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PRAYERS.

II

SUNDAY MORNING.

Almighty and merciful Father, we bless and

praise thy holy Name, that thou hast safely

brought us to the beginning of this, thy

holy day; give us grace to observe it in u

becoming manner. After Thou, Lord, hadst

made the heavens and the earth, thou didst rest

on the seventh day from all thy works, and

commanded us, thy creatures, to set apart a

seventh portion of our time to thy more peculiar

service : help us, we humbly beseech thee, to

obey this, thy Commandment, by sanctifying

this day to thy honour. We thank thee that

thou hast been pleased to require us to love and

serve thee : because we know that in thy

favour only is Hfe ; and we bless thee that thou



4 SUNDAY MORNING.

canscst us to rest from our worldly callin<2^s

this (lay, that we may enjoy more favorable

opportunities for private family and public

prayer ; for hearing* and readinij^ (by lioly

word, for meditation, aud for serious conversa-

tion with each other.

O Lord, may we desire to begin the day and

the week with Thee. Let a solemn sense of

Thy presence be upon our minds, and while Ave

ofler our supplications, in the Name of our only

!^Iediator the Lord Jesus Clu'ist, comfort our

hearts by the assurance that Thou art nigh unto

all thein that call upon thee ; and though we
cannot see thee with our hodily eyes, enable us

To believe that the prayers which we offer up

unto thee, shall be heard and answered.

We are indeed, Almighty Father, unv/orthy

to be called thy children, because we have in

numberless instances sinned against thee.

Glory be to tliy Name, that thou hast given

thy dear Son Jesus Christ to die for sinners

:

for we acknowledge that we must otherwise

have perished everlastingly. Thy wrath might
justly have consumed us in a moment, and have
sent us down to hell. But thou hast had mercy
on us, and hast made known to us, by thy

word, how we may be saved. O Lord, help us

to ask this day, with real anxiety of mind, as

persons who are sensible of the value of their

souls, " What must we do to be saved ?'*

MU
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We thank ther, O Lord, for the opportunities

wliich we are invited to enjoy this day, ofuU'er-

iny np onr prayers and praises pnbliely in thy

house, and of hearin<j^ tliose blessed tnitlis, the

knowledgeof whieh is essential to the salvation

of our souls. () <^ive us j^raee dilii^ently to

attend to thy word. Knahle us to understand

it, and tnake us anxious to improve by it, that

the s(Mrnons whieh we hear may not rise up in

judu^iuent a<^ainst us at the last day. Bless, O
graeiousGoD, the INTinisters of thy CJospel, espe-

cially our own, who show unto us the way of

salvation. Do thou teach them, that they may
be able to teach us. O Lord, may thy word this

day awaken our consciences, that we may see

more evil in the nature of sin, more danger

from the guilt of it, and be more earnest to se-

cure an interest in Christ, the only Saviour from

it. The mercies and blessings we ask for our-

selves we ask also for our relations and friends,

and all that is near and dear to us May ' ;r

neighbours and acquaintances be also stirred \;)

to a concern for their never-dying souls ; and
may thy grace be set forth in saving us and them
from the wrath to come, which we confess we
have deserved.

We pray, O Lord, to be kept this day from all

worldly thoughts and words ; and may thy

spirit suggest such things to our minds as are

suitable to this holy part of our time. Guard us

from all sin, danger and evil. O may we keep
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thy Sal)])atli in a becoming manner, and love it

as the best day of the seven, because it is a
season dedicated to Thy service, Holy nnto the

Lord. Preserve us while in thy house from a
stupid and a wanderin«i^ frame

; give us the spirit

ol' prayer and of supplication, that we may wor-
ship thee in spirit and in truth. Strengthen
our memories to retain what we hear, and make
this day a time of real benelit to our souls, for

which we may have reason to bless thee to all

eternity. We are ignorant, do thou instruct us.

W(^ are wicked, do thou convert us. We are

guilty, do thou pardon us, for the sake of Jesus
(^'hrist our Lord, to whom with Thee, O Father,

;ind the Holy Spirit, we ascribe all honour, glory

and praise, now and for evermore. Amen,

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &,c.



SUNDAY EVENING.

•!j

We thank thee, most merciful Father, for

the blessinj^s -we have received from thee this

day. We thank thee for the opportunities

allorded to us of otferinj^ up our prayers and

praises publicly in thy house. We bless

thee for food and raiment, and all other blcss-

ini^s of this life. We humble ourselves before

thee, and acknowledge our unworthiness of

these blessinjj^s ; but we adore thee chiefly

for thy love made known to us ])y the Gospel of

thy dear Son, tor the means of grace and the

hope of glory. O, how wonderful it is that to

us, miserable sinners, should be preached the

forgiveness of sins, through the merits and blood

of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that we should be

invited to partake of it. We have been told, O
Lord, of our sinfulness before thee : we beseech

thee to make us feel it. May we truly repent

and turn unto thee. Mav the remembrance of

our sins be grievous to us, and may the burden,

of them become intolerable, until we receive an

assurance of thy pardon. We have heard of a

gracious Saviour who died to put away our sins.

Apply this blessed truth to our souls ; and may
we believe on him, and receive him into our

hearts as the hope of glory. As we know that

we cannot rightly understand what we have

heard, nor practise it, without thy grace, O Lord,
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send to us tliy Holy Spirit, .'iccordinj]^ to thy

riKM'ciriil promises, that thy truth may take (list

hohl of our coiiscieiice, and he tlie means ot

brin«;in;^ us to eternal life.

O Lord, give* us now, at the (dose of this Iioly

day, a true sens(» of the unspeakahlc; value* of

our precious souls. May we he convinced that

a man would 1)C nothin'» profited who should

irain the whole world and lose his own soul.

One more precious Sahhath is passed ; and we
know not that we shall sec another. This one

may he our last on earth. ]Jefore another comes

we may be called into eternity. O, how m;iny

Sabbaths have we lost. How little has the

present been spent as it ought to have been.

How cold have been our prayers for thy grace.

How insensible our hearts to thy Avord. And
thougli we have been informed that Christ died

to save us, bow little have we been affected with

that delightful truth. O merciful God, forgive

us, and help us this night, before we close our

eyes in sleep, to flee to Christ for pardon and

salvation ; that if we lie down to rise no more,

we may sleep in Jesus, and be eteriuilly glorified

through him.

We pray thee, if we are permitted to sec the

light of another day, to grant that the recollec-

tion of the religious services of the Sabbath may
be fresh on our memories through the week that

we have entered upon. When we are tempted

to sin, may we remember that it was for sin

^

J

•>^
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our T.oid nnd Saviour sufFcnul on tho cross. O
may w<^ he rosolvocl iu (It'iMMulauce ou tliy

^racc lo sin uo more. IMay wo sliuii tin? person

and })la<'0 wliicli have le(l us to transufress in

times past. May we ll'ar to oHeiid thee, more

than to h)se our lives; mav thy N)ve constrain

us to ph'ase Ihee in all our Avords and actions.

O niiiy Ave never he ashamed to {icknowledj^o

thee, ;ind live in thy service; and nniy we re-

nounc'c everything that is contrary to thy will

and word.

Jiless every member of this family absent or

present, and all that we are in duty bound to

pray for; remember tliemallin mercy, according

to their several w;mts.

Bless thy Church and people, and increase

their numbers and piety. Particularly bless thy

ministerin*^ servants, and s^rant that they may
show by their lives and doctrines that they are

the true INIinisters of the Gospel of our Lord

Jesus Christ; and hasten the time when all

mankind shall know thee, and be engaged in

thy service.

Hear us, O Lord, in these our imperfect peti-

tions. For*»ive us all our sins ; take us under

thy care and protection for the night, and keep

us from all danger and evil, for the sake of Jesus

Christ our Lord. Arncn.

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &,c.

i
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MONDAY MORNING.

Almighty and everlasting God, our Heavenly

Fatlier, we approach thy foo -stool this morn-

ing to ofler up our thanksgivings for thy

merciful care over us the past night. We
are again entering on the business of our

lawful callings, in which thy Providence has

placed us. May we engage in the cares and
business of the world this day with a godly fear

lest through the temptations to which we are

exposed we should dishonour thee by sin, l id

so bring home with us at night a guilty cc \-

science. O Lord, may this fear of offending

thee be kept alive in our hearts all this day.

May our employments be sanctified and made
comfortable by a sense of Thy presence. Let

us remember that " to eat bread in the sweat of

our brow " is a part of the curse of thy holy

law, and the eiicct of our sinfulness. May this

thought humblf* us, and make us patient under

our labours. May we be truly thankful that we
are hitherto preserved from hell, and have a

hope, through grace, of getting safe to heaven.

We beseech of thee, gracious Lord, to give us a

full conviction of our real situation, that we may
seek find obtain true repentance. We acknow-
ledge that we and all men were conceived and
born in sin ; and what is born of the flesh, and
they who are in the flesh, cannot please God, but

'(>

f
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live in sin, committing many actual transgres-

sions. We know also that our Saviour Christ has

said: "No man can enter into the Kingdom of

God except he be regenerate, and born anew of

water and the Holy Ghost." O Lord, we acknow-

ledge our sinfulness and iielplessness before thee.

Mercifully look upon us. Wash us and sanctify

us with thy Holy Spirit, that wc may be delivered

from thy wrath, may be received into the Ark

of Christ's Church; and being steadfast in faith,

joyful through hope, and rooted in charity, may
so pass the waves of this troublesome world,

that finally we may be brought to the land of

everlasting life, there to be with Thee world

without end, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts.

O make it our earnest desire this day to grow
in grace, and in the love and knowledge of our

Lord and Saviour Christ Jesus. May thy Holy

Spirit instruct us while we are at our daily em-
ployments, and bring to our remembrance what
we yesterday heard. May we be kept from pro-

faneness. May we be preserved from every

temptation. May no sinful expression proceed

out of our mouths. O may we remember that

we are the Lord's servants. May all our conduct

be under the direction of his word. May we
abhor sin, and fly from it as from the face of a

serpent ; and may nothing ever induce us to say

or do the least thing which our conscience con-

demns, but may we rather sutler any thing
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II

than wound our blessed Saviour, and grieve his

Holy Spirit. Hold thou up our goings in thy

path, that our footsteps slip not ; and guard us

against all the aecidents and dangers of this day.

Help us, O Lord, to spend this day as if it

were the last we had to spend on earth, for we
know not that we shall live to see another.

Supply our needful wants, and enable us to make
a proper use of all thy blessings. Bless those

that are near and dear to us, and all that we are

in duty bound to pray for. Show thy mercy and

care to the sick and afliicted, to the poor and

needy, and grant such other gifts to us as Thou

in thy wisdom see fit for each of us, for the sake

of Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose precious

name and comprehensive words we sum up all

our wants, saying

:

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c.

n

t
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MONDAY EVENING.

We do not presume to come into thy prescnccy

O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteous-

ness, but in thy manifold and great mercies.

We are not worthy so much as to lift up our

sinful eyes to the throne of thy glory. But it

is Thou, O Lord, whose property is always

to have mercy. Grant us therefore thy grace

at this time, that we may appear before thee

as creatures in the presence of their Creator,

as criminals in the presence of their Judge, as

sinners in the presence of their gracious Saviour,

and also as children before a kind and indulgent

Father. To Thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy and
forgiveness, but to us shame and confusion of

face. We have sinned, and deserve to die ; but,

O Lord, pardon us and cleanse us from all

unrighteousness, for the sake of our Advocate

Jesus Christ the Righteous, whose blood cleans-

eth from all sin.

O Lord, teach us to pray ; pour out upon us

the spirit of grace and supplication. May thy

Holy Spirit help our infirmities, for we know not

what to pray for as we ought. May he make
intercession for us with groanings that cannot

be uttered. O produce in us desires after thy

favour and image so strong that nothing but real

experience of thy pardoning mercy and sanctify-

ing grace may satisfy them. May we earnestly

V
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seek thy favor. We know that if we regard

iniquity in our hearts, the Lord will not hear us ;

make us therefore honest in all our prayers, re-

solutions, and endeavours to mortify sin, and to

be cleansed from all ungodliness and worldly

lusts.

We look up to Thee this night, O most
mighty Lord, who seest that we have no power
of ourselves to help ourselves, beseeching thee

to keep us both outwardly in our bodies, an ^

inwardly in our souls ; that we may be defended

from all adversities which may iiappen to the

body, and from all evil thoughts which may
assault and hurt the soul. Thou knowest us to

be set in the midst of many and great dangers

;

and by reason of the frailty of our nature we
cannot always be on our guard to do what is

right. Grant to us such strength and protection

as may support us in all dangers and carry us

through all temptations.

May it please thee to give us hearts to love

and fear thee, and diligently to live after thy

Commandments ; to bless and keep all thy

people ; to give unto them increase of grace, to

hear meekly thy word, to receive it with pure

affection, and to bring forth the fruits of the

spirit. Strengthen such as do stand; comfort

and help the weak-hearted ; raise up them that

fall ; and finally beat down Satan under our feet.

May it please thee to succour, help and comfort
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all that are in danger necessity and tribulation,

and to have mercy upon all men.

We beseech thee, O Lord, to give us true

repentance, to forgive us all our sins, negligences

and ignorances, and to endue us with the grace

of thy holy Spirit, that we may amend our lives

according to thy holy word. We humbly beseech

thee, O Father, mercifully to look upon our

infirmities ; and for the glory of thy Name, turn

from us all those evils that we most righteously

have deserved ; and grant that in all our troubles

we may put our whole trust and confidence in

thy mercy, and evermore serve thee in holiness

of life, to thy honour and glory, through our only

Mediator and Advocate Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen,

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &,c.

f.^
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Almighty and everlasting Cod, who dost

<j^ovcrn all things in heaven and earth, we
thank thee for thy care and preservation of us

the past night. Enable us to come before thee

this morning with grateful and humble hearts.

We acknowledge, O Lord,tliat Ave have erred and

strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. Having

left the good Shepherd, we have Avandcred into

a wilderness of sin and misery, Avhere we are in

danger of perishing every moment. We have

followed too much the devices and desires of

our own hearts, which are only evil continiuilly.

We have oifended against thy holy laws, though

we know thy laws are holy, just and good ; and

it grieves us, O Lord, when we remember how
we have broken them by thought, word and deed:

for we have left undone those things which we
ought to have done, and have done those things

which we ought not to have done, and there is

no health in us. We are in our souls full of

disease, and ready to perish. But do thou, O
Lord, have mercy ui:)on us, miserable sinners.

Make us to feel the misery of sin ; for until we
feel in ourselves the misery which our sins

have already brought upon us in this world, and

exposed us to in the next, we shall not be heartily

desirous ofthy mercy. Spare us, O Lord, though

we deserve thy displeasure. May we honestly
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ourselves, niul confess onr faults to

llue; Ibr lliose who confess tlieiii with i^odly

iioriow tlion luist i)rt)iiii:sec[ to si>;ire. 0\\ Jc 1 i;ot

the i^uilt of onr .siiLs thiu.st ns down into e\\:r-

kistin:^" lire, prepared ir>\' the devil iuid liis nngeis.

]^it, O Lord, i;ive ns tlie «;rLice of true repentnnce
;

that inoiu'jiii."^' o\er tiio .sins oi' onr hearts inid

the sins ol' onr lives, A\e inay i'y to tlie cross of

Christ as the only reui'^a^ ior i^nilly souls.

Thoii hast liierciihlly s]);ned us tln'on^li anollier

niiijit. If Thon, O i^-ood (-od, ha;;st not ui-iiehl

onr lives, we slionld have slept to wake no more.

Ileli) us seriously to asl; omsi-lves this nua-nii-^-,

whether, if'vre Inid died last ni^lit, we have any

reason I'rom thy Word to f:onclude that we should

]mve died happily. O how dreadihl would it

hove heen to have oi;ened onr eyes i'l heli, (u

have none around ns hut devils and lost S(iuls,

and liave heeu without hope of ever heini>-

delivered from that frii^htful place of darkness

and pr, iji. In this state we should noAv be,

were iiot Thy mercy .'^reat. () Lord, mahe us

niore earnest than ever we have heen, to save

onr souls. Help us to pray this nif>rnini; widi
all oiir h.-arts, that we may receive the bles'sii^gs

we U'", d. j*ind. Oh v/hat an instance of iUy

goodnvss will it he, if we, ihy |)oor sinhd crea-

inres, are, ])y the t{\ichii]:^ of ihy spiiit, i)r<^;!-ht

to tlie knowledp;e of Jesus Cluist, and to heaviii

:-t, t[n'on;di his Name.

I

I

t ii\i o
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We thank thee, blessed Lord, for the number-

less favors and mercies we have received from

thee from time to time, both of a spiritual and

temporal nature. Undeserving as we have been,

yet thy goodness and mercy has followed us all

our days, and we are this day living monuments
of thy mercy. O Lord, be pleased to continue

thy care over us, and give us ffrace that our

ways may be made so direct that we might keep

thy statutes.

Thou hast safely brought us, O heavenly

Father, to the beginning of this day : defend us,

we beseech thee, in the same by Thy mighty

power, and grant that this day we fall into no

sin, neither run into any kind of danger ; but

that all our doings may be ordered by thy Divine

governance, to do always what is righteous in

thy sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Ar)ien.

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c.
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Wk nre fiivorcd, O Lord, by thy spariiio- inercv,

with another opportunity of mcetinj^ together in

thy holy presence, and of bendini^ our knees

before thy throne of grace, Oh, how greatly ar*'

we honored in being permitted to speak to Thee,

thou King of Kings ! We have no distinguish-

ed situation in the present workl ; but Avhile we
have the honor of coming into thy presence, Ave

Avill not envy our superiors their outwjnd dis-

tinctions, which will last but for a short time. In

thy favor only is life. It is the contrite heart

with which thou hast promised to dwell. O
grant to us humble and praying hearts, and we
shall be rich indeed in having Thee our friend

and portion for ever. If Thou art our Shepherd

and we thy sheep, who hear thy voice and fol-

low thee, then we can want nothing. Though
we are undeserving of the least of thy mercies,

yet thou givest us every thing needful, thou

givest us food and raiment, and innumerable

blessings. Give us thy grace, O Lord, that we
may know, love, and serve thee, and may we be
content with whatever else thy wise Provi-

dence allots for us, and feel that we are always
under thy care.

Every day, heavenly Father, brings with it

trials and vexations, all which are the effects

of our sins. Trouble is the lot of every man.

7
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])cvrj:sr till have sinui'd. Calory bi* to Thy Name,
t!i;it t!u)!i dcspisost not tin* yij^hiiii^ of a coiitritc

iienrl, uir tlio desiro oCisiicli as are sorrowCn].

Mcrcinilly assist our prayers tU\t wo iiiakc

b(vf«»i'i' thee, ill all onr troubles ajul adversities,

wJi'ji'soever tliey oppress us ; and <^r:KMunsly

hoar as, that those evils whieh the erjil't and

subtl'tv of t!ie devil oi* inaji work a'';jinst ns be

broiKiht to nau;^lit, and by tlie rrovidenee of'JIiy

u-oodui'-s they ni;iy 1)0 disp'vjsed, that we, tliy

servants, bein?^" hnrt by jio pf^rseeution, n':iy

overjnoro j^ive thee tlianks, witJi our lips niul in

oLir lives, through Jesus Christ onr Lord.

Aiul now, O Lord, we commend our souls and

bodies into thy hands this night. Onr bodies

are wearied with the employments and anxie-

ties of the day, aivd thou hast appointed the

jiours of darkness for their refreshment in sleep.

We do not wish to i^o to rest till we have looked

up to Thee to take care of iis. Our liouses may
take lire, aiul we be consumed with tJum,

miless Thy Providence watch over us. Vv'e may
die without even time to cry for mercy. We
thereibre commend ourselves to thy merciful

p/Toteetion. \¥e are sinners we know ; but tliou

didst provide a sacriiice upon the cross to save

sinners. O Lord, save us, and grant that when-

ever vve are called out of time iiito eternity, we
may die in peace with Thee, through faith in the

Kedeemer's precious blood. O cleanse our con-

sciei.'es to-night from the guilt of our sins ; and
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may avo lie down on our hvds whh ;\ well

groiiiiilcd persuasion tlwit if we uevt^' iiwuki'

again on earth, we t^hall i;e reerived into tliat

kingdom prepared by our T.onl for those who
an; siired by his intercession and atonement.

j^jess all v/e are in duty bomid to pray lor.

Bless the poor and needy, and al! tltat ai" ai-

flieted in mind, !)ody or estate, and a!! tli::! arc

snf'erini>- in sickness, sorrow or othiM* crdaiiiitA'

and *;rant snrjj relief as their several cinaun

stane{\s require.

T..ii;]iten our spiritual darkness, w<* bes- c^-h

thee, O Lord, and by thy great merey diri'iid n>

all from the j)erils and dangers of this niirhl, for

th(^ U)\c of tliy Son our Lord and Savioui- Jesus

Christ. Aiiiou

Onr rather, which art in Heaven, Slc,

i.
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VVe (It'sire, O nuTciriil Fatlicr, to oIliT unto

TUvv this inoriiiii«i[ tlunikhil and ^riilcful

ackM()\vlc(lf>c*nieiits for tliy care and urotrctioii

or lis diirin*,^ the past nifi^ht. Help us to come
Ijefore thee with humhle hearts, and to acknow-

Ied«,^e and bewail our nianil'ohl sins, which
we iVoni time to titne most jj^rievously have

comiiiitted hy thou'^dit, word and deed, against

thy Divine jMajesty, provoking most justly thy

wrath and indignation a^^ainst us. May we
truly repent, and be heartily sorry for our mis-

doin;^s. May the remembrance of them be

grievous to us, the burden of them intolerable.

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father, for

Thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake ; forgive

us all that is past, and grant that we may here-

after serve and please Thee, in newness of life,

to the honor and glory of Thy Name, through

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Thou hast commanded, O Lord, those that are

weary and heavy laden Avith sin and sufiering

To come unto Thee, and liast promised to refresh

them. Let us experience the retreshing influence

of Thy grace on our souls this morning.

Remember not our offences, which are many
and great ; neither take thou vengeance on our

sins ; but spare us, good Lord, spare us, whom
Thou hast redeemed with thy most precious

blood, and be not angry with us for ever.

I
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Deliver IIS this day, wo boseccli tliC(S from all

sill Jiiul wickedness, or wo shall fall into it ; and

f'roiii (Hir spiritual oiieniv, m ho, like a roarinj"-

lion, is ^oin^ ahout seek, 'r wlioni \u' may
devour; aiul iVoni ever,' '^tin^ tlrath, which our

iniquities have deserved. O Lord God of our

salvation, we beseech thee, hy the Redeemer's

agony and hloody sweat, hy his cross and passion,

hy his prcM'ious death and burial, hy his i»;lorious

resurrection and ascension, and hy the coming

of the Holy Ghost, to deliver our sinful souls

from the curse of thy law, from the snar(\s of

Satan, from the sin that most easily besett(;th us,

and so, in the end, from everlastin*^ destruction.

Let not our minds he this day so taken up

with our Avordly business as to fori^ct Thee. But
while we are diligent in business, may we also

be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. May our

souls through this day often rise up to Thee in

prayer and praise. Oh, that sin, wherever we
discover it, may be hateful to us. May our

conscience be enlightened and tender ; whatever

we do, may we do it as unto the Lord, and not

unto men, striving to approve ourselves to him
who searcheth our hearts. O Lord, graciously

hel]) us to love our neighbours as ourselves ; and
to do to all others as we would they should do

unto us. May we duly honor all that are in

authority over us, either as governors, teachers,

spiritual pastors or masters. May we hurt

nobody by word or deed. Make us true and
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just in all our denliii-s. Grant that wc bear no
nia.lico or hatred hi our lioarts. Help us to koep
our tlu)no]its iiv^Ml on Christ, our toij^ues from
ovil sprvikin-, Jyiiio- nm] sknidorino- ; niid may
our Ijodies bo the temples of the Holy Ghost.
Grant that we may never covet another'-: aoods

;

but may we learn to do oiu'duty in t])at st-.te of
life into Avhich it hath ph-ased God to plar-e lis.

And as v.^c knov/ tliat we are not able to do these
thiu54S of ourselves, r.or to keep t!iy coi n ma -ul-

ments, nor to serve thee af'cepta])]y, without Tbv
spcci-^l g-race, tberelbre we call upon TIum^ 6
Lord, in the words which thou hast tauglit us to
use, saying:

Our Father, which art hi Heaven, <Scc.
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BLESSED Lord, our Maker nnd preserver; Tliou

gavcst us our bciu^^ at iirst, m;k1 hast iiicrciPiilly

upliekl us to tijiy luoiiieut. Tliou didst create

us, and liave us a reasouablc soul, tluit v,'e

miglit bel]e\e in llice, (ear lliee, and love and

serve lliee witii all oar strength. We were sent

iatv) this world to worship tliee, to give tlieo

thanks, to honor thy holy Name and Word, and

to serve thee truly all the days of our lives.

But, G Lord, v/e have nut dune tliis ; we have

loved other things more than thee, we have

feared other things more than oifending tliee,

we have followed the corrupt inclinations of our

own hearts, and forgotten thee, our merciful and

gracious Redeemer, the author of all our blessings

and the fountain of all em' comforts. O Lord,

have mercy upon us, miserable sinners, and

incline our hearts to keep thy hr.vs.

AVe thank thee, O Lord, tlnit there is a mercy

seat to which we are iavited to come, that we
may obtain pardon for tlie past and grace for the

future Enable us to pray earnestly for thy Ih.vor

a.nd grace, and L^t us not p^ray as the hypocrites

do, re]!cating with their lij)s what they do not

i^cc] in their hearts, lest our very prayers should

in the last day rise up in judgment against us,

and condemn us. IMay we feel an enrnest

desire for thy pardoning mercy and sanctifying
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grace. Our most secret thoughts are open to

Thee, as well as our words and actions. Help
us, we beseech thee, seriously to examine our-

selves this night ; may our sins be brought to

remembrance ; and may we not suffer them to

slip out of our minds till we have a good hope

that they are forgiven for Christ's sake. Let us

not commit ourselves to rest either with a

guilty conscience or a careless heart, but may
we lie down trusting to the merits of our Lord

and Saviour Jesus Christ, and looking to him
for the salvation of our souls. Suffer us not, O
Lord, to suppose that by bending our knees in

prayer we do all that is required of us. May
we be taught that prayer is designed to bring

our souls near to Thee, O Lord, and to make us

like Thee ; that we may ask in order to receive,

and seek that we may find ; and that our pray-

ers are of no use any further than as the means
of obtaining thy mercy, of rendering us more
serious in preparing for death and eternity, and
of teaching us to love thee more, and to serve

thee better. Therefore bestow upon us the spirit

of prayer, that we may pour out our very hearts

before Thee as our Heavenly Father, through

Jesus Christ our Lord.

As Thou hast taught us to meet together to

offer up our supplications and praises, day by
day, grant, we entreat thee, O Lord, that in so

doing, though in our imperfect manner, we may
become more spiritual, more acquainted with

1

\
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thy blessed Gospel ; that we may love thy ways

and ordinances with increasing fervour, hate

sin with a more perfect hatred, and become more

and more fit for thine eternal kingdom. O
make us delight to pray unto Thee, and to praise

thy Name, for Thou, Lord, art worthy of all

honor. Angels love to sing thy praise; thy

servants on earth delight to worship thee. O
may we be numbered among them, and love

thy service also. Grant this for the sake of

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen,

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &.c.

1

i
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Again, O Lord, we approach thee, to o-Tor unto

th.»e thanks and praises for tliy goodness niid

merer in protecting lis tlie prist nig-it,, ;uid giv-

ing us to see the light of anolljcr day. Ci';int

t!iat iho iniliien(!C of tliy Holy Spirit, and the

light of thy coantenancc, may shiae on ns tiiis

morning.

O Lord, it is tlio orUeo of thy Holy R^-irit to

convi;ice sinners of their sins, and to nialee

known to tlieni hy nieansof thy own Word tliat

precious Saviour by v/horn aloiie they can be

saved ; malce Iniov/n to ns, v.t^ beseech tliee, tlie

power and willingness of Christ to saAX* onr

sonls. Teach ns that He who died on the cross

to malie aii atonement for us was God as well

as man ; and that, therefore, there is an iniinite

virtne in his blood, to cleanse ns from all sin.

Ena])h^ ns, to believe tliat He who gave himself

for ns cannot be nnwilling to receive, to par-

don, and to bless ns. And help ns in the belief

of this to come unto Kim, that we may find rest

unto onr sonls,

^Yc confess, Lord, that we have not yielded

thee that glory v/hich thou hast made us ca-

pable of rendering. We are prone to forget thee,

though Thou art never unmindfal of us, and to

disol)ey thee, though thy goodness to us is un-

wearied. For these things, O Lord, for the sin-

fulness of our nature and of our lives, we desire

\
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to pour out our licarts, and to Immlile onrguijty

selves before thee; entreating thee, for tlie sake

of thy dear Son, and of thy RK^rcies in hi^n, to

work i]i lis true rerentance, and to grant us full

and free fbn.i,iveness.

Strengthen us, O Loi'd, Avith njirdit, !>v thy

Spirit in the inn.er u\iu\ ; and make us Y\'at('hful

aga.inst, and vietorious ever the corruptions of

our hearts, the temptations of Satan, and the

sin fid cares and allJirenunits of tlie vrorld
;

destroy in us every root of hitterness, every plan.

f

which tliy gra-:-e h.ath noi planted. J'^xtcrnii-pato

eycvy evil Indjit and rehellious en^.otion vvdicdi

exalts itself a,i^ainst the knowh^dge of Tliee our

God, and of o!)edience to our Lord and Sa.viour

Jesus Christ. Inxreasc and confirm in us more

aud more thy true knowled:.>e and faith, and

fear, and love, and cyqyj grace of tliy Foly

Spirit. Let not one be wanting-, let not one be

weak ; but grant us such manifestations of thy

self, and so confn'ni us in the image of iliy holi-

ness, tiiiit our lives may be comfortable to oui-

selves, profitable to others, ar.d honorable to

Th(^e on.r God.

Grant, O Lord, that whatever imjy befdi us,

as to the concerns of tliis life, v/e may stUl be

found in tlie path of duty, fearing Cod and

workin'jT rirditeousness, makinsr it evident to all

around us that we have been v/it'i Jesiis, that

we have learned of him, that y;e are influenced

by Ids Spirit, guided ];y liis example, and are

pressing forward to his Kingdom,

p

I
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Give us such worldy blessings as thou scest
needful for us, and enable us to make a proper
use of thy gifts.

And n..vv, O Lord God, who hast given us
grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplications unto thee, and hast pro-
mised that when two or three are gathered
together in thy Name, thou wilt grant their
requests

; fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and peti-
tions of thy servants, as may be most expedient
for them, granting us in this world knowledge
of thy truth, and in the world to come life eve)-
lasting. Amen.

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &,c.

-f
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O MOST iNIighty God and Merciful Father, who
hasl cornpassiou upon all men, and hatest no-

thin;2^ that thou hast made, who wouldest not the

death of a sinner, but rather that lie should turn

from his sin and be saved, mercifully forgive us

our trespasses ; receive and comfort us, who
are grieved and Avearied with the burden of our

sins. Thy property is always to have mercy

;

to Thee only it appertaineth to forgive sins.

Spare us therefore, good Lord, spare thy people,

whom thou hast redeemed ; enter not into judg-

ment with thy servants, who are vile earth and
miserable sinners : but turn away thine anger

from us, and so make hast to help us in this

world, that we may ever live with Thee in the

world to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

And while we are thus confessing our vileness,

and begging mercy, we entreat thee also to

create in lis a clean heart, and renew a right

spirit within us. Turn thou us, O good Lord,

and so we shall be turned. Enable us to follow

the example of our blessed Saviour. Like him,

may we be meek and lowly in heart. O may
we never cherish anger, wrath or malice in our

hearts. Lord, suppress all these evil tempers.

May no bitter words proceed out of our mouth.
May our constant endeavour in all things be to

please Thee, our gracious and merciful Father*

i

i'
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Miiy wc think every day, O Loul, of ouv latter

(M.d ; and may it be our great object to prepare

to meet Tliee, our Cod, v/hen tlioii comest to

judgment. EspeeiaJly Avlieii v/e are commit-
ting ourseh^es to rest at iiigbt, may we rcnjeni-

ber that we must soon lie ciowji in the r:ravo.O
"VVe .should desire, in thy aAvful presenc(^ O
heart-searching God, to inquire to-night vdic-

ther we have peace with thee througii Jesus

Christ our Lord, and whether, ifovir souls should

now be called away, \ve should fmd iK'ceptance

at thy bar. Thou hast commanded us to exam-
ine ourselves whether v/e be iii the triK.^ faith,

and vvhetlier Jesus Christ be in us or \vc>t. Oh
may our conscience, under the direction of thy

Spirit, give a true and honest answer to this

question. And if an_y doubt remain respecting

the c'/erla sting welfare of our souls, may we not

rest until it is removed.

We bless and thank thy holy Name for all the

mercies of this day. We have through thy kind

providence escaped many dangers, of Avliich v/e

were not av/ar-;', and fi'om Vvdiich no ciire of

ours could liave saved us ; jnay our hearts iccl

thedu^fulncss while our lips CAp'ess it. It is

Thou who continuest us in health and strengtli

;

enal)!e us to live soberly, righteously and godly

in t]iis i)resent evil workh Thou feedest ivad

clotUest us. O Lord, we adore thy undeserved

bounty ; and beseech tliee to add to these tern-

poral good things the higliest bounties of thy

I
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grace in Jesus Christ. Feed our souls with the

bread of life, clothe them with the garments of

salvation ;
give us spiritual health and strength,

that we may walk in all thy commandments
and ordinances blameless. O Lord, receive our

prayers, receive our praises, and in the hour of

death, O heavenly Father, receive our departing

souls, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c.

I
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We have kiid down and slept, most gracious

Father, and have aa^ain risen to acknowledge

that it is Thou only that makest us to dwell in

safety. We are bound, O Lord, by every tie of

love and gratitude, daily to bow our sinful

bodies and souls before thy Divine Majesty.

We should be guilty indeed were we to neglect

to worship thee. AVe should then resemble the

devil, that proud rebellious spirit who is thine

enemy and ours. But though Thy mercy hath

taught us to bend our knees before thee, yet, O
Lord, we feel how poor is the manner in which

we adore thy Name ! How little thankfulness

we feel for mercies received ! How little self

abasement for a sinful nature, and numberless

acts of transgression, whereby we have ollended

thee ! How faint are our desires to glorify thee

this day. Oh, kindle in our hearts more love to

thy Name, and help us with this new day to

beo-in a new life. We might have awoke in hell

;

but we are spared to see another day. Oh, that

we may begin and spend it in the faith and love

of Thee, our God.

We have lived hitherto in the world to little

purpose. We were created, and sent into it to

love and serve Thee. But, alas ! we have loved

other objects more than thee, and have served

divers lusts and pleasures instead of thee. We

'(
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have lived to ourselves more than to thee, and
have sought our happiness in this world, instead

of seeking it in thee. In these, and a thousand

other things, we are indeed guilty; hut we trust

that thou liast taught us to see our sin/'ulness

and folly. Forgive us, O Lord, and repair thy

holy ijnnge in us. Olijuvlp us more and more to

put oil the old man, which is corrupt according

to the deceitful lusts, and to put on the new
man, which after God is created in righteous-

ness and true holiness. Whatever else we want.

Lord, deny us not thy grace, hut increase it in

us more and more
;
yea, let the graces of thy

spirit that accompany salvation so flourish in

our souls, that the peace of God which passeth

all understanding may dwell in us, and keej)

our hearts and minds, through Jesus Christ our

Lord.

Whether we cat or drink, whether we labor or

rest from our toil, whether we walk in the way
or sit in the house, may we do all things this

day to the praise and glory of thy Name ; how-
ever we are engaged, may the love and presence

of our gracious Saviour he uppermost in our

minds. Oh, suffer us not unthankfully to forget

his goodness to us, but while our hands are em-
ployed in our worldly business, may our hearts

be mourning for our sins, meditating on the

sacrifice that has been ollered for us, and melted

into love to Him who died for us, and now
stands at thy right hand to intercede for us.
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Grant, O Lord, we beseech thee, that the

kingdom of thy grace may come "with power

more and more in our own hmd, and that thy

will may be done in earth as it is in Heaven.

Here let thy word have free course, and be glo-

rified. May all who agree in the truth of thy

holy Word live in unity and godly love, truly

serving Thee in righteousness and i»oliness.

May all orders and degrees of men serve Thee
in their several callings, to the discouragement

of wickedness and vice, and to the maintenance

of true religion and virtue.

And grant, O heavenly Father, that the king-

doms of this world may soon become the king-

doms of our God and of his Christ. May all be

taught of God, and know thee from the least

to the greatest, and all the kindreds of the

nations worship bofore thee. Mercifully hear

these our prayers, and grant us every needful

blessing, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen,

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c.

t
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O ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who art

always more ready to hoar than we are to pray,

and art able to give more than we can either

ask or think, ponr down npon ns the abundance
of thy mercy, forgive us those things whereof

our conscience is afraid, and give ns those good

things which we are not worthy to ask, but for

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Once more, O Lord, we are permitted to pre-

sent ourselves before thee ; let thy merciful ear

be open to onr prayers, and that we may o])tain

our petitions make ns to ask such things as shall

please thee. We know that we cannot pray

aright, but as thy grace influences both our

hearts and lips. Oh, give us a hearty desire to

pray. May we now seek thy grace as a con-

demned malefactor would ask for mercy of bis

judge, and do thou show that mercy to our sinful

souls for thy great Name's sake.

Our days and years, O Lord, pass away with

the greatest speed, and every one of them brings

us nearer to death and eternitv. Oh, tliat we
may feel a lively conviction of the vanity of all

worldly pursuits, and the necessity as well as

the advantage of living by faith on the Son of

God, that whenever death overtakes us, it may
find us prepared to leave the world to come to

Thee. O God, who has prepared for them that

H
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love thcc such good things as surpass man's
understanding, pour into our liearts such love to

Thee, that we, loving Thee above all things,

rnay obtain thy promises, which exceed all that

we can desire. Oh, cause us to lie down this

night with our affections set upon things above,

where Christ sittelh on the right hand of God,

and when we come to die, may we submit to

the cold hand of death with as much satisfac-

tion as we are now about to undress ourselves

to sleep in our beds.

O God, who alone canst order the unruly

wills and affections of sinful men, grant unto

us that we may love the things that thou com-
mandest, and desire that which thou dost pro-

mise ; and so, among the sundry and manifold

changes in this world, our hearts may surely

there be fixed, where true joys are to be found.

Suffer us not to be deceived by lying vanities ;.

suffer us not to deceive ourselves hj the fo?m of

religion without the power of it upon our hearts

and lives. But grant us thy spirit to think and

to do always such things as are right, that we,

who cannot do anything that is good without

thee, may, by Thee, be enabled to live according

to thy will, not putting our trust in anything

that we do (for alas ! all our doings are nothing

worth,) but in Christ our Lord, who bore our

sins, and suffered death to obtain our redemption.

May his blessed Name, O Lord, become every

day more precious to us. May we always most

I
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thankfully receive thine inestimable benefits,

and also daily endeavour ourselves to follow

the blessed steps of his most holy life.

Thou has promised, most gracious Father, to

hear the petitions of them that ask in thy Son's

Name; we beseech thee mercifully to inclme

thine ear to us, that have now made our prayers

and supplications unto thee; and grant that

those things which we have faithfully asked,

according to thy will, maybe effectually obtained,

to the relief of our necessity, the setting forth of

thy glory, and to the preservation of our souls

and bodies from all evil, through Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen.

Our Father, which art in Heaven, Slc

ii'ii (

.



SATURDAY MORNING.

Most gracious Father, we thank thee for thy

merciful care of us during the night past, and
affording us the privilege of again presenting

ourselves before thee in prayer. Thou hast in-

vited all who feel the need of thy grace to come
unto Thee ; and hast promised that those who
come thou wilt in no wise cast out. Thou fil-

lest the hungry with good things, while the

rich are sent empty away. Oh, that we may feel

that hunger and thirst, after thy pardoning and
sanctifying grace, which may at this time bring

us to the enjoyment of it. May we long for Thee
more than for our daily food ; and may we desire

nothing so much as to experience thy peace, thy

favour, and thy love. We are brought to the

beginning of this day, that we may increase

in the knowledge of thee, and giA^e thee glory.

Oh, grant that this great end of our lives may
be fully answered.

We look up unto Thee for guidance, preserva-

tion and strength; lead us in the paths of right-

eousness for thy Name's sake ; keep us in the way
in which we should go, and guide us with thine

eye. Give unto us eternal life, and let us never

perish ; neither let any one pluck us out of

thine hand.

Thou, O God, art a holy God ; Christ our

Saviour is a holy Saviour; thy Spirit is the holy
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Spirit ; thy Angels are holy angels, and thy re-

deemed people are a holy people. O i^ord, make
us also holy, for without holiness we cannot see

thee. May oar hearts be separated from sin,

and united to thee. May we not only abstain

from sin, but really hate it, because it is opposed

to thy divine character ; whatever is inconsis-

tent with thy will, that may we abhor. May we
make conscience of our words and thouglits, as

well as of our actions. May we desire not so

much to appear good in the eyes of our fellow

creatures as to be so in thy sight. May we
labor to approve ourselves to thee, thou heart-

searching God. May thy Word be the rule of

our whole conduct, and thy glory the end of all

our conversation, for we cannot enter into

heaven till we are thus made holy.

Keep, we beseech thee, O Lord, both our

souls and bodies this day, with thy perpetual

mercy ; and because Avithout thee we cannot

but fall, keep us ever, by thy help, from all things

hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable for

our salvation. May thy grace always go before

and follow us, and make us continually to

abound in all good works. Increase and multi-

ply upon us thy mercy, that thou, being our ruler

and guide, we may so pass through things tem-

poral, that we finally lose not the things which

are eternal. We acknowledge that we can do

no good thing without thee. Oh, grant us the

help of thy grace, that in keeping thy command-
ments we may please thee in will and deed.

I

:
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O Lord, as \vc are dyiiia^ sinners, we beseech

thee, for the sake of thy dear Son, mercifully to

hear our prayers, and to spare us who confess our

sins unto thee, that we, whose consciences are

accused by sin, by thy merciful pardon, may be

absolved. Thousands of poor sinners, O Lord,

who have been guilty and vile like ourselves,

have found mercy at thy hands ; thine ear has

not become heavy, that it cannot hear, nor is

thine hand shortened that it cannot save. Oh,

may we be added to the number of those who
shall be monuments of thy grace for evermore.

We have nothing to plead in our own behalf

but that Christ died to save sinners. We lie

entirely at thy mercy, and have no hope but

in the name of that gracious Lord and Saviour

who hath taught us to say,

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c.

f

i i
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SATURDAY EVENING.

At the close of another day, and at the end of

another week, Ave meet together, O Lord, and

may our hearts he filled with thankfulness and

l^ratitude for thy goodness in preserving- us. Put

us in rememhrance, O Lord,that days and weeks,

as they pass hy, bring us nearer to death and
eternity. We are now one week nearer to our

end than we were at the close of the last. Oh,

that it may be found that we are more serious,

and in a more awakened state of mind, and
thereby become more meet for the inheritance

of the saints in light. May we seriously reflect

to-night that man, who is born of a woman, hath

but a short time to live, and is full of misery;

that he cometh up, and is cut down like a flower,

that he fleeth as it were a shadow, and never

continueth in one stay, and that in the midst of

life we are in death. Prepare us, O Lord, for that

great change, for of whom can we seek for suc-

cour but of Thee, O Lord. Thou knowest the

secrets of our hearts ; shut not thy merciful ears

to our prayers, but spare us, good Lord ; O holy

and most merciful Saviour, thou most worthy

Judge Eternal, suffer us not at our last hour, from

any pains of death, or evil temptation, to fall from

thee.

We are favoured once more, O Lord, with the

prospect of the returning Sabbath. If we are
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spared to see it, grant that it may prove a day of

rest, not only from our worldly callings, but

from our worldly thoughts and earthly cares.

May our minds be prepared by a solemn sense

of thy presence, for spending it to thy glory,

and our own profit. May we awake in the

morning with a devout sense of thy great good-

ness, may we rise to pray to and to praise

Thee, and as our Redeemer on that day arose

from the dead, may we arise in holy desires to

the place of his heavenly abode, and join with

his servants above in showing forth the glory of

his Name. O Lord, suffer not the Sabbath that

is coming to be spent in any way contrary to

thy holy will, but may our souls be thereby pre-

paring for an eternal Sabbath, and may we begin

to join the employments and happiness of the

future world while we remain in this. Heavenly

Father, tune our hearts to sing thy praise.

We desire most thankfully to acknowledge

thine undeserved goodness in bringing us safely

to the close of another week, and for the mercies

thou hast bestowed upon us during the course

of it. We pray thee, O Lord, to continue to us

thy favor and thy Fatherly protection this night.

And as we go to rest after the labors and anxie-

ties of the day, so help us daily to do thy work

upon earth, that at the close of life we may enter

that rest which remaineth for thy people.

Remember with the favour that thou bearest

to thy people all our absent friends and relations,
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and all we feel in duty bound to pray for. Be

thou a friend to them, and may they stand in a

covenant relation to thee, make them and us

such as thou wouldst have us to be, and such

as thou wilt accept in Christ Jesus here to thy

gracious favour, and hereafter to thy glorious

kingdom.

Comfort all who want the comforts we enjoy,

and grant suitable supplies of mercy, both spiri-

tual and temporal, to all who are suffering afflic-

tion, wheresover they are, and howsoever tried,

either in mind or body, or circumstances.

Hear us, O merciful Father, in these our

prayers in behalf of ourselves and others, and

grant us every needful blessing. Above all,

hear the Son of thy love, the lover of our souls,

who, we trust, intercedes for us at thy right

hand. To him, with thyself, and the blessed

spirit, enable us to ascribe everlasting praise and

glory. Amen,

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c.
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OCCASIONAL PEAYERS

WniCII MAY BE USED WITH AJJY OF THE FOEEGOING.

^

II

A PRAYER FOR AN ABSENT FRIEND.

We would desire to remember before Thee,

merciful Lord, the absent member of this family^

and to entreat thy good care and protection of

(him or her) wiiile away from Uij. May thy

good Providence guard and shield (him) from

accidents and harm. Give (him) grace contin-

ually to look up unto Thee for thy blessing and

Fatherly protection, and grant (him) a safe

return home, with thankfulness and gratitude

for thy goodness and mercy. Hear us, O Lord,

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen,

OR THUS.

We humbly commend, O Lord, to thy Fatherly

care and protection the absent member of this

family. Give (him or her) journeying mercies,

and guard (him) from all evil and harm. Give

(him) grace to look continually to Thee for thy

blessing and guidance, and bring (him) safe

home, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen,
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OR THUS.

Wc would bear on our hearts before Thee, O
Lord, the absent member of this family. Pre-

serve and prosper (him or her) in (his) journey,

and grant (him) such spiritual and temporal

blessings and mercies as thou seest (he) stands

in need, and bring (him) safely back, that we
may again unite in worshiping Thee, through

the meditation of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen,

OR THUS*

Blessed Lord, we humbly beseech Thee to

grant thy care and protection to the absent

member of this family while on (his) journey.

Keep (him) from all danger and sin ; may (he)

look up to Thee constantly for thy blessing,

and receive from Thee counsel and direction in

all (his) undertakings; preserve (him) in body

and soul, and grant (him) a safe return home, for

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Ainen
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THANKSGIVING AFTER A JOURNEY.

We thank Thee, most gracious Father, for thy

great goodness and sparing mercy in protecting

and bringing back in safety thy servant, who has

been travelling a long and dangerous journey.

Give us grace to humble ourselves before Thee,

and to feel and acknowledge with grateful

hearts thy continued kindness towards us.

Enable us to love Thee more and serve Thee
better, for every mercy and blessing we enjoy is

from thy bounty. Pardon, O Lord, whatever thou

hast seen wrong in us, and grant us thy blessing,

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen,

i

ANOTHER.

We again meet together, most gracious Father,

to thank Thee for thy great goodness and sparing

mercies in protecting and bringing in safety to

the end of their journey thy servants who have
been travelling amidst dangers and temptations.

Give us grateful and thankful hearts for this ad-

ditional manifestation of thy goodness and care

over us all, both at home and abroad, so that we
are brought together again in health and safety

to acknowledge that Thou only art our guardian.
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Grant US e^mco, tlint wo may always put oiir

trust and conli{l(Mice in 'J'hce, and sliow our love

and ^ratitudo, by our obi'dioiu'c, in living- accord-

ing to thy holy will and coininaiidnKMits, anil

serving Thee truly all our lives. And now, Lord,

grant us thy blessing, and continue thy i)n)tect-

ing care over us i(3r the time to come, for the

sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Anicn,

A PRAYEPt FOR A SICK FRIEND.

Look down, O gracious Father, with jnercy

and compassion upon thy servant, who is at this

time alilicted Avith sickness, and give (him or

her) patience and resignation to bear this trial

with Christian fortitude. Grant (him) grace

to look up to Thee continually for help, so that

(he) may put (his) whole trust and confidence in

thy paternal goodness. jMay (he) always bear

in mind that thou dost not atllict thy creatures

with any burden but what the design of t!iy

love sees necessary Ibr their good ; and may this

dispensation of thy Divine Providence be sanc-

tified to he purification of (his) soul. Pardon

and forgive all that thou hast seen wn-ong
;

cleanse thy servant fi'om all sin, by the blood of

thy dear Son ; direct and bless the human means
used for (his) recovery, and be graciously pleas-

ed to comfort and relieve (him,) and restore

(him) soon again to the enjoyment of health and
usefulness, for the sake of Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

L
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A PKAYEK FOJl A FKIHND DANC;ER()U8LY
ILL.

iNIosT morcifiil Lord (iod, ^livo iis j^raro to

join to^H'ther in liiiinl>lo and earnest ])rayor to

thy Divine Majesty in bcljalf of tlie nienil)er of

tJiis i'aniily, Avhoni tiiou hast been [)leased to

aillict with sickness. We acknowled<^e our

utter iniworthiness to ask thee for any thinij^

either for ourselves or others, because we are

sinliil creatures in tliy si^ht. But tliy property,

O Lord, is always to have mercy; enable us to

jipproach thy footstool with deep humility, in the

name ofom* mediator, the liord Jesus Christ, and

for his sake we beseech thee to look down with

tender mercy and compassion upon thy sulferin;;*'

servant, whom we now plead for, and grant such

spiritual and bodily relief as in thy wisdom and

goodness may be necessary. Human assistance

is of no avail without thy blessing. We therefore

pray thee to bless the means used ^br (his) recov-

ery. Give (him) jiatience and resignation to

bear with submission whatever thou art pleased

to ordain ; knowing that thou art too wdse to

err, and too good to be unkind, and may w^e feel

that all thy dispensations are intended for good.

Grant, Lord, that this visitation may be sanc-

tified hy thy blessing-, in promoting- a truer and

more sincere repentance, and increasing our love

and faith in the atoning merits of our blessed

Kedeerner. Amen.

r

'
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(

rr DEATH SHOULD «E API'KEHEXDED, {ConfillUe)

Tlic issues of life ami death are in Tliy hands,

O Lord If thoii art pleased, in tiiy j^ODdness, to

restore health to thy servant, <i^rant us all grati-

tude and thankfulness, and a greater desire to

devote ourselves more and more to thy service
;

but if in thy all-wise Providence thou shouldst

see fit to remove thy servant from this life, O
Jiord, grant submission to thy divine will, that

at this tijne (his) pardon may he sealed, and
that peace and love of (iod may he givcui which
passeth all understanding, and may (his) spirit

appear heibre thee cleansed and juirified from

every sin, there to live and adore Thee through

all eternity, with those who are already redeem-

ed, through the atoning blood of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

We beseech thee, O Lord, to grant thy servant

an evidence of thy great mercy, by the iniluence

of thy holy spirit, giving a comfortabh.^ assurance

of thy reconciling countenance imd a peaceful

termination to all earthly alUiction.

Hear iis, O Lord, in heaven, thy holy place,

and grant our imperfect petitions, for the sake

of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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ANOTHER PRAYER WHEN SICKNESS IS

APPREHENDED TO BE MORTAL.

Merciful God, we beseech thee to comfort the

souls of our afliicted friends, and to make all

their beds in their sickness. Grant tliern true

repentance for all the sins and transi^ressions

of their past lives, and steadfast faith in thy

mercy, through Christ, that their pardon may be

sealed in Heaven before they go home, and be

no more seen.

Send down thy grace and good Spirit to train

them up for thy heavenly kingdom, that the

nearer they approach their latter end the better

they may be prepared for it. Teach us and them
to submit humbly to thy will, and so to number
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto

wisdom.

All things are possible unto Thee, most mighty

Lord, and if thou speakest the word thy servants

may yet be healed. But if thou hast otherwise

determined, in thy wise counsels, deliver them
from the love of life, and from the fear of death,

that whenever they depart they may depart in

peace, their eyes having seen thy salvation.

Grant this for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord

and Saviour. Amen.
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ON THE RECOVERY OF A FRIEND OR
RELATIVE.

Bless the Lord, O our souls, and all that is

within us bless his holy Name. Bless the Lord,

O our souls, and for^^et not all his benefits, who
forgiveth all our iniquities, who healeth all our

diseases, who redeemeth our life from destruc-

tion, Avho crowneth us with loving kindness and

tender mercies ; Avho satisfieth our mouth with

good things, so that our youth is renewed like

the eagle's. The Lord is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy ; he will

not always chide, neither will he keep his anger

for ever. He hath not dealt with us after our

sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.

Like as a father pitieth his children so the Lord

pitieth them that fear him, for he knoweth our

frame, and remembereth that we are but dust.

As for man, his days are as grass ; as a flower

of the field so he flourisheth, for the wind

passeth over it and it is gone, and the place

thereof shall know it no more ; but the mercy of

the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon

them that fear him, and his righteousness unto

children's children.

We give thee humble and grateful thanks for

the measure of recovery thou hast vouchsafed to

thy servant. Grant us thy blessing and continu-

ed protection, for the sake of Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen,

\
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UPON THE LOSS OF A FRIEND BY DEATH.

Righteous art Thou, O Lord, and just are all

thy judgments. We would desire to bow down
in submission to the hand that has deprived us of

our earthly comforts, and made a breach in our

household by death. We know that it is appoin-

ted unto men once to die ; and that man that is

born of a woman is of a few days, and full of

trouble.

Give us grace to make a profitable use of this

and all thy dispensations. Grant that we may
be followers of them who through faith and

patience inherit the promises. Teach us to use

this world as not abusing it, and to enjoy all our

temporal good things as lent by thee, to be recall-

ed whenever it seemeth best to thine infinite

wisdom.

Our times are in thy hands, O Lord ; our life

is but a vapour ; instruct us so to pass through

things temporal, that we finally lose not the

things eternal. Sanctify this trial and dispen-

sation to our eternal good ; may we be resigned

with deep humility to thy will, and in all things

depend on thy wise Providence, through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PRAYER FOR A FAMILY UNDER HEAVY
AFFLICTION.

O THOU wise und merciful Governor of the

world, we have often said, Thy will be done !

and now thy will is painful to us ; but shall we
on that account unsay what we have so often

said ? God forbid. We come rather to lay

ourselves down at thy feet, and to pray for grace

that we niay be able to make a full and free

submission to all thy sacred pleasures. O Lord,

thou art just and righteous in all thou doest.

We acknowledge in thy presence that we have

deserved this, and much more ; we acknowledge

that it is of thy mercy that we are not consumed,

and that any degree of comfort yet remains,

O Lord, thou hast taught us to call thee by the

tender name of Father ; thou condescendest to

call thyselfour Father, and to speak of correction

as the effects ofthy love. May we look upon them
lis tokens of thy parental affection, the marks of

our adoption into thy family. Thou knowest what

discipline we need ; thou seest, O Lord, that

folly which there is in the hearts of thy poor,

froward and thoughtless children, and knowe^st

what rods and what strokes are needful to drive

it aAvay. We would therefore be in subjection to

thee, and live. We would bear thy strokes, not

merely because we cannot resist them, but

because we would wish to love and trust in

Thee. We would sweetly acquiesce and rest
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ill thy will, as well as stoop to it, and sny, "Good
is the word of the Lord." Yea, Lord, we will

praise thee, that thou art thus kindly training

us up for thy glory. The cup which our hea-

venly father puts into our hands, shall we not

drink it ? By thine assistance and support we
will. Only he pleased, O Lord, to stand by us,

and assist us, and grant us a favourable look

in the midst of our sulierings, and support our

souls by thy consolations. However severe the

night of ailliction may seem, if thou sayest,

" Let there be light," there shall be light. May
we be more concerned, that our afflictions may
be sanctified, than that they should be removed.

Number us, O God, among the happy persons

whom, while thou cliastenest, thou teachest

out of thy law. Shew us, we beseech thee,

wherefore thou contendest with us ; and purify

us by the fire that is so painful to us, while we
are passing through it. Dost thou not chasten

thy children for this very end, that they ma}^ be

partakers of thy holiness ? Grant, Lord, that our

souls may be eagerly desirous of this perfection.

We are partakers every moment of thy bounty,

of thy Gospel, and we hope, in some measure,

partakers of the grace of it operating on our

hearts. Oh, may it operate more and more, that

we may largely partake of thine holiness too,

that we may come nearer and nearer in the

temper of our minds to thee, O blessed Lord.
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Let our souls be melted in the furnace, ifwe may
but thereby be made fit for bein^ delivered into

the mould of thy Gospel, and bearing thy bright

and amiable image for ever.

Hear us in these our prayers, for the sake ')f

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A SHORT PRAYER FOR THOSE UNDER
AFFLICTION.

O Lord, look upon all who are afflicted and
distressed, whether in mind, body or estate.

Heal thou their infirmities, remove their trials,

and in the mean time sanctify to them all thy

dispensations. May every pain and every trial

lead them and lead us all to prepare more

earnestly for that blessed state, when there

shall be no more death, and where sorrow and

sig]iiiig shall for ever lice away.

OR THUS.

Almighty God, who art full of compassic/U, we
most humbly beseech thee of thy great goodness

to comfort and succour ail who, in this transi-

tory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness,

or any other adversity
;
giving them patience

under their sufferings, and a happy issue out of

all their aillictions, through the merits of Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

f
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A PRAYER FOR ONE GOING ON A
JOURNEY.

AL3IIGHTY and everlasting God, who art always

more ready to hear than we to pray, and art wont
to give more than either we desire or deserve,

pour down upon ns thy favor and mercy at this

time, and grant thy protecting care over thy

servant {or servants) who are about to travel on

a journey this day. Gracious Lord, grant them
every journeying mercy and blessing they may
stand in need of; preserve them from accidents

and harm, watch over them for their good, and

keep them from all evil, danger and sin, and
give them grace to look up unto Thee continually

for thy blessing and fatherly protection.

Hear us, O Lord, in these our supplications, for

the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

T

A PRAYER ON THE SEPARATION OF A
FAMILY.

O MOST gracious and merciful Lord, give us

grace to approach thy footstool in the spirit of

prayer and supplication, and may Thy Holy

Spirit instruct us, and teach us what to ask for;

may we be desirous and willing to cast all our

care upon Thee, and to commit all our affairs

into thy hands. Sinful and unworthy as we have

been, thou hast mercifully spared us, and hast

ft I

t
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been always a kind father and friend towards

us, and hast given us freely and bountifully in-

numerable blessings. Yea, far more than we
deserve or expected ; we may truly say. Thy
goodness and mercy has followed us all the days

of our lives, and we are tlie living monuments
of thy tender kindness and mercy this day. We
know that every good and perfect gift comes from

Thee, and we thank thee for the manifold, spiri-

tual, and temporal blessings thou hast bestowed

upon us. Thou hast largely supplied us with the

means of grace. Thou hast bountifully provided

for our food and raiment, and other wants ; and

we bless Thee for the hope of glory, through

the merits and atonement of thy dear Son, our

Redeemer. O Lord, fdl our hearts with love and

thankfulness, for we feel we are ungrateful and

unworthy, and undeserving of thy many and

great mercies. O Lord, have mercy upon us,

and incline our hearts to keep thy laws, and to

love thee more, and serve thee more faithfully.

Our times are i i thy hands, O Lord, and thou

knowest best what to do with us. Thou hast

promised thou would inform us and teach us

in the way wherein we should go, and guide us

w^ith thine eye. O Lord, we beseech thee at

this time be pleased to do so, and look down
upon us, with thy fatherly care ; council us, direct

us, and comfort us. Hitherto as a fiimily we
have been united together in living in one place;

but now, in thy providential overruling of our
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vi

worldly a flairs, thou hast ordered our lot to he

cast in difibrent places, and in a measure sepa-

rated us from each other. We earnestly pray

unto thee that this event may be for the good

of all ; thou<>h our dwelling places on earth may
be many miles asunder, yet, O Lord, we are at

all times and in all places under thy observation

and government. O grant us grace to be all of

one heart and mind, and united in worshipping

and serving Thee as our only Lord and Saviour.

Pour out the influence of thy Holy Spirit upon

us, and give us that true fliith in the sacrifice

that has been made by the blood of our Lord,

which cleanseth from all sin. Oh, may our souls

be washed with that blood, may we be cleansed

and purified, and may our approaches to the

throne of grace be acceptable, and may our

walk be always close with God in the paths of

righteousness.

O Lord, we pray thee to be with those that go,

and stay with those that stay. Guide, guard and

bless all according to our need wherever we are.

Above all, may each of us seek those things

that belong to our eternal welfare, and may we
obtain from thee such measure of temporal pros-

perity as may be best for our earthly sojourn.

May our chief endeavour be to seek " that

house not made with hands eternal in the Hea-

vens." Give us the spirit of prayer and suppli-

cation, " that the words of our lips and the me-

-^

«



OCCASIONAL PEAYEHS. CI

ditation of our hearts may be always acceptable

in thy sight," so that we may worship thee in

spirit and in truth. Incline thine ear to hear us

when we call upon thee. Watch over us for

our good. Let us not be led astray by tempta-

tion. Keep us from all evil and sin; and grant

unto each of us the continual aid of thy Holy

Spirit to help and direct us. May we remember

each other in our prayers, and may our supplica-

tions be acceptable before the throne of grace.

In all our allairs may we do unto others as

we would wish to be done by. These mercies

and blessings we humbly ask, O Father, for the

sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amm.

H
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62 OCCASIONAL rUAYERS.

A POEM OV rilAYEE
PRESCRIBED BY THE COUNCIL OF PUBLIC INSTRUC-

TION, UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE GRAM3IAR

SCHOOL ACT, 16 VIC, CAP. 18G., FOR THE USE

OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS, &.C.

OPENING SCHOOL.

O Lord, our Ilcavonly Father, Almighty and

Everlasting God, who hast safely brought us to

the beginning of this day, defend us in the

same by thy Almighty power, and grant that

this day we fall into no sin, neither run into

any kind of danger, but that all our doings may
be ordered by thy governance, to do always that

is righteous in thy sight, through Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen.

O Almighty God, the giver of every good and

perfect gift, the fountain of all wisdom, enlight-

en, we beseech thee, our understandings by thy

Holy Spirit, and grant that, whilst with all dili-

gence and sincerity we apply ourselves to the

attainment of human knowledge, we fail not

constantly to strive after that wisdom which
makcth wise unto salvation, that so, through

thy mercy, we may daily be advanced both

in learning and godliness, to the honour and
praise of thy Name, through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen,

Our Father, which art in Heaven, (Slc.
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CLOSING SCHOOL.

Most merciful God, wc yield thee our humble
and hearty thanks for thy fiitherly care and
preservation of us this day, and for the progress

which thou hast enabled us to make in useful

learninj^. AV^e pray thee to imprint upon our mind
whatever good instruction we have received, and
to bless them to the advantage of our temporal

and eternal welfare ; and pardon,we implore thee,

all that thou hast seen amiss in our thoughts,

words and actions. INIay thy good Providence still

guide and keep us during the approaching iiiter-

yal of rest and relaxation, so that we may be

thereby prepared to enter on the duties of the

morrow with renewed vigor, both of body and
mind ; and preserve us, Ave beseech thee, now
and ever, both outwardly in our bodies and
inwardly in our souls, for the sake of Jesus

Christ thy Son our Lord. Amen.

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &lc.

Lighten our darkness we beseech thee, O
Lord, and by thy great mercy defend us from

all perils and dangers of this night, for the love

of thine only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the

love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy

Ghost be with us all evermore. Amen.



GJi OCCASTOXAL PIlAYrJlS.

PRAYF.Tl

TO BE USED AT ALL UELUaoUS MEETINGS Oil

ASSOCIATIONS FOR THE PHO3I0TI0N OF PIOUS

OIUECTS.

Prevent us, O TiOrd, in all our (loin,!^.s Avitli

thy most gracious favour, and i'lirtlu'r us witli

thy continual help, that in all our (l()iii«j;s,

begun, continui'd aiul oiukul in thco, we may
glorify thy Holy Name, and linally by tliy

mercy, obtain everlasting life, through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen,

O merciful (:!od, who hast made all men, and

hatest nothing that thou hast made, nor

wouUh^st the death of a sinner, but rather that

he should be converted and live, have mercy

upon all the unconverted persons of the human
family, and take from them all ignorance, hard-

ness of heart, and contempt of thy word, and

so fetch them home, blessed Lord, to thy flock,

that they may be saved among the remnant of

the true Israelites, and be one fold under one

shepherd. Prosper, O Lord, the laboiu's of all

societies that are formed for the enlargement of

the Church of Christ, both at home and abroad.

May they be guided, directed and controled by
thy Holy Spirit. And bless, in like manner,

with thy providential succour, the society in

whose cause we are now met, and the undertak-

ings which we have in hand. " Prosper thou



OCCASIONAL I'UAYTVUS.

tho work of our liunds upon ns; () prosper tlioii

our liiindv work," lor llic sukv ancl tliroiii'li the

iriorits of the same, thy Son Jesus Christ onr

Lord, wht) liveth and rei,i»iieth with thee and

th(; llolv (ihost. One (iod, workl without end.

AiUf'ii.

Our Father, whieli arl in HeaviMi, tSLc.

A PJiAYEK ON KNTJ':KIN(i A PLACE OF
WORSHIP.

Wio thank thee, most mereii'ul Lord, lor the pri-

vih'«:^e of bcini^ able to come to the phiee wlier(»

Thy name is recorded, to the house of prayer and

praise. Solenmise our minds and spirits ; may
our cominjL^ here he prohtahle to us all

;
pardou

our sins, bless thy word to us, and enable ns to

worship the(^ while hi^re, in spirit and in truth,

for the sake of Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONCLUDINC; PRAYER.

Almighty God, who hast promised to hear the

petitions of them that ask in thy Son's Name,
we b(\seech thee mercifully to ij^rant that those

thiui^s which we have faithfully asked, accord-

ing- to thy will, may effectually be obtained, to

the relief of onr necessities, and to the setting

tbrth of thy glory, through Jesus Christ, our

Lord. Auirn.

E
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BENEDICTIONS.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the

U)ve of God, and the leljowship of the Holy

Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen,

The peace of God v/hich passcth all under

standing, keep our hearts and minds in the

knowledge and love of God, and ol" his Son

Jesus Christ our Lord ; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 1h(^ Holy

Ghost, be amongst us, and remain with us, now
and for evermore. Amen.

GRACE BEFORE MEAT.

Bless, O Lord, this food to our use, and us to

thv service, for the sake^ of Christ our Lord.

Amen.

GRACE AFTER MEAT.

We thank Thee, O Lord, for this provision of

thy goodness and mercy, through Jesus Christ

our Saviour. Am>en.

We thauk thee, Lord, for this our food

;

But more because of Jesus' blood,

—

Lit i«;.iina to nur souls he given,

Sent from the tree of hfe m heaven.
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