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“THAT TZE SOUL BE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, IT I8 XOT GOOD.”—Prov. xix. 2.

JANUARY 1sr, 1858.

Wr have entered upon another year, No voice of trumpet heralded the
event—no change in the face of nature marks it. Transition from one sea-
son of time to another makes no such appeal to the senses as change of loca-
lity. Two scenes will hardly be found in the longest j Jeurney pr eclsely alike.
Continued variety reminds the traveller that he is moving onward, and pre-
vents him from imagining that he is ever stationary. "It is not 5o in the
progress of time. One day is so like another, one week so like the week
that preceded it, that we are very ready to forget that life is fast passing
away. Even those remarkable events which dnstmamsh particular periods
and render them memorable have little influence in arrestmrr our attention
and fixing it upon the constant flight of time. The Old Year goes out, and
the New Year comes in, and we are sensible of no change. We are advised
of the fuct only by the Almanac, or the kindly gxeetinwb of our friends.—
Tvery one of us knows that another year of life is gone,~that by so much
is death~—and the judgment—and eternity nearer; but we know this—not
by any sensible experience—but by logical process, and truth thus known
does not strongly impress. To learn the lessons of the season then we must
give ourselves to earnest and prayerful meditation. ¢ 8o teach us to num-
ber our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.”

The Old Year has passed away,

“ Gone ! gone forever —like a rushing wave
Another year has burst upon the shore
Of earthly being—and its Jast low tones
Wandenm in broken accents on the air
Are dym«v to an echo I

A very profound thinker has happily illustrated ¢ the time of our sojourning
as regards its inevitable and constant expenditure by the position of a crimi-
nal contined in a vault. There is water within reach which he draws for
himself—but draws in darkness. The supply is limited, but its amount un-
known. It has sufficed for the past, and it suffices for the present. But it
is contained in a reservoir. It does not spring up from a fountain. He
drew from it yesterday, as he had drawn from it the day before; and draws

220981
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from it {o-day as he will draw from it to-morrow, if to-morrow it be not found
exhausted. Ie does not see it diminishing, but he knows that it must be
dirzinished. The very fact that he has had enough hitherto—that he has
enough now—tells him that one day the supply will fail, Then he must
die. Every time he fills his vessel he leaves a remainder so much less.—
With whai feelings of chastened solemnity would such an one draw—how
carefully husband each precious drop and guard against the smallest waste.

Such an unseen, unknown supply is life to us all. 'We have drawn—that
is to say we have lived—through the past year, through all its days and
weeks and months, and through all the past years of our pilgrimage. But
“the numbered hour is on the wing.” In the divine decree our span is mea-
sured. In the divine purpose our reservoir was filled. We do not know its
capacity—but we do know this; we know that we have now been drawing
from it for twenty—or thirty—or forty—or fifty—or threescore years and
ten ; and that by so much as we have drawn—>by so much have we brought
nearer a time when we can draw no more.

Looking back upon the past year, too, how rapid has been its flight. We
do not refer to the proverbial speed of Time’s wing in general, but to the
special swiftness of its movements during the season just ended. Here we
have noticed not only absolute, but relative rapidity. “ What has become
of the Summer” has been a frequent exclamation as the Autumn months
passed on, and the Winter closed in upon us. ‘The very young have noi no-
ticed this. To them a year is yet a long time. But those who are engaged
in the active and serious business of life have sensibly felt it. To such as
are approachihg the period of middle age,—much more it may be supposed
to those who have passed this meridian—the last year is ever the shortest.—
Time with them seems almost to leap from one New Year’s day to another.
The weeks and months appear to shrink into an awful briefness. To the
mere votary of pleasure—to the worshipper of Mammon—to every man who
is spending this life without hope of a better—there is something absolutely
appalling in this contraction of the years. Reverting to the case of the cri-
minal in his vault it seems to the poor prisoner that, not only is the supply
of water constanily growing less, but every time he fills his vessel it becomes
sooner empty. Not only is the store rapidly diminishing, but it . : diminish-
ing every day more rapidly than the day before. He knows not how little
remains, yet he is compelled to draw from it more and more frequentlyr or
more and more largely. By a rapid process continually accelerated——conti-
nually acecelerated in a constant and fast increasing ratio—he is wearing his
life away. The wheel of time, like other wheels, revolves faster and faster
as it approaches the plain.

Nor is this shortening of the years difficult of explanation. Every re-
turning season brings with it ordinarily increase of business and labour. A
greater number of objects claim our attention, and in endeavouring to meet
all the demands that are made upon us the seasons glide imperceptibly away
and—

« We take no note of time
But from its loss.”

And, just as the last days of the year are the shortest, so is it frequently in
the life of man. The worldling takes no thought of it until he finds that
December days are upon him—DECEMBER DAYS! Fit emblems not only
in their shortness, but oft times also in their cold and darkness—and clond
and storm~—nf the closing years of a life misspent.

If we ask the past year for its lessons—it bids us be humble and thankful.
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‘What portion of our life can we review and not find reasons for humiliation.
During the season just ended, what sins have we not committed—what du-
ties have we not neglected. Hos much precious time have we wasted:—-
how many favourable opportunities lost. Perhaps we began the year with
the determination to seek in all earnestness to redeem the time. We formed
good resolutions ; but how bave we kept them. Many of them (let us hope
not all but)—many of them are broken ; broken, and scattered like the leaves
of Autumn. Ah! we would do well to be humble.

But, looking back upon the past year, we should learn thanlfulness.—
This too is a lesson which the season just expired teaches in common with
all its predecessors; but perhaps this last year imparts the instruction witk
some special emphasis of its own.

There is special reason for thaukfulness in the state of the land. The
three great temporal blessings of a people are health, peace and plenty, as
the three great scourges are war, famine and pestilence. As the old year
expires it leaves us in the enjoyment of these blessings in no ordinary de-
gree. We have heard of war, but we have not seen it. 'We have had ti-
dings of pestilence, but we have not felt it. We have lost friends indeed,
for whom we mourn, but no devastating plague has visited us. And, although
the financial difficulties of these closing months have not been altogether un-
felt, yet how slight has been their influence for evil, whilst the harvest has
been more than ordinarily productive and the poorest can searcely want for
bread. * The earth hath yielded her increase, and God, even our God, hath
- blessed us.”

The advancement of the Church, too, furnishes special ground of thank-
fulness. A second Missionary has reached his destination in the foreign
field. A third has been despatched, and a fourth is preparing to follow.—
And whilst lengthening our cords abroad we have been strengthening our
stakes at home. The state of the Domestic Mission fund indeed is far from
satisfactory, and demands the earnest and prompt attention of ministers and
people. But new congregations have been formed, self-sustaining from the
outset and vigorous, and some of them have been supplied with pastors.—
And ro pulpit has been made vacant by death.* The Seminary too, although
threatened in the sickness of all the Professors, has yet been deprived of
none of them. All this should excite our gratitude.

In the experience of individual congregations, and members also, may be
found reasons of thankfulness. Of coldness and apathy and indifference
there has during the past year b2en enough, and more than enough. Yet
God has not left himself without a witness in the hearts of Lis people. We
have felt something of his presence in his service and ordinances. And that
we have not enjoyed more fully the light of his countenance is because we
did not seek him with greater earnestness.

But what of the New Year? What of prosperity or adversity—of joy or-
sorrow—of sickness or health—of life or death—has it instore forus? We
do not know. Shall we see the close of this year? We cannot tell. The
“reservoir” is unseen, and alag! it is but an earthen vessel, liable at any
time to be overturned and broken, long before its contents seem to be ex-
hausted. The future is shrouded in darkness.

Some things however we may confidently reckon upon. We may cer-
tainly expect, during the current year, difficulties and trials. It is as well
then to be prepared for them, for they will surely come. “Man is of few
days and they are full of trouble.”

* One, Rev R. Blackwood of Tatamagouche, has died sirce these words were written,
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The gospel will continue to be preached also during the year that is be-
gun. The offers of salvation will be made to perishing sinhers. A Crucifi-
ed Redeemer will be presented for the acceptance of faith. And still too the
reception given to the truth will be what it was of old when some believed
the things that were spoken and some believed not. And through this year,
as always, “ He that believeth shall be saved, and he that believeth not” will
remain under condemnation.

In fine, amidst so much that is uncertain in respect to our future, the be-
liever may rest assured that God’s word will never fail. In all vicissitude
and in every change—through storms and darkness and peril—in toil and
strife and conflict—amid fears and perplexities and temptations—in sickness
and suffering and sorrow—all through life and in death itself the promise
will be fulfilled. I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.”

For the rest we know but little ; but surely this is enough, ¢ God reign-
eth ; let the earth be glad.” In entering upon another year of duty, and, if
called to it, of some travail and hardship, this may surely suffice us, *“ My
presence shall go with thee and I will give thee rest.”

LIFE AND MINISTRY OF REV. WILLIAM JAY, BATH.

WE purpose to give a short review of the life of this very eminent man
for three reasons—1st. The life itself is peculiarly interesting; 2nd. The les-
sons which it teaches are especially appropriate and necessary to the present
day ; 3rd. It will afford us an opportunity of enquiring into the state of pul-
pit oratory among ourselves, and of endeavouring to ascertain in what true
popularity consists, so far as our circumstances permit us to do so. That
we may preserve something like order in our observations, we shall give a
short review of Mr Jay’s history—consider him as an author—exbibit him
as a preacher—and then state a few reflections naturally suggested by the
whole. It is evident nothing more than an outline may be expected on these
very varied and important topies.

Mr Jay was born in Tisbury, in the year 1769. There were five of a fa-
mily ; he was the fourth, and only male, child. His parents occupied what
we would consider the middle rauk of life, although Mr Jay himself says
they were poor. IHis father was a stone-mason, and Jay was apprenticed to
the same occupation. He received the elements of education at the village
school, and does not seem to have been a very apt scholar when & child ; for
one of his sisters says, “ We thought he would never learn.” Marks of the
future man are often sought for in childhood, when in after life he becomes
eminent or famed, but they are not always found. Sir Walter Scott was
long looked upon as a dull boy ; and it was not till Dr Chalmers reached the
Mathematical Class at college that he discovered any indications of genius.
The willow and poplar rise rapidly to height and maturity, but the sturdy
oak is slow in its growth and tardy in allits developments. Jay’s education,
even in elementary branches, was never thorough or complete, a circum-
stance which he lamented all his lifetime. It was at Malborough Academy,
and under the tutorship of the celebrated Cornelius Winter, that he pursued
bis studies for the holy ministry. The manner in which he was selected to
be a student in the Academy, and the circumstances which determined the
fature course of his life, were so very remarkable, and so indicative of the
leading of God’s Providence, that we must give the account in the words of
the autobiographer himself, condensing it a little in some parts.

« Mr Thomas Turner left Tisbury while young. He was then possessed -
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of no substance ; but he graduslly succeeded in Trowbridge and gained more
than & competency. Being truly a religious man, he determined to intro-
duce the preaching of the gospel into hig native village. He took a house .
and licensed it, and opened it for preaching. After some length of time, he
built alse a neat chapel, entirely at his own expense; and a very considera-
ble congregation and church were raised there, which have continued ever
since. The private dwelling which Mr Turner had purchased and licensed
was first used for worship, on the Saturday evening I attended. The sing-
ing, the extemporaneousness of the address, and the apparent affection and
earnestness of the speaker, peculiarly affected me. I searcely slept that
night for weeping and joy; and as the preaching was to be renewed the
next morning at seven o’clock, I happened to be the first that came. Mrs
‘Turner, who had come from Trowbridge to superintend things for the time,
opened the door herself, and taking me by the hand, benignly asked, ¢ Are
you hungering for the bread of life?” From that day forward she particu-
larly noticed me. For several years there was no fixed minister at Tisbu-
ry, but the service was supplied by preachers of various denominations.—
Among these supplies came the excellent Cornelius Winter from Marlbo-
rough, a distance of near forty miles. A year aftet the first time, he came
.a second ; and calling on Mrs Turner at Trowbridge on his way, he told her
that when at Tisbury before, he had been particularly struck with the aspect
of & lad in the congregation ; that the impression had not worn off ; and that
he felt a strong desire to have an interview with him before he should re-
turn. Not knowing, however, his name, he could not inform her who was
the youth he intended. She immediately said there was a lad in the place
she also much wished him to see and converse with, mentioning my name
that he might enquire for me. Accordingly on the Saturday evening he de-
sired the doorkeeper to ask for Billy Jay to come to him in the parlour after
the service. Again while in the pulpit, he was equally attracted with the
appearance of the lad who had so impressed him before. 'When the preach-
ing was over, as desired, I followed him into the house, and was presented to
him. He then perceived that the youth Mrs Turner had mentioned, and the
youth he had remarked, were the same. He was affected even to tears and
immediately kneeled down and prayed.”—At their meeting next morning,
an invitation was given to Jay to go to Marlborough Academy, which after
some time he accepted, and thus the way was opened up to the ministry to
this young servant of the Lord. How wonderful! How strange! Upon
what small incidents does the business of a whole human life frequently de-
pend!

Our information respecting the course of study which Jay pursued at this
Academy, or the manner in which it was conducted is very scanty. The -
amount of it is, that his diligence was put to the streteh, that he enjoyed the
privilege of a geod library, and that his tutor was affectionately kind to him.
About his conversion, Jay has not much to say, but what he does say, ap-
pears to us much to the point. “Some persons love to talk of their being
born again, and of their being made new creatures, with a kind of physical
certainty and exactness ; and refer to their conversions, not as the real com-
mencement of a work which is to continue increasing through life, but as
something which may be viewed as a distinet and unique experience, imme-
diately produced, originated, and finished at once; and perfectly determined
as to its time and place and mode ofaccomplishment; but I hope this is not
necessary, as I have no such narrative or register to afford.” While we are
most ready to admit wonderful conversions in some cases,—for what can not
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the grace of God do ?—jyet we believe that the account which Jay gives of
himself, is & fair specimen of the accounts which the majority of Christians,
born in a Christian land, can give of themselves. As a common rule we
have not much confidence in those conversions which are so specifically exact
as to determine the day, the place, the minister, and the sermon, by which
they were affected. It would appear, however, that very solemn impressions
were made upon the mind of young Jay—deeper and more solemn, perhaps,
than on any former oceasion—about the time the Methodists as they were
called,—although this appellation included Independents also—came to the
village of Tisbury.

It was while attending the Seminary at Marlborough, that Jay made his
first attempts at preaching. Like other students, he went to the neighbour-
ing villages preaching the gospel, and in general they were well received.—
Jay preached his first sermon at Allington, a village near Stonchenge. e
tells us he was then only sixteen years old, and before he was of age he had
preached upwards of a thousand sermons. From the day he commenced
preaching, his popularity began and continued to increase. The demands for
“ the boy-preacher” were numerous. Towards the end of his Academical
course, he was occasionally admitted to the pulpits of large congregations;
and in these he found his popularity greater even than in his village preach-
ing. 1t brought him into contact with Rowland Hill, by whom he was en-
gaged to supply Surrey Chapel for a season. Here his popularity distanced
that in other places and on other oceasions, beyond all comparison. Large
as that chapel was, in a Sabbath or two he completely filled it; and on the
last Sabbath of his engagement, after preaching his last sermon, “ the yard
before the dwelling house was filled with the lingering multitude, who would
not disperse till he had bidden them farewell from the window.” The Edi-
tors think this first visit to Surrey Chapel took place in 1788. While sup-
plying Surrey Chapel for the first time he formed several important and use-
ful friendships—friendships some of which lasted till his death. It was then
that he became acquainted with Rev John Ryland, Rev Jchn Newton, and
last, though not least, Miss Davies, the future Mrs Jay. He gives usa short
account of his courtship of this young lady—and most unique and graphic it
is. His success at Surrey Chapel is proof of his early and fixed popularity.

Passing over a number of minor circumstances, given in full in the Auto-
biography, we wculd take a glance at his introduction to Argyle Chapel,
Bath, the grand scene of his life-labours. It once more illustrates strikingly
an overruling Providence, and a Providence working by comparatively in-
significant means, The Rev Mr Tupper was pastor of the congregation in
Rath, when Jay began to preach. While in the neighbourhood, Jay several
times supplied the pulpit in Bath,—and particularly during Mr Tupper’s ill-
ness. As the congregation had greatly increased under Mr Tupper, they
resolved to build a new chapel, which was so well known afterwards as Ar-
gyle Chapel. During the building of this chapel, Mr Tupper was seized
with his last sickness. 'When his life was despaired of, the deacons waited
upon him and asked him whom he would recommend as his successor. With-
out hesitation and in the most cordial manner, he recommended Mr Jay.—
This meeting the views of the congregation, Mr Jay was unanimously elect-
ed their pastor. Repeatedly does the autobiographer mention, that the same
unanimity which existed at his call, continued to exist in the congregation
during the whole of his ministry. He entered on his charge Janunary 30th,
1791, A foolish story has been circulated about the first appearance of Jay
in Bath as a préacher, but there is not the smallest ground for it. The text
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from which he preached first was, “ What T do, thou knowest not now, but
thou shalt know hereafter.” He preached at the request of the deacons,
made in the usual way, and while he was pastor at Malford.

Mr Jay had six children, three sons and three daughters. Two of these,
a son and . daughter, died before himself, and a third immediately after hir.
In his family he'enjoyed the greatest delight. Some of the domestic .;cenes
described at length, and others which may be pictured in fancy from a few
hints dropped almost accidentally in letters and other documents, fully con-
vince us that they were a happy and a loving family ; and that the most
happy and loving of them all, was Jay himself. In the long and severe af-
flictions of his wife, he had sore and painful irials ; yet he tended and watch-
ed over her with all .he sclicitude of a devoted husband, and all the affections
of a true Christian.

Numerous wexre the tours which Mr Jay made, preaching for benevolent
societies, and opening places of worship. No minister was so frequently
engaged on such oceasious. To two of these tours he has given marked at-
tention, and seems to have vividly and minutely remembered them. The
first of these was to Ireland, and it occurred at a most unfortunate period ;
it was at the breaking out of the rebellion ; and he atfaches not a little blame
to those who brought him thither at such an unfortunate and unseasonable
time. The other was to Scotland, about the year 1801 or 1802. His re-
marks on Scottish preaching are very valuable, and shew how much he was
alive to whatever tended to make a popular and an efficient preacher. He
was particularly pleased with the Scottish mode of lecturing ; so much so,
that he resolved to adopt it himself when he went home. That he did adopt
it when he returned to Bath, and that he followed it to some extent, are ev-
ident from the fact he mentions, that, by way of specimen to his English
brethren, he had resolved to publish a volume of such lectures. To his
brethren in the ministry he strongly recommends the system; and the ob-
servations which he makes are not unwortkL  of the attention of some minis-
ters in Nova Secotia, with whom such lecturing, especially continuously
through one book, is not over-savoury.

In the year 1831 occurred the fortieth anniversary of Mr Jay’s pastorate.
To note their gratitude to God for preserving such an eminent servant of
Jesus so long among them, the congregation resolved to present him some
token of respect. They subscribed and gave him a handsome landaulet,
accompanied with a silver inkstand, bearing a suitable inscription. The
sermon which he preached on this occasion was one of his master-pieces, and
produced a deep and solemn impression. It is given in full in these vélumes.
‘Ten years afterwards, Jan. 81st and Feb. 2nd, 1841, his jubilee was observ-
ed—an event which produced a sensation throughout the whole Christian
world. The ministers who attended, the sermons preached, the hymns sung,
composed by Montgomery, the prayers offered up, and the erowds who filled
the chapel,—all cast such an overwhelming interest around the event, that
it eannot be soon forgotten. On this occasion they presented him with a
silver salver, and a purse containing £650. The whole transaction is mi-
nutely described in the volumes before us.

On October 14th, 1845, Mrs Jay died, and from that time Mr Jay hiroself
seems to have begun to decline. She was in the 79th year of her age. On
July 25th, 1852, he preached, what proved to be, his last sermon in Argyle
Chapel, from Psalm Ixiii. 1, 2. He was in his usual health, went to Worth-
ing for reereation, was seized with alarming illness, was removed to his own
house as soon as possible by his attendants, to whom he said: “ Lam going
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fome, to go home.”’ ~Having recovered a little, he resigned his clarge, wri-
ting the resignation with his own hand. This was October 5th, 1852. His
resignation was accepted, and early in 1853, Rev William Henry Dyer was
chosen his successor. A division ensued, a separate Church was formed un-
der the ministry of the Rev Richard Brindley, for whom a new Chapel has
been erected. BMr Jay went with the dissentients. The congregation of
Argyle Chapel had become too large, and required to be divided; but it
would have been pleasing if the division had taken place in a more friendly
way than it did. From the attack at Worthing Mr Jay never completely
recovered. But he preached several times after his partial recovery, and
with not a little animation. The last enemy, however, was gradually making
his approach, and when he did come, he did not find him idle. He corrected
and sent to the press, the last sheet of his « Female Scripture Biography,” on
Friday, December 23rd, 1853, and on Tuesday the 27th, at half-past 6, the
spirit of this great and good man passed into eternity. Ile was in the 85th
year of his age.
[To BE CONCLUDED NEXT MONTH.]

THE CORN POLICY OF JOSEPI.
GENESIS XLI 34-36, 47-57; =xrvin. 13-20.

The arrangements made by Joseph, for the supply of the wants of the
Egyptians during the years of famine, have been the subject of much discus-
sion, and even orthodox writers have indulged in the most violent censures
of the course which he pursued. He has been represented as taking advan-
tage of the necessities of the people to increase the royal power, and thus of
sacrificing the interests of millions to aggrandize one man. Thus Dr Hunter
in his Sacred Biography, says: « It is with a mixture of shame and sorrow,
that we bring forward the next passage in the history of Joseph. It exhibits
him, inde=d, as a most exquisite politician, who thoroughly understood the
interests and the passions of mankind ; who knew perfectly well how to take
advantage of the occasion ; but, over devoted to the prince who had advan-
ced him, employing his exorbitant power, his superior skill and address, in
planning, and in perfecting, a system of despotism, by which the whole pro-
perty of Egypt, together with the persons and the liberties of all that mighty
cropire, was transferred to the Sovereign. We behold him most ingeniously
seizing the opportunity, which the growing distress of a lengthened famine
afforded him, to aggrandize one at the expense of millions. He first con-
veys all the money in the land into the Royal coffers, the cattle speedily fol-
lows ; the increasing miseries of another unfavorable season determine the
wretched proprietors to part with their lands for food, and even reduce them
to the dreadful necessity of offering to sell themselves for slaves that they
might live by their master’s bounty. It is true the prime minister of Pha-
roah did not push his advantage to the extreme length. But it must be ac-
knowledged he carried it much farther than it became the friend of misery
and mankind.” And a little farther on, he adds: ¢ Ds we not see in the
hardships which, undér the foilowing reign, the posterity of Israel endured
frors Egyptian -despotism, the danger of extending regal authority beyond
the limits of reason. ? And thus, in the justice of Providence, the family of
Joseph first'felt the rod of that tyranny, which, with his own hands, he had
established and agarandized.”
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Now we are by nomeans bound to defend all that Joseph did. The Serip-
tures record the facts of the case without commeut, and we are not required
to assume that his conduct was blameless. But justice requires that before
such censure should be passed, the facts of the case be closely examined, to
ascertain whether they warrant such a verdict, and that a charitable construc-
tion be placed upon what is doubtful. After all the examination we have
been able to give to the subject, we regard Dr Hunter’s censures as convey-
ing hard measure indeed, and what is far from being warrantedsby the facts
of the case.

In judging of the conduct of Joseph, two or three preliminary remarks are
necessary. In the first place, we have a right to consider his previously es-
tablished character. When we see a man whose integrity has been proved
for years, we are or should be cautious in attributing contrary motives to him,
on account of one transaction, with which perhaps we are but imperfecily ac-
quainted. So, when we consider the known character of Joseph previously,
we should be satisfied that the facts absolutely require such a construction
before we thus accuse him of impoverishing and subjugating a numerous
people for the aggrandizement of a single man. But what we wish especi-
ally to observe, is, that Joseph must be judged by- the circumstances of the
age and the institutions of the country in which he was placed. The error
of many seems to be in judging him by the state of things in the 19th centu-
ry or in a free country. We are very slightly acquainted with the institu-
tions of Egypt, but we know that the government was thoroughly despotic
(Gen. xli. 44). Now, the arrangements which would place us under such
arbitrary power might be very different from the same arrangement applied
to the Egyptians. It might be harsh and oppressive in the one case, and
actually lenient in the other. And if we find that Joseph’s measures were
such as ¢ Ais own age were considered wise and kind, this is all that we
have a right to expect, and if in any point they were ahead of his age, he is
entitled to the more credit.

Keeping these things in view, we shall proceed to consider the transaction
itself. During the seven years of plenty, one-fifth of the whole produce of
the land was taken by Pharoah and stored. A question might arise as to the
terms on which this was obtained. The probability, we think, is, that it was
bought by Government at its own price. This might be the more easily
done, as the price would be necessarily very low, in consequence of the great
abundance of those years. When the years of famine came, Joseph opened
the granaries and sold to the people. The propriety of this course, we think,
cannot be questioned. It was indeed formerly held, and may yet be, by some
ignorant of the true principles of political economy, that in such a case the
Government ought to feed the people gratuitously. But all who have intel-
ligently examined the subject have come to the conclusion, that such a matter
is utterly destructive, both of the industry and economy of the people. Ac-
cordingly, during the famine in Ireland, the British Government taxed its
ingenuity to find means by which the food dispensed might appear to be given
not as charity, but in return for labor. In this respect, Joseph's measures
anticipated the light of the 19th century. When money failed, it was natural
for him to receive what they could offer in the way of barter, and the people
were no doubt glad to have their cattle in hands, where they would be saved
from starvation.

But the chief difficulty lies in the last arrangement, by which the people
offered themselves and their lands to Pharoah, and the offer was accepted
by Joseph. Now, upon this we must remark, that the proposal came from
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the people themselves. Joseph would scarcely have made it to them. But
it having been pressed upon him, he accepied it, leaving the particular lim-
itatione of the power thus given to Pharoah to be afterward settled. And
farther, that wiien the years of famine were over, aod the new arrangements
were fixed for the tenure of their lands, an advantage was aken by Joseph
of the surrender of themselves into Phavoal’s hand. It is only, then, his ob-
taining their lands that we have to consider. Upon this point, the most tho-
rough discussion we have seen is by Dr Kitto, and we cannot do better than
quote his remarks at length :—

“ However the offer as made, is not to be understood under the popular accept-
ance of buying and selling—the upplication of which to this transaction is calcula-
ted to mistead the judgment ; as Josepl’s phrase, in speaking to them, *I bave
bought you this day aad your lands for Pharaoh,’ tends to excite a feeling to the
disadvantage of his character. 1t means little more than ¢acquired,” just as anci-
ently, and indeed at the present day, in the East, a wife is said to be ¢ bought,’ and
the money that passes between the husband and her father is called the ¢ price’—
This is far from implying that she has become a slave. So in the present case, al-
though the people relinquish their lands, they do not expect to cease lo occupy or
cultivate them. They are indeed anxious, that the land shall nce be desolate ; and
one of their stipulations is for seed corn, all of which would have been idle had
they become were slaves or serfs. Had the land under their offer become abso-
lutely that of the kiag, they bad little reason to care about it. He would know
how to care for his own land ; and they might safelv leave to him the providing of
seed corn for its culture. And so had the condition into which they came, been
that of slaves, he would have been bound to care for them ; and it could to them
matter but little, whether the land lay desolate or not. What they did expect was
clearly, that they should henceforth become tenants of the crown, instead of free
proprietors. ‘This they call being servants,—a term which merely implies that
they were under obligations, short of absolute freedom. There is no word in Serip-
ture answeriog to ¢ tenant” The tenant is called the ¢ servant’ of the proprietor ;
and according to this phraseology, our own tenaat-farmers would be called servants,
seeing that they cultivate lands not their own, and are bound to render to the land-
lord a large proportion of the value of the produce as rent. Although, therefore,
Joseph’s language, “ I have bought you this day. voa and your lands for Pharoah,”
must sound harsh to us, it is well to understand, that the true signiﬁcation of what
he says is this, ¢ Having this day acquired for Pharoah certain rights over you and
your lands, I shall now proceed to inform you to what extent these rights will
hereafter be enforced” He then stafes in accordance with the explanation given,
that they are to vemain in occupation of the lands, of which the king had become
by their cession the proprietor, and that they were to pay one-fifth of the produce,
as rent to the soveveign as their landlord, in lien of all other imposts and charges
whatever. When we consider that in 2ll probabil'ty, a tentb at least had previ-
ously been paid to defray the expenses of government, the real additional charge is
ten pes cent—in all twenty per cent. This is certainly a heavy charge; but it is
as nothing in comparison with what is paid for rent in almost any couniry in Eu-
rope at the present day ; and still bears comparison with the combined charges of
rent aod taxation, which this charge in Egypt appeats to us to vepresent. It is
somewhat remarkable, that amid the vicissitudes to which that country has been
subject, the compact between the ruler and his subjec's, entered into by Joseph,
has always subsisted there in principle. To th's day the Fellant, or peasant, n
Egypt. cultivates the land for his sovereign, and receives a portion of the produce
for his own wants. But amid the grasping exactions of our own age, and the barsk
oppressions to which be is subject by the government and its officers, e has much
reason to regret, that the moderation of Joseph does not actuate its present rulers.
AM:Lane, in his excellent book on the Modern Egyptians, declares with empbasis,
that “ it could scarcely be possible for them to suifer more and live.’”

These views, we think, are quite satisfactory on the subject. If any thing
more were needed to confirm :he opinion that Joseph’s arrangements were
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not harsh and oppressive, it would appear in the view taken of them by

those most deeply affected by them.

The Egyptians, so far from complain-

ing of them, expressed their gratitude to Joseph on account of them, saying,

“Thon hast saved our lives.”

Trom an attentive examination of the whole

subject, then, there appears every reason to conclude, that, judging Joseph’s
conduct by his own age and the institutions of the country, his measures in
regard to the famine were characterized by wisdom, moderation, and human-

ity.

ENQTIRER.

Religious Miscellany.

. THE FIRST STEP.
BY THE REV. J. C. RYLE, B. A.

I believe there are many persons who
have real desires for salvation, but know
not what steps to take, or where to be-
gin. Their consciences are awakened.
Their feelings are excited. Their under-
standings are enlightened. They would
like to alter and become true Christians.
But they do not know what should be
their flrst step.

If this be the state of yoursoul, let me
offer you some advice. I will show you
where to begin. I will tell you what step
you ought to take, and may take this ve-
Ty day.

In every journey there must be a first
step. There mustbe a change from sit-
ting still to moving forward. 1 he jour-
neyings of Israel trom Egypt to Canaan
werc ﬁ)ng and wearisome. Forty years
grassed away before they crossed Jordan.

et there was some one who moved first
when they marched from Rameses to
Succoth. When does a man really take
bis first step in coming out from sin and
the world 7 He does 1tin the day when
he first prays witk kis heart.

In every building the fivst stone must
be laid, and the first blow must be struck.
The ark was one hundred and twenty
years in building. Yet there was a day
when Noah laid his axe to the first tree
he cut down to formit. The Temple of
Solomona was a glorious building.  But
there was a day when the first buge stone
was laid at the foot of Mount Moriah.
When does the building of the Spirit re-
ally begin to appear in a man’s heart ?
It begius, so far as we can judge, when
he first poursout kis heart io God in pray-
er.

If you desire salvation, and want to
know what to do, I advise you to go this
verv day to the Lord Jesus Christ, in the

first private place you can find, and en-
treat him in prayer to save your soul.

Tell him that you have heard that he
receives sinners, and has said, ¢ Him that
cometh, unto me I willin nowise cast
out.” Tell him that youarea poor, vile
sinner, and that you come to him on the
faith of his own invitation. Tell him you
put yourselves wholly and entirely in his
hands ; that you feel vile and helpless,
anad hopeless in yourselves ; and that ex-
cept he saves you, you have no hope to
be saved at all. Beseech him to deliver
you from the guilt, the power and the
consequences of sin. Besecech him to
gardorx you and wash you in his own

lood. Beseech him to give you a
new heart, and plant the Holy Spirit in
your soul. Beseech him to give you

race, and faith, and will, and power to

e his disciple and servant from this day
forever. Oh! go this very day, and tell
these things to the Lord Jesus Christ, if
you really are in earnestabout yoursoul.

Tell him in_your own way, and your
own words. If a doctor came to see you
when sick, vou could tell him where you
felt pain. If your soul feel its disease
indeed, you can surely find something to
tell Christ.

Doubt not his willingness to save you,
because yon are a sinner. Itis Christ’s
office to save sinners. He says himself,
“I came not to call the righieous, but
sinners to repentance.” gLuke v. 82.,)

‘Wait not because you feel unworihv.
Wait for nothing. Wait for nobody.
Waiting comes from the devil. Just as
you are, go to Christ. The worse you
are, the more need you have to apply te
him. You will never mend yourselves
by staying away.

Fear not because your praver is stam-
mering, your words feeble and yourlan-

uage poor. Jesus ¢an understand you.
Just as a mother understands the first
babblings of her infant, so does the
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blessed Saviour nnderstand sinners. He
canread a sigh and see a meaning in a
aroan.

Despair not because you do not get an
answer immediately. \While you are
speaking Jesusis listening.  If he delays
an answer, it isonly for wise reasons, and
to try if you are in earnest. Pray on,
and the answer will surely come. Though
it tarry, wait for it. It will surely come
at last.

Ob ! if you have auy desire to be sav-
ed, remember the advice I have given
you. Actupon it honestly and heartily,
and you shall be saved.

Do not say you knownot how fo pray.
Prayer is the simplest act in all religion.
Itis simply speaking to God. It needs
neither learning nor wisdom, nor book-
knowledge to begin it. It needs nothing
but heart and will. The weakest infant
can cry, when he is bungry. The poor-
est beggar can hold out his hand for an
alms, and does not wait to find fine words.
The most ignorant man will find some-
thing tosay to God, if he bas only a mind.

THE BIBLE. ,

Place yourself, in imagination, by the
side of an’ Australian gold digging, and
observe the earth that is drawn up from
its bottom. It is likely that your unprac-
tised eye will see nothing in that heap
but rubbish, and dirt, and stones. And
yet that very heap of earth may prove,
on washing, to be full of particles of the
Eurest gold. 1t is just the same with the

ible. ~We see but little of it now. We
shall find hereafter that every verse of it
contained gold. Place yourself, in imagi-
nation, on the top of some highland moun-
tain. Look at the minute mass of lichen
which clings to the side of that mass of
rock. Tell me, if you can, what use and
purpose that lichen serves. The birds
of theair, the beasts of the field, the very
insects, leave it alone—grouse, and tar-
migan, and deer, draw no sustenance
from it. The rock does not require its
covering. And yet that minute lichen
is as truly a part of God’s creation asthe
cedars of Lebanon, or the Victoria Re-
gina of the South American rivers.
Place it unde. a microscope, and you
will see that it is like all other works of
God, it is “ very good,” and full of beau-
tiful design. Settle it down in your
mind, as itis with the book of nature so
it is with the book of revelation, the writ-
ten Word of God. There is not a chap-
ter or verse, from first to last, which is

A First Rate Hearer.

Jan.

not in some way profitable. If you and
I do not see its use, it is because we have
not eyes to see it. But all, we may reat
assured, is precions. Allis “very good.”
Well, said Bishop Jewell, « There is no
sentence, no clause, no word, nosyllable,
no letter,butis written for thy instruction.
There is not one but is signed aud seal-
ed with the blood of the Lamb.”

A FIRST RATE HEARER.

I had heard much—very much, said
about a first rate preacher, and was
much interested in the picture drawn by
my informant. But as one blade of a
pair of scissors sadly lacks the cther,
and isin a very pitiful state of bereave-
ment without it, so a first-rate preacher
must have the counterpart,and {) prcpose
to complete the picture, by setting forth
a first-rate hearer.

1, He is prompt in attendance. He
not only means to be at public worship
—lotsof lazy people have very good pur-
g‘oses-*but he will be on hand in time.

he preacher counts upon him always
being in his place when the service be-
gins. Noboly can think itis him, if the
late lifted latch, the untimely creaking
door, sends an unwelcome sound through
the sanctnary.

2. He is an unfailing attendant.
There are now and then hearers—half a
day hearers—once a month hearers—and
semi-annual hearers. Thereare suchall
over the parish! but not a soul of them
ever gets him on to their books. He is not
a bird of their feather. He thinks that
if public worship is worth being establish-
ed at all, it is worthy of baving a whole
hearted and unfailing support. He
thinks, “Reverence my sanctuary,”
means something more than an intermit-
tant attendance—that such a precept
presses not a half but a whole day’s wor-
ship; not merely a now and then visit,
but visits that shall make no intermission
but what Providence compels. He goes
for the whole Sabbath, and all the Sab-
baths of the yeur; and if that does not
make him a first rate hearer, we will look
up another element of hig character to
fill out the picture ; and

3. He giveseyes, ears, and thought to
the preacher. Eyes, because it helps him
to hear, and the speaker to address him;
ears, because his ears were made to be
thus used, and he came for the purpose
of hearing; and thvught, because eyes
and cars too, might be on the preacher
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and yet imagination, in itg antics, might
make eyes and cars utterly useless, as it
sailed away with the hearer to the ends
of the earth. Eyes, ears, and attention
of mind make one, soul and body, a
hearer;and we venture to call that a first
rate sort of hearing ; though there remains
one characteristic more to complete the
picture.
4. He profits by what he hears. He
gives the trath a cordial, hearty welcome.
Ie takes truth, that heavenly dove, into
the ark, and does not compel it to fly
away upon the cold and cheerless waters.
He muses on what he hears—beseeches
holy influence to incorporate it into the
spiritual structure of his soul, and not be-
ing a forgetful hearer, becomes a doer of
the word. And if that is not first rate
hearing, we would be thankful to look
upon the picture of some other painter.

In view of all this we may say.

1. A first-rate hearer is an honour to
the sanctuary; that sacred place was
made for him, and be fitsit well. And
was made to make others like him, and
does a most noble and honourable work
so far as it succeeds in such a work,

2. A first rate hearer is, not only an
honorable character, but a very useful
cne. He does much to get the people
first rate preaching. His devout charac-
ter in the sanctuary and elsewhere great-
Iy comforts and animates the preacher.
Heis the better preacher for having
such a hearer, and a whole congregation
of such hearers would make him a first
rate preacher, if he is not one now. Let
them try it.

2. A first rate hearer is a stirring re-
buke to diverse other classes of hearers,
as second rate and third rate hearers,
and sleepy hearers, and all who won't
hear at any rate. He is a burning and
shining light in the sight of them all,
and the adionition given by his excel-
lent example ought to shame them out
of their folly and sin.

Therefore, though we are not unwil-
ling to hear about first rate preachers, we
should be glad to hear more about first
rate hearers 5 and should be better plea-
sed still to see more of them. There is
room for a large number of each in the
church where we worship ; and, so faras
we can learn, there are not a few chur-
ches about us but would be very much
resigned in view of the change, into such
a state, of what hearers they now have.
N. Y. Observer.
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THE BOOT-BLACK—~A STORY
FOR BOYS.

About a hundred years ago, there
lived in the city of Oxford, England, a
boy whose name was George. e was
very poor, so much so that he was com-
pelled to clean the boots of the students
at the University to obtain money with
which to buy the necessaries of life.
His countenance was one of no ordinary
appearance. His eye was keen and
prercing ; his forehead noble and lofty,
and every feature of his face was per-
fectly developed. By his easy and po-
lite manners, his obliging disposition,
and his warm and generous nature, he
soon won the confidence and esteem of
many of those upon whom he waited.
The poverty of clothing served better to
show the richness of a mind which only
needed cultivation to make it one of the
brightest in the whole country. The
students of the University seeing such
noble qualities in their lowly and hum-
ble boot-black, determined to educate
him, and many of them devoted no hittle
of their time to that purpose. They
found him ready, and willing, and stu-
dious. He lost not a moment of his
precious time, but applied himself dili-
gently, perseveringly to his studies, and
soon became an equal, if not superior to
soree of his instructors.

Hisadvancement was very rapid ; so
great was it that numbers were unable
to recognizein the gifted and talented
young man the once poor and needy
boot-black. About this time there was a
great change in the religion of England.

here arose a sect which, from the
peculiar babits of its members, their
strict observance of the Sabbath, their
faithful reading of God’s Word, and their
frequent and stated engagements in
prayer, was called Methodists. With this
party Georze immediately connected
bimself, and soon became one of the
ablest and most consistent members. The
youths who once sought his company
now treated him with sneering contempt.

Those who once considered him a man
of extraordinaryabilities then considered
bim a reckless fanatic, and avoided his
society as they would that of a worth-
less drunkard. All this did not move
him. He was as firm as a rock. Nothing
could change him. Like Moses he pre-
ferred a life of Christian consistency to
the enjoyment of sin for a season. His
unchanging conduct won for him many
warm and ardent admirers, and num-
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bers who formerly branded him as a fa-
natic became his best friends. I have
not the time, children, to say much more
concerning the character of this young
man. It will be sufficient to add, that
he soon became one of the most pious
and talented preachers in England ;and
such numbers flocked to hear him, that
the largest house in London could not
contain them.

He preached in the open fields to
thousands, and the great amount of good
which he did eternity shall tell. Dear
boys, do not mind the sneers of your
compantons. Do your duty, let the con-
sequences be what they may. Be in-
dustrious, energetic. Don’t mind diffi-
culties. They only make your arm
stronger and your heart braver. If this
poor boy could arise from the lowly
position of a boot-black to that of one of
the most piousand eloquent preachers
England ever produced, cannot you go
and ¢ do likewise I” You have no idea
what you can do till you try. Ener-
gy combined with earnest prayer will
accomplish the most difficult task.

Boys, would you like to know the
name of the boy who blacked the boots
of the students at Oxford University ?
Itis GEORGE WHITFIELD.

WILL DOMESTIC TIES ON
EARTH BE REMEMBERED
IN HEAVEN?

BY THE REV. J. 8. STONE, D. D.

If heaven be a family, a household, a
home, what are we to expect will be the
influence on its relations of family ties for-
med on earth? Unbappily, the child-
rev, of God do not always go to heaven
v, souseholds. The light which a godly
Jather strikes amidst bis family when he
sets up his domestie altar, and begins to
worship there the God of his salvation,
does not always light every one of his
children up to heaven. Oftentimes the
true followers of Christ are taken, here
one and there anotber, from families that
never worship God! How will thisaf-
fect the happiness of the great family on
high? \’Vﬂ? domestic ties on earth be
remembered in heaven ?  And if so, will
it not make the holy miserable to remen-
ber the once loved as the finally lost ?

It is not to be doubted that heaven will
be full of the memories of earthly things.
Memory is the eye of the soul as she look-
eth on the past ;and in cternity that eye
will be so keen and so far-sighted as to
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see every object on the winding way of
life. Therc is reason to believe that all
impressions distinctly and fairly made
upon the mind, are imperishable, and
that the Christian in heaven will even
remember his own sins with the distinct-
ness of a present perception. All family
ties on earth, then, will be remembered
in heaven. Baut, though remembered,
they will not be renewed. Earthly rela-
tions will not subsist there ; nor will they
in any case be remembered with a dis-
turbing power. Their power to disturb
will cease with the state of being that
gave them birth. The grave will be a
realm of wonders to the redeemed. They
will rise from it with new mysteries to
study through eternity. They will rise
from it the same, yet new creatures; re-
membering all the past, yet gathering
from memory nothing but pleasure. Even
sin, the memory of which to impenitent
rejectors of the Saviour will be the poi-
soned barb on the arrow of the second
death, will be seen by them in such con-
nection with Christ and his work of re-
demption, that on the whole the feeling
realized will be, the pleasure of adoring
the wisdom, the goodness, and the power
by which they bave been rescued and
saved. In like manner, all other things,
in themselves painful will be seen insuch
a light, and yielding such a support, or
illustration, to the power, the wisdom,the
truth, the faithfulness, the love, or the
glory of God, that the righteous will be
satisfied and happy. Their place will
rest on a foundation which nothing can
shake. Approbation of God, and of his
ways, will swallow up all conflicting emo-
tions, or pour into even the memories of
a miserable earth its own power of calm
and holy joy.

Family ties on earth will be remember-
ed, but not renewed, in the household of
God. All but their memory will have
perished in the grave. God will be the
only Father in heaven. The only child-
ren there will be those who have been
“born, not of blood, nor of the will of
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God ;”
who have been “ born of the Spirit,” and
who have become “ the children of God,
being the children of the resurrection.”
And the only * brotherand sister and mo-
ther” there will be those who have heard
the word of Jesus and kept it, and have
“ done the will of his Father, who isin
heaven.” These are the only parental,
filial, and paternal relations which will
be everlasting. These have their begin-
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ning on earth, but are not realized here
in their true power. The grave will be
to the redeemed a realm of wonders.
They will rise from it with a new sense
of their holy, their divine, their eternal
relationships. T'hey will rise amidst a
new power of sympathy with God, and
with his holy children.. The feelings
which will spring from these freshly con-
secrated and freshly unsealed fountains
will be all-absorbing. Earthly parents
and childrew, brethren and sisters, if
among the redeemed, willknow one ano-
ther in heaven, and be unspeakably hap-
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y in the knowledge. But they will no
onger know one another as parents and
children, brethren and sisters. The new
relation will embrace them-fill them with
their all-engrossing life and sympathy,
joy, and action; and make them, with
myriads more, just one thing—children
of the good, the great, the glorious God.
All then will have but one Father, will
be of one spirit and of one heart, will
blend into the unity ofone divine house-
hold, one eternal bome, and nothing shall
ever disturb the sacred, deep calm hea-
ven |

Poetry.

AN ANGEL IN THE WAY.

Fair the downward path is spread
L>ve and Light thy coming greet;

Fruit is blushing o’er thy head,
Flowers are growing ‘neath thy feet.

Mirth and Sin, with tossing hands,
Wave thee on, a willing prey ;

Yet an instant pause,—there stands
An angel in the way.

Heed the heavenly warning. Know
Fairest flowers thy feet may trip ;
Fruit, that like the sunset glow,
Turns to ashes on the lip.
Though the joys be wild and free,
Even mortal eye can see
An angel in the way.

Wilt thou drown in worldly pleasure ?
Wilt thou have, like him of old,

Length of days and stores of treasure,
Wisdom, glory, power, and gold ?

Life and limb shall sickness waste,
Want shall grind thee day by day ;

Still to- win thee, God hath placed
An angel in the way.

Trusting all on things that perish,
Shall a hopeless faith be thine!
Earthly idol. wilt thou cherish ?
Bow before an earthly shrine ?
Meet rebuke to mortal love
Yearning for a child of clay,
Death shall cross thy path, and prove
An angel in the way.

When the prophet thought to sin,
Tempted by his heathen guide,—

When a prince’s grace to win,
Prophet lips would fain have lied.—

Even the brute the same controlled,
Found a human voice to say,

“ Master, smite me not,—behold
An angel in the way!”

So, when Vice, to lure her slave,
Waos bim down the shining track,
Spirit hands are stretched to save,
Spirit voices warn him back.
Heart of man, to evil prone,
Chafe not at thy sin’s delay ;
Bow thee humbly down and own
An angelin the way.
—Frazer's Magazine.

THE MEETING PLACE.
BY DR. H. BONAR, OF KELSO.
¢ The ransomed of the Lord shall re-
turn and come to Zion with songs and
everlasting joy upon their heads.”—[saiah
xxx, 10.
Where the faded flower shall freshen—
Freshen never more to fade !
Where the faded sky shall brighten.—
Brighten never more to shade ;
Where the sun-blaze never scorches,
Where the star-beams cease to chill ;
Where no tempest stirs the echoes
Of the wood, or wave, or hili;
Where the morn shall wake in gladness,
And the noon the joy prolong,
Where the daylight dies in fragrance,
"Mid the burst of holy song;—
Brother we shall meet and rest
’Mid the holy and the blest !

‘Where no shadow shall bewilder,
Where life's vain parade is o'er,

Where the sleep of sin is broken,
And the dreamer dreams no more !
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Where the bond 1s never severed,—
Partings, claspings, sobs and moans,
Midnight waking, twilight weeping,
Heavy noon-tide—all are done ;
WWhere the child has found its mother,
Where the mother finds the child ;
Where dear families are gathered,
That were scattered on the wild;
Brother, we shall meet and rest,
*Mid the boly and the blest!

Where the hidden wound is healed,
Where the blighted life reblooms,
Where the smitten heart the freshness
Of its buoyant youth resumes;
TWhere the love that here we lavish

On the withering leaves of time,
Shall have fadeless flowers to fix on,

In an ever spring-bright clime ;
Where we find the joy of loving
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As we never loved before,—
Loving on, unchilled, unhindered,
Loving once and ever more ;
Brother, we shall meet and rest,
’Mid the holy and the blest !

‘Where a blasted world shall brighten
Underneath a bluer sphere,
And a softer gentle sunshine
Sheds its healing splendor there ;
‘Where earth’s barren vales shall blossom,
Putting on her robe of green,
And a purer, fairer, Eden
Be where only wastes have been ;
Where a King of Kingly glory,
Such as earth has never known,
Shall assume the righteous sceptre,
Claim and wear the holy crown,
Brother, we shall meet and rest,
’Mid the holy and the blest!

Children’s Corner.

A GOOD PLACE FOR AN IDOL.

Rev G. Pettitt writing in regard to a
village in Tinnevelly, says: “ As I ap-
proached their devil-temple (now be-
come a house of prayer) enlarged, and,
for the first time, enlightened by a win-
dow formed in one of the walls, T be-
held their idols scattered in the sand,
with broken heads and arms and legs.
They crowded into the prayer-house
with more alacrity than order, and seem-
ed delighted with the cbange that bad
taken place. Severalof them after due
instruction, were baptized in what had
formerly been the devil-temple, the
Christian minister standing on the very
spot which the idols had occupied. But
as the place was too small, they resolved
10 erect for themselves a more suitable
church. A plan having been adopted,
and materials prezared, I came early in
the morning to mark out and lay the
foundation of it. But here a difliculty
arose. Supposing that they bad provi-
ded some large stones out of which I
could choose, I bad not previously asked
to see the foundation-stone ; but when I
did ask, they pointed to some heaps in
which there was not one larger than a
man’s head ! In this difficulty, [ obser-
ed a man approaching the catechist, and
whispering something. Iasked what he
wassaying. ¢ Why, Sir,’ said the cate-
4ir ¢he wants fo know if one of their

old idols will do.’ ¢The very thing,’ I
replied ; and instantly a detachment was
sent off to look up their idols,which were
Iying here and there in their hedgesand
gardens. A number of them, broken ot
mutilated, soon appeared ; and selecting
the largest, we laid it down, with thanks
giving and prayer, in the trench, as the
foundation-stone of tbeir new church;
after which the people threw in the oth-
ers, as things forever done with.”

THE LITTLE MISSIONARY.

¢ I should like to be a missionary, aunt
Mary,” said little Ellen,  just like uncle
William. Do you think he would take
me with him?” ¢ And leave mamma ?”
saida kind voice behind her. “O no,
mamma ! I had quite forgotten that. I
never could leave you. But still I do
wish 1 was a missionary.” * And if my
little girl had her wish granted, what
would she do 7 “ I would tell the little
children about gentle Jesus, mamma,and
how he loves them; and I would try to
get them to love him, that they might
o to heaven.” ¢ Well, Ellen, I am wil-
ing you should be a missionary. But
can you not begin at home? You can
set a good exampleto your brother; for,
if you are dutiful and affectionate, he
will try to imitate you ; and as he cannot
read yet, you can teach him your texts
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and bymns, and tell him the Bible stories
you are so fond of.” ¢ Oh, thank you,
dear mamma! I can do that. And
now will you please to give me a nice
little verse to teach Willie 27 “Vill
this do, Nelly ? ¢ Little children love
one another.” ”

Lllen looked very grave; for she re-
membered that often, when her little
brother teased her, she was apt to get
angry, and forgot that there was altoge-
ther such a verse in the Bible. Howe-
ver, she went to look for Willie; and
when sbe had found him, they sat down
together, and she taught him the text;
and then, 1n her own simple way, tried
to explain it. Poor Lllen! The day,
so well begun, was not to end without a
trial of herlove. \When she went to play
with Willie, after dinner, he was sitting
on the nursery floor, tearing out leat’ af-
ter leat trom her pretty * Bible story-
book.” * Q Willie, Willie, you naughty,
wicked boy !” she cried ; * how could you
spoil my book ?”” ¢ Little children, love
one another,” whispered conscience ; but
Ellen was not ready to listen to it
When, however, she saw how grieved
her mamma looked, and heard her say,
« Ellen, is that a missionary spirit ?” she
was very, very sorry,and ran away weep-
ing biuerly.

Atlength a day came when Ellen must
leave ber mamma. She stood by her bed-
side ; and papa and aun: Mary were there;
but they could not ease her pain, or go
with her through the valley of the shadow
of death. “ Mamma, papa,” she said,
“what are you crying for? I am not a-
fraid. ¢ He shall carry the lambs in his
bosom.” I am one of his lambs; and I
want to go tohim.  Won’t you let me ?”
They could not answer her; and she
went on, * Sing for me, dear mamima.
Sing,* Bright glory.”” Her poor mamma
tried ; butsobs choked her voice, and she
could not. * Papa, will yousing ? Aunt,
will yo1? Nurse, will yousing ¢ Joyful’
for me. All tried, but all failed ; so lit-
tle Ellen raised herself, and saug:

“ Little children will be thele,
Who have sought the Lord by paryer,
And trusted in his grace.
Oh, that will be joytul! joyful, joyful,

joyful't
Oh, that will be joyful! when we
meet—-"

The little head fell back upon the pillow,
and the song, begun on earth, was finish-
ed n * bright glory,” for little Ellen was
dead.— Christian Treasury.
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MONKEYS WORSHIPPED.

Monkeys are worshipped all overIndia.
Images of them are made and placed in
the temples ; sometimes these images,
with the god Rama riding on the back of
the monkeyy are carried about by the:
bralunans, and offerings are presented to
them by the people. Such is the respect
of the Hindoos for monkeys, that they
are allowed to runabout by hundreds
and thousan Isin the streets and over the
houses. Some years ago, a native spent
fifty thousand dollars in marrying two
monkeys; and all the ceremonies usual
among the people of the East were gone
through, with as much pomp and splen-
dor as though the monkey bride and
bridegroom had belonged to the royal
family. So numerous aud troublesome
had monkeys become in one of the
Indian towns, that a short timeago an
Lnglish magistrate ordered them to be
destroyed ; but the natives would not ex-
ecute the order. They raised a sub-
scription, made a great cage, caught the
monkeys, and filled the cage with them.
Then, collecting together the wusicians,
they sent off the monkeys, with presents
of fruit and sound of pipe and drum, to
roam at pleasure_ in one of the thick
forests of India.

How delightful to know that many of
the Hindoos are beginning to see the sin
and folly of such doings as these! One
day two brahmans were quarreling, and
one of them said to the other, who was
a priest of Hanoomanta, “ You stupid
fellow ! Who cares for you? Don’t
you get your living by worshipping a
monkey ?” Last year a missionary bap-
tized many of the inhabitants of a village
where the monkey god had been adored:
for ages.—[Juv. Miss. Mag.]

DEATH OF A CHRISTIAN NA-
TIVE BOY.

1 sat down at his bedside, explaining
to him the mediatorial character of
Christ, and told him how welcome the
weakest and most unworthy are, when
coming in humble faith te him. Kartick
had often heard those precious iruths be-
fore. He listened novw with eager interest,
and repeated several passages after me,.
showing by the expression of his coun-
tenance that they were as manna to his
hungry soul.. He then became peaceful
and bappy. He told me the following
day he felt quite comforted,and feared no
evil. He spoke of his approaching end
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with composure, and fold his friends that
on Christmas day he should dicand go to
heaven. Larly on that blessed morning
his elder brother, who used to read the
Bible to him, came and told me that
Kartick was dying. 1 hastened to him.
I commended the soul of the dear boy
into the hands of the Savior. I believe
it wasa blessed moment,which his young
companions will not easily forget. An-
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aels sung the Savior’s hirth, “ Glory to
God in the highest,” &e. Doubtless,
thought, I, some of these ministering
spirits are present, ready to convey the
soul of our dear brother to the heavenly
regions.  An hour afterwards, as 1 was
meditating this sublime text for my
morning sermon in English, he expired.
—{[ Weitbrecht’s Memoir.}

Religious Intelligence.

NOVA SCOTIA.

Tur COMMENCEMENT OF THE YEAR
1x Haviwrax.—The new year was com-
wenced with prayer in a large number
of the Protestant churches of the City.
The Wesleyans as usual were engaged
in devotional exercises at the close of the
old year and until the new one was ush-
ered in. There was prayer in Episcopal
and Presbyterian, Wesleyan and Baptist
Churches. Prayer meetings were held in
Chalmer’s Church and Poplar Grove
Church at 10 o'clock A. M. In the for-
mer Mr Hunter was aided by the Rev.
Messrs. Boyd and Jardine. In the lat-
ter the services were conducted by the
Pastor and Eldersand a short time occu-
pied in considering suggestions offered
for the more careful improvement of the
year 1858.

On the first Sabbath of the year ser-
mons addressed specially to children at-
tending the Sabbath Schools were
preached at Dartmouth by the Rev A.
McKnight in the morning and at Chal-
mer’s Church by Rev John Hunter in
the evening.

In Poplar Grove Chureh, the time for
preaching in the morning was devoted
to a New-Year’s address to the whole
-Congregation, the subject being the need
and meaus of a Revival of fervent piety,
andin the afternoon, the youth of the
Congregation were addressed by the Pas-
torand also by the Superintendent of
the Sabbath School and by one of the
teachers of the Bible Class.

INSTITUTION FOR THE DEAF AND
Duys.—This School at present taught
in a rented building in Gottengen Street
bas now reached the second yearof its
existence and promises to bea perma-
nent addition to our benevolent institu-
tions. Seventeen pupils are now in at-
tendance, fifteen of whom belong to the
Province and two to New Brunswick.

Mr ITutton who has recently come from
the El!inburgh Institution, is head teach-
er, assisted by Mr Gray, Deaf Mute, un-
der whose care the School was first open-
ed.

“ PROTESTANT ORrrnaN AsYLUM.”
—The want of such an institution in this
Pravince has long been felt and acknow-
ledged, but it is gratifying to find thata
number of Ladiesand Gentlemen in Ha-
litax have formed themselves into a Comn-
mittee for the purpose of carrying out
this most desirable object. The Institu-
tion provides a Home, clothing and in-
struction, secular and religious, for all
Orphans left destitute inany part of the
Province. Already nine have beenre-
ceived and are placed under the mater-
nal care of Mrs Wilson, who is well qual-
ified for the situation which she fills.

The Free Church Congregation of
Baddeck lately presented a unanimous
Call to the Rev. K. McKeuzie to be their
pastor. The Call was sustained by the
Presbytery and aceepted by My McKen-
zie and he was ordained and inducted,
on Wednesday December 2nd. The
Services for the occasion were conducted
principally by the Rev. A. Mulntosh.
He preached from the words  Follow
me and I will make you fishers of men.”
The discourse was excellent and contain-
ed a great deal that was striking and
original. The addressto the people was
delivered by that vencrable servant of
Christ, the Rev. Mr. Farjuharson.
There wasa very large gathering of peo-
ple from Baddeck and neighboring con-
gregations.  The day was mild and beau-
tiful, and every thing seemed propitious.
The Call to Mr McKenzie was accompa-
nied by a Subscription List of £182 per
annum—and a promise to raise the
awaount as soon as possible to £150.--1it,

Dr. HaTTIE.—On the 26th of Octo-
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ber, Dr Hattie veached Alexandria, on
his way to Damascus, aftera long passage
of 22 days from Liverpool. llewasin
company with the Rev Mr Graham,
whom he had providentially met in Li-
verpool, and who was en route for Da-
mascus also as a re-enforcement to the
mission of the DPresbyterian Church of
Ireland in that city. Both were well,
and after two days would pursue their
Jjourney.
SCOTLAND.

Dearn or Dr. FLemixa.—1t is this
day our painful duty to record the death
of Dr Jobn Fleming, Professor of Natu-
ral Science in the New College, Edin-
buargh, which took place at his residence,
Seagrove, ncar Leith, on Wednesday
last, at two o’clock in the afternoon. For
a week or two Dr Fleming had not en-
joyed his usual state of health, but no ap-
prehension was entertained,and on Tues-
day last, he discharged as usual the du-
ties of his class.  Onreturning home on
that day, he became more seriously ill,
and on Wednesday despatched a message
to the Cotlege that he would not lecture
on that day nor for some days succeed-
ing.  On the previous evening he bad
suftered considerably from pain, but for
several hours on Wednesday he enjoved
great quietness.  Mrs Ileming was seat-
ed at his bedside at two o’clock, when
the medical man called. She was un-
der the ilnpression that her husband was
asleep. The physician, on looking into
bis face, discovered that his spirit had
already departed. The cause of death
was a spastmodic affection of the diges-
tive organs.—Edinburgh Witness.

Tur Fatuer or tne CHURCH OF
ScorLaND.—The Rev Dr Duncan Mac-
farlan, Principal of the University of
Glasgow, and minister of the High
Churcb, died on Wednesday morning at
his residence in the College, Glasgow.
He was in the ecighty-ninth year of bis
age, and had been for the last ten years
the oldest clergyman in the Charch of
Scotland, for he was within three months
of completing the sixty-seventh year of
his ministry as an ordained clergyman of
the National Church. He commenced his
studies at Glasgow College when the city
had only a population ofabout 42,000 a
ninth part of its present amount. In
1792 he was appointed by the Duke of
Montrose as successor to his father in
the parish of Drymen, on the shores of
Loch Lomond. In 1823 he was promo-
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ted to the office of Principal of Glasgow
University, and minister of the Cathe-
dral or High Church of Glasgow, which
livingjthe most valuable in the gift of any
Scottish patron, he held till his death.
He took a prominent part in Church po-
litics, belonging to what is known asthe
‘“moderate party.” In 1818 he was elec-
to the high honour of being moderatoror
president of the Geperal Assembly of
the Churchof Scotland, and in 1343,
the year of the disruption of the Church
of Scotland, he was again elected tothe
moderator’s chair, being almost the only
instance in the history of the Churchn
which this honour has been twice held
by the one individual. Till within these
last few months he ofliciated regularly
as a parish minister, both Sunday and
week-day. In the close of August, how-
ever, while sojourning at Helensburgh,
he fell and fractured his leg—an acci-
dent which at his time of life ultimately
proved fatal. He was one of her Majes-
ty’s chaplains for Scotland, and in this
capacity preached before the Queen,
within the last balf-dozen ycars at
Craithie.

CANADA.

Dr. Freperick Moxobp 1x ToroxTo.
—Dr Monod has been welcomed by the
Christian churches on this Continent
with becoming warmth of affection. Af-
ter visiting a large number of churches
in the United States be proceeded on in-
vitation to Canada. The following is an
account of a Meeting held by him recent-
ly in Kxox’s Church, Toronto:

His address was listened to throughout
with marked attention, and the audience
unable to repress their feelings, loudly
applauded tbe learned gentleman many
tunes.

After prayer by the Rev Dr Jennings,
Dr Willis made a few appropriate re-
marks and introduced Dr Monod to the
meeting,.

The Rev. Dr Moxop, then came
forward and said—Mr Chairman and
dear Christian Friends,I feel very thank-
ful at standing here this evening, in this
city, so distant from the onein which
God has cast my lot. Tam thankful for
God’s protection during the long sea voy-
age. [ am thankful for the privilege of
pleading before a Christian audience in
this country the cause which alone has
brought me over the ocean. It is a
cause common tous all. Itisthe cause of
Christ, and there is only one Christ, and
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one Kingdom of God. It is not French,
it is not English, it is not American, it
isone all over the earth: and ifin any
particular place the interests of the King-
dow of God require to be sustained and
helped, that cause is the cause of every
Christian all over the world. I there-
forc do not feel at all as a stranger among
strangers, 1 address you as a brother ; his
brother in a common cause, which I dare
say you have at heart ag much as we have
on the other side of the oceani;—the
cause of the progress of evangelical reli-
gion,ofthat truth whichis in Jesus Christ,
and by which and through which sinners
alone can besaved. 1 will now first try
to make you acquainte 1 with the field in
which we are called in France to labor.
Jtis a vast field, a country numbering
85,600,000 of immortal souls. In point
of science, arts, liierature, and all that
human intellect and buman energy can
accomplish, I believe France may stand ;
she does stand on a level with any other
nation. But my dear friends, what is all
this compared with the only thing need-
ful ;—the only one thing needful, so call-
ed by Him who is the way, the truth,
and the life.  Well! this one necedtul
thing is wanting in my country. They
have all the rest that are for atime aud
perish, they have not that only one need-
ful thing which is cternal. Of course
there is a number of individual excepti-
ons. (God has his people in France, his
praying people his working people. Of
course all overthe country, east, west,
north and south, there are christians la-
bouring amidst many difficulties,and with
much faith, and with much devotedness
of heart, and sacrifice of life. But taken
as a whoele, taken as a nation, France is
buried in spiritual darkness. The peo-
ple want the gospel light, and Yrance
affords as fine a field for missionary la-
Lour as any other nation in the world,
but with this difference, that the pro-
gress of the gospel in France will, under
the blessing of God, tell more strongly
for the diffusion of light, and the propa-
gation of the gospel, than the same a-
mount of light spread among heathen
nations. I do not mean that souls are
more precious there than anywhere else,
but I do, considering the position of
Trance, political and commercial, consi-
dering its geographical position, consis
dering the character of the French peo-
ple, believe it to be the finest field for
missionary labour, because the French
are a people who act up to their belief,
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and without entering into any lengthen-
ed detail, we all know what has been
the influencefof France, evil, I am sorry
to say in a great measure, upon the con-
tinent of Iiurope. We all know what
has been the influence of infidel France
towards the end of the last century and
the beginning of this.  When the F'rench
character is such that if France was in
any measure brought under the influence
of the gospel, if the gospel were to take
tho place m ¥rance which it occupics
in England, the French people would be
the most devoted missionary peovle in
the world; they would carry theiv belief
everywhere they could reach, and be
ready for every sacrifice. But in the
meanwhile, France is a country entirely
merged in Popish darkness. Out of 35,-
000,000 of people there are nominally
at least 383,000,000 Roman Catholics;
there are 40,000 or 50,000 priests; (and
I need not enter intoany details to teil
you what is the spirit of these Roman
priests ; vou know, I believe, something
of them in this country,) and on the oth-
er side there are a nultion and a halfof
naminal Protestants.  Out of these, there
is but a small, small army— handful, ¥
may say, of Hving Christians—evangeli-
cal Chritisans, living for their God, and
working for the spread of Iis kingdom.
We have, therefore, to labour in the
midst of diflicuities, of which you know
nothing in this country—which our near
neighbours in England knew nothing a-
bout, or at least very little. If we open
a place of worship, we may be soon for-
ced to close it—ail depends upon the ar-
bitrary  will of the magistrate in the
place—of the Prefect in the department,
the Mayor in the township—and these
upon the influence the Romish priests
exert. Thecivil power backs the priests,
because it thinks 1t has something to ex-

ect from them it takesthem asaprop.

ut if these priests did not weigh upon
the civil power, as long as we paid our
taxes and kept quiet, it would leave us
qniet. But this is a proof, in some mea-
sure, of the spread of the kingdom of
God in this enmity of the priests. They
would not rise up against us as they do;
they would not slander us as they do;
if they did not feel that there is some
progress, that there is a power at work.
What is that power ? It is the power of
the Gospel—the power of the word of
God. We have got a Bible Society,
aud through that and the DBritish and
Foreign Bible Soviety, a great number
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of the copics of the Word of God have
been disseminated in France—about two
millions within the last twenty years.
And this is what the Roman Catholics
care for the most. ‘lhey don't care
much for our preachers: it is the Word
of God finding its way into the houses
and cottages which frightens tnem. And
theyare perfectly right, for there is no
reconciliation  possible  between the
Church of Rome and the Bible. One
must 2o down before the other; and if |
had the misfortune to be a priest of
Rume, instead of being an humble minis-
ter ot Jesus Christ, the Bible would bave
no bitterer enemy than myself. But at
the same time that the priesthood shows
itself more and more hostile to our evan-
gelical mediums there is among the peo-
ple a growing disposition to receive the
Bible and tolisten to it when preached.
Wherever we are able to open a place
of worship, there we are sure to have
an audience; and if we are not interfer-
ed with, a regular worship is establish-
ed, and many constantly come tohear us.
The people are tired of their priests ; they
don’t like them they have no confidence
in them ; they don’t believe in the religi-
on which is taught them in childhood ;
and at the same time they feel the want of
something else. They begin to suspect
this Protestant religion is true.  We find
this disposition everywhere, and it is a
great encouragement. They are very
wgnorant ; you have no idea how ignor-
ant theyare. I may, perhaps, give you
an instance. A missionary was preach-
ng in the high Alps, an old man’s wife
said to Inm one evening, “ Iwant to go
and hear what these heretics preach.”
Her husband said she might go. She
went and came back highly irritated.
$ler husband asked her what was the
matter.  “ Oh!” said she, “ I will never
o near them again; these people are
much worsethan I ever thought.” « Well
what did he say?” « Why he told me
two or three times I was to kill my old
man.” * Oh,” said the husband, *that
is not possible.” ¢ Yes, yes, he looked
at me the whole time, and said if you
will be saved you must kill your old
man.” “Oh,” said the huasband, “they
must mean something else; we must go
andsee.” They went tothe missionary,
and they were told what was ‘meant.
Both became converts to the truth of
Jesus Christ, and Ihave had converasati-
on with the widow, and she,is known in
the neighbourhood asthe wife ofthe old
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man. Thisignorance shows itself inmany
different shapes.

Now I must say some words about Paris
especially.  You all know what -position
it occupics in France. You all know
that it 1s called the “heart” and the
“head” of France. Whatever is done
in Paris is done all through, be it right
or wrong. You know, for example, that
all our revolutions, from ‘89 and down-
wards, have all been begun and ended in
Paris, and have run all throngh the coun-
try without any difliculty. In a religi-
ous point of view Paris exerts an impor-
tant influence on the rest of the country.
It is for thisreason great effortsare made
for the propagation of the gospel light
in Paris, especially through several
churches there. Thereis one church there
which comprises more than five hundred
members, the large majority of whom are
converts from the people. ~ Another has
been lately erected on the left side of
the River Seine. Wherever a place of
worship has been erected it is filled, and
as yet we have not been interfered, with
in Paris.  Whether the priests have
less power, or the civil authorties think
it will make too much noise it they inter-
fere with us, I do not know. e have
onened schools from the Roman Catholie
children, and have about 1,500 under
evangelical tuition. We require the pa-
rents to pay two francs a month and
they like better to pay it to us and to
send their children to curs than to the
Jesuit school, which is always near ours,
but they have not succeeded in drawing
them from us, and it is this disposition
which the church which I am here to
represent, desires very much to take ad-
vantage of, and to establish in the heert
of Paris, astrong Missionary Church. I
am in Paris the minister of a very small,
weak, and poor congregation, which
took its origin in 1849. I will tell you
the ovigin of that church. Trom the year
1819, I was pastor in what is called the
Established Protestant Church inFrance,
State paid and State governed. We bad
no possibility of changing anything in
the state of the Churches. They had pass-
ed through the revolution in the end of
the last century ; they bad been tainted
in a great measure by the infidelity of
those times; and when, in the year
1821-2, some friends of mine, with my-
self, looked throuch the names ofall the
ministers in these Churhes, we could not
find ten ministers who preached anything
like Gospel truth. Until the year 1348,
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this Church could not convene its Synod
—(itis in prmciple Presbyterian)—and
in that year, we had one of our revolu-
tions. A Synod was then called toge-
ther; it was a true representation of the
Churches, and of their mind. When
convened and constituted, a dear Chris-
tian brother of mine—the Count de
Gasparin—moved, in conjunction with
mysclf, a resolution, the substance of
which was, that, whereas this Church had
miet in Synod for the first thne for more
than a century, and times of darkvess
and infidelity bad passed over it in the
meanwhile, the first duty of the Church,
was to sct forth a profession of faith. At
the same time acknowledging that it was
not the time for taking up so old a con-
fession of faith as that of 13539, nor to
elaborate a new one, and believing that
the whole of Christianity settles in the
divinity of our blessed Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, we called upon the Synod
simply to acknowledge that fundamental
truth, knowing if that were acknowled-
aed the rest would follow. This resolu-
tion was discussed during four days from
morning to evening,and at Jast negatived
by a large majority.  After this, Ifeltl
conld not conscientiously remain a min-
ister in the Church, and accordingly re-
signed a sitwation I had held for more
than thirty yewrs. This led to the for-
mation of the church of which I am now
minister. 1 did not leave the old one to
remain idle, 1 meant to serve my Mes-
tar more faithiully than ever. The learn-
ed Dr then went on to state how he
had first o'liciatied in a little room in a
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back court, and had now what was once
a blacksmith’s shop, in which he held di-
vine service. He told in forcible terms his
desire and determination to erect a mis-
sionary church, in some thorovghiare at
Paris, which all could see. In 1833
when the vangelical Conference was
held in Paris, be brought the subject un-
der its consideration, and so hupressed
were two gentlemen with its importance
that they each gave a thousand pounds
sterling for the work. One was a Svotch-
man named James VWilson, and the oth-
er an American,James Lennox, o New
York. To erect a Church capable cf
containing 80U persons, with schools for
children, would cost £12,500. By sub-
scriptions obtained from Great Britain
and France,he had eollected about 6,000,
with whieh a site had been bought, and
he now came to ask Christians on this
side the Atiaatic to coutribute the re-
mainder.  Dr Monod soncluded by say-
ing, this is what I lay before you this
evening, before your hearts, before your
consciences, in the name of our common
Lord and Master. 1 do not beg for a
foreign work, but for a work which is
vours as well as mine. I lay this be-
fore you,begging your pardon for having
delayed you so long, prayinu for the
blessing of the Lord on your heads, and
that Ilis will may be Qone on carth as it
is in heaven.

Prayer was then offered up and after
Dr dennings had anuounced that Dr Mo-
nod would preach nextSunday morningat
his (DrJ.s) Chureh,and intheevening ag
Knox’s Church, the meeting separated.

REVIEWS.

{The following works

published by the Philadelphia Board of Tubliea-

tion are all, in size and character, suitable for Sabbath School libraries. We

aive ~hort notices of each.]
Tz Ciurstiay 1y 11E CHURCH.

By J. M. Lowric, Fort Wayne, Indiana.

T'his is a manual of 46 pages, but contains striking and correct views of
the ohjects of Church organization and of the duties of professing Christians

to the Church and to the Saviour.

As the following views are all worthy of consideration, and at the same
time lay before us the true character of the work, we give them in the au-

thor’s words :—

« Our chief design in these pages is to exhibit briefly the duty of a church mem-
ber towards this body of believers, the church: Before proceeding to this, we
crave a short indulgence to present two important thoughts.

TFrrsT, Every man should reflect upon the design of the church of God, should
keep that design in full view, and should use his constant aud earnest endeavours

to promote it. .
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SkcoxprLy, Every man shonld carefully ponder and review the grounds of ob-
ligation to call forth his efforts.

There is a threefold object in the congregating of God’s people in the church.

Tirst, and including all others in itself alone, the church is established for the
Grory or Gop. This must be kept plainly and constantly before our minds, s0
that no doctrines be held, and no practices indulged, and no measures adopted, ex-
cept such as are accord .nt with his will, and calcalated to promote his honounr.

Secondly, the church is designed to promote piety in the hearts of its members.
Man is a social being, and the church secures for religious purposes the advantages
of his social nature.  No Christian is a solitary being. As a member of the church,
he supports and encourages his brethren, while he is himselfanimated and strength-
ened by them to acquire and advocate and practise boly principles.

Thirdiy, the churchof Gol, especially under the present dispensation of it, isan
argressive institution.  Every member of itis expected to use his influence and
exertions to bring others to the enjoyment of the same privileges, and to the dis-
charge of the same duties with himself.”

Backrerrixg Rerrovep. By Charlotte Elizabeth.

This is an admirable Sabbath School book, of 144 pages, in which, while
Backbiting is reprovel, important Scripture truths on other subjects are sta-
ted, and dutics inculeated, in that style so atiractive to youth in which this
gified authoress always writes.  The last chapter is on the subject of * An-
swering again,” in which the practice of many children, when corrected.
always to be ready with an excuse or @ reply, is reproved, by reference to
the examples of Ive and of Cain, of Aaron, and of others who thus added
to their sin. It is a good book for young people.

PeTra; or, THe Rock City AND 115 EXPLORERS.

A most interesting Sabbath School book of 79 pages. It gives an inte-
resting. though very condensed, account of the visits of Burckhardt, and sub-
sequently of Messrs. Banks, Legh, Irby, and Mangles, to the remains of the
once famous but long lost City of Edom and Petra. Mention is also made
of the visits of Count Laborde, of Stephens, the American traveller, of Dr
Robin:on, Mr Roberts, Dr Olin, and yet more recently of Misz Martineau.
The laraest portion of the work is taken up with descriptions of the remark-
able entrance provided by nature into the rock hewn city and of the most
notable remains of temples, theatres and aqueducts, which all visitors have
beheld with admiration.  We give the two concluding pages :—

¢ Gazing abroad upon the desolations of the fallen city, we cannot fail to discern
the inscriptions of Divine retribution alike upon tomb, and temple, and palace.
¢ Nothinz.” said a noble visitor, ¢ can exceed the desolation of its present condition,
although the signs of its former wealth and power are so durable as to have re-
mained many centuries after it was deserted, and they look as if as many more may
pass over them without working any visible change. The fulfilment of the pro-
phecies has been most wonderful 5 for although it was beyond the foresight of inan
to imagine thatso opulent and powerful a city should be deserted and desolate, yet
all human works and habitations are subject to a like fate ; but the words, ¢ Iwill
make thee small among thie heathen,” have been actually accomplished to such a de-
aree that the very site of Petra was for centuries unknown. That a great aity
should be thus swept from the memory of man, and blotted out for a long season
from the knowledge of the world, is a most striking manifestation of the truth of the
prophetic vecorld, and utterly exceeded all haman foresight and sagacity. But ev-
ery step in this region exhibits some wonderful accomplishment of the doom which
was pronounced while it was flowing with riches and teeming with inhabitants :
every specific misfortune bas overtaken this devoted kingdom, and yet there are
innumerable remains of what it once was.

Taking out our pocket Bible, and searching for the denunciations uttered against
this once proud capitzl, we are astonished at the literal accuracy with which they
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have been fulfilled ; and the remarkable words of Stephens, sugaested by a similar
survey to ours. rush to our minds; and with their citation we will close this narra-
tive. ‘] would,” says he, * that the sceptic could stand as I did, among the ruins
of this city amidst the rocks, and there open the sacred book and read the words
of the inspired penman, written when this desolate place was one of the greatest
cities in the world. I see the scoff arrested, his cheek pale, his lip quivering, and
his heart quaking with fear, as the ruined city cries out to him in a voice loud and

owerful as that of one risen from the dead: though he would not believe Moses and
the prophets, he believes the hand-writing of God himself in the desolation and
eternal ruin around him.”

By wiox 1s Tite WorLDp 10 B Coxvertep ? or, Christians Christ’s re-
presentatives and agents for the conversion of the World. By Thomas
Smyth, D. D.

This little work of 108 pages has been published by request of the Synod
of South Carolina. It is another effort to awaken the Church from her guil-
ty slumbers that she may hasten to fulfil the great Commission. Tt iz a book
for the friends of Missions to civenlate extensively, and every one who reads
it wil hear a voice saying, “ What thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might.” It will be well for our Church that this book should be read exten-
sively. Although it will cost little more than an English shilling it embra-
ces the following contents :—

The Kingdom of Christ destined to become universal.

This Untversality of the Kingdom of Christ to be brought about through the instru-
mentality of Man.

Self-Denial, and living for others, a universal law among all boly beings, and
restored by Redemption.

This principle of Love, and living for others, illustriously exemplified in God, and
in Christ our Saviour.

Christianity the embodiment, and Christians the living models, of this spirit of self-
denying love.

Selfish picty not only not Christian, but anti-christian.

The extension of God’s kingdom has always been a trust for which man has been
responsible.

Active, self.denying and liberal co-operation in the cause of Christ, not indifferent.
but essential to Christians and Churches.

All can do something.

This is the only wav to secure prosperity and peace, here and hercafter.

No man liveth or dieth unto himself.

Our churches and church members must do more.

What can be done ?

Qfotives for doing what every one can do.

That such a manual is greatly necded will scarcely be doubted by any in-
telligent friend of Missions. On this subject the opinion of Dr Duff is con-
clusive,

« It has been an intense and 2 growing conviction in the minds of some of us,
that there is not at this moment one single Churceh in Christendom, as a whole, in
any way adequately alive to the reality, the trae nature, and transcendent grandeur
of God's greatest work on earth, even that of the evangelization of the world.”

The Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia must choose between the alter-
natives of cramping her missionary operations and preventing their exten-
sion or of diffusing missionary intelligence and correct views of the duty of
evangelizing the world among the rising youth of the Church. We trust
she will choose the latter, and as a means of accomplishing the object desived
we recommend this little volume.
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Sasparit Scroor TiroLoey, or Coxversations with A Crass. By

John Hall, D. D. .

This consists of nine conversations with a Sabbath School class, on such
subjeets az, What is Religion— Rea~ons for loving God—2Nuature of the laws
of God—Obedienee of the heart—2Method of Salvation. :

These conversations are judicious and interesting, extending over 94 pages.

Farenm axnp Works., By L. I Christian.

The olyect of 1his little work is to prove to youthful minds that the apos-
tles Paul and James give not discordant but harmonious views of the doe-
trine of justification, that they no more contradiet one another than contra-
dict themselves—that they equally agree in urging good works or a holy life
as being essential; not however as the meritorious cause of pardon and ac-
ceptance, but as a necessary fruit of saving faith.  Both teach and urge thai
faith. unaccompanied by such works, is dead. It consists of 138 pages and
may be useful to more than children.

rditoriai,
TIIE INDIAN MUTINY AND CIIRISTIANITY.

NOTwITHSTANDING all that has been =aid on India in the periodicals of
the day, and the frequent references we have made to the subject in our pa-
ges, the importance of the subject we feel a suflicient call for again oceupy-
ing the attention of our readers with it.  Our present object is, as far asour
present information will enable us, to trace the bearings of the present revolt
upon the interests of Christianity.

There seems yet to be some difficnlty in ascertaining how far Christianity
may be concerned in bringing it about. It seems to be agreed that it is one
clement, and only one, ingthe movement.  But to what extent it is to be reck-
oned as a cause of it, is a point upon which there is considerable difference
of opinion. Some regard it as the principal.  They think that jealousy of
the progress of Christianity has excited the devotees of other systems. as well
as Satan, their great inspirer, to a determined cffort to eradieate it from the
land.  While others, among whom is Dr Duff, one of the men best qualified
to judge, regard the movement as mainly political, while religion occupies a
very subordinate place. We confess we would be glad if it could be said
that Christianity had made such progress, that the fear of its triumph was
the impelling motive of the rebels.  The suecess of missionary labor has been
sufficient to encourage exertion, but the progress made has been so small as
to be scareely visible upon the vast mass of Heatheuism of that country, par-
ticularly in the disturbed districts.  Besides too there has been no special
hostility to missionavies. JIn aid the proclamations issued by the rebels there
1s no mention made of the missionaries, and the inhabitants of one town have
offered to rebuild the Mission premises and schools. It seems therefore evi-
dent that the movement is mainly a political one, being an cffurt of the Ma-
hometans and other races to throw off British sovereignty and regain that
authority, which they had formerly possessed. Tt scems also evident that it
has been encouraged by the long pandering of the British authorities to their
superstitions, and that it was hastened by what scemed the favorable circum-
stances of the moment.  Still we believe that the fear of the progress of
Christianity has been one element in the movement, but strange to say, it
iz not so much fear of the cfforts of the missionarics but of the Government,
ves of that very Government, which has been so cager to show, that they
have no designs upon the native superstitions. Two remarks will explain
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thiz.  TIn the first place, the missionaries honestly avow their designs, and
the people know what they are, and from their honesty have learned to put
confidence in them.  But they have naturally suspected all the professions
of respect for their superstitions made by Government.  © We have virtual-
Iv)” says o writer from Bombay, “ told the people we do not care for our re-
Ligion and our social principles. And while we have been trying in every
way to impress upon them this truth, or rather untruth, they naturally have
not believed us.  They cannot believe that a powerful and great nation,
such as we are, with a religion which makes no alliance with any other—
which is upheld by talent and learning—that we should so far undervalue
our religivus and social institutions, that in India we should care nothing
about them.  The ‘Queen of England is patron to missionary societies, and
the natives hnow it right well.  The people of England spend immense
sums for the conversion of the world, and the natives know that also well ;
and when we come forward with such pretensions as the Indian policy has
been, they do not believe ns.  They believe we have some sinister inten-
tions in siich a course of policy, that we will bide our time, and take an op-
portaniiy of coercing them into Christianity., Every native knows that the
Governor-General has no pantheon where he has set up Brahma, Vishny,
and Shivu alongside of Abraham, and Moses, and Christ, in order to wor-
ship them. Every native knows that the British, as a nation, wish them to
be anything but idolaters.  Every native knows that every European thinks
his guds and goddesses the greatest pests of India and the greatest obstrue-
tion to her civilization and advancement. * * Of course the Govermment
are everlastingly telling the natives about their principles of toleration and
non-interference ; but the natives do not believe the Government, as there
is an cvident inconsistency and dishonesty in it.” Judging by their own
craftiness they have supposed that all such professions only covercd some
deeply laid plot against their religion, and the story of the greased cartridges
was sufficient to convince them that this was the case. But, in the second
place, the Ilindoos do not dislike discussion on religious subjects, they have
rather a peachant for it, and while missionaries confine themselves to such
an instrumentality, we may scatter thousands of them over the land, without
exciting any alarm on the part of the native population ; but they are jealous
of any interference by fuw with their rehigious systems.  And certain late
acts of the Government, such as abolishing hookswinging and allowing the
remarriage of widows, were sufficient to excite their jealousies, and may in
part have fanned the flame of discontent.  We may add that while we do not
believe that there has been such a general diffusion of Christianity as, by excit-
ing alarm, to be a principal cause of the present revolt, yet it isa fact that in
some portions of India such progress has been made, that the ancient fabries
of superstition are tottering upon their bases. The writer just quoted says:
“The progress of the truth is creating a sensation everywhere, too, though
Christian minds see little that rejoices them, in the actual spiritual conver-
sion of large numbers.  Yet the silent working of the truth is better observed
by the natives themselves than by us.  They fear the least eracking in the
fabric. We arve looking for deep spiritual work. Edueation is doing its
work ; and everything which goes to undermine faith in the old polytheism
gives alarm.  Influential natives in Bombay now feel even the Government
Schools as unsafe; and a Hindu College has been organized in Bombay,
whose main supporter is o native gentleman, who was a leading member of
the Board of Education. Of course they will not see that true science as
much militates against the Divine authority of their saered books as Chris-
tian teaching. The founding of this institution by men who have taken a
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leading part in the Government education is a remarkable movement, show-
ing at once their fears about their religion.  When a few converts will be
gathered from this college, as they have been from Government schouls, per-
haps all English schools and colleges will bi: petitioned against, and children
prohibited from education itself.” . :

But whatever be the extent to which Christianity may have been involved
in causing these convulsions, it is evident that they will produce most impor-
tant resuits upon the cause of gospel diffusion. In the first instance, these
results have been most disastrous, a considerable number of missionaries and
their familics have been murdered, and the rest of those laboring in the dis-
turbed districts, have been obliged to abandon their posts, and have been
glad to find refuge in the forts—mission property to a large amount has been
destroyed—preaching stations are unoceupied, schools are closed, and the lit-
tle flocks of native Christians arc wandering in the dreary wilderness, de-
prived of their shepherds. And even when the revolt shall be suppressed,
it will still leave behind it hindrances to the good work. The lives of the
missionaries will be less secure, they will have less of freedom in their inter-
course with the natives—the separation between Xuropeans and Indians will
be move complete. Natives will be more reluctant to join the Christian
Church, lest they should be marked for vengeance in some future insurrec-
tion. Baptism, especially of persons of high caste, will cause an immense
outery, both among the natives and godless Europeans.

Yet still we believe that the influence of this insurrection will wltimately
tend greatly to the promotion of Christianity. We regard all these fearful
scenes but as intended to “ prepave the way of the Lord” by removing those
obstacles which have hitherto obstructed the progress of the gospel. Now
he hath promised, saying, ¢ Yet once more, I shake not the earth only, but
also heaven.  And this word yet once more signifieth the removing of those
things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which can-
nut be shaken may remain.” “I will overturn, overturn, overturn it, and it
shall be no more till he ccme whose right it is, and I will give it to him.”

It is impossible to speax with certainty of the future effect of these events
upon the cause of Christianity, but already favorable results have been pro-
duced, and there are others for which we may look with considerable cer-
tainty. In the first place, it has unfolded the character of Ilcathenism in a
manner which will shut the mouils of its abettors and has shown the ncees-
sity of Christianity even for the civilization of the world. IHitherto many,
amd these too men who reckoned themselves the wise of this world, persisted
in refusing to believe that the worship of blood-stained idols would have any
bad effect upon the natives. The Ilindvo was represented as mild and af-
fectionate, and made so by his religion.  Aslate asJuly 1856 the Westmins-
ler Review, the organ of the philosophic, buman-progress, man-worshipping
infidelity of the day, piped to us of the absence among Pagans of the vices
and artificial wants which beset Christian civilization, of the frankness, gayety
and merriment which arise from *an instinctive life,” as it is pleased to call
the savage state; and even went so far in speaking of ¢ the pious observan-
ces” of 1leathenism as to say that “there is a genuine religious faith at the
root of the practice of Cannibalism, and again of the Suttec and other Pagan
observances.” To be consistent such writers ought now to tell us that
¢ there is a genuine religious faith” in the unheard of barbarities inflicted by
the Sepoys on helpless women and on children. DBut nobody will now deem
it worth while to spend time and breath upon such “ filthy dreamers.” The
rade shock which late events have given to such dreaming must, by showing
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the inherent charvacter of ITenthenism and of man without the gospel,
produce a deeper impression both among Christians and worldlings of the
absolute necessity of the gospel to the moral and social, as well as the cter-
nal, interests of man.

But again, the public mind of Britain has now been thoroughly awakened
to the fact, that the course of the Government in reference to Christianity, was
a great moral wrong as well as a political error.  Men cannot help seeing the
sins of Britain in her punishment, and even the political, worldly organs of pub-
li¢ opinion loudly proclaim the national responsibility of England for the wel-
fave of that race committed to her cave.  The Londune Times especially, where
we little expecet to find any religious disquisitions or any weak leanings to
¢ evangelieal” views, strongly insists upon the duty of England in order to the
discharge of thut important trust committed to her by Providence, as the guar-
dian of the Indian people, to impart to them not merely the physical and so-
cial bencfits of our civilization, but the higher and more glorious blessings
of an enlightened faith. This publication is justly regarded as an accurate
barometer of public opinion in Britain, and we believe that this feeling is uni-
versal among those whose views on the subject arve of any value. Such be-
ing the state of the public sentiment we confidently expect that, when the
insurrection shall have been suppressed, and when a new policy shall be in-
augurated, that there will be such changes as will tend greatly to the fur-
therance of Christianity.

In the first place, we think that public opinion will insist on the Govern-
ment washing its hands clear of all connivance with either the Pagan or Ma-
hometan systems of religion. To some of the modes in which the Xast In-
dia Company has actually encouraged and supported these systems we have
formerly adverted. ‘This will we think now have an end. There will be no
mwore contributions to the support of Juggernaut—we shall hear nothing more
of British troops paying honors to Ieathen shrines—there will be no more
Government support to Mahometan Colleges where the youth will be trained
in that fanaticism, which has filled so many households of England with weep-
ing. and above all, there must be no subserviency to the abominable system
of caste. Blind indeed will the British people be, if they do not require that
their rulers shall abandon every shred of patronage to the native religions.

But, in the second place, we belicve that these events will end in the
breaking down of caste and other bartiers to the progress of the gospel.  Our
readers have heard much of caste, but we doubt if many of them have an ac-
curate idea of its real nature. DMany regard it as something like the differ-
ence of ranks among ourselves. This view is very far from giving an ade-
quate representation of the subject. We design in our next No. giving full
information on the subject. In the meantime, however, we remark that the
very principle of it involves a denlal of the Scripture doctrine of the crea-
tion, and of the declaration that © God hath made of one blood all the nations
of men to dwell on the face of the earth.” It teaches us as its foundation
that the different castes have sprung from different portions of the body of
Brahma, the Brahmins from his head, and the inferior castes from lower
sections.  And in its observance, it involves the sacrifice of all civil rights
on the part of one class of the community for the benefit of the others. It is
opposed to all the just principles of British jurisprudence, and when a system
of administration is introduced, as we believe will be, which will recognize it
in no form, but will deal with it as inconsistent with equity, we believe that
it will be one powerful means of breaking down what has been hitherto one
of the chief obstacles to the progress of Christianity. And the destruction
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of castc is the destruction of Ilindooism, for it is completely interwoven with
the whole of that religious system.

Thirdly. We confidently expect such a change of policy on the part of Go-
vernment in relation to Christianity as will tend to promote the interests of
religion. We have on former occasions pointed out the godless charaeter of
the Government policy. The East Indian Company have in former years
refused to permit Cluistian Missionaries to land in their territory—they have
up till the very day of the mutiny, refused to allow the Missionary to labor
among the native troops—when a Scpoy was converted he was expelled the
army,—they have refused to cmploy native Christians even in those subordi-
nate positions filled by Mahometans and Uindoos—they have established
schools from which the Bible was excluded—a law still exists, thongh not
acted upon, which makes the printing of Bibles a penal offence punishable with
the scizure of the presses.  In the libravies of their colleges were placed the
Koran and the Vedas, but an offer of the British and Foreign Bible Society
to supply them with the Christian Seriptures was rejected.  The result of
this policy, in the education of such men as Nena Sahib, has shown the truth
of the somewhat quaint statement of the Duke of Wellington, that education
without the Bible only made men “ clever devils.”  All this system will be
changed.  'We do not say that there shall beany interference by force with
the religion of the natives. Justice as well as policy forbids this. But the
Briti-h public will demand that there be no obstacle in the way of prosely-
tism on the part of Christians, and every facility afforded for cfforts of that
kind among all elasses of the population. Neither do we seek any direct ef-
forts of the Government to teach Christianity. The most earnest advocates
of Civil Establishments of religion do not now ask this—they are content
to leave their conversion to the voluntary cfforts of Christians.  But we do
expect that Christianity will be recognized by Government and enccuraged
by all the means within the legitimate sphere of Government. The 3ritish
people must demand an extension of education. Hitherto not more than 4
per cent. of the population can read, and the Institutions which Government
has established have been mostly colleges for the education of those who are
able to obtuin cducation themselves, attended mostly by persons of high caste,
so that ot low caste people not more than one per eent. can read. There must
be schools in which the distinetions of caste shall not be recognized, and’where
all may learn to read, and thus the way prepared for evangelistic cfforts by
means of Dibles and tracts. Bat in addition, that education must be upon a
Christian basia. There must not be, as in some cases heretofore, the putting
them in chiarge of infidels, who bave proved as bad or perhaps worse ene-
mies of Clistianity, than the Brahmins themselves—and the Bible, instead
of being ~cercted, must be openly produced. In the public administration
there must and will be a change of policy by which, instead of discouragement
being thrown upon Christianity, it will receive everv countenance, and the
Government in its own acts must show that it rccognizes and values the
Christian faith.

We nced scarcely remark that such a course of policy while right would
be the most expedient. ¢ We are persuaded,” says Mr bMacleod Wiylie,
“that a wise, resolute, just policy, which atfords no countenance to Hinduism
or Mohammedanism, but manifests its energy in the amelioration of the con-
dition of the people, in the development of the resources of the country, in
the extension of the blessings of a sound education, in the consolidation of
our power by a firm administration of justice, and by an efficient organiza-
tion of our army ; which practically exhibits the spirit of Christianity, and
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while strietly tolerant, steadily denies support to all practices inconsistent
with the public peace and public morals; Tuis, with the enlightenment of
public opinion at home, and a faithful regard by Parliament to Indian af-
fairs, is the ready and best alternative, suggested alike by experience and
neeessity.”  Yet we do not think that the authorities in India will readily
yield to the change. There seems un infatuation about them in their attach-
ment to the old policy, which all the recent calamities have not been suffici-
ent to remove, and of which it will require the watchful care and determined
effort of the British public to prevent the manifestation in some of the old
forms. But lately an offer of the Christians of Raishnagur to furnish Coolies
for the army, which were much needed, was refused, because they applied
not as subjects but as Christians.  If this spirit continue we have not yet
seen the end of the divine judgments, and it may require another battle such
as Wilberforce fought to cast it out, but assuredly in the present temper of
the British people it will be done. “If” says Mr Wylie, “after tranquillity
is restored, all the errors and shortcomings of the Government are to be ig-
nored, and the failure of the past policy is to be unconfessed, and an attempt
is to be made to show that it is Christianity which has produced this rebel-
lion, and that safety for the future can only be purchased by the sacrifice of
the truth, and by a shameful subserviency to anti-Christian and anti-social
errors ; then let the voice of England be heard protesting against this mise-
rable Sadducecism, and let our wise statesmen understand, that if they have
no other scheme for preserving India, we will encounter all hazards rather
than try that scheme again, and that we will far rather relinquish the empire
altogether, than keep it as a standing mockery of our Christianity, and a con-
stant provoeation of Divine judgments.”

But our hope is not in any Government. We have learned to distrust all
mere worldly statesmen. We look, under God, to the Christian people of
Britain and America, and our last remark is that there is every indication
that the present outbreak will lead to a large extension of missionary opera-
tions. Already the Christian world scems awakened to a sense of its past
neglect of duty, of the vast extent of the work to be done, and the miserable
deficiency of means hitherto employed. DMovements are already on foot for
a combined cffort of various Christian denominations to engage in missionary
efforts there on a vastly more extensive scale than heretofore. These may
seem but ebullitions of the excited feeling of the moment, but from the cha-
racter and standing of the parties engaged in it we cannot doubt but it will
be somewhat more.  But upon this our space will not permit us to enlarge.
We conclude with the apostrophe of the poet to England :—

“ For faults thou hast of heinous size ;
Repent, renounce them, ere they 1rise
In judgment; lest thine ocean wall,
With boundless ruin, round thee fall.
And that which was thy mightiest sway,
Sweep all thy rocks like sands away.

O Britain, O my coantry, bring

Forth from thy camp the accursed thing;
Consig.. * to remorseless fire;

Watcl 1 !l the latest sparks expire.
Then cast the ashes on the wind,

Nor leave one atom wreck Lehind;

So may thy wealth and power increase,
So way thy people dwell in peace.

On thee the Almighty’s glory rest,

And all the world in thee be blest.” }
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DiED, at Tatamagouche, on Saturday morning, 12th Dec, the Ruv. RoBrRT
Brackwoon, in the 78rd year of his age and 42nd year of his ministry.

Mr Blackwood was a native of Kinross-shire, Scotland, being born on the
estate of Coldrain, of which his father was proprictor.

In the spring of 1816, he left his native land, with a view to devote his
energies in the gospel of Christ to the service of expatriated countrymen in
the State of Ohio, America. ITaving been landed at Halifax,in July of that
year, he was persuaded by the fathers of our Church that there was as much
need of ministerial labor in this Province as in Ohio, and he was induced to
remain and east in his lot with them.

In the following October he was ordained to the charge of the wide-spread
congregation of Gay’s River, Shubenacadie, and Nine Mile River—where
he spent twenty-four years of arduous service. Thence he was translated,
in the end of 1840, to the joint charge of Tatamagouche and New Annan,
which he held till the end of 1851. when a separation took place between
those congregations.  Since that period he has been pastor of New Annan
and adjacencies.

His last public ministrations were at the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
at New Annan, in the month of July last.

Previous to that period his heaith had seriously failed, but he bad kept at
his post and preached once when he had not strength for a second serviee.
IHis disease was Dyspepsia—the probable result of severe exposure in the
days of his robust health, when he never spared himself cither by night or
by day.

As a preacher of the Gospel, Mr Blackwood sought to know only Christ
and Him crucified. In doctrine he was uncorrapt; in style, simple, yet dig-
nified ; in manner, earnest and cnergetic, and generally popular. -

In his disposition he was friendly, frank and affable, the ever-welcome
guest, the ever-courteous and hospitable host. No sacrifice was esteemed
too great for him to make ecither to minister to the bodily relief of the afilict-
ed, which an unusual amount of medical skill enabled him often successfully
to do, or to unfold to them the consolations which the preseriptions of the
Great Physician provided for their spiritual maladies.

He has left behind him the wife of his youth, who accompanied him from
home, toiled with him through manifold struggles, and bore with him many
griefs and sorrows.  Five of the nine children that God gave them He has
already taken away, while four remain to comfort their widowed mother and
mourn their mutual loss.

He has quitted the scene of activity and confliet in a green old age, and
rests from his labors. His end was peaceful and happy, and long will his
memory be cherished in the affections of a wide circle of mourning friends.

On the Tuesday following, his remains were followed to the tomb by a
large concourse, and solemn devotional services were conducted in Shavon
Church by several members of Presbytery. The event was improved to the
congregation on the following Sabbath day by Rev J. Watson in a sermon
from 1 Thess. iv. 13.

The prophets, do they live for ever? All flesh is grass, but the Word of
the Lord endureth for ever. W.




82 Obituary. Jan.

The Rev. Huen Duxsan left his residence, Princetown Road, on Saturday
morning last. e was observed returning carly in the afternoon, and shortly after
was found lying on the road, a litde further on, quite dead. It is supposed his
death was occasioned by disease of the heart.

The above is from the Charlottetown Protector of the 8rd ult. Mr Dun-
bar was a native of the West Branch IEast River, where he was brought up
under the ministry of the late Dr McGregor. IHaving in early life given
indications of good talents, he was sent to the Pictou Academy, and having
studied Theology under the late Dr MeCulloch, he was licensed to preach
the gospel in the year 1825. For some time he was employed as a Mission-
ary, under the Home Mission Ageney of our Chureh, then just organized,
and visited many destitute portions of the conntry, preaching both in Gaelic
and English.  Among other labors, e spent a winter in Cape Breton, when
there wasscarcely a Presbyterian minister on the island.  On these mission-
ary journeys his services were valued. When on that island two or three
years ago, we heard, after the lapse of thirty years, kindly reminiscences of
his visit. Edfforts were being made to secure his services permancntly, but the
tempting offers of an Agent of the Colonial Society induced the people to apply
for a minister of the Kirk of Scotland. Soon after, he received a cordial call
to the pastorate of the united congregation of Cavendish and N. London, which
had previously formed part of the pastoral charge of the Rev Dr Keir. Here
he was ordained on the 21st March, 1827.  “IFor some time,” says the Rev
R. 8. Patterson, “ every thing continued to go on satisfactorily. The attach-
ment between the minister and people was mutual, and the congregation ap-
peared to prosper. DBut it bappened that in this congregation there were
some whose native language was Gaelic; and hence a part of the services
of the Sabbath were performed in that language. In such cases it usually
happens that the English and Gaelic people are disposed to consider their
interests as separate, and become jealous of each other, and thus dissatisfac-
tions arise which prove prejudicial to the interests of religion. It was so in
the present instance. From these and other causes, which it is unnecessary
to mention, the attachment between Mr Dunbar and his people began and
continued to diminish, until, on 15th June 1835, he tendered his demission
and the Presbytery, judging that his usefulness was terminated, thought pro-
per to accept of it.  About this time, a part of the congregation, consisting
chiefly of those attached to the Gaelic language, separated, and connected
themselves with the Kirk of Scotland” These now form the pastoral charge
of the Rev A. Sutherland of the Frec Church.

After the acceptance of his demission, Mr Dunbar for some time travelled
as a Missionary in the vacancies and mission stations of the Church, but fi-
nally scttled on afarm in a small settlement called Springfield, in P. E. Island.
IIere he was also engaged in teaching. He did not, however, forget the
more responsible office to which he had been set apart, but besides taking
occasional appointments from the Presbytery, he regularly ministered to the
small body of Presbyterians among whom he resided. Here he gathered a
small congregation to whom he continued to break the bread of life until his
sudden call to the Master’s presence.

AMr Dunbar was possessed of good talents, us idicated by a sermon which
he published some years ago, eatitled, “the duty and blessedness of contri-
bating to the support of the Gospel,” from Prov. iii. 9, 10. As a preacher,
he was a sound and faithful defender of Evangelical truth, and in private
ife was generally esteemed.
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REPORT or MISSIONARY LABOR
BY REV. A. CAMERON.

7o theReverend the Presbytery of Halifax.

According to the appointment of Pres-
bytery, I proceeded to Annapalis by post
and arrived there on the 13th of July.
On Sabbath, 13th, 1 preached in the
usual places of meeting and at the usual
hours.

The day was unfavorable, yet the au-
dience were as numerous as could be ex-
pected considering the state of the wea-
ther. I also conducted divine service
on the two following Sabbaths in the
above-named place.

Having received an invitation from a
number of the inhabitants of Bridgetown
through Capt. Fraser, to preach there on
the second Sabbath of March, I, with the
unanimous consent of Annapolis congre-
gation, agreed to give them the afternoon.
Y accordingly preached in the forenoon
at Annapolis, and proceeded to Bridge-
town, where I preached in the evening
to a pretty large and very attentive au-
dience. The meeting was held in the
Temperance Hall, and though the room
was a pretty good size, yet many had to
leave for the want of accommodation.—
Several persons expressed a strong de-
sire that I should return and give them
a whole Sabbath, stating that they would
furnish a larger room. Having no ap-
pointment to that effect, I could not pro-

mise without consulting the Clerk of
Presbytery. 1 accordingly correspond-
ed with Mr Murdoch, and having obtain-
ed leave, preached there again on the
fourth Sabbath of March. The attend-
ance was much larger than on the former
occasion, and all seemed deveat and or-
derly. At the request of the Sons of
Temperance, I lectured, on the follow.
ing evening, to a full house, on the sub-
ject of Intemperance.

During my stay in Bridgetown X re-

mained with Cape. Fraser, where I was -

kindly veceived and hospitably enter-
tained. He is a native of Scotland, and
a true blue Presbyterian. He, along
with several others, manifested a strong
desire to have Presbyterian preaching,
and consequently agreed to petition the
Presbytery for supply. Their hopes of
success appeared to be quite high, so
much so that they proposed to secure the
site for the building of a Church ; and I
think there is little fear but that, by the
blessing of God, they will succeed, for
where the will is good the means are ge-
nerally found. Their-wish is to unite
with Annapolis, and between both pla-
ces, to secure the services of a settled
minister among them.

I returned to Annapolis by the middle
of the week, and preached there the last
Sabbath of March. This brought my
mission to a termination in said place. I
may state that the time that J wasin An-
napolis happened to be an unfavorable
season for missionary labour on account
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of the political excitement which existed
throughout the county. Tt wasowing to
this circumstance that I did not preach
at Round Hill. I was told that as the
settlement consisted chiefly of Baptists,
the attempt of holding a meeting on a
week evening at that season would only
prove a failure.

On wy way to Bridgetown I was re-
‘quested to attend a funeral in that neigh-
borhood, at which I preached a short ser-
mon, but the number present was ver
small. On the same day I visited a sid)('
person, who died in aboutan hour after-
wards.

The audiences in Annapolis were as
large as could be expected, and shewed
an attentive regard for the Word of God.

Left Annapolis on Monday tbe 31st of
March ; remaiued the two following days
at Digby, and preached in the evening
m the Baptist Church to a respectable
and attentive audience, composed chiefly
of the Methodist and Baptist bodies.

Left Digby on Thursday morning,
April 2nd, for Cape Sable Island, with
the expectation of reaching this scene of
labor in good time on the following Sa-
turday ; but owing to the fearful state of
the roads and poor horses, I did not ar-
rive at Barrington till dark, and conse-
quently had to remain there on Satur-
day night. But as the distance to the
Island  was only about five miles,
through the kindness of Dr Geddes, at
.whose house 1 lodged, I succeeded in
getting there the following morning in
good time for preaching. .

Divine service was conducted in the
school-room. The attendance was very
small the first day, but gradually increas-
ed during the four folTowing Sabbaths.
There was quite a respectable number
out last Sabbath, and bad the day not
been rainy, it would have been mueh lar-
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ger. I preached part of the time in the
new Church. This will te a fine com-
modious building when completed. The
outside is finished and the floor laid.
They talk of making a strong eftort to
complete it by next autumn. The indi-
viduals on whom its erection depends are
but few, and evidently deserve the aid
and sympathy of the Clurch at large,
sceing the strenuous exertions which they
themselves have, and still are inclined to
put forth. During my stay in this local-
ity, I preached thrice on week days, viz,,
twice at Barrington, and once on ano-
ther part of the Island.  Onall eccasions
the audiences were orderly, and seemed
to hear with gladness the truths of God’s
word

There is mueh need of misstonary ope-
ration on this interesting isle of the sea
Its population issaid to be about 1500,
many of whom, though they profess to
aahere to the Baptist Church, are per-
ishing for lack of knowledge. Ignorance
in regard to divine matters evidently
abounds among them. The young secem
disposed to learn, while many of the more
aged appear to dread the light. At pre-
sent the people have no pastor among
them; the Churches are vacant. It is
the earnest wish of those friendly to our
Church that the Presbytery would send
them more supply as soon as practicable.
Were they at present favored with a lib-
eral portion of missionary labor, and, by
the blessing of God, prejudices would ber
dispelled, knowledgze would increase, and
neither they nor the Presbytery would
be disappointed.

T have not dore so much in the way of
visitation as 1 could have wished ; but
at every place at which I called I met
with the kindest reception.

ALEX. CAMERON,

Foreign Missions.

LETTER FROM MR. GEDDIE.
AXEITEUM, June 5, 1857,
To the Board F. M. of P. C. N. S.
DeAR BRETHREN,—I sent letters to
you in January by way of China, and
also in April by way of Sydney, which
I hope yon will receive. I have little to
communicate at present, having so re-
cently written to you, yet I cannot al-

low an opportunity which has just oe-
curred to pass without sending these
lines. 1 feel thankful to inform youw
that the Mission families enjoy good
health, but there has been an unusual
amount of sickness among the natives of
this and the adjacent islands for some
months,

You will be glad to hear of the safe
arrival at thie- island of the Mission:
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Schooner “ Jobn Knox.” She left Syd-
ney on the 20thday of April and arrived
bere on May 15th. She encountered
head winds and stormy weather during
the greater part of her voyage. But,
according to the log book kept on board
the little vessel, * behaved nobly.”—
Those on board experienced some in-
convenicnce from shipping seas, but
they did not consider themselves in dan-
ger at any time.

The “John Knox” was brought to
this igland by Mr Marshel, first oflicer
of the barque “ Egypt,” assisted by two
men. The * Egypt” left Sydney a few
days after the “ John Knox,” and is
now at this island loading with sandel
wood for China. Mr Marshel and the
two seamen have again joined their ship.
By the voyage from Sydney in the lit-
tle Mission Schooner Mr Marshel has
proved himself to be a courageous and
skilful scaman and he has entitled him-
self to our warmest thanks. Ile parts
with the little vessel with much regret.

The ¢ Egypt” belongs to R. Towns,
Esq., of Sydney, who is one of the most
extensive merchants and ship owners in
Australia. He has shown much kind-
ness to this Mission on former oceasions,
by allowing all Mission supplies to come
free in his vessels, and he has now laid
us under additional obligations to him
by the interest which he has taken in
the “ John Knox.” He took charge of
her while she lay in Sydney, and we are
chiefly indebted to him for her trans-
mission to this island.

The ¢ John Knox” is a splendid little
vessel. She registers about 12} tons,
and appears to be very strong and well
finished. She is fitted up for accommo-
datinn, and had she been built under our
own direction we could not have sug-
gested better arrangements than those
which have been adopted. The build-
ing of the vessel in Scotland was a hap-
py idea, for a similar one would have
cost a large sum of money in this part of
the world. She has a comfortable ca-
bin, which occupies one-third of the ves-
sel and is painted wainscoat. The hold
is also well finished and painted a light
blue colour, with lockers on each side,
which answer the purpose of seats dur-
ing the day and berths during the night.
To economise room the ballast is iron,
over which there is a good floor.

As we have not yet received letters
giving definite information about tne
4 Jobn Xnox” we are in a measure ig-
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norant of her history. We feel truly
thankful to the kind friends who have
contributed to purchase so valuable a
little vessel for the Mission. Ier pre-
sence here will I trust greatly facilitate
the extension of the gospel to the dark
regions beyond. May she, under the
favour of God, become an instrument of
much usefulness in these islands.

After the above lines were written a
ship was announced by the natives,
which we soon recognized to be the
“John Williams” She has returned
once more after an absence of two years
and seven months. She came into the
harbour this evening. Our beloved
daugbter Charlotte Ann is at home
again, being absent nearly eight years.
When we parted we scarcely thought
that we should meet again on this side
of the grave, but God has been good to
us beyond expectation. But, alas! we
are all so changed in appearance that
our daughter knew not her parents, and
we should never have recognized her.—
It is an additional satisfaction to us to
know that she has left England as the
member of a christian Church, and that
she brings with her the highest testimo-
nials from those entrusted with her
guardianship. Our heartsoverflow with
gratitude to God for his goodness to our
dear absent childien. It seems indeed
as if in their case he has been a Father
to the fatherless. I need not say that
our hearts rejoice to welcome Mr and
Mrs Gordon as our fellow labourers.—
We have long looked for them, and they
have come at last. DMany are the pray-
ers which have been offered up for help
to the dark islands around us, in private,
in public, and at the family altars on
Aneiteum, and in the presence of our
newly arrived brother and sister we can
recognize an answer to them. I am
glad to learn from my letters that Mr and
Mrs Gordon have favourably impressed
the brethren with whom they have had
intercourse by the way. They appear
to be persons of the right spirit to en-
gage in the missionary work.” They will
find ample scope in these dark regions
for all their zeal, energy and devoted-
ness. I trust that their valuable lives
may be long spared, and that your bearts
may be cheered with tidings of their
success. Their presence here will, I
trust, elicit an additional amount of sym-
pathy on Lehalf of these istands. There
are also two missionaries {rom Samoa on
board of the *John Williams,” Rew
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Messrs. Idarbut and Drummond, who
have come as a visiting deputation to
these islands.

I cannot give you information a¢ pre-
sent about Mr Gmdon’s probable move-
ments. e expect to meet to-morrow
and consult about his location. But the
islands must first be visited before we
can decide. It is likely thas he will be
settled on Tana or Erromanga, or re-
main temporarily on Aneiteum. The
latest intelligence from Tana is both en-
couraging and otherwise. At Port Re-
solution, where we expected to settle a
missionary, the natives are fighting. A
severe epidemic has also been prevail-
ing, for which the heathen blame the
‘Word of God, and they are angry with
the teachers. But the teachers are not
discouraged and itinerate extensively
among the natives. Ve have also many
attached friends who have decidedly
abandoned heathenisim and earnestly de-
sire religious instruction, but it would
not be expedient to settle a_missionary
in opposition to the wishes of any consi-
derable number of the uatives. But we
cannot tell the exact state of things until
we are on the spot. This however is
only a temporary cloud, which shows
that Satan anticipates danger to his king-
dom, and which I trust will lead us fo
look more unreservedly to God for his
direction. At Anuikaraka, the station
on the south side of Tana where Talip
and Yaufati live, the aspect of things is
more encouraging. Yaresi, the chief,
has sent a’ message to this island request-
ing that the expected missionary should
be sent to his land. We have every con-
fidence in Yaresi, and he and his people
kave been most kind to our teachers,
but he is not a powerful chief, and might
not be able to protect a missionary from
hostile tribes. e design however to
settle teachers in the lands adjacent to
Yaresi's district, and I believe the time
i not far distant when a missionary may
be settled there with prospects of safety
and uscfulness. At presewt there is a
party of Tanese on this island on a very
interesting mission. They have come to
‘buy a teacher. They brought a pig to

ay for him. Hearing that the « John

Villiams” was expected they bave con-
cluded to wait for her, and make sure
of their teacher by her.

On the island of Erromanga a severe
cpidemic has also prevailed lately. This
has led to war between the natives of
Dillons Bay and those in the interior of
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the island. The counsequence has been
the suspension of the missionary work
for the present. Mana, an Erromangan
who spent some yearson Samoa and who
has been labouring among bis country-
men with much success, rather than join
the war has left the 1sland and came to
Aneiteum. He is residing with me at
resent, and will return by the ¢ John
Villiams” to his own island. As both
the fizhting parties desire a missionary
the war would not probably aflect the
location of one, and such an event might
be the means of bringing about a peace.
The Erromangans blame their own di-
sease makers for sickness, but do not
charge it on missionaries and teachers
as is the case on other islands.

Fotuna we also consider 1eady for a
missionary, but we are anxious to have
some of the larger islands oceun ied fivst.

Such is the state of the islands at pre-
sent, in our immediate neighbourhoot.

The boxes sent from you by the “John
Williams” have reached us in safety.—
We feel grateful to our friends in Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Island for
this additional expression of their inter-
est in the cause. The supply is wost
seasonable, as we are now fitting out
some teachers for the lands of darkness.

There are now two sandal wood es-
tablishments on Aneiteum with five ves-
sels attached to them  The wood iscol-
lected at Erromanga and Espirite Santo
and deposited here until shipped for
China. The presence of foreigners again
on this island will no doubt be prejudi-
cial to our work, but I trust that the na-
tives may be preserved amidst the temp-
tations which surround them Since
the sandal wood trade has extended we
now sce many natives from the neigh-
bouring islands. They visit the Mission
station and attend the preaching of the
gospel, and, though they cannot under-
stand the truth, yet they leave with fa-
vourable impressions.

June 9th.

The “John Williams” and *John
Knox” take their departure to-day for
the neighbouring islands.  Mr and Mrs
Gordon go in the former, while I go in
the Jatter. We send four married teach-
ers, and also a native of this island anid
his wife as servants to Mr and Mrs Gor-
don. A number of our chiefs will like-
wise accompany us, who can tell other
islanders what the Word of God bas
done on Aneiteum

We bad a public missionary meeting
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vesterday, at which a contribution was
made for the cause. A large quantity
of taro was collected for the use of the
ship, also a great number of mats and
native dresses for the teachers, and as a
present to the chiefs who bebave kindly
to our teachers. It is but little that our
poor natives can contribute for the gos-
pel, but they seem willing to do what
they can.

The undertaking in which we are now
to engage is of unspeakable importance.
I trust that we may be divinely directed
in it, and that God may be the breaker
up of our way. Let me solicit in behalt
of the Mission an nterest in your sym-
pathies and prayers. I regret that time
does not allow me to write a longer let-
ter to you.

I remain, my dear brethren,
Very sincerely yours, &e.,
Jony GEDDIE.

LETTER FROM MR. GORDON.

ErroMaxea, DiLrLox’s Bay,
June 20th, 1857,
Rev. Axp DraRr Sir,—

As there isa vessel in Dillon’s Bay just
going to China, I hasten to send you a
few lines by her, acquainting you of the
safe arrival of the “John Williams™ at the
New Hebrides, and of the prosperity of
our dear brethren at Aneiteuw, and of
our settlement at Dillon’s Bay. I have
just received a note from Capt. Barnes,
stating that the vessel is to sail this fore-
noon, and I cannot complete an account
of our voyage which I bave nearly ready
to send to you.

We arrived at Anecitcum on the 5th
inst.,, and after spending four days at that
island interestingly and profitably with
our excellent brethren of the misston, we
sailed for Fotuna on our way to Tana,
and after visiting each of these islands,
the brethren from Samoa, and Messrs.
Geddie and Inglis, advised Mrs G. and
myself to proceed in the “ John Williams”
to Erromanga to see if the Lord would
not apen a better door for us on this isl-
and than is now open on either of the
former. Ve consequently left for Erro-
manga on the 13th, and arrived here on
the 14th, and altbough the natives are
engaged in war, we have found no for-
midable obstable in the way of settling
here. About 15 or 20 of the natives
have been kind to us since we landed.
We have not yet seen a chief of any in-
fluence. 'The natives appear to be hon-
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est and mild, although they are the most
debased savages which we have yet seen.
I have with me two Roratongan and two
Anciteumese teachers, for whom I have
not yet found places. The former teach-
ers have all left, and, with one or two
exceptions, will not be missed. We got
the chief materials necessary for a house
at Aneiteum ; and Mr Geddie, who came
with us in the “ John Knox,” has also
given us two servants. ‘We have at pre-
sent a small teachers’ house with a gravel
floor, on which we have spread our mats.
The « John Williams” left on the 17th,
and Mr Geddi¢ in the *John Knox” on
the 18th. We therefore only enjoyed
his precious company in our own cottage
one day. Ileisin excellent health, as
also Mrs Geddie and family.

Meanwhile, you need not judge of our
position bere by the very singular and
wild statements made about the improved
state of this island in the “ Gems from
the Coral Islands.”

I have sent a message to the principal
chief of Dillon’s Bay,—three of whose
wives we saw yesterday,—that I wish to
see him to-morrow for the purpose of ter-
minating the war ; and 1 bope to collect
those that are near about us by the bell
which my friends of the Free Church,
New London, gave me.

The principal help which I have now
in the work is by Manu, a native of this
island, who, I trust, was converted in
Samoa. :

Mrs G. and I are in pretty good health,
and feel that the Lord has been very
gracious to us in all our voyagings and
now in our settlement.

Please send me a small box of school
materials when you bave convenient time
and opportunity.

Mrs G. gets her letters regularly from
England, but I have not recetved one
from Nova Scofia since we left the
Thames.

Brethren, pray for us.

Yours, in the best Lord,
Greorge N. GOorpoX.
Rev J. Bayne.

LETTER FROM REV. J. W. MA-
THESON TO REV. J. BAYNE.
Loxpox, Nov. 19, 1857.
Rev. AXD DEAR BROTHER,—

As the Mail for Nova Scotia leaves
here in the morning I avail myself of
this favorable opportunity of dropping
you a few lines, from the perusal o
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which you may learn how I have been
engaged since I left Nova Scotia.

We left Halifax, as you are aware,
upon the 22nd ult., being accompanied
to the boat by a number of christian
friends, some of whom appeared deeply
impressed that we were parting not
again to meet on earth,—whose prayers
together with those of absent friends I
fondly hope may be heard and answered
in God’s own time and way. The boat
left at 1 A. M. on Friday. Asshe hove
off from the wharf we walked the deck
a few minutes and took a farewell view
of our beloved native land.  After which
we returned to onr cabina, and there com-
mending ourselves to the care of that
God who neither slumbers nor sleeps, we
retired to rest.  In the morning we went
on deck and found ourselves far out of
the sight of land, with nothing in view
on either hand but the rolling billows of
the mighty deep; and, tbough the won-
ders of the boundless ocean were spread
out before us, it is much ecasier to ina-
gine than express the feelings then ex-
perienced, upon the remembrance, that

as the boat rode the waves most majesti- -

cally, she was speedily wafting us far
from the friends of youth and the endear-
ments of home. We bada very pleasant
passage, and though Mrs M. was a little
sea sick the first two or three daysof the
voyage, she enjoyed the latter part of the

assage very much. As regards myself

bave much reason to bless God for his
unmerited kindness, as I have anjoyed
much better health while crassing the
Atlantic than I bave for several months
previously. 'We arrived in Liverpool
on the morning of the 9th day after leav-
ing, which was a very short passage for
this season of the year. 'When Tarrived
in Liverpool, I found upon enquiry, that
there was a vessel to sail from that port
‘or Melbourne in two or three days, and
another on or about the 15th of Novem-
ber. But as the Missionary Goods had
not arrived, and as it was uncertain whe-
ther they would be forwarded in suffici-
ent time to go out in the vessel of the
14th inst., 1 said nothing about the se-
curing of a passage, knowing that it was
desirable (to the Board) that the goods
should go out in the same vessel with us.
After remaining two days in Liverpool
we proceeded to London, where I met
with Rev A. Tidman, D. D., from whomn
I received a very warm reception. Af
ter conferring with him respecting the
propriety of going to Australia in a Li-
verpool or London ship—upon consider-
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ing the matter for a short time, he deci-
ded that it would be much better to go
from London. Among many of the ad-
vantages that would be gained in going
from London he mentioned as a princi-
pal one, that the “ Omar Pasha,” a fine
vessel of 1279 tons, which is about to sail
on the 30th inst., was going to carry out
goods for their missionaries in the South
Seas,—that she was going direct to Syd-
ney while those from Liverpool were
onl - going to Melbourne, and that she
(it e ¢ Omar Pasha”) would in all pro-
bability be in Sydney in time to meet
the ¢ John Williams,” which is expected
in Sydney about the last of January or
early in February, and that by going in
the * Omar Pasha” we could not fail to
meet the “ John Williams,” which would
be very desirable. Upon hearing such
a statement from the Doctor I immedi-
ately decided in going in that vessel, as
she also is said to be very fast and well
fitted up for the accommodation of a few
passepgers.

I bave been pretty busily engaged
in procuring our articles of outfit, which
are to be put aboard the ship on Mon-
day, as the 24th is said to be the last
day of taking in freight. As the Mission
Goods had not arrived last Monday, and
as I heard nothing about them, I went
back to Liverpool in order to have them
here in time for shipping. Messrs. Glen
and Aunderson of Liverpool, to whom Mr
Stairs of Halifax had written respecting

the Erocuring of the Mason Tools for
Mr Geddie, bave very kindly provided

the articles desired, and though they
have not yet arrived at the London Mis-
sion House, where all the goods are de-
posited, I have no doubt but they will
be here in sufficient time. If sol hope
that we shall succeed in getting the goods
shipped in such a manner as _will prove
satisfactory to the Board—though not
without a considerable amount of trou-
ble and also expense. As the mail goes
soon I must conclude at present. Tl
write before we leave.
I remain, yours traly,
J. W. MaTnesox.

LETTERS FROM REV. J. INGLIS.
(From the R. P. 3Magazine.)
ARRIVAL OF THE “JOHN RNOX” AT
ANEITEUM.

To the Rev Dr Bates, Sec. of the
R-P. Synod’s Com. on Fo-
reign Missions.
Aneitewn, New Herbrides,May 28, 1857.
Rev axp Dear Sir,—I am happy
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toinform you that our little mission schoo-
ner, the #John Knox,” has reached
Aneiteum in safety. She arrived here
on Saturday the 16th inst. About a
fortnight before her arrival, we learned
incidentally, by a vessel that called in
here, the captain of which bad seen a
vessel from Sydney at Tana, that she
was about to leave Sydney. This was
the only notice we had of the ¢ John
Knox” since I received your letter of
May last inferming me that she was be-
ing built in Glasgow. After this, Mr
Geddie was daily on the out-look, and
as soon as he saw a vessel in sight, which
he was satisfied must be the “dJobn
Tnox,” he went outin his boat with a
strong crew of natives to pilot her in.
She beat up into the harbour in gallant
stvle. T went round on the Monday and
saw ber.  She was twenty six days on
the voyage from Sydney to Aneiteum.
During the first ten days she encoun-
tered strong head winds, which carried
her about 150 miles to the south-east of
Sydney, and left her as far from Aneci-
teum as when she left Sydney. The
actual voyage was therefore only sixteen
days, which is the average length of
time occupied in the voyage between
Sydney and this island. The Lord in his
providence hasagain signally favoured
thismission. The vessel has not only
veached us in safety, but her arrival uas
been most opportune. We are daily
looking for the arrival of the ¢ John
Williams™ We see by a Sydney paper
that she was at Tahiti on the 15th of
March; and, consequently, as far as time
goes, she may be here any hour. Hav-
ing the * John Kuox,” we can make any
arrangements about the settlement of Mr
and Mrs Gordon which may be con-
sidered most advantgeous. Thiswe could
not have done had the “ John Knox”
notarrived befo e the * John Williams.”
{God not only opened the hearts of our
friends to contribute liberallyand prompt-
iy to this object, but he graciously in-
clined the hearts of persons able to assist
us in bringing the vessel here, so that
they cheerfully rendered the assistance
necessary. R.Towns, Esq., one of the
most extensive ship-ownersin Sydney, to
whom, as well as to the Rev Dr Ross
we wrote about the “ John Knox”and
whe has often forwarded our supplies
free of charge, has laid us under deep
obligation. He took a deep interest in
the vessel both to get her sent safely
along to her destiuation, and to sce her
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properly fitted up in Sydney for the
voyage. Mr Marshall, a young man of
high professional attainments, and first
mate of the « Egypt,” one of Captain
Towns’ vessels about to sail for China and
to call at this island, volunteered his
services to navigate the “John Knox”
to Anciteum. After he had undertaken
the command, his difficulty was to find
two seamen whohad courage to accom-
pany him in such a small vessel. They
all declared that she would never reach
Anciteum. At last he found two men;
and the voyage, though somewhat long,
was safe and successful. Mr Marshall is a
native of London, one of the scamen is
from Glasgow, the other is from Dan-
dalk. Thus you see, not only the be-
nevolence of Sydney, but the skill and
courage of the three kingdoms were laid
under contribution to bring our little
vessel from Sydney to. Aneiteum. I need
scarcely say how much we were pleased
with the vessel. Under the blessing of
God shewill be of signal service in helping
to advance the mission on the adjoining
islands. All the sea-faring men who
have seen her seem greatly pleased with
her appearance and qualities ; she is so
strongly built and so neatly fitted up,
and her sails are made to work so easily.
Mr Marshall says, he thinks it will be
impossible to capsize her; that ifit had
been possible, she would have been cap-
sized by the weather they had during
the first ten days of the voyage. An
English sailor who resides on this island
said to me yesterday, after examining
ber very closely—* Well, that little
vessel is put together and no mistake.
No slop-work there, I assure you. What
timbers she Zas got; why,they would do
for a vessel two or three times her size—
and all the best English oak too. Upon
Ey word,if she is not a snug httle eraft 1”

c.

The natives,as was to be expected,
are greatly plased with her. It required
no telegraph to spread the news of her
arrival j it was soon round the island and
into the remotest corner of the interior:
It reminded one,in asmall way, of
Galt’s famous description of the arrival
of the reformer in Scotland, close upon
three centuries ago, when the short sen-
tence, “John Knox is come !” passed
with lightning speed from lip to lip and
electrified a whole mnation. Wawko !
Kahespin ! Et esjilith ! and every inter-
jection in the language, expressive of
wonder and delight, were every where
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poured forth with the utmost profusion.
Lt mun hamneclaw via! * Our vessel

is come !” the natives all say. They all
look upon themselves as sharers in the
“ John Knox.” They look upon heras
if she were a partof the island, or a part
of our common Christianity, so that the
wholeisland, is, as it were, guaranteed
for her safety, and pledged to sccure her
success.

e have had the vessel round at my
station, where she lay two nights. She
went out yesterday with the two mission-
aries on board, and, as seamen would
say, *“she behaved uncommonly well.”
She is high out of the water, and her
masts are tall, so that at a distance she
bas a fine appearance and looks much
larger than she really is. She reached
Mr Geddie’s station in the evening. The
“ Egypt” has arrived from Sydney dur-
ingthe day. May the Lord continue to
bless us, and prosper the work of our
hands ; and to his name be all the glory !
—1I remain yours &c.,

Jonn INGLIs.

P. §.—Would you please to procure a
vegister for the vessel and send it out by
the fivst opportunity. Mr Marshall bad
to procure a sailing licensein Sydney,
torender her sailing legal and safe till her
papers arrive from home. J. L

To R. G. Finlay, Esq., Treasurer of
the R. P. 8. FForeign Miss. Fund.

Aneiteum, New Herbides,
June 8, 1857.

By Dear Smr,—The missionary
barque, the “John Williams,” reached
this 1sland on the evening of ¥Friday last
the 5th inst., having on board Mr and
Mrs Gordon, Miss Geddie, and the Rev
Messrs. Harbutt and Drummond as a
deputation to visit the various mission-
stations in Western Polynesia, also Mrs
Harbutt and three children. Ibave duly
received yeurs of' the 80th July ’56 3 and
all the goods shipped, per invoice, with,
1 think, two boxes additional, have ar-
rived opportunely in good order and
condition ; but as I have not yet got them
round to my station I bave not got them
opened and their contents examined.—
Just before the arrival of the « dJohn
Wililams” I had made up a packet of
Jetters for Dr Bates, to be sent by the
« Baypt,’’ a vessel that called in here on
her way to China. That vessel has not
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yet sailed, and I write you this short note
if, peradventure I may get it round to
the other side before she sail. ¥ went
round to the other side of the island on
Saturday. In a copy ef the Dec. number
of Evangelical Christendom, received by
Mr Harbutt, I saw a brief memoir of Dr
Bates—this was the first and only notice
I have seen of his death. I received a
letter from Dr Bates himself, the latter
half dietated by him to an amanuensis
only a week before his death, and in-
forming me of the decision of the Mis-
sionary Committee respecting Messrs.
Paton and Copeland. 1 need not say how
much we have beer struck, and how
deeply we are grieved, by this sad in-
telligence. What a loss the mission has
sustained! With his serrowing family
and bereaved congregation weu deeply
sympathise. In Dr Bates’ lettersI have
given full particulars of the safe arrival
of the “ John XKnox'" from Sydney.
You will be astonished when I tell yvou
that for ene thing and another the ex-
enses of the “John Knox” between
Sydney and Aneiteum have been up-
wards of £70; but Iwill send you full
particulars by another opportunity. I
have had no letteras vet from Dr Dan-
can, although from all that I can learn
about him, he is not setting his face in
this direction. A gentleman in Welling-
ton who knows him well,in a letter dated
22d Nov. last,says—* Mr Duncan,Mana-
watu, has quite given up missionary la-
bour. He keeps a school both for Eu-
ropeans and natives. e and his family
are quite well.”  This is a mere yassing
notice, and it may or may not be quite
correct. But you will no doubt have
later intelligence from himself. The
« John Wilhawms” is to leave Aneiteum
to-morrow. DMr Geddie and 1 will ac-
company Mr and Mrs Gerdon, and en-
deavonr to secure for them an advan-
tageous settlement on Tana. Mr Ged-
die will remain with them and assist Me
Gordon inthe erection of his house,which
Mr Geddie bas bad framed and prepar-
ed in Aneiteum. I shall proceed with
the deputation in the * John Williams,”
and we shall visit Erromanga, Fate, and
the Loyalty Islands. Mrs Inglis will most
hikely accompany me. With very kitd
regards to you and Mrs Finlay, in which
Mrs Inglisunites~ I remain, my dear
sir, yours &e.,
Joux Ixeris.
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Other Missions.

DEATH OF THE REV. SAMUEL
. EDGERLEY.

On the 9th of July we received the
distressing intelligence, that the Rev
Samuel Ldgerley died at Duke Town on
the 28th of May. TFull details of this la-
mentable event have not yet reached us,
but it appears that he had been unwell
for some weeks, that he was getting bet-
ter, and had a relapse; and that it was
not till within a few days of his death
that a fatal termination was feared.

Notick OF THE DEATH BY THE REV
H. M. WappeLL.—The Rev Mr Wad-
dell says, 30th May. The delay of the
the mail steamer in arriving being near-
ly a week behind the time, enables me,
and requires of me, to make mention of
the breach just made in our mission band
by the death of one of the first little com-
pany who came to this country. Our
brother, Mr Edgerley, has been called
away from among us to go and be with
the Lord. This is far better than to re-
main here ; better for him, theugh those
left behind may deem it worse for them.
May the Lord discover his saving good-

ness to them hergin, an1 make himself

known as the Father of the fatherless and
the Husband of the widow.

Our late brother has been more or less
sick for a month or more, of which those
more immediately connected with him
and attending on him will probably give
you full particulars. Only within the
last week have apprehensions of death
been entertained. He was in a good
state of mind when I saw him last, a few
days before his death—in peace of mind,
and with a good hope through our Lord
Jesus Christ for the future ; and I believe
he continued so to the end. Blessed ave
the dead who die in the Lord.

Of the three who came to this country
with me, above ecleven years ago, nove
now survives. I, the oldest, only remain.
1t is now about eighteen or twenty years
since I firstknew Mr Edgerley, when,by
the grace of God, he was converted ina
far distant land, and, leaving off the
planting line and the making of sugar and
rum, he became a follower of the Lord
Jesus and a tecacher of youth. Some
vears later he became associated with me
as teacher of the School at my station,
Mount Zion, fifteen orsixteen years ago,
whenee, on proof of his zeal, activity and
ability, he was advanced to Mount Horeb

station. Ile was there when I received
my appoeintment to this country in the
end of 1844, and solicited to accompany
me to this country. Now, after so long
a connection, he, the junior, is taken,and
I am left. This sad event must remind
me, that I need not expect long to sur-
vive. The decay of natural powers,and
general impairment of the constitution,
produced by aresidence of nearly twen-
ty-cight years in the West Indies and
West Africa, leave one an easy prey to
any seriousdisease with which he may
be visited. So long have I been; and
he, though younger, was a year or two
longer, having gone to Jamaica at an
earlier period of life than I did. When
one part of a complicated machine gives
way, all the weak or weakened parts
feel an additional strain, and soon give
way, till the whole machine breaks up.
If it were the will of God, and my place
here could be soon and well supplied, I
should like to have a few years to spend
at home with my daughters, before being
taken away from them. But the future
is in God’s hand, and [ await the order-
ings of his providence.

Notice by the Rev William .Anderson.
[t will be observed from the date of the
tollowing letter, that Mr and Mrs Ander-
son have reached this country. Tle rule
of the Board is, that after an agent has
been five years in Calabar, he shall come
home for a season to recruit, unless he
obtain medical sanction for remaining
longer. Itis five years and a half since
Mr Anderson was home, and the medi-
cal men, as well as his brethren, urged
him to depart. e has labored zealous-
ly in the work of his Master, and we feel
assured that he will obtain from the howne
church a moest cordial welcome. May
the Lord bless his visit to his native land
for the restoring him to such a state of
health and vigor, as will fit him for fur-
ther labor in the trying climate of Old
Calabar.]—Liverpool, 14tk July, 1857.—
In compliance with the advice of all my
brethren in Old Calabar, and with the
urgent and oft-repeated injunctions, cau-
tions, and 1emonstrances of our esteerzed
wedical attendant, Dr Hewan, Mrs A.
and I embarked in the mail steamer
« Candace,” on the 813t of May, and af-
ter a very pleasant passage, we reached
this place on the 9th instant. It was
judged by the brethren, and felt by our-
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selves, that we needed a change of clime
for a season, for the recruiting of health
and the prolongation of life. We have
both been greatly invigorated by the
voyage, although, while on the deep, Mrs
A. had a very sharp attack of fever, and
I had several touches of ague.

Mr Edgerley, as you have been alrea-
dy informed, departed this life on the
28th of May. Ileave it to his medical
attendants to report to you in reference
to the nature and progress of the disease
which took him away. They have pro-
bably done so already, so that all that I
shall attempt, shall be to intimate to you
what were my impressions regarding the
state of his mind when he was about to
enter the eternal world.

Mr E. had a rather severe attack of
illness about the beginning of May, but
he had got pretty well over it by the mid-
dle of the month. So well was he, as to
be able to step over and spend the great-
erportion of a day at our house. About
the 22d of the month his illness returned.
By the 25th it was evident that it might
terminate in death. He gradually sunk
till the evening of the 28th. On that
evening was held our weekly prayer-
meeting. The questions of the Shorter
Catechism under consideration that ev-
ening (in usval course) were, “ What
benefits do believers receive from Christ
at death ?” and * What at the resur-
rection ?” T had just finished cate-
chising on these questions when Mr
Baillie was sent for by Dr Hewan. I
feared that Mr E. was worse. I had
already read out the Christian’s dying
song to be sung. I refer to the noble
anthem beginning,—

“ My race is run, my warfare’s o'er,
The solemn hour is nigh,” &e.

We had sung two verses, when Mr
Baillie came and whispered tome, “You
had better finish ; Mr Edgerley is at his
last.” T intimated this to the meeting,
and we joined in earnest prayer for the
departing spirit. Accompanied by others,
I proceeded to the chamber of death.
The band of the last enemy had our
brother firmly in his grasp. Mrs E.
requested me to pray. I prayed—for
what else could one pray at such a sea-
son ?—that our friend might have a
speedy and safe passage across the Jor-
dan, and a glorious entrance into the
heavenly Canaan. The breathing be-
came shorter and shorter, and somewhere
about eight o’clock of that Thursday ev-
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ening all became still. ¢ Thou didst
change his countenance and send him
away.” There were standing around
that bed, the widow and the two children
of the departed, Mrs Anderson, Miss
Barty, Mr Baillie, Dr Hewan, and my-
self.  'We could accompany our brother
to the banks of the river. but we could
go no further. But we doubted not that
the Angel of the Covenant was there
(though invisible to us), cheering the
soul of his dying servant.

I visited Mr E. daily, sometimes twice
or thrice a-day, during hisillness. I fre-
quently prayed with him, and repeated
to him promises of Scripture and verses
of hymns. During his latter days his
mind frequently wandered, and he was
to a great degree, at times, in a sfate of
unconsciousness and stupor. At such
seasons a text of Scripture or a verse of
a favourite hymn generally recailed bim.
Not long before his departure, I repeated
a -porfion of a bymn to him. When I
stopped, he repeated the first verse of the
hymn—if I remember rightly, it was the
last time I heard him speak. Articula-
tion was very indistinct, but he managed
to falter out these four lines,—
¢+ Just as I am, without one plea,

But that thou bidst me come to thee.
And that thy blood was shed for me,
O Lamb of God, I come !

On Friday, May 29th, in compliance
with a wish which the deceased had ex-
pressed while yet with us, bis remains
were committed to the dust near the spot
where two other brethren “rest in their
beds.” And there repose in dreamless
sleep till the resurrection morning, all
the three, Jameson, Sutherland, and Ed-
gerley.

The bereaved family will, doubtless,
bave the sympathy and prayers of the
church under this their sore affliction.

INDIA.

INTERRUPTIONS OF MISSION OPERA-
TIONS.

The Calcatta Christian Observer, of
October, states:—

« At Agra nearly all the property be-
longing to the Baptist, the American
Preabyterian, and the Church of Eng-
land Missions, has been destroyed, in-
cluding, among other things, the Secun-
dra Orpban Press, the money value of
which was probably not much less than
two lakbs of rupees.

“ In consequence of the lamentable mu-
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tiny at Dinapore, which might so easily
have been prevented, the German mis-
sion in Behar was seriously interrupted
for a time; but we hear that the stations
on the left (or north) side of the Ganges
have again been occupied. Gyah has,
for the present, been abandoned by Mr
Greiff.  The Rev Mr Kalberer of Patna,
has come down to Calcutta. The flou-
rishingGerman mission in Chota-Nagpoor
has been all but broken up ; the mission-
aries had to fly for their lives; but
through merey they arrived all safe at
Calevita. We understand, however, that
one of them has gone back with the mi-
litary column that has been despatched
to that part of the country. Itisto be
feared that the mission will be found to
have sustained great losses, not only from
the destruction of property, butalso from
the persecution which has befallen the
scattered three thousand native Christi-
ans that belong to it

« The Rev Mr Stevenson, who, at the
commencement of the present year, es-
tablished 2 new mission at Bancoorah, in
connexion with the -Canadian Free
Church, was induced, in consequence of
the unsettled state ofthe country, to with-
draw to Calcutta at the end of June ; and
we hear that he has since sailed for Scot-
land, as there was no prospect of his be-
ing able to reoccupy Bancoorah within a
reasonable time.”

MISSIONARY LOSSES IN INDIA.

Our readers will be deeply interested
in the following statement of the losses
incurred by our various Christian mis<
sions in Upper India. It is drawn up
earefully from the best sourcea of infor-
mation, and though but a rough estimate,
it is not very far wroug. It is rather un-
der the truth than above it :—

Rev W. H. Haycock, Cawnpore, Pro-
pagation Society; Rev H. Cockey, do,
do; Rev J. E. Freeman, Futtehghur,
American Presbyterian Mission ; Rev D.
E. Campbell, do, do; Rev A. O. John-
san, do, do ; Rev R. Macmullin, do, do;
Rev T. Mackay, Delhi, Baptist Mission-
ary Society; Rev A. R. Hubbard, do,
Propagation Society; Rev D. Sandys,
do,do ; Rev R. Hunter, Sealcote, Scotch
Kirk; Rev J. Maccallum, Shabjeban-
pore, Additional Clergyman.

Mrs Haycock, Mrs Cockey, Mrs Free-
man, Mrs Campbell, with two children,
Mrs Johnson,Mrs MacMullen, Mrs Hun-
ter, Mrs Thompson, of Delhi, widow of
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the Rev T. Thompson, Miss Thompson,
Miss Grace Thompson. ,

The mission property destroyed at
twenty-six stations throughout !indos-
tan is estimated by this writer at £70,-
800.

Of this heavy loss, by far the greater
portion falls upon the EnglishChurch Mis-
sionary Society, and the American Pres-
byterian Mission. The former loses
£32,000 and the latter £26,000. Much
of the loss will, perhaps, not require to
be made good. It ismost likely that the
Society will not re-establish the Secun-
dna Press.— Noncomformist.

THE PERSECUTED CHRISTIAN SEPOY.

Many English periodicals have pub-
lished, recently, full particulars of a
case which occurred many years since,
in which the policy of the English rulers
of India, in relation to the evangelization
of the people, and especially of the se-
poy soldiers, was exbibited; a policy
which is understood never to have been
changed, whichwasin this case develop-
ed as decidedly anti-Christian,and which
is believed to have stood greatly in the
way, ‘not only of the salvation of souls,
but of that improvement of the sepoys in
moral and religious character which
might have pervented, or at least, bave
done mnch to mitigate the horrors of the
present insurrection. Not a few English
writers have given utterance to the feel-
ing, that England, having been utterly
uufaithful to her trust as a Christian na-
tion, when called to make India a part
of the kingdom of Christ, is now reap-
ing the due reward of such unfaithful-
pess. The case alluded to is thus sumn-
moned up in an article in the Christian
Times.

« Somewhat less than forty years ago
there was an upper room over one of the
gates of the city of Meerut, daily occu-
pied by small companies of Hindoos, for
reading the Word of God and offering
prayer. Six or seven, or even as many
as a dozen, poor Indians, part of them
converts to Christianity, and part in-
quirers after it, were wont to frequent
the place, while the inhabitants of the
city went in and out by the gate below,
not giving a thought to the men or to
their occupation, for the Hindoos in

eneral care little or nothing about the
octrine of Christians, if they can but go
on their way quietly without suffering
any ceremonial pollution by their prac-
tice. One day a stranger, a person un-
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expected, made his appearance in that
little chamber, and craved instruction.
The oan was a sepoy of the 25th Native
Infantry, a brahmin of high easte, just
returned from furlough in the Mauri-
tius, where no one had presumed to ad-
dress him directly on the subject of
Christianity, but where the devotions of
Christians, met together to worship their
Heavenly TFather on the Lord’s day,
and the purity and kinidliness of their
demeanor, had been to him in the stead
of exhortation. Thesoldier, unsolicited
by mortal man, had now resolved to trust
in Christ, the Savior of his people, for
salvation. IHemade himself known to
the little party, told them his intention,
and askel to be taught the way of God
more perfectly, and great was their joy
when they saw Prabbu Din proceed to
the house of a Christian minister to soli-
cit baptism. The English chaplain, after
making close inquiry, being convinced of
of his sincerity, admitted him into the
church of Christ by baptism, and after
a few ejaculations of wonder at the
change, even his beathen comrvades left
him to pursue his course, ¢ strong in the
strength which God supplies, through his
eternal Son” While lus fellow-soldiers
almost all kept silence on the subject,
two or three zealots did indeed offer him
money if he would renounce his bap-
tism ; but be wisely preferred to hold
fast the faith of Christ. No consterna-
tion disturbed the peace of the Honora-
ble Company’s army because of the de-
fection of Prabhu Din, nor was the shock
of momentary surprise felt at the first
known inroad of Christianity into that
army in the slightest degree perceptible
beyond the orderly room of the 25th.
There, however, the adjutant kindled
into indignation at the unauthorized con-
version, and reported to his superior the
singular and unprecedented circum-
stance ; the Governor Generalin Coun-
cil also took fire, censured the chaplain
for having dared to baptize the sepoy,
and ordered a court of inguiry to be held
upon the case, in which court the con-
vertboldly,vet modestly and humbly,con-
fessed Christ; and then the Marquis of
Hastings, acting in his capacity of Gom-
mander-in-Chief, dismissed Prabhu Din
from the regiment, as disqualified for the
service by his profession of Christianity ;
but perhaps thinking to keep him quiet
and prevent unpleasant publicity, gave
the man is daily pay, and for some
time detained him a prisoner at large, in
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the neighbourhood of the former regi-
ments.”
THE RETRIBUTION.

The Times goes on to say :

% Now it isin this very Meerut that
three native regiments, three of those ve-
Ty sepoy regiments, have in one instant
fallen like beasts of prey upon the Eu-
ropean inhabitants, and spread rapine
and slaughter irto every nook of the ci-
ty. No more sepoys were known to be
converted, but after the vigilance of the
Company had done its utmost to keep
the very name of Christ out of sight and
hearing, those pampered pagans rose up
in amass to wreak death, and worse than
death, first upon the Christians of Mee-
rat, and then upon their brethren wher-
ever to be found. Henceforth Meerut
shall have a twofold dreadful fame; as
the scene of a_first solemn deed of per-
secution, by the combined authority of
the East India Company and the most
noble representative of the sword and
the sceptre of Fngland, and then again,
of that most fearful stroke of retribution,
under which scores of sufferers endured
the mockery of thatself-same army in its
mutiny, and rebuked the godlessness and
the timidity of men to whom Great Bri-
tain had intrusted the honor of her crown
and of her faith in [ndia”

The Church Missionary Intelligencer
concludes an article of several pages on
the same subject thus:

¢ We conclude, then, that as to the
grand concernment of becoming a con-
vert to Christianity, the sepoy was, in
the first instance, specially discouraged ;
and as might be expected, the spirit of
inquiry being unduly interfered with be-
came in the end specially indisposed ; so
that the mere rumor that Goverument
had changed its policy, and was about
to make him break his caste and become
a Christian by compulsion, was sufficient
to arouse all the bad passions of his na-
ture. e was first consigned to the pur-
petual ascendency ot a false religion, be-
cause it was considered that his remain-
ing a heathen was essential to English
interests, and then became bigoted and
impracticable ; and thus our policy, like
all other selfish acts, which, for the sake
of some present advantage, ignore high
and important principles, has reacted on
ourselves.

« 1t is a remarkable fact,and we leave
it with our readers to reflect upon, that
the military station where the insurrec-
tion first exhibited itself in its most ter-
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rific and merciless features and where
the first slaughter of ISuropeans, without
distinction of sex or age, was perpetrat-
ed, was this very same city of Meerut,
where the first sepoy, that we are aware
of, made public profession of his faith in
Christ, and was dismissed, as one dis-
qualified for service, from the ranks of
the native army.

“We introduce a weighty sentence
from Buchanan—¢ The toleration of all
religions and the zealous extension of
our own, is the way te rule and to pre-
serve a conquered kiugdom.” And we
add another—* To countenance false re-
ligions, and discourage our own, in the
hope of strengthening our influence, and
securing the affections of the natives, is
the surest way to forfeit the Divine bless-
ing, and deprive onrselves all we have
gained. Kings and Governments who
act with such mfidelity must expeet Bel-
shazzer's doom, * Thou art weighed in
balance, and art found wanting; thy
kingdom is departed from thee.” ”

« The nation has now to decide be-
tween these antagouistic principles of
Government. We have tried the wrong
course, and are now reaping its bitter
fruits. May the grace of repentance Le
given us, henceforth to choose the better
part.”

FEEJEE ISLANDS.

The Rev Samuel Waterhouse, Wesley-
an missionary,aives the following account
of a scene which he witnessed in the Fee-
jee Islands:—

“ I stood in the ¢ dancing-grounds’ of
the village, standing on the borders of a
beautiful bay. At my left hand was the
wide open sea, with the white-topped
reef wave in the distance; before me
was an extensive bay, with a beautiful
island gracing the scene; and behind
this was one of the most gorgeous and
charming landscapes I ever witnessed;
fertile plains, undulating ridges, and rug-
ged, precipitous mountains—the dense
forest, and the specks of cultivation—the
mouutain gorge, and the beautiful tropi-
cal sky—were all crowded into one view
that a Landseer would revel in. Atthe
beech was moored a fleet of ten large
war canoes, the smallest of which would
carry three hundred men. Behind me
was a little stream, on the banks of which
were a few square yards of level ground
which was studdeéd with ten boiling
springs, one of which, up to this eventful
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Sabbath, bad been sacredly set apart
for the preparation of human bodies for
the feasts cf cannibalism !

“ I stood, I say, upon the ¢ dancing-
grounds,” and under the shade of a large
sail-mat, fastened to three poles standing
in the ground. Before me were nine
other similar awnings. At a given sig-
nal,a wooden drum, which stood by my
side, and resembled a barrel with both
ends in, and a few staves out ; was beat-
en ; and a large conch-shell, whose notes
had been wont to call the tribes to the
battle-fieid, was blown ; and then those
large canoes appeared to be alive with
men, and hundreds were seen wading to
the shore, and then gathering around the
missionary. Who are these? They
are the once bloodthirsty warriors of Bau,
headed by their King. No longer is
their hand filled with the death-striking
club; but it grasps the ¢ book of peace.’
No longer are their features bedaubed
with blackness, nor their swarthy limbs
uncovered ; but they come with washed
faces and shaved chins, and garments
extending from the waist to the knee.
But why do they come? They were
only wont to tread these shores when
¢ their feet were swift to shed blood,
and their fiend-like craving cried for hu-
man victims. It was an errand of'peace
that brought them here,and tolisten to the
words of 'ife they come. But, see! Who
are those coming from the village with
the * Sacred Chief,’ with his hoary head,
and white flowing beard, and the high
priest of heathenism, at their head ?
Who are these descending yonder hill ?
Who are these coming in every path ?
They are the heathen tribes of Nasava-
sava coming up, tribe by tribe, to join
together, and for the first time tobow the
knee to the God of Heaven, and listen
to the life-giving word of peace and holi-
ness. Aud now they throng around me,
and seat themselves on the green sward
beneath the canopy of heaven, and fix
upon me their earnest eyes, whilst, wita
a heart stung to an intensity of feeling, I
tell them of * the Lamb of God which ta-
keth away the sin of the world.’

“ It was a bright and blessed Sabbath
morn. Qther men, one of whem is in
heaven, had laboured, and 1, too, had
gone forth there weeping; and now the
harvest time came.”

Mr Waterhouse makes the following
touching appeal on behalf of the Feejee-
ans:—

“ There are 150,000 Fecjecans—im-
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mortal—moving downward into the dark
valley of death, and the deep gulph of
eternity beyond, unenlightened,unwarn-
ed, unsaved. O that the churches of
Britain were acquainted with the piteous
thoughts that wring the hearts of Fee-
jee's missionaries! They would then
not allow us to kill ourselves with work ;
but they would make up our staff to
twenty.  They would say, ¢ Feejee shall
have twenty missionaries at whatever
cost, whatever sacrifice to ourselves.” 1If
the seven or cight missionaries who have
with God’s blessing, and under your
sanction, taught 45,000 cannibal Fecjee-
ans to hunger for the bread of life, can-
nct now satisfy that hunger, what can
they do for the great mass of Fejee,
which is, although perhaps overlooked,
perhaps forgotten, still heathen, and still
unsaved ?”

AFRICA.

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW
MISSION AMOXNG THE MATABELE
BY MR. MOFFAT.

The Directors of the London Mission-
ary Society having resolved to establish
two new missions among the Makololo
and Matabele, wrote to Mr Moflat, re-
questing that his son, Mr John Moffat,
might be their agent in establishing the
Jatter, and that he himself would accom-
pany him for a year. Qur readers will
remember that Mr Moffat has more than
once visited Moselekatze, king of the
Databele, the last time only a few years
ago. A letter has been received from
the Xuruman, dated 18th July, in which
Mr Moffat expresses greatjoy at the pros-
peciof the establishment of the mission,
and offers his own services, as requested.
Mrs Moffat cannot accompany him, bat
she ¢ will consider no sacrifice too great
for the accomplishment of an object of
such vast importance to the interior
tribes.” Moselekatze longed for mission-
aris, and would invariably say, when
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spoken to about teachers, ¢ You must
come ; I love you ; you are my father,”
&c.  Moselekatze may, however, be long
dead, as he was frail when Mr Mofat last
saw him. Mr Moffat says in regard to
his own health at present:—* As tomy
Ppresent state, it is such as any one might
expect from the nature of the work in
which I have been engaged—a head ja-
ded with study, and a heart often palpi-
tating with irregularity, from much anx-
jety in labouring to give a correct trans-
lation of the sacred volume in the See-
huana langnage, a work which has invol-
ved an amount of application for which
I was not prepared.  The incurable buz-
zing in my head still continues, but I
have got accustomed to it. 1 have had
exercise and manual labour too, some-
times more than I could have wished,
while the translation was in band, and
probably, but for that, I might have bro-
ken down altogether before the work was
completed.”

MISSIONS INNATAL AMONG TIIE ZULTS.

The annual report of the Mission of the
American Board among the Zulus, a
warltke branch of the Caffres, inhabiting
the mountains, west of Natal, gives an en-
couraging view of the progress of the
year. The war to which we referred
some time ago appears to be at an end.
Great improvement is taking place in the
condition of the females. The following
reference 1s made tothe present English

olicy :—

“ We have pleasing evidence that Eng-
land is looking with interest on the suc-
cess of christian missions inSouth Africa. A
large sum has been granted from the roy-
al treasury for the elevation ofthese bea-
then tribes, and the popular seantiment
in the mother country now secems to be,
that it is not only a saving of hfe, but
more economical in the end, to sustain
Christian institutions, even at great ex-
pense, than to maintain a standing ar-
my‘"

Rews of the Chureh.

AxoTHER LABOURER 1X THE FIELD.
—A pro re nate meeting of the Halifax
Presbytery, n connexion with the Pres-
byterian Church of Nova Scotia, was
held at Shubenacadie on the 24th ult,,
to receive trials for license of Mr John

McKinnon, who, after an absence of
about two years from the Province, has
retuined after completing his theological
course, at the United Presbyterian Hall
in Scotland, duly certified and transter-
red by the Presbytery of Edinburgh.
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The Presbytery baving been duly con-
stituted by the Rev J MecLean the Mo-
derator,Mr McKinnon proceeded to deli-
ver the trial exercises preseribed by the
Presbytery. These were as follows: An
expository and Practical Lecture on Isa-
iah ch. xlv. v. 22-25 ; a popular sermon
on 1 Cor ch. iii. v. 2, Cutical Exerci-
se¢ on Acts ch. ii. v. 26 and 27; Exami-
nation on Church History, Greek and
Hebrew; in ChurchHistory, Reformation
in England in Hebrew, the Book of Jo-
nah ; and in Greek, the New Testament
ad aperturam libri.

The Lecture and discourse were de-
livered, the Critical Exercise was read,
and the examination in Church History
conducted by question and answer.

Al the exercises afforded satisfactory
evidences of diligent preparation, and
proficient scholarship, and were, as tri-
als for license, unanimously sustained.

The Presbytery having reason to be
satisfied as regards the piety of Mr Mc-
Kinnon, and the purity of his motives
for secking admission to the Gospel mi-
nistry, and having received satisfactory
replies to the questions usually proposed
on such occasions licensed him to preach
the everlasting Gospel.

Suitable directions having been ten-
dered by the moderator, the young Bro-
ther was solemnly commended in pray-
er to the care and guidance of the great
Master above. May He furnish him
largely with the gifts of the Holy Spi-
rit, the true seal of the Great Commis-
sion, and make him the instrument of
winning many souls to Jesus and to Glo-
ry!

PrESBYTERY OF P1cT0U.~The Pres-
bytery of Pictou met pro re nata after
the funeral of the Rev Robert Blackwood
in Tatamagouche on Tuesday, 15th ult.
Mr Blackwood’s name was removed from
the roll, and the Rev James Watson,
who had previously been engaged to
preach at New Annan on the Sabbath
following, was appointed to intimate the
vacancy and improve the event to the
congregation. The Presbytery also en-
tered into arrangements for collecting
arrears due to Mr Blackwood, and also
for the future supplying of the congrega-
tion with preaching.

The Presbytery again met at Green
Hill on the 22nd, when the Rev George
Walker reported that, according to ap-
pointment of Presbytery, he had mode-
rgted in a call from the congregation of
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Central Church, West River, which had
come out unanimously in favor of the
Rev George Christie of Yarmouth.  The
said call was now laid upon the table of
Preshytery and sustained, und the Clerk
was appointed to transmit the same to
the Presbytery of Halifax, that it may
be proceeded with according to the rules
of the Church. A letter was read from
Mr Daniel Fraser, student of Theology,
intimating that from continued ill health
he had felt it his duty to relinquish his
desire of prosecuting his studies with a
view to the Holy Ministry. The Pres-
bytery expressed their sympathy with
him and their hope that the Great Head
of the Church might so far restore him
as to enable him to serve God in the mi-
nistry of his Son. The committee ap-
pointed at last meeting to correspond
with the brethren of the Prince Edward
Island Presbytery regarding the Church
at Charlotte Town reported their pro-
ceedings, and submitted to the inspection
of the Presbytery plans which they had
obtained for a building. The committee
was continued and directed to forward
the plans to the Island Presbytery and
farther correspond with them in carrying
forward the measure. Supply of preach-
ing from members of Presbytery wasap-
pointed to the congregation of New An-
nan during the months of January and
February, and by probationers for the
congregations of West River, Central
Church, West River, West Branch,
Last River, Mabou and Baddeck. Next
meeling was appointed to be held at An-
tigonishe for Presbyterial visitation on
Tuesday, 9th February, at 11 o'clock,
sermon by the Rev James Bayne.

Nosices,Acknowledgments,&¢

To OUR AGENTS AND SUBSCRIBERS.—
With our present number will be forward-
ed to our agents and subscribers bills for
the sums due by them up till the end of
the year. Should any errors appear in the
accounts parties are requested to point
them out without delay, but we would
more earnestly request that the amounts
due for the two last years be forwarded
without delay, and also that the amounts
for the present year be forwarded as speedi-
ly as possible.  We have just one word to
say to agents and subscribers, upon their
ciligence in oblaining subscriptions and their
punctuality in forwarding them during the
present year depends the question whether the
periodical shall be continued longer than the
present year. If from neglect on their parg
it should fail, we bave done our duty.
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The subscriber ackhowledges the snm
of £2 far Mission- to the Jews from an ano-
nymous contributor. who signs himself
** One who has robbed God,” and will em-
brace the earliest opportunity of forward-
ing it to the Preasurer of the United Pres-
byterian Church.

GrorGeE PATTERSON.

J. & J. Yorston acknowledgo receipt of
a box of goods from the Ladies of New
London and Campheltown, value £9 25 Is-
land currency, for the Forcign Mission.
Pictou, December 19, 1857,

Monies received hy the Treasurer from
20th Nov. ‘o 20th Dec 1857 :—

1857, Home Mission,
Nov 28—Baddeck, C.B. £4 0 0
Dec15—A Friend to Missions,
Forks, Middle River 10 0
Annapolis 300
Bridgetown 2 00
Union Hall 8. School, West Riv-
er, per Rev G. Patterson 1 10
One half of Donor’s prizes ut Ag-
ricultural Exhibition, per do. 10 0
Foreign Mission.
Dec 15—A Friend to Missions,
Forks, Middle River 10 0
A TFriend to Missions,
New Glasgow 5 0
Union Hall S. School, W. Rivert t 0
One-half of Donor's prizes at Ag-
ricultural Exhibition 10 0
S. School, U. S. Middle River 1 8 11
Mrs H. McDoull, Annapolis 5 0

The Agent acknowledges receipt of the
following sums for Christian Instructer and
Missinnary Register for the current yeur :—
George F. Johnston £0 5
Francis Beattie. juny, 10
Alexander Fisher
Rev Robert Sedgwick
Miss Stairs
W.J. Siairs
C. S. Wallis
Alexander McDonald
John Stairs
Fo=ter Hagar
Duncan R. Creelinan
John W. Kennedy
Mr Kirk
John 5. McLean
Miss Simm
George McCarthy
David Fulton 3
Gammell & Tupper
Edward Joyce
Mrs Robson
Rev H. McKay
Rev R. S. Patterson
Rev James Byers
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Boards, Standing Commit-

tees, &¢.

Bourd of Home Misz*ons.—Rev Professor
Ross, Rev Messrs Patterson, McGilvray
and Walker, together with Messrs John
McKenzie, Roderick McGregor and Sam-
uel Cameron, Ruling Elders. Rev George
Patterson, Secretary.

Bourd of Foreign Missions.—Rev Messrs
Baxter, Kier, Roy, Walker, Bayne, Wat-
son, and Waddell,and Messrs Jasper Crow,
Kenneth Forbes, R. McGregor, M Archi-
buld. John Adamson and E. Langille, Rul-
ing Elders. Secretary, Rov J. Bayne.

Seminary Board.—The Professors, ex
officio. Rev Messrs McCulloch, Baxter,
E. Ross, Wyllie, Cameron and McKay,
and Messrs Robert Smith, David McCur-
dy. Isauc Fleming, William McKim, Flem-
ine Blanchard, Joan Currie, and Adam
Dickie. Mr McCulloch, Convener; Rev
E. Ross. Secretary.

Commnittee of Bills and Overtures—~Rev
Messrs Bayne, Roy, and McGilvray, and
My Jas. McGregor. Mr Bayne, Convener.

Commttee for Friendly Conferenee with
Committees of other Presbyterian Churches.
—The Moderator, Rev Messrs J. Ross,
Sedgewick, Bayne, Cameron, McSregor,
Smith, McCulloch and Baxter, and Messrs
S. Creelman, R. McGregor and M. Archi-
bald. Ruling Elders.

General Treasurer for all Sgnodical Funds,
—Abram Patterson, Esq., Pictou,

Receivers of Contributions to the Schemes of
the Chlurch.—James McCallum, Leq., P 1
Isiand, and Mr Robert Smith, Merchant,
Truro.

Committee to Audit Accounts—Rev Geo.
Walker and Messrs Roderick MeGregor,
and Alex. Fraser, of New Glasgow. Rev
G. Walker, Convener.

Agent for the Christian Instructor and Mis-
tonaryRegister.—Mr James Barnes. Halifux.

Terms of the Instructor and
Regisler.

IxsTrUCTOR and REGISTER, single co-
pies, s each. Any person ordering six
copies, and becoming responsible for six
copies, will receive one free.  For Register,
single copies, 1s 6d each, six copies to one
ddress at 1s 3d each. Oneadditional sent
for every twelve copies ordered. Where
parties wish them addressed singly, 1s6d
will be charged.

Communications to be addressed 10 the
Rev George Pauterson, Alma Way Office,
West River, and must be forwarded before
tha 10th of the month preceding publicae
tion. Small notices may be sent to him or
the Rev P. G. Mc¢Gregor, Halifax, up till
the 22nd.

Orders and remittances to be forwarded
to Mr James Barnes. Remittances may
also be sent to the Synod Treasurer.
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" PREPARING FOR PUBLIGATION
MEMOIR

AXND

A FEW REMAINS

or THE

REV. JAMES M'GREGOR, D. D.,
COMPILED BY
fis Grand-son, the Rev. Greovge Patterson.

« MNILS volume will consist of a Memoir embracing all of his Autobiography that

has been preserved, with a larze number of facts and incidents collected with

J much labor from various souxcus, not only illustrating his character and labors,

£ but also exhibiting the state of Nova Scotia in its carly ~(~1lluncut and also a few
of his Remains, Louaxaun" of Letters, Pamphlict on Slavery, Lssay on the Millenni-

Q um, &e.

{;1 The whole will form a handsome volume of between 400 and 450 pages. The

,@ price will be 4s. 6d. to subscribers, and 6s. to non-subscribers.

ﬁ It is not intended to publish before some time next year, but it js desired that
subseription lists be returned at an eariy day, that it may be known what number
of copics it may be necessary to put to press, and also, because should the number
) be sufliciently large, it will enable the author to reduce the price. o persons ta-

> king cherge of subser iption hists, every tenth copy will be gratis.
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PRIZE ESSAY ON MISSIONS

2 @o the Students of the Presbpterian Ehurel) of Nova Srotia.

Anciteam, for the best Essay on the following sutjecet, viz :—

.

iu the New 1lebrides 7

Scotia.

Qé The Adjadicators are the Rev Professor Keir, 1. D., the Rev Professor Swmith,

(i and the Rev James Bayne, Seeretary of the Mission Board.

Q The Essays to be lodged with the Adjudicators on or before the 1st day of Febra- ¢
ﬁ ary, 1838,  Iach Essay to be fuseribed with a motto ; and to be du.onmdnu.d with 7
X a sealed letter cn«.lo;m-- the name and address of the writer, and also the same mot- 2

.

to as that inseribed on the Essay.

The Essays not to exceed 32 pages 12 mo. long primer type.
3@&9@@'\? N RN N I S N A TR AL ACATRGRGE

x PRIZE of FIVE POUNDS sterling (£5) is offered by the Misstonavies on ‘:,j'

“ What are some of the principal causes on account of which there is so much &
dlﬂnull) in oblaining missionaries for the heathen 5 and what are some of the most
g likely means of lunomw those causes; with a special refevence 1o the doty and abi- ¥
ﬁ lity of the Presbyterian “Church of Nova Scotia to extend her mis ssionary operations ¥

The competition for the prize to be opon to all the students, theological, philoso- ,j',_
{i plucxl classical, or others, wunu.l-on with the Presbyterian Clrurch of Nova §

The Issay to which the prize may be awarded to be the property of the Board
é of Missions ; and to be avuilable far publication as the Board way think wost proper. 3
?




