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ADVERTISEMENT to the READER.

THE Editor thinks it neceflary to acquaint the Reader,
that, in this trandation of Dom Pernety's Journal, no-

thing has been omitted, but the detail of ordinary occurrences,
which appeared common to every voyage. Whatever feemed in
any view peculiar to this expedition has been retained.

In refpea to the cuts and plans, fome alterations and addi-
tions have been made. A general chart fhewing the fituation
of Falkland's Iflands in the Southern Ocean, which was not
given m the original, is here inferted. Plans of the iflands of
St. Catherme, and of Buenos Ayres, are alfo added. The birds,
fifli, &c are clafled in their proper order, and placed at the*
end of the book with references to the page in which they are
mentioned.

The Editor hopes the work will meet with the approbation
of the public, as he has fpared neither coft nor pains to make
It ufcful and exa^.



,1

Note of the Tranflator omitted in page 242:

ThePineuin here mentioned, is different from that which is dcfcribed by our

insenious countryman Mr. Pennant, under the name of the PatagonianPmgmn;

anB ahfwers more exaaiy to the fecond fpccies or leffcr P.ngu.n fpokf" of by

that gentleman, and which is otherwife called, Anfcr Magellamcus Clufii, &c.

It is probable that Don Pernety never faw the Patagonian Pinguin, fince he fays

nothing of it. The Reader will find an accurate account of^the different fpecies

of this fingular bird, in the 58th volume of the Pbilofophical Tfan&aions, which

contains Mr. Pennant's paper on that fubjefl.

Dire6lions to the Book Binder for placing the Plates.

• I

I.

2.

3-

4-

5-

6.

7-

8.

9-

10.

II.

12.

14.

J5-

16.

The general Chart to front the Title.

St. Catherines Ifland, &c.

Rio de la Plata

Plan of Montevideo

Spaniards at Montevideo ^ -

Spanifh Lady of Montevideo

A Spaniard of Montevideo

A Spanilh Gentleman of Montevideo

An Indian of Montevideo

Malouine or Falkland IQands

Plan and View of Acarron Bay

Streights of Magellan

The Patagonians

Fifhes found in this Voyage

Birds, ditto

Sear Lyons, &c.
!

Page

- - 4«

- lOI

- 139

., - 142

- 143

- 144

- US
- 163

- ^77

- 189

- 263

- 273

the End of the Book.
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A U T H O R's

PREFACE.
THE dlfcovery and knowledge of the Malouine Iflar.ds

has been looked upon as an objefl of fo much import-

ance, that the Englifh, having been informed of the expedition

we made there in 1764, thought it neceflary to eftablilh them-

felves in thofe iflands, notwithftanding that we had already

taken pofleflion of them in the name of the crown of France.

In preparing for this voyage, which excited the attention of all

Europe, they took extraordinary precautions. Commodore
Byron was employed on this expedition with two Hiips, the DoU
phin and the Tamer frigate, under his command. The Florida

was afterwards difpatched to carry them provifions of all kinds.

We had taken pofTeflion of thefe iflands in the beginning of

April, before the Dolphin was off the (locks, and we quitted

them the 8th of the fame month on our return to France, where

we landed the 26th of June. The Englifh did not fail till fome

days after. On the 4th of December they left Port Defue, and

took their courfe towards the South of the fuppofed Pepys's

Ifiand, at 48 degrees South latitude, where they made feveral

unfuccefsful attempts for the difcovery of that ifland. They
were then obliged, as the) obfeive p. 69. of the Voyage round

the world in 1764 and 1765 on board the Dolphin, to abandon

that refearch, being well perfuaded of the impoiUbility of finding

this fuppoi'ed ifland.

The 22d of the fame montli (December) being in the Streights

of Magellan, five leagues diftance from Terra del Fiiego, they

obfei vcd a fmoke rifing in feveral places on the oppofite coaflr,

which is that of Patagonia. They iteered towards it, and cafting

B anchor
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anchor at about a mile from fhore, faw diftinflly men on horfe-

back, who beckoned to them.

On approaching the coaft there an leared manifeft figns of

fear in the countenances of thofe, w. ' were going on fhore in

the boat, when they perceived at the water fide men of a pro-

digious ftature. The Commodore, animated with the idea of

making a difcovery relative to thefe Patagonians, the queflion of

whofe exiftence had for a long time furnifhed matter of conver-

fation in England, was the firft who leaped on fhore, and was
followed by his officers and feamcn well armed, whom he drew

up in a pofture of defence. The favages, to the number of about

200, immediately ran up to them, looking at them with an air

of the greatefl furprize, and finiling at the difproportion in fize

between the Englifli and themfelves.

The Commodore made figns to them to fit down, which they

complied with ; and he put about their necks collars of enamelled

beads, and ribbands, giving to each of them fome fuch trifling

ornament. Their fize is fo extraordinary, that even fitting they

were almofl as high as the Commodore when he flood upright.

(p. 77-)

Their middle feature feemed to be about eight feet, and the

higheft above nine *. The Englifli did not ufe any meafure to

afcertain this; but we have reafon, fay they, to believe, the ac-

count we give rather falls fliort of, than exceeds, the truth, (p. 78.)

The fize of the women is as furprizing as that of the men, and

the children are in the fame proportions. The women wore

necklaces and bracelets, (p. 79.) Their cloaths were made of the

fkins of Peruvian fheep, which covered their fhoulders, and came

down as far as their knees. The greatefl part of them were on

horfeback, before we landed j but they alighted, and left their

horfes at fome diflance. The horfes have tlie appearance of be-

• The Commodore is faiJ, in the preface to the fame Account, (p. 61.) to be

fix feet high. It mud be remembered, that the Lngiilb foot is near an inch Icfs

than the French Aandard foot.



PREFACE.
Ill

ing very fwift, but their height is not in proportion to that of
their riders, and they fcemed befides to be in but indifferent con-
dition, (p. 85.) TJiey appeared to be of a mild and friendly
difpofition. (p. 83.)

Among the Englifli was Lieutenant Cummins, whom the
Patagonians feemcd to regard with particulai fatisfaaion, on
account of his height, which was not lefs than fix feet ten
inches. Some of them clapped him on the back j but though
this was intended only as a mark of their kindnefs, their hands
fell fo heavy upon him, that he daggered under the weight of
them.

On the 23d of the fame month, the Englifli having advanced
farther into the Streightsdifcovered feveral favages, on the Ifland
of Saint Elizabeth, who made figns to them to come on fliore.

Both the men and women were of middling ftature, and well
fliaped. Their hair was black i their flcin, which is naturally of
an olive colour, appeared red, becaufe they paint their bodies
with a compofition of reddifli earth mixed with greafe. They
are cloathed with the ikins of fea-calves, otters, or Peruvian
ilieep, fewed together, fo as to make one piece cf about four
feet and one half fquare. They wear caps made of the fkins of
birds with the feathers, and have alfo fkins on their feet, which
ferve them inftead of flioes. Some of the women had girdles
alfo made of Ikinsj but none of them wore capsf they were
only diftinguiflied by a necklace of Ihells. (p. 92.)

After having provided themfelves with wood and water at
Port Famine, the Englifli failed from thence the 5th of January
1765, and fteeiing eaftward, cleared the Streights, and faw land
the 13th of the fame month. The next day they entered a very
commodious bay, within which were feveral fmall ones, and dif-
ferent harbours : to the third of thefe they gave the name of
Port Egmont. The entrance to this bay is by the North -, it is

half a mile in width, and has from feven to thirteen fathom
depth on a muddy bottom, (p. 121).

B 2 The
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The 23d of January, the Commodore took poHeflion of all

thefe iflands in the name of the King of Great Britain, and left

them the 27th, without having eft&bli(hed any fettlement there.

Thefe iflands are fituated in 51 degrees 21 minutes South lati«

tude, and 66 degrees ten minutes Wed longitude, (p. 134).

From hence they returned, coafting along to the Streights of

Magellan.

It will appear by the particulars of this Englifli account, and
by thofe of my Journal, that we were acquainted with the

Malouine Iflands, and had formed a fettlement there, near a

twelvemonth before the two fliips under the command of Mr.
Byron had even difcovered them. At the time even when thefe

two veflTels arrived there, Mon/. de Bougainville was then re-

turned } and having feen them from the port where he lay at

anchor, fet fail for the Streights of Magdlan, where he met
with them, as will be feen at the end of my Journal.

I have entered into the detail of this Englifli expedition to

the Malouines in order to convince the public of the incontefl;-

able right of the crown of France to the poflefllon of them, in

oppofition to the injurious pretentions of the Englifli.

I have alfo given a flcetch of the account, which one of the

officers of Mr. Byron's fliip has printed concerning the giants of

Patagonia, that the Reader might compare it with what is faid

of them in the extra£ls from the journals of the French Cap.

tains, who have feen and made a longer flay with thefe Pata-

gonians than the Englifli have. Such a comparifon will prove

to thofe who are incredulous, or who have too much vanity to

fuffer themfelves to appear ignorant of what has never come to

their knowledge, or, from the fame principle, make a point

of denying every thing they have not feen, that there exifts,

neverthelefs, a race of men, the bulk and enormity of whofe fize

may teach thefe unbelieving, vain, and felf-conceited perfons, to

reduce their magnificent pretenfions, and be contented to confider

themfelves as not the fmalled among tlie race of dwarfs.

The
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The Strclghts of Magellan were little known. The accounts

we had of it till this time, though many in number, were not to

be depended upon ; the obfervations were either deficient in

exaftnefs or in perfpicuity. This has determined me to give thofe

of our two French Captains, and a chart of the Streights, cor-

re6ted according to their obfervations.

It may be conjectured, and indeed with great appearance of

probability, that the Maluu'cc Iflands formerly made a part of

Patagonia and Terra del Fucgo, and that they were feparated

from them by violent earthquakes, which opened a pafi'age for

the Tea through a cleft ca led by the eruption, and formed in

time the channel, by which thofe ifiands are divided from the

continent. This conjecture is ihr more reafonable, as the Terra

del Fuego took its name from the volcanos, which were fuppofed

to have been fcen there, and as at fome diftance from that part

of the Malouine Iflands, where we have made our iettlement,

the hills and vallies (hew clearly, by the difordcr of the beds of

free ftone, and the irregular heaps in Vv^hich they lie, that this

confufion is the effe£t of earthquakes. See what is faid on this

fubjeCt in my journal.

But what will afloniih the Reader is, that a country fo exten-

five as the Malouines fliould neither be inhabited by men, nor by

any of thofe quadrupeds, which are commonly met with among
the Patagonians ; and that the fmall fpider with long legs, which

is called in France Faucheufe, and the little brown cricket called

Cri'Crii which is alfo found in chimneys, are the only two infeds

we faw there. It is lefs wonderful, that we fliould not meet

with any of the reptile fpecies, as travellers aflure us, that there

are none to be found in the ten itory of Chily, which lies to the

Weft of Patagonia, in the fame parallel with the Malouine

Iflands.

Another motive, which induces me to believe, that the Ma-
louines were originally joined to Patagonia, is, that there are no
trees on them, and that the whole coaft to the Eaft of the Pata-

gonians, and of Terra del Fuego, is without trees, to about 25
leagues
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leagues up the country. At that diftance fome trees begui to

appear, but from thence to the fea fide there is nothing to be
found but fhrubs and lieath. It is the fame on the Malouines.
The difcoveries which the EngHfli, who have fettled more to the

Weft, may make on that fide, will give us more light into thefe

.particulars. The Spaniards, who have fucceeded my countrymen
in tiie Eaftern fettlement will inform us with regard to thofe

parts.

The exaflnefs of the plans and charts, as well as that of the
figures of animals in the plates of my Journal, may be depended
upon. The chart I give of the Rio de la Plata is the more in-

terefting as it was taken with the utmoft accuracy, and as it is

the only one of that river, the navigation of which is fo dan-
gerous.

I ^

'
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INTRODUCTION.
AFTER the peace was concluded by a cedlon of all

Canada on the part of France to England, M. de Bou-
gainville, Knight of St. Louis, and Colonel of inf^intry,

conceived the defign of indemnifying France for this lofs, if pod
fible, by a difcovery of the fouthern continent, and of thofe
large iHands, which lie in the way to it. A perufal of admiral
Anfon's voyage round the world fixed his ideas for finding the
Maiounie Iflands, and determined him to make them the firft
objea of his expedition, and to form a fcttlcment there. He
communicated his projea to the miniftry, who approved it. To
carry it therefore into execution, M. de Bougainville caufed a
frigate and a iloop to be built at St. Malo at his own cxpence
under the diredtions of tlie Sieurs Guyot du Clos and Chenart
de la Gyraudais, who were to have the command of them under
him. But being defirous to make the execution of his defign as
advantageous as pollible, and imagining that I miglit be of fer-
vicc to him in that refpea, he propolcd to me, juft before he
quitted Pans, to undertake the voyage with him. A few days
after, I received the King's orders in a letter from the Duke de
Choilcul, miniftcr for the marine department, to embark with
M. de Bougainville. I made my difpofitions immediately for the
voyage, and fct off with him for St. Malo.

Thofe, who are acquainted with thefitiiation of thif Malouine
Iflands, will applaud the projcft of M. de Bougainville j but few
people have heard of tliofe illands, becaufc they were almoft
unknown. Some navigators had fecn them, but, I think, 1 may
aflcrt, that no one before ourfclves had ever landed there, at leaft
in the part wliere we did. For this reafon it wiil be proper to
give feme idea of the difcovery of them from the accounts given
by authors of cftablilhed reputation.

* Frezicr,,
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Frczicr, in his relation du Foyage de la Mer du Sud, printed

in 4to, Paris 1716, p. 264, exprefles himfelf thus: '* If in this

chart I have fupprefl fome fuppofed countries, I have added

others which are real, in the latitude of 51 degrees, and to which

I have given the name of new JJIands -, becaufe they have been

difcovered fince the year 1700, the greateft part of them by the

fhips of St. Male. I have placed them according to the reports

of the Maurepas and St. Louis, fhips belonging to the India

Company, which had a near view of them, and the latter even

took in freih water there from a pond, which I have marked neat'

Port St. Louis. The water here was reddiOi and fomewhat
infipid, in other refpeds good for the fea. Both thefc veflcls

paffed them in different parts, but the one which kept clofeft

along the coaft was the St. John Baptift, commanded by Dou-
blet of Havre, who attempted to pafs through an opening he faw

towards the middle of them -, but perceiving fcveral fmall iflands

jufl rifing to the furface of the water, he thought proper to

tack about. This clufler of iflands is the fame which was dif-

covered by Fouquet of St. Malo, and to which he gave the

name of Anican, his owner. The routs I have traced will fhew

the bearing of thefe lands from the Streights of Le Maire, in her

paflage from which the St. John Baptifl faw them, and from

Statenland, which the two other fliips had had a profpeil of

before they found it.

The northern part of thefe lands, which is here called the

the Coa/fs of the Afjumption^ was difcovered the 16th of July 1708,

by Pore of St. Malo *, who named it after the fhip he failed in.

It was thought to be a new land, at the diftance of about a hun-

dred leagues cafl of the new illands I am fpeaking of j but I

have

It appears that Pore was not acquainted with the fituation of the coafls of

the Patagonians, nor that of the new or Malouine Iflands, or that he was mlAakcn

in his point. Thelie iflands are in fa£l no more than 90 or ico leagues diftant

from the Streights of Magellan j how tiien could they be at the diftancc of 100

leagues Weft of the coall of the Afl'umption, as it is called by Pore ? If he h.id

known the fituation of the Malouinc Iflands, he would have fccn clearly by the

latitude and lo:igitude of the coaft he tan along, that it could be no other than

the coaft of thofe iflands.

#m
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INTRODUCTION. IX

have made no fcruple of joining it with them, having convincing

reafons to juftify my opinion.

The firft is, that the latitudes obferved on the North and South

of thefe iflands, and the bearing of the known parts anfwer per-

feflly to the fame point of reunion on the Eaft fide witliout

leaving any fpace between them. The fecond, that there is no

reafon to imagine this coaft lies eaftward of the ifles of Anican.

For M. Gobien of the St. John, who was pleafed to communicate

to me an extraft of his journal, fuppofes it to lie South of the

river Plata*; which account, taken ftriflly, will not admit of its

being at a greater diftance than two or three degrees eaftward,

that is to fay, five and twenty or thirty leagues
-f-.

But the dif-

ference of computations is always a mark of uncertainty. The
firft time they faw this coaft on their paffage from Saint Cathe-

rine's to the Brafils, they reckoned it at 329 degrees ; the fecond,

in pafllng from the river Plata, where contrary winds obliged

them to put in, after having tried to pafs Cape Horn : they fup-

pofed it at 322 degrees, and according to fome 324; following

the charts of Peter Goos, the errors of which we have taken

notice of, fo that little regard ought to be paid to them.

However, as they relied upon them, they thought themfelves at

a great diftance from the Continent, and reckoning that they

were too far eaftward, ran three hundred leagues too far to Weft
in the South Sea, infomuch that they imagined themfelyes on the

coaft of Guinea, when they landed at Ylo. But the third and
conviiicing

* The fuppofition of M. Gobien, of the St. John, is falfe, in placing this

coaft of AITumption South of the river Plata. We were on (hore there, as he
was, and in the fame place, according to Frezier's chart, and found it by our com-
putation about 64 degrees and a half W. longitude from the meridian of Paris, and
the mouth of the river Plata 56' 30' ; which carries that part of the coaft where
M. Gobien and we landed eight degrees farther S. W. and anfwers nearly to the

miftake attributed by the author of Admiral Anfon's Voyage (p. 78.) to Frezier's

chart in regard to the fituation of the coaft of Patagonia.

t If wc place the coaft of the Aflumption three degrees farther to the Weft,
it will be more conformable to our eftimatlon, which makes our landing place four

degrees, or thereabouts, more to Weft than it would be according to Frezier's

chart, which is formed on the extrat5l M. Gobien furnifticd him with from his

Gwn journal.
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X INTRODUCTION.
convincing argument is, that we ought to pafs to wintUvard of

this new land according to the longitude it was placed in, in the

manufcript chart; and that it is morally impoflible any Ihip

could pafs without feeing it, it being about 50 leagues in length

from E. S. E. to W. N. W. No doubt therefore remains, that

this was the northern part of the new iflands, the weftern part of

which will be difcovered in time, but is yet unknown.
Thefe iflands are certainly the fame, which were difcovered by

Sir Richard Hawkins in 1 593, to the eaft of the uninhabited coafl:,

and in 50 degrees latitude. He was thrown by a ftorm on an
unknown land : he ran along the coaft about fixty leagues, and
faw fires, from whence he concluded the place was inhabited *.

Hitherto thefe lands have been called Sebald's Iflands, it being

fuppofed that the three which go under this name in the charts

were fituated there at pleafure, for want of a proper knowledge

of chem. But the fliip VIncarnation, commanded by the Sieur

Brignon of St. Malo, took a near view of them in fine weather

in the year 171 i,'on her departure from Rio Janeiro. They arc

in fac^ three fmall iflands -j- of about lialf a league in length,

ranged

* 1 do not know whether the iflands, which Sir Richard Hawkins faw in 1593,
to ihfEall of thedefart coaft of Patagonia, in 50 degrees S. latitude, are the northern

pait of the new or Malouine Iflands. We ran fixty degrees at leaft along the

to:\ft, ab well as he, and faw no fire, or appearance of habitation, though we were
very often at no greater diftance than that of half a league or a league.

t At our landing wc difcovered three iflands about half a league in length, pretty

high, and forming a kind of triangle, agreeable to the account of Sebald's Iflands.

This refcmblance in pofition and figure made us take them at firlt for Sebald's

Ida lids ; but we difcovered near them feveral fmall flat iflands, aimed even with

the furf'acc of the water, of which no mention is made in the Sieur Brignon's

journals, nor in thofe of other people, who fpeak of Sebald'^ Iflands. A few hours

.nfter, having difcovered other eminences, one behind another, we judged that thefe

three iilands were not Stbald's Iflands, but fome of the Malouines, which ftand

out before the princip^fl one, and we found reafon to confirm ourfelves in this

opinion. If tlicfe three iflands were really Sebald's Iflands, they would be about

twt) Icag'jcs diftance from land, or the principal ifland, and not feven or eight,

a'j Fiezirr fay?. See the chart of our route alang the coaft. However in the two
voyages of the Eigle and the Star Pink, which have taken a later view of thtfe

three iflands in their paflage froni the Malouines t'j the Straits of Magellan, the

Kag!e in 1765, > 1 the i''a;;le with the Star in 1766 ; thefe vcfllls found no more

iflands than thofe thiec, and have iince looked upon them to be Sebald's Iflands.

i
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ranged In a triangular form, as they are reprefentcd in the charts
They pafled at the diftance of three or four leagues from them*
and faw no land, though the weather was very fine, which is a
proof that they are feparated from the new iflands by at leaft
{even or eight leagues.

In the memorial prefented to the Compagnie des Indes by the
Sieurde Lozier Bouvet in the year 1735, foliciting their aflift-
ance ni furniHiing him the means of obferving the countries;
dilcovered by Gonneville, he reports, among other advantages of
the eftabiiniment they might form there after that obfervation,
the opportunities of fixing an immediate commerce with the
Spaniards of the river Plata and the Portuguefe of Brafil He
even aflerts, that Mie fhips, in putting into the fouthern coafts,
would fleer very little out of their ordinary courfe for India.
By the eftablifhment we have made on the Malouine Illapds *

we have put the India Company, and all the French navigatorsm the niofi: favourable fituation for accomplifliing thefe two
objeas. The Malouine Iflands are not near fo far to the South •

the chmate is much more temperate j they fl:and more convenient
for the river Plata and theBrafiis; more in the neighbourhood
of Magellan's lands and Patagonia, with the inhabitants of which
It would be fo much the more eafy to fix a commerce, as they
are already acquainted with the Europeans by the traffic thev
carry on with the Spaniards.

'

Let us confider the fituation of the fouthern lands difcovered
by Monfieur de Gonneville, a gentleman of Normandy. In
1503 he fitted out a veffel at Honfleur, and fet fail in the month
Ci June for the Eaft Indies. After doubling the Cape of Good
Hope, and meeting with a guft of wind, which was fucceeded
by calnis, he thought of nothing but gaining fome land, where
he might recover the fatigues of the voyage. He had the good
fortune to difcover fome, and called them the South Indies He
lay there fix months, during which time he refitted, formed an

^ 2 intercourfc

Spl!'""
''''' •'""'"''^ '^*' '^""'"' ^""« ''^ "^""^ ^^^ Malouiiie IHands to
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intercourfe with the natives, and eftabliflicd himfelf fo far in their

confidence, that their King, Arofca, trufted his fon Eflbmeric to

him to make the voyage of France, on condition that he fhould

bring him back in twenty months. Gonneville failed from thence

the third of July 1504 laden with the produce of the country.

In the Channel he met with an Englifli privateer, which took him,

and carried him into Guernfey. This unlucky accident pre-

vented his arriving in France till the year 1505$ where he made
his complaint and declaration to the admiralty at Honfleur. No
advantage was made at that time of M. de Gonneville's difcovery

;

who to make amends to Eflbmeric for not being able to keep

his word with him, married him to one of his relations, and left

him at his death half his fortune.

The Sieur Bouvet, who had fome notion of this difcovery, pre-

fented a memorial to the Compagnie des Indes, who fitted out two
fliips for him, the Eagle, and Mary, with which he failed from

rOrient the 19th of July 1738. The 26th of November he got

into 35 degrees South latitude and 344.° longitude from the

French meridian. Here he began to meet witli fogs, which con-

tinued almoft conftantly wliile the two (hips remained in com-

pany. They were often fo thick, that the Eagle's crew could not

difcover the Mary at the diftance of mufquet fhot; fo that

they had the greatcft difficulty to keep together. The 3d of

December, being in 39 degrees 20 minutes latitude, and 351
longitude, they began to difcover fome fea-weed, and more birds

than ordinary, whiclrmade them imagine they were not far from

land : tiiey therefore took all the precautions necefTary in fuch

circumftances. The 5th, they found themfelves in 42 degrees 40
minutes latitude, and 354* longitude. Tiie 7th, in 44 latitude,

and 355 longitude. The loth, 44" latitude, and the firft meri-

dian, where feveral geographers place the neareft point of the

Southern Continent. The J2th, they made 7 degrees longitude;

the 15th, 4B degrees, 50 minutes latitude, which is equal to that

of Paris, in 7° longitude. Here they law ice, which they looked

uiKJu as a certain indication of land. Tliey even obferved .1

change
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change in the colour of the Tea, and faw a great number of
Puffins, and other birds, feveral of which flapped their wings,

like land birds. They perceived Penguins alfo, an amphibious
bird, a defcription of which is given in my journal. In proportion
as they got farther to the South, the ice increafed. The i6th
they faw Penguins again, and a fea wolf j the fogs and ice pre-
vented their rifing to the 54th degree of latitude before the laft

day of December. At length, on the firft of January, about three

in the afternoon, they difcQvered a high land, covered with fnovv,

and very foggy, which they took for a large head-land, and called

it Cape Circumcifion. It lies, according to the account of the Sieur
Bouyet, in 54 degrees South latitude, and from 27 to 28 degrees
longitude from the French meridian. Tiie 6th, they faw a pro-
digious quantity of birds, of a very, fine white, and of the fize

of pigeons : they thought they faw land at the diftance, of one
or two leagues. The next day they perceived a new land, nearly
North North Ead: of Cape Circumcifion. They continued in

fearch of it till the 9th, at four in the morning, when tiie

weather being fair and the fog gone off, they found that the
luppofed land was nothing more than a mift.

From the time they came within fight of land, they had reaped
no other benefit from it than that of concluding, that it extentlcd
from eight to ten leagues E. N. E. and from fix to fcven leagues
Eafl-. They had not been able to difcover even, whether vvhat
they faw was an ifland, or whether it made part of the Con-
tinent. At length the bad weather came on, the feafon was
advanced, and the crew were in a bad ftate of health. All thefe

confiderations induced M. de Lozier Bouvet to take the refolntion

of going to fee for fome place to put in at, which might be more
eafy and more convenient for their landing. He took his coui fc

with a view of finding the place vvliere Gonneville had landed

;

which, according to the account of it, is fituated in a latitude

equal to that of fome of the provinces of France. The nioft

northern lie in 51 degrees, which is the latitude of theMalouine
Iflands. He made therefore for the parallel fiom 51 to 52, and

paiicd
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palTcd it with the fame inconveniencies, without reaping any kind

of advantage. They reckoned themfelvesin 51° longitude, when
they were really in 55", as they found on landing at the Cape of

Good Hope. They kept the Cape to the North of them, and

continued that courfe till the 5th of Februarv, when he two

veflels feparated, the Mary fleering for the C vith M. Bouvet,

and the Eagle for the ifle of France with Mi. Hay.

M. Bouvet left the Cape of Good Hope the 31ft of March, on
his return to France, and in his route faw Trinity Ifland in 351
degrees longitude from the meridian of TenerifF, and 348° 30'

from the French meridian, 20 degrees 20 minutes latitude. He
likewife faw the ifle of Afcenfion, which he places in 349 degrees

longitude. He fays, that Trinity Ifland is, without that name,

very well defcribed by the Flambeau Anglois. After we had got,

fays M. Bouvet, within gun fliot of this ifland, wc law three-

fourths of it diftinflly. It is properly fpeaking, nothing more
than a rock inacceflible on all fides. There are four littlt iflands

between 8 and 9 leagues Eaft of it. Oliver de Noort, who had

the command of four Dutch fliips in 1^99, followed this parallel

of 20 degrees 20 minutes from this ifland as far as the coaft of

Brazil, and found no other in his courfe. This has made it

imagined, that what is called Martin de Vaz's Ifland, and the

Ifland of Afcenfion are the fame with Trinity Ifland*, which

goes under thefe three different names. We have been more
fortunate in our enterprize than M. Bouvet was in his. The
fettlement we made at the Malouine Iflands would anfwer all the

purpofes of that he defigned to make on the Southern Continent,

if

1

Hi

,,
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if the India Company's (liips would take their route by thu

South Sea to China, the Philippine Iflands, Sec. and for the

South Sea trade. The author of Anfon's Voyage exprefTes him-

I'elf upon this point in the following manner, page 54 & feq.

4to edition, printed for Charles Anthony Jombert. " I have

proved above, that all our future expeditions to the South Seas

niuft run a confiderable rifque of proving abortive, vvhilft we arc

under the ncceflity of touching at Brazil in our paflage thither -,

an expedient therefore, that might relieve us from this difficulty,

would furely be a fubjedt worthy of the attention of the public."

We may add, that this port is ico far from the neareft that can

be found in tlie South Sea to be of fufficient advantage. We put

into St. Catherine's as well as Admiral Anfon: we had not

indeed, like him, rea'fon to complain of the reception we met

with } on the contrary, we owe our acknowledgements to the

Governor, as will be feen in this journal j but the other incon-

veniences of this harbour are fuch as he has reported them. The
unhealthy air and perpetual fogs, which are found there, are

enough to create a difguft.

" The beft method of cfFe6ting this, (fays the fame author)

would without doubt be by a dil'covery of fome place more to

the fouthward, where Ihips might refrefli, and fupply themfelves

with the necellary fea flock for their voyage round Cape Horn.

And we have in reality the imperfect knowledge of two places,

which might perhaps, on examination, prove extremely con-

venient for this purpofe : the firft of them is Fepys's Ifland * in

the latitude of 47 degrees South, and laid down by Dr. Halley

about eighty leagues to the eaftward of Cape Blanco, on the

coafl: of Patagonia ; the fecond is Falkland's liles in the latitude

of 51° '}- nearly South of Pepys's Uland. The firil of thefc was

dilcovered

* In the fecond voyage to the Malouines M. de Bougainville endeavoured for

feviral days, without fucccfs, to find this fuppoi'ed Pepys's Ifland : the fame
attempt was made in the third voyage, and proved equally unfucccfsful.

[ Note of the tran/lator. The original Englifti fays 51" |. The rcll, there being.

110 very material difFcrcnce, is copied verbatim from the uriginal.
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dircoveied by Captain Cowley in his voyage round the World,
in the year 1686, who repiefcnts it as a commodious phuc tor

fl>ips to wood and water at ; and fays, it is j)rovided with a very

good and capacious harbour, where a thoitfand fail oi fhips

might ride at anchor in great fafety •, that it abounds with fowls,

and as the fliore is either rocks or fand, it lecms to promife great

plenty of fi(h."

This reafoning appears to be merely conjechiral, and very

boldly advanced on the part of Captain Cowley. It is eafy to

convince one's felf of this by reading his relation, fnicc he fays

in fo many words, that the bad weather hindered hit landing there^

he not having been able to put his longboat to fea. If then he really

did fee it, it was only in his paffage, as many navigators have a

multitude of other idands and continents, which are flill un-

known to us, as well in refpecl to the quality and produflions of

the foil as to the real fituation of their coads. Since this captain

dkl not go on*(hore there, how could he know, that it is a good

place to water at ? Perhaps there is no frefli water. As to wood,

have been deceived by appearances in running along th 3we
coaft of the Malouines: we thought we faw fome, and after

landing, thefe appearances vaniihed into cornflags, a fort of rufli

or plant with long, flat, ftrait leaves, which grows on a hillock

of three feet in heighth at leaft, and the leaves cludering toge-

ther form, as they riie from the hillock, an eminence of fix or feven

feet. See the extxaft from the Sieur Alexander Guyot's journal

at the end of this work.

" The fecond place, or Falkland's Ifles, (proceeds the Ad-
miral) have been feen by many fliips both French and Englifl}^

being the land laid down by Frezier in his chart of the extremity

of ijouth America under the title of the new ijlands. Woods
Rogers, who ran along the N. E. coaft of thefe ifles in the year

170^, tells us, that they extended about two degrees in length,

and appeared with gentle defcents from hill to hill, and feemed

to be good ground with woods and harbours (fee what we have

&icl iu relation to this in the preceding paragraph). Either of

thefe
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thcfc places, as they arc idands at a confiderable diftance from
the Continent, may be llij^pofed from their latitude, to lie in a
climate fufficicntly temperate. It is true, they are too little

known to be at preCent recommended for proper places of re-

frcfliment for fliips bound to the fouthward : but if the admiralty
fliould think it advifeable to order them to be furveyed, which
may be done at a very fmall cxpence, by a veflel fitted out on
purpofe ; and if, on this examination, one or both of thefe places

fliould appear proper for the purpofe intended, it is fcarcely to

be conceived of what prodigious import a convenient fl-ation

might prove, fituated fo far to the fouthward, and fo near Cape
Horii. The Duke and Duchefs of Briftol were but thirt) liv©

days from their lofing fight of Falkland's Ifles to their ;niivnl at

Juan Fernandez in the South Seas : and as the returning hack is

much facilitated by the weftern winds I doubt not but a voyage
might be made from Falkland's Ifles to Juan Fernandez, and
back again in little more than two months."

If Woods Rogers only ran along the North Eaft coaft of
Falkland's or the Malouine Ifles, how could he know, that they
did not extend more than about two leagues ? We ran along only
one fide of the coafls of the principal ifland and found that it

extended more than three degrees from Eaft to North Eaft. It

is true, we obferved, that it is compofed of eminences with gentle
defcents from one to another, but the g^v^und did never appear
to us to be covered with wood, although we fteered clofe along
the fliore : we even doubted if there was any there, not having
been able to find it during the ftay we made in all the three
voyages.

D AN
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O F M Y

VOYAGE
TO T li E

MALOUINE ISLANDS,
WITH THE

Obfervjitions I made on the Inhabitants and on the

Natural Hiftory of the Places I met with in my Way.

1LEFT Paris the 17th of Augull 1763, at two o'clock in

the afternoon. Wc flopped at Pontchartrain, in expefla-

tion of M. d' Arboulin, at that time AdminiOrator General

of the ports in France, who was returning from his eftate at

Montigny to Paris. M. de Bougainville, his nephew, was de-

lirous of conlulting with him on the arrangements necefl'ary to

be taken relative to the cxpences attending the building the two
frigates, and the voynge we were going to undertake : M. d'Ar-

boulin had a large iliare in the undertaking. We waited for him
till near fevcn o'clock ; he came at laft, and after a conference of

about an hour let out for Paris, and we at the fame time for

St. Malo. We travelled tlic two following nigius and days,

ftoj^ping only at Rcnnes for a few hours in the middle of the

D 2 . day
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day to let the heat go off, whlcli was exceflive, and to faften one

of our wheels, the I'pokes of which could not be kept in the

nave. On Sunday, the 20th, about two in the morning, we
arrived at Beaufejour. This is a very pretty country feat, fituated

at one end of St. Servant. M. Bougainville de Nerville, coufin-

german to M. de Bougainville, had arrived there five days be-

fore us, and waited our coming. We drank but one glafs of

cyder and ran to bed, having more defire to fleep than eat.

M. Duclos Guyot, who liad been pitched upon to command
the Eagle frigate, under the orders of M. de Bougainville, came
to meet us at Beaufejour, with fome cf the officers who were to

embark with us. I palled my time in feeing the towns of St.

Malo and St. Servm.t, and the environs, till the 25th, when we
went to Foi t Solidor, for the ceremony of baptiHng our two
frigates, which was performed with the ufual folemnities. All

the officers and failors, who were to embark in them, were on
board. M. N. chaplain and diredtor of the hofpital of St. Sa-

viour, in the town of St. Malo, faid mafs on board the Eagle^

and performed all the ceremonies cuflomary upon fuch occafions.

The two frigates, anchored clofe by each other, gave a general

falute at the beginning of the mafs, and another at the end during,

the prayer for the King.

The next day, Don Jamin, prior of the Bcnedi£lines of the

convent of St. Benoit, with whom I had been much connedted,

while he was profeflbr of divinity in the abbey of St. Germaia

des Pres at Paris, entertained M. de Bougainville, MefT. Duclos

Guyot, Chenart de la Gyraudais, de Belcourt, Lieutenant of in-

fantry, r Huillicr de la Serre, Engineer, and myfelf, at^dinner.

We embarked our baggage, beds, and other neceflaries for the

voyage, and the 29th we lay on board. It was the fni^ of Sep-

tember before every thing was embarked.

By five o'clock that morning we left Solidor, with a briflc wind

to N. W. in the frigate Eag/e, with a crew of 100 men, mount-

ing 20 guns, pierced for 24, commanded by the Sieur Duclos

Guyot of St. Malo, Captain of a fircfliip, in company with the

(loop
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floop Sphinx, crew 40 men, mounting 8 guns and 6 fwivels,

commanded by the Sieur Chcnart de la Gyraudais of St. Malo,

Lieutenant of a frigate, both under the command of M. de

Bougainville, Knight of St. Louis, Colonel of infantry, and

Captain of a Ihip : at ten in the morning we were in the road

of Ranee, or St. Malo.

We were only waiting for a favourable wind to fet fail the

next morning, the 2d of September, when three or fom perfons

ef St. Malo raued difficulties at the Admiralty upon our depar-

ture. M. de Bougainville, having received notice of it, went on
fliore to St. Malo, appeared at the Admiralty, and anfwered

every objection fo fully, that judgment was given in his favour.

Thinking, however, that it was proper to inform the miniftry

of this tranfaftion, he fent off a courier with difpatchcs at two
in the morning, Sunday the 4th. The courier, who was his

own fervant, made fo much hafte, that he returned to St. Malo,

with an anfwer, in fifty-nine hours from his fetting off.

On the 8th at night, being the nativity of the Virgin, the-

wind appearing at S. S. W. orders were given to unmoor, which
was accordingly done by one in the morning, and at half paft

fix we fet fail, the gale continuing freflu

We kept under fail the 9th, and after having cleared the har-

bour, the wind being got about to S. W. and veering more
and more to Weftward, as we approached Cape Frehel, we came
to anchor about noon. The floop Sphinx followed our example.

Our two frigates were then in the fame fituation in which the

Englifli fleet was at the affair of St. Cas, where they were fo

roughly handled. This anchorage is by no means fecnre : many
fliips have been loft here.

While we remained herr, I took the opportunity of putting

into a fmall caflc, which held about fix gallons of water, a com-
pofition of M. Sequin's, to preferve water from fpoiling in long

voyages. A chymift had given another, for the fame purpofe, to

M. de Bougauville. It was a parte of a greyifli caft; which
feemed to be made of clay, and the powder of crude antimony.

Somo:
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Some laid, there was a mixture of crude mercury in it. Bat, as

M. dc Bougainville did not fliew it to me before we got on

Iioard, I did notanalyfe itj and he, under tliv. uncertainty he was

in with rcrjK6l to xht ingredients, was, not very dofircus of tiyiiig

the effects of it. For myfclf, as I knew the compofition of M.
Scqui'.i's drug, whicli is noiliing but fpirit of fait, and that,

at tlie fam3 time, it prcferves the water from corruption, an<f

rendcri it more vv.holcfome and ufeful in preventing or curing the

fciu'vy,; I made no fcruple of ir^iiig it.. What were the clTedts of

it will be feen in the feq^ej,-.;
.^:^.f..[ V

.

•^'^hA^ f.v^
The ijth wc got again i^aer fail, and the winfl'l)''ihg '(liTJt'

contrary, got fight of the light-houfe of Frehel th'j ijiii, at the

dirtance of about four leagues: on the iSth v.'o rcfolvcd to come,

to a.ncn.or. Accordingly we flood in to fhore : the Sphinx did

the fame; and, after much difficulty in weatheiiuiJ the cafllc of

la Lait3, we anchored about .two in the, afternoon. , "

As \\\c fca was hecoinc very calm, and the wind tolerably

fjuitt, by nine this morning, M. Bougainville, Meff. dc Bel-

court, I'Huiliier,. Donat, de la Gy(-ai' ais Captain of the Sphinx

and myffir, l^ad been tQ.-the id^jind ^^oi tu flioot rajjbits ; but

we law only two in the courfc of, three hours.. As I "had no

other game in view than the finding of plants, or other curiofi-

tics, that might happen to lye in niy way, I amufcd myfelf with

])icking up the feeds of radiflics, or wild liorfc radifli, and fomc

ihells. Towards noon, we began to find ourfclves hungry, wc
had kiijv^l nothing, and were, at a lofs for our diniKr. U])oii

this wo called a council, and it was r(i;p:)lved to go and beg a dihr

ner of the prior of Si;. Jacut. Wc vyeat immediately into our

])oat, and got to the abu^y about two o'clocl;. Theprior, and

the other Benedicliu(,'s, my brcthien, rjCCvived, ns in the mofl

obliging niamur, and treated us .with. the fame hoi'pitality, which

we luul uKt wiiii the fixih cf this nioiuli, when w.e.dined five

or fix of us with liie prior of BencdiClineG at St. Malo. The
piior of St. Jacut had dined on boa;d the Engle the 15th, and

M. de Boiigainvjilc had doiie the honouis in tlic bcil manner.

:s As
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As foon as dinner was over at St. Jacut, I put the prior in mind

of the offer he had made us of greens from their garden. He,

with great civility, gave us leave to take what we pleafed, and

we loaded our boat with cabbages and leeks.

On the 2oth, at one 'n the afternoon, we (hipped our boats,

wind at S. S. W. briflc gale, inclinable to fqualls. By three we
were under fail. After doubling the point of the caflle of

la Latte, we found the vvind at N. W. fo came to anch'-r again.

At nine in the evening we had a violent f(|uall of wind, vvhicli

Lfted above half an hour. During this, in Acadian, one of

our paffengers, ftood on the forecaftle with his arms folded, and,

while the crew were all employed, kept looking on with tlie ut-

moft compofure. M. de Bougainville, to whom a complaint

had been made of this vcfy man a few days before for the fame

kind of behaviour, and who had fpoke to him about it, could

not now refrain for giving him a reprimand. The Acadian,

without returning an anfwer, went below deck, and there ex-

claimed loudly againft this treatment to his wife, his father, and

two other Acadian families, which were likewife padengers, ad>

vifing them to follow his example $ for after all, fays he, we were

not hired, nor taken on board to work our paflage, but as vo-

lunteers and paffengers ; and, for my part, I would much rather

have ftaid in France, than have embarked on fuch conditions.

All this difcourfe was reported to M. de Bougainville, who
was piqued at it, and with reafon. Thefe Acadian families had

lived at St. Servant, and St. Malo^ ever fmce th^ Englifli took

Acadia from us. The King allowed them fo much a head, in the

fame manner as his regular troops ; and thefe families had fcarce

any other refource than this (ort of pay and their own labour,

M.de Bougainville offered to take them on board with him, and to

carry them to a country where 'he would give them a landed pro-

perty, and many other advantages, which they could never expedl

in France. He had even furnillied them with goods and money in

advance. Upon the report that was made to him of tl,ic difcourii?.

of this Acadian, he faid, there was nothing more to be clone than

to
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to fet them on fhore, and fend them back to St. Servant ; fincc

they were fond of mifcry, they might go there and enjoy it. As
foon as this was told to the other families, it made fo great an

impreffion on them, that the women buift into tears, and the

men upbraided the Acadian, who had been the caufe of it, and

a difagreement among them enfued. Of this M. de Bougain-

ville was foon infoimed. The next day, theaift, after prayers,

he called them all before him; there are, faid he, fbme difcon-

tented perfons among you, who repent of having embarked with

me. I do not require you to do the duty of common failors : 1

did not take yoa on board with me upon that footing ; but, at

the fame time, I did not mean that you ihould confider your-

felves as mere pafTcngers, and not lend a hand upon occafion.

You are at liberty to go back to St. Malo, St. Servant, or what-

ever place you think fit ; you have only to fpeak, and you will

be fet on fliore immediately.

The Acadian and his father declared, they chofe to return to

St. Servant. The two other families defired to go the voyage.

Early in the afternoon the father, the fon and his wife were

landed near St. Caft, with their effefls -, and M. de Bougainville,

out of charity, left them *he money he had obtained ini advance

for them from the King. The other two families were rejoiced

at this feparation and congratulated each other upon their depar-

ture. The wife was of a peevifh temper, and her hufband was

fo jealous of her, that he would fcarce leave her an inftant j he

watched even her flighteft motions, and would infallibly have

difturbed the good underftanding they were defirous of preferv-

ing among themfelves. A perfeft union prevailed between the

two families, that made the voyage with us, and were landed

and fettled by us on the Malouine Iflands. One of them con-

fided of a man, his wife, two children, one a boy of three years

old, the other a girl of one year, and two fitters of the wife, one

twenty, and the other fevcnteen. The other family was com-

poled of a man, his wife, a boy of four years old, and the wife's

fitter.

W
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lifter, about fixteen. The wife was ready to lie in, when wc
left the ifland on our return to France.

In the morning of the 23d of September, the wind got to E. N. E.

an eafy gale. As it fecmed ftcddy in that point, M. Dudos our

Captain made a fignal to bring in our long-boat, and yawl, which

were on fliore, the long boat to get water, and the yawl to fetch

the failors, and the women that walhed the linen. M. de Bou-

gainville, M. de Belcourt, M. THuillier, and M. Donat were out

in purfuit of game, near two leagues up the country, and pro-

pofed to dine at the Cadle of la Latte, where M. Mailclair antf

myfelf expefted them till half paft two, M. Duclos feeing that

none of them came on board fired a gun, which haftened the

return of our fportfmen ; but as the time prefled, and they had

dined in the country, they woiUd not make any Aay at the caftld

of la Latte. We fent the dinner on board again, where M.
Mauclair, and I contented ourfelves with a fmgle glafs till

fupper.

At three, fignal was given to the Sphinx to weigh anchor.

At fix, our boats being embarked, we fet fail from Cape Frehel j

and after feveral tacks to double the caftlc of la Latte, at nine

we were North and South of the point of the Cape.

On Monday, the 25th, about four in the afternoon, we threw

out a line with a double hook. The hook was fcarcely in the

water, before a fifh, in fliape and colour refembling a mackrel,

bit at it, and was taken. It weighed about thirty pounds, and

had not two handfuls of entrails, liver, &c. All the reft was folid

flefli, like that of the thunny, of which it had the colour and

flavour. An excellent foup was made of it the next day. Seve-

ral dices of it were brought up with different fauces, and we
found it very good : it is fomevvhat dry, but not fo much as the

bonito. It is called by the French, Grand-Oreillc.

The hook, with which it was caught, was not baited with

flefti, fifli, or any infeflr It is compofed of two ftems of iron,

about the thicknefs of the quill of a pen, fattened together. They
<:ova- this double (hank with tow, fo as to give it the form of a

£ fpindle

:
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fpindlc : the tow is covered with a piece of ftrong white cloth

and a plate of lead j to this they join two or four white feadiers

from the wing of a goofe or fowl, placing them in fuch a man-
ner as to refemble fins when extended. In this ftate, the hook
has nearly the appearance of a flying fi(h. The end of the

fhank is turned in a ring, through which they put a brafs wire

of almofl the fame thicknefs, and about two feet and a half in

length ; the whole of this is thrown into the water, being faftened

to a cord about the thicknefs of one's little finger, and of the

length of twelve fathom. One end of this cord is faftened to the

flern of the fhip ; the other, where the hook is, drags at a great

diHance in the track of the fhip.

We continued our voyage for feveral days without any thing

remarkable, wind varying, and weather generally ftormy. We
faw feveral fhips at a dillance, which we took to be on their

return from the cod fifliery on the banks of Newfoundland. One
of them brought to, and (poke with us.

On the 2d of Oftober, about nine in the morning, we defcried

a veflel without mails, and bore down upon her in order to give

her what afTiftance we could. At ten we fpoke with her. She

proved to be a Dutch Merchantman • of Amfterdam ; (lie was-

coming from Curafol, and meeting with a gull of wind at about

a hundred leagues from Bermudas, they were obliged to cut

away the mizzen and main mad. We inquired if they were in

want of any thing ; they anfwered, that they had five French-

ladies on board whom they were carrying to France, but that

they could not put their boat to fea. We acquainted them, that

we were juft come from France, and fliould not return thither

for feveral months, for which reafon we could not take charge

of the ladies ; but if they were in want of any thing elfe, they

might come and fetch it. They again told us, that they could.

not put their boat to fea. The fea indeed ran high, and we not

caring to expofe ours to it, wilhed them a better voyage and!

continued our courfe S. W. .' W..

6 The;
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The 5th, at break of day we difcovered a fail. We were in

thofe latitudes, where the Sallee Rovers fometimcs cruize j and

we knew, they had a Frigate at fea, called the Bird, of 36 guns

and 300 men, which the Englifli had fold to the Salletines, and

they had given the command of it to a renegade captain of

Prdvence, a good feaman and of approved courage. They had

alfo a floop of 12 guns and a hundred men. In confequence of

this, the commandant of our two frigates had ilfued out orders,

that they might be able to z6t in concert, in cafe of an attack.

The plan of the engagement was fixed up ; the guns and fmall

arms were prepared; every man repaired to the poft allotted

him, and we bore down. It was fettled, that if this was the

Salletine frigate, the Sphinx (hould hoift Englifli colours, and

feem to make 11 the fail fhe could to get under the fire of the

frigate, to avoid falling into our hands. We in confequence

were to hoifl French colours, and make a fhew of purfuing the

Sphinx, firing at her at the fame time as if to bring her to. As
foon as the Salletine frigate fhould be got between the Sphinx

and us, the Sphinx was to hoifl French colours, and then make
her a compliment of her whole broadftde, fo that flie fhould find

herfelf between two fires. It was hoped, that by this manoeuvre,

we might make up for our want of numbers, and fhatter her fo

by a vigorous attack, that fhe fhould be obliged to flrike.

Our men were brave fellows, and difplayed at this time an air

of gaiety and refolution. They had indeed a great confidence in

the fkill and courage of our captains, and other ofiicers, with

whom they had made cruizes in the lafl war, and under whofe

command they had taken many prizes, and had even made
themfclves matters of fome Englifh (hips at clofe quarters.

As we neared the fhip we had feen, we thought we could

difcover that fhe was Englifh built. But as we knew, the

Englifli had fold feveral fhips to the Salletines j and this, not-

withftanding we bore down upon her, hoifled no colours, we
took her for a Salletine fcout. On this we fired a gun, and ad-

vanced upon her. Still flie hoifted no colours. We now fired a

E 2 loaded
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line, baited with the figure of a flying fi(h. Thefe weighed each

of them about twenty pounds , the pilot was not more than eight

inches long.

The 14th, being between 29' and 30° latitude, we expe6led to

meet with the trade winds, of which we had hitherto had no

figns. Some of our Tailors, who had the mofV experience, had

affured us they were commonly found under this parallel. M. de

Bougainville was fo impatient for them, that he never flirred out

of his cabin without going to examine the compafs. He was

obliged however to put up with fuch winds as happened to blow.

At two in the afternoon, the Sphinx, which was to caftward

of us, attracted our attention by hoifting a white flag at the

foremall head, which was the fignal agreed upon in cafe of feeing

land. We anfwered her with the fame fignal, and found it to

be Palm Ifland, the farthefl: to the North Wefl: of the Canary

Iflands. It bore E. S. E. of us by the compafs, and appeared to

us, at about 15 or 18 leagues didance, in the form it is reprc-

iented in the plate.

We difcovered another at the fame time, more to the South

Weft, which exhibited nearly the figure B.

Tlie fight of thefe Iflands was of ufe in correcting our reckon-

ings and obfervations, and we found that vvc were about ze
leagues farther Weft than we had reckoned.

The 16th, at three in the afternoon, we made a fignal to the

Sphinx, that we were going to make all our fail ; which we had

not hitherto done fince our departure, in order that (he might be

able to keep up with us. The Sphinx was not near fo faft a

failer as our fliip, and had kept us back at leaft a hundred,

leagues j but we did not choofe to quit company foonei*, for fear

of meeting with the Sallee Rovers, which would have required

our mutual alliftance to extricate us from them. At this time

that we had got out of the latitudes, in which they cruize, we
refolved to ftretch away for the place of rendezvous ; that by

arriving there as foon as poflible, we might have all the refrtftu

ments,



JA JOURNAL OF MY VOYAGE

:.

m

ments, which the Sphinx might Hand in need of, ready againft

her coming in, by which means our (lay might be (liortened.

As loon as the Sphinx had anfwered our fignal, we fet more
fails, the wind blowing frefli, and by fix o'clock in the evening

flie was at lead three leagues a Aern of us } and before next

morning we loft fight of her.

On the i8th and 19th, we faw a great number of flying fidies.

They were purfucd by thunnies and gold fifli, which fprang three

or four feet out of the water to feize them. We threw out

feveral hooks, but not one of them would bite.

During great part of both thefe days, our weather had been

very ilormy and the fea ran high. On the morning of the 20th,

a calm fucceecied, with fome rain at intervals.

Thefe calmi and the winds which never blew frefh, and were

continually changing, did not promife us a fhort trip. We
began all of us to be impatient at not meeting with the trade

winds, which would have been fo ufeful, and were fo much the

obje6t of our wiflies. M. de Bougainville particularly exclaimed

aigainft all former navigators, who have laid it down as a cer-

tainty, that thofe winds never fail to blow in thefe latitudes.

He told us, that, as we had experience of the contrary, he was

refolved on his return to Paris, to prefent a memorial to the

Academy of Sciences, to prove the non>exiftence of trade winds;

at leaft, the little dependence that navigators ought to have on

what is related of their conftant influence.

The 21ft in the afternoon, we faw a great number of flying

fifhes, and of their enemies the bonitos, gold filh, and thunnies.

The morning of the 22d prefented us with about half a fcore

of flying fifli, which attempting to fly over the frigate had fallen

foul of the fails, and dropped upon deck. They were drefled

for dinner, and we found them extremely good and very delicate

eating. I kept one in order to paint it from the life, the figure

of it is to be fotmd in the plate.

This tifli in thefe latitudes is of a fine blue on the back, which

fades or grows flronger infenfibly towards the bottom of the

belly,
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belly, where the colour is a blue with a filvcr caft. ha wings

are fins of a greater length, which in general extend as far as

the tail, but in fome do not reach farther than to the middle of

the body} though the filh is of the fame fliape, length and

thicknefs. The one, whofe figure is reprefented in the plate, was

about ten inches from one extremity to the other.

On the 23d in the afternoon, fome of the failors feeing a-

number ef thunnies, got on the prow of the frigate with a

harpoon, and caught one of them, which weighed 72 pounds.

On a clofe examination of it, I perceived fome animals flicking,

and as it were glued upon its ears. See the figure of them in

their natural fize in the plate. The figure marked D is the

upper part of the animal, which refembled a compofition of

firings of catgut almofl tranfparent. Its eyes were two little

black fpots placed above the mouth B. They fallen themfelves

on the thunny by means of two legs marked C, and two others-

confiderably fmaller marked D.

I took fome fea water and put it in a clean glafs tumbler, that'

I might keep this animal alive and fee its motions. I perceived'

in this water a black fpot, which at firft I took for a fpeck of

dirt } but when I attempted to take it out with the end of my
finger, 1 obferved the fuppoied atom to avoid my touch, and plunge

under water. I attended to its motions, and found it to be a

living creature of the flruclure and fize defcribed in the plate.

It was a fpecies of cylinder formed by ten rings, fo flight and
tranfparent, that it was necefTary to put the glafs between the

light and the eye of the obibrver in order to perceive it. It

fwam by means of two long fibres B B, and two others that are

almofl imperceptible C, which in gathering up and lengthening

out again, gave the rings of the cylinder a motion perfe6lly cor-

refponding to that of a quail-pipe, or a powder-machine ufcd by

hair-dreflTers. The body A, was of a violet colour towards C,

and of a light brown towards B B'.

We faw likewife a grsat quantity of flying fifli, and we caught

with- a hook a bonito and a pilot, which I have painted from

the. life..

The.
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I'he naturalifts pretend, on the authotity no doubt of Tome

fcamcn, that the pilot always goes before the (hark, and that

it is for this reafon that fifli has obtained the name of the pilot,

a.« being diredor of the other's couifc. For my own part, I

have fometimes ohforved one or two pilots before or after each

iliai k we caught -, but we have often feen pilots without fharks,

as well as (harks without pilots.

Father Feuillce, p. 173, confounds the pilot with the fucking

fifli, and makes them both the fame. « The fliarks, fays he,

me accompanied by little fiflies, which keep continually wich

them, and choofe rather to fliare their fate than to abandon

them } they fwim always a head of them, at fuch a diilance

that the (harks cannot catch them, which has procured them the

name of piluts. W^e did not catch a tingle (liark without find-

ing feme of thefe fmall fi(hes (licking to his back, by*means of

a yeilowini, cartilaginous membrane of a circular form, which

they have on the top of their heads : this membrane has an
infinite number of fmall holes filled with fibres, which, to all

appearance, ferve to draw from the (kin of the (hark fome fub-

(taiice for their nourilhment.

The fame author allows the (liark but three rows of teeth,

one of which, he fays, is compofed of triangular teeth, and thefc

are of a greater length than the others; I have counted feven

rows of tliem in the mouths of all the fharks we took, all of

them moveable and triangular. Nor were the fuckers of thefe

fucking fifli of a circular, but of an elliptical form, fuch as is

riefcribed in the figure I ha- e; given of them in the fcquel.

The 24th the fame winds c ;ntinued, which we had had for

fome days. Thefe were in. ia^A, the trade winds we had fo long

looked out for, under vvhicli name are comprehended all thofc

which blow from S. S. E. through the eafterly point to N. N. E.

incluiive. Thefe are the moft favourable winds that can blow,

for fliips bound from Europe to South America, the windward

and Iccwaid (Hands, and the Gulph of Mexico.

About eight in the morning on the 25th, w-e had fight of

land on our (larboard fide. At noon, we judged it to be the

7 Idand



TO THE MALOUINE ISLANDS. »5

Ifland of Bonavifta, one of the Cape de Veid Iflands, fitiintcd

North Eaft of St. Jago, the largeft and moft: populous of thofe

ifles. It .bore North Welt of us, about nine leagues : the fi^iu-j

of it, in the moll extenfive view we had, appeared according to

the repiefentation in the plate.

This ifland, like the reft, abounds in wild horfcs, goats, and
feveral other animals, notwithftanding the foil is rocky .ind

barren. It is feen at a great diftance by means of its white cliffV,

from which circumftance it derives its name.

We now found that wc were near twenty leagues farther eaft-

ward than our reckoning.

The wind blowing frefli from N. E. to N. N. E. accompanied
with fine weather, afforded us a view of another of the Cape de
V.-rd Iflands, about four o'clock in the afternoon, which goes by
the name of Mayo's Ifland. The foil here likewife is rocky and
barren. There are ncverthelefs a great number of bulls, cows^

goats and afles. A confiderablc quantity of fait alfo is made
here. The air is hot and unhealthy. The moft fouthern point
of the ifland bore S. W. ^r W. and the moft northern W. ^ S. W.
of us, and the whole appeared as exhibited in the plate.

The 27th, after having had fome lightning in the night, and
in the morning a cloudy flcy, with a high fea, and a fquall of
wind at half paft ten, fucceeded by a ftorm at E. S. E. which
was of fhort duration, the wind came about to the ufual points
with an eafy gale j and about three in the afternoon, we caught
a bonito, which weighed forty pounds.

The 28th and 29th, proved very ftormy, but notwithftanding
this we were not driven out of our courfe.

On Sunday the 30th, in the morning, the flcy cleared up and
the wind came fair again.

At eight o'clock, Peter Lainez of St. Malo, a cabbin boy,
about twelve years of age, going into the forecaftle fell over-
board, witiiout nny one's knowing how the accident happened.
The fecond mate, who was going a ftern, feeing him float along
the ftarboard fide, cried out immediately, that there was one of

F the
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tiie crew overboard. Wc ran at this time four knots an hour,

with a quarter wind. They threw out a plank (llrcctly from

the ftcrn gallery, and wliatever die was at hand either wf board

or any otlcr buoyant materials, in hopes the poor fvilow niig!>t

be able to reach Ibme one of them, and keep himfelf by that

means above water, till the boat could be put out to take him
up. The whole crew was in motion, a'iU ^.V' ry poiTible means

were ufcd to ftop the fhip. Many ra'a up the main mart, others

got on the quarter deck, all inttnt on looking for, and difcoveE-

ing the cabbin boy. After this, the boat was put to fea, though

it was then very rough ; it was manned with fix ftout failois,

under the command of the mate, who went in fearch of the

cabbin boy to the right and left, wherever they thought they had

a chance of finding him, to the dirtance of half a league from

the fliip, but without fucccfs. When tliey had been out about

three quaiters of an hour, a fignal was made for the return of

the boat, whicli was effefted with much difficulty. We re-

cnibaiked her, and continued our route.

The nauies of the crew were then called over, in order to find

out who Wis the perfcn miffing ; for we did not yet I.now that

it was the cabbin boy I have juft now mentioned. He was ti.e

only one, that did not appear. They locked in his hammock
and fearched the whole fliip over for him, and net finding him

any where, it was cafy to conclude, that this Peter Lainez was

the ha'id we had loft.

At four in the afteinoon, after vefpcs, the doaths of the

dcceafed cabbin boy, an inventory of winch had been taken in

the morning, were fold by auflion. Ocir commandar.t, M. de

Bougainville, bought almoft every thing, and dilliibuttd them

gratis among the cabbin boys, who were leaft in a comliticn to

procure any for themltlves. The fale amounted to fifty crowns.

The 3 J ft, the weather was ftormy at intervals, each ftorm

being fucceeded by an almoft dead calm. During thd'e calms

we caught, in Icfs than two hours, two fliaiks, which weighed

about a hundred pounds each. Thty had both of ihtm tii>ics

nicking
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fticking to their bodies near the head. Th'fe fifli are called

fucking fifh. I painted one after the life, in two figures j the fii fi

fliews th;; fide of the fucker, which is upon the head i the otlirr

figure cprefents the bdly of the fifli. It was fcven inches in

length.

A few hours before, fome hundred porpoifes, whofe figure

may be fecn in the plate, made their appearance within pillol

fliot, and feemed as if they had come on purpofe to amufe us.

They fprang out of the water in an extraordinary manner.

Several of them in cutting their capers, leaped at leaft three or

four feet high, and turned round not lefs than three times in the

air, as if they had been on a fpit. One may judge from hence

of the ftrength of this fifh.

On the 2(1 of November, at three in the afternoon, a llorm

rofe at South Ead attended with a heavy rain. During this

ftorm one of the failors brought me a flying fifli, eight inciies

and a half long, which had juft fallen on the forecaflle. We
had feen, before the florm came on, fhoals of thunnies ai^l

bonitos. They leaped out of the water, and made the fea foam,

as if they were fighting with each other.

On the 3d, a fliark of a middling fize, and about a hundred

and fifty pound weight, came a ftern of us. He bit at the bait,

as foon as it was offered to him. When he was railed out of

the water, he gave a fudden jirk, by which he difengaged himfcif

from the hook, leaving part of his jaw behind him. Not
difmaycd or difheaitcned by this lofs, the fliaik perceiving the

fame piece of bacon, which had been made ufe of as a bait f'^-

him the firft time, thrown out again, returned to it wuh the

fame greedincfs, and fwallowed at once not only the bacon, but

the piece of his jaw, without however being caught by the hook.

Another piece of bacon was immediately put on : the lliaik was

.vithout doubt very hungry, for he came ag\in to feize that.

But as at this time there was a dead calm, z^nd befides, this

fifli is neither wholefome nor palatable food, inikad of endea.

vouring to take him, we amufed ourfelves near an hour with

F 2 only
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only letting him fmell the b^ it. When he attempted to fwallow

it, \vc drew it fiiddenly cut of the water, and this was repeated

at Icnit a dozci times without producing the effedt, which is

fnid to be ih common upon tlitfc occafions, of making the lliaik

Ijirln^ o'.it of the water in order to feizc it.

Another thing I muft obferve, is, that I did not fee him turn

npon his back to fvallow the bait, but only a very little on one

lide. M. de lioiigainvilie, while we were amufing ourfclvcs in

this manner, fired at him twice with mufquet ball, but whether

he nuilld him, though almoft at the muzzle of his piece, or

vhcthcr the Ikin was too tough for the ball to penetrate, the

(liark was not in the lead difturbed in his motions by Jf, r-.

kept fv\ imming- round and round the ftern, and at lafc iV- ; !
•

lowed this fecond biit without being hooked. A fquall of wind

riling about this time, we left the fliark to employ himfelf

tlli-'where.

The 4tii and 5th, wc had ftorms and calms at intervals. The
6th, about ten at night, we had a fquall of wind, which cleared

the iky. At this time we faw fome ftars j a fight we had not

had for near a week, the Iky having been always gloomy and

covered.

The morning of the 7th, the fun rofe fine, but with feveral

clouds fcattered round it. Before it appeared, the rays darting

upon tlicfe clouds exhibited one of the moft beautiful fights in

the woild for variety and brightnefs of colours. I was mortified

more than can be imagined, not having it in my power to paint

fucii a day-bieak, which would have ntade a molt brilliant

piduic. I have cnly been able to prefervc a very imperfc^^l

ikctcii of a fctting fun, which we ah of us admired for near half

;;n hour. lint it is not poliible with water colours to execute

a pi(Jluic, upon which any exaft idea of it might be formed.

Tlietc colours are too faint to evprcfs the brilliancy and Uiftre,

v.itli vshith tlic borders of the clouds were illuminated by the

ravs of the iim. Oil colours would without doubt be kfs

ilckctive in tlie repiellntation ; but I had not any with me.

Bcfults,
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Befides, it would require a flcilful painter to execute ficli a

picture properly j and I have not that qualification.

The weather continuing fine and very hot, we had all the

hammocks between decks taken down, in order to dry the cloaths

of the crew, which had been all wetted in the rainy days. This
dampnefs of cloaths is a much more immediate caufe of the

fcurvy, and many other diforders, than the fait provifions which
are ufed at fea. A captain cannot pay too great an attention to

the preferving of cleanl nefs among his crew, and to the airing

of the hammocks, cotts, &c. if he would prevent difonicrs. Our
captain aflured me of the truth of this obfervation, from his

own experience m the different voyages he has made to China,
India, Peru, and Canada. He told me, he had always paid
ftiidl attention to this article, to which as well as to the clioice

of proper food, he attributed the general good health Jiis crews
had enjoyed during thofe voyages.

In the afternoon, we faw a large bird called by fome Goellan, or
Gull, and by others Caignard. At night a fingle fwallow came
and perched on the main maft yard, and the next morning con-
tinued flying round the fhip.

During the night feveral flying fifli dropped upon our deck.,

They were all of that fpecies, which have the fins, that ferve

them for wings, reaching to their tail.

At five in the morning of the 9th, a bird pretty nearly of the
fize of a pigeon, but fomething longer, conung to perch on the
forcmaft yard, one of the failors caught him in his hand. This
bird, which I have painted, and whofe figure in half the natural

fi/-e may be feen in the plate, is of a light brown inclining to

red, almofl: the colour of a nut. The large ft feathers of the
wing and tail, are of a darker browr, or raihc- blackifli. The.
bill is black, ftrait, and finall, piciced through in the middle,
with a fmall protuberance beio\", about tlic lLt.;';th of t!)e bird's

head. The upper part of ths head near the bill is white; it then
becomes of a pearl colour, growing deeper tov. aids the neck,

which is pretty long in proportion to its thickncls. The feet are

of
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cf a dark grey, webbed like thofe of water fowl. After having

made ufe of this bird in the manner I ihall mention hereafter,

M. de Bougainville gave him to me to paint. I put him in a

rTmall prefs in my cabbin, where I found him the next :by very

lively, and fo little alarmed at having been taken, that when I

fet him on my table, he put himfelf in the attitude, in which I

have drawn him. I gave him fome food, and he eat of if, flill

keeping in the fame poflurc, and continued fo for three days, by

which msans I had full time to paint him to the life. Some of

our fea r ''lid, it was a fpecies of the booby bl:d; becaufe it

fuffered ;., o be caught in the hand, and grew tame, as Toon

as it was tai,.v.n : but he had not however the crow bill, which

belongs to the booby, and has procured it the name of the duck

with the narrow bill. Our feamen gave the fame name to ano-

ther bird alfo, very much rclcmbling this, except that it has a

crooked bill, like that of a parrot.

About ten o'clock in the forenoon the fea appearing of a light

green cafl, inflead of its ufual blue, and the colour continuing

the fame at fix in the evening, we fufpe6led that this appearance

was occafioned by our being in the neighbourhood of fome land,

or flioal. We therefore too): the precaution of founding} but

though we founded with a hundred and twenty fathom of line,

we found no bottom. Thus we were freed from the apprehen-

sions we had entertained, and which arofe from an error of the

charts ; almofl all of them placing Brazil near fifty leagues far-

ther Wc(V, than it is found to be by -the obfervations of our

feamen. We refoived however to found a fecond time, if the

fea had continued of the Tame colour ; but as it appeared the

next morning of its ufual blue cad, we continued our courfe

without taking the trouble of founding.

Our mates, boatfwain, and thofe of the crew, who in former

voyages had palfcd the line, had for the lad week been making

preparations for the ceremony of Baptifm^ which is performed oa

he part and in the name of the Bm-bomme la ligne, to all thofe,

who

"fei;
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who have never before pafTed the line, without diftinction of

rank, or quality, or exception of perfon.

About feven o'clock, as we were at fupper, we heard the

fmacking of a whip, which announced to us the arrival of a

courier from the Bon-homme la ligne, according to cuftom, the

evening before the ceremony I juft now mentioned is to be per-

formed. This was the cockfwain properly equipped for a courier.

He knocked at the cabbindoor. >Ve called out, who is there?

A meflenger, f "s he, from the Bon-bomme la ligne, lord and

governor of thcfe latitudes. Let him in, fays M. de Bougainville.

The door was opened, the meflenger alighted, and came in,

leaving his equipage at the door. This equipage was formed by

two failors tied back to back, and going upon all fours. One of

them had on his head a fwab, to reprefent the tail of the beaft,

the other had one for the mane, and a mafic of pafteboard in

the fliape of a horfe's head. The furniture confifted of the quarter

cloths belonging to one of the boats ; that is to fay, of a carpet»

or large piece of blue cloth, adorned with flowers de luce made

ot yeUow fluff.

The meflenger being introduced addreflied our Commandant in

the following terms : " the Bon-homme la ligne, lord governor of

tbefe latitudes, underftanding, that the brave Chevalier de Bou-

gainville, commander of the Eagle frigate, is arrived in his do-

minions, has ordered me to com? and compliment him on his

part, to let him know with how much joy he hath received the

news of his arrival, to bring the beft wiflies for his health, and

to deliver him a letter, in which my mafler hath expreflTed his

own fentiments.

M. de Bougainville read the letter, which was conceived in the

following terms ; Brave Chevalier, your illuftrious aSiiom have ren-

dered the French name highly celebrated in Canada : your renown has

reached the latitudes over which I reign, on tbe'nvings offame, and

the hearts of my fuhje6is are fo filled with veneration for you, that the

gold fiPi awd bonitos, the thunnies and porpoifes as foon as they defcried

thefrigate Eagle, which you command^ came in J}}oals to me yejlerday

t9
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to announce your orrivaL 'the joy, ivifb which your prefence had
animated their hearts, they exprejjed by repeated bounds and leaps

t

•which they continued for a long time as they pajfed by your Jhip. I
fend this ambafador to notify to you my own particular Jhare in the

general joy, at the fame time that he delivers this letter into your

hands, and I hope to-morrow to acquaint you in perfon, how much I
am delighted with the vifit you fay me.

Signed Bon-homme la Lione."

Given at the 54tli minute of the firft degree of latitude, and in

29 degrees three minutes longitude, of my northern dominions,

the 9th day of November in the year of my reign, 7763.
M. de Bougainville, when he had read the letter, told the

envoy, that he expelled to have the honour of prefenting him-
felf before the Bon-homme the next day, and of giving an anfwer

to his letter in perfon. Let the courier drink, added he, and
take care of his horfe : it muft be a fine one j lead it in, I have

a gieat curiofity to fee it. The horfe was introduced curvetting,

tolling his head, pawing, and neighing. As it was poflible he

might be tired with his journey, and might be thirfty, a glafs of

wine was offered him, which he drank. The courier informed

us, that his horfe had two heads, one at his ftem and the other

at his fterit, upon which the head at his flern alfo was treated

with a glafs of wine.

The courier, before he retired, prefented to the commandant a

biid on the part of the Bon-homme la ligne, \\\q illuflrious pre-

fulent of theie latitudes having requefted ha acceptance of it as

a token of his goodwill and affe£lion. This was the bird which

they had juft before caught in the hand, and which I have men-
tioned above. But as we knew nothing of this at the time, we
were not a little furpiifed at the prcfent. We took it at firft for

an artificial bird, till by pecking with his beak he convinced us,

that he was not t»nly a real bird, but alfo in full vigour. On
examination, we found it to be a frefti water bird, which fcrved

only to increafe our furprize.

5 After

1

\

'^'

:
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After flipper, we aflembled on the quarter-deck, and danced

minuets, country dances, &c. to the tabor, and after tliat to two
violins till near ten o'clock, when we retired to our cabbins,

Thurfday, the loth of November, at five in the morning we
pafled the line, at 29 degrees 3 minutes longitude according to

our reckoning. At ten o'clock we faw a bird called the Frigate.

This bird is frequently found at four hundred leagues diftance

from land, though it is faid not to be able to fupport itfelf on
the water without perifliing, which is the cafe with birds, that

are not ufed to live in that element. Its legs are fliort, thick,

and gathered up clofe to the body. Its feet are not webbed, but

fuinifhed with (Irong pointed claws. Some of them meafure
nine feet from the tip of one wing to that of the other. By the

extent of its wings when they are fpread, this bird eafily fupports

itfelf in the air, the motion it gives them being almoft imper-
ceptible. Sometimes it rifes to fo great a height, that the

ftrongeft eye lofes fight of it. When it comes near any fhips, it

flies round the vanes of the mart head, going and returning very

frequently, but never pnching on any part. The fize of it is

nearly the fame as that of a fowl. Its look is fteady and
piercing. It darts upon its prey with an incredible fwiftnefs and
leizcs it both with its talons and bill, the upper part of which is

unciform. The males have a red granulated membrane def-

cending from their bill as far as the middle of their neck. The
feathers on the belly are of a light grey, which at a diftance

make it appear white. Thofe on the back and wings are brown.
This bird faw fome flying fifli, which he caught very artfully,

by fliimming along the furface of the fea, while they were flying

to avoid becoming a prey to the bonitos, and other fiflies, which
are enemies to them. It is faid, that he purfues the gull

likewife and other fea birds, to make them difgorge the fifli tliey

have fwallowed that he may feize upon them himfelf.

I do not well know for what reafon this bird is calUd the

frigate, unlefs it be by way of comparifon between *h^. fwiftnefs

G of
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of his flight, and the lightnefs of thofe fliips, which go under that

name, and are ufually better failers than any others.

Not having been able to get a nearer view of this bird than

from the top of the mafts, I cannot pretend to give a defcriptioii

of it othcrwife than from thofe perlbns, who have ken and

handled them. Father Labat (Nouveaux Voyages, torn. 6. p.

395) in addition to what I have already obl'erved, fays, that thi^

bird has large black eyes ; that he feldom alights on the ground,

and generally keeps himfelf perched, becaufe the ftze of his wings,

and the fpace which is necelTary in order to put them in motion,

would render it very difficult for him to rife from the ground.

The feathers on his back and wings according to the fame

author are black, thick and Urong ; and thofe which cover the

flomach and thighs, are more delicate and not fo black : perhaps

that which I faw was the female, or at lead a young one. I

killed fome of them (continues the father) in the ifland where

we were, for their greafe. It is faid to be an admirable fpecific in

the fciatica, and in a numbnefs of the limbs, and other accidents

arifing from a want of circulation. The greafe is to be heated, and

while it is on the fire, the parts afFe£led are to be well rubbed

and chafed in order to open the pores ; and fome good brandy,

or fpirits of wine are to be mixed with the fat immediately

before it is applied. A piece of blotting paper, fteeped in this

mixture, may be laid on the part, with comprefles and a bandage

to keep it in its place.

We now come to the baptifm of the line.

About two o'clock in the afternoon, they began by placing a

bathing tub full of fea water and two buckets on the quarter-

deck : athwart, from the ftarboard to the larboard fide, they

ftretched a rope, which they called tbe line, the fame they ufed

for founding; then the drum was beaten for every body to

aflemble. The weather proved very feafonable for the ceremony,

for it was extremely hot. Near the gangway, which leads to

the ftate room, was placed a bench covered with the quarter

cloths, which had krved the evening before to caparifon the

I courier's

m
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•courier's horfe; and this was to be the feat or throne for the lord

governor of the line, his chancellor, and the vicar, who was to

adminifter the baptifm.

When every body was aflembled, a voice conveyed through a

fpeaking trumpet called out from the main maft top j lohat is

the name of this flAp I fee below within my dominions ? T^be Eagle

^

anfwered the captain.

—

Who commands her?—M. le Chevalier

de^Bougainville,—/ am very glad of it j // will give me pleafure to

admit him into my fociety^ according to the ejlablijhedforms and cere-

monies, I received an account of him yejierday^ and as a teftimony of

my fatisfaSliou^ am coming down into bis Jhip with all my court.-^

A la bonne beure, replied M. de Bougainville, a fea nhrafe to

exprcfs, that one underftands what has been faid, and th^t one

approves of and confents to it.

Upon this a failor, who had no other covering than a pair of

tarred breeches, and on his fhoitlders the Acin of a flieep with

the wool on, ftained with red and yellow in large blotches, with

a cap on his head made likewife of the (kin of a fheep painted,

with a pair of bull's horns fadened on the top, and feveral pieces

of wood blacked, and feathers of turkies and fowls upon it j his

bread, arms, legs and face, being ftained in the fame manner

with red and yellow colours, diluted in oil, and large black

whiikers; this failor, I fay, thus accoutred came down from

the main mail top by the fhrouds on the larboard fide, with an

iron chain round his middle by way of a girdle ; in one hand he

held the end of this chain, and in the other a pot-hook.

Six cabbin boys marched before him naked, painted from

head to foot with red and yellow, fome of them in blotches,

others in crofs bands after the manner of the favages.

As foon as they came on the quarter-deck, the failor drew

them up in order, placed their thumbs on the rope, and macje

them dance for a quarter of an hour to the tabor. Aftej- this

they approached the bathing tob, and the failor threw feveral

buckets of water over them.

G 2 This
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This ceremony being finiflied, the defcent of the lord goverror

of the line was announced by the throwing of white kidney

beans, for fugar plumbs, from the main maft top on the quarter-

deck. The Bon-homme la ligne, preceded by his whole court,

took the fame route as the failor and the cnbbin boys; he dei-

cended flowly and majeftically. His court was compofed of the

fecond mate, the boatfwain, the pilot, and the gunner. The
firft mate reprcfented the Bon-homme la ligne. He was covered

with white fheep fkins fewed together fo as to make a garment

of one piece. His cap, which was compofed of the fame mate-

rials came down over his eyes. A quantity of tow mixed with

wool ferved him for a peruke and a beard. He had a falfe nofe

made of painted wood. Indead of a ribband, he wore acrofs

his fhoulders a firing of trucks of the parrels, as large as goofe

eggs.

His attendants were drefled up much in the fame manner,

except that fome of them had their arms or their legs naked, and

painted red and yellow, as likewife their faces ornamented with

large black whiikers, and long wooden nofes. One carried a

mace, or club fuch as the favages ufe, another a bow, a third an

ax, and a fourth a calumet. Near the lord governor was his

chancellor bearing the fcepter, which was a fort of mop, fuch

as is ufed in fpunging a cannon, after it has been fired. The
cockfwain dreffed like a woman, and painted with coarfe red

paint mixed up in oil, flood clofe to the Bon-homme, who called

him his daughter. As to the vicar, he was cloathed in a fort of

linen robe, covered with pitch and tar ; a cord about the thick-

nefs of one's thumb ferved him for a fa(h. He wore a fquare

cap of pafleboard blacked over, a ma(k of the fame, and a linen

gown painted red, and carried a book in his hand. One cabbin

boy had a fquare cap painted red and black, another held a

wooden cenfcr, hanging by pack threads platted in the ihape of

a chain, and in the other hand a chafing diHi with fire to heat

the perfumes, which were made of pitch and tar. A third

cabbin

I i\f
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cabbin boy carried a bow and an arrow j and a fourth a bafon

and watering pot full of fea water for the baptifm.

The whole proceflion being come down upon the deck, and

the crew aflembled there, the lord governor defired a confeience

with the commandant, who immediately advanced to receive

him. llu are welcome hither, M. k Chevalier ; 1 am happy to fee

ym, faid the Bon homme la ligne : excufe me if I do not make you

'

a long compliment; my lungs are jo feeble, J can fcarcely Jpeak. Tbu

muft not be furprifed at this; for I am 7763 years old: it is even

with difficulty that I can write. I have therefore ordered myfecretary

to do tt for me ; and here is a letter, which will acquaint you with

every thing I had to fay to you, as well as my chancellor. I am come

down from my palace on purpofe to admit you into my fociety. I hope

you will make no fcruple offubmitting to the ceremony of being bap-

tized agreeable to the cuftom on this occa/ion. M. de Bougainville

received the letter, read it, and replied ^ la bonne heure. After

this he faluted the daughter of the Bon-homme, and after con-

gratulating him on his having fo handfome a daughter, drew

near the line, or rope, which was ftretched acrofs. The officers

of the Bon-homme accompanied him to it, and the lord governor

feated himfelf on his throne with his daughter and his chan-

cellor.

The officers tied M. de Bougainville's left thumb on the line

with a red ribband. The reft of us gathered round, viz. Mefl'.

de Nerville, de Belcourt, I'Huillier and myfelf, and they tied our

left thumbs with the fame ribband.

The vicar with a folemn air, and with his book in his hand,

approached M. de Bougainville. At the left hand of the vicar

was the fcepter-bearer of the lord governor j and at his left hand

two cabbin boys drefled like favages j one o: vhom carried a

plate covered with a napkin folded, to receive ilie tribute, which

is called ranjom, bccaufe they content themfclves with pouring a

fmall quantity of fea water on the heads of thofe, who ranfoni

themfelves, inftead of plunging them in the fea, as is done in

the punilhment of ducking: the other held a bow in one hand

and
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1

and a cenfer in the other. The ceniei* was a piece of wood,

hollowed in the (hape of a porringer, with three handles, and

fufpended by three pieces of cord. The cudom of dipping in

the Tea in performing this ceremony of baptifm is aboliihcd : it

having been conHdered that that pra(Slice might be attended with

much danger on account of the fliarks, which are apt to lurk

near the (hips, and carry away a thig\ at lead from any unfor.

tunate perfon, whom they happen to feize. In lieu of this, they

have fubftituted the baptifm of the bath, or bathing tub, on the

edge of which they caufe the perfon to fit, who has not ranfomed

himfelf, or whom they have a mind to plague, as will be fcen in

the progrefs of this account.

Things being thus fettled, the vicar addrelTed himfelf to M. de

Bougainville in the following manner : " In order to be admitted

into the noble and puiflant fociety of the lord governor of the

line, it is necefl'ary to enter into certain preliminary engagements

which you will promife to obferve. Thefe engagements ha

nothing for their obje£l but what is entirely reafonable." '* A la

bonne heure," replied M. de Bougainville. " Do you then pro-

mife," purfued the vicar, " to be a good citizen, and to that

end to labour at the work of population, and not to fuffer young
women to languifli away their time, whenever a favourable

opportunity fliall offer itfelf?—I do promife.—Do you promife

never to lye with a failor's wife ?—I do promife.—Do you pro-

mife to caufe the fame engagements to be taken, and the fame,

or limilar ceremonies to be obferved by all thofe who have not

pafTed the line, when they happen to be with you ?—I do pro-

mife.—Put your hand then upon this holy book in tdken of

your obligation." M. dc Bougainville laid his hand on a cut,

which reprefents a genius or angel and a young girl tenderly

embracing each other. It is the cut at the 47th page of a book

intitled, Sentimens dun Chretien, louche de tamour de Dieu. At

the bottom of the cut is this fentence : quis mihi det te Jratrem

meumJidgentem ubera matris mea & inventam teforts © deofculer te.

Cant. 8. The vicar went to the lord governor of the line, and

reported
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reported to him that M. de Bougainville had taken the engage-

ments : to which the Bon-homme anfwered : dignus eft intrare in

mftro doSio corpore : admitwur. The vicar then returned to M. dt-

Bougainville and faid ; the lord governor of the line is pleafed

to admit you into the fociety of which he is the head, and has

ordered me to receive you therein by adminidration of his

baptifm. What is your name ? Louis, (aid M. de Bougainville.

Very well } ego, nomine revcrendijjimi domini domini & ferenijimi

prajidentis aquatorii te, Ludovice, admitto in focietate ejus. In pro-

nouncing thefe words, he fprinkled over his head fome drops of

fea water. Then they untied M. de Bougainville's thumb, who
put fome money in the plate under the napkin, and the vicar

threw incenfe on him. After this the vicar proceeded to M. de

Nerville, to whom he propofed the fame quedions, and after

him to the other paffengers aiui officers with all the fame

ceremonies.

It was now come to the turn of a midfhipman, who was a

fad dog, and hated by almoft every body. The vicar told him,

that the lord governor Jhad given orders for his being admitted

with all the ceremonies in form. In confequence of thefe orders,

he threw one end of his robe over the fellow's head, muttered a

few words, and afterwards gave him the robe, which had been

frefli painted in oil, to kifs. He then took fome blacking, mixed

with oil, in a fmall pot born by one of the cabbin boys, and
fmeared his forehead and cheeks with it. This being performed

they untied his thumb from the line, and condufVed him to the

bath, on the fides of which were two notches large enough to

receive a flick, that was laid acrofs, and was to ferve as a feat

for him. He had no fooner fat down, than they fuddenly with-

drew the iHck from under him, and he fell with his poiteriors

into the water, the tub being about half full, to which there

was a cord likewife adjufled in fuch a manner, that by pulling

one end of it, at the inftant the catechumen tumbles in, it

faftens round his middle, and keeps him under, without his

being able to difengage himfelf, till the by.ftanders are pleafed

to .
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to give him his libert/. As focn as the midfliij-man was noofetl,

they imeaied his heid and face all ovei with black and jed :

after that they threw at leaft five or fix buckets of water over

his head, and then faffered him to go about his bufincfs.

After this tlioy came to the two Acadian girls, "ihe vicar

alked them, if they were virgins ? they faid, Yes. Do you pro-

mife then, faid he, to prefervc your marriage vow inviolable, in

cafe you Ihall have a failor for your hufband ? The promife being

made, he julv marked their foreheads, noles, cheeks, and chins

with black, in the lligiiteir manner pollible, and then poiuvd lonie

water over their heads, afur which they retired. The filler of

one of thefe had hid heiicif in order to avoid this wetting. She

was found however, and they were going to oblige her to fubmit

to the cerenony ; but the vicar being apprized, that there were

reafons, why Ihe iliould not be cxpoled to that part of it, which

-was to be performed with the water, told her, that he woi.M

content himfelf with making fome patche." upon her face. She

fubmitted to this, and he kept his wo;d. The two married

women were not baptized, becaufe their children, who were too

young to be left by themfel>'es, were fo affrighted at the gro-

tefque figures of the attendants on the Bon-homme la ligne, that

they could not be pacified or brought gut from the corncis

where they had hid themfelves.

Several others were a.tcrwards baptize*! and bedaubed with

black and red, but none of them were feated on the tub } becauie

when the others had begun to throw Ibme buckets of water

over them, they, to be even with them, returned the compliment,

Thofe who had been wetted, chofe to wet others : the ftruggle

was 'vho fliould throw ir.oft watv'r, fo that all thofe who re-

mained on the deck were as wet, as if they had been dijjped in

the fea. But they were not fatisfied with lluicing one another j

thofe who had had their faces blacked rubbed them againll

others who had not undergone that ceremony, and by this

means there was fcarce a man in the whole Ihip's company wl o

cfcapcd a daubing -, and they did not give over the fport, till

thy
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they were all tired. This proved an unlucky circumftance for

the Bon-homme and his attendants, who loft part of the tribute

they would have received from thofe, who were not baptized

with the ordinary ceremonies. The reft of the day was paffed in

dancing, and other kind of umufements.

This farce is performed in every European fhip on paHlng the

line. But there is no precife uniformity obferved in the cere-

monies ufed upon this occafion. Each nation has invented fuch

as are moft confoimable to its genius and charadter; and every

iliip is regulated according to the degrees of humour in thofe

who happen to prcfide. Sometimes the perfon, whofe office it is

to adminifter the baptifm, gives each perfon a name taken from

fome bay, fome cape, or fome remarkable promontory on an

ifland or coaft ; taking care at the fame time to apply them in

fuch a manner as to exprefs the charader, temper, figure or dif-

pofition of the perfon fo named. The ceremony is in general

called the baptifm, or the ranfom : the baptifm, becaufe of the

water thrown over thofe, who are then palling the line for the

firft time : the ranfom, on account of the tribute, which is paid

by thofe perfons who are not willing to be wetted. The tribute

is ufually whatever the perfon, who pays it, thinks Jit to give.

Sometimes it is impofed by the a£lors themfelves : however they

always take care to make their levy proportionable to the cir-

cumftances cf the perfons, from whom the tribute is exa6led.

Thus it is not always required in money, but fometimes in wine,

or brandy, or hams, or fuch like ; as when the captain of the

veffel, who is not exempt any more than his paflengers, paffes

tlie line for tht firft time.

When the (tti^! is not to pafs the line, biit only the tropic,

thofe of tlie crew, who have aht^Jy pafled it, not being willing

to lofe the tribute, which thry look upon as their due, have

taken it into their herids to call the tropic, the eMefl Jon of the

BoA'homme la iigne, prefumpti've heir of his pofjcfjiom. Upon the

ftrength of this they play the fame farce at pnfling tlie tropic,

that others do jn pafling the equator. They have even thought

H fie
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fit to perform this ceremony, wlien a fliip for the firft time

doubles Cape St. Vincent to pafs the Straits of Gibrahar. The
ihips which are employed on the cod fifhery obfcrve the fame

practice, when they come within fight of the great bank of

Newfoundland.

From this time for feveral days we had uotlilng remarkable.

On the ! 4th, by oot reckoning and obfervation we furpe£led>

that the tides and currents fet fouthward, agreeable to the re-

mark made by the author of admiral Anfon's voyage.

At eight o'clock in the evening of this day, a bird fimilar to

that of which 1 have given a figure in the preceding plate, fuf-

fered himfelf to be caught in the hand over my cabbin. Wc
fluit him up in a hen-coop.

The next morning one of our boatfwains having taken him
out of his place of confinement to put him upon his hand, the

bird took wing and flew away. A fliort time after we difcovcred

a frigate : this bird kept wheeling round our weather flag, and

leemed to peck at it more than once. We made the fame obfer-

vation on the currents this day as the day before.

We found this climate much the fame as that of France in

the month of May, the mornings and evenings being rather

cold, though we were under the torrid zone j nor did wc expe-

rience any of that burning heat, which is complained of in the

jclations of fo many perfons, who have failed through thefe

parts. It is true that fince we had pafled the line, we had

always had fome little wind at leaft, had never been furprifed by

calms, and hat! been fecured by the clouds from the rays of the

fun. Whether it were owing to our clcanlinefs, or to our frigate

being new we were not tioublcd with thofe infers, which are

mentioned in the fan)e accounts; nor had we to this time one

pc;r(bn Tick on boald. In order to contribute to the prelcrvation

of health, every evening after fupprr, the failors were fet to

dancing on llie Ikin-caltle. And mdeed they were fo difpofed

to jollity, thr/ they would play at hot cockles, hunt the flipper,

or any other game, that promoted cxercife and encouraged

niiith.

<i
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mirth. Some of them, who were naturally of a comic turn,

would diefs themfelves up in mafquerade, aflTuming very gro-

•tefque figures, and would pafs in procefllon, or niake their

ap|)€aranee in groups on the ilern-caftle, where they would

dance minuets, cotillons, allemandcs, country dances, and horn-

pipes. Mod: of them had learned thefe dances, while they were

prifoners of war in the ports of Great Britain. The greateft

part of them had made their efcape from thenct at the rifque of

their lives, in neutral velTels, iifliing boats, and even fmall |?oats,

whkh they found means to carry off. Several of them have

aflurec) me, that the Englidi connived at their efcape, and wouhi

even bargain with the neutral veffels for their paffage, or fell

them boats : that fome lent them cloaths to difguife them, othes

advanced them money, others again gave them money out of

charity, and others furniflied them with letters of recommen-

dation to their friends in London, or in fuch ports, where they

thought the prifoners might embark with the lead danger.

They even went farther ; and in order to give them the means

of living comfortably in the prifons, where they were confined,

made them prefents, and paid them very liberaliy for little toys,

which fome of them emplovcd themfelves in making, even to

the buying of them little ii. -^ of the Virgin Mary, of Saints,

&c. made out of wood, and r ill iliaped as may be imagim ci,

where the artifts had no other tools h their knives, ai.d had

never learned the trade. One of our crew, who hid aniufed

himfelf in this way, has told me more than once, that they

would give him to the value of half a crown for one f his

figures, with this caution only, not to boaft: of it among the

Englilh. A fine leffon of humanity and charity I

Mirth and cleanlinefs are two points, to the promotion of

which fea captains ought to pay great attention. T'iey con-

tribute in no fmall degree to prevent all thofe difoK^ lO which

fcamen are ufually fubjefl. For the fame reafou ihey ought

always to mix a little vinegar with their daily allowance of

water, which they put in a cafk, called chaniier. What was

H 2 ufcd
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water, and to turn round in the air with fo much eafe, as I have

mentioned in a former article } to effect which they only incline

a. *ittle more on one fide of their tail than on the other. From
this pofltion of their tail probably it is, that they derive that

peculiar method of fwimming, as if they were alternately rifing

above the water and diving under it. The porpoiie, which I

am defciibing here (and all thofe we took were of the fame kind)

is, as I apprehend, of that fpecies, which are called moines de mer.

The fore part of the head terminates in a roll near the beginning

of the fnout or beak, anfwering to the border of the cowl. The
back is- blackifh, and the belly of a grey, confiding of a pearl

colour, fomewhat inclining to yellow, interfperfed with black

and iron-grey fpots. It has three fins, curved and very thick;

one on the back, the other two under the belly. Thefe, as well

as the tail, are covered with a membrane, or thick coarfe (kin,

which being, removed, five white cartilages appear, difpofed like

fingers and articulated in phalanxes.

I dilTefled the head and fins with an intention of preferving

them i but having hung them up over our cabbins near the flag,

ilaff, fome of our crew, in working, the fhip, inadvertently threw

them overboard.

Porpoiles almofl always are found in flioals, fwimming in a

line, as if they were drawn up for an engagement. They feem

to go in fearch of the wind ; for we remarked that in a fliort

time after they had paffed us, the wind would rife on that fide,

to which they diredled their courfe. There is no fi Hi. perhaps,

confidering its fize, that has fo much flrength a^ the (xirpoife.

Among thofe, which we flruck,. two or three difengaged theni-

felvcs from the harpoon^ eitf r by tearing their backs or breaking

the harpoon itfelfi althougli.the fpike was as thick as a man's

thumb. Thofe we took did always force the iron, and one of

them twifted it like the end of a fcrcw. There is a flrong fmell

attending this fifh, as well as the fhark, and it is fo permanent,

that after the diifejflion I made, my hands were not free from it

in three days, though I waflied them very often with vinegar.

We
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one of them every evening about eight o'clock fluttering round

our cabbins.

Having obferved an alteration in the colour of the fea all this

day, we founded at eight in the evening. At the depth of 35
f^.thoms we found bottom, and brought up pieces of coraly (hells,

and rotten ftone. At ten we founded again, and found 30
fathom with the fame bottom. At midnight, no foui>dings.

At two in the morning of the 2 ad, founded again ; 40 fathom,

fame bottom as before. At four, no foundings. The Abrollhos

extend farther to the fouthward than is marked in the French,

chart.

It is \a be obibrved, that the author of adinlral Anfon's-

voyage, being in the fame latitude and longitude according to

our reckoning, found the fame foundings, which ferved in feme

meafure as a direction for us. This fucceflivc difference, of

foundings and no foundings, is the more remarkable, as by our

reckoning we had not changed our courfe half a league ; for

from noon the day before we fteered S. W. by the compafs, till

three quarters pad fevcn, when we founded : after that S. ^ S. W.
till ten, then S. till midnight, when we came about again to-

S. S. W. after having made two leagues two thirds of way ; at

two we had foundings, and at four, fleering the fame courfe at

the rate of five or five ^ knots an hour, no foundings.

At noon we obferved the fnn in our zenith, and could not

mifs finding the altitude. Some minutes afier we rema. '""' that

we had pafled the fun, and that our (hadow lay fouthward.

About three in the afternoon we made a fignal to a fail, we
had had in view for fome hours, thinking it to be our ftoop the

Sphinx. She feemed to be making towards us, and was fleering;

W. S. W. upon this we lay by for her j but finding that fhe did

not anfwer our fignal, and having difcovered that flie had but

two mafls, we concluded her to be a negro fnow going to Rio

Janeiro. We kept S. W. before the wind till nine at night,

when we changed our courfe to S. W. 4 S. At midnight we
founded without finding bottom.

At

'%%
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At four the next morning, 23d of November, we ftecred

S. VV. y W. and at fix had fight of the coaft of Brazil, bearing

W. and W. N. W. about fifteen leagues diflance. At feven we
came about to the wind in order to make the land; but the

weather grew fo hazy, that by ten o'clock we had loft fight of

it. The colour of the Tea changing, we founded,, and found a

bottom of fine fand at fifteen fathom depth. At eleven we
founded again, and found the fame bottom.

In meafuring our diftance upon the chart, according to our

coirefled longitude, we found ourfelves feventy leagues from the

coaft of Brazil, Eaft and Weft of the fouthern point of the river

Spirito Santo. At the fame time we had fight of land, and

found ourfelves fixty leagues farther Weft than our reckoning

}

which confirms the remark of the author of admiral Anfon's

voyage, that the tides fet South Weft, It is therefore very pru-

dent not to truft to thefe tides, nor to the charts, efpecially the

French ones, in the palfage from the line to the river Plata.

Our firft founding might probably have been taken on a bank

of fand in the open fc-a, not marked out in the French chart,

which is to be found in the Dutch chart of WanCulen, marked
good bottom, at 1 5 or 16 leagues off land. This is the fame place

where we founded at ten and elsven o'clock. The chart of Peter

Goos is more accurate ; and one of M. Buache is ftill better.

After this the wind changing from N. N. E. to N. E. with a

hrillc gale, hazy weather, and a high fea, we founded every

quarter of an hour, and at three o'clock finding only nine fathom,

we tacked, and put the Cape S. ^ S. W. Our depth ftill decrea-

fuig, we came again to S. ^ S. E. for half an hour; but finding

that our water grew ftill more fhallow, though we were ftanding

out to fea, we put about again, and brought the Cape to bear

S. S. W. From this time the depth began gradually to increafe,

infomuch, that at five o'clock we had twenty-five fathom water

with tlie fame fandy bottom of the colour of bran, but fomething

more muddy than at the top of the bank. At eight we ftood

ciofs it, in ^^ fathom, with a bottom of white ftiining fand. At

ten
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(e» we hadi fovty fathom, with a bottom of rotten llielts, and

fome coral.

Although thi« laft founding had almolt removed the appre-

henfions we laboured under, through the error of the charts, m
refpeft to the fifuation of the coafl; of Brazil, and the omitlion

of this fand bank or (hallow we had juA met with, we thought

it neceflary to continue our foundings for the greater fecurity.

In confequence of Hiis refolution, we found at midniglit fifty

fathom water, fame bottom, but no coral : at four in the morn-

ing, being the 24ih, fixty fathom, fame bottom as the laft. From
half part five we fleered 8. W. till noon. Thefe fhallows are

the fl^ts of St. Thomas, which are very dangerous in ftormy

weather. They lie from fixteen to feventeen leagues out at fca,

and the higheft part of the ihoal is not more than three or fouf

fathoms below the furface of the water. Near the (hore there

is depth enough to pafs. T-he Portuguese veffels, which are em-

ployed in coaO*iDg along thefe fhorej, and are well acquainted

with them, keep between thefe flats and the land, but feveral of

them have not been able to avoid running foul of the bank.

The ground between thefe flats and the (horc is compofed of

fandi which refembles pounded glafs, and that on the flioal itfelf

is of rotten ftone.

It is proper to obferve, that the Dutch chart, of which I have

fpoken above, does not make the fand bank, marked good httorn,

extend fo far as it really does, which is not lefs than through

tJie 24th degree of latitude. I am not acquainted with the extent

of it from Eaft to Weft. By our reckoning and obfcrvations of

this day it appears, that the tides and the currents fet fouthward

and weftward, At fix o'clock the night before, Cape St. Thomas
bore nearly North Weft of us by the compafs, at the diftance of

fourteen or fifteen leagues.

The wind continued N. N. E. blowing hard, the flcy gloomy
and covered. We fteered with the Cape S. W. till fix in the

morning of the 25th. After that W. S. W. At feven, the even-

X ing
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ing before, we had founded, and found no bottom with fourfcore

fathom of line.

On the «6th, from four in the morning to fix, We were becalmed.

We took this opportunity to found, but found no bottom. At
ten in the evening we founded again, with the fame fuccefs. At
midnight we found a bottom of grey fand at the depth of 90
fathom. ,

At two the next morning (27th) our foundings were 85
fathom, with a bottom of grey fand fomewhat (limy.

At fun fet, though the horizon was not very clear> we; faw
land a head of us. We kept on our courfe, founding at (even in

the evening, when we found thirty-five fathom, foft muddy
ground, of a blackiOi grey colour, mixed with fome fmall ihells..

^t midnight we founded again, at which time we had thirty-one

fathom, fame bottom.

The 28th at fun rife the land began to opei) upon us; Wei
made towards. it in order to take a view. At eight o'clock. I dif-

covered a fmall iHand called in fome charts Arnsari. It, borcr

N. W. 5 degrees W. of Ms by the compafs, at the diftance o^*

about five or fix leagues. The neare^ point to us, as far as I

could diflinguifh at thi$ time, was that which runs out farfhe^

to the Eaft on this fide, and forms a peninfula. It bore W. .'^-N,

W.of us by the compafs, at thediflance of about three jeague^.

On the 29th, after having with much difficulty weathered the

point of the ifiand of Gal, and that of St. Catherine's, we came
about four in the afternoon to anchor in fix fathom water^

muddy ground and very foft. o

;
Marks of Anchorage. r.

Moored South Soutli Eaft, and North North Weft.

In this bay, which forms a canal round the ifland of St. Ca-

therine's, are three forts, and a battery of cannon oear the entrance

towards the towni, ^n that fide where we anchored. The firft

fort ftand^ on the larboard fide on coming into the bay. It is

fituatcd on a head-land in a fmall ifland, called Parrot Idand^

and E. N. E. The name of it is the Grand-Point-

Fort.

N. E. A E.
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Forti Almoft oppofite to this, biit a little farther,^ is the fecond

fort, built lil;ewi(e. rpon a little ifland near the main-land

N..W. 4. N.. by the. tompafsr This is called, the fart of Santa-

.Cruz. It makes a good appearance on entering the b ly, being

built on a terrace fupported by arches. Here the command-

ing officer refides. J -The third fort, which (lands more m
towards the town, is iaifo (ituatddon a fmall idand at almofl an

equal diftan^e from the continent and the ifland, inid goes by

the. name of the.fort of Ratonne, Plans of all thefe forts are

in the plate amiexed. We lay at anchor in the middle of

themi and the.commanding officer gave us to underfland by

fignals, that this was theiheil anchorage: but he had his reafons

fordoing To, itfaere being miuch; more commodious anchorage

farther in towards the main^land. i

Upon our coihing into the bay, we perceived the Portuguefe

coloui's hoifted at the top of feme trees on an eminence in the

ifland in the nyidftof the Woods, at)d placed fo that it might be

feen by the two advanced; fojt?. They hoifl: this flag without

doubt, as foon as they diftover any fliip at fea, to give notice of

it to the forts in the bay; for we faw it fet up, and afterwards

taken down again, as foon as we had come to an anchor and
faluted the fort of Santii Cruz.

Before we moored^ being over againft: this fort, which as well

ais the two others had hung out Portuguefe colours, wc fent our

yawl with M. Alexander Guyot, our fecond captain, who un-

derftands Portuguefe, to wait upon the commanding officer, and

to a(k him, if upon our fainting the fort, he would return our

falute, gun for gun. The Commandant fent an officer of the

garrifon back with M. Guyot to return the compliment, and to

fee who we were. As foon as, they came on board, we cafl: our

anchors, and faluted the fort with nine guns, which was returned

with the fame number. The officer fupped, and lay on board

our fliip that nighty in order tci conduit M- Guyot the next

morning to wait upon the governor of this part of Brazil, who
refides at a little town, fituated in the bottom of a creek in the

I 2 ifland
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ifland cf St. Catherine's, five leigues South of our moorings, and
to defire his permiflion, that we might wood and water. The
fame evening, the commanding officer of the fort of Santa Cruz,

fent us fome refrefhments, and the next morning M. Guyot
went with the Portuguefe Officer in the 'ongboat.

The governor, whofe name is Don Antonio Francifco de

Cardofo y Menezes y Souza, cobnel and knight of die order of

Chrift-, and defcended from a very illu{}riou8 family in Portugal,

gave a very polite reception to M. Guyot, and granted every

thing we defired. Our longboat left the town about nine in the

morning to return to us, but did not get back till feven in the
evening, being detained by contrary winds.

As foon as the inhabitants on the coaft perceived our frigate

at anchor, three or four of them came along iide of us in

canoes, and brought us lemons, oranges, and fome cabbages.

But the commanding officer of the fort of Santa Cruz, obferving

this, fent orders to alt the huts forbidding the people to carry

any thing on board our frigate, or dven to come near tt} they

were neither to fell us any thing or boy any thing of us. To
inforce his orders more f^ri^ily, he pofted foldiers in the ileareft

huts, who were to watch the condufl of the inhabitants in this

refpe£V, and to prevent our draggling about the parts adjacent.

In the mean time he made us a thoufand proteilations of his

readinefs to oblige us, and was not at all fearing of his civilities.

It is not to be doubted, that the Commandant immediately

upon our arrival, difpatched a canoe to the governor to give

him intelligence of it. The next morning, while M. Guyot wa&
gone to wait upon the governor, the Oviodore, or thidf judge

came on board our frigate to make a verbal proceis of our an-

chorage, our force, and the reafons which brought us hither.

M. de Bougainville fatisBed him in all thefe points, a«id he

returned about noon. At his leaving the (hip we faluted him
with fcven guns, which were immediately returned by the fort

of Santa Cruz.

After
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After dinner M. de Bougainville, accompanied by MclT. de

Nerville, de Bdcourt, and rHuillierde la Serre, went to vifit the

Commandant of this fort. Here they found a general officer of

Rib Janeiro, who had been confined prifoner in it for four years,

the commanding officer having received orders, never to fufFer him
to ftir out of the gates. The crime laid to his charge was, that

he h»d not punftually executed the orders of the court of Lifboii,

in refpeft to the expulfion of the Jefuits of Brazil, and had ex- •

tended fome favor to them. This gentleman had with him a ^

Portuguefe, who a6led as his fleward and fccretary j he was a

man of good fenfe and had been page to one of the Portuguefe am-
baffadors at Piaris, where he had lived four years. The pleafure

of feeing Frenchmen again delighted him, and he was happy in

fervingas an interpreter to M. de Bougainville. His attachment

.

to the imprifbned general had induced him to facrifice his liberty, ,

and for the fake of bearing him company he voluntarily partook

of his confinement. This fecretary accompanied M. de Bougajn-

vHL*, and the reft on their return. In the account he gave us of

the caufes of the general's imprifonment, he exculpated him as .

tnuch as he could, and told us even in the prefence of two offi-

cers, who had come on board with him, that he was indeed

guilty of not having carried the order? of his court i.ito execu- •

tion as foon as he received them ; but that the archbifliop, who
favored the Jefuits had prevented it by giving him affiirances that :

he had received counter orders j and that the other, as command-
ing officer, ought not to obey thofc he had received, till they -

Should be confirmed. The execution therefore of them, whether

t)ut of refpe6b to the archbifliop or from other motives not known, .

was delayed too long, and the general was puniflied for it by the

lofs of his liberty. After this relation he begged of M. de Bougain-

ville to take charge of a memorial in juftification of the prifoner,
,

and to deliver it to the Portuguefe ambaflador in France upon .

our return, that it might be tranfmitted to the court of Ltlbon.

But no fuch paper, 1 believe, ever came to the hands of M, de

Bougainville.

When
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When M. Alexander Guyot paid his vifit. to the governor, he

received an invitation frpm him, and was likewife delired to

deliver one on his part to M. de Bougainville and the OfHcers as

well as the principal paflengers on board our frigate to dine writh

the governor the next day, Thurfday the firft of December.

As foon as it was light we fet off, M. de Bougainville, de Ner-

ville, de Belcourt, 1' Huillier, Alex. Guyot and myfelf } and at

half pad one we arrived at the town, the name of which tranf-

lated into French is, Notre Dame de I'Exily or la Vierge Exilee, Our
Lady in Exil^,

Almoil all the officers of the garrifon came down to the (hore

to meet us. They received us at our landing with all the polite-

nefs imaginable, and condu(5led us to the governor's houfe

-through a large concourfe of people.

The governor met us at the outer gate, and led us into a large

falloon, where v,;c found dinner ferved up. The governor, his

fon, who talked pretty good French, the town major, who knevir

enough of it to make himfelf underflood, the Oviodore, two other

officers and a friar of the Francifean order dined with us. Many
other officers of the garrifon were in the room, but did not fit

.down at table, and fome of them waited upon us. Thcfe mili-

tary waiters, according to the account of an officer of the garri-

fon of Fort Santa Cruz, toke that method to pay their court to

the governor, who invites them all in their turns tp dinner, and

they wait upon one another.

The diflies weredrefled after the manner of the country, which

is not very agreeable to a French palate. In eating their foup,

which is a kind of folid glue, they do not make ufc of fpoons, but

eat it with t!ie help of a fork. The bread was milerable, brown,

Jieavy dough, or rather pafte made in the ffiape of a roll, about

three inches diameter, and an ipch and a half in height. The
outfide ha<l fcarcely felt the fire, and was only a little drier than

the re(\. The infide was folid, and looked like that buck-wheat

flummery, which is the chief food of the inhabitants of Limoges,

and is by them called Ga/leite.

The
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The fecond ccurfe was compofed of a great number of dirties,

all dreffed with fugar, which is alfoan ingredient in moft of their

fauces, as well as Carthamum, or the flower of baftard faffron.

The platewyere pewter, not well fcowered,and of an antique form,.

The covers were likewife very old fafhioned, but they were fiiver, -

and very heavy j fo were the dilhes, and fome drinking veflels,

,

which were of an oilogonal cylindrical form, and about fcven or

eight inches high. Our liquor was at firfl: brought to us in very

Imall glafles, fuch as were formerly ufed for liqueurs, having a long

ftem, and the bowl ending in a point. But as it would have

been neceflary to drink one of thefe glafles at leafl: with every

mouthful. Tasked for a larger to mix wine and water in. Upon*
this they brought me one of the filver cylinders full. Another

time I had a large goblet of cryflal, the only one that appeared,

and which held near a bottle, Paris meafure. The other guefts

were ferved in the fame manner. Thefe great cups were handed

from one to another, till they were empty. The wine we drank

was port, and very good.

After dinner the cloth was removed, but we continued at tabic -

to drink coffee and to convcrfe. At this time I perceived that-

the Francifc#;n had quitted the company. My defign had been

to addrefs myfelf to him in order to obtain fome knowledge of

the country and inhabitants} for though he knew nothing of the

French language, nor I of the Poituguefe, I made myfelf fure of

being able to converfa with him in Latin. I acquainted the go-

vernor's fon v ith my intention, and alked him why the Francif-

can had reti /ed. He told me, I might have perceived from the .

moment we came in, that the Friar had taken pains to avoid me,

forefeeiBg my defign ; for not underftanding Latin, he chole ra-

ther to keep at a diftancc from me, than be obliged to acknow-
ledge his ignorance of that language. This want of learning,

,

however, fays he, is not peculiar to himj it is the cafe of alnioftv

all the ccclefiaftics in the country.

The governor's fon, from whom I" received this intelligence is

a captain in his fatlier's regiment,, and one of fifteen children.

ir
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fls he informed u&, that he had had» not by his lawful wife, fbr

he never was njarried, but by one or feveral niiftrefles. The reft

of his children then alive were at Lilbon, where they enjoy ac-

coidiitg: to the; laws of that city the fame honours and preroga-

tives as the legitimate children of nobility ; baftards beii>g there,

as I am infortned, gentlemen by birth. One of the daughters of

^this governor is married to one of the minlflers of State in that

court, and an»t} cr of his fons is in poliefllon of one of the firft

employments.

While the coffee was pouring, a dozen of the officers of the

garrilbn came in, and entertained us with a little concert of in-

ilrumental mufic i fome playing on the German flute, fome on
the violin, one on the violoncello, and one on a fpecies of haut-

bois. The fame perfons played fucceflivcly on different inlhur*

meiits. There were befides two blacks, who blew the French

horn. The whole perfoimance was very good. They had al-

moA all the pieces of our beft compofers. The treble Oitlng. of

their violins was made of filk. tj

After this we walked about the town, which appeared to me
to contain about a hundred and fifty houfe», confiding of nor

tiling but a ground floor with the roof over it. The gu^rifon oc-

cupies one part, and is <y)mpofed cliiefly of white men. The reft

of the inhabitants are almofl: all negroes or mulattoes s they are

to be found of all fliades from black to white. The greateft

number of both fexes are mulattoes, and for the moft part ill-

fhaped. They have befides an air of favagenefs, fuch as might

be expected in a breed half Brazilian and half negro.

They go almoft all of them with their feet naked, their head

bare and very ill combed, a (hirt, a pair of breeches, and fome

with a cloke, which they throw over their flioulder according to

the Spanilh fafliion. It is common enough to fee their fhirts and

.breeches in holes, and torn in more places than one} which makes

ithc cloke very neceflary. One meets with fome, but they are

.undoubtedly of the richer fort, who wear hats of a very large

^>ze, the brims being about ten inches in breadth, and flapped

,
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down. Thefe have their feet covered ; they have likewife a v\raift-

coat, over which they throw an exceeding wide full cloak, which

comes down to their (hoes : they fometimcs throw a corner of it

over the oppofite fhoulder, and that in fuch a manner as even to

cover their faces. Inftead of a hat fome of them have a hood of

the fame fluff as the cloak, to which it is faftened, and with this

they are ufed to cover their heads (o completely, that it is impof-

fible to know any perfon in that garb, unlefs by their walk, or

fome other mark of diflinflion^ fuch as the colour of the cloak

or the manner of wearing it.

The governor, and the officers, as well as the whole garrifon,

wear cloth made up in the French fafhion : and indeed I was

very much furprifed to fee officers in fo hot a Country drefTed ia

cloth at leafl as coarfe as that of our foldiers.

The Oviodore, and officers of juflice are diftinguiflied by a

large cane or ftafF, or by a fmall flick, bent in form of a hoop,

which the principal of them carry on their left arm above the

elbow } the inferior ones have it faftened to the buttoa hole of
the left pocket of their coat.

The flaves go naked, except that the men have a- pair of

breeches or drawers, and fomctimes a fhirt, that is fcarcely good

for any thing : it often happens indeed that they have no other

covering than a limple piece of clotli about their flioulders. It

is very uncommon to fee any of them with a fhirt and waiflcoat.

But when they have obtained their liberty, they are permitted to

wear the doublet and cloak made of (luff like the white people.

The black female (laves are alio naked, excepting a flip of linen

which they tie round them by the two ends, and which reaches

from their waill to the middle of their thighs at mofl. When
they are made free, they are drefied like other women with a;

petticoat, and a fhift, th.c upper part of which is '>' ^ n before,

a good deal in the manner of our fhirts: when tliey go out of

doors, they put on a large piece of fine woollen, generally of a

white colour, bordered with gold, filver, filk, or tape, according.

to the circumflances and condition of the wearer. It is about
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mine, others crimfon, and all intermixed with feathers of dif-

ferent fliades of green, and of a lively blue, particularly at

the ears. The governor told us, that this variety was partly

owing to art, and partly to nature : for that when this bird is

very young, and has fcarcely more than the quills of the feathers

rifing after the down, thefe quills are pulled out in different

parts, and a kind of poifonous liquid poured immediately into

the place of them ; that the feathers, which rife afterwards where

the quills have been pulled out, are yellow or red inftead of

green, which they would naturally be: but of a hundred birds,

on whicii this operation is performed, there are fcarce five or fix,

that do not die of it;

The governor addtfd" tothis prcfent fifty fkins of toucans,

flripped fi'om the beak to the thighs, and dried with the feathers,

which are partly lemon colour, partly carnation, and partly

black, in crofs ftreaks from one wing to the other.

He caFried his generofity fo far; as to promife M. de Bou-

gainville two guaras alive, a male and a female; and even'

offered to make him a prefent of thofe which he fhewed us, if

thfre were no others to be got before our departure from the

ifland. He could not however accomplifli his promife, a coiv.

trar/ wind preventing his return to the town the evening before

wre failed.

The guara is a bird of the fize of a large French magpyc.

It has a long beak, which is crooked at the end ; its thighs and
'

feet are alfo long. The firfl feathers, with which it is covered •

after it is hatched, are black. This goes off infenfibly, and
*

biecomes an afh colour. When the bird begins to fly, all the

'

feathers turn white ; after which they become of a role colour,

and growing more and more red every day, at lad attain to the '

brightefl fcarlet, which they preferve ever after. Though it is a

'

bird of prey, feeding not only on fifli but on all kinds of flefh, s

which it ufually foaks firfl in water ; yet it builds and lays its'

K. 2 egg?.-.

I111 '

1,
,'

I

(fj I

I
J'*

irl

%f(m



50 JOURNAL OF MY VOYAGE
eggs on the roofs of houfcs, and in holes of walls, as our fpar-

rows do. It always flies in company. The feathers, with wiiich

the favages adorn their heads, are taken from thefe birds. The
two which the governor had promiled to M. de Bougainville

were juft beginning to redden.

On Friday the 2d of December the Acadians with their wives,

children and fillers-in-law, were fet on fhore, and lodged in a

cottage on the continent, which had been affigncd them by the

Commandant of the fort of Santa Cruz. Here they were em-
ployed in walhing the linen of the vefl'el, and of Icveral officci s of

the frigate.

The Commandant had pointed out to us a place near his fort

to wood and water at. Some of the crew were fcnt there for

thefe purpofes ; but after feveral trials, they found much difficulty

in getting this water, which ran from a little torrent. Befide

this, a <mall whale having run a ground near the place fome

time before infefted the air with fo horrible a ftench, that it

was refolved to alk leave of the governor to water on the iiland.

Our requeft was granted with the greateft politenels, his excel-

lency giving us at the fame time permidion to tifli, fport, and to

go wherever we pleafed. One of the inhabitants fliewed us a

fpring near his houfe which formed a little rivulet, where Admiral

Anfon had watered, and an oven built a few paces from it

about {e\en or eight years before by fome Frenchmen, who had

put into the harbour. The water of this fpring is very good

;

and we laid in a large ftock of it. As to our wood, we got that

from the place which had been mentioned to us on the con-

tinent, it being exceedingly commodious for that purpofe : for

after cutting down the wood on the brow of the hill, it was very

eafy to roll it down the fide clofe to the water edge, and fo load

our boats with it. What we cut was moftly cedar, faflafras,

cinnamon, and Brazil wood, which is ufed in dying. There was

very little of any other kind in this {)lace.

The
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The next day (Saturday the 3d) we went on fliore upon the

continent, and walked along the coaft with an intention of

fporting. We found two or three foldiers ported by the Com-
mandant in the next cottage to that ot our Acadians, who endea-

voured to prevent us from going forward, and told us they had

orders from the governor to do fo. We pretended not to under-

ftand what they faid to us, as they fpoke in Portuguefe, 'and

continued our route, upon whicli they made no refiftance. In

fa6l, it was not the governor, but the Commandant of the fort

of Santa Cruz, who had given thefc orders. We proceeded

above a league along the new road, which they are making to

go by land to Rio Janeiro, and by the fide of a chain of woods

which cover all the eminences. Thefe woods are fo tluck, that

it is not pofTible for any thing but wild beads and ferpents to

penetrate into them. We killed fome toucans, parrots, tiepiran-

gas, and one dove.

Sunday the 4th, M. de Bougainville accompanied by four or

five officers went to dine with the governo , who had given us

an invitation the Thurfday before. I remanied on b^ard to fiy

mafs to the crew. The gentlemen who went were received

and entertained fplendidly as before. The wind and tile being

againft them hindered their returning to the fhip that day,

notwithftanding all their endeavours to accomplish it ; they

refolved therefore to go back again to the town. The governor

had apprized them of the impoffibility of their getting on board

at that time, and had done every thing in his power to engage

them to flay. He rcprefented to them, the rifcjue they muft run

by expofing themfclvcs in fuch a manner to the dangers of a

channel full of Ihallows, banks of fand, and rocks, which tliey

would have the greateft difficulty in the world to avoid, if the

night ihould come upon them before they reached the (hip;

that fuch an accident would put it entirely out of their power to

difcover the Jea marks, and confequently to keep tiie channel.

Befides, he had intended to give them the pleafure of a ball, and

had already invited fevcral ladies, wives to officers of the garrifon.

6 The
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The party being broke up by the departure of our gentlemen, lie

Tent to all the perfons who had been invited, to prevent their

coming. But as foon as he underHood that M. do Bougainville,

and his companions were coming back to the town, he lent out

to meet them, and without acquainting them of his intentions,

difpatched frefh invitations for the fupper and the ball, which

was to follow.

After fupper was over, at which the ladies were not prcfcnt,

the governor, without giving our gentlemen the lealt hint ot'

what they were to expefl, engaged them only to go and pafs tt

few hours at the houfe of an officer of the garrifon, where, as

he faid, they would find a very agreeable company. M. de

Bougainville and the reft confented at tirft merely out of com-

plaifance, but they were agreeably furprifed to find there feveral

ladies, by whom they were perfeflly well received. They had

never imagined from the reputation the Portuguefe have of

being extremely fufceptible of jealoufy, that they would have

permitted their women to appear in fuch aflemblies. They flruclr

up however a kind of dance, in which the ladies figured as-

well as the gentlemen, and about two or three in- the morning

they retired very well fatisfied with each other.

At this interview, M. de Bougainville took an opportunity of
complaining to the governor of the behaviour of the Com*
mandant of Santa Cruz, and obtained a general permiflion to<

take whatever meafures he fliould judge proper for fporting,

fifhing, wooding, and watering wherever we pleafed. At part-

ing M. de Bougainville invited the governor, with tlie Oviodore,

and fuch officers as he fhould think fit to bring with him, to •

dine on board our Hiip.

In confequence of this permiffion we fent our yawl out to fifh'

almoft every day, and fhe conflantly came back loaded with

fifli of many kinds, and in fucb abundance as to ferve the whole

crew. The figures of them may be feen in the plates.

We went al fo every day a (hooting either on the continent op

in the illaud ; though we foon left off going to the former, a»

we
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we found fcarce any thing there hut parrots, toucans, and fome

doves. In the idand, befidc thefe birds, which I have mentioned,

there were Tea larks, plovers, fnipes, and Tome others in good

number. The officers of the garrifon, and the people of the

country, whether from want of courage, or from indolence, or

from the danger of meeting with wild beafts and ferpents, which

are in great plenty among the woods and morades, never go out

a fporting, and advifcd us to follow their example. It mud be

conferred indeed, that the cottagers are not provided with arms -,

and the few which one meets with are old, the greateft part

made after the old fuHiion, with wheels for the trigger, and very

bad. They had fcarcely even powder or ball.

Lefs timid than they, and to fay the truth better armed, we
more than once penetrated into the accefllble parts of the idand.

By the adidance of our light boots we furmounted the obflacles

which prefented themfelves to us among the woods and thickets,

from a fpecies of thorny aloes, of which they are full. We
never went alone, but always two or three in a company in

order to adift each other in cafe of an attack from any over-

grown ferpent, or wild bead, particularly ounces } fome claws of

which we had feen here in the hands of fome of the inhabitants

mounted in filver, and which, as we were informed by them,

were very common, and were more ravenous than even tygers.

One day when we were out in fearch of game upon the idand,

and had feparated into different parties, I, with M. de Belcourt

and his fervant, kept along the fide of a creek, which runs a

confiderable way within the land, and was called by us the riven

M. dc Belcourt amufed himfelf with diooting at water-fowl.

As we advanced along the border of this creek I perceived on

the fand recent traces of fome four-footed animal, which, to

judge by the marks, mud be very large, and feemed to be a

tyger. We followed thefe traces till we came to a very marlhy

fpot, where we did not dare to venture ourfelves, not kna ving

cither the bottom or the extent of it. Returning by the fame

way
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way that we came, I perceived M. de Bekoui t advancing towards

us, and lluwcil liim the traces.

Thele, iaid he to me, muft certainly be the traces of a beaft I

faw liereabouts but jiift now, at the very inftant he was darting

into the thickets. He is about the heighth of the largcft fized

Danifli dog, and of a grcyilh colour, He went in at that place,

let us purfue him. With all my heart, replied I. Wc made
our way as well as we could among thefe marfliy thickets, which

were ib choaked up with a fliarp fpecies of aloes, whofc leaves

are iometimes not lefs than five feet in height, that we had all

ihe trouble in the world to difengagc ourfelvcs from them. We
beat about in vain for near two hours without feeing any thing

of the bcail wc were in piufuit of: we only got fight of the

hind jiart of another, the hair of which feemed to be of a

grconilh grey : his height about that of the largefl: kind of

Ijxmicl : his tail leeincd to be as green as the leaves of the plants,

which furroundcd it, and to rcfcmble that of a fox in thicknefs

and in length. lie iu'l iiimfclf among the bulhcs at the inftant

M. dc Dekoui t was going to fire at him.

The heat w.is iKiW iutfocating. We Itopped and fat down on
the ends of fomc branchrs, leaning our backs againft a tree.

Wc had with us feme oiangcs and Ibmc fea L'.fcuit. While we
were regaling ourfclves in this polture, we were ftunned witli

the incellaiit hidings of ferpents, whicli furroumled us, and

reduced us to the ncccflity of keeping conlbntly upon oiu' guard

with drawn fabrcs. After this breakFa(i, of which we hail llood

in great need, we continued our fpoit, drawing towards an

eminence, at the top of which we difeovcrcd a cottage. JJcing

arrived h^rc, we found M. dc Bougainvill' and his I'ervant.

Two Poituguefe women, whofc figures were »(0t very inviting,

received us, antl difplayed for near two hours, that we continued

with them, the utmoll freedom in their air and convciiaiion,

'i'iiey had a tame parrot, which was tolerably pretty, and talked

well. We propofcd to jnuchale this bird ; but the women
jefufcd to part with it. They longed for every tiling we had,

haudkcrchicib,

um
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hamlkerchicfs, knives, Iiats, and even our fuzils and falncs : rlicy

aiked us for all thefc without ceremony, and if wc Lad Ikcm

willing to give irio their way of thinking, neither our doatlis

,nor even our fliirts wjould have incommoded us on our return.

Wc contented ouifclves with a few oranges, and ftt out to dine

on board. On entering the wood we feparatcd again fioiii

M. de Bougainville and his fervant without inteiuiing it. The
path which M. dc IJelcc ;.

' and I took led us to a morafs, wlici c

the trees were hickily at a fufficicnt diftance from each orh-.-r :

Here we faw feveral ferpents about the thickncfs of tlie fmall of

a man's leg, and others Icfs, fome of a reddiflj coloui-, oihcis

red qnd .yellow, and others grey, which laft a good deal refen!-

,bled adders of the largeil fize } but inflcad of attacking, tiiey fled

: before us. When we were almoft got to our boat, M. dc Bcl-

court fired at a bird, called the fpooji-lill, and broke only one of

bis wings. He took it up and brought it on board. It was a

young one, and all its plumage was of a faint rofe colour ; the

procefsof the quill from which the beards of the .wing featlicrs

rife, was of a bright rofe colour. Its legs were a foot long in-

cluding t|]e thighs, and of a light grey as well as the feet, whicli

,WQre webbed, like thofe of geefc. Its beak was fix inches jn

length, and both the upper and under part flat, giey towards

the root, and white towards the extremity : it began to fpread at

about two thirds of its ength, and ended in a fputula, of two

inches and a half diameter in its gccateft breadth. We carried

it to the ftiip, where it lived three days on fome fmall fi(hcs,

and bits of fre(h meat, which were forced down its throat; for it

would not eat of itfclf. When any one came near it, it made
a noife with its bill as loud as that of two wooden battle-

dores ilruck one againft thr other.

Some of our failors gave it the name of flamingo, but tliat

of Jpoofi'Sm, orfalette (battledcre) is more fuitablc, on account of

the Ihape of its bill, very unli^ce to that of the flamingo, which

is made almoft in the cornnioneffc form of a bird- bill.
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The neck and head are of a deep blue, gilt in the fame manner.

Thefe colours vary according as the light flrikcs more or lefs

forcibly on the difl'erent parts. Sometimes the whole plumage

of this bird rcfembles a pigeon's neck, or the green feathers on

the wings of wild ducks ; fometimes it is of a fine blue, foraetimcs

of a fine green, fometimes of a purple, and all thefe mixed with

the fpiendor of a lively gold colour, bright and burnillKd. The
tongue of this bird in miniature is forked, and has the appear-

ance of two twifts of red filk. Its feet arc fhort, black, and

furnifheil .with very long claws.

There are feveral fpecics of them, which differ both in fize and

colour. One of the fmall kind, which I have prcferved in

brandy, has white feathers from the bread to the tail. The
colour of the reft of its plumage is like that of the others.

The female lays but two eggs, of the fize of a fmall pea.

They build their nefts in orange trees with the fmalleft flraws

they can find. The Portuguefe, who lived in the cottage near

which we watered, gave us one of thefe nefts with two young

ones in it, which were not yet covered with tl^ firft down. He
had juft taken it with the father and mother., clofe by his habi-

tation ; we put it lown on a ftone bench at the door of the

houfe, while we were eating an orange, and had fcarcely turned

our backs, when a cat came and carried off both neft anc young

ones. Thefe nefts are of an admirable conftrudion, ana about

the fize of a half crown. The Brazilians call this bird by the

names of Guahiumlfi, Guinambit Aratica, Aratarataguacu. The
Portuguefe call it Fcgafrol.

We had befide thefe a third kind, fomewhat larger than thofc

I have been defcribing, but much lefs than the finulleft wrens

we have in Europe. The feathers of their head begin towards

the middle of their upper bill. They arc exceedingly fmjB at

their rife, are difpofed in fcales, and grow larger as they are

nearer to the head, at the top of vvhicli they form a little tuft ot

uncommon beauty for the biilliancy of the gold, and the vurkty

of colours, which change according to the dlrc(5Vion of the ravs
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of light, or the pofition of the fpe^lator's eye. Somt.imes tlm

pkimagc of this bird is of a black equal to that of the fineft black

velvet, fometimes of a pea green, fomctimes yelldw. At other

times it refembles cloth of gold /haded with all thefe coldurs. Thfc

tack is of a dark green ihot with gold. The large feathers of the

wing are of a deep violet, approaching fometimes to purple. Thfc

tail is compoied of nine feathers as long as the whole body, and
of a black mixed with brown, purple, and violet, which form a

mod agreeable aflemblage of colours, and have the fame change-

able property as above. The whole lower part of the belly likewife

exhibits a mixture of black, violet, green, and yellow, which
always ftrike the eye of the obferver dift'erently, according to thfe

difference of his own fituation or o£ that of the bird. Its eyes

are of a lively, brilliant black, not inferior to the fineft polifhed

jet; its legs are fliort, and black, as well as its feeti which are

compofed of four claws, three of them in front, all furniffic<l

with black, crooked, (hai p talons, very long in proportion to the

reft of the body. When it flics, it makes a buzzing with its

wing?, very much like that of certain large flies which we fee in

France fluttering about among the flowers. It builds its neft

upon flVrubs, among high branches of orange, or other low trees.

In our French.iflands it goes by the name of Colibris, and fome-

times ^inde. The Spaniards call them Tomineios, becaufe the nefl

and bird together do not weigh more than the Spanifli Tomin.

When we came on board, we found a Spaniard there, who
w as fettled in the country, and to whofe care we had, the day we
came to anchor, committed a flieep that was diftempered and very

lean : the fliecp was to graze about the man*s cottage, by which

means \\c hoped to reftore him. This Spaniard had brought us

fome hundreds of oyfters. They were much larger than the

white oyfters of Saintonge j for the fhelis were at leaft five fnches

in diameter. We do not eat fatter or better oyfters in France.

I'hey were a perfect cream, both in tafte and whitenefs. We
did every thing in our power to induce the Spaniard to

dilcover the place where he found them, but we coukl iiot

fucceed.
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fiiccced. All we could obtain from him was a promife of

biinging us (bme more, and this -was not pei formed till a day

or two before ouf departure. We endeavoured to find out his

cottage, but in vain ; he had not' given us a proper diredtion ;

and as for our (heep we faw no more of it : he made us ample

amends^ however^ when we were on the point of quitting the

harbour, by a pfefent he brought, us of fome thoufands of oranges

and lemons, and of feven or eight hundred of the fame kind of

oyrters.

There was a Portugucfe too onboard, who had brought a

large handfome canoe, which our captain M. Duclos Guyot had

bought for M. de Bougainville, who imagined at that time, that

it might be very ufeful to us at the Malouine iOands, to which

we were bound. She was fitted out with her * Pagaies^ or

Pagalles, as father Labat calls them in his Nouveaux Foyagrs,

This canoe was made of a fingle trunk of a cinnamon tree hol-

lowed, nineteen feet, odd inches in length, and three feet in

breadth on the infide, and about the fame depth. Soime of our

officers, as well land as fea, who had been in Canada, underdood

the working of her. She was ufed on our fifhing expeditions.

But when we put into Montevideo, M. de Bougainville parted

with her to a Spanish officer for eight pialires -, fhe had coll him .

about eighteen French Uvres»

About four o'clock in the afternoon we went over to the mala

land, and vifited feverai cottages on tlie coaft, where \vc made
provifion of lemons, oranges, and fome pine-apples, which we
found ripe. This fruit, and the plant which bears it are known
at prefent in Europe, as they bear the voyage very well, but

there is a very great difference both in flavour ami finell betvixen

tlie Ipecimens of tnis fruit produced in France, even, in Provence

and Languedoc, and what is found in Brazil. It grows there of

itfelf without cultivation, and in great abundance. Jt turns t!ic

knives, with wliich it is cut, black, and fpoils themj which pio-
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fered to ripen entirely upon the plant. It would decay and dry

up. It muft be gathered a little before it is ripe, and kept a few

days.

Since our arrival at Brazil we were conftantly in fearch of par-

rots, but could not find any tame ones to be bought. In

the tour that we made, we had the good luck to meet with

fome complaifant Portuguefe, who' parted with one to Mr.
1' Huillier i this officer found means alfo to get one for Mr. de

Belcourt. Upon our returning on board, a Spaniard who talked

a little French, and whom we had commiffioned to procure us

fome, offered us four, two of which were already reared, and

talked the Portuguefe language, as did the two of which I have

already fpoken. The other two were but jull taken from their

neft, and could not feed themfelves. I gave a ftripcd ribband for

one of thefe laft ; and I preferred it with an idea that it would

learn the French language with greater facility. I kept him till the

beginning of May, when he died of a catarrh in the head. This

catarrh had caufed his eyes to fwell. It fell upon his lungs, and

having rendered him aftmatic, it was impoflible for me to lave

him.

Among thefe parrots there were three kinds, which differed in

their plumage and fize. One of M. l' Huillier's had the feathers

of his neck and ftomach of a tawny and changeable red, mixed

with a little grey ; the top of the fore part of the head of a ver-

milion colour, rather faded and extinguifhed, the tips of the wings

of a brighter red than that of the rofe, and feveral of the feathers

in the wings and tail of a fine carmine ; others of a very fine

azure blue, and fome black : all the reflof the bciy was gicen.

He fpoke Portuguefe extremely well, and learnt 1 French very

cafily. He died juft upon our arrival at the Mulouine illands.

The fecond was bigger than any we had : tJic top of his

head was of a vermilion red, the two fides of a light blue to-

wards the ears, and which grew fainter even fo niuch as to be-

come grey in pioportion as the feathers were at a greater dillance

from t!icm. The wini^s and t;;il were like thofe ct the firff. Tiie
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others were fcarce above half that fize ; they refembled them how-
ever as to their plumage, except that the red upon their heacU

was much more lively, which might perhaps be owing to their

being younger. Monf. de Bougainville's parrot died of the

fame diforder -as mine, during our flay at the Malouine iflands

;

M. de Belcourt's fell into the fea and was drowned, fo that out

of fevcn, we brought no more than two to France, Mr. 1' Huil-

lier's large one, which I delivered to him fafc and found at Ver-

failles, and one of the fmaller kind which had no tail, for he

plucked out the feathers of it as fall as they grew. The failor

to whom it belonged, had not taken near tlie fame care of^ him
as we had done of ours, and yet preferved him. It was impofli-

ble to fpeak better than he did; and he imitated the cries of the

children we had on board, and thofe of the cabbin boys when
they were whipt for any fault they had committed, the cackling

of the hens, and the noife of all the other animals we had in the

^frigate, fo well, as to deceive every body that heard him.

Palling by the habitation in which we had lodged our Acadian

families, we heard a noife like that of a wood-cutter felling of

wood. We afked a freed negro, what it was ? It is, anfwered he,

'a monkey that ranges about the garden to eat the fruit and the

corn, and is giving notice to his comrades to come and afliil him

}

'but if I had a good gun like yours, I would foon diflodge him.

He has been two or three days making this racket. One of our
' boatfwains lent him his gun ; the negro loaded it with large

(hot, followed the noife, and (hot at the monkey twice without

making him run away : at the third (hot he fell dead at the foot

of the tree. The boatfwain brought the monkey on board the

frigate where we had opportunity to examine him at our leifure.

He was near two feet eight inches high, when (landing upon his

hind legS} his hair was long, and of a fawn coloured brown all

over his body except under the belly, which approached

the clear fawn colour. His brown beard began from his ears

and fell near five inches upon his bread j his feet and hands

were blacky his ears, deditute of hair, were well detached from

each
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each other and his face covered with a tawiiy down, fo clofe as

to be hardly diftinguifliable from the ikin. His eye brows were

of a darker hue and prominent. His tail was as long as his body

including his head.

I know not at what fport he had lofl: his left eye : this, how-

ever, was not to be perceived without a clofe examination } for in

the focket he had fubftituted a ball, compofed of a gum which was

unknown to us, of rotten wood and fome very fine mofs, the whole

mixed up together. The eye-lid covered this ball as if it had been

really the globe of the eye. Whether he had contrived this falfe

eye to appear lefs deformed, or to cure his wounded eye, or to de-

fend it from the infultsof flies and other infe£l;s, I leave toconjeflure.

We obferved alfo, that this monkey appeared old, for the fVin of

his face was greatly wrinkled, and he had fome white hairs in

his beard. We faw but this one during our ftay at the ifland of St.

Catherine's, though we were told that there were a great number,

and that the inhabitants eat the young ones, which are very good.

They endeavoured even to perfuade me that one of the ragouts of

which I ate at the Governor's, and which I took to be an excel-

lent rabbit, was really a monkey. Be this as it would, many others

ate of it as well as myfelf, and appeared well pleafed with it.

The mafter of the habitation near which we got our wa-
ter, having perceived that Mr. le Roy, lieutenant of our Hiip,

had a great inclination for a pretty little bird that he had in

a cage, and which fang very well, made him a prefent of it.

This bird is called in the Brazils, Guranbi Engera, It is of tlie

fize of a Canary bird. Its wings, back, neck and tail are blue,

with fome white fpots about the middle of the large feathers of

the wings and tail, difpofed in the fame manner as thefe fpots

are in the wing^^ ai^d tail of the gold-finch. From the under part

of the bill along the breaft to the under part of the tail, all the

feathers are of a golden yellow, bright and glittering ; its warbling

varies like that of the Canary, and it imitates the finging of other

M birds.
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birds. There are feveral forts of them. The Brazilians call them
alfo Teitei. For its Figure, fee the Plate.

As I was walking in the fields with our captain, I perceived

him gathering a large quantity of a plant with yellow flowers^

which I took at the firft glance for the yellow amaranth, which

abounds on the rifing grounds on the coaft of Terra Firma.

Curiofity led me to a(k him the ufe which he meant to put

it to. He told me, that it was the DoraJilla; that when he

was at Valparafo, he had heard it called by that name} and

that in that town, as well as in all the others in Peru,

where he had been, they ufed a great deal of it in infufion for

the cure of pains in the ftomach. Our captain was fubje6l to
them at times. 1 gathered a pretty large quantity of it, and we
drank it fometimes by way of tea. The tafte of it is agreeable

enough. Others call it Fira-verdai this is the name that is

given to it at Montevideo alfo. Frezier, in his account of his

voyage to the South feas, fays, that a French furgeon made ufe

of it with great fuccefs in the cure of the tertian ague. But the

Doradilla which the Spaniards have, is a kind of fpleen-wort,

the leaf of which is curled. They attribute great virtues to it.

The ftalk and leaves of the vira-verda, which we fpeak of at

prefent, are fpongy, and like the yellow amaranth, its flower is

an aflemblage of fmall yellow buds, the leaves of which are point-

ed. The flowers of the amaranth are in form of a rofe, and the

leaves of it are difpofed in the fame manner.

At our return from fifhing, abundantly fupplied as ufual,

we examined the different forts of fifli, and among them
found that which is called in the Brazils Panapana. The one

that I give the figure of was two feet and a half long from the

head to the beginning of the tail, the diflance between the eyes

was ten inches. Its fkin was rough and hard like that of a (hark,

but confiderably finer, nearly the fame as that of the fkin of a

kind of fhark, commonly Aim and of a middling fize, which our

failofs call Demoifel/ei we catched three or four of them during

our

ii
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our flay at the ifland of St. Catherine's, and two at the Maldo*

nades at the mouth of Kio de la Plata.

The head of the Panapana is flat, ill-formed, and in the fliape

of a hammer. Its eyes are at a great didance from each other j

being placed at the oppofite extremities of the head. Its mouth

and tail are like thofe of the (hark, its teeth are very (harp ; but

I did not find feven rows of them. Our failors gave it the name
of marteau or hammer, which is very applicable to its (hape.

Among the number of plants which I gathered, was a fort of

pepper, or pimento, very common in the fields along the fkirts of

the woods. Its tafte is infinitely (harper than that of the pimento

or long pepper, which we are accuftomed to in France. On this

account our Tailors called it piment enragL This fruit is of the

fame length form and colour, but at leall twice as thick as that

of the Barberry tree. It is at firft green, and grows red as it be-

comes ripe. The flower which precedes it, is like that of the

pimento. The plant which bears it, grows to the height of about

two feet. It is full of branches and joints } its flem is round,

green, and rather (lender. The leaves of it are in (hape like

thofe of thefolanum borten/e, or garden nightfliade j but as fmall

as thofe of the cbempodium foetidum or vuharia, which they re-

femble much. One of the fmall fruits of the piment enrage put

into fauce, heightens the flavour as much as an entire one of the

larger fort. This induced our failors to lay in a large provifion

of them.

I had alfo furnifhed myfelf with all the ripe feeds of the plants

which I found, and having met with fome Portuguefe women in

a hut, who were picking cotton to feparate it from its feeds,

they gave me a handful of them. They did me the greater plea-

fure, as I was very defuous of having fome, and as I could not

gather any from the plant, the flirub being juft then in flower.

The wood of it is tender and fpongy ; the bark thin and grey.

In leaves are of a bright green when young, but grow of a

deeper colour as they approach to maturity, or as the (hrub

grov.'S old. They are large, and divided into five parts, which

M 2 terminate
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term;: :ate in a point. Thofe which are neareit the flower are

only in three parts, and refemble much thofe of the Ricinus.

Its flowers are almofl: like thofe of a fmall (hrub, which is now
in fafliion for the decoration of our parterres, called ^baa i

They are not however quite fo open. They are yellow towards the

end, and fpotted with red at the bottom. It is a pentapetalouft

plant, fupported by a calix of fmall green leaves, which are hard

and pointed. To the piftil fucceeds a bud, or oval fruit, which
in its ftate of maturity is of the bignefs of a duck's v jg. This
ijruit is divided into three or four different cells, filled with a

white ftringy fubflance, which inclofes ten or twelve feeds of a

dark brown colour flicking together two by two, like wheat in

the ear. Thefe feeds are of the fize of a pea, and about three

or four lines in length.

This ftringy fubftance is that which we know by the name of

cotton. It fwells and fprings in the fliell, which contains it, in

fuch a manner as to force it open when the fruit is ripe. At
that time the feeds, full of an oily fubftance, feparate themfelves,

with tne locks of cotton which inclofe them, and fall from the

fruit, unlefs care is taken to gather them in time.

The Portuguefe muft certainly be unacquainted with the ma-
chines which are made ufe of in our Antilles, for feparating the

cotton from the feeds which it inclofes, and to which it fticks {

or elfe the Portuguefe women I have feen employed at this

work, did it merely by way of amufement j for they feparated it

bit by bit, only by pinching the cotton between their fingers.

They fpin it afterwards to make cloth of it } but I do not know
with what machine, as I never faw them at that work.

This is the only kind of cotton tree which I found cultivated

in the ifland cf St. Catherine's, and upon the coafts of the

Continent in its neighbourhood. It is very different from the

cotton tree in the Brazils, of which Dampier fpeaks in the

following terms : " Its flower is compofed of fmall filaments al-

** moft as loofe as hair, three or four inches long, and of a dark
*' red except the tipsi, which are of an afli colour. At the bot-

" torn

li,
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•* torn of the ftalk there are five narrow ftiff leaves about fix

<* inches long." The kind which Frezier fpeaks of, refembles

in every i-efpefl that which I have defcribed, except that the feeds

of the latter are not feparated from each other, and difperfed in

the cotton, as that author fays, and as he has reprefented them

in the figure which he has given of the fruit. It feems as if fa-

ther Labat had copied from this figure of the cotton tree the one

which he has inferted in the fecond volume of his new voyage

to the American iflands, or perhaps Frezier may have taken it

from him. The figures given by each of them are exa£lly alike»

In a hut a little farther on, where we went to beg fome water

to drink, the woman who gave us fome was employed in ftrip-

ping leaves, with long thin thorns on the ftalk, from a kind of

reed very common along the fides of the woods and roads. She

drew from them a fort of green thread extre.iiely fine, much like

raw-filk, and of a light green colour. She told us, that (he after-

wards fpun this ftringy fubftarxe to make lines and fifhing nets

of it, which (he faid lalled a long time. Perhaps it might be made
ufe of for other purpofes.

Not far from thence, I faw fur the firft time, a kind of aloes

called pi/bey the leaf of which when fteeped like hemp affords a
fubftancc fit for fpinning, and of which they make linen cloth

in the Eaft. From the midft of a fcore of leaves, about five feet

high, and at lead three inches thick at the bottom, their edges

thorny, ending in a point, hollowed out, and of a fine green,

fprang up a green flalk of about eight inches diameter at the

bottom, which diminiihcd gradually to the top, and grew to the

heighth of at leaft thirty feet. From the heighth of about twenty^

feet of thk (lalk quite to its fummit, there fprang branches to^

the number of twelve or fiftten, adorned with a number of fprigs,

almoft like the growing flalk of the lilly plant, when rifing about

two inches from the earth. Thefe tufts of fprigs grow irre-

gularly along the branches, which are dcftitute of any other

foliage, and fpread themlelves almoft horizontally. Without

doubt, thefe fprigs wlicn arrived to a certain pitch of maturity,

6 break
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break of themfelves, and take root in the earth where they hap-

pen to fall. I picked up about fifteen with their roots, which

I carried on board, where we planted them in boxes placed over

our cabbins. They did very well there, and we (hould in all pro-

bability have preserved the greateft part of them, if, notwith-

ftanding all our care, two cats which we had on board had not

fcratched up the earth of thefe boxes, and poifoned it with their

urine and excrement. We refolved at laft, though rather late,

to cover them with fifhing nets, fupported by hoops, and we
preferved two plants of them as well as fome cotton trees, raifed

from the feeds which we had fown. They were all tranfplanted

at our arrival at St. Malo's, into the garden of Beau Sejour at

St. Servant, which was occupied by M. Duclos Guyot our

captain.

The Portuguefe have perhaps remarked that the fprigs of the

pitbcj which have thus taken root of themfelves, do not thrive

fo well as thofe, which have been carefully put into ground well

tilled. This is probably what induces them to make holes of

about a foot fquare in the earth beneath the branches, and
about the plant itfelf, where I found five or fix of thefe fprigs

planted % and which, in reality, feemed to have thriven better

than thofe which had been wholly abandoned to nature. I can-

not fay, whether the pitbe bears any other fruit, or whether it

multiplied by any other means.

Befides lemons and or^inges, there is in the ifle of St. Cathe-

rine's a fort of refrefiiment for fportfmen. This fruit, which is

very common, is called the American Indian fig. It is in fhape

much like our figs. Its firfl fkin is green ; it then grows rather

yellow, and afterwards aHames the colour of red lacker on the

fide which has been expofed to the rays of the fun. This fkin

is fluck full of very fmall prickles. Thofe who gather this fruit

and peal it mufl be very dextrous, not to fill their fingers

with thefe prickles, which are almoft imperceptible. Happily

they caufe more uneafinefs than mii'chief, till one has found the

method of getting rid of tl em.

Under

m
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Under the fkiri, which is about as thick as that of a fig is

found a white covering, thin and tenderer than the other.

It inclofes a foft fubftance, of a bright red, mixed with fmall

grains like thofe of the fig. This fubAance has an actd

tafte, a little fweet, and extremely grateful. When people

eat a confiderable quantity of it their urine becomes red»

but without any harm refulting from it. This fruk is even

cooling. Our captain, his two fons and myfelf, were almofl the

only people who eat of it : the others did not dare to follow our

example through apprehenfion of fuffering feme inconvenience

from it.

In order to avoid running any of the rifques which I have

mentioned in gathering thefe prickly figs, get a fmall piece of

wood fhaped like a bodkin, and ftick it into the fig near the

ftalk } cut off this flalk with a knife, and holding the fruit in

this manner at the end of the bit of wood, peal it lightly all

round, without touching it with your fingers.

On Saturday the tenth of December we fent out ibme people

to (hoot in the ifland, in order to procure fome game to treat

the Governor, whom M. de Bougainville had invited to dine

on board our frigate the next day. They brought nothing but

parrots, fnipes, and fome other birds.

We found in a wet marlhy foil a prodigious quantity of a

fort of crab which live on fliorc,. and make their retreat in holes

which they dig. They give them the name of tourkurous j the big-

geft are not above two inches wide. The fhape of their fliell is

almod fquare, of a brownirti red, growing Ughter by degrees

towards the belly, which is of a clear red. This fliell or helmet

is pretty fhong though thin. Their eyes are of a fliining black

and as hard as horn. They flioot out and drawn in again like

thofe of lobflers.

Thefe crabs have four legs on each fide, each of them com.,

pofed of four joints, the laft of which is flat and terminates in a
point. They make ufe of them to walk fideways, like common
crabs, and to dig up the eai th. Befidc thefe, they have two

other

n ll.!:
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other legs or claws, bigger than the former, but efpecially the

light, which is at leaft double the fize of the other. Thefe

claws or pincers are of a bright red, (haped like tbofe of

fea^crabs; they make u(e of them for cutting leaves, and the roots

of plants on which they feed. When they fee any thing which

frightens them they ftrike thefe two clawf againft each other,

as it were to frighten tlieir enemy, and lift up the biggeft of

them perpendicularly, marching thus in a flate of defence } but

retiring at the fame time into their holes. Thefe claws as well as

their legs, are fo fUghtly fixed to their body that they come off in

the hands of thofe who endeavour to take them, and the tourlou-

rou efcapes.

Both fexes have their tails bent under their bellies, where it

enters fo exactly into a cavity which is in the (hell of the belly

that it can hardly be diftinguifhed. That of the male diminifhes

in fize quite to the end. The female's is equally large to its

extremity. As f^fl: as the female lays her eggs, they attach

themfelves to the long rough hairs with which the under part

of the tail is furniflied. Thefe fuppbit, "cover, and prevent

them from falling, or from being detached by the fand, herbs,

or other unequal furfaces which fall in her way.

Thefe animals were Co numerous in this marAiy ground, that

it was impoHTible to fet down one's foot witliout crufliing feveral

of them, I cannot fay whether the inhabitants of the coafts

eat thefe animals, as they do in the Antilles, where they are of

great fet vice to the Carribbees and negroes. The Creoles them-

felves, according to father Labat, regale themfelves with them.

About ten o'clock in the morning, on Sunday the eleventh of

December, we received the Governor on board. He left

the town by two in the morning, in his canoe, with his fon,

accompanied by a minifter from the King of Portugal, who was

fiift prelident of the fovereign council of Rio Janeiro, by the

Oviodore, the major, and fome other officers of the garrifon.

The tide and a contrary wind had prevented their arriving

fooner.

The

I
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The tent was pitched upon the quarter-deck, which was fct

out in form for the vonipany » the (hip was fpread with the

quarter-cloths, and the French flag difplayed. When every body

was feated, I faid mafs with the ufual folemnities } and at noon

a dinner was ferved up as elegant as poHible in our prefent

fituation. The King of Portugal's health was drunk, under a

difcharge of eleven pieces of cannon, which were all anfwered

regularly from the fort of Santa Cruz.

After dinner fome inferior officers, the fame, who had played

on different inflruments at the Governor's, played again, and

made a kind of concert, which lafted about two hours. During

this amufement, a wind arofe unfavourable to the Governor's

return, the weather became overcaft, and fo heavy a rain fell

that it was fcarce poflible to think of going back to the town,

or even to one of the forts. M. de Bougainville propofed a

party of play to amufe thefe gentlemen, which was accepted.

The wind and rain continuing, M. de Bougainville perCuaded

the governor and his company to lie on board. While we were

waiting for fupper, which confided only of the remains of the

dinner, and at which the Governor, as well as moft of the

reft of the company, drank only a glafs of water, I converfed

all the time with the Portuguefe minifter, who wanted no-

thing but pradice to fpcak the French language well, and

who made ufe of very cxpreflive Latin words, whenever he was

at a lofs for a French term. This minifter, who wa^ well ac-

quainted with Brazil, and was at that time upon his tour through

the country, according to cuftom, was fo obliging as to anfwer

all my queftions, and gave me all the information I could wiHi

relative to the country and its inhabitants, of which I fliall give

an account hereafter.

Meflieuis de Bougainville, and de Nervillc, gave up their beds

to the governor, and the Portuguefe minifter ; the Ovicdore lay

in the cabbin of M. Duclos Guyot our captain, and the other

ofliccrs would abfolutely lie upon the table under the tent, where

niatralRs were fpread for ilieni. Wc all pailed the night as well

as wc could. At four o'clock in the moining, the governor and
N his
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his company fet off in his boat for Fort Santa Cruz, to give

orders that we might be fupplied with oxen, &c. and every

thing we wanted. At his going away, we faluted him with

nine pieces of cannon, which were immediately returned by
the fort.

Before we fat down to fupper, M. de Bougainville had begged

the favour of the Governor, to get the letters we had written to

give our friends fome intelligence about us, conveyed to Portugal,

and from thence to France. A few days after, a Portuguefe

f!iow, which then lay at anchor before the town of Our Lady in

Ex:k, intended to fet fail for Rio de Janeiro, and had pro^

mifed us to deliver our packets to (bme one of the captains of

the ileet, which was to fet out from thence towards the end of

the month. The Governor very readily took this commiiTion

upon himfelfi and M. de Bougainvilk ient him our parcels.

But whether the Rio de Janeiro fleet was gone, before our let-

ters reached that place, or whether from any other accident, it

is certain that our parcels never came to hand.

Five or fix hours after the Governor's landing at Fort Santa

Cruz, a prefent came to us from bim of two oxen, as many cow»,

a heifer, two turkeys, twenty-lix Braail ducks and drakes with

large red tufts, and other refrelhments. M. de Bougainville had

in the evening prefented him with a box full of fnufF-hoxes,

painted and varnilhed by Martin, and with fome very hand>

fome fans.

The two following days were employed in compleating our

provifion of wood for firing } it was compofed of falLfras, cedar,

and of yellow wood of ^-azil. Having been told by a free

negro, that the tree whicli bears the balfam of copaiba^ known
under the name of copahu, is not rare in this country, I did

my utmoft to get fome of it, bdt could not fucceed. The Por-

tuguefe who had promifed to procure me fome, aflured me that

this balfam only flows during the full moon.

As our deftination was for a country, where our failors bad

never yet been, and waofe feas and weather were reputed tem-

peiluous.

It' :
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peiluous, before we fet fail from Saint Catherine's, our captain,

with his ufual prudence and forefight, took care to provide him-

felf with fmall top-mads and top-gallant fails, to ferve in cafe

of bad weather.

For this purpofe he applied to the free negro, of whom I have

made mention more than once } he rendered us all the fervice

in his power with the greatefl readinefs, and even made a propofal

to M. de Bougainville of going with him ; adding, that he was

ready to go to any place where we pleafed to take him. He was

a (lout fellow, and worked hard ; M. de Bougainville would wil-

lingly have acquiefced in his demand, if he had not been appre-

henfive that the Portoguefe might have complained we had

put in to decoy away the negroes of the country } and that fuch

a report or fufpicion might be of diflcrvice to thofe' French

vefTels which might afterwards put in at St. Catherine's.

This negro went himfelf into the forell, to look out for fuch

trees as he thought might bed fuit our captain's purpofe.

When he 1. >d found them he informed him of it, and conducted

us there through thickets and bullies, in the midfl oi' which we
were obliged to climb up the mountain to get at thefe trees,

which were in the thick of the foreil. We went thither well

armed, and in a pretty large body, as well for the convenience

of cutting down thefe trees, as to be able to convey them to the

fea fide. We met with no wild beafls in the foreft, but only two

pr three large ferpents which we killed. As we were going along

I cut feven or ei^ht bamboo canes j they are a kind of knotty

reed, the joints of which are very clofe, and the clofer they arc

the more beautiful are the canes. Thefe bamboos were of a

good fize, from five feet and a half to fix feet long ; but unfor-

tunately were not come to their maturity. In drying them they

(hiivelled up, and became as it were fUited. I left them at

St. Malo's.

In order to convey our wood to the water fide, we were obliged

to tie them witli cords, and to drag them, fometimes even to lift

them, ov«r branches which flopped up our way. We were often

N 2 forced
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forced to make a road, which wc did with hatchets. I obferved

palm trees there of a prodigious heighth, of about a foot dia-

meter, and as (Iraight as buhuHies ; this is a kitv' f tree whofe

trunk and branches are quite covered with fmall .orny excref-

fences, of about fix or eight lines in diameter, or fometimes more

at their bafe, projecting about half an inch, and the thorn,

which grows in the center, being about four lines long. The
bark of this tree is grey, and refembles that of the beach tree.

May not this be the fame, which is in our Antilles called

iois epineux?

On Tuefday morning a failor, after having cut fome grafs for

our cattle, fitting down by it with his legs bare, was bit near

the ancle by a ferpent, as he told us, about a foot and a half

long, of a reddifli yellow colour in flreaks. He paid no atten-

tion to the bite, and as foon as he came on board he dined

heartily without uneafmefs, faying he was hungry. In about

half an hour after he found himfelf fick } and perceiving his leg

very much fwelled and painful, he came and acquainted me
with it. I began by endeavouring to keep up his fpirits, and

to eafe him of the fear which had feized upon him. Whilft I

was giving notice of this to the two furgeons of our frigate, he

vomited, and did the fame once or twice in the fpace of an hour.

We made him take two drams of theriaca mixed in a glafs of

wine, with ten drops of volatile fpirit of fal ammoniac, and

after having fcarified the wound, which was already become black,

applied to it a plaifter of theriaca pounded with garlick. Not-

withftanding this his ficknefs continued, and he vomited two or

three times more. The fame remedy was repeated. In the mean-

while, a Portuguefe officer from Fort Santa Cruz came on board,

to whom we related what had happened. The failor's account,

with the defcription of the reptile, gave the officer rcafon to

judge, that this ferpent was of one of thofe kinds which the

people of the country call Jararaca. " Its venom, faid he, is fo

dangerous, that it caufes inevitable death to thofe, who are not

excited by it to vomit within the four and twenty hours. But

fince
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fince your failor has vomited, you may make yourfelves cafy

upon his account. Continue however to give him the fame

medicine, with the addition of an emetic. There are fevcral other

kinds of Jararaca, wliich are equally to be dreaded -, efpccially

one, which is of an earth or cinder colour, with fome ftreaks on

the head which are rather darker." The next day, neither t'lc

blacknefs of the wound, nor the inflammation of the leg being

increafcd, the emetic was given to the patient, and a frcfh plaifter

of the fame kind as the former vas applied. After this no other

accident happened to him, and the wound was treated as a

common one. He was purged twice afterwards, and from that

time was very well. In going into the woods and fields, you

are almoft always liable to be bit by thefe dangerous reptiles,

which are very numerous there. We very frequently faw in the

fand on the fea fide, winding furrows formed by the traces of

ferpcnts which had palled there. If any one who has the mif-

foitune to be bit by one of them, does not immediately meet

with proper adiftance, he muft expeft to die in the molt cruel

tortures. Some forts, efpecialiy thofe of the Juraracas, exhale a

very ftrong fmell of muik. This fmell is of great fervice to thofc

who know it, to prevent their being furprifed by them.

The only lizard which I faw in the ifle of St. Catherine's,

might be about two feet long, and three or four inches broad:

Its Ikin was black, fpotted with white from the head to the end

of the tall. The belly was much the fame, but the white was

rather prevalent j all over the reft of the body, the black and

white was almoft equally difpofed in fpots of a regular figure :

its ftiape in other refpe^ts was like that of the green lizards in

France. M. de Nerville, who was with me, was preparing his

gun to fire at him, when I perceived that the animal was dead.

We went towards it ; but as it already ftank very much, we did

not think proper to examine it with greater attention. Might

not this be what is called by the people of the country the

Maboyay or Tejuguact4, and Iguana by Pifon and Margraft ?

The
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The rattle fnake is very common there : its length extends as

far as three feet, but very fcUlom exceeds above halt' a foot more.

Its colour is of an iron grey, regularly (Vreaked. At the extremity

of its tail is fallened what ti)e Spaniards call its cafcabeUe^ and

for the fame rcafon the ferpcnt cajcabella. This cafcabelle, which

wc have chofe to call the rattle, on account of the noife it makes,

lefembles the hulks of peas dried upon the plant. It is divided

in the fame manner into feveral joints, which contain fmall

round little bones, whofe fridlion }M'oduces a found much like

that of two or three rattles, or fmall bells which make but a dull

noife. The day that M. de Bclcourt ar.d I were in the woods
looking for the animal whofe traces we had fcen in the fand,, we
thought we heard this found mixed with a kind of hilling; which

alfo was much like the nolle ufually made by gralhoppers. The
bite of this ferpent is fo dangerous, that it is happy for the in-

habitants of the countries where it is found, that nature has

given to this reptile a fign to warn them of its approach \

without which, its colour differing very little from that of the

earth, it would be very difficult for them not to be furprifed by

it, and to avoid it. This animal is alfo called boicinininga.

To feed the cattle which we were taking with us from the

ifland of St. Catherine, we laid in a provifion of the ftalks of

the banana tree^ with which we covered our quarter-deck, both

within and without. This forrage is the moit convenient for

tranfportation ; as it takes up very little room, and was therefore

lefs cumberfotne than any other, ikfides, meadows are very

fcarce in this ifland, as well as along the coaff of the Continent,

and the little grafs which grows there is marihy. It would have

been difficult to have procured a fuliicient quantity of itj and

that even, not being come to a ftatc of matuilty fit for keeping,

would have heated, and afforded a very bad fubfiflencc for thefe

cattle. The ftalks of the banana were a very good fubftitute,

as much on account of their keeping very well, as becaufe they

are very nouriihing. We had only to cut them in pieces with

a knife.
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a knife, after which our oxen and (hcep ate thctn with great

eagernefs.

The banana is a plant, the ftem of which is compofed only

of leaves rolled one upon the other, of a reddifh white colour in

Ibme places, and a greenifli yellow in others. When the root

(hoots out a fprig, there are only two leaves rolled one within the

other, which appear coming out at the edge of the ground.

Thefe leaves unfold and expand themfel^es, to give way to two

others, arifmg from the fame center. Thefc > 'ing rolled up as

the former, expand themfelves in the fame manner, and are fol-

lowed by feveral others, which growing higher and broader as

they fucceed each other, and being alw. j j rolled up in the fame

wainer, form at length the ftcm of this arboreous plant, which

fifes to eight, ten, and evert twelve feet ; but not any higher.

Then the leaves grow out from the top, and the middle of the

ftem, to which they are conne6^cd merely by a foot ftalk about

an inch in diameter, a foot long, round on one fide, and hn'-

lowed on the other by a groove in the middle. This foot ftalk

being continued, forms the vein or band which runs along the

middle of the leaf, which is fometimes fifteen or eighteen inches

wide, and fix or feven feet long. The fupine dilk of this leaf

is of a fine green colour, the prone drfk of a green inclining to

grey, which makes it appear filvercd. It is nearly of the fub-

ftance of very thick parchment , yet it is fo delicate, and its fizc

expofes it fo much to the action of the wind, that it is divided into

feveral flips. Thefe flips extend from the vein running in the

middle towards the edges of the leaf, by the fide of the fmaller

veins running in the fame dire<Slion, and appearing, fome like

narrow fiiver rihbands, others like flips of the fame colour, fixed

to the vein in the middle, and rolled upon themfelves.

When the banana is grown up to its natural height, it is from
nine to ten inches in diameter, and the flem of it is fo tender,

that, though tlie leaves of which it is compofed, are joined very

clofe to each other, it may eafily be cut with a knife, or even

with a fingle ftroke of a hedging bill» taken a little aflant -, for

3 tjic
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efpecially when roafted. It taftes indeed much like this kind of

but'er, ilippofing it to have been mixed with the pulp of quinces

rather too ripe. ' is efteemed an excellent kind of food; for

my part, I found nothing extraordinary in it; though I eat the

fruit both raw and roafted, ripe and unripe, in order to judge of

the difference of the tafte.

We had been very defirous of providing ourfelves with a quan-

tity of batatas and yams^ but they were not yet in a (late fit

to be taken out of the giound. The batata is a fpecies of pota-

toe, or topinambou, but much more delicate.

The yam is a creeping plant, furnifhed with branches which

take root, and fpring up again without cultivation; fo that if

care is not taken to root out a number of them, they will foon

fpread all over the foil, though there fliouM not have been

more than one or two roots planted at firft. The ftem is fquarc,

of the fizc of one's little finger, or thereabouts. Its leaves are

cordiform, having their apex a little lengthened out and pointed.

They are of a dark green colour, as large as thofe of the lappa

major or greater bardana. They grow lefs in fize as they are

placed farther from the root ; but they are ftill fniooth, thick,

and pulpy, fixed to the ftem in pairs, by fhort petioles, fquare,

and rather curvated. From the ftem arife fome clufters of fmall

campanulate Rowers, the piftil of which becomes a filiqua or

pod, filled with fmall black feeds. Thefe feeds are feldom fown,

becaufe the plant thrives better and fafter from flips. For this

purpofe, the head of the fruit, with part of the ftem fupporting

it, is put into the ground.

The root is more or lefs thick in proportion to the goodnefs of

the foil in which it grows. The rind is unequal, rough, thick,

of a deep violet colour, and very hairy. Tiie infide is of the

confiftence of beet-root, of a greyifh white, bordering fome-

times upon a flefh colour. It is eaten prepared in the fame man-
ner as the beet-root, boiled in water, or roafted on the embers,

fometimes with the meat. It is well tafted, very nourifhing, and

» O eafy
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eafy of digcftion. The negroes and Portuguefe arc remarkably

fond of it.

One of the two married Acadians, who were lodged in a hut

on fhore, was afHifled with a violent diarrhoea, which baffled

all the fkill of the two furgeons of our frigate. The freed negro

offered to cure him with a ptifan, and might probably have fuc-

ceeded, if he had had more time for the application, for the man
found himfelf much better after having taken it only for two days.

What this negro called a ptifan, was no more than a fimple d&>

co6lion of the ends of the buds and infant fruit of the guaiava.

If this fruit had been a little farther advanced, perhaps it might

have been ftill more ferviceable. The Acadian not having laid

in a ftock of thefe buds, before we failed, had it not in his power

to continue the medicine : his diforder returned upon him with

greater force, and did not leave him till about a fortnight before

our departure from the Malouine iflands, where he began to find

himfelf better a few days after our landing. The wholefomenefs

of the air, added to the exerci(e he took, made him ftronger

every day, and at the time we fet fail from thence, he thought

himfelf perfeftly cured.

The fame negro had cured the Acadian's wife's fiftcr, whofc

name is Bertoit, in a few days of an inflammation in her legs,

which had got to fuch a height, that fhe could fcarcely (land.

This inflammation was attributed to a fcorbutic habit. However

this was, (he complained of great pains in her ancle-bones, which

went off after the negro had applied a fomentation made of fome

herbs of the country boiled in clear water. In fix or feven days

flie was cured ; and they aflured me, that the negro had ufed no-

thing but the guaiava.

The guaiava is a tree well known in our American iflands.

Thofe which were called by that name on the ifland of St.

Catherine's, were not more than eight feet high, and the trunk

between feven and eight inches in diameter. None of thofe

I faw were of a larger fize. The bark of it was fomething whiter

than that of the apple-tree, its branches extended in the fame

manner,
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manner, and the fruit, which was very young, refembled apples

of about a month's growth. By the leaves and the (hape of the

tree, I took it at firfl: for a quince-tree. I was told, that the

fruit when ripe is excellent, and it was reprefented to me as of

the fame kind as our guaiavas of the Antilles ; although the de-

fcription, which father Labat gives of this tree and its leaves,

does not anfwer to the guaiava tree of Brazil. In other refpe^ts,

the Portuguefe afcribe the fame properties to their guaiava tree,

as father Labat does to that of Martinico.

The fame Acadian, when he came on board again found him-

felf very much incommoded with a fmall tumor, which had come

a few days before on the great toe of his left foot. This tumor

increafed, and the pain it occafioned, increafed in proportion.

He (hewed it to the doctor (for fo we call the two principal fur-

geons on board) who immediately difcovered it to be anigua or

tiigue, or the pique, as it is called at Peru. This is an infe£l fo

exceedingly fmall, that it is fcarcely vifible. A particular defcrip-

tion of it may be found in M. Ulloa's voyage to Peru, which

exa£tly agrees with what we faw at the ifland of St. Catherines.

Our Acadian was cured by extradling the neft, and applying to-

bacco a(hes to the part. The legs of this infe£V, fays the author

I have juft referred to, are not formed for fpringing like thofe

of fleas, which is a very providential circumftance, for if it had

the power of leaping, there is no living creature in the parts

where thefe mk&s are found, but what would be full of them.

Such a breed would deftroy three fourths of mankind, by the dif-

ferent accidents it might bring upon them.

The nigua always harbours in the duft, and particularly in

dirty places. It fafiens upon one's feet, even upon the foles of

them, and upon one's fingers, and pierces the skin fo fubtilely,

that it makes its way almoft without being felt. It is feldom per-

ceived, till it begins to extend itfelf. At firft, there is no great

difficulty in pulling it out } but if it has once got in only its head,

it fixes itfelf fo firmly, that it cannot be got rid of without the

lofs of fome of the parts adjacent. If it happens not to be dif-

O 2 covered
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covered foon enough, it pierces through the firft fkin without

refiflance, and lodges itfelf there, where it continues, fucking the

blood, and makes itfelf a ned of a fine white membrane refem-

bling in Ihape a flat pearl. Within this fpace it lies (o that its

bead and feet areturned towards the ouffide for the convenience

of nouriHiment, and the refl of its body towards the inilde of

the membrane in order to depofit its eggs there. As the eggs are

laid, the membrane grows larger; and in four or five days time,

becomes one fixth of an inch in diameter. It is of the utmofi

confequence to remove this, otherwife, it will burft, and fpread

about an infinite number of fpawns, like nits; that is to fay, lb

many niguas, which will infmuate themfelves prefeAtly into the

patts about, and create a great deal of pain, not to mention the

difficulty of diflodging them. Sometimes they will penetrate

even to the bune ; and after one has fucceeded fo far as to get

rid of them, the pain continues till the flefh and fkin are

entirely healed.

The operation is tedious and painful. It confifls in feparating

with the point of a needle the flcfh which touches th6 mem-
brane, wherein the eggs are contained ; and this is not eafy to

be done without cracking the membrane, a circumflance abftv

lutely nccefiary to be guarded againft. After having detached

every ligament even to the fmallef), the pearl is next to be re-

moved, which is larger or fmalkr in proportion to the time the

infect has been lodged there. If unfortunately the nef^- fhould

be broken, double care muft be taken in feparating all the roots,

and particularly in fecuring the principal nigua ; who, if fhe

efcapes, will begin again to lay her eggs bcfoie the wound is

clofed, and burying herfelf in the flefli would make it much
more difficult to remove her. In the cavity made by the tumor,

ti^ey put fome hot afhes of chewed tobacco.

/ilthough this infedl is not felt at the time of its penetrating

throui;h the fkin, by the next day it cau!es a violent and very

painful itching, particularly in fome parts, fuch as under the nails.

The
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The pain is not Co great at the bottom of the foot, the ikin there

being thicker.

It is obferved that the nigua has a mortal antipathy to certain

animals, particularly the Cerda, which it devours by degrees, and
whofe fore and hind feet are found after its death full of

holes.

NotwithHanding the fmallnefs of this infefV, it has been ob«

ferved to be diflinguifhed into two fpecies, the one venomous,

the other not. The latter is of the colour of fleas, and makes

the membrane white, in which it depofits its eggs. The other

fort iS ydlowith, and its nefl; is of the colour of afhes. One of

the properties of this fpecies is, when it has inlinuated itfelf into

the extremity of the great toe, to caufe a very high inflammation

in the glands of the groin, accompanied with fharp pains, which

do not go ofl^ till the eggs are extirpated. It is to M. de Judieu

that we owe this diflin6!ion of the niguas into two fpecies.

That gentlemen, as well as the other French Academicians, who
accompanied him in his voyage to Peru, having had the morti-^

fication of repeatedly experiencing thefe pains, which they knew
not how to account for.

During tlse great heats, the utmoft care is necefliary to avoid

wetting one's ieet. Without this precaution as appears by expe-

rience a man is liable to a diforder of fo dangerous a nature,,

that it is generally mortal.

On Wednefday, the 14th of December, having got our pro-

vifions on board, and the v/ind being foutherly, at ten in the

morning we unmoored and ieiit our longboat on ihore for the

reft of our t':ings, and the Acadians. Before they were taken

into the boar, their baggage was examined with great care to-

fee if no Cancrebs had got in amongft it, fome of them having,

been feen in thtir hut. Thefe are infers of the fize of a May
bug, and lomething of the fame form, though rather flatter

and longer, having a coat of a very dark green, but neither fo>

hard nor fo folid. Th«y do an incredible deal of mifchief ia

fliipsj as they multiply very faft, and lodge themfelves every

where.

^11
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tree : but the leaves were a little too large : the fruit had the ap-

pearance of a green almond, but on a clofe examination was

found to be made fomewhat in the fhape of a heart. Another

bore a flower or fruit, refembling the veiicles or membranes

which encompafs the fruit of the plant called jilkakengas. This

Brazilian fruit is of the fize of a fmall nut, and the outfide is of

a whitifh yellow. It opens itfelf into four parts, and is com-

pofed of feveral fimilar coats, whofe internal furface is of the

colour of the fined carmine. Thefe barks, or parts of the fruit

or flower are fo ranged, that the middle of the upper coat forms

a covering to the edges, by which the four internal divifions

are connedled. Thefe coats are eight in number, four external,

and four internal, each of them about the thicknefs of the twen-

tieth part of an inch: on the infide is faflened to the center, a

fmall white ball, which is undoubtedly the pifliillum ; if it is a

flower I am defcribing. I fhewed it to a Portuguefe, who could^

not inform me either of its name or properties.

The caraguata is a plant veiy common in thefe woods, and

moft of the rocks upon the coaft are covered with it. It is like-

wife found in great plenty upon the branches of large trees, like

the mifletoe upon our apple-trees and oaks. It has a long,

fliarp, prickly leaf, almoft like that of the flags, which plant it

refembles both in the fhape of its leaves and their fituation, as

they all come out from the root : but this produces a round

ftem furniflied with fome leaves that are of the cotour of the

fineft carnation, as is likewife the tip of fome of the internal-

leaves of the tuft, which are ncarefl- to the ftem. At the top of

this ftem are produced fpikes of flowers of a lively red, which*

are fucceeded by a kind of fruit half an inch long, of the thick-

nefs of a* large quill, and of a violet colour. It contains a

white vifcous fubftance full of feeds, which are flattiflij reddifli,.

and very fmall. I ihould imagine, that the caraguata is a fpecies^

of the algs or flags. la a narrow path traced out near the

border of the woods, we found fome plants called by the Bra-

zilians juquiri^ and caato^ and by \a fenjiuve. Of thefe we (aw'

twa^
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two forts i that which I am going to fpeak of, produces ftems

about two feet high, full of branches, and flriated, nearly qua-

drangular, of a green colour, and pretty well defended with

fmall ycllowifh prickles. The leaves are {lationed oppoAtely

upon the pliant branches : the prone diik is of a whitifli green,

the fupine dilk of a pale green. From the length of the ^ i

fcveral branches pufh out, whofe extremities arc ornamente* x.a

a fmall round head, which is hairy, and of a whitifli purple.

This is the flower, which is fuccecded by a Jiu(k or fmall pod,

crooked, and of a diefnut colour; when ripe, it is covered with

fmall white hairs.

The fecond fort does not rife to any great height from the

ground i I have only feen it in the fanJy lands along the coall

:

it feems to creep as it were, and does not dift'er from the former.

Both of them fliut their leaves and let their branches fall,

as if they were bladed, almoft at the inflant they are touched

with the hand. The next moment they appear again in their

full vigour. It is from this circumftance, no doubt, that they

liave obtained the names of ibe cbafte berb^ berba cajla, mimofa.

The leaves when eaten are a deadly poifon, which can only be

counterafted by eating the root itfclf. The fame leaves, when
applied as a cataplafm, are a cure for fcrophulous humours.

The foil of St. Catherine's ifland, and the coafts of the con-

tinent are fo prodigioufly fertile, that the bed fruit grows there

in abundance almoll without culture. The forefls abound with

odoriferous flirubs. The road affords a very great variety of

excellent fifli. The figures of thofe, to which our feamen have

given the names of Balaou, Lune, Brune^ Lame d'l'ph, Crgpaux

de mer, 6cc. may be feen in the plates. The long beak by which

tlie Balaou is diftinguiflied induced me to name it the Beccaffine

de met, or fnipc-fifli. The extren)ity of this beak which is very

(olid, and as hard as that of a bird, is about a quarter of an

inch in length, and of the colour of the fineft vermillion. Its

body is almoft tranfparent : a fillet or ftripe of greenifti blue runs

from the gill, to the tail : its fcales are fo fine that they are hardly

6 difcernable.
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difcernable. Its flefli is firm, and has an excellent flavour. This

Lime, or moon-fifh, appears to be covered with a (heet of filver.

The Lame dWpee^ or fword- blade, could hardly have a name
better adapted to its figure. The Crapmtv de mcr, or porcupine

filh, might have been called fea-urcliins their body being covered

with prickles about two Hnes in length. In the fpecies which

approached the nearefl to the ordinary fliape of fiflies, the jaw

was armed with teeth, which were pretty large and flat like the

canine-teeth in the human fpecies, and was not unlike the human
mouth even in the lips.

We did not catch any beautiful fliell-fifli here j the only one

deferving notice was a helmet fliell, whici^ was at leaft eight

inches in diameter. We met with a foldier-fifh, and fome finall

fea-horfes. Our fiihing was always accompanied with fear j on
account of the iharks which very much infeft this road.

Tlie fliarks taken by us, a fpecimen of which is exhibited in

the plates, were not of an extraordinary fize ; they were of' that

fpecies called the dog-fifli. On an attentive examination of their

rows of teeth, we thought they amounted to feven in number,

inftead of fix, which are generally attributed to them. They
were flat, tiiangular, fliarp, and their edges were ferrated.

They did not appear to be firmly fixed in the jaw like thofe of

other animals. They were moveable, opening and fliutting like

tlic fingers, in fuch a manner that each row in recovering its

fituation h^y over the next to it, fo that the upper row bending

towards the inner part of the gullet, filled up the vacuity or in-

terval between the lower row of teeth. They are difpofed like

ti^e flates of a roof, or, perhaps, like the leaves of an artichoke.

It is laid that the ftiark is conftantly. preceded by another fifli

called \hc Pilot : we can affirm the contrary; at leaft we have

fcveral times feen fliarks without this harbinger.

The pilot is among the number of beautiful and good fea fifli.'

It is of a blue colour difpofed in ftripesj fome of them to the

number of fix are of a fine blue, which upon the back is of a

deep call, but becomes gradually lighter as they verge towards

. P the
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the billy. Four other flripes, together with the head and taif,

arc of a very clear blue, or ol' a white daflied with blue. The
eyeball is of a fine gold colour, except the pupil which is black j

the two forks of the tail are white.

I did not recoiled this fi(h by the defcription given of it in

M. Valmont de Bomare's dictionary of natural hiftory. It fcenis

rather to belong to fome fpecies of the Remora, Is he miftaken

in this article, as he is in fevcral others ? Or have I been im-

pofed upon by being told that a fifh was called the Pilots which

has no title to that name ? See the figure of it in the plate.

As we did not fee any (harks preceded by pilots ; fo neither

did we catch any one that had not upon it feveral fucking filhes

faflened clofe to it about the head. The Brazilians call the

fucking fiili JperuquiAa, and Piragui&a, the Portuguefe, Piexepo-

gador. The largeft that we caught was about eight inches long,

and two and a half over in the broadefl part. The upper

part of the head, which is two inches long, is flat, refembling

an ox's palate, furrowed acrofs, and fadened to it in fuch a

manner that the edges Hiould not adhere. Thefe furrows are

armed with piickles fo hard and folid, that when rubbed upoi>

wood, they aft as a fine file. By means of thefe, the fucking

fifli fallens himfelf fo flrongly about the gills and belly of the

ihark, that he fuffers himfelf to be taken along with him. He
cannot even be feparated without a knife or fome other indru-

ment. The under jaw is longer than the upper. This fifh has-

fmall eyes of a gold-coloured yellow, and the pupil is black. An
infinite number of fmall tubercles, that are pretty folid, fupply

the place of teeth. Near each of the gills is a triangular fiiv

about an inch long : there are two others near the belly, which

miite at the place of infertion, and one under the belly and

another upon the back, which extend from the middle of the

body to the tail. Its ikin is fmooth and flippery like that of an

eel, and of the colour of brown flate.

Many have miftaken the back of the fucking fifh for the

belly, on account of the part by which it failens itfelf to the:

Iliark..
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fliark. I have obferved it with all the attention I was mafter of,

and am convinced of the midakes of authors as to this parti-

cular i as appears by the plates.

One of our officers had a prcfent made him of two young
Tucans, called by fome Tulcan, and by the Spaniards in the

idhmus of America, Preacher, bccau(e this bird, it is faid,

perching on the top of a tree vyhile others are afleep below,

makes a noife with his tongue refembling words ill articulated,

and fpreads the found on every fuie, left the birds of prey fhould

ieize the opportunity of devouring the others while they are

afleep.

The Toucan is pretty neaily of the fize of a wood-pigeon ; but

(lands higher on its legs, which are of a blueifh grey as well as

its feet, wiiich are armed with pretty long claws ; its tail is about

four inches long, fometimes black, and 1 ounded at the end } but

ufually variegated with blue, purple, and yellow upon a dark

brown. The back and wings are of this laft colour, except fome

black feathers in the wings. Its head, though very large, is very

fmall in proportion to its bill, which is between feven and eight

inches long from the place of infertion to the end. The upper

part near the head is about two inches at the bafe, and as it

lengthens forms a figure pretty neaily triangular, and at the

iamc time convex at the upper part, the two lateral furfaces

being a little raifcd and rounded. The upper one whirh forms

the infide of the bill is hollow, having ferrated edges or lips.

The lower one is Ihaped like the upper, only it is rather con-

cave underneath. Thefe two are of an equal length, are in-

ferted into each other, and grow gradually lefs towards the

extremity, which is rather* crooked and fliarp underneath. The
tongue is a whitifli membrane almoft as long as the bill, but

very narrow ar<d flat, and has the appearance of the point of

a pen ; its eyes are round, beautiful, lively, and fparkling,

and are inferted into two bare cheeks, which are covered

wiih a fky-coioured membrane. In fome the iris is of a clear

blue cnciiclcd with white, in others it is quite black. There
P 2 arc
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are dlfTerent fpecies of them, at Veail they differ from each other

in the colour of their bill, and their feathers. The bill of fome

is green, having a black circle and two white fpots near the root.

That of others is black, the infule red, with a greenidi yellow

circle near the head. They are very common in this country.

We were likewifc aflurcd that great numbers of pheafants were

found here ; but we faw none. The gieen parrots fly here in

flocks like the fparrows in France. We killed great numbers of

them, and found them to be as good as the pigeons in our dove-

cotes. Lions, panthers, leopards, ounces, and tygers, infeft the

woods and make travelling dangerous. It is happily very feldom

that they come near inhabited places. The water of the rivers

is of an excellent quality. But all thefe advantages are defeated

by the inconvenience ariflng from a very unwholefome air, which

is probably the caufe of the pale complexion of the white people

who inhabit this country. From thefe woods, which the fun

never penetrates, grofs vapours arife without intermifllon, which

form continually thick fogs on the tops of the mountains fur-

rounding the ifland. The low grounds whicli are very marlhy,

are equally mifty from between fix and feven in the evening,

till the fun difperfes the vapours at eight the next morning. Thefe

vapours frequently fmell like mud, and as there is no free cir-

culation of air, they feem to difperfe only to make room for

others which fucceed. This unwholefome atmofphere is un-

doubtedly corrected, at leaft in fome meafure, by the multitude

of aromatic plants, whofe fweet fmell is perceived three or four

leagues at fea when the wind fets oft' the fliore. Our dogs in-

formed us of our approach to land at this diftance at leafl,

by fmtUing towards that fide for near half an hour. We
were likewifc regaled with the perfume. It is obfervable, that

dogs are of great ufe on board a fhip in difcovering its ap-

proach to land. Ours never failed to go upon the fore caftle,

where they turned their nofes to fmell on that fide ncarefl the

hnd, though at the diflance fometimes of between five or fix

leagues, when the wind fet towards us from the fliore. They

5 would
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would even give us notice of a fail, at the fame didance, if to

windward of us. They flayed there about half a quarter of

an hour, and returned more than once to the place after they

had quitted it.

P'^fldes the birds already mentioned, we frequently met with

Criaras. The Portuguefe give this name to a kind of crow, whofe

plumage is of a fine pale blue. Thefe, they fay, are the ravens

of the country. Their fhape is the fame, and they are almofl as

unpalatable. The Ti^perangas are of the fize of the thrufh } their

wings, tail, and part of tbeir bill are of a deep brown ; the refl of

their plumage is of a beautiful vermilion tindurcd with carmine,

and inclining to fcarlet. They are called by fome of our feamen

Lorys, by oihtv^ Cardinals \ but this lafl name belongs lo a bird

of nearly the fame fhape, whofe plumage is intirely red without

any mixture of brown.

On the morning of our departure from St. Catherine's as we
r ft anchor when it was almofl dark, we perceived all along

the fhiouds, haliards, and the refl of the tackling, a number of

fmall moving lights, or rather fmall moveable lamp-glafl'es.

Though we concluded that they were fire flies, our furprize was

the greater as we had not feen any of them before. They had

four wings, two of which were tranfparent like thofe of our com-
mon flies, and two opaque, fmooth, brown and folid like the

outer ones of the May-bug, and like thofe, ferving as a cafe to-

inclofe the under ones. The head is black, fhaped like the tre-

foil, and furnifhed with two antenns which are likewife black,

four lines long, and feem to be compofed of fmall horns inferted

into each other by their points. The eyes which are placed near

thefe antenna?, are round, black and firm as horn ; they are

fparkling anti prominent, and of the fize of the fmallefl poppy-

feed. The boily and legs v/hich are fix in number, are of a
darkifli brown. With the naked eye one may eafily perceive fix

rings gradually decreafing in fize from the neck to the extremity

of the body, which terminates in a rounded point. Thefe rings

are as folid as thofe of which the body of the May-fly is com-

pofed. The largeft ring which forms all the fore part of tlie

body>
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intirely of the fame colour, except a large black fpot in the middle

near the neck. This hood had the fame motions as the head,

which was round, and ferved it for an helmet : extending the

breadth of a line beyond it, quite round. On the fore-part of the

head, two black antennae, as (lender as a 6ne hair, and three Unes

in length, were placed above the eyes, which were black, not very

prominent, and refembled the feed of the amaranth. Three

fmall legs, equally black, came out from each fide of the body

;

quite covered at the place c!" infertion, with very ihort, fmall,

fine hair of a yellow orange colour. The hind part was compofed

of five rings, the two neared the body, were black and covered

with a fhort velvet fliag ; the two next were inverted with golden

hair, and the fifth, which was as broad as either of the other

two taken together, and which alfo completed the termination of

the body in a rounded point, was likewiie befet with a black

velvet fliag, but rather longer than that of the other rings. Thefe

lings were not fo firm as thofe which formed the body of the

preceding fly ; they bent under the flighteft preiFure of the finger.

The firft fly emitted fcarce any rays of light but from the head ;

this diff"ufed them from every part of its body, the head alone

excepted. Thofe which 1 had kept clol'e in frefli grafs, lived

four days, and preferved the fplendor of their light with almoft

as much brilliancy as at fi»/l, even to the time of their death.

Before we quit the road of St. Catherine's, I fliall mention a
few circumftances relative to the Brazilians, which I learned from'

the firft prefident of tlic fupreme council of Rio J^.neiro, whom I

have fpoken of above.

I did not fee any bread made of corn, except at the Governoi'a

of St. Catherine's. In every other houfe the Cafl!avi bread was
fubftituted in its room. This is a kind of a baked pafte mad&
of the flower of the root of the Manioc, which is looked upon
as a ihong poifon, when it is eaten raw. I have however feen

children, who were employed in taking off the rind of it to make
the Caliavi, eat it raw without finding any ill confequence.

Some
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Some of the inhabitants ufed to i oaft it on the coals, then f^rip

off the outfide and eat it.

There was but one fort of Manioc, which I met with oii Cue

ifland of St. Catherine's, and about the houfes on the continent.

Laet, who is quoted in the colledtion of voyages publilhed by

the Abbe Prevot, affirms that there are feveral forts of it, one i»i

particular at Brazil, which is there called yi)'pi, and may be eaten

raw without any danger. Some nations, adds he, of the race offbe

Tapouyas eat likewife the common Manioc rcw, ivbich has the effe6l of

poifon on alt other people : but theje are not hurt by ity being accuftomed

to eat it from thnr infancy. Thofe however, whom we faw eat-

ing it raw, were not of the race of the Tapouyas. They were

white children born of Portuguefe parents. The leaves of this

Manioc come very near in fliape to thofe of the Piony.

The roots are dried before the fire on hurdles, and then being

fcraped with ftiarp ftones, are made into a kind of meal, the

fmell of which rcfembles that of ftarch. This meal is put into

large pots, where it is ftirred till it grows thick, as is done in

France with the black wheat. When it is cold ar become of

the confiftence of a ftiif jelly, its tafte differs little from that of

white bread. What they provide for their cruizes and land

expeditions is thoroughly baked, and is therefore firmer and

harder for the convenience of carriage. It is fometimts boiitd in

broth, and makes a very nourilhing difh, much like our rice-

foup. Thefe roots pounded or grated frefh, and before they

have been expofed to the fire, yield a juice as white as milk,

which, if it is but fet in the I'un, curdles like cheefe, and becomes

very good food with the leaft afliftance of the fire. The method

of fcraping the Manioc roots with fharp ftotics, is an invention

of the Brazilians, who are not at all acquainted with tiiC me-
chanic aits of Europe. The Portuguefe, who were born or inertly

fettled on the ifland of St. Catherine's, and on the coaft of the

main-land, which tncompaifes it, ufe for this purpofe a large

wooden wheel, the points of which have on the outer furface a

groove. This groove is coveicd with an iion grater, upon whicji

the
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tlie roots are placed, one perfon prefling them a little down,

while another turns the wheel, which has the fame efFefl- as a

tobacco grater. By this contrivance much time and labour is

faved. But they did not preferve the white juice, which drop-

ped from thefe roots as fail as they grated them, and falling Into

a fmall hole, ran ofF upon the groind. After this operation

the roots are dried in order to be reduced to meal, and to make
the Caflavi. But this is not their only ufc. The Brazilians

make a drink of them. The procefs in making of which is

very difgufting, as well as the liquor itfelf, to thofe who know
how it is made. The females are employed in this bufinefs,

cfpecially the old women. Laet gives a particular defcription of

the whole.

The laws of every country form the manners of its inhabit-

ants ; hence it is, the manners of different nations 'have fo little

refemblance to each other. The climate likewife contributes very

much to produce this effect, it being evident that a law highly

falutary in Norway may be equally pernicious in Guinea. The
improvements introduced among thofe, which we call civilized

rations, have alfo given rife to many laws unknown among,

what we are pleafed to call, barbarous nations.

Among the Brazilians, the girls before marriage not only give

themfelves up freely, and without any fcnfe of ihame, to unmar-

ried men, but even their parents offer them to the fiifl: comer,

and carefs their lovers exceedingly ; infomuch that perhaps there

is not one girl who is a virgin at the time of her marriage.

On the other hand, when they have once ^iven th?ir promif*.,

which is the only ceremony on that occafion, thty are no longer

folicited, neither do they lillen to any other adilreflcs.

The only education they give their children is to make them

expert in hunting, fifiiing, and war. They live peaceably not-

withllanding among themfelves, and very feldom have any

private quarrels. If by chance any of them fail out and fight,

they let them go on till they are fatisfied ; but as the law of re-

Q taliation
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taliation is ftiidlly obferved among them, the man, who has

wounded another, is wounded in the fame manner by his rela-

tions, or if he has killed him, is killed in his turn by them.

All this is done by confent of the relations on both fides, and

without appeal. This law is probably the fource of that impla-

cable hatred they bear to their avowed enemies. If this rule was

introduced among us, we fliould fcarcely fee fo many quarrels

ending in the eft'ufion of human blood j our only weapons then

would be our tongues and our pens.

It is an injuftice to the Brazilians to confuier them as the moil

cruel of all men againft every other nation : they are only fo to

their avowed enemies: and excepting fome few of certain nations

whofe ferocity approaches to that of wild beads, perhaps from

the continued inl'ults of their neighbours, the Brazilians are very

humane, particularly to ftrangers, whom they receive with great

kindnefs, and in the manner related by Lery j the particulars of

which are as follow.

If one has occafion to go oftener than once to the fame habi-

tation or village, one muft take up one's lodging with the

MoiiJJacaty or head of the Family j becanfe the perfon to whom
one goes firft would be extremely offended at one's leaving him
iiim to go to another. One muft always lodge with the fame

perfon.

As foon as the traveller appears at the door, the Mouflacat, or

whoever is mafter of the houfe, preHes him to fit down on a

hammock or bed of cotton, nmig in the air, on which they

leave him for fome time without faying a word. They take this

opportunity to allemble the women, who come and fit on the

ground round the bed, with their hands over tlicir eyes. They

melt with joy j they weep, and in the midft of their tears addrefs

a thoufand flattering compliments to their gucft : " How good !

How valiant you are ! What obligations we have to you ! What
trouble you have undergone in coining Iiitlicr! How beautiful

you are ! How happy you have made us by coming hither;" and

others
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otliers to the fame efFecV. If the ftranger wifhes to imprefs on

them a good opinion of himfelf, he muft appear to be afFefled

in his turn. Leiy affirms, that he has feen Frenchmen really

affected and crying, as he expreffes it, like calves. But he advifes

thofe, whofe hearts do not happen to be fufceptible of fuch ten-

der emotions (that is to fay, to the flianie of us, Europeans, who
pique ourfelvcs, but with fo little reafon, on having more hu-

manity than the Brazilians) to figh, or at leaft pretend to figh.

Is not this reproaching us in few words, with having only the

outfide of politenefs and hofpitality, while the Brazilians are

really polite and hofpitable ?

After the firft falutation, the Mouflacat, who has retired into

a corner on pretence of making an arrow, or fome other bufi-

nefs, as if he was not taking any notice of what palled, comes

near the bed, alks the gueft how he does, receives his anfwer,

and enquires the reafon of his coming. If the gueft underllands

the language, he muft anfwer all thcfe queftions. After this, if

the Mair (for that is the name they give to Europeans) came on

foot, they bring him water, and the women wafli his feet and

legs. They then inquire if he is hungry or thirfty. If he an*

fwers, that he is both, they immediately fet upon the table as

much fifli, fowl, venifon, and other provifions as they have in

the houfe, with the liquors of the country.

Should the gueft choofe to pafs the night there, the Mouflacat

not only caufes a fine white inis (or hammock) to be prepared

for him ; but, notwithftanding the continual heat of the climate

at Brazil, makes a pretence of the dampnefs of the night to kindle

three or four fmall fires round the hammock, which are kept

up all the time the Mair is afleep with a fort of fmall fan, called

I'atapccouttt which refembles very much our fire-fcreens.

In the evening, fays Lery, who had been in this fituation

himfelf, they remove their children out of the way j fo careful

are they to get rid of every thing that may interrupt the ftran-

ger's repofe.
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As foon as he wakes in the morning, the Mouflacat comes to

inquire if he has flept well, and how he finds his health i and
though the ftranger by his anfwfr appear ever fo well fatisfied,

he cries, " Go to fleep again, my child, you have occafion for

it : I am fure yoa were very much fatigued yefterday." It is cuf-

tomary with Europeans to make them fome prefents upon thefe

occafions, and no man ought to ftir abroad without carrying

fometliing for that purpofe about him. For this reafon travel*

lers provide themfelves with fome trifling commodities, fuch -as

knives, fciflars, tweezers (which laft are in great requeft, both

men and women being accuftomed to pull cut the hair from all

parts of their bodies, except their eyebrows) combs, little look-

ing-glafles, bracelets, glafs beads and buttons, and even fiflv

hooks.

Some doubts perhaps may be entertained in refpe(51; to the

conduct of the Brazilians as reprefented in this account j but

thefe will ceafe, when it is known, that thefe men, whom we
look upon as barbarians on account of their cruelty towards

their enemies, never eat any other men but fuch as are their de-

clared enemies: that they bear a ftrong affedtion to their friend?,

and allies} and that they would fuffer themfelves to be cut in

pieces, to defend thofe with whom they live in amity from the

imalleft inconvenience.

It is not to ftrangers alone that the Brazilians fhew themfelves

tender and affedlionate. When they happen to be affli'^ed with

diforders, they treat each other with the molt humane attention

and regard. If any one is wounded, his neighbour immediately

offers himfelf to fuck the wound, and performs every other of-

fice of kindnefs with the fame zeal.

Yet religion has no fliare in regulating the conduct of the

Brazilians. They have no notion of a Deity: they do not adore

any thing, and their language has not even any word to expiels

the name or idea of a God. In their fabulous hiftories, there is

nothing to be found that has any relation to their origin or to

the
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the creation of the world. They have only a kind of ftory,,

that feems to refer to the general idea of a deluge, which de-

ftroyed the whole race of mankind except one brother and fifter,

who peopled the earth again. They unite fome idea of power

to thunder, which they call 'Tupan, for they are afraid of it, and

believe, that they derive from it the knowledge of agriculture.

They have not the moft didant conception that this life is to be

followed by another, and they have no terms to exprefs heaven

or hell. It feems, however, that they have a notion of 'bmething

remaining of them after their death j for they have a tradition,

that feveral of their people have been changed into genii, and

daemons, and that they rejoice and dance continually in charming

fields planted with all forts of trees.

The Indians of Brazil are paflionately fond of dogs of the

European breed ; and they bi ing them up for fporting. Thofe

of the country, though they rel'emble ours, are never broke of

their favage and carnivorous appetite. A Portuguel'e made us a

prefent of two, one grown up, the other fo young that he could

Icarcely walk. We were obliged to get rid of them both in

time, for it was found that no correction could keep them from

the (heep and fowls. But the Governor had given M. de Bou-

gainville a brace of pointers out of the fame bitch, about four

months old, and of the beft breed in Portugal. When we were

landed at the Malouines, and went cut a fliooting, they pointed

naturally without any teaching. M. dc Bougainville carried

them to France, and made a prefent of them to a nobleman at

court.

The 15th we failed out of the road, and continued our route

the 16th and 17th, without meeting any thing remarkable.

The 18th, in the morning, we faw a great number of birds,

which our feamen called Dtidins, and fome ^ibranta-lueJ[o% or

Ofpicjs. One of the latter flying too near our vefl'el was fliot,

and taken up out of the fea.

It is an opinion wliicli prevails in the South Sea, that the

Qucbranta-huclfos never appear but a day or two before a ftoim

VH
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or very bad weather. But we faw many of them *m fine weather,

when it was what the failors call n longfea, and no florm followed.

The fame thing is faid of the Halcyons or King-fi(hers, or as they

are otherwife called Puants. Whether it is that they really have

a bad fmell, or whether it is, that mariners have an averfion to

feeing them, as they look upon them to be birds of ill omen,

it is true we never faw any King-fifliers but we had hard wea-

ther afterwards.

The Quebranta-hueflbs are frequently feen to ftoop and hover

on the furface of the water, fkimming the waves, and following

the diretVion of them, without appearing to move their wings,

which they conftantly keep open and fpread out. When they

do not float on the waves, they fly round the (hip at a fmall

diftance.

The body of this bird is about the fize of a large capon, but its long

clofe feathers give it the appearance of being as big as a Turkey.

Its neck is fliort, and fomewhat bent : its head large, and its

beak very Angular, fuch as I have flcetched it out in the

plate.

The beak is divided as it were into four or five pieces. The
tail of the bird is fliort, its back high, legs low, feet black and

webbed, with three claws before, and a fourth very fliort behind,

each of which are furniflied with black talons, which are blunt,

and not very long.

There are feveral kinds of Quebranta-hueflbs. Some of

them have a whitifli plumage, fpotted with a dark brown, or

red i in others, the breafl, the under part of the wings, the

lower part of the neck, and the whole head, are all extremely

white } but the back, the outfide of the wings, and the upper

part of the neck, are of a dark red, fpeckled with a few fpots

of a blueifli grey colour. The one we fliot was of this kind.

They may perhaps be all of one fpecies, and the diff^erences may
ferve only to diftinguifli the male from the female. Their

wings are very long. Seven feet two inches and a half was the

lengtl of our bird's wings, meafuring from the extreme points
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of the feathers of one wing to thofe of the other. Thefc birds

arc found at the diftancc of more than 300 leagues from any

land, neither is it known from whence they come, or in what

places they build their neds.

On the 2 1 fl: in the morning, the colour of the fea appearing

different, we refolvcd to found, and found bottom at the depth

of fifteen fathoms. The end of the bank, which is at St. Mary's

Point, may poflibly make this bottom.

According to oui obfervations, the currents from the line

tend to the South when the fun is in the Southern point.

On the 2 2d, about two o'clock, we faw land pretty clearly.

We fleered immediately towards it, in order to dilcover it

well; the tides carried us S. S. E. from 14 to 15 minutes. This

circumflance mufl be attended to, in making the entrance

of Rio de la Plata. The courfe fhould be to the Norih.

As we came near the land, we judged it to be the mod
Eaftern point of St. Mary's cape. Perceiving then fome lands

more to the South, we turned the head of the (hip South Weft

^ W. : and at fix o'clock difcovered the ifland of Lobos : fo called

from its being inhabited only by fea wolves, which are here

met with in great abundance. As we came nearer to it we
fleered South ^ South Weft, in order to keep a league and a

half out to lea, that we might avoid a ridge of r»cks Eaftward

of this ifland. This ridge extends near a league out at fea. As
it was dark, we did not perceive the mouth of the canal, wliich

forms the ifland and port of the Maldonnados -, fo that we ad-

vanced nearly two leagues too far up the Rio de la Plata, or river

Plata, in which we caft anchor at eight o'clock in the evening.

On the morning of the 23d, our yawl went on fliore with

Meflrs. de Bougainville, de Nerville, de Beicourt, THuillier, and
Alexander Guyot, our fecond Captain, to acquaint the Com-
mander of the fort of the ifland of Maldonnado of our anchor-

age. They alkcd leave to fupply themfelves with frtlh water

and provifions, which the Commandant gave them in the

politeft

III

llSi



102 JOURNAL OF MY VOYAGE
poUtcft manner. He was even fo kind as to tell us, that we had
not anchored fo well as we might have done at the mouth of

the canal leading to the port : that the anchorage at the port

was by no means fafe, and that we fliould do very well to quit

it ; which we accordingly refolved to do, as foon as the weather

Ihould permit, and the Commandant fhould fend us a coafting

pilot.

The whole coaft difcovers nothing to the eye but low banks

of fand, fomc few remote eminences only appearing, which

arc called the mountains of Maldonnado, and are at the diilance

of fome leagues from the coaft. There arc no trees to be ken,

but a great quantity of cattle, very large oxen, and horfes. All

the trade indeed of the countjy of Plata confifts in filver, and
the hides of oxen.

On coming from the Eaft, to enter into the Rio de la Plata,

the illand of Lobos is feen VV. S. W. of the compafs.

The weather had hc^.n calm, very fine, and very hot ever

fince the morning. Many of the crew employed themfelves in

angling ; and no foon<;r was the line thrown into the fea, than

it was brought up again with a fifh. Sometimes there were as

many fi(h caught as there were hooks to the line. The fifli

were only of fonr or five different kinds. Some of them were

what the Spaniards call Fiagrios, and our failors Machoiram.

The othei s were Carangues or G"areiicai, dog and cat-fifh of dif-

ferent fizes, and fome (harks. We caught one cat-filL, one dog^

fid), and tv.'o young fharks,

TheMachoiran, or beard-fifli, has its belly flat, and fome beaids,

as the little barbel; the head large, the Ikin covcied with Imall

brown and almoft imperceptible fcales, nearly rcfcmbhug thofe of

the tench ; at the root of the finsneareft tlie head, there is a Imall

ferrated bony procefs, the teeth of which arc inclined towards

the body. This procefs is as long as the fin, and has the fame

motions. When the fifli wants to defend himfclf ngaind otiier

fi(h, w againft die filherman, he pulhcs out thele proccflcs, r-nd

thrufis

la
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thnifts them into the bodies of other fifti, into the fifherman's

hand, or, into any thing that is near him, even into wood if he

can, to which he fometimes faftens himfelf by the ilroke. His

punfture is venomous, fo that fifhermen take care to guard

agaiiiil it. I know not whether there are any larger than thofe

we caught. The biggeil of thefe was one foot and a half long,

and four inches broad. It is a very well tailed fiih.

The Guarenca is an excellent flat fifh. We caught fuch a

quantity of a kind of barbel fiHi, that after the whole crew had

been fupplied with it for this day and the next, the remainder

of it was failed and dried, in the fame manner as the dried cod

is prepared at Newfoundland. The largeft of thefe barbels,

was of the fame fize in every way as the beard-fiOi, defcribed

above. The cat-h(h, and the dog-fifli, are kinds of Iharks

or fea dogs ; they refemble them fo much in their figure that

they are not eally diftinguiflied : they were about two feet and

a haif long.

About three o'clock In the morning of the 24th, there arofe a

violeni South wind. At five o'clock the wind being fomewhat

abated, we out o>.::ftlves in readinefs to fet fail for Monte-

video. The wind rifiiig again at feven o'clock, we call our

heft bower, by ten fathoms, on a muddy bottoni of fine fand,

and remained part of the day in this ilate.

M. de Bougainville, trufting to the mildnefs of the weather,

had been gone ever fince the morning, to the Fort Maldonnado,

with the lame pf-rfons who had accompanied him the preceding

evening ; with a delign to view the country, as well as to pro-

cure frcih pioviiions. Fortunately for them they returned, be-

tween fix and kMci-< in the evening. We had jult hoifted our

anchor on th'* cat-head, on the profpect of a calm : no fooner

was this ''.one than a moll violent (loim arofc, blowing from the

South Weft part of liie horizon. It is not poflible to bsholi,' a

more beautiful fight, than that wetnjoycd, from the contmual

nuniberiefs fiaihcs of lightning, which (hot from between tlic

d'juds Ai they roiy upon the horizon, which was all on tire; (b

iv that
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that fireworks the moft elegantly eonaived, the befl: kept upv

And tlie nioli diveifitiecl, could not pofTibly exhibit any thing to

be compared to what we now law in tht Heavens for the fpace

of an hour. We did not then farj)ed, tl.at this profpect would

ibon give way to one of a much lefs pleafmg kind ; from whicli,

our captain, who was better acquainted with the danger and the

confcquenccs, was all this time endeavouring to flicker us, by

taking all the neceliary precautions againft a Itorm.

We thought the ftorm would pafs off along fule of us, as it

appeared to be going that way; but in an inftant a moft

violent wind arofe, and the thunder and lightning came upon

IIS at the fame time. We pijflcd the whole night driving againfl:

the impetuolity of the wind, and the roarings of an extremely

boifterous and angry fc.,, which broke in upon us.

This wind is called in the country Pamperos, becaufe it comes

from the plains of Pampas, beyond Buenos Ayres. Thefe plains

extcpd as far as the Cordeleirias mountains, which divide them

from Cliili. They are at leaft three hundred leagues in length,

without the intervention of any wood, or eminence, to check

the violence of this wind ; which fwells the river Plata, raifing

its waves as high as mountains, fo as often to dcllroy the veflfels

ill that river, breaking them upon the coaft oppofite the wind.

The anchorage where we were was extremely unfafc, from the

vicinity of the ifland of Maldonnado, and the circumjacent

coafts, all bordered with rocks and fands. Thirty years ago, an

Englilh veflel laden with piafters, or pieces of eight, was loft in

this place. The inhabitants of the iflaud, in the neighbourhood

of tJie Ipot where the wreck happened, arc ftill endeavouring

to this day, to recover part of the cargo. On the evening before

our arrival, they had taken up with the drag, two thoufand

four hundred of thele piafters.

The wind Pamperos is much more frequent in winter than

in fummer, and always blows ftrong, which makes the Rio de

is road. This river is fit only for the tradela Plata a dangc

of
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of piaftcrs and oxen, the largeft of which are fold here for five

pieces of eigiit, or five and twenty livres of French coin. In

general, they are fold for three piafters, or fifteen livres. It is

very difficult to get wood here j not only becaufe it is very fcarce,

but alfo becaufe the little there is of it, is found a long fide the

ri'ers, the only places of fhelter for tigers, leopards, and other

wild beads, which are here found in great number, much more

fierce and larger than thofe of Af ^ica and the Eaft Indies. Figs

and peaches are to be found all the way from Maldonnado and

Montevideo to Buenos Ayres.

The Pamperos blew with equal violence the whole night j

and the fea was terrible. Notwithftanding the continual rol-

ling and pitching of the fliip, I was fallen into a pretty found

fleep, when I was fuddenly awakened by a violent fiiake the

veflel received, which made it crack in all its parts, as if it

was breaking againft the rocks. It was then near five o'clock

in the morning. I jumped out of bed, opened my window,

and aflccd the helms-man if we had ftrack againft any

rock. He anlVvered, that we had not yet ftruck, but that the

fliip dragged her anchors, and that we were in a fair way for it.

He told me that the cable of our beft bower had failed ; and
that the other anchor was loofened from the ground. This was
the leafon of the violent fhake we had felt; our only hope was
now in the flieet anchor, which we had juft dro|tped.

I drefled myfelf, and went upon deck, and I perceived indeed

we had dragged fo much, that the coafts towards which the

wind and the waves weie driving us, did not fccm to be more
than half a league diftaiit. Hut oiu Ihee'i anchor luckily keeping

her hold, we continued in the fn tie mannrr, labouiing very

jiard for our prelervation, till about fix in the cvcnini^-, when
the wind and itorni began to ccalc.

As they were working the fliip ycflcrday evening, a pully

broke. A failor received a ftrokc on the foreheail from one of

the fplinters, and prciently after fainted away. The furgeons

gave it as their opinion, that the ftroke had only grazed the

V
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part, from the fmall quantity of bipod loft, and the little appa-

rent contufion. The man was pretty quiet to-day, complaining

of nothing more than a great head-ach, which was looked upon

as tlie efieft of the fliock. He was blooded' twice and very

carefully attended, having even had a bed made for him in

the cabbin.

During the tempeft, the fea was agitated quite to its bottom :

two or three hour: -^fter the ftorm began, the fea formed fuch

deep cavities, that v

;

aid have thought we were going to

touch the bottom ; an . \e billows followed fo dofe that they

did not allow us time to breathe. I faw moie than once the

end ot the main mad yard, which indeed was brought very low^

dip three feet or thereabouts into the wave, part of which often

broke upon the deck. Our fituation was more dangerous from

our being fo near the coaft. Our fea officers, who were all able

men, having had the command of (hips, and privateers, were fo

fenfible of the danger that threatened us, that moft of them were

confidering how they fhould fave thenifelves from the fliipwreck.

The danger appeared even fo urgent to tliem, that the guns

were filready dii'pofed fo as to ferve inft ^'.d of anchors, in cafe

the cables (hould happen to break.

The night of the 26th was fine, and tlie wind having (hifted

to the North, blowing a gentle gale, about four o'clock we
began to prepare j and we ict fail about feven.

On the 27th at fun rife, the land neareft to us bore N. N. E.

about four leagues diftant : and the land moft to the South Weft,

bore N. W. five degrees North of us. We founded the whole

night from hour to hour, and even more frequently, and found

fometimes at twelve, fometimes at thirteen fathoms, a muddy
bottom. Thofe who fail along this road, will do well to found

as often as they can, efpecially if it is the firft time of their

going to JTontevideo or Buenos Ayres. The river Plata is ex-

tremely df.igerous, from the number and extent of its fand

banks, which leave but a very narrow channel, for the pafTage

of fliipSi and that very ferpentine. The bank called the Bank

of
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of the EngU(h advances near five leagues from the coafl ; and

the illands we meet with, form flats, proje£ling confiderabiy.

All this coaft is flat, except the part where the Maldonnado

mountains are, which are of a moderate height, and at a fmall

diflance.

On the 28th we tacked about towards the ifland of Flora, t\\\

we came withhi about a league and a half from it, and till we
were two leagues clear of t!: coad. One mud take care not to

go too near either of thcfe places, on account of the ridges of

locks, which extend pretty near a teague out at fea. At nine

o'clock we were about two leagues didant from Montevideoi

Half an hour afterwards we difpatched M. Alexander Guyot in

our yawl, to give notice of our arrival to the Governor.

About half an hour after four, as we were going to fail into

the bay, the captain of a Spanilh veflTcl, named Saint Barbe,

came on board of us with ofl'ers of fervice from the Governor,

and in order to pilot us. About five o'clock we call anchor in

this road a litti? beyond tlie Spanifh veflel, in three fathom?

depth of water, 01. a muddy bottom ; after which we I'aluted the

citadel with twelve (hots, which were returned fnot for fliot.

The firft days we lay at anchor were taken up in fettling

with the Governor of Montevideo, what we liad to do during

our ftay. He feemed firft to ftart feveral difficulties, not only

with regard to allowing us the liberty of fifhing along the coafV,

but alfo to the fuffcring our longboat and yawl to come on fhore.

He required that we (hould give him previous notice every time

wc wanted to land, that he might pod guards at the place

where we Ihould put to fhore, with orders to wait till our long-

boat or yawl went back, to ptevent us from carrying on any kind

of trade whatever.

Not forefeeing any of thefe difficulties, we had fent our fmail

boat a iiihing at the foot of the mount, the very next day, after

we had call anchor. The Governor who received intelligence

of this, fent two dragoons of the garrifon, to take the men into

oiftody,- together with the boat and goods^ in cafe they fliould

have.
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have brought any o« fliore. MeflT. tie Bougainville, de Nervillc,

Giiyot, and myfelf, came into the palace, immediattly after this

order had been given, which the Governor communicated to

M. de Bougainville. The Governor, apprehending certainly that

he could notexprefs himfelf properly in French, fpokc in Spaniih,

and had a provincial, fettled in this city for fifteen years pafV,

for his interpreter. This provincial explained the Governor's

intentions to us in fuch a manner, as induced us to believe, that

he was not inclined to do us all the (ervices he had offered, and

we had rtafon to expert (torn him. This however, was far from

being his way of thinking ; of which we were thoroughly con-

vinced by the fequel of our conference.

The order given, which feemed to agree with the provincial's

interpretation, was far from being agreeable to M. de Bougain-

ville, who cxpreflcd his refentment of it to the Governor, nearly

in the following terms : It is very furprizing. Sir, and at the

fame time very mortifying for us, to meet with difficulties among
our friends the Spaniaids, which we have not experienced

among the Portuguefe, with whom we have jufl been at war.

I will fet fail immediatf'y, and give notice of this to the King

my mafltr. The Governor replied, that he did not intend to

dilbblige us, but on the contrary, to do us all the fervice in his

power ; that he was not the mafter : that the laws and orders of

his court were, not to allow any kind of trade to be tar'jed on
by (hips which were not Spanifh, or privileged for tliat purpofe by

the court of Spain ; and even to put a flop to any trade cariied

on by the Spaniards themfelvcs for other nations; that a frigate

belonging to the Eaft India Company, which had anchored in

the fame port rhtce years before, had made no fcruple of fub-

niitiing to what he had juft propoftd. M. de Bougainville

anfwcred, there is a wide difference, between a tiading frigate,

;in(i a King's frigate of war. We have no trading commoditicij

en board ; and are come here only with intent to take in fome

rcficninients, and to wait lor t!ie Sphinx, which wo have parted

fioni, and which we have appointed to meet ij) the Rio de la

iMa:a.



I i"l

TO THE MALOUINE ISLANDS. 109

Plata. As foon as you give me your wortl, replied the Governor,

that no goods (hall be diflembarked j you are welcome to land or

fend on fhore as often as you pleafe. But the cuftom eftablifhed

by the laws, being to fend a foldier or guard wherever the boat

puts into Ihore, I dcfire you would not take it amifs that I com-

ply with it } it is for your quiet as well as mine; for I do not

chufc to lay myfelf open to any blame from my court. In every

other refpefl, you may depend on my doing every thing in my
power to oblige you : for I am prompted by my own inclination,

as well as by the orders I have received, to treat tlie French with

the fame civility as the Spaniards. Matters being thus foftcned

on both fides, the dragoons were ordered to the boat, and went

accordingly.

The Governor afterwards defircd M. de Bougainville to per-

mit him to take a copy of the orders he had received from the

king of France for the command of the two frigates, becaufe he

was obliged to fend it to the court of Spain, together with a

eircumftantial account of our anchorage. M. de Bougainville

readily complied with his rcqucft : the reft of the converfatioiv

was carried on amicably, and we parted good friends.

The Governor had more renfons than one for aiding as he did

:

he told us fome of them, fo that it was not difficult to gucfs at the

reft. Don Jofeph Joachim de Viana (which was the Governor's

name) being now, in 1763, about forty-eight years of age, knight

of the order of Calatrava, brigadier of the troops of his Catholic

Majefty, was intrufted by the king of Spain with the command of

the troops fent into Paraguay againft the Indians, who had revolted,

as it is faid, at the inftigation of the Jefuits. The Jefuits then held

the fvvay in that country, and had refufed to fubmit themfdvcs

to the mcafurcs taken by the courts of Spain and Portugal, to

fix the limits of their refpef^ive poftefrions. Don de Viana, con-

du£led this buiinefs, and all his operations were crowned with

fuccefs, notwithftanding the obftacles of all kinds which ilic

Jefuits threw in his. way. This certainly was not the method to

8 obtain.
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obtain their good will, and indeed he knew that they were not

his friends.
**

At Montevideo they have a convent, in which there are but

two priefts, and one layman, who as well as their emilFaries,

always keep their eyes open upon what pades, and are continual

fpies upon the condudl of the Governor of this city. The Gover-

nor of Buenos Ayres, whofe power extends over the whole Para-

guay, favours the Jefuits in every particular, and fcruples not

to be their flave, and the mean inllrument of their revenge.

The Jefuits knowing the mifunderdanding there is between theie

two Governors, which perhaps they themfelves have excited,

would not fail, if Don de Viana was in any ways capable of

condu6ling himfelf in a cenfurable manner, to take advantage of

any little circumAance of that kind, and acquaint the Governor

of Buenos Ayres with it: Don de Viana is thoroughly convinced

of this. Being a man of great merit in every refped ; a man
of fenfe, abounding in military knowledge, and diftinguilhed by

probity; having none of that pride which the Spaniards arefome-

times reproached with, he has acquired the efteem and rcrpe<5t of

all who know him. All perfons are unanimous in his praife,

from which even the Jeluits themfelves cannot dillent, at lead

publickly.

There are more than fixty Jefuits in the convent of Buenos

Ayres, which is faid to be very beautiful. The convent at Mon-
tevideo is but very fmall, without any remarkable appearance,

diftingviidied from the houfes of the reft of the inhabitants only

by a bell, Rxed under an arch, about three feet high, railed on

one of the extremities of the top of the roof. 1 never faw the

infide, thougli the Jefuits had Tent me invitations two or three

times to come and, fee them. The provincial, already fpokcn

of, firft made the propofal to me at the Governor's, and 1 came

into it, pi omifnig to go the next day, or a few days after. A
Spanilli officer who was prelent told M. Bougainville of it, re-

j)refenting to him that it was not proper a Frenchman fhould

pay a vifit to the Jefuits, after what had lately happened at Buenos

Ayres.
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Ayres. He related the fa£l to Mr. de Bougainville, and taking

me afule afterwards ; you are a true Frenchman, faid he, and

you have jud been promifmg to go and fee the Jefuits. You
muft either break your word, or give up your pretenfions to that

title. About fix weeks ago, one of them preaching at Buenos

Ayres, when I was prefent, ran out in inve£lives againfl the Kings

of France and Portugal, the Republic of Genoa, and againft the

other powers who have expelled the fociety : you cannot furely

think of going to fee them after this intelligence i befides, the vifit

would by no means be agreeable to the Governor. The lad ex-

preflTion made me fufpec^ that there was fonie partiality in this

officer's difcourfe : fo that I refolved to fufpend my opinion. On
coming away from the Governor's, M. de Bougainville repeated

this caution to me as coming from the fame officer ; I promifed

not to go near the fociety, and kept my word. The officer told

me in particular, the inveflives the Jefuits had ufed againft the

King of France, which were fo remarkably indecent, that I have

thought it bed to pafs them over in filence.

Two days after I found an opportunity of coming at the truth*

I inquired about it of two Spanilh officers, who fpoke the French

language well, and who were going to embark on board the

Saint Barbe Frigate, in order to return to Spain. One of them

was a colonel, the other a captain. The captain's name was

Simoneti. They each of them confirmed the fa6t, and added,

that as the Governor of Buenos Ayres made it a point to protei^t

the Jefuits, he took no notice of this rafli and impudent difcourfe;

but that fome perfons of quality and diftinftion, whofe probity

was well known, had ordered a particular account of it to be

made out, and fent to the court of Spain ; and that they were

the officers commiffioned to carry a copy of it to the faid court *.

Two

* Thefc officers left MaiitcviJeo the fame day that we did. The frigate upon
which they embarked was commaiiJed by Don Pedro Jc Floret, laden with 15
or 1,800,000 piaders, bulls hides, and other merchandize. She had fet fail from

Cadiz in 1755, bound to th; coad of Guinea, fitted out 011 ihv- EugUQi account, and
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Two days after this converfation, I went to vifit the chaplain

of a Spanifli fiigate, which had been lying at anclior in the poit

of Buenos Ayrcs for five months ; I knew he was much inclined

to the Jefuits. It was even faid pretty openly that he had been

fent by them to Montevideo, in order to buy up any trifles he

might find on board our frigate. He indeed bought up every

thing we would fell him.

After the firft compliments had paflld between us, he asked

me why I had not been to fee the Jefuits, according to their in-

vitation, and mypromife. I told him it was true I had promifed,

but that I had been informed that one of thofe fathers, had lately

fpoken very ill of the king of France, my matter, in a fermon

preached at Buenos Ayres ; and, if this was a fa6^, it was not

proper that I, who was a true Frenchman, fliould pay a vifit to

the brethren of fo rafli a preacher. You certainly heard the fer-

mon, faid I.——I did : and it is certain that the Father did not

exprcfs himfelf in the moft cautious manner.—What faid he then

particularly of the King of France ? That he was a tyrant, a

perfecutor of the church, and many other things. But wc (hould

furely forgive them, for this is nothing more than the effeft of

their refentment having been expelled the kingdom of France.

We had fcarce finilhed this converfation, when two of the

three Jefuits of Montevideo came into the room where we were,

the Abbe, M. Mauclair our furgeon, and myfelf. After having

bowed to us, one of the Jefuits, addreffing himfelf to me, faid he

was very glad to fee me } and that in confequence of what he had

heard from Jofeph (this was the name of the provincial before

mentioned) he and his brethren had expefted me for two days.

He afterwards afked me why I had not kept my word ; I anfwered

that

di (lined to carry over negroes to Buenos Ayres j but not meeting at Cape Vcrd with

the Englifh velfel from which flie was to have received them, Don Pedro de Florcs

continued his courfe, and failed into the Rio de la Plata. Here he had remained

ever fince that time, in order to avoid running the rifk of being taken prifoner by

the Englifli during the laft war, as he was laden for Spain. Fiom the obfcrvations

he had colleded for making a char; of this river, joined to my own, the chart infert>

ed in thii> work has been traced.
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that I had juft been giving my reafon to the Abbe, who might

explain it to him. I am not furprifed, faid he, I know the Bene-

di£tines do not think properly, and that they are not our friends.

I told him he was mt^aken, and that if they did not think pro-

perly, they would be his friends. As he did not like my anfwer,

he made no reply } but took his leave of the company, and went

away with his companion.

Between four and five in the evening, we fpied a fail. We
judged immediately by her courfe, that fhe was making for

Buenos Ayres. But as we expected from day to day the ar-

rival of the Sphinx floop, which we had appointed to meet in

the Rio de la Plata, many of us imagined this was (he. As
(he advanced, and came more within our notice, we were fo

far confirmed in our opinion, as almoft to perfuade ourfelves

that we were aHured of it. Notwithilanding the uncertainty,

M. de Bougainville difpatched the long boat with the lieutenants,

Donat and Le Roi, to pilot her. The ilgnals were agreed upon,

powder and other necelTary articles were given to put them in

execution, and they fct off about k\en. o'clock. The night grew

very dark, the winds contrary, and the fea rather high, fo that

not having perceived their fignals, we grew very anxious about

them. The Sphinx had difcovered us by the fignals agreed upon,

and in order not to lofe fight of us, had done nothing but ply

to windward, and make feveral tackr, which together with the

darknefs had prevented our long boat itom boarding her : this

fhe did however at midnight. The Sphinx then anchored, and

fetting fail the next morning, being the firft of January, flic

came up, and caft her anchor near us about nine o'cl :!: in the

morning. The joy we had at feeing her, after a fc^ i; lion of

more than two months, may readily be conceived. M. de la

Gyraudais had been previoufly told of the defeat in the maps,

with refpeit to the bearing of the coaft of Brazil ; but though

we had ourfelves been upon our guard, we were very near run-

ning aground upon the bank which is not marked in the French

charts. This bank lay in his courfe as it had done in ours

}
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nor are the Abrolhos made to extend fo far upon the charts

as they really do : all thefe circumftances contributed to make
us uneafy, on account of her delay, efpecially after the (lay we
had made at the ifland of St. Catherine.

As foon as the Sphinx had cad her anchor, M. de la Gyrau-

dais came to us in our long boat, and told us he had been obliged

to put in at Togny on the coaft of Brazil, becaufe notwithftand-

ing they had been apprifed of the errors in the charts, yet they

had fallen upon the Abrolhos at a time when they thought

themfelves at leaft thirty leagues didant from them. They found

themfelves Auck upon them in the middle of the night } it hap-

pened luckily that the weather was calm, and that the rock up*

on which they ftruck was of rotten ftone.

The Sphinx being faft upon this rock, in order to avoid the

dreadful confequences of a wreck, they quickly hoided out the

fifliing boat they had, put the long boat and the yawl to Tea

;

and having carefully examined the (hip, they recovered a little

from their apprehenfions, when they found (he had received no

damage.

The next trouble they had was to difengage the Sphiux from

the rock: as foon as it was day light, they found themfelves

furrounded with rocks of the fame kind ; and at the didancc of

half a quarter of a league, a veflel lying on her fide, without

marts. M. de la Gyraudais imagining they were then upon

the Abrolhos, and that land could not be far off, fent the

boat towards the (hore for a(ri(lance. They met with feveral

canoes of fifliermen, negroes and Indians. They fpoke to them

in the Portuguefe language, and fix of them agreed to go on

board the Sphinx, where they were well feafted. They promifed

to give them all the help in their power. Two of them were

kept on board, and the other four difpatched in the boat, to

bring up their comrades from the coaft. They came back the

next day attended by a great number of canoes. With their

ainftancc, the Sphinx was at laft difengaged from the rock, after

iiaving refted upon it for three days. M. de la Gyraudais came

off
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off with the lofs of the fi(hing boat only. The negroes piloted

him as far as Togny, where the inhabitants treated him and his

crew, for fix days, with the greateft humanity, and as well as if

they had themfelves been of this country : although they are molt

of them negroes or Brazilians.

After this interview, we went to Montevideo to pay our com-
pliments to the Governor upon the new year, not knowing that

it was cuftomary in this country to defer this ceremony to the

fixth day of the month, the Epiphany. The Governor was hold-

ing a council for the nomination of officers of juftice. Being in-

formed that, after the finishing of this bufmefs, he was to go with

all the retinue to the parifh church, which they call the cathe-

dral, we went to the fpot, and waited ''or him upon our legs a

whole hour, under tne fliade of a houfe, converging with fome

officers of the garrifon. At half an hour after twelve, he made
his appearance in the midft of the new officers of juftice, who
had each of them large white wands in their hands, which they

made ufe of, as walking flicks. He crolTefl the fquare, which is

very large, in the middle of thefe officers, all ranged in one line,

having their large black cloaks on, and their fmall (licks ; as the

Oviodore of the ifland of St. Catherine. We followed them into

church. Mafs was performed by the pried, whom they called

le Signor Vicari ; when this was over, we paid our compliments

to the Governor, who invited us to dinner. As we were already

engaged to dine with him the next day by appointment, M. de

Bougainville thought proper to decline the acceptance of this kind

invitation, and went on board with M. de Nerville.

I flayed behind in expectation of dining with the vicar ; M.
Duclos our captain having told me the evening before that I

fliould do this gentleman a great pleafurc, and that they had

talked about it. After having faluted the governor, I went up
to the vicar in the vcflry, but did not fpeak a word to him about

dinner. We came out of church with the two Spanifh officers,

who were to embark on board the Sr. Barbe; we went along

with the vicar a little way without receiving any invitation to

dinner •
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dinner ; and I took care not to invite myfdf. When we had left

him, the captain alked me where I fhould dine. I anf-'cred

that I did not know; that T had expecied to dine with the

vicar ; but as he had liot mentioned any thing about it, I in-

tended to feek my fortune fomewhere elfe. He immediately

faid, that I fhould go with the colonel to the Governor's. I

Aarted many objedlions to this, not thinking myfelf fufficicntly

known to go in this ma.iner y the colonel iniided, and taking me
by the hand, told me the Govtinor would be pleafed with him
for bringing me -, and that he certainly would take it amils if he

fhould know that I had refufed. I confented therefore, and was

received by the Governor and his lady, with all poflible marks
of politcnefs and favonr. He fpeaks French well enough to be

underllood -, hh lady underflands it without being able, or rather

without venturing to fpeak it. Her huiband and the colonel

were her interpreters. She was a native of Bifca}', tall, well

made, of a brown complexion, but her features weke rather too

mafculine. She is a woman of great wit and vivacity, and about

thirty.four or thii-ty-five years of age.

At eleven o'clock on Monday morning the fecond of January,

M. de Bougainville, Meflrs. de Nerville. de Belcourt, 1' Huillier,

the two Du Llos brothers, our firft and fecond captain, Donat

our firft lieutenant, de St. Simon a Canadian, lieutenant of in-

fantry, de la Gyraudais, captain of the Sphinx, and myfelf,

all went to the Governor's, where wc had as elegant a dinner as

the country would afford } but the diflies were dreft according to

the cuftom of the place : that is to fay, moft of them with the fat

of oxen clarified which they ufe inftead of butter and oil j and

feafoned with fuch a quantity of pimento and carthamum that

the vi(Stuals were quite covered with them. Care had been taken

however not to put thefe fpices upon all the diflics, and many

of us eat of none but thefe laft. The only wines otfered us were

Spanifh, and wines from the countrj of Chili j the plates and

dilhes were filver, and fome of them china. The table was co-

vered with a very flwit cloth, and the napkins were rather lefs

I than
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than handkerchiefs o( a moderate fize, naturally fringed, or, to

fpeak more properly, unravelled at both ends. The diflies were

lervcd up one after another. When drink was called for, it was

neceflary to fay, whether one chofe wine or water, or a mixture

of both ; for the Spaniards generally drink nothing but water

at their meals : at the end of which it is cuftomary to bring a

large glafs of wine to every body in company, even without its

being afked. When wine and water was called for, they were

brought one after another, and we were obliged to drink them

feparately. The wine of Chili is of the colour of phyfic, com-

pounded of rhubarb and fenna, and very much of the fame tafte.

It ^akes this tafte perhaps from the foil, perhaps from the goat

Ikins lined with pitch, in which it is conveyed. There is fcarce

any other wine drunk in Paraguay. One foon accuftoms one's

felf to this talte; a.ui after having drunk it for a few days,

one finds it good, h is very warm upon the ftomach. But, whe-

ther from tafte or fancy, the Spaniards preferred the wine we
had brought with us from France. The defert was entirely

compofcd of fweet-mcats. The bread though made with exc?'-

lent flour, was not good, becaule it was not well leavened nor

properly kneaded ; neither do they know how to bake it.

In the evening M. de Belcourt, who had taken a lodging in

the town, met with a Itranger in company, j>erhaps in difguife,

who fpoke a gafcoon Frencli. Prompted in all probability by the

Jefuits, who had already taken care to acquaint themfelves by

the people belonging to our frigates, of M. de Belcourt's military

reputation; this man pro[' >('cd to him to enter into the f^^-rvice

at Paraguay, in order to form the troops. He made him pro-

mifes from the Jefuits, of the higheft emoluments to induce him
to accept of the propofal. M. de Btl court pretended to iiftcn

to him, but without entering into any engagements ; and the

very next day acquainted M. de Bougainville with this circum-

ftancc. This gentleman nnlwcrcd, that I'ome political advantage

might poffibly be made of this, and tiiat if he chofe to facrifice

himfelf for the good of liis country, it might tlien be pioper to

give
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give an ear to thefe propofals. M. de Belcourt anrwered, that

in cafe he fhould think of engaging in this bufinefs, it would be

neceflary that M. de Bougainville fhould give him a note, certi-^

fying that he went with his content, and for the prefumptive

good of the Aate.

The next day the flranger renewed his folicitations to M. de

Belcourt with greater earneftnefs, defiring him to take his refo-

lution fpeedily ; that he need not trouble himfelf about his

cloaths or any thing elfe ; that care fhould be taker, to fupply

him with every thing he might want; and that, in order to

prevent the Spanifli government from knowing any thing of the

matter, he fliould be condu£led, by ways unknown to the Spa-

niards, to the place of his declination. M. de Belcourt inquired

which was the place, and what were the advantages propofed ;

but the flranger not giving any fatisfaftory anfwer, and having

talked to him in a flighting manner of the Jefuits, on purpofe

to conceal his defigns more effeiSlualJy, M. de Belcourt declared

at once, that he would not comply with his folicitations. But

as he was under fbme apprehenfions how he fhould get away, he

kept himfelf on his guard. About the dufk of the fame evening,

he found himfelf h dofely prefTed by three men, that he thought

himfelf obliged to draw his fword, and carry it out of the fcab-

bard, to make his way, in cafe they fhould have furrounded

him i which, however, they did not attempt. I had all thefe

circuniflances from his own mouth, and it is with his confent I

make them public.

Towards eight o'clock in the evening, M. Maudair, firft fur-

geon of our frigate, came and told me, that after having, had a

confultation wi h M. Bafle the fecond furgeon, and M. Front-

gouHe furgeon of the Sphinx, upon the prefent flate of the Tailor

who had been wounded in turning the cap- flern during the late

florm, they had agreed that he was growing much worfe, and

that he himfelf defired to be confefled. I went down imme-

diately, and finding hun indeed very ill, received his confelfion.

He
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He loft his fenfes an hour after; about ten o'clock I adminiftered

the extreme unflion, and at eleven he died.

On Tuefday morning the 3d inftant, having previoufly ap-

prized the vicar, we fent away the corpfe in our yawl. It was

depoHted with the guard of the port, till the vicar iliould come
to meet it. He came an hour afterwards, with his fexton. On
his arrival, I made him a compliment in Latin, to wliicii he

gave no other anfwer, but a very low bow. He had a Roman
furplice on, and a gown j his fexton, a lay-man, had a black pet-

ticoat on by wiy of calTock, and a very dirty furplice. Mdi\
Duclos, Guyot, his brother Alexander, his two fons, fix failors,

and myfelf attended the proceflTion. At each turning the vicar

chanted a refponfe, and a priayer, and fang alfo the mafs for the

dead. He did the failor all the honours he could have done to

tlie captain hiaifelf, and had him buried in the church. The
fervice being over, he invited us to dinner, and could not be

prevailed upon to accept of any fee.

After dinner, I took a walk towards the extremity of the

creek which forms the port, where our people were getting

water. I went all over the coaft and the adjacent foil, in ex-

pedlation of finding fome curious plar, Ihells} but my fearch

was '•uitlefs. I met with one Angle plan: ^nly in a ftate of per-

fection; the ftem, which is eight or ten inches ' igh, and the

leaves were covered over with a fhort white down, i'o clofe and

fo thick, that it concealed the green part from the figiit. I am
unacquainted with tlie name and properties of this plant.

At the diftance of two Hiots or thereabouts from the creek or

bay, there are two fountains. The people of the country \ uh
their linen in that which is neareft the river. It is forbidden to

wafh in the other ; becaufe that is the one from whence they

draw the water ufed for drink in the town, which is at the

diftance of half a league from it. This fountain is bordercu

with a little wall of ftone, and is very badly kept up, though at

the king's expence ; fo lazy are the inhabitants, and fo carelefs

even of what concerns them nearly.
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As I was pafllng by this fountain, I faw three or four Mulatoes,

who had brought there fonie ftones upon a cart, drawn by four

large oxen ; and three others, who were (iliing a raflc with water,

in order to carry it into the town. An Indian or Mulatoe wo-
man, with a negro woman coming to the fame place to draw
water alfo, one of the Mulatoes, who looked very mucli like an
Indian born of Spanilh parents, took the negro woman by the

hand, and they both of them danced together upwards of a

quarter of an hour, the dance called Calenda. Travellers who
ipeak much of this dance in their accounts, do not exaggerate,

when they defcribe it as the moft lafcivious of all dances> at lead

judging of it by our manners.

It is thought, that this dance has been brought into America,

by the negroes of the kingdom of Arda, upon the coaft of

Guinea. The Spaniards dance it as well as the natives, through-

out all their eflablifliments in America, without making the lead

fcruple about it } although the dance is fo vei7 indecent as to

adonifh people who are not ufed to fee it. It is fo univerfally,

and fo much liked, that even children, as foon as they are able

to {land, imitate in this particular perfons more advanced

in life.

It is danced to inftrumental as well as vocal mufic, by two or

by feveral perfons together* They are all difpofed in two rows,

one before the other, the men oppofite to the women. Thofe
who grow tired, as well as the fpeftators, form a circle roimd

the dancers, and the mullc. Some one of the dancers fings a
fong, the chorus of which is repeated by the fpedtators, with

clapping of hands. All the dancers keep their arms half raifed

up, )ump, turn round, make contortions with their backfides,

advance within two feet or thereabouts of one another, then fall

back in time, till the found of the mufic or tone of the voice

brings them together again. Then they ftrike tlieir bellies one

againd another two or three time;- following, and retreat after-

wards, whirling about, to begin the fame motion over again,

T ith jells, which are extremely lafcivious, indicated by the found

7 of
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of the ir.iftrutnent or voice. Sometimes they mix their arms,

turning round two or three times, and continuing to ftrike them-

felves upou the belly, and to kifs each other, without being in

the leafi out of time.

One may readily judge, how furpriilng fuch a dance muft ap-

pear to French manners, and how much our modefty muft be

offended by it. Neverthelefs we are alFured from the accounts

of travellers, that it is fo very agreeable even to the Spaniards of

America, and is become fo much an eflablifhed cuftom among
them, that it is even introduced among their a6ls of devotion :

that they dance it in church, and in their proceflions : that even

the nuns themfelves, fcarce ever fail to dance it on Chriilmas-

eve, upon a ftage raifed up in their choir oppofite the grate,

which is left open, that the people may partake of the fight i

but they do not admit men to dance with them.

On Wednefday the fourth of January, while MefT. de Bou-

gainville and de Nerville were gone to the Governor, to invite

him to dine on board our frigate for the Sunday following, I

went to fee an officer whofe name was Belia, who had been

brought up in France, in our royal college of Pontlevoy near Elois.

He had promifed me feme curious and medicinal plants of the

country, and fome pieces of natural hiflory. With refpeiSt to

the lafl article he had nothing worthy of attention; but he

{hewed me the plants, which I fhall now defcribe : his brother-

in-law and himfelf acquainted me with their names, properties,

and ufes.

One called Meona, is very much like the wild thyme, out the

leaf is round, and the green not fo dark ; the flem red, creeping,

taking root at each joint, afFordinf, *. white milky juice, like the

fpurge. The feed grows in a fpiral, briftly podj this pod con-

tains only a yellowifh feed in form almofl like a kidney. It

throws off from its root feveral woody Aalks, which fpread

themfelves circularly on the ground, as thofe of the biftoit.

This plant taken in infuflon, like tea, is faid to cure a floppage

of urine as by miracle.
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EbrenOy or Mio-mlo, is an almoft repent plant, not rifing

more than half a foot from the ground. The leaf is fmaller

than fennel, it has a very fmall herbaceous flower, growing in

clufters, and pretty nearly umbellated : the root is reddifli out-

wardly, and as well as the plant has the tafte of the parfnip. It

is taken in infufion againfl fluxions and colds. It feems to me
to be a fpecies of the Metim, or fpignel.

The Mate has a round flrait branched flem, growing about a

foot and a half high, and covered with a grey down a little in-

clining to red. The leaves are an inch and a quarter in length,

only three or four lines in breadth, of a vvhitifh green colour,

and downy on the ftem. The flowers flioot out one by one

along ;Iie branches, and are compofed of a fingle yellow leaf, flit

into four, and almoft without fmell. They are fucceeded by a

hiifk or pod, of the thicknefs of a quill, an inch in length,

which opens itfelf into four parts when dried, and lets fall fome

exceedingly fmall feeds pointed at each end, of a grey brown
colour. It is faid to be of admirable efficacy when applied to

wounds, either recent or of long ftanding. M. Simoncti told

me, that, after having been fix months under the care of the

phyficians and furgeons of the army, for a wound lie had re-

ceived in the fide near the kidneys, and which had degenerated

into an ulcer, he had cured himfelf in a fliort time merely by

tiie outward application of the leaves of this plant.

The Qtcken-lagurn or the Canchalaguat which is alfo called at

Chili, Cachinldgua, is in every refpcd like the lefler Centaury of

Europe. It rs the Centaury of Chili, but does not grow quite fo

high as ours. A cold infufion is made of it, by throwing fix or

feven of the plants whole and dry into a glafs of water for the

i'pacc of the whole night, or from morning to evening. This in-

fufion is then ufed as a gargle, and afterwards fvvallowed, by which

method a fore throat is foon cured. Some frefli water is then

poured upon the refiduum, which is fuffered to ftand as long as

the firft ; after which the gargling and deglutition is repeated.

This is done alfo a third time. M. de Bougainville, and M. du

CI05
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CIos our captain, had experienced the efficacy of it more than

once. When the infuflon is taken warm in the manner of tea,

it heats very much but purifies the blood. This plant is very

famous in Chili, from whence it is brought. I believe it to be a

better febrifuge than the Centaury of Europe. Might not the

latter be ufed with equal advantage in fore throats ?

Mechoacan, is a name the Spaniards of Montevideo give to a

plant bearing no refemblance to that which is fold in our (hops

under the fame name. That of Montevideo, which is veiy

common there, as well as in tlie neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres,.

is a fmall creeping plant, thq root of which runs under ground

like the liquorice. It is whitifh, and flender as a writir.g pen;;

fome fliort branches (hoot out from this root, which creep upon

the ground, are covered with a very few fmall leaves, and thefe

only at the extremity, almoA refcmbling thofe of the lefler Tithy-

mahis, known in fcvefal provinces of France by the name of

Rcveil-matin. M. Belia told me, that the Englifli who trade at

the colony of St. Sacrament, always carry away feveral of thcfe

roots. It has a purgative quality like the Mechoacan of our
lliops. When it purges too violently, its efFed is foon flopped,

only by fwallowing a large fpoonful of brandy.

Another plant which they hold in great efteem is the Gua)'

curu i it bears a leaf of a beautifj1 green colour, rather thick,

and {hooting forth in great abundance from the root, which is

of a red brown colour, externally ihining, and reddi/h withi."

SB the llrawberry plant. From the middle of the root, the fteni

grows out to the height of half a foot, of the thicknefs of a

common quill, folid, without leaves, of a greyifli coloured green,

,

fpreading out . at the upper part into a dozen fmall branches,

,

bearing at their extremity very fmall herbaceous flowers, without

fmell, and forming; altogether a kind of umbrella.

This plant, efpecially the root, is one of the mofl: powerful

aftringents in botany j and experience has proved, that it never

fails in drying up and curing ulcers fpeedily $ and even, as the

vicar told us, in curing the fciophula, and flopping a dyfcntery.
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He made us a piefent of a dozen of the plants which he had
lent for on purpofe, at the didance of a few leagues, from a

country place belonging to him.

The Payco is a plant, which throws out from its root feveral

creeping branches : thele are afterwards fubdivided into many
others. The leaves are but three lines in length, and two in

breadth, i'errated, thick, and fixed to the branches without any

foot-lUlk. The flower is fo fmall that it is confounded with the

iced, which fucceeds it, and with which the branches are almoft

entirely covered. At firfl fight, it might be taken for the Rup-
furC'Wort, or Herniaria, if the branches were fhorter. The
whole plant is of a pale green colour, fometimes reddifh, as well

as the item, when it approaches to maturity. It fmells like a

lemon ']ul\ beginning to fpoil. It is an excellent remedy for

ilifoi dcrs of the flomach, and indigeflion. Its decoflion is fudo-

rilic, and its virtues are much extolled in the pleurify. The
method of taking it, is, by chewing one of the green ftems about

tlie fizc of one's little finger, and fwallowing afterwards the

laliva together with the chewed plant. When taken in this man-
ner it is a mild purgative. When there is none of the green

plant to be had, it is taken in infufion like tea.

M. Bclia (poke highly of the anti-venereal virtues of the Chla-

guala, which Tome call Ca/aguela. It grows in barren and fandy

iuils, to the height of kven or eight inches. Its flem confifts of

Icvcral fmall branches, which fhoot up through the fand or

gravel. They are but two or three lines in thicknefs, full of

joints placed at fmall diflances from each other, and covered with

a pellicle which falls off of itfelf when it is dry. The leaves

arc very fmall, few in number, and arife immediately from

the flem.

The colaguala is looked upon as an admirable fpecific for

^idipating impoftumations in a fhort time. Three or four dofes,

tliat is to hy, three or four pieces of it in fimple decoflion, or

infufcd in wine, and taken in the courfe of the day, are fufficient

to efFe(5t this purpofe. Being a very hot plant, it would become

injurious
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injurious if taken in too large a quantity. The root, which

is the only part of the plant in ufe, is of a reddiHi brown colour

outwardly, and refembles much the Guaycuru root. When cut

horizontally, it has a brown fpot in the center, and a whitifh

circle in the middle of its fubftance. A Francifcan named Fa>

ther Rock, famous for his knowledge in phyfic, told me, that

he prefcribed the Colaguala in the epilepfy, as well as in the

venereal difcafe^ that when it did not fucceed perfc(5lly in the

cure of the epilepfy, he had afllfted it with the following pre-

fcription, which had never failed of fuccefs. He makes the

patient drink, in the courfe of the day, a quart of water, in which

a young virgin arrived at the age of puberty, or a found heahhy

woman, has well wafhed the parts of generation on getting out

of bed} with particular dire6iions that two glafles of this water

fhould be taken fading, one half an hour after the other. This

remedy is continued for eight or nine days confecutively, at the

decline of the moon j and is repeated for feveral months, efpe-

cially in the fpring. The method of uHng the Calagua/a, m
venereal diforders, is by infufion in wine, or in boiling water.

The fame Francifcan being with us at the Governor's coun-

try houfe, iliewed me another plant which he called Carquejat

and which he told us was admirable, in infufion like tea, for

diflblving coagulated blood in the body, for purifying it, and

removing obftrudtions. But it muft be ufed very Sparingly, as

it agitates the blood violently, efpecially the root oi it.

The Carqueja grows like a fmall fhrub, to the heigiit of one

foot, and its head is naturally rounded. It has no leaves di(lin£t.

from the ftem, which refembles much that of the Genifta or

bioom, with which I fanfly it may be clafled. This ftem divides

itfelf into many branches to form the head. Thefe branches aie

very flexible and thin>

The Tguerilla, the Zarca, and the Cbarrua^ are plants greatly

valued in this country ; as well as the Birabida, or Viravida^ which

is reckoned refrefhing and cooling in the higheft degree. A
French furgeon prefcribed an infufion of the Birabida with good

fuceels
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fuccefs in a tertian. Frczier reckons it among the ever-greens.

May it not probably be the fame as I mentioned before under

the name of Doradilla ?

But the plant they make the moft ufe of is the SJ/rm. It

is properly a kind of thidle, known under the name of Car-

tJiamum. The defcription of it is found in every botanical trca-

tife. Its flower is called the badard faffron. It has the colour

and form of the true faffron; but has not either its tafte or

fhicll. At Montevideo and at Brazil they fov/ the S^fran plenti-

fully in their gardens ; becaufe they ufe the flower of it to cover

all their vi^^uals, and even the foup. Parrots and Paroquetes

are very fond of the feed, which is white, fmooth, and made
like that of the Corona Solis, or Sun-flower, but much
fliorter.

M. de Bougainville having told me, before he went to invite

the Governor, that we ihould fet out early to go on board again,

1 went to the yawl at half an hour paft four. There I found

M. de la Gyraudais, and the furgeon of the Sphinx. After

having converfed fome time about the plants I had been collect-

ing, finding that M. de Bougainville did not return, M. de la

Gyraudais propofed taking a walk about a mile off, behind the

citadel, telling us, that the plant Mate had been (hewn him

;

and that there was a great quantity of it near a fountain.

M. Frontgoufle, who had alfo heard of its properties, came
with us in order to gather fome. We collected likewife forae of

of the feed, which I gave, as I did all the feeds I colledted in

the courfe of my voyage, to M. de JulTieu, to fow them in the

King's Garden at Paris. While we were fupplying ourfelves with

this plant, we heard a plaintive found ifl'uing from between a

large heap of flones and rocks, which cover and furround the

fountain : we were not more than feven or eight toifes diAant

from the found. We thought at firft it proceeded from a cat

confined among thefe floncs, which might have efcaped from a

Jioufe about half a mile diflant. As we came nearer the foun-

lain, the cry feemed like that of a cliild. We were advancing

towards

i
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towards it, when M. FrontgoufTe defired us not to proceed, fay-

ing, it was not the cry of a child, but that of an alligator. He
told us, he remembered to have heard them more than once in

our iflands, and that had we proceeded it would have been to

our coft. We found indeed that there were alligators in tliis

country ; M. de St. Simon having already told us, he had fecn

one of them on the bank of a fmall river, running behind the

mountain, feparated from the town only by the bay in which

the port is fituated. Not daring therefore to pulh our curioHty

any farther, we contented ourfelves with gathering a few more

plants, and went back towards the town, in order to go on board

again. As we were walking along, we met with feveral Cur-

lews, by thirty in a body. They came within piftol ftiot of us,

but we had only (licks in our hands.

About feven o'clock we reached the yawl, where we met with

Meir. de Bougainville, de Nerville, de St. Simon, and Martin,

Lieutenant of the Sphinx. It was very fine weather when we
left the Port ; and we had already made three parts of our way,

when a South Eaft wind arofe fo brilkJy as to oblige us to ply our

oars, in order to get on board, before it fliould become more
violent. It blew however harder and harder. Each cloud as it

rofe on the horizon brought a frefli fquall, more violent than

the preceding. The waters being confiderably fwelled by thefe

repeated attacks, formed waves which grew bigger and bigger,

and retarded our progrefs. Although the Tea and the wind were

againll us, we were now within gun fhot of the Sphinx, which

was the nearefl veflel, and on board of which we thought of

fctting M. de la Gyraudais, with the other officers belonging to

her. The fine clear fky had difappeared. The clouds made the

night flill more dark, fo that we could but juft difcern the figurs

of a boat, bearing towards us. We then imagined that M. Da-
dos, fufpcc^ing our didrefs, had fent out the longboat to our

affiftance. We haled her, but received no anfwer. The fea

however drove her towards us with fo much fwiftnefs, that we
fbon difcovered her to be our fmall boat, floating at the mercy
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of the waves, with no perfon in her. Wc fhiftcd our courfc to

try to fave her j wc came up with her, put two men into her

with oars, and a grappling, and then endeavoured to get on our

way. It might t.icn be half an hour after eight. Wc ftrove ia

vain againd the tide, the violence of the waves and the wind.

Whilft we were putting the men and the oars into the fmall boat,

we hal been driven to leeward more than three quarters of a

league, on the fide of the French ifland, fituated near the coafV,

almo(V oppofite the citadel. The darknefs prevented us from
feeing land, and indeed we could hardly difcern the lights they

had put out on board our two frigates.

Perceiving therefore, that wc got farther and farther from the

(hips inftcad of coming nearer them, we determined to make for

land, and fleered to the point where we thought the city was,

for its fituation was pointed out to us only by two lights, at a

great diftance from each other. The waves which broke againfl

our boat, had already thrown in a great deal of water, which

we emptied with our hats -, we were wet to the fkin, and the

boat-men were much fatigued. M. de la Gyraudais, after having

rowed for an hour, had now taken the helm j we knew not

where we were, and had no brandy to keep up our flrength and

fpirits. In this diflrefs we thought there was no beiicer expe-

dient for us, than to let fall our grappling, to give the men time

to refl themfelves. I then put on a great coat I found near me,

and wc difbibuted the quarter-cloths among the men, to cover

themfelves with ; not indeed to keep them from the waves, for

we could not be more wet than we were, but to fhelter them

from the wind, which made us fo very cold, that we were ob-

obliged to fqueeze as clofe as pofTible to each other, in order to

keep ourfelves warm. We were almoll rcfolved to remain in

this condition all night, when M. de la Gyraudais thought he
perceived, that we were dragging our grappling. He ordered

the fteerfman to lay his hand on the hawfer, that he might judge

by the motion, whether our grappling was really aweigh or

ziot. The fteerfman thought at firft, that the motion he felt

was
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wns caufcd by the fliocks the boat received from the waves ; but

he Toon fuund out liis miflake, and gave us notice of it. He
was ordered to fuund witli the boat-hook, which he did, and

found only three feet water, with a bottom of rocks, which

are on the borders of the whole coaft, and advance pretty for-

ward in the river. The oars were placed in the row- locks, the

grappling was drawn up, and we rowed for a full quarter of aji

hour, founding all the while, and finding the fame bottom. At
laft we came to a muddy bottom, with feven or eight feet

water. Wc were going to caft our grappling here, when the

men forcfeeing they fliould get no fuppcr ii. this place, faid, that

as we were now in the way, we muft continue, and go and lay

on fliore. Wc were extremely well fatisfied with their refo-

hition, and ftcered towards a light, which we imagined to be

that of the guard placed at the only port where it is poiTible to land.

Soon after, as wc were all looking about us, endeavouring to

find our fitiiation, wc perceived a fchooner, which we knew to

be at anchor very near the port. The fight of this velfel revived

our f})irit3, and we exerted ourfelves fo much, that in little more

than half an hour we gained the port. The officer of the

guard came out to reconnoitre us. Another officer was fent

with the fteerfman to give the Governor notice of our being

returned to the city, bccaufc we had not been able to reach our

vellcl. He fent us compliments of condolance, and at ihe fame

time invited us to fupper, and defircd us to take up our night's

lodging at his houfe.

We were apprehenfive of being troublcfome to him, not only

on account of the late hour, for it was midnight, but alio

becaufe we were too numerous a company : befides, as wc were

very wet, and in a ftrange pickle, we thought it better to go in

ftarch of a Frenchm:ui named Lacombc, of St. Flour in Au-
vergne, fettled at Buenos Ayres, and having a houfo aifo at

Montevideo: he was already known to many of our ofiiccrs,

from whom he luul made fcveral purchaics. A foldier of the

guard, who fpoke French, oftlred to conduft us. Inftcad of
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leading us to the place where M. Lacombe lived, he brought us

to the houfe of a friend of his, where the foldier had fecn him
feveral times. We knockc- near a quarter of an hour before we
could get any anfwer. At lengtii they anfwered, the door was

opened, and we found M. v*e Belcourt in bed in this houfe, as it

was the place where he lodged. Thinking that we were playing

him a trick, he did nothing but laugh at us. As we were not

much in a humour for laughing, we enquired which was M.
Lacombe's houfe, and were informed. We were u-;: king the

beft of our way to it when we met tlie Governor, who came on
purpofe to intieat us nut to uiake ufe 01 any houfe but his. As
we could not polfibly rcfufe, after many civilities on both fides,

we accompanied him.

When we came there we found every body up, and the cloth

laid. Seeing we were all very wet, they offered us clean linen

and cloaths. Thofe who had put on their great coats fooneft,

and were certainly not fo wet as I was, refufed even to change

cloaths. The Governor's lady folicited me fo often iu put on

at leaft a night gown, that I at laft accepted of it. It was one

of her gowns, which I had fo much trouble to get on that the

Governor gave me one of his own. We fat down to a light

fupper, provided haftily for us. Our adventure was the fubjedt

of much converfation ; at laft we drank a difli of chocolate,

and, as it was now almoft two o'clock, every body thought of

retiring to bed.

Meli'. dc Bougainville and de Nerviilc were put into a fmall

ioom of the court yard, in which tlicie was no other furniture

befidcs two chairs and two beds ; one in a kind of alcove formed

by a fmiple partition of wood, the other a camp-bed plated

in the oppofite angle. We had attended them to this apart-

n.ent, and I took it for granted I was to pafs the night in a

place much of the Tame kind, uhcn a negro woman pulling me
by the lleeve beckoned me to follow her. She brought me back

into the room where the company had been, where I found the

Governor's lady and a nctjro woman employed in fafteviing

together
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together fome crimfon damafk ftools, which before ornamented

the bottom of the room. Not knowing vhy fhe was thus em-
ployed, I was taliting in the mean time with the Governor. At
length flie intenupted me, faying, it is for you, Sir, I am pre-

paring this bed -, you will be near us, and will not fare worfc

than the reft. After having exprelfed my gratitude for her atten-

tion and politenefsi, I did all I could to prevent her from going

on with this bufmefs, but all to no purpofe } Hie ftill proceeded,

telling me it was a great pleafure and fatisfadtion to her. When
fhe had made mc a very good bed, flie retired with the Governor

into the next room, where they flept.

A camp-bed was put up for M. de la Gyraudais, in the firft

room on coming in ; and, as there were no more fpare beds, a

fire was made to dry our cloaths in the middle of the firft hall,

where M. de St. Simon and the reft flept upon the chairs.

About half an hour after four, one of thefe gentlemen came

to wake me, telling me M. de Bougainville was up, and that

we muft go. I dicfled myfclf quickly, and we were going with-

cir '"'lying a word, when a fervant from the Governor came in,

and defired us to ftay a little, that his mafter was getting up>

and would pay his compliments to us. We told him to intreat

the Governor from us not to rife, that he wanted reft, and that

we were going away that inftant, in order not to incommode

him any longer. The wind and waves were confiderably abated,

and we got on board in a fliort time.

The fqualls of wind and rain our vefllis were cxpofed to fmce

the precetling evening had been extremely violent. The ftorm

having begun early in the fpot where our frigates lay at

anchor, becaufe they were not under flielter of the town as we
were j the crews had been in very little concern about us, being

pcrfuaded that we fliould not even have run the ri(k of coming

from fhoic in fuch veather. At all events, however, they had

taken the precaution to put out lights. The tv\o men we had

put into the boat to fave it, had been luckily driven into a fmaH
iandy creek under Ihelter of the French illand > an(i the long-

boat
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boat of the Sphinx, which had been fent after her, had got to

the botloni of the bay, in the place where we ufed to water.

They were both returned when we came on board.

In the morning of the fixth of January we went back to the

town, to return our thanks to the Governor, and to pay him
the compliments of the new year. He detained us to dinner.

The converfation turned much upon the curiofuies of the

country. This made the Governor recoliefl that he had a fliell

which he thought very fcarce. He fliewed it us : it was a papy-

raceous Nautilus, as large and beautiful as any I ever favv. He
made a prefent of it to M. de Bougainville. It had been fent to

him from Rio de Janeiro ; and he told us, he had found a fimi-

lar one on the coaft of the i(land Maldonnado j but that it had

been broken. The Governor's lady gave mc a parcel of the

Canchalagua, which was all flie liad left of it. A few days

before flie had made M. de Bougainville a prefent of a paro-

quete, which fpoke very prettily, and had alfo given him a cup

made of the Calabafli of Peru, mounted in filver, with a Bom-

billa^ or tube of the fame metal, ufed to fuck up the mate.

Many authors of voyages have mentioned the Paraguay plant,

or Caffioberry bull), as one of the^ principal fources of the riches

of the Spaniards, of the Indians, and efpecially of the Jefuits

inhabiting this province. That my readers may be perfedly

acquainted with this plant and its ufe, I Ihall infcrt the account

given of it by M. Ulloa, which he had from the miflionaries of

the country ; for as they fuffer none but their own brethren to

penetrate into the country, this account can only be had from

tht-m.

" It is affirmed, fays M. Ulloa, thrt the falc of this plant was

at firft fo confiderable, and became fo great a fund of riches,

that luxury foon introduced itfelf among the conquerors of this

country, who were at firll reduced to the bare ncccirarics of life.

As their tafte for luxury was always increafing, in order to fup-

poit their prodigious expenccs, they were obliged to have

rccourfe to the Indians fubdued by force of arms, or who had

3 voluntarily
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voluntarily furrendered themfelvcs : of thefe theymadethnirfervant^

and foon after their flaves. They worked them too hard, lo ihat

many of them fell under the weight of labour they were unufed

to } and more of them under the oppreflion of the cruel treat-

me:.t they were expofed to, rather from the lofs of their ftrength,

than from their indolence. Others efcaped by flight, and became

moft irreconcileable enemies to the Spaniards. The Spaniards

fell into their former ftate of indigence -, which however did not

.make them more induftrious. Luxury had increafed their wants

fo much, that the fale of the Paraguay plant alone was not fuf-

ficicnt to fupply them : moft of them indeed were now no longer

able to buy it, for the great confumption of it had enhanced its

price." Tom. L page 13.

This plant, fo famous in South America, is the leaf of a tree

about the bignefs of a middling fized apple-tree. Its tafte is

like that of the mallow, and in figure it nearly refembles the

orange leaf. It alfo bears fome refemblance to the leaf of the

Cocoa of Peru, where a great deal of it is carried, efpecially

among the inountains, and in all places where they work the

mines. The Spaniards think it the more neceflary, as the ufe

of the wines of the country is hurtful there. It is brought dry,

and almoft reduced to powder. It is never fufFered to remain

long in infufion, becaufe it would then turn the water as blactc

as ink*

It is diftinguifhed into two kinds, though they are both one

and the fame leaf. The firft is called Caa, or Caamini ; the

other dacuys, or Terva de Palos j but Father del Tcc/jo aflerts that

the name of the genus is Caa j and diftinguiflies three fpecies,

under the names Caaaa's, Caamini, and Caaguazu,

According to the fame traveller, who palled great part of his

life in the Paraguay, the Caacuys is the firft bud, jiirt beginning

to expand its leaves. The Caamini is the leaf in full growth,

from which the ftalks are taken, before it is roafted : if the ftalks

are left on, it is called Caaguazu or Palos. The leaves when
roafted are prcferved in pits digged in the earth, and covered
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with a cow's fkin. The Caacuys will not keep fo long as the

two other fpecies, the leaves of which are exported to Tucuman,
to Peru, and even into Spain. It is very liable to injury in the

removal. It is aflerted even, that this plant, taken on the fpot,

has a particular bitternefs, which enhances its virtues as well as

its price, and which it iofes by tranfportation.

The manner of taking the Caacuys is by filling a veflel with

boiling water, into which the leaf, powdered and reduced to a

parte, is thrown. As it diflblves, any fmall portion of earth

which may have remained rticking to it, floats at the top. To as

eafdy to be (kimmed off. The water is then ftrained through a

rag, and being fuffered to ftand a little, is afterwards fucked up
through a reed. Generally there is no fugar put to it ; but a
little lemon jiiice is mixed \\:*h it, or fome kinds of wafers of an
agreeable fmell. When it is taken as a vomit, a little more wa-
ter is thrown on it, and it is left till it is almoft cold.

The moft famous place for this plant is at Filla, or the

new ni/arica, which is near the mountains of Maracagu, fituated

to the Eaft of Paraguay ; about 25 degrees 25 minutes South

latitude. This dirtridt is celebrated for the cultivation of this

tree j it is not however upon the mountains that it grows, but in

the marfliy bottoms which divide them.

From this place are taken for tl)e Peru only, one hundred
thoufand Arrows, each of which weighs twenty-five pounds of
fixteen ounces ftandard weight, and the price of the arrobe is

feven crowns, or twenty-eight French livrcs, fo that the whole

profit of the hundred thoufand Arrobes amounts to two million

eight hundred thoufand French livrcs. Yet the Caacuys bears no
fixed price, and the Caamini fells for twice as much as the

Caaguazu. The lafl: of thefe, while we were at anchor at Monte-
video fold for twenty-five livres, or five piarters per Arrobe. The
Governor procured it us at this price.

The Indians fettled in the provinces of Uraguay and Parana,

under the government of the Jefuits, have fown fome of the

feeds of this tree, brought from Maracayu, which have hardly

degenerated
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degenerated in the leaft. They refemble much the feed of the

ivy. But thefe Indians do not prepare the plant in its firft ftate j

they keep the Caamini for their own ufe, and fell the Caaguazu

or palos to pay the tribute they owe to Spain.

The Spaniards imagine they find in this plant a remedy or

prefervative againft all difeafes. Every body agrees that it has

a laxative and diuretic quality, but 1 would not anfwer for all

the properties the Jefuits attribute to it. I believe the mod in-

conteflible of thefe properties, which is^ however the one they

are mod fdent upon, is that of fupplying them with a prodigious

fum of money every year.

It is reported, that fome perfons having at firfl; taken this

plant too freely, it brought on a total deprivation of their fenfes,

which they did not recover till a few days after. It appears

indeed certain, that it often produces oppofite effe6ls, fuch as

to procure fleep to thofe who want it, and to rouze thofc

who are lethargic j to be at orce both nourifliing and pur-

gative.

Cuftom renders the ufe of it neceflary ; and it is often with

difficulty that people abdain from an immoderate ufe of it ; for

it is affirmed that an over-doze of it inebriates, and brings on
mod of the inconveniencies which follow an excefs in drinking

drong liquors.

According to Mr. Ulloa, the Paraguay plant, is called Mate

at Peru. He fays, that in order to prepare it a certain quanliy

is thrown into a calabafli, mounted in filver, which is alfo called

Mat^^ or Tottimo, or Calabacito.

Some fugar is thrown into this veflel, and cold water

poured upon the whole, that the plant reduced to a pade may
be well moidened : the veflel is afterwards filled with boiling

water ; and the plant being in very fmall pieces, the liquor is

fucked up through a tube of a fufficient fize, but too fmall to

admit the plant to pafs. The tube or reed made ufe of is called

Bombiila. As the water diminilhcs it is renewed, addin;^ always

fome fugar, till the plant Hoats no !«/iigcr un the fuiface : at
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which time a frefli quantity of it is put in. It is often mixed
with the juice of lemon, or Seville orange, and with fweet fcented

flowers. This liquor is commonly taken fading : but many
people dririk it alfo after dinner. Perhaps the plant may be

heathful j but the method of taking it is extremely difgufting.

How numerous foever the company is, every perfon drinks by
turns through the fame tube or bombilla, handing the mati from
one to the other. The Spaniards of Europe care very little for

this drink, but the Creoles are paflionately fond of it. They
never travel without a fupply of the Paraguay plant \ and never

omit taking it every day, preferring it to all other kind of food,

and never eating any till after they have taken it.

Some, faysFrezier, (Kelat. du Voyage de la Mer de Sud, page

228) call the Paraguay plant, St. Bartholomew's plant j becaufe

they fay this Apoftle went into thefe provinces, where he changed

the plant which was before poifonous, and made it falutary and

wholefome. Inftead of drinking the infufed liquor feparately as

we do tea, they put the plant into a cup made of a calabafh,

mounted in filver, which they call Mate. They put fugar to it,

and pour hot water over it, then drink it off immediately, with-

out fuffering it to ftand in infufion, becaufe it would grow as

black as ink. In order to avoid taking up the plant, which

floats on the furface, they make ufe of a fiiver tube, the end of

which is formed into a round knob, perforated with feveral

fmall holes : fo that the liquor, which is fucked through the

other end, comes up without the plant. The company drinks

round through the fame tube, pouring more hot water as the

iix^ is confumcd. Inftead of the reed or bomhilla, fome people

remove the plant with a plate of filver, full of fmall

holes. The averfion which the French have flievvn to

drink after all kinds of people, efpecially in a country where

there are fo many p^rfons afilidted with the venereal dileafe, has

introduced an invention of fmall glafs tubes, which they now
begin to ufe at Lima. In my opinion, the tafte of this liquor

is better than tea,, it has an agreeable vegetable fmell. Tlie

people
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people of the country are fo ufed to it, that even the pooreft

among them drhik it at leaft once a day.

The trade of the Paraguay plant, adds the author, is carried

on at Santa Fe, where it is brought by the river Plata, and by

land carriage. There are two kinds of it : one of which is called

Yerva de Pahs ; the other, which is a finer fort, and of a higher

quality, is called Hierba de Camini. The lafl conies from the

lands belonging to the Jeluits. The greateft confumption of it

is made from Paz to Cujco, where it is twice the value of the

other, which is fold from Potofi to Paz. Above 50,000 arrobes

are brought every year from Paraguay to Peru j that is to fay,

1,250,000 weight of one and the other fpecies, the third part of

which quantity at Icaft is Camini ; without reckoning about 25,000

Arrobes of the Palos, fent into Chili. Each packet, containing fix

or feven Arrobes, pays four reals duty, at Alcavala j and the ex-

pence of conveying it above fix hundred leagues doubles the

prime coft, which is about two piafters : fo that at Potofi, it

cofts five piaders, or five and twenty livres of France, per Arrobe.

It is generally conveyed in carts, which carry one hundred and

fifty Arrobes from Santa Fe to Jujui, the laft town of Tucu-

man } and from thence to Potofi, v/hlch is dill an hundred

leagues farther, it is carried upon mules. I have obferved, that

the ufe of this plant is necefi^ary in places where they work the

mines, and in the mountains of Peru, where the white people

imagine wine to be pernicious : they rather chufe to drink no-

thing but brandy, leaving the wine to the Indians and Blacks,

who are very well fatisfied whh it.

I was witnefs at Montevideo of the truth of the account given

by thefe two authors. At whatever time of the day one goes into

any houfe, one is fure to find fomebody drinking Mate, whicii

they never fail to offer to any one who comes in, even in the

very hotteft weather j being perfuaded that this infufion is cool-

ing, that it alTjfts digeftion, &c. The veflel out of which one

drinks the Mate ufually (lands on a foot, fattened to a board.

This was the general cuflom in almoft every houfe j but fome
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of the inhabitants held the veflel alone> ornamented with filvcr,

in their hands, without any board. There are alfo fome hm-
hillai or leeds, the end of which put into the liquor, is

foimed like an oyfter-lhell, fixed to the tube by the top of its

hinge.

While we were at the Governor's, two of our Tailors deferted j

fome faid that one of them was a Maltefe, others that he came
from Bifcay : they had given him the nick-name of Spaniard.

The other came from lower Britanny. We fearched for them
in vain. We learnt afterwards that they had offered to enter

on board the Spanifh frigate, St. Barbe, but the owner aflured me
he had refufed them. A few days after four failors deferted from
the Sphinx : one of them named Plaifancc, who had been for-

merly a dragoon, and had ferved in Canada under M. de Bou-
gainville. This man had been very prclTmg to let him embark
with us, when we left St. Malo. M. de Bougainville had al-

ways looked upon him as a very honeft and brave man, very

fit to become an inhabitant of a colony. He had given him two
complete fuits, and other cloaths. Two days before he had de*.

ferted, he had been trufted with a fufil, and a rich fword to fell.

He gave out that they had been flolen from him. Whether this

report was true, or whether he had really fold them, it is certain

that one of the inhabitants declared that Plaifance hud fold the

fword to an officer's fervant. Plaifance finding himfelf fufpe^cd»

and not being able to clear himfelf properly of the accufation,

ran away, for fear of being punifticd for his difhonefty. The
Governor, at M. de Bougainville's folicitation, who had pro-

mifed ten piafters for every deferter that fliould be brought back

to him, fent fome dragoons after them, but they came back

without any tidings of them. I believe that if one had even pro-

mifed a reward of one hundred piafters, they would not have

liopped any of them : for it is the intereft of Spain to re-

tain as many men as poflible in the country for the fake of

population.

Monte«
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Monte ideo is a new colony. Five and twenty years ago

there were only a few huts in iti It is, however, the only toler-

able place for the anchorage of fliips that come up the Rio dc

la Plata. At prefent it is a fmall town which improves every

day. The ftreets are made perfe6lly ftrait, and wide enough to

admit three coaches abreaft. I have given a view of it, taken as

it appeared from on board the Eagle frigate, while we lay at

anchor between the mountain and the town, according to the

defcription I have given above.

The houfes confift only of ground floors, under the roof -, one

of them only is to be excepted ; this is fituatcd in the great

fquare, and belongs to the engineer, who built it and lives in

it. It has one ftory, and a kind of a double roof with a pretty

long proje<5lion, which fupports a balcony in the middle of the

front. I have given the plan of this town.

Each tradcfman's houfe generally conftfts of a hall, which

ferves by way of entrance, a few bed-chambers, ai 1 a kitchen,

the only place in which there is a chimney, and where tlu^

make any fire. Thefc houfes are therefore properly a ground

floor, fourteen or fifteen feet high, including the roof. The
entrance into the Governor's houfe is a long I'quare hall, which

receives light only from one fmall fadi, half filled with paper

anil half with glafs. The bottom of the lafli is clofed with

planks of poliflied wood. This hall may, perhaps, be about fif-

teen feet wide, by eighteen feet long. From hence one goes into

the room for receiving company, which is alnioft fquare, bi.t

rather longer than it is wide. At the bottom, oppofite the only

window in the room, made much in the fame tafte as that I

have before defcribed, there is a kind of alcove fix feet wide,

clofed with bars of iron, and covered with tigers Ikins. In the

middle of this is an arm chair for the Governor's Lady, and on
each fide fix Ilools covered, as the arm chair is, with crimfon

velvet. AH the ornament confills in three fmail bad pictures,

and a few large plans, half- pencilled antl hall' coloured, ftili

worfe in point of drawing than the piilures. The two other
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fides of the room are filled with feats for the men. Thefe are

wooden chairs with very high backs, refembling thofe made in

the time of Henry the fourth of France, having two turned

pillars fupporting a frame which adorns the middle, covered with

leather, curioufly (lamped and wrought, as well as the feat.

The door which leads from this room into the next, where the

Governor and his Ia(iy flcep, is only clofed by a kind of curtain

made of tapeftry. The two angles of this room on each fide

of the winiiow arc filled up, one with a wooden table, upon
which the vellel for taking the Matt' always (Vands ; the other

with a kind of cupboard, having two oi' three (liclves, furnilhed

with a few ciiina diflies and cups.

The lady of the houfe is the only perfon who fits in the

alcove when there are only men in company, except flie fiiould

invite fonie of them to fit on the rtools near her.

Thefe rooms have, generally f|)eaking, neither flooring, nor

pavement. Fiom the infide of them one may fee the reeds

which fupport the tiling of the roof.

The white people fpend their time in idle converfation, in

taking the Mate^ or in fmoaking a Sigare or Cigare, which is a

kind of fmall cylinder, fix or feven inches long, and about half

an inch in diameter, compofed of tobacco leaves rolled one over

the other.

The merchants, and a very few artifts, are the only perfons

who have any employment at Montevideo. There are no fiiops,

no figns, nor no outward fhovv, by which they can be found.

Ijut one is fure of meeting with them, if one goes into any houfe

iituatcd in an angle formed by the meeting of two ftreets. The
fame merchant Iclls wine, brandy, woollen drapery, linen,

toys, &c.

In the ftreets one meets with nothing but white or black

people, or mnlatoes on hcrfcback j and horfcs {landing at the

doors of the hoiifes without being faftened. This country might

well be called a hell for horfcs. They often make them work

tJirce days following, without giving them either meat or drink ;

fomctimes
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fometimcs they are kept tied up for as long a time, with the

fame treatment, and doing nothing except running from the

end of one Areet to another. At the end of three days, they are

fent back again into the country to feed upon what grafs they

can find. The perfon who goes with them, takes off the faddle,

and puts it upon another horfe, whom he brings to the town to

be treated in the fame manner.

Notwithdanding this they are excellent cattle, having pre-

fervcd the fpirit of the Spanish horfes, from which they are bred.

They are extremely fure footed, and furprizingly fwift. Their

ftep is fo fharp, and fo long, that it is equal to the full trot,

or fmall gallop of our horfes. Some of them are fo light that

nothing can be compared to them. When they ftep they raife

the fore foot and the hind foot at the fame time } and inftead

of bringing the hind foot in the place where the fore foot was,

they A retch it out much faither, bringing it oppofite to and

even beyond the fore foot of the other fide ; which makes their

motion as quick again as that of other horfes, and at the fame

time much eafier for the rider. They are not remarkable for

benuty ; but deferve much encomium for their fwiftnefs> mild-

nefs, courage, and abAemioufnefs. The inhabitants make no
provlfion of hay or draw for thefe animals. Their only food all

the year is in the fields. It is true, that in this country it is

never cold enough to freeze either the rivers or the plants.

The environs of Montevideo arc an extenfive plain. The
foil is a black thick earth, extiemcly fertile with very little ma-
nurement. This country only wants fome perfons to be cm-
ployed in cultivating it to become one of the beft in the world.

The air of it is wholcfome, the llcy ferene, and the heat not

exceflive. It is rather deficient in wood, which is found only

a long fide the rivers. Flere tigers, leopards, and other wild'

beads chiefly refort. The tigers efpcciaily arc rather numerous,,

laiger, and more fierce than tliole of Africa. The Governor

had one of thcfe tigers brought up from a whelp in his court-

yiird. He was faftcned near the entrance of the door, with a.i

fingle;
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luigle ftrap of leather, pafled round his neck. The dragoons

and (Irvants ufed to play with him, and he never gave any figns

of his natural ferocity. They ufed to turn liim about, to pull

him, to throw him over and over as one would do a tame cat.

The Cover; lor feeing that M. de Bougainville took a fancy to

him, had him carried on board, and made a prefent of him.

A cage was mude for him of thick planks, fix inches in fquare,

and he was ke;>t eight days. At the end of this time, he began

to ri/ar now and then, efpecially in the night. It was then ap-

prehended that he would grow furious, cr that, even in plavi he

might fwallow the arm of fome of the (hip boys, or children

who went to fee him, and who fometimes put their hands

between the planks of his cage. Befides, it was necelTary to

fupply him with fvefli meat for his food, and we had none of

that to fpare. Thefe confiderations determined M. de Bougain>

ville to have him flrangled. He was then but four months old,

and his height, when he ftood upright, was two feet three inches.

By this one may. judge tiow high he would have grown.

The Spaniards of Montevideo live, as I have faid before, in

great indolence. They are cloathed nearly as the Portuguele at

the ifland of St. Catherine 5 but they very frequently wear white

hats, the flaps of which hang loofe over their (boulders, and

cannot be made 100 large for them.

The women are pretty well fhaped, but one cannot fay with

truth that they have a complexion of lilies and rofes ; on the

contrary they are much tanned, have commonly but few teeth,

and thofe not white.

Tli?ir drefs confifts outwardly of a plain white or coloured

wairicoat, well fitted to the wairt, the ikirts of which fall four

lii^gers in length upon the petticoat. This petticoat is made of

a iturr more or lefs rich, according to the circumftances or fancy

of the pci ion who wears it. It is edged with gold lace, or with

a fringe of filvcr, gold, cr filk ; fometimes in double rows, but

without flo( nces. Thty wear no caps of linen or lace. A fim-

ple ribbon pafled round the head keeps the hair together at the

6 top,
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top, from whence paffing on the back part of the head, it falls

in two or three trefles down the back j flowing fometimes as low

as the bend of the knee. The longer they are the more beau-

tiful they are reckoned.

When the women go out, and fometimes even in the houfe,

they cover their heads wilh a piece of fine, white, woollen ftuff,

trimmed with gold or filver lace, or filk. This piece of fluff

which they call Iquella, or mantle, covers alfo their fhoulders

and arms, and falls down below the waift. They crofs the ends

of it over the breafl, or under the arms, as our French ladies do

their cloaks. When they wear this kind of mantle in the houfe,

they feldom cover their head with it. The country wonten of

Poitou wear feme nearly of the fame kind. But in the flreets,

and at church, the Spanifh women put this mantle fo clofe upon

their.heads, that one can hardly fee any of their face e-;cept au

eye, and the nofe : in the houfe they often do not even cover

their neck with it.

The women at home enjoy at leafl as much liberty as in

France. They receive their company with much politenefs, and

are eafily prevailed upon to fing, dance, play v non the harp>

guitar, theorbo, or mandoline. In thefe things they are niucfi

more complaifant than our French ladies. When they arc not

engaged in dancing, they ieat themfelves upon Itools raifed, as

I faid before, under a kind of alcove, at the bottom of the room,

where tiie company is. The men cannot ht aear them, unlcl^^

they are invited ; and wlicii this favour is bellowed upon them,

it is looked upon as a mark of familiarity.

The rD.mncr of dancir;g anujug the huHes fecms to partake

of the indolence in which tht-y pats their lives, though tliey arc

naturally very lively. I^i moft of their dances their arms either

lung loofely down by tiicu- iidc, or are folded under their n\.uitle,

whieh they aUb call Rtfios, In going through the Siipatco, one

<,i the molt common oi their dances, they iaep their arms railed

up, and iiiap their fingers in the air, as they fometimes do in

Frau;;t, when they duiicc the rigadoon. The Sapatco is pcr-

V formed
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formed without moving much out of the fame place, and by
ftriking the ground with the extremity of the foot and the heel

alternately. The ladies hardly appear to move ; they rather feem

to Aide along upon their feet, than to advance in cadence j this-

is owing to the lightnefs and celerity with which they move
their feet.

The Governor and the military men are drefled after the

French fadiion, except that they always wear a hat upon their

heads, and that they are never powdered or curled, any more
than the women. They live alfo in a great ftate of indolence,

as well as the other Spaniards, who arc drefled nearly in the

fame manner as the Portuguefe of St. Catherine's iil.uid.

The common people, mulatoes, and negroes, iiirtcad of a

cloak, wear a piece of broad ftriped ftufF, of diffeient colours,

Hit only in the middle, to let the head through. It falls down
upon their arms, and covers them as low as the wrifl:. On the

fore, and on the back part, it comes down below the calf of the

leg, and is fringed all round. This garment is called Poncho^

or Cboiiy. Every body wears ,it on horfcback, finding it more

convenient than the cloak or great coat. The Governor fliewed

us one of them, wrought in gold and filver at Chili, from

whence this garment has been brought. It had coft him more

tlnn th e hundred piafters: fome of them are made at the fame

jilac? at the rate of two thoufand,

1 he Poncho keeps off the jain, and defends from the wind;

it ferves for a bed covering at night, and for a carpet in the

i:v:)untry. All thelc du Tos may be fecn in the plates.

The Spani-irds live in a very plain manner. The men, who
aie not bufied in trade, rile very late, as well as the women.

The (laves, negro women, or mulatoes, prepare the Matt\

v;hilc their mrilk'rs are drelTing, who put the reed into their

mouth?, almolF before they have put their feet into their ilij)-

jjcis. The mew afterwards fit ftill with their arms folded, till

tiiey take it in their heads to convcrfe, and (moke a cigale with

their neighbours. Four or five of them fumctimes ftand toge-

ther
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ther at the door of a houfe, talking and fmoking; Others

mount their hoiTes, and go out, not to take a ride about the

country, but through the ftrect. If they have a fancy for

it, they get off their horfes, mix with any company they

meet, goflip for two hours without faying any thing of

confequence, fmoke, take fome Mat(}, then mount their horfes

again } who has been all this while (landing as ftock ilill as a

wooden horfe, without being faftened, and as if he was lidning

to the converfation. Sometimes there arc as many horfes

as men.

During this interval, the women remain featcd on a Aool at

the bottom of their apartment -, having under their feet next to

the floor a mat made of reeds, and over the mat fome cloaks

of the favages, or Ikins of tigers. There they play upon the

guitai', or upon any other inftrument, which they accompany

with the voice j or they take the Matify while the negro women
are drefling the dinner in the fame room.

About half an hour after twelve, or one o'clock, the dinner is

ferved up ; this confifts of beef drefled in various ways, but

always with a great quantity of pimento and fefran. Sometimes

ragoos of mutton are brought up, which they call Carnero j and

fometimes fifh, but very feldom any poultry, which is rather

fcarce. There is great plenty of game, but the Spaniards do not

go in queft of it, as that would be too fatiguing. The defert is

compofed of fweetmeats.

Immediately after dinner, both mafters and flaves indulge \n

the Sicftat that iy, they lie down ; fometimes they undrefs them-

ftlves and go to bed, where they flcep for two or three hours.

Workmen, who live by the labour of their hands, do not deny

tliemfclves thefe hours of indulgence. A great part of the day

being thus loft, this is the reafon of their doing but little work,

and makes all handicrafts exceflively dear. This circumftance

may air<" pioceed from the plenty of money there is here.

It is n.ot (urprizing they fhould be indolent and lazy. Their

meat col's them only the trouble of killing, Ikinning, and cut-
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ting i:;' vhe ox to drefs it. Bread is very cheap. The fkins of
oxen and cows ferve to make them all kinds of facks, to cover

part of their houfes, and for a thoufand other purpofes, for which

different forts of materials are ufed in Europe. Thefe ikins are

fo common, that many flips of them are found fcattered here

and there along the ftretts the lead frequented, in the fquares,

and upon the walls of the gardens.

Few of thefe gardens are cultivated, though there is one be-

longing to each houfe. The ground is left fallow. 1 faw but

one garden tolerably well kept, and this undoubtedly was becaufc

the gardener was an Englifliman. Vegetables therefore ?.re

fcarce here. The plant they cultivate the raoft is the fefran or

Carthamum, for their foup and fauces.

It is very common among them to keep a miftrefs. Thofe

who have children by them, give thefe children a kind of legi-

timacy, by acknowledging themfelves publickly to be their

fathers : after which, thefe children inherit nearly as the legitimates

do. There is no ignominy fixed upon illegitimate births ; be-

caufe the laws authorize them fo far, as even to beflow the title

of gentlemen to badards : in which thefe laws appear more

agreeable to humanity, not making the innocent fulfer for the

guilty.

I have obferved, while I was at mafs, that the Chaffuble was

compofed only of three flips of ftuff, fewed together lengthways,

without being in the form of a crofs. The middle flip only is

of a different colour from the other two. During the time of

mafs, one of the inhabitants plays upon the harp, in a gallery

:

this harp certainly ferves inflead of an organ. I faw no par-

ticular demonAration of devotion, but that of Hriking their

breads pretty hard five or fix different times, from the beginning

of the fervice till after the communion. The Rofary is much
in ufe here ; and the Ave Maria is almofl the only prayer they

fay. Many of them wear the Rofary round their necks. The
I'ortuguefe of St. Catherine's ifland, white men, negroes, and

mulatoes, had likewife almofl all of them Rofaries; feme wore

them
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them outwardly, efpecially the blacks, the others wore them

under their cloaths. They are alfo very devoutly inclined to the

fcapulary of mount Carmel j which is worn by both men and

women. They think the fcapulary and the Auillas will preferve

', them from all dangers, and infure their eternal falvation. Tl ey

.are fcrupulous only about the externals of devotion. Thefe

Avillas which one fees hanging at their necks are a kind of fea

chefnut, refembling a flat round bean, of the fize of a half-

-crown, und two lines and a half in thicknefs; the fkin is gra-

;nated, and very finely (hagreened, of a pale chefnut colour; at

' its circumference there is a black band, which almod furrounds

it. I picked up a great many of them on the fea coal>, at the

iHand of St, Catherine, without knowing what they were : and

I have ktw many of them mounted in^ ftlver, at a goldfmith's

ihop in Montevideo. He told me, that when.it^was worn round

the neck it prefertfd from infef^ipus airjarid' witches.

At e4ch\altar< there K 'a veil .wf^ph" reaches from top to bot-

tom, alv^ayst hanging* bd^re'ine' principal image, in the fame

manner as ?^at they '{^riice iff France before the hoft, when takea

out of theffta'be'rnaclei during thte time of a fernion or a dif-

. couirfe.' This vei( always remains. At the beginning of mafs,

the (Iring which fallens the veil is pulled up, and the veil raifed

like a curtain, (b as to difcover the image : wl^n mafs is over,

the veil is let down again.

Two days after failing from Cape Frehel, near St. Malo, we
put into a fmall barrel of water a liquor which had been given

us by M. Segiiin, a chymift, who lives in the rue des pofles, prh
de lEflrapade^ at Paris, as a prefervative of fweet water from

corruption, as well by fea as by land, and as iiaving the pro-

perty not only of preventing, but likcwiie of curing the fea

fcurvy. As we had hitherto kept the water we brought with us

from St. Malo's, fweet j we now compared it with the other, and

finding no difference, we determined not to open this calk again,

in which we had put the liquor, till the frelh water Ihould un-

dergo (bme confiderabie change.

8 The
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The very night in which the ftorm obliged us to lie at tlie

Governor's, it produced more fatal confequences, at the diftance

of two cannon (hot from our frigates. The thunder was very

louri. and the lightning fell upon the SpaniHi veflel the St. Barbe,

which had ftiifted her anchorage two days before, in order to

be more at hand for failing out of the river with the firlt favour-

able wind. Their change of pofition brought on this accident,

by which they had one man killed, and fourteen wounded, five

of whom were dangeroufly hurtj and their mizen mail was
ihattered.

The next day we carried to the Governor's houfe, th€ compafs

invented by captain Mandillo a Genoefe, for finding out the

longitude. We wanted to make fome obfervations upon land,

which we had not been able to do upon the veflel all the time

of our voyage, even when it was calm j becaufe the fault of this

compafs, is, that the leafl; motion diflurbs the fteadinefs of the

needle. Duiing a calm, even when it lies quite even, it is more
or lefs agitated. Notwithflanding all polfible care was taken to

preferve this compals, yet the damp of the fea air, which pene-

trates every where, had affected the needles, fo as to make them

a little rufty at the center, and near the parts which keep them

in cquilibiio. They had therefore loft that property which is

necefiary, and their magnetic virtue was likewife fomewhat im-

paired. We cleared them from the ruft, and recovered their

magnetic powers; but wt remitted our obfervations till another

day, becaule it was now late, and we left the inftrument with

the Governor.

On this occafion we expreflled our aftonifliment to the Go-
vernor, that the inhabitants of Montevideo Ihould not think of

j)rocuring themlelves (hade in their gardens, and other extenfive

places, by planting of trees ; and we mentioned our furprize

alfo at obferving, that the country feemed totally deprived of

that benefit. He told us there were fome trees along fide the

rivers, and that a country houfe which he had at the diftance

of about two leagues from the city was well furnilhed with

them.
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them. He propofed a party to go there on horfeback tlie next

day in the afternoon, after dining with him. We accepted

of the ride with an intent not only of feeing the country,

but at the fame time to convince ourfelves of the many won-
derful and incredible things he and many others had told us of

the horfes of Paraguay.

The party being concluded on, the Governor took upon liim-

felf to provide us with a fufficient number of horfes, which were

to be ready about three or four o'clock.

The vicar had invited me to dine with him that day, in com-
pany with Meff. Duclos, the two brothers, firft and fecond caj)-

tain, M. de Belcourt, the paymafter of the Spanifli troops, a
Fleming who fpoke the French language well, and the two

fons of M. Duclos the elder. We went there, and during the

whole dinner time, a mulatto played upon the harp. About the

middle of dinner, another man, whom they called a civilized

Indian, joined the former and accompanied him with his guitar.

Then the vicar, who was the only ecclefiaftic in town, called

in four or five little blacks about eight or ten years old,

and as many negro girls of the fame age. He made them dance

to the found of his inllruments, and the caftanets they had in

their h^nds. The children acquitted themfelves with lurprifing

agility and cleverncfs. One circumftance a little tirefume in thefc

Indian dances, is, that almoll all the fame motions are repeated

in every dance. It muft alfo be allowed that there is no great

variety in the tunes they fing or play. The mulick of fome of

them, efpecially of the Sapateo is pricked down in Fre/iers

account of a voyage to the South Sea.

They knew in this country, not only wiiat the King of Por-

tugal had done againfl: the Jefuits in his dominions, but al(b

what the parliaments of France, and the governmcr.t, had en-

acted agaiuft this fociety. The vicar defired me to j:ive him i/i

writing an account of what was reprelented in that famous

pidure found among the Jefuits at Billom, in Auvergne, at tJic

time when an inventory was there taken of the furniture and

cifu^ts
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effc^ls of thofe fathers, after the condemnation and fupprefllon

of their institution in 1762, and 1763 ; and the fecularization

of its members. I fatisfied his curioAty with regard to this au-

thentic monument of Jefuitical folly. This vicar is a man of

good (enfe, and generally beloved. He has thirty flaves, negroes

and negro -women, great and fniall. It is his pleafure alwajs

to have ibmebody to dine with him. He gives his company a

hearty welcome, and treats them well. He looks upon all his

flaves as his cliildren, and is beloved by them. He educates

them well in order to give them afterwards their liberty, with

forty or fifty cows or oxen, to put them in a vvay of keeping up
their freedom. But he pays a particular regard, I may indeed

fay, he fliews an uncommon degree of afFedlion, for a little

mulatto, almoft white, who is the Ton of one of his mulatto

(laves, as he was pleafed to fay by an Irifh officer, but who bears

in all the features of his face the flrongeft marks of being the

vicar's own fon. He told us he intended to fend him into

France lo ftudy, and to make a phyfician of him. The child

is at prefent feven years old. When there is company, he makes

him dine by himfelf, and when there is nobody, often with

him. He has already fettled five and twenty thoufand piaders

upon him. His living, and his own private income bring him
in about four thoufand, and he is now about fixty years old.

We were waited on at table by four negro women, by the

mother of the little mulatto, who is alfo a mulatto, and by an

Indian woman the wife of a Cacique, taken at the colony of

St. Sacrament fiom the Fortugucfc, in the laft fiege the Spa-

niards laid to it. Thefe women were all with child, though

neither of them was married except the Indian, who knew not

whetlier her hufband was alive or dead. Neither men nor

women in this country, are in the leail fcrupulous upon this

article.

At the defert, MefT de Bougainville, de Nerville, and rHuillier

de la Serre, came to meet us } and we all went together to the

Governor's houfe, where we found horfes ready for us. The
Governor's
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Governor's lady, drelied like an Amazon, and having a gold

laced hat on, cocked atter the military fafliion, put hei-felf at

the head of our cavalcade, mounted upon a beautiful horfe,

whofe value anfwered to his appearance. M. de Bougainville's

horfe was equally fine. With a kind of doubled pace, which

refembled ambling, they always left us behind. It was all we
could do to keep with them, fome of us trotting, otliers on a

canter. We continued this pace till we reached the country

houfe, which we did not do till more than a full hour after our

firfl; fetting out, though they told us it was no more than one

league diftant from Montevideo.

Father Rock, a Francifcan, was here waiting for us, with the

Governor's fon, a child of three years and a half, to whom this

father was preceptor. We found a plentiful collation ready for

us } and after drinking a glafs, merely on account of the heat of

the weather, we went to fse the Governor's orchard, which he

called a wood.

This country feat is nothing extraordinary with regard to the

houfe } which confifts of one fingle ground floor, as all the

other houfes do j on account of the violent winds, very frequent

in this country, which might blow them down if they were built

higher. The only remarkable thing here is a tolerably pretty

room, which however has no other ornament than fome geogra-

phical maps, fixed on the bare wall, and fome wooden chairs

covered with leather, which is figured with flower work.

At the didiance of two or three gun fhots from the houfe, the

orchard is planted : this confifts of apple, pear, peach, and fig

trees, difpofed in alleys, which are not veiy regular, except the

middle walk, which reaches from one end of the orchard to the

other, and is about a mile and a half in length. A pretty con-

fiderable brook winds through the orchard j which has probably

hindered the walks from being cut ftrait. They are however

extremely rural, on account of the number of tall, as well as

low plants growing in them without cultivation. The balm

efpecially abounds there. I acquainted the Governor, M. Beliu,

Z and
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and another officer, with Its virtues. They >were the more
pleafed with my account, as the plant is extremely plentiful in

this country, and tiiey thought it might pe'-haps be ufed inftead

of the MatL
The trees were fo laden with fruit, that mod of the branches,

unable to fupport the weight, were already broken. We advifed

tlie Governor to have the others fupported with props, more
eCpecially as he told us, that all thefe fruits were of the beft and

mod excellent kind. We could not judge of this ourfelves, as

the time of their being ripe, was not till the end of February ;

at prefent however they had an exceeding fine appearance.

One might make a delightful walk of this orchard j but the

Governor does not employ any body about it, becaufe it is

his intention to return to Europe, where he propofes to fix

entirely.

As we were coming back, I fpoke to father Roch, and held a

converfation with him in Latin, upon feveral points of philo-

fophy ; which I foon found he had only fludied in Ariftotle's

fchool, both by the barbarous and obfolete terms he made ufe

of, and by the fyftem he followed. He indeed confefiled himfeif

to be much attached to it. He told me, he was a Peripatetic

and a Scotiji^ and would remain fo all bis life. He fpoke pretty

good Latin, and with facility. . The greatefl difficulty to me was

his pronunciation of u as ou, and his manner of pronouncing

the g, which tlie Spaniards always lofe in their throats, pro-

nouncing it nearly as an afpirate. fiefides the attention this

required of me in order to underftand him, I was alfo obliged

to confider of what I had to fay, and at the fame time to endea-

vour to catch his pronunciation, without which, be might not

perhaps have comprehended me. A few days before, for the

firft time, I had been exactly in this fituation with him. Having

heard that he was a man of learning, I had been to pay him
a vifit at his convent. I inquired for him, in the Latin tongue,

of one of his brethren who opened me the door. He made me
a fign to walk in, without anfwering a fing^e word. I went in,

7 and
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and meeting with three more brethren, I inquired for father

Roch in the fame language : and one of them anfwered me only.

Padre Fratre Roch? fuoras. This was all I could get out of

him. On this occafion as on many others I felt how difagree-

able it was for a traveller to be unacquainted with the language

of the country he is in. The want of comprehending exaflly

what others fay } and the being obliged to be filent, when one

has fomething of confequence to fay, for fear of not being

rightly underftood, is a fituation worfe than that of a deaf man,
who has at leaft the fatisfa£lion of fpeaking, and making him-

felf underftood.

On returning a fecond time to the convent, I had the good

fortune to meet with the fuperior, who anfwered me in good

Latin, which he fpoke, though with fome little hefitation. He
brought me into his cell, where we converfed together for a full

half hour, after which father Roch came and joined us. In the

courfe of this converfation, he informed me of fome remedies,

the fiiccefs of which he had feen in repeated experiments. I

give the receipts of fome of them here, that any perfon who
thinks proper may have an opportunity of trying them.

tootb-acb.

Extract; from the fuller's thiftle, a worm which is always

found in it when it is ripe. Rub this worm between the thumb
and fore-finger, prefling it.gently till it dies through weaknefs.

One or other of thefe two fingers appl'ed to the tooth will

have, at leaft for a whole year after, the property of removing

the pain.

The Farcy in Horfes,

At the end of autumn colled the bearded protuberances, or

kinds of chefnuts belonging to the eglantine : bruife the worm
you will find in them, and make the horfe fwallow it in a glafs

of wine, or any other liquid ; then cover him up warm.
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Afoundered Horfe.

Let h'lm take one or two fpoonfuUs of common fait, in half

a pint of common water.

Malignant Fevers.

Under each fole of the patient's feet, apply a tench quite alive,

without flitting them, or doing them any injury. Bind them on
with linen rollers, take them off at the end of twelve hours,

taking care if poHiblc, not to infpire the fmell that comes from

them, then bury them quickly, or throw them down the houfe

of ofRce ; and the patient will foon recover.

^infey.

Take as many earth worms alive as will piake up the fize of

an egg } put them between two pieces of thin muflin, and apply

them round the patient's bare throat. Renew the application

every three hours for two days fucceflively.

Bleeding of the nofe.

Put into the patient's two noftrils, or behind both his ears,

a fmall quantity of hair taken from the private parts of the fex

different from the patient } and the blood will (lop almoft in»

fVantaneoiifly.

uln infallible flaifler for bringing out the fmalUpox when it has been

driven in.

Take fome rye meal ; mix it up with fome rain water, fome

verjuice, a new laid egg, and half an ounce of orpiment finely

powdered. Beat the whole welt together, and fpread it upon

blotting paper. Sprinkle it with cloves in powder, and apply

this poultice to the foles of the feet ; it muft be left there for the

fpace of four and twenty hours, then taken off, and thrown

quickly into the fire*

Fluof
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Fluor jilbus.

Bruife the leaves of the plant called moufe-ear, and fqueeze

out the Juice to the quantity of two ounces, which the patient

mult take fading, in a cup of broth, or a glafs of white wine.

The dofe muft be repeated for fome days fucceflively, after forae

purging phyfic has been given to the patient; who will feed

only upon meats of eafy digeftion, and will abflain from all

kind of excefs. The father alTured me that this medicine had
cured women in five or fix days, who had been afflidled with

tiiis diforJer for eight or ten years.

Immoderate Menjlrual Flux,

Torrefy, upon a new earthen plate, or upon the fire-fiiovel

well cleaned, as much hair, taken from the private parts of a
healthy middle aged man, as one can hold between the finger

and thumb. Reduce it to powder } and let the patient take it

falling in a glafs of good red wine. For a fijppreflion of the

menfes it muft be taken in white wine. The remedy may be

repeated a fecond time.

Swelled Gland! and other fcrophulous Tumors,

Apply one or two dead plantain leaves to them. Renew the

application, with frefh plantain, twice a day. At the fame time,

let the patient take, every morning fafting, a warm iiifufion of
walnut-tree leaves, in the fame manner as tea.

Colic, and Stitch in the Side.

Let the root of the fun.flower be applied under the armpit of

the fame fide where the pain is. As foon as it is grown warm
there the colic goes off. This application was tried with fuc*^

cefs in an obftinate ftitch of the fide.

•*!

Exoftojis,

Flatten a ball» which has killed an animal, and apply it ins*

mediately upon the part affected,

fal^.
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Palfy.

Boil fume radiflies in water, with a fmall quantity of gin, and
drink it for common drink. One may alio put ladifhes into the

ibup inftead of common foup herbs.

Ulcers.

Chew the dried treadles of flieep, and apply them by way of

of poultice to the (ore. Let the application be renewed morning
and evening.

Cancer and Ulcers,

Put a large live toad into a new earthen pot, and over it put

two ounces of rolls of fulphur in powder. Lute the pot well,

and calcine the whole. Apply the afhes to the cancer.

Corns and Warts,

After having fcratched them and taken off the hard part, rub
them well with the mnlhrooms which grow naturally upon a
ilunghill.

Pains after Cbild-birtb.

Boil two new laid eggs, and put into each of them a piece

of (ugar in powder, as big as a filbert j mix it well with the

yolks, and let the lying-in woman take it, drinking over it a

glafs of good wine daflied with a little water.

To promote the Difcbarge of the Lochia.

Put two drachms of flower of fulphur into two glafles of

boiling water, let this boil for a few minutes, then drain it

through a linen rag, and let the liquor be taken.

An Amulet againji the Fallitjg Sicknefs,

Put into a crucible, upon a flow fire, one ounce of Spanifh

mercury, or mercury feparatcd from cinnaber. When the mer-

cury acquires a little heat, and begins to flmmer, throw in one

dVachm of filvcr beaten very thin, and ftir the whole well with

A rod oi iron, a little heated. Afterwards remove the crucible

quickly
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quickly from the fire, and pour out the contents, leaving them

to grow cold, Put this atnalgama into a fmall leathern bag,

dofely fowed up. Faften this bag round the neck with a ftring,

fo as it (hould fall upon the pit of the Aomach, where it mud
be conftantly worn. Before this amulet is applied, the patient

mud be blooded in the cephalic vein, at the new moon. The
bleeding muft be repeated, at the new moon, the two following

months.

Bronchocele.

Apply fome common fait, well dried and a little warm, to

the tumor. When the fait grows damp, let it be taken off,

well dried, and then applied again} ^ is procefs ii to be re-

peated till the diforder is cured.

Specks on the Eyes.

Take of dragon's blood, of fuccotrine aloes, and of myrrh,

equal quantities, and let them all be very finely powdered. Mix
a fufiicient quantity of this powder with the yolk of a new laid

eggi fo as to form a plaifler, which is to be applied to the tem-

ple on the fame fide as the eye afiedted. When the plainer falls

off of itfelf, put another on, and continue in this manner till

the cure is completed.

Pain in tbt Teetb, and how to make them fall out tvitboui

Pain,

Put into the hollow of the tooth three drops of fpirit of fal

ammoniac, and a fmall bit of cotton ovev it.

Corns in the feet.

Take off the indurated part, without making them bleed,

then apply feveral times, the red fediraent found at the bottom

of a chamber pot, when the urme has been left any time in

it. Then cover them with a piece of thin leather, repeating this

till the corns are removed.

Fluxion
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Fluxion in the Brea/i,

Set a pint of good cow's milk upon the fire ) when it boils

jkim it two or three times, then throw in a large glafs of good

Spanifh wine, and after it has boiled up twice, take it from the

tire. When the milk is turned, flrain off the whey through a

linen rag, and let the patient drink a fmall glafs full of it warm
every quarter of an hour.

to bring about the Delivery of a dead Child,

Take fome of the feed of the greater burdock, reduce it to

powder, and let the patient take one drachm of it in a glafs

of wine.

Convul/iom in Children caufed by teething.

Cut fome of the root of wild valerian into fmall pieces.

String them like the beads of a necklace, fo as to make a neck-

lace of them for the child ; who is to wear it 'till the teeth

have pierced the gum. The application may be renewed every

fortnight.

Let the patient take, faAing, as much of the mifletoe of eg-

lantine in powder as will cover a farthing, after it is infufed the

whole night in a glafs of white wine, which is alfo to be taken.

Half of this dofe only Is given to women and children. This

medicine was communicated to me by a Lieutenant of our fri-

gate named Le Roy. He told me his father had tried it fe-

veial times, and with fuccefs.

Hy/leric Vapours.

Rub the infide of a faucer with garlic laid on very thick;

Then apply the fide rubbed with garlic to the navel. Hold it

on 'till it Aicks, and let it not be removed till it falls off of

itfelf.

Fijlula
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Fifiula of all Kinds.

Take the leaves of St. John's wort, of the lefler wormwood,

and of the round birthwort, ofeach one handful: fuccotrine aloes,

and myrrh in po>vder, of each one ounce. Let the whole be in-

fvCed in two quarts u .' good white-wine, in a pot well glazed, and

ftrongly luted upon a gentle Keat, for three quarters of an hour

:

let it afterwards boil for a quarter of an hour : drain off the

liquor when cold, and add to it one pint of good fpirit of

wine. jECeep the whole in a bottle well corked.

Thi? liquor is to be inje£ted into the fiilula five or fix times a

day, applying a tent or comprefs dipped in the fame to the

wound. This remedy has been tried feveral times fuccefsfully,

by M.. Puvernay, a furgeon of Chambery.

For Difirders of the Eyes, even the Gutfa Seretta^ an Opthalmu: won'

derfulin its EffeSis.

Take thirty-one live cray-fifli, caught precifely when the fun

and moon are in Cancer, and not at any other time. Take alfo

of the roots, ijtalks, leaves and flowers of the celandine, gathered

before fun-riife, as much as will equal the weight of the cray^

fifli. When all this has been well pounded together in a wooden
or ftone mortar, add of fenneUfeed one ounce, of bean flower

and camphor each half an ounce} cloves, hepatic aloes, pre-

pared tutty, all in powder, of each two drachms. Mix the whole

well in a mortar, and divide it afterwards into three parts. Put

one of the parts into an alembic, and diftil in B. M. till it is

dry : take out the refiduum, preferve it, and put afecond part

of the compofition into the alembic, together with the water

drawn oflf from .the firft difliilation. Diftil this again till it is

dry. Take out the refiduum a fecond time, keep it, and put in,

in its ftead, the third part of the compofition, with all the water

diflilled. Let the diflillation be repeated a third time. After-

wards calcine the three refiduums in a clofe vefTel, extradl the

fak by diflblution, filtration, and evaporation, fecundum ar-

tem. Let the fait obtained be added to the diililled water, and

A a after

11

: Fl

HI

•!

hi



.i

160 JOURNAL OF MY VOYAGE
after the \vhoIe has digefted on a flow fire, keep the liquor in i
bottle well corked.

Method of ufifig the foregoing Application,

Let the patient be purged at leaft twice with a mild cephalic

medicine, leaving the interval of a day between the two dofes

;

and if he is plethoric he muft be blooded once at the decline of

the moon. Two or three drops of this collyrium are afterwards

to be introduced into the eye morning and evening, with the

black feather of a fowl's wing, and let a flight comprefs dipped

in the liquor be applied over the eye.

During the ufe of this remedy, which mufl- be continued about

forty days for a gutta ferena, one muft be careful to keep the

body open. For this purpofe, if it fliould be neceflary, glyfters

may be ufed, compofed of river water only warmed. All me*>

lancholy things, and employments of too ferious a nature, are alfo

to be avoided} and the patient mud likewife abftain from
fpices, fait meats, fellery, flrong liquors, and in general from

all exceiles in eating, drinking, fitting up, &c. For other dif-

crders in the eyes, the collyrium is to be continued till the

cure is completed.

An excellent and almoft univerfal Batfanr.

Put into a glazed earthen pan, which will bear the fire,

and which holds about Bve or fix quarts of water, three pints

of fine olive oil, half a pound of frefli yellow wax, cut into

fmall pieces, half a pint of rofe water, three pints of good

red wine, and two ounces of red faunders in powder. Let

the whole boil together for half an hour, ftirring the mixture

all the while with a wooden fpatula. When this is done, throw

in a pound of fine Venice turpentine, not of the common fort,

with four ounces of good honey, and two drachms of camphor

in powder. The finer fort of Venice turpentine is not fliarp to

the tongue, and has no difagreeable fmell ; It is white and not

yellow. Mix the whole together by fliiring it well with the

fpatula
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fpatula for one or two minutes ^ take the pan off the fire, ftrain

the balfain through a linen rag, and let it he kept in earthen

pots.

Vfe of the foregoing Balfam.

For wounds, ulcers, mortifications, contufions, bums, rheu-

matic ind other pains, the part aflfefted is firfl either waflied or

fomented with a little warm red wine } afterwards the part is

very freely anointed with the Balfam, and a piece of blotting-

paper fteeped in it is applied. This drefling is repeated morning

and evening. If the wound penetrates any of the cavities of the

body, the balfam is to be thrown up with a fyringe, and the pa-

tient muft take a drachm and a half, or two drachms of it, in

each bafon of broth, or in fome decoction of vulnerary herbs*

The fame doze of this medicine may alfo be taken in the pleu-

j-ify, the cholic, and other internal pains, taking care at the fame

time to apply it warm externally, rubbing it in on the part

where the pain is feated. i have tried this Balfam and always

with fuccefs.

: <'t

ti'l^^d

I *:

For an inveterate Head-ach, caufed by n Fluxion of Humours, and

for on Hydrocephalus,

Pound, in a wooden or (lone mortar, ten or twelve tops of

vervain, with fome rye-meal, and five, or fix, or more whites of

«ggs : the vervain may be omitted. Make a cataplafm of this,

which muft be applied to the nape of the neck, and over the

(houlders, fo as to cover almoft the whole fcapula. Let a fine nap-

kin four times double be laid over it, and let it be left on for fix or

eight hours. If the patient is not then cured, a (econd poultice

of the fame kind is to be applied, which is to be left on as long

as the other, or thereabouts. It very feldom happens that a third

poultice is neceflary. The patient muft afterwards be purged.

This poultice is equally beneficial in rheumatifins.

A a 2 Amoiji
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A moi/i AfihrnOt Colds^ and Difirders of the Brea/l,

In an earthen or very clean copper pan, let one pound of ripe

juniper berries, well bruifed, be boiled for half an hour, with a
pound of fre(h unfalted butter, which has not been wafhed;

Then let the butter be ftrained off, with a very ftrong expreflion*

of tlie juniper berries. To the quantity ftroined off, add an
equal weight of the befl: honey, and let it be put upon an ex-

ceeding flow fire 'till it has acquired the confiflience of a fyrup^

which is to be preferved in earthen pots. The bignefs of a
fmall nut, or the value of a tea-fpoonful, is to be taken in the

morning fafting, fuffering it to melt in the mouth like a lozenge.

The fame doze is to be repeated at night going to bed. When
the diforder is dangerous, athi^d^dofe may be taken three or four

hours after dinner.

In common diforders of the breafl: the juniper berries* may be
left out.

All thcfe remedies have not been communicated to me by the

Francifcan father whom I have before mentioned; but having

feen the good e(re6ls of almoit all thofe I have given before, I

have been very glad of this opportunity of making them known
for the good of the public.

The day after our party of pleafure into the country, which I

liavc fpoken of, four Indians or Natives of the country came to

prefent themfelvesto tlie Governor, while we were with him ex-

amining Captain Mandillo's compafs. As foon as the Governor

faw them coming into his court-yard, he had all the doors of his

rooms fliut up. Upon our alking him the reafon of this, he

told us, that the room would be infefted for eight days, if they

were fuffcred to come into it ; and that the fmell which ex-

haled from them fixed itfelf even on the walls. This fmell pro-

ceeds from their anointing their bodies with a certain kind of

oil and gieafe to prcfeive themlelves from infefts.

Thefe Indians finding tho door fhut, came up to the window

where we were, and one of them pulled out of a bag made of

a tiger's Ikin, a paper written and folded up, which he prefented

7 The'
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The Governor received and read it, being written in the Spanifh

tongue. It was a certificate, in which feveral Spanifti Governors

declared fucceffively, that the bearer of it was of the race of their

Caciques or Princes, and that he himfelf was the chief of a vil-

lage. The Governor returned the certificate, and the Indians

alkcd him by figns for a fheet of paper in(lead of the one which

before held the certificate, and which was now worn out in the

the folds by much ufe: the paper was immediately given to him.

It is moft probable that thefe Indians were unacquainted with

the Spanifh language, as they did not attempt to fpeak a fingle

word of it. A Spanifli officer told us, that they had fpoken the

Paraguay language, mixed with that of the Indians, in the

neighbouring parts. They had no other drefs, than a kind of

cloke made of feveral deer ikins with tlie hair on, fewed together,

fo as to form a long fquare pretty much like a napkin. It is

fadened about the flioulders with two (h'aps, and appears as in

the plate. The fide next the ikin was white, and painted red and

blue grey in fquares, rhombofles, and triangles, the difpofal of

which forms various compartments, according to the fancy, I fup-

pofe, of the per<bn who is to wear it, or of the painter. Thefe

Indians often come into the town in companies of five, fix, eight

or ten, bringing their wives along with them. Their dwelling-

places are not more than fix or feven leagues difiantfrom Monte-
video, where they come to drink wine or brandy. As they

have no coin among them, they give their little facks of tiger

ikins, their clokes, fometimes the ficins of wild beads they have

killed, but more commonly thofe they have fewed together to

doath themfelves with. They give them almofl for nothing}

for they exchange one of thefe kinds of clokes, compofed of eight

deer Ikins, for a real, which is about fix-pence Englifli. A fack

of tiger's fkin, fourteen or fifteen inches long and twelve inches

wide, cofts no more than half a real. When any body has a

mind for t!ie clokes of thefe. Indians, it is fufiicient to take hold

of it with one hand, and to offer a real or half a real with the

other. The Indian immediately unties the ilrap, takes the pjpce

of
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(of money, furrenders his cloke or little Tack, whichever you want,

. and goes immediately quite naked to the firft fhop he can find to

drink wine or brandy.

Their wives do the fame. They have commonly no other

clothing than the men, but now and then one lees fome of them
who have a piece of the fame ikin their drefs is made of fattened

round the waifl with a ftrap.

It is prohibited to fell them fucli a quantity of wine or . <jy

as will make them drunk, for fear that drunkennefs flioutd lead

them into fome irregularities. M. de Bougainville being about

to give a real to each of the four who came to the Governor's,

.the Governor defired him on this account to give them only half

a one. Being one day at the vicar's, we were told that a com-
pany of «ight or nine of them, men and women, were coming

up to us. The clerk of 'our frigate immediately going to the

door with a bit of bread he was eating, one of the Indians pair-

ing by took this bit of bread from him, flopped a moment, then

eat it laughing, and afterwards went on to join the reft of his

companions without faying a word. They were all of them bare-

headed, their feet were naked, and they had no other clothing

befides the cloke already fpoken of. Some of them wore it upon
their right Ihoulder, leaving the left arm and (houlder bare;

others wore it on the oppofite fide. They wear the hair on the

outfide when it rains, and on the infide when it is fine wea-

ther.

Such of rhefe Indians as I have feen, were perfectly ftrait and

> well-made, their aims and legs were well fhaped, the cheft well

expanded, and all the mufcles of their body ftrongly marked

out. The women were much lefs than the men, who were all of

afine fize. The women had, as well as the men,,a lively look,

a round but not a full face, pretty large eyes full of -fire, a high

forehead, a large mouth, and a widenofc, flattened a little at

the tip ; tlieir lips are of a moderate fize and their teieth white {

tiieir hair long, black, and harlh, falling carelefsly about their

.jaecks, andfometimes even over their foreheads. As they greafe

their
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their hair as well as their body with different ointments, it is

glofly } but always in diforder. Thefe ointments however have

nothing in them more difagreeable or dirty than the pomatums

of this country.

It is faid that when they are firft born they have not that red,

copper, bronze colour, which is generally fpread all over their

ikin. It is true indeed, that the climate, the a6^ion of the air to-

which their fkin, not covered with clothing, is continually ex-

pofed, the ointments and paint with which they fmear their

whole body, may contribute, at leaft in a great meafurc, to give

them this colour. But when we confider that the Negroes them-

felves alfo do not come into the world with their ikin black,

which however is their proper colour, we m../ well imagine that

the red copper colour of the Indians in South America is alfo

natural to them.

The women are employed in the culture of manioc, and pre-

paring it to make the caflavi, and their common drink ; they

are alfo employed in houfehold affairs, whch confift only in fow-

ing together deer and other beads fkins, which both men and

women ufe for their clothing, and in preparing vi£luals for

themfelves and the men, who fpend all their time in hunting,

fifhing, and riding out on horfeback ; and indeed they are mod
excellent horfemen. The old men prefide in each hamlet of huts^

and (lay at home with the young lads and girls, who have not

yet acquired ftrength enough for any laborious work. Their

form of government confifts entirely in refpe£iing their elders.

They are extremely dexterous at handling the fling, and at the

management of the lance and the bow : they feldom mifs their

aim with the fling even on horfeback and at full fpeed. A fierce

bull, a tiger, or any other animal, or even a man himfelf,

though ever fo watchful, can hardly efcape them. As it is necef-

faty that the haher, which is the name they give it, flioiild coa>

fine the animal they have a mind to feize, they pufli their horfe

at him ftrongly, fo as throw the halter in fuch a manner that

the animal finds himfelf dragged away with fo much rapidity

that
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that lie has not time either to difentangle or defend himfelf. In
their private quarrels with one another, they alfo ufe thefe flings,

and a half lance. The only method of avoidiog this fling, if in

an open plain, is to lie down all along u[)on the ground, as loon

as they take the inflrument in hand, and to keep clofe to the

earth. Another method of avoiding it is, by flicking one's felf

clofe to a tree, or to the wall.

Thefe halters or Tings are cut out of bulls hides. They twifl;

this Arap, and make it flexible by greafing and ftretching it out,

till it is reduced to half a finger's breadth. Neverthelefs it is

fo ftrong that a bull cannot break it, and it reflfts more than a
hempen cord would do, which would alfo be lefs flexible, and
therefore lefs fit for this purpofe.

One can hardly get the flcins of tigers and other wild beads

any otherwife than from the Indians. Neverthelefs they are hot
dear, though rather fcarce at Montevideo. One of the flnefi: of

them may be bought for two or three piafters. I bought a very

beautiful tiger's flcin of a middling fize, fowed up in form of a
bag, fc a piece of eight. The Indians kill but few tigers, though
they eat them ; becaufe they make ufe of thefe flcins only for

the little bags I have mentioned. In thele bags they carry the

caflavi root, which ferves for their nourifliment, and the heads

of their arrows, which they do not fallen to the reeds, till they

are going to make ufe of them. This head of the arrow
has the figure and flze of a laurel-Ieaf, when much lengthened

out at the two extremities. They fix it into the reed by either

end indifferently, becaufe it is pointed and fliarp at both extremi-

ties. Thele arrows are the more fatal, as the head of them,

not being firmly fixed, remains in the wound, upon attempting

to draw out the reed.

When they want to catch an animal in the fling, they ride

after him at full gallop, holding the horfes bridle in one hand,

and in the other the fling, which they throw at the neck, legs,

or horns of the animal. When it is a furious or wild beafl three

or four of them together ride after him, each laying hold of a

limb
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limb in the fling, then feparating, one to the right and anotlier

to the left, the fling is tightened by this means, and another

of them comes up without danger, either to kill the animal with

his half lance, or to tie him and bring him away.

The Indians have other methods of hunting, which arc de-

scribed in the accounts of feveral authors, efpecially in M.
Muratori's work on the Paraguay.

I fliall take this opportunity of acquainting the public, that

M. Muratori's book is entirely written from the memoirs fur-

fliflied him by the Jefuits or fome of their people, who were

certainly fo much concerned as not to be willing to inform the

public of all their tranfa£lions. Some Spanifli ofhcers of credit,

fent from the coint of Madrid to Paraguay, in the time of the

divifion of the refpedlive pofTcnions of the courts of Spain and

Portugal, have afllired me, that all the pamphlets they had Teen

in that country relative to the condutSt of the Jefuits, whether

refpe£iing the Indians or t^ie interefl:s of thefe two kingdoms,

were always written with a great deal of caution in rcgiud to the

Jefuits. He alfo told me, that one of thefe fathers, among the

chief in the country, had made the following anfwer in bis pre-

fcnce, to one of the Spanifli general officers, who was cxprelfing

Jiis aftonifliment at the obftacles which the Jefuits oppofed to the

tiilpofitions concerted and fixed upon between the two courts.

" I have much more reafon to be furprized, that tiiefe two kings

fliould make difpofitions for dividing a country wh* ' does not

belong to them. We Jelliits alone have conquered it ; we alone

have the right to difpofe of it, to keep and defend it, from all,

and againft all." With fuch principles as thefe, one may eafily

imagine what the conduft of the Jefuits wouli be. It is certain

ihat the Indians of Paraguay are fubjects only to this fociety,

cither at home in their families, or when they go out in arms.

When the Spaniards lately befieged and took from the Portu-

guefe the colony of St. Sacrament, which is about thirty leagues

<li(l-ant from Montevideo, they were alliftcd by about a thouland

Indians, at vvhofe head was a Jcfuit, who commanded them in

H b chief,
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chief, and without whofe oiiler, thcfe Indians would not havr
advanced on: flcp, nor have fired a fingle mulket. The Governor
o( Monicvidiio, wlio commanJed the Spaniards, and Icveral other

ofiuers prdl'iit at this attack, told me, they were obliged to fettle

the plan oF operations whh the Jcluit, who afterwards gave out

his orders in his own nan^ to the Indians, who were encamped
feparatcly from the Spania.us.

Dragoons arc almoft the only troops of that country. Their

holies are equipped in the fame manner as at Paraguay. All the

rien wear the Ponchos, which they find more convenient than the

cloke both for the horfe and his rider.

The Ponchos, as I have faid before, is a piece of ftuff formed

like the coverlet of a bed, two or three ells long, and two ells

wide. One nuiil pifs one's head through a flit in the middle, to

put it on. It hangs down on both fides, and behind as well as

before. It is wore on horfcback and on foot. The poor people

and tlie negroes never take it off till they go to bed. It does

not hinder them from working, becaufe it may be thrown back

at the fides over the .n-'-idersj by which means the arms and

the fore-part of the body arc at liberty.

This kind of garment is falhionable on horfeback, even for

both fexes, and among perfons of all ranks. It is eafy, however,

to didinguilh ranks and fexes, notwithflanding the fimplicity of

the Ponchos. Riding on horfeback is fo common among the

women, that they are as ready and alert at this exercife as the

men. The differences by which the rank and fex may be diftin*

guiflicd with regard to the Ponchos, confift in the finenefs, light-

iiefs and richnel's of the ftuff.

The horles are not (hod in this country. The faddle and fur-

niture are alio different from thofe ufed in Europe. They firfl:

put upon the hoife's bare I>ack a piece of coarfe foft ftuff, of a loofe

texture, which they call iichuaderos j over that a girth, then a

piece of fliong leather of the fize of the faddle, which hanging

over the horfe's crupper ferves for houfmg. This is called Car-

Over this leather is placed the faddle, made like that we

5 ufe
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•ufe for pack-hoifes, and over the faddle they throw one or more

flieep fkins, fewed together. This they call the Pcilhon, Above

all this they put a fecond girth, or furcingic, tofaften the whole.

The flirrups are fmall and narrow, for they only put the end

of the ilioe into them j and thofe who go bare-footed, reft only

the point of the great toe. The bit of the bridle is iron, all of

one piece, and without ftuds. The reins are compofed of fe-

veral fmail (traps, interwoven with each other, as the ftrings of

a bell or clock ; and are at leaft fix feet and a half, or fevcn feet

in length, as they ferve at the fame lime for a whip. A femi-

circular bar of iron, attached to the fame piece which receives the

horfe's lower jaw, produces the fame eft'ed as th; curb. That

part of the Carneros which proje£ls beyond the (iiddle, and falls

upon the crupper, is figured.

On the 9th inftant, the Governor, the major of the troops,

and their ladies, came on board the Eagle frigate about noon,

where we gave them as good a dinner as we could. The air of the

.ca, or the motion of the fhip, though fcarce perceptible, were

rather troublefome to the major's lady, and made her i'o fick,

that flie could neither eat nor drink any thing, except a couple

of oranges, and was obliged to quit the cabbin where we were at

•tlinner, to go and breathe the freih air upon deck. This circum-

ftance rather difturbed our entertainment, and obliged the com-
pany to return to the city very early.

As we were attending them to Ihore in our cutter, we per-

ceived an exceeding foetid fmell, much refembling the putrid ex-

halation from the carcafe of an animal that has been dead a

great while. We thought at firft that it had proceeded from the

dead body of fome bull, killed and left upon the (liore till it was
putrified, from whence the wind might bring it to us. The Go-
vernor undeceived us } afTuring us, that it was the exhalation of

the urine of an animal named Zorillos, who was either angry, or

purfued by fome other animal.

The Zorlllos is of the fizc of a weafel, not quite fo long, with

Kdd (h ha r, l^hter under the belly which is almoft grey. Two
B b 2 white
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\vhite lines extend tlie whole length of the back, forming, fronr

the neck to the tail, almoft an oval. The tail is very bufliy,

and the animal always keeps it raifed up as the fquirrel does.

When he finds himfelf purfued, or is provoked by any thing, he

immediately expels his urine, which infedts the air, to the ex-

tent of more than a mile and a half, with an almoil infupportable

fmell of carrion. We perceived this fmell two or three times

while we were on board our frigate, though we were more than

four miles and a half diClant from land : it is true indeed, that

the wind blew from the land. M. Duclos, our captain, had

already told us of this, but we had not taken his word for it.

The fa£l was confirmed to us by the virar o* Montevideo, wha
made a prefcnt to M. Duclos of a fur lining made with the ikins

of this animal fcwed together. Thefe Ikins have no bad fmell.

The Zorillos is perhaps the fame as the Stinkbingfem, or «;-

fa)it dii diahk (devil's child) of Canada, the urine of which pro-

duces nearly the fame effects. The Cbinche of the fouthcrn parts

of America alfo refembles much the Zorillos.

Another animal very common in thefe parts, and about Buenos

Ayres, is the Tatu-apara, which we call Tatou, the Spaniards

Armadillo, and the Portuguefe Encubertado. As this animal is

very well known, 1 fliall not give any defcription of it. Ximenez
fays, that the fcales of the Armadillo, reduced to powder and

taken to the quantity of one drachm in a decodlion of fage,

brings on a perfpiration fo falutary, that it cures the venereal dif-

eafe ; and that it throws out fplinters from all parts of the body r

and according to Monades, liv. xv. pag. 552, the fmall bones of

this animal's tail cure a deafnefs.

Notwithftanding the rilk there was in felling of any mer-

chandize at Montevideo, and the difficulties our people met

with in difembarking them, to prevent their being ic'zed $

yet feveral of our otiicers and many of the crew, who had

got together fome few things, in hopes of feUing them at the

French ifland, and at the Eaft Indies, where they thought they

were going, got rid of them, and were felling them every

day.
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day. Our fliip being the firft veflel which had put in at this

place fince the peace, our things fold very well. The guards

feized upon feme packets brought on fliore with too little cau-

tion. They even threw yefterday into prifon two cockfwains,

on whom thefe packets were found. M. de Bougainville being

informed of this, exclaimed and ftormed very much againfl: thefe

cockfwains, faying, they deferved to be treated as they were.

He went to the officer, repeated the fame thing to him, and

defired only that his uniform, which the prifoners had on when
they were taken up, night be delivered j that as for the men
they might keep them, to intimidate the rc(V, and that he him-

felf would put them in irons if they were releafed. By this

behaviour, M. de Bougainville perfuaded them that he did not

countenance this pradice. The parcels and the men wetc both

given up, and it was even defired that the men might be

excufed. From this circumflance, it was eafily found out that

our people had not taken proper meafures. A ferjeant having

complained on this occafion, that he had not received the value

of one real, though he had aflifted in bringing many parcels on
Ihore, and that he had, as he faid, wore out a pair of fhoes in

going about the town to (hew fuch of our people as had any

thing to fell, into the proper houfes ; this declaration made us

underftand that we fhould not meet with fo many difficulties, if

we did but dillriLute a few piafters among the officers and

guards. We began therefore by giving away a few pieces of

eight, a few (hirts, &c. and every body was very ready to let us

do as we pleafed, even the officer himfelf placed there on purpofe

to prevent any kind of trade. As we were fuppofed not to have

any Spanifli coin, and that French coin was not current in that

country, M. de Bougainville alked and obtained leave to fell

fome butts of wine, brandy, oil, and fome other fupcrfluous

goods he had, in order to pay for the flour, and the fre(h meat,

the Governor had always taken care to provide for us every day

at the port ; as well as for the oxen, cows, hories and other

animals, he wanted to buy. It was now time to think of quit<

ting

I :'ii
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ting Montevideo, in order to go to the place of our dedination.

We therefore provided ourfelves with every thing we thought

neceflary for this purpofe : the quantity of water, flour, and
animals M. de Bougainville alked for, excited the curiofity of

the Governor with regard to the defign of our voyage. All the

crew, even the officers themfelves, were perfe6tly ignorant as to

this point, and thought, as I faid before, that we we;e going to

the Eaft Indies. This report had been propagated, and M. de

Bougainville confirmed it, by telling the Governor we were

going to the Indies, without fpecifying to which of them.

The trouble neceflTarily attending thefe preparations prevented

us from day to day from trying to make any accurate obfer-

vations with the inilrument or compafs of captain Mandillo, fo

that we did not think of fetching it from the Governor's till we
were juft preparing to fet fail. As it is of the greatefl confe-

quence to take advantage of the firft favourable wind, efpecially

in the harbour of Rio de la Plata, where the anchorage is (o

dangerous ; and as we faw that this compafs could not be of

much ufe to us with regard to the longitud**, M. de Bougainville

refolved to leave it with the Governor. K j wrote to him by the

captain of a fchooner, to defire that he would keep this inilrument,

and at his return into Spain * fend it to him in France. All

the reft of the time we ftaid in the harbour, was employed in

preparations for our voyage. Our frigates were carefully in-

ipedled, and every polTible precaution taken. Having brought

on

* The Governor had told us, he expelled to go back into Europe towards the

end of the year } but we lenincd, on our arrival at Par's, that he would not quit

his government fo foon. M. de Grimaldi, the SpaniOi ambafl'ador in France,

nfked M, de Bougainville fcveral queflions, upon this Governor's behaviour to us.

M. de Bougainville hdving given by his aiifwers a proper terimony of the probity

of Don Jofeph Joachim de Viana, and of his ftrifl obfervance of the duties of his

flation } the amb.ifl'ador confcfTed, lliat the Jefuits and their friends had fenC

over to Madrid memorials againft him, to injure him in the King's opinion,

that he might be recalled, and that they might have fome Governor devoted to

them in his ftead. M. de Grimaldi juftiiied Don de Viana to his court ; which
probably prevented the King from recalling him as foon as he wifbed. The
fubiic news-papers have informed us of this jgentleman'j being continued in tiM

lame government.
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on board twelve cows, or heifers, fix mares, two colts, and two
Hungarian horfes, twelve goats or kids, eleven fows, and one

boar, fourteen or fifteen fheep, two rams, and a great quantity

of fowls and ducks, we fct fail on Tuefday the 16th of January

2764.

At three in the morning, the wind, which for ten days paft had

been conftantly South Eaft, fhifted to the North. The gale being

moderate, we took this opportunity to unmoor. We heaved apeek

to our beft bower anchor, ihipped the longboat and other boats, one

of which had landed the Sieur Sirandr^ Lieutenant, with a letter of

thanks to the Governor, from M. de Bougainville and the rtit.

At nine o'clock we fet fail with the Sphinx and the .Spanifh frigate

the St. Barbe, which we foon forereached, though (he was at leaft

two full leagues and a half ahead of us. We fieered half a

league S. E. ^ S. about as far S. E. then directed our courfc

S. E. ^ E. in order to double a point, which confids of a chain

of rocks on the South Weft of the fortrefs, extending near a
league out in the river. When we fet fail it blew a pretty frefh

gale at North Weft. The wind abated gradually and a calm

fucceeded} infomuch that, at half an hour paft three in the

afternoon, the ftiip making no way, we anchored in fix fathom

and a half water, muddy bottom. The Sphinx, together with

the St. Barbe, anchored at the diftance of a long mufket ftiot

from our ftern. During the calm we caught three very beautiful

butterflies, particularly one delineated in the plate *.

Our anchorage in the road of Montevideo was not abfolutely

bad } but I am of opinion it would have been better higher

up in the bay. During the whole time that we remained there»

we were conftantly on the alarm, as well on account of the

Pamft'ros, which almoft always rifes on a fudden, as of the South

Eaft and South Weft winds, which blow full into the mouth of

• I gave it the nnme of the parrot, becaufe the various colours of its wing*
exadlly lefcmble thole of the moft beautiful parrot of Brazil. Us boJy is of the

fitieft green, (Ireaked with red.

. . the
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the bay^ and occafion fo high a Tea as to make it impoflible to

leave any of our boats along-fide the veflel. We were every

night obliged to fliip them.

The Httle boat being only once forgot, it got loofe and had
like to have been loft, as I have before related. When you are

farther within the bay, you have nearly the fame depth of

water, the fame bottom, and are (heltered by the mountain on
one fide, and the town on the other.

We fet fail about eight in the evening, and continued our

courfe the next day without any remarkable occurrence.

On the nineteenth, near two o'clock in the afternoon, an extra-

ordinary kind of fifti paired near the veflel. We had feen a

great many before j but they being at too great a diftance from

the fliip, we had not been able to catch any of them. Per-

ceiving that they afl*embled to-day round the fide of the frigate,

I got a failor to throw a bucket faftened to the end of a rope

into the fea, and he had the good fortune to take one. Our
mariners give them the name of Galere, or fea- nettle.

, It is a

kind of bladder, which may be ranked under the fame genus

with what the naturalifts call Ho/o/«r/>, which, without any re-

femblance either of a plant or a fifli, are neverthelefs, really

poflefled of life, and tranfpoit themfelves like animals from place

to place with a motion peculiar to themfelves, independently of

tlie afliftance of wind and waves on which you fee thefe blad-

ders carried like fmall veflels. Any one who did not obferve

this appearance of a bladder with a nice and judicious eye,

would take it for a bubble of air floating on the furfacc and

driven by the waves and winds. But the failor who had caught

it having brought it to me, I had fufficient time to examine it.

I obferved in it a peiiftaltic motion, fuch as anatomies afcribe

to the inteftines and ftomach. I was juft on the point of taking

it out of the bucket with my hand, when M. Dudos cur caj)-

tain caught hold of my arm, and bid me take care left I fliould

foun have reafon to repent of fo doing, by the acute pains I

ihould feel in every part of my hand, which fliould hajjpen to

come
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come in contaf): with the filaments, of a violet blue colour at-

tached to this bladder. 1 therefore contented myfelf with view-

ing this fea-nettle and taking a (ketch of it.

The captain's obfervation was verified the fame day. A cabbin-

boy having caught another of thefe fi(h, had the imprudence to

take hold of it with his hand. The filaments, twifted themfelves

round it. The moment after, he began to cry out that he fJt

a fmarting and very painful heat on all the back of the hand,

and the wrift. He fliook it immediately to get rid of the fifh j

but it was now too late. His cries hadened us to his afliftance

;

he wept, and (lamped, complaining that his hand feemed to be

in a fire. It was bathed in oil j a comprefs dipt in the fame

liquid was applied to it, but the pain ftill continued more than

two hours ; when it went off gradually.

The feanettle is an oblong bladder, flattened underneath,

rounded in its circumference, and blunted as it were at its extre-

mities } from whence proceed thole filaments, the touch of which

occafions fo much pain. One of thefe extremities is more

rounded than the other ; which is rather lengthened. The part

which forms the bafe or refting point of this bladder is plaited

about the edges. The whole is a membrane of a very delicate

ftrudlure, tranfparent, and nearly of the fame figure as thofe

half globules, which rife on the furface of the water in fummer
(howers, efpecially when they fall in large drops. It is always

empty, but diftended like a football. This membrane has fibres,

fome of which are circular, others longitudinal, by means of

which the periftaltic motion is carried on.

At the longeft of its extremities it contains a fmall quantity

of the xleareft water, which is prevented from communicating

with the reft of the cavity by a membranous partition. The
fibre which pafTes over the back, from the fore to the hind part,

is raifed, fcolloped at the edges, plaited like a beautiful tuft, of

a lively green, blue, and purple coloui', extended in the form

of a fail. It lowers, elevates or (hifts, as it were to fet itfclf for

the wind. From the two extremities of the plait, proceed fome

C c filaments
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filaments of difFerent lengths, and of the fame colour with this

kind of fail :. two of them are very fhprt, and as thick as a large

quill } thefe afterwards branch out into feveral others of leller

thicknefit, but mucli Ipnger ; and thefe again into others, dill

longer and fmsller, to the. number of eight in all. They are

about a foot long j but not all of equal length. Thefe firings,

interwoven with each other, referable a net whofe maflies are of

different fi/es. They have a kind of articulation, formed by

fmall circular rings, in which one may likewife obferve a con-

tra£tile motion. Thefe filaments refemble loofe taflels, comppfed

of firings of a Iky colour tinflured with purple, and of a green-

idi cafl, nearly tranfparent, and of different lengths, the edges

of which appear to be in(^cnted, and alternately intermixed with

grey violet and name colour.

The largeft fea-nettles I, haye feen were about fcven in^hes.lpng

at their under part, and five in height. It would be very diffi-

cult to determine precifely the colour of this extraordinary fifh.

The bladder is as clear apd tranfparent as the finefl ct^ryAal ; but

its edges, back and legs n^ay be f^d to contain the colouvsof the

rainbow, or of the. flaijie of fulphur. We f?iw a great number
in our parage, particularly in the flreight which forms the

ifland of St. Catherine, at Brazil ; and I believe they are comr

uion in thjefe latitudes. If the bare touch of this animal caufes

f'o much pain, what can we thin^ its efFe£l mufl be in the bodies

of filh or. other animals who feed upoti it? It has this furpriz-

ing quality, fays Father Labat, that it taints aiid poifons the

flelh of fifhes without occaftoning their death.—This is pretty

nearly the eff^6l of the fruit of the manchineel-tree.

On the 20th we perceived that the currents ran to th« S.S.W.

which confirms the obfervation in the account of Admiral An-
ion's voyage. The tides carried us 30 min. Southward; and

there is reafon to believe that their courfe is to the S.S.W. agree-

able to the bearing of the coafl.

On Sunday the 22d in the morning the wind, which the day

before iiad blown very frefli till four in the afternoon, grew calm,

with
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wffh f^atr weather ixtd a fine fea. We faw fome Dadinsi fea-

fowls which are found common in almoft all latitudes, and fome

targe b!rds ctflled ^tfrBrama-hue^i, zi Well as fome King-ffiers,

which our mariners ctlll Hkewife Puans. 'Tis faid that when
Ihefb laff appe^, fhei^e ftldbt¥k fails to be foul weather, and ofteri

floriiM, either oii ihtH or the tttijt day.

In faft'i the 8; S. W. Wh^d ^e had, (bon after blew with vio-

lence : the fea Hit high, the weatther became foggy, and it

rained a little at intervals.

In the evening 6f the i^d T^t; iaw feveral birds, and fome very

lohg and hn'gef ^d iv^H fbrihed beds of fifhes fry, of a reddilh

caff. M6'ft of tliem extended beyond our fight in length, and

fome wdre abbtit a hundred fieei in breadth.

On the 24tlT we faw djfbt 61' ten whales, a great number of

lf>trds, and a khid of iea>Weed, which our mariners called Bau-

dreu.

On the ai5th the wind bleW very frefti from the N.W. till

live in the evening. The roUmg of the fhip was fo conftant

afnd videht, that we lof¥ a goaft, two Aieep, and three cows.

Several others fell fick, as* w^dF as the horfbs we took oh board

at Mbh^eVidco.

The Weather ^e^ dark and rainy. At fix o'clock the wind

rather abated, and fliifted to the Weft, then to the Weft South

W^ft, to the Sofith', i gentle gale. The fea likewife gradually

fubfid^d.

On the 2*6th we obftrved thiat the tides turned towards the

North. We again' lilet with' ftveral birds, and fome fea-grafs.

The fea ftili continued much agitated till feven in the evening.

We were oliliged to kill one cow aild a goat, taken ill with the

rolling of the fliip. The fear fbon after grew calm, and conti-

nued fo almoft the whole night. In the evening of the 27th we
faw a quantity of bird^, among Which were feveral king-fifhers.

The wind blew with great viblehte, and the weather became dull

and foggy. This lafted almoft the Whole night, and deftroyed

C c 2 , a very

:

I

H-



178 JOURNAL OF MY VOYAGE

I.

& very fine (lalllon, whom we were obliged to throw overboard,

as weP as a goat and a flieep.

On Saturday the 28th we faw a whale, two fea-wolves, and

two penguins ; in the afternoon there appeared great numbers of

ofprcys, and fea-cobs, and we met with fome fea>grafs, with long

leaves. On Sunday the 29th, about three in the aften.oon, fome

pretty large fifhes appeared near the furface of the water. Seve-

ral of our mariners who have been ufed to fifli at Newfoundland,

afTured us, that they were Aock-fifli.

On the 3 lil, at fix in the morning, we defcri.ed land at the dif-

tance of about fix leagues. We took this land for iflands. We
had then a Arong gale, which abating about eleven, we (leered

E. S. E. till noon, when we made the fouthermofl: point of

land, bearing S. E. five degrees E. about a league diftant. The
tnoA eaflern point bore E. 4 S. E. diftance two leagues, and all

thefe lands appeared to be iilands.

The figure of thefe iflands, which form a triangle, as the

Sebald iflands are faid to do, and the idea we entertained of our

being near thefe, induced u3 at firfl; to believe that thefe three

iflands we faw were actually the Sebaldes.

On this account, according to our obfervations at noon, we
found them phced in Behn's French chart thirty leagues too far

to the weft } and we were the more deceived in our obfervation,

on account of its agreeing with Father Feuillee's and with a ma-
nufcript chart which M. de Choifeul gave to M. de Bougainville,

before we left Paris. See thefe iflar^ds in the plate as they ap-

peared to us at two leagues diftaace, the Cape lying Eaft-South-

Eaft.

This chart of M. de Bougainville's extends the eaftern verges

of the Malouine iflands to 57 degrees 15 minutes longitude;

and Father Feuillee places the fame extremity of thefe iflands in

57=45 : the latitude agrees alfo pretty exadly. M. Belin fixes

it at 62 degrees. We ftiall be better able to determine which of

the two is in the right when we land, as we intend to do.

In
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In the afternoon we had a frefli gale at N. W. As we kept

coafting along the (liore wc founded at three o'clock, at 45
fathoms, a flinty bottom. At four we founded at 40 fathoms,

flinty bottom mixed with broken (hells, we were then half a league

diftant from two flat iflands, which at fird view appealed to be

covered with (inall copfe, but thefe were only tall bulrufhes with

flat and large leaves called corn-flags, as we difcovered afterwards

on landing ; the coafl being quite full of thefe corn-flags, as it

now appeared to us. Sounded again, and found a rocky bottom

at twenty-four fathom.

In the afternoon of the 3 1 ft, we coafted along the Ihorc, at the

diftanc- of about a league and fometimes only half a league, in

order to obferve it with greater advantage. We founded from

time to time at thirty-five fathom depth, grey fandy bottom.

The lands are of a moderate height from the fea, with emi-

nences, fome behind others j a proof that this is either the con-

tinent, or the largeft of the iflands. Almoft all the fliores were

covered with bulruihcs which looked like fmall trees. This ap-

pearance is occafioned by the corn-flags growing each of them

about two feet and a half high, and afterwards fliooting forth a

tuft of green leaves nearly of the fame height. This we had an

opportunity of obferving more particularly when we landed. We
faw no wood, and at this dillance the foil of the country appeared

parched and dry> perhaps the heat of fummer might have

withered the grafs.

At three o'clock we faw a fmall ifland two leagues wide of the

coaft. It nearly refembled in figure that on which the Fort de la

Concbk near St. Malo is built. M. Bougainville gave it the name
of the Tower of Hilly *. At five, we difcovered a Caps, and a fmall

ifland, refembling Cape Frehel, fituated four leagues from St. Malo.

This Cape feemed to terminate the land to the Eaft.

On

* This is the entrance of the (Ireight which divides the ifland into two partSjj

the eaftern and tlie wcftcrn. This (Ireight runs from North to South.
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On the firfl; of February, we perceived another Cape and a

fmall ifland almofl fimilar to thofe which reminded us of Cape
Frehel } and after that, another fmall one intirely covered with

birds. At noon, the wind blowing ftrong with fqualls and rain,

caufed fo violent a rolling of the (hip, that rur cattle fufFered

much from it. At lad we determined to kill fevKral Tick cows,

fearing they (hould die, and we (hould be obliged to throw them
over-board, as we had the fine bull we had brought with us from

St. Catherine's idand, as well as fome goats and feveral Hieep.

At fix in the evening the weather being then fine, with a gentle

breeze, we determined to fend out the fifhing-boat which was man-
ned for that purpofe. Meflis. Donat and Le Roy the lieutenant,

went on board with a fufficient number of feamen, all well armed.

They were fent on (hore to cut grafs for our cattle, who began

to be in want of it. V/e were then about two leagues from the

point which appeared woody. We were becalmed till about eight

o'clock. The tide urove us towards the (hore upon a flioal of

rocks. In this embarraiTmg fituation, from which it was impjf-

iibl^ to extricate ourfelves for want of wind, we founded with a

view of calling anchor, if the bottom fhould be good. But the

bottom proving rocky at between eighteen and twenty fatliom, our

perplexity increafed, and with the more rcafon as the tide had

already carried us towards the fhoal, which lined a pretty large

creek, and \vc were fcarce half a quarter of a league from it.

The Sphinx laboured under the fame difficulty, and' we were

already contriving means to fave our lives in cafe we fhould be

Ihipwrecked upon thefe rocks, which the mariners call the Car-

p$nters ; becaufe a fliip which has the misfortune to run aground

here, is foon dallied to pieces. Fortunately, about eight o'clock,

a very faint breeze blew from the fhore } and our officers, equally

attentive and able to avail themfelves of the fmalleft advantage,

ordered the working of the Ihip fo Ikilfully, that we got clear of

the (hore. The fliip's crew were fo fully fenfible of the rlanger we
were in, that in the mofl tempefhious weather, and even aiiiL.g

the ftorm we fufFered near the Maldonnades, they never worked

the



TO THE MALOUINE ISLANDS. i8i

the fliip with fo much alacrity and diligence. It was a fine fight

to fee every rne at his pofl-, holding in his hand the ropes he was
to manage ' all, in an attitude, in which was pi^ured anxiety and

fear mixed with hope ; all, obferving the moft profound filence,

their eyes fixed upon the captain, and their ears attentive to catch

the firft wmd of command ; the two captains and the lieutenants,

and ail the fliip's company, employed in looking, fome on the fide

of the fliip towards the fea, others towards the land, to obferve

if any one could perceive the fmallefl breeze rifing, and ruffling

the furface of the water which was almoft as fmooth as glafs.

One turned his cheelv, another held his hand, and a third wet-

ting his, extended it towards the quarter from which they ima-

gined the wind began to blow in order to perceive the leaft

motion. At length the long wiflied-for breeze arofe, but blew

very faintly -, fear gave place to joy and fatisfaftion, and to pre-

vent our being again involved in the fame difiiculties, we fleered

away North Eart ^ Eaft, five degrees Eaft.

About eleven our filhing-boat returned loaded with greens, and-'

was taken on board. Melfrs. Donat and Le Roy informed us,

that they had feen at land, about the diftance of a muflcet-fhot

from the place they were in, an animal of a terrible appearance

and adoniihing fize lying upon the grafs; his head and mane
refembling a lion's, and his whole body covered with hair, of a

dufky red ns long as a goat's. This animal perceiving them, raifed

himfelf upon liis fore-feet, eyed them a moment, and then lay

down again ; having afterwards fired at a buflard, which they

killed, the enormous animal raifed himfclf a fetond time, eyed

them as before without changing his fituation, and then lay

down again. According to their account, this animal feemed to

be as IjT'^c as two oxen, and twelve or fourteen feet in length.

TH-y had a mind to fire at him, but they were territied, and

durft not fire for fear of wounding him flightly and hi zarding

their lives ; or, according to their own account, they were un-

willing to lolb time, as it was late, and they were defirous of

returning on board.
*
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On the third about noon we ilifcovered an opening of a bay *,

the entrance of which appeared lo fine, that we went into it full

fail, as into a well-known and ccmmodlous harbour. We an-

chored about three leagues withii the bay, which appeared to

extend at lead as many leagues beycnd us. At the fartheft ex-

tremity we difcovercd larger and fmalier iflands, where the fifti-

ing boat founded at four, five, fix fathoms and more, in a mud-
dy bottom. The Sieur Donat having been fent thither immedi-

ately after we came to anchor, informed us, on his return, at

ten in the evening, that it was every where at leaft between eight

and ten fathom, and between feven and eight to the Eaft of ^he

ifland, with a bottom of muddy fand througliout, which fecui I

us a retreat in cafe of had weather at fca.

This bay, the plan and figure of which io given in the plate,

is capable of containing at leall a thoufand vefiels, and as many
more to the weft of the large and fmall iflands, which are (hel-

tered from all winds, and are, as our mariners fay, more fafe

than in the harbour of Breft.

As foon as we had dined, we fent out the yawl and long-boat,

and Meflis. de Bougainville, Nerville, Belcourt, 1* Huillier, Donat,

Sirandre and myfelf, landed on the louth fide of the bay. As we
were going to fljore, a prodigious number of black and white birds,

of the fame fpecies, crofled in large flocks, no more than fiv€ or

fix feet above our heads. We killed Ibme of them. Thofe which
fell into the fta wounded, only dived when we attempted to take

them up. Before we landed, we fliot buftards, geefe and ducks,

which did not fly away when we approached them; but walked

near us, as if they had been tame.

While we were at a diftance from the land, its appearance de-

ceived us. We expected to find the face of tlie country dry and
parched, but on fetting foot upon it, we found it entiiely cover-

ed with herbage, or a kind of hay, a foot, or a foot and half

high,

• See the entrance of this bay in the pkie. It is fituated on the caftern fide of
the Malouine iflands ; and may be feen at the diftance of three leagues.
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high, reaching even to the tops of the hills, which we had much
ado to climb, on account of this hay obftru£ling our paflage.

We afcended in companies, while fome took feparate routs

for ihooting, both upon the hills, and along the coaft. We were

much fatigued in climbing thefe hills, there being no road or

path through this herbage, which is probably coeval with the

foil.

We walked up to the kne :s in this hay ; and the foil, which

appears to be a dark brown, is formed into a mould by the annual

decay of the hay, and rifes with a fpring under your feet, owing

to the roots which are intangled with it. Hence it is evident,

that one cannot walk for any time over iuch a path without being

fatigued. But we were luckily provided with fome fmall bottles

of brandy, and fome fea-bifcuit, which were of great fervice, as

we (hould otherwife have fuffered from the intenfe heat.

Here we met with fome green hillocks, raifed fometimes more

than three feet from the furface. I examined one of thefe with

attention, and found that a refinous gum oozed from it, which

is white at firft while it is foft, and of e 1 amber colour when it

hardens. I gathered fome pieces of it, which I perceived had at

leail as ftrong an aromatic fmell as frankincenfe : but could not

determine at that time the exafl refemblance this gum bears to

other gums or refms which have hitherto been difcoverec. I

brought away near the weight of half a drachm in grains or drops,

fome of the fize of a round pea, others of that of a kidney bean.

When I returned on board, I fliewed them to M. de Bougainville

and our two furgeons. I held fome of it on the point of a knife

in the flame of a candle ; ft burnt like the fined refin, emitting

an agreeable fmell, and leaving behind it a blackifli oil, which

did not burn, but grew hard and britde when it was cold. I

attempted to diflblve this oil in ron".mon water, but without ef-

feft: from which I concluded, that it would be very proper to

make an excellent varnifl\. Having mentioned it the next day

to M. Frontgoufle, furgeon of the Sphinx, he went on fhore, and

having colle^ed fome of this gum, conje^ured from its fmell and

D d tafte
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tafte that it was gum ammoniac. On comparing thefe, we foimc!

they agreed in tafte and fmell, and were reduced to the fame fub-

flance after burning. The fmell is retained fo ftrongly on the fin-

gers, that tho' I walhed my hands more than once with fea-water,

I could not get rid of it all that day and the next. This refmous

gum only diffblves partly in fpirit of wine, which it tinges with

an amber colour. The refiduum becomes fpongy and burns as

it did bef , £ it was diflblved : the third refiduum doer not dif-

folve in coi / vater. Aqua-fortis has no efFeft upon it.

Thefe hilioc . re formed by a fingle plant, from which proceed

fmall fpongy ftalks gradually dropping their leaves like the palm-

tree. Thefe leaves are tripartite, as may be feen in the plate,

where the plant is reprefented in its natural fize. They are of

the thicknefs of thofe of purflain, but of a fine green, ranged

very clofe to each other, difpofed in a circle, and forming a cavity

in the center which is fcarce difcerniblc. This is a kind of very

flat funnel, the infide of which is lined with thefe leaves placed

clofe one above another, imbricate like thofe of an artichoke.

See the figure of it in the plate.

From the center and edges o5 thefe leaves, when they are

bruifed or only fcratched, or when the refinous juice is too plenti-

ful in them, this refinous gum, which congeals in the air, is pro-

duced. On cutting, fcraping or even rubbing the furface, there

ifliies a kind of cream which is white and vifcous, and ropes

between the fingers flicking faft to them like glue. I have given

it the name of the varnijh plant.

The infide of thefe hillocks is formed into a vault, fupported

by ftalks and branches, whofe leaves, having no air, are brown

and withered. Other plants fometimes (hoot forth on the

infide of this vault, penetrate through the hillock, and rife

above it. Thefe hillocks, when they are not broken, are fuffi-

ciently firm, not only to fupport a perfon fitting upon them, but

wal ing over them. The vault, however, is eafily broken through,

by ftamping upon it with fome force, and it is eafy to tear off

large pieces with one's hands. The root and the ftalks when

5 broken.
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broken, yield the fame white refin, which flows out like the

white juice or milk of the plant called Tithymalus, which I

fhall fpeak of hereafter.

In the evening our fportfmen returned loaded with gecfe, buf-

tards, ducks, teals, and a black and white bird already mention-

ed. I had feparated from my companions, and wandered alone

along the coaft a league beyond the place where the boat had

landed. Ilhotfob. ducks four or five feet from the (hore. As
I did not care to go into the water, I imprudently drew them

to me with the end of my piece. The plenty of game engaged

me to load again without recollecting that the barrel might

have taken water. The powder was fo wet that it would not

take fire : and having no fcrew, I refolved to repair to the boat.

I had fcarce advanced twenty fteps, before I perceived in the grafs

a path eight or nine inches broad, very much worn, which

ran parallel to the fliore at ten or twelve feet diftance from the

Tea. J then imagined, that the ifland was inhabited, if not by

men, at leaft by quadrupeds which frequented that fpot. But as

I did not Iinow what thefe animals were, they might pofTibly be

of the favage kind } and I was appreiienfive left I fliould meet

with fome of them in my way. Unattended as I was, without

any other defence than a mufket now become ufelefs, I was ra-

ther anxious for my fafety. I fixed my bayonet to the end of my
piece, and purfued my journey in this traCt, being defuous to

know where it terminated. At the diftance of about two hundred

fleps from the place where I entered it, it led into a thicket of

thofe kinds of corn>flags I have already mentioned. Not daring

to venture into it, I ilopt a few minutes as I pafTed near it : I

obferved it attentively, and liftened to hear whether any thing

flirred. I could perceive neither motion nor noife. I continued

ray march, and re-entered the path on the other fide, till I dif-

<:overed the boat, in which, our feamen perceiving that night was

approaching, and that the feveral parties who had gone on fhore

to reconnoitre and hunt were not returned, came to meet, and

take us on board. It was almoft full of game, and the night

D d 2 obliged

'1 '1 j.i
' >5 Sl :i

J I's
'

.1:

• ;t:



1 86 JOURNAL OF MY VOYAGE
obliged us to throw into the fea a great part of what we hadpro^
cured in the day.

On Saturday tlie 4th at fix in the morning we got the yawl

and fifhing-boat ready to make Come difcoveries relative to the

depth of the bay, which appeared to us to be a large river when
we faw it from the heights the evening before.

Meff. de Bougainville, de Belcourt, de St. Simon, I'Huillier,

and Alexander Guyot, embarked in the yawl, well armed, and
furniflied with provifions for four or five days, and a tent to ufe

on the iliore. The failors too were armed with muikets, cut-

lafles and bayonets. Their defign was to proceed to the northern

part, and to find out whether it was covered with wood. MelT.

Donat and Arcouet, in the filhing-boat, were to make difcoveries

on the fouthern part, an idea having been entertained that the

bottom of the bay was divided into two branches which lod

themfelves in the vallies.

Meff. Alexander Guyot and Arcouet returned on board the

fame evening in the yawl, having left M. Donat with the fifli-

ing-boat to join M. de Bougainville and his affociates. M,
Guyot brought feme buftards, three young f^a-wolvcs with hair

of a brownitii grey, and five fea-lionefies. They were about

feven feet long, and three and a half in circumference, though

their inteftines were drawn. Thefe gentlemen had landed on a

fmall ifland, where they found a prodigious r umber of thefe

animals, and killed eight or nine hundred oi them with Aicks.

No other weapon is neceflary on thefe occafions^ A fingle

blow with a bludgeon, three feet or three feet and a half long,

aimed full at the nufe of thefe animals, knocks them down, and

kills them on the fpot.

This is not altogether the cafe with the fea-lions : their fize is

prodigious. Our gentlemen encountered two of them for a long

time, with the fame weapons, without being able to overcome

them. They lodged three balls in the throat of one while

he opened his mouth to defend himfelf, and three mufket fliot

in his body. The blood guflied from the wounds like wine

fron>
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from a tap. However he crawled into the water and dif-

appeared. A Tailor attacked the other, and engaged him for

a long time, (Iriking him on the head with a bludgeon, with-

out being able to knock him down : the Tailor fell down very

near his antagonif^, but had the dexterity to recover himfelf at

the inftant the lion was going to gorge him. Had he once

feized him, the man would infallibly have been loft : the animal

would have carried him into the water as they ufually do their

prey, and there feafted upon him. In his retreat to the fea this

animal feized a penguin and devoured him inftantaneoufly.

There are feveral kinds of fea wolves and lions } all which I

have fecn. The former, when at their full fize, are from ten to

twenty feet in length, arid upwards j and from eight to fifteen iri

circumference. Their Ikin is covered with hair of a clear tan

colour, or fallow like a hind's, and as fliort as that of a cow.

The head is (haped like a maftiff's, fuppofing the lips of the

upper jaw were divided under the nofe like thofe of a lion of

the foreft, and were not pendulous; and that the ears were

cropped dofe to the head, I (hall defcribe them more fully after-

wards.

The other fpecies, which is not fo large, has the fame ap-

pearance i the fnout is rather rounder and fhorter. Inftead of

fore paws, it has two fins confifting of articulations, covered,

as with a glove without fingers, with a very hard Ikin or mem-
brane of a dark grey colour. Thefe articulations are not diftin-

guifliable on the outfide, and can only be difcovered by diflefting

the fin. The two hinder feet have vifible articulations like the

fingers of the hand, five in number, and of unequal length.

Thefe fingers from the firft to the third articulation are joined

by the membrane : which afterwards divides itfelf, and runs

along the fide of each finger, in the fame manner as the mem-
brane in the feet of a diver or water-fowl, and extends much
beyond eacli finger. Its feet are fituated almoft at the extremity

of the body ; wliere they form a kind of fplit tail wl^en they lie

down or arc not in motion. Each toe is armed with a claw

which
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which is not (harp, but rather projecting, and of a black colour.

See the figure in the plate.

Both kinds are bearded like tigers, and have thick (Irait hairs

direftly over their eyes by way of eyebrows. The female ap-

peared toJiave a longer and more graceful neck than the male i

and had dugs.

In thefe animals the fat, which is white and flabby, is fo

redundant, that it is feveral inches thick between the ikin and
the fiefh. They are full of blood, which, when they are deeply

wounded, gudies out with as much force as when you open a

vein in a fat perfon.

The animal which Meff. Donat and le P.oy faw when they

went on fhore for greens, was probably a fea-lion, of which I

fhall fpeak afterwards } though they defcribed it with hanging

ears, as long in proportion as tliofe of a fpaniel.

Such is the form and figure of the fea-wolves which we faw

in ibme little idands in the bay where we anchored. Thofe
whofe defcription and fhape admiral Anfon has given are fea-

wolves of the larger kind. He calls them fea-lions improperly

for the reafon heieafter afligned. See the plate.

Thefe animals are all amphibious, and moll commonly pafs

the night and part of the day on fhore. When you pierce the

thickets of corn-flags, in which they make their retreats and

where they form a kind of apartment, you almofl always find

them lying afleep on the dry leaves of thofe plants. When they

are in the water, they every now and then raife their Jiead and

part of their neck above the furface, and remain fome time in

this pofition, as if attentive to what is going forward. They
make a noife much refembling the roaring of a lion : the young
ones feem to utter a hollow found, fometimes bleating like fheep,

fometimes lowing like calves. The larger and the fmaller kinds

move heavily, and feem rather to drag themfelves along than to

walk, but with as much expedition as their bulk will allow.

They live upon grafs, fifh, and other animals when they come
iq their way. On the little ifland where our gentlemen killed

fo
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To many of thefe animals, one of the females feized a penguin

at the indant it fell by a muflcet-fhot. The fea Ihe-wolf carried

it into the water, and devoured it fo entirely in a moment-
that nothing remained but a flip of fl(in floating on the furface.

M. le Roy had, the day before, brought one of thefe penguins

on board, which was at leaft two feet and a half high. We fliall

give the defcription and reprefentation of this hereafter.

On the fame day, while fome of the company were employed

in fliooting, M. Duclos our captain and M. Chenard de la Gy-
raudais went to the top of a kind of hill toward the South,

where they planted a crofs of wood about three feet high on the

fummit between two rocks, and called this eminence the mouri'

tain of /be crofs.

On Sunday morning, the 5th inflant, the weather being pretty

fine, with a tolerable breeze, the longboat was fent on fhore, to

get hay and water, which wo did conveniently on the fouthern

coalV, to the S. S. W. of the (hip, where there feemed to be a

kind of fountain. Thefe people returned on board with our

fportfmen, who brought a quantity of game of the fame kinds

as before mentioned.

About noon, M. de Bougainville and his aflbciates returned

from their excurfion, much difappointed in their hopes of find«

ing wood. They fet fire to the herbage of an ifland, which they

have fmce called the Burnt IJIand, and to a promontory of the

continent. They brought with them ten young penguins.

A large piece of wood which M. Duclos found on the beech

gave us frefh hopes of finding fome on the ifland. Among
feveral others, the journals of Wood Rogers defcribe the face of

the country in the Malouine Iflands, as confifling of mountains

and hills covered with woods. As wc had not hitherto dif-

covcred any in the places we had vifited, we concluded that they

had only viewed it at a diilance, and had, like ourfelves, been

deceived by appearances. The difficulty however of accounting

how this piece of wood fhould be found on the fhore, unlefs it

was
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was produced on feme coafts of thefe iflands, inclined us to fuf-

pend our opinions till we had made fome farther difcoveries.

The ifland which M. de Bougninville fet on fire, was at firft

called Penguin ifland, becaufe thefe birds were found there

in fuch numbers, that upwards of two hundred peri(hed in the

flames. There remained however a prodigious quantity; and
we found fome of them at every ftep. The fetting of this ifland

on fire, whi«. !i is near a full league in length, and half a league

in breadth, may be faid to be of no confequence, as the fames
could not extend farther : but the fame cannot be affirmed of the

continent. M. de Bougainville imagined, that by deftroying this

ufelefs herbage he was doing a piece of fervice, as it would

fave trouble whenever thefe lands were cleared. I reprefented to

him, that as the whole country was covered with the fame

herbage, the flames might probably fpread over the whole hce
of the continent, unlefs their progrefs was ftopt by fome rivers

;

befides, that they would deflroy the game. He paid no regard

to my remonflrances j and fet fire that very evening to feveraJ

parts of the continent.

On the 6th of February in the morning, M. de Bougainville,

on the credit of the journal of a Malouine captain, afferting

tlMt he had feen wood in the eaflern part of this ifland, deter-

mined to purfue his 'ifcoveries. As foon as we had put lO

Tea with our cutter and longboat, the wind began to blow with

fome violence from the W. S. W. which determined us to pofl-

pone our expedition ; efpecially as M. de la Gyraudais propofed

to difpatch M- de St. Simon, with three or four other officers

belonging to his veflll, to make difcoveries by land ; which was

agrei^d to.

.. M. dc St. Simon, a lieutenant of foot, who had lived many
years with the favages of Canada, young, hardy and enter-

prizing, and in every refpeft qualified for an expedition of this

natuie, fet out this very evening with MeflT. Donat, officers of

the Sphinx, and two feamen, to reconnoitre the N. N. W. part

^f this ifland.

The
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The longboat of the Sphinx having likewife landed fome of

its crew, they found on the fliore a bough of a dry tree fifteen

or fixteen feet in length, which confirmed us in our expe^lation

of finding wood upon the ifland.

On Tuefday morning the 7th inftant, the weather becoming

clear, we hoifted tlie anchor which had been call the evening

before on account of the hard wind which had then arifen. We
fent to get in fome ballaft and fome water, and our fportfmen

came back about noon laden with game.

M. de la Gyraudais dined on board tiie Eagle, and a feaman

brought a pretty large dry root which he found on the northern

coad. It feemed to be a fpecies of the cedar.

All thefe fpecimens of wood determined us to make an accu-

rate fearch on the South Weft coaft. With tlus view M. do

Bougainville, M. de Belcourt, and the Sieur Donat la Garde, lieu-

tenant of our (hip, embarked in the boat. They took in pro-

vifions for three weeks, and being all well armed, directed their

courfc to the South Eaft.

On the 8th, the fons of M. Duclos Guyot our captain, hap-

pening to throw fome hooks at the ftern out of tlie windows of

the cabbin, caught a large quantity of fifli of a moft delicate

fi'^vour, thougii not more than eight or nine inches long. Their

eyes were red, their gills edged with gold, and their fins of the

fame colour ; their ikin fmooth as that of a tench. I do not

know their riame.

On ThurfJay the 9th, at four in the nrorning, the wind being

northerly, we got every thing in readinefs to penetrate farther

into the bay. When we were under fail the wind fhifted to the

North Weft, which obliged ns to make feveral tacks, founding

all the while. We conftantly found between twelve and fifteen

fathom, the bottom of ir.addy fand : at eight, the wind veering

to tlie Weft and blovi^ing frefti, we anchored in a green, fmooth,

(limy bottom, at fifteen fathom.

On the loth, tlie wind continued to blow frefli from N. to

N. W. the weather was liazy, with (liowers of rain and hail.

E e We
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We fent out our longboat however to the peninfula on the

N. W. of us, to fee vvhether we could find padure for our

cattle. Here we killed a great deal of game. I faw many fea-

wolves of the Icfler kind, with a fmooth Ikin of a dark brown.

They had five claws on their fore fins which ferved inftead of

feet, but were not divided into diftin6t toes. On our return we
propofed to fend our cattle on ihore, not only for the fake of

recovering them from the very feeble ftate to which the tolling

of the vefTel had reduced them, but to fee ourfclves from the

necelTity of employing a boat and men every day to procure

fodder for them.

On the nth, the wind blew too violently all the day W. S. W.
to permit us to execute our defign. At fix in the evening, the

yawl belonging to the Sphinx came on board, to inform us, that

iheir longboat had juft then brought back to their veflcl, M. de

St. Simon and the reft of his companions ; who acquainted us

afterwards, that on their return they were three days on the

ihore oppofite to us; and had fired feveral times to give us

notice. We heard no firing, or at leafl: none but what we
thought proceeded from our Ihooting parties, which fometimes

returned very late; though always loaded with as many buflards,

teals, ducks, fnipes, curlews, dec. as they could carry.

The gentlemen of the Sphinx farther added, that the fup-

pofcd trees which we thought we difcovered on a fmall ifland

when we paflfed near the verge of the current, were nothing more

than a plant of the bullrufli kind, with flat leaves, known to

our Teamen by the name of glajeux : that the hillocks formed

by th?M- roots afforded a retreat for the fea-wolves, three of

which they killed ns big and long as our boat, befides feveral

others. They likewife killed a kind uf v.'ild dog, much re-

fembling a fox of the larger fize : fome of the company ima-

gined it was a grey lynx. M. Martin, lieutenant of the Sphinx,

had killed tv\o of them the fame Jay.

The(e gentlemen met with no tree ; but difcovered a large and

fill', bay fome leagues diftant from that in which we anchored.

On
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On Sunday the 12th, I faid mafs at five in the morning^ for

the quicker difpatch of the longboat if'tended for forage. M.
THuillier went in the yawl to draw a plan of the bay where

we anchored, and feveral others fet out with him on a (hooting

party.

The wind being W. S. W. and the weather fine, the Sphinx's

longboat put to fea on Monday the 13th, with three men to

make oil of tlie fat of the fea-wolves, which had been killed on

a fnall ifiand fome days before. Thefe animals may with equal

propriety be called porpoifes ; fince, befides their having fat or

bacon feveral inches thick between their (kin and their flefli, tliey

often grunt like hogs, and wallow in the fame manner in the

dirt and mire, where I have feen twenty of them lying down,

particularly of the fpecies defcribed by the author of admiral

Anfon's voyage, under the denomination of lions.

At the fame time our fmall boat was difpatched to another

neighbouring ifland in fearch of penguins, which are as nume-
rous as the ants in an ant-hill. Some hours after, it returned

loaded with a hundred and fixty of thefe b rds without wings,

fome of which wc falted. At ieven in the morning we dif-

covered our fifhing-boat, the fouthern point of the entrance

into the bay. We immetl;.itcl\ hoirt'd our colours, and the

Sphinx followed our example.

At noon, the Sphinx's longboat i)rou:;ht on buaid our vedel

the SieurDonat la Garde, and M.de Buiigainville'i fervant, who
we thought were ftill in the fifliing-boat in which they em-
barked. The Sieur Donat informed us, that M. de Bougainville

and M. de Belcourt, had been ever fincc yelle; i ly afternoon on
the fouthern coaft of the continent which enccMiipallcs the bay.

We immediately Tent out our longboat, in which M. de Nerville,

M. I'Huillier, and mylelf embarked, in queft <
' icm. We

found them exceedingly haraffed and fatiguu) .ith the expe-

dition they had juft made on foot, through a country where

tl'crc was no beaten track. We recondufted tliem on board,

together with a feaman who had accompanied them. Being
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prefled with hunger, they as it were devoured the dinner we pre-

pared for them, which however did not prevent them from play-

ing their part well at fupper, though it was ferved up foon after.

They informed us, that they had traverfed the fouth-eaft coaflr,

till they came to as fine a bay as that we now anchored in, about

eight leagues diftant by fea, and about four by land. Here
they quitted their boat, and went by land to the fouth-weft part

of tlie illand, and particularly obferved that the coafl: ran W. N.
W. which is not probable. For there is great reafon to believe

that our veflel was then ftationed on the eaftern point of the

illand, the point taken notice of by failors in their journals ; who,
as well as others, were certainly deceived themfelves when they

reported their having fecn fome large fine trees growing upon very

beautiful hills. M. de Bougainville told us, hat in the bay where

.

the boat was left, he found upon the fliore three trees which,

were very dry, and one of them almoft as large as a wine hog-

lliead. As they met with none in all the parts of the country

they had traverfed, there is reafon to believe that thefe trees had.

been tranfported thither from the Terra del Fuego, or from tlie

neighbourhood, by the waves and currents which run towards

the EafV, the wind too ufually blowing from the S. W. and W.
IVI. de Belcourt, M. de Bougainville's fervant, and afeaman, were

attacked, if it may be called fo, by a wild dog of thefpecies I have

before mentioned. This is perhaps the only animal that is fa-

vage of the quadruped kind in the Malouine Iflands : it is pro-

bable too, that it may not have been fierce, and that it only ap-

proached them out of cui iofity becaufe it had never feen any of

the human fpecies. The birds rlul not avoid us, but flocked about

us as if they were familiar and tame. We have not hitherto feen

any kind of reptiles, nor any venomous animal.

The whole night of the fifteenth was rainy, and very tempeltu-

At half paft elevoi, the thunder fell at two cables lengthous.

from us, and knocked down Le Sieur Guyot our fecond captain,

who commanded the quarter deck. He received no inconveni-

ence from tliis accident, except being frigh jned.

Our



TO THE MALOUINE ISLANDS.

Oar longboat, which had been fent out flnce the morning to

carry provifions to thofe who were employed in waftiing the

crews linen, could not return, on account of a contrary wind

which arofc, and blew with violence from the S. S. W.
On the 1 6th, about fix in the morijng, the wind fell, and thf

weather became hazy. Some fqualls came on afterwards, ac-

companied with rain and hail. The fifliing-boat was however

fent out to get forage. Our longboat returned about nine

o'clock, and the other at three in the afternoon.

On Friday the 17th, at five in the morning, the wind blowing

frefh from the South South-Eaft, Meflrs. de Bougainville, de

Nerville, de Belcourt, Donat, de la Garde and myfelf, embarked

in the cutter, with a tent and bedding, to eilablifh a fettlement

on the land,, and to form a camp on a fmall eminence almofl at

the bottom of ihe bay.

As foon as we landed, we fet about pitching our tent on a fpot

which we judged to be the mofl: commodious, at the didance o£

a mufket Ihot from the fea> The little hill ran from Ead to

Weft. The place where we fixed our eftabliftiment is open to

the North, which makes the .iSouth of the country with refpedt

to the equator. Below us, at about a piftol fhot from the tent,

ran a rivulet of fweet water very palatable to drink. In the

front of the tent was a fmall eminence like that on the declivity

of which- the tent was pitched. Some paces from thence we
dug a hole in the ground for a kitchen $ where, for want of other

fuel, we made ufe of broom. We likewife tri 'd the lai"ge green

tufts of the refinous gum-flirub I have mentioned. They keep

up and continue a fire extremely well ; but when green are

not proper for drefllng victuals.

As I faw the inconvenience attending the want of wood in a

country where we intended to eftablifli a colony, I endeavoured,

to hit upon fome expedient to obviate it, at lead till the govern-

ment could take meafures for difpatching fome pinks and

fchooncrs to be ftationed in this country, and to make voyages to

the Terra del Fuego, to bring, wood for fuel as well as for build-

ing
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ing and carpenter's work. I thought we might poflibly find fome

coal, or at lead turf. Accordingly I equipped myfelf with a

mattock, and proceeded on my fearch. Having obferved, that

the banks of the rivulet were rather marfliy, I conceived, that,

as the country had never been cultivated, the grafs which grew

there, might in procefs of time have formed a mafs of earth in-

termixed with roots and decayed leaves, which would exactly

furnifli us with the fort of turf 1 was in queft of. In fa<5l, after

a few ftrokcs with the mattock, I difcovered a turf of a reddifh caft,

which was owing to its not being arrived at the maturity rcquifite

to give it perfe6lion. When I had gone twenty paces up the

rivulet, and had found, on digging, fome turf with the properties

1 wanted, I carried two or three fquares of it to M. de Bougain-

ville, and acquainted him rvith the difcovery. He was fo anxious

left it fhould not prove the right kind of turf, that he declared it

his opinion that it was not. It was (hewn to every body who
landed with us, and thofe who were acquainted with turf, were

of my opinion. M. de Bougainville ftill in fufpence, wifliing

that it might be the true fort, and yet tViaring the contrary, re-

folved to make a trial of it. Some dozen of thefe fquares were

dug up and ranged round the fire. Our impatience prompt-

ed us to throw a few into the fire, when we had the latisfadion

to find, that as foon as the moifture of rtie turf was exhaled, it

burnt as well as the bell turf produced in France and other

countries. We then fent three or four fcamen to cut a quantity,

and to pile it in the ufual manner to dry, and be ready for any

ule we might tiiink proper to make of it.

When fome piles of this turf were raifed, the Sieur Doiiat

recoiiefled that he had feen in company with M. I'Huillier along

the coaft, a black fibrous earth which was tolerably dry, and

might anfwer the fame purpofc. But having forgot the place,

Melfrs. de Bougainville, de Nerville, I'fluillier and myfelf, went

in fearcli of it that day, but without fuccefs.

While we were thus engaged in forming our fettlement, mea-

fures were taken on board to penetrate farther into the bay, with

2 a view
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a view both to be nearer us, and to provide for tlie fecurity of

our frigates.

Accordingly, as foon as we were gone, the two vcflels fet fail,

and by proper manoeuvres came at lad to anchor immediately

under Penguin's ifland, or the Burnt ifland, and within the nar-

row channel or entrance which one muftpafs to get into the creek,

on the borders of which we had fixed our eftablilhment. Near the

place of anchorage there is a fmall ifland, which has fince been

called Cooper's ifland ; our people having reforted thither to re-

pair the caiks belonging to the Ihip.

On Saturday the 17th, in the morning, we put into the great

boat the two Acadian families we had brought with us to make
a fettlement on this ifland, and to people it. At nine in. the

morning they landed with all their clothes, furniture and necef-

fary utenfiis, provifions, and fome tents to accommodate fuch of

the crew as were to remain on Ihore to aflift in efliablifliing the

fc:ttlement.

Marks of the new anchorage. The northern point of the

burnt ifland, which concealed the mouth of the bay from our

fight, bore Eaft North Eaflt, three degrees North. The center

of the round ifland North Eaft, three degrees Eaft. The eaftern

point of the ifland abre.'ilt of us, N. N. E. five degrees Eaft. The
higheft mountain at the bottom of the bay. South Weft, five

degrees Weft. The Sphinx was anchored about a cable and a

half length nearer the mouth of the bay, than our i
"

Jte.

Till this time eight of us, MeflTrs. de Bougainville, de Nerville,

de Belcourt, I'Huillier, Donat, and myfelf, with two fervants

belonging to Meifrs. de Bougainville and Nerville, had lain in

one tent. We placed our matrefles upon hay and broom, to fe-

cure ourfelves from the damp. Though we were very mucli

crouded, eleven of us lay tliere on the night from the i8th to

the 1 9th, our company being enlarged by the arrival of M. de

St. Simon, Lieutenant of foot, Mr. Bale, fecond Surgeon, and a
Pilot, who were not provided with a tent to flccp in.
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Oil Sunday the 19th we landed a great quantity of provifions

and tents, and every one difpofed of himfelf as well as he could.

We had notwith(landing no fewer than twelve in our tent on
Sunday night. Finding ourfelves fo much crouded we refolved

the next day to pitch fome additional tents, and to feparate

from each other. I. was the only perfon that remained with

McfTrs. de Bougainville and Nerville.

While fome were employed in fixing the tents, others went a

(hooting, and returned laden with game of the feveral forts I have

defcribed. M. de Bougainville, having in purfuit of game wan-
dered a little way from his companions, difcovered another

creek, foraied by the fame bay, near three quarters of a league

from our encanvpment. All along the banks of it he found a

lamellated earth of a brown colour almoft approaching to black,

which was undoubtedly the fame which Mefli-s. I'Huillier and

Donat had feen fome days before. M. de Bougainville having

(liewn me a piece he had brought from the place, I pronounced

it excellent for the fame purpofes as turf. We made a trial

of it, and it fucceeded extremely well. Thofe who intended to

ilay on thefe iflands, with a view of eftabiifliing a new colony,

were tranfported with joy at the difcovery, efpecially as this turf

is at prefent dry and ready for burning, and as, according to M.
de Bougainville's accouut, it is found in fuch abundance that the

boats may be loaded with it every day and brought to the fettle-

ment.

Walking along the coaft in the afternoon, I gathered feveral

(hells, Patellae, Cochlex, Magellanic mufcles, &c. among the roots

of that fea-grafs, called by our feamen Baudreu, which had been

lately thrown on fliore from the bottom of the fea.

We this day landed the horfes, calves, cows, (heep and hogs,

which we had taken on board at Montevideo. They were all

fo harafled by fatigue and ficknefs that a mare and her foal

died on the beach a few hours after they were fet on ihore.

On the 2iil we were much afraid that we ihould not be able

to fave any of our horfes, cows or iheep, confldering their mi-

ferable
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ferable and weak ftate when they were landed } as they all feemed

to be either lame or languifliing. Ws left them on (here to

take their chance, and thofe which could not (land upon their

feet, we dragged upon the grafs, which was at a little didance.

Having Tent fome perfons this morning to fee whether they were

dead or alive, they were furprifed to find neither horfes nor

iheep, and the cows and calves difperfed about the country.

They were unable to conceive, that, confidering their fickly ftate

the evening before, they could in one night have acquired fuffi-

cient ftrength to run about the fields : and it was apprehended

that they might be devoured by the fea-wolves, or fome wild

beafts unknown to us ; but the carcafles of the mare and foal

which ftill remained on the beach, removed this fufpicion.

Since Sunday afternoon we were employed in chufing a pro-

per place for building an apartment for the reception of the

parties who were to remain on this ifland. The fame eminence

on which the tents were pitched was judged to be the mofl- con-

venient. M. I'Huillier, Engineer and Geographer to the King,

marked out the foundation, according to a plan he had commu-
nicated to MefT. de Bougainville and dc Nerville. From the

Monday morning every perfon on fliore took the mattock or the

ipade to dig the foundation.

I had feen the firft plan } feveral alterations in which having

been made in confequence of my remonftrances, I thought my-
felf equally at liberty to give my opinion on the choice of the

ground. I obferved that in heavy rains, or when the fnow
melted, the great quantity of water which would come down
from the hill would overflow the building, and if it did not

inftantly demoliih it, would at length effect its ruin by fapping

the foundation; the declivity being rather deep in this place.

M. I'Huillier propofed to obviate this inconvenience by cutting

a trench above to receive and carry off the water i but this did

not appear to me a fufficient expedient, as the trench could not

(lop the impetuofity of the torrent; befides that the water which

would be detained in it, by gradually oozing through the earth,

F f would
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would caufe a dampneis in the apartnents very ^rafudkid to rtke

health of the inhabhante, their provifions aind furniture. My
opinion feemed at firft to be disregarded : M. J!HaiItier defeoded

his own, and had ahvady canliMl feme lands to fbe cleared x}n >the

fpot to which he gave the preference. Btxt on ^mature delibera-

tion he fixed upon another fitoaticn on die fame hill, at a

mufket-fhot diftance, where there was a -very |^ntle declivity.

The woi4cnien were immediately iet to dig the foundations. The
failors belonging to the two>frigate8 iwere employed in this>fe*-v

vice I M. de Bougainville paying them for their day's work, ez-

dufive of their feamen's v^oiges.

On Wednefday the ead there were only ten men kft on
board the Eagle; airthe reft were employed :in the building.

On the 23d fome provifions and utenfils wereibrougfat on
fhore from the veHeli and our (portfinen furnifhed an ample

fupply for the fubfiftence of both the ihips companies.

M. de St. Simon, one of the keeneft of our '^orilfinen, meet-

ing with a fea-wolf larger than any we had yet Teen, near the

creek ^here we difco^ered the turf, killed it hiftantly by a luoicy

(hot. On his return he related bis adventure at fupper, aifur-

ing us that this fea-'wolf was fo thick and long that our boat

could not contain it. Every body thot^t the accouiU exagge-

rated. But from the defcription he ^ave of its :%ure, 1 ibegan

to think that it might probabfy be of the fpedes :mentiotted in

Admiral Anfon's voyage by the name oi fe**Ums.

Full of this idea, and being curious to know the truth of the

matter, I determined to go to the place the next day, being the

-24th, with M. de St. Simon and two others.

When we came within fomething more than a thoufand yards

diOance of this animal, it appeared like a fmall hill, rifing from

the level of the ground where it lay. M. de St. Simon added to

the deception of our fight, by pointing out this pretended hill,

telling us that the animal lay dead near it; fo that we did not

obferve the fea-wolf till we were near enough to fee it diftin£tly.

On meafuring we found it nineteen feet and ibme inches long.

7 W«
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We could not at that time roeafure ita bulk, being unable to

raife or turn it in order to pafs a cord round it.

After we had thoroughly examined it, M. de St. Simon led

u& to the borders of another creek, thirty paces from this fpot,

where there was a great quantity of cornflags« On coming to

the place, he fired at a fea-wolf, no bigger than a very large

calf, and killed it. We Immediately heard on all fides, from

among thefe cornflags, cries resembling the grunting of hogs, the

bellowing of bulls* tlie roaring of lions, fucceeded by a found

like the blowing of the largeft pipes of an organ. We could

not help being rather alarmed} but recollecting immediately

that thefe different cries mufl proceed from thefe animals, and

knowing that we might approach them without danger, taking

care only to keep off about the diftance of their length ; we en-

tered among thefe cornflags. M. de St. Simon fired at a fea-wolf

which was nearefl; to him. The fiiot entered an inch above his

eye, the animal fell under the ftroke, and died almoft inllantly.

A fountain of blood iffued from the orifice, and fpouted to the

diftance of at lead half a foot. More than thirty pints ran out

in lefs than half a quarter of an hour.

Thirty of thefe large fea-wolves were lying two and fome-

times three in the fame hole or pit, full of mud and dirt, where

they wallowed like hogs. M. de St. Simon fingled out fuch as

lay on dry ground, as it was more eafy to remove them when
dead, and lefs troublefome to ikin them, in order to get tlieir

greafe or lard for making oil. He killed eleven of them fuc-

cefllvely. Two others^ rather larger than the refV, being only

wounded, though they had already loft twenty pints of blood,

had ftrength enough left to get out of their holes, and efcaped

to fea, where we foon loft fight of them. The reft which were

not wounded remained quietly in their retreats, without /hewing

any figns of fear or rage. Only one of thofe which were mor-
tally wounded, in his laft ftruggles feized fome of the cornflags

that furi'ounded him, tore them in pieces with his teeth, and
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fcattered them about} but without bellowing or making any
noife.

An i icadian who accompanied us fkinned a young fea^wolf,

the fii'ft that was killed, as well as two other fmall ones which
were killed after the largeft. Thefe are of the fame fpedes with

that which we took for a hillock. They are exactly the fame
monftrous animals, as are defcribed by the author of admiraF

Anfon's voyage, under the article of the ifland of Juan Fer-

nandes, fituated at a fmall diftance from the continent of Chili.

The whole of his relation is pretty near the truth, except that

in thefe fea-wolves, which he calls ilrVm, the two feet are fur*

niihed with toes having diftinft articulations, but connected' by
a membrane or black pellicle, and that thefe toes are armed with

claws; a circumftance'wanting iathe figure inferted in the lootli

page of that a<imirai's voyage.

The leaft of thefe large fea- wolves which were killed by NT.

de St. Simon,, was from fifteen to fixteen feet in length.

Wlien they fee any one approach them, they ufually raiitb

themfclves upon their paws or fins as defcribed in the plate.

They open their mouth wide enough to admit eafily a ball of a

Jbot diameter ; and keep it open in this n^dnner, at the fame

time filling a kind of trunk they have upon their noftrils with

wind. This trunk is formed by the fkin of the nofe itfelf j

ivhicli fubfides and remains empty when they ceafe to bellow,

or do not fill it with their breath. Their head is (haped like

that of a lhe*lion without ears.

Among the numbers that were killed, I obferved feveral which

had no trunk, the Ikin of their nofe had no wrinkles, and their

fiiout ended rather in a (harper point. Perhaps thefe were the

females. All thole we ikinned were males: but fix were left

lying upon their bellies in the mire without being turned j and

thek were juH: the number we faw without trunks. If thefe

were leally the females, there fhould be much lefs difference in

lizc between tht^m and the males than is reprefenVcd by the au-

thor
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thor of the voyage juft now cjuoted i for the difference is not

kven apparent.

Wiiile thefe animals kept their mouths open, two young

people diverted themfelves with throwing large Aones into them^

which they fwallowed as we would a ftrawbeny. They move
their bodies with fome difficulty, but can turn their head and

neck to the right or left with tolerable agility confidering their

bulk. It would be dangerous to come within their reach } as

they could bite a man in two with a fingle bite. They have the

fined eyes imaginablci and there is no fiercenefs in their coun-

tenance : I remarked that when they were expiring their eyes

changed colour, and their cryftalline lens became of an admi«>

rable green. Some of thefe animals were white, others tawny

;

the major part of the- colour of the beaver, and fome of a light

fawn colour.

On Saturday the 25th, M: de Bougainville propofed at break-

faft to both land and fea officers, to undertake the erecting of

a fort upon the riling ground forming the hill, on which the

habitation or place of refidence was built for the colonifts, who
were to remain on the ifland. We all unaninwufly agreed to

ere£t it with our own hands, and to complete it without the

affiftance of the reft of the ihip's company.

As foon as breakfaft was over, M. THuiilier and M. de Bou^
gainville went to choofe the ground, and M. I'Huillier affifted

by two pilots marked it out upon the fpot.

In the mean time fome perfons were difpatched in fearch of

tools for the execution of our defign ; others went a (hooting to

procure provifions for the company. We had hitherto killed

more game than was fufficient for the fubfiftence of the crews

balonging to the two frigates. We had more than once con-

fidered it as a lingular circumftancc that we (hould come witli

an intent to form a fettlement in a defert and unknown country,

having no other provifion than bread, wine, and brandy ; aiul

yet free from any care for the next day, in full confidence that

the game we met with would furnifli a fufficient fubfiftence for

above

'•'M".;i
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above a hundred sr.d twenty perfons, who had landed and were

. encamped under the tent. So far from experiencing any want
hitherto, we hiA made fo plentiful a proviiion, that there was
no probability of our being reduced during the ftay we propofed

to make. Neverthelefs each meis, confilting of feveii perions^

was allowed one buftard and a goofe, or one goofe and two
ducks, or two geefe, or two buflards and fome diving water*

fowl, which we call Beeves, or Ntgauts, and which I fhall fpeak

of in the fequel.

About three in the afternoon, we met at the place where the

. fort was marked out, which we agreed to call Fort du Rof^ or

Fort Royal. Every body fet to work with fo much cheerfulnefsi

and fuch incredible ardor, that we had the very fame evening

dug part of the ditch fix feet broad and one deep. M. de Bou-
gainville's example animated ns all.

Oil Sunday the 26th, both the (hips companies aflembled at

the habitation to hear n^.afs. There remained on board the

Eagle oiWy three men and two officers, one of whom had re-

ceived a hurt in his leg. They all dined on fhore, and the boat

did not return to the fhip till evening, when the wind which

had all day blown with fome violence, was abated.

On Monday and Tuefday, the longboats took m ballaft for

the Sphinx. Some poultry, beams, planks, ficc. were carried ou
ihoie. The works were cor.tinued at the building and the fort.

Jn my walks, I now and then took notice of the foil of the

adjacent country, i found a pretty large quantity of ffar and

quartz ; which is an indication of mines. I likcwife met with

fome earth of a reddilh caH*, rer:mbling oker, and fome ftones

of a rudy colour and very ferrugineous, which I /hewed 10 M. de

Bougainville.

i am perfuaded that there are mines of different ores in this

jfland : I broke a piece of fpar mixed with quartz whh i\n iron

xrovv ; and perceived in the crevices a greenifh fubftance which

.appeared to me like verdigreafe. On touching it with my tongUQ

the
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the tafte and ftyptic quality of this mineral was fo ftrong, that

it made <mc fpit fo/ a ^ul! quarter of an hour.

Qn Thurfday the firfl of March the weather which was hazy,

.

with fqualls of wind and fome rain, retarded our works } but

we got ballad for the two frigates. M. de Bougainville came to

a ^refoUitlon that the Sphinx on her retuiin home lliould touch

at Guadeloupe, tadifpofe of fome of the merchandize we had

on board i and that our frigate, aft^r we had made fome farther

difcoveries of the land, fhould return to France, inllead of going

to the ifland Mauritius, which was intended if the Malouine

Iflands had not been fit for eilablifhing a commodious and ad- -

vantageous fettlement.

On tlie fecondof Mar.«h> at nine in the morning, we landed ;

four pieo^s of cannon out of the ten which the Elagle was to '

fuiTiifli for the defence of the fort we were erefting. Four more

will be iOdded from on board the Sphinx; two brafs field pieces,

which were .bought at St. M«ilo!s two days before our departure,
,

iBtid fix pedereroes.

As we liad delermined to raife a pyramid in form of an
obeliflc in the center of the fort, I propofed to place a buft of

Lewis the fifteenth upon the top, and undertook to execute it in

terra cotta. I .had feen fome grey-coloured earth on the banks

of a creek, which I thought veny fit for this purpofe. At ten.

o'clock I fet out with ogr captain M. Pudos, to fearch for it,

and to obfsuve what progrefs was made in extrafting oil from
the greafe or lard of the large fea-wolves, which we had killed .

feveral days ago, and left upon the fpot. We went thither in .

the fifhing-boat.

Though they had been killed fo long and were expofed to the

heat of the fun, which had melted a great part of the fat, the

people employed in extra6Ving this oil, aifured us, that every

ica-wolf yielded at leaft two hogftieads and a half, and would
have afforded more than four, if the experiment had been

made fooncr.

I wanted
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1 wanted to get the two largeft teeth drawn from the Jaw,

but it was not pra£licable. In breaking the jaw.bone with a
hatchet, the ftroke unfortunately fell upon the teeth fo as

to fplit them. They are folid and full only towards the

point : the whole of what is inferted into the jaw-bone being

liollow. I at firft intended to have difle£led the whole head, but
the enormous fize of it obliged me to relinqui(h my defign, on
account of the difficulty attending the carriage.

I employed the remainder of the time in feeking fiiells among^
the fea-weeds, lately thrown on (hore by the waves. There
were fcarce any other than fome Neritae, with ftripes of
different colours.

The bottom of the fliell is compofed of the fineft mother of

pearl. I likewife met with fome cochleae and Magellanic, as

well as common mufcles. Some of the laft were between five

and fix inches long and two broad, at their greatefl diameter.

At fix in the evening we loaded the fifhing.boat with the pot-

ter's earth and turf. Finding that it was aground, owing to its

being overloaded, we lightened it to fet it afloat. We were de«

ceived by the ebb ; becaufe the fea, which is not very regular in

thefe bays, except at the time of the new or full moon, did not

rife fo high as we expeiSled. It was near an hour before the

boat could be fet afloat { and that it might not be overloaded,

•M. Duclos and myfelf determined to return by land, and to

4ceep along the coaft. We marched almoft a league over flints,

ilones, and rocks, which iine this coafl. The boatmen had

orders to come to take us in at the entrance of the bay, where

we told them we fhould wait for them. Wc reached the place

•with great difficulty, the weather being hazy and the wind very

high. Having waited for them three quarters of an hour in

vain, and while it' was very dark, we concluded that the tide,

which was running down, and the high wind, which was con-

trary, had induced the boatmen to bear away for the vefl(d«.

We refolved therefore to finifh our expedition by land, by going

•roiHid the bay, which is at leaft three quarters of a league, when
we
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we heard the boat coming towards us. We hailed her and flie

anfwered. After attempting in vain to put afhore at two or

three places, they came near enough at laft to give us a fair

opportunity of jumping into the boat. We intended only to

crofs over to the other fide of the mouth of the creek, and to

perform the reft of our journey along the fliore on foot. But

the fteerfman afluring us that the fea ftill rofe, and that the tide

was in our favour ; perfuaded us that we fhould eafily get the

better of the contrary wind, and that they would engage to land

us in a fliort time near our habitation. Our captain fufFered

himfelf to be prevailed upon, and we got into the moutli of the

bay ; but we had fcarce rowed ten or twelve yards v^hen the

wind blew with exceflive violence, the waves ran high, and tiie

ebb of the fea joined to a contrary wind was fo troubldbmc,

that we could not get the better of it. Notwithftanding all our

efforts we could fcarce proceed twenty yards. The (ea grew

terrible ; every wave broke with violence againft the boat, and

j-artly beat into it, fo that we were already overflowed. Tired

with ftruggling in vain againft the' waves, and finding ourfelves

in danger of running aground upon the ftones which lay along

the coaft, to which the waves and th ; wind drove us in fpite

of all our efforts, M. Duclos faid we muft return *•> the mouth
of the bay, and there run aground. In lefs than three minutes,

in fpite of the oars and rudder, we found ourfelves driven to-

wards the fliore at the diftance of about four fathoms from land.

The fea which was then extremely furious, was near dafliing

the boat in pieces, and we ourfelves were in danger. Our cap-

tain told us we muft jump into the water, and fct the example

himfelf. I followed him at the inftant that a large wave was

juft breaking againft the boat, and overwhelmed it entirely : the

fliock it gave made me fall into the water when I was juft

coining to the ground. I recovered myfelf fo foon, that I only

got wet on my left fide, and had my boots filled v/ith water. It

was fcarce more than two feet deep. I immediately ftecrcd my
courfe towards our habitation, and told M. Duclos our captain,
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thafi was going to give tidings of him, while he was engaged

in getting the boat afloat in order to fecure it. When I arrived

at the habitation, I found fevcral of our company, who were

under apprehenfions on our account. Finding the weather To

bad, feme of them imagined that we had put ourfelves on board

one of the frigates, to avoid the danger of ftruggling againH:

the wind and angry waves in a boat : others fancied that the

darknefs had compelled us to land, and that we might have

loft our way. It was near ten, and they ftill waited fupper

for us. While I changed my clothes, the fupper was ferved up»

and I played my part at it handfomely. M. Duclos arrived half

an hour after me, and went to-bed without taking any other

jefrcHimcnt than a glafs of wine.

We imagined till now^ that the creeks and the bay which
formed the port of our habitation, were not well flocked with

lifli : that the fea-wolves and the water-fowl, which were very

nuvnerous, deftroyed the fifli for food, and allowed it no time

to grow lajge. M. de la Gyraudais yefterday convinced us of

the contraiy, by bringing us ibme fifli which made part of oar

fupper. Being a (hooting at the extremity of a creek about

a league from our encampment, he came to the mouth of a fmall

river when the fea was at ehb -, where, as he told us, he caught

with his hancJs a dozen fifli, which were left aground upon

the gravel, and were endeavouring to get back to fea. The
fmallefl: of them was about a foot long. They were fome of

them dreft au courbouillon, others fried. Every body found thera

excellent.

On Friday morning Meflk Duclos, de la Gyraudais, Bafle,

M. Duclos's youngeft fon, and myfelf, being defirous of making

the moft of this difcovery, without communicating our dtfign to

tlie reft, got ready a net of the fize of only three fathoms and

a half, and repaired to the fifliing place. We placed two catcii

nets at the fame place, when the fea ebbed, and caught thirty

h(h and upwards, the leaft of which weighed near a pound and

6 a half
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a half. We afterwards caft a third net at the mouth of a fmall

river two hundred paces from thence, and caught a dozen of the

fame fort of fifli.

Encouraged by this fuccefs, on Saturday the third inftant we
returned to our fifliing. But the fea having ebbed, we did not

catch a fingle fi(h. We then concluded that this fi(h came into

frefli water with the tide, and went back again with the ebb.

Having obferved that numbers efcaped through the holes of our

net which was a bad one, or jumped over it, we determined to

go a fifhing with the feamen the next day, when the high tide

cccafioned by the new moon was expedled. Accordingly M. Du-
clos went on board, and ordered the fean to be got ready.

M. le R.oy carried it in the boat to the entrance of the creek in

the morning, and came to acquaint us with it. A party of us,

to the number of ftxteen, fet out immediately after dinner, with

Meflrs. de Bougainville and de Nerville at our head. On cafling

the fean only once, we took more than five hundred large fiflies,

and thoufandsofotheio half a foot long; three-fourths of which

we threw into the fea. We kept but one fort of the fmall ones

called by the Spaniards Pajes, and by our mariners Gras dos.

This filh is almoft tranfparent and of a moft exquifite delicacy.

It is excellent when fried, and not inferior to the eel pout.

The net was fo full, that notwithftanding the joint efforts of

fixteen perfons, it was with the utmoil difficulty imaginable that

we dragged it on fhore. Several fifli jumped over it, and a great

numbc; efcaped both at the extremities, which could not be

brougl t together, and through the holes that were in the net.

However we loaded the boat, which could not reach our encamp-
ment til! the next day. The fifli were diftributed in great plenty

for two days, among the crews belonging to the two frigates

:

they were eaten with variety of drefling ; and that the reft might

not be wafted, we falted a barrel full of them.

This filh refembles in fliape what is called Metiille in Saint-

onge. It weighs four pounds and an half upon an average.
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The fame day, juft as I'uppcr was over, M. Martin lieutenant

of the Sphinx came loaded with game. While he was a fhooting,

he went to difcover the fource of the river at the mouth of

which we had caught fo much fifli. He informed us, that there

was a vaft bay, three or four leagues north-weft of our encamp-
ment, of which he was not able to difcover either the en-

trance or the bottom from any of the heights } that this bay

appeared to him to run at leaft eight or ten leagues within the

land, and that at different diftances he faw rivers and iflands.

We weie charmed with tliis difcovery, and refolved to pay at-

tention to it.

The great quantity of fifli we had caught induced us to make
a fecond trial. On Monday the 5th, we returned to the place,

but whether the fifh had taken the alarm, or the fea was not

rifen to a proper height, we caught only fome fmall fiflies and a

dozen large ones.

While we were engaged in fifliing, others went a fhooting, and

took a furvey of tlie newly difcovered bay. As they were doubt«

lefs lefs fatigued than M. Martin, they found the journey not fo

long, and declared it fliorter by two leagues. This determined

M. cic Bougainville and feveral others to go thither the Wednef-

day following, being Afli-Wednefday.

The whole company being returned about noon, and the fort,

on which tlie officers alone had been employed, being finilhed,

M. de Bougainville propofed to mount the cannon which were

upon their lea-carriages at the bottom of the hill. We imme-

diately fet about this bufinefs. Accordingly we laid planks upon

the ground, to make what is called a bridge, to prevent the

wheels of the carriages from finking into the earth. By the

mere ftrength of our hands, without the alhftance of any inftru-

nients or engines except crows, levers and ropes, we manned to

mount one cannon, notwithftanding the height and fteep afcent

©f the hill. When we had planted it in its proper place, it being

almofl time to conclude our day's work, we loaded and Bred this

cannon by way of fignal. We then cried feven times Vive le Rot !

which
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which exclamation was repeated by the workmen employed in

building the apartments.

Ever fmce we fet about building our habitation, we fired a

field- piece with a pound ball, and rang a bell at five every morn-

ing, and half part feven every evening, to fummon the men to

their work, and give them notice when to leave off. At eight

we rang to breakfad, and at one to dinner. Befides thefe meak
M. de Bougainville now and then ordered them an allowance of

brandy by way of gratuity. Thus the work was a6lually in

as gi eat forwardnefs as if two hundred workmen had been em->

ployed.

While we were thus bufy on fliore, the few hands which were

on board the frigates were by no means idle. They landed fome-

thing every day for the ufe of the encampment, as ordnance,

balls, provifions, utenfils, &c.

On the 6th we began to flow our ballaft of flints, and in the

courfe of the afternoon mounted feven cannon in the fame

manner as the firfl:. It muil be confefled, that feamen may
challenge all the world in point of dexterity in moving great

weights.

When this operation was finiflied, I ordered fome bafkets to

be filled with potter's clay mixed with argil for want of fand

proper for the purpofe, and contrived fo as to go on board the

next day, that I might work at the King's buft without interrup-^

tion, which J found to be imprafticable on fliore, wliere I fliould

have been obliged to d^o it in our tent, into which fomebody was
entering every quarter of an hour.

On Shrove Tuefday, at feven in the morning, I got into the boat

in order to return on board the Eagle. I took up my quarters again

in my cabbinj after dinner, I began to model the bull in M. de

Bougainville's, and being unprovided with a piece of iron to

fupport the earth upon the die, I fupplied its place with a cylin-

der of wood. The head was already roughly fltetched the fame

evening.
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I dedicated the'Sth wholly to the finifhing of the firft flcetch,

which was already reduced to a form. Two or three officers

who faw it in this flate, encouraged me to finifli the bufl, and I

was in hopes of fucceeding in my attempt.

Animated with this expectation, I went to work at fix in the

mprning on the 9th, and was not a little difconcerted to fee ere-

vices and cracks in the forehead and feveral other places, though

the earth was very well mixed. M. Guyot and M. Bafle coming

a quarter of an hour after, were almod as much chagrined as

myfelf, to find that the earth was not proper for the ufc I de-

signed to make of it.

I afkcd M. Guyot, if he had not fecn on the coaft a fine fand,

vvhich when mixed with this earth might remedy its defe6b.

They fet out for the encampment an hour after, and gave M.
de Bougainville an account of the difficulties I met with from the

|}ad quality of this earth.

I thought I had nothing to do but to make another attempt

with frefh earth mixed with fand, but M. de Bougainville, ap-

prehenfive that a new trial might prove abortive, determined to

iubftitute a Flower de Luce in the room of this buft. M. Guyot

returned on board to dinner, and communicated this refolution

to me. I then defifted from my undertaking ; and paflTed the

evening upon the Burnt ifland in company with M. Mauclair,

where we killed ten buflards : he had killed fixteen the day be-

fore. While we were in queft of game, two of our officers

amufed themfelves with fiHiing with the hook from the cabbin

windows, and caught filh enough to furnifli a difh for three

fuccelfive meals. The angle-rod would fupply an equal quantity

every day, if the line was but thrown one hour before the meal.

Thefe fifti are of three kinds. The firft refembles a pike in

fhape, the flclh as it were tranfparent, with a ftripe of blue, one

line in width, which runs from the gills to the tail between two

yellow ftripcs. The vSpaniards of Chili call them Rcvalos. The
fecond fpecies may be ranked in the clafs of the eel pouts, called by

fome Loaches. The head of that here mentioned is flat and much
' larger
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larger than the eel pouts in France. The third fpecies is likewife

exquifite, and has yellow ftripes round the gills, as if orpiment

or gum had been rubbed upon it with a pencil.

Thefe three forts of filh, which were the only ones we
caught on board, are no more than between nine and ten inches

long ; they are ufually from fix to feven. But all of them are

excellent, particularly that which has the head, and nearly the

figure of a pike. They bite fo freely, that they are caught as

foon as you throw out your line. This fifli was one refource,

when the weather did not permit us to go a fliooting.

On the loth I returned to the Burnt ifland, in hopes of gather*

ing fome L^pasot Patellae, but the fea was too high} M. Duclos's

youngefl: fon and myfelf, after killing four wild ducks and three

Becficsy returned on board at five o'clock.

The wild gander is of a dazzling white ; its .bill is fhort and

black like a buAard's, and its feet ajee yellow. The bill and feet

of the female refemble thofe of the male, but the feathers upon

fts back are grey. The border of the white feathers which cover

the neck and bread is black, and forms a fpot which takes the

round fhape of the feather. The wings of both refemble thofe

of the buftard } and have likewife a hard knob like a horn at

the articulation of the pinion. After dripping the large feathers

from the body of the female, there appeared a grey down ex-

tremely fine and very thick. The down of the male is at leaft

as beautiful as that of a fwan. They would both make beautiful

muffs *.

The teal of this country are much fupeiior in beauty to thofe

of Europe. Their bills and feet are blue, their wings green and;

gold, and the reft of their bodies much more fliining and beauti-

ful than thofe of the Guinea hens. I Ikinned one of them,

and having preferved the head and feet, and ftuffed the coat with

fine

• Their beauty induced fcveral of our officers to order a great number of thefe

geefc and bulUrds to be (kinned with a view of carrying them to France ; but for

want of proper care, they were moft of them loft. Mine (hared the fam^fate for

want of room to ilow them in my cabbin.

NM' !
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fine mofs, placed it in its natural attitude. I made a prefent of

it to a virtuofo of St, Male. I likewife brought to France and
depofited in the cabinet of natural hiftory, in the Abbey of St.

Germain des Pres at Paris, the head and feet of a large water-

fowl of the carnivorous kind, which I have mentioned under the

name of Quebranta-hueflbs. I have given its figure, on account

of the fmgularity of its bill.

It would have been a defirable circumftance to have poflefled

the art of preferving the eyes of thefe animals in their natural

flate. Diamonds and rubies can by no means equal the fire, tlie

beauty and the luflre of the eyes of a certain fpecies of water-

fowl or diver, which is frequently feen on the fea-fliore.

The pupil is furrounded with a circle of the finefl vcrmillion

or carmine. The head is black, but the feathers from the eye

to the back -of the head are of a fhining white mixed with fome
Areaks of black.

In thefe iflands there are likewife prodigious numbers of fmali

eagles or brown hawks, of the fize of the largefl of our cocks

}

but the wings of which when extended, were at leafl three feet

acrofs. The large feathers of the wings are of a bright yellow,

mixed with brown in tranfverfe flripes. There is likewife a kind

of eagle, of the fize and colour of a turkey hen, white, red, or

yellow. In this kind of eagle, at the bottom of the bill, there is

a (kin of a very fine red, ftrewed with pretty long black hairs.

When this bird is dead, the red colour fades, and the ikin changes

to a very pale rofe colour. Its talons are fcaly and of a light grey,

as well as thofe of fome of the fmaller kinds I have mentioned.

The reft have yellow feet. The talons of this laft mentioned

fpecies arc as ftrong and large as thofe of the larger kind. Spar-

row-hawks are likewife found here, with white breafts and

necks ; thofe of others are variegated with white, grey and red.

Mufdes are very commonly found along the coaft. We more

than once attempted to eat fome of them ; but found them fo

fall of pearls, that it was impoflible to chew them : as thefe pearls

being very hard endangered the breaking of our teeth, and when

they
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they v/tr. broken in pieces, they left a kind of fand in the mouth

which was very difagreeable. As I believed the produflion of

thefe pearls to be owing to fome diforder in this fliell>fi(h, I ima-

gined that this diforder might be owing to this animal's fuffering

from the want of water during the ebb of the fea. I therefore

fancied, that if we took fuch as were conftantly fupplied with

water, we fliould find them withoui pearls. The mufcles I

had found among the roots of the Tea grafs, confirmed me in this

opinion. I opened fome both of the common and Magellanic

forts } they were without pearls and excellent. I carried

two or three dozen to the encampment ; they were liked by all

the lovers of this fhell-fifh, and we afterwards ate them fre-

quently.

No remarkable occurrence happened from the nth to Thurf^

day the 22d of March. Proviflons and other articles were landed

for the ufe of the people who (laid to eflablifh this new colony.

On the 2ift, we laid the firft ftone of the pyramid.

There was one circumftance howevei ihat deferved notice, and

occafioned various refle£lions among thofe who were witnefles of

it. It was related to me on my return to the encampment.

On Thurfday the 22d of March, I was defirous of knowing

the truth of this circumflance, and have fmce been convinced of it

more than once by ocular evidence. We carried over about a

dozen hogs male and female. One of thefe was cafl. ated. After

they were all landed they went to feek their livelihood in the

fields, and never failed to return every evening to pafs the night

together near the encampment. At firfl: they had a kind of litter

of hay made for them, which though in the open air they cer-

tainly enjoyed very much, as they repaired to it fo punftually.

Somebody obfervcd that the caArated hog generally returned

about half an hour fooner than the reft, took feveral turns round

the litter and placed the hay in order j that he took and carried

it in his teeth to their lodging, and filled every place where it

was wanting. When the reft returned they lay down together,

and he took his place laft. If anyone of them found hi& fituation

H h
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uneafy, he got up, and falling upon the caftrated hog, bit him,

and obliged him to fetch more hay to make up the litter. The
females in particular were very nice in this article.

During our ftay one of them brought forth eleven pigs, and
another twelve. Befides thefe young ones, we left there eight

fuws and one boar. It is eafy to judge how faft they will

multiply.

I returned to the encampment with an intention of ftaying

only three days, and fetting out on the 23d, to go by land to a

bay fituated to the South Eaft of the ifland. M. de Bougain-

ville having feen it in the tour he made fome days after our

arrival, thought it delightful, and called it Beau-port, as it was well

adapted for a commodious harbour. I was to accompany M.
THuillier, and two or three others thither to take a draught of

it. But as foon as M. de Bougainville and myfelf came to the

encampment, M. THuillier in-ged the neceflity of poftponing the

expedition to Beau-port to the Thurfday following, his prefence

being abfolutely necelTary to carry on the building. M. de la

Gyraudais was the only perfon who returned on board the

Sphinx. M. de Bougainville lay in his cott{ I fpread a

mattrefs upon fome hay in the fame tent, and lay in this manner

nine nights. I employed the da.y m vifiting the adjacent .parts>

in botanical refearches, and in other inquiries into natural

hiftory.

On Saturday the 24th of March, it was propofed that we
^ould go in fearch of the three dray horfes, to fecure them

with ropes, and bring them to the encampment. A party of

thirty who fet out on this errand, fcfund and furrounded them.

They fuffered us to approach fo near, that M. de St. Simon

feized one of them by the mane } but the mare which he held

difengagcd herfelf by a violent effort which threw him down,

and leaped with the reft over the ropes we had put round them.

They ran fo far, that it was thought proper to give over the

purfuit.

a We
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We had better fuccefs vlth the cows and heifers. Thefe

were in the fame manner fcattered and difperfed over the country 1

but a little calf that had been caught being brought near tli j

encampment, and tied to a (iake, the dam hearing it low in the

evening came to give it the teat, and the red followed her. By
returning in this manner two or three days fucceflively, thefe

animals became accuftomed to it, and repaired punflually every

evening to the ftable that was built for them.

On the 27th, M. de Bougainville and M. THuillier ordered

their cotts to be carried to the chamber in the new building,

which was intended for M. de Nerville. They propofcd to me
the removal of my bed, but I rather chofe to flay in the tent, as

the damp ifluing from the walls, which were rough-caA this very

day, might prove prejudicial.

I was near having reafon to repent of my refolution that

very night. At ten in the evening, the wind fprang up at South

Weft, and continued fo violent all day with frequent fhowers

of rain, that it feemed as if the tent would be carried away, or

blown down upon me at every blaft. I lay there however the

next night, but was obliged to change my quarters the day after,

being the 29th.

The tents were ftruck to furnili* wood for the building, I

furrendered mine, and removed to M. de Nerville's quarter.

MefT. de Bougainville and de Nerville had, on the 21 ft, laid

the firft ftone of the bale of the pyramid, or kind of obeliik,

intended to be erefted in the center of the fort. A round filver

plate, about two inches and a half in diameter, was depolited in

the ftone-work of the foundation ; on one fide of which was

etched with aqua fortis, the draught of that part of the ifland

where the fort and habitation were fitiiated ; on the middle, the

obeliik with thefe words for the exergue, 1'ibi ferviat ultima

Ihule, On the other fide was the following infcription :

H h 2 Difcovery.
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I '

Difcovery.

Settlement of the MaJouine

IJlandsy fituated 5 1 d. 30 m. South

latlt. and 60 d. 50 m. Weft long. E. of the mer»

of Parisy by the Eagle Frigate Captain P.

Ducks Guyot, Captain of a fire-ftiip, and
the Sphinx Sloop Captain F. Chenard,

Gyraudais Lieutenant of a Frigate,

fitted out by Lewis de Bougainville Colonel of Foot, Captain of
the vefTel, Commander of the expedition, G. de

Bougainville de Iberville Volunteer, and P, Darboulin

Adminidrator General of the Pofts in France. Conftru£tion of
a Fort and Obeliik embellifhed with a medallion

of his Majefty Lewis XV. agreeable to the plans of A*
tHuillier de la Serre Engineer Geographer of the

Camps and Armies ferving on this Expedition

under the Miniftry of E. de Cboifeul,

Duke of Stainville, In

February 1764.

[With thefe words for the exergue, Conamur tenues grandia.y

This kind of medal is inclofed between two leaden plates, and

the whole in a hollowed ftone. Near it is placed a double glafs

bottle well ftopped with maftic to refift the wet, containing a

roll of paper on which were infcribed the names, firnames^

ranks, and countries of all the perfons who compofed both the

ihip's companies employed on this expedition, and of the

volunteers *.

This fort was called Fort de St. Louis. It is fituated on a

lifing ground, not overlooked by the neighbouring heights which

* This lift roll which is infertsd iii the original, is omitted by the Tranflator,

as not being intcrefting to the Englifli reader. The number of perfons on board

the two (hips, including officer;, failors, paflengers, fervants, &c. amounted in

all to 138, and 28 of thefe, including woDicn and children, ien.ained in the ifland

for the cftablilhmcnt of the colony.
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are at the diftance of at leaft two full leagues. It commands all

the adjacent country, and efpecially the entrance of the creek,

at the extremity of which the new habitation is built. This

entrance is with go6d reafon called the Goukt, or Gullet -, becaufe

when the Tea is high, the opening is no more than a full piftol-

ihot in breadth.

M. Bade and nryfplf went on the 28th to fee the large bay»

where I gathered a grt'at quantity of the moft beautiful Limasy

or cochlese, with mother of pearl, and fafciated, and fome flat

patella:, which were extremely fine. On the 29th, it blew a
ilorm, and fhere fell a great deal of fleet, attended with fqualls

of wind.

On the 3Gth the wind blew very cold, with hazy and dark

weather, which continued all night, a circumftance unufual iii

tills country, at leaft fince our arrival. Till this day, the 31ft,,

the Iky had almoft conftantly been fine and ferene. We had
white frofts two or three times» and once only the ftanding;

waters were flcimmed over with ice ; but for fcveral days paft.

there had been a coolnefs in the mornings and evenings, which,

in hot countries we fliould call cold. However from ten in the

morning to five in the afternoon, you feel the warmth of May
in thofe places wliich are flieltered from the wind.

The weather vva? hazy all night, and Sunday morning the firft

of April. About len the wind difperfed the fog, and veered to.

the North North Weft, where it blew with fome violence, but

fubfided at four in the afternoon, when I returned on board

with almoft all the ofiicers who were not to winter in the new.

colony. M. de Bougainville and M. I'Huillier, were the only

pcrfons wlio ftaid to fuperintend the work on the roof of the::

building, which was ilmoft finiflied.

The fame day Laurence Lucas, carpenter of the Sphinx, put
the finifliing hand to the carving of the double flower-de-luce ia

ftone, which was to be placed on the top of the pyramid. The.

tv/o medallions in wood, one reprefenting the buft of Lewis XV>
and the other the arms of France, which were to be fixed oii^

two
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two oppofite fides of the pyramid were in great forwardnefs.

All the provifions and other articles which were intended to be

left upon the ifland were landed, and lodged in the Magazine.

On Monday morning the zd, M. Duclos Guyot went in the

yawl to found the bay, round the fmall ifland covered with corn-

flags, which was the neareft to the place where we were moored,

and was calltd He au Tonndier, or Cooper's ifland, becaufe our

cooper was fettled there in order to carry on his bufinefs.

M. Duclos every where found a good bottom, and con-

cluded from the depth, that the true channel of the t'de is on
the fide of this ifland oppofite to that where we were moored.

The afternoon was very windy.

On Tucfday the 3d, it was calm all day, and the weather fine.

M. de Bougainville repaired to the habitation, to make every

preparation for taking pofleflion of thefe iflands, having fixed

the day for ThurfJay next.

M. de Nerville and myfelf, pafled the whole afternoon upon
the Burnt ifland, where we gathered a large falad of crefles and

celery upon the banks of a pond at the eaftern point. The
latter of thefc plants is very common in all the parts of this

ifland that we have vifited.

On the 4th, the wmd which blew very frefli, varied from the

South South Wefl-, to the Wefl: North Weft^, the weather was
fine, and the fca ran very high ; which did not however prevent

our fportfmen from going out to kill buftards. Four officers

belonging to the Sphinx, had brought from thence a hundred

and three fome days before. Our officers, encouraged by this

fuccefs, determined to go thither, and killed eiglity-three. Two
of them killed but 36 this day, witli fourteen ducks and teals.

They gave i8 bufl:ard3 to the Sphinx, on account of the pre-

parations that were making for their departure, which was fixed

for the next day. The fori fi;ed one and twenty cannon to

announce the ceremony of taking poffefllon, which was to be

performed the next dav.

At

\\l
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At four o'clock on Thurfday morning the fifth of April, our

longboat was fent with her hawfer and anchor, on board the

Sphinx; after which flie weighed her two anchors, and got

under fail at half an hour pad feven, with a favourable wind

-and fine weather.

At day-break the fort made a difcharge of one and twenty

pieces of cannon.

The moment the Sphinx failed, we all embalmed in our yawls

and one fiihing-boat to go to the fort. As foon as we landed

at the gullet, the fort faluted us with feveral guns. A party of

the inhabitants, who had taken the refolution to remain in this

new colony appeared in arms at the gullet. They conducted us

to the fort, at the foot of which we found all the reft under

arms. After the parade they accompanied us to the fort witli

drums b;:ating.

All the company being afTembled at the fort, the pyramid was

opened ; I then folemnly fang the Te Deum ; after that the

pfalm Exaudiat, then thrice Domine fahuni fac regem. After this

I rehearfed the verfe Fiat mamts tua, Domine, J'uper 'viriim dcxtera

tua ', the refponf'e was, G? fuper fJium bominis quern confirmajU

tibij then the ^)iaycr ^itfuimis, omnipotem Deus, ut famulus tuui^

Ludovicus Rex nofier, <3c, for ti)e profperity of his reign. We
cried Vive le Roy feven times and fired twenty-one c ninon. We
cried again kvcn times Vive le Roy. M. de Bougainville then

produced the king's coniiuifllon, appointing a governor in the

new colony, which was delivered to M. de Nerville, who was

immediately received and acknowledged as fuch. M. de Bou-

gainville, in the king's name, iikewife proclai tried the other offi-

cers, who were in the fame manner unanimoufly acknowledged.

An altar was Iikewife ended in the fort at the very bale of

the pyramid. I intended to have faid mafs there, to make the

ceremony of taking polfeflion more facrcd and foicmn. But the

wind blew with fuch violjnce, flat notwithftanding a tent was

ereftcd there, it was thought proper to content ourielves with

the ceremony I have dei'cribed. We afterwards repaired to the

apartment;^.

^ '^l,: 1
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apartments m the habity-yn, where at eleven o'clock we had a
plentiful breakfaft> the allowance to all the fhip's company being

doubled on the occafion.

As foon as breakfaft was over, we went to vlflt the feveral

fpots on which different forts of grain had been fown eight or

ten days before; and found them fprung up, and in a very

healthy and flourifhing ftate.

On our return, I flopped at a place where I had obferved a

pretty common plant, which makes an excellent infufion : this

I fhall defcribe hereafter. Having only time to gather a little

of it, we took our leave, and returned on board

On Friday the 6th, at fix in the morning, M. de St. Simon
and two others went on Ihore in the longboat to water, and
killed feventy buftards, twelve ducks, fome teals, and feveral

fnipes. Thefe buflards, together with a great number that were

killed before, were put in barrels } fo that we had two tierces

and fome barrels to fupply us on our return to France.

The calm and the fine weather at fun-rife, favoured the exe-

cution of M. de Bougainville's defign to furvey and take draughts

of the great bay where we lay at anchor, of its creeks and the

environs. With this view, MefT. i'HuiUicr, Duclos, his two

fons, MefT. de St. Simon, Donat, le Roy and myfelf, embarked

in the longboat, and landed at the bottom of the bay in a creek,

which runs up a great way within the land. You fee it in the

chart of the liarbour. MefT. de St. Simon, Donat, and le Roy,

went out a fporting, while MeiT. I'Huiliier, Duclos, Seigneurie,

fome others and myfelf, made obfervations from the eminence

or mountain E. When we had finifhed our obfervations, and

taken a draught of the bay with the graphometer, we amuferf

ourfelves with obferving a ruin, produced, as it fliouUl feem, by

fome earthquake. It afforded a profpeft fo dreadfully pleafing

that I was extremely mortified at my want of time, and the

neceffary inftruments, to (ketch out a perfect reprefentation of it.

A painter might here find materials to compofe a pi6ture of the

fined

WP



TO THE MALOUINE ISLANDS. 223

fineft ruins. A (ketch of it is given in the plate, as alfo of a

kind of amphitheatre fituated a hundred paces from it.

We were no lefs aftonifhed at the fight of the infinite number

of ftones of all fizes thrown one upon another, and yet ranged

as if they had heen piled negligently to fill up fome hollows.

We adniired with infatiable delight the prodigious works of

nature. I attempted in vain to engrave a name upon one of

thefe ftones, which formed a table a foot and an half thick, ten

feet long, and fix broad ; it was fo hard that neither my knife

nor a punch could make any imprelFion upon it. I tried feveral

in the fame manner which were equally hard. I broke off a

piece by ftriking a corner with another ftone, and all the pieces

that were broken off had the appearance of fieeftone por-

phyrized.

This freeftone as it is found in its beds, which run in all di-

rections, is every where cut into tables of a different fize and

thicknefs ; hut in fuch a manner as if art had been ufed.

Thefe ruins reprefented in the plate, refemble in feveral places

the gates of a city, whofe arches are demolifhed ; and of which

there remain only fome walls to the right and left, ftiil raifed

twenty or five and twenty feet, in the parallel angles forming

the entrance. They are like the walls of a town, the ftones of

which have been ranged according to the level and the per-

pendicular, as they are in our walls compoled of freeftone.

Some angles are likewife to be feen here, both faliant and re-

entrant, fome oiit-woiks more than fifteen feet high, and fome

reflilincal projedions like corni£hcs, advancing at leaft half

a foot, and which run at the fame height all along the pofterior

or internal, as vvcll as the anterior or external parts of the

ruins. The only things wanting are the mouldings.

To the left of the track leading from the fpot where we
landed, we met with the eminence on which the ftones are

ranged like the arches of an amphitheatre : the figure of which

I have given. Beyond thcle ruins lies a valley more than

two hundred feet deep, and about half a quarter of a league

I i broad.
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broad, the bottom of which is covered with Aones thrown to-

gether promifcuouny, and feems to have ferved as a bed to a
river or fome large torrent, which running through the hollows

made by thcfe eminences, probably difcharged itfelf into the

great weftern bay I have mentioned. The eminence which is

beyond the valley appei.\rs to be covered with ruins, flmilar to

thofe upon the eminence on this fide. Before you come to thele

you meet with an efplanade, or platform of earth, about twenty

or twenty-four yards broad, which runs from the bafe of the

amphitheatre, beyond the firft opening of tliefe ruins, which I

faid refembled the entrance or gate of a city. The rubbidi of

thefe Teeming walls obflruds the continuation of this efplanade

where you fee two pieces of water, or refervoirs, one nearly

round, the other oval, at a fmall diftance from each other j the

firft about twenty five feet in diameter, the other thirty. A
gentle declivity fifty feet broad leads from the efplanade to

the ruins.

From the bottom of the hill you fee kinds of hollows intirely

filled with thefe promifcuous heaps of ftones.

Between thefe hollows are irregular fpols of ground, twelve,

fifteen, twenty, and twenty-five feet in breadth, and twenty,

thirty, and at leaft fifty in length, covered with herbage and

heath, as if they had cfcaped the fliock. Between thefe pro-

niifcuous heaps of ftones, are every where left void fpaces or

intcrftices, whofe de; th cannot be eftimated. The fmalleft of

ihele ftones, none of which are angular, the corners being

rounded, a:e two feet in length, and one in breadth or there-

abouts ; their figuie however is not regular. They are likewife

compoled of a fpecies of freeftone vhjch is of a very hard

quality. It is an hour's walk from the place of our landing to

|hc rubbifli, and the road is level all the way as far as the loot

of the eminence on which the rums are feen.

As we returned, I gathered a little bag full of a plant which

I (hall del'cribe in the fequel under the name of Luce mujque, or

'The des Ijlef Malouines : I ate twenty of ths fruits of a fmall herb

v.'hich
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which our mariners call Pktde bicrrc : and we returned on

board loaded with game.

After the ceremony of taking pofleflion, M. de Nerville invited

us to a dinner he intended to give the Sunday following, by

way of taking leave, and wifhing us a fpeedy return to France.

We agreed to wait upon him. But our captain M. Dados
Guyot, having reprefented to M. dc Bougainville, that tiie longer

we deferred our departure, the greater would be our danger of

meeting with bad weather and a tenipeftuous fea, on account of

the approach of winter in this country j that, two days fooner or

later were of confequence, efpecially as M. de Bougainville

wifhed to give the court as early an account of his expedition

as poffible j and that, it was therefore ncceflary to feize the firft

opportunity of getting under fail : the refolution was accordingly

taken on Saturday evening, to fail the next morning ir the

weather proved favourable.

On Sunday the 8th of April, wre failed at half paft four in the

afternoon, the fort faluting us with twenty difcharges of cannon,

M. I'Huillier and fome others were difpatched early in the morn-
ing to the habitation, to make our compUments of departure,

and to bring two hogs and two dozen of fowls to make broth

for thofe who might have the misfortune to be ill.

When we arrived in the great bay, that is, when we had got

beyond the iflands fituated in it, we lay by to wait for our

longboat, which arrived at fix with our great anchor. When
we had taken them and our yawl on board, we got under way
at half paft feven. At half paft nine we were North and South

of the ifland at the entrance of the bay. From tins time to

midnight, we dire6led our courfe to the Eaft, at the rate of

three leagues and two thirds an hour.

I could not have conceived, that at fifty-one dr;iccs and

an half latitude, and fixty longitude from tlic meridian of

Paris, a climate could have been found fo temperate as that of

the Mulouine Klaads. We landed at the eaftem point, a part

of the illand expofcd pcihaps more than any other to cold, white

mi
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ft'ods, and other inconveniences incident to a fituation aimed
intirely encompafled with the fea, or with bays, forming a
peninfula fwept by the South Weft and Weft winds, which
are the moft frequent in thofe parts. We had reafon to draw
this conclufion during more than two months ftay in the

country even in the time of autumn, when the cold might be

expelled to be felt early in that latitude -, and from the herbage

in all the parts we vifited, inclining to the North Eaft and Eaft.

Notwithftanding this, except the grafs which was withered by the

heats of fummer, as is ufual in all other countries, the other

plants, and even the grafs of the fecond growth, were ftill very

green at the time of our departure.

In the quarter of the ifland which we faw, the land every

where prefents a very agreeable afped. Mountains, or rather

emiribnces which we called mountains, encompafs plains farther

than the eye can fee, divided by little rifing grounds and hills

which communicate by gentle declivities. At the foot of each a

rivulet, more or lefs confiderable runs in winding mazes, and

difcharges itfeif into the fea through the numerous creeks of the

bays. That in which we anchored (which might be called

Baye de St. Louis on account of the fort of this name which is

ere6ted on the land which terminates it, or rather Baye Royaley

on account of the pyramid dedicated to Louis XV. our well-

beloved monarch) runs up more than fix leagues within land,

and naturally forms a good harbour in which more than two
thoufanci fliips may ride at anchor. There is every where a

good bottom, iflands of different fizes, peninfulas to the number
of about twelve, which afford fuch fhelter from the moft violent

winds, that perhaps there is never any fwell in thofe parts.

The entrance of this bay is at Icaft two leagues over, and i&

contraded by a pretty large ifland at fome diftance from the

South Eaft point, as may be feen in the chart.

This great bay wliicii Vv-as difcovered fifteen days before we
left the iilaiul, has been examined and traced in part by M. de

Ijelcourt and M. Martin, who made an excurfion thither of two
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or three days and nights. As we were defirous of obtaining a

more perfedl knowledge of its extent, Meff. de St. Simon and

Donat fet out fome days after the return of the two gentlemen

I have juft now mentioned. They went at firft to the place

where it approaches neareH: to the habitation, which is at the.

diflance of two little leagues, and then kept along the fhore till

they came to the bottom of it. They pafTed here to the oppo-

fite Hiore, and followed it ten leagues. The brooks and a con-

(iderable river which it was difficult to evofs, obftrufting their

farther progrefs, they determined to climb the higheft mountain*

they could find; from whence they thought they fhould be able

to difcover the entrance of this bay and the reft of its courfe.

They judged at that time that it ran at leaft fifteen leagues,

within the land, and formed into a peninfula that part of the

country where we had eftabliflied our fettlement.

According to their account, the coaft of this bay prefents to.

the view an excellent foil, and an agreeable profpeft. At every

quarter of a league it is watered by brooks and fmall rivers, one

of which, that runs from the Weft, appeared to them to be fixty

feet broad. They found a prodigious number of buftards in

flocks of twenty or forty, and a great many other birds. Upon
the whole, they counted twenty-Hx pretty large iflands in that

part of the bay which they furveyed.

It may be doubted, wliether there is not actually a ftreight

which divides thefc iflands, and communicates from North to

South as fome navigators have imagined, and whether the ap-

pearance of this bay night not have led them to form fuch a con-

je<5tur€. Perhaps ci.cy law only its entrance, or not venturing on.

account of its running lb deep within the land and its great breadth,.

to proceed farther into it, concluded that it formed a ftreight *.

After an attentive examination of the foil at the habitation,

and that of its environs^ I think I may venture to pronounce it

of

• It was found on a feconJ voyage, that fuch a ftreight aflually exifts ; and ihati

its entrance on the northern fide, is at the place called by us la Combce.

f
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of a mineral nature. The ochreous earths, both red and

yellow, the fpars, the quartz, which are every where to be

found, are evident proofs of it. The rocks which are commonly
covered with grey and reddifh flate, fufficiently indicate a great

quantity of fulphur. On breaking the tops of the rocks of

quartz which appear on the furfacc;, with crows and mattocks,

I found in the crevices, marks of a vitriolick and coppery ma-
trix. I likewife difcovercd a fubflance of a grcenilh calV, which

had the aftringency and acidity of verdegreafe : I applied a little

of it to the tip of my tongue, and was forced to fpit very much
for a full quaiter of an hour. Here you frequently meet with

pyrites which arc round, and fulphureous j and with others of

irregular figures, which one wouhl conclude belonged to an iron-

mine, both on account of their weight and their brown colour,

mixed with an ochreous earth of a reddilh yellow, or of the colour

of ruft. In digging to lay the foundations of the houfes, M. de

Bougainville obferved in the earth that was thrown up, feveral

})ieces of broken quartz, which exhibited to the eye fpangles

that glittered like gold. He picked up fome which he brought

to me, and I imagined at firft fight that it might be mica, or

the yellow talc. However as the talc is not ufually found in

thequaitz, I thought it might be that fpecies of fulphur which

glitters in the pyrites. We were unfortunately unprovided with

the neceHiiry materials for making experiments ; we had no
coals, or wood, no furnace, or even aqua regia, nor could any

be made with fo fmnll a quantity of aqua fortis. The crucibles

I brought were ufclefs to me. There was befides, too fmall a

quantity of thcfe little glittering particles, and we had too many
other objeCis to engage our attention, to be at leifure to ran-

fack tlie earth for fuch a coilcftion of them, as would be

fuflicicnt to make an experiment. I therefore contented myfelf

with vifuing tlie place where the ground had been dug, and

examlPiing the earths that were thrown up. Iti a hollow at the

depth of about fix feet, I perceived a bed of earth lying ob-

liquely, fix inches broad in fome places, the reft of an unequal

6 breadth,
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breadth, which entered the ground in the fame dire£tion. This

beJ was compofcd of quartz covered with a rufty earth, yellow

anil red ochre, ami a fort of hollow flints, fcveral of which

were filled with a fpecies of fine bole, of a flelh or rofe colour ia

fome, and of the colour of fine lacca in others ; fcveral, with a

very fine earth of a brovvnifli red colour. Tiie cover, or ilony

cruft which furrounds thefe fine earths, is commonly of the

fame colour with the inclofed fubftancc. I iiave met with fome

of them grey, very much refembling filver ore. Their colour

became rather deeper when expofed to the fire, which gave me
reafon to conclude that they are of an ochieous quality, and

that they confilt chiefly of iron. On my return to France, I

flicwed fome of thefe pieces of quartz to perfons verfed in expe-

riments on foflils, who likcwife judged them to be iron ore.

Having therefore no hopes of making difcoveries of this kind,

I turned my attention on the plants of the country. 1 met with

only four or five of thofe kinds which grow in France. Here

is plenty of red and white celery, which has a fweet and pleafant

tafle, thougli produced without culture. We ate it in fallads

and foiips every day. Some of our mariners called it Macedonian

ParJIiy, and were afraid of it at firft, but ate it afterwards with-

out fcrnplc, cipecially as the country afforded no other greens.

M. Duclos, captain of the Eagle, found fome hartfhorn, or

rocket wliich he called Crefonette, and brought it to the encamp-
ment. On tailing it, we found it rather too poignant. As M.
de Nerville and myfelf were walking along the fide of a pond,

we met vvitli feme very good creflcs, and frequently ate them
mixed with celery. Along the banks of a little rivulet, 1 have

feen the Gremuilktte or crowfoot, as well as. the ranunculus,

which is cultivated in gardens for the beauty of its flowers.

Our pilots obicrving that we were fond of a plant which had
rather a fingulir appearance, were induced to tarte it. It has a

milder and more agreeable acidity than even the round leaved

'brrel. They found it fo palatable that they put it into their
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foup the fame day, and as we did not perceive that they fufFerec!

any inconvenience from it, we ordered fome of it in our own.
This plant produces leaves ranged in a circular form, fome-

times eighteen or twenty in number, at the extremity of a
cherry-coloured petiole as thick as a crow quill, round and
generally from feven to eight inches high, always riflng above

the plants which furround it. The leaf is of a light green.

It has only one ftem nearly fimilar to the footflalk of the

leaves, which fupports a fingL white flower confifting of a pen-

taphyllus calix, and having the figure of a very fmall tulip ; it

expands in the fame manner, and emits a very fweet fniell like

the almond. The leaf of the plant is (Iiaped like a heart, the

extremity of which is very much lengthened : each leaf is

faflened to the petiole or footftalk by this extremity, and forms

a kind of hoop. See the figure in the plate. I have never fcen

any of thefe leaves quite expanded ; they are almod always funk

into a channel. Ten, twelve, and often more of thefe leaves or

leafy ftems proceeil from the point of a long twifted root,

covered with fmall pointed fcales of a red colour inclining to

Vermillion, lying horizontally two or three fingers deep. This

plant is very common. We called it Vinaigrette from its tafte.

Perhaps it belongs to the clafs of wild forrel.

The plant reprefented in the figure next to that of the Vinah

grette, may be ranked among the Satyriom : its leaf feems at

firft fight to fuggeft this conjefture: however as the orchifes

have ufually no more than two tubercles at their root, and this

plant has twelve roots or more, fhaped like thofe of the goat's

beard and very long, I think it ought not to be placed in the

clafs of the orciiifes. I take it to be the Epipadis, mentioned by

Father Feuillee, page 729. pi. 29. under the denomination of

EpipaSiis amplo flare luteo vulgo gravilla : the root of the Epi-

padis of the Malouine Iflands, bears however a greater refem-

blance to that of the EpipaSJis floribus mo verfu difpofitis vulgo

Null, which he mentions p. 726. and is reprefented in pi. 17. It

grows in the dry and barren parts of Chili, and the Epipaf^is

Jiore
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fiore luteo in the moifl: parts of the fame country : that of the

Malouhie Iflands likewife grows in low and moift places. The
root of this confids of feveral knobs, which are formed into a

bunch. I have feen from ten to twelve of them, and fometimes

more. Their length on an average is three inches, and fome

of them are more than half an inch in thicknefs. They are

covered with a.fmall thin fkin, inclofing a friable, foft, watery

fubftance, which at firft has a fweetilli tafte, but when it is

chewed leaves fo ftrong a flavour or relifli of ambergreafe in the

mouth, that it a little refcmbles cat's urine.

I have not been able to difcover the flowers of this plant,

though I have feen feveral of every fize. The highefl: of them

liave capfules filled with feed, and a kind of tuft at the extre-

mity rcfembling a clufter of dried petals of a reddifli cad,

without any determinate fmell.

The feed is a very fine red duft, that fills the hollow part of

the ( apfule, which is divided into four or five compartments.

After the moft careful examination, I have not been able to

difcover any other kind of feed.

The ftem of the plant never rifcs higher than feven or eight

inches, and is covered with pretty long leaves, which frequently

form a fliallovv channel; fome are perfedly flat : they are all

fmooth, and of a green colour, rcfembling that of the leaf of

the orchis.

In all places waflicd by the water there is found a fpecies of

fpleen-wort, which grows like a fungus, and fupports a fleni

with hollow leaves, in which the feed is contained : a circum-

llance not common in any fpecies of the maidenhair, in whicli

the feed is a duft adhering tu the verge of. the prone diik of the

leaf. In this plant v/e arc defcribing, the ftcm that fuppoits

the feed rifes fingly on the right fide of the root, the leaves being

at the fame time circularly difpofed, or vertical. The flem itfejf,

or if you will, the only leaf in the vvhcL' plant, which fupports

the feed, is in proportion near an inch longer than the longeft
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of thofe leaves which grow out of the fame root. This feej

however, like that of the maidenhair, is a tliick red duft.

In the fields, amongft the herbage which covers almoft the

whole furface of the foil of the ifland, there is a pretty common
plant with a white flower, radiated lil;c that of the dandelion,

but the petals are fharp pointed. The leaves the largeft of which
are three inches long, and the ftem, which is about a foot high,

are of a green colour and rather foft like cotton. Ujjon each

ftem is a fmgle flower, which fmells exaflly like Benzoin.

There is another plant, whofe ftem and leaves refemble thofe

of the preceding, which bears a bunch of yellow flowers, twelve

or fifteen in number, equally radiated, and very pleafing both

to the fight and fmcll. This flower is fupported by a fquamous

calyx. The root is a mafs of fmall fibres, all terminating at the

bottom of the plant.

Here are alfo two plants to be met with, which both produce a

red fruit : the fruit of one of them fo much rcfembLs a rafljerry,

that it is eafy to miftake it when feparated from the plant : its

tafte is fomething like th?/ of the mulberry, but much more

agreeable. It is a creeping plant, ftrikes root at each joint, and

has a fmall leaf like that of the yoke- elm.

The leaf of the other plant is rather hairy, fomething like

that of the mallow. The ftem which fupports the fruit is fo

little elevated, that a part of it is frequently under-ground. It

is fliaped like a mulbsrry, but of a lively vermillion : the feed is

dry and almoft taftelefs.

Amongft the herbage and heath, there grows another plant full

as remarkable as thofe I have mentioned. Its fruit is pleafing

to the eye, and agreeable to the tafte. It makes an excellent

liquor infufed only in brandy and fugar, as it has a very

grateful odour of amber and mulk, which would not difguft any

one who has even an averfion to thofe two perfumes, and would

be ii^finiiely pleafing to thofe who arc fond of them. The In-

dian- who inhabit the fouthtrn parts of Canada, prefer the

5 infufion
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infufion of this plant to the beft tea. They drink it both for

pleafure and heahh ; they fay that it cheers the heart, rcftores

and fortifies the ftomach, cleanfcs the brain, and communicates

a bahamic virtue to the blood. M. Duclos our captain, a Cana-

dian, and fome officers belonging to our frigate, who made a

confiderable ftay in that country during the laft war, aflured

me of this, and took great pains to provide a plentiful ftock of

it. They call this plant Lucet mufquL^. It has the delicate and

fweet fcent of myrtle. Its ligneous branches lie clofe to the

ground, creeping like thofe of the wild thyme, which this plant

refembles in its ftems and leaves, with this difference only, that

they are not quite {o acute. I never faw it in flower ; nor do

any of our officers remember to have (een it : but whatever its

flower may be, it is fucceeded by a fruit refembling that of the

myrtle, only larger when it comes to maturity. At firft it ap-

pears red, and moft commonly grows white as it ripens. It

then becomes oval, and is crowned with four green points which

expand themfclves like thofe of the pomegranate. It contains a

fmall quantity of feeds, like the Vitis Idaa > its juice is fweet.

Moft of thefe fruits are as large as that of the hawthorn, but I

have feen foine of the fize of a floe. See the plates.

Another plant whofe name and properties I am unacquainted

with, grows in fandy places upon the fea-coaft : but it is un-

common. Sufpe6ling that it might have fome virtues, which,

if difcovered, might prove of advantage to mankind, I gathered

the feed. The leaves of it, which refcmble the head of a blunted

fpear, and are nearly oval, are produced on a long ftalk which

rifes from the root itielf. They are more woolly than thofe of

tlie Vcrbafcum^ called Wgh-topcr^ or Mullein. Its flowers are yel-

low, radiated, difpofed in bunches, ajid fupported by a calyx,

which becomes round like that of an artichoke, and when the

flower is fallen, contains a long angular fred much like that

of endive.

We met with but one kind of flirub in that part of the

country which we vifited. It is found in moift lands, en the
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little hills through which the waters pafs in their defcent from
the heights. This Ilirub grows to the (iis of rofemary, which
it perfedly refembles in its leaves, :;xcept that they are fliorter

and rather fmaller. The flowers are white, much like thofe of

the Eafter'daify, or the daify of the fields. They are not ranged

in the form of ears like thofe of rofemary, but each flower is

placed at the extremity of each fmall branch, in fuch a manner
that the flirub appears intircly covered with them.

The flowers and leaves have fcarce any fmell j and the little

they have does not refemble that of rolemary." It is certainly

not the plant which Frezier mentions in his account of tlie

South Sea by the name of tlie P an Indian name, and
which the author of admiral Anfon's voyage aflirms to be very

comn]on at Port St. Julian, on the coalV of the Patagonians,

lituated in almoft the fame degree of latitude with the Malouine

Iflands, where the flirub I fpeak of is alfo very common : but

he fays, that it refembles rofemary and has the fame fmell. The
bark of this on the Malouine Iflands is greyifli, tolerably fmooth,

and the wood is yellow.

Among the (hrubs may be ranked a ligneous plant, which

commonly grows in fucb parts of thefe iflands as are fupplied

with frefli running water. At the diftance of fome paces it

might be taken for a fmall rofe-trec j but upon a nearer exami-

nation, the leaves, which come out in pairs, rather refemble

that of pimpernel. Jt is indeed rather longer, and its tafle

as well as the top which elevates the feed, bear fome affinity to

it : this top is oval, not unlike the outward coat of the chefnut,

or one of thofe red berries which the fweet briar or wild rofe

exhibits in autumn. This flirub has a creeping ftem, fometimes

an inch in thicknefs, and four or five feet in length. From this

item are produced branches eight or ten inches high, which are

terminated by the flower and the feed. I did not fee any of

thefe in flower, it being too late in the feafon.

The drier foils produce two or three forts of broom vvitii a

red fruit, which differ much from the European kind. They

have
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have all a refinous fmell. There is another pretty large plant

which taftes exadly like the young fhoots of the pine-tree, called

in Canada the Sapinette^ of which is made a fermented liquor of

the fame name, which is very wholefome. We tried to make
the fame kind of liquor with this plant : thofe who had been in

Canada affirmed that it had the fame tafte. We drank of it

fevreral times, and found it exceedingly good. It will be of

great fervice to thofe who may hereafter fettle in thefe iflands j

as this plant is to be found there in great plenty, and the

liquor that is made from it may be ufed inftead of beer. The
ftem and leaves are of a pale green inclining to yellow, and

may be clalfed with thofe creeping plants which have a round

ftem very pliant, and fometimes as thick as the barrel of an

eagle's quill, though oftner that of a goofe-quill. The leaves

come out in pairs on the fides of the branches, being faftened to

a very fliort footftalk, and are fhaped pretty much like thofe of

the gum-tree, which I have fpoken of before. This plant flourifhcs >

as well in low, as in high and dry grounds. The flower, which

is herbaceous, leaves behind it a white tuft fhaped like a loofe

brufli, and bears no fruit.

The leaves of the largeft of the two kinds of broom which -

produce it, are round, and of a wliitifh green ; they are crowded

in fuch numbers round the branches that they quire conceal

them. The fruit is of the fize of a pea, of a red colour, and is

tolerably well tafled.

The leaves of the other are placed in the fame manner round '-

the branches, but are fmallcr, terminating in a point, and are

of a very fine green. . The fruit has a kind of berry like that of

the hawthorn •, but its colour is a fine carmine : and it is fmallcr

than that of the lafl mentioned broom. The plant is likewifc

not fo large : it is pretty commonly found among the gum- trees,

between which its branches infinuate thcmfelvcs in fuch a man-
lier that yoji would take it for a brandi of tl.e fame plant,

though with different leaves fupporting ihe fruit.

This

ill '

'

ii

a:

m
5i i

u i.\

i

W,'



a^6 JOURNAL OF MY VOYAGE
This gum-tree forms but one green head, as its leaves do not

exceed each other in length more than the fourth pait of a line.

It requires a very clolc inQ)e6lion to diilinguifli them. Tlity

arc as it were glued one above another in the form of a rofe.

The flower fo nearly refembles the capfule which contains the

feed, that it may eafily be miliaken for it. This capiijle greatly

refembles that of the anifeed, but it is of a grev earth colour. I

have fecn ieveral of thefe gum-trees more than ten feet at their

greateft diameter, and from four to four and an half in iicight.

They are in general nearly circular j but the laigtfl: are fliaped

like a potatoe cut in two.

I have met with few remarkable fea plants except that which

our maiiners called Baudrcux. Its ftems rife to the furface of

the water, upon which they extend a great way, and are fup-

ported by means of a kind of bubble filled with air, from which

the fValk ot the leaf is generated.

Thcfo baudrcux are found in great quantities along the coaft,

and even a full league from land, in places from fifteen to

eighteen fathoms deep : fo that the ftem, in order to reach the

furface and extend itfelf fo far upon it, miift be twenty fathoms

in length. I once anuifed mylelf with taking meafure of one

which the waves had by chance b.oken off, and thrown upon
the furface -, I thought I Ihould never have kcw the end of it.

The roots of thefe baudieux, as well as the ftem of the plant,

are yellow, interwoven with each other fo as to form a large

bunch, which affords a flielter to the fineft mufcles, both of the

Magellanic as well as the fmooth and common kinds. Here are

likewife found purpura, cochleae, and feveral other ftiells. The
mother of pearl and fafciated limas live amongft the ftems and

leaves.

Thefe leaves are Vno feet and an half in length, and their

greateft breadth is four inches. They are of a yellow red, refem-

bling in colour the leaf of a dead tree which begins to rot.

Their fuperficies is uneven, as if the leaf was i^gured. See

the plates.

This



TO THE MALOUINE ISLANDS. 237

This plant produces thirty f^cms from a finglc root, which \i

faftened to the bottom of the fca by one cxtrcnnty, (haped hke

the broad end of a trumpet, or wide funnel. From this pro-

ceeds a buiidlc of roots or intcrtwiftcd (iems, among which

ftones and (hells of the kind I have mentioned are frequently

found. The leaves grow upon the ftem at intervals. A muci-

laginous and frothy fluid oozes from the flems, and affords

nuurifliment to t!ie niell-fi(li that adhere to them. When the

waves have diflodgcd thcfe bundles from the bottom, and thrown

them upon the fliore, and when the leaves becoming withered

by the aflicn of the air, and the rays of tlie fun, are fcparated

from thtm, our mariners call them Goetnon or Sea-grafs. If

one is not careful to take out the fliell-fini as foon as the fea

wliich has thrown them on fliore has ebbed, the fliells are not

worth preferving: the fun calcines them, dcflroys their fined

colours, and reduces them to lime, fo that they become friable

between the fingers. In order therefore to collecl- fuch of them
as deferve a place in the cabinets of the curious, thcfe weeds

mufl- be pulled up from the bottom of the fea with the drag, or

the flitll-fifli picked out from the weeds as foon as tlie fea has

thrown them on fliore.

The lepas, or patellte, of the Malouine Iflands are fuperior in

beauty to any in France. They r.re for the moft part oval.

The inner (urfacc exhibits the fini.ft mother of pearl ; the bottom

of the (oncavity is often lined with the red brown tortoife-flieil,

which appears to be gilt. The outward furface is ftriated and
channeled, the projetting parts are of a brown tortoife-flicll

colour, and the bottom is variegated with mother of pearl and
gilt tortoile-fliell.

I have feen fome that were three inches and upwards at their

greateft diameter. There are five or fix forts of th"m which are

more or lefs oval j in fome t;:e cavity is of a confulerable depth,

in others, though of the fame diameter, it is lefs deep by three-

fourths. I have fome in my pofllfllon an inch and an half

broad at their fmall diameter, vvhicli are not three Unes in

depth
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depth } and others an inch broad whofe cavity is an inch deep.'

The inner furface of thef ' moft commonly of the colour of fine

white porcelain, and the ottom of the cavity of gilt tortoife-

ihell.

There arc feme of this kind very large and beautiful, having

an oval aperture in the center of the top, white within, and
ftaincd with ftripes of purple and violet, which widen as they ex-

tend from the center to the circumference.

The fourth fort is by fome called Dragoon's cap ; the largefl:

aperture I have had an opportunity of obferving does not exceed

from nine to ten lines in diameter, and fix or feven in depth y

the outward fuperficies is grey, almoft fmooth, and has fome-

times ftripes inclining to brown j the infide is ufualiy of the

colour of the Ices of red wine with a little tin6lure of brown.

In many of thefe patellae the perforation in their convex part is

not placed diredlly in the middle, but rather towards one of the

edges of the greateft diameter. In one of them it is fituated as

near as poflible to one of the extremities. This patella is very

flat i its fliell is fo thin, that it requires great nicety and care

not to break it. The two furfaces are fmooth, and filvered over

when the external one is ftripped of its outward covering, which

is of a filemot colour. Here is likewife found r concameratcd pa-

tella which is fmall and white, both within and without ; I never

iaw any of this fort but upon the fliore, and they were always

without the fifti. To thefe may be added that fort which our

fcamen call Gondolas or Boats ; becaufe it refcmbles them in fi-

gure when the bottom is turned uppermoft : but their upj)er

furface is like the coat of the millepedes. It is compofed of eight

pieces, inferted into each other in luch a manner, that the fifli can

roll itfelf up, form itfelf into a round ball, and inclofe itfelf in

its fliell. A flefliy fubftancc runs quite round with rough hairs

three or four lines in length. The fliell is variegated with ftripes

or ftreaks of a fine bluifli green, a milky-coloured white, and a

darkifli brown.

J The
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The Malouine iflands abound with four kinds of mufdes ; the

common, the Magellanic, and two other forts which ditfcr in

Hiape both from the common and Magellanic. I have fcen

fome of thefe laft forts, the (hell of which was from five to fix

inches long, and three inches broad. Tliofe whicli are gathered

from the rocks left dry when the l-a retires, are common-
ly full of pearls, fome of which are pretty enough. Thofc

which adhere to the (hell, or are difperfed over the body of the

mufcle, nre of a violet blue inclining to black ; they are often

uneven, and bear a great refemblance to turnip-feed. The pearls

of the large Magellanic kinds are white, but feklom of a good

fize, and clear colour. They are likewife very apt to break in

attempting to feparate them from the fliell. Thofe which are

found on the body of tlie mufcle, are properly nothing more
than feeds. It is highly probable that thefe pearls proceed from

fome diforder in the fiih, as they are feldom found in mufclcs

which are conftantly wafhed by the fea-water. The want of

water, at a time when the fun darts his rays fiercely, undoubt-

jedly occafions an extreme thirH^, and a languor that impairs

them, and aeatcs an obllrudtion } from which thefe pearls are

:generated.

The fliell of one of the other two kinds of mufcles is white,

tranfparent, and fo light that the lead breath of air blows it off

the hand. The other, though larger, is of a very fhining red

brown gold colour, particularly when under water, and the fun

Alines upon it. When empty, it is fcarce heavier than the pre-

ceding one, for the wind alone throws it upon the fliore. See

the plate, &c.

The large and fmall Magellanic mufcles are of the whitenefs

of mother of pearl, divided by purple ftripes, adapted to the cir-

cular figure of the fhell. The coat which covers the external

furface is of a muddy brown : but when this is taken off, it dif-

plays a fine fky-blue veined with purple flripes. The channels

diminifli infenfibly as they approach the fliarp end, which is fine
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mother of pearl, and from which they proceed as from their

center. See the figure of thefe mufcles in the plate.

A great number of other different fliells engage the attention

of the curious upon the coad of thefe illands : foliated buccina.

fpinore buccina, fcrew fhells, of different kinds, Purpura, fafciated

Coclilecc, concamcrated Cochlcte, Nerita;, fmooth Chamae, ilriated

Chnm:c, Scollop fiiclls, Pei'tines, Echini, Sea-Afteriae, and a fpecies

of Concha, which our leamen call Gueulk deRayes, This laft Ihell

has not till lately been known except among the foffil (hells, and it

has been doubted whether it exifled in nature. In the fubfcquent

voyages made to the fame iOands, fo great a quantity of them
has been coilccled. that they have been diftributed among the

cabinets in Paris: fo that the only fliell of the kind which I de-

pofitcd, on my return, in the cabinet of the Abbey of St. Ger-
main des Pres, is no longer a rarity.

There are probably feveral other (hells along the coaft of the

main fea, which I have not had an opportunity of feeing, be-

caufe the place where we anchored was about fix leagues in the

bottom of the bay j and the fpot on which we pitched our tents,

and fixed our habitation was near two leagues farther. Through-

out this whole bay, I have ken no other kinds of fliells than thofq

I have defcribed : nor did we meet with any fifh befides thofe I

have mentioned, except fome white porpoifes, and feveral whales.

There are three kinds of amphibious animals very commonly
found on thefe iflands j fea-wolves, fea-lions, and penguins. I

have faid fomething of each of thefe } but ihould add, with re»

gard to the fecond, that the name of fea-lion does not fo pro-

perly belong to thofe I have defcribed, (and of which the author of

Admiral Anfon's Voyage treats pretty largely) as to another fpe-

cies, in which the hair that covei-s the back part of the head, neck

and fhoulders, is at leall as long as the hair of a goat. It gives

this amphibious animal an air of refemblance to the common lion

of the forefl, excepting the difference of (ize. The lea-lions of

the kind I fpeak of, are twenty-five feet in Irngth, and from nine-

teen to twenty in their greateft circumference. See the plate. \\\

other
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other refpefts they refemble the fea-lions, of which I have given

the figure. Thofe of the ftnall kind have a head refcmbling a

maftiff's with clofe ci opt ears.

The teeth of the Tea- lions which have manes, are much larger

and more folid than thofe of the reft. In thefe all the teeth

which are inferted into the jaw-bone are hollow. They have

only four large ones, two in the lower and two in the upper

jaw. The red are not even fo large as thofe of a horfe. I

brought home one J Jmging to the true fea-lion, which is at leafl:

three inches in diamctc;, and feven in length, though not one of

the largeft. We counted twenty-two of the fame fort in the jaw-

bone of one of i ife lions where five or fix were wanting. They
were intirely folid, an<? projcdled fcarce more than an inch, or an

inch and an half beyond their fockets. They are nearl) equal in

folidity to flint, and are of a dazzling white. Several of our fea-

men took them for white flints when they found them upon the

ihore. I could not even perlliade them that they were not reat

flints, except by rubbing them agair.ft each other, or breaking

fome pieces ofii^, to make them fenfible that they exhaled the fame

fmell as bones and ivory do when they are rubbed or fcraped.

Thefe fea-lions that have manes, are not more mifchievous or

formidable than the others. They are equally unwieldy and
heavy in their motions ; and are rather difpofed to avoid than

to fall upon thofe who attack them. Both kinds live upon fifh,

and water-fowl, which they catch by furprize, and upon grafs.

They bring forth and fuckle their young ones among the corn-

flags, where they retire at night, and continue to give them
fuck till they are large enough to go to fea. In the evening you
fee them aflembling in herds upon the fliore, and calling their

dams in cries fo much like lambs, calves and goats, that, unlefs

apprifed of it, you would eafily be deceived. The tongue of thefe

animals is very good eating : we preferred it to that of an ox
or calf. For a trial we cut off the tip of the tongue hanging out

of the mouth of one of thefe lions which was juft killed. About
fixteen or eighteen of us eat each a pretty large piece, and we all

L 1 2 thought

i: if, I

,i 1

1

4

Wi
! »

I (I

I

ill
r

ill

1 18' _



242 JOURNAL OF MY VOYAGE
thougbt it (o good, that we regretted we could not cut more
of it.

*Tis faid that their flefli is not abfolutely difagreeable. I have

not tafted it : but the oil which is extrafted from their greafe is

of gi eat ufe. This oil is extraded two ways j either by cut-

ting the fat in pieces and melting it in large cauldrons upon the

fire
J or by cutting it in the fame manner upon hurdles, or pieces

of board, and expofing them to the fun, or only to the air : this

greafe diflblves of itfelf, and runs into veflels placed underneath

to receive it. Some of our fcamen pretended that this laft fort of

oil, when it is frefli, is very good for kitchen ufes : this, as well

as the other, is commonly ufed for drelling leather, for veflels,

and for lamps. It is preferred to that of the whale : it is always

clear, and leaves no fediment.

The fkins of the fea-lions are ufed chiefly in making port-

manteaus, and in covering trunks. When they are tanned, they

have a grain almoft like Morocco. They are not fo fine, but

are lefs liable to tear, and keep frefli a longer time. They make
good flioes and boots, which, when well fenfoned, are water-

proof.

The Penguin is fo Angular an animal, that it is not eafy to

fay to what genus or fpecies it belongs. It has a bill like a bird,

and feathers J but they are fo fine and fo unlike common feathers,

that they have properly the appearance of hair as fine as filk,

even wlicn you are near enough to examine and touch them.

You can only be convinced ©f the contrary by plucking one of

them, upon v/hlch you difcovcr the barrel and feathers of a quill.

Inllead of wings it has two fins, which arc articulated in the

fame manner as tlie wings of birds, and are covered with very

fmall feathers which might be taken for fcales. At firft light it

aj^pcais to have notjiighs, and its feet, which are rough like thofe

of gccil', iicm to conv; out direclily from the body on each fide of

the tail, vviiich is iiotiiing more than a continuation of the fea-

thers, nearly in the fame manner as in ducks, but much fliorter.

The neck, the back, and the fins are of a bluilh grey, blended

through.
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throughout with a pearl-coloured grey. The belly down from

the neck is white. The old ones have a white ftripe round their

eyes mixed with yellow, which is not unlike fpeftacles. From

thence this ftripe extends on both fides along the neck, where it

is fometimes double, and pafling clofe to the fins, terminates at

the feet which arc of a darkifli grey, and have very thick toes.

Its noife is like the braying of an afs. Its afped and its motion

are different from that of birds. It walks upright, with its head

and body ere6l, like a man. At the diftance of an hundied paces,

you would take it for one of the children of the choir in his ha-

bit. The largeft of thofe we have taken may be about two feet

ten inches high.

They live among the corn-flags like the fea-wolves, and earth

themfelvcs in holes like foxes. They fuffer one to come fo near

them without ftirring, that one may kill them with a ftick. As
you approach them, they look at you, turning their head to the

right and then to the left, as if they made a jeft of you, and mut-

tered ironically What a fine fellow have we got here ! They fome-

times retreat when you are five or fix feet from them, and run

pretty much like a goofe. If they are furprifed and attacked,

they run in upon you, and endeavour to defend themfelvcs by

ftriking at your legs with their bills j they have recourfe to ftra-

tagem to gain their point, and pretending to retreat fideways,

turn back in an inftant, and bite (b liard that they take the piece

out, if you have nothing to i'ecure your legs. Tliey are ufuaily

fecn in flocks, fometimes to the number of forty, ranged in order

of battle, and eye you as you pafs at the diftance of twenty paces.

Their fle(h is black, and has rather a perfumed tafte. We ate of

them feveral times in ragouts, whicli we found to be as good as

thofe made of a hai-e. VVc took oii" il.e Iklns from feveral, with

a view of prelerving them, but they wcte lo oily that we threw

them into the fea : it was likewirc their moulting- fcafon. I

wrapped the Ikin of a young one in ftip.v', which is in very

good prefervation : I have depofitcd it in the cubinct of natu-

ral
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ral curiofities belonging to the Abbey of St. Germain des Pres;

See the Plate.

When they take to the water, and find it deep enough to cover

their neck and flioulders, they plunge into it, and fwim as quick

as any fifli. If they meet with any obftacle, they fpring four or

five feet out of the water, and then plunge again, in order to

purfue their courfe. Their dung exhibits oniy an exceeding fine

earth, of a yellowifb red, interfperltd with linall fhining points

like mica j it might be taken for the Lapis fortuitm.

As for the birds in thefe iflands, there are but few found upon
land. There is a flock of birds upon the fhore like fmall thrufhes,

of a brown grey, fo tame that they come flying almofl: upon
your finger. I killed ten with a fmall fwitch in lefs than half an
hour, without changing my place. They fcratch among the fea-

grafs which is thrown on (hore, and eat the worms and fmall

Ihrimps, which we call Puces de mer^ becaufe they are fkipping

inceflantly like fleas.

Blackbirds are likewife found here, and a kind of thrufh with

a yellowilh belly. They feed in the fame manner as the bird I

have juft now defcribed. We killed a kind of ftarling in the

fields, the upper part of whofe neck, back, and wings, is marked

and fpeckled almoil like thofe in France \ the bill is likewife

fhaped in the fame manner : but the lower part of the neck and

belly are of a very fine red, fomewhat inclining to a flame co-

lour ; this red is befprinkled with fome black Ipots. I could not

give a true reieniblance of it without making ufe of the minium

or led lead. See the Plates.

Here are great numbers of wrens like thofe in France, fnipes,

curlieiis and fea-larks : likewife a fmall bird, not often feen, like

thofe that hover about flocks of flieepj thcfe birds have all an ex-

cellent flavour.

Upon the fea-coaft is aimuft always feen a kind of duck, which

flies in pairs and fometimes in flocks : the feathers of its wings

are very fliort, and only fcrve to fupport it in running upon the

water, for it never flies. Its plumage is grey, its bill and feet

5 yellow.
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yellow. When it is not fhot dead, it continues its flight upon

the furface as long as the leaft breath of life remains. Its fleili is

oily, and has a fenny tafte : it was eaten however by our Ihips

companies when no buftards were given them. Thefe ducks

ufually weigh at leaft between nineteen and twenty pounds each..

We called them grey geefe, to diftinguifli them fiom the kind-

which affords that fine down of which muffs are made. They are

not better eating than the ducks; their flefli has even a difagreeable

fmell, which their oily (kin retains a confiderable time, tlioiigh

expofed to the air. This difgufting circumftance prevented our

making a collection of them. They may probably be of the kind

called Cahuitahu du Para.

The large feathers in their wings are of an iron grey ; the fmall

ones a mixture of green and gold, and vary their colour like

thofe of a wild duck ; the reft of their body is white. The arti-

culation of the wing is armed with a fpur as hard as horn, not

very fliarp, but rounded like a cone, and about half an incli long.

Their bill and feet are black. The ftrokes they give with their

wings in defending then>relves, are accompanied with fuch force

that they bruife the flefir where the blow lights. The burtaids

are likewife armed with a fpur of the fame kind. I received a

blow upon my hand from one that was even mortally wounded
with fhot. I ftlt a very acute pain for a full quarter of an hour>,

and the mark of the bruife remained more than two days.

The wild Ducks, wliich are here very common, are like thofe-

of France, but not near fo good j having, in general, the mde
of mufcles ; but the Teal and the Divers, which are no lefs nu-

merous, are excellcnr.

There arclikcvvifc found prodigious numbers of another fpccies

of Divers which are tolerably good, though they have rather z\\
^

oily talk. Our Teamen called them at tirft llecfics, and after-

wards Coyom and Nigmifs, becaufe tlicy fudercd themielves to be-

killed with ftones, not attemjrting to lly away unlcfs they were

hit. They afltmb!e in flocks upon the rocks near the fea-coafl-,,

fometimcs to the number of an hundred and upwards. Wheri*

we
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we went on fliore in the floop, fcvcial companies of them, con-

lilVmg of two or three hundred, palled only eight or ten feet

above our heads. There are thre: kinds of them -, all nearly of

the fame fizc. Some are quite black ; in others the fore-part of

tlie neck and all the belly is white : in the third kind, the belly

and breaft is white, and the reft black. Their bill, which is of

the fame length as their head, is black and fliarp, like that of

birds which are not aquatic. Their feet are of a dark grey and
webbed ; but inftead of four toes, they are only furnifhed with

three, which differ in fliape from thofe of other water-fowl. See

the Plate. Our feamen preferred them to w ild ducks ; and in-

deed they had not near fo di (agreeable a tafte.

Red-(hanks and fea-pies are very good here ; but the buftards

in particular are exquifite, either boiled, roafted, or fricaffeed. It

appeared from the account we kept that we ate fifteen hundred.

It is indeed hardly to be conceived, that the fliip's company of

our two frigates, confifting of an hundred and fifty men, all in

perfeft health, and with good ftomachs, fliould have found a

quantity of thefe biids fufficient for their fubfiftence during a

flay of more than two months, within a tradl of country not

ceeding three leagues.

Theft; are almoft all the kinds of animals we faw in that part

of the idand where we fixed our encampment, except two or

three kinds of fmall birds, fome of which refemble the Sifkin,

others the linnet ; and a kind of wagtail that has not fo long a

tail nor fuch darkifli flripes as thofe of France. There is like-

wife found a kind of white gull, and a carnivorous bird of m>.

fize of a common hen, with reddilli grey plumage. The peo-

ple on board called them grey gulls. They came very near ns,

and, when we were in purfuit of game, flew fo clofe to our heads

that more than once they fwept off the capt; and hats of our peo-

ple. They make a noife much like a duck j and though they

are water-fowl their feet are not webbed ; but they feize their

prey voracioufly, by means of the very fliarp talons with which

their toes are armed j and when their prey is either not large

enough
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enough to fupport upon the furface, or too heavy for tliem to

carry off, they tear it in pieces with their beak and talons, Hap-

ping their wings all the time. They fettle however up»n the wa-

ter, and remain upon it like ducks, but I never faw any of them

dive. Nobody thought it worth while to flioot them, conclud-

ing they would be very bad eating.

A fmall heron with a crown is llkewife found here, whofe

feathers are of an afli-coloured bluifh grey : the crown is com-

pofed of three white feathers three inches long, refembling in

(hape the crown of the peacock. Upon the breaft, round the

neck, under the wings, on the lower part of the back, and under

the thighs, there is a down, part white and part of a citron co-

loured yellow, at leafl an inch long, exactly refembling a piece

of the fined raw filk.

In the fecond voyage we faw fome paroquetes, and a kind of

fwan with a red bill, the whole neck being of a mod: beautiful

black, and the reft of the plumage white.

The climate and the air appear to be fo wholefome, that all

the perfons we left behind remained on the ifland of their own
accord, and live under the fame roof, in the apartments pi ovided

for them in the building ere£led near Fort St. Louis j where they

will fubfift as well by (hooting, as on the provifions with which

their magazine b plentifully flored for two years. One of the

two Acadian families which we carried over confifls of the huf-

band, his wife, two children, one a boy three years and an half

old, the other a girl about a year old, and of two young women,
fifters of the mother, the eldeft nineteen, and the youngeft

eighteen. The other family confifts of the huiband, his wife,

who is pregnant and ready to lie in, a fon four years old, and
the mother's fider, a girl of fixteen.

, There remain here all kinds of artificers, as fmiths, iron-

mongers, carpenters, joiners, mafons, bricklayers, flioemakers,

bakers, a captain of a fliip, failors, &c. The foil is very pro-

roiiing, and it is very probable that thefc artificers will make
M m good
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good ufe of the tools and feeds of all kinds that were left thctn,

and that this colony will flouriih, if the minidry make a point

of improving it. Befides provifions, we left kvK.T\ heifers and
two young bulls, eight hogs and two boars, a few flieep, a goat,

two horfes and a mare, which range about the country.

We faw no kinds of reptiles or noxious infefts here, only

fome finall common flies, fome fmall field fpiders called Spinners^

Tliere is no kind of quadrup .d except the fmall wolf or fox

I have mentioned. This will not be furprifing if we rc«

collect that travellers allure us, that no reptiles or infedts are

found in the fouthcrn part of Chili, which is pietty nearly

in the fame latitude with, and almoft oppofite to the Malouine

IHands. See the chart of the coaft which we made a furvey of

from our place of hnding on the three iflands, which we took

at firft to be the Sebalds, to the port or eaftern bay where we
anchored.

In the fecond and third voyages the (hips, in returning from

the fti sights of Magellan, failed along the fouthcrn coaft of thefe

iflands, as it will be defcribed in the extrad of the journals of

M. Alexander Guyot, and M. de Bougainville ; and they have

made a chart of it, which is given in the plates.

On Tuefday the loth of April, we perceived fcveral whales

and a great number of birds, among which were fome Petterils,

called Damiers, or chefs-boards, on account of their plumage being

chequered with black and white. The head and part of the

neck, likewife the tip and middle of the wings, are black ; the

reft of the body is not white, though it appears to be fo at the

diftance of piftol-fliot. On a nearer view you find that the

extremity of the wings is black j they have the appearance of

round fcales edged with black. It is of the fize of a large

pigeon. As we had now very fre(h gales, the rolling was fo

conftant and violent, that it was impoflible to keep the diflies

upon the table without holding them, and every perfon was

obliged to have his plate in one hand and his fork in the other.

Notwith-
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NotMrithftanding every poffible precaution, a foup-difti, fomc
plates and drinking-glailes were broken at dinner. Thefe rol-

lings were To violent in the night-time, that thofe who did not

lie in c^s or hammocks, could not reft in their beds.

On the 1 ith, the fame weather continued all the morning.

In the afternoon we faw feveral birds and whales. We were

flill fo exceflively rocked with the rollings, that it was almofl:

impoflible to keep the deck. We faw a quantity of birds, and

« very large whale, which accompanied the (hip for a confider-

able time, at the dillance of a mulket-fliot.

On the 14th, we faw a number of grey fea-mews, and fome

<^ebrante- Ueflfos.

From the 14th to the 24th, nothing remarkable happened:

but on this day, foon after feven in the morning, we faw a

flying fidi by fome called Adonis, but for what reafon I cannot

fay. There are feveral kinds of them. Some are diftinguifhed

by the colour, others by the length of their fins which ferve

them as wings. There is a third kind with four wings inftead

of two, which is the ufual number. None of thofe we caught

between the tropics had more than two wings, fome of a larger,

others of a fmaller fize. They were all of a fine deep blue,

filvered over on the back to half the breadth of their body, and

the whole belly was of a very bright blue, filvered over in the

fame manner. The largeft of them which fell into our frigate

was eight inches in length, including the head and tail. In

fome the wings were only two inches long, in others they ex-

tended as far as the tail.

Few animals have fo many enemies as the flying fidi. They
fpring out of the fea to efcape being devoured by thunnies, bo*

nitos, fliarks, &c. and in the air meet with birds that are

always upon the watch for them. They rife lb high above the

water that they ftrike againil the fails and flirouds of ihips

into which they fall : and this is the only way of catching them.

Their flefh is good and delicate. You fee them fpring out of
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the water by hundreds like flocks of larks, at which time their

wings make them appear white.

On the 25th in the morning, we pafTed the Tropic of Capri-

corn, and entered a calm and w" iimate. Accordixrgly laft

Sunday, which was £a(ler-day, we all put on our lighter

clothing.

On the 27th, we fpied land before us, and fleered N. E. 4 Nl
then direded our courfe fo as to pafs within half a league of

it. At half an hour paft fix we found by obfervation that this

land was the ifland of Afcenfion, which appeared to us as de-

fcribed in the plate. We computed its diftance at about fix

leagues. As we approached this ifland, it appeared to me to be

compofed of feveral rocks joined together, or of a fmgle rock

having different fummits, between which there was a little earth

or fand, covered here and there with fome he'-bage, which gives

a little verdure to the floping declivity which j uns down to the

fea on the fide towards the N. E. and E. N. E. At half an

hour pad nine, feveral of our people fancied they faw trees, but

on taking an accurate view of the whole with perfpe£tive glafTes,

we concluded that what had the appearance of trees was no-

thing more than broom or fhrubs. At the bottom of the de-

clivity jufl; now mentioned, you fee a kind of fandy flat, flightly

covered with verdure, upon the coaft and to the N. N. E. of

the ifland. At half an hour pafl eight, we were at two leagues

diflance or thereabouts.

At eight o'clock, we difcovered another ifland to the E. 4 N.

E. about fix leagues from the ifland of Afcenfion ; three fmall

illands ibon after appeared clofe to the laft difcovered one.

This ifland, with the iflets about it, might probably be

the fame that fome feamen paffing too far eaflward, and not

feeing the ifland of Afcenfion, have called Trinity ifland ; fince

many navigators pretend that the ifland of Afcenfion, and

Trinity ifland are one and the fame ; at leafl an ifland, and

three rocks or iflets, are found £. ^ N. E. of that of Afcen-

[nA\, as they are laid down in the charts. This ifland of the

7 Trinity
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Trinity will then be the largeft, or rather the largcft of the

four iflets I have been defcribing. Indeed the latitude in

-which Trinity ifland is placed, and the latitude of Afcenfion,

would not be found to coincide: but the charts^ which are

fo faulty in placing other iflands, may pofTibly be miflaken

in the pofition of thefe. The largeft of the iflets, which I

took for Trinity ifland, was feen by us at the diftance of five

leagues or thereabouts, but appeared lefs exienfive than the

ifland of Arcenflon, when obfcrved at the fame diftance. The
two iflets, or rokks, at firft view had greatly the appear-

ance of (hips under fail.

We paffed between thefe two iflands without altering our

courfe ; and faw nothing but deep rocks, feveral of which ap-

peared almoft perpendicular. We faw no inhabitants but

fea-fowl. As we coafted fo near the land, we fliould have

feen fome tortoifes if there had been any in thefe iflands. One
of thefe animals, a foot or rather lefs at its longeft diameter,

paflbd alongfide our frigate four days before: but we were then

at too great a diftance from thefe iflands to think it probablif

that it came from thence.

On Sunday the 29th, in the morning, we faw fome flying-fiflr,

fome birds called 'Taylor Birds, others called Frigates, and fome

Tropic birds, called Paille-en-Cult or otherwife iJi'de-en-Cul and
FStu-ert'Cul. The failors, who name things according to their ideas,

,

give the bird this name on account of the two feathers of its tail

which are very long. Some of. this kind, which hovered over

our fhip for a confiderable time« appeared to be of the fize of a

pretty large red partridge. The Tropic bird has a fmall well-

ihaped head ; its bill is about three inches long, pretty thick and

ftrong, rather crooked, but pointed and red like its feet, which

are webbed. The wings aje very large in proportion to the

body ; and indeed this bird dies very well and to a great height.

It makes excurfions three or four hundred leagues froF> laud,

fefts upoa the water, and lives upon fiflu

Ite

'
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Its plumage appears to be intirely white. Our fcamen who

have had a uear view of it alTure me, that it is variegated with

white and blue. The tail confilts of twelve or fifteen fsatheri

from five to fix inches long. The two middle ones, which are

from fifteen to eighteen, are joined in fuch a manner that they

appear to be one.

Some of our officers who had been at the ifland of Mauritius,

or the ifle of France, communicated to me a fingular obfer-

vation they made there, that the Tropic birds never appeared

in the port of that ifland, except on the very day, or about

twelve hours before the arrival of fome French vedel. Accord-

ingly, when one of thefe birds is feen, the inhabitants are in a

manner certain that a (hip will come into port foon after.

On the 4th, 5th, and 6th, we faw many flying fifli j and on
the 8th, a great number of porpoifes palled very near our veilel (

we endeavoured ;. harpoon them, but without fuccefs.

On Thurfday the loth, in tl)e evening, we caught a fliark,

faw a quantity of porpoifes, fome thunnies, and feveral bonitos.

On Friday the i ith, at fix in the morning, we caught a fliark.

We attempted to catch fome thunnies with the lofs of two

hooks, which were thicker than the barrel of a goofe-quill. One
of thefe thunnies broke two of them which were faflened to the

fame line. The bonitos would not bite.

On the 12th, we caught one porpoife among a prodigious

number, and a fliark } at three o'clock we caught a bonito, in

the belly of which was found a fifli called Cornet^ which it

had probably juft then fwallowed, as it was flill intire, and

preferved its natural colours. I immediately made a drawing of

it, reprefented in the plate.

The reader mull not form his idea of the fize of this fifli

from the figure I have given of it. In the opinion of the feamen

who frequent the South Sea, the Cornet is the largeft of all

/ea<fi(h. It feizes its prey by the afliftance of the moveable

claws at the end of its fnout. Thefe feamen likewife tefl us,

that faflening upon, and catching hold of fliips with thefe

5 claws,
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daws, it climbs along the tackling: that if it does this in the

night-time unperceived, its enormous weight throws the (hip fo'

much upon her fide that fhe is in danger of being overfet.

They accordingly take great care to keep a good look-out, with

hatchets, and other Iharp indruments to cut the claws of this

fiOi, as foon as they fee tliem faftened upon the fhip. Our
captain, and his brother Alexander Guyot, who have made
feveral voyages in the South Sea, confirm this account ; but add,,

that they never faw any of fuch an immoderate fize, that they

have tafted fome that weighed an hundred and fifty pounds,,

and had an excellent flavour. If one may judge of them by the

fmall one defcribed in the plate, they muA be very delicate.

The fcales of this fiih, which are a kind of (heath to it, as well as

the (ifli itfclf, were almoft tranfparent.

On Sunday the 13th, we continued to fee a great number of

porpoifbs all the morning, and a large (hark which would not

take the bait.

On the morning of the 14th, we faw feveral bonitos, thun-

nies, and a great number of flying fi(h, feveral 0^ which falling,

mto the (hip made an excellent di(h for dinner.

On the 15th, about four o'clock, we caught two thunnies, and

two bonitos with the harf n.^

The thunny is a fifli well known in the Mediterranean. But
whether the defcription which M. Valmont de Bomare gives of

it, in his diflionary of natural hiftory written on the plan of

Lemery's, is not cxaft, or whether the (i(h whofe figure I give

in the plate is not the thunny, or whether the thunny caught

between the tropics differs from that of the Mediterranean, it

dofs not i^ne with M. Valmoni's ilcfcription. In thofe we
caught, the fcales are neither large nor broad, nor the back of

a blackifh caft, but of a fine deep blue, which brightens infen-

iibly towards the tins, which are (haped like fcythes, and placed

near the gills. Thefe two fins, as well as the two fmaller at the

bottom of the belly, are of a very deep grey, or bluifli black

inclining to grey. That on the back, and the two on the belly,

fttuatcd

I

1



^54 JOURNAi. OF MY VOYAGE
jituated at about two-tliirds of the length of the body, are of a

jguld colour, as well as fome parts refembling the teeth of a faw

and extending from the Hns to the tail, which is arched. On
the outfide, their gills do not appear to be double. Their Tnout,

which is not thick, is pointed, and has fmall teeth that are very

iliarp. M. Valmont fays, that this fifh dies Toon after it is out

of the water. That which I delineated, lived near half an hour

hung up by the tail near the main>mafl. It would probably

have livfld much longer, if, by Hruggling to difengage itfelf, it

had not dii'gorged its heart, which fell upon deck in my prefence,

and on taking it into my hand continued its palpitation near

a quarter of an hour. In voiding it, it difcharged a great

jquantity of blood through its gullet, fome drops of which I have

reprefentcd upon the furface of the lower jaw. Its flefh is

fomething like, veal ; but drier and more firm.

The bonito is a large fifli : its figure from the head to three-

fourths of its length is round i from thence it begins to grow

flatter, and terminates in a pretty thick tail, which is forked,

and like that of other filhes. As it has little or no neck, it has

two fins which are pretty long, but not broad in proportion to

ihe bulk of the bonito. On the back is a fin, which, as it ap-

proaches towards the tail, feems to form there, as well as on the

oppofite part under the belly, triangular projections of a gold

xolour. On each fide are placed two other fins of a blue colour,

terminating in a point at the tail. Two finall fins appear

under the belly. The back is of a very deep blue, which grows

brighter towards the middle of the body. The belly is white

with a caft of greeniih yellow, and is variegated with feverai

Hripes of a greyifli colour, which Teem to be blended together

promircuouHy. The eye is large, and has a circle of gold round

the pupil. Its head is not fo long as that of the thunny. It is

inecclFary to lard it well, as its flelh is veiy dry. See the plate.

Thefe fiOi always appear in fhoals ; the fea fometimes feems

^o be intirely covered with them. They are caught with the

ipzar, 01 a hook baited with an artificial flying-fi(h. The fleOi

of
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of the bonito, which is taken on the coafts of the kingdom of

Angola, is faid to be hurtful; In the middle of the flefli of

fome we found fome live worms. They 'vere white, of the

thicknefs of the barrel of the feathers in a hen's wing, and about

four lines in length.

On the evening of the 25th, we again met with fome fea-

grals, which the feamen call Qoemon d grappes de rai/in, I have

already obferved, that the feeds with which it abounds are fmall

bladders, of the fize of the largeft fwan-(hot. They are not

colle£led into feparate ciufters, but difperfed over the ftems and

branches. When the (eeds grow dry, they dwindle to the fize

of a middling pin's head. The leaves which are very fmall,

almoft like thofe cf parfley piert, become brittle. Some of the

Items, and a great number of the feeds, are incruded with a very

fmall kind of (hell, or fpawn of fi(h, which is white and hard,

and when rubbed againft wood a£ls as a file, or the herb called

fhave-grafs.

On the a6th, in the morning, we faw fuch a prodigious

quantity of the fea-grafs I have been fpeaking of, that the fea was

almoft covered with it. Among fome large bundles of it, we
found crabs of different fizes, of a bright red, marked with brown

fpots. They have eight feet, and two claws. The body, or

cuirafs, is almoft fquare on the fide of the head. The eyes pro-

ject from the extremity of the two angles that form this fquare.

See the plate.

Several beds of this fea.grafs, fome of which were almoft as

broad as our veffel, and longer, pafTed clofe to our frigate. They
are faid to come from the coafts of the Canary Iflands j others

pretend that they are diflodged from the bottom of the fea. This

opinion feems to be the moft probable, fmce all the Canary

Iflands could hardly produce the prodigious quantity which ap-

peared for fourteen or fifteen days paft.

On the 31ft, in the morning, being Aicenfion-day, the we^
ther being calm, after faying mafs we feized this opportunity of

icraping and breaming the veflel. At four in the afternoon we
N n faw
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faw a fall which feemed to be fleering W. N. W. at the dlilinca

of about fix leagues. We loft fight cf it at night.

On Sunday, the 3d of June, the fea-giafs, which had not

been ften for a day or two, appeared again in large quantities,

and a whale, of middle fize played round the fliip a quarter of

an hour, at the diflance of gun-fliot.

A few days after we faw a bird, which our Teamen call Equiretf

and another called the tailor-bird hovered about our vellel.

On the 13th, we caught a fifli with our drag-net called

Grande Oreille. It refembles the bonito in every particular ex-

cept the two fins, which are fituattd near the gills. Thefe fins

are faiciforn, and are at leafl as large as thofe of the thunny».

^ts flefii is not fo dry.

On the 15th, at five in the morning, we- difcovered a fall

bearing N. W. of us, which appeared to fleer the fame courfe.

Upon this we clued up our fails, hoifted our flag and broad-

ptndant, and made a fignal by firing a gun. After failing as

near the wind as poflible, in order to wait for her, flie likewife

hauled the wind, and continued at two cannon-fliot or therc-r

abouts to windward. Concluding that they did not hear the

firft gun, we fired another to windward j when they difplayed

a flag of peace, and fired a gun. Perceiving afterwards that

they took no further notice, we hoifted the enfign with a waft;

which flie equally difregarded, and always kept to windward

nearly at the fame diftance. As flie failed at leaft as well as cur

fhip, flie doubtlefs depended upon her failihg. We refolved to

give over the chace, as it would have diverted us from our

courfe.

The French Captain could not make any proper excufe for clif-

obeying the King's regulations refpe6ting the marine, by which

every fliip belonging to the nation is obliged to bring to, when

a King's fliip gives the fignal by firing a gun, and hoifting the

broad-pendant on the proper maft, according to the rank of the

commander. Wc went flill farther, by hoifting the enfign with a

wafr, which is a fignal of diftrefs agreed upon by all civilized nation^.

This.
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This proceeding therefore, for this reafon at leaft, defervcs tlie

higheft cenfure ; and fets a very bad precedent. Hai^ we unfor-

tunately been in adlual danger, he would have fuffered us to

perifh before his eyes, without giving us that afTiftance which

the laws of humanity require in fuch circumftances.

The royal navy has ever been jealous of the trading branch.

Th .: former entertains prejudices which fet it above the feamen's

employment, and does not think practice neceflary to attain a

knowledge of it. The latter, inured to the hardfliips and fatigues

of fea, juftly concludes that to excel in the nautic art, requires

the praftice of a whole life. Hence that party-fpiiit of which

the ftate becomes the fiift victim, fince the liberty of the Reds, or

officers of the royal navy, occafions the fervitude of the Blues. If

we look into the annals of the lad war, we fhall find French

privateers whofe courage and intrepidity feemed to roufe the

winds to fight on their fide. Could it be believed that a Captain

of a vefTel (M. de L.) was a calm fpedator of an engagement

between a French fnow and an Englidi privateer, and contented

himfelf with commending the conduct of the Frenchman, who,

attentive to every particular, exerted every efibrt of fkill and per-

fonal bravery, to prevent the enemy from boarding him. In

fliort he faw her difmafted, and obliged to flrike, without firing

a gun in her defence. How eafy was it for the Commander of a

Ihip of the line well armed to flwe the brave Captain of the mer-

chantman, ?'nd to make himfelf mafter of the Englifli privateer

!

Jt is plain then that he remained inaftive only becaufe it is not

the mode to wafte any powder 10 promote the commerce of the

nation, or prote6l a privateer belonging to a good citizen.

It may be urged, in excufe for the conduct of the Captain of

the French trading vefTcl, in not bringing to even when we hoiftcd

our flag of diftreis, that having probably no nuore provifions and

rigging tlun were fufficient for his own ufc, he apprehended

that, if we fliould happen to be in want of them, we lliould

fcizc his ftores by force, if he ref'uCed to grant us a voluntaiy

fupply. This is an abufe too common in the royal navy, and
N n 2 has
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has given much offence to the trading branch : which,

finding .itfelf defpifed and ill-treated, is glad cf every opportu-

nity to retaliate i and 1 dare fay would take fome kind of plea*

fure in their deftru<5tion, in hcpes of being relcafed by it from
the tyranny they experience from th'; royal navy. It would b«
for the intereft of the ftate if matters were fo precifely i-egulated

by the royal authority, that no perfon of either party (honld

tianfgrefs the order on any pretence whatlbever, but fhould ho
punifhed with the utmoft feverity. While this animofity, per-

petuated by the contempt which the royal nafvy expreffes for the

trading branch, and by the abufe of its power, continues to

fubfift between thefe two bodies of men, the ftate muft unavoid-

ably be expoled to very great inconveniencies.

We are not difpofed to follow the example of others, nor i*

any one inclined to folk)w ours. This fpirit of fingolarlty, which

runs through all our conduct, . always tends to oiu* deftimflion.

Wc imitate the Romans, "'ho employed only their freedmea in

inaritimc ^airs, and confined the land fervice to the patricians.

The Englifh have better notions : among them the projfefllon o£

a failor is in great efteem } and is the nobleft of all the arts, be-

caufe it is exercifed by the principal nobility in the kingdom.

The French indeed differ from the Romans, not for the fake of

imitating the Englifh, but in order to gratify a number of inte-

refted individuals, whole opinion very improperly pafles for that

of the nation. In France the art of navigation is efteemed

a vulgar employment, though, the command of (hips of the line

is a pod of honour which can only be filled by a perfon who is

actually a man of fome family. Accordingly there is more pa-

fade than fcience or connection in our navy ; there is more fliew

than real fkill in our officers, and at the fame time their emolu-

ments are not adequate to their expences. In London, the idea o£

merit and reward is not regulated by fafhion and court-influence,

but by the good of the ftate. Nothing is regarded but merit in

a failor whatever his condition may be. If he is a good feaman

he is every thing, he is confidered as a ufeful man, is employed

m
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In honouraUe ftations, and is rewarded in proportion to his ier~

'nces. It were much to be wifhcd that we would think, or ra-

ther a^, in the fame manner. Virtue and merit ought to be

the foundation of true nobility.

This is *he fource of that fpirit of party which is a di%race

to the Reds, an injury to the Blues> and the misfortune of the

Fi-ench government.

The reader, I am perAiaded, will excuff this digreflion, as it

is di^lated folely by my zeal for the public good, and the love i

bear my country. It is certam, notwithftanding the rivahhip

fubfifting between the two nations, that an Engliih Commander
would have been fo far from adling like the French Captain, that

he would have made what halle he could to join us, and to give

us all the aHiftance in his power : which condufl ever ought to>

be obferved between all nations without diflin£lion. We went
up to and offered our aflidance to the Captain of a Dutch vef-

fel, we had met in Odtober lafl-, which had lod her mails.

On the 1 6th we faw feveral whales, and a kind of thornback»^

which our feamen call Rouet. We kept fight of the French

fliip before mentioned both yefterday and to-day : it continued

the fame courfe from the E. ^ N. E. at the diftance of about

three leagues from us, and we had proceeded about as f^r ia

our courfe.

On the 1 8th, at half part five in the morning, we fpied a iail

coming from the Eaftward. At eight it came abreaft of us, and
we (poke with it. It was the St. Paul de Grandville, Captain

Defveau, bound to Newfoundland.

On the 20th and 2 2d we faw feveral fliipsj and on Sunday
evening the 24th we fteered S. E. '- E. with. a gentle breeze from

N. N. W. to W. N. W. in order to obferve the land, which we
few at fix in the evening.

On Monday morning, the 25th, we heard the clocks of

St. Paul de Leon at feven, being N. and S. of the Ifle de Bas >.

we hoiiled our flag, and fiied a gun for a. boat to come:

2 t»
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to us, which foon arrived, and carried Meflls. de Bougainville

and I'Huillier de la Serre to Morlaix. The frigate proceeded to

St. Malo. At eleven at night we dropt an anchor oppofite the

tower of Cape Frehel, the beacon being about a league N. W. ^

W. of us.
.

'

On the 26th, at half paft three in the morning, we got under

fail, and about feven came to our moorings in Solidor, where the

veflfel was difcharged. M. de Bougainville having given the King

an account of our expedition, his Majefty ratified the takmg

pofleffion of the Malouine Idands, and immediately ifliied orders

for the Eagle to be got ready to return to thefe iflands.

OBSERVATIONS^
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OBSERVATIONS
O N T H E

STREIGHTS of MAGELLAN,
A N D ON T H E.

PATAGONIAN&

THE King of France having approved of the pofleirioH'

we had taken in his name of all the Malouine Iflands,

the miniftiy illued out orders for the fupport and im-

provement of the little elhiblilhment v\'e had formed there. The

Eagle fiigate was again fitted out, and M. Alexander Duclo3

Guyot, who had been fecond captain in the firft voyage, was

made firft captain in the fecond, with the brevet of lieutenant

of a frigate, under the command of M. de Bougainville. Being

informed of M. Duclos's fafe return to St. Malo, and defirous

of knowing in what ftate he had left the new colony, and what

difcoveries he might have made in the Streights of Magellan,.

I wrote to him to beg he would inform me of thefe particulars j

and received the following anfwer :

" I waited to know what fervice I fliould be appointed tcs

before I did myfelf the honour of anfwering your letter ; and

therefore begin by acquainting you, that we fliall fet out from

hence on the loth or 15th infant, for the Malouine Klands.

But I (hall firft put into the Madeiras, to take in wine, and

other refrcfliments. From thence I (hall proceed to Port Defire»

on the Patagonian coaft, to take a view of the. country j and

then go on to our colony, where after having unladen my pre

vificns,, and landed all my paflcngers, I fhall return to the.

StreightS;-

^1
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Strelghts of Magellan, to fetch a cargo of wood ; after which I

(hall wait for frefh orders from France. This is my deftination:

M. de la Gyraudais fets out from Rochfort, with a frigate laden

with provilions neceflary for the colony.

You defire an account of my laft voyage, which I (hall now
give you. We fet out from St. Malo on the 5th of Oftober

176J. We had in all on board the Eagle frigate 116 men, 53
of which were workmen, or officers going as paflengers to the

colony. Among the latter were M. de Perriers, a half-pay

captain of the regiment of la Sare; M. Thibe de Belcourt, a

half-pay captain of the regiment Dauphin; M. Denis de St.

Siiaon, captain adjutant of the colonies > M. THuillier de la

Serre, geographical engineer } M. de Romainville, lieutenant of

infantry and engineer.

For the firft fortnight, we had bad weather and contrary

winds. On Sunday the 5th of November, we had a profpef^ of

the Cape Verd IHands. On Monday we pafled by the iflands of

Fogo and Bravo. We did not meet with much florm in croffing

the line, any more than under the tropics j and on Saturday the

1 6th of December, we came within fight of the coaft of Brazil,

in 31 degrees 30 minutes South latitude, though we thought

ourfelves, as it commonly happens, ft ill wide of it, from a defeat

in the charts, which you know throw this coall too far back

weftward.

We ftayed afterwards fome time fearching for Pepy's ifland,

where it is marked in the charts, and in the neighbourhood,

without being able to find it. On Thurfday the 3d of January,

we had a profpedl of the Malouine Iflands, and made to land

at the Iflet, which in our firft voyage we called la Conchk. On
Saturday the fifth inftant, we failed in, and caft anchor at the

didance of half a mile from the mouth of the fmall bay of the

colony } where we found every body in good health. We con-

tinued unlading till the firfl: of February, when we were reai/

to fet fail. On Sunday the 37th, we had difcovered three veflels

coming from the Weft. On the 2d of February, feeing that

they
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they did not come into the bay, we fet fail for the. Stieights of

Magellan. The weather was rather changeable during our

palTage. On Tuefday the 12th of February, we had a profpefl

of Cape Lookout, on the Patagonian coa(V. After having tacked

about, wc found ourfelves within cannon fliot of a lurking rock

as large as our longboat, which we had a great deal of trouble

to get clear of, on account of the currents, and the roughnefs

of the fea. This rock is not pointed out in our charts. On
Saturday the 16th we obferved three veffels (leering the fanle

courfe that we did. On the 17th we entered the Streights of

Magellan, together with the three ihips. On Monday the i8tb,

one of the three fhips working to windward while we were at

anchor, flie flruck on a fand bank. The weather was very fine.

We font our boats to her affiflance, with an officer, with

anchors and cables $ but (he foon difengaged herfelf, and got off

without injury. We then found out that they were Englifli *.

On

• This was in reality Commodore Byron's fmall fquadron. The faiSl i? told

in the printed account of his voyage round the world, in the following terms :

" At four in the afternoon, the mafter of the ftorelhip (the Florida) came on
board the Dolphin, bringing a packet from the Lords of the Admiralty to the

Commodore.—He had likewife been feveral days in fearch of Pepys's ifland, but

was like us obliged to defift.—To our great furprize in the morning of tlie fccond

day, after we left the. harbour in company with the Tamer and (lorefliip, we
difcovered a ilrange fail, which indeed put us into no fmall condcrnatioii. I'he

Commodore was inclined to believe, that this fliip was a Spanilh man of war
of the line, who having got intelligence of our voyage, was come to intercept us;
and in confequencc of (hat furmife, boldly gave orders, that all on board the

Dolphin and Tamer fliould prepare for a warm reception, by Hring ail our guns,
and then boarding her from both (hips ; but while we were bringing to, and
waiting for her, we found it grew dark, and wc foon loft fight of her till the

next morning, when we faw her at anchor, at three leagues diftance, and there-

fore continued failing towards Port Famine. Wc however found that flie ftill

followed us, though at a great diftancc, and even cam: to an anchor when we
did. On the 20th we were chiefly employed in getting up our guns ; We foon
got fourteen upon the deck, and then came to an anchor, having the Tamer
aftcrn, with a ipring on our cable.

Thus bufily were we employed in taking all the meafures prud'encc could fug-

geft, to defend us from an imaginary danger j when an unlucky accident, which
Happened to the ftorelhip, (hewed that we haJ nothins; to fear, and that the

vefl'el, againft which wc were arming ourfelves, ought not to be confidered a* .in

O o cnCniy
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On Wednefday the 2otli, the Englifli anchored in Port Famiiif,

and we failed on till the 21 ft, when wc caft anchor at the

diftancc of five leagues from the Englifli, and called the place

the Eagle's bay, as it has no name on the charts. The next
day, being the 2 2d, M. dc Bougainville difcovcring a very fine

bay or port, at the diftance of one league and a half to the

South, we went there and faftencd the Ihip to four trees vciy

much under flulter, at the diftancc of a league from the French
bay. We called it Bougainville bay. We took in fome very

fine wood here and ftiipped it conveniently, by hauling on board

with a hawfer the wood cut upon the fliorc. We ftayed here

'.ill the 16th of March, it being all the time very fine weather.

On the 25th of February, two Englifii vcirds, going to the

South Seas, palled by us. On the i6th of March in the morn-
ing, after having left a Fiench flag, hoifted upon a hut,

and fcveral cloatiis, kettles, hatchets, and otiicr utenfils neceftary

for the favages, we fet fail. After having gone a league a calm

came on, and we caft our anchor in Eagle's bay. On the 17th

it being calm, M. de Bougainville met iume of the favages as

he was out a (hooting. He went up to them, and they appeared

very gentle. On Tuefday the 1 9th we fet fail again ; and on

the 20th in the morning, the wind being againft ns, w^
anchored in Port Famine. On the 2irtin liie morning, fome

of the favages calling out to us, we went up to them. They
cxprc(;'c(l a great defire of comiiig on board : wc therefore took

fix of them along with us, whom wc entertained, and who did

not appear to be much furprizcd. They are a fet of men much
like

enemy j for wliile tVic ftorcfliip was working to tlic windward, fhe took the fliore

on a bank about two Icngucs fioni our fliip. About tii'j fame time, the ftranpe

fliip came up with her, call anchor, and imniediatcly began to hold out her long-

boats, to give her afllftance. liut before they had come to the florcfliip, our

own boats had boarded her, and thv; commanding officer had received orders

not to let them come on board, but t;> thank them in the politeft manner for

their intended affidancc. Wc afterwards found this to be a French veflel j and

having no guns that we could fee, fuppofcd it to be a merchantman, who had

come to thofc parts for wood and water.—On the aift we got into Port Famine,

where we moored our (hips."
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like the Indians of Montevideo, having no other drcfs than tlie

ikins of Sea-Wolves, Guanacoes, and Vicunas j they appear very

poor, have no tafte for wine, but arc very fond of fat. Wc
drclFcd tliem in red cloaths, and gave them fevcral ncceOary

doiiultic utenfils ; we then accompaiiicd them to land ; crying

out all the way Five k Roi de France, which they repeated al'icr

us very well. We left a flag difplayed. They exprcflcd much
good-will towards us, giving us their bows and arrows. When
wc law them they were painted white, and in fpots, but as foon

as wc had given them lome red lead, not cinnaber vermillion,

they immt-'diately painted thcml'elvcs with it ; and feemed to be

fond of this colour. As we were returning to the fliip, they

faluted us witii Vive le Rci in French, having remembered that

exprcflion ; and then they hollowed after their own manner,

(landing all round the flag. As we got farther from them, they

railed their fliouts, and increafcd their fires.

This is nearly all I can tell you of thefe inhabitants of Pata-

gonia. We did not land on the Terra del Fuego. I believe

thefe are nearly the fame kind of people as thofe who crofs the

Streights, in their canoes made of the bark of a tree. The firfl:

time we faw them, they had kinds of hatchets ; but they took

care to conceal them afterwards, as well as their wives and

children.

At length, on Saturday the 23d of March, we failed out of

that famous flirsight fo much dreaded, after having experienced

there, as well as in other places, that it was very tine and very

warm ; and that three-fourths of the time the fca was per-

fectly calm.

It is remarkable that the fca tbbs as it enters on the northern

fide : we had a proof of this every day : in the mid<lle the

currents arc dirtinguiOiable, Ljt in the n.irroweft parts of

the entrance they are very Urong ; they run at Icaft two leagues

and a half, and link about four fathoms.

There is no wood at the entrance of the Streights, neither ori

one fide nor the other. There are nothing but immenfe plains.

O o 2 About
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About four and twenty leagues up the country, both on the

coaft of Patagonia, and on the Terra del Fuego, the woods
begin. Wc found very little game, and that much followed by
the natives, very little fifh, and in the places where we had
been, none of thofc beautiful fliell filh fo much admired.

At length we fleered our courfe in order to pafs to the South

of the Danicant iflands. On Tuefday the 26th, we came within

fight of land, which was the country to the Weft of the

Maiouine Iflands, about fourfcore leagues diftant from Cape
Virgin, which forms the entrance of the Streights. We afterwards

failed fifty leagues to come back to caft anchor in the port -, fo

that wc niiiy reckon that we had paffed by fifty leagues of the

coaft to the fouthward, which is not however its greateft length,

as there is a ftreight whicii divides the North and South lands

witliout any woods. On the 29th of March we caft anchor in

the fame place where we did before, having almoft always had

line weather. We unladed our wood, and on the 27th of

April wc fet fail for France, leaving 79 perfons in the Maiouine

lllands. Our pafTage was rather tedious, by reafon of the calm

weather which obliged us to put into harbour, on account of

the few provifions we had remaining, having left as many as we
could behind us. On the 18th of July we put into the harbour

.at Angra in rhe ifland of Tercera, wliere we fupplied ourfelves

with plenty of tvery thing, having found there all we wanted.

On the 25th we left this harbour, and on the 13th of Auguft

arrived at St. //lalo.

St. Ma!o,

4ft September, 1765.

I am, SIR,

Your very humble Servant,

ALEXANDER DUCLOS GUYOT.

I was
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I was not at Paris when M. <le Bougainville returned, being

gone to Montbrifbn in Forez. He fent me the following letter,

which M. (le Bougainville dc Nerville his coufin, who was left

commander at the Malouine Idands, had commiHioncd him to

deliver fo me. It was accompanied with a letter from him,

which I ihall give at the end of this.

If I had thought, Sir, you would have had the complaifance

to go and keep my mother company in her folitude, I fliould

not have omitted mentioning you to her, and defiring that

favour of you. She fays fo many handfome things of you, and

you fpeak fo well of her, that I have reafon to conclude you

equally fatisfied with each other. I am very glad to find that

her company is fo agreeable to you, and at the fame time am
much flattered in thinking myfelf fometimes the fubje6l of

your converfation.

1 fliall now fay fomeihing to you about our fituation. I

liave nothing particular to tell you about the winter we palled here.

It has not been feverej for there never was fnow enough to

cover one's fhoe-buckles, nor a fufficient depth of ice to fupport

a (lone as big as one's fifl: : and if it had not been for the rain,

which runs through our tents as through a fieve, we fhould

liave had very little occafion for fire, which we were now obliged

to make in order to dry ourfelves. You would not have known
our colony again had you returned with M. de Bougainville. In

the firft place you would have found us all very fat, the air being

very healthy. You would have found all along the place where

we live a fine walk of fmooth even ground, and upwards of

twenty feet wide ; a new magazine raifed again upon the border

of the fea j a fort completely repaired placed on a level, with

platforms made with flat ftones under the cannons j a new pow-

der magazine, a bakehoufe, and a forge. By the account we
kept, we killed above 1 500 buftards in the feafon j for there is

a time when they leave this country and go away to other parts,

except a few fliraggling pairs whofe eggs we never could find j

but only their young ones which were always fix in number.

7 One
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One brood of thefe was brought me, and was taken care of

by one of our hens as her own. I was in hopes of fending them
to France, but fince my coufui*" arrival here, they have expe-

rienced a number of evils, ^ud have ar length all pct^ilhed by

the niifchievous tricks of the fliip-boys who came to land : fo

that I nuifl: put this off till another feafon. We have made the

difcovery of a bird much more beautiful than the buftard, which
is a kind of fwan, as large and as white, but whofe neck is as

black as jet, and his bill red. We have not been able to kill

any of them, as they are extremely wild. By other difcoveries

whicli I have made in the illand more than twenty k'agues to

the Weft, it appears that the part we dwell in is detached from

other adjacent iflands, or joined only by an Ifthmus. Wc may
perhaps come at the true knowledge of this by means of the

If Sooner which is to be left with us. The ftudy of natural

hidory, which we have not neglcded, has furniflied us with

feveral of thofe conchie called Poulettcs, or Gui'idc dc Raye.

There are few of thofe you fent me the drawings of to be

found in good prefcivation. The Patellae, you know, are com-

mon here. We have great expe(5lation from our agriculture,

our kitchen garden having fucceeded very well. With regard to

the corn, it produced in the dry land fome beautiful ears j but

tiiey were fine only in appearance, having no grain within

them. Our lands having been yet unfown require a longer

time for cultivation, and muft even be improved with good

dung. Wc have not a fufficicnt quantity of beafts to make any

trials with tiicm. Four of our heifers and our three Iiorfcs are

always in the open field ; and we have never been able to catch

them again, but their wandering difpofuion has made us ac-

quainted with one of the great advantages of this country :

which is, that canle may remain in all fealuns, iliy and night,

in the open fields, without being in Wa.-.r '>f either pallurc or

litter. We often meet with one or other of them when we go

out a fliooting ; they are as fat as hogs, and their liberty fecms

to agree very well with them. I return you many thanks for

I the
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the trouble you have taken in executhig my comtnifllons, and

have received the things. I am making, up a cheft of the (hells,

feeds, and ftones of this country ; if you happen to be in the

way when my coufni arrives he will fliew them to you. They

fay you have put a fliell into the cabinet of the Abbe of St.

Germain, which is the only one of its kind. If that fliell has

been found here, be fo kind as to fend me a drawing of it.

From the Malouine Iflands,

25th of April 1765.

DE NERVILLE..

The following is M. de Bougainville's letter.

I am at laft returned, my dear fellow-traveller. At my arrival

I found I fliould not be able to fee you, which gives me a great-

deal of concern. Be aifured that no one interefls himfclf more

than I do in every thing that concerns you ; and that I would

have given any thing in the world, if you would have accom-

panied me in the fecond voyage. We have made an alliance

with the Patagonians, who have been fo ill fpoken of, and we

have found them neither taller, nor even fo wicked as other

men. I fend you a letter from my couiiv., who has behaved

admirably well. None of our people have ever been feized with

a fever. The winter has neither been fevere nor long, and the

eflablifhment fucceeds very well. I brought t! ...1 this year my

fiiip full of the fineil: wood in the world, which I had from

my friends the Patagonians. I liave not at piefent time to

enter into any more particulars, having not a moment to lofe.

I believe I am going to be fent into Spain, to fettle fome things

with that Court relative to our new eilablilhnient. I beg you

would let me hear from you,

Paris,

Auguft 26, 1755.
and am, kc.

DE BOUGAINVILLE,

M. do

1^'
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M. de Bougainvil.'e was fent into Spain and fettled matters

between that Court and the Court of Fra' ce, relpe6\ing tiie

ceflion which the latter made to the Spaniili of the Molouine

Ilkndsj and M. de Bougainville fet out from I antz in J 766, on
board a French frigate, and went to Buenos Ayres, tak> :g a

Spanifii Governor from thence, and fome troops of tlu iame

nation, to put them in poIJelTion of ihe aforefaiu iflands. Before

he went away, he communicated to me the oblci viuions he had

made on the Streights of Magellan, togeihe, w -' corre(5l

chart of thefe Streights, which is among the , hvj, uj well as

a chart of the Eall:, North, avid South coafts of the Malouinc

Iflands, which they had paflxd by in going and coming back

through thcfe Streights. By this chart, one can judge only of

the extent of the Malouine Iflands to the North and South, the

weilern part not having yet been difcovered. The Englifli who
fettled themfelves in 1765 at Port Egmont, fituated more to the

Wefl: than the French eilablifliment, may hereafter give us fome

informations with regard to thofe parts yet unknown.

M. Alexander Dudos Guyot, and M. Chenard de la Gyrau-

dais, having communicated to me the journals of their voyage

they made together to the Streights of Magellan in 1766, w'\h

leave to make extrafts from themj I have thought neceflar 1

3

give thefe to the public, as well on account of the ufefi:' ^ rJ' ".

vations they contain relative to currents, the nature of , k b-*,

and the coaft:s which form the Streights, as to fettle <'"

doubts of many learned men and others* upon the real exiilenc<u

of the Patagonian giants.

Exti a£l of the journal of M. Alexander Duclos Guyot, Lieu-

tenant of a frigate, on board the Eagle frigate, in the Streights

of Magellan, in 1766.

On the 24th of April, we fet fall from Acarron bay :,i' 'he

Malouine Iflands. On the 26th, one of the Sebald iflwKL .hat

lien
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lies moft to the North Weft, bore S. W. _'. S. of us, diftance

40 miles.

On the 28th in the moniing, we (avv a great quantity of

whales and piiir?;uins. At noon Cape las Barrcras boi'e Weft

of us ni le lca;^ues.

On tic tirfc of May, at half an hour pall feven, we pLcered

W. S, W. in order to have a view of the land of Patagonia. At

nine o'clock, beaiing round the bank which is at tbe entrance

of the Streighto of Magellan, the fea was changed, its waters

being like thofe of r. river made muddy by rains.

On Saturday the 3d of May, at eight o'clock, Cape Virgin bore

N. N. ~ N. VV. three leagues and a half, or four leagues. The

nioft weftcrn part of the Terra del Fucgo S. W. .'. S. Cape

Santo Spirito S. S. E. Cape Pofleflion W. S. W. I think

there are not lefs than (even leagues from one point of land to

another at the entrance of the Streights.

On Sunday the 4ih, at break of day, we were about four

leagues S. E. of Cape Pofleflion. There is a ridge of rocks and

a fand bank near Cape Orange. It extends a great way, fo we

were obliged to coaft the land of Patagonia. Here we faw a

fire upon the fliore, and drawing nearer to it perceived fome

men on horfeback, and many others on foot. When we came

cppofite to them, they called out to us, but we did not under-

lland their language. We anfwered them with fliouts, and

hoifted our flag. Five of them followed us about two leagues

round the coaft, but night coming on we loft fight of them.

They leemed to be good horfemen, managing their horfes well,

which we/e very atS^lve.

We haruly perceived any currents in tiie narrows, where it was

almoft a calm. Tliis entrance in its narroweft part is a full league

over. At five o'clock in the evening, we ancliored in Boucaut

bay, in nine fathoms and a half water, with a bottom of

rotten flielU.

ill
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REMARKS on the TIDES.

IN the laft voyage, I had obferved, when we came into the

firft narrows, that the tide was coming in, and I reckoned it

the beginning of flood. I did not iiowever perceive on the

1 ;c that the lea rofe corifiderably j at which 1 was the more
Iluprifed, as all failurs agree in faying that it does ; neitiier was
the fliore v.ct, as it generally is when the fea rttiies. On
coming cut we were two hours and three quarters making
fevcn or eight knots, without getting on half a league. When
the current diniiniflied, and we had failed half-way up the

Strtight, I perceived on its banks that the water had juft fallen

at leall: four fatlioms perpendicular. This obfervation induced

me to imagine that when it is flood the fea goes out on the

northern fide ; but on the contrary, when it is ebb, it comes in,

anil bears to the '
- uth.

When wo went along Cape Orange, we perceived a very ex-

tenfive flat fandy fliore, which we took for the open fea at

C( niing in, being concealed, as all the ridges and banks of Cape

Orange are, which we could not fee. This confirms me in my
opinion, which is contrary to the fentimtnts of all thofe who
have failed in tliefl Streights before me. This day tlie tide was

coming out, and was againfl: us for fome time ; neverthelefs

the tide was very high when it began to bear to the South.

Then all tiie banks and ridges were concealed, as well as the

flat fl:rands and fliores which we had ken wet wlun we came

out. I oblerved, that the tide bore in till nine o'clock. The fea

had then fallen four feet perpendicular : afterwards coining out

again it rofe three fathoms s thtn there was a little inteival

withiTit any ftream, notwithltar.ding which it flill rofe one

fathom : afterwai'ds tlie (ea took its courle again, when it neither

nor fi" while wc went tuo-thirds of a league in an hour.rof^

It
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It afterwards fell without anycuiTcnt; which made me think

the ciirrcins were not regular -, and that in bays, the turn of the

tide is caufed by the fwell. I fufpend the determination of this

point, till it is coniirmed by farther oblervations.

We perceived about three o'clock in the afternoon, that the

fea began to enter into the rfarrows, the Moon being 26 days old ;

which would make the fituation of the narrows E. and W. fo

that it would be high water there at twelve minutes paft fix

o'clock on the day of new and full moon.

On Tuefday the 6th, the favages appeared about nine o'clock

in the morning, and were kindling a fire on the fhore by the

fmall river Baudran. We hoided our flag, and M. dc la Gyrau-

dais his broad pendant. Afterwards we both put our yawl and

lonsfboat to fea with men armed with muflcets and cutladcs. In

M. de la Gyraudais's longboat was an officer with prefcnts for

the favages. In my yawl, we had i'cvcn failors anrl three ofiicers

undei the command of my brother. At eleven o'clock we faw

them land, and fome men on horfeback who received them ;

which appeared to me a good omen of peace. Nothing parti-

cular happened till twelve o'clock.

My brothers account vi^as, that the favages, who are natives of tiiis

country, were not the fame as thofe we law lafl: year in Savage

bay, and that they Ipoke a different language. There were fix

men and one v^^oman who had but fix horfcs, each guarded by

a dog who never leaves them.

They received our people very well, coiiiing up to them to

fliew them where they fhould put into tlie Hiore and land.

They did not ajii^ar furprifcd nor (hew the Icall fga of emotion.

We meafuied the (hortclt of them, and my brother found him

5 feet 7 inches high Ficnch mcafure. The rcil were confi-

derabiy taller. They were covered with the Ikinsofdcer, gua-

nacoes, vicunas, otters, and othr'- animals. Their arms are

round ftones, whofe ends are lengthened out an! pointed. The
round part is fixed to the end of a ftring compofed of feveral

narrow ilraps, twiftcd and interwoven into a round form like

P p 2 the
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the firing of a clock, and making a kind of fling. At the other

end of the ftring is another flone in form of a pear, not more
than half as biy as the other, and appearing as if it was wrapt

up in a bladder.

They ui'e thci'e weapons chiefly to catch animals ; at which

fport they are v^ry dextrous, as they fli'jwed our people by an

experiment made in their prefcnce. They have alio other flings

nearly of the iame kind of conftru(ftion. Thev manage their horfcs

with great dexterity, and have a kind of faddle, very much like

that we ufe for packhorlcs. Thefe faddks are made with two pieces

of wood, covered with leather and fluffed with ftraw. The bit

of the bridle is a fniall flick, and the reins are twilled as the

firings of their flings. They wear a kind of bulkins or half

boots, of Ikiu with the flivag on, and two pieces of wood fitted

to each fide of the heel, joined together in a point, wiiich ferve

them for I'purs. Their bieeches are very (hort drawers, much
refembling thofe of the fwages of Canada, and are of a very

good cut. It is evident they have had fome intercourfe with the

Spaniaids, from their having a very thin two-edged knife, which

they place between their legs. Their bulkins are made like thofe

of the Indians of Chili. They pronounced fome words which

were either Spanifli, or derived from that language. On point-

ing out the perfou who feemed to be their chief, they called him
Capitan. \Vhen they wanted to fmoke and alked for tobacco,

they faid Ckupau.

They fmoke in the fame manner as the inhabitants of

Chili, throwing out the fmoke by their noflrils ; and are ex-

tremely fond of a pipe. While they were fmoking they cried

Buenos, flriking themfelves upon the bread.

We gave them fome new bread, and fome fea-bifcuit, which

they eat vi'ith great appetite. The prefents we made them con-

fifled in fome pounds of that red which we call vermilion : and

fome red woollen caps, which however not one of thtm cuuld

put his head into : thcfc caps though very large for heads of a

common
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common fize, were ftill too fmall for them. We alfo gave them

fome bedding, Come hatchets, fome kettles, and other utcnfils.

My brother put his pocket-handkerchief round the neck of

the chief; who having accepted of it, immediately loofened his

girth, made of ftraps twiftcd together like the girth of a faddle,

having at each extremity a ball of ftone half inclofed with

leather. There was alfo another flons fixt to the middle of

the belt, and a whetftone. He gave this belt to my brother,

and faftened it round his vvaift, exprefiing much friendfliip for

him. We gave them to underftand ws were going on much far-

ther in the Streights, and they made us comprehend by figns,

that they would go to bed as foon as the fun did, fliewing us

at the fame time that they would lie down, and making a noife

as if they were fnoring in their fleep.

As foon as our boats had quitted them and got out to fea,

they mounted on horfcback, and dire6led their courfe towards the

place to which we had made them underftand we were going.

They feem to be crafty, bold people, being more inclined to

receive than to give. They wrap themfelvcs up in beafts Ikins

fewed together, as the Spaniards do in their clokes. Our people

killed fome partridges j faw fome wolves, foxes, and a great

number of rats, but nothing curious.

On Thurfday at noon we caft anchor under the low lands of

Cape Gregory, in 25 fathoms of water.

After dinner we put our yawls to fea to go a fifliing and

fliooting. They came back in the evening without having

taken or killed any tliiiiq;, cxcepthig one mangy vicuna, which

M. Gyraudais Ihot. There are numbers of vicunas in this

country, which is vtry beautiful. Our people faw a great quan-

tity of foxes, wolves, and rats, and met with fome few thickets

of yellow wood, but no water.

On Friday the ninth we let fail at day-break. At ten o'clock

we got into the fecond narrows, and fteered our courfe in order to.

pafs between the iliands of St. Elizabeth and St. Bartholomew.,

We afterwards anchored at 1 1 o'clock in the bay of (Jape Noir,,

i

,u
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its point bearing N. N. W. 5 degrees N. where the wood begins

to appear.

In vifiting the woods \vc found none but what was fit for fuel,

and fomc yellow wood. The loil appears pretty good as well

as tlicbay; into whicli we might have advanced much farther,

the bottom being even : at 8 or 9 fathom of water, a fine fand,

and mudtly nearer the land. In this bay one may be under

IheUcr from the N. N. E. I)y tl.e W.
Vie took in fifhing only one large Cornet, fomc Gms-dos,

witli a golden fifli, which was a kind of fmclt. Our flicoting

parties were much lefs fortunate. By the great quantity of

biiftard's excrement we found fcattered about in tlie bullies,

we imagined, that tliat bird nuift be very j)lcntiful heie in the

feafon. There is no frelh water here ; but there is a lake at the

diftmce of a mile from the bottom of the bay.

On Saturday the loth, at four in the morning, the fea run-

ning eaftward, fell twelve fathoms perpendicular. This appears

contrary to all my fore-mentioned obfervations -, but it might

proceed from fomc crofs title.

We continued along the coaft of Patagonia, and found by

our foundings the depth of water increafe to 35 fathoms, muddy
bottom, as we advanced towards the South. The coaft is Iiere

alfo bordered with finer wood, which is found in greater

quniitities.

H;ivi:;g failed feven leagues in this direction, we came to the

opening of a fmall bay, where we met with a point, even with

tiic lurfaec of the water, and extending half a league out.

We had'fcarce failed one quarter of a league, after finding no

foLuulings with a hundred fathoms, when all at once we met

with no more than feventeen fathcns depth of water, and a little

farth.r on, only eight fathoms, tlien five, then four and a half,

with a fmc fandy niiuldy bottom. Soon after the depth in-

creafai to five and twenty fath ms. It is to be oblervcd that

it v.as h;i;h water. Peihaj'S the (halloweft of thcl'e places

would nut have been covered at low water. There is no

wood
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wood upon this point, which is about fevcn leagues from Cape

Noir i and the bank is one league South Eaft of this point.

This bank is not marked on the charts of tlie Streightsj although

it is very dangerous, being in the middle of the bay 1 which I

imagine to be that called Frefli water, by its dlftance from Port

Famine. There are two fmall rivers here, and fome very fine

wood ; and it anfwers exactly the defcription given of it by the

Englifiiman, who named it Frelhwater bay.

We anchored foon after in Port Famine, which we founded,

and found it good in every part. One may coaft St. Ann's point

at two cables length without danger, if forced to it by the wind

;

the lead depth of water there is five or fix fathoms, which in-

creafes gradually to twenty-five at the dillancc of a quarter of

a league : but one mufl: not anchor here, becaufe the bottom is

rocky, and there is a ftrong current. At the South Weft of this

point there is a bank one cable's length from land, which is not

three feet under water at low tide.

When the wind will allow of it, it is better to keep out a

full mile froirt St. Ann's point, on account of the current j and

left there fliould ftill be fome lurking rocks under water, whiclx

may have tfcaped our notice : one may caft anchor in eight or

ten fathoms water, rather towards St. Ann's point, than towards

the South J for here che depth of the fea fuddenly diminiines

even at high water, as well as in tlie bottom, where, at

low water, there appears a ihallow, uncovered for more than a

quarter of a league.

On Saturday the
1
7th, we founded the frnall baya to tiie North of

St. Ann's j-uiat, u here we founH fome banks, extending far out..

On Sunday the i8th, v.c / • after dinner all our carpenters

on Ihore, to cut fome wood for burning and building ; which

was tiie reafon of our being fent here, as well as to fetch away

feme tiees for planting.

On WeuntHlay tlie aSth, M. dc la Gyraudais being laden and

ready, let fail at ({^\^:i\ in the morning to return to the Malouine

lllan-Js.

6 On

MMMWI
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On Friday the 30th, in the morning, I perceived fomc favagcs

upon tlie Tandy illand, which forms the South tntianci-tf the

bay where we had left them the year hefore. I v%ent to thcni,

and knew them"* to be the fame favagcs. They were two and

twenty men, without women or boats. Having no prcftnts to

give them, and not being able to make them comprehend nic,

1 embarked a'lain.

On Suiuhiy the ifl: of June, early in the morning, tlic favagcs

made feme figns to us ; but the bad weather j)rcventtd uy from

coming to tliem. They made us luidtrftand, that they vvillied

we fliould get into the river with our yawl.

On the zd, two of the favages appeared at thi* bottom of the

bay, calling out to us in their lan;j;uage. I fent an officer

in the yawl, to alk them if they would come on ' m!. On the

arrival of the yawl they fled towards the river oning us to

follow them. The officer thought it more pru... ^.ot to do it,

and came on board again. At eleven o'clock we liaw them come

out again in fix canoes. They crolied the bay, pafllng within

muiket-fhot of us, but would not come on board : they went

and landed in a little creek under St. Ann's point. As I had

put fix men in this place to cut fire-wood, and the favages were

very numerous, I immediately armed the yawl and the longboat,

and went to meet them. At my arrival, fome of them were

employed in building their huts ; others were filhing for fliell-

fi(h, mufcles, patellae, fea-urchins, crabs, bucinna, taking all

thefe only from the rocks. Notwithftanding this they have nets

made with cat-gut.

After having renewed the alliance made laft year, I diftri-

biiied prefents among them, confifting in fome pounds of ver-

milion, fome woollen bed-cloaths, fmall looking-glalFes, chalk,

knives, fome clokes, a hatchtt, bread, 6cc. They would not

talle any wine. I did not chufc to oiler theiri brandy, left their

acceptance of it might be attended with dangerous confequences.

Their company apj)caied to conlill of twenty- fix men or boys,

and forty women and girls, among whom were a great number

of



I

8TREIGHTS OF MAGELLAN. 279

of young people. The Chief of them is called Pacha-chui. He
it diftinguiHied from the red by a cap of birds fkins with the

feathers on. When he receives any vlfits he puts it on his head,

which is, no doubt, meant as a mark of his dignity. The pre-

fence of the men, who fecmed exceflively jealous, obliged the

women to affume an appearance of great modedy.

I queAioned the Chief as well as I could about his religion.

He gave me to undcrftand, at leaft I thought I comprehended

by his fjgns, that they neither worfliip the fun, moon, men, nor

animals, but only the heavens or the whole univerfe; this he

repeated feveral times, always lifting up his hands joined toge-

ther over his head.

Daring this time they continued throwing upon the fire,

without any ceremony, all the wood cut down by our people.

This obliged me to fend my fix men to cut wood at a greater

diftance from thefe favages, to avoid quarrelling with them.

They exchanged with our people fome bows and arrows, and
fome necklaces of fliells in return for cloaths. I then left them,

and invited them to come on board. Four of them accepted

my invitation. I made them dine with me, and entertained

them in the beft manner I could. They preferred bacon to every

thing elfe. Their defert was a candle to each, which they de-

voured with great eagernefs. When dinner was over, 1 had
them dreffed from head to foot, and gave them fome trifles with

which they appeared very much pleafed j and then fent then;

to land.

In the afternoon I returned to the huts of the favages. The
Pacha-chui came to meet me, and made me a prefeiit of a kind

of flint to ftrike fire, like thofe which are found in Canada, ap-

pL'aring to te a marcalite of yellow copp'.r. He afterwards

diftributed the prcfents I haJ made them in the morning.

One of them was continually muttering; I alked him tlje

reafon of this. He gave nie to underhand tliat he was f*>rig

his prayers, by pointing up to the heavens as the Pacha cliui

had done in the morning. Tiiis feemed to imply that they wor-

Q^q lhi|'ped
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(hipped fome diviiiuy, but I could not comprehend what the

divinity was, nor u'lder what title he was adored.

Both men and women have no other drefs than the fkins of
fea-wolves, vicun.is, guanacoes, olters, and lynxes, which they

throw on tlieir flionlders. Moft of them are bare-headed. A
lird's Ikin with the feathers on, covers their private parts. The
men call tiienifclves Pach-pachcve; the women Cap-cap. They
taught me thefe names by fliewing me firft their pcrfons, and
afterwards the parts which diftinguifli the fex. Both men and
women are thin. Their canoes are ill-bui!t, in comparifon with
thofe of the favages of Canada. The women are the perfons

employed in rowing and fifhing. They have a number of dogs,

refembling foxes j which they call Ouchi -, and their canoes,

Sborou,

It is to be obferved, that tlie morning tides are alwaj's equal

every morning j rife very little in open fea, and are only as the

neap-tides.

On Wednefday morning the 4th, the favages made no fcruplc

of burning five or fix cords of wood, which our people had cut

down, but they afilfted in bringing the rell on board.

At noon the Pacha-chui came on board our frigate, attended

by eleven men. I niade him dine with m., and gave tlie orhus

fome bifcuit, and a piece of tallow j and for their drink three

pints of the oil of fea-wolves. They ate and drank all up with

a mofl: excellent appetite. I afterwanis die (led the Pdcha-chui,

and giving fome trifles to the others, icnt tliem all on flioi'e.

On the 6th, all the favages, pleakd with the reception I had

given their comrades, came in four canoes to pay mc a vifit.

But as they had large fires in tlicir canoes, I would not fulTer

ibcm to come on board, at wh'ch th?y itemed difplealcd. I

ordered them funic bifcuit and oil ; r.nd after dinner lent them

back without giving them any rci'Jbn lor it.

On Sunday the 8th, the favages bcgnu to be troublcfomc :

they ftole fevcral hntchclr, for.r.' proviiions, ami cloaths from us.

As they feemed inclinable to ihtft and fraud, I took the refo-

I lution
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lution to let nobody lie on fliore, and to fubniit to the incon*'

vcnience of having all the utenfils and tools brought back

every night.

On Monday the 9th, the favages ftole again fome harpoo)is,

hatchets, iron-wedges, and mauls. I complained of this to the

Paclia-chui, and defued our tools might be returned, but to no

purpofe. I tlicn gave them to underftand, that if they perfilkd

in tliefe praftices, we fliould treat them in a different manner.

Their boat, which had crofl'ed the bay laft night, now brought

them a dying man, about forty years of age, who was exceed-

ingly emaciated.

In the afternoon, our wood- cutters reprefented to me, that

they lort a great deal of time in coming back to lie on board,

and then returning in the morning to the wood : they therefore

aflced leave to lie on fliore. I confented to this, defiring them at

the fame time, to treat the favages mildly if they came to vifitthem.

For this purpofe, I placed a difcreet perfon at the head of

tliem, and with him his brotiier, a. man of a mild difpofition,

and who, from being ufed tq live among the favages of Canada,

was in fonie meafure acquainted with their manners : and after

recommending it to them to keep a ftri(5l watch left they ftiould

be furprized, I returned to the fliip.

On Thurfday the J2th, about four o'clock in the morning,

we lieard fome noife among the favages. Three of their canoes,

with a great number of women in them and f^me men, came
up to our frigate. I gave them fome pieces of bread, and fome

oil of Ica-wc'^es, the grcaleft part of wiiicli they put into a

kind of b!ai!'i(.r tiicy had brought on purpufc, and drank off the

rcH-. I world not fuflcr them to come on board, on account of

their bVmg ib much addi(5led to tl.clt, and bccaufe tlicy had got

laigc {ires in their canoes. This day I obfeivcd, contrary to

the common cuflom, tiiat the men were not paiiited : only fome

few of thcia were painted black, which gave tliem a very fright-

ful . ppcarancc. 1 he women were all i"pjt;t\l with black, having

their faces and necks bloody, as if they had fcratchcd themfelves

Q^q 2 with
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with tliorns. Two of their canoes doubled St. Ann's poinS

going to the North.

On Sunday the i5tli, in the morning, I went to pay a vifit to

the favages. Not feeing the fick man, I alked them what was
become of him; they made me comprehend he was dead. The
cries we had beard on Thurfday morning were probably the

marks of their mourning. They feemed all very much afflified,

and were all painted black, contrary to the ufual cullom ; and
the women appeared fcratched all over, as if they had been torn

with pins. I obferved that they fliewcd much regret for the

dead man. I alked them by figns what they had done with him.

They anfwered me only by lifting up their hands to heaven,

repeating the fame figns feveral times, in order I fuppofe to

make me underftand the deceafed was there : from whence it

may be conjeftured that they believe in a future flate. They
would never tell me what they had done with the dead body. I

am inclined to think they had tranfported it in one of their

canoes, with which they had doubled St. Ann's point. I diftri-

buted fome bifcuit and oil of fea-wolves among them.

On Monday the i6th, I perceived two canoes of favages

coming towards us, and all the reft going out of the bay. I

put myfelf into our yawl, taking fome bread and oil along with

me. When I came near them, I made them a fign to. follow

me to land which they did very readily. I gave them the bread

and oil. They broke up their camp, and thofe who ftaid be-

hind were gathering up the remains of it. They made mcr

underftand that they were going to live at the diftance of a league

from that place, in one of the fmall bays to the North of St.

Ann's point, becaufe the fneil-filh became fcarce in the place

where they were. The Pacha-chui was in one of the two boats,

and was coming with an intention to thank me, and to apprize

ine of his departure.

I then ventured to afk him, if any of his young people would

come away with us, making him underftand as well as I could,

that I would bring him back in a twelvemonth. He anfwered

by
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by figns that he confented, and immediately prefented one of

them to me, who Teemed fatisfied. We then left each other, and

I brought away my young favage with me, to put him on board.

I drefled him, and entertained him as well as I could. The Chief

went out of the bay to join his troop.

On Tuefday the 17th our favage feemed to be pleaffid with

us } and even looked contented and chearful. About ten o'clock,

feventeen favages coming by land from a fmall bay which lay

North of us, and where they were encamped, paid a vifit to

their companion. We went to meet them, taking him along

with us ; and I gave them fome bread and oil for their breakfaft.

As we were going back, another of them alked leave to come
on board to rtay v/ith his comrade. As the offer was voluntary

I took him along with me.

Towards fix o'clock in the evening, I perceived that our two
favages were fo melancholy as even to (hed tears, and that they

were conftantly looking towards land. I was not at a lofs to

find out the caufc of this uneafniefs; and thought it natural

that they - ift on refleftion regret the refolution they had taken.

Notwithft.il ^ig my defue of bringing thcai away, in hopes

that I might attcrwards receive fome uilful information from

them, I determined iw lend them back, and reftore them to that

liberty which they certaiiily imagined they had loft. I made

them get into our yawl, and had them c iiidu6led back to land.

They cxprefled much joy when they cann- on Ihoic, and defued

they might go to their families.

On Wednefday, at 9 o'clock, they came to a(k for fome bread

and oil. I ordered fome to he diltiibuted to them, and having

alljfted in loading our longboat, tli< went back to their firft

encampment. At four o'clock ii ae afternoon they left us,

making me underftand that they were going to reft, becaufe the

moon, which they call Sercon was up ; but that they would come

beak, and bring with them the two young men who had been

on board of us. When we got back to our fliip, we heard two

guns hrc; the fignal agreed upon between us to call for help, in

culc

)
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cafe we (hould be attacked by the favages. I then fufpefted that

our people were engaged jwith them. I immediately had our

boats armed, and fent them to their afliftance, but it was too late :

the victory was aheady gained, and the favages routed when we
landed. The affair happened in the following manner

:

Twenty, or fix and twenty favages, as we were told, came
down fecretly and filently through the wood behind the work-
fliop } and three of them entered fuddenly into the hut where

our people were, wlio thinking that the favages feemed to have

fome mifchievous defign, placed themfelves at the entrance of the

hut to hinder the reft from coming in. They then attempted

to force their way, and not fucceeding fell upon our men,

fome attempting to feizc their legs, in order to throw them
down, and probably to bind them, being provided with large

ftraps in foim of flings, having at the end a dart about fix inches

long, made of a jagged bone ; the reft beat them with large flicks.

Our people, though they were furprizcd at fo fudden a declaration

of war, were not difcouraged. They feized their cutlailes, and

exerted themfelves bravely againft their enemies, deftioying as

many, of them as they could ; by which means they threw the

favages into confufion and routed them : our people however

were but fcven againft twenty-five : three favages remained dead

upon the field of battle, exclufive of the wounded ; three of our

people were wounded j the mafter carpenter received feveial

blows upon the head with a ftick } another was dangeroufly

wounded in the h-.ul with a cutlafs ; and his brother was cut on

the hand with t!ic fame inftrument, which has quite difableu

him. The wounded were dreficd as foon as they came on board.

One of the three was aftervvaids trepanned.

On Friday the 20th, in the morninf^,- 1 fent the longboat to

fetch away the timber, and to bury the three favages in the fame

grave. Ai*er having raiftd the ground to a certain height, we
placed their Ikins or cloaks, with their fliocs on the top, that the

other favagei might find out the place where their c'ead com-

panions lay i and that they iliould not think we had eaten them

;

which
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vrhich perhaps they might do, if they were unable to find the

dead bodies.

On Sunday the 2zd, we were at the entrance of the narrows

;

and at eleven o'clock we faw feverai fires on the low lands of

Cape Gregory. In coafting thefe, we difcovered about 90 or

100 men, moft of them on horfeback, who followed us to the

place of anchorage $ thinking, without doubt, that we fliould

anchor there. But I was prevented by the wind blowing frefh,

and the vveather being favourable for failing out of the Streights.

We made twelve leagues fmce morning, the favages making

figns to us all the while. At nine o'clock in th? evening we
cleared Cape Virgin, and left the Streights.

J

Remarks made in 1766 in the Streights of Magellan, from Cape

Virgin to Cape Rond \ by M. de la GyraudaiSt Lieutenant of a-

Frigate, at prefent Captain of a jire-JJjip.

CAPE Virgin is of the fame height as Cape Frehel, in the

road of St. Malo, and has the fanir form. At two leagues

and a half weflward, it fends forth a low point, which extends

a league out at fea to the South, with a ridge of rocks, which

IS covered by the tide at two cabks length from this point; and

againft which the fea breaks with great violence. This ridge is

not maikcc' ujjon the chart of the Streights, any more than a

bay in vvhitu we anchored. The coaft is rather high and found,

from Cape Virgin to Cape Polkflion. One may fail along it at

the diftance of half a league without any danger. Poilcllion bay

is large. It flielters fliips from the wind, ironi the W. S. W.
to the N. E. pafling by the N. It may eafily be known by M.
tie Gennes' plan, which is accurate in the uiitanccs, and the

bearing of the lands j except with regard to Lion's iiland, wliich

he doLS not place fufficiently to the W. S. \Y. by one league and

a half at I'.ail. Over Pofl'elliou bay, tiiere is a large cape, and

td
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'to theS. W. of this, four fmall hummocks iltuated near each

other.

From this bay till one gets beyond the firft narrows, the coafl:

is low and found on the (larboard flde going in. After this

comes the bay Boucaut, formed by the firfl; narrows, and Cape
Gregory which is pretty high. Two leagues in land there is a

mountain, running N. E. and S. W. and a very high even land,

which is feen a long while before one enters the firfl narrows.

After pafling the fecond narrows, the land rifes, and there are

feveral hollows from this to St. Elizabeth's ifland j and from

thence to the main land, which mufl be coafled as near as pof-

fible, particularly on the flood ; becaufe the tide throws with

prodigious force againfl St. Bartholomew's idand. The pafTage

is between thefe two iflands to Cape Noir, which is high } and

where there is very convenient and good anchorage, called by

M. de Gennes, Frefhwater, though it is not fo. Here we begin

to find wood. Frefhwater is fix leagues beyond, in a creek, the

(larboard point of which is very low, and where there is no
wood. Here in founding acrofs we had no ground at fifty

fathoms. Two minutes after we faw the bottom, and at four

fathoms fine grey fand. We followed this bottom a quarter of

a league farther, taking care to keep rather wide of it. I

would advife not to go nearer to it than the diflance of two
leagues. From thence to Port Famine the land is high, as it is

alfo to the bay of Cape Rond,

Ohfervations on the terra del Fuego fide, from the entrance of the

Streights.

FROM the fide of Cape Virgin, to two leagues and a half

within, the land is high and found. Here there is a very

low point, extending one league out at fea S. E. and N. W. To
the N. and S. of this point, and one league wide of ;c, is a flioal

bottom;
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bottom. The coaft afterwards forms a hollow, not to be (esn

but in fine weather, as far as Cape Orange, which makes the

entrance on the lai board fide of the firft narrows. Here is a

ridge of rocks which covers at high water, and extends N. E.

S. W. to the diftance of two long leagues from this cape. From
hence to the fide of the fecond narrows, the land forms another

hollow ; and from the fecond narrows to the fide of Cape Rond,

the land is very high, and forms an appearance of four hills.

Between thefe poffibly there may be fome bays. M. de Gennes

has not marked the two low points of land, placed before, and

on this fide of Cape Rond, at one league and a half or two

leagues didance.

ExtraSi of the Journal of the fame M. de la Gyraudais command'-

ing his Majeflys Pinkt fEtoile, going from the Mahuine Iflands

to the Streighls of Magellan,

I
Believe there is a greater diftance between the Malouine

I.lands and the mi. a land of Patagonia, than is marked
upon the charts; for the Eagle fcnH herfelf by her reckoning

eighteen leagues ahead of the fhip, as well in going as in

coming back. We founded frequently, and found fixty fathoms,

mixed bottom, with white corai, and a gun flint, which was re-

markable enough. Here we faw fevcral whales, fome fea-larks,

larger than common, fome pinguins, divers, petterils, ofpreys,

and large gulls.

From the twentieth to the firft of May we had fhick weather,

which hindered us from feeing land, when we were more than
half a league diftance from it » the fea feemed agitated as if we
had been in a race. The water was here difcoloured at eight

leagues from the fhore, but more fo at the mouth of the Streights.

At ten, the weather clearing up, we (aw land, diAiance four

R r leagues.
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leagues. By our reckoning we Aiil found the Malouine lilands

farther ofF from the main land, than is lain down by our charts.

On the fifth infVant, about four in the afternoon, we faw a

fire on the coaft of Patagonia. Upon coming nearer, we faw
feven men with their hories. We could not difcern whether

they were naked or clothed. When they perceived that we had

got beyond the place where they had made their fires, they fol-

lowed along the coaft, mounted upon their hories, and dogs

after them. Seeing that we continued our courfe, they

ihouted, but we could not comprehend their meaning. The
wind and tide being in our favour, we lolt fight of the Pata-

gonians and pafled the fiift narrows. It was a league and a half

over. Between five and fix we anchored in the bay Boucaut,

at three leagues from Cape Gregory, with ten fathoms water,

muddy bottom of land and fmall fliells, at the clift="ice of a full

league from the land. One flioulcj not caft anchor 'efler depth

of water ; for the fea fell three or four fathoms in the night-

time. The coafl: is well laid down in M. de Gennes' plan.

From the 6th to the 7th, in the night, we again faw fires on

the Patagonian coaft. At eight o'clock this fire was of one fide

of us, and we diftinguilhed fome Patagonians on fliore, by

means of our fpying glafles. The Eagle and myfelf put out our

yawls to fea, and fent them with fifteen men well armed, inclu-

ding the officer, to the fpot where we faw feven of the favages.

They paid our people fome compliment in their own language.

Our feamen could not underftand them ; but imagined

their faces and behaviour exprelfed a fatisfadion at feeing us.

After the firft compliments, they condudled our people to tlieir

fires.

Here they examined the Patagonians at their Icifure, ajid

found them to be men of the higheft ftatuje : the leaO; of them

was five feet feven inches (French menfure), and of a bulk beyond

the proportion of their height, which made them appear lefs

tall than they are. They have large ftrong limbs, and broad

facts 5 their complexion is extremely tanned, their forehead high,

their

1



---
T"^ «-,-»-. nnrr •

STREIGHTS OF MAGELLAN.- 289

their nofe flat and broad } their cheeks are full, and their mouth

large } their teeth are very white, and well ranged, and their

hair black. They are ftronger than our Europeans of the

fame fize.

The words they pronounced were, Echoura, Chaoa, Didon, abi^

abit obit Cbovetj, ^Jcallif, Machan^ Naticorit Pito. Tliefe were the

only words our people could gather, while they were warming

themfelves at their fires.

M. de St. Simon, an officer, who by order of the miniftry

embarked with us for the Malouine Iflands with prefents for the

natives, acquitted himfelf extremely well of his commiflion. He
gavo them fome harpoons, bludgeons, bedding, woollen caps,

vermilion, and in fliort every thing he thought would be moft

agreeable to them. They appeared very well pleafed.

They are clothed with the (kins of guanacos, vicunas, and

other animals, fewed together in form of fquare clokes which

reach below the calf of the leg almoll to the ancle. They have

a fort of bufkins or half-boots, made of the fame fkins, with the

ihag on the iniide, as it is alfo in their clokes, which are ver/

well fewed together in regular compartments, and painted oti

the outfide with blue and red figures, bearing a refemblance to

Chinefe charaders. The figures however are almofl all alike,

and divided by flraight lines which form forts of fquares and
lozenges *. They have fomething like hats ornamented with

feathers, much in the fame manner as ours. Some of thefe hats

rcfemble very much the Spanifli caps.

Several of our people went a fhooting at fome diftance, where

tliey killed a few partridges, and faw fome carcafes of vicunas.

R r 2 • The

* M. de la Gyraudais received as a prefent from thefe Patagonians, when he
Ttfitcd them at his return to the Malouine Iflands, feveral of their clol:es, fome
of their weapons, fome flings armed with ftones, and fome neclrbcds of fhells

from their women. He brought them to Paris, and gave part of them to M.
d'ArbouIin, who haJ fome of them prefented to the King, and kept the red;. I ex-

amined them at leifure, and although I am rather more than live feet feven inches

(French meafure) one of thefe clokes thrown on my (houlders, (as the Pata-

gonians wear them) trailed on the ground at lead 4 foot and a half.
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The country they went over is uncultivated, barren, and dry^

Tliere is nothing but heath upon it, and very little grafs. The
horfes of tlie favages feem to be very bad, but they manage
them with great dexterity. The Patagonians made fome prefents

to our people who were returned from lliooting. Thefe were

round (tones, of the fize of a two-pounder ball. They are placed

in a ftrap of leather, faftened and fewed to the end of a firing

of catgut twiftcd like a rope. It is a kind of a fling, which they

ufe very dcxtcroufly for killing animals a hunting. On the end,

oppofitc to tliat which fixes the round (lone, tiiere is another

flone placed, half the fize of the former, and clofely covered all

over with a kind of bladder. They hold the fmall fione in theic

hand after having pafled the cord between their fingers; and

then making a turn with the arm, as in cafling a fling, they

throve the weapon at the animal, whom tluiy can reach, and kill

at the dirtance of four hundred feet,

Tiie complexion of the women is tolerably clear, for they are

much lefs tanned than the men, yet they are proportioned to

them in fize. They are alfo dreflcd in a cloke, wear bulkins,

and a kind of fmall apron, which only hangs down half the

length of their thighs. They certainly pluck out their eyebrows

for they have none. Their hair is drefTed in front, and they

have no hats.

Thefe Patagonians are ignorant of the paflion of jealoufy, at

leaft there is reafon to think fo, from their encouraging our

people to handle the breafts of their wives and daughters, and

making them lie promifcuoufly with them, when I paid them a

vilit on my return to the Malouine Iflands.

Wc gave them bread which they ate, and fome tobacco for

chewing and fmoking. By their manner of ufing it, we faw

plainly it was no novelty to them. They would not drink any

wine. When we had been five or fix hours with them, they

grovv more familiarized. They were very curious, fearched our

pockets, were very defirous of feeing every thing, and examined

us wiUi attention from head to foot.

We
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We mounted their horfes, which were equipped with bridle,

ikddle and Hirrups. They ufe both whip and fpurs} and Teemed

fatisfied and well pleafed to fee our people ride their horfes.

When I had a gun fired for fignal to bring our people back,,

they (hewed not the leaft emotion or furprife. When we went
away they entreated us much to (lay with them, giving us to

underftand by figns, that they would fupply us with food, and
though they had nothing to ofier us at prefent, yet they foon ex-

pelled fome of their people to return from fporting. ' We an-
fwered them alfo by figns that we could not pofTibly ftay j and
that we were going diredlly to a certain place, which we attempted

to point out to them,, endeavouring at the fame time to make
thenj comprehend that we wiflied them to bring us fome oxen
and horfes. We know not whether they underllood us.

On the eighth, having fet fail from Bay Boucaut, and anchored
under Cape Gregory, we went a (hooting on (hore, and the foil

appeared the fame as on the laft fpot. After we had walked
about a league, we met with two herds of vicunas, each confid-

ing of three or four hundred, of which we could not kill more
than one with a mulket charged with ball. I alfo (hot a Stink-

bingfemy which 1 left on account of its ofFenfive fmell. I like-

wife fired at a wolf, but all thefe animals are very wild, and will

not fu(Fer any one to approach them.

At half pad fix in the morning of the ninth, we got under
fail in very pleafant weather. M. de Gennes in his draught lays

down the fecond narrows Eaft and Weft corrected by the globe,

but he has marked it two points too mudi to the Weft. I
would advife to keep the Patagonian (hore till you come to the

North and South of Elizabeth's iiland j on account of the ftrong

tide which runs upon St. Baitholomcw and Lyon iflands, and^
upon fome flioals lying off thofc iflands. We coafted clofe to

Elizabeth's ifland, till we came to Cape Noir, where we anchored;

in eight fathoms water, fandy and muddy bottom, with broken:

fliells..

Eiom!
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From Friday the ninth to the tenth, we kept along the Pata-

gonian fhore, at the didance of a league and an half. The
coaft appeared woody, but on the return of our boat we were

told the wood was not good for much. Being near a low point

we founded, and no ground at fifty fathoms. An inilant after

we faw the bottom, which was Tandy, and at four fathoms

water : this obliged us to haul off.

From the loth to the nth we had much wind, and fo^^gy

weather, with a very rough fea. As we were no more than five

leagues from Port Famine, I determined to go and anchor there.

The Eagle followed us, and we foon had reafon to be pleafed

with this refolution, for a quarter of an hour after we came to

anchor, wc could not difcern any ob)e£t at the diAance of half

a cannon- fhot from us> and the wind flill continued blowing

very hard.

From the nth to the 12th, the fog and rainy weather con-

tinued. Having walked round the bay, we met with fomc tlac

wood, and difcovcred a very rapid river, on the larboard point

of the mouth of the bay. This Aream makes the fea as dirty

and as turbid, as a river overflowing from abundance of rains.

On the water- fide there were feven or eight huts belonging

to the favages, which they had but lately quitted. I fiied a gun,

and hoifled our flag, in order to attradl the favages from the

neighbouring parts.

From the 13th to the 14th there was a high wind, followed

by a prodigious violent ftorm, which ended in a great fall of

rain, Succeeded by fnow and hail, which lafled till noon, when

the weather grew calm.

From the 16th to the 17th, we met with fome very fine wood,

and fent an officer and thirty men on fhore, to pitch a tent,

and cut roads through the woods. We were conftantly em-

ployed in cutting and fhipping our wood till the 17th, when we
unmoored, leaving the Eagle to complete her cargo, and bring

up ours to the Malouine Iflands.

5 From
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Froni the 29th to the 30th, at ten in the morning, we faw a

'

firu on fhore, which the i'avages had kindled on our account.

We (leered towards the fire, and faw fome men and horfes.

From the 30th to the 31ft, the night coming upon us un-

awares, we came to our anchorage by the light of two fires

which the favages had made for us, one upon a mountain, the

other upon the fea-fide. Wc anchored in nineteen fathoms,

black muddy bottom, with fmall fhells.

At day-break the favages fhouted, in order that we ftiould

come to them. I put my yawl and longboat to fca well armed,

anci with prefents. I went on fliore, where I found three hun-

dred favages, including men, women, and children. Not ex-

pelling to meet with fo many, I was obliged to go on board,

again to fetch fome more prelents.

From the 31ft to Sunday the firft of June 1766, the wind

having driven our yawl from fhore, which was empty, our peo-

ple were under fome anxiety for fear of lofing it. The favages

perceiving this, one of them who was on horfcback, fpiirred his

horfe, and plunged with him into the fea, to fwim after the

yawl. He got hold of -it, and brought it back to our feamen.

Perhaps we who pique ourfelvcs fo much upon our poiitenefs,

affability, and humanity, and who call thcic Patagonians fa-

vages, would hardly have done fo much for them, in a fimilar

circumflance.

At feven in the morning the longboat went to fhore with the

reft of the prefcnts, which the ftormy weather had prevented us

fending looncr. It came back with thirteen of our people who
had flayed with the favages fince ycfterday morning. They told

us that then," Patagoiiian giants had treated them witli the

utmoll civility according to their manner, and given them marks

of the finccreil frlendfhip, even fo far as to invite them to lie

with their wives and daughters ; that they had given them fome

flefh of tlie guanacos, feveral of their clokes, and fome of their

flings ) and the women fome of their necklaces made of ihells.

They
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They alfo made me a prefent of twelve hoifes -, which I could

no: Kcep for want of forage.

The piece of civility moft troublefome to our folks, was that

of Lsing obliged to lie promifcuoufly among the Patagonians j

who often lay three or four together upon or.e of our people,

to keep the cold from them •, fo that their muikets and other

arms became ufeiefs. They would therefore have had no re-

fource left but in their pocket-L:.ives, which would not have been

of murh fervice lor defending them, in cafe of ncceflity againfl:

five or fix hundred men, including women and children, and all

of them proportionally of an enormous flature, both in height

and bulk. Each man or woman, had one or two dogs, and as

many horfes. They feemed ic be of a mild (iilpofition, and very

humane. It would be ^afy to eftablifli a very profitable trade

with them, for v'heir horfes, and for the Ikins of vicunas, which

are fo much valued, and bear fo high a price in Europe. The
ikins of guanacos are alfo excelluit, though not fo fine.

From the 7th to the 8th, a very high wind, rainy and thick

weather. The fea was terrible, the wind blowing always by

iqualls.

From Sunday the 8th to the 9th, the fea was very rough, with

rain, hail, fnow, and fogs. At nine we faw land without

knowing what it was : at noon we found it to be Sebald de

Wertz iflands, which bore S. E. diftance ten leagues.

On the 15th we cad anchor in Acarron^ bay, in the fame

place from whence we fet out.

FINIS.
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