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THE PRESBYTERIAN.

FEBRUARY, 1868.

UNSTRUMENTAL music in
oar public service is onc of
3 those questions which are
most judiciously settled by
being in a great degree left
to the sound common sense
of congregations themselves. It
appears too evident that prolonged
discussion on this point before
the Church Courts has a most
prejudicial effect, and when we see
‘the heart burnings, bitterness and ill feeling
which it has stirred up, and which con-
Hinue to be eshibited in the Canada Pres-
ibyterian Church in relation to it, we can-
not help congratulating our own Church,
that it has been settled so wisely and that
the decision of the Synod bas been marked
by so much calmness and reason. There
are, and must be, differences of opinion on
this, as on other questions; practices (law-
Jul in themselves) which may be not only

armless, but actually bencficial, under
beertain circumstances, may be positively in-
gjurious in others. The effects of carly edu-

gopinion, the subtle and appreciable, although
hindefinable, influence exerted over the minds
gof communities by vague and unexpressed
grears on all sides of something :nonstrous
gspringing out of new modes of doing things,
gelthough these fears could not be put in
3shape, or their nature deseribed, have much
gto do with this, and inspire a dread of
&' innovations,” which has a favourable as
gcell as an unfavourable side. It helps to
Scep back men from rushing into novelties,
kirom running into extravagancies, and from
gchanging about from one thing to another,
Bwavenng, unsettled and driven about with
gevery breath of fancy. Itisa potent safe-
Fguard, and to this uawillingness to depart
wfrom old forms, the Church of Scotland
govwes much of the dignity and secmnliness
gwhich attach to the procecdings of her
g Courts. To the want of reverence for old

tion, the prevailing atmosphere of local -

dom of ages, and for customs descending
from past gencrations, may be attributed
the ceaseless changes among the Americans
of the United States, and the numerous
sects and beliefs which prevail among them.
They are the type of restlessness, as the
Freuch Canadian resisting every improve-
ment, content with the rude implements of
his forefathers, and satisfied, in spite of
every evidence to the contrary, of the
superiority of his autiquated fashions, is
the type of immobility. Need we follow
cither of these examples?

A pamphlet * containing reports of the
discussions which took place in the Pres-
bytery of the Canada Presbyterian Church
in Montreal, and in their Synod held at
"Toronto, has been forwarded to us. The
pamphlet will not be without its use :f it
serve to bring the question more clearly be-
fore the public, but we should have liked to
have seen more full reports of the spceches
of thosc who opposed the overture on the
subject which was brought before the Sy-
nod. The proceedings in that Court were
not reported at any length in the Toronto
papers, which probably accounts for this
detect, and is the more to be regretted as
the arguments on that side here contxined
are of the weakest possible deseription.
We do not intend to enter at length into
the arzuments brought up, and which are
to some cxtent reproduced in the preface in
a condcased form. But we may say in
passing, that the preface, while 1t might
have been written with a little more of the
spirit of forbearance to those who are
opposed to the views of the writer, yet
brings the points on which its argumens
turns, clearly and ably before the reader.
The argument in brief is: The use of a2
musical instrument in leading Divine
praise is either right or wrong. If right,
allow congregations to use it, where the

* The QOrgan Question. Line upon line or

Instrumental Music in Presbyterian Churches.

gRostitutions, for old practices, for the wis- | Montreal : Murray & Co.
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doing so will not cause division; if wrong,
prolibit its use altugether.  In the case of
the Canada Rresbyterian Chureh, a middle
course has been attempted.
tion from another body, in which an urzan
was employed, souzht admission.
case was investizated, and the decision
come to was, thut thut coungregation
should be rceeived, anl allowed to con-
tinue the use of the instrument.
Synod of the Canida Preshyterian Church
therefore declared that there was nothing
wrong in the use of an orean, on the
ground, among others; that it could not be
made a term of communion. If not wrong,
it is argued, why prohibit a unanimous
congregation from cmploying one also in
their Church?  And this is avery natural
enyuiry. The evil, it evilit be, was allowed
by the Synod in one case. Its use was
sunctioned, and before a different decizion
couid be come to, by which it couid be de-
clared, with any show of decency. a thing
malum (e se, it was peeessary to order its
rewoval from the Church in which it had
been allowed to rematn. This 1s the sum
of that partof the arzument, and ic is difi-
cult to see how it can be met.  Qur own
Church provides tnat no orzan can be
forced upon a congregation, which doesnot
wish to have it, but ax little interference as
possible, is the rule that hasbeen folioweld.
And this has had the best results. We
believe that were preper puins taken to en-
courage congregational singing. and a pro-
per leader obtained, no great need would be
felt of other assistance.  Bat there are many
difficultics in the way, the last heing the

most formidable, as it is very diflicult to |
obtain the services of a properly qualified °

In

leader, who is also a gnod teacher.
country places it is, except in the few cases
in which the exception proves the rule.
simply impossible. There is. on the other
bhand, scarcely a country congregation in
which several ladies could not be found to
lead with an instrument. which could be
procured ata small cost. That this has
been done in several country congregations

may be seen from the Church Agent's |

report, which shows that twelve instruments
arc in use. Of these we know from other

sources, only two arc organs; the others |

being melodeons.  St. Aundrew’s Church,
Montreal, and St. Andrew’s Church, To-
ronto, have these two. The first, which has
been upwards of six months in use, is the
onc in Montreal. It is a magnificent in-
strument of great power, and it has cffected
a great improvement.  The one in Toronto

2\ congrega- '

The |

The !
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bas only recently been finished, and is
spoken of by the lueal newspapers in high
terms.

But the chief end and aim of congrega-
tional singing is the worship of God, truly,
devoutly and sincercly, and when this is
! done frum the Leart the end is accomplish-

| ced.  Yet why should we be satisfied with
the imperfect rendering of this praise?

Because the rude notes of the untutored
voice are acceptable to the Searcher of
hearts, is that a reason why we should be
slovenly and careless in coming iuto His
presence? 1 wecan do better why not try ?
Time was when the settler went to Church
in his shirt sleeves, and paid no attention
to outward respeet for the house of God,
but as education spread, and comforts
sprung up around him, he learned to appear
with lus fellow worshippers differently ar-
rayed.  Tiume was, in many parts of the
country still 1s, when the little rough log
shanmty was deemed amply sufficient for
comfort, and the blackened stumps, and the
slash fence of the litde clearing everything
that could be wanted for a view. The
families lived happily, and with devout
hearts lifted up their thanksgiving to G d,
the giver of every good aund perfect gift.
Are they less happy or less devout now,
beeause the rude plenty of these days, the
rough and unsightly clearings, the bare log
hut, with its crevices plastered over or
stuffed with moss to keep away the cold,
and to whose door the crops came closely
up, have given place to the trim meadow,
the well appointed table, the handsome
! frame or brick houce, surrounded by a
| fragrant flower warden, and clothed i
. summer with climbing plants, while inside
{ may be seen and heard the piano and the
! cound of music? No one, we think, will
" contend  that they are.  And in this pro-

aress are the [ouse of God and its service
i to be neglected ? Because it was ordered
l
t
i
]
I
I

{
|
i
|
t

that from the ignorance of the people and
the scarcity of books the psalm was to be
read out hine by line, so that all might join,
are we bound to continue this practice
when knowledge is extended aud books are
cheap? “See now,” said David, “Ldwell in
: a housc of cedar, but the ark of God dwel-
i leth in curtains.”  Are we not bound to
! give Him the best we can? Whether our
| voices are led in Church by an organ, or by
! a precentor, or by a choir, the plain duty of
| cach onc is to shew forth His praisc as well

as he can. No onc can dispute this, and

the mere manncr of accomplishing it is
i certainly a matter of minor importance, so
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long as the means used are right. If the
organ or the choir, or both together, usurp
the place of the congregation, and sing for
them, then they should be dispensed with.
But which ever way is best found to lead
the whole congregation to join together in
the song of praise should be adopted by
cach congregation, of course under the due
restrictions imposed by our Presbyterian
form of Church Government. And this is
the course sanctioned by our Synod, the
mest just and, therefore, the wisest decisic.:
that could have been arrived at.

HEN noticing the present-
ation of the Church
agent’s report tu the Synod
in June lust, we promised
to return to the subject on
some future occasion. We
are ablc to redeem our pro-
mise now to advantage,
as, the report being printed,

we can morce casily comprehend all its
matter and more fully appreciate its merits. |
Mr. Croil has in this production rendered i
ignal serviee to our Churcly, and not only |
to her but also to the country at large, by |
o valuable a contribution to its history. |
There was a time when our Church oc- !
cupied & comparatively more conspicuous |
position in Canada than she dues to-day,
and when her ministers and members played
no unimportaut part in the affuirs of the colo-
ny, so that her carly history is intimately
interwoven with that of the whole commu-
nity.  Whilst we are on this subject we
are tempted to notice one statement in this
book which is most interesting, namely,
that on page 77, which says that the Church
barely missed engaging the services of the
late venerable Bishop of Torontoe, who at |
one time made proposals to become the
minister of St. Gabriel Street Church, Mon-
treal.  Tmagination taxes hersdf in vain
to conceive what the result might have been
to our Church had that application, of
which we believe there exists a notarial
copy 1n this city, been suceessful. Excellent
men we had and have in the ministry of
cur Church, but nonc possessing the encrgy
and activity of ming, or the taste and dis-
position for semi-political life displayed by
Bishop Strachan, which contributed so
much to the prosperity and agerandizement
of the Protestant Lpiscopal Church in this
country.

These are not the first leaves our author

has gathered iv the ficld of bistorical liter-
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ature, he having already some yesrs ago, in
a sketch of the county of Dundas, contri-
buted a chapter to the history of our coun-
try. Butwe funcy that, pleasunt though it
may have been to him to trace the carly
history of the county in which Providence
has cast his lot, the compiling of this docu-
ment has been a work still more congenial
to his taste, as, being fondly attached to our
Church, we believe the subject was one
which far more engaged his heart, as he
knew he was serving her interests most
effcctually in this work. Mr. Croil has
laid our Church under the decpest obliga-
tions by his zeai and devotion to her inter-
ests as an elder, as an enlightened and far-
seeing agzent, and now as her historian. We
hope ke will pardon us tor speaking out
thus plainly whilst he is still within hear-
ing. We do not utter the tanguage of
mere compliment in so speaking, but the
sincere iad earnest fecling of our Church
at large; and we do ot sympathise with
that false delicacy so prevaient in the lite-
rary world which retfuses to a man the just
achnowledzment of his werits until aiter
bis death.  Thoswe 1nust bave been words
of deep satire which the greatest, of all
carthly judzes of human nature put into
thie wouth of Mark Antony :

“ The evil that men do lives after them

The goud s oft interred with their bones.”

We fancy that thissentence was meant to
convey a sly sarcasm at the expense of
Bratus; for Shakespeare could not have
committed the blunder of putting these
words in thenr literal sense iuto the mouth
of so knowing a man as he characterized
Antony, in the face of the popular adage as
well known thenasnow = Demartuis nil nise
bonem.”  We do not wait to enquire why
it is that during their lifetime men never
receive the acknowledgment their merits
deserve, and when, if it is on ail hands felt
to be deserved. it would be both a satisfac-
tion and encouraginent. but we fear the
explanation is not very creditable to the
race. We should like Mr. Croil to be as-
sured, whilst he is living and has still the
prospect of a long life before him, and
whilst 1t may be a gratification to him, that
he cnjoys the warmest gratitude of the
Church for the manifold and valuable sex-
vices he has rendered her, especially during
the last two years, in visiting cvery con-
gregation within her bounds, and in some
cages even the individual famihies of the
congregations, in  counselling and encour-
aging them iu their difficultics, in aiding
them to obtain a more perfect organization,
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enlisting specially the sympathies of the
lay members of the Church as being one
of themselves, and tuking common sense
views of things, and finally in drawing up
this report at a cost of great labour and
correspondence and research—and al! this
gratuitously !

The report is divided into seven parts.
The first embraces an historical sketch of
the 126 congregations on the Synod Roll,
written in an agreeable, lively style, and
it is this section which will pussess
especial interest for the general reader. It
covers 108 pages, nearly two-thirds of the
entire book, and we expect to hear that the
perusal of it has afforded as much satisfac-
tion to many others as it has to us.
When we say that we never rose from our
seat until we had devoured it all, and that
the pages of Dickens or Thackeray never
so fascinated us or lured us on oblivious
of time into the “Wee sma’ hours ayont
the twal” some may blame our taste as
peculiar, but we would have them judge of
1t for themselves, and after they have fin-
ished it we will be glad to hear from them
if they are disappointed. We trust this
little volume will find its way into every
Presbyterian family, not only in Canada
but also in Scotland, as we can fancy this
historical resumé must possess especial in-
terest for the ministers and people of Scot-
land, almost all of whom are connected by
family or professional ties to this country.
There is a broad catholicity about 1t,
which, whilst it is ostensibly got up in the
interest of aur own section of Presbyteri-
anism, will give it a hearty welecome in the
homes of all the other sectivns as well, as
theirearliest history isidentical withourown.
We notice a few important errors in dates,
names, &ec., in those parts of it with which
we are ourselves personally acquainted, but
which were prebably unavoidable, consid-
ering the sources whence the information
must have been in many cases obtained.
And if any who notice such errors will do
what our author asks hisreaders as a kind-
ness to do, that is, write and inform him
on such points, these can be corrected in
the second edition, which will no doubt be
soon called for.

The sccond section—statistics of the
several congregations—is that which gives
it a special value to our own Church.
Now for the first time, we are furnished
with complete statistics which may be re-
lied upon as a near approximation to the
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they will put us in possession of valuable:
data in regard to what may be reasonably

expected from the Church in any matter.

This section will have particular interest

for the elders and managers of each con-

gregation, and in default of their not pro-
curing a copy of the report at their own

expense, we suggest that each Session and

Board of Managers supply their members

with copies at the expeuse of the congrega-

tion. Money could not be more profitably

invested, as it would in the greater intelli-
gence and stronger church feeling created,

bring in compound interest, very soon re-
paying the outlaid principal. There is
only one item of the statistics collected by

the agent that is withheld from the pub-

lic, and that is, the arrears in which congre-
gations stand to their ministers. Some
will be, we daresay, disappointed in this.
There was perhaps a justifiable leniency in_
throwing a veil over these delinquencies in
the first publication of statistics. But
defaulting congregations cannot expect that
they shall be always treated so gingerly,
and we trust they will take warning and
mend their ways before the issuing of an-
other such Report.

The third section contains General Re-
marks on the Statistics, on Stipend, Ar-
rears, the number of Families, Communi-
cants, Sunday Schools, Prayer Meetings,
Sunday Collections, Ilome Mission Scheme,
Ministers’ Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund,
Bursary Scheme, French Mission Coatri-
butions, Reports, Churches, Manses,Glebes,
and Debt, Worship and Psalmody, and
Queen's College, which the reader will do
well to ponder, for they arc both wise and
suggestive.

We have next a list of ministers and
others who have studied at Qucen’s Col-
lege, followed by statistics of that Institu-
tion and Morrin College, and by general
remarks ou union with the Presbyterians
and our relations to the Parent Church.

The last scction of this valuable little

' book of 172 pages contains a list of all the

ministers who have been connceted with
our Church from its first planting in the
Province till the past year, with 2 notice
of the place where they studied, the
date of their ordination, and the sphere
which they occupied, &ec.
The cost of getting up a book embrac
ing so many figures in such a good style o
workmanship is so great that it is impossi

reality. Aud the importance of possessing | ble that it should be sold at a lower pric

such statistics cannot be over-cstimated, as i than 50 cents.

But, we believe, no on
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will gradge that small sum for such a re-
pertory of information, which will no
doubt be a work of reference that will be
regarded with wonder and interest by our
grand-children’s great-grand-children, and
we are confident, our ministers and people
will show their appreciation of the author’s
labour and enthusiasm in compiling it, by
seeking to give it a circulation the widest
possible.  We are sure in no other way
can they afford him greater gratification, as
they will thus be scattering broad-cast the
seed which he has prepared ready to their
bands.

E are glad to hear that a
large number of orders have
come in for the new series
of the Juvenile Presbyter-
ian and organ of the Juven-
ile Mission of our Church,
This is as it should be, for
the editors have spared no
expense to place in the

; hands of the children and
youth of our Church a missionary period-
iealsecond to none of thekind published else-
where.  They are even issuing it at a lit-
tle below cost for the good of the Chureh,
and in order that it may be within the
rcach of all.  Copies have been sent to
every minister in Canada and in the
Lower Provinces, with special letters in-
volving a further outlay in the way of pos-
tage, and in many instances there has
been no response.

Should this be s0? Does it not seem
to indicate a strange apathy and want of
mnterest in churceh efforts as well as 2 want
of attention to the detailsof business? for
a prepaid letter by those engaged in a
labour of love on a matter of interest to
all, and particularly to the young at least,
demands an answer. This will be a trial
year for this interesting children’s paper,
and unless every conaregation supports

.it the editors will not be encouraged to
continue it, besides being out of pocket at
the end of the year.

We therefore make a special appeal to
every minister, superintendent, and father
of a family to help to extend its circulation;
we have no hesitation in saying that being
the only children’s paper published in the
Dominion of Canada, and being our own
paper, equal in price and attractiveness to
any other issued clsewhere, it odght to be
taken by cvery family connected with our
Church, in preference to all others.
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It will be seen that we have, as usual at
this season, given up a considerable portion
of our space to reports of the Anniversary
Meetings of the Religious Socicties in
Montreal.  Through the kindness of a
friend in India we are able also this month
to give full reports of addresses delivered in
Bombay by Dr. McLeod and others, which
we are sure will be read with interest. To
do this, we have been obliged to give 40
pages, and yet have not been able to get
all our matter in. In the absence of any
remarks of our own this month on the sub-
Ject, we reprint an article on Colleges from
the Kingston Duily News. We may pro-
bably have something to say on this question
next month,

We have much pleasure in again calling
attention to *“ The Monthly Record,” an
interesting and well conducted religious
periodical.  As the regular orean of our
Church in the Lower Provinces, it com-
mends itself to all who feel an interest in
the Canadian Branches of the Church of
Scotland.  The sclected matter is also ex-
cellent and instructive. The annual sub-
seription is only 621 cents, and can be sent
to Mr. T'. A. Gibson, Montreal, or to Mr.
John Paton, Kingston, Ont., the latter of
whom will forward specimen copies on ap-
plication.

Songs of Praise for Sabbath-schools, with
Music, at -40 cents per dozen, can be had
from John Lovell, Montreal; also, Teach-
ers’ Class Roll Books.

SPECIAL APPEAL.

Extracts from letlers ws reference to the Circu-
lars issued by the Temporalities, Board, ap~
pecling to the Church ut large to supply
the luss of revenue resulling from lhe sus-
pension of the Commercial Bank.,

Believing that it would be wrong to mon-
opolize the gratification experienced from the
perusal of the large number of letters iiat
have accompanied this splendid manifesta-
tion of esprit dr corps, and in compliance with a
generally expressed desire for full information in
the matter of the special Appeal, the Secretary
pro tempore trusts that he shall not be charge-
able with breach of confidence in placing beforo
the readers of the Presbyterian the following
brief extracts.  The perusal of them will do ug
all good.

“The Misses (Neil) Mclntosh have much
pleasure iu sending the treasurer of the Homo
Mission Fund of the Church of Scotland, the
sum of $143, bLeing part proceeds of & bazaar
beld Hy thews and their puplls?
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#1 authorize you to deduct $19 from my next
paymeat. I have limited the sum sent thus to
you, to enable me to do & little by way of ex-
ample, besides, among our people here.

Jaues T. Pave.”

t Please find enclosed a cheque for $20, to
be acknowledged in the Presbyterian as from
‘a member of St. Andrew’s congregation,
Kingston.'”

The Reverend Alexander Lewis—retired
minister—by retura of post, replies thus :(—% [
have just received your circular suliciting as-
sistance to pay the annual allowance tu our
young winisters, who, by the failure of the Com-
mercial Bank will be partly deprived of their
accustomed incomes. 1 therefure send you 312
as my contrihution.”

Mr. Myloe, Smiths’ Falls, weites: 1 was
much gricved at the disaster attending the
Bank failure. It is not a good time to canvass
the congregation, but I s*nd you $25 fur the
ohject referred 10 in your circular on belialf of
the congregation.” Mr. Camclun of Guderich,
sends $30, regrets that circular Jdid not reach
him sooner, says he will do wlat Le can tv in-
crease the contribution, anl wishes us God
speed. Mr. Clark of Oimstown says : ¢ the
circulars are distribrted, your letter was read
from the pulpit, Lofin amd ull, and, to give in-
stant effect to the whole, my clders and mana-
gers are to meet to-day to consider what is

best to he done, andhuwtndo it. We are strain-

ing our utmost liberality in preparing to Luild
a new chureh,toecost 37000, andwhich wearere-
solved to pay for oursclres. We have just sent
away S70 to the Bible society. Last sumner
we collected $61.30,fur Sablath Schiool purposes,
and S75 fur atabletinmemory of my predecessor.
But we will try and do our partin this also,
and if God opens our hearts you shall recvive
cheerfully all that we can collect by the 20th.”

Mr. Morrison of Owen Sound, acknowledging
receipt of circular says: “ it stirs one like a
bugle blast. e are certaiuly in a poor posi-
tion to do anything tuward the Home
Mission Fund. e bave had enough to Jdo to
struggle through the year. But the Church
has been kind to us in our weakness and the
appeal to me at least, is irresistible and so I at
once authorize you to deduct $25 from my
January payraent. Success to the effort!”

Mr, Paton of St. Andrews’, Montreal, announ-
ces the crowning effort of that congregation
thus : “ As I told you before the practical men
of Montreal would jusily, quistly cnquire how
much was proposed to be raised and then give

what they conceived to be their proportion.
Learning that $8000 was asked, they no doubt |
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naturally said, ¢if St. Andrew’s Church raises

one fourth of the required sum they are shewing

their interest in the work of the Church and
in the cause of her ministers. The sum of our
collections for this special purpose is S1882, to
which may be added $143 from the Misses Mc
Intcsh, making in all $2025. This work has
all reen done in the course of two or three
day: through the agency of a Yeung Men’s
Associntion, which had been formed a few
week’s previously.”  Mr., Mullan of Clarke
sending 6 from'one of uis Sabibath Schools for tho
Home Mission Fund, adds * T laid the commu-
nication from the Bourd betore my session and
they agreed to canvass the congregation ; you
mity expect the result in due time.” This from
Hamilton : * Our collection yesterday for the
Home Mission Fund, notwithstanding the
stormy day was 3124, ¢ The guid auld Kirk o’
Scotland is nae in ruins yet!” The session
unanimou-ly promise to implement by persona

exertion what is lackiug in the congregational
contr.bution.”  Mr. McLennan sends $25 from
Malmur as the orduary contribation required
by the Board fur the half year, and adds, “ 1
Lhave received the dircular, and will set the
session tu wurk.  Youu may expect atout as
much mote towards the sprcial appeal now being
made throughout the Church.” Dr. Jenkms
says:  We collected yesterday $300. With
vur collection in Octuber we shall be able, I
think, tu rennt to the Board 31000. The time
way wotne when we shall do better®  The con-
gregation of Peterbury’ sent, in Uctober, $50
fur the Home Missivn Fund. They bave also
paid the §30 required by the Board to their
Minister.  Mr. Dennistoun  thus | announces
what they will dv in addelion, in reply to the
appeal : ¢ Our pevple will give 325 to aid in
meeting all the January payments. They wall
give a like sum of 325 for the payments due in
July, making S50 in all to mect the Bank fail-
arec. When you consider that we are just now
raising funds to Lwld a manse wbhich will re-
quire $1800 or 52000, and also that we wish
to avuid interfering with vur annual contribu-
tions to the schemes of the Church, you may
perhaps give us credit for doing our share m

the present difliculty.”

Mr. McLeod of Williams says: ¢ My people
had just cuntributed the half yearly sum of 3235
requ.red by the Board fur the Ilome Mission Fund
when the circulars reached this. On the night
of Friday last the roof of our Church was car-
ricd away by the storm. This accident has
entailed cbusiderable expense on us, and the
completion of the manse has cost us a large
amount,nevertbeless I have made an earnestap
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peal to my people and hope it will be cordially
responded to.

Mr. Bell of Clifton, sends $45. ¢ This is 325,
the ordinary contribution of my congregation
for the balf year, for the Home Mission Fund,
and a special contribution of $20 for the pre-
sent difficulty. We collect quarterly for the
Schenes, the amount raised being chargeable,
first, with S50 for the Home Mission; second,
$20 for the Widow's, &c. Fund, and then third:
if any thing remains a contribution to the
other schemes. We bhave as yet scarcely
been able to make out annually the $70 for
the first and secund, but the Sabbath school
has given somecthing to the other schemes.”
Mr. Campbell, St. Gabriel, mentions that ¢ the
day appointed for taking up the collection
was uniortunately most inclement, otherwise
more would bave been received, but Mr. Dar-
ling has on band, subject to your order, $130,
this is of course uver and above the amuunt we
calculated to raise duting the jear by our Mis-
sionary agency.” Mr, David Allan on behalf
of the congregation uf Guelph frees the Board
from any payment to its minister in 1368, thus
placing at our disposal $130. “ But for having
been taxed to carry out sundry improvements to
Church and Manse, they would cheerfully have
given more.”

Mr. Thomson of Reofrew, intimates a sub-
scription of $73.60 ¢ in favour of the unfortun-
ate 37 winisters who were likely to feel un-
comfortable at losing their half yearly allow.
ances by the suspension of the Bank."”

Mr. McLennan sends S14, which, added to 33¢ |

forwarded a short time befure, makes 330 for
Whithy, it is added, ¥ if possible we shall sead
you S15 or $20 in the end of January when we
hold our annual Missivnary Meeting.” This
we have from Ottawa. ¢ The circulars have
been distributed. A mecting of Session was
held, at whick a Committee was appuinted to
canvass the different wards of the city. All
seera animated by the desire to render as much
aid as possible,” Mr. Ircland writes from
Kingston, “ Our Session afier due deliberation
decided upon making & Sabbath day collection
towards assisting 1in making up the deficiency
caused by the failure of the Commercial Bank.
I heg now to enclose a draft of $285.50, of
which, the sum of $10 coutributed by the theolo-
gical students ¢f Queen’s College will be ac-
knowledged as from them. In addition, Ibeg to
state that the managers of the congregation re-
linquish their claim upon the Temporalitics’
Board for the January payment of $100, (the $25
half yearly subscription having been already sent
tothe Board) to their minister. This will make

\
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$375.50 from our congregation” Add to this
$20 from a member of the congregation,
as above sta’ted, and we have in all $405
from Kingston. From Richmond, Mr. Mullan
writes thug,—¢ In compliance with your re-
quest, I hasiened to do what I could, and aow
send you $15. The amount is very small, ag
they were just engaged in collecting the salary.
Trusting that every congregation will do more
or less, &c. &c." The minister of Elgin, Mr.
Cochrane, enclusing $14.50 adduional, says,
T got the managers to goround amongst the
people. Small as it is, it would have b en
smaller if it had been taken up by a collection
in the Church.  We muast just take what we
can get, and be thankful”  (llere follows a lot
of Ifebrew, which the Secretary pro fem does
not understand, but is dispused to put the most
liberal construction on it.)

As for the guing ruwad principle, we under-
stand 2hat thorvughly, and perfectly agree with
We want a great deal more
“ gy rownd " in all our wongregations,

Mc. Thom of Woolwich seuds 325, Though ve
apolozy was required, e adds: ¢ Considering
that this is the sceasun of settling anaual ac-
cuunts, and that many rich pevple ag well as
poor, in our county are sufterers by the suspen-
sion of the Commercial Bank, our congregation
have done more than was expectled.”

Dr. Urqubart states that the congregation of
Cornwall—already credited in our Books with
$30— has subscribed 330 more, and may yet
make it S100. The weather has been against
us for country movements.” Mr. William M.
Jlack of Muntreal reports that at his mission
station in Griffintuwn, secently established, “a
collectivn fur the Temporalities’ Fund, was
taken up, which amvanted to $18; a lady in-
terested in the missivn made it up to 320.7
Nut least wourthy of mention, is the sum
of $6, sent by Mr. Jumes Barnes from
the vacant Cungregation of Pittsburg, with
the touching note “ owing to the disappoint-
ment our congregation bas susteined in the
luss of their pastor, we find it very difficult
to do anything, and utterly mpossible to do
much.”

The minister of a Western congregation re-
mitting $13, regrets that the sum is so small,
“but! could do no more; seseral unblushingly
refused to give a single cent: but we will take
up another collection this winter for the same
object.” Mr. Murray who has recently beer
inducted to the charge of Mount Forest remts
$33 and bopes to send more. He says,—* I
have bad much pleasure in collecting. Every
one of my people is ar~ious to do what he can

our correspundent,
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for the fund, and regrets he cannot do more.”
The recently inducted minigter of Laprairie
gays—* our few and scattered, but garnest-
hearted people have donea little more than you
asked them to do. I now enclose $18 towards
the special appeal fund, in addition to the
small sum formerly remitted.” Mr. Jawmnes B.
Cushing, with bis remittance of $57.30 from
Cbatham ond Grenville, remarks,—* [ think
the people have fulfilled your expectations:
and if every congregation in the Church has
contributed in proportion to their means I have
no doubt the Board will be able to do as they
earnestly desire by cvery minister on the first
of Junuary.” The minister of L'Ovigual regrets
that his contribution is not larger. e thinks
the crisis of the Commercinl Bank will do us all

good by calling forth the sympathies of our peo- ’

ple,” and adds “I have introduced the schedule
system iu collecting for the schemes, and find
that it is going to work very well.” Mr. Watson
of Thorah announces his congregational contri-
bution to be $60, and says,—¥it is probable we
shall have other 350 in July.”” Mr. James

still without a minister, but in answer to the
appeal sent to us we made a collection last
Sabbath and now send $40, which, theugh not
large, will help a little” Mr. Brown of New-
market says,— 1 have not yet heard from all
my outposts, but, meantime, send you 334,
namely, $20 from the congregation, and 314 as
my own contribution. 1 regret we have not
done more; you are aware my congregation is
small and none of them wealthy. If it be still
necessary we shall do what we c¢an in July.”
Mr. Walker of Belleville says, “ ason all furmer
oceasions we send $23, our usual half-yearly
contribution to the llome Mission Fund. When
our Annual Missionary Meeting comes round 1
hope we shall do more.” From New Richmond,
Bay of Chaleurs, Mr. Wells transmits the sum of
$15, whicl, he remarks, “is over and above the
semi-annual payment of $S25 which my congre-
gation bas always made up to me. I am sorry
our contribution is so small, but, I may inform
you that, if need be, my congregation are quite
willing to pay another $30 per annum in addi-
tion to the $50 they bave been paying to
the Temporalities Board, that is, provided other
congregations subscribe liberally too. My con-
gregation is poor and cannot contribute a large
sum at once, still, by using systematic cfforts 1
think that an additional $50 ennually will be
quite within their reach.” Tbere is no doubt
at all that Mr. Wells is right, and what can be
done at New Rickmond may be done by all our
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congregations, and will be doue when the sche-
dule system shall have been geaerally adopted
and faithfully worked.

Mr. Wallace of Buntingdon remits $58 in all,
of this sum $25 is to be considered as the ordi-
nary half-yeariy contribution of the congrega-
tion to the Home Mission Fund, $10, Mr. W's
personal contribution, and the remainder as the
congregational response to the special appeal.
“ 1 regret that the last item is so trifling, but
the fact is that just about a fortnight ago, the
families of the congregation had already come
under obligations for the putting of a steeple
upon the Church.” No apology was needed
from Huntingdon. Were every congregation as
scrupulously Aonest—that is the right word—the
contribution of many towards the special effort
would be a good deal less than theirs. Mr. Mc-
Donald of Nottawasaga, after referring ta thg
loss sustained byhis congregation i.. conscquence
of one of his churches having been recently
burned, says, that he is ** almost ashamed to
forward so paltry & sum as $20.* How will it

| be with those congregations who have not had
Wiylie writes from Almonte, ‘“.our Church is |

their Church burned, and who shall take no
part in this movement? where will they hide
themselves ?

Mr. Davidson of Willinmsburgh anunounces
his contribution to be, in all, $100, i.c., from him-
self $20 : from his congregation S80. He adds,
“1We have not yet organized a missionary 1s-
sociation, but we intend to do so immediately-
As the present contribution is from none but
the true 1riends of the Kirk, I trust it shall not
prove a mere spasmodic effort.”

The minister of Spencerville, says, ¢ My peo-
ple have been kept on the strain for three years
and more; we bhave just completed a church
seated for 250, and your appeal found us engag-”
ed in an effort to free it from debt. We bave
bought a manse and weare just now making a
most strenuous effort to pay for it.  Weare also
in the midst of great preparation for a bazaar.
Though my congregation cannot at the present
time contribute to the special effort, you have
all our sympathies. Meanwhile, the Sabbath
School children send $10 for that purpose, being
the balance of the contents of their missionary
boxes, after providing $20 for Ruth McCheyne,
our little protésein Indin.” A Western man states
that his collection would bave been much larger
out for tbe unpropitious state of the weather
on the day appointed for the collection.”” The
same explanation has been offered by a number
of others, The remedy in such cases i3 to be
found in the immediate formation of congrega-
tional associations, the introduction of the sche-



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

dule system, and visitation from bhouse to house
by collection. The nearest approach to a re-
fusal is from a congregation whose name shall
be kept a profound secret, and from whom bet-
ter things were expected ; it is couched in these
terms : ¢ The circulars sent were duly handed to
the members of the session and to the managers-
They have yet done nothing.” Tt is to behoped
that the elders and managers of that congrega-
tion may have the opportunity given them to
peruse the above extracts. Itisnotyet toolate
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for them to gird up their loing and put their
armour on.

To this let there be added one word, Thanks.
Thanks to all who have aided the Board,
Thanks to those who are still engaged in
the work. Thauks to those who, though un-
able to send us pecuniary aid, sympathize with
us and bid us God speed. Tuanks to the
Giver of all Good, that has put it into the
hearts of our people thus to do.

PresBY7ERY oF Loxpox.—The regular meet-
ing of this Presbytery was held at Stratford, on
Wednesday, the 8th of January.

Present—the Rev. Evan Macaulay, Modera-
tor ; Dr. George, Messrs. Camelon, Bell, Mc-
Leod, Rannie, and Nicol, Ministers ; Mr.Byers,
Elder.

Upon the reading of the minutes aloud, an
animated discussion took place as to their
being sustained. An adjourned meeting, it was
said, bad actually reversed the decision of the
ordinary regular meeling, respecting the certi-
ficate of a missionary. It was held that this
was irregular, and did npot convey the true
mind of the Presbytery, the animadversion
falling cbiefly, not on the promoters of the irre-
gularity, but on one or two members who had
from various reasons suffered it to pass without
protesting, so as to bring the matter up again.
It was now too late. The minutes would have
to be sustained, as a faithful record of what
took place. But the Presbytery resolved that,
for the future, there would be no adjourned
meetings, except for special business.

Mr. Camelon requested and obtained leave
to employ as a Catechist, Mr. James Malcolm,
who had studied four years at the Scottish
Universities, and who evinced a desire to en-
gage in missionary labour, as well as to prose-
cute his studies for the ministry.

Mr. Thomson appeared in behalf of the Kip-
pen congregationr, and gave a very satisfactory
account of its progress. He craved supply for
the winter montibs, and expressed the wish of
the congregatio. to have Mr. Eakin again as
their Catechist for the summer. The Presty-
tery granted fortnightly supply, and requested
the clerk to apply to the Queen’s College Mis-
sionary Association for the services of Mr.
Eakin.

A letter was read from the Secretary of said
Association, requesting to know the number of
Catechists required by the Presbytery. It was
agreed to apply for another besides Mr., Eakin.

Upon the application of Mr. Camelon, an
assessor was appointed to assist in the forma-
tion of a Session at Goderich, with & view to
the appointment of elders.

A call, numerounsly sigaed, was laid upon the
table from the congregation of Glencoe in
favour of the Rev. John McLeod, accompanied
by a guarantee of stipend. Mr. McLeod signi-
fied his intention to accept the call ; where-

ehos of our Chuech.

upon, after considerable discussion, the Presby
tery agreed to hold an adjourned meeting at
Willinms, on the 22nd instant, and to summon
the congregation of Williams to appear in their
own interest,

A letter was read from Mr. Robert Chambers,
South Norwich, informing the Presbytery that
the debt on the new church had at last bren
removed, with the exception of the sums promis-
ed by the Colonial Committee and by Mr. James
Croil, agent of the church, when it should have
been accumplished. The clerk was instructed
to write to the Colonial Commiitee.

The question of supply for Glencoe or Wil-
liams, as the case might be, was left to the
meeting at Williams, also supply for Norwich,
if practicable.

Mr. Rannie made a statement regarding the
property of the church at Chatham, that his
congregation wished to apply, with the consent
of the Presbytery, to the Legislature of Ontario,
foran Act to enable them to sell their property,
the intention being to sell as much of the land
as would provide 3500 dollars towards the
erection of a church. If the whole land were
sold, the remainder, after providing for the
church, would be invested in terms of the Act
in government securities or county debentures.
The Presbytery signified their concurrence.

The clerk expressed his wish to reétire from
the office of clerk, and gave notice of bis resig-
pation in September. '

The Presbytery resolved that, for the future,
authorized netices of the proceedings of the
Presbytery should’be forwarded to the * Presby-
terian.”

‘The Presbytery adjourned to meet in Wil-
liams, on Wed.csday, the 22nd instant, at
noon,

Tue PrespyTerY oF OtTawa.—A Pro re nata
mecting of this ’resbytery was held on Tuesduy
the 1'7th December, for the purpose of inducting
the Rev. Daniel M. Gordon, A. M, B. D, to the
Pastcrate of St. Andrew’s Church, Ottawa, ren-
dered vacant by the retirement of the Rev. Dr,
Spence. Scderunt: The Rev. James Sieveright,
B. A., Moderator, The Rev. James C. Smith,,
M. A., The Rev. Elias Mulla, James Henry Esq.
Wm. Clegg, Esq. Elders.

The Rev. Solomon Mylne, of Smith's Falls,
being present, was invited to sit and deliberate
with the Court.
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The edict having been served, the moderator
preached an admirable disceurse, suitabic to the
vecasivn—the subjeet of which was, # God, the
Guardian of His Church.”

After sermon and prayer, the cfficiating mi-
nister parruted the principal steps taken to fill
the Tacancy, put the usual questions, which were
satisfectorily answered Ly the Inteant, decland
Mr. Gurdun as duly instailed into tiie Pastor-
ate of the congregativn.  The Brethren present
gave him the right hand of fullowship,

Thereafter Mr. Smath delivered the cliarge to
the newy inducted minister and lihewise address-
ed the people 25 tv ther dutisand resotsibuli-
ties.

This is & most ausjlcivus settlarent; znd
the harmons which Las presadad throughout,
augurs well for Mr. Gordon’s future comfurt.

Tle young minister cuters on his arduovus
field, we trust wiih a somewhat keen appreciz-
tivn of the magnitude of the work that is before
bimm. Full of zeal may be Lkenise be filed
with the Holy Glust—then shall Lis labours be
crowned with abundant success.

Ortawa PursnvTERY.—~Thequarterly mceting
of this Preshytery, was held in St Andresws
Church, Otiawa, on Wednesday the $th ulto.

Present, the moderatur Rev. J. Siceveright,
Revs. J. Sinclair, W, T. Canuning,d. B. Mutlan, J.
C. Smith, E. Mullan, and D, M. Gordon.

The minutes of last adjourned meceting, and
of pro re nata mecling in connection with Dr.
Spence s demission, and Mr. Gordon's induc-
were read and sustained.

The Rev. Dr. Spence, and the Res. P, Lind-
say being present, were cordially invited to
take part in tic delibemtivas of Presin tery.

Mr.Gurdon, Minister of &1 Andren’s Church,
Qtawa, reccived from the Presbiters a hearty
welcome to bis new sphiere of labwur, and wamm
wishes for hisfuture success.

The Preshrters unanimously agreed to heid
their anaual missiolard micclings thiswinter, in
the various congregation within their bounds.
for thc purpose of advocatiug the Schemes of
the Church, and «f stirting aup the people to
increascd zenl and effurt in the missionasy cauce.

In arder 1o cqualize and lighten the labour,
the_ Presbyters bhas been disided jato three
groaps—1st Spencersille. Manistille, Soath
Gower, Mountain, and Oxford. 2nd, Ottawa.
RNichmand, Huni, Cheleea, and Ireaside  3Ind.
Cambesland, Backingham, L Origaal, ant Haw-
keshury. Thr deputation to U firsi to cons st
of Messte. Saith, and Sieveright . to the Sccond.
Messts Caan'ng. ancd. B, Muallan, and the
third, Messrs Gondan, E. Mullan. and Burthwick

The Preshyters agreed to employ a Gaciic
speakiag Catechusi. during the ensaing sum-
wmer, to aboar in Thurto and Clarence.

A repote f Mr. Barthmick s ladours in the
mission firld of Por'land was sead. The Re-
port siated he had sernped 2 plebe of ten acres
of rood land, and oTe¢r an acTe ac a site fora
churek, and that ke intends o bxild 2 new
charch in the spring.

In accordance with his request, Mr. Bonh-
wick was recognized as an an ondained Mis-
stonary and sent to Iabour ina Poriland for
thoee moaths.

Messts 3. B, Mallan, Sieveright, and Borth-
wick, were appeiated a deputztion to visst this

o ea m e e me———— ——————r o - ————— s S——— ——-c—
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winter the shantics on the Gatineau and Severe,
first fur. the purpuse of ascentaiuing the prac-
ticability, &c.,of haviag a missivnary employed
to labour Guring the winter months among the
lumber men, and also fur the purposc of preach-
ing the gospel, and distributing religious Liter-
ature.

The Presbytery have ylaced $30 at the dis-
posal ot the deputation, for the purchase of
tracts, perivdicals, magazines, &c., of such a
nature a3 will tond, by the blessing of Gud, to
displace. in a measurc at least, much of that
sensational and otler immoral literature which
teems from the press, and which often finds its
way to the shantics.

The Preststery ordered Schedules to Le
printed for the fourpuse of collecting statistics
and sent to each Congregativn within, the
bounds. to be filled gp and returned at the May
meeting.

The Presbytury adjourncd* to meet in St.
Andrew’s Church, Ottawa, on the 2nd Wednes-
day of May next at 16 o'cluch.

Exrtract Faox 7HE ReErort oF TRE HoxMis-
S10N OF THE PresBVTERY OF GLENGARRY.—Mect-
ings of a Missionary character under the aus-
pices of the Preshrtery, were iicld, during tie
carly part of 1867, in all the congregations
within the bounds. In addition 10 the Clenieal
members of Preshytery these mectings were ad-
dressed by Mr. James Croil, in his officia) capa-
city as agent of the Church, and also by Nessrs.
Mesander Melean, Neil Macgilliveay and Sam-
uel Ault, M. P, who kindly put their services
at the disposal of the Mission Committec. The
atiendance, nath few exceptions, fell far short of
what wight be expected, while the pecunary
offcrings were small, the contributions of twelse
congregations not rmounting to one hundred
dollars—a sum utterliy unworthy the numbers
and wealth of many of them.

Thais 3s matier of regret.  The work is onein
which ail our congregations might be exjpected
to take a lively interest.

Dunng the past summer four Missivnaries
wereactuvely engaged—Messts. Ferguson, Ross,
Frmser and Gras—two of whom conducted sec-
vicesan the Gaclc langeage as weil as in Eng-
hish. Their ficid of Iabour was a latge one. em-
hracing the Townstips of Winchester, Rosboro,
f,ochicl and East Hawkesbury, a5 also Iadian
f.ands, Dalhousic Mills and Cete St. Gerrge.
In these places there are, as we learn from
the Statisacai Returns furnished o the Pres-
bytery Iast  year, fupwands of fite huadred
famiiies beiongiag to our Church.  All these,
and we hnow not how many besides, would
havs been entively destitute of Religivus Urdi-
rances during the past Sammer savo for the ser-
vices of these Misgonaries.  Sarely a wark
which thus aids in proiding the means of grace
for seme thousands of immertal brings may weil
be calle A great !

s Dodie, who acts a3 Coavener, wakes &
strong appeal to the congregations withia tho
boands for aid, as the Preshytery has no fands,
except such asare gicen by the people, whose
owa werk it is ina pecalar sense.  The foilow-
ing list exhidits the contnbalions received last
Fears.

Coleclion 8 Munonary Meelings, 1567.—
Matilda, §2.49, Will:aamsbaurgh, $4.25, Fiuach
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$5.00, Osnabrack, $20.25 ; Cornwall, $22.03;
Indian lands, $1.80 . Rusburough, $6.53, Plaa-
tagenet, 32.00; Lancaster, $u.72. Williaws-
town, $9.00 ; Lockicl, $3.40 , Cute St. Geurge,
€3 00; Delhousic Mills $s5.41.

Amount of ditto per Fumily.—Matilda, 3} cts.
Williamsburg, 11 cts. Finch. 6 cts. t)snabruck,
281 cts. Cornwall, 85 cts. ludian Lauds, 124
cts. Roxborongh, 13 cts. Plantagenet, 3} cls.
Lancaster, 53 cts. Williamstonn, 41 cts. Lo-
chiel, 2} cts. Cote St. Geourge, 6 cts. Dalhiouse, |
Milis 103 cts. ;

Per  Communicants.—Matilda, 54 cs. Wil- |
liamsburgh, 6 cts. Finch, 3§ cts. Osnabruck, |

!
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123 cts. Corawall, 113 cts. Indian Lands, 8}
cts. Plantagenet, 71 cts. Larcaster, 41 cls.
Willirmstorra, 33 cts. Lochiel. 1} cts, CuteSt. |
George, 2} cts. Dalhousie Miils, 8; cts. i
Congregational Raling propused for 1863.—
Matilda, 510 ; Williamsbursh, 515, Finch, 315
QOsaabruck, $20 Cornwall, 324 Mastintown. $20
Indian Lands, $10 .Ruxburvugh $10 ; Plantage-
net, S10 : Lancaster, $20: Williamstown, $29;
Lochiel. $15 : Cote St. Geerge, $10; Dalbousie |
. ~q - - - ~ o o H
Mills, S15; E. Hawkesbury, 519 ; Winchester ,
Sio. i
Kxox Cutren, Owss Sorsp.— The first,
printed report of the Church at Owen Seund, |
shews on the whole a favourable state of affairs. |
The D.rby section of the congregation is not
included in it, which is a pity, as it is desimble
that the ~hole affairs of each charge should be
cxhibited at a glance, and this could be done ;
without much difficulty by the Trustees and |
managers of cach section, agrecing on a joint
report on which their separate financial condi-
tion, and the state of affairs generally, could be ¢
showwn, a proportion of the cxpense of printing, !
being borne by each section. We would sug-
gest, too, thet the close of the finaucial year !
should caincide with the civil year, as 1t would .
caable statistics to be clearly drmwn ap for thce ¢
Srunod. were the trustees of every charge to do
this. The statement shews receipts from sub- o
scriptions and pew rents to have been §IN087;
collection for Mr. Morrison's travelling expenses, )
$29.63, and 310 from Derby, 832.63, callection |,
for communion sersice SR2.%2. subscniptions to
ay for church property 876,73 . soiren 826,72,
making with bzalance in hand 8779.28. The |
cexpenditare is monstely detailed and there is a
balance left of $32.50. Itis io the credit of ;
the congregation that the asTears are very |
trifling, and the minister retarns thanks to |
smembers of cach section, for hacing supplied |
wood {~r the Manse. The Sabbath School has |
A gord libmary and the tcachers meet once A |
wanth for conference and prager with the
minisier  The whale armangements of thecon- |
gregation appear to oe judicions. i
¢

S7. Garamt Curren.—The annaal meeting
of this congregation for heating the reports of |
the Secretary and Treasares, and for the clection
of four trustees ia the room of the four that re-
tired at the close of the Fear. in accordance
xith the constitation, was held in the Church
on \Wednesday evening. the Sth ult, Mr A !
Bestram, Chairmasa of the Boasd of trastees, in |
the ehir.  Wm Dasling, James Douean, and
Heary Lunan, were re-clected for & torm of
2hree Tears, and David Sleeth was chosen inthe *

——
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room of Walter Peddie, who from age and in-
firmity has been unable to act. All the affairs
of the cungregativn were shown to be in a
wust prosperuas condition.  Whereas it had
been expected at une lime that extraneous aid
would be required from the wealthier congrega-
tivns of the city tu set tlus new enierprise
afluat, and sustain it for sume time, the result
of the first vear s «ffurts. ending on the ist Dec
ult, has beea that they hate not only sustained

* themselves bat Lave a balance in the Treasur-

red’s hands of S176. The income during the
past year has been §2257, Tw.  This does not
include 383 raised for missionary purpose dur-
ing the inunths of Octuber and Nuvember, nor
an cqual amoant raised amoungst some of the

" members aud adherents to make up the loss
. su<* Jued by ther minister during sutnmer, so

that the congregation have now demonstrated
th.eir ability tv sastain ordinancesia 2 creditable
manner, and it is perhaps & pity thal so tume-
honoured a structure should be disturbed.
Howevcer, that may not et be: and the congre-
gration, it 1s belicved. may consider themselves
as likely to have at least another ¥vear’s occu-
pancy  The sum contributed to the Temporali-

* ties’ Fund was $130, not $120 as reported in

last number.

Oa the same evening ihe Quarterly Meeling
of the Missionary Association was held, the
President in the chair

After an address by the Presideat, on the
present aspert of Ireland frow a religious point
of view, the Secrctary read n brief and interest-
ing report of the successful operations of the
Society during the first three months of its
existence.  The lady collectors recrived in
monthly contsibations from the members and
adherents of the Church, during this period, the

+ sum of S111.90. Of this sum, the following

amounts were allotted by the subsenbers:
To the ilinisters” Widows and Orphana

Fund..oooieeivanaas . e eeeaD27.25
# Rursars....... e ee eeereanenas 1.00
#  French Mission.......... eieees 20128
# Home Mission cocoevieeennnnn. . 21.25

Leasiag S$50.771 W0 e voled away by the Ex-
ecutive Committer, which was dune as follows :
In nid of the Sherbrooke Church Baid-

ing Fund ... ... creteannae .- S30.00
#  Sunday School ... .. ceeeaesse 10000
& Home Mission ... cieeviinea.. J.T5

and the llance. ove, expenscs, for the Presby-
ters’s Mission Fund.

The secand Anaual Sairee of the St. Gabriel
Surday Schanl was heild on the cvening of
Friday, the 10th glt., Mz Joha McPhail, Saper-
intendent, in the chair.  The repott showed an
increase of secents-four schalars dunng the
vear, and ind.cated greal nrosperily in other
respects ns well, The childaen have adopied
an Iadiap orphan. wham tley have called
u \aggiz Campbell” and have besides contri-
huted somcthing 0 the Canadian School at
Calceatta, and to the Freach Missaa School,
Montreal. The teachers were at great pans o
make the eateriaiament attrachive to the chil-
dren, and to that cnd provided, bendes the
usgsl sweetmeats, wo gar Christmas trees,
1zden with froit and gift books, whilst jomping-
jacks and other toys hang on a hine acvoss the
bzildisg, were, bath ia prospret and in passes-
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sion, s source of great delight to the more juve-
nile pupils. The Superintendent presented, in
the name of the teachers, the prizes won in the
several classes. During tone cvening, happy
and spproprirte addresses to the children were
delivered by the Rev. Joshua Fraser, and Messrs.
J. L. Morris, and Joka Paton, of Kingston,
whilst the children, led by Ms. Robinson, the
precentor of the church, sang at once heartily
ant sweetly, several beautiful hymns, aothems,
rounds, and choruses.

CurisTMAs MEETING OF THE MosTREAL Sannath
Scavor Teacuers’ Association Scioots.—On
Christmas morning six of the schools of the
above Association met in St. Andrew’s Chureh.
There were about six hundred children present,
besides parents and friends. Mr. J. L. Morris,
President of the association, eccupied the chair,
Short addresses were delivered by the chairman,
Rev. R. Campbell of St. Gabried Church,and
by the Rev. A. Paton of S1. Andrew’s.  Well se-
lected Christmas hymns were sung at intervals
by the children, who scemed mach delighted
with the beautiful organ, which was played on
the occasion by Miss McDougall, one of the
teachers of St. Andrew's school. The weeting
was one of themost successful ever held, every-
thing being in Xeeping with Christmas, and the
children seeming to fect that they had good rea-
son to be happy on the children’s day,  After
the benediction had been pronounced by the
Rev. Joshua Fraser of St. Mathew s Church, all
went to their homes to enjoy the merrier pleasures
of theday.

Tue New Cuvaen ar Kirpes, v Qoxxge-
TioN with THE CHencil of SCoTLAND.—~(On Sun-
day the 22ad of December, 1§67,the new Chareh
at Kippen was apened for public worship. The
Rev. Mr. McRidd preachedin the forenoon, and
the Rev, Mr. MackLeod of Eazst Williams, offi-
ciated in the afternoon, the Church being fitled
DY 2 most respectable and attentive audience,
whose comiributions on the vory int-resting oc-
casion were very libernd, nnd, therefore, highly
creditable to the coniributars.  The solemnity
of the Sunday’s scrvices was very marked, and
itis hoped that many were confirmed in the
faith. QOn Monday evening a soiree was held
in the Chureh, and the large building was fitled
to cxcess, by persons of all ages,—vou might
say, of atl ranks, our noble lapds excepted—and,
very likely, of every possible creed in that pact
of the Dominion : but the harmony of the meel.
ing wxs not tie less real on that account. Gifl-
gaf maks, &c.  Addresses were delivered hy
the Rev. Mr. McKidd, the Rev. D Camclon of
Goderich—an earnest and pious minister,and by
the Rev, 3. M. Macleod, Mr. J. Exzkin. aad Nr.
Grar.
most admirably performed by the band. ner
can we speak oo highly of thit parl of the
praceedings. Every countenance heamed with
oy, and ali present seemed 1o enjor themselves,
both younp and old, to their entire satisfaction.
Mr. Camelon and Mz, Macleod made very stir-
Ting appeals on behalf of the Kippen Churcly

e v aAw e e eeen s Bevan - v—— s

Several picees of sacred mausic were |
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result is most gratifying, and shows that a
thing may be got by asking for it in the right
way and at the praper time, and from our ex-
perience we are warranted in saying that our
people are as willing to give as we are to ask
them.  Kippen is a most striking illustration
of this fuct. Weare glagd to say that the Sun-
day’s coliections, and the proceeds uf the soiree
together with the above sum, amount to $400,
—no mean cuntribution from a single coun-
try charge. But that charge is destined to be
one of the brightest stars in the firmament of
our Church in the West. What then do we
need? God's grace and energy! We have no
doubt that the people of Kippen have kept this
principle before their eyes. They bave shown
in that quarter that the Church of Scotland is
not dead in the West. It is well, however, to
acknowledge our gratitude to these who,
though they do not belong to the Chaurch of
Scotluand, have, nevertheless, shown a kindly
fecling towarde our young'congregation at Kip-
pen.  As regards the members of that congre-
gation, the Church throughout will laud their
efforts, and sincerely pray that peace may be
within their walls, and prosperity may be with-
in their palaces. We do most cordislly com-
mend the Kippen people for what they have
done, and we carnestiy trust thatother congre-
gations will follow their example. Suffice itto
say that the Church at Kippen is a very hand-
some and most substantial building. erccted, as
we have been informed, at a cost of $2,300.00.
Itis a great credit and a bright ornament to
the neighbourhocd, and no small honour to the
Church of Scotland. We hope too that the
Charch at Kippen may prove a blessing to
many, especialiy to the young, and within its
walls, many souls may be converted to the
lord Jesus Christ. It is in vain that we erect
our teroples if we rear them not in His name,
for He is the foundation, the Head and the
beginning of all things.

St Avprew's Cuvwen, Despas~On Sabbath
15th December, this Church was re-opened for
Divine Screice, according lo announcement,
after having undergance a thorough re-fitting and
repairing——in fact, afier having been made, asit
were, a new Chascle entirely. The Rev. Mr
Herald, the desersedly respected and talented
pastor of the congregation. preached in the mom-
ing and eveniag. and the Rer. Mr. McColl in the
afiernoon, The services were all well attended,
and were highly appropriate fer the oceasion.
In the morming especially, Mr. Herald's discourse
was cloguent and forcibic, and these who listen-
ed 10 it mast have been impressed with the con-
siction that the greatest possible unanimity and

hristian love and fellowship pervade the en-
tire congregation, and that the pastor and peo-
ple alike have sifiven unitedly (o render thewr
place of warship what it pow is—one of the most
comforiahle and neatest edifices of the Kind in
torn. We congratulate the Rev. Nr. Herald
and his cangregation on the prosperous state of

* their church, and fecl that we but speak the

and, arcompanied by Nr Ealin, the excellent |
Missionary who laboured at Kippen during the ‘

ssmmer of 1567, went through the Jarge and
crowded assemblage, with s subseription hat,
and we are glad 1o say that the resolt was that
$200.00 were collected on the spot. This

:

!

sentiments of all classes of the commanity when
we express 2 hope that the worthy pastor may
long be spared to “go in and oul® amongst
thase whose spiriteal welfare he sirives so car-
nestly to promote. The colections taken up
during the day were bandsome.
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Sr. Axorew’s Cuvacy, Easr WiLLiax's—On
the 7th instant a congregational mecting was
held in St. Andrew's Church, Nairn, to consid-
er the hest way of paying off the debt on St
Andrew's Manse.  Archibald Bell Esq. of Lon-
don, was present, and stated that the Rev. Mr.
MacLeod had not only given a subscription of
$300, but that, as shown by accounts presented,
he had paid S115 extra, which the Reverend
genteman was prepared to forego provided
the congregation made up the bainnce. $80
wus subscribed on the spot.  Several members
said that they could nut aufford to lose such a
wagn as Mr. Macleod, and offered to double their
subscriptions to his stipend if he would con-
sent tolemain at Williams., This expression
of kind feeling on the part of his hearers, must
be bighly graufying to Mr. Macleod and his
friends.

CaLt Fuon Grexcor.—The Reverend J. M.
MacLeod of East Williams, has reccived, for
the second time, & unanimous call from the
inrge and important congregation of Glencoe.
We have heen informed by the gentleman who
moderated in the call on the 5th instant, that
the eall from Glencoe,in favour of Mr. MacLeod,
is the most harmonious which he has ever
known,—that there was not ome dissentient
from it, but, on the contrary, that several fumi-
lies not immediately connected with the Church
of Scotland, had sigrificd their determination
to jain the Glencor congregation if Mr. Mac-
Leod should be appointed to that charge.

GronceTows.—The sum of $73, transmitted
1o the Temporalitics’ Board on behalf of this con-
gregation by Rev. Dr. Muir, is additional to
the $353 contributed by the same congrepation
since the meeting of Synod, making in all §128,
This shows that the peaple there rightly appreci-
atetheir situation, as knowing that the privileges
enjoyed by them, under their present cstecmed
pastar, are not transmissible, so that it is for
their interest, as @ is for congregations of all
commuting ministers, lo sustain heartily the
Temporalities’ Fund., The annual wissionary
mezting of the Preshytery will be held in this
church on the 12th inst., at 7 pa.

Raxsay.—It is understood that the Res. Jolin
Gordon, of Geargina, Preshyters of Tarents,
has aceepted a call 1o this congregation, and
will shortly be transiated.

To wnr Rev. AwsxaspEz MeRav, M.A.

Dean Str;—n behalfof the people of this
sertion of your sphere of labour allow us to
teader you the felicitations of the scason—a
bappy new rear to yourself and Mrs. McKny.

Although to many of us you arc but a stranger,
and to all of us comparatively sa, yet K isa
pleasing circamstance to us that you have set-
tied among us with the hearty acceplation of
all—with the bestwishes for vour own and
family’s weliare.

The circumstances in which the people of
Dathausie Mills in, connection with the Chareh
of Scotland. were placed for a number of years,
aside from therespect weowe You as a mituster
of that Church, rendess it an our part, a daty
impemative to give some manifestation of the
feelings amongst us, at haring now, the ordin-
ances of the Church regularly dispensed , and

vt s~ A bt be o o [P
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we siacerely hope that you may be Iang spared
1o discharge the duties of your sacred office,
with benefit to yourself and us, and to the ad-
vancement of the Glory of God.

In entering upon your new sphere of labour,
We are aware of the difficulties which may pre-
sent themselves in your way—difficultics ang
trials, always 10 be found connegted with &
minister's office.  But while such may be anti-
cipated—and we 1rust they may be few, you
can rest assured, that you have 1he sympathies
of the people of this section of couatry, in
which now exists that feeling of good will and
social intercourse between all creeds and clas-
ses, which is at once the evidence of true Chris-
tian liberality.

In evidence of our pleasure at your settlement
bere, we beg you to accept, in the name of the
people of Dalhousic Mills and country,a Cutter,
Raobes and set of Harness.

Signed.

A. Carraxacn, J. F.
A. R. Fereussoy, M.D.

Dalbousie Mills, tst January 1865,

McRag, A, McLzop,

REPLY.

Messrs. A. Cattanach, John F. McRae, 4A.
McLeod, 2nd A, R, Fergusson, M.D.

My Dran Fuiesns,~It affords me much satis-
faction to receive your expressions of good will
toward Mrs. McKay, our family, und myscif,
We mast cordially reciprocate these sentiments
tu desiring for you and the friends, all the true
social grectings of the season.  Ard be assured
that it shall be my earsest and persevering
prayer unto the Giter of evers good and every
perfect gift, that He would bless vou with ail
spiritual _and temporal blessings in Christ
Jesus.  Nor can there be any interchange of
social feclings, at this, or any season of the
year, more desimable, or more salutary, than the
cxistence of fricndly sentiments and good
wishes, between a pastor and bis peaple.,

Being personally 2 compariive stranger in
this portion of the Lord's vwmeyard, vour con-
gratulations are the more timely and pleasing :
and bring well persuaded that my settlement
among rou, is accepiable to all, affords me onn
of the most hopeful indications that my min-
isterinl dutics may be performed with profit to
Fou. and with pleasure to myself,

Your devolion to onr Church in the face of
trying and discouraging cvents, and vour man-
ifest gratitication, in the prospect of having the
ordinances of our most holy rebgion regulariy
dispensed, 1§ al<o a saurce of much encourage-
ment, that yvour appreciation of these divine
ordinances, will serve to secure God's biessing
in their administration,~—which shall be to the
praise and glery of our common Lord and
Master,

May these pleasing evidences be seen in your
regular attendance ina crowded Church (as on
this dag.) in your devout worship, and clase
atlention : and may our umicd pravers and
efforts be, to have our religons exercises ac.
comproied with the blessed frusts of the Gospel.

An acquainiance with God s word, and with
the lustors of the fanthfal Ambassadors of the
greal Caplaun of our Salvauon, fally testify,
that there are trials and difficulties peculiar Lo
the mimsteriat office, nnd incadent to the fajth-
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ful discharge of the pastor's duties: At the
same time, no support, save the Divine - o-
sence—can so alleviate or entirely rei.ove
these, as the sympathics and co-operation of &
devoted and fricudly people ; or serve so much
to enable the pastor to share in your sorrows
and rejoice in your joys.

It isalso very solacing to the human Spirit
to discover manifestations of good will and
social friendship existing in the entire comu-
nity. The honest smile of the human face is
not to be slighted. True social and neighbouring
intercourse is still more gratifying. But the
felloveship that is cemented with geuuine Chris-
tinn charity, is the best, the most cordial, and
is the only lasting friendship. It will be my
pleasing duty while proclaiming ¢ the message
of peace and good will among men,” and while
# holding forth the word of life,” to encourage
and foster the pure generous spirit of the Gos-
pel, and to nrge * a1l who love the Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity,’ to cultivate the unity of
the spirit in the bonds of Christian fellowship,
—that we may thus adorn the doctrine of our
Lord and Saviour.

I accept with hearty thanks your very gener-
oug, suitable, and handsowme gifts, as at once a
tangible proof of yvour Christian liberality, and
Fyour hearty good will tuwards myself. [t will
be my chicf pleasure to use them, in coming to
proclaim the Gospel to you, and 1o visit you at
Four homes.

With hearty thanks, and prayers that we may
prove mutual blessings to each other in time,
and especially for eternity.

AuLeExaxpRr McKar.

To the Editor ot the Presbyterian.

Sir.—1 desire to acknowledge with Leartfelt
thanks the following contributions received in
aid of 8t. Andrew's Church, Clifton, since last
acknowledgement: and 1 owe an apology to
the kind donors for net having published this
notice sooner, as they were received last winter

Guelph........... ceees 336,00
Peterborough ... ........ 21.90
Whithy.... ... creeeannee 2.5
Markham........... ceees 2450
Pickering.oeiviaiiiaann . 30.25
Thorab......... ereennaes 20.00
Scarborough. ........... 42,49
King... .ooooiiiiiinna, . 32.30

§228.40

T am happy to be able to state that by the
great cxXerlious of the congregation, so liberal-
Ir aided by friends in many places, the Church
property 8 now eaticely free from debt, the
mortgage having been released more than a
year ago, and some other debls baving been
paid a few months since.

Grorat Bsuy, Minister,

PRESESTATION AT BROCR —O& New Years™ day
a deputation from the congregwtion of Brock,
Resch, and Mariposs, drove to the manse and
in the name of the cangregation presented
their esteemed jpastor, the Revd. Archibald
Curtic. with a handsomels cushioned cutter
and bofislo robe.
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It must be gratifying to Mr. Currie to
receive such a substantial proof of the good
wishes of his large congregatian, and yet we are
informed that hadtheir liberality not been unlim-
ited they might very creditably have contented
themselves with the many favours they had pre-
viously bestowed, not least of which was the
ploughing and sowing of the gicbe in anticipa-
tion of Mr. Currie’s settlement amongst them, so
that he plentifully reapedjwhere he had not sow-
ed

(From the Kingston Daily News,.
PRUOVINCIAL AID TO COLLEGES.

There is a striking difference in the speechies
of the Licutenant-Governors at Quebec and
Toronto on the subjects of education and chari-
ties. Gotvernur Belieau gives them a most pro-
minent place; Govetaor Stisted is ominously
silent.  The Globe and Leader have spoken out
in old familiar terms against the coutinuance
of grants to Denominational Colleges. Sume”
allowance must of course, be made for the lme_
of argument acdopted by the journals at the
Provincial capital. They very vrobably ex-
press the views which prevail in the city of
Toronto, which, like all large centres of popu-
lation, seems disposed to grudge to the re-
mate sections of the country ashare of the good
things which they cnjoy to the full. With a
University at Toronto open to all comers, what
more it is asked, does the Province want. It
is by no means certain, however, that this is
the sentiment of a majority of the members of
Assembly, and we will not besurprised at them
takiong a different view, and casting cheir votes
in favour of the exteusion of support to Univer-
sities at » distance from the seat of Government.
We do not propose to state at present the case
of the denominational Colleges. There are
strong argunientson both sides.  Theoretically,
it is confessedly difficult to reconcile the
making of a zrant to an Institution avowedly
connected with a particular church, with the
position of a government which beyond the
limit of simple toicration, professes to ignore
all churches. And practicnlly, it isnot casy to
guard against abuse and prevent discontent-
mentand other bad feelings when a govern-
ment once begins to subsidize Institutions
which make no sceret of their ccclesiastical re-
Iationships.

In the present junclure of public affairs a
favourablc opportunity scems to offer itself for
re-ndjusting the policy on which the govern-
ment of Canada has for many years been act-
ing, provided there be anything like 2 general
opinion that re-ndjustment is necessary. We
are at no loss to know that the issue will be in
the Praviace of Quebee. It is extremely pro-
bable that grants more in aumber and iarger
in sum will be mwade to Colleges. But with
respect to our own Provincee, it seems impor-
tant that every section of the community shovld
be fully alive to the interests involved, and we
greatly mistake the temper of our people
in districts at a distance from Toronto if they
shall be satisfied that a single Institution there
should do the work of a College for the whole
conntry. We are of opinion that the policy
strenuously and all but successfolly advocated
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a few years ago in favonr of a Provincial Uni-
versity, with colleges, territorinlly placed, ac-
cording 1o the wants of the country, in aflilin-
tion to the University, is the right one ; aud we
hope that in the event of the government re-
solving upon any decided change, it will de-
vote particular attention to this plan. [t 18
obvious that in a Province so extensive as On-
tario one College is not cnough, if we are to
consult the great end in view, and the ¢,nve-
nience and means of our young men. lIn re-
spect of the highest grade of education it is not
a fair proportion to the number of our Gram-
mar Schools. 1t does not admit of the opera-
tion of the wholesomne principle of vinulation.
There can be no doubt that the presence of a
College at a point in u large section of country,
as, for example, our own city, bhas an influence
in fostering the desire for o University cduca-
tion and a utility in furnishing it, to which an
institution 130 miles off caunot pretend.  And
is it not, also,a particular ndvantage and com-
fort to the majority of parents, when they can
give their sons this education without scnding
them far away from their homes.

Now, upon the presumption that a change of
policy is desirable and gencrally desired, a
generous consideration scems to be due, and
ought not 1o be grudged, to the Institutions
hitherto subsidized.  They have bren dving o
most important work.  Jut for this one or the
other of them many a talented youngman, who
would never have thought of guing to Cullege,
has been prepared to take his place with the
most highly-cducated man in this and other
lands, and in cases ofkeen competition forimpor-
iant positions sometimes taking the lead. Al-
together apart frum Government assistance,
they have incurred very large expense in the
acquisition of suitable propertics, in the par-
ricnt of professors, the purchase of apparatus,
cte. They have, in fact, been rendering a pub-
lic service, the cost of which has fallen com-
paratively lightly upen the pablic; the burdea
has been borne by private liberality.  And with
respect to Denominationalism, while it is true
that cach of these Institutions has a particular
ccclesiastical connection and some of them n
Theological Faculty, we venture o say that in
their Arts Departinents the influence of these
circumstances has been so impereeptible as 1o
be unworthy of motice. Take, for iustance,
Queen’s University, with which we are best ac-
quainted, and which, if we mistake not, is the
oldest in the list of our Universitics, having
been instituted at a time when a University
cducation could not be obtained elsewhere, and
because it could not be obtained cisewhere in
the Province. It bas been in operation fur a
quarler of a century. Its origin is cntirels
owing to private liberality. Ry the same
means it has acquired commodious buildiugs
and valuable properties, happily free of debt
Its Arts Department, to which the expenditure
of the govecrument grant is always confined, has
been vers fully equipped. Ithaseducated6%6stu-
dents, the majority of whom belonged to other
churches than that with which it is conaccied.
Not a few of its alumni kave become eminent in
the various professions which they have chosen.
Its denominationnlism bas beea of the mast un-
obtrusive characier. We do not believe it has
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made a single proselyte orwenkened, either gi-
rectly or indirectly, the attachment of any stu-
dent to his chareh. 1t isnottrue that this Instity-
tion was established ouly for the instruction of
young wmen in Theologicul opinions, It has
always professed tint one of its chief designs ig
to give a libernl education; its carricnlum has
always been in accordance wath ths profession ;
the majority of its alumni have been its siu-
dents on this account . and in this scose its de-
grees are pablicly recognized by, the laws of
the land.  With regard to the grant swhich jt
has received, the Leader's statement of it at
837,500 for 18635 is calculated to mislead, inag-
much as thatis the amount fora year and a
half, not fur vne year. Would it not be scant
justice, in the British scense. all at once and
withoat any warning, to withold a grant from
this institution 7 Would it be fair to this com-
munity for our legislators to closethe doors ofits
Arts Department without providing some kind of
substitute 7 1f the denominational principle is
Lereafter 10 be ignored in the distribution of
grants, we must agitate for the application of
the more expensive territorial principle.  The
latter admits of direet government control, byt
it vill take time to compicte the necessary ar-
rangements. Meanwhile if  government re-
solves upoun o change of pulicy, we think the
sense of justice throughout the Province would
support it, in continuing the grapts until the
students who have matriculated ¢hall have com-
pleted their graduation course, by which time,
say three years, the authorities and professors
of the Colleges would be prepared to make the
best of their ease.  This interval would also
afford an opportunity for the government or a
comumittee of the House to ncgotinte with the
Colleges an arrangement which might be satis-
factory to the whale country, for we do not
suppose that there are nsuperable difficulties
in the way of introducing guvernment control
intd the Arts Department of any of the Colleges
or atleast of a sufficient number of them in
order to meet the wants and views of the
couptry.

Shonld things come to the worst as respects
these Colleges, there are several ways in which
they might continue 0 maintan their distinet-
ive character. Wesleyan liberality might be
found suflicient to maintain Victoria, Church
of Scolland liberality sufficient to maintain
Queen's.  Two or more of the Colleges might
combine under one of their Royal Charters,
and, on the same plan on which the University
of Dalhousic at Halifux has been revived with
emiacnt success, might cstahlish at Kingsion
or Uttawa a formidable and wholesome rival to
the Gaiversity of Toronto. Orthey might all pull
up their stakes and move down tothe Province
of Quebec and there casily ohtain the sympathy
and support refused to them here.

MsETinG oF THE LAy Associatios.—The Ac-
nual Meeting washeld in St Andrew’s Church.
In the absence of the President, Mr. William
Croail, Mr. T. A. Gibson was ealled 10 the chair,
and the mecting was opened, with prayer, by
the Rev. Andrew Paton. The sceretary, Mr. W.
M. Black, submitied the report for the year
which was sustained. Since the last Annual
Yccting, the President, Mr. Greenshields, has
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been removed by death. At a special meeting
beld in May last, & committee was appointed
to draw out a resolution, expressing the loss
the Association bad sustained, which was duly
forwarded to Mrs. Greepshields. The oniy
business transacted during the year has been
the management of the Presbyterian and the
Juvenile Presbyterian. With the close of 1867,
the former completed its twentieth year. The
Presbyterian isin a more satisfactory condition
than it was at last Annual Meeting. Owing
to the large sum due the publisher last year,
it was necessary to sell a portion of the small
capital of the Association, which would not
have been required had those in arrears paid
their subscriptions. A large number of non-
paying subscribers was struck off the list,
which was done with great regret. Several
new subscribers have been added, but a larger
addition must be made before the paper is seif-
supporting. A change hes been made in the
financial affuirs of the Presbyterian, Mr.
Wardlow having been appointed to take charge
of that department. Efforts have been made to
increase the circulation, and it remains with
ministers and sessions to assist the Committee
to carry out this object. A statement was
read from Mr. Morris regarding the Juvenile
Presbyterinn. The Committee have made ar-
rangements to issue it in 2 pew and improved
form at a much reduced rate. The first num-
ber has been delivered and subscriptions re-
ceived for two thousand copies. Mr. W. R
Croil was selected as President, and Messrs.
Morris and Rankine elected Vice-Presidents,
Mr. W. M. Black, Sec-treasurer.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO HOME MISSION FUND.

Additionzal from St. I’aul’s, Moutreal...........820,00

do St Gabriel, do ...l 10.00
Inverness, per Rev. Alexander Forbes.......... 1150
Lanark, o Rev.James Wilson.. .......... 6940

Faisley, additional, per Kev. M. W. Mclean... 20.75
Almonte vacant, per Mr.James H. Wylie .. ... 40.00

Pakenham, per Rev. Alexander Yown.......... 41.00
Sevmour, per Rev, Robert Neill .. ... L. 65,00
Uxbridge, per Rev. Will:am Cleland......... . - 259
The Reverend John Davidsan 820, HisCongre-
gation at N. Willamsburgh $62, Branch at
Morrisburgh €18, ...l . . 100,00
Additional from Ring. per Rev, John Tawse... 1.0
Thorah, per Rev. Dasid Wateon .oeeees .o 60,00
Eldin, per Rev. Neil MeDougal, ... ... ... 60 ()
L1:Orignal, per Rev. George . Ferguson L2300
London, per Rev. Francis Nicol................. 69.00
Belleville, perRev. Arch. Walker. . ..., E
Chinguacousy, per Rev. Gceorge Law. addi-
L3 27 e
Scarboro. St. Andrew’s Congregation, §82. $t
John's do §73. per Rev. Jawmes Bain. .. .... 155.00
Pickering, per Rev. Walter R Roes. oo ... 37.00
Huntingdon, the usuzl Home Mission Col-
JOCtIOn. coen s v 25.00
Huntlingdon, Sprcial Collection at Hunting.
[ L + PP b %11
Huntingden, Special Coliection at Athels-
tanc....... T T S b 23
The Rev. Alexander Wallace......... ver 10000 56,00
Orangeville, first insfalment, per Rev. W, E.
MeRay. .oooovs i ol e
West Guillimburg Scotch Setticment. per Mr
Matthew Faris....... ceveiiiviiienennenanas 4.00
Amprior, perMrA. Gartioch. . ool 1425
Nottawaeaga West Kirk, per Rev. Alexander
McDonald. .. oviieiiiiiiiiiiaiiinen cennnn 20,00
Reckrwith, perRev, Walter Rose ..vvvvvneen .. . 20.00
Spencervilic Sabbath School, per Rev. J. RB.
Mullan .. ..., o iieiicinieaeaane 10,00
Litehfield. per Rew. Duncan MeDonald 50
St Paul’s Sabbath School, Montreal. ..... .. 104
Russcitown Flats, per Rev. M Masson.......... 7

Hamilton, per Rev. Robert Burnet..............
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Williamstown, additional, 872.65, making in all 83.65
Toronto, per Rev. John Barclay D.D........... 435 00
New Richmond, per Rev. JohnWells. . ......... 15.00
Osnabruck, per Mr John Croil..... ......47.70
per Rev. Robert Dobie.......ocoeeunnanen 5.60 62.7
Caledon Mono, per Rev. William Hamilton. ...... 11.00
Cornwall, additional, 895 per Rev. Dr...... ceeen
Urqubart, makinginall........... ceen -0 12500
Laprasrie per Rev. John Barr......cc.. ... 18.00
Southwold, perRev. Ewan McCauley. .. ........ 17.00
Wolfe Island, per Rev. George Porteous. .. ...... 10.00
Melbourne, per Rev. James McCaul ...... ..... 69.00
Yerth, additional, $200, per Rev. William Bain,
makinginall................. Ceeeenians 255.87
Chelsea, per Rev. James Sieveright............. 21.00
Lombardy and Oliver’s Ferry, per Rev. Wm.
Miller. ..o i 5.00

Williamsburgh, additional, per Rev. J. Davidson 8.

Thewhole sum contributed in support of the Home
Mission Fund since last July is 87710.74. Deduct from
this 81300, the estimated amount of congregational col-
icotions, and there remazins the sum of $6410, as the
result of our specialappeal at thistime, The deficit of
revenue in consequence ofthe suspension of the Bauk,
is, for one year, $7584; including expenses a further
sumof 81300 is required. Thelist of non contributin
congregations is becoming smaller by degrecs an
beautifully less; though there are about twenty-fiva
who have not forwarded their contribution, most of
whom are under promise to do what they can. It is
obvicusthat we still need the supportofall.  Verbum

sat sapients.,
JAS. CRCIL.
16th January 186S. Sccretary pro tempore
Mr Robert Chambers thankfully acknowledges

receipt of the following sums to aid in defraying the
debton the Church at Norwichville.—

Thechurch Agento..oooeiiiiiiiiiiiinaniannn. £25.00
Mr Willianm B, Hunter, New York........ ..... 2500
Thelate MrJohn Greenshields, Montreal......... 5.00
Messrs. George Stephen. do..cooaiaanl. 500

. James Johuson [3 Lo Y 5.00

o John Rankin doccioieiiain 3.00

‘- Alexander Buntin [3 s T, .. 500

“ John L. Morris [ 15 5.00
Principal Snodgrass Kingston.......... 2.00

6th January 1868, 882,00

MINISTERS® WIDOWS® AND ORPHANS' FUND.

Lachine, per the Rev, Wm. Simpson - - 3000
Guelph N John Hogg - - - 2500
Litchficld and Colonge, per the Rev. Duacan
McDonald - -~ - - - . . 4.00
Clifton, per the Rev George Bell - - - 200
HBrock, ¢ Arch. Currio - - - 1200
Beckwith, o Walter Ross - - - 14.00
West Ring, ‘¢ James Carmichacl - - 130
Taronto, - John Barclay, D.D.- - 6000
Finch, o Hugh Lamont - -« - 600
Woolwich, ¢ JamesThom -+ - - .00
Huntingdon, * Alex. Wallace - < 1200
Beauharnais, ¢ F. " Sym - = -« 2100
Chateauguay, * o - . - G.00

3

ARCH. FERGUSON.
Treasurer.
Moaontreal, 21st January, 1565,

FRENCH MISSION FUND.
Chatham and Grenville. per the Rev. D. Ross, §10.00

St. Paul's Church Sunday School, per \Wm. M.
Black - - - 1066

ILachine Sunday School, per Rev. W. Simpson 1550
Woolwich, . «  JamesThom  2.00
Huntingdon, . “ A, Wallace 8.00
S$45.00
ARCU. FERGUSON,
Treasurer.

Montreal, 21st January, 1868,

THE SYNOD'S SCHOLARSHIP AND BURSARY
COMMITTEE.
Teterboro, per Rev. D3, Macdonell, - -~ '
D. Rass, Esq., of Montreal, * Ross scholarship, 100
Yoolwich, per Rev. J. Thom, - - .« « 2
JOHN PFATON,
urer.
Kingston, 14th Jan., 1868,
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Tonfreal Anutbersary Rectings.

Tre first of thece mectings, which was of 2
purely devolivnal character, war held in the
Westeyan Chureh, Great St James Street. There
wis a rood attendance. The Rev. George Don-
glas ecenpied the chair, and ¢ nducted religious
exercises. The other gentlamen wha took part
in the proceedings were the Rev, Mr. MeDorald,
Mr. James Courty Mr. Gevrg Young, Rev Mr.
Green, Mr. J. Bayhs, Mro J. C. Bechet, and the
Rev Mr Ronar, tke latter of whom ddivered a
short address.

The thirty-fir-t anniversary meeting of the
Cavapa Scapav-Scuvon Usiox was heid on
the 21st ult, Prudpal J. W. Dawson in the
chair,  The atiendance was good.

A hymn havie g beeu suug, atd prayer offer-
up hy the Rev. Dr. Witheg,—

The Chamaas sand, in welcoming them to
the serviee of that cvening, the committee did
s0 with cheerflut bearts and thankful spirits, A
Inrger amount of work had been done by the
Umion during the past year than in any preced-
ing oue. The number of scholers had mere.sed,
and also a large number of new persons had been
culisted iz the labour connected with the schouls;
wlile the schouls themselves had unproved in
character.  He would recommend thuse present
to read the repurt, when it swounld be priuted,
from which he would now call upon

The Rev. J. Auexaxper, the corresponding
seerelacy, to vend some extracts.

THIRTV-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CANADIAN
SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION.

The Report stated that during the past year
the work was commaeuesd in the Provinge of
Quebee, and bad been gradoally extendod west-
ward, Tie Eastern Townships, the lucality wa-
tered by the Utlawa and its tributaries, and the
vastern portion of Ontario from Kingston, Lad
been visited by the agents of the society,  The
Rev. Juha McKillican speut five mounths in the
counties bordering on Lake Simcoe and Geor-
gizn Bay.  In addiiion 1o 66 schouls visited, he
organized 31 new ones, with & staff of 171 teach-
ers aud 1,349 scholars.  Though there is no per-
maneat agency employed in Western Ountario,
Like that in the East, yet many ministers and in-
fluential persons are deeply unpressed with the
importance of the work, and cfficient means
will be taken to supply the lack of service, by
the Sundxy-School Union, or some locai organ-
ization.  The field of tue Sanday-School Union
is the whole Dominion, and its object ougiht to
be 1o cover the whole Dominion with a netework
of Sunday-School orgamzation,

AGENTS.

Many localities visited by the agents did not
nced the aid of the Sundav-school Union, bat
gladly coniributed to its funds.
collections outside the city, Mr. McKillican do-
voted a portion of his time 1o the city itself, and
the result was that the Socicty was considerably
augmented,

.

.0 addition to

Mr. Walker's labours had been confined to that .
portion of the country cast of Kingston, bounded
by the Ottawa, the Rideau, and the St. Law. !

rence ; and those of Mr, McKillican extended in
the Eastern Towuships, Notthern Ottawa region
except the five months spent in Untario.

Mr. Walker states that, during the past year,
there Lave bven about 1,0u0 cinldren bronght
it the school in ditferent postions of his dis-
trict He complains, bowever, of the want of spi-
rituality in Sabbath->chool teachers but speaks
Lopefully of his field, remarkiug the care exer-
cised in vrganizing uew schivuls, and the im-
pression gaining ground among the teachers
that more ferveut prayeris indispensable for the
bles-ing of the Sunday-=chiuul.

Mr. McKillican speut nuch time last year in
the destitute settlements of the Northern Ottawa
reginn, where his labours were much appreciat-
el Sume very interesting extracts from his
Journal are given in the Report.  Amoung the
Germans and Highilaud Scuteh he orgamzed se-
veral schouls with enconraging prospects.

STATISTICAL RESUCLTS.

During the year, Mr. Walker has vrganized
16 schouls, with 91 teachers and 799 children
Be visited 118 schools, with 797 teachers and
7.299 scholars, and delivered 223 sermous and
addresses.

Mir. MeKiLnicay, in connection with the S. S.
Union, orgeaized 10 schools, with 51 teachers
and 350 scholars ; he visited 44 schools, with
275 teachers and 2,348 children, delivered 80
sermons and addresses.  In Western Ountarto,
he organized 31 schools, with 171 teachers and
1,340 schotars, and visited 66 schools, with 333
teachers and 4,372 scholurs, and delivered 135
sermons and addresses on the subject of Sunday-
school instruction. Thus througa the agents of
the Sucicty, 37 scho s have been organized, with
313 teachers and 2390 children.  They have
visited 228 existing schools, with 1,425 teachers
amd 14,019 children.

THE DEPOSITORY.

The business of this department has steadily
increased, and 1t now pays its own working cx-
peases. Without thi, deparument, from which
sciools can be furnished with ail the requisites
they need, the efforts of the Society mast be
crippled.  During the past vear *he irsues have
veen as fallow :—8chool Buoks; 9,974 ; Slemen-
tary Buooks, 5,810 ; Hymn Book:, 3,231 ; Cnion
Question, 4,053 ; Maps, 54 ; Tracts, §,318; Notes
to Teachers, &c, 4,309 ; Sundri s, us Roll Books,
1,365 : Periodicaly, 26,333 toial 63,467,

The increase over 1866 has buen 54,714, from
which, if $.318 tractsare deducted, there remain
46,396.  lncrease in library books, 3,264 ; cle-
mentary  beoks, 2,415; hymu-vook., 1,303;
Union Questions, §,175; and of periodicals for
Sunday-schools and Bible-classes, 12.189.

The cash sales at the Depository dugiag 1867
amounted to §1,901.49, being $114 increase on
the previous vear,

Thr sules by agents, remittances from schools,

, and grawts for 1957, amount 1o $1,537.12, being

S158.32 over 1846,
Wath sach encouragiug resulls in every de-
partmeny, the Society feel they must still in-
B
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crease their efforts. In closing their report,
the Committee refer to the Sunday-school Con-

vention in Toronto, at which the Society was re-

presented by Mr. Beujamin Lynan, and Mr, S,

B. Scott, Recording Sceretary :ulso to the orga- -
pization of the 8. 8. Schoul Association of Ca-
nada, and the Sabbaith-School-Teachers' Asso- .

cintion of Moutreal.  They nlsuv advert 10 the S,
S. Teachers' lustitute, held in Montzead during
the present month, the goud effects of which are
already apparent.  They alsoexpress their obli-
gativns to the Religivus Tiact Suciety of Lon-
don, for favours during the yeur.

The Treasurer's report showed a balance on
hand of 396

The Rev. Mr. Strrrvax moved the first reso-
lution.  He said, of the object of the present
mecting commended itself to lom, when he was
first called upun and requested to spezk on this
occagion, much more did it do s0 now, when he
bad heard the report.  This sucicny was one
that went about its wak noistlessly, but who
could culeulate its resutts?  ludeed, he regard-
ed this rociety, and Sunday-rchouls generally,
as being destined o play an smporiaut part in
the regencration of the world, and hastening on
a coming millennium,
suburdinate agencivs, but only the geueral up-
liftig of the cioss vt Clinisy, as was doue in the
Sabliuth-schools, could brivg about this period.
The religious element of the Sablath-school
barmunized with the aeligious sentiment that
existed in the youthful mind.
ment existed was evidenced by their dun per-

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

would not return unto him void, but prosper
in the thing whereunto He had sent it. The
speaker had much pleasure in moving the fol-
lowing resolution :—

“ That the Report, an abstract of which has
just been read, be adopted aud printed under
the direetion of the Committee; and that while
we humbly aud gratefully acknowledge the to-
kens of Diviue favour, with which the agents have
been blessed during the year, yet we would im-

" plure a still greater measure of Divine favour in

There was a variety of -

That sueh senti- .

ceplions, as thuse of a creature vaguely con-
r

sciols of a state not yet realized ; and witness
those perplesing questions s shed by children,
their sessous of pensive thought, their folding

of the hauds, lovking not into vacancey as it js |

often termed, but far away into the invisible |

world, commending with, aud tiying 1y grasp,
the unscen. How, then, was this religions ele-
mwentw cluldien to be provided for 7
pit was wot adaptod to the weekly conveyance
of instruction to the young. But home, with its

Tie pul- !

filind and parental relations, was particularly

adapied to religious teaching.  Yet did
nominal Christian homes exercise such a Cliis-
tin fluence?  No. There was there & miser-
able mivimum of home religious teaching, and
its want was lumentably deplorable.  Parents
were frequently both remnss and ignoraat; and
us Hospraus and Houses of Refuge were re-
medial agencics, so were Sunday-Schools.  The
great evil was w parcals virtually ignoring that
they were in duly bound 1o provide for the
mural and sprritual wants of their children.
Even tbe Sabbath-school conld nut take away
the respousibility from the parenis, nor supply
thew fack of duty, for the ministrations ot the
school came but once a week.  Parents were
bound to teach their Little oues from God's word,
and they should quabify themselves o do so,
and ¢ven then the schwol would supplement
their cfforts and through the combined agencices
of both, their children would be brought to the
truth as it isin Jesws.  The absence of religious
teaching m the schiools csiablisied by law,
mightalso be one reason why the clublren should
attend aSabbath-schaol, Taese Sabhath-schools
would meet with success; for Heaven mast smule
on such an cffort as this.  Thewerd of the Lord

our

Fsult in the foundation of churches?

the future. And that the following be the
office-bearers and Committee during the year,
with power 1o add to their number :—

President—J. W Dawson, L. L. D., Principal
of McGill University.

Vice-Presidents  Hon. J. Ferrier, Rev. Canon
Banctoft, Rev, J. B. Bouar, John Redpath, J.
C. Becket, I1L AL Nelson, J. A Matthewson, 1.
Lyman,

Treasurer—James Court.

Corresponding  Secretary—Rev. John Alex-
ander.

Recording Secretary—S B. Scott.

Depositary~—"Themas Muir,

Committee— George Hagar, Alexander Milloy
E K. Greene, Geotge Rogers, Lo Puton, T. J.
Claxton, 8. A Clark, B Lyman, Jumes Walker,
David MacParlane; 7. M. Bryson, S, J. Lymau,
F. W. Torrance, D. Mornee, Co A Stauk, Wil-
liam Rowan, Jolin Gardner, P.D. Browne, Wm,
Dickvon, Jas Stewart, T. R, Johnson, 8. B.
Caldicott.”

The Lev. J. MeKinticay, travelling agent of
the Union, secomded the tesolution.  Montreal
was cminently o Sabbath-school city, and the
influcuce of these gatherings was mighty for
good: and nog the least portion of the goud
effected lay in the circumstanee that they an-
nually brought Christians ot differcnt denomi-
nations together for one blessed purpose.  The
Christianity of a country was respousible for
the religious education of the youth of that
country : and the fricnds of this Society had a
noble example set them in Kindred socicties of
Eungland and the United Siates, that helped
them in the work.,  But some, in an official
capacity, had asked, do these Sabbath-schools,
established by the Union, live any length of
titne ! Arce souls covverted, and do they re-
In answer
it had been found thay, in one field, out of 111
Suabbuth-schouls, only 14 had ceased, 17 had
grown into congregations, and 5 had icesulted
in the organization of churches. I another

i sphere it had been found that,ont of 150 Sabbath-

schools, ouly 6 had died ; and in 17 places
churches had been organized. In fact, when-
ever Christians did their duty in counection
with these schools, they almostalways eventua-
ted in the founding of a church.  There were, in
the back settlements, many intermediate places
of fiftecen or inirty miles between the churches
of different missionary pastors, and it was there
the Union especially sought to plant its schools.
In these parts individuals were to be found who
had 2ot keard o sermon for years. Yetsome of
them were sons and danghiers of religious
parcats, and even of winisters in Britain, which
they had left, and others were persons of tefine-
ment and education  The resulis of thus being
cut off from religivus ordinances were hurtful in
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the extreme.
West and Bast.  Let them look this matter in
the face, and listen to the voice of the Master.
who had said, the night was coming wherein
no man could work.

Rev. Dr. Tayior then moved :

That this Suciety has undiminished confi-
dence in the Sabbath-school as a missionary
agency, through which the best interests of the
population may be promoted for time and cter-
unty ; asd as the organization of new ~chools,
and the improvement of those already existing,
can be best accomplished by personnl effort,

this meeting pledges itsel{ to susain at least

two agents in the coming year for this impor-
taut purpose.”
e said, all now rejoiced in the prosperity of

There was yet much to do both |

the Sabbathe-school cause; but it was notal- .
- Sunday-schools, from the good they were ¢alcu-

ways 30 ; for at one time this movement was
looked upon with something more than sus-
picion.  About the begiuning of the present
century, » poor shoemaker in Edinbuargh opened
a Sabbath-school in hiz workshop: but when
a good minister heard of it he was hor-
rificd, and, visiting the place, ordered the chil-

dren away, telling the shoemaker that the elnl- -

dien ought to be at home learning their cate-
chism from their parents.  The shoemaker re-
plied that most of those children bad s = purents
The speaker rememb red soon after this period
a certain villave congregation felt scandalized
beeanse 2 Sabaath-=chool had Lien established
near the church,  Bat now every chureh fuiiled
the Sabbath-school, and none thought its or-
gamization complete without one,  {t was the
will of God that Hiz Charch and people should
be an educated church and people, and this
education must be given in early life. A re-
vival of educntion had almost always been fol-
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Mr. H. Lyman, briefly scconded the resolu-
tion.

Rev Rabt, Campbell moved the next resulu-
tion, which was as follows :

That this Sociely rejuices in the increased at-
tention given Ly the Churches of this city and
elsewhere to the Sabbathi-school cause ; and re-
garding this as an answer to our long and pre-
severing efforts, wcild take encouragement
therefram to increase vur effurtz in the work we
have undertaken : remembering the command,
¢ in the morning sow thy seed and in the even-
ing withold not thine hand.”

My resolution declares what is true, that
areat atlention is just now bestowed upon the
Sunday-school question. There was a time, not
very farbistant, when men argued in favour of

lated to do, rcasoning that the assembling of
the young to be instructed in the Word of God
must needs he a good thing.,  The inguiring
gpurit of this age will not, however, be satisfied
with merely knowing what the Sunday-school
is hkely 10 da: it wats to know what it has
donc. This age is one which reasons from fucts
up to principles, iustead of ocenpying itself
much with speculating fran principles down to
probable facts.  Every Uung is thrown into this
modern crucible of inducticn,—the 8 indag-

. schaol as well as theology and philosophy.

lowed by a revival of religion, and the power to -

do good.  The geaciation which Mozes led inty
the wilderness were the most thoroughly edu-
cated in a religious point of view; for they had
little else to attend to, and they were the most
religious :nd valitnt of all that were known in
Hebrew history.  Samuel founded the schools
of the prophets, and the palmy days of David
and Solomon followed. Paul was the only
educated apostle, and he was the most success-
ful, and his sphere of labour was in the thea
most educated countries of the world. A re-
vival of learning preceded the Reformation, and
the Sabbath-school movement began in 1781 ;
and before the end of the century the great mis-
sionary cnterprises of the present were begun,
It was a significant fact that the gieat revival
of religion of the last century, and which *vas
still going on, was preceded by twenty years
of the Sabbath-schovl, These schools had a
tendeuey to raise the standard of picty demand-
cd in the Church, and their influence was felt
even in the pulpit.  The Church bad thus been
inspired with a degree of vigour which was
felt both at home and abroad. The speaker
then referred to the improvement in the char-
acter of Sabbath-schoul teaching, and to the re-
cent Teachers’ Couvention at Toronto and in
this city. He requested young men and women
to become Sabbath-school teachers.  In the
school they would not only do geod, but get
good. It would place them amidst good asso.
ciations and Keep them from: mauy snarcs.

Thouginful and inquiring men in Englind be-
lieving that the Sunday-<chool has already had a
fauir chance 10 show its power for good, are be-
ginning to inquire after results, so that the
wstitution may now he said to be furly onits
trinl. 1 think we have no reason to fear the
ultimate issue of this inquiry: my resolition
declires that the fricuds of Sunday-schools
court inquiry and attention to them. Some
timid persons may tremble for the canse as if
the inguiring spirit were neeessanly hostile 1o
it; but all progress and advancement are made
at the cost of wmuch pain and trembling.  No
change of view ever overtook auy mind, no
hirht ever entered into any sonl, no improve-
ment was ever effected that was not accotmpu-
med with the pains of travail. It is the only
pro ess by which doctrines and mstitutions can
be taken out of the category of mere conven-
tionalities and be vivitied with the vigour and
freshness of reality.

If the Sundav-sclool hes not accowplished
all that its fond fricnds could have desired
or expeeted, let us say so.  There is nothing
lost by teathful concessions by this course
we rather take the ground frem beneath the
feet of the objector. The skilful general foses
nothing  when he yields doubiful territory
in order to veach a more advantageous posi-
tion. Now, whilst I hold that they have ac-
complished uutold good, which cternity alone
will reveal, I am willing 1o acknowleige,
—and that we are ali trying to improve
our schools is acknowledgment of the fact,—
that they have to a certain extent failed in
fultilling the expectativas of their sanguine
promoters. I have cotversed on the subject
with ministers of various denominations of
Curistians, aud they have agreed with me that
the result of Sabbath-schoel training has not
given us, to the cxtent we would have desired,
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solid information or moral thoughtfulness in
our catechumens,  Defects aud failure are of
course 10 be expected, are indeed inevitable, in

everything in which human agency has t be |

employed; yet some of the causes of failure
are, § think, sufliciently near the surface to be
easily traced, and should not be 1egurded as

remediless, aud [ do not know any place or |

occasive more fitting than the present, when
we are met to promote carnestly the interests of
Sunday-schools, to glance at these.

One cause doubtless why we have not greater
moral carnesiness .nd love of truth and solidity
of charucter in many of those who come out of
the Sunduy-school; is the influence which o few
thoughtless, restless schulars exercise mver our
schools. Therd is what may be termed a chemi-
cal aflinity between the young, su that they are
influenced more by cach other than by ther
graver seniors.  Through this active sympaihy
with each othery a few furward, restless sp.rits
may more than cornteract the moral influence
of the most thoughtful teacher. 1 apprehend
this dissiy ating iuflurnce exercised by a frw in
2 school is a difficulty cvery teacher of eape-
ricuce has had to grapple with ; and I don't
know that an} satisfuctory solution of it has
yet been found. But this is felt as mudh ia
day schools, and is_a continual souree of rouble
and vexation. I do not speak of the airiness
and mobility of character which are e~sential to
the young, and which it would be eruelty to
repress into unnstural gavay 5 the difliculy
of which complaint is made, 15 that some are
persistently and wantouly idle, aud try to wake
others like themseives.  Perhaps the late Dr.
Arnold of Rughy's mode of treatment was, afior
all, the best,—to request parcnts to keep such
scholars as are invorrigible, and persist in ne-
gligence, at home, and get some person 10 deul
wiih them privatcly, if they themselves cannot
do it.

Auother dificulty very nearly related to the
last, and perhaps the trae parent of that rest-
lessieas that charuct rizes some Sunday scho-
lars, is that chiliren, especiadiy i cities and
towns, are .0 taxed during six Jlays in the week
vy their day-schoo! teachers in this Lurrying
age, that they have o energy lefi for patient
work on the seventh.  The recuperative forces
of nature are at work on the seventh day to
recover the nervous force and mental energy
expended duning the sweek, [ have no doubt
that to this suurce is to be traced much of the
dissipiution of mind in his pupil which oeca-
stons the Sunday-schuol teacher so much tivn-
ble. The restlessness is just the outcome of the
self-protecting forces in their coastitution by
which they reject any more work than their
minds can accomplist healthfully; for it is
generally the cleverest pupils that ure hardest
to manage.  And the resilessucss and propen-
sity to mischief are all tbe greater that the
Sunday-school teacher is not furnished with
the same powers of persnasion thatl tie week-
day teacher has at command.  Consequently,
through that influence that the clever, restless
spiritg bave over their fllows, and through the
sympathy the young have with each other rather
thau with their seniors,—from thoscthoughtl ss
oncs,, as a centre, a fuchion of thoughitle:sness
always spreads, causing the Sunday-school

. learuing to infants.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

sometimes to be what the day-school has often
proved o be, anursery for evil as well as good,
[ suppose many of you have seen this, as | have
in almost every school 1 have been wequatuted
with, and that is & good many.

But beeause that evil undoubtedly arises
sometities out of Suuday-sclools as well as
goud, are we on that account to c¢ry them
down? For the same reason we might also
cry down day-schools, for indeed these evils
cotnccied with the Sunday-school  have all
been borrowed from the day-school.  Sunday-
schools are as aecessary for imparting religions
iustiuction as day-schuols are for secular infor-
mation, now that in systems of Protestant edu-
cation the two are completely divoreed.  As
the wmajur.ty of parents can neither themselves
give their childien instiaction in gramnar,
geography, and atithmetic, nor afford to employ
it privaie tutor to do so; neither are they quali-
ficd to give sy stematic religions instiuciion, nor
citn they procure the means of private religious
tuition. I say this with no desire to weaken a
sense of parental responsibility ; but 1 mention
what is u fact. It then the great masses of the
youth in the Protestaut community are to be
wade acquainted with the elements of religions
knowledge at all, it is only in the Sunday-school
it ¢ be acquired. Aud what I would suggest
is, that Sunday instruction should be calculated
upon a3 o part of the necessury education of the
roung, as it surely is; and to that end the
parents shoald protect iheir children from the
overfustering influences of the day-school, s0
that sume energy of mind will beleft w0 the
Suuday-sclivol papils, Perhaps if Saturday were
umiformly observed as a boliday, this might
serve the same purpose.

But there is a third canse why Sunday-schools
have not bien so efficient as we conld have
desired, and that is that in the past the right
description of persons has not been always found
for teaciers. U know I shall be met by the
statement that we have bad to take those whom
we could get. Very true, but have we ex-
hausted a1l the means at our disposal to pro-
cu-e the serveees of effivint teachers? Of
course a willinguess to engagein the work isa
fundamental qualification tor the Sunday-~chool
teacher, as it is for the Mimster of the Woid,
But there are other qualifictions that should
be superadded. And the first of these is aptness
to teach. 1 hold, that as great care shonld be
employed in obining Sunday school teachers,
as m oblaining Mimisters, and that the gualitics
deemed necessary in the one shoald be equally
so in the other. [ fear that the great responsi-
bility resting npon the Sunday-school teachers
is not adequately considered.  There is surcly
as much involved i the comuncement of reli-
gious vducation, as inits subsequent develope-
ment, just us it is a principle laid down by
Quintihan, Arnold, aad other great educa-
tors, that the hest teaciicts should be ew-
ployed in teaching the simplest rudiments of
Because, if 1tis ill com-
menced, a distaste for it may be created that
caunot be afterwards overcome, just as we
Know the blundering stupidity of schoolmasters
in thuse days in this couniry, when it any man
was Lune or i im-d and disqualiined for other
employmnt, he was decmmed qualificd for teach-
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ing novices, made dunces of children that were
naturally intellectual, and created an aversion
for books which clung to them through life.
Now, I do not insinuate, that matters in our
Sunday schools are so bad as this, by any
mo:ms.; a great improvement has taken place
and 13 taking place.  But more requires to be
done.  One very obvious fact has been hitherto
overlooked, and that i3, that pavents should
hnow who are going to have charge of the reli-
gious cducation of their children, and so should
have a say in their appointment, us they have
in the cese of their own religious teachers. The
Pastor and rulers of the Churci, too, should in
the case of Congregational Sunday-schools
know who are to engage in this worl ; for it is
properly speaking their work—itis the ministry
10 the young—ind if their other duties will not
admit of tueir performing it themselves, they
should have at least the wppointment of their
substitutes,  Where ample materials for teach-
ers are at hand, 25 s the case in cities and
towns, there is no reason why we should not
have those engaged as teachers who are capa-
ble of stirring up the moral perceptions of the
soung. the geand end of all veligious teaching,
but that which has been most wanting in the
results of the past.  Most of the teaching has
been mechanteal, the pupils have neither made
proper inferences {rom the lessen, nor appro-
pristed 1ts moral bearings to themselves.

But my remarks hitherto, have borne chiefly
upon the schools in cities and rowns, as my
motion set me off in this direction. I am
aware it is somewhat different in the coun-
try districts.  Country schools wme toa con-
siderable exteat fiee from the objections and
difliculties 1 have enumerated, except the last;
which is felt in them with treble foree.  Yet,
in spite of this defect, they are atiended
with less evil so far as my acquaintance goes,
and I ought to Luow, for | myself gor alf

the Sunday.school g I ever had inone of

them. Country children come with reverence
to the school, as if they were going to chuich,
and this is as it should be. There is wmore
moril carnestuess in the pupil, partly, perhaps,
breause they have not the same chance of exer-
cising an ill influence on each other, owing to
tbeir living avart; and partly because their
intellectual powers and thoughtful energics
have not been taxed through the work, so as
to produce a sort of self-protecting dissipation
on Sunday. Country Sunday-schools, with all
their defects, I take, therefore, to be an,unmixed
good, a precious bles~ing, a centre of health-
giving moral aund spiritual light to the com-
munity around; and as the operations of this
sociely are chicfly carried on in suctt condi-
tions, cvery token of its success should be
matter of great gratitude and joy. [ havea
sprcial interest m those fields of labour in
which our agent has been working, because
many of them may besaid to belong to my
native district, & district that very much needs
the carnest attention of such asocicty. 1 have
much pleasure in moving this resolation.

Rev. Dr. Winges very bricfly seconded the re-
solution.  IHe spoke of the good the agents
were doing in their labours throughout
country. The community should liberally re-
spond to the appeal of the socicty for funds to
sustain them.

the |
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Rev. 8 B. Guany moved the next and last
resolution, as fullows :—

That this meeting, while it views with satis-
faction the interest which is felt in the cause
of secular education thiroughout the Dominion,
is deeply impressed with the importance of
combining with it sound religious instruction;
and regarding ‘Sablath-schools as one great
means, under the blessing of God, of attnining
this end, would earnestly commend them to the
countenance and support of every friend of re-
ligion and good vrder. .

This resolation wisely recognized the import-
ance of secular edacation; and, while he was
willing to concede 10 it all the importance it
de-erved, he must still believe that it was of
minor importance as compared with rehigious
education,  Men wmight cultivate the intelleet,
but if religious culture was withheld, thatalone
which could exereise an influence upon the
conscience, they only cultivated their power for
evil.  Most of the emiunent Greecian and Roman
philosophers were certainly men of cultivated
minds, but their morals were *nest corrupt. The
Ieaders of the French Revolution were e ducated,
but of infidetopinivns ~ Their hives correspond-
ed with their principles, and the ragn of utheism
in France was indeed areign of terrov. Take
away the restraining influences of @ religious
cducation and the very foundativus of society
would be broken up.  Two-thirds of the child-
ren now receiving religious cultute, would be
wretchedly neglected if not cared for in Sabbath-
schools, for many went to no other schiool., As
the people value the prosperity of the country,
and prize the glory of God, they should s istain
the institntion of the Sabbath-school, which had
already accomplishied so much, and which was
destined, in the providence of God, to be one
of the great instrumentalities of reforming the
world.

Rev, W. S, WaLkee, agent of the Union for
Ontario, was called upon to second the motion.
He believed that secular education was indis-
pensable in fitting youth 10 perform their duties,
and weet the responsibilities falling upon them
but when the real elements of a successful char-
acter were considered, we would see that reli~
gious culture waseven of a hipher necessity.
Secular education trains the mind to act, and
teaches skill to the hand ; but it dues not reach
the soul, which is the immortal part of man,
and which ~hould therefore occapy the most at-
tention from the parents in the education of
their  children.  Religious  education  foims
character, and this is the most essential in the
battle of life.—Pareuts would prefer to see their
children occupy a high moral position ; and
men, in general, would place more trust, and
reponse greater confidence in them, —if they were
guided by religions principles.  Let this be the
first object, and knowledge afterwards, He had
seen many parents toil trom jcar to year for the
support of the mere perishing budies of their
children, but not one word would they say, or
not one thought, perhaps, would cross their
minds, with regard to their deatliless spirits,

The doxolugy having been sung, and the
benediction prousunced by Rev. Mr. Parker, the
meeting was clused at about ten o'clock.

The forty-seveuth annual meeting of the Mox-
TREAL AUNXILIARY Biste Sociery was held on
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Wednesday evening in the Wesleyan Church,
Great St Jamues street. That vast edifiee was
filled, aud seats had to be placed in the aisles
fur the accommud.ation of those who could not
find room in the pews,

The Hun. James Ferrier, President, occapied
the cliair, and on the platfurm—besides the mi-
nisters who had to move and second the reso-
lutions—were Major Gen. Russell, and a num-
ber of leading laymen.

The Rev. Geo. Douglas conducted the devo-
tional service, after which the Chairman rose
and said he would, without any preliminary re-
mark, call upon the secretary to read the annua
report.

The Secretary (the Rev. G. Corxisn) then
read an abstract of the report, of which the fol-
lowing is the substance :(—

The Committed report, with thankfulness and
satisfuction, that the vperations of the Socicty
dwing the past year have been marked with
steady growth and success.

BIRLE-HOUSE.

The Bible-Honse and General Agency have
been couducted by Mr. Muir, with peifect satis.
faction to the committee. The premises are oc-
cupied jointly with the several religious socie-
ties of the city.

COLPORTAGE.

For the last year, six Colporteurs have becn
employed in various sections of the ﬁcld,/cither
wholly or in part. From vumerous applicants, |
three new Colporteurs have been selected, who
are now permanently employed; one speaks
Englisttand French,another Englishand Gaelic
and the third Eughsh alone, and their districts
are appointed accordingly.  The one employed
among the French-Canadians gives hopeful re-
ports of his labours.

BRANCHFS,

These have been visited by the travelling |
ageot Mr. Green, and many cheering inhications
ot strengtle and efficiency have been afforded.
Tiwe followng figures from Mr. Green’s report
are instructive :—

In the Province of Ountario the Society has
eight counties, with an aggregate population
of 171,996 souls ; 120,427 I'rotestants, and 51,-
569 Roman Cathoiics. In Qucbue, it Liss thirty-
six and n half counties, with a population of
674,571, of these 546,292 ave entered in the cen-
sus a3 Roman Catholies ; 5,000 as of no creed,
and 123,279 s Protestants.  In the whole field,
therefore, there are, in round numbers, 243,000
Protestants, and 395,000 Reman Catholics.

This work is becoming better known, and its
claims more generally recogmzed.

The amouat returned hy the Branches during
the past year is $5,006.51, against $5,709.54 for
1867, being an ivcreas~ of $197.03 over a year
whose recripts were the largest ever received
from the Braanches by this Auxiliary. The re- !
ceipts from she Branches have increased three-
fold within twenty years, and fully oune-third
wi-hin the past ten years, althoughthe country
vopulation has been very nearly stationary.

ISSURS

During the year, the Depository issued 7,203
Bibles, 7,390 Testaments, and 1,332 Portions ; !
in all, 13,925 copits, bang an increase of 2,324
over the number for 1566.
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GRATUITOUS DISTRIBUTION.

The number of copiesof the Scriptures gratui-
tously disposed of 15 472 Bibles amd 1,231 Tes.
taments, total, 1,706, value, $3517.46. Of these,
two-thirds have been in the Freuch language,
The Committee visited the hotels and public in-
stitutions, and tu those which were not supplied
with Bibles aud were willing to accept ther,
free grants were made.

FINANCES,

The total receipts amount to $16,22. 39, and
the expenditure to $11,813. 71, showing an in-
crease of receipts amounting to S1,586.57, as
compared with the year 1866 ; and 3678.42 in-
crease of expenditure.

The thanks of the Auxiliary are tendered to
the U. C. Bible Society for its liberal donation
of $621.33 fur the circulation of the Scriptures
among the French Canadians,

BIRLE-WOMEN'S REPORT.

The Bible-Women's Mission, in connection
with the Ladies’ Association, has been proseeat-
ed diligently during the past year, and a per-
sistent effor* is madegto make it more essentially
a Bible wotk, in contrast to an orgacization for
the relief of indigence.

The sales of Bibles arenot large, but the read-
ing of the seripures in motihers’ meetings and
from house to house, constitutes a great part of
the work of the Bible-woman, and has proved
highly useful and acceptable.  During the year
five Bible-women have been employed ; one of
them only for a few months. The French Bible-
woman sull pursues her work, and three of the
othersare employed in the city districts. Une
was employed for a short time in two of the re-
giments, but, owing to her remeval o Quebec,
this part of the mission was dizcontinued. There
is the prospect, however, that another may
shortly take ber place.

THE PARENT SOCIETY.

The Report of the Committee, an abstract of
which is given in the appendix, shows that the
past year exceeds all others in successand pros-
perity.

The Rev. M. GiBsox, M.A., moved the first re-
solution, which ran as follows :—

That the Report, an abstract of which has
now been read, be adopted, printed, and cir-
culated, and that the fullowing gentlemen be
the office-bearers and committee of the socicty
for the ensaing vear:—

President—Hon. James Ferrier.

Vice-Presidents—Principal Dawson, LL. D.,
F.R.3., John Mathewson, John Smith, Rev. Dr.
Taylor, Rev. Dr. Wilkes, Rev. W. Bond, M.A.,
Major-Gen. Russell, C. B.

Treasurer—I11. Vennor.

Scecretaries—Rev.  George Cornisa, M.A.,
Corresponding Secerctary , Alexander Johnson,
LL.D., Recotding Secretary,

Commiittee :—Revs. ', Wolff; D. M.MacVicar,
J. B. Bonar, Dr. Bancroft, W. B. Curran, E.Sul-
livan, Jubn Alexander, Joshua Fraser, Dr. Lillie
J. M. Gibson, G. Douglas, A. Macdonald, Dr.
Jeokins, Dr. frvine, W, Briggs, H. C. Kahler, A
Paton, S. b Gundy. M. S. Baldwin, J. Borland,
J. B, Clarkson, Dr. Balel, J. P. Dumonlin, R.
Ferrier, A, Young, Robt. Campbell, G. M. Me-
Ritchey,—Hunter, J. P. Lewis,—Shaw, Thos.
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Gale, S. N. Juckson, Thev. Lafleur, Messrs. W.
Lunn, B. Lyman, T. M. Thompson, T. Paton,
Theo. Lyman, J. Sinclaiz, R. Campbell, G. E.
Jacques, 11 Munro, 3 B, Seott, G Rogers, Julin
Turrance, jr.; J. A. Mathewson, Dr. Reddy, T.
M Piysou, M. H. Seymour, J. P Clark, George
Moflat, James Ferier, junior,, Ductor Syuire,
Captain Malap, A. D. C., Licut. Turner, Messrs.
A. Rulertson, George Brown, W. D. Mc¢Laren,
W. F. Lighthall, Robt. Irwin, Lieut. Col.
Ward, 60th Rifles, Staff' Surgeon Major Smith,
with power to add to their number,

Me Gisox said it was an honour to move the
adoption of a repurt so suggestive of grateful
acknowledgments to the God of the Bible. e
then, in passing, paid a tribute to the memory
of the late Mr. Greenshields, whose name had
furmerly vceupied o constunt plice amongst the
rull of uames that had jest been read over. ile
then dirceted aticntion to the changeless and
woudcerful progress of the word of God, and its
safe transimssion down t> the present, not-
withstanding that it had been wriden thousands
of years before the invention of printing, and
though the great libraries of antiquity hiad been
burned, and two systematic attempts liad been
made to destroy all copies of the Old and New
Testaments, Not ouly had it stood these shocks,
but it had come down to us with proofs of its
genuineness tenfold greater than those possess-
ed by any other ook whatever. It differed,
too, fiom all other books in its abiding fresh-
ness,  Other books grew out of date, but the
Bible still kept ahead. The infidel writers of the
present day would not stand by those of only a
century ago  These latter were perhaps only
to be found in the British Maseum ; but the pah
of the Bible was unot, like theirs, down to dark
oblivion; but rather, like tue skining light,
shining brighter and brighter to the perfect day.
Whatever might be said to the contrary, the
Bible did not contradict science.  The works of
scientific men, he said, soon became antiguated ;
and, as> an instance, he would read 1o them
some passages from the greatest work of oneof
the greatest of England's men of science,
dating buack only as tar as the beginning of the
seventeenth century . uamely, frum the ‘< New
Urganum™ of Lord Bacon. Having read o few
extracts from the second or scientific part of
that work, he said he would putitto *hem to
say which of the two was vat of date, that
work or the Bible. He read those estracts not
to cause them to respect Bacon the less, but the
Bible the more  The word of God still existed
in all its pristine fieshuess ; not like the faded
flower, laid between the leaves of some volume,
perhaps a copy of the Bible itself; not like the
mummy, nor yet like those fabled dragons of
the prime. 1t coudd still guide through life and
be a light in the article of death, when the spirit
was leaving the budy, and going into the sha-
dowy land alone. Its passages of promise and
comfort cuuld enable the soul to pass with joy
through the valley of the shadow of death. The
great secret of this wonderful efficacy and
perennial virtue in the scriptures was the fact
that they were inspired.  Of every other great
literary work of antiquity, from Homer 1o Mal-
ton, it might be said that, they being dead yet
speak, but of God’s word it must be afliemed, it
being alive yet spoke, and of all honors this was
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the greatest, to be connected with the spread of
this Wurd, in bowever humble a way.

Tur Rev. James Guees, travelling agent,
seconded the resulution, and, in so duing, vb-
served that this was the first meeting of an
Auxiliary Bible Sucicty in the new Duminiun ;
and as the Bible, in the words of Her Majesty,
contiuned the secret of England’s grautuess, let
them, then, cndeavour to make  the new
Dominion a land of Bibles. There was around
us & population of 750,000, whose religion had
a tendency to muke them indifferent about the
Word of God; but the giant intellects which
were to be found in thst commuuiou were be-
ginning to perceive and to acknowledge the
claims of the Bible.

The speaher here quoted the beauuful and
powetful tribute paid to the Bible by the Hon.
Mr. McGuee, in his paper on the Mental Oatfit of
the New Dotninion, and his declarativn that it
wis, of all uther buoks, the book; for the read-
ing of the houschold and for the young. It
was no: from a wish to disturb, but because
they believed the Bible to be God's last gift to
man, that czaused them to seek to give it w wider
currency in the Dominion. Instead of one cul-
portecr, this Society should employ six ar
seven. The British and Foreign Bible Society
were doing a great work in China, Italy, and
Germany ; in the last-mentioned country, 600,-
000 copies having been circulated during the
last year. Wherever the Bible was circulated,
it cleared the judgment and drove away super-
stition. It had driven away the almost in-
credible belief in relics entertained by vur fore-
fathers in the 14th century; and. above all,
wherever God's Word came, there fulluwed a
revival of religion; for, as the rain came duwn
and accomplished that whereunto it had been
sent, 50 the Word of the Lora would not return
upto him void. The Bible had done more to
revolutionize society and bless the world than
all other hooks putl together.  Even the waves
of human passion lid helped to spread it, and
it waz sull going about dving good, both foc
this life and for the next,  Such a book must be
of God.

The resolution was adopted and the collec-
tien was then made, after which

The Rev, M. S. Bavpwin, M.A., moved the
second resolution :—

That this meeting records, with all thank-
fuluess, its apprecintion of the great value
of the growing liberality and co-operation
of the part of the branches and other friends
of this Auxiliury, in the work of Bible-cir~
culation during the past year; and, also, to
express the hope that the more intimate politi-
cal relatioushipinto which the several provinces
of this Dominion have been brought with each
other, may lead to more zealous and united
efforts to distribute the word of God through
the leugth nnd breadth of the whole land.

He observed that the sum of the resolution
was, that this meeting desired to record its
gratitude fur the past, and its hope for the fu-
tare.  Gibbou, in lus history of the * Dechine and
Fall of the Roman Empire” bad remarked that
the downfall of that great empire was not owing
to the cnemivs without, but to the corrnption
within.  The stern fortitude of the days of the
Gracchi and the Scipivs having gone, when
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vast hordes that came sweeping down on her
from the steppes of Asia aud the forests of
Gerraany met with but a feeble o pusition; for
the great pulsating heart that had supphed life
to the length and breadth of that empire had
ceased to beat, leaving only & pallid corpse, the
image, but not the reality, of Rume.  Asitieas
then, so was it mow. The prosperity of cvery
soricty abroad depended on the healthand vigour
iclt at home. Let there be but 2 rapt and fer
vent picty amo g oursclves, a chastened desire
throughout 2l we Churches of the land we call
home, including rot only tlns Dominion of Ca-
nada, but the great kingdom to which it is our
privilege to beloag, 10 consccrate themselves to
the mighty work their Redeemer has given them
to do, and then the green tendrils of the vine of
Trath, being well watered at the roots, would
rapidly spread.and overleaping the rugged bar-
ricrs of nauons, would clasp the utraoss ends of
the carth with living baads, more lasting than
the faith of treaties, marc indissoluble than fei-
1ers of brass, Men sametimes ask with 2 conis my-
teeus sucer, ¥ What is the Clurch doiog
abroad 77 She is doing much, but would de
more were there a deeper picty at home. Al
hamanly speakiong, depends on home wfiucnce,
and if the cause be weak herey it will be weak
abroad. Ifwxc wish our missionaries to contend
successfully with the disciples of Confucius on
hie distant Ima¥: of the Yang-tse-kiang, or
Hoang-ho, or 1o triumjh arter the followers of
Mahame! inthic crowded marts of Caira, Bagdad
or Ispahan, it is imperatively necescary that =t
home we overcome ihre dictates of indolence, and
Iabaur incessantly for them in prayers and sup-
plications, that the bicssing of God may rest
upon itheir hivnourable 1a:l. Welive in an age of
dull matesialiam, when theinicresienf trade and
pursuits of eatumerce scem to be ahsorhing all
the time and capitat of our monesed mea. Trade
is the geeat god of aur day. not war as in yeags
gone by, s fluctzations <hake Earepe and
Americr. Au ancxjecied fall ar rise in tiw price
of woollen ar coltan sutls agiirtes far tnore vra-
foundly the whole vommunily than to hear of
the death of a million untaught, unredeemed
savages,  Bul when & man regands at a low
price the great world within himself, it cozld
not be expected that e wazld ke muchiateres:
in e one which was wi hout. Fer these reasons,
there was a prezlaar propricty in the sagiely,
thusreconding its gratitude to Almighiy God for
Ure increased interest which bad been taken du.
riag she sl year in i weifare, 2ffording, as it
did, anindchit ble proof that, am:d all the excite-
meals and anxelics of life, there were pat want-
ing mea 1o hacten to the resctie of the ark of
God, and ta ihe establishment of his canse ujron
the eartin.  The second jart of the resalution
cxpressed a bojxe tkat the confedemation of the
Provinees of Briish Narth Amesica may be
prodaciive of geod ia the wnivereazl cireulation
of the ward of od thronghast the Jand; the
hope, s2id the sjwaker. 15 pro3s, azd we shall en.
deavast 1o show by wint means it may be reals
ized. The Coslideration of e PProvizees bag
I a1 nol to sever, b3l tlo aemeny, clevazlly, the
«ommeciing tetween this coanivy and Goeal
fictain. Two hosmand miles of walesT wasir so-
Farate oa7 shores; bat britween o= foclings and
afeclioss here is Ro £ oF crevice into which
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conspirators 2t home, or cnemics abroad, can
insert the wedge of separation. But the greatest
glory of Eagland, rich sts her ancestral traditions
may be, rests not upon the magnitude of her
commerce, or the prowess of ler arms, but
upon the high, and, until ately, almost solitary,
position which she has occupied, as the dis-
seminator of light and truih, among the distant
nations of the carth.  Her people bave been a
wise and undersianding people,nnd have Izbour-
ed Bard for the glory of God : so thai, to-day,
the number of peuple who «we their conversion
to  English instremeatality far exceeds that
produced by ull the churchies of the world put
together.  This, then, is the spirit of our great
progenttar, which we hope to sce infused inte
the Confederntion. Great and mighty efforis
had been, and were being, put forth by the
Great Repubtic in the direction of spreading
the Word of (God; aud hie uow bore testimouy
to this on account of the amity which shauld
always exist between tar two peoples, aud we
ought 1o pray that our brethren in the Staies
mueht be still more successful. It had been
sard by an ancicat shai Rome and Persia were
the iwo eyes of the world, and so ino-day,
amongst Chrishiau nations, Englznd and Ame-
rica were the two eves of the msverse.

After stating that Coufederatian was not oniy
an accomplished fact, bat 2t nccessity in the
growth af a peaple, Mr B thus continucd, allud-
ing 1o the present state of affairs in Europe.
Thiese is au idea inherent, said hie, in the human
mind, that the nerthern Kingdoms of the carth
must by meae dint of their intelectual and
physical saperiority, eventualiy overrun and
subjugate the southeri; bat it Scems tu me
thege 1S a deeper and mare spiritaal law at
wark, by which the relative pasition of cmpires
is determined. not by the magaitade of ammics
of the potrer of fleets, bzt by the spiriiual lizht
and eons ~picatl anicliecical adveantages which
Loy Jresess,  Nattanc o which vas the light
of gusiel truth must exjand,  Asinand At
wese lo-day in deep ipmomance and Tvicee, and
their peaple were vassals. Kuroeje was cum-
[arativels enlighicoed, and so far fice. By
what pracess of reasoning otber than this can
we explain the fact that the oace majrstic cm-
pice of the Otaman Turk has sank inte degoy,
while the Museotite kingdom has tisen into
Jwe~emineace and power.  The Turk may linger
¥ei far 2 briel sjaee by the placid waters wlike
Rasphorus: but soaner a7 latern the jast ves-
tige of Mahammedan jower in Eavope it szre
1o e swept away, and the proud empire that
anee stariled ibe praee of Karaje, b fargaiten
and soknown. I shall not maere than al-
lude to Prassia, whete we see whal was oace a
weak and insigniffaant State, through et
adoplion of the Prolesiant faith, nol only of
the head of Centrzl Katope, but exercisiag the
mast commanding and powerlsl infisence amid
the aations of the carth.  Span s3nk in Pagal
bandage, ad woae dowa. Ausinia, onee the
pillar of e PPajal Power, cowervd midst the
shadaws of the Carathian moantaing, Bat
Prolestant Prascia. onee insigaiboant, had bee
onme noil only Grsl amosgst ke Germanic
Staies, bat amenysl ke I3t of Uk forvrmost
mations of the warld, Bat the sirongest jeoof
of that wich 1 advanoe—anameldy, that nalbozs,
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according to their light and spiritaal advan-
tages, ar% sure to outstep their or.lgmal limits

4is to be found in the Italian peninsula. Italy

5 all ker ancestral traditions, by all the valgur
she evinced in the past, by the vigour of ber
nanhood and the suffrages of her people, ought
‘0 be free. During the middle ages, and down
«en to recent times, Italy under the Papal
2ower, lay like o chloroformed patient 12 the
1ands of a surgeon, and at that period what
was the state of the country ?  When other na-
tions were advancing in light and truth, she
was stagnant and dark, her commerce gonc,
her spirit dead, her frecedom fo_rgotlcn, .hcr
people sunk in ignorance,superstitionand vice.
The morning at last broke. .—\lxpost. through
every hamlet, and through every city, the Word
of God was quistly circulated, and men gather-
¢d the idea of political liberty as they read the
Gospel of Christ. Then came the revolution of
1848, by which the Duchies were swept 2Way;
and, still later, the great change by which,uuder
Garibaldi, ihe Iislians overthrew the Bourbon
dynasty in Naples and made all Italy, with the
exception of Rome, absolutely free, from the
plains of Lombardy to the Gulf of Taranto.
But the ancicnt home of Roman greatness 15 yet
enslaved, and Garibaldi in the greatness of his
great heart, has sworn that she shall be free.
The sphinx of the Tuilerics and the gemus of
the Vatican are confederate to-day, pul wemay
rest assured that on the very first oceasion when
France becomes embroiled in & foreign war,
Italy, perhaps strengthened by the great politi-
cal power (Prussia), wili make a bold and cf
fectual stroke to acquire the long-looked-for 2nd
coveted prize.  And now the question prescents
itseli: Why is Ttaly so prosperous to-day ? Why
is she throwing off the fetters and maxims of
centurics, and rising into dignity and potwer ?
Itis because the truth has made her free, and
a spirit more deep and true than that which

reigned in the heart of the Scipios and Cresars !

kas been cvoked, which ncither the haughty
policy of France ror gloomy intrigues of the
Vatican caald avercome.  Hitherto the nalions

of he canth have boen the offspring of war, |

and brought into the world amidst the smoke
of lnttle and the tumuli of conflicting passtons

Rat ¢ have een bora when peace, pfo-f
foundest peace. Teigns from the Atlantic to the !

Pacific seas. Onr land is fertile, our people
cantented, and our Bible frec @ bat wemust cver
Tememier that the peace and secutity of otr
Country rests; not upon any physieal adraniz-
ges bat upan aar cartring out in oar lives the
prre precepts of the Word of God.  We have
no geand history of the pas, rich in bemie me-
navics, 10 refer ta, but by labousing for God, we
¢3n cecupy, ia the fatare, the hoacurable posi-
ticn of Bting, not only one of the Gistof her
Majesty’s dependendes, bat alzo one of the first
amid the nations of the warld in radiating the
dizine light amang the far-of peoples of the
carth.  And whea, at last, the great scroll is
epened and the listof nations is fead ony, i we
tx found not amangy the destroresy, we shail be
among the beacfaclors of our mice, and the

blessings of hisa thai was ready to petish, and |

the blessiag of many a weary nation shall rest
wpoa our heads,
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Rev. Dr. Jenkins—seconded the resolution. He
regretted the absence of the Rev. Dr. Jenkins,
and said that when invited to address the meet-
ing after the accomplished speakers who had
preceded Lim, be felt inclined to refuse, but if
he did so, he should be failing in his duty.
Witk regard to the wondrous book for whose
dissemination they had met this evening, he said
others may doubt its authenticity, and deny
that the holy men- of old who wrote it were
moved by the Holy Ghost, he felt confident there
was n one here who,from the age of ten years,
bad not experienced that these were God's own
words. All must have scer the infleence of
the principles of the Bible upon the lives of
men. Each one could probably recollect some
acquaintance, the whole tenor of whose life had
been changed by it. No power could work so
great awork upon the hnman mind as the word
of God. It was wonderful also 10 notice the
almost perfect identity of feeling between
those who hiad received the word of God into
their hearts ; and this peculiarity was noticeable
cven among those of different races and lan-
guage. He joined earacstiy in the hope that
every part of this Dominion would come nobly
forward and work hand in hand, in the great
work of spreadiag this book of life. Let us al
remember this truth of that Book, # Them that
honour me ! will honour.”

The resolution was adopted.

Rev De. Tavise moved the next resolution,
which was as follows :—

That the members of this Auxiliary desire
herehy to make knowa their unabaied con-
fidence in the Parent Saciety; and they re-
joice in the fact that the past year ofits labours
1 “ constitutes one of the brightest and most mem-
i orable epochs in its history,” »specially be-
;
1
1

cause of the largre increase in the distribution of
copics of the Rible in * foreign lands, where the
Seriptures exist in numbers sadly disproportion-
ate to the urgent wants of the masses, of the
{ people.” And farther, that the sum of £160
f sterling be remitied as 2 donation to the funds
of the Parent Socieiy.
He could not understand how there could be
. any want of confidence ia the operations of the
British and Forcign Bible Saciely,—one which
has donc more, under God, than all other
saciclics combined, to pui the word of God
into the hands of etery son of Adam. The
British and Foreipn Rible Sociciy has vur noble
Queen Vicloria for its patson, and, dating khis
life, it had also ber consort, Prince Albert. asa
atron aad zeslous supporter: while, at its head
tow stands W=l preat and good man, Farl
Ehafteshury, as Presideat.  In all countries we
found that the very best and  Noliest men were
ameng the suppaslers of this great iasiitution ;
and ifwe crred ia supporiag i3, we trred among
the bost men that ever lived.  fic had wather
erT with them, than in company with Bishop
Colenso and his thirty-three followers amoag
e clergr of Englasnd. I they tookawar the
Bible, <hat wonld they give inits place? If
he was standing by the side ofa dylag petson,
1 could he ofier to 1ead to that pesvon for conso-
lation an csmay from linme or Colenso, o xR
extracl from Brron or Rsani? No: the poor
safferer would picad loagiagly lov the old family
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Major Gemeral Rogseil—ia the abseace of ° Rible
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The resolution drew attention tothe large in-
crease inthe oreulution of the Bible nmidst
foreign lands. Pasging the straits of Dover, we
found, for example, that 1 France, during the
past year, there had been circulated more than
92,000 copies of the Bible, and, during the 24
years of the society’s existence, 0\ er three mil-
fi0n copivs of the Word of God had been so cir-
culuted in that couniry  During the past year,
the number of Bibles distributed s the follow-
ing countries respectively, were in round num-
bers:—Holland, 20,000 ; Germany, over 60,
oun ; Switzerland, 48,000: Austrin, 156,000,
bcmg an increase over last yvear of 496, 000-
Denmark, 21,0005 Poland; 34, 000; lrc-l'uld
10,000 ; Normx}', 25,‘10": Sm.-dcn, 27.00u ;
Russia, 62, 000 ; hialy, 43,000; India, 124,000,
bemg an increase ot 47,000 ; China, 62.000,
being an increase of 15,000, The Parent So-
ciety tells thatit rendered the Bible into 178
different languages, tongrues, and dialects: over
60 of which were never reduced lo a gram-
matical construction  umil the British  and
Foreign Bible Socirty prepared an educatioua)
graminar to cnable them o render the Bible ac-
cessible to the muliitudes. This was indeed
a miracle as great. though accomplished in a
diJcrent way, as that in the olden time when
thosc of different languages heard tie apostles
speaking to them in their own tongues. At the
present time, more than 750 millions of people
were reading the issues of the Sociely in their
own tongucs. The rrsources of that Sociely
were almost inexhaustible, and their finances
showed an increase over Jast year of £34,000,
the whole receipts being £216,445. It was an
interesting fact that, at the beginning of this
century, Great Britain was bearing men by the
thousand, und materials of war, into Franer,
10 resimin .\‘:\polcun from subjugating Europe
under despotic rule o Lut, to-day, instead of
sending soldicrs, Bmtmn twas cending 95,000
copics of the Bible into that land, thus showing
us that the Truth of (God docs tmch natians to
beat their swards into ploughshares, and theic

spears into pruning-hooks. and learn war no
more. Six thousand copics of the Wardof God, in
the German language. will soon purge that
Iand of the Iast vestige of muonaliom. And
Italy, that land which formesly perseented
Christians to the death, s now rccrx.i:xg Ribles
by the thousand. The Pope had fulminaied his
curses against the Hritish and Fareign Rible Sa-
ciety, but he could not resiram its work. In-
dccd, ke had far more 1o foxr from that Saciety
tian from Garihaldi. He believed that. under
the dlessing of God, thic warld of aurs was to
be regeacraied by this saciety. If we woald
briag this wosld &ansue et us give 5 inhab:t-
ants l!:c Bible If we wounid elevale our mo-
ther land and purify the commesee and all the
olher streams aof her indusicy, let us mive her
people the ible. I wwe would place this New.
Dominion amany thase lands which work
that righicousness which exalisth a natien, Jet
us put the Riblec in the bandsofall the inhabit-
aats thereo!.

Rev. J. B, Crargsax was calied upon to se-
coxd the resolution. which hedid, buten ac
coaat of the Iaieness of the hour ke made no re-
marks.

Tbe resolation was adapied,

cw——
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After the singing of the doxology, the ben-
diction was pronounced by Rev. Dr. Wilkes, aul
the meeting separated at about ten v'clock.

The twenty-ninth anniversary meeting of tie
Frexcn Caxapiay Missionany SocieTy was hed
on Thursday eveaing in the Wesleyan Churds,
Great St. Jumes street, the Rev. W, Taylr,
D D., Vice-President, in the chair. A numecr
of pupils of both sexes from the schools av
Pointe-aux-Trembles occupied a portion of he
gallery,

At seven o'clock the programme was opened
with singing by pupils of the school, at Pointe-
aux-Trembles, fullowed by devotional exercises
conducted by the Rev. J. B, Clarkson.

The Cuamnuas then rose, and said he was
prond to preside over the meeting, on account
of the cause which it represented. He pegrettec
the reason, however—namely, the sickness of
the President, Mr. John R (‘dp'uh, who other-
wice, wonld have accupied the chair. The S
ciety disavowed any hostility towards their Cx-
tholic fellow-mien @ but on the contrary, feht the
must profound respect for every honorable mas,
whether Catholic or Protestant ; even for e
priests of Rome,—thase of them who were hun-
ble, sincere, devoted, selfidenying men; ard
they extended this feeling to the Pope himsclf,
in so far as his personal chamcter was con-
cerned.~—for, in that respect, he compared most
favourabiy with many of his predecessors. Never-
theless, they held that the religion taught by
the Church of Rome was not the religion taught
by Christ, but a Mariolatry : andit was becom-
ing morc and worc so cvery year: and they
claumed the right of warning the membets of
that Church that such was the casc. Great
providential changes—cespecially the movement
tawards the umficstion of IMaly—maust lead o
the overihraw of the {emporal power of the
Pope; for two suprems powers could not con-
tinue to cxist side by side inthat country. A'so
recent palitical changes in our own land shonld
make us more carcful to preserve our civil an!
religious rights therein, both for our immediate
selvesand for others,

The Rev. A MrDoxaun, Secretary of the Sn-
ciety, vead the annual repert, preceding it by
the reading of same chcouraging extracis from
the journals of the colporteurs of this Secicls.
The following is an abstract of the

ANNUAL RETORT.

In presenting their twenlr-uninth annual re-
port. the Comimttre would renew thewr grate
tude o Ged fur tus conlinucd blessing on the
Iabours of the Secely duniug the past year, They
would aito cxpicss their great satisfaction that
the mission has now, ia full and successful
opeaati -n, all the various agencics which expee-
fiener hias showa to be necessaty for the sue-
cessful prasccution of such an caterprise as that
in which the Socicty is engraged.

COLTORTAGE.

Of the twenty-five missionaries amplored by
the Seocicty last vear, sixicen werce ca;:agcd in
coiportagre.  Kightcen large countics were
thareaghly -:sucd and 1,232 copics of the
Scriptarcs,in whale a7 i part, 105 porlions ealy,
and H.?"l books and iracls, were citcalaind
His word, in namerous instances, had not re-

tatacd ato him void.
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MONTREAL. )

Tlis important Missionary centre is now ina
most effectite cundition. The Res. G. M. De-
+i lets, having resigned his charge in New York,
screpted an invitation from the clu}rch 1o l:g-
come its pastor, and cntered upon his worl; n
September last. The Sabbath congregations
ha-c increased, and often include a lar_;;c pro-
portion of French-Canadian  Romanists. A
Sajhath-School and Bible-class are in successful
ojeration, and the prayer-meetings on Wednes-
diy evening are largely attended. Mr. Desis-
lets acknowledges, in the warmest manner, the
ad given to tie Church by our zeaious city
crangelist, Mr. Van Buren. Mr. Van Buren
continued during the year his important wWork
ia the city ; going from house to bouse, offering
the Scriptures and holding contersatiums with
the peuple.  The five students of Mr. Cousserats
ciass ure also employed us colpurieurs in the ity
one day every week.  The depusitory, vu Craig
strect, had its stock replenished by importa-
tions from Francr of uscful hooks, and by va-
luabls grants from the Religious Book .:unl
Tract Society of London, and the Tract Society
of Toulouse, and reading-rooms arc being ap-
preciaied by the oung men of the Church, and
cannot fail of effecting good amongst them. The
former now contains 1,393 volumes of French
and English books.

JULIETTE.

The labours of the Rew. Mars Amiatthis sta-
tion. although somecwhat interTupled by severe
personal and domestic affliction at the cum-
mencement of the year, have been marked by
his usual and zeal and devotedness. Mr. Vessot
still occupics his stall on the market-place, much
to the dissauisfaction of the Romush clergy, A
most important and hepeful mavement aceuraed
amengst the French Canadian Rowan Gathelics
in Chertsey, a tawnship near Jolietie. which
has resuited in the conversion of seseral fami-
lies, and the enlightenment of many athers.

OTTATA.

Mr. Jamicson, who still continurs to occupy
the stations in hiz region, has been very tmuch
cncouraged during the past year. He reperts
four famiiies as having heen brought tox know-
ledge of the truth, and atoatl forty others as
haring been awakencd.

OGAENSRURGR AND OTTATWA.

The Rev. P. Daclos remained last year in
ckargre of these two stations, the latter of which
wxas also visited hy Mr. Jamicsan., At the for-
mmer place Mo, Duclos continues his Sablath see-
vires. As the sociely have had 1o bear e
whale of Mr Daclos’ expenses, the Commitice
prapose to withdmw Mr. Ducloes fram Ogdens-
burgh, and emplox him at a point in 1t specal
field, where tive services of an ordaincd mission-
a7y ave now much accded.  in telation to Of-
tawa, Nz Daclos expresses himself as hopefal,
althozgh many dificulties remmain yet  wkich
Bave to be overcome.

RELLX RITIERE.

Nr. A, Geaflroi, who was seat 1o this statior
1ant yerr, s1ill occapies it, preaching on the Sab-
hath and condocting a Sabbath school. The
members of the Charch cantinae frmly attacked
to the gospel, and zppreciate the secvicesof the

sepctuary. Tho French-Canadian Roman Ca-
tholics in the vicinitsjure manifesting more wiil-
ingness to receive the visits of this missionary.

MONTCALM AND TERREBONNE.

Mr. E. Richard continues tc occupy this field,
residing at ¢ 8t. Anne des Plaines,” ministering
to the s2attere:] families of converts who reside
in it, and offering the gospel to many around
him who have not been made partakers of its
biessings. From his journals, extracts of which
are heregiven, it is evident that the truth is
surely :naking its way amongst the people in
that district.

MEGANTIC.

The field is still ocenpicd by eur zealous
Evangelist, Mr. A. Solaadt, who cuntinues to re-
<Iie at laverness. He reports favourably ia re-
Jation to the spiritual condition of the converls,
hut regrets that their numbers bave bten re-
duced by remo~al of two familics, one of which
emigrated 20 the State of Vermont.

EDUCATION.

The importance of this department of its work
bas cver, been recognized by the society. It
has, therefore, endeavouredtto maintain the effi-
cicney and multiply the aumber of its educa-
tional institules.

INSTITUTES AT POINTE-AUX-TREMBLES.

The scssion of these schools for 1866-7 closed,
a3 usual, with a public cxamination, held in May
last. The cxercises wereinteresting, and maoni-
fested the zes! and devotedaess of those engaged
in the instruction of the youth asscmbled on the
occasion.

The present session oponed on the 15th of
October last, and thereare now in =ttendance at
the instituies 45 boys and 31 girls, of whom 27
are entered as Romanists.  Of the whole num-
ber, 39 are new scholars,

The Rev. J. A. Versnon continues Principal
of the Boys' [nstitute, and Mc  Rivard as  Asst.
Teacher. Mrs. Moret aad daughter, aided by
Mr. Moret, remzia in  charge of the Girls'
Schoel: Mrs. Vernon and Mixs Sarab Verson
ably superintend the buuschold matters of the
furmer cstablishment. The Comiuitice of the
Montrenl Ladies” Auxiliary, who share with the
General Committee in the management of the
Gir:s' School, bave, by thrir monibily visits and
saperintendence of iis domcatic afairs, doae
rouch to promoie its cficiency.

TNEOLOGIGAL CLASS.

The Con mitice have bren able, after years of
poarerful efort, 10 form a class for the training
of miscionarics, In  Aprl Iaet, ther happiiy
suceeeded 1 secunipgy the services of the Rev.
D. Cousseray, M. A. & B, A, of Monatsudan, for
this important work.

Three youag wen, the froits of tre mission,
and prpile from Fointeanx-Trembles, with the
t=o already studying for the minisiry, ate vow
atteading this class

SCIOOL AT GRENVILLE.
The school keve undes Mr. Matthics's charge

< was in session for ten moathy,  Theaverage at-

tendance was 29 schotars, of whom one-hxlf were
Romaa Cxtholice. The answers given by he
children were 7oy correcy, and manilested the
faithfulness of ikeir teachers. The Bible is daily
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read and studied by all the scholars.  Mr. Mat- |
thicu raports that the priest hus beguna school
in his vicinity, of which e thus Writes 1

“ Phe Priest’s school hus not lessened the
number of Romug Catholic children attending
aurs ; tndeed 1 huve four more of them than [
had last year, makicg in all eighteen of that
class ; while at the priest’s school there are ouly
five children in atfeudance. They read the
word of God every day with the othier childres,
and appear to enjoy the exercize more thao the
rest, because itis sonew them. At home to
they read the Testzment to their parents.”

TREASDHER'S ACCOUNT.

Tha receipts fromcontribntions from different
coumtries were as follows;—Ureat  Britain;
514,560 ; Quebee and Untario (of which Montreal
subseribed S4,674), 311,525  Nova Scotia, 3121 ;
Uaited States, 3215, —~winch, with the balance of
Iast, umounted to S17,167. Totsl expenses were
S$15,8u3, leaving a balance on hand of 81, 342,
Owing last year for Protestant Church, $4,626;
proceeds of Ladies Bazasr, ¢1.503; leaving a
balasce of 33,123.

The Rev. D.H McVicss then moved the fol-
fowmg resolution :—

That the Report, an abstract of which has
now been read, be adopted, printed, and crreu-
iated ; and that the following gentlemen be
the office-bearers and commitice of the Society
for the ensuinng Fear :—

President Mr. Jobo Redpath,and alacge Com-
mittec.

In maring the adoption of the report, he pro-
posed ta glance at the extent and charmacter of
the ficld. This ficld comprised the greater part
of the Proviace of Quebre, and parts of Ontario,
and seat its iufluence amoagst the French Ca-
nadiaus of the Usited States. The Society re- |
ceived great aid and a large amonat of sympathy |
in this city. It sought the caligbtenment and |
religious regenemtion of a millien of people of
the French race, and was apposed by the leara-
ing, <kill, energy, and perseverance of 9900
prinsts. besides frincs and nuns without number.
These ccelesinstics were ot ta be blamed for .
their selfssnerifice. On the contrary, it was
matter for admimtion, but the right was claimed
to tel} them that their zeal was pot according
to knowledge. The sociely Was cpposed by
agencies many and powerful,~by richiy endow-
od colieges and churches : the flucnce of e
cRessional box, and all that in an hnpesing
and sensuons worship was suited to the inclina-
tians of man: aiso by the power of granting ab-
solution, and of a demission from purgatorial
fire. Noionly these, but by the potent auxilia-
rics of institutions calenlated—in the shape of
asglums, refuges, and other eleemosynary and
benevolent forme—to meet the wants of the poor
and the unfortunate.  And hereagain, wewere .
in justice bound te commend : but, ntthe same
time, compelicd to lament and complain,—in-
asmuch as at! these were ndminisicred by, aad
asseriated with, a religions sysiom, which pre. |
veated its votaries from becoming merally free, |
and shut out the truth from their minds . being, |
in finae, & power for evil, while perfarming works |
in themselves commendable and good. Qser |
and shgee all these, there were cauvent-schooals .
with ali cducational applianees, especially for .
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the accomplishments of masic, drawing, &c.,
and with musters brought from the old world;
these were making terrible inroads into ouwr
ranks; for while the commnn-schools were m.-
scrable affuirs, waith their waste of precious tie
aad attentivn by ccclesiastical formulas, these
city schouls, winch seemed especially formed for
vacllating Protestants, were cheag, and efficient
in bestowmng the accomphishments desired by
sutie fur their offspring ; but they were out-and
out Cathulic,~presenting Romanism in us
tmust specivus garb; and shame to those Pro-
testatits, who sent thither their children, sacri
ficing their daughters on the altar of an idola-
trous fuith and worship! These were mighty
nowers wiclded by the sacerdotal arm, byt w
these were tu be added the crushing control
whick the civil lnw put into the hands of the
Church. The Bishop of Moatreal had imore
jower than kad the Archbishop of Paris.  If he
wanted & chureh to be built, be could have it,
and tux the people for its erection, so tremen-
doas was the ecclesinstical wachitaery witich,
under the civil Iaw, counld be brought into ope-
ralion.  Hut svme would say, Why disturb the
people in all this?  The answer is obvious, It
i< felt that fn all this, the real Lfe and svul of re-
tigion is nanting: the people are not free; the
people ask to have these things disturbed § they
are restless and discontented, and ealling for
teachers to be sent tothem,~teachers whe were
themseives tanghtof God,and who shonid briog
with them His opea word,—and we were bound
to come forward as the self-sacrificing friends
of this noble people.  We, as Protestants, were
hound to accede to them a distinguished ances~
iry.  Jf webelieve we could discover something

. that was a watter for pride in our true British

lincage and the deeds of our progenitors, thea
we could not refuse to this French people an
They were the
descendamts of the power that once ruled the

_ world, and well did the great French nation up-

hold their descent | claiming famous names in
every walk of ltemture, science, art. and theo-
togy. These men, bearing these world-renown-
¢d names, were the ancestors and Kindred of

" the peaple whotn we desired to make spititually

free. We cven now saw great things in tllem,

. and if some thought they bhad degenemted fram

their tace, asitexisted in 3ts native home, it was
heeause there had been hese some nnfavenrable
things 1o warp and check them since the days
«f Jacques Cartier.  They were naturally cout.
1cous, light-hearted, loxyal : ready o dic for the
saveceign of their country @ and amongst them
that vile tlung called Fenlanism was unknowu.
{Appause.) Lol then, these neble, nataral
qualificaions, only be wrought up by means
af schiools, and the goed Sprit of Ged guid-
ing them into s truth: and whe would
sav we had not wherewith to baild up an eadur-
ing and fuir,political fabriec 7 Heace, we claim
for these prople. the right to govern them-
selves; a freedom from the domination of a
mighty rehigaous  hierarchy, acting through
the confessional bhox, the determination of
political issues ; and the stopping of demands
onp the natwonal eschequer for the purpose
of the priesthoed. We wanted them to send
men to parhament who would nepresent the
people and not the pricst; we wanted the
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vaice of the people to be beard, and not that oy
the priest, in the balls of legistature., And there
was claimed fur these peaple & free and culight-
ened systemof education. We, as Protestacnts,
have been too much on the defensive ; havefal-
len duwn on our koees, and humbly sued to
be ullowed to follow wur conscience and Gods
word in the cducation of our cbildren, and he
was glad to say we had not sued in vain, bat,
under the act of Cunfederation, had ubtained the
same cducativnal rights as were enjoyed by the
Catholic portion of the population of Qutario, su
that we can, if we wiil, bave the cducation of
our children and youth in our own hands. Bat
we still say, Let these French (atholics have
their school purged from the pricsts’ works, and
made as free and  insectarian as are our own ;
for the granting of this is the only safeguard,
sinee it is impossible to Lutld up British estitu-
tions without ut the same iime having an en-
lightened people. We claim far these people
alsp the right of private jedgment tn retigious
matters ; we question the right of their clergy
1o tax the people at ally and not the tess so be-
cause it isdone in the sacred name af Christia-
nity. We question theirright to antman the peo-
ple in the confessional bux, or any claim of the
priesthood over vhe peaple.  Did not the priests
come from the propte, and wherein Iay their
ecclesiastical superiurity 2 They might answer
they obtained the guiding influence of the Holy
Ghost in the sacrament of ordination, and were
thus enabled better than their people 16 under.
stand the serigtures, &c.; but was it aot admit-
t=d by them that the people likewise received
the Holy Ghost in confirmation? But what
right had they to interdict the word of Gad to
the people or prescribe penance or prayer so
them, thus when they asked for bread piving
them a stone? Lot the Bible go free, and let
the people read and judge of it for themselves.
It was idle to deny that there were immense re-
ligivus differences between ourselves and this
people, and in the presence of these, mere poli-
tical considerations would not be able to keep
us together.  We must scatter Gud's word
amengst them. aud say, Read it: they must be
tanght to yicld up theie manhood to nune ; and
then—and not it theawshould we e really
unitrd torun a national carcer leading to pow-
er. honor, and glary,

Capi €. H. Maway, A D. C.. grandsan of the
Iate Rev. Cavzar Malan, of (Geneva, seewnded the
resolution.  He said the Freneh Canadian Mis-
stonary Sociely was the representagion of the
cause of God amongst those people.  The herie
age which the speakier bad received from his
father's had been the heritage of God's Word in
the French langaage. The boly principles of
the Gosped wwere the rules of their lives. and per-
seention had caus-d them to cling only the
claser to the word of Goed.  As sure as (ad's
Word was true, 5o sure was the sucress of this
Socictr amongst the French-Canadian pact of
our pepalation. If Clhristian commuuitics in
the Appranines and the south of France, in the
12th, 13th, and 14th centuries, had the Rible,
then be could claim for this Society, which
might be said to represent thase communitics, a
precedence in point of date over the Eible So-
ciety. In 1184, the prople of the Vaudois
Church were cxcommunicated by Romc, aad

afterwards nearly exterminated beneath a2 ¢ru.
sade of persecutivn that wae raised against them.
In 1220, the Council of Toulounse forbade the Old
and New Testampent; but he thanked God that
Le could stand there, and say lis futhers prafer-
red death rather thanjpart with theWord of God.
In 1540, a parlimment which was held at Aix
decreed that they should bie destroyed ; but they
hied a respite alluwed them of four years, and,
eventually, they were spared ut that time,  One
of & ruited family of these people escaped to
Switzerland, and altained to competency,
and a descendant of his was one of the carliest
promoters of this Society. A3 one baving
French blood in his veins, though a British sol-
dier, e could testify, from an acynaintance in
anms with that race, that they were, naturally,
a docile, a chivalric, and an energetic people,
and wanted only the word of God to make them
amongst the noblest and most valuable of the
great family of nattons. e had twice visited
the schoals at Pointe-aux-Trembles, and he be-
tieved thay, by menus of these schouls and other
agencies, connected, or atherwise, with this Se-
ciety, the light of the scriptares would scou
shine from one end of Canada to another. In
canctusion, he was persuaded that the man who
would refuse to help this Soctety knew nothing
of the wruth of God's Werd.

The Rev. H.HL Jessee. DL D, missionary from
Syria.s ipported the resulution in auaddress free-
1y Mastrated with rueedoly, and giving an idea
af the state of religion, or rather irreligion,
amungst the sects of Syria and the believers in
Mahomet., They would, he abserved, if they
were to walk through the streets of Damascus
at widnight, hear the watchmen calling to each
other the words © God lives ;" and if be were then
asked, Watchman, what of the night ? he weuld
angwer, God lives, Christ lives, who said go cut
and teachall nations. The missiens of the Ameri-
can Buand to the East had for its object to reach
with the gospel the hundred mitlions of Mahame-
tans.but the Mabhametans accused them,as Chris-
tians, of being also idolaters, and pointed to the
Catholics, Armenians, Marounites, and Geeeks of
the country bowingdown befure images and
shrines: and the missionaries were compelled
tu ackgowledge the justice of the taunt. The
work of the Amcrican missionaries in the Turk-
ish Empire was just such a one as that of the
Freneh-Canadian Missionary Society in this
eountry.  Marositr and Groek clergy all mar-
nird, though the Papal legate had been irying
the dast tweniy years fo break up marnage
amengst ihe former. I he were o be asked
how 3t was that in & Jand so fidl of hatlew.
od and scriptoral assacistions, the knowledge
of God had died ont, he would answer that,
in the eardy ages, there were no Bibles for the
prople: and the onls scenrity now for the Hible-
fands lay in the putling of the Word of Ged in-
1 the hands of all.  Abolish the Bible Socictics,
and Pratestant Chasterdom would relapse into
Catholicism. It hiad been proposed to dracw to-
gether the Greek and Protestant Churches, But
he would tell them that a union of Protestant
with Catholic was farmore feasible.  The Greek
Cliarch was the far more intelerant of the two,
denying all validity in conneclien with baptism
and other Christian rites when performed by
any other thaa clergy of their own crced. They



62

even excluded them from Heaven, so all hope of
union with them on carth was vain.  But there
was hope for these people of the Gredch Chureb,
for they were becoming educated, whilst their
clergy were almost universally ignurant, and,
amongst the Maronites, even a priest might not
read God's word, except by permissivn.  There
were in the Turkish empire abuut 2,000 evan-
gelical Protesrants; and whenever the Protes-
tauts went there, they establishied schools,—in-
deed the two always went together, and along
with them an open Bible,  The morality exist-
ing in these nominal Christinn denominations in
the cast was strangely associited ; or, rather,
religion and morality were divorced from each
other.  Thus, & man, according to their notions,
wight be highly religious, yet very grossly im-
moral—even to the committing of murder and
parricide. At the sume time,there were amongst
them encouraging insances of men being
brought from out their gross darkness, into the
light of gospel spitituality by meaans of the study
of the Bible. The pure gospel, when accepted,
had the same sustaiuing and refining power in
the East as in the West; and the speaker told
a touching stury of a little girl, a cripple, safter-
ing intense pain from a discased limb, butwho
bad been taught by the Amcrican wmissionaries
at Beyront, and who died in a state of ecstatic
<alm, and literally with the words of a popular
hymn upon her lips. Another anecdote he re-
lated, which made 2 fitting finish. that a certain
old Maronite priest had visited the American
missionary establishment at Beyrout, and, hav-
ing inspected its schools, &c., and at length its
printing-office, where steam-presses were throw-
ing off copies of the Bible in Arabic, he exclaim-
in desparing astonishment, ¢ All that we have
s going to be swept away, land nothing will
stand except the Bible”; and, Dr. Jessup ndded,
this declaration of the old priest was true in
Canada as in Syria.

Rev. Dr. WiLkes moved the aext resolution
which was as follows :—

Resolved,—That the present condition of Ro-
manism in this Downinion, and the unhappy in-
fluence it exerts upon all our interests, social
and paolitical, imperatively demands the united
cfforts of Christians and patriots in the usc of
all those means which God has appointed and

promised to bless, not merely for the counter- |

action, but final overthrow, of the system of
crrar and superstition.

He said it was not his purpose now, as it had
been when coming in, to speak upon the resolu-
tion, as Mr. McVicar had given an exhaustive
specch upon its substance.  They were very in-
teresting points concersing Romanism now, as
compared with that system 30 years ago, on
which he might speak at some future time.

Rev. Mr. Boxar seconded the resolution, and
he also declined to speak upon it, owing to the
lateness of the hour and personal indisposition.

Rev. Mr. DesistsTs spoke bricfly in French to
his compatriots. He appealed to history to
show the different results of Roman Catholi-
cism and Protestantism.  In the 16th centary,
Spain was the greatest power in Enrope or the
world, and England wasa compamtively small
power, but now Protestant Eogland had grown
into Great Britian, and Catholic Spain had fal-
len very low. Turning to the members of the
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committee, and speaking in the nawme of his na-
tionality, Mr. D. said : “ English friends, we ask
from you the Bible. You have given it to some
of us and it luis proved our greatest treasure,
but mauy more are hulding vut their bands for
it.  We want to be free and strong and pros-
perous, and it is only the Bible that can make
us so, The churclies which maintain Divine
life in them are churches which chensh the Bi-
Lle. The lung list of Christian heroes were men
who 'oved the Bible. Port Royal was learned,
cnlightened, influential, bade fair 1o make a
sccond reformation; but Port Royal and its
great work have perished. Why ?  Becnuse it
placed tradition on a par with the Bible, and
St Augustine alongside of St. Paul.”

Rev. Geronrge Dovcrass was called upon to
move the third and last resolution, which was
as follows :

Resolved,—That the peculiar difficulties of
the work in  which the Missionarics of the
Society are ¢engaged, and the trials which they
are calied upon to endure, claim for them our
prayerfal sympathy and active co-operation.

He remarked that he had come quite unpre-
parcd 10 say anything upon this resolution, and
he, therefore, considered it impolitic to offer any
observationsg thercon.  He was sure that it
would command the assent of the entire audi-
ence.

Rev, Mare Awui, French missionary, seconded
the resolution.  He said that it would require
more time than had been allotted him to speak
upon the sukject. They hoped to hear before
long thata new pentecostal season had been
granted them; but such a season would come
only with preparation, and it was therefore
necessary that divine truth should be dissemi-
nated mmnong thosc to be evangelized. Eeov.
Dr. Taylor and Mr. Court had brought from
Switzerland those men who first laboured asnis-
sionaries among the French Canadians. At
that time the people were sunk in superstition,
and to speak agaiust the priest was considered
to be an abominable crime. But the people
were different now. Missionaries had gone
among them from place to place, and from

-parish to parish, offering the word of God to

all; and it was this word which had accom-
plished this great change.  Ignorance had com-
menced to flee away, and the clergy had lost
some of their influence among the people. In
view of the results to be uitimately accomplish-
cd, the work of this Society was oaly a work of
preparation, for nearly one million of our fel-
low-subjects were to bhe disenthralled from
the bonds of Papery.  The priest did not fear
the colporteurs so much as the Bible, for they
dirccted  their efforts mainly for its exter-
mination. [Instead of sixteen colporteurs, they
ought to have engaged a thousand who would
o to the most remole backwoods and present
the Word of God to the people. By this word,
the Freneh-Canadians might be raised as high,
intellectually and materiatly, as the English
Protestants of this country, or the Protestants
of any other countrs. The priests very rarely
spoke openly against the missionaries. They
preferred to exercise their influcnce covertly,
and the confession-box was the means by which
they did this. In that place, they would instill
into the minds of the women and children,
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hatred and horror of the missionaries and the
Bille , und it was also in the bux of thie con-
fessiunnl that the most outrageous plots and
persecutions were cuncocted.  But the day ap-
proaches when the peuple of Canada would be
free. Theliberal party among them was steadily
gaining in strength, and & great many of the
people were in seeret sympathy with them.  In
cunclusivn, the Freuch missivnaries need the
sympathy of Protestants, and their material and
active assistance, as well as thorough co-oper-
ation, 10 render the work of evangelization
prosperous and succesful.

The thirty-second annual meeting of the
ReLiciovs Tract SocisTy was held on Friday
evening. The attendance was not so large as
that at the previous meetings of the anniversary
week.

Mr. T. M. Tavror, the President of the So-
ciety, occupied the cha‘r, and the devotional
service was conducted by the Rev. Dr. Wilkes.

The Cnamuax said, he could not open the
procecdings of the meeting without expressing
thanks to God that this Society had, amids:
many discouragements, been able to hold onits
way during thirty-two years. The Society did
not gather around it the same amount of pres-
tige, public favour, and support, as did the other
societies ; yet it had been eminently owned of
God ta the conversion of sinners. And these
tracts, in small compass, often carried comfort
and strength to God's children, a eircumstance
too apt to be lost sight of in considering the
primary object of these little messengers. One
reason, amengst others, why tract distribution
should be promoted, was, that our people in the
country parts had bug few books. Yet the So-
cicly had not done wuch during the past year,
but had rather been preparing itself for 2 larger
work than heretofore, especially in colportage,
£o much unceded in Cinada.

Owing to thie continued absence of the Seere-
tary in Europe, the Chairman would himscif
read an extract of the report :—

ABSTRACT OF REPORT.

The society being stilt without a Secretary,
his duties devolved upon the President. As
there was no report at the last annual meeting,
owing to the absence of the Secretary to pre-
serve the continuity of the record, the work of
1866 had first to be dealt with,

THE ISSUES OF TRACTS, 1866,

The issues of tracts in 1866, in different lan-
guages, were 54,175, haring 243,630 pages.
Valuc of gratuitous issues, $649.60 ; grants in
tracts from American Tract Socicty, $5.00, from
T. M. Taylor, $83.33.

ARSTRACT OF TRRASURER'S ACCOUNT, 186GG.

Receipts, 31,129,773 ; expenditure, $1, 184.90 ;
balince due Depository, $56.17.

REPORT FOR 1867.

The decision embodiced in tic resolution at
the general meeting of January 22nd, 1866, to
give up the bookselling branch of the socicty’s
work and extend that of tract distribution, &c.,
bas been persistently carried out, and the com-
mittee believe they have been bringing the
Society into a condition to start afresh.
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SALE OF BOOKS,

The sale of bouks, which was regolved on in
last printed report, has at last been consumated
to the Sunday-Schuul Cuiony as also the Buok-
debts of this suciety, both of which together
were sold for S2vv, payable in June next. The
sum is admitted to be a small vne,” but the
stock of buvhs had depreciated in value, and
miny of the buok-debts were ¢ doubttul and
diflicult tu cullect.”’

FUNDS.

Owing to the legacy of Miss Barrett of four
shares in Montreal Bank stock, which brought
$1,040, and the legacy of Miss Lucy Barrett of
$100, the Society this year has been enabled,
without any collection, to pay ofl all its debts;
and has now, by means of buok-sales, a balance
of 3260. There is also & sum of $125 specially
contributed to the Scripture-Reader’s Fund,
and a balance of $35 in the Depository's
hands.

STOCK OF TRACTS.

The stuchi of tracts having becume exhiausted,
and the debt some time owing to the Religious
Tract Society of Lundon baving been paid, a
grant from that Suciety of the value of £30
stg. was procured, and afterwards a further
grant of the value of £350. In November last,
these were opened for distribution, and there
have since been added a variety of the Ameri-
can Tract Socicty's publications.

DEPOSITORY.

From May till November of the past year, the
Socicty, having no stock on hand, were free of
depository charges. Itwas arranged that, com-
mencing on the first of November past, the So-
ciety should pay the Depository Commitice of
the Bible House S50 a year for the necessary ac-
commodation and facilities afforded. The share
of fixtures (onc thivd) of the Bible House, remain
nowinally the property of the Saciety, to be cs-
timated in deciding the rental, but not subject
to removal.

GARRISON SCRIPTURE-READER,

Towards this important work, there have been
received, among other special contributions,
3109 from Major-Gen. Russell, who thus made
up the amount the Army Scripture-Readers' So-
ciety had discontinued. Other sums of 325
have been received from the ofticers of the gar-
rison.

The establishment of a Soldiers’ Home as a
place for tie reading of the Bibic and prayer,
has led to the transfer of Mr. Burns 1o the com-
mittee of that Iastitution. Ilis salary has been
paid to the close of 1867, but he is no longer
under the management of this Socicty.

From the foregoing, it will be seen that the
Socicty is out of debi, 8300 in the treasury, and
a good stock of tracts in the Depository, witi-
out any dcpository-managcement to scttle or
book-debts to collect, leaving the way clear for
the more cnergetic prosecution of the tract
work.

At this favourable juncture, occasion is taken,
by Mr. Taylor and Mr. Vennor, as President and
Vice-President, to retire from the hands of the
Socicty, which they have so long scrved. They
express a hope that advantage will be taken by
the new cowmittee of the unconcumbered cordi-
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tion of the Society, at this time, to secure it g
more liberal and intelligent support from the
people of Montreal.

Rev. Professor Connisn moved '~

1. That the Report which has now been read,
be adopted and printed, and that the officers
and committee of the Society be as follows

Presideat—Mr. J. A. Mathewson.

Vice-Presidents—Principal Dawson, LL D
Major-General Russel, €. B; and Me, T, L.
Taylor.

Treasurcr—Mr. Vennor.

Secretary—Mr. John Popham.

Committee—Rev. Professor Cornish, Rev.
Joshua Fraser, Rev.J. A, Lillie, D. D, Rev,
J. A.McLeod, Rev. A. McDounld, Dr. Heddy,
Dr. Squire, Messrs. W. 0. Buchanan, John Mur-
phy, William Clendinning, Jobn Telfer, John
Shapley, James Court, F. W. Torrance, and
CaptgMalan, A. D. C.

He had, he said, been secretary to this Society
formerly, for several years, and there had al-
ways been a chronte diffically in the want of
funds; but this report told them that the Soci-
ety was now free from debt, nnd bad a bajance
in hand. He did not think this Society should
again undertake the bookselling business. A
few books might, perhaps, be taken out by their
colporteurs, serving sometimes as an introduc-
tion, and the colporteurs might thus do a co-or-
dinate work with those of the Bible aud French-
Canndian Missionary Societies, aiding, not
interfering with, their operations.  For the rest,
he did not sce why this Society should not do
as good a work in the future as it had in the

ast.

The Rev. Mr. Guers seconded the resalution.
He remarked that it was semetimes abjected to
tracts, that they were cither not miaded at all;
or they were wasted. But this was & most
frivolous objection indecd.” They, no doubt,
sometimes failed of their ¢ffect, just as the ger-
mon or other ageucy freguently failed, but this
was no reasoun why they should be discontinued
or rejected.  Many who resided in cities might
think tracts were but a trifhng addition to lite-
rature, but a different estimate wounld be put
upon themin parts of ' country where scarce-
Iy a newspaper or 2 hook waste be secen. A
tract often came with all the novelty of a
stranger, their titles were often striking, and
they were in 2 condensed, attractive form : and
i they were all collected, whata collection of
literature would they not het These tracts
were calculated t¢ operate upon men in all the
walks of life ; but, perhaps their inflnence was
most beneficially felt in the lonely placesof the
Canadian forest, The activity shown by the
cenemy in the spread of immoral literature was
great, and called for renewed activity on the
part of all gaod men, and on that of this Soci-
ety ; therefore, let it go forward with remewed
vigour, and, in the shape of tracts, fet il what
might be as dew-drops to thirsting and famish-
ing souls.

Rev. Dr. Lantie moved the next resolution:
~—'That the Tract work, at whatever time in its
history it may be viewed, is scen o have heen
an effective agency, under God, for the conver-
sion of sonls (o Christ:—cnough this to sti-
mulate its prosecution, bat faith tn God’s Word
looks to saving results which eternity only will

reveal, There were two things, he said, which
should commend uny cause to confidence and
support,—first, that the object should be good
and commendable, and second, that the manner
in which it was carried on shouid be honour-
able and effective. These claims te support
could be fairly put forth by the Mountreal Tract
Society, and its pleaders ought to have an casy
task t perform. We could conceive no object
higher or more worthy of our concurrence and
our heip than that airsed &t by the Tract Society.
It wag co-incident with the aims of the Bible,
for it sought 10 cifect the salvation of the souls
of men, and it tended also to benefit them in
relation to this world. This being so, it sougict
the promotion of intelligence and ianformation
upon subjects of the greatest importance, 1t
might alsv be regarded as a surt of Auxiliary
Bible Society, whuse object was to gather all
the truths contained in the Bible and apply
them in 2 practical manner to human life in all
its varied forms and in ahmost all its circom-
stances. All this it not only may do, but, as a
matter of fact, had dope in innumerable in-
stances.  These small messengers might do &
very great work ; fur it was not necessary that
truth should be presented to the mind in large
masses, but was ofien more effective in simple
forms. A single senteuce, even a word fily
spoken, might accomplish what a large amount
of words would only belp to dissipate. He
advocated the preparation and circuiation of
tracts specially adapted und designed to combat
those infidel opinions which were finding their
way among the people and undermiving their
faith.

Rev. Dr. Jessup, Awmecrican missionary fo
Syria, seconded the mbouun. Whatever the
apathy that might exist among the people of
Christinu Inmds uvpon the subject of giving a
cheap aud partable Christian literature 1o the
masses, no such apathy existed among the mis-
stonaries to foreign lands: for they well knew,
by expericnce, the ahnost absolnle pecessity of
using the press in spreading the Word, The
peculiar circumstances of the East rendered it
quite necessary to the promotion of Christiani-
ty among the heathen, that tracts suould be
prepared snd printed in their own language,
and distributed smoug them. The Mzhomume-
dans, among whom he bad been labouring, read
their Koran a great deal, and were trained to
disputation in it: defence.  We must meet them
on their owp ground, and oppose to their Koran
tracts contatning the trath of od. These tracis
should be very carrefully prepared, and avoid
disputation or condemnation; for only then
could the Mahommedans be induced to read
them. They would not suffer a paper or book
to be printed which spoke agrinst their religion.
The only argument which could possibly shnke
a Mabommedan was this, that ne way of salva-
tion was provided in their religion. The Dr.
spoke for some time upon the phases of Mahom-
medanism, and the best way of carrying on an
aggessive work ; his remarks being repeatedly
applanded.

The Iast resolution wag moved by Principal
Dawsos, and read as follows (—

“ That there 1§ nced inhis country for en-
larged tracteflort, nnd that the circumstances
of this Society justify ncd require its doing its
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full share of such effort, in the several depart-
ments of tract-circulation, celportage, and the
printing of tracts and bandbills ”specnﬂly
adapted for our Canadian population. .

He had, be said, a few practical suggestions
10 meke. [n the first place, we ought notlo
despise tracts because they are little things. In
this respect, they resembled the books of S(H:lp-
ture, because they are short, pitby, and concise,
statemests of things which can be ecasily borne
in mind. Yet this work might be regarded asa
small work. Butlittie attention was paid to
fracts at the present time, compared with for-
mer times, nor could this be wondered ay, when
we consider the fluod of cheap religious litera-
ture which was betag Lrought into existence.
But there were fields of labout in this department
which were vet unoccupied, especially herein
Canada; and they wished to take advantage of
the opportunity. At the present momeat, the
society had a large stock of tracts, but it was
dificult to get them  distributed. He thought
Christian people should undertake to circulate
tracts when they had opportunity, and when
they conld give them for nothing. Butag they
wished to enlarge the sphere of their usefulness,

| this country should be got up.
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" there were three things which they ought to do,

First, the committee ought to have $3,000 with
which to publish a little educational series;
works gpecinlly adapted to the circumstances of
Second, to
employ local agents throughout the country to
whoum largelstocks might be consigned, 4od whao
would gee to their distribution. Third, {6 em-
ploy colporteurs 1o visit the setilements with
goud selections. Those persoas shonld he re-

linble Christian men, who would be able to
Espeakalime for Christ nt the same time they
" circulated the tracts.

He believed there were
many places io the back districts of our country,
where there were families who might bave been

" for years without seeing any religious tracts or
"boaks, or having any offered them. The cum-

mittee weare willing 10 see that all this work
wag dope if the Christian people of Montreal
would furnish the means.

The resolution was seconded by Mr. J. A Ma-
thewson and carried.

A collection was taken ap, angd after the doxo-
logy bhad been sung, Rev, Mr. McKillican pro-
nounced the benediction, and the meeting closed
at o guarter before ten o'clock,

The @hurches wd thew Thissions.

DR. NORMAN MACLEOD AT BOMBAY.

. {&% MISSIONARY meeting was
g g held a1 St. Audrew's Church,
N Bombay, on Friday cvening,
. Nov. 29, when the Rev. Dr.
A\ Macleod, the Editor of * Good
Xy Words,” who hias lately arrived
from England, delivered an ex-
ceedingly interesting address
upon missions and mission
work.

The Rev. D. Macpherson oc-

S cupicd the chair, and there was
a large attendance.

The proceedings having been opened with
prayer and singing, the Rev. chairman intro-
duced Dr.Macleod and Dr. Watson to the meet-
ing. Hesaid thal he was sure that not only
their own, but every branch of the Christinn
Chureh must feel the deepest interest in the
vizit of those gentlemen to Bombay, and there
could be no sfoubt that their presence and
labours weuld be for the material welfare of
Indin and of their national Chueel, of which
they were among the most bonoeured and wisest
members.

The Rev. Dr. Waison thanked the chairman
for the kind way he had introduced thom to the
cougregation that evening, and said that for
his own part he felt that there was something
decidedly like presumption in a man coming
6000 miles 10 tell them what was being done
under their own eyes and at their own doors.
But big chief object in accepting the invitation
of the Church to undertake the work was not
1o give but to get information, and 1¢ sce, and
hear, and gather from personal intercourse with
the people of this great countey, the knowledge
of which he stood in need. Dr. Macleod and

himself came to India at the request of the
Church at home, and at the suggestion of the
Charcty in Indi. At the Geueral Assembly a
letter was read from their corresponding board
in Calenttn, strongly urging Dr. Macleod to
come and witness for himsell the esact state of
things there and in other stations. The com-
mittee heartily approved of this, and brought
up in their report 2 recommendation 1o send
Dr. Macleod, as he was willing to go. The
report was accepted and acted upon, and he
{(Dr. Watson) was chosen by Dr. Macleod as
his companion. 7 heir great object was to see
in what way the cause of missions could be ad-
vanced in India. Dr. Watson concluded his
speech by an atlusioa te the paucity of mission-
aries in India,

Dr. Macleod then said: Mr. Chairman and
Chiristian friends. I cannot say that { am unac-
customed to public speaking, as 1 bave had,
perhaps too much of it in my life, but I can
traly say that 1 am not at all accustomed to
speak vn such an eccasion as the present. The
fact is, everything is so uew, and there are so
many things [ have scen, even tlis very day,
that e so strange to me-—what more strange
cau there be that I should be addressing hea-
theus at one part of the day and Christians at
another.  You may think it common, but I
think it very strange, having come so recently
to this country. I cau assure you that I feel a
total incapacity to gather my wits together,
not from aoy lack of ideas, but from inability
to put them together and speak as T should
wish to do. T feel somchow as if I was in a
dream, and that if T awoke I should find myself
back again in Glasgow, and think that 1 had
been dreaming 1 had been to Bombay and seen
a heathen scuool, and addressed a congregation
in St. Andrew’s Church. At the same time as
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I hope to return to Bombay on my way lhiome, I
would much rather address an audience after I
have seen a little of India and had time to gain
gome information. At present we are come
much more to receive than to give; we have

received miuch; but can yet give but littles

You have no idea how thankful I feel at meet~
ing you here, and being assured of your good-
will and kindnes? towards us; and I hope we
shall have your sympathy, your sincere sympa-
thy. I presume 1 am addressing members of
the ditferent churches in Bumbay—Presbyte-
rians, Episcepalians, and others.  You may re-
ceive us with a hearty welcome, for we have
come here as Christian clergymen fur an object
in the furtherance of which all Christians must
be nnited. We have come here to a far off land,
and the work we have to do is not coufined to
one Christian denomtunation more than another.
Awmong all clergymen there are none I lovk at
with wore affection and more deep-seated gra-
titude than upon my venerable friend Dr. Wil-
son, who bas honoured us by coming here this
cevening.  Christian friends, T address yvou as
believers in Jesus Chiist. I hiave been address-
ing beathens to-day, now I am addressing
Cliristians. 1 will not in a mecting like this
attempt to prove what ought to be the A B C
of cvery Christian, that he ought to alvance
the kingdom of Jesus Christ. It he has expe-
rienced any good from this, he would desire to
extend it to others; the mere ¢reed can have
no conceivable influence on his lite.  But [
canunt conceive for one moment any onc who
knows Christianity, not as a creed, but asa life,
who has derived personal good from his inter-
course with the living Christ—it is inconceiv-
able that he should not wish his brethren to
shire that good. We may consider one ano-
ther, and increase one another's faith in the
good work. Laity and clergy should have in
in all our churches a deeper, firmer, and more
absorbing faith, and not only have it, but be
possessed by the idea that it is the greatest
work we can be cengaged in to the glory of
God the Father, and Jesus Christ our Saviour,
the new and eternal 6, the anly living and
true God, and Jesus Christ whom he has sent.
Christian friends, 1 coald nat har, any intercst
in this work in India unless I believed that
Jesus Christ had an interest i it; and I believe
-that as [ beliere in my own existence; for if |
may use a familiar expression which may scem
somewhat irreverent, it i< not all the same to
Jesus Christ whether a man is goud or bad, or
whether India is gond or bad. He has re-
turned from the world, and [ fear to many
he is merely an idol of the imagination. It
is not all the same to Him whether India is
happy or miserable. 1 say this, that Christ
has a deep interest in India. It is impos-
sible for you to believe that Christ Jesus
lives, and that God rejoices in good, and
Yet is indifferent to His brethren of mankind
who are bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh.
Is it concrivable that He is indifferent whether
we arc holy or not? e has given us holiness
and happiness, and can He be indifferent to us?
1 helieve that there is on the part of professing
Christians horrible unbelief in Christ. They
think He has passed away into some mysterions
place called Heaven.  They have faith w a good

man, but yet do not believe in the God Christ.
There is not a lady or gentleman here, who, if
they were tuld that the missionaries had no in-
terest in the work in India, would not reject
the imputation with scorn. What a change
would be created among nominal Christians if
they had so much fuith in Jesus Chlrist as in
suine measure to act as if they believed in the
existence of Life in Jesus Christ, like those who
lave laboured in heathen lands. If we lose
faith in that it is all over with us; it is one
thing for & man to work as a machine, and ano-
ther fur him to work as a folluw-labourer with
Chirist. I feel no ditference in working here
than in Glasgow., You may feel interest in
yuur fellow-creatures, but you are working for
yourselves. This should nut be your positiun,
tfor we are all fellow-labourers and workers to-
gether with Him, and we beseech you not to re-
cuive the grace of God in vain.  He is working,
and we are working with Him : He working v
the hearts of vur friends and we working avith
Him. I dou't feel that T am come to a country
which God or Clirist Jesus cares nuthing abuut.
I caunot lovk over these millions, and say here
are men come from America, Germauny, Great
Britain, they have no imerest in those they find
hiere, God has none, Christ has none; that is
uot our position.  1f Christ has no interest in
Indin, what is the meaning of Christianity and
hearing sermons and prayers aud chanting
psalws.  Ifwe have faith in Him, believe in
Him, and have fellowship with Hun, surely we
must feel that it is goud to follow Him, and that
we have @ brother, Jesus Christ. Otherwise for
what end were we created ? 1f I did not believe
that I don't know what brings me here. Idont
believe Hun because I anra minister, but I be-
lieve Him, and therefore T am a minister. [
belicve Him with all my heart, and am glad to
labvar with those who labour. I think we
should pray Cod to increase our faith, if not, the
mere profession of Christianity isno use; it is
nv use turning round and saying, that is your
theory, how do you account for the present
state of things., Tam not cume to reconcile the
present state of things. T have one end of the
rape, but I don't know where the other cnd is
fixed. If there is a Christ as there mustbe, who
is true and just, I am glad to peril my life ou
His miszion, and there are many true and good
men who peril their lives in doing what Christ
likes and desires.  Chirist wept bitter tears over
Jerusalem, and said, I should have gathered
vou and ye would not.” 1 am not going up to
Him, and louk at his careworn countenance
aver whish bitter tears were rolling, and say [
don’t believe in yoursincerity because Jerusalem
is not saved. I may not be able to answer that,
but I am walling to believe and act on my con-
victions that Jesus Christ died for me. In
carrying out the work to those for whom Christ
dicd, we learn to consider and see how it ought
to be done. We have an experience of wmany
centurics—more than 1,500 years have passed—
and that is a considerable experience. We know
that the work is to be done by Christian men,
for Christ does expect the wark to be done by
those who know Him as their Saviour and friend.
1 do not mean to say it might not be done by
others ; by the angels and tne saints in Heaven,
who cannot be indifferent to the well-being of
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the world ; bat for those who know the Grace
of Gol to neglect the work is selfish. They wish
to be quit of all anxiety and all care, like & man
who has been saved from drowning and says,
«1 am safe, I don't care now who drowns.” In
proportion as men grow up in love and sympa-
thy with Christ, they must have love and gyum-
pathy for the missionary work throughout the
world. God has so willed that these men, the
saints and angels, are not permitted to come
down to earth. It is n great wonder that it is
given to so-called Christians, when we thiuk of
their bardness of heart and sclfishness to the
good of others, each man seeking his owu things
and not the good of Christ. When we consider
our vain selves who are nothing, it is a great
wonder that Christ should commit all this work
to his peoplc on earth. Can we see such foree of
generosity ? It scems to me to be the greatest in-
conceivable proot of love—for what helived and
died, the greatest work on earthy, to be entru-ted
to us; a work as compared with which all rail-
ways, all cotton, nll trade, is a3 nothing.  The
privilege of extending the blessing of Guld to
human souls, that greatest privilege, is 4 gene-
rozity that we must e far frum realising, for
many think it is o hardship and take no inter-
estinit. Their greatinteresti- in money-making,
they appear to have no interest in effecting the
salvation of immortal beings. I read vnee of a
Belgian regiment,—[ may be saying something
wrong against the country, I ouly give the
story as I heard ity—awhich found itself inan un-
comfortable positivn wlhen in the ficld, aud asked
prrmission to retire @ they did not like the shot
and shell; they were allowed to retire anl touk
wo part in the battle. Is that the position
Christians would like to find themselves in?
they don't like to be troubled in the matter, awd
consider it agreat bore to them if they were ask-
el to take part in this work, and complun
that they have othier things to do. They seem
to me parallel cases.  That regiment was allow-
el to leave the ficld, and so you may depend you
will be Wllowed to leave the field of Christ. If
anybody says, “let mealone,” he will be let
alone; if they don’t want to be troubled, they
woni be troubited 3 ifa man takes an interest in
other things he will be allowed to fullow them,
mt suppose the commander-in-chicf came in the
crisis of 1 battle and suid, “ this is our turning
point; [ commit the front of this batde to you,
1 coromit this perilons work, this great work to
yau," why, there would not bea soldier in the
brigade who would notlift his kead higher at
such coufidence being reposed in him.  When
God points to usand commits to us the daty of
spreading Ciristianity, to which all else is no-
thing, he comes to us and says, “ [ commit to
you the greatest work, the one work for which
the world was made, and the world preserved
I give this work to you, Christiin men and
Christian soldiers, instead of raising up nany
special means.” (od has given to the members
of the Chnistian Church this great privilege.
Rut how little spmpathy do we find at home and
abroand in the mission work ; it scems as if
Christinnity was for the ladies and gentlemen
who could say, what does Gud care for the ten
thousands of men born only todie? We should
he ashamed of oursclves; 1 am not using the
language of exaggeration, but the language of

t
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simple truth, The work i3 to be done by our-
selves a3 Christinn menand followers of Christ.
But [ fear I have beenoccupying a'great deal
too much of your time, nad I will detain you but
a moment longer. You might say to me,
¢ What can we do in this matter?' Brethren, it
rejuices my heart, and [ thank God to know, that
there are mmay, very many, who are dving it by
the lives they live, by the ¢cxample which they
set, by the manner in which they administer
justice, by their truthfulness, Ly the simplicity
of their lives, by all that they are in the presence
of the lieathen, and what the heathen assume
them to be, not preaching by words but by their
lives, and so doing the good work in  India.
There are others, again, who are just the re-
verse, and who lead careless lives, though I am
glad to say that a great change is taking place
in India in that respect, and [ hope the time may
soun come when itmay be said, ¢ My people have
made my name glurious among the heathen so
that the heathen shall say,” they are the people,
from the Lord's land.”” There are, my brethren,
many in every part of India assisting in Christ's
work in the noblest manner, by thar tives and
holy conversation. 1 cannot give you advice
with respect to Indian misstons at present. 1
don’'t know the state of the country  sufficiently
welly but I can quite sympathise and agree with
what was said by my friend and brother in
thinking  many persous keep aloof from  the
work, not from want of juterest, but trom the
fecling they are of no use.  Permit me to tako
the liberty of suying thatmuch harm is done to
the cause by persons who do not know what is
actuattly done.  Men from India who come home
to Scotland destroy the work of the missionary :
they say, *I have beenin India, aud 1 can as-
surc you that there is nothing doing.” They
have never taken the trouble to enter 1 mission
school, or ascertain the minute details which an
intelligent missonary condd atford. Much might
Le: done here by Kindly sy mpathy and by master-
ing details, and actually knowing wha s going
on at their doors, tuat would be an immense
blessing. Guing to the schools and sceing three
or four hundred cluldren speaking to those that
speah Enulizh—in fac, the simply  obtaiming
kuowledge of them—they could also sec five
hundred young men coming up for cxamina-
tion. [ cannot express to you the effect that
this sight had oa my mind, asit mustto any one
who would take the tronble to understand the
missivns. A person doing this could when he
went home give a sound and well-grounded
judgment, and very great henefit would be con-
ferred, but I rather shrink from cntering into
details.  Tdo not atall profess to give you an
address on this great subject, but merely offer
a few remarks upon those things which have
most struck me on my visit here. 1 thank you
very much for welcoming us into this land, and
will express to you my confident hope that
sovner or later the great work in India will
ultimately, by the blessing of God, succeed.
When 1 thiak of the clnldren of Istael in the
wilderness for 40 years, and read what India
was 50 or 60 years, ago, during the memory of
many men here present, it is a great comfort to
see what India is now and whatshe was then,
not by missionary work alone, butin many
vther ways; avhien we see this marked and rapid
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improvement,we should thankGod and take cour-
age. I remember a very remackable deputation
which was sent fortha long time ago when Moses
with the children of [srael were entering the land
of promise. e sent twelve men to spy outthe
land, and they came back and gave a good ac-
eount of the land, but then they spoke of the
tremendons dificulties. They spoke of the
walied citics, the immense number of iababi-
tants, and the giants who were there, and said
that 3t was truly impessible for them to take the
lapd. Ifad Moses and Aaron taken the report
of the spies who can tell what might have been
the effect npon the future civilization of the
world. The people said, ¢ Let us mnke to our-
gelves a captain and go back to Egypt.> Mos-
es said, “ God is with us and not wath them, we
are well able t» overcome them, but donot lose
faith in God” And the prople answered, * et
us stone these men, and they tosk up stenes to
stone Moses, Aaren, Caleb, and Joshua” It
might be a speculative question if they bad gone
back how that would have affected the world
and its fature civitization, God uttered these
words when four men confessed His name in
the wilderness. # [ forgive them, but as sure ns
1 live my glory shall fill the earth and the glory
of the (o8 of Abraham, of Israel, and of Judah™;
and the glory bas been comiug ever since, slow-
Iy and surely, but as sure as we live come it
wili 1ill the whole earth is filled.  We measure
events by our own Iittle day : is it to be convert-
ed in fifty, a hundred, tive hundred years, who
koows what i3 to be the result?  All is in the
hand of God as it was in the times past; in the
times of Abrabam. If the history had been
given him of all that hud taken place in the
waorld since he lived, when he was told that
through bhim should all fuwilies of the earth be
biessed, could any one Imve anticipated the re-
sult? We kunow that there is aright and a wrong,
that the Loard reigns and will not fail us. As sure
as we have a Lord nad Savionr Jesus Christ, so
sure witl the kingdoms of the world become the
Kingdom of Cheist and his anointed, and the
glory of the Lord will fill the earth. If it be
not right that men shouid know the Christain
teuth, the highest the world hasever yet seen,thien
I know not whatis right or wrong. Believing in
this as you believe, and belivving it becanse we
sce it aud know it to be true; not because we

have heard it with the hearing of our cars: he- ;

lieving in this we wait with patience and we live
in hope that all men will become brothers, and
that everyman aga brother will put his arm round
the reck of his neighbiour and say, ¢ Come and
share the Kingdom with me.”  1f we sink down
from the higher to the lower by devoung our
time to mere mioncy meaking by cotion, new
railways, aud such things, what shall the end
be? 1 read astory of an eagle winging its lofty
way across the St. Lawrence in winter. [He
was soariug straight up when suddeuly he saw
his quarry lying dead upon the ice.  He descend-
ed upon the ice and fixed his claws in bis prey
ans gorged himself and was satistied.  Whilehe
1iad been so oceupied theice was doing its work,
and he was frozen fast to the ice and could fly
nomore. Soitiswithus. When a nation sinks
down from the light of heaven till all that s
noble in it is frozen, it can fiy no more.
Dr, Wilson alse addressed the ®meeting.  He
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was sure that they all most cordinlly wetcomed
their friends who had come to visit them from
the land of the West to do the work of the Lord
and he trusted that the Christian enterprige
which had led them te visit India would be at-
tended with much govd. Dr. Wilson then made
some remarks an mission work generally, ang
snid that he had always fourd the aatives of lo-
dia very grateful and susceptible of kindness.
He earnestly prayed that the work which Dr.
Macivod and Dr. Watson bad undertaken would,
by the blessing of God, be crowned withsuccess ;
he most cordinlly welcomed them to India, and
wished them God speed.

The meeting then terminated. 3
DR.MACLEQD AT TUE GENERAL ASSEM-

BLY'S INSTITUTIUN.

A public examination of tite pupils connected
with the General Assembly’s Institution took
pince on the 3rd inst.,, upon which interesting
accasion there was a large assemblage of ludies
agd gentlemen.  The Rev, Dr, Macleod presid-
ed.

The proceedings having been opened with
prayer,

The Rev. Chairman said that as there were
present about 350 boys, it was perfeetly clear
that anything like an examination of all was
simply impossible, unless the audience were
willing to attend for three or four days ; all that
could be done was to ask sowe boys, taken in-
diseriminately from the different classes, a few
questions.

A nomber of hoys were then called forward
who answered the varions qquestions in grammar
and Gospel history which were put to them read-
iy and accurately, while others recited various
pieces,—an eXxtract from ¢ Paradise Lost,” <« The
tittle waudering Jew,” &c. wiile one younth ex-
hibited his vocal capabilities in a vernacular
song.  They all seemed highly inteligcat boys,
ami the care and pains bestowed upon thetr edu-
cation had evideatly not been thrown awny.

The Chatrmaa observed that a few days ago
he examined onc of the junior claszes In the Gos-
pel of St Mark, and be never heards boys ay
howe give wmore tntelligant or correct answers.

The Annual Report was next read by the Rev.
Mr. Cameron. 1t stated that the Institution was
founded in 1833, its professed object bring to
supply the native youth of Bombay and the
neighbourhood withsound Christian instruction
including the different branchies of a liberal edn-
catian as taught in first class Eoglish schools,
and this, with various moedifications and with ca-
rious suceess, had  been unhesitatingiy purseed
up ta the present time.  Another, and in fact
the priucipal, object was to impart sucha know-
ledge of religion in general, and «fthe Christian
religion in particnlar, itsinirinsic value and re-
lation to ather formsof belief; as was calculated
to enlighten the minds of the puplls, aad prave
to them in a calm and rational manner the ab-
surdity of all idolatrous sysicms and the super~
igr claims of the reiigion of Christ.  The differ-
ent departments of a secular education were
also tavght and pupils were trained in the schonl
up to the University standard.  The school was
always opened with prager, and closed  with
prayer, and addressed in English and Maratbi,
The total mnnber of boys on the roll was 41y,
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of whom 329 were Hindoos, 58 Christians; 4
Mabommedans; and 19 Jews; and the percen-
tage of attendance for the yearnow closing was
%7. A class of candidates for matriculation was
commenced early in the year, which now num-
bered 22, two of whom were sent to the last ex-
amination, the resuit of which was not known.
The income of the school for the year 1867 was
Rs. 154-15-6, and the expenditure Rs. 439-11-10
Two teaciers had lately been added to thestafl
the rate of pay to the teachers increased, and a
considerable sum lsid out in school furniture
ang clasg books, which accounted for the dimi-~
pution of the expenditure not being proportion-
ate to the large increase of income when the
aceounts of 1867 were compared with those of
previous years, [t was hoped that the local col-
lection would soon be sufficiently great to re-
lieve the Home missions entirely from the ex-
pease of the school. Various alterations and
improvements had lately been made, which con-
duced greatly 1o the health, comfort, and con-
venience of the teachers and pupils; but other
things were still needed, especially & further
supply of books and school appliances. Mr.
Cameron concluded the report by saying, 1
aut sure that 1 express not only the sentiments
of members of the Church of Scotland in this
city, but also of all men and women who have
the work of missions and the cause of Christ at
heart, when I say how heartily and joyfully we
welcome the presence of Dr. Macleod, the Con-
veaer of the missions of the Church of Scotlund,
who now occupies the chair, and of his collea-
gue, the Rev, De. Watson, with us on this ovea-
sion. We bail itas a token of the deep interest
which the Chureh takes in our welfare that it
sends aut its most honoured members toaid and
encourage us. e regard it as evidence of the
importance of our work, f any cvidence was
wanting to us, that such men should account it
a privilege to undergoe the labour and discom-
forts of such a jousney. And we especially re~
joice for the prospects which this deputation
gives us that the causes of missions will oceu-
py a larger and more general share of the at-
tention of the Chorches when their report is
made known, and I cannot permit this occasion
1o pass without expressing our hearty welcome
to the members of this depniation, not merely
in their ofticial capacity but also as men—men
whase deep interest in the work of missions nad
their earnest labours in the eause both at home
and abroad, one of whom is known and loved as
a friend, through his works, by thousands whe
have never scen his face, until kis name has be-
come n household word. I feel also that I can
but inadequately express the wishes of this As-
sembly and of all connected with it, when I
wish for personal health and safety, abundant
prosperity, and a happy refurn to their friends,
for those whom I have now the honour of wel-
coming in the name of this Mission. (Applause.)

The Chairman then said that he observed
from the programme that he was not merely to
take the chair at this meeting, but thero wag
likewise the very seriows announcement that
there was to be an address from the Chairman,
He should not pretend to give them an clabor-
ate address on the pregent occasion, but it
would be much more difficult for him to be en-
tirely silent at such a time than to make a
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short speech. It was now 25 years since he
first began to take a very deep and personal in-~
terest in the cause of missions. He was then
profoundly impressed—though he need not
now go into the circumstances—with the
claims of British India upon Great Britian, In
looking at the immense continent of India, and
thinking of its teeming millions, and its re-
markable culture in times gone by, and of the
nmarvellons manner in'which England had been
broughtinto connection with such a great Em-
pire, he did feel that it hrd very great clrims
upon these who now held it to do all the good
for it they were able to confer. The people of
Iadia were not only fellow-citizens. but, as Wil-
berforce remarked in 182, they were fellow
tenants, and had almost tenants’ claims upon
the English as the proprietors of the country,
When he thought of all that had been done angd
suflered for many years, before that remarkable
result—the connection. of India with Great
Britain—he could not but feel, and ask himself
for what means, or what was the cruse, for he
could not see apy suflicient reason, why so
much loss of human blood, and so mach suffer-
ing on the part of the peeple of India should
have been permitted by Providence unless,
sooner or later, Great Britian should be able to
confer upon them the highest good that could
possibly be given to any nation—the know-
tedge of Him who was our life, the God and
Father, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Peace of
God which passeth all understanding. When
he (Dr. Macleod) logked back unon past years
and thought of the many times he bad met
with those at bome in prayer for the cause of
misstons, and the number of addresses he had
given, and all that passed before bis eyes, and
in the end found bimsedf in India in the honour-
able position of Chairman of such a meeting;
with such an audience as that present, the like
of which he never saw bifore, clergymen of dif-
ferent denominations, gentiemen of influence in
the country, and natives, some of them most io-
telligent, be could not but feel that he shouid
look back with gratitude npon the past and take
courage for the future. (Applause). The Mis-
sians of the Church of Scotland were much bet-
ter known to some than toothers. Theidea of
the Scotch Missions was first coneeived by a
a well-known man in Scotland, who now ve-
cupied one of the most important positions on
the bench of Justice—General of the Supreme
Court_in Scotland, Lerd Inglis. His scheme
was that they shaald. by the edueation of the
young, by their being so eduented that they
should receive from the Christian Church the
highest instruction in the principles of Churis-
tiau religion, on the ground that they counld
not confer o greater blessing vpon their breth-
ren. From them must come the Christian
teachers whose work wonld be in the Church
of India. Independent of the work that had
been done at home,the idea had beca most nobly
1aken up and worked outin Calcutta, by & man
whose name, associated with others, was well
knowa—Dr. Duff—and by his venerated friend
whom he was rejpiced to sec present with them
that evening, Dr. Wilson. e hoped that still
hetter times were coming, and that with his
dear friend Dr. Watson he might have the high
honovr of working with his brethren in India,
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and of advaacing the kingdom which was so
dear to them all. Churchies in 1ndia could not
be antagonistic to cach other. The idea that
people had at home, that churches were divided,
did not exist among the clergy and laywen in
India : if that were so it would be necessary to
get those at home to send out missions to them
1o bring them to Chiristianity. In India they
were all united together as one grand army,
different perhaps in organization like the one
in Abyssinia, some were like Cavalry, some lu-
fantry, some native troops, and some European ;
so in the Church, some were Presbyterians, and
some Episcopalians, but they were all different
regiments in the same army, and all had the
same objrct in view as in Abyssinia to Five
libezty 1o the caplives. It would be hornble
10 think of antagoaism, et them theabavea real
hiearty love for all engaged in the work.  Their
good was our goad, their gain was our gain, and
their reward our reward  Christians of every de-
nomination should with one heart and onc
soul, as belicving in Christ, go forth with their
brethren in India and make thewn partakers of
the common good.  Nor could he understand
how there could be o the jart of thoughtful
men, notwithclandingdahicir belicf, any an-
taganism in religion  Their was no thoughtfal
man wha could be oppoced to their educatinual
svsicm—that their countrvmen slould kaow
the countrs of Great ii-itian, undersiand the
Engiish language, be able to enjay the Eagiish
literature and I sharers in that greal weal'h
of science and litetature which cxisted in the
western aned northern world,  No Hiadeo, Par-
sec, or Mahemedan could e oppesed 10 what
was taught at th-ir schools. D Maclcod
then weat oft to speak of hic first inpre sinas
of Tudia, and eaid that @ir could net Gad two
mea who Iad boen lang in India agoee abwut
anything, and said be Ead boea old that f a2
yerson memzined for 20 vears iu india, e fan-
cicd in the Gost vear that he Xnew cverstdhing,
next vear he thosght he kuew unthing, and tus
was the caze coen afier 30 years.  Bat he was
not 1o be turned acide fram his own cammon
s-nte =nd his powers of judging of the state of
things. He had never in his lile scon wore in-
teiligent bowe thaa very many in e classces
they had soen that rrening, more geatle faces,
or gqricker camprehension. i« had scon highly
intclligent bwye, very dacile and teackadle and
fail of aptnees of undarstanding enmprebeading
with wonderful genius and intcdiectaal potwer,
and listening lo winl was faid to them with tie
greatesiresprecl, A Wissionan couid tmavel U
wholcof Hlindoastan and go into the markeiplaces
and azmars and preach.  He conld Walk 1o za-
tives who €id not Melieve, hat wounld neverthe-
less give the mast regrecifal beasing aad the
cleatest and most thoughifal answess, whea he
(Dzr. Nzcleod) fomnd thiz i thosght he lvcatind
a freer *ir Wmn he did in Posiggal, §;<in,
Getmzany, aad ia wmany pang of Fatope. Tt
was one thing kat Iad mach struck kim, and
he was very thankial e Ganditsa,  lle wagsane
they would forgive Bim i be sadd 2 wotd o7 iwp
wnTe upon & subjeed Al tauched the English
mople of India.  He aeed nnt fay how intcnse-
Ir anxicas e wag 35 a Chsistha man and
minister al he ladics and gentlemmn of Eag-
land shosld feod profoundly teeir sesponsibilite
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as t0 what they ought to do aud what they say,
for it was une thing to learn Cliristianity from
the lips, but 2 far different thing to learn it from
life. The intluence from the lives led by Eure-
peans in fndis, he might be pardoned for saying,
was not altogether such as to induce the natives
to come to the fold of Christ. le twas aware
he was saying this among the highest in
European society, but e must say that the in-
fluence and the whole impression made by
Europeans as to their honesty, justice, and truth
was very remarhable, and he certainly should
desire from his heart that such lives wereled by
all BEuropeans as that their light should shine
before men.  He did not say that their lives
were bad, but that tuey should be careful” as to
their lives and conversation.  There were many
who lived in lndia who did pol know ' a word
mure about missions than the Hindoos did about
miss.ons in Glasgow. They ought not to be
discouraged, as sumce were at home, at the ap-
parent small results of missions. Let them
look at the past history of the world, and see
how stozly yreat resulis were worked. Let
them look at the chuldeen of {stacl in the land
of Bgrpy in the Wilderness, in the land of
Prozuse. the Babsloaish caplicity, and all the
csenats of the world 2 long time before Christ
came. Then et them thinX of 120 men wmeei-
ing trembling in an apper room in Jerusalewm,
and iet them Jouk at the nnssionary wark as in-

traduced in Buswpe by 1vo men singaag psaime.

He adm.ited that little had been dane, but that

little was like 2 tittle Light upon the wmountain

top . bt it wac oue ray of tinse mys whick

would enlighten all the (abwrnacle.  le hoped

hi< fricnds wasld parden him for occapying so

much of their Gme wineh uc did uet intend to

do nhen bic began.  He thauked them for the

jatien: bearing uvy had given him and would

bid Wem farewell.  He mght be present with

Whem i fatlure years but they would be the

sulycel of his pravers, and he hoped that he

wixht hear of iic progress of the wWork amony

tiseir fellow-citizens (A jplausc.)

Mr Connen, in propasiag a vote of thanks to
e chainman welonmed D Macleod and Dr
Waisan o India. He was spaaking in the
presesce of same genilemen who were not aii
Chnistang, and ke might sy that itmust strike
therm as varr strange tiatl members of the
Chastian religion, sercanis of Gmd, had crossed
ihe sea and deseris to conic to India, not to make
mascy, Jor they had no inicvet 1w callen, oF
reclaimations, or comjasins, or milwars, mt
absalately inspined by nathing b=t a pure deve-
tion o the crase of Christ—= mission of JoTe
aad devation to the human mee.  Tiey dil
not kear of any Hindoos, Parsces, o Mabome
dans gaing to faglaad 1o ; ~xch a new faild
aad goed-will s the human mace.

Tie Howble A. Brows, in sboonding the vaic
of thaaks £aid e was sure Umt all presex:
mast Kol the verr devpest sTmpathy in the ob-
jecis for which they bad met trgether that af-
tesmoon, aad be hoped thatl Unl moecling was
safScient ctidence 10 Dr. Waded and i
Watson 3l symmtisy was {clt in Bomlay for
missions.

Nz, Vichraaath Nzmaven Mowdlick said that
be thosght it was a suhieel of gratification to
the naives of India that geallawmen in Uk posi-
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tion of Dr. Macleod and his colleague should
cume to the country on the mission upon whigh
they had cmbarked. They w vuid find in India
a large, wide and extensive field for the pros-
cutivn of their labours, and a people wh? were
always willing, in fact, he might say, eminently
inclined, ina religious sense, to give a fuir hear-
ing to gentlemen of such xt stamp xs these they
had now amongst them.  The hearty expression
of sympatdy, of kindness, and of bumanity with
which the address was flooded had been heard
by him (Mr. Vishvanath) aud as well, he was
sure, by all his country-men present, with feel-
ings of the decpest gratitude, aud of the wmost
genuine and heartfelt cmotion,  He believed
tist some European writer had said that lan-
geage was g n toman tucodceai his thoughts,
but be believed that it was giten o man to ut-

ter his thougists, and those who had heard the |

remarkabicaddressof Dr. Mackeod that evening
smust feel and the whele Clristian community
must {ecl the great accession of moral and spi-
ritual influence which must accrue from it in
his work in ludia. They had no doubt many of
hiemn heard eminent preachers and divings, but
whai he thought must strike every intelligent
persen was that they should sce so little of the
pmctical side of Cliristianity, if he might so
term i1, in this vast Empirc.  Hc thought apon
a practical view of Christianity, and when they
looRed at the practical treatment of the question,
as they would ofall great questions, its influcace
on the morals and social system and the poli-
tics afthat greatland, when they were viewed as
ther had been thatevening vicwed by Do Maclend
—hie said when all thaese things were viewed in
that Christian light, be thought the cause for
which their distinguichied visitors had came to
1he country would receive greater cncoumage-
ment than it had hitherto done. (Applause). It
was certainiy the most remarkable occurrence
that had taken place on that side of Indiasince
his residence ia it for twentr-two years, that
gentlemen iike Dr. Maclcod and his colleagnce
shaald be sent all the way fram Scatland to en-
coarage and supesintend and iavigemic the
csiablishment which had for its object the en-
lightenment and ameliomtion «of the natives
of ludia, and he himsclf, however much be
wight differ in his opinion an same of the great
sabjects which bad been touched upoa by Dr.
Macicod, would yet congratulate the couatry
wpoa the accossion of sirengih which sach visite
weie caleslated to impart 0 the momal and
social condilion of the glarious empire af India.
Fe bepged to thank D Nacleod and Dr. Wat.
fon in ke name of his coanleymen present.

Col. Narsiotnt briefls supparied the vole
of thanks, and Dr. Watsan Iaving replicd, and
the navks disisibated to the prize-lakers, the

proccedings tenginated.

THE EPISCOPAL CRUSADE IN
SCOTLAND.
The Mange, Dec 14, 1837,
Sme=Asa minister of tht Church wSentland
apd 2 consiam reader of vour paper, | harve
tead with some intorest the receat Ietters of
Kishop Wondsworth azd those of his corres-
Pondenls; and ia common with the great
SZajority of my brethren, § am disjrarcd to give

!

the Bishop credit for purity of motive and
other gaod qualities in connection with the
very unpromising undertnaking in which he is
embarked. He may rest assared that of the
winisters of the Church of Scotland, ninety-
nine out of the hundred cherish towards the
Church of Englaud feclings of the very highest
respect; and if they have begun to look coldty,
aud cven with some degree of aversion, on
Scottish Episcopacy, the phenomenon is due in
na small degree to himself, and to some other
Episcopals on this side the Border whose zeal
has been outrunoing their discretion. I under-
stand that the great end after which le i3
aiming is the ve-establishment of diocesan
Episcopacy in Scotlaud; and this he would
bring aboul in & purceable way, by inducng a
mzjority at least of our Scottish Preshytenians
to acquicsce in the measure.  This, of course.
appears to him to be 2 must desirable consum-
mation; but let me ask the two following
questions :—

1. What reasonable probability is there of such
a consummatlion being cver arrived at all?
 believe I am stating 2 matter of fact—itisa
fact which, fro:mn school statistics, marriage
registrations, 2nd other means, is becoming
more and more apparent every day—that of the
three millions and mids of our Scollish popu-
lation, not wmuch shart of the two millions are
still in ccclesiaztical connection with the
ChurchofScotland. Frommy own knowledge,
I could name, 1 dare say, n score of parishes,
the Church communicants in which have been
doubled in the last dozen of years. Now, the
wholc of these are Presbyterians, most of them
very decidedly aud steangls su. But if—aud
the fact is scarcels to be doubled—the Preshy-
terianism of the Church of Scatland is of an
cxceedingly telerant iy pe, itis notlo beimagined
that the great body of Presbyicrian issentess
arc of that mind. Far frem . The Free
Charch, ihe United Preshyicrians, and the other
sinallzr dissenting bodics, contain a vesy strong
infusion indeed of the oid covenantiag spirit.
And what are we 0 say as to the numbers and
social influcnice of the Scottish Episcopalians ?
It is admilted that a large proportion of the
peerage and gealtry of Scotland are Epis-
cojalians.  Spaaking =s a Scotchman, a Gon-
sereative, and 2 patriol, I regard that fact as
very much 1o be deplored——a fact which at the
present moment, is predactive of much social
cvil and litile cise; and which, wien the dars
of trial come, which seem 10 be impending, will
nal ¢ontsibate mach to ke influcnce of these
parlick, cither politically or paitinanially. As
o the figmre at which Scoltish Episcopacy mast
bre S5timated, | belivve it docs nol excocd 57,000
of the pepulation.  Is il to be imagined, there-
fore, for 2 mament, that aa et of Parliament
will be obinined in these days, ignoring tie re-
ligion of threc millions of proplc, and pro-
clziming that of so small a {raction as the re-
ligions of We Statc?  \Why, Papery, which can
nox boast of five times the nameriaal siventh
of Episcopacy in Scoiland, wosld kave a fac
siropger ednim lo e distiaction.  Morcocen,
Fishop Wordswoarth is goeatly in ervar, if e sap-
pases thal the hygone history and noble con-
teadings for liberiy on the jart of ons Preshy-
Tesian AnCeslary x3¢ forgoiien: of likelr go0a o0
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be in Scotland, or that the conversion to Epis-
copacy of any body of our Scottish clergy an
people could be regarded as anythiog else than
an act of contemptible apostacy, baving no
other effect than exposing such parties to scora
and reprobation. Besides, has the Bishop
reflected on the tremendous changes in Church,
school, and other things whichmust be affempted
at least, if his union should be forced through
the Legislature? Are we to abandon our free
prayer, and take to the English Liturgy ; are
sve to give up our masculine and manly Shorter
Catechism, and substitute for it the meagre
Church Catechism; are weto throw our churches
topsy tursy, witha view to introduce altars,
candlesticks, and what not? Docs lic suppose
our Presbyterian clergy are prepared to face
such things, or that the people would allow
them, if they were? No!  This scheme of the

worthy Bishop is 2 dream.  Episcopacy never |

will be established in Scotland.

2. Suppesing all difficultics taken out of the
way, and Episcopacy salstituted fur Presby-
tery as the State religion of Scotland, what

A

practical bencfit will result to the people at .

Jarge? As we of the Church of Scotlang
understand malters, an Estabiished  Church
exists for the religivus goud of the peopls, and
for nuthing clse.  Maorcover, we think that the
Church is doing a great deal in ihis way at the
present moment ,_nay, we do not hesitate to
affinn that it has leen, and is, dwng 2 greal
Geal more in this way than any Episcopal
Church on the face of the carth. We read the
Watd of Gud, piaz, and preach the goespel frum
our puljits, we go, Bible in hand, from duor to

PO

dout throngh out parishes, deing what we can .

10 indace all the prople to love God and heep
his commandmens . we set Sabbath schouls,
Bible classes, praser meelings, and otiicr re-
Ygumsand phlantlrupic organisations a—~going.
In the name of reason and common sense, what
mure could we do theugh we kad ushops to-
morrow ?  Would we pet beiter help from such
a personage than we get at present fram  that
whole council of Church offiec-bearers which
we call a Preshriery?  There may be some
who think it 2 very pretiy thing to be able j0
point to a dignitary a hundred miles off; ealling
himsclf my Lond Bishop: but 1 oeally must
submil that such an office 15 2 inefe ornamental
ajppendage, and of no practical valse whatserier,
1 notice that Biskop Wordsworth s perprically
ringing the changes on Uit pet phrase of lns—
& the threcfold ministey.”  What docs he mean
by this? Hashe read our standands to selittlc
purpase as nol to be aware that we in Scotland
have aur ¢ thieefold ninistry,”  as well as aur
fitends on the other side of the Hovder? lic
aught to know that in every parish of Scotland
we have a Rishop, 2 conncil of Preshyters, and,
where such oficers arc requined, deacons also.
The Lishop, the Preshyter, and the deacon arc
s much recornised in our IPreshricsian slan-
dards as in e Episcopal Chuveh, the only
difference being that with us those offices ang
Qelined, and their wark segulated by Seriplure,
and nol merely LY coclesiastical wadition. 1
woader il the Rishop Ims ever feen of heard of
a hook on thie % Parachial Biskop,™ by the pood
old Wiliison of Dundee?  The goeat qaestion is
et ane betwist a Biskop and 2 Presbrier, bat

- —————— - -
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betwixta diocesan and a parochial Bishop ; and,
moreover, I think that if the resolution of that
question is sought from Scripture, no Presby-
terian nced be alarmed. Jesus Christ sent
forih his ministers to preach the gospel to every
creature, and a better mode of accomplishing
this it would be difficult to mention than that
which prevails in this land—a Presbyterian
establishment ; that is, 2 congeries of parishes,
cach having its Bishop, and cach respousible for
his conduct to & synod composed of the whole.

I bave to ask pardon for intruding so long a
letter upon vour notice. 1 did not intend tobe
so long when 1 began. 1 wished, howeser, and
with some degree of emphasis, to state to the
Bishop, and all who adopt his views, that'the
scheme hie has been advocating is absurdly im-
practical, and, moreoser, utterly uscless, even if
it could be carried into effect.—I am, &c.

A MvisTER.

Tug Rev, Dr Macleod and the Rev. Dr Watsén,
who hase been appointed by the General As-
<sembly of the Church of Scotland to report on
missions in India, hate arrived safely at Dom-
bay. The following address, signed unanimois-
Iy by the passengers on board the Rangoun,
was preseated to Dr Macleod on the 23th No-
vember :—

% [lev. axp prEar Sie,—We, the captain,
officers, and yassengers on board the steamship
Rangoon, cannet bid you adica without ex-
pressing our grateful sense of the peculiar
privilege we have cnjoyed in your socioty and
~Your ministta‘ions. As being all of us connected
with India, we cannot bat fecl and beliese that
the tisit to that country of one who cxerciscs
so great and benceficial an inflacnce on public
opinion at heme must be productive of the
greatest benefit - We all mast sincerels unite
in wishing yvon and your cajicagac Dr Watson
a prosperous journcy and a safe and happy re-
turn 1o vour country and familics.”

GrEEvoCR—LANGRANK.~—~A 1 2 mocling of th'S
cangregatian, held on 11th November, the Rev.
Raberi Crawford, aesistant st Lauticston
Church, Glascow, was unamimously clectled
minister.

Nexrrass.—At a mecting of the Preshstery
of Rrechin, hirld ia Mclville Charch, Montrase,
on Tharsday, “evember 7, the Rev, Mr Steven
was erdained to the jastoral chiarge of the con-
gregation worshipping there.

StaadRasr.—Un Thursdax, Oct, 2§, the Pres”

{ brtesy of Nimaamer mel in e Parish Church

and ondained the Rev. Thomas Litte to the pas-
toral charge of e parish of Stranmer.

Ds.7nt oF g OwhesT MiNisTERS OF 7TH:

Current.— -

[The veacmable and Rev. David Harris, lale mi-
nister of the Pasish of Faarn, Ferfamslire, took
place at Riverside Vitla, Rlawgaewsic, on Mon-
day, Octaber 2§, 2t the advanced age of 95
searg and 2 monthy, haviag been bamn in the
neighbouthood of Blairgewric in the month of
Julr, 1772, He bad been longer minsies of onie
farsh than any other  clesgyman know i3
coclesiastical reconds. He was opdained, we
Wxtiere, ia 1923,



