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Go Work in My Vineyard.

il had been secured as superintendent of & school,
It is not likely that we will hear of anything'

At Dr. Mingin's sermon on * Rescue Work,” | like this in the colonies for some time to come
in Carlton .\‘lrgeet Methodist Church, the follow- | but it is a mark of progress that is worth

ing hymn, so appropriate to the subject,.wuu
sung, Stanza 4 seems to harmonize specially
with the design on the cover of the BaNNgr

and with its special purpose :

Go labour on ; spend and be spent,
Thy joy to do the Father’s will ;

It is the way the Master went,
Should not the servant tread it still ?

(io labour on ; "Tis not for nought,
Thy earthly loss is heavenly gain ;

Men heed thee, love thee, praise thee not ;

The Master praises ; what are men ?

(o labour on, while it is day,

The world’s dark night is hastening on ;

Speed, speed thy work, cast sloth away ;
It is not thus that souls are won,

Men die in darkness at thy side
Without a hope to cheer the tomb 3
Take up the torch, and wave it wide,
The torch that lights time’s thickest
gloom,

Toil on, faint not, keep watch, and pray ;
Be wise, the erring soul to win ;

tio forth into the world’s highway,
Compel the wanderer to come in.

Toil on, and in thy toil rejoice ;
For toil comes rest, for exile home ;
Soon shalt thou hear the Bridegroom’s

voice,
The midnight peal, ** Behold I come i
= T I
Paid Superintendents.

THE paid superintendent is not a new crea-
tion, but we note with pleasure a report given
by a delegate at an American convention, in

which it is stated that the serv
worker from Mr,

whic
J has been met, the claims of the Sunday-schooli
should not be forg ‘ten. Wise parents set
apart one of the best rooms in the house for
the nursery, knowing well the importance of
suitable accommodation for their children, I
like manner wise co gregations will take eare
that the children o!v
advantages, which an ouly be obtained from
the use of properly constructed School-rooms,
Happily, every wee.c brings announcements of
new schools being erected on the most modern
plans, and everything seems to indicate brighter
times for the Sunday-school teachers and schol-
ars.—Sunday-school Chronicle, ’

ices of a trained
Moody's Northfield Institute

R

emphasizing. In a large church it is too much
to expect the pastor to be able to take entire
control, especially when sermon preparation
and outside calls make great demand upon his
time. One can easily conceive the splendic
opening for service among the children which
the position will give, and - thorengh-going
| Sunday-school man would not find his office by
any means a sinecure, An intimate acquaint-
ance and personal friendship with the scholars
would be an introduction to fhomes unreached
by the Church, while sick visitation, the con.
ducting of young people’s meetings, and espe
cially the training of his teaching staff, would
provide profitable outlets for energy. We are
| not able to attaiu to this yet, but we are glad
| to notice a step indicating a forward movement
—dAustralian Sunday-school Teacher,

T — O < — .

Sunday-school Buildings.

WE are giad to see that the buildings origin
ally intended for other purposes are no longer
considered suitable f.r Sunday-schools, and
that efforts are continually being made to
erect buildings more in accordance with mod.
ern ideas and requirements, While the first:

ﬁht of a congregaticn is the church in
they worship, when that requirement

the church have all the
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How the Home Can Help the
School.

Tuts subject is often discussed at Sunday-
#chool conventions. Tt is one of great impor-
tance. Too often parents seek to roll off upon
the Sunday-school teachers their own God-
given responsibility to their children. This
they can never do. No teacher or superinten-
dent, however godly ; no school, however suc-
cessful, can stand in the place of the parent.
Long before the child enters the infant class it
should learn in its mother’s arms, and at its
mother’s knee, to love the Saviour, It should
be told the sweet story of Bethlehem and
Nazareth, ar1 the tender meaning of Geth-
semane and Calvary,

After the children go to Sunday-school,
parents can do much to help the teacher., They

should learn to duly appreciate, and be grateful
for, the devotion and assiduity of the great army

places, with unwearyin,
to win the scholars to

for our churches,

-

important and essential
Word of God. ** He th:

of Life. That father
unfatherly who grudged

less careful in provi ng
the still more important

taey should help the s

community of interest

study. It will make th

every Sunday might be
five times that number.

and give a distaste for
papers, often frivolous
abound on every bookstal
of frogs in Egypt, find

of Sunday-school teachers in our land who give

household.

own house,” says St. Pau
faith, and is worse than an infidel.” If this is
true with respect to providing daily bread, it is
still more true concerning providing the Bread

hours of study, with the best helps available, to
the lesson of the day, and in winter's storm and
summer’s heat are found faithfully in their

love and zeal, seeking
e Saviour and instruct

them in the way of eternal life, From our
schools come the greater part of the converts
Those who early enlist in the
service of the Master become His most faithful
and valiant and successful soldiers in the grand-
est of all crusades—that against sin and wrong.

-

-

But this appreciation of the teachers and
llv;mpnhy with their work should be practically
shown. ‘The young people should be liberally
supplied with the lesso
Onward, Pleasant Hours an, primary helps,
according to their needs—all of which contain

o helps, the Banykk,

aids to the study of the
at Fravidath not for his
, ‘““hath denied the

would be pronounced
his child the books an

requisites for his dlg-u:hool work. Shall he be
i

the necessary helps for
Sunday-school lessons,

which are furnished at such trivial cost?

»
Not onl[v‘l should parents furnish these, but

cholars to read them.

They can do this by adopting the daily Home
Readings announced in connection with the
lessons. By thus taking an interest in thesc
Sunday lessons, and reading them with the
boys and girls, it is wonderful how interesting
these lessons will be fonnd, and what a pleasant
tolpio of conversation they will furnish, Especi-
ally at the Sunday meals, when the father and
mother, often busy throughout the week, have
more time for conversation, a talk on the
lessons will be found wonderfully inspiring and
religiously helpful. We have known families
where this plan has been found to establish a

between parents and

children, and to unite young and old in a sort
of home class for the ‘most Eroﬁhble kind of

e Bible readings not

tame, perfunctory performance, but one of vital
interest and earnestness, The scope of our
schools can thus be enlarged to take in the
whole family. Thus, the twenty million per-
sons throughout Christendom who are now
studying the same gortiom of the Word of Goul

enlarged to three or
Such ennobling anil

elevating studies and reading will crowd out

the trashy books or
or pernicious, which
I, and, like the plague
their way into every
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Another way in which
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parents may help the

i

detestable to quote or even read, When the
ies of all right:

school is by ying it an occasional visit, We g 88 are thus busy in
think these visits are best made on the review Ppoisoning the babes, Christian parents must use
days, the last Sunday in each quarter. We [ the Sunday-school and every other means to
th&k that visits on other Sundays are apt to | save them.,

intorfere with the school management, unless, .

inyeed, visitors ent:;; the Bible iluu:; ;nd

bucome students ; in this case it is oped they i

- probp el e LI Prevention Better Than Cure.

7" Parents should also patronize libemlly. with
their presence and support, the Sunday-school
entertainments, festivals, anniversaries and
picnics. These are almost always delightful

j i for the ol as well
@ youngsters,
hould sometimes be in-
vited to the homes of the parents and evidences
of parental esteem and regard given them, At
Christmas and Easter time a present of a book
or card, or some little token of affection, from
their scholars or their parents would make the
teachers’ hearts swell with joy, would give them
increased interest in their scholars and impart
new power to their teaching,

Tn another article we shall discuss the ques-
tion of ““How the School Helps the Home.”

;a‘ joyous seasons for th
'i‘hen, the teachers s

Poisoning the Babes.

WEk have received from the American Secular
Union of ‘* eye-opening " leaf-
lets for Sunday-schools at 25 cents a hundred.
The character of these may be inferred from
the following extracts :

** We are using our talents very effectively
for the welfare of our fellow-men, so as to save
them from the dark and mental slavery of
enforcing Sunday laws at the command of
Christian bigots, who are trying to down liberty
in Chicago like they have done in priest-ridden
Toronto,”

““ Up to the present time the American Secu-
nion has not affiliated with the saloons ;
but if the tax-dodging beggars do not desist in
their endeavours to enforce unconstitutional
laws against our daily liberties, we have assur.
ance that a lnl:s;e number of them [the saloons)
will join in and help circulate this eye-opening
literature for personal and mental liberty.”

This precious American institution is deter-
mined to withstand to the utmost ** the spread
of their slavish superstition, by means of which
they intend to attempt to wipe out our daily
personal liberties. Will we allow them to do
1t? No, never!!!” 5

We know that all
these infidel tracts an

good Americans abhor
d tactics.. Nowhere out
of perdition, except in the Anarchist slums of
Chicago, could such villainous attempts to
Poison the souls of little children be pub) ished.

Tue cities of Toronto and Montreal have
enjoyed a visit from the Rev, Dr, Mingin, of
New York, a gentleman who has spent over
thirty of the ripest years of his life in rescue
work in that great city. It was he who dis-
covered Jerry Macauley and set him to work
in his grand rescue mission, As a result
hundreds of lost men and women have been
laimed from degradation, and many of them
have become burning and shining lights—per-

fect apostles of the grace of Giod.
In all our cities there isneed for justsuch work,
Thrilling were the stories told by Dr. Mingin

of the triumphs of grace in the s
and women in such depths of deg
oh ! the pity of it, it is such
often such hopeless work.

e could not help thinking, in listening to
his powerful appeals, how far wiser and better
and easier and more hopeful it is to save chil.
dren when their hearts are soft and tender,
rather than let them grow up the heirs of Satan
and sin, to be saved, if uve(‘ at all, as brands
plucked out of the fire, Many of these children
of the slums ars condemned y their very sur.
roundings to a life of degradation and sin,
What an encouragement is there for our
churches to plant schools everywhere where a
handful of children can be gathered and a
loving heart found to point them to the Saviour,
and to gather them in in their early years, ere
the dew of their youth and fragrance of its
beauty passes away ; to train them up as olive
branches in Christ’s garden, as trees of his own
planting, that they may grow up a blessing to
the world and not a curse—the heirs of grace
and glory, and not the heirs of wrath and
perdition,

aving of men
radation, But
hard work, and

——— . e 4
Britain’s Sea Power.

ONWaRrD for February 22nd is a stirring
patriotic number, setting forth in picture,
song and story Britain’s naval supremacy in the
past and the present, Every Canadian should
read it. It will be sent in quantities of five or
over at a cent apiece. This is less than the
lowest price for the year, but this specia! offer
is made to make this paper uuiversally known

Some of the slanders upon the Bibre are too

to Mathodist schools and homes,
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Book Notices.

Webster's International Dictionary of the Eng-
lish Language. Being the authentic edition
of Webster's Unnbriﬁged Dictionary, com-

rising the issues of 1864, 1879 and 1884,

ow thoroughly revised and enlarged under
the supervision of Noam Porrer, D. D
LL.D., of Yale University, with a volumin-
ous appendix. Springfield, Mass.: ;. & C,
Merriam Co. Toronto, Montreal and Hali-
fax: Methodist Book Rooms. Quarto pp.
2,126. Price, with patent index, $13.50,

We cannot too strongly impress upon readers,
writers and teachers the importance of culti-
vating the accuracy of expression which will
largely conduce to accuracy of thought. The
English langu.fe is the most admirable vehicle
of thought in the world. Copious and flexible
a8 the Greek, strong and vigorous as the Latin,
capable of word-building like the German,
though for ly not for building such long
words,

Many persons are loose thinkers because
they do not cultivate accuracy of expression ;
they very often do not say what they mean,
and sometimes say what they do not mean.
From its composite origin no language is so
rich in synonymes as our own. ‘“Age cannot
wither nor custom stale its infinite variety.”

The chief difference in thinking between an
illiterate and an educated man is that one has
so much larger and accurate vocabulary than
the other. One man goee through life using

rhaps not more than four hundred words,
Tis thoughts must have a narrow range. Not
that it is necessary to know all the words in
the dictionary to have a copi vocabulary—
many of them are purely technical and would
be ridiculously pedantic except as used in
technical or scientific treatise. But when one
comes across them one needs a good dictionary
to know what they mean. It is a good plan
never to pass a word in one’s reading whose
meaning one does not clearly understand, and
in writing it is of greatest importance to study
the best authorities as cited in a dictionary for
force, variety and propriety of language.

In a busy literary life of thirty years we have
kept Websters Unabridged beside us and have

Ited it more freq ly than any other
authority. Its successful revisions have kept
it thorouglly abreast of the times, and now the
latest ‘‘International,” bearing date 1895, com-
bines every ideal of excellence we can conceive
of insuch & work, The black-faced letters and
distinct alphabetical arrargement catch the
eye and make the words easy to find. Its
great clearness and accuracy of definition are
important. The little word * that,” for in-
stance, has over a column of definition and
illustration. The word ‘‘ throw " has nearly as
much. The pronunciation markings are very
simple aid easy und d. The etymologi

bear the mark of accurate scholarship. Over
3,000 wood-cuts distributed through the text
and classified and collected at the close of the
volume make plain what pages of description
could not. his is especially true of the
definitions in architecture, in tany, in me-
chanics, in zoology and the like.

This dictionary is truly international in that
both the English and American mode of spel-
ling such words as *‘theatre " are given, The
illustrative quotations are almost entirely from
great British writers—tho: s *“ wells of English
undefiled.” It is used, we believe, as the
standard in the English Postal Telegraph De-
partment, and more largely used in Canada and
the British colonies than ‘any other. We ob-
serve that Premier Bowell, as late as December,
1895, gives it strong commendation.

Webster’s Dictionary is something more than
a word-finder. It has'a number of appendixes,
including an expl y dictionary of the
names of noted persons or places in fiction or
current phrase ; a pronouncing gazetteer of the
world, containing over 25,000 names ; a bio-
graphical dictionary of fifty-five pages ; a pro-
nouacing - vocabulary of " Scripture and  of
Greek and Latin proper names of twenty-seven
pages; a dictionary of quotations trom the
Gireek, Latin and modern languages, and other
appendixes,

In such a bulky volume it is of great im-
rortmlue that the binding should be of the very
est quality, flexible yet firm and enduring.
The strong sheep binding of this book fulfils.
these conditions. We strongly advise pur-
chasers to procure a copy with the ready
reference index. The notches in the margin
leaves with catch letters enable one to turn at
once to the part of the book which they wish
to consult and which saves much time of the
students and wear and tear of the book. Tak-
ing it all in all Webster's International is the
best critical apparatus for the English language
that we know.

The Shorter Bible, Chronologically Arranged.
Being the Holy Bible Abridged and with its
Writings Synchronized for Popular Reading.
Luey Riner Mever, A.M., M.D., Editor.
With Introduction by Bishop John H. Vin.
cent. New York: Hunt & Eaton. Toronto :
William Briggs. Octavo pp. xxxiv., 963.
Price, $2.50.

It was a happy thought of Mrs, Meyer
to prepare this condensed synchronized ar-
rangement of the Old and New Testaments.
It 1s, in its way, a contribution to the new
criticism, which studies the historical parts of
the Bible like any other book of history and
endeavours to find out their chronological and
other relations, 'I'he books of Kings and
Chronicles involve many repetitions in their
tw:-lold narrative. Here tﬂ:y are combinedi
b q 3
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————————
Itis a h?py arrangement to

tories of Judah and of Israel side
lhowins their parallelism in time.
followed is that of the revised version,
words of historian, psalmist and prophet are
brought together as near @8 possible in the
order in which they were written, The amount
of abridgment has been nearly two-thirds,
The Shorter Bible is an attempt to break
through the crust of familiarity which has grown
over the Bible by pr ing it after the

of ordinary booil of history and informaiion,
The chronology of the New Testament is much
better decided than that of the Old Testament
and the arrangement here given is still greater
value, This goodly volume of a thousand
pages cannot fail to make the Word of God a
living voice to those who will study its mean-
ing.

Hand-Books for Bible Classes.
the Ephesians, By Pror. Canpris
Edinburgh : T. & T. Clark.

This series of hand-books contains many
very useful little works on Biblical subjects,
and some of the highest excellence, such ag
the commentaries of Dods on Genesis and
Davidson on Hebrews,

This brief commentary on Ephesians is not a
work of great power or startling novelty, but
it is a careful piece of work, written from a
soundly evangelical, albeit Calvinistic. point of
view. ~ For elaborate critical discussions of
difficult points, we shall turn t. Meyer and
Ellicott, Findlny and MacPherson. But Dr,
Candlish’s hand-book we can slip into our
pocket and read at odd moments, and find in it
& generally satisfactory treatment of this great
epistle.

The introduction is adequate and interesting,
showing admirably the state of the world when
Paul from his prison in Rome writes this
epistle to the churches of proconsular Asia, so
full of the dominant and inspiring thought of
the unity of the Church in its exaltcg and
glorious Head, and so vigorous in its exposition
of Christian  ethics over against incipient
Gnosticism. In his detailed exegesis Dr,
Candlish displays sound judgment and up-to-
date scholarship, )

Methodist Year Book Jor 1896,
A. B. Sanvorn, D,D,
Eaton. Toronto :
10 cent each ; $1

The Epistle to

H, D.D.

Edited Ly
New York: Hunt &
William Briggs, Price,
.00 per dozen.

Not elsewhere can one procure so full and
reliable information concerning not merely the
Methodist Episcopal Church, but the Meth-
odism of the worl , aslin this pamphlet.
a marvellous record. The little one has indaed
become a thousand. The reports of the various
benefit societies, of the reat publishing inter-
ests, church extension, etfucationul institutions,
temperance organizations and the like form an
invaluable body of information,

It is
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The Victorious Life, The post-Conference ad-
dresses delivered at Fast Northfield, Mass.,
August 17-25, 1895, By Rev. H. W, Wggs-
PErLog, Prebendary of St. Paul’s Cathedral,
London, FKdited by Deravay L. PIkRrsoN.
New York : The Baker & Taylor Co.
Toronto : William Briggs.

In his introduction to this book the Rev.
Arthur T. Pierson writes : ¢ Prebendary Webb.
Peploe is well-known in Great Britain as the
head of the Evangelical or Low Church party in
the Anglican Church, and one of the chief pro-
moters of the Keswick movement, which has
been 8o closely associated with the advance of
spiritual life as to come to represent almost a
new era of practical religious thought and ex-
perience.” ~ We consider this book of such
practical spiritual benefit that we have handed
1t to one of our best writers to make it the
subject of a special article,

— ——
Keeping Others in the Sunday-
school.

IT is said to be a problem how to keep
scholars of a certain age in the Sunday-school.
A growing tendency to he manly requires a
little more time for mannish laziness. ~ Young
women the same with feminine qullifying
words. Teachers are often perplexed, an
even wise and capable teachers are greatly
bothered as to how to reach those whose good
sense is under grave suspicion. Parents ought
to see that these do not forsake their expected
and provided places, Young companions can
do much, however, to aid in this matter. It is
possible to present attractions through your
companionship to serve as an ally to parent,
preacher and teacher. Instead of associating
altogether with those thoroughly congenial,
try your hand on some who are not, Believe
me it needs but a very slight bond of attach-
ment to bind at the critical juncture of * Sun.

day-school graduation.” Your efforts will
also weigh far more because made from a
standpoint more easily recognized as sympa-

thetic and disinterested.
for them are recognized as in the business,
You are an outsider like them, and you can de
many things more effictively. Many are the
practical ways of working : Make appointments
to call for them, hunt them up when they are
absent, make it your business to form week.
day associations with them. Watch and pray,
labor and wait ; some day these will be oyal
and constant attendants. Your work may not
be recognized, but it will be there.— Young
People’s Leader. ! ?
e ——

WhaT dost thon here—here in this short life,
here in this earnest world, here where you have
one chance, and but one, forever !~ Robertson.

The others who work

R e ———
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS,

FIRST QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
LUKE.

A.D. 29,

Authorized Version.
Luke 9. 18.27,

| Commit to memory verses
23-26
[Read Luk

18 And it came to us he was alone pray-
ing, his disciples were with him: and he usked
them, saying, Whom say the people that | wm ¢

19 They answering said, John the Bap'tist ; but
some say, E-1i'as ; and others say, that one of the
old prophets i« risen again,

20 e said unto them, But whom say ve that 1
am? Pe'ter answerin id, The Christ of God.

21 And he straitly charged them, and com-
manded them to tell no man that thing ;

22 Saying, The Son of man must suffer many
things, and be ed of the elders and chict
priests and seribes, and be slain, and be raised the
third day.

23 And he said to them all, If any man will
fter me, let him deny himself, and take up
his eross daily, and follow me,

24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it :
but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the
same shall save it,

26 For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the
whole world, und lose himself, or be cast away ¢

26 For whosoever sha!l he ashamed of me and of
lnly words, of him shall the Son of man he ashamed,
when he shall come in his own glory, and in his

father’s, and of the holy angels,

27 But I tell you of a truth, there be some
standing here, which shall not taste of death, till
they see the kingdom of God.

:u, 1-50.]

=

TIME.—Late spring or early summer of A, D.
20, Joesus was on his way to the Mount of Trans-
figuration. PLACE.—In the vicinity of Cmsa-
rea Philippi, which was near to one of the sources
of the Jordan, and near also to the southern ridge
of Mount Hermon,

HOME READINGS.

M. Jesus the Messiah. Luke 9. 18-27.

7w, Testimony from heaven. Luke 9, 28-36,
W. Foretold in prophecy. Isa, 53,

7h. John’s record. John 1. 19-98,

F. 'The Spirit’s witness, John 1. 29-34,

S, Christ’s own claim. John 4. 19-25,

S. Not ashamed. 2 Tim. 1. 1-12,

LESSON HYMNS, .
No. 27, New Canadian Hymnal,

The Church’s one foundation.

LESSON IX. JESUS THE MESSIAH.
GOLDEN TEXT. Thisis my beloved 8
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hear him, Luke 9. 35,
Revised Version,

18 Anditcame to puss, us he was praying alone,
the disciples were with him: and he asked
them, saying, Who do the multitudes say that

191 am? nd they answering”said, John the
Bap'tist; but others say, E-1i%jah ; und others,

20 that one of the old prophets is risen again. And
he said unto them, But who say ye that [ am ¢
And Pe'ter answering suid, The (

21 But he charged them, and commanded Zhem

22 to tell this to no man; saying, The Son of nun
must sutfer many things, and be rejected of the
clders and chiet' priests and scribes, und be

23 killed, and the third day be ruised up.  And he
said unto all, If any man would come afte

me,
let him deny himself, and take up his eros

24 duily, and follow me. For whosoever would
save his life shall losc it ; but whosoever <hall
lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.

25 For what is & man profited, if' hie gain the whale

26 world, and lose or forfeit his own sclf? For
whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of
my words, of him shall the Son of man be
ashamed, when he cometh in his own glory,
and the glory of the Father, and of the holy.

7 angels, But T tell you of a truth, There be
some of them that stand here, which shall in no
wise taste of death, till they see the kingdom of
God.

L

No. 32, New Canadian Hymnal.

Oh, word of words, the sweetest.

No. 35, New Canadian Hymnal.
Ineed thee, precious Jesus!

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. Faith, v. 18-22,

Whom did Jesus send forth, and on what mis-
sion? (Verses 1-6,)

What perplexity arose about Jesus? (Verses
7-9.)

What miracle did Jesus perform for a multis
tude? (Verses 10-17.)

How was he afterward engaged ?

What question did he ask, and of whom?

What was the reply of the disciples?

What question did Jesus then ask ?

man ?
2. Fa
Whi
name ?
How
How
Wha
Of w
Wha
death ¢
Wha
(Verses
Wha
37-42,)
What

(Verses

Where
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What was the reply, and by whom made?

What command did Jesus givel

What four things did he suy must take place ?

What says the GoLpeny Texr about the Son of

man ?
2. Faithfuluess, v, 23-27,

What three conditions of discipleship did Jesus
name ?

How is one sure to lose his life?

How can one lose his life and yet savo it ?

What question of profit and loss is asked ?

Of whom will Jesus be ashamed, and when ¢

What would some of the disciples see before
death ¢

What great
(Verses 28-36.)

What miracle immediately followed ?
37-42,)

What question arose, and how was
(Verses 46-48,)

event occurred a week later?

(Verses

it answered ¢

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we shown the
1. Of faith ¢
2, Of self-denial #
3. Of courage ?

duty—

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Verses 18.22,

18, What was Jesus in the habit of doing before
any great work ? Mention instances, Why did
he ask the disciples what people thought of him ?

19. How was it that none said he was the Mes-
siah ?

20. Why did he ask the disciples what they
thought ¢ Who answered for the rest ? Why did
Peter answer

21. Why did Jesus charge them to tell no one
that he was Christ ?

22. Why must he suffer? What three orders
made up the great council? Did he say anything
to cheer them ?

2. Verses 23.27,

23. What did Christ mean by our taking up the
cross? What must we do after we make this
choice ¢
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24, What do we lose if we live for the world ¢

- Can the loss be made up

- What is it to be ashamed of Jesus?  ow
s Christ’s example encourage us ¢
| - What did Jesus mean by seeing
| of God ?

the kingdom

Teachings of the Lesson,

What the world thinks of Clirist js often wrong,
It is not enough to know what others think
sus. Suffering and glory are linked to
To remain a Christian is as important us to heeome
one.  We ought not to be ashamed of Jesus, nor
yet be a shame o hin,

of

It one soul is lost there
is nothing valuable enough in the universe to
redeem it.  Jesus will reward those who do and
suffer mueh for him, Compared with Christ’s
sutferings how light are ours ! Compared with the
glory he promises how little we do to me it it !

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Where is Mount Hermon ?

What ean you tell about the country v its toot ¢

What eity was at the foot of the mountain in
Christ’s time? Cresarea Philippi.

Where did Jesus and the diseiples go one day 2

What for?

Do you know what Jesus had to make him s

What question did he ask the diseiples

What did they tell him ?

Why would this make Jesus feel sorry ! Bew
cause he was not understood.

What did he ask then?

Who answered ¢

What did he say ?

Why would this comfort Jesus ¢

What did Jesus teach the disciples then ?

What is better than anything else in the world
To know God and follow him.

Something to Remember.

The child who knows Jesus may be a4 witness
for him,

It makes Jesus sad when his children do not try
to get acquainted with him,

If we know Jesus we shall want to tell some-
body who he is,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
BY ROBERT R. DOHERTY, PH.D,
General Statement.

We must not suppose that the historic divisions which modern students of our Lord's life have marked
#o clearly were at all noted by those who lived with him, Each new day their eams and eyes were startled,

fometimes were stunned, by teachings such as men had

never heard and by deeds such as men had

neverseen. When great men smiled on the Galilean Rabbi his disciples multiplied beyond eagy count-

ing; when the hostility of the authorities was felt

many turnad away from him whom they had for o

while adored as Messiah ; but the steady current of his life flowed on, in full view of friends and focs,

hardly marked by such partitions as have become familiar to us under the titles
Now approaches the close of “ The

and “Year of Obscurity.”

“ Year of Popularity **
Galilean Ministry,” which, you will re-

R
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member, lusted a little more than a year and a half, Since the ruising of Juirus’s daughter our Lord had
{in day-school language) ** promoted” his disciples, From rapt learners clustering about his feet they
hud been changed into aggressive workers—heralds or ** missionaries ” we might call them, who were
sent out in couples to proclaim the coming of the * kingdom of God.” Our Lord endowed them with
healing powers, of which they had known nothing before, and their errand, thus made cusy, was fuith-
fully performed—though we know uothing in detail of their adventures, The winter and spring of the
year 29, so far us we can now disentangle the chronology of the gospels, was thus spent. When they
returned to Jesus, with them came the sad news of the beheading of John the Baptist. Soon after this
the five thousand were miraculously fed. Then came a number of mirucles (told by other e¢vangelists
than Luke)—such as Jesus’s wulk on the waves, the cure of & deaf and dumb man, and the cure of the
blind man of Bethsaida, T'o about this time also must probably be referred Matthew’s story of the feed-
ingof the fourthousand, The popularity of Jesus grew so high that all Galilee uprose, and if it could have
had its way would have made him king by force. All these events, und the teaching which was con-

earrent with them, bring the record down to the summer of 29, and bring our Lord, ou his slow advance
northward, into the neighborhood of Cwsarea Philippi. s Jjourney had been interrupted by two or
three brief detours, but he had at lust reached the foothills of the great mountain on one of whose peaks

he was shortly to be transfigured in the presence of the chosen three. While puusing here for a duy or
two he took occasion to declare to his disciples, without reserve, his cluim to the Messiahship. But he
did this not by any statement of his own, but Socratically—drew the declaration right out of their own
logic und convictions, e showed them also the necessity of covering up this holy seeret for a while,
for from that very hour the Son of man must be on the defensive. The months of popular triumph were

now past, though not one of the disciples had suspected this, If any man would “ come after him "
now, he must expect fetters, a crown of thorns, and a cross, But, then, the way of the cross leads to
glry. How emphatic sounds our Golden Text when read in close connection with this lesson !

Verse I8, He was alone praying. Instead |
of *alone™ read **apart.”  Study our Lord’s con-
stunt hubit of private prayer. As we look buck
ipon hix life we can see no time when he needed
the help of prayer more urgently than just at this
Juncture.  These weeks were pivotal, His dise
ciples were with him, This may mean that
at the close of his prayer they gathered about him:
but no oriental could ever understand how any one
could be disturbed in prayer by the presence of
others,  Whom say the people that I am?
The men of whom he asked this were fresh from
their tour among the people, and had had rare op-
portunities for noticing popular attitude and feel-
ing. But the question was asked to set his dis-
ciples to think profoundly. That there were many
conflicting views of Jesus is evident. otice what
Herod said (Mark 6. 16) ; what the wrenes said
(Mark 6. 8); what the seribes said (Mark 3. 22).

19. John the Baptist, The people dare not
assume the Messinhship of this unwarlike carpen-

\bbi, but apply the common doctrine of trans-

tion, and find in him some old national hero
avisen from the grave. Their first conjecture may
have been a mere echo of what was talked of at
Herod’s court ; but there were, in truth, certain
superficial pointsof resemblance between Jesus and
John—the great crowds, the simple preaching, the |
bold rebuke of wicked rulers, Eliass The Jews |
fully expected the great Elijah to return to earth.
Sce Mal. 4. 5,6.  One of the old prophets,
Bome great preacher and miracle worker of uncer-
tain identity., He was anybody, in short, but |
Messiah: but he had too bitterly disappointed the |

expeetation of the masses by not assuming royalty
and casting off the Roman yoke to be generally ré-
ceived as *the Christ,”

20. But whom say ye that I am?
(1) What do you say, student ? Peter. e was
perhaps the oldest, as he was one of the first, of
the disciples. Ile had the many excellencies, as
well as the faults, of a passionate nature. The
“hristof God. Or, hetter, “God’s Anointed One,”
Matthew adds, “the Son of the living God.”
(2) God will surely lead his sincere Sollowers to the

Jullness of truth. (3) The neaver we live to Christ

the stronger will our faith become. Matthew tells us
of the beautiful blessing whieh Jesus poured forth
upon Peter in acknowledgment of this confession,

21. He straitly charged them. DBetter,
*strietly 1™ he spoke solemnly, almost sternly,
for this charge was very important, A Messiah
would be to the hated Roman government what
Moses was to Egypt, what David was to the
Philistines.  And if this man could feed thousinds
with a few loaves and fishes, and quell a storm by
a frown, how long would it take him to send the
Roman legions fiying and erect Syria into an Isra-

| elite state? This was popular logie, and had al-

ready been so asserted as to trouble the Master.
Evidently the multitudes were not yet prepared
for Peter's great discove (4) Those who preach
the Gospel must exercise wisdom in presenting its-
truths. Neither were the apostles themselves quite
ready for the full proclamation. Transfiguration,
Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Pentecost were all
needed before even Peter really understood what
now from his heart he professed
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2. Must suffer, Not, however, by the mere | the temiptations that cver came even to our Lord
compulsion of circumstances, but by his own will, | himself was just this—to wiu the world and eseupo
He had previously given obscure intimations of his | the cross. It is a temptation that comes to very
passion and death (Matt, 10, 583 John 3. 4), but | moral being. In the argument here our Lord is
plain speaking waus now needed, Many things. descending to the sinner's selfish view,
Too many to enumerate, too puinful to speak of in | sense it is hardly conceivable for a man to guin the
detail. Elders and chief priests and scribes. whole world, but we will suppose that by denying
The Sanhedrin—the greut council of the Hebrew | to his spiritual life its rights one may provide
nation. 8o the greatest and best of men (in the one'’s self with every var of worldly grat
opinion of the disciples) would reject their Muster, | tion (1 John 2, 16); how terrible and loathsome
Be slain, and be raised. “Yes, I am the | does such gratification become to him who finds
Anointed One; but I can only enter my kingdom | that by it Le loses himself! Cast away, Ut
through the gates of death; but—death to me is | terly lost.
clernal life.”  No wonder these fishermen did not
at onee understand him !

23. He said to them all, Calling the
crowds to hear (Mark 5. 84), Wille Wishes ;
determines.  Come after me. To shure my
kingdom. Deny himself, Abdicate, so that
the divine will may reign alone. Seclf is Christ's
chiet vival.  Devotion to self is the essencee of all
sine * Let my follower do as [ do, und he will find
thut the Via Dolorosa reaches not merely from the

In one

For. Here is the third reason for tuking
up one’s cross.  Ashamed of me. * Of what |
am, what I say, and what I stand for.,” The
thought of u Messiah executed by law cut the dis-
ciples to the heart with unspeakable shame. And
to-duy the same ideals affeet men’s minds in the
sume way, - Christ’s teachings are attractive to the
natural heart up to the point where he d
self-sacrifice, but there the natural heart re
Let us not blame the old disciples for tendencies
that we may find in our own hearts if we carefully
exumine them.  Of him shall the Son of
be ashamed. The Judge of all men must in-
cvitably disown the seifish, case-loving soul who
Vith o great timber cross strapped on his back, | el s his portion in this life.  When he shall
md had thought with a shiver how soon that come in ownglory, Sce Mutt, 24 1Cor,
cross would bear that man to death ; but probably | 15 93 W hen the full revelation comes the char-
nobody yet understood these words as o prophetic | actor of Jesus will be seen as it really is—* alto-
allusion to the manner of Jesus's death. Follow gether lovely.,” In his Father’s, and of the
“Take me asx E mmple and Leader; view | holy angels. This sen.ence i rendered with
Matt. 20, 25). less awkwardness in the Revised Version,  Surely

Judgment Hall to Calvary, but to the skies,'
Tuke up his cross, |
listened had in other d

wbably every oue who

seen some poor white- |

fuecd wreteh stagger by, guarded by Romans, and

s Tdo” (Johu 4. 34
24. For. This word introduces the first reason | God

nd the angels form a * public opinion * of
for tuking up one’s eross, Whosoever will save far greater importance than
his life shall lose it. “Tjfe» here means | capth in Jesus's time, or any that prevails now.,
worldly. life as contrasted with spiritual life, | 27. There be some standing here which
“It" stands for life in the ampler sense (John | shall not taste of death. By an oriental fizurs
10. 10); spiritual life. Whosoever will lose death is often dépicted us a bitter cup pressed to
,M\ life for my suke, the Suine shall MVE.) e lips. The latest surviving apostles saw the
e oalixlose is an almost unconscious sucrifice, In- | i gdom of God in the establishment of Chris-
ed ax part of a work that absorbs all ,)”_" tianity upon the earth. This verse must ever be a
”“,”,'f“'m“ For Christ’s sake “to die is gain” l:nun:\ puzzle to those who do not recognize that
(45t 8), in our Lord's teachitg the end of the first ng
constant type of the end of the second. The king-
dom of God came, in deed and in truth, when the
lioly city was destroyed and the new spiritual
Jerusalem uprose from the flames of the old. The
256, For. This introduces the second reason | kingdom of God exists wherever devout souls look
Tor taking up one’s cross. What is a man ad- | upward : whenever, by the dissemination of Gos-
vantaged? What profit has he? If he gain | pel trath, any localizing of the worship of our
the Whole world. Probably the kecnest of all | Father in heaven becomes impossible,

any that prevailed on

*Though love repine and reason chafe,
There comes a voice without reply,
*Tis'man’s perditidh to be safe
When for the truth he onght to die."

CRITICAL NOTES.
BY PROFESSOR R. J. COOKE, D.D, .
The scene of the narrative deseribed in this lesson Libanus, near the sources of the Jordan.  Philip
Was near Cesarca Philippi (Matt, 16, 135 Mark 8. | the tetrarch named it Cresarea ; originally it was
27). . The village was situated at the foot of | called Banins (Greek, Puncas), in honor of Tiberius

e
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Ciesar,  Afterward it was known as Neronias, in
honor of Nero, It isnow a paltry confusion of in-
significant dwellings,

Verse 18. He asked them. A method
desus had of teaching.  He draws out and then fills
in. Truth is not to be mixed with error. 'Whom
say the people 2 In Matthew und Mark,  men.”
Our Lord knew that the thousands had formed
some opinion of him, us the millions at the present
day have, wnd he would throw what influence
porular belict or apinion had upon the diseiples,

19, The works und teachings of Jesus had evi-
dently awakened intense interest in Old Testament
prophecies concerning the Messinh, But sinee the
manner of Christ’s appearance did not correspond
to their materialistic interpretation ot the Messianic
passages, they concluded that he was John the
Baptist risen from the dead, the Messc nger, or,
what was the same idea, Elins, who should prepare
the way of the Royal Delivercr, the military
Messiah of Israel.

20. But whom say ye that I am? This
was of more importance than what the multitude
thought er said, These disciples had been admitted
to the closest intimacy with the Lord: they had
seen his miracles, heard his words, and had been
given an insight, not granted the people, of the real
character of their Master, They were to be his
witnes: to them would he commit the spread of
the kingdom of God, and it was necessary that they
should know the Christ, for without a conviction of
his Messianic character their mission would be a fuil-
ure, they would have nomission, Peter. .. said.
Peter had the gift of leadership. Unconscious of
any sense of presumption in taking the initiative,
for his perception of what ought to be done was
impelling and keen, he answers, voicing the belief
of ull the others. The Christ of God. In
Matthew itis of the living God. From the generally
held belief that Jesus was an extraordinary man,
the disciples gradually grew, under the influence of
the Spirit, into the belief that he was the Anointed
One, the foretold Messinh, But belief did not stop
there, The conviction developed within them thut
he was not only the Messiah nccording to Jewish
notions, but that he was the revelation of the living
God, however they might be able to define or ex-
plain their belief, if they ever tried to, He was the
Christ of, from, out of, God, and was therefore a
divine heing,

21. Tell no man, Among themselves they
might hold and discourse on their belief of him,
for they knew himn ; but the time had not yet come
for them to announce the fact of his Messiuhship or
of their belief in him to the public. Many things
are yet to he accomplished before the proofis are all
in, his sufferings, death, and glorious resurrection,
When these events shall have como to pass, and
when theapostles themselves are endued with power
that will give the declaration heavenly force, then,
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but not till then, will it be in harmony with the
will of God that the Messianity and di inity of
the Redeemer should be publicly and officiully
made known.  God has his own time for doing his
owan work.

22, Jesus forctells the events to come. 1t is not
at all likely that we have in this verse anything
more than a short summary of what he told the
disciples concerning his death and resurrcetion,
But he was to be rejected by the leaders of Isruel,
and that one word is full of mean Of the
closest kin o it is the word which signifies un ex-
amination of magistrates concerning their legal

ations for office.  This word means the re-

a candidate as disqualified.  The eharac-

ter and purpose of Jesus would not answer the

carthly conceptions of the Messiah fostered by the

elders of Israel.  But over against their Jection of

him he puts his resurrcetion.  Raised the third

day. Thus will he be demonstrated to be the

Messian, the Son of God, by the very power of
God in: raising him from the dead the third day,

23. Will come after me. That is, follow
me, and be with me in the same plane of life and
in his conquest over the world, Deny himself.
Cut loose from all earthly ambitions which have
for their end the gratification of the flesh and the
sensual enjoyment of worldly pomp und glory and
love of ease. Take up his cross. Those about
to be erncified carried the transverse beam of the
cross to the place of exceution.  Eaeh man must
take up his particular eross, whatever it may be,
and follow me. Where? To ench one's ow n
Golgotha, and, thank God! to ench one's own
Easter morning,

24. Will save his life. Whosoever will
make his life—its pleasure, its comfort, its glory—
the sole end und aim of hix efforts will eat the ap-
ples of 8Bodom. Selfishness is of the earth, and will
always betray its origin, and men will hate it and
scorn the self-secker, the automatic self-alve
the little petty tyrant, the unkind, unmerciful
provider of his own stomach and trampeter of his
own good deeds; and thus will he who sets his
life before him as the one thing in all this universe
to be taken care of lose it, and that forever, Lose
his life . . . save it. lle who abandons him-
self to the good of others, gives up his life for the
life of others, will gain his own life and all life.
Every door of love in the whole wide universe, in
this world and in all worlds, will be open to him.
Millions would die for Jesus Christ, but not one
sane man would lay down his life for Julius Cresar
or Napoleon,

25, The value of anything depends on what it
cun do. Al that the world has cannot equal man
himself nor satisfy him when he is himself.
Happiness is not in the world outside, but in the
worldinside. He who is happy will find the world
smiling; he who is unhappy will never see the
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roses for the thorns, Happiness lies, not in self-
ishness, but in living for others; and he who

traly lives for others lives for G d.

Analytical and Biblical Outline,

The Revelation of Christ,
I. A Ma~ or Praver,
He was alone praying. v, 18,
Solitary place
Offered up prayers,
A MesskN

Mark 1, 85,

Jesus s the Son of God, 1 John 5, 5,
Spoken unto us by his Son, Heb, 1. 2,
111 A Sox or May

The Son of man.,

le flesh. Joln 1. 14,
Of the seed of David, Rom, 1. 3,
IV. A SurrEriNG REpkemEn,
Must syffer many things, v,
Christ died for our sins,
Messiah be cut off.  Dun, 9, 26,
V. A Master or My,
Come after me. .. .deny himself. v,
Serve me, ,

The word was

follow me,  John 12, 24,
Every knee should bow., Phil. 2. 10,
VI. A Comine Kiva,
Shall come in his own glory. v. 26,
Same Jesus. . wll %o come,  Acts 1, 11,
Come, Lord Jesus, Rev. 99, ¢

22, 20,

Thoughts for Young People,
Christ’s Kingdom not of this World.

Lo Jesus is Christ, the only begotten Son of the |
Father. Men's thoughts of him do not decide his
hature or character, 1le was not John, nor Elijah,
nor Jeremiah, because some Jews chose to think he
Was.  And he is not the mere * Flower of Human-
ity,” as certain modern philosophers rank him,
In him dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily.

2. A man’s convictions may be all wrong, though
he is himaelf sincere. The fanaties who were hunt-
ing for Jesus's ife were many of them sincere. An
earnest man whose convictions are wrong is very
dangerous—hoth to himself and to those whom he

would teach,

B “hrist invites disciples under two conditions »
(1) taking up the eross, and (2) following him, The
firstis worthless without the second. Take up your
Crosa to save somebody, like Christ, or else it will
be aimless: and nimless eross-hearing is bad.  Self-
denial is the very first step to God. All sin and

sorrow may he traced to selfishness,

4. Neither the world nor Christianity has radi-
eally changed since Jesus sauntered along the road to
Casarea Philippi. Confossion of Christ will always
be necessary ; shame of Christ will always be pos-

sible,
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B It is nearly as difficult to understand the apirit-

| uality of Christ's kingdom in A, D, 18% as it was
D25, When, in Churel life,
the coming of the

we depend on
uew minister, or on some
*amendment to the constitution,” or on some
money, or on social prestige, or on better singing,
oranything other thun Christ’s spiritual power, we
are drifting toward the ideaot a temporal kingdom,
6. What are you iving in exchange for yous
soul? Orure you suving your life by losing it ¢

Lesson Word-Pictures,
BY REV. E. A, nAND,
Retired, restul spot! Jesus praying !
What secivity ! Whag e
of this seclusion ¢

1 disturb the serenity
It may be the twilight hour, th
sun gone down, the wind hushed, and little sturs
Just litting the soft uzure veils hiding them, und
shyly peeping out,

The Saviours prayer is over and he tulks witi
his disciples, He asks hem u question : * W)
suy the people that I g7
their hey

What will they say ?

His eyes searched

ts.

*“John the Buptist,” some one eries,

One sees in thought the herald coming from th
wilderness, litting up his trumpet voice and pro-
claiming the cowing of the Wonderful One,

Another voice speaks, * Eljas ! One sees the
old-time prophet now knecling on Carmel, then
running hefore Ahab's chariot, or hiding away off
by the brook of Clierith

Still again there are voices saying, “ One of the
old prophets is risen again ! As we look we see
Isaiah watching afar the coming of the Wonderful
One, Ezekiel dazzled by his fiery visions, Danicl
bending over the mystical numbers in his prophe-
cies,

Christ asks again, * But who say ye thai |
ami”

Hark !

Who will answer that question ?

Peter is reudy. You see him glancing up rever-
ently, speaking emphatically, “The Christ of

God !

Yes, the anointed of God !

Let them tell, though, no man. Precious secret,
even like a rare stone, let them earry it in the
secret box of their memories,

The Christ of God, the anointed with power from

on high!

I see heaven opening,
T hear angels singing Jjubilantly,
I seem to cateh the gentle stir of the Spirit's de-

#eent as he abides upon the Man of Galilee.

But what is Christ saying?
The Son of man must suffer many things! The

Son of man must be slain !

How great a change now in all things! This se-

D
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<cluded spot of prayer seemed suddenly invaded by
evil forces,  No more quiet shining of the stars,
but the storm-clouds hang a pall over them. The
wind goes wailing by, Already the tempest scems
to be beating down.  Everything chunges,

I see Jesus toiling under a eross going Caly
ward, T see him fainting and falling under his
painful load. 1 follow him to Calvary, where he
liungs upon its bloody tree. O cross of Jesus, how
imperative thy summons !

But hark again!

Jesus is saying his followers must bear their
What a great multitude swarms before our
cyes, even the followers of Jesus, and on the shoul-
An army all crogs
burdened.  Who saves his life will lose it, Jesus
says, and who loses it shail save it.

On one side there is

CTOSS,

lers of every one rests a cross !

saving, but, O, somehow it is all gone when death
comes,  On the other hand, there is a surrendering,
 giving, a losing all the time, and yet when death
comes, how great are the granary doors hiding the
treasured harvests,

And O, if the savings all
mass great us this world, what poverty sets in at
death ! ¢ Mine, mine, mine,” some one ix saying,

s he gathers and grabs and piles ap 3 and O, at

accumulate into a

leath he looks into an empty barn !

Aud what a solemmn, bewi.dering, awing
seene comes before our thoughts as Christ speaks
of the lust things !

Christ ¢
convoy from heaven, to north, to south, to cast, to

HOW

westy, o great royal retinue witnessed by each one
the earth! And O, what
~hame and confusion of face when the Son of mun,
in the midst of all the holy angels, turns away from

wshamed of

S8 on

thesoul ashamed of him and passes on to know and
reward the faithful disciple not ashamed of Jesus !
By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M, BINGHAM.

Verses 18-20 and 26, Confession of Christ. The
confession of John the Baptist was followed by the
Christ in the witness of God ut his
baptism.  This confession of Peter was followed
by the glorifying of Christ on the Mount of T'rans-

The connéétion between human con-
fession and the glorifying of God is very apparent.

glorifying o

e is the vine,

hearts,
We, his branches, bear the fruit.

All that is done
on carth to-day by Christ must be done by those
who confess him. His transfigurations still follow
Peter's confession.—.J, E. Tuttle.

Verse 20, *“ The Christ of God.” 1f Jesus
Christ were not the Son of God, we are guilty of
the worst «in, beeause the first commandment is,
““"Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” Look

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

gathering in, a hugging, a

ning in the midst of glorious angels, a |

By what men say of him he finds his way to other |
R The vine bears no fruit. |

[March 1.
at the millions of people who would be guilty ot
idolatry if Christ were not God in the flesh. What
are we to do with these texts ?

“Land my Father are one (John 10, 30).
“ Before Abraham was, Tam " (John 8. 58).
un the Son of God ™ (John 10, 36-38),
“Te that hath seen me hath seen the Father "
(John 14, 9),
** All things arc delivered unto me of my Father”
(Matt. 11, 27).— Moody.

I stood before Rubens’s famous

picture, “ Christ’s Descent from the Cross,” and 1

noticed that the lovely wwoman at the foot of the

cross was trying to hola the feet of her dead Master,
and the blood had flowed from the wounds over
her beautiful dress.  And the pierced, stained feet
rested on the soft fabrie which eovered hershoulder,

And then 1 thought of that verse, * That T may

know the power of his resurrection and the fellow-

ship of his sufferings,” The two things go to-

We must share the eross ift we would share

tion.  Rubens’s beautiful woman did not

1 erses

gether

rink from the cross and blood stain, and in her
face was the light of resurvection.— Margarit Bot-
tome,

Perse 24, Continually in theaffui
men are suerificing the present for the future, the
lesser good for the greater, It is not steange that
Christ luys this down as a law of his ki
The man who would be more thun an animal must
rifice it in order that

s of the world

lom,

deny his animal life, must

his business life or intellectual life may be saved.
So Christ asks us to give up the lesser world-life

that we nmy find the heavenly life, The world is
being saved by this sort of people,

ohn Patteson went out into the Pacifie islands
with a heart full of love. One day he saw upon
the dim horizon an island. He said, ** No one has
vet visited that island.” Tle went to the
island, and when his boat had barely touched the

ever

shore there was hurled at him a volley of spears,
| and he fell dead.  They took him back and fund

upon his body just five wounds. Through his death

that whole island was eonverted. And they say

now that up to this day, if' you want to move the

heart of that people where he'was murdered, just
| mention the ‘missionary with the five wounds.
Was there not one who came, the first missionary
to this world, who was sent back to heaven with
His five bleeding wounds upon his person 2—A. /.
Gordon.

a5

Verse 25, What shall we say of o man who is
going to another continent to spend his life, and
who yet builds houses for himself in this country,
and spends all his time heaping up treasure which
cannot be transported, and must soon make him a
bankrupt in a strange land ¢ Such are those who
make cvery preparation for this life, and none for
the next life.  Accumulated property is worth to a

dyingsoul as mueh as the weight of gold was worth
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to thut mun aboard th
his precious treasure in his arms and
W the vecan’s depths,

sinking ship, He ¢ usped

BY J. T, !lAB'l'NAOlL, Esq.

BY GEORGE W. PEASE, ESQ.

WHAT THINK YE

MY THOUGHT?

A MOMENTOUS REVELATION.

et SAVIOUR‘S
. AKE

“What is a man advantaged if he gain the whole
world, and . . . be cast away."

Freenan's Haxosook, Ver. 99:

145

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

BY J. 1. GRACEY, D.D,

When some said Christ was John the Baptist
and some Elias it was essentially the sume idea,
not of metempsy chosis, but among Jews of the fore-
runner of the Messiah, That Christ wus o great
personage was thus conceded. This is 50 thor-
oughly inbred into oriental ideas of grandeur and
great personages that, anticipating the coming of
the Messiuh, they supposed Jesus might be still
another forerunner of the Messiah. No grand man
ifestution would be complete without this, Jesus
| intimates that he himself is to come aguin with
| this pomp and eircumstance (verse 26).  When the

1 of Persin, Nazar-i-Din, traveled it was with
agreat retinne.  When en ronte to Europe through

his own domains he was accompunicd with 4,000
soldiers and 1,500 horses and mules The way was
made straight, bridges were repaired, streets cleaned
many walls rebuilt and whitened
shops were ornamented, thousands of street lamps
were put before residences, tr

and  pavey

mphal arches were
erccted, covered with flags,  The erown prinee,
the governor gencral, and other officiuls of Tabriz
’I'HH]»\ met
him and presented addresses and sang songs of

went four days’ march to meet hin

weleome, in accord with a beautiful custon ol
served sinee the days of Melehizede K, to go out
some distance to meet a coming guest,
Jesus is to come with sueh o retinue as carth has
not seen.  The rabbis had the thought that it was
| only some of the angels that were permitted to he
in the presence of Cod, und these with veiled
faces 5 the others not admitted were of varied
rank and degre

yund were commissioned to various
duties in the providential administration of the
divine government.  Those who w ere in the pres-
enee of

iod and before his thron had, however,
fportant commissions to the most holy men and
teachers and to leaders like Abrabam and Moses,
gels of ehildren were baby an-
gels, according to their notion,

The Jews had a tradition that at Messiah's com-
ing the prophets would rise from the dead. The
Moslems suid that Jesus w 48 to reappeur, and that
the place was one of the minarets of the great
mosque at Damaseus, which they eall the
of Jesus,

The ministering

Minaret
' But this famous mosque was burned
down October 14, 18¢
Christian ehureh (St

8. This mosque was once a
John’s).

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Bring together the fucts which form the conncet-
ing links between the last lesson and this. ... Note
the geographical surroundings of this lesson. Draw
a map showing the northward Jjourney of Jesus,
making little crosses at Decapolis (feeding the four
thousand), Dalmanutha (*“sign from heaven ")

—
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Bethsaida (blind man, “as trees walking "),
Cuesaren Philippi (Peter’s confession).  Describe
Cwsaren Philippi, **the loveliest spot in the Holy
Land ;" u splendid pagan city embowered in
groves, built to order for u whimsical despot thirty -
ears before this ; every house new, its marble

to idols and herces rivaling in magnifi-

cence God's temple at Jerusalem, .., Jesus was now
an outlaw, flying to heuthendom for protection
from: fanatical worshipers of the true God.  Ascer-
tain preciscly why and from whom he fled. . . .Show
what a wonderful confusion of ideas the disciples
must have had at first,
life ona buttlefield they were promised crucifixion ;
insteud of their Leader's coronation in Jerusalem,
the * kingdom coming with power” in * the glory
of the Father, with the holy angels;” and what
possible meaning could they attach to the * rejee-
tion of the clders ” and the * rising again 2’ But
now they had their first clear insight into the
~pirituality of Christ’s kingdom An Outline:
1. Fulse estimates of Jesus, 11, His Messiahship
directly declared. TI1. An unexpeeted revelation
concerning Messiahship. 1V, The servant must
be as the Master, V. The permanent importance
of the kingdom of ( VI. The dawn of the new
kingdom. VIIL The Transfiguration, to which the
revelation of this lesson was a direet introduc-

AL D. 29.)
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Instead of gaullant risk of

LESSON X. TRUE LOVE TO ONE’S NEIGHBOR.

[March 8.

-+Auother Outline: Draw out the aspoct of

our us here presented : (1) His kingliness;

(2) His foreknowledge; (3) Ilis self-sucrifice ; (4)

His fidelity.... A Third Outline: I. Zhe Require-

ments of Discipleship. (1) Futh in Christ; (2)

Confession of Christ; (8) Obedience to Christ;

(4) Bearing the cross for Christ; (5) Renunciation

of the world. Il Zhe Rewads of Discipleship.

(1) Fellowship with Jesus; (2) Salvation ; (3)
Honor; (4) Eternal life.

OPTIONAL MYMNS,

No. 1.

Take my life,

1 will sing for Jesus,
Just a word for Jesus

[ love to sing the story.
Stand up for Jesus.

No. 2,
Lord! in the morning.
Sweet is the work, O Lord !
There is a name I love to hear.
Of him who did sulvation bring.
Lift up the Gospel banner.

[March 8.

GOLDEN TEXT. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind ; and

thy neighbor as thyself,

Autiiorized Version,
Luke 10. 25-37, [ Commit to memory verses
|

[Read Luke

25 And behold, a ee
tempted him, saying,
inherit eternal life ¢

26 He suid unto him, What is written in the law ?

est thou ?

27 And he answering said, Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with ull thy heart, und with all thy
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy
mind : and thy neighbor us thysclf,

2, and 10, 1-42.]
awyer stood up, and
laster, what shall 1 do to

28 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered | 8

ht: this de and thou shalt live,

9 But he, willing to Jjustify Vimself, said unto !

us, And who is my neighbor !

30 And Je'sus answering suid, A certain man
went down from Je-ru'sa-lem to Jer'i-eho, and fell
among thieves, which stripped him ot his raiment,
:I ull\\ ounded Aim, and departed, leaving Aim halt
dead.

And by chance there came down a certain
priest that way ; and when he saw him, he pussed
by on the other side.

And likewise a Le'vite, when he was at the

, came and looked on Aim, and passed by on

ler side,

But a certain Sa-mar'i-tan, as he Jjourneyed,

25 And behold, a certain law)

Luke 10, 27
Revised Version.

stood up and
tempted him, saying, Muster, what shall 1 do
6 to inherit eternal life?  And he said unto him,
What is written in the law ? how readest thou ¢
27 And he answering said, Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with
all thy mind; and thy neighbor us thyself.
And he said unto him, Thou hast answered
right : this do, and thou shalt live. But he,
desiring to justify himself, said unto Je'sus,
And who is my neighbor? Je'sus made an-
swer and said, A certain man was going
down from Je-ru'sa-lem to Jer'i-cho; and
he fell among robbers, which both stripped
him and beat him, and departed, leaving him
half dead.  And by chance a certain priest was
going down that way : and when he saw him,
he pussed by on the other side. And in like
manner a Le'vite also, when he eame to the
place, and saw him, pussed by on the other
3 side. But a certain Sa-mar'i-tan, as he jour-
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cume where Le was ; and when he saw hiy
compassion on him,
34 And went to kim, an
ouring in oil and wine,
{:\uut. und brought him t
of him,

35 And on the morrow when he
took out two pence, and gave them to
suid unto him, Tuke care of him:
thou spendest more, wher
puy thee,

36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was
neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves ¢
37 And he said, Ie that show

Then said Je'sus unto him, Go,
wise, .

d bound up his wounds,
and set him on his own
0 un inn, and took care

departed, he
the host, and
and whatsoever
1 1 come again, 1 will re-

ed merey on him,
and do thou like-

'l'lMl‘I.vl‘mhulrL\‘ November, A,
PLACE.—Probably some

village in Perea, on
the east of the river Jordun,

HOME READIN
True 1

M. Luke 10,

Zu. Sumaritans despised. John 4, 1-9,
W. The law to Isracl, Ley
7%, "The royal law, Janies
¥

&

19, 9-18,
1-9,

Divine compassion, Matt. 5. 38-48,
Overcome with good, Rom. 12, 9-21,
S. Love, the chief. 1 Cor., 13,

LESSON mymys,

No. 168, New Canadian Hymnal,

There is work to do for Jesus,

No. 184, New Canadian Hymna).

There are lonely hearts to cherish,

No. 163, New Canadian Hymnal.
Rescue the perishing.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS, |

1. The Law of Love, v.
What messeng,
(Verses 1-16,)

-28,

ers did Jesus send out, and where ?

25

|t
|

What report

did these bring back ?
20.)

(Verses 17-
What thanksgiving did Jesus utter? (Ve
What blessing did he pronounce ?

24.)

Who sought to test
What question did ¢
What two questions did Jesus ask ?

What was the lawyer's reply? (Gorpey Tgxr.)
From what books did he quote ?

What was Jesus's commandment ?

What says Paul about love and law ?
10,)

rse 21.)
(Verses 23,

Jesus’s wisdom ?
he lawyer usk ¢

(Rom, 13,
|
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n, he had

). 20. | 2. The Life

aration and unites e
of ruce, part)
| keep real Chri

Where in this

he

does it teach us ?
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and when he suw
was moved with compassion, and eanse
to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring on

them oil and w ine; and he set him on Lis own

beast, and brought him to an inn, and took cure
35 of hitn,  And on the morrow he took out two
pence, and gave them to the host
Take care of him

neyed, came where he wa
34 him, he

y and said,
i and whatsoever thou spend-
st more, I, when I come back again, will repay
36 thee.  Which of these three, thinkest thou,
proved neighbor unto him that fell among the
37 robbers? And he said, He that showed meray
on him. And Je'sus faid unto him, Go, and
do thou likewis

e ————
of Love, v g
What further question did the lawye:
Why did he ask this question ?

OF what journey did Jesus tell ¢
What misfortune befell the traveler?
Who was the first P

do?

roask ?

asser-by, and what did he

Who next came, and what
What say
Who then

did he do?
John of such conduct ? | 1John 3
suw the wounded man ?

T)

What was the relation of Je
(John 4. 9,)

What did this 8

What happenec

What did Jesus

What

W

WS to Samarituns ¢

amaritan do for the sufferer ¢

1 the next day ¢
ask the lawyer ¢
reply was made ?

command was then given ?

is Paul’s rule about helping

{ others ¢ (Gal,
6. 10.)
Practical Teachings,

How does this lesson show—

L. That Christ was
were asked ?
That need is neighborhood ;
ghbor who most nee.

not impatient when questions

he is my nearest
5 my help?
3. That the love of Christ effyces

all lines of sep-
"0 in sympathy ¢ Ditferences
wealth, social cluss, or color never
tans away from those

who need
hem.

lesson are we taught—
1. Waio is our neighbor ¢
2. What we owe to onr neigl

hbor ?
3. What we owe to God ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE

SCHOLARS,

+ Verses 2528,

25. What was the lawyer’s business ?
*tempt " Jesus ¢
27. What passage did the

How did
lawyer quote 7 What

29, How may we livea perfect life?

D
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2. Verses 2037, |
20. To a Jew what was meant by the word {
neighbor ¢ l
80. Why was this road then haunted by thieves ? ‘
31. What may have led the priest to pass by the |
wounded man ?
32, What were the daties of a Levite ! How did |
he show his selfishness ¢ [
33. Was it strange that a Samari
the man?
34, How did the Samaritan show his pity ¢
36. What wax Christ’s answer to the question,
“Who is my neighbor "
37. What did Jesus tell the lawyer to do ?

Teachings of the Lesson.

The Seripture will dircet us on the greatest ques-
tions,  God claims and deserves our best love, 17
we love God we will love his ereatures, We are
neighbors 1o all men,  Our sympathy should be
practical.  The final test will not be what we have
believed or professed, but what we have done,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Where was Jesus teaching now ¢
Who came to him with questions ?
Did he really want to be tuught ¢

EXPLANATORY AND

Why wus he called o lawyer! Because he
taught the law of Moses.

What did he ask Jesus first ?

How did Jesus answer him ¢

What did he ask next?

What did he hope Jesus would do t

What did Jesus do instead ¢

Where did a man go one day ?

What happened on the way ¢

Who came along that way ?

What did he do?

Did he owe a duty 1o the wounded man ?

Who came by next ¢

What is a Levite !

Had he a duty to perform ¥

What did he do?

Who came by after this ¢

What is a Samaritan ¢

How did he treat the poor man ¢

Which one acted like a neighbor?

Which one behaved as Christ would have done ¢

Something to Remember—
That my neighbor is the one whom 1 can help.
That to give pleases Jesus, it we do it for his

t the way to heaven is by the old, safe way

| of love.

PRACTICAL NOTES.

General Statement.

This chapter and the eight immediately following it ¢ i
. We have only o vague outline of Christ’s teachin
crown offered him by the enthusiastic Galileans, and retired

chronology of which eannot be satis
from the eveatful hour when he refused ti

for a scason from publie life to mstruet his disciples in the deep thin
"ubernacles he went to Jerusalem, where he probably remained till after the Feast of the Ded-

Feast of the

ication, when he was mobbed and fled from the capital to Perea—that
he spent the greater part of the last year of his life
:ws of God's love for us and our duty to love our fellow-men were spoken there. In

one of the Perean villages, probubly, this parable was spokein, perhaps in November, A, D. 20, near the

give broadest v

1 4 record of teachings and events the

s of God,  On the approach of the

gion * beyond Jordun ' where
Nearly all that wonderful series of parables which

close of the third year of our Lord's publie ministry, and about five months before the crucifixion. A

man le;

rned in the written and traditional laws, and possessing a deeper penetration than most of' his

order, offered to dispute with Jesus, and asked the old question, how immortality might be won, Christ

asked the lawyer for his own theory,

He responded with the theory, love to God and his neighbor,

which Jesus himself had declared embodied all the commandments. Do this,” said Christ, * and thou
shalt live illintent upon discussion, the lawyer asked, * But who is my neighbor, that I may love

him ?

" The great Teacher gave no direct answer, but told the story of a traveler waylaid by robbers,
K g ') Y y y

neglected by the people of his own'religion, and succored by an alien : and then bade the questioner fol-
low that alien’s example, and count us his neighbor every needy man he met, This parable is the most
effectual rebuke ever administered to the system of caste. Its teaching is far in advanee of the general

practice of our own times,

Verse 25. Lawyer. Not a barrister, but a
professional teucher of the Mosaic law and the rab-
binical comments, which had grown to be more ex-
tensive than the law itself. * Differing little from
the seribe.”—Farrar. Tempted him. * Put
himto the proof.” Invited himto ** a keen encoun-
ter of wits and professional knowledge.”— Whedon.

| Master. Teacher ; this old use of the word sur-
vives in our modern ‘‘schoolmaster.” What
shall I do. e was not a needy soul strug-
gling for salvation, but a theological controver-
sialist eager to air his learning. To inherit
eternal life. He assumes at the outset that more
than mere descent from Abraham is needed.
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(1) The deeper hunger of the human soul is for im- | “We agree on the

mortality,

26. What is written. Instead of giving de-
tailed precepts, Jesus sends him buck to the law of
which he wus a “ professor,” (?) God's word con-
tains an answer to cvery question of the soul. How
readest thou ? Tl lawyer expected Jesus to
cite texts, but is now constrained himselt to give
them. (3) How we read is of more importance than
what we read. Ten Persous iuay read the same
book, und no two of them iy bring out of it she
sume results,

obligation of neighhorlinesa,
but to whom i it due—to kinsmen, or townsmen,
or tribesmen, or to all Hebrews " Sueh u ques-
tion eould only be asked by amun who wanted to
know who wus not his neighbor,

30. Jesus answering, Literally, *desus,
taking him up,” tells astory. A certain man,
A Jew, of course.  Went down, The Jjourncy is
a continuous descent (three thousand three hundred
feet in eighteen miles) through the wildest of ry-
‘vines, in ull uges huunted by robbers, It was called

the Bloody Way, Jericho, A Very ancient city,
27. He answering said. Christ |yl given | Just before Ciirist’s day it had been adorned by

the same *ummary on another occasion, |t is found King Herod, and it was at this time a ehief place
in Deut. 6. 5310, 125 and Lev. 19, 18, und o Copy of | of residence of the Jewish priests. Thieves. High-
it w ascommonly carried about in the Phylucteries. | waymen, Modern civilization has largely got rid
It udds to the draniatic strength of this passage to | of such robbers as these ; bhut (8) There are men
recall that this lawyer probubly wore ut this very | who plunder in business and under forms of luw,
moment one of these phylacterics on his brow, with | whe are a8 guilty in God's sight as were these, "The

|
his answer written inside it, and Jesus probubly | discharge of hundreds of luborers who hud been
wore one at prayers. Thou shalt love the | employed i rrlvuiltlill,-.'lllvlr!nplvyl'unﬂy increase
Lord. Ouly the Hebrews and the Egyptians, of | ) number of highwaymen in our Lord’s time.

ull untiquity, taught that God desired the love of
his worshipers, Love involves communion, fel-
ln\\»hi]n; it embraces every other benign
He who loves God loves l the
God—power, w isdom, me

ipped him. Tgok )i« horse (or donkey)
money, and raiment, und tried to tuke his life,
flection, | Half dead. Unable to help himwelf.  Yet witn
characteristics of | a chance for life, if ussisted,

¥yholiness.  Love of gl 31. By chance. The Greek wond
the divine attributes, in theip proper relations, pr * coincidence.” There is no »
duces in a man symmetrical * godly

uch thing as chunee.
churucte (7) What aprears to be chance is really providence
And thus love is the fulfilling of the luw. With | Zalf-reveated. (3) Human character iy best revealed
all thy heart., S the old psalmist had prayed, | by “chances,” A certain priest, Going back
* Unite my heart to fear thy name.”  Let God be | from his fortnight of seryiee in the temple ; kind
the first and unchanging choice of oup affections, | heurtedness might surely be expected of
Withall thy soul. With all of your will power | Twelve thousund priests und Le

him,

vites are suid to
and in.lividuu]ivy of character. With all thy ‘ have resided in Jericho Saw him., (1) Every
strength., With the utmost intensity, With | man is respousible for every wrong ke sees and con
all thy mind, Intelligently ; let your love be the | remedy. Passed by. No doubt he had a thoy
tribute of reason as well as o holy passion.  But in | sund excuses for doing 0. Om the other side.
action no man ean well distinguish between heart, | I1is delicate nerves could not bear to look on such
mind, and wil, Thy neighbor as thyself. | sufferine. Ther
When men love their neighbors 1s themselves thy | him, tarn aw
Golden Rule will stand instend  of jails, police,
Juries, judges, and lnw, and the millennium will
have dawned,

are many nowadays who, lik
ay from the eases of need they do not

intend to relieve, They keep away fom the sick

and poor, and even stuy from chureh on collection
| days,

28. Thou hast answered right. Jesus roe 32, Levite. A servitor of the law, in a posi-
ognizes and commends whatever he finds worthy, | tion not quite o honorable us that of the priest,
even in an enemy, This do. A personal appli- [ Came and looked. He doubtlesy dropped o
cation.  (4) Our Lord's words are alwans addyessed sentimental tear, but no pennics,  (10) Zrue sym-
to the Sudividval, and are definite in their divee- pathy spends itself not in feeling, but in action, Ie
tions. (5) Few men act up to their theovies,  And so may have said, * That truly good man, the pri sty
the debate seemed to end, the disputants agreeing. | did not feel bound to help him, and of course it is
One may imagine the disappointment of the notmy duty.”  But if a better man than you neg-
listeners ; but the lawyer resunies his questioning. | lect g duty, there is all the

29. Willing, Desiring, determining To | doit,
Justify himself. T, « maintain his ground many.
to redeem his reputation by getting the better of 33. A certain Samaritan, Ay lien Ly
his antagonist, He did not like our Lord’s shifting race and a heretic by religion, under the ¢irse of
of the question from intellect to practice.  Abstract every righteous Jew, IMe wys sprung from the
questions were more to his taste than direct appli- | heathen who inhabited middle Palostine after the
cations of truth, Whe is my neighbor? captivity of the Ten Trihes, They had established

_;

more reason for yon to
(11) False hun ility is a stmbling-block to

means
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a temple on Mount Gerizim, in which they wor-
shiped God with scmiheathen rites. (12) Zhere
may be true saints in afalse Church, and true faith
hased on a defective ereed. Suw him, It was not
any pleasanter task for the Bamaritan to wash away
the blood and bind up the wounds than it would
have been for the priest. Had compassion.
His ereed was imperfoct, but Lis heart was tender,
We must not suppose that all priests and Levites
were cold-hearted, or that all Samaritans were
generous.  Josus had recently experienced most
unkind treatmont in Samaria. Tho extreme case
is employed to make the lesson more impress-
e,

34. Oil and wine. Tho ancient remedy for
flesh wounds. *“Oil" came to be used as a generic
term, much as we use the word “medicine” to-
day (sec James 5. 14). His own beast. Our
Lord’s hearers would pioture all three travelers,
almost as a matter of course, as mounted on donkeys.
Brought him to an inn. As he did #o his
heart must have thumped, for at any minute those
robbers might return. Thig was probably not an
oriental khan, a mere inclosure by the wayside,
where the traveler must provide and prepare his
own food. Roman “manners and customs” had

been measurably introduced into Palestine, and with

them, probably, “inns” (taverns) and * hosts"
(landlords). Took care of him. Better than
all money was this kind personul attention,

35. When he departed. Business duties
and benevolent purposes were charmingly inter-
twined in this man, ro pence. The average
pay of o luborer for two duys—cnough for a nical
for a dozen men (sce Murk 6. 37). When I come
again. le speaksas if he was a customer, I will
repay thee. If the good Sumaritan had not
been in the habit of promptly paying his debts,
this *certain man” might now have had a hard
time, (13) Every virtue makes the practice of every
other virtue easier.

38. Which . . . thinkest thou. Jesus
leads the lawyer directly to a consciousness of his
own duties. (14) Z%he Gospel was given not as a
series of specific precepts for cases of conscicnce, but to
establish fundamental principles by which conscien-
tious men are to direct themselves. Was neighe
bor. Was neighborly. Never mind who is your
neighbor ; find out whose neighbor you are.

37. He that showed mercy. The lawyer
is too haughty to name the despised Sumaritan.
Go, and do. Stop debating ubout the limits of
your duty, the best methods, andso on, Whoever
needs your help is your neighbor ; help him.

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 25. A oertain lawyer. An inter-
preter and teacher of the Mosuio law ; otherwise a
teacher of the law, or a scribe. What shall I
do. This same question wus afterward put to
the Lord by a ruler (Luke 18, 18) who had great
riches. The divine Teacher varies his answers to
the needs of his questioners, and the answer in
thix lesson is appropriate te a lawyer.

26, In the law. Thus the lawyer is referred
to the law, which he is supposed to understand.
How readest thou? Tho refrrence probably
was to the schema, read morning and evening, in
which the passage quoted by the lawyer was in-
cluded.

28. The Master puts his approval on the inter-
pretation given by the scribes, and, quoting from

Lev. 18. 5, putting emphasis on the word * this,” |

he intimates that his interlocutor had not kept the
law.

29. Willing to jastify himself. Desirous
of ** vindicating " himself from the implied chiree
that he failed to keep the law he taught, he wanted
to argue the matter, to enter into a minute analysis
of the ethies involved. The whole question, then,
in the mind of the lawyer turned on the definition
of “ neighbor ;" hence the question, Who is my
neighbor? The Jews limited the meaning of
the word to one of their own nation. But Jesus
widens, in his unexpected answer, the signifiea-

tion of that word till it reaches beyond the cir-

cumference of Judaism and embraces strangers,
foreigners of every land, our fellow-creatures with-
out regard to relation, religion, or political insti-
tutions. * I am aman,” said the heathen Terence,
“und nothing human is foreign to me.”

30, Jesus answering, Taking him up; ina
sense, interrupting him in his attempted self-jus-
tification, and showing him by an illustration that
he had not kept the law ; for the law was a state-
ment of the divine law of love, without regard to
the olject of that love. From Jerusalem. The
character that our Lord brings forward was a
Jew, living in Jerusalem. To Jericho. About
ninetecen miles from Jerusalem. The road was
noted as dangerous, being infested with robbers,

31. And by chance. By coincidencethese wero
going in the rame direction. A « . « priest.
Jericho was the cily of priests, and, true to life, the
great Tencher introduces a priest going down from
the holy city to Jericho. Such a character would
be likely to help a mon in distress, and espeeinlly
aJew. But he pnssed by on the other side.
Went over against him on the other side of the
rond. This act was contrary to the law, for, ac-
cording to Deut, 22. 4, not even a beast was to be
left in such a condition,

32, Came and looked. The priest gave the
wounded man a glance and avoided him. The
Levite did a little better—he came and looked at
him. The first instinctively withdrew. His self-
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Id not permit him to suffer any shock
to his delicate refinement through sympathy with
wretehed misery,  The second counted the cost,
and his sclfishness tightened the strings of his
purse and soulat the sume moment, and self-deniul
wus no part of his creed, These two have their
counterpart among us all to-day,
symputhy in our nerves than in our hearts when
over-refinement, through excessive wsthetie eul-
ture, maukes us cullous to scenes of wretchedness
and woe.  And we are just us meanly selfish when
our own cuse and comfort shut the doors of help
on the helpless around us.

33, Sumaritan, The wounded man was a
Jew. Jews passed him by, but one whom they
despised showed more nobility of character than
they did. Had compassion. Literally, was
moved with pity,  The man had a tender heart ;
and it is something to know that Jesus, who, it
has been beautifully said, raised an altar to pity in
every believer's heart, glorified in this glowing
parable the sentiment of pity which, like Christ
himself, has scarcely had a place in this world to
luy its head.

34. Bound up his wounds, In the original
*“bound up " is a surgical term, and signifies to ap-
ply bunduges 8o as to close an open wound. The
impression would be thut the Samaritan tore his
garments to make the bandages, for it is not to be
supposcd that he had such things with him, In
addition, and in opposition to the caleulating self-
ishness of the Levite, he pours into the wounds
two costly remedies: oily to allay pain ; wine, to
stanch the blood. On his own beast. Tie
good Sumaritan’s. Note how minute is the de-
seription in cvery partieular. The care of the
Samaritan for the wounded Jew does not ceuse
when he gets him to the inn,

35. Two pence. From his girdle he took
out what would be the wazes of a laborer for two
days (Matt. 20. 2), and thus provided in advance
for the man’s necds,

ishness wou
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Analytical and Biblical Outline.
The Law of Love.

I. A Love ¥or Gon's Law.
How readest thou? v, 26,
Delight in the law. Psalm 1. 2.
Within my heart.  Psalmn 40, 8,
| 1L A Love vor Gon,
Love the Lord thy God. v. oF.
Because he hath heard.  Psalm 116, 1.
Sct his love upon me.  Psalm 91, 14,
| L. A Love vor Max,

Thy neighbor as thyself. v.
Love one another, Rom. 13, 8,
Whatsoever ye would, Matt. 7. 12,

IV. A Syaeammizine Love,

Had compassion on him, v.
Unto one of the least. Matt.
Who loved me. Gal. 2.

V. A Heverer Love,

Bound up his wounds. v. 34,

To visit the futherless. James 1. 27,
Bread to the hungry, Isa. 5. 7.
VI A Skur-1 NG Lov

Zook out two pence, v.
The grace of our Lord.
More blessed to give.

VIL A Usiversar Lov.

A certain Samaritan, v. 33,

Neither Jew nor Greek. Gal, 3. 28,
Other sheep I have.  John 10, 16,

or
a.

an
33.

25
25.

34-40.

2 Cor. 8, 9,
Acts 20, 35.

Thoughts for Young People.
Who is my Neighbor 2

36. Which now of these three. Tie Lord |
appeals to the inborn sense of rightness in the luw- |

ser's heart,

37. He that showed mercy on him. That |
was going a long way around to spell the word

“Samaritan.”  The lawyer'a prejudice and pride
and lack of the true spirit of human kindness
would not allow him to name the Samaritan, and
hie thereby proved that he had not kept and was
not then keeping the law of love. Go, and do.
The command was not for this seribe only, but for
all men in all lands, through all time; for what
was right in principle in this parable is eternally
rightand is binding on all.  The world now needs
no more information—it has knowledge enough,
If it will practice what it knows until what it
knows is exhausted there will be fewer wounded
and helpless ones on life’s highways,

The lawyer did not reccive a direct answer, for
Jesus proposed to show him that he could answer
his own question,  Who are our neighbors? They
are:

Ve Our neavest and dearvest friends. We owe the
largest debt of love to our father and mother,
brothers and sisters, But, alas! the Pucifie Ocean
is not wider thun the wunt of symputhy that often
sepurates humun hearts which God meant to come
together in Joving contiguity. God holds us ne-
countable for our neighbors when they live in our
house, and have our blood in thei

2. Our daily associates, )
burrier in the way of Christiun Liclpfulness, It
might be easier to preach a sermon to the king of
Dahomey than totalk about Jesus to her who lives
Jjust the other side of lath-and-plaster partition.
And especially where our heart’s best love is
lavished, or where sudden aceident or disgrace has
complicated social relations, it is difficult to show
spiritual solicitude. But neither geography nor
love nor social downfall limits *¢ neighborhood,”

3o Our “betters.” 1t is casy to ‘* patronize,”
easy to help our inferiors, but we owe the holiest
duties of neighborhood to those socially higher,

D ——
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more learned, richer, older, perhaps morally better
than ourselves. Some pray for the * unconverted”
and for the ** heathen™ who never pray for their
employers and teachers,

The outcast. Worldly benevolence says: We
are willing to help the man who tries to help him-
self; let the drunkard abstain, und we will secure
him a situation 3 let the outeast reform, und some-
thing may be done for him, But Christ came to
seek and to save that which was lost ; and to those
fur gone from righteousness our deeds of kindliness
and Christly neighborhood are owing.  The worst
wreteh in the vilest slum is not harder for us to

reach than was the * certain man ™ of this purable |

by the Samaritan,

5. Eeerybody else.  For there is nobody in all
this world beyond the yearning sympathy of God
and beeause our eall is to be Godlike, because God
manifested himself in the flesh to become our
madel, we should hold ourselves ready to help and
to bless every human being whose necessities we
know. Need is neighborhood. There ure no
boundary lines of Church, ereed, condition, or
country on the maps of God.

Lesson Word-Pictures,

There is a great stir in the home of a Samaritan
one morning. e is to tuke a long journey soon
into Judea. The donkey must be fed and watered
and brought around to the door. To get the
donkey's master ready is a longer operation,
There is a flutter all over the house. The good
wife thinks of everything, and has just been pack-
ing some oil and wine for the journey. Who can
tell?  Amony the varied uses for these mizht pos-

sibly be one in some accident to a brother Samari- |

tan in that L of the Jews, notany too fumous for
looking after Samuritans,  Her husband, too, is fly-
ing about. Ile has just put some extra moncy
into the pouch in his girdle. There is no telling,
he may need ity orsome needy neighbor might be
picked up among the Jews, and a little money-help
would do this Samaritan neighbor ghod, Every-
thing is ready, and the donkey, too, at the door is
ready, a stout, kindly beast, with a hide thick
enough to stand any pelting from Jewish stones on
the journey.

Tough pluces on the road to be taken !

But good-bye, wife! Good-bye, children !

It is not a pleasant business, this journeying from
home, but the sooner the journey is begun, the
sooner it will be over and the good man will Le
buck among friends and neighbors,

For a while it ix not an eventful jonrney. The
roads are none of the best, generally poor. The
people in Judea have not improved their manners,
but the Sumaritan is used to getting the cold
shoulder, and ere long he will be back wnong

his old neighbors.  He certainly will not find
the latter on the famous old Jericho road. An
ugly way! The wind moans and wails here.  How
rocky it is, and hiding places for robbers are thick
enough! What if one should come around that
rocky bend in the voud ahead?  And, ab, here
comes one now !

No, it is a priest from Jerusulem, Why that
twist to his face? He looks ugly. e has scen
something he plainly does not like and crosses to
the other side of the roud. But here is u bandit
surely, for there is a still uglier twist to his features,
No, only a Levite, but he, too, hus seen something
he does not like and he goes over to the other side,
After a while the Samaritan appeurs, riding rather
nervously along, remembering thut this is the
Jericho road, and what is thut confused heap he
notices over at the roadside? Not a human
body ¢ Yes, nuked and bloody too! Why, there
is somebody who has been robbed ! Robbers close
ut hand ! Ride on and tell the next Roman garri-
son! No,no! * But what if it were a Jew,” is
the whisper in the Samritan’s cart * Poor fel-
low ! 7" is the Samaritun’s answer, It is somebody
who is down, sadly down, aud he must be tuken
up.

Whoa, donkey !

The Samaritan alights,

Ie stoops down to the man.

Poor fellow! He looks like a Jew, but no
matter.

The Samaritan lifts the bruised, bleeding head
and makes a pillow for it in his lap. e wipes
away the blood. e soothes and quicts the unfor-
tunate Jew.  And where are the Samaritan oil and
the Samaritun wine?

In the old-fashioned way, yet ever friendly and
tender, the Samaritan cleanses the wounds, he
dresses them, he binds them up carefully.

Now, donkey, this way !

You never got so near a Jew hefore, but eome
close up—there ! On the broad buek of the stout
donkey from Samaria rides the half-murdered Jew.
Gently, gently, donkey! Give this Jew special
eare ! There is an inn somewhere, and the donkey
halts not till it is reached. There the Samaritan
cares tenderly for his brother man, and as the
latter is in no condition to be moved the next day,
the Samaritan pulls out of his girdle some of’ those
pennies packed there for an emergeney.

He says to the man looking after the inn,
“Take eare of him 3 and whatsoever thou ~|\cmlc«t
more, when T comeagain, T will repay thee!”

Then the Samaritan rides off,

Gone—and forever from our sight ¢

No! Hestills lingers, look< eheeringly out of
the artist’s canvas, brightens the eathedral's grand
windows, and to humanity gives the beautiful type
of a neighbor,
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By Way of Illustration

Verses 25-29. Love is a sweet word to
hard

finely

pro-
The parable
the practical bent of Jesus's
No dreumer was he. In all his te:
he stood with both feet on the eurth,

suaded men to rise by g

nounee, but word to live,
illustrates

mined,

hing
e per-
When he saw
his diseiples serambling for first places he reminded

oing down,

thet that it any one of them wished to be chief,
he must become the servant of ull.  In the surver
chamber, in the rare and poctie atmosphere of
that lust xad night, he was so prosaie us to tuke a

conmon by

sin and a common towel and wash the

and when he
had finished he told them that if he had
like this, they ought to do it too.

commen feet of twelve common men

done work

When men came to him for light, he amuzed

them by pointing out neglected duties lying on the |
carth. The lawyer is eager to quibble over the
meaning of a word, and Jesus puints him the
pieture of a man bending over a man who is down,
Quibbling over words is important
some, but to Jesus the supreme |
putting one’s arms unc

—C. E. Jefferson,

business to

wusiness of life is

ler the men that are down.

FVerse 37, When a man's house is on fire we do
not bid him repeat the Apostles’ Creed before we
begin to help him extinguish the flames: and it
scews the paltriest of all proceedings to restrict our
benevolence to uny eluss of rel

sts.  The great

thing we have to do in a case of suffering is to re-

lieve it; and it is not without the deepest sugges-

tiveness that the relief here was given by a man
belonging to ascet which Christ himself on another
wion declared to be clearly in the wrong, So
that we infer that heterodoxy showing love is a
better thing than orthodoxy manifesting indiffer-
ence.—Dr. W, M. Taylor,

No more beautiful tribute was ever paid to a
human being than that to Sir Bartle Frere by his
wife. Onee upon going to the railroad station to
mect her husband, she took with hera servant who
had never seen him, * You must go and look for
Sir Bartle,” she ordered,

“ But,” answered the nonplused servant, ** how
shall T know him ?”

0O, gaid Lady Frere, *look for a tall gentle-
man helping somebody,”

f

The deseription was sufficient. Tle went and
found 8ir Burtle Frere helping an old lady out of
the railway earriage, and knew him at once,— 7%e
Hessage.

References.
Frepman.  Ver, 20: Neighbors, 769, Vers.
31, Beasts to be helped, 128, Ver. 34: Use of

oil and wine, 770; the inn, 751,
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Blackboard,

THe GReatesT Of
—ALL THE —
COMMANDMENT

THOU SHALT LOVE
THE LORD. [ THY NEIGHBOR.

TRUE LOVE SHOWN BY DEEDS.

ETERNAL LIFE
oD's
IFT
TO ALL WHO KEEP THIS LAW.

" Love is the fulfilling of the law,"

PREACHING vs. PRACTICING.
PRIEST "

LEVITE SAMARITAN
PREACHED | PRACTICED
RELIGION.

ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS.

"If ye love me keep my commandments.'

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

A certain lawyer,” mentioned as caviling with
Jesus, is not an attorney, pleader, or barrister,
conducting the cause of a elient through the courts,
but one of a class who studied the Hebrew sacred

law and commentaries thereon 3 o student of sacred
usages, a professor of theology, or even a student
of theology, somewhat similar to the cluss softas
of the Mohammedan world, who Just now are stir-
ring up the same sort of commotion in Constanti-
nople as these lawyers did in Jerusalem, Ten thou-
sand softas, students of theology, are clamoring at
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the palace gates of the Sublime Porte, parading the
streets of Coustantinople, making a demonstration

against any scheme of reform that applicd only to |

the Armenians or other Christians.  The military
were necessary tosuppress them.  The Jewish law-
yer had to know the six hundred and thirteen com-

mands of Moses collected by the eraft.  About the |

time of Christ the title rabbi was used to signify the
most learned in the law.  Perhaps it was first ap-
plied to Gamalicl.  Originally, rabbi was upplied to
any Jew who could officiate in public worship,
though he was not even a preacher. e taught in
the school, not in the synagogue ; his function wus
with the law (kalacka) rather than with the homily
(hagada). Since the Middle Ages the maggid, or
local rabbi, has not even been required to know

rabbinical law. The term rabbi beeame common |

after the destruction of the temple, and implied

no superior holiness, though he could expound rub-

binical traditions and was qualified to act as Jjudge
on questions of rabbinical and Mosaie reuding.
The modern Jewish seminarics grant a diploma
as rabbi on years of study and on examination.
“Who is my neighbor?” The law made a
definite limitation of this term to Hehrews—no
Gentiles were “ neighbors,””  An Israclite was not
to be put to death for killing a Gentile. 1lc was
forbidden to “lift up himself” against his * neigh-
bor,” according to Maimonides, hut he adds, “a
Gentile is not a * neighbor.””  Ile was not allowed,
however, to contrive the death of u Gentile, but he
was under no obligation to help him if he was in
distress. If he fell into the sca, it wus not lLis
duty to help him out nor to seck to deliver Lim
from death in any other form. The Mexlem is not
told to kill *“infidels,” by which is meant any
who are not Mohammedans, but is ordered to do
K0, under certain conditions, when they will not
embrace Islam. In all the East, and among all

faiths, a *“ neighbor " is understood to mean one of |

the same religion. It is the peculiurity of this
parable that it teaches that a Samaritan could be a
* neighbor ™ to one of another religion, and that
all men are our “ neighbors,” to he relieved at all
times of trouble und sickness or peril of death,
Relizious distinetions are the only boundaries
iccognized in the Bible lads even to-day, when
Turks are massucring Armeniuns by the thou-
sunds—men, women, and children—because they
are Christians, The divisions of the community
are not so much ethnie, not so much on blood
lines, us on religious lines. Christ says you must

have u humanity that goes beyond men of your

own creed.  Tere was a Samaritan doing good—

man who helonged to a race, as the Jews said, of |

dove worshipers, whom they charged with mislead-
ing the Jews with false fire signals and with de-
filing the temple by carrying a dead man’s hones
into it, and whom the Jew would not allow to be
a witness in any of his courts,

[March 15.

Thieves. Thieves in Palestine were always, and
still are, plentiful enongh. There hus never been
police regulation enough to insure sufety to u trav-
eler, unless by some convention he secure a guard,
The custom has long been that Europeuns ciploy
guides or guards, who are entered at Jerusalem be-
fore the consuls, and the whole tribe is held
responsible for the safe conduct of the journey.
Occusionully a Ecropean does now venture on some
trips without these, but it is not free from risk;
while others than Europeans are never secure with-
out some such responsible guard.  Dr. Farrar says
that as late as 1880 an English baronet, Sir Fred-
eriek IHenniker, was on this very road between
Jerusalem and Jericho stripped and murdered by
Arab robbers, Rev. Willism Ewing says there
are ruined square buildings along this road which
were used of old to shelter bands of soldiers, whose
duty it was to protect the men of the road against
the depredations of the men of the hills, and that
the roud was similarly guarded in ancient times ;
but, nevertheless, bloodshed was common,

The nn. The ancient caravansary or inn had
no attendant ; but when the Greeks came the cus-
tom was us it is to-day in India—for some one to
be placed in charge to supply necessities of food
when ealled for and paid for by the traveler. In
India the host will furnish chickens, a fow veg-
etables, milk, and a few other things, and wood
for cooking. The word for “host is only used
here in all the New Testament, and this shows
that the Greek us had come into Pulestine be-
fore Christ’s day. There is now a khan, or inn,
which has been restored out of an ancient aban-
doned one for the convenicnee of Western travelers,
There is a deep well, with spring water in abune
| dance, near by,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

No. 1.
Never alone,
Seeds of promise.
Rescue the perishing,
Gather them in,
Blest be the tie,

No. 2,
How to win.
Ile was not willing,
The Great Physician,
* Inasmuch,”
Bringing in the sheaves,

The Teachers’ Meeting.
Background of the lesson : Time, place, prob-
able cireumstances when this parable was narrated ;
draw map to show relation of Jerusalem, Jericho,
| Samaria....Persons: The lawyer, his question and
i his purpose: priests, Levites, Samaritans, their
race, home, religion, character, brigands, ... * Ori-
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entalisms :" medicinal uses of oil and wine, khans,
caruvunsuries, and Romun * inus,” ** pence,” the
ity of priests,” the ** bloody way.”....Outlines
of thought: I. (1) The lawyer's summary—
show how the Mosaic law could be condensed into
this injunction; (2) The Lord’s application—
Clirist’s doetrine was at once the outeome and the
abrogation of the Mosaic law, IL. (1) The value
of honest questions (a) to the teacher—note how
many of Jesur's purables and teachings were called
forth in this way : (5) to the pupil; (2) “ Need is

—————

A. D, 29.)

knock, and it

Authorized Version,
Luke 11. 113, [Committo memory verses 9, 10, |
[Read Luke 11. 1-54.)

1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying
in a certain place, when lie ceased, one of his dis-
ciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as
John also taught his disciples.

2 Aund he suid unto them, When ye pray, ml\y,
th
Thy will be done, n{

Our Futher which art in Leaven, Hallowed be
nume,

Thy kingdom come,
aven, so in earth,

8 Give us day by day our daily bread.

4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive
every one that is indebted to us, And lead us not
into temptation ; but deliver us from evi

5 And he said unto them, Which of you shall
have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight,
and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves ;

6 For a friend of mine in his journey is come to
me, and T have nothing to set hefore hims

7 And he from within shall answer and say,
Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my
children are with me in bed 3 L cannot rise and give
thee?

8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and
vive him, heeause he is his friend, yet because of
his importunity he will rise and give him as many
as he needeth.

9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be
you; seek, and ye shall find’;
be opened unto you,

10 For every one that asketh recciveth; and he
that seeketh findeth ; and to him that knocketh it
shall be opened.

11 If a son shall ask bread of any of vou that isa
father, will he gi e ask a fish,

given
knock, and it shall

ive him a stone? or if
will he for a fish give him a serpent ?

12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a
scorpion ?

13 If yo then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts unto your children: how much more shall
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them
that ask him?

—_—
TlMI'I.~|'rnhn|yly A.D. 29, PLACE.—Prob-
ably Bethany,
HOME READINGS,
M. Teaching About Prayer. Luke 11. 1-13,
Tu. Sincerity in prayer. Matt. 6. 1-15,

|
|
|

LESSON XI. TEACHING ABOUT PRAYER.

GOLDEN TEXT. Ask, and it shall be
shall be opened unto you,

|
|

neighborhood "—an ardent lover of his fellow-men
would never have asked the lawyer’s second ques-
distinetions ean keep true
111

tion; (3) No seculur
Christiuns away from those who need them,
The spirit of the good Sumaritan : (1) Inu
in others, ver, 83; (2) Sympathetie, vers,
(3) Prompt; (4) Helpful, ver. 84: (5) Self: deny-
ing, ver. 34; (6) Generous, ver, 85....Who is
our neighbort What may we do for him?...,
Wherein Christ in his treatment of us resembles
the good Samaritan,

[March 15.

seek, and ye shall find §
Luke 11, 9,

Revised Version,

1 And it came to pass, as he was praying in a
certain place, that when he ceased, one of his
disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray,

2 even us John also taught his disciples. And

8 he suid unto them, When ye pray, say, Futher,

4 Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come.
Give us day by day our duily bread. And for-
give us our sins; for we ourselves also forgive
every one that is indebted to us, And bring us
not into temptation,

5  And be said unto them, Which of you shall
have a friend, and shall #0 unto him at mid-
night, and say to him, Friend, lend me three

6 loaves; for a friend of mine is come to me from

a journey, and [ have nothing to set before
7 him; and he from within shall answer and say,
Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my
children are with me in bed ; I eannot rise and
8 give thee? I say unto you, Though he will
not rise and giv him, because he is his friend,
yet beeause of his importunity he will arise and

9 give him as many as he needeth, And I say

unto you, Axk, and it shall be given you; seek,
and ye shall find ; knock, und it shall be opened

10 unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth ;

and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that

11 knocketh it shall be opened.  And of which

of you that is a father shall his son ask a loaf,
and he give him a stone? or a fish, and he for a
12 fish give him a serpent?  Or 47 he shall ask un
13 ege, will he give him a seorpion? If ye then,
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto
your children, how much more shall your
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them
that ask him?

given yous

e

W, In his name.  John 16, 23-33,

Th. Ask in faith. 1 John 5. 0-15,

F. Importunity in prayer. Luke 18, 1-8,

8. Prayer answered, 2 Kings 20, 1-11,

8. Testimony of experience. Psalm 84, 1-10.

R
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LESSON HYMNS,
202, New Canadian Hymnal,
Sweet hour of prayer! swoet hour of
prayer!
No. 389, New Canadian Hywmnal,

A little talk with Jesus,

No. 205, New Canadian Hymnal,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
i be thy Name.
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. The Model Prayer, v. 1-4,
Was the Lord’s Prayer given as a vitual form or
us tomodel ¢

Was it customary for sacred teachers to give | S ; it
BRIk Dith < L then individual nourishment and forgiveness and

forms of prayer to their pupils?

What reason is there for believing that the form
of Matt, 6 was given a year carlier than this?

Wherein do the two forms differ?

Was it customary for Jews in Jesus's time to
address God ax their Father ?

What muy we learn from the fact that the first
petition is not for oursclves, but for God’s king-
dom ?

How should & man act who offers the second
petition?

Is the petition of the third verse for secular
blessings, or spiritual, or both ¢

Is forgiveness of our sins ulways conditioned on
onr forgiveness of others ¢

Precisely whut does the Christian mean when
he prays God not to lead him into temptation ?

Wit is promised to all who truly fear God?
( Psalm 84, 11,)

2. A Story about Prayer, v. 5-8.

What facts in oriental life make such a request
as that of this man reasonable and neighborly, in-
stead of impertinent, as it would be with us?

Does our God ut all resemble this * fricnd” or
the man deseribed in Luke 18, 22

In what particulurs shoulll we resemble the man
who sought to borrow loaves for his friend ?

What word in the eighth verse should character-

Il another story of importunate prayer. (See

Mark 7. 24-50.)

What is the real lesson Christ would have us
learn from these stories ?
3. The Law of Prayer, v. 9-13,

What three things are we told to do in prayer?
(GorLpen Texr.)

What three encouragements are named ?

What divine *rule of three is given in verse 132

Does the gift of God's Son and of the Holy Spirit
include all temporal blessings ¢

What charge was made against Jesus, and how
did he unswer? (Verses 15-26.)

Who ure the truly blessed? (Verse 28,)

Who will condemn that generation? (Verses
31, 52.)

on whom did Jesus pronounce woes?  (Verses
2.)
Practical Teachings.

1. The Lord’s Prayer supplies three very com-
mon wunts—the wunt of ideus, of words, and of
tuith,

2. The coming kingdom of God eannot be legis-
luted here. It depends on the change of human
hearts,  The universal millennium will come when
every individual rejoices with * millennial ” fuith
and love,

3. Observe the order of this mo del prayer: First
the glory of God's name, the dominunce of God's
kingdom, and the accomplishment of God's will ;
deliverance. Muny men's ous expericuces ure
upside down,

4. We dare not pray that God will keep us from
the possibility of temptation, but that he will keep
the traits of character from becoming snares to
evil,

5. If a selfixh man ean be hored into generosity,
if an unjust man ean be dunned into reetitude, why
should we doubt the Lord of justice and the Father
of mercies?

6. Even in secular affuirs patient persistence is
often the equivalent of success, Try it.

7. The best of us is “evil™ in comparison with
God ; but the worst of us would be ashamed of a
course of condnet which our want of faith ofton
leads us to aseribe to God.,

Where in this lesson are we tanght—
1. That we ought to pray ?
2. How we ought to pray ?
8. For what we ought to pray ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Verses 14,

1. Who asked Jesus to be tanght to pray? Were
forms of prayer then common?

2. Should we pray “The Lord’s Prayer?"” 1f we
are God’s children how may we show it? Ilow do
we hallow God’s name?  What do we mean when
we pray for his kingdom? How is God's will done
in heaven ?

3. What does our daily bread include?

4. Do we pray that we may have no temptations ?
What then?

2. Verses 5.8,

5. Why did Jesus describe the guest coming at
midnight ¢

6. What is the custom in the Eust regarding
hospitality ?
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7. How did the needy man's friend excuse hi
self? .

8. What made him change his mind ?
3. Verses 9.13,

9. How do we know
swered?  How must we seck ¢

10. What kind of blessing will neve

11. What do the loaf, the
semble?

13. Name some things implied in the
Holy Spirit,

Teachings of the Lesson.

Jesus set us an ex
wish to learn lLow to pray
Happy for those who have
good ! We should cultivate
things, It is right to ask for temiporal 1)
We must forgive if we would be forgiven,
better we know our own weakness the less confi

essings,

The

dence we will have in ourselves, Difficulties should

only inerease our carnestness in prayer,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
Who hus taught us to pray ¢
Where did Jesus often 80 to pray?

SUNDAY SCHoOL BANNER,

m-

that prayer will be an-

rbe denied us?
fishy and the gg re

gift of the

wmple of prayerfulness, The
is pleasing to Chirist,
a Futher so great and
reverence for saered

157

iples axk him one day?
How did the Pharisces pray ¢
Didl they pray so much
good ?
What did Jesus eall the
crites,
Wihat is a hypoerite ¢
What prayer did Jesus teuch the disciples ?
ad he ever given it to them before ¢
What did he teach Ly
prayer? To be earne
talk to God.
Can you s

beenuse they were so

Pharisees ¢

Hypow

One who is not true,

viving this short, simple
St and true when we

*Our Father” from the
What do we need to help us live
teaches? The Holy Spirit,

How willing is

heart 1
as this prayer

God to give us the Spirit?

Do you understand the purable

Jesus tuught ?
Something to Remember,
When we pray <
earnest,

Jesus is listening if we are in

We need not sy many

words when we pray,
but we must meun eve,

ry one.
To suy a prayer withouy thinking is to be like
the Pharisces,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

General Statement.

This lesson seems to be art o

tion (late in the year 29, or ¢y

ly in 80

Matthew differs sliy
itare still more diffe
parallel to verses
in prayer,

htly from what we have here

There are
six refer to seeret P
istic of Jesus, that i
teq

in the gospels tw enty-one
rayer, and the writer of the
n the days of his flesh he
% The instance with which our l¢
in publie, somethiy

f a familiar conversution between Jes
duted after the third Pussover, and probably between the Fe,
i but the time and plac
we study this week was very probably xaid more than once,
3 the o
‘rent, and it is probable that that ve
=13 is to be found in Matt, 7, 7-11,
instances given of our Lord’s
Epistle to the Hebre
fered up prayers and
xon begins was an instanee
1g unknown in Europe and Ameries

It ix to be
les and that of the Dediea-
e uncertuin,  Indeed, most of what
The version of the Lord's Prayer given by
ion and the words and events which follow
rsion was given about g Year before this, A
lin our uttention is ealled to our Lord’s habits
praying, of which at least
w8 tells us, as a personal eha ructer-
supplications with strong cries and
of what we might
1, but thoroughly characteristic

us and his disciples,
ast of Tubernael

all private prayer
of oriental life,

Verse 1. As he was praying. FEvi
full view, and probubly in full hearing, of his dis-
ciples.  Our Lord was care
“forms of godliness,” and it would have been an
affront to the general religious sense if he had not
cach day at the regular hours of worship voeally
offered forma) Prayer, with his fuce directed toward
Jerusalem,  [lix rebuke of hypoeritieal prayer at
street corners and his teaching concerning closet
prayer (Matt. 6. 5, 6) are to be underst
buke of hypoerisy
duty rather than
its of the day.

lently in

ful to observe all the

od as o re-
and a statement of I
184 prohibition of the pious hah-
In a certain Place. Possibly
in Bethany, but probubly in some village of Pe, 1
Lord, teach us to pray., The Hebrew mind
was intensely ritualistie,

to approach God except

ersonal

It secmed presumption
by recognized form,

|
l

|

Rabbis were aceustomed to furni
ciples pattern prayers. (1) We all need to learn
how to pray,  Our private devotions would be'
helpful if we thought ont beforchand
we need and desire—just as we inevitably
would if our petition were to be presented to u
human president and not to # God,  Stilk more do
we need to study how to pray in publie; not, of
course, to memorize any form, certainly not to
mimie any method, but to acquire more of the
spirit of prayer and to log ™ how best to leud
other devout souls, (9) The want of ideas, the
want of words, and the want ¢ " faith are as com-
mon as they are grievous,” U John also
taught his disciples. To our eyes John is
simply our Lord's forerunner, but when these
words were spoken it was still an open question

sh to their dis-

much more
what

e,

D —
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which of the two was the greater prophet, und it
was not casy to think of cither without comparison
or contrast with the other.

When ve pray, say. This command has
been more literally obeyed than most of those
given by Jesus, but very often in a mistaken
spirit, The Lord’s Prayer is not u n il for-
mula to do any sort of good by repetition it is
not, primarily, ritual j it is simply a type, a speci-
men, a pattern,  The more carefully one studies it
the better he cun pray. Its impress should be
upon cvery prayer offered.  Our Father, A
phrase which shows God's loving relation to us,
and hints ut the reverence, obedience, and godlike-
ness which should mark us as his children.  The
word “ our” does not belong to the text here, but
was probably added from Matthew : but it belongs
to the whole spirit of our Lord's teachings, as
given in the first three gospels. Which art in
heaven. And, because in heaven, therefore on
earth as well. For every Jew well understood
that heaven had an intimate interest in this
world’s affairs.  “The high and holy One that
inhabiteth cternity” dwells also * with him that
is of a lowly and contrite heart.” Hallowed be
thy name. *Reverenced be thou” In the
Hebrew use of words the name stood for char-
acter in a sense that it does not with us.  Our love
for our heavenly Father is to be a reverential love,
Note that the first petition of this puttern prayer
is not for ourselves, but for the glory of God.
(8) Surely none who offer this prayer can ever use
God's name lightly. Note, also, what we shall
presently say in explanation of “as in heaven.”
Thy kingdom come. From God we proceed
in thought to God’s kingdom, and pray that it
may extend over our hearts and the hearts of all
men.  The men to whom this prayer was given
had just preached throughout Galilee that the
“kingdom of God™ was at hand (Luke 9, 2); but
they had not yet sufficiently grown in spiritual
life to understand fully cither their sermon or the
Lord’s Prayer.  Wonderful social and politieal
changes must take place before God’s kingdom is
perfectly come; but it is coming, Thy will be
done. This, also, is added from Matthew, as are
the next phrases,  As in heaven, so in earth.”
The early Christians were disposed to make the
two versions uniform, beeause in the midst of pre-
vailing ignorance they felt the need of **ritual,”
something to learn word by word as a standard,
And althongh these words are not in the earliest
manuseripts of Luke, it is on the whole wise to
adopt them here, for they are in the closest har-
mony with all our Lord’s teachings, This is not a
prayer that our will may be lost, but that it may
be fully econformed to the divine will; it 18 a
prayer that God’s will may be done to us in his
dealings, done by us in our acts, and done in us in
our charucter.  As in heaven, so in earth, A

fresh meaning comes to the first three petitions of
this matchless prayer it we unite them all with
this phrase, which is in thought as closely con-
neeted with the first two as with the lust :
Hallowed be thy name |
Thy Kingdom enme Las in heaven, so in eurth,
Thy will be done

3. Give us day by day our daily bread.
Duily trust; duily prayer. We are to bring to
God all our needs, of the body, of the mind, of the
soul. For (4) Men's minds and souls are as liable
to starcation as ave their bodies.

4. Forgive us our sins, * Man shall not
live by bread alone.” We cannot free ourselves
from sin,  God's forgiveness (1) biots our sins out
of his book of remembrance; (2) it frees our souls
from stainj (3) it makes us strong to do right.
For. What an awful word, in this connection!
It means both * beeause” and “if.”  We can
hardly utter it without tremor, Suppose thut we
have not torgiven every one that has wronged us
~—~whatthen ? We also torgive. Revised Version :
“ We ourselves also forgive.” “That merey I to
others show, That merey show to me.” Indebted.
Obligated in any way. ‘Temptation. W
ever tries our moral charaeter, especiully the influ-
ences of Satan, from which we may pray to be
preserved 3 yet if God in love und wisdom permit
us to meet these, we may expect grace to ov DIne,
Deliver us from evil, Neither are these words
in the oldest manuseripts 5 like the others already
mentioned, they were probably inserted by devout
men who thought that this prayer ought to agree
word for word with that of Mutt. 6.

5. Now that the disciples huve a proper form

ver they must learn that the spiritof carnest-
ness is all-important. A friend, It is hard to
tell, in this story, whether the “friend” or the
friend of the friend is the more unreasonable,
Lend me three loaves, The Orient has in all

lived from hand to mouth, and this story is
singularly  characteristic of Eastern manners;
nevertheless *“ midnight * was a preposterous time
to ask such a favor. The ** three loaves " together
would not be r than half a loaf of ours,

G, 7. A friend ... is come to me.
Hospitality in the Eust is a cardinal virtue. At
whatever hour, day or night, a visitor enters, he
must be entertuined.  Nothing to set before
him. Inone particular at least this man repre-
sents the true spirit of prayer. Ile asks not for
himself, but for another. (5) Are we as anxious to
supply the souls of our [friends with spiritual food
as we are to feed their bodies? My children are
with me in bed. It scemed better for one
stranger to go hungry (0 bed than for a houseful
of sleeping children to be disturbed. In this story
Jesus intentionally selects an uneivil man and
subjects him to the request of an unreasonable

neighbor; if such a man does what such a man
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asks, what will our Father who is in heaven do
for ust I cannot rise, The pounding and
shouting continued, however, and lie presently
changed his mind, and rose,
8. Because he is his (
ship is a stqp beautiful to look
rest upon, lmporlunily ope:
ings§ persistent purpose wins,
of ten who have failed woul.
had only kept on,
wins in sccular affuirs should be g
religious life.

9. Ask, s

nd.  (6) Friend-
upon, but weak to
ns all gates of bless-

(1) Nine men out
d have succeeded if they
The * eommon sense * which

applied to our

id it shall be given you.
Lord’s hearers had thought of God as
and heartle: Well, suys our Lor
suppose he is ; then

Our
indifferent
Lin substance,
keep on asking and secking
and knocking witl importunity, and surely he
will be as kind us was this uncivil friend, But he
is not indifferent and heartless. 1le is our tender-
hearted Father, Askyo o o seek, .. . knock.
Three words that represent a desire of iyere
intensity, They imply (1) A
spiritual need ;

using

consciousness of
(2) A longing to have the need
supplied; (3) A recognition of divine
and divin willingness; (4) Earnest
God’s blessings, It shall be giv.
Swers prayer, though the answer
come in the manner sought an

3

abundance
king after

God
may not always
Yet, (8)

| expected.
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v 109
If God deny us the apecifie
he will give us

10. Every
In every dep:

thing for which we ask
something better,
one that asketh receiveth,
artment of life suceess is conditioned
upon endeavor,  Tn spiritual thin
to reward the seeking,
men may strive and fail,
11. Ask bread, . , , give
Thaut is, give him a dec
the East is somewhat like g stmooth
appearance,  (9) Sometimes men
supposing them to be bread,
riches, as {f quld coul,
blindness we us

U8 Suceess is sure
while in the worldly life

him a stone.
The loaf of

Cptive unswer

it stone in
seek for stones,
s a8 when they strive Jor
1 jeed the soul. When in our
k fora stone, God mercifully denics
, and gives us bread ; when, under mis-

ally a snake,

our pray
apprehiension, we s
he b

k for what is re
estows upon us food,

13, If ye then, being evil,
of faulty human charqete
(10) The taint of sin lur,

A comparison
r with the purity of God,
ks in the best of men and
the holiest of relationships. How much more
shall your heavenly Father. From the
carthly relation we ean reason up tothe heavenly,
from our imperfect love up to the complete love of
God. (11) 8o mueh more may we expect God to
give, as God's power outruns man's, as God's wisdom
surpasses human knowledge, and as God's love is
greater than that of earthly fathers,

CRITICAL NOTES.,

Verse 1. One of his disciples. The carnest
manner in prayer of our hlessed Lord aroused in
one of the new or later disciples a de
the yearnings of his heart
taught. Wien he
the custom for the
formula of prayer,

2. Our Father. The prayer begins with God,
touches our natural needs, then
with our fellow-cre
liverance from sin,
Futherhood of God is in its truest sense only
in the brotherhood of Je us Christ.  The brother-
hood of man is u mere utilitarian phirase outside the
real Futherhood of God, Yet God is a Father,
In heaven,

sire to express

As John
did 80 is unknow n, but it was
rubbis to give their disciples

also,

our relations
atures, and coneludes with de-
God is our Futher, but the
reg

Above all carthly things, over ull
things, The mind is lifted from the carth to the
dwelling place of infinite gooduess and infinite
power.  flullowed be thy name, Tie name
of God is God himsclf us revealed to us, We

know him only as he is revealed, and this prays
that the thought of 5im should be held in holy
reverence by the whole carth, Wliere there is no
reverenee for God, there is no respect for man,
for law, for society, or for anything that is human,
When God is lost all js lost. Thy kingdom
come. The present condition of the world is not
the final end of ereation.  God has a divine pur-

pose in humanity. The forces now dominating in

!

human society are
dom of

| pe

to give way

righteousness and brot
ce—the kingdom of God
al law, and in the he
first be before it will eve
Henee this particular pr:

to the new king-
herly love and
in trade, in polities, in
art of man, where it must
r be manifest in the world,
rer calls for personal holi-
Thy will be done,
t it will be done, but
er the heavenly infly-
the will of God will be

ness i offered in sincerity,

God can force his will so tha
this petition asky that, und
ences shed down on men,
done with the free and glad will of man, As in
heaven, Among all the intelligences of the
spirit world of glory, as among ull the starry hosts
that obey with precision the law of t)
ments, wherchy there
all forth praise
o in earth,
God, and ¢

eir move-
18 harmony and musie that
to the Almighty Creator of aull,
Among men mude in the image of
apable of knowing God and loving him
and loving each other, may his will be their law
of life,

3. Give us, Our heavenly
looked to as the Provider,
from ourselves are we to thir
Our daily bread, While
can only be our breg

Father is to be
From him and not
1k our support comes,
God provides, yet it
ul when we work for it. God
feeds the hirds, but they must do the picking.
We must obey the law of life, for that is the law of
God: and if we obey that law, breg s Not luxury,
our daily bread, the necessary food, will be

I e—
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forthcoming, God in his providence will take
cure of crop fuilures and storms and locusts, for
the supply of necessary food, but he is under no
promiise to surfeit us with luxuries,

4. Forxgive us oursi This is an inclusive
petition; not “my sins,” as it is not “my
Father,” but ““oursins.”  Iumanity is aunit. We
are to pruy that the xius of all men may be for-
ing this prayer

given. This brings each one pru

into spiritual sympathy with every being in the
whole wide world. For we also forgive. Not
claiming a reward, but expressing a condition, as
in Matthew. Lead us not inte temptation.
That is, abandon us not to temptation, as one who
is led into difficulty and left alone. But deliver
us. Strietly, “draw us to thysclf out of the
evil.”

5,6, At midnight. Iuthe Eust travelers often
journey in the night because of the heat by day.
Lend me. The Greek word signifies radically,
“supply the needfu In his journey., “Out
of his way.”” My friend has come out of his way
to visit me, or has come off of his journey.

8. Because he is his friend. Ncither love nor
friendship will move him. Yet because of his
importunity. Ilis shumelessness. The lesson
is, as Bloomficld shows, ““ If the importunate teaser
obtains so much from men, what will not he that
offers up fervent and assiduous prayers obtain
from his Father in heaven ?

9. Asky ¢ « . Se€ky + « « knock, Note the
rvising scale of earnestness in the three forms of
the command,

10, Our Lord had taught how to pray, and in
this he gives assurance that fervent prayer will be
answered. Ilere is his promise,

11, 12. Ilereis a telling argument based on an
appeal to the foundations of human nature. The
appeal rises to a grund climax. No man that is a
father will give his hungry child a stone, some-
thing of no good ; nora serpent, noruscorpion,
things harmful.

13.If ye then. That being tuken for granted.
Being evil. llaving an cvil nature, out of
which evilacts may come, and being subjected to all
the consequerces of an evil nature,. Neverthe-
less know. ITave in you such an clement, such
an instinet of love and care for your offspring.
How to give good gifts to your children by
discriminating intelligence illumined hy parental
love. Your heavenly Father. Your Father
out of heaven. When we pray it is to our Father
in heaven,  We go up to him. When he hears, he
comes down to us. Give. God always gives,
never sclls anything,  The law of sclfishness is
take; the law of love is give. ‘The Iloly Spirit.
The best gift God can bestow, The Father in heaven
will not be less father than earthly fathers,  IHenee
as the earthly father is to his gift, so the heavenly
Father is to his gift. To them that ask him.

To every one needing help, guidance, comfort,
and conscious sense of adoption in the holy fumily
of God,
Analytical and Biblical Outline.
The Traits of True Prayer,
L. Fiuiarn Praven,
Suy, Our Futher, v
We ery, Abba, Futher, Rom. 8. 15.
Now are we the sons of God. 1 John 3. 2.
IL Semrrvan Praver,
Thy kingdom come, v. 2.
Righteousness, and peace, and joy. Rom.
14, 17.
Seck ye first the kingdom.  Matt, 6. 38,
11 Svpmissive Pray
Thy will be done.
I delight to do thy will. DPsalm 40. 8
Not as 1 will, but as thou wilt. Matt,
IV. Pracricar Praven.
Give us. ...on daily bread. v. 3.
Feed me with food convenient, P'rov, 30, 8, 9,
Seek the Lord shall not want.  Psalm 34, 10,
V. Peximent Praven,
Forgive us onr sins. v. 4.
Fuithful and just to forgive. 1 John 1. 9.
Who is a God likeuntothee ?  Micah 7. 1%, 19,
VI. IMPoRTUNATE PRAYER.
DBecause of his importunity. v. 8.
Always to pray, and not to fuint. Luke 18, 1.
Come boldly unto the throne. leb. 4. 16,
VII. ConripENT PrAYER.
How much more shale your. ... Father.
Ask in prayer, believing,  Matt, 21, 22,
Ask in faith, notl ing wavering. Jumes 1, 6.

Thoughts for Young People.
Results of Praying as Jesus would have
us Pray.

If we model all our prayers on the Lord’s Prayer,
and if we sincercly offer them uecording to the
Lord's direetions, eertain noble, mental, and moral
traits will, as a direct result, glorify our characters,

ere are a few of them:

1. Weshall be godly ; seeking first the kingdom
of God and his righteousness, Policy or fashion
way guide others ; we will decide every question
by its relation to the will of ““our Futher and
the dominance of his kingdom,

2. We shall engoy peace of mind. Thoroughly
il of

satisfied by God’s constant care for every def
ill neither lay up treasure on earth
nor worry beeause we have none to lay up, Our
“ daily bread " —phy , intellectnal, and spirit-
ual—heing sure, anxiety will vanish, Never can
we harbor a fear that the stock in our heavenly
Futher's storehouse can run short,

3. We shall be hwnble; praying constantly,
“ Forgive us our sins,” even though at our hour of

our lives, we
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prayer we fail to recall any serious misdeeds, The

God we serve charges even his angels with folly,

4. We shall be magnanimous s not only forgiving
offenses as a condition of our own forgiveness, but
cherishing no resentinents, and doing to others as
we would wish them to do to us,

5. We shall ve pure; recognizing that though
absolute and intrinsic petfeetion may be beyond
our reach, it is our priviiege and duty to live day
by day without sin, * delivered from all evil” by
God’s grace,

6. We shall be determined ; intent on our pur-
pose, knowing it to be in accordunce with God's
will.  No apparent deluy in answer to our prayers
will disconcert us,  We will not task,” *seck,”
*knock " by way of experiment, but sure that the
heavenly doors will be promptly swung open and
the heavenly treasures shared,

7. We shall love God with a filial affcetion,
Our lesson to-day begins and ends with allusions
to “our Father” The assurance of this futher-
hood of God should brighten all our lives, and
while we rest with absolute faith upon his love,

8. We shall love our fellow-men,

Lesson Word-Pictures,

The Saviour praying !

What a sacred place !

How hushed and holy the atmosphere !

How close the spot to the angels, to heaven, to
God! What mighty ministries seci to incl
place and make it a fortress to the
despised, often perseeuted diseiples !

¢ the
hard-pressed,

All the space up into the sky seems to be open,
the gates thrown wide back, and how blessed is
this hour !

0O, if the disciples could have this open way, if
for them the door could be thrown back !
as John also taught his
disciples,” they ery to the Saviour when he has
ceased to pray,

How impressive is the scene that comes before
our thoughts !

The Saviour comes very el

# Lord, teach us to pray,

e to his disciples,
gathers  them about Lim, nearer, nearer yet,
makes one with them, and then looking up out of
his fellowship with them, out of this oneness of
need and oneness of hope, eries, * Oupy Father !

0O, how near is the Infinite then s not God
off, a loncly, separate existenee, an isoluted power
that bewilders and intimidates, but what closeness
and compassion and love in the musie breaking the
stillness of the disciples’ expectation,

*Our Father !

Christ seems to wait, and their voices echo
softly baek the cry, * Our Futher !

“Which art in heaven ! "—t}is very place—and
the echo again is, * Which art in heaven !

And so through the prayer it is a child bowing

away

161
with other children, an elder brother's loving
leadership echoed by all th Younger brothers,

What wonder if these feel that God is coming
low, low down and moving ali about them, their
Father,

The beautiful door to the heavens hus been
thrown back,

Andnow the Saviour teaches something else,

Does uny disciple doubt prayer's eflicucy 2 The
Master shows to him the power of persistent peti-
tion,

The scene changes.

The air darkens,

The night wind goes wailing by,

There is a voice pleading without a door, 1t is

in need. It is in earne It begs, “ Lend me
three loaves! A friend has come |
The voice within cries, “ Trouble me not ! The

door is now shut !

Still the voice without pleads and pleads more
earnestly,

The man within thinks he cannot stir out of his
rest.  When he went to his bed it wus for the
night. e took his ehildren with him.  They are
all snugly at rest tll morning,

Still the voice without entreats,
shadows

Down in the
It must have bread, Threo
loaves, three loaves, three loaves !

it begs.

The suppliant goes away loaded,
Aguin the seene changes
It is o fathe

resources,

Now, compassionate, abounding in

You can see the futher's
fuce pitying and smiling. You cun see the
ching out his hands,
bread.

Before him is a son,

son

Those hands plead for
Does the father turn, stoop, pick up a
stone, and ¢ that ?

It is a fish those hands are reached out for; is a
serpent flung into them? They beg for an egs s
into them is ¢ seorpion dropped ¢
disciples all looking
up, all holding out their hands, all beseeehing God
for a blessing 7

And now we seem to see the

They are hands that Jjust now were
pouring gifts into the lups of their children. Do
they think the great Fatlier will refuse to see and
fill those very hands held up to him, the Infinite
One of Love?

O, hark !

What a gr
fluences descend,

'
see !

0,

s rain is fulling,  The Spirit’s in-
faster, faster, in still greater

plenitude, filling every open heart !

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

When the disciples asked Jesus to teael them to
pray. the chances are that they meant, * Give us 4
form of prayer.”  To see the foree of this it is well
to recall what was the usual ritual of the synn-
rogue,

The heart of the synagogue was the ¢

.

shema,"

D——— o
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answering to what we might name the *ereed.”
It consisted of the repetition of Deut. 6. 4-95 11.
18-21; and Num. 15. 37-41. It was obligatory
on all males to repeat this twice a day ; children
and slaves were not to repeat it. It was preceded
and foillowed by benedictions or prayers, some
eighteen in all. They are still said in modern
synagogues, The first has such sentences as
these :

“Blessed be thou, O Lord, King of the world,
who formest light and ercatest darkness; who
mukest peace and ereatest everything; who in
merey givest light to the earth, and to those who
dwell upon it, and in thy goodness day by day
and every day renewest the work of ereation,” ecte.

There is no doubt but that Jesus repeated these
prayers in the synagogue worship,

After these came the  creed,” or shema, and this
was followed by other set prayers.

It was the practice originally to insert prayers of
private composition between the first three and
the last three forms of prayers. If anyone intro-
duced into the prayers what were suspected of
being heretical views he was stopped at once and
put under ban for a week, Thus it is more than
possible that the disciples wished Jesus to give
them a prayer of his composition for use at this
place in the ritual of the synagogue.

But it cannot be proven that even if this use
was made of the Lord’s Prayer it was the only use
made of it. It wasa beautiful aaying of Rabbi
Jochanan, that he who prays in his house sur-
rounds and fortifies it, so tospeak, with a wall of
iron. He spoils this later on by making it apply
only when one is alone. If there ure others, they
must repair to the synagogue ; but cven there there
must be ten persons or there was no synagogue
sorvice allowed,

The Babylonian Talmud made all prayer futile
that was not offered in the synagogue ; and i’ a
man missed the synagogue prayers a singletime he
must give account to God; if a man did not attend
to all, he was subject to exile, himself and his
children. The rabbis say that at the time of the
destruetion of Jerusalem there were no less than
four hundred and eighty synagogues, or prayer
houses, in that city,

The Mussulmans of Persin have great fuith in
written prayers, which they use as prayers to be
offered or as charms, They pluce these written
prayers in leather eases, and tie them to the arm of
a cnild or the neck of a horse to keep it from
stumbling. The Moslem tegchers derive a con-
siderable revenue from writing these prayers.

The importunity in prayer taught by the parable
is only of a piece with all oriental persistence of
petition.  The power to wear one out relicd on for
ultimate success by beggurs finds an illustration in
various departments of life. The dehtor is an-
noyed by a collector sent to sit at his door till ho

settles his account, or, if' that fuil, then to refuse
food till he pays the bill, sturving himself to death,
if needs be, thut the sin of his suicide may be ae-
counted us murder on the pat of the debtor. The
advertisement of the bud debtor as such is one
motive played on, but persistence is the greatest
reliunce.  The annoyance gets to be unbearuble,
and in very sclf-defense the debt is adjusted.
The beggars will sit from morning till night oe-
casionly erying, in a piteous wail, that for God's
suke they may be given something to eat. There
is no way to oblige them to leave, and hence one
hastens to give them something, that they may be
gone. This parable represents the importunity
which invades the quiet of the mun’s family after
retirement, a violation of all courtesy in the East.
Ilence the Greek word here translated * impor-
tunity ”* really means shamelessnoss, and has its
fitness in this violation of wonted Eastern courtesy,
in invading the sacredness of the family privacy
after retirement for the night.

The Suviour teaches the contrast with all this of
the willingness of God to give what we ask, un-
like the Greeks and Romans who sought merey,
half in despair prostruting themselves on the
earth, clasping the cold marble knces of the image
of God, supposing that mercy dwelt there. The
gods themselves were bound by iron fute, and
hence Cato said, **T xee no reason to trust the
gods, since our enemies triumph,” and Plutarch
says, * The best thing the gods can give is eternal
sleep.”  But Jesus says, * Every one that asketh
receiveth.”

By Way of Illustration.

Verse 2. ** Our Father.” This was a new
thought of God to the disciples. The name of
Father, as an address to God in prayer, does not
oceur in the Old Testament. The Jews had
thought of God as a king, a judge, a warrior, but
not as o loving Futher.  We nced this truth now.
What do modern philosophers tell us? Spinoza
suys that God is the universal substance. Eckhart

: * God is nothing, and God is something;
that which is something is also nothing. What
God is he is altogether.” 1 xhould like to sce
anybody go to work to disprove that statement,
Iegel says that *““pure being is pure nothing,”
which comes near to being pure nonsense. Renan
a long time ago wrote : ** Our Father, the Abyss!”
Our Father, the Abyss! Orphaned indeed must
he be who eun find ncither in the universe nor
ahove it any Father but an abyss, bottomless,
boundless, sightless, thoughtless.— Washington
Gladden,

Verses 2, 3. Dr. Lyman Abbott, in a sermon at
Cornell University, guve n Liberal’s version of the
Lord’s Prayer, * Our brethren which art on the
carth, hullowed be our name ; our kingdom come;
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our will be done on
We will get us this ¢
forgive no trespusse
We will fear no t
oursclves from evil,

forever,  Amen,”

Dr. Abbott then invited

with him in the Le
the contiast on the }

Verses 5-9,

neither God nor the devil,

furnish a forbidding

eternal,

Jefferson,

Verse 10,

The
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carth, for there is no heaven,
We will
8, for there is no forgiveness,
miptation, for we cun (e

and ours is the kingdom, and
ours is the power, and there iy no g

luy our duily bread,

hearers,

o chureh in bed

lory, and no

the audience to unite
rd’s Prayer, thus impressing

represents

liver

lle is brought in to

obstruetion over which im-
portunity is to triumph.  If that m
and luzy, can be induced to respond
how mueh more certainly will the Le;
reply to the entreatics of his children |
need of bread is not oy
order to obtain physieal ¢
sistent, they ought to be
If a farmer m
plowing, and a minc{ must dig
ging,and a musician must play an
und a scholar must study ang
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avenly Father
A man in

wsily discouraged, If in
omforts men are so per-
in seeking for treasures
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and keep on dig-
d keep on play ing,
1 keep on studying,
prayer keep on pray-

8 not immediately se-
hich he secks?—¢, E.

Two little girls were overheard talk-

ing about prayer. Onc asked : + Mary, does God

always answer our prayers 1"
does,” answered Mary, «
‘ yes,” und somietinies ho a

tian Advocate,

The answer to Paul’s
might be removed was the bestowal
which enabled him to endure the thorn,

Verses 11-13,

lence,

A good many men

their voices and stop there, and some
above a whisper. Isaiah Ry
have 1 desired thee,” Read what our §
suid about the kingdom of heaven sufferiy
Turn to Isa. 62, 7, and read the exhor
to % give God no rest " till his promises are

kept. Philoxophize about prayer no longer. Do

“Of course he

somctimes he answers
nswers, ‘ no," "— (hris-

Prayer that his thorn

TOREHOUSE
of grace
OPENED TO ALL.
pray with
never rise ASK ) RECEIVE,
: “With my soul SEEK aN® __ FIND. a5
our KNOCK -

nottry to find why God’s richest blessings are

conditioned on human supplication,
and receive the blessing., —/, Z. Hurlbut,

Whatsoever God gives to you in

Simply pray

a4 promise be

Blackboard,

TRUE PRAYER.

SPIRIT OF SONSHIP,
‘" Our Father,”
SPIRIT OF PEACE.
"As we forgive.”
SPIRIT OF DEPENDENCE,
“Qive us » .+ our daily bread,”
" Deliver us from evil,”

*‘ Whatsoever ye ask, believing, ye shall receiy

GOD,S GREAT PIRITUAL
—_—n

ENTER.

“Come now, for all things are ready,"

The Teachers’ Meeting.
Time, place, and other cir(‘umrmm-cs.,,,(I) A

model prayer; (2) Tl spirit of prayer; (3)The re-
sults of prayer,

thres common wants ; (1) Of ideas ; (2) of words ;

. dlow the Lord’s Prayer supplies

(3) of faith....Observe tie order of the petitions ;

sure to send back to him in g prayer.—Matthew
Henry,
References,
Frerman, Vers, 5, 6: Night traveling, 771,

Ver. 1: The family bedroom, 772,

resembling stones, 647,

Ver. 11 : Bread

(1) For God’s glory ; (2) Dominance of God's king-
dom ; (3) Accomplixhinent of Godl's willy (4) Iu-
tnan nourishment, forgiy eness, and
Conditions of heurt this

Forgiving temper; (2) Devotion to God's interests ;

deliverance
prayer presupposes: (1)

(8) Faith in spite ot probabilities. . .. The true doe-

I e
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trine of ** the fatherhood of God and the brother-
hood of man.”....Christ's purpose in illustrating
the need of importunity in prayer in a way o dis-
advantageous to himself....Oriental characteris-
ties illustrative of the parable (verses 5-8), und the
similes (verses 11, 12)—borrowing, loaflike stones,
shut deors, night travel, sleeping customs, ete....
Attributes of God sct forth by our Lord in this
passage. . .. Jesus taught his disciples how to pray :
(1) By an exemplary prayer; (2) By detailed in-
structions. Divide the prayer into petitions, and
the discourse which follows it into precepts, und
see the bearing of each precept upon each pe-
tition.

A.D. 29.] LESSON XII. FAITHFUL AND UNFAITI JLSERVA!

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.
Lord, we come before thee.
'Tis the blessed hour of prayer,
Come, my soul, thy suit prepure,
Sweet hour of prayer.
Lord, at thy merey seat.

No. 2,
Tlow sweet the place of p
Heavenly Father, grant thy blessing.
The praying spirit breathe,
Pray, without ceasing, pray.
Hear thou my prayer.

(March 22.

GOLDEN TEXT. Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled

with the Spirit,

Authorized Version.

Luke 12, 3718, [ Commit to memory verses 37,
38.)
[Read the ehapter, Luke 12.]

37 Blessed are those servants, whom the lord
when he cometh shall find wutelhing: verily T say
unto you, that he shall gird hit , and make
them to sit down to meat, and will come forth und
serve them.

38 And i he shall eome in the second wateh, or
come in the third wateh, and find ¢kem so, blessed
are those servants,

80 And this know, that if the goodman of the
house had known what hour the thief would come,
he would have watched, and not have suflered his
house to be broken through,

40 Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of
man cometh a hour when ye think not.

41 Then Po'ter said unto him, Lord, speakest
thou this parable unto us, or even to il ¢

42 And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful
and wise steward, whom Zis lord shall make ruler
over lis houschold, to give them their portion of
meat in due se !

43 Blessed ix that servant, whom his lord when
he cometh shall find so duing,

44 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make
him ruler over all that he hath,

45 But and if that servant say in his heart, My
lord delayeth his coming: and shall begin to beut
the menservants and maidens, and to eat and
drink, and to be drunker

46 The lord of that servant will come in a day
when he looketh not for Aim, and at an hour when
he is not aware, and will ent him in sunder, and
will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers,

47 And that servant, which knew his lord’s will,
and prepared not Aimaelf, neither did according to
his will, shall be beaten' with many sfripes.

48 Bat he that knew not, and did commit things
worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes.
For unto whomsoever much is given, of him n{mll
be much required ; and to whom men have com-
mitted mueh, of him they will ask the more,

Eph. 5. 18

Revised Version.

7 Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when

he cometh shall find watching: verily 1 say
unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make
them it down to meat, and shall come and
serve then. And it he shall come in the second
wateh, and it in the third, and find them so,
blessed are those servants.  But know this, that
i the master of the house had known in what
hour the thiet wus coming, he would have
watched, and not have left his house to be
broken through, Be ye also ready : for in an
Liour that ye think not the Son of man eometh,

And Pe'ter said, Lord, speakest thou this

able unto us, or even unto all?  And the
Lord said, Who then is the faithful and wise
steward, whom his lord shall set over his house
hold, to give them their portion of food in due

43 scason? Blessed is that servant, whom his lord

when he cometh sha® find xo doing. Of a truth
I say unto you, that he will set him over ull

5 that he hath,  But it that servant shall say in

his heart, My lord delayeth his coming i and
shall begin to beat the menservants and the
maidservants, and to eat and drink, and to be

3 drunken § the lord of that servant shall come in

a day when he expeeteth not, and in an hour
when he knoweth not, and shall eut him asun
dery and appoint his portion with the unfuith-
ful.  And that servant, which knew his lord’s
will, and made not ready, nor did according to
his will, shall be beaten with many stripes; but
he that knew not, and did things worthy of
stripes, shall be beaten with fow stripes. And
to whomsoever much is given, of him shall
much be required : and to whom they commit
much, of him will they ask the more.
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TIME.—A. D. 29,
Jordun,
lem whero the sermon recorded i
dclivercd cannot bo determined,

HOME READINGS,

M. Faithiul anc

3748,
Tu. Need of watelifulnoss,” Matt. 24, 42-51,
W. Ready and unready. Matt, 95, 1-13,
Th. Bo watchful, Rev. 8. 1-6,
F. Wulking wisely. Eph, 5. 6-21,
8. True service. Eph. 6. 1-9,
8. Reward of integrity. 1lsa, 83, 13-17.

1 Unfaithful Sorvants, Luko 12,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 40, New Canadian Hymnal.

He leadeth me! oh, blessed thought.

No. 335, Now Canadian Hymnal,

Homes there are of want and sorrow.

No. 338, New Canadian Hymnal.
See, the Church of Christ arises.

‘QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
L. Faithful Servants, v, 87-44,

Auainst what two sins did Josus warn the dis-
<iples?  (Vorses 1, 10.)

By what parable did he warn them
etousness (Verses 13-21,)

Wit lesson of trust did he enj
30.)

Wiiat did he bid the
What servants are

ngainst cov-

oin? (Vorses 22—

m to seck firsst 7 (Verse 31.) |
always blessed ?
How will their master honor them 1
How is their fuithfulness shown ?
How can one secure his liouse against a thief?
What is everyone's duty, und why 7
What question did Petor ask ?
With what question did the Lord reply 1
What blessing did ho pronounce
What reward would come to that sorvant 1
What reward is sure to God's faithful servant 7
Matt, 25, 21,)
2. Wicked Servants, v. 45-48,
Wit evil deeds would a wicked servant do?
Why would he thus act?
What counsel is given in the GoLpew Texr?
How would he be suddenly surprised ?
What fate would befull him ?
Upon whom will many stripes fall ?
Who will exeape with few stripes?
Why will the servants be thus treatod 1

NSUNDAY SCHOOL BA NNER,

Pl.A('E.—l'cn'u, beyond
The exaet place in the Journey to Jerusa-

n this chapter was
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What is the test of fuithfulness and unfuithful-

ness?  (Luke 16, 10,)

What did Jesus come to give to
(Varses 49, 51.)

What did he say about signs?  (Verses 54-57.)

the carth?

Practical Teachings.
Whore in this lesson are we taught—
L. The duty of faithfulness ?
2. The reward of fuithfulness 1
3. The peril of unfaithfulness ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Verses 37.44.,

87. Aguinst what are we to watch? To what
did Jesus compare the fuvor he would show to
faithful servants?

38, How did Jews and Romans divide the night?

39. What two points did Jesus convey by com-
paving his coming to that of a thief? Why mighs
the sides of a house be broken through ?

40. Tow can we be alw ays ready

42. What question did Jesus ask about a wise
servant?  Over what was he made ruler? To
whom does this parable refer{ Why does God
make ono greater than another?

43. How did the scrvant show his wisdom ?

44. What would be his reward ?

2. Verses 4548,

45. What will an evil servant say to himself?
When does doubt begin? What effect would this
doubt have on his conduet ? What sins aro most
common in rulers ?

46. Will doubt hinder Christ’s coming? What
punishent will come on evil servants
47. What will determine the amount of punish-

| ment?

48. When ix ignorance a sin ¢

Teachings of the Lesson.

Jewus i certainly coming again. 1If we really ex-
pect him any minute we shall try to get ourselves
and others ready for his coming. Ile will como whon
not expected.  We are to work while we watch,
We should be kind in our treatment of others,
Weshould live eucl day as if we knew it would be
our last. Eternity muy hang on an instant, The
greater one's light the greater the punishment if it
be neglected. God will weigh well all that can
lessen or increase guilt,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER

SCHOLARS.
What was one of the ways in which Jesns
taught ?
Whe

re did he teach the people one day ¢
What wus one of his stories about ?
Why do you think he told this story 1
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Did Jesus love the rich more than the poor? for him¢ These bodies and minds and
How do good servants wateh for their master? spirits,

Is the muster pleased to find a servant faithtul ? Something 1o Remombei=

Who is our Mastert

Does he know if we are watehing against sin ¢
For whose coming does Jesus bid us wuteh ¢ ready to meet him,

What servant is ** blessed ¢ A good servant does his duty whether the master
What servant will be punished sees or not,

Who will be punished the most severely ¥ God sees us all the time, and he is pleased when

What has our Master given us to tuke care of | we remember it.

If Jesus is coming again 1 must wateh and be

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement,

It is best to date this lesson from the latter part of the year 20, shortly after the last lesson.
The words of both were spoken in Pe va, while our Lord was on hix last journey to Jerusalem,  Pharisces
had been sent down from the capital to entrap him. At wdinner given by a Percan Pharisee their nili-
cious intent beecume apparent,  The exposure, indictment, and denunciation addiessed by our Lord to
this Pharisuic order eonstitute the most remarkable after-dinner speech on record.  Meantime the erowd,
aware of the contest, und expeeting u great discourse, had multiplied until it seemed to reach myriads,
that ix, tens of thousunds,  The discourse which followed is one of the three most important ¢hronicled
by the evangelists.  Part of it was addressed to the inner eirele of the disciples.  Such warnings as are
here given were uttered by our Lord many times. The very words were some of them repeated on the
afternoon of the Tuc~day before the passover, after Jesus turned from the temple for the last time.  The
keynote of the warning on both oceasions is the word * Wuteh.”  Ile bids his disciples remenmber that-
his kingdom was to be like o household whose master is absent, and whose servauts are left with their
several duites to he done hour by hour until at some moment, unknown and unexpected, their lord re-
turnx,  So stands Christ’s Church in expeetant attitude, busy with present duties, but with face up-
lifted toward the heavens, and ever responding, * Even soj come, Lord Jesus.”  Fuithful servants,
says our Lord, shall be so honored by their delighted master that he will do menial service for them s
for revered and beloved guests,  KEvery steward should wateh for the time when his aceounts shall be
called for; every houscholder should watch for the hour when the thief may come; every Christian
should watch for the coming of the Son of man.  Mystical language was all this, and Peter wondered
whethier it contuined a general truth or some peculiar revelution to the little knot of disciples. As an
answer to hix question Christ tells another story, the kernel of which is contained in that startling text,
“ What I say unto you [ say unto all, Wateh,” In proportion to our endowment and opportunities ure

our responeibilitics,

Verse 37. Blessed. ‘‘ llappy.” The lord. | hardly be over before the end of the first wateh.
‘The absent master, referred to in verse 36.  Shall | All watehing implies uncertainty as to what the
find watching. With all duties done or doing. | next hour may bring—a truth emphasized in the
There is, however, an idle, merely inquisitive | next verse. Often the Eastern peasant has to go
watching which is not blessed, but cursed. No | to his plow with the sword hanging on his thigh
“master” is pleased by lack of work. Alertness, | and a gun flung on his back—* wutehing” he-
diligence, and reandiness are the qualities here | cause of enemies who scour the land. But he is
praised. Shall gird himself. One of the most | not in more imminent danger than are most Chris-
extraordinary of our Lord’s promises is this; and | tians from their spiritual enemy. And though, in
none the less forcible beeause given in a parable | this passage, the coming of the Son of man is given
and by implication, The returning Master will | as the prime eause for watehing, the warning looks
treat his servants as distinguished guests, for in the | to the other reason also. We are to wateh over our-
Eaxt, when a host would do hisx visitors speeinl | selves, to keep our spiritual nature alert; against
honor, he * girds himself** and performs duties or- | temptation, that our adversary may not obtain ad
dinarily done by the servants, vantage over us; in the doty which our Master has

38. If he shall come in the second | intrusted to us: and for the coming of the Lord.
watch, or come in the third watch. In | Our duty is not constantly to talk of Christ’s see-
the heart of the night.  Roman guardsmen wereon | ond eoming, certainly not to refrain from ordinary
duty from ahout six in the evening till nine, from | business, but every moment to do his will,
nine till midnight, from midnight till three, and 39. This know. *“You cannot know the
from three till about xix in the morning. These | hour; hut you may know this.” The goodman.
were the four * watches.” The banquet would | The householder. The thief would come.
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e e
Christ repeatedly compares the unexpectedness of
his sceond coming o the approach of thicefy, und
the upostles use the sume comparison (1 Thess, 5,
25 2 Peter 8. 10), His house to be broken

through, Literully, * to be digged through,” for
in the Orient Louses are often buily

of mud
cement, through whicl o burglar could dig his way
more caxily thun he could foree the door,
40. The Son of man cometh,
three senses in whic
Christ eame in the
the new

There are
b this expression is used ; (1)
end of the Jewish state, when
dispensation finully took the pluce of the
old; (2) Ile will come in the final success of the
Gorpely when all the earth shall be evangelized ;
(8) He will come finully, to be seen by all mankind,
It we are ever tempted to regard certuin utt,
of some who emphasize this precious doctrine
extravagancies and follies, how mueh more extruv
gant and teolish are we iff weignore it !
Chirist will eome, in body or in rit, we do not
Presunic to say, but that he will comie is certain,
When ye think not. Is it not hazardous then,
for any man to compute cither the day, the year, or
even the century when Christ will come? But it
is moi¢ foolish, in the light of Scripture, to declare
that he will not come,

res

us
a-

Just how

|
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Version, “will set him over wll that he hath,”
Thus in the purable of the tulents the fuithful
ervant has his reward,  But low can cach of
fuithful ones be ruler over allt Simply in the fues
that in the kingdom of God cuch recipient enjoys
the benefit of all the others' bl 148,

45. Say in his heart, Evil thinking is sim-
Py evil speaking in the heart, My lord delay.
eth his coming.  Thinking that his abrent
master cannot or will not eqll hLim to teeount, he
begins to transgress hLis communds, to negleet duty,
to use hix position for his own advantage, and to

Suel iy the professed
o8 unworthily, or uses
his own advantage,
menservants and

wrong his fellow-servants,
diseiple of Christ who Jiy
office in the Churels for
Shall begin to beat the
maidens. Prinarily, the application may be to
chureh officials, or some Popes and bishops, who
“lord it over Christ's heritage” and w rong those
under them. But there is a wider reference to al)
mien, for all men gre equally responsible 1o God,
and our fellow-men are To
be drunken, Not only doing wrong to God’s
opportunities given by
£ an animal existence,

our fellow-servants,

41. Then Peter said. The
twehe were often voiced by Peter,
presence of the multitude,

42. Faithful and wise steward, E
Christian is o steward of God. The
ful and foolish thing any ste
lexsly to dikregard the authority of his master,
fuithful and wise servang of
more conecrned ubout the

recognition.  His lord shall make
his houschold,
mukes him steward,

genius, position, or we
trol over others is in o fur placed over the

of hintrust,”— 44dott,

to all about us—of our wealth, of our w isdom, of
our love, of our experienee,

43. Blessed is that servant, Il¢
blessed in his own exquisite happiness in having
done hix Master's will, W hen he cometh,
workman who ix doing well u fine work is pleascd
to hear the footsteps of his cmployer,
ing may be quite une

shall be

Ilis appear-

xpected, but the competent

workman is not friehtened or embarrassed, 1le
has nothing to eane He rather enjoys the elose
serutiny of lix work by his master. The co-
worker with God must do thorough work, Ile

cannot dally in seeret with what he condemns in
publie. 1lis Employer sees Al —Gobin,

44, e will make him ruler, Revised

questions of the

Our Lord
frequently Kpecially addressed his disciples in the

ery
most unfuith-
ward can do is reck-
A
God will be mueh
will of God than about
popular opinion, business expedieney, or social
ler over
The “lord” does this when he

“ Whoever by reason of
ulth has influence or con-
m, and
is accountable to his Lord for the administration
Their portion of meat,
It in the duty of euch of us to give of what we have

| phrase “gsepvang

Thus three sing uid ut the door of this evil Kery-

ant: unbelief, pride, and pleasure seeking. There
have been periods in the history of the Churely on
carth when this was but o fuint picture of ity con-
dition,
46. The lord of that servant,
rvant has a lord, even though he does not know
it Will come, M, ay disbelieve in Chriwy's
coming, but thejr disbelief will not prevent it.
Will cut him in sunder. The customs of the
ancient world, by which men were sometimes sawn
axunder, are used to represent the wpiritunl penal-
ties which eannot be understood on our bodily state,
His portion with the unbelievers, Men who
pretended toa godliness whieh they did not possess,

47, Knew his lord?s will,  Either actually,
from received information, or virtually,
the information was within lis reach,
not himself, For Lis lorg’
Beaten with many stri
that responsihility is aceording to the kuowledge
of the erimingl, There are, thercfore, degrees of
punishment as well as grades of glory,

48, But he that knew not. Thu is, knew
but partially, for some knowledge is implied in the
[of Christ], and his being liable
to punishment at all,  The cuse supposed is that of
one who did what he knew, without special revela-
tion, by the light of common sense and duty, to be
contrary to his duty as g servant,  Shall be
beaten. He is heaten beeanse he sinned against
lizht; he is less beaten heeg

ause he had less light,
Much . . . given ¢+ « « much required. The
wmiversal law Iving at the

foundation of the prin-
ciples just laid down,

The wicked

beeause
Prepared
s return to judgment,
Pes.  On the principle

D——
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CRITICAL NOTES.

L]
Verse 37. In the background is the wed-
ding or feast to which a muster has gone,  le is

coming buck. On this Jesus builds a represen- |

tation of his coming again and the rewurd he will
then give his watehtul servants. Shall girvd

himself, In thut duy the Lord will reverse the |

ordinary relutions between him and his disciples.

With tenderness und love he will take the place of |

aservant, and will minister to them in the heav- |
enly feast. And will come forth. Drawing |

near, the Lord paints the picture in minute detail,
Ho will “come forward ” among them, to mingle
with them and attend to the needs of each one

seated at the heavenly bunquet. Compare the |

washing of the disciples’ feet (John 13, 1),

38. Ifhe shall come. If!Itisnot certain that |

he will ; he may come between watehies.  All arith-
metical caleulations on heavenly things have their
origin in curiosity and are of doubtful picty. The
true looking for the Lord is not in gazing at the
hoavens or watching the war bulletine  from
Europe, but in being prepared if he should come.

prineiples for his ministers, These are they whom
lie has set over lis houschold w0 give to his

rvants their portion.  Fidehty must be a char-
ucteristie of the true minister,  Faithful to the
trust reposed i him in ing for the Lord's
Liouse, und wise in the administration of his stow-
ardship.

43. So doing. Thus employed, doing his
work regularly, impartially, zealously. Duty lov-
ingly performed, and not fitful exploits of un ox-
traordinary churacter, is what the Lord and Master
asks at our hands,

44. Theintimation is that in the future world

Lere will be a similar sphere of activity. He

I make him ruler over all that he hath.
Over all his property. Faithful in this work, he
will develop eapacity for higher work, and will be
rewarded unceording to the fitness of things by
heing placed in high honor s an example of duty

| well done.

Preparation is looking. In the second watch.
| plays the tyrant over the servants. To beat.

The night was divided into four watches (Matt.
14. 25; Murk 13. 35). The first wateh is not
named, probably because the wedding is in that
wateh § nor is the fourth, beeause that would be a
long delayed hour. But our Lord mentions the

seoond and third beeause these are the hours when |

watehfulness is most needed.  The third wateh was
from twelve till three, the midnight hours, when
people are in decp sleep.  Crises in life occur
somehow at the unlooked-for hour.

39. A changeof figure. Ifthe goodman ...

had known. This form ofthe hypothesis iniplics |
that he did not know, and meuns ““if he had any |
warning or intimation.” The coming will be sud- ‘
den. The thief, Underthe same imagethe unex- |
pected coming of the Lord is described in 1 Thess, ‘

5.2; 2 Peter3, 10 ; Rev. 16. 15. Broken through.
Dug through, us could be casily done in mud or
clay walls, to which the reference is (Ezek. 8. 8,
12). In this ropresentation the disciples are the
houscholder and the Lord is the midnight marau-
der, who is watehful of the watehfulness of those
within the house.~

40. Be ye therefore ready also, What he
said to them he says to all.  The day of his com-
ing no one knows, Knowledge of it would inter-
fore witl moral character.  The true child of God
prepares for the coming of his Lord if he should
nover come just s carefully as if he knew the
minute when the rap would be heard on the door.
This much we know, that when our Lord does
eome he will not be expected.

42. Faithful and wise steward. The

vorse shows that our Lord is laying down some |

45, This seems prophctic of spiritual tyranny,
Assuming that the steward is the owner, and that
the master is far off and will not come, the steward
To aet s judge, inflicting punishments or en-
gaging in persccutions. Theidea looks, scemingly,
at assumptions of civil power. Eat ¢ o o drink
« « » bedrunken. Giving himself up to luxury
and immorality. A tyrant in the houschold,
forcing his laws by inhuman punishments, but a
sluve to lust and all debauchery, and without foar
that any power is near to make him answor for his
iniquity and perversion of office.

46. But God is not far off. Suddenly the lord
will come, and will cut him in sunder. Com-
pare with Rev, 19, 20; 21. 8; 2 Thess, 2. 8.

47. Knew his lord’s will. By any
means, whether by direet teaching or by instrue-
tion of any kind ; if he knew that it was tho Lord’s
command that he should keep well the house, be
watehful, diligent, faithful. And prepared
not—neglected to do the things he knew le
ought to have done—he shall be beaten with
many stripes, Divine justice will give equity
Punishment is graded to ability to know and to
do.

48, Knew not. He who had no access to the
divine revelation ; did not know what was ox-
peeted of himj was in no situation whero ho
might learn the precise requirements of his Mastor ;

| yet, nevertheless, did commit things worthy

of stripes, for that he shall be punished. He is
beaten for what he did know was wrong hy the
sense of right and wrong in his heart, and for that,
rather than for what he did not know, he shall ve-
ccive his commicnsurate number of stripes, God
is just.
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Temptations from Christ’s Absence,
I. To NEerecr,
Blessed ... .find watching, L)
Wateh therefore,
Wateh und pray.
11 To leNorance,
When ye think not. v, 89, 40,
Be ot ignorant, 2 p,
Ye....not in darkn,
IIL. To UnpELiks,
My lord delayeth, v, 45,
Believe alie. 2 Thess, 2. 9-11,
Bome shall de 1 Tim, 4. 1,
1V. To SeLrisnness,
Lo beat the menservants, v, 45,
Must not strive. 2 Tim, o, 24,
Exulteth himself above ull, 2 Thess, 2. 4,
V. To Arperire,
Eat and drink....drunken, . 45,
Be kober: be vigilant. 1 Peter 5, 8,
Walk honestly. Rom, 13, 13,

t.
Mark

1 Thess. 5, 4,

Thoughts for Young People,
““ Watch,”

1. We should wateh Jor the Lord’
trying to find when he will come,
ways in readiness for his coming,

2s We should wateh as servants and v
Christ over his cause, whicl
keeping, Every one of us is, in BOme sens
* ruler over the household  of our ubsent L

3. We should wateh Jor opportuniti
good to our fellow-men, espeeially to those who are
our fellow-servants toward Christ,

4. We should watch against unbelizf, which is in
danger of rising in our hearts because Christ di
not come and his cause does not scem to be under
his eare, To the cye of most men the Lord
not keem to wateh over his Churely,

8. We should watch against selfishness and pride
and the spirit of self: ceking, und against regarding
the world us made for ug, and men as existing for
our ecommands,

6. We should watch against living for pleasure
merely.  God has placed life in our keeping not
for selfish enjoyment, but for the doing of good,

8 coming ; not
but living al-

tewards of
h e has left in our

o doing

does

Lesson Word-Pictures,
Faithful.
ze of the door,

His lord has not come from the wedding, When
Lis lord may come, when his knoek will be heard
at the door, Faithful cannot suy, but he will be
watching,

Hark |

Was that a kuock

His name is
e has ehs
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e
brush of the wind pust the los-

No, only u harsh
tice ut the window,
Not time yet for the sound
ng.
ful watches patiently,

porter, he has a very high ideal us to his

1 of the masters.

duty

He never spares himself:
confess that bie is tired,
ough und vigilunt,

But while be asks much of Faithful,
beautiful robe of ¢l
for use any time,
throw it over the

Faithful is v
much; he makes
himself,

e is never ready to
e is lonest and thor-

he has
rity that he keeps in readiness
y and he likes to take it out and
deficiencics of his fellow -servants,
trict with Fuithful, 1le expoeots
no concessions in dealing with

A fellow-servant may bring
wine. The words of iny itation
* You must be chilled,
tuke this.”

No, he eannot take it,

There is o beekon to
charms him not,

e thinks, “ What it o
I be drowsy with wine ¢

He must have a elear head,

He must have a keen cur
ceho of that expeeted knock

Hark !

No sound us yet.
over, and no knoek Le

The sceond goes by,

The third has come,

Hark !

There is the sound of Steps.,
of voices,

Fuithful a glass of
are very plausible ;
You must be faint. Ploase

ts erimson flash, but it

Yy lord should come and

and listen for the first

.

What if the first wateh be

heard ? Faithful stil) Waits,
Still waiting,

There is the echo
The watehed-for knock rings through
the house,

Iis lord has come, aud Faithful opens the
door !

There is the w edding procession |

1is lord steps before Faithful
within,

Anud now Fuithtul is ushered into th
room. lle is made
Iis very master

» Who ushers him

e banques
to recline upon the couches,
girds himself us if o servant, and
crowns the obedienee of Fuithful with his loving
ministry,

The wakefulness of Fuithful is so different from
the slumber of the muster of o liouse near by, "The
master was sleeping while a thief wus ereeping
up to the wall of the house, It was reached,
and can you not hear the sound of a cautious
breaking througl the wull ¢

Still the master slept !

The robber tried to denden his blows. Il¢
worked more curcfully, Al he made a hole hig
enough to let his wriggling body through as if a
snake,

Still the master slept !

e




170 SUNDAY SCIIOOL BANNER,

[March 22.

When within, the burglar softly wriggled round
from room to room, noisclessly wound his long,
sinuous arms about his plunder, and without a
sound wriggled his way out of the hole in the
wall,

Tho master finally awoke to find that his gold
and silver and precious stones had been borne
away |

If ho had thought this would happen that night,
how he would have watched !

In another home, what luck of vigilance! It is
a houso that is a manxion, The service is amplo
enough to need the ove 1t of a steward.

Be vigilunt, O steward, in the master’s absenco !
The master may return any moment,

But what a slighting of responsibility !

There is no sound of the muster's step along the
walk, no ccho of a kuock at the door,

Upon the banquet table sct the sparkling wine !
Lot caro Lo exiled ! Drown duty in drink !

O what a sceno of shameless rioting ! Theo wine
mounts to tho brain. There is the uproar of u
houschold quarrel, The servants are beaten.  There
is o staggering steward in the banqacet hall,  Gay
revelers are his companions,  The night is hideous
with the bucchanalian shouts,

Suddenly, what sound of a knock echoes at the
negleetod door? It is the summons of the lord of
the mansion. It penetrates to the banquet room.
There is confusion of fuce. There aro shame, dis-
grace, punishmont, a * portion with tho unbe-
lievors,”

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The ocontext shows, with the text, two oriental
features of socioty on which is based the foree of
boing always ready for the unknown hour of
Christ's coming, Tho first is that of the bridal
party, whose movements ean never be timed with
accurney, The other has reference to watching
against thicves and robbers, There aro several
distinctive features here. The * breaking through»
of the house would not have reference to forcing
locks, doors, or windows. Oriental houses are
often of unbaked, only sundried clay walls, and
theso have no foundations or so much as a trench,
tho wall beingset on the surface of the ground. It
is not unusual for burglars to dig, from the outside
of tho wall, a trench lurge enough to admit the
body of & man, which they extend under the wall
and end in tho court or square around which tho
several apartments are erected.  Ience, as long
back as tho days of Moses (Exod. 22, 2), u thief is
spoken of as * breaking up,” not breaking in.

Anather reason for not approaching by thie door
is that tho watchman is usually posted at that part
of the premises, where he sleeps on a raised bed,
ready to stir at the first sound.

The rowarding of the servauts and the serving

of them by the master are peculiar metaphors, In
the Roman Saturnalia good and bad sorvants were
served alike by the master, but the Hebrow ous-
tom was that the servants were to have a sharo in
all sacred feasts, Some have supposod that
Julius [ substituted Christmas to displaco the Ro-
man festival of the Saturnalia, av which feust, hold
at the end of the year, all public business, schools,
and courts were suspended ; no eriminals wore pun-
ished ; slaves, both good and bad, wore tho cap of
freedom, had unlimited freedom of speech, donnod
the garments of their masters, sat at table, and wore
served by their masters,

The house steward here named was midway
between the family and the servants, or sluves.
e might be a slave himself, for intelligont and
cven eultured people came into slavery, and whon
they had the ability and proved worthy wore
placed in charge of lurge commerciul and othor
ventures, being made ruler over many things, and
over many other employces,

The master had the power of life and doath ovor
his slaves, subjeet to no restraint or appeal what-
ever.  Among the many modes of Eastern punish-
ment was that in which the person was sawn in
two.  The master might order his servant * cut
asunder,” or he might beat him with many
stripes.  The law restrieted public punishment of
this kind to forty stripes with a threo-thonged
whip; but if the exceutioner made a miscount and
excecded the number he himself was punished ;
hence the custom was to come one short of tho full
number and give thirty-nine, or, as Paul statos it,
‘forty stripes save one.”

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 37-39. David ITume, the skeptic, said of
John Brown of Iladdington, “I like him; he
speaks as though Jesus Christ stood at his elbow,™

[arrict Beeeher Stowo hasalittlo story of u villuge
to which the news has been brought that Josus
Christ is coming that night to claim his own.
And a woman goes home to tell her husbund, and
ut onee he is distressed, Ile has lived au entiroly
worldly, selfish life, and at once he is alarmed.
Ilo says: *“This is very unfortunate. Why
should he come? I do not wish to sco him.
What will become of my property ¥ I havo nover
thought of this contingeney. Ile must not como,”
The wife, glad and thankful, goos to moeet hor
Lord, It is to her the best of nows, bocause sho
has been a faithful steward,

A poor widow in the village, whose lifo has boen
one of trust and struggle, hears tho moessage, and
shie hastens home to tell her ehildren thatthe hard
days aro forever over, Soon they will look into
the faco of the Christ whom they have trusted, and
will hear his loving voice. Great joy is thoirs.
They are ready for their Lord’s coming.
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Verse 40. A wminister determined to preach |
from the toxt, “Now is the duy of salvation,”
Whilo in his study, thinking,
dreamod that he wus carried into hell, und sot
down in the midst of 4 concluve of lost spirits,
They are devising means to get the wouls of mon,
Ono aroso and said, “T will go to the carth and
tell men that the Bible is ull a fable,” No, thut
would not do.  Another said, “Let mo go; [ will
tell men that there is no God
heaven, no hell,” * No, we cannot mako men
believe that.” At lust ono said, “1 will tell them !
that there is a God, a heaven, yes, and a liell too;
but T will tell them that thero is no hurry, To- |
morrow will bo oven as to-day.”  And they sont |
bim.—Biblical Treasury, |

Verses 41-48, Danicl Webster was onco asked, |
“What is the most important thought you over |
-entertained,”  Jlo replied, after a momont's re- |
fleetion, “The most important thought T ever had
was my individual responsibility to God,”

Verse 48. A servant was to be
of o share of ler master's property whilo ho
should be abroad, Which shall I leave with
you?®” asked the master, “the big, fine house in

y he fell asloep and

s no Baviour, no

loft in charge
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No. 2.
Forthi in thy name,
The rock that is higher than I,
Whenever trinls press my soul,
Draw me to thee,
Be with me every moment,

Blackboard,

the city, or the little country house ?"

“The little country house,” sho answered, T
be sure there is honor in being intrustod with the
clegant houso, and it would be fine to live in, hut, |
you see, thero is %o much to bo rendered back to
youingood order by and by. A big responxibility
#oes with tho big house, and T don't want it," '

A willionaire’s wealth is fine in this world, but |

shall wo want to meot the responsibility of the
stewardship by and by ?

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Dereribo the departuro of Jesus from the

temple, |
and give an account of his discourse on the Mount

FAITHFUL SERVICE.

WISE | WICKED
SERVANTS

Atchinc. | DRUNKEN.
THE LORD COMES
BRINGING
BLESSING. | SEPARATION.
WHICH SHALL | RECEIVE?

of Olives....Show in what senses he usod the ex-
prossion, * Coming of the Lord.”....Find in this

lesson and tho verses of the context what wo are to
wateh for, and what wo are to watch against. . ..
What #hould bo our spirit in looking for the com-
ing of Christ?1....Ilow should wo act in view of
it?....What sing are wo warned sgainst in this
lesson?.... Traits of the true servant: (1) Ilo is
watehful; (2) Ile is faithful ; (3) o is o 30; (4) Ilo
is congiderato (5) He is temperate; (6) Ho is
rowarded,

OFTIONAL HYMNS,

SELF-CONTROL

IN SPITE OF
EMPTATIONS, l OUBTS,
RIALS, ISCOURAGEMENTS,

AIT,
ATCH,
ORK,

THE LORD WILL COME.
**Be filled with the Spirit,"

Noi 1
Holy Bpirit, faithful guide,
Precious promise,
Guide nie, O thon great Jehovah,
Yicld not to tempration,
Will Jesus find us w atching?

Freemaw, Ver, 88:
42: Tho steward, 781,

References,

Night watches, 743, Ver,
Ver. 46 Suwing asunder,
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| March 29.+

FIRST QUARTERLY REVIEW,

[March 29.

GOLDEN TEXT. Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of

man also confess before the angels of God. Luke 12, 8,

WHERE FOUND. TITLE,

J.

R

. Luks
. Luke 10, 25
11. Luke 11. 1-1
__ 12 Luke R
TIME.—From the announc
B. C. 6, till near the close of the third year of
Christ’s ministry, A. D. 20, PLACES.—Two
in Jerusalem; one in the valley of the Jordan;
two in Nuazarcth; three in Capernaum; one on
Horus of Iattin; one in Nain; one near Cmesaren
Philippi; two in Perea; and one (probably) in
Bethany,

harias,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 158, New Canadian Hymnal.

Jesus, and shall it ever be.

No. 133, New Canadian Hymnal.

Now just a word for Jesus.

No. 139, New Canadian Hymnal.
Jesus, thy Blood and Righteousness.
QUESTIONS.

1. Give the names of the parents of John the
Baptist, What is said of their piety? What was
Zacharias doing when the angel appeared unto him ¢
From what must Joln abstuin?  How should he
prepare the way of the Lord?  GoLpen TexT.

2. How did Joseph and Mary keep the passover?
How long did they scarch for Jesust Where did
they find him? What doing? What did he say
bout? Gorvex Texr. .
et Personage was expected?  What
did John consider himself unworthy to dot  Dif-
ference between John's baptism and Christ’s?
What was Christ to do with wheat and chatl'?
Why was John made prisoner? Two things hap-
pened at the baptism of Jesus—what were they ?
GoLpeN TEXT.

4. Where did Jesus spend one notable 8abbath
From what roll did he read? Six things that the
Christ was forctoldtodo?  What did Jesus’s hear-
ers marvel at?  Gorpex Texr,

5. What sort of an invalid was brought to the
Baviour? Ilow did his friends show faith? Why
did they take him to the housctop? Why wero

The F. of C.

GOLDEN TEXT.

Thou shalt go before
Jesus increased in—
Behold the Lamb of—
His word was

The 8on of man—
‘Why call ye me—
They gloritled God—
Fear not : believe—
This is my beloved—
Thou shalt love the—
Ask, and it shall -
Be not drunk with—

the P!
were done for the sick man?  Gorpen Texr,

6. What lesson should we learn from the mote
and the benm?  What should we do before we
find fault with others? llow is a tree knownt
How is a Christian known? What is the men
like who hears Christ’s sayings and obeys them?
What is he like who hears and neglects to obey ¢
GoLpen TexT.

7. Why did the elders of the Jews favor a certain
centurion? What person, dear to the eenturion’s
heart, was “* ready to die?”  What did the eentu-
rion think about the Lord’s power to cure diseaso ¢
What did Jesus say about his faith?  What did
Jesus meet at Nain? What did he say to the
widowed mother? What did he say to the young
man who had died ¢

8. Who wus Jairns? Why did he ask Jesus to
go to his home? What message came from Jairus's
home before the Master 'reached it? What did
Jesus suy to Juirus? What did he say to the
mourners?  What did he say to the dead maiden

9. What three opinions were held about Jesus ¥
What did Peter say about him?  What three things
must he do who would come after Jesus?  What
happens to him who loses his life? What about
him who is ushumed?  Gorpen Texm.

10. What did a certain lawyer ask? Tlow did
the lawyer answer his own question? What did
Jesus say? What happened to a man who was
Jjourneying to Jerichot Who passed him by?
Who helped him, and how?  Which of these three
was a neighbor?  What did Jesus say ?

11, What did the man say whose friend wanted
to borrow loaves at midnight? What made that
man change his mind ¢ What about asking, scek-
ing, and knockingt What three things might a
hungry boy axk for?- What will our heavenly
Futher give to us if we ask it?

12. What was the duty of the servants whoso
lord was absent? What is our duty ¥ What will
the Lord do to the servant whom he finds watch-
ing? What will be required of him to whom much
is given? Gorpen Texr, :

18. What is the GoLpen Texr for the quarter?
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Teachings of the Lessons.
Children should give purents joy.,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

B

We must

spend youth right it we would be useful men and

women.  God will give speei

We should attend the sery
When healed by Christ people will know it,
what Christ says will pay in the future,
Jesus in trouble,
cian,
is due to all who ne
Live every day as if' it were the lust,

We bear the eross for Christ,

Blackboard,

“REVIEW :-

[1-26{XI LUKE II.
41-49 IXII LUKE |2

. o —

uvors to the good.
es of God's house,
Doing
Go to
Have faith in the good Physi-
Our kindness
Earnest prayer prevails,

Tobacco.

TE greatest count aguinst tobaceo is that it i
the chief ereator of hubits of dvinki ntoxicants,
This costs our country over two billions

ayear—a
sum whicb, if spent for useful produets of labor
and capital, would practically prove that * under
consumption,” far more than “overproduetion,”
| or than silver and taviff mistakes all combined, is
the cause of “hard times.” The retail tobacco
bill in itself is several hundred millions a year in
addition to these billions,
1 After using tobacco over two decs es, the facts
| which came to the writer in his work as a political
| economist compelled him, as a matter of con-
science, to abandon it.

A large shave of nervous diseuses of women
| inheritance:

are
‘ The Lon-
| don Lancet said : * No smoker can be a well man,”
| In a recent issue of the Union Signal 1 published
( a card show by testimonies of eminent physi-
J
|
|

from tobacco-using sires,

cians and navigators, that tobaceo did not prevent
contagious diseases, as many suppose, but its non.
Tobaceo is
the taproot of much of the diphtheria, sudden
| death

use is actually a condition of sufety,

heart dis

by ase, cancers, and nervous

troubles of our day, including insanity and epi-

) lepsy. No wonder that France, by advice of its

highes

scientists, is taking vigorous sleps against

| it as a politico-economic measure,

JESUS THE SON OF MAN

ANNOUNCED
TO JEWS. | TO ALL.

GROWING
STATURE.

WORKING
WORDS OF | WORKS OF
POWER.

HELPING

HEALTH 10 SICK. | LIFE To DEAD.
TEACHING

BE DOERS. |BE PRAYERFUL.
BE WATCHFUL.

WISDOM. FAVOR.

CONFESS HIM AND BE RECEIVED.

| national legislation prohi
| should be sought.

Among the remedies are education along the
above and kindred lines and antitobaceo pledges
from children; enforcement of existing  laws
against giving or selling tol
and securing still more sty

cco to boys or girly,
Zent laws in the same
direction ; laws also punishing minors for using

it; enforcing notices in railway waiting rooms
and other public places against tobaceo, and, it
needed, procuring enactment of law f:wililnting
such enforcement ; securing conviction and pun-
ishment of those who insult people, or commit
misdemeanor, by smoking in their faces in the
street,  As no crop raised from the earth is 80
poizonous to the soil and so exhaustive to it, al-
most beyond reclamation, as tobacco, State and

ng its enltivation
Keep it before young men
and women that the average tobacco bill of a to-
bacco user would carry an endowment life insur-
ance policy, or a savings bank account, that in
fifteen or twenty years would give him money to
buy a home or start in business, These things
being true, the example of using tobacco is so
fearful that any citizen may well shrink from ite

p

ibility.— George M. Powell,

D
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RESPONSIVE REVIEW SERVICE FOR FIRST QUARTER.

Supt. Give Title and Golden Text of First Lasson,

Right-hand half of school. The Forerunner of Christ.

Left-hand half. ** Thou shalt go before the face of
the Lord to prepare his ways."

Supt. Becond Lesson,

Right-hand half. The Boy Jesus,

Left-hand half. **Jesus increased in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God and man."

Supt. Third Lesson,

Right-hand half. The Ministry of John the Baptist.

Left-hand half, * Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away tho sin of the world."

Supt. Fourth Lesson,

Right-hand half, The Early Ministry of Jesus.

Left-hand half. * Ilis word was with power,"

Supt. Fifth Lesson.

Right-hand half, 'The Power of Jesus,

Left-hand half. **'The Son of man hath power upon
‘earth to forgive sins.”

Supt. Sixth Lesson,

Right-hand half. The Sermon on the Mount.

Left-hand half. * Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and
«do not the things which I say ? "

Supt. Seventh Lesson,

Right-hand half. The Great Ilelper,

Left-hand half. * They glorifled God, saying, That
a great prophet is risen up among us."

Supt. Eighth Lesson,

Right-hand half. Faith Encouraged.

Left-hand half. ** Fear not : believe only."

Supt. Ninth Lesson,

Right-hand half, Jesus the Messiah,

Left-hand half., **This is my beloved 8on: hear
him."

Supt. Tenth Lesson.

Right-hand haif. True Love to One's Nelghbor.

Left-hand half. ** Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and withall thy soul, and with all
thy strength, and with all thy mind ; and thy neighbor
as thyself."

Supt. Eleventh Lesson.

Right-hand half. Teaching about Prayer,

Left-hand half. ** Ask, and it shall be given you ;
seck, and ye shall ind ; knock,and it shall be opened
unto you."

Supt. Twellth Lesson.

Right-hand half. Faithful and Unfaithful S8ervants.

Left-hand half. * De not drunk with wine, wherein
18 excess; but be filled with the Spirit.”

Supt. In each lesson we find a Statement, a Duty, and
aCommand. Review Lesson I.

First Single Voice, Statement.~A certain priest
named Zacharlas, and his wifo Elisabeth, were ehild-
less. While he was offering incense in the temple an
angel appeared and told him that he should have a son
named John, who should mako ready a people prepared
for the Lord.

Duty.—~The duty of worshiping ia the Lord's temple
is plainly taught. The blessed revelation came to
Zacharias while engaged in worship,

Commandment,—** Fear not : for thy prayer {is
heard.”

Supt. Lesson I1.

Second Single Voice. Statement.—When Jesus was
twelve years old his parents took him to Jerusalem to
the passover. Returning they missed him, and going
back, found him in the temple, in the midst of tho doc-
tors, both asking and answering questions.  And when
they expressed surprise ho said: ** Wist yo not that I
must be about my Father's business

Duty.—The duty of inereasing in wisdomn and stature
and of using every opportunity to increase our knowl
edge. .

C Iment.—Ac is implied that
be subject to their parents as was Jesus,

Supt. Lesson 111,

Third Single Voice. Statement.—John the Baptist
preached repentance and the coming of One mightier
than himself. When he was baptizing Jesus, the Holy
Spirit descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove, and
a voice said : ** Thou art my beloved Son : in thee 1 am
well pleased.” John reproved Ilerod for his wicked-
ness, and Herod shut him up in prison.

Duty.—The teaching is that we should be fearless in
reproving sin,

Commandment.~The implied command fs to repent
before it istoo late, for ho** will gather the wheat into
his garner; but the chaft he will burn with fire un-
quenchable.”

Supt. Lesson IV

Fourth Single Voice. Statement.~Jesus began his
ninistry by going into the synagogue at Nazareth, read-
ing the prophecy in Isalah concerning tho mission of
the Messiah, and declaring that the Seripture was that
day fulfilled. And they all wondered at the graclous
words which proceeded out of his mouthand said : **Is
not this Joseph's son ? "'

Duty.—Jesus set us the example of churchgoing.
** As his custom was, he went into the synagoguao on the
Sabbath day."

Commandment.—The mission of Christ s now the
mission of his Church : **To preach the Gospel to the
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to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the ac-
ceptable year of the Lord,"

Supt. Lesson Vv,

Fifth Single Voice, Statement.—Jesus was healing
the sick, and a palsied man was brought. There was o
multitude about the door, and so they took him upon the
housetop and let him through the tiling, on his couch
belore Josus. Jesus forgave his sins and healed him,
And the seribes and Pharisces began to reason, ** Who
can forgive sins, but God alone 7"

Duty.~We should be willing to mako an effort to got
to Jesus and to take our friends to Jesus,

Commandment.—Take Jesus at his word as this man
did, who at Jesus's command arose,
and departed, glorifying God.

Supl; Lesson V1.

Stxth Single Voice. Statement.—A part of Luke's
version of the Sermon on tho Mouut, relating to the
mote in & brother's eye and the beam in one's own, the
ood tree, like the good heart, being known by its fruits,
aud closing with tho parable of the house buj
rock and the houso built on the sand.

Duty.~Wo should be careful, before we condewmn an-

took up his bed

lton the

C " Weep not." We must not sorrow
88 those who have no hope. Death 1 only a slecp.,

Supt. Lesson IX.

Ninth Single Voice, Statement.~Christ asked his
disciples whom men said he was, They answered,
John the Laptist ; but some say, Clias; and others say,
that one of the old prophets s n again." Christ
asked, ** Whom say yo that | am?" Poter answored,
“The Christ of God." Jesus foretold his sufferings and
death, and set forth the self-dental and self-sacrifico nee-
essary to bo his disciple.

Duty.—To confess Christ is a plain duty.

Commandment,—wo must de
our cross daily,

"y ourselves, take up
and follow Christ, knowing that if we
are ashamed of him he will be asbamed of us when he
shall come In his glory.

Supt. Lesson X,

Tenth Single Voice, Statement.—A certain lawyer
asked Jesus what ho should do to inherit oternal life,
Jesus asked him what he had Tead In tho law.
swered, “Love the Lord with all thy heart, soul,
strength, and mind, and thy neighbor as thyself."
When he esked, * Who s my neighbor?» Jesus an-
swered by telling the parable of the good Samaritan,

He an-

other's fault, to know whether Wwo have not overlooked
A greater fault in ourselves,
We must have pure hearts,

It we would live pure lives

Commandment.—We must not only read Christ's
words, but do them, Obedience 1s tho test as to
whether wo belong to Christ or not, and shall stand in
the Judgment,

Supt. Lesson VIIL

Duty.—The teaching to us is of loving servioe to those
who are fn trouble,

Commandment.—Love to God and love to man.,
Supt.~Lesson X1,

Eleventh Single Voice, Statement.—Chirist's dis-
ciples asked him to teach them to pray. Ife taught them
the Lord's Prayer. He urged them to ask persistontly,
using for fllustration a man who granted his friend's

Seventh Single Voice, Statement.—A Roman cen-
turion, whose servant was efck, sent word to Jesus that
i be would speak tho word only, his servant would bo
healed. Jesus marveled at his faith. And those that
were sent, returning, found the servant whole. The
next day he restored to life the son of the widow of
Nain.

Duty.—We should take our SOrTOWS to Jesus, and ho
will help us,

Commandment,—Tho fmplied command 1s to be|
that Christ has power to do all things.

Supt. Lesson VIII,

Eighth Single Voice, Statement.—Jatrus, o ruler
of the Synagogue, came to Jesus and besought him to
como and heal his only daughter, who lay dying. On
his way thero he heard sho was dead. Going fato tho
house with Peter, James, and Jebn, Jesus took the girl
by the hand, saying, *“Mald, arise.” And her spirie
°ame again, and she arose,

Duty.~It wo beseech Jesus to come to our help he
will surely come,

lieve

the blessodness of those Wwhom his lord §
for bis coming.
come &t an unexpected time,
thought his lord delayed his coming,
drunken and cruel,
portion with tho unbelievers,

request because of his Importunity, Christ said that
our heavenly Father wants to give the Holy 8pirit to
those who ask, more than parents want to glve good
Rifts to thelr children,

Duty.~The teaching s of persistent prayer and of

asking for the Holy Spirit.

Commandment.—We must ask and seek and knock.

The man who seeks {s more earnest than the one who
asks,

The man whe knocks is most carnest of all,
Supt. Lesson XI1.

Twelfth Single Voice, Statement.—Christ set forth

hould find ready
Hie said that the Son of man would
and that servant who
and who was
would bo beaten and appointed s

Duly;.—We should be watchful by being faithful te

the work which the Master has given us,

Commandment.—* o ¥o therefore ready also: for

the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think
not."
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PRIMARY TEACHERS' DEPARTMENT.

A Question—What is the Matter ?

A cnuren of seven hundred members, and
only twenty-three children in the primary class ona
pleasant Sabbath!  Why no more?

The room, large enough to accommodate many
times that number, is in the rear of the muin
room, separated from it by sliding doors which
are closed after the opening exercises, (These ex-
ercises, by the way, are entirely out of reach of
the little flock in the rear.)

The room is frugally furnished with perhaps
thirty little chairs arranged in a semicircle, a
teacher’s table and chair, and a library case.
There is no organ or piano, no blackboard, no
pictures, no brightness, save in the faces of the
little ones.

Cun it be that the room answers the question ?

The teacher, a sweet-faced, sweet-voiced young
woman, is endowed with that nameless charm of in-
terested manner that always wins a child’s heart.
She knows and loves her little ones, She knows
to whom she may turn for speedy answers to her
q , and the q i@ that three or
four of the class are all animation, only too eager
to tell what they know about it, while the rest
look on, some admiringly, others indifferently.
And the thirty minutes ure soon over, and the
class ready to-participate (?) in the closing exer-
cises of the main school. There have been no
songe, no stories, no objects or pictures to help
teach the lesson, no cards, no pretty papers.
Can it be, then, that the teacher answers the
question ?

That the question is a legitimate one is ap-
parent. By whom it is to be answered is not
80 apparent.

But first, it must be asked. The pastor should
ask it; the superintendent should ask it; the
teacher, O, how earnestly! and the mothers and
child-lovers of the church, all should ask it, and
lovingly, unitedly, seek an answer. For, think of
it! thirty little ones representing a church mem-
bership of seven hundred! And they are fast
growing away Jrom the years ~f greatest re-
ceptivity. Is it not time that the question be
asked and answered ?

Easter Hints,
BY MRS. J. WOODBRIDGE BARNES,

Easter is now quite generally recognized as
one of the “extra” days in the Sunday school
calendar, and, coming as it does always on the
Sabbath day, there is nothing to interfere with
its being kept purely as a religious service,

Easter brings with it its own theme, commemo-
rating, as it does, Christ's victory over the grave
both for himself and for us, and this thought
should be emphasized in song and story. Little
can be suggested for such a program, for it ad-
mits of but little variation; but the same
principle must govern it as controls the mak-
ing of a program for other special religious ocea-
sions,

At this season Nature lends a helping hand in
making elear to the little ones the resurrection, or
waking to new life, and so the resurrection plant,
the bulbs and the lily, the cocoons and the butter-
flies, come with a freshuess and power to the
children that i3 difficult for us to realize—the il-
lustrations being so old to each of us.

In addition to the teaching of the usual resur-
rection thought, Easter affords us an excellent
opportunity to remove as far as possible from the
minds of the children a fear of death, Much will
depend upon the class or children themselves just
how this will be approached, for many of our lit-
tle ones are so sheltered in their Homes as to
know nothing whatever of death itself. With
this thought in mind, last year the writer, several
weeks before Easter, took a bulb to the class and
planted it before the children, calling attention to
its old, homely body and being careful while
planting to speak of *“dear, warm Mother Earth,”
that so carefully covered and held the little bulbs
and flower roots, Then, because the bulb needed
care, it was taken home, but first we took its pie-
ture, putting upon the blackboard the little brown
chalk bulb and éarefully chalking it over for the
earth, It was carefully explained that the water
and the sunshine would do their part, and that
when God called it to come up it would come.
Each week thereafter its coudition was carefully
reported to the children by (before school) add-
ing to the board the first tiny green' shoot, and
then, week by week, increasing the stalk and add-
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ing the straight green leaves, Intervest reached
its highest point when the white buds appeared,
this being shown by pinning up a bunch of white
buds cut from a flower catulogue, Euster Sunday
brought the plant itself to the class, when the
buds on the bowrd were changed to full-blown
lilies, procured in the same way as the others.
The bulb’s “angel bodies” was what one little
boy called them. The text in Rev, 1, part of
the seventeenth and cighteenth verses, was taught
as God's message to us, that we might all know
he was living now, thus finishing the lesson of
the day by making a completed thought,

The following true incident came to the writer's
notice last spring, and shows the caution necessary
in teaching even the simplest of words, and is
mentioned here lest we in our classes make the
same mistake and unconsciously give a false im.
pression concerning the sorrowful words in Luke,
“And they found not the body of the Lord
Jesus,”

A bright seven-year-old girl, who had never
seen anyone after death, was playing with her
dolls when her mother returned from the funeral
of a friend.  The child’s grandmother asked, in
the child’s hearing, “Where did they lay the
body ?” the mother, in reply, giving tho name of
the cemetery. To the consternation of the
mother, the child exclaimed : “ I've been thinking
about it a long while, mamma, and I can't under-
stand why, when people die, they have their
heads taken off. And what do they do with their
heads, mamma 9"

The family were horrified, but the mother finally
gaeped : “ Why, dear, whatever made you think
of such a thing? Why, certainly such a thing
never happens.”

“But, mamma, T am sure you told me so0,” the
child declared.

After more conversation, without the mother
receiving the light expected, the child said ; “ But,
mamma, you and grandma always talk about
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Upon investigation, how Breat was my surprise
to find that other childven had the same iden of
death, and I wondered if possibly some might
even have the same thought in connection with
our Saviour as taught with the Easter lesson,

There is u custom which is growing—that
of giving to each child on E ster Sunday a little
package of flower seads, with the expectation
that the children will luter bring the flowers for
the sick in the cluss. Those who have tried the
plan are more than satistied with results and
heartily commend it to others,

There is another practice, however, in con-
nection with Easter that is not to be commended—
that of giving on Sunday colored oggs, rabbite,
faney gifts, candy, ete,, to the pupils. When it is
desired to celebrate it in that way, a specinl week-
day exercise should be aveanged for the Sat.
urday previous and the gifts attended to then, as
is done at Christmas timo,

If you are desirous of coming in closo personal
touch with your class, arrange for Saturday an
“Easter tea" or an “ Faster party," a8 you
choose to call it, for at no other time will you
have such an abundance of material from which
to draw both for entertainment and instruction,
An Easter party as given in the March Bulletin of
last year, with jts Caterpillar finger play and
famous “ Butterfly " game, is most excellent. Or,

instead, “ A Lesson on Faith,” from Mys, Gatty's
Larables of Nature, might be told to the chil-
dren, and illustrated at the same time upon the
blackboard. Ty &tory is considered by kinder.
gartners as a model nature story and readily lends
itself to the occasion, A large nest can be
constructed of hay, holding an immense ega,
which, when opened at the appropriate time, will
be found to contain eges for each member of the
class.  Long, low tables arranged for the little
primary chairs, the table decornted with paper
butterflies, ete., and a simple tea given muke an
oceasion long to be remembered ; while the bean.

what they did with the ¢ body.'”

The key to the difficulty was at once discoy-
ered.  Of course, neither of them had ever made
the statement attributed to them by the child ;
but in the use of the wurd “ body " they had not
thought of the child’s conception of the word, and
unconsciously had given a thought which had in-
creased to an alarming degree her fear of death.
The explanation is very plain. To a child a body
is a doll minus a head, and is dead only when its
head is severed from its body, but is alive again
A8 8oon a8 a new head was obtained.

tiful nature stories and Easter games make the
occasion instructive as well as entertaining

In some such way a great deal of instruetion
can be given that does not properly come in with
the teaching of the Enster lesson on the Sabbath,
the nature stories being completed, when, in
connection with the lesson on Sunday, they can
be little more than hinted at, But, either
with the week-day exercise or without it, the
Sabbath-day service should be striotly religious
in its character,

—
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Developing.
BY MRS, W. F. CRAFTS.

OxE of the commonest mistakes of teachers is
to conduct the lesson with the brightest children
in the class, leaving the small, dull; and timid
ones undeveloped and unprofited, It is perlaps
easier to teach so, and pleasanter than working
the lesson out of the backward ones while the
forward ones are held back. But the harder way
is the true one, and the only way in which the
teacher will not be deceived about the effective-
ness of the lesson.  Level the class by bringing
up the backward ones as near as possible to the
forward ones. Set about it in this way: When
questions are asked, put them to the whole class,
and do not allow answers to be given in chorus,
but first call upon an individual heve and there, and
then when a good answer is made frequently have
it repeated by the whole class. Some teachers
never ask for individual replies, and out of the
jargon of chorus answering pick out some ex-
pression that pleases them and give it commenda-
tion. Chorus answ which is not dirvected by
the teacher works disorder in the class and con-
fusion of ideas in the minds of the children,

To develop backward children may seem an im-
possibility in a large of two or three hundred
children taught by one teacher. This will suggest
the er way of subdividing the primary class
into small groups, so as to make every child ac-
cessible to the teacher’s touch, mentally and
physically.  This can be done by the assistant
teachers in reviewing the lessen after it has been
taught by the primary superintendent.

Clifton Springs,

S,

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSON
FIRST QUARTER.

LESSON IX. (Marchl1.)

JESUS THE MESSIAH. Luke 0. 18-27.

Gorvex Texr.  **Thisis my beloved Son: hear
him” (Luke 9. 85).
Primary Notes,
J. 1. POLNEMUSR,

In a picture gallery T onee
Aaw o picture about which
no two people thought alike
some thought the artist
meunt to represent one thing

and some another, 1Mo w
could 1 find out what he had
really intended to paint?
All the pictures had num-

bers, which were put in a book called a catulogue §
by euch number were the names of the picture
und wrtist 5 so by the eatalogue [ could settle the
question, beenuse there it told what the one who
made it meant to represent,

Our lesson to-duy made me think of the way
people received that picture,  Who are all our les-
sons about now ¢ [Print ** Jesus,”] If you had lived
when Jesus did you would have been surprised to
hear the different ways in which people spoke of
him, e had grown up from a buby to & man
right among the Jews in Palestine; he dressed
and looked like other men, and yet he was differ-
ent.  llow was he ditferent? - Tell me some of the
wonderful things he did ¢ [Review.]

For whom were the Jews watehing and hoping
God would send? The Messiuh [print].  Who wus
Jesust  Did the Jews think he was the Messiah #
No, very few agreed upon whom Jesus was, Luke
tells us of xome of the ditferent names he was
called ; he tells us u question Herod asked and
why he asked it (Luke 9. 7-9). One day when
Jesus had been praying, Luke tells us of u conver-
sation' or talk Jesus had with his disciples (Luke
9. 18-20).

How glad Jesus must have been to see that there
were xome who knew who he really was, e told
them then what would soon happen to him and how
those - who followed him must deny themselves
and sutfer too, but what they would guin from
being his followers would be worth it all (Luke 9.
22-26).

[Now tell how, n week later, three of the dis-
ciples heard God rpeak, and tell who Jesus was
(verses 28-35). What did the voice suy t  [Repeat
the Golden Text and print it on the hoard.] Whose
voice was it? Peter and the others would feel
sure now that Jesus was God’s Son, the Christ,
beeause God had said o, [Print “ God said”
above the Golden Text.)

Ever since that day there have been ditferent
opinions about Jesus. What is the only way of
knowing the truth? Where does God tell ust
[Make a book around the Golden Text.] If we
would surcly know who Jesus is, we must read
what the Bible says of him, There is living now
adewish lady who grew up without believing that
Je-us in God’s Son, the Messinh; she married a
Christian, but would not belicve as he did, At
last he died, and in her sorrow she longed to know
Jesus as her husband had,  Where do you think
she went 10 learn about him?  To the Bible. She
read the New Testument and God’s Spirit taught
her to understand it.  One day the truth of who
Jesus really was suddenly eame to her,  ** Christ
is God M she eried, “and hie died for me; I have
found him, and he is my Saviour.” [Ier life now
is xpent in trying to persuade others to know
Jesus as their Saviour.  Jesus axks this same ques-
tion to-day, * Whom say ye that Tam?”  Cun you
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Bay a8 did this lady,

“Thou art my Suviour
It you ean, you will hear him speuking to you in
the Bible, [Show g King's Davghite
tell the children how those
they believe Christ was God’s
Baviour.] T'ry when at home to make one out of
Paper, printing on it ** My Saviour,”

s cross, and

Who weur it show that

Son and

Kindergarten Hints,
Kinveraanres DEparTMENT,
siah. Luke 9, 20, 23-25

25,

Jesus the Mes-

GoLbeN Text. “ Follow me” (Luke 9, 28),

Ams 10 e Kinpkroarm - lHoly Bible,
John 4. 295 11.97: 7% Life of Christ (Geikic),
poges 230-243: The Place of Christ in Modern
Theology (Fairbairn), pages 3568-363; Education
of Man (Frocbel )y “ Need of Soul Training,” pages
231-235; “Now We Believe,” Oratorio, Woman
of Samaria (Bennett),

AT NTION STORY,

It is heautiful to remember that Jesus eared for
the bodies of the eople living in that country
where he lived, nmictimes l‘u‘ helped just on'e
man, as he did the man whose fric ds brought him
and let him down through the roof, Sometimes it
Wax one woman or one child, but once he guve
food to more than five thousand people at” one
time, and after that he went away with some of
i disciples to p . All the people wondered
who he wax, heeause they had never, never seen
anyone so loving and kind or strong to do helpful
deeds,

‘The friends who Joved

Jesus told by

at one
time that kome people thought him to be John the
Buptist, and konie thought e was another person,

Then Jerus anked his
kuy Tami”  Peter tol
Here are his words: « 1y
read what Jesus 8aid, too, for it is right here,
[Read Luke 20, 23-25,)
Explain unusual words ; ¢
“advantage,” “ gain,”

nds, “ Whom do You
Just what they thonght,
ie Christ of God.” Let us

Deny,» ¢4y hosoever,”

OUTLIN

Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BA NNER,

m

their

et
Peter answered for all the disciples,
and told that they thought he w
many who loved his

Monday,

i strong, wood
friends.  Peter wus a0 fish-
erman, who lived near to the
bk little boys and girls who pl
on the shore, e went lishing
times,  Tulk of fisherme n,
hearts and generous pirits,

and perhaps he
ayed in the sand
it night some-

They  bave kind

Luesday. Jesus tells us in verse 23 that we are
to deny ourselves sometimes,

What do you think
that means ¢

[Wait for answers, |

We are not to
have all we want

and just what we sk for, be-
cause we do not always what we want.
enly Father, sees all our-
needs, and supplies them, Even the little birds
have ull they need, because his loving en
afier them,

know

Some one, loving, I

2 looks

Wednesiday. Every day we are to be

willing to do
somie things that

m hurd to do, if it is y

ux 1o do them, even if it be had task, I
tle boy wants to do some thing that is not rj
it he wants 1o go to 4 place w]
0, it keems to him as if
other a8 two sticks are

Sometimes we do not kn

:hit for

alit-
ght, or
1ere hie oughit not to
tWo voiees erossed each

laid neross ench other,
ow what is just vieht,
Jesus xays, © Follow ”

me™ and that is ulways the
safe way,

Wiiere shull we follow him? Al the
way through this beautiful world ; we will
find that he will lead us to w more beautiful one
How may we follow him? By obeying the com-
mandment which saysto love God, and the Golden
Rule, which fuys o do kind and loving deeds to
others, just 98 we would like them to do for us,
Why should we follow him? Ile is our best and
est Friend, und he is the Way, the Truth, and
the Life.

Thursday, 1t we will take good eare of our in-
ner life and in obedience to his words, we will be
safe, and useful to others,

and

Friday. 1t is better to ha
life than to own money, m
whole world, if we could,
world are for our use,
than any thing or any
for our life
the

¢ a good and uscful
any things—even this

The things in this
but we are of more value
number of things could be,
lives on forever, and we must not lose
hold on our best life,  With God’s help our life
maybe beautiful and elean in good deeds and in
pure thoughts, pleasing unto him,

Narvne

Work.,  The children may  conneet
thoughts of Peter and his oceupation ns a fisher-
man. - Wateh the March sca
larger children may  fing
Mareh tides and the influence of the moon upon
them, The is in the streams and lakes, al-
though a spring month The rise and
alone by the sen,
night—and for other rea-
8ons, like rainfulls—and this is somewhat different
from tides,

a8 it is just now, The
1 out facts coneerning the

has come,
full of the sea is influenced, not
but by day suceeeding

D
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Arr Worg. Get rome fine picture of fish and
show to the ¢hildren 5 sea fish and brook trout may
be contrasted,

Havo Worg, The Transimion Crass may sew the |

picture of the bout upon the eard, and the Kinder
garten children may fold single and double Loats,
with sails and without sails, of their paper squares
They may find whole, half, and quarter moons
among the Gift of ring

Science ar Hose wirn Morner,  Talk of some
Some things

The highest

of the blesxings and pleasures of life
not really pleasures are blessings
and best blessings are what we cannot see,  The
greatest and most lusting things are those < hich
aro out of xight What we see and hear, smell
and touch and handle, are never as valuable as
great thoughts and love and life. Life is God's
great sceret.  We do not know what it is, but our
inuer life—the real T-—lasts always,

LESSON X. (March8,)

TRUE LOVE TO ONE’S NEIGHBOR. Luke
10. 25-37.

Gowupey Texr.  * Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with ull thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind ; and
thy neighbor as thyselt” (Luke 10, 27)

Primary Notes,

[Make a sun on the board
and by questions draw from
the children how the sun
gives warmth and light,
scatters clouds, melts, makes
plants grow, and does all
this for everyone.]

S What a blessing it is that
od made the sun and put it where he did. It re-
minds me of something we are to study about
to-day, and which gome one has ealled * The Great-
est Thing in the World.,”  What do you think is
the greatest thing in the world? Can you guess
what that person thought? What is it that makes a
homo happy ? A school pleasant? What makes
God and your mother do so much for you? One
word answers all these questions. Love. [Print
in center of sun.] What a ead place this world
would be without love. [Pieture life without
love ] There are many different ways of loving.
Some seem to love only when everything goes
well and their love costs them nothing; others
love only for a while, and others till trouble
comes.  Are any of these true love? Who
showed us by example what true love is?  Jesus's
love was true, and he teaches us how our love can
betrue, too, [Print *“true " over “love.”] Tomake
this plain he told a story to a young man who

lived in Capernaum.  One day he asked Josus a

hard question. e came to him saying—(Luke 10.
25)

[Tell the conversation as given in tho Biblo
lesson und the story of the Good Samaritun.)
Which of the three men in this story had the true
Kind of love in his heart 2 How did he prove itd
I think the last part of our Golden Text will tell
you. [Repeat

The Samaritan treated the poor man as he would
like to hiave been treated himself,  Who did Jesus
mean to teach us was our ncighbor? Everybody
who nceds our love and our help, Is it easy for
s to love everybody ? No, not cusy ; indeed, 1
don’t think we ean do it unless we love xome one
clse first,  Who should tifat be? [Print ** God.”)
How should we love God ?

[Repeat the first part of the Golden Text and
print it on the left of the sun.] Then, it our
hearts, minds, and souls are full of love to God,
we shall in some ways be like the sun ; just as the
sun ean’t help shining, so we will love. Tho love
will shine out of itself, und be ready to help and
cheer cven those who rre not very lovable, As
the sun makes things grow, so those who foel our
love will grow more gentle, kind, and pationt.
Love, like the sun, makes the world bright.
up of chil-

its mem-

There is in New York a society mu
dren, called * The Sunny Hour Club
bers agree to do somcthing every duy to muko
someone happy.  I'think they might tuke for their
wotto, ** Little children, love one another.”
Their badge is like a King's Daughter's cross,
only it has three letters in the middle to stand for
their name, and it is tied with a yellow ribbon to
remind them of the sunshine they are to bring

| into others’ lives. 1 wish we could cach belong.

Suppose, if' you would like to be such a sunbeam,
you make a cross out of paper or cardboard
Muke theletters 8. H. C.”” in the centeryund print
the word ** love™ atthe top.  Perhaps mamma will
give you a bit of yellow ribbon or worsted to put
on it, then hang it up nest the King's Daughter’s
cross, to remind you that becuuse your heart is so
full of love to your Saviour you want to love and
lielp every one you meet.

Neighbor |
Your Self
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Kindergarten Hints,

Neighbor,

Luke 10. 3

GoLpeN
hor as thyself»

“Thou shalt love

thy neigh-
(Lev. 19, 18),

A1s 1o the Kiypg Nk, Holy Bible, Lev, 19;
Life o Christ (Geikie), py es 47 3 Social Iu-
Huence of Christianity (Hill), Puges 40-61; The
Church in Modern Socisty (Ward), pages 181-209 ;
Teacking and Counsels (Mark Hopkins), pages

ATTENTION STORY,

Jesus showed people by
his kind acts that this s the bes
way of living, Muny people wished to be good
and to do good just because they had seen his loy-

ing deeds and had heard his ‘words, One day o

tan came and said that he woul esus to tel
hini just how he might be huppy always, and Jesus
asked him what was w ritten in the law, oy the
Bible. The man repeated this verse [read Luke
10. 27], und then said, ** And Who is my neighbor 1
Then Jesus told him this Story : Once upon u time
i man started to go to a pretty city called Jericho,
Which means City of "the  Moon,” He went
from another city which was large and beautiful,
A great temple was in it, I wonder if you cun telj
e the name of this eity ¢ It is the one which
Jesus entered that Paln, fiunduy when the people
spread rnhu branches in the way und the children
sung ** Hosanng ! 9 Yes, Jerusalem, The mean-
ing of this word jx ﬁ’undalion,urlmnu-nl’peuce."
Well, the man had not gone far on his way when
rmug‘n_\' men, who took other people’s things with-
out asking, came and took awuy some of his cloth-
ing and hurt him, They left him at the roadside,
Soon a minister of he temple came along and
saw him, but he pussed by on the other side of the
street; and then another man came along and
lm]xked at the sick man, and passed by on the other
side,

What would You have done if You had been
walking there and had seen him? 0, | hope you
would have tried to help him !

Pretty soon u good, kind man came, He had
vome from another city, even farther away, aplace
called Samaria (meaning watch-height), and he
felt sorry for the sick man, and he did something
to show 'he was sorry.  This book does no tell of
anything he said, but of what he did,  Let us see
What it was, [Read Luke 10, 33-37,]

Explain unusnal words: “ Sumaritan,” “ jour-
neyed,” ‘* compassion,” “inn,” ‘“ departed,"
““host,” ** spendest,” « repay,” ¢ thinkest,”

OUTLINE,
Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text.
Monday. As soon as this man from the moun-

tain eity of Samaria saw
vanted to help him,

That was just right, was
not even say he was sorry,

the other traveler he
He did not turn away.
it not? Perhaps he did
but he really was ; and

.

SUNDAY SCHOOI, BANNER.

KINDERGARTEN DePARTMENT, True Love to One’s ,

wautitul life und |
t and happiest |

uses of corn,
thought that it js dug from the
toes are,
is the shape of an olive?
Sweden has oil in
to cure rheumatism,

181
| T'suppose he looked kindly at the
said some gentle words,
Tuesday, + Jle went to him,"
, and soothed the sore places and mude the bruises
feel better, und then he put the sick man on his
horse and took him to an inn, and stayed with him
| ull night and took cure of him,

Wednesday,

sick man and

| this book says,

This good wan had Lo go on his
Journey the next duy, so he
for the sick man, and he suid that if'they had 1o
buy any medi " use
him he would pay it back
Thursday, was u kind
neighbor—the man troy, the temple or the
from the mountain cityt We all, Tan sure, think
that the good, kind man must have felt happy in
his hewrt to think that he had really helped some
one.  Did you ever do some kind thing for your
neighbor?  Wepe you glad to help? Who is your
little neigliboy ¢
Friday.  "The Golden Text says, *“Thou shult
love thy neighbir us thyself,” and this story gives
us & picture of a man who obeyed these words. He
did just as he would like some one to do for him if
he needed their aid, We think he was noble,
here are some words of Jesus whic]
the same: G,
means, he gl

usked others to eare

any money in curing for
to them,

Whom do You think

thun

and
h tell us to do
and do thou likewise," That
lad to help others as this man was so
ready to do,

Narere Work, Tulk of the country in whiel,
the good man lived, Jts fruits were
walnuts, almonds, and plums,
of corn, also, and blackbirds an
flying there every day.

Art Work, Show 4 picture of a
rusalem or of its temple,

Haxp Work, The kinder,

grapes, olives,
It had large fields
d larks were seen

gateway of Je-

garten children may

make mountains of sand, and with blooks they
may muke the walls of 4 city,
yard, or a grape vineyard of
in the sand table,

with sticks an olive
f Samaria may he drawn

The TraNsTIoN (a8 may write some of this

Story upon the ruled lesson card,

Sere:

E AT HoME wrtn Morngn,

Talk of the
and how it grows,

One little girl
ground as pota-
does olive oil come from 7 What
A kind of beetle in
its little body which is said

Where

LESSON XI1. (March 15.)

TEACHING ABOUT PRAYER. Luke 11,

1-13.

GorpeN Texr, ‘* Ask, and it shall be given

you; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall
be opened unto you (Luke 11, 9),

E——
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[Outline dimly on the board
an open door, that it may be |
eusily drawn during the les- |
son. |

Did you ever notice how

a buby learns to walk and

talk ¢ He watches some one

walk, and then tries to do |

just the same; he listens to some one spenk, and |
tries to imitate the sounds till he learns.  How do
vou learn to read and write ¢ By following a copy
und listening to your teacher read. The best way
u copy to follow,

to learn anything is to hav
Jesus knew this, so he came here, not only to die
for us, but to show us by his example how to live.
"Po-day we are to learn how Jesus taught his dis

ciples a lesson ubout prayer. [Print *“prayer” on
the center of the door.] What is it to pray ! To
ask for anything we want? [Print *ask’ at left
of the door Do you need to ask often? [Make |
the children think how many times they ask for |
what they want.] Is there anyone we pray to |
! Why do we need to pray to God!?

especially
Because he has power to give everything we can
need ; there is nothing he cannct supply. Then,
it we need to pray often, we ought to know the

right way to pray.

Do you suppose Jesus ever priyc
Luke 5. 163 6. 123 9. 185-2%,1  The disciples knew
how much he prayed, and they wanted to be
taught to pray,so one day they said—[Luke 11, 1].

! [Examples,

[ can think how glad Jesus was to teach them,
and, knowing they could learn better if they had
a copy or example to follow, he said—[Luke 11, 2]
Let the children repeat with you the Lord’s
Prayer, then, if there is time, go over it, petition
by petition, showing how the prayer covers all our

needs. ]

After Jesus had finished the prayer he told a
little story to show how we should never grow
tired of praying [verses 5-8]. To encourage us to
ious words

pray, Jesus said some of the most pr
in the Bible. [Repeat verses 9, 10, and print

given™ below *ask,” at left of the door, and
“xeek und ¢ find " at vight of the door.] Why can
we be sure God hears and answers our prayers?
Jesus told why. [Tell simply, what is found in
verses 11-13.]  Beeause God is our loving Father we
can tell him all our wants and know that he will
hear. He may not always give us the very thing
e knows better than

1LUSC

we have asked for, 1
we what is best for us, and knows how best to an-
swer our prayer. There is one thing he will never
refuse us—that is, his Holy Spirit to live in our
hearts and teach us for what to pray.

If mamma was 1 a room with the door closed |

and you wanted to speuk to her, what would you

us to speak to God. Jesus must have had such a
thought, for he said—[Luke11. 2. Print *‘knock "
on top of the door, and * opened ™ on the side.]

If the door between you and mamma was locked
und you wanted to speak to her, what would you
do? Unlock the door, What witht A Kkey.
Then a key would be the means for opening the
way for you to spe; Prayer is like u key that
God has given us, that we may always have an
open door between us and him. Take one of
your door keys at home, lay it on paper, und mark
around it; then cut it out and print on it ** prayer™
and hang it in your room, to muke you think of
what we have learned to-day.

KNOCK

{ 0
ASK | | B

PRAYERO x
IGIVEN

|
|
L

KiNpercartey Departuest.  Teaching about
Prayer. Luke 11, 5-18,

Gorpex Texr. * Lord, teach us to pray ”’ (Luke
11-1).

Ams 10 tHE Kivpereartser., Holy Bible,
Prov. 80; The Still Hour (Professor Austin
Phelps); The Religiovs Feeling (Smyth), ‘‘The

| Feeling of Dependence:” Sermons by Bishop
Phillips Brooks, pages 28-52, ‘““Shall He Find
Fuith on the Earth ?* page 156 ; ** More things are
wrought by prayer than this world dreams of ™
(Tennyson): Duet (piano), Prayer from Lokengrin
(Wagner),

‘ Kindergarten Hints.

ATTENTION STORY.
One day, u little while after Jesus had told the
story of the good man from Samaria, a man who
loved him said, * Lord, teach us to pray.””  These
men who tollowed him were glad to hear his words
as he told them the beantiful stories which helped
them to think about soodness and kindness to
others,  They wunted to know also how they
might eome to their heavenly Father and speuk to
him,
Jesus knew that they needed to have reverence
for God's nume and to obey his will, to have food
to eut each day, and to have the nuughty und xclf-
| ish thoughts and ncts forgiven, so he taught them
how to pray.

The prayer which he gave to them is one which ix
taught to little children now, and I think we can

Ope e door, A r | el : 2
do first? Open the door. [Make the dooron the | (o5¢ "t we too have learned it. It is the beau-

board pluin Ly marking over the outline with
white.]

Prayer seems like opening the way for | with hieads bowed and hands !i){dod‘]

tiful “Onr Father” prayer. [Let all repeat it,
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Jesus told the disciples then that if nan’s
friend should come to him in the night, after a
the family had gone to bed, and ask for bread, the

man would get up and give him bread,

He said ulso that if & son should ask for bread
Now, if
our futhers and mothers know what to give to us, God
knows much better what we need, and he sees that
irit in our hearts to teach us

his father would not give a stone to him,

We must have his
W pray and how to live,
am glad that so many

The large children
read words with the

Let us read about jt,

of you bring Bibles now.
in the

teacher,

Luke 11, 5-18, |

Explain unusual words :
ney,

wyp
**importunity,” ¢ peeds
** findeth,” + knocketh,” ““scorpion.”

* receiveth,

OUTLINE.

Sunday. Attention Story, Bible lesson,
Golden Text,

Monday,

loving Father of everybody,

and speuk of the little
looking for their Father
tells them that they have g Father, and they pray

to the sun and to the water because no one has

told them of * Our Father,”
Tuesday.

ing tone. Remind the

obey them,
Weduesday,

us. If your mother makes the

bread, that is all
she ean do,

God gave the wheat, for heonly could
cause it to grow,

Thursday. God ean forgive naughty acts and
naughty thoughts when we are sorry for them,
He sees the little tiny wish to he good, and he
helps this to grow into a grand and helpful action,

Friday, Letus repeat the Golden Text together,
The Holy Spirit is our Teacher, and when Jesus
left his disciples to go to heaven he promised that
if we ask for his Spirit in our hearts he will help
us to remember how to be good and to remember
his words [John 14. 26).

Narvre
wheat,

Work.  Have sequence lessons on
The games and songs of the farmer, the
mill, and others may be played and sung, Con-
nect thoughts of God’s unfi.i ing goodness and re-
menibrance of our needs with some stories of the
great interest Jesus felt us to hether the people

had bread to eat [Matt. 14, 16; Mark 5, 43).

Arr Work,  Find some picture of a shepherd
with sheep, and teach that “The Lord is my
Shepherd; 1 shall not want™ for breud, or for
care, or for uny good thing [Psalm g8, 1)

DAY SCHOOL BAN. NER,

rimary class may
; n the kindergarten
class the children may listen to these words, [Read

ight,” “jour-

and

Talk of God being our Father, the
Here is the oppor-
tunity of the teacher to teach 4 missionary lesson
boys and girls who are
-« A voice within them

His name is precious, and never to
be spoken just us any other name is, but in g loy-

children of one purt of
God’s law which said so [Third Commandment ],

This is his will, that we remember his words and

No one but God can give bread to

183

Haxo Wogg, ** Children may model in clay,
muking loaves of bread, round or oblong, and may
invent forms with sticks and other material,”
The kinderg uten children may name forus sug-
| gested by the lesson [door, bed, fish, egg, and ether

forms]. Plant some grains of wheat in the earth,
| that the children may see them sprout. Take yu
tumbler of water und tie cotton batting thinly
over the top of it, and upon this drop a fow grains,
and us they sprout the ehildren may see the blude
grow upward and the root downward,

The Transition (Lass may druw a shepherd’s
crook under the model on the card, and any child
who can print or write

may put the first clause of
Psalm 23,

1 beside the crook,
SoieNce ar Home wimtn Mor
yeast, bread, and of home,
" son is helping some other
world, for all labor of the
connected. If a little bit of Yeast is so useful, all
little things are of wse in some way ; more useful
or less useful. Teach cconomy, and that
taught his disciples to save gli the
use them [John 4, 12].

k. Talk of salt,
ch industrious per-
persons all over the
head, hands, and feet s

Jesus

pieces and

LESSON XII. (March 22.)
FAITHFUL AND UNFAITHFUL SERV-
ANTS. Luke 12. 37-48.

GoLbeN Text, ** Be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess 5 but be filled with the Spirit

(Eph. 5, 18),

Primary Notes,

v A great king once built a
wonderful house ; the foun-
dations were very strong, and
80 were the side walls; of
course there were doors und
windows, and though the
rooms in it were not like
those in the house in which
you live, yet they were Just
right for this kind of a house, There were strange
cuphoards and closets, there were what you might
call a dining room and u library, but there was one
special room which the king wanted for himself
and which needed particular care.  When the house
was finished what do you think he would do
that it might be rightly cared for? The king put a
servant [print ‘“servant”] in charge of it. What
would be this servant’s duty ? What kind of a sery-
ant ought he to be? [Print « faithful.”] If the
king should come to the house unexpectedly what
ought he to find ¢ Suppose he should find every-
thing in disorder and the servant not ready to let
him in, what would he know the servant had
been ! [Complete the title.]  Would he be pleased
or displeased ¢




184 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Let me show you the picture of this house of
which we have been talking. [Show a picture of
some fine-looking boy and another of a girl, and pin
on the board.] What is the name of this house?
Who is the king who made the house? God made
this body, which in soms ways is like a house.
Who is the servant ¢

God has given your body into your care ; he has
trusted it to you, and expects you to be what kind of'
a servant? Let us see how our bodies are like
houses. [Go quickly through the parts of the body,
telling how the foundations are the legs, the side
walls the ribs, ete., then sing, ** A wonderful house
1 have.”]

Jesus said some very beautiful words about faith-
ful servants in a talk he had once with his disci-
ples [Luke 12, 42-44]; of unfaithful servants his
words were very sad [verse 47). God trusted us
with something very precious when he gave us our
hodies ; y ous because he made them, precious
because he wants to dwell in them; he says—[2
Cor. 6. 16, 17].

If we would be faithful servants how should we |

keep ourbodies ! Clean within and without ; we
will let no bad words or thoughts soil them ; we will
keep them pure. [Show a drunken mun’s picture,
it possible, and pin on the board ; if none is availa-
ble, describe one.] What kind of u servant is such
aman? How has he been unfaithful? What has
drink done to his body [Deseribe how liquor
affeets the body.] Suck a body is not fit for God’s
dwelling place. [Repeat the Golden Text, and tell
how overeating, cte,, hurt the body and make us
unfaithful servants, |

To whom does your body belong¢ Whyt To
whom do yoy belong? Are you always to live in
this world? Someday 1 will call you away, and
if you have been a faithful servant you will be
¢lad ¢ if not, what a sad day that will be!

Faithful

7 Servanlts

ESUS
with

and BODIES

To all faithful ones there is coming a happy day.
Youremember how Jesus died and rose again § not
muny days after, where didhe go? What promise
did the angel give to the disciples? We are still
watching for his coming ; he has left us here not
only to watch, but to watch and work. Jesus

} showed what kind of watchers we should be in our
Bible lesson [verses 35-39).

Some day—when, we know not—Jesus will
come ; to be ready to meet him we must be fuithtul
servants, Who will serve in this way and be reudy
for Jesus with a pure heart and body ¢

Work at home « heart in which shall be printed
** Pure body.”

Kindergarten Hints.
KinperGarTEN Departvext. Faithful and Un-
faithful Servants, Luke 12, 37, 38, 42, 43,
Text. * Watech and pray " (Mark 13

(GOLDEN

Ams t1o e Kinpereartver. Holy Bible,
Mark 24, 42-51; The Bible in the World's Educa-
tion (Bishop Warren), * Daily Life Related to
Spiritual Things,"” puges 34-39; Mental Philosophy
(Haven), *Attention,” pages 46-60,

ATTENTION STORY.

| Onee when Jesus was talking to those men who
[ loved him and who listened to' his words, he said
| that they were to be good and true whether he was
with them or not. He wanted them to be strong
| enough to do right always, whether he was with
them or fur away from them. He vold them then
who are the happy servants, Do you know what
| % gervant " means? It means one who serves—one
| who does something for another person. I hope we
are all servants in this way. Jesus said once that
one who would be greatest might be so by beng
| aservant of all.  That means that by trying to be
helpful to everybody he was doing great service for
all. The happiest people in the world are those
| who are trying to make others happy. Jesus said
| that the faithful servant who was doing his best
was happy ; and when his master or his lord eame
to him, he was so glad to see him good and true
that he made the good servant to sit down, and he
served him to food. e said, too, that a true and
faithful steward, that is, the one who had charge of’
the things to eat, should take care of everybody in
the house. He would be happy, and his master
would be happy, too, whenever he eame home and
found the t'nitljn'ul servant doing his best,  We may
read his words here. [Read Luke 12,37, 38,42, 43, |
Explain nnusual words: ‘G * meat,”
‘steward,” * portion,” ** ruler,”” ** faithful,”

OUTLINE.

Sunday. Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text.

Monday. "o be ** watching " is to be doing our
work well.  Whatever it is we must do it carefully
ench day. We are told that we must build well,
and on a good foundation, to have happy lives,

Tuesday. The servant, if it be even a small boy
oratiny girl, may be trusted if the father or mother
or teacher knows that care is taken of *‘ the
[ things,” and thut everything is done well. How
| happy is the mamma who can trust her children
always ! How happy the boys aud girls who are
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SUNDAY |
Be—

told to take good ¢
that they cun do so,

re of the baby, and who knoy
and that they want to do so,

cun be looked at any time, He is a4 * wis
ard.”  [Explain this simply und
bility. |

Thursday. Things "
tant to be looked after, but thoughts und deeds,
kind aets and loving thoughts, bring forth gentle
words and helpful servie
life that is gentle

stew
alk of responsi

God is pleased with any
and loving and helpful.

Friday. We are to wateh and pray.  Let us say
the Golden Text, This means that we are to try
and to ask God's help. Our lust lesson was about
prayer, you remember, und any little
help is always heard by ** Our Father,”

Narvre Work. Last week we planted the grains
of wheat, which will sprout and grow, and we will
wateh them.  After a time the little Viades wiil
fade and pass away, but the faithfu] servic
ing voices and words are seeds
grow, and make life b
[Teac

e of lov
that will sprout and
witiful to us and to others,
hers, combine ethies and nature in this
itisa great opportunity. ]

lesson ;

** Little deeds of kindness,
Little words of love,

Make our carth an Eden,
Likethe heaven above,

Art Work,  Art refers to tones as well us to

pictures, and children may bhe taught to designate
soundsin the mind, and, in an artistic way, imitate
these,

Haxo Work. The kindergarten children iy
make pictures of the house in which the Wise stew-
urd lived, On Sunday the larger children
write the words of the Golden
board,

iy

Xt upon the

The Transimion Crass may outline the
Textin color upon the lesson eard

Golden
SCIENCE AT Home witn Mornen. Speak of the
family life of those animals now wuking trom the
long sleep of the winter months, The beaver fum-
ilies are looking about in the rivers, and the bears,
lizards, hedgehogs, and frogs have come out into
the sunshine, The little squirrels have eaten the
nutsthey gathered for their little storehouse before
Thanksgiving Day, and they, too, have come into
the warm spring air. The Virds and the flowers
will soon cheer our eyes and our ears,  The tiny
urasses and buds will eome hy and by, for God's
voice says to the sunshine,
buds, and animals, tor
the vaice of ** Our Father,
ful, wonderful world,

** Wake the grasses and

1d the sunshine obeys
who made this beauti-

o Wake!? says the sunshine, * *tis time to get up!
Wake ! pretty daisy and sweet buttercup :

Why, you've “een sleeping the whole winter long !
Say, don’t you hear the bluebird’s first song ¢

WCHOOL BANNER,

Wednesday. Happy is the child whose works

are not all that ure impor-

prayer for

W

XIIL.  Review. (March 29,

Texr. * Whosoever shull confess me be-
men, him shull the 1 of man also confess
before the angels of Goi » (Luke

GOLDE

Primary Notes.

[Make twelve
board

steps on the
title
word of the
Begin by ask-

J one  for
and a suggestive
Golden Text,

ing how many lessons there

vach

have been this quarter, and
counting the steps.]
Who

i,

——e these
| been ubout ?

have lessons

placi tter
at the left side of each of the five upper steps.| In

one

one of our lessons we noticed how differently the

[ people in Palestine talked about Jesus, Some said

[he was a greut prophet s what did others suy ¢

| But who did Peter say he wus? * The Christ,”

to the Jews, meant whom? The Messinh,  What
was the title of one of our lessons ? [Print ¢ Jesus

\ the Messiah ™ on the ninth step, revi

and repeat the Golden Text, ]

I When Peter answered Jesus and said he believed
him to be the Christ, he did something that p!
Jesus : we eall it by a word we are v
u good deul about to-day. To sav that.)

)llu- Christ was to confess,

|

|

iew the lesson,

ased
alk

CSUS WS

[Print * confess,” g
letter at left of each remaining step.]  When Peter
said this he confessed or owned
ter,

Jesus s his Mas-

and that he was his disciple.  Peter did not
whisperit; no, he spoke out before others, he con-
fessed before men. [Print “before men® at the
cft of the steps. |
It wasn't very hard that day for Peter to con-
fess Jesus, beeause 1 think only those were the
who loved and believed in Jesus :
| always easy i you think why ?
[ Jesus had many enemies who would
[ hurd for those who confessed their be
| Let us see how many we ¢

but it was not

make it
lief'in him,
i find in this quarter’s
lessons who did confess or own Jesus as their

’ Messiah or Saviour,

[Review the eleven lessons, always bringing out
plainly the people who confessed before men their

| beliefin Christ. Use the symbol that was given
for each lesson s a reminder, |

| T wonder, it you had lived in Palestine when

Jesus was aliv

iff you would have been among
those who confessed Jesus, or among the many who
lidnot! Perhaps you ean tell what you would
have done then by what you are doing now. Do
we need to confess Jesus to-d vt How can you
confess him ¢ [Suggest how we can do o0 by word,
silence, actions, life.] 1Is it always easy ¢ [Tell
why it is sometimes hard.] What do You think of
those who are ashamed to confess Jesus before
ment There was once a girl whose mother was

e
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r, but very homely
in her face and appearance. This girl went away
to school, and one day her mother came to visit
her, and went to a party given by the teacher to
the school. One of the girls, who did not know
this mother, asked the daughter who that queer-
looking lady was, and, only think, the daughter
was ashamed to confess she wus her mother, and
said, ** T don’v know.” She was very sorry after-
ward, and told her mother how mean she had
been. Why was it so dreadful for herto doso?
What had her mother done for her?

[Show how much worse it is to be ashamed to
confess Jesus, Tell of the reward promised in the
Golden Text, and print * It we”
men,” and **us before the angels” at top of the

making rays of light shining down over the
Tell how tlags or banners are used in ar-

over * before

mies and on buildings to show to whom they be-
long. David in one of his psalms says— (Psalm
60, 4), Ask the children to make a flag at home,
printing ** Jesus " oon ity and closing with an ear-
nest appeal never to be ashamed to confess Christ. |

Kindergarten Hints.
KinperaarTeN Deparruent.  Review,
Gorpex Texr,  ** Come, ye blessed” (Matt.
25, 34).

Ams 1o e Kinperearryer.  Holy Bible, Matt.
26, Rev, 22, 1-7; Life of Christ (Geikic), pages
520-632; Oratorio of the Messiak (Handel), * He
shall feed his flock like a shepherd " Ovatorio of
the Redemption (Gounod), Angel Chorus, * The
earth is my possession; 1 leave my Futher's
throne to atone for transgression,”

ATTENTION STORY.

Once upon a t a little boy named John was
greatly loved by his futher and mother. They
were very glad that God sent this little boy to
their home. He grew to be a large boy, and then
he had to_leave his home and his parents to go
away and get ready for his own work in the
world, He was to he the messenger of Jesus and
tell the people that he whom all had expected so
long had really come to this earth,

|

The beuutiful life of Jesus was lived beside the
sen, among the mwountains, in the temple, and in
the homes of those who loved him and wanted
him with them. Once he preached a sermon,
called * The Sermon on the Mount,” and in it he
tuught the people how they should treat other peo-
ple. Onee he taught the story ot the kind man
from Samaria who found u sick man by the road-
side and did for him just what he would like some
one to do for him if he were sick and alone, When-
ever we talk about that good Samaritan how glad
everybody is that he did not pass by on the other
side. We all feel as it we want to see him and
thank him for his loving service to the sick man
One of those verses in the sermon Jesus preached
says, ** Blessed are the merciful: for they shall
obtain n 1 am sure that when this man
needed kindness there was some one ready to
help him. Let us read about those who are
blessed. [Read Matt. 5. 1-9.]

Explain vausual words: ** Multitudes,” ** king-
dom,” * righteousness,” ** pencemakers.”

OUTLINE.

Sunday. Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text.

Monday. Let the children talk of John and
deseribe his appearance, food, clothing, and the
importance of his work. Even a little child has
his own work to do in the world, This lesson is
connected with the lesson we had two weeks ago
about faithful servants. 1 we are all ready to do
our work we are prepared to be faithful.

Tuesday. Do you remember ubout the man who
had many men to serve him, and one who was
very ill at one time! ‘The man asked Jesus to
make the man well.

Wednesday.  Let us talk about the prayer
which Jesus has left for us to say, Whose futher
is “Our Father who art in heaven 2”7 Are we glad
to think of what he has done for us, und of his
love to us?

Thursday. How glad we are to be trusted ! It
we are faithful and true in little things we shall be
true and trusted in great affairs by and by,

Friday. Jesus said that when the work is all,
all done * Our Father” will say to us the words
of our Golden Text, *Come, ye blessed.” That
means. ye who have tried to do right and to be
gentle and loving, helpful and true.

Nature Work. Name some of the topies of
nature work for the quarter, and each morning two
or three children may choose which shall be re-
viewed. They may choose from the many ani-
mals, insects, flowers, moon, tides, fishes, wheat,
fruits, and other topics of the preceding lesson,

Arr Work. Show some of the pictures which
the children have seen during the quarter, and let
each child name at least one thing he can dis-
tinguish in the picture,

Haxo Work. Let the children name some of
the different objects which have been made to
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Where did the boy
he was twelve Years of

somicthing about
Lo come to his house ?
People well? 6, And did he
naughty deed

to do sot

Should we treg
S oras we would like to L
Who is truly happy, a f

pray.”

were about numing Joh !
numed for his futher, but
wanted him named John, which
zoodness of God.” The
Jdesus teaches obedience,
the ehildren obey

means,

and helpful toward egch other, there
* When this passing world is done,
When has sunk Yon glaring sun,
When we stand with Christ in glory,
Looking o'er life's finished story ;
Then, Lord, shall I fully know,
Not till then, how much 1 owe."

—_—

Whisper Songs for March,

NINTH LESSON,

But hus his little cross to take,
His little work of love and praise
That he may do for Jesus® sake,
TENTH LESSON,
The little child who loves the Lord
And tries his blessed will to do,
Who follows on where Jesus leads,
Will Jove und serve his neighbor, too,

E

ENTH LESSON,
Our Father loves his children well,
And gives to all who seek his face
The daily bread for daily needs,
And full supplies of love and Rrace.
TWELFTH LESSON,
A fuithful servant may I be,
And daily seek to watch and pra)
Then how my heart shall sing for joy,
When Jexus comes some happy day,

SUNDAY SCHOOIL BA NNER,

illustrute the lessons—such as bread being an illus.

tration of God’s loving care for our bodies,
write answers to
these questions upon the lesson card: 1, What
~tory goes with the lesson curd of Junuary 4¢ 9, PRra1sk Servick,
Jesus go with his purents when
ge ! 5. How did four |
mien bring their sick friend 1o Jesust 4. Tell me |
alittle girl's futher asking Jesus
5. Did Jesus make the sick
always forgive sins,
and words when people asked him
people as they treat
ve them treat us?

withful or an unfaithful
child? 9, Write the Golden Text, “ Wateh and

8. | Love him, love him,

How interested all (he relatives
They wanted the baby
the father and mother
“The
lesson about the boy
In every home wher
their purents, and are gentle
ix happiness,

—Robert M. Mec ‘heyne.

THERE's not u child so Yyoung and weak

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,

First Quarter,

Teacher. Praise ye the Lord,

Class. Praise the name of the Lord,

Teacher. Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Class. From this time forth and for evermore,
SING or Repkat:

“Praise him, praise hin, all ve little people,
He iz love, he is love,

all ye little people,
He is love, he is love,

“Serve him, serve him, ull ve little people,

He is love, he is love.
SCIENCE AT Homk witn Morner. Look ut the . § 5 "
" 4 : s Crown him, erown him, all ve little people,
petures for the quarter and tell the stories whicl 5
they illustrate,

He is love, e is love,"
PRAYER SERvick,
Teacher, 1 cvi

Class,

1 unto the Lord with my voice,

And he heard me out of his holy hill,
CoNCERT Praver,

“Dear Jesus, I love thee,

I want to be thine,

" And live 5o that others may see my light shine ;
‘ I want to be honest and useful and true,

| And do unto othiers as I'd have them do,

|

|

I need thee each moment, I need thee alway,
0, come to me, Saviour, and in my heart stay.”
,‘ Praver ny TEACHER, closing with the Lord's
| Prayer,

A church hymn adapted to the lesson,
! Givie Servicr

Teacher. Ye know the g
Christ, that though he was
he became poor,
might be rich.

Class.

“Give with a glad heart, loving and free,
ive as the Saviour hath given to thee ;
Give him thy heart’s love, tende
(Five him t

race of our Lord Jesus
rich, vet for your sakes
that ye through his poverty

T and true,
elf, tis all thou canst do,”
Birtinay. Ops S,
SUPPLEMENTAL Lesson,
REVIEW 0¥ Last Lissox,
Morion Sone.
Lessox TeacHING, followed by EcHo Praygg,
PARTING WoRns,
Teacher. The eternal God is
Class. And underneath are
Teacher. Thé Lord bless t
the Lord make his face shine upon thee, and
be gracious unto thee : the Lord lift up his counte.
nance upon thee, and give thee Ppeace.

followed hy singing,

thy refuge,
the everlasting arms,
hee, and keep thee:

_;’

e
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Good Books for Teachers.

From the Wesleyan Conference office (Charles
H. Kelly, London) we have received a number
of books which will be of special value to Sun-
day-school teachers as well as to the general
public :

Gates of Imagery ; or, Anecdotal and Other
Hllustrations of Religious Truth. By the
Rev. J. MArraT. London: Charles H.
Kelly.

The best preaching and teaching is that which
abounds in illustrations. These are the barbed
arrows that remain fixed in mind and heart.
Here are some hundreds of well-selected anec-
dotes and incidents which can often be used
with great advantage to enforce the teachings
of the Word of G:g. The writer is a veteran
Methodist minister, and we doubt not has
gleaned these from his own wide experience,
observation and reading.

A Manual of Modern Church Hiumi{. By
W. F. Srater, M.A., Professor of Biblical
Literature and Exegesis, Didsbury College.
Same publishers.

It is often hard to answer the questions which

‘“ Probable Sons.” By the Author of * Eric's
Good News.,” London: The Religious
Tract Society. Toronto: William Briggs.
Price 35 cents,

This is a beautiful story of child-life of more
than ordinary interest. The little creature
using this long word intended to say ‘‘prodi-

al,” but got things a little mixed. The story

escribes the influence on rich and titled people
of a little child, and illustrates the Scripture,
“Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings
thou hast perfected praise,” and ‘‘A little child
shall lead them.”

The Circuit Rider. A Tale of the Heroic Age
of American Methodism. By Epwakp
EceLesToN. Same publishers.

This is the best dramatic portrayal that we
know of early Methodism on this i
It describes the coming of the circuit rider to
the Hoosier State, the conflict of Methodism
with ungodliness and semi-barbarism, and the
trials and triumphs of that heroic age. Ithas a
g)od deal akin of the growth of Methodism in

anada, although the conditions of society, in
even the most primitive times of our country,
were not as rude as those in Indiana in the

riod here portrayed. This book should be
in every Methodist Sunday-school library.

are asked, or which one asks hi P

the different Churches of Christendom, Of
course there are ecclesiastical histories which
record their rise and growth ; but many busy
people have not the time nor the opportunity
to consult these, Here, in a book of only 230
pages, is given a condensed account of the prin-
cipal Churches—the Greek, the Roman Catholic,
Lutheran, Anglican and different Nonconform-
ist Churches; the Swedenborgians, Plymouth
Brethren, Positivists,and the like, It is indeed
a multum in parvo.

The Upper Room. By Jous WarsoN (IaN
MACLAREN), author of ‘‘ Beside tle Bonnie
Briar Bush.” New York: Dodd, Mead &
Company. Toronto: Fleming H. Revell
Company. Price, 50 cents.

The name of ““Ian Maclaren” has within a
ear become a household word throughout the
inglish-speaking world. His touching pictures

of Domsie, of Dr. Maclure, of Drumsheugh and
Jamie Soutar have made these pictures of his
brain almost as familiar as our best friends in
flesh and blood. But he is not merely a teacher
in story and parable ; he is an eloquent
preacher and pastor. This little book treats
chiefly on the last days of Jesus. It will be
::Fec ally appropriate for reading in connection

th the Lenten season and with the concurrent
%::dd"'"hml studies of the Passion of our

An Introduction to the Study of New Testament
Greek. By James Hore Mourron, M.A.,
late Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge.
Same publishers.

Many a Sunday-school teacher would find it
a comparatively easy task to learn enough
Greek to read for himself the New Testament
in the original. The late Robert Wilkes, Esq.,
M.P., who had slight educational advantages in
his youth, and who earned his own living and
that of others dependent on him from his boy-
hood, when he was carrying on a large business
which involved much travel and almost cease-
less labour, acquired a working knowledge of
both Greek and Hebrew, and sufficient ac-
uaintance with German and, we think, of
rench to do business in both these languages.
Elihu Burritt, workin§ for ten hours at the
forge, found time to learn about a score of
languages. With the aid of the little book
above mentioned and a Greek New Testament,
and the will to do it, in a few months one could
learn to read the oracles of God in the language
in which they were given.

THANES to our God we pay ;
For smile and tear,
For grief and cheer,
For gain, for loss.
For crown, for cross,
Thanks to our God this day.

S O D e
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ADVERTISEMENTS

- Orchestral Selections |

| FROM THE f
Canadian Hymnal.

HE introduction of the Orchestra into the Sunday-school has |
decidedly improved the musical part of the service, and is worthy |
of all the help and encouragement the School can give it. Most

orchestras are hampered by the lack of a proper arrangement of tunes,
and to supply this need we propose (if the demand warrants it) to issue
a series of selections from the CANADIAN HyMNAL, arranged for the
orchestral parts by a competent musician,

No. 1, NOW READY,

contains the following hymns :

All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name, Golden Harps are Sounding,

Holy ! Hely! Holy ! Lord God Almighty ! Jesus Shall Reign,

Seeking the Lost. Abide With Me,

Lead, Kindly Light. 1 Will Tell It to Jesus,

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me. God be With You Till we Meet Again,
d Onward, Upward, Homeward,

Jesus, Lover of my
Sound the Battle (¢

es,

Standing on the Pron

Onward, Christian Soldiers, Jesus is Tenderly Call

With Our Colors Waving Bright. Oh! the World must be Conquered for Christ,

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing, Sound the Alarm, |
Ring, Ring the Bells, Have Ye Heard the Song?

Christ the Lord is Risen To-day. Throw Out the Life-line, |

V/e have provided for ten instruments, viz. : First violin, second violin,
first and second cornets (in A and B flat), flute, clarionet (in A and B flat),
viola, trombone, cello and bass.  Of these the first and second cornet
are on the one score, as also the cello and the bass, making eight 4-page

e.

sheets in the full set, which is enclosed in a heavy manilla c;

PRICE PER SET - - $1.00, postpaid,
SEPARA’ PARTS, each - 15 cents

Munilla Cases for each of the separate parts may be had at 2 cents each,

No. 1 series contains several of those standard hymns which are ever
popular, and others not so familiar to many of the schools. The inten- |
tion has been to prepare a collection specially suitable for anniversary
services—rousing hymns that g0 with a sweep and a swing. We believe
these selections will be a revelation to many of the wealth and variety in
our S. 5. Hymnal. If we find that No. 1 meets with a popular reception, |
we will follow it with other series, until we have all that is best in the
Hymnal thus arranged for orchestras.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, |
29-33 Richmond St. West - - TORONTO, ON

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magazine, you wild oblige the
nublisher, asweil as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement in THE SUNDAY ScHOOL Baxyes.
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Epworth League Supplies.

REQUISITES.

. Per Dozen | 'Wall l’lﬂlul' (Active). In large type.
4| Constitution and By-Laws ....... s B0 10 Siz inches, Mounted on rnllm‘s
Sugges onstitution and By-Laws an lr shed, each
4 for Junior Leagues on
Per Hundred | Membership Certificate Card.  Printed
Prayer-Meeting Toples, On cardboard 0 50 in colours.. #1 00
4 Junior League l'rnyer-\lwllnu 'I‘npln. Removal Ce Illmh- Inrll l'nnlml in
4 On cardboard 0 50 colours. . ... 100
4 Assoclate Member's I'lﬂlur Card 050  Epworth lmuum- b urlo r lluml-mnol\
Act edge Card 050 lithographed ... 25
Junior League Pledge Card . ...... 0 50 | Epworth Ribbon, Special du~|gn I’Ll yd. 02
4

CANADIAN LEAGUE LEAFLETS.
Per dozen, 12 cents.  Per hundred. 80 . Post

paid.

Reading Course, 1895-6.

The following books have been selected by the Committee appointed by the last General
Conference, as the Epworth League Reading Course for 18956 :

bbbttt

John Wesley: His Life and Work, By The
Rev. MATTHEW LELIBVRE ......0o0vvviinnnss $0 35

Life of Jesus Christ. By Rev, Jawks
TALKER, D.D | .. H0 60

Brother and l. ~ulmte<| l'npcraon ounl

The Firm Foundation of the Christian c Tulﬂt\! By FARRAR, HUGHES, GLADDEN, and
Falth. A Handbook of Christian Evidences por g
4 for Sunday-school Teachers. Ib JoskPi AGAR S
4 Begr, D.D. .. . Cenresrenaiees 035 Total Retail Price of Four]Books— sw 20

Each sold separately, postpaid, at list prices ;
or, we will supply the entire set to I 70
League or individual readers at....... $ . Qet.

Postage and Mailing, 15 cents extra.

vanvwnnvvvvn" rrvry

SPECIAL
OFFER.

AMAAAAAAAAAAAAA ALAAA

NAddddddads

, It is the intention of the General Epworth League Board to have examinations upon the Reading
Course, and to grant diplomas to those who master the books. The course may be taken up by a whole
uounl) a group in the society, or by a single individual.

EPWORTH LEAGUE BADGES.

(Each enclosed in box, and sent postpaid.) | sterling stiver and Enamel—
° | No.10. Charm, with E. L ribbon, euuh‘ #0 15

Junior Badges (Sterling Silver)— :g }l) F;:\l:gl;'m 4‘:';:
No. l (Imrm. with E. L. nbbun) Enc)l > M

lluttun. Eac
. Clasp Pin. Ea

Senlor ltmlnn (Sterling Silv
N

6. Clasp Pin
1 l Charm, with E. L. ribbon. Each, 1 X -nr‘f’l’ln 7
..Per (0/ 3 60 ‘ €
4 . O lmp Pin.  Each 3 60 ‘
and En 0. 18. Charm, with E. L. ribbon, mch. 2 50
4 | No. 19. Clasp Pin ....... v 2 50
4 . Charm, with E. L. ribbun each.. 3;: E L of €. Budge—
. 7. Button ......

J No. & Clas :I”In . 070 No. 20. Charm, with E. L. ribbon, ster-

No. 9. Scarf Pin........ 070 ling silver. Each, 85e....... Per doz. 3 60

WILLIAM BRIGGS, . Wesley Buildings, . TORONTO, ON
©. W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q. 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8.
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