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W.L.M. King Speeches Series MG 26 J5
INTRODUCTION

The W.L.M. King Speeches series contains speech notes, drafts, printed copies, newspaper
reports and comments on speeches. The material is arranged chronologically. A list giving the
subject, date and place of each speech is available in the King finding aid, number 502. The
arrangement of the speeches reflects the way the papers came to the National Archives in several
series of overlapping files. The Bound Volumes contain mainly typewritten speech notes and
speech material. The Chronological files consist mainly of clippings reporting on speeches as
well as some typewritten material. The St-Laurent files (so-called because they were received
from the Prime Minister's Office when Louis St-Laurent was in office) contain both clippings
and typewritten material.

W.L.M. King, Série des discours, MG 26 J5
INTRODUCTION

La série des discours du fonds W. L. M. King comprend des ébauches de discours, des textes
manuscrits et imprimés des discours, des coupures de presses et des commentaires au sujet des
discours. Les documents sont classés en ordre chronologique. On peut trouver dans 1’instrument
de recherche numéro 502 (King) une liste indiquant le sujet, la date et le lieu de chaque discours.
Le fait que les discours sont parvenus aux Archives nationales en différentes séries se
chevauchant se réfléte dans leur classement. Les volumes reliés contiennent principalement des
textes dactylographiés de discours et des documents de référence. Les dossiers chronologiques
contiennent surtout des coupures de presse relatives aux discours et des documents
dactylographiés. Les dossiers St-Laurent (ainsi nommés parce qu’ils ont été transférés du Bureau
du premier ministre lorsque Louis St-Laurent était en poste) comprend également des coupures
de presse et des documents dactylographiés.
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King, William Lyon Mackenzie. (1874-1950). Prime Minister of
Canada.

William Lyon Mackenzie King fonds

Original, 1641, 1703, 1815-1950, 252.710 m. Photocopy,
1908-1950, 5.000 m. Transcript, 1893-1950, 15.000 m. Finding
Aid No. 502.

1996-02-02

7-2061
William Lyon Mackenzie King, a grandson of William Lyon
Mackenzie, was born in Kitchener (then Berlin), Ontario, 17
December 1874. He attended the University of Toronto
(B.A., LL.B., M.A.), the University of Chicago, and Harvard
University (M.A., Ph.D.). His field of study was Political
Economy, with labour problems as his special interest. 1In
1900, he was appointed the first Deputy Minister of Labour
and editor of the Labour Gazette. 1In
1908, he resigned to enter the House of Commons and in 1909
he entered the cabinet as the first Minister of Labour. He
left politics after his defeat in the election of 1911 and
from 1914 to 1917, he worked for the Rockefeller Foundation
investigating industrial relations. He re-entered politics
in 1919 after he was chosen leader of the Liberal Party.
At the end of 1921, he became Prime Minister and held the
post (with the exception of three months in 1926) until his
party’s defeat in the election of 1930.
He was Leader of the Opposition until Octocber 1935 when the
Liberals came back into power. From that time he was Prime
Minister until he retired on 15 November 1948. He died 22
July 1950 at his Kingsmere estate.

The William Lyon Mackenzie King Papers were deposited in the
Public Archives of Canada by the terms of Mr. King’'s will.
The papers were the property of his literary executors until
22 July 1975 when they became the property of the Crown. The
final transfer occurred 30 June 1977.

Access is Restricted.

For the series which are available in microform, the originals
have been removed from circulation. Researchers must use the
microform. 1In the case of the Diaries (J13), transcripts are
also available.

Some type of finding aid exists for each series in the King
Papers. The description of each series includes a note about
that series’ finding aid(s). Consult the Prime Ministers and
Ministers Archives for any possible finding aids in process.

Two original master moulds, recordings of the Carillon Bells
and King’s speech on 1 July 1927, transferred to the
appropriate division in 1995.




The following portions of the King Papers are available in
microform: Primary Series Correspondence (J1), Memoranda and
Notes Series (J4), Volumes 1-409, Speeches (J5) 1899-1932,
Volumes 1-34, Family Papers (J7) and the Diaries (J13). The
finding aid for each of these series includes a microfilm
conversion list.

Public papers, 1876-1950, 208.400 m.; personal papers,
1641-1969, 48.602 m.

Public Papers.

Primary Series Correspondence, Jl Series. Original,

1889-1950, 44.700 m. (Vol. 1-447).
This series consists of the important correspondence both
from the Prime Minister’s Office and from Laurier House.
The correspondence is arranged alphabetically by author
within each year, with enclosures and any replies kept
together. The pages of the entire series are numbered
consecutively. For the correspondence up to 1921, there
are both subject and author indexes. The subject index is
an alphabetical list of subjects. The author index
consists of index cards. The subject index is also
available on microfilm reels C-4591 to C-4593. For the
1922-1950 correspondence, a detailed letter by letter
index is available on the Prime Ministers CD-ROM. A
microfilm conversion list for the whole series is
available in the finding aid and on microfiche. Because
the 1922-1932 Jl1 correspondence in Volumes 69-193 (reels
C-2242 to C-2331) was reboxed after it was microfilmed,
the volume numbers on the targets and running heads with
the reels are incorrect.
Check the conversion list for the correct volume number.
Also available on microfilm, reels C-1901 to C-1952,
C-2242 to C-2331, C-3672 to C-3695, C-3723 to C-3751,
C-4566 to C-4576, C-4860 to C-4872, C-6804 to C-6814,
C-7034 to C-7060, C-9871 to C-9887, C-9166 to C-9181,
C-11035 to C-11055, C-4632.

Prime Minister’s Office Correspondence, J2 Series. Original,
1921-1930, 1935-1948, 52.000 m. (Vol. 1-520).
This series consists of the subject files remaining after
the Primary Series correspondence was selected. A file
list is available in two separate bound volumes and on
microfiche.

General Correspondence, J3 Series. Original, 1915-1950, (Vol.

1-161). 15.200 m.
This series consists of personal letters which were kept
at Laurier House. These letters were left after
correspondence was selected for the Primary Series (J1),
the Family Papers (J7), and the Personal Correspondence
Series (J8). A box list is available in the finding aid
and on microfiche, a more detailed author list is
available in the Political Archives Service.




Memoranda and Notes, J4 Series. Original, 1887-1950, 43.800

m. (Vol. 1-432).
Memoranda, notes and some correspondence are found in this
series, arranged in subject files within four
chronological periods (1887-1921, 1922-1932, 1933-1939 and
1940-1950), with additional material at the end. A
complete file list is available in a separate bound
finding aid, on microfiche and on the Prime Ministers
CD-ROM.
Volumes 1-409 are also available on microfilm, reels
C-1953 to C-1983, C-2475, C-2475A, C-2476 to C-2480,
C-2575 to C-2576, C-2622 to C-2626, C-2693 to C-2731,
C-4253 to C-4289, H-1471 to H-1562.

Speeches, J5 Series. Original, 1899-1950, 10.600 m. (Vol.
1-105).
This series contains speech notes, drafts, printed copies,
newspaper reports and comments. The material is arranged
chronologically. A list giving subject, date and place of
each speech is available in a separate bound finding aid
and on microfiche.
The speeches from 1899-1932 are also available on
microfilm, reels C-1984 to C-1988, C-2788 to C-2800

Pamphlets and Clippings, J6 Series. Original, 1876-1950,
42.100 m. (Vol. 1-245).
This series consists of clippings, pamphlets, obituaries
and brochures arranged alphabetically in subject/nominal
files. This series is divided intoc two parts: pre-1921
and 1921-1950. A file list is available in the finding
aid and on microfiche.

Personal Papers.

Family Papers, J7 Series. Original, 1880-1950, 6.100 m. (Vol.
1-31).
This series consists primarily of King’s correspondence
from members of his family. The letters are arranged
chronologically up to the end of 1917 and after that by
name of correspondent. A file list is available in the
finding aid and on the Prime Ministers CD-ROM.
Also available on microfilm, reels H-2244 to H-2270

Personal Correspondence, J8 Series. Original, 1897-1950,
4.000 m. (Vol. 1-41).
This series includes the personal correspondence received
by King between 1897 and 1950. This correspondence was
from friends rather than from acquaintances or the general
public. A file list is available in the finding aid and
on microfiche.




Spiritualism, J9 Series. Original, 1919-1950, 1.400 m. (Vol.
1=7)s
This series includes correspondence, publications and
memoranda arranged in subject files.

Laurier House and Kingsmere, J10 Series. Original, 1919-1950,
2.800 m. (Vol. 1-28).
This series includes financial, property, hospitality and
job application files relating to King’s two residences.
A file list is available in the finding aid.

Finances, J11 Series. Original, 1907-1950, 1.600 m. (Vol.
1-16).
This series includes annual statements, material on
investments, etc. arranged in subject files.

Personal Miscellaneous, J12 Series. Original, 1905-1950,
2.100 m. (Vol. 1-21).
This series consists of subject files on personal matters
such as cars, church, health, insurance and staff.

Diaries, J13 Series. Original, 1893-1950, 7.420 m. (Vol.
147-209). Transcript, 1893-1950, 10.760 m. (Vol. 1-118,
127-129, 132-146). Microfiche, 1893-1946, 1949, 492 fiches.
T-1 to T-275, M-1 to M-217. Photocopy, 1947-1948, 1950, 1.110
m. (Vol. 119-126, 130-131).
A list of the diaries and a microfiche conversion list is
available in the finding aid and on microfiche.

King Family Papers, J1l4 Series. Original, 1840-1950, 2.000 m.

(Vol. 1-20).
This series consists of correspondence of members of the
King family with persons other than W.L.M. King. Included
are the papers of John and Christina King, Mr. and Mrs.
John King, Isabel King, Dr. and Mrs. Macdougall King, Mr.
and Mrs. H.M. Lay, and the Lindsey family. A file list is
available in the finding aid and on microfiche.

Souvenirs, J15 Series. Original, 1641, 1703, 1815-1950, 7.250
m. (Vol. 1-18).
This series, rearranged in 1981, contains a wide variety
of material including programmes, historical documents and
memorabilia collected by Mackenzie King. It is organized
by type of document. A file list is available with the
finding aid and on microfiche.

Election Campaign Posters, J16 Series. Original, 1940, 0.002
m.

These posters are in horizontal storage, 6 pages.
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Literary Executors of the King Estate, J17 Series. Original,

1938-1969, 1.800 m. (Vol. 1-9).
Included is the correspondence of the Literary Executors,
1950-1958, relating to the writing of the W.L.M. King
biography and the placement of the King Papers in the
Public Archives. Also included are financial records of
the Rockefeller Foundation grant for the W.L.M. King
memoir project, 1950-1957. A file list is available with
the finding aid and on microfiche.

McGregor, F.A., J18 Series. Original, 1950-1956, 0.100 m.

(Vol. 1).
F.A. McGregor: Secretary to Deputy Minister of Labour,
1909-1910; teacher at Woodstock College, 1913-1914;
assisted King in his studies in industrial relations under
the Rockefeller Foundation, 1914-1919; private secretary
to Leader of the Opposition and to the Prime Minister of
Can~RAada, 1919-1925; Registrar, Combines Investigation Act,
1925-1937; Commissioner, Combines Investigation Act,
1937-1949; member of the Wartime Prices and Trade Board,
1939-1950, and enforcement administrator, 1941-1946;
literary executor and a trustee of the estate of W.L.M.
King. The papers were presented in 1980 by Mr. A.N.
McGregor.
Correspondence between F.A. McGregor, the literary
executors and others involved in the estate and in the
biography of King, as well as personal correspondence. A
file list is available with the finding aid.

Royal Trust Estate Papers. J19 Series. Original, 1950-1960,
0.160 m. (Vol. 1-2).
This series consists of the Royal Trust Company files
relating to the W.L.M. King estate. File list.

Card Indexes, J20 Series. Original, n.d., 1919-1945, 9.300 m.

(Vol. 1-31).
Comprises fourteen separate card indexes: Mackenzie King
Papers (nominal), vols. 1-4; Liberal candidates, 1940 and
1945 elections, vol. 5; birthday and Christmas (nominal),
vols. 6-8; biographical, vol. 9; birthday and Christmas
acknowledgments - subjects, vols. 10-11l; speeches, vols.
12-13; King's papers D-U, vol. 14, papers 1880-1919, vols.
15-16; war records, vols. 17-18; autograph letters,
invitations, photographs, correspondence - British, U.S.,
Foreign A-Z, vol. 19; Canada correspondence (nominal),
vols. 20-22; Mackenzie King papers F-Z, vols. 24-25;
Mackenzie King papers 1922-1925, vols. 26-30; nominal,
A-6, vol. 31.

Political Archives Section.




King, William Lyon Mackenzie (1874-1950). Premier ministre du
Canada.

Fonds William Lyon Mackenzie King

Original, 1641, 1703, 1815-1950, 252.710 m. Photocopie,
1908-1950, 5.000 m. Transcription, 1893-1950, 15.000 m.
Instrument de recherche no 502.

1996-02-02

William Lyon Mackenzie King, petit-fils de William Lyon
Mackenzie, est né & Kitchener (alors Berlin), Ontario, le
17 décembre 1874. Il étudie aux universités de Toronto
(B.A., LL.B., M.A.), de Chicago et Harvard (M.A., Ph.D).
Il se spécialise en économie politique et s’'intéresse
particuliérement aux problémes ouvriers. En 1900, il est
nommé premier sous-ministre du Travail et rédacteur de la
Gazette du travail. Il démissionne en 1908 pour entrer a
la Chambre des communes; en 1909, il devient le premier
ministre du Travail. Il quitte la politique aprés sa
défaite aux élections de 1911 et de 1914 & 1917, il étudie
les relations industrielles & la Rockefeller Foundation.
Il revient d la politique en 1919 aprés avoir été élu chef
du parti Libéral. En 1921, il devient premier ministre et
conserve ce poste (sauf pour quelques mois en 1926) jusqu’‘a
la défaite de son parti aux élections de 1930.

Il est chef de l’Opposition jusqu’ad la reprise du pouvoir
par les Libéraux en 1935. Il réintégre alors son poste de
premier ministre qu’il conservera jusqu‘d sa retraite en
novembre 1948. Il meurt le 22 juillet 1950 dans son
domaine de Kingsmere.

Les papiers W.L. Mackenzie King furent déposés aux Archives
publiques du Canada conformément au testament de M. King. Les
papiers sont demeurés la propriété de ses exécuteurs
littéraires jusqu‘au 22 juillet 1975, date a4 laquelle ils sont
devenus celle de la Couronne. Le dernier transfert eut lieu

le 30 juin 1977.

Accés contrdlé.

Les originaux pour les séries aussi disponible sur microforme
ont &té retirés de la circulation. Les chercheurs doivent
consulter le microforme. Les Journaux intimes (J13) sont
aussi disponible comme les transcriptions.

Les instruments de recherche des papiers King ne sont pas
encore tous terminés. La description de chaque série comprend
une note explicative sur son (ses) instrument(s) de recherche.
Consultez les archives des premiers ministres et ministres
pour les instruments de recherche en préparation.




Deux matrices originales des enregistrements du Carilon de la
Paix et du discours de King, ler juillet 1927 ont été confiées
4 la division appropriée.

Les séries suivantes sont disponibles sur microformes :
Premiére série de correspondance (Jl), Mémoires et notes (J4),
Volumes 1-409, Discours (J5), 1899-1932, Volumes 1-34, Papiers
de famille (J7), et Journaux intimes (J13). L‘’instrument de
recherche de chacune de ces séries comprend une liste de
conversion des microfilms.

Papiers publics, 1876-1950, 208.400 m; papiers personnels,
1641-1969, 48.602 m.

Papiers publics. Original,

Premiére série de correspondance. Série Jl1. Original,
1889-1950, 44.700 m. (Vol. 1-447).

Cette série comprend un choix des lettres les plus
importantes des dossiers du cabinet du premier ministre et
des dossiers de la maison Laurier. La correspondance est
classée par ordre alphabétique d‘auteur pour chaque année
avec piéces jointes et réponses réunies 3 la lettre
principale et numérotées consécutivement. Il existe un
index des auteurs et des matiéres pour la correspondance
antérieure & 1921. L‘index des auteurs est sur fiches et
l’index des matiéres consiste en une liste alphabétique
des sujets. L’index des matiéres est é&galement sur
microfilm (bobine C-4591 a C-4593). Pour la période
1922-1950, un index détaillé est disponible sur le CD-ROM
des premiers ministres.

Une liste de conversion des numéros de bobines de la série
est disponible dans 1l'’instrument de recherche et sur
microfiches. Parce que la correspondance de la série J1
pour les années 1922 a 1932, volumes 69-193 (bobines
C-2242 a C-2331) a été reboitée aprés le microfilmage, les
numéros de volumes apparaissant dans les entétes des
microfilms sont inexacts. Il faut donc vérifier la liste
de conversion pour avoir le bon numéro de volume.

Aussi disponible sur microfilm, bobines C-1901 & C-1952,
C-2242 a Cc-2331, C-3672 a C-3695, C-3723 & C-3751, C-4566
a C-4576, C-4860 a Cc-4872, C-6804 a Cc-6814, C-7034 a
c-7060, C-9871 a C-9887, C-9166 a Cc-9181, C-11035 a
C-11055, C-4632.

Correspondance du Cabinet du premier ministre. Série J2.
Original, 1921-1930, 1935-1948, 52.000 m. (Vol. 1-520).
Cette série comprend les dossiers--matiére non compris dans
la premiére série de correspondance. La liste des
dossiers est disponible dans deux volumes reliés
séparément ainsi que 'sur microfiches.
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Correspondance générale. Série J3. Original, 1915-1950,

15.200 m. (Vel. 1-161). Photocopie, 8 pages.
Cette série comprend des lettres personnelles que King
conservait 4 la maison Laurier et qui n‘ont pas été
retenues dans la premiére série (J1l), dans la série des
papiers de famille (J7) ni dans celle de la correspondance
générale (J8). Une liste des boites est disponible dans
l’instrument de recherche. Une liste des auteurs est
disponible au Service des archives politiques.

Mémoires et notes. Série J4. Original, 1887-1950, 43.800 m.

(Vol. 1-432).
Les mémoires, notes et quelques lettres qui n’étaient pas
inclus dans la correspondance se trouvent dans cette série
et sont classés en quatre périodes chronologiques :
1887-1921, 1922-1932, 1933-1939 et 1940-1950 avec matériel
additionnel a la fin. Une liste compléte des dossiers est
disponible dans un volume relié, sur microfiche et sur le
CD~ROM des premiers ministres.
Les volumes 1-409 sont aussi disponibles sur microfilms,
bobines C-1953 & C-1983, C-2475, C-2475A, C-2476 a C-2480,
C-2575 a Cc-2576, C-2622 a C-2626, C-2693 a4 C-2731, C-4253
a C-4289, H-1471 a H-1562.

Discours. Série J5. Original, 1899-1950, 10.600 m. (Vol.
1-108).
Cette série comprend des notes de discours, des
brouillons, des copies imprimées, des commentaires et
comptes rendus de journaux classés par ordre
chronologique. Une liste donnant le sujet, la date et
l’endroit de chaque discours se trouve dans un instrument
de recherche relié séparément et sur microfiche.
Les discours de 1899-1932 sont aussi disponibles sur
microfilm, bobines C-1984 & C-1988, C-2788 i C-2800

Brochures et coupures de journaux. Série J6. Original,

1876-1950, 42.100 m. (Vol. 1-245).
Cette série contient des coupures de journaux, des
dépliants et des brochures qui sont classées
alphabétiquement dans des dossiers de noms et de sujets.
Cette série est divisée en deux parties : les documents
antérieurs a4 1921 et ceux de 1921 & 1950, Une liste est
disponible dans 1l'instrument de recherche et sur
microfiche.

Papiers personnels.

Papiers de famille. Série J7. Original, 1880-1950, 6.100 m.
(Vol. 1-31).
Cette série contient des lettres écrites a King par des
membres de sa famille. La correspondance est en ordre
chronologique jusqu‘a la fin de 1917; aprés cette année,
elle est classée par correspondant. Une liste des
dossiers est disponible dans l’instrument de recherche et
sur le CD-ROM des premiers ministres.
Aussi disponible sur microfilm, bobines H-2244 & H-2270.
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Correspondance personnelle. Série J8. Original, 1897-1950,

4.000 m. (Vol. 1-41).
Cette série comprend la correspondance regue par King
entre les années 1897 et 1950. Cette correspondance
provenait de ses amis plutdét que de ses connaissances ou
du public en général. Une liste des dossiers est
disponible dans l'’instrument de recherche et sur
microfiche.

Spiritisme. Série J9. Original, 1919-1950, 1.400 m. (Vol.
1-7).
Cette série comprend des lettres, des publications et des
mémoires classés par matiére.

Maison Laurier et Kingsmere. Série J10. Original, 1919-1950,
2.800 m. (Vol. 1-28).
Cette série comprend des lettres ayant trait a des plans,
des meubles, etc., des résidences de King. Elle est
organisée en dossiers-matiére. Une liste des dossiers est
disponible dans l'’instrument de recherche.

Finances. Série J11. Original, 1907-1950, 1.600 m. (Vol.
1-16).
Cette série comprend des états annuels, des documents
relatifs & des placements, etc., organisés en
dossiers-matiéres.

Papiers personnels divers. Série J12. Original, 1905-1950,
2.100 m. (Vol. 1-21).
Cette série comprend des dossiers-matiéres sur des
affaires personnelles (voitures, église, clubs, santé,
assurances et personnel).

Journaux intimes. Série J13. Original, 1893-1950, 7.420 m.
(Vol. 147-209). Microfiche, 1893-1950, 492 fiches. T-1 &
T-275, M-1 & M-217. Transcription, 1893-1946, 1949, 10.760 m.
(Vol. 1-146). Photocopie, 1947-1948, 1950, 1.110 m.
Une liste des journaux intimes et une liste de conversion
de ces journaux sur microfiche, sont disponibles dans
l’instrument de recherche et sur microfiche.

Papiers de la famille King. Série J14. Original, 1840-1950,

2.000 m. (Vol. 1-20).
Cette série comprend la correspondance des membres de la
famille King avec d'autres personnes que W.L.M. King. On
y trouve des lettres de John et Christina King, M. et Mme
John King, Isabel King, Dr. et Mme Macdougall King, M. et
Mme H.M. Lay et la famille Lindsey. Une liste des
dossiers est disponible dans l’instrument de recherche et
sur microfiche.
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Souvenirs. Série J15. Original, 1641, 1703, 1815-1950, 7.250

m. (Vol. 1-18).
Cette série ré-organisée en 1981, comprend une variété de
documentation y compris des programmes, des documents
historiques, des souvenirs collectionnés par Mackenzie
King. Elle est organisée par type de document. Une liste
des dossiers est disponible dans l’instrument de recherche
et sur microfiche.

Affiches de la campagne électorale. Série J16. Original,
1940, 0.002 m.
Ces affiches sont dans le classeur horizontal, 6 pages.

Exécuteurs littéraires de M. King. Série J17. Original,

1938-1969, (Vol. 1-9).
Cette série comprend de la correspondance des exécuteurs
littéraires, 1950-1958, au sujet de la biographie de
W.L.M. King et les documents sur le dépdt des papiers de
M. King aux Archives publiques. Il y a aussi des dossiers
financiers ayant trait 4 la fondation Rockefeller et au
don de celle-ci au projet des mémoires de King, 1950-1957.
Une liste des dossiers est disponible & l'’instrument de
recherche et sur microfiche.

McGregor F.A. Série J18. Original, 1950-1956, 0.100 m.
F.A. McCregor; Secrétaire du sous-ministre du Travail,
1909-1910; professeur au Collége Woodstock, 1913-1914,
assista W.L.M. King lorsqu’il fit des études en relations
industrielles gradce d une bourse de la fondation
Rockefeller, 1914-1919; secrétaire particulier du chef de
l’opposition et du Premier ministre du Canada, 1919-1925;
greffier, Loi relative aux enquétes sur les coalitions,
1925-1937; commissaire, Loi relative aux enquétes sur les
coalitions, 1937-1949; membre de la Commission des prix et
du commerce en temps de guerre, 1939-1950, et agent
d‘exécution, 1941-1946; l’un des exécuteurs littéraires et
des fiduciaires de la succession de W.L.M. King. Les
papiers ont é&té présentés aux Archives en 1980 par A.N.
McGregor.
Correspondance entre F.A. McGregor, les exécuteurs
littéraires et les diverses autres personnes concernées
par la succession et la biographie de W.L.M. King. Une
liste des dossiers est disponible dans l'’instrument de
recherche.

Trust Royal. Série J19. Original, 1950-1960, (Vol. 1-2).
Cette série comprend les dossiers de la compagnie Trust
Royal concernant la succession de W.L.M. King.




Fichiers index. Série J20. Original, n.d., 1919-1945, 9.300

m. (Vol. 1-31).
Les quatorze fichiers, comprennent un index nominatif,
vols. 1-4; les candidats Libéraux, les élections de 1940
et 1945, vol. 5; les cartes de souhaits - nominatif, vols.
6-8; un index biographique, vol. 9; les réponses des
cartes de souhaits - sujets, vols. 10-11; les discours,
vols. 12-13; les papiers de King, D-U, vol. 14; les
papiers 1880-1919, vols. 15-16; les archives de guerre,
vols. 17-18; les lettres signées, les invitations, les
photos, la correspondance - anglaise, américaine,
étrangére, vol. 19; Canada - la correspondance -
nominative, vols. 20-22; les papiers de Mackenzie King
F-2Z, vols. 24-25; les papiers de Mackenzie King 1922-1925,
vols. 26-30; un fichier nominatif A-6, vol. 31.

Section des archives politiques.
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W.L. MACKENZIE KING

MG 26J 5

Vol

File/Dossier

Subject/Sujet

Canada and the War, Radio address by King
Campaign Speech of Mr. King
Re: Toronto Meeting, Massey Hall

Draft Broadcasts, General Elections, 1940,
Radio

Ottawa meeting, Auditorium
Results of Election

"The Present Outlook". Speeches outside
Parliament

German Invasion of Belgium and the
Netherlands, King Radio Address

Speech of Mr. King on Suspension of House
proceedings and re: The Appointment of the
Hon. R.B. Hanson, as House Leader of the
Conservative Party

Speech on the Address in reply in Parliament

Dates

8 Mar. 1940
10 Mar. 1940
14 Mar. 1940

Mar. 1940

25 Mar. 1940
26 Mar. 1940

30 Apr. 1940

10 May 1940

16 May 1940

20 May 1940

D 37761 - D 37786

D 37787 - D 37899

D 37900 - D 38029

D 38030 - D 38154

D 38155 - D 38175

D 38176 - D 38182

D 38183 - D 38203

D 38204 - D 38216

D 38217 - D 38221

D 38222 - D 38224

Reel\Bobine







22 Oct. 1920 Moose Jaw, Sask,

Government autocraty vs.

Progressive of the West.
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This* new National Government Part:
When was 1t formed?
Who chose 1ts leader?
What is 1ts platform?

Lot of promisese

Manion dolng what Stevens did.

Desert his own Party.

Create a new Partye.

Write out platform himself.,
Supplement platform with promisess
Chose the leader himself.

Baptize the candldates himself.

Note: what happnened to Stevense
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1646-50




Massex Hall Meetigg

Reference to those present,
public appearances in Ontario,
and elections.

Reference to the 1ssues in the campaign
tself,

drawing tentlion to my having
confined ngseli entirely to the
matter of the war.

Reference to seeing things in truer
light at present as we are
getting near the election:

(1) the dissolution;

(2) the significance of
Hational Government. _

}“AA b Yot L 8 Y %uug«fm.
; ¢ Y demansd Mc”w;
Br'n" in reference to election in Arn b

war-time and choosing a war | Mt
government,
. *“1?,

¥ &/ ‘61-%0\»
also Prlime lMinister's rv:pOnuLblllty

in what he does not do as well
as what he does do.
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Reference to those pnresent

aprearing with colleagues
one of the oldest - 36 years
one of the youngest
candidates
representative Liberals
prominent citizense

Regret at being unable to make more
public appearances

fortunate in lieutenants.

The issue of the campaisn?
l. 1Issues determined by circumstances

2e A year ago, many lssues
relative to domestic affairs.

3« But one issue - Canada's War Effort

What Government can best continue to plan
organize, malntain and direct the

war effort of Canada.

Upon wisdom of choice depends part
Canada wlll play; efficlency amd
extent of its contribution, and
concelvably ouf_come of ware

Issues narrowed down by nomlnationg,
Partlies 1n the field,

Liberal or National Government.

Which best able to govern -
which most truly national.

Seimmamitn. Na 2o TR E“ = Lorrvstes i:e‘fr"“ls»-‘i‘;
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Dre Manion at Kingston.
Country before party,

Party before country.

(Was Sir John putting party before
country all years except before
Confederatlon.)

Manion says he is following example
of:

Sir John A. - before Confederatl

Sir Robert Borden - in 191%.

this only time country was before
Party by Sir John and Borden =

other leaders.

Specific issues = make govte itself
possible.

- conscription.,.

Note how National CGovernment formed.
Leaders known.
Policy known, etce

Speaks of examples of England

le National Government - not on war
2¢ Australiae




Manion Natlional Government -
how formed
Says got support of M.P.'s

Says got support of Provincial
leaderse

Compare

Conservative Convention, etc.

Soclal Reconstruction by Stevens.

Pogsible results:

(1) Leader and following
(2) No leader and f

(3) Leader and no following.
What guarantees.

Manion changes his views

A National Govt. not in public
Interest,

Not 4 pllots at a wheel stirring in
different directions,

An Opposition essential,
Silr Wilfrlid's attitude.

./u \-‘--.....__‘_*-
/#‘9 }(gssonsibilitnot monopoly

4 checks: il Opgosition
2) Publlc service
(3) Senate

gublic opinlon

Expert assisé&ﬁc



Can Govt. be formed out of groups

that have defeated present adminlistration

(Manion's plan of national govte.
implies defeating first one of parties
he wishes to joln him)

(a) capable of malntailning natlonal
unlty

(b) making the meximum war effort.

Is i1t true Liberals for Party, not
Countrz.

Not putting party ahead of country

Liberals re estimates last parliament
vse. Manion = no supnort
- cutting down estimates

Whenno election last July.
Announced Canada beside Britain
Policy presented to Parlisment.

In war effort since.

In not extending term of Parl't,

In not having Unlon Govt,

When Lapolnte etc. fought Duplessis.

Sought a general election instead of
office = ;

preserve constltution.




- .-
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A

Is Manion putting counffx first with
Promises?

Challenge anyone my public life
when Party firste

Heo-m=mot
Sr—nerTeY ,

Would we put country first 1f we did
what Dr, Manion propeses.

Combine New Democracy.
“ CeCols

s Tories
and abandon Oppositlion

Create class war 1in times of war

Why Government ready to carry on,
and are needede

Need for a strong National Government.

The 1ssue as I see 1it.

A mandate necessarye

See Manlon's own voris



I'ollowing is a Canadian
Press summary of nominations by
parties for the Dominlon general
elections:

(Ottawa Morning Cltizen - March 12, 1940)

Z 5/,5 e
— R

Liberals ecececsescccscscsceccces 244
National Government candidates. 213

Co=-operative Commonwealth
Federation e... 96

New DemoCracy esssecescecscces 28

Others: Communlsts
Unity
Unlted Reform
Independents, €tCeesse ol




L. W. B./G.
10, 3. 40,

NEMORANDUM FOR THE PRIME MINISTER

In connection with your Toronto speech the
following suggestions are offered:

1. Analyze Dr. Manion's criticisms on the following
basis:

”® *,

: o (a)What i1s his war policy? It in no way offers
Alealad o M. any alternative to the vigorous policy which
T M aimga oo Carted 7¢M has hitherto been pursued. It attempts to

Vi confuse the 1ssue by trivilities and person-
o o pilony 5 alitles. Such criticism at a time when the
MLv f“"p' world is in agony is unworthy both of the
great issue and of a great nation.

v (b)Take Dr. Manion's promises one by one.

oo e pisploSeant €e Ze, ¥ Abolition of the radio licenses.
o oo - Embargo on American coal.
of b Nﬂ“/“‘ﬂL‘"‘““ { The fixing of wheat prices, etc.etc.
| Emphasize that they have nothing whatever to
n‘h"z;f““'ﬂl"’ ' | G0 with the waz policy. Dr, Manion has tried
to make the vigorous prosecution of the war
an electlon issues He offers no definite
criticlism and no definite alternative. The
only policy he 1s suggesting consists of a
series of reckless promises, not only not
connected with thewar, but designed to weaken
the financlal position of this country which
will be called upon to bear heavy burdens.

NOTE: % Believe that extended reference to
radio license in Toronto may be
mistake as that was place where most
opposlition centred. If enything is
said, however, point out:

l. License established by
Conservati¥es,

2¢ Admittedly necessary for
National System.

ds How does Dr. Manion propose
to finance radio?

4. Does he wish radio wholly
commercial?

S« Does he wish it to be paid
for by taxpayers?




6e Does he wish Canadian
radio to be completely
orimanlid, donated by American chains?

Justify the calling of the election at this time
on the need of disposing of internal controversial
matters before further tragic events develop. Point
out how the situation of the world on the day on
which you speak 1s even far more serious, as you
had expected it would be, than on the day when
parliament dissolved., Explain how the reckless and
unfounded criticlsm which is being advanced on the

, hustings, and would also have been advanced in

. parliament, has been used to weaken us in the eyes
of neutral observers. Show also how your Ontario
critics have provided amunition for German
broadcasters.

A reference to the March or Time picture might
be useful. Especially as it was spontaneously
projected and independently filmed by a great
Amerlican newspaper. Stress the fact that the
government had nothing whatever to do with the idea
of the filming of the pilcture. Its objective treatment
Impartlal presentation of essential facts will be of
untold benefit to the Canadian and Allied cause in
neutral countries. What will American people think
of favourable picture of Canada being labelled as
political propaganda. Apparently some men are so
politically ambitious that they are detemmined that
the people of Ontarlo shall not sharc the national
pride in the presentation of our war effort,

Repeat the figures of expenditure already the
subject of press interview.

Repeat briefly main misrepresentations of Dr.
Manion with respect to ailr training agreement.
Read Lord Riverdale's farewell statement,

Repeat In terms of numbers of men and numbers
of dollars, Canada's military, naval, air and war
effort.

Repeat essentlgl facts concerning the protection
of consumer by‘WarkBoard.




Se

Stress confldence i1n and justice of Canada's
cause as evidenced by the fact that there is no
division of opinion in Canada as evidenced by
the Quebec Election. That belief in justlce has
been transmuted into gigantic war effort and
detemmination to give Allies the kind of help they
want.,

Attack all those who attack Canada's war
effort. Read statements from British press,
American press, English public men and Columbia
Broadcaster, expressing amazement at our effort
and bewilderment at the criticism it has received.

In dealing with Dr, llanion's promises ask
how ¥, without consultation with hils colleagues
(particularly if his colleagues form a so=-called

! National Government of divergent views) he
i reconciles the unconsidered and unsupported making

i of promises with the doctrine of collective cabinet

! responsibility. State that you throughout your whole
, 11fe have never committed and do not propose to

| commit the country to promises affecting either

; Internal or external policy without consultation

and resultant agreement.

' Stress seriousness of task and weight of
jburden placed upon those responsible for government
{in time of war., It 1s not enough that they shall

{ 1 be SuPPOQ$§%gHEFh a halfhearted vote, it 1s
necessary a diect and unquestioned mandate.
Thils Involves an overwhelming vote to sustain the

government in the dark days ahead.

With reference to censorship, some statement
should be made. It 1s necessary, however, to
check list of official statements by C.B.C. etc.
Some suggestions will be sent to you in the morning
when this material has been obtained.

L. W B.




Proposed to deal with main point raised:
"Canada should have a war cabinet....composed
of the ablest administrators available, and

with no partisan tinge."

Will not follow speech in detail--contradictory and confusing.

Ixamples:
Inadequate effort vs. staggering cost;
Commends opposition to inflation, but thinks

inflation may come;

Charge of partisanship, as usual, made without supporting

evidence, (Quote Marsh re.)

Canada faced not with failure of government but failure

of opposition.

Mr. Hanson stated purpose of opposition
"not to indict the government for past failures
but to help the government to present and future

achievements,"




Yet speech without a specific constructive suggestion;
filled with general recrimination e.g.

"the record of the past eighteen months stands at

an all-time high in futility."

Government does not claim all wisdom, all strength and

all loyalty;
Would welcome M"ablest administrators"

Has sought them everywhere, and added many to war-

time services.

Let Opposition give specific nanes of

"ablest administrators" to work out "master plan";

Names will be considered on three conditions:

l, PFitness for office;

2. Willingness to serve;

L

5. Ability to find seats in Parliament.

Difficult to find men without partisen affiliatione with

real experience of public affairs,

No use making shadow cabinets: want only names of men

willing to serve.




Public life made less attractive by misinterpretation

and unfair destructive criticism.

Re: Canada in front line

Dangerous tendency to measure war effort by
length of casualty lists.

(Quote MeNaughton re.)
"A few airmen in England....men in training in England" (Hanson)

Deliberate be-litting of efforts of thousands of

Canadians;

Canadien Corps at front in battle of Britain;

Canadian destroyers in British waters;

Alr squadrons kept down in early stages to keep
training up;

Canadians not in Libya or in Singapore; but in

Iceland and Britain equally exposed.

Government ready to welcome friendly help and constructive
criticism of Opposition;
but object to deliberate campaign to discredit
government chosen by the Canadian people to

prosecute the war.,
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ijna Timid King Regime
4uluu, U.S. I.mlulmmats

Brantford, Feb. .lnlln M.n(*m at the verv fime when future rela=
mac, Washington cmlmmmdcnl. of | tions between the two halves of the

: 13 1 ¢ English-speaking world are being de=
the New York Times, said in an in- b B ! gt Mo
k i s termined by debate over the lend=

terview here that “the Dominion of | jag5e bill.
Canada is in a position to play an He said isolationists in the
important part as an intermediary | United States were making a talking
between the United States and Great| point of that part of Canadian
Britain, but she is very strikingly not | policy by which the statement of
doing it." Britain’s dollar resources in America
Once Oftawa correspondent of the | did not include C 1 holdings.
Times and author of a book on in-| Most needed in Washinzlon was not
ternational affairs entitled Canada.| more Canadian represe ion but a
America's Problem, Mr. MacCormac | change in Canadian pol He said
sald Canada is not using her great| Ottawa had “muzzled” Canada's of=
influence in Washington on behalf of | ficial representatives “to the benefit
Great Britain. “Canada is preserv-| of the American isolationists rathee
ing a deep and impenetrable silence n the m!enentmnuta,
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Half I'ree"

We are now sescing

g the nlcture on a World
scele. The totalitarian states are creating a slavery
of the world;
they wln, they will leave only a little

part of the world which is free;
1f the dictators win, after the war the

forld willl really be half slave and half free.
Previously, the United States thought they

could exlst as a free entity. They now understand the

lssue, and especlally the moral issue clearly. Thils will

be the essence of the struggle from now on; and realliza-
tlon of this fact is the real contribution which the

United States will make.




PRIME MINISTER - House of Commons,
January 25, 1940:

"If we have to carry the grave
responsibilities of office in war, and at a
time of war such as the present, then we must
be fortified by the voice of this country ex-
pressed in no uncertain terms, If there is
any group of men more capable of carrying on
Canada's war effort and likely to do so more
effectively, then the people should have the

right to entrust them with that great obligation.

We propose to leave it to the people of Canada

to say whom they wish to carry on the Govern-

ment of Canada in this period of World War."




PRESS CLIPPINGS

Name of Publication

Date

Subject

Office of
The Prime Minister

War Cabinet For War Policy
Prime Minister Mackenzie King could well
decline, for practical reasons, to appoint
parliamentary under-secretaries to relieve
cabinet ministers from al,l.c“ndan(:o in the

House of Commons under present conditions,
The necessity of dealing with details of
administration is obviously tending to be-
come an intolerable burden on some of the
the key ministers, but members of parlia-
ment must have largely agreed with the |
prime minister’s statement last Thursday: ‘

. . . I do not believe the House would
be satisfied with answers from under-
secretaries with respect to questions in
connection with this measure. '

Parliamentary duties are making heavy
demands on some cabinet ministers whose
energies should be devoted entirely to the
direction of war policy. At the same time,
private members have duties to perform, |
including the closest possible scrutiny of 1
public expenditures. ‘

It would be no service to Canada in this |
war, nor to the cause of democracy, to re- |
press the private members. They are ‘
supposed to represent public opinion. Even [
when members ask troublesome questions, or
make inconsiderate statements, they are at |
least serving as the safety valves of a politi- |
cal democracy. It is becoming essential, |
however, that some cabinet ministers should |
be free to devote themselves entirely to the
direction of war policy: they should be re-
lleved of departmental administration re-
sponsibilities. In other words, within the
government there should be a war cabinet
to direct war policy. y

* L L]

Canada is once again confronted with the
desirability of profiting by the experience
of other countries., In the United States,
under the constitution, the president’s cab-
inet is made up of secretaries of state. They
are appointed to serve the nation without
the necessity of being elected as political |
representatives. Hence President Roosevelt '
could appoint Frank Knox, an outstanding
Republican newspaper publisher, to be the

navy’s administrative head in the cabinet. =
He could similarly appoint Henry L. Stim-
son. former secretary of state in a Republi-
can cabinet, to be United States minister
of war.

Canada's constitution is modelled more
after British parliamentary practice. In the
United Kingdom, however, Prime Minister
Churchill took steps almost immediately
after assuming office to appoint a war cab-
inet—without limitations of party politics,
Experience in the last war demonstrated the
necessity of this council of cabinet ministers
to be concerned entirely with the direction
of war policy. The need of similar action
in Canada is being made apparent from day
to day on Parliament Hill in Ottawa.

A Liberal member, John M. Turner of
Springfield, expressed the opinion of many
Canadian people last Thursday in the House
when he protested against distracting
politics with little or no bearing on the real
work of winning the war. The member said:

3 . Many have spoken who do not
know the first thing about tanks, aero-
planes, guns and -other implements of
war, and who know less about their
manufacture. Yet they talk and take
up the time of this committee when we
have a real war on our hands and a job
to do. This is not a school; it is a House
of Commons where we are expected to
impart knowledge to the House and
to the country so that all may benefit.
Many questions have been asked which
mean nothing to our war effort but
which have just delayed the progress of
this House at this critical time. In my
opinion, much of this has been done for
purely political advertising purposes at
the expense of the country.

On the same day the minister of muni-
tiong and supply, Mr. Howe, had to deal with
allegations made on the floor of the House
by a Conservative opposition member, Rod-
ney Adamson, with reference to the placing |
of certain contracts. It is plainly detri- |
mental to the Canadian war effort to have
ministers like Messrs. Ralston and Howe dis-
tracted by having to answer in the House for
a multiplicity of departmental responsibili-
ties such as the details of contracts and war |
expenditures. : '




PRESS CLIPPINGS pigh

The Prime Minister

Name of Publication
Date

Subject

|

The prime minister is doubtless on sound

ground in maintaining that members of
parliament would hardly he satisfied with
answers from parliamentary under-secre-
taries to questions asked on the floor of the
House., At the same time, it would surely
be a forward step in war leadership to free
some cabinet ministers from the distractions
of debate in the House as departmental
political heads. The British way adopted
by Lloyd George in the last war, and de-
veloped by Winston Churchill in this war for
life is to have a war cabinet of about five
ministers whose concern is entirely with the
direction of war policy.
One member suggested last Thursday
that Ralph Bell, director of aircraft pro- |
duction, should be given complete authority
over this work. Tt has similarly been
suggested that H. R. MacMilblan‘, chairman
i+ of the Wartime Requirements Board, should |

be promoted in effect to the rank of cabinet |
| minister, Whatever may be the opinion of
parliament, or the government, on the
possible advantages of promoting captains
of industry to cabinet rank, it is becoming
daily more apparent that the key ministers
on war policy should have no other parlia-
mentary duties to perform but to conecen-
trate on mobilizing the whole power of the
nation for the task.

A war cabinet of about five ministers is
as necessary in Canada as it is in the United
Kingdom. It must tend to become even
more urgent. An aroused Canadian public
would welcome a war cabinet concerned only
with the direction of the Canadian war |
effort, without the distractions of party |
| politics or departmental details, but pressing i
| forward to produce victory out of the years ‘

[
|

of sacrifice ahead.
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In This Age Of Criticism

Mayor William Morrison of Hamilton
was a speaker at the convention of the
Qntario Good Roads Association in Ham-
ilton. On an occasion of that sort a
speaker has considerable latitude, and
he can select any topic which seems to
be of prime and general interest. Mayor
Morrison had something to say about
the business of criticising the Dominion
Government, a habit which has become
rather general. From his reported re-
marks we quote:

“We must cast out suspicion and carping and
bitter criticism. The war is being waged on
the most gigantic scale ever imagined and
necessary preparations and organizations can-
not be made in days or weeks—only in months.
The man who destroys confidence in Canada
and its leaders today is playing the game Ger-
many has often played in other countries, of
undermining confidence in administrations.”

Mr. Morrison was revealing no secret
when he said he was speaking “as a
known Tory.” He is that and has been
consistently of the Conservative party.
For the moment we prefer to regard him
as having spoken as a Canadian citizen,
and a Canadian citizen today who can-
not place his political affiliation in sec-
ondary position ought to indulge in some
sincere and searching form of self-
examination.

Our belief is that there has been too
much criticism of the Government at
Ottawa; too much of it by people who
are not particularly well informed; too
much of it by those who “have heard”
something or other and who are willing
and anxious to accept what they have
heard as positive and certified fact.

*

* *

In a time of war the Cabinet cannot
reveal all it knows. They are sworn to
secrecy as all cabinets are. Men who go
to Ottawa as experts to take over im-
portant work and who receive pay of one
dollar per year, are not free talkers.
They too are sworn to secrecy. Our be-
lief is that it would be advisable to have
the political leaders of all parties kept
fully informed. We believe they are to
be trusted, and the fact that they were
informed would have a restraining in-
fluence on many of their utterances.

There are newspapers which are fond
of being critics. They delight in taking
things to pieces more than they do in
putting them together again and in a
better way. They always seek to create
the impression that something is wrong,
and therefore our war effort is being
held up, choked, slowed down and made
of little effect and small consequence.

We are moved to wonder where these
papers which profess to know so much
are getting the information they profess
to possess. We are certain Cabinet min-
isters are not taking them to one side
and telling them quietly that things are
not as they should be, and we are equally
certain that business men and indus-
trialists who have accepted responsible
posts In war effort are not going around
whispering behind the hand intimating
that this, that and something else is all
wrong.

- * *

This paper is not opposed to criticism
if it is intelligently based. We regard it
as the right of free people, but we can-
not deny the feeling that we are having
a surfeit of it in Canada today which
does not have basis in factual certainty.

Nor do we anticipate we shall secure
perfection in our war effort any more
than we secure perfection in government
or anything else. Prime Minister
Churchill has spoken of that several
times. He has made it clear that be-
fore the day of final victory there will
be blunders made as there have been

in the past.

The Prime Minister
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The real point seems to come in here:
If people persist in the custom of criti-
cism they are planting the seeds of sus-
picion; they are influencing others to
think as they are writing or speaking,
they are building up the idea that things
are not going as they should be, and
they are actually doing what they can to
shake public confidence in the Govern-
ment and also in the war effort. And
that we are certain is performing a fair
enough service for the enemy.

Nor can be ignore the fact that our
Government is the one and only agency
through which we as a people can move
and act collectively. Even if there are
features about it which one does not like
he cannot change the Government. The
people voted it into office and there it
will remain until the people vote it out.
Going through times such as we are en- |
countering at present we have no other

agency of expression or action through
which we can act or through which we
can direct our efforts. The reasonable,
conclusion is that we should seek to
strengthen the hands of Government. If
we turn the other way and show a de-
light in constantly seeking to pull it to
pieces then we are doing something
which would bring comfort to enemies
who would delight to see the people lose
confidence entirely in constituted
authority.

- P
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“War Work, Not Ward Work”

The Kingston and Portsmouth Conserv-
ative Association at its annual meeting
has produced a motto, in “War Work, Not
Ward Work,” which deserves attention
| throughout the Dominion. It represents
| an attitude which we believe is simultan-
| eously good patriotism and good politics.
It is a sign of a spirit which, if expressed
frequently enough on a nation-wide scale
| might give the swiftest and surest hope
| of a complete regeneration of the National
Conservative party, a regeneration greatly
to be desired by Canadians generally who
believe in the strong and efficient func-
tioning of our party system of govern-
ment.

Briefly, the situation before the Kings-
ton and Portsmouth Conservative Asso-
ciation was that there was no election
in sight and nothing in particular to be
gained by threshing over old party straw.
At the same time, in the words of W. M.
Nickle, K.C.,, who introduced the phrase
to the meefing, there was a job to be done

1

by every Canadian who has time to devote
to any organization. “Qur gbject should
be: Win the war; nothing else matters,”
said Mr. Nickle  *The principle _and
policv.af dba.Conseryative partv shquid
be; War work, ves; ward work, no.”
The association, practically without dis-
cussion, re-elected its officers for another
year. It is in a position to act if by any
chance the need for political action arises,
but otherwise the members can devote
their full time and attention and organ-
izing ability to wartime service. It would
not be surprising if, as a result of this
policy, the association finds that it has

made many new friends and increased the
Ionthusiasm of its old friends and mem-
| bers by the time it becomes necessary to
| participate in a political campaign.

‘ ——————————————————————

i

1
|
{
|
|
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Notes for Reply to Hon. R. B. Hanson, M.P.

Transcript of Prime Minister's remarks re:

(1) Attitude of those who are attempting to be helpful

but who are prejudicing the public mind.

(See Ottawa Citizen editorial - February 21,
reference to "utter futility").

The Press and Radio give the sensational part of the

"taking the heart out of people, who are

trying honestly to get things done",

Put it to these people:

either take over with better men,

or keep qulet, and let the Government go ahead.

Revlived reference to "National Government",
"Victory Government",
"Non-partisan Government".
(There would have been a different state of preparedness

in U.K. if there had NOT been a "national gp vernment",)

Consider force on one side

consent and conclliation on the other

to combine them 1is to make only a lukewarm solution.




Mr. King's own view =

Mr. Hanson's view is a dictatort's.view

(Mr. King does not control the party

people - party - minlstry).

"Concentrate on essentials and give the Government

a chance",

Present majority back of Government represents hundreds

of thousands of Conservative votes.

Refusal to co-operate (Opposition tactic) is showing

a party spirit in a nasty way.

Mr. King has been careful to see that the Cabinet is
not a one-man Cabinet.

(Example from Ottawa Journal, February 20).

Take care to do nothing to discredit confidence in

Parllament, especially at a time of war.

(See H. C. Green, M.P., February 20, in H, of C.)
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‘EACH ONE OF MY MEMBERS

STANDS, BY ME LIKE ARM

Has Never Lost a Man, Says
Premier King—Unity

Features Career

PERFECT I—IARMONY

The text of Premier KXing's
address at last night's Liberal rally
in Massey Hall follows:

In the course of my public life
it has been my privilege to be pre-
sent at and to address a very large
number of political meetings, but
I doubt if in the course of my whole
experience there has been a single
occasion which will remain in my
memory to the extent to which the
gathering this evening is certain to
remain. What I am saying of myself
I think probably is equally true
of every one who is present in this
hall tonight, This meeting this eve-
ning is one of the historic political
meetings in our country., It will
be remembered by all of you who
are here as long as you live, and
I am sure that many of you will
tell your children, and they will
tell their children of what you have
witnessed here this evening.

To me personally I cannot but
feel that while public life has many
hard places it has also its great
rewards. I am one who believes
very strongly in the doctrine of
compensation, and as has been told
you here this evening already, when
hlows come thick and fast, you can
be pretty sure they come from an
enemy, and that there is a reason
for it; that he feels there is some
strength in the adversary or the
blows would be going in some other
direction,

Oldest, Closest Friends

But this evening, ladies and
gentlemen, if you will allow me
to say just a personal word in ad-
vance of speakimg on political issues,
I have reason for a wvery special
pride, and it is this, that without
any prior arrangement, as far'as
I am aware, but by the mere co-
incidence of events, there happens

to be on this platform with me to-

night a group of gentlemen who are

umuug the nldcat and c!oseé’t fﬂénds.
p(rsoml and political, that 1 have
had in the whole of my life.

In the person of the presiding
officer this evening, Senator Hardy,
I have one who entered unjversity
with me, as he has told you this

even '\;.: in 1890, fifty years ago.
We went as young men, as under-
graduates to the classes at the uni-
versity, and from that iime to this
we have been intimately associated
with dach other in the different re-
lationships with which we have
been brought into association. To
have him here at my side after these
50 years, speaking to you in confi-
dence of the close friendship which
ve have enjoved, and some of the
remarks that have taken place, so
in speak, behind the scenes, is a
iribute that I cannot be too grate-
ful for.

You listened to the
province,
Mulock.

have just
crand old man of this
the Rt. Hon. Sir William
I think I can say that no man or |
woman who is present here this |
evening can other than rejoice ﬂmtl

has been a great privilege to
a political platform in our |
country a gentleman who has had‘
as great a career as any man in®the |
public life of Canada, and who |
appears hefore you to speak to you
and to address you at the great age
of 86 years

Sir William Opened Door
My association with Sir William
has been even more intimate than
with Senator Hardy, and I doubt
and [ think I am right perhaps,
Sir Willham—if two men in Canada
have ever had a closer combined
personal and political friendship
than you and I have enjoyed for
half a century.
I do not forget, and T think of
it particularly this evening, that it
was Sir William Mulock who sent
a cable to me when I was travel-
| ling in Europe informing me that

the government of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier had decided to' establish
a department of labor, "and that
he was to take charge of that de-!
partment, and the organization of|
it, and inviting me to come tn‘
Canada to undertake the work of
his deputy in the organization of the
new department about to be estab-
lished.

see on

L

through Sir William
that in this way the door
for me to come into the
life of the country, to come
into it first through the public
service of the country. I wish to-
night to say something that perhaps
is very unusual, and that is at the
end of 40 years to thank Sir Wil-
liam anew in the presence of my
fellow citizens for the privilegs
which he gave me on that occasion,
Then, I have beside me tonight
on this platform one who has been
exceedingly close to me in all this
political life in which I have ac-
tively participated. There has been
no one in this country who was
ever a more loyal, truer, more faith-
ful associate than my friend, Ernest
Lapointe,
Oldest Member of House

1t makes me particularly happy
and proud, ladies and gentlemen,
to think that Mr, Lapointe, who is
very busy at this time, and speak-
ing in all parts of the country,
should hsve dound it possible to
come here this evening'and to speak
in this city at the meeting at which
[ also have the privilege of being
present. He has beren good enough
many things about me, and
like to say many things
but all 1 can say is that

ope nul
political

o gay
I would
abont him,

if half of what he has told you is
true in regard to myself I could
| repeat it 100 per cent. in regard to
him,

We have worked in the closest
association with respect to all ques-
tions that have come up. He has
been in parliament for 36 years,
and there is another thing for you
| to remember, that you have the
honor this evening not only of look-
ing upon the oldest privy councillor
i‘in the Dominion of Canada sitting
| on this platform, but also the oldest
| member of the house of commons
| of Canada.

i Now, do these associations not
| mean something? These men are not
| at my side because I have ever
| betrayed the Liberal party or be-
| trayed any principle of the party,
They are at my side tonight because
| during the time I have been the
| leader of this party I have been
| faithful to the party and faithful
to its principles,

There is also here this evening a
gentleman who has been a very
close frignd and associate of mine.
We werk associated together first

i in the work of the prime minister's

office. We have since been associat-
|| ed together in the cabinet. I imagine
|| that association we had in the office
of the prime minister, where Mr,
Rogers saw everything from the in-
side. was about as intimate an asso-
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cord already
tinue to carry

before you, to con-
on at this time, or

|
t
I

| | of which I

|
|
|
|

ciation as one man could come to

have with another,
Another Evidence of Trust

The fact that he was prepared
himself to come into public life and
take on the turmoil and the strife of
public life, and to accept the great;
responsibility which he today has:
accepted in the present government,
that in itself again is another e‘“".
dence *of confidence and friendship |
cannot be too proud. |
Mr. Lapointe has told you tonight |

{ ' of something else, and that is this:

T have worked with my colleagues
steadily over the years that I hgve
been in office, and I do mnot think
in all that time, 12 or 13 years al-
together that I have been in the
office of prime minister, that during
the time that these gentlemen were
associated with me in the cabinet
that 1 had a single personal differ-
ence with any colleague. We have
had differences about our views as
to how far we should go in one dir-
ection or another or as to whether
this course was advisable or not,
but there has never been a personal
difference, nor has there been a loss
of friendship of any kind at any
time in which we were in the cab-
inet together.
‘ I come now to this present cab-
inet. As to the present cabinet, as
vou have been told, there is not a
|single member of it has left my
lside in this campaign. Not a single
|member has left my side since the|
cabinet was formed nearly five|
yvears ago except Mr. Rinfret who |
| was taken from us altogether, and
two of my colleagues, Mr. Dunning
| and Senator Elliott, who were oblig-
‘vd on account of failure of health |
{for the time being to give up the |
offices they held.
Every One Loyal and True

These things are significant at the
| time when we are speaking of unity,
and speaking of the direction of|
affairs, in which it is essential to |
|have men working and co-operat-|

ing together, |

That goes very far, but may I say
one thing further, There are, on this|
platform tonight, a great body of |
gentlemen who are presenting|
themselves as Liberal candidates, |
and amongst them, some who were
members of the last parliament. In|
the last parliament, there came back |
into power, a government with the
largest following of any political
party in the history of our Domin-
ion—the largest following. And,
ladies and gentlemen, may I siress
this point, that in the five sessions
we have held in the last four years,
running into the {fifth year, not-
withstanding that our following was
the largest in the history of Canada.

‘7\\‘r l‘y(‘i'(“l' lost one man ﬁ"'\n‘ our
| side during the whole five years
jt/\]\plall,ﬂ"l. Not one. Every one of|
them remained loyal and true to
4”191: leader.

And may T point another
thing; there is not one single man,
amongst that large number, who is

out

1 opposing me in this general election
| —not one, from the Atlantic to the
| Pacific, (Applause),
| Most of them have been re-nom-
|inated as Liberal candidates in the
ivarious constituencies throughout
Canada. There they stand; a great
army. We have been as one, from
the very beginning to this hour.
Now, I ask you, is there not some-
|thing to this association that is of
{value to this country at this -time|
'of its greatest need?
| “Why We Ask Support”

I put that question before the
]people of Canada tonight. Is there
not something, after all, in the in-
timacy of that association, in that
complete unity of men from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, with regard
| to men who have been in such close |
| association with each other, which
|is of the greatest possible value to;
| this nation at this critical time in
the history of the world? (Ap-|
| plause). [

It is for that reason that we are
{asking the people to give us their
'support, to enable us to go on_with|

the arduous and heavy task which
has come to us.

The war was none of our making,
but when it came its obligations fell
heaviest of all upon our shoulders.
We had to make the decision for
this country. We accepted it in full
measure, and I think we have dis-
charged our obligations in full meas.
ure also. We are now before the
people to ask them whether or not
they feel that we are to be trusted
to carry on the war effort of Can-

ada, in the light of what we have
done in the matter of bringing this
country into the war as one, and in
putting forth the vigorous war
effort on behalf of this war which
we have since we came into office. |

Now, the question is a very simple
one, as to what the public has fo
decide. Sir William Mulock has put
it to you out of his great wealth
of experience as a public man and
a jurist.

The Question To Decide

It is a question of what is best for
Canada in the carrying on of its war
efforts, to have an administration,
every man of whom you all know,
every man of whom has been in
public office for 'a long time, to
have an ndminislra}tion with a re-

“to sweep out
put in an

that government and
administration, about
which you do not know the first
thing—in fact, about which you
know nothing whatever, That is the
question,

Ladies and gentlemen, there ha:
never been such an extraurdmal‘_\)w
situation in the history 'of our
country as presenis itself at this
time, You are being asked to vole |
for a national government in Can- |

ada. Was there ever a greater mis- |
nomer? Can you tell me anywhere |
else in any country in the \\'nr!d‘|
where men and women have been |
asked to vote for national govern-|
ment candidates, where the govern- |
ment itself was not in existence? |
(Laughter, applause), |

Candidates who are supporting |
the Liberal party today are asking |
| the people to support a government |
which i1s known, whose policies are
known, whose principles are known,
whose record is known.

You are being asked by Dr.
Manion to support a government—
he calls it a “National Government”
—which is a government which is
non-existent, that does not exist,
that is not even a shadow govern-
ment, because it has never existed
enough to throw a shadow (laugh-
ter) across Canada.

Purely a Phantom

It is purely a phantom govern-
ment. As Sir William (Mulock) says,
it is a government which exists in
the mind—an imaginary govern-
ment, (applause). That is what you
are being asked to vote for—in time
of war. In the worst situation which
this world has ever been faced with,
you are being asked to put out a
government that has shown its cap-

abilities and ability to direet the
country’'s affairs in time of war, and
put in its place this imaginary ad-
| ministration.

I submit that if this situation were
not so critical, that it would be ab-
solutely funny; it is perfectly ludi-
crous, because, as I say, there has
never been in the history of this
world a situation where the people
were asked io vote for a govern-
ment which does not exist. They
have been asked to vote for a party
which is prepared to do this or that,
under a certain set of circumstances,
but that is a very different thing,
That is not what s going on today.
You are being asked to vote for a
government which exists only in
the imagination of its candidates.

Dr. Manion, speaking in Kingston
last night, said an extraordinary
thing. He said he was trying to
follow the examples of Sir John A.
Macdonald, and Sir Robert Borden;
that they had formed a coalition or
a National Government, and he was
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| Those from Ontario were largely

doing the same thing, in a time of
great emergency.
Does He Know History

He went further, and he said he
was doing this, because he wanted
to put country before party. I want
you to keep these thoughts in mind.
Dr. Manion said he has found it
essary 1o create this National Gov-
ernmeni, so-called—an imaginary.|
government — in order to put
country before party. In other
words, wherever there has been a
political party before, which has
sought to administer the affairs of
the country, its object was not to
serve the country, but {o serve the
party.

Let us take Sir John Macdonald's
record on that., L.et us take it since
confederation, Was Sir John A.
Macdonald ever the head of or fak-
Ing part in a coalition government
since confederation? 1 wonder if
Dr. Manion knows his history. Sir
John A, Macdonald was never a
member of any coalifion government |
since confederation. What happened
sometime prior {o confederation
was this: these two old provinces of
Ontario and Quebec joined together |
from 1840 on, in one government, |
known as the “Union Government”,
which sat one year at Kingston and
another year at Montreal.

It had a large following from On-
tario, and a large following from
Quebec-members in the House.

nec-

English-speaking and Protestant;
those from Quebec were largely
1Ilf‘rench-speaking and Roman Catho-
c.
It was found, in the course of the
proceedings in that parliament, that
the parties were so evenly balanced
one way or another, and were so
much opposed fo each other, that |
it was found almost impossible to
carry on the government at all.
How Confederation Came {
In those circumstances, an effort |
was made through the then Gov-
ernor Monk, and others associated
with him, to try to get the mem-
bers of these two provinces to join
together to make government itself
possible, not to put it through on
any certain principles, and George
Brown, of this city, said he was
prepared to give up any feelings he
had against Sir John A. Macdonald,
and to join with him in helping to
carry on government,

Whnen tne government was form-
ed, there were discussions on dif-
ferent questions. There was held a
conference in the Maritime prov-

|inces of men who wanted to unite
| the maritime provinces as one, and

they thought it was better to unite

|all the provinces into a Dominion,

and another conferencé Was held in
Quebec for the purpese of drafting

| legislation, out of which came the

British North America Act, and con-
federation, These men joined to
gether to make government pos-
sible, and to help pave the way for

bringing into being the confedera-
tion of all the provinces.

But, notice this. They were
imaginary men; they were not
known men; they were not men
who had no following; they were
not men who were designated “N.
G's.”; they were Conservalives and
Liberals; they were outstanding
men in parliament, who were
known, and who joined together to
help 1o do the particular work af
that particular fime,

We have no such situation today
in Canada, and, frankly, one of the
reasons we have not, is because we
have our friend, Mr. Lapointe, sit-
ting on this platform tonight (ap-
plause).

not
un=-

{

Emphasis on Unity |
You have your associates from
this province, joining with his asso-
ciates from the province of Quebec,
not with a view of putting emphasis
on the differences which lie be-
tween them, but to put emphasis on
the unity we have, as Canadians,
|working together in common (ap-
| plause).

We do not need to form any
“N.G.” government in order to
bring about unity in Canada. We
have it now, and what we are try-
ing to do is to preserve it, and save
it from being destroyed in some
other way.

Now, coming down to his next
example. Sir John A, Macdonald
was head of the Conservative party
in Canada from confederation—{rom
1867—with the exception of an in-
termission, during the time of|
Alexander MacKenzie—until the
early 90's. What was he leading?
He was leading the Conservative
party.

donald) represented) Y your-
selves how it applies to "Sir. John.

[
Now read Dr. Manion's sgerds at
Kingston, the seat"gkgo%(Mac-

He was leading a party, and it is
Dr. Manion’s logic that if you lead
a party, therefore, you are again

your country. What does Dr. Manion
say he has done with the country,
I would not have believed this, if

l
|
1

W

I had not read it
eyes, Here is the statemeént from
{the Monetary Times, and I think
the same will be found in McLean's
Magazine.

Here is
land wunderneath it

1“I submerged the

with my own

a picture of Dr. Manion, |
{hese words:
Conservative
party in the interest of Canada's
future"—*1 submerged the party in
interest of Canada’s future.”

“I'd Rescue The Parly”

Just imagir (laughter): Tmagine
a political leader, chosen by a large
following, who designated them-
selves “Conservatives”, saying that
in order to serve his country he had
to submerge the party. (laughter).

I do not know far Con-
|servatives are going to follow him
in this campaign, but I can tell you
if T belonged to any party and my
leader thought it well to submerge
it I would not be on his platform
supporting him, T would be out try-
ing fo rescue his party.

Take Sir Robert Borden. He says
Sir Robert Borden formed a union
government, and therefore this
ought to he done here. Well, T say
notHing about the record of the gov-
ernment, but T would point nut that
it was not formed until after three
yvears of war, and it was formed as
any coalition is formed, or any
union government is formed, for a

sp ('LflL' purpose,

('ho government of Sir Robert
i | Borden was formed to put through
i 'the policy of conscription, and it
tlwag formed out ®N on both

sides of Parliament for that reason,

men who differed in their political
views but who felt conscientiously
that conscription was the thing that
i was necessary at this time. What

I want to point out is this: Sir

Robert Borden led his party in those

years.

Was he only for the party and not
for the state when he was leading
-

his government at that time? Was
Mr. Bennett, the late Conservative
leader, only for the party and nof
for the country when he was lead-
ing his government? Was the Rt
Hon. Arthur Meighen leading his
party only for the sake of the party
and not for the sake of the country":

It is a condemnation of every
man who has ever been the head of
of a political party when one says
ﬂlat_ the party has to be submerg-
ed in order that the country’s in-
terest may be served., Parties are
necessary., They are a necessary in-
strument for carrying on govern-
ment under a democracy, There is
no other way of doing it.

If you try any other way, as Mr.

| | the

the

3
how
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Lapointe has said tonight, you get
into the position where you have a
totalitarian state, and vou have one
party only, and anyone who differs
with the party is put out of business
altogether. It is that kind of thing
we want to get away from in this
country, or rather we do not want
it fo come near us if we can Pos-
sibly keep it away. What I want to
emphasize this evening is this, be-
cause I feel that the national gov-
ernment question is an important
one in this campaign, that it has a
subtle appeal to a number of people
who seem 1o think that we all ought
fo be for the state, and that if we
support a particular party there-
fore we are not supporting the state,
That is the doctrine that Dr, Manion
has put out, Nothing could be fur-
ther from the fruth than that, be
cause parifies are necessary, as I say,
in order itn make possible the carry-
on of government in a dem-

ng

ocracy.

Not In True Sense

Bul what is necessary with a na-
tional government in the sense in
which Dr. Manion has used it? He
is not using the word in the true
sense at all, National government
in the true sense is, as Mr. La-
pointe has described it, a govern-
ment that represents all parts of
the country and represents it in a
very certain and definite way, and
is carrying on the national business
of the country. That is a national
government, and that is what this
present government is. It is a na-
tional government in the true sense
of the word.

It isn’t a government composed of
men of conflicting ideas. It is a gov-
ernment composed of men who have
views in common with relation to
the management of affairs in our
country, but what I want to stress,
if I may, is this, that any govern-
ment that appeals to the people, or
any party that appeals to the pe_ople,
ought to make known its pohcleg,
ought to have backing for its poli-
cies on the part of those who have

to do with the making of the poli-
jcms of a political party.

Now, I am going to try to put
the case to you In a manner in
which I think you will be able to
carry it away quite easily in your
minds, and I ask you to consider
how Dr. Manion came into the

. |leadership of his own party, and

what a party stands for in that way.

“I Submerge It All”

The Conservative party in 1933
|had a convention. They thought it
|desirable to select a leader, a new
leader. That convention was rep-
| resenfative of all parts of Canada.
| Conservatives came from every
| part, They came from the different
| constituencies. They knew what
their following in those constituen-
cies wanted. They drew up a series
yof resolutions at the convention.

— S— 7 2

Those resolutions were broykht be«
fore the convention,

After a good deal of discussion
some of them were dropped and
others were accepted, and they be-
came the platform and policy of the
Conservative party from then on,
and Dr. Manion was chosen as the
leader of that party to put its prin-
ciples and policies into force when=
ever the opportunity might be given
him for that purpose. Now, what
has he done? He has said “so far as
that is concerned I am going to
submerge all that. I am going to
begin and build ap the party my-
self.” So he starts to work without
any convention, without any group
of men belonging fo the party he
has now created giving him authe
ority so to do, and he makes him-
self the leader of that party, and he
lays down its policy, not a soul
back of him anywhere, and then he
gets candidates and appeals to the
(country on that basis.

Now, I notice Dr. Manion said
last night at Kingston: “But I dicd
have the backing of the mepbers
of parliament; we all met in caucus,
and we all agreed we should go to
the country as a national governw
ment,”

It's Absolutely Untrue

I say that is absolutely untrue,
and I will tell you why it is un-
frue in a way that I think even
Dr, Manion himself will have to
accept.

He said, “We all met in caucus
and decided we would become thes
national government party.”

There was no parliament when
their caucus met; not one of them
| was a member of parliament, not
‘one. A group of ex-M.P.'s, a group
|of men who had been members of
| parliament, but a parliament that
had gone out of existence, whaty
right had they to say what tha
people of the different constituen<
cies they represented wanted?

It shows you, ladies and gentle=
men, how far we are drifting fromy
a real understanding of democratic,
principles. Men have forgotten tha !
the real source and authority 651
that power in g()‘vernment is th

Office of
The Prime Minister

= | people in the country, that you arei

the government. Then the constitua
{tion of our country says the peopl®

—— e -

have the right to name who their
representatives shall be.

The constitution has also taken
good care to provide that these rep-
resentatives shall not get everything
in their own way for all time, but
once at least in every five years
the people will have a chance to
choose a new set of representatives
and say anew who their represeent-
atives in parliament will be. Soy
following up the constitutional prac-
tice, after we had five years of

parliament, T advised the governorw

general to dissolve this present par+

liament and give the people &

chance fo elect their own repre=

senlatives for a war parliament.
“Did Party Consent?”

What I want to draw attention
to is this, that the caucus that Dr.
Manion talks about was a caucus
that was held after parliament had
ceased to exist, and of men who
were not members of parliameng
at all. But supposing they were, had
any of them had a chance to cons
sult their constituents? Had any

|of them got any consent on the partt

of the Conservative party in the

|different constituencies of Canada

to change its name from Conserva=
live into National Government oz
“N.G.” government?

Dr. Manion went a step further,
He said: “It has also been approved
by the leaders in the different prov-
inces,” What leaders? Who wers,
they? Let Dr. Manion give us their
names so lhe people will under=
stand who it is that is takingithe

authority of speaking in the name|
of ‘the Conservative party in the
different provinces without even
consulting the people of those prov-
inces. Where have the leaders of
these different provinces had a
chance to confer with the electorate |
in the provinces in relation 'to the
program that Dr. Manion has put
forward or in relation to the title
he has given to the party which he
is leading? No, ladies and gentle-
men, the more you look into this
thing the more you find that not
only in this present campaign are
the great questions that lie in rela-
tion to peace and war at stake but
also the very fundamentals of
democratic government in our
country. Do not let that be trifled
with at a time when we are trying
to do the best we can to preserve
{reedom in other parts.
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T e ) Then came the election, and what
| Parallel to Btevens el h, AN 4
| happened? I ask you to keep this
It you want an exact paralle] for in mind when thinking of the next
what Dr. Manion has done, I will government. He had all his candi-
give it to you, and I do not think dates in the field. All had their
t be refuted. licies. A1 had been talking, but
1rlgi?]Maemon has done exactly what r‘rh:]]l the election was over, there
Harry Stevens, who “'zsdhl‘;l ]Clr"; was only one person va'nrddﬁ'Fnl
e P tive.  YOATR, L1U.c M85 consiruetion pariy, and tha
2(1)(\"\53:15{?;1'% of all forsook his nlwn the Recon : Paily,
arty. which is what Dr. Manion has il
;;:it(\ s i|l'r left the Conservative one was Harry Stevens himself,)
];aﬂ\' although he is still a (:'m- (Laughter, app!au:;e).
servative, He was back on the Con- 1t All Disappears
servative seals :\Hor\\-;n‘d:{ dhlllt l;r‘ Now, there is a great moral mj
left the party, and what did he do that. Dr. Manion is making all kinds
io form gnothier DALY m.‘.d(.xl.. .a”(_l of promises of what he will do, and
dhi '.\'odrH”:n 1\\\:;1‘1{: ('\'l what this National (zovcrnlr;w;t wnl;
gave it _a name, an e name was A PR A IS
:he: Reeconstruction )NII'IA\", ‘."hi('hl \\:?{S :z;‘nnbu\i'h‘;lt]hezr %e ik returned,pand
going fo be so appealing. EVEry=| o ther his following is returned,
2« looking for reconstruction and how many o_f them.ﬂmre.l;v:)”
B T nd st wadld e a be, and what their policies will be
af thay iime, ant .r,:," s GATALIN. when they all get together.
catch-word 8l peig s v Supposing something happens to
Having gven (8 PLEs v to. toy Dr. Manion's government like hap-
the next uang ne WL S ¢ aid pened to Mr. Stevens’ Reconstruc-
LR S tion party, and only Dr. Manion
SIOYENS SO0 pacr elpping fom  Somes.back again, How wil those
:‘nlﬂ.rrr‘nt platforms here and there, };Iatlponal Government if it all dis-
th. things he thought would appeal piovipib it g
to the different people In o pBuf. there is something even more
rts of Canada, and he drafted © ious than that. At that time Mr
“1“]1 in_the form of a platform and s;rwus v lucky in getting back,
3 t the Reconstruction evens was ¢ \ ,
published it as but a good many of his followers
platform. hat was the third step? were very unlucky. This 1hmgsmay
Then W 1a e aleviis was sl turn a little bit the other way. f}fle
eader. e : s
- getHa had worked out the plat- of the “N.G's.” may Egt“:n. be-t
alone, e : o, the next may be elected here and there, bu
form, and having done st. do: was who can guarantee that Dr. Manion
thing he though! Wwiss od so he |himself will be elected, and if Dr.
to- become the leader, &n e Manion is not elected, who will take
became the leader of £ J up the platform of the I\mmnal
struction party. Government party and see that it is
Getting the Candidates | put into force?

Now, stop and think of that, ladies
Having become the leader, ﬁnd and gomlo’r)m-n, with regard to the
having his platform, the next tm;'g | present situation with which we are
was to get candidates, and so ne faced. On the 27th of March—the
went here and there and got i‘.m' day after the election—this country
didates nominated as Reconstruction will be anxiously looking 1o see|
candidates. When the election e | how this war effort will be carried
on, the candidates were put into the "o 4%y o vou it Dr. Manion is |
field in different parts of the CO\;D; defeated in Fort William—and he|
iry. The new leader went out, tl': may well be—who will carry on the |
upon looking at h]t; }l?il:t(fg:nn;aignc National Government of Canada? |
g.eorcfsot‘ll(;.lc\lve&te?él ‘t'vlere not enough Even Toronio To Be Amazed
promises in it. There were some Dr, Manion's reply to ml','_of
things he had forgotten in this course, will be, “Oh, well, Mr, King
locality, and others he had forgot- | may meet with the same fate; he|
te1. in that locality, so he began to: may be defeated.” I admit it is
supplement the platform by all| possible, but I do nol think it is
kinds of promises. . \ probable, ladies and gcntlvn}ou, 1)
In rtdshd pragmised"monetary |  ihink that even Toronto will be
refo In ¢ tehewar’ he ‘made |amazed when they see the majority
pro s in reghrd to the price of by which the present leader of the
wheat. Dowp here, he had a word government will be returned from
for the manul?ﬁur?f;t %ndp]‘:t;;z‘: | Prince Albert (applause).,
he thou mig! e :
3 inlxebec he gha\d a nice word for|
oxr French friends, looking after
the rights of minox_‘ities.

tn give 1t A :
'vr:rn»' do? He started in with

But, supposing I am defeated? 1
have at my side 15 men, who have
been there throughout parliament— |
this last parliament. Every one of|
them I1s a man tried in the affairs
of governmgnt, There is not one
who is not capable of being the
leader of a political party, and
carrying on the business of gov-|
ernment (prolonged applause), ‘

The work of government, the war
effort of the government of Canada

would go on the next morning, just
the same as it was going on the day
before. These gentlemen would see
to it that the government's affairs
would be duly managed. Those af-
fairs would be in safe hands. (Ap-
plause),

There is the difference, ladies and
gentlemen. There is a situation

[ which I think the people of Canada
should and will have to consider
| very carefully between now and
| the time for voting.
| Now, I want to come to just one
| other matter, and carry on a little
further this quéstion of “Party and
the Country”, because it is on that
[score that Dr. Manion is appealing.
;He says he is putting country before
| party; he says, also, that “Mr, King
|is putting party before country.”
He says “All Mr. King cares about
is party.”

“Did We Put Party First?”

I want to ask my fellow country-
{men now if during the years imme-
| diately preceding this outbreak of
| war, when those of us who were in
|the administration saw the danger
|there in Europe, and felt that a sit-
uation might arise in the next year
or two which might be very critical,
and we tiried to get parliament to
realize how critical it was, and we
tried to get provision made for the
defence of our own country to begin
with—I' ask you, ladies and gentle-
men, were we putting party before
country, when we went into the
House of Commons, and asked our
own following to.increase the es-
timates for defence, and make a
larger outlay for the naval service,
make a larger outlay for the militia,
and make a larger outlay for the
air force, when we knew in taking
that stand, we were running counter |
|to the feeling of a very large num- |
| ber of men in our own party? |
| Ir our own party in the House |
of Commons we could not keep all
our own members supporting us on
|these defence expenditures, and 1
ask you when we asked for these
additional expenditures, as a poli-
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[ 'al party to its followers, and did

| ir utmost to get them through, and |

icceeded in getting them through,
lrere  we putting party before|
jountry at that time?

What help did we get from Dr.|
Manion, in supporting us when we |

1eeded help to get these extra out-|
lays? He has said we all knew there |
was going to be a war, and why was
not this government ready? |

Manion Did Nothing |
| If he knew there was going to be|
|la war, why did not he and snme(
of his men get up in the House of
Commons and support us? (ap-
plause). We were being opposed by
some of the other groups in the!
House, the C.C.F., and others, to
make it difficult for us in parlia-
ment and in the constituencies.
When we needed help, Dr. Manion
sat perfectly quiet and did nothing.

I ask you, was the Conservative
party, when in office, in cutting
down the air force, as it did, after
the present government had gone
out of office, and they were cutting
down and cutting down and cut-
ting down—was that putting country
before party, when they considered
the trend which they thought
would be the popular thing to do
at that particular time?

We opposed that. Let me tell you,
ladies and gentlemen, that no one
was more strongly opposed to the|
cutting down of the air force than |
Colonel Ralston (applause). 1 spoke!
with him on that, and, in fact, our |
| whole party did. We objected stren- |
fuously to its being cut down., We|
|said it was a thing that should be
i built up, but it was being cut down.

We did not get very much help, |
upon again coming into power, in
frying to build it up again, |
Standing By Britain |

Now, to go a liftle further. When
war broke out in Europe, and when
before even Britain had declared
war, I stated to the people of this
country that if war was declared
by Britain and France against Ger-
many, for having invaded Poland, as
she did, that Canada would be at
the side of Britain (applause),

Was that putting our partly before
our country?

Our government announced, be-
fore even Britain had declared she
was going into the war, that if she
found it necessary to go into war,
we would be prepared and recom-
mend to parliament that we would
stand beside her, because we knew
what the cause was and what the
situation was, the attitude of Ger-
many in her aggressive violence
against these smaller states.

LLet us go a step further. When
parliament met, and, as a govern-
ment, we appeared before parlia-
ment and stated our policies there,
that putting party ahead of
country? 1 say we were putting
couniry ahead of pariy. (applause),

Let me again go a slep further,
When after putting our policies into
force——and we did our best to get
them into force—and the govern-
ment was attacked for what it was
doing, attacked in the province of
Quebec, my friends, Mr. Lapointe,
Mr, Cardin and, Mr. Power, and

was

other members of the administra-
tion, went out and fought the gov-
ernment of Quebec on that very
issue, and defeated them—were we
putting party before country? (ap~
plause). !
Manion Wanted Election

Now, let me go back for a mom-
ent. You all will recall July and
August of last year. You remember |
the effort that was made to have|
me bring on a general election at|
that time. Dr. Manion has told you |
today that we all knew there was a |
war coming, and we ought to have|
been prepared, yet he was the man|
who was urging that a general elec-
tion should be brought on at that|
time. It was Dr. Manion who urged |
that.

Look at the files of the daily
papers and you will see in July |
and August Dr. Manion said, “Mr. |
King should be having a general |
election, He has no busginess to be‘
hanging on to office.”

Was I putfing party ahead nf!
,country, when I said there will bel

no general election until 1 see if
theri is going to be a war, a_nd then
we will make our decision and
make known our position?

What a nice position this count;ry_‘
would have been in, had I permit- |
ted an election to be brought on in
the month of August, and the war
breaking out early in September; if
we had gone through a general
election for two months, September
and October, with a war proceeding

government or parliament, would
we .not have been in a great posl-
tion? I had the interest _ot the
country at heart—not the interest
of the party.

Best For the Country

same

not. In Britain itself, they did not
realize. until recently, that the

danger would be as great as it is,
But everything that has been done,
or that has not been done, has been
in the light of what is best for the
country and not for the party (ap-
plause).
Coming
in the
been

down to our
last few months have we
thinking about the party?
Have we not done what was best for
the country? You have heard ref-
erence made to Mr. Rogers and
what Mr, Rogers has done with
reference to appointments in the
defence department. You have
heard what General McNaughton
has said with regard to appoint-
ments in the defence department,
that there is no such thing as pref-
erence being given, no such thing
in the way of appointments being
|done for political motives. There
never have been appointments in
the army carried out more honor-
ably and fairly in the army itself
than in the present case,

This minister sitting on the plat-
| form tonight had issued to all mem- |
bers of parliament, and made it
| known publicly, as I did also my-
self, that avppoiniments would not |
be on the basis of party, but would |
|be strictly on the basis of merit,

war effort

j “We Kept Couniry First”
i

When we appointed a war
{supply board were we thinking of
| party or thinking of the interests of
[the country? Look at the men on
that supply board and ask your-
selves are these men partisans or
are they outstanding men to trust
with great business affairs at a time
or crisis such as this? Take the dif-
ferent boards that we have estab-
lished in connection with the ad-
ministration of war affairs. Ask
yourselves the question: are these
men representative of the Liberal
party or are they representative of
different parties, and some of them
men whose party affiliation is

in Europe, and Canada without any |t

hardly known at all.
I think, ladies and gentlemen, if
you go over the record in that way
you will see for yourselves very
clearly that in all these things we
have, above everything else, sought
o keep country first and the
ountry's interests first, and we
%ave used the party only as a means
0 an end, that end being the gov-

| Now, I find that the time is get-

There were many men who want- very much more except a word or
ed me to bring on a campaign; they t_wn in regard to the present situa-
| did not seem to feel there was thetx_on as I !‘lope‘ you will find it pos-
danger. The public did notsible to view it when a week from
realize it. It was natural they shouldMonday comes: around. The issue I

ernment of the country in the best
d most effective way.

ting late, and I think I won't say
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think is a very clear one. The issue |

is Canada's war effort, and what |
administration can best carry out|
that war effort.

Made No Sectional Appeal

Just here let me stress this point
in regard to whether Dr. Manion is|
putting country first or party first
in reference to all these promises
that he is making in different parts
of Canada today. I challenge any-
one in Canada to teli me where
since this war began I have made
any appeal of any kind of a section-
al nature, or for purely party rea-
sons. Since this campaign has open-
ed have I gone into any constit-
uency and ftried to appeal to the
local feeling there?

When I was in Western Canada
did I talk about wheat? Did I talk
about freight rates? Did I {alk about
those different questions or did 1

talk wholly and solely about the |
war?

An effort is being made foday on
the part of the leader of the Na-
tional Government party fo get
away from the war effort issue
altogether and to get people in the
different constituencies thinking in
the terms of their local particular
questions that may come up there
and which may be of big rhoment
to them for the time being. Now,
ithere is a very serious situation,
and I say that Dr. Manion, when he
talks about putting party ahead of
country, had better drop, as quickly
as he can, these different promises
he is making in all sorts of places as
to what he will do to remove radio
licenses, give us so much money
for wheat, and do this and do that.
That is all in the nature of an ap-
peal for party ends and not for<
the good of this country as a whole |
at this particular time.

Get Down to the Issue

I say let us get down to this one
thing which .is how this Canada
can make the most effective effort
in the winning of the war. If this
war is not won humanity itself is
going to suffer, and suffer untold
agonies in all quarters of the globe.
| Today the forces that are opposing
each other, I do not think it is ex-
aggerating to say, are equivalent
to the forces of good and evil. You\
have got in the German mentality
at this time under the direction of
Nazism all that is worst in the mind
| of man and evil in this world. There

|is an effort there to destroy every-
thing we hold dear, not merely
liberty, not merely freedom, but to
destroy every sanctity of manhood
itself, asserting that all that counts
in the matter of power and con-
trol is violence and might, that
might is right, and not what is right
in itself,

You have got these forces
are putting their reliance upon vio
lence and might and power in that
way, and they are crushing in upon
these different democracies that love
freedom of action and thought and
love freedom of belief and that are
determined at all costs to maintain
|these things. So I say in this war
|there can be no such thing as neu-
trality in any sense of the word. We
{are either for or against the forces
of evil, and all of those who are in-
|terested in preserving what is right|
and good have to fight to the maxi-
mum of their strength in order to
|win at this particular time.

All Must Work Together
Canada itself cannot win this war. |
Britain herself cannot win this war. |
France herself cannot win this war
The British Empire of itself canno
win the war but the different ele- |
ments all coming together can; all
working and each making its maxi-
mum contribution can do it, and|
Canada can make a very great con- |
tribution, and maybe a contribu- |
tion that will be the deciding one |
in the end. :
This war is going to be won on|°
the fields of battle. It is going to|
be won on land, air and sea and it|
is also going to be won by the ef-|
forts of men and women in the|
country, those in the mines, those |
in the forests, those in the fields,
those in the fisheries, those in the|
factories, those on our transporta- |
tion systems, those who are work-i‘
ing with their hands, The amount |
of effort that they put in is going'
to help to determine the economic
production of this nation and what
we can give to help the allies in
sustaining this great fight along the
economic front.
In connection with this great air-
training scheme that has been in-
| augurated, we have been told by
the British government itself that
it is the greatest thing that the
British Empire itself has under-
taken in this present war. i

Lord Riverdale did not, spare
words when he went back. Speak-
ing as the hed of the British mis-
sion, he said that what had oeen
accomplished at Oftawa was the
greatest thing that had been dong
by the British commonwealth since
the war started, and it has »nly
begun,

that

When we see thal great scheme

it is rapidly developing
the moment comes

needed will
from this country
we have sent out
already in part across the ocean an
expeditionary force, and we will|
be sending more, and as we are
doing on the ocean with our little
naval force, small as it is, but ef-
fective, nevertheless we will
be sending out that last note off
power and strength from this Do—|
minion which may be the deciding
one in this particular war,

Now, ladies and gentlemen, the|
war is not going to end soon. There!
will be a lot of people who will
believe that because Finland has
been crushed for the time being.
and the war is stopped there
stopped as Finland says because
she is small and she has to sacrifice
a large part of her territory just
because she is small and cannot
hold it any longer—that the aggres-
sor is going to stop for that rea- |

son. I

develop, as
now, and when
when 1t 18 most
out

we
he sending

in the air . . . as

For a United Canada

But that is just so much accom-
plished by the aggressor today, and
they have stopped for the moment,
but before this war is over, you
may find not only Finland, but
some other countries very near to
Finland, in this war. You may find
the southern parts of Europe also
in danger. Who can say what part
of this world is not going to be ter-
rorized before this present conflict
15 over?

No, it is not going 1o be a short
war, It is going to run on for one
or two or three years, according to
the word that we get from those
who are in the best position to
know. What you are being called
upon to do now is to decide on a|
week from Monday what body of|
men you think can best carry for-
ward this country’s war efforts dur-|
ing these next few years, as solemn |
and as grave a ahoice as a people |
ever had to make in the history of
any

ation,

[ say that this present adminiz-
tration is fully equipped to make
that maximum effort. We believe |
that maximum effort can only m_"‘
made if we have a united Canada, |
and we b‘,}i(-\'e — and” this is the
reason we are appealing to you—
we believe that our parly, consti-
tuted as it is today, strong as it s,
powerful as it is, representing all
parts of this country in a true and
broad way, is in a better position |
lo keep this country united than
any ‘other party.
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Won't Take Some In

Now, just to return to the National
matter. What does Dr.

Manion propose for his National

| Government? It means a union gov-

ernment, bringing ‘' in men from
other political parties. We have a
number of different parties now,
there are a number of miscellaneous
parties. I do not believe he will bring
any of them in to form a union gov-
ernment.

Then we have what is now known
as the New Democracy. Yesterday
they were Social Crediters, but they,
too, have changed their name, but
there are only about 29 of them
and I do not believe that Dr. Manion
will bring them into his Nationa
Government, and if he did I do no
believe that it would help the peac
of mind of the people of this coun
try.

Then we have the C.C.F.--the Co-
operative . Commonwealth Federa-
tion. I forget at the moment the
wumber of candidates they have,
out if you add them all together and
add the members of the New
Democracy, you would not have
enough, if they were all returned, to
form a government.

Then, too, Mr. Woodsworth says
he will have nothing to do with Dr.
Manion, so Dr. Manion is reduced
down to one thing, and that is, the
getting of Liberals into his govern-
ment, to bring about a National
government. What does that mean?
I will just give you this, and then
not detain you much more. I will!
give you Dr. Manion’'s own view,

The Statement of July

| He has expressed his views in two |

ways; first of all, in reference to
|bringing men in from other parties,
| and then expressed himself as to the
‘wisdom of having a decent opposi-|
tion.

| Here is what he had to say on the |
| 27th of July. Look at the Globe and |
| Mail of that date—the date of the|
| paper is the 27th of July; it was|
| probably said the day before:

| “The National Conservative leader,
Robert J. Manion, today refused 1o
|recognize National Government as]|
|a cure for Canada's present-day ills.
arguing that such a set-up wquld
inevitably lead to a Socialist rr‘glme.l
attacked by a combination of the

— —

C.CF. and Social Credit or ot'
pariies.”

That is what he is pro-csing te de
now,

“Every government starts to die
soon after it is elected. The National
Government would be the same in
this respect as any other, and, there-
fore, after a period of time, the
opposition would come into power."

I do not wonder that Dr. Manion
thinks that a party began to die
when he started to lead it (laughter;
applause). That is not my experience.
The party I was leading in the last
parliament was stronger at the end
than it was at the beginning, after

| five years (applause).

| this side what
{old political

Where Are We Heading

Then he goes on to say:

“But the opposition to the National
Government presumably made up
of Liberals and Cpnservatives,
would’be the Social Crediters, the
C.C.F. and other Socialist groups
that cared to join with them. It
would be these parties which would
take over the reins of government,
when the National Government had
outlived its usefulness.”

Notice that, ladies and gentlemen.
And I ask my fellow countrymen
frgm the Atlantic to the Pacific 1o
carefully consider this, and par-
ticularly those of this city and of
this province, and see what you are
heading for.

Dr. Manion says: “Let us have a
National Government, not of this
government, but of the Liberals and
Conservatives, and the econclusion
of that will be that you will have
all these extreme groups making up
the opposition in parliament. There
will be the C.C.F., there will be the
Social Crediters; there wijll be per-
haps the Communists, if they
elected—and I do not think there
will be—but everybody wha has a

grievance from one part of the coun- !

try or the other, will make up the
opposition, and you will have on
they call the “two
parties” and on

| other hand, you will have these other

| groups, doing the best they possibly |
|can to

make the country believe

that they are somehow or

country.
Would Have Class War
Now, what is going to happen

| when that kind of thing goes on?

'l ing for.
| you would haveI these men of ex-

I venture to say if you had that sort
of a set-up in the House of Commons,
you would have a class war in this
country inside of two years, in ad-

.| dition to a national war (applause).

That is what you would be head-
According to Dr, Manion,

are |

the |

I other |
linked up to the best interests of the |

not men who simply
nether wa are going toc

how this country is to be governed,
and what policies should prevail.
That is not the kind of thing we |
want to see developed in this coun-
|try, and Dr. Manion, in his better
| moods, felt the strength of that, not
| only by what he said there, but here
is what he said in a communication
as late as November 2nd:
| *“Considering everything, the
course followed by the government
in keeping full control of its war
program is probably the best for
Canada, as under our parliamentary
system, an alert and strong opposi-
tion's criticism is second only to the
importance of government itself.”
That is a good, sound doctrine. 1|
subscribe to every word of it. In|
any democracy, an opposition is as|
necessary as government itself;
necessary for this reason; that it |
continually watches the govern-
ment’s action in the name of the peo-
ple of Canada.

Value o. Opposition

It is there to censure if we do
what is wrong; it is there to suggest
ideas to the government which the
government itself may not have con-
sidered; it is there to be continually
on the alert to see that the govern-
ment of the day does what is right
and {rue, in accordance with the
wishes of the people. |

Do not imagine for one moment
that beeause a particular party gets
control of government. that.the narty
controls all that the government is
doing. The opposition plays a very
important part in determining what
the government itself is doing. Mr.
| Lapointe and Mr. Rogers, I know,
when we are discussing matters in
cabinet—and every cabinet is the
same’ have always said—as has the
entire cabinet—"What will the op-
position say if that is done?”

There you have a check at once—
a check at once—because you know
the opposition is on guard in refer-
ence to this or that, if there is the
slightest doubt about the wisdom of
it, one way or the other.

But that is not the only check you
have, In addilion to the political
1zad of th» eonntry, there is another

' of the c .ntry, and that
boov of the public ser=

vice w 1« ¢ tlie business

t the cuunlry, 'Lhat body is coms
poced of men of all political parties,
our civil servants, who carry on the
’ business of this country, and has care
iriecl it on year after year, is coms
| posed not of Liberals, nor of Con-
servatives, but of men of different
views.

g i
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Won't Take Some l'n

Now, just to return to the National
| Government matter. What does Dr.
| Manion propose for his National
Government? It means a union gov-
ernment, bringing * in men from
other political parties. We have a
{number of different parties now;
there are a number of miscellaneous
parties, I do not believe he will bring
any of them in fo form a union gov-
ernment.

Then we have what is now known
as the New Democracy. Yesterday
they were Social Crediters, but they,
too, have changed their name, but
there are only about 29 of them
and I do not believe that Dr. Manion
will bring them into his Nationa!
Government, and if he did I do no:
believe that it would help the peace
of mind of the people of this coun
try.

Then we have the C.C.F.--the Co-
operative . Commonwealth Federa-
tion, I forget at the moment the
aumber of candidates they have,
Jut if you add them all together and
add the members of the New
Democracy, you would not have
enough, if they were all returned, to
form a government.

Then, too, Mr. Woodsworth says
he will have nothing to do with Dr.
Manion, so Dr. Manion is reduced
down to one thing, and that is, the
getting of Liberals into his govern-
ment, to bring about a National|
government. What does that mean? |
I will just give you this, and then|
not detain you much more. I will!
nge you Dr. Manion’s own view,

The Statement of July

|
|
|

He has expressed his views in two‘
ways; first of all, in reference to
bringing men in from other parties,
and then expressed himself &s to the
wisdom of having a decent opposi-
tion.

Here is what he had to say on the
27th of July. Look at the Globe and\
Mail of that date—the date of the
paper is the 27th of July; it w1s
probablv said the day before:

“The National Conservative lcadm.
Robert J, Manion, today refused 1o
recognize National Government as|
a cure for Canada's present-day ills.
arguing that such a set-up would
| inevitably lead to a Socialist regime,
attacked by a combination of the

pariies.”

That is what he is pro
now.

“Every government starts to die
soon after it is elected. The National
Government would be the same in
this respect as any other, and, there-
fore, after a period of time, the
opposition would come into power.”

I do not wonder that Dr. Manion
thinks that a party began to die
when he started to lead it (laughter;
applause). That is not my experience.
The party I was leading in the last
parliament was stronger at the end
|than it was at the beginning, after
Ihve years (applause).

Where Are We Heading

Then he goes on to say:

“But the opposition to the National
Government presumably made up
of Liberals and Cpnservatives,
would‘be the Social Crediters, the
C.C.F. and other Socialist grouvs
that cared to join with them. It
would be these parties which would
take over the reins of government,
when the National Government had
outlived its usefulness.”

Notice that, ladies and gentlemen.
And I ask my fellow countrymen
erm the Atlantic to the Pacific 1o
carefully consider this, and par-
ticularly those of this city and of
this province, and see what you are
heading for.

Dr. Manion says: “Let us have a
N.llmlml Government, not of this
government, but of the Liberals and
Conservatives, and the conclusion
of that will be that you will have
all these extreme groups making up
the opposition in parliament. There
will be the C.C.F., there will be the |
Social Crediters; there will be per-|
haps the Communists, if they are|
elected—and I do not think there|
will be—but everybody whao has a|

| grievance from one part of the c01m~!
try or the other, will make up the
| opposition, and you will have on
| this side what they call the “twal
|old political parties” and on the |
| other hand, you will have these other |
groups, doing the best they posmblvw
can to make the country belleve
that they are somehow or olhm‘
linked up to the best interests of the |
lcnuntrv
w Would Have Class War

Now, what is going to happen
when that kind of thing goes on?
I venture to say if you had that sort
of a set-up in the House of Commons,
you would have a class war in this
country inside of two years, in ad-

.| dition to a national war (applause).

'ling for.

That is what you would be head-
According to Dr. Manion,
you would haveI these men of ex-

‘land what policies should

linary ideas as to
how thls country is to be governed,

| That is not the kind of thing we
‘want to see developed in this coun-
try, and Dr. Manion, in his better
moods, felt the strength of that, not
only by what he said there, but here
is what he said in a eommunication
as late as November 2nd:
“Considering everything, the
| course followed by the government
{in keeping full control of its war
program

system, an alert and strong opposi-
tion'’s criticism is second only to the
importance of government itself.”

That is a good, sound doctrine. 1
subscribe to every word of it. In
any democracy, an opposition is as
necessary as government @ itself;
necessary for this reason; that it
continually watches the govern-
ment’s action in the name of the peo-
ple of Canada.

Value o. Opposition

It is there to censure if we do
what is wrong; it is there to suggest
ideas to the government which the
government itself may not have con-
sidered; it is there to be continually
on the alert tfo see that the govern-
ment of the day does what is right
and {rue, in accordance with the
wishes of the people.

Do not imagine for one moment
that becausg a particular party gets
control of government. thatthe varty
controls all that the government is
doing.  The opposition plays a very
important part in determining what
the government itself is doing. Mr.
Lapointe and Mr. Rogers, I know,
when we are discussing matters in
cabinet—and every cabinet is the
same” have always said—as has the
entire cabinet—"What will the op-
position say if that is done?”

There you have a check at once—
a check at once—because you know
the opposition is on guard in refer-
ence to this or that, if there is the
slightest doubt about the wisdom of
it, one way or the other.

But that is not the only check you
have. In addilion to the 