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PASTORAL LETTER.

IRea at the Auniual Budptss Mf tinz of tinz _chBapti6t Chlirvlî, tJanf. 1), lm0JI

DEata SiýSTEIS -Aýn> BRE.TÀE>-

Another vear bas -fiuished its course. We are here as a c4turch%
gther ap The history pf the past year, and'plan for the une upoir vrhich

* *we a-rre just-eutering.
First of- ali, le us gratefuliv a-clnowvledgfe that thie.good- baud of aur

'o Qabe upon uas. rtslv, îh it baudi kas led us ai niatie thse year
prcqsperous. lu spite of aiD inip rfectiais. -sinfulnt---s and forgetf ulness,
Iseý Lord bas st'ood by us, aRd'to-ntight %çe sh«all hear'reports mahicli speak
af the favoraf the Lord in every îieparýtm fut of our %work. l'bat there
taave beenimiemishes and fail rwe do not dleixy. but mac can ,honestiy
Sav thiat tIse Lord has crawned th~ 2 abQri of hisownu peapile in tiis churcli'

withahunantsucess.That the resiults have heen ail that Gad -demands
ýor ail th-at they aight have been isad are beeu mare tltOvoteml sud active,
ave dam~ uat daàim: his ave say, se have ahutiant reasau forgratitude
toaour Lard Jesus Christ for what lie has doue for ustiuring theyvear m~
sud great hope for.tIse cousiug year thsat it mai11 bis freighced %vith much e
larger bleassuags.

As, Pastor i wish ta acknawiedge the kiîuduess anti co-ape-ration af thse g
-muembers of Ibis chuasIs. Tihis is ane af-the vital elements of sgcs

m a
n churcli. The people nusut uphaid the Pastar's bauds if victury is to t

mast witb lsael. - believe thse hecmrt af this people is layai ta their Pastor. n
TIses beiieae in hins. they pray for eirn., They t;ea1k kind %çards- con-
ceruaing lihu. Hishunperfectiaus are is6t hiciden frotu tbem, -noa ouè is mfore P'
«clonso of thens than Ihuseif, but thev are n'ot eniarged upan. and i/la ft
usefuhmess imupaired by hasty unind, sud beiittiing macrds. The Scrip. t
tures tellue*ha aeare ltt eu e lier, but entreat hitu as a-father.

'The Pastar 'ib nat ta Lard it over Gad's heritage, but Ia* he an ensatu- I
ple%-to the flock. In thse New Testament ChurcIs tjherejs na. Priest except at
ChIrist. Trhere la su distinctior bmtwveu ciergy.a-ud laity. But the Apostie

-makes it'very clear that thosa whom the çmutighes 'eect as Pastars hiave
dine tIsern a certain love,,respect aud obedience withctnut %,hicli -. ucess can- O

nost -crawu thair efforts. Thev are to fard the fiock aflil Isdut hov cail
they feed thetu if -they .*iill nlot corne ta tIse ding pla They are t(>ai

-have overàigIst af thse flcIck, but hoar can tIes do thisfif the fl:xèk reb±i
\agaiust theirleadership. Trhe leadershsip a achris' cburch i& oue'o ai
tIse most dellcate and yet tIse strongest in the wpf It muat ha wltiug- t
Iy aud ttot by constral*t. It is a leadership -lave. That -uakzes il. tIse T:
-strau"gest possible; for metn avilI do aimd dae heu thes' love. 1t is tien vi*

cf irst importance t0 tIse success.of a church that they 'love their Pastort - iii
- A avonderfu lovre, 1<50, rooted and graunded iin our love to Jeans Christ. ui

1 býeeve that- tIse Norths Baptist Church la% truiy Chris.ian in thme lave, %VI
sywm.athy sud support wIicIs aIe glass ta her Pastor. 1 avant ta -record o-
in appreciation o£ the genuine Levae whirh tIse church bas shoau nieet p

hsince I came among you as ane under shep#erd. It bas flot failed in tIse af
utost tryiug times. Lt bas buoyed me sp, .whems ather<vise 1 wouid have lei



le dîouaec I. thank- God for 1se' scripturalattd fttscuc
to%%Ùrds her Pastor:

"i'Vouf"Pastor hu= éndeavourecI to givç.e fair a:ud- impgrtial pàsstoiral.ii-.
ttioni eludntixeà. Fuur afteriioois of the week, have issen sacred1,,v
stas fl- for tht'an our ilenominatoa work. Wh en thie rotund- bas

heen once ruade, he lias begun agairs. Witliout respect of persus lie lias
:1 called- upon al]. f'ie large puinnber of trangnrs.hu are conbtn sycm

do not'belougi to our o«ýn or ayotrer cnregastiolw Thiis work, we_
heiee isarad rng e-edîts ini -thse difenilance uf tliese and thr

Supon our services. It 1a4h een the airx tif thse Pir.tur tu gain ani to Isolti.
LkEvery f smilyv or person w ho feels the isfluctice.i»? ur churcis and ishene-

re havted treb, hv~ielps tu draw otliers ur ilesire bas heem to holà-l al -sve

ty-hv otauid to get miore. Thse Lortl r<quires is of u-, as'&faithful stew-

Thent Churcli lias done noble work in wvelcoming strangers. Itit 1 a
diffiuIt 1iiing for orne to doéne iito'our churcn andi sut receive' heaty

e handtshakes frons some of the. cungregation with an .4i 1ti?n,,te conte-
Wgi. Ve h9pe that tisere will tee aus increase of tisn at, our Sundlay-

~,evensng service, wlinu osving to tise- aflel-meeding,. aiiii thse cîrowd, thte
Pas.tor canunot girl to- tht doodr. Lut éverv.inensîser of the Chiurcis feel niý..

e greater re.-Ineihilitv in this -matter ut-%vs -lcunsing strangers, 'a7id<eooir
1 evers- pe%- will tee 'filled. 'TIse gond naine of our -chýurchis spreà dIi ng
> tbrouigiiouitbf-£t a sud province. "I i-, attracting, tise. pzople.* , Çlaat

meanrs a usoa-t 4sroniising future. Let u% ive tir to our pussihilities.
- Vour pastoc t-, ~esaàed ttsat the Xr-hIiptist is tise real guîn

e Peopiet'; Churels 1-rb ai6 tisecit. - He liopes tu niake it msore so-..azid
s.feeis Iliit hgbas youtrsupport inise guni work. -In tise f uture he hopes

tnniak-e a stringer appeal to the sailurs a, our wlsarves ou tise- L:î,rd'
Day, andi hy4sseans of invitationss ànti printel ad urttatmr1u

- thent ostr.%vav. heeiastrossg ten<lency nowv, and %ve oughttotk

t atlvanttag5, ofili. - -- £
Ile hîpa- also te, set speciaf tffeo4q put f9rtis titis year to reacîs thte

vassq ui people s-ho do noîsatten4 ti ulnrcl. WVe ougitt to tacdi nans
* oftis. But tisis cannsot be accouiplîsliel. unless sua have more Visita.
lion aiuipttht peopit. 1Nsere le, a large uppnrtussiîy for work litre,-
anid %sée ir.ie\-e tise churcit %vil ýseiîze it.

Iwe liedieve ini e-mphasiz.ing -the' social elýrssent iu our cijurcis. %vork,
E -ut in t1i- forefrotnt of ev-ery effort sve inusit put ;he spiritual. Stroîig a<

V ire NoQCircit is socialiy, sh- bas her sirgsin tur spiritual lfe..
Tssit i i le èis iéflv instýumtntai in dra,.ing -tise people to ciit ser- -

v-icesl. wf'e iii -sot haave tht *%pisitual lire. ill else svouli lit cuit and'
- lifélesz. Peoj'le talk more about thte grand s * ritual Meeing nit
- uplif4*n i-piritual songs we bave, tiai about antiaing tie. Ikcause

we h:x ~s .. ihu »niea-sur of spiritual life thse otlaers5 foUlow= as/"a inatter ci'-
ieur.- it 14 imupossible to emlplasize too inucis UIe jzp;ortasce of ont -

Pr- pre r vices. Thev are tise hesat of tise clswaas. ie il flrst. .lty
of thi -iihers orfial- churcli to support tIse. Thet 'paitoraicknose'-

- loyitsalty of the- churciil suppor.t of tisese skrviczs, -He fela



-*--b~ftere is one hn dhi1sLi4tus'heç th\orthx Clvurcit above al

-t-ri sgad pita.ui peF.ietns Au u more.
oi ur streugt th d prayer into thesethia year, aud 'ce wilI reap accord-

iugly fu sous converted and iacsmcecd
ýýTarre, bas Ieiia gteady inctrease ili aur Sunday . cngregatIaîus duriug-.

the yiear. Perbapsthe growth bas bce2l uo.,-t pîarke4 ili our.even'14'g
caugiegatiaus. -The Pastof féeis Very thanlf'ul ta the frZrd fùr thé~ l>ya-l-
support of the preýaèhiug..-services by bis peol;]. le tc;hlr urge upon-
the -cburch the importance .of atuêudiug bath services, mnorning -anid
eveniug. Sundayis aur titue of harvest, and ii la auf tie tLuiust- ixot
auce that eacbi iinerr-r lie ic bspae e look for greater in crease in'

negligenit ourès to aour preaching serv ices ,anti - elp ta holdi theni?
Piveof ur ènièi- bavý ben aidawa inthe >si!c.t- grave, bt

their spirits have goue le be with Jesus. The Dçacous Wu their report

iiIIniake7 nientiôn c>f tèefahthful -isters in Isaelz Tbey luved thte
churcl endi laiortd Jealously for be acenieut.

. Von wlvll h-aveltbe finaneia report reati ta ) u, alla c.n sce for y-Our-,
selI-ves wbiat prgeshsbeeb miate. Van will fiud thre finaticlal Siate-

* mn ~use for gelue congratulation. We believe thartha -publisbing-
of aur Ctleudar bas. quiëtly but tffectively belpeti in titis gooti' -vork.

'The CMlifudar bas go-ne ta the endsaof'l11e world declarinc:9 i ur %vork, i
-the Lord.* Strangers have;been iattractedl hy it. They lave Said, -,tbat
is au entefprising chiurch.*e It lias stimluated the spiritual andi the busi-.
ness part oT our wo-rk. Que Caleudar q.peakzs loudly thiat titis -churcl is

déemnd -ta makne tht very most of itself lui tl;e service. u:f ieLr
JesSN.-Auongtemany factors whiéh havê given toue and stability ta

aur work, wre helieve' the Caleudar is mot secaudarv. h bhelpa ta fiolif
-ihat w e et and tompact 1 Intu syutrclor.

1 nted bnly ta reusînd 3-ou that titis 3'ear la to ie ane tif the griEatest
importance ta us. Thre 'Baptiat Convention of the Maritlime Provinces-
ineets -vrtlt us lu August. There welt oif necessity have ta be Saflit pre-_
paradonis for th-al great meeting. As one of thre Ia.rgest anti moat impo)r-

t= tcliurcires in the Conventian it is fitting that we give thernuisi

Tigbit thingîin the rigbt way. That-itil be for us ta deal %wath ast

\Vitb-everythingi ta encourage us, ive ought ta malte (his a most mens-,
araàble yeari lu rghstory. Thlrty-tltreelavebeenadtdediby baptismthis

.- pastyear. If ie lay aur-,eltes wrholly upan the Xitar a oti ire aballxiot-
be L-disappotteti an auralhCentury dilering of izosoul-sfor jesus. WÎVU

I Dou-do yaur part ta briug thista past.* h ailrests'tvîth us. Go!li slong-.
Dingfar.it, jesus lai s -ag tËo.ý I<eýusbie.q ud doi7ug.

t.vigl our atr.,

ZZNAS 'L. IAS*..


