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PSALM CXXXV-21.
" Itle$)Red be the Lord out of Zion, which dwelloth Rt JerMsalem. Praia*

yo the Lord."

™ These words express the grateful feelings of the Pealoiisf,

awakened by the reni<^inbrance of Qcd's gracious dealings toward

his ancient people. In the review we take to day we shall find

abundant reason to make them heartily our own.

Although this congregation, which bears the name of the

American Presbyterian Society of Montreal, was not organized

until 1823, the denomination had been represented here at a

much earlier date ; for the first Presbyterian Church of this city

held its earliest connection with the General Assembly of the

United States. That congregation, composed of persons of both

American and British birth, and belonging to different branches

of the Presbyterian Church, was formed in 1790, and soon

secured the pastoral services of Rev. John Young. He,

although a native of Scotland) and a licentiate of tho Esta-

blished Church, had emigrated to the United States, and in

1787 had been ordained by the Presbytery of New York

as pastor of the churches at Curry's Bush, now Princeton, and

Schenectady, in that State. In 1790, when the Presbytery of

Albany was organized, he became by his location a member of

that body, and soon after came to Canada. In 1791 his new

congregation in Montreal petitioned to be taken under the care

of the Albany Presbytery, and remained in that connection

until June, 1793, when it was dismissed to unite with the new

Presbytery of Montreal, tho first body of the kind in this

country.

We find also that in Upper Canada, or, as we now say,

Ontario, AmoricanB were the religious pioneers, So early as



I .J

I

i7d8, oar sister denomination, the (Dutch) Reformed Church,

sent a Missionary to labor in that region; and he was followed in

a few years by several others, who travelled widely through the

frontier settlements, gathering congregations and administering

gospel ordinances. Among the churches thus established was

the first congregation of York, now Toronto, which was for a

while under the care of the Classis of Albany ; afterwards

became connected with tho United Synod, and finally, together

with a portion of the St. Andrew's Church of that city, took

the namo of Knox's Church, and is now one of the strongest

charges of the Canada Prcsbytcrinn body. Tho honor therefore

of planting tho first Frcabyterian Church, both in Montreal and

in Toronto, the two chief cities of this Dominion, belongs to

those kindred bodies, the Presbytery and tho Classis of Albany.

American churches are not, then; intiudcrs on this soil; but may

rightly claim priority of occupation and of work.

These early labors were, however, for tho moat part tem-

porary and soon ceased. The different denominations of tho old

country, both estibli^hed and dissentirg, soon began to care for

the people of this new land, and tho Americans generally left to

them the field and turned to their own wide and rapidly ex-

tending borders. The churches they had organized gradually

united in ecclesiastical Cdnncotion with others formed around

them, losing their distinctive character and name ; but some of

them in the West continued in a separate body, called tho

Fresbyiery of Niagara, until 1845, and a few stil) retain, in

changed relations, their American title ; while one, at St Cathe-

rines belongs to tho Prcsbytcy of Buff'alo, and keeps its placo

in the Church of the United States.

This Church, however, derives its origin from a somewhat

different bource. Like many other enterprises, of both Church

and State, it was born in strife. The separation of its founders

from another congregation was occasioned by that common

cause of divorces, ecclesiastical, as well as matrimonial—incom-

patibilitjr of disposition. Its history was this:—Trouble had

arisen in the congregation; which, in 1803, separated from the
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mother ohuroh in St, Qabriol Street, and built a second house

of worship in St. Peter Street. Its minister was Re^. liobert

Easton, a member of the Burgher Secession Synod of b'ootland

;

and the congregation olaimed oonueotion with that body, though

the tie of union seems to have been more nominal than real.

The Americans of the city were generally drawn to this

now churoh by their attachment to the voluntary principle, and

they probably formed from tho first a considerable portion of the

congregation. A goodly share of the funds for the now building,

jBtiOO of £1,500, which it cost, was collected in tho States,

with tho undorstandin:^ that it was to bo a Secession church

and to remain in that connection. After the war of 1812, tho

American population of the city considerably increased, and

that element in the congregation was strengthened in propor-

tion. About the year 1820 the question of obtaining a

colleague and successor for Mr. Easton began to be discussed,

and soon a difference of opinion was developed as to which

nationality tho ucw preacher should belong. Tho American

and Scottish members each desired a pastor from their native

land ; and in order to insure the matter for both the present

and all coming time, tho latter party proposed to transfer their

relations from the Secession to tho Established Church, and to

secure a minister from that body, and none che. The conlegb

soon waxed warm. The lalood of Covenanter and Puritan

stirred in their descendants, and incited them to renew tho

ancient strife upon this Western soil. At last the Scotchmen

triumphed, and the decisive vote was carried in their favor by a

small majority. As a result of this action, the congregation was

at once divided. The majority retained the property, took the

name of Scotland's patron saint, St. Andrew, and sent to the old

country for a minister, as they had wished. The minority with-

drew, having no possessions, but with the freedom which they

prized more than wealth, named themselves American and

gained their wish also in securing a pastor from the United

States.

It sliould be sail, however, that the separation did not
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exactly Ibllow the national line. Some Americans remained

through preference for attachment to the old Church ; and some

Scotchmen, more devoted to the voluntary system than to pa-

triotic sentiment, went forth with the seceders. The new

Society, although distinctively American, was not meant to be

so in a narrow and exclusive sense. No rule as to nationality of

members or ministers was ever made ; and it is in this connec-

tion an interesting fact, that the longest pastorate in the history

of the church was thxt of a native Scotchman. In the preamble

to the regulations, early adopted by the Society, it is stated that,

'* although a great portion of its members date their b'rth in

the United States, yet it is by no means intended to exclude

any on account of origin ; but, on the contrary, all who approve

of this our compact, are invited to unite and congregate with

U8." It is, indeed, probable that national feeling was at first

quite strong. The memory of that war between Great Britain

and the United Staffs which is still happily called the last, in

which Canadians were so deeply interested and engaged, was

then fresh, and more recent scenes had tended to intensify th j

feud. Yet, even then, the feeling was not wholly bitter, and in

the half century since elapsed, it has almost completely disap-

peared. At times, passing events have stirred the fading flame,

as during the late civil war ; but these seasons have been few

and the prevailing state has been that of constant and of f^vow-

ing peace.

When occasion has required, this Society has always proved

true to its origin and name. In their country's darkest hour, its

members have not shunned to defend her honor and to plead

her cause; and while loyal to the institutions under which they

live, they have ever joined the interests of their native country

with those of their adopted land in their love and prayers. At

present, while we keep our first name and maintain the tie that

binds us to the Church of the United States, we include among

our members persons of almost every nationality, and we know

no rivalry or difference between them.
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The movement for the formui,ion of the American Society

progressed with energy and zeal. A subscription, pledging an

annual sum for two years to its support, was opened and met

with prompt and generous response. At the first meeting of

subscribers, held on Christmas Eve, 1822, in the long-room of

the City Tavern, afterwards known as the Exchange Coff'ee

House, which then stood in the court opening from St. Paul

Street, where Evans' and Nelson's buildings have recently been

burned, it was reported that one hundred names were already on

the list and £340 were pledged. Sixty-six persons were present

at that meeting, and earnestness and unanimity marked its

proceedings. Jacob DeWilt was chairman, as he continued to

be of most meetings of the Society until his death a few years

since, and Jacob Bigelow the secretary. A prudential commit-

tee of eight members, consisting, in addition to the two already

named, of Messrs Hedge, Moore, Dickinson, Seaver, Forbes and

Leonard, was appointed for one year, and instructed to attend

at once to the securing of a place of worship, the procuring of

a minister and all other necessary matters.

It is evident that the failure or success of such an

enterprise, would depend much upon its fiist pa&tor. A wise,

firm hand upon the helm at the beginning starts the ship well

upon her way, and promises a safe and prosperous voyage ; an

indifferent or unskillful pilot will likely wreck her before she

leases the harbor's mout'i. This fact was clearly seen by tho

founders of this church, and they spared no pains to insure tho

making of a prudent choice. At the second meeting of tho

Society, held a fortnight later than the first, the Committee

reported that they had prepared a letter setting forth their

state and needs, and inquiring for the proper man to fill the all

important place, and had sent copies of this letter to well informed

and influential persons in the States, asking their advice and

assistance in the work. Some extracts from this document, as

it stands recorded in tho minutes of that meeting, will be of

interest, as showing that those men had both a large opinion of

, the field, and a high ideal of the Christian ministry. After stating
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the po.sltijn of affairs, and aflmiltinir the difficulty of describing

precisely the kind of man they _^need, they proceed to name

j-omc of the qualities which they think it necessary that he

should possess. They speak as follows :
" It is essential that

ho should be a man of unbkiuislicd character and a scholar cf

hi;.'h attainments ; his fttylc should be chaste, and his talents

brilliant, lie should be a popular preacher, and should have

that dii^'nity of deportment which results from sound principles

and true piety." They further add that, as " Montreal is a

place of considerable refinement, it is peculiarly desirable that

he should posf^ess that urbanity of manner that might bj less

needful in a difl'ertiit place ;

" and in conclusion they repeat and

emphasizo the statement th:it •' he must be a man eminent for

piety and talent."

Iteally, after reading tliat cutah <;ue of '• c;;scntial ' rjuali-

tits, we wonder that they ever found a minister, Such persons

Mere then, as new, hard to find ; and those who might approxi-

mate that standard were not apt to be in want of places, nor

willing to comet J t-uch afield as Montreal presented at that

time.

However, public worship was at once commenced. Tho

WcsJi'yan Chapel then recently built at the corner of St. James

and 8t. I''rancois Xavier Streets, where the Medical Hall now

stands, was engaged for one year, for both Sabbath and week

<lay strvicoe, at hours when not usod by its own congregation,

for a rental of £100 and half the expense of door-keeper,

rublic worship seems to have been held for the first time,

It'bruary 'i'}, 1823, conducted by Rev. Samuel W. Whelplcy,*

of Platt.>-burg, New York, whose people kindly spared him for a

fiiw weeks to labor with the new enterprise, and he continued

deeply interested for its success in after years.

* >iiii 111" Kcv. Satnuol Wholploy, of Newark and Now York, settled

1 i>t nt riatt-iburg and afterwards at East Winds ir, Conn., and still Inter

tnf.gi.t Mt I'rtvidenec, U.I. Died about 1850—.^/jm */«(.'« Annah, Vol. 11.

•>
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Iho church was fvruially organized by him, March 23^

1823, with a membership of twenty-one,—eleven males and ten

temales."-!' At the preparatory lecture, April 10th, Messrs. George

Savage, Samuel Hedge, and Elisha Lyman were ordained as

the first Elders of the church, and at the communion seaion,

upon the following Sabbath, April 13th, seven additional mem-

bars were received to church fellowship—four by letter and three

upon profession of their faith.

About this time the first candidate for the pastoral office

arrived upyn the ground. In answer to the high toned letter

sent out by the Committee describing the minister desired, ani

askirg where he might be found, Dr. Ely, of Philadelphia,

'at once replied that he kn'^w the very man, Mr. Joseph

Sanford +, at that time a member of the Senior Class in Prince-

ton Seminary. Dr. Nott, of Union College, where Mr. Sanford

had graduated three years before, fully confirmed Dr. Ely's

flattering report, and eflbrts were at once begun to induce him

to visit Montreal at an early date.

These measures were successful, and after receiving license

to preach from the Presbytery of New York in April, he came

at once and supplied the pulpit of the infant church for several

weeks. His appearance luUy justified the high recommenda-

tions lie had received. The peop'e were delighted with his

preaching, and upon the 15th of May, at a large and enthusi-

astic meeting of the Societv, a call to Mr. Sanford was

*Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Hodge, Mr. and Mrs. George Savage, Mr. and

Mrs. A. Fcssenden, Mr. and Mrs. Elisha Lyman, Messrs. D. Bridge, !!•

Dickinson, J. Bigelow, F. Crossland, G. Williams, Aj'res L. 'Winclicster,

Mrs. Cutter, Mrs. Turrell, Mrs. Corse, Mrs. Stoddard, Miss L. Hedge, and

Miss Rice.

j: Born at Vernon, Vt., February 6, 1797; graduated at Union College

1820; ordained and installed pastor of First Presbyterian Cliurch, Brook-

lyn, Oct. 16, 1823 ; installed Second Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia*

Jan. 21, 1S29 ; died Christmas day, 1831. Funeral Sermon preached by

Dr. MoAuley, Dec. '28th—text : Rev. xiv. 13.
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unanimously voteJ, with the offer of what, for the times, and the

circumstances of the congregation, was the very liberal salary of

£'^00, or $1,200, from the date of settlement—to be increased to

£400, or 01,600 as soon as a house of worship should be built,

with the provision of a dwelling whenever he should marry

Seldom is a call so heartily and earnestly extended, and high

hopes were entertained for its success ; but, after mature delibera-

tion, Mr Sanford decided to decline it, and to accept an invita-

tion from the First, and at that time only, Presbyterian

Church of Brooklyn, New York. This was a severe disappoint

ment to the new church. After fixing their hearts on such a

man it was hard to be satisfied with any other. Successive

candidates appeared, but it is to be feared that they were heard

with heavy ears, and no one was able to transfer to himself the

admiration so freely bestowed on the first favorite. At last, iu

November, after repeated failures to unite upon some other man,

the congregation repeated its call to Mr. Sanford, and pressed it

with renewed earnestness and hope. They were, however, again

disappointed and refused, and the first year of its history closed

upon the church in discouragement and doubt.

During the winter it was found difficult to secure regular

and acceptable supplies. Travel was then a slow and tedious

process, and a trip from Boston or New York to Montreal by

stage was a very different affair from a night's ride in the

Pullman car^ which it has now become. Sometimes the mini-

ster expected, failed, to come, and then one of the lay brethren,

conducted service and read a printed sermon from " The National

Preacher," after the custom of the New England fathers.

Thus a long and gloomy winter wore away.

But when April had again come round and the cold of the

external world begun to be relaxed, hope dawned once more upon

the church. One year after the coming of Mr. Sanford, another

man of kindred genius and spirit appeared upon the scene-

This was Joseph Stibbs Christmas * (also a member

*Born at Georgetown, Penn., April 10, 1803
j
graduated at Washing-

ton College, September, 1819,
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of Princeton Scuiinary, and, like Mr. Sanford, highly com-

mended by the Facalty and other friends, who now came

to the field of his future labors and success. In a few weeks he,

too, secured the people's confidence and love, and without a

dissenting voice they extended to him the call which they bad

twice urged upon another, making no alteration in it, save tho

necessary changes of date and name. This time they gained

the prize they sought. Mr. Christmas soon signified his accept-

ance of the call ; and having graduated at the Seminary, and

united with the Presbytery of New York, with which the

church had now become connected, he was by that body, upon

Sabbath, the first day of August, 1824, ordained to the work

of the Gospel ministry, and installed pastor of the American

Church of Montreal. The services were held in the old St.

Peter Street Church, to which the Society had now returned,

having leased it upon the same terms as they had formerly held

the Wesleyan Chapel. Tho sermon was preached and the

ordaining prayer offered by Rev. Dr. McAuley. The charge

to tho pastor was given by Rev, S, H. Cox, and the address to

the people by Rev. Wm. Patten. In addition to these men—who

were then all prominent pastors in New York, and two of whom,

Drs. Cox and Patton, remain in vigorous old age until the

present time,—Dr. Nettleton, the great revivalist, was also pre-

sent, although too feeble to share actively in the services. Rev. Mr.

Henderson, of St. Andrews, P. Q. ; Mr. Furkiss, of Laprairie,

and Mr. Whelpley, of Plattsburg, who had organized the church,

wore present and assisted in the laying on ofhands. It was a brilliant

constellation of piety and worth which shone upon the cradle of the

new-born church, giving presage of a bright and prosperous

career ; and its largest promise was speedily fulfilled, for,

despite the difiiculties which opposed the enterprise, and which

might well have daunted an older and more experienced man,

the youthful pastor quickly led it to a position of assured success.

It is difficult at this distance to speak of Mr. Christmas

terms that do justice to the theme and yet seemin

the words of soberness and truth. His character combinod

excellencies so numerous and various, that it is hard to believe
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thctn tho qualities of one m&Q* In him tlie gentlest disposltioa

aad the most glowing imagioation, were so balanced, by the

soundest principle and guided by the most sober judgment,

that his mind was equally distinguished for its beauty and its

strength. His face was almost feminine in its delicacy, and bis

form and movements were well nigh faultless in their grace
;
yet

his manner was commanding and his look high and manly.

Scarcely more than a boy in years (barely twenty-one when be

came to Montreal), and even less mature in looks, he bore hiiu<

self mlh. such dignity and prudence as let no man despise his

youth. Full of {esthetic taste and talent, he had been in earlier

years both a poet and a painter—an artist both of the pencil and

pen—and had looked forward to a life spant in ^the pursuit of

literature and art, but when he became a Christian, he gave up

these plans so completely that they seem never to have returned.

Drawn by the constraining love of Christ, he henceforth desired

only to become a Gospel preacher. In later years, describing

his emotions, he said: "I might with propriety say with

Jeremiah that the word of the Lord was in my heart as a burn-

ing fire, shut up within my bones, and I ,,was weary with for-

bearing, and I could not stay." Well trained in tho studies of

his literary course, and thoroughly grounded by the able Pro-

fessors at Princeton, in the substantial doctrines of the Calvi-

nistic faiht ; his intercourse with Nettleton had added fervor to

his creed and fired his gifts and culture with a burning and

untiring love. ...
Does any one suppose that this is extravagant or

unmeaning praise? Let him look at the history of that

career, and consider the place in which he stood and

the difl&culties against which ho fought, lie came to a

church of twenty-five members—a congregation neither large

nor rich, and moreover somewhat disheartened and alien-

ated from each other, by the experience through which they

had passed. The Society not only owned no property : it had no

right to do so-^possessed not even a legal existence or a name
;

and in the condition of the laws at that period, these things were
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sently decided that no minister save a clergyman of the

lomish, or the Established English or Scottish Church, could

twfully perform the rites of baptism, burial or marriage,

furing the whole pastorate of Mr. Christmas this remained the

ise, and the course which he pursued helped to illustrate thj

ipirit of the man. Regarding marriage and burial as largely

ivil rites, he respected the laws upon these points and never

)nsented to officiate responsibly at either. But believing,

iptism to be an ordinance of the church ; receiving his commis-

lon to baptize from the same authority which bade him preach,

id rendermg to God the things which are God's as carefully as

Ctesar Ctesar's things, he always baptized both infanU and

|dults when called to do so ; and although sometimes threatened

rith persecution, he was never actually molested*. Moreover

Society to which he ministered was not favorably

egarded by the community at larger They were stigmatised as

;ctious and schismatic, and accused of narrow national picju.

lices and aims. Rev. Dr. Wilkes of this city, who personally

ecalls that time, says :
" I'here was then an absurd prejudice

in the minds of English-speaking people, generally, against

everything and everybody not of &itish origin," Such were

the difficulties which he met : yet see the work which he performed

In four years of labor, interrupted by journeys to solicit

Ifunds in thb United States, and broken by repeated illness, he

Igathered a numerous and prosperous congregation ; built a good

house of worship on one of the best sites in the city ; received

to church membership, mainly by profession, almost two hun*

|dred persons; established a flourishing Home Sabbath School

in the centre, and mission efibrts at both ends of the city

;

aided in founding the various societies of benevolent and chris-

tian work which still live among us, and at his departure left

a memory which has continued fresh and fragrant to the pre-

* Other Ministers, however, were loss fortunate. One at Quebec was

prosecuted by Bishop Mountain and imprisoned sit uionth« for violatioh

of this IftWt

X
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sent time. Nor is this all he did. Besides his regular routine

of pastoral work, and the special services which he often held,

he found time to help forward every good word and work. He

wrote much for the public press upon the passing topics of the

times. A published report of the Bible Society ; an Essay on

the Christian Sabbath ; a discussion with a Roman Calliolic

priest, afterwards continued with a layman, conducted in the

papers and reprinted in pamphlet form ; an appeal to the in-

habitants of Lower Canada upon the disuse of ardent spirits;

some tracts published by the American Tract Society ; two

printed sermons ; a thorough course of Biblical study, and a

wide range of reading regularly carried on—these are sortie of

the items noted in hia journal as among the work accomplished

while he "lived in Montreal. He probably preached the tirst

temperance discourse, he certainly formed the first temperance

society, in Canada^ and he was doubtless the pioneer in taking

an aggressive attitude toward the Romish Church. Under

his pungent, faithful preaching, the earliest religious revival in

a Presbyterian Church ot this city occurred, and produced no

little stir among the people of that day. Ministers gravely

remonstrated with him upon what they deemed his excessive

and unsafe zeal, and the baser sort scoffed and openly opposed

the work. In connection with that revival, there were about one

hundred conversions in his own congregation, and its influence

pread to other places ; so that, at the town of St. Andrews,

where he visited and preached, thirty persons were converted

and added to the church.

Remembering these things, it is not too much to say, that

the cause of earnest. Evangelical religion throughout this Pro-

vince, received from him a strong impulse, and owes to him a

large and lasting debt. Surely the high pastoral ideal which

the church at first conceived, was in him completely filled ;
but,

alas! his course was brief as wiill as bright ; his health was

never firm, and the rigor of this Noithern climate told severely

on his strength. Three years after settlement, in August, 1827,

ho tendered his resignation of the pastoral office ; but, upon the

partial improvement of his health, and at the earnest reriucst of
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: the people, he withdrew it and remained another year. His cottvii-

lesoenoe, however, was of short duration ; and in August, 1828,

he again asked to be dismissed, and severed that connection

I

which had proved so full of happiness and fruit. His farewell

I

letter to the congregation, written from Connecticut, whither ho

I had gone in search of health, is a model of its kind, and

[deserves to be read entire in this presence, but wo can only

briefly quote. After referring to his unwillingness at first to go

to Canada, and his subsequent yielding to what seemed the

[plain command of duty, he proceeds to say : ** When the

[peculiar difficulties aod immense importance of the station

lare considered, in connection with the fact that your

}astor has been sustained and blessed beyond your ezpec-

[tation or his own, you are forcibly reminded how much more

^ou are indebted to the goodness of Providence, than to the

[wisdom of your choice; and he is solemnly and affectingly

ibound to give glory to God for His mercy and truth's sake.

Ilf the enlargement and stability of jour congregation

;

^the unembarrassed possession of a spacious and convenient

I house of worship ; the enjoyment of what you were once

,
strangers to—unity of heart and harmony of counsel ; the

shining of your light in darkness, which is beginning to

eomprehend it; the accession of moral strength to the visible

body of Christ, and the renovation of many immortal minds

whom the Redeemer shall set as jewels in His mediatorial crown

—

if these be just causes of thankfulness to Zion's King, we will

unite in adoring Him who once made use of the clay for open-

ing the eyes of the blind."

In describing his feelings at parting with his people, lie

says: "I do it with the reluctance of a missionary who, worn

down in some foreign land, is driven from the strongholds he

has won to return and breathe his native air—a useless invalid.

I do it with the feelings of a soldier whDm his General com-

mands from the high places of the field to the ignoble work of

guarding the encampment ; I do it with all the laceration of

affection which lakes place in being severed from a people who
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have been so kind and indulgent as I can tcsttfy that you hare

been. Notwithstanding the tide of prejudice which in Canada

sets strongly and steadily against a man of my country and

principles ; the civil disabilities which a persecuting law lays

upon me as a clergyman ; separatioo from the sympathies of

home and kindred, and the great amount of ministerial lubor,

unrelieved by exchanges, which my solitary position has im-

posed, I could feel ready to say, with the Moabitcss of old

:

* Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I bo buried : the

Lord do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thoo

and me.'"

Then, after stating that imperative duly leaves him no

alternative, he proceeds to plead with Christians, that they adorn

their profession and walk worthy of the vocation whercwitii

they are called. ; and appeals to those still unconverted, that they

at once become reconciled to God. Ho exhorts his people to

liberality in support of the societies in which he had rouFcd

their interest, and commends to them especially the cause of

temperance, in which he had been the pioneer. Since the part-

ing charge of Paul to the Ephesian Elders, I doubt if a more

tender and faithful farewell has been given.

After his dismission from this church, Mr. Christmas

rested from pastoral work, for a time during which he visited

New Orleans as Agent for the American Bible Society, and

spent some time at Boston, Mass., in the family of his friend,

Mr. S. v. S» Wilder, where ho preached for the famous

* Hillside Church.'* In October, 1829, he was installed pastor of

the Bowery Church in New York, and began his ministry wiih

the greatest acceptance and success, taking rank at once amonj^'

the most attractive preachers of the city. But his health again

proved unequal to the task, and he died suddenly, March 14tli

1830, just five months after settlement, when not quite twenty-

seven years old. His wife and both his children had died with-

in a few months previous, so that the entire family were called

away within a single year: " They were lovely and pleasant in

their lives, and in their death they were not divided."
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So lived aud labored uud died the first pastor of this

'church—a man of rare baauty and nobility of character. Doubt-

lu8i he had his faults ; but after a careful perusal of all that I

I
can find relating to him, I have not been able to discover what

they were. We may think he erred in wearing out his strength

too soon, aud going down to an untimely grave ; but not all men

'are made to work alike. Some trees grow slowly and live long

—

others bear fruit early and die young ; and so it is with men.

I

We do well to cherish his name ; and to do it honor, would it not

also be well if we should honor ourselves by founding some

I memorial worthy of his work ?—not by the erection of a costly

[monument or tablet, but by establishing a school or mission

chapel, or society for Christian work—in short, something which

should illustrate his character and perpetuate his influence, as

j
well as keep alive his name.*

After the fall of such a leader, it is not surprising that some

time passed before his place was filled. The minds of the people

[now again reverted to the man of their first choice; and at the

annual meeting of that year, December 25, 1828, they again

unanimously called Mr. San ford in the same terms as on the

two former occasions. It was now fondly hoped that he would

accept ; but he again disappointed them, for, although he left

Brooklyn at about that time, it was to become pastor of the

Socond Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia, where three years

afterward he died. The church then remained a year without

a pastor, and it was not until January, 1830, that they recovered

sufficiently from the double sorrow of bereavement and defeat to

call another man.

* Before Mr. Christmas gracluatod from the Seminary ho had become

greatly interested in the state of France, and almost decided to devote

himself to the work in that country. Disappointed in this plan, one

argument which induced hiui to come to Montreal was, the hope that he

might be u;=el'ul to the French population of this Province. It would

seem, therefore, as if some special effort in connection with the French

Canadian work, would bo particularly appropriate as a tribute to his

memory.

It
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This time tlicii' ciioicc loll upon Mr. (leo. W. Pcikiiiv u

recent graduate of New Haven, where under the iurttruetioii id

Dr. Tuylor, he had learned a different system of Thcolo^'y IVdiii

that which Christmas had been tau<j;ht at Princeton. He li;ul

already spent a few months among the people as supply, and by

his ability and boldness had won their high esteem. Like his

predecessor ho was ordained and installed by tho Presbytery of

New York, May 30, 1830, and it seems that some of tho minis-

ters assisted in this service as in tho previous one six yours

before. The name of Dr. Cox appears upon tho church rocoids

of that time, and it is believed that Dr. Patton was also prcsout,

although no sketch of the order of service has been prci;cived.

Mr. Perkins remained in office a littlo more than nine

years, until Juno, 1831), when, he too, was compelled by serious

ill health, greatly to the regret of both himself and his people to

retire from the field. This vigorous climate proved too stimu-

lating to his intensely nervous temperament ; and exaggerated

ideas of his duty and his powers of endurance, led him to taxliis

frame beyond its strength.

In one ofhis letters from Montreal he said :
" I am dimiuish-

ing my sleep, taking now but six hours, and thinking of oomiui,'

gradually down to five." In the cold mornings ofour Canadiuu

winter he would rise long before light, mount his horse, take a

canter along the bleak mountain's side, and return to his work

in the study before the morning dawned. Almost no man could

bear such exposure, and it is no marvel that his health should

fail, indeed it seems the only wonder that ho should havo

endured so long. It was quite characteristic of his independent

and energetic mind, that he should seek to conquer the climate

instead of yielding to it; but even his iron purpose was not

equal to the task, and he found at lust that although the spirit

might be willing, yet the flesh was weak.

His was afaithful and a fruitful pastorate. A very ditler-

ent man from Mr. Christmas—he was by that very contrast,

better fitted to succeed him, and to carry on the work which had

so well been commenced. He had a s'rong well balanced mind.
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and boDOuth it lay u p,'runito fuuudutioQ of tiriu piitiuiplo and

sound oominon Mun.so. Perhaps hid chief churauturiHtics wcro u

sturdy uadcrdtundiog, an intcnso consoiuntiousucss und un un-

flinching devotion to what ho doomed tho ri'jht. lie buw

clearly, lie felt deeply and ho spoko boldly. He had much of

the old Puritan Hcnse of duty, and relij^ion spoke to him with

tho stern, " thou shult," and " thou shult not," of the Mo.suio

code, lie was not beautiful, nor imaginative, nor poetic in

style, nor lusthetic in taste ; but ho was earnest aud practical

and logical, and fearless and true. His discourses wcro not

elegant, but they wcro always sensible and forcible, and some«

times they wore in tho best sense eloquent, in the clearness of

their statements, tho strength of their arguments, and the power

of their appeals.

The difficulties whioh ho mot wcro unlike those which had

opposed his predecessor. In spito of prejudice and misunder-

standing, Mr. Christmas had yot found an open field in whioh

were no other workers like minded with himself. People

of evangolicul opinions of different denominations, Baptists,

Independents, and dissenting Presbyterians, having no con-

gregations of their own, attended his ministry, aided in his

support and in some cases had united with the church. In the

steady increase of tho Protestant population tho time had now

arrived for founding churches of tho various orders, and these

movements necessarily tended to deplete and for a time to weaken

the American congregation. In the first six years of Mr. Perkins'

ministry, six Protestant churches wcro established -^ in the city,

and nearly all of them drew from him some of his attendants and

well loved friends. This process was a trying test to tho young and

zealous pastor. There was danger that in this growth of enter-

prises, tho,*e should spring up a feeling of rivalry and competi-

tion hostile to tho loving spirit of tho gospel. The people too

^Fii-st Bajitist and Zion Congrogational Churchos in 1831 ; Krskine

United Presbyterian and Ottawa ISt. Wosloyan in 1833; .St. Paul's Church

of Scotland and Cote .St. Free Presbyterian in 1834.
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lui^lit bccuiuo di«contcQtod at tliolr Iojjscs und bo dispo.suJ to

blame the minister for what he could not help, and the pastor

nii''ht be soured in mind or disheartened in his work.

It is high praise to say of Mr. Perkins' that he bore him-

self with manly courage and kindness through this trying time

and ever showed a christian temper toward those who wore

around. He even cherished a catholic and liberal spirit and

was instrumental in diminishing the exclusiveness which had

hitherto prevailed. His church in spite of losses and removals

continued to increase. In connection with his ministry there

were two hundred and sixty-three (2G3) additions to the churcli

an annual average of nearly thirty ; a ratio only surpassed in

Mr. Christmas' time, and which has probably never been

c<iualled since. The records show a remarkable evenness and

steadiness of church growth then, which speak volumes for the

pastor's faithfuUness and skill.

Some events which occurred during his ministry deserve

special note. One of these was the first appearance of tlie

cholera in Montreal in 1832, when it struck terror to all bear's

and produced fearful ravages among the people. Such an

emergency revealed the sterling courage of the man. As soon

as the disease appeared he accompanied the physicians on their

rounds to learn its nature and its proper treatment, and then

gave himself to the care of the sick and dead. He was himself

ill and thought that he might die, but never thought of desert-

ing his post, until the plague had spent its force and the danger

was completely past.

Another affair, famous at the time, althouivh now almost

forgotten, was the case of the celebrated but infamous Maria
3Ionk. This woman professed to be a converted nun and made
what she termed " awful disclosures " of the vices practiced in

the Bomish institutions of this city. Ilcr reports were eagerly

believed and circulated by many persons, and immense editions

of her work were sold. Mr. Perkins, however, with his usual
clearness investigated the affair, and became convinced that she

was an impostor and her storios utterly unworthy of belief.
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Having readied this conclusion, he of course, made it knowti,

and appeared in the public prints as a defender of the Romish

church against her slanderous attacks. For this action he was

in many quarters terribly misrepresented and abused. All

manner of foul names were heaped upon him ; he was accused

of being a traitor to the Protestant cause, and called a Jesuit

in disguise. His course was the most honorable from the fact

tlmt he had always been outspoken in opposition to the Romish

church. But he loved justice and fair play above all other

things, and would espouse an unpopular cause in their defense.

He was also here in the exciting scenes of the rebellion of

1837, and among his letters is a description of the battle- field

at St. Eustache, as it appeared the day after the fight while

still strewn with the wounded and dead.

Throughout an eventful and difficult career he proved him-

self on all occasions, an able and faithful minister and a true and

noble man. At last, however, his health broke beneath the strain,

and though persuaded by his people, once to delay the resignation

which he tendered, and to seek restoration in rest and travel, he

found but slight relief, and was dismissed, with his system so

reduced, that some time elapsed before he was again able to

preach or to perform any mental work.

In 1841 he was settled at Meriden, Conn., where he

labored for thirteen years with usual vigor and success. While

liere his feelings of generosity and hia love of justice led him

to engage heartily in the anti-slavery cause, then in its early

and unpopular stage. He became one of its most prominent

and earnest leaders in the State, and drew down upon himself

much wrath and scorn. Throughout nearly the whole of his

life at Mciiden, while greatly beloved by his own flock, he was

one of the most unpopular men in the State. To be called an

Abolitionist then, was to receive the foulest stigma and to have

one's name cast out as evil, but he gloried in the title, and

fought for the truMi in sut;h a way as to make himself respected

if not loved.
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In ISSi he became the first pastor of the First Congrcga-

tional Church of Chicago, which had then been recently estab-

lished upon distinctive anti-slavery principles, and which found

in him a fitting leader. In that congenial and important field he

preached for nearly three years with great enjoyment and success;

the church grew rapidly in size and strength beneath his labor?,

and has ever since ranked among the largest and most useful

congregations of that city; he died after a brief illness November

13th, 1856. A memorial tablet for him was placed in the churcli

edifice which had been built during his pastorate ; but tie

spiritual house which he had helped in Chicago and elsewhere

to rear, is his best and most enduring monument. While men

do honor to the sterling qualities which he possessed, his name

will not cease to be remembered with affection and respect.

Rev. Caleb Strong, the next pastor of the church, was

upon the ground before Mr. Perkins was dismissed, having been

secured by him as a supply while he went in a vain search for

health. When it was known that Mr. Perkins could not return,

the people naturally selected as his successor the man who had

so acceptably filled his place ; and one week after accepting their

former pastor's resignation, they extended to him a hearty and

unanimous call.

It was characteristic of the man that, notwithstanding his

thorough acquaintance with the people and the field, he should

take several weeks to decide upon his course ; and, before giving

a final answer, shouU' carefully guard one or two minor points

not mentioned in the call. The Society cheerfully met his wishes

in these matters ; whereupon he signiticd his full consent, and was

installed pastor by the Presbytery, Sabbath, September 20tli,

1839, having previously been ovdained by a Congregational con-

sociation in Massachusetts, At this service Dr. Patton, the

early and constant friend of the church, presided and gave the

charge to the pastor
; Dr. Hatfield preached the sermon and Mr.

McLane addressed the people,

A peculiarly tender interest attaches to the memory of Mr.
Strong, from the fact that he is the only pastor of this church

V

X
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who has died in office. But there are other valid reasons why

his name should be held in fresh and lasting honor. He was

pic eminently a man to be beloved. Less brilliant than Mr.

Christinas, and less bold than Mr. Perkins, he was most amiable

in spirit and most pleasing and gentle in manner. One who

knew him well says of him : " He was a remarkably attractive

man, partly from an unusually peaceful and winning presence,

and partly from a great frankness and sweetnass of temper."

He, perhaps, had very few striking points of character ; this

however was not due to weakness, but because his whole mind was

so fully and harmoniously developed. He probably never soared

to any lolty heights of eloquence ; he certainly never sank to

mediocrity and dullness. The grandson of Governor Strong

of Massachusetts—a man equally honored in political and

religious life—he was descended from an ancient and noble race

Born at Northampton—a town among the most beautiful in

natural location, and the richest in historic interest in New
England—he enjoyed the best early advantages of scenery and

association. Educated at Yale College and trained for a year

in each of the theological schools of Andover, Princeton and

New Haven, he had the largest opportunities for broad and

thorough culture. All these influences made their mark upon

him and affected his future character and life. He was

a worthy representative of the men whom New England

blood and training can produce. Under his ministry the

church kept on the even tenor of its way, enjoying a gradual

and healthful, but never a rapid or spasmodic growth. His

work was done so quietly that the community did not realize

how large a place in its regard he filled until he was suddenly

removed, and then it appeared how dearly and widely he was

loved.

On New Year's day, 1847, he attended the usual festival

of Sabbath Schools, held, as was the custom in those days, at the

American Church, At that time he was in ordinary health and

spirits, receiving and returning the congratulations of the sea-

son, and afterward calling upon the families of some ministerial
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friends. In the afternoon ho felt unwell and hiy down upon

Lis couch, from which he never rose. His case was not thou!j,lit

critical till Sabbath morning, January ;3rd, when his disease

suddenly assumed an alarming and intensely painful form, and

he lingered in great agony until two o'clock on Monday morninij,

when he gently fell asleep. During the terrible suflFering he was

calm and conscious almost to the end, anxious to be relieved, jot

willing to abide the Master's will. In reply to a friend who

expressed his sorrow at finding him worse, he answered : " Wiiy

not say better ?" When approached with some cnfiuiries as to

his state of mind, he said : " I hold principles and truths that

perfectly sustain me." lie spoke very humbly of his ministry,

and expressed an earnest hope that his death might prove of

saving benefit to some whom his preaching had not reached.

When asked by Dr. Wilkes, *' Is the Master kind to you, my

brother, in this hour of distress?" He answered: "Yes

more kind to me than to you." His last audible words were

"What to chcose I wot not"—evidently referring to the

Apostle's words: " What I shall choose I wot not. For I am
in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with

Christ
; which is far better." His funeral was attended by

clergymen of all the Protestant deuominations, while in the long

procession walked men ot all ranks and faiths, even Roman
Catholics and Jews. An address was made on the occasion by

his friend, Dr. Wilkes, who also preached a more complete

memorial discourse, the next Sabbath afternoon, in the

American Church. A tablet, beautiful in its own simplicity

and in its fitness to the unassuming nature of the man, was
placed beside the pulpit where he preached, and at the building
of the present house was removed to the position whence it now
looks out upon us, and, with no word of eulogy for him, speaks
the very message which he would desire it to "utter : " Remem-
ber the words which I ^pakc unto you. while I was yet with
you." His remains sleep in our beautiful mountain cemetery
and his name is green in many of our hearts and homes.

Dear friends, let us listen to the voice that comes to us
to-day, not from that tablet sacred to the memory of Stronii",
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alone, but from the graves of Chtislmas and of Perkins, too,

"for being dead they yet speak !" Recall their lives and labore

—

so brief, but so eventful in their acting, and so rich in their

results. Not often does a congregation secure such a line of

pastors, so gifted in themselves and so well fitted to succeed

each other. Their united terms of service cover almost exactly

the first half of the existence of the church.

It is pleasant to look back upon these peaceful, prosperous

(lays. Throughout that period no serious root of bitterness had

sprung up to trouble and divide the church. The people had

never become discontented and dismissed thtir pastor, and the

pastor had never deserted his people for a more attractive or re-

munerative field. The hand of Providence alone had cut the

cords that bound those pastors to the church. In loving, grateful

recognition of their work, and in strong and comforting assur-

ance of their glorified estate, we apply to all of them to-day the

t(xt from which the funeral discourse of one of them was

preached, and say :
" Blessed arc the dead which die in the

Lord ; from henceforth yea saith the spirit, that they may rest

fiom their labors, and their works do follow them."

Of the three remaining pastors of the church it is not meet

that I should speak in lengthened terms to-day. Concerning

the two who have gone to other fields of labor, I am almost

equally restrained from utterance on this occasion, by the pre-

sence of the one and the absence of the other. They were

personally known to, and arc remembered by, many of this con-

grejiation, and there is no need that any one should tell you

auglit regarding them. The time for writing the full, impartial

record of this period— its painful portious, in the troubles which

led to the withdrawal of the late pastor, as well as its pleasant

features—will sometime come, but has not yet arrived. Mean-

wliile the materials for it should be carefully collected and laid

by for future use. Facts, like timber, should be well seasoned

before they arc wrought into permanent form.

Rev. John McLeod was installed pastor in, No^

1817, and relieved from his charge, April, 1857, to seek

November,

a more
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congenial climate, and for a time to rest from pastoral work.

For many years ho served as District Secretary of the American

Board of Foreign Missions in Philadelphia, and has also for

some time had charge of a congregation in tliat city. In both

these positions he has been happy, useful and beloved, as he was

while here.

His pastorate was marked by some important changes

in both the house and forms of worship. At his recom-

mendation and request the Society voted at its Annual Meeting,

December, 1847, to substitute for Watts and Select Hymns, the

Church Psalmist, which continued to hold its place in the

service of praise until in turn it was superseded, upon the first

Sabbath of this year, by the Church Hymn Book. The

basement story of the church, which had hitherto been rent-

ed as a store for packing pork, was in 1850 fitted up for

purposes more congenial to the place, and the scene of business

became indeed the house of prayer. Here was held henceforth

the morning Sabbath School, for many years one of the foremost

religious institutions of the city, and also the scarcely less

famous Sabbath evening meeting for conference and prayer,

Many persons who worshipped in other churches were accustomed

to attend these services, and still speak of them with hearty in-

terest. After this improvement had been made, the small debt

still remaining on the house, amounting to $3,200, next received

attention, and the Society records state that by a special and

united effort it was entirely removed.

After Mr. McLeod's dismissal, because of continued and

serious ill-health, in 1857, Rev. James B. Bonar was in the

following July installed pastor, and closed his labors in

February, 1869, having filled the longest pastorate in the his-

tory of the church. He is now happily settled over an import*

ant Congregational Church in Connecticut. During his ministry,

in 18G3, Rev. E. P. Hammond held a scries of meetings in the

church, and a larger number of persons made a profession of
religion than in any previous year.
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About this time it began to be felt that a new church edifice,

in a more convenient and quiet locality, was needed by the con-

gregation ; and in February, 1864, a committee was appointed

and authorized to purchase the present site and to. proceed to

the erection of a new house. The Lafayette Avenue Church,

of Brooklyn, was selected as the model of the building ;—the

work was pushed steadily forward, and upon June 24th, 1866, the

completed sanctuary was opened for worship and dedicated to

the Triune God. Sermons were preached on the occasion by

Pros. Fisher, of Hamilton College ; Rev. T. R. Smith, D.D., of

New York City, and Rev. Dr. Cuyler, of Brooklyn.

The old property was sold for business purposes, and the

house, hallowed by almost forty years of service, and which had

been not only the home of its own congregation, but a religious

gathering place and centre for the city, was pulled down. Many
of the older members left it with regret, and some of them never

felt so much at home elsewhere. In the interval between the

sale of the old building and the completion of the new, the

congregation met for more than a year in the hall of the Normal

School in Belmont Street.

It was not singular that so great a change in the site and

appearance of the church should for a while unsettle and disturb

the people, nor strange that they gathered somewhat slowly to

the new house, so that it seemed almost too large and costly for

its use. But, with the increase and movement of the population

the location has rapidly improved, and is now among the best.

Other congregations have followed oar example, or are prepar-

ing to do so, and testify both to the excellence of our site and

our good qualities as neighbors, by settling as near us as they

can. At present, while our building is not full, and we can still

say, in terms of scriptural invitation, that there still is room, it

no longer wears an empty look, and does not seem larger than

our near prospective needs.

Subsequent to the resignation of Mr. Bonar, there occurred

a long aud painful vacancy in the pastoral office. At length his

successcr was obtained and began his work January 1st, 1871,

, 4

y/
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although not formally installed as pastor until the next Novcm-

l)cr. The history of his connection is not made, and thcrcfoii!

cannot yet be told. Suffice it to express -the hope, that it in;iy

prove worthy of the pastorates which have preceded it, and

that the mantlo of those who have gone before in this office

may rest upon him who now fills it.

We have thus glanced hastily at the field and the laborers

;

it is now time that we should inquire for the fruit. The results

of this church in its life and work cannot be expressed infigurc-^

and words. They will not be fully known, until declared in

the great day of accounts. We can however give some facts

which help us to estimate the influence and power of the churcli.

From the beginning there have been connected with it

1104 persons, 345 of whom are still enrolled upon its books.

Of the remainder some have gone to do us honor, and to

strengthen the Redeemer's cause, in other places, and many have

passed from the scenes of earthly gathering to join the general

assembly and church of the first born which are written in heaven.

We have said that this church has had six pastors : it has

also reared idx ministers. The earliest of these was Rev. Dr.

Wilkes, of whom no one n <^ds to speak in Montreal. He was

converted under the ministry of Mr. Christmas, and by Jiira was

induced to give up flattering business prospects to become a gospel

preacher. After completing his course of study in Scotland, ho

was for a while settled in Edinburgh ; then became pastor of the

new Zion Church of this city, which under his faithful labors,

continued for nearly thirty-five years, grew into commandint;

oizo and strength
; and although he has now retired from tlio

active pastorate, his bow abides in strength, and as professor in

the Theological College, he is imparting to others the stores of

his rich and full experience. In all this work the influence oi'

our first pastor still lives, and wo ro^^rd it both with interest

and pride. Dr. Wilkes has always retained his early friendship

for the church
; and as the years have gouo by, and his position

has been changed from one of its youngest to one of its oldest Hvinu'
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uieiubcrs, ho has ever manifested a filial, fraternal, fatherly

uffection toward it. It is alike a grief to him and us that pressing

and long planned engagements prevent his being with us at this

time.

Upon the same day that Dr. Wilkes was admitted to the

churcli, more tlun twenty others mi'de a profession of their

Christian faith. Among them was another who became a minis-

ter Rev. P. G. Cooke of Buffalo, who has done good service fur

the church and world as teacher, pastor, chaplain— first of the

New-York State Penitentiary at Auburn, and afterward of a

regiment in the late war—and is now a zealous and successful

missionary in the city where he lives. Mr. Cooke is here to-day,

and we shall hear from him, of his own work and the memories

of the p'lst before these Jubilee services are closed.

James D. Moore was encouraged and aided in his studies-

by our second Pastor Mr, Perkins, and preached for many
years in Connecticut, vvhere he died not long sincj. David

Dobie went out from this church to graduate at Middlebury and

New Haven, and labored successively at Huntingdon in this

province, in an enterprize planted by this church, afterward at

Plattsburg, N. Y.. and died, just as he was to enter the pasiorate,

at St. Albans. Vt.

Rev. J. T. Dickinson, another of Mr. Perkins' young men,

was for a time a pastor in the States, then a missionary to China,

and is still living, retired from the ministry, in Connecticut.

The youngest ministerial son of the chureh is Rev. Wm.
Addy, pastor of the Presbyterian Church at Marietta, Ohio,

who has come from his distant Western homo to share in the

reminiscences and rejoicings of to-day.

Through these laborers sent forth, the churcli has touciied

almost every department of Christian work. In home and

foreign fields—from the Pulpit, the Professor's chair, and the

Instructor's desk : through the prison cells and courts, and upon

the high places of the bloody field—she has lifted up, through

them, her voice to speak the word of truth. " Blessed are they

that sow beside all waters," and our church seems entitled to

i



ehare iu that benediction. This is good and honoiublo fruit

;

would that wo had muuh uioro of it to show I Alas that so

many years have passed since any of thcso clusters have been

borne upon our vine ! Where arc those who will follow in these

ranks V Let tho church pray, like Hannah, for sons that shall

take away our reproach ol' barrenness, and who shall become the

ministers and priests of God.

This Society has always borne a good repute for Christian

onteiprise and liberality. In tho work of Foreign missions,

it has been interested from the first. Among its founders were

some acquainted with the American Board at its inception,

and who contributed annually and generously to its work.

How much has been given to this cause cannot now bo

ascertained ; but probably an estimate of an annual average

of $1,000, for the entire time, would not be too great; while

at present it is much higher, amounting last year to nearly

or quite $2500. In the Homo Missionary work of this

city and province, the church has borne an active part

As early as 1826, within three years of its own formation

it established the first mission Sunday School of this region,

below the city limits, at tho neighborhood known as the

" Cross," and a little while after one at the opposite end of

the town, in the Tanneries Village. These schools hav;' t vor since

been sustained, and, for a large portion of tho time, have been thu

only means of Protestant instruction which the children ofthese

districts have enjoyeJ. Owing to their position they have never

become large ; but, though comparatively humble, they have done

a useful and important work. Other mission enterprises have

been established by the church in different quarters, and continued

until the special call for their existence ceased. A school for

colored children, and one in the St. Lawrence Suburbs, were

among these efforts. In 1864 an enterprise was commenced by

some of its members near Chaboillez Square, in what was at

that time one of the most neglected sections of tho city. An
experienced missionary was employed to conduct the work, a

flourishing Sunday School was formed, a branch of the church
I
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was organized, and tho ordinances administered ut the mission

building. Tho old accommodations soon proved too small and
in 1870 the present commodious and substantial stone chapel in

Inspector Street, was erected at an expense of more than

$12,000. A congregation respectable in size and appearance

now worship statedly within its walls, and all tho services usual

to an independent church are in successful operation.

Tho religious destitution of the surrounding country

attracted the attention of our fathers, and enlisted their hearty

efforts at an early day. In 1827, an organization called tho

Canada Education and Home Missionary Society, was formed

mainly or wholly by persons connected with this congregation

though some of them belonged to other denominations not repre-

sented in the city at that time. The object of this Society was

declared by its constitution to be tho promulgation of the gospel,

in Canada, and in accomplishing this end, it sought to educate

pious young men for the ministry, to assist feeble congregations,

and to send the preaching of the truth to the destitute in both

Provinces.

It was hoped that a Christian Collegiate and Theological

Institution might be founded, and some progress in the work was

made. Instruction was given to young men, aided from the funds

of the Society for some years, by Rev. J. Smith, of Kingston, and

several hundred volumes of books given by friends in England,

among whom were Rowland Ilill, Pyo Smith and other famous

men, were at tho close of Mr. Smith's labors transferred to this

city, where the work was, for a while continued by Messrs

Wilkes and Carruthers, and formed the germ out of which the

present library of the Congregational College of British North

America grew. The Evangelistic work of the Society was

prosecuted with vigor and success, Presbyterians of the dissent-

ing bodies. Baptists and Congrcgationalists were all assisted by

it, help was received from the American Home Missionary

Society, and men and means were obtained both from Great

Britain and the States. Many of the churches since grown

prosperous and strong, owe their planting to its fostering care, and

I
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many of the laborers wlio Luvc bccQ mo«t widely auccessful iu

this ProviHCcj were brought to Canada through its agoaoy.

' The French (lanadian Missionary Society for work amonp;

our Koman Catholic countrymen was formed at a meeting held

in the old American church and has always reckoned its minis-

teis and members among its heartiest supporters. All religious

and charitable institutions have looked to this church for

oncourngement and aid, and they have never looked in vain.

Our influence has also been pronounced and steady in favor

of morality. We have always stood for temperance, and tho

civil rights of all men before the laws. In ecclesiastical matters

we have been less bound by precedent and rule than many

of our neighbours and in many respects they have approved our

course by following in our steps. Other results which this

church has secured might easily bo named, but enough has

been told to indicate something of its spirit and success.

There is sufficient to make us grateful and humble in the

retrospect. For God's abounding and unfailing goodness wo

give thanks ; for the weakness and remissness of our fathers and

ourselves, we make penitent confession and seek forgiveness

at the throne of grace.

These fifty years have been crowded with wonderful events

in the history of church and state. The world has greatly

changed since this Society held its first meeting at the tavern in

St. Paul Street. The field which now surrounds it is widely

different from that on which our fathers looked. I'hen Montreal

was a quaint and (juiet town, of something more than 20,0U0

souls, which hiul but recently thrown down its walls and began

to spread beyond their narrow bounds. Its few confined streets,

then crept along the river brink, and all these upper plains, on

which we meet, were farmer's fields, and the slopes above covered

by the unbroken forest. Our noble river was then unspanned by

bridge, and its current was unvcxcd, save by a few small craft,

that dropped their anchors in the stream and discharged their

cargoes in scows along the muddy shore. Then the Knglish

speaking element was small, and divided by rivalry and

jealousy among themselves. How complete the contrast now !
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Montreal oontaiDs 126,000 people, her faotorles and watc*

houses mainly oocapy the lower grounds, and her rcsidenoea

and churches spread along the higher level, and stretch far up the

mountain slopes. The river though unchanged in volume has

been doubled in depth of channel and carrying capacity, and now

bears some of the finest shipping of the world to our long and

solid wharves.

Our city is enlarging her channels of water communication

toward the West, and reaching out with iron fingers toward the

great central plains and onward to tho rich Pacific coast.

Beautiful for situation, possessing advantages already great, and

constantly increasing, for both commercial and productive enter-

prise, Montreal is steadily advancing to a higher position among

the cities of the Western world. Its religious progress has more

than kept pace with its maternal prosperity. When this church

was founded there were four Protestant congregations in tho city.

There are forty or more places where services are regularly con-

ducted now, and if mission stations of which there were at that

time none, are included, fifty may easily bo counted. While

therefore the population has increased five-fold, the churches

have become ten times as numerous and strong ! The bands of

prejudice and caste have been relaxed. All men are now free to
"

worship God according to their principles and tastes, and all hold

equal rights before the law. Tho field around us is promising

and large ; we have abundant scope for effort, and of that which

prophesies the best results.

This church holds a high and hopeful place to day. The

time of its infancy and feebleness is past, and the season of its

vigor and full maturity has come. It has b'^rno the trials of

obloquy, and adversity and strife, now it must meet the harder

tests of popularity and prosperity.

With a fine and well placed pre/" -y ; with its debt, under

the inspiration of this jubilee occa*iuu, more than fully met I

with the favor of the community at large, and in the enjoyment

of manifest tokens of the Divine presence : let us dear brethern

not bo dazzled or dizzied by our present good position. In these

c

I

1
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solemn sacred scenes, while the touch of vanished hands seems laid

upon us, and the sound of voices that are still, whispers in our

ears, grateful for the past and trustful for the coming years,

let us rear our monument of praise, and go rejoicing on our way.

« Therefore seeing that we also are compassed about with so

great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the

sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience

the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and

finisher of our faith."
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