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THE REV. JOSEPH S. CHRISTMAS,

FIRST PASTOR OP THE AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,

IN MONTREAL.

Joseph Stibbs Christmas was horn
in George Town, in the State of Pen-
sylvania, on the 9th of April, 1803.
He entered Washington College at
the early age of thirteen, and when
he graduated, in 1820, he received
the first honours of his class. Whilst
in college, and when about fourteen
or fifteen years old, he first became
interested in the subject of religion.
Although he seemed to himself and
others to have undergone a radical
change of heart, he was never able
to refer to any month or day as the
time, or to any particular circum-
stance as the occasion, of his conver-
sion. His mind became so deeply
and continually interested in the con-
cerns of religion, that he determined
to devote himself to the ministry of
the Gospel. He did not, however,
come to this determination, until he
had, in obedience to the wish of his
father, entered upon the study of
medicine. Having attained his ma-
turity, he felt that parental authority
should not interfere with the claims

of conscience. He entered the Theo-
logical Seminary at Princetown in
1821, and continued there till April,
1824. During this period he kept a
Diary, which, like that of Brainerd,
abounds in records of self-examina-
tions, self-abasements, solemn dedi-
cations, meditations, prayers, resolu-
tions, and Christian exercises. His
reading at this time appears to have
been exclusively chosen with a view
to personal religion, to growth in
grace, and preparations for usefulness
in the ministry. Thus early was he
convinced that deep and experimen-
tal piety is indispensable in one who
would make full proof of his ministry.

He was licensed by the Philadel-
phia Presbytery in the spring of 1824,
and was immediately invited to visit
Montreal, to preach as a candidate
for settlement in the American Pres-
byterian Church recently formed in
that city. For some time his mind
had been set upon a mission among
the scattered and destitute Protestant
Churches of France; and so strong
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was his desire for this work, that he
at first promptly declined a visit to
Moutreal. But when the request
was repeated, and strongly pressed
upon him, after much prayer and the
almost unanimous advice of his Chris-
tian friends, he consented to accom-
pany the agent of the church to the
city, and to be guided by the after-
leadings of Providence. At the close
of three weeks he was unanimously
called to become their pastor. He
accepted the invitation, and in Aug.
1824, he was ordained and installed
by the presbytery of New York.

Those who were present will long
remember the interest of that day.
From the meekuess, and fearfulness
and ‘rembling with which he entered
upon his labours, he seemed like the
young David, fresh from the sheep-
fold, come to conflict with the cham-
pion whose challenge had wrought
fear in every heart. Sword, or spear,
or helmet, or shield, of earthly mould,
hehad none. He came not in might,
not in strength, but in weakness,
trusting in the Lord. His situation
was one of peculiar trial. The church
was a novel experiment—it was in its
infaney, and there were then no other
churches likely to be very cordial
with it, or its minister. But he was
¢ not alone.” He found refuge in
the secret chamber of the Most High.
He there learned the true wisdom, to
ask of God who giveth liberally. He
sought his counsel, he followed his
commands, he leaned upon his pro-
mises, and found his spirit. God
owned his labours in a precious revi-
val of religion, which added a goodly
pumbet to the church. Thus was it
strengthened and built up. Here it
was that Mr. Christmas was forming
the character which, for a little while,
50 beautifuily blazed among the
churches—a star rich in heavenly
radiance placed in this golden can-
dlestick.

In 1825, he visited the United
States, to raise subscriptions for the

The Rev. Joseph 8. Christmas.

purpose of completing the edifice in
which his people worshipped. On
the 28th of June, in the same year,
he was married to Miss Louisa Jones,
a lady of deep and exemplary piety,
of elevated and noble mental endow-
ments, of affectionate and humble
spirit. In her he found a helper in
the Lord. He appreciated her worth,
he loved her excellence while living ;
and afterwards recarred to her short
but luminous path, with endeared
recollections and gratitute to God.

He continued his ministeriallabours
in Montreal until the summer of 1828,
when he felt his strength so prostrat-
ed by severe and long-continued la-
bours, that he was advised by a coun-
cil of physicians to leave the place, as
the only probable means of preserving
his life. Reluctantly tearing himself
from his beloved charge, he returned
to New York, with his endeared fam-
ily, a wife and two infant daughters.
In January, 1829, he engaged a short
time in an agency for the American
Bible Society to New Orleans., His
youngest child died in April, the other
in May, and before the summer ended,
his beloved partner also was taken to
her rest.

While in this solitary and bereaved
condition, he received an invitation
from the Bowery Presbyteriau Church
in New York. With this he deemed
it his duty to comply, and entcred
upon his charge in November, 1829.
Although in feeble health, he seemed
to forget that his bodily frame was
already threatened with dissolution,
He was in labours abundant ; and, as
though he was sometimes conscious
that his opportunities of warning and
entreating sinners would soon be over,
he seized with alaerity every opening
in providence to preach the gospel of
the kingdom. His course, indeed,
was very near its termination. He
was permitted to remain in his new
station little more than four months.
On Tuesday the 9th of March, 1830,
he was in the office of the New York
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Observer, correcting the proof of a
contribution he had furnished to that
paper; he was soon afterwards seized
with illness, which puta period to his
useful life on the morning of the fol-
lowing Sunday. He died at the carly
age of twenty-seven, much to the re-
gret of an affectionate congregation
who were looking forward to years
of service on his part, and of pleasure
and benefit on theirs. His was an
honourable departure, closing a life
of much activity, and of no little suc-
cess in winning souls to Christ. In
his last hours he felt the sustaining
power, and the rich consolation, of
the principles upon which he was
accustomed to dwell with holy fer-
vour and delight throughout his
ministerial course. The love of God
was in bis heart, and heaven in his
eye, while the hope of glory, enlivened
by his near approach to it, enabled
him to “depart in peace.” His
memory is still fragrant in the affec-
tions of his friends in Montreal, by
whom the recollection of his talents,
his zeal, and his piety, will be long
and ardently cherished.

Mr. Christmas was unquestionably
aman of no ordinary class. e stood
high in mental power, and varied
acquisition ; and his ministerial quali-
fications were conscientiously employ-
ed in the service of his Lord and
Master. In his person he was un-
commonly agreeable and interesting,
and his manners were engaging, and
distinguished for Christian simplicity.
As a scholar he was more hberally
furnished than most of his brethren
of equal years, and but few among
his seniors were superior to him. He
was favoured with abundant oppor-
tunities for improvement, and how
diligently and successfully he availed
himself of them, his attainments gave
satisfactory proof. He was familiar
with the Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and
French languages : Mathematics,
Natural and Mental Philosophy,
Logic, Rhetoric, and the various de-
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partments of natural Science, were
subjects to which he had devoted
much time and thought, and in which
he had made considerable proficiency.
But Theology was his study; preach«
ing the gospel to lost sinners, his
business. Hissermons were rich and
varied, judicious, solemn, and impres-
sive ; in his pastoral labours, he was
kind, courteous, devout, and faithful.
He had the happy faculty of gaining
the confidence of children, and of per-
sons in the humble walks of life. He
was remarkably successful in winning
over the opposers of religion, and in
bringing them from raneorous oppo-
sition to temperate and calm enquiry.
In all his intercourse with the world,
he had great purity of character. In
the domestic and social relations, and
in all the virtues that belonged to
private friendship, he disarmed sus-
picion, and commanded affection and
confidence. His piety was sweet and
humble. In his early life he had
struggled with difficulties, and during
his last few years, it was evident God
had chosen him in the furnace of
affliction. He was “nursed in storms,”
and “cradled in the tempest;” and
there he grew strong and high, and
shot his branches toward heaven. He
was amongst the brightest ornaments
of the church below, and was quickly
ripened for the glory above.

During bis residenee in Montreal,
Mr.Christmas published the substance
of two sermons he had preached in
his church, on The Nature of that
Inability which prevents the Sinner
from embracing the Gospel, in which
he displayed much acuteness and
discrimination, and a thorough mas-
tery of the subject within the limits
to which he extended the discussion,
After being compelled by ill health to
relinquish his charge, he addressed to
the people .4 Farewell Letter, from
Danbury, in Connecticut, in Septem-
ber, 1828. In this letter he gives
them important “ Valedictory Ad-
mounitions,” in a style of the truest
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affection and moast importunate ur-
gency. A detailed account of the
ministerial life and labours of this ex-
cellent and devoted young man, by
any one intimately acquainted with
the circumstances, would throw light
on the state and progress of evangel-
ical religion in this city.
Montreal, March 10, 1839.

e e

INFALLIBILITY.

[If it were not a well-authenticated
fact, it would be scarcely credible,
that any man, or set of men, should
claim absolute infallibility of judg-
ment, and assume the power of dic-
tating to others, equally acute and
sagacious with themselves, what they
shall believe, and how they shall
mould their thoughts, That such a
claim is made, and that such a power
is exercised, by the Roman Catholic
Church is well known to all our
readers. The following masterly re-
futation of this arrogant claim is part
of a Fragment on Popery, found
among the manuscripts of the late
Robert Hall, and printed in the new
edition of his Works. To attack by
argument any of the errors and ab-
surdities of the system, as transub-
stantiation, or purgatory, would be a
vain and useless labour—as much so
as for a new Canadian settler to think
of clearing his ground by mounting
the lofty trees which grow upon it,
and lopping off their decayed branch-
es, The Romanist would take refuge
in the infallibility of his church, and
say— I am not concerned with vour
reasonings; the church has declared
such doctrines to be true, and I have
nothing to do but to believe them on
her authority.” It is well to see,
therefore, how this matter really
stands.]

¢ The fundamental principle of the
Catholic system is the supposed in-
fallibility of the Church of Rome,

* * * ¥* *

That the church is infallible is

Infallsbilty.

not a self-evident proposition ; it is
ne* one of those truths which are ac-
knowledged the moment they are
announced, like the assertion that
two and two are four. It must there-
fore be proved : nor can it be proved
by her own assertion ; because it is
just as easy for any other community
to declare itself infallible as for the
Church of Rome. To allow her a
prerogative so extraordinary merely
because she claimns it would legitimate
the boldest imposture. As little can
it be proved by any appeal to the
principles of reason: the possession
of infallibility by an individual, or by
a number of individuals, is a matter
of fact whose truth must be evinced
in the same manner as other facts.
Hence it necessarily follows, that the
pretensions to infallibility assumed by
the Catholic church must solely rest
on the testimony of Scripture. For
this purpose it is alleged that St.
Peter was constituted the prince of
the apostles, the foundation on which
the church was to be built; that to
him were primarily and chiefly given
the keys of the kingdom of heaven ;
that as Jesus Christ prayed for him
that his faith should not fail, he pos-
sessed a guarantee for the truth of
his doctrines and the infallibility of
his decisions : and that, having esta-
blished his episcopal throne at Rome,
he transmitted his immunities and
prerogatives unimpaired to his suc-
cessors in that see.

Such, for substance, is the argu-
ment deduced from Seripture in sup-
port of this extraordinary pretension.
To this are added other considera-
tions of the nature of probabilities, in
favour of this assumed infallibility :
such as the pretended necessity of
some living standard of appeal, some
visible judge of controversies, togeth-
er with the error, confusion, and un-
certainty to which it is asserted the
chureh must be for ever abandoned,
in the absence of some such living
oracle. If Christians are left to in-
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terpret the Seriptures for themselves
without an infallible guidance, their
interpretations will necessarily vary
in proportion to the different degrees
of their capacity or attention. Their
interpretation can at best be but pro-
bable ; and a probable conclusion can
never be admitted as the ground ofa
divine faith. It will not be at all ne-
cessary to discuss accurately at large
the arguments founded on the passa-
ges of Scripture before adduced.
Suffice it to observe, that the links
which compose the chain of the argu-
ment are numerous, and that it would
not be easy to prove any one of them
to the satisfaction of an unprejudiced
inquirer. In that argument it is as-
sumed for granted that St. Peter was
invested with a supremacy over the
rest of the apostles; that the keys
were exclusively given to him; that
his faith was more indefectible than
that of his brethren ; that he exercis-
ed the episcopal office at Rome ; and
that he devolved his peculiar power
and prerogatives on his sueccessors in
that sacred office. Every one of
these arbitrary assumptions is desti-
tute of a shadow of truth, either from
Seripture or antiquity. That Peter
was ever at Rome we have no evi-
dence but vague and uncertain tradi-
tion ; that he exercised the episcopal
functions there is still more uncertain,
or rather extremely improbable, as it
is neither insinuated in Scripture nor
very consistent with his higher cha-
racter and functions. But supposing
both these points were conceded,
what evidence have we of that devo-
lution of his power and prerogatives
on his successors on which the antho-
rity assumed by the bishop of Rome
entirely rests? From the language
'of Scripture and the testimony of
antiquity, there is much more reason
for affirming that James the Less was
bishop of the Church of Jerusalem,
than that Peter sustained that office
at Rome; and by a parity of reason,
'his successors must be supposed to
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have inherited his powers and his in-
fallibility ; and the rather, since the
church at Jerusalem was the mother
of all other churches, planted, not by
one, but by all the apostles, often
dignified by their united presence,—
a church on which the redundance of
spiritual gifts was first poured, and
consecrated by the blood of the first
martyr. If; in opposition to this, we
are reminded that the succeeding
bishops of Jerusalem derived from
St. James the rights attached to the
episcopal function, but not his per-
sonal prerogatives and immunities as
an apostle,—this very distinction
applies precisely to the successors of
St. Peter.

This may suffice to show the ex-
treme frivolity and levity of the proofs
adduced from Scripture in support
of the claim of papal or Catholic in-
fallibility. But, admitting the argu-
ments derived from this quarter were
much more cogent than they are, it
is evident that they are entirely de-
duced from the interpretation of cer-
tain passages of Seripture, and con-
sequently depend on the correctness
of that interpretation. Is this inter-
pretation, I would ask, to be taken
for granted, or is it to be proved and
sustained by the principles of sound
criticism ?  Are we to take the mere
affirmation of the Church of Rome
on this subject, and at once admit
that the inference she deduces from
these passages is just, because she
asserts it to be so? This is impossi-
ble, because this would be to
acknowledge her infallibility, which
is the very point to be proved. We
are inquiring after the proofs of her
infallibility : she refers us for satis-
faction to the passages of Seripture
before adduced. Her supposed in-
fallibility can afford no sort of security
for her correct interpretation of these
passages, because her object in urging
these passages is to prove her infalli-
bility. Tosay thatshe has put aright
construction on these texts because
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she is infallible, and at the same time
attempt fo prove her infallibility by
that construction, would be an insult
to common sense, Her right to be
acknowledged as the infallible guide
and director of our faith, must either
be blindly submitted to without proof
or inquiry, or it must be left to be
determined by the private judgment
of every individual; and if the vota-
ries of the Church of Rome are not
willing to confess they admit the
validity of her claims without any
reasons whatever, they must have ex-
ercised the right of free inquiry as
well as Protestants, not indeed in res-
pect to particular controversies, but
in relation to this great ccntroversy.
What is the standard of truth, and
who is the judge of controversy?
The Church of Rome boldly affirms,
that if individuals are left to judge
for themselves, such is the obscurity
of Seripture, that no certainty can be
obtained, no conclusion deduced, in
which the conscience may safely rest.
Yet, with egregious inconsistency,
she refers us to that very Seripture in
proof of the justice of her claims.
Here I would ask, can we without an
infallible guide attain the real mean-
ing of the texts which she quotes in
her favour? If not, it is impossible
for them to prove her infallibility, If
we can, then it follows that there are
some parts of Scripture whose mean-
ing may be certainly ascertained with-
out her infallible guidance. And
what then becomes of her complaint
of the hopeless obsurity of Scripture,
whichisaffirmed torenderheraidsoin-
dispensable ? And what must we think
of her outcries against the supposed
arrogance of pretending to the exer-
cise of free inquiry, and of judging
of the Scriptures for ourselves, when,
without such an exercise and such a
power of judging, it is found impos-
sible to obtain the least proof or pre-
sumption of her boasted infallibility ?

Some parts of Scripture, then, the
Church of Rome herself must allow,

Infallibility.

are capable of being understood with-
out her aid. Those declarations of
Scripture on which she rests her
claim to implicit submission and
obedience, she must allow to be suffi-
ciently plain and intelligible, to bind
the conscience of every inember of
her community who is prepared to
assign a reason for his being a Catho-
lic; and as an entire agreement with
the dogmas of the church is all the
faith which she requires in order to the
salvation of her members, she must
ackunowledge, as well as ourselves,
that the Scriptures contain a rule of
faith sufficient for the purpose of sal-
vation; the only difference is, that in
our opinion the Seripture clearly un-
folds a system of saving truth, while
in that of the Roman Catholics they
are obsure in every point, except in
the few passages which direct us to
the church, the only authentic and
immediate source of saving know-
ledge.

We ascribe some efficacy to the
word of God itself; while they eon-
tend that the principal or only beneSt
it affords consists in conducting us to
the church. The Secriptures them-
selves indeed affirm, that they are
“able to make us wise unto salva-
tion,” and by them ¢ we must be
judged at the last day.” The church
asserts, on the contrary, that they are
covered with an impenetrable obscu-
rity, not to be removed without her
interference, and that we shall be
judged at the last day, not by our
submission to the Seriptures, but our
obedience 2o ker. In her system the
principal use of the Seriptures was to
give birth to the church, whose place
she now occupies, whose prerogatives
she assumes as the sole directory of
conscience, and the living oracle of
God. Her treatment of the Scripture
almost reminds us of the fabulous
history of Jupiter, who ascended to
supreme power by the mutilation
and banishment of his father.

The portentous doctrine of infalli-
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bility, as it is employed in the Catho-
lic Church, stamps an entirely new
character on the Christian religion,
substitutes a new object of faith and
dependence, deifies what is human,
hides and cauncels what is divine, and
transfers our allegiance from God to
mortals.

But to return to theargument. On
all systems, the preference of one re-
ligion to another must either be found-
ed on caprice, custom, or some other
principle equally unworthy of deter-
mining the choice of a reasonable
being, or upon examination. If the
Catholics wish to convert us to their
persnasion, they must assign their
reasons for affirming that there is in
existence an infallible community,
styling itself the church; that that
community is their charch, in prefer-
ence to the Greek Church, the Ar-
menian, or the Nestorian, Here they
must admit the exercise of private
judgment in examining these reasons;
unless they have the effrontery to
assert that their bare affirmation
supersedes the necessity of any further
proof: and, admitting the Scriptures
to be the word of God, which is the
easiest task for ordinary Christians—
to learn from them what is necessary
for salvation, or to judge of the claims
of the church to supremacy and in-
fallibility ?  For the former, if you
believe the Scriptures themselves,
nothing more is requisite than a can-
did and honest mind - for the latter,
a deep acquaintance with history and
antiquity, and, particularly, a clear
comprehension of the meaning of a
portion of Scripture by no means the
most plain and perspicuous. Involved
as those passages are which are urged
from the New Testamnent in support
of the papal claims, in language highly
figurative and metaphorical, is it
easier for a plain unlettered Christian
to judge of the precise meaning of the
term “keys,” and * the kingdom of
heaven opening and shutting,” than to
fearn the import of that declaration,
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“ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved ?” There is
so much room for variation in the
interpretation of the passages on
which the papists lay such great
stress, that it would not be easy to
find two commentators, in any com-
munity, whose expositions perfectly
coincide; with respect to the latter,
he that runs may read.  St. John dis-
tinetly informs us with what purpose
he wrote his gospel, in the following
words : “ And many other signs truly
did Jesus in the presence of his disci-
ples, which are not written in this
book ; but these are written that ye
might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
and that, believing, ye might have life
through his name.” Is there sufficient
evidence in what St. John wrote to
convince us that Jesus is the Christ;
and is it within the power of ordinary
men to judge of this evidence? If
this question be answered in the affir-
mative, then what occasion is there
for the interposition of an infallible
interpreter, since he who is conviuced
by this record that Jesus is the Christ
is already in a state of salvaticn? If
it be replied in the negative, that th2
writing of St. John is not sufficient to
prove to an impartial reader that Jesus
is the Christ, it must be confessed,
however reluctantly, that the beloved
apostle was a most impertinent and
fallacious writer, in representing his
performance as a fit instrument for
the accomplishment of an object to
which it is not adequate, * * *7
s

7o the Editor.
ON THE ORIGIN OF EVIL,

Sir,—The first rebellion we read
of is that of the Dragon in Heaven,
Rev. chap. xii. 7—9. What could
have tempted Satan to rebel? We
are not told exactly ; but that he did
s0, and seduced other angels also, is
certain. From the constitution of all
created, intelligent natures, they are
liable to be tempted-—they are pec-
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cable. The absence of independence
subjects them to this inconvenience.
The glories of Deity may have been
the innocent temples of the old ser-
pent, but God was not bound to veil
his glories to prevent Satan’s sinning,
as the sequel has proved.

With mankind we are better ac-
quainted, and in his nature, we find
implanted a certain degree of ambi-
tion—a thirst for knowledge and
power, without which he would be
inactive ; and a perception of propen-
sities pleasing and disagreeable, in
every object of thought and sense
around him, enabling him to choose
and refuse them under the irfluence
of certain sanctions and restraints,
moral and physical, with which he is
endowed. Let us behold our first
parents thus constituted, amply sup-
plied with every thing requisite for
their happiness, indulging moderately
at the bidding of the cast-out fiend
that natural ambition upon which, as
the most efficacious chord he so art-
fully played, and we have at once an
easy and philosophical view of the
Scripture facts of the fall and conse-
quent entrance of evil into this world !
The divine image flies away—it will
not reside with disaffection in the
rebel’s soul—thus far of the fall. In
the hope that some sanctified pen will
improve upon what I have written,
and follow out the subject, I commend
the above few hints to the blessing of
the sanctifier of the elect.

Your obedient Servant,

TrINITARIUS.

——
ON WAR: Repry T0 “Pax.”

Mr. Ebprror,—Your Correspon-
dent Paz, though seemingly an ultra
friend of peace, has not altogether
acted on his own principles, for he
has taken his stand on the aggressive,
by indulging in flippant and satirical
remarks about “ trying times,” ¢ cold
weather,” “ fighting Christians,” &ec.
I shall not imitate his example, but

On War : Reply to « Paz.”

proceed to the point in dispute, by
giving a few extracts from some of
our most pious and learned commen-
tators.

Matthew v, 38—41, * An eye for an eye,
&e. &e.,’ was given us a rule to regulate the
decisions of judges. As a judicial rule, it is
not unjust: Christ finds no fault with the
rule as applied to magistrates, and does not
take upon himself to repeal it. But instead
of confining it to magistrates, the Jews ex-
tended it to private conduct, and made it the
rale by which to take revenge. They con-
sidered themselyes justified by this rule, to
inflict the same injury on others that they
received. Against this our Saviour remon-
strates. He declares that the law had no re-
ference to private revenge, that it was given
only to regulate the magistrate, and their
private conduct was to be regulated by differ-
ent principles.

The general principle which he laid down
was, that we are not to resist evil; that is,
as it is in the Greek, not to set ourselves
against an evil person who is injuring us.
But even this general direction is not te be
pressed too strictly.  Christ did not intend to
teach that we are to sec our families murdered,
or be murdered vurselves, rather than to make
resistance, The law of nature, and all laws,
haman and divine, have justified self-defence,
when life is in danger. It cannot surely bo
the intention to teach that a father should sit
coolly, and see his family butchered by sav-
ages, [or sympathising brigands, W G.] and
not be allowed to defend them. Neither
natural or revealed religion ever did, or ever
can, teach this doctrine. Our Saviour imme-
diately explains what ke means by it. Had
ke intended to refer it to a case where life is
in danger, he would surely have mentioned
it. Such a case was far more worthy of a
statement than those which he did mention.
A doctrine so unusual, so unlike all that the
world had believed, and that the best men
had acted on deserves to be formally stated.
Instead of doing this, however, he confines
himself to smaller matters, to things of com-
paratively trivial interest, and says, that in
these we had better take wrong than to enter
into strife and law suits. The first case is
where we are smitten ‘* on the cheek :” rather
than return the blow, we should take it
patiently, and turn the other cheek. This
does not, however, forbid our remonstrating
firmly, yet mildly, on the injustice of the
thing, insisting that justice should be done us,
as is evident from the example of the Saviour
himself. See John xviii. 23.— Barnes' Notes
on the Gospels.

Matthew v, 38—42.—Ar eye for an eys,
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&o., & ** Now o far Is this in force with |
us, as a direction to magistrates, to use the .
sword of justice according to the good and !
wholesome laws of the lund, for the terror of |
evil doers, and the vindivation of the oppressed.

That gudze neither feared God, wor regurded

man, who would not arvenge the pnor widow
of her adversary. And it is in force as arule
to law-givers, to provide accordingly, and .
wisely to apportion punishments to crimes, |
for the restraint of rapine and violence, and |
the protection of funocency "— M. Henry.

Matthew v. 38— 41.— Resist not evil, &e.
“ But I say wunto you, that when you meet |
with il msage in the world, you do not im-
wmediately set yourselves aganst the injurious !
person, in apusture vf vpposition, and with a
resolution to return evil for evile ¢ Ilad our |
Lord meant to in-inuate, that we should
rather suffer ourselves to be murdered, and
our families to be ruined, than vesist the vil-
Iain that attempts it, he would have laid down |
such & precept in the strongest terms; and it .
is very unreasonable to infer it from this pass- .
age, which speake of so triffing an injury asa '
slap on the fuce, or suing a man for the value
of a waistcoat or clock. We are not to resist
on these oceasions, unless we be in our con-
sciences convinced, that, in present circum-
stances, to stand on our defence will be more |
for the public good; and in thase cases, this
particnlar precept is superseded by the gene-
ral law of universal beuevolence  But T ap.
orehend these expressions intimate, that on
the whole, it will gen.vally be tor the bestto .
wave rizoutous prosecutions on slight occa-
sions.”"— Doddridge’s Family Expositor,

Matthew v, 38—41.—* Qur Lord’s ex.
pressions are strong and figurative, designed
to Touse our minds to the importance of avuid.
ing the ~pirit of vevenge,  Turn to him the
other alsn, is a proverbial phrase, to express a
meek submission to injuries and affroms:”
wee Isaiah 1. 6. Lam. xxx. 8.—Davidson’s *
Porket Commentary.

Mart. v. 38—41.—* The preservation of
life, liberty, or lmportant duties to others, ,
will authorise, and in some cases may require |
nien to stand on theiv own defence, even at
the peril of unlawful assailants.” London Re-
ligious Tract Socirty’s Commentary.

The whole oftheargumentsbrought .
forward by Pax, to prove that even
defensive war is unlawful, may all be -
summed up in these words—* 1 say |
unto you, Resist not evil.” He takes |
the words in their litcral meaning,
without limitation, and withaut re-’
flecting on the circumstances in which
they were spoken. and the persons to
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whom our Saviour addressed hitwself.
[ coutend that if Scripture in all caves
is to be taken thu< absolutely in a
literal sense, we shall be led into many
gross absurditivs ; such, for instance,
as the Popish -doctrine of Transub-
stantiation, from a literal rendering
of Matthew xxvi. 26—28.

I shall not now advert to all the

- arguments that might be brought for-
Sward to prove that defensive war is
i lawful ; but the following are such as

common sense teaches me to be right,
and which I have always held, and
will hold, until I get more convincing
arguments to prove the contrary thau
any Pax has yetadvanced. The ex-
tracts given above will also bear me
out in the views I entertain on this
important subject.

1. I hold that all the laws of Chirist
are not applicable to the civil govern-
ment of the nations of the earth.

- Take, for instance, Matt. v. 39, or

Rom. xii. For what would be-
come of any nation if the rulers or

-~
le

. magistrates were to act on these laws,

in respect to crimes committed against
the peace of society ?  The sword is
put into the hands of the magistrate
for the punishmentofevildoers. Were
the doctrine of non-resistance to be
acted on, it would overthrow the
moral system of the universe. Men
will commit evil; and how dreadful
would be our sitnation if they were
not resisted. If Pax is a loval
and true subject of Great Britain, a
friend to peace and good order, as 1
have no reasou to doubt, I would ask
him, what would have become of us,

. had the lawless, blood-thirsty, infidel,

godless crew who have lately invaded
us from the land of « Liberty and
Slavery,” been unrosisted?  But ac-
cording to his doctiine, they ought
not to have been resisted.  The idea.
I maintain, is contrary to Scripture
and common sense, the laws of nature
and sclf-preservation.

2. T hold thatitis our duty to re~ist
evil when it would deeply injure us iy

B
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our persons, families, or property.
But we should not resist in the spirit
of revenge, but for a good end ; and
we ought not to resist where the mat-
ter is of trivial importance. It is
better to suffer wrong to a consider-
able extent than resist. For instance,
if a person deeply affronted me before
others, rather than challenge him to
a duel, or take measures to be re-
venged on him, I would consider it
best to suffer the affront. If a person
owed me a debt which was so large
that it would injure me to lose it, and
he refused to pay, though able, I
should consider it right to sue bim at
law for the same; but if small in
amount, I would rather lose it than
do so.

3. I hold that aggressive war is
wrong, and contrary to the Bible;
but that defensive war is right and
lawful. And Paa himself must know
that if the principles of defensive war
were universally acted on, there would
be no war, for every one would keep
within his own territory, and there
would be no occasion for war.

In conclusion, I would remark that
the passages of Scripture brought for-
ward by Pax ought to be fully acted
on by Christians in all cases, except
when a literal rendering of any of
them would lead to non-resistance
where life, liberty, the preservation
of valuable property, or good order
in society, are concerned,

Ww. G.
b-’—

READING THE SCRIPTURES.

Do not Christians, at the present
day, amid the multiplicity of other
means of grace, too much neglect, or
but negligently improve, opportunities
for the reading of the word of God ?
But few, it is to be hoped, compara-
tively, habitually neglect its daily
perusal, either in private, or in their
families; but is it not, too often, as a
matter of course affair, rather than
one in which the keart is interested as
it should be? Is it not seldom the

Reading the Scriptures.

case that the Christian is seen to sit
down to the perusal of the Bible, for
an evening, with that sort of interest
that he would to some of the new
publications, so often teeming from
the press?

There may be reasons given, no
doubt, why this should be the case;
but probably the most substantial one,
after all, would be found to exist in
those very habits of thought and teel-
ing with whichthey generally setabout
the daty. In order to enter into the
spirit ot the sacred writings we must
truly Jove them; and feel in our souls
that we can honestly say that we in-
stinctively prefer them to every thing
else that can be presented to our
attention ;—and that, instead of laying
down with reluctance the new book
(or any thing else that may have en-
grossed our thoughts), in order to
attend to our customary religious
duties :—we shall find it to be, like
leaving the society of strangers, to re-
turn to the counsels of a tried and
valued friend.

Is there not an obstacle, also, to
the ¢ entrance of that word which
giveth light,’ into our souls, by our
relying too much upon other helps,
than upon thatspirit which is promised
to guide usinto all truth ? Commen-
taries, &c., are useful in their places,
but if men rely upon them too much,
may they not serve as Aindrarces,
rather than Aelps, to obtaining the
spiritual ideas of the Bible, which the
vigorous contact of our own spirits
with the simple Word of God is cal-
culated to elicit ?

Is not the Word of God read, also,
in too detached portions ?—and in too
fimited quantities ? and with too little
meditation, self-application, and pray-
er? Do we even give the Bible a
chance (so to speak) to show us the
power it can exert over our minds
and thoughts? Now, as one very
important method of studying Serip-
ture, in order to keep its connection,
as well as to become familiar with its
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letter and spirit,—is it not desirable
that we should read it more—in
course—and habitually? Read it
more, that we may become familiar
with it; in course, that we omit
nothing which the Holy Ghost hath
indited ; and habitually, in order that
we may be sure to do it,—and by no
means let little things divert us from
our purpose.

Now, one hour’s moderate reading
per day, will enable us to read the
Old Testament through quarterly;
and another hour will enable us to
read the New Testament through
monthly!  How could two hours be
spent to more advantage? Either of
the Gospels may be read in from two
to three hours. How could you spend
such a portion of time, occasionally,
better, than to sit down and so read
them, in regular connection, as in-
dited by the Holy Ghost?
one try this who uever has as yet,
and if he does not say, that, by
such perusal, he has become more
interested in the sacred record, than
he thought he could Lave been, by a
process so exceedingly simple,—he or |
I will be obliged to confess that our
hearts do nof correspond together; as

Let any

the heart of man to man, as face
answereth to face, in water. Let,
those try the experiment who will; |
and give us, if they please, the result
of their experiment.
—Ch. Watchman.

——
WONDERFUL SUCCESS IN STUDY, |
BY A MECHANIC.

[Some persons excuse themselves
from reading, by the plea that they
Ihave little time for it ? But why will
they not improve that little? Be-
cause they cannot employ whole days
in the perusal of books, they think
nothing is to be done. But thisisa
mistake which robs them of many op-
portunities of improvement. If they

OBSERVER.

‘would try the experiment, they would
be astonished at the result which

acquired from books.
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would follow from employing their
spare hourvs, or quarters of hours, in
the cultivation of their minds by read-
ing good and useful books, and then
reflecting upon what they have read.
At present, they suffer these frag-
ments of time to be utterly wasted :
they do nothing, and think about
nothing to any good purpose. Let
them set about a reformation instantly,
and they will soon be sensible of its
benefits. They may not become great
scholars, but their minds will be im-
proved, and they will gain, by de-
grees, such accessions to their know-
ledge as they will be thankful for as
long as they live. There is no
situation of life which has not its mo-
ments of leisure ; and these ought to
be diligently improved as well as all
other portions of time. The Christ-
ian, in particular, should use them
wisely.

The following remarkable parra-
tive shews what may be done in this
way ; and though all have not the
faculties requisite for making such
wonderful attainments, nor are they
desirable for all, yet it may be safely
affirmed that none who employ their
spare hours in the manner we have
recommended, without intrenching
upon their daily duties, will have any
reason to regret the attempt.

At a late meeting, in Massachu-
setts, of the friends of Education, the
Governor of the state, Hon. George
Everett, spoke to the following
effect :]

“ Jtis a great mistake to suppose
that it is necessary to be & professional
man, in order to have leisure to in-
dulge a taste for reading. Far other-
wise. I believe the mechanic, the
engineer, the husbandman, the trader,
bave gquite as much leisure as the
average of men in the learned profes-
sions. I know some men busily en-
gaged in these different callings of
actaal life, whose minds are well
stored with various useful knowledge
There would
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be more such men, if education in our
common schools were, as it well might
be, of a higher order; and if common
school libraries, well furnished. were
introduced iuto every district, as I
trust, in due time, they will be. TItis
surprising, sir, how much may be
effected, even under the most un-
favourable circumstances for the im-
provement of the mind, by a person
resolutely bent on the acquisition of
knowledge. A letter has lately been
put into my bhands, bearing date the
6th September, so interesting in itself,
and so strongly illustrative of this
point, that I will read a portion of it;
though it was written, I am sure,
without the least view to publicity.
‘I was the youngest, says the
writer, ¢of many brethren, and my
parents were poor-—my wmeans of
education were limited to the advan-
tages of a district school, and those
again were circumscribed by my
father's death, which deprived me, at
the age of fifteen, of those scanty
opportunities which I had previously
enjoyed. A few months after his
decease, I apprenticed myself to a
blacksmith in my native village.
Thither I carried an indomitable taste
for reading, which I had previously
acquired through the medium of the
society library; all the historical
works in which I had at that time
perused. At the expiration of litile
more than half my apprenticeship, 1
suddenly coneeived the idea of study-
ing Latin. Through the assistance
of my brother, who had himself ab-
tain a collegiaie education by his own
exertions, I completed wmy Virgil
during the evenings of' one winter.

After some time devoted to Cicero, |

and a few other Latin authors, I com-
menced the Greek. At this time it
was necessary that I should devote
every hour of day-light and a part of
the evening to the duties of my ap-
prenticeship,  Still I carried my
Greek gramnar in my hat, and often
found a moment when I was heating

Wonderful Success in Study.

some large iron, when I could placc
my book open before me against the
chimney of wmy forge, and go through
with tupto, tuptets. tuptel, unperceiv-
ed by my fellow-apprentices, and, to
my confusion of face, with a detri-
mental effect to the charge in my fire,
At evening I sat down unassisted and
alone to the Iliad of Homer, twenty
books of whieh measured my progress
in that language during the evenings
of another winter. I next turned to
the modern languages, and was much
gratified to learn that my knowledge
of the Latin furni-hed me with a key
to the literature of most of the
languages of Europe,

¢This circumstance gave a new
impulse to the desire of acquainting
myself with the philosophy, deriva-
tion, and affinity of the different Euro-
pean tongues. I could not be recon-
ciled to limit myself in these investi-
gations to a few hours after the
arduous labours of the day. T there-
fore laid down my hammer and went
to New Haven, where 1 recited to
native teachers in French, Spanish,
German, and Italian. 1 returned at
the expiration of two years to the
forge, bringing with me such books
in those languages as I could procure.
When I had read these books through,
I commenced the Hebrew, with an
awakened desire of examining another
field ; and, by assiduous application,
I was enabled in a few weeks to read
thic langnage with such facility, that
I alloted it to my=elfas atask, toread
two chapters in the Hebrew Bible
before breakfast each morning ; this,
and an hour at noon being all the
time that I could devote to myself
during the day. After becoming
<omewhat familiar with this language,
1 looked around me for the means of
initiating myself into the ficlds of
Oriental literature, and to my deep
regret and concern, I found my pro-
gress in this direction hedged up by
the want of requisite books. I imme-
diately began to devise means of
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obviating this obstacle ;—and, after, discloses a resolute purpose of im-
many plans, I concluded to seek ay provement, (under ebstacles and ditfi-
!

place as a sailor on board some ship
bound to Europe, thinking in this way .
to have opportunities of colleeting at -
different ports, such works in the
moderu and oviental languages as |
found necessary for this object. I
left the forge and my native place to
carry this plan into execcution. 1
travelled on foot to Boston, a distance ,
of more than a hundred miles, to find |
some vessel bound to Lurope. In
this T was disappointed, and while re- -
volving in my mind what steps to
take, accidentally heard of the Ameri-
can Antiquarian Society, in Worces-
ter. 1 immediately bent my steps -
towards this place. I visited the hall
of the American Antiquarian Society,
and found here, to my infinite graui-
fication, such a collection of ancient,
modern, and oriental langnages as I -
never before conceived to be collected |
in one place; and, sir, you may ima-
gine with what sentiments of gratitude
I was affected, when upon evincing a
desire to examine some of these rich |
and rare works, I was kindly invited |
to an unlimited participation in all
the benefits of this noble institution.
Availing myself of the kindness of
the directors, I spent about three
hours daily at the hall, which, with

culties of no ordinavy kind.) which
excites my admiration, I may say my
veneration, It is enough to make
one who has had good opportuni-
ties for education, hang his head in
shame.”

————

DEALING WITH INQUIRERS.

On this mportant subject, Mr.
Christmas, a brief sketch of whose
lile we have previously given, stated
his sentiments in the following words

“ There are two methods pursued
by ministers and professing Christiaus
in their directions to ingniring sin-
ners, one of which is unwarranted and
therefore dangerous, the other is
seriptural, and thevefore safe. When
those who pursue the first method are
asked by any one, TWhat must I do
to be suved ? they tell him to repent
and believe, and so far correctly.
When the sinner replies, that he can-
not do it, they tell hiw to pray < to God
to give himaheart for it; to continue
in the use of the means in the hope
that he =hall find grace: to lie at the
pool of the ordinances until the Spirit
shall descend to bless bimn.’

Now this counsel given to an in-
quirer, directly tends to stifle kis con-

an hour at noon, and about three in | victions, is a virtual relinguishment
the evening, make up the portion of | of God's cluim on the heart, is an in-
the day which T appropriate to iy | consistent dircction to do what is as
studies, the rest being occupied in | difficult as repentance itself, and is
arduous manual labour. Through | contrary to scriptural direction and
the facilities afforded by this institu- | seriptural example.
tion, I have Leen able to add so much |} ““ueh a counsel directly tends to
to my previous acquaintance with | stifieasinuer’s convictions. His con-
the ancient, modern, and oriental | science has been disturbed.  He feels
languages, as to be able to read up- | the force of God's demands upon his
wards of fifty of them, with more or , love and obedience; and it is an un-
less facility.’ willingness to comply with these de-
I trust I shall be pardoned by the | mands, and a sense that he must if he
ingenious author of this letter, and the | would be saved, that wrings his heart
gentleman to whom it is addressed, | with anguish. Just at this time his
for the liberty which.I have taken, | spiritual guide, instcad of pressing
unexpected, I am sure, by both of | home his obligations, tells him to
them, in thus making it public. It Cuse the means, and lie at the pool
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waiting God'y time.
at any thing rather than immediately
eomply with them, he uses the means,
and prays and reads, and reads and
prays, and thinks he is now doing his
duty.  His conscience is relieved, his

distress disappears, and he consoles
himself with the thought, that if heis:

not saved it will not be lLis faunlt
Thus are his convictions quenched
and his fears allayed, by saying peace,
peace, when there is no peace. The
temporary relief thus afforded is the
reason why such preaching and such
directions are so welcomed by the un-
regenerate, and why it is called such
hard doetrine to preach immediate
submission, a circamstance which
sometimes solicits a minister to waive
the plain dealing of truth.

In the next place, such a direction
is a virtual relinquishment of Gud’s
claim on the heart. When the sin-
ner ohjects to the Gospel injunction
to repent, that he ‘cannot,’ he is only
expressing his repugnance to the duty.
It is not true that he cannot, in any
other sense than he w«ill not. To
direct him then to ‘use the means,
in order to get perchance a better
heart, is to allow that the objection is
valid.  Of consequence it follows that
God has no right to make such a de-
mand, and the sinpner is under no
obligation to comply with it.
point in controversy between Gad
and the sinner, viz.. his claim on the
heart, is conceded to the sinner, and
his spiritual guide authorizes him for
the present to render something else
and something less than his heart,
viz., an attendance on the means;
authorizes him to continue a little
longer in rebellion against God, au-
thorizes him to cherish his heart of
enmity until God <hall give bim a
better.

In the next place, such a direction
is inconsistent, for it calls on him to
do what is as repugnant to the sin-
ner's feelings as repentance itself. It
is presumed that no one who gives

Glad to cateh’
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such a direction, would advise the
. sinner to read and pray and hear in
an unbelieving and impenitent man-
ner. But to use these means with
penitence and faith, implies that he
i has alveady done the duty which the
direction evades,

Aud, finally, such a direction is
contrary to scriptural instruction and
example.  The Bible no where admits
that the sinner cannot comply with
his duty. It no where directs him to
use the means of grace in order to get
aheart to repent. It fearlessly directs
him to repent, taking it for granted
that he can if he will, and there it
i leaves the matter, and there it leaves
| the sinner to mcet the consequences
| of impenitence.

In accordance with this is every
divection given to sinners by the
preachers of holy writ. Isaiah says,
Wash you, make you clean, put away

i the evil of your doings, cease to do
jexil, learn to do well. He calls upou
i the wicked man to forsake his way,
1 and the unrighteous man his thoughts.
v Jeremiah calls upoun backsliders in
" Israel to circumcise themselves to the
i Lord, and take away the foreskins of
their hearts. Ezckiel says, Cast away
from you all your transgressions,
} whereby ye have offended, and make
you a new heart and a new spirit,
Joel calls upon sinners in danger to
turn unto the Lord with all their
i hearts. John the Baptist came preach-
ing in the wilderness, saying, Repent
ye, for the kingdom of heaver is at
hand. When the Redeemer began
to preach, he said, Repent ye, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
The apostles, in their preachiug,
made the same unqualified demand
of repentance. When the three
thousand, on the day of Pentecost,
said, Men and brethren, what must we
do? the ouly direction the apostle
gave them was, Repent, and be bap-
tized, every one of you, for the remis-
sion of sins. Ou another occasion,
l.he said to the multitude, Repent ye
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cherefore and be converted, that your |
sins may be blotted out. Jumes says,
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and
purify your hearts, ye double minded.
In all these instances there was no al-
lowance made for the moral impotence
of sinners.  The duty of sinners was
pointed out, and obligation enforeed ;
but there was no direction to pray to
get the disposition to do their first and
immediate duty.  Nor dare we, if we
would conform to apostolical exam-
ple, pursue a different conrse,

Ifit be said that this places sinners
in a hard ecase, we reply, that they
cannot be placed in any different
situation until they repent. It is the
situation their own impenitenee places
them in, nor can any relief be war-
rantably given until they do repent.
The gospel has not a word of cu-
couragement until you do this; and
when this is done, it is all merey, and
there will be time enough to offer the
balm of its consolations. There is no
by-road to heaven, and there is no
entrance to the narrow way but by
the stredt gate. We must exhort you
te repent and Lelieve the gospel. We
dare direet to nothing as a substitute
for this, to nothing which implies its
procrastination.  For there is no time
to lose. The next resolve may be,
Cut him down, why cumbereth he the
ground? The next discovery of the
sinner may b2 that he is in a world
where it is too late to repent. Our |
next meeting may be at the bar of |
God, where you shall not have it to
say you were directed to use the !
means and wait God's time, instead |
of immediate repentance,and a cordial
surrender of your whole hearts to your |
Creator, Benefactor, Redeemer, and |
Judge.”

Beside the publications of Mr.
Christimas alluded to in the Memonr,
he wrote several addresses for Tem- {
perance and Tract Societics. No.s |
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cussion with a Catholic Priest and a
Catholic layman, in a public print.
The pieces were afterward re-pub-
lished in a pamphlet of sixty-four
pages.
—————
NOTHING LIKE THE BIBLE.

The following eircumstance oc-
curred in the town of Warrington, and
was related there at a Bible meeting
by a gentleman of respectability and
veracily, connected with the Society.
The circamstance was introduced in
the following words:

About three wecks avo, two little
boys, decently elothed, the eldest ap-
pearing abov  thirteen, and the
younger eleven, called at the lodging
house for vagrants in this town, for
a night's lodging ; the keeper of the
house (very properly) took them to
the vagrant’s oflice to he examined,
and, if proper objects, to he relieved.
The account they gave of themselves
was extremely affecting, and no doubt
was entertained of its truth. It ap-
pears that but a few weeks had elap-
sed since these poor little wanderers
had resided with their parentsin Lon-
don. The Typhus fever, however,
in one day, carried off both father
and mother, leaving the orphans in
the wide world without home aud
without friends. Immediately after
the last mournful tribute had been
paid to their parent’s memory, having
an uncle in Liverpool, poor and des-
titute as they were, they resolved to
go and throw themselves upon his
protection.  Tived, therefore, and
faint, they arvived in this town on
their way. Two bundles contained
their little all. In the youngest
boy's was found, neatly covered and
carefully preserved, a BiBLe. The
kvcp(:r of the lodging house, address-.
ing the little boy, said, “ You bhave
neither money nor meat, will you sell

183 and 252 of the American Tract ' me this Bible? I will give you five
Society were written by him. Ie! shillings forit.” ¢ No,"” exclaimed he,
also conducted a controversial dis-, (the tears rolling down his youthful
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cheeks,) “TI'll starve first.”

Query— Poetry : The Baptism.

He then | day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and

said, * There are plenty of books to{ chou shalt glorify me.”

be bought beside this; why do you .
love this Bible so much?®”

The next morning, these refreshed

He re- | little wanderers arose easly, dressed

plied, “ No book has stood my friend | themselves for their journey, and set

as much as my Bible.”

“ Why, what | out for the town of Liverpool; and

. Yy . 1
has your Bible done for you 7" said ' may he who hears the ravens when
ke.  He answered, “ When 1 was a ' they ery, hear and answer their peti-

little boy about seven vears of age, I | tions,
became a Sunday School scholar in | bless

guide them through time and

3
them in eternity—English

London; through the kind attention | paper.

of my master, I soon learued to read
my Bibie—this Bible, young as I'was, i
showed me that [ was a sinner, anda
great one too ; it also pointed me to !
a Saviour. And I thank God that I
have found merey at the hands of"
Christ, and I am not ashamed to con-
fess him before the world.”

To try still farther, six shillings was
then offered him for the Bible.:
« No,” said he, * for it has been my
support all the way from Londou;’
hungry and weary, often have I sat:
down by the way side to read my
Bible, aud found refreshnient fromit.” |
Thus did he experience the consola-
tion of the Psalmist, when he said,
“ Thy comforts have vefreshed my
soul.” He was then asked, * What
will you do when you get to Liver-!
pool, should your uncle refuse to take .
you in?" The reply may excite a:
blush in many Christians. « My
Bible tells me, said he, * When my .
father and mother forsake me, then
the Lord will take me up.”  The man
could go no farther, for tears checked
his utterance, and they both wept to-
gether.  They had in their pockets,
tickets, as rewards for their good
conduet, from the school to which
they belonged, and thankfulness and "
humility were visible in all their de-
portment.

At night these two orphans, bend-
ing their knees by the side of their
bed, committed themselves to the care
of their heavenly Father—to Him
whose ears are open to the prayers of
the poor and destitute ; and to Him
who has said, « Call upon me in the

—————
QUERY.
When, where, and by whom, was

infant baptism first performed ?

ExQuiren.
———

octry.

THE BAPTISM.

BY MRS. L. H. SIGOURNEY.

*Twas near the close of that hlest day,
When, with melodions swell,

Ta crowded mart and lonely shiade,
Had spoke the Sabbath bell :

And on a broad anrutiled stream,
With bordering verdure bright,

The westering sunbeam richly shed
A tinge of crimson light,—

When lo ! asolemn train appear'd,
By their loved pastor led,

And sweetly rose the holy hymn,
As toward that stream they sped,

And he its cleaving, crystal breast,
With graceful movement trod,

His steadfast eve upraised, to seek
Communion with his God.

Then, bending o'er his stafl, approach'd
‘The willow-fringed shore,

A man of many weary vears,
With furrowed temples hoar :

And faintly breathed his trembling lip,
* Behald ! I fain wonld be

Buried in baptiswn with my Lord,
Ere death shall summon me.*

With brow benigu, like Him whose hand
Did wavenng Peter gaide,
The pastor bore his tottering frame
Through that translurent tide,
And plung’d him * peath the shrouding wave,
Aund spike the Triune name,
Aund joy upon that withered fice
In wondering radiance came.

And then advanced a lordly form,
In manhond’s towering pride.

Who from the guilded suares of earth
Had wisely turned aside ;

And following in his steps who bow'd
To Jordan's startled wive,

In deep humility of soul,
This faithful witness gave.

Who next? A fair and fragiie form
In snowy robes doth move,
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That tender beanty in her eve
That wakes the vow of love ;

Yoa come, thou gentle one, and clothe
‘Ihyself with strength divine:

This stern world hath a thousaud durts
‘T'o vex a breast like thine,

Beneath its smile & traitor’s hias
1> oft m darkness bound ;
Chang to that Comforter who holds
A balm for every wound ;
Propitiate that protector’s care
Who never will forsake,
And thou shalt strike the harp of praise,
Even when thy heart-strings break.

Then, with a firm unshrinking step,
The watery path she rrod,

And gave, with womin's deathiess trust,
Her being to her God :

And when, all dripping from the tood,
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l She rose like lily's stem,
Methought that spotless brow might wear
An angel’s diadem,

Yetmore! Yetmore! How meek they bow
To their Redeemer's tite,
Then pass with music on their way,
Like joyous sons of light ¢
But, lingering on thosa shores, I staid
‘Till every sound was hushed ;
For hallowed musings o'er my soul,
Like spring-swoll'n rivers rushed.

¢ *'Tis better,* said the voice within,
‘T'o bear the Christian's cross,

Than sell this fleeting life for gold,
Which death shall prove but dross :

Far better, when yon shrivelled skies
Are like a banner furled,

To share in Christ’s reproach, than gain
The glory of the world.

MISSTONARY

REGISTER.

APRIL, 1839.

STATE OF THE MISSION.

We are still without official intelli-
gence from the Society in England.
No letters have been received since
the name and constitution of the
Society were changed, on the 5th of
December last year. Our operations
in this country are, therefore, in some
degree impeded; as we know not
what degree of support will be afford-
ed to us during the present year.
This is the more to be regretted, as
there are various openings which
might be entered upon, if we had the
pecuniary means ; and several appii-
cations have been received for aid in
stations where there are brethren
ready to be employed to a greater
extent than they are at present, in
the missionary field, if a little assist-
ance could be afforded them, to pay
their charges, and hire labourers in
their places while absent from their
farms. While looking on the state

of Canada, with reference to its reli-
gious wants, and the comparative
poverty of its inhabitants generally,
who have but little to spare from the
imperative claims of their farms and
families, we cannot repress the con-
viction that if our kind British
friends would look at these facts, and
ponder them deliberately, they would
stretch forth again, and vet more
widely, their helping hand to their
fellow-subjects, their ¢kinsmen ac-
cording to the flesh.”

In the mean time, it would be well
for the churches in both Provinces to
enquire whether they have done all
they can for themselves and their
neighbours,~—whether, by a little
more activity and self-denial, they
might not be able to contribute yet
more for the promotion of the gospel
arcund them. When they consider
their own priviiege in having the
means of grace, and “going to the

C
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house of God in company,” they will | efforts and example, and send forth
surely feel for those who are destitute | their prayers to God for the prosper-

of these advantages, and do what {ity of his own cause.

The state of

they can, by prayer, and exertion, to | the mission is such, in relation to

supply the want.
they value these blessings themselves,
they will be desirous that others may
possess them too. It may be that
they can do but little; but they
should tax their power to the utmost,
remembering Him who for their sakes
became poor, that they might be rich
in faith and heirs of the kingdom.
What they purpose, should be done
promptly and heartily—for « God
loveth a cheerful giver.,” Should
these hints be attended to, and mea-
sures be resorted to in accordance
with them, on a comprehensive and
liberal scale, we should hail the event
as a favourable omen, and encourag-
ing pledge, that the Lord was about
to prosper Zion, and render her “a
praise and a glory” in theland. We
are quite sure that the strength of
our denomination in the Colony at
large, has never yet been fully put
forth ; and it is to rouse it into action
that we present these considerations
to our readers, In the church at
Montreal, and probably in some
others, penny-a-week collections have
been some time made in favour of
the mission, both for itinerary and
educational purposes. It is by simi-
lar plans, as is well known, that our
Methodist friends have done such
wonders in support of their various
institutions all over the world. And
though the independence of our
churches may not be favourable to &
general organization, like theirs, it is
very possible for separate churches to
act upon the principle, as to their
own members and friends, and for-
ward the amount of their proceeds to
the general treasury of the mission.
Every member of the church of
Christ should be “up and doing,”
each performing his part in the gen-
eral cause. Those who have “no
money,” may yet contribute their

In proportion as | these provinces at least, as to call

more loudly than ever for co-opera-
tion among all the scattered members
of our body. Much of the happiness
or misery of future generations will
be determined by what is done now.
It is, in all respects, a critical season
with us. None should slumber at

i his post—none should refuse to come

up “to the help of the Lord against
the mighty.” Gratitude calls for ex-
ertion ; the state of the country re-
quires it ; our temporal prosperity is
connected with it ; the peace of soci-
ety will be promoted by it; «“good
will among men” will be extended by
the influence of religious truth, and
“glory to God in the highest” will
redound from the faithful preaching
of the word of life.

We are speaking of these things,
of course, as in the order of means;
the efficiency is of God. But we
have no right to look for, or expect,
his blessing unless we resort to the
means which He himself has enjoined
for the accomplishment of his merci-
ful designs. He has ordained that
his church shall be the light of the
world ; but if this light shine dimly,
how shall surrounding neighbour-
hoods be iluminated? 1If it be put
“under a bushel,” how shall its glory
be manifested? Anund if it go out in
darkness, how terrible will that dark-
ness be !

Among all our churches, then, let
love and unity be cultivated ; let all
partial and selfish considerations be
sacrificed on the altar of christian
benevolence. Let every member be
alive to the claims of duty, and the
pleasure of doing good. Let the
religious state of the country be made
the subject of frequent conversation
among those who love God : let it be
often before their eye, and always on
their hearts. Let them be frequent
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at a throne of Grace, and earnestly '

Then shall

implore help from above.

we soon witness a different state of .

things :  Sion
brightness : God will bless his people
and their work, and our own land
shall yield her increase.

———

CANADA
BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

From Br. Fraser, of Bedalbane, to the
Committee.

March 16, 1829.

We lately had a most interesting protracted
meeting of' four or five days; and alihough
the country is in a confused state, and many
of the men away, still the chapel was pretty
full during the whole services,
T humbly hope, has been not a little refresh-
ed and revived ; and some others impressed,
and T trust converted to God. T have been
a tour down the eastern borders of this
county, about 20 miles distant, and through
a highland settlement.  Was out about a
week, and preached several times  Some of
the people are under promising impressions,
and others T trust are really converted. I
was happy to see a nnmber of them at the
protracted meeting, above mentioned. T
made another tour with Mr.
Keeseville, to the Indian Lands, and the
prople came out in great numbers to hear.
Ilately spent 12 days in going through Lan-
caster, Godmanchester, and Dundee, beyond
the St. Lawrence and the Indian Lands,
Roxburgh, and Kenyan.  The attendance
was good, especially in the Indian Lands
where the people crowded to hear the word,
and I hop» with good effect.  They listened
with the deepest attention ; and some remain-
ed of their own accord, in tears, anxiously
wishing to converse about the <tate of their
somibs, which led to a short but affecting prayer
meeting.  One or two of these young people,
ater all the opposition offered, have, T really
believe, been lately called to embrace ¢ the
truth in the love of it;” and T trust others
are not far from the kingdom of God.  Soon
after coming home, T was called to attend o
meeting of a few daysin the rear of Chatham.
The prople atteaded singularly well for four
diays in succession.  The impressions were

Safford of |

will send forth her -
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From Br. M‘Fhail to Br. Milne.

Inxpiax Lasns, March 23, 1839.

T shall probably remain about this place
till Providence shall more fully make known
the path of duty. There has generally been
a good attendance on the means of grace,
wherever I have been.  Some in this place
seem to be convinced about their soul’s salva-

- tion ; and two have given satisfactory evidence

of having experienced a change of heart.
May ¢ the httle one become a thousand, and

" the small one a strong nation.”

T visited Osgood about three weeks ago.

. The people in that place manifested a great

The church, .

promising; and one or two have professed a |

* good hope through grace.”  On Sabbath
morning, & careless pan coming to meeting,
while leading his horse off the way to allow
a gentleman from your city to pass, foll dead
on the road behind me. A shovt improve-
ment of the solemn event seemed to impress
the congregation most (]1"‘]!1_\"

'
'
i

anxiety tor the word of life. OQur meetings
were sometimes protracted to a late hour.
Instead of retiring after the usual benedic-
tion, they would sit down to hear if any thing
more would be said. T remained witl. them
about a week, and held a meeting every eve-
ning, excepting ou Saturday, and that with
increasing interest.  On Sunday evening the
people would not retire, but kept pressing
upon me to remain another day; at length I
consented ; but Monday evening added to
the interest already taken, great solemnity.
We were indeed in the presence of an all-
searching God, for we felt our hearts naked
before him.  The place was awful as * the
house of God, or the very gate of heaven,”
For my own part my preaching seemed like
a sound of words witiout meaning. I had
neither ability nor «kill to meet the real state
of things. 1 felt the need »f that wisdom
that cometh from above. When taking my
leave of them, and inquiring of them jndi-
vidually concerning the state of their souls,
some would say with tears in their eyes, that
they were great sinuers ; others that they had
a bard beart, and knew not whattodo. Two
professed to have received peace of mind
through the blood of the cross. The day
will declare the real state of the whole.

The inhabitauls of Osgood are an intelli.
gent, industrious, and noble-spirited people,
Their country is vet new, but rapidly im-
proving. Taey are extremely desirous that
a pious, intelligent minister would take up
his residence qmong them. There are none
of any denomination whatever in that place
at present. They think themselves capable
of supporting one swithout the help of any
Society. and I think so myseltf.  So you see
the great want is, that of a pious, #ral-
ous, and faithful minister:  without that,
nothing can be done. However excellent
vour plans may be in themselves, the whole
will be defeated without preachers. O,
brethren, bend your enersies to this one
point; and would to God that the churches
would entreat the Great Head to speedily
send forth those whom he has appointed to
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the wark, for the harvest is rotting, and will
perish for want of labourers. Whea I con-
sider how may thousands will inevitably and
irrecoverably perish in Canada before the
gospel can be given them, my soul sinks
within me. 'Why are notthe churches seek-
ing out their most pious and talented young
men, and encouraging them to take hold of
the cross, ere it be completely down? If
they are waiting for splendid talents, I fear
Canada will never be supplied ; for few of
these persons will be found willing to traverse
these dreary wilds on foot, or ve contented to
live and preach in log huts. DMen of robust
constitution—of good common sense—avith-
out natural defects—of’ ardent piety and love
for souls—with that degree of mental culture
requisite to qualify them for the work, are
such as we want ; and such I believe may be
found to a goodly number in our churches.
Why not encourage them to this, as well as
to any other duty? The love of Christ to-
ward themselves, and a perishing world,
should be urged upon them as a motive to
constrain them to enter upon the great work.
If Christ heard their sighing in the prison-
house, when condemned to die, is it not the
least they can do in return to lay down their
life a sacrifice for him? Yea, if they bad
ten thousand of them. they would be too little !
to Iny them all down for His sake.

Many young men, I know, are labouring | haptism.

under great anxiety to know where the path |

of duty lies; halting, as it were, between two
apinions. Now prudent and wise counsel at

The Work of the Ministry.

the gospel. Let us not be misundecstoed
we cordially subseribe to the doctrine ever
maintained in our denomination, that in order
for a man lawfully to enter inte the ministry,
hemust be internally called by the Holy Spirit
to preach the gospel.  Of course, we utterly
object to the consecration of unconverted
youth to the work, or the introduction to this
holy office of any man, however learned, if
10t pious, or of any man, however pious, who
is not otherwise fitted for it, and called to it.
At the sume time, it is morally certain thata
grievous mistake must exist on the subject of
a call to the ministry ; for there are some in
the ministry, who are unqualified for it, and
unprofitable and unacceptable, while others
have never entered into the work, who ought
to have done it, and might have been usetul;
and, further, most of those who give evidence
of a lawful call to the work have been intro--
duced into it without due mental discipline
and attainments, so that they have all along
laboured under serious disadvantages, re-
gretted as much by themselves as by others,
It does not follow that because God designsa
man to be a preacher, that of course he can
preach immediately, or should attempt it, any
more than it does that because God has re-
generated a man, and intends him for a mem-
her of his church, he should unite with it,
or partake of the communion, previous to his
And while the greatest caution
should be used that only svund, pious and
otherwise suitably qualified men be adinitted
into the wministry, similar means should he

such a time, might be of inestimable value to | emplnvu(l in m]lmz them to preach, as are

the church and cause of Christ. But by re-
peated  discouragement from their senior
brethren, they will be led to abandon the idea

altogether, as many have done already: and '

at whose door does the fault lie?

At almost every place where I have heen, the |

cry is, They have no minister to pl‘i’«l(h the
;,nxpel in its native simplicity. But the cry
will soon wax feeble if it is answered with
repeated neglect.  Already have multitudes
of the prople become 0 deagd, that they just
know there is such a thlng as the gospel.
The peaple in this place were organised into
a chureh on the 14th of Febraary last: two
deacons have been appointed since.
attended to the administration of the Lord’s
Supper : it was a time of refreshing for our
souls,
it as a church.”

To these striking representations,
mav be added the following remarks
of Dr. Going:

¢« The churches <hould look ont ameng

them for voung men of picty and gifts and a |

desive fur the ministry and encourage them to
devate thesnsehves to the work of preaching

| proper in calling saints to the performance of
other duties, and sinners to repentance.  In
all cases, the Holy Spirit must he acknow-
ledged as the efficient cause of' all holy action,
while human instrumentality is necessary.
Especially should pious youny men of talent
. be reminded of the maultitudes who are with-

Cout a preached gospel in our own country,

and the millions in a state of heathenisin in
other countries: of the duty of all Christiaus
to do all the goud in their power, of the de-
sirableness of a part in the ministry as wford.
ing opportunity for more direct and extensive

usefuluess than any other sphere of action;

We

It was the fist time they attended to |

and of the consequent duty of every man to
preach the gospel, who can do it, notwith-
standisng the privations and sacrifices incident
to it.  These and <imilar considerations

! should he pressed upon their attertion.

The officers and leading memlers of the
church should feel that ¢ this thing helongeth
to them,” and realise the importance of a ju-
dicious discharge of the duty. Especially
ministers who are best able to judge of minis-
terial yualifications, and who have the most
favourable  opportunities for observation,
should consider this Jabour of Ive an -
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portant part of their official duty. We fear
that there is utterly a fault among us in re-
gard to this thing, and earnestly hope that it
may be corrected.”— Guspel Witness,

—————

Payments receired by the Treasurer of the
Canada Baptist Missionary Society, since
last report :

James Milne, for Ed. to 1<t April £012 6
Do.  do. Missionary fand, do. 012 6—1 § U
Thomas Churchill, Sub. fm- Ld.
to 1st July . .. 06 3
Do.  do. '\Ilssmmry fund,do. 0 5 0-011 3
Dr.Davies,Sub. for Ld. to lstJuly 1 5 0
Do. do. Missionary fand. do. 012 6117 £
Rev. N. Bosworth, Sub. to 1t Oct. 183%.. 1 11 6
Collected by Miss Galt on the 1d, per week
system .. .. .. [P R S I |
Payment for one Student for 5 00
Duncan M*Gibbon, Chathain 0 26
Joseph Anderson, Sorel.. . veeeee 00 0
Per Iev. Wm. Fraser:
Mrs. Janet Forhes, Breadalbane .05 0
John M¢Laurin, Osgood.. 050
Maleolm M'Phee, do. .. .. 0 5 0
Finlay M'Intyre. .. .. .. .. 05 0
Walter Kirkconnal .. o oo v oo o iv oo 005 0
£1216 10
Javes Munwe, Treasurer.

——ct—

SANDWICIT ISLAXDS.

Letters have been received from
Honoluly, bearing date as late as
April 26, 1838.  Mr. Binghamn thus
describes a remarhable state of reli-
gious inquiry :—

¢ The Lord has condescended to hless the
preaching of the gospel by your missionaries
here to an unusual degree, and we are all
ready, with united voice, to glority God for
his goodness, and from his wonderful works
among the Sandwich Islanders, by the power
of his word and Spirit, manifested freely at
all the stativns at the present time, and
wherever the trath is proclaimed.  To our
Jatest breath, and to etevuity, there will be

1

|
|

accasion to reraember this vear of the right

hand of the Most High.  The Spirit of God
is showered down upon the whole extent of

L version,

the Sandwich Islands; and those of us who !

have seemed to think that the gospel conld
hardly gain a Jodziment in the hearts of this
people, because of their allezed stupidity, or

jgnorance, or want of conscience, are now con-

strained to admit that they can be as readily
affected by the word and Spirit of God as any
cass of men with whom  we have been
acquainted.  About 500 have been recently
selected on this island (Oahn,) for admission
to the church, and in part admitted ; and '’

on ITaswaii nearly 3,000 have heen adinitted '

within the last year.
chaff and many

Thers may e much
tages in this mas—inany

1
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who, on trial, may be found to need to he
converted lest they perish; yet, we trust,
Christ has a precious seed among them, a
chosen flock, redeened by his precious blood,
who hear his voice, and shall never be placked
out of his hand.

I have preached the last four days seven
times, travelling in this distriet twenty-five
miles, the first and the Jast time to the regular
congregation here, very large; and oncestand-
ing on the threshold of Mr. Smith’s larse
s h(mllmu.\c. and addressing a congregation
twice as large as could be accomodated with-
in. A mother and a danghter came last Sah-
hath twelve miles to heac me, and returned
home the same day.  The next day, when 1
visited their place and preached, the little ygicl
came to me atter the services were ended,
and said she had forsaken her sins and now
chose the Lord. TLast evening a man and
his wite came here from that place, where
there had besn little  attention heretofore
given to religion, hoth profesing to bhave
chosen the Lord recently.  The woman has
come often lately, and I bave some hope that
she is a true convert.  She seems huamble,
tractable, and gratetul ; and says, with every
appearance of sincerity, that she does repeut
and believe o1, Christ, and desires to serve
him faithfully.  This is one example out of
hundreds under my own eye.  The protract-
ed meeting hereabout the time of Nahienaena’s
funeral, appears to have been crowned with
many fruits; and a meeting held here the
commencement of the present year, promises
to turn out a still richer harvest.  We ought
to expect the gosped, ¢the power aud wisdom
of God,” to produce great and happy effects
when it is proclaimed in its naked simplicity.
In these effects we rejoice.”

SABBATH SCHOOLS,

At the P.lrk-xtru-t Sabbath School, in Bos-
ton, January 27, a gentletnan was cequested
to muke a few remarks to the children; when
he olnerved, in substance, that he had areat
reason to feel an iuterest in Sabbath Schools—
Tie hoped they had heen the means of his con-
e Lad lived regardless of religion,
uutil he was about nineteen years old 5 he
then determined to hecome a sailor, and le
passed through dilferent offices, until he he-

came captain of aship.  During one of his
voyages he arrived at the Sandwich Telands,
As soon as his ~hip was anchored, 2 mission-
ary eame on board, and iuvited him to goand
see the Sabbath Sehool. When he eame
there, he <aw a large number of the natives,
divided into classes, with their teachers dili-
gently instracting them in the Word of God,
His attention was particularly drava ta an
old grey-haired man, probably 70 years of
age, whe was strivhing with alb possible atien-
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tion to learn the A, B, C; and when he got |
the sound of two or three letters, he would l
try to put them together and make a word of |
it, so that he might be able to read. At last
he got discouraged and said, “ I must give |
up—1I shall never be able to read the Word "
of God.” He was too old, it was too late. i
The captain said, this affected him to tears— |
the thought of his own privileges, the neglect |
of the Bible, when he had been so long able |
to read it, and the distress of the poor old
man, that he should ““ never be able to vead |
the Word of God”—such reflections as these
brought him to the determination that he
would neglect the Bible no longer; and he
hoped that, by the help of the Holy Spirit,
he had not studied it in vain,

The accounts from these islands
continue to be highly interesting and
encouraging. The ¢ General Letter '
from the Mission” is a very import- .
ant document : we give the following
extract, which we are sure will be
read with pleasure :

¢ The past year has been one of uncommon
interest through all the Sandwich Islands.
Though the enemy of souls, with his com-
missioned agents, has opposed the progress of
truth and righteousness, vet the Spirit of the
Lord has lifted up a standard against himn,
There has probably been no period, since
the commencement of the mission, when the
progress of truth has been so rapid, and the |
victories of the cross so numerous and glori-
ous, as during the year that is past. At -
every station there has been a revival of reli-
gion, A great multitude have professedly '
turned to the Lord  The work of the Lord
has been great and marvellous amons us, |
The proud and rebellions have been humbled, |
and some of the most hardened and profligate
have been brought to how to the sceptre of
the Prince of Peace. The Lord has been
with us in trath. ‘T'he exhibitions of his
power and glory in the conversion of souls
have been such as to warm, cheer, and
strengthen our hearts, 1t is a fact worthy
of remprk perhaps, that while the communi- -
cation from the Board and others, have not
been of a natarve ealeulated to encourage oue
hearts or further the object of our mision,
but rather of a kind to damp our ardour and -
darken our prospects, and to throw down the
walls of our sacred Institutions, which we
with much care and labour have for many
years been endeavouring to build, the com-
munications and assistance from on high have
tended to raise our thoughts above the adverse
vitcumstances into which we were thrown by
them.  We have learned that, Tt is better !
to 4rust in the Lord than to pat confilence '

! this period.

i vivals of religion,

Sandwich Islands.

in men." It s better to trus. in the Lord
thar: to put confidence in churches cven,
though professedly belonging to him, and
devoted to his service and glory.

You remember there was light in the land
of Goshen, though darkness in all the land
of Egypt beside ; and while the dark cloud,
which has been hanging over the American
churches, and which still hangs over them,
and which, on their side of it, exhibit noth-
ing but threatening and alarm; on this
side there have been no appearances but
those of light and tokens of good, The dark-
ness which has poured in upon us from
abroad has not put out or diminished the
light which shines around us. ¢ The Lord

" is our light and shield, and he is become our
+ salvation ;
. Lord hath done great things for us whereof
, we are glad,” and praised be his name.

¢ The

in him will we trast.

¢ Not unto us, not unto us, but ta thy name

give glory for thy mercy and truth’s sake.’
The revivals with which we have heen

blessed, and some of which are now in pro-

. gress, have embraced all ages, from the ad-
‘ vanced in years to children,
“ many children and youth among those who,

There are

we hope, have been born of the Spirit.  In
former revivals it was not so. But few of
the children and the young were affected by
them. Qur church hitherto have consisted

: mostly of the aged and middle aged.

The means which have been used by us in
these revivals are these which God has ap-
pointed for the salvation of souls—the preach-
ing of the gospel, conversing with the people
in small companies, and with individuals,
and visiting from house to house, aud the
prayers of the church. Protracted meetings
have also been held at all our satlons during
the year, and at some of the statlons a num-
ber have been held at different times during
At most of our out-stations, also,

protracted meetings have been held.  These

" meetings have been greatly blessed, and in

most instances have been accompanied by re-
The Holy Spirit was evi-
dently present to raise the fallen, ta strengthen

" the weak, to open the eyes of the spivitually

blind, and to quicken the deadinsin.  Many
we trust have yielded to his gracious influ-
enees, and have farsaken the servie of Satan,
and commenced the service of the Lovd.
About five thousand have heen received to
the churches since our last general meeting
{Tune, 1837 | ; and there are about two thous-
and four hundred who now stand propounded
for admission ; and there are mauny more who
exhibit some evidence of having given their
hearts to the Saviour. This large increase is
the result of these gracious visitations from on
high. The standard of piety in our churches
has heen valsed, and their purity promoted ;
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and there has heen an inerease of moral -
We fear, however, that |

courage and power.
the increase of strength to our churches has

not been in proportion to the increase of num- |

bers,
in judgment, in seme cases, in receiving too
hastily to the church those who profess to have
been converted 3 and we may have occasion
herenfter to regret having done so.  We fear
we may find hereafter that many have de-
ceived us and themselves in this important
matter, and that they will live with the veil
upon their hearts in this state of deception,
till the light of eternity shall tear it from
them, and reveal to them their true characters.
The seal, however, is a blessed one, ¢ The
Lord knoweth them that ave hi<.” ”

———
STAM.
FROM THE JOURNAL OF DR. BRADLEY, AT

BANKOK.

“ March 4, 16838. Sabhath. Went onut
early in the morning and talked with a com-
pany of men in a zayat. Had fifteen or
twenty hearers, and gave away some dozen
or more tracts. ‘Went out again in the even-
ing to other places and talked to the people,
trying to instruct them about Jesus, the only
Saviour of the world. Found as usual a great
eagerness to obtain Christian hooks, and was
delighted, as I have often been, by tinding,
on careful examination, that a large propor-
tion of the people could read well.

18. Sabbath. Went into a zayat, and had
a very pleasant conversation with a company
of Laos, who had just come from the country
to pay their taxes. Read and explained to
them the truth of God, to which they gave
most encouraging attention, and asked many
interesting questions, indicating that light
was entering their minds. Iafterwards gave
them tracts according as I thought they could
use them to profit. In the evening went to
the same place withsimilar results, Brother
R. being hoarse, I took the entire charge to-
day of instructing the people at the dispensary
in his stead. Had unusual freedom in
speaking.

19. Received afew letters from Singapore,
by a brig just arrived on the bar. The little
information which they bring nearly blasts all
our fond hopes of having a reinforcement of
our mission this year, Afflicting as this in-
telligence is, I feel that it is good by such
means to be drawn off from every help and
hope but God.  If these disappointments will
but incline me and my fellow-labourersto lean
more exclusively on the Spirit of God, the
result will be infinitely better than if we
should be sustained by a hundred of the best

We fear, also, that we may have ereed |
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missionaries.  May God help us all to feel
that he is our strength, our hope, oue all.

25. Tovk a walk with a handful of books
in the afternoon to a Chinese theatre, and had
a crowded cangregation of Siamese to hear
the law of Jehoavah, and the plan of salvation
through Chrat Jesus, Tt being the Siamese
new-year, very many were collected about the
place to play and gamble, which all have a
license to do on this holiday, My hooks
were but asa dropin the bucket.  They were
most eagerly demanded, and I have no doubt
that some will eagerly read them.

April 1. Took a walk in the market with
a handful of tracts, and tried to do something
for my Lord and Master.  Went into the
shop of an old man to whom T gave a copy
of the Life of Christ sometime since, and met
with a very cordial welcome,  He shewed me
the book which T had given bim before. It
was carefully wrapt up in a cloth, to protect
it, as be said, from the dust and filth of the
place. He assured me that he read in it daily,
to use his own words, “ pondering over it,
Jittle by little, that it might sink into his heart.”
At his request I gave him three more tracts,
On returning from the market, I stopped in
a zayat, and talked and read to a large
audience.

15, Sabbath. Went to a zayat as usual,
and laboured to instruct a company of Luos
and Siamese. The Laos in Siam can gene-
rally understand perfectly well the Siamese
colloquial language; and I have found many
of them who can read the Sinmese written
character with good freedom. They seem to
be proverbially humble, sober, and honest,
They appear to me to be, in a peculiar sense,
ripe for the gospel harvest.  Those that heard
me to-day manifested a deep interest in what
they heard. Several asked for books written
with their own characters, saying that they
could read Siamese books stammeringly, but
their own books with ease. It was painful
to be obliged to tell them that I had no buoks
in the Laos character. After I had taken
my leave of them and was returning home,
a Laos came running after me, inquiring with
much interest, it I did not design to make some
Taos books. On being told that I had it in
my heart to make his people some books, and
thought that I might be able in ayear or two
to give him some, he pleaded with me not to
forget him and his people, assuring me that
there were thousands and thousands that could
read, aud that I should certainly get many
blessings if 1 would do that thing.

22. Saturday. My time has been much
occupied this week in building concerns.
Have commenced making a printing office
under my house, and hope to have it ready
for occupancy in a week or two. Find my
new habitation very pl and T trust
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that with the grace of God asisting, it will | my successors. May the Lord grant that it
add much to my facilities sur doing good | may become a fountain of life, from which
amuny this people, and furthermore mahe a | shaell issue streams that shall make glad these
pleasant home for some colleague, and for l thirsty and funishing souls.”

TO SUBSCRIBERS AND CORRESPONDENTS.

These who desize the publication of a third volume of the Magazine, are requested to send
in their names iimmediately to the Publisher, or to the Agents in their respective neighbour-
hoeds, who will forward them by the thme before spedified, namely, the 20th of April. }

TristTarius observes, in reference to an opinion expressed by him in the February"
nawber, that ¢ as the Anti-Christian monster, Rev. xiii. 1., was incomplete until it was |
furnished with the Mohamedan head, the apocalyptic perivd of 1260 years vught not to be
dated prior to 622, the year of the Hegira.” Our correspondent is informed that the $2
shall await the alternpative he proposes.

We are obliged to Elder Black for his interesting details. The Comimittee will detain
his communication til! they receive sume others which are promised. It Is very desirable
that all who have it in their power should send answers to the inquiries propused in the
Cirevnan which appeared in a former number, and which have also been sent in Letters
to such of our friends as we could find a ready conveyaunce tv. The Coummittee wish to
ebtain, from all quarters, accounts of the state of religion and education, and the general
habits and desires of the people.

Payment of SusscRiPpTions.—Our Brother Tapscott intends to visit, in the meont}
of May, several places iu the London District, when he hupes to receive the subscriptions
now due for the Magazine.

Br. T. is informed that vur publisher achnowledes un the cover only the subscriptions
that are puid, and that the irregularities he complains of, and which we regret, have arises
from the difficulty which sumetimes happens of ascertainiog, from the lists sent, who hav
made their payments, and who have unly given in their names.  No intentivnal neglect ha
taken place, und it is hoped in future no error will occur. The omissions of delivery mud
rest with the Post Office, somewhere, as the numbers were regularly sent.

Elder Rees has our thanks for his letter, of which the intended use will be made. ¥

will vblige us by sending us the names of such subscribers as he may obtain, in addition

his own for TweLve Cories of Vol iii.

Asttcus on ¢ The destinies of England,” is deferred.

Our friend at Quebec was too late for this month. IHis hint, which is very impo!
will be attended to in our next.

We have also to acknowledge Communications from Messrs. Rees, Black, Fraser, Ta)
scott, M*Phail, Kclly, Trinitarius, and A Triend. Some of these have been attended

others are reserved for consideration.
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