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REPORT.

In presenting to the subscribers and friends of the REruck Fox
PenitenT WomeN a report of its work from 1st November, 1867, to
15t November, 1868, I would express my thanks to God for the sup-
port received and the measure of success obtained. During this year
10 persons have ‘been admitted, of whom 8 are now married, 2 in herj
vice, 1 returned to her former life, 2 in the Homie, and 2 sent to the
poor-house. An inmate of the Refuge previous to. the 1st of November
has been married, so that since the work cemmenced under my superin- *
tendence the number received has been 11.

The means used for the improvement of the inmates haye been the
following :—

1st.—Regular vifits and religious indtruction, in which, both in pri-
vate conversation and in explaining the Word of God, I have showed
them the willingness of our Saviour to: pardon -and bless them, and
urged them to trust in Him,—and pointed out to them how they might
regain their characters, and become useful membery of society, promis-
ing them that those who take an interest inthem would, if they by
God’s grace traly reformed, use every ef?e');n; to obtain them employment
in the"country. R A

" 9nd.—The inmates have been visited by‘u committee of ladies, who
thus strive to benefit them, ;

3rd.—They have family prayer, and are instructed in reading at the
Refuge, and regularly. attend the Three-Mile House Church. The
Ladies’ Committee have expressed their satisfaction at the progress
which some of the inmates have made in sewing, and with the Kindness
and attention to her duties of the Matron, Mrs. Magarrel. T have also
been much pleased to see the interest Mrs, Magarrel has shewn in her
work, #nd the efforts she makes to discharge the difficult- duties of her
office as Matron. :

Under her superintendence 96 articles have been made for the use of
the Refage, and, s large nymber for sale’ '
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After much, consideration, the Ladies' Committee, the Treasurer and
I, have lately conclnded that spinning and weaving would be the most
useful work for the inmates of the Home to engage in, especially-with
the view of qualifying them for work in the country. In order to carry
this out, spinning wheels and wool have been purchased, a loom has been
kindly lent by Mr. Logan, and a suitable person engaged to reside for a
month pr two at the Home, 80 a8 to, instruct the Matron and the inmates
in thie branch of industry. '

The expenses of the institution hgve been increased during the past
year, from the necessity of purchasing bedding and furniture for the
rooms. .

Owing to the extreme destitution of those who apply for rdmiusion,
clothing has had to be provided.

The Ladiea’ Committee meet every month on the last Tuesday, at 11
o’clock, at my house, to consult on the working of the Home, and agree
on the weeks they visit in. .

The Hon.'M. B. Almon, M. H. Richey and A. K. Doull,/\Esqrs., are
the Financial Committee, and D. H. Star, Esq., has kindly acted as
Treasurer. The Refuge is opén to the visits of subscribers, and minis-

. ters of the Gospel of every evangelical denomination.

In my letter of Decéinber 9th, 1867, to the Protestant ministers of
this city, I proposed that*“ the Refuge should be established out of the
city, on a small scale, so as to have the benefit-of the family influence,
receiving not'more than six inmates, each of whom shall remain one
year.” T propose new a probation of six hs in pref to
twelve months, as this will enable the Refuge to ‘receive more iumates
cach year; and I ider that a resid of six hs will give time
endugh for religious instruction and for probation, and that employment
for the remaining six months in a Christian family, with the atimulus of
earning wages, would be more beneficial than a whole year in the
Home. The following extract from the report of a temporary Refuge
in England, where the i remained only a few days under the caie
of a City Missionary and his wife, proves that a long residence is not

“necedry for the reformation of the inmatbs of a Refuge :=

“ During ten years 1116 poor ocutcasts have crossed the threshold,
have had eir hgam touched by kindly sympnl.hy and ﬁigndly counsel,
have had their history carefully investigated, their sincerity tested, and
their wants eared_ for, apd have.then, in the m‘njo‘rit{ of cases, been
placed in domestic service, in situations carefully selected, with fall
kowledge of all circumstances on the part of the employers ; others
have been restored to their parents ; some few of the worst cases have
been placed in penisentiaries, and no less than 206 have married. ' The

- work does not end with their beini‘?dt n'a"pot Vto ‘earn for 'them: * -

selves a good character and an honest livelihood,~—correspondence is
kept up wherever practicable, and, if necessary, they are visited by the
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Missionary, so that every effort is made to retain an influence for good
over them, and after the lapse of many years th&Miuionuy has still &
watchful eye over the greater proportion of the cases he has taken up.
The result of ten years work of this temporary Refuge are thdt out of
1116 casés, 776 are satisfactorily acconnted for, 66 have died, 180 were
untraceable or doubtful; 4 were in prison, 141 have returned to an evil
life ; .if to these are added a fair proportion of those lost sight of, the
total number of cases where the work has not been permanent will not
exceod oneifth of the whole taken up. Nor must it be assumed that
with those relapsed, the work has entirely failed ; its influence for ‘good
often asserts itself when least expected, and the remembrance of the
kindness and sympathy experienced before, brin%e poor wanderer,
in her relenting moments, again to seek out the ge, and perhaps
this d time to' be per ly r d to an honest walk in life,

““ The Committee are greatly encouraged by the results ; they do not
attempt to measure by figures the spiritual ‘work which has been
effected, but they feel that the Missionary and his wife have left no stone
unturned to make the foew days spent with them a time of sifting, of
earnest prayer, of loving counsel. The chief desire of all who promote
this work is that these ro‘or fallen ones should be led to seek the Saviour
of Sinners, who is sble and willing to save to the uttermost all who
come to God by Him, so that being washed in Flis most precious blood,
they who once were outcasts on the earth, without a friend to g{ity or to,
speak a kindly word, may become joint heirs with Christ of His ever-
lasting kingdom.”

It must be remembered that in a Refuge, although with but few
inmates, we have to d against their bad infl on one another,
and in their proneness to quarrel while in a private family these influ-
encea are gone, and succeeded often by the moral and religious
impressions of family life. ! b . .

I visited in September the }Ipme in St. John, New Brunswick ; it
was working well, and I would éarnestly recommend all who are able to
visit an institutidn which has now for several years beel in operation,
and been by God’s blessing a source of real reformation to many of its
inmates. { G

In concluding this Report I would entreat the ministers of the Gospel
and all those Christians who believe in the power of Christ to save
from every sin those who turn to Him in true penitence and faith both
with God’s gifts, refused to none who truly seek for ‘them, to consider
the large number of  fallen women in this city, and the injury they are
doing to themselves and society, and the urgent duty of true Christians
both to support this Refuge, and promote further efforts to reclaim the .
fallen, and to prevent as far as possible their ber being i d by
new victims.

To promote these objects I would propose the following plans, for
the 3rd of which I am indebted to the suggestions of those who have
considered the subject carefally :— d » i

.
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1st. The appointment of u zealous and prudent Christian woman to
Iabour as Missionary among the fallen women of this city.
2nd. That Christian ladiés should regularly visit the prisoners at
Rockhead, many of whom ure of this class ; and that efforts shonld be
made to render that institution more conducive to the moral and reli-
gious improvement of its inmates than it is at present.
8rd. Iv is certain that servant girls from the country are, from their
Cignorance of the city on their first arrival, sometimes enticed to houses
of ill-fume, and when out of place, from want of means, have ofien, no

‘respectable house to go to, and are compelled by poverty to go anywhere. *
It is, therefore, most desirable that a Servants’ Home should be estab-

lished by the ladies' of Halifax, where strangers from the country and
others out of place could be received ; obtain Christian kindness ; and
be boarded at a low rate, or, if necessary, free of cost, till places could
be obtained for them.

The Financial Comumitiece have tesolved to appenl to the Evangelical
Churches of Halifax, to raise the sum of one thousand dollars in support
of this Refuge, for the ensuing year. When the expenses, incidental
to the working and prozress of such institations, are fully weighed,

“*and the importance of the wdrk coutemplated conridered, they trast that
the amount required will "be readily contsibuted ; and they believe that
the best way of raising subscriptions, iy for each congregation to raise
from its members its fair share, and to remit it at once to the Treasurer,
D. Henry Starr, Esq. " “The namies of subscribers ave not published in
this Report, but subscribers’ names collected by me can be seen at the
Trensurer’s office, mnl the ather subseribers on theicolléeting books of the
chuches to which they belong. s

sWihile willing to superintend the religious instruction of the inmates
of the Home, I feel that other duties will interfere with my collyeting
through the present year, the sum ,collected by me in the past ;iand,
therefore, I trust, that the Ministers of the Gospel, and the eongregntions,
will readily agree to the plan proposed®by Financial Committee and*
myself, and thereby free the Treasurer and myself of all anxiety as to
the pecuniary support of the Refuge. I am fully convinced that the
work we have begnn is not a hopeless one ; but one that has every pros-
pect of increasing in uscfulness year by year, if persevered in with
pradence, energy, and love ;—for why should we doubt that the same
God of love who has blessed in other lands the efforts made to rescue
these fallen ones from a life of infamy and a death of misery, will bless
the efforts which Christians in this city will make, if they will shew the
same energy, zeal, perseverance, and dependence on their Saviour, which
their brethren ‘elsewhere have manifested.
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If Cheistians feel it their duty to support City Missionaries, and to
do all they can to have the Gospel preached to every one, however sunk
in sin; will they, not also, by maintaining a house of Refuge, provide a

‘place where some at least may find a home till they can be restored to

society, and thus aid our City Missionaries in their efforts.

In concluding this Réport, I would acknowledge the efforts made by ..
our City Missionaries, and especially by Mr. Logan, who induced some
to enter the home ; and return also my thanks to the Ladies’ Visiting
Committee, who have taken 8o mich interest in the work, and to those
mamrs who have sent subscriptions, and to all the subscribers ; and
1%rust that while many who read this Report will acknowledge that far *
more ought to have been done than any of us have ever done or tried
to do to save the lost ; yet shey will unite with me in thunking God
that so many have been found willing in this city to aid another effort
for the salvation and reformation of those too generally viewed as hope-
lessly lost, but of whose recovery they cannot despair who remgmber
His love and power, who came into the world to save sinners, and who
is both able and willing fo Save to the uttermost all who come to God

by Him. ’
F. H. ALMON,
. Superintendent.

November 1st, 1868. :

S
NB Donations and Subscriptions will be thankfully

/received by D. Henry Starr, Treasurer, at his Office
at the Sheffield House.
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