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. THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL.
THREE-RIVERS, FRIDAY 4th MARCH, 1831,

AN INQUIRY INTO THE DOCTRINE OF BAPTISMAL
' REGENERATION.—No, V. ,
¢ Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.”

1. Admission to privileges is not their improvement ; neither is
state and condition in regard to external circamstances and means
of grace one and the same with moral culture resulting from dis-
cipline under that state, The simple fact of the natural birth by no
means secures the attainment of manhood ; neither does the Sim-
ple fagt of the new birth or regeneration secure the perfection of
Christian manhood. The first in either case may be without the
last : but the last cannever be without the first,” A man cannot
grow up in himwho is the head, unless he has first been baptized
into Christ and pul on Christ : he cannot grow up a child of God
unless he be regenerate and born of God. " It is one thing to en-
ter into a covenant, and another thing to keep that covenant, or
even to wish and try to keep it. The Bible speaks of God’s chil-
dren, evenasaccursed, “ I have nourished and brought up chil-
dren, and they have rebelled against me.” The parable of the un-
fruitful fig tree is precisely in point. How came it in the garden
of the Lord? By nature? No surely, but by a gracious trans-
plantation into that good ground, «W bat couldhave been done more
to my vinevard, that I have not done in it ? wherefore when I look.
ed that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes 2
—* For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah his pleasant plant : and he looked for jude-
ment, but behold oppression ; for righteousness, but beholda cry.”’
Is regeneration necessary under the Gospel in order to make men
good and religious ? Is it the gift of God through Jesus Christ ?
None disputes either. How then could God address an unregen-
erate person who had the Biblein his hands and say ¢ “ What
could ’have been done more to thee that I hare not done in
thee 2° .

2. Take atiother equally strong position from our Lord’s parable
in the fifteenth of John, He is the vine ; his followers are the
branches. These he divides into two classes ; thefruitful, and the
unfruitful. The branch that beareth is made to bear maore : that
whichremains unfruitful, is cat off, cast into the fire and burned,
This precisely agrees with the quotation just made from the fifth
of Isaiah. But since the Church is the body of Christ,and Church
members the members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones ;
and since thereis but ONE BAPTISM by which to he baptised
nto Jesus Christ : the parable of Christ the vine is the same in sub.
stance with St. Paul’s ll)ively descriptions of the Church. But the
branches of the vine, beit remarked, are all grafis, taken from the
wild olive whick is by nature, and can bear nothing of itself but the
fruits of perdition, and are grafted into the true vine, that they may
thence draw the sap of life eternal.- In this sense the fruitful and
the unfruitful are on a perfect equality. They are both in the
same sense members of (ghrist and the Church, and made such for
the same special end. They are beth equally real branches, really
grafted intc Jesus Christ, and made members of his body, of his
flesh and of his bones. If one is regenerate, so is the other. If one
is a child of God, so is the ether. If one is made an heirof glory,
80 is the other. Ifone is chosen andelected, 5o is the other. If
one has the adoption of sons, so hasthe other. If one is the en-
listed soldier of the Cross, so is the other. If oneis required to be
fajthful to him that hath called him, so is the other. If oneis born
of water and the Spirit, go is the other. If one is taken out of a
state of nature into a state of grace, so is the other, Ifone js made
acitizen of the commonwealth of Israel, so is the other, If one is
“ made nigh by the blood of Christ,” so is the other. If one has
enitered into the kingdom of God, 80 has the othef. If one bas re-
ceived power to bear fruits unto holiness, s0 has the other ; else,
why js ﬁz to be cut off the vine Christ for unfruitfulness ?  God s
not a Liar nor a hypocrite nor a hard master : he gathers nothing

—hecalls for nothing where he has not sown seed in abundances
and sent the showers of his grace to make it fruitful.—In sho o
this case is s strong for the actual spiritual regeneration of th® .
unfruitful branches, that to deny it to them is to deny itto t "
that are most fruitful—How can men be equally accountable L ,

od uiless admitted to equal privileges ? b

1t shonld be borne in mind, that our present business is not with
those who never heard the Gospel, but with the visible Ch“"a
under the Gospel ordinances. If any of the heathen are 53".‘3‘;
they are saved without ordinances ; and indeed to their justiﬁcatl"e
and sanctification, ordinances are unnecessary : ordinances 3',_
only found where. the word is preached, with o ministry to adi!
nister them, God wiil call none to account for neglecting what
they cannot obtain, .

3. Regeneration mav Ue illustrated hy the naturalization Qf an
alicn and foreigner uner 2 humsn Government : and this is 10
strict propriety with the idea of the Church «y the Fingdam of (10%
and with a great deal of Seripture langnage. For instance 0“‘_:?
many. “ Now therefure ye are no more foreiguers, but fcllm}:'ﬁl"'
zens with the saints, ard (ff the housebeld of (od.” Eph. i 1
A man naturalized iy, politically, a new many Lt this ncwncss""f'
mediately corsequent on bis naturalization by no means determines
that he is a good subject; a0d yet this he cannot be withent ft'
No more is aman an old eXperienced servant of God the mamed
he enters the state of souship and adoption. Hejs taken into it L
be perfected under it ; aud nearly one half of the Xew Testamed
isaddressed to us in languaze Larely applicaile to u state ofgr‘o'-"m
from spiritual infaney in the avms of our mother the Church 107
wards astate of maturity Wider her guidance and ateachivg.
quotation from Col. iij, P—12 may servens n speeimen ¢ ¢ Lie IW‘
one to another, seeirg ve have put off the old man with his deeds i
and have put on the xrw men, which is renewed in knowledge ar
ter the image of him that created him : there is neither Grees
nor Jew, eircumeision ner Bucireamcision, Parbarian, Scythial
hond nor foce : but Christ Pat on therefore,

t 18 all and in all,
o 3 . . e Q,
the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, lindnest

~ Lumbleness of mind, meckucrslong suffering.” Mark this language:

These holy and beloved elcet o God raust sall pat on so many gra:
ces: and why ?  Beeauce they had put on the mew man ¢ in othef
words; being made sons by adoption, they must be « followers of
Godas dear children.”  Flavii obtained 2 citizenship in the king~
dom, they nfustlearn tobe cond sulijects.

4. This view of the sulicet takes things in their natural order—,
begins the Christian Lfe under the Goverament and ordinances ©
the Church with the nataral Iite, aud keeps the two walking hap
in hand throughout the earthiy sojourn. .

5. The Church or kingdomof (iod is something visible, a thint
which we ¢an sce and kuow by the outward senses,.or we colt

\ b
" not know that we belong to i, counld never be assured of Churchs

membership, and by consequence never could know that we 7

children of . God’s’ family, Hence by parity of reasoning, th®
means of connection with, or the act of introduction iuto that kxﬂzj
dom, and naturalization under the moral Goverpment of Go¢@j
namely, the Clurch—iu other words, that our regeneration shoul
possess as distinguishable marks, and as cognizable by the outwar
senses, as the Church herself, or we never could know the fact ©f
our membership with more certainty than we could if we had Bo
means of knowing the Church. In short, saptism into Jesus lr‘r’:f'ﬁ‘
is the grand mark by which the Church is known coﬂectlye}.‘_'
and so individually, (as there cannot be a collection without ind
viduals),—which points it eut as the mark in question, It is the
seal of promise to each individual member; the infallible mark
his being fegenerate and Lorn again, born into the family of Gods
and made a member of Christ; the seal of the Holy Ghost to bi
adoption. And that this language is not too strong, see Paul l:
Eph. 1, 13, 14 : “ In whom also, after_that ye believed, ye wer "
sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earpest of on!
inheritance, until the rcdemption of the purchased possessiod:
After that ye believed, ye were scaled.  Adults at that time, with
their whole houses, were baptized as soon as they Delieved:
aud thus, (iv. 30) “sealed unto the da! of 'redempﬁon" with the
seal of God by the Holy Spirit of promise, as a mark of assuraacy
of the geod will of God'in thus conferring on them the adoption
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:  This seal of regeneration Paul calls the earnest of our
"‘h"'ltance; and the term is readily explained by au old
of Paying down_earnest money on making a bargain, as
0 that the whole will in time be paid. So also adults
f°,' Temission of former sins in baptism, because it intro-
®M into hig service, and sets a hope of their calling before

L]
?y look

Tep,
th

i
ftapg
e

the taking them into his service jga proof that he re-
*rrice 1 0Ot with an eye of rigor but mercy, and desirves their
gy, tl'm-h" may save them. JEvery baptized person should feel
A gy, “ries in his person the sign and seal of God’s love to him,
Yangy ' SUrance of salvation by an outward and visible ordi-
Wted 'y Ba lives and dies in the practice of piety. It should be
ltioy or - aul uses the above very strong language without limi-
Wy, O Teserve, and applies it virtually to every baptized per-

U

Nt h(l,f e can be regencrate or born again without baptism, that
4 ‘fhildm’ne‘s a useless cercmony. FOra regenerate person must be
‘d')pti,,of God, not by creation and generyl providénce, but by
Songhi n‘and covenant in a state of grace and religious or spiritual
Ohllrcp' he must be a member of Christ and of his body the
% qppy? 30d she must be his spiritual mother: he must be intitled
Yenane G Privileges of the household of faith according to the co-
3doyp,f Promise ; his regeneration secures ai] this to him beyond
Snj > But ohserve, of what use in this case is baptism? What
he £, 817€ him that he cannot obtain without it? What use has
“Onge, “3Urch or ministry ? This is a plain ease : but mark the
e, Uences of rejecting baptismal regeneration,—and tremble at
o the' roUS conclusion to which it leads ! Tt is a virtual rejection
Meang 20urch and ordinances of Jesus Christ, and claiming the
of the :‘grace and salvation without them! Tt is rushing into one
fiog of “remes of mysticism, and rendering the commands of
Uone effgct by the visionary speculations of human error!

VEIRAL LAV VSIS,

9

%ubl?""d Jor the Canadian Waichman—We do not wish to
of‘van OUF readers with editorial skirmishing, but yet some acts
"ided th 0 aroression demand a brief notice.—Ilad the Watchman
:‘hort te © remainder of the sentence he broke off with, and the two
he gm?,tences immediately following, to the extract he took from
"‘)lxld ‘el respecting the infallibility of the Church, his readers
iy ;ﬂ“‘e seen two things: 1. That the Sentinel distinctly dis-
{‘fpe,pgte,{omish doctrine of infallibility, and eontends for that
Vazch Uity only, that is, of existence. 2. That the object of the
pop.a“ In attempting to fasten on the Sentinel an avowal of
ey doctrine is wholly at variance with truth and plain-
$:, With guch beings fair argument is thrown away: no-
8evere ¢hustisement can reach them. He finds popery
ertion that baptism is a saving ordinance: perhaps he
i iy tll: in the rite itself. Was baptism given to work wrath
. uth or -3t it must be shut out of the scheme of salvation ? Had
gy, 80y gaping “ purpose” in its institution ? If baptism and
b 1y o 2 good conscience saved people in the time of Peter;
&,’”ﬂc},i,,m""'.? was directed to save himself and his hearers by
Aep, 5* What ‘may not the same means effect now? But the
?’Smo N knows that the Church regards baptism and preaching

;,?l“mn ofm It no higher sense than reter and Paul did; and his
o Datical tirade applies about as well to her, as his gar-

ay ; A
W 4 per verted quotations do to the Sentinel,

Yaing &0 not the Watchman and his confederates, in their zeal
a;‘esﬁon ? Church, attempt an answer to Our arguments oo the
o] thug | Church and State? Is it for lack of disposition, that
hule fiel d‘;"g suffer the Sentinel to remain the undisputed master
¢ Sepoing 1@ 0O, indeed ; there is a far different reason : they
the ¢, -3ible that no sophistry can shake them; and they pre-
the Rlumg ed policy of sapping and mining by misrepresentation
%W; Without coming et all in contact with the merits of
®rgeg »> That they will cautiously keep out of the way of.
Mby % Butwe call for a confutation of these arguments
::‘lel.uo!:‘lt We demand that both the' premises and their
%&,%’be Overthrown by an examination and application
they o tiﬂnci les over which we travelled. If they are

Ught to be manfully met and exposed; and if they are

true, they point the path of duty to every one without difficulty

Iudeed, the professed enemics and opposers of the doctrine main-

tained by those arguments STAND PLEDGED TO CONFUTE THEM, OR,
AS HONEST MEN, TO LAY ASIDE THEIR HOSTILITY, AND JOIN HANDS IN
ASSISTING TO BUILD UP THE CHURCR AND STATE. The premises ad-
mit of no alternative. An houest man will relinquish error and fol-
low truth whenever he finds it, ,

We will relate an anecdote which will probably not be inapposite
on the present occasion. Passing, lust July, from Vo hitehall to Bur-
lington on board steam-boat, we fell in conversation with a person
whose general appearance and manner spoke him a sectarian
teacher. He introduced the_suhj ect of religion, and })rgscnﬂy come
menced an unmerciful attack upon [figh Churchmen, who he as-
serted regarded baptismin the Tpiucopal church as every thing ne-
gessary to salvation—thata now lanented and highly distinguished

relate, whose nare will £p down to posterity as one of the true
ights of this age of moral falsc-linhts and bale-fires, was a firm advo-
cate of the doctrine—and that “Pyjest B of T.” taught the
same thing ; but that now  Prie;t B—"" had got an evangelical
assistant, who held prayer meetings at nigkt.  To thiz base calum-
ny we replied : Your asscrtion respecting il ligh Churcimen, an
Bishop H—, and Mr. B—, L know to be utterly false, and you ought
to know so too. Therels nota Iigh Churchman in existence who
believes that naked baptism will take Limi to heaven. As to Mr. 83 —"s
assistant, I believe that his sentiments do not materially ditter irom
those of his Colleague and his Bishop:—and as to his nizit meet-
ings, they are held in the Church, and he reads the Avening Scrvice
set forth BY AUTHORITY, as an honest man should do; all which is
perfectly evangelical, and well caleulated to keep down hersy and
schism, and to prevent fanaticism and disordzr. The gentieman
turned short on }ﬁs heel and took the opposite end of the sream-
boat : but he left an evidence of seciarian canidour and ail desomi-
nation liberality too striking to be easily forgotten.

L 5 an XSV VIPUGIRTr Y Y

EXAMPLE OF CHRIST.—Yo. V.

9

Christ aiso suffered for us, leaving us an example that ye should follow his
steps—1 Peter ii. 21.

Thou shalt teach it diligently to thy children, said God to the
Jews. It becometh us to fulfil all rizhteousuess, said Jesns to Joha
the Baptist. Both had respect to the same thing; nawmely, aregu-
lar walk in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord
thraugh the whole course of life. Early impressions are in gene-
ral, the most important, because they begin the moral character,
and are apt to influcnce it throughlife. The writer of these essays
knows this truth by the experience of every day he lives. Maay
of the impressions made on his mind in carly life, when some new
idea was acquired, are such as he would joyfully blot, were it in his
power, from the tablets of his seul. But he cannot; and they are
as a thorn in the very core of being—they are ever the first to pre-
sent themselves in some form or other whenever thereisan open-
ing in the mind for them, like some evil aud uneclemn spirit. There
are resemblances between the best and the worst of things. Satan

- has forged an infernal image as a counterfeit upon every heavenly

and sacred reality : and what I mean is, that wicked words dnd
actions said and done before children, serve to starap these counter:
feits into the very soul, and engrave them in our sinful nature, be-
fore * the image of the heavenly” has taken possession : and when
this is onte the case—and, a.las{ it s too often so~—the spectres
and imagery of spiritual wickedness” will continue to haunt the
mind ona thousan(i) occasions in after life, in spite of all the resist-
ance we can bring against them. But there is a time when these
tormentors shall be driven away from the faithful—when Christ
shall give the final victory. Let |l)81‘ellts who read these linés reflect
on them, and think of the children, committed to their hands,
and endeavor to fill, their tender minds with the knowlédge .
and fear of God, while they are 80 Sisceptible to the first impressi-
ons made on them, The mother Who teaches her little prattling
babes select portions of Bcripture, and tells them what they mean,
and informs them of their owd interest in those awful truths
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is conferring on them an incalculable benefit—is infusing ioto them
a holy leaven which may leaven the whole lamp—is planting a
seed in them which may germinate-in time and bloom amr bear frait
in eternity—is laying the fouudation of a character which may re-
ceive the sanction of heaven itself—is moulding them into the image
of the Eternal Sou of God! - - )

The * holy child Jesus” was.trained up in the ordinances of the
Lord. He kept, not only the outward ceremonies of religion, but
faithfully discharged its privateé duties. Honor thy father aud thy
mother; for this is the first commandment with promise. Jesus
“ was subject unto his parents.”” Being made of a woman under
the law, he kept the law of parental obedience, and thus gave an
example for children to follow his steps. They cannot begin it too
young; and they cannot begin it tilk their parents instruct them in
the way they should go. They should early be made acquainted

with their coverant relation 10 God and Chirist. They should be

taught that they are called with a holy calling, and chosen to serve
a “ holy Lord God,” and adopted by their baptism into “ the adop-
tion of sons,” and elected unto eternal life, and made members of
Jesus,—* of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” They should
be taught to estimate rightly these great privileges, and live a life
answerable to the desien of their merciful Saviour in admitting
them as members of the houschold of faith. When the foundation
of godliness is thus Jaid, and followed up as it onght to be, children
will imitate their Saviour; and like him, obey their parents in the
Lord. For the way to procure true obedience and proper respect,
is to impart Christian instruction. That will influence them when
parental authority ceases, and bring honor to the hoary head: and
the houor thus paid by children is a thousand times dearer to a
godly pirent’s heart, than the unreflecting yieldings of childhood
can be. Yet these yieldings are the foundation on whichithe other
is to be built. What was the conduct of our blessed Lord to his
mother when he was about to quit this world, and leave her desti-
tute of his personal presence? He provided a son for her, in the
erson of  the disciple whom Jesus loved,” to be the support of
Ber declining years, She probazlf\( had no son beside himself, and
80 he committed her to the care of 'his dearest earthly friend, and
, eujoined it on him to treat her a8 his own parent. And from that
hour that disciple took her to kis own home.

Yes ; teach children obedience, but let the principle of it spring
out of religion. Let them understand that God wills it,—for their
benefit as well as his glory, and for the mutual happiness of parent
and child. Instruct them how to obtain a spirit of obedience—and
that by the ohedience of Jesus Christ he procured * the gift of
the Holy Ghost” to be bestowed upon all the members of his body
the Church on their psking it of the Father in his name, to aid them
day and night in their warfare against sin, and to bless their “Ila-
bor of love” with a hearty attachment to their privilezes as chil-
dren of grace, and heirs according to the promise made to Abra-
ham; and finally, when this life is ended, to sanctify them wholly,”
soul and body, in the resurrection of life eterna ——Who, then,
should grudge the time spent in training children after the exam-
ple of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ?

ERIEUS.

R et et

EVIDENCE QF CHRISTIANITY,

The following sentence, comprising 2 very powerful argument |

in favour of the christian religion in a very small space, 1 found
written on a blank page of a Gree't Testament, which was printed
about the middle of the last century. If it meet with your appro-
bation, I should be pleased to see it in the eolumnsof the Ob-

server. S. E.F.

“ If any man can believe that at & time when the literature of
Greece and Rome, then in their meridian of lustre, were insuffi
oient for the task; the son of a carpenter with twelve.poor mecha-
nics his associates, unassisted by any supernatural power, should
be able to discover or invent a system Theology the most sub-
lime, and of ethics the most perlz:t, which had escaped the pene-
tration aud learning of Plato, Aristotle and Cicero ; and that from
this system, by their own sagacity, they have excluded every false
virtue though cmivently admired ; and admitted every true virtue

. = ea i
though despised and ridiculed by all the rest of the Wol’w""f:: 4
man can believe that these men could become impostors ' gl

other purpose than the propagation of truthw-villains for- 5%,’¢

byt

but to teach honesty; and martyrs without the least pr
honor or advantage; or that if all this should .be possibler
few inconsiderable persons should have been ahle in tbe’.‘”h. v
a fewyears, to have spread their religion over most part?"f‘:nw
known world, in oppesition to the interests, pleasures, ‘,';J
and prejudices of mankind—to have triumphed over the plis
princes, the intrigues of statesmen, the force of custom, th¢ ~
ness of zeal, the influence of priests, the arguments of oﬂt‘.”"'.w‘
the philosophy of the world, without any supernatural ass" w‘ "
~—if any man can believe all these miraculous events, cOD the
the constant experience of the powers and dispositions of ¥
man mind, be must be possessed of more faith than is n o
make him a Christian, and remain an unba'iever from mere
lity~—Gambier Obscrver, '

S———

A HAPPY ILLUSTRATION. ¢ e i
The late pious John Newton was once told by an obstina? .
tarian, who proceeded in his inquiries on the precious st
that we are not required to believe what we do not up op
that he had read the New Testament, but could find there 20V

of the doctrine of the Trinity. Newton kuew to wbomg' s

talking, and answered by saying: “ Do you know what ?blt‘(
ed to me last night " « Well” said g’is opponenf, wigb"
“ Why,” said Newton, “ when I was going to my room 13’.' .

I wondered what ailed my candle, that I could not llght li o
on examination I found that I had been attempting to light *
the extinguisher on.”

& w— ——

b
SPIRITUAL ENJOYMENT. O
In our pursnit of the things of this world, we usually Pnuﬂ‘

enjoyment by expectation: we anticipate our own ba{;pin . ﬁ“, )

eat out the heart and sweetness of worldly plessures by de:u M
Forethoughts of them, so that, when we come to possess the h,
do not answer the expectation nor satisfy the desires whicy
raised about them, and they vanish into nothing. But the e
which are above are so great, so solid, so durable, so glorio®"; #
we cannot raise our thoughts to an equal height with th 5.
cannot enlarge our desires beyond a possibili&y of satisfacti g o
hearts are greater than the world: but God is greater d.’k,bi‘
hearts; and the happiness which he hath laid up for us, is 1i¥ ts
self, incomprehensibly great and glorious. Let the thoub
this raise us above this world, and inspire us with greater t7y,
and designs, than the care and concernments of this presed*
-Tillotson. .

D —

‘DESIGN OF THE GOSPEL. m,fﬂ"
Were the change, which the Gospel proposes to effect ’M
damental and exlensive thon it is, we might the more u{",' Dl‘
ourselves with being able to carry its desigos inlo executio®* ﬂ‘
it aim merely to pelish the exterior, to tame the wilder of“‘
prune the luxuriance of nature, without the implantation ! s o,
principle, the undertaking would be less arduous. But it ¢
is much higher ; it proposes not merely te reform, bultr';‘b i
notso much to repair the moral edifice, asto build it af y
merely by the remoastances of reason, and the dictates of P the i
to engage men tolay a restraint upon their vices, but, by of t:"
spiration of truth, {o become new creatures. The effects 5og®
Gospelin the heartare compared by the prephet to the p}'%
a Wir:el‘neu,where ‘what was barrenness and desolation t#
ished with new preductions.—Haun, ‘

——

, A CONTRAST. ™ 1
What a difference between the Christian and others. heif
advancing towards the close of life, but they are leaviog T A
things, be bis evil ones. Both will goen bid eternal f.ro!“
they to their joys, and be to his sorrow. They at death #!
into * the blackness of darkness for ever;'* whilst he '
« the inheritance of the saints in light.”— Jay. -
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CHILDRENS’ DEPARTMENT.

——

THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM.

“Then Abraham gave up the ghost and died in a good
old age, an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to his

ople. .
pe“l}\nd his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of
Mach-pe-lah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite,
which is before Mamre ;

* The field which Abraham purchased of the sons of Heth: there
was  Abraham buried,
8, 9, 10.

Here isdeath again.  Abraham gave up the ghost, that is, yielded
back his spirit to God who gaveit; and he was buried in the
same town with Sarah, Abraham married after he lost Sarah, and
helived to be an hundred three score and fifteen years, that is
sixty aud fifteen years old ; making in all one hundred and seven.
ty five yoars. But this world ended with him, and so it must with
us all. “How foolish would Abraham have been, had he only plac-
ed his hopes on always keeping his flocks and herds, and all the
riches which he had s but Abraham died jn faith, and looked for
durable riches in heaven. Those that live by faith as he did, will
also die in faith like him, and enjoy his rest.
parable of the Rich Man, that Lazarus was carried by angels into
Abraham’s bosem, showing us that Abraham was happy, and pious

" Lazarug was made as happy as he.

Tt issaid he died in “ agoodold age” My dear little reader, it
is not every o1% of whom this can be said ; some people die in a
bad old age.  They have lived all their livesin sin; and that old
age which is still spent insin, is a very bad old age indeed, for it
has no hopes beyond the grave. But” Abraham had spent all his
best days in serving God ; he looked back upon them with plea-
sure, and now his old age had hecome happy and good.  « Only
fear the Lord and serve him,” and if you live to be old, it shall be so
with you : but asinful life will perkaps prevent you from Living
till cld age, or if you do, instead of beng a good old age, it will be
a bad old age, both in body and:mind.

And here I must tell you, that Abraham though a good man, had
bis faults. _You will often read of the faults of good men, as you
read your Bible; and they are told you for two reasons : first
that you should avoid them, and not commit the same ; and second-
Iy, to show that God would not hide them, and that he was dis-

leased with them, and often corrected good men severely for them.
%ut while others live in siv, these did not commit those faults
again, and were sorry for them ; gnd their virtues shone so
brizhtly that their faults were only like the spots in the sun, very
faiut and very few, compared with their exceilencies,

In the twentieth chapter of Genesis, we find Abraham, contrary
to that faith or trust which he had in God, guilty not indeed of
telling a lie, but of keeping back the trath when he ought to have
spoken it ; which was no credit to him. He went into the coun.
try of king Abimelech, and as he foolishly feared that the
king might take his wife Sarab, and make l.ler a queen, she being
very beautiful, he told her to say she was his sister. This was 8o
far true. for they had both the same father, but not the same mo-
ther ; but then it imp'ied that she was not h.is wife. And he had
ncarly brought himself and Sarah, and the king into great distress,
by his mistrust of God’s care in this instance.

But while we read of these faults and follies in good men, as
faithfully toldin the Bible, let it lead us to pray to God to keepus
from doing the same, and to ack his grace that we may imitate their
numerous virtues,

Isaacand Ishmael buried their father With all due regard to his
memory ; for * the meinory of the just i3 blessed ;” even Ishmael
paid this respect to the remains of his father, theugh Ishmael was
not a good man. Thus we learn that we should honor our parents ;
and as you would have your children honor you, if you live to be
fathers and mothers, so Tespect their dust,and commit it with de-
cency and solemnity to the tomb.—CHild’s Commentator,

and  Sarah his wife.”~—~Genesis xxv.

You read, in the -

, supplied with files from the beginning, itis our intention to give to ©

0

. [erLECTED.)

TO WILLIAnnBt Mz Prazonr.

It was but yesterday, my child, thy little heart beat high, ;
And I had scorn'd the warning voice that told me thou must die }
1 saw thee move with active boung, with spirita light and free, .
And infant grace and beauty threw their every charm on thee

Upon the dewy fleld I saw thy early footsteps fly,

Unfettered as the native bird that cleaves the radiant sky.
Andoften asthe sunrise gale blew back thy shining hair,

Thy cheek beheld the red rose tinge that health had painted theres

Then withered as my heart hag been, I could not but rejoiec,
To hear upon the morning wind, the music of thy voice,

Now echoing in the careless laugh, now melting down 1o tears,
*Twas like the sound I used to hear in Young and happier years.

Thanks for that memory to thee, my little lovely boy,

*Tis all remains of former bliss, that care cannot destroy ;

1 listened as the mariner Suspends the outbound oar,

To taste the farewell gale that flows from off his native shore.

I loved thecand my heart was blest—but ere the day was spent,
I saw thy light and graceful limbs in drooping illness beat,

And shuddered as I cast a look upon thy fainting head,

For all the glow of health was gone, and life was almost fle”

One glance upon thy marble brow, made known that hope was vaio ;
I knew thy swiftly wasting lamp should never light again :

Thy cheek was pale, thy stow white lips were geutly thrown aparty
And life in every passing breath seemed gushing from the heart.

And when I could not keep the tear from gathering in my eye,
Thy little hand prest gently mine in token of reply ;

T'o ask one more exchange of love, thy look was upward cast,
And in that long, long burning kiss, thy happier spirit passed.

I trusted I should not have Lived to bid farewell to thee,

And nature in my heart declares it ought not so to be;

I hoped that thou within the grave my weary liead should lay,
And live beloved when I was goue, for many & happy day.

With trembling hand 1 vainly tried thy dying eyes to close,
And how Ienvied in that hour thy calm and deep repose !

For I was left alore on earth, with pain and grief opprest,

And thou wast with the sainted, * where the weary are at rest.”

Yes, I amleft alone on earth-=but T will not repine,
Because a spirit loved so well is earlier blest than mine ;
My fate may darken as it will, I shall not much deplore,

Since thou art where the iNs of life can never reach thee more. )
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