeat ef the 

united >fcatee lets spoten in the mas of iuuamlty* There as 

been mobilised la ‘tit* ernes of freedom, tbs aenaolnnoe of the 

civilised werld, and tyranny will Ion,?; reswator the power of 

that eoneeleaee, end the final effect of the world ♦* eontfeona» 

tlm upon the Throes ef evil*
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'-aneue le celled upon to aeeeyt e renter and ij-her 

respans IMllby . it was framed in living words b: Ut» Churchill 

In Ms sgeeeh to the ïîrîtlsh louse of Cm one on Tuesday lest* 

"hie natte with ell the strength of its youth, the wealth 

of Its reneureee end the Idealism of Its freedom, will .-^roddly 

eooep* Its new responsibility* e eye the brldym between the 

old world end the news the brtd e which Jolna the new freedom, 

of britalr. which gars It birth* e win stand résolut» to 

defend Ite ep iroeuhee end lte rbutwmts*

'■yoM; the harbour of uttkayque and in the oitedel
the lips vest

of :-eJLela/nen In the world Settled their way homo to fl-1*!

>noe e/m la far liberty end modus as end neray*

Co the 'uekJLn#' of Canada. lave eoae the seta chivalry 
of Irenes end the sene gellentry of rlteln which fashioned 

the /.fiery of that trluzqph of taerolera* X «peek the heart end 

edLnd ef our eoun ry when 1 say that every fort In aneue will 

be another Celais and every harbour will be Another untdrk 

before the wen and town of our lend allow the light and 

the life of their Christlen faith to be <mt Squished by the 

pioneers of evil or yield to the tyranny ef Heel brutality.



First Draft X j.w.p. 38284
6.6.40.

The Part of Canada in New Phases of 4ÊB Warfare

The war has already passed through several phases: 
the Polish campaign, the submarine campaign, the menace of 
magnetic mines, the campaign in Norway, and the recent 
crushing of Holland and Belgium, At the moment our attention 
is focused on the great battle raging in north-eastern 
France. The next phase may be an attempt to invade England.
It may be a campaign in the Mediterranean or in the Balkans.
No one can say in what direction new outbreaks may come 
nor how far afield hostilities may spread. We have already 
seen how different warfare is today from warfare a quarter 
of a century ago; how rapidly the scene can change; how 
suddenly a terrible crisis can develop, In the face of the 
appalling uncertainties of the present it is essential 
that we view the whole conflict in its true perspective.

In the earlier phases of the war Canada had undertaken, 
apart from the measures for our own defence, to support 
the Allied cause in Europe to the utmost of our strength.
The measures undertaken to that end, some of which I have 
outlined to you this evening, are unprecedented in their 
scale and have involved great risks for our own country.
We shall continue to take great risks and to make great 
sacrifices, but we must be prepared, if need be, to face 
new situations involving far wider responsibilities than 
Canada has ever before assumed. We must not lose hope that

7"
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the Allied powers will stop the German advance in Europe, 
but we must be prepared, if necessary, to take up the 
challenge which Mr. Churchill threw down. We must be 
ready to carry on the struggle regardless of where war 
may spread; we must use our position as a bridge between 
the old world ana the new; a bridge which must be held 
by, and for, the forces of freedom in this new world, in 
resisting the threat of tyranny and slavery from the old, 
Canada has served before as a bridge between the great 
free nations of the old world and the new; a bridge which 
has facilitated their co-operation. That bridge was never 
neeaed more than it will be in the months ana the years 
before us.

Canada must also prepare herself, as the war enters 
upon new phases, to readjust her policies and her plans 
to meet new needs. We cannot allow all our effort to be 
directed to one spot at one time. We must be ready as a 
nation to meet threats from whatever direction they may 
come; to act more and more on our own responsibility as 
a people; to rely more and more on our own energy, and 
initiative, and resources. We must be prepared, even if 
other parts of the Commonwealth should temporarily be 
engulfed, to stand firm and keep the symbol of freedom 
aloft. We must cherish our unity as a nation and 
use the happy position which geography has given us to
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gather our strength, first, to preserve liberty at home, 

ana, next, to take our full share in regaining freedom 

for the world.
Our economic power must be increased, our resources 

mobilized and our utmost energy exerted. But above all 

we must maintain our courage in the face of adversity, 

our love of freedom and our faith in Canada.



First Draft J.W.P.
6 • 6•40•

The Part of Canada In New Phases of ^it. Warfare

The war has already passed through several phases: 
the Polish campaign, the submarine campaign, the menace of 
magnetic mines, the campaign In Norway, and the recent 
crushing of Holland and Belgium. At the moment our attention 
is focused on the great battle raging In north-eastern 
France. The next phase may be an attempt to invade England.
It may be a campaign in the Mediterranean or In the Balkans. 
No one can say in what direction new outbreaks may come 
nor how far afield hostilities may spread. We have already 
seen how different warfare is today from warfare a quarter 
of a century ago; how rapidly the scene can change; how 
suddenly a terrible crisis can develop. In the face of the 
appalling uncertainties of the present it is essential 
that we view the whole conflict in its true perspective.

In the earlier phases of the war Canada had undertaken, 
apart from the measures for our own defence, to support 
the Allied cause in Europe to the utmost of our strength.
The measures undertaken to that end, some of which I have 
outlined to you this evening, are unprecedented in their 
scale and have involved great risks for our own country.
We shall continue to take great risks and to make great 
sacrifices, but we must be prepared, if need be, to face 
new situations involving far wider responsibilities than 
Canada has ever before assumed. We must not lose hope that

| i



the Allied powers will stop the German advance in lïurope, 
but we must be prepared, if necessary, to take up the 
challenge which Mr. Churchill threw down. We must be 
ready to carry on the struggle regardless of where war 
may spread; we must use our position as a bridge between 
the old world and the new; a bridge which must be held 
by, and for, the forces of freedom in this new world, in 
resisting the threat of tyranny and slavery from the old. 
Canada has served before as a bridge between the great 
free nations of the old world and the new; a bridge which 
has facilitated their co-operation. That bridge was never 
needed more than it will be in the months and the years 
before us.

Canada must also prepare herself, as the war enters 
upon new phases, to readjust her policies and her plans 
to meet new needs. Tîe cannot allow all our effort to be 
directed to one spot at one time. We must be ready as a 
nation to meet threats from whatever direction they may 
come; to act more and more on our own responsibility as 
a people; to rely more and more on our own energy, and 
initiative, and resources. We must be prepared, even if 
other parts of the Commonwealth should temporarily be 
engulfed, to stand firm and keep the symbol of freedom 
aloft. He must cherish our unity as a nation and 
use the happy position which geography has given us to



gather our strength, first, to preserve liberty at home, 
and, next, to take our full share in regaining freedom 
for the world.

Our economic power must be Increased, our resources 
mobilized and our utmost energy exerted. But above all 
we must maintain our courage in the face of adversity, 
our love of freedom and our faith in Canada.
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Need of Unity in the Crisis

I should like to remind you of the spirit in 

which Canada entered upon the present struggle. We took 

up the grim task solemnly with determination and with a 

unity of purpose unsurpassed in our history. The unity 

of the country was reflected in the unanimity of 

larllament. That unity was not the result of the moment.

It was the fruit of long and careful preparation in 

advance to meet the test of war, if it came.

We need that unity even more today than we 

needed it last September. Canada’s war effort must remain 
the united effort of the whole Canadian people. Sectional, 

partisan and personal interests must give way to the 

national interest. The vast majority of Canadians, 

regardless of race, creed, or class are ready and eager 

to contribute their full share to a united national effort.

We need all our energies for the prosecution of this 

struggle; we have none to spare for internal dissention.
The government is devoting all its energy to the mobilization, 

in the most effective manner, of our resources. 7re need 

the he^p of every Canadian.
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Need of Confidence

No words are too strong to condemn the action 
of those who, at such a time, have sought to exploit the 
intense feelings of our people to secure personal or 
party ends. I regret that such attempts have not been 
entirely lacking. Even before the government had the 
opportunity to place its record before Parliament, or 
to announce what measures were being taken to meet the 
emergent situation, a campaign was begun by some of the same 
men who were repudiated by the people of Canada to under­
mine confidence in the government and particularly in 
myself.

The government has now had the opportunity 
of placing its war record before Parliament. e have 
informed Parliament of such of the emergency measures 
taken since l ay 10th as can safely be disclosed without 
advantage to the enemy. I intend briefly to review that 
record and to recount those measures to you.

First however a word about the importance of 
maintaining confidence. At no time in our history was 
there greater need of confidence in the administration 
of our country. The present administration recently 
received the greatest vote of confidence ever given to
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any government in our history. No charge has been 

made, no argument advanced since we received that 

mandate which was not used in the campaign. This 

is no time to revive dead issues. Attempts to shake 

confidence for the sake of political change or to 

serve personal ambitions are nothing more nor less 

than attempts to sabotage Canada’s war effort. It is 

the constant purpose of the Nazi propagandists to 

undermine confidence in the administrations of the 

allied powers and those who lend themselves to those 

efforts are, consciously or unconsciously, furthering 

the purpose of the enemy.
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Broadcast by the Prime Minister June 7, 1940

Fellow Canadians:

I speak to you to-night In the midst of the most 

crowded weeks in human history# Barely a month has passed 

since Holland and Belgium were first ravaged by li^atning 

warfare in all its fury and frightfulness# Every succeeding 

day since their first heroic resistance has brought new 

shocks, new problems, and new duties to those in whose hands 

has been placed the task of defending freedom#

The brutal domination of Holland, the tragic 

surrender of Belgium, the invasion of France, the capture 

of the channel ports, have happened in such quick succession 

that the world has hardly had time to breathe# Today, 

Britain, no longer in island security, prepares to meet 

the invader across the narrow sea# At this very hour, the 

greatest of all battles in history is being waged within 

70 miles of the city of Paris# On its outcome may depend 

the future of France#

As the world has been shaken to its foundations 

by the swift march of terrible events, nearly every emotion 

in the heaf&of each one of us has been profoundly stirred# 

Hate for the inhuman oppressor, pity for the helpless and

the homeless.
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the homeless, pride for the brotherhood of the brave 
who have honoured the lands of Britain and France that 
gave them birth#

One crisis has not passed before another has 
arisen in its place# Peril has been heaped upon peril#
Who will say on what new horizon destruction may not loam 
tomorrow?

i I3 it any wonder that you, my fellow citizens, 
have in these days been concerned and impatient, full of 
questionings and doubts* You would not be men and women 
if you had not been thus harassed and distracted. No one 
could have British or French blood in his veins and know, 
as we in Canada know, what Britain and France mean to 
the cause of free men, without having his nature stirred 
to its very depths by all these things*

You have rightly been asking what lias been done, 
and is being done, to help the cause to which we have 
freely pledged our honour and our strength* It is only 
natural that you should be worried about our fighting 
forces, about aeroplanes and equipment* It is only 
natural, too, that you should be anxious about our internal 
securityj

I intend tonight to speak of these things. I

do not propose
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do not propose to apologize for democracy nor to direct 
my attention to criticisms# We cannot have the one 
without the other# My purpose rather is to endeavour 
to help you if I can, amid all these swift changes in 
the scene in Europe to see the conflict in its true 
perspective, and with the conflict in its true perspective, 
the war effort of our own country# Unless we are to 
abandon altogether the basis upon which we have proceeded 
from the outset, our war effort must be kept properly 
related in time, nature and place, to that of the allied 
powers#

We must never forget that freely, and as one 
people, we entered this war# As one nation we ranged 
ourselves on the side of freedomJ As one nation we fight 

today, and as one nation we will fight to the end#
To help you gain a true perspective, may I remind 

you that the war itself did not commence until September 
last# Nine months have not yet passed ale since Parliament 
authorized expenditures for active participation in the 
war, and in particular for co-operation -in Canada with 
the allied powers in the theatres of war in Europe#

As regards the war, there are three periods 
which may be considered as separate and distinct# There

was the first period
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was the first period-#**"what I might call the shadow 

of war, during which time there was still a hope for 

peace. Within that period the democratic nations 

worked for peace. While they worked for peace, they 

also prepared for war. If they had not worked for 

peace, they would have been accused of precipitating 

war, not only by the present enemies of democracy,

people£ but also by their own They prepared for war
later and more slowly than their enemies. Their final 

preparations had necessarily to await the hour that 

would gain for them the sanction of their parliaments. 

That hour came to Canada with the calling of the spe­

cial session of our parliament.

There begins the second period. The very strength 

of democracy in peace time became in some measure a 

handicap in war-time, and in preparations for war-time. 

When the shadow had deepened, the storm broke and war be-
-tZv-*

gan, Britain and Prance believed „that the war would be 
long. They still believe that they were right in that 

belief. They planned for at least a three-year war; four 

years were mentioned as a possibility. Hitler doubtless 
knows that he can only win a short war, Britain and France 
knew that they could only win a long war. They asked 

us to join with them in planning for a long wari Our
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first effort, therefore, while designed to make the greatest 
possible contribution at the beginning, was also planned so 
that, from month to month, man-power would grow, until at the 
critical time when accumulated strength became the decisive 
factor, it would be available to ensure victory.

The Third period is that of the Blitzkrieg — lightning 
war, as it is expressed in English, It accords with the plan 
which Hitler has all along had in mind. Save by those possessed 
of gangster instincts, Its possibility could never have been 
conceived. It aims to bring, one by one, under the iron heel 
of Nazi Germany, nation after nation, whether neutral or be­
lligerent, by methods of terrorism and barbarism unparalleled in 
warfare throughout the ages. This—Reverest of surprise^ Is 

all-important. The process was under way before the invasion 
of Poland. It began with the invasion of Austria and Czecho­
slovakia. It resulted in the destruction of Poland; it has 
been only too manifest in the conquest of Denmark and Norway, 
of Holland and Belgium. It is now seeking by lightning strokes 
to conquer France and Britain.

These two countries have been taken by surprise; not 
so much by sudden attack upon themselves — sudden attack 
was expected at the commencement of the war. The surprise 
has come by the swiftness, the magnitude and the ferocity of



the events that preceded them* No part of the world has been 
shocked by these tragic happenings more than this continent*
The loyalty of neutral nations to International law became the 
weapon with which a treacherous enemy struck at their hearts*
They had been sacrificed on the altar of their own neutrality*

The lightning warjrin Europe has forced Britain and France 
to view the whole situation In a different perspective* Their 
plans, and with them, our plans, have had to be changed, and 
quickened In the light of new and appalling developments. Con­
tributions of men, machines and material have had to be hasten­
ed, Dally Improvisations have become necessary and have been 
made. The movements of men and ships have had to be altered. 
Large additional sums of money have had to be found.

It Is, I fear, only too true that the magnitude and speed 
of action, the Immensity of the changes In the military situa­
tion, and the unparalleled horrors of the conflict have all but 
destroyed our sense of time. It Is difficult to realize that 
a month has not yet elapsed since Holland and Belgium were in­
vaded, The heroic resistance of these small nations to the Ger­
man onslaught, and the magnificent response of Britain and France

to
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their appeal for aid were absorbing the attention of 

the people of Canada when, just a week later, our new 

parliament met»

As we watched the spectacle of the German 

forces crushing Holland and Belgium under the full might 

of concentrated warfare, it was inevitable that an 

unparalleled intensity of feeling should develop through­

out the country# There developed equally naturally a 

tendency to measure our Canadian war effort in terms, 

not of long-range and carefully laid plans, but in terms 

of the terrible emergency of the moment# The unexpected 

rapidity with which the Nazi forces carried out their 

destructive advance naturally increased the tension and 

added to an inpatient if natural desire for additional 

immediate action#

The drmatic events in Europe seemed to 

obscure what Canada had done, and was doing to prosecute 

the war; they also enhanced the difficulty of presenting 

to Parliament and the people a clear picture of our war 

effort#

As was to be expected, there was an insistent 

demand that the government should 11 speed up” its war 

effort to meet the new situation# At that very time, 

the government itself was throwing its full energy into 

adapting our organization and adjusting our plans to

conform to



- 8 - 38300
conform to the swiftly changing scene in Europe* It was 

impossible to decide upon changes of plans until accurate 

) V info ma ti on could be secured from the battle front* Wheny
decisions were reached, some of them, for military reasons,

could not be announced immediately* Some have not been,

and can not yet be made public*

I should like to stress that everything that

has been done recently has been accomplished in the time

it has because that the foundations of our war effort were

well and truly laid* Many of the measures recently

announced could not have been taken earlier, because the

circumstances did not then call for emergency action of

the character recently under talc en* Terrible risks must

be taken to meet the present crisis - and Canada is sharing 
those risks - but we must bev/are of adding to necessary risks, 
the needless risk of abandoning plans to face a long and

bitter struggle in which staying power will, in the end,

be decisive* To allow our passionate feeling to degenerate

into unreasoning hysteria would be fatal to Canada1 s war

effort and a grave injury to the allied cause* You have

heard something in the last few days of what has been

done to meet the terrible emergency* It could only be

disclosed in Instalments, and sometimes not at all* Many

things must still remain secret* All disclosures must be

made at a time
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made at a time when they suit the allied needs# I could 
not tell Parliament and people, for example, of General 
McNaughton1 s visit to the front and of the preparation 
for our troops to embark for France, until the story of 
the epic achievement of the evacuation of Dunkirk was 
made known to the world# I could not tell of the despatch 
of our destroyers to England, until after they had 
arrived in British waters# Unfortunately, we have been 
and still are often precluded from saying a word of what 
we had been asked to do, and of what, in fact, we had 
done and were doing#

It may help to bring home to you all, a fuller 
appreciation of what has actually been accomplished if 
I summarize some of the results in terms of men, equipment 
and supply#

I should like, however, first to give you this
solemn assurance# We offered to the allies, in the name
of the people of Canada, all the additional assistance
in our power to help them to deal with the recent emergency#
We have made no restrictions# What we could do and have
done, what we can produce, what we can manufacture, has
been placed at their disposal to the utmost limit of our
capacity and strength# They have asked us to do a number
of things# We have soumit to do each one of them promptly,
completely, and without qualification# We have, on our 
own account, made additional offers and suggestions# Many 
of them have been accepted#

In the Army
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In the Army, when Belgium and Holland were invaded, 
we had 81,519 men of all ranks. We had one Division, with 
its ancillary troops, trained and equipped with motorized 
units on active service in England. Twenty-three thousand 
young Canadians were ready for embarkation to Norway or to 
Flanders whenever the word came from the Allied High Command.

A second Division of men, with necessary auxiliaries, 
amounting in all to 24,000 men, were completing their Canad­
ian training.

Strategic areas in Newfoundland were defended by this 
country's soldiers.

When the "Blitzkrieg", Hitler's lightning war began, 
we advanced the date of the despatch of our second Division. 
We did likewise with all reinforcements for the first Divi­
sion, who had not proceeded to Englandê We speeded the re­
cruiting of reinforcements for the second Division. We un­
dertook the formation of a Canadian corps in the field and 
provided the necessary corps troops. We decided to raise 
a third Division. The units have been announced, and re­
cruiting has begun.
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We formed a Veterans* Home Guard for the defence 

of our internal security, and have authorized the establish­
ment of additional veterans' reserves. We undertook to raise 
rifle battalions for a fourth Division, We have established 
a special training course for officers, and veteran officers, 

Canadian soldiers are today also on active duty 
in the West Indies and the North Atlantic,

In the Navy, ve began the month of May with 
6,6l4 officers and ratings, including 125 officers and 
100 ratings serving in the British Navy.

We had 94 vessels in commission.
We had 90 vessels under construction.
Our ships operated on both coasts, in West Indian 

waters, and convoyed ships from our shores and protected 
our harbours.

Since the course of the war changed, with the 
shock of uncontemplated suddenness, we have ordered the 
recruitment of 4,900 additional men. Every shipyard now 
wcrks to capacity. And today, by one of those strange 
changes of fate and fortune, our destroyers, willingly
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repaying a small part of an ancient debt, are helping to 
guard the shores of Britain, and vatch vith increasing 
vigilance for those who would violate her island freedom. 
I bade them Godspeed when they left with the same pride 
with which you and the people of Britain greeted their 
arrival.

Our Navy is a young navy. It has inherited 
great traditions; it is helping to create them.
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The Royal Canadian Air Force had no existence 

during the last war# At the beginning of May, it had a 
strength of 12,515 men# We had nine squadrons for home 
defence, one army cooperation squadron overseas, another 
completing its training in Canada, and reinforcements 
continuously preparing for active service in the Army 
Cooperation School,1

The Commonwealth Air Training Plan was pro­
ceeding in magnitude, training, and time in accordance 
with the predetermined plan#

The Nazis struck with all their power# Their 
swift advance was made possible by their numerical 
superiority in the air# We immediately sent overseas 
No# 112 Army Cooperation Squadron# We called up for 
immediate service 5,000 recruits for the Royal Canadian 
Air Force# We undertook to despatch overseas a fighter 
squadron <£ the Royal Canadian Air Force# We appointed 
a Minister to devote his entire time and attention to 
National Defence for Air#

We have hastened the construction of air fields
end hangars a year earlier than the time fixed under the 
Commonwealth plan#
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We have sent overseas a number of pilots 
recently graduated from Camp Borden, who were Intended 
to be used as instructors# Many of our own aeroplanes 
were sent to Britain# Aeroplanes of British manufacture, 
ordered five months before the outbreak of war, for our 
own Air Force, and which in the month of "war were on 

their way out of Canada, were, on our own instructions, 
stopped in mid-ocean and returned to Britain#

It has been stated that the Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan will be abandoned or postponed because of 
these changes# This is not true# It will yet be a 
deeivive Instrument of victory.

Of money, I will say no more than that the 
present appropriation for war purposes alone is 
$2,000,000 a day, an amount which will necessarily be 
increased as we continue to seek to meet exceptional 
needs#
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ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE
Situation as at May 10th:

A personnel strength of 12,315 all ranks.
A home defence establishment of nine squadrons•
One army co-ojberation squadron overseas, another 

completing training in Canada, with reinforcements being 
trained continuously in the Army Co-operation School#

Air Training Plan
Development proceeding according to schedule. 

Aircraft being received and personnel enlisted as planned.
Some twenty units, called for under the plan, 

established and in operation, including the four training 
command headquarters, the two manning depots, eleven schools 
and three equipment and repair depots.

Some twenty recruiting centres in operation 
throughout the country.

Emergency measures adopted since May 10;
Immediate despatch overseas of Number 112 Army 

Co-operation Squadron.
The calling up for service immediately of some 

5,000 recruits for the R.C.A.F., providing them with basic
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training before their absorption into the training scheme 
itself.

Undertook to despatch overseas very shortly a 
fighter squadron of the R.C.A.F#

Immediate despatch overseas of a number of pilots 
recently graduated from Camp Borden who were intended as 
instructors for the training plan.

Sent overseas certain aircraft of the R.C.A.F. in 
Canada and returned certain aircraft being sent to Canada 
by the United Kingdom and diverted to the R.A.F. certain 
other planes being manufactured in Canada for the R.C.A.F#

Established a separate Minister of National 
Defence for Air,

Appointed Air Vice Marshal Croil to be Inspector 
General of Air Forces, and Air Commodore Breadner Chief of 
Air Staff.
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May 31, 1940

Re: Radio broadcast

To stress the need of Canadian unity again*

I believe that under all this froth, the 

great body of the people are standing for unity•

I am prepared to go on#

You cannot grow “wheat" when you sow the seeds

of “tares"
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Following are excerpts from 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King’s 
speech over the national network 
of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation last night:

* * *

If new enemies oppose us we 
may be sure that old and new 
friends will arise to help us. The 
world-wide significance of the 
conflict is being realized in 
every land. You know how 
earnestly and vigorously the 
President of the United States 
has spoken in the name of 
humanity.

* * *

Every fort in Canada will be 
another Calais, and every harbor 
will be another Dunkerque, before 
the men and women of our land 
allow the light and the life of 
their Christian faith to be ex­
tinguished by the powers of evil, 
or yield their liberties to the 
tyranny of Nazi brutality.

* * *

Canada is called upon to 
accept a greater and higher 
responsibility. It was framed 
in living words by Mr. Churchill 
in his speech to the British 
House of Commons Tuesday 
last.

* * *

All is not dark in the skies above
us. The first series of enemy i
gains will not end this war any 
more than it ended other wars in 
which British and French fought 
side by side.

* * *

Panic, disunity, dissension are 
tine only enemies that can defeat 
us.

* * *

It (the Commonwealth air 
training plan) will yet be a de­
cisive instrument of victory.

* * *

The coming phase (of the 
war) will witness operations in 
entirely new theaters of war.
It Will most certainly be marked 
by conflicts between nations 
that thus far have escaped or 
avoided hostilities.

—The treachery that stabbed the F 
neutral nations killed neutrality 
itself with the same fell blow.

* * *

To allow our passionate feel­
ings to degenerate into unreason- j 
ing hysteria would be fatal to | 
Canada’s war effort and a grave
injury to the Allied cause.

* * *

Strategic areas in Newfound­
land were defended by this 
country’s soldiers. . . .

Canadian soldiers are today . . . 
on active duty in the West Indies 
and North Atlantic.
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KING PREDICTS 
AID OF‘FRIENDS'

Recalls Roosevelt’s Pronounce- 
meats ‘in Name oi Humanity’

ECHOES CHURCHILL CRY

Premier Says Canada Ac­
cepts New Responsibilities 

and Will Never Surrender

(Gazette Resident Correspondent.)
Ottawa, June 7.-—“If new enemies 

oppose us we may be sure that old 
and new friends will arise to help 
us,*' declared PpmL. Mimtiw 
kenzic Km tonight in a radio ad­
dress broadcast across Canada.

Mr. King pictured the fresh chal­
lenge to the resources of the demo­
cracies that might come with the 
addition of another foe, although 
he made no mention of Italy by 
name. Then he referred to Prime 
Minister Churchill's prediction that 
the New World would carry on the 
battle if the Allies met with re- j 
verses and said, “Canada is called J 
upon to accept a greater and higher \ 
responsibility, and this nation with 
all the strength of its youth, the 
wealth of its resources and the 
idealism of its freedom wijl proud­
ly accept its new responsibility.”

“The worldwide significance" of j 
the present war is bang realized 
in every land, the Prime Minister 
said. He recalled how "earnestly 
and vigorously the President of the 
United States has spoken in the 
name of humanity." Against Hit­
ler, Mr. King - declared, the con­
science of the civilized world is be­
coming arrayed and he added that, 
“tyranny will long remember the j 
power of that conscience.”

VOWS NO SURRENDER.
The Prime Minister hurled proud 

defiance at the enemy. He remind­
ed his listeners of the deeds of "the 
bravest men in the world" at 
Dunkerque and Calais and added:

“I speak the heart and mind of 
our country when I say that every 
port in Canada will be another Cal­
ais and every harbor another Dun­
kerque before the men and. women 
of our land allow the light and 
the life of their Christian faith to 
be extinguished by the powers of 
evil or yield their liberties to the 
tyranny of Nazi brutality."

Mr. King warned his hearers that 
"at this very hour the greatest of 
all battles in history is being waged 
within 70 miles of the city of Paris, 
and on its outcome may depend the 
future of France." but he reminded 
them that the element of surprise 
had now been spent and there 
should be no longer any real cause 
for alarm.

Because of the swiftness of enemy 
movements it had been necessary 
for the Allied forces to change 
their plans as swiftly. "Daily im­
provisations have become necessary 
and have been made," he said. "The 
movements of men and ships have 
had to be altered. Large additional 
sums of money have had to be 
found.”

It was natural, the Prime Minis­
ter admitted, that there should be 
a demand from Canadians that this 
country's war effort be speeded but 
he said that at the very time of 
these demands "the Government it­
self was throwing its full energy 
into adapting our organization and 
adjusting our plans to conform to 
the swiftly changing scene in Eu­
rope. Some decisions that were 
reached have been revealed, some 
have not been and cannot be yet 
made public."

ALLIES ALTER PLANS.
Mr. King explained that the Al­

lies had prepared for a long war 
and that Canada's preparations in 
the early stages of the conflict had 
been integrated with those of Bri­
tain and France. Hitler, however, 
had laid his plans for a short war 
and when the blitzkrieg began 
with the invasion of the Low Coun­
tries the Allied schedules had to be 
altered.

Canada had changed its plans as 
quickly as possible, he assured the 
nation, and had taken steps to 
speed the contribution of men, ma­
terials and machines.

“Many of the measures recently 
announced could not have been 
taken earlier," Mr. King declared, 
"because the circumstances did not 
then call for emergency action of 
the character recently undertaken.

Terrible risks must be taken to
meet the present crisis and Canada 
is sharing those risks. But we must 
beware of adding to necessary 
risks the needless risk of abandon­
ing plans to face a long and bitter 
struggle in which staying power 
will in the end be decisive."

"We offered to the Allies, in the 
name of Canada, all the additional 
assistance in our power to help 
them, to deal with the nresçnt em­
ergency." Mr. King assured the 
people. "Wc have made no restric­
tions. What we could do and have 
done, what we cap produce, what 
we can manufacture hâs been plac­
ed at their disposal to the utmost 
™ it °f our capacity and strength. 
They have asked us to do a number 
or things. We have sought to do 
each of them promptly, completely 
and without .qualification. We have 
on our account, made additional of­
fers and suggestions. Many of 
them have been accepted.”

Mr. King then reviewed the ex­
pansion of the military, naval and 
air efforts, and. referring to the 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan, 
said. "We have hastened the con­
struction of air fields and hangars 
a year earlier than the time fixed 
under the plan." He denied reports 

w"u Jho framing plan would be 
abandoned or postponed because of 
these changes It will vet be a 
sa id81 Ve mstrument of victory," he

435446
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If new enemies oppose us we 
may be sure that old and new 
friends will arise to help us. The 
world-wide significance of the con­
flict is being realized in every 
land. You know how earnestly 
and vigorously the President of 
the United States has spoken in 
the name of humanity.

Every fort in Canada will be 
another Calais, and every harbor 
will be another Dunkerque, be­
fore the men and women of our 
land allow the light and the life 
of their Christian faith to be ex­
tinguished by the powers of evil, 
or yield their liberties to the ty­
ranny of Nazi brutality.

Canada is called upon to ac­
cept a greater and higher re­
sponsibility. It was framed 
in living words by Mr. 
Churchill in his speech to the 
British House of Commons 
Tuesday last.
All is not dark in the skies above 

us. The first series of enemy 
gains will not end this war any 
more than it ended other wars 
in which British and French 
fought side by side.

Panic, disunity, dissension are 
the only enemies that can defeat 
us.

It (the Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan) will yet be a de­
cisive instrument of victory.

The coming phase (of the war) 
will witness operations in entirely 
new theatres of war. It will most 
certainly be marked by conflicts 
between nations that thus far have 
escaped or avoided hostilities.

The treachery that stabbed the 
neutral nations killed neutrality 
itself with the same fell blow.

To allow our passionate feel­
ings to degenerate into un­
reasoning hysteria would be 
fatal to Canada’s war effort 
and a grave injury to the Al­
lied cause.

Strategic areas in Newfoundland 
were defended by this country’s 
soldiers. . . .

Canadian soldiers arc today . . . 
on active duty in the West Indies 
and North Atlantic.



PRESS CLIPPINGS Office of
Ç> fy Prime Minister

Name of Publication____ Toronto Star_____________________

Date _________________ Jumo 8/40____

Subject___________________________________________________

EVERY FORT TO BE CALAIS 
MILKING SAYS OF CANADA

War Effort Quickened Long 
Before Public Demand,

Says Premier

NEW FOE, NEW ALLY

fly H. R. ARMSTRONG
Ottawa. June 8—“Every fort In 

Canada will be another Calais and 
every harbor another Dunkirk be­
fore the men and women of our 
land allow the life of their Chris­
tian faith to be extinguished by 
the powers of evil or yield their 
liberties to the tyranny of Nazi 
brutality." So. in ringing tones, did j 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
conclude a broadcast to the Cana­
dian people last night.

Other nations will soon be in the ! 
war. the prime minister said, "but | 
if new enemies oppose us we may | 
be sure that old and new friends 
will arise to help us ” He remind­
ed how "earnestly and vigorously’’
President Roosevelt recently spoke 
in the name of humanity on the 
issues of war.

“Wanton brutality has trans­
formed isolation of outlook .and 
neutrality in thought into mere 
empty words,” the prime minister 
said. “The treachery that stabbed 
neutral nations killed neutrality it­
self in the same foul blow.

“Everything the Allies had asked.
Canada had done promptly, com­
pletely and without reserve. The 
Canadian government, beyond that, 
has made additional offers and sug­
gestions, many of which had been 
accepted and are being carried out,” 
he said.

Even before the public began to 
demand it, the government had well 
under way the enlargement of the 
Dominion effort, he said.

Denying that, in giving urgent 
air aid to Britain now, the Empire 
air plan had been abandoned, the 
prime minister predicted the pro­
ject would be “a decisive instru- j 
ment of victory. J
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OTTAWA. ‘June 8—(C.P.) — 
Following is text of Premier 
Mackenzie King’s speech last 
night over the national network 
of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation:

Fellow Canadians:
I speak to you tonight in the 

midst of the most crowded 
weeks in human history. Barely 
a month has passed since Hol­
land and Belgium were first 
ravaged by lightning warfare in 
all its fury and frightfulness. 
Every succeeding day since their 
first heroic resistance has 
brought new shocks, new prob­
lems, and new duties to those in 
whose hands has been placed the 
task of defending freedom.

The brutal domination of Hoi-, 
land, the tragic surrender of 
Belgium,, the invasion of France, 
the capture of the Channel 
ports, have happened in such 
quick succession that the world 
has hardly had time to breathe. 
Today, Britain, no longer in 
island security, prepares to meet 
the invader across the narrow 
sea. At: this very hour, the 
greatest of all battles in history 
is being waged within 70 miles 
of the city of Paris. On its out­
come may depend the future of 
France.

As the world has been shaken 
to its foundations by the swift 
march of terrible events, nearly 
every emotion in the heart of 
eaph one of us has been pro­
foundly stirred. Hate for the 
inhuman oppressor, pity for the 
helpless and the homeless, pride 
for the brotherhood of the brave 
who have honored the lands 
of Britain and France that gave 
them birth.

One crisis had not passed be­
fore another has arisen in its 
place. Peril has been heaped 
upon peril. Who will say on 
wfi$ new horizon destruction 
may not loom tomorrow ?

Is it anv wonder that you. my 
fellow citizens, have in these 
days been concerned and impa­
tient. full of questionings and 
doubts? You would not be men 
and women if you had not been 
thus harassed and distracted.

Queries Answered
You have rightly been asking 

what has been done, and is being 
done, to help the cause to which 
we have freely pledged our honor 
and our strength. It is only nat­
ural that you should be worried 
about our fighting forces, about 
airplanes and equipment. It is 
only natural, too, that you should 
bo anxious about our internal 
security.

I intend tonight to speak of 
these things. I do not propose to 
apologize for democracy nor to 
direct my attention to criticisms. 
We cannot have the one without 
the other. My purpose rather, is 
to endeavor to help you if I can, 
amid all these sfrift changes in 
the scene, iû. JBui'ope £o «ee the 
conflict ^ true perspective, 
and with the conflict in its true 
perspective, the war effort of our 
own country. Unless we are to 
abandon altogether the basis

-k—:

upon which we have proceeded 
from the outset, our war effort 
must be kept properly related in 
time, nature and place, to that 
of the Allied powers.

We must never forget that 
freely, and as one people, we 
entered this war. As one nation 
we ranged ourselves on the side 
of freedom. As one nation we | 
fight today, and as one nation I 
we will fight to the end.

To help you gain a true per- j 
spective? may I remind you that ! 
the war itself did not commence i 
until September last. Nine 
months have not yet passed since 
Parliament authorized expendi- I 
turcs for active participation in * 1 
the war, and in particular for 
co-operation in Canada with the 
Allied powers in the theatres of 
war in Europe.

As regards the war, there are 
three periods which may be con­
sidered as separate apd distinct. 
There was the first period of 
what I might call the shadow of 
war, during which time there 
was still a hope for pence.

While they worked for peace, 
they also prepared for war. If 
they had not worked for peace, 
they would have been accused of 
precipitating war, not only by 
the present enemies of democracy, 
but. also by their own people.

They prepared for war later 
and more slowly than their ene­
mies. Their final preparations 
had necessarily to await the hour 
that: would gain for them the 

; Sanction of their parliaments.

That hour came to Canada with 
the calling of the special session 
of our Parliament.

Long War Planned
There begins the second period. 

The very strength of democracy 
in peace time became in some 
measure a handicap in war-time, 
and in preparations for war- 

i time. When the shadow had 
' deepened, the storm broke and 
j war began, Britain and France 
j believed that. I he war would be 
1 long. They still believe that the> 

wore right in that belief. The> 
planned for at least a three-year 
war; four years were mentioned 
as a possibility. Hitler doubtless 
knows that he can only win e 
short war. Britain and France 
knew that they could only win 
a long war. They asked us tc 
join with them in planning for 
a long war. Our first effort, 
therefore, while designed to make 
the greatest possible contribu­
tion at the beginning, was also 
planned so that, from month tc 
month, man-power would grow 
production would grow, output 
of muhitions and supplies would 
grow, until at. the critical time 
when accumulated strength be­
came the decisive factor, it 
would bo available to ensure 
victory.

The third period is that of the 
blitzkrieg—lightning war, as it is 
expressed in English. It accords 
with the plan which Hitler had 
all along in mind. Save by those 
possessed of gangster instincts, 
its possibility could never have 
been conceived.

It aims to bring, one by one, 
under the iron heel of Nazi Ger­
many, n a t i o n after nation, 
whether neutral or belligerent*, 
by methods of terrorism and bar­
barism unparalleled in warfare 
throughout the ages. This ele­
ment of surprise is all-important. 
The process was under way be­
fore the invasion of Poland. It; 
began with the invasion of 
Austria and Czecho-Slovakia. It 
resulted in the destruction of 
Poland; it has been only too 
manifest in the conquest of Den­
mark and Norway, of Holland 
and Belgium. It is now seeking 
by lightning strokes to conquer 
France and Britain.
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Text of Premier King's Speech 
On War Effort of Dominion

OTTAWA. ‘June 8—(C.P.) — 
I Following is text ol Premier 
; Mackenzie King's speech last 

I night out tin- national network 
of the Canadian Broadcasting 

E Corporation :
Fellow Canadians :
I speak to you tonight in the 

- midst of the most crowded 
i weeks in human history. Barely 

a month has passed since Hol­
land and Belgium were first 
ravaged by lightning warfare in 
all its fury and frightful ness. 
Every succeeding day since their 
first heroic resistance has 
brought new shocks, new prob- 

j lems, and new duties to those in 
whose hands has been placed the 

: task of defending freedom.
The brutal domination of Hol­

land. the tragic surrender of 
Belgium,-1 he invasion of France, 
the capture of the Channel 
ports, have happened in such 
quick succession that the world 
has hardly had time to breathe. 
Today, Britain, no longer in 
island security, prepares to meet 
the invader across I he narrow 
sea. At this ver\ hour, the 
greatest of all battles in history 
is being waged within 70 miles 
of the city of Paris. On its out­
come may depend the future of 
Fra nee.

As the world has been shaken 
to its foundations by 1 he swift 
march of terrible events, nearly 
every emotion in I he hear! of 
each one of us has been pro­
foundly stirred. Hate for I lie 
inhuman oppressor, pity for the 
helpless and the homeless, pride 
for the brotherhood of the bravo 
who have honored the lands 
of Britain and France that gave 
them birth.

One crisis had not passed be­
fore another has arisen in its 
place. Peril has been heaped 
in Km peril. Who will say on 
wlm. new horizon destruction 
may not. loom tomorrow?

Is it any wonder that you. my 
fellow citizens, have in these 
days been concerned and impa­
tient. full of questionings and 
doubts? You would not ho men 
and women if you bad not been 
thus harassed and distracted.

Oiirrivs AlbMt'iTtl
You have rightly been asking 

j what has been done, and is being 
done, to help the cause to which 
we have freely pledged our honor 
and our strength. It is only nat­
ural that you should be worried 
about our fighting forces, about 
airplanes and equipment. It is 
only natural, loo, that you should 
be anxious about our internal 
security.

T intend tonight to speak of 
these things. 1 do not propose to 
apologize for democracy nor to 
direct my attention to criticisms. 
We cannot have the one without 
the other. My purpose rather is 

I to endeavor to help you if 1 can, 
amid all these swift changes in 
I he scene in, .Europe ,1o sec the 
conflict. ,in Its. true perspective, 
and with the conflict in its true 
perspective, the war effort of our 
own country. Unless we are to 
abandon altogether the basis

upon which we have proceeded 
from the outset, our war effort 
must be kept properly related in 
time, nature and place, to that 
of the Allied powers.

We must never forget that 
freely, and as one people, we 
entered this war. As one nation 
we ranged ourselves on the side 
of freedom. As one nation we 
fight today, and as one nation 
we will fight lo the end.

To help you gain a true per­
spective; mây I remind you that
1 !to war itself did not. commence 
until September last. Nine 
months have not yet passed since 
Parliament authorized expendi­
tures for active participation in 
the war. and in particular for 
co-operation in Canada with the 
Allied powers in the theatres of 
war in Europe.

As regards the war, there are 
three periods which may be con­
sidered as separate and distinct. 
There was the first’ period of 
what 1 might call the shadow of 
war, during which time there 
was -u ill a hope for peace.

While they worked for peace, 
they also prepared for war. If 
they had not worked for peace.
1 hey would have been accused of 
precipitating war, not only by 
1 ho present enemies of democracy, 
bill also by their own people.

They prepared for war later 
and more slowly than their ene­
mies. Their final preparations 
had necessarily to await the hour 
that would gain for them the

notion of their parliaments.

1 hat hour came to Canaria with 
tlie calling of I he special session 
ol our Parliament.

I'Oiig Win- Planned
There begins the second period, 

j I he very strength of democracy 
in peace time became in some 
measure a handicap in war-time, 
and in preparations for war­
time. When the shadow had 
deepened, the storm broke and 
" ar began, Britain and France 
believed that the war would he 
long They still believe that they 
"ere right in that, belief. They 
planned for at least a three-year 
"ar; lour years wore mentioned 
as a possibility. Hitler doubtless 
l<n"v s that lie ran only win a 
short war. Britain and France 
knew that they could onlj win 
a long war. They asked us lo 
join with them in planning for 
a long war. Our first effort, 
therefore, w hile designed to make 
the greatest possible conlribu- 

. llon at the beginning, was also 
I planned so that, from month to 
i m°nlh, man-power would grow, ! 

produel ion would grow, output 
of munitions and supplies would ! 

! grow, until at the critical lime 
when accumulated strength he- j 
cunic l he decisive factor, it. 
would he available to ensure * 
victory.

The third period is that of the 
blitzkrieg- lightning war. as it is 
expressed in English. H accords 
vvitli the plan which Hitler had 
all along in mind. Save by those j 
possessed of gangster instincts, | 
its possibility could never have 
been conceived.

it aims to bring, one by one, 
11,1(1,1 1 he iron heel of Nazi Ger- 
manv, nation after nation, j 
whether neutral or belligerent. * 1 
by methods of terrorism and bar­
barism unparalleled in warfare 
throughout the ages. This ole- i 
meni ol surprise is all-important, j 
J nc process was under wav be- I 
Ole tile invasion of Poland. It 

began with the invasion of 
Austria and Gzecho-Slovakia. It 
icsultod m the destruction of 
inland, it has been only too 1 
manifest in the conquest of Den- 
mark and Norway, of Holland
5n rBu!gmm- 11 is now seeking 
h> lightning strokes to conquer 
France and Britain.
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These two countries have been 
taken by surprise; not so much 
by sudden attack upon them­
selves—sudden attack was ex­
pected at the commencement of 
the war. The surprise has come 
by the swiftness, the magnitude 
and the ferocity of the events 
that preceded them. No part of 
the world has been shocked by 
these tragic happenings more 
than this continent. The loyalty 
of neutral nations to interna­
tional law became the weapon 
with which a treacherous enemy 
struck at their hearts. They 
had been sacrificed on the altar 
of their own neutrality.

Perspective Changed
The lightning war in Europe 

has forced Britain and France 
to view the whole situation in a 
different perspective. Their

Elans, and with them, our plans, 
ave had to be changed, and 
quickened in the light of new 

and appalling developments. 
Contributions of men, machines 
and material have had to be 
hastened. Daily improvisations 
have become necessary and have 
been made. The movements of 
men and ships have had to be 
altered. Large additional sums 
of money have had to be found.

It is, I fear, only too true that 
the magnitude and speed of ac­
tion, the immensity of the 
changes in the military situation, 
and the unparalleled horrors of 
the conflict have all but de­
stroyed our sense of time. It is 
difficult to realize that a • onth 
has not yet elapsed since Hol­
land and Belgium were invaded. 
The heroic resistance of these 
small nations to the German on­
slaught, and the magnificent re­
sponse of Britain and France to 
their appeal for aid were ab­
sorbing the attention of the peo­
ple of Canada when, just a week 
later, our new Parliament met.

As we watched the spectacle 
of the German forces crushing 
Holland and‘'Belgium under the 
full might of concentrated war­
fare, it was inevitable that an 
unparalleled intensity of feeling 
should develop throughout the 
country. There developed 
equally naturally a tendency to 
measure our Canadian war effort 
in terms, not of long-range and 
carefully laid plans, but in terms 
of the terrible emergency of the 
moment. The unexpected rap­
idity with which the Nazi forces 
carried out their destructive ad­
vance naturally increased the 
tension and added to an impati­
ent if natural desire for addi­
tional immediate action.

11le-nrwmatic events in Europe 
seemed to obscure what Canada 
had done, and was doing to pro­
secute the war; they also en­
hanced the difficulty ot present­
ing to Parliament §nd the peo­
ple a clear picture ot our war
CfAsrtwas to be expected there 
was an insistent de«and thaït the 
Government should speed up 
its war effort to meet the new 
situation. At that very time, the 
Government itself was throwing

its full energy into adapting our 
organization and adjusting ou.r 
plans to conform to the swiftly 
changing scenetln Europe. It was 
impossible to decide upon changes 
of plans until accurate informa­
tion could be secured from the 
battle front. When decisions 
were reached, some of them, for 
military reasons, could not be 
announced immediately. Some 
have not been, and can not yet 
be made public.

asked to do, and of what, in fact, 
we had done and were doing..

It may help to bring home to 
you all, a fuller appreciation of 
what has actually been accom­
plished if I summarize some of 
the results in terms of men, 
equipment and supply.

I should like, however, first to 
give you this solemn assurance. 
We offered to the Allies, in the 
name of the people of Canada, 
all the additional assistance in 
our power to help them to deal 
with the recent emergency. We 
have made no restrictions. What 
we could do and have done, what 
we can produce, what we can 
manufacture, has been placed at 
their disposal to the utmost limit 
of our capacity and strength. ! 
They have asked us to do a num­
ber of things. Wo have sought to 
do each one of thorn promptly, 
completely, and without qualifi­
cation. We have, on our own ac­
count, made additional offers 
and suggestions. Many of them 
have been accepted.

Secrecy Necessary
I should like to stress that 

everything that has been done 
recently has been accomplished 
in the time it has because the 
foundations of our war effort 
were well and truly laid. Many 
of the measures recently an­
nounced could not have been 
taken earlier, because the cir­
cumstances did not then call for 
emergency action of the char­
acter recently undertaken. Ter­
rible risks must be taken to meet 
the present, crisis—and Canada is 
sharing those risks—but we must 
beware of adding to necessary 
risks, the needless risk of aban­
doning plans to face a long and 
bitter struggle in which staying 
power will, in the end, be de­
cisive.

To allow our passionate feeling 
to degenerate into unreasoning 
hysteria would be fatal to Can­
ada’s war effort and a grave in­
jury to the Allied cause. You 
have heard something in the last 
few days of what has been done 
to meet the terrible emergency. 
It could only be disclosed in in­
stalments, and sometimes not at 
all. Many things must still 
remain secret. All disclosures 
must be made at a time when 
they suit th« Allied needs. I 
could not tell Parliament and 
people, for example, of General 
McNaughton’s visit to the front 
and of the preparation for our 
troops to embark for France, 
until the story of the epic 
achievement of the evacuation of 
Dunkirk was made known to the 
world. I could not tell of the dis­
patch of our destroyers to Eng­
land, until after they had ar­
rived in British waters. Unfor­
tunately, we have been and still 
are often precluded from saying 
a wdrd or what we had been

Army Increased
In the army, when Belgium 

and Holland were invaded, we 
had 81,519 men of all ranks. We 
had one division, with its ancil­
lary troops, trained and equipped 
with motorized units on active 
service in England. Twenty- 
three thousand young Canadians 
were ready for embarkation to 
Norway or to Flanders whenever 
the word came from the Allied 
High Command.

A 2nd Division of men, with 
necessary auxiliaries, amount­
ing in all to 24,000 men, were 
completing their Canadian train­
ing.

Strategic areas in Newfound­
land were defended by this coun­
try’s soldiers.

When the “blitzkrieg,” Hitler’s 
lightning war began, we ad­
vanced the date of the dispatch 
of our 2nd Division. We did 
likewise with all reinforcements 
for the 1st Division, who had not 
proceeded to England. We 
speeded the reinforcements for 
the 2nd Division. We undertook 
the formation of a Canadian 
Corps in the field and provided 
the necessary corps troops. We 
decided to raise a 3rd Division. 
The units have been announced 
and recruiting has begun.

We formed a veteran’s Home 
Guard for thejlef««|jpe of our in­
ternal Jttd have ‘ au-

•f stMÉtiU£Gnt a of 
epyanjy WMfltf|p». We

vfosBflise rlntThatralions 
h Division. We have 

establishèd a special training 
course for officers and veteran 
officers.

tho 
addi 
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for a
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! Canadian soldiers are today 
also on active duty in the West 
Indies and the North Atlantic.

In the Navy, we began the 
month of May with 6,614 officers 
and ratings, including 125 offi- 

I cers and ratings, including 125 
I officers and 100 ratings serving 
j in the British Navy.

We had 94 vessels in commis- i 
sion.

We had 90 vessels under con­
struction.

Both Coasts Guarded
Our ships operated on both 

coasts, in West Indian waters, 
and convoyed ships from our 
shores and protected our har­
bors.

Since the course of the war 
changed, with the shock of un­
contemplated suddenness, we 
have ordered the recruitment of 
4,900 additional men. Every 
shipyard now works to capacity. 
And today, by one of those 
strange- changes of fate and for­
tune, our destroyers, willingly 
repaying a small part of an an­
cient debt, are helping to guard 
the shores of Britain, and watch 
with increasing vigilance for 
those who would violate her 
island freedom. I bade them 
Godspeed when they left with 
the same pride with which you 
and the people of Britain greeted 
their arrival.

Our Navy is a young navy. It 
has inherited great traditions; it 
is helping to create them.

The Royal Canadian Air Force 
had no existence during the last 
war. At the beginning of May, 
it had a strength of 12,315 men. 
We had nine squadrons for home 
defence, one army co-operation 
squadron overseas, another com­
pleting its training in Canada, 
and reinforcements continuously

preparing for active service in 
the Army co-operation school.

The Commonwealth Air Trail­
ing plan was proceeding in mag­
nitude, training, and time in ac­
cordance with the predetermined 
plan.

The Nazis struck with all their 
power. Their swift advance was 
made possible by their numerical 
superiority in the air. We im­
mediately sent overseas No. 112 
Army Co-operation Squadron. 
We called up for immediate ser­
vice 5,000 recruits for the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. We under­
took to dispatch overseas a 
fighter squadron of the ' Royal 
Canadian Air * Force. We ap­
pointed a Minister to devote his 
entire time and attention to 
national defence for air.

T1---------------------------

We have hasuBted the con­
struction of airw fields and 
hangars a year earlier than the 
time fixed under the Common­
wealth plan.

We have sent overseas a num­
ber of pilots recently graduated 
from Camp Borden, who were 
intended to be used as instruc­
tors. Many of our own airplanes 
were sent to Britain. Airplanes 
of British manufacture, ordered 
five months before the outbreak 
of war, for our own Air Force, 
and which in the month of war 
were on their way out to Can­
ada, were, on our own instruc­
tions, stopped in mid-ocean and 
returned to Britain.

It has been stated that the 
Commonwealth Air training plan 
will be abandoned or postponed 
because of these changes. This 
is not true. It will yet be a deci­
sive instrument of victory.

Of money, 1 will say no more 
than that the present appropria-
«o°SnnnLwar Purposes alone is 
$2000,000 a day, an amount 
which will necessarily be in­
creased as we continue to seek 
to meet exceptional needs.

I have told you these things 
because it is difficult amid all the 
news and distractions of war 
for anyone in Canada to obtain a 
clear picture at one time of what
Uon mg done to meet t,le situa-y

The Government is devoting all 
its energy, and marshalling all 
resources to meet the threat to
fMnnI.neitw We !leed your con- 
f den ce. We need the construc-
1EïJîel'Ç of every Canadian. In 
steadfastness and courage re­
mains the hope of human liberty. 
Panic, dissension, disunity, are 
the only enemies that can ciefeat

Confidence Voiced
All is not dark in the skies 

above us. The first series of 
enemy gains will not end this 
war, any more than it ended 
other wars in which the British 
a«. PeoPles have fought
side by side. The enemy’s tactics 
his weapons, his strength are now 
known They surprised us. They 
will not defeat us. y
ofInthïe light«of a,! that is known 
,0/ the situation as it is shaping
itself in Europe today, I feel I

be«, r^F my ful1 fluty 
aît,thlSjtlme’ lf 1 did not speak of 
other dangers which threaten.

I began by distinguishing three 
Phases of the war. is difficult 
^IieJ*AkaAWe "re not at this 

P1 the beginning of a 
J^naf®*, , Our attention 

fronl the outset has been directed 
to.iÇiermany as the sole enemy, 
aîl° to her effort to destrov 
Britain and France.

Thn nnmin~ - »-

-*t- vvnuug pnase will witness 
I operations in entirely new 
; theatres of war. It will most 
I certainly be marked by conflict 
i between nations that, thus far 

have escaped or avoided hostili­
ties. How sudden or how exten­
sive these new developments may 
be, no one can say.

What I wish to make clear Ts, 
that if at. any moment we learn 
that fresh hostilities have 
broken out, on however terrible 
a scale, there is no reason why 
fresh fears should occasion un­
due alarm. We shall have, of 
course, to assess anew what may 
he necessary on our part to 
meet the demands of the new 
situation. New events will de­
mand new measures, but we will 
do well to continue to keep the 
situation as a whole, in its true 
perspective.

New Détermination
While not under-estimating 

the dangers that threaten from 
other coasts and other seas, let 
us remember that against, the 
perils of the present and the 
future are arrayed a new 
realization on the part, of all 
free peoples of the nature of the 
conflict, and a new determina­
tion to spare no effort and no 
sacrifice in the indomitable will 
to conquer. If democracy lacked 
foresight and audacity in the 
past, as the Premier of France 
said yesterday, those days are 
over.

The German territorial ad­
vances contain within them­
selves elements of weakness. 
Economic blockade and contra­
band control can, and will, now 
be exercised with increasing and 1 
more effective pressure. Dis­
regard for the strength and the 
ruthlessness of the enemy, lack 
of preparation to meet the de­
mands of modern mechanized 
warfare, the suspense of waiting 
for an enemy who shrinks from 
no violation of right, and no 
manifestation of terror, all these 
things have passed away.

Discipline has come to us all, 
not. from without, but from 
within. Wanton brutality has 
transformed isolation of outlook, 
and neutrality of heart, into 
mere empty words. The treach­
ery that stabbed the neutral 
nations killed neutrality itself 
with the same fell blow.

If new enemies oppose us, we 
may be sure that old and new 
friends will arise to help us. The 
world-wide significance of the 
conflict is being realised Jn every 
land. You know how earnestly .
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Canadian soldior.s avo today 
! also on ari i\c duly in the West 
! Indies and 1 he North Atlantic.

In 1 he Navy, we began the 
I month of May with 6,614 officers 
| and ratings, "including 125 ofl'i- 
! vers and ratings, including 125 

officers and lot) ratings serving 
in the British Navy.

| We had 94 vessels in commis- 
j sion.

We had DO vessels under con- 
j st ruction.

Both Coasls Guarded
Our ships operated on both 

: coasts, in West Indian waters, 
and convoyed ships from our 

j shores and protected our har- 
j bo rs.

Since the course of the war 
changed, with the shock of un­
contemplated suddenness, we 
have ordered the recruitment of 
4,900 additional men. Every 
shipyard now works to capacity. 
And today, by one of those 
strange- changes of fate and for­
tune, our destroyers, willingly 
repaying a small part; of an an­
cient: debt, are helping to guard 
the shores of Britain, and watch 
with increasing vigilance for 
those who would violate her 
island freedom. I bade them 
Godspeed when they left with 
the same pride with which you 
and the people of Britain greeted 
their arrival.

Our Navy is a young navy. II 
has inherited great traditions; it 
is helping to create them.

The Royal Canadian Air Force 
had no existence during the last 
war. At the beginning of May, 
it had a strength of 12,315 men. 
Wo had nine squadrons for home 
defence, one army co-operation 
squadron overseas, another com­
pleting its training in Canada, 
and reinforcements continuously

preparing for active service in 
the Army co-operation school.

The Commonwealth Air Train­
ing plan was proceeding in mag­
nitude, training, and time in ac­
cordance with the predetermined 
plan.

The Nazis struck with all their 
power. Their swift, advance was 
made possible hv their numerical 
superiority in the air. We im­
mediately sent overseas No. 112 
Army Co-operation Squadron. 
We called up for immediate ser­
vice 5.000 recruits for the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. We under­
took to dispatch overseas a 
fighter squadron of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. We ap­
pointed a Minister to devote his 
entire time and attention to 
national defence for air.

4-4

I »*
We have hnsfbhcd the con­

struction of ait*" fields and 
hangars a year earlier than the 
time fixed under the Common­
wealth plan.

We have sent overseas a num­
ber of pilots recently graduated 
from Camp Borden, who were 
intended to he used as instruc­
tors. Many of our own airplanes 
were sent to Britain. Airplanes 
of British manufacture, ordered 
five months before the outbreak 
of war, for our own Air Force, 
and which in the month of war 
wore on their way out to Can­
ada. were, on our own instruc­
tions, stopped in mid-ocean and 
returned to Britain.

It has been stated that the 
Commonwealth Air training plan 
will be abandoned or postponed 
because of these changes. This 
is not true. It will yet he a deci­
sive instrument; of victory.

Ol money, I will say no more 
than that the present appropria­
tion for war purposes alone is 
ft-001),000 a day, an amount 
" bich will necessarily he in­
creased as we continue to seek 
to meet exceptional needs.

I have told you these things 
because it is difficult amid all the 
J?0US «lui distractions of war 
for anyone in Canada to obtain a 
clear picture at one time of what
Uon?mg d°ne to mcet ihe «'tua-,

The Government is devoting all 
Is energy, and marshalling all 

iesoui'ces to meet the threat h, 
oui liberty. We need your con­
fidence We need the construe- 
*lvV, J}0'1? 01 Canadian. jn steadfastness and courage rc- 
mams the hope of human liberty 
Janie, dissension, disunity, are 
the only enemies that can ‘defeat

Gonfidenrr Voiced
All is not dark in the skies 

above us. The first series of 
enemy gains will not end this 
vY,ir' any than it endedother wars in which the British 
and I* reneh peoples have fought 
side by side. The enemy’s tactics 
his weapons, his st rength are now 
Known I hoy surprised us. They 
will not defeat us y
oPInthoeJighi.ofa11 that is known
RLif in Fnl,on as jl is shaping 
itself in Europe today, I fe‘ | i
wou d not be doing my full duty 
« this time, if 1 did not speak of « 
other dangers which threaten.
nil,*,«««?"?iy dis,ineuishing three 
phases of the war. ft js difficult 
to believe that we me not nt thi 

1,10 beginning ol a
from ih pha.se-. , °ur attention 
nom the outset has been directed 
to Germany as f he sole enemy 
2nl ° her effort to destrdv Britain and France.

Tlln finwl-- '

.... vw.iiiug pause will witness 
operations in entirely new 
theatres of war. It will most 
certainly bo marked by conflict 
between nations that ‘thus far 
bave escaped or avoided hostili­
ties. IIow sudden or how exten­
sive these new developments may 
be. no one can say.

What i wish to make clear is, 
that if at any moment we learn 
that fresh hostilities have 
broken out, on however terrible 
a scale, there is no reason why 
fresh fears should occasion un­
due alarm. We shall have, <.f 
course, to assess anew what may 
be necessary on our part to 
meet the demands of the new 
situation. New events will de­
mand new measures, but we will 
do well to continue to keep the 
situation as a whole, in its true 
perspective.

N<*\v Delvrmmalmn
While not under-estimating 

the dangers that threaten from 
other coasts and other seas, let. 
us remember that against, the 
perils of Ihe present and the 
future are arrayed a new- 
real izat ion on the part of all 
free peoples of the nature of the 
conflict, and a new determina­
tion to spare no effort and no 
sacrifice in the indomitable will 
to conquer. If democracy lacked 
foresight and audacity in the 
post, as the Premier of France 
said yesterday, those days are 
over.

The German territorial ad­
vances contain within them­
selves elements of weakness. 
Economic blockade and contra­
band control can, and will, now 
be exercised with increasing and 
more effective pressure. Dis­
regard for the strength and the 
ruthlessness of the enemy, lack 
of preparation to meet the de­
mands of modern mechanized 
warfare, the suspense of waiting 
for an enemy who shrinks from 
no violation of right, and no 
manifestation of terror, all these 
things have passed away.

Discipline has come to us all, 
not from without, hut from 
within. Wanton brutality has 
transformed isolation of outlook, 
and neutrality of heart, into 
mere empty words. The treach­
ery that stabbed the neutral 
nations killed neutrality itself 
with the same fell blow.

If new enemies oppose us. we 
may be sure that old and new 
friends will arise W help us. The 
world-wide significance of the 
conflict is being realized in every 
land. You know how earnestly
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and vigorously the President/of 
the United States has sipCken 
in the name of humanitj^There 
has been mobilized in the cause 
of .freedom, the conscience of 
the civilized world, and tyranny 
will long remember the power of 
that conscience, and the final 

| effect of the world's condemna­
tion upon the forces of evil.

Higher Responsibility
Canada is called upon to accept 

1 a. greater and higher responsi- 
: bilit.y. It was framed in living 
j words by Mr. Churchill in his 
! speech to the British House of 

Commons on Tuesday last. This 
nation with all the strength of 
its youth, the wealth of its re­
sources, and the idealism of its 
freedom, will proudly accept its 

! new responsibility. We are the 
| bridge between the Old World 
j and the New; the bridge which 

joins the new freedom of the 
I North American Continent with 
i the ancient freedom of Britain 

which gave it birth. We will 
stand résolu! e to defend its 

: approaches and its abuttments.
From the harbor of Dunkirk 

and from the citadel of Calais 
the bravest men in the world 
battled their way home to fight 
again for liberty and goodness 
and mercy.

To the making of Canada have 
come the same chivarly of France 
and the same gallantry of British 
which fashioned the glory of that, 
triumph of heroism. I speak the 
heart and mind of our country 
when I say that every fort in 
Canada will be another Calais, 
and every harbor will be another 
Dunkirk, before the men and 
women of our land allow the 
light and the life of their 
Christian faith to be extinguished 
by the powers of evil, or yield 
.their liberties to the tyranny of
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“ TEXT OF PRIME MINISTER KING'S

BROADCAST
Ottawa, June 7.—,(P.—Following 

is text of Prime Minister Mac­
kenzie King's speech tonight over 
the national network of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corpora­
tion:

Fellow Canadians:
I speak to you tonight in the 

midst of the most crowded weeks 
in human history. Barely a month 
has passed since Holland and 
Belgium were first ravaged by 
lightning warfare in all its fury 
and frightfulness. Every suc­
ceeding day since their first 
heroic resistance has brought new 
shocks, new problems, and new 
duties to those in whose hands 
has been placed the task of de­
fending freedom.

The brutal domination of Hol­
land, the tragic surrender of 
Belgium, the invasion of France, 
the capture of the Channel ports, 
have happened in such quick 
succession that the world has 
hardly had time to breathe. To­
day. Britain, no longer in island 
security, prepares to meet the 
invader across the narrow sea. | 
At this very hour, the greatest of I 
all battles in history is being 
waged within 70 miles of the city 
of Paris. On its outcome may de­
pend the future of France.

As the world has been shaken 
to its foundations by the swift i 
march of terrible events, nearly 
every emotion in the heart of 
each one of us has been pro­
foundly stirred. Hate for the in­
human oppressor, pity for the 
helpless and the homeless, pride 
for the brotherhood of the brave 
who have honored the lands of 
Britain and France that gave 
them birth.

CRISES MULTIPLY.
One crisis has not passed be­

fore another has arisen in its 
place. Peril has been heaped 
upon peril. Who will say on what 
new horizon destruction may not 
loom tomorrow?

Is it any wonder that you, my 
follow citizens, have in these days 
been concerned and impatient, 
full of questionings and doubts. 
You would not be men and wo­
men if you had not been thus 
harassed and distracted. No one 
could have British or French 
blood in his veins and know, as 
we in Canada know, what Britain 
and France mean to the cause of 
free men, without having his na­
ture stirred to its depths by all 
these things.

You have rightly been asking | 
what has been done, and is being j 
done, to help the cause to which ! 
we have freely pledged our honor 
and our strength. It is only na­
tural that you should be worried 
about our fighting forces, about 
airplanes and equipment. It is 
only natural, too. that you should 
be anxious about our internal 
security.

I intend tonight to speak of 
these things. I do not propose to 
apologize for democracy nor to 
direct my attention to criticisms. 
Wo cannot have the one without 
the other. M.v purpose rather is 
to endeavour to help you if I can. 
amid all these swift changes in 
the scene in Europe to see the 
conflict: in its true perspective, 
and with the conflict in it.s true 
perspective, the war effort of our 
own country. Unless we are to 
abandon altogether the basis upon 
which we have proceeded from , 
the outset, our war effort must be 
kept properly related in time 
nature and place, to that of the 
Allied powers.

We must never forget that free­
ly, and as one people, we entered 
this war. As one nation we rang­
ed ourselves on the' side of free­
dom. As one nation we fight to­
day. and as one nation we will 
fight to the end.

TRACES DEVELOPMENTS.
To help you gain a true per­

spective, may I remind you that 
the war itself did not commence 
until September last. Nine months j 
have not yet passed since Parlia- : 
ment authorized expenditures for j 
active participation rn the war, I 
and in particular for co-operation 1 
in- Canada with the Allied powers | 
in the theatres of war in Europe, j 

As regards the war. there are 
three periods which may be con­
sidered as separate and distinct. ' 
There was the first period of j 
what I might call the shadow of 1 
war, during which time there was I 
still a hope for peace.

While they worked for peace, 
they also prepared for war. If 
they had not worked for peace, ! 
they would have been accused of 
precipitating war, not only by the 
present enemies of democracy, 
but also by their own people.

They prepared for war later 
and more slowly than their ene­
mies. Their final preparations had 
necessarily to await the hour that 
would gain for them the sanction 
of their Parliaments. That hour 
came to Canada with the calling 
of the special session of our Par­
liament.

There begins the second period. 
The very strength of democracy 
in peace time became in some 
measure a handicap in war time, 
and in preparations for war time. 
When the shadow had deepened, 
the storm broke and war began, j 
Britain and France believed that J 
the war would be long. They still j 
believe that they were right in j 
that belief. They planned for at I 
least a three-year war; four years 
were mentioned as a possibility. 
Hitler doubtless knows that he 
can only win a short war. Britain 
and France knew that they could 
only win a long war. They asked j 
us to join with them in planning 
for a long war.

Our first effort, therefore, while 
designed to make the greatest 
possible contribution at the be­
ginning, was also planned so that, 
from month to month, manpower 
would grow, production would 
grow, output of munitions and 
supplies would grow, until at the 
critical time when accumulated 
strength became the decisive fac­
tor, it would be available to en­
sure victory.

BLITZKRIEG BEGINS.
The third period is that of the 

blitzkrieg — lightning war, as it 
is expressed in English. It aVcords 
with the plan which Hitler had all 
along had in mind. Save by those 
possessed of gangster instincts, its 
possibility could never have been 
conceived.

It aims to bring, one by one, 
under the iron heel of Nazi Ger­
many, nation after nation, whe­
ther neutral or belligerent, by 
methods of terrorism and barbar­
ism unparalleled in warfare 
throughout the ages. This element 
of surprise is all - important. 
The process was under way be­
fore the invasion of Poland. It 
began with the invasion of Aus­
tria and Czechoslovakia. It result­
ed in the destruction of Poland; 
it has been only too manifest in 
the conquest of Denmark and 
Norway, of Holland and Belgium.
It is now seeking by lightnir*;*
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strokes to conquer France and
Britain.

These two countries have been 
taken by surprise; not so much 

by sudden attack upon them­
selves — sudden attack was ex­
pected at the commencement of 
the war. The surprise has come 
by the swiftness, the magnitude 
and the ferocity of the events j 
that preceded them.

No part of the world has been 
shocked by these tragic happen­
ings more than this continent. 
The loyalty of neutral nations to 
international law became the 
weapon with which a treacherous 
enemy struck at their hearts. 
They had been sacrificed on the \ 
altar of their own neutrality.

The lightning war in Europe 
has forced Britain and France to 
view the whole situation in a 
different perspective. Their 
plans, and with them, our plans, 
have hud to be changed, and 
quickened in the light of new 
and appalling developments. 
Contributions of men, machines 
and material have had to be 
hastened. Daily improvisations 
have become necessary and have 
been made. The movements of 
men and ships have had to be 
altered. Large additional sums 
of money have had to be found.

SENSE OF TIME GONE.
It is, I fear, only too true that 

the magnitude and speed of ac­
tion, the immensity of the 
changes in the military situation, 
and the unparalleled horrors of 
the conflict have all but destroy­
ed our sense of time. It is diffi­
cult to realize that a month has 
not yet elapsed since Holland and 
Belgium were invaded. The 
heroic resistance of these small 
nations to the German onslaught, 
and the magnificent response of 
Britain and France to their ap­
peal for aid were absorbing the 
attention of the people of Canada 
when, just a week later, our new 
Parliament met.

As we watched the spectacle 
of the German forces crushing 
Holland and Belgium under the 
full might of concentrated war­
fare, it was inevitable that an 
unparalleled intensity of feeling 
should develop throughout the 
country. There developed equal­
ly naturally a tendency to mea- | 
sure our Canadian war effort in j 
terms, not of long-range and j 
carefully laid plans, but in terms ! 
of the terrible emergency of the 
moment. The unexpected rapid­
ity with which the Nazi forces 
carried out their destructive ad­
vance naturally increased the 
tension and ' added to an impa­
tient if natural desire for addi­
tional immediate action.

Tlïë dramatic events in Europe
seemed to obscuhe what Canada 
had done, and was doing to prose­
cute. the war; they also enhanced 
the difficulty of presenting to 
Parliament and the people a clear 
picture of our war effort.

SOME DECISIONS SECRET.
As was to be expected, there 

was an insistent demand that the 
Government should "speed up" its 
war effort to meet the new situa­
tion. At the very time, the Gov­
ernment itself was throwing its 
full energy into adapting our 
organization and adjusting our 
plans to conform to the swiftly 
changing scene in Europe. It was 
impossible to decide upon changes 
of plans until accurate informa­
tion could be secured from the 
battle front. When decisions were 
reached, some of them, for mili­
tary reasons, could not be an­
nounced immediately. Some have 
not been, and can not yet be 
made public.

I should like to stress that 
everything that has been done 
recently has been accomplished in 
the time it has because the 
foundations of our war effort 
were well and truly laid. Many 
of the measures recently an­
nounced could not have been 
taken earlier. because the cir­
cumstances did not then call for 
emergency action of the charac­
ter recently undertaken. Terrible 
risks must be taken to meet the 
present crisis—and Canada is 
sharing those risks—but wc must 
beware of adding to necessary 
risks. 'he needless risk of 
abandoning plans to face a long 
and bitter struggle in which stay­
ing power will, in the end, be de­
cisive.
To allow our passionate feeling 

to degenerate into unreasoning 
hysteria would be fatal to Can­
ada's war effort and a grave in­
jury to the Allied cause. You 
have heard something in the last 
few days of what has been done 
to meet the terrible emergency. 
It could only be disclosed in in­
stalments, and sometimes not at 
all. Many things must still re­
main secret. All disclosures must 
be made at a time when they suit 
the Allied needs.

I could not tell Parliament and 
people, for example, of General 
McNaughton's visit to the front 
and of the preparation for our 
troops to embark for France, un­
til the story of the epic achieve­
ment of the evacuation of 
Dunkerque was made known to 
the world. I could not tell of the 
despatch of our destroyers to 
England until after they had ar­
rived in British waters. Unfor­
tunately, we have been and still 
are often precluded from saying 
a word of what we had been ask­
ed to do. and of what, in fact, we 
had done and were doing.

TOLLS WHAT WAS DONE.
It may help to bring home to I 

you all a fuller apnreciation of 
what has actually been accom- 

I Pushed if f summarize some of 
the results in terms of men. 
equipment and supply.

I should like, however, first to 
f.lrvc you this solemn assurance. 
We offered to the Allies, in the 

of 1,1 e .P^Plc of Canada, 
all the additional assistance in 

; °ur power to help them to deal i 
with the recent emergency. Wc 
have made no restrictions'. What 1 
we could do and have done. ' 
what wc can produce, what we ! 
can manufacture, has been placed j 
at their disposal to the utmost ! 
limit of our capacity and strength. 
They have asked us to do a num­
ber of things. Wc have sought 
to do each one of them promptly 
completely and without qualifi­
cation. We have, on our own ac­
count. made additional offers and 
suggestions. Many of them have 
been accepted.

In the army, when Belgium 
and Holland were invaded, we 
had 81.510 men of all ranks. Wc 
had one division, with ils ancil­
lary troops, trained and equip­
ped with motorized units on ac­
tive service in England. Twenty- 
ihree thousand young Canadians 
were ready for embarkation to 
Norway or to Flanders whenever 
the word came from the Allied 
High Command.

A Second Division of men. with 
necessary auxiliaries, amounting

in all to 24,000 men, were com­
pleting their Canadian training.

Strategic areas in Newfound­
land were defended by this coun­
try's soldiers.

When the “blitzkrieg,"' Hitler's 
lightning war began, we advanc­
ed the date of the despatch of 
our Second Division. Wc did like­
wise with all reinforcements for 
the First Division, who had not 
proceeded to England. We speed­
ed the recruiting of rein force­
ments for the Second Division. 
Wc undertook the formation of a 
Canadian Corps in the field and 
provided the necessary corps 
troops. Wc decided to raise a 
Third Division. The units have 
been announced, and recruiting 
has begun.

HOME GUARD FORMED.
Wc formed a Veterans’ Home 

Guard for the defence of our in- ; 
ternal security, and have author­
ized the establishment of addi­
tional veterans’ reserves. We un­
dertook to raise rifle battalions 
for a Fourth Division. We have 
established a special training 
course for officers, and veteran 
officers.
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Canadian soldiers are today 

also on active duty in the West 
Indies and the North Atlantic.

In the navy, we began the 
month of may with 6.614 officers 
and ratings, including 125 offi­
cers and 100 ratings serving in 
the British navy.

We had 94 vessels in commis­
sion.

We had 90 vessels under con­
struction.

Our ships operated on both 
coasts, in West Indian waters, 
and convoyed ships from our 
shores and protected our harbors.

Since the course of tiie war 
changed, with the shock of un­
contemplated suddenness, we 
have ordered the recruitment of 
4.900 additional men. Every ship­
yard now works to capacity. And 
today, by one of those strange 
changes of fate and fortune, our 
destroyers’ willingly repaying a 
small part of an ancient debt, are 
helping to guard the shores of 
Britain, and watch with increas­
ing vigilance for those who would 
violate her island freedom. I bade 
them Godspeed when they left 
with the same pride with which 
you and the people of Britain 
greeted their arrival.

Our navy is a young navy. It 
has inherited great traditions: It 
is helping to create them.

The Royal Canadian Air Force 
had no existence during the last 
war. At the beginning of May. it 
had a strength of 12,315 men. We 
had a strength of 12,315 men. We 
fence, one army co-operation 
squadron overseas, another com­
pleting its training in Canada, 
and reinforcements continuously 
preparing for active service in 
the army co-operation school.

The Commonwealth Air Train­
ing Plan was proceeding in mag­
nitude, training, and time in ac­
cordance with the predetermined 
plan.

AIR PLAN SPEEDED.
The Nazis struck with all their 

power. Their swift advance was 
made possible by their numerical 
superiority in the air. We imme­
diately sent overseas No. 112 
Army Co-operation Squadron. 
We called up for immediate ser­
vice 5.000 recruits for the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. We under­
took to despatch overseas a fight­
er squadron of the Royal Can­
adian Air Force. We appointed 
a Minister to devote his entire 
time and attention to national de­
fence for air.

We have hastened the construc­
tion of air fields and. hangars a 
year earlier than the time fixed 
under the Commonwealth plan.

We have sent overseas a hum- T
ber of pilots recently graduated 
from Camp Borden, who were 
intended to be used as instruc­
tors. Many of our own airplanes 
were sent to Britain. Airplanes 
of British manufacture, ordered 
five months before the outbreak 
of war for our own air force and i 
which were on their way to Can­
ada were, on our own instructions, 
stopped in mid-ocean and re­
turned to Britain.

It has been stated that the Com­
monwealth Air Training Plan will 
be abandoned or postponed be­
cause of these changes. This is 
not true. It will yet be a decisive 
instrument of victory.

Of money. I will say no more 
than that the present appropria­
tion for war purposes alone is 
$2.000,000 a day. an amount which 
will necessarily be increased as 
we continue to seek to meet ex­
ceptional needs.

I have told you these things be­
cause it is difficult amid all the 
new distractions of war for any­
one in Canada to obtain a clear 
picture at one time of what is be­
ing done to meet the situation.

The Government is devoting all 
its energy, and marshalling all re­
sources to meet the threat to our 
liberty. We need your confidence.
We need the constructive help of 
every Canadian. In steadfastness 
and courage remains the hope of 
human liberty. Panic, dissension, 
disunity, arc the only enemies 

i that can defeat us.
"ALL IS NOT DARK.”

All is not dark in the skies 
I above us. The first series of 
! enemy gains will not end this 

war, any more than it ended 
other wars in which the British 
and French peoples have fought 
side by side. The enemy’s tactics, 
his weapons, his strength arc now 
known. They surprised us. They 
will not defeat us.

In the light of all that is known 
of the situation as il is shaping 
itself in Europe today, I feel I 
would not be doing my full duty 
at this time, if 1 did not speak 
of other dangers which threaten.

I began by distinguishing three 
phases of the war. It is difficult 
to believe that we arc now at 
this moment at the beginning of 
a fourth phase. Our attention 
from the outset has been directed 
to Germany as the sole enemy, 
and to her effort to destroy Bri­
tain and France.

The coming phase will witness 
operations in entirely new 
theatres of war. It. will most cer­
tainly be marked by conflict be­
tween nations that thus far have 
escaped or avoided hostilities.
How sudden or how extensive 
these new devolepments may be, 
no one can say.

' What I wish to make clear is,
hat if at any moment we learn 

that fresh hostilities have broken 
out. on however terrible a scale 
there is no reason why fresh fears 
should occasion undue alarm. We 
shall have, of course, to assess 
anew what may be necessary on 
our part to meet the demands of 
the new situation. New events 
will demand new measures, but 
we will do well to continue to 
keep the situation as a whole in 
its true perspective.

While not under-estimating the 
dangers that threaten from other
coasts and other seas, let us re­
member that against the perils 
of the present and the future are 
arrayed a new realization on the 
part of all free peoples of the 
nature of the conflict, and a new 
determination to spare no effort 
and no sacrifice in the indomit­
able will to conquer. If democ­
racy lacked foresight and auda­
city in the past, as the Premier 
of France said yesterday, those 
days are over.

BLOCKADE TIGHTER.
The German territorial advances 

contain within themselves ele­
ments of weakness. Economic 
blockade and contraband control 
can, and will now. be exercised 
with increasing and more effective 
pressure. D i s r e g a r d for the 
strength and the ruthlessness of 
the enemy, lack of preparation to 
meet the demands of modern 
mechanized warfare, the suspense 
of waiting for an enemy who 
shrinks from no violation of right, 
and no manifestation of terror, all 
these things have passed away.

Discipline has come to us all, 
not from without, but from with­
in. Wanton brutality has trans­
formed isolation of outlook, and 
neutrality of heart, into mere 
empty words. The treachery that 
stabbed the neutral nations killed 
neutrality itself with the same 
fell blow.

If new enemies oppose us. we 
may be sure that old and new 
friends will arise to help us. The 
worldwide significance of the 
conflict is being realized in every 
land. You know how earnestly 
and vigorously the President of 
the United States has spoken in 
the name of humanity. There has 
been mobilized in the cause of 
freedom the conscience of the 
civilized world, add tyranny will 
long remember the power of that t 
conscience, and the final effect 1 
of the world’s condemnation upon ! 
the forces of evil.
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a greater and higher responsibil­
ity. It was framed in living words 
by Mr. Churchill in his speech to , 
the Brtiish House of Commons on 
Tuesday last. This nation with all 
the strength of its youth, the 
wealth of its rcsbimics. and the 
idealism of its freedom, will' * 1 
proudly accept its new respon­
sibility. AVe are the bridge be­
tween the Old World and the 
New; the bridge which joins the 
new freedom of the North Am­
erican Continent with the ancient 
freedom of Britain which gave it 
birth. We will stand resolute to 
defend its approaches and its 
abu Lmentvs.

From the harbor of Dunkerque 
and from the citadel of Calais 
the bravest men in the world 
battled their way homo to fight 
once again for liberty and good­
ness and mercy.

To the making of Canada have 
come the same chivalry of 
France and the same gallantry

I of British which fashioned the 
glory of that triumph of hero­
ism. I speak the heart and mind 
of our country when I say' that 
every fort in Canada will bo an­
other Calais and every harbor 
will be another Dunkerque be­
fore the men and women of our 
land allow the light and the life 
of their Christian faith to be 
extinguished by the powers of 
evil, or yield their liberties to 
the tyranny of Nazi brutality. /£
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ALL NEW WORLD’S STRENGTH 
TO SAVE OLD, KING DECLARES

Premier of Canada Makes 
Fighting Speech and Con­

demns Nazi Brutality

WAR IS LIGHTNING

Special to The Star
Ottawa, June 8.—“Every fort in 

Canada will be another Calais and 
every harbor will be another Dun­
kirk before the men and women of 
our land allow the light and the 
life of their Christian faith to be 
extinguished by the powers of evil, 
or yield their liberties to the 
tyranny of Nazi brutality,” Prime 
Minister W. L. Mackenzie King 
said last night over a national 
radio hook-up.

The text of the prime minister’s 
speech follows:

Fellow Canadians: I speak to you 
tonight in the midst of the most 
crowded weeks in human history. 
Barely a month has passed since i 
Holland and Belgium were first 
ravaged by lightning warfare in all 
its fury and frightfulness. Every 
succeeding day since their first 
heroic resistance has brought new 
.shocks, new problems, and new 
duties to those in whose hands has 
been placed the task of defending 
freedom.

The brutal domination of Holland, 
the tragic surrender of Belgium, 
the invasion of France, the capture I 
of the Channel Ports, have hap­
pened in such quick succession that1 
the world has hardly had time to 
breathe. Today. Britain, no longer 
in island security, prepares to meet 
the invader across the narrow sea. 
At this very hour the greatest of 
all battles in history is being waged 
within 70 miles of the city of Paris. 
On its outcome may depend the 
future of France.

World Holds Breath
As the world has been shaken 

to its foundations by the swift march 
of terrible events, nearly every 
emotion in the heart of each one 
of us has been profoundly stirred. 
Hate for inhuman oppressor, pity 
for the helpless and the homeless.

pride for the brotherhood of the 
brave who have honored the lands 
of Britain and France that gave 
them birth.

One crisis has not passed before 
another has arisen in its place. Peril 
has been heaped upon peril. Who 
will say on what new horizon 
destruction may not loom to­
morrow?

Is it any wonder that you, my 
fellow citizens, have in these days 
been concerned and impatient, full 
of questionings and doubts.

You would not be men and 
women if you had not been thus 
harrassed and distracted. No one 
fould have British or French blood 
in his veins and know as we in 
Canada know what Britain and 
France mean to the cause of free 
men without having his nature 
stirred to its very depths by all 
these things.

You have rightly been asking 
what has been done and is being 
done to help the cause to which 
we have freely pledged our honor 
and our strength. It is only natural 
that you should be worried about 
our fighting forces, about airplanes 
and equipment. It is only natural, 
too, that you should be anxious 
about our internal security.

How Free Men Fight
I intend tonight to speak of these 

things. I do not propose to 
apologize for democracy nor lo 
direct my attention to criticisms. We 
cannot have the one without the; 
other. My purpose rather is to j 
endeavor to help you if 1 can, amid 
«11 these swift changes in the scene 
in Europe, to see the conflict in 
its true perspective" and with the 
conflict in its true perspective, the 
war effort of our own country. 
Unless we are to abandon altogether 
the basis upon which we have 
proceeded from the outset, our war 
effort, must be kept properly related 
in time, nature and place, to that 
of the Allied powers.

We must never forget that freely 
end as one people we entered this 
war, as one. nation we ranged our­
selves on the side of freedom. As 
one nation we fight, today, and as 
one nation we will fight to the end.

To help you gain a true per­
spective may I remind you that the 
war itself did not commence until 
September last. Nine months have

not yet passed since parliaments— 
authorized expenditures for active 
participation in the war and in 
particular for co-operation in Can­
ada with the Allied powers in the 
theatres of war in Europe.

As regards the war, there are 
, three periods which may be con- 
, sidered.

There was the first period of 
what I might call the shadow of 
war, during which time there was 
still a hope for peace. Within that 
period the democratic nations work­
ed for peace. While they worked 
for peace they also prepared for 
war. If they had not worked for 
peace they would have been ac­
cused of precipitating war, not only 
by the present enemies of de­
mocracy but also by their own 
people. They' prepared for war 
later and more slowly than their 
enemies.

Hour Comes to Canada
Their final preparations had 

necessarily to await the hour that 
would gain for them the sanction 
of their parliaments. That hour 
came to Canada with the calling 
of the special session of our parlia­
ment.

There begins the second period.
The very strength of democracy in 
peace time became in some mea­
sure a handicap in wartime and 
in preparations for -wartime. When 
the shadow had deepened the storm 
broke and war began. Britain and 
France believed that the war would 
be long. They still believe that 
they were right in that belief. They 
planned for at least a three year 
war; four years were mentioned as 

| a possibility. Hitler doubtless knows 
I that he can only win a short war. 

Britain and France knew that they 
could only win a long war. They 
asked us to join with them in 
planning for a long war. Our first 
efforts, therefore, while designed to 
make the greatest, possible contri­
bution at. the beginning, was also 
planned so that, from month to 
Cionth, manpower would grow, pro- ! 
duction would grow, output of 

j munitions and supply would grow, 
until at the critical time when ac­
cumulated strength became the 

I decisive factor, it would be avail­
able to ensure victory.

Terror Is Loosed
The third period is ihat. of the 

blitzkrieg—lightning war as it. is 
expressed in English. It accords 
with the plan which Hitler has all 
along had in his mind. Save by 
those possessed of gangster in­
stincts its possibility could never 
have been conceived. It aims to
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bring ono by one under the iron
heel of Nazi Germany nation after 
nation whether neutral or belliger­
ent, by methods of terrorism and 
barbarism unparalleled in warfare 
throughout the ages. The element1 
of surprise is all-important. The 
process was under way before the 
invasion of Poland. It began with 
the invasion of Austria and Czecho­
slovakia. It resulted in the destruc­
tion of Poland; it has been only too 
manifest in the conquest of Den­
mark r '< Norway of Holland and 
Belgium. It is now seeking by 
lightning strokes to conquer France 
and Britain.

These two countries have been 
taken by surprise, not so much by 
sudden attack upon themselves— 
sudden attack was expected at the 
commencement of the war. The 
surprise has come by the swiftness, 
the magnitude and ferocity of the 
events that preceded them. No 
part of the world has been shocked 
by these tragic happenings more 
than this continent. The loyally of, 
neutral nations to international law I 
became the weapon with which a 
treacherous enemy struck at, their 
hearts. They had been sacrificed 
on the altar of their own neutral­
ity.

Plans Must Change
The lightning war in Europe has 

forced Britain and France to view 
the whole situation in a different 
perspective. Their plans and with 
them, our plans, have had to be 
changed, and quickened in the light 
of new and appalling developments. 
Contributions of men, machines and 
material have had to be hastened. 
Daily improvisions have become 
necessary and have been made. The 
movements of men and ships have 
had to be altered. Large additional 
sums of money have had to be 
found.

It is, I fear only too true that the i 
magnitude and speed of action, the I 
immensity of the changes in the ! 
military situation and the unparal- | 
led horrors of the conflict have all i 
but destroyed our sense of time.

It is difficult to realize that a 1 
month has not yet elapsed since 
Holland and Belgium were invaded. 
The heroic resistance < * these small 

! nations to the Gërman onslaught1 
! and the magnificent response of : 
Britain and France to their appeal , 

! for aid were absorbing the attention | 
' of the people of Canada when, just 
I a week later, our new parliament 
| met.

As we watched the spectacle of
the German forces crushing Holland 
and Belgium under the full might 
of concentrated warfare it was in­
evitable that an unparalleled inten­
sity of feeling should develop 
throughout the country. There de­
veloped equally naturally a ten­
dency to measure our Canadian war 
effort in terms, not of long-range 
and carefully laid plans, but in 
terms of the terrible emergency of 
the moment.

Tension Grew
The unexpected rapidity with 

which the Nazi forces carried out 
their destructive advance naturally 
increased the tension and added to 
an impatient if natural, desire for 
additional immediate action.

The dramatic events in Europe 
seemed to obscure what Canada had 
done and was doing to prosecute 
the war. They also enhanced the 
difficulty of presenting to parlia­
ment and the people a clear picture 
of our war effort.

As was to be expected there was 
an insistent demand that the gov­
ernment should “speed up” its war 
effort to meet the new situation. At 
that very time the government itself 
was throwing its full energy into 
adapting our organization and ad­
justing our plans to conform to the
swiftly changing scene "in Europe: 
It was impossible to decide upon 
changes of plans until accurate in­
formation could be secured from 
the battle front. When decisons 
were reached some of them for 
military reasons could not be an- , 
nounced immediately. Some have j 
not been, and cannot yet be made j 
public.

I should like to stress that every- , 
thing that has been done recently 
has been accomplished in the time j 
because the foundations of our war | 
effort were well and truly laid. 
Many of the measures recently an­
nounced could not have been taken ; 
earlier because the circumstances j 

; did not then call for emergency j 
! action of the character recently I 
undertaken. Terrible risks must b.i , 
taken to meet, the present crisis 
and Canada is sharing these risks; 
—but must beware of adding <o ; 
necessary risks the needless risk 
of abandoning plans to face a long 
and bitter struggle in which staying 
power will, in the end, be decisive.

Vt'arns Against Panic
To allow our passionate feeling 

to degenerate into unreasoning hy­
steria would be fatal to Canada’s 
war effort and a grave injury to 
the Allied cause. You have heard 
something in the last few days of 
what has been done to meet the 
terrible emergency. It could only 
be disclosed in instalments and 
sometimes not all. Many things 
must still remain secret. All dis­
closures must be made at a time 
when they suit the Allied needs.
I could not tell parliament and 
people, for example, of General 
McNaughton’s visit to the front and 
of the preparation for our troops 
to embark for France until the 
story of the epic achievement of 
the evacuation of Dunkirk was 
made known to the world. I 
could not tell of the dispatch of 
our destroyers to England until 
after they had arrived in British 
waters. Unfortunately we have 
been and still are often precluded 
from saying a word of what we 
have been asked to do, and of 
what, in fact, we had done and 

; were doing.
Sums Up Results

It may help to bring home to 
you all a fuller appreciation of 
what has actually been accom­
plished if I summarize some of 
the results in terms of men, equip­
ment and supply.

I should like, however, first to 
give you this solemn assurance. Wc 
offered to the Allies, in the name 
of the people of Canada, all the 
additional assistance and power to 
help them to deal with the 
emergency.

We have made no restrictions. 
What we could do and have done, 
what we can produce, what we can 
manufacture, has been placed at 
their disposal to the utmost limit 
of our capacity and strength. They 
have asked us to do a number of 
things. We have sought to do each 
one of them promptly, completely, 
and without qualification. We have, 
on our own account, made addi­
tional offers and suggestions. Many 
of them have been accepted.

In the army, when Belgium and 
Holland were invaded, we had 
81,519 men of all ranks. Wc had 
one division, with its ancillary 
troops, trained and equipped with 
motorized units, on active service 
in England. Twenty-three thousand I 
young Canadians were ready for j 
embarkation to Norway or to;
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Flanders whenever the word came
from the Allied high command.

A second division of men. with 
necessary auxiliaries, amounting in 
all to 24.000, were completing their 
Canadian training.

Strategic areas in Newfoundland 
were defended by this country’s ! 
soldiers.

Stepped Up Reinforcement
When the “blitzkrieg,” Hitler's j 

lightning war, began, we advanced j 
the date of the dispatch of our 
second division. We did likewise 
with all reinforcements for the first 
division who had not proceeded to 
England. We speeded , the re­
cruiting of reinforcements for the 
second division. We undertook the 
formation of a Canadian corps in ! 
the field and provided the neces-1 
sary corps troops. We decided to 
raise a third division. The units 
have been announced and recruiting 
has begun.

We formed a veterans' home 
guard for the defence of our in­
ternal security, and have authorized 
the establishment of additional vet­
erans’ reserves. We undertook to 
raise rifle battalions for a fourth 
division. We have established a 
special training course for officers 
and veteran officers.

Canadian soldiers are today also 
on active duty in the West Indies 
and the north Atlantic.

In the navy we began the month 
of . May with 6,614 officers and rat­
ings, including 125 officers and 100 
ratings serving in the British navy.

We had 94 vessels in commission. 
We had 90 vessels under construc­
tion. Our ships operated on both 
coasts, in West Indian waters and 
convoyed ships from our shores 
and protected our harbors.

Repaying Old Debt
Since the course of the war chang­

ed, with the shock of uncontem-]j 
plated suddenness, we have order­
ed the recruitment of 4.900 addi­
tional men. Every shipyard now 
works to capacity. And today, by 
one of those strange changes of fate 
and fortune, our destroyers, will­
ingly repaying a small part of an 
ancient debt, are helping to guard 
the shores of Britain, and watch 
with increasing vigilance for those 
who would violate her island free­
dom. 1 bade them Godspeed when 
they left with the same speed with 
which you and the people of Brit­
ain greeted their arrival.

Our navy is a young navy. It 
has inherited- great traditions; it is 
helping to create them.

The Royal Canadian Air Force bad
no existence during I he last war. 
At the beginning of May it. had a 
strength of 12,315 men. We had 
nine squadrons for home defence, 
one army co-operation squadron 
overseas, another completing its 
training in Canada and reinforce­
ments continuously preparing for 
active service in the army co-op­
eration school.

The commonwealth air training 
plan was proceeding in magnitude, 
training, and time in accordance 
with the predetermined plan.

Rushed Air Aid
The Nazis struck with all their 

power. Their swift advance was 
made possible by their numerical 
superiority in the air, We imme­
diately sent overseas No. 112 army 
co-operation squadron. We called 
up for immediate service 5,000 re­
cruits for the Royal Canadian Air 
Force. We undertook to dispatch 
overseas a fighter squadron of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force. Wo ap­
pointed a minister to devote his en­
tire time and attention to national 
defence for air.

We have hastened the construc­
tion of airfields and hangars a year 
earlier than the time fixed under 
the commonwealth plan.

We have sent overseas a number 
of pilots recently graduated from 
Camp Borden, who were intended 
to be used as instructors. Many of 
our own aeroplanes were sent, to 
Britain. Aeroplanes of British 
manufacture ordered five months 
before the outbreak of war, for our 
own air force, and which in the 
month of war were on their way 
out to Canada, were, on nur own 
instructions, stopped in mid-ocean 
and returned to Britain.

Won’t Scrap Plan
It has been stated that the com­

monwealth air training plan will 
be abandoned or postponed because 
of these changes. This is not true. 
It will yet be a decisive instrument 
of victory.

Of money, I will say no more 
than that the present appropriation 
for war purposes alone is $2,000,000 
a dtiy, an amount which will neces- 
^Fily be increased as we continue 
to seek to meet exceptional needs.

I have told you these things be­
cause it is difficult amid all the 
news and distractions of war for 
anyone in Canada to obtain a clear 
picture at one time of what is being 
done to meet the situation.

I he government is dfevoting all 
its energy and marshalling all re­
sources to meet the threat m our 
liberty. We need your confidence. 
We need the constructive help of 
every Canadian. In steadfastness 
and courage remains the hope of 
human liberty. Panic, dissension, 
disunity are the only enemies that 
can dp>at us. All is not dark in 
Ihe skies above us. The first series 
of enemy gains will not end this 
war any move lhan it ended other 
wars m which the British and 
J* rench peoples have fought side by 
side. The enemy's tactics, his 
weapons, his strength are now 
known. They surprised us. They 
will not defeat us.

Fourth Phase Starts
In the light of all that is known 

of the situation and it is shaping 
itself in Europe today, I feel I 
would not be doing my full duty 
at this time if I did not speak of 
other dangers which threaten.

I began by distinguishing three 
phases of the war. It is difficult 
to believe that we are not at this 
moment at the beginning of a 
fourth phase. Our attention from 
the outset has been directed to Ger­
many as the sole enemy and to her 
effort to destroy Britain and France.
me coming phase will witness 
operations in entirely new theatres 
of war. It will most certainly be 
marked by conflict between nations 
that thus far have escaped or 
avoided hostilities. How sudden or 
how extensive these new develop­
ments may be no one can say. What 
I wish to make clear is that if at 
any moment we learn that fresh 
hostilities have broken out, on how­
ever terrible a scale, there is no 
reason why fresh fears should 
occasion undue alarm. We shall 
have, of course, to assess anew 
what may be necessary on our part 
to meet the demands of the new 
situation. New events will demand 
new measures, but we will do well 
to continue to keep the situation 
as a whole in its true perspective.

Full Speed Ahead
While not under-estimating the 

dangers that threaten from other 
coasts and other seas, let us remem­
ber that against the perils of the 
present and the future are arrayed 
a new realization on the part of 
all free peoples of the nature of the 
conflict and a new determination to 
spare no effort and no sacrifice in 
the indomitable will to conquer. If 
democracy lacked foresight and 
audacity in the past, as the premier 
of France said yesterday, those days 
are over.
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1 e lieli-ndf'd h\ this 1 in nil'

-i. Idler.-.
■Stepped l |I Keilllurveilieilt

When 1 he idil >.k rien. Hill..
"1*1)11)111“ '.nr, began. we advanced
die dale of 1 he di.S'pfdrh of on. 
-erond division. We did likexx -e

• 11 h nil reinfoi ( ■ iw'ii 1 fui- 1 he fir-1 
fi '■ 1 -■ ■ 111 who had uni proceeded to 
hi “land. W1 -| .ceded ! he

• . ■ ■ -. 1 :• , ,f * * : 1 forcement • for ? lie
* rond ri 1 v 1 mn, We undertook 1 In­

formal ion of a Canadian eorps in 
1 hr held and provded 1 he neve.-» 
.•ary corps troops. We derided to 
rai.-r a third di vi - ion. The nr 1 
have been announced and rernnUng 
has begun.

We formed a vetc. ,u,.* home 
guard for the defence of our in­
ternal security and have authorized 
the establishment, ot additional vet­
eran: reserves. Wc undertook to 
raise rifle battalion: for a fourth 
division. We have established a 
special training course for officers 
and veteran officers.

Canadian soldiers are today also 
on active duty in the West Indie* 
and I he north Atlantic.

In the navy we began the month 
of May with 6.614 officers and rat­
ings. including 1 *5 officers and 100 
ratings serving in the British navy

We had !t4 vom-cIs in commission. 
We had 90 vessels- under construc­
tion. Our ships operated on hoth 
coasts, in West Indian waters and 
convoyed ships: from our shores 
oid pi ol.ci.ed our harbors.

Itrpaying Old Debt
Since 'he uoiir-e if 1 he wai chang­

ed, villi the shock of tmvonlem- 
1 ilaled suddenness, wc have order*

1 eeruilmeiit of 4.9,00 add 1 
men. Kvci \ liipyard now 
lu eapticiI. And today by 
those strange change*.- ot late

vil III.

0 01 k s 
une of 
anti fortune, 
ingly repay 11 
a 1 ic 1 ;■ 111 délit.

g a 
are

ilesl ro vers, 
small pari

Ipmr to 
the .4lores of Br 11 a in. anti 
\ ith increasing vigilance for 
who would violate her island 
dom. I bade them (Jori.-penri 
thev loft " ill) 1 lie same speed 
which you and 1 tie people ol 
a in greeted tlnur arrival.

Our na v v • a ymmg "v 
has inherited gnat tradition-: 
helping to create them.

will- 
of an
gun rd 
v at eh

: hose 
I rep - 

when 
w 11 h 
Brit

The Royal Canadian A Hirer had 
no existence during 1 lie last war 
At 1 he beginning ot May it had a 
strength of 12,315 men. We had 
nine squadrons for home defence, 
one army co-operation . quadron 
overseas* another completing it. 
training in Canada and reinforce­
ment continuously preparing foi 
active service in the army co-op - 
oration school,

The commonwealth air training I 
plan was proceeding in magnitude, 
training, and time in accordance 
with the predetermined plan

Rushed Air Aid
Tin Nazis struck w ith all their j 

power. Their swift advance wa- 
made possible by 1 heir numerical 

• 1 per ion I v in 1 hr air, We imme­

diately sent ovrr.-ea' No. 112 army 
co-operation squadron. We railed 
up for immediate service 5,000 re ­
cruits for the Royal Canadian Air 
Force. We undertook to dispatch 
Overseas a lighter squadron of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force. Wt ap­
pointed a mim -ter to devote Ins un - 
ire time and attention to national 

defence for air.
Wv !. ■ ha.- ' "1 "d 'hr « " ; "* '

ion pf airtirlds and hangai a yea 
earluu than the 1 ime fi*"d unde* 
the common -aI' n plan.

Wc ha-c sent o- ■ 1 seas a mnnbc : 
of pilots recent I;- graduated from 
C.unp B1 - , (11 1 : I,'- *1 : -100o(l
to he 1 wed as m 1 r- : « ‘ » 1 s. Many < < I 
our h n aeroplanes v - re -cot to 
Britain. Aeroplan* of British 
ma 1 ■ facture ordered five month 
he lorn the ontbn ak <( -■ a r lor on 1 

own air force, aid *. loch in the 
month of war were on their •• •* 
nut to Canada, were, on mu own
in/tructions. ' 'tapped 01 tT^-occf.n
iid et is rued to Britain.

Won’t Scrap Plan
ft. ha. been stated I lia I the com­

monwealth air training plan will 
be abandoned or postponed because 
of these changes. This is not true 
It will yet be a decisive instrument 
of victory.

Of money, I will say no more 
than that the present appropriation 
for war purposes alone is $2,000,000 
a dnv. an amount which will nece 
jitrf-ily be increased as wc continue 
10 seek to meet exceptional needs.

I have told you these things bn-
Mise il difficult amid all the 

j nev - and di traction* of wai t"i 
any urn* Canada to obtain n el*-a r 
;..i lui !• a mi,' •mo - 1 if what IS he in:: 
done ; 1 - h wt I Ik- situation.

!’nrt ; tie* hnpt of
•''•"“"I Idler! V. r, , , i
di>"um,v -h- only ein-mles .,-
‘■an w >al n- All not rlark u. 
T*'1 :',r «bb\ e II.- The ,|

«'*n*‘"i% g„in. v || J)(,| (| n):,
"ar any more than il enri-d nthm 

! 1 v l,lrh the Brit i.-h and 
I' rr neh peOpjr- have fought ide In
"ril Thf micnuv .I,,
ueapDii.. hi, .1 length are now 
known. They surpn/ed ns Th<w 
■'ill not defeal u:-

Fourth Plvrsr staid*
It! 'he light nf all Iliai • Uw 

'd 'he -l1 nation md it :. shaping 
if/elf in Europe todaj, I , 1 1
'‘•ould not be doing my full duty 
d this time if f did not .peak of 
other danger-, which threaten

I began by distinguishing three 
phases of the war. It h. difficult 
to believe that we are not at this 
moment at the beginning of a 
fourth phase Our attention from 
the outset has been directed lo G* r 
wary a : the *oIc enemy and to hoi 
'Nf"11 " ne.-troy Britain and France.

j tie coming phase will witness 
operations in entirely new theatres 
of war. It will most certainly be 
marked by conflict between nations 

1 that thus far havt escaped or 
avoided hostilities. How iddcn or 
low ■ x!(di-i\ ( these m w dexa lop­
in vnt s may be no one can y What 

: I v.'l/li id Inakv clear ; ' iuit ! a1
my moment • lent 11 that u • h 
hnsi 1 ! it ies I a ■ broker. ( o P on how.

- n mu id 
-nal!

I nil Speed Ahead

danger I hat 
coa: 1 and nhr 1 
her that again

nfa new realization on the 1 at 
till fiTi- people: of the nature of the 
conflict and a tv w determination to 
spare nc effort and no sacrifice in 
the indomitable will to conquer. If 
democracy lacked foresight and 
ludacjty in the past as the premier 
of France /aid yesterday, those days 
arc over.
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No More Waiting To the making of Canada have

The German territorial advances come the same chivalry of France 
contain within themselves elements and the same gallantry of Britain 
of weakness. Economic blockade which fashioned the glory of that 
and contraband control can and triumph of heroism. I speak the 
will now be exercised with in- heart and mind of our country 
creasing and more effective pres- ' when I say that every fort in 
sure. Disregard for the strength Canada will be another Calais, and 
and the ruthlessness of the enemy, every harbor will be another Dun- 
lack of preparation to meet the de- kirk before the men and women of 
mands of modern mechanized war- our land allow the light and the 
fare, the suspense of waiting for an life of their Christian faith to be 
enemy who shrinks from no viola- extinguished by the powers of evil, 
lion of right, and no manifestation yield their liberties to the 
of terror, all these things have tyranny of Nazi brutality, 
passed away. Discipline has come 
to us all, not from without, but 
from within. Wanton brutality has 
transformed isolation of outlook and 

jneutrality of heart, into mere empty 
'«"wds. The treachery that stabbed
me neutral nations killed neutrality 

: itself with the same fell blow.
If new enemies oppose us we may 

be sure that old and new friends 
will arise to help us. The world­
wide significance of the conflict is 
being realized in every land. You 
know how earnestly and vigorously 
the president of the United States 
has spoken in the name of human­
ity. There has been mobilized in 
the cause of freedom the conscience 
of the civilized world and tyranny 
will long remember the power of 
that conscience, and the final effect 
of the world’s forces of evil.

Canada Accepts Challenge
Canada is called upon to accept 

a greater and higher responsibility.
! It was framed in living words by 
i Mr. Churchill in his speech to the 
British House of Commons on Tues­
day last. This nation with all the 

; strength of its youth, the wealth of 
! its resources, and the idealism of ils 
freedom, will proudly accept its 
new responsibility. We are the 
bridge between the old world and 

; the new, the bridge which joins the 
I new freedom of the North Ameri­
can continent with the ancient free­
dom of Britain which gave it. birth. 
We will stand resolute to defend 
its approaches and its abutments.

From the harbor of Dunkirk and 
from the citadel of Calais the brav­
est men in the world battled their 
way home to fight once again for 
liberty and goodness and mercy.
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Prime Minister Says 
Canada Rises To New

e In W ar
Dominion Will Proudly Accept Its New Responsibility 

In Widening War, Declares Mackenzie King. Re­
fers to Expected Help of “Old and New Friends/1 

Canadians Would Make Every Fort a Calais, Every 
Harbor a Dunkerque. Reveals Soldiers From the 
Dominion On Duty in Newfoundland.

Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King said last night that 
Canada would rise to the 
challenge of new respon­
sibilities in a widening war 
and declared “if new enemies 
oppose us, we may be sure 
that old and new friends will 
arise to help us.”

In his address carried over 
the national network of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Cor­
poration, Mr. King named no 
nations but referred to Presi­
dent Roosevelt’s speeches 
“in the name of humanity.”

The Prime Minister said 
the coming phase of the war 
“will witness operations in 
entirely new theaters of war. 
It will most certainly be 
marked by conflict between
nations that thus far have 
escaped or avoided hostili­
ties.”

New Responsibilities.
Canada’s new responsibilities, 

the Prime Minister said, were 
stated by Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill when he spoke of the 
New World carrying on the fight 
for freedom in the event Britain 
and France should suffer the worst 
reverses.

"This nation,” he said, “with all 
the strength of its youth, the 
wealth of its resources and the 
idealism of its freedom will proud­
ly accept its new responsibility.

"We are the bridge between the 
Old World and the New; the 

! bridge which joins the new free­
dom of the North American coh- 

! tinent with the ancient freedom 
of Britain which gave it birth. We 
will stand resolute to defend its 
approaches and its abutments.”

Every fort in Canada would be 
another Calais, every harbor an­
other Dunkerque before Canadians 
would allow the light of their 
Christian faith to be extinguished 
by the powers of evil or yield 
ftheir liberties to the tyranny of 
Nazi brutality.

Outlining the measures taken 
by Canada to meet the new situa­
tion, Mr. King revealed for the 
first time that Canadian soldiers 
were guarding strategic areas in 
Newfoundland. He said they were 
on service in the British West 
Indies and the North Atlantic but 
did not state whether by North 
Atlantic he meant an area other 
than Newfoundland.

Many Measures.
The recruiting of 4,900 addi­

tional men for the Royal Cana­
dian Navy since the course of the 
war changed by the invasion of 
Holland and Belgium, was one of 
many measures recounted by the 
Prime Minister. Certain measures 
taken could not yet be revealed 
for military reasons, he explained.

— Canada’s present financial ap­
propriation for war of $2,000,000 a 
day would have to be increased as 
exceptional needs were met.

All was not dark, he said, the 
first series of enemy gains would 
not win the war. German ad­
vances contained elements of 
weakness. Economic blockade and 
contraband control could be ap­
plied with increasing pressure. 
The Allied nations had acquired 
a new discipline and other nations, 
now neutral, a new realization of 
the situation. The enemy’s tactics, 
his weapon and his strength were' 
known.

The Prime Minister reviewed 
the Commonwealth air training 
plan activity and said it has been 
stated the plan will be abandoned 
or postponed because of certain 
changes. "This is not true. It 
will yet be a decisive intrument of 
victory.”

In stirring words, Mr. King 
called to Canadians and paid tri­
bute to the fighting men of 
Flanders.

Calais and Dunkerque.
"From the harbor of Dunkerque 

: and from the citadel of Calais,” 
j he said, "the bravest men in the 
world battled their way home to 
fight once again for liberty and 
goodness and mercy.

"To the making of Canada have 
come the same chivalry of France 
and the same gallantry of Britain 
which fashioned the glory of that 
triumph of heroism.

"I speak the heart and mind of 
our country when I say that every 
fort in Canada will be another 
Calais and every harbor another 
Dunkerque before the men and 
women of our land allow the light 
and the life of their Christian 
faith to be extinguished by the 
powers of evil or yield their liber­
ties to the tyranny of Nazi brutal­ity.”

Accepts Responsibility 
Replying to Winston Church­

ill’s challenge to the new world 
to carry on the fight should Bri­
tain and France suffer reverses 
Mr. King said the nation woulc 
accept its new responsibility.

Hitherto, he said attention wa, 
centered on Germany as the sol
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enemy. The'coming phase of £E5 
war would witness operations in 
entirely new theaters and be 
marked by conflict between na­
tions which had so far avoided 
hostilities.

These dangers should not un­
duly alarm as the perils of the 
present had brought a new reali­
zation of the nature of the con­
flict to all free peoples. The days 
when Democracy lacked foresight 
were gone.

Old and New Friends
“If new enemies oppose us,” he 

said, “we may be sure that old 
and new friends will arise to help 
us. The worldwide significance 
of the conflict is being realized in 
every land.

“You know how earnestly and 
vigorously the president of the 
United States has spoken in the 
name of humanity. There has 
been mobilized in the cause of 
freedom, the conscience of the 
civilized world and tyranny will 
long remember the power of that 
conscience and the final effect of 
the world’s condemnation upon the 
forces of evil.”

The greatest of all battles was 
now being waged within 70 miles 
of Paris and on its outcome might 
depend the future of France. This 
was the latest of a series of crises 
and perils heaped on perils. It 
was no wonder Canadians were 
concerned and impatient, filled 
with questionings and doubts.

Reviews War Efforts 
Mr. King then proceeded to 

review Canada’s war efforts in re­
lation to the march of events since 
last Setpember. The war divided 
itself into three periods.

The first might be called the 
“shadow of war,” was when the 
democratic nations hoped and 
worked for peace but prepared 
for war. The second period began 
with the outbreak of hostilities 
when the Canadian Parliament 
was summoned to meet in special 
session. Then the final prepara­
tions were approved and begun.

The Allies prepared for a long 
war, knowing they could win it 
but Hitler knew he could only win 
a short war and prepared for that. 
Canada integrating its effort with 
that of the Allies joined in pre­
parations for a long war.

Lightning War ji
“The third period,” said Mr. 

King, “is that of the Blitzkrieg, 
lightning war, as it is expressed 
in English.”

“It accords with the plan which 
Hitler has all along had in mind. 
Save by those possessed of gangs­
ter instincts, its possibility could 
never have been conceived.”

It aimed to bring nation after 
nation, belligerent and neutral, 
under the heel of Germany by un­
paralleled methods of terrorism 
and barbarism.

In New Perspective
Lightning war forced Britain 

and France to view the situation 
in a new perspective. Their plans, 
and Canadian plans had to be 
changed. Contribution of men, 
machines and material had to be 
hastened.

The government exerted all its 
efforts to conform to the swiftly 
changing scene. Some of its de­
cisions could not be announced 
immediately although the people 
were anxious for news of action. 
Some could not yet be made pub­
lic.

, The news of the visit of Major- 
General A. G. L. McNaughton’s, 
general officer commanding the 

* 1st Division, to the front in Hol­
land and Belgium or of the Can­
adian destroyers sailing for Bri­
tish waters could not be revealed 
at the time.

No Restrictions
Canada offered the Allies all the 

additional assistance it could pro­
vide and imposed no restrictions. 
The army at the start of the in­
vasion of Holland and Belgium i 
consisted of 84,519 men of all 
ranks. Recruiting of reinforce­
ments was speeded and organiza­
tion of a 3rd and 4th division 
ordered.

Strategic areas in Newfoundland 
were defended by Canadian troops 
and Canadian soldiers were on 
active duty in the West Indies 
and North Atlantic.

Recruiting of an additional 
4,900 men for the navy was order­
ed. Every shipyard is now work­
ing at capacity.

In response to the need, No. 112 
Army Co-operation Squadron of 
the Royal Canadian Air Force 
was sent overseas together with 
all aircraft available and addi­
tional pilots who were intended to 
serve in Canada as instructors.

Construction of air fields and 
hangars was hastened in advance 
of anticipated requirements for 
training.
i *
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/LA PART DU CANADA

Toujours désireux de gouverner dans lin 
esprit démocratique, le très honorable 
Mackenzie King entretient le plus souvent 
possible les populations canadiennes des 
travaux et des projets de son administra­
tion. L’exposé qu’il a fait en fin de semaine 
des activités du Canada pour aider les Alliés 
dans la guerre est celui d'un chef démocrate 
qui dit à ses concitoyens tout ce qu’il peut 
dire de l’effort commun. Une pareille atti­
tude inspire une grande confiance à la 
masse.

Le discours de M. King montre claire­
ment que notre Dominion n’a rien épargné 
jusqu’ici pour remplir avec autant d’effica­
cité qu’il est capable son rôle de partenaire 
dans le présent conflit. Entrés volontaire­
ment dans la mêlée nous avons mis en oeu­
vre nos ressources d’hommes, de matériel 
et d’argent pour appuyer la cause alliée. 
Comme l’a expliqué le premier ministre, 
nous avons tâché d’accomplir promptement 
et bien ce qu’on nous demandait. Et nous 
avons en outre fait maintes offres et sug­
gestions qui ont souvent été acceptées.

Sans s’attarder à répondre à certaines 
critiques, M. King rappelle simplement 
que plusieurs des mesures de guerre an­
noncées récemment ne pouvaient pas être 
prises plus tôt parce que les circonstances 
ne l’exigeaient pas. Le caractère particu­
lier de la guerre actuelle empêche de for­
mer des plans longtemps à l’avance ou de 
s’en tenir strictement à ceux qu’on a d’a­
bord élaborés. Cest une constante adapta­
tion daprès le cours des événements mili­
taires en Europe.

Ainsi le Canada, par une entente avec 
ses associés, avait dressé son programme 
de guerre comme si les hostilités devaient 
durer plusieurs années. C’était, du reste, 
l’opinion courante au début. Mais voici 
que, sans cesser de prévoir l’avenir, il im­
porte de subvenir à des besoins immédiats. 
L’ennemi ne veut pas attendre, et il met 
sa confiance dans un coup rapide et violent 
où il engage toutes ses ressources militai­
res. De là. un problème pour ainsi dire 
imprévu auquel il faut porter attention 
sans délai. Ce sont ces changements brus­
ques qui rendent si difficile la tâche des 
pays Alliés.

N’frnporte, M. King exprime sa cer- r 
titude de voir la victoire pencher enfin du 
côté de nos armes. L’Allemagne a pu ob­
tenir des succès parce qu’elle n’a pas re­
culé devant la violation des droits des na­
tions neutres et parce qu’elle avait orga­
nisé depuis longtemps une vaste et puis­
sante machine militaire. Mais, chaque 
jour, les Alliés se ressaisissent de plus en 
plus et s’areboutent fermement contre 
l’envahisseur. Le Canada continuera de 
faire généreusement sa part afin d’assu­
rer le triomphe de la liberté et des idéals 
démocratiques. Coopération froide, cal­
culée, réglée suivant le programme des 
Alliés eux-mêmes.

Avec raison, M. King ne veut rien 
entreprendre sous l’effet de l’énerve­
ment; ce serait le moyen de desservir no­
tre cause et de favoriser celle de nos ad­
versaires. La politique suivie jusqu’ici est 
la plus sage, la plus pratique. Nous a von*'

. avantage à y demeurer fidèles. yZ ^
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/f À War for Christianity Itself
Throughout all Premier King’s addresses 

since the war began there has been the 
reiterated declaration that this is a struggle 
in which freedom itself is at stake; not 
nly freedom, but all the things which free 

men prize; and above all Christianity. 
Quoting President Roosevelt’s declaration 
that “there comes a time in the affairs of 
men when they must prepare to defend, 
not. their homes alone, but the tenets opf 
faith and humanity on which their churches, 
their governments and their very civilization 
are founded,” Mr. King said on September 
5: “The forces of evil have been loosed 
in the world in a struggle between the 
pagan conception of a social order which 
ignores the individual and is based upon 
the doctrine of might, and a civilization 
based upon the Christian conception of 
the brotherhood of man, with its regard 
for the sanctity of contractual relations, 
and the sacredness of human personality.. .J
I appeal to my fellow-Canadians to unite 
in a national effort to save from destruction 
all that makes life itself worth living, and 
to preserve for future generations those 
liberties and institutions which others have 
bequeathed to us.”

That has been the keynote of all his 
addresses; the inspiration of his tireless 
devotion to the duties of his high office. In 
his radio talk of October 27, declaring that 
the Christian training of his childhood days 
had been “à sheet anchor through life,” 
“a sustaining power in times of adversity” 
and “the inspiration of life’s best endeavors,” 
Mr. King went on to say that he could 
not tolerate the thought of future genera­
tions being deprived of “so precious a 
heritage.” Yet “the Nazi doctrine of force 
is the very antithesis of what one finds in 
the Christian gospel. If it prevails there 
will be, as I see it, an end to our Christian 
civilization. That is why the present war is, 
for the Allied forces, a crusade.”

That the war is a crusade, with 
Christianity at stake, has been asserted by 
the First Minister again and again. Last 
Friday he once more gave voice to that 
belief in words which will live in Canadian

history for their eloquence and nobility. ; 
Answering Mr. Churchill’s expressed hope 
that the New World may save the Old, Mr. 
King said:

“This nation with all the strength of 
its youth, the wealth of its resources, and 
the idealism of its freedom, will proudly 
accepts its new responsibility. We are the 
bridge between the Old World and the New, 
the bridge which joins the new freedom of 
the North American continent with the 
ancient freedom of Britain which gave it 
birth. We will stand resolute to defend 
its approaches and its abutments.

“From the harbor of Dunkirk and from 
the citadel of Calais the bravest men in 
the world battled their way home to fight 
once again for liberty and goodness and 
mercy. To the making of Canada have come 
the same chivalry of France and the same 
gallantry of Britain which fashioned the 
glory of that triumph of heroism. I speak 
the heart and mind of our country when 
I say that every fort in Canada will be 
'another Calais, and every harbor will be 
another Dunkirk before the men and women 
of our land allow the light and the life 
of their Christian faith to be extinguished 
by the powers of evil, or yield their liberties 
to the tyranny of Nazi brutality.”

These are the words of a man who 
believes that Canada is fighting not only j 
in a just cause, but actually in a holy cause; 
who has been convinced from the beginning 
that the war is being fought for all that 
imankind holds most dear, and for all that 
upholds and elevates humanity.
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That's the Spirj|
Premier King’s stirring address to the 

iiafTdTrTfrrrri^ s boriM - W mti dh to allay! 
any feeling of uneasiness there has been as 
to the rebirth of Canada’s war effort and 
the determination of this country, and its 
Government, to go “full out” both in its 
co-operation in Europe and defence at home. 
And it should be an intimation to the 
innumerable back-seat drivers in this 
Dominion that their view of the road 
immediately ahead is not by any means as 
clear as that of those in the front seat.

Mr. King reiterated a few of the things 
done immediately upon the arising of the 
blitzkrieg emergency. They are worthy of 
the Dominion. There are others which must 
still he kept secret. And it is well to remember 
that the blitzkrieg began only 28 days ago, 
four weeks ago, although, because of the 
number and speed of events, it seems like 
a year.

Mr. King’s address was, too, a notification 
that Canada has adjusted itself to the 
changed war conditions, a change that was 
effected in Britain only after a similar period, 
and that the adjustment is thorough. It 
showed there is now a clear-cut picture at 
Ottawa, a clear understanding of what is 
needed, and that the new Government in 
Britain is cognizant of what Canada can 
do and is willing and ready to accept Canada’s 
maximum assistance.

It was in the closing minutes of his 
address that Mr. King displayed the Canadian 
spirit to the maximum. He said:

“From the harbor of Dunkerque and from 
the citadel of Calais the bravest men in the 

! world battled their way home to fight once 
again for liberty and goodness and mercy.

“To the making of Canada have come the 
same chivalry of France and the same 
gallantry of Britain which fashioned the 
glory of that triumph of heroism.

“I speak the heart and mind of our country 
when 1 say that every fort in Canada will be 
another Calais and every harbor another 
Dunkerque before the men and women of 
our land will allow the light and the life of 
their Christian faith to be extinguished by the 
powers of evil or yield their liberties to the 
tyranny of Nazi brutality.”
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"'7War on the Atlantic Front
Prime Minister Mackenzjjg^Kiug brought 

Canada ‘^responsibility in the war more 
directly home to the Canadian people in 
last Friday night's national broadcast. He 
followed up Prime Minister Churchill’s 
declaration on the determination of the 
British people to resist an invasion even 
though it should mean fighting to the last 
in the English countryside or fighting be­
hind barricades in the streets. The Canadian 
prime minister agreed with Mr. Churchill's 
defiance of the enemy to conquer the British 
Commonwealth. He endorsed the declara­
tion that the forces of democracy in the 
new world would go on waging war against 
Nazi tyranny even though the whole of 
Europe were brought under the heel of the 
conqueror.

Listeners in the United States may have 
heard the Canadian prime minister make 
the resolute declaration of Canada’s deter­
mination to fight on, to resist the enemy 
on the Atlantic front in Canadian fortified 
positions as doggedly as the Allies defended 
Calais and held on at Dunquerque. This 
new note of Canada’s readiness to face 
responsibilities should have a beneficial 
effect on public opinion everywhere on this 
North American continent.

The people of the United States are 
becoming daily more aware of the parlous 
position of American democracy. There is 
an increasing demand for measures of 
American defence. It is more accompanied 
by the feeling too that North America could 
be better defended on the present battle 
front in France than to wait until conquer­
ing forces have crossed the Atlantic Ocean 
after battering down the last ramparts 
across the English Channel.

North America cannot afford to wait until 
German parachute troops are descending on 
Quebec City, or until the British navy as 
envisioned in Mr. Churchill’s speech, how­
ever unlikely, had been driven to the Cana­
dian side of the Atlantic Ocean. It is 
doubtful whether many British warships 
would survive in such a decisive action as 
to have made it necessary to withdraw 
through the loss of British naval ports. The

—7 possible consequences of invasion are grimly 
contemplated, however, in the recent in­
tensification of British home defence 
measures. The probable consequences for 
Canada are indicated in Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King’s broadcast address.

Lightning war could be expected to cross 
the Atlantic Ocean at something like 
lightning speed. It would strike as heavily 
at the harbors of Halifax and Saint John, 
the steel works at Sydney, the St. Lawrence 
waterway inland from Quebec to Montreal 
and beyond, with no more mercy than in the 
ruthless devastation of Rotterdam, the blast­
ing of Brussels, Louvain and the great cities 
of Northern France.

The whole power of this nation is needed 
with the urgency of national action to offset 

! the consequences of an earthquake. Time 
has never been on the side of the Allies:

! time is no longer even neutral. Every day 
has to be made to count in the urgency of 
Canada’s need of greater preparedness.
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“Rise to the Challenge’

NO one could doubt, listening, to Mr.
King’s broadcast to Canada last week 

that the Prime Minister is now fully 
awake to the necessity of Canada’s putting 
forth a supreme effort to win the war. He 
put it in a telling phrase when he said :

“Canada will rise to the challenge of 
new responsibilities in a widening war.”

What Canada is now setting about to 
do was admirable in Mr. Kirig’s description 
—with one reservation that falls to be | 
made and that it is a duty to insist upon. \ 
It should be said, and Mr. King must 
realize that it is true, that in all this the 
nation is still ahead of the government 
in its realization at last of the urgency 
and the need.

There is no time for an inquest upon 
our national war effort. There is no use 
or justification in recrimination about the 
responsibility for lost motion and failure 
1o have prevision. What is to be insisted 
now is that we have still failed to make 
the proper beginnings of the necessary 
organization of the man power and 
material resources of the nation of 
Canada.

What is required and at once is at 
least a national registration of the entire 
population of Canada, to find out who is 
useful and available for what. It is the 
duty of Parliament now to require that 
from the Government, with the under­
standing that what it means is a basic 
policy of national service in which every 
citizen shall do that in this crisis of our 
civilization which shall be required of him.

It is to be said to Mr. King and his 
government and it is to be said to Parlia­
ment that the people of Canada are now 
ahead of them in their willingness to 
commit Canada to the burden and the 
sacrifice that is going to be needed in 
order to win the war.

Parliament and the Government ought 
1o know better than the people what is 
practically necessary and possible and 
ought to give the lead in inspiration and 
organization. The people of Canada will 
do what they are asked to do by their 
government if they have confidence in 
their government. They are ready and 
willing to do far more than they are asked 
to do now.

------------ — V
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Pulling Her Weight

The people of Canada are, nat­
urally, eager to know what Canada 
is doing in this time of crisis in her 
efforts to help the Allied cause. It 
was the performance of a public 
duty, therefore, which led the 
Prime Minister to broadcast to the 
nation what the Dominion was do­
ing. Though it was perfectly in 
keeping with the situation that 
every effort and every decision of 
the Government could not be dis­
closed, there was enough told in 
Mr. King’s broadcast to show that 
Canada was nulling her weight in

great satisfaction of knowing that * 
the Dominion is not leaving a stone 
unturned which may help the fight 
for victory in which the British 
Empire is engaged today. The 
Dominion is able to give valuable 
help in what its resources enable ' 
her to do, and there can be no 
doubt that it is using these resources 
to the highest capacity for winning 
the war. ^

the boat.
The broadcast of the Prime Min­

ister showed a zealous and whole­
hearted co-operation by the Cana­
dian Government with the British 
Government and an anxiety to 
meet the wishes and the needs of 
Great Britain in every way possible.

One of the interesting disclosures ; 
in Mr. King’s broadcast was that j 
the Canadian Navy is taking its j 
part in the sea battle line with the ; 
British and that there is a program ! 
of big naval construction going on 
in the Canadian dockyards. It has 
become painfully evident that the 
Allies are suffering from the lack of 
tanks, and here we were told that 
the Dominion is willing and able 
to take a part in filling this essen­
tial need by mobilizing its industries, 
among other things, for the manu­
facture of tanks. Nor has there been 
any delay in the matter, as the 
manufacture of 300 tanks has al­
ready begun.

With what was stated by Mr. 
King no one can reasonably accuse 
the Government of laggardness in 
co-operating to the utmost with 
the British Government for the 
prosecution of the war until the 
final victory over the enemy is 
gained. It has been fully realized 
at Ottawa that this is Canada’s 
war as well as that of Great Brit­
ain and the Empire. There is the
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Ottawa

Sur un récent discours de M. King
L'idée de fond de son radio-discours de vendredi soir — 

Il a voulu faire entendre que les faits d'Europe vont 
imposer de nouveaux sacrifices au Canada

"Nous sommes le pont qui relie le nouveau monde 
à l'ancien monde"

fPa^ Léopold RICHER)

pratiquement terminée, parler en chef df la nation. Criti-
> I ! • o Ai A jtAt'Inc nnn 1* ntt A Air v At*I on t n ♦ i n iik I n .

Rit de les dérouvrir. Si Von fait ce 
travail, on s'aperçoit que le récent 

Ottawa, 10-VI-40. — On a vu, au j discours de M. Mackenzie King est 
cours de la semaine qui vient rie se ! très important.
terminer, que le gouvernement ca- Résumons les deux raisons les 
nadien avait coordonné et accru j*> 1 tis plausibles, celles qui s’impo- 
Vcffort de guerre du pays. La pé- sent au premier regard. Tout d’a- 
riode d'enquêtes et d’indécisions est bord, M. Màckenziè King a voulu 
maintenant
Le Royaume-Uni a été certes pour 
quelque chose dans ce nouveau dé­
ploiement d’initiative. 11 y a long­
temps que le Canada offrait aux Al­
liés de# leur fournir un abondant 
matériel de guerre; pour des rai­
sons que l’on connaîtra mieux après 
la guerre, le Canada n'avait pas re­
çu jusqu’ici de bien fortes com­
mandes. Les industriels eux-mê­
mes s’étonnaient de la situation. Ils 
en blâmaient naturellement le gou­
vernement canadien. Les événe­
ments de ces dernières semaines ont 
modifié la politique, de l’Angleterre, 
de sorte que l’industrie canadienne 
sera dorénavant mise à contribu­
tion.

M. King à la radio
Pour couronner une semaine ac-1 

live, le premier ministre a fait un 
discours à la radio vendredi soir, i 
Dans certains milieux on s’attendait 
à des révélations sensationnelles 
sur la politique de guerre du Cana­
da. Au contraire, M. Mackenzie 
King s’est abstenu de toute infor­
mation de nature à mettre la popu- 

| lation au courant des intentions 
' précises du gouvernement. Est-ce 
à dire que le discours du premier 
ministre a été inutile? Non pas. Le 
premier ministre est un homme po­
litique qui connaît son métier. Il 
sait quand il faut parler. Il sait 
aussi quand il faut se taire. S’il 
parle, c’est qu’il a de bonnes rai­
sons de le faire. Ces raisons né 
sont pas toujours apparentes. Il s’a-

pas parlé des nouveaux dangers à la 
légère. Tl s’est sans doute proposé 
de prévenir l’effet psychologique 
qu’une extension considérable du 
conflit ne manquerait pas d’avoir 
sur la population.

“Voici un point sur lequel je dé­
sire insister tout particulièrement, 
n dit le premier ministre. Sî, à un 
moment donné, nous apprenons que 
de nouvelles hostilités ont éclaté, il 
n’y a aucune raison, quelle qu’en 
soif la gravité, pour que les nou­
velles craintes nées de ce fait dégé­
nèrent en un pessimisme injustifié.” 
Et Plus loin, il a donné quelques rai­
sons d’avoir confiance: “Si de nou­
veaux ennemis se dressent contre 
nous, soyons certains que d’anciens 
et de nouveaux amis s’élanceront à 
notre aide. La signification mon­
diale du conflit est comprise dans 
tous les pays. Vous savez la sin­
cérité et la vigueur avec lesquelles 
le président des Etats-Unis a élève 
la voix au nom de l’humanité”. 
Ainsi le conflit peut se répandre. 
Mais la confiance dans la victoire 
finale reste un devoir.

Répercussions du conflit
De telles perspectives ne man­

quent pas d’avoir des répercussions 
sur nous, du Canada. Le premier 
ministre ne nous J'g pas caché 
vendredi soil-. Après avoir parly

l’extension possible du conflit, 
il a parlé bien clairement : “Dans 
une telle occurrence, a-t-il dit, il 
nous faudra, bien entendu, reconsi­
dérer ce que nous sommes appelés, 
pour notre part, à faire pour répon­
dre aux nouvelles exigences. Les 
événements nouveaux nécessitent 
de nouvelles mesures”. En quoi ces 
nôuvélles mesures consisteront- 
elles? Le premier ministre ne l'a pas 
pas révélé. Il s’csl contenté de pro- 
nqncer celte phrasé peu claire: 

M. Mackenzie King s est applique “Nlâist somme toute, nous ferons 
aussi à faire renaître un optimisme prcuve fje sagesse en persistant à 
mesuré, une confiance raisonnée vojrj dims *bn ensemble, la situa- 
dans la victoire ultime des armes ai- |jon squs son vrai jour”. Celle phra- 
liécs. 11 a tenu également a indi- 6Sf un chef-d’oeuvre de vide,
quer que la situation européenne A il leurs, M. King dit: “Quant à

que, parfois vertement et injuste 
ment, par un groupe de députés et 
de sénatéurs conservateurs, M. King 
a fait un discours de chef, affirmant 
ainsi sa ferme résolution de conti­
nuer à diriger la politique de guer­
re du gouvernement canadien, en 
dépit de la critique. Ensuite, M. 
King a voulu montrer l’ampleur de 
notre participation. Kn effet, sous 
J es chiffres modestes qui peuvent 

même paraître dérisoires dans les 
circonstances, aux yeux de certains, 
la participation du Canada s’orga­
nise d’une façon plus méthodique et 
plus rapide qu’auparavant. El ainsi 
le premier ministre s’est trouvé a 
répondre à la critique de la presse 
ultra-impérialiste, qui prétend nue 
le gouvernement canadien n’a rien 

i fait et qu’il continue à ne rien faire.
Avoir quand même confiance

comporte des dangers nouveaux. Il pasp£ct financier, jè mé contenterai 
l’a fait dans des termes solennels. f,e dj|.e quc les crédits actuels poprtermes
“A la lumière de tous les faits con- ,eg seu|es fjns flé la glierre attei- 
nus relativement a la situation telle gnenl go,000,000 par jour, somme, p e ^114. Ill «q V W U | u U V |/MI JWMI 1 V» i » » W

quelle se présente en Europe l'qui croîtra nécessairement à inesu- 
jourd hui, je ne croirais pas accom-re fJUC nous continuerons à faire 
plir tout mon devoir du moment, si ^ dcs besoins exceptionnels”. 
,c ne parlais pas des au rcs dangeis, ^ Mackenzie King, à la fin de 
qui nous menacent . M. M ,,nnC son discours, a parlé des hautes 
King a prevu 1 entree dans . responsabilités du Canada. “M. 
fl, de plusieurs nations ^Winston Churchill, dans son dis-
qu à present, avaient pu demcuier 
neutres. Le premier ministre n’a
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cours de mardi dernier à la Cham­
bre des Communes britannique, a 
lancé l’appèl en termes émouvants. 
Notre nation, avec toute, la vigueur 
de sa jeunesse, la richesse de ses 
ressources et son idéal de liberté, 
acceptera fièrement cette nouvelle 
responsabilité. Nous sommes le 
poiit qui relie le nouveau inonde 
à l’ancien; le pont qui relie la liber­
té nouvelle du continent nord-amé­
ricain à l'anciennê liberté de la 
Grande-Bretagne, qui lui a donné 
naissance. Nous monterons la garde, 
résolus à en défendre lés appro­
ches”.

L'idée de fond de M. King
Voici, en somme, ce qu’il faut 

retenir du discours du premier mi­
nistre, ce pour quoi M. Mackenzie; 
King a prononcé un discours. Il a 
voulu : lo poser un acte de chef; 
2o donner une idée générale de 
l’éffôrt rie guerre canadien; 3o aver­
tir la population dès dangers immé­
diats en Europe; 4o laisser entendre 
clairement que des évènements 
nouveaux nécessitent (te nouvelles 
mesures.

Voilà bien le sens principal du 
discours du premier ministre. Ce 
qui s’est fait, les Canadiens le sa­
vent; ce qui s’accomplit chaque 
jour sous nos yeux, le recrutement 
accéléré et l’industrie au travail, 
noüs ne pouvons pas ne pas le voir; 
ce que l’avenir nous réserve, les 
mesures nouvelles el plus graves 
que les événements rendront inévi­
tables, voilà bien cç qu’il faut an­
noncer à la population afin de là 
préparer et de l’amener à une coo­
pération de plus en plus active. A 
notre avis, c’est là pénsée de fond 
du premier ministre.

Une opposition moins hystérique
La semaine parlementaire n’a 

pas élé aussi brillante que la précé­
dante. La discussion a porté sur des 
bills divers. Il n’y a pas eu, à pro­
prement parler, de grands discours. 
Les ministres ont donné les infor­
mations qui leur étaient demandées. 
L’opposition s’esl montrée beau­
coup moins agressive, sauf pctil- 
étre sur la question du chômage. El 
même sur celte question, on n’a pas 
dit la moitié de ce que l’on expri­
mait librement avant la déclaration 
de guerre. C’est que, de plus en plus, 
ôn ne s'intéresse vraiment qu’à ce 
qui se passe en Europe, attendu 
que ce qui s’y passe aura des ré­
percussions profondes sur la vie de 
notre nation. On s’attend que, pen­
dant la semaine qui commence, des 
événemènfs graves se produisent en | 
Europe. Si tel est le cas, la situa­
tion politique à Ottawa en sera 
sûrement affectée d’une faç 
d’une autre.

Léopold R IC
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There are no qualifications in the “solemn 
assurance” which Premier King gave the 
country in his radio address: “We offered to 
the Allies, in the name of the people of 
Canada, all the additional assistance in our 
power to help them to deal with the recent 
emergency. We have made no restrictions. 
What we could do and have done, what we 
can produce, what we can manufacture, has 
been placed at their disposal to the ut 
liiriit of our capacity and strength.”
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Lord Rothermere Lauds 
Speech by Premier King
Lord Rothermere, British news­

paper publisher, told Prime Min- I 
ister King in a telegram Saturday I 
that “if. leaders like yourself j 
can so inspire their people, victory 
is not far off."

Lord Rothermere, now in Mont- ! 
real, sent the telegram to con­
gratulate the Prime Minister on
i-nc ^rmflrilt Friday niprht 
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CONFIDENCE
'T’HE memorable speech broadcast by Pre- 
* mier Mackenzie King on Friday night last 

almost partakes of the nature of an historic 
State document. It was a most successful
effort to acquaint the entire Canadian nation 
not only with the general facts of Canada’s 
war efforts but with a very large number of 
details in connection with them for which the 
public have been clamouring for some consider­
able time. It was also a convincing presentation 
of all the circumstances that have attended 
the at first slow development of our war 
efforts and of those factors which handicapped 
speeding-up at a time when manufacturers, 
Labour and the Government were all ready 
and anxious to go ahead.

Nobody who listened to Mr. Mackenzie 
King's statement without prejudice could pos­
sibly fail to realize that it was emphatically 
constructive and that it took the nation into 
the Government’s confidence in a very large 
measure. There will, we feel confident, be less 
tendency from now on to hurl vague charges 
of neglect at the Administration, and on the 
part of all loyal Canadians who want to help 
push our war effort ahead with all possible 
speed, a desire, manifested in a practical way, 
to lend useful co-operation instead of shouting 
futile criticism.

Mr. King’s peroration will certainly go 
down in Canadian Parliamentary annals as 
one of the most inspiring declarations that 
have ever been voiced by a Prime Minister of 
this Dominion. It is worth reproducing not 
only here but in permanent form in every 
household in this vast land.

“To the making of Canada have come 
the same chivalry of France and the same 
gallantry of Britain which fashioned the 

* glory of that triumph of heroism. I
i speak the heart and mind of our country

when I say that every fort in Canada 
will be another Calais and every harbour 

i will be another Dunkerque before the men 
and women of our land allow the light 
and the life of their Christian faith to be 
extinguished by the powers of evil, or 
yield their liberties to the tyranny of Nazi 
brutality.”

These are not the words of a man who is 
wasting Canada's time. They are the words 
of a patriot who is doing everything in his 
power to avoid wasting a minute that could 
otherwise be applied to advancing our war 
effort.

We would also draw attention here to the 
message broadcast last rîight. by Premier 
Godbout to the people of Quebec. It also 
breathed an inspiring patriotic spirit. Com- 

i ing from a French-Canadian who has already 
i shown his broad patriotism, it sounds a nigh 

note of pride and of high idealism and 
polling realism.

com

t
\
1
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PRIME MINISTER KING'S BROADCAST
Ottawa, June 7.—(P—Following 

is text of Prime Minister Mac­
kenzie King's speech tonight, over 
the national network of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corpora­
tion:

Fellow Canadians:
I speak to you tonight in the 

midst of the most crowded weeks 
in human history. Barely a month 
has passed since Holland and 
Belgium were first ravaged by 
lightning warfare in all its fury 
and frightfulness. Every suc­
ceeding day since their first 
heroic resistance has brought new 
shocks, new problems, and new 
duties to those in whose hands 
has been placed the task of de­
fending freedom.

The brutal domination of Hol­
land. the tragic surrender of 
Belgium, the invasion of France, 
the capture of the Channel ports, 
have happened in such quick 
succession that the world has 
hardly had time to breathe. To­
day, Britain, no longer in island 
security, prepares to meet the 
invader across the narrow sea. 
At this very hour, the greatest of 
all battles in history is being 
waged within 70 miles of the city 
of Paris. On its outcome may de­
pend the future of France.

As the world has been shaken 
to its foundations by the swift 
march of terrible events, nearly 
every emotion in the heart of 
each one of us has been pro­
foundly stirred. Hate for the in­
human oppressor, pity for the 
helpless and the homeless, pride 
for the brotherhood of the brave 
who have honored the lands of 
Britain and France that gave 
them birth.

CRISES MULTIPLY.
One crisis has not passed be­

fore another has arisen in its 
place. Peril has been heaped 
upon peril. Who will say on what 
new horizon destruction may not 
loom tomorrow?

Is it any wonder that you, my 
fellow citizens, have in these days 
been concerned and impatient, 
full of questionings and doubts. 
You would not be men and wo­
men if you had not been thus 
harassed and distracted. No one 
could have British or French 
blood in his veins and know, as 
we in Canada know, what Britain 
and France mean to the cause of 
free men, without having his na­
ture stirred to its depths by all 
these things.

You have rightly been asking 
what has been done, and is being 
done, to help the cause to which 
we have freely pledged our honor 
and our strength. It is only na­
tural that you should be worried 
ÿbout our fighting forces, about 
airplanes and equipment. It is 
only natural, too, that you should 
be anxious about our internal 
security.

I intend tonight to speak of 
these things. I do not propose to 
apologize for democracy nor to 
direct my attention to criticisms. 
We cannot have the one without 
the other. My purpose rather is 
to endeavour to help you if I can, 
amid all these swift changes in 
the scene in Europe to see the 
conflict in its true perspective, 
and with the conflict in its true 
perspective, the war effort of our 
•owh country. Unless we arc to 
abandon altogether the basis upon 
which we have proceeded from 
the outset, our war effort must be 
kept properly related in time, 
nature and place, to that of the 
Allied powers.

We must never forget that free­
ly. and as one people, we entered 
this war. As one nation we rang­
ed ourselves on the side of free­
dom. As one nation we fight to­
day, and as one nation we will 
fight to the end.

TRACES DEVELOPMENTS.
To help you gain a true per­

spective, may I remind you that 
the war itself did not commence 
until September last. Nine months 
have not yet passed since Parlia­
ment authorized expenditures for 
active participation in the war, 
and in particular for co-operation 
in Canada with the Allied powers 
in the theatres of war in Europe.

As regards the war. there are 
three periods which may be con­
sidered as separate and distinct. 
There was the first period of 
what I might call the shado-w of 
war, during which time there was 
still a hope for peace.

While they worked for peace, 
they also prepared for war. If 
they had not worked for peace, 
they would have been accused of 
precipitating war. not only by the 
ip resent enemies of democracy, 
but also by their own people.

They prepared for war later 
and more slowly than their ene­
mies. Their final preparations had 
necessarily to await the hour that 
would gain for them the sanction 
of their Parliaments. That hour 
came to Canada with the calling 
of the special session of our Par­
liament.

There begins the second period. 
The very strength of democracy 
in peace time became in some 
measure a handicap in war time, 
and in preparations for war time. 
When the shadow had deepened, 
the storm broke and war began, 
Britain and France believed that 
the war would be long. They still 
believe that they were right in 
that belief. They planned for at 
least a three-year war; four years 
were mentioned as a possibility. 
Hitler doubtlcs's knows that he 
can only win a short war. Britain 
and France knew that they could 
only win a long war. They asked 
us to join with them in planning 
for a long war.

Our first effort, therefore, while 
designed to make the greatest 
possible contribution at the be­
ginning. was also planned so that, 
from month to month, manpower 
would grow, production would 
grow, output of munitions and 
supplies would grow, until at the 
critical time when accumulated 
strength became the decisive fac­
tor, it would be available to en­
sure victory.

BLITZKRIEG BEGINS.
The third period is that of the 

blitzkrieg — lightning war, as it 
is expressed in English. It accords 
with the plan which Hitler had all 
along had in mind. Save by those 
possessed of gangster instincts, its 
possibility could never have been 
conceived.

It aims to bring, one by one, 
under the iron heel of Nazi Ger­
many, nation after nation, whe­
ther neutral or belligerent, by 
methods of terrorism and barbar­
ism unparalleled in warfare 
throughout the ages. This element 
of surprise is all - important. 
The process was under way be­
fore the invasion of Poland. It 
began with the invasion of Aus­
tria and Czechoslovakia. It result­
ed in the destruction of Poland; 
it has been only too manifest in 
the conquest of Denmark and 
Norway, of Holland and Belgium. 
It is now seeking by lightning
strokes to conquer France and 
Britain.

These two countries, tiave been 
taken by surprise; notrso much

by sudden attack uppfo them- 
selvjes — sudden attadfejwas ex­
pected at the,/*ommemàéiïient of 
the war. iLhe surprise pas come 
by the ' swiftnete, the magnitude 
and the ferocity of the events 
that preceded them.

No part of the world has been

snocked by these tragic happen­
ings more than this continent. 
The loyalty of neutral nations to 
international law became the 
weapon with which a treacherous 
enemy struck at their hearts. 
They had been sacrificed on the 
altar of their own neutrality.

The lightning war in Europe 
has forced Britain and France to 
view the whole situation in a 
different perspective. Their 
plans, and with them, our plans, 
have had to be changed, and | 
quickened in the light of new | 
a n d appalling developments. | 
Contributions of men, machines : 
and material have had to be 
hastened. Daily improvisations 
have become necessary and have 
been made. The movements of 
men and ships have had to be 
altered. Large additional sums 
of money have had to be found.

SENSE OF TIME GONE.
It is, I fear, only too true that 

the magnitude and speed of ac­
tion, the immensity of the 
changes in the military situation, 
and the unparalleled horrors of 
the conflict have all but destroy­
ed our sense of time. It is diffi­
cult to realize that a month has 
not yet elapsed since Holland and 
Belgium were invaded. The 
heroic resistance of these small'1 
nations to the German onslaught, 
and the magnificent response of 
Britain and France to their ap­
peal for aid were absorbing the , 
attention of the people of Canada j 
when, just a week later, our new 
Parliament met.

i As we watched the spectacle 
of the Gorman forces crushing 
Holland and Belgium under the 
full might of concentrated war-

1 fare, it was inevitable that an 
unparalleled intensity of feeling 
should develop throughout the 
country. There developed equal­
ly naturally a tendency to mea­
sure our Canadian war effort in 
terms, not of long-range and 
carefully laid plans, but in terms 
of the terrible emergency of the 
moment. The unexpected rapid­
ity with which the Nazi forces 
carried out their destructive ad­
vance naturally increased the 
tension and added to an impa­
tient if natural desire for addi­
tional immediate action.

The dramatic events in Europe 
seemed to obscure what Canada 1 
had done, and was doing to prose- !

1 cute the war; they also enhanced i 
the difficulty of presenting to 
Parliament and the people a clear 
picture of our war effort.

SOME DECISIONS SECRET.
As was to be expected, there 

was an insistent demand that the 
Government should “speed up" its 
war effort to meet the new situa­
tion. At the very time, the Gov­
ernment itself was throwing its . 
full energy into adapting our ! 
organization and adjusting oui- 
plans to conform to the swiftly 
changing scene in Europe. It was 
impossible to decide upon changes 
of plans until accurate informa­
tion could be secured from the 
battle front. When decisions were 
reached, some of them, for mili­
tary reasons, could not be an­
nounced immediately. Some have 
not been, and can not yet be 
made public.

I should like to stress that 
everything that has been done 
recently has been accomplished in 
the time it has because the 
foundations of our war effort 
were well and truly laid. Many 
of the measures recently an­
nounced could not have been 
taken earlier, because the cir- , 
cuinstances did not then call for 
emergency action of the charac­
ter recently undertaken. Terrible 
risks must be taken to meet the
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PRIME MINISTER KING'S BROADCAST
Ottawa, June 7.—'? -Following 

is text of Prime Minister Mac­
kenzie King's speech tonight over 
the national network of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corpora­
tion:

Fellow Canadians:
1 speak to you tonight in ’ho 

mid.-t of the most crowded weeks 
in human history. Barely a month 
ha. passed since Holland and 
Belgium were first ravaged by 
lightning warfare in all its fury 
and frightfulness. Every suc­
ceeding day since their first 
heroic resistance has brought new 
shocks, new problems, and new 
duties to those in whose hands 
has beer, placed the task of de­
fending freedom.

The brutal domination ot Hol­
land. the tragic surrender of 
Belgium, the invasion of France, 
me capture of the Channel ports, 
have happened in such quick 
succession that the world has 
hardly had time to breathe. To­
day. Britain, no longer in island 
security, prepares to meet the 
invader across the narrow sea. 
At this very hour, the greatest of 
all battles in history is being 
waged within 70 miles; of the city 
of Pan- On its outcome may de­
pend the future of France.

As the world has been shaken 
to its foundations by the swift 
march of terrible events, nearly 
every emotion in the heart of 
each one of us has been pro­
foundly stirred. Hate for the in­
human oppressor, pity for the 
helpless and the homeless, pride 
for the brotherhood of the brave 
v ho have honored the lands of 
Britain and France that gave 
them birth.

CRISES MULTIPLY.
One crisis has not passed bc- 

fnre another has arisen in its 
place. Peril has been heaped 
upon peril. Wh > will say on what 
ne horizon destruction may not 
loom tomorrow.1

Is it any wonder that you. my 
fellow citizens, have in these days 
been concerned and impatient, 
full of questionings and doubts. 
You would not be men and wo­
men if you had not been thus 
harassed and distracted. No one 
could have British or French 
blood in his veins and know, as 
we in Canada know, what Britain 
and France mean to the cause of 
free men. without having his na­
ture stirred to its depths by all 
these things.

You have rightly been asking 
what has been done, and is being 
done, to help the cause to which 
we have freely pledged our honor 
and ou strength. It is only na­
tural that you should be worried 
9bout our fighting forces, about 
airplane- and equipment It is 
only natural, too. that you should 
be anxious about our internal 
security.

I intend tonight to speak of 
the.-e things. I do not propose to 
apologize for democracy nor to 
direct my attention to criticisms. 
We cannot have the one without 
the other My purpose rather is 
to endeavour to help you if 1 can. 
amid all these swift changes in 
the scene in Europe to see the 
conflict in its true perspective, 
and with the conflict in \\< true 
perspective, the war effort of our 
owh country. Unless we are to 
abandon alt jgether the basis upon 
which wc have proceeded from 
the outset, our* war effort must be 
kept properly related in time, 
nature and place, to that of the 
Allied powers.

We must never forget that free­
ly. and as one people, we entered 
th;s war. As one nation we rang­
ed ourselves on the side of free­
dom. As one nation we fight to­
day. and as one nation we will 
fight to the end.

TRACES DEVELOPMENTS.
Ta help you gain a true per­

spective. may I remind you that 
the war itself did not commence 
until September last. Nine month- 
have not yet passed since Parlia­
ment authorized expenditures for 
active participation in the war,

in Canada with the Allied now ci -

A- iTgards the ■ ar. there arc 
three periods which may be con­
sidered as separate and distinct. 
There was the first period of
what 1 might call the .-had. a of

'

still a hope for peace.
While they worked for peace, 

they also prepared for war. If 
they had not worked for peace 
they would have been accused of 
precipitating war, not only by the 
present enemies of democracy, 
but also by their own people

They prepared for war later 
and more slowly than their ene­
mies. Their final preparations had 
necessarily to await the hour that 
would gain for them the sanction 
of their Parliaments. That hour 
came to Canada with the calling 
of the special session of our Par­
liament.

There begins the second period. 
The very strength of democracy 
m peace time became in some 
measure a handicap in war time, 
and in preparations for w.,r time. 
When the shadow had deepened.

Britain and France believed that 
the war would be long. They still 
believe that they were right in 
that belief. They planned for a: 
least a three-year war; four years 
"ere mentioned as a possibility. 
Hitler doubtless knows that lie 
can only win a short war. Britain 
and France knew that they could 
only win a long war. They asked 
us to join with them in planning 
for a long war.

Our first effort, therefore, while 
designed to make the greatest 
possible contribution at the be­
ginning. was also planned so that, 
from month to month, manpower 
would grow, production would 
grow, output of munitions and 
supplies would grow, until at the 
critical time when accumulated 
strength became the decisive fac­
tor. it would be available to en­
sure victory.

BLITZKRIEG BEGINS.
The third period is that of the 

blitzkrieg — lightning war, as it 
is expressed in English. It accords 
with the plan which Hitler had all 
along had in mind. Save by those 
possessed of gangster instincts, its 
possibility could never have been 
conceived.

It aims to bring, one by one. 
under the iron heel of Nazi Ger­
many, nation after nation, whe­
ther neutral or belligerent, by 
methods of terrorism and barbar­
ism unparalleled in warfare 
throughout the age.-. This element 
of surprise is all - important. 
The process was under way be­
fore the invasion of Poland. It 
began with the invasion of Aus­
tria and Czechoslovakia. It result­
ed in the destruction of Poland; 
it has been only too manifest n 
the conquest of Denmark and 
Norway, of Holland and Belgium. 
It is now seeking by lightning
strokes to conquer France and 
Britain.

These two countries, have been 
taken bv surprise; not so much

bv sudden attack upon them- 
srlvc: Midden attack , was ex­
pected at the commencement of 
tnc war. The surprise has come 
by the swiftness, the magnitude 
and the ferocity of the events 
that preceded them.

No part of the world has been

.-nocked by these tragic happen- 
i"c- more than this continent. 
Ihe loyalty of neutral nations to 
international law became the 
weapon with which a treacherous 
enemy struck at their hearts. 
They had been sacrificed on the 
altar of their own neutrality.

The lightning war in Europe 
has tor red Britain and France to 
view the whole situation in a 
d i fieront perspective. Their 
plans, and with them, our plans. 
Iiavi- had to be changed, and 
quickened in the light ..f new 
and appalling developments. 
Contributions <>f men. machines 
and material have had to be 
hastened. Daily improvisations 
have become necessary and have 
been made. The movements of 
men and ships have had to be 
altered. Large additional sums 
of money have had to be found.

SENSE OF TIME GONE
i-S 1 fear, only too true that 

Fie magnitude and speed of ac- 
lio,F Ihe immensity of the 
chances in the military situation, 
and the unparalleled horror- of 
tae conflict have all but destroy- 
ed our sense of time. It is diffi- 
ru|’ *'1 realize that a month has 
■ ’ ' ’ "lapsed since Holland and
Belgium wore invaded. The 
iier-Mr re.-istance of these small' 
nations to the German onslaught, 
.u.d lMe magnificent response of 
Britain and France to their ap- 
o^al for aid were ab orbing the 
attention of the people of Canada 
when, just a week later, our new 
Parliament met.

As vve watched the spectacle 
ir. n ’11 j G ermai1 forces crushing 
Holland and Belgium under the 
full might of concentrated war­
fare. it was inevitable that an 
unparalleled intensity of feeling 
should develop throughout the 
country. There developed equal­
ly naturally a tendency to mea­
sure our Canadian war effort in 
terms, not of long-range and 
carefully laid plans, but in terms 
ot the terrible emergency of tlie 
moment. The unexpected rapid­
ity with which the Nazi forces 
carried out their destructive ad­
vance naturally increased the 
tension and added to an impa- 
Hcnt if natural desire fr.r addi­
tional immediate action

T Pc dramatic events in Europe 
seemed to obscure what Canada 
had done, and was doing to pro.-e- 

1 m1,!g !,nf,.Vl '!r: 1,1CV also enhanced 
[he difficulty of presenting to 
I an lament and the people a clear 
picture of our war effort.

SOME DECISIONS SECRET.
A a was to be expected. ; here 

was an insistent, demand that the 
Government should -peed up' : - 
ear effort to meet tin new - 

; tlon- At the very time, the Gov­
ernment itself was throwing 
full energy into adapting our 

i organization and adjusting our 
plans to conform to the swiftly 
changing scene in Europe. Ii was 
impossible to decide upon changes 
of plans until accurate informa­
tion could be secured from he 
battle front When decisions were 

' reached, some of them, for mili­
tary reasons, could not be an- 

: nounced immediately. Some have 
not been, and can not vet be 

| made public.
I should like to stress that 

everything that has been done 
recently has been accomplished in 
the time it has because the 
foundations of our war effort 
were well and truly laid Many 
«•f the measures recently an­
nounced could not have been 
taken earlier, because the cir­
cumstances did not then call for 
i mergenc.v action of the charac­
ter recently undertaken. Ten ible 
risks must be taken to meet the
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pi'cst'm crisis—and Canada is"
sharing those risks—but we must 
beware of adding to necessary 
risks, the needless risk of 
abandoning plans to face a long 
and bitter struggle in which stay­
ing power will, in the end, be de­
cisive.
To allow our passionate feeling 

to degenerate into unreasoning 
hysteria would be fatal to Can­
ada’s war effort and a grave in­
jury to the Allied cause. You 
have heard something in the last 
few days of what has been done 
to meet the terrible emergency. 
It could only be disclosed in in­
stalments, and sometimes not at 
all. Many things must still re­
main secret. All disclosures must 
be made at a time when they suit 
the Allied needs.

I could not tell Parliament and 
people, for example, of General 
McNaughton’s visit to the front 
and of the preparation for our 
troops to embark for France, un­
til the story of the epic achieve­
ment of the evacuation of 
Dunkerque was made known to 
the world. I could not tell of the 
despatch of our destroyers to 
England until after they had ar­
rived in British waters. Unfor­
tunately. we have been and still 
are often precluded from saying 
a word of what we had been ask­
ed to do, and of what, in fact, we 
had done and were doing.

TELLS WHAT WAS DONE.
It may help to bring home to 

you all a fuller appreciation of 
what has actually been accom­
plished if I summarize some of 
the results in terms of men. 
equipment and supply.

I should like, however, first to 
give you this solemn assurance. 
We offered to the Allies, in the 
name of the people of Canada, 
all the additional assistance in 
our power to help them to deal 
with the recent emergency. We 
have made no restrictions. What 
we could do and have done, 
what we can, produce, what we 
can manufacture, has been placed 
at their disposal to the utmost 
limit of our capacity and strength. 
They have asked us to do a num­
ber of things. We have sought 
to do each one of them promptly, 
completely and without qualifi­
cation. We have, on our own ac­
count, made additional offers and 
suggestions. Many of them have 
been accepted.

In the army, when Belgium • 
and Holland were invaded, we 
had 81,519 men of . all ranks. We 
had one division, with its ancil- ; 
lar.y troops, trained and equip­
ped with motorized units on ac­
tive service in England. Twenty- 
three thousand young Canadians 
were ready for embarkation to 
Norway or to Flanders whenever 
the word came from the Allied 
High Command.

A Second Division of men. with 
necessary auxiliaries, amounting 
in all to 24,000 men, were com­
pleting their Canadian training.

Strategic areas in Newfound­
land were defended by this coun­
try’s soldiers.

When the “blitzkrieg.” Hitler’s 
lightning war began, we advanc­
ed the dale of the despatch of 
our Second Division. We did like­
wise with all reinforcements for 
the First Division, who had not 
proceeded to England. We speed­
ed the recruiting of reinforce­
ments for the Second Division. 
We undertook the formation of a 
Canadian Corps in the field and 
provided the necessary corps 
troops. We decided to raise a 
Third Division. The units have 
been announced, and recruiting 
has begun.

HOME GUARD FORMED.
We formed a Veterans’ Home 

Guard for the defence of our in­
ternal security, and have author­
ized the establishment of addi­
tional veterans’ reserves. We U11-

aertooK to raiSd rifle^battalions
for a Fourth Division. We have 
established a special training 
course for officers, and veteran 
officers.

Canadian soldiers are today 
also on active duty in the West 
Indies and the North Atlantic.

In the navy, we began the 
month of may with 6.614 officers 
and ratings, including 125 offi­
cers and 100 ratings serving in 
the British navy.

We had 94 vessels in commis­
sion.

We had 90 vessels under con­
struction.

Our ships operated on both 
coasts, in West Indian waters, 
and convoyed ships from our 
shores and protected our harbors.

Since the course of the war 
changed, with the shock of un­
contemplated suddenness. we 
have ordered the recruitment of 

I 4,900 additional men. Every ship- 
, yard now works to capacity. And 

today, by one of those strange 
changes of fate and fortune, our 
destroyers’ willingly repaying a 

. small part of an ancient debt, are 
; helping to guard the shores of 

Britain, and watch with increas­
ing vigilance for those who would 
violate her island freedom. I bade 
them Godspeed when they left 
with the same pride with which 
you and the people of Britain 
greeted their arrival.

Our navy is a young navy. It 
has inherited great traditions: It 
is helping to create them.

The Royal Canadian Air Force 
had no existence during the last 
war. At the beginning of May. it 
had a strength of 12,315 men. We 
had a strength of 12,315 men. We 
fence, one army co-operation 
squadron overseas, another com­
pleting it.-: training in Canada, 
and reinforcements continuously 
preparing for active service in 

, the army co-operation school.
| The Commonwealth Air Train- 
I ing Plan was proceeding in mng- 
I nitude, training, and time in ac- 
I cordance with the predetermined 
j plan.

AIR PLAN SPEEDED.
The Nazis struck with all their 

power. Their swift advance was 
made possible by their numerical 
superiority in the air. We imme- 

1 diatcly sent overseas No. 112 
I Army Co-operation Squadron. 

We called up for immediate ser­
vice 5.000 recruits for the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. We under­
took to despatch overseas a fight­
er squadron of the Royal Can­
adian Air Force. We appointed 
a Minister to devote his entire 
time and attention to national de­
fence for air.

We have hastened the construc­
tion of air fields and hangars a 
year earlier than the time fixed 
under the Commonwealth plan.

We have sent overseas a num­
ber of pilots recently graduated 
from Camp Borden, who were 
intended to be used as instruc­
tors. Many of our own airplanes 
were sent to Britain. Airplanes 
of British manufacture, ordered 
five months before the outbreak 
of war for our own air force and 
which were on their way to Can­
ada were, on our own instructions, 
stopped in mid-ocean and re­
turned to Britain.

It has been stated that the Com- 
! mon weal l h Air Training Plan will 
; be abandoned or postponed be­

cause of these changes. This is 
; not true. It will yet be a decisive 

instrument of victory.
Of money. I will say no more 

than that the present appropria- 
i lion for war purposes alone is 

$2.000.000 a day. an amount which 
; will necessarily be increased as 

we continue to seek to meet ex­
ceptional needs.

I have told you these things be­
cause it is difficult amid all the 
new distractions of war for any­
one in Canada to obtain a clear 
picture at one time of what is be­
ing done to meet the situation.

The Government is devoting all 
its energy, and marshalling all re­
sources to meet the threat to our 
liberty. We need your confidence. 
We need the constructive help of 
every Canadian. In steadfastness 
and courage remains the hope of 
human liberty. Panic, dissension, 
disunity, arc the only enemies 
that can defeat us.

“ALL IS NOT DARK.”
All is not dark in the skies 

above us. The first series of 
enemy gains will not end this 
war, any more than it ended 
other wars in which the British 
and French peoples have fought 
side by side. The enemy’s tactics, 
his weapons, his strength are now 
known. They surprised us. They 
will not defeat us.

In the light of all that is known 
of the situation as it is shaping 
itself in Europe today, I feel I 
would not be doing my full duty 
at this time, if I did not speak 
of other dangers which threaten.

I began by distinguishing three 
phases, of the war. P is difficult 
to believe that we arc now at 
this moment at the beginning of 
a fourth phase. Our attention 
from the outset has been directed 
to Germany as the sole enemy, 
and to her effort to destroy Bri­
tain and France.

The coming phase will witness 
operations in entirely new 
theatres of war. It will most cer­
tainly be marked by confhct be­
tween nations that thus far have 
escaped or avoided hostilities. 
How sudden or how extensive 
these new dcvolepments may be, 
no one can say.

“What I wish to make clear is, 
that if at any moment we learn 
that fresh hostilities have broken 
out, on however terrible a scale, 
there is no reason why fresh fears 
should occasion undue alarm. We 
shall have, of course, to assess 
anew what may be necessary on 
our part to meet the demands of 
the new situation. New events 
will demand new measures, but 
we will do well to continue to 
keep the situation as a whole in 
its true perspective.

While not under-estimating the 
dangers that threaten from other 
coasts and other seas, let us re­
member that against the perils 
of the present and the future are 
arrayed a new realization on the 
part of all free peoples of the 
nature of the conflict, and a new 
determination to spare no effort 

i and no sacrifice in the indomit­
able will to conquer. If democ­
racy lacked foresight and auda­
city in the past, as the Premier 

; of France said yesterday, those 
days are over.

BLOCKADE TIGHTER.
The German territorial advances 

• contain within themselves elc- 
[ ment.s of weakness. Economic 
1 blockade and contraband control 

can. and will now, be exercised 
with increasing and more effective 
pressure. Disregard lor the 
strength and the ruthlessness of 
the enemy, lack of preparation to 
meet the demands of modern 
mechanized warfare, the suspense 
of waiting for an enemy who 
shrinks from no violation of right, 
and no manifestation of terror, all 
these things have passed away.

Discipline has come to us all, 
not from without, but from with­
in. Wanton brutality has trans­
formed isolation of outlook, and 
neutrality of heart, into mere 
empty words. The treachery that 
stabbed the neutral nations killed 
neutrality itself with the same 
fell blow.

If new enemies oppose us, we 
mây be sure that old and new 
friends will arise to help us. The 
worldwide significance of the 
conflict is being realized in every 
land. You know how earnestly 
and vigorously the President of 

I the United States has spoken in 
i the name of humanity. There has 
| been mobilized in the cause of
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—m'r’noni tho conscience of 'ho '
civilized world, and tyranny will 
long remember the power of that 
conscience, and the final effect 
of (he world's condemnation upon 
the forces of evil.

Canada is called upon to accept 
a greater and higher responsibil­
ity. It was framed in living words 
by Mr. Churchill in his speech to 
the Brtiish House of Commons on 
Tuesday last. This nation with all 
the strength of its youth, the 
wealth of ils resources, and the 
idealism of its freedom, will- 
proudly accept its new respon­
sibility. We are the bridge be­
tween the Old World and the 
New; the bridge which joins the 

I new freedom of the North Am- 
! crican Continent with the ancient 
j freedom of Britain which gave it 
! birth. We will stand resolute to 
' defend its approaches and its 
| abutments.

From the harbor of Dunkerque i 
and from the citadel of Calais 
the bravest men in the world 
battled their way home to fight ; 
once again for liberty and good­
ness and mercy.

To the making of Canada have 
I come the same chivalry of i 
; France and the same gallantry ! 
i of^Bril ish which fashioned the ;
| glory of that triumph of hero- ! 

ism. I speak the heart and mind 
of our country when 1 say that 
every fort in Canada will be an­
other Calais and every harbor 
will bo another Dunkerque be­
fore the men and women of our 
land allow tho light and the life 
of their Christian faith to ho 
extinguished by the powers of 

j evil, or yield their liberties to 
'• the tyranny of Nazi brutality.
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CONFIDENCE MUST BE EARNED 
BY DEEDS, NOT WORDS.

Expression in last night’s broadcast by W. L. 
M. King of Canada’s determination to aid in every 
way the war effort of the Allies was couched in the 
expansive phrases of which he is master. If it 
indicates a determination on the part of his Govern­
ment to give everything Canada has to the winning 
of the war, the new attitude will be heartily wel­
comed.

Mr. King's defense of the leisurely character of 
past performances was not impressive. His sugges­
tion that “long term and carefully planned” arrange­
ments must necessarily be slow does not bear in­
spection. Australia is fighting in the same war, and 
her preparations must have been subject to similar 
considerations as to the duration of the war, yet 
with half our population she already^ has two divi­
sions in the field to our one, and she long ago sent 
forward her railway troops for which she was asked, 
while the raising of railway troops in Canada was 
only yesterday announced by Mr. Rogers in the 
House of Commons. Admittedly Britain has in­
creased her effort since the May crisis, but long be­
fore that her war effort was on a scale to which 
Canada’s bore no proportional relation.

If Mr. King and his Government have been 
criticized, they have only themselves to thank. What 
he calls hysteria is the awakening of the people of 
this country to the fact that we have been slow in 
pulling our weight. His statement last night was in 
very different tone to his declaration in the House 
of Commons on March 30th, 1939, when he said that, 
“We must choose between keeping our own house in 
order and trying to save Europe and Asia.” That was 
not a reasonable choice for the Prime Minister of a 
member of the British Commonwealth of Nations to 
put before this country in the light of the situation 
of that day.

It required the crisis to awaken Canadians to 
the possibility that Mr. King was voicing his own 
views when he said that, “The idea that every twenty 
years this country should automatically and as a 
matter of course take part in a war overseas for 
democracy, or self-determination of other small na­
tions, that a country which has all it can do to run 
itself should be called upon to save, periodically, a 
continent that cannot run itself, and to these ènds 
risk the lives of its people, risk bankruptcy and

poilitical disunion seems to many a nightmare and 
sheer madness.” Were they to be blamed ^f they 
saw in the leisurely character of our war effort the 
forking out of an idea to which Mr. King gave 

' expression nearly two months after the outbreak of 
war, when he said that, “The most effective contri­
bution Canada can make in support of the Allies is 
certain to differ greatly from our contribution in 
the last war. Our contribution to economic warfare 
may easily prove to be most important of all.”

Mr. King’s address last night offers hope that 
he is now willing to move in the direction in which 
Canada has wanted him to go. If Half-Way Gardi­
ner and the other holdbacks of his Government can 
be pushed along the same path it will be time enough 
for him to ask for the confidence of the country. 
He will have confidence so far as he measures up 
to the country's demands. y
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Canada Listens
HTHE Prime Minister’s Friday night 

**■ speech over the radio was a good 
sample of what Canadian people want to 
hear from their Government.

Mr. King told of what Canada is doing 
to help win the war. He explained how 
action and thought had changed about 
the war. He called attention to the 
perils that lie ahead, and to the new 
threats that may arise against Canada.

That is what the Canadian people want 
to hear. They want to know, to under­
stand the steps the Government is tak­
ing. They want to be told of the full 
size of the job ahead, and they are not 
afraid of hearing of dangers that 
threaten.

It is vital that the Government take 
the people into its confidence to the 
greatest extent that military considera­
tions permit. By telling the people as 
much as it can, but saying it clearly and 
forcibly, so that it will be brought home 
to everyone in the country, the Govern­
ment will get the greatest support from 
the Canadian nation for the war effort.

In the past week the Government has 
been telling the public a great deal more 
than it had been. The result has been 
an inspiration to the country, a much 
better understanding of the war effort. 
If the effect has been good, the obvious 
thing is to keep up the good work, to tell 
the people everything possible. It is up 
to the Government to continue and 
expand its efforts to tell Canada.
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NO LIMIT ON CANADA’S EFFORTS
Prime Minister King, in his splendid speech last night, 

made it clear to the world that Canada, which entered into the 
present struggle of its own free will, places no limit upon its 
efforts in the allied cause. All that can be done is being done 
and will be done until victory is attained. By the magnitude, 
the swiftness and ferocity of the attack by the enemy, the 
Allies have been surprised but not vanquished.

Mr. King felt that recent events in Europe might well be 
divided into three phases.

There was, first, the shadow of war when the present Allies 
strove for peace and at the same time prepared for war. Then 
came the actual hostilities. Canada’s plan was necessarily 
co-ordinated with that of its Allies. Hitler could only hope to 
win a short war, the Allies a longer war, of three or perhaps 
four years. The Canadian effort was keyed to get the. maxi­
mum results in that period.

The third phase, that of lightning war upon the west, 
began less than a.month ago, although events have moved so 
quickly that it is difficult to realize it. Events have moved so 
rapidly that the world scarcely has had time to breathe—the 
tragedy of Holland, the capitulation of Belgium, the invasion 
of Northern France. Peril has been heaped on peril, while the 
emotions have been stirred with hatred for the crimes commit­
ted, pity for the sufferers, pride in the achievements of the 
men of two races which built Canada, “the bravest men in the 
world.” Even now, seventy miles from Paris, the greatest 
battle ever fought may decide the fate of France.

In such circumstances Canadians 
would not he true to themselves if 
they did not inquire whether 
everything possible which Canada 
could do was being done, but they 
would not be true if they indulged 
in unreasoning hysteria. It was 
immediately necessary to readjust 
plans to the new situation. It 
meant taking bigger risks, but time 
was all-important. The govern­
ment made it plain to London that 
Britain merely had to ask and Can­
ada would comply. What was 
asked was granted promptly and 
many suggestions from Canada of 
further help had been accepted. 
Canadian destroyers are now help­
ing defend the shores of Britain, 
thus paying back a little of an 
ancient debt. On Canada’s own \ 
initiative, planes ordered in Brit-, 
aiû months ago were turned back 
in mid-Atlantic. The war is now 
costing Canada two millions a day 
and'it will cost more.

Much of Canada's increased 
efforts could not be told at once; 
much has been told recently; much 
cannot yet be told. In his recent 
speech, Mr. Churchill suggested 
new responsibilities might fall 
ipon the New World. Canada is 
ready to assume every obligation 
as the link between the New and 
the Old Worlds.

There was the strong possibility 
that the war is about to enter a 
fourth phase and new countries be 
Involved, but Canadians would be 
undaunted, for all the countries 
drawn in would not be on the 
enemy side, saifl Mr. King in his 
notable speech, comparable to 
those of Mr. Churchill and Pre­
mier Reynaud in its determination 
that the war he carried to a victor­
ious conclusion. à
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Canada Responds
Information, received through neutral channels from Berlin, 

is to the effect that the Nazi highest command—that is to say. 
Hitler—is disconcerted by the progress to date of the blitzkrieg. 
To the Allied command, this progress has been rapid and de­
structive beyond anything which was written in the range of 
their imagination; but there is nevertheless some ground for the 
belief that the resistance offered has been very inconvenient to 
Hitler and that the reaction of the peoples of the Allied countries 
to the Nazi onslaught has also been something beyond his 
imagination. According to this report, Herr Hitler's timetable 
called for the over-running of Holland in a single day, to be 
followed by defeats of British and French forces so disastrous 
and decisive in character that by May 25 the Allied governments, 
realizing the hopelessness of the struggle, would sue for peace.

*:* »:= *:«

There is nothing in this which is difficult to believe. Herr 
Hitler’s contempt for the democracies as countries whose people 
were both unwilling and unable to fight has long been known 
Rauschning, in his “Hitler Speaks,” reports this as Hitler’s 
estimate of these democracies:

Democracy has no genuine convictions for which 
people would be willing to stake their lives. Fear and 
personal advantage will in every case, sooner or later, lead 
to capitulation. Lack of conviction always results in defeat­
ism; resistance is useless.

Entertaining such views and knowing the range and viol­
ence of the assault which he had arranged to deliver, it is likely 
that he believed that the Allied armies would be scattered like 
chaff in an instant of time and that the peoples behind them 
would capitulate.

The developments to date, disastrous as they have been to 
the Allies, must nevertheless be surprising to Herr Hitler if he 
looked for an early clean-up, particularly if early victory is 
essential to him, which may be the case. He has found that the 
armies of freedom can and will fight; that, as the record of the 
evacuation of the bclcagured armies from Flanders shows, they 
have supreme qualities of steadiness and courage, with a capacity 
for initiative and resource to meet dangerous emergencies which 
is only possible to free men; that “capitulation” is a word not 
known to the Allied peoples (however attractive it may have 
seemed to the caitiff King of the Belgians); and that he is up 
against aH‘ intangible moral quality which he is not able to 
understand: the unconquerable resolution of a free people to 

[die rather than yield—a resolution which will bring into play 
imponderables that, perhaps in the short run, certainly in the 
long run, will save them from the fate against which it has been 
invoked.



Office of

The Prime Minister

38346
Name of Publication .........................................................................................................

Date.................................................................................

Subject ............................................................................................................................................................... .

Mr. Churchill's speech, in its immediate effects and in its 
contribution to the future, may well rank as one of the turning 
points of the war. If Hitler has any sense of moral values, he 
will recognize it as a challenge to mortal conflict. It will dis­
abuse his mind of any idea of easy victory and an early peace.
He will know that the democratic cause cannot compound with 
him or surrender to him; that the defending forces of civiliza­
tion and Christianity will only yield ground after a desperate 
defence, and then only to retreat to other defensive positions; 
that the banners of the nations that have the courage to fight 
lor freedom, even though their territories may be under the 
heel of the oppressor, will still float in the breeze; that the war 
will go on, regardless of sacrifice, regardless of time, until the 
hordes of our Twentieth Century Genghis Khan are stayed 
and the counter-attack for the rewinning of the world for 
liberty can begin. The heroic age has returned to the. world; 
and there will be no lack of heroes. “For Freedom’s battle once 
“begun, bequeathed from bleeding sire to son, though baffled 
“oft, is ever won.”

• $ ih >:<

Churchill’s speech, which must take its place among the 
great examples of inspiring oratory, voices this unconquerable 
will to resist, and as well suggests, as conceivable though not 
probable, steps which, if the battle is long and strategic retreat 
necessary, may have to be taken. There is an implication in his 
speech which profoundly affects Canada. Of this implication 
the Canadian people, or at least very large numbers of them, 
arc conscious; and they have risen to it in the spirit of courage 
and devotion which we share with the people of the Allied 
democracies. If it should ever be necessary, owing to disaster, 
unforeseen and not believed possible, “our Empire across the 
“seas, armed and guarded by the British fleet,” said Churchill.
“will carry on the struggle until, in God's good time, the new 
“world, in all its strength and might, sets forth to the rescue 
“and liberation of the old.” This call to be ready, if fate should 
fo dispose matters, to play a role in the Great War for the libera­
tion of mankind greater than is allotted to it in the dispositions 
of today, has found its answer in the hearts and minds of 
Canadians.

They have an understanding of the conditions that may 
determine such a course of events ; of what it will involve in the 
assumption of new, onerous and permanent obligations; of what 
it will mean in terms of sacrifice and endurance; and knowing 
all this, they h.ay^jaecn fcptfiectant that Canada would answer, in 
words as cmphaW^asjjidle employed by Mr. Churchill, that 
this resfronsjhility if allotted t('►Canada by fate will be resolutely 
accepted and1 faithfully discharged. Last night Mr. King, in his 
broadcast to the Canadian people, gave an answer in terms which 
invests Canada's war effort with new and deep significance.
If Mr. Churchill’s words were a trumpet-call to the Allied
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will to resist, and as well suggests, as conceivable though not 
probable, steps which, if the battle is long and strategic retreat 
necessary, may have to be taken. There is an implication in his j 
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democracies. If it should ever be necessary, owing to disaster, 
unforeseen and not believed possible, “our Empire across the 
“seas, armed and guarded by the British fleet,” said Churchill, 
“will carry on the struggle until, in God’s good time, the new 
“world, in all its strength and might, sets forth to the rescue 
“and liberation of the old.” This call to be ready, if fate should 
so dispose matters, to play a role in the Great War for the libera­
tion of mankind greater than is allotted to it in the dispositions 
of today, has found its answer in the hearts and minds of 
Canadians.
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They have an understanding of the conditions that may 
determine such a course of events; of what it will involve in the 
assumption of new, onerous and permanent obligations; of what 
it will mean in terms of sacrifice and endurance; and knowing 
all this, they havj^been' expectant that Canada would answer, in 
words emphatïjp as^thcèe employed by Mr. Churchill, that 
this responsibility if allotted to Canada by fate will be résolut el \ 
accepted and faithfully discharged. Last night Mr. King, in hi. 
broadcast to the Canadian people, gave an answer in terms which 
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nations, hardening" will and resolving hesitations and doubts, 
their effect on these peoples and on the neutral nations that 
begin to see where their duty and their interest lie, cannot but 
be strengthened by their endorsement by the Prime Minister of 
Canada.

More remains to be done, however, than merely to accept 
the responsibility of the principle of unlimited and total co­
operation with our Allies until victory is won. The ready 
acceptance of the principle is excellent. The Canadian people 
expected it of their Prime Minister. But the principle itself 
must now be translated into vigorous action. The nation, 
listening to Mr. King's broadcast, will accept only with reserve 
his claims to foresight and preparedness. The story of our war, 
effort up to now is a familiar one. What the people want at this! 
moment is the assurance that our Government has the ability 
and the vigor to snatch the initiative from our enemies forever, 
that it will not only accept burdens proposed to it, but will have 
the courage, and strength of vision to create new opportunities 
of contributibn tfljpthc common cause. We must mobilize our 
strength not onlyln men but in industry and production gener­
ally on a scale hitherto unknown, and forge here the vital links
in the chain tl iocs down to acieai.will at last jjjrag r
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their effect on these peoples and on the neutral nations that 
begin to sec where their duty and their interest lie, cannot but 
be strengthened by their endorsement by the Prime Minister of
Canada.

More remains to be done, however, than merely to accept 
the responsibility of the principle of unlimited and total co­
operation with our Allies until victory is won. The ready 
acceptance of the principle is excellent. The Canadian people- 
expected it of their Prime Minister. But the principle itself 
must now be translated into vigorous action. The nation, 
listening to Mr. King's broadcast, will accept only with reserve 
his claims to foresight and preparedness. The story of our war 
effort up to now is a familiar one. What the people want, at thi. 
moment is the assurance that our Government has the abilit; 
and the vigor to snatch the initiative from our enemies forever, 
that it will not only accept burdens proposed to it. but will have 
the courage and strength of vision to create new opportunities 
of contribution tpTthe common cause. Wc must mobilize our 
strength not onljhn men but in industry and production gener­
ally on a scale hitherto unknown, and forge here the vital link
in the drain that wiH at last^hag < foes down to defeat.

REPEAT
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TEXT OF PRIME MINISTER KING'S

Ottawa, June 7.—,(P;—Following 
is text of Prime Minister Mac- | 
kenzie King's speech tonight over 
the national network of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corpora­
tion:

Fellow Canadians:
I speak to you tonight in the 

midst of the most crowded weeks 
in human history. Barely a month 
has passed since Holland and 
Belgium were first ravaged by 
lightning warfare in all its fury 
and frightfulness. Every suc­
ceeding day since their first 
heroic resistance has brought new 
shocks, new problems, and new 
duties to those in whose hands 
has been placed the task of de­
fending freedom.

The brutal domination of Hol­
land. the tragic surrender of 
Belgium, the invasion of France, 
the capture of the Channel ports, 
have happened in such quick 
succession that the world has 
hardly had time to breathe. To­
day, Britain, no longer in island 
security, prepares to meet the 
invader across the narrow sea.
At this very hour, the greatest of 
all battles in history is being 
waged within 70 miles of the city 
of Paris. On its outcome may de­
pend the future of France.

As the world has been shaken 
to its foundations by the swift 
march of terrible events, nearly 
every emotion in the heart of 
each one of us has been pro­
foundly stirred. Hate for the in­
human oppressor, pity for the 
helpless and the homeless, pride 
for the brotherhood of the brave 
who have honored the lands of ! 
Britain and France that gave j 
them birth.

CRISES MULTIPLY.
One crisis has not passed be­

fore another has arisen in its 
place. Peril has been heaped 
upon peril. Who will say on what 
new horizon destruction may not 
loom tomorrow?

Is it any wonder that you. my 
fellow citizens, have in these days 
been concerned and impatient, 
full of questionings and doubts. 
You would not be men and wo­
men if you had not been thus 
harassed and distracted. No one 
could have British or French 
blood in his vjeitrs ^nd know, as 
we in Canada know, what Britain 
and France mean to the cause of 
free men, without having his na­
ture stirred to its depths by all 
these things. ' «; " ww.

BROADCAST
You have rightly been asking j 

what has been done, and is being 
done, to help the cause to which 
we have freely pledged our honor 
and our strength. It is only na­
tural that you should be worried 
about our fighting forces, about 
airplanes and equipment. It is' 
only natural, too, that you should 
be anxious about our internal 
security.

I intend tonight to speak of 
these things. I do not propose to 
apologize for democracy nor to 
direct my attention to criticisms. 
We cannot have the one without 
the other. My purpose rallier is 
to endeavour to help you if I can. 
amid all these swift changes in 
the scene in Europe to see the 
conflict in its true perspective, 
and with the con flit t in its true 
perspective, the war effort of our 
own country. Unless we are to 
abandon altogether the basis upon 
which we have proceeded from 
the outset, our war effort must be 
kept properly related in time, 
nature and place, to that of the 
Allied powers.

We must never forget that free­
ly, and as one people, we entered 
this war. As one nation we rang­
ed ourselves on the side of free­
dom. As one nation we fight to­
day. and as one nation we will 
fight to the end.

TRACES DEVELOPMENTS.
To help you gain a true per­

spective, may I remind you that 
the war itself did not commence 
until September last. Nine months 
have not yet passed since Parlia­
ment authorized expenditures for 
active participation in the war, 
and in particular for co-operation 
in Canada with the Allied powers 
in the theatres of war in Europe.

As regards the war, there are 
three periods which may be con­
sidered as separate and distinct. 
There was the first period of 
what 1 might call the shadow of 
war, during which time there was 
still a hope for peace.

While they worked for peace, 
they also prepared for war. If 
they had not worked for peace, 
they would have been accused of 
precipitating war, not only by the 
ipresent enemies of democracy, 
but also by their own people.

They prepared for war later 
and more slowly than their ene­
mies. Their final preparations had

necessarily to await the hour that 
would gain for them the sanction 
of their Parliaments. That hour 
came to Canada with the calling 
of the special session of our Par­
liament.

There begins the second period. 
The very strength of democracy 
in peace time became in some 
measure a handicap in war time 
and in preparations for war time. 
When the shadow, had deepened, 
the storm broke and war began! 
Britain and France believed that 
the war would be long. They still 
believe that they were right in 
that belief. They planned for at 
least a three-year war; four years 
were mentioned as a possibility. 
Hitler doubtless knows that he 
can only win a short war. Britain 
and t ranee knew that they could 
only win a long war. They asked 
us to join with them in planning 
for a long war.

Our first effort, therefore, while 
designed to make the greatest 
possible contribution at the be­
ginning, was also planned so that 
from month to month, manpower 
would grow, production would 
grow output of munitions and 
supplies would grow, until at the 
critical time when accumulated 
strength became the decisive fac­
tor, it would be available to en­
sure victory.

BLITZKRIEG BEGINS.
The third period is that of the 

blitzkrieg — lightning war, as it 
is expressed in English. It accords 
with the plan which Hitler had all 
along had in mind. Save by those 
possessed of gangster instincts, its 
possibility could never have been 
conceived.

It aims to bring, one bv one, 
under the iron heel of Nazi Ger­
many, nation after nation, whe­
ther neutral or belligerent, by 
methods of terrorism and barbar­
ism unparalleled in warfare 
throughout the ages. This element 
of surprise is all - important, 
the process was under way be­
fore the invasion of Poland. It 
began with the invasion of Aus­
tria and Czechoslovakia. It result­
ed in the destruction of Poland- 
it has been only too manifest in 
the conque*t of Denmark and 
Norway, of Holland and Belgium 
it is now seeking by lightning
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strokes to conquer France and 
Britain.

These two countries have been 
taken by surprise; not so much 

by sudden attack upon them­
selves — sudden attack was ex­
pected at the commencement of 
the war. The surprise has come 
by the swiftness, the magnitude 
and the ferocity of the events 
that preceded them.

No part of the world has been 
shocked by these tragic happen­
ings more than this continent. 
The loyalty of neutral nations to 
international law became the 
weapon with which a treacherous 
enemy struck at their hearts. 
They had been sacrificed on the 
altar of their own neutrality.

The lightning war in Europe 
has forced Britain and France to 
view the whole situation in a 
different perspective. Their 
plans, and with them, our plans, 
have hud to be changed, and 
quickened in the light of new 
and appalling developments. 
Contributions of men, machines 
and material have had to be 
hastened. Daily improvisations 
have become necessary and have 
been made. The movements of 
men and ships have had to be 
altered. Large additional sums 
of money have had to be found.

SENSE OF TIME GONE.
It is, I fear, only too true that 

the magnitude and speed of ac­
tion, the immensity of the 
changes in the military situation, 
and the unparalleled horrors of 
the conflict have all but destroy­
ed our sense of time. It is diffi­
cult to realize that a month has 
not yet elapsed since Holland and 
Belgium were invaded. The 
heroic resistance of these small 
nations to the German onslaught, 
and the magnificent response of 
Britain and France to their ap­
peal for aid were absorbing the 
attention of the people of Canada 
when, just a week later, our new 
Parliament met.

As we watched the spectacle 
of the German forces crushing 
Holland and Belgium under the 
full might of concentrated war­
fare,. it was inevitable that an 
unparalleled intensity of feeling 
should develop throughout the 
country. There developed equal­
ly naturally a tendency to mea­
sure our Canadian war effort in 
terms, not of long-range and 
carefully laid plans, but in terms 
of the terrible emergency of the 
moment. The unexpected rapid­
ity with which the Nazi forces 
carried out their destructive ad­
vance naturally increased the 
tension and added to an impa­
tient if natural desire for addi­
tional immediate action.

Trie dramatic events in Europe 
seemed to obscure what Canada 
had done, and was doing to prose­
cute the war; they also enhanced 
the difficulty of presenting to 
Parliament and the people a clear 
picture of our war effort.

SOME DECISIONS SECRET.
As was to be expected, there 

was an insistent demand that the 
Government should '‘speed up" its 
war effort to meet the new situa­
tion. At the very time, the Gov­
ernment itself was throwing its 
full energy into adapting our 
organization and adjusting our 
plans to conform to the swiftly 
changing scene in Europe. It was 
impossible to decide upon changes 
of plans until accurate informa­
tion could be secured from the 
battle front. When decisions were 
reached, some of them, for mili­
tary reasons, could not be an­
nounced immediately. Some have 
not been, and can not yet be 
made public.

I should like to stress that 
everything that has been done 
recently has been accomplished in 
the time it has because the 
foundations of our war effort 
were well and truly laid. Many 
of the measures recently an­
nounced could not have been 
taken earlier. because the cir­
cumstances did not then call for 
emergency action of the charac­
ter recently undertaken. Terrible 
risks must be taken to meet the 
present crisis—and Canada i.s 
sharing those risks—but we must 
beware of adding to necessary 
risks, the needless risk of 
abandoning plans to face a long 
and bitter struggle in which stay­
ing power will, in the end, be de­
cisive.
To allow our passionate feeling 

to degenerate into unreasoning 
hysteria would be fatal to Can­
ada’s war effort and a grave in­
jury to the Allied cause. You 
have heard something in the last 
few days of what has been done 
to meet the terrible emergency. 
It could only be disclosed in in­
stalments, and sometimes not at 
all. Many things must still re­
main secret. All disclosures must 
be made at a time when they suit 
the Allied needs.

I could not tell Parliament and 
people, for example, of General 
McNaughton's visit to the front 
and of the preparation for our 
troops to embark for France, un­
til the story of the epic achieve­
ment of the evacuation of 
Dunkerque was made known to 
the world. I could not tell of the 
despatch of our destroyers to 
England until after they had ar­
rived in British waters. Unfor­
tunately. we have been and still 
arc often precluded from saying 
a word of what we had been ask­
ed to do. and of what, in fact, we 
had done and were doing.

1ELLS WHAT WAS DONE.
It may help to bring home to 

von all a fuller aporeciation of 
what has actually been accom­
plished if I summarize some of 
the results in terms of men, 
equipment and supply.

I should like, however, first to 
give you this solemn assurance. 
We offered to the Allies, in the 
name of the people of Canada, 
all the additional assistance in 
our power to help them to deal 
with the recent emergency. We 
have made no restrictions. What 
we could do and have done, 
what we can produce, what we , 
can manufacture, has been placed i 
at their disposal to the utmost 
limit of our capacity and strength. 
They have asked us to do a num­
ber of things. We have sought 
to do each one of them promptly, 
completely and without qualifi­
cation. We have, on our own ac­
count. made additional offers and 
suggestions. Many of them have 
been accepted.

In the army, when Belgium 
and Holland Avere invaded, we 
had 81,519 men of all ranks. We 
had one division, with its ancil­
lary troops, trained and equip­
ped with motorized units on ac­
tive service in England. Twenty- 
three thousand young Canadians 
were ready for embarkation to 
Norway or to Flanders whenever 
the Word came from the Allied 
High Command.

A Second Division of men. with ' 
necessary auxiliaries, amounting
in all to 24,000 men, were com­
pleting their Canadian training.

Strategic areas in Newfound­
land were defended by this coun­
try's soldiers.

When the "blitzkrieg.'’ Hiller's 
lightning war began, we advanc­
ed the date of the despatch of 
our Second Division. We did like­
wise with all reinforcements for 
the First Division, who had not 
proceeded to England. We speed­
ed the recruiting of reinforce­
ments for the Second Division. 
We undertook the formation of a 
Canadian Corps in the field and 
provided the necessary corps 
troops. We decided to raise a 
Third Division. The units have 
been announced, and recruiting 
has begun.

HOME GUARD FORMED.
We formed a Veterans’ Home 

Guard for the defence of our in­
ternal security, and have author- j 
ized the establishment of addi­
tional veterans’ reserves. We un­
dertook to raise rifle battalions 
for a Fourth Division. We have 
established a special training 
course for officers, and veteran 
officers.

Canadian soldiers are today 
also on active duty in the West 
Indies and the North Atlantic.
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In the navy, we began trié

month of may with 6.614 officers 
and ratings, including 125 offi­
cers and 100 ratings serving in 
the British navy.

We had 94 vessels in commis­
sion.

We had 90 vessels under con­
struction.

Our ships operated on both 
coasts, in West Indian waters, 
and convoyed ships from our 
shores and protected our harbors.

Since the course of t«ie war 
changed, with the shock of un­
contemplated suddenness, we 
have ordered the recruitment of 
4.900 additional men. Every ship­
yard now works to capacity. And 
today, by one of those strange 
changes of fate and fortune, our 
destroyers’ willingly repaying a 
small part of an ancient debt, are 
helping to guard the shores of 
Britain, and watch with increas­
ing vigilance for those who would 
violate her island freedom. I bade 
them Godspeed when they left 
with the same pride with which 
you and the people of Britain 
greeted their arrival.

Our navy is a young navy. It 
has inherited great traditions: It 
is helping to create them.

The Royal Canadian Air Force 
had no existence during the last 
war. At the beginning of May. it 
had a strength of 12,315 men. We 
had a strength of 12,315 men. We 
fence, one army co-operation 
squadron overseas, another com­
pleting its training in Canada, 
and reinforcements continuously 
preparing for active service in 
the army co-operation school.

The Commonwealth Air Train­
ing Plan was proceeding in mag­
nitude, training, and time in ac­
cordance with the predetermined 
plan.

AIK PLAN SPEEDED.
The Nazis struck with all their 

power. Their swift advance wa.s 
made possible by their numerical 
superiority in the air. Wo imme­
diately .-'ont overseas No. 112 
Army Co-operation Squadron. 
We called up for immediate ser­
vice 5.000 recruits for the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. We under­
took to despatch overseas a fight­
er squadron of the Royal Can­
adian Air Force. We appointed 
a Minister to devote his entire 
time and attention to national de­
fence for air.

We have hastened the construc­
tion of air fields and hangars a 
year earlier than the time fixed 
under the Commonwealth plan.

We have sent overseas a num­
ber of pilots recently graduated 
from Camp Borden, who were 
intended to be used as instruc­
tors. Many of our own airplanes 
were sent to Britain. Airplanes

of British manufacture, ordered 
five months before the outbreak 
of war for our own air force and 
which were on their way to Can­
ada were, on our own instructions, 
stopped in mid-ocean and re­
turned to Britain.

It has been stated that the Com­
monwealth Air Training Plan will 
be abandoned or postponed be­
cause of these changes. This is 
not true. It will yet be a decisive 
instrument of victory.

Of money. I will say no more 
than that the present appropria­
tion for war purposes alone is 
$2.000.000 a day. an amount which 
will necessarily be increased as 
we continue to seek to meet ex­
ceptional needs.

I have told you these things be­
cause it is difficult amid all the 
new distractions of war for any­
one in Canada to obtain a clear 
picture at one time of what is be­
ing done to meet the situation.

The Government is devoting all 
its energy, and marshalling all re­
sources to meet the threat to our 
liberty. We need your confidence. 
We need the constructive help of 
every Canadian. In steadfastness 
and courage remains the hope of 
human liberty. Panic, dissension, 
disunity, are the only enemies 
that can defeat us.

‘•ALL IS NOT DARK."
All is not dark in the skies 

above us. The first series of 
enemy gains will not end this 
war. any more than it ended 
other wars in which the British 
and French peoples have fought 
side by side. The enemy's tactics, 
his weapons, his strength are now 
known. They surprised us. They 
will not defeat us.

In the light of all that is known 
of the situation as it is shaping 
itself in Europe today, I feel I 
would not be doing my full duty 
at this time, if I did not speak 
of other dangers which threaten.

I began by distinguishing three 
phases of the war. It is difficult 
to believe that we are now at 
this moment at the beginning of 
a fourth phase. Our attention 
from the outset has been directed 
to Germany as the sole enemy, 
and to her effort to destroy Bri­
tain and France.

The coming phase will witness 
operations in entirely new 
theatres of war. It will most cer­
tainly be marked by conflict be­
tween nations that thus far have ! 
escaped or avoided hostilities. ; 
How sudden or how extensive 
these new dcvolepments may be, 
no one can say.

“What I wish to make clear is, 
that if at any moment we learn 
that fresh hostilities have broken 
out. on however terrible a scale, 
there is no reason why fresh fears 
should occasion undue alarm. We 
shall have, of course, to assess 
anew what may be necessary on 
our part to meet the demands of 
the new situation. New events 
will demand new measures, but 
we will do well to continue to 
keep the situation as a whole in 
its true perspective.

While not under-estimating the 
dangers that threaten from other 
coasts and other seas, let us re­
member that against the perils 
of the present and the future arc 
arrayed a new realization on the 
part of all free peoples of the 
nature of the conflict, and a new 
determination to spare no effort 
and no sacrifice in the indomit­
able will to conquer. If democ­
racy . lacked foresight and auda­
city in the past, as the Premier 
of France said yesterday, those 
days are over.

BLOCKADE TIGHTER.
The German territorial advances 

contain within themselves ele­
ments of weakness. Economic 
blockade and contraband control 
can, and will now, be exercised 
with increasing and more effective 
pressure. Disregard for the 
strength and the ruthlessness of 
the enemy, lack of preparation to 
meet the demands of modern 
mechanized warfare, the suspense 
of waiting for an enemy who 
shrinks from no violation of right, 
and no manifestation of terror, all 
these things have passed away.

Discipline has come to us all, 
not from without, but from with­
in. Wanton brutality has trans­
formed isolation of outlook, and 
neutrality of heart, into mere 
empty words. The treachery that 
stabbed the neutral nations killed 
neutrality itself with the same 
fell blow.

If new enemies oppose us, we 
may be sure that old and new 
friends will arise to help us. The 
worldwide significance of the 
conflict is being realized m every 
land. You know how earnestly 
and vigorously the President of 
the United States has spoken in 
the name of humanity. There has 
been mobilized in the cause of 
freedom the conscience of the 
civilized world, and tyranny will 
long remember the power of that 
conscience, and the final effect 
of the world's condemnation upon 
the forces of evil.
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Canada is called upon lo accept.
a greater and higher responsibil­
ity. It was framed in living words 
by Mr. Churchill in his speech to 
the Brtiish House of Commons on 
Tuesday last. This nation with all 
the strength of its youth, the 
wealth of its resources, and thej 
idealism of its freedom, will' 
proudly accept its new respon­
sibility. Wc are the bridge be­
tween the Old World and the 
New; the bridge which joins the 
new freedom of the North Am­
erican Continent with the ancient 
freedom of Britain which gave it 
birth. We will stand resolute to 
defend its approaches and its 
abutments.

From the harbor of Dunkerque 
and from the citadel of Calais 
the bravest men in the world 
battled their way home to fight 
once again for liberty and good­
ness and mercy.

To the making of Canada have . 
come the same chivalry of 
France and the same gallantry 
of British which fashioned the 
glory of that triumph of hero­
ism. I speak the heart and mind 
of our country when I say that 
every fort in Canada will be an­
other Calais and every harbor 
will bo another Dunkerque be­
fore the men and women of our , 
land allow the light and the life 
of their Christian faith to be . 
extinguished by the powers of l 
evil, or yield their liberties to 'l 
the tyranny of Nazi brutality.
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Warning—and

MR. MACKENZIE KING’S speech to 
the nation on Friday night fell 

into two sections. As Prime Minister, he 
defended the government's prosecution of 
the national war effort in the past and 
promised an acceleration of pace to meet 
the new situation. Then, adopting his 
sometimes forgotten role df Minister for 
External Affairs, Mr. King gave plain 
notice that the war may be widened. “If 
new enemies oppose us,” he said, “we 
may be sure that old and new friends 
will arise to help us.”

As to the government’s war effort, 
only the other day Mr. King himself made 
the perfect commentary. “Deeds, not 
words,” are what the people of Canada 
are looking for at the present moment, 
he said. And in this spirit, no doubt, 
almost simultaneously with the Prime 
Minister’s speech, the Ottawa government 
announced that construction of 300 tanks 
will start immediately—right today—in 
Canada. Readers of the parliamentary 
reports from Ottawa will recall that Hon. 
C. D. Howe, replying to Dr. Bruce of 
Toronto, has told the House that Canada 
can make tanks but that she cannot make 
them quickly.

Mr. King spoke rather rapidly and 
with somewhat less than his customary 
assurance in dealing with the national 
war effort, but his whole tempo and 
the pitch of his voice changed when 
he came to discuss the possibility that the 
war might spread. Speaking slowly, now, 
emphasizing almost every word as if he 
were underlining it, and breathing deep 
conviction, Mr. King expressed con-

Encouragement
fidence that old and new friends would 
help the Allies.

When he spoke of “new enemies,” the 
minds of his hearers filled in the word 
“Italy.” When he spoke of old and new 
friends, he himself went on to say that 
the worldwide significance of the conflict 
is being realized in every land, and 
added:

“You know how earnestly and vigor­
ously the president of the United States 
has spoken in the name of humanity. 
There has been mobilized in the cause of t 
freedom, the conscience of the civilized 
world and tyranny will long remember the 
power of that consicence and the final 
effect of the world’s condemnation upon 
the forces of evil.”

Again, lest anyone might mistake the 
reference, he said elsewhere :

“We are the bridge between the old 
world and the new; the bridge which 
joins the new freedom of the North 
American continent with the ancient 
freedom of Britain which gave it birth. 
We will stand resolute to defend its 
approaches and its abutments.”
Every fort in Canada would be another 

Calais, he declared, every harbor another 
Dunkerque before Canadians would allow 
the light of their Christian faith to be 
extinguished by the powers of evil or 
yield their liberties to the tyranny of 
Nazi brutality.

Mr. King’s warning to Canadians to i 
expect new dangers is all too plain. But 
plain also is his hint of new help to come. 
Plainest of all is the need of every Cana­
dian to buckle to in the spirit of “go do 
it,” and see this thing through to firyjr 
victory. V
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/ Mr. Kingls Clarion Call
Prime Minister Churchill’s soul­

lifting words of last week with regard 
to the readiness of the overseas empire 
and the new world to carry on the 
struggle for liberty found eloquent echo 
in Prime Minister Mackenzie King’s 
message to the nation Friday night. 
Like Mr. Churchill’s glowing phrases, 
the words of Mr. King are something to 
clip out and hold fast/ to, as the way 
becomes increasingly hard.

“This nation,” said Canada's prime 
minister, “with all the strength of its 
youth, the wealth of its resources and 
the idealism of its freedom will proudly 
accept its new responsibility.

“We are the bridge between the old 
world and the new; the bridge which 
joins the new freedom of the North 
American continent with the ancient 
freedom of Britain which gave it birth. 
We will stand resolute to defend its 
approaches and its abuttments.”

The prime minister’s voice welled 
over with patriotic fervor and emotion 
as he pressed home Canada’s determina­
tion by declaring that every fort in the 
Dominion would be1* another Calais, 
every harbor another Dunkirk before 
Canadians would allow the light of their 
Christian faith to- be extinguished by 
the powers of evil or yield their liberties 
to the tyranny of Nazi brutality.

Appropriately reserved but pene- 
tratingly clear was Mr. King s praise of 
the vigor and earnestness of the presi­
dent of the United States on behalf of 
humanity, followed immediately by the 
splendidly-worded conception :

“There has been mobilized in the cause 
of freedom, the conscience of the civil­
ized world and tyranny will long remem­
ber the power of that conscience and the 
final effect of the world’s condemnation 
upon the forces of evil."

And deeply significant, too, was the 
prime minister’s reply to his own sug­
gestion that the conflict of nations will 
inevitably spread into other theatres of 
war.

“If new enemies oppose us,” he said, 
“we may be sure that old and new 
friends will arise to help us. The world 
wide significance of the conflict is being 
realized in every land.”

* # ti­
lt was a magnificent speech capable 

in every respect of accomplishing the 
purposes for which it was planned. It 
constituted a much-needed bolster to the 
morale of the Canadian people and it 
could not but win understanding and 
willing acceptance among the peopleÿ 
the United States.
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Causerie du prêtai er ni ni atre le 7 juin 1940

Mes chore compatriotes,

Je rendre see ?, vous, ce aolr, bu milieu de l'une des

semain s les , lue chergoes ti'événements de toute l'histoire.

Il y e un racla è peine, 1> Holland; et 1» Del trique ôtaient

aubltcncnt ravagées par lo guerre doua toute so furie et 

toute son horreur. Chaque jour qui e'est éooulé depuis le 

début de leur résistance héroïque, a apporté de nouveaux ohoee, 

de nouveaux problèmes et a nouveaux devoirs, S ceux auxquels 

était confiée la têohe de défendre la liberté.

Lo brutale dominotIon de la Hollande, la t raglque 

reddition do la Belgique, l'Invasion de le fronce, la capture 

des orts de la !'anche, se sont succédé si rapidement, que le 

monde n'a <3ièfca eu 1® tempe de respirer, aujourd'hui, la 

Ornnde-Dreteena, que son insularité ne protège plus, se 

prépara à oorabe. ttre l'envahisseur, séparé d'elle par une »r 

étroite, nn oe moment même, la plus grande bataille de 

l'hêàtolre so livre à 70 cilles de la ville de i aria. Je 

non issue dépend prut-ètre l'avenir de la France.

Tandis que lo marche rapide de cee événements 

terribles ébranlait Jusqu'aux fondations du monde, presque 

toute la gemme dos émotions empoignait le coeur de chacun de 

nous: la haine pour l'oppresseur Inhumain, le pitié pour ses 

victimes, et l'admiration pour lo fraternité des braves qui 

ont honoré leur terre notaie de 3ronde-Bretagne et de ’ronce.



Une crise est 6 peine passée qu'un- outre ee présente. 

Les périls s'accumulent. ..ui peut dire sur quel horizon la 

destruction apparaîtra domin'?

Faut-Il être surpris el vous, chers compatriotes, 

avez été récemment Inquiets et Impatients, el vous avez 

tourné de tous côtés un regard Interrogateur et avez ôté 

us@u11.11b nr le doute? Vous ne seriez pas humain cl vous 
n'avlest pas été ainsi tourmentée et Inquiets. :er sonne ne 

pout sentir dona see veines le aang britannique ou fran ais 

et oorrrendre, comme nous le comprenons ou Canada, combien 

la Grande-Bretagne et la France ln optent à la eauee de le 
liberté, sous être bouleversé dans tout son être.

V us vous êtes demandé av-; c rulaon ce que l'on a fait, 
et ce que l'on fait, pour elder la eu. ne que noue noue soram s 

engagés librement sur l'honneur S défendra de s toute le 

mesure de nos forces. Il oet naturel pue vous vous Inquiétiez 
de nos forces do combat, de nos avions et de notre matériel de 

guerre. Il est également naturel que voua songiez & notre 
sécurité nutloaale.

J'ol l'Intention de traiter de ces chosen ce soir.

Je n'el ni l'Intention d'excuser le démocratie ni d'en 

dleouter le critique, on ne eut faire l'un sane 1'autre.

Je ne propose plu têt de voue older, malgré lee changements
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rapides sur le théâtre européen, & voir le conflit noue son 

vrai Jour et alnel, 4 bien com rendre l'effort que notre 

paye fait pour le poursuite de le guerre. SI noue ne voulons 

pee nous départir dee principe» qui noue ont guidée dès le 

début, noe effort» doivent btre coordonné» 4 ceux des 

puissances elllées qu nt 4 leur neturc, quant au lieu, quant 
au tempe.

Il ne faut jamela oublier que c'est de notre propre 

gré et « titre de nation unie que noue noue eormee lancée 

dans 1b guerre. C'est â oe titre que nous nou aonra a rangés 

du côté de le liberté; c'est â oe titre que noue oombottons 

aujourd'hui et c'est 8 ce titre également, que nou® liens 

Jusqu'au bout.
Afin de voue permettre de ooneidérer nos efforts 

dans leur ensenv le, pomettes-mol de voue rappeler, que ee 

n'est qu'en s eptembrv dernier que le lÿiorre e commencé. Il 
n'y a pns neuf wole que le 1 tariraient e autorisé dee crédits 

noue permettant de prendre une pert active 4 la guerre et 
en particulier de coordonner!'effort du Canede à celui dee 

puissance» alliée» qui portent le fardeau en Europe.
lour ee qui est de le guerre, on peut dire qu'elle 

•e divise en trois période» séparées et distincte». Il y 

eut d'abord la première période, celle, je pourrai» dire, 
dee menaeoe de guerr , alors qu'il exlatalt encore quelque



eepolr de sauver la paix, lendant ce tempe, lee nations 

détaoeratlquea s’efforcaient d’assurer la paix. Mal s, en 

meme tempe, elles se préparaient ô le verre. 31 elles ne 

s’étalent efforcées de maintenir la six, elles aurai©, t 

été accusées de précipiter Iti guerre , non seulement per les 

ennemie actuels de lu dàaocrutle, mais mu.e er leur propres 

toupies. Iles commencèrent leurs préparatifs de ; pierre 

plus tard ot les poursuivirent plus lentement*. Lee prépa­

ratifs définitifs devaient nécessairement attendre l’heure 

où lie pourraient être sanctionnés per les iarlmente.

Cette heure, pour le îecade, fut celle fixée pour la convo­

cation de le session spéciale de 1# Ci-ambre.

t c’est loi que commence la seconds période. Ce 

qui, en te pe de paix, constitue en réalité le force de le 

démocratie devenait, dans une certaine mesure, un désavan­

tage en tempe de guerre et dene la préparation pour la guerre, 

,juend l’horizon s’obscurcit davantage, que ln tem à te éclata 

et que la guerre devint une réalité, la Grande-Bretagne et la 

France crurent que le conflit se prolongerait. Elles croie» 
encore ne s’être pas trompées à cet égard. Elles rirent 

des dispositions en vue d’une guerre de trois ans; on a même 

mentionné quatre ane comme durée poeelble, Hitler soit sans 

doute qu'il ne peut gagner qu’une guerre de courte durée, La 

Crmnde-Brctegec et le France ««valent qu'elles ne pouvaient
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être viotorleusoc que al le conflit ee prolongeait. Elles 

noue demandèrent de noua Joindre & ellea dans le préparation 

(l’une longue (guerre.

Notre premier effort avolt donc pour but de fournir 

la plu» forte contribution possible eu début, «sala aussi

nous voulions que de mole en mole noa effectifs ee dévelop­

pent, otre production orolaee, no» munitions et no» ap- 

provlalonnments e’aoorolaeent pour qu’au moment critique, 

lorsque l’accumulaUon des forces deviendrait l’élément 

dôeâalf, cotte accumulation aolt disponible pour assurer 
la vie to ire.

La troisième période cat celle du Blitzkrieg, de la 
guerre-éolelr. elle concorde avec le plan qu'Hitler avait 

en vue depuis toujours. Il été t Impossible de 1» concevoir, 

sauf à des cens animée d’inetincta de gangster». Bile vlee 
è placer eoue le talon de fer de l’Allemagne nazie, une 

nation «près l’autre, neutre ou belligérante, et cela per 
de» procédée de terrorisme et de barbarie, inouïs dons 

l’histoire des guerre». Le facteur-surprise est de haute 

Importance, Ce procédé rut mie en oeuvre avant l’Invasion 

de la ologne. On cotmettqa & l’appliquer en Autrlohe et 

en Tchécoslovaquie. Il aboutit â la destruction de le 

iologne; Il n’a été que trop manifeste dans la conquête 

du Danemark et de la Norvège, de la Hollande et de le 

Belgique, On tente maintenant, per de» coupe rapides, de
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conquérir le Krtmce et la Orende-Breftagne.
Cee deux paya ont été pii a par surprise; non 

pas par la soudaineté de 1*attaque sur eux-mêmee, oor on 
s’attendait â une attaque soudaine au début de la ,-nierre, 
mais per la rapidité, l'étendue et le férocité des coups 
qui ont précédé cette attaque. Aucune partie du monde 
n'a ressenti le cou;: de ces tragiques événements plue 
que ce continent, La loyauté des nations neutres « le 
loi internationale est devenue l'arme siée laquelle l'ennemi 
les a frappées traîtreusement au coeur, 1,11 eo ont été 
sacrifiées sur l'autel même de leur neutralité,

La guerre-éolair en surope a forcé la Grande- 
Bretagne et la ? rance & envisager toute la oltuatlon d'un 
tout autre point de vue. Leurs plane, et lee nôtres en 
même tempe, ont dû être oha»;és et accélérée l la lumière 
des nouveaux et effroyable» développements. Les contri­
butions en homes, en machines et an matériel ont dû être 
hâtées. Les Improvisations quotidiennes sont devenues 
nécessaire». Il e fallu trouver d'immenses soornes addi­
tionnelles d'argent.

Il n'est, je le ornlns, que trop vrai que l'ampleur 
et le rapidité de 1'notion, l'Immensité des changements 
dans la situation militaire, les horreurs sens précédent 
du conflit ont bouleversé notre rythme d'action. Il est
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difficile do se rendre compte qu’un mole ne s’est pus 
encore écoulé depuis que le Hollende et la Belgique ont été 
envahies, La résistance héroïque de ces petits peuples à 
le ruée ellemende et le réponse ntignlfique de la France et 
de le grande-Bretagne à leur appel nu eeoour* ont retenu 
l’attention du peuple du Canada lorsque, Juste une semaine 
plus tard, notre nouveau larlement a’est réuni.

Levant le spectacle des forces allemandes écrasant 
la Hollande et la Belgique roue le polde de la guerre 
totale, un sentiment d’une intensité satin pareille se 
développait Inévitablement dans notre pays. Naturellement 
aussi, ae produisait une tendance à mesurer notre effort 
de guerre canadien, non pas on fonction des plana â longue 
portée, soigneusement préparés, mule en fonction de la 
terrible nécessité du moment, La rapidité imprévue avec 
laquelle les forces nazie» ont ôxéouté leur avance des­
tructrice e naturellement accentué la tension et le désir, 
normal il est vrai, mais impatient, de mesures supplémen­
taires immédiates. Il semble que les événements drama­
tiques de l’Europe aient voilé ce que le Canada a déjà 
fait, et ce qu’il fait encore, pour la poureuite de la 
guerre. Ils oooroiseent aussi la difficulté de présenter 
au larlement et au peuple un clair tableau de notre effort 
de guerre.
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Comae on pouvait s’y attendre, le publie adenandé 

avec insistence que le fi xivernenent accélérât son effort de 

guerre, pour répondre & la nouvelle cituâtIon. à oe monent 

le g uve rnesnent nattait toute non énergie â adaptor 

notre organisation et à ajuster nos plans nu changement 

rapide de la situation européenne, 11 était Impossible 

cl*apporter dea modifications & nos plans avant d*avoir 

des renseigner ata exacte pulsée sur le ohemp de bataille 
mène. Lorsque des décisions étalent prises, il était 

quelquefois Impossible, pour des raisons d’ordre militaire, 

de les rendre publiques lmédlatenent. De fait, 11 en est 

qui n’ont Jamais été dévèllées et ne peuvent l’être mène 
â l’heure actuelle,

Je tiens » bien préciser que tout oe qui a été
fait dernière ent n’a ju être accompli dans ol eu de 

temps que :nroe que le bane de nos activités de [guerre 
était solide et bien établie. Bien des mesures que nous 
avons annoncées dernièrement n’auraient pu etre prises plus 

tôt, car les circonstances u’exigeaient pee les mesures 

d’urgence du :onre de celles que nous venons d’adopter, 

lour sunaonter la crise terrible que noue effrontons, 11 

faut prendre des risques Immenses—-<-t le Canada en assume 

sa part — mois il faut bien noue garder d’ajouter aux 

risques nécessaires le risque Inutile d’abandonner les
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plans que noue avons connus pour la poursuite d’une 

lutte longue et acharnée où, en dernière analyse, oe sera 

l’enduran e <jil comptera. 1 noue permettions g nos 

sentiments véhémente de ae transformer en une hystérie 

Irraisonnée, noua mettrions noe propres efforts en danger 

et nous nuirions Grandement S la cause des alliées. Ces 

derniers Jours, voue avez pu vous rendre compte de oe qui 
a été accompli dans le but de faire fece è oe terrible 

donner, 3e n’est que per bribes que noue avons pu le 

laisser oraltrc et dane certain® ces, nous avons dû on 

garder le s.flrot. Beaucoup de o ooeo doivent encore 

demeurer oaohéee. Tou® les renseignements de peuvent 
être donnée qu’au rament propice pour le oauae alliée.
Je ne pouvais, par exemple, Informer le lerleaettt et le peuple 

de la visite du général r oîîeugbton au front et de la pré­
paration de nos troupes pour leur transport en France avant 
que le récit de l’évacuation épique de Dunkerque ne fût 
révélée au monde. Je ne prouvais annoncer l’envol de nos 

contre-torpilleurs en . ngletorro event leur arrivée dans 
les eaux britanniques. î/nlheurousemont, noue evone été 

et noue scories encore Incapablee de dire ce qu’on nous 

a demandé de faire et oe que, de fait, noue evona fait ou 

so.mea en vole de faire.
Voue voue rendrez peut-être mieux oaapte de l’étendue 

de notre effort si Je l’exprime en hommes, équipement et

approvisionnements.
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Je voudrais, toutefois, vous faire d’abord une dé­
claration solennelle# Houe avons offert aux alliés, au 
non du peuple canadien, tout concours supplémentaire dotât 
nous saunes capables pour les aider & faire face aux 
besoins pressante de l’heure. Koub n*avons pes posé de 
réserves. Ce que nous pouvlone faire et vous fait, ce 
,ue noue pouvons produire, ne que noue pouvons fabriquer, 
nous 1*avons tout nia I leur disposition dans toute la 
mesure de notre capacité et do notre puissance. Ils noue 
ont demandé de faire certaines choses. Nous noue serines 
appliqués à les accomplir promptement, complètement et 
sens restriction. De notre ; ropr. chef, noue avons fait 
d’autres offre® et propositions, plusieurs ont été 
acceptées.

yens 1*armée, au moment de l’invasion de la Hollande 
et de le Belgique, noua avions 61,519 bonnes de tous rangs, 
ïîous avions une division, avec ses troupes auxiliaires, 
entraînée et accompagnée d’unités motorisées en service 
actif en ngleterre. Vingt-trois mille Jeunes Canadiens 
étaient prête 5 s’embarquer pour la Norvège ou les Flandre» 
sur l’ordre du bout oori:«ndeaont allié.

Une deuxième division, eveo le» services auxiliaires 
nécessaires, et comptant en tout 84,000 homes, était â 
compléter son entrainement.
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Lee position» stratégique» de "‘erre-iieuve étalent 

défendue» par de» soldat» de ce paye.

„uand la "blitzkrieg?* ou guerre-éelalr de Hitler 
ooraeni.a, la date de l’envoi de notre deuxième division 

fut evi noée. On en fit autant our tou» le» renforts de 
le première division qui r.’étaient pue encore ortls pour 

1’Ancleterre. On active le recrutement de renforts pour 
ln deuxième division. On entreprit la création d’un corps 

canadien de campagne et réunit les corps de troupes néces­

saires. On décide le recrutement d’une trolelène divleton.
Les unités ent ôté annoncées, et le recrutenont est oora- 
Hienoé.

nous avons forcé- une garde d’ancien» combattante 

pour la défense de notre sécurité interne et noue avons 
sutorléé 1’établissement de réserve» additionnelle» û’enolen» 

combattants, noue avons commencé h recruter des bataillons 
de oareblnlera pour une quatrième devinton. Noue avons 

fondé un cours spécial de formatlcm pour le» officiers êt 

les officiers anciens cor,battants.

Des soldats canadiens sont présenteront en service 

actif dans les ntlllca et l’Atlantique du Lord.

Dans la farine, il y avait au commencement de mal 

0,614 officiers ét marin» dont 125 officiers et 100 .serins 

en eorvloe dan» la flotte britannique.
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Moue avions 94 vaieeeeux en * rvloe.
Sou» avions 90 autres vaisseaux eu construction.

Ko» vaisseaux «trouillent les deux cotes et les 

eaux qui balaient les Indes occidentales, ils escortent les 

transports qui quitte* nos rives et ils protègent nos 
ports.

epuie qu’avec une soudaineté Imprévue l’orientation 

de la guerre n ohancô, nous avoue ordonné le recrutement 
de 4,900 boises d< plue. Chaque chantier maritime travaille 

présentement 6 plein rendement, fit aujourd’hui, par un 

de oee changements bizarres du sort et de la fortuastf, 
nos contre-torpilleur® voulant de bon coeur payer une 

petite pertle d’une vieille dette, participent â la pa­
trouille des côte» de la Grande-Bretagne et surveillent 
avec une vigilance sans orsae croissante ceux qui pourraient 
avoir le dessein de violer aa liberté. „uand ils sont partis, 
Je leur al souhaité bon voyage avec une fierté égale à la 
vôtre et 6 celle avec laquelle la ropulotion de la Grande- 
Bretagne lee a accueillis & leur arrivée,

Notre marine est une Jeune narine; elle hérite 

de obles traditions; elle oontrlbue & les créer.
Le corp» d’aviation royal oanadien n’exletolt 

pas lors de le derni&r guerre. Or au oomenoeswnt de 

mal, 11 comptait 18,315 homes. Itou» avions neuf eeoe- 
drlllee de défense territoriale, une escadrille de
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coopération avec 1*armée d’outremer, une autre qui aohernlt 
de s’entraîner au Canada, et dos renforts qui se préparaient 
assidûment au serrloe aetlf, à l’école de coopération de 
l’araée.

Le , rojet d'entrainement d’aviateurs du Commonwealth 
s’exécutait d’a vhs un plan déterminé quant l l’aipleur, 
à la forantIon dee recrue» et eu tempe,

Lee nazis ont frappé de toute leur force. Leur 
avance rapide devint possible graoe à leur supériorité numé­
rique dans les airs. Mous avons Immédiatement ex; édié 
outremer l'eeeadrlllo 118 de coopération avec l’armée.
Moue avons appelé Immédiatement 5,000 recrues pour le 
Corps d’aviation royal canadien. Houe avons entrepris 
d’expédier outremer une escadrille; de combat. Noue avons 
donné un ministre pour s'occuper exclusivement de le 
défense aérienne en y co.sacresnt tout son tempe et toute 
•on attention.

Noua avons hâté la construction des champs 
d’evletlon ci dee aérodromes, pour qu’lie soient prêts 
un an plus tôt que le tempe fixé d’aprt-e le plan précité.

Noue avorte envoyé outremer un certeln nombre de 
pilotes qui ont t ut dernièrement terminé leur cours 
d’instruction au Camp orden et que l’on ee proposait 
d'employer co me Instructeurs. Un grand nombre de nos
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propres avions out été expédiés en Grande-Bretagne. Des 
avions de fabrication anglaise, commandés pour notre propre 

oorpe d*aviation olnq mois avant le début des hoatilltés, 
et qui au cours du dernier mois s’acheminaient vers le 

Canada, ont été, eur nos propres instructions, arrêtée 

en plein océan et réexpédiés en Grande-Bretagne.
On a déclaré que le lion d’entraInt dont du Common­

wealth serait abandonné ou male h lue tard en reieon de 

ce changeront. Il n’en etro pae ainsi. Ce plan continuera 

â contribuer 8 la victoire,

uant R 1’aspect financier, je ne o on tenterai de 

dire que lea crédite actuels pour loo fine de le guerre 

seules atteignent $8,000,000 par Jour, une aoane qui croîtra 

nécessairement â mesure que noue continuerons h faire face 

1 de» besoins exception, els.
Je voue ai dit ces choses parce que, narrai tant 

do nouvelles de guerre et parai les préoccupatlone que la 
guerre occasionne, on peut difficilement, u Canada, aper­
cevoir clairement, I un moment donné, ce qui ee felt pour 

parer â la eltuâtIon.
Le Gouvernement oonaecre toute son énergie et

mobilise touts ses ressources pour répondre eu danger qui 
menace notre liberté. Noua avone besoin de votre confiance.
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Noue avoue besoin de l’aide oonetruetive de tous lee 

Canadiens. C’eut dans le feme té et le courage que demeure 

l’espoir de le liberté hum Inc, La panique, lee dleaentlone, 

la désunion, a nt les seul» e une: ni a qui euvcnt noua 
vaincre» Tout n’est oae n>lr à 1*horizon. In première 

série des gaina ennemis ne terminera pes le guerre, pas 
plus qu’elle ne termina d’autres guerres où les peuples 

britannique et français ont combattu eôts à oôte. Lee 

tactiques de l’ennemi, ses armes, sa force, tout est 

maintenant connu. 11 noue s surpris» Il ne noue vaincra 

as.
A 1» lumière de tous les faits oem us, relatlve.aent 

fi In situation telle qu’elle se résente en Europe eujourd’ 

hui, Je ne croirais pas accomplir tout mon devoir du 

moment, si Je ne perlais pys des autres dangers qui noue 

; isnacent •

J’ai cormencé per distinguer trois stade» dans 
oette guerre. Il est difficile de orolr# que noue ne 
oomron.one pes maintenant une quttrière étape. Notre 

attention depuis le début a été concentrée sur l’xlle- 
?aegne, le seul ennemi, et eur lee efforte qu’elle f# t pour 
annihiler l’Angleterre» et la France» Le phase de» te still- 
tie qui s’ouvre sers témoin d’opérations militaires eur 
des théâtres de guerre entière ent nouveaux. Elle sera
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certainement marquée par 1*entrée dans le conflit de 

nations qui jdsqu’è présent ont pu s*en tenir â 1*écart. 
tUanti ces événements se produiront-ils, et quelle en sera 

Vimportance, ;erBonne ne peut le dire. Voici un point 

sur lequel je désire insister tout pertlou1iirorent• ni, 
â un moment donné, noue apt renoua que de nouvelles lies ti­
ll tés ont êéfcoté, il n*y e aucune roison, quelle qu'en 

soit la gravité, pour que les nouvelles eralntee nées de 

oe fait dégénèrent en pessimisme injustifié. Dans une 

telle ooourrenoe, 11 nous faudra, bien entendu, reconsi­
dérer oe que nous cornee appelée, pou notre part, 6 

frire pour répondre aux nouvelles exigences. Lee événe­
ments nouveaux nécessitent de nouvelles nesur s, vile, 
some toute, nous ferons preuve de sage ne c en persistant 

è voir, dans son ensemble, le aituetlon sous son vrol Jour.
Tout en ne mésestimant paa les danger?; qui peuvent 

survenir d’autres rivages et d’autres mers, nous devons 

nous rappeler que dans les périls présents et futurs, tous 

les paye libres es sont fait une nouvelle conception de le 

nature du conflit et es sont forgé une nouvelle dé termi­
nation, dans une volonté sense esse tendue tvera la 

victoire, de n’épargner aucun effort ou sacrifice pour 

valnore. PI dans le passé, le démocratie a manqué de
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prévoyance et a*audace, ooraao le disait hier le iramier 
Ministre de la Fpeaee » cette époque est maintenant révolu* 

Lee avances territoriales aile mandes renferment 
en elles les éléments de faiblesse. Le blocus éoonoralqpe 
et le contrôle de la contrebande peuvent ma utenant s’exercer 
avec une pression croissante et plue efficace, et elles le 
feront, 1’insouciance en face de la puissance ot de le 
cruauté vie l’ennemi, l’absence de préparation en face des 
exlcenoea de la guerre mécanisée des tempe nodernes, 
l’Incertitude dans l’attente d’un ennemi qui ne recule ras 
devant le violation du droit et l’exploltctlon de le terreur, 
voilà dec choses du ; eaaé. Le discipline sous est venue, 

uoa de l’extérieur mala do l’Intérieur. La brutalité 
Irréfrénée a transformé 1 ’leolezoeut dans lue vues et la 
neutralité des coeurs en mots vides de sens. La trahison 
qui a frappé au coeur les nations neutres a tué la neutralité 
même du ?,àne coup tragique.

'1 de nouveaux ennemie se dressent contre noua, 
soyons certaine que d’anciens et de nouveaux adds s’élance­
ront h notre aide. La signification mondiale du conflit 
est comprise dans tous las pays. Voue «avez la sincérité 
et la vigueur avec lesquelles le président dee tata-ünle 
a élevé le voix au nom de l’humanité. La conscience du 
monde olvllleé est aobâieôe pour le cause de la liberté, 
et le tyrannie ee souviendra longtemps de la puissance de
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eette conscience et du coup final aaséné eux f'oroea du 

mal par la réprobation universelle,

le Gnnada est appelé à anauner une responsabilité 

plus grande et plus belle. M. Churchill, dans le discours 

qu’il a prononcé mardi dernier devant la : œ br- des 

0marottes britannique, a énoncé oet appel on parolea vi­

brantes. notre notion, avec toute la vigueur de sa jeunesse, 

la richesse de ace reoeouroea et eon idéal de liberté, 

acceptera fièrement c< ttc nouvelle responsabilité. îioua 

«orne» le pont qui relie le nouveau monde â 1•ancien; le 

pont qui relie la liberté nouvelle du continent nord-amé­

ricain n ’ancienne liberté de la 'rende-Bretagne, qui lui 

a donné naissance, iioue monterons la gante, résolus à en 

défendre les ap roches et les butéee.

Du havre de Dunkerque et de la citadelle de Calel », 

les hoat» les plus braves de l’univers ont combattu avec 

ténacité et ont surmonté des dlffloàltés innombrables pour 

rejoindre leur patrie et ee lancer encore une foie dans le 

combat pour défendre le liberté, la justice et 1» vertu.

L’esprit chevaleresque de le France ot la vaillance 

de la 'ronde-Bretagne, qui ont con rlbué A créer le Canada, 

ont illuminé de gloire ce triomphe d* hé roi me. Je me fêla 

l’interprète dea sentiment» qui animent le coeur et 1* esprit 

de no» gêna lorsque je die que chaque fort au Canada s ra un



I

—19~
38372

autre Celai» et eUeque havre un autre: anker quo, event 

que lee hoemee et lee feamee de notre pay» ne permettent 

l’étouffement de la lumière et de la vie de leur fol 

chrétienne par lee pules nees du mal ou ne ae soumettent 

à le tyrannie de la brutalité nazie»
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Mes chers Compatriotes,

Je m’adresse è vous, oe soir, au milieu de l’une des 

semain- b les plus chargées d’événements de toute l’histoire.

Il y e un mole h peine, 1” Rollendo et la Belgique étaient 

subitement ravagées per la ftierre dans toute sa furie et 

toute son horreur. Chaque Jour qui s’est écoulé depuis le 

début de leur résistance héroïque, a apporté de nouveaux oîoes, 

de nouveaux problèmes et ;e nouveaux devoirs, à ceux auxquels 

était coi.fiée le tache de défendre la liberté.

Le brutale dominotlon de la Hollande, le traglque 

reddition de la Belgique, l’invasion de le i'raaoe, la capture 

des orta de le 1.anche, se sont succédé si rapidement, que le 

monde n’a gièfre eu le temps de respirer, aujourd’hui, la 

Grande-Bretagne, que son insularité ne protège plus, se 

prépare à combe ttre l'envahisseur, séparé d'elle par une ne r 

étroite, tin ce moment mène, la plus grande bataille de 

1*hitboire ee livre à 70 mllies de la ville de larle. De 

son Issue dépend peut-être l’avenir de la France.

Tandis que la marche rapide de ces événements 

terribles ébranlait Jusqu'aux fondations du monde, presque 

toute le gemme dos émotions empoignait le coeur de chacun de 

noue: la haine pour l'oppresseur Inhumain, le pitié pour ses 

victimes, et l’admiration pour la fraternité des braves qui 

ont honoré leur terre natale de Grande-Bretagne et de "rance.
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Une crise est a peine passée qu'une autre se présente. 
Lee périls s1accumulent. vui peut dire sur quel horizon la 

destruction apparaîtra demain?

Faut-il être surpris si tous, chers compatriotes, 
aver été récemment inquiets et impatients, si tous avez 
tourné de tous côtés un regard interrogateur et avez été 

assaillie ar le doute? Vous ne seriez pas humain ai tous 
n’aviez pas été ainsi tourmentés et inquiets. 1ersonne ne 

peut sentir dans ses Telnes le ssng britannique ou français 

et comprendre, corne nous le comprenons au Canada, combien 
la Grande-Bretagne et le France in, or tent à la cause de la 
liberté, sans être bouleversé dans tout son être.

V us tous êtes demandé ov< c raison ce que l'on a fait, 
at ce que l’on fait, pour aider la eu; se que nom noue soran s 
engagée librement sur l'honneur à défendre de a toute la 
mesure de nos forces. 11 oet naturel }ue tous tous inquiétiez 
de nos forces de combat, de noe avions et de notre matériel de 
guerre. Il est également naturel que voue songiez & notre 
sécurité nationale.

J’ai l’intention de traiter de oce choses ce soir.

Je n’ai ni 1’intention d*excuser le démocratie ni d’en 

discuter la critique. On ne ; eut faire l’un sans l’autre.

Je rae propose plutôt de voue aider, malgré les changements



rapide« sur le théâtre européen, 8 voir le conflit aoue eon 

vrai Jour et ainsi, â bien comprendre l'effort que notre 

paye fr.it pour la poursuite de la guerre. SI noua ne voulons 

pee noue départir des principe» qui noua ont guidée dés le 

début, noa efforts doivent être coordonnée à ceux des 

puissances alliées qu nt % lour nature, ;ur nt au lieu, quant 
au temps.

11 ne faut Jamais oublier que e'est de notre propre 

gré et 3 titre de nation unie que noue noue normee lancée 

dans le y/rrt-, C : et 3 ce tltr que noun nous eonmr s rangée 

du ooté de la liberty c'cct 3 ce titre pue noua oombattone 

aujourd'hui et c'est à ce titre également, que noue irons 

Jusqu'eu bout.
«fin de voua permettre de oonaldérer nos efforts 

dans leur ensera le, permettez-aol de vous rappeler, que oe 

n'est qu’en septembre dernier que le guerre a commencé. 11 

n'y a pas neuf «oie que le . crlement a autorisé des crédite 

noue permettant de prendre une part active 3 la guerre et 

en particulier de eoordounerl*effort du Canada à celui de» 

puissances alliée» qui portent le fardeau en Lurope.
lour oe qui est de la guerre, on p«*lt dire qu'elle 

ee divise en trois périodes séparée» et distinctes. Il y 

eut d'abord le première période, celle, Je pourrai» dire, 

des menasse de guerre, alors qu'il existait encore quelque
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espoir de sauver la paix» iendent ne tetape, les nations 

démocratiques s’efforcaient d’assurer la paix. Mai s, en 

même te.nps, elles se préparaient S la guerre. Si elles ne 

s’étalent efforcée» de maintenir le alx, elles aurais: t 

été en o usée s de précipiter 1» guerre , non seulement par les 

armerais actuels de la démooretle, mais mette par leur propres 

peuples. Elles cmnencêrent leurs préparatif» de j^uerra 

plus tard et les poursuivirent plus lentement». Les prépa­
ratifs définitifs devaient nécessairement attendre l’heure 

oû lie pourraient être sanctionnée par les iarlemente. 
dette heure, pour le Car»de, fut celle fixée pour le convo­
cation de la session spéciale de le Chambre.

t c'est ici que commence la seconde période. Ce 

qui, en ta ps de paix, constitue on réalité le force de la 

démocratie devenait, dans une certaine mesure, un désavan­
tage en temps de guerre et dans la préparation pour la guerre, 
„uand l’horizon s'obscurcit deventage, que la tem été éclata 

et que la guerre devint une réalité, la Grande-Bretagne et la 

France crurent que le conflit se prolongerait. Elles croient 
encore ne s'être pas trompées à cet égard. Elles prirent 

des dispositions en vue d’une guerre de trois ans; on e même 
mentionné quatre ans comme durée possible. Hitler sait sens 

doute qu’il ne peut gagner qu’une guerre de courte durée, La 

Grande-Bretagne et le Franee savaient qu'elles ne pouvaient
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être viotorieuceb que «1 le conflit se prolongeait, Elles 

noue demandèrent de nous Joindre » elles dans le préparation 

d'une longue guerre.

Notre prenier effort avait do,no pour but de fournir 

la plue forte contribution possible ou début, mêla aussi 

nous voulions que de mois en mole nos effectifs es dévelop­

pent , otre production oroieee, nos munitions et noe ap­

provisionne,mente s'accroissent pour qu'eu moment critique, 

lorsque l'accumulation des foroe» deviendrait l'élément 

décisif, oette accumulation soit disponible pour assurer 

la victoire.
La troisième période est celle du Blitzkrieg, de la 

guerre-éeleir. Elle concorde nvee le flan qu'Hitler avait 

en vue depuis toujours. Il été t Impossible de la concevoir, 
sauf à des gens animés d'inctinote de gangsters. Elle vise 

b placer eous 1< talon de fer de l'Allemagne nazie, une 
nation après l'autre, neutre ou belligérante, et cela per 

des procédés de terrorisme et de berberio, Inouïs dune 

l'histoire des guerres. Le factsur-surprise est de haute 

Importance, Ce procédé fut mie en oeuvre avant l'Invasion 
de la ;ologns, on oaroenqa è l'appliquer en Autriche et 

en Tchécoslovaquie, Il aboutit è la destruction de le 

lologne; Il n'e été que trop manifeste dans la conquête 
du Danemark et de le Norvège, de la Hollande et de le 

Belgique, On tente maintenant, par des coupe rapide», de
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oonquértr la France et la Grande-Bretagne.

Cee deux paye ont été pila par aurprlae; non 

pae par la soudaineté de l,attaque sur eux-mêmes, ear on 

s’attendait 8 une attaque soudaine eu dé:ut de le rnierre, 

mais per le rapidité, l’étendue et la férocité des coupe 

qui ont précédé eette attaque. Aucune partie du monde 

n’a ressenti le coup de cee tragiques événements plus 

que ce continent. La loyauté des nations neutres o la 

loi internationale est devenue l’arme avec laquelle l’ennemi 

les e frappées traîtreusement au coeur. Llles ont été 

sacrifiées sur l’autel même de leur neutralité.

La guerre-éclair en mrope a forcé le Grende- 

Bretagne et la France à envisager toute la al tuetlon d’un 

tout autre point de vue. Leurs plane, et lee nôtre» en 

même tempe, ont dû être changés et accélérés 8 le lumière 

des nouveaux et effroyables développements. Les contri­

bution® en honaas, en machines et an matériel ont dû être 

hâtées. Les improvisations quotidiennes sont devenues 

nécessaires. Il a fallu trouver d’immenses sommes addi­

tionnelles d’argent.

Il n’eat, Je le oreins, que trop vrai que l’ampleur 

et la rapidité de 1’action, l'Immensité des changements 

dans la situation militaire, les horreurs sans précédait 

du conflit ont bouleversé notre rythme d’action. 11 est
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diff idle de ee rendre compte qu’un noie ne e* est pee 
encore éooulé depuis que le Hollande et la Belgique ont été 
envahies# La résistance héroïque de ces petits euples 6 
la ruée allemande et la réponse magnifique de la ''Tance et
de le Grande-Bretagne 8 leur appel au eeoours ont retenu 
l’attention du peuple du Oenede lorsque, Juete une semaine 
plus tard, notre nouveau Parlement a’eat réuni.

Devant le spectacle des foreea allemandes écrasent 
la Hollande et la Belgique sous le poids de la guerre 
totale, un sentiment d’une intensité sans pareille ee 
développait inévitablement dans notre pey»« Naturellement 
aussi, ae produisait une tendanse à mesurer notre effort 
de guerre canadien, non pea on fonction des plans â longue 
portée, soigneusement préparés, male en fonction de la 
terrible nécessité du moment. La rapidité imprévue avec 
laquelle les forces nazie» ont éxéouté leur avance des­
tructrice b naturellement accentué la tension et le désir, 
normal il est vrai, maie impatient, de mesures supplémen­
taires immédiate». Il semble que les événements drama­
tiques de l’Lurope aient voilé ce que le "enede o déjà 
fait, et ce qu’il fait encore, pour la poureultc de la 
guerre. Ils aoorolaeent aussi la difficulté de présenter 
au ierlement et au peuple un clair tableau de notre effort 
de (guerre.



4

38386
—6—

Come on pouvait s’y attendre, le publie adtonendé 

avec Insistance que le gouvernement aoeélorèt ben effort de 

guerre, pour répondre & la nouvelle situation, x oe moment 
roê::», le g uverneænt raettait toute son énergie îi adapter 

notre organisation et â ajuster nos plane au changement 

rapide de la situation européenne. Il (tait Impossible 
d’apporter des nodiflestions â nos pions avemt d'avoir 

des renseigner.* nts exacte puisée sur le ohamp de bataille 
môme. Lorsque des due Icians étaient prises, 11 était 

quelquefois lm/oeelblo, pour des raisons d’ordre militaire, 

de les rendre publiques immédiatement. De fnlt, 11 en est 

qui n’ont jamais été dévoilées et ne peuvent l’être meme 
6 l’heure eotuelle.

Je tiens n bien préciser que tout oe qui a été
fuit dernièrement n’a pu être aooorapll doue ci su de 

temps que parce que le bane de nos activités de guerre 
était solide et bien établie. Bien des mesures que noue 
avons annonoéss dernièrement «’auraient pu être prises plus 

tôt, oar les circonstance» n’exigeaient pee les mesures 

d’urgence du :enre de celles que noue venons d’adopter.

Jour surmonter la crise terrible que nous affrontons, 11 
faut prendre des risque» immenses—et le Canada en assume 

sa part — mal» 11 faut bien noua garder d’ajouter eux 

rlaquae nécessaire» le risque Inutile d’abandonner les
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Plana que noue avoue connue pour le poursuite d'une 

lutte longue et acharnée où, en dernière analyse, ee aéra 

l'enduran e <ptl comptera. 31 noue permettions â nos 

sentiments véhémente de ae transformer en une hystérie 

Irraisonnée, noue mettrions nos proires efforts en danger 

et nous nuirions grondement â le cause des alliées, ces 

derniers Jours, vous avez pu vous rendre compte de oe qui 

a été accompli dans le but de felve face â oe terrible 

danger. -e n'cat que per brlbee que noue avons ru le 

laisser traître et dans certain» cas, noua avons dû en 

garder le seiret. Beaucoup de o oses doivent encore 

demeurer cachées. Tous les renseignements de peuvent 

être donnée qu'au moment proploe pour le eeuae alliée.

.Te ne pouvais, per exemple, Informer le îarlement et le peuple 

de la visite du énèrnl oiJeughton au front et de la pré­

paration de nos troupes pour leur transport en France avant 

que le récit de l'éveouatlon épique de Dunkerque ne fût 

révélée au monde. Je ne pouvais annoncer l'envol de nos 

contre-torpilleurs en ngleterro event leur arrivée dans 

les eaux britanniques, ‘alheurousecicnt, noue avons été 

et noue somee encore incapables de dire ce qu'on noue 

a demandé de foire et oe que, de fait, noue avons felt ou 

sorraee en voie de faire.

Vous voue rendrez peut-être mieux compte de l'étendue 

de not re effort si Je l'exprime en homes, équipement et

•pprovleloonamenta.
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Je voudrai», toutefois, voua faire d’abord une dé­
claration solennelle# Nous avons offert aux alliés, au 
nota du peuple canadien, tout concoure supplémentaire dont 
nous sotnmee capables pour les eider è faire fnee aux 
besoins pressante de l’heure. Nous n’avons pas posé de 
réserves# *e que noue pouvions fair* et vons fait, ce 
,ue nous pouvons produire, or que nous pouvons fabriquer, 
nous l’evons tout mis è leur disposition dans toute la 
mesure de notre capacité et de notre puissance, lie noue 
ont deau ndé de faire certaines choses. Nous noue normes 
«F liqués à 1<?a accomplir promptement, complètement et 
sans restriction. De notre ropre chef, noue avons fait 
d'autree offres et propositions, plusieurs ont été 
acceptées.

inné l’armée, ou moment de l’invasion de la Hollende 
et de la Belgique, nous avions 81,519 hoirm s de tous rangs.
Noue avions une division, avec ses troupes auxiliaires, 
entraînée et accompagnée d’unités motorisées en servioe 
actif en «ngleterre, Vingt-trois mille Jeunes Canadiens 
étaient prêts à s'embarquer pour la Norvège ou les Flandres 
sur l’ordre du haut cornsndement allié.

Une deuxième division, eveo les services auxiliaires 
nécessaires, et comptant en tout 34,000 homes, était â 
compléter son entrainement.
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Lea positions stratégiques de Terre-Neuve étaient 

défendues par des soldats de oe paye,

..usnd la *l>Htskrieeÿ* ou guerre-éolelr de Hitler 

eomenqe, la date de 1 * en to 1 de notre deuxième division 

fut avancée. On en fit autant our tous les renforts de 

la première division qui notaient ras encore • artla pour 

1*Angleterre. On activa le recrutement de renforts pour 

la deuxième division. On entreprit la création d’un corps 

canadien de campagne et réunit les corps de troupes néces­

sai ree. On décide le recrutement d’une troisième dlvidbn.

Les unités ont été annoncées, et le recrutement est com­

mencé.

Nous avons foztsé une garde d’anciens combattants 

pour le défense de notre sécurité interne et nous avons 

autorléé l’établissement de réserves additionnelles d’anciens 

combattants. Sous avons ocmencé à recruter des bataillons 

de carabiniers pour une quatrième déviaion. Noue avons 

fondé un cours spécial de formation pour les officiers ét 

les officiers anciens combattante.

Dos soldats canadiens sont présentement en service 

actif dans les Antilles et l’Atlantique du Mord.

Dana la Marine, il y avait au ooGmeooemcnt de mal 

6,614 officiers êt marine dont 125 officiers et 100 -sari ns 

en service dans la flotte britannique.



Moue avions 94 vaisseaux en service.
Noue avions 90 autre» vaisseaux en construction.
KM val sceaux patrouillent les deux côtes et les 

eaux qui baignent les Indes occidentales, ils escortent les 
transports qui quitte* nos rires et ils protègent nos 

ports.
«puis qu’avec une soudaineté Imprévue l’orlentetion 

de la guerre a changé, nous avons ordonné le recrutement 
de 4,900 homes de plus. Chaque chantier maritime travaille 
présentement & plein rendement. Et aujourd’hui, par un 
de ces changements bizarres du sort et de la fortunny, 
nos contre-torpilleurs voulant de bon coeur payer une 
petite partie d’une vieille dette, participent à la pa­
trouille des côtes de la Orende-Bretagne et surveillent 
avec une vlgUenoe sans erase croissante ceux qui pourraient 
«voir le dessein de violer se liberté. jiand ils sont partis, 
je leur ai souhaité bon voyage evco une fierté égale h la 
vôtre et à celte avec laquelle le population de la Grande- 
Bretagne les a accueillis à leur arrivée.

Notre marine est une jeune narine; elle hérite 
de obles traditions; elle contribue è les créer.

Le Corps d’aviation royal canadien n’existait 
pas lors de la dernière guerre. Or au commencement de 
mai, il comptait 12,315 hommes. Moue avions neuf esca­
drilles de défense territoriale, une escadrille de
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eoopérotlon swo l'armée d'outremer, une autre qui achevait 

de a'entralner eu Canada, et de» renforts qui ae préparaient 

assidûment au service actif, à l'école de coopération de 

l'armée.

Le rojet d'entrainement d'aviateurs du Commonwealth 

s'exécutait d'a rès un plan déterminé quant & l'ampleur, 

â la formation des recrues et au temps.

Les nazie ont frappé de toute leur force. Leur 

avance rapide devint possible grioe à leur supériorité numé­

rique dan» lea airs. Nous avons Immédiatement ex; édlô 

outremer l'escadrille 112 de coopération avec l'armée.

Noua avons appelé Immédiatement 5,000 recrues pour le 

Corps d'aviation royal canadien. Nous avons entrepris 

d'expédier outremer une escadrille de combat. Nous avons 

Aoiané un ministre pour s'occuper exclusivement de la 

défense aérienne en y ooueacrant tout son temps et toute 

•on attention.

Noue avons hâté la construction des champs 

d'avletlon et des aérodromes, pour qu'ils soient prêts 

un an plue tôt que le temps fixé d*épris le plan précité.

Noua avons envoyé outremer un certain nombre de 

pilotes qui ont t ut dernièrement terminé leur coure 

d'instruction eu Camp Borden et que l'on ce proposait 

d'employer oo me Instructeurs. Un grand nombre de noc
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propres avions ont été expédiée en Grande-Bretagne. uee 

avion» de fabrication anglaise, commandée pour notre propre 

oorpa d’aviation cinq mol» avant le début de» hostilité», 
et qui au oour» du dernier mol» s’acheminaient ver» le 

Camde, ont été, aur no» propre» instruction», arrêté» 

en plein océan et réexpédiés en Grande-Bretagne,
Cn a déclaré que le lion d’entrelm-oitint du Conjnon- 

wealth serait abandonné ou maie b : lua tard en ralaon de 

ce changeront. Il n’en cera ras final. Ce plan continuera 

S contribuer l ln victoire,
.uant ô l’eepeot fin».,scier, je ne conteuterai de 

dire que les crédit» actuels pour Icb fins de ln guerre 

seule» atteignent $2,000,000 par jour, une «orne qui croîtra 

nécessairement à mesure que noua continuerons & faire f»oe 

h de» besoin» exception cls.
Je voue al dit ce» chose» parce que, parmi te.it 

de nouvelles de guerre et parmi les préoeoupatlona que la 
z?u@rre oeeaalonne, on pesât difficilement, u Canada, aper­
cevoir clairement, l un moment donné, ce qui ae fait pour 

parer ê la situation.
Le Gouvernement oonsacre toute son énergie et 

mobilise tout»# «es ressource» pour répondre eu danger qui 
xmaoe notre liberté, «ou» evone besoin de votre confiance.
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Soue avons besoin de l’aide constructive de tous lee 

Canadiens. C’est don* le fermeté et le courage ,ue demeure 

.l’espoir de In liberté humaine, La panique, les dleaentlone, 

la désunion, s nt les seule ennemie qui euvent nous 

vaincre. Tout n’est pas noir à l’horizon. La - rtr 1ère 

série des gains ennemis ne terminera pas la guerre, pas 

plus qu’elle ne termina d’autres guerres où les peuples 

britannique et français ont combattu côte & côte. Les 

tactiques de l’ennemi, ses armes, sa force, tout est 

maintenant connu, 11 noue a surprie. Il ne noue vaincra 

es.

A la lumière de tous les faits connus, relative,-»nt 

è la situation telle qu’elle ee présent® en surope aujourd• 

Lui, Je ne croiraia pas accomplir tout mon devoir du 

moment, si Je ne parlais ppc des autres dangers qui nous 

eneoent.

J’ai commencé per distinguer trois stades dans 

eette guerre. Il est difficile de orolr<* que noue ne 

compensons pas maintenant une qurtrlère étape. Notre 

attention depuis le début e été concentrée sur l’Alle- 

îîwgæ, le seul ennemi, et sur les effort» qu’elle f" t pour 

annihiler l’Angleterre et la ^rsnoe. Le pheee des hostili­

tés qui «’ouvre sers témoin d’opérations mill ta 1res sur 

des théâtres de («erre entière-.-ant no «veaux, hile sera



certainement marquée par l’entrée dans le conflit de 

nations qui jdsqu'è présent ont pu a’en tenir à 1*écart. 

vUand eea événements ae produiront-ils, et quelle en aéra 

1*Importance, personne ne peut le dire. Voici un point 

eur lequel Je déalre lnalattr tout partloulibrement, fil, 

â un moment donné, noue apprenone que de nouvelle» hoati­

ntée ont ééàatê, 11 n’y a aucune raison, quelle qu'en 

soit la gravité, pour que lee nouvelle» oralntee nées de 

oe fait dégénèrent en pessimisme Injustifié. Liana une 

telle oocurrenoe, 11 noua faudra, bien entendu, reconsi­

dérer oe que noue conmee appelée, pour notre part, è 

ffilre pour répondre aux nouvelles exigences. Lea événe- 

entfi nouveoux nécessitent de nouvelles meaur a, raie, 

aorrr;e toute, noue ferons preuve de segonee en reraletant 

£ voir, dane son ensemble, la altuetlon eoua non vret Jour.

Tout en ne mésestiment pea les dangers qui peuvent 

survenir d’autre» rivages et d’autree mere, nous devons 

nous rappeler que tiens lea périls présents et futur», tous 

lea paye libre» se sont fait une nouvelle oonoeptlon de la 

nature du conflit et ee sont forgé une nouvelle détennl- 

netlon, dane une volonté eene ceaae tendue tvers la 

victoire, de n’épargner aueun effort ou aaerlflee pour 

vaincre. 01 dane le paaeé, la démocratie a manqué de
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prévoyenoo et d'audace, comme le disait hier le Premier 
Liai atre de la Fr-^nee, eette époque est maintenant révolue, 

Lee avancée territoriale» allemande» renferment 
en elle» âe» élément» de faiblesse# Le blocus économique 
et le contrôle de le contrebande peuvent maintenant s’exercer 
avec une pression croissante et plue effloeoe, et elles le 
feront. l’Insouciance en face de la puissance et de le 
cruauté de l’ennemi, l’absence de préparation en foce des 
exigences de le guerre mécanisée dee tempe modernea, 
l’Incertitude dans l’attente d'un ennemi qui ne recula pas 
devcint la violation du droit et l’exploltntion de le terreur, 
voilà de» choses du passé , a discipline sous est venue, 
non de l'extérieur main de l'Intérieur. La brutalité 
irréfrénée a transformé l'Isolement dans les vues et la 
neutralité des coeurs en mots vides de sens. le trahison 
qui a frap/é eu coeur lee nations neutres a tué la neutralité 
■aims du même coup tragique.

Pi de nouveaux ennemis as dressent contre noue, 
•oyons certaine que d'anciens et de nouveaux eàâs s'élance­
ront & notre aMe. La signification mondiale du conflit 
est comprise dans toue les pays. Voue savez la sincérité 
•t la vigueur avec lesquelles le président des tats-Unis 
e élevé le voix au nom de l'humanité. Le conscience du 
monde civilisé est mohlleée pour la cause de le liberté, 
et le tyrannie ae souviendra longtemps de la puissance de

38389
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oette oonscience et du coup final asséné aux forces du 

mal per la réprobation universelle.

Le Canada est ep «lé â assumer une responsabilité 

plu* grande et plu» belle, tê. Churchill, dans le discoure 

qu * il a prononcé mardi dernier devant la Chambre des 

connusse britannique, e énoncé cet appel en aroles vi­

brantes. otre nation, avec toute la vigueur de sa jeunesse, 

la richesse de ac* ressources et son idéal de liberté, 

acceptera fièrement cotte nouvelle reeponsebilité. îèous 

eûmes le i ont qui relie le nouveau monde S l’ancien; le 

pont qui relie la liberté nouvelle du continent nord-amé­

ricain K 1’ancienne liberté de la rende- retagne, qui lui 

a donné naissance. Houe monterons le garde, résolus à en 

défendre les ap roches et les butées.

lu havre de Dunkerque et de la citadelle de Calai s, 

les homes les plus brevee de l'univers ont combattu avec 

ténacité et ont aumonté des difficultés innombrables pour 

rejoindre leur petrie et ee lancer encore une fois dans le 

combat pour défendre le liberté, la justice et la vertu.

L*esprit chevaleresque de la France et la vaillance 

de la 0ran4e-Bretag»e, qui ont con ribué à créer le Canada, 

ont illuminé de gloire ce triomphe d’hérols?». Je ree feia 

l'interprète dea sentiments qui animent le coeur et l’esprit 

de nos gene lorsque Je die que chaque fort au Canada s ra un
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outre Calais et chaque havre un autre unkerque, avant 

que lee homines et lea femes de notre paye ne permettent 

l'étouffement de la lumière et de le vie de leur fol 

chrétienne par les puisa nces du mal ou ne ae soumettent 

â le tyrannie de la brutalité nazie.
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Declaration by Premier King
Ottawa. June 10.—(P—Following are texts of statements made in the 

Commons today by Prime Minister Mackenzie King and Conservative 
Leader Hanson concerning the declaration of a state of war between 
Canada and Italy: ^

Barely 80 years ago," the peoplesMr. King said:
Mr. Speaker, in the circum­

stances of our great loss, ordin­
arily 1 would move that the 
House should rise But jusi a few 
moments ago I received a cable 
from London dated June 10. and 
signed by the Secretary of Stale 
for Dominion Affairs, worded as 
follows:

“Signor Mussolini is reported 
to have stated at 6 p.m. today 
that a declaration of war had 
been handed to the ambassadors 
of Great Britain and France.’

1 think we may assume that 
this statement indicates sufficient, 
authority for this House to de­
clare at as early a moment as 
possible where it stands in refer­
ence to the situation created by 
Premier Mussolini’s action, which 
is not unexpected.

In anticipation that this step 
might be taken at any moment 
I had prepared a few words 
wnich 1 believe to be appropriate, 
to which I have added somewhat 
since the announcement itself was 
made. I should like tv place some 
of them on Hansard, and at their 
conclusion, to move a resolution, 
a copy of which has been sent 
to my honorable friend the leader 
of the Opposition, (Mr. Hanson), 
and which he has been kind 
enough to say he would be pre­
pared to second. 1 have just 
been handed a note from the 
Under-Secretary ot State saying:

•National Defence says Admir­
alty signal received saying hos- 
tilities will commence against 
Italy midnight here, 7 p.m. Ot-
ta After many months of prepara­
tion provocation in act and 
word and threat of open hostil­
ity. Italy has thrown her resource? 
into the war at the side of Nazi 
Germany.

The motives that have inspired 
the Government of Italy, and the 
methods which Italy has pursued 
are well known. With a callous­
ness and treachery second only to 
that of Hitler, the German dicta­
tor, Mussolini, the dictator who 
holds the Italian people in thrall 
has chosen, what he believes to 
be the psychological moment to 
strike at Britain and France in 
the Mediterranean and Africa in 
order to satiate his lust for con­
quest and territorial aggrandize­
ment, and for such glory ” 
culated duplicity 
can bring.

cal-
and treachery

of Italy passed from serfdom and 
disunion to liberty and unity. In 
lue struggles wmen arc împer- 

.ishably associated with the names 
of Mazzini, Cavour and Gari­
baldi, the English speaking peo­
ples gave to the Italian people 
a moral and material support that 
contributed in no small measure 
to the establishment and preser­
vation of the Italian nation

At a time when the rest of Eu­
rope looked with eyes of apathy 
and even of hostility upon the re­
birth of Italy, the Government 
of the United Kingdom in a mem­
orable dispatch advised the Ital­
ian people that they turned their 
sympathetic eyes to the gratifying 
prospect of a people building up 
the edifice of their liberties, and 
consolidating the work of their 
independence.

The shouts of welcome of the 
British people to Garibaldi still 
ring through the years.

As his great English biographer 
said, “Garibaldi will live as the 
incarnate symbol of two passions 
not likely soon to die out of the 
world, of love of country and the 
love of freedom kept pure by the 
one thing that can tame and yet 
not weaken them, the ten derest 
-humanity for all mankind.”

Italy grew in power and influ­
ence amidst many evidences of 
goodwill from those who had 
hailed her rise to nationhood. Her 
citizens were welcomed in all the 
lands of the British Common­
wealth beyond the seas, and not 
least in Canada. In the last great 
war, she shared with us the bur­
den of the day. She was rewarded 
with some of the fruits of victory.

Through many generations, 
Britain and France, and their sons 
and daughters have turned to the 
art and literature of Italy for so­
lace and inspiration. To countless 
millions her capital city has been 
one of the holy places of the 
world. From the spiritual power 
and comfort of an ancient and un­
dying faith ■ have gone into the 
lands of all the earth.

All members of the House will 
join me, I know, in paying a trib­
ute to the noble example set by 
the present occupant of the Holy 
See in his unceasing work for the 
preservation of peace, and the ex­
altation of humanity itself, amidst 
the discord and clamor of the 
world which is falling in .ruins 
around us. All these ancient tra­
ditions of freedom and goodwill,

or true religion, ot literature and 
of art. have been trampled upon 
and cast by wicked men into the 
darkness and dust.

It would be a great mistake to 
underestimate the seriousness of 

! the new situation which has been 
I created. Italy is a nation of 40.- 
! 000,000. Under the domination of 
1 her dictator, she has been pre­
paring for war longer than any 
other nation in Europe. A whole 
generation has been educated to 
glorify force. It is useless further 
at this time to regret the de­
gradation of a free and peaceful 
people, to seek the causes for the 
change, or to condemn the evil 
doctrines which have poisoned 
the hearts and minds of Italian 
youth.

The very names of Ethiopia 
and Albania are reminders of 
the use of overwhelming force to 
subdue the weak.

While, at the moment. the 
Allied world breathes harder, it 
may truly be said that it breathes 
more easily. The suspense of the 
Italian threat, which, since the 
outbreak of war in Europe, has 
hung like the sword of Damocles 
over the heads of- the British and 
French peoples, has now been re­
moved.

They arc no longer faced with 
endless duplicity. The addition of 
Italian strength to the enemy 
will need redoubled energy and 
increased determination on the 
part of us all. Knowing where 
Italy stands has, nevertheless 
cleared the atmosphere and freed 
the hands of Britain and France 
for immediate and vigorous 
action.

The spread of ruthless warfare 
into other seas, and on other 
shores, may well have an in­
calculable effect upon the opin­
ion and attitude of those who still 
call themselves neutral. While 
Italy has it in her power to oc­
casion much damage, and some 
diversion from the main task of 
defeating her senior partner, she 
is herself particularly vulnerable 
both on the military and econo­
mic fronts, and cannot for long 
hone to stand the strain of war.

History, I believe, will record 
no action more ignoble than that 
of Mussolini. During those tragic 
months he has sat like a carrion 
bird of nroy waiting for brave 
men to die.

Today, he has declared war on 
those who were the traditional 
friends of his countrymen.

Callously and cynically, he has 
chosen what he believes is the 
psychological moment for thé 
swoop and the treacherous blow

Peaceful overtures, proffered 
concessions, bonds of ancient 
friendship sealed by the memory 
of common sacrifices in the cause 
of freedom, all these he has bar- 
tered for the vision of conquest 
and the nhantom of power
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Declaration by Premier King
Ottawa. June 10. —Following are texts of statements mode in the

Commons today by Prime Minister Mackenzie King and Conservative 
Leader Hanson concerning the declaration of a state of war between 
Canada and Italy: ,

Mi. King .said:
M Speak» mi

stances of our great loss, ordin­
arily I w ould mm « that the 
House should rise But jusi a few 
moments ago I received a cable 
fi'om London dated June 10. and 
■ Sued by the Secretary 01 State

■ Dominion Affairs worded as 
follows:

"Signoi M us so I :n i is report ed 
to have -tated at fi p.m. today 
that a declaration of w hi nad 
be-n handed to » hr amba-.-caoiv 
ot Great Britain and France "

I think we may assume that 
tin- statement inaicaies sufficient 
authority for this House to de­
clare at as early a moment a is 
possible where it stands in refer­
ence to the situation created b.\ 
Premier Mussolini's action, which 
is not unexpected.

In anticipation that this step 
might be taken at any moment 
1 had prepared a few words 
wo toll 1 believe to he appropriate, 
to which I have adaed somewhat 
- in ce the announcement itself w as 
made 1 should like 1 - place some 
of them on Hansard, and at then 

I) conclusion, to move a resolution, 
a copy of which ha- been sent 
t" my honorable friend the leader 
<>f the Opposition, iMr. Hansom, 
and which he has been kir.ri 
enough to say he wuild be pre­
pared to -pound. 1 have just 
been handed a note from the 
Under-Secrcarv ot State saying:

•National Defence says Admir­
alty signal received saying hos- 
i j li'ties .'.ill commence against 
Italy midnight here. 7 p.m. Ot­
tawa."

After man\ months of prepara­
tion. provocation in act and 
word and threat of open hostil­
ity. it.iiv has thrown her resources 
into the war at the side of Nazi
Germany.

The motives that have inspired 
the Government of Italy. and the 
methods which Italy ha- pursued 
are well known. With a callous­
ness and treachery second only to 
that of Hitler, the German dicta­
tor. Mussolini, the dictator who 
holds the Italian people in thrall 
has chosen, what he believes to 
b< the psychological moment to 
strike at Britain and France in 
the Mediterranean and Africa in 
order to satiate Ins lust for con­
quest and territorial aggrandize­
ment. and for such glory as cal­
culated duplicity and treachery 
can bring.

Rare A 80 yr..v- ago.’ the peoples 
of Italy pa -cd fn.-iii .serfdom and 
disunion to liberty and unity. In 
lue >u uggiv.- win c ; : are imper- 

l jshahly associated with the names 
of Mazzini. favour and Gari­
baldi. : ue English speaking peo­
ples gave to the Italian people 
a moral and material support that 
contributed in no small measure 
to the establishment and preser­
vation of the Italian nation

A; a time when the rest of Eu­
rope looked with eyes of apathy 
and even of hostility upon the re­
birth of Itai.v the Government 
of : no United Kingdom in a mem­
orable dispatch advised tin Ital­
ian people that they turned their 
sympathetic eyes to the gratifying 
prospect of a people building up 
■he edifice of their liber tie.- and 
consolidating the work of their 
independence.

The shouts of welcome of tl • 
British people to Garibaldi still 
ring through the year.,-;.

As his great English biographer 
said. “Garibaldi will live as the 
incarnate symbol of two passions 
not likely soon to die out of the 
world, of love of country and the 
love of freedom kept pure by the 
one thing that can tame and yet 
not weaken them, the tenderest 
humanity for all mankind."

Italy grew in power and influ­
ence amidst many evidences of 
goodwill from those who had 
hailed her rise to nationhood. Her 
citizens were welcomed in all the 
land.- of the Briti.-ii Common- | 
wealth be;, ond the .-cas. and not j 
least Canada. In the last great j 
war .-lie shared with u> the bur- I 
den of the day She • a - rev .u ried j 
with some of ilie fruits of victory. ;

Through many generations. 
Br tain and France, and the-ii sons 
and daughters have turned to the 
art and literature of Italy for so­
lace and inspiration. To countless 
millions her capital city has been 
one of the holy places of the 
world. From the spiritual power 
and comfort of an ancient and un­
dying failli have gone into the 
lands of all the earth.

All members of the House w ill 
join me. I know, in paying a trib­
ute to the noble example set by 
the present occupant of the Holy 
See in his unceasing work for the

al'ation of humanity itsel'f. amidst 
the discoid and clamor of the 
world which :. falling ui ruins 
around us. All these ancient tra­
ditions of freedom and goodwill,

1
of art. have been trampled upon 
and cast by wicked men into the 
darkness and dust.

It would be a great mistake to 
underestimate the seriousness of 
the new situation which has been 
created. Italy is a nation ot 40 - 
000.000. Under the domination of 
her dictator, she has been pre­

nne for war longer than any 
Europe. A whole 
been educated to 
is useless further 
regret the dc- 

free a id p ,ireful 
the can c- for the 

evil 
med

other nation in 
generation has 
glonly force. It 
at trii.- time to 
gradation of a 
people, to seek 
change, or to condemn the 
doctrines which have no1

and mind: of Italianthe heart 
youth.

The very name of Ethiopia 
and Albania are reminder- of 
the me of overwhelming force to 
subdue the weak.

W ile. at the moment. the 
Allied world breathes harder, it 
may truh be : orl that it breathes 
more easily. The dispense of the 
Italien threat, which, since the 
outbreak of war in Europe, has 
hung like the sword of Damocles 
over the heads of the British and 
French peoples, h s now been re­
moved.

They arc no longer faced with 
enclin - dupliepy. The addition of 
Italian strength !" the enemy 
will need redoubled energy and 
increased determination on the 
part of us all. Knowing whore 
Italy stand- has. nevertheless, 
cleared the almosnhore and freed 
the hands of Britain and France 
for immediate and vigorous 
act ion.

The spread of ruthless warfare 
into other seas, and on other 
shores, may well have an in­
calculable effect upon the opin­
ion and attitude of those who still 
call them "Ives ncutr ,!. While 
Italy has it in her power to oc­
casion much damage, and some 
diversion from he m,.ui task of 
defeating or sc ior partner, . ;0 
is herself particularly vulnerable 
both on the military and econo­
mic fronts, and cannot for long 
hone to stand the strain of war.

History. I believe wi'l record 
no action move ignoble than that 
of Mussolini. During these tragic 
months he has sat like a carrion 
bird of prey waiting for brave 
men to die.

Today, he has declared war on 
’hose who were the traditional 
friends of his countrymen.

Callously and cynically, he has 
chosen what he believes is the 
psychological moment for the 
swoop and the treacherous blowy

Peaceful overtures, proffered 
concessions, bonds of ancient 
fri» i id ship sealed by the memory 
of common sacrifices in the cause 
of freedom, all these he has bar­
tered for Hie vision of conquest 
and the nhantom of power.

REPEAT 
REPETITION
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No one can foretell the horrors 
that the spread of warfare into 
now seas and upon new shores 
may bring to the world. But one 
thing is sure. Retribution will 
overtake all tyrants, and the dic­
tator of Italy amongst them. It 
is too early to predict the final 
effect of this treachery,upon those 
who cannot sit idly by and watch 
the whole world engulfed in the
seas of battle. We may rest as­
sured however that the forces of 
liberty will rally in a supreme 
effort of victory.

As fur Canada, this new peril 
to the Allied cause will only in­
crease our country’s determina­
tion to stand resolutely at the side 
of Britain and France until the 
powers of evil which threaten the 
freedom of mankind are van­
quished once and for all.

May I add for tne information 
of honorable members in the 
House that appropriate steps have 
already been taken to ensure 
within Canada itself any threat to 
internal security arising out of 
the action of the Italian dictator 
and his Fascist forces.

I should like now to move, sec­
onded by my honorable friend 
the leader of the opposition (Mr. 
Hanson. York-Sunbury) :

“Whereas Italy has declared her 
intention to enter the war on the 
side of Germany and against the 
Allied powers; and,

“Whereas a state of war now 
exists between the United King­
dom and France on the one hand 
and Italy, on the other; and

“Whereas at the outbreak of 
war the Parliament of Canada 
decided to stand at the side of the 
United Kingdom and France in 
their determined effort to resist 
aggression and to preserve free­
dom;

“It is expedient that the Houses 
of Parliament do approve the en­
try of Canada into a stale of war 
with Italy, and that this House 
does approve the same.”

May I say that when this reso­
lution is passed the governor-in­
council will pass an order for­
warding a copy of the resolution 
to His Majesty the King, and in­
viting His Majesty to approve the 
proclamation recognizing the 
existence of a state of war be­
tween Canada and Italy.

Mr. Hanson said:
Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minis­

ter was good enough to commu­
nicate to me notice of the inten­
tion of the Government to intro­
duce this resolution in the event 
of Italy declaring war on the side 
of Germany and against the Al­
lied powers.

This afternoon he sent me a 
copy of the resolution and I rise 
for the purpose of seconding and 
supporting the resolution and the 
action of the Government in the 
premises. To do anything less

i

would be evidence of a lack of
solidarity on the part of this na­
tion.

The Fascist .dictator has prov­
en true,to the predictions of the 
peoples of the civilized democra­
cies. Like the vulture, he view­
ed the progress of events from 
afar, and now, thinking this hour, 
the hour of extremity of our gal­
lant ally. France, he swoops, like 
the vulture he is. in order that 
if possible he may profit by the 
situation.

While I have no authority to 
speak on behalf of the Allies, yet 
I do feel it incumbent upon me 
to voice the feeling that, while 
the entry of Italy into the war is 
adding to the great burden which 
the Allies arc carrying, it will be 
met with dauntless courage on 
the part of the Allied nations.

The move has been long ex­
pected. I feel the utmost confi­
dence that this adverse situation 
having long been foreseen, will 
have been discounted and that the 
armed forces of the Allies, chief 
among them the French and Brit­
ish fleets, will be prepared to 
meet this added emergency.

As to Canada's attitude, there can 
be no doubt. Remote as we are from 
Italy, yet when she declares war 
on Britain she declares war on 
Canada. Notwithstanding the ques­
tion of unpreparedness, Canada will 
do her part. We shall make some 
contribution against this new 
enemy.

This now situation constitutes a 
new challenge to Canada as an inte­
gral part of the Empire.

Let us meet it with high hope 
and courage, with the high purpose 
that, come what may, the British 
Empire and Canada with it. shall 
not yield until might yields to right 
and until Christian ideas and philo­
sophies once more triumph upon 
this distracted' world.

I hope—I know—that this resolu­
tion will be unanimously passed. I 
know it will meet with the unani­
mous approval of the Canadian 
people.
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"Vulture,” Agrees Hanson, Seconding Premier's Move for 
Declaration of War—Speedily Passes

Ottawa, June 11—(CP)—With one 
voice, parliament yesterday endors­
ed Premier King’s resolution ap­
proving "the entry of Canada into 
a state of war with Italy.” It fol­
lowed close on Italy's declaration 
of war against the Allies. - With 
striking unanimity, the prime 
minister and Hon. R. B. Hanson, 
Conservative leader, condemned the 
Italian action.

Following is a partial text of 
Premier King's statement:

“After many months of prepara­
tion, provocation in act and word 
and threat of open hostility, Italy 
has thrown her resources into the 
war at the side of Nazi Germany.

“The motives that have inspired 
the government of Italy, and the 
methods which Italy has pursued, 
are well known. With a callous­
ness and treachery second only to 
that of Hitler, the German dictator, 
Mussolini, the dictator who holds 
the Italian people in thrall, has 
chosen what he believes to be the 
psychological moment to strike at 
Britain and France in the Mediter­
ranean and Africa in order to 
satiate his lust for conquest and ter­
ritorial aggrandizement, and for 
such glory as calculated duplicity 
and treachery can bring.

“Barely 80 years ago the peoples 
of Italy passed from serfdom and 
disunion to liberty and unity. In 
the struggles which are imperish- 
ably associated with the names of 
Mazzini, Cavour and Garibaldi, the 
English-speaking peoples gave to 
the Italian people a moral and 
material support that contributed in 
no small measure to the establish­
ment and preservation of the Italian 
nation.

“At a time when the rest of 
Europe looked with eyes of apathy 
and even of hostility upon the re­
birth of Italy, the government of 
the United Kingdom, in a memor­
able dispatch, advised the Italian 
people that they turned their sym­
pathetic eyes to the gratifying pros­
pect of a people building up the 
edifice of their liberties and con­
solidating the work of their inde­
pendence. The shouts of welcome 
of the British people to Garibaldi 
still ring through the years.

He Loved Freedom
"As his great English biographer 

said: 'Garibaldi will live as the 
incarnate symbol of two passions 
not likely soon to die out of the 
world, of love of country and the 
love of freedpm kept pure by the 
one thing that can tame and yet 
not weaken them, the tenderest 
humanity for all mankind.’

“Italy grew in power and influ- 
| *oce amidst many evidences of 

good-will from those who had hail­
ed her rise to nationhood. Her citi­
zens were welcomed in all the lands 
of the British commonwealth be­
yond the seas, and not least in 
Canada. In the last great war, she 
shared with us the burden of the 
day. She was rewarded with some 
of the fruits of victory.

“Through many generations, Bri- j

tain and France, and their sons and 
daughters, have turned to the art 
and literature of Italy for solace and 
inspiration. To countless millions 
her capital city has been one of the 
holy places of the world. From the 
spiritual power and comfort of an 
ancient and undying faith have 
gone into the lands of all the earth.

Tribute to Pope
“All members of the House will 

join me, I know, in paying a tribute 
to the noble example set by the 
present occupant of the Holy See 
in his unceasing work for the pre­
servation of peace, and the exalta­
tion of humanity itself, amidst the 
discord and clamor of the world 
which is falling in ruins around us.
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All these ancient traditions of free­
dom and good-will, of trtie religion, 
of literature and of art, have been 
trampled upon and cast by wicked 
men into the darkness and dust.

“It would be a great mistake to 
underestimate the seriousness of 
the new situation which has been 
created. Italy is a nation of 40,- 
000,000. Under the domination of 
her dictator, she has been preparing 
for war longer than any other na­
tion in Europe. A whole generation 
has been educated to glorify force. 
It is useless further at this time to 
regret the degradation of a free 
and peaceful people, to seek the 
causes for the change, or to con­
demn the evil doctrines which have 
poisoned the hearts and minds of 
Italian youth.

“Today he has declared war on 
those who were the traditional 
friends of his countrymen. Cal­
lously and cynically, he has chosen 
what he believes is the psychological 
moment for the swoop and the 
treacherous blow.

“Peaceful overtures, preferred 
concessions, bonds of ancient 
friendship sealed by the memory of 
common sacrifices in the cause of 
freedom, all these he has bartered 
for the vision of conquest and the 
phantom of power.

“No one can foretell the horrors 
that the spread of warfare into new 
seas and upon new shores may 
bring to the world. But one thing 
is sure. Retribution will overtake 
all tyrants, and the dictator of Italy 
amongst them. It is too early to 
predict the final effect of this 
treachery upon those who cannot 
sit idly by and watch the whole 
world engulfed in the seas of battle. 
We may rest assured, however, that 
the forces of liberty will rally in 
a supreme effort of victory.

“As for Canada, this new peril to 
the Allied cause will only increase 
our country's determination to 
stand resolutely at the side of Brit­
ain and France until the powers of 
evil which threaten the freedom of 
mankind are vanquished once and 
for all.

In seconding the resolution Mr. 
Hanson said: “The Fascist dictator 
has proven true to the predictions of 
the people of the civilized democ­
racies. Like the vulture, he viewed 
the progress of events afar, and now, 
profit by the situation.”

#

i
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A stat^ of war exists between the United 

Kingdom and Italy#
''After many months of preparation, provocation 

in act and word and threat of open hostility, Italy has 

thrown her resources into the war at the side of Nazi 
Germany.

The motives that have inspired the government 

of Italy, and the methods which Italy has pursued are 

well known» With a callousness and treachery second only
*A-tVV A ,

to that of Hither, tKë "dictator who holds the Italian
* A

people in thrall has chosen what he believes to be the 

psychological moment to strike at Britain and Franco in 

the Mediterranean and Africa in order to satiate his lust 

for conquest and territorial aggrandizement and for such 

glory as calculated duplicity and treachery can bring# 

Barely eighty years ago, the peoples of Italy 

passed from serfdom and disunion to liberty and unity#

In the struggles which are imperishably associated with 

the names of Mazzini, Cavour and Garibaldi, the English 

speaking peoples gave to the Italian people a moral and 

material support that contributed in no small measure to 

the establishment and preservation of the Italian nation#
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At a time when the rest of Europe looked with eyes of 

apathy and even of hostility upon the rebirth of Italy, 

the government of the United Kingdom in a memorable 

despatch advised the Italian people that they turned 

their sympathetic eyes to the gratifying prospect of a 

people building up the edifice of their liberties, 

and consolidating the work of their independence. The 

shouts of welcome of the British people to Garibaldi 

still ring through the years. As his great English 

biographer said, "Garibaldi will live as the incarnate 

symbol of two passions not likely soon to die out of 

the world, of love of country and the love of freedom 

kept pure by the one thing that can tame and yet not 

weaken them, the tenderest humanity for all mankind,w 

Italy grew in pov/er and in influence amidst 

many evidences of good-will from those who had hailed 

her rise to nationhood. Her citizens were welcomed in 

all the lands of the British Commonwealth beyond the 

seas, and not least in Canada, In the last Great War, 

she shared with us the burden of the day. She was 

rewarded with some or the fruits of victory. Through 

many generations, Britain a^nd France, and their sons 

and daughters have turned to the art and literature of 

Italy for solace and inspiration# To countless millions
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her capital city has been one of the holy places of 

the world• From Rome the spiritual power and comfort 

of an ancient and undying faith have gone into the 

lands of all the earth#

All members of the House will join me, I know, 

in paying a tribute to the noble example set by the 

present occupant of the Holy See in his Unceasing work 

for the preservation of peace, and the exaltation of 

humanity itself, amidst the discord and clamour of the 

v/orld which is falling in ruins around us. All these 

ancient traditions of freedom and good-will, of true 

religion, of literature and of art, have been trampled 

upon and cast by wicked men into the darkness and dust.

It would be a great mistake to underestimate 

the seriousness of the new situation which has been 

created. Italy is a nation of forty millions. Under 

the domination of her dictator, she has been preparing 

for war longer than any other nation in Europe. A whole 
generation has been educated to glorify force# It is 

useless further at this time to regret the degradation of 

a free and peaceful people, to seek the causes for the 

change, or to condemn the evil doctrines which have 

poisoned the hearts and minds of Italian youth. / The very
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names of Ethiopia and Albania are reminders of the 

use of overwhelming force to subdue the weak.

While, at the moment, the allied world 

breathes harder, it may truly be said that it breathes 

more easily» The suspense of the Italian threat, which, 

since the outbreak of war in Europe, has hung like the 

sword of Damocles over the heads of the British and French 

peoples, has now been removed» They are no longer faced 

with endless duplicity. The addition of Italian strength 

to the enemy will need redoubled energy and increased 

determination on the part of us all. Knowing where Italy 

stands has, nevertheless, cleared the atmosphere and 

freed the hands of Britain and France for immediate and 

vigorous action*

The spread of ruthless warfare into other seas, 

and on other shores, may well have an incalculable effect 

upon the opinion and attitude of those whojjrtill call 

themselves neutral. While Italy has it in her power to 

occasion much damage^and some diversion from the main task 

of defeating her senior partÿT^she is herself particularly 

vulnerable both on the military and economic fronts, and 

cannot for long hope to stand the strain of war.
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History will record no action more ignobleA
than that of Mussolini* During these tragic months 

he has sat like a carrion bird of prey waiting for 

bravo men to die*

Today, he has declared war on those who were 

the traditional friends of his countrymen*

Callously and cynically, he has chosen what 

he believes is the psychological moment for the swoop 

and the treacherous blow*

Peaceful overtures, preferred concessions, 

bonds of ancient friendship sealed by the memory of 

common sacrifices in the cause of freedom, all these 

he has bartered for the vision of conquest and the 

phantom of power*

No one can foretell the horrors that the 

spread of warfare into new seas and upon new shores 

may bring to the world. But one thing is sure.

Retribution will overtake all tyrants^ and the dictator 

of Italy amongst them* It is too early to predict the 

final effect of this treachery upon those who cannot 

sit idly by and watch the whole world engulfed in the 

seas of battle* We may rest assured that the forces 

of liberty will rally in a supreme effort of victory.
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As for Canada, this new peril to the allied 
cause will only increase our countryf a determination 
to stand resolutely at the side of Britain and France 
until the powers of evil which threaten the freedom 
of mankind are vanquished once and for all.

Appropriate steps have already been taken 
to ensure within Canada itself any threat to internal 
security arising out of the action of the Italian 
dictator and his Fascist forces.
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Canada, together with Britain and Prance, will face this 
unprovoked act of wanton aggression with resolution and without 
fear.

We have done and will do what is necessary to meet any new 
menace to public order and security within our borders.

We will shrink from no effort to turn from its foul purpose 
the treacherous Italian dagger that has struck at the heart of 
freedom.
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Says Forces 
Of Liberty 
Will Prevail

Forces of liberty will rally to I 
meet the new challenge of Italy’s 
entry into the war at Germany’s 

| side, Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King told the Canadian people in 5 
a speech broadcast over the na- j 

1 tional network of the Canadian ; 
Broadcasting Corporation Monday ; 

1 night.
Recalling his speech of Friday 

night in which he said new and 
old friends would rally to the : 

| Allied cause if new enemies rose 
against it, he named the United 
States as one of the nations he 
had in mind.

| He cited a speech broadcast by 
President Roosevelt earlier in the 
evening as evidence.

An Old and New Friend.
"The President”, he said, “is 

both an old friend and a new one, 
an old friend because his heart 
and the hearts of his people have 
always beaten in common with 
ours and a new friend because to­
night he pledged the resources of 
his nation to our cause.”

Mr. King reviewed the swift 
moving events of the day in Ot­
tawa, the tragic death of Hon. 
Norman Rogers, Minister of Na- 

I tional Defence, in an airplane 
crash and- the action taken to put 
Canada in a state of war with 
Italy.

The Cabinet passed an order-in­
council tendering advice to His 
Majesty that a proclamation should 
be issued declaring Canada at war 
with the new enemy as from June 
10. ""

It was transmitted to Hon. Vin­
cent Massey, Canadian High Com­
missioner in London, for submis­
sion to the King. Immediately ap- 

I prova 1 of the proclamation is re- 
' ceived it will be published in a 
special edition of the Canada 
Gazette.

Justice Minister Lapointe, the 
Prime Minister said, has author­
ized the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police to apprehend and intern all 
Italian nationals whose activities 
might be detrimental to the war 
effort or destructive of property.

Other steps, planned well in ad­
vance, were being taken with re­
gard to trading with Italians and 
to Italian property in Canada. 
These included measures to slop 
trading with the new enemy and 
other acts inconsistent with the 
existence of a state of war.

Referring to Mr. Rogers as “a 
trusted colleague and close and 
deeply valued friend”, Mr. King 
said words can express the 
sopimv with which his colleagues 

^jmd I heard the news”.
Mr. Rogers’ career was an in­

spiration to youth. He served in 
the First Great War as a private 
and “the same qualities that made 
him a brave soldier” had sustained 
him in his higher task.

“Canada has lost a generous and 
valiant heart, the British Empire 
a Minister of War who held a fore­
most place in her military coun­
cils”, Mr. King said, “the Allied 
Powers, a Minister of the Crown 
who served them faithfully in the 
hour of their greatest need. Our 
country mourns tonight one of the 
ablest and noblest of her sons.’Vy^
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i ^States Forces 

Of Liberty To 
Meet Challenge
Prime Minister King Cites 

Roosevelt’s Pledge to Al­
lies Voiced After Italy 
Had Entered the War.

Forces of liberty will rally to 
meet the. new challenge of Italy's 
entry into the war at Germany's 
side, Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King told the Canadian people In 
a speech broadcast over the na­
tional network of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation last 
night.

Cites Roosevelt's Speech. 
Recalling his speech of Friday 

night in which he said new and 
old friends would rally to the 
Allied cause if new enemies rose 
against it, he named the United 
States as one of the nations he 
had in mind.

He cited a speech broadcast by 
President Roosevelt earlier last 
night as evidence.

"The President," he said, "is 
both an old friend and a new one. 
an old friend because his heart 
and the hearts of his people have 
always beaten In common with 
ours and a new friend because 
tonight he pledged the resources 
of his nation to our cause."

Mr. King reviewed the swift 
moving events of the day in Ot­
tawa. the tragic death of Hon. 
Norman Rogers minister of na­
tional defence in an airplane 
crash and the action taken to put 
Canada in a state of war with 
Italy.

missioner In London, for submis-1; 
sion to the King. Immediately | 
approval of the proclamation Is 
received it. will be published in a 
special edition of the Canada 
Gazette.

Justice Minister Lapointe, the 
Prime Minister said, has author­
ized the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police to apprehend and intern all 
Italians nationals whose activities 
might be detrimental to the war 
effort or destructive of property.

Other steps, planned well in 
advance, were being taken with 
regard to trading with Italians 
and to Italian property in Canada. 
These included measures to stop 
trading with the new enemy and 
other acts inconsistent with the 
existence of a state of war.

Tribute to Mr. Rogers.
Referring to Mr. Rogers ns "a 

trusted colleague and a close and 
deeply valued friend," Mr. King 
said "no words can express the 
sorrow with which his colleagues j 
and I heard the news.”

Mr. Rogers' career was an in­
spiration to youth. He served in 
the first Great War as a private 
and "the same qualities that made 
him a brave soldier” had sustained 
him in his higher task.

"Canada has lost a generous 
and valiant heart, the British 
Empire a minister of war who held 
a foremost place in her military
councils," Mr. King sa id. "the 
Allied powers, a minister of the 
Crown who served them faith­
fully in the hour of their greatest 
need. Our country mourns tonight 
one of the. ablest and noblest or 
her sons." /

Proclamation of War.
The cabinet passed an order in 

council tendering advice to His 
Majesty that a proclamation 
should be issued declaring Canada 
at war with the new enemy as 
from June 10.

It was transmitted to Hon. Vin­
cent Massey. Canadian High Com-
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States Forces 
Of Liberty To 
Meet Challénge
Prime Minister King Cites

Roosevelt's Pledge to Al­
lies Voiced After Italy
Had Entered the War.

Forces of liberty will rally to 
meet, the new challenge of Italy’s 
entry into the war at Germany's 
side. Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King told the Canadian people in 
a speech broadcast over the na­
tional network of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation last 
night.

Cites Roosevelt’s Speech.
Recalling his speech of Friday 

night in which he said new and 
old friends would rally to the 
Allied cause if new enemi-cs rose 
against, it, he named the United 
States as one of the nations he 
had in mind.

He cited a speech broadcast by 
President Roofcevelt earlier' last 
night as evidence.

“The President,” he said, “is 
both an old friend and a new one, 
an old friend because his heart 
and the hearts of his people have 
always beaten in common with 
ours and a new friend because 
tonight he pledged the resources 
of his nation to our cause.”

Mr. King reviewed the swift 
moving events of the day in Ot­
tawa, the tragic death of Hon. 
Norman Rogers minister of na­
tional defence in an airplane 
crash and the action taken to put 
Canada in a state of war with 
Italy.

Proclamation of War.
The cabinet passed an order in 

council tendering advice to His 
Majesty that a proclamation 
should be issued declaring Canada 
at war with the new enemy as 
from June 10.

It. was transmitted to Hon. Vin­
cent Massey, Canadian High Com­

missioner in London, for submis­
sion to the King. Immediately 
approval of the proclamation is 
received it. will be published in a 
special editiono of the Canada 
Gazette.

Justice Minister Lapointe, the 
Prime Minister said, has author-1 

ized the Royal Canadian Mounted i 
Police to apprehend and intern all 
Italians nationals whose activities 
might be detrimental to the war 
effort or destructive of property.

Other steps, planned well in 
advance, were being taken with 
regard to trading with Italians 
and to Italian property in Canada. 
These included measures t-o stop 

| trading with the new enemy and J 
, other acts inconsistent with the 
existence of a state of war.

Tribute to Mr. Rogers.
Referring to Mr. Rogers as “a 

trusted colleague and a close and 
deeply valued friend," Mr. King 
said “no words can express the 
sorrow with which his colleagues 
and I heard the news.”

Mr. Rogers' career was an in­
spiration to youth. He served in 
the first Great War as a private 
and “the same qualities that made 
him a brave soldier” had sustained 
him in his higher task.

“Canada has lost a generous 
and valiant heart, the British 
Empire a minister of war who held 
a foremost place in her military

councils,” Mr. King said, “the 
Allied powers, a minister of the 
Crown who served them faith­
fully in the hour of their greatest, 
need. Our country mourns tonight 
one of the ablest and noblest 
her sons."
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King’s Speech 
Constructive 

And Patriotic

, r “To the making of Canada 
come the same chivalry of 
France and the same gallantry 
of Britain which fashioned the 
glory of that triumph of hero­
ism. I speak the heart and mind 
of our country when I say that 
every fort in Canada will be 
another Calais and every har­
bor will be another Dunkerque 
before the men and women of 
our land allow the light and the 
life of their Christian faith to 
be extinguished by the powers 
of evil, or yield their libêrties to 
the tyranny of Nazi brutality.” 
These are not the words of a man

Z

From the Montreal Star 
(Independent)

THE memorable speech broadcast 
by Premier Mackenzie King on 

Friday night laslT’almost partakes
of the nature of an historic state who is wasting Canada’slimVrn^ 
document. It was a most success- arc the words of a patriot who ^ 
ful effort to acquaint the entire doing everything in his power to 
Canadian nation not only with the avoid wasting a minute that could 
general facts of Canada s war otherwise be applied to advancing 
efforts but with a very large num- our war cffort 
bers of details in connection with 
them for which the public have 
been clamoring for some consider­
able time. It was also a convincing 
presentation of all the circum­
stances that have attended the at 
first slow development of our war 
efforts and of those factors which 
handicapped speeding-up at a time 
when manufacturers, labor and the 
government were all ready and 
anxious to go ahead.

Nobody who listened to Mr. Mac­
kenzie King’s statement without 
prejudice could possibly fail to 
realize that it was emphatically 
constructive and that it took the 
nation into the government’s con­
fidence in a very large measure.»
There will, we feel confident, be 
less tendency from now on to hurl 
vague charges of neglect at the 
administration, and on the part of 
all loyal Canadians who want to 
help push our war effort ahead with 
all possible speed, a desire, mani­
fested in a practical way, to lend 
useful co-operation instead of shout­
ing futile criticism.

MR. KING'S peroration will cer­
tainly go down in Canadian 

Djarlnupfrcntary annals as one of the 
filter inspiring declarations that 
^avc ever been voiced by a prime 
minister of this Dominion. It is 
worth reproducing not only here 
but in permanent form in every 
household in this vast land.
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On Guard!
AN EDITORIAL------

TH E Canadian Prime 
Mj n iste yprn pin y sTp-! a i n 

language in recognizing 
the threat to Canada and 
what must be done to meet 
it. He declares :

“For every Canadian the 
new situation has brought 
new and heavier responsib­
ilities. The British Isles are 
threatened with impending 
invasion. Canada can no 
longer regard her territory 
as secure. Our defences 
must be swiftly strengthen­
ed. Canada must be ready 
to meet any attack launched 
against her coasts or her 
cities.”

TM 11 n 1!
TT is greatly reassuring 

to have these words 
from the lips of the Prime 
Minister himself—and the 
Canadian people will re­
ceive them, not in any 
spirit of panic or hysteria, 
but calmly and in the con­
fident belief that measures 
are being taken by the 
authorities to translate 
the Prime Minister’s dec-' 
laration into prompt and 
effective action.

Every intelligent Cana­
dian realizes that these 
are " threatening times : 
that no part of the world 
can be regarded as im­
mune from direct contact 
with this war.

Itcis, therefore, no more 
than foresight and common- 
sense to prepare to meet 
what may come.

It is, moreover, equally 
necessary that local organ­
izations should he equip­
ped to meet any emergen­
cies that may arise.
Great Britain is taking 

all possible precautions, 
not only to repel attack, 
but to protect the civilian 
population from the ef­
fects of attack when it is 
launched against her is­
lands. Here in Canada 
we must do no less.

11 11 II 11 11
'T'HESE, as we say, are 

■*“ not matters to give 
rise to any hysteria or 
panic: they are hard facts 
to be faced with firmness 
and resolution.

Canadians are a steady, 
sure-footed people, who 
keep their nerves and 
emotions under control.

That was what made the 
Canadians formidable 
fighting men in the first 
Great War and will mould 
the Canadian forces into an 
equally formidable instru­
ment in this.

The Canadian people 
can “take it” as well as 
“give it”—and they are 
not afraid to face condi­
tions as they arise. But, 
like all other peoples, they 
want to know that every­
thing that can be done is 
being done to provide the

organization and equip­
ment necessary to meet 
any emergency. And the 
Prime Minister’s state­
ment is timely and defin­
ite.

Let all who can co-oper- 
7\L‘ lo aid the authorities 
lend a ready hand in this 
vitally-important work.
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4 July 1907 Berlin
Banquet in honour 
of Lemieux & King

Rqply & toast to "Berlin" 
Conciliation àct.
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Draft Address

Revised bÿ"Prijne MMsber 
May 13, 1940

^ r^ln 1
to His Excellency

Major General the Rt. Honourable The Earl of Athlone,
K.G., P.C., G.CÆ., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O. )u„, /*- YQ

iv
f (f ft -. ■ '-r"P

and the people, to 

and to its Capi

Your Excellency:

It is my privilege An behgif of the Government

the Dominion of Canada

e today you take up the duties V
yv

of the hljgti office of Governor General of Canada. J V
. °7 7*'*'*''' * J . h tf * • Lu. - Lu.x Kw ^ X A 1 l J A ,

arrival in Canada brings Mi to our minds tint manx~ happy / ■ '!
t >/

------- /AA'
w-a . y <*«,» / U< &*■

memories associated with the visit a year ago of Their 

Majesties ti* King and Queer^. ^^mld the grave anxieties
fw V * £«.i t»-**-* **Y

of the months which fallowed^ perils

of -fch# present, Their Majesties, we would assure" you",1 are-

cons tan tly in our thoughts and prayers. \r
w*v *

We are pleased to recall that you were in Canada 

on the occasion of another royal visit. At that time, 

our country was honoured by the presence of Their Royal

AX

Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York,

later Their Majesties King George V and Queen Mary.
h>i ' r75"Vî j > !*»>¥ i.

a tu &>•*—e rtrl <3 l^l‘ 1 * ^ * 1-4-0
remember- jaduttoi-piiide/xhe seloetton of Your Excellency as / w.*A H(...... -

His Majesty's representative in Canada piineil rrl 11 hihI miaM
1 ^ur t --r:m ~r ' * y/n qii»4l.ap apfN>in4»ieft^--by»^Sls late Majesty King George Wjfaw

In the far-off dqyspf tlje last war, when orree—béfefre,
.....t. - ..I—y

our cherished libertie imperilled. 
jtlfn■—
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At that time, the path of Your Excellency* g

duty led yo\iVfco_ the front of battle.
' ' jà t ,. e.4 4<l>-#*> #^4/to usiwith the unique distinction of this twofold royal
y 7ou come ej if*#

confidence to receive a welcome which our recollection, 

and the passing of the years have served only to increase 

in sincerity and cordiality.

We welcome in you, Sir, one whose birth, and 

rank, and royal kinship have been the badge not of 

privilege, but of service.

As Governor General of the Union of South 

Africa, the constitutional opportunities of your high

office, your own unfailing courtesy and understanding 
a

insight became instruments for the encouragement of
}h ‘ i £»//nL’iideals of tolerance and racial reconciliation* awe fay 

fete* enlightened supiort e^
tv.fevi;*,:.- J*,»/.

a young .ana, vigorous nation.
As Chancellor of London University, you

the peaceful progress of

dedicated yourself to the high purpose of education^eswl

y your labours and example, have aided the advancement

of science, art and literature.

Our citizens recall these attainments wlfrh A '

prtde as they do the wealth of experience and of wisdom

which you have gathered in a life of service, travel

and study
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Above all, however, In this young country, 

where men and women^contlnue to hold In reverence 

the faith and the sacrifices of their fathers,- and-
- y £44-4 f 9Utlè^é ...

the sanotittw off heme and..altmr,jyge will he doubly

welcomed as a fearless Christian gentleman.

We^joln together also, In honouring^ and in 

welcoming to (wfe* wArtefr, the Princess Alice, Countess 

of Athlone. Wherever Her Royal Highness has been,

she has left cherished memories of grace, kind-

liness and humanity# The welfare of womankindj the
? 4r v-

care of little children, the upT tg- the afflicted, 
Indeed, every cause that Charity has made tal2? own, JkJûwtî 

received from Her RnynjL^iglweB? the solicitude and- 

cnnaldera.tl.on of her sympathetic devotion#

Your Excellency and Her Royal Highness have 

come to dwell In a broad land, beautiful In Its 

Infinite variety of river, mountain, valley, lake and 

prairie. Here two soldent races dwell together In 

peace, harmony and equality. Men and women from msuiy 

far-off countries share with us thb ginwaVheritage of 

free citizenship under the British Crown.

We trust that time
y A 1 7
ad favourable opportunity

all parts of Canada# Everywhere, In 

city, town and village, on farm and frontier, loyal 

citizens await your coming to give you greeting#



D 38412
-4-

Wherever your journeyings may take you, you will find 

the Canadian people united in their determination to 

prosecute the war effort of country to the utmost

of its strength. By its own free choice / Canada entered

t4*v

the grim coririlctyin the defence o ff r e e dom\and-1he
■ÊM-tA CM.-i Ùi. ^ J*(**~~+t i%S - ^ ^

rBwa• £* will continue^ri*-4riw~ -o-f-the ~4r-6*
~*A*M---, ■/ Afc.
'Allied PoWftgfl 11T1fn p^fia-n n-P ■ !»»■ ■ W.TJ»

^viotary ie went
4*. re #-'7** a^v-^=*~Y *y. /

x A ^ X ^ l***CK*f V**VÀ^A A ' S6~+*£/*-v f <-J

In w^Lraoifting ypur- EAeeilTOcy, the government and

the* -pe^pl^AaXJlsjB^^ themselves anew to an
/ C*—_v /-tkA C*~. *■•'   —-1

unbroken faith in our common jSause and to ate ad fart 

loyalty to His Majesty tha^King*

/

/ y < ✓<■-.•+ ■<■ ■ r ■ ’

Jr- A J A* P. ,1 .1 fa) Î &L+-*. S '20>\4*<* *-W

X——

(> x*t «> ^^i^Ts-rcsrttar^

-*■

£ A *> £*->■-■ -y 1

t jS <*.*.-+** * /

jp- t y ^f |  ^ -I*!* «' > £*~ L" L J

^ ..}

r? 7 ->-v * V-A *-■»
/„, /«•/ ‘i '-*•/•*—«» — *- ft‘—“*• *

#v*££z. M>r-gry«,'à=7 .■?•
^ c3Uw £*+ t/2v<k- y#• 4-XX w%v Cvv^ 4*^'

<W** > / ^ y t»è *> ùrj &Y++-* t**■#**} *« **'

Z>

y,
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Respectfully submitted^?J^

To His Excellency ,//
Major General the Rt. Honourable The Earl of Athlone,

K.G., P.G., G.C.B., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O.
f \ ~ > Cy Cj 4k. & * *u <Zj*>
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Your Excellency:
.cn-f f* *■ C*i-€ / &f

the Government and the people of

Ga-ae&a~, /t is my privilege to welcome you to^ eur -capital
A r;;r ■ - /T"** >ï. ÿ. ■ • ; ZUf ZS», ,$#*«... ##■«

ûüy, where today you take up the duties of the high office
A

of Governor General of Canada^, to which Your Excellency's 

kinsman, His Majesty King George the Sixth, has been gra-

7/

ciously pleased to call you.
• ét> > <£ <e. A*.

z y y i ■■■*'1

In congratulating Your Excellency upon His
t-4. 4 f t *■ 6 *-<Z ^ £l'

(f Mk<r*A.
Majesty1 s choice, we congra.tula.te ouraelvas upon Your

<W-t Z vtu*4**
with . pxl4e [that, the *■*<-*<»

At

y»u *umU*?

A# ft/y 7

/A <• ■# Zt-**-1/ t--i j
selection of Your Excellency as the representative of the

A /- ±2.

(Î ^1*-*-- M’-

/<v- c> — v *~r»- ti*

/Wjf t,-V
> yrA

Z» £ tV,

King of tonafla confiras and—agow-na .yctUr^prlor chelae by 

His late Puraniftwir Majesty King Cteorge the Fifth in the far- 

off days of the last war, when once before, our cherished 

liberties were imperilled»

At that time, the path of Your Excellency's duty 

led you to the front of battle. Today you come to us with 

the unique distinction of this twofold royal confidence to 

receive a welcome which our recollection and the passing of

i

thez years have served only to increase in sincerity and

f * A ~ /^»
cordiality. £ ^m»1" »*■< _______ A

/*—**$*-*"~’ *7 j A y. - IMAM A«/ »t A* «S** 1* y-*V ^4 > y y «, a y . , . ». . z
^ éa-v*,,—  ̂ yC- <•>>.* 4^ 47 yx. A4am Z***>-:. * ? 1 » *zk> ;
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whose birth and rank have been the badge not of privilege.
A

but of service.

As Governor General of the Union of South Africa,

yoe—u-aed the constitutional opportunities of your high
$r-+nj*r*y. ''

office aa4 the bgao-^hmaaiii^yv^gW unfailing courtesy and
^ ds 4*.** *-*v

understanding insight with whi,fth yrm have borrr rndoirnd g feg 

the encouragement of Me ideals of tolerance and racial 

reconciliation and^the enlightened support of the peaceful 

progress of a young and vigorous nation.

As Chancellor of London University, you

dedicated yourself to the high purpose of educatio

your labours and example, have aided the advancement of

science, art and literature i n the

o^-maalOM

Our citizens attainments

tior the wealth of experience and of wisdom

gathered in a life of service, travel and study Imàt

Above all, however, M this youngsxvjyj v o iivvï o v oo. , *ee

where the.

«W the making

XT! ;-TiiT=i

ivTimra

gjalute^y^u as a pal Met')' sew* ewe1 and Christian gentleman.

A^V trAwt^ ÿ * Zy,# %
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to our
We join together also, in honouring ancMselcoming

midst,jHer Royal Highness ww Princess Alice. Wher-
L . .......... ^ ^

ever fSi£e has been, she has left behind cherished memories A
of grace, kindliness and humanity. The welfare of woman­
kind, the care of little children, the uplifting of the 
afflicted,1 every cause that charity has made her own,
have received from Her Royal Highness the solicitude and

£trr~~+

consideration of her sympathetic devotion* Cemede-^welwrra»

«*«- Your Excellenciw/have come to dwell in a broad 
J Z/<*y A <i^r^

land, beautiful in its infinite variety of river, mountain, 
valley, lake and prairie. Here two ancient races dwell 
together in peace, harmony and equality. Men and women 
from many far-off countries,have joined their fortunes, and
.the hopes of their children to our own.,—They share
great heritage, ajid-havje^toeagtheued tho f ibre and-ooloured
the tapestry -of otm free citizenship under the British 
Crown* >v c

n^r 'hT*,iq'h that time and pleasant-^»
opportunity will guide Your ffifrgWl enemas to all parts of 
Canada. Everywhere, in city, town, village, farm and 
frontier, loyal citizens await your coming to give you 
greeting.
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Wherever your journeyings may take you, you will

find the Canadian people standing united by--*he--5'td,e-^f
' 1 '* "•111 m 'WK*8-^

R-ritcip ^nri ggn-n-nt in defence of freedom and the rights of,
ijfir (gfjn ,iii v'i,''v^ .v.»StoRwi',î'

By eaiir own free choice w &&»v« entered the grim con-
f* ^trv<
i ■eadwe until Vtyranny is broken and victory

/*»' ^rv***-* ^ ^
is won*

man

The Government and the people of Canada, 2n 

welcoming Your Excellency, pledge themselves anew to an
a

unbroken faith in our common cause and to steadfast loyalty 

to His Majesty the King,

£~r /u*,y ^ ^
/A. A y **7™**^,

^ U' C****-*'7 ^ ‘
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to Hie Excellency
Ha or General the Rt. Honourable The Earl of Athlone,

K.a., p.c., o.c.^b., O.C.M.O., a.c.v.o.
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Tour Excellencyt
1a ■

It is ray privilege, on behalf of the Government 

and the people, to welcome you to the Dora nlon of Canada

and to Its Capital city where today you Wafce np the duties
Jki

of the high office of Governor General of Canada. Your
û'I Ql i > ..t. U : * j

arrival tn Canada brings been to our minds tdae-- many hap y

memories associated with the visit a year ago of Their
ch ( ; Z f C : - ’ /

Majes+ ies the King and Queen. Araid the grave anxieties 

of the months which followed, and the Imminent perils 

of the present, Their Majesties, we would assure you, are 

constantly In our th lights and prayers,

e are pleased to recall that you were in Canadi 

on the occasion of amt royal visit. At that time, 

our country was honoured by the presence of Their Royal 

Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York,

later Their Majesties King George V and Queen Mary. Ve
~ that

remember, with prlde/the selection of Your Excellency as 

His Majesty's représentât ve In Canada parallels and revises 

a similar appointment by His late Majesty King George the 

Fifth In the far-off days of the last war, when once before.

our cherished liberties were Imperilled.



At that tlzMf the path of Your Excellency* a
'Tnt~b$'t+ST Ae

(«Mr n,

Xjt Cu>
duty led you to the front of battle. Today you come r' Z-

A
to us with the unique distinction of this twofold royal 

confidence to receive a welcome which our recollection 

and the passing of the years have served only to inc ease 

in sAncerity and cordiality.

e welcome in you, Sir, one whose birth, and

rank, and royal kinship have been the badge not of 

privilege, but of service.

As Governor General of the Union of South

Africa, the constitutional opportun!t es of your high 

office, your -tr-m unfailing courtesy and unders ending 

Insight became Instruments for the encoure eirsent of 

ideals of tolerance and racial reconciliation, and for 

the enlightened sup ort of the peaceful progress of 

a young and vigorous nation.

As Chancellor of London University, you ,
~j' t'—-') f -(r- / ( f

dedicated yourself to the high purpose of education and

by your labours and exam, le, have aided the advancement 

of science, art and literature.
"> Our citizens recall these at’ainments withz
pride as they do the wealth of experience and of wisdom 

which you have gathered in a life of service, travel

and study
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Above all, however, In this young country, 

where men and women conilnue to hold In reverence 

the faith and the sacrifices of their fathers, and 

the sanctitiès of home and altar, you will be doubly 

welcomed as a fearless Christian gentleman.

"e join together also, in honouring and Jn 

welcoming to our nrLdMTJ the Princess Alice, Counters 

of Athlone. "Wherever Her Royal Highness has been, 

she has left behind cherished memories of grace, kind- 

liness and humanity. The welfare of womankind, the 

care of little children, the uplifting of the afflicted,

indeed, every cause thi.t lias made her own, have

received from Her Royal Highness the solicitude and 

consideration of her sympathetic devotion.

Your Excellency and Her Royal Highness have 

come to dwell in a broad land, beautiful in its 

infinite variety of river, mountain, valley, lake and 

prairie. Here two ancient races dwell together in 

peace, harmony and equality. Men and women from many
Ai •

far-o f countries share with us the greet heritage of 

free citizenship under the British Cr wn.

We trust that time and favourable opportunity

will guide you all parts of Canada. Ever where, in
/\

city, town and village, on farm and frontier, loyal

eltlsens await your coming to giws you greeting.
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Wherever your J urneyings may take you, you will find 

the Canadian people united in their determination to 

proeecute the war effort of this country to the utmost 

of its strength. By its own free choice, Canada entered 

the grim conflict in the defence of freedom and the 

rights of man. It will continue at the side of the 

Allied Powers until the power of tyranny is broken, and 
victory is on. (, „ /

In welcoming Your Excellency, the Government and 

the people of Canada pledge themselves anew to an 

unbroken faith in our common cause end to steadfast 

loyalty to His Majesty the King.
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Dictated by Mr. Brockington

June 15, 1940

RE; ARRIVAL OF NEW GOVERNOR GENERAL

I send you these few words upon the 
arrival of yourself and The Princess Alice on 
Canadian soil. It will be my/privilege and 
pleasure in a few days not only to extend to you 
a formal welcome when you arrive in Ottawa but 
also my warmest personal greetings.

Canada is fortunate at this time in the 
presence of Your Excellency as the representative 
of His Majesty the King. To yourself and to 
The Princess Alice, our citizens of all classes 
will soon show in no uncertain fashion how glad 
they are to have you in their midst. You will 
find the Canadian people united as never before 
in the great cause which has fired the resolution 
and the determination of all who owe and give 
willing loyalty to the British Crown. It is 
the heartfelt wish of us all that the years of 
your life in Canada will bring happiness to 
you and a victorious peace to a world of free
men.
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Ottawa, June 17. (P‘—Following is the text of Prime Minister
Mackenzie King's statement in the Commons today concerning France's 
peace appeal and the First Division, Canadian Active Service Force:

Honorable members are aware 
of the extreme gravity of the sit­
uation in Europe. It is not yet 
possible to indicate the precise 
situation in France. Members, of 
course, know that following the 
break-through at various points 
on the French front and penc- i 
t rat ion of the Maginot Line, the j 
French army has not thus far 
been able to reorganize effective ! 
resistance; that upon the résigna- j 
lion of Premier Rcvnaud. a new 
Cabinet was formed under Mar­
shal Pctain, and that it is seeking 
an armistice with the enemy.

While not minimizing the ser­
iousness of the blow to the cause 
of the Allies, I can say with con- j 
fidence that the fate of France | 
will strengthen rather than ! 
weaken Canada's determination to 
intensify our war effort with all 
the means in our power in the 
direction of increased measures 
of home defence, the necessity for 
which will be now apparent, and 
in the direction of further assist­
ance to the United Kingdom.

It is my intention tomorrow to 
give the House all available in­
formation I will, at the same time, 
make a statement as to the meas­
ures which have been adopted j 
and which it is proposed to adopt 1

to meet the emergent situation.
Honorable members may have 

noticed that the Prime Minister 
of the United Kingdom has inti­
mated that tomorrow he will 
make a statement to the British 
House of Commons. That state­
ment will be before this House. I 
imagine, when we meet tomorrow 
afternoon.

I think it is preferable that, in 
a matter of so grave importance 
as is the present situation, a state­
ment concerning it as a whole 
should come from the Prime Min­
ister of the United Kingdom be­
fore an attempt is made by the 
leader of the Government in our 
House to appraise it at its full 
significance.

May I add a word about the 
Canadian troops overseas. It is 
now possible for me to inform the 
House that, in conformity with 
the plans of the Allied high com­
mand, preparations were made, 
early this month, for the early 
participation in action in France 
of the 1st Division of the Canad­
ian Active Service Force. Last 
week some of our troops were 
actually landed in France. The 
changed circumstances rendered 
their withdrawal imperative: and 
over the week-end effective steps 
were initiated to that end.

I
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Honourable members are aware of the extreme 

gravity of the situation in Europe. It is not yet 
possible to indicate the precise situation in 
France. Members, of course, know that following 
the break through at various points on the French 
front and penetration of the Maginot Line, the 
French Army has not thus far been able to re- 
orga ize effective resistance; that upon the 
resignation of Premier Reynaud, a new Cabinet was 
formed under Marshall Petain, and that it is seek­
ing an armistice with the enemy* fetamt j^hile not

minimizing the seriousness of the blow to the cause
? 4** L A. C+-+ / m aAa ÿ /

of the allies, will strength,father than weaken
A** i t\ iv ^iNer determination to wtfeh all i

A 4^ -*v A t.
OUT-POW6ÏÎ» f Ivtruu

It is my intention tomorrow to give the House
all available information, I will, at the same time,
make a statement as to the measures which have been 
adopted^ and which it is proposed to adopt to meet 
the emergent situation.

C-tn *» ‘ l* *v

.
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May I add a word about the Canadian troops
overseas. It is now possible for me to inform the
House that, in conformity with the plans of the
Allied High Command, preparations were made, early
this month, for the early participation in action
in France of the First Division of the Canadian
Active Service Force. Last week some of our troops
were actually landed in France. The changed
circumstances haw-eff eourae rendered their with-

and
drawal imperative;/over the week-end effective 
steps were initiated to that end.

Uct * *4+ «•
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Ottawa, June IS. — (P — Following is the text oj Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King's statement in the Commons today on neu: war plans:

At this moment the German i 
and Italian dictators are together 
considering the request of France ; 
for a definition of the terms of 
an honorable peace. Whatever is j 
the outcome of the conference ' 
and the consideration of the in- 1 
quiriev of Marshal Pel a in. il ap- l 
pears that effective French re­
sistance on land will soon come i 
to an end. Conditions are obscure. 
The eventual disposition of the 
French fleet and air force is at 
present unknown.

The unprecedented offer of 
Great Britain to form a national 
union with France, with all the 
implications of common citizen­
ship in representation, in defence, 
and in common economic control, 
has apparently met with a divid­
ed reception. The suggestion that 
Britain and France become the 
Canada of Europe must strike the 
imagination of this country. Whe­
ther or not it proves a peaceful 
solution for the present distress 
of France, it may yet contain 
the future hope "of a peaceful 
Europe.

Today Mr. Churchill, with his 
usual thoroughness and blunt sin- ! 
eerily, reviewed the state of the 
war. Whatever may be the pre­
sent late of France. Britain will 
fight "ii. That decision is not only 
Britain'.- decision, it is also the 
decision of Canada.

NO CRITICISM OF FRANCE.
No word of criticism will be 

found upon the lips or in the 
heart of any man who surveys j 
with understanding the situation ! 
in which France found herself.

With her original defences 
broken, the Maginot Line out­
flanked. her industrial areas and 
her factories in the hands of the 
enemy, her troops without adc- j 
quale food and munitions of war. 
the streets of her proud capital 
overrun by the legions of the in­
vader. effective resistance by 
soldiers whose endurance and 
fortitude have added new glories 
to the French name was no longer 
possible.

We who know the spirit <>f 
France know also that, if her 
soldiers have surrendered to the 
inevitable, no soldiers in the 
world could have continued any 
longer to face the overwhelming 
odds against which she had bat­
tled with such courage. France 
will arise with a new strength 
and a new glory from the blood­
stained soil on which, three times 
during the last 70 years she has 
fought so gallantly. Her suffer­
ings. have been our sufferings. 
The hallowed French earth where 
our dead are buried and our 
proud memorial stands is a part 
of Canada. In a very real sense 
she is ours and we arc hers.

Her romance, her chivalry, her 
language and her ancient faith 
are an imperishable part of the 
Canadian heritage. If site signi­
fies thc.^.c intimate and beloved 
things to a large portion of our 
people, to the world of free men 
she has always personified the 
eternal 1 ruths if democracy and 
all that, belongs to the enfran­
chisement of the human spirit. A 
new dawn will follow the 
shadows of the night. The legions 
"f freedom will yet march again 
through the Are de Triomphe to 
the strains of the Marseillaise.

WAR NOV/ NEARER HOME.
It is for us at this time to con­

sider the new situation in which

we find ourselves. I have tried j 
from time to time to forecast the ! 
new phases of the war which 
were obvious, perhaps, to any 
student of the march of events. 
Today it is still necessary, indeed 
it is more imperative than ever, 
to examine the situation in its 
true perspective and to assess 
anew what may be necessary on 
Canada's part to meet the new 
demands.

The plain facts are that the de- j 
feat of France has brought the 
war much nearer home to Can­
ada. The Biotisii Isles are threat­
ened with invasion not as a re­
mote possibility but as an im­
pending actuality. It is now 
wholly apparent that additional 
measures both for the purpose of 
assistance of Britain and for the 
defence of Canada are an essent­
ial.

The policy which the Govern­
ment announced at the outset of 
the war of assisting Britain by 
relieving her of the duty of pro­
tecting certain areas in this 
hemisphere, has been greatly ex­
tended in recent weeks. I pointed 
out in this house on September 
8 last that—"by contributing as 
far as we are able to the defence 
of Newfoundland and the other 
British and French territories in 
this hemisphere, we will not only 
he defending Canada but we will 
also be ass‘ting Great Britain 
and France by enabling them to 
concentrate their own energies 
more in that part of the world in 
w h i c h their own immediate 
security is at stake."

Immediate measures wore taken 
at. that time to assist in the naval 
defence of Newfoundland. In the • 
light of recent events additional ' 
responsibility has been assumed : 
for the military defence of strate- ; 
gic areas here. I am pleased to 
be able to announce that Canad- 1 
ian armed forces are now on I 
duty in Newfoundland.

CANADIANS IN ICELAND.
The House has already been in­

formed of the contribution which 
Canada is making in the West In­
dies by replacing British troops 
with Canadian troops on garrison 
duty and thus relieving British 
forces for other duties. The Gov­
ernment agreed some weeks ago 
to a request of the United King­
dom that Canadian trodps should 
assist in the defence of Iceland.

The first contingent ol the 
Canadian expeditionary force 
have already landed in Iceland. 
Further units have been detailed 
and will follow shortly. I need 
hardly point out the strategic im­
portance not only to the security 
of North Atlantic sea lanes but to 
the defence of this continent of 
maintaining control of Iceland.

The increased seriousness of the 
military situation abroad, and the 
marked expansion of all three 
branches of our armed forces in 
Canada have served to arouse 
widespread interest and concern 
throughout the country regarding 
the raising and training of re­
cruits. At the conclusion of my 
remarks the Minister of National 
Defence for Air will make a 
statement on what is now being 
done and what additional mea­
sures are proposed in connection 
with the recruitment of Canada's 
armed forces.

A bill will be introduced in this 
House at once to confer upon the 
Government special emergency 
powers to mobilize all human and 
material resources for the defence

of Canada. Although the purpose 
of this measure will be explained 
in -detail on the second reading,

, I should like to make one or two 
; brief observations regarding it.

SERVICE FOR HOME DEFENCE
So far as manpower is concern­

ed. it will relate solely and ex­
clusively to the defence of Canada 
on our own soil and in our own 
territorial water.' It will enable 
the Government to make the most 
efficient isc of our manpower for 
the varied needs of modern ma­
chine warfare. It is of the utmost 
importance to realize that success 
in war today depends upon the 
use of men for .the kind of work 
for which they are best fitted.

The armed forces are only a part 
uf the essential equipment of war. 
The skilled worker in the factory, 
the transport worker and the far­
mer. to mention only a few. arc 
as essential to the effective pro- 
.'Ceution of the war as the soldier, 
the sailor and the airman. The 
mobilization of our forces will not 
therefore be confined to requir­
ing the services of men and wom­
en. The Government will have 
power under the provisions of the 
bill equally to call property and 
wealth, material resources and in­
dustries o the defence of Canada.

The bill is intended to remove j 
any doubt as to the power of the 
Government and the will of Par­
liament that the whole material 
resources of the country should be 
available whenever they arc re­
quired to meet the needs of the 
war. The operation of the mea- 

• nre will be confined to the period 
of the war.

Recruitment for the service 
’ overseas will be maintained on a » 

voluntary basis. No difficulty has ! 
been experienced and no difficulty 
is anticipated in raising by the 
voluntary system all the men re- i 

: quired for service outside Canada. ! 
The bill to be introduced today in 1 
no way affects the raising of men 1 
to serve in the armed forces over- ! 
seas. Once again I wish to repeat j 
my undertaking, frequently given, 
that no measure for the conscrip­
tion of men for overseas service 
will be introduced by the present 
administration.

REGISTER ESSENTIAL.
A complete inventory of Can­

ada's manpower and other re­
sources. properly classified, af­
fords a necessary basis for some ! 
of the further essential measures j 
of home security and defence. | 
which I have announced. A na­
tional registration of Canada's 
manpower will accordingly be in­
stituted at once. Let me empha- :

; size the fact that this registration !
will have nothing whatever to do 

! with the recruitment of men for 
i overseas service.

Among others, a national rcgi.s- 
j tration of Canada's manpower 
j will have the following immedi­

ate advantages:
The national registration will 

i constitute an additional precau­
tion against "fifth column” ac­
tivities such as sabotage and es­
pionage which conceivably might 
become more menacing as exter­
nal threats grow more serious. In 
this way. it will add to our in- 

, ternal security.
National registration will also 

provide the Government with an 
inventory of the mechanical and 
industrial skill of our population. 
Such an inventory will prove 
valuable in affording additional i 
information on the extent of our 
resources of skilled labor which 
can be drawn upon to meet the 
needs of essential wartime indus­
tries. It will also show the di­
rections in which intensive indus­
trial and technical training is 

' most urgently needed to provide
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an adequate supply of labor to 
meet the growing demands of our 
war industries and other essential 
services.

I should like here to express 
Hie warm appreciation of the 
Government of the valuable work 
already accomplished through the 
voluntary registration of women 
undertaken as a spontaneous 
contribution to the development 
of Canadian efficiency in war­
time.

The fullest use will he made of 
the results of the register now be­
ing completed.

NEW DEPARTMENT DUE.
It is the intention of the Gov­

ernment also to establish without 
delay a new department of Gov­
ernment to be known as the De­
partment of National War Ser­
vices. to be presided over by a 
minister of the Crown. Since the 
war began, thousands of patri­
otic citizens have expressed a de­
sire to engage in some voluntary 
war work.

As the crisis has developed and 
will develop, there have come 
new obligations upon our citizens. 
The care and housing of evacuat­
ed children and refugees, the pro­
vision of comforts for soldiers, 
the economical use of food sup­
plies, the launching of campaigns 
for war loans and contributions, 
agricultural developments, the at­
traction of tourists—these and 
many other matters demand or­
ganization and direction.

The purpose of the new depart­
ment is not merely to co-ordinate 
the activities of existing volun­
tary war services. It will be en­
trusted with the duty of directing 
and mobilizing the activities of 
thousands of our citizens who are 
seeking practical and useful out­
lets for their enthusiasm and 
patriotism. Women's organizations, 
patriotic organizations, commer­
cial organizations, and many other 
groups of men and women band­
ed together in the national inter­
est offer a vast field of activity 
for spontaneous service.

The object of the new depart­
ment is to help Canadians to 
help Canada by their free will 
offerings, which have been so 
generously made and will be so 
generously continued. The Min­
ister charged with the duties of 
this department will be expected 
immediately to establish a Domin­
ion-wide organization of volun­

tary service, which will be as­
s''ted by branch committees in 
all parts of the country.

WILL ENLARGE CABINET.
Finally. / wi.-h to announce that 

for some time past 1 have been 
giving careful consideration to 
means whereby there might be 
included in the Government ad­
ditional ministers to assist in 
the direction of Canada's war ef­
fort. and who.-c presence in the 
ministry might serve to give still 
further assurance of the power of 
the Government adequately to 
meet the increased responsibilities 
with which it is faced. Honorable 
members will realize that there 
arc many considerations of which 
account has to be taken in any 
matter which concerns the per­
sonnel of a cabinet.

I might mention as not the 
least important of these consider­
ations .what is required of a min­
ister of the Crown in the way of 
a many-sided experience in the 
conduct and management of pub­
lic affairs

An equally important consider­
ation is whether the talents of 
loading executives and business 
men may not be used to greater 
advantage in high administrative 
posts, and in an advisory capacity 
with relation to particular ser­
vice. . than in the ministry and 
in Parliament.

As the House is aware, my col­
league ihe Minister of Finance 
expected to bring down the bud­
get before the close of the pre­
sent week and thereafter will as­
sume his new responsibilities as 
Minister of National Defence. At 
the time that this transfer of 
portfolios is made I expect to be 
in a position to announce the 
government changes and addi­
tions at present contemplated.

The situation which I have de­
scribed and the measures which 1 
have indicated to meet it require 
no further elaboration. The times 
are the most serious in our his­
tory. They hold in their keeping' 
the destiny of Canada as a free 
nation. I do not doubt the ulti­
mate result, but 1 realize how ar­
duous and full of suffering may 
be the Via Dolorosa along which 
wo must pass before the agony is 
ended.

FIGHT TO END PLEDGED.
It is our manifest duly, as it is 

our unshaken determination, to

| use all our advantages, geogra­
phic, strategic and economic, to 

"• preserve liberty for ourselves and 
_ to help to preserve it for the Bvit- 

i.-h Commonwealth and the other 
nations that are yet free. We must 
use them to help regain liberty 
for the victims of blood-thirsty 
tyranny. The British peoples, who 
taught the world the meaning o£ 
freedom, will defend it to the last. 
They have become the symbol, 
the hope and the guarantee of its 
continuance and its restoration 
throughout the world.

Endowed by the heritage of 
Britain and France, with pride in 
the strength of her youth and the 
righteousness of the cause, Can­
ada faces what fate may bring 
with resolute confidence and un­
yielding determination.

Before 1 take my seat may I 
mention to the House that yester­
day my honorable friend the 
leader of the opposition (Hon. R.
B. Hanson) was kind enough to 
come with his colleague who 
shares his scat (Hon. G rote Stir­
ling) to my office to discuss the 
very critical situation which had 
developed over the week-end. 
My honorable friend came in a 
spirit of helpfulness to discuss 
measures which he thought ought 
to be brought into force imme­
diately. He spoke particularly of 
the desirability of stating that an 
emergent condition exists at the 
present time which requires fur­
ther action on the part of the 
Government to deal with it effec­
tively.

He spoke to me about the de­
sirability of complete mobilization 
of manpower and resources, and 
also made mention of the desira­
bility of adding to the Ministry , 
some gentlemen whose names ; 
and ability and capacity would I 
help to inspire general confidence 
throughout this country, along j 
with those who are in the admin- | 
istration at the present time.

WAITED FOR CHURCHILL.
I mentioned to my honorable 

friends that I was not prepared 
to make a statement yesterday, 
because I had not the information 
with respect to the situation in 
Europe on which I would wish 
to base it; that I thought, as I 
mentioned to the House yester­
day. that it would be well to wait 
until the Prime Minister of Great 
Britain made his statement on the 
European situation before I 
should make a statement myself.

I told my honorable friends, 
however, that all the measures to 
which they had made reference 
wore matters that the Govern­
ment had had under consideration 
for some time. I said to them, 
what I had mentioned previously 
in the House, that I have felt that 
there are times and reasons for 
all things: some matters can be 
dealt with in a manner which 
w ill be most helpful to the main­
tenance of national unity and sec­

urity at one time which, were an 
effort made to precipitate them 
unduly, might defeat the very 
ends that we all have in common.
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I stated however that I would 
today without fail make a state­
ment to the House of the meas­
ures which the Government pro­
poses to take to meet the situa­
tion that has since developed, 
and what I have said this after­
noon has been by way of carry­
ing out that promise and the in­
tention which I had at the begin­
ning of the week. 1 would just 
like to express to my honorable 
friend, in presence of honorable 
members of the House, my ap­
preciation of the helpful and co­
operative manner in which he 
and his desk-mate met me yester­
day in the discussion of these 
matters of great common con­
cern.
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Mr. King Takes Full Charge
on Thursday spoke with unusual

directness and precision as to what he conceives to be the 
powers, functions and responsibilities which have devolved 
upon him in wartime as Prime Minister of Canada. As it is 
desirable that wherever this is possible there should be no doubt 
as to where power and responsibility lie, he is to be commended 
for his frankness.

Mr. King declared that an election having been held and 
the ministerial party having carried 183 out of 245 seats, the 
Government which he heads is “a National Government in the 
“truest sense of the word.” The forming of national govern­
ments elsewhere by a fusion of parties had been made necessary, 
he said, to avoid the holding of elections, a condition which did 
not prevail in Canada.

Mr. King intimated that he proposed to enlarge and 
strengthen this National Government, as he regards it, by the 
addition of other members; but he was specific and emphatic 
in indicating the disqualifications that would bar admission to 
the Government. We note them in the order in which they 
were stated.

The Government, Mr. King said, adhered to its engagement 
made with the people at the time of the election, that there 
would not be conscription of man-power for overseas service. 
He would therefore not take into the Government “any of those 
“whose object in coming into the ministry would be to see that 
“conscription overseas was again made one of the issues in this 
“country.”

He would not, Mr. King said, take in any of the members 
sitting about Mr. Hanson (that is, the Opposition members) 
who had declared that he was not qualified to be leader of the 
Government.

Making it clear that he intended to continue as leader of 
the Government, Mr. King said he would regard loyalty to him 
as leader as “one of the first qualifications.” He did not propose 
to have anyone around who would stab him in the breast “when 
“he was attempting to fight the battle of his country at a moment 
“of great peril.”

Mr. King’s declarations will be variously interpreted. His 
critics and opponents will find in them the justification for all 
they have said in derogation of the Prime Minister; and un­
doubtedly they make certain a continuance of the severe—and 
often bitter and unreasonable—criticism of Government policies 
which has abounded. To this extent national unity will con­
tinue to be impaired.
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But a more generous interpretation of the policy and the 

will behind Mr. King’s statements can be given after careful 
scrutiny and consideration. This accepts the view that the 
Prime Minister has taken this stiff attitude from the conviction 
that this is necessary if he is adequately to discharge the very 
grave duties which have been imposed upon him by virtue of 
his position. His motives are not personal, for considerations oi 
prestige or pride, but arise from a sense that he is in authority 
and that upon him has been laid the heavy and inescapable 
responsibility of protecting the integrity and independence of 
this country. Clearly he does not think that he would be 
assisted in this task by the inclusion within his Government of 
men who are not prepared to accept his policies and co-operate 
with him on a basis of complete loyalty. Any other interpreta­
tion of the reasons for Mr. King’s course would, we are con­
vinced, not be just to the Prime Minister.

It does not, of course, follow that Mr. King’s course is the 
wisest that could be followed. In emphasizing his individual 
leadership, which involves the control of the almost dictatorial 
powers given to the.- Government by Parliament, Mr. King has 
assumed a terrific responsibility which a man, less confident and 
perhaps less devoted to what he considers to be his duty, would 
feel it necessary to share with others.

It is to be noted, of course, that Mr. King, in his statement, 
by no means limits his freedom of action with respect to the 
personnel of his Government, subject, except as this is, to the 
disqualifications set forth in his statement. A Coalition Gov­
ernment made up of representatives of existing parties is ex­
cluded, but there Ijas been no widespread demand for such a 
Government. Therê is no suggestion that in making additions 
to the Government, or changes in existing Government person­
nel, any party tests must apply. Mr. King plainly considers 
himself free to draft talent where it is to be found; and the 
forecasts of new appointments to the Cabinet involve the names 
of individuals who are not members of the Liberal party. By 
thus ignoring party considerations, Mr. King may strengthen 
the claim, which he made in his speech, that he is the head of a 
National Government, and thus offset in some measure the 
injur ‘ ational unity that will result from the uncompromis­
ing n of his statement to Parliament.
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But a more generous interpretation of the policy and the 
will behind Mr. King’s statements can be given after careful 
scrutiny and consideration. This accepts the view that the 
Prime Minister has taken this stiff attitude from the conviction 
that this is necessary if he is adequately to discharge the very 
grave duties which have been imposed upon him by virtue of 
his position. His motives are not personal, for considerations oi 
prestige or pride, but arise from a sense that he is in authority 
and that upon him has been laid the heavy and inescapable 
responsibility of protecting the integrity and independence ol 
this country. Clearly he does not think that he would be 
assisted in this task by the inclusion within his Government ol 
men who are not prepared to accept his policies and co-operate 
with him on a basis of complete loyalty. Any other interpreta­
tion of the reasons for Mr. King’s course would, we are con­
vinced, not be just to the Prime Minister.

It does not. of course, follow that Mr. King’s course is the 
wisest that could be followed. In emphasizing his individual 
leadership, which involves the control of the almost dictatorial 
powers given to the Government by Parliament, Mr. King has 
assumed a terrific responsibility which a man, less confident and! 
perhaps less devoted to what he considers to be his duty, would 
feel it necessary to share with others.

11 is to be noted, of course, that Mr. King, in his statement, 
by no means limits his freedom of action with respect to the 
personnel of his Government, subject, except as this is, to the 
disqualifications set forth in his statement. A Coalition Gov­
ernment made up of representatives of existing parties is ex­
cluded, but there has been no widespread demand for such a 
Government. There is no suggestion that in making additions 
to the Government, or changes in existing Government person­
nel, any party tests must apply. Mr. King plainly considers! 
himself free to draft talent where it is to be found; and the' 
forecasts of new appointments to the Cabinet involve the names 
of individuals who are not members of the Liberal party. By 
thus ignoring party considerations, Mi*. King may strengthen; 
the claim, which he made in his speech, that he is the head of a 
National Government, and thus offset in some measure the 
injury to national unity that will result from the uncompromis­
ing noUjrc of his statement to Parliament.
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NEWFOUNDLAND AND THE 7/EST INDIES

D 38434

The policy which the government announced 

at the outset of the war of assisting Britain by 

relieving her of the duty of protecting certain areas 

in this hemisphere has been greatly extended in recent 

weeks. I pointed out in this House on September the 

8th last that "by contributing as far as we are able to 

the defence of Newfoundland and the other British and 

French territories in this hemisphere, we will not only 

be defending Canada but we will also be assisting Great 

Britain and France by enabling them to concentrate their 

own energies more in that part of the world in which 

their own immediate security is at stake."

Immediate measures were taken at that time to 

assist in the naval defence of Newfoundland. As the 

months passed, Canada has shared increasingly in the 

naval ajjd tke air defence of the Newfoundland area.

additional responsibility has-been assumed for 

the military defence of strategic areas there.', j The 

House has already been informed of the contribution which 

Canada is making in the West Indies by replacing British 

troops with Canadian troops, on garrison duty, and thus 

relieving British forces for other duties.
J c*-**-v. / At » "ar «-V £ s —1-V- fcA 1
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ICELAND

The government agreed some weeks ago 

to a request of the United Kingdom government
a. J j — / . /

that Canadian troops should ta

dntylAn Iceland ^ order to gellere ttttr Brlirtteh

troops stationed there for duty elsewhere. The
j£i A ^ twf

first 4etaQhme»% ofvCanadian
A i —,uX ■ > . jT • ,

"A
tadMpo have already

f-1 »i jr. rL*~-' * 1-&4- ct+*tf
landed in Iceland. Further drHrarrtttneirts' will 

follow them-shortly. I need hardly point out 

the strategic importance, not only to the security 

of the North Atlantic sea lanes, but to the defence 

of this continent, of maintaining control of 

Iceland.
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RECRUITING

The increased seriousness of the military- 

situation abroad and the marked expansion of all 

three branches of our armed services in Canada have

served to arouse widespread interest and concern 

throughout the country regarding the raising and
Z // • ' Ay— t I**-’ O / '*■«-*—*” *

training of recruits. It is the intention -of the
jV- fv zt >■<**( A- <■_ £--4sl

Ae4**#- Minister of National Defence, ta
^ 43a c

-dota4^»d peyert to, the Hwee on what is now being 

done and what additional measures are proposed in 

connection with the recruitment of Canada’s armed

forces
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MOBILIZATION OF HUMAN AND MATERIAL RESOURCES

A bill will be introduced in the House tadgy to 

confer upon the government special emergency powers to 

mobilize all our human and material resources for the defence 

of Canada. Although the purpose of this measure will be 

explained in detail on Second Reading, I should like to make 

one or two brief observations regarding it. So far as man­

power is concerned, it will relate solely and exclusively 

to the defence of Canada on our own soil and in our own 

territorial waters. It will enable the government to make 

the most efficient use of our man-power for the varied needs 

of modern machine warfare. It is of the utmost importance 

to realize that success in war today depends upon the use of 

men for the kind of work for which they are best fitted.

The armed forces are only a par-
/\

The skilled worker in the factory, the transport worker and 

the farmer, to mention only a few, are as essential to the 

effective prosecution of Mtm war as the soldier, the sailor 

and the airmen.

Mobilization of our resources will not, however, 

be confined to requiring the services of men and women.
K i',Y-tv \ ’-V. JiO JL.Ç* !?. it v v> [, ■ . >-**?■»*-***trc’' ' k ' ‘ r ,lTy h - A'i r .,

./Wealth, material resources and industry wti±--equ«AJ<y~~be

eerftetkto the defence of Canada unde y the p»u viSTuiis uf the

bin nf whj^h t fia, .ajaaalting^

/tv ifiEW* '•
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P 38438

The bill is jébb intended to remove any doubt 

as to the power of the government and the will of Parliament, 

that the whole material resources of the country should be 

available whenever they are required to meet the needs of 

the war.

The operation of the measure will be confined to

the period of the war
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NATIONAL REGISTRATION

-ft*4* ** J-**'

tm+sA^yU* > ,> ^A <5
The government believes that the time has now

come v/hen national registration of Canada’s manpower can 

be effected without giving rise to any suspicion that

such a step Is intended to pave the way for conscription
/ /

of Canadians for service overseas. As I said yesterday, 

the fate of France has made abundantly apparent the 

necessity for increased measures of home security and

defence • complete

ly classified affords
/

of Canada’s manpower^proper- 

necessary basis for some of

the further essential measures of home security and
Î%Ak x-ï'C ) St—«-<*.-*«•*....

defence• A national registration of Canada’s manpower 
A

will accordingly be Instituted at once. Let me^emphasize 

the that this registration will have Nothing

whatever to do with the recruitment of HtfSn for overseas 

service• _ _ k .

Among others, i* will have the following
*\

immediate advantagesi

The national registration will constitute an 

additional precaution against ”fifth column” activities 

such as sabotage and espionage which as*o llleoly te- y '

become more menacing as external threats to our 

soumitJ grow more serious. In this way, it will add 

to our internal security.
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National registration will also provide the 

government with an inventory of the mechanical and 

industrial skill of our population. Such an inventory 

will prove valuable in rovA&Mng the extent of our 

resources of skilled labour which can be drawn upon 

to meet the needs of essential wartime industries. It 

will also show the directions in which intensive 

industrial and technical training is most urgently 

needed to provide an adequate supply of labour to 

meet the growing demands of our war industries and 

other essential services#

At this point-x I should like^to express the 

warm appreciation of the government of the valuable 

work already accomplished through the voluntary 

registration of women undertaken as a spontaneous 

contribution to the development of Canadian efficiency 

in wartime. The fullest use will be made of the 

results of the register now being completed#

TK



Re-Organization of the Government
D 38441

Finally, I wish to announce that for some time 

past I have been giving mtest careful consideration to

means whereby the Government itgelf ml
* r6

^ytho.. i n cLus 1 on&-~QX Iministers cfaQflon with upmiiiil iiifnrgnge 

to their _Iaxowja^ab>ility and oapaûitÿ to assist in the

direction of Canada1s war effort^ and,whose presence in
i i y v< u*n , _... Ua-v/IiL *e—-e^-va-v. *-• < *ythe ministry may serve to-inspire add it 1 onaa--<Mmf±dgTrce /

the power of the government adequately to meet the increased 

responsibilities with which it is faced.

Honourable members will realize that there are 

many considerations of which account has to be taken in 
any matter which concerns the personnel of a Cabinet. '-îir 

the latter--relationship., nany-eldod ej^erlenoa in- the 
managemanfc-^f - pub 1 lcTaTfa 1 r B~l7BT3T5iros“ -rm ni 1 Impiirtnnt^ 

o onsi der a L lOBT"——
As the House is aware, my colleague, the 

Minister of Finance, expects to bring down the Budget 

before the close of the present week, and alwfrly there­

after will assume his new responsibilities as Minister 

of National Defence. At the time that this transfer of
portfolios is made, I a-haŸl hept) to be in a position to 

Xu- dascêra nnounc e^uoh Air the r oha ng o o thy i”*™ 1s try
a*-thafc-

<Z «8^-* O

an frb •4Ua seew-gdrlsable U»



n 38442

I might mention as not the least important
0) $ IwsX VlUX V) Uv I r G UaS*U-A4 , j _ J

what is required in the way of .experience in the ùr+J** ** ***~ 

management of public affairsland■ sqw^iiiy whether
QjuM\ * * ' a'

the aaryieeo of leading executives and business men 

may not be used to greater advantage in high

administrative posts and in advisory capacity with
/

relation to particular services^ than in the Ministry 

and in Parliament*

0/
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p 38443

The situation which I have described, the measures 

which I have indicated to meet it, require no further elabora­
tion. The w-1,b the most serious in our history. It ^ 

y g 11 d a t s wnifife the destiny of Canada as a free 

nation.

Maifave given us an added strength and a seeur: v?n$, that

strength. It is ourVduty^to use all our advantages,geographical,
V----- #//»*• 6 p rtMfPfr } J Ml ft M***i* t«

strategic and economic, not only to preserve liberty for our-
£ >t-L A A* <-*> V -4 / / / t6k~+-~¥* è+ u* / * l-l t^i

selves and thé commonwealth of British nations, but to regain *W\£/ 

it for the victims of bloodthirsty tyranny.

Even if other parts of the Commonwealth should be 

forced to yield for the moment to the power of the conqueror, 

wé are ready and resolved to keep the flag flying/» /<*. ^

The British peoples who taught the world the meaning "

of freedom, will dsfend it to the last. We, ennobled by the 4vt/^ 

heritage of Britain and France, with pride in the strength of 

our youth and the righteousness of our cause, face what fate /A/y 

may bring with unyielding determination and resulTrte-~dTmfidence. V./5
^ rT —

V -< #*-, f

, y V , / — yA /> £*+ y/? l f f *■ y L*

/&/ ^ * v
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Vol File/Dossier Subject/Sujet Dates Pages

63 Canada's War Effort. Speeches in
Parliament

20 May 1940 D 38225 - D 38241

63 Fall of Paris - Radio Broadcast June 1940 D 38242 - D 38247

63 Progress of War, Aid to British, Statement in 
Parliament

4 June 1940 D 38248 - D 38249

63 Radio Broadcast on War Events 7 June 1940 D 38250 - D 38391

63 Declaration of War on Italy. Speeches in 
Parliament

10 June 1940 D 38392 - D 38395

63 Radio Broadcast re: Italy 10 June 1940 D 38396 - D 38407

63 Address to Earl of Athlone, Ottawa.
Speeches outside Parliament

13 May 1940 D 38408 - D 38424

63 France's Peace Appeal. Speeches in 
Parliament

17 June 1940 D 38425 - D 38427

63 War Plans. Speeches in Parliament 18 June 1940 D 38428 - D 38443

63 Message to Quebec. Speeches outside 
Parliament

24 June 1940 D 38444 - D 38445

Reel\Bobine
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zAppel du très bon. 
M. King aux

I

Canadiens-français
La France nous lègue 

sa mission culturelle
Le premier ministre du Canada adresse un message ' 

spécial à la province de Québec à l'occasion 
de la S.-Jean-Baptiste.

Le service outre-mer 
restera volontaire

(Du correspondant de la PRESSE)
OTTAWA, 24. — “Le sort tragique de la France lègue 

au Canada français le devoir de porter haut les traditions de 
culture et de civilisation françaises et son amour brûlant de 
la liberté”, déclare le premier ministre du Canada dans son 
message aux Canadiens-français à l’occasion de la Saint-Jean- 
Baptiste.

Voici le texte du message du très h on. W.-L. Mackenzie- 
King:

“En ce jour de fête, anniversaire du saint patron du 
Canada français, je veux adresser un message à mes compa­
triotes canadiens-français. L’agonie de la France a porté les 
horreurs de la guerre jusque dans nos coeurs et presque sur 
nos rives.
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“Le sort tragique de la France lègue au Canada français 
3e devoir de porter haul les traditions de culture et de civili­
sation françaises,.et son amolli f “Cette loi nous sauvera de la pa- 
bl'Ûlant. de la liberté. Cette nique, de la discorde, de la confu- 
nouvelle responsabilité, j’en sion dans les esprits, car son seul
suis sûr, vous l’accepterez avec 
fierté.

*‘A chaque Canadien, létal de 
choses actuelles apporte des respon­
sabilités nouvelles et plus lourdes. 
Les Iles britanniques vivent sous la 
menace imminente d'une invasion. 
Le Canada lui-même ne peut plus 
penser sans inquiétude à la sécurité 
rie son territoire. Nos défenses doi­
vent être renforcées au plus tôt. Le 
Canada doit être prêt à repousser 
toute attaque sur ses côtes, sur ses 
centres de population.
La mobilisation est indispensable
’Tl serait impossible au gouverne­

ment; de faire face au péril qui gran­
dit chaque jour sans la loi de mobi­
lisation des ressources nationales que
le parlement vient de voter. Cette 
loi donne au gouvernement de vastes 
pouvoirs pour enrayer les dangers 
qui menacent la sécurité nationale; 
elle permet la mobilisation de toutes 
nos ressources, humaines et maté- 
rieles, pour la défense du Canada.

“La mobilisation de nos forces vi 
ves est uniquement et exclusivement

but est d'apporter l’unité, lu ‘force 
et l’harmonie dans l'égalité du sa­
crifice et de nous défendre contre les 
traîtres, les espions et autres agents 
de l’ennemi dans nos rangs.

Sans liberté, le Canada mourra.
“Les pouvoirs qui découlent de la 

loi ne sont pas imposés par l'ELat 
au citoyen. Ce sont les citoyens li­
bres d’un pays libre qui, par l’inter­
médiaire de leurs représentants 
librement élus, les offrent volontai­
rement à l’Etat, à une heure- grave 
de son histoire. Il ne faut jamais 
oublier que les dangers courus par le 
Canada menacent également chacun 
d’entre nous, citoyens du Canada. 
Cette loi est l'acte d'un peuple libre,] 
et son but est de préserver la liber té | 
et de nous assurer à nous tous l’hé­
ritage des libertés que nas pères ont 
conquises. Si la liberté meurt, le Ca­
nada que nous aimons meurt aussi.

“Je fais appel à mes compatriotes 
canadiens-français. je fais appel à 
tous mes compatriotes; je les exhorte 
d'accorder à cette mesure de défense 
nationale leur entier appui.

“Tout ce que nous sommes, tout 
ce qui nous tient au coeur, nos liber­
tés. notre mode de vie, l’avenir du 
pays, de ses fils, de tous ses enfants, 
font appel au courage de chacun de 

pour la défense du Canada sur notre nous, à la force de nos bras, à la 
propre territoire. Le recrutement; aénércsité de nos coeurs.” 
pour le service outre-mer continuera 
sous la forme volontaire qu'il a pré-j 
sentement.

Pas de conscription pour service ! 
outre-mer.

Les engagements solennels que 
j’ai sou ventes fois pris au Parlement, 
je les ai publiquement répétés l'autre 
jour dans la même enceinte. Le gou­
vernement que je dirige ne présente­
ra pas de mesure de conscription des 
Canadiens pour le service outre­
mer.

“Tous les pouvoirs que nous donne 
cette loi ne seront pas exercés immé­
diatement. Ils le seront au fur et à 
mesure que le besoin s'en fera sentir 
pour assurer la sécurité de chacun de;

Inous dans chaque ville, dans chaque 
village, dans chaque hameau, pour 
défendre le Canada contre l’agres-j 
slon et pour garantir nos libertés. Le 
gouvernement verra à les exercer eni 
toute équité et justice. Le capital: 
comme le travail!, le riche comme le. 
pauvre, seront traités au même poidsj 
et à la même mesure.
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63 Dominion Day Broadcast Radio 1 July 1940 D 38446 - D 38465

63 Destruction of French Fleet. Speeches in 
Parliament

5 July 1940 D 38466

63 Canada's War Effort. Speeches in
Parliament
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On this Dominion Day, Canada is reborn to 
a new responsibility in the world. How great our 
new responsibility will be, no man can foretell. 
Whatever it is, with pride in our past and confidence 
in our present and future, we are ready for our 
destiny.

Though the days be perilous, the adversity 
that has overwhelmed France will stiffen our sinews 
and strengthen our fibre. France will rise again. 
Freedom will not perish. English-speaking Canadians, 
in the brotherhood of common citizenship, today, give 
to their French-speaking compatriots the fullness of 
understanding sympathy, as their ancestral memories 
are saddened by the calamity of the brave land that 
gave them their language and their traditions.

Our sailors, soldiers and airmen fight for 
Canada and freedom on the islands and seas of Britain. 
At home, with generous hands and strong arms, we are 
united. Our cause is the cause of little children, 
of chivalry, of mercy, and the right of free men to 
the fruits of their labour. The last battle will be 
fought in the hearts and minds of men. If, by 
Christian dedication, we make ourselves worthy, we 
shall triumph under the banner of the faith of our

fathers



; 38448
\

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRIME MINISTER: l JUb+A ** J

I have read over the historical material. I respectfully
suggest that for Dominion Day, something brief and inspirational 
should be the subject matter of your broadcast.

I have added to the material originally prepared, a short 
paragraph on the loss of H.M.C.S.Fraser.

With best wishes for your health, and the hope that the
3 you calm and rest.

June 29,19^0 L.V.B.
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INTRODUCTION:

It is fitting that on this day I should speak a few 
words to the people of Canada. The anniversary of the 
birthday of this nation has come upon us once again, as 
the cycle of the year has turned. While the times are 
too solemn to allow the usual festival which marks our 
national holiday, I hope that the children at least have 
been merry and care-free. I hope too, that the hearts 
of you all have found some room for gratitude, and some 
place for rejoicing that in this year 1940, Canada, with 
head erect and honour unstained, stands with a new strength 
amongst the free nations of the world.

I have no doubt that many of you today have let your 
thoughts wander to the Dominion Day of last year, and other 
happier years that are behind us. Perhaps some of you too 
have been wondering what Canada and the world will be on 
Dominion Day, 1941. I have thought of all these things 
today.



2 38450
CANADA'S PAST:

I have thought of Canada's past with price and 
thankfulness. Our past is a panorama of colorful tra­
dition, romatic adventure, gallantry, sacrifice, in­
domitable labour, peaceful progress, and dreams come 
true.

The history of Canada in our relation to other 
peoples has been without blot or stain. Where arbi­
tration and agreement could keep the peace, we have 
consulted, conceded and agreed. Where freedom and 
British institutions were attacked or our national 
security threatened, we have stood steadfast in arms 
and protected our rights. As we have grown, our nat­
ional life has been enriched by many racial strains, 
and stregthened by many racial fibres. As we built 
our nation, we refused to no man a refuge and a new 
hope in this land of promise. W© denied to no man the 
fruit of his labour. Our reward for the generosity of 
yesterday shines in the loyalty of to-day.
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CANADA'S PRESENT:

I have thought also, as no doubt you have, of 
Canada's present with thankfulness -- thankfulness that 
today she Is united In strength, determination and whole­
hearted devotion to the cause of free men. Today she is 
reborn with a new responsibility. That responsibility 
has been placed upon us by the collapse of France, the 
peril of England, and our own free will.

In no country has the tragic agony of France re­
ceived more understanding sympathy than in Canada. The 
might of a ruthless machine has for a time, but for a 
time only, overwhelmed the power, but not the soul, of 
that great nation. The plight of the French people and 
the destitution that has overtaken its millions of re­
fugees fill us with profound sorrow. Let us in this hour 
remember only their sufferings, and forget condemnation 
and recrimination. We can well leave the actions of its 
government, regrettable as they appear, to the verdit of 
history and the criticism of the French people., to whom 
that government is responsible. In the meantime, \e can 
be certain that French men and women who are free to speak
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and to act will neither still their tongues nor sheathe 

their swords#

English-speaking Canadians, standing in the full 

brotherhood of common citizenship by the side of their 

French-speaking compatriots, will give to them an added 

sympathy and an added understanding, as their ancestral 

memories are saddened by the calamity to the gallant 

land that gave them their language and their faith.
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OUR NEW RESPONSIBILITY:

On this Dominion Day, Canada is reborn with a new 
responsibility. How great our new responsibility will 
be, no man can foretell. Whatever it is, we shall ac­
cept it.

As I said in the House of Commons the other day, 
the decision to fight on is not only Britain’s decision, 
it is the decision of Canada. If the main scene of war 
moves to the North American continent, we, secure in 
the strength of our resources and our geographical 
position, will fight on Britain’s side. If we are des­
tined to be the centre of resistance to tyranny, we shall 
accept our destiny. If the fortunes of war make us the 
last bulwark of freedom, we shall keep its flag flying 
on our battlements.
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THE PRESENT SITUATION IN THE WORLD:

In terras of reality at this fateful moment, the
British peoples alone to the full limit of their strengthpfccc
e-hat! remain in the heat of the conflict,

I do not need at this time to elaborate the emerg­
ency and the dangers, They are here on our threshold for 
all men to see. The new restlessness of Russia and the 
Balkan nations, the clouds on the horizon of the far east, 
the unprecedented preparations of the United States of 
America, and the alignment of the forces of tyranny and 
freedom are known to you all. The British army remains in 
greater strength than ever. Britain herself is a.n armed 
fortress. No enemy has yet set his foot upon British soil. 
The seapower of Britain, of the nations of the Commonwealth 
assisted by what remains of the navy of Poland, of the 
Netherlands, and units of the French navy, at present con­
trol the seven seas. The latent strength of the British 
Empire, its manpower, its resources, and the character 
of its people is unbroken. It is immeasurable and in­
exhaustible. Canada today assists in the defence of the 
shores of Britain on land, on the sea, and in the air.
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We garrison Iceland; we defend Newfoundland. Our soldiers 
stand on guard in the West Indies, our ships assist in the 
patrol of the Caribbean Sea.

Our factories, like the factories of Britain, are 
working twenty-four hours a day, and seven days a week. A 
practically unanimous parliament has empowered the govern­
ment to bring to the aid of the nation all resources, both 
human and material, men, money and all the machinery of 
production and distribution.

It has placed the supreme duty of citizenship upon all 
those who enjoy its privileges. No wise Canadian questions 
the need of this service, no true Canadian will shrink from 
its acceptance.

The government Is mobilizing also, all the voluntary 
services of this nation into one great effort. But there 
is more than ever a need for the spontaneous effort of every 
citizen of his own country, for the generous hand, the 
strong arm, and the courageous heart. Government can only 
help. The individual citizen must still do most of his own 
thinking and acting.



- 8 - 38456

The care of refugees, the maintenance of public 
safety, production and conservation of food-stuffs, the 
provision of comforts for those who fight for us, the 
lending of money to the state, all these will provide 
an opportunity for every citizen to help his country to 
victory.

The growing strength of our navy, the growing 
strength of our air force, the steady stream of aeroplanes, 
munitions and equipment flowing from the factories of 
Canada and of the United States, will soon redeem the past 
and recover the inevitable ground that peaceful democracy 
was obliged at first to lose to war-like dictatorship. I 
think of our future. Britain will survive. Canada will 
survive. The war is now a war of national character. The 
men of Britain will be true to themselves. We shall be 
true to ourselves and to the traditions which we have 
inherited and created.
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In the early days of the war, I described the
young men who had offered their lives to their

44
country, the first and foremost defenders of the 

faith, I never spoke truer words. No war in the 

history of the world has had its fundamental issues 

more clearly revealed. Does anyone doubt that, in 

spite of past and weakness, the cause of Britain

and of Canada is the cause of gentleness and mercy.

The Christian faith is more than ever the citadel of 

our hope and the fortress of our strength. Just as 

surely as we return for comfort and inspiration to 

the faith of our fathers, so surely shall we triumph 

over evil. The last battle will be fought in the 
hearts and minds of men. The charter of humanity is not 

written in the philosophy of Naziism and Fascism. It 

is engraved in the deathless words of the sermon on 
the mount. The cause of little children and of women, 

of chivalry, mercy and the dignity of labour has always 

been the cause of the apostles, of the martyrs and the 

saints. It is the cause for which we fight today.

If we make our hearts worthy by faith and dedication, 

in that sign we shall triumph.

CONCLUSION
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“For like a child, sent with a fluttering light, 
To feel his way along a gusty night,
Man walks the world, again, and yet again,
The lamp shall be by fits of passion slain;
But shall not He who sent him from the door, 
Relight the lamp once more, and yet once more?”



HIS MAJESTY1S CANADIAN SHI? FRASER:
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You will have heard with sorrow the news of the 
loss of H.M.C.S.Fraser and forty-five of her gallant crew, 
which it was my sad duty to announce to the House of Commons 
on Friday.

Those who survived owe their lives to the bravery 
of their comrades.

On the eastern waters of the Atlantic shores which 
are the frontiers of freedom, the seamen of Canada guard 
their native shores.

To the relatives of the men who died for their 
country, we give the deepest sympathy of our hearts. Men 
from all parts of Canada, from the seaports of the Maritimes 
and British Columbia, and from the farms of the west, gave 
their lives in the Bay of Biscay in sight of the farms of 
France. To them a proud and grateful country owes a debt 
unpayable. We shall keep their memory undimmed.



MEMORANDUM 
Office of the Prime Minister

Ottawa,
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At this solemn hour Canada pledges anew to the British 
Commonwealth all the faith and fire within her. With heart up­
lifted and will unbroken, she stands by the side of Britain, who' 
taught her the love of liberty. Freely and as one people, we took 
up arms in defence of ourselves, British institutions and the world 
of free men.

We shall continue in the conflict, until the end, with 
unflinching resolution and a material strength that grows from day 
to day. We have thrilled with pride as across the Atlantic we 
have watched our two great motherlands glorious in their adversity.

The disaster that has overwhelmed France has inspired us 
to greater effort and greater determination. The sufferings of 
France have been our sufferings. Her romance, her chivalry, her 
language and her ancient faith, are an imperishable part of our 
Canadian heritage. In a very real sense she is ours, and we are 
hers. To a large part of our people, she has personified the in­
timate and beloved things of life. She will arise with a new glory 
from the bloodstained soil which she has so gallantly defended.

In saluting her French kinsmen, Canada voices her undying 
faith that in the new dawn which will follow the shadows of night,
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the legions of freedom will yet march again through the Arch of 
Triumph to rescue Prance from the chains of the oppressor.

Hundreds of thousands of our citizens spring from the 
little landsravaged by Hitler1s armies and desolated by his engines 
of destruction. Every new aggression has kindled a new anger in 
Canadian breasts.

Across our southern borders from the great republic, 
come the roar of engines and the cheers of the American people. 
President Roosevelt is keeping his promise. The promise he made 
to Prance is a continuing promise to the peoples of the British 
Empire. As the hours and the days pass, aeroplanes, guns and tanks 
fashioned in the great factories of the United States, will speed 
the victory. Retribution for tyranny has started on its relent­
less march.

In Canada we have offered and are giving Britain the 
utmost of our strength to the limit of our power. Our soldiers 
help to guard her shores, our airmen watch her skies, our ships 
help to patrol her island seas. At home we have mobilized all 
the resources of our factories and our farms in the common cause. 
More machines, more munitions of war, are on their way. They 
will move ceaselessly across the seas. We will leave nothing 
undone that men can do.



- 3 -
38463

Canada has claimed the right of her young free nation­
hood. She shares with Britain and those lands who owe allegiance 
to His Majesty the King, the proud burden of the world's agony.

When Mr. Churchill voiced the unshakeable resolve of 
the British people to fight on the shores of Britain, on every 
sea, from Africa and America if need be, until victory was achie­
ved, Canada accepted her greater and higher responsibility with 
all the strength of her youth, the wealth of her resources and 
the idealism of her freedom. That responsibility increases with 
every new temporary disaster.

Today as Britain proudly accepts the challenge of tyranny 
and fights on without fear, we, ennobled by our traditions and our 
heritage, face whatever fate may bring, determined that "our House 
shall stand together and our pillars shall not fall".
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France has been forced to give up the unequal 
struggle against overwhelming odds. In this tragic 
hour no bitterness can be mixed with our heartfelt 
sympathy for a brave and a proud people crushed by the • 
weight of greater numbers and superior arms. Let us 
remember only the terrific losses France has inflicted 
on the enemy. But for those losses we could hardly 
dare to hope for victory; because of those losses faith 
remains. The martyrdom of the French nation will surely 
be followed by a resurrection. France will arise 
again with a new strength from the bloodstained soil 
three times ravaged, in seventy years, by the same foe.

The agony of France is keenly felt by the 
Canadian people. Her history, her language and her 
ancient faith are an imperishable part of Canada’s 
heritage. VTe share her sorrow.

To the world of free men France has been the 
living symbol of democracy and the shrine of the human * 
spirit. The citadel of civilization must not -- cannot 
remain in the hands of the barbarians.

At this fateful moment, the British peoples alone 
are fighting to the limit the battle of freedom. The 
enemy has not set foot on British soil. The sea power
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of Britain remains in all its might. The enemy knows 

the implacable power of naval superiority. Hitler 

realizes he must seize swift victory or face slow 

strangulation.

Tenacious resistance is the need of the hour,

77e must hold to-day that we may strike tomorrow. Mean­

while our strength is gathered daily. To our implements 

of war we are adding not only from our own resources in 

the British Commonwealth. Behind them is the great 

productive capacity of the United States. The pledge 

of President Roosevelt to the people of France remains 

a solemn promise to the British peoples.

In the name of the Canadian people I proudly 

affirm once again our complete solidarity with the 

sister nations of the British Commonwealth in the sacred 

cause of freedom. Canada is ready to put her full weight 

into the struggle. Each rever.se serves only to increase 

our determination and our readiness for greater sacrifices. 

The British peoples taught the world what freedom meais.

We, in Canada, stand ready to defend it to the end.
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FRANCE NOT ENEMY, 
PREMIER KING SAYS
Commons Hears Statement 

by Prime Minister on Bri­
tain's Naval Action

Ottawa, July à. — CP. — Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King told the 
House of Commons today that ac­
tion of the Royal Navy against the 
French fleet Wednesday "cannot 
be regarded as directed against 
France; rather was it action against 
ships that already, for all practical 
purposes, were German and Italian 
instruments of war."

The British Government acted 
under the compulsion of its great 
responsibility for the preservation 
of the liberties of the world, Mr. 
King said. „ .

Following is the text of the Prime 
Minister’s statement on the French 
situation:

! Although the ultimate situation 
remains obscure, and the present 
relations between the Government 
of the United Kingdom and the 
French Government at Bordeaux 
have not yet been clarified. I l'eel 
that I should say a few words at 
this time.

Members of the House will have 
appreciated the feelings of Mr 
Churchill when they read his 
speech delivered in the British 
House yesterday Nothing could 
have brought home move clearly 
the tragic irony and agony of war, 
than the grim obligation placed 
upon the British navy to prevent 
the French fleet from falling into 

•the hands of Germany and Italy.
Nothing can be gained by a re­

cital of the events which led up to 
the seizures, the sinkings, and the 
conflict between ancient allies and 
friends.

1
I

The proposals made by the British 
emissary to the French Admiral at 
Oran would seem at this time and 
distance, to have contained w'thin 
them an honorable and bloodless 
solution. Fate decreed otherwise. 
No one can blame the French ad­
miral and his gallant sailors loi- 
loyal obedience to their Govern­
ment. however precarious its pow­
ers however shackled its decisions.

Equally, no fair-minded men 
knowing the attitudes and minds 
of the German and Italian dictators 
and their record of promises made 
and promises broken, could expect 
the Government of the United King­
dom to imperil the security of the 
British Isles and the Dominions by 
allowing the French fleet to pass 
into the control of the enemy.

Wednesday’s action cannot be re­
garded as directed against France. 
Rather was it action against ships 
that already, for all practical pur­
poses. were German and Italian in­
struments of war.

I am sure that it is the prayer 
of the people of Canada who owe 
so much to the memory ot France, 
that the French people will 
recognize that if the Bordeaux Gov­
ernment acted under the compul­
sion of the conqueror, the British 
navy acted equally under the com­
pulsion of its great responsibility 
for the preservation of the liberties I 
of the world. 1

In no country has the.calamity ot 
France received more understand­
ing sympathy than in Canada. The 
plight nt the French people and 
the destitution that has verlaken 
its millions of refugees have filled 
us with profound sorrow

U is our faith 'liai although the 
might ol a ruthless machine has 
for a time, but we believe for a
, : _____ni.i.v.i'hrlir.pH Ihp nnVPI'

soul of that great nation.
Whatever may have happened or 

whatever may come to pass, Cana­
dians of all races and classes know 
in their hearts that there is only 
one thing that matters today in the 
world of free men—that is the ulti­
mate triumph of the cause of free­
dom for w'hich Britain and France 
alike took up arms, and the cer­
tain defeat of the evil powers that 
threaten to enslave the world.
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On February 23rd last,the Prime Minister in his 

third Broadcast in the Election campaign made this state­

ment 2 -

"With the war and its problems growing in intensity 
and magnitude, I shall seek, if we are returned to 
power, to bring to the aid of the Ministry, in an 
advisory capacity, a still larger number of men of 
outstanding ability and experience whose services 
in one way or another might be made available to the 
state, and add strength to the administration of our 
policies. How best their services might be con­
solidated and used, whether in Immediate association 
with the war cabinet, or with a member of the Cabinet, 
intimately associated with its war activities, is 
something that I would like to consider with my 
colleagues before the next Parliament reassembles."

This was an important statement. It will be noted

that these men of outstanding ability and experience were to

be brought in to the aid of the Ministry in an advisory capacity

and are to be distinguished from those already or afterwards

brought in as Administrators or Executives.
£ L *•' / / i-

More than three months passed when, on May 31st last, 

at Winnipeg, the Canadian Manufacturers Association issued a 

statement expressing "a deep rooted conviction:

"that there exist some definite causes that are 
responsible for Canadian plants receiving orders 
for only a small percentage of their capacity, 
and respectfully urges the Canadian Government 
to send governmental ministerial representatives 
to England to clear away misunderstandings pre­
sently existing, in order that Canadian industry
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"may be speeded up immediately and take its 
full share in the defence of our Ehipire and 
Country."

That statement gave expression to two or more important

ideas,

(a) That Canadian industrial plants were not being 
utilized except in a small degree;

(b) That immediate action as Indicated should be 
taken to speed up production in Canadian in­
dustry in order that it might take its full 
share in the defence of the Btapire and Country.

From-^i press report it would appear that yesterday, June 6th,

thirty members of the Canadian Manufacturers Association had a two

hour discussion with the Cabinet on this important matter, but no

word was given out beyond this, that the conference had been

mutually helpful, which sounds like the Prime Minister and does

not mean much in the way of concrete information to the public as

to what is being done so that Canadian industry may do its full

part in contributing to Rnpire and Canadian defence»

In this morning’s papers is an announcement, however, that

"plans looking to a more complete mobilization and control of

Canadian industry for war effort are being worked out by the

Government •"

May I ask the Prime Minister to take the House and the 

Country into his confidence and tell us -

le If it is the intention of the Government to 

set up an advisory committee composed of men
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2.
3.

of outstanding ability and experience whose 
services might be made available to the State

and thus add strength to the administration 

of our policies?

Is this advisory committee not to propose new 

policies?

What, if any, arrangements have been made with 

the Committee of the Canadian Manufacturers 

Association to further the objects of that 

Association in speeding up and taking their 

full share in industrial activity for the 

defence of the Empire and Canada?

fi'V-r* CIAMv*.*1

and finally -

4, While Parliament is in session should not all 

such important announcements of policy and 

administration be made by the Prime Minister 

or by the appropriate member of the Cabinet in 

the House?

I do respectfully protest that public announcement of 

policy in respect of matters of vital importance should be made 

here. Otherwise we shall be reduced to the status of rubber

stamps



Minister of Agriculture, the Honourable J. G. Gardiner, 

one whose wide experience in government, whose powers 

of organization, and whose great energies make him 

exceptionally qualified for the task of bringing into 

being and administering the affairs of a Department of 

National 77ar Services.

I propose, therefore, to entrust to other hands 

the affairs of the Department of agriculture with which 

Mr. Gardiner has been identified during the years he has

D 38470
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been in the present Ministry, and to entrust to him, 
as soon as the necessary legislation is enacted, the 
direction of this most important new Department of 
government. In his new office, Mr. Gardiner will give 
his entire time to war services work and will become 
a member of the 77ar Committee of the Cabinet. This 
development will mark the creation, since the outbreak 
of war, of a fourth department to be presided over by 
a Minister who will give his full time and attention 
to matters immediately connected with the war»
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MISUNDERSTANDING OF NATURE OF CABINET1S FUNCTIONS

There is a mistaken impression widely prevalent that

nothing is being done to strengthen the war administration 
and make it more~/fcitire unless changes are made in the

cabinet or new men are brought into the ministry.

It is not sufficiently realized that the functions 

of Cabinet Ministers are necessarily limited. They must 

determine policy, make final decisions, and accept respon­

sibility, each individually for his own department and all 

collectively for the administration generally.



Noteg on Mr. Arthur B. Purvis
D38473

Mr. Arthur B. Purvis is the Chairman of the 

British Purchasing Commission in the United States.

Until June 30th (yesterday) the British 

Purchasing Commission was the New York branch of the 

British Supply Board in Canada and the United States, 

with headquarters in Ottawa. The British Supply Board 

has now ceased to exist.

From July 1st on the British government will 

deal directly in Canada with the Department of Munitions 

and Supply.

In the United States the British government 

will deal directly through the British Purchasing Com­

mission, of which Mr. Purvis is the Chairman, instead 

of routing their United States business through Ottawa.

The Department of Munitions and Supply main­

tains a Liaison Officer in New York in the office of the 

British Purchasing Commission. Canadian government orders 

in the United States are placed through the Commission.

In other words, Mr. Purvis is the head of the 

purchasing organization in the United States for both the 

British and Canadian governments. This is one of the most
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vital and heaviest tasks which any man could undertake.

It is difficult to conceive of any capacity in which Mr. 

Purvis’ great talents could be employed more effectively 

to further the common cause.

(Information supplied by Mr. L. R. Thomson. Secretary 
of the Department of Munitions and Supply).
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Work Taken Oyer
By Supply Dept

Work previously done by the 
British Supply BsairtriBU be TSken 
over by-the Mffttftiond fend Supply

By Supply Dept.
Work previously done by the

Department staffing tôdfey, Hon. 
C. D. Howe, head of the depart­
ment, announced last night. The 
move was expected to expedite the 
placing of orders for British re­
quirements and speed up generally 
the production of munitions of 
war in Canada.

Many of the British Supply 
Board's orders have been placed 
through the Munitions and Supply 
Department although the board 
has operated as a separate pur­
chasing organization since the 
start of the war. It was headed 
by Lt.-Col. J. H. M. Greenly who 
left for England recently.

Some of Lt.-Col. Greenly’s staff 
also have returned or plan to re­
turn to England and the remaind­
er will be taken on by thé depart­
ment as technical àsèisttihtâ and 
to-carry out inspectiohs f6r< Btitish 
orders.
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Name of Publication Ottawa M. Citizen
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Work Taken Over 
By Supply Dept.

Work previously done by tht 
British Supph Board #111 be tak* 1

rr by the Munitions and Suppl' 
Department starting today. Hon. 
C D. Howe, head of the depart­
ment. announced last night. The 
move was expected to expedite the 
placing of orders for British re­
quirements and speed up generally 
the production of munitions of 
war in Canada.

Many of the British Supply 
Board’s orders have been placed 
through the Munitions and Supply 
Department although the board 
has operated as a separate pur­
chasing organization since the 
start of the war. It was headed 
by Lt.-Col. J. H. M. Greenly who 

. left for England recently.
Some of Lt.-Col. Greenly's si aft 

; also have returned or plan to rr- 
! turn to England and the remaind­
er will be taken on by the depart 
ment as technical assistants and 
to carry out inspections for British 
orders
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Loyalty to the Prime Minister

There has been some disposition in the 

press to interpret a statement which I made in the 

House on June 20th (and which will be found at p. 1051 

of the Unrevised Hansard), in a narrowly personal sense.

Certain words (see Financial Post extract 

attached) regarding "loyalty to myself" when taken from 

their context do, in fact, lend themselves to such an 

interpretation. That such a construction is not justified 

is, I believe borne out by the following words which will 

be found in the same column of Hansard:

"As Prime Minister I propose to 
exercise to the full the authority given 
to me to select men in whom not only I have 
confidence but who I believe will serve to 
increase the confidence in the administration 
existing throughout the country; and I shall 
not be influenced in the making of that choice 
by other than my sense of profound duty in this 
grave situation",

I think anyone with the slightest experience of 

government will appreciate how impossible the situation 

would be if a Prime Minister - any Prime Minister, regard­

less of who he might be - took into the Cabinet men who, 

when they entered it, had no confidence in his leadership 

and were not prepared to give him their full loyalty.
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On the other hand, no Prime Minister with a 

proper sense of his constitutional responsibilities would 

think of demanding of his colleagues an unconditional 

pledge of personal loyalty to himself in all circumstances. 

Every Minister has a right to withdraw his confidence and, 

indeed, a duty to withdraw it from the Prime Minister if he 

believes that his loyalty to the Prime Minister conflicts 

with his duty to his country. But he has no right to 

remain in the Cabinet once he has lost confidence in the 

Prime Minister. It is his clear duty to resign immediately.

The very foundation of responsible government 

is mutual confidence within the Cabinet. Every Minister 

must be loyal to his colleagues and all must be loyal to 

the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister himself has the same 

obligation of loyalty to his colleagues.

These, I know, are accepted constitutional 

principles. I stress them only because there has been a 

tendency to interpret words,which I used in my official 

capacity as Prime Minister,in a narrow personal sense in 

which they were never intended.
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Name of Publication.....financial Post

Date June 29/40

Subject

Mr. King Names His Price
Prime Minister Mackenzie King has made 

it abundantly clear what is the primary test 
for entry into his Cabinet. He said in 
Parliament:

“When I take into the administration addi­
tional gentlemen in order to strengthen it. one 
of the first qualifications which I shall require 
of them, as of anyone else, is loyalty to myself, 
and not a disposition to stab the leader of the 
party in his breast when he is trying to serve 
his country to the best of his ability in time 
of war.”
If this means anything it means that any 

person entering the war Cabinet must pledge 
himself to support of Mr. King personally and 
support to the party of which Mr. King is the 
leader, regardless of the character of the war 
leadership given by the Prime Minister.

It is well that the country should know the 
terms Mr. King is exacting from new mem­
bers of the Cabinet.
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Name of Publication

Date

Subject
v v a n

Mr. King’s statement that the first rcqui-- 
site of a Cabinet member is personal loyalty 
to him is reminiscent of what were practi­
cally the last words of Mr. Chamberlain: I 
call upon my friends to support us in the 
lobby tonight.”
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Strengthening the Government

Political responsibility and administration

Public attention in discussions of strengthen­

ing the government has been directed largely 

to changes in the ministry.

Changing the ministry is not the only means of 

strengthening a government.

Under our system the ministry has a collective 

responsibility and individual ministers must 

be agreed about policy and prepared to accept 

full responsibility for it.

Government can also be strengthened on the adminis­

trative side by drafting the most suitable men, 

regardless of party affiliations, for key posts 

in the Administration.

Responsibility for government does not imply a 

monopoly of government.

(See extract attached).
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Finally, I wish to announce that for some 
time past I have been giving careful considera­
tion to means whereby there might be in­
cluded in the government additional ministers 
to assist in the direction of Canada’s war effort, 
and whose presence in the ministry might serve

A * ■ ■f

;, t, -. c.v s f « *-

to give still further assurance of the power of 
the government adequately to meet the 
increased responsibilities with which it is 
faced. Hon. members will realize that there 
are many considerations of which account has 
to be taken in any matter which concerns the 
personnel of a cabinet.

I might mention as not the least important 
of these considerations what is required of a 
minister of the crown in the way of a many- 
sided experience in I he conduct and manage­
ment of public affairs.

An equally important consideration is 
whether The talents of leading executives and 
business men may not be used to greater 
advantage in high administrative posts, and 
in an advisory capacity with relation to par­
ticular services, than in the ministry and in 
parliament.

As (lie house is aware, my colleague the 
Minister of Finance (Mr. Ralston) expects 
lo bring down the budget before the close of 
the present week, and thereafter will assume 
his new responsibilities as Minister of National 
Defence. At the time that this transfer of 
portfolios is made, I expect to be in a position 
to announce the governmental changes and 
additions at present contemplated.
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War-time policy of present government,

To strengthen the Administration by selecting and

appointing the ablest men available in finance, 

industry and the professions to the new posi- 

tions required for the effective prosecution 

of the war.

In making such appointments,to take no account of 

political affiliations.

The government feel that these posts are

no less important than positions in the 

Cabinet: they call for administrative, 

rather than political experience and 

should be occupied only the the best 

men who can be found to fill them.
«aw*»**. -

The extent to which this policy has been followed is 

perhaps not adequately appreciated: it can be 

illustrated by a representative list of key 

appointments from outside the government service
n__tr—-«*>=*•» : • ■ —• »•- •'**-" * ' ■ - .

to important war-time posts.



Minister of National Defence 
for Naval Affairs•

E) 38483

For the important new Department of National 

Defence for Naval Affairs, shortly to be set up, Canada 

has been fortunate in securing the services of a 

man widely known and respected for his splendid record 

of public administration, Honourable Angus Lewis

Macdonald, K.C., B.A., LL.B., S.J.D.,, Premier of Novav. /
Scotia.

Mr. Macdonald, who had a brilliant academic 

record at St. Francis Xavier and Dalhousie universities 
in Nova Scotia, and later at Columbia and Harvard 

Universities, served in the last war as a Lieutenant 

with the 26th Battalion, and in 1918 as a Captain 

with the 185th. He read law in Inverness, 1919-21, 

in 1921 was Assistant Deputy Attorney-Seneral at 

Halifax. From 1922-24, he was lecturer in law and from 

1924-30, was Professor of Law at Dalhousie University. 

Since 1933, he has been Premier of Nova Scotia.

His intimate association with the life of Halifax, 
now of such great importance in the war-time life of the 

British Empire, his great experience of public life, his



D 38
outstanding and proven ability as an administrator 

and statesman, his high intelligence and sterling 

character, fit him preeminently for his new duties 

as Minister of National Defence for Naval Affairs.
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LEGISLATION REQUIRED FOR PORTFOLIOS

Referring again to the two new departments, 

it will, as has been suggested, be necessary to introduce 

legislation to this end, and later on I will speak to 

the House on this matter.

Pending the passing of the necessary legislation, 

it will, of course, be impossible to fill the portfolios, 

but I am sure the House will be interested in knowing 

the plans of the government in respect to filling these 

important posts.

NOTE: Follow with the reference to Premier Angus 

Macdonald already provided.



Retyped

Minister of National Defence
for Naval Affairs.

^ 38486

For the important new Department of National 
Defence for Naval Affairs, shortly to be set up, Canada 
has been fortunate in securing the services of a man 
widely known and respected for his splendid record of 
public administration, Honourable Angus Lewis Macdonald, 
K.C., B.A.# LL*B., S. J. D.^ Premier of Nova Scotia.

Mr. Macdonald, who had a brilliant academic 
record at St. Francis Xavier and Dalhousie Universities 
in Nova Scotia, and later at Columbia and Harvard 
Universities, served in the last war as a Lieutenant with 
the 26th Battalion, and in 1918 as a Captain with the 
185th. He read lav/ in Inverness, 1919-21, in 1921 was 
Assistant Deputy Attorney-General at Halifax. From 
1922-24, he v/as lecturer in law and from 1924-30, was 
Professor of Law at Dalhousie University. Since 1933, 
he has been Premier of Nova Scotia.

His intimate association with the life of Halifax, 
now of such great importance in the war-time life of the 
British Empire, Ms great experience of public life, Ms 
outstanding and proven ability as an administrator and 
statesman, his high intelligence and sterling character, fit 
him preeminently for Ms new duties as Minister of National 
Defence for Naval Affairs.



HONOURABLE J. G. GftRDINER TO BE MINISTER OF
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL V/AR SERVICES

D 38487

To the task of bringing into being and administering 

the affairs of a department of National War Services, the 

government proposes to utilize the services of the present 

Minister of Agriculture, the Honourable J. G. Gardiner, 

whose wide experience in the government, power of organiza­

tion and great energies make him exceptionally qualified 

for this duty. I propose, therefore, to other

hands mf the Department of Agriculture with which Mr.

Gardiner has been identified during the years he has been 

in the present ministry, and to entrust to him as soon as 

the necessary legislation is enacted the direction of this 

important new department of government.

In his new office, Mr. Gardiner will give his entire 

time to war services work, and will become Member of the 

War Committee of the Cabinet. This development will make 

the creation,since the outbreak of the war, of a fourth 

department to be presided over by a Minister who will give 

his full time and attention to matters immediately connected 

with the war.

NOTE: The Prime Minister at this stage may wish to announce
the filling of any posts now vacant or to become 
vacant as the result of the creation of other 
portfolios: i.e., Finance - (if Mr.Ilsley, National 
Revenue then vacant) - Post Office - Agriculture,
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CHOICE OF PERSONNEL NOT EASED ON TARTY CONSIDERATIONS

It will be argued that the government in its choice 

of Cabinet personnel has been guided solely by party con­

siderations, I have today referred to the functions of a 

Cabinet and the need for unity of opinion, I do not 

propose to repeat any what I have already said, I have 

as well shown that the steps to strengthen the ministries 

in other countries have been based on entirely different 

circumstances than those which prevail in Canada. The 

House will recall too that on a previous occasion (Hansard, 

June 20th, pages 1050-1051), I indicated that the present 

government could be said to be truly a national government 

in the widest sense of the word.

But having said this, let me emphasize that this govern­

ment does not believe that one party must have the monopoly 

in our war activities. The appointments to important ad­

ministrative and advisory bodies is the best evidence which 

can be furnished of the fact that my colleagues and myself 

are not swayed by party considerations in matters of appeint-

ments and have the desire to avail ourselves of the wisdom, 
administrative

the/powers and the experience of men of all shades of 

political opinion. It is our intention to preserve the 

foundations of our democratic form of government, but this 

is not to say that further steps cannot be taken which will
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serve to bring added strength to the organization of our 

wartime activities.

NOTE: There follows the proposal for a National War

Council which has a slight change in the second 

paragraph,

T his, I think may well conclude the general pre­

sentation of the reorganization of Cabinet, The 

Prime Minister might, before sitting down, wish 

to refer briefly to the desire of the government 

to have the bill for the setting up of the new

department of Naval Affairs put through all its
(X

stages on Monday, and also reference in same 

connection to the Department of National War 

Services,
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On different occasions, the Leader of the Op­

position lias drawn attention to ways and means of in­

creasing the effectiveness of Canada1s war effort.

This is an aim which is shared by all honourable 

members of Parliament. By none will constructive sug­

gestions calculated to contribute to its fulfilment, be 

welcomed more cordially than by my colleagues and myself.

The particular ways and means to this end 1‘; »4 ^

suggested by the Leader of the Opposition have been the 

enlisting of the services of 11 the best men”i—

- (a) In executive and administrative posts,

particularly in those branches of government which 

have to do with the prosecution of Canada’s war effort;

(b) In an advisory capacity, where not possible 

to have their services enlisted either in whole or in
part'll #'V«v £*-***-*■ * sa t-vt • t £*-4 v* '

(c) In the government itself;
Av* ** ** / ' ") H-

By ”the best men”, %-may, I think, assume is meant v a / * /
ri #

men whose services are available and who, all circumstances
A /

considered, appear best suited for the positions it is 

necessary or desirable to fill.

It has also been urged by the Leader of the Op­

position that the v/ork of the Cabinet should be so arranged 

as to free as largely as possible from other duties, Ministers
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of the Crown who a^e-erned wf-th those departments of 

government which foa-v-e primarily with war activities.^

in order that the4» time and attention^may be given as 

exclusively as possible to a consideration of war policies 

and their effective prosecution,

A review of what, in fact, has actually been 

accomplished will make clear that it is precisely along
/viru* (4t H' j (> ** £ t'f

;nc *these lines that the government has been proceeding. We 

have not sought to do everything at once, thereby in­

volving unwarrantable expenditure, and having, as the war 

has progressed, to undo much that should never have been 

donej or what is worst of all, by premature action^ o£ 

creating problems and situations more difficult of solution 

than those we have been called upon to meet. Rather have 

we sought to anticipate, as far in advance as was possible^ 

the problems which were certain or likely to arise in the
g- CL/'U-iVx- t

progress of the war, and prepare as far as was possible» 

xln advattoo^for the meeting of each new situation as it 

might arise, taking, when the right moment came, the ad­

ditional measures required to deal effectively with it* 

bringingyto' the aid of the Ministry saati into the service of /

the statef^n an executive, administrative or advisory cap­

acity, available persons of outstanding ability and

experience, ^ + 4*+*.-%* {mmu' o», tt.M,».
6 4r d+*-** 4 * L J ^4+-* £* ,^**, < „ t./ U Ù-4 *S** <9

t p. ou^v 4-z^i It* y—k.
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In speaking on these matters, the Leader of

the Opposition called attention to the following
statement which I made

fl C //m tv*
elections :

A

in the course
• • y# ^ P lé* V-

of the reoent general

’•With the war and its problems growing in 
intensity and magnitude, I shall seek, if we are 
returned to pov/er, to bring to the aid of the 
ministry, in an advisory capacity, a still larger 
number of men of outstanding ability and experience 
whose services in one way or another might be made 
available to the state, and add strength to the 
administration of our policies. How best their 
services might be consolidated and used whether 
(a) tn an immediate association with the war 
cabinet, or (b) with a member of the cabinet, 
intimately associated with its war activities, is 
something that I would like to consider with my 
colleagues before the next parliament reassembles.”

It will be noticed that this undemfemniiwg had

relation to a course of procedure which had already been

adopted, and with which the public were wholly familiar.

It was, for example, everywhere known that in organizing

the War Supply Board, the government had been fortunate in

securing as the chairman of that organization, Mr. Wallace

Campbell, President of the Ford Motor Company of Canada,
who not only on occasions was called.into conference with / / x
the War Committee of the Cabinet, but who in addition to 
performing tâs duties aa fee chief executive officer of the 

War Supply B°ard served throughout in an advisory capacity 

to the minister responsible for its administration. Mr. 

Campbell, at the time of his appointment as Chairman of the
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Board, was selected as "the best man" available at that

particular time for that particular post • The selection

was made regardless altogether of party political affiliations.

How extensively, since its return to office, the 

government has carried out the pledge given by myself in 

the course of the elections, will be appaa.ent from the lis-fe- 

•ef- appointments^ since made, of men of outstanding ability 

and experience to executive and administrative posts im­

mediately connected with Canada’s war effort. Of every
Û1 t*' *'£*S *t l Ç

of personjâ so appointed, it may be said that he has

acted not less in an advisory capacity to the minister of
y*-*. *» i #r t.-t. A ^ =y y», </' • e é* '

the Department concerned, than as ah executive^ performing 

some important function in the prosecution of Canada’s war 

effort. By advisory opinion^thus obtained from exceptionally 

well informed and highly specialized sources, the Ministry 

itself has been continuously guided in the shaping, develop­

ment and execution of its war policies.

How effectively the administration has been 

strengthened by enlisting the services of the particular 

persons appointed will be apparent from their names, from 

their previous associations,and from their known qualifications 

for the executive and key positions now held by them in the 

departments concerned with war activities•

H
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Ttooc Appointments have been made by the assignment 

to tasks, for which they possess special qualifications, 

of officials from the permanent civil service, and by 

recruitment from financial, industrial, professional, 

technical and other fields of activity, of outstanding 

persons who, because of their training, associations and 

experience, were regarded as likely to be most familiar with 

the nature of the new administrative problems which had 

to be met.

Let me now briefly review the appointments made 

since the commencement of the war# The list does not 

purport to Include all appointments made, but^is^sufficiently 

representative,,^1 believe^ to make clear the government’s 

determination to bring into the service of the State, *^u*.*<;
z y ^

regardless altogether of^political affiliations, the best 

available men to assist the Ministry in the effective pro­

secution of the war effort of our country»



DEPARTMENT OF MUNITIONS AND SUPPLY
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I shall refer a little later on to the
ttJT fp À â«v< > }

genesis and evolution of department^ from a pur-
f » j-4v V^O^W',

chasing board, associated with the Department of Finance, 

and, latert as a War Supply Board under the supervision 

of the Minister of Transport, to the present full-fledged 

Department of Munitions and Supply. For the moment, it 

is sufficient for me to »ey that the Department itself 

was duly established on April the 9th, at which date the 

existing organization of the War Supply Board was absorbed 

into the new Department of Munitions and Supply. In po 

branch of the public service has need for rapid expansion 

and the enlistment of services of able executives and 

persons possessed of special knowledge been greater than 

in that concerned with the production of munitions and 

other war supplies. The services of a large proportion 
of those at present in these positions have been enlisted 

since thefdepartment took over the work of the War Supply

Board.

The present or

includes a Deputy Minist

L wL J/^ÿ -- ! J^iry

ion of the department 

Executive Committee of seven
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The Administrative Staff of the Department of Munitions 

and Supply is, like other departments, presided over by a 

Deputy Minister.

There is, as well, an Executive Committee of 7 members 

which mir^rt^perhaps be Cabinet wi%hin the
» C^r-i **> ' <r «

depui'-Uiiei'ltT Pa

<****{ 4Lxê^+U~* UaélàAÂ** *) tM it*. 4 r*U+++£+■%* rj ^
The Department is divided into a Purchasing Branch,

a Construction Branch and a number of Production Branches 

for Aircraft, Shipbuilding, Munitions and Gauges and 

Chemicals and Explosives.

Por the mobilization of supplies of raw materials
‘4’-w

Controllers of vMwterttils, Timber, Oil and Steel have been 

appointed. These Controllers w5t4l not only individually 

but w±ài collectively constitute a War Industries Control 

Board within the department •

On the Administrative side the Deputy Minister is 

assisted by the Comptroller and Secretary ani the officials 

of his Branch*

A Branch of the department is also being organized 

for economic research and planning required in order to 

maintain a constant and uninterrupted development of ever- 

increasing quantities of the materials of war.

£ÿ/r ^ Ast+SpénC* A4~«/
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members, a Secretary ançl Comptroller, a Laboyj^Xiaison 

Officer, Liaison Officers in New York, gjftÜ London, a 

Director of Purchases and a Ge ne raly-Purchasing Agent, 9= '

Director of Construction and several Directors of
fZ

Production for the different!^anches such as Aiiviaft.
X

Shipbuilding, Munitionsyând gauges, and Chemipâls and

Explosives, a Metal^Controller, a Timber Controller,/
an Oil Controller, a Steel Controller, three technical

y /
consultants ph Steel, Petroleum and Leather, and an
EconomioXdviser. 7 y.v

r rj j .............-__r * w- ■ **'■ 'rfih—Mi/■'"____?.. ^4»./ *,/ 4*, to m . /l 4L,

«£*>*-

Beyond the départ ment itself, several non-profit ^ fre­

making private organizations, fully owned by the govern­

ment, have been set up to carry on special phases of the 

work. Speaking in the House on June the 14th, the

A.».

th*"*■ if
f l

% nt*
f.**--' <-V-vv*-«

Minister of Munitions and Supply explained the purpose ^
. A*- Cm- •. / ^ J

of these companies as follows : Z4< li^‘<5
tfIt has been found utterly impossible l^l***~ 

to assemble in Ottawa a sufficient staff 
to handle all the multiplicity of under­
takings that the department has in hand 
at the present time. The act provides that 
certain government owned and controlled 
companies shall be established and headed 
by business men chosen by the government 
who will be able to carry on certain opera­
tions as companies rather than as part of a 
departmental staff”.

Each of these companies is bein^ will be administered

by a Board of Directors, chosen from outstanding business

Ht» v
** .1
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men and industrialists.

tèr

At the present time {.there aref besides those
K krs
^connected with these government owned companies, some 
65 departmental headsj) eee persons serving in key 

positiori^within the Department of Munitions and Supply^ 
fiftaas number i10^outstanding permanent civil 
servantsTj list of departmental heads and key men in 

the Department of Munitions and Supply was placed on 
Hansard by the Minister, on June the 20th. The names of 
the persons whose services have been classified in 
relation to their present position and pre-war occupation 
are as follows;



NAME 

H. D

G. C.

H. R.

Geo.

S. 7/.

- 5 -

PRESENT POSITION
H DEPARTMENT

38502 “lo

BUSIIlsJDoR PÏ10FR33- 

IORAL AFFILIATIONS
AT TIME OF APPOINTMENT

Scully Controller -Steel Commissioner of Customs

Bateman 11 -Metals President, Canadian 
Institute of Mining and 
Metallurgical Engineering 
Institute, Toronto.

McMillan II -Timber President, H. R„ McMillan 
Export Co. Vancouver.

R. Cottrelle It -Oil Director, Canadian Bank 
of Commerce.

Fairweather Economic Adviser Director Bureau of
Economics.

#vt*/ 64Hv I* V 'iAJ-s* t

^ z- <$> 1 • /
t-^V" ^ j/ ** * * 4 iy/

f
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OPERATING COMPANIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MUNITIONS

AND SUPPLY

JIa Citadel Merchandising Company Limited:

^Concerned with'ensuring the supply of machine 
^ tools and other equipment essential to war 

industry"
HA t •*** i

President

Vice-President

Directors:

- Thomas Arnold - Chairman, Manitoba Steel
Foundries Ltd.

- L. J. Belnap - President, Consolidated
Paper Corp. Ltd.

- J. D. Johnson - President, Canada Cement
Co. Ltd.

- C. E. Gravel - Director, Bell Telephone
Co. of Canada.

- F. K. Morrow - Director, Ogilvie Flour
Mills Co. Ltd.

IM Federal Aircraft Limited:

/~ÿTo coordinate the output or all parts and 
to expedite the production of the Anson 
Training Aircraft^

President - R. P. Bell - Director, Pickfords Black, Ltd.,
Halifax and other companies.

Gen. Manager - R. J. Moffett - Chief Aeronautical Engineer of
Canadian Vickers.

Treasurer - F. L. Jeclcel - Montreal Manager of Hardy and
Badden, Chartered Accountants.

Directors: - Sidney Dawes - President of the Atlas Con­
struction Company, Montreal.

- Blair Gordon - President of Dominion Textile Co.

- Russell Smith - Canadian Industries Limited.

- Allan Aitkon - Price Brothers & Co., Director
of National Life Assurance Co., and 
other companies.
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Chairman:
President;

Directors: - Y/. D. Black

Ar**** u^fiuy /_____ ^
^ Allied Supplies Ltd.: ' ,vH( * 7

, >vt **.# ^ &-*+.' A-vA,-^ , A 4* A,*^i.. tr^

(Concerned“‘wT6H'Jadiriini stration of the munitions /
and explosives programme undertalc en on behalf 1
of the British government, and of any joint f
British-Canadian developments which may be 
assigned to it.V&

/<h &?{*+1* v ♦ ^
- Hon. C. A. Dunning h~T? 7**•'’^**"' ’

- Harold Crabtree - Howard Smith Paper Co*, .::|
Montreal* /m*-ui 6 » «. ».*<««»

<î>~* « ♦ U« lUrV™’.

- Otis Fensom Elevator Co., ^
Montreal, f +*~ t
^ /<*-» <#- **•-*-**-'*^'-1» l-IU+t-t,»»».--. .—>-S-V <-* . « —■

- Banque Canadienne Nationale,f
Montreal. 4

- Moranda Mines, Toronto.
«J

- Acadia Sugar Co.,
Halifax.

- Steel Co. of Canada, *
Montreal. >a

- Morrow Screw 5c Nut Co., •*
Ingersoll. ;

;

/
- Beaudry Leman

- J. Y. Murdoch
- D. R. Turnbull

- R. H. McMaster

- E. A. Wilson
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The appointments I frave mentioned thus far have 

been in the departments > in-oh I think

the Dopar tmgnir^tyTv;TOTT±1ti'nriB in 4 Supply yiuy * •

Included. In the administration of the departments and

agencies concerned with matters of economic defence and
£* <£- f • fc*-*-

internal security, the government has enlisted the
/V

services of mm> equally representative group; of outstand-
^ <$4. ^ * r v*%\

ing »en. For instance :

In the Department of Finance, the executive 

staff has been strengthened by the appointment of Profes­

sor W. A. Mackintosh, Head of the Department of Political

and Economic Science of Queen*s university, as special
But

assistant to the Minister, /much more than in the work of 

the department itself, the services and counsel of business 

and professional men have been sought in connection with 

the organization and direction of Ml campaigns for MB

nationally offered war loan$ and the sale of War
A

Savings Certificates, and in the vital and highly specialized

work of the Foreign Exchange Control Board



WAR LOAN AND WAR SAVINGS CAMPAIGNS
38506

To direct the campaign for the first publicly
offered war loan, a National War Loan Committee was set
up under the Chairmanship of the Minister of Finance.
Serving on it were five former Ministers of Finance :

Sir Thomas White
Sir Henry Drayton
Honourable C. A. Dunning
Right Honourable R. B. Bennett, and
Honourable E. N. Rhodes

«HB- weAl the Provincial Treasurers of all nine provinces. 
In order to give the Committee as broadly representative 
a character as possible some 225 prominent people in all 
the provinces of Canada were added to the membership.

To direct the more purely technical aspect of 
the campaign, a National Subscription Committee of men
connected with the securities business was set up under 
the Chairmanship of Honourable C. A# Dunning.

In the campaign for the sale of War Savings 
Certificates, the government has similarly availed itself 
of the services of prominent business and professional men.

A National War Savings Committee up Bey
(foflep»'. Mr. W. H. Somerville, General Manager of
the Mutual Life Assurance Company of Canada, and MT. de 
Gaspe Beaubien, a Consulting Engineer of Montreal, and a



WARTIME PRICES AND TRADE BOARD D 38507
Upon the outbreak of war, immediate concern 

was shown by the government to prevent the disastrous 
rise in prices which so seriously dislocated the 
Canadian economy in the last war. On September 3rd, 
the government established the Wartime prices and 
Trade Board, and invested it with extensive powers 
to prevent hoarding, profiteering and undue rise in 
prices of necessities. The Board itself is composed 
entirely of outstanding permanent officials under the 
Chairmanship of Mr. Hector McKinnon, who is also Chairman 
of the Tariff Board.

<Ehe ^OflT»rl 1 fg a a a A at. Ari ~hy A A Am I w A m f.wfciw* 

particular of who» ero serving* without
«uLary J " TTlti—fcechillôàl àdVT^ér^Tb^i^e"1TOtTl~-artd:' Sugar

the Economic adviser to the wool
Administrator are aleo serving without aâlâï*y •

The complete list of the officials and administrators 
appointed from outside the public service is as follows;
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Name
present position 
on board Former positiP38508 

K. W. Taylor

Hubert Kemp

J#Me MacDonald

Secretary professor of Economics,
McMaster University.

Economic Adviser professor of Economics,
University of Toronto

Economic Adviser Head of Department of
Commerce, University of 
Manitoba#

H. D. Anger Solicitor of 
Board

Barrister of -Firm Elliot, 
Hume, McKague, and Anger, 
Toronto,

David C# Dick Wool Administrator Manufacturer: President,
Cobourg Dying Co. Ltd., 
Cobourg, Ontario.

i

Harry Brown

We P. Walker

Technical Adviser 
to Wool Adminis­
trator.

Economic Adviser to 
Wool Administrator.

Retired textile expert^,

O l

Comptroller of York 
Knitting Co., Toronto.

S. R. Noble

H. J. Hobbins

Sugar Administrator. Assistant General Manager
Royal Bank of Canada, 
Montreal, Que.

Technical Adviser to Sugar Broker,
Sugar Administrator.

Maurice Samson

J. McGregor 
Stewart, K.C#

Hides and Leather Chartered accountant of
Administrator the firm of Samson,

Knight 5c Company, 70
St. Peter St., Quebec, P.Q.

Coal Administrator Barrister of the firm of
Stewart, Smith, McKeen 
& Rogers, Halifax, N.S.
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Cl)
D 3850,9

An Agricultural Supplies Board has been 

set up within the Department of Agriculture to

lira n a body

W meet the extraordinary problems for our agricultural 

economy created by the war.

Other wartime bodies within the Department 

are The Bacon Board, which was set up to implement and
y? ♦» c'4* *.t

direct Canadian fulfilment of the bacon agreement

with the United Kingdom^and a Dairy Products Board 

which was created to supervise the whole question of 

the production and marketing of dairy products. There 

is also an Advisory Committee to the Bacon Board but 

this, unlike the two just mentioned, possesses no 

executive powers.

To assist these Boards in the conduct of

their worte^ the government has qailed upon. the services 

of qualified aan feayoRd the Public Service, The 

Department of Agriculture has obtained the full-time 

services of Professor S, R. N, Hodglns of Macdonald 

College, Montreal, as Secretary of the Agricultural 

Supplies Board, of D. J. Perry, Transportation Officer
A-

of Canada Packers, Montreal, as Transportation Specialist
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Several of the wartime boards and agencies
4iO <9 {4~iAM tê*-j f? -2*

under frfri'e Department are administered by well known
Ai>t 4fv* f &

men from outside the Government Service. Dr. H. M. Tory,

retired former President of the National Research Council,

has been serving as Director of the Technical Section of

the Voluntary Service Registration Bureau. The services

of Brigadier-General E. deB. Panet, dietinguiohed-goldiar

sard Chief of the Department of Investigation of the C. P. R.

have been secured as Director of Internment Operations.

To organize the Public Information Office the
Vo/v

government first secured the services of^ Walter S. Thompson, 

Director of Public Relations for the C. N. R. Upon Mr.
mm.-*.-.* if) U»M Ua *-*• 1 #jjf ti -»«|

Thompson1 s retirement, nn of- 4H health, he was

pegr).w4 by G. H. Lash as Director, and Claude Melancon, 

as Associate Director, both of whom had been associated

with kiaa in the C. Iff. R. N
U, t*J U

A-Wiam&peg barrister, W. Gordon Gunn serveey? 

as the Administrator of the War Charities Act^ Uu\

T. W. Laidlaw, the Dean of Manitoba Law School, and V. C.A
MacDonald, Dean of the Dalhousie Law School, are both giving

x, trrt4A«i
their services )t>e—4o special work ,£e* the Custodian of Enemy 

Property during their summer absence from their schools,.
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ENLISTING THE SERVICES OF I 11 BEST MEN” IN ADVISORY

CAPACITY

I have referred thus far to àlw enlisting 

in the government serviee^e£-*&«n from the business 

and professional world/in executive and administrative"^

positions; but ■fchagt»
- ........ ....... J7 h-

by TMitopi______ il© unmiuu
MC M* / 1 <» MUM f”' «*/?* #4* «■ .« ' ürf »-» Ljtv%sf /< <wi.rA

±t a o orvi »o-'wei^w^wryei■■ci#n^yeKi / v ^

eut ejldrg-the osim/ioS1»/, v ' ~ »
A <aaa t t*V7- /mtV» t é~l* X *t*W «<4^4^ «~*t Ü>

In dealing wfrfch specificVqntwBfeienc the ^

government has not top»" olww to seek the advice and ^ *>'
#-t eW,

/ 4*^*^

co-operation of existing toodips conversant with *ja»t <f
<u-<— <Ve<:'Xtv,

pnrtierflfty wopk, Ae —■'1,1 ° ^-p a'well a number of Advisory Boards
9v. adjUL**^

advice based
i+t*rv^ «>-> m

and Committees have been^, set up ^lo aid 

Ministers and war agencies by swiewbei 

upon practical experience# In each of these^an

has been made to secure as representative a
tf firr>i fsA*\+ r»*i ^

group of qualified mmn in, iT l'ifTaibliü # I may mention, 
/v /s

briefly, a few of these - some specially created 

to meet the war situation, others organized bodies

already established,



otjTzh advisory agdacia:.;
r~ *1...... .....

In ^nrnn^tian-¥>iUh specific problems arising

mu nil liuj fiuJÏJout of war-time administrâtloi
"Hflli liiji i!M*«c,kt./the advice and co-operation of

{ existing Canadian bodies

f «rWCur**- 67

«auR U+*

.ryï*^zV,WAW.':

ShtMj^the questions of the immigration of refugees
<?4M* tU4K6l #>

and a»' the movement of children to Canada from the UnitedA
Kingdom and elsewhere Jiaasdta ferences
between the officials of the Dominion Government, rep­

resentatives of the various Provincial Governments and the

officers of qualified voluntary organizations In this
t 'v.-iQiif innv" mention of the officers of O

A ^ ~

Ù u+rthe Canadian Welfare Committee and'the Canadian National

Committee on Refugees.

In the work done so far by officials of the 

Department of Pensions and National Health upon air raid 

precautions, the collaboration of the provincial authorities 

in the coastal provinces has been obtained and, as well, 

the full co-operation and advice of the St. John Ambulance



Brigade and Association, Stia? Department, in its health 
activities related to the war effort, has also secured the 
co-operation of all public health forces of the Dominion, 
acting through the Dominion Council on Health made up of 
the chief health officers of all the provinces*
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department of labour

The government has recognised from the outset
Ip* s

the importance of obtaining the whole-hearted co-operation 

of labour in the development of war effort. It has 

given concrete expression to this recognition by the 

declaration of certain principles for the regulation of 

labour conditions which h&¥» roefriitly. qsen embodied in an 

Order in Council.

l1 Ills roil1 will nia u^mjyn tlm- gmragrtr

minfc—has Recently created a National Labour Supply Council.

The purpose of this council is to bring to the Llinister^^u 

advice from qualified representatives of labour and of 

industry all matters touching the supply of

labour for war industries#
A/*C**4r^+S Aril***4

The Chairman is LIr. A. J. Hills, Chief of
/v /

Personnel of the Canadian National Railways. The Secretary 

is Ur# Humphrey Llitchell, a permanent official of the
jf.Ur* /. A

Department of Labour. The Council itself is composed of 

five representatives of labour and five of industrial

employers, with an alternate for each.

The membership is as follows:



D 3.85154<r v
? «W7 „ '-<

^ *-

A^iVc^t <-^-*<—- <7 *Ve'^0
OjuUI^ ‘U4^^ rWARTIMK CO-OPKRATlOH W^g-^CHE ^PROVINCES

/**

7 4^' ***4i^~*—* ^ ^

A 4#*» ^

>*^i dwv *?

&+*+( t^U^^44*^

, 1#*< t Z**' 4
^ ^ •? 

in peace time, the primary responsibility for

^ 4tAW*^v *7 ^ ^ ^
Jnlnmiml ^UUm11!^

/z, , j ^4* /
public order and the administration of justice rests with

£<uV ‘ /
the provinces. 4** » 4«m«'»

,; kffn time of war, a share of this responsibility 
must necessarily be assumed by the Federal government.
'FikLo duuj iii^r^TiUTVC'ver x'olluwe provinces of their 
constitutional function awl there 4» gy^erfrer need 4*em ^ _ .
•«^er for the closest co-operation betv/een the provincial ^

d
police and lav/ enforcement agencies, on the one hand, £
and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and the Department ^
of Justice on the other. ~

pi, «< .V tr*U*\ ****-y% , *iM*» ii « t ;
'<tai ■ *.t*4 f&stt- *■* «hA(» d*</' ^ *<<"•» •'**'* -off*» .£ &

ïn the field of health and welfare,
wartime conditions mak*»» the closest co-operation

-------------- --------------------- «_____ _
federal and provincial authorities ^freeeetStaSv —

war tnmnr- ^*ii4**~i

~V The Federal government received the closest
co-operation from the provincial governments in the first 
National War Loan campaign.^ The Provincial Treasurers 
of all the provinces served on the National War Loan 

Committee.
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■Refugees 

The closest co-operation has been received from

the welfare departments of the provincial governments 

in working out arrangements for the reception in Canada 

of refugees and evacuated children.

5.....Air Ratil Pieufffffflons
V

^ The Department of Pensions and National Health 

is co-operating with the provinces in the provision of 

air raid precautions.

ries

/ As in peace time, close co-operation *s maintained 

betv/een the Federal departments and the provincial
r

)r i t i e s ■* Tj frf v JU**/

__jja iHâLJuBhit ftrrge-uroe s

The Department of Munitions and Supply is

receiving wal-eerne assistance and co-operation from 

provincial departments of natural resources, mines,

lands and forests, etc. in the task of mobilizing our

resources of raw materials to meet wartime needs.
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On different occasions, the Leader of the Op­

position has drawn attention to ways and means of in­

creasing the effectiveness of Canada’s war effort.

This is an aim which is shared by all honourable 

members of Parliament, By none will constructive sug­

gestions, calculated to contribute to its fulfilment, be 

welcomed more cordially than by my colleagues and myself.

The particular ways and means to this end which, 

at one time or another,were suggested by the Leader of the 

Opposition have been the enlisting of the services of ,fthe 

best men”2-

(a) In executive and administrative posts, 

particularly in those branches of government which 

have to do with the prosecution of Canada’s war effort;

(b) In an advisory capacity, where not possible 

to have their services enlisted either in whole or in 

part in executive or administrative posts;

(c) In the government itself;

By 11 the best men11 is meant, I think I may assume, 

persons whose services or advice are available, and who, all 

circumstances considered, appear best suited for the positions 

it is necessary or desirable to fill.

It has also been urged by the Leader of the Op­

position that the work of the Cabinet should be so arranged 

as to free as largely as possible from other duties, Ministers

-•>
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of the Crown who preside over those departments of govern­
ment which are primarily concerned with war activities in 
order that the time and attention of these Ministers may be 
given as exclusively as possible to a consideration of war 
policies and their effective prosecution.

A review of what, in fact, has actually been 
accomplished will make clear that it is precisely along 
these lines that from the very outset the government has been 
proceeding. We have not sought to do everything at once, 
thereby involving unwarrantable expenditure, and having, as the 
war has progressed, to undo much that should never have been 
done; or, what is worst of all, by premature action, creating 
problems and situations more difficult of solution than those 
we have been called upon to meet• Rather have we sought to 
anticipate, as far in advance as was possible, the problems 
which were certain or likely to arise in the progress of the 
war, and to prepare in advance, as far as was possible for the 
meeting of each new situation as it mi^it arise, taking, when 
the right moment came, the additional measures required to 
deal effectively with it. These additional measures to meet 
new situations as they have arisen, has involved bringing 
continuously into the service of the state and to the aid of 
the Ministry, in an executive, administrative or advisory 
capacity, available jpersons of outstanding ability and 
experience# It is on 3^7 these lines that we shall continue 
to seek to meet each new situation as it is born of the 
exigencies and demands of the war.
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In speaking on these matters, the Leader of 

the Opposition called attention to the following statement 
which I made in the course of the general elections held 
at the beginning of this years

11 With the war and its problems growing in 
intensity and magnitude, I shall seek, if we are 
returned to power, to bring to the aid of the 
ministry, in an advisory capacity, a still larger 
number of men of outstanding ability and experience 
whose services in one way or another might be made 
available to the state, and add strength to the 
administration of our policies# How best their 
services might be consolidated and used whether 
(a) in an immediate association with the war 
cabinet, or (b) with a member of the cabinet, 
intimately associated with its war activities, is 
something that I would like to consider with my 
colleagues before the next parliament reassembles•"

It will be noticed that this undertaking had 
relation to a course of procedure which had already been 
adopted, and with which the public were wholly familiar.
It was, for example, everywhere known that in organizing 
the War Supply Board, the government had been fortunate in 
securing as the chairman of that organization, Mr. Wallace 
Campbell, President of the Ford Motor Company of Canada, 
who not only was called on occasions into conference with 
the War Committee of the Cabinet, but who in addition to 
performing the duties of chief executive officer of the 
War Supply Board served throughout in an advisory capacity 
to the minister responsible for its administration. Mr# 
Campbell, at the time of his appointment as Chairman of the
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Board, was selected as Mthe best man” available at that

particular time for that particular post* The selection

was made regardless altogether of party political affiliations.

How extensively, since its return to office, the 

government has carried out the pledge given by myself in 

the course of the elections, will be apparent from the 

appointments, since made, of men of outstanding ability 

and experience to executive and administrative posts im­

mediately connected with Canadafs war effort* Of every 

person so appointed, it may be said that directly or indirectly 

he has acted not less in an advisory capacity to the minister 

of the Department concerned, than as an executive or person 

in a key position performing some important function in the 

prosecution of Canada's war effort• By advisory opinion 

thus obtained from exceptionally well informed and highly 

specialized sources, the Ministry itself has been continuously 

guided in the shaping, development and execution of its war 

policies*

How effectively the administration has been 

strengthened by enlisting the services of the particular 

persons appointed will be apparent from their names, from 

their previous associations, and from their known qualifications 

for the executive and key positions now held by than jm the 

departments concerned with war activities*
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Appointments have been made by the assignment 

to tasks, for which they possess special qualifications, 

of officials from the permanent civil service, and by 

recruitment from financial, industrial, professional, 

technical and other fields of activity, of outstanding 

persons who, because of their training, associations and 

experience, were regarded as likely to be most familiar with 

the nature of the new administrative problems which had 

to be met#

Let me now briefly review the appointments made 

since the commencement of the war# The list does not 

purport to include all appointments made, but it is, I 

believe, sufficiently representative to make clear the 

government’s determination to bring into the service of 

the State in an executive, administrative or advisory 

capacity regardless altogether of party political affili­

ations, the best available men to assist the Ministry in 

the effective prosecution of the war effort of our country#
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Department of National Defence

I shall speak first of appointments to the Depart­
ment of National Defence. They have been so arranged as to 
indicate opposite the name of the appointee, the position 
presently held by him in the department, and as well his 
business or professional affiliation at the time of appointment* 
The list speaks for itself. It discloses at a glance the impor­
tance and variety of the several positions. In most cases, the 
appropriateness of the appointment will be wholly apparent*

Name Present position Business or professional
in Department affiliation at time of

appointment
Lt. Col* Henri DesRosiers Acting Deputy Minister Vice-tresidentImperial

(Militia Service) Tobacco Co. of Canada,
Ltd,, Montreal.

Acting Deputy Minister President and General 
(Naval Service) Manager Fraser Companies

Lt* Col. K*S. Maclachlan

Lt.-Col. Goodwin Gibson

Major Basil Campbell

Arthur MaoNamara

Col. A. A. Magee

Capt. H. A. Dyde

Lt.-Col. Geo. Currie

Real Estate Advisor

Assistant to Real 
Estate Advisor

Chairman, Dependentsr 
Allowance Board

Executive Assistant 
to Minister of 
National Defence

Special Assistant to 
Minister of National 
Defence.

Executive Assistant 
to Minister of National 
Defence.

Ltd., Montreal, Edmunds- 
ton, N*3.
President and General 
Manager, Restigouche Co. 
Ltd., Campbellton, N.B.

Senior partner in firm of 
Gibson Bros. Real Estate 
Brokers, Tor onto.

President, Campbell & 
Shepherd, Limited, Con­
struction Engineers, 
Toronto.

Deputy Minister of Public 
Works and Labour, Manitoba 
Government.

President, Barclay’s Bank 
(Canada) and Director of 
several financial insti­
tutions.

Dyde & Becker, Barristers, 
Edmonton.

Partner in Macdonald, 
Currie and Company, 

Chartered Accountants, 
Montreal,
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Early In October, 1939, a Directorate of Auxiliary 

Services was set up In the Department of National Defence 

to co-ordinate and facilitate the work of the various 

agencies promoting the welfare of the men In the Service» 

Brigadier W» W. Foster, President of the Canadian 

Legion, was called upon to serve as Director, The work 

of the Auxiliary Services lias Increased with the growth 

of our armed forces and more and more^representatives 

of the voluntary organlzatlonShave come to v/ork In active 

co-operation with Service Officials in the conduct of 

this work.

Besldes^the organization had headquarters in

Canada and in each of the military districts an overseas

organization has been established at Canadian Military 

Headquarters which Includes representatives of the four 

principal voluntary organizations - The Canadian Legion, 

Y. M» C» A», Salvation Arrny^ and Knights of Columbus 

Each of these bodies also ha& representatives working 

with the First Division, The government has undertaken 

to provide the pay and expenses of a portion of these 

overseas workers»
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It will be recalled that very shortly after 

the general elections a third Acting Deputy Minister 

was appointed to the Department of National Defence.

This appointment had relation particularly to

development of the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan. 

The goverment was fortunate in securing for this 

important post the services of Mr. James S. Duncan, Vice- 

President and General Manager of Massey Harris Limited, 

Toronto, one of the best known and ablest industrial 

executives in Canada. Mr. Duncan’s appointment was made 

on April the 11th.

On May the 22nd, Parliament authorized the 

establishment of a separate Ministry of National Defence 

for Air and, on the day following, the Honourable C. G. 

Power was sworn in as Minister of the now department.

Since that date, the administrative staff of

the Department of National Defence for Air has been further 

strengthened by the following appointments:
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(Department of National Defence for Air)
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Name
Present position 

in Department

Business, Professional 
or other affiliation at 
time of appointment.

Terence Sheard Executive Assistant 
to the Deputy 
Minister.

Assistant General 
Manager of the National 
Trust Company, Toronto.

J. L. Apedaile Inspector of 
Accounts, Civil 
Flying Schools.

Partner of Cole, 
Apedaile & Company, 
Chartered Accountants, 
Montreal.

S. D. Armour Contracts Officer, 
Civil Flying 
Schools.

Banker,
Georgeville, que.

J.ÏÏ.G. Clark Director of 
Public Delations.

Director of Cockfield, 
Brown Company, 
Advertising Agency, 
Toronto.

I. N. Smith Assistant Director Assistant General 
of Public Relations, Manager and Secretary-

Treasurer, Ottawa 
Journal.

W. J. MacDonald Head of Statistical Senior Partner Millar,
and Records Branch MacDonald & Co., Chartered

Accountants, Winnipeg.

G. N. Black Assistant to Head Comptroller, Western 
of Statistical and Breweries Co., Winnipeg 
Records Branch
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(Department of National Defence for Air)
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Name
Present position 

in Department
Business, Professional 
or other affiliation at 
time of appointment.

H. G. Norman Special Assistant Partner of Price, Water
to Deputy Minister house & Co., Chartered

Accountants, Montreal.

H. G. Colebrook Executive Assistant
in charge of 
Engineering and 
Supply

Director and General 
Merchandising Manager 
of Robert Simpson Co., 
Toronto.



DEPARTMENT OF MUNITIONS AND SUPPLY

I shall refer a little later on to the genesis 
and evolution of the Department of Munitions and Supply 
from a purchasing board, associated before the war, with 
the Department of Finance and later, at the commencement of 
the war, as a War Supply Board under the supervision of 
the Minister of Transport, to the present full-fledged 
Department of Munitions and Supply* For the moment, it is 
sufficient for me to recall that the Department Itself was 
duly established on April the 9th, at which date the existing 
organization of the War Supply Board was absorbed into the 
new Department of Munitions and Supply* In no branch of 
the public service has need for rapid expansion and the 
enlistment of services of able executives and persons 
possessed of special lmowledge been greater than in that 
concerned with the production of munitions and other war 
supplies* The services of a large proportion of those at 
present in these positions have been enlisted since the new 
department took over the work of the V/ar Supply Board*

The Administrative Staff of the Department of 
Munitions and Supply is, like other departments, presided 
over by a Deputy Minister*
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Thero is, as well, an Executive Committee of 

7 members. This Committee might be compared to a small 
cabinet concerned exclusively with war supply. It meets 
from day to day; considers and decides upon matters of policy 
with respect to production of munitions and other war supplies 
as wellas upon the best methods of carrying out policies 
already determined.

The department is divided into a Purchasing Branch, 
a Construction Branch and a number of Production Branches for 
Aircraft, Shipbuilding, Munitions and Gauges and Chemicals 
and Explosives.

For the mobilization of supplies of raw materials 
Controllers of Metals , Timber, Oil and Steel have been 
appointed. These Controllers act not only Individually but 
collectively constitute a War Industries Control Board within 
the department.

On the Administrative side the Deputy Minister is 
assisted by the Comptroller and Secretary and the officials 
of his Branch.

A Branch of the department is also being organized 
for economic research and planning required in order to 
maintain a constant and uninterrupted development of ever- 
increasing quantities of the materials of war.

The department has a labour Liaison Officer and 
Liaison Officers in New York and London.
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Beyond the department itself, several non-profit 

making private organizations, fully owned by the government, 

have been set up to carry on special phases of the work. 

Speaking in the House on June the 14th, the Minister of 

Munitions and Supply explained the purpose of these companies 

as follows:

11 It has been found utterly impossible to 
assemble in Ottawa a sufficient staff to handle all 
the multiplicity of undertakings that the department 
has in hand at the present time. The act provides 
that certain government owned and controlled companies 
shall be established and headed by business men 
chosen by the government who will be able to carry 
on certain operations as companies rather than as 
part of a departmental staff.*1

Each of these companies is being or will be administered

by a Board of Directors, chosen from outstanding business

men and industrialists.

At the present time within the Department 

of Munitions and Supply there are, besides those who are 

connected with these government owned companies, some 65 

persons serving in key positions or as departmental heads, 

of which number 10 are outstanding permanent civil servants.

A list of departmental heads and key men in 

the Department of Munitions and Supply was placed on Hansard 

by the Minister, on June the 20th. The names of the persons 

whose services have been classified in relation to their 

present position and pre-war occupation are as follows:



DEPARTMENT OF MUNITIONS AND
SUPPLY

NAME

G. K. Shells

W. C . Woodward

R. P. Bell

Henry Borden, K. C 

W. A. Harrison

R. A. C. Henry

G. W. Scott 

E. P. Taylor

A. J. Martin

L. R. Thomson

PRESENT POSITION 
IN DEPARTMENT

BUSINESS OR PROFESSIONAL 
AFFILIATIONS AT TIME OF 

 APPOINTMENT

Deputy Minister Asst. General Manager, 
General Steel Wares 
Ltd. Toronto.

Chairman,
Executive CornmAW.

President, Woodward 
Stores Ltd. Vancouver,
B. C.

Member, Exec'C Gv‘v‘ Director, Pickfords 
Black, Limited, Halifax 
and other Companies.

It If ft

It ft ft

ff It ft

It ft It

It It ft

Acting Secretary

Secretary & 
Comptroller

Barrister, Toronto.

Managing Director, 
Estabrooks Ltd.
Saint John, N.B.

General Manager, 
Beauharnois Power Corp. 
Montreal.

Chartered Accountant, 
Montreal.

President, Canadian 
Breweries Ltd.; Honey 
Dew, Ltd.: Orange Crush 
Ltd., Toronto.

President, General Sky- 
craft Ltd. Montreal.

Consulting Engineer, 
Montreal.



NAME

A. S. Tindale 

J. P. Pettigrew

Y/. D. Low 

J. deM. Kennedy 

J. B. Carswell

C. A. Banks

H. B. Chase

W. F. Drysdale

V/. S. Lecky 

Dr. C. A. Robb

J. R. Donald

A. F. McCall

- 2

PRESENT POSITION 
IN DEPARTMENT

Ass’t. Sec’y and 
Comptroller

Exec. Assistant 
to Deputy Minister

it it »?

Legal Department

New York Liaison 
Officer

London Liaison 
Officer

Labour Liàison

Director of Production, 
Munitions and Gauges.

Assistant-Munitions

Assistant - 
Gauges

Director of Production, 
Chemicals and Explo­
sives.
Assistant
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BUSINESS OR PROFES­
SIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
AT TIME OF APPOINT TÎNT

Chartered Accountant, 
Toronto.

General Manager, 
Windsor Fisher Ltd. 
Montreal.

Purchasing Agent,
C. N. R., Montreal.

Barrister, Solicitor, 
Toronto.

President, Burlington 
Steel Co., Hamilton.

Managing Director, 
Bulolo Gold Dredging 
Ltd.

Canadian Vice-Presiden1 
Brotherhood of Loco­
motive Engineers.

Vice-President, 
Montreal Locomotive 
Works.

Manager, Hojman’s 
Machines, Montreal.

Professor Mechanical 
Engineering, Univer­
sity of Alberta.

J. R. Donald Co., 
Montreal.

Director, Drummond 
McCall & Co. Ltd., 
Montreal.
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NAME

Dr. J. H. Ross

W. J. Sanderson

W. S. Goodeve 

J. T. Asquith

J. C. Ruse

A. K. Tylee, O.B.E.

D. Stairs

E. P. Murphy

L. C. Jacobs

D. B. Carswell

G. Ogilvie

PRESENT POSITION 
IN DEPARTMENT

Assistant

Director of Pro­
duction, Aircraft

Asst.-Executive

Asst.-England

Asst.-Raw 
Materials

Asst.-Building

Director of Con­
struction, 
Defence Projects

Assistant

Assistant

Director of 
Shipbuilding

Director of Plant 
Survey and 
Production
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BUSINESS OR PROFESSIONAL 
AFFILIATIONS AT TIME OF 

APPOINTMENT

Director, Forest Products 
Laboratory, Montreal.

President, Fleet Aircraft 
Ltd. Fort Erie, Ont.

Motor and Coach Co. Ltd.

Export Sales Manager, 
British Machine Tool Co.

Contractor, Diamond 
Drilling and Exploration

Ex-Air Commodore,
R. C . A • F.

Chief Engineer, Mon­
treal Construction 
Co. Ltd.

Construction Engineer, 
Department of 
Transport

Engineer, Montreal 
Power Corporation of 
Canada.

Marine Superintendent, 
Department of Trans­
port.

Department of 
National Defence.
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NAME

A. T. J. Watts

I. P. D. Mallcin

J. Eaton

L. L. Price

D. P. Buckley

T. A. McCormick

W. J. Atkinson

C. P. Morrison

E. S. Hoare

PRESENT POSITION 
IN DEPARTMENT

Assistant

Director of 
Purchases

General Purchasing 
Agent

Asst• General Pur­
chasing Agent

Aircraft Section

Barrack Stores 
Section

Fuel, Paints Section

Machinery, Tools

Naval Stores

BUSINESS OR PROFESSIONAL 
AFFILIATIONS AT TIME OF 

APPOINTMENT

Department of National 
Defence

Director of Y,r. H. 
Malkin & Co., B. C. 
Packers and other com­
panies, Vancouver, B.C.

Asst, to General 
Purchasing Agent, C.P.R.

Purchasing Agent, C.N.R. 
Montreal.

Department of National 
Defence.

Purchasing Agent, 
Canada Creosoting Co.

Purchasing Agent, C.N.R. 
Toronto.

Radio Department,
C. N. R.

Department of National 
Defence.

G. A. Briggs Clothing Department of National 
Defence.



NAME

- 4A-
PRESENT POSITION
IN DEPARTMENT

D 38535 \/£BUSINESS OR PROFESSIONAL 
AFFILIATIONS AT TIMEOF APPOINTMENT

W. E. Wilford Food Commissary Purchasing
Agent, C.N.R, Toronto.

C. B. Doheney Mechanical Transport Purchasing Agent,
C.N.R. Toronto.

C. E. We Morshead Building Supplies Purchasing Agent, C.N.R.
A. P. Labelle Medical Wholesale Drug Supplies,
F. E. Wood Cost Investigation National Steel Car Corp.

Cost Accountant.
W. G, McEacharn Personnel Post Office Department,
B. S. Liberty Transport Controller C.N.R.
We Lauclilan Treasury Liaison Officer Chief Treasury Office, 

Department of Finance,
R« Thomson Publicity Public Relations Counsel, 

Montreal.
He G, Caldwell Statistics Professor Queen’s University
B, G* Mackenzie Assistant R.A.C.Henry Consultant Economist

W. J. Neville Files, Mail and 
Messenger Service Canadian Pacific Railway, Montreal.

Je A. Marsh Contract Inves­
tigator M.P. and General Purchasing 

Agent, Canadian Porcelain Co. 
Hamilton.

A. R, Gilchrist Overseas Accounting North End Motors Ltd.,
Office Manager.

A. Davis Technical Consultant 
leather President, Davis Leather Co., 

Newmarket.
Fe C. Mechin Petroleum General Manager, Imperial Oil 

Refineries Ltd., Montreal.
C. W. Sherman Steel President, Dominion

Foundries Ltd., Hamilton.



NAME
PRESENT POSITION 

IN DEPARTMENT

D38536
BUSINESS OR PROFESS­
IONAL AFFILIATIONS 
AT TIME OF APPOINTMENT

He D» Scully 

G* C# Bateman

H. R. McMillan

Geo. R. Cottrelle

S. W. Falrweather

Controller -Steel 

M - Metals

Economic Adviser

Commissioner of Customs

President, Canadian 
Institute of Mining and 
Metallurgical Engineer­
ing Institute, Toronto.

President, H.R.McMi11an 
Export Co. Vancouver.

Director, Canadian Bank 
of Commerce.

Director Bureau of 
Economics.

The government owned and controlled non­

profit making private organizations set up to carry on special 

phases of the work of production of munitions and other v/ar 

supplies are the following:
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OPERATING COMPANIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MUNITIONS

AND SUPPLY

The Citadel Merchandising Company Limited:

This Company is concerned with ensuring the supply 
of machine tools and other equipment essential 
to war industry.

The Officers are;

President - Thomas Arnold - Chairman, Manitoba Steel 
Foundries Ltd.

Vice-President - L. J. Belnap - President, Consolidated 
Paper Corp. Ltd#

Directors : - J. D. Johnson - President, Canada Cement 
Co. Ltd.

i o Gravel - Director, Bell Telephone 
Co. of Canada.

- F. K. Morrow - Director, Ogilvie Flour 
Mills Co. Ltd#

The Federal Aircraft Limited:

This Company has been organized to coordinate 
the output of all parts and to expedite the 
production of the Anson Training Aircraft.

The Officers are;

President

Gen. Manager

Treasurer

Directors:

of National Life Assurance Co. 
and other companies•

- R. P. Bell - Director, Pickfords
Black, Ltd. Halifax and 
other companies•

- R. J. Moffett - Chief Aeronautical Eng­
ineer of Canadian Vickers.

- F. L. Jeckel - Montreal Manager of Hardy
and Badden, Chartered 
Accountants.

- Sidney Dawes - President of the Atlas Co.
nstruction Co. Montreal.

- Blair Gordon - President, Dominion
Textile Co#

- Russell Smith - Canadian Industries Ltd#
- Allan Aitken - Price Bros, à Co. Directa
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Another company has been organized of which, as yet, 

no public announcement has been made,which will be knov/n as 

The Allied Supplies Limited» This company v/ill be concerned 

with administration of the munitions and explosives programme 

undertaken on behalf of the British Government and of any 

joint British-Canadian developments which may be assigned 

to it#

The Officers will be:

Chairman - Hon. C. A# Dunning - An ex-Minister of
Finance in the federal 
government#

- Howard Smith Paper Co# 
Montreal, (President 
Canadian Manufacturers * 
Association)•

- President, Otis Fensom 
Elevator Co«Hamilton 
(An ex-president of 
Canadian Manufacturers* 
Association)•

President and Managing 
Director of Banque 
Canadienne Nationale 
(Past President of 
Canadian Bankers* 
Association)•

President of Noranda 
Mines, Ltd. and other 
companies,

- Managing Director of 
Acadia Sugar Refinery 
Co. Ltd. Halifax#

- President of Steel Co# 
of Canada, Montreal#

- President and General 
Manager of Ingersoll 
Machine & Tool Co.Ltd#

and Vice-President & Gen. Manager 
Morrow Screw & Nail Co.Ingersoll f

President - Harold Crabtree

Directors: - W. D. Black

Beaudry Leman

J • Y. Murdoch

D. R. Turnbull

R. H. McMaster

E. A. Wilson



D38539 03)

It will be observed that the lists of persons 

I have quoted contain the names of many whose names, from 

one source or another, have been mentioned as those of 

individuals whose presence in the Cabinet might be expected 

to add to the effectiveness of Canada’s war effort, I 

submit that in the positions in which the services of the 

persons cited have been enlisted their opportunity to be 

of service to the State and effectively to aid the 

Ministry (all circumstances considered) is relatively greater 

than it might be expected to be were they members of the 

Ministry itself.



DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE
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The appointments I have mentioned thus 

far have been in the departments immediately concerned 

with military defence. In the administration of the 

departments and agencies concerned with matters of 

economic defence and internal security, the government 

has likewise enlisted the services of equally representative 

groups of outstanding and specially qualified persons.

For instances

In the Department of Finance, the 

executive staff has been strengthened by the appointment 

of Professor W. A. Mackintosh, Head of the Department of 

Political and Economic Science of Queen’s University, as 

special assistant to the Minister. But much more than 

in the work of the department itself, the services and 

counsel of business and professional men have been sought 

in connection with the organization and direction of 

campaigns for nationally offered war loans and the sale 

of War Savings Certificates, and in the vital and highly 

specialized work of the Foreign Exchange Control Board#
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WAR LOAN AND WAR SAVINGS CAMPAIGNS

To direct the campaign for the first publicly

offered war loan, a National War Loan Committee was set

up under the Chairmanship of the Minister of Finance*

Serving on it were five former Ministers of Finance:

Sir Thomas White 
Sir Henry Drayton 
Honourable C.A. Dunning 
Right Honourable R* E* Bennett, and 
Honourable E* W* Rhodes.

In addition were the Provincial Treasurers of all nine 

Provinces* In order to give the Committee as broadly 

representative a character as possible some 225 prominent 

people in all the provinces of Canada were added to the 

membership*

To direct the more purely technical aspect of 

the campaign, a National Subscription Committee of men 

connected with the securities business was set up under 

the Chairmanship of Honourable C* A* Dunning*

In the campaign for the sale of War Savings 

Certificates, the government has similarly availed itself 

of the services of prominent business and professional men* 

A National War Savings Committee was set up of 

which Mr. W. H* Somerville, General Manager of the 

Mutual Life Assurance Company of Canada, and Mr* de 

Gaspe Beaubien, a Consulting Engineer of Montreal, and a
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Director of several Industrial Companies, were appointed 
^0B Joint-Chairmen, provincial Chairmen were selected as 
follows:

British Columbia
Alberta
Saskatchewan
Manitoba
Ontario
Quebec
New Brunswick 
Nova Scotia 
Prince Ed. island

- Christopher Spencer, Vancouver
- John Burns, Calgary
- W. Gre Yule, Regina
- Ee J. Tarr, K*C., Winnipeg
- R, Ve LeSueur, Toronto
- Napoleon Chare st, Montreal
- George E. Barbour, Saint John
- We K. McKean, Halifax
- Edmund T« Higgs, Charlottetown,



FOREIGN EXCHANGE CONTROL BOARD

Early in September, a Foreign Exchange Control 
Board was set up consisting of senior members of the 

public service and officers of the Bank of Canada. The 

purpose of the Board has been that of setting up a com­

plete system of exchange control, thus to conserve our 

financial resources and supplies of foreign exchange, 

and to prevent the dissipation of wp capital into 

speculative or other unessential uses abroad. Working 

in close association with the Bank of Canada, the Board 

has achieved its purposes with complete efficiency. Its 

task has been growing ever greater and more complex. To 

assist the nucleus of officials from the Bank of Canada, 

the Board has secured the services of an ever increasing 

number of highly trained men from the fields of business 

and finance. I may make brief mention of some of these.

In addition to 20 employees of the Bank of Canada

whose services have been lent to the Board on a full-time

basis, the chartered bankj have provided the services of

20 officials including F. R. MacLean of the Dominion Bank,

G. Catherwood of the Royal Bank, and E. C. Winrow of the 
A A
Bank of Montreal. Some 30 chartered accountants have been 

lent to the Board by their employers on a full-time basis, 

and an additional 15 to do investigational part-time work 

in the commercial section in the summer months.
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Name

Five experienced securities dealers assist in

the work of the Securities Section, Apart from the
WÂihead of the General Section, other lawyers are engaged 

in its work#

The following a representative list of the

executives who have come to assist in the direction of 

the work of the Board:

present position
on Board________ Former position

C# K. Highmoor Chief of Foreign Ex- Asst• Superintendent,
change Section Foreign Dept, of Canadian

Bank of Commerce#

A. McD# McBain

Me W, Mackenzie

D. R. A. Walker

W. D, Matthews 

A, Me Campbell 

Douglas Dewar

Andre Gervais

Public relations 
officer

Manager of Foreign 
Relations Dept,, Bank of 
Nova Scotia#

Chief of Commercial 
Section

Chief of Securities 
Section

Partner in McDonald, 
Currie, etc., Chartered 
Accountants, Montreal,

Associated with Wood, Gundy 
and Co, Ltd., Investment 
Dealers, Toronto,

Chief of General 
Section

Advisor on matters 
affecting insurance

Barrister, with Wills, Bickle 
and Cayley, Toronto#

Associate Actuary 
Sun Life Assurance Co#

Head of Vancouver 
Office

Former senior partner 
in Peal, Marwick and Mitchell 
Chartered Accountants,
New York.

Chief of Commercial 
Section, Montreal 
Branch

Chartered Accountant 
with Roland Levesque 
et Cie .. Montreal#
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WARTIME PRICES AND TRADE BOARD

Upon the outbreak of war, immediate concern 

was shown by the government to prevent the disastrous 

rise in prices which so seriously dislocated the 

Canadian economy in the last war. On September 3rd, 

the government established the Wartime Prices and 

Trade Board, and invested it with extensive powers 

to prevent hoarding, profiteering and undue rise in 

prices of necessities. The Board itself is composed 

entirely of outstanding permanent officials under 

the Chairmanship of Mr. Hector McKinnon, who is also 
Chairman of the Tariff Board.

The complete list of the officials and administrators

appointed from outside the public service is as follows ;



Nam©

K# W# Taylor 

Hubert Kemp 

J• LI# MacDonald

H# D# Anger

David C. Dick

Harry Brown

We P# Walker

S» R, Noble

He Je Hobbins

Maurice Samson

Je McGregor
Stewart, KeCe

Present position 
on board

Secretary

Economic Adviser

Economic Adviser

Solicitor of 
Board•

V/ool Administrator

Technical Adviser 
to Wool Adminis­
trator e

Economic Adviser to 
Wool Administrator

Sugar Administrator

Technical Adviser to 
Sugar Administrator.

Hides and Leather 
Administrât or

Coal Administrator

D 38546 'S
Former position

Professor of Economics, 
McMaster University#

Professor of Economics, 
University of Toronto#

Head of Department of 
Commerce, University of 
Manitoba#

Barrister of firm Elliot, 
Hume, McKague, and Anger, 
Toronto •

Manufacturer ; President, 
Cobourg Dying Co# Ltd#,
C ob our g, On tar io .

Retired textile expert, 
formerly Superintendent 
of the Rosamond Woollen 
Mills, Almonte, Ont#

Comptroller of York 
Knitting Co#, Toronto#

Assistant General Manager 
Royal Bank of Canada, 
Montreal, Que#

Sugar Broker

Chartered Accountant of 
the firm of Samson,
Knight Sc Company, 70 I
St# Peter St., Quebec,P#Q#

Barrister of the firm of 
Stewart, Smith, McKeen 
Sc Rogers, Halifax, N.S#
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

An Agricultural Supplies Board has been 

set up within the Department of Agriculture to help 

meet the extraordinary problems for our agricultural 

economy created by the ware

Other wartime bodies within the Department 

are The Bacon Board, which was set up to implement and 

direct Canadian fulfilment of the important bacon 

agreement with the United Kingdom, and a Dairy Products 

Board which was created to supervise the whole question of 

the production and marketing of dairy products• There 

is also an Advisory Committee to the Bacon Board but 

this, unlike the two just mentioned, possesses no 

executive powers.

To assist these Boards in the conduct of 

their duties, the government has enlisted the services 

of specially qualified persons from outside the permanent 

service# The Department of Agriculture has obtained the 

full-time services of Professor S# R# N# Hodgins of Macdonald 

College, Montreal, as Secretary of the Agricultural 

Supplies Board, of Mr# D# J# Perry, Transportation Officer 

of Canada Packers, Montreal, as Transportation Specialist
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for the ^acon Board, of G. J. Servais, Packing House

z
Accountant of Toronto as Accountant of the Bacon Board 

tw\
and of xW# E# Bosnell, the Plant Superintendent of Canada 

Packers, Toronto, as Technical Adviser.

The part-time services of the following 

persons have also been enlisted by the department:

Name
Present position 
in department Former position

Hon. J.G. Taggart Chairman, Bacon Bd. Minister of Agri- 
culture, Sa skat chewan

S. W. Todd Member, Bacon Board Industrial & Develop­
ment Council,
Canadian Meat Packers

L. C. McOuat Member, Bacon Board General Agriculture 
Agent, C.P.R.

Adrien Morin Member, Bacon Board Chief, Live Stock 
Branch, Department 
of Agriculture,
Quebec#

John Freeman Member,Dairy Board President of Lovell 
& Christmas (Canada) 
Ltd. Exporters of 
Dairy Products, 
Montreal•

J. F. Desmarais Member, Dairy Board President of Co­
operative Federee, 
Quebec, Montreal#
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DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Several of the wartime boards and agencies

under the Department of the Secretary of State are ad- 
a

ministered by/well known person from outside the Government 

Service, Dr* H* M. Tory, retired former President of 

the National Research Council has been serving as Director 

of the Technical Section of the Voluntary Service Regis­

tration Bureau. The services of Brigadier-General E* 

deB* Panet, Chief of the Department of Investigation of 

the C* P* R* have been secured as Director of Internment 

Operations•

To organize the Public Information Office the 

government first secured the services of Mr* Walter S* 

Thompson, Director of Public Relations for the C*N*R*

Upon Mr* Thompson’s retirement, because of the impairment 

of his health, he was succeeded by Mr* G. H* Lash as 

Director, and Mr* Claude Melancon, as Associate Director, 

both of whom had been associated with Mr. Thompson in the 

C. N. R..

Mr. W. Gordon Gunn, barrister, Winnipeg, is serving 

as the Administrator of the War Charities Act. Mr. T. 

Laidlaw, the Dean of Manitoba Law School, and Mr. V* C. 

MacDonald, Dean of the Dalhousie Law School, are both giving 

their services during their summer absence from their schools 

in connection with special work under the Custodian of Enemy 

Property.



Departments of Trade and Commerce and Transport

In the Department of Trade and Commerce 
Mr. À. W. L* MacCallum has been appointed Director of 
Shipping, serving as Executive Officer of the Canadian 
Shipping Board* Mr. UacCallum formerly was Manager of 
the Shipping Federation of Canada, Inc., of Montreal.

A similar outstanding appointment has been 
made in the Department of Transport of Mr. T. C.

***■•y£«r~» f'Lockwood as Transport Controller^ kmpfaig supervision 
over the v/hole question of priority of movement with 
regard to war needs. Mr* Lockwood was formerly General 
Freight Traffic Manager of the Cunard 7/hite Star Line, 
Montreal.
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ENLISTING THE SERVICES OF "BEST MEN11 IN ADVISORY

CAPACITY 

I have referred thus far to enlisting in the 
government service, in executive and administrative 
positions, the best available persons from the business 
and professional world. I come now to the suggested 
means of increasing the effectiveness of Canada1s war 
effort by enlisting the services of the best available 
persons in an advisory capacity where not possible to 
have their services enlisted either in whole or in part 
in executive or administrative posts.

In considering specific problems the government 
has not hesitated to seek the advice and co-operation 
of existing organizations and bodies known to be 
conversant with phases of the work concerned. In addition, 
a number of Advisory Boards and Committees have been 
specially organized to aid Ministers and war agencies by 
advice based upon practical experience. In each of these 
advisory bodies an effort has been made to secure as 
representative a group as possible of duly qualified 
persons. I may mention, briefly, a few of these - some 
specially created to meet the war situation, others 
organized bodies already established.



OTHER ADVISORY AGENCIES D 33552
As an example of the advice and co-operation 

of existing Canadian bodies sought in connection with 
the solution of specific problems arising out of war-time 
administration, I might mention the conferences between 
officials of the Dominion government, representatives 
of the various Provincial governments, and the officers 
of qualified voluntary organizations, with respect to 
the questions of the immigration of refugees and the 
movement of evacuated children to Canada from the United 
Kingdom and elsewhere. Special mention should be made 
in this connection of the helpful co-operation of the 
officers of the Canadian Welfare Committee and of the 
Canadian National Committee on Refugees,

In the work done so far by officials of the 
Department of Pensions and National Health upon air raid 
precautions, the collaboration of the provincial authorities 
in the coastal provinces has been obtained and, as well, 
the full co-operation and advice of the St. John Ambulance 
Brigade and Association, The Department, in its health 
activities related to the war effort, has also secured 
the co-operation of all public health forces of the Dominion 
acting through the Dominion,Council on Health, This Council 
is made up of the chief health officers of all the provinces



DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR
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The government has recognized from the outset 

the importance of meriting and obtaining the whole-hearted 

co-operation of labour in the development of Canada's war 

effort. It has recently given concrete expression to this 

recognition by the declaration of certain principles for 

the regulation of labour conditions now embodied in an 

Order in Council,

Recently there has been created a National 

Labour Supply Council. The purpose of this council is 

to bring to the Minister of the Department advice from 

qualified representatives of labour and of industry upon 

all matters touching the supply of labour for war industries.

The Chairman of the National Labour Supply Council 

is Mr, A, J, Hills, Chief of Personnel of the Canadian 

National Railways, The Secretary is Mr. Humphrey Mitchell, 

a former member of this House of Commons and for some time 

past a permanent official of the Department of Labour.

The Council itself is composed of five representatives 

of Labour and five of industrial employers, with an 

alternate for each.

The membership is as follows:
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Representatives of labour:

Representative
3. J. Talion, Ottawa, ■ 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Trades 
and Labor Congress of Canada,

J. W. Bruce,
General Organizer for Canada for 
the United Association of Journey­
men, Plumbers, Gas Fitters and 
Steamfitters Helpers,

James Somerville,
Canadian General Vice-President, 
International Association of 
Machinists.

Alternate

A. D’Aoust, Canadian Vice- 
President of the Inter­
national Brotherhood of 
Paper Makers,

Fred Molineaux, Canadian 
General Organizer, Inter­
national Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and 
Paper Hangers of America.

Tom Moore, Ottawa, Presi­
dent of the Trades and 
Labor Congress of Canada.

A. R. Mosher, Ottawa,
President of the All Canadian 
Congress of Labor.

Alfred Charpentier, Montreal, 
President of the Confederation 
of Catholic Workers of Canada.

C. R. Millard, Director 
of the Steel Workers 
Organizing Committee.

Maurice Doran, Montreal 
Vice-President of the 
Confederation.

Representatives of employers:

Representative Alternate------------ Mining Industry ————
J. H. Stovol, Incoming President, R. A. Bryce, Past President, 
Ontario Mining Association & Ontario Mining Association,
General Manager, Dome Mines Ltd., President Macassa Mines, 
South Porcupine Kirkland Lake, Ontario.

Canadian Chamber of Commerce

Allan M. Mitchell,
Robert Mitchell Co. Ltd., 
Montreal, Quebec.

D. P. Cruickshank, 
President, Steel Equipment 
Company, Ottawa, Ontario.



Canadian Manufacturersf
We C, Coulter,
Past President, C,M.A, 
President, Coulter Copper & 
Brass Coe, Toronto, Ontario,
C • IT# Lioisan,
President, Standard Paper Box 
Co., Montreal, Quebec,

Canadian Construction
Je M. Pigott,
Pigott Construction Co., 
Hamilton, Ontario,
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Association

W, H. McIntyre, 
Vice-President, Ottawa Car 
& Aircraft Co., Ottawa, Ont.

Louis Armstrong, 
Consolidated Paper Corpor­
ation, Montreal, Quebec.

Association
Albert Deschamps, 
General Contractor, 
Montreal, Quebec,
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Associatèd with the work of the Department 
of Transport are two advisory boards set up to recommend 
as to compensation for owners of vessels which have been 
requisitioned; one board for the Pacific coast and one 
for the Great Lakes, St. Lawrence River and Atlantic Coast.

Chairman for the Pacific coast region is Honourable 
Justice Dennis Murphy of the Supreme Court of British 
Columbia.

Chairman for the Great Lakes, St. Lav/re nee River 
and Atlantic coast region is Honourable Justice M. B. 
Archibald of the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia.
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In the Department of Agriculture an Advisory 
Committee to the Bacon Board has been set up to bring 
to the operations of the Board the benefit of the advice 
of a group of men representative of producers and of the 
packing industry. This Advisory Committee is without a 
chairman of its own and holds its meetings in conjunction 
with those of the Bacon Board itself.

Its members are :

ïï. J. Held

H. Wilson

John Harrold 
Joseph Bisson

K. N. El. Llorrison

F. H. Downing 

John Burns 

J. H. Tapley

Formerly associated with the 
P.E.I. Department of Agri­
culture .
Well-known hog producer in 
Western Ontario.
Hog producer of Alberta.
Connected with the co-operative 
marketing of livestock in the 
Province of Quebec.
General Manager of First Co­
operative Packers of Ontario, 
Limited.
Manager of Canadian Livestock 
Co-operative (Western) Limited.
President of Burns Packing 
Company of Calgary.
General Manager of Swift & 
Company, Toronto.
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D^PARTL-ISMT OF FISHERIES

Two committees have been formed to be associated 
with the Department of Fisheries in an advisory capacity.

A <7ar Time Fisheries Advisor./ Board has been 
appointed to consider the whole question of the marketing 
of Canadian fish. Its personnel has been chosen to give 
representation to men with practical experience in both 
our Atlantic and Pacific fisheries.

Chairman: J*. J, Cowie 
A. H. Brittain

Louis T. Blais

II. G. Connor

W. H. Smith

T. R. Clouston 
A. Neil McLean

Col. J. W. Nicholls

A. L. Hager

Major Hugh A. Green

Official of the Department
Past President of Canadian 
Fisheries Association, Montreal.
President, Louis T. Blais, Ltd., 
and President, St. Lawrence Sea 
Products Company, Quebec.
President, Maritime National 
Fish Limited, Halifax, N.S.
President, Lunenburg Sea 
Products, Lunenburg, N.S.
General Sea Foods Ltd., Halifax.
President, Connors Bros. Limited, 
Black’s Harbor, N.B.
Canadian Fish and Cold Storage 
Company, Prince Rupert, B.C.
President, Canadian Fishing 
Company, Limited, Vancouver.
Coastal Fisheries, Ltd., Montreal 
and director of fish supplies 
for Canadian army during the 
first Great War.
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W. George Akins Publicity Agent, Toronto
F. W# Wallace Editor of Canadian 

Fisherman, and supervisor 
of fish division of the 
Canada Food Board during 
the first Great War.

Advisory Committee to the Lobster Controller

The dissolution of markets has necessitated<x
the appointment of.Controller who will have supervision 
over the entire field of production and marketing of 
canned lobster. In the initial stages, Dr. D. B. Finn, 
Deputy Minister of the Department of Fisheries, is 
serving as Controller; but to assist him, an Advisory 
Committee of men immediately concerned with this problem 
has been appointed. The Committee, chosen to give rep­
resentation both to the fishermen and to the lobster 
canning industry, consists

/ G. S. Lee of Halifax
^•—Bert Mclnerney of Halifax^

W. H. Tidmarch of Charlottetown
.Emile Paturel of Shediac
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I should not like to conclude this portion of 

the review of the services given in an advisory and 
practical manner by existing organizations, associations 
and individuals without making special mention of what 
might be spoken of as war-time co-operation extended on 
the part of the Provinces of Canada.

I have already indicated wherein the federal 
government received the closest co-operation from the 
provincial governments in the first National War Loan 
campaign. As mentioned, the Provincial Treasurers of all 
the provinces served on the National War Loan Committee.

Also, as just mentioned, the closest co-operation 
has been received from the welfare departments of the 
provincial governments in working out arrangements for 
the receptjon in Canada of refugees and evacuated children#and 

as mentioned,the Department of Pensions and National Health 
is co-operating with the provinces in the provision of 
air raid precautions.

The Department of Munitions and Supply is 
receiving valuable assistance and co-operation from 
provincial departments of natural resources, mines, lands 
and forests, etc., in the task of mobilizing our resources 
of raw materials to meet wartime needs.

As in peace time, close co-operation is maintained 
between the Federal departments and the provincial authorities
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In the departments of Agriculture and Fisheries#
In the field of health and welfare, war-time 

conditions have made more essential than ever the 
closest co-operation between federal and provincial 
authorities.

In peace time, the primary responsibility for 
public order and the administration of justice rests 
with the provinces. It has been recognized, however, 
that in time of war, a share of this responsibility 
must necessarily be assumed by the federal government#
This has not relieved the provinces of their constitutional 
function but it has served to emphasize the need for the 
closest co-operation between the provincial police and 
law enforcement agencies, on the one hand, and the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police and the Department of Justice 
on the other.

In these and other ways, the federal administration 
has been materially aided by the governments ofnthe several 
provinces in the successful prosecution of Canada's war 
effort.
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INCREASING THE EFFICIENCY OF THE CABINET

I oome now to means of increasing the efficiency 

of the Cabinet, other than those of enlisting the services 

of the best available persons in executive and adminis­

trative positions or in an advisory relationship to 

individual ministers. In other words, I come to the 

Cabinet itself, and here I wish to speak first of the 

plan of war organization within the Cabinet and later of 

Cabinet responsibility and personnel.

Canada’s war effort has been, from the first, and 

will continue to be organized and directed by the Cabinet. 

From the outset, the work of the Cabinet has been so 

organized as to permit of immediate and effective direction 

of the various activities, and at the same time to ensure 

their complete coordination. For the most effective con­

duct of that effort, the Cabinet itself has been organized 

into appropriate committees, each charged with responsib­

ilities in specific spheres of activity.
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Cabinet Committees and Related Agoncios.

Prior to the war, there had boon established 

a Committee of the Cabinet especially appointed to 

consider matters of dofonco.

When the war broke out, and it became necessary 

to view the problems of war in relation one to the other, 

and as a whole, in order the bettor to coordinate the 

work of the government, to prevent duplication of effort, 

and to promote efficiency, special committees of the 

Cabinet were formed in relation to the several problems 

of major concern.

As a supervisory body in a position to view the 

war effort as a whole, an Emergency Council was appointed 

with an immediate relationship to the work of the several 

governmental committees. At the outset, this Emergency 

Council was composed of senior mombers of the Cabinet, 

Amongst other duties, it took over those 6f the Defence 

Committee established prior to the war. As occasion has 

since required, its personnel has boon altered or in­

creased to include the ministers whoso dopartments are 

especially concerned with the war effort. In an early re­

organization, its namo was changed. It has since boon 

designated and is now known as the War Committee off the 

Cabinet, The Ministers at present composing the War Com­

mittee are the following:
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The Prime Minister;
The Leader of the Government in the Senate;
The Minister of Mines and Resour ces;
The Minister of Justice;
The Minister of Finance;
The Minister of National Defence;
The Minister of National Defence for Air;
The Minister of Munitions and Supply,

The 7/ar Committee of the Cabinet gives continuous 
consideration to, and recommends decisions by the Cabinet 
upon, major questions of war policy and defence»

Related to the War Committee are special committees 
especially charged with the consideration and supervision 
of specific problems. They are composed of the ministers 
principally concerned with related phases of war effort.
The committees also assist in the coordination of 
activities in which more than one department is involved.
Of these special committees, six are concerned with problems 
related to Economic Defence:

War Finance and Supply;
Food Production and Marketing;
Wheat;
Fuel and Power;
Shipping and Transportation; 
Price Control and Labour„
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In addition there are Special Committees which 

deal also with matters of:
Internal Security;
Legislation;
Public Information;
Demobilization and Re-establishment.

Related directly to the work of the Cabinet 
Committees are the activities of the Boards and Agencies 
to which I have already referred. Certain statutory 
bodies already existing prior to the war, and as a result 
of the war charged with special responsibility, have also 
been related directly to the functions of the Special 
Cabinet Committees which I have just described.

In order to further the effective coordination 
of the economic and financial policy in war-time, to 
facilitate the work of the Cabinet Committees in the 
consideration of specific problems, and to assist in avoid 
ing duplication of effort by departments and agencies, 
an Advisory Committee On Economic Policy, composed of 
members of tie public service, has been established. This 
Committee acts in an advisory capacity to the Cabinet it­
self.

I have in my hand a diagram which discloses at a 
glance the relationship to the Cabinet of the war-tine and 
statutory bodies and boards to which I have referred. It
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also designates, by the departments over which they 
preside, the ministerial personnel of the several com­
mittees. With the permission of the House, I will ask 
that the diagram be inserted in Hansard.

There is thus, at the present time, an extensive 
and complete organization as between the different depart­
ments of the government whereby the duties and burdens of 
Ministers are widely distributed and shared. Also, through 
the War Committee of the Cabinet, the most immediate and 
special attention is given to the general problems of 
the war.



I have shown how, under the war organization 

of the Cabinet, the burdens and duties of individual 

ministers have been lightened by the sharing of duties 

between ministers themselves and by the consideration 

and co-ordination of war activities by inter-related 

committees representative of different phases of war 

effort. It has been urged, as already mentioned, 

that the efficiency of the government might further 

be enhanced by the work of the Cabinet being so arranged, 

and responsibilities of ministers so divided, as to 

free as largely as possible from other duties and 

responsibilities, the ministers of the Crown who are 

concerned with those departments of government which 

have primarily to do with war activities, in order that 

their time and attention may be given as exclusively as 

possible to the consideration and effective execution 

of war policies.

As a corollary, it has also been urged that 
matters pertaining to war policy and the direction of /Lu. 

war effort should, as largely as possible^be entrusted 

to a war committee of the Cabinet, the members of which 

would be free to give most, if not the whole of their 
time, to matters pertaining to the war, leaving to other 

members of the government, the administration of the depart­

ments concerned with matters of state which, in time
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of peace, are of great importance, but which, in time 

of war, are relatively less important,

llrom what I have already said with respect to 

the war committee of the Cabinet, it will be seen that it 

has been precisely along these lines that the government 

has been proceeding. The need for the expansion of 

administrative personnel was more urgent at the outbreak 

of war than the need for the expansion of the Cabinet,

The need, however, of creating new ministries to meet 

war-time demands and of assigning to their administration 

ministers whose time could be exclusively devoted to the 

supervision and encouragement of their affairs has become 

only too obvious. Existing ministries have accordingly 

been enlarged. New ministries have been established, 

and yet further ministries concerned exclusively with 

war-time activities are about to be created. To offset 
this expansion of war-time services, the activities of 

peace-time services have been materially curtailed.

Their administration has been placed as completely as 

possible under members of the government other than 

those primarily concerned with war activities. Where 

circumstances warrant it, a single minister has been 

given the responsibility of adminiafrrertiag tlje affairs 
of more than one department.
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DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE 7

The natural place of beginning the expansion 

of war services was with the Department of National 

Defence•

The Department of National Defence was the 

nucleus of the war administration* Until July 1939, 

the department was entrusted not only with the organiza­

tion of the defence forces but also with the problem 

of supply• The progressive increases in our defence 

expenditures from 1936 made it necessary to develop 

additional machinery for coping with the problem of 

supply. As a result the defence purchasing Board was 

set up on July 14, 1939. When war came, we had already 

provided the beginnings of an organization to meet the 

supply problem.

The actual outbreak made necessary immediate 

administrative expansion in four directions. The fight­

ing forces had to be increased in numbers, they had to 

be provided with vast quantities of war supplies and the 

necessary funds had to be obtained to finance this ex­

pansion. Finally provision had to be made for internal 

security and economic stability on the home front.

The mobilization and recruitment of the fighting 

forces threw added burdens on the administrative staff 

of the Department of National Defence. Two acting 

X^eputy Ministers, both veterans, and both prominent
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industrialists with wide administrative experience 
were immediately added to the staff. One was entrusted 
with the Vilit/ia services, the other with the )||aval 
and Vir services*

DEPARTMENT OF MUNITIONS AND SUPPLY 
At the outbreak of war, the work of the ^)efence 

purchasing ^oard was transferred to a tyar Supply \3oard.
At the special session of parliament, the government took 
steps to provide for a Department of punitions and ^upply 
under a separate IpLnister of the ^rown. That ^partment 

has since come into being and grown to vast proportions.
It has been under a Minister who, until today, had also 
been administering the affairs of the Department of Trans­
port, The maintenance for a time of the association 
between the two departments made possible a needed re­
arrangement of some of their activities and the effecting 
of economies which would not otherwise have been possible. 

The former Minister of Transport who ^also^for 
some time past>has been the Minister of Munitions and 
Supply will hereafter give his entire time to the work of 
the latter department. There lias been transferred to the 

Department of Munitions and Supply, as being closely 
related to war activities, the branches of the Department 
of Transport concerned with the Trans-Canada Airways,
)$ivil Aviation, and national radio broadcasting. The
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The new Department of Munitions and Supply Is the first 

new ministry which has been created since the outbreak 

of war.

2. DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE FOR AIR 

The second new ministry is well known. It is 

the Department of National Defence for Air. Before 

the separate department was created, the Department of 

National Defence had been strengthened by the addition 

of an Acting Deputy Minister for Air to relieve the 

burden of the two acting deputy ministers already 

mentioned.

The magnitude and importance of the Commonwealth 

Air Training Plan is well known. The development of this 

plan, in addition to the developments which were immediately 

related to our own air forces, made necessary the creation 

of a separate portfolio for Air. The wisdom of the course 

followed in creating the new Ministry of National Defence 

for Air has, I think, been fully demonstrated,

3. DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE FOR NAVAL AFFAIRS 

With the changed conditions in Europe, the increased 

importance of the navy, not only in the defence of our own 

coasts and harbours, but in co-operation with the naval 

forces of the United Kingdom and other parts of the British 

Empire has become generally appreciated. As is now pretty 

generally known, the port of Halifax has, since the beginning
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of war, become a naval base second only in importance 

to the most important bases in the British Isles. In 

these circumstances, the government had deemed it 

advisable to add to the existing defence departments 

that of a separate Department of National Defence for 

Naval Affairs. A bill to establish the new Ministry 

will be introduced immediately. What, therefore, was 

originally a single Department of National Defence 

will hereafter be three Departments, each presided over 

by a separate Minister of the Crown, all however, co­

operating in closest relationship with each other.
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DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL WAR SERVICES*** â °

I informed the House some days ago that the 
government had decided to establish a Department of 
National War Services. I indicated at that time that 
the purposes of the new department would include the 
co-ordination of the activities of voluntary
war organizations and services, but what was even 
more important, that it would be entrusted with the 
duty of mobilizing and guiding the activities of 
thousands of our citizens who are seeking practical 
and useful outlets for their enthusiasm and patriotism, 
and who are already banded together in patriotic 
organizations, veterans organizations, women1s organiza­
tions, and a host of other groups who are eager
to serve. T^-111nr,t *ir fff th1 ^ f.askf T.

/have her.e.-.a--.I111 ig* " to*’Tifrre leus *
of organ!radons' MSttW-WBini 'Ofl

fâlthrough the Voluntary au-fe
The Minister charged with the responsibility 

for the new department will be expected immediately to 
establish a nation-wide organization for voluntary 
service to be assisted by local committees in all parts 
of the country.
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With developments in Europe, problems such 

as those of refugees, evacuated children, interned 

aliens and interned enemy prisoners have assumed 

proportions which require for their solution more #<Ln 

the way of co-operative effort on the part of Canada. 

Problems of internal security have arisen which have 

demanded increased governmental action and voluntary 

co-operation. The government has required additional 

powers for the mobilization of human and material 

resources. These powers in turn necessitate a nation­

wide registration which will permit of the most 

effective use being made of individual personal services 

and material resources.

The functions of the new department are not 

limited to the co-ordination and development of 

voluntary services. The direction and supervision of 

the national registration will be among the duties of 

the new ministry. In this connection, I should like to 

repeat that the government intends to make the fullest 

use, through the new department, of the register of 

women already prepared by the National Committee for the 

Voluntary Registration of Canadian women, I might add 

that a good part of the preliminary work of organization 

in connection with the national registration has
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already been completed by a special inter-departmental 

committee, under the chairmanship of the Dominion 

Statistician, wMchwas established immediately after 

the announcement of the government’s intention to 

undertake the registration of manpower•

The powers of the new department will also in­

clude the co-ordination of existing governmental informa­

tion and publicity services connected with the war, 

in order to insure that Canadians generally may be 

more completely informed of all aspects of our war 

effort, with a view to enlisting the maximum under­

standing and support of the great cause in which we 

are engaged. Speaking generally, the new department 

will have the function, as I have already said, of help­

ing Canadians to help Canada in the effective prosecution 

of the national effort.
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CONTRACTION FOR PEACE-TIME SERVICES

The all but complete cessation of new public 

works, other than those necessitated by the war, has 

led to a marked decrease of the work of the Depart­

ment of Public Works.

With the transfer to the Department of Munitions 

and Supply of those branches of the Department of Trans­

port concerned with airways, civil aviation, and radio 

broadcasting, the services of the Department of Trans­

port will be also considerably reduced. It is proposed, 

therefore, to entrust to one minister instead of two, 

the administration of the Department of Public Works 

and the administration of the Department of Transport.
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It will be observed that the undertaking to

bring to the aid of the^/lnistry a still larger number of 

men of outstanding ability and experience was not an under­

taking specifically with reference to the Cabinet, though 

it did not exclude changes or enlargement of the^JJinis try 

itself.

It is perhaps not sufficiently realized that the 

functions of nisters, though very responsible, are

necessarily limited. They must determine policy, make final 

decisions and accept responsibility, each individually for 

his own department, and all collectively for the administration 

generally.

The actual work of administration is, however,

carried on by the officials in the public service. I have 

already shown that in making the extensive additions to 

the administrative service which have been required by wartime 

needs, the government has adopted the single criterion of 

ability. No political, partisan or personal considerations 

have diverted us from getting the most suitable man available 

for the particular job required to be done.

The filling of Oébinet posts is a more complicated

task than the filling of administrative posts. Ability to 

direct the work of the government departments concerned is,

r
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of course, an important requisite. It is, however, far 

from being the only one. A^âbinet Minister must also be 

prepared to assume his full share of responsibility for all 

acts of government, and for explaining the policies of the 

government to parliament and to the country. He must, of 

course, be a ^Member of/Parliament. If he is not in parliament 

when he is called to thez/Cabinet he must find a constituency 

and be elected in it. Above all he must have a capacity to 

work in immediate association with otherfillisters in the 

^CLabinet in the formulation of policy. Nothing would paralyze 

government more quickly than divided counsels or dissension 

within thefinis try.

That does not mean that narrow party considerations 

or, as some impatient critics are too eager to suggest, the 

dictates of f,party politics" or of personal whim, govern the 

choice offinisters, particularly in wartime. But it does 

mean that different qualities are required for effective 

work as a fibinet minister than those required in an adminis­

trative or executive post. It is a common experience to 

find that a business man is willing to make very great 

personal sacrifice in order to serve his country in an 

administrative capacity, but is exceedingly reluctant to 

enter the Oûbinet because a ministerial post involves 

election to parliament, public speaking and other activities
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for which he feels he has neither aptitude nor training. 

Furthermore, the acceptance of a Cabinet post 

involves a more complete severance of business and pro­

fessional ties than is necessary in undertalcing temporary 

administrative or advisory appointments. There is no 

business of any magnitude or importance in this country 

to which the war has not brought particular problems of 

its own. Highly placed executives may be spared by such 

concerns either in an executive or advisory capacity, 

for v/hole or part-time, without the risks attendant upon 

a complete severance of business relations such as would 

be involved in their entering the l&fnistry.
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If I ever had any doubt on this score, it has been

removed by some of the steps I have recently taken in 

seeking to increase confidence in the disinterested motives 

of the^Ministry by bringing into the Cabinet one or more 

persons whose inclusion would, I felt, have demonstrated 

the readiness of the government to meet, if that were 

possible, the wishes of members of political parties to 

have the basis of representation^ in the Jlâbinet widened 

by the inclusion in the Cabinet of persons known to command 

their confidence# It is an open secret that I have directly 

and indirectly offered to take into the Ministry outstanding 

persons, none of whom are at present in public life, but

presence in the would, I believe, have madewhose

wholly apparent the readiness of my colleagues and myself

to assôciate with ourselves in the work of the^Xinistry

persons whose appointment could in no sense be regarded as 

made from any party political motive, but only on the ground 

of the outstanding qualities thef were known to possess#

Were I at liberty to give their names, I am sure that 

hon9tia?e&ler members in all parts of the ,House would consider 

them among persons highly qualified to inspire confidence 

in the non-partisan character of the government's war effort#

I have found that those I approached felt that

such special services as they could render could be given 

more effectively, either in administrative posts or in
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an advisory capacity or by their continuing to occupy an 

eminent and independent position in the community# The 

prevalence of this attitude was not the least of the reasons 

which led me to abandon the attempt to add to the ^abinet 

from outside the ranks of those without previous experience 

of public life#

It is sometimes forgotten that the intimacy 

and prominence of the associations enjoyed with large 

enterprises is not infrequently a barrier rather than 

a passport to membership in a cabinet# The same con­

sideration does not so generally apply where the services 

to be rendered are not concerned with the determining of 

policy but with its execution#

I have come to the conclusion that, for the 

present at least, the most effective use can be made of 

the services of men without previous experience of public 

life by bringing them into association with the ministry 

in an administrative or advisory capacity rather than by 

their Inclusion in the ministry itself#
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ADVISORY CGMMIT'liÆ TO THi1, CABINET CONSIDERED

From like motives, I have also given 
consideration to the appointment of an Advisory 
Committee to the War Committee of the Cabinet which 
would include a limited number of persons chosen 
because of their prominence in representative fields 
of activity. To this proposal there are a number of 
objections, which everything considered, appear to 
me to rob such a step of the advantages it might at 
first sight appear to possess.

In the first place, no matter what the 
political affiliations of members of such an

theAdvisory Committee might be,® mere fact that they 
had been appointed by the Government and had not 
sought or obtained any mark of public confidence 
from any section of the electorate,would tend to 
lessen their representative capacity in the eyes of 
the public.

They themselves might naturally feel that 
their power was not equal to the responsibility which 
they might be held to be assuming. Indeed, the 
objection on this score has been raised on the part 
of one tliim with whom I have discussed the
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proposal.
The need for such a Committee is itself 

more apparent than real, once it is reolized that 
it is always possible fur the Government to obtain 
the benefit of the advice of those best qualified 
to counsel in particular matters, apart altogether 
from any membership in an advisory body»

Business men and professional, men of 
wide experience and high standing can always be 
consulted and are in fact continually being 
consulted by the Government whether they are members 
of an Administrative Branch of Government or not.
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Associate Members of War Committee

Realizing the importance of increasing public 

confidence through bringing to the aid of the Ministry 

all points of view and opinions, I have considered yet 

another means by which this end might possibly be attained.

I have thought of inviting leading members of the Opposition 

to become associate members of the War Committee of the 

Cabinet, to share its deliberations and to assist in the 

formation of its proposals to the Cabinet. Regardless 

of what course may be adopted, the government itself must, 

in the last analysis, take the responsibility for whatever 

is done or left undone. That responsibility cannot be 

escaped or evaded. It is difficult even to share it. It 

would not be my idea, in case members of the Opposition 

became associate members of the War Committee of the Cabinet, 

for the government by that means to seek in any way to 

evade full and final responsibility for Canada’s war effort.

B\it the presence in an advisory and associate 

capacity of members of the Opposition would have a number 

of advantages. While their addition to the War Cabinet 

would leave unimpaired the requirements of responsible 

government, it would mean that the government’s policies were 

being shaped and made effective not only under the open gaze
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of members of the Opposition, but with the assistance of 

their counsel, experience and advice. It would mean that 

in all major matters of defence, internal security, inter­

national co-operation, the leading members of the Opposition, 

chosen to act in association with members of the War Cabinet, 

would be fully informed.

At the present time, one of the great diffi­

culties of government lies in the fact that many matters 

of which the government has knowledge, many steps which 

the government takes, many actions which the government plans, 

are, in the very nature of things, highly confidential, and 

must remain so for varying periods of time. This obstacle 

would, in part at least, be overcome by the proposed 

associate membership of Opposition Leaders in the War 

Committee of the Cabinet, wherey to its members, their 

experience, advice, and point of view would certainly be 

of value. 1 believe that such a step would be of real 

assistance to the government in the discharge of its great 

responsibilities. I am therefore prepared to invite the
( A ■ ' 4^1 - v. > t\ - )

Leader of the Opposition, and the Honourable Member for
{ /vA/’ o )

Yale, who shares his desk, and was a former Minister of 

National Defence, to become associate members of the War 

Committee of the Cabinet. Were the invitation accepted, 

it would be my wish that they should be present at all
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meetings of the War Committee and take part in all 
its proceedings. I am prepared, also, if this invita­
tion is accepted by my honourable friends opposite, and 
if it is agreeable to the other political groups in the 
House, to consider the extension of the invitation also 
to their Leaders.

If the House and the gentlemen whom I have
invited look upon the proposal with favour, it would

the
mean that the country would have/benefit of their wisdom, 
advice and experience, the government would retain the 
responsibility for the direction of Canada’s war effort, 
with which it has been charged. It would also be under­
stood that members of the various Opposition groups in 
this House would continue to be free to criticize the 
Administration as they think fit, and to vote and act with 
complete independence.



VD3S587
CONFERENCES WITH THE OPPOSITION

If the honourable gentlemen opposite should feel 

that they were unable to accept the invitation I have 

just extended, believing that thereby they would be 

accepting a share of responsibility without being accorded 

an equivalent share of power, I am prepared to make yet 

another proposal, the acceptance of which, I should hope, 

would not occasion the slightest embarras.-ment and which 

I feel would be essentially helpful at this time.

As I have already said,much of the action of the 

government and even more of the information on which its 

actions are based must, for military reasons, remain secret.

This consideration hampers the government in the 

discussion of its policies and action in Parliament and 

before the people•

We recognize that it is an even more serious 

embarrassment to those in opposition in war time. Their 

lack of knowledge makes effective criticism difficult; 

it has also a tendency to breed misgivings which need not 

exist if the facts could be made available.

I believe that this situation could be remedied 

at least in part while Parliament is in session by regular 

weekly conferences between the War Committee and the 

members of the opposition and by similar conferences held
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at intervals when Parliament is not in session.

At such conferences the government will be

prepared to disclose, in confidence, full and detailed

information both as to its actions and the considerations

on which those actions are based. The effectiveness of

the opposition, far from being impaired, will be greatly

increased by the knowledge gained by their leaders by

such conferences. Members of the Opposition,as regards

their rights of criticism,will have , as they have now,

only the limits imposed by their personal sense of

responsibility as citizens and members of Parliament.

From the standpoint of the public interest conferences
the merit of

of this kind wduldcertainly have/increasing confidence 

in Canada’s war effort and thereby help to prevent 

the development of uneasiness which provides such a 

fertile ground for subtle enemy propaganda aimed at 

destroying the unity of that effort#



« CUf-t-

-D 38589
( / iJu

O z "• V *<v,: v A" ,w'^
CABINET RECONSTRUCTION

The acceptance, on Friday last, by Colonel J. L.

Ralston of the portfolio of National Defence was followed 

by Colonel Ralston’s resignation as Minister of Finance.

I am pleased to announce that the Honourable J. L. Ilsley, 

who, until today, was filling the office of Minister of 

National Revenue, has been appointed as Colonel Ralston’s 

successor as Minister of Finance.

As Honourable members are well aware, Mr. Ilsley,

during recent years, whenever occasion required, has been 

the acting Minister of Finance. During the period of the 

illness of the former Minister of Finance, the Honourable 

Charles Dunning, and during Mr. Dunning’s absence abroad, 

Mr. Ilsley ably presided over the affairs of the Finance 

Department. He is wholly familiar with its several acti­

vities; his ability as administrator in the years that he 

has been a member of the present Cabinet has gained for 

him an enviable reputation in all parts of Canada. It is 

not a surprise, therefore,that public opinion generally, 

as reflected through the medium of the press, seemed to 

take it for granted,when it became known that Colonel 

Ralston had agreed to leave the Department of Finance for 

that of National Defence, that Mr. Ilsley would be the
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logical successor•

Mr. Ilsley was sworn to his new office at noon 

today. In order that he may give his undivided attention, 

at this tine of war, to the work of the Department of 

Finance, Mr. Ilsley has resigned as Minister of National 

Revenue•

Honourable members are aware that, in addition 

to his duties as Minister of Transport, the Honourable 

C. D. Howe has, since April 9th, been at the head of the 

new Department of Munitions and Supply. Mr. Howe has 

today given up the portfolio of Minister of Transport in 

order that, from now on, he may devote his entire time 

to the work of the Department of Munitions and Supply.

I have referred to the contraction in the v/ork 

of the Department of Public Works occasioned by the
Ai*. Jx**»-* - I-

government’s policy largely to restrict^, during the 

period of the war, the construction of public works• I 

have also referred to the transfer of certain services 

from the Department of Transport to the Department of 

Munitions and Supply. As the services of each of these 

departments has been somewhat curtailed, it has been felt 

that the administration of both departments could be
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entrusted to the one Minister, Hon, P, J, A, Cardin who

h

is Minister of Public Works has today been appointed Minister 

of Transport,

I am pleased to be able to announce that my col­

league the Honourable J, G, Gardiner, the present Minister 

of Agriculture, has agreed, once the Act creating the new 

Department of National War Services has been passed, to 

undertake the organization of that new and important de­

partment of government, I need not say anything of Mr, 

Gardiner1s special qualifications for such a task. His 

long experience in public life, his exceptional organizing 

abilities, his power as administrator so effectively dis­

closed in the years of his premiership of the province of 

Saskatchewan, and as a federal minister, are all guarantees 

that the purposes of the new department will be promoted 

with zeal, energy and skill, and the department made one of 

the most effective instruments in a nation-wide furtherance

of the war effort of our country,

Mr, Gardiner will become, uhen he assumes the office

of Minister of National War Services, a member of the War 

Committee of the Cabinet. That his undivided energies and
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time may be given to the work of the new department, he 
will shortly vacate his present position as Minister of 
Agriculture.

I am aloe gre-atly pleased to be able to announce 
that I have obtained from the Premier of Nova Scotia, the
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Honourable Angus Macdonald, the promise of his willing­

ness to resign the premiership of the province of Nova 

Scotia, a position which he has held ^MNMi with such 

honour and distinction alike to his native province and to 

himself, and to accept, immediately upon the establishment 

of the new department, the portfolio of Minister of National 

Defence for *ie. In thus responding to my request to assist 

my colleagues and myself in the prosecution of Canada's war 

effort, Mr. Macdonald is giving to our country another example 

of devotion to public duty^and of a willingness to serve which 

in the public mind are already associated with his name. In 

addition to bringing to his new post his proven administrative 

ability, Je has had an experience of military affairs gained
<*». 4-V. f) 1

,in the last war fArot aei a Lieutenant in -uhe S&th-'an^1 later

ao Captai» iu'ttia IC'Sth. Such experience as will come with 

him to the council table will serve to strengthen not only 

his dwn, but all branches of the defence services.

It will be recalled that when the ii.tinhjarable Mr. 

Power accepted the portfolio of Minister of National Defence 

for Air, in order that he might give his entire time to the 

work of the Department of Defence, he resigned the position 

of Postmaster General, the affairs of which department has 

since been administered, as acting minister, by the HeaewoèAa.
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Mr. Haley. It is felt that the vacancy created in the 
office of Postmaster General by Mr. Power's resignation 
should now be filled.

I need not say to honourable members of the 
House and particularly to those who are numbered among my 
own supporters, that I have had few more difficult tasks 
than that of deciding to which of their number I should 
entrust the administration of the Post Office Department, 
and the administration of the Department of National 
Revenue.

The resignation, at the time of his appointment 
to the Senate, of the Honourable ïï.D. Suler as Minister 
of Trade and Commerce - a portfolio subsequently filled by 
the appointment to that position of the Honourable J.A. 
MacKinnon, as a Minister from Alberta,-and the tragic death 
of the Honourable Norman Rogers,have deprived the province 
of Ontario of half of its representation in the government. 
It would, I am sure, be generally expected that in the 
filling of existing vacancies Jm Uliu UublMUl, this rep­
resentation of Ontario in the federal Cabinet should be 
restored. At all events, my colleagues and I have so

-■* V A 1viewed the matter. That has been the least of the diffi-
/'•

cult les. A much more perplexing problem has been that of
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making a choice from among the many honourable members 

from the province of Ontario whose simtfcer qualifications 

and claims for Cabinet recognition «■BHnBSEBgnàiÿ 

•éÉÉeeeg. I have felt that, at this time of war, the 

citizens of Canada generally and in particular those of 

the province of Ontario would, other things being equal, 

welcome the appointment of members of this House who had 

seen active service in the last war, and who, on these 

as m other grounds, might be expected to iTiirly
i t-t ' &A

h<alp£ul to the Ministry in this most critical of all

times.

Recommendation^#^ accordingly made to His 

Excellency the Governor General today, which His Excellency 

has been pleased to approve, of the appointment of Colonel 

William Pate Llulock, of the city of Toronto, member for 

York North, as Postmaster General, and Colonel Colin 

Gibson, of the city of Hamilton, member for Hamilton 

West, as Minister of National Revenue.
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I have given the House in considerable detail 

particulars of the manner in which the administrative 

functions of government have been extended and improved 

by attaching to the public service a large number of out­

standing Canadians from all fields of industrial, financial 

and other endeavour• Each and every one has been chosen 

because it was considered that he v/as best able to advance 

the wa£ effort of this country by specialized knowledge, 

and service based upon specialized education and experience.

I have offered to gentlemen opposite in the only 

manner I have felt consistent with responsible government 

an opportunity to share in our deliberations. By that 

invitation I have asked ibhem also to give to the government 

the benefit of their wisdom and their experience. I have 

not asked them to share in our ultimate responsibilities because 

that would not be fair either to them or to the electors of 

this country,

I hope that my honourable friends will find them­

selves able to accept one or other of the proposals I have 

made. 7/hat ever may be their decision I believe that I can at 

least make this claim on behalf of my colleagues and myself.

We have not flinched from our primary and ultimate
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responsibility. 7/e have not trimmed our sails to the
breezes of popular favour or disfavour. 7/hile we 
have recognized our responsibility for policy, we 
have sought to obtain the best advice available in 
the country to assist us in its formation and 
pronouncement.

I leave this recital of facts with confidence 
to this House and the people of Can da. It tells its 
own story. It is the brief record of a government

of » Lw*-. r? Ç «• - x ,A wy* lA\- & 0) (AO w,'!
which has done everything in its power to meet itsA
responsibilities, to strengthen its administration, 
to mobilize the brain-power and resources of this 
country,--in short, to do its plain duty, honourably 
and fearlessly.
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DEPARTMENT OF NATIONALWAR SERVICES

The purposes for which the government proposes to 
establish the Department of National War Services were 

given to the House in general terms by myself on June the 

18th, and again on the 8th inst•

The department amongst other matters will have to 

do with the due execution of some of the purposes of the 

National Resources Mobilization Act# Certain of the 

purposes of the Mobilization Act involve functions which 

will be performed by departments of the government already in 

existence# Others do not so readily fit into any existing 

department• There is need, moreover, for seeing that all 

functions of the Act are properly co-ordinated#

The most immediate and pressing of the duties to be 

discharged under the Act is the conducting of a national 

registration# The Minister of the new department will be 

charged with this responsibility• As I have already informed 

the House, the preliminary work of organization has been 

completed by a special departmental committee. No time 

therefore Is being lost in proceeding with the registration 

itself# It will no doubt be necessary, from time to time, 

to make under the Act further specialized surveys• Such 

surveys may, as required, be undertaken by the new department#
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The War Services department will also have the 

duty of directing to suitable fields of service those who 

have voluntarily placed their services at the disposal of 

the government#

The co-ordination of the work of voluntary 

service organizations will be undertaken by the department 

with a view to directing their energies into the most 

useful channels, to preventing the overlapping /of functions, 

and to assisting in the arranging and timing of public 

appeals.

The department will also undertake the initiation 

and promotion of voluntary effort in new directions, in 

immediate furtherance of our war effort and to enable 

Canada to make in the most effective and efficient manner 

the necessary economic and social adjustments to meet 

domestic problems arising out of the war.

In organizing voluntary services, the Minister 

will be given power to form national, provincial or local 

councils, committees or boards, as well as to use existing 

agencies.

To avoid any break in continuity of effort and 

direction and to permit of the utmost use being made of the 

same, the records and facilities of the Voluntary Service 

Registration Bureau, which was set up at the beginning of the 

war to receive and classify all offers of voluntary service 

will, be made immediately available to the new department•
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The War Services Department will also undertake 

the important task of co-ordinating the existing Public 

Information Services of the government. The Minister 

will be empowered as well to originate or employ such 

further means of informing the public as may, from time 

to time, be required in order to obtain, in the further­

ance of the National war effort, the utmost aid from the 

people of Canada.

The importance of this task can hardly be over­

emphasized. Perhaps the greatest single moral advantage 

which democracies enjoy over dictatorships in time of 

war, as in time of peace, is their reliance upon the 

spontaneous support of an informed public. Military 

necessity dictates certain limits upon information, and 

the substitution of a large measure of compulsion for 

freedom of action. it does not, however, demand a total 

black-out of accurate information, or total compulsion.

Those are the very things we are struggling against. The 

struggle will be successful on the home front only inso­

far as accurate information is supplied as freely as 

military circumstances permit. In no better way can the 

spontaneous desire of the great majority of our people 

to give their services freely be effectively harnessed 

to the pressing needs of this time of war.
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The three important types of activity I have 

mentioned and which will immediately engage the attention 

of the Minister and of the department are illustrative 

of its work. The functions of the department will, 

however, by no means, be limited to these activities• fj 
Problems of internal security, of economic organization 

and development, of meeting social, industrial, financial 

and other needs, will continue constantly to arise.

These may be dealt with by the Department of War 

Services, by itself or in conjunction with other depart­

ments of the government as authority for such purposes 

may, from time to time, be given the Minister by the 

Governor in Council.

In a word, it is intended and expected that the 

department, by its general supervision of war activities, 

and needs, its co-ordination of State and voluntary 

effort, and the inauguration and carrying out of special 

war services, as need for the same arises, will become 

a most effective instrument in a nation-wide furtherance 

of the war effort of our country.
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m à&F RESPECTING A
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL WAR SERVICES

Na t ioryjT -Rgy tstrajglon

bwn Indicated in ,

The purposes for which the government proposes to
MvtA

establish the Department of National War Services ha^airsady
- ' C t-t-sy t < # y

general terms to the House on June the 18thy 

and again on **±5: the 8th*>^W'

Tfc will have to do with the e*»ry^s»g>'«etrt of some of
r t-t.-- tCari*

the purposes of the National Resources Mobilization Act» Certain

of the purposes of Mobilization Act involve functions which
X,.. va . i.. f v t t v - -

will be oàrribti -out by departments of the government already in 

existence. Others do not so readily fit into any existing 

department. There is need, moreover, for seeing that all 

functions of the Act are properly co-ordinated.

The most immediate and pressing of the duties to be 

discharged under the Act is the conducting of^national registra­

tion. The Minister of the new department will be charged with 

this responsibility. As I have already informed the House, the 

preliminary work of organization has been completed by a special
4«C /

departmental committee. No time therefore lost in

proceeding with the registration itself. In order to carry out 

effectively f.tm purptnisa nf the.National. -Resources Mobilization

As*, It will no doubt be necessary, from time to time, to make
****** l & * iA - tiàM

further specialized surveys. Such surveys wÉW/, as required, be

undertaken by the new department.
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The^ department will also have the duty of 

directing to suitable fields of service those who have p4* ^ 'CZ4/
A

their services at the disposal of the government.
O'*—I

The co-ordination of existing war ohtiritlwai
X 4TJ

voluntary service organizations will be undertaken by the 

department with a view to directing their energies into the 

most useful channels, to preventing the overlapping of functions, 

and to assisting in the arranging and timing of public appeals.

The department is intended also 1a§ undertake the 

initiation and promotion of voluntary effort in new directions, 

8-i4>&w in immediate furtherance of war effort^ or” iih-oydey 

to enable Canada to make^the necessary economic and social
flMX4"’ d'Xv X /)

adjustments to meet tte domestic problems rom(the war.
'the Minister will be given power to form national,A

provincial or local councils, committees or boards, as well as 
to use existing agencies^in organizing voluntary services,

VlSie records aid facilities of the Voluntary Service 

Registration Bureau, which was set up at the beginning of the war

to receive and classify all offers of voluntary service will,
ft**.-r-Nof be made, available immediately) to the new department

à \ '
$o avoid any break in continuity of effort and direction,
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vices

The new department will also undertake the 

important task of co-ordinating the existing Public Information

the government, a#tL/3ie Minister will be empoweredServices

as well to originate or employ such further means of informing

the publieras may, from time to time, be required in order to

obtain the utmosWaid from the people of Canada in the furtherance
1 < ■ •* ■■■ ' ____ Vi. -___fv M. . . JM.,-, *■

of the National war effort*
A

The importance of this task can hardly be over­

emphasized. Perhaps the greatest single moral advantage which 

democracies enjoy over dictatorships in time of war, as in time 

of peace, is their reliance upon the spontaneous support of an 

informed public. Military necessity dictates certain limits

upon information^ and the substitution of a large measure of

compulsion for freedom of action. It does not, however, demand 

a total black-out of accurate information or total compulsion.

Those are the very things we are struggling against struggle

will be successful on the home front only insofar as accurate in­

formation is supplied as freely as military circumstances permit.

In no frftfrey way can the spontaneous desire of the great majority 

of our people to give their services freely be effectively harnessed 

to the pressing needs of this time of war.
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The three Important types of activity I have

mentioned and which will immediately engage the attention 
of the Minister and of the department are^illustratlve 

of its work. The functions of the department will,^by no 

means, be limited to 1*e activities

Problems of internal security, of economic organization 

and development, of meeting social, industrial, financial 

and other needs, will continue constantly to arise. These 
w4Xl? be dealt withVin conjunction with other departments 

of the government's authority for such purposes' may, from 

time to time, be given the Minister by the Governor in Council.

In a word, it is intended and expected that the 

department, by its general supervision of war activities, 

and needs, its co-ordination of State and voluntary effort, 
and the inauguration and pflWfcfci&tfoQ of special war services, 

as need for the same arises, will become a most effective 

instrument in a nation-wide furtherance of the war effort 
of our country.
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The purposes for which the government proposes to 
establish the Department of National War Services were 
given to the House in general terms by myself on June the 
13th, and again on the 8th inst.

The department amongst other matters will have to 
do with the due execution of some of the purposes of the 
National Resources Mobilization Act. Certain of the 
purposes of the Mobilization Act Involve functions which 
will be performed by departments of the government already in 
existence. Others do not so readily fit into any existing 
department. There is need, moreover, for seeing that all 
functions of the Act are properly co-ordinated.

The most immediate and pressing of the duties to be 
discharged under the Act is the conducting of a national 
registration. The Minister of the new department will be 
charged with this responsibility. As I have already informed 
the House, the preliminary work of organization has been 
completed by a special departmental committee. No time 
therefore is being lost in proceeding with the registration 
itself. It will no doubt be necessary, from time to time, 
to make under the Act further specialized surveys. Such 
surveys may, ae required, be undertaken by the new department.
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The War Services department will also have the 

duty of directing to suitable fields of service those who 
have voluntarily placed their services at the disposal of 
the government.

The co-ordination of the work of voluntary 
service organizations will be undertaken by the department 
with a view to directing their energies into the most 
useful channels, to preventing the overlapping of functions, 
and to assisting in the arranging and timing of public 
appeals.

The department will also undertake the initiation 
and promotion of voluntary effort in sew directions, in 
Immediate furtherance of our war effort and to enable 
Canada to make in the most effective and efficient manner 
the necessary economic and social adjustments to meet 
domestic problems arising out of the war.

In organizing voluntary services, the Minister 
will be given power to farm national, provincial or local 
councils, committees or boards, as well as to use existing 
agencies.

To avoid any break in continuity of effort and 
direction and to pemit of the utmost use being made of the 
•ame, the records and faellltlea of the Voluntary Servie# 
Registration Bureau, which was set up at the beginning of the 
wur to receive and classify all offers of voluntary service 
will, be made Immediately available to the new department.
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The l£&r Services Department will also undertake

the important task of co-ordinating the existing public 
Information Services of the government# The Minister 
will be empowered as well to originate or employ such 
further means of informing the public as may, from tine 
to time, be required in order to obtain, in the further­
ance of the Rational war effort, the utmost aid from the 
people of Canada#

The importance of this task can hardly be over­
emphasized# perhaps the greatest single moral advantage 
which democracies enjoy over dictatorships in time of 
war, as in time of peace, is their reliance upon the 
spontaneous support of an informed public# Military 
necessity dictates certain limits upon Information, and 
the substitution of a large measure of compulsion for 
freedom of action# It does not, however, demand a total 
black-out of accurate information, or total compulsion# 
Those are the very things we are struggling against# The 
struggle will be successful on the home front only Inso­
far as accurate information Is supplied as freely as 
military circumstances permit# In no better way can the 
spontaneous desire of the great majority of our people 
to give their services freely be effectively harnessed 
to the pressing needs of this time of war#
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The three Important types of activity I have 

mentioned and which will immediately engage the attention 
of the Minister and of the department are illustrative 
of its work» The functions of the department will, 
however, by no mean*, be limited to these activities. 
Problems of internal security, of economic organisation 
and development, of meeting social, industrial, financial 
and other needs, will continue constantly to arise,
$»se may be dealt with by the Department of War 
Services, by Itself or in conjunction with other depart­
ments of the government as authority for such purposes 
may, from time to tine, be given the Minister by the 
Dovernor in Council,

In a word, it is intended and expected that the 
department, by its general supervision of war activities, 
and needs, its co-ordination of State and voluntary 
effort, and the inauguration and carrying out of special 
war services, as need for the same arises, will become 
a most effective instrument In a nation-wide furtherance 
of the war effort of our country#
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The three Important types of activity I have 

Mentioned and whic- will Immediately engage the attention 

of the Minister and of the department are Illustrative 

of Its work. The functions of the department will, 

however, by no means, be limited to these activities, 

problems of 1 iternal security, of economic organization 

and development, of leetln social, Industrial, financial 

and other needs, will continue constantly to arise,

'phene nay be dealt with by the Department of War 

Services, by Itself or In conjunction with other depart­

ments of the government as authority for sue* purposes 

may, from time to tiue, bo given the Minister by the 

Governor In Council,

In a word, It is Intended and expected that the 

department, by Its garerai supervision of war activities, 

and needs, its co-ordination of State and voluntary 

effort, and the inauguration and carrying out of special 

war services, as need for the saine arises, will become 

a most effective Instrument in a nation-wide furtherance 

of the war effort of our country#

REPEAT 
REPETITION
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July 22, 1940

3S<nO

Since this House of Commons adjourned 
on Friday last, honourable members will have read 
accounts of the speech delivered by Herr Hitler to 
the Reichstag on that day# The speech was accompanied 
by newspaper repbrts that many parts of Europe were 
threatened with famine. Some semi-official statements, 
presumably Inspired, were also issued from German 
sources concerning the future of Canada. In the cir­
cumstances, a word in Canada’s parliament concerning 
Hitler’s latest utterance may not be out of place.

Hitler’s speech abounds with the historical 
falsehoods which have characterized his utterances 
since the outbreak of war. His words and his works 
are both known. His words have been a succession of 
promises made and of promises broken. His works have 
been cruelty, rapine, bloodshed and violence.

His speech was characterized by Hitler as 
an appeal to reason and common sense. It purported 
to be concerned with peace. In reality, it was mostly,
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if not entirely, a threat of dire calamity 

to millions of innocent beings, and exhibited 

a reliance upon force and violence greater than 

that which Hitler has displayed in any of his 

previous utterances. There was not so much as a 

suggestion of conditions or terms upon which peace 

could be discussed. The speech contained, however, 

the most specific references to "unending suffering 

and misery" for millions, and to "complete 

annihilation" of either the British or the German 

people, and the prediction that unless the dictator's 

will prevailed, a great Bmpire would be destroyed. 

All this was from one who in the same address 

professed a deep disgust for the type of unscrupulous 

politician who wrecks entire nations and states.

The speech calls for no words in reply.

It answers itself. The one comment that obviously 

may fittingly be made upon it is that so far as
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the future of tho war is concerned, deception has run 
its course. Resolute action alone will decide how suf­
fering and misery are to be ended, whether tyranny or 
freedom is to be annihilated, whether civilization 
is to be destroyed or to survive.

As to the threatened disaster to the peoples 
of Europe, none will regret a calamity to the innocent 
victims of persecution and aggression more than the 
people of Canada who have built this nation upon 
the foundation of tolerance, good-will, peace and 
racial generosity. But if such a calamity does occur, 
none will identify more clearly its creators and 
originators. The men who will have brought famine 
to Europe will be tho same men who have brought fire 
and slaughter to Poland, to Norway, to Holland, to 
Belgium and to France, Against all of HitlerT3 
prophecies, there stands another prophecy that through­
out the ages has never failed to come to pass. Sooner or 
later, sure retribution will overtake the tyrant who 
defies tho law of God and man^/lJntll that retribution 

comes, to undo the wrong done by the guilty, the peoples 
of tho British Commonwealth will continue to face 
every ordeal with fearless eyes and unflinching courage.
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With reference to the destiny of Canada, all I 
wish to say is that the destiny of Canada will be 
determined not by Hitler, not by Mussolini, nor by any 
combination of aggressors, but by the free will of the 
people of Canada in accordance with their tried and 
traditional loyalty.

Hitler has spoken of peace and of a new social order.
He has done so, however, in accents of war. He has chosen
to talk about negotiation in the language of domination.

^rhe mind that is capable of conceiving thoughts of wholesale
destruction and complete annihilation is not a mind that
is capable of envisaging either concepts of justice or
the blessings of peace. Least qf alL. is it able tp. build 

#t ouAil l£* ufe-U t*UM**i*
a new social order as Hitler claims has been his intention.r<
The peace that wil.1 finally come to the world will be the 
peace that the free men of the world desire and understand, 
a peace that their sacrifices have won. It will not be a 
German peace. It will not be that false Nazi peace where men 
move amid the hushed suspense of fear in the presence of the 
spy, the gangster and the Gestapo. Above all, it will never 
be a peace based on a conception of subordination of 
individual personality to the control of a material­
istic and war-like state. It will be a peace which will 
re-establish liberty and reaffirm the rights
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of men. It will be a peace under which men and women 
can speak the truth in their hearts and live their 
lives without fear; a peace in which labour will have 
dignity, religion wil3 have freedom, and little children 
will have security.

The nations of the British Commonwealth have 
no doubt had many failings, but they have loved and 
honoured justice and mercy. Today they do not fight for 
power, they do not fight for the preservation of any 
form of government, they fight the battle of mankind.
The battle ground has moved to the very home of freedom 
itself. There and now the great qualities of the people 
of the British Isles shine more brightly than ever.
The invasion of those Islands will be the invasion of 
the sanctuaries of all free men. Their invader is 
our invader. Canadians are prouder than ever to share 
with the men and women of Britain the rigours of the 
conflict, and to stand shoulder to shoulder with them 
in the defence of social justice and of human liberty.
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CANADA CARRIES ON

1

REVIEW OF THE WAR EFFORT OF THE 
DOMINION AS PRESENTED TO THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, JULY 29/1940

THE PRIME "MINISTER
Right Hon.ÆL MACKENZIE KING: 

Some days ago the leader of the opposition 
(Mr. Hanson) mentioned that the house 
would like to have, before the end of the 
session, a statement from the government 
with respect to Canada’s war effort. I replied 
that statements had from time to time been 
made but that I could appreciate his feeling, 
as well as the feeling of other hon. members, 
that, receiving these statements intermit­
tently and only in part a comprehensive pic­
ture would not readily present itself to their 
minds. I promised that the government would 
therefore take an early opportunity of giving 
in outline the essential features of Canada’s 
war effort as it has been put forth up to the 
present and also in relation to what is being 
planned with the future in view.

There has been a suggestion that it would 
perhaps be most appropriate to discuss 
defence matters, in part, in secret session. 
I hope, for many reasons, that this may not 
be necessary. I will not say that the govern­
ment will decline to have a secret session, 
but my experience with regard to secrets is 
that if you wish to have something told, 
the best thing to do is to announce that 
you arc telling someone a secret. I am very 
much afraid that a secret session might only 
result in many statements being made with 
respect to what had taken place at the 
secret session which in the end would prove 
more embarrassing to all concerned than if 
we sought to face the questions in open 
forum. If, however, it should appear, after 
the ministers have replied to questions asked, 
that there are some matters on which the 
house would wish to be further enlightened, 
and for which purpose a secret session would 
be necessary, the government will be pre­
pared to take that necessity into considera­
tion.

The order I would suggest in which the 
presentation of the various statements should 
be made would be to begin with the Minister 
of National Defence (Mr. Ralston), who 
would speak more particularly with relation 
to the army, to be followed by the Minister 
of National Defence for Air (Mr. Power), 
who is also acting in this house as Minister 
of National Defence for Naval Services. He 
would speak with reference to the war effort 
as it affects air forces and the naval ser­
vices. Then the Minister of Munitions and 
Supply (Mr. Howe) would review the war 
effort from the point of view of his depart­

ment, to be followed by the Minister of 
National War Services (Mr. Gardiner), who 
would deal in part with mobilization and 
questions in relation thereto, the presentation 
to be concluded by a statement from the 
Minister of Finance (Mr. Ilsley), who would 
touch upon the financial aspects of our war 
effort. That does not include the part of the 
war effort relating to what might be described 
as economic defence on the home front, the 
control of prices, the production and market­
ing of products and the like. These matters 
have been discussed at considerable length 
already, and they may be taken up further 
on the estimates of the departments con­
cerned.

That, in brief, is the proposal with respect 
to the manner of informing the house of 
Canada’s war effort as it is being pursued at 
the present time.

It might assist hon. members in following 
the presentation if I were to call to mind 
outstanding phases of the war to date. They 
have an immediate bearing upon what will 
be presented in the statements. I need not 
say anything about the period foreshadowing 
the war, nor need I say anything about the 
early beginnings of the war. It was on the 
1st of September last that Poland was in­
vaded and on the 10th of that month 
Canada went into the war; so that the pre­
sentation will cover a period that does not 
yet extend fully to eleven months. What is 
set forth will represent what has been accom­
plished, in the main, within that period of 
time.

WAR’S EARLY STAGES
The early stages of the war, as hon. mem­

bers will recall, were largely concerned with 
conflict at sea and in the air. I am speaking 
now more particularly of war between Ger­
many and Great Britain. It was not until 
the spring of this year that there began a 
very significant change. It was the invasion 
by Germany of neutral countries. We then 
witnessed first, Denmark and Norway in­
vaded, then Holland, Belgium and Luxem­
bourg, and finally the invasion and collapse 
of France. I might give the house a few 
dates that will present these events in their 
proper sequence. They help to explain a 
change in some particulars in the methods 
employed by our government as well as the 
government of the United Kingdom in ex­
pediting much that had been planned at an 
earlier period.
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The German invasion of Poland was on 
September 1. Britain and France declared 
war on Germany on September 3 and our 
Canadian declaration of war came on Sep­
tember 10. On November 30 Finland was 
attacked by Russia. The peace between 
Russia and Finland was signed on March 12.

In the interval, on January 25, this 
Canadian parliament was dissolved and the 
general elections took place, or at least the 
period of the general elections followed im­
mediately. The elections themselves took 
place on March 26. Before and during the 
elections I ventured to say that one of the 
reasons why we had been anxious to have 
the elections at that particular time and 
have them over before the spring was that 
it was anticipated that the war would reach 
an intensified stage in the early spring and 
that it would undoubtedly be of advantage 
to the country to have a new parliament in 
existence before that phase of the war came 
about. It so happened that the invasion by 
Germany of Denmark and Norway followed 
on the 9th of April. On May 10 Belgium, 
The Netherlands and Luxembourg were in­
vaded by Germany; on May 14 the Dutch 
army ceased resistance. It was just at that 
very critical time that the first session of the 
present parliament met. That was on May 
16. On May 28, the Belgian army surrendered 
under King Leopold; on June 10, Italy de­
clared war on Britain and France; on June 
16, the Petain government was formed in 
France, and on June 22, France signed an 
armistice with Germany and on June 24, 
an armistice with Italy.

I have said that several statements have 
been made on Canada’s war effort up to the 
present. I have in my hand a brief reference 
to the more important broadcasts that have 
been made by members of the government 
on Canada’s war effort or aspects thereof, 
and also a brief record of important state­
ments in parliament reviewing Canada’s war 
effort or aspects thereof. With the consent 
of the house I should like to place these lists 
on Hansard. I believe they would be helpful 
as a ready reference to anyone who might 
wish later on to review Canada’s war effort.
Broadcasts by Members of the Government on 

Canada’s War Effort or Aspects Thereof 
1939

October 81—the Prime Minister on “Organization of 
Canada’s War Effort’’.

November 24—Minister of Finance on “Canada’s 
War Effort on the Economic Front”.

December 10—Minister of Labour on the work of the 
War-time Prices and Trade Board.

December 17—Prime Minister on “The British Com­
monwealth Air Training Plan”.

December 20—Minister of National Defence on 
Canada’s war effort.

1940
January 7—Minister of Transport on work of the 

War Supply Board.
May 22—Minister of National Defence on Canada's 

war effort in the new emergency.
May 23—Minister of National Defence for Air and 

Minister of Munitions and Supply on the war 
effort of their respective departments.

June 7—Prime Minister on Canada’s war effort. 
June 18—Minister of Finance on war finance and 

the effects of the national resources mobilization 
legislation. Repeated in French by the Minister 
of Justice.

June 23—Minister of Justice over French net-work 
on the effects of the mobilization legislation. 

July 10—Minister of National Defence and Minister 
of National Defence for Air on plans for in­
creased recruiting and training of troops.

July 26—Minister of National War Services on the 
forthcoming national registration.

Note.—This list does not include broadcasts during 
the general election campaign in which the war 
effort was fully reviewed.
Important Statements in Parliament Reviewing 

Canada’s War Effort or Aspects Thereof 
May 20—A comprehensive review by the Prime 

Minister.
May 21—The defence services, by the Minister of 

National Defence (Mr. Rogers).
May 22—War supply, by the Minister of Munitions 

and Supply.
June 3—Internal security, by the Minister of Justice. 
June 4—Naval assistance to Britain, by the Prime 

Minister.
June 7—War supply, by the Prime Minister.
June 11—Canadian action in Greenland, by the 

Prime Minister.
June 11—War supply, by the Frime Minister.
June 11—Internal security, by the Prime Minister. 
June 13—Veterans’ home guard, by the Acting 

Minister of National Defence (Mr. Power). 
June 13—Air Training, by the Minister of National 

Defence for Air.
June 18—Review of recent developments (West 

Indies, Newfoundland, Iceland, etc.) and an­
nouncement of National Resources Mobilization 
Act, national registration and Department of 
National War Services, by the Prime Minister. 

June 18—Recruiting, by the Acting Minister of 
National Defence (Mr. Power).

June 19—Reception of British children and of 
prisoners of war, by the Prime Minister and the 
Minister of Mines and Resources.

June 24—The budget, by the Minister of Finance 
(Mr. Ralston).

June 27—Reception of British children, by the 
Minister of Mines and Resources.

July 8—Review of the war organization, by the 
Prime Minister.

The only point I should like to mention 
before saying a word in general about the 
picture is the relation of the events I have 
cited to the discussions in our own parlia­
ment. As I have already mentioned, Canada’s 
declaration of war came on September 10.
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That was at the time of the special session 
of the last parliament. At that special session 
important legislation was passed which 
enabled the government to organize Canada’s 
war effort, lay the foundations of it, so to 
speak, in the months which immediately 
followed. I do not think it will be necessary 
for the ministers in their presentation to­
night to review, except in the barest outline, 
what was accomplished between the time of 
the special session and the period of the 
general elections. The whole war effort of 
the government was very fully reviewed 
during the general elections, which extended 
over a period of two months, and the 
Canadian people passed upon our war effort 
and the government’s programme and policies 
up to that point.

EFFECT OF BLITZKRIEG
As I have mentioned, parliament reas­

sembled at a moment of intense warfare in 
Europe. It reassembled just shortly after the 
invasion of Denmark and Norway, and at 
the time of the fighting in Holland and 
Belgium. That particular period of the war 
I suppose might be described either as the 
period of invasion by Germany of neutral 
countries or the period of the blitzkrieg in 
relation to these several countries. The 
blitzkrieg, or lightning war, as the expression 
is in English, did necessarily have an im­
portant bearing not only upon Canada’s war 
effort but upon the war effort of all the 
different parts of the British empire. As lion, 
members are aware, in planning Canada’s 
war effort the government did so in close 
cooperation with the British government. 
Our plans were laid in accordance with those 
of the high command in Britain and in con­
sultation with the governments of other parts 
of the British empire.

It was the generally accepted view at the 
outset that the war would be a long one, 
the period mentioned being three years, and 
possibly longer, and plans were laid in rela­
tion to a war that would extend over that 
period of time. Now I do not say that the 
high command of the British government 
have changed their view in any particular 
as to the length of the war. The war may 
still be a war of three or four years. But in 
one particular a very real change has been 
made, as a result of the sudden invasion of 
these neutral countries, the intensity of 
which invasion was something wholly unex­
pected. I do not think it was assumed, at the 
beginning of the war, that even Germany 
was going ruthlessly to violate these neutral 
countries, whatever else she might attempt. 
At any rate, the effect of the subjugation of

these different free neutral countries, and the 
attack upon France, to say nothing of the 
results that it produced, did necessitate a 
speeding up of the entire preparations to 
meet an immediate situation. And Canada, 
along with other parts of the British empire, 
at that time, undertook new obligations in a 
number of directions, obligations which had 
not been either foreseen or anticipated until 
events developed as they did.

In expediting the work and enlarging the 
scope of Canada’s war effort, it has been 
found necessary, as lion, members know, to 
create new ministries. Where we started with 
the one ministry of national defence we have 
to-day three departments of defence, one 
specially concerned with the army, another 
with the air force, and the third with the 
navy. We have undertaken enormous obliga­
tions with respect to the British common­
wealth air training scheme. There is also the 
new Department of Munitions and Supply, 
and more recently still, the Department of 
National War Services. The legislation creat­
ing these new departments has, except in the 
case of the Department of Munitions and 
Supply for which provision was made at the 
special session, been passed by this present 
parliament. Hon. members are I think fairly 
familiar with much that has since been ac­
complished under the direction of the 
ministers in charge.

As an introduction to what may be said 
by my colleagues, may I say that the 
kaleidoscopic changes in the war itself have 
brought changes equally swift and equally 
colourful in the methods which have been 
necessary to meet them. Improvisations have 
had to be fitted into plans. Men have had to 
be moved to unexpected spheres of action. 
The production of materials has needed to 
be enlarged and hastened beyond what were 
believed to be the necessities of time and 
extent. Unprecedented measures had to be 
taken to provide for the requisite financial 
appropriations. The collapse of neutral and 
allied countries, the intensity of air warfare, 
the spread of the conflict to distant lands, 
circumstances which have sent Canadian 
soldiers and resources and ships to the West 
Indies, Newfoundland, Iceland and the seas 
that wash the shores of the United Kingdom 
and France—all these things have made it 
difficult for anyone to reduce to a single 
presentation the panorama of passing events.

It is not easy for anyone to see the picture 
steadily and as a whole. The whole has some­
times been obscured by the parts. The 
perspective of 1940 has often been lost in the 
memories of 1914. The Canadian scene has
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often become almost invisible in the smoke 
of the battle ground of Europe. 1 hope that 
as a result of the facts which will be told to 
the house to-day a clearer picture will emerge 
in the minds of parliament and the people 
of Canada. Let me say that the recital of 
facts which will follow is not intended as a 
recital of the achievements of a political 
party. It represents the achievements of the 
Canadian people, directed by the government 
and assisted by the constructive criticism of 
his majesty’s loyal opposition.

EFFORT IN OUTLINE
May I give just a few broad outlines of 

our war effort. We have had:
First, to organize and expand the defences 

of Canada on land, on sea and in the air;
Second, to furnish the maximum aid to 

the common cause in men and machines of 
war, wherever they were most needed;

Third, to organize the production of 
machines and munitions of war, so that out­
put shall reach the highest possible maximum 
and private profits be held at the lowest 
possible minimum;

Fourth, to organize the production, distri­
bution and transportation of foodstuffs to 
meet the needs of war;

Fifth, to prevent any undue rise in prices, 
and to protect the consumers of Canada 
against manipulation and speculation;

Sixth, to strengthen the nation’s financial 
structure by taxation, by borrowing, and by 
the stabilization of international exchange;

Seventh, to provide the necessary 
machinery to mobilize the material and 
human resources of the country in the na­
tional interest, without fear or favour 
towards any class, section or interest in the 
country; and to mobilize these resources by 
progressive stages in a manner which will 
best serve to enlarge the scope and enhance 
the effectiveness of our war effort;

Eighth, to make provision for the internal 
security of the nation against sabotage to 
industry, transport and other vital services; 
to guard against hostile propaganda and es­
pionage and other so-called “fifth column” 
activities; to take precautions against enemy 
aliens and sympathizers;

Ninth, to assist in providing for the 
security of Britain through the reception of 
enemy aliens and prinsoners of war for in­
ternment in Canada, and for the reception of 
such children as the British government is 
prepared to send to Canada in order to re­
move them to a place of safety;

Tenth, to correlate national war services 
and voluntary effort under government direc­

tion and to provide appropriate and helpful 
ways and means of utilizing the essential 
patriotism of our citizens and their willing­
ness and expressed desire to work for the 
common cause.

To accomplish these ends and to further 
these purposes it may be said, in a word, 
that Canada has brought into being, on a 
scale that is constantly expanding, an army 
for service overseas and for home defence; 
has been building and manning a navy which 
to-day is assisting in the defence of our 
coasts, in convoying ships across, in patrolling 
Atlantic waters, and in repelling enemy 
forces which threaten the invasion of the 
British isles; and has organized and es­
tablished an air force which is in service at 
home and abroad. We have, moreover, as­
sumed responsibility for the supervisions of 
the gigantic commonwealth air training plan 
and have vastly expedited its development. 
In a word we have, in addition to the 
measures taken for the immediate defence 
and security of our own land, sent ships and 
troops and airmen to the West Indies, to 
Newfoundland, to Iceland and to Europe. 
We have made tremendous commitments for 
the production of machines and munitions. 
The house is aware of the terms of the Na­
tional Resources Mobilization Act and the 
National War Services Act, and of the opera­
tions of the War-time Prices and Trade 
Board, and of the Foreign Exchange Control 
Board.

The review by the ministers of the depart­
ments of government more immediately con­
cerned will set forth in detail what has been 
done and is further planned to fulfil our duty 
and implement the legislation which parlia­
ment has passed. The statements to be made 
will give in terms of men, machines and 
money, the state of the army, the navy, and 
the air force, and the progress of the com­
monwealth air training plan; and detailed 
reports, in so far as they can with safety be 
given, on the manufacture and production of 
aeroplanes, munitions and mechanized equip­
ment.

I believe it will be agreed that the record 
which will be unfolded represents a re­
markable transformation of a peace-loving 
nation of eleven millions into a people 
unitedly and effectively organized to fight 
for the preservation of freedom and 
democracy, and determined unceasingly and 
increasingly to give of their utmost to the 
cause of human freedom which, alone among 
the nations of the world, if the orient be 
excepted, Britain and the British dominions 
are defending in arms at the present time.
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Notes for Opening of No. 2 

Service Flying Training School 

at Uplands, August 5, 1940

Thanks to the Governor-General

Appropriate that the representative 

of His Majesty the King should 

officiate

Emphasizes the co-operative nature 

of British Commonwealth Air 

Training Plan

Stages in British Commonwealth Plan

1. Polish campaign revealed decisive 

role of warfare in the air.

2. Proposal made by United Kingdom 

on September 26.

5, First public announcement 

October 10.
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4. British Mission arrived 

(October 15);

Australian Mission (Nov. 1); 

New Zealand Mission (Nov. 3)

5. Details worked out in Ottawa 

in October and November by

4 governments.

6. Basis of agreement reached 

(November 27).

7. Agreement signed

Opening today of the first new

Service Flying Training School 

marks beginning of the third

stage in training of pilots.
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9. Magnitude of enterprise easier 

to grasp when it is realized 

this School is only the s econd 

of 16 Service Flying Training 

Schools which will he in operation 

when the Plan is fully developed.

(Note: No. 1. Service Flying Training 

School at Gamp Borden was 

already in existence before 

the outbreak of war).

Stages in Training of Pilots 

First stage: initial training 4 weeks 

2nd stage: elementary training 8 weeks 

3rd stage : service flying 14 weeks

4th stage : bombing 2 weeks
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Congratulations to Air Vice Marshal 

Lloyd S. Breadner

Born Carleton Place (July 14,1894);

Lived in Ottawa since childhood ;

Joined Royal Naval Air Service 1915 

Served in France

Distinguished Service Cross, Apr.1917 

Squadron Commander R.N.A.S.,Nov.1917 

later in Royal Air Force until 

March 1919;

Appointed to Canadian Air Board, Apr.1920 

and to Royal Canadian Air Force 

(August 1922);

Officer Commanding at Camp Borden 

1924-1925;

R.A.F. Staff College 1926-27 

National Defence II. Q,.Staff 1928-32 

Officer Commanding at Trenton 1932-35 

Imperial Defence College 1936
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Staff Officer at Headquarters

since until appointment as 
Chief of Staff, 1940 

Recently promoted to rank of Air 
Vice Marshal

Record an indication of qualifi­
cations for his tremendous
task.
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Air Power the Key to Victory

Canadian training programme
greatly enlarged on outbreak 
of war.

At request of British government 
Canadian training merged in 
Commonwealth Plan.

In September, United Kingdom
government indicated proposed 
co-operative effort "may 
prove to be of the most es­
sential and decisive character".

Before the Agreement was concluded 
United Kingdom government 
informed Canadian government 
of its opinion that
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"participation in the Air 

Training Scheme would provide

for more effective assistance

towards ultimate victory 

than any other form of 

military co-operation which

Canada can give*

Immense proportions of Plan diffi­

cult to grasp ; 

some impatience at length 

of time required to produce 

results ;

When Blitzkrieg came, government

criticized for sacrificing 

immediate assistance to 

long-range plans ;

Demands made that the Air Training

Plan be abandoned; government
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and air force refused to 

be stampeded;

Modifications made which speeded up 

instead of slowing down 

training programme while, 

at same time, giving immediate 

assistance to Britain;

Recent developments have vindicated 

policy: tide of war can be 

turned only by development 

of air superiority.

Air Training not the whole picture of

Canada1s air contribution

Home defence s:;imdrons on coast 

guard and convoy duty ;

Canadian pilots and airmen have
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distinguished themselves 
in Royal Air Force;

A Canadian Squadron was formed in
the R. A, F. which has seen 
much service and had many 
casualties and many deco­
rations ;

Royal Canadian Air Force represented 
now in the United Kingdom 
by two Army Co-operation 
Squadrons and ore Fighter 
Squadron;

These are the fore-runners of the
stream of pilots, observers 
and gunners who will be 
trained in the British Common­
wealth Air Training Schools in 
ever-growing numbers.
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Service Flying
D 32628

Training Schools

Thanks to Governor General•
Appropriateness of good offices*
Emphasizes co-operative nature of 
training plan*

Congratulations - Minister for Air, & als< 
M Air Vice-Marshal Breadner,

Workmen and contractors - 
part all playing*

Responsibility of an air force*
Air power the key to victory*
Each action important - 

saving of life, 
achieving of victory*

Fate of lives and nations*

Begin to visualize magnitude of plan* 
History of - Poland, etc* 

Significance of^lan - (see exhibit).
Air training not whole picture of 

Canada1s air contribution#
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Before the Agreement was concluded 

United Kingdom government informed 

Canadian government of its opinion that 

"participation in the Air Training 

Scheme would provide for more effective 

assistance towards ultimate victory 

than any other form of military co­

operation which Canada can give"#

Air Training Plan is one great 

brotherhood of youth of the Empire, 

joined together to achieve wy victory#
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PROGRAMME FOR OPENING OF 
SERVICE FLYING TRAINING SCHOOLS.

J>33€33
Pre-war No. 1 Camp Borden

Aug. 5 o ÎO Uplands (Ottawa)

Sept. 16 No. 4 Saskatoon

Oct. 28 No. 3 Calgary

Nov • 11 IDO& Brantford

Nov. 25 No. 6 Macleod, (Alta.)

Dec • 9 NO. 7 Dunnville (Ont.)

Dec. 23 COo Moncton



Exact date not

-2-

flxed.

o O L * O îjQ owü'i

9. Dec. Mo. 9 Moose Jaw

10. Dec. Mo. 10 Kingston

11. Dec. Mo. 12 Medicine Hat

12. De c • Mo. 13 Carberry (Man.)

13. Jan.1941 Mo. 11 Summerside (P.E.I. )

14. Feb. " No. 14 Dauphin (Man.)

15. March fr No. 15 St. Hubert(Montreal)

16. April " MO. 16 Yorkton (Sask.)



SUI.Ü.ÎAR.Y OF FIlOC-RAO.ÎE |J 33f?35
Showing number of schools 

to be opened by months"

August

September 1

October 1

November 2

December 6

Januaryf If <•/ I 1

February 1

March 1

April 1



British House of Commons, July 7, 1958, column 596 OjQ 0

Mr. Attlee ("by Private Notice) asked the Secretary of
State for Air whether his attention had been drawn to
v
the statement of the Prime Minister of Canada that the 
Dominion Government are prepared in connection with 
their own establishment to help in affording facilities 
for the training of pilots for theRoyal Air Force, if 
that would be of service, andwhether he had any state­
ment to make.

Sir Kingsley Wood (Secretary of State for Air): replied:

nYes, Sir, an offer to this effect has been 
communicated to His Majesty1s government in the United 
Kingdom by the Canadian Prime Minister to the United King­
dom High Commissioner. A reply has been sent expressing 
warm appreciation of the offer and arrangements are being 
made in accordance with a suggestion ofthe Canadian Prime 
Minister for an officer to be sent immediately to Canada 
to explore in co-operation with the Canadian government the 
possibility of working out such a scheme for training 
faciities in Canada.”
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MEMORANDUM TO THE PRIME MINISTER:

I attach a few brief notes for Monday's ceremony.
I understand that it will take place at 2.30 P.M., and 
that the following tentative programme has been sug­
gested:

1. Formal opening by His Excellency the Governor 
General.

2. A few remarks by the Prime Minister.
3. A few words of thanks by Air Vice Marshal Bread-

ner.
I also attach a copy of the Royal Canadian Air Force 

Orders of the Day.

August 3, 19^0. L.W.B.
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Thanks to the Governor General for his part In the 

historic ceremony which marks the opening of the first service 
flying school under the Commonwealth Air Training Plan.

To-day marks the(first/heglnnlng In concrete form of 
the final stage In the training of fighting pilots. Prom this 
spot the first group of fully trained Commonwealth Air Training 
Pilots will leave for the battle fronts of Europe after a mini­
mum of 150 hours intensive training, 100 hours of which will be 
spent in the air at Uplands.

The Air Training Plan is in reality one great brother­
hood of the youth of the Empire joined together to achieve jvinged 
victory. Canada is proud to be charged with the great trust 
which is involved in^their reception,'^heir training andHheir 

despatch.

Describe the Commonwealth Air Training Plan as still 
the greatest potential instrument of victory. It was conceived 
with imagination, and has been planned with care, thoroughness, 
foresight and patience.
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On this field^in this city^ on this day, it has become 

a concrete living thing.

Point out that the opening of this school is one month 
ahead of the original date. No doubt many improvements still re- 
main to be made, but in all its essentials it is a fully equipped 
unit.

The early opening has been made possible by the accéléra 
tion of the plan to meet the intensity of enemy attack and by 
typically Canadian improvisation to take care of the unexpected. 
Above all progress has depended upon the unremitting and devoted 
labour of those who have been charged with the duties of construct 
ion and organization.

It will not be long before the training school which 
starts to-day with 40^pilots, 15^instructors and 280 airmen and 
ground staff, will be a school of 160 pilots and a total per­
sonnel of 1,000.

We have followed the tried traditions and experienced 
wisdom of the British Air Force. In the making of an air force 
there must be character, training and equipment. A successful



3.

JJ38640
air force demands thoroughness of preparation, accuracy, strength 
and speed of machines and brave, adventurous men. These we have 
and shall have.

There is something in the character and gallantry of 
Canadian youth which makes them ideal air men. Their special 
qualities are bravery, coolness in the face of fire, quickness 
of hand, brain and eye, and the pioneer's willingness to accept 
the risk of brilliant and daring adventure.

The Air Forces of the British Commonwealth are admitted 
to have provided the best men, the best machines, and the best 
training. Up to date we have led the world in quality. The 
opening of this field is proof that before many months we will 
have overcome the disadvantages of numbers.

It may well be that those who chronicle the events of 
the war of 1939 and the years that follow, will record that the 
corner stone of triumph was laid when the first fighting pilot 
took to the air at the Uplands field in Ottawa on August the 
fifth, 1940.
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In the name of the government and people of Canada, 

thank Air Marshal Breadner and his men for what they have done 

and will do to free the heavens of terror/and make the skies of 

Europe ss peaceful as they are In Ottawa on this summer’s day.



His Excellency, Major-General, The 

Earl of Athlone, K.G., has been pleased

D 38642

to consent to attend the ceremony in 

connection with the opening of No. 2 

Service Flying Training School at the 

Royal Canadian Mr Force Station, Uplands 

Ontario, at 14.30 hours Monday, August 

5th, 1940.

ROYAL CANaDIAN AIR FORCE 

ORDERS

ISSUED BY WING CGbii ANDER F.S. i .cGILL

CO!LANDING OFFICER, R.C.A.F. Station, Uplands, Ont.

1. His Excellency has graciously consented to open 

officially the No.2 Service Flvinç Training School 

on behalf of the R.C.AeF. at Uplands, Ontario.

2. The R.C.A.F. will provide a Guard of Honour 

which will parade as detailed in separate orders.

3. By direction of the Chief of the Mr Staff, all 

R.C.A.F. personnel attending are to wear the appro­

priate R.C.A.F. blue service dress.

4. All cars will be parked in the area especially 

allotted for that purpose, well clear of the tarmac. 

Service Police and guards will be provided for the 

purpose of directing traffic.

PROGRAM OF EVii1 2 3 4 5 6 7ÏS

5. The Commanding Officer of tho R#C#A.F. Station, 

Uplands, accompanied by the Chief of tho Mr Staff 

and tho Officer Commanding No.3 Training Command, 

will meet His Excellency and party on arrival at 

the point of disembarkation.

6. When tho party approaches the saluting point,

the Guard of Honour will give a Royal Saluto and His 

Excellency will be invited to inspect tho Guard of 

Honour by the Guard Commander.



7. Tho Chief of the Air Staff, Royal Canadian 

Air Force, the,Officer Commanding No, 3 Training 

Command, the Commanding Officer, R.C.A.F. Station, 

Uplands, and his Adjutant, will accompany His 

Excellency and the Guard Commander during the 

inspection.

8. During the inspection the band will play 

appropriate music.

9. On completion of the inspection the Guard will 

march past Uis Excellency at the saluting base.

10. Durin0 the march past the airmen in front of 

the aircraft will be formed up in squads m pre­

paration to move off.

11. After the march past the Guard of Honour and 

the band will be halted in their original positions.

12. The Inspecting Party will proceed to their scats.

13. His Excellency will bo invited by the Commanding 

Officer, R.C.A.F. Station, Uplands, to declare the 

No,2 Service Flying Train!n/r. School officially open.

14. The speech by the Prime Minister will take place 

at this point and the Chief of the Air Staff will 

reply on behalf of the Royal Canadian Air Force.

15. The Commanding Officer, R.C.A.F. Station, Up­

lands, will order the Guard of Honour and the other 

Squads to march off.

16. The aircraft will be taxied to position and will 

tako off and circle the aerodrome.

17. Wing Commander F.S. McGill, Commanding Officer, 

R.C.A.F. Station, Uplands, will extend an invitation 

to His Excellency and official guests to make a tour 

of the Station and attond a short reception in the 

Headquarters Building

(F.S. McGill) IVing Commander(F.S. McGill) IVing Commander, 
Commanding Officer, 
R.C.A.F. Station, Uplands.
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Doctrines of Liberal Party.



JWP/PM
21,8.40

The development of Canadian-American relations. o
L?-

In August of 1938 two significant declarations 

were made on Canadian soil. They marked the first explicit 

recognition of reciprocity in defence on the part of Canada 

and the United States.

At Queen’s University in Kingston, President 

Roosevelt declared:

11 The Dominion of Canada is part of the 
sisterhood of the British Empire. I give 
to you assurance that the people of the 
United States will not stand idly by if 
domination of Canadian soil is threatened 
by any other empire".

Two days later, I replied, in acknowledging Mr. 

Roosevelt’s declaration on behalf of the people of Canada, 

using these words:

"We, too, have our obligations as a good 
friendly neighbours, and one of them is to 
see that, at our own instance, our country is 
made as immune from attack or possible invasion 
as we can reasonably be expected to make it, 
and that, should the occasion ever arise, enemy 
forces should not be able to pursue their way, 
either by land sea or air to the United States, 
across Canadian territory".

At the same time I made it very clear that these 

reciprocal responsibilities for the defence of our common 

homeland in North America in no way diminished the 

responsibility of Canada as a nation of the British
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Commonwealth. That the President recognized the implica­
tions of our situation, I recalled in my concluding sentence, 
which I wish now to repeat :

,fThe common concern which each part e£ 
would be expected to have for the whole was 
recognized by the President, when, in convey­
ing the assurance he did, he prefaced his 
words by explicitly pointing out that the 
Dominion of Canada is part of the sisterhood 
of the British Empire”.
The events of the two troubled years which have 

followed have served to emphasize , in both Canada and the 
United States, the necessity for reciprocal concern for 
each other’s security. They have also allayed the fears of 
those who ^&a^>d that closer relations with the United States 

would weaken Canada’s ties with the other British nations.
The truth has been the exact opposite.

Canada has instead become, as I have pointed out 
before, the bridge which joins the new freedom of the North 
American continent with the ancient freedom of Britain. V/e 
have, in recent days, found the means to strengthen that bridge 
at both ends. To help Britain to face the immediate emergency 
of this summer we have contributed to the utmost limit of our 
immediately available resources. We have speeded up our 
preparations for the bitter months and years ahead. Yet we
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have found time, too, to strengthen our bonds with our 

great and friendly neighbour.
The declaration of Ogdensburg marks at once the 

logical development of the declarations of 1938 and an 

unprecedented departure in international relations. Once we 

have recognized our responsibilities for each other’s 

defence, what is more natural than that we should study the 

means and concert the plans to protect one another against 

possible threats to our safety. Yet where else in the world 

can two nations be found, one at war, the other neutral, freely 

associated in formal discussions for the organization of their 

common security.
There is one poiht, above all, I should like to 

stress. The declaration of Ogdensburg and the nolicy from 
which it snrang represent an increase, and not a decrease, in 

Canada’s responsibilities. Canada and the United States 

have undertaken to share the burdens of maintaining their joint 

security; neither has shifted the burden to the other. We 

have recognized that our united strength will be something more 

than the strength of both acting separately. Reciprocity in 

defence involves reciporcal duties as well as reciporcal ad­

vantages. Canada accepts both with a willing heart•
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While I cannot tell you the details of the 

negotiations which have already taken place or those which 

are now taking place, I can say that this signing of the 

bond of good-will between Canada and the United States was 

preceded by intimate conversations extending over a long 

period of time. It has in reality set the seal of per­

manent understanding and mutual confidence upon the honourable 

history of two nations. That history has been a record 

of misunderstandings overcome, of suspicions defeated, of 

differences adjusted, of ancient cort roversies forgotten.

It is in the very truth what Shakespeare describes as a 

marriage of true minds. For in this lasting bond the 

interests of both our nations and the ideals of both our 

nations are wedded together. It is a solemn exchange of 

promises by two nations who have never broken a promise, 

and under God’s Providence will never bfceak these promises.

It would be unwise at this time to overemphasize 

the present result of the initial agreement which we have 

made. It would be even more unwise not to recognize its 

inner significance and the certainty of cooperation, 

understanding, confidence and mutual strength in the years 

that lie ahead.
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These things are sure. If the agreement 

is significant and beneficial to Canada, it is signi­

ficant and beneficial to the United States. If it is 

significant and beneficial to Canada and the United 

States, it is significant and beneficial to the whole 

British Commonwealth. If it is significant and bene­

ficial to the United States and to the British 

Commonwealth, it has with it a promise of peace and 

understanding for the whole world of men.



Topic 14: Preparations to meet the threat of inva;
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I need not try to picture for you the effect 

on democracy and with it on the rights of labour and our 

standards of living if a successful invasion of this 

continent were possible. Every Canadian has a direct and 

immediate interest in every measure which will assist in 

insuring this hemisphere against the risk of invasion.

It was most heartening for every Canadian to 

realize that Britain shared our concer^to make North America 

impregnable. We welcomed the words of Mr. Winston Churchill 

when he declared recently that some months ago the British 

government came to the conclusion that "the interests of the 

United States and of the British Empire both required that 

the United States should have facilities for the naval and 

air defence of the Western Hemisphere against the attack 

of a Nazi power which might have temporary but lengthy 

control of a large part of Western Europe and its resources."

Just as Canada has recognized her own vital 

interest in sharing the defence of democracy in Britain with 

all that it means for the common! so Britain has recognized 

her vital interest in maintaining the security of democracy 

in North America. Mr. Churchill’s words, and the spontaneous 

offer of the British government to make the bases available 

to the United States, constitute a declaration of faith in 

the fundamental unity of freedom and in the common interest

of free peoples in its maintenance.
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In her relations with the United States, Canada 

has proceeded in the same spirit and with the same faith.

It is not without significance that, just as the British 

and Canadian trade agreements with the United States were 

signed on the same day in 1938, so, in 1940, Mr. Churchill’s 

announcement should have had its parallel in the conference 

between President Roosevelt and myself which resulted in 

the creation of the Permanent Joint Defence Board.

The declaration at Ogdensburg and Mr. Churchill’s 

announcement regarding naval and air bases were both the 

result of a long record of fair dealings and friendly 

relations between nations. They represent the same unwavering 

determination to keep freedom alive in the world.
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ITo be added to Canadian-Amerlean Ogdensburg Agreement).

I cannot at this time tell you what words were 
spoken at my conference at Ogdensburg with the President 
of the United States. I hope, however, I may be forgiven 
if I relate to you one incident.

When the formal conversations were over, Mr. Henry 
L. Stlmson, Secretary of War for the United States, turned 
to me and said:

"Daniel Webster was once present at a momentous con­
ference. Over the fireplace in the room where the meeting 
took place was carved an lmagfite of the sun. Daniel Web-

cuaster said: !I do not know whether/»image represents the 
setting sun or the rising sun. Time alone will tell.1"

Mr. Stlmson turned to me and said: "Mr. King, I at 
least am satisfied that as a result of what we have said 
and done here today, we stand beneath the glow and under 
the light of a sun rising upon a freer and better world."

I believe that Mr. Stlmson in those words spoke the 
prophetic truth and that time will be our witness.
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It is well that labour should appreciate to the

It/S' fûll the service it is rendering in the present war. It 

is equally important that this service should be fully 

appreciated by those on whose behalf it is given, and to

Lxf *>•

t *

whose present and ultimate good it will enure. , v
Uk" J* A*" **iJ£p0?Z^t> u. 4

At a time of war ,v first place must always be-

given to those who serve in the fighting forces on land, 

on sea and in the air. Their lives are exposed to danger 

to a degree none others can possibly be. At any moment, 

they must be prepared to sacrifice life itself. It is a 

sacrifice^they are prepared to make that others may be
✓V-v  ̂ A£- > rj • A#-*—"—' < w • ''

saved. 4
vU ..* V“ ' y'^, • — , —. ’ • / •#-?.'-

Mr. Churchill gave' noble expression to a thought v,
! « 4 » i. A- AV»

■;
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, & p+ H j which, within recent weeks, has been constantly within **->**;.,

the minds of all. When speaking of the turning of the tide
a,

of the world war by the prowess and devotion of the
A ' • i>, • • » j

;British airmen, he said: "Never In the field of human
/V l*t* -j fir <

conflict was so much owed by so many to so few", and

he might have added 1 to lives so young1.
Z- «tgr-Vi» .tcr--rr.">; •: r. -irrrvr-srrp

Without planes, without fighting machines, 

without bombs, without reconnaissance equipment, without 

petrol, little or nothing can be effected by the most 

daring and highly skilled pilot or gunner. And what is 

true of the airmen is equally true of the soldier and 

the sailor. Their courage, their training, their skill

fa *
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are of little or no avail except as they too are supplied 

with the most complete and up to date equipment of modern 

warfare. ^ 5 A ^ J 3

The materials required to construct, equip, supply 

and maintain the navies and the armies in time of war require 

production on a scale which rapidly surpasses that necessary

for the maintenance of the populations, in peace-time, of 

entire nations, while the industrial processes involved 

^ require more in the way of technical skill than that 

required in almost any other phase of industry. All 

industry, it will he recalled, is the process by which 

the resources of Nature are transformed through human 

effort into services and commodities available for use^^n

times of peace. In time of war,, the component elements of
A-v< c. a < * éH t (444**4^ Ci"**--t Si** ti-u»*

this vast process are necessarily made to serve' the moano drv^w*» - 

, by which alone victory in the end can be secured, When 

it is recalled that at every stage in each of the several 

processes of industry, to effect the required transformation,

labour is required to supply necessary effort and skill,
fit**#/

there should be little difficulty on the part of labour 

in relating its effort to the winning of the war. The 

greater its skill, the firmer its endurance, the more 

untiring its zeal, the more certain is its contribution 

to that great end7J|rt begins now to look as if blitzkrieg 

had done its worst, and that victory will not come suddenly
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on either aide hut will come^with certainty in the end to

the side that can most completely equip and maintain its

fighting forces at the front. It is here that the winning

of the war rests equally with the numbers, the skill and

the determination of those who are fighting on land, on sea
tx-ta.-'Ct

and in the air, and Lip on the numbers, the skill and the 

determination of those whose labour is given to serve and to 

maintain 'theji at the front.
A

Because, in present-day warfare, the destruction 

of material and supplies has become so vast, it may be 

said that with labour and lireNsrtpipy even more than with 

the forces at the front, rests the duration of the war. 

Germany made the headway she did at the start because of 

her accumulations in previous years. The sacrifice of much 

of that material has been the price she has paid for her 

conquest of neutral nations and the defeat of France. In 

assessing labour's task in the democracies, we must keep 

constantly in mind^ that Germany has added to her own the 

resources of the countries she has subjugated and a vast 

supply of the materials of war which it was anticipated 

would have- been .uaed. against her. The path to victory Is 

aertala-, therefore, to be longer than at the outbreak of 

war could possibly have been anticipated. How long or 

how short it will be will depend more than aught else on 

the contribution of labour. ^

Ctr*- 4^» y» 4* 'A «V* f-Ur-
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But the mass of ordinary simple men of goodwill have 
always desired the same simple ordinary things. They have 
set before them as their goal a world where men can work in

and
dignity,^security, with a fair return for their toil and 
equal opportunities for their children; a world in which 
women can work if they wish, or devote themselves without 
fear to the welfare of their families ; a world in which 
little children can play with safety and grow to citizenship 
surrounded and moulded by all the influences which make for 
gentleness and justice.

Philosophers and poets throughout the ages have 
painted the heartening pictures of such a world. While our 
paths may have run in varying directions, in the end they

in
have always met^the same city of our dreams. One of the 
tragedies of life is that in the clash of opinion we some­
times forget the unity of our purposes.

I have recently read a statement of labour's case in 
this war, written by the late Honourable Arthur Greenwood. 
In pointing out that labour has always stood for the down­
trodden and the oppressed, for the fulfilment of democratic 
ideals so that individuals and nations alike may live their 
lives in freedom, he has listed the things which labour 
has to defend.
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Foremost amongst them he has placed a free parliament.

I think that he has done that because it has been one of 

the glories of British labour that it has always preferred 

peaceful evolution of disciplined liberty to a red revolu­
tion of chaos and bloodshed.

Parliament, he says, is the outward and visible sign 

of the whole world of freedom of the British people, and is 

perhaps the one thing more than any other that Hitler wishes 

to destroy. In that school of thought Canadian labour has 

also been nurtured. Like their British brothers, Canadian 

workmen have hated war, but have loved freedom with a much 

stronger passion than hate. They have known that no sacri­

fice is too great to defend it, and that none but the bravest 
men can maintain it. ^Together with Parliament go the free 

institutions of local government. I doubt whether a purer 

democracy flourishes anywhere than in the councils of the 

cities and towns and villages of Canada, where men without 

reward, and often without thanks, accept the plain, ordinary 

duties of neighbourliness and citizenship.

(To be continued)
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What are the concrete things which labour defends and 
which Naziism seeks to destroy? Labour defends the right 
of the downtrodden and the oppressed to be freed and up­
lifted, It defends parliamentary institutions and local 
governments where man, with the discipline that comes 
from within, is free to express himself for the common 
good. Labour defends too, the trade unions xwhich have 
humanized industry, helped to save capital from its er­
rors and constituted the strongest bulwark against revolu­
tion and chaos. There is not a labour man who does not
know that Naziism will mark Hie end of the organized power1 
of labour and its power to organize.

Labour does not believe that the destiny of man is to 
work like a slave for the machinery of totalitarian industry 
until the moment comes when he is called upon to die for 
the machinery of totalitarian government.

It believes in the right of men to cooperate together 
f,each for all and all for each" -- the full and free right 
of cooperation by producer, by consumer, or by any group of

(x)Topic 11 omitted because it is largely 
covered by what follows and is rather an 
elaborate although excellent treatment of 
a single item.
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men whereve they may be, banding themselves together 

In free association for the Improvement of their economic 
life.

If sometimes we tire of hearing speeches on freedom of 

organization, freedom of speech, freedom of the press and 

f freedom of worship, let us never forget how precious these 

things really are. They are like health to a sick man.

They are only held In their true value when they are en­

dangered or destroyed, but their defence is the defence of 

the economic, the religious and the moral life of every 
home in Canada.

i*- f v. iz. ' * • \ lUCm' *

All that the mass of men have worked for throughout 

the ages has its foundations in these things. The sanctity 

of your home, the welfare of your children, the happiness of 

your families, the maintenance of decent standards of living

and of education, depend on our ability to fight off the

enemy who threatens those rights. All you have worked for,

all you have organized for, is at stake in this war.

Defeat may come to democracy in two ways. None but the

blindest among us could fail to be convinced from Hitler's

published and spoken words and, above all, from his deeds,
l

that he would be satisfied with nothing less than the

domination of the world. We have come to realize that the

/A-.' t-r »« £-*.• ■ « *7a q
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shores.J^En Europe, we are sharing the burden of the de­
fence of Britain and we are helping with all our might 
and main, our heart and soul, our will and strength to 
destroy the Nazi menace. On this continent, through 
joint action with the United States we have constituted 
ourselves also the second line of defence of all free 
peoples, prepared to withstand attack whence soever it 
comes. Both tasks are essential, the one no less than 
the other, if we are to do our full duty to ourselves and 
to the cause of freedom.

D 38659



On our side fights time and the Conscience of men. The 
British Navy is stronger than it was when war began. The 
tonnage of British ships is greater than it was one year 
ago. Our air forces daily increase in strength and number. 
And let me say here that the losses of German planes and 
pilots and British planes and pilots as given by official 
British sources are correct. The German figures are false.

® 38660
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Have no doubt about that. The figures published by Great 

Britain are confirmed by the confidential despatches which 
I receive.

From the great democracy to the south has come the 

encouragement of practical sympathy. I shall speak to you 

in a few minutes of the new rainbow that spans the Atlantic.



Topic 9 - The Meaning of Demooraoy

D 35662
What do we mean by the democracy we have 

sought to build in this new world? I think we mean 

a world in which men and women, regardless of race, 

creed, or class, can live their lives in freedom 

and without fear. We mean a world in which men have 

the right to enjoy the fruits of their honest labour, 

we mean a world which gives a 'Value immeasurable and 

eternal to the humblest of human lives". We mean a 

world which cherishes the ideals of freedom: the right 

to speak, the right to worship, the right to think, the 

right to organize, the right to work.

In our cities, our villages and our frontier 

communities, we have learned what democracy really means.

To us it has meant the dignity of man and the right 

and the power of the many to a full development of 

their powers and talents, to equality of opportunity 

and the freedom to enjoy under the protection of those 

laws which we have ourselves made, an adequate and just

, measure of the fruits of our labours. By tradition, by
I
| ancestry, by choice, we have instinctively hated with 

passionate hatred the doctrines, the practices and the 

ideals which inspire the totalitarian states. We have 

never believed that the march of freedom was a mechanical 

goose-step marking time under the lash of a tyrant.
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Canada, like the United States, has been 

peopled largely by men and women of British stock.

They brought with them to this continent not only 

British law and British respect for law, but the fruits 

of their struggle for freedom in Britain. Above all, they 

bore in their hearts and minds the determination to 

maintain and extend their freedom in the new land 

which beckoned them to its shores.

The ancestors of our French-Canadian fellow 

citizens sprang from those who had sailed the seas, 

tilled the soil, carried the faith and fashioned the 

folk songs of the countryside of Normandy and Brittany. 

Amongst them were many men who could proudly trace their 

descent from the brotherhood of ancient guilds of 

free workmen whose skill and devotion raised the great 

French cathedrals to the glory of God. Upon the 

foundations of their ancestral freedom, the men and 

women of British and French stock built their new 

freedom.
as the years passed, the homeless, the 

oppressed, the adventurous, from every country in 

Europe came amongst us, seeking a new homeland where 

human personality and life were sacred things, where 

tyranny and slavery could be nothing but a far-off 

memory, where the state existed for man and not man
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for the state. They were accepted into our great 
family of free men and became the heirs of the liberty 
which had preceded them.

The traditions of freedom have grown and 
flourished in our Canadian homeland. The frontiers 
of freedom, like the frontiers of settlement, have 
been steadily pushed back. Each generation has added 
something to the freedom it inherited. We have always 
kept before us the vision of a better world for our 
children. Today, in the midst of a desperate struggle 
to maintain our freedom, we have not lost the deter­
mination to extend it.
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The freedom which Labour enjoys on this North 
American continent is a freedom to share in the choice 
of government, to organize, to improve the conditions 
of work, to strive for a better way of life. For 
more than a century, that freedom has never been 
challenged from without. It has been based upon 
the traditions and the history of free peoples, it 
has been safeguarded by the immensity of wide seas.
North America has been blessed by history and by 
geography. They have joined together to make 
possible a free way of life in which mmm- men and 
women s±±± bear the burden of a nation’s work, have 
a voice in the nation’s destiny.
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Some days ago, I received from one of the
V**

working men of our country a letter in which he suggested 
that on the Sunday before Labour Day, as a former Minister 
of Labour, I might be willing to give a national message 
to the workers of Canada.

A day or two later, I received a letter also from 
the Director of Public Information, inviting me to be the 
speaker for tonight in the radio series known as “Letts 
Face the Facts”. The writer of the second letter suggested 
that as this date corresponded with the first anniversary 
of the war, a talk by myself on its events and lessons 
might be welcomed by the people of Canada.

My purpose this evening is to endeavour to meet 
both those requests, I shall try to summarize the facts 
which stand out after one year of the war, and to relate 
them to the world situation as we know it today, and to 
the alternatives which the future may hold in store.

I need scarcely say that I felt much honoured 
that from one who holds the position of Secretary of the 
Labour Council in one of the leading cities of the Dominion 
I should have received the particular Invitation I have 
mentioned. From my early years, I have been deeply 
interested In the problems of Labour. One reason, I

believe, is that
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belleve, is that Labour’s main concern along the path of 

life, has been a continuous struggle against adversity 

and poverty. Labour too represents so overwhelming a 

proportion of mankind that it is almost synonymous with 
Humanity itself.

The plain picture of the ordinary man, working 

with the strength of his arm and the skill of his hand to 

feed, to clothe and to shelter his fellows, has always 

seemed to me to represent Humanity in one of the noblest 

of its moods. To improve conditions of Labour is to 

better the human lot on this earth. That, I suppose, is 

the motive which most of us have closest to our heart 

when the enthusiasm of young manhood,and the realization 
of the duties of citizenship begin to mould our conscience 

and our conduct. It is one of the tragedies of life, that, 

amid the complexities of the struggle for existence, the 

enthusiasm and the realization are so often lost. To 

my mind, the measure of human greatness is the degree to 

which v/e continue to hold to the end of our days, an 
enthusiasm for human betterment.

Let me then talk to you tonight of this war, not 

only In relation to the broad aspects to which I have 
referred, but in its relation particularly to Labour•

Let us consider together what the winning of this war

may mean to Labour.
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may mean to Labour. Let us ponder what the loss of 

this war will certainly mean to Labour• Let us think 

together for a few minutes of what Labour has done, and 

can do for the winning of the war. In this throughout, 

let us face the facts.

On this day one year ago, a world that had

watched with anxious but hopeful eyes, while men of 

good-will laboured with all their strength for peace, 

saw war, with indescribable savagery begin the 

devastation of Europe. During the months that have 

since passed, freedom fleeing from many desolate lands, 

has followed peace into exile.

At the end of a year, silence and darkness

have fallen upon Poland, Denmark, Norway, Belgium, 

Luxembourg, Holland. We mourn, too, the tragedy of 

a broken France. With her withdrawal from the conflict, 

we lost a gallant ally. With the entry of Italy on the 

side of Germany, we faced another treacherous and 

rapacious foe.

The few nations of the continent of Europe

that have not already been subjugated, either tremble 
or bow before the might and violence of the aggressor.

Fire and slaughter have spread to Africa 
and the near East. There is an ominous glow on the

horizons of the middle East.
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horizons of the middle East. In many parts of the world, 

the thunder of the storm is heard, even though the light­

ning has not yet struck• Ships have battled on all the 

seven seas. From the skies, over the continent of Europe 

and the British Isles, aerial warfare continues to rain 

death and destruction. Millions of innocent, peace- 

loving, plain, ordinary, simple men and women, who have 

asked nothing more than to live their daily lives in the 

quiet of their own homes and the shelter of their native 

valleys, have been dispossessed, robbed and enslaved.

Many Nations had fondly hoped to find security 

in scrupulous neutrality. They found, instead, that 

neutrality was only an invitation to invasion, pillage, 

and enslavement. The souls and minds of the men of many 

lands to which the world is indebted for art, science, 

literature, invention, religious thoughtz and most of the 

other precious gifts of human life are imprisoned in the 

bondage of a barbarous and inhuman conqueror*

This year that has just ended was one of the 

blackest years in human history. These things are not the 

visions of a prophet of evil, they are not the imaginings 

of a horrid dream, they are the facts before our very 

eyes. Let us face them squarely.

Exactly one year ago.
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Exactly one year ago, It was my duty to speak

to you of the great decision which the people of Canada

would be called upon to make, of a call to duty which

Canadians in their hearts had already answered. Speaking

on that occasion, I used these words :

nThere is no home in Canada, no family, and no

individual whose fortune and freedom are not bound

up in the present struggle, I appeal to my fellow

Canadians to unite in a national effort to save from

destruction all that makes life itself worth living,

and to preserve for future generations those liberties

and institutions which others have bequeathed to us,"

The world knows how nobly and with what

unanimity, the people of Canada answered that appeal.

No one today can deny the truth of the words, that there 

is no home in Canada, no family and no individual whose 

fortunes and freedom are not bound up in the present 

struggle • How true these words are will be even more 

apparent when we consider the next outstanding fact to 

which I would draw your attention.

Today, the nations of the British Commonwealth 

alone, champion, in their full strength, the rights of 

free men, Britain stands majestic and undaunted• To 

her have rallied those who once caught her great accents

of liberty.
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of liberty, and learnt from her the lesson of obedience 

to the lav/. In this hour of supreme peril, there have 

come also to her side men of Norway, of Holland, of 

Belgium, of Czechoslovakia, of Poland and of France. 

These men are not the ghosts of brave lands that are 

dead. They are the souls of brave lands that still 
live, and will, once again, rise in the full dignity 

of their freedom, and the renewed vigour of indomitable

youth. Nevertheless, we and they fight alone.
> * Cr.-» Z>\

Let me now speak of another anniversary.

Tomorrow Labour in Canada will celebrate in complete

freedom,a day, which by Act of Parliament, has been set

apart to honour the place which Labour has gained and

holds in our national life. It is deeply significant

that such a celebration is possible at the end of a year

of total war in Europe.

The position of Labour in Canada, its dignity

and its freedom, can be fully appreciated only in the
light of both history and geography.

Canada, and likewise the United States, have
been peopled largely by men and women of British stock.

They brought with them to this continent not only British

law and British respect for law, but other fruits of
the struggles in Britain for religious and civil freedom.

Above all.
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Above all, they bore In their hearts and minds the 

determination to maintain and extend their freedom in 

the new land which beckoned them to its shores,

The ancestors of our French-Canadian fellow 

citizens also were of those who sailed the seas, and 

left their native land for a continent whose broad 

horizons offered larger opportunities of human happiness.

They brought with them skill in the arts and trades, a 

great capacity for work, a love of home and fcfee simple 

joys;and a sustaining faith. Upon these ancestral 

foundations, the men and women of British and French 

stock built their new freedom. , , j

tv*
As the years passed, the adventurous, the

Z'

oppressed^i^w'^hO'msless^ from every country in Europe, 

came amongst us, seeking a new homeland where life and 
human personality were held as sacred things, where 

tyranny and slavery could be nothing but a far-off memory, 

where the state existed for man^and not man for the state# 
Thfty wftT»o ^.cq^-pted into our grea-h-faml 1 «enr and~
be came.~tfoeH‘*eirs-of the liborty-whieh had- -precedem---them.
a^e^-etirirrg-lrarrds- and.the unweari-ed feet of those who
weixt-^ef'ore^ue never rested. They never lost, as we
have never lost, the vision of progress and the determination
to /

The frontiers of freedom
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The frontiers of freedom, like the frontiers 

of settlement, have steadily widened. They, too, have 

had their forts which consolidated the victories of tho 

past, and protected the onward march of the future*

We have cause for gratitude, for the freedom 

recorded in our romantic history. We can be equally 

thankful for the security which geography has given us*

We have grov/n to nationhood in a land separated by the 

Atlantic and Pacific oceans, from the threat of a sudden 

invasion of its shores. The British navy, and for the 

last one hundred years, the navy of the United States 

patrolling the waters of its oceans, have given to our 

own rising national power a further sense of safety*

Time and space have worked for Canada. To 
the inheritance of free political institutions, thus assured^ 

and safeguarded by historical association and geographical 

position, democracy on this North American continent owes 

its existence today. * -
Sp. A t tp Ai Séf» * *~7
Now what is this democracy to which we so 

often refer? To me, democracy means that state of 

organized society which recognizes the right of its 
members to equality of opportunity. It means the power 

of the many in increasing measure^to develop in complete 
freedom their latent strength and talent. It means

the freedom
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the freedom of the many to enjoy/under the protection of 

those laws which they themselves have made, an adequate 

and just measure of the fruits of their own labourse

Every Labour Day is a lighthouse of democracy. 

As its rays revolve, we see beneath them the freedom 

and the well-being which we have achieved. As its light 

flashes tonight, we catch a glimpse of the land of our 

dreams. We can see the Canada we have longed for and 

worked for, a land in which men and women, regardless 

of race, creed or class, can live their lives without 

fear, For we have cherished the realities of freedom 

which are also its ideals: the right to think, the right 

to speak, the right to organize, the right to work, the 

right to worship.

We believe in the right of men to enjoy the 

fruits of their honest labour. We believe in the 

sanctity of humanity, and in man’s progressive capacity 

to take upon himself more of the attributes of 

Divinity. However much we have failed in what we 

have done, nevertheless^in our innermost hearts^I 

believe we have giveny a ”value immeasurable and eternal 

to the humblest oj* human lives.” ^ .

France until recently was of this household 

of democracy. So also were Denmark, Norway, Holland

and Belgium.
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and Belgium. Within the space of a single year, we 
have witnessed the extinction of democracy on the 
continent of Europe. Beyond the confines of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations and the United States of America, 
democracy scarcely survives in the world today. That 
is the next great fact which we have now to face.

We have not needed Hitler and Mussolini to 
tell us that dictatorship is at war with democracy.
In a world of narrowing distances, there is no longer 
room for these two systems to survive side by side.
Sooner or later, the one will extinguish the othor. Light 
will fade into darkness or the darkness will vanish 
before the light. As has so frequently been said, it 
is just as true of the world today as it was of the 
American Union,in Lincoln’s day, that society no longer 
can continue to exist half-slave and half-free.

Recently I re-read the little poem entitled 
”Abraham Lincoln v/alks at Midnight11, It seems to me to 
reflect,the tragedy and the hope of this zero hour.
It pictures that great figure^ restless upon his native 
hillside, contemplating the sickness of the world, the 
bitterness, the folly, the pain and the black terror 
that have come upon the homesteads of men. Listen to 
these words:

"He cannot rest
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uHe cannot rest until a spirit-dawn 
Shall come; — the shining hope of Europe free;
The league of sober folk, the Workers1 Earth,
Bringing long peace to Cornland, Alp and Sea.11

Europe has reached that midnight hour. Whether 

Labour Day in Canada a year hence will witness the spirit- 

dawn of a Europe free, or the night of Naziism casting its 

gloom in deepening shadows over this North American continent, 

will depend upon the strength, the will, and the un tiring 

work not of one democracy but of all the democracies that 

have survived. In their combined effort, no force can be 

greater than the truth in Labour’s heartland the strength 
of Labour’s arm.

If we lack the vision to see the peril, and the 

strength to meet it, we, on this North American continent, 

like the nations of Europe, may come to disaster in one 

of two ways. This continent might be dominated through 

actual invasion and conquest. On the other hand, if we 

fail to carry on the struggle in Europe until tyranny 
is destroyed, disaster will follow no less surely^ even 

though not one Nazi soldier were to land upon our shores*

The triumph of the Nazis in Europe would involve 

for the peoples of this continent the substitution of fear 

for freedom, and of economic domination for social progress*
It would spell the doom of democracy In the new world*

In considering the fate
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In considering the fate of the democracies, 

there is another grim fact which we must face.z It hears 

immediately,both on the possibilities of invasion, and 

upon the perils of competing industrial standards. This 

fact is that Nazi Germany has added to her own resources 

those of the countries she has subjugated. She has acquired 

a vast supply of the materials and equipment of war which, 

at the outbreak of war, it was expected would never be 

used at all, or if they were would be used against her.

All France, as we know, is in the control of the enemy; 

the whole western seaboard of Europe from Norway to 

Spain is in German hands. All the ports and airfields 

of this continental coast line, once in possession of 

friendly or allied powers, today provide the bases from 

which the enemy pursues his course across the skies and 

seas. In addition to the resources of their own land and 

of France, the Nazis have seized and now possess the 

resources, the equipment, and the manufacturing plants 

of Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Denmark, Norway,

Holland and Belgium. Let me give a fact or two in detail.

Including the conquered areas, the Nazis now 

have capacity for producing 42 million tons of steel 

annually, as compared with the capacity in British countries 

of 17 million tons, and the capacity of the United States

to produce 51 million tons.

In addition to steel,
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In addition to steel, Germany has added ¥ei«y 

~nnn11 nrrliraj to her capacity to produce ships, aircraft, 

motorized equipment, armour plate and munitions, -The

mo±or-..-worka. and..factories &£ Wmfcc and 'the

grea-t-'-arrmament factories of Schneider-Creuzot in prance 

and of Skoda in Chechoslovakia today work for Germany, 

The great Swedish firm of Bofors can sell its anti- 

aircraf t guns only to Germany and Soviet 'Russia.

It is a fact that the great tanks built in the

arsenals of Czechoslovakia were used for the destruction 

of prance, Belgium and Holland*

It is equally a fact that In Nazi hands the 

iron and steel, machines and munitions of France and

Belgium today bring death and destruction to the British 
rt /f f Z

Isles.

Great Britain, Canada, and the other nations

of the Commonwealth fight some 120 million Germans

and Italians who have acquired resources^ and control 

factories far in excess of the resources and factories

of their own lands.

As a result of conquering most of the industrial 

nations of Europe, and smashing their state organizations, 

social institutions and trade unions, Hitler has masses of

impoverished men and women numbering more than 80,000,000

forced by dire need
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forced by dire need to work for the lowest possible wages# 

However unwilling may be their obedience, however reluctant 

their contributions to the Nazi masters, they do represent 

a powerful addition to the effective strength of the enemy.
^Z*vc .X . 'fr. t Hu Ui4 L U V ^ I? L* *»

It was the recognition of these facts which 

led the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom to declare

recently in the parliament at 7/estminster that the two
/ z

great organizations of the English-speaking democracies, 

the British Empire and the United States, will have to be 

somewhat mixed up together,in some of their affairs,for 

mutual and general advantage# "Some months ago", said 

Mr. Churchill, Mwe came to the conclusion that the 

interests of the United States and of the British Empire

both required that the United States should have facilities
/

for the naval and air defence of the Western Hemisphere 

against the attack of a Nazi power which might have 

temporary but lengthy control^ of a large part of Western 

Europe and its resources#

"We have therefore decided, spontaneously and 

without being asked or offered any inducement, to Inform 

the Government of the United States that we should be glad 

to place such defence facilities at their disposal by

leasing suitable sites In our transatlantic possessions

for their greater security
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for their greater security against the unmeasured dangers 

of the future.”
TV 6*n «*<* - z*V f/* ^ * A»~ < >s »*''*' »

The principle of association of their interests

for the common advantage of Great Britain and the United

States was thus stated by Mr. Churchill on August 20th.

Tills principle had already been recognized in the relations

between Canada and the United States, in an equally

practical, and an even more immediate manner, in tho

joint declaration made at Ogdensburg, by President Roosevelt

and myself a fortnight ago today. The declaration set

forth the agreement reached on August 17th for the

establishment of a Permanent Joint Board concerned with

the mutual problems of defence in relation to the safety

of Canada and the United States. As you are aware, the

Permanent Board on Defence has since been duly constituted f

and is at present engaged upon its studies of sea, land

and air problems immediately related to the north half

of the Western hemisphere.

The establishment of the Permanent Joint Board

is the logical, I might even say the inevitable outcome

of two significant declarations made on Canadian soil

in August of 1938. The first of those was made on August

18th, at Queen’s University in Kingston, by President

Roosevelt in these words :

”The Dominion of Canada
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"The Dominion of Canada is part of the 
sisterhood of the British Empire • I give to you 
assurance that the people of the United States 
will not stand idly by if domination of Canadian 
soil is threatened by any other empire."

On behalf of the people of Canada, two days
ft f « /.l V t

later, in a speech at Woodbridge, York, I acknowledged
Mr. Roosevelt’s declaration in these words :

"We, too, have our obligations as a good 
friendly neighbour, and one of them is to see that, 
at our own instance, our country is made as immune 
from attack or possible invasion as we can reasonably 
be expected to make it, and that, should the occasion 
ever arise, enemy forces should not be able to pursue 

their way, either by land, sea, or air to the United 
States, across Canadian territory."

These declarations marked the first explicit 
recognition by both countries of their reciprocity in 
defence. . „ ' , ,/gvv. f ^ /tu* /a**** * e i m

The events of the tv/o troubled years which have 
followed have served to emphasize, in both Canada and 
the United States, the necessity for reciprocal concern 
for each other’s security. They have also allayed the

fears of those
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fears of those who felt that closer relations with the 

United States would weaken Canada’s ties with the other 

British nations. The truth has been the exact opposite.

The declaration of Ogdensburg and the policy 

from which it sprang represent an increase, and not a 

decrease, in Canada’s responsibilities, Canada and the 

United States have undertaken to share the burdens of 

maintaining their joint security; neither has shifted 

the burden to the other. We have recognized that our 

united strength will be something more than the strength 

of both acting separately. Reciprocity in defence involves 

reciprocal duties as well as reciijrocal advantages. Canada 

gladly accepts both.

Canada has indeed become, as I have pointed out 

before, the bridge which joins the new freedom of the 

North American continent with the ancient freedom of 
Britain.

May we not see in the means now being taken to 

secure the common interests of the British Commonwealth 

and the United States, not only the surest of the 

safeguards of Democracy, but a promise of peace and 

understanding, and an enduring contribution to the cause 

of freedom in the world. , , '

So much for North American security from 

invasion. That, however, is not enough. Unless Naziism

in Europe
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in Europe is destroyed, the threat of world domination 

by a ruthless foe will hang continuously over our heads/ 

just as, in recent years, the threat of invasion and 

domination.has hung over the heads of the free peoples 

of Europe. To meet that threat, our own standards of 

behaviour and living would increasingly become those of 

the totalitarian states. Our democratic institutions, one 

by one, would disappear, and with them what we have won 

of freedom.

Unless the enemy is defeated, and the enslaved 

countries of Europe restored to freedom, there v/ill be 

no prospect of improving or even of maintaining the 

standards of Canadian life which Canadian energy and Canadian 

skill have won/ no hope of enlarging the opportunities for 

the happiness of our own or succeeding generations. Free 

labour will have to compete with slave labour. Men who 

have hitherto had the right to choose where they would 

work, and at what they would work, will find themselves 

in hopeless competition with conscript labour, automatic, 

soulless, driven J^^he merciless lash of a ruthless state!)

/^Moreover, failure to free the peoples of Europe from their 

present thraldom, will mean confining within narrowing 

limits the areas in which the democracies, should they 

survive, can hope to develop intercourse in trade or friendship#
\

The markets
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The markets in which the worlanen and theA

producers of the North American continent have sold their 

goods will certainly disappear, Overseas we will be 

forced to compete with men who know no standards, and 

with states that will sacrifice every standard. We, in 

North America, will be subjected to competition from 

totalitarian economies. In a vain effort to maintain 

our standards, we will be driven to trade almost exclusively 

with ourselves. As a last impelling alternative, slowly, 

certainly and inexorably, we too will become conscripts 

in the regimentation of the state, and the hewers of wood^

and the drawers of water for the new economic masters of
/

the world#

To Labour, these facts have spokenzand will 

speak^ with emphasis and conviction. Labour knows the 

stake in the struggle between dictatorship and democracy.

Labour knows what It will lose In the defeat of democracy.

It understands the difference betv/een rule by force/by 

those who seek a monopoly of power, and government by 

consent for the common good. It knows the difference 

betv/een men who despise equality, and seek privilege, 

possessions and pov/er, and those v/ho believe in the 

brotherhood of man and the Fatherhood of God#

In war,
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In war, no work, no effort, can compare with 

the sacrifice of the soldier, the sailor and the airman*

Their sacrifice is uppermost in the thoughts of this 

nation; it will live in its memories, But Canadians will 

remember too the* debt to Labour &xr*tiibu mm1. In Canada, 

Labour has extended Its hours, surrendered its holidays, 

and in its determination to increase and advance production, 

has taught the young and the inexperienced the intricacies 

of complicated trades. It v/ill be the duty of the people 

of Canada, realizing these things now, to remember them In 

the hour of victory •

In the deeds of the men who on land, on sea and 

in the air, offer their lives to save us, Labour is the 

partner and the ally. Hundreds of skilful hands, unerring 

eyesy and strong arms,helped to create the Canadian planes 

in which, on Friday last, our own Canadian fighter squadron 

made the skies of the British Isles, vivid with the swift 

adventure of their skill and courage. How proud Labour 
must feel to have worked for such men I ^

' ^ r Every workman knows that every bolt, every piece

w ^ of steel, every bullet, every machine part fashioned in Canada

is a v/ork ^or victory. Every workman knows that lacking the 

ÿ /U*±*m~* machines of war, the bravest men in the world will avail

ÀUv rf-

« nothing.

My fellow citizens:
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My fellow citizens : A distinguished British

journalist who recently visited us, said that he found 
Canada at war with Hitler and at peace with herself.
YJe are at war, and we shall remain united in will and 
purpose. But we can only remain at peace with our­
selves if shirking no effort, withholding no wealth, and 
sparing no sacrifice, we prove ourselves worthy of our 
two great brotherhoods - the brotherhood of the brave 
who fight for us, and the brotherhood of labour that

works for their victory
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The two aims of the Nazi regime.

One of the secrets of the Nazi success has been 

the skillful perversion of the two words which make up the 

name of their party : national and socialism. Each 

its appeal to a section of the German people.

The national aspect of the movement appealed 

to pride of race, desire for revenge, the sense of 

frustration born of defeat, and the militarism which created 

and sustained the Germany created by Prussian arms and the 
Prussian spirit.

Nationalism in a people may be likened to 

personality in an individual. It may be good or bad, 

beneficent or malevolent, depending upon its inherent nature 

and the way in v/hich it is developed. The nationalise which 

gives to a people common ideals, pride of achievement, a 

devotion to their language, culture and literature, and a 

capacity to work together for common ends, is not only good 

in itself but it represents the only stable foundation upon 

which international justice and a good feeling can be 

erected. The kind of nationalism, on the other hand, v/hich 

exalts a race above common humanity, which inspires a 

desire for domination, a disregard for the rights of other 

peoples, and a ruthless contempt for common humanity, is 

wholly evil. The tragedy of Germany, of Europe, and of all
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the world is that Gemman nationalism of the evil sort
overcame the free, progressive and humargnational spirit

the
in Germany and under the Nazis has, for a time being^crushed 
it out altogether. The national spirit which Hitler has 
fostered is based upon the false doctrine of a superior 
race claiming the right to dominate and enslave other peoples, 
of aspiring to transform the whole world,as Europe is being 
transformed, into one master nation dominating subordinate 
nations of enslaved individuals.

The socialism in the Nazi name is asevil and 
as false as the nationalism. It is not based upon a 
doctrine of equal rights for all men. It is not even based 
upon the doctrine of equal rights for all Germans. It offers 
the illusion of security as a reward for the surrender of 
all those rights of free speech, free association, freedom 
of worship, freedom to choose and to reject their govern­
ments, upon which the progress of humanity, and particularly 
of the common man has depended. The Nazis have made the 
most of all the imperfections, of all the weaknesses, of all 
the unfulfilled hopes of free peoples. They borrowed from 
the socialists their denunciation of capitalism, of inter­
national finance, and of social injustices. They denounced 
the democracies as plutocracies. They promised to destroy
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the existing inequalities, but their real aim was not to 

replace them with equality and justice, but to create greater 

and permanent inequalities in their place.
Nazis have two aims which are in reality a single 

aim. They aim to make the German nation dominant among the 

nations of the world, and they aim to make the Nazi party - - 

a privileged group among the Germans - - dominant over the 

German people. National socialism, is, they claim, fresh, 

vigorous and dynamic; the world of free men old, decadent 

and static. They have falsified the whole of human history. 

Theirs is but the tyranny of old clothed in a new garb, arrayed 

against the age-old but ever new aspirations of humanity for 

a freer and a better world.
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Naziism: Revolution of Destruction

The Nazi aim of world domination, they do not 
seek to achieve merely by the old-fashioned method of 
warfare between nations. Against nearby countries their 
method has been aggression, conquest and subjugation. But 
they have always sought to destroy from within before 
conquest is attempted from without.

Against more remote lands their instrument has 
been propaganda. They have sought to divide peoples 
from their governments ; to foment internal dissension, to 
widen existing differences, to exaggerate social conflicts, 
to spread every form of disunity through the creation of 
suspicion, fear and hatred.

The Nazis seek always to postpone their attack 
until they have weakened or destroyed the will of the 
prospective victim to resist. Their real instruments in 
this work of internal destruction through propaganda are 
generally well meaning people, completely unconscious that 
they are being used as the tools of their future conquerors. 
The Nazis believe that by fostering world unrest they can 
destroy freedom, and that finally they will dominate the 
world by virtue of racial superiority.
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Naziism must be fought not only with men and 

machines - and with better men and machines than the 

Nazis themselves have - but also with ideas - and with 

better ideas and greater hopes for humanity than the Nazis 

falsely offer. It is not enough to adopt a defensive 

attitude. If the Nazi revolution of destruction is to 

be destroyed, the forces of freedom must be prepared to 

take the offensive in the war of ideas, with a better 

conception of society and greater hopes for the ordinary 

man and woman.

We cannot be content merely to defend. We must 

also extend the frontiers of freedom. We must extend them, 

now, in the free countries, while we are fighting the 

destroyers of freedom. We must make ready to extend 

freedom once more to the countries enslaved by Naziism, 

when the destroyers of freedom have themselves been destroyed.

Naziism is a revolutionary force in the sense that 

its technique is revolutionaiy and that it aims to subvert 

and destroy existing institutions. In every country con­

quered by the Nazis they have destroyed every institution, 

every right, and every liberty of the common man. But the 

Nazi revolution is not a forward-looking revolution. In 

reality, it is revolutionary only in its means, reactionary 

in its ends. Everywhere it has triumphed, brutal and naked
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tyranny has been established. Against this revolution 

of destruction we must be ready not merely to defend 

existing institutions but to improve - where necessary 

to build anew - a better society based firmly on the 

rights of all humanity.



Topic 13; The two ways of defeat
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Defeat may come in two ways. The onward march 

of Nazi aggression has convinced all but the blindest 

among us that Hitler will be content with nothing less 

than the domination of the world. We are coming to realize 

that the Nazis need not conquer the whole world in order 

to dominate it. Free peoples have been defeated in two 

ways. In Europe many nations have been invaded, overrun, 

and subdued; others, while retaining technical neutrality, 

have been dominated by fear.

Defeat may come to us in these two ways if we 

lack the vision to see the peril and the strength to meet 

it. Defeat may come through actual invasion and conquest 

if we do not prepare to meet and repel invasion, but defeat 

may also come without a single Nazi landing on our shores 

if we fail to maintain the struggle in Europe and ultimately 

to destroy aggression at its very base.

On this continent we are preparing, through joint 

action with the United States, to repel the invader. In 

Europe we are sharing the burden of the defence of Britain 

and we are helping to build up the strength to destroy the 

Nazi menace. Both tasks are essentialj neither must be 

left undone. We will not submit to slavery, and we have 

learned that the world, like a nation, cannot exist half 

slave and half free.



Topic 19: Victory depends^on the efforts of labour
£ 38695 

We have recognized from the outset that victory 

in modem mechanized warfare depends upon a constant and 

increasing supply of munitions, equipment and supplies. We 

have realized, too, that the mobilization of manpower in 

industry is just as vital as the mobilization of the armed 

forces. The worker in the factory is helping to defend 

democracy just as surely as the soldier, the sailor and the 

airman. The instruments of Nazi aggression have been forged 

by the enslaved workers of Germany ; the instruments of Nazi 

defeat are being forged by the free workers of democracy.
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Topic IB: The significance of the struggle realized by Labour

No body of men has seized the inner significance of 

the present war with deeper understanding and insight than the 

workers of Britain, Canada, and, I believe, the United States.

The stirring words of their leaders have spoken no more eloquently 

than the strong arms and trained hands of their comrades.

Workmen, skilled and unskilled, have brought to their daily tasks 

unquenched enthusiasm, memorable determination, and a burning 

passion for victory. They know that in this war the bravest and 

the strongest soldiers in the world cannot stand against an over­

whelming weight of machines and metal. The early German successes 

were won in the workshops of Germany. Our victory is being 

forged by the willing hands of free men in the workshops of 

Britain, Canada and the United States.

The history of Canadian labour throughout this war is 

the history of honest work, unselfish cooperation and whole­

hearted endeavour. The workmen of Canada have known that behind 

the strength of their arm is the strength of the cause for which 

their brothers fight. When it has been necessary they have 

extended the hours of labour ; they have given up their holidays; 

they have worked overtime, because they know they fight an 

enemy who neither slumbers nor rests from his work of bloodshed

and devastation
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There has been a magnificent effort to recapture 

the cunning and the skill which the prolonged depression had 

forced men to forget. Experienced workmen have taught young 

men and unskilled men the intricacies and the secrets of 

complicated trades. They have done these things because every 

working man and woman knows that the defeat of Britain and the 

nations of the commonwealth will blast the hopes of labour, and 

turn back to the darkness of barbarism the hosts of struggling 

and marching humanity.



Topic 17: The destruction of the Nazi menace
essential to the preservation~of
democracy.

£>38698

But, as I have already said, the 
maintenance of democracy on this continent depends 

not only on keeping the invader from our shores, but 

also on defeating and destroying the Nazi menace at 

its very base.

We must all realize, and labour 

especially must know that, unless the enemy is 

defeated and the enslaved countries of Europe restored 

to freedom, t&ere will be no hope in our generation 

of maintaining the standards of life, of enlarging the 

opportunities for the happiness of their children, or 

even of maintaining the standards which their energy 

and skill have won# Unless Germany is defeated, free 

labour will compete with slave labour. Men who have 

hitherto had the right to choose where they should 

work, and at what they should work, will find them-» 

selves in hopeless competition with conscript labour, 

soulless, automatic, and driven by the mericless lash 

of a ruthless state.
The markets in which the workmen and 

the producers of the North American continent have sold 

their goods will disappear. We shall be obliged to
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reduce our standards and our opportunities, and thereby 

to hamper ahd hinder the forward march of our youth to 

higher and better things. Vie shall be forced to com­

pete in a reduced and restricted area with men who know 

no standards, and with states that will sacrifice every 

standard. Vie shall be driven to trade only with our­

selves, and, as a last impelling alternative, slowly, 

certainly and inexorably, we too will become conscripts 

in the regimentation of the state, and the hewers of 

wood and the drav/ers of water for the new economic mas­

ters of the world.

The triumph of the Nazis in Europe, 

even if no Nazi ever set foot on North American soil, 

would involve for us the substitution of fear for free­

dom, and of economic domination for social progress.

It would spell the doom of democracy in the new world.



Topio 11 - The Threat to Democracy
D 38700

Wherever Hitler and his storm troopers have 

passed they have destroyed the institutions and the 

rights essential to the existence of men and women as 

civilized human beings. Under the Nazis the responsibility 

of the government to the people has been wiped out. We 

in Uanada know that the first of all our struggles was a 

struggle for responsible government, and we have known 

that struggle was worth while because it has guaranteed 

that no Canadian government and no Canadian party can 

rule without consent of the people. We have learnt 

that there is no man and no party so wise that their 

wisdom cannot be improved by consulting the opinion 

of their fellow-citizens. We know, too, that no indi­

vidu! and no group of individuals is safe unless they 

can place their case fully and fearlessly before the vh ole 

nation. Only a party which preys upon the people and 

puts its interest above that of the nation, refuses to 

consult the people, and to discuss its policies openly 

in a Parliament of freely-elected representatives.



Topic 12 - The Threat to democracy - a threat to the rights of Labour

P 387
What are the concrete things which Labour defends 

and which Naziism seeks to destroy? Labour defends the 

right of the down-trodden and the oppressed to be freed 

and uplifted. Labour defends, too, the trade unions

which have humanized industry, helped to save capital 

from its errors and constituted the strongest bulwark 

against revolution and chaos. There is not a Labour 

man who does not know that Naziism will mark the end of 

the organized power of labour and its power to organize.

Labour does not believe that the destiny of man 

is to work like a slave for the machinery of totali­

tarian industry until the moment comes when he is called 

upon to die for the machinery of totalitarian government,

It believes in the right of men to co-operate 

together "each for all and all for each"—the full and 

free right of co-operation by producer, by consumer, or 

by any group of men wherever they may be banding them­

selves together in free association for the improvement 

of their economic life.

If semetines we tire of hearing speeches on free­

dom of organization, freedom of speech, freedom of the 

press and freedom of worship, let us never forget how 

precious these things really are. They are like
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health to a sick man. They are only held in their 

true value when they are endangered or destroyed, 

but their defence is the defence of the economic, 

the religious and the moral life of every home in 
Canada,
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20. The maintenance and extension of freedom.

This war began as the struggle of man against machine. 
It will end as the struggle of machine against machine. But 
in the days to come the struggle against the machine will 
continue. It will be the struggle to harness the machine 
for man’s leisure and happiness against the Nazi determina­
tion to harness it for his enslavement and destruction.

Naziism must, therefore, be fought not only with men 
and machines, but also with ideas and ideals. It is not 
enough to defend the freedom we have. We must take the 
offensive in freedom as well as in war. To the false 
Nazi dynamic of conquest and domination we must oppose the 
true democratic dynamic of freedom and social justice.

Labour can p in winning the war not only by its
superhuman toil,.by holding its faith in the democratic 
ideal, by keeping clear its vision of social justice, and 
by striving always for human brotherhood.



Topic 21: The maintenance of democracy in Canada in wartime
D 38704

From the outbreak of war, Canada has recognized 

the vital importance to the winning of the war of keeping 

alive our democratic ideals and maintaining our democratic 

standards.

Almost the first wartime action of the government 

was the establishment of the Wartime Prices and Trade 

Board which is vigorously engaged in protecting the standard 

of living of Canadian labour from the ravages of the would-be 

profiteer.

The heaviest burden of our war finance has been 

placed, with justice, upon those of our people who are best 

able to make sacrifices without neglecting the provision 

for themselves and their families of those things which are 

essential to well-being.

We have not been content merely to maintain the 

social justice already achieved; at the recent session of 

Parliament we took a notable step forward on the road of 

social progress. Unemployment Insurance has been established. 

Its (Operations will increase the security and well-being of 

over two million Canadian workers who, with their families, 

comprise more than forty percent. of our people.

We are faced with a challenge to the whole idea of 

democracy. We can meet the challenge only by moving con­

stantly and steadily forward with unwavering determination to 

prove that dictatorship offers no good that democracy cannot 

surpass.
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For six years Hitler prepared the German people 

for war. Had the marvels of labour and ingenuity which 

have produced his powerful weapons of aggression been 

directed to the construction of things useful and necessary 

to the German people, the citizens of the Reich would, 

to-day, be among the richest in the world. Instead, Hitler 

has constructed the means of destroying the independence 

of other peoples.

The conquests of Hitler have been made in the name 

and for the benefit of the ruling caste of a single race 

which boasts its superiority to the rest of humanity. In 

a Nazi world the rights of man would disappear. All but 

the few would be enslaved to satisfy the lust of the conquer­

ors for power.

The immediate task is the destruction of the ghastly 

threat of universal human slavery. In that task I have 

indicated the vital part which labour is playing. In defeat­

ing Hitler, labour is doing more than defending what it has 

achieved. It is also safeguarding its hopes, and its right 

to hope, for a better world. The democracy we are defending 

is not a Utopia. It does not satisfy all human aspirations.

It does give to its citizens in every walk of life the right, 

and indeed the duty, to work for human betterment and human 

brotherhood.



Topic 25: Labour to share in the fruits of victory
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To destroy the Nazi menace we are forced to-day 
to devote a large part of the production of our labour and

itCLour skill to/needs of war. We are demonstrating that 
democracy can equal the Nazi feats of production and organiza­
tion. At the same time, we are increasing our production 
beyond previous levels. We are determined that when victory 
is won, this increased productiveness will be used to raise 
our standards of life to new heights and to achieve greater 
security for all.

In achieving this social progress labour will have 
won by its efforts a larger voice. In dealing with social 
problems I have always adhered to the principle that there 
are four parties co-operating in productive work ; Labour, 
Capital, Management and the Community. My experience has 
been that these four parties can come to an agreement beneficial 
to all, and that those who teach a policy of class against 
class and race against race fill the world with poison and 
despair. I believe that only the democratic state can preserve 
the interests of these four parties to production, and it is 
only by dealing justly among all that we can preserve peace 
in the place of war, and brotherly love in the place of hatred.
I believe in this principle of co-operation because experience 
proves that it is the foundation of the good life - while 
philosophies of force and hatred lead to destruction, disease
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and death. The state of Europe to-day is the best proof 

that democracy must be preserved in order to maintain the 

social equilibrium which makes peace and civilization 
possible.



Topic 24: Racial dominance or the brotherhood of man
ID 38708

Like other democratic peoples, we in Canada 

oppose to the Nazi doctrine of racial superiority and the 

hatred it breeds, a democratic citizenship based on 

tolerance, social well-being, security, freedom and justice. 

There is no place in Canada for racism. We are a people 

sprung from many races and it would be madness to accept 

the principle of racism in place of the Christian concept 

of human equality and human dignity. We can only live by 

mutual tolerance, co-operation and good-will ; any other 

principles would lead to destruction and bloodshed. It is, 

therefore, that we plan to defend our country and the British 

Commonwealth of Nations, to carry our country forward to new 

stages of development and progress, and to make of our nation 

a united, strong and free community of healthy civilized 

human beings.

Hitler has recently honoured a great armaments 

manufacturer. We in Canada honour to-day not those who profit 

from war, but those men and women who work with their hands 

and their brains to preserve the democracy which is essential 

to their well-being and progress. We Canadians, of all 

classes, of all races, of all conditions of life, are united 

to-day as we never have been before to defend our country and 

to liberate ourselves from all threats of tyranny so that once 

more we may have peace, liberty, equality and human brother­

hood for ourselves and for all men.
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No body of men has seized the inner significance of 
the present war with deeper understanding and insight 
than the workers of Britain, Canada, and I believe the 
United States. The stirring words of their leaders have 
spoken no more eloquently than the strong arms and trained 
hands of their comrades. Workmen, skilled and unskilled, 
have brought to their daily tasks unquenched enthusiasm, 
merntyraM-e-, and a burning passion for vic­
tory. They know that in this war the bravest and the 
strongest soldiers in the world cannot stand against an 
overwhelming weight of machines and metal. The early 
German successes were won in the workshops of Germany.
Our victory is being forged by the willing hands of free 
men in the workshops of Britain, Canada and the United 
States.

The history of Canadian labour throughout this wsr is 
the history of honest work, unselfish cooperation and 
whole-hearted endeavour. The workmen of Canada have 
known that behind the strength of their arm is the strength 
of the cause for which their brothers fight. When it has 
been necessary they have extended the hours of labour;
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they have given up their holidays; they have worked 
overtime because they know they fight an enemy who never 
slumbers nor rests from his work of bloodshed and de­
vastation.

There has been a magnificent effort to recapture the 
cunning and the skill which the prolonged depression had 
forced men to forget. Experienced workmen have taught 
young men and unskilled men the intricacies and the sec­
rets of complicated trades. They have done these things 
because every working man and woman knows that the defeat 
of Britain and the nations of the commonwealth will blast 
the hopes of labour, and turn back to the darkness of bar­
barism the hosts of struggling and marching humanity. 
Canadian and American workmen in particular, know that 
unless the enemy is defeated and the enslaved countries 
of Europe restored to freedom, there will be no hope in 
our generation of maintaining the standards of life, of 
enlarging the opportunities for the happiness of their 
children or even of maintaining the standards which their 
energy and skill have won. Unless Germany is defeated, 
free labour will compete with slave labour. Men who have



hitherto had the right to choose where they should work, 
and at what they should work, will find themselves in 
hopeless competition with conscript labour, soulless, 
automatic, and driven by the merciless lash of a ruthless 
state.

If Hitler fulfils his purpose,
y|The markets in which the workmen and the producers of 

the North American continent have sold their goods will 
disappear. We shall be obliged to reduce our standards 
and our opportunities, and thereby to hamper and hinder 
the forward march of our youth to higher and better things. 
We shall be forced to compete in a reduced and restricted 
area with men who know no standards, and with states that 
will sacrifice every standard. We shall be driven e**frer 
to trade only with ourselves, and perhaps as a last im­
pelling alternative, slowly, certainly and inexorably, we 
too will become conscripts in the regimentation of the 
state or the hewers of wood and the drawers of water for 
our new economic masters.

The leaders of labour have seen these things. One has 
only to read the speeches of labour leaders in Britain, 
and those who led the workers of Prance when they were 
free to speak, to recognize the truth of what I have said.
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What are the concrete things which labour 

defends and which Naziism will destroy? Labour defends 

the right of the downtrodden and the oppressed to be 

freed and uplifted. It guards the institution of free 

parliaments. Parliaments and local assembly, said Mr. 

Arthur Greenwood, the British labour leader, are the 

outward and visible signs of the whole world of freedom 

of the British people. Parliament is, perhaps, the one 

thing more than any other that Hitler wishes to destroy.

In that school of thought Canadian labour has been nurtured, 

for it, too, has believed in the peaceful evolution of 

disciplined liberty.

The Destruction of Responsible Government

Wherever Hitler and his storm troopers have 

passed they have destroyed the institutions and the rights 

essential to the existence of men and women as civilized 

human beings. Under the Nazis the responsibility of the 

government to the people has been wiped out. We in Canada 

know that the first of all our struggles was a struggle 

for responsible government, and we have known that struggle 

was worth while because it has guaranteed that no Canadian 

government and no Canadian party can rule without consent 

of the people. We have learnt that there is no man and



no party so wise that their wisdom cannot be improved 
by consulting the opinion of their fellow-citizens. We 
know, too, that no individual and no group of individuals 
is safe unless they can place their case fully and 
fearlessly before the v/hole nation. Only a party which 
preys upon the people and puts its interest above that 
of the nation, refuses to consult the people, and to 
discuss its policies openly in a Parliament of freely- 
elected representatives.

Labour will defend, too, the free trade unions 
which have humanized industry, helped to save capital 
from its errors and constituted the strongest bulwark 
against revolution and chaos. There is not a labour 
man who does not know that Naziism will mark the end of 
the organized power of labour and its power to organize.

Labour does not believe that the destiny of 
man is to work like a slave for the machinery of 
totalitarian industry until the moment comes when he is 
called upon to die for the machinery of totalitarian 
government.

Labour believes not only in the freedom to 
enquire into the truth, but also in the right to publish 
the truth to the world. For truth is free and invincible
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It believes in the right of men to co-operate 
together "each for all and all for each"—the full and 
free right of co-operation by producer, by consumer, or 
by any group of men wherever they may be banding themselves 
together in free association for the improvement of their 
economic life.

If sometimes we tire of hearing speeches on 
freedom of organization, freedom of speech, freedom of 
the press and freedom of worship, let us never forget 
how precious these things really are. They are like 
health to a sick man. They are only held in their true 
value when they are endangered or destroyed, but their 
defence is the defence of the economic, the religious 
and the moral life of every home in Canada.

The best aspirations of labour are the ideals 
of every free country. We share them with the land of 
Britain, we share them with the United States of America.
It is because the two northern nations of this hemisphere 
share them, and so many other things in common, that the
President of the United States and myself were able to 
sit down together a few days ago and reduce to simple
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language, in a few brief hours, an agreement for the 
common defence of our two countries which may well mark 
a new era of peace and hope, not only for Canada and the 
United States, but for the British Commonwealth of nations 
and the world at large. Over a hundred years of peace, 
many years of understanding, a unity of interests, a 
harmony of ideals, a common sympathy with the cause of 
Britain and her allies—all these made this possible. In 
the conference at Ogdensburg, interests and ideals met 
together on a common ground and plighted their troth.

Behind the confines of the British Commonwealth of 
Nations and the United States, freedom has all but vanished 
from the world. Happily, the relations between the British 
nations and the United States have grown steadily more in­
timate.

Only a few days ago, the Prime Minister of Great Britain 
announced the spontaneous decision of the British government 
to place at the disposal of the United States suitable sites 
on this side of the Atlantic to improve the naval and air 
defences of the western hemisphere against the possible attack 
of any combination of powers which might gain temporary but
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nevertheless lengthy control of a large part of western 
Europe and Its resources.

In making this announcement, Mr. Churchill used these 
memorable words:

"Undoubtedly this process means that these two great 
organizations of the English-speaking democracies 
the British Empire and the United States, will have 
to be somewhat mixed up together In some of their 
affairs for mutual and general advantage.

For my part, looking out upon the future, I do not 
view the process with any misgivings. No one can stop 
It."
Mr. Churchill's words constitute a declaration of faith 

In the fundamental unity of freedom and In the common In­
terest of free peoples In Its maintenance.

It Is not without significance that, just as the British 
ad Canadian trade agreements with the United States were 
signed on the same day In 1933, so, In 19^0, Mr. Churchill's 
announcement should have had Its parallel In the conference 
between President Roosevelt and myself which resulted In 
the creation of the Permanent Joint Defence Board.
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The establishment of the Permanent Joint Board is the 
logical, almost the inevitable outcome of two declarations 
made on Canadian soil in August of 1938. The first of 
these was made at Queen1s University in Kingston by Presi­
dent Roosevelt in these words :

"The Dominion of Canada is part of the sisterhood of 
the British Empire. I give to you assurance that the 
people of the United States will not stand idly by 
if domination of Canadian soil is threatened by any 
other empire."
Two days later, I acknowledge Mr. Roosevelt1s declara­

tion on behalf of the people of Canada, in these words :
"We, too, have our obligations as a good friendly 
neighbour, and one of them is to see that, at our own 
instance, our country is made as immune from attack or
possible Invasion as we can reasonably be expected to

ever
make it, and that, should the occasion arise, enemy 
forces should not be able to pursue their way, either 
by land, sea or air to the United States, across 
Canadian territory."
These declarations marked the first explicit recognition 

by both countries of their reciprocity in defence.
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I made it clear that these reciprocal responsibilities 
for the defence of our homeland in North America in no 
way diminished the responsibility of Canada as a nation 
of the British Commonwealth, I believe the y have increased 
it.

I pointed out, too, that President Roosevelt had recog­
nized the double responsibility of the Canadian people. Let 
me repeat my words :

"The common concern which each part would be expected 
to have for the whole was recognized by the president, 
when, in conveying the assurance he did, he prefaced 
his words by explicitly pointing out that the Dominion 
of Canada is part of the sisterhood of the British 
empire.w
The events of the two troubled years which have followed 

have served to emphasize, in both Canada and the United 
States, the necessity for reciprocal concern for each 
other*s security. They have also allayed the fears of those 
who felt that closer relations with the United States would 
weaken Canada*s ties with the other British nations. The 
truth has been the exact opposite.
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^Canada has instead become, as I have pointed out 

before, the bridge which joins the new freedom of 
the North American continent with the ancient free­
dom of Britain. We have, in recent days, found the 
means to strengthen that bridge at both ends. To 
help Britain to face the immediate emergency of this 
summer we have contributed to the utmost limit of our 
immediately available resources. We have speeded up 
our preparations for the bitter months and years ahead. 
Yet we have found time,too, to strengthen our bonds 
with our great and friendly neighbour/^
The joint declaration at Ogdensburg was, as I have said, 

the logical development of the reciprocal declarations of 
1938. It was, at the same time, an unprecedented departure 
in international relations.

Once we have recognized our responsibilities for each 
other*s defence, what fe more natural than that we should 
study the means and concert the plans to protect one another 
against possible threats to our safety. Yet where else in 
the world can two nations be found, one at war, the other 
neutral, freely associated in formal discussions for the 
organization of their common security?



There Is one point, above all, I should like to 
stress. The declaration of Ogdensburg and the policy 
from which it sprang represent an increase, and not a 
decrease, in Canadafs responsibilities. Canada and the 
United States have undertaken to share the burdens of 
maintaining their joint security; neither has shifted 
the burden to the other. We have recognized that our 
united strength will be something more than the strength 
of both acting separately. Reciprocity in defence in­
volves reciprocal duties as well as reciprocal advantages. 
Canada accepts both with a willing heart.

The establishment of the Permanent Joint Defence Board 
has set the seal of permanent understanding and mutual 
confidence upon the honourable history of two nations. That 
history has been a record of misunderstandings overcome, 
of suspicions defeated, of differences adjusted, of ancient 
controversies forgotten. It is in the very truth what 
Shakespeare describes as a marriage of true minds. For in 
this lasting bond the interests of both our nations and the 
ideals of both our nations are wedded together.

These things are sure. If the establishment of the



joint board is significant and beneficial to Canada, 
it is significant and beneficial to the United States• 
If it is significant and beneficial to Canada and the 
United States, it is significant and beneficial to the 
whole British Commonwealth. If it is significant and 
beneficial to the United States and to the British 
Commonwealth, it has within it a promise of peace and 
understanding for the whole world of men.
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Germany1s determination to destroy all other nations.

Hitler and his Nazi associates have fastened 

a yoke of servitude upon the people of Europe. When I 

say this I am not using a mere figure of rhetoric. Let us 

examine what Hitler’s vaunted revolution has meant to the 

people who have experienced its horrors. Firstly1, it has 

meant the destruction of the national independence of 

peoples. For five hundred years, men who have loved liberty 

have striven for the independence of their compatriots from 

foreign overlords and powerful dynasties. They sacrificed 

themselves on behalf of national independence, because 

the right of a people to use its language, to follow its 

own religious beliefs, to determine its own form of govern­

ment and to enjoy its inherited cultural habits is the 

foundation of all personal self-respect, well-being and 

liberty. This, the Nazis and their Fascist allies, have 

taken from the Austrians, the Czechs, the Slovaks, the 

Poles, the Norwegians, the Danes, the Dutch, the Belgians, 

the Albanians, the Abyssiniens and the French.

The great Czech universities have been closed; 

the Czech cultural organizations have been banned ; the 

character of the Czech government is determined by their 

German masters. Nothing remains for the Czech people except 

to labour for their foreign overlords.
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The Poles have suffered a like fate, and all 

the best land of Poland has been taken from the Polish 

people, and those Poles who have not been herded together 

in the looted central area of the old Polish state are 

forced to work as day labourers on German farms, denied 

the right to use their own language and even to live with 

their own families.

In France, we see the same sickening spectacle 

of a people robbed of their liberty and their property, 

their fairest provinces, and even their great capital in 

the possession of foreign and pagan soldiers. These 

unhappy people have not even found the peace of slavery, 

for Hitler has seized their ports, their arms, their air 

fields and their factories for the purpose of carrying on 

warfare against those who are still fighting to maintain 

their independence.
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Hitler1 s determination to destroy democracy

Hitler has frequently told us that he is t he 

leader of a dynamic revolution which is aimed at the 

overthrow of the plutocratic democracies. Let us ex­

amine a second aspect of what this revolution has meant 

to the people of Europe.

Democracy is not just a word. It is embodied in 

social, political and economic institutions, the pur­

poses of which are the economic well-being of the 

individual, the preservation of his self-respect, the 

preservation of the ideals of his religion and his 

philosophy, and the protection of his person and his 

property. The institutions and rights of the democratic 

state are the product of the age-long and noble struggle 

of human beings for a better, a juster and a more 

civilized life.



The Destruction of Responsible Government
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Wherever Hitler and his stormtroopers have

passed they have destroyed the institutions and the rights

essential to the existence of men and women as civilized

human beings. Under the Nazis the responsibility of the

government to the people has been wiped out. We in Canada

know that the first of all our struggles was a struggle

for responsible government, and we have thought that struggle

worth while because it has guaranteed that no Canadian
thegovernment and no Canadian party can rule without/consent

of the people. We know that there is no man and no party

so wise that their wisdom cannot be improved by consulting

the opinion of their fellow-citizens. We know, too, that

no individual and no interest is safe unless they can place

their case fully before the whole nation. Only a party

which preys upon the people and puts its interest above 
of

that/the nation refuses to consult the people, and 

to discuss its policies openly in a Parliament of freely 

elected representatives.
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The Destruction of Free Speech and a Free Press.

There is no need for me to describe the way- 

in which the Nazis have destroyed the right of the 

individual to worship God, to think freely, and to place 

his ideas before the people. There is no free religious 

organization in the whole of Europe which has been able 

to come to terms with Hitler1s government. This is not 

strange because Hitler demands that all religious

teachings be subordinate to the teachings of the Nazi party. 

Men and women are not allowed to acknowledge God as a 

power above the Fuehrer, or as a guiding influence in 

their life.

We have been treated to the tragic spectacle 

of a declaration by the once great University of Berlin 

that the work of Einstein is useless because he is a Jew,

We have seen humane and tolerant men badgered, imprisoned 

and killed. Carl von Ossietsky, whose work for peace was 

honoured by all Europe and to whom the Nobel Peace Prize 

was given, was locked in a concentration camp and only 

released to die from his sufferings.

There is not a single man or woman in Canada 

whose conscience, soul and mind is not threatened by 

the Nazis and the Fascists.



The Destruction of the Trade Unions

The greatest bulwarks of the well-being of 

the working people - the trade unions - have been 

destroyed by this man and his party,

Let me read to you a brief description of 

what this means, written by a well-known European econo­

mist, G. W. Guillebaud:

".... the State imposes the duty to work, and this

is a very far-reaching obligation. It can mean that 

the State has the right to lay down the conditions 

under which a man shall work. The State can say to 

a man: You shall work in this occupation; you shall 

work for ten hours a day and for these wages; and 

you shall work where you are told to work even though 

it is a different district from that in which you are 
now living.” 1

The fate of man under the Nazis is to work like 

a slave until the moment comes when he is called upon to 

die for a state machine in the operation of which he has 

no part and whose interests are not his own.

G. W. Guillebaud: The Economic Recovery of Germany, 1933-1938, 

(LondonfMacMillan, 1939)f Page 225
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Germany a Slave State

The fact is that Europe under the Nazis is 
being turned into a continent of slaves. Because the 

institutions which guarantee the conscience, the thought, 

the wages, the conditions and the property of men have 
been destroyed/there is no class, no religion, no school 

of thought, no family, no man, no woman, no child who is 

not at the mercy of a small group of unprincipled 

politicians who know no humanity, no scruple, and no God.
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The Defence and Extension of liberty and 
Social Justice.

The essence of Naziism and Fascism is not 

new, even though Hitler rides in automobiles and his 

soldiers speed to their work of destruction in tanks 

and aeroplanes• It is a return to the pagan, feudal 

tyranny which the sacrifices of our forefathers banished 

from Western Europe and America in the past. We are 

engaged once more in the struggle for the liberty, 

equality and brotherhood of mankind.

We do not intend to fight Hitler by 

building only armies, navies and airfleets which out­

match his. We are engaged in defending and developing 

a better and a more worth while society than that which 

the Nazis wish to impose on mankind, and than that 

which we, ourselves, have known in the past. What have 

we done to realize that better society?
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The preservation of political liberty

The government of Canada has in no way 

impaired the political liberty of our citizens. When 

the government took the decision to declare war, it 

consulted the elected representatives of the Canadian 

people. Subsequently, the government went directly to 

the people and placed its record before the electors for 

their judgment. In the session of Parliament, now ad­

journed, a full and free enquiry was made into every 

aspect of the government’s policy and administrative re­

cord. The Defence of Canada Regulations, against which 

criticism had been directed from several quarters, were 

carefully examined by a committee of the House of Commons. 

No man can with conscience or reason say that the govern­

ment of Canada has impaired the traditional and hard-won 

liberties of the Canadian people. I can assure my fellow- 

countrymen that, so long as I remain Prime Minister of 

Canada, those political and personal liberties which we 

today enjoy will be preserved.



Social Liberty

Political and personal freedom is an empty 

thing without a reasonable and just measure of social 

and economic equality and security. It is an unchallengable 

fact that the vast majority of the Canadian people enjoy 

one of the highest standards of living of any nation in 
the world.

It is our intention to preserve our standard 

of living insofar as the necessities of our defence will 

allow. What is more important, we intend to preserve and 

develop the means of maintaining economic equality and 

security. In the recently adjourned session of Parlia­

ment the government introduced two measures with profound 

and far-reaching consequences to the people of this 

country. The Unemployment Insurance Act has created a 

fund which will increase the security and well-being 

of over two million Canadian workers who, with their 

families, comprise more than forty percent of our people.

The heaviest burden of our war finance has been placed, 

with justice, upon those of our people who are best able 

to make sacrifices without neglecting the provision for 

themselves and their families of those things which are 

essential to well-being. Finally, I wish to mention
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the work of the Wartime Prices and Trade Board which 

is vigorously engaged in the prevention of profiteering. 

These policies of the government indicate that social 

justice is the aim of our society, and even in war time 

an increased measure of social justice is being achieved.



Personal faith in co-operation

In dealing with social problems I have always 

adhered to the principle that there are four parties 

co-operating in productive work; Labour, Capital,

Management and the Community. My experience has been that 

these four parties can come to an agreement beneficial 

to all, and that those who teach a policy of class against 

class and race against race fill the world with poison 

and despair. I believe that only the democratic state 

can preserve the interests of these four parties to 

production, and it is only by dealing justly among all 

that we can preserve peace in the place of war, and 

brotherly love in the place of hatred. I believe in 

this principle of co-operation because experience proves 

that it is the foundation of the good life,-while philosophies 

of force and hatred lead to destruction, disease and death. 

The state of Europe today is the best proof that democracy 

must be preserved in order to maintain the social equilibrium 

which makes peace and civilization possible.
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How we shall meet the. NazX_cJia.llenge^,e

For seven years Hitler prepared the German 

people for war. Had the marvels of labour and ingenuity which 

have produced his powerful weapons of aggression been 

directed to the construction of things useful and necessary 

to the German people, the citizens of the Reich would, to­

day, be among the richest in the world. Instead, Hitler 

/has constructed the means of destroying the independence of 

other peoples, and this is the measure of his crime. We 

are united in our resolution to resist his aggressions.

In meeting his challenge we are demonstrating 

that a democratic nation can equal the Nazi feats of 

production and organization. But we intend to direct our 

skill and ingenuity first to the defence of our country and 

then to the solution of our social and economic problems.

We are rapidly raising the production of our country, and 

we intend that, once the war is over, this productiveness 

shall raise our standard of life to new levels and achieve 

security for all.

In place of Hitler’s racial hatred we are 

pledging ourselves to create a Canadian citizenship which 

means tolerance, social well-being, security, liberty and
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justice. There is no place in Canada for racism. We 

are a people sprung from many races and it would be 

madness to accept the principle of racism in place of the 

Christian concept of human equality and human dignity.

We can only live by mutual tolerance, co-operation and 

good-will; any other principles would lead to destruction 

and bloodshed. It is, therefore, that we plan to defend 

our country and the British Commonwealth of Nations, to 

carry our country forward to new stages of development 

and progress, and to make of our nation a united, strong 

and free community of healthy civilized human beings.

Hitler has just honoured a certain man - Herr von 

Krupp von Boeh1en - a great armaments manufacturer. We 

in Canada honour today not those who profit from war, 

but those men and women who work with their hands and 

their brains to preserve the democracy which is essential 

to their well-being and progress. We Canadians, of all 

classes, of all races, of all conditions of life are 

united today as we never have been before to defend our 

country and to liberate ourselves from all threats of 

tyranny so that once more we may have peace, liberty, 

equality and fraternity for ourselves and for all men.
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In facing the facts, there are three which, at 

the end of a year, have come to be outstanding :

(1) Practically the whole of Europe is today, as the 

result of invasion, in enemy hands or under enemy control;
tC*r

(2) The peoples of Europe and, in particular, industrial 
populations have been reduced to a condition of servitude, 

liable to the regimentation of a totalitarian state. No 

longer is there between the workers, the freedom of voluntary 

organization or of co-operative effort, or of those human 

rights and liberties which serve to distinguish democracies 

from dictatorships;
(3) Viewing the world as a whole, the surviving 

democracies are comprised pretty much in their entirety by 

the peoples of the British Commonwealth of Nations and 

the peoples of the United States. In most other quarters 

of the globe where the lives of men are not subject to

the totalitarian state, they are threatened by its existence 

and its expansion. It must be perfectly clear to all that 

the struggle, from the outset, has been one of the dictator­
ships versus the democracies. This indeed was inevitable 

since neither can long exist in the presence of the other.

These facts bring to the fore two otheirf that 

were not equally apparent a year ago. The first is that 

our own country and indeed the entire continent of North
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There are two lands which are always in our hearts 

in these days. First, and naturally first, is the land 

which has given us birth or has sheltered us with all 

the kindliness and hospitality of a great-hearted people 
-- our mother^our foster mother, Canada.

The distinguished London editor of the Manchester 
Guardian who visited us the other day, said that to visit 

Canada at this time was an exhilarating experience for an 

Englishman. He was kind enough to praise our strength, 

our vigour, our youth and the resilience with which we 

have marched breast-forward against the violence of evil.
"I found," said he, "a land at war with Hitler and at 

peace with itself."

We are at peace with ourselves because we are at 

peace with our own conscienees. Our soldiers, our air­

men, our ships guard the shores of Britain. We man the 

outposts of Iceland, Newfoundland and the islands of the 

Caribbean. The whole remaining manpower of the country 

stands ready to fulfil its first duty of citizenship, to 

protect our native land from the enemy without and the 
traitor within.

Our factories forge the implements of war. A bounti­
ful harvest has rewarded the care and toil of the husbandman.
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Every man, woman and child in Canada sees the issues of 
the war in terms not only of Canada and of the British 
Commonwealth, but of humanity itself. We have no illusions 
about the length of the struggle, or the strength of the 
foe. We have no illusions either about the certainty of 
victory.

A pioneer people,, we meet sanguine and undismayed, 
the realities of the dangers which beset us. We have been 
true to ourselves, to North America, to the ancient land of 
Britain, the fount and origin of our free institutions. As 
Canadians we fight with Britain for Canada. As North Ameri­
cans, our high historic task has been to wipe out the memor­
ies of "old, unhappy, far-off things, and battles long ago", 
and to have opened a new mansion in the house of the great 
English-speaking democracies.

Amid the clouds of war a rainbow spans the Atlantic.
It has been at once our pride, our duty and the fulfilment 
of our national destiny to help to fashion the arch of 
conciliation and reconciliation.

Yes, we are at peace with ourselves. But we are at 
war with Hitler and there we shall remain as long as 
falsehood, violence, rapine, brutality, paganism are ex­
alted, and until the innocent victims of tyranny enter 
once again into their free inheritance.
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The other land In our hearts is Britain — those 

brave and beleaguered islands that personify all the 

more precious things that mankind has won on his journey 

from darkness to light, from barbarism to civilization. 

Britain stands in the panoply of war like some great 
chieftain at the gathering of the clans of free men from 

every glen and hill.

To her standard have rallied those who speak her 

tongue and have caught her great accents. There have 

come too, the men of Norway, of Holland, Belgium, of 

Czechoslovakia, Poland and France. Those menace not the 

ghosts of the brave lands that are dead. They are the 

souls of brave lands that still live and will once again 

rise in the full dignity of their freedom.

How could we be at peace with ourselves unless with 

all our will, and our strength we were mttff there with them 

in the suffering, the sacrifice and the triumph.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRIME MINISTER;

I am very sorry that I have been rather muzzy- 
headed lately and apologize for the dearth and delay.

I am attaching some very preliminary drafts of 
a few unrelated sections. More will follow in the 
course of the day, particularly

1. Analysis of war.
2. The war in terms of a man, a woman and a child.
3. Hitler and Labour1s appreciation based upon 

Greenwood*s story of Labour and the War.
4. Conclusion.

Respectfully submitted,

August 22, 1940. L.W.B.
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I speak to you at the close of this quiet Canadian 

Sunday, when hundreds of thousands of you, in churches 

throughout the land, and in the silence of your own hearts, 

have found refuge and strength in the faith of your fathers.

Often throughout this day you have turned your thoughts, 

no doubt, as I have turned mine, to the fatherhood of God 

in which we have set our trust, and to the brotherhood of man 

on which we have built out hope.

On this day it is particularly fitting that we should 

take time for the contemplation of that faith and that hope. 

For today is the first anniversary of the first Sunday in 

September, 1939, when Britain declared war on tyranny in 
order that true freedom and a lasting peace might come once 

again to the troubled earth.

On that day which now seems so far away, I spoke to 

you of a great decision which the people of Canada would 

be called upon to make, of a call to duty which Canadians 

in their hearts had already answered.

Speaking to you on that occasion I used these words :
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"The people of Canada will, I know, face the days of 
stress and strain which lie al>€rad with calm and re­
solute courage. There is no home in Canada, no 
family, and no individual whose fortunes and freedom 
are not bound up in the present struggle. I appeal 
to my fellow Canadians to unite in a national effort 
to save from destruction all that makes life itself 
worth living, and to preserve for future generations 
those liberties and institutions which others have 
bequeathed to us."
The world knows how nobly the people of Canada an­

swered that appeal.
Today is also the eve of Labour Day — that anni­

versary when men and women, with the dignity that comes 
from toil, and the compassion that has come from suffer­
ing, proclaim their belief in justice and liberty, and 
salute the coming triumph of the rights of man.

On this double anniversary which marka a noble de­
cision and a noble cause, I want to speak for a few minu­
tes to you as you sit with those who are dear to you in 
the sanctity of the homes of Canada.
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I want you to consider with me the happenings of 

this war, the facts which face us at the end of this 
first year, the prospects of the coming year, and the 
hopes of victory which sustain us.

I want also to ask you to consider with me what 
the struggle signifies in the terms of our common human­
ity, what it means, in short, to the man, the woman and 
the child who sit together at the fireside as I speak to 
you today.

But before I begin that discussion, will you pardon 
me a few personal remarks. Throughout my life, I have 
loved simple things -- the peace of the countryside, the 
talks of friends and their kindly laughter, the companion­
ship of books, the shouts of children at their play, and 
the wistfulness of sharing with my neighbours all those 
tender little things which make up the joys and sorrows 
of life.

I have found comfort and whatever strength I possess 
to face the tasks of my daily work in the faith which I 
learned at my Mother’s knee. I have loved peace as you 
have loved peace. I have hated cruelty and violence, 
tyranny and greed, as you have hated them. I have longed,
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and in spite of many failings, have worked for a world 
in which men and women and children of all races, creeds 
and colours could live their simple lives without fear.

I have believed passionately in the right of men 
to enjoy the fruits of their honest labour. I have held 
to a faith, perhaps a mystical faith, that man was des­
tined as the years rolled by, to take upon himself more of 
the attributes of God.

It has been my belief from which I have never wavered, 
that the pilgrimage of man on this earth was a journey to­
wards the light, that the horizons of human happiness were 
forever widening.

I have believed in the sanctity of humanity and have 
often echoed in my own heart the prayer of the great English 
statesman that the coming years would give a value immeasur­
able and eternal to the humblest of human lives.

I have cherished, as you have cherished, the realities 
of freedom which are also its ideals, the right to speak, 
the right to worship, the right to think, the right to 
organize, the right to work.

I have known, as every man who toils has known, that 
there can be no justice without freedom, and no freedom 
without justice, that liberty alone can add a final dignity 
to human life.



5-

D S5:^16

I believe that in the statement of a simple creed I have 

expressed also the faith of the overwhelming majority of 

my fellow countrymen.

Those thou&vts have come to me as I have considered 

the aspirations of labour and the issues of this war.

Today I re-read a little American poem entitled 

"Abraham Lincoln Walks at Midnight". It pictures that 

great figure restless upon his native hillside, contem­

plating the sickness of the world, the bitterness, the 

folly, the pain, and the black terror that has come upon 

the homesteads of men.

The poet put iijbne short verse the vision which 

inspires us all:

"He cannot rest until a spirit-dawn 

Shall come;—the shining hope of Europe free:

The league of sober folk, the Workers’ Earth, 

Bringing long peace to Cornland , Alp and Sea."
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Canadian Labour and the War:

The history of Canadian labour throughout this war 
is the history of honest work, unselfish cooperation, and 
the wholehearted endeavour of men who from the beginning 
have seen with clear eyes the issue of this war. The 
workmen of Canada have helped to mobilize on the side of 
Britain and her Allies the conscience of Canada. There 
has been a willingness practically universal to extend the 
hours of labour when necessary, to work overtime when ne­
cessary, to forego holidays when necessary. There has 
been a magnificent effort to bring back to willing hands 
the cunning and the skill which the prolonged depression 
had forced into disuse. There has been an enthusiasm on 
the part of experienced workmen to teach the young work­
men and the unskilled workmen the skilful intricacies and 
the secrets of complicated trades.

Particularly has this been noticeable in the ship­
building. industry. What are called the bottle necks in 
labour have been avoided wherever possible. When the 
history of this war is written, the people of Canada will 
not forget how Canadian workmen steeled their arms and 
bent their backs to the task of defeating once and forever 
the enemies of labour.
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These things have been made possible primarily by 

the recognition of every working man and woman that the 

defeat of Britain and the nations of the commonwealth 

will turn back to darkness and barbarism the hosts of 

struggling and marching humanity.

It will be the duty of every government, and not 

least the government of Canada, when this war jg over, 

to see that that faith is justified, and that confidence 
rewarded.

On the other side the employer has done his part.

I asked a leading representative of labour the other day 

if he could sum up for me in a sentence what the attitude 

of capital had been in Canada during this war. He said 

that with very few exceptions -- and there are always 

exceptions -- capital has played and Is playing the game. 
The government on its part -- and when I say the govern­

ment I do not speak in any partisan sense, I include all 

the parties in the state -- has from the beginning deter­
mined that no class in the community should take advan­

tage of other people's sacrifice and suffering.

The Wartime Prices and Trade Board has seen to it 
that the necessities of life have not risen unduly. The 

cost of living in Canada today is in most respects less 
than it was in 1930.
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The conscience of the country aided by the govern­
ment and supported by all parties, has seen to it that 
all contracts have provided for fair wages and minimum 
profits. Our industrial effort which every day gains in 
strength, momentum and speed, has been in very truth a 
great national cooperation between those who plan and 
those whose skill and strength manage the machines of 
industry which are the implements of victory.

The right to mobilize men and machines, man power 
and industry, capital and labour, fairly, justly, indis­
criminately, has been taken by the state, and what is 
far more important, willingly given by the citizen.
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Suggested topical heads for broadcast on 
The War and Labour

1. September 1st anniversary of outbreak of
hostilities in Europe:

Canada* s position unchanged but 
more clearly appreciated.

(See closing words Prime 
Minister's broadcast of Sept.3,1939)

2. Two aspects of the war:
1. international — German aim to dominate

all other nations (Prime Minister's 
broadcast Oct. 27, 1939);

2. social — autocracy vs. democracy;
the revival of the "slave state",
Nazi supermen to rule inferior, 
subject peoples (See Chester Bloom 
article attached);

3. Nazi claim to appose only the leaders is a
propagandist sham (Hitler's peace speech

in the Reichstag)
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An attempt to divide people from their 

governments as a prelude to their national 

destruction — e.g. attacks on Churchill, 

etc.

In subject states the Nazis have destroyed 

every institution, every right, every liberty 

of the common man.

4. Naziism: a backward looking revolution

Must be fought not only with men and machines, 

but with ideas.

A defensive attitude is not enough: we 

must look forward and prepare to take the 

offensive with a better conception of society.

Not merely to defend, but also to extend 

the frontiers of freedom (Prime Minister’s 

August 8, 1939).

5. The foundations of a free society:

Not merely personal and political liberty 

(traditional with British peoples);
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but also social freedom: 

rights of labour to organize, to bargain 

collectively, to form co-operative asso­

ciations, to share in government of indus­

try, to an increasing measure of security.

6. Personal note: life long interest in the cause

of social freedom and social progress.

Landmarks to be noted culminating 

in Unemployment Insurance introduced 

in war time.

Industrial development: four parties 

to industry.

7. Nazi presentation of the war issue essentially false:

revolution v. reaction (capitalist democracy) 

dynamic v. static

8. Progress based on the eternal verities of freedom

and equal rights for all men.

It is the old struggle between 

autocracy and democracy, tyranny and
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freedom in a new disguise;

Action for action’s sake is the 

Nazi dynamic — nothing creative;

Democracy must restore its vigour 

and its capacity for action, not 

for its own sake, but towards the 

goal of increased human freedom and 

human happiness.
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1 Awaiting Willkie's Word

By Chester A. Bloom.

i

WASHINGTON: Will Wendell 
L. W. Willkie, standard- 

bearer of the revived Republican 
party against President F. D. 
Roosevelt, be true to the immortal 
principles of his adopted party’s 
great father, Abraham Lincoln?

Will he, as Lincoln did, denounce 
the monstrous slave power again 
devouring human liberty?

Mr. Willkie, in his speech ac­
cepting the Republican nomina­
tion, on Saturday, August 17 next, 
will outline his domestic and for­
eign policy. What he says, or fails 
to say, against the rebirth of slav­
ery worse than Lincoln ever knew, 
will be American history.

The new world slavers and free 
Britons alike wait his word; more, 
perhaps, than you in Canada rea­
lize. For it is touch and go which 
of these two men shall lead the 
United States after next January; 
and Wendell Willkie's words may 
affect vital decisions even before 
then.

Before this issue of world slav­
ery, all others between Roosevelt 
and Willkie fade to nothingness. 
They are two men strangely alike 
in personality, claiming the same 
democratic principles, the same 
love of freedom. Before Mr. 
Willkie’s nomination, he spoke 
words of hope to the Allied forces 
lighting the Nazi slave power.

Since his nomination, he has 
been silent on the topic. The 
lower type of his political asso­
ciates are already beginning to 
urge this strong man to weasel. 
Some of them, listening to vocal 
minorities, are weakening on com­
pulsory military service to build 
American defences; they’re be­
ginning to think it is unpopular 
among the masses. So now they’re 
urging Mr. Willkie to come out 
against it as a step toward involv­
ing the United States in the war.

Wendell Willkie has given no 
I sign that he is listening to the lure 
I of votes; reserving his decisions

for public announcement on Aug. 
17.

On the subject of the reborn 
slave power, it is pertinent to re­
call here some words from a his­
toric United States Supreme Court 
decision. Eighty-three years old, 
they prove that the principles of 
Nazi world slavery are no new 
thing. They prove that the slave 
power never dies because it lives 
in the dark corners of the human 
heart.

I quote Supreme Court Justice 
Roger B. Taney in the famous 
Dred Scott slave case, delivered in 
March, 1857. Note the parallelism 
of Judge Taney’s dictum with Hit­
ler’s Nazi philosophy. For slavery 
progresses too with the times. The 
philosophy of the superior race 
which extended then to Africans 
has been widened by the Nazis to 
Jews and Czechs and Poles, and 
now to all the conquered races; 
only the German Nazis arc really 
human.

Justice Taney was arguing that 
the American Declaration of Inde­
pendence written in. 1776 did not 
intend to include “the class of 
persons who have been imported 
as slaves, nor their descendants, 
whether they had become free or 
not.” (Read the Nazi Aryan law 
on this point of descendants.)

“They had,” wrote Justice 
Taney, referring to the slaves, 
“for more than a century been re­
garded as beings of an inferior 
order . . . unfit to associate with 
the white race ... no rights which 
the white man was bound to re­
spect . . . bought and sold and 
treated as an ordinary article of 
merchandise and traffic.”

Then, quoting those famous 
words from the Declaration, “that 
all men are created equal,” the 
eminent justice said that while 
they would seem to include the 
whole human family, “it is too 
clear for dispute that the enslaved 
African race were not intended to 
be included.”

The point is not the technicality

of whether the Declaration intend­
ed to or did not include slaves. 
That was adequately answered in 
dissenting opinions. The point is 
the exact parallelism with Nazi 
philosophy that for the benefit of 
a member of a superior race, an 
inferior might, as Justice Taney 
put it, “justly and lawfully be re­
duced to slavery.”

When Abraham Lincoln was 
accused of wanting to mix white 
blood with black by giving free­
dom to the slaves, he replied: 
“There is a physical difference 
between the two which, in my 
judgment, will probably forever 
forbid their living together upon 
the footing of perfect equality . . . 
but I hold that, notwithstanding 
all this, there is no reason in the 
world why the negro is not en­
titled to all the natural rights 
enumerated in the Declaration of 
Independence—the right to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happi­
ness.”

That’s the difference between 
the Nazi and the civilized creed. 
We hope Mr. Willkie is pondering 
his great predecessor’s dictum.
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Canada at the Side of Britain

BROADCAST BY

RIGHT HON. W. L. MACKENZIE KING, M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1939

(The day upon which H.M. The King proclaimed a state of war 
between the United Kingdom and Germany)

For months, indeed for years, the shadow of impending conflict 
in Europe has been ever present. Through these troubled years, no 
stone has been left unturned, no road unexplored in the patient 
search for peace.

Unhappily for the world, Herr Hitler and the Nazi regime in 
Germany have persisted in their attempt to extend their control over 
other peoples and countries, and to pursue their aggressive designs in 
wanton disregard of all treaty obligations, and peaceful methods of 
adjusting international disputes. They have had resort increasingly 
to agencies of deception, terrorism, and violence. It is this reliance 
upon force, this lust for conquest, this determination to dominate 
throughout the world, which is the real cause of the war that to-day 
threatens the freedom of mankind.

The real issue of the war
The fate of a single city, the preservation of the independence 

of a particular nation, are the occasion, not the real cause of the 
present conflict. The forces of evil have been loosed in the world 
in a struggle between the pagan conception of a social order which 
ignores the individual and is based upon the doctrine of might, and 
a civilization based upon the Christian conception of the brother­
hood of man, with its regard for the sanctity of contractual relations 
and the sacredness of human personality.

91378
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As President Roosevelt said on opening Congress on January 4:
“ There comes a time in the affairs of men when they must 

prepare to defend not their homes alone, but the tenets of faiths 
and humanity on which their churches, their governments, and their 
very civilization are founded. The defence of religion, of democracy, 
and of good faith among nations is all the same fight. To save one, 
we must make up our minds to save all.”

This, I believe, is the position in which all nations that cherish 
free institutions, individual liberty and social justice, find themselves 
to-day.

Canada prepared for effective co-operation
I need not review the events of the last few days. They must 

be present in the minds of all. Despite her unceasing efforts to pre­
serve the peace of Europe, the United Kingdom has to-day, in the 
determination to honour her pledges and meet her treaty obligations, 
become involved in war.

This morning, the King, speaking to his peoples at home and 
across the seas, appealed to all, to make their own, the cause of 
freedom, which Britain again has taken up. Canada has already 
answered that call. On Friday last, the government, speaking on 
behalf of the Canadian people, announced that in the event of the 
United Kingdom becoming engaged in war in the effort to resist 
aggression, they would, as soon as parliament meets, seek its authority 
for effective co-operation by Canada at the side of Britain.

As you are aware, I have all along felt that the danger of war 
was such that parliament should not be dissolved, but be available 
to consider any emergency that might arise.

Parliament will meet Thursday next. Between now and then, 
all necessary measures will be taken for the defence of Canada. 
Consultations with the United Kingdom will be continued. In the 
light of all the information at its disposal, the government will then 
recommend to parliament the measures which it believes to be the 
most effective for co-operation and defence.

That parliament will sanction all necessary measures, I have 
not the least doubt. Already, I have received from the Leader of
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the Opposition and from representatives of the other parties in the 
House of Commons, assurances of their full appreciation of the 
gravity of the situation, and of their desire to see that such measures 
are adopted as, in the present crisis, will best serve the national 
interest.

Measures for defence of Canada
Our first concern is with the defence of Canada. To be helpful 

to others, we must ourselves be strong, secure, and united. In 
anticipation of a state of war, the government has already availed 
itself of the provisions of the War Measures Act, to take essential 
measures for the defence of our coasts, our land and our people. 
As has already been announced, the militia of Canada, the naval 
service and the air force are already on active service.

This morning these measures were supplemented by others 
including the putting into effect of the “Defence of Canada Regula­
tions.” Measures have also been taken to prevent profiteering in 
the necessaries of life. Of the latter measures my colleague, the 
Minister of Labour, will speak to you in a moment.

In what manner and to what extent Canada may most effectively 
be able to co-operate in the common cause is, as I have already 
stated, something which parliament itself will decide. All I need 
to add at the moment is that Canada, as a free nation of the 
British Commonwealth, is bringing her co-operation voluntarily. 
Our effort will be voluntary.

Appeal to unite in National effort
The people of Canada will, I know, face the days of stress 

and strain which lie ahead with calm and resolute courage. There 
is no home in Canada, no family, and no individual whose fortunes 
and freedom are not bound up in the present struggle. I appeal 
to my fellow Canadians to unite in a national effort to save from 
destruction all that makes life itself worth living, and to preserve 
for future generations those liberties and institutions which others 
have bequeathed to us.
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Twenty Years of Leadership

Speech by The Right Honourable Mackenzie King*
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen : 1 am sure you will

believe me when I say, though I have addressed many audiences 
in the past twenty years, there has never been an occasion when 
1 found it more difficult to give expression to my feelings, and,
I might equally say, more difficult to conceal my feelings.

It would he strange indeed if one were not deeply moved by 
a tribute such as that which has been paid to me this evening by 
this great audience, representative of leading Liberals in the public 
life of our country, representative of every province of this 
Dominion, representative of those who are in high places and in 
humble places in our land, representative of men and women who 
are advanced in years, and also of those who are just coming 
forward to face the battle of life.

It has been given to but few men to receive such a tribute 
and I would have you believe that 1 am deeply touched by it, that 
I am very conscious of all it means, and that I am more than 
grateful to you for it.

A Tribute to Liberalism
But I would also have you believe that I do not regard the 

great gathering that is assembled here this evening—a gathering,
1 am told, which numbers between three and four thousand persons 
—as related solely, or even mostly, to one person. I am far, I say, 
from believing that this tribute is one which is being paid only 
to the individual who has had the honour of being the leader of 
his party for twenty years. 1 believe it to be equally a tribute to 
loyal colleagues without whose constant support and aid and 
ability it would be impossible for any man to lead a political party 
for any length of time.

I would also have you believe that I feel it to be equally a 
tribute to the thousands of men and women who have loyally 
supported my colleagues and myself during the years we have 
fought together the battles of Liberalism in this country, for 
without the support of the thousands, yes, the hundreds of thou­
sands, of men and women in the different parts of a vast land 
such as ours, it would not be possible for any leader to command 
a following, or any government to continue to hold office for any 
length of time or to put its policies into effect.

The gathering this evening is much more than a tribute to 
one man ; it is much more than a tribute even to a government and 
its supporters ; it is a tribute to those great principles which under­
lie government, principles of Liberalism which, in this land, have
* A verbatim shorthand report was made of Mr. Mackenzie King's speech at 

the time it was delivered, as he spoke extemporaneously. In the editing of 
the transcript of shorthand notes, the address has been slightly abbreviated.
In no material particular has the context been altered.
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been kept aglow while the lights of Liberalism have been going 
out in many parts of the world. That, above all, is what I feel 
this gathering tonight to be: an expression of the Liberal heart 
of Canada toward Liberal principles which the party has done its 
utmost to keep to the fore in these years of change—of rapid 
change—those principles of Liberalism which we believe are 
needed in the world at the present time more than they have ever 
been in the past, and which we are determined to continue to battle 
for and make triumphant through years to come.

A Word of Personal Thanks

I wish I could find words with which to express my thanks to 
all who have had to do with this great gathering. I see at this 
table those who are and have been my associates in the government 
of the country. I see assembled here as well leading Liberals 
from the different provinces of our country, who have come, some 
from the Atlantic, others from the Pacific, to join in this province 
of Ontario with fellow Liberals from the other provinces of 
Canada in giving expression, not only of loyalty and good-will 
towards the Leader of the party, but equally to the views and 
aims we hold in common. One would be less than human who was 
not deeply moved by the many expressions of confidence and 
trust which have been voiced by those who have spoken. I thank 
one and all for their kindly words and generous personal references.

I see here tonight not only colleagues and most of those who 
are at the head of the party in the different provinces of Canada, 
but I see also numbers of those who, through the years, have 
also been loyal supporters in Parliament, and many others who 
have been candidates of the Liberal party in its contests during 
the past twenty years. In addition, I see a very large number 
who are representative of the men and women in every constituency 
who. without any thought of office or of recognition for themselves, 
but believing that a vigilant citizenry is the surest way of keeping 
a country safe and secure, have been prepared to fight the battle 
of Liberalism without any hope of personal reward. As its leader, 
I am proud indeed to have this tribute paid to the party and its 
principles.

The Influence of Other Lives.

There are many things I should like to say this evening. 
Perhaps I may be pardoned if, at the outset, I make a few personal 
references. I would like to avail myself of this occasion, which 
is one primarily in the nature of a party gathering, to say, in a 
word or two, what 1 feel I owe to some of the lives which have 
meant very much to my own in my task of leadership of the party. 
Twenty years is a long time to lead a political party. I imagine 
that no one wonders more than I do myself how it has come about 
that, twenty years after the great convention of 1919, I should 
still find myself at the head of the party.

3
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I should like to thank the members of the committee who, in 

providing the badge which has been presented to each of the guests, 
arranged to place on either side of the little portrait of myself, 
which it contains, the portrait of my mother’s father and also the 
portrait of Sir Wilfrid Laurier. Those two lives, ladies and 
gentlemen, have, I think, influenced my own political life more 
than any others.

William Lyon Mackenzie
My earliest thoughts of politics were associated with the story 

of our family as I came to know it as a very little lad. The 
circumstances surrounding the early struggle for freedom in this 
country were circumstances which, even in childhood days, became 
very real to me. I am not going to speak of old political con­
troversies. Happily, much of their bitterness has long since dis­
appeared, and I should be the last to wish to revive it. I may be 
pardoned, however, if I say that the association my mother’s 
father had with this great city in its early beginnings ; the associa­
tions he had with the constituency of North York, that fine old 
stronghold of Liberalism ; the part he played in helping to bring 
about responsible government in this country ; the exile he suffered 
because of that struggle, the imprisonment he endured ; mv 
mother’s birth at a time when her father was still a political exile, 
and the family circumstances those of extreme poverty and advers­
ity ; Mackenzie’s return to this country ; the warmth of the welcome 
extended to him by the Liberals of Canada and his return to 
Parliament—all of these things made a deep impression upon me 
as a young man, and, if I am in politics today, I believe that the 
reason, more than anything else, has been a desire, the deepest in 
my heart, that I might to some extent be able, on behalf of the 
less fortunate of my fellow-men, to carry on the struggle for a 
wider freedom to which my grandfather devoted his life.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier
May I speak of Sir Wilfrid Laurier. As quite a young man,

I enjoyed the highest honour, I believe, which can come, in a lifetime, 
to any man, the honour of being chosen by one of noble character 
and wide experience, accorded his confidence, and placed by him 
in a position of great responsibility and trust. That is what I 
owe to Sir Wilfrid Laurier. I was not much experienced in public 
affairs, though deeply interested in social and industrial questions, 
when, at the age of thirty-three, Sir Wilfrid took me into his 
Cabinet. He, thereby, gave me the opportunity of seeing the work 
of government as it is carried on from within ; and the chance, at 
an early age, of coming to know something of the problems that 
faced the Dominion as they had to be met at that time, and as they 
would have to be met in years to come. I learned then some 
lessons of leadership of a political party, and you know that 
lessons learned when one is young are apt to be more deeply 
impressed than those learned at any other time—I learned then 
what some of the difficulties of government in Canada were, and
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something of how those difficulties could best be surmounted. If 
I have been successful in helping to meet some of those difficulties, 
I cannot attribute that success too largely to the example set his 
colleagues by Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and to the political precepts he 
instilled, consciously and unconsciously, in the minds of those who 
sat with him around the Council table.

I might say many things of much that was learned at that 
time, but f shall speak only of one or two precepts which I believe 
help to account for the fact that we are assembled here in the 
numbers we are this evening.

Precepts for Public Life
One thing I heard Sir Wilfrid Laurier say, and repeat time 

and again, was that “it does not do to cherish resentment in public 
life”. I would like to say that, not only to the young Liberals who 
are coming on, but to all who have any desire to serve their 
country in a true and noble way : “It does not do to cherish 
resentment in public life”.

I think, ladies and gentlemen, I may point to my record over 
the twenty years and say that, if in other things I may not have 
been as successful as I should like to have been, in this I have 
been true to my great leader, that I have not cherished resentment 
toward any man or toward any woman in any part of this great 
country. I have regarded my public life as a public trust, and 
I have sought, above all else, to keep any matter that might injure 
my feelings in a personal way so removed from my thoughts that 
it might never adversely influence my judgment with respect to 
public affairs.

There is another thing which I first learned from Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier and which 1 have always sought to remember. It is that 
Canada is a very difficult country to govern, and that, if Canada 
is to be kept as one, full account must be taken of the different 
elements of which it is composed. Canada’s population is made 
up of persons of different origins and traditions ; it is made up in 
largest part of two great peoples differing in race, differing also 
largely in religion, though not wholly so ; it is made up of people 
whose interests, economic and otherwise, lie in a variety of direc­
tions. There are many who have come to Canada from foreign 
lands to seek here a new life, new liberty and new freedom. What 
Laurier sought to impress upon all his colleagues—it was something 
which, being of the minority in race and religion, he felt deeply 
in his own nature— was that in a country such as Canada we must 
constantly have the rights of minorities in our thoughts, that no 
portion of the population should ever seek to dominate in virtue of 
the fact that in numbers it is larger than other portions ; that it 
is always well to remember that there can be no great body of 
opinion or belief that has not some real justification for it.

You have heard tonight my good friend, Ernest Lapointe, 
speak to you from his heart, as he always speaks. 1 ask you if
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the note which he sounded was not the one which was most familiar 
when Sir Wilfrid Laurier was at the head of the affairs of this 
country, the note of chivalry which is so characteristic of the 
French race and of the French people.

The need of chivalry is another precept I have sought to keep 
in mind in dealing with political opponents and with all who may 
differ from me in opinion. I say, ladies and gentlemen, that Ï 
believe no man can hope to he successful for any length of time 
in attempting to carry on the government of Canada who does not 
seek to he chivalrous to friends and foes alike.

Home Influences and Friends
You have been kind enough, Mr. Lapointe, to make a reference 

to my mother. I would like to join with my mother’s name, that 
of my father. My father in his earlier years, took an active part 
in public life. In the county of Waterloo, where I was born, he 
was President of the Reform Association. At one time he was 
nominated as the party’s candidate for Parliament. He felt it 
necessary to decline the nomination because of his family obliga­
tions. It was through my mother and father that I came to believe 
it was not less a privilege than a duty to share in some form of 
public service. The desire to serve, and the desire to help better 
social conditions, is something which was inspired in my home. 
I think I can honestly say that this desire lies deeper in my 
nature than anything else. May I add that I believe it to be the 
motive which lies deepest in the natures of all who seek to play 
a disinterested part in public affairs.

Sir William Mulock
There is another name I wish to mention—it is that of Sir 

William Mulock. There have been many friendships between men 
in public life in this country, but I doubt if there has been any 
personal and political friendship which has been closer, which has 
meant more than the friendship which I have been privileged to 
enjoy with Sir William Mulock for fifty years. We are all sorry 
Sir William is not with us tonight. He expected to be here. 
Having been slightly indisposed during the last few days, it seemed 
the part of discretion for him, at his ninety-five years, not to 
attempt to be present tonight. In Sir William’s absence, I should 
like to say what I had wished to say in his presence. I can never 
be too grateful to him for the opportunity that he, too, afforded me 
in public life.

I need not remind you that it was Sir William Mulock who, 
as long ago as 1900, invited me to become the deputy minister of 
the Department of Labour. My thoughts go back to those years, 
when talking over social and industrial problems with Sir William, 
he decided to introduce into Parliament an act which would estab­
lish a Department of Labour in Canada. I recall with a great 
deal of interest today, and 1 would ask my fellow Liberals to 
remember, in these days when men and women are discussing
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social and industrial problems as never before, that it was a Liberal 
party in Canada, a Liberal minister and a Liberal Prime Minister, 
who, forty years ago, first introduced far-reaching legislation with 
respect to the conditions of labour of that day, and to meet other 
industrial and social problems which were beginningto arise at that 
time. I am profoundly thankful that, through the providence of 
God, Sir William has been spared to witness many evidences of his 
political wisdom, and to enjoy, at the end of a long public career, 
the great respect he does of his fellow-countrymen in all parts of 
our Dominion.

Others to be Remembered
May I also say how very proud I am to have at my side this 

evening Sir Allan Aylesworth. It was Sir Allan who placed mv 
name in nomination for the leadership of the Liberal party at the 
great convention of 1919. He is one who has never failed to be 
true to the principles for which he has fought over many years.
He has long been an ornament to the great profession to which 
he belongs, an ornament also to the Parliament of Canada.

May I refer also to the presence this evening of my good 
friend Senator Dandurand, the leader of the government in the 
Senate, with whom I have been so closely associated during all 
the years I have been in Parliament. He, as you know, is the 
senior member of the Senate of Canada. During a lifetime of 
public service he has given the best that is in him to the people of 
Canada and to great international causes, always seeking to main­
tain and to further the fundamental principles of freedom.

I must mention also my friend George Graham, because I owe 
him a very great debt. I am sorry he has not been able to be 
with us this evening. I would like to say that few men in the 
public life of Canada have given more help to their leader, or been 
more loyal, than George Graham has been to me from the day I 
became the leader of the party.

1 should be sorry to conclude these personal references with­
out speaking of Lady Laurier, who bequeathed me the house in 
which I have lived during the most of the time I have been in 
Parliament, and speaking, also, of my late friend, the Llonourable 
Peter Larkin, who, along with other friends helped to make my 
home the one that it is today.

Did time permit, I should like to refer to many others who 
are much in my thoughts tonight, but I realize you desire to have 
me speak more particularly of our Party and I will, therefore, 
come to what 1 wish most to say in that regard.

A Remarkable Party Record
1 have said that, in these days, twenty years is a long time for 

anyone to be a leader of a political party. What is more remark­
able, however, is the fact that in that period of twenty years there 
have been, as Mr. Lapointe has said, five general elections, of j 
which the Liberal party has carried four. What, perhaps, is most I
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remarkable of all, is that at the present time, at the end of those 
twenty years, the government has in parliament a larger following 
that has been given to any other political leader in the history of 
Canada. That, ladies and gentlemen, has not come about wholly 
by chance. I shall give you some of the reasons which, to my 
mind, help to account for our having the strong party we have 
today.

First I should place the success which has attended our efforts 
to secure and maintain unity within the party. That is best ex­
emplified by the colleagues I have at my side today, and the 
colleagues I have had beside me in the past. Every province in 
Canada is represented in the Cabinet today. Such was also the 
case in the first administration I formed.

Let your thoughts go back to the convention of 1919; what 
was the position of the Liberal party at that time? The country 
had been through a great war. In the course of that war divisions 
had inevitably been created. After the formation of the Union 
Government and the introduction of conscription, the party was 
openly divided. In the election which took place under the War 
Times Election Act the Liberals were left with a mere handful 
of members in the House of Commons. The convention of 1919 
helped to bring members of the party together. From that time 
on, though we encountered many difficulties, we became stronger 
and stronger. As the years went by, past differences were forgotten, 
old wounds were healed. We became again a united party.

Nor did we achieve the results we did because times and 
conditions were easy. We encountered more difficulties at the 
time we came into office than any previous government. You may 
recall that, at the time, the total Liberal representation in the 
House of Commons from the western provinces, Manitoba, Sas­
katchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia did not exceed six in 
all. Moreover, we were confronted with the difficulty of having 
to co-operate with or to contend with third parties, as well as with 
an official opposition. It was the first time any government had 
been faced with several parties on the opposition benches. We 
also faced, at the outset, a period of great depression. During 
recent years there has been a condition of change in the world 
the like of which has never been known before. Subversive tend­
encies have made it difficult for governments anywhere and every­
where. The miracle is that, in the face of such difficulties, we 
have succeeded in maintaining the unity of the party, and the unity 
of the country, to the degree we have.

Canadian Unity the Chief Objective
The reason, above all others, which accounts for our success 

as a party is that we have sought, above all else, the unity of our 
country. We have put that before us as the chief of all our 
objectives. The unity of the government, the unity of the party, 
were necessary means to that great end.

Canada, as I have repeated, is a difficult country to govern ; 
it is difficult because it is a vast country ; it is difficult also because 
it is a country which but very recently has come into being.

We speak of Confederation as though the Dominion, as we 
know it, had come into existence in 1867. True enough, 1867 was 
the date of Confederation, but the Dominion was not then what it 
has since become. In 1867, there were only four provinces. It 
was 1870 before Manitoba became a province ; it was 1871 before 
British Columbia was admitted into the Dominion ; it was 187.3 
before Prince Edward Island entered Confederation ; it was 1905 
before Saskatchewan and Alberta were created as provinces. After 
all, the period of the history of this broad Dominion does not 
extend over many years.

During the early years the work that was carried on by govern­
ment was largely in the nature of development, of settlement, the 
construction of railways and other necessary public works. Govern­
ment was concerned largely with material things, but, during these 
last few years, new classes of social and human problems have 
come very much to the fore. The early period was one of ex­
pansion. Periods of expansion are usually comparatively easy for 
administrations. We have come now to what, in many ways, 
might be described as an era of contraction. Speaking in terms 
of the agencies of transportation and communication, our country 
is smaller than it was. People are in immediate contact and asso­
ciation with each other, and with other parts of the world, in a 
way they have never been at any previous time.

Under Confederation, the functions of government were div­
ided between the Dominion and the provinces. Some particular 
services were assigned to the provinces ; other services to the 
Dominion. But in this period of contraction, and in this time of 
strain and stress, at home as well as abroad, it has become increas­
ingly difficult for the separate governments, the provincial and the 
Dominion, to administer affairs in the comparatively easy fashion 
in which they could be administered some years ago. Difficulties 
at the outset wholly unforeseen have developed, and these dif­
ficulties have become more and more emphasized because of the 
kind of particularization, in one form or another, which has as­
serted itself in other countries, as well as our own. I believe we 
shall be on the way to a solution of these difficulties before very 
long, now that the relations of the provinces and the Dominion 
have received the consideration they have at the hands of a great 
commission, and which, later on, they will receive by the people's 
representatives in the Provinces and the Dominion alike.

A Nation-wide Party an Essential of National Unity
Today, we are hearing a great deal about the old political 

parties, as though they were something in the nature of a menace 
to the country, rather than, as I believe them to be, one of the 
great instruments for helping to bind together the widely separated 
parts of the country.
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I ask you to consider the nature of a political party. What 
its purpose is. A political party is not an end in itself. À political 
party is a means to an end, and that end is the government of the 
country. It is the means whereby men and women who feel and 
think alike in regard to the problems of state may so blend their 
minds and their opinions, and so combine their forces, as to make 
prevail, in the government of the country, policies based upon the 
views and principles which they hold in common. In a country 
of vast distances, such as ours, it is essential that we should have 
an instrument which serves the interests not of one class merely, 
or one particular creed, or of one section of the country, but, 
rather, an instrument which is large enough and strong enough to 
bring together in common effort those who are of different racial 
origins and religious faiths, those who belong to different classes, 
those who come from different sections of the country, those who 
have different immediate interests to serve.

The Right View of Leadership
In the years that I have been in office in our country, I have 

sought to regard the position of Prime Minister as first, only in 
the sense of being first among equals. I have striven to avoid 
anything that savoured of dictatorship. After all, the best wav 
in which Canada can be governed—and, indeed, the only way, for 
long—is by the bringing together, into the closest possible associa­
tion with each other, men of different races and different beliefs 
and allowing them to share equally in the shaping of the policies 
of the country.

Mr. Lapointe has referred tonight to something I said at 
Quebec. May I remind you that, in the periods in our country’s 
history, which have been periods of struggle and transition, it has 
been found absolutely necessary to have working in close associa­
tion with each other, men who were representative in a very real 
way of the great elements which compose this nation.

In the early days of the struggle for political freedom, Mac­
kenzie was associated with Papineau ; later, in achieving respons­
ible government, Baldwin and Lafontaine were closely associated ; 
later still, Macdonald and Cartier were associated in the work of 
Confederation. In a similar way, I have sought and have suc­
ceeded in binding close to myself, in all that pertains to the govern­
ment of this country, my true and trusted friend, Ernest Lapointe. 
He is the one who, I believe, above all others in Canada, is able 
to represent the point of view of the province of Quebec from 
which he comes, and to speak for those of the French race and 
descent in our country. He knows their sentiments, he senses 
their feelings, and he understands to the full the matters which to 
them are of greatest concern.

Mr. Lapointe and I have sat together at the council table now 
for many years. In all that time, although we differ in racial 
origin, although we are representative of different religious beliefs,
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I cannot think of an occasion when he and I, with respect to any 
public question in Canada, have ever materially disagreed. We 
have been able to discover, in comparison with those things on 
which we might be expected to differ, so many more things that 
we have in common, that we have been able to see pretty much eye 
to eye with regard to all the larger issues of this land. And what 
I say with respect to my colleague and friend, Ernest Lapointe, I 
can say in almost equal measure with respect to every other 
colleague I have had.

It is absolutely necessary in the government of this country 
that the voices that speak for those who dwell by the sea, whether 
it be the Atlantic or the Pacific, the voices of those who come from 
industrial provinces, such as Ontario and Quebec, the voices of 
those who come from vast agrarian areas, such as are found in the 
provinces of western Canada, should be heard in equal measure.
It is necessary, moreover, in order that the several voices may be 
duly harmonized, there should be a blending of minds, begotten 
of utmost confidence and the closest association. Only in this 
way can policies be made to serve the general good, rather than 
particular and special interests.

Party True to its Principles and Leader
If we are a united party, a strong party, in Canada today, it 

is also because as a party we have been true to the principles of 
Liberalism, and because the party has been true to its leader. The 
leader, on his part, has sought to be true to the party and also to 
himself. Together, we have sought to serve those great principles 
which, I believe, are more needed today than at any time in our 
country’s history.

This is a family gathering. It is not necessary, therefore, to 
say much about what Liberal principles are. 1 noticed, however, 
today, that one of the Toronto papers had been kind enough to 
refer to something 1 said twenty years ago of the meaning of 
“Liberalism”, as I then understood it. What was there set forth 
was that Liberalism was the expression of a wider human freedom 
in all the relationships of life ; a wider human freedom for those 
who live and work on farms, for those who work in shops and 
factories and mines ; a wider human freedom for young and old, 
for men and women everywhere, in relation to their environments. 
That has been, I believe, at all times, and in all places, the great 
aim and the great purpose of Liberalism. I should like to express 
the purpose of Liberalism tonight as being “to defend and to 
extend the frontiers of freedom”.

Efforts to extend and to defend Freedom
As a young man, much concerned with the social questions of 

the day, my thoughts were mostly in the direction of seeking to 
enlarge freedom. As I have had experience in government over 
these many years, I have come to see that there is another aspect
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of Liberalism which is just as important, and which, in our time, 
has become almost more important than seeking to extend freedom, 
and that is to preserve freedom, and to defend freedom.

We have seen freedom threatened in many parts of the world, 
and threatened in no small measure even in our own. As Liberals, 
we have sought to see that the ground which had been secured in 
the past was held and consolidated, and, in this period when 
changes have been taking place so rapidly, that nothing of freedom 
was lost. I have sought above everything else—and to no little 
extent have been ridiculed because of it—to see that the constitu­
tion of this country was maintained, and the supremacy of Parlia­
ment upheld. Why has that been so? Because I believe the 
constitution of the country to be the paladium of its liberties, the 
bulwark of its freedom. That does not mean that the Constitu­
tion should never be altered. If we are to progress, change is 
essential in the Constitution, as in all else. The moment, however, 
for the sake of short cuts and quick action, the structure of the 
Constitution is materially changed, so that its spirit is lost, through 
the elimination of some of its seeming restraints, that moment, the 
chances are a hundred to one it will be found that something of 
freedom is also being destroyed.

That is why, during recent years, some of us in Parliament 
opposed as strongly as we could, the efforts which were made, 
first of all, to do away with the control Parliament had, and ought 
at all times to have over legislation, by the enactment of legislation, 
not by Parliament in the form of laws, but by the Executive in 
the form of orders-in-council under general powers previously 
secured in the name of peace, order and good government. It 
explains why we struggled so hard to maintain the control of the 
purse by Parliament, and to prevent the issuance of blank cheques 
which would allow governments to do as they pleased with the 
monies of the people. It was for the same reason we fought 
measures which sought to give to the administration itself un­
limited control of both the import and export trade of the country.

When you stop to look into the matter, you will discover that 
our country, four or five years ago, had come as near to becoming 
a dictatorship, in the powers accorded the Executive, as it was 
possible to have it under our constitution. It may be necessary 
for a government to be given such powers in times of war, but 
they can never be justified except to meet the gravest of emerg­
encies.

When, except because of some grave emergency, you give a 
government, any government, the power under general authority to 
enact what laws it likes, apart altogether from Parliament, and to 
do as it pleases with public funds, and to stop trade, either import 
or export, at the will of the ministry, you have a condition of affairs 
which immediately threatens the whole basis of a people’s liberty 
and freedom. It was dangers of that kind which we sought so 
strenously to avoid, and the safeguards against which, since com­
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ing again into office, we have restored. We have resolutely sought 
to preserve the underlying and basic principles of the parliament­
ary system.

The Dangers of Third Parties and of a Single Party.
In this connection, may I say a word with regard to the 

part played by major political parties as a means of preserving 
national unity and national freedom. A government and an opposi­
tion are, I believe, essential to the administration of public affairs 
under the British system of government. Both, I believe, are 
secured most effectively by two major political parties, represent­
ing opposing attitudes of mind, the Liberal and the Conservative. 
Major political parties, instead of several parties, or a single party, 
assure that at all times the government of the day will have an 
effective opposition, itself prepared, once a government is defeated, 
to take on the responsibilities of office. Meanwhile, they help to 
create political relationships which extend as a series of links 
across the entire nation.

What is the alternative—or what, rather, are the alternatives 
to perpetuating the so-called old political parties? There are only 
two that I can see. One is the creation of third parties, greater or 
less in number ; the other, the elimination of all but a single party.

Once you begin to have a number of parties, that minute you 
commence to encourage sectionalism, that minute you begin to 
encourage government by classes or groups, government by those 
who are interested in some particular “ism”, as opposed to govern­
ment, which seeks, above all else, to give expression to the general 
will. Liberalism always places the general good before the parti­
cular interest, be it of class, or race, or creed. For that reason we, 
as Liberals, have felt that as one great party, nation-wide in extent 
and outlook, we could best offset the tendencies to division and 
cleavage in our land.

The other alternative, a single party, means the abolition of all 
opposition. Once that form of government takes its rise, you 
have immediately a dictatorship. Once a country allows the control 
of its affairs to pass into the hands of one political party, with one 
leader, and one policy, there inevitably begins the glorification of 
its leader as the embodiment of the entire state, the imposition of 
the party’s will by force, and the end to liberty in the country 
itself. For these reasons, we have sought, as I have said, to avoid 
the growth of anything savouring of dictatorship in our country, 
and I think we have succeeded.

Industrial and International Peace
I had meant to speak not only of some of the things that in 

the last twenty years we have sought to avoid, but also of many 
we have sought to effect. I have, unfortunately, devoted to personal 
matters much more time than I had intended. Let me hurriedly 
mention one or two things for which we have consistently striven.
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I would say that, next to national unity, the furtherance of 
industrial and international peace has been kept to the fore. As I 
have already mentioned, it was a Liberal administration that 
established the Canadian Department of Labour. The government 
of that day and subsequent Liberal governments have given special 
attention to legislation aimed at improving relations between the 
parties to industry. Personally, 1 have striven, throughout the 
past twenty years, 1 might say the past forty years, above all else, 
to help remove differences which tend to separate class from class. 
I have striven not less zealously to do what I could to remove the 
causes of international strife.

Canada’s Position as a Nation
As Liberals, we have also sought to see that the position of 

Canada as a nation within the British Commonwealth was furthered 
to the uttermost. You will recall that it was a Liberal administra­
tion which was the first to have this country negotiate and sign 
its own treaties. You may remember that it was a Liberal ad­
ministration which first established legations in several countries, 
and first welcomed foreign legations to our Capital. These have 
been among expressions of a fuller nationhood. By such contacts 
we have established, we have been able to promote closer relation­
ships between nations.

As an illustration, 1 need only mention the success we have 
had in negotiating reciprocal trade treaties with the United States. 
Ever since Confederation, efforts to that end have been made, but 
all heretofore had been unsuccessful. In the time we have been 
in office, we have succeeded, not only in making two extensive trade 
treaties with the United States, but we have played an all-important 
part in helping to bring into being the treaty between Great Britain 
and the United States. I venture to say that, in these days, the 
condition of the world being what it is, no single achievement 
either in this country or the United States or Great Britain has 
done more, to point the way to the ultimate solution of world 
difficulties than these negotiations and agreements.

We have not merely sought to make Canada outstanding as 
a nation amongst the nations of the British Commonwealth, we 
have striven above all else to make Canada a power for good 
amongst the nations of the world.

No Commitments with respect to Unknown Situations
I have been asked at different times to make a declaration 

with regard to the present situation. First of all, let me say, that 
with world conditions what they are, no man in public life can be 
too careful with respect to what he has to say about other countries.

I have been asked to speak plainly, to take a firm stand, and 
to say at once what Canada is going to do in certain emergencies. 
There is one thing, ladies and gentlemen, that I will not do, have 
not done, and cannot be persuaded on any account to do, and that
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is to say what this Dominion of Canada will do in a situation that 
is unknown, that may or may not take place at some future time, 
and of the circumstances and causes of which we know nothing at 
the present time.

The Liberal party has always been prepared, at the right time, 
to take its stand with regard to behaviour on the part of other 
nations to which it has reason to take exception. I do not believe, 
however, that we are helping the cause of international peace when, 
instead of attending to our own business, we prefer to give our 
attention to the internal affairs of other lands. That the form of 
government in some countries may be different from ours is their 
affair ; our obligation is to see to our own methods of government. 
Also that we so conduct our affairs, and so exert our power that, as 
opportunity affords, we may be in a position so to use our power 
as to further the betterment of relations between nations.

The World Situation of Today
May I repeat, this evening, something that I have quoted on 

many occasions, because I believe it to be profoundly true with 
respect to what is actually taking place in the world at this time. 
The words are those of the great scientist, Pasteur, who, viewing 
the conditions of Europe at the time of the Franco-Prussian war, 
said of the world of his day :

“Two contrary laws seem to be wrestling with each other 
nowadays : the one, a law of blood and of death, ever imagin­
ing new means of destruction, and forcing nations to be 
constantly ready for the battlefield—the other, a law of peace, 
work, and health, ever evolving new means of delivering man 
from the scourges which beset him. The one seeks violent 
conquest, the other the relief of Humanity. The latter places 
one human life above any victory ; while the former would 
sacrifice hundreds of thousands of lives to the ambition of 
one. Which of these two laws will ultimately prevail, God 
alone knows.”
Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you, is that not exactly the condi­

tion we have today—forces seeking destruction, forces seeking 
conquest by might, and other forces working in accordance with 
and seeking to further the law of peace, work, and health ? Those 
opposing powers are in conflict with each other. The only way in 
which Force can be effectively met is by Force, but the only way 
in which Force can be overcome is by Persuasion. The country 
that wishes to be of service to other parts of the world, as well as 
of service to itself, will do all in its power so to prepare as to be 
able to resist whatever force may be brought against it; at the 
same time it will go forward equally striving to further peace and 
good-will among all peoples and races and nations by policies 
which serve to bring about bonds of union between them.

I have here a paragraph which sets forth what was said by a 
British officer during the period of the great war. It seems to me
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to express a truth which we cannot take too much to hea
“We ought to recognize that the real struggle in which 

this war is only an episode, is not merely between our own 
countries and anything so unstable and transitory as modern 
Germany, but between permanent and irreconcilable claimants 
for the soul of man, and that what makes the German 
spirit dangerous is not that it is alien, but that it is horribly 
congenial to almost the whole modern world, with all its cult 
of power as an end in itself, its coarse material standards, its 
subordination of personality to mechanism, its worship of 
an elaborate and soul destroying organization. And if we 
feel that the absolute claim of personality, the preservation 
and development of spiritual freedom are worth any sacrifice 
in time of war, we ought equally to feel that they are worth 
any sacrifice in time of peace.”
In other words, the evils we are facing today are not those of 

any one people or country, they are evils which arc beginning to 
permeate the whole modern world. The task they impose is that 
of preserving what is highest in human personality. For that 
particular end, we must strive above all else.

Humanity the Chief Concern
In speaking at the Guildhall, in London, after returning to 

England from this country, His Majesty the King quoted a phrase 
by the late Professor Goldwin Smith, a former resident of this city. 
It expresses a thought much needed to be kept in mind at this 
time. The quotation is :—“Over all nations is Humanity.” That 
is something the significance of which cannot be too strongly 
emphasized. What we need to learn is that in no nation are 
all the people bad ; that within every nation there are hundreds of 
thousands of men and women who are just as anxious as we are 
to prevent war, not to speak of the possible destruction of civiliza­
tion. We must seek by our words, we must seek by our actions, 
so to conduct the affairs of our country that nothing may be said 
or done which will render impossible closer relationships between 
ourselves and those men and women of any and every country who 
also are striving for peace. Only by joint effort of the kind will 
peace, rather than war, ultimately triumph.

The Freedom of Mankind
May I leave this thought with you as a last one. Liberalism 

began with a struggle to extend and to defend freedom. Its work 
through the years has been to continue the effort to extend and to 
defend freedom. In the past, in Canada, that effort has been made 
primarily in relation to freedom within our own country. So far 
as the future is concerned, we, as Liberals, if we be true to our 
cause, will seek to extend and defend freedom, not only for our­
selves in our own land, but will be prepared to do so, as circum­
stances may determine, in the interest of mankind.
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Fellow Canadians:

On Sunday, September the 3rd, His Majesty the King appealed 
to his peoples, at home and across the seas, to make their own 
the cause of freedom, which, on that day, Britain had taken up.

Speaking over a world-wide network the same afternoon, I 
was able to say that Canada had already answered that call. On 
the Friday previous, September the 1st, the Canadian Parliament 
had been summoned to meet on September the 7th. At the time of 
making the announcement, I stated that in the event of the United 
Kingdom becoming engaged in war, in the effort to resist aggres­
sion, our government would immediately seek the authority of 
Parliament for effective co-operation by Canada at the side of 
Britain.

On Thursday, September the 7th, Parliament met. On Satur­
day, the 9th, by an all but unanimous adoption of the Address, 
the necessary authority was secured. On the following day, 
September the 10th, a state of war between Canada and Germany 
was proclaimed by the King.

Since the entry of our country into the war, the time of the 
government has been occupied with the steps necessary to place 
Canada on a war footing. For weeks before, as the clouds were 
gathering, we had quietly, but none the less effectively, been
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preparing for the eventuality of war. With what forethought and 
precision every essential detail had been anticipated became apparent 
the moment war broke out in Europe.

I intend, for the present, to make two broadcasts. In the 
broadcast I am now making, I shall endeavour to clarify the issue, 
in order better to define the war aims. In the second broadcast, to 
be delivered on Tuesday evening next, I shall outline Canada’s 
war effort as organized by the government from the time of the 
meeting of Parliament to the present.

The nature of the conflict

In the broadcast of September the 3rd, I stated that the fate 
of a single city, the preservation of the independence of a particular 
nation, were the occasion, not the real cause of the present conflict. 
I added that the forces of evil had been loosed in the world in a 
struggle between the pagan conception of a social order which ignores 
the individual and is based upon the doctrine of Might, and a 
civilization founded upon the Christian conception of the brother­
hood of man, with its regard for the sanctity of contractual relations, 
and the sacredness of human personality.

To understand the struggle, we must first understand how the 
pagan conception came to dominate Germany.

For years past, we have witnessed within Germany the growth 
in power of a single political party which has secured not merely 
the control of government, but, for the time being, at least, an 
all but complete domination over the minds and will of the German 
people. This the party has been able to do by a skilfully worked 
out system of terrorization. Individuals who have dared to express 
opinions contrary to the government in power have been threatened ; 
many have actually suffered imprisonment or death.

The party has succeeded in identifying itself with the State. 
It has taken the position that whatever is contrary to the policy 
of the party is opposed to the interest of Germany. It has increased 
its power by propaganda specially designed to poison at their 
source, the springs of information and opinion. By these and other
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methods, the party has sought to instil in the minds of all, and 
particularly of the young, doctrines entirely opposed to those on 
which human relations are based in free countries, or on which 
they were based in the Germany of other times.

Naziism founded on the doctrine of Force

We teach our children to believe in the power of Truth and 
Right and Justice; in the value of a man’s word, in obedience to 
laws framed by free representative assemblies, in the sanctity of 
contracts, whether between individuals or between nations. We 
ourselves have come to see that these concepts are the essentials 
of peace and freedom ; that it is only in this way that human 
liberties can be preserved. Under the regime which has held 
power in Germany for nearly seven years, the youth of that country 
have been increasingly taught not to place their trust in the 
pledged word, the written contract, and the power of representative 
assemblies and courts to defend the right and secure freedom, but 
to look to Force as the one instrument in national and inter­
national relations on which to place reliance. Of the merits of 
any alternative to Force, there has been no opportunity for dis­
cussion or debate. Opposition has been silenced by threats, by 
the concentration camp, or by death. Parliament, in Germany, 
has ceased to exist, except when it is called to register the will 
of the dictator.

The political party in Germany that has thus identified itself 
with the State is the Nazi party. Its head is Herr Hitler. It 
is Naziism and Hitlerism, as thus understood, which has produced 
the present war, and which threatens, if it is not overthrown, to 
extend its tyrannical power to all nations.

It is necessary to keep this danger in mind in order to under­
stand why Great Britain and France found it imperative to pledge 
their support to Poland. It was a pledge given in the hope that 
it might prevent more in the way of aggression. When Herr 
Hitler and the Nazi rulers who surround him disclosed their 
unwillingness to settle differences between the two countries by

5



T O r- <-> AJ ■ ' :

peaceful methods of conference and agreement, but, instead, made 
clear their determination to gain their objectives by force, Britain 
and France were bound to oppose, with all the resources at their 
command, this further employment of force.

The rise of Naziism in Germany

How is it that the German people, many of whom love freedom 
and desire peace quite as much as the peoples of other countries, 
have come to submit to such a regime? This is a question which 
naturally arises in our minds. The answer to it affords the key to 
much that has taken place, and which it would otherwise be 
difficult to explain. It lies in the sort of beneficent role which, 
in the eyes of a large proportion of the German people, Force has 
actually come to assume.

Germany , was slow to recover from the humiliation of defeat 
in the last war. The Republic which was set up in 1919 was 
associated in the popular mind with the shame of the peace treaty. 
The government of the Republic seemed powerless to cope with 
the social problems which followed in the wake of the war. To 
add to its difficulties, the discontent of the twenties began to 
breed Communism and to further its spread. Amid the existing 
demoralization, the Communist party employed its growing strength 
to undermine the country’s social and industrial life.

It has been asserted that the Communists had little or no 
chance of gaining power. Many Germans, however, were afraid 
of the Communist influence. They had fresh in their memories, 
and before their very eyes, the results of the Russian revolution. 
Herr Hitler claimed to understand and to foresee the dangers to 
Germany of the Communist movement. He became a leader against 
it. He sought to identify Communist with Jewish control of opinion 
and finance. Thereby, he satisfied a bitter personal prejudice, and 
gained much anti-Semitic support. Powerful industrial and finan­
cial interests became his allies. Hitler and his associates came 
in time to be widely accepted as the champions of the German 
people against what he called the Jewish Communist menace.
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With the aid of the financial interests, who supported him 
as a bulwark against Communism, Hitler became Chancellor. From 
that time on the political party, of which he was the head, wielded 
absolute power. The government of Germany became a dictator­
ship based upon Force. The German people were taught to view 
democracies with contempt.

The threat and use of force within Germany

To the youth of Germany, Hitler sought to make the doctrine 
of Force especially attractive. As he glorified youth, so also he 
glorified arms. Youth was taught that together they symbolized the 
future power of the Reich. Force, the Nazis claimed, would be 
effective where Reason had failed. Sir Nevile Henderson, the former 
British Ambassador to Berlin, cites the following statement as having 
been made by Hitler himself : “If you wish to obtain your objectives 
by force, you must be strong; if you wish to obtain them by nego­
tiation, you must be stronger still.” Henderson says that this remark 
expresses, in its most concise form, the Hitler technique.

The first use made of force by Hitler and his associates was in 
the internal affairs of Germany. In order to give to the Nazi party 
a monopoly of power in the State, not only the Communists, but 
Socialists, Liberals, Catholics, and even Conservative Nationalists 
were persecuted and their political parties suppressed. Labour unions 
and co-operatives were destroyed, religious bodies were terrorized, 
Religion itself was made subservient to the pagan gospel of racial 
superiority. The treatment of the Jews became steadily more brutal. 
At the same time the increasing regimentation of the labour and 
resources of Germany for rearmament on a colossal scale, and with 
unprecedented rapidity, served gradually to end unemployment. The 
superficial and temporary prosperity produced by this rearmament 
helped to give an appearance of order to Germany and to restore its 
self-respect.

The threat and use of force against other Countries

It was not long before the threat of force was tried in the inter­
national field. It was contended by Hitler that the Treaty of Ver­
sailles had reduced Germany to an inferior position among the nations
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of the world. In addition to being stripped of a part of her territory, 
Germany had also been disarmed. Other nations, it was pointed out, 
had retained or were increasing their arms. Hitler told the German 
people that he and his party would throw off this yoke of German 
inferiority. Rearmament was thus given a fresh excuse and a new 
impetus. Germany began with all her might to develop her military 
power. It is not without significance that this step was taken in 
defiance of treaty obligation.

To end alleged injustices, by restoring to the German Reich 
peoples of German stock and territories formerly German, was an 
ambition which, naturally, made an appeal to the German people. 
The restoration of the Saar territory to Germany in 1935 was 
Hitler’s first international triumph. Although the Saar was returned 
to Germany after a plebiscite, the Nazis told the German people 
that, without the threat of force, the British and French would not 
have agreed to the holding of the plebiscite. The incorporation of 
the Saar into Germany became a symbol of the restoration of the 
territory as well as of the power of the former Reich. Such a result 
seemed, within Germany, to justify an unlimited development of 
military strength. From that time on, the whole of Germany was 
organized into a vast military machine.

The technique of Nazi aggression

Within Germany, this machine was increasingly used to destroy 
individual liberty, and to place the German people more than ever 
under the power of the Nazi party which controlled and identified 
itself with the State. Beyond the confines of Germany, the military 
might of Germany was increasingly employed as an instrument of 
threat and terror to other nations.

The Nazi leaders were well aware that the countries of Europe 
generally were not anxious for another war. They assumed that this 
desire to avoid war would ensure the localization of conflicts, particu­
larly those with countries immediately adjacent to Germany. On 
this assumption, the party began to develop its technique for the 
absorption, by threat of force, of those nearby countries in which there 
were peoples of German stock.
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The technique employed was, first of all, to develop a quarrel 
with the government of the State to be absorbed. With passions 
aroused, some incident was surreptitiously fomented, demands were 
thereupon presented, supported by the threat of force. The demands 
were so framed, and so timed, as to make acceptance impossible 
within the limits prescribed. As a part of the technique, all opinion 
on the issue, except the Nazi version, was suppressed in Germany. 
Adverse opinion from outside Germany was excluded from the 
country. Worst of all, the German people were deluged by a never 
ending stream of lying propaganda.

Apparent success of Nazi methods

The technique worked with Austria. It worked again at 
Munich. It worked once more in the extinction of Czechoslovakia 
and the recovery of Memel. Hitler believed it would work in the 
case of Poland. On each occasion, the alleged purpose and the 
method were the same. The German people were told that an old 
wrong was being righted, that German territories or peoples of the 
Germanic race were being restored to and incorporated in the greater 
Reich. Each time, however, aggression went a step farther. Ger­
many began to include peoples who were not Germanic in origin, 
and territory which had never before been German. Moreover, the 
conquered peoples and possessions were utilized, as the wealth of 
the oppressed Jews within Germany itself had been, to augment the 
growing power of Nazidom. All the while, Hitler and his Nazi 
associates continued to count on the unwillingness of other nations, 
by opposing aggression, to risk setting all Europe aflame.

Aggression pursued in this fashion worked for a while. As, 
however, its real significance came to be understood, it was realized 
that it constituted a threat, not to the countries of Europe only, 
but to those of the entire world. A system which deliberately and 
successfully defies judicial methods of righting wrongs, and of 
adjusting by peaceful means national and international disputes, 
cannot continue without ultimately destroying national and inter­
national order and justice.
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Moreover, reliance upon Force, as opposed to Reason, inevit­
ably brings into association with itself the many agencies of, and 
evils attendant upon, terror and violence. Gangster methods sup­
plant the rule of law. Sooner or later, all the powers of darkness 
and evil are loosed. They gain increasing sway.

Here is the explanation of why, when Germany began to adopt 
toward Poland methods similar to those which she had employed 
in the case of Austria and Czechoslovakia, the British and French 
governments, first of all, earnestly worked for an adjustment of 
the differences by peaceful means. It explains why, later on, regard­
less of the cost to themselves, they found it necessary to pledge 
their word to Poland, and to take up arms on her behalf. It was 
the one and only means left of checking more in the way of German 
aggression.

The Nazi ambition of world domination

The invasion of Poland by Germany was, as I have said, the 
immediate occasion, not the cause, of the present war. Germany’s 
defiance of peaceful methods of adjusting international differences 
is a defiance and a threat to all peoples and countries which still 
seek to base their freedom upon the rule of law, the sanctity 
of contracts, and the sacredness of human personality. When 
Nazi Germany deliberately fomented the dispute with Poland, 
German aggression and German power had reached a place where, 
to save the civilization enjoyed by free countries, it became neces­
sary for one or more of the great powers to saÿ that Nazi aggression 
must cease. Great Britain and France had been driven to believe 
that it is better to risk all, in an effort to save those things which 
make life worth living, than to continue to endure the fear of 
unending aggression, and the gradual dominance of the world by 
Force.

It must never be forgotten that behind all we have seen and felt 
of Nazi methods and aims during recent years, lies the Nazi doctrine 
of racial superiority. It appears to me as the pagan parallel of 
the doctrine of the divine right of Kings. In the gospel of Hitler, 
the German people, the so-called Nordic race, are the chosen people.
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They alone have the right to rule. All other peoples are to be 
subordinated to the sons of Wotan. They are to dominate the 
world.

Although the Nazis have a single aim—world domination—the 
methods being employed to achieve that end are many. Against 
neighbouring peoples the method is aggression, conquest, and sub­
jugation. Against more remote lands, they have proceeded by 
planting centres of Nazi influence. To achieve their ends, they 
are, as the pact with Soviet Russia has shown, even willing to aid 
in the spread of Communism which they formerly claimed was the 
enemy of civilization. They seem to believe that, by fostering 
world unrest, they will be assisted in the destruction of freedom, 
but that, in the end, the Nazis will dominate by virtue of their racial 
superiority.

If there was ever a doubt that the ultimate—one might almost 
say the immediate—aim of Nazified Germany, was the domination 
of Europe, as a step towards world domination, that doubt has 
surely been removed by what was witnessed in the first six 
weeks of war. The highly mechanized military machine that rolled 
in upon Poland, and crushed the Polish armies almost as rapidly 
as they came into the field; the air armada which rained death and 
destruction from the skies on unfortified communities and civilian 
populations; the presence and use of submarines over the areas 
and on the scale on which they have been employed, were never 
intended for the defence of Germany against possible invaders of 
her territory. They are clearly the evidence of a reliance upon 
Force sufficiently strong to work the will of its masters in whatever 
direction may best serve their lust for power.

Hatred of war and dictatorship—Efforts to preserve Peace

May I now say a few words that are more or less personal. 
I have participated in the public life of Canada for many years. 
My views and aims are pretty well known to all of you. No one, 
I believe, would accuse me of being an exhibitionist, a firebrand or 
a jingo. If one purpose above another has dominated my life, that 
purpose has been the promotion and preservation of peace. In indus­
trial and international relations, I have striven to foster good-will.
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I have had, all my life, a positive hatred of war. In season and 
out, in our own Parliament, at Imperial Conferences in London, at 
the League of Nations in Geneva, in all our relations with other 
countries, I have sought to shape and to expound the policies of our 
country so as to remove the danger of involving Canada in war, and, 
if possible, to avert war itself. I have not been satisfied with 
adopting a merely negative attitude. I have seized every opportunity 
to foster, in positive ways, the friendliest relations between classes, 
and races, and countries, believing that only on a basis of friendship 
and good-will could nations hope to enjoy an enduring peace.

In recent years, I have followed, with the deepest concern, 
political trends in some other lands. I hate dictatorship no less than 
I hate war. Since a love of freedom is to be found in every human 
breast, it has always seemed to me that, sooner or later, the yoke of 
dictatorship could result only in war or revolution. I have dreaded 
dictatorship not so much for its effect upon the peoples in the par­
ticular countries which are prepared to tolerate it, even for a time, as 
for its undermining effect upon the free institutions of other lands.

Dictatorship is necessarily based upon Force. Force developed 
in one country, unless faced by superior force elsewhere, constitutes, 
for other countries, an immediate and constant menace. Free 
nations, in order to preserve their freedom, are compelled to change 
their mode and method of life, to concentrate on building up 
armaments, or run the risk of sacrificing their very existence. That 
kind of thing, obviously, cannot go on indefinitely without many 
nations being brought to the edge of an abyss. It is upon the 
edge of an abyss that mankind is standing today. Because of Nazi 
Germany, the free nations have been compelled every year to 
devote more and more of their resources to arming. Even so, 
more than one free nation has already perished before our very 
eyes. Should .Naziism triumph in Europe, what will become of 
freedom in other quarters of the globe?

The need to withstand aggression
This is a question which I have had to ask myself over and 

over again, as I have watched the growing power of dictatorships 
in Europe, and the onward sweep of the forces of aggression. No
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one, I think, has been more anxious than I have to prevent Canada 
being drawn into the maelstrom of European conflict. No one, 
except the colleagues who share with me the obligations of govern­
ment, carries so great a measure of responsibility for the consequences 
of Canada’s participation in war. Had I been afraid of responsi­
bility, I would have abandoned public life long before this. It is 
because I hoped that, in the end, I might use such power and 
influence as my position gives me, in the effort to incline the scales 
of international relations to the side of peace, that I welcomed 
the larger measure of responsibility which came with the return 
of my party to power four years ago. If, today, I am prepared 
to continue to lead a government, charged with the awful responsi­
bility of prosecuting a war, it is because, contrary to every hope 
and wish I have ever entertained, I have been compelled to believe 
that only by the destruction of. Naziism, and the resistance of 
ruthless aggression, can the nations of the British Commonwealth 
hope to continue to enjoy the liberties which are theirs under the 
British Crown, and the world itself be spared a descent into a 
new and terrible age of barbarism.

The growth of my own conviction has, I believe, been more or 
less paralleled in the minds of most of the men and women of 
Canada. To-day if represents the mind of Canada itself.

I doubt if two years ago the Canadian people could have been 
persuaded to participate in another European war. Like Britain, 
like France, we were determined first to exhaust every possibility 
of peaceful negotiation in the settlement of international differences. 
It was not until we beheld every structure of peace destroyed, as 
quickly as it was erected, that our worst fears became confirmed. 
We saw forces being loosed upon the world which, if not subdued 
and conquered overseas, sooner or later would be at our very doors.

The preservation of Christian civilization

If I were called upon to sacrifice out of my life all save one of 
the influences of the past, or of my present possessions, the one 
thing I would wish to retain is the influence of the Christian 
training of my childhood days. That has been a sheet anchor
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through life. Without it, life for me would lose its warmth, its 
beauty, its colour, its sustaining power in times of adversity, the 
inspiration of its best endeavours. It would be a dreary, mechanical 
existence at best. Knowing how true this is, I do not wish to see 
the young people of our Dominion deprived of so precious a heritage, 
or future generations enslaved by the false doctrines which would 
rob them of it. That early Christian influence is what above all 
else, were it in my power so to do, I would wish to bequeath to all 
who have the battle of life to face.

The Nazi doctrine of Force is the very antithesis of what one 
finds in the Christian Gospel. If it prevails, there will be, as I see it, 
an end to our Christian civilization. It will prevail unless men are 
prepared to sacrifice their lives in opposing it. That is why the 
present war is for the Allied Forces a crusade.

The time has come when, to save our Christian civilization, we 
must be prepared to lay down our lives for its preservation. The 
young men who are enlisting in our forces today, to serve on land, 
on the sea and in the air, are first and foremost defenders of the 
Faith. Like others who have gone forth to battle in the past, they 
are placing their lives at the service of King and Country, but theirs 
is an even greater mission. It is the preservation, for our own and 
future generations, of the freedom begotten of persecutions, martyr­
doms, and centuries of struggle. It is the preservation not alone of 
national and of personal freedom, but of freedom also of the mind 
and of the soul.
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Add to: Labour and the War:

Labour will resolutely defend also the free trade 
unions which have been borne of the struggles of a century. 
Trades-unionism has not only saved the masses from exploi­
tation by the greedy and the thoughtless. It has not only 
immeasurably improved the working conditions and wages of 
those who toil. It has humanized industry, saved capital 
from its own errors, and constituted the strongest bulwark 
against revolution and chaos.

There is not a labour man who does not know that 
Naziism will mark the end of the organized power of labour 
and of its power of organization.

Labour is interested too, in the maintenance of the 
free association of the cooperative movement. As Mr. 
Greenwood says, "each for all and all for each" is un­
realizable by aggression under Hitlerism." Self help 
and enlightened cooperation disappear forever when the 
state is omnipotent. With all these material things, 
labour defends the elementary rights of man.

We have heard a great deal in recent months about 
freedom of speech, freedom of organization, freedom of 
thought, freedom of the press and freedom of worship.
Some people may perhaps think that we hear too much about
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them in times of war and too little about them in times 
of peace. They are like health to a sick man; they are 
only held in their true value when they are endangered 
or destroyed. But their defence is the defence of the 
moral and religious life of every home in Canada.
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Premier King Praises Labor's

War Effort
rpHE combined effort of two Canadian brotherhoods, “the brotherhood 

of the brave who fight for us and the brotherhood of labor", 
while the rest of Canada strives to prove worthy of its fighting and its 
working heroes, was the theme of the address given last night by Rt. 
Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King, Prime Minister of Canada, in a broadcast 
address under the series “Let’s Face the Facts." He pointed to the 
tremendous superiority in producing power which the dictatorships 
have acquired by vanquishing the other nations of Europe, and urged 
that “if machines of war arc lacking, the bravest men in the world 
avail nothing."

It was useless trying merely to defend North America, he said, 
because unless Nazism were crushed it would force down standards of 
living on this continent until econ- years, I have been deeply interest-1 

omic pressure forced North ed in problems of labor. One 
. . , ,. , . ... . reason, I believe, is that labors
America into the totalitarian majn concern along the path of life
picture.

Premier King said:
Labor Day Talk 
Asked to Give

has been a continuous struggle 
against poverty and adversity. 
Labor, too, represents so over­
whelming a proportion of mankind 
that it is almost synonymous with 
humanity itself. A plain picture

Some days ago, I received from j °t the ordinary man working With
one of the working men of our 
country a letter in which he sug­
gested that on the Sunday before 
Labor Day, as a former Minister 
of Labor, I might be willing to 
give a national message to the 
workers of Canada.

“A day or two later, I received 
a letter also from the Director ofj 
Public Information inviting me to 
be the speaker for tonight in' the 
radio series, ‘Let’s Face the Facts.’

“The writer of the second letter 
suggested that as this date corres­
ponded with the first anniversary 
of the war, a talk by myself on 
its events and lessons might be 
welcomed by the people of Canada.

“My purpose this evening is to 
endeavor to meet both requests. I 
shall try to summarize the facts 
which stand out after one year of 
ttie war; and to relate them to the
world situation as we know it to- —-,-------------- --— -- . ,-r
day, and the alternatives which the ; pf this war, not only in relation 
future might hold in store. I need to the particular aspects to which

the strength of his arms and the 
skill of his hands to feed and clothe 
and shelter his fellows has always 
seemed to me to represent human­
ity in one of the noblest of its 
moods.

“To improve conditions of labor 
is to better the human lot on this 
earth. That, I suppose, is the mo­
tive which most of us have closest 
to our heart, when the enthusiasm 
of young manhood and the realiza­
tion of the duties of citizenship be­
gin to mould our conscience and our 
conduct. It is one of the tragedies 
of life, that during the struggle for 
existence the enthusiasm and the 
realization are so often lost. To 
my mind, the measure of human 
greatness is the degree to which 
we continue to hold to the end of 
our days the enthusiasm for human 
betterment. ,
War in Relation 
To Labor Discussed

‘Let me then talk to you tonight

scarcely say that I felt much hon­
ored that from one who holds the 
position of secretary of the Labor 
Council in one of the leading cities

I have referred, but in its relation 
particularly to labor. Let us con­
sider together what the winning of

____ this tyar may mean to labor. Let
of the Dominion, I should have us ponder what the loss of this war 
received the particular invitation will certainly meap to labor 
I have mentioned. From my early

i “Let us think together for a few 
.minutes of what labor has done 
and can do for the winning of the 
war. Let us face the facts.

“On this day, one year ago, the 
world as it watched with anxious 
but hopeful eyes while men of 
good will labored with all their 
strength, for peace, saw war with 
indescribable savagery begin the 
devastation of Europe. During the 
months that have since passed, 
freedom, fleeing from many a deso­
late land, has followed peace into 
exile. At the end of a year, silence 
and darkness have fallen upon 
Poland, Denmark, Norway, Bel­
gium, Luxembourg, Holland. And 
we have seen the tragedy of a 
broken France. With her with­
drawal from the conflict, we lost a 
gallant ally. With the entry of 
Italy on the side of Germany, we 
found another treacherous and 
rapacious foe.

“The few nations of Europe that 
have not already been subjugated 
either tremble or bow before the 
might and violence of the aggres- 

isor. Fear and hatred have sped 
; the work of the conqueror. And 
|now there is a menace floating on 
I the horizon of many parts of the 
! world. The thunder of the storm 
|is heard, although the lightning 
has not yet struck. Ships have 
fought on all the seven seas. From 
the skies over the continent of 
Europe and the British Isles, aerial 
warfare continues to rain death 

land destruction. Millions of inno­
cent, peace-loving, plain, ordinary, 
simple men and women, who asked 
nothing more than to live their 
lives in the safety of their own 
homes and the shelter of their na­
tive valleys, have been dispos­
sessed, robbed, enslaved. Many 
nations who thought to find safety 
in scrupulous neutrality have found 
instead that neutrality was only 
an invitation to invade and pillage 
and enslave. Men and women in 
many lands to which the world is 
indebted for great contributions in 
art, literature, invention, religious 
thought and most of the more 
precious things of human life, are 
imprisoned under the bondage of 
an inhuman conqueror.
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“This year that has just passed,
I has been one of the blackest years 
in human history. These things 
are not the visions of some prophet 
of evil. They are the facts; be­
fore our very eyes. Let us face 
them squarely.

“Exactly one year ago it was my 
duty to speak to you of the great 
decision which the people of Can­
ada would be called upon to make, 
a call to duty which Canadians in 
i heir hearts had already answered. 
Speaking on that occasion I used 
these words : 'There is no home in 
Canada, no family, no individual 

"whose fortune and whose freedom 
are not bound up in the present 
struggle. I appeal to my fellow 
Canadians to unite in a national ef­
fort to save from, destruction all 
that makes life itself worth living 
and to preserve for future genera­
tions those liberties and institutions 
which others have bequeathed to 
us." The world knows how nobly 
and with what: unanimity the peo­
ple of Canada answered that ap­
peal. None today can deny the 

I truth of the words that there is no 
home in Canada, no family, and no 
individual whose fortunes and free­
dom are not bound up in the pre­
sent struggle. How true these 
words are will be even more ap­
parent when we consider the next 

! outstanding fact to which I would 
| draw your attention.
| “Today the nations of the British 
I Commonwealth alone champion in 
their full strength the rights of 

J free men. Britain stands majestic 
; and undaunted. To her side have 
rallied those who once caught her 

I accents of liberty and learned from 
j her the lession of obedience to the 
j law. In this hour of supreme trial, 
there have come also to her side 
men of Norway, of Holland, Bel­
gium, Czeeho-Slovakia, Poland and 
France. These men are not the 
ghosts of brave lands that, are dead. 
They are the souls of brave lands 
that will live and will again rise in 
the full dignity of their freedom 
and the renewed vigor of indomit­
able faith. Nevertheless, we and 
they fight alone.
Celebrate in 
Complete Freedom

“Let us now' speak of another an­
niversary. Tomorrow, labor in 
Canada celebrates in complete free­
dom a day which by Act of Parlia­
ment has been set apart to honor 
the place which labor has gained 
and holds in our national life. It 
is doubly significant that such a 
celebration is possible at the end 
of a year of total war in Europe. 
The position of labor in Canada, 
its dignity and its freedom, can be 
fully appreciated only in the light 
of both historv and geography.

“Canada and likewise "the United 
States have been peopled largely 
by men and women of British 
stock. They brought with them to 
this continent not only British law 
and British respect for law, but the 
other fruits of the struggle in Brit­
ain for religious and political free­
dom. Above all they bore in their 
hearts and minds the determination 

j to maintain and extend their free- 
i dom in the new land which beck- 
! oned them to its shores.

“The ancestors of our French- 
Canadian fellow citizens also were 
those who sailed the seas and left 
their native land for a continent: 
whose broad vistas offered high 

! hope to human beings. They 
j brought with them skill in the arts j 
and t rades, great capacity for work, 
and a sustaining faith.

“Upon these ancestral founda­
tions the men and women of British 
and French stock built their new 
home. As the years passed the ad­
venturous and the oppressed from 
other countries of Europe came 
amongst us, seeking a new home­
land where life and human per­
sonality were held sacred, where

tyranny and slavery could be noth- 
i ing but a far-off memory; where 
j the State existed for man, and not 
man for the State. The frontiers 
of Freedom, like the frontiers of 
settlement, have steadily widened. 
They too have had their forts which j 
consolidated the victories of the, 
past: and protected the onward 
march of the future. We have 
cause for gratitude for the freedom 

j recorded in our romantic history. 
We can be glad this day for the 
protection which geography has 
given us. We have grown up in 
a land separated by the Atlantic 
on one side and the Pacific on the 
other, from the threat of invasion.

“The British Navy on the one 
j side, and for the past hundred 
years, the Navy of the United 
States on the other, have given to 
our young, rising national life a 
further sense of safety. Time and 
space have worked for Canada. To 
the inheritance of free political in­
stitutions. assured and safeguarded 
by historical association and geo­
graphical position, democracy on 
this North American continent 

j owes its existence today.

Rights Recognized 
In Democracy

“Now, what is this democracy .to 
which we so often refer? To my 
mind, it means that state of organ­
ized ‘society which recognizes the 
right of its members to equality of 
opportunity. It means the power 
of the many, in ever increasing 
measure, to develop in complete 
freedom their latent strength and 
talents. It: means freedom of the

™" many to enjoy under the protec-
t ion of those laws which they them- 

j selves have made, an adequate and 
just measure of the fruits of their 

j own labor.
“Every Labor Day is a lighthouse 

of democracy. As its rays revolve, 
j we see beneath them the freedom 
and wellbeing which we have 
achieved. As its light flashes 
tonight we catch a glimpse 
of the land of our dreams, the 
Canada we have loved and worked 
for, a land in which men and 
women, regardless of race, creed 
or class, can live their lives with­
out fear, for we have cherished the 
dream of a freedom of ideals, the 
right to think, to speak, to work, to 
organize. We believe in the right. 

; of men to enjoy the fruits of their 
I honest labor. We believe in the 
1 sanctity of humanity and in man’s 
progressive capacity to take upon 
himself more of the attributes of 
divinity.

“France until recently was within 
the household of democracy. She 
also has gone the way of Denmark. 
Norway. Holland, Belgium.

“Within the space of a single 
year we have witnessed the ex­
tinction of democracy on the con­
tinent of Europe. Beyond the con­
fines of the British Commonwealth 
of Nations and the United States 
of America, democracy scarcely 
survives in the world today.

“That is the next great fact 
which we have now to face. We 
have no need of Hitler or Mussolini 
to tell us that dictatorship is wag­
ing war on democracy. There is 
no longer room for these two sys­
tems to survive side by side. Soon­
er or later, the one will annihilate 
the other. The light will either 
fade into darkness, or else dark­
ness will fail before the light, and 
it is just as true of the world today 
as before the American union in 
Lincoln’s day, that society no long-

, er can continue to exist half slave 
| and half free."
Europe Reaches 
Midnight Hour

After quoting from a poem he 
had read recently, “Abraham Lin­
coln at Midnight," he continued: 
“Europe has reached that ‘mid- 

, night hour’. Whether Labor Day 
! in Canada a year hence will wit- 
i ness a free Europe or the night of 
Nazism casting its gloom in deep­
ening shadows over this North 

! American continent, will depend 
' upon the strength, the will and the 
j untiring work not only of one de­
mocracy, but of all the democ- 

| rades that have survived.
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| can he better than the truth in 
! labor’s heart and the strength ; 
i of labor's work. Lacking the vision 
to see the peril and the strength I 
to meet it, w e on this North Amer- * 1 

Jean continent, like the nations of 
! Europe can come to disaster, in 
one of two ways. This continent 
may be dominated through actual 
invasion and conquest. On the 
other hand, if we fail to carry on 
the struggle in Europe until tyr­
anny is destroyed, disaster will fol­
low no less surely, even though not 

; one Nazi soldier were to land upon 
I our shores. The triumph of the 
| Nazis in Europe would involve, for 
{the peoples of this continent, a 
I substit ution of fear for freedom 
! and of economic domination for 
I social progress. It would spell the 
! doom of democracy in the new 
! world.
1 “No, considering the fate of the 
(democracies, there is another grim 
fact we must face. It was thought 
of a year ago. It bears immediately 

i upon the possibilities of invasion, 
iand the perils of i jmpeting indus­
trial standards. This fact is, that 

j Nazi Germany has added to her 
own resources those of the coun- 

I tries she has subjugated. She has 
i acquired a vast supply of materials 
and equipment of war which at the 
outbreak of war, it was expected 

[would never be used at all, or if 
I used would be used against her.

Western Europe 
Under Nazis

“Now' that France is under the 
control of the enemy, the whole of 
Western Europe is in German' 
hands. All the ports and air fields! 
of this continental coast line today I 

(provide the bases from which the 
(enemy pursues his course across 
(the skies to us. In addition to the 
resources of their own land and 
those of France, they have seized 
and now possess the resources of 
Austria, Czecho Slovakia, Poland, 
Denmark, Norway, Holland and 
Belgium. Let me give a fact or two 
on this.

“Including conquered areas, the 
(Nazis now have a capacity for 42,- 
(000,000 tons of steel annually, 
compared with the capacity of the 
British countries of about 17,000,- 
000 tons, and of the United States, 
about 51,000,000 tons. In addition 
to steel, Germany has added 
enormously to her capacity tb pro­
duce ships, aircraft, motorized 

i equipment, armored plate and 
munitions. It is a fact that the 
great tanks built in Czechoslo­
vakia were used in the destruction 
of France, Belgium and Holland. It 
is equally a fact that, in Nazi 
hands, the iron, steel, machines, 
etc., of France and Belgium today

bring death and destruction to the i 
British Isles. Great Britain, Can­
ada and the other nations of the 
Commonwealth now fight some 
120,000,000 Germans and Italians 
who have acquired resources and 

I control factories far in excess of 
the resources of their own lands. 
As a result of conquering most of :

| the industrial nations of Europe I 
and smashing their state organiza-| 

(lion, social institutions and trade 
1 unions, Hitler has masses of im­
poverished men and women, num- 

; bering more than 80,000,000, forced 
1 by dire need to work for the low- 
■ est possible wages. Hot/ever un­
willing their work, however re­
luctant their contributions to Nazi 
munitions, they do represent a 
powerful addition to the effective 
strength of the enemy.

Churchill’s Famous 
Speech Recalled

“It was a recognition of these 
facts which led the Prime Minister 

[ of the United Kingdom to declare 
I recently in the Parliament of 
( Westminster, that the two great 
organizations of English speaking 
democracy, the British Empire and 
the United States, will have to be 
somewhat mixed up together in 

| some of their affairs for mutual 
: and general advantage- 'Some 
• months ago,’ said Mr. Churchill,
I we came to the conclusion that 
( the interests of the United States 
i and of the British Empire both re- 
I quired that the United States 
should have facilities for naval 
and air defence of the western 
hemisphere against an attack of a 
Nazi power which might have tem­
porary but lengthy control of a 
large part of Europe and its re­
sources. We have therefore de­
cided spontaneously, and without 
being asked or offered any induce­
ment, to inform the government 
of the United States that we should 
be glad to place such defence facil­
ities at their disposal, by leasing ; 

.suitable sites in our Trans-Atlantic 
possessions for their protection.’

“The principle of association of 
their interests for the common ad­
vantage >of Britain and the United 
States wts thus set up by Mr.

; Churchill, on August 20. This prin­
ciple had already been recognized 
in the relations between Canada 
and the United States in the de­
claration made by President Roose­
velt with myself a fortnight ago. 
That declaration set forth the 
agreement reached on August x17, 
for the establishment of a perman­
ent joint board to deal with the 
mutual problems of defence in re­
lation to the safety of Canada and 
the United States. As you are 
aware, the permanent joint board 
has been since constituted, and is1 
at present entering upon its stud-| 
ies.

: “The establishment of the per-!
I manent joint board is the inevita­
ble outcome of two significant 
declarations made on Canadian soil 
in August 1938. The first was on 

! August 18, at Queen’s University, 
Kingston, by President Roosevelt: 
‘The Dominion of Canada is a part 
of the sisterhood of the British Em­
pire. I give you assurance that the 
people of the United States will j 
not stand idly by in face of domin­
ation of Canadian soil threatened 
by any other empire.'

Canada Ready 
To Give and Take

“And two days later, I acknow-
I ledged Mr. Roosevelt’s declaration
I in these words: ‘We too have our 
obligations, and one of them is to 

i see that, at our own instance, our 
! country is made as immune to at- 
; tack or possible attack as we can 
; reasonably be expected to make 
it, to the end that in coming years 
an enemy force should not be able 
to pursue its way by land or air 
to the United States across Can­
ada's territory.' These declarations 
mark the first recognition on both 
sides, of their reciprocity in dc- ; 
fence. Reciprocity in defence in­
volves reciprocal duties as well as 
rocinrocal advantages. Canada 
gladly accepts both.

“May we not see in the means 
now being taken to secure the 
common interests of the British; 
Commonwealth and of the United 
States, not only the means of safe­
guarding democracy, but a great 
promise of peace and understand­
ing and an outstanding contribu­
tion to the cause of peace in the 
world?

“Freedom from the fear of in­
vasion in America, however, is not 
enough. Unless Nazism in Europe 
is destroyed, the threat of world 
domination by the totalitarian 
forces will never cease for an hour. 
Under such conditions, the stand­
ards of living here would increas­
ingly become those of the totali­
tarian states. Democracy and its 
institutions would disappear en­
tirely. Unless the enemy is de­
stroyed and the enslaved countries 
of Europe restored to freedom, 
there will be no possible way of 
maintaining Canadian standards. 
The markets in which the work­
men and the producers of the 
North American continent have 
sold their goods would certainly 
disappear. Overseas, we would be 
forced to compete with people who 
know no standard, and with states 
that will sacrifice every known 
standard. We in North America 
will be increasingly subjected to 
competition from regimented 
countries.
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we shall be driven to become con-1 
scribed in the regimentation of the I 
state, the hewers of wood and 
drawers of water for the new eco­
nomic masters of the world.

"To labor, these facts have 
spoken and will speak with em­
phasis and effect. Labor knows 
the struggle between dictatorship 
and democracy. Labor knows what 
it will lose in the defeat of demo­
cracy. It understands the differ­
ence between rule by force by 
those who seek monopoly of power 
and government in the interests of 
the common good. It knows the 
difference between government by 
those who seek privilege, position 
and power, and by those who be­
lieve in the brotherhood of man 
and the fatherhood of God.

Canadians Will 
Remember Labor

"Canadians will not readily for­
get the sacrifices of our soldiers, 
our sailors, our airmen. But Can­
adians will remember, too, the debt 
they owe to labor. In Canada labor 
has extended its hours, surrendered 
its rights, and in its determination 
to increase and advance production i 
has taught to the young and inex­
perienced the intricacies of compli­
cated trades. It will be the duty 
of the people of Canada to remem­
ber this in Jhe hour of victory. 
We do honor to the men who on ; 
land, on sea and in the air offer
their lives to save us. Labor is also 
doing its share. Hundreds of skil­
ful hands, hundreds of unerring 
eyes, helped to create the Canadian 
planes in which on Friday last our 
Canadian flyers made the skies of 
the British Isles vivid with their 
exploits. Canadian labor must in­
deed feel proud to be working for 
such men.

"Every workman knows, that if 
the machines of war are lacking, 
the bravest men in the world will 
avail nothing.

"Fellow citizens, a distinguished 
British journalist who recently 
visited us said he found Canada at 
war with Hitler and at peace with 
herself. We are at war, and we 
shall remain imbued with one pur­
pose, to remain at peace with our­
selves, while shirking no effort, 
withholding no service, and sparing 
no sacrifice, t.r> show ourselves 
worthy of our two brotherhoods, 
the brotherhood of the brave who 
fight for us, and the brotherhood' 
of labor that works for victory.’’ /
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"SO are fighting for democracy. In 1914 Canada

entered the war against Germany to defend democratic 

liberty. In 1939 • 25 years later, the sane cause demanded 

the same eaerlfiee. So speak our polltleians, and the 

propaganda of the press and the radio! Canada, a démocratie 

country, heroically accepts the task of saving democracy In 

the world twice in a quarter of a century. We are the 
bastion of democratic liberties. The European countries 

may have other war alms, we have only one; to re-establleh 

democracy in the countries which have lost it, even in the 

eountrlee which have rejected It because it does not suit 

them, and, at the same time, to strengthen it here where 

it is seriously menaced by Baalism, Fascism, Communism, 

Imperialism, Colonialism, flnaase and eleetorallam.

"Bet what is democracy? That was the question

that the Prime Minister pat in his broadcast of Sunday, 

September the 1st." (The article then quotee the Prime 

Minister's definition). "If we take the trouble to compare 

this definition with Canadian, Arne*.can or English democracy, 

or democracy as it existed in Trance before the armistice, 

we will probably be surprised to discover that desoeraoy is 

nowhere found in the pure and ideal state, and that what is
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"»/e are fighting for democracy. In 1914 Canada 

entered the war against Germany to defend democratic 

liberty. In 1939 - 25 years later, the same cause demanded 

the same sacrifice. So speak our politicians, and the 

propaganda of the press and the radlol Ca ada, a democratic 

country. heroically accepts the task of saving democracy In 

the world twice In a quarter of a century. fte are the 

bastion of democratic liberties. The European countries 

may have other war alms, we have only one: to re-establish 

democracy In the countries which have lost It, even In the 

countries which have rejected It because It does not suit 

them, and, at the same time, to strengthen It here where 

It Is seriously menaced by Kaziiam, Fascism, Communism, 

Imperialism, Colonialism, finance and eleetorallam.

"But what is democracy? That was the question 

that the Prime Minister put In his broadcast of Sunday, 

September the 1st." (The article then quotes the Prime 

Minister's definition). "If we take the trouble to compare 

this definition with Canadian, Amei.*oan or English democracy, 

or democracy as It existed In France before the armistice, 

we will probably be surprised to discover that democracy is 

nowhere found in the pure and Ideal state, and that what Is

REPEAT
REPETITION



called the democratic regime and democratic liberty are 
only caricatures of true democracy and of genuine liberty. 
But let us not quibble with the Prime Minister regarding 
the definition that he has given of democracy. Mr. 
Maokensle King, like the rest of us, must have dreams 
and Imaginings to live on."

The article then quotes the paragraphs from the 
broadcast regarding the destruction of democracy In Europe, 
and the fact that It Is today confined practically to the 
British Commonwealth and the United States.

The article points out that this fact Is true 
and that the Prime Minister Is right In emphasizing It. 
"But", It continues, "the Prime Minister Is much lees 
right In affirming that democracy and dictatorship must 
necessarily engage In war with one another, and what Is 
more serious, engage In a war of extermination. Why can 
democracy and dictatorship not live side by side? Mr. 
Mackenzie King claims that there is not room In the world 
for these two forme of government. Sooner, or later, he
says, one must exterminate the other....... These words go
beyond the thought of the Prime Minister. He Is the first 
to realize that dictatorship and democracy can live side 
by side In the world, without engaging In a war of exter­
mination. The facts are there to prove it."
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The article then goes on to point out that the 
United States has been able to live peacefully with the 
nations of Latin America, which are not deraoeratic, and 
that the United States has never Intervened in these 
countries in order to establish democracy. "Consequently", 
the article continues, "on this side of the Atlantic the 
thesis of an inevitable war of extermination between 
democracy and dictatorship is a myth."

The article states that, in Surope, there have 
been dictatorships which have never injured anyone. It 
refers to the dictatorship of Chancellor Dolfuss in 
Austria which did not threaten democracy. As evidence 
that dictatorship and democracy can live side by side, 
the article points to the friendship which exists between 
Greece and Great Britain, between Portugal and the United 
Kingdom, and to the British efforts to secure the military 
support of Turkey in recent months, Just as France and 
England sought the support, a few months before the 
declaration of war, of the worst of all the dictatorships - 
Soviet Russia. It asks whether Poland, which was a virtual 
dictatorship, threatened the great democracies of the world. 
The article then maintains that all these facta show how 
exaggerated Mr. King’s statement is. It states that
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Mussolini and Hitler have not taught us that dictatorship 

and democracy cannot exist side by side.

"What they hare taught, and what Mr. Mackenzie 

King knows well, is not that dictatorship must necessarily 

engage in war with democracy, but that great nations, 

animated with an equal and tenacious voracity cannot remain 

at peace with one another. The present war, like that of 

1914, is not a war between two ideologies, but between 

several imperialisms. England has no need to conceal it.

Her cause is no worse than in 1914. Were Germany and 

Austria Hungary dictatorships twenty-five years ago? Yet, 

then, as now, we were told that it was a question of 

defending democracy. Rival imperial!aas acre what make war 
inevitable. To adapt the expression of Mr. Mackenzie King, 

there is not room in the world for several imperialisms 

unless Sheh of them possesses a well-defined sphere of 
influenoe. when, as in Europe, five imperialisms exist on 

the same continent, durable peace is impossible.
“To maintain, aa Mr. King has done, that sooner 

or later, dictatorship and democracy must join in a war of 
destruction, is to wish té impose a uniform political regime 

on all the nations. That la a strange democracy and an
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even stranger liberty* Demoo racy does not suit some nations* 
There are democracies which do not deserve to survive, and 
nations which do not know what to do with so-called democ­
ratic liberties."
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Winnipeg Free Press 
-.•Aug* 31/40

Premier King to Speak
The Sunday evening broadcasts 

in the series “Let’s Face the Facts” 
has been a very successful feature 
of the C.B.C. We have had a 
number of informative, able and 
forceful addresses, some of them 
by speakers from the United 
States.
' Tomorrow evening, Prime Min­

ister King will speak and he will 
no doubt have something to say 
about the intensification of Can­
ada’s war effort and the new 
co-operation between Canada and 
the United States in defensive 
preparations.
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Canada-U.S. Pact a Mutual Gain, 
Mackenzie King Says in Broadcast

By F. C. MEARS.
Correspondent.)< Gazette Resident 

Ottawa. September 1. — “Canada 
and the United States have under­
taken to share the burdens of main­
taining their joint ,-ecurity, but nei­
ther has shifted the burden of re­
sponsibility to the other," declared 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King in 
a radio broadcast to the nation to­
night on the first anniversary of 
the war’s beginning with Hitler's 
invasion of Poland and on the eve 
of another Labor Day.

"We have recognized.” said Pre­
mier King in his first extended 
reference to the Ogdens burg pact 
concluded two weeks ago, “that 
our united strength will be some­
thing more than the strength of 
both acting separately. Recipro­
city in defence involves reciprocal 
duties as well as reciprocal ad­
vantages. Canada gladly accepts 
both. Canada, indeed, has become 
the bridge which joins the new 
freedom of the North American 
Continent with the ancient free­
dom of Britain ”

The Prim'* Mini - ter reminded hi.? 
listeners that some time agn tiip 
British Prime Minister. Right Hon 
Winston Churchill, told the world 
of the need of Britain and the 
United States get together “for 
mutual and general advantage.” and 
that shortly afterwards Britain 
leased to the American republic 
certain sea bases in the Western 
Atlantic.

This principle of association for 
mutual advantage between Britain 
and the United States, Premier King 
said, had already been enunciated.
It had found expression in the Og- 
densburg agreement of August 17 
and two years earlier in President 
Roosevelt's declaration at Kingston 
and Mr. King's own statement at 
Woodbridge, Ontario.

“The events of the two troubled 
years (since 1938)'' said the Prime 
Minister, “have served to cm- 

! phasizc. in both Canada and the 
! United States, the necessity for re- j 
ciprocal concern for each other’s j 

! security. They also allayed the 
fears of those who felt that closer i 

| relations with the United States |

.“would weaken Canada’s ties with 
the other British nations. The truth 
has been the exact opposite.

“If we lack the vision.” the Prim- 
Minister declared, “to see the peril, 
and the strength to meet it, we on 
this North American Continent, like 
the nations of Europe, may com: 
to disaster in one of two ways. This 
continent might be dom.natcd 
through actual invasion and con­
quest. On the other hand, if we fail 
to carry on the struggle in Europe 
until tyranny is destroyed, disaster 
will follow no less surely even 
though not one Nazi soldier were 
to land upon our shores. The tri­
umph of the Nazis in Europe would 
involve for the people of this con­
tinent the substitution of fear for 
freedom, and of economic domina­
tion for social progress. It wmuld 
spell the doom of democracy in the 

i'new world.”
Briefly review-ing the tragic 

events of the past year the Prime 
Minister declared that “during the 
months that have since passed free­
dom fleeing from many desolate 
lands has followed peace into 
exile.” Silence and darkness had 
fallen upon many European coun­
tries. "We mourn.” he said, “the 
tragedy of a broken France.”

“With her withdrawal from the 
conflict.” said Premier King, "we 
have lost a gallant ally. With the 
entry of Italy on the side of Ger­
many, we face another treacherous 
and rapacious foe.”

Many nations, the Prime Min­
ister recalled, "had fondly hoped 
to find security, in a scrupulous 

i neutrality." but they found neutral­
ity an invitation to invasion and 
pillage. "This year,” he summariz­
ed. "was one of the blackest years 
in human history.” 1

Prime Minister King saw untold 
1 gains for Labor in a victory over 
Hitler and concluded by declaring:

I “we will become conscripts in the 
regimentation of the state, and the 
hewers of wood and drawers of 

J w-ater for the new economic mas- 
I ters of the world”--that is, if the 
enemy wins. But there were two 
brotherhoods that wmuld win against 

' Hitler, the brotherhood of the brave 
j “who fight for us, and the brotner- 
hood of labor that works for their 

I victory.” .^s****"'"



Name of Publication

PRESS CLIPPINGS
OTTAWA MORNING CITIZEN

>Fi' /Î :94(

Office of

The Prime Minister

Subject

Mr. King Voices 
Admiration Of 
Brave Children
Says Torpedoing of Ship 

Carrying Young Refu­
gees lo Canada Fills Mind 
With Sense of Horror.

Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
said last night he believed Friday’s 
torpedoing of a liner bringing 
British evacuee children to Can­
ada could not fail to “fill the 
minds of all humane people with 
a sense of horror, and stir the 
consciences of all who seek to pro­
tect innocent and tender lives."

Mr. King said he felt it would 
be the wislj of all Canadians that 
their sympathy should be express­
ed to the parents of the children 
in their anxiety, as well as their, 
admiration of the presence of 
mind, courage and discipline dis­
played by the children in the face 
of so great a peril.

Hon. T. A. Crerar, minister of 
mines and resources, who is the 
government’s representative in the 
work of receiving and caring for 
young Britons coming to Canada 

j to escape the rigors of war, also 
expressed gratitude for the rescue 
of all 320 of those on the torpedoed 
liner.

“I am profoundly grateful that 
the children were saved,” Mr. 
Crerar said when advised of the 
attack on the British liner. "This 
is another evidence of Hitler’s 
tactics,” he added. "I hope it will 
not have the effect of deterring 
further evacuation of children to 
Canada.”

Expect Thousands.
Tt. has only been in recent weeks 

that arrangements were completed 
ifor bringing large numbers of 
! British children to Canada for 
: temporary adoption in Canadian 
homes for the duration of the war.

About 1,500 children have al­
ready arrived under the sponsored 
scheme by which the British gov­
ernment sends them to Canada, 
the Dominion government receives 
and transports them to various 
points in the provinces, and pro­
vincial governments handle their 
allocation to homes.

It is known here that a large 
number of children are expected 
in the near future and homes have 
been promised for many thous- 

• ands. Before the sponsored scheme 
became effective about 4.500 chil­
dren had already reached Canada 
under private arrangement, in­
cluding a number of private 
schools which moved to the Dom­
inion in a body and now are being, 
established here.



P PRESS CLIPPINGS Office of

The Prime Minister

Name of Publication

Date

Subject

Require Vision, 
Strength, Says 
Prime Minister
Liberation of Europe From 

“Night of Naziism” De­
pends Not On One De­
mocracy But On All.
Liberation of Europe from 

“the night of Nazism” will 
depend upon the strength 
and will “not of democracy 
but of all the democracies 
that have survived,” Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King de­
clared in a broadcast address 
here last night.

If Vision Lacking.
“If we lack the vision to see the 

peril and the strength to meet it, 
we on the North American conti­
nent, like the nations of Europe, 
may come to disaster," the Prime 
Minister said.

Mr. King spoke in the “Let's 
Face the Facts" series over a coast- 
to-coast network of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, and 
combined his address with a Labor 
Day message to workers.

Not Enough.
Commenting with satisfaction 

on the co-operation on North 
American defence now underway 
between Canada and the United 
States. Mr. King said defence of 
the continent would not be enough.

Even if the continent is not 
invaded the continued domination 
of Europe by totalitarian states 
would, by economic pressure, force 
New World democracies to regi­
mentation and make them "hewers 
of wood and drawers of water for 
the new economic masters of the 
world." v

While paying hidjT trititPUPFo 
those who daily offefceheir lives in 
defence of democracy, on the land, 
the sea and in the air, Mr. King 
praised labor as “the partner and 
ally," working long hours and 
giving freely of their skill and 
strength to produce those essen­
tials required by the fighting 
forces.

To the labor organizations Mr. 
King expressed his gratitude in 
being asked to deliver a Labor Day 
message. “From my early years 
I have been deeply interested in 
the problems of labor," he said. 
(He was minister of labor and was 
largely responsible for creating the 
department 40 years ago.)

“One reason I believe, is that 
labor’s main concern along the 
path of life has been a continuous 
struggle against adversity and 
poverty.

“Labor too represents so over­
whelming a proportion of mankind 
that it is almost synonymous with 
humanity itself. To improve con­
ditions of labor is to better the 
human lot on this earth."

Mr. King discussed the war in 
relation to labor, what it would 
mean to labor if the war were lost 
and what victory would mean to 
the working class. He reviewed 
the events of the first year of war 
during which “freedom fleeing 
from many lands has followed 
peace into exile."

Recalls Message.
The year just ended was “one of 

the blackest years in human his­
tory," Mr. King said. He recalled 
his message to the people a year 
ago when Canada freely entered 
the conflict. At that time he 
warned that the fortune and free­
dom of every Canadian was bound 
up in the present struggle and 
called upon his fellow citizens to 
unite in a national effort.

“The world knows how nobly 
and with what unanimity the peo­
ple of Canada answered that 
appeal," he said.

Today the British Empire stood 
; alone as champions of the rights 
of free men, aided by the loyal 
remnants of forces of those coun­
tries which have fallen under 
German domination.

It was significant, Mr. King said, 
that the celebration of Labor Day 
—a day set apart by Parliament 
“to honor the place labor has 
gained and holds in our national

! life," could be conducted peare* 
i fully in Canada after a year atj 
war.

“Every Labor Day is a lighthouse 
of democracy. As its rays revolve 
we see beneath them the freedom 
and well-being which we have 
achieved. As its light flashes to­
night we catch a glimpse of the 
land of our dreams. . . .

“We believe in the right of men 
to enjoy the fruits of their honest 
labor. We believe in the sanctity 
of humanity and in man’s progres­
sive capacity to take upon himself 
more of the attributes of divinity.

“Within the space of a single 
year we have witnessed the extinc­
tion of democracy on the continent 
of Europe. Beyond the confines of 
the British Commonwealth of 
Nations and the United States of 
America, democracy scarcely sur­
vives in the world todav."

Strength and Will.
Whether Labor Day a year hence 

would see a free Europe “or tlx 
; night of Naziism casting its gloom 
5 in deepening shadows over this 
North American continent," will 
depend, the Prime Minister said, 
“upon the strength, the will and 
the untiring work not only of one 
democracy but of all the democra­
cies that have survived."

Lacking the vision to see the 
peril and the strength to meet it 
the North American continent, like 
the continent of Europe may come 
to disaster in one of two ways, he 
said.

“This continent might be do­
minated through actual invasion 
and conquest. On the other hand, 
if we fail to carry on the struggle 
in Europe until tyranny Is de­
stroyed, disaster will follow no less 
surely even though not one Nazi 
soldier were to land upon our 
shores.

"The triumph of the Nazis in 
Europe would involve, for the 
peoples of this continent, a substi­
tution of fear for freedom and of 
economic domination for social 
progress. It. would spell the doom 
of democracy in the New World."

Fact To Be Faced.
Germany has acquired vast new 

resources in her career of conquest, 
the Prime Minister said, and this 
was a fact that had to be faced. 
With the conquered areas, Ger­
many now has a capacity for pro­
ducing 42,000,000 tons of steel 
annually as compared with a Brit- , 
ish capacity for 17,000,000 tons and 
the United States 51,000,000 tons.,
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xcquire Vision, 
Strength, Says 
Prime Minister
Liberal ion of Europe I' rom 

‘"Nitrhl of Nazi ism"* Dp- 
peu<ls INol On One Do- 
movrarx Bui On XII.

Liberation of Europe from 
• the night of Nazism” will 
depend upon the strength 
and will “not of democracy 
but of all the democracies 
that have survived,” Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King de­
clared in a broadcast address 
here last night.

If Vision Lacking.
“If we lack the vision to see the 

peril and the strength to meet it. 
we on the North American conti­
nent. like the nations of Europe, 
may come to disaster," the Prime 
Minister said.

Mr. King spoke in the “Let's 
Pace I he Facts" series over a coast - 
to-coasf network of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, and 
combined his address with a Labor 
Day message to workers.

Not Enough.
Commenting with satisfaction 

on the co-operation on North 
American defence now underway 
between Canada and the United 
States. Mr. King said defence of 
the continent would not be enough.

Even if the continent is not 
invaded the continued domination 
of Europe by totalitarian states 
would, by economic pressure, force 
New World democracies to regi­
mentation and make them “hewers 
of wood and drawers of water for 
the new economic masters of the 
world."

While paying high Inbute 'in 
those who daily offer their live in 
defence of democracy, on the land, 
the sea and in the air. Mr. King 
praised labor as the partner and 
ally," working long hours and 

1 giving freely of t heir skill and 
; strength to produce those essen­
tials required by the fighting 
forces.

To the labor organizations Mr. 
King expressed his gratitude in 
being asked to deliver a Labor Day 
message. "From my early years 
1 have been deeply interested in 

| the problems of labor." hr said.
1 <He was minister of labor and was 
| largely responsible for creating the 
department 40 years ago. >

One reason I believe, is that 
labor's main concern along the 

1 path of life has been a continuous 
struggle against adversity and 

! poverty.
“Labor too represents so over­

whelming a proportion of mankind 
that it is almost synonymous with 
humanity itself. To improve con­
ditions of labor is to better the; 
human lot on this earth."

Mr. King discussed the war in 
relation to labor, what it, would 
mean to labor if 1 ho war were lost 
and what victory would mean to ; 
the working class. He reviewed 
the events of the first year of war 

: during which "freedom fleemv 
from many lands has followed 
peace into exile."

Recalls Message.
The year just ended was “one ot 

the blackest, years in human his­
tory," Mr. King said He recalled 
his message to t he people a year 
ago when Canada freely entered 
the conflict. At that time he 
warned that the fortune and free­
dom of every Canadian was bound 
up in the present struggle and 
called upon his fellow citizens to 
unite in a national effort.

“The world knows how nobly 
and with what unanimity the peo­
ple of Canada answered that 
appeal," he said.

Today the British Empire stood 
alone as champions of the rights 
of free men. aided by the loyal 
remnants of forces of those coun­
tries which have fallen under 
German domination.

It was significant, Mr. King said, 
that, the celebration of Labor Day

a day set apart by Parliament 
"to honor the place labor has 
gained and holds in our national

life.' could be conducted peace- ( 
fully in Canada after a year ofX 
war.

"Every Labor Day is a lighthouse 
of democracy. As its rays revolve 
we see beneath them the freedom 
and well-being which we have ' 
achieved. As its light flashes to­
night we catch a glimpse of the | 
land of our dreams. . . .

"We believe in the right of men 
to enjoy the fruits of their honest | 
labor. We believe in the sanctity 
of humanity and in man’s progres­
sive capacity to take upon himself | 
more of the attributes of divinity.

“Within the space of a single1 
year we have witnessed t he cxlinc- , 
lion of democracy on the continent 
of Europe. Beyond the confines of 
the British Commonwealth of 
Nations and the United States of 
America, democracy scarcely sur­
vives in the world todav."

Strength and Will.
Whether Labor Day a year hence 

would see a free Europe “or his 
night of Naziism casting its gloom 
in deepening shadows over this 
North American continent,” will 
depend, the Prime Minister said, 
"upon the strength, the will and 
the untiring work not only of one j 
democracy but of all the democra­
cies that have survived."

Lacking the vision to see the 
peril and the strength to meet it1 
the North American continent, like 
the continent of Europe may come 
to disaster in one of two ways, he 
said.

"This continent might be do­
minated through actual invasion 
and conquest On the other hand, 
if we fail to carry on the struggle 
in Europe until tyranny is do- 

i roved, disaster will follow no less 
surely even though not one Nazi 
soldier were to land upon our 
shores.

"The triumph of the Nazis in 
Europe would involve, for I lie 
peoples of this continent, a substi­
tution of fear for freedom and of 
economic domination for social 
progress. It would spell the doom 
of democracy in the New World."

Fart To Be Faced.
Germany has acquired vast new 

resources in her career of conquest, 
the Prime Minister said, and this 
was a fact, that had to he faced. 
With the conquered areas, Ger- 
many now has a capacity for pro­
ducing 42.000,000 tons of steel 
annually as compared with a Brit­
ish capacity for 17,000,000 tons and 
the United States 51,000,000 tons.,
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In addition Germany has ac-'« 
quireti additional capacity enor­
mously increasing her power to 
produce all type of war equipment.

“Great Britain, Canada and 
other nations of the Common­
wealth now fight some 120.000,000 
Germans and Italians who have 
acquired resources and control 
factories far in excess of the re­
sources of their own lands.”

As a result of conquest Germany 
has “masses of impoverished men 
and women numbering more than 
80,000.000 forced by dire need to 
work for the lowest possible wage."

It was recognition of these facts 
that recently prompted Prime 
Minister Churchill to say that the 
British Empire and the United 
States would have to be “mixed up ! 
together in some of their affairs 
for mutual and general advan­
tage,” Mr. King said.

He commented on the recent
creation of a joint Canada-United 
States permanent defence board 
as a “practical” recognition of the 
principle laid down by Mr. 
Churchill when the British Prime 
Minister, on Aug. 20 last, an­
nounced the readiness of Britain 
to lease suitable sites to the United 
States for defence bases.

Inevitable Outcome.
This co-operative action of Can­

ada and the United States on the 
problem of defending North Amer­
ica was the "inevitable outcome” 
of President Roosevelt's pledge of 
United States assistance to Canada 
if invasion threatened, given at 
Kingston Aug. 18, 1938, and his 
own statement two days later de­
claring Canada too had the obliga­
tion of so preparing that the 
United States would not be in 
danger of attack by an enemy 
crossing Canadian territory.

“The events of the two troubled 
years which have followed have 
served to emphasize, in both Can­
ada and the United States, the 
necessity for reciprocal concern 
for each other’s security.”

Canada and the United States 
had recognized that their united 
strength would be something more 
than the strength of both acting 
separately. “Reciprocity in de­
fence involves reciprocal duties as 
well as reciprocal advantages. 
Canada gladly accepts both.”

But defence of North America 
would not be enough, Mr. King 
said. Naziism must be destroyed 
and the countries of Europe set 
free. Failure to do that would be 
to confine within narrow limits 
the areas in which democracies 
could hope to develop trade and 
friendship.

“The markets in which the 
workmen and the producers of the 
North American continent have 
sold their goods will certainly dis­
appear.

“Overseas we will be forced to 
compete with those who know no 
standards and with states that will 
sacrifice every standard we in 
North America will be increasingly 
subjected to competition from 
regimented countries.

“As a last impelling alternative. 
, slowly, certainly and inexorably, 
we, too, will become conscripts in 
the regimentation of the state, and 
the hewers of wood and drawers of 
water for the new economic 
masters of the world.”
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KING TERMS 
DANGER REAL 
TO AMERICAS

Declares Economic 
Peril Is Faced Even 
if Continent Free

PRAISES LABOR

Ottawa, Sept. 1 (CP).—Liberation 
of Europe from “the night of 
Nazism” will depend upon the 
strength and will “not of one dem-1 

ocracy but of all the democracies 
that have survived,” Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King declared in a broad­
cast; address here tonight.

"If we lack the vision to see the 
peril and the strength to meet it, 
we on the North American Conti­
nent, like the nations of Europe, 
may come to disaster.” the Prime 
Minister said.

Mr. King spoke in the “Let’s Face 
the Facts” series over a coast-to- 
coast network* of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, and com­
bined his address with a Labor Day 
message to workers.

Commenting with satisfaction on 
the co-operation on North American 
defense, now under way between 
Canada and the United States, Mr. 
King said defense of the continent 
would not be enough.
Sees Economic Pressure.

Even if the continent is not in­
vaded the continued domination of 
Europe by totalitarian states would, 
by economic pressure, force New 
World democracies to regimenta­
tion and make them "hewers of 
wood and drawers of water for the 
new economic masters of the world.”

While paying high tribute to 
those who daily offer their lives in 
defense of democracy, on the land, 
the sea and in the air, Mr. King 
praised labor as “the partner and 
ally,” working long hours and giv­
ing freely of their skill and strength 
to produce those essentials required 
by the fighting forces. To the 
labor organizations Mr. King ex­
pressed his gratitude in being asked

to deliver a Labor Day message.
“From my early years I have been 

deeply interested in the problems 
of labor,” he said. (He was Minis­
ter of Labor and was largely re­
sponsible for creating the depart­
ment forty years ago.)

“One reason, I believe, is that 
labor’s main concern along the path 
of life has been a continuous 
struggle against adversity and pov­
erty.
Means Humanity Itself.

“Labor, too, represents so over­
whelming a proportion of mankind 
that it is almost synonomous with 
humanity itself. To improve con­
ditions of labor is to better the 
human lot on this earth.”

Mr. King discussed the war in re­
lation to labor, what it would mean 
to labor if the war were lost and 
what victory would mean to the 
working class. He reviewed the 
events of the first year of the war 
during which “freedom fleeing from 
many lands has followed peace into 
exile.”

The year just ended was “one of 
the blackest years in human his­
tory,” Mr. King said. He recalled 
his message to the people a year 
ago when Canada freely entered the 
conflict. At that time he warned 
that the fortune and freedom of 
every Canadian was bound up in 
the struggle and called upon his 
fellow citizens to unite in a nation­
al effort.

“The world knows how nobly and 
with what unanimity the people of 
Canada answered that appeal,” he 
said.

Today the British Empire stood 
alone as champions of the rights 
of free men, aided by the loyal 
remnants of forces of those coun­
tries which have fallen under Ger­
man domination.
“Lighthouse of Democracy.”..........

It was significant, Mr. King said, 
that tomorrow’s celebration of 
Labor Day^n day set apart by Par­
liament “to honor the place Labor 
has gained and holds in our na­
tional life”—could be celebrated 
peacefully in Canada after a year 
of war.

“Every Labor Day is a lighthouse 
of democracy. As its rays revolve 
we see beneath them the freedom 
and well-being which we have 
achieved. As its light flashes to­
night we catch a glimpse of the 
land of our dreams . . .

“We believe in the right o£ men 
to enjoy the fruits of their honest 
labor. We believe in the Sanctity 
of humanity and in man’s pro­
gressive capacity to take upon him-
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self more of the attributes of' 
divinity . . .

“Within the space of a single 
year we have witnessed the ex Line- j 
tion of democracy on the Continent: I 
of Europe. Beyond the confines of 
the British Commonwealth of Na­
tions and the United States of 
America, democracy scarcely sur­
vives in the world today.”

Whether Labor Day a year hence . 
would see a free Europe “or the 
night, of nazism casting its gloom 
in deepening shadows over this 
North American Continent” will 
depend, the Prime Minister said, 
“upon the strength, the will and 
the untiring work not only of one 
democracy, but of all the democ­
racies that have survived.”
Fear Would Oust Freedom.

Lacking the vision to see the 
peril and the strength to meet it, 
the North American Continent, like 
the Continent of Europe, might 
come to disaster in one of two 
ways, he said.

“This continent might be domi­

nated through actual invasion and I 
conquest. On the other hand, if we ! 
fail to carry on the struggle in ‘ 
Europe until tyranny is destroyed, , 
disaster will follow no less surely, 
even though not one Nazi soldier [ 
were to land upon our shores.

“The triumph of the Nazis in 
Europe would involve, for the 
peoples of this continent:, a substi- ! 
tution of fear for freedom and of ; 
economic domination for social 
progress. It would spell the doom 
of democracy in the New World."

Germany has acquired vast new 
resources in her career of conquest, 
the Prime Minister said, and this 
was a fact that had to be faced. 
With the conquered areas, Germany 
now had a capacity for producing 
42,000,000 tons of steel annually, as 
compared with a British capacity 
for 17,000,000 tons and the United 
States, 51,000,000 tons.

In addition, Germany had acquir­
ed additional capacity enormously 
increasing her power to produce all 
types of war equipment.

“Great Britain, Canada and other 
nations of the Commonwealth now 

i fight some 120,000,000 Germans and 
Italians who have acquired re­
sources and control factories far in 
excess of the resources of their own 
lands,” he said.

As a result of conquest, Germany 
has “masses of impoverished men 
and women numbering more than 
80,000,000 forced by dire need to 
work for the lowest possible wage.” 
Cites Churchill Statement.

It was recognition of these facts 
that recently prompted Prime Min­
ister Churchill to say that the 
British Empire and the United 
States would have to be “mixed up 
together in some of their affairs 
for mutual and general advantage,” 
Mr. King said.

He commented on the recent cre­
ation of a joint Canada-United 
States permanent defense board as 
a "practical” recognition of the 
principle laid down by Mr. Church­
ill when the British Prime Minis­
ter, on Aug. 20 last, announced the 
readiness of Britain to lease suit- 

I able sites to the United States for 
I defense bases.
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Tribute To Labor
pREMIER KING in his broadcast Sun- 
A day night paid fitting and eloquent 
tribute to Labor as the “partner and ally” 
of the fighting forces. AI the close ot 
the first, year of war, “the darkest year 
in modern times.” and on the eve of Labor 
Day, the Prime Minister’s formal recogni­
tion of the fine spirit, in which the work­
ingmen of Canada have shared in the 
nation’s war effort constituted a national 
tribute to which all Canadians give hearty 
accord.
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The Danger of Dictatorship
TV/TR. MACKENZIE KING’S urgent plea 

in his Sunday broadcast for unity 
among the democracies seemed to be 
aimed at an audience beyond his Canadian 
listeners. The Canadian people have been 
aware of their duty in the war for months 
now and have been ahead of Mr. King him­
self in their appreciation of the gravity 
of the situation. It is good, however, to 
hear the Prime Minister’s voice added to

always be fear. There will always be the 
necessity of taking the greatest precau­
tions. There will always be the necessity 
of piling up defenses.

As President Roosevelt put it once, the 
dictators are a continuing menace to 
the democracies because they turn the 
democracies into barrack yards.

those which have been insisting that this 
is a war in which there can really be no 
spectators. All must be participants.

It is a war of the foes of democracy 
against democracy. It is a war of ideolo­
gies. It is a war of the people who think 
the state supreme and the individual 
nothing against those who insist upon the 
essential greatness and dignity of the indi- j 
vidual and hold the state is nothing more 
than the sum of the individuals who com­
pose it. It is the fight of the dictators 
who pretend that the state—their state— 
is an organism with a soul of its own 
which is a sort of supreme soul, against 
the individuals who would direct their own 
lives in their own way.

Mr. King made the usual point that the 
democracies of this continent are in .danger 
from the aggressive nations, which, if vic­
torious, might invade this continent and 
impose their will upon the people living 
on this side of the Atlantic. But he made 
another point too—that even if there is 
no invasion, this continent will still be in 
danger unless the dictators are defeated 
and their pretensions flattened out. For, 
so long as there is a threat across the 
Atlantic, there can be no maximum of 
social progress on this side. There will
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THE STRENGTH OF UNITY
HEN Premipr King told the nation in
his broadç^gt last night that the united 

strength of Canada and the United States, as 
a result of mutual defence agreements, would 
be “sçmething more than the strength of both 
acting separately,” he was undoubtedly aware 
of the understatement in the phrase. He 
might have used much stronger terms without 
exaggerating the importance of the arrange­
ments recently concluded by the two countries, 
for the defence pact is without question the 
most significant step in the relations between 
this Dominion and the U.S.A. since each nation 
decided to go separate political wrays, the one 
as part of the British Empire, the other as an 
independent State struggling for a wider 
freedom.

Mr. King *did well to emphasize that reci­
procity in defence involves reciprocal duties as 
well as reciprocal advantages. The Canadian 
people since the beginning of the war have 
come to realize more fully than ever before 
in their history the significance izf human 
affairs of the concept of “duty.” So that 
when the Premier declares that "Canada has 
become the bridge which links the new free­
dom of the North American continent with the 
ancient freedom of Britain,” he says nothing 
that the people have not already concluded 
for themselves. We have become accustomed 
to regard ourselves as the interpreter of Bri­
tain to the United States, and we shall fill 
the wider role with even greater eagerness 
because the past year has made us realize that 
we stand not merely as a link between two 
political cultures but as a bastion of civiliza­
tion itself.
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Says Defence 
Of Continent 
Not Enough

Liberation of Europe from “the 
night of Nazism” will depend upon 
the strength and will “not of one 
democracy but of all the democra­
cies that have survived”, Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King declared 
in a broadcast address here Sun­
day night.

“If we lack the vision to see the 
peril and the strength to meet it, 
we on the North American Con­
tinent, like the nations’ of Europe, 
may come to disaster”, the Prime 
Minister said.

Mr. King spoke in the “let’s face 
the facts” series over a coast-to- 
coast network of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, and 
combined his address with a Labor 
Day message to workers.

Commenting with Satisfac­
tion on the co-operation on 
North American defence now 
underway between Canada 
and the United States, Mr. 
King said defence of the con­
tinent would not be enough. 
Even if the Continent was not in-^

vaded the continued domination of 
Europe by totalitarian states 
would, by economic pressure, 
force New World democracies to 
regimentation and make them 
“hewers of wood and drawers of 
water for the new economic 
masters of the world”.

Partner and Ally.
While paying high tribute to | 

those who daily offer their lives ! 
in defence of democracy, on the 
land, the sea and in the air, Mr. 
King praised labor as “the partner 
and ally”, working long hours and 
giving freely of their skill and 
strength to produce those essen­
tials required by the fighting 
forces.

To the labor organizations Mr. 
King expressed his gratitude in 
being asked to deliver a Labor

Day message. “From my early 
years I have been deeply inter­
ested in the problems of labor”, 
he said.

“One reason, I believe, is that 
labor’s main concern along the 
path of life has been a continuous 
struggle against adversity and 
poverty.

“Labor, too, represents so over­
whelming a proportion of man­
kind that it is almost synony­
mous with humanity itself. To 
improve conditions of labor is to 
better the human lot on this 
earth.”

Mr. King discussed the war 
in relation to labor, what it 
would mean to labor if the 
war were lost, and what vic­
tory would mean to the 
working class. He reviewed 
the events of the first year 
of war, during which “free­
dom fleeing from many lands 
has followed peace into 
exile”.
The year just ended was “one 

of the blackest years in human 
history”, Mr. King said. He re­
called his message to the people a 
year ago when Canada freely 
entered the conflict. At that time 
he warned that the fortune and 
freedom of every Canadian was 
bound up in the present struggle 
and called upon his fellow citizens 
to unite in a national effort.

“The world knows how nobly 
and with what unanimity the 
people of Canada answered that 
appeal”, he said.

Britain Lone Champion. 
Today the British Empire stood 

alone as champion of the rights 
of free men, aided by the loyal 
remnants of forces o'f those conn-" 
tries which have fallen under 
German domination.

It was significant, Mr. King said, 
that tomorrow’s celebration of 
Labor Day—a day set apart by 
Parliament “to honor the place- 
labor has gained and holds in our 
national life”, could be celebrated 
peacefully in Canada after a year 
of war.

“Every Labor Day is a lighthouse 
of Democracy. As its rays revolve 
we see beneath them the freedom 
and well-being which we have 
achieved. As its light flashes to­
night we catch a glimpse of the 
land of our dreams. . . .

“We believe in the right of 
men to enjoy the fruits of 
their honest labor. We be­
lieve in the sanctity of human­
ity and in man's progressive 
capacity to take upon him­
self more of the attributes of 
divinity. . . .
“Within the space of a single 

year we have witnessed the ex­
tinction of democracy on the con­
tinent of Europe. Beyond the con­
fines of the British Commonwealth 
of Nations and the United States 
of America, democracy scarcely 
survives in the world today.”

Whether Labor Day a year hence 
would see a free Europe “or the 
night of Nazism casting its gloom 
in deepening shadows over this 
North American Continent”, will 
depend, the Prime Minister said, 
“upon the strength, the will and 
the untiring work not only of one 
democracy but of all the de­
mocracies that have survived.”

May Come to Disaster. 
Lacking the vision to see the 

peril and the strength to meet it 
the North American Continent, 
like the continent of Europe may 
come to^disaster in one of two 
ways,

“Tj|^^^kuent might be 
dominawBW^pugh actual inva­
sion and conquest. On the other 
hand, if we fail to carry on the 
struggle in Europe until tyranny 

destroyed, disaster will follow 
less surely even though not one 

fazi soldier were to land upon 
our shores.

“The triumph of the Nazis 
in Europe would involve, for 
the peoples of this continent, - 
a substitution of fear for 
freedom and of economic 
domination for social pro­
gress. It would spell the doom 
of democracy in the New 
world.”
Germany has acquired vast new 

resources in her career of con­
quest, the Prime Minister said, 
and this was a fact that had to be 
faced. With the conquered areas, 
Germany now has a capacity for 
producing 42,000,000 tons of steel 
annually as compared with a 
British capacity for 17,000,000 
tons and the United States 51,- 
000,000 tons.

In addition Germany has | 
acquired additional capacity j 
enormously increasing her power ! 
to produce all types of war equip­
ment. I
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Says Defence 
Of Continent 
Not Enough

Liberation of Europe from "ihe 
night of Nazism" will depend upon 
the 1 rength and will “not of one 
democracy but. of till the democra­
cies that have survived”. Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King declared 
in a broader 1 add its here Sun­
day night.

"II we lack the vi ion m -w< the 
peril and the strength to meet it, 
we on the North American Con­
tinent. like the nation.-' of Europe, 
may come to disaster", the Prime 
Mini.-ter said.

Mr. King spoke in the lets face 
the facts” series over a coast-to- 
coast network of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, and 
combined his address with a Labor 
Day message to workers.

( ommenting with Satisfac­
tion on the co-operation on 
North American defence, now 
underway between Canada 
and the V ni ted Stales. Mr. 
King said defence of the con­
tinent would not he enough. 
Even i! 'he Continent . not in­

vaded the continued domination of 
Europe by totalitarian states 
would, by economic pressure, 
force New World democracies to 
regimentation and make them 
“hewers of wood and drawers n| 
'■va 1er for the new economic 
masters of the world".

Partner and Ally.
While paying high tribute In 

those who daily offer their lives 
in defence of democracy, on the 
land, the sea and in the air. Mr. 
King praised labor as “the partner 
and ally", working long hours and 
giving freely of their skill and 
strength to produce those essen­
tials required by the fighting 
forces.

To the labor organizations. Mr. 
King expressed his gratitude in 
being asked to deliver a Labor

message. "From my early 
I have men deeply inter­
in the problems of labor", 

id.
< )nc re a. un, ! believe, is that 

1. ; nr'- ma,n concern along thr 
path of lilc has been a cont.inuou.- 
sl niggle against advemty and

"We believe in the right of 
men to enjoy the fruits of 
their honest labor. We be­
lieve in the sanctity of human - 
it.' and in man’s progressive 
ca p ;lCit \ to take upon him­
self more of the attributes of 
divinity. . .poverty.

Labor, too, represent.-, -u <■••. vt- 
whehnmg a proportion of man­
kind that it is almost synony­
mous with humanity itself. To 
improve conditions of labor is to 
better the human lot on this

Mr. King discussed the war 
in relation to labor, what it 
would mean to labor if the 
war were lost, and what vic­
tory would mean to the 
working class. He reviewed 
the events of the first \ ear 
of war, during which "free­
dom fleeing from many lands 
has followed peace into 
exile".
The year just ended was "one 

ni the blackest years in human 
hi lory". Mr. King -aid. He rc- 
rvlied his message to the people a 
year ago when Canada freely 
entered the conflict. At that time 
he warned that Hie fortune and 
freedom of every Canadian was 
hound up in the present struggle 
and called upon his fellow citizen.- 
in unite in a national effort.

Tht world know. how nobly 
and with what unanimity the 
people of Canada answered that 
appeal”, he said.

It ri ta in Lone Champion. 
Today the British Empire stood 

alone as champion of the rights 
of free men aided by the loyal 
remnants of forces "t those coun­
tries which have fallen under 
German donimaiion.

It was significant, M> . King said, 
that tomorrow’s celebration of 
Labor Day a day set apart by 
Parliament “to honm tin place 
labor has gained and holds in our 
national, life", could be celebrated 
peacefully in Canada after a year 
of war.

“Every Labor Day is a lighthouse 
of Democracy. As its rays revolve 
we see beneath them the freedom 
and well-being which we have 
achieved. As. its light flashes to­
night we catch a glimpse of the 
land of our dreams. . . .

' Within the space of single 
year we have witnessed the ex­
tinction of democracy on the con­
tinent ul Europe. Beyond the con­
fines of the Br.f Con won wealth 
of Nations and the United States 
of America, democracy scarcely 
survives in the world today.”

Whether Labor Day a year hence 
would sec a free Europe "or the 
night of Nazism casting its gloom 
in deepening Shadows over this 
North American Continent’", will 
depend, the Prime Minister said, 
"upon the strength, the will and 
the untiring work not only of one
democracy but of all the de­
mocracies that have survived.”

May Come to Disaster. 
Lacking the vi.-ion to sec the 

peril and the strength to meet it 
the North American Continent, 
like the continent of Europe may 

rne^U^^j^aGer

sion and conquest. On the other 
hand, if we fail to carry on the 
struggle in Europe until tyranny 

destroyed, disaster will follow 
less surely even though not one 

v.i soldier were m land upon 
our shores.

“The triumph of I lie Nazi* 
in Europe would involve, for 
the peoples of this continent, 
a substitution of fear for 
freedom and of economic 
domination for social pro­
gress. It would spell the doom 
of democracy in the New 
world."
Germany has acquired vast new 

resource, in tier career of con­
quest, the Prime Minister aid. 
and this was a fact that had to be 
faced. With the conquered areas, 
Germany now has a capacity for 
producing 42,000,000 tons of steel 
annually as compared with a 
British capacity for 17,000,000 
tons and the United States 51,- 
000,000 ton

In addition Germany has 
acquired additional capacity 
enormously increasing her power 
to produce all types of war equip­
ment.
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“Great Britain, Canada and 

other nations of the Common­
wealth now fight some 120,000,- 
00 Germans and Italians who 
have acquired resources and con­
trol factories far in excess of the 
resources of their own lands.”

As a result of conquest Germany 
has “masses of improvished men 
and women numbering more than 
80,000,000 forced by dire need to 
work for the lowest possible 
wage.”

For Mutual Advantage.
It was recognition of these 

facts that recently prompted 
Prime Minister Churchill to say 
that the British Empire and the 
United States would have to be 
“mixed up together in some of 
their affairs for mutual and gen­
eral advantage”, Mr. King said.

He commented on the recent 
creation of a joint Canada-United 
States permanent defence board 
as a “practical” recognition of the 
principle laid down by Mr. 
Churchill when the British Prime 
Minister, on Aug. 20 last, announ­
ced the readiness of Britain to 
lease suitable sites to the United 
States for defence bases.

This co-operative action of 
Canada and the United States on 
the problem of defending North 
America was the “inevitable out­
come” of President Roosevelt’s 
pledge of United States assistance 
to Canada if invasion threatened, 
given at Kingston Aug. 18, 1938, 
and his own statement two days

later declaring Canada too had the 
obligation of so preparing that the 
United States would not be in 
danger of attack by an enemy 
crossing Canadian territory.

“The events of the two 
troubled years which have 
followed have served to em­
phasize, in both Canada and 
the United States, the neces­
sity for reciprocal concern for 
each other’s security.”
Canada and the United States 

had recognized that their united 
j strength would be something more 
than the strength of both acting 
separately. “Reciprocity in defence 
involves reciprocal duties as well 
as reciprocal advantages. Canada 
gladly accepts both.”

But defence of North America 
would not be enough, Mr. King 
said. Nazi-ism must be destroyed 
and the countries of Europe set 
free. Failure to do that would 
be to confine within narrow limits 
the areas in which democracies 
could hope to develop trade and 
friendship.

“The markets in which the 
workmen and the producers of the 
North American continent have 
sold their goods will certainly dis­
appear.

“Overseas we will be forced to 
compete with those who know no 
standards and with states that will 
sacrifice every standard. We in 
North America will be increasing­
ly subjected to competition from 
regimented countries.

“As a last impelling alternative, 
slowly, certainly and inexorably, 
we, too, will become conscripts in 
the regimentation of the state, 
and the hewers of wood and draw­
ers, of water for the new economic 
masters of the world.”
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Pays Tribute
i

To Labor
CANADIANS WILL REMEMBER 

TOO, ‘THEIR DEBT TO LABOR
Prime Minister Warns That 

Dominion Must Appreciate 
Task’s Magnitude

CALLS FOR STRENGTH

The following is the text of the 
radio speech delivered by the Rt. 
Hon. William Lyon Mackenzie King, 
prime minister, in the series, "Let’s 
Face the Facts,” Sunday night:

Some days ago, I received from 
one of the working men of our 
country a letter in which he sug- 

| Sested that on the Sunday before 
Labor Day, as a former minister of 
labor, I might be willing to give a 
national message to the workers of 
Canada.

A day or two later, I received a 
letter also from the director of pub­
lic. information inviting me to be 
the speaker for tonight in the radio 
scries known as "Let’s Face the ' 
Facts.” The writer of the second* 1 
letter suggested that as this date 
corresponded with the first anni­
versary of the war. a talk by myself t 
on its events and lessons might be 
welcomed by the people of Canada.

Interested in Labor
My purpose this evening is to en­

deavor to meet both those requests. 
I shall try to summarize the facts 
which stand out after one year of 
the war. and to relate them to the 
world situation as we know it to­
day, and ,to the alternatives which 
the future may hold in store.

I need scarcely say that I felt 
much honored that from one who 
holds the position of secretary of 
the labor council in one of the lead­
ing ities of the Dominion, I should 
have received the particular invita­
tion I have mentioned. From my 
early >iears, I have been deeply in­
terested in the problems of labor. 
One reason, I believe, is that labor's 
main concern along the path of life, 
has been a continuous struggle 
against adversity and poverty. Labor 
too represents so overwhelming a 
proportion of mankind that it is 
almost synonymous with humanity 
itself.

The plain picture of the ordinary 
man, working with the strength of 
his arm and the skill of his hand 
to feed, to clothe and to shelter his 
fellows, has always seemed to me to 
represent humanity in one of the 
noblest of its moods. To improve 
conditions of labor is to better the 
human lot on this earth. That, I

suppose, is the motive which most 
of us have closest to our heart when 
the enthusiasm of young manhood 
and the realization of the duties of 
citizenship begin to mould our con­
science and our conduct. It is one 
of the tragedies of life that amid the 
complexities of the struggle for ex­
istence, the enthusiasm and the 
realization are so often lost. To my 
mind, the measure of human great­
ness is the degree to which we con­
tinue to hold to the end of our days, 
an enthusiasm for human better­
ment.

"Let Us Face Facts”
Let me then talk to you tonight 

of this war not only in relation to 
the broad aspects to which I have 
referred, but in its relation par­
ticularly to labor. Let us consider 
together what the winning of this 
war may mean to labor. Let us 
ponder what the loss of this war 
will certainly mean to labor. Let 
us think together for a few 
minutes of what labor has done, and 
can do for the winning of the war. 
In this throughout, let us face the 
facts.

On this day one year ago. a world 
that had watched with anxious but 
hopeful eyes, while men of good­
will labored with all their strength 
for peace, saw war, with indescrib­
able savagery begin the devastation 
of Europe. During the months that 
have since passed, freedom fleeing 
from many desolate lands, has fol­
lowed peace into exile.
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At the end of the year, silence 

and darkness have fallen upon 
Poland. Denmark, Norway, Bel­
gium, Luxembourg, Holland. We 
mourn, too. the tragedy of a broken 
France. With her withdrawal from 
the conflict, we lost a gallant ally. 
With the entry of Italy on the side 
of Germany, we faced another 
treacherous and rapacious foe. The 
few nations of the continent of 
Europe that have not already been 
subjugated either tremble or bow 
before the might and violence of the 
aggressor.

Fire and Slaughter 
a Fire and slaughter have spread to 

Africa and the Near East. There is 
an ominous glow on the horizons of 
the Middle East. In many parts of. j 
the world, the thunder of the j 
storm is heard, even though the ' 
lightning has not yet struck. Ships j 
have battled on all the seven seas. 1 
From the skies, over the continent 
of Europe and the British Isles, 
aerial warfare continues to rain 
death and destruction. Millions of ; 
innocent, peace-loving, plain, or­
dinary, simple men and women, 
who have asked nothing more than 
to live their daily lives in the quiet 
of their own homes and the shelter

of their native valleys, have been 
dispossessed, robbed and enslaved.

Many nations had fondly hoped 
to find security in scrupulous neu­
trality. They found, instead, that 
neutrality was only an invitation to 
invasion, pillage, and enslavement. 
The souls and minds of the men of 
many lands to which the world is 
indebted for art, science, literature, 
invention, religious thought and 
most of the other precious gifts of 
human life are imprisoned iru the 
bondage of a barbarous and in­
human conqueror.

History’s Blackest Year
This year that has just ended 

was one of the blackest years in 
human history. These things are 
not the visions of a prophet of 
evil; they are not the imaginings 
of a horrid dream; they are the 
facts before our very eyes. Let us 
face them squarely.

Exactly one year ago it was my ' 
duty to speak to you of the great j 
decision which the people of 
Canada would be called upon to 
make, of a call to duty which 
Canadians in their hearts had 
already answered. Speaking on 
that occasion, I used these words:

“There is no home in Canada, 
no family, and no individual whose 
fortune and freedom are not bound 
up in the present struggle. I appeal 
to my fellow-Canadians to unite 
in a national effort to save from 
destruction all that makes life itself 
worth living, and to preserve for 
future generations those liberties 
and institutions which others have 
bequeathed to us.”

The world knows how nobly and 
with what unanimity the people of 
Canada answered that appeal. No 
one today can deny the truth of the 
words that there is no home in 
Canada, no family and no indi­
vidual whose fortunes and free­
dom are not bound up in the 
present struggle. How true these 
words are will be even more 
apparent when we consider the 
next outstanding fact to which I 
would draw your attention.

Today the nations of the British 
commonwealth alone champion in 
their full strength the rights of free 
men. Britain stands majestic and 
undaunted. To her have rallied 
those who once caught her great 
accents of liberty, and learned from 
her the lesson of obedience to the 
law. In this hour of supreme peril 
there have come also to her side 
men of Norway, of Holland, of 
Belgium, of Czechoslovakia, of 
Poland and of France. These men 
are not the ghosts of brave lands 
that are dead. They are the souls 
of brave lands that still live, and 
will, once again, rise in the full 
dignity of their freedom and the 
renewed vigor of indomitable 
youth. Nevertheless, we and they 
fight alone.

Day Honoring Labor
Let me now speak of another 

anniversary. Tomorrow, labor in 
Canada will celebrate in complete 
freedom a day, which by act of 
parliament has been set apart to 
honor the place which labor has 
gained and holds in our national 
life. It is deeply significant that 
such a celebration is possible at the 
end of a year of total war in Europe.

The position of labor in Canada, 
its dignity and its freedom, can be 
fully appreciated only in the light 
of both history and geography.

Canada, and likewise the United 
States, have been peopled largely 
by men and women ofo British stock. 
They brought with them to this con­
tinent not only British law and 
British respect for law, but other 
fruits of the struggles in Britain for 
religious and civil freedom. Above 
all, they bore in their hearts and 
minds the determination to main­
tain and extend their freedom in the

new land which beckoned them to 
its shores.

Built New Freedom
The ancestors of our French- 

1 Canadian fellow citizens also were 
of those who sailed the seas, and 
left their native land for a con­
tinent whose broad horizons offered 
larger opportunities of human hap­
piness. They brought with them 
skill in the arts and trades, a great 
capacity for work, a love of home 
and the simple joys and a sustain­
ing faith. Upon these ancestral 
foundations, the men and women of 
British and French stock built their 
new freedom.

As the years passed, the adven­
turous and the oppressed from every 
country in Europe came amongst 
us, seeking a new homeland where 
life and human personality were 
held as sacred things, where tyr- 
rany and slavery could be nothing 
but a far-off memory, where the 
state existed for man and not man 
for the state.

The frontiers of freedom, like the 
frontiers of settlement, have stead­
ily widened. They, too, have had 
their forts which consolidated the 
victories of the past, and protected 
the onward march of the future.

Cause for Gratitude
We have cause for gratitude, for 

the freedom recorded in our ro­
mantic history. We can be equally 
thankful for the security which 
geography has given us. We have 
grown to nationhood in a land sep­
arated by the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans, from the threat of a sudden 
invasion of its shores. The British 
navy, and for the last 100 years, the 
navy of the United States patrolling 
the waters of its oceans, have given 
to our own rising national power a 
further sense of safety.

Time and space have worked for 
Canada. To the inheritance of free 
political institutions, thus assured 
and safeguarded by historical asso­
ciation and geographical position, 
democracy on this North American 
continent owes its existence today.

Now what is this democracy to 
which we so often refer? To me, 
democracy means that state of or­
ganized society which recognizes 
the right of its members to equality 
of opportunity. It means the power 
of the many in increasing measure 
to develop in complete freedom 
their latent strength and talent. It 
means the freedom of the many to 
enjoy under the protection of those 
laws which they themselves have 
made, an adequate and just measure 
of the fruits of their own labors.
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Every Labor Day is a lighthôusé 
of democracy. As its rays revolve, 
we see beneath them the freedom 
and the well-being which we have 
achieved. As its light flashes to­
night, we catch a glimpse of the 
land of our dreams. We can see the 
Canada we have longed for and 
worked for, a land in which men 
and women, regardless of race, 
creed or class, can live their lives 
without fear. For we have cher­
ished the realities of freedom which 
are also its ideals; the right to think, 
the right to speak, the right to or­
ganize, the right to work, the right 
to worship.

We believe in the right of men 
to enjoy the fruits of their honest 
labor. We believe in the sanctity 
of humanity, and in man's progres­
sive capacity to take upon himself 
more of the attributes of Divinity.

However much we have failed in 
what we have done, nevertheless in 
our innermost hearts I believe we 
have given a “value immeasurable 
and eternal to the humblest of 
human lives."

Were in the Household
France until recently was of this 

household of democracy. So also 
were Denmark, Norway, Holland 
and Belgium. Within the space of 
a single year, we have witnessed 
the extinction of democracy on the 
continent of Europe. Beyond the 
confines of the British common­
wealth of nations and the United 
States of America, democracy 
scarcely survives in the world to­
day. That is the next great fact 
whi-h we have now to face.

We have not needed Hitler and 
Mussolini to tell us that dictator­
ship is at war with democracy. In 
a world of narrowing distances, 
there is no longer room for those 
two systems to survive side by side. 
Sooner or later, the one will ex­
tinguish the other. Light will fade 
into darkness or the darkness will 
vanish before the light. As has so 
frequently been said, it is just as 
true of the world today as it was 
of the American Union in Lincoln's 
day, that society no longer can con­
tinue to exist half-slave and half- 
free.

Recently I re-read the little poem 
entitled "Abraham Lincoln Walks 
at Midnight.” It seems to me to 
reflect the tragedy and the hope of 
this zero hour. It pictures that 
great figure restless upon his native 
hillside, contemplating the sickness 
of the world, the bitterness, the 
folly, the pain and the black terror 
that have come upon the home­
steads of men. Listen to these 
words:

"He cannot rest until a spirit-dawn 
Shall come—the shining hope of 

Europe free:
The league of sober folk, the work­

ers’ earth,
Bringing long peace to cornland, 

Alp and sea.”
At Midnight Hour 

Europe has reached that midnight 
hour. Whether Labor Day in 
Canada a year hence will wit- 
the the spirit-dawn of a Europe 
free, or the night of Nazism 
casting its gloom in deepening shad­
ows over this North American con­
tinent, will depend upon the 
strength, the will, and the untiring 
work not of one democracy but of 
all the democracies that have sur­
vived. In their combined effort, no 
force can be greater than the truth 
in labor’s heart and the strength of 
labor’s arm.

If we lack the vision to see the 
peril and the strength to meet it, we, 
on this North American continent, 
like the nations of Europe, may come 
to disaster in one of two days. 
This continent might be dominated 
through actual invasion and con­
quest. On the other hand, if we fail 
to carry on the struggle in Europe 
unitl tyranny is destroyed, disaster 
will follow no less surely even 
though not one Nazi soldier were 
to land upon our shores.

Fear Not Freedom
The triumph of the Nazis in ■ 

Europe would involve for the 1 
peoples of this continent the sub- j 
stitution of fear for freedom, and 
of economic domination for social 
progress. It would spell the doom

of democracy in the new world.
In considering the fate of the 

democracies, there is another grim 
fact which we must face. It was 
absent a year ago. It bears im­
mediately both on the possibilities 
of invasion, and upon the perils of 
competing industrial standards. 
This fact is that Nazi Germany has 
added to her own resources those 
of the countries she has subjugated. 
She has acquired a vast supply of 
the materials and equipment of war 
which, at the outbreak of war, it 
was expected would never be used 
at all ,or if they were would be used 
against her. All France, as v/e 
know, is in the control of the 
enemy; the whole western seaboard 
of Europe from Norway to Spain 
is in German hands. All the ports 
and airfields of this continental 
coast line, once in possession of 
friendly or alloed powers, today 
provide the bases from which the | 
enemy pursues his course across the 
skies and seas. In addition to the

resources of their own land and ot
France, the Nazis have seized and 
now possess the resources, t.he 

, equipment, and the manufacturing 
plants of Austria, Czecho-Slovakia, 
Poland, Denmark, Norway, Holland 
and Belgium. Let me give a fact 
or two in detail.

Nazi Steel Production
Including the conquered areas, 

the Nazis now have capacity for 
producing 42 million tons of steel 
annually, as compared with the 
capacity in British countries of 
17 million tons, and the capacity 
of the United States to produce 
51 million tons.

In addition to steel, Germany has 
added very considerably to her 
capacity to produce ships, aircraft, 
motorized equipment, armor plate 
and munitions.

It is a fact that the great tanks 
built in the arsenals of Czecho­
slovakia were used for the de­
struction of France, Belgium and 
Holland.

It is equally a fact that in Nazi 
hands the iron and steel, machines 
and munitions of France and Bel­
gium today bring death and de­
struction to the British Isles.

Great Britain, Canada, and the 
other nations of the Commonwealth 
now fight some 120 million Ger­
mans and Italians who have ac­
quired resources and control fac­
tories far in excess of the resources 
and factories of their own lands.

As a result of conquering most 
of the industrial nations of Europe, 
and smashing their state organiza­
tions, social institutions and trade 
unions, Hitler has masses of im­
poverished men and women num­
bering more than 80,000,000 forced 
by dire need to work for the lowest 
possible wages. However unwill­
ing may be their obedience, how­
ever reluctant their contributions 
to the Nazi masters, they do repre­
sent a powerful addition to the 
effective strength of the enemy.

For Mutual Advantage
It was the recognition of these 

facts which led the prime minister 
of the United Kingdom to declare 
recently in the parliament at West­
minster that the two great organ­
izations of the English-speaking 
democracies, the British Empire and 
the United States, will have to be 
somewhat mixed up together in 
some of their affairs for mutual 
and general advantage. “Some
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of democracy. As ils rays revolve, ! 
we see beneath them the freedom j 
and the well-being which we have i 
achieved. As its light flashes to­
night, we catch a glimpse of the j 
land of our dreams. We can see the 
Canada we have longed for and | 
worked for, a land in which men j 
and women, regardless of race, 
creed or class, can live their lives 
without fear. For we have cher­
ished the realities of freedom which 
are also its ideals; the right to think, 
the right to speak, the right to or­
ganize, the right to work, the right : 
to worship.

We believe in the right uf men 
to enjoy the .fruits of their honest 
labor. We believe in the sanctity | 
of humanity, and in man's progres­
sive capacity to take upon himself | 
more of the attributes of Divinity.

However much we have failed in1 
what, we have done, nevertheless in ! 
our innermost hearts 1 believe we 
have given a “value immeasurable 
and eternal to the humblest of 
human lives.”

Were in the Household
France until recently was of this 

household of democracy. So also 
were Denmark. Norway, Holland 
and Belgium. Within the space of 
a single year, wo have witnessed 
the extinction of democracy on the 
continent of Europe. Beyond the 
confines of the British common­
wealth of nations and the United 
States of America, democracy 
scarcely survives in the world to­
day. That is the next great fact 
whi h we have now to face.

We have not needed Hitler and 
Mussolini to tell us that dictator­
ship is at war with democracy. In 
a world of narrowing distances, 
there is no longer room for those 
two systems to survive side by side 
Sooner or later, the one will ex­
tinguish the other. Light will fade 
into darkness or the darkness will 
vanish before the light. As has so 
frequently been said, it is just as | 
true of the world today as it was: 
of the American Union in Lincoln’s 
day, that society no longer can con­
tinue to exist half-slave and half- 
free.

Recently T re-read the little poem 
entitled "Abraham Lincoln Walks 
at Midnight." It seems to me to 
reflect the tragedy and the hope of 

, this zero hour. It pictures that 
great figure restless upon his native 
hillside, contemplating the sickness 
of the world, the bitterness, the 
folly, the pain and the black terror 
that have come upon the home­
stead? of men. Listen to these 
words:

a spinl-dawn 
come the shining hope of 

F.urope free:
The league of sober folk, the work­

ers' earth,
Bringing long peace to cornland, 

Alp and sea."
At Midnight Hour

Europe has reached that midnight 
hour. Whether Labor Day in 

I Canada a year hence will wit- 
the the spirit-dawn of a Europe 

’ or the night of Nazism
| easting its gloom in deepening shad­
ows over this North American con­
tinent. will depend upon the 
strength, the will, and the untiring 
work not of one democracy but of 
all the democracies that have sur­
vived. In their combined effort, no 
force can be greater than the truth 
in labor’s heart and the strength of 
labor’s arm.

If we lack the vision to see 1 he 
peril and the strength to meet it, we, 
on this North American continent, 
like the nations of Europe, may come 
to disaster in one of two days. 
This continent might be dominated 
through actual invasion and con­
quest. On the other hand, if we fail 
to carry on the struggle in Europe 
on ill tyranny is destroyed, disaster 
will follow no less surely even 
though not one Nazi soldier were 
to land upon our shores.

Fear Not Freedom
The triumph of the Nazis in

Europe would involve for the
peoples of this continent the sub­
stitution of fear for freedom, and 
of economic domination for social , 
progress. It would spell the doom

of democracy in the new world.
In considering the fate of the 

democracies, there is another grim 
fact which we must face. It was 
absent a year ago It bears im­
mediately both on the possibilities 
of invasion, and upon the perils of 
competing industrial standards. 
This fact is that Nazi Germany has 
added to her own resources those 
of the countries she has subjugated. 
She has acquired a vast supply of | 
the materials and equipment of war j 
which, at the outbreak of war, it i 
was expected would never be used 
at all ,or if they were would be used j 
against: her. All France, as vo 
know, is in the control of the 
enemy: the whole western seaboard 
of Europe from Norway to Spain 
is in German hands. All the ports 
and airfields of this continental 
coast line, once in possession of: 
friendly or alloed powers, today 
provide the buses from which the 
enemy pursues his course across Hie 
skies and seas. In addition to the

Subject
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France, the Nazis have seized and 
now possess the resources, the, 
equipment and the manufacturing | 
plants of Austria, Czecho-Slovakia, 
Poland. Denmark. Norway. Holland j 
and Belgium. Let me give a fact j 
or two in detail.

Nazi Steel Production
Including the conquered areas,

I the Nazis now have capacity for 
producing 42 million tons of steel 
annually, as compared with the 
capacity in British countries of 
17 million tons, and the capacity 
of the United States to produce 
51 million tons.

In addition to steel, Germany has 
added very considerably to her; 
capacity to produce ships, aircraft, 

j motorized equipment, armor plate 
and munitions.

H is a fact that the great tanks 
j built in the arsenals of Czecho­
slovakia were used for the de­
struction of France, Belgium and 

j Holland.
It is equally a fact that in Nazi 

I hands the iron and steel, machines 
j and munitions of France and Bel- 
; gium today bring death and de­
struction to the British Isles.

Great Britain, Canada, and the 
: other nations of the Commonwealth 
i now fight some 120 million Ger- 
: mans and Italians who have ae- i 
! qui red resources and control fac-i 
l tories far in excess of the resources ; 
j and factories of their own lands, 
j As a result of conquering most 
; of the industrial nations of Europe, 
j and smashing their state organiza­
tions. social institutions and trade 
unions. Hitler has masses of im-

‘ poverished men and women num-1 
berm g more than 80,000,000 forced 1 
by dire need to work for the lowest1 
possible wages. However unwill­
ing may be their obedience, how­
ever reluctant their contributions 
to tlie Nazi masters, they do repre­
sent a powerful addition to the 
effective strength of the enemy.

For Mutual Advantage
It was the recognition of these 

facts which led the prime minister 
of the United Kingdom to declare 
recently in the parliament at West­
minster that the two great organ­
izations of the English-speaking 
democracies, the British Empire and 
the United States, will have to be 
somewhat mixed up together in 
some of their affairs for mutual 
and general advantage. ‘Some
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months ago," said Mr. Churchill, | 
“we came to the conclusion that 
the interests of the United States 
and of the British Empire both re­
quired that the United States should 
have facilities for the naval and < 
air defence of the western hemi­
sphere against the attack of a Nazi 
power which might have temporary 
but lengthy control of a large part 
of western Europe and its re­
sources.

“We have therefore decided, spon­
taneously and without being asked 
or offered any inducement, to in­
form the government of the United 
States that we should be glad to 
place such defence facilities at their 
disposal by leasing suitable sites 
in our transatlantic possessions for 
their greater security against the 
unmeasured dangers of the future.”

Set Forth Agreement
The principle of association of 

their interests for the common 
advantage of Great Britain and the 
United States was thus stated by 
Mr. Churchill on Aug. 20. This 
principle had already been recog­
nized in the relations between 
Canada and the United States, in 
an equally practical, and an even 
more immediate manner, in the 
joint declaration made at Ogdens- 
burg by President Roosevelt and 
myself a fortnight ago today. The 
declaration set forth the agreement 
reached on Aug. 17 for the estab­
lishment of a permanent joint 
board concerned with the mutual 
problems of defence in relation to 
the safety of Canada and the 
United States. As you are aware, 
the permanent board on defence 
has since been duly constituted and 
is at present engaged upon its ; 
studies of sea. land and air prob­
lems immediately related to thj£

' j north half of the western hemi- 
; sphere.

The establishment of the per­
manent joint board is the logical,
I might say the inevitable outcome 
of two significant declarations 
made on Canadian soil in August 
of 1938. The first of these was 
made on Aug. 18 at Queen’s Univer­
sity in Kingston by President 
Roosevelt in these words:

“The Dominion of Canada is 
part of the sisterhood of the British 
empire. I give to you assurance 
that the people of the United States 
will not stand idly by if domina­
tion of Canadian soil is threatened 
by any other empire.”

On behalf of the people of Canada,
two days later, in a speech at Wood- 
bridge, Ontario, I acknowledged Mr. 
Çtooscvelt’s declaration in these 
words:

“We. too. have our obligations as 
a good friendly neighbor, and one 
of them is to see that, at our own 
instance, our country is made as 
immune from attack or possible in­
vasion as we can reasonably be 
expected to make it, and that, should 
the occasion ever arise, enemy forces 
should not be able to pursue their 
way, either by land, sea, or air to 
the United States, across Canadian 
territory.”

These declarations marked the

e So much for North American se­
curity from invasion. That, how- 

! ever, is not enough. Unless Naziism 
in Europe is destroyed, the threat 
of world domination by a ruthless 
foe will hang continuously over 
our heads just as, in recent years, 
the threat of invasion and domina­
tion has hung over the heads of

the free peoples of Europe. To meet 
that threat, our own standards of 
behavior and living would increas­
ingly become those of the totalitar­
ian states. Our democratic istitu- 
tions, one by one, would disappear, 
and with them what we have won 
of freedom.

first explicit recognition by both 
countries of their reciprocity in de­
fence.

The events of the two troubled 
years which have followed have 
served to emphasize, in both 
Canada and the United States, the 
necessity for reciprocal concern for 
each other’s security. They have 
also allayed the fears of those who 

1 felt that closer relations with the 
I United States would weaken Can- 
| ada’s ties with the other British 
nations. The truth has been the 
exact opposite.

More Responsibilities
The declaration of Ogdensburg 

and the policy from which it 
sprang represent an increase, and 
not a decrease, in Canada’s re­
sponsibilities. Canada and the 
United States have undertaken to 
share the burdens of maintaining 
their joint security; neither has 
shifted the burden to the other. 
We have recognized that our unit­
ed strength will be something more 
than the strength of both acting 
separately. Reciprocity in defence 
involves reciprocal duties as well 
as reciprocal advantages. Canada 
gladly accepts both.

Canada has indeed become, as I 
have pointed out before, the 
bridge which* joins the new free­
dom of the North American conti­
nent with the ancient freedom ol 
Britain.

May we not see in the means 
now being taken to secure the 
common interests of the British 
Commonwealth and the United 
States, not only the surest of the 
safeguards of democracy, but a 
promise of peace and understand­
ing, an enduring contribution to 
the cause of freedom of the world.

Unless the enemy is defeated and 
the enslaved countries of Europe 
restored to freedom, there will be 
no prospect of improving or even 
of maintaining the standards ol 
Canadian life which Canadian en­
ergy and Canadian skill have won, 
no hope of enlarging the opportun­
ities for the happiness of our own 
or succeeding generations. Free 
labor will have to compete with 
slave labor. Men who have hither­
to had the right to choose where 
they would work, and at what they 
would work, will find themselves 
in hopeless competition with con­
script labor, automatic, soulless, 
driven by the merciless lash of a 
ruthless state.

Moreover, failure to free the peo­
ples of Europe from their present 
thraldom, will mean confining 
within narrowing limits the areas in 
which the democracies, should they 
survive, can hope to develop inter­
course in trade or friendship.

The markets in which the work­
men and the producers of the North 
American continent have sold the^jj
goods will certainly disappear. 
Overseas we will be forced to com­
pete with those who know no stan­
dards, and with states that will 
sacrifice every standard. We, in 
North America, will be increasingly 
subjected to competition from other 
regimented countries. In a vain 
effort to maintain our standards, we 
will be driven to trade almost ex­
clusively with ourselves. As a last 
impelling alternative, slowly, cer­
tainly and inexorably, we too will 
become conscripts in the regimenta­
tion of the state, and the hewers of 
wood and the drawers of water for 
the new economic masters of the 

1 world.
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To labor, these facts have spoKen 

and will speak with emphasis and 
conviction. Labor knows the stake 
in the struggle between dictatorship 
and democracy. Labor knows what 
it will lose in the defeat of democ-, 
racy. It understands the difference 
between rule by force by those who 
seek a monopoly of power, and gov­
ernment by consent for the common 
good. It knows the difference be­
tween men who despise equality, 
and seek privilege, possessions and 
power, and those who believe in the 
brotherhood of man and the Father­
hood of God.

In war, no work, no effort, can 
compare with the sacrifice of the 
soldier, the sailor and the airman. 
Their sacrifice is uppermost in the 
thoughts of this nation; it will live 
in its memories. But Canadians will 
remember too their debt to labor. 
In Canada, labor has extended its 
hours, surrendered its holidays, and 
in its determination to increase and 
advance production, as taught the 
young and the inexperienced the 
intricacies of complicated trades. It 
will be the duty of the people of 
Canada, realizing these things now. 
to remember them in the hour of 
victory.

Labor Parties Aid Ally
In the deeds of the men who on 

land, on sea and in the air, offer 
their lives to save us, labor is the 
partner and the ally. Hundreds 
of skilful hands, unerring eyes and 
strong arms helped to create the 
Canadian planes in which, on Fri­
day last, our own Canadian fighter 
squadron made the skies of the 
British Isles vivid with the swift ; 
adventure of their skill and cour­
age. How proud labor must feel 
to have worked for such men!

Every workman knows that 
every bolt, every piece of steel, 
every bullet, every machine part 
fashioned in Canada is a work for 
victory. Every workman knows 
that lacking the tnachines of war, 
the bravest men in the world will j 
avail nothing.

My fellow citizens. A dis­
tinguished British journalist who 
recently visited us, said that he 
found Canada at war with Hitler 
and at peace with herself. We are 
at war, and we shall remain united 
in will and purpose. But we can 
only remain at peace with our­
selves if shirking no effort, with­
holding no wealth, and sparing no 
sacrifice, we prove ourselves 
worthy of our two great brother­
hoods—the brotherhood of the 
brave who fight for us, and the 
brotherhood of labor that works 
for their victory. Jt
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The Shining Hope of Europe Free :
In his address to Labor the other day, | 

Premier King quoted from a poem by 
Nicholas Vachel Lindsay—“Abraham Lin­
coln Walks at Midnight.” The writer pic­
tures Lincoln brooding upon the sickness 
of the world, upon the darkness that had 
descended on mankind:
“He cannot rest until a spirit-dawn 
Shall come—the shining hope of Europe free; 
The league of sober folk, the workers’ earth, 
Bringing long peace to comland, Alp and 

sea.”
Europe, in a midnight blacker than it has 

known in ages, again awaits the dawn. Said 
Mr. King:

“Europe has reached that midnight hour. 
Whether Labor Day in Canada a year hence 
will witness the spirit-dawn of a Europe 
free, or the night of Naziism casting its 
gloom in deepening shadows qyer this North 
American continent, will depend upon the 
strength, the will and the untiring work not 
of one democracy but of all the democracies 
that have survived. In their combined effort, 
no force can be greater than the truth in 
Labor’s heart and the strength of Labor’s 
arm.”

Every word of it is true. Of all wars, 
this may most appropriately be called 
Labor’s war, and for two reasons: First, 
because Labor stands to lose so heavily if 
the war is lost; second, because Labor can 
do so much to prevent it being lost. The 
preservation of democracy means the preser­
vation of tha rights of Labor. The preser­
vation of democracy in a mechanized war 
depends upon the activity and the faithful­
ness of Labor—“the truth in Labor’s heart 
and the strength of Labor’s arm.”

Britain’s ultimate victory will mean more 
than the continuance of liberty in the coun­
tries which are still unconquered. It will 
mean the restoration of liberty to countries 
which have lost it. “The shining hope of 
Europe free” is the hope which Mr. King 
cherishes, which every lover of democracy 
should cherish; the hope, as another poet 
has put it, that “just beyond the darkest 
midnight gleam the banners of the dawn.”
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London Papers 

Take Confident 
View of Future
British Press Reviews First

Year of War With Daily

illnekenzie King's Spree-|i

LONDON, Sept. 3- (C.P. 
Cable) — Britain’s morning 
newspapers, taking the first 
anniversary of the war as the 
keynote of their editorial : 
comment, viewed the future 
with confidence today but 
recalled the dark days of the 
French collapse.

Praise King’s Speech.
The Daily Telegraph, under the 

heading “Dictators’ Doom’’ said 
that “no rulers of nations before 
them have had such success in 
arraying the world against the 
spirit of barbaric tyranny” as j 
Hitler and Mussolini. Referring 
to Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King's Sunday evening address, 
the Telegraph said Mr. King “put 
the case in memorable words. 
Just as the one object and effort 
to the Roman republic was that 
Carthage must be destroyed, so 
freemen of the Western Hemi­
sphere are aware that all mankind 
will not be safe while the dictators 
are not crushed.” *

The newspaper felt that his 
theme was appropriate to Labors Pay.

JD »
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Germany’s Swollen Strength
Prime Minister Mackenzie King said some 

things that needed saying in his “Let’s Face 
the Facts” broadcast on Sunday night. 
"Although of a somewhat discursive nature, 
his talk did stress probably the two most 
important facts before the Canadian people 
as they enter the second year of the struggle.

One is that while it is highly desirable 
that the United States and Canada get 
together on problems of mutual defence, 
the battle front is still in Britain and Europe 
and that unless Nazism is vanquished where 
It now rules the chance of North American 
survival on a democratic basis is small.

The second fact is that Germany has 
enormously gained in productive strength as 
a result of her conquests since the war 
began. Mr. King pointed out that, with the 
invaded areas under her domination, she 
now has a steel-producing capacity of 42,-

[ The first factor of importance is that the
! resources of the United States as an indus­
trial nation are behind Britain (on a cash 

jbasis. of course) and that once the American 
' Productive machine is geared to full strength 
it can outbid the whole of Europe. The 
second factor is that among Germany’s 
conquered millions are a majority who chafe 
under the Nazi yoke and are our potential 
friends. It is these factors that will tell in 
the long run.

000,000 tons a year, as compared with British 
capacity of 17,000,000 tons and United States , 
capacity of 51,000,000 tons.

In addition, Germany has acquired addi- | 
tional capacity to produce all types of war 
equipment. Great Britain and the other I 
nations of the Commonwealth are now fight- , 
ing 120,000,000 Germans and Italians. There j 
are also 80,000,000 conquered men and ! 
women who are being forced to work for the 
Nazis in order to exist. In other words, 
Germany now controls the lives of 200,000,000 
persons, against whom are ranged the 
86,000,000 of the British race.

On this bare basis of manpower, the task 
of Britain and the Empire is a formidable 
one. The figures reveal the proportions of 

, the mighty effort that lies ahead. But while 
they bring home to us the seriousness of the ; 
situation, they should not dismay us. The 
balance of strength is not so overwhelmingly 
against us as at first it seems.
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DEMOCRACY LABOR'S SAFEGUARD.
The threat to the masses of North America

was stated fairly bv Mr. Mackenzie King jn his 
broadcast on Sunday night"*when he said that 
even ff this continent is not invaded the con­
tinued domination of Europe by totalitarian 
States would, by economic pressure, force New 
World democracies to regimentation and make 
them hewers of wood and drawers of water for 
the new economic masters of the world.

We do not contemplate the defeat of Britain. 
Nor do we believe that as long as the Royal 
Navy and the Royal Air Force remain uncon­
quered there is possibility of successful invasion 
of North America. On the contrary, we are 
convinced that the Axis Powers will eventually 
crumble before the cumulative strength of the 
Empire and its friends. It is certain, however, 
that until peace and order are restored in 
Europe world trade, commodity prices and wage 
standards will be disorganized.

The Prime Minister pointed out that as a 
result of conquest by Germany masses of im­
poverished men and women numbering more 
than 80,000,000 are forced by dire need to work 
for the lowest possible wage. What has hap­
pened in the subjugated countries justifies the 
conclusion that the triumph of the Nazis in 
Europe would involve for the peoples of this 
continent a substitution of fear for freedom 
and of economic domination for social progress.

Mr. Tom Moore, the veteran president of the 
Trades and Labor Congress of Canada, holds 
that trade unions are possible only where demo­
cratic institutions flourish. As the first step 
toward dictatorship, the once-powerful unions 
of Italy, Germany, Czecho-Slovakia and Austria 
were destroyed. Unions were in all cases the 
first institutions to be suppressed, because 
enemies of democracy know full well that in 
them lay the greatest bulwark of freedom. 
Organized labor is now on the scrap heap in 
France, the hard-won privileges and rights of 
the workers in the discard, the artisans and un­
skilled workers reduced to the level of slaves.

Nor are the employed masses in Germany 
much better off than the working classes in the 
conquered countries. Men and women no longer 
are free citizens in the Reich. They exist in a 
state of peonage, receiving for their herculean 
labors barely enough for a miserable existence. 
Before Hitler, Germany was rated as one of the 
most progressive countries in the world so far 
as the position of organized labor was con­
cerned, the most striking advances having been 
made in industrial relations after the Great War, j

In the opinion of Dr. W. A. Robson of the Lon-' 
don School of Economics, Germany remained 
substantially in advance of England and the 
United States in the protection afforded to her 
workers against o*ees»ively long hours of work 
prior to the advent of Hitlerism. Works coun- 
cils which protected the common interests of 
the employees against the employer were held 
to be the most important feature of working- 
class progress in the Reich. Under the Weimar 
Republic great advances were made in the power 
of trade unions; a vast extension took place in 
the scope of collective bargaining; works coun­
cils enabled the employees to safeguard and up- 

I hold the rights of the workers in a new and 
j unprecedented manner; labor courts provided 
for judicial determination of industrial disputes; 
conciliatory machinery did much to promote the 
peaceful settlement of large-scale conflicts.

Hitler became Chancellor in January, 1933. 
Four months later the Nazis seized all trade 
union buildings, arrested all union leaders and
confiscated trade union property. In the fol­
lowing month the Social Democratic Party was 
suppressed and the few remaining leaders taken 
into custody. The formation of all new parties 
was forbidden. From that moment the German 
labor movement was liquidated, and Germany 
no longer has any working-class organization in 
the accepted meaning of the term. In his recent 
pamphlet, “Labor Under Nazi Rule,” Dr. Robson 
says German workers have entered a state of 
peonage the like of which has not been seen in 
the countries of Western Europe for centuries.

Nor is it necessary to impose nazism on the 
Western World to annul labor’s achievements 
here. Its standards would be destroyed by dic­
tatorial control of Europe’s economic policies 
in competitive trade. Labor on this continent 
would have to compete with the peonage system 
of which Dr. Robson speaks, thus being reduced 
to slavery almost as effectively as if it were 
directly under Nazi oppression. The preserva­
tion of democratic institutions is not more 
urgent for any class of American citizens than 
those who compose the rank and file of organ­
ized unions. It is because the labor leaders of 
Canada and Britain and their intelligent fol­
lowers realize that the status, the freedom, the 
power and the conditions of work of all who 
labor by hand and brain arc at stake in this 
terrible conflict, that no effort can be spared to 
overthrow Hitlerism.



PRESS CLIPPINGS Office of

The Prime Minister

Name of Publication -Ob' i

Date

Subject

DEMOCRACY LABOR S SAEECA </</).

The threat to the masses of North America 
was stated fairly by, Mr. Mackenzie King in his 
broadcast on Sunday night when he said that 
even if this continent is not invaded the con­
tinued domination of Europe by totalitarian 
States would, by economic pressure, force New 
World democracies to regimentation and make 
them hewers of wood and drawers of water for 
the new economic masters of the world.

We do not contemplate the defeat of Britain. 
Nor do we believe that as long as the Royal 
Navy and the Royal Air Force remain uncon­
quered there is possibility of successful invasion 
of North America. On the contrary, we are 
convinced that the Axis Powers will eventually 
crumble before the cumulative strength of the 
Empire and its friends. It: is certain, however, 
that until peace and order arc restored in 
Europe world trade, commodity prices and wage 
standards will be disorganized.

The Prime Minister pointed out that as a 
result of conquest by Germany masses of im­
poverished men and women numbering more 
than 80,000,000 are forced by dire need to work 
for the lowest possible wage. What has hap­
pened in the subjugated countries justifies the 
conclusion that the triumph of the Nazis in 
Europe would involve for the peoples of this 
continent a substitution of fear for freedom 
and of economic domination for social progress.

Mr. Tom Moore, the veteran president of the 
Trades and Labor Congress of Canada, holds 
that trade unions are possible only where demo­
cratic institutions flourish. As the first step 
toward dictatorship, the once-powcrful unions 
of Italy, Germany, Czccho-Slovakia and Austria 
were destroyed. Unions were in all cases the 
first institutions to be suppressed, because 
enemies of democracy know full well that in 
them lay the greatest bulwark of freedom. 
Organized labor is now on the scrap heap in 
France, the hard-won privileges and rights of 
the workers in the discard, the artisans and un­
skilled workers reduced to the level of slaves.

Nor are the employed masses in Germany 
much better off than the working classes in the 
conquered countries. Men and women no longer 
arc free citizens in the Reich. They exist in a 
state of peonage, receiving for their herculean 
labors barely enough for a miserable existence. 
Before Hitler, Germany was rated as one of the 
most progressive countries in the world so far 
as the position of organized labor was con­
cerned, the most striking advances having been 
made in industrial relations after the Great War,

In opinion of I>r. W. A Robson of the Lon- 
don School of Economics, Germany remained 
substantially in advance of England and the 
United States in the protection afforded to her 
workers against excessively long hours of work 
prior to the advent of Hitlerism. Works coun­
cils which protected the common interests of 
the employees against the employer were held 
to be the most important feature of working- 
class progress in the Reich. Under the Weimar 
Republic great advances were made in the power 
of trade unions; a vast extension took place in 
the scope of collective bargaining; works coun­
cils enabled the employees to safeguard and up- 
hokl the rights of the workers in a new and 
unprecedented manner; labor courts provided 
for judicial determination of industrial disputes; 
conciliatory machinery did much to promote th ’ 
peaceful settlement of large-scale conflicts.

Hitler became Chancellor in January, 1933. 
four months later the Nazis seized all trade 
union buildings, arrested all union leaders and

confiscated trade union property. In the fol­
lowing month the Social Democratic Party was i 
suppressed and the few remaining leaders taken ! 
into custody. The formation of all new parties 
was forbidden. From that moment the German j 
labor movement was liquidated, and Germany ! 
no longer has any working-class organization in 1 
the accepted meaning of the term. In his recent 
pamphlet, “Labor Under Nazi Rule," Dr. Robson 
says German workers have entered a state of 
peonage the like of which has not been seen in 
the countries of Western Europe for centuries.

Nor is it necessary to impose nazism on the 
Western World to annul labor’s achievements 
here. Its standards would be destroyed by dic­
tatorial control of Europe's economic policies 
in competitive trade. Labor on this continent, 
would have to compete with the peonage system 
of which Dr. Robson speaks, thus being reduced 
to slavery almost, as effectively as if it were 
directly under Nazi oppression. The preserva­
tion of democratic institutions is not more 
urgent for any class of American citizens than 
those who compose the rank and file of organ­
ized unions. It is because the labor leaders of 
Canada and Britain and their intelligent fol­
lowers realize that the status, the freedom, the 
power and the conditions of work of all who 
labor by hand and brain are at stake in this 
terrible conflict that no effort can be spared to 
overthrow Hitlerism. • \
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UN DISCOURS DE M. ICÏ^T

^ A l'occasion de la fête du Travail, le premier mi­
nistre a prononcé un discours à la radio dans lequel 
il a surtout parlé de la nécessité, en Amérique, de la 
collaboration du Canada et des Etats-Unis.

L'Allemagne est beaucoup plus forte aujourd'hui 
qu'elle ne l'était en septembre 1939, dit-il. Elle pos­
sède aujourd'hui une capacité de production de 42,- 
000,000 de tonnes d'acier par an, comparativement aux 
capacités respectives de 17,000,000 et de 51,000,000 
de tonnes qu'ont l'Empire britannique et les Etats-Unis.
Il s'ensuit donc que la Grande-Bretagne, dans sa lutte 
pour la liberté des peuples, a besoin de l'Amérique. 
Non seulement le Canada et les Etats-Unis doivent-ils 
voir à la défense de l'Amérique mais ils doivent contri­
buer à la libération de l'Europe. Une fois le continent 
européen entièrement subjugué par les forces de Hitler, 
l'Amérique ne pourrait plus faire concurrence à la 
Grande-Allemagne, elle devrait lui abandonner tous 

1 ses marchés étrangers.
Depuis les conversations d'Ogdensburg et l'accord 

qui en est résulté, M. King dit qu'Ottawa est devenu 
comme le trait d'union entre Londres et Washington. 
Ces trois pays doivent marcher la main dans la main 
pour la défense et le maintien de leurs intérêts de­
venus communs.

M. HANSON REPOND A M. KING

L'accord d'Ogdensburg est cependant loin de sa­
tisfaire le leader du parti conservateur à la Chambre 
des Communes, M. R.-B. Hanson. Dans un discours 
qu'il prononçait, hier, à Toronto, celui-ci l'a dénoncé 
comme une manoeuvre politique et électorale du pré­
sident Roosevelt.

"Ce ne sont pas les Etats-Unis qui assurent notre 
; défense, dit M. Hanson, mais bien la Grande-Breta- 
i gne. Le problème de notre défense, comme de celle 

des Etats-Unis, ne sera résolu que par une victoire de 
la Grande-Bretagne, parce que la Grande-Bretagne 
constitue notre première et seule ligne de défense".

"Cette guerre sera gagnée là-bas et non ici. La 
marine et l'aviation britanniques sont les seuls défen­
seurs du continent nord-américain et je crois que nos 
bons voisins du Sud commencent à s'en apercevoir".

Le leader conservateur est d'avis que . c'est M. 
Roosevelt et non M. King qui a pris l'initiative des con­
versations d'Ogdensburg: "Si je comprends bien l'af­
faire, cette rencontre avait pour but, en partie du 
moins, d'aider le président à se maintenir à son poste".

M. Hanson n'y va pas, comme l'on voit, par quatre
chemins. Il ne se cache pas non plus pour dire la mé­
fiance qu'il entretient à l'endroit de l'aide des Etats- 
Unis au Canada, ce qui lui permet, à la manière des 
"loyalists" de Toronto, d'agiter le drapeau, de faire 
du "flag-waving": "Si le jour vient où nous soyons 
obligés d'arborer le drapeau étoilé et de nous défendre 
avec l'aide des armées américaines, je crains que, ce 
jour-là, nous soyons également obligés de descendre 
.•'"Union Jack" pour ne plus le voir flotter au-dessus 
de nos têtes".

Où l'on voit que le vieux parti tory, sous la direc­
tion de M. Hanson, reste fidèle à sa tradition de loya­
lisme farouche et d'opposition à tout rapprochement 
avec les Etats-Unis. Le Canada, pour M Hanson et 
les partisans de celui-ci, doit être pays de l'Empire et 
non pays d'Amérique. — E. 6. h’-v&é/*
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//*World Slavery
There are still some people, even in this 

country, who are going about in a fool's para­
dise engendered by the.firmly held belief that 
German invasion of this continent can never 
come to pass. For them, there is a particularly 
strong warning in the speech delivered by 
Premier W. I* Mackenzie King. He points out 
that, even if no Nazi ever set foot in North 
America, a German victory would force the 
democracies on this continent into regimenta­
tion and make u$ “hewers of- wood and drawers 
of water for the new economic masters of the 
world.” >•

That is the effectual answer to all isolation­
ists either in this country or on the other side 
of the border. Mr. King states in no uncertain 
terms that the Western Hemisphere cannot 
afford a Nazi victory, and anyone who looks 
beyond the mere physical dangers should 
recognize that fact at once.

#i - ; t ça
■ It may sonny strange to speak of isolation­
ists in Canada, but we do have them here. 
True, everyone here wants Britain to win this 
wàr, but there are still people in this country 
WHO are lukewarm in their support of sending 
aid to the Mother Country, people who still 
cling to the tfieôry that we should defend our 
own shores and let Europe look after her own 
problems.

These people place their dependence In the 
United States. They take the view, more or 
1esd openly, that: Canada has nothing to fear 
from the Nazi menace. They believe that the 
United States, standing aloof from the war, 
would not allow Germany, no matter how 
great a 'Victory she might win, to establish 
herself on this continent, that our American 
neighbors, if Germany ever came to the point 
of dictating terms, would step in and claim 
Canada, taking us under their protective wing.

4 That, of course, is probably exactly what 
‘would happen should the extreme of disaster 
occur. But, it is a thought from which we can 
•take cold comfort indeed.

win this war, as Mr. King ■ 
points out, the nations on this continent 
would be the sole remaining representatives of 
democracy. What i« more, they would be the 
only countries still ^holding firm to the sound 
economic* doctrines which are a part of 
democracy.

Canada and the United States, however, 
cannot live to themselves economically. They 
are great producing countries. They must 
export goods, or they must stagnate in a 
back-wash of isolation.

What chance would we have, with Germany 
in control of all our European markets, of 
carrying on world trade on the basis of our 
economy? Hitler would be the dictator of the 
money systems of the world, the sole arbiter 
of trade. He would dictate his own terms, and 
those terms wrould be of a kind to force this 
country and the United States, either sep­
arately or jointly, to descend to his economic 
level or to. sit tightly within their own borders 
and be slowly crushed to death under our 
surpluses.

No matter how we look on it, Hitler must 
hot win. Such a victory means death and 
slavery fqr the world, the new as well as the 
Old. It is not only with guns and planes and 
tanks that he could conquer this continent. 
He could strangle us to death with rubber 
money. A
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Mr. King's Address
/ The speeches in the radio broadcast 
'series, “Let’s Face the Facts,” have all been 
notable contributions to the war discussion. 
For the most part, starting with the address 
by Dorothy Thompson, they have given a 
picture of what the democracies of the world 
are facing in this struggle and have 
impressed on those who heard them the 
“fight-to-a-finish” nature of the conflict.

Prime Minister Mackenzie King, in his 
contribution to the series Sunday night, 
added another fact which must be faced, a 
fact which is persistently overlooked by 
isolationists in the United States and by 
certain individuals within the Empire who 
might be called Empire isolationists, men 
who fear contacts or associations outside the 
Empire.

Mr. King set it forth that even if this 
continent is not invaded, as Canadians feel 
quite sure it will not, the continued domina- 
iion of continental Europe by the totalitarian 
States will mean the destruction of 
democracy on this side of the Atlantic by 
economic methods. Consequenty, it is neces­
sary to destroy the dictators* domination of 
Europe, it is necessary to liberate Europe as 
a matter of the safety of this continent, if 
for no other reason. It will require the 
combined strength of all the democracies to 
achieve that result. Beating off a Nazi attack 
in Britain alone is not sufficient to effect 
the liberation of Europe.

It is to be hoped that United States 
isolationists heard Mr. King’s argument, and 
that Empire isolationists noted it, for it set 
forth the grounds on which it is necessary 
that the remaining democracies of the world 
must co-operate in dealing with a dictator- 
dominated Europe and the necessity for the 
closest co-operation in the defence of every 
acre of democratic territory. Such co-opera­
tion in the war , both abroad and on this side 
of the Atlantic, is growing rapidly. So far 
the greatest step yet taken is the arrangement 
for mutual defence between Canada and the 
United States which is linked with the British 
transfer of sites for war bases in the islands 
along the Atlantic coast. Total co-operation, 
towards which the present arrangements are 
a big move, is necessary to prevent Europe 
becoming a total economic-military state 
dominating the world. J
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M. Mackenzie King découvre la géo­
graphie et la marine américaine

Le rôle, soudain mis en lumière par le premir ministre, 
qu'ont joui dans notre protection les océans Atlanta 
que et Pacifique et la patrouille de ces océans par les 
vaisseaux de nos puissants voisins — Une évolution 
— Vers un rapprochement anglo-américain de plus en 
plus étroit — M. André Siegfried et le groupe des “co­
lonials” satisfaits

(Par Léopold RICHER)
Ottawa, 5-1X-40 —Les Canadiens, 

ces jours-ci, ont mangé et bu de 
l'éloquence guerrière et démocrati­
que. Plusieurs membres du cabi­
net et le chef de l’opposition ont 
fait des discours. Ç'a clé une orgie 
de paroles d’un bout à l’autre du 
pays. Si les Canadiens ne savent 
pas encore pourquoi, de l’avis du 
gouvernement King-Lapoinle, leur 
pays est en guerre et contre quoi 
il est censé combattre, ils ne peu­
vent tout de même pas accuser lus 
politiciens d’Ottawa d’avoir épar­
gné leur salive pour tirer la popu­
lation de son ignorance. Les poli­
ticiens ont lout dit ce qu’ils pou­
vaient dire pour justifier leur cau­
se et ils ont, du coup, répété tout 
Cé qu'ils avaient dit là-dessus de­
puis un an. L’ensemble des dis­
cours constitue un dossier considé­
rable quant à la" quantité, s’il est 
moins imposant quant à la qualité.

A tout seigneur tout honneur. Le 
premier ministre, M. Mackenzie 
King, a parlé à la radio dimanche 
soir, 1er septembre 1940, à l’occa­
sion de l’anniversaire du début de 
la guerre. Comme la fête du travail 
tombait le lendemain, il s’est adres­
sé. aux travailleurs d’une façon 
tôute particulière. M. Mackenzie 
King a parlé de bien des choses: 
du peuplement du Canada et des 
Etats-Unis par des immigrants bri­
tanniques, des pionniers fiançais 
en notre pays, de la liberté, de la 
démocratie, de la guerre, des suc­
cès et des ressources de l’ennemi, 
de la coopération des Etats-Unis, 
du danger que l’Etat totalitaire re­
présenté pôur notre continent, de 
l’excellence du rôle des travail­
leurs dans le présent conflit. Dis­
cours modéré. Des idées générales 
et quelques faits saillants. Le tout 
destiné à convaincre les Canadien-, 
de la nécessité d’un effort de guer­
re accéléré.

! M. Mackenzie King a fait quel- 
ques déclarations qui méritent d’ê­
tre relevées. Ainsi il a souligné le 
rôle prépondérant joué par la géo­
graphie dans le développement du 
Canada el dans la paix dont nous 
avons joui sur .e continent nord- 
américain. “Nous avons raison d’e­
tre fiers de la liberté telle qu’écrite 
dans notre histoire romantique. 
Xous devons aussi à la géographie 
de nous avoir assuré sa protection. 
Xous nous sommes développés 
comme nation dans un territoire 
isolé par les océans Atlantique cl 
Pacifique des menaces d'une inva­
sion soudaine. La marine britanni­
que, et durant le dernier siècle, la 
marine des Etats-Unis, qui faisaient 
la patrouille de ces océans, assu­
raient à notre développement na­
tional une pleine sécurité. Le temps 
et l'espace ont travaillé pour le Ca­
nada. C'est à l’héritage d'institu­
tions politiques libres ainsi assu­
rées et protégées par l’association 
de d’histoire et de la géographie, 
que la démocratie doit son exis­
tence même aujourd’hui sur le con­
tinent nord-américain”.

La géographie commence 
à s'affirmer

Arrêtons-nous un peu. Voici que 
le premier ministre du Canada ose, 
oui, ose parler de la géographie, 
comme le Devoir en a entretenu ses 
lecteurs depuis des années. Nous 
devons aussi à la géographie de 
nous avoir assuré sa protection, 
a-t-il dit. Qu’est-ce que la géogra­
phie vient (aire ici? Qu’a fait la géo 
graphie pour assurer notre protec­
tion? Il nous semblait, après avoir 
entendu Ks politiciens d’Ottawa de­
puis quatre ans, que la géographie 
n’avait rien eu à faire en cela. Som­
mes-nous pays d’Amérique? Evi­
demment. répondaient les politi­
ciens, nous sommes pays d’Europe.

Q ’>
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Et tout ce qui concerne l’Europe 
nous concerne. Et tout ce qui affec­
te l’Europe nous affecte. M. André 
Siegfried remarquait bien, au cours 
de ses enquêtes chez nous, que quel­
ques Canadiens, après avoir jetc un 
regard sur une carte géographique,1 
s’avisaient de penser que le Canada 
était pays d’Amérique. Mais, en bon 
Européen, il se réjouissait que cette 
croyance ne fût pas partagée par les 
dirigeants et le groupe des colonials 
satisfaits.

Comment le Canada s’csl-i! déve­
loppé? Ouvrons bien les oreilles, M 
Mackenzie King va le dire: “Noue 
nous sommes développés comme na­
tion dans un territoire isolé par les 
océans Atlantique et Pacifique des 
menaces d’une invasion soudaine ” 
Non, non. cela n’est pas possible. 
Il y a quelque chose qui ne va plus 
du tout. On nous a changé notre 
premier ministre depuis une quin­
zaine de jours. Jl ne parle plus com­
me d’habitude. Voici que les océans 
Atlantique et Pacifique ont eu un 
rôle à jouer dans le développement 
dé notre pays! Et — ce qui est beau­
coup, beaucoup plus grave — les 
océans nuus protègent et nous ont 
protégés contre les menaces d’inva- 
si on soudaine! C’est impossible, on 
a dû mal transcrire les paroles du 
premier ministre. M. Mackenzie 
King n’a plus le droit de parler ain 
si, maintenant que nous sommes en 
très en guerre parce que nous étions 
censés etre sujets aux attaques! Al- 
lez-v voir! M. Mackenzie King a le 
droit de parler comme il le veut, de 
dire aujourd’hui ce qu’il ne voulait 
pas exprimer il y a un an, d’expo­
ser maintenant une thèse qui contre 
dit celle qu’il soutenait naguère.

Le Canada est protégé par la géo­
graphie tout, d’abord, par les deux 
océans. I» faut l’admettre puisque 
M. Mackenzie King lui-même, après 
douze mois de guerre, l’affirme 
comme s’il l’avait toujours pensé. 
Le Canada est protégé par autre 
chose. “La marine britannique, a dit 
M. King, et, durant le dernier siècle, 
la marine des Etats-Unis, qui fai­
saient la patrouille de ces océans, 
assuraient à notre développement 
national une pleine sécurité”. M 
Mackenzie King doit faire erreur.
Il a mal lu les discours de ses mi­
nistres et du chef de l’opposition. 
Ces messieurs n’ont jamais, que nous 
sachions, attribué le moindre rôle à 
la marine des Etats-Unis. Pour le 
Canada, la marine des Etals-Unis 
n'a jamais existé. Seule la marine 
britannique assurait la défense du 
Canâda. La Gazette de Montréal, le

Toronto Telegram, le Globe Sr Mail, 
tous les politiciens libéraux et con­
servateurs d’Ottawa, les ministres, 
lés aspirants-ministres, presque tous 
les députés du premier cl du der­
nier rang ont toujours abondam­
ment parlé de la marine britanni­
que. mais ils n'ont jamais soupçon­
né l’existence de la marine améri­
caine.

La marine étatsunienne
Il faut que quelque chose soit 

changé dans la situation interna­
tionale, pour que le premier minis- \ 
tre du Canada, d’un dominion, 
parle du rôle joué par la marine 
des Elats-Unis dans le développe­
ment de notre pays. Il faut que la 
Grande-Bretagne compte de plus 
en plus sur l’aide de nos voisins, 
pour que pareil coup puisse impu­
nément dire porté à tous nos flag- 
wavers de la politique et de la 
presse. Il est effrayant de constater 
IOut ce que la réalité et l’intérêt 
contraignent les politiciens et les 
scribes de ravaler. Jamais on n’au­
rait cru qu’un homme pouvait dire 
en public que, au cours du siècle 
dernier, la marine des Etats-Unis 
a eu sa part de la protection de 
notre territoire et de nos institu­
tions. La chose était tout à fait 
inimaginable. Ce qui aurait été 
interprété comme un blasphème il 
y a quelque temps à peine, un 
homme ose le dire maintenant. Et 
e'çst le premier ministre lui-mê­
me. Inclinons-nous devant cet 
excès de sincérité.

L’aide des Etats-Unis, on la dé­
sire, on la veut de toutes ses forces. 
On la veut entière, immédiate, dé­
cisive. Dans son discours de diman­
che. M. Mackenzie. King a exploité 
l’idée que nous énoncions hier, à 
savoir que la perte des marchés 
extérieurs pourrait entraîner pour 
lés Etats-Unis des conséquences 
graves. “Les marchés qui jusqu’ici 
étaient ouverts aux travailleurs, aux 
producteurs du continent nord- 
américain disparaîtront, a décla­
ré le premier ministre. Outre-mer 
nous serons forcés de rivaliser avec 
des déclassés. Nous, du continent 
nord-américain, serons de plus en 
plus sujets à la compétition de 
pays enrégimentés. Dans un vain 
effort pour maintenir notre façon 
de vivre, nous serons forcés de 
faire du commerce presque ex­
clusivement entre nous. Et len­

tement, certainement et inexo­
rablement nous aussi nous de­
viendrons des conscrits”. Par 
conséquent si les Américains ne 
veulent pas devenir des cons­
crits, ils savent ce qu’ils ont à 
faire. Voilà comment le premier 
ministre du Canada envisage son 
rôle. Il veut être l’instrument d’un

rapprochement pratique et effi­
cace anglo-américain. Ainsi s’ex­
plique la part qu’il attribue subite­
ment, dans le développement du 
Canada, à la géographie et à la 
marine des Etats-Unis. >

Léopold RICHERyjf

i
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The Long War is Beginning
THE Prime Minister's speech on Sunday was 

clearly intended as an attempt to dissuade the 
Canadian, and probably also the American, people 
from running away with the idea that the war is now 
won because Hitler's bombers have not succeeded in 
paralyzing either the munitions production or the 
will to fight of the people of Great Britain. As such 
it was a much-needed pronouncement. The people of 
this continent, the Americans even more than our­
selves, are prone to extremes of optimism and pessi­
mism; a conflict, with us, is always either being 
rapidly won or rapidly lost, according to the appear­
ances at the moment, and we do not understand the 
situation in which there is good hope for a win IF we 
put forth our utmost exertions for a long time, and 
every prospect of a loss IF we slacken off in our 
endeavors. Six weeks ago many Americans had the 
British Empire all washed out, and quite a number 
of Canadians were ready to go with them and start 
figuring out a new world with London reduced to the 
status of Lisbon or present-day Vienna. Today the 
same Americans, and some of the same Canadians, 
are talking as if we were never going to need the 
Empire Air Training Scheme except for the next 
war, the present one being finished in our favor 
already.

Mr. King reminded us that the Germans have 
scarcely begun as yet to cash in on the economic 
withdrawn from circulation without visible cause, 
that nobody is paying any attention. In matters of 
this kind the daily newspapers have long ceased to 
reflect the interests and attitudes of a large part of 
the population. The Montreal Gazette and Le Cana­
da can be perfectly contented in these days without 
their contentment affording any proof of a similar 
condition among the masses in their province. The 
Toronto Telegram and l'Action Catholique of Que­
bec are different in many respects, but they are 
much alike in their readiness to see Communism 
where the working people of their respective com­
munities see only an ardent interest in the advance­
ment of the working classes.

And we may add that there is likely to be as 
much resentment among working people about the 
persons, not labor leaders, who are being released 
from internment as about the persons who are being 
subjected to it, and this also finds no reflection in 
the daily press.
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Let's Face 
These Facts

This week Canada’s Prime Min­
ister made a talk on a subject near 
to his heart: the place of labor in 
the modern world. He appeared on 
the “Let's Face the Facts” series of 
broadcasts.

A set of facts which the P. M. did 
not face either in his broadcast or 
in his administration is giving in­
dustrialists and governmental ex­
ecutives some sleepless nights.

Here are the facts:
1. There is a shortage of highly 

skilled men in many key indus­
tries. To keep up to schedules, in­
dustry cannot afford to lose even 
for a month any man whose work 
cannot be done by someone else.

2. The National Labor Supply 
Council, appointed by the Govern­
ment to deal with such questions, 
recognized the problem and 
worked out a system of exemp­
tions and “staggered” training.

3. Ignoring the urgent necessi­
ties of war supply and forgetting 
the existence of the Labor Coun­
cil, the Departments of National 
Defense and of National War 
Services decided that there would 
be no exemptions from the mili­
tary training drafts.

This week industrialists were 
pressing upon Ottawa their claim to 
be allowed to keep those keymen 
who cannot be replaced and who 
are worth—in war effort—as much 
as a hundred ordinary draftees. Mr. 
King was forced to turn from the 
delivery of an academic speech on 
labor to deal with a real labor prob­
lem that had grown up because no 
one was co-ordinating the war ef­
forts of his various departments. It 

as though some departments 
/ernment were slated to re- 
ome of their steps so that all 
jet pointed in the same direc- 

/
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Subject

Let's Face 
These Facts

This week Canada’s Prime Min­
ister made a talk on a subject near 
to his heart: the place of labor in 
the modern world. He appeared on 
the ‘■Let’s Face the Facts" series of 
broadcasts.

A set of facts which the P. M. did 
not face either in his broadcast or 
in his administration is giving in­
dustrialists and governmental ex­
ecutives some sleepless nights.

Here are the facts:
1. There is a shortage of highly 

skilled men in many key indus­
tries. To keep up to schedules, in­
dustry cannot afford to lose even 
for a month any man whose work 
cannot be done by someone else.

2. The National Labor Supply 
Council, appointed by the Govern­
ment to deal with such questions, 
recognized the problem and 
worked out a system of exemp­
tions and ‘•staggered" training.

3. Ignoring the urgent necessi­
ties of war supply and forgetting 
the existence of the Labor Coun­
cil. the Departments of National 
Defense and of National War 
Services decided that there would 
be no exemptions from the mili­
tary training drafts.

This week industrialists were 
pressing upon Ottawa their claim to 
be allowed to keep those keymen 
who can not be replaced and who 
are worth—in war effort—as much 
as a hundred ordinary draftees. Mr. 
King was forced to turn from the 
delivery of an academic speech on 
labor to deal with a real labor prob­
lem that had grown up because no 
one was co-ordinating the war ef­
forts of his various departments. It 
looked as though some departments 
of Government were slated to re­
trace some of their steps so that all 
cgftild get pointed in the same direc-
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A. 5828
Speech by the Prime Minister at the dinner

In honour of United States Journalists

September 25. 1940.

Mr. Reid, Mr. Howell,

other members of the Press of the united States, 

and other gentlemen present.

Purpose of tour - no speeches.

I have been told by Mr. Davies and other officers 

of the Canadian Press who have had in hand the arrangements 

for the tour of visiting Journalists from the United States 

that the purpose of the tour is one of observation in 

relation more particularly to Canada's war effort.

I have also been told that such moments of re­

creation as might be afforded en route were not to be marred 

by speeches either before or after dinner <— particularly 

speeches by politloana — whose measure is usually much better 

known to members of the Journalistic profession than to them­

selves .

1 wish, therefore. Immediately to assure all 

present that unless it would occasion disappointment to 

others not to be called upon, mine will be the only speech 

to which, out of courtesy, you may be called upon to listen.

I promise you that it will be brief.
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Nam» of Journalists -
Compliment and national honour - aoknowladamant of. 

fhanka '£'6 those present (1) who planned tour.
(3) who opt of busy and important Uvea kTv5 up a week.

When my colleagues and I received the names of those 

«ho had accepted the Invitation of the Canadian Press to parti­

cipate in the present tour, we felt that the compliment paid 

in this way to Canada had been a very real one, and that it 

would be the wish of the citizens of our country that we should 

▼lew it as a national honour, and avail ourselves of some 

appropriate occasion so to express their feelings as well as 

our own. It is with this in mind, that 1 should like, «hile 

we are gathered in the informal manner in which we are about 

this table this evening, to thank (1) those present to whom 

Canada owes the inauguration of the tour and its planning and, 

(2) particularly, those present who, out of very busy and 

important lives, have generously been prepared to give an 

entire week to form, with their neighbours, a more intimate 

acquaintance, and to learn at first hand, acme thing more of 

Canada*s part in the present war.

Thanks to Davies and Stfton -
tour a oontrlbutTon to war effort.

Perhaps I nay he pardoned If I express, first of 

all, to Mr. Davies, the President of the Canadian Prase, and 

Mr. Victor Slfton, the Vice-President, and through them the
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other officers end member», the very wan?; thanks of the 

Government for the thought of the tour and Its arrangement», 

and for the admirable manner In which, I understand, It 1» 

being carried out. A service of the kind, atra time such a» 

the present. Is in itself a very real contribution to the 

ear effort not of our country only but to that of the British 

Commonwealth of Nations as a whole.

To P. 3, visitors - time and thought - a privilege -
a hr ghfc pagel

To you, gentlemen, whose time and thought 1» given 

so completely (1) to the dissemination of accurate information 

and (2) the moulding of public thought and opinion, and who 

are (3) so representative of all that is beet in Journalism In 

the United States, I should like to say that, as individuals, 

we feel privileged indeed to have this opportunity of meeting 

so many of those whose names are so familiar to all of us but 

whom, thus far, most of us have not had the pleasure of meeting, 

and that collectively the people of Canada will view, as a 

bright pegs of this country at a time of war, the one which for 

all time will record the pleasure of your visit In our midst.



To sec Canada at a t 
Weloome as nolghb 

Visit evidence Grateful £6

time of war and at war.
boura and allies.
~’"of lntereat~Tn cause.
F"aympathy and go-operation»

You have come to aea Canada, not only at a time of 

war, but to eee Canada at war — at war with the moat power­

ful enemy that, thus far, has threatened the freedom and well­

being of mankind. We welcome you aa neighbours, aa friends, 

aa well-wishers, and, so far as the laws of a neutral country 

will permit, or can be stretched, aa allies In a great cause 

to which we have pledged ourselves, our honour, our loyalty, 

our material resources, and our lives. We know that were It 
not for (1) the profound Interest which you have In the cause 

for which we are fighting, were It not (2) for the full appre­

ciation you have of the significance of the conflict In Its 
relation .to your own country and all that pertains to lte 

freedom, you would not be here tonight, and certainly would 

not be spending a week In our midst. We are therefore deeply 

grateful for this very generous and very practical expression 

of your sympathy, good-will and, may I add, co-operatlon.

We have had,during this period of war, many visits 

from Individual journalists, some from the United Kingdom, 

and many, I am happy to say, from the United States. In times 

of pesos, we have also bed memorable visits from associations
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of Journal le te within and without the Empire. At no time, 
however, more than the preeent, could it so truly be eaid 
that a friend in need was a friend Indeed, and of no vieit 
that it could have expressed more in the way of friendship.
For this, alike in the name of the Government and of the 
people of Canada, I should like to thank you moat warmly.

Opportunity to gain fullest Information and knowledge.Nothing to conceal - Indentions or actions.
I need scarcely say that the Government shall 

welcome your being given every opportunity of gaining the 
fullest possible knowledge of what, in the present war, this 
young country, with its population distinctly limited in 
numbers, has contributed, is contributing,and hopes to be able 
to continue to contribute to the successful prosecution of the 
war. We would like you, at the time at your disposal, to see 
as much as you possibly can, and, in other ways, to gain as 
much information as you possibly can. There is nothing in our 
intentions or in our actions that we desire to conceal beyond 
what, if disclosed, would be of service to e common enemy. At 
a time of war, as at no other time, it can truly be said that 
"actions are louder then words".



Only half clôture of war effort In Canada.
At entry ol* war scene of hostilities distant.

There Is one thing, however, that I would ask you 
to keep In mind. It la that, at most, but half the picture 

of Canada's war effort Is to be gained from anything you may 

■ee in Canada itself* When Canada entered the war, which 

she did within ten days after the German forces had rolled 
in upon Poland, the scene of hostilities was far distant.

We had no illusions about the danger of its spread or how 

wide it was likely to prove. Indeed, I think it is true to 

say that, from the beginning, we visualized a possible emer­
gence into a world conflict. Y/hat we did not see was the 
rapidity with which events would take place nor the very great 

power and rufchlessness of the enemy. We believed time to be 
on our side.

Ret invasion of our own land. - 3 line» of defenoe.
As regards the possibility of invasion of our own 

land, we recognised three smjor lines of defenoet the Maginot 
line was one, the British Channel was another, and our own 
Atlantic seaboard and coasts the third. From the outset, our 
strategy, based on that of the allied powers, was that of 
having war waged as largely a» possible on the most distant 
front, and making our contribution accordingly. In consultation
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and co-operation with the British authorities, our effort 
accordingly was directed to the sending of men, munitions 
and supplies across the seas and In planning to do this 
In the manner likely to be moat effective In a war that,
In sill probability, would last for three or four years.

Maginot Line no longer a first defence - —"u1T1 stî 'Channel Lonëjoîn--------
!-’ur forces placed at disposal of Britain.

sufficient to see war organisation at home.
In this war, to thwart aggression which alms at 

world domination, the Maginot Line Is no longer a line of first 
defence. That line, as we all know only too well. Is now the 
British Channel. Behind It, the city of London has beooaie the 
citadel of the world's freedom. As the British Ieles have 
become Increasingly the centre of hostilities, and Britain has 
found It Increasingly necessary to protect her own land and 
shores by such military, naval and air force» as were Immediately 
at her command, we In Canada have Increasingly placed at the 
disposal of Britain herself In the manner that might moet 
effectively meet the présentais ltuatlan, what. In the way of 
fighting forces and material, we have bean able to send. In 
seeking to visualise In lte true proportion such contributions 
as Canada has, thus far, been able to make, it Is not sufficient 
that you should see something of our war organisation at honst
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100,000 men under arma In Canada today, 
the training oampa,
the ooaet defences and naval stations, 
the progress of the Commonwealth Air Training Plan, 
the munitions and war equipment Industries, 
the steps more recently taken for the mobilization of 

our human and material resources,

not to mention lesser Incidental natters such as:

the Internment campe for war prisoners, and refugees, 
the care of children from overseas, 
the extent of tasatlon and borrowing, by which the 

entire effort le supported,

you must also allow your mind to dwell upon (1) the Canadian 

divisions which narrowly escaped active service on the coasts 

of Norway and on the fields of Prance and which today constitute 

all but In name the major portion of the best equipped army 

corps In the British Isles. You have also to think of (2) 

Canadian battalions that, for months past, have been In Mew 

Foundland, Iceland, Bermuda, and In the West Indies;,(3) of a 

Canadian Naval Service, small but efficient, which, from the 

outbreak of war, has assisted In convoy duty between this new 

world and the old, and has not hesitated to send what few 

destroyers It had Into European waters, leaving our own coasts, 

for the time being, largely undefended; and, finally (4) a 

Canadian Air Force that already has contributed numbers of men 

to the Royal Air Force, end has fluting squadrons of Its own 

actively participating In the battle» of the air In the defence 

of Britain»



You have also to recall that we have not hesitated,

realizing how emergent the situation Is, to part with a not 

Inconsiderable portion of our own equipment and munitions, 

aircraft, guns, and other supplies, believing, as I have said 

that victory to cause and country alike would, in the end, be 

won with greater certainty and more quickly by the extent to 

which it is possible to support the first line of defence*

Anglo-American Relations*
Mention of those facts brings me, naturally and 

Inevitably, to just a word about Anglo-American relations of 

which I hope I may, without danger of being either misunder­

stood or misinterpreted, say just a word* 1 hat we have done 

and are doing in the directions I have mentioned has been done 

and la being done for Britain, it is true, but in no less 
certain and equal measure for ourselves* May I add that I 

believe tit may in its effects rightly be viewed as something 
which has been done for the United States as well* We, each 

in our own way, have been looking after our own interests, 

but we have been helping each other as well# What, perhaps, 

we aré coming to see more clearly than we ever have before 

is that what we call our own interests, in a world like that 
in which we are living today, are bound up immeasurably and,

I might also say, irrevocably in the interests of those whose 

national aime, actions and ideals are similar to our own*
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We are coming to discern more of the res eternltatls - 

the eternal truths, the scriptural truths: Mo man and no 

nation llveth to Itself. We are our brothers keepers. 

Obviously, we could not have dared to Incur the risks we 

have Incurred had our frontier resembled that of the 

frontiers of the countries of Rurope, or had we had, as 

an Immediate no labour, other than the most understanding, 

the most friendly, and the most powerful of nations.

Confidence given Canada by practical expression of support.

I should like you to know that that support and 

the practical expressions that have been given to it so 

constantly all along the way has enabled us to do and to 

risk what we have with a confidence without which it would 

have been extremely difficult to effect very much.

Reapect for each others common interest.

Speaking the truth, we have each seen and have 

each had great respect for each other’s problem. What we 

have all come Increasingly to see is the need for the 

closest possible oo-operation In their solution and how 

great a community of Interests we have In the preservation 

of the freedom on which Is based the Christian civilisation 

which we hold in common.
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The Canada-United States permanent Defence Board, 

the naval bases and air facilities granted the United States 

In Newfoundland, Bermuda, and other British poaaessslona In 

the Atlantic, the destroyers transferred, or taLng transferred 

from the United tates to British fleets, speak, as words 

could never speak, of the recognition of a common purpose, 

but also of a common danger, a common need, and of the necessity 

of action in common.
Bone-

, „ — War with Hltleri Peace /1th herself.

I have made mention of the visits of other 

journalists to Canada. An observation, as made by one of 

them, has given me personally a feeling of pride, which I 

believe Is shared by the Canadian people generally, greater 

than almost any which It would be difficult to express in 

words, the visitor was Mr. John Bohn, of the Manchester 

Guardian. Writing of his impressions, Mr. Bohn said*

"I found in Canada a nation at war with Hitler, and at peace 

with herself". That, gentlemen, was a profound and penetrating 

perception and a very great national tribute. It revealed sn 

insight into the very soul of the Canadian people

War with Hitler for reasons which explain peace with ourselves.

We are at war with Hitler, and the reasons help also 

to explain why we are at peace with oulUsel ves.
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Canada* a three loyalties.

In her national and International relations,

Canada has had three loyalties of which she has constantly 

sought to take account.

The first has been the loyalty to herself, which 

has made her a nation in her own ri#it, possessing all the 

attributes of nationhood in her own eyes and in the eyes of 

others. That has relieved her citizens of any feeling of 

subordination, and lies at the very basis of her unity.

There lias been no compulsion about anything Can«da has done 

in the present war. What she has done has been of her own 

volition and the free action of a free Parliament. Had there 

been compulsion, had there been commitments involving this 
country in war overseas, before the place, the time, and the 

cause of the war itself was fully known and understood, I 

question if Canada would have gone to war at all. And, if at 

war, certainly not as a united nation.

The second loyalty has been that which we owe to 
the British Commonwealth of Nations of which we are one.
The loyalty begotten of the stock to which many of us belong, 
but even more of what we feel we owe in the way of freedom 
to British institutions and the security of that freedom 
through membership in the British Empire. In the rise of 
Hitlerism and the extension of Nasi power, we have seen
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freedom itself menaced as never before in the history of 
mankind.

There has been, too, a loyalty felt, perhaps most 
strongly by those who were more zealously pacifist in their 
feelings and professions - a loyalty to the League of Nations 
and the principles on which that great institution was founded. 
This loyalty possessed in common by all political parties, 
over many years, had begotten a sense of obligation in parti­
cular to the smaller and less powerful nations, especially 
where they were the actual or threatened victims of aggression. 
We had watched with feelings of indignation, the marching into 
the Rhur in violation of obligations of Locarno; Hitler’s 
annexation of Austria; the broken pledges of Munich, and the 
conquest of Czechoslovakia, with the result that when Poland 
next was threatened, and Britain and France had pledged their 
all in an effort to thwart further aggression in Europe, we 
had to become fully conscious of the significance of that 
aggression, not to Europe only, but to the world.

Reason» for prompt and united entry into war.
It is true that the many ties which have united us 

through the years with the British Isles, associations with 
the British Crown,made more real and Inspiring by the recent 
vlalt to this continent of our King and Queen, and the faot



that the stocks of Canada itself is so largely those of 
French and British origin, and that the alliance of French 
and English in Europe was paralleled by the more perfect 
union of Interest and purpose by those of English and French 
descent in our own land, all this helped to make natural and 
almost inevitable the prompt and united entry of Canada into 
the war#

Something more profound and beneath all this.
I believe, however, there was something even more 

profound than all this, and which our people with their 
youthful vision and idealism were quick to see and to sense. 
Long before the invasion of Poland, we had viewed with alarm 
(1) the rise of dictatorships in Europe; (2) the destruction 
of free political institutions; (3) the growth of the totali­
tarian states; (4) the substitution of force for reason in 
matters of government, and, above all else, (5) the use of 
all these instruments and instrumentalities to crush out the 
things that, as a people, from our earliest childhood, we had 
learned, above all else, to reverence* faith in Ood, and if 
not love, at least regard, for our fellowmen. In a word, 
all that could be best described as a Christian civilisation.
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War between powers of darkness and powers of light.
We have recognized this war was not so much a 

war between nations as a war between what wo believe to 
be the powers of darkness and the powers of light*
Having sensed all this, having felt all this, believing 
all this, we could not be other than at war with Hitler 
in the present conflict and being a country at war against 
what we profoundly believe to be the powers of evil, to 
say nothing of an enemy who we are convinced seeks to 
dominate the world and to rule it by force, we are a 
country at one with our conscience and ourselves.

World faced with democracy vs. dictatorship - freedom, tyranny.
May I say Just one word in conclusion. As the war 

has progressed, it has become increasingly apparent that not 
Europe only but pretty much the entire world will soon be 
faced with the choice between democracy or dictatorship, the 
former seeking the preservation of freedom, and the latter 
the suppression and the establishment^** years at least, of 
a world tyranny.

War betpossess eed oonoeppoiI Pa 1

The present is something more than a war between
nations or empires, It is a war between entirely opposed 
concepts of human life and human well-being between those who
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seek a monopoly of privilege, possession», and power, and 

those who are at enmity with monopoly in any shape or fora. 

This was true of the struggle that had begun in Europe long 

before the war. It, above all else, lies beneath the war 

today, and it is the problem which beyond the war, will still 

await solution.
Liberty, equality and fraternity has not perished 

for the time being in Prance alone. They are perishing, and 

will continue to perish, wherever democracy in the true sense 

of that word ceases to exist. If democracy is to be preserved 

on this continent, and where else it is bo be found in the •' 

world today, it will not be sufficient to defeat its present 

enemies, it will be ne oessary to restore the ideals and the 

rights which have been trampled in the dust. To restore to 
Prance liberty, equality and fraternity will be one of the 

first tasks, but that task will not be accomplished apart from 
recognition of the fact that liberty, equality and fraternity 
are not the rights of Frenchmen only, but are df the essence 
of democracy everywhere. To that great task all lovers of 
freedom and all whose freedom may be preserved will $çave, as 

never before, to devote their lives. In that great task, as 
was said so splendidly by Mr. Moffat, the American Minister, 

in an address which he gave at the Canadian Club today, Canada
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and the United States, as free democracies continuing to 

live side by side and oo-operate in all foras of highest 

endeavour, should be able to make a contribution not only 

of Infinite value to themselves but to the greater good 

of thé entire world. ,1
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*
September 25, 1940**

Remarks of Prime Minister at dinner given in honour of 
United States Journalists

Mr. ________,

Members of the Press of the United States, 

and other gentlemen present.

I have been told by Mr. Davies and other 

officers of the Canadian Press who have had in hand the 

arrangements for the tour of visiting journalists from 

the United States, that the purpose of the tour is one 

of observation in relation more particularly to Canada's 
war efforty/l have also been told that such moments of 

recreation as might be afforded en route were not to be 

marred bv speeches either before or after dinner, —par­

ticularly speeches by politicians — whose measure is 

usually much better known to members of the journalistic 

profession than to themselvesy/1 wish, therefore, immed­

iately to assure all present that unless it would occasion 

disappointment to others not to be called upon, mine will 

be the only speech to which, out of courtesy, you may be 

called upon to listen. I promise you that it will be

brief.

/«—.When my colleagues and I received the names

those who had accepted the invitation of the Canadian
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Press to participate in the present tour, we felt 
that the compliment paid in this way to Canada had been 
a very real one,''and that it would be the wish of the 
citizens of our country that we should view it as a 
national honour, and avail ourselves of some appropriate 
occasion so to express their feelings as well as our own.y/ 
It is with this in mind that I should like, while we are 
gathered in the informal manner in which we are gathered 
about this table this evening, to thaitic'ihose present 

to whom Canada owes the inauguration of the tour and its 
planning and/^particularly, those present who, out of 

very busy and Important lives, have generously been pre­
pared to give an entire week to form, with their neighbors, 
a more intimate acquaintance^ and to learn at first hand 
something more Canada's part in the present war.

*.-*-*, *-—.«/*»«-Perhaps I may be pardoned if I express, first 
of all, to Mr. Davies, the President of the Canadian Press, 
and Mr. Victor Sifton, the Vice-President, and through 
them the other officers and members, the very warm thanks 
of the Government for the thought of the tour and its 
arrangements, and for the admirable measürV in which, I
understand, it is being carried out. A service of the 
kind, at a time such as the present, is in itself a very 
real contribution to the war effort not of our country
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only but to that of the British Commonwealth of Nations 
as a whole

^ro you, gentlemen, whose time and thought 
is given so completely°to the dissemination of accurate
information an<f*èhe moulding of public opinion, and who 
ar^rfo representative of all that is best in Journalism

in the United States^ I should like to say that, as
individuals, we feel privileged indeed to have this 
opportunity of meeting so many of those whose names are 
so familiar to all of us but whom, thus far, most of us 
have not had the pleasure of meeting^ and that collectively 
the people of Canada will view, as a bright page of this 
country at a time of war, the one which for all time will 
record the pleasure of your visit in our midst,

^---- You have come to see Canada, not only at a
o'* *** **“!!. time of war, but Canada at war.— at war with the most

■inf A-JVowerful enemy that, thus far, has threatened the freedom
and well-being of mankind. We welcome you as neighbours,

^ as friends, as well-wishers, and, so far as the laws of
a neutral country will permit or can be stretched, as 
allies in a great cause to which we have pledged ourselves, 
our honour, our loyalty, our material resources, and our

/lives. /We know that were it not for the profound interest
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which you have in the cause for which we are fighting^/ 
were it not^or the full appreciation you have of the 

significance of the conflict in its relation to your own 
country and all that pertains to its freedom,,/'you would 

not be here tonight, and certainly would not be spending 
a week in our midsty/We are therefore deeply grateful 

for this very generous and very practical expression of 
your sympathy, good-will and, may I add, co-operation 
.. - *> We have had during this period of war, many
visits from individual journalists, some from the United 
Kingdom^and many, I am happy to say, from the United States 
In times of peace, we have also had memorable visits from 
associations of journalists within and without the Empire.

y^4AM44./» Au.
At no time, however, .an I recall feat it could^ so truly 
be said that a friend in need was a friend indeed, or^hat^* 

jtu gfc.it could have expressed more in the way of
friendship. For this, alike in the name of the Government 
and of the people of Canada, I should like to thank you 
most^warmly.

„ . , . I need scarcely say that the Government shallT~X~~ J -----
^ welpame your being given every opportunity of gaining the 
fullest possible knowledge of what, in the present war,

*" this young country, with its population distinctly limited
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in numbers has contributed, is contributing and hopes to 

be able to continue to contribute to the successful prosecu- 

tion of the war. We would like you, at the time at your 

disposal, to see as much as you possibly can, and, in other 

ways, to gain as much information as you possibly can.

There is nothing in our intentions or in our actions that 

we desire to conceal beyond what, if disclosed, would be 

of service to a common enemy. At a time of war, as at no 

other time, it can truly be said that actions are louder
than words/

There is one thing, however, that I would ask

you to keep in mind. It is that, at most, but half the 

picture of Canadafs war effort is to be gained from any-
fit**4* ------------- --------------------------------

y°u may see in Canada Itself. When Canada entered
the war, which she did within ten days after the German 

forces had rolled in upon Poland, the scene of hostilities

was far distant. We had no illusions about the danger of

its spread or how wide it was likely to prove. Indeed, 

I think it is true to say that, from the beginning, we 

visualized a possible emergence into a world conflict.

What we did not see was the rapidity with which events

would take place nor the very great power and ruthlessness 

of the enemy. We believed time to be on our side.
jk
yft..~7ry As regards the possibility of Invasion of our

j *1 own land, we recognized three major lines of defence;
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the Maginot line was one — the British Channel was 
S£ÜUf-j -*0~à’+*4 A*£7*„_V, - another, and our own Atlantic seaboard and coast?, the

third. From the outset^ our strategy^was that of having 
war waged as largely as possible on the most distant 
front, and making our contribution accordingly In 
consultation and co-operation with the British author­
ities, our effort accordingly was directed to the sending 
of men, munitions and supplies across the sea^/and in 
planning to do this in the manner likely to be most 
effective in a war that, in all probability, would last 
for three or four years.

In this war, to thwart aggression which aims at 
world domination, the Maginot Line is no longer a line 
of first defence. That line, as we all sow know only 
too well, is,, the British Channel. Behind it, the city 
of London has become the citadel of the world's freedom. 
As the British Isles have become Increasingly the centre 
of hostilities, and Britain has found it increasingly 
necessary to protect her own land and shores by such 
military, naval and air forces as were immediately at 
her command, we in Canada have increasingly placed at 
the disposal of Britain herself in the manner that might

- —i *

most effectively meet the present situation, what, in 
the way of fighting forces and material, we have been able
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, to send. In seeking to visualize in its true proportion
.4- such contributions as Canada has, thus far, been able

*t/U€^S ***** 1 7
to make, it is not sufficient that ^T*should see some­

A'+'y

thing of our war organization at hornet
the training çamns* 
the coast defences

^.

the progress Of the nommnnwftal fch Air Tm-i^-ing Plan, 
the munitions and war equipment industries, 
the steps more recently taken for themobilization 

of our human and material resources,
not to mention lesser incidental matters such as:

the internment camps for war prisoners, and refugees, 
the care of children from overseas, 
the extent of taxatiop and borrowing. by which the 

entire effort is supported,
you must also allow your mind to dwell upon^he Canadian 

divisions which narrowly escaped active service on the 
coasts of Norway and on the fields of France and which 
today ape-all but in name the^best equipped arirtp|i corps 
in the British Isles. You have also to think oif^anadian

4-* A
battalions that, for months past, have been fr—a—

/W arnl
Iceland

i ir Nmirrniiiiill auiU in Bermuda, and in the West Indies (if a 

Canadian Naval Service, small but efficient, which, from 
the outbreak of war, has assisted in convoy duty between

^ ------------------ —j

this new world and the old, and has not hesitated to send 
what few destroyers it had into European waters, leaving
our own coasts, for the time being, largely undefended;
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Ai * ^* « «ft*-
and finally, of e* Air Force that already has contributed 
numbers of men to the Royal Air Forcerand has fighting^ 
squadrons of its own actively participating in the battles 
of the air in the defence of Britain.

You have also to recall that we have not 
hesitated, realizing how emergent the situation is, _to 
part with a not inconsiderable portion of our own equip­
ment and munitions, aircraft, guns, and other supplies, 
believing, as I have said that victory to cause and country 
alike would-be won^norV^quickly3,1n the end by the extent 
to which it is possible to support the first line of 
defence.
U Mention of these facts brings me naturally, and
inevitably, to just a word about Anglo-American relations 
of which I hope I may,without danger of being either mis­
understood or misinterpreted,*e say Just a word. What we 
have done and are doing in the directions I have mentioned 
has been done and is being done for Britain, it is true,

A* **““ but in no less certain and equal measure for ourselves.
May I add that I believe it may^ rightly be viewed as some- 
thing which has been done for yo«u as well. We, each in
our own way, have been looking after our own interests,

- * ' ' ----------------------------- ———------——

but we have been helping each other as well./What, perhaps,
--------------------------------------- Z

&Y*>

we are coming to see more clearly than we ever have before
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is that what we call our own Interests in a world like
■iiiiiii — law.. 1

that in which we are living today, are Ijoimd up immeasur­
ably and, I might also say, irrevocably in the Interests 
of those whose national aims, actions and ideals aye simijat

# ^to our own,,/Obviously we could not have dared to incur ^ ,
£t / z**‘ a * aj**

rrp*+fy' the risks we have incurred had our frontier resembl ed 7
*------------------ ‘

7 that of the frontiers of the countries of Rurope, or ha*/ avSL 
-we had, as an immediate neighbour, other than the most 

understanding, the most friendly, and the most powerful 
of nations.

I should like you to know that that support
and the practical expressions that have been given to It 
so constantly all along the way has enabled us to do and 
to risk what we have with a confidence without which 1t 
jrould have been extremely difficult to effect very much.
f IkmmdA

Speaking iwoadly we have each 3een and have each had 
great respect for each other's problems. What we have 

^^all come increasingly to see is the need for the closest 
possible co-operation in their solution and how great a 
community of interests we have in the preservation of 
the freedom/which Is based the Christian civilization 
which we hold in common.

fhe Canada-United States Permanent Defence Board, 
the naval bases and air facilities granted the United States
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A

is that what we call our own interests in a world like 
that in which we are living today, are bound up immeasur­
ably and, I might also say, irrevocably in the interests
of those whose national aims, actions and ideals ap similar

a. ~~ *-----j *- tc«~.to our own. -/Obviously we could not have dared to Incur
^ri 11 /r"

the risks we have incurred had our frontier resembled“V.L‘/^---- * -Z/L.
u-uty*" t* 7 that of the frontiers of the countries of Europe, or haW

*— ■we had, as an immediate neighbour, other than the most
understanding, the most friendly, and the most powerful
of nations.

__  ——■—' I should like you to know that that support
jf**?/**4' and the practical expressions that have been given to it

so constantly all along the way has enabled us to do and 
to risk what we have with a confidence without which it 

^_>jrould have been extremely difficult to effect very much.
/&*• rt***44'Speaking -broadly wehave each seen and have each had 

great respect for each other's problems. What we have
/,,a~ *««—

£t„„, ...come increasingly to see is the need for the closest 
possible co-operation in their solution and how great a 
community of interests Ve have in the preservation of 
the freedonjwhich is based the Christian civilization 

which we hold in common.
The Canada-United States Permanent Defence Board, 

the naval bases and air facilities granted the United States

REPEAT 
[REPETITION!
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in Newfoundland, Bermuda and other British possessions 

in the Atlantic, the destroyers transferred, or being 

transferred from the United States to British fleets 

speak as words could never speak of the recognition of 

a common danger common need and of the necessity of
action in common.

I have made mention of the visits of other
k

journalists to Canada* An observation, as made by one 

of them has given me personally a feeling of pride 
which, I believe, is shared by the Canadian people 

generally greater than almost any iflhich it would be 

difficult to express in words• The visitor was Mr* John 

Boh*/of the Manchester Guardian. Writing of his impres­

sions Mr. Bohi* said: ,fI found in Canada a nation at war 

with Hitler^ and at peace with herself." That, gentlemen, 

was a profound and penetrating perception and a very 

great national tribute. It revealed an insight into 

the very soul of the Canadian people. A nation at war
c

with Hitler. J We are at war with Hitler, and reasons 

help also to explain why we are at peace with 
ourselves.

In her national and international relations, 
Canada has had three loyalties of which she has constantly

sought to take account.
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The first has been the loyalty to herself

which has made her a nation in her own right, possessing 

all the attributes of nationhood in her own eyes and in 

the eyes of others . That has relieved her citizens of 

any feeling of subordination, and lies at the very basis 

of her unity. There has been ng compulsion about anything

Canada has done in the present war. What she has done 

has been of her own volition and the free action of a 

free parliament. Had there been compulsion, had there 

been comitments involving this country in war overseas, 

before the place, the time, and the cause of the war 

itself were fully known and understood, I question if 

Canada would have gone to war at all. And, if at war, 

certainly not as a united nation.

The second loyalty has been that which we owe

to the British Commonwealth of Nations of which we are 

one. The loyalty begotten of the stock to which many of 

belong, but even more of what we feel we owe in the 

way of freedom to British institutions and the security 

of that freedom through membership in the British Empire.

In the rise of Hitlerism and the extension of Nazi power, 

we have seen freedom itself menaced as never before in 

the hdbtory of mankind.
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There has been, too, a loyalty felt perhaps 

mof^ strongly by those who were more zealously pacifist 

In their feelings and professions - a loyalty to the 

League of Nations and the principle* on which that great 

institution was founded. This loyalty possessed in common 

by all political parties, over many years, had begotten 

a sense of obligation in particular to the smaller and 

less powerful nations, especially where théy were the 

actual or threatened victims of aggression. We had
W vc-d^A > ' S'*

watched with feelings of indignation, the invasion of

*7 A*t^«~the Rhur in violation of obligations of Locarno, Hitler* s

annexation of Austria, the broken pledges of Munich and 

the conquest of Czechoslovakia, with the result that when 

Poland next was threatened, and Britain and France had 

pledged their all in an effort to thwart further aggression 

in Europe, we had to become fully conscious of the significance

of that aggression not to Europe only but to the world.

It is true that the many ties which have united 

us through the years with the British Isles, associations 

with the British Crown made more real and inspiring by 

the recent visit to this continent of our King and Queen, 

and the fact that the stocks of Canada itself is so largely

those of French and British origin, and that the alliance
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of French and English In Europe was paralleled by the

more perfect union of Interest and purpose by those of

English and French descent In our own lam^, **11 this

helped to make natural and almost Inevitable the prompt

and united entry of Canada into the war.<.-- ---------- -
I believe, however, there was something even

more profound than all this^ and which our people with

their youthful vision and idealism were quick to see and

to sense. Long before the invasion of Poland, we had
If)L viewed with alarm the rise of dictatorships in Europe.

w*-*» ^ ----- — 1 —

^^^fc^r^Q^estructlon of free political lnstltutionsf^he
growth of the totalitarian states, and-, above all/*t?he 

substitution of force for reason in matters of government
s-U (yj

and the use of all thewinstruments and instrumentalities 

to crush out the things that, as a people, from our earliest

childhood, we had learned, above all else, to reverences 

faith in God and, l-ovo»of our fellowmen* In a word, all 

that could be best described as a Christian civilization.

We have recognized this war was not so much 
a war between nations as a war between what we believe

fa i /t«1 *--
^ ^ be the powers of darkness and the powers of light.

*■ *7 Having sensed all this, having felt all this, believing
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all this, we could not be other than at war with Hitler 

In the present conflict and being a country at war against 

what we profoundly believe to be the powers of evil, to 

say nothing of an enemy who we are convinced seeks to 

dominate the world and to rule it by force, we are a 

country at one with our conscience and ourselves♦

. May I say just one word in conclusion. As the

war has progressed, it has become increasingly apparent 

***** ^^^^hat not Europe only but pretty much the entire world

will soon be faced with the choice between democracy
’•it*'--*?»

or dictatorship, the former aiming-«€ the preservation 

of freedom, and the latter suppression and the

establishment, for years at least, of a world tyranny.

The present is something more than a war 

between nations or empires, it is a war between entirely 

, M opposed concepts of human life and human well-being
/Ulbl ------ --------------------------------------- ---------------- - --------------------------------- -

,»» ty#***^ those who seek a monopoly of privilege, possesions
*7 and power, and those who are at enmity with monopoljr in

___ any shape or form. This was true of the struggle that
A»,V

had begun in Europe long before the war. It, above all 

else, lies beneath the war today, and it is the problem 

which, beyond the war, will still await solution.

Liberty, equality and fraternity has not perished 

for the time being in France alone. They are perishing
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and will continue to perish wherever democracy in the true
sense of that word ceases to existe/If democracy is to be

61*^+- ^-7 preserved on this continent and where else it is to be found
JT7L /*+—****f

in ttie world today, it will not he sufficient to defeat its 
1 r'Ur2^ ^^present enemies, it will be necessary to restore the ideals 

and the rights which have been trampled in the dush/ To 

restore to France liberty, equality and fraternity will beVlu. u
one of the first tasks but that task will not be accomplished
apart from recognition of the fact that liberty, equality
qnd fraternity are not the rights of Frenchmen only but are of

To that great task
the essence of democracy, everywhere>/ all lôvers of freedom
and all whose freedom may be preserved will have, as never
before, to devote their lives^/ln that great task as was
said so splendidly by Mr. Moffat, the American Minister, in
an address which he gave at the Canadian Club today, Canada
and the United States, as free democracies continuing to

. gj- m live side by side and co-operate in all forms of highest
/ . , endeavour, should be able to make a contribution not only
------------------
^ of infinite value to themselves^ but to the greater good

J-4A-4* * t ^

of the entire world.
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Refer to Mr. Davies, President
Canadian Press;

r
i

Mr. Victor Sifton,
Vice-President•

Pleaaum of visit.
; /
^ Thanks to journalists. (

)
Thanks to Canadian Press(

guests of the
c ountry.

Those present at table
representative of British Empire, 

of United States,

(ilefer to new public spirit) .

Purpose of visit -

see Canada - at war.

Privilege of visit.

Express appreciation of U.S, in war

1. co-operation
2. propaganda
3. pur attitude towards U.S,opinioi

Express appreciation of relations
with U. S.

V V
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Express view on war chart -

Before the war( Glass revolution
)

Beneath the war( 11 betrayal

Beyond the war( Democracy.

Expansion of England - Seeley 

A national ideal

substitution of reason for force -

world freedom.

Expansion of North American ideal ~

an international ideal.

Why Germany cannot win.,

Test is endurance, based on whether
course of action Is one that can
be indefinitely maintained.

The difference between right
and wrong.

Bohn - a country at war
” peace -

plumb the depths of our lives
emotions 
tthoughts 
words•

Hilton _ deep answering unto deep.



Purpose of Dinner
D„L'SC1

Thanks
Welcome

Government work re Information 
Canada at War

1/2 picture overseas 
Strategy, etc.

3 lines of defence
Anglo-American relations

done for Britain 
" " ourselves
" " United States

thanks for
At War with Hitler

3 loyalties
beneath all — Christian civilizatio: darkness or light

Conclusion
Dictatorship vs. Democracy 
different concepts of life

before,
beneath,

beyond.
Privilege, possessions, power vs. 

liberty, equality, fraternity.
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' wMr. Reid, Mr. Howell,

other members of press of ü. S., 
other gentlemen present

Purpose of Tour —
observation of war effort 
no speeches by politicians

Purpose of dinner
acknowledge National honour 
thanks to Davies, Sifton thanks to U. S. press 
privilege to meet
bright page of country at time of war
welcome — as neighbours, friends 

and well-wishers — allies interest in cause 
significance of conflict
many visits — this most memorable 

friend in need
Government's wish to gain information

attitude towards
Canada at War — only half picture 

basis of our strategy 
1 lines of defence

war organization at home 
what sent overseas
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Anglo-American relations

done for Britain 
" " ourselves
" " United States

how possible 
each for ourselves 
helping one another

thanks for U.S. assistance 
come to see community of interests

Canada at War with Hitler
peace herself

) self
3 loyalties)---Great Britain

) League of Nations
beneath all Christian civilization
a war between Darkness and Light

Conclusion
Dictatorship vs. Democracy for world 
different concepts of life

before ) Privilege, possessions,
beneath)

) , power
iberty, equality, 
fraternitybeyond)
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Dinner in honour of U.S. Journalists

Purpose of tour - 
No speeches.

Names of journalists -
Compliment and national honour. 

Acknowledgment of.

Thanks to those present:
(1) who planned tour,
(2) who out of busy and important

lives give up a week•
Thanks to Davies and Sifton.

Tour - a contribution to war effort.

To U.S. visitors - time and thought.
A privilege - names distinguished.
A bright page.

To see Canada at a time of war, 
and at war.

Welcome as neighbours and allies.

Visit evidence of interest in cause.

Grateful for sympathy and co-operation.

Other visits of journalists - 
Time of need.
None so expressive of friendship.

Opportunity to gain fullest knowledge and 
information.

Nothing to conceal -
intentions or actions.
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Only half picture of war effort in

Canada.
At entry of war, scence of hostilities 

distant.
Re invasion of our own land:

3 lines of defence.
Strategy - distant front.

Contribution accordingly.
Maginot Line, no longer a first defence.
British Channel: London.
Our forces placed at disposal of Britain.
Not sufficient to see war organization 

at home,
but on what has gone abroad.

Army,
Navy,
Air Force.

Equipment and munitions, 
aircraft, guns.

Anglo-American Relations.
Done for Britain, 

for ourselves, 
for you.
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Looking after our own interests, j
helping each other as well. j

Our interests bound up in note of j
similar aims, ideals and actions. I

Canada's contribution possible because j
of understanding, friendly and !

powerful neighbour. |
Confidence given Canada by practical 

expression of support.
List contributions and thank for.
Past and present position,

respect for each other's problems, 
common interest.

Bohn - war with Hitler - peace with 
herself..

War with Hitler for reasons help explain 
peace with ourselves.

Canada's three loyalties:
1. to herself - a nation

no subordination or compulsion 
unity.

2. to British Commonwealth -
British stock, British institu­

tions;
freedom secured menaced by Hitler

3. to League of Nations -
begetting senfle of obligation 

progress of Hitler's aggression 
conscious of significance of aggression.
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Reasons for prompt and united entry
into war. !

Something more profound beneath all this .1
Viewed with alarm rise of dictatorships. I

Crushing Christian civilization. i
War between powers of darkness and 

powers of light.

Conclusion
Darkness and light; everywhere world

faced with democracy or dictatorshi 
freedom - tyranny.

War between opposed concepts of life.
Monopoly of privilege, possessions and 

power, as liberty, equality and 
fraternity.

If democracy to be preserved - must
defeat enemies and restore ideals 

and rights,
first to France ,

All lovers of freedom to seek to further. 
Canada and U.S. working together
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NOTES F CR DINNER, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER THE 25TH.

,? I find in Canada a nation at war with Hitler 

and at peace with herself"

Canada at War with Hitler, because :

1- Gradual realization of the fate that would 

overtake the world if Nazi philosophy 

is allowed to dominate mankind*

2* That real ization became vivid because of 

the following historical facts:

3. the persecution of scientists, writers, Jews,

priests, and ministers of the Gospel, 

and the methods taken to silence 

political and personal opposition;

4. hatred of religion and the persistent attempt

to substitute paganism for Christianity;

5s the repeated disregard of treaties, contracts 

and pledged word;

6* German preparations for war and education of

Nazi youth in the creed of blood and iron; 

7s Succession of wanton acts of aggression;

8s Avowed Nazi preparation for world domination 

and war against the democracies;
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2.
9# Invasion of Poland;

10. the ties that bind us to ancient loyalties,

our ancestral relationship of blood 

and tradition with Great Britain 

and France;

11. the maintenance of our political and sentimental

associations with Great Britain;

12. the realization that the free 1rs titutions

which came to us as a heritage from 

Great Britain and the free institutions 

of free men everywhere have been placed 

in danger by the German lust for 

conquest;

13. The dawning of the realization now shared by

all in the full light of day that

North American civilization and
their

British civilization with 4standards 

of conduct and living are in danger 

of annihilation by the new forces of 

soclalinternational and. economic tyranny.
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Canada Is at peace with, herself, because :

1# Our conscience is at rest because we believe
we have done our duty as Canadians, 
members of the British Commonwealth 
and North Americans#

2. We fight on the ramparts we watch.
3# We came into the war of our own free will;

we were not forced in. We entered as 
a result of a free Act by a free 
Parliament.

4# We are united - English speaking and French
speaking because we could not stand 
idly by and watch the death of freedom.

5# We are doing all we can in men, material and
money •

6# We have no ambitions territorial or otherwise.
We only defend those ideals which are 
common to the British and American 
peoples #
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4.
7e We should, have been untrue to our religious

faith, our history, the reconciliation 

between races which we have preached 

and practised, our British freedom, 

if we had deserted Britain and her 

allies in what we believe to be a 

holy crusade •
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American aid to Great Britain/during the war

1. Amendment of Neutrality Act to permit of cash
and carry transactions, which in actual 
operation favoured only Britain and her allies - 
November 1940.

2. Establishment of British and Canadian Purchasing
Commissions in the United States, which have 
contracted for hundreds of millions of dollars 
of war supplies. Americans have, in many 
cases, willingly granted priority to British 
orders.

3. Regular delivery of aircraft since amendment to
Neutrality Act.

4. Purchase by Britain from United States government
stocks of 80,000 machine guns, 500,000 Lee- 
Enfleld rifles, 750 mm. field pieces, with 
huge stocks of munitions - June and July 1940.

5. Ogdensburg Agreement as to Joint defence of Canada
and United States - establishment of a Permanent 
Joint Board on Defence - August 1940.

6. Transfer of fifty Americandestroyers in exchange
for naval and air bases - September 1940.
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7. Purchase by Canada of 80,000 rifles from United

States government stocks - September 11, 1940.

8. Over 200 American tanks made available to Canada

for training purposes - September 1940.

9. Arrangement whereby Great Britain is permitted to

purchase about 40% of the planes^îâeUnited 

States during the next 18 months - announced by 

W. S. Knudsen, September 23rd, 1940.



NOTES FOR PRIME MINISTER AT DINNER FOR VISITING 
AMERICAN EDITORS, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER, 25TH.
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Welcome on behalf of government -

Cordial relationship of governments.

Friendly associations personally with U* S.

Welcome also to Canadian newspapermen -

Reference to those who arranged tour

Significance of their chosen field today -

Hold in trust rights and principles of free press. 

Free press as bulwark of freedom everywhere. 

Responsibility for guiding public opinion at

time when opinions of free men intimately 

connected v/ith very survival.

Reference to tour -

Hope some opportunity for rest and relaxation. 
Should be sort of working holiday.

/ > a

Certainly no need of listening to lengthy speeches
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Able to move about freely -

As most newspapermen, will likely ask all 

kinds of questions»

Will not find a people afraid to ask and

answer questions or express opinions.

Suggestion and criticism still welcomed here.

Even possible some might be found who would

critljzo government - still a favourite 

recreation.

But seriously would dislike to see latter 

disappear - e.g., dictator-ridden 

countries where it has.

Piirpose of visit -

Not come to see Capital and leaders of government. 

Have come to see our nation and our people, - 

more particularly our nation and our 

people at war.
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Many not strangers to Canada -

In any event will see country much like own* 
Similarity of people, physical characteristics 

of country.

More important: kinship of thought, ideals, princlpleS-

Has meant we are able to understand each other• 
No misgivings in past year as to American 

feeling and opinion.

Appreciate moral and material support -
Mutual understanding and sympathy has 

important effect on war.
I believe American nation has long since 

judged issue.
Unqualified moral support of your nation

an assurance of ultimate victory.

'*« *1 M
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American sympathy also expressed In material way -

^ War materials steadily flowing to British
countries•

^ Many Americans serving with ReA.F#, R.C.A.F., 
and other branches of service, 

r Turning over of destroyers to R.N., and R#C.N# 
most recent and heartening 
development•

Destroyer transfer part of agreement for hemisphere defence
* Appointment of joint defence board a

realization of common defence 
interests of two countries#

Extent of CanadaTs Contribution -
Will have opportunity of judging extent

of CanadaTs contribution
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Canada’s war effort well advanced -
particularly in field of organization, 

e. g., air training plan, national 
registration completed, compulsory 
military training already under way 
(men to be called in two week’s time), 
production of war supplies at ever- 
increasing rate.

Canada’s effort concentrated overseas -

No tour of Canada adequately discloses 
extent of overseas contribution.

Two divisions overseas have received 
high praise.

Canadian naval units playing an ever- 
increasing part.

Our airmen have demonstrated qualities
as a fighting unit - these men but 
beginning of a rising tide of air 
strength moving overseas.
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Canada firmly believes in contributing to Battle of

Britain -

During past year Canada contributing her

utmost to war in its various phases - 

will continue to do all in her power* 

Canadians realized from outset danger of 

waiting for war to come to us*

Too many evidences of success of Hitler’s 

”divide and conquer”•

Each nation must decide course of action for itself -

It will be agreed that Canada has made no 
effort to influence decision of U*S*

We are sure of cause for which we are fighting - 

Equally sure that cause of freedom needs no 

special pleading in your country.

United States will make its decision as 

has Canada, freely, on judgnent of
without

its own people.)smà unwarranted prompting 

from others.
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7.
Canada seeking continuation of long friendship -

Do not wish to see any barriers raised along 
the undefended frontier*

While appreciating difficulties of situation, 
regret institution of passport system 
and other regulatory steps*

Glad at least that you may return and help 
serve to bring all your people to 
better understanding of Canada*

Looking to days when peace is restored, we 
see Canadian-American friendship an 
example and a bulwark of a better world.



OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

MEMORANDUMI
y
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September 20, 19^0
For the Prime Minister:

I attach a rough draft. I have 
made it fairly light and very brief.

The reference to Thomas Jefferson 
with which I have ended, is found in the 
book, f,The American Ideal", a copy of 
which you were good enough to accept at 

my hands.

L.V.B.
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Gentlemen:

It is my honour and delight tonight, on

behalf of the Government of Canada, to welcome you.

Your presence at this little dinner party has brought

pleasure to us all. We greet you gentlemen from the

United States most cordiallyfor many reasons ; above

all because you are our friends, our neighbours, and
✓ • If

our well-wishers/' I do ntit suppose that any Prime wT- 

Minister of Canada has ever faced a more magnificent %'

clinical opportunity than I do tonight. For you

journalists occupy much the same position in regard to' 

the body politic as doctors do to the body physical.

You are political physicians. We can be thankful some­

times that you are not political surgeons as well. You 

analyze the symptoms of the body politic, you expose 

the weaknesses of its organs and its structure, you 

segregate and identify its symptoms, you diagnose the 

diseases and prescribe the remedies with unfailing 

vigour, if not with unerring accuracy. If all is not 

well; you may well attribute prevailing ill health
f\

to the failure of the people to perform the necessary 

operation.
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In one of his most dyspeptic moods Emerson 
once said that democracy is tfgovernment by bullies 
tempered by editors”. While even the more implacable 
of my political foes would hesitate to describe me as a 
swash-buckler or a bully, it is probably due not to any 
inherent meekness on my part, but to the fact that through­
out my long public life I have been subjected to a

. h

continuous process of tempering by editors.
To speak seriously, as I shall briefly, I 

am particularly glad to welcome you gentlemen of the 
, American Press. In a world distracted by propaganda, 
turmoiledr falsehood, and deafened by the voice of 
special pleading, you are the guarantee that in the 
greatest of all democracies truth will not be the 
first casualty, but the last.

You are here, as I understand, to see what 
Canada is doing today in the defence of the cause to 
which she has pledged her honour, and her strength and 
her loyalty. Every door is open to you, no blinds 
have been drawn on our windows. There are no dark, secret 
places ; there are no skeletons in our national cupboards.
In your enquiries, your journeyings and the gatherings 
of your observations, you will receive from all 
Canadians, official, semi-official, public and private, 
all the assistance which it is in our power to give. We
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want you to find out the facts for yourselves. We 
in Canada have made no attempt to influence American 
thinking, and least of all, American action. I think, 
perhaps, we have failed sometimes in not telling you 
enough facts about ourselves. Your visit will do much 
to save us from our own silence. We have been most 
concerned, of course, that you should think well of us 
and we are most concerned that you continue to think 
well of us. We have never been concerned, and will 
never be concerned in presuming to suggest to you a 
course of national or international action. As a friend
of mine said recently, the cause of liberty needs no. ..
lobby in the United States of America. We have always 
known where the sympathy of your people would be as the 
months rolled by. Our rhythms, our accents, our ideals,

. our interests are the rfcy thms, the accents, the ideals, 
and the interests of the United States of America.

It has become increasingly clear to us, as 
it has become increasingly clear to you, that this war, 
no matter how it appeared when it began, is not a war 
between nations, but a war between ideas. As Mr. James 
HilttHi SAM the other day when he was speaking to our 
people, "This is not a new battle. The struggle of
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brute force against the conscience of mankind began

at the moment when that conscience was born - which 

was also the moment when civilization was bom.w

I do not believe that brute force will

triumph, but I have no doubt that a Nazi victory would 

mean not only the triumph of the German nation, but thej 

triumph of the rule of absolute ruthlessness. Our 

enemies have given a new and terrible meaning to the 

principle of divide and conquer. We Canadians, British, 

and Americans, alike, who have rested the foundations 
of our life upon Cana^an ideals have come to recognize 

that there is only one answer to "divide and conquer" 

The answer has come to us gradually, spontaneously, but 

surely. It is to be found not only in the internal 

nity of our nations, but in the determination within 

he varying degrees of responsibility and action to 

aintain between us some form of international unity.

We>jfao love the same things, and hate the same things,
(‘must stand together. The greatest encouragement that 

free men have found in the dark present and will find

in the brighter future is the desire for closer relatic -

ship and deeper understanding between Canada and the 

United States, and the British Commonwealth. Such a
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realization is a triumph of common sense - common to 

us and common to you. It involves not only the union 

of irresistible moral and spiritual forces, but a 

practical, material relationship that can be resolved in 

terms of planes, guns, munitions, air bases, naval bases, 

and destroyers.

You are about to see Canada at war. You will

find this nation united as it never has been before. It

knows that Britain and all of France that is free, aided 

by free men from many lands and encouraged by the 

prayers of free men in every land, are fighting on the

ramparts which democracy watches. You will see only a 

part of Canada at war. If you v/ish to see the rest of 

Canada at war, it will be necessary for you to journey 

to Britain, to Iceland, to Newfoundland, to the West 

Indies, or to the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Abroad 

we fight for freedom; at home we prepare for our security 

and for yours. We have placed no limitations on our 

pledge, our determination or our sacrifice.

All our human and material resources have 

been mobilized and will be mobilized. What we are 

doing, we are doing in association with the United 

States of America, and with the complete approval of the

Government of the United Kingdom.
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The cause of freedom is common to us all, 

whether it be in jeopardy in Europe or on this peaceful 

hemisphere. The very fact that in this room tonight there 

gathers together the most representative delegation of
.......................... wewiiti I'NulimwiiwWMW. • . ... • -, »•- •= -A - -y

experienced and thoughtful journalists that ever visited
-,. —, - ■ " 1

us from the United States is in intself a significant

fact. I believe that it marks not only the sympathy of 

your hearts with our cause, but a recognition of the 

knowledge that for better, and never for worse, Canadians, 

Americans and Britons have in their keeping the only hope
m r rrfTTr- -i- ............. . ' - ■

of the world. There have been ancient bitternesses, no 

doubt,— the alchemy of time has sweetened them; there 

have been ancient differences— the passage of the years 

has removed them; there have been gulfs between us — 

mutual understanding and respect have bridged them.

The other day I read a little essay on Thomas 

Jefferson. It told how he prayed that he might be 

spared to see the fiftieth anniversary of the signing 

of that great charter of human liberty, a part of our 

heritage as well as of yours— the Declaration of 

Independence. He was spared to see the light of that 

morning— he died before the sun of that day had set. A 

few days before he died, he wrote a letter. It contained, 

I believe, the last words written by that eloquent penu
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In it was this passage :
"We are destined to be a barrier against 

the return of ignorance and barbarism. As for 
me, I like the dreams of the future better than 
the history of the past. And so, good-night."

Gentlemen, your presence amongst us is at once 
a pleasure and inspiration to us all. I hope that you 
will never regret your visit to a land which delights 
to honour you.
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Remarks of Prime Minister at dinner given in honour of
----- ----- United ..3tatg3_Jguraallajg__________

i'r._______________,
Members of the Press of the United States, 

and other gentlemen present.

I have b en told by Mr. Davies and other 
officers of the Canadian Press who have had In hand the 
arrangements for the tour of visiting Journalists from 
the United States, that the purpose of the tour is one 
of observation in relation more particularly to Canada’s 
war effort. I have also been told that such moments of 
recreation as might be afforded en route were not to be 
marred by speeches either before or after dinner, —par­
ticularly speeches by politicians — whose measure is 
usually much better known to members of the Journalistic 
profession than to themselves. I wish, therefore, immed­
iately to assure all present that unless it would occasion 
disappointment to others not to be called upon, mine will 
be the only speech to which, out of courtesy, you may be 
called upon to listen. 1 promise you that it will be 
brief.

‘•'hen ay colleagues and I received the names 
of those who had accepted the invitation of the Canadian



Press to participate in the present tour, we felt 
that the compilaient paid in this way to Canada had been 
a very real one, and that it would be the wish of the 
citizens of our country that we should view it as a 
national honour, and avail ourselves of sora- appropriate 
occasion so to express their feelings as well as our own. 
It is with this in mind that I should like, while we are 
gathered in the informal manner in which we are gathered 
about this table this evening, to thank those present 
tc whom Canada owes the inauguration of the tour and its 
planning and, particularly, those present who, out of 
very busy and important lives, have generously been pre­
pared to give an entire weok to fern, with their neighbors 
a more intimate acquaintance and to learn at first hand 
something more than Canada's part in the present war.

Perhaps I may be pardoned if I express, first 
of all, to Mr. Davies, the President of the Canadian Press 
and Kr. Victor Sifton, the Vice-President, and through 
them the other officers and members, the very warm thanks 
of the Government for the thought of the tour and its 
arrangements, and for the admirable measure in which, I 
understand, it is being carried ou . A service of the 
kind, at a time such as the present, is in itself a very 
real contribution to the war effort not of our country
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only but to that of the British Commonwealth of Nations 
as a whole.

To you, gentlemen, whose time and thought 
Is given so completely to the dissemination of accurate 
Information and the moulding of public opinion, and who 
are so representative of all that Is best In Journalism 
In the United States. I should like to say that., as 
individuals, we feel privileged indeed to have this 
opportunity of meeting so many of those whose names are 
so familiar tc all of us but whom, thus far, most of us 
have not had the pleasure of meeting and that collectively 
the people of Canada will view, as a bright page of this 
country at a time of war, the one which for all time will 
record the pleasure of your visit in our midst.

ïou have come to see Canada, not only at a 
time of war, but Canada at war.— at war with the most 
powerful enemy that, thus far, has threatened the freedom 
and well-being of mankind. We welcome you as neighbours, 
as friends, as well-wishers, and, so far as the laws of 
a neutral country will pernit or can be stretched, as 
allies in a great cause to which we have pledged ourselves, 
our honour, our loyalty, our material resources, and our 
lives. We know that were it not for the profound Interest



which you hare in the cause for which we are fighting, 
were It not for the full appreciation you have of the 
significance of the conflict in its relation to your own 
country and all that pertains to Its freed®», you would 
not be here tonight, and certainly would not be spending 
a week in our midst. 9e are therefore deeply grateful 
for this very generous and very practical expression of 
your sympathy, good-will and, may I add, co-operation.

7/e have had during this period of war, many 
visits from individual Journalists, some from the United 
Kingdom and many, I am happy to say, from the United States. 
In times of peace, we have also had memorable visits from 
associations of Journalists within and without the Empire.
At no time, however, can I recall that it could so truly 
be said that a friend in need was a friend indeed, or that 
a visit in itself could have expressed more in the way of 
friendship. For this, alike in the name of the Government 
and of the people of Canada, I should like to thank you 
most warmly.

I need scarcely say that the Government shall 
welcome your being given every opportunity of gaining the 
fullest possible knowledge of what, in the present war, 
this young country, with its population distinctly Halted
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in numbers has contributed, Is contributing and hopes to 
be able to continue to contribute to the successful prosecu­
tion of the war. We would like you, at the time at y< ur 
disposal, to see as much as you possibly can, and, in other 
ways, to gain as much information as you possibly can.
Thrfre is nothin* in our Intentions or in our actions that 
we desire to conceal beyond what, if disclosed, would be 
of service to a common enemy. At a time of war, as at no 
other time, it can truly be said that actions are louder 
than words.

There Is one thing, however, that I would ask 
you to keep In mind. It is that, at most, but half the 
pictiire of Canada's war effort Is to be gained from any­
thing you may see in Canada Itself. When Canada entered 
the war, which she did within ten days after the German 
forces had rolled in upon Poland, the scene of hostilities 
was far distant. We had no illusions about the danger of 
its spread or how wide it was likely to prove. Indeed,
I think it is true to say that, from the beginning, we 
visualized a possible emergence into a world conflict.
What we did not see was the rapidity with which events 
would take place nor the very great power and ruthlessness 
of the enemy. We believed time to be on cur side.

As regards the possibility of invasion of our 
own land, we recognized three major lines of defence;
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the Maginot line «ras one — the British Channel was 
another, and our own Atlantic seaboard and coast, the 
third. From the outset our strategy was that of having 
war waged as largely as possible on the most distant 
front, and making our contribution accordingly. In 
consultation and co-operation with the British author­
ities, our effort accordingly was directed to the sending 
of men, munitiens and supplies across the seas and in 
planning to do this in the manner likely to be most 
effective in a war that, in all probability, would last 
for three or four years.

In this war to thwart aggression which alas at 
world domination, the ilaginot Line is no longer a line 
of first defence. That line, as we all now know only 
too well, is the British Channel. Behind it, the city 
of London has become the citadel of the world's freedom.
As the British Isles have become Increasingly the centre 
of hostilities, and Britain has found it increasingly 
necessary to protect her own land and shores by such 
military, naval and air forces as were immediately at 
her command, we in Canada have increasingly placed at 
the disposal of Britain herself in the manner that might 
most effectively meet the present situation, what, in 
the way of fighting forces and material, we have been able
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to send. In seeking to visualize in its true proportion 

such contributions as Canada has, thus far, been able 

to r.ake, it is not sufficient that we should see some­

thing of cur war organization at home:

the training camps, 
the coast defences,
the progress of the Co&nonwe&lth Air Training Plan,
the munitions and war equipment Industries, 
the steps more recently taken for the mobilization 

of cur human and material resources,

not to mention lesser Incidental matters such as:

the interment camps for war prisoners and refugees, 
the care of chiIdren from overseas, 
the extent of taxation and borrowing, by which the 

entire effort is supported,

you must also allow your mind to dwell upon the Canadian 

divisions which narrowly escaped active service on the 

coasts of Korway and on the fields of France and which 

today are all but in name the bast equipped armed corps 

in the British Isles. You have also to think of Canadian 

battalions that, for months past, have been in Greenland, Iceland 

In Newfoundland, in Bermuda, and in the West Indies; of a 

Canadian Naval Service, small but efficient, which, from 

the outbreak of war, has assisted in convoy duty between 

this new srorld and the old, and has not hesitated to send 

what few destroyers It had into European waters, leaving 

our own coasts, for the time being, largely undefended;
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and finally, of an Air Force that already has contributed 
numbers of men to the Royal Air Force and has fighting 
squadrons of Its own actively participating In the battles 
of the air In the defence of Britain.

Ton have also to recall that we have not 
hesitated, realizing how emergent the situation Is, to 
part with a not inconsiderable portion of our own equip­
ment and munitions, aircraft, guns, and other supplies, 
believing, as I have said that victory to cause and country 
alike would be won sore quickly In the end by the extent 
to which it is possible to support the first line of 
defence.

Mention of these facts brings se naturally, and 
inevitably, to Just a word about Anglo-American relations 
of which, I hope I may,without danger of being either mis­
understood or misinterpreted *# say Just a word. What we 
have done and are dong In the directions I have mentioned 
has bean dene and is being dene for Britain, it is true, 
but in no less certain and equal measure for ourselves.
May I add that I believe it may rightly be viewed as some­
thing which has bean done for you as well. We, each in 
our own way, have bean looking after our own interests,
but we have been helping each other as well* What, perhaps, 
we are coming to see more clearly than we ever have before



Is that what we call our own Interests In a world like 

that In which we are living today, are bound up lmeeasur- 

ably and, I might also say, Irrevocably In the in ereste 

of those whose national alas, actions and Ideals are similar 

to our own. Obviously *« could not have dared to Incur 

the risks we have Incurred had our frontier resetabled 

that of the frontiers of the countries of Europe, or have 

we had, as en laae- late neighbour, other than the most 

understanding, the most friendly, and the most powerful 

of nations.

I should like you to -.now that that support 

and the practical express Leas that have been given to It 

so constantly all along the way Ms enabled us to do and 

to risk what we have with a confidence without which it 

would have been extremely difficult to affect very much. 

Speaking broadly we have each seen and have each had 
great regime?' for each other’s problems. "That we have 

all coae Increasingly to see Is the need for the closest 
possible co-operation in their solution and how great a 

community of Interests we have in the preservation of 
the freedom^whlch is based the Christian civilisation 

which we hold In common.
The Canada-United States Permanent Defence Board, 

the navel bases and air facilities granted the United States
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in Newfoundland, -.ernmde and other British poaeeaalona 

in the Atlantia, the destro era transferred, or being 

transferred from the United dtatea to -rltlah fleets 

apeak as words oould never wpeak of the recognition of 

a o cmmon danger, a a onion need and of the neoe salty of 

action In oosnon.

I have made mention of the visits of other 

Journalists to Canada. An observation, as made by one 

of them has given me personally a feeling of pride 

which, 1 believe, is shared by the Canadian people 

generally greater than almost any dilch It would be 

difficult to express In words. The visitor was Mr. John 

tiottn of the îtanohester Guardian. Writing of his Impres­

sions Mr. Botin saidi "I found in Canada a nation at war 

with Hitler and at peace with herself." That, gentleman, 

wae a profound and penetrating perception and a very 

great national tribute. It revealed an insight into 

the very soul of the Canadian people. A nation at war 

with Hitler. We are at war with Hitler, and for reasons 

which help also to explain why we are at peace with 

ourselves.

In her national and international relations, 

Canada has had three loyalties of which she has constantly 

sought to take account.



The first hue been the loyalty to heraelf 

which has oade her a nation in her own right, possessing 

all the attributes of nationhood in her own eyes and in 

the eyes of others. That has relieved her oltlsene of 

any feeling of subordination, and lie» at the very baela 

of her unity. There 1ms been no oonpulelon about anything 

Canada has done in the present war. What she has done 

has been of tier own volition and the free action of a 

free parliament. Had there been compulsion, had there 

been oomltmente involving this country in war overseas, 

before the place, the time, and the cause of the war 

Itself were fully known and understood, I question If 

Canada would have gone to war at ell. And, If at war, 

certainly not aa a united nation.

The second loyalty has been that which we owe

to the British Commonwealth of Nations of which we are

one. The loyalty begotten of the stock to which many of

us belong, but even more of what we feel we owe in the
way of freedom to British institutions and the security

of that freedom through membership in the British Empire.
In the rise of Hitlerism and the extension of Nasi power

we have seen freedom itself menaced as never before in 
the history of mankind.
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There has been, two, » loyalty felt perhaps 

more strongly by thoae who were more seriously pacifist 
In their feelings and professions « a loyalty to the 
League of Nations arsl the principle on which that great 
Institution was founded. This loyalty possessed In common 
by all political parties, over many years, had begotten 
a sense of obligation In particular to the smaller and 
leea powerful nations, especially where they were the 
actual or threatened victims of aggression. We had 
wat '.had with feelings of Indignation, tbs invasion of 
the Rhur An violation of obligation» of Locarno, Hitler's 
annexation of Austria, the broken pledgee of Munich and 
the conquest of Cseohoelovakla, with the result that when 
Poland next was threatened, and Britain and Francs had 
pledged their all in an effort to thwart further aggression 
In urope, we had to become fully oonaolous of the significance 
of that aggression not to Europe only but to the world.

It is true that the v*ny ties which hwüF united 
us through the years with tbs British Isles, associations 
with the British '-irown made more real and Inspiring by 
the recent visit to this continent of our King and Queen, 
and the faot that the stocks of Canada Itself is so largely 
those of Prenoh and British origin, and that the alllanes
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League of Nations and the prlnoiplo on which that groat 
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lees powerful nations, especially where they were the 

actual or threatened victims of aggression. We had 

wat :hed with feelings of Indignation, the invasion of 

the Iihur in violation of obligations of Locarno, Hitler's 
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and the fact that the stocks of Canada itself Is so largely 

those of French and British origin, and that the alliance

REPEAT
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of -Tench and English In Europe was paralleled by the 

more perfect ugion of Interest and purpose y those of 
English and French descent In our own land. All this 
helped to nake natural and almost Inevitable the prompt 

and united entry of Canada into the war.

I believe, however, there was something even 
more profound than all this and whioh our ps>ple with 

their youthful vision and Idealism were quick to see and 

to sense. Long before th Invasion of Poland, we had 

viewed with alarm the rise of dictator ships In Europe, 

the destruction of free political Institutions, the 

growth of the totalitarian states, and, above all, the 
substitution of force for reason In matters of -overtime nt 

and the use of all the Instrumenta end instrumentalities 

to crush out the things that, as a people, from our earliest 
childhood, we had learned, above all else, to reverencei 

faith In God and love of our fellowswn. In a word, all 

that oould be beat described as a Christian civilisâtloo.

We have recognised t is war was not so much 
a war between nations aa a war between what we believe 

to be the powers of darkness and the powers of light.

Having sensed all this, having felt ell this, believing
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all this, we oould not be other than at war with Hitler 
In the present conflict and being a country at war against 
what we profoundly believe to be the powers of evil, to 
eay nothing of an enemy who we are oonvlnoed seeks to 
dominate the world and to rule It by force, we are * 
country at one with our conscience and ourselves.

Way I say Just one word in conclusion. As the 
war has progressed, it has become increasingly apparent 
that not Europe only but pretty much the entire world 
will soon be faced with the choice between democracy 
or dictatorship, the former aiming at the preservation 
of freedom, and the latter at Ite suppression and the 
establishment, for years at least, of a world tyranny.

The present le something more than a war 
between nation» or empires. It Is a war between entirely 
opposed concepts of human life and human well-being 
between those who seek a monopoly of privilege, poeeeelone 
and power, and those who are at enmity with monopoly In 
any shape or form. This was true of the struggle that 
had begun in Surope long before the war. It, above all 
else, llee beneath the war today, and it la the problem 
which, beyond the war, will still await solution.

Liberty, equality and fraternity has not perished 
for the time being In France alone. They are perishing



and will continue to perish wherever democracy in the true
sense of that word oeasee to exist. If democracy is to be
preserved on this continent and where else it Is to be found
in the wrld today, it will not be sufficient to defeat its
present enestles, it will be necessary to restore the ideals
and the right* which have been trampled in the dust. To
restore to - ranoe liberty, equality and fraternity will be
one of the first tasks but that task will not bs accomplished
spart from recognition of the feot that liberty, equality
and fraternity are not the rights of Frenchmen only but are of

To that great task
the eesenoe of democracy everywhere./ All lovers of freedom 
and all whoee freedom nay be preserved will have, ae never 
before, to devote their lives. In that great tarte ae was 
said so splendidly by Mr. Moffat, the American Minister, in 
an address which he gave at the Canadian Club today, Canada 
and the United states, ae free democracies continuing to 
live side by side and co-operate in all forma of highest 
endeavour, should be able to make a contribution not only 
of infinite value to themakâves but to the greater good 
of the entire world.



MG 26 J 5 W.L. MACKENZIE KING 113

Vol File/Dossier Subject/Sujet Dates Pages

63 United States Journalists, Dinner in Honour 
of. Speeches outside Parliament

25 Sept. 1940 D 38828 - D 38903

63 Red Cross Appeal "The Voices of Mercy", 
Speeches outside Parliament

29 Sept. 1940 D 38904 - D 38924

64 Red Cross Appeal, Radio Broadcast 29 Sept. 1940 D 38925 - D 38931

64 Training of British Pilots in Canada 1940 D 38932 - D 38949

64 Speech on Address. Speeches in Parliament 12 Nov. 1940 D 38950 - D 38951

64 The International Scene 12 Nov. 1940 D 38952 - D 39036

64 "The Present Situation". Speeches in 
Parliament

2 Dec. 1940 D 39037 - D 39094

64 St. Lawrence Waterways. Statement in 
Parliament

6 Dec. 1940 D 39095

64 Canadian Tuberculosis Association Radio 
Broadcast

8 Dec. 1940 D 39096 - D 39098

64 Christmas Radio Broadcast to W.W. II 
Canadian Armed Forces. Speeches outside 
Parliament

25 Dec. 1940 D 39099 - D 39126

Reel\Bobine



af JbfJsïY*

/LJ



AJ Cr -\ jCo (>C- -jf. Qo-A-..»»* <Û
September 2C, 1940

RSD CROSS AP1-EAL BY THE f RI ICS KIHIST^

"Tho Voices of Mercy"

Ladies and Gentlement
Tonight the Canadian Red Cross Society la

vU Cty
UU :u. &*.* - \* 

)

appealing for five million dollars to help Canadian and 
British mon, women and children in the hours of their 
greatest need. Assisting the Society In its appeal, Canadian 
and British artists, whose names aro a.; .ng the greatest 
in the entertainment world, are making a free-will offering 
of their exceptional gifts. Their voices will be heard 
in soil,:, in mirth and in drama. You will also hear, in 
the concert to which you will be privileged to lister., the 
voices of tho five little girls whose lives, from the day 
of their birth, have been u centre of interest to millions 
of k nd-hearted people, and a special care of the State»

The world famous men and woman who are bringing
for your inspiration and enjoyment, the gifts with which 
they have been blessed, are placing their special talents 
on the altar of our common humanity with the spontaneous 
generosity which is typical of the great profession to which 
they belong. To them, I offer, In the name of the people 
of Canada, a nation’s t anks. To our little friends at 
Callander, and to Dr. Dafoe, I also send the grateful good 
wishes of us all»

wU Cy
jU ;u. ' \*

)

As we listen
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*a we listen in the quiet of thie Sunday hour 

to the vclcea of the great actors, famous muaiclans, und 

happy children who sing, or speak, or play for ua, I should 

like you to think especially of the sorrowing and suffering 

ones, on whose behalf their Individual contributions are 

being made. I should like each one to ask himself to 

what extent can I also immediately contribute to the fund 

of the lied Cross in order that its voice, to:, may be 

heard, in fuller and deeper tones, amid the cruelties and 

anguish of war.

The voice of the Red Cross is the voice of 

Humanity. It calls to us tonight from scenes of un­

paralleled horror and unprecedented tragedy. It la to 

be heard amidst the devastation of ancient monuments and 

humble homes, and from the waves of the storm swept sea.

It is the voice of our own bravest sons and daughters, 

and of their kinsmen and allies beyrod the seas, who lie 

wounded, crippled, dying in order that we may live. It 

la the voice not oily of brave men prepared to meet death 

and to suffer a.onlea and privations for us, but also the 

v !ca of women and little children, appealin ; to Ood for 

rescue, from the barbarities of a foe who has substituted 

a deity of iron and steel for the Source of Light and 

Love in the human heart#

Tonight, amidst man1a inhumanity
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Tonight, amidst man’s Inhumanity to man, the 
voice of the Red cross pleads the cause of man’s humanity 
to man. It is the voice of compassion, of pity, of levin,’ 
kindness, of Christ-like ministrations. Its work unites 
Into one groat com unity of merey, all creede, all classes, 
all races. Under its banner, doctors and nurses brave 
pestilence and death. Beneath the sign of Its holy symbol, 
men and women comfort the afflicted, welcome the refugee, 
feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, tend the alek, aid 
the wounded, and bring hope to the dying. It Is this great 
humanitarian service which, at this time, we are being 
called upon to aid*

Our own hearts will need much in the way of con­
solation before this terrible and over widening conflict Is 
at an end. In what we, ourselves, have done to lessen its 
sacrifices and Its sorrows, will lie the only real consolation 
vse shall ever have.

Ladles and gentlemen: Many voices up* eal to you 
tonl ht. Strongest perhaps, Is the voice of Conscience*
- the celestial and lr: ort&l voice - it has beon called*
Of your generous response to the eloquent ap, eal of these
many voices, I am not the least in doubt*
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APPEL DU PREMIER MINISTRE EN FAVEUR DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

"La voix de la charité"

Mesdames et messieurs,

Ce soir, la Société canadienne de la Croix-Rouge 
demande 5 millions de dollars pumr venir en aide à la popu­

lation canadienne et britannique à l’heure où elle en a le 

plus grand besoin. Se joignant à la Société dans cet appel, 

des artistes du Canada et de 1’Angleterre, dont les noms 

comptent parmi les plus connus dans le monde du spectacle, 

apportent la contribution colontaire de leurs talents 

remarquables. Ils se feront entendre dans un programme de 

chant et de comédie. Vus entendrez égàlement, au cours du 

concert qu’il vous sera donné dTécouter, la voix de cinq 

fillettes dont 1T existence, depuis leur naissance, a captivé 

1f intérêt de millions de personnes sympathiques, et a fait 

l’objet d’une sollicitude spéciale de la part de l’Etat.

Les célébrités mondiales, qui feront servir les

dons que la Providence leur a prodigués à élever et égayer 

votre esprit, offrent ces talents sur l’autel de l’humanitarisme 

avec un élan de générosité qui est le propre de la noble 

profession qu’ils exercent. Je leur offre donc, au nom de 1 a
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population canadienne, les remerciements de tout un peuple.

A qos petites amies de Callender et au docteur Dafoe, je 

transmets également 1’expression de notre gratitude et de 

nos souhaits.

Tout en écoutant, dans le calme de cette heure 

dominicale, les grands acteurs, les musiciens célèbres et 

les charmantes enfants qui chantent, parlent ou jouent à 

notre intention, je vous saurais gré de reporter votre 
pensée à ceux qui sont dans la tristesse et la souffrance, 

car cf est pour eux que ces artistes éï se dévouent ainsi.
Je souhaiterais que chacun se demandât combien il est en 

mesure de contribuer sur-le-champ à la caisse de la Croix- 

Rouge, afin que la voix de celle-ci soit également entendue, 

de façon plus vibrante, au milieu des horreurs et des 

angoisses de la guerre.

La voix de la Croix-Rouge est celle de l’humanité. 

Elle nous vient ce soir du théâtre de détresses sans égales 
et de drames sans précédent. Elle s’élèvera au bruit de la 

destruction de monuments antiques et de modestes habitations, 

et au bruit des vagues de la mer balayée par la tempête.

C’est la voix des plus braves parmi nos propres fils et 

filles ; c’est la voix de leurs proches, et de leurs alliés 

d’outre-mer, qui, pour assurer notre survivance gisent en 

ce moment blèssés, estropiés, mourant. C’est la voix, non
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seulement de héros prêts à mourir, à souffrir, à manquer de 

tout pour notre salut, mais aussi celle de femmes et de 

petits enfants qui implorent Dieu de les arrache/^ aux cruautés 

d’un ennemi qui, à la Source de lumière et de charité dans 

le coeur de l’homme, a substitué une divinité de fer et d’acier.

Ce soir, en face de l’inhumanité de l’homme envers 

l’homme, la voix de la Croix-Rouge vient plaider la cause de 

l’humanité de l’homme envers l’homme. C’est la voix de la 

compassion, de la pitié, de l’amour, de la charité inspirée par 

le Christ. Par son oeuvre, elle réunit en une grande col­

lectivité de bienfaisance les gens de toutes croyances, classes 
ou races. Sous sa bannière, médecins et Infirmières affrontent 

les épidémies et la mort. Sous le signe de son symbole sacré, 

hommes et femmes consolent les affligés, accueillent les réfu­

giés, nourrissent ceux qui ont faim, abritent les sansOfoyer, 

soignent les malades, se portent au secours des blessés et 

assistent les mourants. Voilà le noble service humanitaire 
auquel, à ce moment-ci, on nous invite à'participer.

Avant que prenne fin ce Conflit terrible et sans 

cesse grandissant, nos propres coeurs auront assurément besoin 

de fortes consolations. Et la seule consolation véritable 

que nous puissions espérer proviendra de ce que nous aurons 

fait nous-mêmes pour atténuer les sacrifices et la douleur 

qu’il occasionne.
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. Mesdames et messieurs, vous entendrez plusieurs 

voix ce soir. La plus puissante, cfest celle de la Conscience, 
que l’on a appelée la voix du ciel et de l’immortalité. Je 
n’en ai pas le moindre doute, vous saurez répondre avec 
libéralité au vibrant appel de ces voix.
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"La voix de la charité11

Mesdames et messieurs,

Ce soir, la Société canadienne de la Croix-$3uge

ixEssKxàxtHxxH?n$tattmKmi8amxi3iiBXinemetctoarmiba(imiq(iaaneiicvuecÉecîrew@iaif*m

èihrm6mmMMmracdemàiB&ibBim demande 5 millions de dollars pour venir

en aide à la population canadienne et britannique à lTheure où elle

en a le plus grand besoin. Se joignant à la Société dans cet appel,

des artistes cxxaÈîE du Canada et de 1 Angleterrezdo#t les noms

comptent parmi les plus connus dans le monde du spectacle, apportent

la contribution volontaire de leurs talents ex remarquables. Ils se
et

feront entendre dans un programme de chantqpTTflbBxmBtaidixaxHfcmdtm / de
ipeixx

comédie. Vous entendrez également, au cours du coricert ipc*jet vekxxxx
sEXHxixmxqxeix qu’il vous sera donné d’écoutër^la voix de cinq 

fillettes dont l’existence, depuis leur naissance, a captivé l’in­

térêt de millions de personnes sympathiques, et a fait l’objet 

d’une sollicitude spéciale de la nart de l’Etat.

8 Les célébrités mondiales,qui pqQXixtraxxtxtKHfcÿ 

feront servir les donfc que la Providence leur a prodigués à élever

et égayer votre esprit, offrentxaxxx± ces talents sur l’autel de
4*4,*. & fLrpÀ'tÊm

l’humanitarisme avec un élan de générosité ^sywkaliqMe de la noble 

profession qu’ils exercent. Je leur offre donc, au nom de la popula­

tion canadienne, les remerciements de tout un peuple. A nos petites

amies de Callender et au docteur Dafoe, je transmets également îxxx
-t * ^ m-fatu c f <€* §***£«.* 7*3 ,
Æn.Q meilleurs souhaits»

Tout en écoutant, dans le calme de cette heure domini-
* g- . * s.-* * ■

cale, les grands acteurs, les musiciens célèbres et les houyeuœs 

enfants qui chantent, parlent ou jouent à notre intention, je vous 

saurais gré de reporter votre pensée à ceux qui sont dans la tris­

tesse^ et la^souffrance^ car c’est pour eux que ces artistes et
vSnfi* ^ t.-€.}"»>A &****Ê9t. Æ'PMs&A*

— - ~ Pnrti pnJe souhaiterais que chacun

dtE se demandât xxxxxtax combien il est en mesure de contribuer ,
5 £ - e 6-

sur-le-champ à la caisse de la Croix-Jkuge^ afin que se voi^^oit
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également entendue de fa^on plus vibrante, au milieu des mkx 
horreurs *
xatéx et des kcmrrEiira angoisses de la guerre.

La voix de la Croix-^ou e est celle de 1Thumani­

té. Elle nous vient ce soir du théâtre de détresses sans 

égales et de drames sans précédent. Elle s’élèvera xxxàsxxissx

au bruit de la destruction de monuments antiques et de f-eyopc 
AaÂtSsuffit* de la balayée

modestes,et au bruit des vagues tittatHK mer xmiïkxéx ^ar la

tempête.C1 est la voix des plus braves parmi nos propres

fils et f ill cs;xÈK c’est la voix de leurs prowes > et de
ÿbo-txx 7t^A4 $,*#..f <

leurs alliés d’outre-mer, qui , rnnmow^ gisent ïyfrpwwéau
jfivU, C.tf y-uttuM-ti* ,

estropiés^ mourant pn2-fl.^nror» nnhrr- ..QU.T17lur C’est 

la voix, no fl seulement de héros prêts à ximaMri rxxxxx 

mourir, à souffrir, à manquer de tout pour notre salut,
<hT

mais aussi celle de femmes et de petits enfants qui implore
CA.JZSL Ck*.AJk> <

ïffixmsmauixsxde Dieu de les »»uvor àss& cruautés d’un ennemi 

qui, à la Source de lumière et de charité dans le coeur de 

l’homme, a xxhix substitué une divinité de fer et d’acier#

Ce soir, en face de 1’inhumanité de l’homme 

envers l’homme, la voix de la Croix-J*5uge vient plaider la 

cause de l’humnaité de l’homme envers l’homme.C’est la voix 

de la compassion, de la pitié, de l’amour, de la charité 

inspirée par le Christ, Par son oeuvre, elle réunit en une
eC-Qt (y l o/cr c A

grande collectivité eU^e-oigtaE'^o les gens de toutes ïerx 

croyances, classes ou races. Sous sa bannière, ÎSte médecins et 

infirmières affrontent les épidémies et la mort. Sous le 

xx signe de son symbole sacré , hommes et femmes consolent 

les affligés, accueillent les réfugiés, nourrissent ceux qui 

ont faim, abritent les sans-foyer, soignent les malades, 

se portent au secours des blessés et assistent les mourants. 

Voilà le noble service humanitaire auquel, à ce moment-ci, 
on nous invite à rrp-pnyxr i f* »

Avant que prenne fin ce conflit terrible et sans 

cesse grandissant, nos propres coeurs auront assurément be­

soin de fortes consolations, Et la seule consolation, véri­

table que nous puissions espérer proviendra de ce que nous 

aurons fait nous-mêmes pour atténuer les sacrifices et
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quT il occasionne.
vous entendrez

Mesadmes et messieurs,/plusieurs voix ce soir,

La plus puissante, cT est celle de la 0 onscienceÿcœrtjEeix verni xm, 

que 1T on a appelée la voix du ciel et de 11 immortalité. Je 

nTen ai pas le moindre doute, vous saurez répondre avec jçxhkxx 

libéralité au vibrant appel de ces Hmxhxmtmmm voix ,
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THE VOICES OF MERCY
Red Cross Appeal by the Prime Minister \

September 29, 1940

Ladies and Gentlemen:

To-night the Canadian Red Cross Society is appealing for five 
million dollars to help Canadian and British men, women and 
children in the hours of their greatest need. Assisting the Society in 
its appeal, Canadian and British artists, whose names are among 
the greatest in the entertainment world, are making a free-will 
offering of their exceptional gifts. Their voices will be heard in 
song, in mirth and in drama. You will also hear, in the concert to 
which you will be privileged to listen, the voices of the five little 
girls whose lives, from the day of their birth, have been a centre of 
interest to millions of kind-hearted people, and a special care of 
the State.

w
The Nation’s Thanks to Contributing Artists

The world famous men and women who are bringing for your 
inspiration and enjoyment, the gifts with which they have been 
blessed, are placing their special talents on the altar of our common 
humanity with the spontaneous generosity which is typical of the 
great profession to which they belong. To them, I offer, in the 
name of the people of Canada, a nation’s thanks. To our little 
friends at Callander, and to Dr. Dafoe, I also send the grateful good 
wishes of us all.

As we listen in the quiet of this Sunday hour to the voices of 
the great actors, famous musicians, and happy children who sing, 
or speak, or play for us, 1 should like you to think especially of the 
sorrowing and suffering ones, on xvhose behalf their individual
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contributions are being made. I should like each one to ask himself 
to what extent can I also immediately contribute to the fund of 
the Red Cross in order that its voice, too, may be heard, in fuller 
and deeper tones, amid the cruelties and anguish of war.

The Voice of the Red Cross: the Voice of Humanity

The voice of the Red Cross is the voice of humanity. It calls 
to us to-night from scenes of unparalleled horror and unprecedented 
tragedy. It is to be heard amidst the devastation of ancient monu­
ments and humble homes, and from the waves of the storm swept 
sea. It is the voice of our own bravest sons and daughters, and of 
their kinsmen and allies beyond the seas, who lie wounded, crippled, 
dying in order that we may live. It is the voice not only of brave 
men prepared to meet death and to suffer agonies and privations 
for us, but also the voice of women and little children, appealing to 
God for rescue, from the barbarities of a foe who has substituted 
a deity ,of iron and steel for the Source of Light and Love in the 
human heart.

To-night, amidst man’s inhumanity to man, the voice of the 
Red Cross pleads the cause of man’s humanity to man. It is the 
voice of compassion, of pity, of loving kindness, of Christ-like 
ministrations. Its work unites into one great community of mercy, 
all creeds, all classes, all races. Under its banner, doctors and 
nurses brave pestilence and death. Beneath the sign of its holy 
symbol, men and women comfort the afflicted, welcome the refugee, 
feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, tend the sick, aid the wounded, 
and bring hope to the dying. It is this great humanitarian service 
which, at this time, we are being called upon to aid.

The Appeal of the Voice of Conscience

Our own hearts will need much in the way of consolation 
before this terrible and ever widening conflict is at an end. In 
what we, ourselves, have done to lessen its sacrifices and its sorrows, 
will lie the only real consolation we shall ever have.

Ladies and gentlemen: Many voices appeal to you to-night. 
Strongest perhaps, is the voice of Conscience—the celestial and 
immortal voice—it has been called. Of your generous response to 
the eloquent appeal of these many voices, I am not the least in doubt.

4
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RED CROSS APPEAL BY THE PRIME MINISTER 

"The Voices of Mercyty

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Tonight the Canadian Red Cross Society is appealing 

for five million dollars to help Canadian and British men, 

women and children in the hours of their greatest need. 

Assisting the Society in its appeal, Canadian and British 

artists, whose names are among the greatest in the entertain­

ment world, are making a free-will offering of their 

exceptional gifts. Their voices will be heard in song, in 

mirth and in drama. You will also hear, in the concert to 

which you will be privileged to listen, the voices of the 

five little girls whose lives, from the day of their birth, have 

been a centre of interest to millions of kind-hearted people, 

and a special care of the State.

The world famous men and women who are bringing for 

your inspiration and enjoyment, the gifts with which they have 

been blessed, are placing their special talents on the altar 

of our common humanity with the spontaneous generosity which 

is typical of the great profession to which they belong. To 

them, I offer, in the name of the people of Canada, a nation1s 

thanks. To our little friends at Callander, and to Dr. Dafoe,

I also send the grateful good wishes of us all.

As we listen



As we listen in the quiet of this Sunday hour to 
the voices of the great actors, famous musicians, and happy 
children who sing, or speak, or play for us, I should like 
you to think especially of the sorrowing and suffering ones, 
on whose behalf their individual contributions are being made.
I should like each one to ask himself to what extent can I 
also immediately contribute to the fund of the Red Cross in 
order that its voice, too, may be heard, in fuller and deeper 
tones, amid the cruelties and anguish of war.

The voice of the Red Cross is the voice of Humanity. 
It calls to us tonight from scenes of unparalleled horror 
and unprecedented tragedy. It is to be heard amidst the 
devastation of ancient monuments and humble homes, and from 
the waves of the storm swept sea. It is the voice of our 
own bravest sons and daughters, and of their kinsmen and allies 
beyond the seas, who lie wounded, crippled, dying in order that 
we may live. It is the voice not only of brave men prepared 
to meet death and to suffer agonies and privations for us, but 
also the voice of women and little children, appealing to God 
for rescue, from the barbarities of a foe who has substituted 
a deity of iron and steel for the Source of Light and Love in 

the human heart.
Tonight, amidst manTs inhumanity



Tonight, amidst man's inhumanity to man, the voice 
of the Red Cross pleads the cause of man's humanity to man.
It is the voice of compassion, of pity, of loving kindness, 
of Christ-like ministrations. Its work unites into one 
great community of mercy, all creeds, all classes, all races. 
Under its banner, doctors and nurses brave pestilence and 
death. Beneath the sign of its holy symbol, men and women 
comfort the afflicted, welcome the refugee, feed the hungry,

Vshelter the homeless, tend the siok, aid the wounded, and 
bring hope to the dying. It is this great humanitarian 
service which, at this time, we are being called upon to aid.

Our own hearts will need much in the way of consol­
ation before this terrible and ever widening conflict is at 
an end. In what we, ourselves, have done to lessen its 
sacrifices and its sorrows, will lie the only real consolation 
we shall ever have.

Ladies and gentlemen : Many voices appeal to you 
tonight. Strongest perhaps, is the voice of Conscience, - the 
celestial and immortal voice - it has been called. Of your 
generous response to the eloquent appeal of these many voices, 
I am not the least in doubt.
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lag for five million dollars to help Canadian end British 

men, women and children in the hours of their greatest need# 

Assisting the ociety In Its appeal, Canadian and British 

artiste, whose names are among the greatest in the enter­

tainment world, ore asking a free-will offering of their 

exceptional gifts* ihelr voices will he heard In eong. In 

mirth and in drama* You will also hear. In the concert to 

which you will he privileged to listen, the voices of the 

five little girls whose lives, from the day of their birth, 

have been a centre of interest to millions of kind-hearted 

people, i ~

tie world famous man end women who ore bringing

for your inspiration end enjoyment, the gifts with w; loh 

they have been blessed, are placing their special talents on 

tbs altar of our eoceaen humanity with the spontaneous

generosity which Is typical of the great profession to which 

they belong* To them, I offer, In the name of the people of
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Canada, a nation's thanks• To our little friends at Callander, 

and to Dr. Dafoe, I also send the grateful pood wishes of us
all.

As we listen In the quiet of this Sunday hour to 
the voices of the great actors, famous musician», and happy 

children who sing, or speak, or play for as, I should like 

you to think especially of the sorrowing and suffering ones, 

on whose behalf their Individual contributions ere being, made.

I should like each one to aak himself to what extent can I 
also imaedlatel7 contribute to the fund of the tied Cross in 
order that its voice, too, aay be heard., in fuller and deeper 

tones, asiid the cruelties and anguish of war.
The voice of the fed Cross is the voice of humanity. 

It calls to us tonight from scenes of unparalleled horror 
and unprecedented tragedy. It is to be beard er&dat the 
devastation of anelent laonumenfce and humble homes, and from 
the waves of the storra swept sea. It la the voice of our own 
breveet cone and daughter», and of their kinsmen and allies 
beyond the sees, who lie wounded, crippled, (tying in order 
that we may live. It is the voice not only of brave men pre­
pared to meet death and to suffer agonies end privations for 
us, but also the voice ef women and little children, appealing 
to God for rescue, from the barbarities of a foe Who has
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substituted a deity of iron and steel for the Source of 
Id ht and Love in the hitmen heart.

Tonight, aaidst man’s Inhumanity to mam, the voice 
of the Red Cross pleads the cause of man’s humanity to 
aan. It 1» the voice of compassion, of pity, of loving 
kindness, of Chlriefc-litoe ministrations» Its work unites 
into one great community of mercy, all creeds, all classes,
all races. Under its banner, doctors and nurses brave 
pestilence and death. oneatb the sign of its holy symbol, 
men and women comfort the afflicted, welcoiae the refugee, 
feed the hungry, » lie Iter the homeless, tend the sick, aid
the wounded, and bring hope to the dying. It is ’Wa great 
humanitarian service which, at this tins, we are being 
called upon to aid# . z ,

Our own hearts «411 need much in the way of consola­
tion before this terrible and ever widening conflict is at 
an end. In what we, ourselves, have done to lessen Its 
sacrifices and its sorrows, will lie the only real consola­
tion we shall ever have.

Ladle# and gentlament Many voices appeal to you 
tonight. Strongest perhaps, is the voice of Conscience, - the
celestial said immortal voice - It has been called. Of your 
generous response to the eloquent appeal of these many voices,. 
I am not the least In doubt.
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To Make Voice Of ,
Red Cross Society 
Fuller and Deeper
Prime Minister Mackenzie King 

last night urged Canadians to 
contribute to the $5,000,000 drive 
of the Canadian Red Cross Society 
so that “its voice may be heard 
in fuller and deeper tones amid 
the cruelties and anguish of war.”

The Prime Minister spoke at 
the opening of last night’s Red 
Cross program, broadcast over a 
nation-wide network of the Cana­
dian Broadcasting Corporation.

He said that the Red Cross is 
! “the voice of compassion, of pity,
I of loving kindness, of Christ-like 
I ministrations.” Its men and 
women “comfort the afflicted, wel­
come the refugee, feed the hungry, 
shelter the homeless, tend the 
sick, aid the wounded, and bring 
hope to the dying.”

Then he said:
“Our own hearts will need much 

in the way of consolation before 
this terrible and ever-widening 
conflict is at an end. In what we, 
ourselves, have done to lessen its 
sacrifices and its sorrows, will lie 
the only real consolation we shall 
ever have.”

Mr. King thanked the Canadian 
and British artists for donating ! 
their time to the broadcast. He 
asked Canadians, as they listened, 
to think especially of the sorrow­
ing and suffering men, women and 
children on whose behalf the 
artists were giving their time.

He appealed to Canadians to 
ask themselves : “To what extent 
can I immediately contribute to 
the fund of the Red Cross?" He 

- added: “Of your generous re­
sponse. I am not the least in 
doubt.”
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Premier King 
Makes Appeal - 
For Red Cross

Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
Sunday night urged Canadians to 
contribute to the $5,000,000 drive 
of the Canadian Red Cross Society 
so that “its voice may be heard 
in fuller and deeper tones amid 
the cruelties and anguish of war”.

The Prime Minister spoke at the 
opening of last night's Red Cross 
program, broadcast over a 
nation-wide network of the Can­
adian Broadcasting Corporation.

He said that the Red Cross is 
“the voice of compassion, of pity, 
of loving kindness, of Christ-like 
ministrations”. Its men and 
women “comfort the afflicted, 
welcome the refugee, feed the 
hungry, shelter the homeless, tend 
the sick, aid the wounded, and 
bring hope to the dying”.

Then he said:
“Our own hearts will need 

much in the way of consolation 
before this terrible and ever- 
widening conflict is at an end. 
In what we, ourselves, have done 
to lessen its sacrifices and its 
sorrows, will lie the only real 
consolation we shall ever have."

Mr. King thanked the Cana­
dian and British artists for don­
ating their time to the broadcast. 
He asked Canadians, as they lis­
tened, to think especially of the 
sorrowing and suffering men. 
women and children on whose 
behalf the artists were giving 
their time.

He appealed to Canadians to 
*sk themselves: “To what extent 
can I immediately contribute to

I the fund of the Red Cross.” He 
added: “Of your generous re­
sponse, I am not the least in
doubt/' >
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Cinema Stars Help.

TORONTO, Sept. 29 — (CP) — 
Hollywood's brightest stars joined 
with Prime Minister King and the 
Dionne quintuplets tonight in an 
inspiring radio program staged for 
the Red Cross emergency appeal 
for $5,000,000 to aid British air 
raid victims.

I British and Canadian motion 
| picture stars drew on the works of 
I English writers from Shakespeare.
; down through Kipling to Noel 
I Coward to emphasize England’s 
indomitable spirit in her present 
plight.

The international character of 
the broadcast, which was produced 
by the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation and was carried over 
the Mutual network in the United 
States, was emphasized at the 
close. Alan Mowbray, Master of 
Ceremonies, asked American 
listeners to sing. “My Country, 'Tis 
of Thee”, while Canadian listeners 
sang “God Save the King”, point­
ing out the music was the same.

A singer in Hollywood sang the 
British National Anthem.

Mr. King opened the program 
from Ottawa with an appeal for 
funds for the Red Cross and an 
explanation of the work it was 
doing. During the broadcast 
American sympathizers were told 
they could send their contributions 
to Mr. Bowbray at Hollywood and 
they would be forwarded to 
Canada.
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/AN INSPIRING BRITISH PROGRAM.
Seldom, if ever, have the people of Canada 

been privileged to hear a more inspiring yet 
entertaining program than that provided on Sun­
day night by members of the British film colony 
in Hollywood in aid of the Canadian Red Cross 
Society, and broadcast throughout North 
America by the Mutual, Southern California and 
Canadian broadcasting chains. From the elo­
quent and spirited appeal of the Prime Minister 
of Canada to the impassioned and deeply mov­
ing closing message of Vivien Leigh, the pro­
gram was maintained on a singularly high level 
as world-famed artists made their memorable 
contributions in behalf of our kinsmen across 
the sea who are fighting and dying that we in 
North America may live.

Great credit must be given to Mr. Napier 
Moore, the editor of Maclean’s Magazine, and 
Ithose who were associated with him in the ar­
rangement of this stirring broadcast. The 
motion-picture stars who gave their time and 
talents to the program have placed the Canadian 
people under a great debt of gratitude to them. 
The artists seemed truly inspired and won the 
admiration of millions of listeners as they re­
captured the spirit of old England and Eng­
land’s great heroes, in song, poetry and drama. 
Tears welled in the eyes of Canadians, yet their 
hearts stirred with pride as leading actors and 
actresses of the screen quoted gems of English 
prose or recited the works of Shakespeare and 
Kipling in praise of the valiant efforts of Brit­
ain’s imperishable heroes.

Such a bountiful feast from the English 
classics not only brings comfort to anguished 
souls and aid to those who have suffered and 
are suffering in civilization’s cause, but it must 
have kindled fires in the hearts of Americans 
and Canadians who appreciate the perils and 
dangers of these trying times and have a com­
mon interest in maintaining the British way of 
life. The excellent program provided by these 
talented artists will yield generous contributions 
to the Canadian Red Cross Society and ensure 
ample aid and comfort to those who have been 
stricken on the field of battle or maimed by the 
bombs of German raiders. But it will do much 
more. It will further unite the American and 
Canadian people in bonds of love and sympathy 
and understanding.

“Virtually all of the screen celebrities who 
took part in the program are already well known 
and greatly admired by Canadian audiences, but 
their warm hearted co-operation in this noble 
cause will endear them still more to their public 
in Canada and the British Islands. We should 
like to say on behalf of the people of Canada 
that their patriotism and public spirit have not 
only given the Canadian Red Cross drive a tre­
mendous impetus, but that they have rekindled 
the spirit of British heroism and have strength­
ened our confidence in the cause for which, 
BritonS, soldiers and civilians, are fighting. /

i
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Propaganda At Its Best.
The radio has seldom brought better fare 

than on Sunday evening when for an hour the 
Red Cross broadcast from Hollywood featured 
leading British and Canadian stars of the stage 
and screen, followed a half-hour later by the 
Director of Information’s program, Let's Face 
the Facts, with Mr. Alfred Lunt and his charm­
ing wife, Miss Lynn Fontanne, in one of their 
very infrequent radio appearances. If we can 
have publicity and propaganda broadcasts of 
this calibre by all means let's have them.

Actually there were few facts in the Lunt- 
Fontanne program; it was pure propaganda in 
the best and highest meaning of that much- 
abused word. Their offering consisted of three 
short and specially written scenes from Robert 
Sherwood’s current Bro:\dway success “There 
Shall Be No Night’’ in which Mr. Sherwood 
uses the Finnish campaign as a background for 
a powerful sermon on the ideals of the present 
struggle. Mr. Sherwood wrote the radio script 
and this was its premiere. The announcer stat­
ed that Mr. Sherwood, the Lunts and cast had 
donated their services as a contribution to Can­
ada's war effort. Certainly nothing could be 
finer than Mr. Lunt’s final tribute to Canada 
and the Empire.

The Hollywood broadcast was an hour of 
sheer delight for those who want the unusual in 
radio entertainment. The^ Primg Minister was 
gracious, and brief, in his introduction and then 
the best that the British Empire has given to 
the silver screen took over. A roll call of the 
guest stars sounded like a list from Who’s Who 
on the British stage. Everybody contributed 
something real, something he or she could do 
just a little better than most others. It ended 
with that grand toast to the future dignity of 
Britain from Cavalcade done in Miss Vivien 
Leigh’s best style and Master of Ceremonies 
Alan Mowbray reminding all that God Save 
the King and My Country ’Tis of Thee were 
sung to the same tune. In all it was a fine con­
tribution to Red Cross publicity.

Incidentally when There shall Be No Night 
visits Toronto and Ottawa as a stage presenta­
tion Mr. Sherwood, Mr. Lunt and Miss Fon­
tanne will contribute their share of the pro­
ceeds to a Canadian war charity.
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P„ M. OVER
Those who heard the Prinie: 

Minister’s broadcast for the Rtjd 
Cross on Sunday, says the Toronto 
Saturday Night, were pretty gener­
ally surprised at the improvement 
In his radio style. It is true that he. 
had only a short time to speak andj 
therefore no chance to over-elabor-j 
ate his points, also that he was talk­
ing on a subject of considerable 
emotional value and to a continent­
wide audience. But even with these 
advantages, the concreteness of his 
words and the colorful vigor of his 
utterance were highly impressive.

"At the dinner which he gave last 
week to the delegation of important 
American newspaper editors who 
were being "wised up” on Canada's 
war efforts, he did a very different 
kind of job equally well,” continues 
our Toronto contemporary. "Here 
the comment of the visitors was 
directed to the air of sincerity with 
which he spoke and the entire lack 
of bombast or rhetoric in what he 
had to say. It is very important at 
the moment that Americans should 
have the utmost possible confidence I 
both in the personal character of 
the head of the Canadian Govern­
ment and in his ability to get done 
the things which we wants to get 
done. On both these points we 
think that the Ottawa visit had good 
results, and as for what they saw in 
the rest of Canada, the almost ex­
hausted visitors were loud in their 
admiration.” /
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Hollywood Stars Join Appeal 
Of Premier for Red Cross
Ottawa, Sept. 29 (Staff).—Top- 

ranking British and Canadian stars 
of Hollywood fame gathered in the 
Hollywood Bowl tonight before an 
audience of 3,000 and with music, 
poetry and drama, appealed to the 
people of Canada and the United 
States to back the Canadian Red 
Cross Society in its work on behalf 
of air-raid victims in England, the 
fighting forces and the wounded.

The program, opened by Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King, who 
spoke from Ottawa, was broadcast 
throughout the United States and 
Canada. The Dionne quintuplets 
and Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe broadcast 
from Callander.

Premier King expressed the 
thanks of the Dominion to the 
movie stars, and to Dr. Dafoe and 
the quintuplets, and appealed to 
Canadians to subscribe to the work 
of the Red Cross.

Thunderous applause came from 
, the great audience gathered in the 

Hollywood Bowl as star after star- 
quoted in ringing tones from old 
literature praising the courage of 
the people of England. Interspersed 

! in the program were appeals for 
the help of the people of both the 

| United States and Canada for the

Mother in Shelter.
Madelline Carroll, in a voice ring­

ing with emotion, said, "My mother, 
who is tonight, along with count­
less others, in an air-raid shelter 
somewhere in Kent, once told me 
never to ask for anything unless I 
had first given thanks for what I 
have received. Tonight my heart is 
full of gratitude for what the people 
of the United States have done for 
Britain. I know the young people 
of this country and 1 know how,

; deep in their hearts, they feel for 
Britain." v

Miss Carroll then read an editor­
ial from The New York Times, "It’s 
Twelve O’Clock in London," written 
at the time Hitler announced his 
intention of crushing everything in 
England.

"It’s twelve o'clock in England," 
she concluded slowly and emotion­
ally, "Let us—let’s hope all is well." 1 
There were cheers from the 
audience.

Merle Oberon made only a brief 
speech, given slowly and quietly.

"A year has passed," she said, 
"since you women up in Canada 
look up your needles on behalf of 
the fighting forces. A year has 
passed since your Canadian Red 
Cross began shipping over to Eng

United states ana uanacia îor me ■ ... ... nnil, hnCanadian Red Cross. Alan Mowbray. Iand the suppl,es thal ®le now bc 
j who was master of ceremonies, ask-i ing made available to the victims 
: cd the American listening audience.1 0£ the enemy raids. The garments

to‘ send their cheques to him -----<- — u..-..

directly.
Among the stars who took part 

were Laurence Oliver, Vivian Leigh,

Mary Pickford, Ronald Colman, Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke, Madelenc Carroll, 
Gene Lockhart, Binnic Barnes, 
Gloria Jean, Merle Oberon and a 
host of others.

Gene Lockhart had written a

you made are bringing warmth to 
thousands of our brave people in 
Britain. The food you sent over is 
feeding the homeless."
Mary Pickford Appeals.

Mary Pickford made a strong 
appeal for assistance to the people 
of Britain.

"I have seen the women of the 
Canadian Red Cross at work," she 
said. "I know how Canada is do-

tobrief sketch for the occasion. It ing everything in its powei 
brought roars of applause as well Vuu“my a'uacZi? j
as many a laugh, as it unfolded the , ,, m^st of the program, tl
story of a group of English people 
calmly trooping into a shelter dur

In the midst, of the program, the 
scene was shifted to Callendar

- , R. ,bl,ie.lLcV d.ul" where Dr. Dafoe told the listening
ing an air-raid. The chief topic d s- audience lhat lhe first visitor to the 
cussed was cricket. Not even the qU}n£Upiets had been a Red Cross 
news that the house of one of the nurse and that Red Cross aid had 
occupants of the shelter had been meant a great deal in the lives of 
bombed brought discouragement. thp famous children.

The quintuplets then sang
"There’ll Always Be an England" 
in English, and "■£) Canada," in 
French.

Back in Hollywood, the program 
continued with Laurence Olivier 
giving a magnificent recital of a 
scene from Shakespeare’s King 
Henry the Fifth.

There was pin-drop silence as his 
challenging voice rang out in con­
clusion:

"The game’s afoot:
Follow your spirit; and, upon this 

charge
Cry ‘God for Harry, England and 

Saint George’."
The cheers and roar of applause 

subsided only when Vivian Leigh 
appeared before the microphone.
Ended With National Anthem.

Throughout the program, the mu­
sic was of a stirring British nature. 
"Rule Britannia" was played fre­
quently, and all the songs given 
were British. THhe program con­
cluded with the singing of "God 
Save the King" and "My Country 
’Tis of Thee." Proceeds of the 
Hollywood Bowl will be given to 
the Canadian Red Cross.

In opening the nation-wide radio 
broadcast, Prime Minister King 
appealed to every Canadian to sub­
scribe to the $5,000,000 Red Cross 
campaign "to help Canadian and 
British men, women and children 
in the hour of their greatest, need.”

"The voice of the Red Cross is 
the voice of humanity," said the 
Prime Minister. "It calls to us to­
night from scenes of unparalleled 
horror and unprecedented tragedy. 
It is to be heard amid the devas­
tation of ancient monuments and 
humble homes, and from the waves 
of the storm-swept sea.

"It is the voice of our own bravest 
sons and daughters, and of their 
kinsmen and allies beyond the seas, 
who lie wounded, crippled, dying in 
order that we may live. It is the 
voice not only of brave men pre­
pared to meet death and to suffer 
agonies and privations for us, but 
also the voice of women and little 
children, appealing to God for rescue 
from the barbarities of a foe who 
has substituted a deity of iron and 
steel for the source of light and 
love in the human heart.
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5 “Tonight, amid man’s inhuman-

i ily to man, the voice of the Red 
|Cross pleads the cause of man’s hu­
manity to man. It is the voice of 
compassion, of pity, of loving kind-1 

! ness, of Christ-like ministrations. | 
Its work unites into one great com­
munity of mercy all creeds, all 
classes, all races. Under its banner 
doctors and nurses brave pestilence 
and death. Beneath the sign of its 
holy symbol men and women com­
fort the afflicted, welcome the refu­
gee, feed the hungry, shelter the 
homeless, lend the sick, aid the 
wounded, and bring hope to the 
dying. It is this great humanitarian 
service which at. this time we are 
being called upon to aid.”

“Our own hearts will need much 
in the way of consolation before this 
terrible and ever-widening conflict 
is at an end. In what, we, ourselves, 
have done to lessen its sacrifices and 
its sorrows will lie the only real 
consolation we shall ever have,” said 
Mr. King.
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TRAINING OF BRITISH PILOTS IN CANADA

1. It has been charged that the government sup­

pressed the news that the British government was sending 

additional British pilots to be trained in Canada because 

we wished to conceal a reversal of the policy enunciated

c* te. - l ain the House of Commons on July 1, 1938.

This statement is not true. The news was 

withheld at the specific request of the United Kingdom

government.

î^±zx±i(See separate note''on this point ) V '4 

In receiving the additional pilots for training

the Canadian government was not reversing the policy 

outlined in 1938. In the statement I made at that time 

I made a careful distinction between a time of peace and 

a time of war. The words I used will be found in the 

Revised Hansard for 1938 at p.4527. Let me read them to 

the House.

(Here quote - Exhibit No. 1)

As a matter of fact, even had there been no

such exception provided for a time of war, the present 

arrangement would not constitute a departure from the 

principle on which I insisted in 1938. The establishments
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2.

in which the British pilots are being trained are, in 
fact, under the administration of the Canadian government.

The discredited story of Canada*s refusal in 
1937 or 1938 to allow the training of British pilots in 
this country has been revived. It is now said that the 
British wanted to train 10,000 pilots a year. The number 
is decreasing. Last February the Opposition said 25,000 
a year.

The truth is, and it has been pointed out 
repeatedly, that we did not refuse to permit the training 
of British pilots in Canada. In fact we offered facilities 
for training them in Canadian establishments. Our offer 
was gratefully accepted. I have never asked that my word 
be accepted in this matter. The acceptance of our offer 
is recorded in the British Hansard on July 7, 1938 in a 
reply by Sir Kingsley V/ood, then Secretary of State for 
Air to a question by Mr. Attlee. These are his words:

(Here quote reply : Exhibit No. 2)
So far as the number to be trained is concerned, 

that matter was the subject of direct discussion between 
the Air Ministry in the United Kingdom and the Canadian 
Department of National Defence. The original suggestion
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was 300, the final figure agreed upon was 50. This 

Parliament voted the money ($6,000,000) in 1939 to 

provide for their training. The whole matter was ex­

plained to the House by the present Minister of National 

Defence on May 27th of this year and the record will be 

found on page 284 of the Unrevised Hansard. Let me 

refresh the memory of the Opposition:

(Here quote Hansard: Exhibit No. 3)

Surely honourable members opposite will not 

accuse the Minister of National Defence of falsifying 

the record. '

3. This discréditais tory about pilots is always

coupled with an equally fanciful story about the production 

of aircraft. In some mysterious way, the mythical refusal 

to train pilots is supposed to have prevented the British 

government from securing planes in Canada.

The record regarding aircraft is equally clear. 

Two British aircraft missions visited Ottawa during 1938. 

The first of these was known as the Weir Mission. Its 

visit to Canada was brief and incidental. Its main purpose 

was to visit the United States. While it was a Mission 

which came to confer with manufacturers, our government 

gave it all possible assistance and, on June 21st, 1938,
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we were officially thanked by the British Government 

for our help.

The second aircraft Mission was sent specifically 

to Canada. In announcing its purpose on July 13th,/Sir 

Kingsley Wood stated, in the British House of Commons, 

that it was visiting our country to negotiate with the 

Canadian aircraft industry for the manufacture of bomber 

aircraft in Canada. The Mission was headed by Sir Hardman 

Lever. It was here from July 28th to September 7th, 1938. 

Its visit was successful and resulted in the organization 

of a representative co-operative group of Canadian aircraft 

manufacturers for the manufacture of bomber planes. Initial 

orders were immediately placed.

4. I have one final observation to make. These

unfounded and absurd charges relate to the year 1938. They 

are not true. Even if they were true they have absolutely 

nothing to do with the prosecution of the war in 1940 and 

or 1941. The only motive in making them is to sow suspicion 

and mistrust. The only result they can possibly have is to 

promote lack of confidence and disunity. In fact they 

serve only to discredit their authors.

My colleagues and I have made it clear, at all 

times, that we welcome constructive criticism of the war



effort and that,indeedjwe regard such criticism as 
helpful and necessary. But the propagation of dis­
credited stories, without the slightest basis in fact, 
is nothing more nor less them a deliberate attempt to
weaken Canada’s war effort.
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Montreal Gazette Oct. 12/40

Conservative Leader R. B. Hanson, 
declaring he might be interned for 
making the statement, said in a 
speech tonight Canada was going 
ahead with the training of 10,000 
British airmen “over and above 
the Empire Air Training Plan."

I Mr. Hanson, speaking before the 
annual meeting of the Queen's 
County Conservative Association, 
said Prime Minister Mackenzie 
had “agreed to the very same pro­
posal that he rejected in 1938."

"Three hundred of these young 
British trainees are in Kingston, 
Ont., now." he declared. “You have 
not,seen anything of that in the 
newspapers, have you'.' I'll tell you 
why.

“When the arrangement wa.- con­
cluded, the censorship department,' 
which is Government - controlled, j 
sent out what is called a press cen­
sorship directive warning the pa­
pers of Canada to make no mention 
of this fact.

*"T may be. interned for -la ting 
it, Fut I know' it "is"true. f~havc it 
from the Air Mini try my df And 
wc are going on with the 10,000 
trainee scheme, over and above the j 
Empire Air Training Plan of which 
you have heard so much."

CITES 1938 REFUSAL.
Mr. Hanson preceded this declara­

tion by saying the 'Prime Minister 
had "made one of the saddest mis- < 
takes-any man has. <evia made when 
he refused to consider even the sug­
gestion that EnglancLxliould send 
10.000 airmen to be trained in this 
country at the expense of the Brit­
ish Government."

“I say liis refusal, in the light of 
subacauafif events: was the biggest 
pnc. aga u jst ou r wa r effort," the. 
Conservative leader charged. “Tf i 
he had accepted the offer of the 
British Government in 1938. we 
would now be having a steady 
stream of young airmen trained to 
fight battles. What a great advant­
age that would be to England, if we 
had that additional force to draw 
from!"

H" continued:
"Mr. King said it would bo a den­

ial oHhc sovereignty of Canada to 
let foreign—ho baited them ‘foreign’ 
—troops into Canada. When press­
ed, he said ‘Wc will set up an air 
training scheme.’ They voted $36.- 
000,000 for air training. and how 
many do you think they proposed to- 
send over under that scheme? Fifty 
a year. Lc*s than une a week," 

Since the closing of the last ses­
sion of Parliament, -the British De­
puty Minister for Air had come to 
Canada and Mr. King had now 
agreed to the previous proposal.



Revised Hansard July 1, 1938, page 4527, 
Right Honourable 7/, L. Mackenzie King.

Re British Pilots :

"I need only add that what I have said has, 
of course, to be sharply distinguished from the 
case of actual war where a country may have to 
permit its partners, associates or allies to 
maintain, operate and control military establish­
ments and forces within its territory, forced 
to do so by the actual strategic or tactical 
necessities and for the purposes, but only for 
the purposes, of the actual joint war.”
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Page 596;
ROYAL AIR FORCE PILOTS
(TRAINING, CANADA)

Mr. Attlee (by Private Notice) asked the Secretary 
of State for Air whether his attention has been drawn 
to the statement of the Prime Minister of Canada that 
the Dominions Government are prepared in connection 
with their own establishments to help in affording 
facilities for the training of pilots for the Royal 
Air Force, if that would be of service, and whether he 
has any statement to make?
Sir K, Wood: Yes, Sir. An offer to this effect has 
been communicated to His Majesty1s Government in the
United Kingdom by the Canadian Prime Minister through 
the United Kingdom High Commissioner. A reply has been 
sent expressing warm appreciation of the offer and arrange­
ments are being made in accordance with a suggestion of 
the Canadian Prime Minister for an officer to be sent to 
Canada immediately to explore in co-operation with the 
Canadian Government the possibility of working out such 
a scheme for training facilities in Canada*



’"ar Appropriation Bill No. 18

Unrevised Hansard
May 27th, 1940, pp. 285-4

Air. GOLDING : My question arises from 
a statement made by the lion, member for 
Dufferin-Simcoe (Mr. Howe) the other night. I 
should like to know what the cost would be 
to manufacture these 25,000 British fighting 
planes. The lion, member said, as reported on 
page 199 of Hansard.

I say that the government to your right, Mr. 
Speaker, will stand condemned on the pages 
of Canadian history for not having overseas in 
support of those gallant boys to-night at least 
twenty-five thousand British lighting planes.

I should like to know what the cost of 
25.000 fighting planes would be, and the 
length of time it would take to manufacture, 
or to set up plants to manufacture, that 
sort ol thing. We ought to keep in mind in 
discussing these matters the time it takes to 
establish plants for the manufacture of fight­
ing machines or munitions. I had some ex­
perience as shop foreman in the plant at 
home during the last war. We got a con­
tract for shells. I think in March, 1915; we 
had to set up the whole plant, tool the 
machines, and we were not shipping shells 
until November of that year. In addition, 
every machine operated in manufacturing the 
shells was manned by a person who had had 
no previous experience in machine work at 
all. We had to take the time not only to 
set up the plant and tool the machines but 
to train the men to operate them. Anyone 
who has gone through that experience will 
have some idea of the time it would take 
and the cost of setting up plants for that 
production. It cannot be done overnight. 
I am not saying this in a critical way. I 
just want the information, if 1 can get it, 
as to what would bo the cost to Canada of 
supplying 25,000 fighting machines and the 
length of time it would take to set up plants 
to handle that production.

Mr. ROWE: The hon. member is asking 
the minister, but perhaps he will permit 
me to remind him that while I referred to 
fighting planes I meant that they would be 
piloted by Canadian-trained pilots. The 
scheme to which I had reference, according 
to my understanding and the general rumour 
throughout this country, and indeed in Great 
Britain, was that at that time Britain pro­
posed to pay for the scheme herself and to 
train 25.000 pilots in Canada each year. 
Apparently our status would not permit that 
to be done, but now we are led to believe 
that same status permits us to move no 
faster than Great Britain asks us to move.

Mr. RALSTON : My hon. friend referred 
to this scheme the other night. I was not 
in the house at the time and I have not

taken the trouble since to answer him. I 
really thought that what we were engaged 
with was the present, not the past. Since my 
hon. friend has mentioned this matter again 
to-night, however, perhaps we can just clear 
it up in a few minutes; at least let me say 
a word about it. I want to say to my hon. 
friend that I have examined the records, and 
that the largest number ever suggested by 
the British government in connection with 
the training of pilots in Canada was in the 
first part of 1938, when they suggested the 
training of 300 pilots a year; not 25,000 but 
300. There Is quite "some difference between 
those figures.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury) : Is that 
proposal in writing?

Mr. RALSTON : That suggestion was sub­
mitted to the Royal Canadian Air Force; and 
if T remember correctly, according to the 
records the answer came hack that instead of 
300 the number might be 235, I believe 201 
for Britain and 34 for Canada. That, proposi­
tion was submitted to Britain, and they came 
back with the " suggestion tlia| the number 
should be 135. I should have said that when 
fh~ Prune Minister made the statement in 
this house to the effect that he felt this should 
be a Canadian scheme, instead of its being 
suggested in the British house, that never again 
would Great. Britain ask Canada for anything, 
the Minister for Air, Sir Kingsley Wood, 
thanked Canada for that offer. I believe that 
statement was made in the House of Com­
mons and placed upon Hansard. Finallyt_the 
arrangey.ient. was made for 50 pilots a year, 
and‘ in 1929 Util house, voted $6,000,000 for 
the co.^t u£ that training.

That is the story with regard to the training 
of British pilots, as I read the records. So I 
do not think there is much point in anyone 
going back and talking about 25.000 pilots a 
year in connection with that previous arrange­
ment, or saying that if the scheme had been 
in operation now, the training would have 
been completed and we would have had 25,000 
pilots or any such number over there to-night 
if that scheme had been carried out. In point 
of fact, it was suggested that this should be a 
Canadian scheme, and the number was changed 
as the result of discussions carried on from 
time to time, discussions in which the British 
high commissioner participated all the way 
through. The British government thanked 
the Canadian""government and acce^ecTTHe 
inopbsTHon for Ttte mining of 50 pilots a year. 
That Is* tlio'"story wTtTi'regard to that" previous 
air training scheme, and this house voted 
money for il, tO£ellior with money for the 
training of Canadian pilots. y
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1. It ha a been charged that the government sup-

pressed the news that the British government was sending 

additional British pilots to be trained in Canada because 

we wished to conceal a reversal ot the policy enunciated

in the House of Cornons on July 1, 1938 r"L£ V» Ai. 1 
6t. f - Â.' L £

This statement is not true. The news was 

withheld at the specific request of the United Kingdom

government.
(See separate note/on this point)

In receiving the additional pilots for training

the Canadian government was not reversing the policy 

outlined in 1938. In the atateænt I made at that time 

I mad* a careful distinction between a time of peace and 

a time of war. The words I used will be found in the 

Revised Hansard for 1930 at p.4527, Let me read them to 

the House.

(Here quote - Exhibit Ho. 1)

As a matter of fact, even had there been no

such exception provided for a time of war, the present 

arrangement would not constitute a departure from the 

principle on which I insisted in 1938. The establishments
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In which the British pilota are being trained are, In 
fact, under the a âr&lni at rat Ion of the Canadian government.

2. The discredited story of Canada*s refusal in
1937 or 1938 to allow the training of British pilots in 
this country has been revived. It is now said that the 
British wanted to train 10,000 pilots a year. The number 
is decreasing* Last February the Opposition said 23,000 
a year.

The truth Is, and it has been pointed out 
repeatedly, that we did not refuse to permit the training 
of British pilots la Canada. In faot we offered facilities 
for training them in Canadian establishments. Our offer 
was gratefully accepted. I have never asked that ay word 
be accepted in this matter. The acceptance of our offer 
is recorded In the British Hansard on July 7, 1938 in a 
reply by Sir Kingsley Wood, then Secretary of State for 
Air to a question by Mr. Attlee. These are his words:

(Here quote reply: Exhibit Ho. 2)
So far as the number to be trained is concerned, 

that matter was the subject of direct discussion between 
the Air Ministry in the United Kingdom and the Canadian 
Department of National Defence. The original suggestion



was 300» tiie final figure agreed upon was SO. This 

Parliament voted the money (,000,000) in 1939 to 

provide for their training. The whole matter was ex­

plained to the House by the present Minister of National 

Defence oa May 27th of this year and the record will be 

found on page 264 of the Unrevlsed Hansard. Let m 
refresh the memory of the Opposition:

(Here quote Hansard: Exhibit Ho. 3) 

Surely honourable members opposite will not 

accuse the Minister of National Defence of falsifying 

the record.

This discredit story about pilota is always 

coupled with an equally fanciful story about the production 

of aircraft. In some mysterious way, the mythical refusal 

to train pilots is supposed to have prevented the British 

government from securing planes In Canada.

The record regarding aircraft is equally clear. 

Two British aircraft miselona visited Ottawa during 1936.

The first of these was known as the Weir Mission. Its 

visit to Canada was brief and Incidental. Its main purpose 

was to visit the United States. While it was a Mission 

which came to confer with manufacturers, our government 

gave It all possible assistance and, on June 21st, 1930,
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we were officially thanked by the British Government 
for our help.

The second aircraft Mission was seat specifically 
to Canada. In announc lav; Its purpose on July 13th/ Sir 
Kingsley Wood stated, In the British Rouse of Commons, 
that It was visiting our country to negotiate with the 
Canadian aircraft Industry for the manufacture of bomber 
aircraft In Canada. The Mission was headed by Sir Kardaan 
Lever. It was here froa July 28th to Septeaber 7th, 1936. 
Its visit was successful and resulted In the organization 
of a representative co-operative group of Canadian aircraft 
manufacturers for the aanufaoture of boaber plsnee. Initial 
orders were immediately placed.

4» I have one final observation to make. These
unfounded and absurd charges relate to the year 1938. They 
are not true. Even if they were true they have absolutely 
nothing to do with the prosecution of the war in 1940 and 
or 1941. The only active In caking then la to sow suspicion 
end mistrust. The only result they can possibly have la to 
proaote lack of confidence and disunity. In fact they 
serve only to discredit their authors.

My colleagues and I have made it clear, at all 
times, that we welcome constructive criticism of the war



effort and that indeed we regard aueh criticism aa 
helpful and necessary. But the propagation of dis­
credited stories, without the slightest basis in fact, 
is nothing more nor less than e deliberate atteapt to 
weaken Canada's war effort.
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October 12, 1940

CHARLOTTETOWN, Oct. 11— 
(C.P.)—Conservative Leader R. B. 
Hanson, declaring he might be 
interned for making the statement, 
said in a speech tonight Canada 
was going ahead with the training 
of 10,000 British airmen “over 
and above the Empire Air Training 
Scheme.”

Says 300 at Kingston
Mr. Hanson, speaking before the 

annual meeting of the Queen’s 
County Conservative Association, 
said Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King had “agreed to the very 
same proposal that he rejected in 
1938.”

“Three hundred of these young 
British trainees are in Kingston 
(Ont.) now,” he declared. “You 
haven’t seen anything of that in 
the newspapers, have you? I'll tell 
you why.

“When the arrangement was 
concluded, the censorship depart­
ment, which is government-con­
trolled, sent out what is called a 
press censorship directive warning 
the papers of Canada to make no 
mention of this fact.

“I may be interned for stating 
it, but I know it is true. I have it 
from the air ministry, myself. And 
we are going on with the 10,000 
trainee scheme over and above 
the Empire Air Training Scheme 
of which you have heard so much.”

Made Sad Mistake
Mr. Hanson preceded this declar­

ation by saying the Prime Minister 
had “made one of the saddest mis­
takes any man has ever made 
when he refused to consider even 
the suggestion that England 
should send 10,000 airmen to be 
trained in this country at the ex­
pense of the British government.”

“I say his refusal, in the light 
of subsequent events, was the 
biggest crime against our war 
effort,” the Conservative leader 
charged. “If he had accepted the 
offer of the British government in 
1938, we would now be having a 
steady stream of young airmen 
trained to fight battles. What a 
great advantage that would be to 
England, if we had that additional 
force to draw from.”

Agrees to Proposal
He continued:
“Mr. King said it would be. a 

denial of the sovereignty of Can­
ada to let foreign—he called them 
■foreign’ — troops into Canada. 
When pressed, he said, ‘we will 
set up an air training scheme.’ 
They voted $36,000,000 for air 
training, and how many do you 
think they proposed to send over 
under that scheme? Fifty a year. 
Less than one a week.

Since the closing of the last 
session of Parliament, the British 
deputy minister for air had come 
to Canada and Mr. King had now 
agreed to the previous proposal.

NO COMMENT HERE
Air Minister Power was not 

available last night for comment 
on the Charlottetown speech of 
Hon. R. B. Hanson, in which the 
Conservative leader said Canada 
was going ahead with the training 
of 10,000 British airmen “over 
and above the Empire training 
scheme.”

Mr. Power had retired when re­
ports of Mr. Hanson’s speech 
reached Ottawa, and his house­
hold was unwilling to disturb him.

Other air ministry officials who 
could be reached declined to com­
ment on Mr. Hanson’s address.
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Revised Hansard July 1, 1938, page 4527, 
Right Honourable L. I'lackenzie King.

Re British Pilots:

"I need only add that what I have said has, 
of course, to be sharply distinguished from the 
case of actual war where a country may have to 
permit its partners, associates or allies to 
maintain, operate and control military establish­
ments and forces within its territory, forced 
to do ao by the actual strategic or tactical 
necessities and for trie purposes, but only for 
the purposes, of the actual Joint war."



British House of Commons Debates
July 7th. 1958

Page 596:
ROYAL AIR FORCE PILOTS
(TRAINING. CANADA)

Mr. Attlee (by Private Notice) asked the Secretary 
of State for Air whether his attention has been drawn 
to the statement of the Prime Minister of Canada that 
the Dominions Government are prepared in connection 
with their own establishments to help in affording 
faeilities for the training of pilots for the Royal 
Air Force, if that would be of service, and whether he 
has any statement to make?
Sir K. Wood; Yes, Sir. An offer to this effeot has 
been communloated to His Majesty’s Government in the
United Kingdom by the Canadian Prime Minister through 
the United Kingdom High Commissioner. A reply has been 
sent expressing warm appreciation of the offer and arrange­
ments are being made in accordance with a suggestion of 
the Canadian Prime Minister for an officer to be sent to 
Canada Immediately to explore in co-operation with the 
Canadian Government the possibility of working out such 
a scheme for training facilities in Canada.



ar Appropriation Bill No. 18

Unrcvised Hansard
-ay 2V tli, 1940, pn. 285-4

Mr. GOLDING : My question arises from 
a statement made by the hon. member for 
Dufferin-Simcoe (Mr. Rowe) the other night. I 
should like to know what the cost would be 
to manufacture these 25,000 British fighting 
planes. The hon. member said, as reported on 
page 199 of Hansard.

I say that the government to your right, Mr. 
Speaker, will stand condemned on the pages 
of Canadian history for not having overseas in 
support of those gallant boys to-night at least 
twenty-live thousand British lighting planes.

I should like lo know what the cost of 
25,000 fighting planes would lie, and the 
length of time it would take to manufacture, 
or to set up plants to manufacture, that 
sort of thing. We ought to keep in mind in 
discussing these matters the time it takes to 
establish plants for the manufacture of fight­
ing machines or munitions. I had some ex­
perience as shop foreman in the plant at 
home during the last war. We got a con­
tract for shells. I think in March, 1915 ; we 
had lo set up the whole plant, tool the 
machines, and we were not shipping shells 
until November of that year. In addition, 
every machine operated in manufacturing the 
shells was manned by a person who had had 
no previous experience in machine work at 
all. We had to take the time not only to 
set up the plant and tool the machines but 
to train I he men to operate them. Anyone 
who has gone through that experience will 
have some idea of the time it would take 
and the cost of setting up plants for that 
production. It cannot be done overnight. 
I am not saying this in a critical way. I 
just want the information, if I can get it, 
as to what would be the cost to Canada of 
supplying 25,000 fighting machines and the 
length of time it would take to set up plants 
to handle that production.

Mr. ROWE: The hon. member is asking 
the minister, but perhaps lie will permit 
me to remind him that while I referred to 
fighting planes I meant that they would be 
piloted by Canadian-trained pilots. The 
scheme to which I had reference, according 
to my understanding and the general rumour 
throughout this country, and indeed in Great 
Britain, was that at that time Britain pro­
posed to pay for the scheme herself and to 
train 25.000 pilots in Canada each year. 
Apparently our status would not permit that 
to be done, but now we arc led to believe 
that same status permits us to move no 
faster than Great Britain asks us to move.

Mr. RALSTON : My hon. friend referred 
to this scheme the other night. I was not 
in the house at the time and I have not

taken the trouble since to answer him. I 
really thought that what we were engaged 
with was the present, not the past. Since my 
hon. friend has montioned this matter again 
to-night, however, perhaps we can just clear 
it up in a few minutes; at least let me say 
a word about it. I want to say to my hon. 
friend that I have examined the records, and 
that the largest number ever suggested by 
the British government in connection with 
the training of pilots in Canada was in the 
first part of 1938, when they suggested the 
training of 300 pilots a year; not 25,000 but 
300. There is quite some difference between 
those figures.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury) : Is that 
proposal in writing?

Mr, RALSTON : That suggestion was sub­
mitted to the Royal Canadian Air Force ; and 
if I remember correctly, according to the 
records the answer came back that, instead of 
300 the number might be 235, I believe 201 
for Britain and 34 for Canada. That proposi­
tion was submitted to Britain, and they came 
back with the suggestion that the number 
should be 135. I should have said that when 
the Prime Minister made the statement in 
this house to the effect that he felt this should 
be a Canadian scheme, instead of its being 
suggested in the British house, that never again 
would Great Britain ask Canada for anything, 
the Minister for Air, Sir Kingsley Wood, 
thanked Canada for that offer. I believe that 
statement was made in the House of Com­
mons and placed upon Hansard. Finally, the 
arrangement was made for 50 pilots a year, 
and in 1939 this house voted $6,000,000 for 
the cost of that training.

That is the story with regard to the training 
of British pilots, as I read the records. So I 
do not think there is much point in anyone 
going back and talking about 25,000 pilots a 
year in connection with that previous arrange­
ment, or saying that if the scheme had been 
in operation now, the training would have 
been completed and wo would have had 25,000 
pilots or any such number over there to-night 
if that scheme had been carried out. In point 
of fact, it was suggested that this should be a 
Canadian scheme, and the number was changed 
as the result of discussions carried on from 
time to time, discussions in which the British 
high commissioner participated all the way 
through. The British government thanked 
the Canadian government and accepted the 
proposition for the training of 50 pilots a year. 
That is the story with regard to that previous 
air training scheme, and this house voted 
money for it, together with money for the 
training of Canadian pilots.
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THS IKTERNATIOl AL SCENE D \
O . .

The Battle of Britain

When Parliament adjourned, at the end of the 

first week of August, the enemy had already established 

his bases along the Channel Coast, With France and the 

Low Countries in his power, he had begun a carefully pre­
pared and formidable attack by air on the iCifttflih "TsX&fT***' 

In the months that have followed, the attack has been 

pressed persistently, ruthlessly and relentlessly. It 

has been supplemented by long range artillery trained on 

the Straits, and on the streets of Dover• It has been 

extended to the sea, where, since August 17th, the waters 

around the British Isles, as In the unrestricted submarine
m-

warfare of 1917, have been declared S zone of military 

operations•

The assault on Britain has not stopped at mili­

tary objectives. It has been extended to open cities.

It has indeed been deliberately aimed at the civil popu­

lation, in the hope that incessant and merciless bombing

will break down morale, and lead to the evacuation In panic
f r

of cities and towns, and to the disorganization of British 

industry.
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Nevertheless the apprehension felt in those 
August days, when the savage onslaught was unloosed, and 
Britain stood, virtually alone in Europe, to face the 
German hordes, and the unknown destructiveness of unlimited 
air-war, has been dissipated for the time being at least.
It has been dissipated by the magnificent skill and courage 
of British airmen, and by the determination of the whole 
population to let no attack, however ferocious or long 
sustained, deter them from their purpose. Not only is 
their purpose that of defending Britain, it has been from 
the outset and will continue to be that of freeing their 
fallen allies and, ultimately, of removing the menace of 
Nazi domination from Europe and the world•

The Changing balance in the air
The battle for the mastery of the air over 

Britain still goes on. Long, grim months of siege, with 
constant threat of death from the skies, still lie ahead. 
Nevertheless the numerical superiority which the Nazis 
enjoyed throughout the summer and early autumn, and which, 
indeed, they still enjoy, is gradually but surely being 
whittled down. Greater losses by the enemy of pilots and 
planes, combined with a smaller relative production *B 
beginning to tentée tale.
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The threat of invasion decreased

The British Amy has been re-organized, re-quipped, 

and strengthened by fresh divisions and relnformcements 

from the Dominions overseas. The Royal Navy, has been 

strengthened by s3s£=g* destroyers from this side of

the Atlantic. The whole country bristles with defences. 

After months of waiting, the Germany army of invasion 

remains impotent to cross the narrow seas that separate 

it from Britain’s shores. In spite of all her suffering 

and losses Britain is stronger, and stronger by far, than 

when we separated in midsummer.

Canadian contribution

Members of the government of the United Kingdom 

have referred repeatedly in the most appreciative terms 

to Canada’s contribution to the strengthening of the 

British defences. On September 17th, Lord Caldecote, 

speaking in the lAouse of Lords referred*—fa?i -tho following 

yerda> to what he termed

,fthe invaluable co-operation and assistance 
which we are receiving from, tho Dominions 
in the common trouble."

He said:

"It is well known that the defences of this 
country include very substantial land forces 
from Canada, Australia and New Zealand. These 
forces are at present available to repel 
invasion, should invasion come. There are 
also v/ith us units of the Royal Canadian Navy, 
and a naval contingent from New Zealand. In
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the air it is common knowledge that a. 
Canadian fighter squadron has helped us 
immediately to increase the enemyf s losses, 
and we have had invaluable assistance from 
a unit of the Royal Australian Air Force• 
More recently we have welcomed an air con­
tingent from Southern Rhodesia. In our own 
Royal Air Force, there are many pilots from 
all the Dominions and indeed from all parts 
of the Empire. Newfoundland also has made 
a most substantial and indeed a remarkable 
contribution to the Forces defending the 
British Isles by sea and by land."

As recently as October 30th, the present Secretary
of State for the Dominions, Lord Cranborne, told audience

that thousands of Canadian troops were waiting in Britain
"with eager impatience for a chance to deal faithfully with

to
Hitler's forces of invasion," He referred also/the Canadian 

destroyers which v/ere in close co-operation with the Royal 

Navy. The following day, the British Under-Secretary for 

War, Lord Croftÿ who fought beside our Canadian troops in 
the last war, visited the units of the C*~.3.F. at present 

in the United Kingdom, and told them that the British Army 

Council was extremely proud of having fine Canadian formations 

co-operating with the great army being built up in Britain. 

Lord Croft also praised our Canadian airmen, and added these 

significant words: "When the river of supplies of pilots 
from the great Imperial camps in Canada turns to flood , air 
ascendancy will be won."
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The Improved position of Britain

.

o

Everyone senses the improvement in Britain’s 
position. The enemy’s hope of a quick victory has been 
shattered on the rock of British resistance. He is now 

turning his attention in considerable measure to other 

regions, and to the maintenance of his supply of foodstuffs, 

to oil, and to other materials necessitated by a war of 

attrition. His great aim now is to break the stranglehold 
of the British blockade. At the same time, he is seeking 

to blockade the United Kingdom. Already destruction at 

sea by the u-boat has become a peril to Britain greater 

even than that of bombardment from the air*

The attention of the enemy turns to the Balkans

Coincident with Germany’s concentration on the 
Battle of Britain and the consolidation of her gains in 
the West, events of far reaching importance have been 

happening in Eastern Europe. The Baltic states of Latvia,
Estonia and Lithuania have been taken over by the Soviets 

and with them a rich portion of Roumania,—the Provinces 

of Bessarabia and Northern Bukovina. Sensing a shift in 

the wind, Roumania adopted the trappings of Fascism and 

renounced the British guarantee. Her conversion, however, 

came too late. At the end of August, following a conference 

at Vienna, she was brusquely forced to cede half of Transylvania
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to Hungary and, some weeks later, the Southern Dobruja to 

Bulgaria, These renunciations of territories did not save 

her. Working, characteristically, through disaffected 

elements in the population, the Nazis succeeded in bringing 

Roumania entirely within their orbit. They secured complete 

control over her wheat, corn, and soya bean fields, and, most 

important of all her oil wells and refineries. These without 

doubt they will exploit to the full, German garrisons are 

already installed in the ore important towns• A German 

military mission is reported to be organizing the Roumanian 

army on the German model. In Hungary, Jugo-Slavla and 

Bulgaria, Nazi policy is developing the closest possible 

economic collaboration. Already, however, these countries 

are finding that such collaboration involves political 
control as well.

The South Weat of Europe

At the other end of Europe the enemy is following 

a similar policy. Spain, like Italy at the beginning, has 

declared for non-belligerency, instead of neutrality. For 

the present, however, so far as Spain is concerned, the 

enemy seeme to have been obliged to content himself with 

economic rather than military collaboration.
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The general strategic picture

The position of France is more difficult and 

more tragic. I shall speak, later, of it, and of our

gÿftflt Ally- relations with oyr once graafr Ally. What I wish to point 

out at the moment, or rather to emphasize^ is that the

prestige of the smashing German victories in the //est 

has placed almost all Europe, west of the Vistula, under 

German control. All the ports and air-fields from Norway 

to Spain are in Nazi hands• The resources, human and 

material, of these countries will be organized, with 

German method and thoroughness, in German interests alone. 

A formidable war potential has been placed in the hands of 

a ruthless enemy. It is all important that every one 

should realize how vastly, as compared with the last war, 

and the early days of the present conflict, this new 

augmentation Nazi military power increases the diffi­

culties which we of the British Commonwealth have to face.

The economic gains of the enepiy

To indicate what I have in mind I shall speak

of only one or two important commodities. Steel produc­

tion is the standard index of industrial capacity. The 

annual production of steel in Germany was estimated at
Z.A. €?lfsj*mC4

the beginning of hostilities at million tons. With
A
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the countries she has conquered, or controls, and making 
considerable allowance for war damage in France and Belgium,
German capacity for steel production now amounts annually to 
42 million tons. This is to be compared with a capacity of 
about 18 million tons in Great Britain and other parts of the 
British Empire. Supplies of iron ore, so difficult for Germany 
to secure in the early days of the war by the precarious route 
through Narvik from the Swedish mines, have now become plentiful 
through easy access to the neighbouring mines of Luxembourg and 
Lorraine. Hitherto short of aluminium, so vital for the manu­
facture of aeroplanes, the German factories now have access to 
the French bauxite mines, among the richest in the world, while 
our own supply is correspondingly diminished. We must face the 
fact that control of these resources represents a powerful addition 
to the effective strength arrayed against us. We must also face 
the fact that Germany has now the great munition plants of Skoda 
and Creusot, as well as Krupp at her disposal. Let us not under­
estimate the enemy. It is in the light of facta such as these I 
have mentioned, that we see the significance of aid from the United
States with its capacity for steel production of 50,000,000 tons 
a year.

Some weaknesses in this position
There are, of course, weaknesses in the imposing Nazi facade. 

Pillage, however systematic and well organized, cannot go on 
indefinitely. Subject populations, if they are to give even 
passive acquiescence to the designs of

D
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the conqueror, must be left with sufficient supplies 

on which to exist and to work. There are a good many 

essential commodities such as copper, manganese, nickel 

and cryolite, which even the whole of Europe cannot 

supply in adequate quantities. Moreover, the scope of 

the enemyhs conquests has given, as 1 have already 

indicated, a new urgency to a problem that was already 

vital 71 the problem of oil# Roumanian wells, even if 

the Germans are permitted to exploit them undisturbed, 

can, it is estimated, hardly produce more than five, or 

at the most, six million tons a year# Ml the rest of 

Europe outside of Russia can produce but another five 

million tons, and Russian supplies and ability to transport 

them are problematical. Europefs requirements for essential 

industries and transportation, however, are twice the 

amount of her total production. With supplies cut off by 

the blockade, it is not difficult to understand the new
\

interest of the enemy in Irak and Iran, or the drive for 

control of the Mediterranean Basin.

The Mediterranean problem

In this region the defection of France and her 

African Colonies created an unexpected and exceedingly 

embarrassing naval and military position. Any withdrawal
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of British forces from the Mediterranean was obviously 

impossible, first because of British commitments to 

Greece and Turkey; secondly, because of the importance 

of holding the Suez Canal; and, finally because the 
enemy’s route to the pipe-line at Haifa and the^in^^ 

exhaustible oil supplies of the Middle East lies across 

the Eastern Mediterranean,

These circumstances explain why Italy, a few

weeks ago, suddenly discovered that Greece had made 

"provocative" attacks on Albania, the territory Mussolini 

treacherously attacked on a "Good Friday" eighteen months 

ago. The Italian attack upon Greece and the decision of 

the Greeks to resist has made a further demand upon 

Britain. Despite the threat of one powerful army across 

the English Channel, and another powerful army in the 

Egyptian desert, Britain is responding as best she can 

to tills new demand, A naval and air base has already been 

stablished on the island of Crete which will extend the
It will X 
probably 
be neces­
sary to 
add more 
here at the 
last moment

radius of the activities of the British navy and air force

n the Eastern Mediterranean.
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The Egyptian Campaign

The British position in Africa and the Middle 

East was calculated on the basis of the existence of 

French armies in Syria, Tunis, Algeria and Morocco, on 

the co-operation of the French navy, and on the joint 

use of French naval and air bases# The collapse of French 

resistance destroyed these calculations and presented 

the British with what appeared an almost hopeless problem. 

The Italian army in Libya greatly outnumbered the British 

forces in Egypt, and there seemed a real danger that it 

would march forward across the desert to the Nile, and 

even to Suez# All through the months of threatened 

invasion of Britain, the policy of re-inforcing the 

British army in Egypt has gone forward# Today the balance 

of forces is much less favourable to Italy than It was in 

August# At the same time, it should not be forgotten 

that in that area the Italians still have numerical super­

iority# Their attack upon Greece may be designed in part 

to draw off British troops from Egypt to assist the Greeks 

and, thus, to improve the Italian position in the western 

desert of Egypt#

The Far East

The Battle of Britain, the Nazi pressure on the 

Balkans, the apparent stalemate in Africa, the Italian
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attack upon Greoco have not been the only events on 

the International scene since Parliament adjourned.

The Axis powers have also sought by diplomacy, 

propaganda and intrigue to isolate Britain, and to 

begin a process of piece-meal destruction of her power 

and possessions. The Pact signed by Germany, Italy and 

Japan at Berlin on September 27th cannot be viewed as 

other than an instrument to that end. It contains 

articles providing for recognition of the respective 

conquests and spheres of influence of these powers : - 

an open avowal of their existing attitudes towards one 

another. Article three, however, goes much farther.

It provides that the three Axis Powers will "assist one 

another with all political, economic, and military mans, 

if one of the high contracting parties should be attacked 

by a Power not at present involved in the European war 

or in the SIno-Japanese conflict"• A subsequent Article 

provides that this commitment does not affect the 

relations which exist between the three contracting parties 

and Soviet Russia, Significantly, no mention is made of 

the United States, The whole Agreement, and the publicity 

given to it, however, are obviously aimed at intimidating 

the United States, No matter how clear it may be that
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freedom and the democratic way of life everywhere are 

bound up with the fate of Britain, the United States 

are to be prevented from moving any closer to Britain’s 

side*

The role of Japan in the new Alliance is

particularly significant# Germany and Italy have formally 

recognized Japanese leadership in creating a 11 New Order” 

in East-Asia* Within the sphere of this New Order lie 

French Indo-China and the Netherlands East Indies# The 

mother countries of these two rich colonies are occupied 

today by German troops* French Indo-China, by the 

Agreement of Hanoi of September 27th, opened its gates to 

Japaa ese troops In circumstances that strongly suggest 

German pressure* We may expect further demands on French 

Indo-China*

The Chinese army, though split up into small

and widely scattered groups, is still actively resisting* 

The 710 miles of highway, known as the Burma Road, -from•
fo.qhln In •Mrmt-.Vm-mn Rnnmn fn Tfnmmlng In i-Vm- Vinmnni^-

frf Chian was, as Is known, closed to the transport o
- • . -— - ^

gasoline, trucks and munitions^as an approach to Japan

which it was hoped might facilitate a possible termination
of hostilities in the Far East. Th&^'^SeThavtog failedTto

accomplish Its «jdjnr, the "Burrach Rood was reopened on October

18th# The embargo on the export of gasoline and petroleum
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products, and on iron and steel scrap, established by 

the Government of the United States at the beginning of 

August is in force. flnnnria iv, of.-roupa», -not—an exporter 

o£-gasoline or pctroloum produo-fro r but 4^ scrap iron or
steel has been exo< since October 1939. There has not

been any export, except to the United Kingdom, the Allied 

countries and the United States of nickel or zinc since 

February, of aluminium since April, and of cobalt since 

August last. On October 3, the same limitations were 

placed upon exports of copper. Shipments of other metals 

and minerals from Canada to destinations outside the British 

Empire and the Western Hemisphere have been kept within the 

limits of our normal peace-time trade with the other countries 

concerned#

The formation of the Triple Axis has, without 

doubt, contributed to international tension, particularly in 

the Far East. It has not, however, served^to intimidate 

the United States^or to isolate Britain. Indeed its effect 

has been the exact opposite. There has been a marked 

stiffening of policies both of the United States and of 

Britain in the Far East, and an intensification of sentiment 

in the United States in support of aid for Britain#



The “New Nazi Order”

I have endeavoured to review the developments 
on the international scene since the adjournment of the 
House in midsummer. I wish now to say something of their 
significance - of what they reveal of the designs of the 
enemy. The events of the past few months make it clearer 
than ever that the immediate aim of Germany is a new world 
order, based upon spheres of influence to be controlled by 
Nazi Germany and her Axis partners. Hitler plans, by 
holding out specious hopes of collaboration, to secure 
the participation of the subject peoples in the elaboration 
of his grand design. This is the subtle method by which he 
is supplementing aggression in his effort to achieve world 
domination#

Nazi Intrigue and the deceptive cloak of 
collaboration fall, however, to conceal the underlying 
tyranny of force and fear on which the structure of the 
new order is to rest. It becomes more apparent, with each 
new development, that we are engaged in a titanic and 
terrible death struggle between two conflicting philosophies 
of human life# On the one side is tyranny; on the other, 
democracy• On the one side, brutality and slavery; on the 
other, humanity and freedom. On the one side, the law of 
force; on the other, the force of law.



I should like to recall to the House the words 

I used in this place, on September 8, 1939, at the outset 

of this struggle which many still regarded as no more than 

another European war. These were my words :

No, Mr. Speaker, the ambition 
"ofthis "rficFator is not Poland. At one time he 

said it was only the areas in which there were 
German speaking people. But we have seen 
that ambition grow. That may have been the 
thought in his mind some years ago. but we 
all know how ambition feeds upon itself; we 
all know how the lust for power blinds men's 
senses to all else. We know where and how 
he started, first with the militarization of the 
Rhineland. He then said—I quote Hitler’s own 
words—he had no thought of annexing Austria.
After giving his word that there would be no 
further attempt at conquest, he took Czecho­
slovakia. Then he took Moravia and Bohemia, 
then Memel, now Danzig and Poland. Where 
is he creeping to? Into those communities 
of the north, some of which to-day say 
they are going to remain neutral. I tell 
them if they remain neutral in this struggle, 
and Britain and France go down, there is 
not one of them that will bear for long the 
name that it bears at the present time; 
not one of them. And if this conqueror by 
his methods of force, violence and terror, and 
other ruthless iniquities is able to crush the 
peoples of Europe, what is going to become 
of the doctrine of isolation of this North 
American continent? If Britain goes down, 
if France goes down, the whole business of 
isolation will prove to have been a mere 
myth. There will in time be no freedom on

this continent; there will in time be no liberty.
Life will not be worth living. It is for all of 
us on this continent to do our part to 
its privileged position by helping others.

save
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At the close of the last war, there was 
an attempt to build up a genuine world order based 
on international law and international justice.
The democratic nations tried, with many failures, 
with many weaknesses, and, perhaps at times, with 
too little conviction, to maintain the relations 
between nations on a basis of respect for the pledged 
word/ and the solemn covenant. They may, on occasion, 
have failed to grasp opportunities for reconciliation, 
but there can be no doubt of their genuine desire for 
the preservation of peace.

Unhappily, love of peace and respect for 
justice were not shared by all nations, or, at least, 
not by all governments. From the Japanese attack on 
Manchuria in 1931 to the ^azi attack on Poland in 
1939, the world witnessed a steady progression of 
successful acts of aggression. Each of the aggressor 
nations has, in turn, through withdrawal from the League 
of Nations, expressed open contempt for the condemnation 
of world opinion, for the principles of international 
law and the rights of other nations.
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From the moment that Hitler achieved power 
in Germany, the temp)of aggression increased. Germany 
herself began to re-arm. In 1934, through the murder 
of Dollfuss, she began to undermine the independence of 
Austria. In 1935, Italy attacked Ethiopia. Germany 
took advantage of the Ethiopian crisis to re-militarize 
the Rhineland. In 1936, the civil war broke out in 
Spain. Immediately the totalitarian powers began their 
sinister intervention in that struggle. In 1937, the 
present conflict between Japan and China began, at a 
moment when the Spanish Civil War threatned to embroil 
the whole of Europe. On March 15, 1938, the Nazis marched 
into Austria. In September of that year, Europe was 
almost plunged into war by the Sudeten crisis, which 
ended at Munich. In March, 1939, Germany seized the 
rest of Czecho-Slovakia and, a few days later, she took 
Memel. On Good Friday, 1939, the Italians occupied and 
annexed Albania. Finally, on September 1, 1939, Germany
attacked Poland



While, at first, these acts of aggression were 

unrelated and unconnected, they began gradually to assume 
a pattern; and to be based on a time-table which pointitl 

to a conspiracy for world domination. The conspiracy was 

half avowed by the formation of the so-called Anti-Comintern 

pact, ostensibly directed against the menace of Communism, 

but, as we can now see, it was in reality a conspiracy for 

the destruction of freedom in the world. Individual bandits, 

acting alone, became gangsters acting in concert.

The formation of the Rome-Berlin axis was an open 

threat to the peace of the world. But, so long as Hitler 

had reason to believe that Russia and the Western democracies 

might be combined against him, he was not ready to risk actual 

war. His great moment came with the conclusion of the Nazi- 

Soviet non-aggression pact in August of 1939. The preliminary 

phase had ended. The unfolding of the Nazi world order was 

about to begin.

The first act in the new development was the 

conquest of Poland, and the destruction, with unexampled 

ferocity, of the Polish state. In the conquest of Poland 

the Nazis for the first time used actual force, rather than 

the threat of force to attain their ends. The brutality
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of their conduct in the subjugation of the Poles was 

designed not merely to crush that unhappy land, but 

to strike terror into the hearts of all the peoples 

of Europe, and to paralyze their will to resist Nazi 

domination.

In the destruction of Poland, Soviet Russia 

participated. In the weeks that followed the conquest 

of Poland, the Soviet government successfully extended 

its domination by threat of force to the smaller Batlic 

nations: Lithuania, Latvia and Esthonia. With Finland, 

the same tactics were not successful. It was just a 

year ago that the Russians invaded Finland and, after 

a bitter winter campaign, broke the resistance of that 

heroic people and partitioned their country.

The next blow was struck, suddenly and swifty, 

by the Nazis on April 9, when they occupied Denmark, 

almost without firing a shot, and simultaneously attacked 

and occupied all the principal cities of Norway, Just a 

month later, on May 10, came the great onslaught in the 

West. In a few days, Luxemburg, Holland and Belgium had 

been overrun. Barely five weeks had passed when French 

resistance collapsed, and the French government was seeking 

an armistice.



With the collapse of France, practically the 
whole of Europe, west of Russia, lay prostrate at the 
feet of Hitler and his Italian ally, who, on the eve 
of the fall of France, had joined him In the war. The 
military machine of the Nazis seemed, In June, well-nigh 
invincible• Britain stood, alone, in the path of the 
onward march of the conquerors. There she stands still: 
the one obstacle left in the way of the establishment, 
in the old world, of the new Nazi order.

What Hitler has failed to accomplish by fear 
or force - the destruction of Britain - he has now set 
about attempting to effect by intrigue and guile. A 
new world order, based upon spheres of influence to be 
controlled by Nazi Germany and her axis partners, is 
now the immediate aim. This is the subtle method by 
which, as the ultimate end of aggression, Germany hopes 
to attain world domination. Through the alliance between 
Japan and the axis in Europe, the new order in Asia has 
been linked to the new order in Europe. The pattern is 
now plain. The world, as I have said, is to be divided 
into spheres of influence. Germany and her greater 
vassals are to dominate a world of lesser vassals. The 
new order in Asia and the islands of the Pacific is



r v
D< 973

domination by Japan. The new order in Europe is

domination by Germany. The new order in the Mediterranean

and in Africa is joint domination by Germany and Italy.

By promises collaboration, Hitler and Mussolini are

seeking to beguile France and Spain. The areas to be

dominated by the Soviets would appear, at the moment, to
be a subject for further negotiation./A

The subject peoples will be the menials of the 

new lords of creation. Their economies will be economies 

that satisfy the greed of their masters; their farmers 

will be peasants, and their workers, slaves. The new Nazi 

order is not in fact a new order at all. It is a return 

to despotism and the age old tyranny against which mankind 

has ever struggled in its upward march.



CANADA'S WAR EFFORT SINCE AUGUST

I turn now from the international scene 
to a review of the salient features in our 
national war effort in the period since Parliament 
adjourned on August 7th last. The House will not 
expect me to give the picture in detail. That task 
will be undertaken, as the debate proceeds, by the 
Ministers in charge of the several departments,
The wish of the government is to inform Parliament 
and the country just as completely as military 
exigencies will permit.

In my review I shall deal first with the 
armed forces, next with the national registration 
and training, then with Munitions and Supply, Labour 
and our war finances, in that order.
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The Army

First the army• In the review he 
gave on July 29th last, the Minister of National 
Defence told the House that the total strength 
of the Canadian Active Service Force on July 21st 
was 133,573 officers and men. This figure had 
risen by November 6th to 167,417, which represents 
an increase of 33,844,

At that time, the strength outside Canada 
was 31,607. This has now risen to 52,093. The 
strength of the Canadian Active Service Force in 
Canada on November 6th was 115,324.

The First Division is an integral part 
of the Army Corps which, under the command of 
Lieutenant-General McNaughton, has taken Its place 
in the defence of Britain. The Second Division 
Is completing its training in preparation for 
incorporation in this Corps which will then become 
a Canadian unit•
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Canadian troops continue to share in the 
garrisoning of Iceland and of the British insular 
possessions in this hemisphere.

In Canada,apart from troops on garrison and 
other special duties across the country, and units 
still in training, the Canadian Active Service Force 
has been grouped under two coastal commands, one 
for the Atlantic and one for the Pacific. The troops 
in Newfoundland are under the Atlantic command.

An Armoured brigade of four Canadian Active 
Service Force Tank regiments was recently formed.
Two hundred tanks have been secured in the United 
States for use in training this mechanized force.

No review of the activities of the army 
during recent months would be complete without a 
reference to the 65,000 officers and men of the 
Non-Permanent Active Militia who, during the summer, 
gave up their time and frequently their holidays, 
to training in the militia camps to prepare, if 
the need should arise, to take their part in 
defending the country.
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I should like, too, to pay a tribute to 

the officers and men on both our coasts who, 

throughout the year, are engaged in garrison duty 

which has so little of seeming glory and so much 

of loneliness, but which is essential to our 

national security•

Since the collapse of France, there has 

been little action for armies in tUs war. We 

cannot assume this will continue to be true.

What we do know is that action may be precipitated 

at any moment, and that the Nazis will never be 

finally defeated until armies have played their 

active part. They must be trained, equipped and 

ready for that day.



The Navy

Since the outbreak of war, the development of 
our small Canadian navy has been little short of phenomenal. 
Even in the last three months its personnel has risen from 
about 9,000 at the beginning of August to 13,034 on November 
7th.

At the beginning of August we had about 130 vessels 
in commission excluding destroyers. By the end of October 
the number had risen to over 140 and^as well^17 corvettes 
and 4 minesweepers of our new construction had already been 
launched. In the same period, thanks to the arrangement 
concluded with the United States, our destroyer strength has 
doubled. We now have 12 destroyers in commission.

It is ajtribute at once to the efficiency of 
our Naval Service and to the eagerness of Canadians to 
volunteer for the defence of their country, as no difficulty 
has been found in enlisting crews for the new vessels.
Indeed, there are far more young Canadians eager to join the 
Navyz than the Navy, with its present establishment, can 
possibly take.

Some of our destroyers are still participating 
in European waters in the defence of Britain against the
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threat of invasion. Our Navy too, continues its vigilant 
patrol of our own coasts, and takes its part in the vital 
task of keeping open the life-lines of Britain across the 
North Atlantic.

It was a source of particular satisfaction for 
Canadians to learn of the gallant exploit of the converted 
merchant cruiser "Prince Robert" in capturing the German 
merchant vessel "Weser", off the Pacific coast of Mexico.
Tb,1s wrI coae-aaws ge^Ha^ ~-gll-^-tr3-TTf--thg~UTtgeaglng -vi-gilemee 
o£—the-Royal Gsnadlair Navy 1$T patrolling the waters of the
Pacific &a well as the Atlantic.
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Air Force and Air Training,

The Minister of National Defence for Air told 

the House last July, that on July 24th the Royal 

Canadian Air Force numbered 1,765 officers and 17,688 

men, or 19,453 in all. By November 2nd, these numbers 

had risen to 2,343 officers and 28,256 men, or a total 

of 30,599. This represents an increase of over fifty 

percent.

In addition 3,187 men had enlisted for training 

as air crews at the beginning of August. On November 

2nd, this number bad reached 6,884.

The Royal Canadian Air Force continues to perform 

its three-fold task. Its home defence squadrons continue 

their constant patrols over our coasts and coastal 

waters. They take their part in the escort of convoys 

to and from our shores.

Our Air Force too, has shared in the Battle 

of Britain. Since the House adjourned our Canadian 

fighter squadron, flying planes produced in Canada, has 

engaged with memorable success in active combat with 

the enemy. The main energies of the Royal Canadian Air 

Force continue to be directed largely to the develop­

ment of the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan.
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The gigantic proportions of the air-training 

plan are now beginning to be appreciated by the public. 

At the beginning of August, 24 of the training schools 

had been opened. By the end of October, 36 were in 

operation. To put it another way, throughout that 

period an average of one school a week was started.

On September 26th, the Minister of National 

Defence for Air, welcomed at Vancouver, the first 

detachment of Australian pupils who had come to Canada 

for their advanced training.

Until recently, progress reports on the air­

training plan had been confined to announcements of new 

construction, of new schools opened, and of increases 

in personnel. I am happy to be able to report that the 

plan is already beginning to realize the ultimate 

purpose for which it is designed. The first group of 

Air Observers to be trained under the plan completed 

their training on October 24th.

In years to come October 24th may well become 

a historic date in the history of the struggle for

freedom
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The progress which has been made in the 

air training programme has been warmly commended 
by the British Government# Honourable members will, 
perhaps, be interested in one. or two of the statements 
which have been made # In reply to a question 
about the progress of the plan the British Secretary 
of State for Air, Sir Archibald Sinclair, told the 
House of Commons on August 20th last:

”1 do not think I ought to give figures, 
but I will tell the House this, to show that 
substantial progress is being made# Whereas we 
were expecting to reach a certain figure of pilot 
production from Canada in July, or even as late 
as August, of next year, we shall reach that 
figure by April• I think that that will convince 
the House that more rapid progress than we v/ere 
led to expect is being made with the Empire Air 
training scheme • Let me say how grateful the 
Government are for the energy, the enterprise 
and the drive which the Canadian Government and 
the Canadian Air Staff, with the assistance of 
Air Vice-Marshal McKean, who represents us there, 
have thrown into this Empire air training scheme#M
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The Parliamentary Under Secretary of the 
Air Ministry, Captain H. H, Balfour, visited Canada 
at the beginning of September, In an interview to 
the press at the conclusion of his visit, he used 
these words:

”1 am more than impressed with the progress 
made here on the Empire Air Training Scheme,”

Just the other day the present Secretary of 
State for the Dominions, Lord Cranborne, said in 
a speech in London that the Empire Air Training Scheme 
when in full operation, was designed to produce 
20,000 pilots and 30,000 air crews yearly, and he 
added these significant words:

”lt is months ahead of schedule”.
Honourable Members will recall that at the 

time the British Government proposed this great undertaking, 
It indicated that with the facilities which Canada 
possessed, this co-operative effort might prove to be 
of a most essential and decisive character. It is, 
therefore, a source of no little satisfaction to the 
government,as I am sure it will be to the House and 
to the country, to have the assurance that the plan is 

more than meeting the expectations of the British Government
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Casualties in the Armed Forces

Any review, however brief, of Canada’s war effort 

demands a reference to the losses which our armed forces 

have sustained. The nature of the war itself has hitherto 

fortunately spared us from heavy casualties. Our troops, 

twice under orders to proceed to the front, were denied 

actual participation in battle, first by the withdrawal from 

Norway and, next, by the collapse of France.

The restriction of active warfare, since the fall 

of France, to Britain and the waters surrounding the British 

Isles, and the comparative rarity of naval engagements, 

have combined to restrict our losses on land and at sea.

In the air, the heat and burden of battle, up to the 

present, have been largely borne by British pilots.

The Losses at Sea.

Our main losses have been at sea. Canada has lost

three armed ships, the destroyer H.M.C.S. "Fraser", with 

a loss of 47 ratings; the destroyer H.M.C.S. "Margaree", 

with a loss of 4 officers and 136 ratings, and the armed 

trawler H.M.C.S. "Bras d’Or", with a loss of 5 officers 

and 25 ratings. In addition to these, some 24 officers 

and ratings have been lost in active service from various
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causes• The total of the lives lost at sea up to the end 

of October was 241» These figures do not include the losses 

of Canadian merchant seamen of which, I regret to say, no 

accurate figures are presently available. I should like 

here to say just a vjo rd about the sinking of the "Empress 

of Britain”. Although she was requisitioned by the Admiralty 

at the beginning of the war, and was not serving as a Canadian 

ship, her many associations with Canada were such that the 

shock of her loss brought the reality of war particularly 

closem

It has been my sad duty to express to the next of 

kin of the brave men who have died at sea the sympathy, 

gratitude and pride of the Canadian people. In all such 

expressions which have been made, and in those which may be 

made, I Imow that every member of this House will wish most 

sincerely to join.

Our two major losses at sea have been due to tragic 

accidents of war. The men who lost their lives in the sink­

ing of the "Fraser" and the "Margaree" and the foundering 

of the "Bras d’Or", and the merchant sailors who have faced 

all the dangers of the ocean, made more perilous by a ruthless

foe, have died as heroes in their country’s cause.
The Losses in the Air

In the air, up to and including the end of October,

we have lost In the Royal Canadian Air Force 27 officers and 
41 airmen in Canada. Outside Canada we have lost 5 officers
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and 2 airmen. In addition to these casualties, 203 
Canadians serving with the Royal Air Force have lost 
their lives on active service.

The men who have lost their lives in the training 
schools have sacrificed themselves for their comrades who 
will carry on their traditions in the skies of battle.
Their gallantry will long be remembered in our land.

The Losses in the Army.

The Canadian army has lost by death in action, death 
from wounds, from disaster, accident and misadventure, 168 
officers and men. To all who remain to fight on sea, on 
land and in the air, it behooves every man, woman and child 
in the country to dedicate every hour of labour which may 
be necessary in order that our sailors, our soldiers and 
our airmen may be fully equipped to face the perils that 
lie before them. They deserve at our hands the best 
machines, the best material, the best care that money and 
honest labour can provide. We know how nobly and courageously 
they will acquit themselves. We do not doubt them. They 
must have no reason to doubt us.
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National Registration,

May I now say a word about national registration•
This gigantic task was the first undertaking of the 
Department of National War Services after its creation 
on July 12th. I do not need to tell honourable members 
how promptly, how vigorously, and how efficiently the 
registration was organized, nor how smoothly and 
efficiently the machinery for registration worked on August 
19-20-21. I do want, however, to express to honourable 
members of all parties and groups, the warm appreciation 
that the government feels for their effective co-opera­
tion in this great national task. The cost of the 
registration itself was kept at a minimum owing to the 
enthusiastic response of citizens in all walks of life 
to the call for voluntary unpaid assistance in carrying 
through this great survey of Canada’s human resources.
The response of our people to this first universal call 
to duty wras magnificent.

Rapid progress is being made in the tabulation of 
the results of the national registration in order to 
provide a complete picture of Canada’s resources of 
man power to meet the many and varying calls for war­
time service. The government did not await completion 
of the laborious task of tabulation before getting under­

way the immediate purpose of the national registration
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The first task undertaken, when the registration itself 

had been completed, was the preparation of the lists 

which have since been used for the national mobilization 

for basic military training of single men and childless 

widowers between the ages of nineteen and forty-five.
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Basic military Training.

The training itself has also got under way 
with amazing despatch. While the Department of 
National War Services was engaged in preparing 
the lists of men to he called for service, and set­
ting up the thirteen national war service hoards, 
the training camps themselves were being prepared 
to receive the men. Critics said it could never 
he done in the time set by the government. But,it 
was done, thanks to the untiring efforts of the 
officials and officers of the Departments of National 
Defence and of Munitions and Supply and the 
invaluable co-operation of the construction in­
dus try •

On the 13th day of September,a proclamation 

was issued calling out men for military training in the 

21, 22 and 23 year old class. Shortly afterwards the 

registrars of the national war service boards sent out 

the first call for training. In response to the first 

call, 27,559 men appeared at the training camps. After 
a second medical examination,2,034 of these men were 

rejected. The rest of the men have now completed 

their first period of training.
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The national training scheme has taken the form 

recommended by the military advisers of the government. 

The present period of training was, to some extent, 

determined by the present availability of equipment.

The experience which has been gained, and will be 

gained, by the men who are called up under its 

provisions, will be of advantage both to the armed 

services and to the young men who have beencailed up 

for this branch of national service. It is providing 

an opportunity for a careful estimate to be made of 

the individual capacities of our young men, to determine 

their aptitude for service in the army, the navy, the 

air force, and war industry. As time goes on, it will 

also mean that those who enlist for active service, 

having had that basic training, will be able to complete 

their additional training more quickly and more ef­

ficiently.

The men who have been called up have responded with 

an alacrity and an enthusiasm that have made us all 

proud of those to whose loyalty and strength the future 

of our country is being entrusted.



D 3"901** *oi

War Supply
'The -lost graphic index of the progress made in 

furnishing needed munitions and other war supplies and 
equipment is perhaps the total of war contracts let. On 
August 12, we had awarded for the account of Canada, 
contracts to the total amount of $302,000,000.

By November 14, that amount had been increased to 
more than $443,000,000. Of the $443,000,000 worth of con­
tracts, 87 per cent have been placed in Canada, 8 per cent 
in the United Kingdom, and 5 per cent in the United States.

In addition to these amounts, Canadian industry 
had undertaken as of September 3, 1940, total contracts from 
the government of the United Kingdom in the amount of 
$134,000,000 for equipment and supplies, and commitments 

have been made by the United Kingdom for capital expenditure 
of an additional $81,000,000.

The figure of $443,000,000 which I mentioned a few 
minutes ago, represents contracts for the delivery of 
munitions, supplies and equipment. We have also made com­
mitments for capital expenditures in the form of plant con­
struction and extensions to the amount of $235,000,000. These 
capital commitments include:
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Fifteen explosive and chemical plants 

at a total cost of $70,000,000;

Twenty-five armament plants at a cost 

of $66,900,000;

Forty ammunition plants at a cost of 

$36,000,000;

Additions to automotive plants at a 

cost of $5,000,000;

Further details and sub-divisions of these 

expenditures will be given by t he Minister of 

Munitions and Supply#

The production of aircraft in Canada in the 

three months from July to the end of September increased 

more than three hundred per cent over the preceding 

three months. This rapid acceleration of production 

is still continuing.

In the production of munitions, some 70 companies 

are now at work on orders; some 44 plants are now engaged 

in the manufacture of gauges.

On the 10th October, of this year, the Minister 

of Munit ions and Supply announced that designs had been 

approved of a new type of tank, and that preparations were 

under way to manufacture 3,000 of them in Canada.

I have tried in very brief form to fix, at the 

given specified dates, the increased momentum of our war 

production. The curve is rising with remarkable rapidity.



In addition to providing for our own require­
ments, the Department of Munitions and Supply is, as 

the House is aware, responsible for placing orders and 

securing supplies for the British government in Canada. 

Hon. Members will be pleased to know that our efforts in

this regard have received enthusiastic commendation.
_ .Rt..Hon. Herbert Morrison, thenThe/Minister of Supply in the’ United Kingdom gave an 

interview to the London Evening Standard on September 

16th in which he said:
"If ever I was tempted to indulge in a 

mental slump - which I seldom am, being an 
incurable optimist - I immediately think of 
what Canada is doing and going to do. That 
is more than enough to knock the bottom out 
of any fit of blues."

In the same interview he added that Canada 
already had been equal to all the demands made upon her, 

and he referred specifically to the "colossal" quantities 

Canada had supplied of timber, non-ferrous metals, steel 

and aluminium. He concluded with words which I believe 

every Canadian will echo: "Whatever the demands of the 
future may be," he said, "I am sure of one thing - 

Canada will be there."



Labour

War production depends upon keeping up ample 
supplies of raw materials, and upon the organization of 
industry for new production. It equally depends upon 
skilled labour. Industrial employment in Canada has 
already reached a level never attained before in our 
history. Labour has extended its hours, surrendered its 
holidays, and in its determination to increase and 
advance production, has taught the young and the in­
experienced the intricacies of complicated trades. It 
will be the duty of the people of Canada, realizing these 
things now, to remember them in the hour of victory.
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War Finance,
I shall conclude my account of Canada’s war effort 

by a very brief summary of our war finance. I need not remind 
the House of the principles on which the government has 
decided that our war effort should, as far as possible, be 
financed. We have relied upon taxation and upon domestic 
borrowing. Even if we desired to use them, foreign markets 
are not at present available.

In the first twelve months of the war, our expenditure 
was $£90,000,000 or about $800,000 a day.

The collapse of the resistance to the Nazi offensive 
on the continent of Europe and the elimination thereby 
of many of the protective factors of time and space, were 
followed by an immediate increase in our financial and 
material responsibility. The result was a rapid and 
progressive rise in our war-time expenditures.

In June and July we were spending about one and 
a third million dollars a day. In August, nearly two million 
dollars a day. In the month of September we spent sixty- 
six million; in October our war expenditures were over 
$81,000,000. The October expenditures were at the rate 

of almost a billion dollars a year.
Our revenues fortunately are at the highest level 

in Canada’s history. Our second war loan of $300,000,000
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was over-subscribed. Its subscription was broadly based.
It was not unduly concentrated in the hands of banks 
and financial institutions, but many thousands of small 
investors rallied to its support.

More than one million war savings certificates 
have been issued with an average holding of $25.00. The 
original objective of $50,000,000 in the first year has 
been raised to $122,000,000.

We have recently concluded arrangements with the 
United Kingdom to re-purchase Canadian securities to the 
amount of $109,000,000 to provide the United Kingdom 
with Canadian funds for war purchases in Canada.

The Minister of Finance will, of course, give a
detailed report on our war finances. I should, however,
not like to conclude this brief survey without pointing out
that, thanks in no small measure to the excellent work of the

.BoardForeign Exchange Control/there has been no major disturbance 
in the international exchange position insofar as it affects 
Canada. Equally, due to the splendid services performed by 
the Wartime Prices and Trade Board, there has been no undue 
burdens placed upon Canadian consumers#
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Before turning to another aspect of my subject,
I should like to remind the House that the only limits 
the government is prepared to place upon Canada's war 
effort are those imposed by the extent of our resources, 
both human and material, and by our capacity for sacrifice. 
We will make financially possible, the utmost effort the 
people of Canada are physically and morally capable of 
making.

The policy of the government in this respect 
was clearly set forth by the present Minister of National 
Defence when, as Minister of Finance, he brought down the 
budget on June the 24th. Let me repeat his words:

111 need hardly say that our war effort is 
not in any sense to be limited by any such financial 
calculations or by what we can comfortably accomplish. 
We must make the maximum effort of which this country 
is capable • Financial provision can be made and will 
be made for whatever it is physically possible for 
us to produce or to procure in the way of war services, 
supplies and materials. The limits of our effort are 
not fiscal; if there are any such limits they are 
physical, mental and moral—by that 1 mean the physical 
limits of our resources and the mental and moral 
capacity of Canadians to bear burdens and make 
sacrifices

A similar statement of government policy was 
made by the present Minister of Finance at the close of the 
review he gave the House of our war finances on July the 
30th, when he said:

"See that Canada does her utmost—on the 
land, on the sea and in the air—and the cost,
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insofar as money can meet it, will be gladly and 
proudly paid,”

I wish now to speak of Canada1s relations, and 
indeed of the relations of the whole British Commonwealth, 
with the United States^in the period under review. Before 
discussing these relations, I should like to say a word 
about how much our own Canadian war effort owes to the 
co-operation of the united States. Aircraft and tanks for 
training purposes, and destroyers for active service, are 
outstanding among the many essentials of warfare which the 
United States has so generously made available to Canada»
The president's announcement on Friday last of the priorities 
being given to Britain and ourselves is only the most recent 
example of United States assistance magnanimously given to 
the United Kingdom and to Canada• Every member of the 
House will, I am sure, join with me in an expression of 
our appreciation and gratitude»
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RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES

The turning jgolnt

When history cornes to record the time and place 

at which the onward sweep of Nazi aggression was halted, 

and the tide of war turned, that place and time will 

be found, I believe, to be the English channel, during 

the months of August and September. Just as the evacuation 

of Dunkirk will remain a chapter unsurpassed in the history 

of British arms on land, on sea and in the air, so the 

indomitable resistance of Britain, the stout hearts of 

the people of London, the unflagging skill and daring of 

the young men in the air, and the unceasing vigilance of 

the navy will mark the supreme moment in the present world 

conflict when tyranny was halted in its threatening course, 

and despair was changed to hope.

There remains little doubt that when French 

resistance collapsed last June, the government of France 

and her military leaders believed that not only France 

but also Britain was doomed. In their despair, they 

thought that the Nazi onslaught was irresistible and that 

Britain, too, would crumble before the might of the German 

attack. The terms of the French surrender and much that 

has happened since can be understood only in the light of 

this conviction of Nazi invincibility.



Nor were the French alone in this appalling 
belief. It was generally held on the continent of Europe 
and, to a surprising degree, even in the United States.
Public attention there became concentrated on the 
extent of American preparedness to meet the threat to 
this hemisphere which would follow the defeat of Britain.
The myth of isolation was dissolved in an almost frenzied 
pre-occupation with self-preservation. In order to meet 
the requirements of United States defences on land and 
sea and in the air, a movement of opinion developed even 
to the length of urging the retention in America of 
supplies of equipment and munitions desperately needed by 
Britain. Ominous rumours spread and gained credence that 
Britain could not hold out.

Aid to ^Britain shorte o£ war

But Britain did hold out, and held out magnificently. 
The world’s vision cleared. Great Britain stood forth as 
she has through the centuries, an impregnable fortress of 
freedom. On this side of the ocean despair vanished. The 
English channel came to be viewed as the first line of 
defence of the United States and of the new world. This 
break in the encircling gloom, this dawn of fresh hope 
on the horizon inspired in the United States a new desire

to do all that was possible, short of actual war
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to aid Britain in her resistance, and in her determination 
to destroy the enemies of freedom.

The practical expression of that new hope was a 
steadily increasing supply of planes and guns and munitions 
and other essentials of war from the factories of the 
United States to the battlefield of Britain and the 
training fields of Canada. As each week passed British 
determination evoked increased admiration. As admiration 
increased, support also increased.

The second line of defence.

The overwhelming majority of the people of the 
United States came to see in Britain an outwork of their 
own defence. They saw the need of giving all possible 
assistance to Britain. But they saw, too, the need for 
strengthening their second line of defence. If the coasts 
of America were to be immune from attack, naval and air 
bases were needed on the islands of the Atlantic. Joint 
action between the United States and Canada was recognized 
also as necessary to their common security. From the point 
of view of Canada and the whole British Commonwealth, what 
followed constitutes the most significant development in 
international affairs in the three months since our
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Parliament adjourned in August. In ultimate importance, 

it far surpasses the formation of the Triple Axis.

The Ogdensburg Agreement.

The first inkling of developments already under 

way was given to the public by the President of the United 

States, on August 16th. On that day Mr. Roosevelt 

announced that:

"The United States Government is holding 
conversations with the Government of the British 
Empire with regard to acquisition of naval and air 
bases for the defence of the Western Hemisphere 
and especially the Panama Canal. The United States 
Government is carrying on conversations with the 
Canadian Government on the defence of the Western 
hemisphere,,f

I shall have something to say to the House in 

a moment about these conversations. I wish first to recall 

the events which followed immediately on President Roosevelt’s 

announcement.

The following day, which was August 17th, I met

the President at Ogdensburg. Our conversations that day,

in continuance of conversations previously held, culminated
wh i chin the formulation of an Agreement/was made public the next 

afternoon, in a joint statement issued by Mr. Roosevelt and 

myself. I should like now to place the joint statement on 

record. It has come to be known as the Ogdensburg Agreement.



These are its terms :
,fThe Prime Minister and the President 

have discussed the mutual problems of defence 
in relation to the safety of Canada and the 
United States*

It has been agreed that a Permanent 
Joint Board on Defence shall be set up at once 
by the two countries*

This Permanent Joint Board on Defence 
shall commence immediate studies relating to sea, 
land and air problems including personnel and 
material.

It will consider in the broad sense the 
defence of the North half of the Western Hemis­
phere.

The Permanent Joint Board on Defence will 
consist of four or five members from each country, 
most of them from the services. It will meet 
shortly.w

The Offer of bases.

The Ogdensburg Agreement was reached, as I have 
said, on August 17th, and the joint statement setting 
forth its terms was issued on the following day. On 
August 20th, Mr. Churchill announced in the British 
House of Commons the decision of the British government 
"spontaneously and without being asked or offered any 
inducement" to offer the United States sites for naval 
and air bases in the British possessions in the Western 
Hemisphere. I should like particularly to draw the 

attention of the House to one sentence of Mr. Churchill’s
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announcement of the decision of the British government. 

"In all this line of thought", he said, "we found 

ourselves in very close harmony with the Government of 

Canada",

The formation of the Joint Board.

On August 22nd, the Canada-United States Permanent 

Joint Board on Defence was appointed. Col. 0. M. Biggar,

K.C., became Chairman of the Canadian Section and Mayor 

Fiore11o LaGuardia of New York, Chairman of the United States 

section. The first meeting of the Board was held at Ottawa 

in the following week. The Board has met since on several 

occasions, and has been engaged upon continuous study of 

the sea, land and air problems immediately related to the 

defence of the north half of this hemisphere.

The transfer of_ bases and destroyers.

The next significant announcement came on September 

3rd, the anniversary of the British declaration of war. On 

that day President Roosevelt announced that an agreement had 

been reached between the governments of the United Kingdom 

and the United States by which sites for bases in British 

Atlantic possessions were to be made available to the 

United States. In Newfoundland and Bermuda these sites

were leased for no other consideration but Great Britain's



interest in the strength and security of North America,
The other sites, in the Bahamas, the British West Indies 
and British Guiana, forming an outer ring of defence to 
the Panama Canal, were leased in exchange for fifty over­
age United States destroyers.

The House is aware that six of the fifty destroyers 
have since been made available to the Royal Canadian Navy 
and are already in commission. During a recent visit to 
Halifax, I had an opportunity of visiting some of the 
destroyers about to be transferred and of seeing how completely 
they were equipped. I was also privileged to extend to the 
United States Admiral who brought the destroyers to Canadian 
waters the thanks of the government and people of Canada,
I had previously written to the President to express our 
appreciation. Honourable Members may be interested in 
the contents of my letter and the President’s reply.
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Ottawa, 30th September, 1940.

Dear Mr. President,

During the last few days I have been receiving
reports from the Officers in Command of our Naval Service 
concerning the delivery and transfer of the United States 
destroyers to Canada and to the United Kingdom. One of 
the aspects of this transfer which has been repeatedly 
referred to in these reports is the splendid condition in 
which the vessels arrived in Canada and the cordial and 
co-operative attitude displayed by the Officers and Crews 
when the transfer was actually being effected. I have 
been told, for example, that the vessels were so completely 
equipped that not only were the Mess appointments in perfect 
condition but the larders were stored as though the vessels 
were to be used for prolonged cruises with their United 
States personnel aboard.

I want you to know that the thoughtfulness and 
consideration which have been displayed in these, perhaps 
minor, but very characteristic actions, have been recognized 
and very deeply appreciated by the Canadian Naval Service 
and by the Government of this country as well. I hope 
that you will inform the responsible Officers that the 
way in which they have acted in arranging and carrying out 
the transfer of these vessels has been brought directly 
to my attention, and that I have asked that they should be 
thanked collectively and individually on behalf of the 
Canadian Navy, the Canadian Government and the Canadian 
people.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Yours very sincerely,

W. L. MACKENZIE KING.

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States, 
The White House,

Washington, D.C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 17, 1940,

Dear Mr. King:

Your very cordial letter concerning the 
manner and condition in which our destroyers have 
been turned over to Canada and the United Kingdom 
has given me great pleasure.

I shall be happy indeed to have conveyed 
to the responsible officers the sentiments you have 
so graciously expressed.

On their behalf and that of the United 
States Navy please accept my sincere thanks,

With kindest personal regards, I am

Yours very sincerely,

Franklin D. Roosevelt

The Rt. Honourable W. L. Mackenzie King, 
Prime Minister of Canada,

Ottawa, Canada.
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The background: Conversations with the President#

Now for a word as to the conversations which 

preceded the Ogdensburg Agreement. The Agreement itself 

was not due to any sudden or precipitate action. It was 

the outcome of several conversations between the President 

and myself with respect to coastal defence on both the 

Atlantic and the Pacific, in which the mutual interests 

of Canada and the United States were discussed. It has 

seemed to me that I should reserve for Parliament such 

statement as it might be advisable to make with reference 

to these conversations which, in their nature, necessarily 

were of a highly confidential character. I might say I 

have received the President’s permission to refer to them 

publicly.

In the matter of time and significance, the con­

versations between President Roosevelt and myself on matters 

pertaining to the common interest of our two countries in 

the defence of their coasts, divide themselves naturally into 

two groups : the conversations which took place prior to 

the commencement of the war, and those which have taken 

place since.

The first conversation was on the occasion of a 

visit I paid the President at the White House, as long ago as 

March, 1937. At that time, the discussion had reference



to the position on the Pacific as well as on the Atlantic 
coasts. It was then agreed that, at some time in the future, 
meetings might be arranged between the staff officers of 
both countries to discuss problems of common defence.

On September 30th of that year, the President 
paid a visit to Victoria, B.C., crossing on a United 
States destroyer from Seattle. This visit led to arrange­
ments for talks between staff officers regarding Pacific 
coast problems, which took place in Washington in January, 
1938.

I think I may say that on every occasion I have 
visited the President in the United States, or on which I 
have met the President on his visits to Canada, matters 
pertaining to the defence of this continent have been a 
subject of conversation between us.

The defences on the Atlantic were referred to 
particularly in our conversations in August, 1938, in the 
course of the President’s visit to Kingston, and the opening 
of the Thousand Islands Bridge at Ivy Lea. At that time, 
it will be recalled, the President made the open declara­
tion that the people of the United States would not stand 
idly by if domination of Canadian soil were threatened by 
any other empire. To this declaration, I replied at 
Woodbridge, Ontario, two days later, that we too had our

obligations as a good friendly neighbour.
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Our common problems of defence were discussed 

at length, and in a more concrete and definite way, when 

I visited Washington, in November, 1938, to sign the new 

Canada-United States Trade Agreement,

In the summer of 1939, the President paid a 

visit to Canadian waters off the Atlantic Coast. He 

subsequently told me that this visit, like his similar 

visit to Victoria two years earlier, had been occasioned 

by his concern with the problem of coastal defence.

With the outbreak of war, the question of coast 

defences became of vital importance. At the same time, 

the fact that Canada was a belligerent and the United States 

a neutral, complicated the problem of pursuing the dis­

cussions. In the face of the European menace, it was 

obviously desirable to give expression to the needs of 

joint defence. To the means, however, of effecting this 

end, the most careful consideration had to be given 

in order that there might be no grounds for the belief 

that there was any attempt on Canada’s part to influence 

the policies, or interfere in the domestic affairs, of a 

neutral country. Had there not been, between the President 

and myself, complete confidence in each other’s purpose 

and motives, I question if the situation could have been 

met without occasioning genuine embarrassment to one side 

or the other, if not indeed to both. Fortunately, in the
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light of our previous conversations, there was no 
danger of the position being misunderstood, and my 
visit with the President at Warm Springs, in April 
of the present year, afforded an exceptional oppor­
tunity for a careful review of the whole situation.

This is perhaps an appropriate place for me 
to say that, from the beginning, and at the time of 
each conversation, the President made it perfectly clear 
that his primary interest in the subject was the defence 
of the United States. I v/as equally frank in making it 
clear that my concern was the effective defence of Canada, 
and the defence of the British Commonwealth of Nations 
as a whole.

If one thing above another became increasingly 
evident in the course of our conversations, it was that 
our respective countries had a common interest in the 
matter of the defence of this continent. Since this was 
the case, everything pointed to the wisdom of planning 
carefully in advance for whatever contingency might arise.

The conversations begun between the President 
and myself, before the war, in the direct manner I have 
described, and at Warm Springs taken up anew after Canada 
had entered the war, were supplemented as the weeks 
went by, bjr conversations conducted through diplomatic
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channels. Staff conversations followed in due course•
I should perhaps say that I gave to my colleagues 

who were members of the War Committee of the Cabinet, 
my entire confidence with respect to the conversations 
1 had had with the President, and subsequent steps were 
taken with their knowledge and full approval. I should 
also like to say that the British Governmvtnt was kept duly 
informed of what was taking place. • The Canadian Government 
likewise was kept informed of the defence matters directly 
discussed between the British Government and the United 
States. 'fhe discussions naturally included questions 
pertaining to the leasing of air and naval bases on the 
Atlantic •

As I have already mentioned, the President had 
announced the day before our meeting at Ogdensburg that 
conversations had been taking place between the two 
governments. The Ogdensburg Agreement formally confirmed 
what the previous conversations and planning had initiated.
It made known to the world that plans of joint defence were 
being studied and worked out between the two countries. It did 
one thing more. It made clear that the Board which was being

established to make studies and recommendations was not



being formed for a single occasion to meet a particular 
situation, but was intended to deal with a continuing 
problem. The Board on Joint Defence was, therefore, 
declared to be permanent.

By a Minute of Council approved by His 
Excellency the Governor General on August the 21st, 
the establishment of the Permanent Joint Board on Defence 
was formally ratified and confirmed*

With the permission of the House, I would like 
to insert, in Hansard, a copy of the complete Minute.
At the moment, I shall merely draw attention to the 
following paragraph which it contains:

"That the actions of the Prime Minister 
in conducting the said conversations and in 
agreeing, on the part of Canada, to the establish­
ment of a Permanent Joint Board on Defence for the 
consideration of the defence of the north half 
of the Western Hemisphere, are in accord with 
the policy of the Government as approved on many 
occasions by the War Committee of the Cabinet 
and the Cabinet itself."
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The Permanent Joint Board on Defence might 

well be considered a logical development from the 

declarations made by President Roosevelt and myself 

in August, 1938. Let me recall these declarations 

to the minds of honourable members. The vital passage 

in Mr. Roosevelt’s declaration at Kingston on August 

18th reads :

"The Dominion of Canada is part of the 
sisterhood of the British Empire. I give to 
you assurance that the people of the United 
States will not stand idly by if domination of 
Canadian soil is threatened by any other empire.’’

My acknowledgment of Mr. Roosevelt’s Kingston 

declaration at Woodbridge, Ontario, on August 20, 1938, 

contained these words:

"We, too, have our obligations as a 
good friendly neighbour, and one of them is 
to see that, at our own instance, our country 
is made tis immune from attack or possible in­
vasion as we can reasonably be expected to 
make it, and that, should the occasion ever 
arise, enemy forces should not be able to pur­
sue their way, either by land, sea, or air 
to the United States, across Canadian ter­
ritory.’’

These declarations marked the first public 

recognition by both countries of their reciprocity in 

defence.

I should be the last to claim that the Ogdensburg 

Agreement was due wholly to the conversations between the 

President and myself, or to our reciprocal declarations in



1938. I am happy to know that, in a moment of crisis, 
personal friendship and mutual confidence, shared over 
many years between Mr. Roosevelt and myself, made it so 
easy for us to conclude the Agreement reached at 
Cgdensburg. In reality the Agreement marks the full 
blossoming of a long association in harmony between the 
people of Canada and the people of the United States, 
to which, I hope and believe, the President and I have also 
in some measure contributed. The link forged by the 
Canada-United States Defence Agreement is no temporary 
axis. It was not formed by nations whose common tie is 
a mutual desire for the destruction of their neighbours.
It is part of the enduring foundation of a new world 
order, based on friendship and good-will. In the further­
ance of this new world order, Canada, in liaison between the 
British Commonwealth and the United States, is fulfilling 
a manifest destiny.

It cannot be assumed that our common background 
would, of itself, have produced harmonious relations 
between the two countries, much as that background has 
helped to make possible a close understanding between us.
The understanding which exists owes its vitality to 
positive and far-sighted statesmanship over more than 
a century.



May I recall in this connection the words I 
used at the opening of the Thousand Islands Bridge on 
August 18th, 1938: ,fOur populations, after all," I 
said, in referring to Canada and the United States,
"do not differ greatly from those of Europe. Indeed, 
the European countries have contributed most to their 
composition. Each of our countries has its problems 
of race and creed and class ; each has its full measure 
of political controversy. Nevertheless we seem to 
have found the better way to secure and maintain our 
peace..... In the realm of international relations, we, 
too, have learned to bridge our differences. We have 
practised the art of building bridges.... In the art 
of international bridge-building there are two 
structures, each with its association with the St* 
Lawrence and the Great Lakes, of which I should like to 
say just a word. They stand out as monuments of inter­
national co-operation and good-will. Each has its 
message for the world of today. The one is the Rush- 
Bagot Agreement of 1817; the other, the International 
Joint Commission created in 1909."

The Rush-Bagot Agreement is a self-denying 
ordinance of mutual disarmament. The International 
Joint Commission is an instrument for the peaceful

adjustment of differences. The Permanent J°int Board
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is a mutual arrangement for common defence. All three may 

appear an inevitable progress dictated by ordinary common 

sense. But we need only to pause for a moment’s reflection 

to realize that, in the madness of the world today, 

common sense is the highest statesmanship.

I doubt if any act by a Canadian government, 

and certainly no development in our international 

relations, has ever received such unanimous acclaim in 

this country. So far as I have been able to ascertain, 

not a single newspaper from coast to coast uttered a 

syllable of disapproval of the Cgdensburg Agreement 

itself. Though estimates of its importance and of the 

contribution made by myself may have varied, almost no 

voice was raised to decry its significance”.

To illustrate the reception given in Canada to 

the Cgdensburg Agreement, I might cite three brief apprécia 

tions, all of which appeared in papers which are frequently 

critical of the government. The Ottawa Journal of 

August 19th stated:

"Because they are joint trustees of 
this North American continent little can be wrong 
about Canada and the United States setting up a 
permanent joint board of defence. It is a 
measure of sane caution."

The same day, the Toronto Globe and Mail said :

"English speaking peoples, and all who 
love liberty, will applaud the arrangement, which 
welds the bonds of friendship that have grown 
steadily stronger in the last century and a quarter.,f



The. Quebec Chronicle-Telegraph echoed the same sentiments 
in these words :

"This decision, making the two countries 
a defence entity and revealing graphically how 
the greatly changing conditions in Europe are 
affecting North America’s war problems and 
policies, will undoubtedly be warmly approved 
in both the United States and Canada, will be of 
considerable comfort to the British Empire as a 
whole and to the entire Christian civilized world 
in general."

Although the Presidential campaign was already 
in progress in the United States, and some effort to make 
political capital might perhaps have been expected, an 
examination of American press comment reveals a similar 
unanimous approval of the Ogdensburg Agreement. The 
general sentiment in the United States seems to have been 
aptly expressed by the Chicago Tribune on August 21st 
in these words :

"Each nation is obliged to defend the 
other because that is its own best defence.
Common sense dictates that arrangements for 
such defence should be made in advance, to 
assure efficiency and economy of force if the 
necessity for co-operation arises. The making 
of these arrangements is to be the function of 
the permanent joint board on defence which 
President Roosevelt and Prime Minister King 
have agreed to establish."

The background: Canada’s part in Anglo-American relations.
The realization, both in Canada and the United

States, that each nation is obliged to assist in the



defence of its neighbour because that is its own best 
defence, has grown in the two years which elapsed between 
the Kingston and Woodbridge declarations and the Ogdensburg 
Agreement.

The events of those two momentous years have 
served, as well, to allay the fears of those in Canada 
who felt that closer relations with the United States 
would weaken Canada’s ties with Britain. Throughout my 
public life, I have consistently maintained the view that 
the friendliest relations between Canada and the United 
States, far from weakening the bonds between the nations 
of the British Commonwealth, v/ould, at all times, prove 
a source of strength. Moreover, I have always held that ~ 
in the promotion of Anglo-American friendship, Canada has 
a very special role to play. This belief, I am happy to 
say, is shared, in all three countries, by those who have 
worked for closer relations between the English-speaking 
communities. It is shared in. fullest measure by the 
present Prime Minister of Great Britain. More than ten 
years ago, at a time when he himself was holding no public 
office, Mr. Churchill expressed this belief in terms which 
I should like to quote from an article of his which appeared 
in the Saturday Evening Post of February 15, 1930.
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The words gain a prophetic significance in 

the light of all subsequent developments, and of none 

more than those of the present day. I quote :

"Great Britain herself has for centuries 
been the proved and accepted champion of European 
freedom. She is the centre and head of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations. She is an equal partner 
in the English-speaking world.

It is at this point that the significance 
of Canada appears. Canada, which is linked to the 
British Empire, first by the growing importance of 
her own nationhood, and secondly, by many ancient 
and sentimental ties precious to young and strong 
communities, is at the same time intimately associ­
ated with the United States. The long, unguarded 
frontier, the habits and intercourse of daily life, 
the fruitful and profitable connections of business, 
the sympathies and even the antipathies of honest 
neighbourliness, make Canada a binder-together of the 
English-speaking peoples. She is a magnet exercising 
a double attraction, drawing both Great Britain and 
the United States tov/ards herself and thus drawing 
them closer to each other. She is the only sur­
viving bond which stretches from Europe across the 
Atlantic Ocean. In fact, no state, no country, no 
band of men can more truly be described as the 
linchpin of peace and world progress."
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It is a happy coincidence that the soundness 

of this view of Canada’s position as a link between the 

British and American peoples should have been so amply 

demonstrated at a moment when the one who shared it so 

completely, and who expressed it in such eloquent terms, 

has come to hold the office of Prime Minister of Great 

Britain.

In an editorial comment which appeared in the 

London TIMES on August 22nd of this year, the significance 

of the Ogdensburg Agreement in the wider relations between 

the English-speaking peoples was recognized in terms remi­

niscent of Mr• Churchill’s utterance of ten years ago:

’’The two countries” said The TIMES, ’’will 
henceforward have closer ties than they have ever 
had in the past, and Canada more than ever before 
will be the linchpin of Anglo-American relations.”

Let me quote two other extracts, one from a 

Labour, and one from a Liberal newspaper. They serve to 

reveal the unanimity of view of the British press. The 

London Daily Herald said:

’’Faith in the British system has been revitalized. 
So today it is with blessing we say: Canada, through 
you new links can be forged between us and our cousins 
across your unarmed frontier. Make your own decisions. 
They are ours.”

On August 20th, The Manchester Guardian said:

’’There is a close connection between the two 
announcements of the week-end of the negotiations 
with Britain for the leasing by the United States 
of naval and air bases in the Caribbean Sea and of
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the agreement between the United States and Canada 
for setting up a Joint Defence Board, They are part 
of the preparations for the defence of the western 
hemisphere against the dictatorships. They have a 
bearing on the war and on American help for Britain."

In view of the extent to which, throughout my 
public life^my known attitude towards the United States 
has been so misrepresented, I may perhaps be
pardoned if I venture to give to the House some indication 
of how this attitude, and my occasional visits to that 
countr^have been viewed by those in the United Kingdom, 
who are perhaps in the best position to judge of their value.

In a cable which he sent to me as recently as Sep­
tember 13th, and which was first made public in the United 
Kingdom, Mr. Churchill was kind enough to use the following 
words:

"I am very glad to have this opportunity of 
thanking you personally for all you have done for 
the common cause and especially in promoting a 
harmony of sentiment throughout the new world.
This deep understanding v/ill be a dominant factor in 
the rescue of Europe from a relapse into the Dark Ages."

A few days later (September 17th) in the House of 
Lords, Lord Caldecote, who was at that time Secretary of State 
for the Dominions, made the following reference:

"Phrhaps the most striking development in the 
recent weeks has been the coming together of the 
British Empire and the United States, as illustrated 
in the recent Agreement for the grant of defence bases 
to the United States in certain British territories 
and the supply of American destroyers for our naval
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forces. But this is not all. It has been coupled 
with and indeed preceded by the Agreement between 
the United States and Canada for the setting up of 
a joint Defence Board and perhaps I may be allowed 
to repeat the tribute which the Prime Minister paid 
in a recent message to the Canadian Prime Minister,
Mr. Mackenzie King, for the great part which he has 
consistently played in promoting a harmony of senti­
ment between the British Umpire and the United States 
of America. I need not remind your Lordships how 
pregnant with possibilities this new development may 
well be for peace and freedom in the years to come.11

Any part which our country may have had in 
bringing about a harmony of sentiment between the British 
Empire and the United States may well be a legitimate source 
of pride to all Canadians. In the midst of the darkness 
which today onLui mankind, the relations between the United 
States and the British Commonwealth shine forth as the one 
great beam of hopeful light left in the world.

During the American Civil War, when the relations 
between Britain and the United States were strained almost 
to the breaking point, John Bright, speaking in the British 
House of Commons on June 16, 1363, used these conciliatory 
and prophetic words:

"I can only hope that, as time passes, and 
our people become better informed, they will be 
more just, and that ill feelings of every kind will 
pass away; that in future all who love freedom here 
will hold converse with all who love freedom there, 
and that the two nations, separated as they are by 
the ocean, come as they are, notwithstanding, of 
one stock, may be in future time united in soul, 
and may work together for the advancement of the 
liberties and the happiness of mankind."
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What greater hope can we entertain for humanity 

than that the vision of John Bright for the union of souls 
of the British and American people may find its realization 
in their work together for the preservation of the liberties
of mankind
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RE IAT IONS Ï/ITII FRANCS

The present war has, as I have shown, enlarged, the 

opportunities and the solemn responsibility of Canada to serve 

as a vital link between the United States and the British 

Commonwealth. This role is, however, not the only one which 

Canada is uniquely equipped to play in international relations# 

There is a third great nation v/ith whom our ties are close. I 

have spoken of Canadafs place as an interpreter of the English- 

speaking peoples. Canada, however, is not merely an English- 

speaking nation lout is also a French-speaking nation. It is, 

indeed, the second French-speaking nation of the world#

The agony of France has thrown upon Canada a great 

responsibility, and a great mis .si on. As I pointed out at the 

moment of the collapse of France, "the tragic fate of France 

leaves to French Canada the duty of upholding the traditions 

of French culture and civilization, and the French passion 

for liberty in the world# This new responsibility will, I 

believe, bo accepted proudly."

Events are throwing upon Canada, not only the mission 

of upholding the traditions of French culture and civilisation, 

but also the duty of heloing to keep alive in the hearts of 

Frenchmen, all but prostrate today before a brutal conqueror, 

their devotion to liberty and their hopes of its ultimate triumph# 

In the consciousness of th;t mission, my colleague, 

the Minister of Justice, recently broadcast a message to the
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French people# May I repeat a few lines from that message :

"Over there, you are our Allies because 
we know too well the heart of Franco to doubt an 
instant of her heart’s loyalty. Because we love 
the same things, we know that, no matter what fate 
may bring to her, no matter what tribulations await 
her, France will never fight against the British, 
against us, French-Canadians, so many of whose sons 
have been resting in the soil of Franco for the past 
23 years."

I appeal to honourable members in the House, and 

I appeal to my fellow countrymen in all parts of the Dominion 

to bear always in mind the task which Canada alone can perform 

in keeping hope alive in the hearts of the grief-stricken 

people of France# Let no word from Canadian lips add to 

the agony of her open wounds, let us inflict no new pain, 

and let us be ever wab chful to exercise the healer’s art#

In the new world, vhich will follow the destruction of the 

evil thing v/hich now crushes France, Canada’s part in 

cementing the bonds between the French and English-speaking 

peoples may be just as great as her role in bringing into 

closer relationship^ peoples of the British Commonwealth and

of the United States#
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WAR AND PEACE AIMS

A word in conclusion concerning our war 

aims, or, if the term seems preferable, our peace aims. 

Rightly considered the two constitute opposite sides 

of the same shield. There has already been a good deal 

of discussion concerning aims in this war. It is said, 

on the one hand that the only aim of importance is to defeat 

the enemy; on the other, that most important of all is to 

bring into being a new social order - an order in which 

freedom^truth and justice will increasingly prevail in 

the relations between individuals, between classes and 

among nations. Personally, I do not see that any conflict 

need arise between oui* war aims and our peace aims. If 

Nazi Germany is not defeated there will be little of freedom, 

truth and justice left in this world. If, on the other 

hand, we are in earnest in our desire to have freedom, 

truth and justice prevail in all human relations, we should 
be prepared to fight, as men have never fought before.

The hidden source and latent power of all human 

action lies in its motive. The motive of Nazi Germany is 

domination; its method, the most brutal and barbarous which 

evil minds have been able to conceive. The motive of 

domination to achieve Its ends must be accompanied by
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material power. That power may be exercised through 

the instruments of violence and force, or through any 

of the agencies of propaganda, trickery and treachery 

which serve to foster aggrandizement and beget fear. 

Material power alone, is not, however, an enduring power• 

Strip domination of its material trappings and there is 

nothing left. Freedom, truth and justice belong to a 

different realm. They are not material things capable 

of being consumed and destroyed. They are of the mind 

and of the spirit. They belong to the eternal realities. 

They are attributes of God Himself. In the end, they are 

certain to triumph.

In their conflict with those who make of material 

power an end in itself, those who treasure the world of 

mind and spirit may, for the preservation of their physical 

existence find it necessary to forge and to me against 

their adversaries the weapons of material power. It is 

well to remember that: "He that liveth by the sword shall 

perish by the sword" - is a part of Christian doctrine.

To my mind the simple test of the right or wrong of any 

aim or of any institution is: Can it endure? Domination 

by a single dictator or group of dictators may last for 

a time. It may extend its sway and its sweep, but it 

cannot endure. Freedom, truth and justice crushed to
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earth will rise again. It is the breath of God which 

alone gives life to the bodies of men. Freedom, truth 
and justice, these will endure, for not only do they 

give life, but they continue to give it more abundantly.

What is necessary then to win the present 

conflict? It is to put on the whole armour of God, not 

the outward material trappings only, the helmet, the 

sword and the shield, necessary as they may be for purposes 

of defence and of attack. Let it never be forgotten that 

11 We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principal­

ities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 

this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places."

Let us make sure that the helmet is also one of salvation; 

the sword, one of the spirit, and the shield one of faith; 

that our loins are girt about with truth, and that our breast­

plate is one of righteousness; that our feet are shod with 

the preparation of the gospel of peace. if these things are 

ours, and I believe they are the weapons with which Britain 

and the Dominions seek to slay the dragon of Nazi Germany 

today, we shall find little difficulty in reconciling our 
war aims and our peace aims. To slay the dragon which has 

been fascinating its victims by fear, poisoning the springs 

of their moral and intellectual being at the source,



-88- D O9o;>o
uu* ^ vh+h+AM HuaS*and to prey upon Ito vitals for years to come, is clearly 

the first task of a civilization that would save itself.
In equal measure, however,^must tee strive throughout the 
struggle itself, and more than ever when the evil dragon 
of Naziism is slain, to see that never again, in our owny 
or in any other land, shall the gods of material power, 
of worldly possessions and of special privilege be permitted 
to exercise their sway. Never again must we allow any man, 
or any group of men, to subjugate by fear, and to crush by 
the power of Might, the spirit and the lives of honest and 
humble men.
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law of force; on the other, the force of law.” 
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manship.” . . . “The hidden source and 
latent power of all human action lies in its 
motive.” J
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" MR. KING DEFINES THE ISSUE.

The Prime Minister’s speech on Tuesday 
will leave no doubt in the public mind as 
to the official view of the seriousness of the 
war’s demands and the gravity of the issue 
at. stake. It coincides with the opinions of all 
thoughtful people who have been following 
the course of the conflict, which makes "more 
apparent with each new development that we 
are engaged in a titanic and terrible death 
struggle between two conflicting philosophies 
of human life.” It was well, nevertheless, 
that he reviewed the events and warned 
against false hopes of an easy or early ter­
mination. The Canadian people have to steel 
themselves to battle to the end with the 
utmost determination and with sacrifices 
which even yet may not appear in view, not­
withstanding the tremendous expenditures 
involved to date.

But in weighing the issue between tyranny 
and democracy, "brutality and slavery” on 
the one hand, and "humanity and freedom” 
on the other, Mr. King made one statement 
in particular which betokens confidence and 
cheer. In ultimate importance, he said, the 
joint understanding between the British Com­
monwealth and the United States "far sur­
passes the formation of the triple Axis.” 
The "law of force” represented by Germany, 
Italy and Japan is being countered by the 
"force of law,” for which the English-speak­
ing peoples and their allies stand, and from 
which none is likely to waver. To Britain 
and Canada and the rest of the Empire, in­
cluding the remnants of free peoples from 
conquered nations, is added the spiritual, 
moral and industrial strength of the United 
States and the South American Republics. 
Against this Hitler and crippled Mussolini,

. with the unwilling aid of their European 
slaves, cannot prevail indefinitely or force 
their dogmas on the civilized world. Like 
Mr. Churchill, Mr. King has nothing to offer 
at present but blood and sweat and tears, 
but the eternal verities will surely triumph 
in the end.

In the meantime, since Canada has to give 
her all, the people have a right to expect 
from the Government and Parliament noth­
ing less than the use of their resources ex­
clusively for the war effort. Opposition 
Leader Hanson has criticized the expendi­
ture of some $450,000,000 for ordinary Gov­
ernment purposes as against $1,000,000,000 
for war. While we are being told that money 
and the spirit to resist are both essential, 
the fact should be demonstrated in high 
places as well ^s in low.
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Mr. King’s Great Address
There are at present very few great 

speakers among the public men of Canada; 
none with the pure eloquence of Laurier 
or the command of metaphor which dis­
tinguished Sir George Foster. Mr. Meighen 
is perhaps the keenest swordsman now. But 
among all Premier King’s contemporaries, 
there is not one who, in a set speech, rises 
to such heights of noble thought, nobly 
expressed, as Mr. King himself achieves.

There are, of course, some people today 
who consider that such thought has no place 
in a parliamentary address; that it should 
consist, on the contrary, of plain facts plainly 
stated—or, better still, pungently stated— 
with no idealism, no recognition of the higher 
aspirations of mankind. The world would 
be the poorer if political leaders were to be 
subject to such a limitation. Certainly Mr. 
King is not. In his speech in parliament on 
Tuesday of this week he exhibited once more 
those fine qualities of mind and heart which 
have so often found expression in his 
addresses.

Great truths were nobly expressed by the 
premier when he dealt with the dependence 
of the dictators upon material power to 
achieve their ends. He said:

“Material power alone, however, is not 
an enduring power. , Strip domination of its 
material trappings and there is nothing left. 
Freedom, truth and justice belong to a dif­
ferent realm. They are not material things 
capable of being consumed and destroyed; 
they are of the mind and of the spirit, they 
belong to the eternal realities. They are 
attributes of God Himself. In the end they 
are certain to triumph . . . Domination by a

(single dictator or group of dictators may last 
for a time. It may extend its sway and its 
sweep, but it cannot endure. Freedom, truth 

, and justice crushed to earth will rise again.
1 It is the breath of God which alone gives 

life to the bodies of men. Freedom, truth 
and justice, these will endure; for not only 
do they give life but they continue to give 

t it more abundantly.”
Nearly all the great speakers of Canada 

have drawn upon the wisdom and imagery 
oFthe Bible in their finest addresses. Mr. 
King did so on Tuesday.™ TPo win in the 
present conflict, he said, it is necessary to 
“put on the whole armor of God.” And then:
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"Let it never be forgotten that ‘we wrestle = 
not against flesh and blood, but against prin­
cipalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spir- 

I itual wickedness in high places.’ Let us 
make sure that the helmet is also one of 
salvation; the sword, one of the spirit; and 

I the shield, one of faith; that our loins are 
' girt about with truth and that our breast­
plate is one of righteousness, and that our 
feet are shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace.”

To slay the dragon of Nazi Germany is, 
said Mr. King, the first duty. But he con­
cluded with the following paragraph, char­
acteristic of one whose interest has always 
beenjin the common people:

“In equal measure, however, we must 
strive throughout the struggle itself, and 
more than ever when the evil dragon of 
Naziism is slain, to see that never again, 
in our own or in any other land, shall the 
gods of material power, of worldly posses­
sions and of special privilege be permitted 
to exercise their sway. Never again must 
we allow any man or any group of men 
to subjugate by fear and to crush by the 

, power of might the spirit and the lives of 
honest and humble men.”

Thoughts such as these, the thoughts of 
one who lias been coprtstently humanitarian 
in his outlook during his long public life, 
become, in their’1 nobility of expression, part 
of Canada’sjfich heritage of parliamentary 
eloqueric^X
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Mr. King's Noble Speech
By B.T.R.

OTTAWA: When in the custom 
that governs such things, 

the speeches of Mr. King are 
culled over and selected for publi­
cation in a volume printing the 
spoken words of the present Prime 
Minister, thejsfieeçh that he de­
livered in Parliament last Tuesday 
night will inevitably be included. 
It will stand as one of his great 
orations.

It is difficult to recognize these 
things when one hears them, per­
haps, for even Churchill has made 
dull speeches in his day. Mr. King 
has made many dull speeches. But 
his.speech to Parliament this week 
had no dull spots. Sometimes the 
little off-repeated phrases that are 
the earmark of oratorical style and 
an annoyance to unfriendly 
listeners, cloyed his argument. Mr. 
King frequently interjects a phrase 
like: “I am happy to say.” A hos­
tile mind might squirm at the 
repetition. But that is the school 
of rhetoric in which the Prime 
Minister was trained. His speech 
had moments of moving eloquence, 
bursts of high passion, absorbing 
passages in which he analyzed the 
prospects facing this free people 
of Canada, intensely interesting 
revelations that filled in the back­
ground of recent momentous 
events such as the Ogdensburg 
Agreement, and a peroration that 
lifted his final argument to a high 
spiritual level.

* * *
R. King is not a suave Cicero 

to bind the legislators of 
Ottawa in a spell. Indeed, when 
he speaks in Parliament, he speaks 
for the record more frequently 
than he speaks for the effect upon 
the house. On Tuesday night he

was speaking for the record, and 
his remarks will read well in that 
record. He was speaking also for 
the sound of his words in London, 
in Washington, in Berlin and Rome 
and Tokjm. tie was speaking as 
the first Canadian Prime Minister 
whose words would be studied 
simultaneously in those distant 
cities. Behind his speech was the 
fact of Canada’s new status in the 
world, brother-in-arms in the 
democratic cause.- 'That is why it 
was an historic speech.

Mr. King’s central theme was 
Canada’s role in the rise of new 
hope in democracy’s fight against 
the totalitarian conspiracy against 
freedom, truth and justice. He 
was proud of Canada’s role Tri 
these events, and he had reason to 
be. The Ogdensburg Agreement, 
he said, was the most significant 
development in international af­
fairs since Parliament last met. It 
was the answer of the new demo­
cratic front to the new Triple Axis 
in which Berlin and Rome had 
taken Tokyo into partnership. “In 
ultimate importance,” said Mr. 
King, “it far surpasses the forma­
tion of the Triple Axis.” He said:

“The link forged by the 
Canada-United States Defence 
Agreement is no temporary axis. - 
It was not formed by nations 
whose common tie is a mutual , 
desire for the destruction of f 
their neighbors. It is part of the 
enduring foundation of a new | 
world order, based on friend- i 
ship and goodwill. In the fur- | 
therance of this new world 
order, Canada, in liaison be- i 
tween the British Common- \ 
wealth and the United States is 
fulfilling a manifest destiny.”

* * *

SO the shape of the future Is = 
beginning to emerge in the 

darkling world. Mr. King did not 
mince matters in telling Parlia­
ment that the road ahead is long 
and terrible. He had said as much 
before, but words of this kind have 
taken on new meaning from 
events. Everyone who heard his 
speech and who reads it will have 
more imagination with which to 
judge the meaning of this: “I feel 
certain that right will triumph, 
but I believe that it is going to be 
a longer road, a harder road and 
a more terrible road than any of 
us at this moment begin to be­
lieve.”

But if the foundations of a new 
democratic axis, a new order in 
defence of freedom, truth and jus­
tice, have been laid in these last 
few months, it has been because 
Britain held out magnificently.
Mr. King put on the record the 
material facts that portray the 
spiritual regeneration that has 
come to everyone of democratic 
faith. When French resistance 
collapsed last June, he said, the 
Government of France and her 
military leaders believed that not 
only France but also Britain was 
doomed. This appalling belief, he 
added, was held in surprising de­
gree even in the United States.

;The black mid-summer of 1940 
will never be forgotten in Ottawa.
It is something that will always 
touch the memory of this writer, 
who arrived in Ottawa on assign­
ment J*>r the first time soon after 
France fell. The record that Mr.
King gave to Parliament hinges 
upon the one central fact that 
Britain stood out when all Europe 
wavçyed. It started the resurg­
ence of spirit that will lead to 
victory.
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In fine words the Prime Minis­
ter^ put in. wprd^ thç toad aims 
which are taking on Uving form 
in this new, resurgçnçe pf demo­
cratic solidarity:

“We must strive throughout 
1 the struggle itself, and more 

than ever when the evil dragon 
: of Nazism is slain, to see that 

nnver again, in our own or any
other land, shall the gods of 
material power, of worldly pos­
sessions and of special privilege

permitted to exercise their
! sway. Never again must we 

allow any man, or group of men, 
to subjugate by fear, and to 
crush by the power of might, 

j the spirit and the lives of honest 
and humble men.”
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n,,, XAJr..*cfflr'e i that ‘he that liveth by the sword shad perish by theUur Prime Minister s Inspiring readership sword* is a part of Christian doctrine. To my mind the
TIURING the week-end we have been reading one of the simple test of the right or wrong of any aim or insti- 

■ great documents of our time — a document which will; tution is: Can it endure? Domination by a single dic- 
be an inspiring record for all future generations of Cana- tator or group of dictators may last for a time. It may 
dians.

We refer to the full Hansard report of the speech which 
Hie Prime Minister delivered in Parliament at Ottawa on 
Tuesday last — the 31st anniversary, of his entry into the 
House as Minister of Labor — in reply to the address in 
which the Hon. R. R. Hanson complained that Canada’s 
contribution to the first Battle of Britain has been “rather 
pitiful.”

This contribution, by the way, is the one which the Rt.
Hon. Herbert Morrison, then British Minister of Supply, 
referred to on September 16 last as “colossal,” adding:

extend its sway and its sweep, but it cannot endure. 
Freedom, truth and justice crushed to earth will rise 
again. It is the breath of God which alone gives life to 
Hie bodies of men. Freedom, truth and justice, these 
will endure; for not only do they give life but they con­
tinue to give it more abundantly.”

*****

BIKE so many of the great men all down through history, 
J Mr. King is a student of the Bible and draws some of

“If ever I was tempted to indulge in a mental slump
• — which 1 seldom am, being an incurable optimist — I 

immediately would think of what Canada is doing and 
going to do. That is more than enough to knock the bot­
tom out of any fit of the blues.”

*****
IT HAS been said that there are none among the present 
•* public men of Canada with the pure eloquence of Laurier 
or the command of metaphor which distinguished Sir George 
Foster, but that on the other hand, among Premier King’s 
contemporaries there is not one who rises to such heights 
of hoble thought, nobly expressed, as Mr. King himself 
achieves.

That, we think, is a just estimate. Witness the perora- 
1 ion of the speech we have referred to — a speech occupying 
20 pages of Hansard and containing a masterly and well- 
documented review of the war and Canada’s part in it. Deal­
ing with the dependence of the dictators upon material 
power to achieve their ends, he said :

“Material power alone, however, is not an en­
during power. Strip domination of its material trap­
pings and there is nothing left. Freedom, truth and jus­
tice belong to a different realm. They are not material 
things capable of being consumed and destroyed; they 
are of the mind and of the spirit, they belong to the

• eternal realities. They are attributes of God Himself. In 
the end they are certain to triumph. In their conflict 
with those who make of material power ap end in itself, 
those who treasure the world of mind and spirit may, 
for the preservation of their physical existence, find it 
necessary to forge and to use against their adversaries 
the weapons of material power. It is well tfl remember

his finest inspirations from it. To win the present war, he 
said, it is necessary to “put on the whole armour of God,” 
for z

“Iæt it never be forgotten that ‘we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.’ 
Let us make sure that the helmet is also one of salva­
tion ; the sword, one-of the spirit ; and the shield, one of 
faith; that our loins are girt about with truth and that 
our breastplate is one of righteousness, and that our feet 
are shod with the prépara t;on of the gospel of peace.” 

*****

AND then his last word, so characteristic of the main pur­
pose of his life — the seeking of the greatest good fori 

the greatest number. While emphasizing the point that the 
first task of a civilization which would save itself is to 
“slay the dragon which has been fascinating its victims by, 
fear, poisoning the springs of their moral and intellectual| 
being at the source and which would prey upon their vitals j 
for years to come,” he said :

“In equal measure, however, we must strive j 
throughout the struggle itself, and more than ever when J 
the evil dragon of Nazi ism is slain, to see that never 
again, in our or in any other land', shall the gods of 
material power, of worldly possessions and of special 
privilege be permitted to exercise their sway. Never 
again must we allow any man or any group of men to 

' subjugate by fear and to crush by the power of might 
the spirit and the lives of honest and humble men.”

Do you not agree with us when we say that this speech 
will be an inspiring record for all future generations — 
just as it is an inspiration to us of this generation, called 
now to the greatest task in our whole lives?
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Our Prime Minister's Inspiring Leadership
fll KING the week-end we have been reading one of the 
” great documents of our time — a document which will 
he an inspiring record for all future generations of Cana­
dians.

We refer to the full Hansard report of the speech which 
the Prime Minister delivered in Parliament at Ottawa on I 
Tuesdnv Iasi — the Mist anniversary of his entry into the 
House as Minister of Labor — in reply to the address in' 
which the Hon. R. R. Hanson complained that Canada’s 
contribution to the first Rattle of Britain has been “rather 
pitiful.”

This contribution, by the way. is the one which the Kt.
Hon. Herbert Morrison, then British Minister of Supply, 
referred to on September 16 last as “colossal.” adding:

“If ever I was tempted to indulge in a mental slump 
— which I seldom am. being an incurable optimist — 1 
immediately would think of what Canada is doing and 
going to do. That is more than enough to knock the bot­
tom out of any fit of the blues.”

*****

IT HAS been said that there are none among the present 
public men of Canada with the pure eloquence of Laurier 

or the command of metaphor which distinguished Sir George!
Foster, hut that on the other hand, among Premier King’s 
contemporaries there is not one who rises to such heights 
of noble thought, nobly expressed, as Mr. King himself 
achieves.

That, we think, is a just estimate. Witness the pérora- jibe greatest number. While emphasizing the point that the I 
lion of the speech we have referred to — a speech occupying] * '•'M task of a civilization which would save itself is to| 
20 pages of Hansard and containing a masterly and well- ‘ v ! ‘1(‘ dragon which has been fascinating its victims by 
documented review of the war and Canada’s part in it. I)ea!-|feal • poisoning the springs of their moral and intellectualj| 
ing with the dependence of the dictators upon materialP?cin£ at the source and which would prey upon their vitals ] 
power to achieve their ends, he said : *nr years to come, he said:

“In equal measure, however, we must strive 
throughout the struggle itself, and more than ever when 
the evil dragon of Nazi ism is slain, to see that never 
again, in our or in any other land', shall the gods of 
material power, of worldly possessions and of special 
privilege be permitted to exercise their sway. Never 
again must we allow any man or any group of men to 
subjugate by fear and to crush by the power of might 
the spirit, and the lives of honest and humble men.”

Do you not agree with us when we say that this speech! 
will be an inspiring record for all future generations — 
just as it is an inspiration to us of this generation, called 
now to the greatest task in our whole lives?

that ‘he thaï Iiveth by the sword shad perish by 1 he 
sword’ is a part of Christian doctrine. To my mind the 
simple test of the right or wrong of any aim or insti­
tution is: Can it endure? Domination by a single dic­
tator or group of dictators may last for a time. It may 
extend its sway and its sweep, but it cannot endure. 
Freedom, truth and justice crushed to earth will rise 
again. It is the breath of God which alone gives life to 
the bodies of men. Freedom, truth and justice, these 
will endure: for not only do they give life but they con­
tinue to give it more abundantly.”

*****

I IKK so many of tlie great men all down through history, 
■J Mr. King is a student of the Bible and draws some of 
his finest inspirations from it. To win the present war, he 
said, if is necessar.v to “put on the whole armour of God.’’ 
(for :

“Let it. never he forgotten that ‘we wrestle hot 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.’ 
Let us make sure that the helmet is also one of salva­
tion: the sword, one-of the spirit : and the shield, one of 
faith; that our loins are girt about with truth and that 
our breast plate is one of righteousness, and that our feet 
are shod with the préparaVmi of the gospel of peace.” 

*****

\ ND then his last, word, so characteristic of the main pur­
pose of his life — the seeking of the greatest good for.

“Material power alone, however, is not an en­
during power. Strip domination of its material trap­
pings and there is nothing left. Freedom, truth and jus­
tice belong to a different realm. They are not material 
things capable of being consumed and destroyed; they 
are of the mind and of the spirit, they belong to the 
eternal realities. They are attributes of God Himself. In 
the end they are certain to triumph. In their conflict 
with those who make of material power an end in itself, 
those who treasure the world of mind and spirit may. 
for the preservation of their physical existence, find it. 
necessary to forge and to use against their adversaries 
the weapons of material power. It is well to remember
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