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CHRIST THE SAVIOUR OF SINNERS.
A SERMOX
BY REV. THHOMAS BENNETT.

This is a_faithful saying and worthy of all ucceptation, that
Christ fesus came into the cteorld to save sinners.—
I Tim. i. 13.
T is not well to dweil continually on the first principles of the doctrine of
Christ ; yet every Christian is re-awakened and refreshed by going back
occasionally to the firs principles of our faith—the elementary ruths of the
gospel, as those of our text, * Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners.”

These primary truths are best suited to children—uwho do not want baby
talk. God has made the Bible for them. It is wonderfully suited to all
understandings, though it contains mysteries which the angels desire to look
into. And to those who are unsaved no truth should be more precious than
this primary one- ~“ Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”

1 fear we do not preach sufficiently that men are sinners, and as such,
their folly and wickedness and danger, and therefore men do not realize
their need of the Divine Saviour, and the importance of the immediate
acceptance of Him. Christians, while 1 preach, keep praying that the Holy
Spirit may light up and bring home to every heart the old but ever new
truths of this text, Allow me to say that whoever you wmay be, my
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sermon will be personal, -to vow, and T shall speak of three things: First,
sinners, secondly, Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, and
thirdly, our duty to accent this saying, and be saved, for ““ it is a faithful say-
ing and worthy of all acceptation that Christ fesus came into the world to
save sinners.”

1. SINNERS,

1. Al are sinners.. -A sinner is, literally, one who has missed the mark
likeness to God.  As God created man in His own image only he who is
like God is like man.  As every one naturally is in spirit, temper and power
unlike God, every one has missed the end of his being.

A sinner is a person to whom a definite work was given and who had
not done it.  God says, “ This people have I formed for myself : they shall
show forth my praise.” But as everyone naturally lives tor himself and seeks
his own praise, cveryone, as to his doing, has missed the mark. Can any
word better express everyone’s character, than the word sinner-  one who has
missed the mark, and fallen short of the end for which he was created ?

2, Y?/c_/b//j of stnners. I mean of you if unsaved.  You know that vou
are a sinner, having an immortal soul and yet never seriously thinking.

“’’he numbered hour is on the wing
‘That lays thee with the dead.”

“‘I'his night thy soul may be required of thee.”
and when the stars have burned out, and forever> What folly :
Ah, sinner ! if death should - ome now your soul would be lost tor all cter-

What shall be its home then,

nity, and yet you go on preferring sinful pleasure a little longer, with the risk of
cternal misery, to the immediate acceptance of Christ, with an hundred-fold for
what you would have to give up. What folly! Defending yourself
in that choice, it may be, by boasting of your honesty and calling Christ-
ians hypocritss, as if, forsooth, your fractional, commercial honesty, which
passes you among men, would pass you in the heavenly circles. If not
beside yourself, you never would claim honcsty while using every power of
the being, which God gave you and which He redcemed, in the service of
self and Satan ; nor wouid you display the filthy rags of your own righteous:
ness boastfully. You remind me of an old woman who used to pass along
the street near our college with rags upon rags, of every colour and hue,
placed upon her as a garment and calling herself a queen.  So in the sight
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of God, vour self righteousness s a display of filthy rags and if not crazed by
sin, in sorrow and shame, you would abandon it all at once.

Remember, Christ uttered s mast seathing rebukes against self
righteous sinners.

3. The ivickedness of sinners.  What base ingratitude to receive life, health,
strength, food, raiment, home, friends and every blessing from God, and yet,
as the unreasoning swine that eat the fruit beneath the tree and never look
up, vou never look up o God with grutetul acknowledgement

What wickedness that you, whilst a tellow-sinner with men, should sct
vourself up for a judge with God.  Unmercifully condemning the imaginary
ot weal bt ogeasionar sivs of God's clildren  whilst your whole life is one of
camstant rebellion and sin. * He shall have judgment without mercy that
shewed no merey.”  “ Though hypoente first cast the beam out of thine own
ae”

How wicked in the sight of God and of angels to blight, dwarf and
destroy your own soul notwithstanding Gads loving efforts to save you,
whilst at the same time you are sowing e devil'sseed in the hearts of others !
You mean some day 10 stop.  Unless God help, you cannot, and if you
should, what of the past? .\ dying man of ill-spent life said :  “ Oh that my
intluence could be gathered up and buried with me.” That could not be :
for it, there was no shroud nor hurial. 1t will ever walk the carth a pestilence
to destroy. Wil there be souls in hell whom you shall have sent there in a
similar way ? It was a wise penitential prayer of a man, who had exercised
influence for cvil, * Lord torgive my other men’s sins.”  What awful wicked-
ness to help the devil destroy yourself and others ! \What monstrous wicked-
ness 10 continue doing this deliberately, persistently !

4. Dhe danger to sohich sinners are exposed.  God to sustain government
must have law. Law must have penalties attached 1o i, oitherwise it is
merely good advice.  [If criminals should be let off with good advice merely,
they would zrow worse and multiply, and life would be unsate. Law must
have prisons. Once those who are in our penitentiaries were sweet babes,
but sinners.  “ Evil men and seducers,” God says, “shall wax worse and
worse.”  So, sin in you will grow and multiply---if you are not soon saved
until it would dethrone God and blot out heaven. Therefore, as in time we
have many, in eternity God has one great prison house- hell,

Make light of sin! Angels sinned but once and were cast out of
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heaven. Our first parents sinned but once and were cast out of paradise.
If God spared not the angels, nor our first parents, will He spare thee in
sin? Behold His wrath against sin in the strugglings and wailings of the
thousands drowned in the deluge and in that of the thousands who went
down beneath the liquid fire that overthrew Sodom, of whom Giod tells us.
Centuries after that they are still suffering the vengeance of cternal fire.”
Make light of being a sinner because of God's goodness ! If all the suffering
that has been for six thousand years is consistent with His Fatherly goo-l-
ness, why may not such suffering be consistent with the same goodness in
the world to come?

Make light of being a sinner ! \When if death come now you would die
without Christ, without God, without hope, without peace, without excuse,
without escape and be lost to all eternity.

You expect 0 live on, and change. But, *“ we all do fade as a leaf ” -
in Autumn ; A bird, a thrown-stick, a gust of wind may cause any leaf to fall
and fade in early Summer. So God says: * When sinners shall say peace
and safety sudden destruction cometh upon them *  The fever day with its
dull insensibility, apoplexy, or any one of the “ ten thousand accidents,” may
come suddenly and you will sec not, hear not, speak not, to those who
gather round you- -you will be in eternity—and echo will keep wailing around
you cvermore, the saddest of all words “ It might have been.” It might have
been this throne or that throne, this crown or that crown in heaven: it is
hell. You reed salvation now. And if you realize this, you will appreciate
the next leading thought of our text.

I1. “CHKIST JESUS CAME INTO THE WORLD TO SAvE SINNERS.”

The fact that Christ Jesus came into the world implies His pre-
existence. He existed and then came into the world. So we tead ini.
Peter, *“ We are redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, * * * who
verily was foreordained hefore the foundation of the world.” Redemption
was no after-thought remedy of an unforseen evil.  God in the past eternity
held an ordination service, then the Father by the Holy Spirit set apart the
Son to be the Saviour of sinners. Again we read, “J was set up,” that is,
anointed, ‘“from cverlasting, or ever the earth was * ¥ # % nd my
delights were with sons of men."”

God hated sin but loved sinuers, and, therefore, Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners by the sacrifice of Himself.
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When any man awakes Lo a sense of the awfulness of sin he cries out for
a sacrifice, for an atonement. ‘T'he heathen feel this, and offer the fruit of
their body for the sin of their soul.  The holiest among men feel this need.
Ve believe that the angels felt the absolnte nced for an atonement if man
would be saved.  God felt it to be an awful reality. He must have an
atonement that will satisfy the conscience of all moral beings : an atonement
of which angels will say, * Yes, that is enough,” and of which demons will
say, “Wc can say nothing against that,” and of which the human conscience
will say, *“‘GGod can be just and the justifier of him which believeth.” Who
could make such an atonement?  Not man.  He is a sinner himself.  Not
angels. They arc finite and the violated law is infinite. In John 3rd we
have two “musts.”  The first, ** Ye must be born again ™~ to see the kingdom
of God- -the kingdom of the saved. The second “must " is *“the Son of
man ”--the Son of God- “must be lifted up,” 7. ¢, on the cross. It
indicates the absolute necessity for the cternal Son of God and man to
expiate sin by suffering.  Christ Jesus came into the world not to separate
sin and suffering, but to separate sinners and suffering, by His own sufiering
in theit stead.  If grace would reign it must be not apart from, nor despite,
but through righteousness.

Glorious gospel ! “ He bore our sins in His own body on the tree.”

“ Justice will not the payment twice demand :
First at my glorious surcty’s hand,

And then again at mine.”
Morc than that : “ As the Father hath life in Himself so hath He given to
the Son as Saviour to have life in Himself.” And by the Holy Spirit through
the gospel He brings sinners Ly faith into union with Christ so v.at they
receive of His everlasting 1'%, are born of God, and become new creatures,
having new views, new aspirations, new works.

A lady thought she recognized, leading a religious meeting in prayer, the
voice of a swearing Captain, and failing to be assured of the fact by her own
knowledge and the answers of friends, she timidly asked him, “ Are you the
same man 1 heard swearing on the street near my house? " “ Well,” he said,
“ T am the same person and yet, thank God, I am not the same.” “If any
man be in Christ he is a new crzature - not a perfect creature, only a babe
in Christ, yet so glorious that when thus saved, there is joy in heaven,” for
“it doth not yet appear what he shall be.”
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He w oa siner saved, and no more to be the feothall of the world, the
flesh, and the devil, true if he has lived long m sin, he may bave to say as
Augustine, “ Lord 1 began to Jove thee too late, the devil was too long in e,
my will got too much twisted, it is the rudder that turns the boat oftimes as
1 do nat want it to go.”  He may even be as one who seemed to he saved
but sadly fell and when rebuked said, *what can vou expeet of public house
sweepings > Such saved ones may fail in particular battles but they shall
not in the whole campaign.  They may have mtennediate failures but they
shall have final victory. Drunkards have been made sober, thieves honest,
unclean persons chaste, and they haselived on for years, compared with the
best of unsaved men, clean without and white within : and when they died,
they went, we hope, to heaven.  “ Such were some of you but ye are washed,
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus.” As
the stars of heaven is the number Christ Jesus saved from childhood, before
they were enslaved by the power of sinful habit. And as the majority die in
infancy, we cherish the hope, that as the sands on the sca-shore is the num
ber Christ Jesus came to save.

“ Kre the world its snares around them threw
Qr its sins and its cares they ever knew,”

Christ Jesus came into the world to save, not a few, but *“a great mulutude
which no man can number.” Will you and I, when a few days or vears have
come and gone, stand among that multitude in everlasting glory > Blessed
sayving ! Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.

HI  OUR DUTY TO ACCEPT THIS SAYING ; “CHRIST JESUS CAvE
INTO THE WORLD TO SAVE SINNERS,”

We should accept it because it is a faithful and worthy saying. Wherever
this saying was accepted, men were delivered from bondage of sin, lived lofty
Christlike lives and triumphed over the fear of death  But, as the accept-
ance of a medical prescription will not save the sick unless he also take the
medicine prescribed, 1o more will the intellectual acceptance of this saying,
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, save unless we also accept,
lovingly and joyfully, Christ lesus Himself. “To as many as received Hin
1o them gave He power to hecome the Sons of God, even to them that
believe on His name.”
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The statement, * worthy of all acceptation " means :

1. That Christ Jesus is worthy of acceptation as Teacher, Exemplar,
Sacrifice, Saviour, King, and in every sense in which He is presented to us
in the word.  Said an eminent Unitarian, “1 believe Him to be my
judge.” ““If judge then why not believe Him to be your Saviour,” replied a
friend.

We need Him especially as Saviour  to save us from the loveand power
as well a~ from the guilt of sin. Surely no ouce can expect that he may
cherish any sin, and yet have Christ Joesus and be saved. ‘This is a contra-
diction in terms.  If saved we are saved from sin - * A man cannot be made
white and yet continue black, he cannot be healed and yet continue sick,
neither can one be saved and be still a lover of sin.™  Will you hold on ta
your sin and go to hell, or accept Christ Jesus, be saved from sin, and go
1o heaven. ‘There is no other choice. If you put off deciding, or neglect to
think of the imatter, vou choose sin and its consequence, and next Sabbath it
may be too late to choose Christ and its salvation-  reason may be gone, the
Spirit departed or death who is busy amongst us may not wait for your repent-
ance or the comfort of your fricnds. \ccept Christ Jesus now, in every
office and aspect of His being, but ¢specially as saviour fromn sin, for it is a
faithful saving and worthy ot all acceptation that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners.

2. Worthy of the acceptation of all kinds of sinners.  If Satan can no
longer make you believe that you are in no great need of salvation he will
tell you that you are too great a sinnerto besaved.  How often the awakened
sinner says, “I have sinned too long and too grievously to be saved.” Let
me answer that. ¢ Christ Jesus is able to save even to the uttermost.”  Saul
of Tarsus was one of .n¢ greatest of sinners.  His very breath was that of
threatening and slaughter to the disciples of the Lord, and his soul was
stained with their blood. That 4¢ was saved is positive proof that Christ
Jesus came to save the worst of sinners. At the Fulton street prayer meeting,
a man said that though he had a praying mother yet he became a reckless
prodigal, but that upon his mother's death he felt that he ought to get into
better company. He thought he would join the Oddfellows. They en-
quired about his character and finding that he was a drunken sailor, they
hlack-balled him. They didnt want him. He went 10 the Free Masons.
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‘I'hey learned that his character was not good, and they too black-balled him.
Upon invitation he went into a prayer meeting. He heard that Christ Jesus
vame into the world to save sinners. He believed Him. He took Him at
His word, and said that he came to Christ without ary character and Christ
didn't black-ball him. Oh, sinful man, having none among men to love you,
Christ Jesus loves you. Accept Him and He will save you. Once when
George Whitefield was preaching he declared that Christ would save the
devil’s castaway. Afterwards, in Lady Huntingdon’s drawing room, he was
chided for using that vuigar expression. Just then a letter was put into his
hand, in which the writer thanked Whitefield for that very remark, for said
he, 1 had fallen so low that my companions forsook me. 1 felt that I was
the devil's castaway to whom you referred in your sermon.  Whitefield handed
the letter to his critics and said, that must be my answer.

‘I'he least sinner needs the Infinite Saviour, the greatest sinner has not
over-matched Him.  Greatest sins are not a preparation for the Saviour,
Thank God if you have been kept from them. But the question is not arc
your sins few or many --are you a little or a great sinner? The question is,
do you accept Christ Jesus >—arc you united to Him? It is generally sup-
posed that the late American war began abvout slavery. The North was
against slavery, the South for it and they appealed to arms, but it is well
kuown that soon the question of slavery was swallowed up in the more itport-
ant uestion of union-— -the union of the States—who is for or against the
union? The question for us now is not about the origin of sin in Eden or
the degree of sin in sinners, but who is for or against union with Christ
Jesus? ‘The question of all questions for you is, am 1 for or against this
union #oie ¢ 1n a little while you may be in the agonies of death. 1o not
think that since He came to save even the chief of sinners the prayer, * GGod
be merciful to me a sinner,” said when dying, will result in your salvation
You may not have time in which to say even that short prayer, or you may
say it, and it will be no prayer, because not from you heart, and so you may
die in your sin and mourn your folly and lash yourself for evermore.

Whoever you may be, you are a sinner, and need the Saviour roie,
Accept Him in all His offices as Saviour, and, though heaven and earth
pass away, your soul will not be lost, you will have passed from death umo
life everlasting.

Montreal.




Sumposium.

THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH.
REV. JOHN CAMPBELL. LL.D.

HE genial editor of the Ceaade  Presivicrian can gencrally see as
far into a millstone as any other man, but he was at fault when he
inferred from the article on this subject in last month’s JournNat. that there
was no doubt what side the writer was on. The spectacle of a college
faculty, divided against itself and warring in words in the organ of their own
students and graduates, was felt to be so undesireable that the members of
faculty asked to write on the subject met with the editor and unitedly agreed
to favour, not necessarily revision, but important changes in the articics of
faith. IFrom that agreement neither of the writers has expressed to the other
or to the editor his intention of receding. It will, therefore, be necessary to
read between lines, to judge as much by what the ariicle does #of affirm as by
what it does, and especially 1o note that the third zlternative, a new con-
fession, is not touched at all.  Any one familiar with the numerous public
duties of the writer will not wonder at the necessity for leaving some things
unsaid.

Historically, the Westminster Confession can be traced back to the
personal expericunce of St. \ugustine of Hippo. ‘The licentious young
Manichee, as his Confessions relate, was suddenly brought to rest, almost as
bv an open miracle, on the merits of Christ, and so found peace, and
freedom from the lusts of the flesh. From his own experience first, and then
by a scarch for Scripture texts to confirm it, he formulated his creed of
absolute predestination and irresistible grace. The way by which Providence
led him at Tagaste and Carthage, at Rome and Milan, the prayers of his
devout mother, Munica, the preaching of Ambrose, his own soul struggles,
the friendship of Alypius and others, the mere Pagan aids afforded by Cicero
and Plato, were clean forgotten or merged in these two doctrines which are
really one, falsely attempting to glorify Divine Sovereigmy by a Divine
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monergism, in which free will is lost sight of and man becomes a practical
automaton.  Theologians  blame Johﬁ Wegley and Schliermacher and
Zinzendorff, because tiey built their theological systems largely on their
own 1eadings of their religious experience, a most dangerous method to
follow, masmuch as there is in such experience infimte variety, the Free
Spirit of God working as liberally in the realy of spiritual phenomena as in
the boundless varicty of matural objects.  Had \ugustine merely set forth
the great things God did for him, he would have conferred, as in great part
he has done, a boon upou humanity. Dut when he went farther, and
declared, with science little less in its pretensions than omniscience, that he
knew the absolute divine method in that experience, he transcended the
limits of those Sacred Scriptures which he quoted in favour of his own
theory.

When the great father, for he was great and ever will be, looked about
him for the principle on which God governs the universe, he found it, not in
that love which is the fulfilling of the law, but in the law itself, or, worse
still, in stern retributive justice.  Augustine was a Latin speaking and Latin
thinking man, a Ron.an.  He was familiar with the story of Junius Brutus,
who put to death his own sons, Titus and Tiberius, because they were
traitors, while all that beheld were filled with grief.  He knew how the
galiant young Manlins. son of Toerquatus, taunted by a Latin champion,
disobeyed orders and broaght the spoils of the slain foc to his father's feet,
and how, all unmindful of the whole army’s pleading voice, and of the
mother at home awaiting the return of her brave son from the wars, that
father condemned him to die.  Refore his eyes was the goddess Justitia in
the forum, with bandaged cyes and scales and naked sword ; before his mind
the heathen words, “Fiat justitia, ruat ceclum:'™ This stern, uncom-
promising justice was the Roman’s glory.  He would have seen nothing wrong
in Shakspeare’s Shylock demanding his pound of flesh by bond.  Was that
Roman aumosphere of thought the proper one in which to formulate a gospel
system? \What does the, Bible say, nay, what docs the incarnate God say,
in this matter of justice?> “The Father judgeth no man, but hath com-
nitted all judgment unto the Son,” John v, 22 But the Son says, “ I came
not to judge the world, but to save the world,” John xii. 47: “1 judge no
man,” John viii. 15: * God sent not His Son into the worid to condenmn: the
world,” John iii. _17. And yet again, “ For as the Father hath life in Him
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seif, so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself : and hath given
Him authority tv execute judgment also, becwuse He is the Son of man,” John
v. 26, 27. Christ, as the Son of man, came for judgment upon tie prince
of this world, John xvi. 11: and this judgment he pronounced, not alone,
but with the first fruits of the Gentile world, John xii. 31, **Do not think
that 1 will accuse vou to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even
Moses in whom ye trust,” John v. 45. Paul writes in the same strain: Do
ye not know that the saints shall judge the world?™  “Know ye not that
we shall judge angels?™ 1. Cornthians, vi. 2, 3. Augustine’s theology
knows nothing of this marvellous truth. “T'o him the gospel of John was as
if it existed not.  He was more familiar with the psalms than with any othe
portion of the Seriptures @ but in his mind the soth was more than the 518,
the goth than the gist, the 102nd than the 103rd. He was a great man and
a good, but a onesided man, who brought the prejudice of his ill read
personal experience and of his Roman thought and ideal of excellence,
to the study of theology.

Even the Old Testament Scriptures, n presenting the legal aspect of the
Divine character, present it as working not for condemmation, but for salva
tion: “For the Lord is our judge, the lord is our law-giver, the lord is
our King : He will save us,” Isaiah xxaiit. 22, Humanity as a whole and in
the individual is not an outside public world of aliens, but, with all its sins,
a spouse, the mother of God's children: *“Thus saith the lord, Where is
the hill of vour mother’s divorcement whom I have put away > or which of my
creditars is it to whom I have sold you? Behold for your iniquities have yc
sold yoursclves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away ”:
Isaiab v. 1. \ugustine knewall about the bill of divorcement and the creditor.
In his De Doctrina Christiana, of alt the cardinal passages quoted above, the
only one he touches 1s that in Corinthians.  The Augustinian exaltation of
the Divine justice over cvery othier attribute took fatal possession of the
Church in all its divisions.  So-called mystics, pious souls,dn all lands and
ages. that cauld not endure the wrangling of the schools, betook themselves
quietly to the love of God : even these among them who wrote and preached
however. were unable to madify the Church’s judgment.  Nevertheless, it is
a false judgment of God, inconsistent with thousands of Scripture statements,
and with the entire revelation of the Father in Jesus Christ. 1t is time in
these last days, when we, the product of nincteen centuries of Bible study,
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are, if we usc our opportunities aright, the fathers, and the Westminster
Divines, the reformers, the scholastic doctors, and the so-called Fathers, arc
the children, 1o vindicate the character, and set forth the true glory, of that
one Father in heaven, whose best name is Love.

The glory and strength of Augustine’s systemn is its decided opposition
1o Pelagianism, but, cven in this, neither he nor his successors got at the root
of the matter, namely, that all the light and life and love, all that is beautiful
and good and true, every good as well as every perfect gift in the realms of
nature and of grace, all these come down from the Father of lights. The
ray of sunlight in a coal mine or in a filthy hovel is sunlight all the same :
s0 goodness great or small, whatever its surroundings, is the work of the
Light which shineth in the darkness that comprehend it not. By losing
sight of this, by denying any good to the so-calied natural man, in other
words, by ignoring common grace, the Augustinian system is really, in spite
of itself, semi-Pclagian.  Rome, for the sake of establishing a basis for good
works, became Pelagiar, although many of its greatest doctors, and, in com-
paratively late time, the lansenists and Port Royalists, protested against u
departure frum Augustinian orthodoxy.  But the bishop of Hippo's extreme
views on absolute predestination never found entire favour in the Church.
Many a time, down the centuries, men who held predestination to damnation,
and its alinost necessary concomitant, predestination to sin, were condemned as
blasphemous heretics ; and so they were.  Who dare preach such doctrines
to-day in the Presbyterian Church or out of it? And yet we speak of the
glorious Augustinian system ! 1 will not refer to superstitions and other
errors of this great father in doctrine and practice, as my object is not 1o sit
in judgment upon him or any man, but simply, and even somewhat unwill-
ingly, 10 exhibit the unscriptural nature of parts of that ancient system on
which the theology of our confessional, but happily not to any extent of our
pulpit, teaching, is based.

Anselm, Lombardus, Aquinas, and the ather scholastic doctors who
followed Augusli:\c, handed down his tenets, mingled with much rubbish of
their own, and rigidly ruiled by the Aristotelian system, for the benefit of the
reformers.  In his Institutes, Calvin draws cnormously upon Augustine, and,
0 a lesser extent, upon Ambrose, RBasil, the Gregories, Cyril, Jcrome,
Chrysostom, Cyprian, Tenullian, and other fathers. Nor does he neglect
the schoolmen, among whom appear Bemard, lombard, and ‘Thomas
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Aquinas. These he quotes to n;prov'(;”or to’refute, according as their state-
ments confirm those of Augustine or differ from them. Augustinc ruled the
Reformation.  luther and Knox were Augustinian monks, and almost if not
all of that order joined the reformers. ‘The Augustinian was the best of the
two existing systems of theology, so the reformers accepted it, and sought to
separate from it the additions made by the schoolmen, and the more glaring
errors of the great father himself. They modified the old scholastic defini-
tions, it is true, and had their successors continued to improve upon these,
a Scriptural system might have been reached in time ; but they didnot. On
the contrary, they relapsed into the scholastic metnod. Dr. Walker, in his
Scottish Theology and ‘Theologians, says regarding the Scottish divines of the
seventeenth and cighteenth centuries :  “ They were most thoroughly familiar
with the Nicene theology, and adhered to it closely ; and the great Christian
writers of the first centuries, especially the Latin ones, were their careful
study. Royd and Rutherford, and Gillespie, and Brown, would have found
themselves cngaged in a perfectly congenial occupation, debating the doct:
rinc of the ‘Trinity, whether in its metaphysical or its historical aspects. 1t
is, indecd, one of the notable differences between our older and our later
theology -the greater dependence of the former on the ancient Church. A
theological work used to be regarded as incomplete, without the witness bear
ing of .\ugustine, and Hilary, and Chrysostom, and Basil. In some cascs
the pages of these old Presbyterians groan under the weight of patristic
quotations aud references.” This says more for the crudition of the Scottish
divines than for their ability 10 understand the Scriptures for themselves. The
same thing, adding the schoolmen, may be s2id for Owen and others of the
Puritans. "The Swiss were worsc.  But, why go any farther than Hodge's
System, laden with human authorities of every kind

Did any onc search the Scriptures for a scriptural system? 1 should
likc 10 know that good man’s name. Save in a few minor points, the
past reformation theologians, not including heretics and rationalists, have
followed blindly the lead of the reformers, as a flock of shecp, their bell-
wcther. It has not been a question of * Thus saith the Lord,” but, * Thus
say so many rcputable theologians ™  Beza was more scholastic, logical, and
more Calvinistic than Calvin : he died in 1605. Two years before Beza's
death, Arminius, who had studied under the great Genevan, began to impugn
the absolute decree of predestination, and wandered off into semi-Pelagia-
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nism. He and his followers were infamonnshy treated by the orthodox divines
and statesmen of Holland, so that his lfe was thetein shortened.  Nine
years after his deatl. o1 i 1618, the Synod of Dot began to sit It was a
hard, cold, semn political, scholastic faee to 1cach a foregone conclusion,
that Augustinianismy or Calvinism is all the truth. s atmosphere, religio-
political, was one of prejudice and passion, unfavourable in many wavs to a
calm and reverent survey of the Divine Word.  Litde more than twemy
years later, the slumbering strife between the King and the dergy of Eng.
land, and the Presbyterians and Puritans generally, who had been cruelly
oppresscd, burst into open warfare, and, on the first of [uly, 1043, while war
was yet raging, the assembly of divines met at Westminster.  Fuiler was right
in speaking of them as “ Good with the trowel but bictter with the sword,
more happy in polemical divinity than in edifving doctrine.” They had been
contending for long years with the King and the bishops, and they con-
tended ficrcely and bitterly. Granted the learning of many of them, the
fervent picty of a few, the sufferings they had endured, they were there as
warriors, bound to struggle. unu! England and Scotand were dominated
religiously, by the canons of the Synod of Dort. 1t is a pitiable sign, not of
their character, for, spite of Clarendon’s and Laud’s assertions to the con-
trary, they were men of good lives, but of that of their oppunents, that they
hardly dared usc the sacred name of love, while the cavaliers had smirched
and trailed in the mire.  What is a confession of faith in God, that needs
continually to have the inferior terms and mere co-ordinate attributes, zood-
ness, mercy and the like, raised up to the dignity of supreme love? ‘Thank
Giod for the spiritual cvolution that makes this necessary : but, in the name
of common sense, and in the higher name of Divine truth, if God be love,
why not say so in plain words, as did the Apostle John?  Well, the Assem-
bly made the Confession and presented it 1o the Parliament on December 3,
1646 ; but was sent back again @ attack marginal notes, lo prove eoery pari 3f
i by Scripturc.  This was Jedburgh justice: Thirty years later, the
Formula Consensus Helvetici turned creeds into a comedy by adding, 10 the
wost rigid predestination, the inspiration of the Hebrew vowel points.  And
yet men speak of the giants of those days ! With whon: does ignorance lie?

Put the venerable document on the shelf among historic relics, a weapon
of the past. Convoke a Canadian assembly of ministers and clders who
koow their Bibles well, men mighty in the Scriptures, with all the aids of




X Syurosioa. 95

Greek and Hebrew scholarship.  Begin it with fervemt prayer to the Spirit of
God, of peace and love and of a sound mind, for light to interpret the holy
oracles.  Then, make a first careful induction of the sayings and significant
doings of the l.ord lesus Christ, the Father’'s revelation, that is of the four
gospels.  ‘Thereafter, do the same with the Acts of the Apostles and the
Epistles ; and, finally, of whatsoever is accordant to those in the Old Testa-
ment, or may be added thereto from the Apocalypse. \When this work is all
done, then, but not before, consult the fathers and the scholastics, the
reformers and later divines, confessions and catechisms, either to approve or
to condemn their sayings.  Let no man come to the assembly sayving, T am a
Calvinist or I am an Arminian, or go to work on the foundation of any fsm
whatsoever. It may take years to accomplish the work ; it certainly will call
for men of independent minds, and of godly lives, and of loving Christ-like
hearts : but it will be a work worthy of the greatest ("hurch in Christendom,
exalting to its true place the sword of the Spirit, and, through Christ, bring-
ing glory to the Father He revealed.

A single word 1 closing. The Church of Scotland was in existence
cighty years before the existence of the Westminster Confession. It s,
therefore, no voluntary association founded on that document, giving imper-
tinent people a right to say “sign or leave.” 1t is neither Christian nor
manily for any upholder of the Confession, as in the United States and
Britain, to charge with lack of Christian scholarship, with a foolish desire 10
do away with the systematic teaching of Divine Truth, with indefiniteness of
religious conviction, or any defect in scicnce, piety or motive, those to whom
they find themselves opposed in this discussion. It needs strong conviction
of truth, moral courage, and the fear of (God, 10 assail the Augustinian ram-
parts, that have frowned down upon the Christian Church for ages : and if
these words of wine can help such reformers in any way I shall be
satisfied. )

Presbyterian College.



Contributed (Qrticles.

CERTAINTIES AND UNCERTAINTIES IN
BIBLICAL INTRODUCTION.

N view of the wide diversities of opinion as to almost all questions con-
nected with the literary origin of the books of the Bible, it is inevitable
that any article professin;; to indicate the boundary between certainty and
uncertainty should partake largcly of the nature of a statement of the writer's
own individual conclusions. It may be as well therefore to say at the outset
that my general attitude on all such questions is conservative 1 am content
in the main to abide by the opinions that have been most generally held in
the Church as to the date and authorship of these books : not of course sim-
ply because they have been held by the Church, but because after examina-
tion 1 believe them in the main to be true, being supported by the most
satisfactory evidence at our disposal. In several cases I accept of these with
some modifications, or as being perhaps only partial statements of the facts,
but yet as true or as having a clear basis of truth as far as they go.

I am conscious that it requires some little courage to hold this attitude
in presence of the scholars of to-day, many of whom are ready to express
pity and contempt for those they regard as held fast by a hide-bound wadi-
tionalism. But one is comforted for this on observing the trend of the more
recent criticism. It seems not unlikely to prove the winning side after all,
After more than a century of free investigation and a generation of pretty
thorough radicalism, it is noticeable that scholarship is steadily coming back
to old positions which it was thought had been left behind forever. Like a
traveller it has gone far abroad to seek its fortune, and has had many an
adventure, but now it shows a disposition to return to the quieter resting-
places from which it had somewhat wantonly departed It is significant that
almost cvery important question of New Testament criticism has been settled
in favour of the traditional view, and it is largely because they have been so
thoroughly routed in that portion of the field that radical and destructive
criticism have cencentrated their forces on the more cxposed out-posts of the

ST
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Old Testament. No one now for example puts the gospcls in the second
century as was done by many twenty-five years ago. The Johannine author-
ship of the fourth gospel, ten years ago almost scornfully denied, is to-day
pretty well set at resf. One of the most confident conclusions of criticism
has been the early date of the Apocalypse before the destruction of Jerus-
alem instead of at the close of the first century—a conclusion all the more
remarkable and apparently all the more trustworthy, beeause it has been so
unusual for criticism to antedate any of the books. In a recent article in the
Encyclopadia Britannica, Harnack, one of the most prominent German
scholars of the day, returns to the old view in a somewhat modified form.
Dr. Milligan, in the Baird lecture for 1886, accepts the old view without
modification, and ably defends it. Many of us may yet live to see the day
when the Pastoral Epistles will be universally acknowledged as Pauline and
Moses re-instated as the author of the Pentateuch. Meantime conservative
thinkers may patiently wait for fuller vindication in view of these partial con-
firmations of their gencral position. It is one of the certainties that very
much of modern criticism has been rash and its results untenable.

While adhering to conservative views, we may frankly own, however,
that  Biblical scicnce owes very much indeed to the labours of many whose
views are now everywhere abandoned. If they have been lacking in
caution and sometimes even in reverence, they have not been wanting cither
in enthusiasm or acuteness. They have called attention to the literary
characteristics and individual peculiarities of the sacred writings in sucha
way as to make us study them with a new interest. T'hey have led us back
of the writings themselves to the sources from which they were often drawn,
and to the movements from which they sprang, so‘as to make them more
really human to us, though not on that account the less divine. They have
taught us to interpret them as literary productions rather than as logical
formularies in which every word has a dogmatic or polemic point protruding
from it. They have helped us to read these books with the eyes of
contemporaries for whom they were primarily intended, rather than with
clumsy seventeenth century spectacles, which, while better than none, made
every object in turn unduly large and threw it out of proportion. ‘They
have delivered us from a good many conventional fictions and brought us
nearer to the simplicity and naturalness of Scripture truth.  Thanks to them
we no longer look at the Bible as a series of Chinese pictures, analytically
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drawn without perspective, but as paintings true to nature and coloured to
life, having depth as well as breadth and background as well as foreground.
Schleiermacher and Ewald, Bauer and Strauss and Renan, Kuenen and
Wellhausen, have not given us the truth, but they have helped to take away
the veil from our eyes, so that we might the more easily see it for ourselves.
With all the aberrations of criticism, no honest lover of Scripture would blot
out the past century of its work, even if he could. But to proceed.

I believe it to be one of the certain conclusions of criticisin that those
books of the Bible which contain clear statements as to their authorship,
were in every case written by the persons to whom they are distinctly
credited. The first place to which we naturally go in order to get
information about the origin and aim of any literary work is the book itself,
and unless it be fiction or satire, so that the writer has an object in con-
cealing his identity, we expect a book to tell the truth about itself, whatever
value it may have otherwise. In so far then as the books of Scripture do
make such statements about themselves there would seem to be no good
reason why they should not be taken without serious question ; all the more
when it is borne in mind that very many of them are of an official or semi-
official character and, therefore, likely at once to challenge close scrutiny by
contemporaries. It is hard to conceive, for example, how any one could
successfully palm off on the Church, as a letter from Paul, something he
never wrote, at least while any of his own time were still alive. It would at
once provoke enquiry ; enquiry could hardly fail to lead to detection and
rejection. At any later time the difficulty would be increased rather than
diminished, unless it can be supposed that the whole body of the Church
had some sinister design in common with the forger.

As against this it is not enough to point to the frequent use of pseu-
donymis in all literature and to the special practice among orientals of
adopting as pseudonyms the nam.s of well known persons of historical
eminence, even though that practice does seem to have been more afiected
in religious compositions than in any other ; for the only clear cases of this
are among apocryphal books never received as canonical. And one of the
obvious reasons for their exclusion from the canon would seem to have been
just this very fact that they were pseudonymous. Many critics seem to
proceed upon the assumption that there was no such thing as intelligent
criticism in the Church previous to the present century. But this is utterly
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erroneous, as is clearly shown by the large number of religious works, pos-
sessing considerable worth, excluded from the canon. It is true the
principles on which they formed their conclusions were not quite the same
as those in vogue at Tubingen. They were really more sensible, because
more distinctly historical and more firmly applied. Hence in the case of
canonical books accepted by the Church, the presumption is strongly in
favour of receiving their statements as to authorship at their face value.

Now how far kas this presumption been borne out by recent criticism ?
Out of the sixty-six books which compose the collection, there are thirty-
three that may be regarded as imaking direct statements as to their own
authorship. These are, Canticles, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the twelve
minor prophets, except Jonah, in the Old Testament ; the thirteen Pauline
epistles, those of James, Peter and Jude with the apocalypse, in the new.
Every one of these have been scrutinized in the inost searching way, and
with what results? I believe it can be said broadly that there is no single
instance in which the criticism of the nineteeth century has succeeded in
finally discrediting their genuineness. Some of them, such as the Pastoral
epistles and Second Peter, have tremnbled in the balance, but as yet they
keep their place and seem likely to do so. Canticles has, by very mauy,
been referred to some author long after Soluinon’s death, but Prof. Robertson
Smith, one of the most thorough-going disciples of the German critical
school, while questioning the accuracy of the title attributing it to Solomon,
now admits that it must have been written about Solomon’s time. If so,
it is little better than downright perversity to allow any theory as to the
interpretation of the book to set aside a plain statement as to the authorship ;
for even if this statement is not as old as the book itself, it certainly represents
the eatliest and only tradition on the point. As to the rest, perhaps the
most serious doubt at the present hangs over the latter part of the book of
Isaiah, which is now very generally attributed to a nameless prophet of the
captivity. The question, however, is by no means closed, and there are a
good many points that will bear further investigation in the new light that is
being thrown on Isaiah’s time by recent Assyrian discoveries. But even if
it should turn out that those chapters are not Isaiah’s, this would hardly be
an exception to the atiove statement. The book has always been known to
be a collection of separate compositions, though believed to be all by the
same writer. This last section, however, is really anonymous, and is con-
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nected with the rest oniy by the running title at the head of the page. We
might account for its association with them by the supposition that its author
was one of the disciples of the school of Isaiah.

Of the remaining 32 books, nine make statements as to their authorship
which are somewhat vague and ambiguous, twelve have simply running titles
traditionally attached to them in manuscripts with various degrees of proba-
bility, two are collections of pieces by different writers, some known seme
unknown, while ten are altogether anonymous. For the determination of
these we must fall back largely upon other sources of information—history,
tradition, literary conjecture. What have been the results here?

As to the ten books which are entirely anonymous recent criticism has
not been able to tell us much that has not long been known, nor has it re-
versed many of the conclusinns reached by the Church fifteen centuries ago
and since then held traditionally. The Acts of the Apostles, the only one
of this class in the New Testament is still attributed to Luke as it always has
been. Judges, Ruth, and Esther in the Old are still anonymous as they
always have been. The Talmudical traditions as to the authorship of Job,
Kings and Chronicles, which traditions were committed to writing oniy after
the Christian era and never universally accepted, are perhaps not now held
with as much confidence as formerly. But even these have not been quite
set aside, except in the case of the book of Job which hardly any one now
would attribute to Moses. A vigorous effort has been made to bring
Chronicles down to a time mch later than Ezra, but with only partial suc-
cess. The one point where important results are loudly proclaimed is as to
the authorship of the anonymous book of Genesis. The origin of this, how-
ever, is closely Lound up with that of the rest of the Pentateuch and will be
noticed later on.

Besides these ten which are admittedly anonymous there are twelve
more which are so really, but with which the names of certain authors are
associated in the titles. These titles of course formed no part of the original
texts, but were attached at a later time and are simply expressive of the
generally accepted opinion of the Church at that later time. As might be
expected, criticism has shown these to be of somewhat unequal value. But
probably they were not all intended to express authorship. Thus for
example Samuel can hardly have been regarded as the writer ot the books
bearing his name, since the history is brought down to a period considerably
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after his death. The title must have been intended to suggest either that
he contributed the early portion of it, or more probably that it gave the his-
tory of the important national revolution in which he so largely figured. In
this last case it tells us nothing as to authorship. The same may be true of
the books of Joshua, Jonah and Paniel, though the reasons for so thinking
are far less obvious and by no means conclusive. On the other hand one
would scarcely think of any other purpose in the title of the book of Ezra
than that it was meant to suggest authorship, though it is the history of his
own public life  His literary tastes and habits make it exceedingly likely
that he would leave some such record as we find there preserved. The name
of Jeremiah is first connected with Lamentations in the Septuagint, but no
sufficient reason has arisen to set it aside. In the New T'estament the auth-
ors of the three Synoptic Gospels are indicated only in the titles and their
correctness was at one time confidently denied, but after a century of inquiry
they are now almost universally accepted with some reservation as to the
narrative portions of Matthew's Gospel. So the first Epistle of John s attri-
buted to him only in the title, but by common consent the claim is now
acknowledged. On the other hand the Epistle to the Hebrews should
probably be anonymous, which it is in the oldest manuscripts.

The two collections in the canon are the books of Psalms and Proverbs.
But beyond emphasizing the obvious fact that they are collections of pieces
by different authors at various times, recent critcism has added little to our
knowledge. All attempts to deny the hand of David in the one or of Solomon
in the other have so far proved futile. Attempts to revise and supplement
the detailed headings which are attached to many of the separate pieces in
these collections have likewise proved almost entirely visionary.

There remains now only one class of canonicat books to be considered,—
those which make statements as to their authorship, but in such form as to
leave room for some uncertainty as to how much is meant by them. It is
here, however, that we came upon the points where the most serious contro-
versies have arisen.

In accordance with the principles already laid down all such statements
contained in the books themselves should be taken at their full value, and
frankly accepted, unless the evidence from other quarters is such as to show
them false. But the practical difficulty has been to determine just what that
full value is,. The question of interpretation is raised and the still more
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delicate question of the fair inferences that are to be deduced from them.
On the one hand there is the tendency to sharpen these statements some-
what and sec in them more than is actually affirmed ; on the other to explain
them away so as to mean as little as possible. Both tendencies are subver-
sive of truth if blindly followed, but as between the two it is by no means
easy to hold the balance even. Unfortunately for the calmness of critical
judgment dogmatic considerations are almost necessarily involved and have
commonly entered into the discussion on both sides even when not acknow-
ledged. Certain interpretations have been urged because they bore on the
inspiration and authority of the books in question, or because they favoured
certain views as to the supernatural. It is indeed difficult for any one who
is sufficiently interested in these subjects to study them at all, to avoid such
virtual. prejudgment in some direction, and quite impossible to avoid the
suspicion of it by the opposite party. We shall try nevertheless to see how
mucl is certain here and how much fairly open.

The hooks which may be regarded as containing such indirect or am-
higuous statements as to their authorship, are the Pentateuch, Ecclesiastes
and Nehemiah in the Old Testament, and the fourth gospel with the second
and third Epistles of John in the New. As the statements are made in
various forms, each case must be studied for itself.

The simplest from this point of view is that of the fourth gospel. This
work more than once states its authorship to belong to “the disciple whom
Jesus loved,” but no where gives any name. Some have tried to make out
that this is an ambiguous description which might apply with perfect truth to
any honoured member of the early Church. But obviously it implies more
than that, for he represents himself as one of those present when the risen
Jesus manifested himself to his disciples at the sea of Galilee and identifies
himself with the disciple who leaned on his breast at supper. If the state-
ment is true the author can be none other than John the Apostle, and the
early Church without any hesitation put the name of John at the head of it
in the title.  If not by John it is a forgery, as surely as if his name had been
given  And this is really the issue that has been fought out by criticism.
The conflict was long, of the fiercest kind, and was embittered by the large
dogmatic interests supposed to be involved. It is hardly too much to say
now that this question is set at rest for ever by the triumphant vindication of
the Johannine authorship of the book.
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In the two epistles on the other hand the description of the writer is too
vague for us to build almost any conclusion on it. He speaks of himself
simply as * the elder.” They are virtually anonymous, and their Johannine
origin rests on the testimony of the second century supported by the similar-
ity of the style to John’s other writings. In spite of some apparent hesitation
in the early Church as to their recognition the evidence in favour of the
traditional view is quite strong enough to warrant its acceptance.

Among Old Test 1t books T have placed the book of Nehemiah in
this category, though it opens with the declaration that these are * the words
of Nehemiah the Son of Hachaliah.” ‘This is not strictly speaking ambigu-
ous, nor is there any good reason to question its accuracy. But in view of
the marked change in the style when the story of Nehemiah’s own work is
completed it seems simpler to suppose that it applies only to that portion of
the narrative, and that Ezra or some other writer incorporated in his work
this memoir by Nehemiah, giving him full credit therefor in this form. Of
course it might be explained also on the supposition that Nehemiab incor-
porated an original narrative by Ezra.  But the other view is more in
accordance with the position of Ezra as the scribe of the restoration period,
while Nehemiah was rather its statesman. The question is one of little
importance, however, as on either view the work would still be a contem-
porary one

The case of Ecclesiastes is not so easily disposed of, but the difficulty is
not quite so serious as it is sometimes made to appear. It represents itself
as “the words of the Preacher, Son of David, King in Jerusalem.” Knowing
that Solomon had literary tastes one naturally thinks of him as the person
obviously intended ; and as it seemed to be supported by the correspondence
between the experiences therein related and the known facts of Sclomon’s
life, it is not surprising that he should have been commonly accepted both
in arcient and modern times as the writer. Modern criticism, however,
asserts that it is post-exilian from its styie and language. The critics may
yet prove to be wrong as they have been wrong before, bui the question can
hardly be closed as is sometimes done by an ad captandum appeal to the
heading The traditional interpretation of it, natural enough in the absence
of any evidence to the contrary, is not required by anything in the book
itself, nor is it the only interpretation. The work has neither historical nor
prophetic character that would be enhanced in value by an early date or
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diminished by a later one. It is purely didactic, based upon an experience
that might have been reproduced in any age. In accordance with established
Hebrew usuage the description here would apply to any one of the Kings in
the line of David equally well with Solomon. Under such circumstances
even the most reverent and conservative is free to ask the question whether
we are bound to insist that the first obvious suggestion of the title must be
taken at all cost.

We come now at length to the case of the Pentateuch around which the
chief battle of criticism is raging at the present time, and which certainly
presents one of the most serious litcrary problems of which the world knows
anything—serious not only because of the issues that are supposed to be
involved, but also from its inherent difficulty. One can hardly hope at the
present stage of the controversy to make any statement that will represent the
final result of it all, but a few general remarks may serve to indicate the state
of the question and also the writer's view as to the direction in which the
probable solution will be found.

The Pentateuch nowhere distinctly gives the name of its author, but it
contains various statements which have an obvious beai.ag on the point. It
is largely a book of Jaws and the whole of the legislation which it prescribes
is plainly rcpresented as Mosaic in its origin. It is also stated repeatedly
that Mose wrote a "“book of the covenant” which contained at least a
portion of that legislation and may have contained it all. Another large
part of the work is historical, giving the story of the exodus and wanderings
of Israel during forty years in the wilderness ; and he is represented as writing
** their goings out according to their journeys according to the commandment
of the Lord.” The book of Deuteronomy which closes the work consists of
a series of discourses and describes itself as “ the words which Moses spake
unto all lsrael.” Now of course these statements do not necessarily involve
the Mosaic authorship of the books in their present form. They may imply
only that a large portion of the materials from which they are drawn is Mosaic.
But the statements are at least suggestive of more than this, and it is not to
be wondered at that in the absence of any information to the contrary they
should have been interpreted as meaning that Moses was ine writer of them
all, including the preparatory book of Genesis wlich gives a summary of
history from the beginning of the world dcwn to his own time. There is a
manifest unity of plan running through the whole series seeming to require
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unity of authorship and it was not unnaturally felt that no one was so likely
to have written it all as Moses, saving only of course the appendix at the
end of containing an account of his own death. Certain it is at any rate that
this became the accepted view in the Jewish church as far back as we have
any means of tracing it. It is found in the Talmud. It was current in the
days of Christ and his apostles, being received by them in common with all
sects among the Jews, Pharisees, Sadducees and Essenes. It was firmly held
even by the Samaritans who considered themselves the mortal ennemies of
the Jews and owned no other Bible than these five books. The legisla--
tion and the history eontained in the Pentateuch are repeatedly referred
to in the hooks of the Old Testament from Joshua down as Mosaic, as if
it were a well-understood fact, and nowhere is therc the slightest vestige
of any variant tradition or any suspicion that the accepted view did not
represent the truth.  The book of the law is spoken of as being discovered
in the reign of Josiah, but not as having heen written at that time. Eara
reads the book of the law of Moses to the people and gives the sense, but
nothing is said about his writing, revising or editing it in any way It
appears rather as a work already venerable from its age and acknowledged
authority.

To-day, however, this simple theory of the origin of the Pentateuch no
longer satisfies the demands of criticism  After a hundred years or more of
serious investigation it claims to have established that while there is probably
a small nucleus of the legislation Mosaic, the Pentateuch cannot possibly >
have been left by Moses in the form in which it stands now, that in fact it is
not the work of any one man or of any one age, but the resultant of a suc-
cession of efforts to formulate the institutions and ideas which constituted
the national lifc of the Jewish people. Criticism points out that there arc
contained in it threc distinct codes of laws wicdely divergent from each other
and asserts that these represent three stages in the historical development of
the Jewish system, first the original covenant of Exodus embracing the
decalogue, second the code of Deuteronomy representing the prophetic
interpretation of this in the time of the later Kings of Judah, and lastly the
more elaborate code of leviticus which was simply an attempt made by
ptiests during the exile to embody in permanent literary shape the unwritten
sacrificial system that had grown up in the nation through long centuries of
usage. It supposes that all these were incorporated after the Restoration ina
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continuous work which gathered up also the received traditions as to the
national ancestry of the Jews, the episodes that blazoned the early days of
their national history and the ideas that underlay their national religion. It
claims furthermore that the sources from which thesc last are derived can
also still be distinguished by their varying styles, especially in Genesis. It
insists that these can be shown to belong to two well defined classes, one
Jehovistic or prophetic and the other Elohistic or priestly, often parallel to
each other, but not always in agreement. The Pentateuch thus stands
before us no longer as an origiral work, but as a mere harmony of previously
existing traditions.

Space will not allow a discussion of this radical theory, nor does such
discussion lie within the purpose of this article. It is being widely accepted
by scholarly critics of the present time, and, certainly, something can be said
in its favour. Of course if the evidence for it becomes clear, it will have to
be accepted by all, and adjusted as best it can to other verities of the faith.
But one cannot help remarking on the folly of proclaiming it as one of the
certain conclusions of criticism, as is so often done. In this form it is not
yet a generation old, and no one can tell how soon it may be replaced by
some other theory even as it has replaced various predecessors. The tradi-
tional view is not free from difficulty, but this view is encumbered with no
end of perplexities. Its advocates are by no means agreed among them-
selves as to deails as yet, and it rests after all upon so many unproved
suppositions, that some happy discovery or suggestion, some restatement of
the old conservative view, might at any moment capturc all its strong
features, leaving it to collapsc as completely as Strauss’ myihical theory of
the Gospels. The possibilities of the traditional view are by no means
exhausted as yet. ‘There are various directions in which it may be open for
restatement so &s to account more adequately for the facts that have been
hiought to light by the patient and thoroughgoing investigatiuns of the past
century. Thus for example, the question of the iiterarv mcthods of Moses
has not received as yet the attention it deserves. Many of the alleged dif-
ficulties arise from the supposition that being a continuous work the
Pentateuch must have been written continuously, whereas it may have
undergone repeated revision from Moses’ own hand, and his own matcrial,
as well as earlier material, embodied in it in various ways. This would
account for a good deal in the way of varicty of style, and difference of
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standpoint. In this year of grace, 1890, everybody is reading Stanley’s
latest work, entitled, * In Darkest Africa,” giving account of his expedition
for the relief of Emin Pasha. The work is well written, but it presents some
curious literary phenomena. It is said to have been written in fifty days,
almost at one sitting ; but any one can see at a glance that there are two
quite different styles in it,—one, terse, disjointed, scrappy, being that of his
diary during the axpedition, which has evidently been transferred to the work
without much change ; the other, the more flowing style of continuous com-
position  Almost every question is discussed from two different standpoints,
and sometimes from more, as events developed themselves. \We happen to
know that it is all by one hand. But if this work had been written three
thousand years ago and we had known less about the author than
we do, our critics would have had a problem very similiar to that
of the Pentateuch, and would no doubt have solved it in very
much the same way. The same work may also furnish an apt parallel
on another important poirt. The critics make a great deal of the fact that
certain portions of the Pentateuch laws were disregarded, even by good men,
at a time long after the days of Moses. They conclude from this that they
were really unknown and non-existent. The sad history of Stanley’s rear
column shows ouly too plainly how the clearest instructions may be com-
pletely disregarded by men who give fullest evidence of their earnest
sympathy with the objects which these instructions were meant to secure.
The truth is, our critics, with all their literary acumen, show a great
ignorance of human nature, and make littie allowance for the possibilities of
misinterpretation, the vagaries of popular opinion and the unconscious per-
versities of good men.  Assuredly the last word has not been spoken in this
controversy ; but it is safe to say that advanced criticism is very far as yet
from having made good its whole claim. That the work is in some sense
composite in its origin seems altogether probable; but Moses may very well
have been the compiler even of his own waterials. “That it has been edited
since the days of Moses and somcwhat modernized is also probable ; but it
is by no means certain that the changes or additions have been at all con-
siderable.

Apart from the question of authorship there are other questions with
which Biblical Introduction has to deal that are no less important and diffi-
cult, such as the circumstances under which these books were produced and
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the immediate purposes they were intended to serve. But all such questions
must be left over for future treatment. The above is a brief summary of
what 1 believe to be the present condition of our knowledge on this one
question. Perhaps no other student in the same derartment would quite agree
with me at every point, but I am satisfied that in the main it represents the
results of reverent criticiSm so far as they are assured It may be a surprise
to some to find how much is still unknown as to the origin of our Scriptures,
and that we must take so many of the books of the Bible on trust. But it
must be borne in mind that there was a time when all this was known, and
that it was upon such knowledge the Church acted in recognizing these
books as authorities. And if we sometimes have to take the conclusions of
our ancestors without being informed of the grounds on which they were
reached, we still know enough to furnish a sound historical basis for belief as
regards all the essentials of Christianity. He must be judged inexcuseable
who rejects that which is certain because there is associated with it some-
thing that cannot be explained to his full satisfaction.
JoRN]ScriMGER.
Presbyterian College.




Poetry,

.

NOTHING.
“ There is nothing.”—1. Kings xviii. 43.

‘The Prophet’s servant, with an eager eye,
Swept mountain, sea, and plain:
Before, the rippling waters spread ;
‘The land, behind, was parch’d and dead ;
From rim to rim the sky, o’erhead,
Showed never sign of rain.
“ Nothing ! ¥ And yet, despite his fainting cry,
A rich response was nigh.

How oft our faith, striving with very tears,
Finds stay and surety gone !
Doubt cuts th'untwining strands, which Hope
Flings thro’ our darkness, like a rope,
And our wrack'd souls, despairing, grope
In blindest anguish on.
* Nothing ! ¥ Then God, an)id our skeptic fears,
Speaks,—and the way appears.

When stern affliction’s flames our spirits prove,
Or we in trials bend,
Joy flies from life; sweetness from breath ;
And our crush’d hearts so groan beneath
A weigh of agony that Death
Is met as dearest friend.
“Nothing!” Yet God reveals himself in love,
And points our souls above.

Oft in contrition bov’d we feel, in deed
And mind, weak to fulfill
His hest, whom men should crown the Firs:.
Our best is nothing, yet our worst
Is often proftered him, accurst
With double sins of will.
“ Nothing ” we have ; and yet our very need
Calls forth the greater meed.
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Where waves of sorrow o'er our life are driven,
When strong grief shakes the heart,
Ou: souls, o’erwhelmed by the rude blow,
Obscare the face of God, and go
Reeling in shadow thro’ their woe,
Nor wish the clouds to part.
“ Nothing!” And yet, perchance, the grief was given
To win us back to heaven. -

We strive with earnest prayer the goal to win :
We sow thro’ weary years ;
But oft the answer seemeth not
Responsive to our suit, tho’ fraught
With priceless destinies, and sought
With wrestling and with tears.
Yet God from this our * Nothing * born of sin,
Shall bring rich harvest in.

* Nothing !® Still hangs this screen on human sight
Thro’ all the ways of life.
On each an hour of weakness falls,
When Hope, deject, more faintly calls,
And even prayer Unfaith enthralls
In throes of dubious strife.
*Nothing!” our bitter cry ; yet is our night
But ushering in of light.

R. MacDoucatL.

Presbyterian College.



THE SECOND TRIUMPHAL MARCH.

'The glowing sun with brilliancy intense
Shone on that hall magnificent and grand,
Where Rome her judgment wonted to dispense
. ‘T'o David’s house with high, imperious hand,
Whence went the edicts at her proud command
‘That made of Judah's children bondsmen base,
And daily deeper marked the servile brand
On them from whom the nations fled apace,
Whom Moses, Joshua led—Jehovah’s chosen race.

Its lustre burned upon the splendid gates,
And clothed those walls in their majestic light :
It beamed upon the hoary armour-plates,
And lit the lance of the flame-crested knight,
On spotless steed caparisoned with light,
Mounted, and keeping guard the gates beside,
A seeming statue, motionless and white.
‘The scene was Rome’s own glory ; but her pride
Knew not whence glory came, looked upward and defied.

Sudden the gates swung backward, and the crowd,

That filled the place before in seething throng,
Brake the dead silence with comimotion loud,

As all the demons that to hell belong

Were loosed the city streets and ways among :
There rent the air a wild, conflicting cry,

A shout of jeering laughter, hoarse and long
Brake forth, and yells of hate that wouid imply
They thought ’twas not enough to beat and crucify.

The mournful march emerges. In the front,
With sullen look of sternness and disdain,
The proud centurion rode as was his wont,
In whose steel eye’s gray gleam, depicted plain,
Rome’s reflex might be read and Judah’s chain.
On cither side two soldiers were arrayed,
Whose scoffs their sacred prisoner profane
As with their taunts they goad Him on, afraid
He sink beneath the weight, which on Him they have laid.

But He, and He alone, advanced unmoved,—
Except by iuward pity, for anon,
Whene'er it chanced the raging fiercer proved,
Or railed more wildly the malicious throng,
His gaze He moved compassionate along,
And felt it more than cross and thorny sting.
But e¢'en though pitiful, a something strong,
Some lofty and supreme, majestic thing
Illumined that mighty brow, proclaiming Him a King.
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How many a noble triumph have these streets

Beheld in ancient days when Zion was her own,

When still who sate in Judah’s royal seats

Did kingly homage to Jehovah’s throne !
What proud processions, too, her streets have shown

Of pagan pomp! How glorious, too, within
A week ago when palms beneath were strewn !
But nobler this than all that yet have been:
The Prince of Heaven went forth to conquer Death and Sin.

—Wm. M. MacKeracker.

Presbytertan College.

THE LOOM OF LIFE.

All day, all night, I can hear the jar

Of the loom of life, and near and far

It thrills with its deep and mufiled sound,
As the tireless wheels go always round.

Busily, ceaselessly goes the loom

1n the light of day and the midnight’s gloom,
‘The wheels are turning early and late,

And the wool is wound in the warp of fate.

Click, clack ! there’s a thread of love wove in:
Click, clack ! another of wrong and sin ;
What a checkered thing will this life be

When we see it unrolled in eternity !

Time with a face like mystery,

And hands as busy as hands can be,

Sits at the loom with its arm outspread,

To catch in its meshes each glancing thread

When shall this wondcrful web be done ?

In a thousand years, perhaps, or one ;

Or to-morrow. Who knoweth? Not you or I,
But the wheels turn on and the shuttles fly.

Are we spinners of wool for this life-wep, say ?
Do we furnish the weaver a thread each day?
It were better then, O my friend ! to spin

A beautiful thread than a thread of sin.

Ab, sad eyed weaver ! the years are slow,
But each one is nearer the end, I know ;
And some day the last thread shall be woven in,
God grant it be love instead of sin.
—Selected.



AN OYSTER'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY.

PROPOSE to talk about myself. And why not? The great foe of my

family, the lord of Creation, never wearies in talking about himself.
And if I say something about .y fellow creatures, also, who shall chide me?
Have I not as much right to gossip as my respectable enemy? * Vanity,”
isit? Beit so; but it is not vexation of spirit, since I have no spirit to vex.
Besides, I am no more vain than my neighbors, who pretend to more mental
and moral qualities than I possess.

Well, about myself! Speaking negatively, I have no genius for warfare,
like Miltiades the hero of Marathon, or Themistocles of Salamis—I do not
dabble in literature, like Ruskin, Carlyle or Tennyson—Nor am I a theolo-
gical student, or even a College Professor.

I am only an Oysfer—a hu...tle specimen of that wretched degeneration,
which a lazy, torpid, backboneless, inactive creature, is bound to reach.
Though only an ocean groveller, I am the “Innocent Abroad.” Iam not
what you would call great, but 1 am a great relish and greatly prized. 1
have no head for anything ; but I am often found in the head of my foes.
Having no head, 1 have o brain worth speaking about, but it is sometimes
conceded that 1 do service in helping the brain power of some rather pre-
tentious beings. I have neither arms, eyes, nor ears, and I am not even sure
that I have a nose. A few wiseacres, known as Naturalists, say that I have
one ; but others pooh ! pooh ! the idea, and say that I have not. If I am
allowed the honor of wearing a nose, methinks it must be a curious one, for
those who contend for it say that it covers my whole body! But even my
direst enemy admits thiat I have a /&ear?, and this is more than can be said of
him and his friends I know that I am thin skinned, but why taunt me by
avowing that the only sense I have is the sense of fouck ? It is not christian
to retaliate, but the sense of touch too often passes for “common sense ” in
some quarters. My skin is called a “ Mantle,” which isa trifle too large for
me, it is true ; but my dress-maker has put a number of tucks in it so that it
hangs in graceful folds about my body. 1 am notashamed to say that I have
a “bdeard,” but as I have no face to wear it upon, it does duty as a fringe to
my ‘“mantle,” and is more talked about, perhaps, than Samson’s is. I am
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told, again, that I have Jungs.  Still; though my housc is somewhat damp,
and the climate rather humid, cases of pncumonia are unknown in the
family, and the only consumption dreaded is that of the human gourmand
who consumes us wholesale, 27 ¢/ armis. 1 can breathe at the bottom of the
sea, without difficulty, for I have a faculty for separating and breathing what
little air the water contains, and that is sufficient for mec.

To he an honest Oyéter, I should tell you that 1 belung to a race called
“ Molluses,” and so am a grey, soft, flabby, boneless, voiceless creature, with-
out the power to gossip with my neighbors, or abuse my friends. 1 cannot
tell my own tail—I have no tail!—1 am telling my autobiography, never
mind how ! 1 have plenty of blood, however,- -real aristocratic due blood,—
much the color of milk, after the milkman bhas skimmed off the cream and
supplied its place with water. 1 commenced Jouse-kecping on my own
account, when I was quite a baby. My house, moreover, is my own property.
In building it, I did not advertise for tenders, and so have had no swindling
bills for * Extras ™ I pay neither rent nor taxes, and I am supplied with
uceans of water, without any dread that the Corporation man will come
round to turn it off.  Who built the house I know not ; hut I have always
supposed that it “ yreiwed,” like Topsy. It appearcd, however, to grow about
one inch in diameter per year, for the first three years ; but after that it grew
but slowly. The architecture, without exaggeration, may be described as,
peculiar. In style it is much like those of my cousins: the Mussel and the
Clam —but, if those relations of mine attempted to copy my habitation, 1
can only say that the attempt has not been a very great success. Their
houses bulge out on both sides, while minc only bulges out on onc. They
laugh at me, and tell me that the outward appearance of theirs is far more
attractive than mine,--but some people like to make a show in the world.
1 never saw the outside of my house, although I may have seen that of my
neighbor’s.  But what care I for the outside appearance? Give me comfort
and elegance at home ? Only look at the fzside of my place,—why, every
speck of its walls is beautifully decorated with “Mother of Pearl,” asthe home
of a respectable Oyster ought to be ! It may appear strange, but my house
has neither fireplace, chimney, foundation, nor gable wall. It has bu. two
side walls, for which reason I am called a * di-vafze.” One wall is flat—the
other is a little the other way. Both are joined, at the back, by a kind of
hinge made out of some tough sinewy material, which acts much like a spring,
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whenever 1 please to contract it, or let it loose---open the door or shut it. I
must mention one more strange fact about my house—it has but owe room !
Please do not take this as an indication of poverty, for it is notso 1 happen
to be chained to both walls and could not visit, or use, other appartiments if
I had them. You will notice, thercfore, that in vne way 1 live a very solitary
life- -1 can neither go out to evening parties, nor receive visits from my
relations.  But life is not that solitary after all, for our people congregate in
large nations, and swarm even in larger multitudes than the Chinesc. And
then, it we do not happen to be stuck 10 a rock, or a log of wood, we can
walk about, without feet or legs, by the rapid opening and shutting of the
two walls of our houses.

How did I come to live, move, and have a being? Well ! T scarcely
kuow. Nor have my encmies, who claim to know so much about me, settled
that matter as yet among themselves. ‘I'hey seem to have decided, however,
that there arc neither /udies nor gentlemen in the Oyster world, and, conse-
uently, we know nothing of the sweet bliss of courtship, or the agonies of
marriage.  But, stranger still, they seem to have decided that, sometimes, I
am a gentleman and sometimes a lady, and that, all things considered, I am
both ladv and gentleman wrapped up in one !

My parent had a very Jasge family—-you would scarcely credit me if 1
told you how large. That of the “old woman who lived in a shoe,” was
nothing to it. e sprang from tiny yellow eggs, which our parent firit
deposited, and then hatched, within the folds of that wonderful “mantle.”
Some who pretend to know declarc that there were not fewer than 100,000
eggs in that “mantle.”  Others say there were 200,000 : but a big German,
not to be heaten, says there were at least 10,000,000 !~—surely, he had for-
gotten his multiplication table. At any rate, we were kept within the folds
of the “ mantle ” until we sef up louse for ourselves. We were able to do
this when we were very young and very small. I tell you, if you could only
have looked upon our * dant,” as you callit, you would have seen a wonder-
fully busy world. Why, whole nations of us were born in a day! For miles
around the very waters were literally darkened with us, as we went waltzing
about like atoms of living dust. We had a grand time of it, dancing round
and round, for a few days, among waves, and rocks, and logs, and sea weed.
Now, and again, we were morce than a 4#tle alarmed as foe after foe attempred
to make a meal of us. At such times we would scamper off to our parent
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and hide within the folds of its ever fricndly “ mantle.” During those early
hours 1 was supplied with a number of slender things called “crlia > ; they
were fine, hairlike strands, too small for your big eyes to see without a mi-
croscope. By the aid of these I could paddle about at plcasure. One day,
however, tens of thousands of us were zwas/ed against some logs of wood and
branches of fallen trees. There we sfuck, and our paddies dropped off, as
v& had no longer use for them. I was one of these ; but thousands of our
family were not so fortunate; formany were swallowed by fishes, and others
were driven out to sea and lost for ever.

Even an oyster can be proud in its way. 1 am proud; and if some of
you were as rich as some of my relations, you would be proud also. Some
of them have splendid pear’s shut up in their houses, worth from 100 cents
to $100,000 ; while a few are said to have as many as 150 pearls in each.
Sometimes we embed the pearl in our bodies, and sometimes in the walls of
our homes. One day a neighbor of mine ggened his door, and the sea washed
a particle of sand, or something of the kind, into his house. The intruder
irritated him very much, so he cafed it over with “ mother of pearl,” which
made it nice and smooth. ‘Then he added another layer, and another, till
it grew quite large, and shonc with a beautiful, pure and modest whiteness.
Some years after this, however, my friend was fisked up by a Diver, in the
Persian Gulf, and _Julirs Ceasar got hold of his treasure,—worth, it is said,
$240,000. The famous Cleopatra had a pearl, valued at $300,000, which 1
am told she desolved in a cup of acid wsne, and drank--no wonder shec was
so beautiful, if she fed upon pearls—they should be more successful in this
line than paste and rouge.

But, as an Qyster, I have many wrongs to complain of, My wants and
desires are few and trifling ; but my injuries are too great and cruel for any
inoffe sive and civilized being to endure. It is a mystery to me why the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals has never inteifered in my
case. Prevention! Bah! 1t can busy itself about a cat, or an ass, or even
a sparrow, but—poor me '—1 am beneath its august notice, except in the
shape of a stew or a pattie. In France they ill-use our people shamefully—-
but what can you expect frem a nation which eats frogs and snails? Only
fancy—not satisfied with violently dredging us from our peaceful beds, they
next drop us into long canals filled with green, stagnant, filthy abominable
water. In their grotesque and inflated language, they call these nuisances,
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“ Qyster Parks”! Forsooth! Our experiences and sufferings, in these
filthy, slimy ditcl.cs, are beyond description. Having nothing else to feed
upon, we are compelled to drink that offensive stuff. But what is the result ?
Just look at me ! I am as grossly fat as a Dutchman ; as deseased asa leper
and as green as the eye of a jealous lover! \hen we have reached this
stage, we are again dredged up, and eaten as a 7e/is/, by our admiring foes !
The whole process, after living in the clear waters of the sea, is simply revolt-
ing—--but the last stages /-—half suffocated in a barrel,—rolled, tossed and
kicked about from DDan to Beersheba- --exhibited in shop windows—this is
outrageous.  But this is net a,-~pitiless hands, a blunt knife, a terrible
wrench, --our houses in ruins, our bodies bleeding, carried to the table on
plates, then thoughtless wretches called men, dust our jagged wounds with
pepper, drown us in vinegar. And then, oh horrors ! they pitch us into
their mouths, grind us hetween their teeth - or bolt us whole, and—Sre
transit gloria mundi.

I could speak of other foes, but have not the heart to do so. Tt is well
for these gormandizers, these epicureans, these:- these,--what shall 1 call
them ?--that they do not see all. It they would only dissect us, before they
swallow us, the act would neither improve their appetites, nor keen their
relish. Ah! my enemy, if thou art going to an oyster supper, do not look
too closely into the make-up of that soft, fat, flabby, green grey specimen of
my family. As surcly as you do not respect this advice, so surely your host
will not suffer much from your gastronomical behavior. Ask no questions,
for conscience sake, and then of all the dishes upon the table, I shall bear
the palm. Without boasting, I am the most palatable, digestible and
nourishing mouthful thou canst swallow. Doctors and patients, rich and
poor, proclaim this as the universal opinion. If the appetite is a little
squeemish, try a dozen or so of my friends, and you will be able to do your
duty like a man to the turkey, beef and pudding. Then you can retire with
a clear conscience, and sleep without the nightmare.

Before I “shut up,” my shell, I may as well sa that I am of anv
nationality you like—a regular cosmopolitan—a citizet of the world. T am
an honest John Bull—a phelgmatic German—a red haired Dane—a barrel
bodied Dutchman--a Spanish Grandee—a Persian Shah—an Italian artist- -
a Russian liar—a French Republican—a Bombastic Yankee—and a fair
maid of Canada! The Yarkee and the Frenchman, however, pretend that
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they do most for me—probably because I do most for them. They put
down logs, trees and rocks into their still, shallow bays—just to catch me---
and they call this “ cwltizating” me ! the cheats and deceivers. Then they
drive stakes round our “ banks,” just to mark where we live, and set men to
prolect us, until it is worth their trouble to kidnap aud eat us. Alas for
human friendship,—it like the friendship of the butcher for the young porker
---it fatfens only that it may get a Jarger bite ! We have a grand home, and
thrive immensely in Chesapeake Bay : but your unfeeling Uncle Sam makes
sad havoc of us, for the sake of dollars and cents. He employs 15,000 boats
and 53,000 men, to pet and plunder us. He drags us out of our beds at the
rate of 23,000,000 hushels a year, and pockets from $10 0oo,0c0 10 $15,000,-
ooo for his pains. Other nations, also, are making themselves rich at our
expense ; but what is the good of talking? Even at this moment they are
fishing for me-—ah ! T am caught at last—one word more, I am off to do the
honors at an Oyster Supper—Cood Bye !
Jonn Nichols.

Montreal.




The Mission Crisis.

MAY WE NOT HAVE A GREAT MISSIONARY
PICTURE?

HESE are days of great Expositions ; the industries of the world bring

their products together, the achievements of the age array their

mightiest trophes, 10 astonish the eye and overwhelm the mind of the

beholder.  While we write, preparations are in progress for a visible demon-

stration of America’s greatness in connection with the quadricentcnary,

which will probably make the grand exposition of 1892 the most magnifi-
cent and colossal World’s Fair ever known in human history.

The thought occurs 10 us—and it is not the first time it has found
expression in these columns—that the fulness of the times has come for a
grand FExposition of Missions : and it ought to be in connection with this
great commemoration at Chicago. America’s discovery was really the result
of a missionary spirit, as any one will feel who knows the history of
Columbus and has seen his own manuscripts with the signature—Clirisfo
Ferens. Moreover, there is a curious and  suggestive coincidence : the year
1892, while it marks the completion of the fourth century since the dis-
covery of America, completes the first century of modern organized mission-
ary endeavor. The same year, therefore, that commemorates our quadri-
centenary, also commemorates the centenary of missions,

Why not, at lcast, then hitve a great missionary exposition on canvass ? At
Paris, in the gardens of the Tuileries, there is a famous painting by Alfred
Stevens and Henri Geroex called the /istoire die Siecle (1789-188y), and a
marvellous picture it is, presenting the grand outlines of the history of France
during the century past.  Both its conception and exccution are unique.
‘I'be huge canvass lines the entire interior wall of a circular building, whose
circumference we take to be not less than one hundred and twenty feet. At
one point on the vast painting is represented an ideal statue of France.
Toward the right of the statue stretches a marble corridor, with pillars and
arches, completely covering the canvass, until it curves around to the left of
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the statue. At the base of this corridor, on its steps and pavement, are
represented life size figures of the great men and women who have made
French history for a2 hundred years past, and through the arches are to be
seen the various historic events, portrayed in vivid forms and colors, which
have marked the progress of the age.

By following the picture from the left of the observer around the entire
circle, a complete and very unique panorama of the century is made to pass
before the eye. The days of the Revolution, with the horrors of the
guillotine, then the Napoleonic epoch, with all the glory of victorious war ;
troops returning from brilliant triumphs passing in review before the
Empress Josephine; then Louis XVIII and his court ; the days of the
new Republic; then Louis Napoleon and the Cowp d'Efat: then the
Franco-Prussian war and the fall of the revived Napoleonic dynasty, and
then again the Republic, until we reach again the statue of France, at the
foot of which stands that typical Frenchman of the latter days, Victor Hugo.

As we stood studying the superb picture and artistic achievement,
again the conviction forced itself upon us that the History of this Misstonary
Century, from 1792 to 1892, affords a theme for the painter’s brush and the
artist’s genius which it would be difficult to surpass in suggestiveness, fruitful-
ness or attractiveness. Let us suppose that some artists of 2 high order of
ability should undertake such 2 grand work, what 2 magnificent picture
might result. We can even now see it stretching around the inner wall of
some cycloramic building. The Cross of Christ might be the central object,
with a supernal glory breaking through the deep darkness and lighting up as
with a touch of gold, a little shoemaker’s shop at Hackleton. The door
stands ajar and reveals a young man of eighteen years cobbling, while his
eyes wander from his work to a book that lies on the bench heside bim. It
is Cook’s voyages. Before him, on the rude wall of the shop, hangs a rough
brown paper map of the world, made in cobbler’s ink, on which, by different
shades of color, the comparative religious condition of tie Jifferent races is
set forth. A little farther on that same young man is se :n preaci:ing from
the box pulpit in Andrew Fuller's chapel at Kettering, aud just beyond is
seen Widow Wallis’ humble home, where a small group of obscure Baptist
ministers are signing the first modern covenant of missions. Among the
surrounding figures may be seen Sidney Smith, who points a scornful finger
at the nest of consecrated cobblers, whom he proposes to ““rout out” with
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the arrows of his wit. Then a vessel is seen to set sail and on board stands
that same William Carey on his way to India.  Further on may be seen the
shores of Tahiti. Mr. Nott is standing in the midst of a group of savages
and cannibals, reading from a new translation, just completed, of John iii. 16.
A warrior in the group is moving forward and reaching out his hands
toward the missionary—the first convert after fourteen years of toil. Around
may be seen the cannibalooens, even now roasting human victims for the
feast. Let the eye now pass around the circle and see Tahiti half a century
later. Every mark of Christian civilization now marks the island. All
western Polynesia now appears as part of the domain of Christendom. On
the Fiji Islands alonc are nearly 1000 churches of Christ.  That first con-
vert has now multiplied to 750,000.

Another scenc, very carly in the century : Adoniramn Judson has just
('35) arrived in Burmah with his devoted wife. They are beginning work
among the wild men of Burmah, the despised, enslaved Karens. A decade
passes, and in the next section of the picture we behold a simple church of
cighteen Karens, the insignificant fruit of ten years of labor.  Sweep the eye
around the circle again until fifty ycars more are passed, and the picture now
represents a memorial halt built to the memory of the first Karen convert.
The K4o Tkhak Byr Hall stands confronting the Schicay Mote Tan Pagoda ;
they are close by, and they bespeak the contrast between the Karens of 1815
and the Karens of 1865. ‘The same picture might represent the Lone Star
Mission as it was in 1853, when the American Baptist Missionary Union
thrcatea~d to abandon it, and a quarter century later, when all along the
river banks might be pictured over 2000 converts baptized in one day.
The picture we are imagining would, of course, represent Morrison wearing
the cue and studying by the light of his little earthen lamp, far into the smalt
hours of the morning, while he sought to translate the Bible into the
Chinese tonguc; and seventy-five years later, Hudson Taylor pushing his
300 Evangelists and teachers into the unoccupied inland provinces of China,
and planning to preach the Gospel within the next five years to every soul
in the middle kingdom. Thc picture would portray Commodore Perry’s
squadron anchoring in the Bay of Yeddo in 1854, and with the open Bible
on the capstan, sceking to unlock scagates barred for 200 years; and thirty
years later Japan revolutionized, with nothing unchanged but the natural

scenery.
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The artist would, of course, give Africa a place on his great canvas :
her thousands of slaves driven in their yokes to the cuast, falling in scores by
the way ; Robert Moffat and others like him making their way into the
interior with no weapon but the sword of the spirit : he would depict David
Livingstone dying on his knecs in the little grass hut at Ilala, praying for
Africa ; and then the missions that crowd around the great eastern lakes and
crecp up the Congo from the west.  ‘The canvass would represent Stanley
raising his cap to the hero whose heart is buried in Africa, when he found
magnificent reception to Stanley in Albert Hall in London.

How would Carey in his cobbler’s shop contrast with that great
Ecumenieal Council of Missions in 1888, with Exeter Hall crowded for ten
days with the nobility of the Church from all lands.

We have no space to depict further the wonders which such a painting
might embody ; but it is a marvel to us that no artist has yet elaborated the
conception. What is Waterloo, Gettysburgh, Sevastopol, to the Divine
War of the ages.  If French history for a hundred years furnishes an inspir-
ing theme which makes the artist’s brush thrill with patriotic emotion, what
shall be said of a century of missions that has seen the whole Church of
Christ marshalled into line for evangelism and the face of the world trans-
formed! If artists seek transcendent themes herc is one. If only the
pecuniary reward is in vicw, what throngs such a painting would attract !
No part of the Glasgow cxhibition drew larger crowds than the Indian
cxhibit, where, in miniature, thc homes, costumes, tcmples and rites of
India were set before the eye. When we were in London, in the Stanley-
African exhibition, the most attractive features were the lableaux inanimes, in
which the dwarfs and other tribes of Africa were represented as they are in
their native wilds, and the Arab slave hunters were represented in the act of
capturing human prey. We venture to predict that could such a picture,
representing the History of the Missionary Agr, be hung in a suitable build-
ing in Chicago in connection with the great exposition of 1892, it would pay
the cost of its production'in «a siugle season and be an cducator of the mind
and heart of hundreds of thousands ; and that after it had accomplished its
work there, it would go around the world the greatest argument and appeal
for missions and the grandest defense of Christianity in our day. The
conception grows upon us as we consider it, and we hope some one capable
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of executing it will undertake it. \While we have not the genius, the
experience and the facile brush which are needful to make such an idea
crystallized into achievement, we would gladly contribute from our limited
acquaintance with the history of the century, such of the material necessary
as we have gathered by a long and a painstaking study of the theme. Let
some others who have skill in art and wealth in store, give the thought
cmbodiment in visible forms and give the world its greatest historical
painting.
Arrnur ‘I PIERsON,
Lhiludelpliia, Pa.



INDIA: SCENES AND PECULIARITIES OF
THE PEOPLE.

LETTER FPOM REV, G. MACKELVIE TQ REV. J. BARCLAY,

(Continued.)

N order to get a good view of thinys, let us ** make a day of it,” and leave
the bungalow about 5 a. m., note book in hand. Do not think 5 a.m.

too early : for, as we leave the house we find that nearly all the servants are
up. Indians are early risers. As we walk in the direction of the village
bazaar we pass what is called a river. It is composed of patches of water
kept in place by ‘“bunds,” and seems to be almost stagnant.  Here are great
numbers performing their daily ablutions with all solemnity and earnestness :
for bathing is a religious rite. It is begun by a repetition of certain texts
and other forms sufficient to satisfy the cravings for ritual of even the Bishop
of Lincoln himself. After these have been satisfactorily performed the
bather sets about the serious occupation of washing himself. This being
completed he washes his garments, and winds up by taking a hearty drink of
the water that he has been washing in. If he be a Brahman, low caste men
will be anxious to drink this water, as it confers great spiritual benefits on
them. leaving this pond, with its groups of bathers, let us huiry on to the
bhazaar. As we enter we see great numbers sitting on their heels at their
doors performing the first important religious rite of the day—teeth cleaning.
If this is noi done according to strict rule, and with due repetitions of the
proper texts, the merits of the whole day’s religious rites arc lost. Hence
the solemnity with which they all sit, like so many crows in a row, scrubbing
away at their teeth. The proper instrument to be used is a twig from the
fig tree. It is never used a second time. No words can depict the repug-
nance with which an Indian views the Englishmans tooth brush that has
done duty for a month. After the tooth-washing ceremony comes the
bathing. Next comes the worship before the images of the gods, which is
wound up with the sacred mark of the forehead. This also is accompanied
by eiaborate forms. 'The mark is made by ashes from the sacred fire mixed
with pigments of different colours. These marks are of different kinds;
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some have only one red spot in the centre of the forehead, some perpendic-
ular, some horizontal bars, ctc. But cach kind is well defined from the
other, and indicates to the initiated the particular god whose favour is
solicited.

One would think that after all this elaborate ceremonial the worshipper
would be in need of some Lreakfast. But, no. The Hindu has only two
meals a day, if so many- -onc at midnight and one in the evening. These
meals have to be preceded by claborate ceremonics and washings.  For the
Hindu’s cravings for ceremonial is insatiable.

As we pass through the bazaar we sec another class of men at work—the
national barbers. All Hindus shave except ascetics No Hindu shaves
himself, not even the poorest.  This duty is performed by a caste of men
whose ancestors were barbers, hoasting a hoary antiquity, before William the
Conqueror imported the first of our nobility.  Every Hindo shaves his whole
body, arm-pits and head, except one or two tufts. These, according to the
taste of the owner, are left: 7 ¢, 2 mustache and either a tuft on each side
of the head above the ears, or one top-knot  Wealthy men are shaved cvery-
day, poor men once a weck. ‘This cecremony must be performed in the open
air, usually under a trce.

But before going home let us go up this little alley, carefully picking our
steps amony the mangy parish dogs that are lying basking in the sun. Once
we are in the houses and shops do not look much worse than thosc in the
main bazaar.  For not even the wealthiest shops have glass windows, except
those owned by Parsees, who are a small body numbering only about 9o,000
out of the 250,000,000 of India, /& ¢, onc man in about 2,777 is a Parsee.
As we go up this lane we wonder, not that people occasionally die of cholera
here, hut, that ever they die of any other disease except typhoid fever. All
the vilest smells in the universe seem congregated and intensified at certain
corners.  But we have come to the place I want now. It is an opium hell.
We pass through an archway into the court yard. There are a number of
these in the bazaar; but the description of onc will pretty well fit any of
them. As we pass from the court into the inner building we are met by the
owner, a decent looking Mohammedan, who welcomes us very graciously,
and proceeds like an accomplished showman to explain the various sights.
This outer room, he explains, is for Mehtars (very low caste men). As we
look in we see four Mehtars in various stages of stupefaction. Passing into
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the next room, which is very much larger, we find it occupied by six groups,
all sitting or reclin’ng on carpets on the floor. In the centre of each group
is a little lamp with a bare flame about the size of an ordinary bean. Let us
go round and view each group of smokers, and we will find that the modies
operandi of each smoker is very similar, and pretty much as follows :

Having purchased a small platcful of the poison---it is usually sold in
small tin plates, about the size of a silver dollar, in a liquid or treacley state
the smoker leaning on his left eibow holds this plate in the left hand : with
his right hand he rolls the end of a long picce of wire in the poison. He
now dries what adherces to the wire in the small Hame of the lamp.  This
process is repeated several times till a portion of the opium, about the size of
a pea, adheres to the wire. This is pressed into the bowl of a pipe with a
a very large head, but only one small hole in the head serving for a howl
Now the smoker stretches eagerly forward to the flame with his pipe.  He
inhales right into his lungs every particle of smoke from his filling. Now he
falls back and allows the smoke to voze slowly from his nostrils and some-
times his ears.  After one, two or three pipes, according to the stage he has
reached in the down grade, he falls back into a state of stupor most ghastly
in appearance, like a horrible emaciated corpse.

Do you feel sick with the heat of the day and the horrible stench of the
smokers?  Well, we will soon leave the place after we have taken a look at
some of the individuals composing the groups. ‘T'he first group consists of
two women and three men. One woman is old at any ratc secms 1o be
old. ‘The other looks to be about sixteen years of age. ‘T'he men, although
they may be young, all look oid, with that horrible opinm old-man look--the
dried skin drawn tight across the bones of the face, and the eyes glassy as
thosc of a corpse. The groups are arranged with a view to caste-~for all
castes smoke. Lct us hurry out, the vile air of the lane is fresh compared
to this.

I am told that this opium habit is spreading with frightiul rapidity
through India. These dens are all licensed by the British Government,
This is a fact that not one of thesc poor slaves will fail to cast in your teeth
if you try to save him from the vile habit.

There arc other things that we might see. The drinking habit is also,
under British protection, closing its deadly meshes over India’s millions.  As
you pass along you see numbers of thesc licensed bhang shops. The usual
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furniture of these shops is one or two large rough barrels and a rough table
to hold the drinking vessels. It is all open to the street, having neither
window nor door.

At first, I am told, only the lowest caste drank. Now all classes are
taking to i, Mussulmans as well as Hindus.

1t is now long past mid-day, so we will hurry home.  This Indian sum-
mer sun is very exhausting : and the hot winds seem to dry up the flesh
on ones bones. 1 would earnestly warn all “globe trotters™ against visiting
India during the summer months.

‘The following morning we might learn a Jittle more about Indian life by
visiting the schools. RBut Jet us first go with the preachers to the bazaar in
the cvening and help to proclaim the way of salvation.  The modus opcrands
is pretty much like the open-ait preachers at home. A suitable place being
fixed upon, we gather an audience by singing hymns or bhajans.  ‘The
people much prefer the Dhajans. ‘Though why, Europeans can hardly tell.
There is no harmony in the bhajan. It is all welody, and the chief point is
the repetition singing the same lines over again.  Musical natives do not
at all like our music, and natives are all musical.  They delight greatly in
the quavers : sometimes one note is drawn out and filled with trills and
quavers. 1t scems very comical to an Eurcpean at first.  And if asked his
private opinion he would probably reply that the native can no more sing
than a corn-crake.  This also is pretty much the natives’ opinion of an
Suropean.  However, we mostly sing bhajans in the open air as it gathers
a crowd quickest. After the bhajan and a short prayer one after another
reads a short passage and speaks on it with more or less fluency. You
will generally find about the cutskirts of the crowd two or three Moham-
medans annoying and saying nasty things to raise a laugh. Of course, this
audience is a very transitory onc. People are continually coming and
going. In our church the audience is more satisfactory; for the most of
the people remain during the whole of the address. It is not customary
now for preachers to ridicule the Hindu gods as they used to do. This
has been found unprofitable, as the people are quite willing to laugh at
them and still believe in them. e find that if a Hindu sees the truth
as it is in Christ, and is born again by the Spirit of God into a new life,
that these old superstitions fall away like the decayed caterpillar’s skin from
the butterfly. The Indian's opposition to Christ is not so much of the
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head as of the heart. We find here, what we find at home, that the carnal
heart is enmity against God. We find numbers who are intellectually con-
vinced of the superiority of Christianity, and who are yet its deadly oppon-
ents. Such men have formed themselves into Somajs or guilds, in which
they encourage one another in their fight against Christ. They profess to
believe in one God. Their professed belief seems to be a kind of Pantheistic
Unitarianism. But while in words, condemning caste, they are in practice
the most strict obscrvers of caste. In their meetings they imitate the worship
of the Christian Church, have prayers and sing hymns These hymns are
generally Christian hymns mutilated—all reference to Christ being struck
out. At Indore they issued a catechism. Miss Beatty, M. D., kindly pro-
cured me a copy. It was neither more nor less than the * Shorter Cate-
chism” with the clauses struck out that contained the name of Christ. Not
one new thought had heen introduced. If any young man is impressed with
the trath of Christianity, they instantly cluster round him and try to entice
him out of the way.

In one way their appearance is full of hope. It is one of the signs of
the approaching downfall of heathenism, and reminds one of the last expir-
ing effort of Greek heathenism, in the form of Neo-Platonism, to arrest the
progress of Christ in the early ages. On all hands we see signs of the times.
This virulent opposition to Christianity is but a mark of its advance . is but
an evidence that the devii is drawing his black legions more closely around
him for the final struggle.  There in the arena may be seen the phalanxes of
Hinduism, Buddism and Mahonmmedism drawing within themselves and
collecting their powers, like the Cobra of the jungle, for the fatal spring,
while the followers of the Nazerene have descended with bare sword and
scabbard cast away never to return till the world has been brought to the
feet of their Master.

I might give an account of some of the Hindu beliefs, but as there are
so many books written onthe subject accessible to all, T think it wiser to
refrain.  Besides Hinduism is so nebulous—like a huge cloud hanging over
the land—that it is bardly possible for any one to get a correct conception
of their belief. When one inquires into the belief of even one sect, he is
met by a confused chaos of fancy, romance and indecency, all strung
together in the most cxtravagant way. What respect, indeed, for fact,
accuracy or truth, can be expected in a people who are firmly convinced
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that everything is an illusion- their own existence and the existence of
everything around them. T'his, indeed, is the only sure thing in Indian
belief  Pantheism. ‘I'hey are only sure that they themselves are nothing :
that they are but illusive phenomena of a Divine Being that is itself” an
illusion, for it has no personality. [t is astonishing 1o see how widespread
and firm a hold this Pantheism has on the people.  ‘They are prepared 1o
argue the question, from the city pundit (o the village cowherd @ all showing
a consideralle knowledge of the subject.  But, showing this above all, an
invineible determination to pay no attention to what may he said on the
other side.

We might say a few things on the outward phenomena of their religion.
The first thing that strikes an - Furopean is the evcessive veneration and
worship of the cow that is prevalent all over India.  This is the more
remarkable as Indian cows are only conspicuous for i)cing the leanest and
most miserable looking cows on this round globe.  But to the Indian the

uw is the most sacred thing in the world — 1f a man can only lay hold of a
cow’s tail when dying, death has no terrors tor him.  His friends, at any
rate, are sure that his spirit. has escaped the dread officers of Yama, the god
of hell, and that in his next birth b will have a better chance in the world.
The five products of the cow are especially sacred. When a brahman wants
to make a place very holy and sacred for the most solemn duty of life,
cooking and cating his food, he plasters the room with cow dung. It
matters not how unclean the place may have been before.  ‘Though it ay
have been used by sweepers or Europeans, this simple process takes away
all the pollution: and renders it holy.  All the vussels are purified by heing
passed through the smoke of a cow dung fire.  \n European has some
ditficulty at first in getting his milkman to understand that the fumes of this
hallowed substance does not improve the natural davour of the milk.

If any one should break caste, which is the greatest sin known to a
Hindy, the only known maode of restoring him is by eating a certain quantity
of this sacred material @ the exact amount o be preseribed by the brahmans,
who, of course, receive a heavy fee for this valuable revelation.  In the
villages, even in the most wealthy houses, the cow occupies t e same ronm
as her master, or, as he prefers it her human brethren. ‘The ant of Christ
being eradled in a manger s, to a Hindu, not a sign of pove 3, hut a sign

o

of special sanctity.
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Next to the cow the brabman is venerated by the lower castes. He
only knows the sacred texts and Mantras, and an ordinary Hindu would
rather offend all the gods than a brahman. He argues thus—if 1 offend
against the gods, by paying money to the brahmans, I can compel the gods
to be favourable to me. For the brahman by repeating the sacred spells
ana texts can compel the gods to do what they like (and nany stories are
told and believed, illustrating the power of the brahmans over the gods).
But, if I offend against a brahman—who can avert his cure fromme ?  Manu
the Hindu sacred law book teaches that: “A Brahman is a mighty god
whether learned or ignorant,” and  from his birth he is regarded as a divinity
even by the gods.” While I was at Rutlam, visiting Mr. Campbell, 1 saw
one of these holy men drawn through the streets on a three wheeled coach
by his devotees.  He was a wretched looking specimen of humanity : but
evidently held in high veneration by himself and his worshippers.  In these
degenerate days the brahmans are not all worshipped in this way. In the
first place they are too numerous, numbering some millions. liesides, other
influences are at work that have somewhat lessened their power e.g. the
“nglish have on more than one occasion, hanged one of these divinities for
wurder !

1 find that I have done little more than entered on my subject yet, some
other day I hope to have the pleasure of writing on what I have seen of the
twin curses of India: -Caste and Debt. At present I think it wiser not to
trespass further on your time, but make my salaams and retire.

Yours sincere]y,
Grorce MacKELVIE
Mo, Central Tndia.,
?




HONAN.

Nume.—I"he word Honan means south of the river, and the name was
given to this Province because the greater part of the territory included in it
lay to the south side of the /fuung Flo or Yellow River.

Position. --Honan is one of the northern Provinces of China, situated
on the western side of the Great Plain, and comprising some of the most
fertile parts of thar productive and densely settled portion of the Chinese

cmpire. On account of the central position it occupied, and the bountiful

nature of its soil, the province received at an carly date the name Clung
/ua 7%, or the  Middle Flowery land,” afterwards enlarged into Chuny
“no, or ¢ Middle Kingdom.” This last name the Chinese now apply to the
«.mpire at large, desiring to indicate thereby that China is not only the
weographical centre of the world, but also its centre of light and civilization,
In form the province is somewhit like an irregular triangle. Its area is
divided into three basins, that of the Yellow River on the north, the Huai
river on the south, and the Han river on the southwest. Between the last
named two rivers hes the Fuh Niu-Shan range of mountains, about 3oo miles
in length. ‘This mountain range has an elevation of 3,000 feet, and is
crassed at Nan-Chaw by a remarkable pass about 30 miles long, which
affords great facilities for trade and travel between the central and northern
Provinces. Honan lies between the 32nd and 38th degrees of north latitude,
and 112th and 121st degrees of cast longitude,

Lxtent, ‘The length of the province from north to south is 1,200 miles,
and its breadth from cast to west 1,190 miles. It embraces an area of 65,104
square miles, and contains about 41,666,560 acres.

Resonrces. - ‘The resources are extensive, but to a large extent undeve-
loped. ‘This is unfortunately truc of much of the mineral wealth of this vast
Impire. The coal fields of the Province are reckoned at 10,000 square
miles. Lime is plentiful in certain districts and iron in others. Cotton, silk
and hemp are raised in considerable quantities throughout the Province.
Among the fruits and vegetables grown in abundance may be mentioned
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apples, pears, peaches, plums, apricols, grapas  sweet potatoes, turnips, cab-
bage, carrots, squash and cucumbers.  The total revenue of the province is
reckoned at $35,651,000,  (x Tael - $1.33.)

General features.  1n the north, along the Yellow river, the soil is level
and fertile, the richest and most productive portions of the proviree being
found in that region,  Canals for irrigating purposes are numerous in the
vicinity of the mountains and are well supplied with water during the *rainy
season.”  In the extreme north, and along the western and south-western
sides the province is mountainous. ‘The mountains do not present many
features of interest, however, being barren and devoid of trees or shrubs.
An American waveller has described the landscape generally as “flat and
cheerless.”  ‘The absence of many objects with which European and
American traveliers are familiar in other lands, accounts 10 some extent for
the sense of monotony which they experience in China. Trees are not
numerous throughout the province. A few are usually found near the
marging of streams and rivers.  These are meant to protect the country from
being Beoded with water. Some trees are also invariably found in the
vicinity of villages and graveyards.  Anything like a forest is not to be
found. The presencé of trees and shrubs would greatly enrich the Chinese
landscape.  “The prople are not famed for their westhetic tastes, however, and
i is to be feared that the time is yet distant when Honan shall have groves
and forests, shrubberies and nurseries.  To the south of the Yellow river
there is a greater variety of scenery than in the north.  Vegetation more
nearly resembles that in tropical regions.  In that pirt of the provinee also
are 10 be seen the districts made famous by the enactment of many remark-
abile everts in China’s history.  The l.oh valley, between the Fuh-niu
Moaountains and the Y ellow River,will furnish food for thought and interesting
speculion to the mteiligent student of Chinese history.  The houses are
generally built of brick, made of clay or mud. .\ glance at them is enough
to convinee ane that they are not built for posterity to inhabit  The making
of mud bricks s quite an industry at certain seasons. FThe Missionasy
knows but little of the home life of the Honanese.  ‘The houses keep ther
own seerets, and the hearts of the immmates know ther own hitterncss,.
Thousands ol owns and villages are dotted all over the provinee. The
exact numier it 1s not cisy o ind out. We would prohably be within the

mark in saying that there are fully 20,000 villages in northern Honan alone.
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Idol temples are to be found in large numbers, and in better repair than
those in some of the adjoining provinces.

Historical Tncidents. “This provinee has occupied a prominent place in
the history of China  Some of the people affirm that Honan is the centre of
all under Heaven, and the proof adduced is that a stick stuck in the ground
at Kai-fung-tu, the capital, gives no shadow (2).  Others of the Honanese say
that Honan is to China as the heart to the human bLody, it Honan is cor-
rupted the cighteen pxovin&s of China will suffer.  Some writers contend,
and the theory is said to be favoured by the Chinese themselves -that the
race came into China from  the north-west, along the Vellow River valley,
settled in Honan, and wom thence spread over south-eastern A\sia. It i
certain that the carliest records of the Chinese frequenth refer to this pro-
vince.  Twenty-six dynasties have held sway in China during the past ,coo
years, and the Capital has been changed seventeen times. It has heen
located in Homan seven times out of the seventeen,  \n extensive collection
of historical records were kept at one time in the Archives of the City of
Loh.  Tlus city lay near the site of the modern Honan-fu.  ‘There is goad
reason for bhelieving that this region, it thoroughly oxplored, would furnish
many rclics of ancient times. Rock-cut temples, and old inscriptions, to
gether with graceful bas-rehefs have already been discovered. The famous
Lao Tz, founder of the Taoist system of religion, was a native of 1lonan.
The city in which he was born stood near the modern Kuci-i-fu, in the east
of the province. .\t Koo-vang the house in which Lao Tzu is said 1o have
fived is stiil shown, and his memory is further piesersed in the same region
by a temple dedicated to his honour. “This Lao T7u was for a time “ Keeper
of the \rchives ™ under the imperial Coutrt of Chow, in the City of I.oh.
T'o this city Confucius wended his way for the purpose of studying there the
records of antiquity. While so engaged he had several interviews with the
philosophical T.ao Tzu, in which Chinas great sage scems to have been
decidedly worsted in argume 't Nor was Lao Tzu the only marked wan
which Honan gave to China  "he famous Lze-ma-tsicn was also a native of
this province. His ~elebra i ork---the * Iistorical Records™ was the
first attempt at a cowpreheasive history of China.  The hook commences
with the mythical reign of Huang Ti, and comes down to B. (. 104. \sin
the casc of so many works dealing with the carly history of natiuns, fiction
and fact are so blended together in this bnok as to make their separation

somewhat difticult,
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‘T'o the Christian Missionary it is of some interest to note that Honan
was the first province into which Buddhism was introduced in China.  ‘T'his
is believed to have occurred during the reign of the Emperor Ning- T, who
came to the throne in A. . 38, and reigned until \\. 1). 76, "This monarch
is said to have had a dream in the third year of his rcign, in which he saw
a golden figure flying from heaven and hovering over his palace.  Tts head
was surrounded by a glory equal to that of the sun and mwoon.  Inqguiring
into the meaning of this dream, the EKmperor was informed by one of his
ministers that he had heard there was a divine person Lorn in the west called
Buddhg, and that probably his dream was connected with that circumstance.
Eighteen persons are then said to have been dispatched on a mission of
inquiry to India. They went as far as the counuy to the south of the
Ganges. Having obtained books, pictures and relics, and accompanied by
two Buddhist priests, they returned homewards, and arrived at the Capital,
Lo-yang, in A, 1). 67. Many monks and priests catie at intervals during the
next 6oo vears.  We read of one translator in the second century who worked
at Loyang for forty vears, translating books, * Moved by a desire to convert
men.”  Buddhism spread rapidly in China.  In 535 A. 1) the Chinese were
allowed to take monastic vows themselves, and as many as forty two convents
had been built in Lo-yany alone.  What Christian is there who does not wish
that the Emperor’s Commissioners had continued their westward journey,
until they had mct St Peter, St. Paul, or St. John, learned the truth as it is
in Yesus from them, and then returned. not to introduce the “light ot
Asia,” but to point the Chinese to Him who is the * Light of the World?”
Had this happenced, how differeat the history of Honan, and of China !

People.  "'The Honanese have been noted for their roughness and violent
hostility towards foreigners. In only two other provinces has there been
evidence of a stronger anti-foreign feeling than in Honan.  The people are
proud of their province and its traditions. Large contingents of soldiers have
zone forth from among the Honancse to fight China’s battles.  I'he “ Honan
braves,” are still spoken of, and to be met with, in many partsof the Empire.
Regarding themselves as the true descendants of the original inhabiiants of
the province, the people are desirous of having their fair fame maintained.
The strength of the antiforeign feeling in Honan was shown in a very
marked way some twelve years ago. At that time a great famine wrought
terrible havoc in northern China.  Missionaries of all denominations com-
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bined and organized methods of relief for the sufferers. So strong was the
feeling against them that for a time it seemed as if their laudable enterprise
would be completely frustrated. They were supposed to have sinister objects
in view, their charity was refused, and for a time their lives were in imminent
danger  Gradually however the distributors bore down the ill will and asper
sion of all classes. Doubt and distrust gave place to gratitude and respect,
and those men were ultimately regarded as the Saviours of the people.

This was the case in the provinces of Shansi, Shensi and Shanting. It
was far otherwise in Honan. Through the influence of the officials and
uentry in the provincial Capital- -Kai-feng-fu, —the famine relief distributors
were to the last forbidden to remain, or even to carry on their work in the
environs of the city.  In the same place the scholars decorated the window
of the room in which the famine relief men stayed with a set of four pictures,
representing : (1) .\ {oreigner pouring poison into a well 1 (2) Taring out a
child’s heart: (3) Scooping out a boy's eyes: (4) Operating on a woman,
A placard stated, * If forcigners come we shall not have a virtuous woman
left. We don’t want the devil's relief here.” A member of the Canadian
band tells of a placard on which it was stated, that, “ Eyes were cut out,
hearts opened, and bloody means made use of by the foreign doctor.”  Per-
sons who saw operations performed yet asserted that the blood was taken
away by the foreigner. These arc but samples of many incidents which
could be adduced to show how deep seated and virulent the antipathy to
foreigners is in this province A\ similar state of fecling prevailed in most of
the other proviwses at first, but it is now fast hecoming a thing of the past.
At present there is but little indication of such a change in the feelings of
the Honanese. It may be asked, how account for such a strong anti-foreign
feeling in Honan 2 Different reasons have been given by the way of expla-
nation.

1. Historical. The position assigned to the provinee, the traditions
perpetuated in it, the remarkable events which have accurred there, and the
courageous character of the Honanese soldiers, would all come under this
head. The people are loyal to their traditions and wish to have them trans-
mitted to posterity uncontaminated by any admuxture of foreign ingredients.

2. Geographical. -Honan occupics an insulated position. The people
have had but littlc contact with forcigners.  When meeting any of them it
did not always happen that those scen were good represcntatives of foreign
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lands.  The Honanese have not bad such familiar inteicourse with men
actuated by Christian principle as the people in the sea board provinces have
enjoyed.  They know comparatively.littlc of what Christianity, Literature,
Art and Science hive doue for the outside nations of the world

3. Social.—There are large nwmubers of officials, literary men and
gentry in this provinee.  They have a strong intluence over the common
people, and are bitterly opposed to Christianity and contact with foreign
nations.  In almost every case where trouble has occurred thus far their
influence was behind the agitators.  They are known to have plotted together
for the destruction of the Missionaries.  Agitators and leaders of riot and
expulsion are protected by them, and are eligible for promotion on account
of their subserviency to their cruel designs.

4. Misrepresentations.—The foreigners are not understood, their mot-
ives are misconstrued, crimes of which they are innocent are laid to their
charge, defects in their character are magnified, and thus formidable indict-
ments are drawn up against them.  Those doing this know that they have
the car of the people, that their influence ie paramount, and that the forcign
crs cannot reply.

5. lgnorance.  Multitudes of the people are wotully ignorant, both
regarding China and other lands.  Being so, they are also unreasonable.
Pride and prejudice go hand in hand with the preceding. Unscrupulous
agitators know how to work upon the eredulity of such persons to the detri-
ment of the Missionary.  During the French wrouble with China the
Missionaries found scrious disturbance, occasioned in Honan by a rumour
that the French were sending to the country a gunboat five miles long, and
one and three quarters bread.  When agitators know how Chinese are treated
by the enlightened and far sceing (?) govarnments of America and Canada,
the news will not he caleulated to allay their animosity or moderate their
violence.

6. Romanism.---\s carly as 1642 the Roman Catholics had a Poru-
gese priest  Roderic de Figueredo in Kaifengfu, the capital, and their
svstem soon gained a considerable number of followers.  Their efforts to
acquire property and the fact that a sort of barracks or fort was formed in
their chief centre, excited the suspicion of the Chinese.  This has never
been forgotten by them.  Exaggerated accounts of the duings of Romanists
in other provinces have also reached them. As a consequence Catholics




Hovax. 137

and Protestants suffer.  The Chinese do nut discriminate between the
systems represented by missionaries of those churches, and thus great
confusion prevails.

This list does not, by any means, exhaust the explanations that have
been given.  ‘There may be some grounds for thinking that the people are
naturally of a more violent disposition than those in some of the other
provinces, and that the work before the Christian missionary there will be
exceedingly difficult.

MurpocH MACKENZIE.
China.

THE EXAMPLE OF THE MORAVIANS.

Dr. Pierson says that if all Christian denominations gave in the same
proportion as the Moravians do, that is one foreign missionary to every sixty
wmembers, instead of 5,000 or 6,000 missionarics in the field there would be
500,000. Though they are the poorest of all denominations the Moravians
give more money per head than the richest church in Christendom. ‘They
insist that every congregation shall make missionary contributions : that every
congregation shall give workers to the foreign ficld : and that every congre-
zation shall take a living interest in the work.  They consider a congregation
dead if it does not contribute to send forth missionaries —Missionary Fcho.




Partie Srancaise.

POURQUOI LE CHRETIEN PEUT-IL MOURIR
TRANQUILLE?

NOUES de la facult¢ d’aimer, les hommes s’attachenta ce qui les

entourc. En apparaissant & la surface de Texistance, ils trouvent

des ¢tres quils aiment d'un pur amour, et & mesure que ce developpent leur

corps et leurs facultds intellectuelles, se multiplient pour eux les objets
connaitre, & admirer et i aimer.

Chacun prend sa place sur la terre, recherche ce quil aime et acquiert ce
quiil pent.  Comme de petits rois, les hommes regnent sur leurs cheres pos-
sessions qu'ils s'efforcent de parer et d'augmenter, et, comptant sur un avenir
brillant qu'ils croient ¢ternel pour excécuter de grands projets, ils vivent
heureux dans un monde qui leur plait. 1 imagination leur montre de grandces
choses et l'espérance leur promet de beaux résultats : mais pendant que leur
ame est berede dans ces réves enivrants, une voix pénétrante leur dit: “ Ii
faut mourir ! 7

Ah il faut mourir ! voilll ce 2 (uoi on ne pense pas assez souvent.

Ne trouvant pus la mort naturelle, 'homme Voublie voiontiers, croyant par
Ja échapper i son courroux infléchissable ¢ui ne recule pas méme devant la
vie innocente d'un tout petit enfant.

Pourquoi mourir? répond le savant qui admire la grandeur ct la beauté de
la nature ; qui observe le mouvement des millions de mondes qui circulent
dans Y'espace avec une vitesse vertigineuse sans jamais s'entre-choquer: qui
voit notre globe avec toutes ses merveilles, et la belle position de Phomme
sous la volite étoilée! Pourquoi mourir? répond le riche qui ne connait
point de privation ; dont la vie est une succession de jouissances ; qui ne sait
dautre souci que celui d'échanger son or pour des plaisirs ! Pourquoi
mourir ? répond le pire entourd de ses enfants «jui savent ce qu'ils lui doivent
et semblent ne vivre que pour lui prouver leur reconnaissance ct leur amour !
Pourquoi mourir? répond le jeune époux que le rois des d¢pouvantements
veut ravir & celle quiil aime plus que lui-méme, & sa chire épouse qui Parrose
dc ses larmes !
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(Juand je regarde la mort dans toutes ses cruautds, je comprends que
Fhomie puisse demander sa raison d’Ctre ; je comprends qu’il la craigne et
la fuic. Car mourir, ce n'est pas sculement quitter des objets précieux, laisser
pour jamais des parents et des amis «ui nous pleurent ; ce n'est pas seule-
ment dite un éternel adieu a la terre, mais c'est aller rendre compte de sa vie
i Dieu que l'on a offensé, sinon mdépris¢, Comparaitre i la barre du Souve-
rain-Juge, ah ! voild ce qui arrache des cris de détresse au mondain dans les
serres de la mort !

Qu’est-ce donc qui fait que le chrétien en face de ce rois des épouvante-
ments, au lieu de protester, accepte son sort avec résignation sinon avec
plaisir> Qu’est-ce donc qui lui donne la fermetd, la tranquillité qui étonne
Thomme du monde ?

Cette réponse «qui pourrait remplir des volumes peut cependant se résumer
en peut demots.  Le chrétien croit que dans son corps mortel, est une ‘unc
appelce i1 vivre parfaitement heureuse dans un lieu saint. Connaissant la
courte durce de la vie présente, il n'en a pas fait son but, mais il s'en sert
comme d'un moyen pour entrerdans la vie éternclle. Il sait qu'il est pécheur,
que le péché est une révolte contre Dicu et que cette révolte doit coucher
son corps dans la poussitre ¢t conduire son ame devant le tribunal du Dieu-
Vivant: mais il sait aussi qu’il a en 1ieu un prre qui lui a prouvé son amour
de plusicurs manicres, et en [dsus, un Sauveur qui a versé son sang pour
cliacer les transyressions des peécheurs repentants. 1 regrette amerement ses
fautes, se jette dans les bras de la Misdricorde divine qui les lui pardonnera
certainement et le fera héritier par le salut de Jésus-Christ de Ja félicité des
clus. Sl laisse sur ka terre des parents et des amis qu'il aime, cest pour
suivre un guide qui le conduira & travers la vallée de Fombre de la mort,
lc présentera it Eternel, plaidera sa cause devant le Saint Tribunal et apris
avoir ohtenu un jugement favorable, lui adressera ces réjouissantes paroles .
“Viens le béni de mon plic et possede le royaume qui ta ¢ préparé.” 11
quitte la terre, mais il quitte aussi la nature pécheresse qui P'éloignait de son
Pere-Cdleste, pour revétir la sainteté qui lui fera savourer pour jamais les
delices des rachetds. '

Voila pourquoi la mort, au lieu de terrifier le chrétien, lui donne des ailes
pour s'envoler vers le séjour des bienheurcux.

Moise Mavyarn.
Preshyierian College.




NOUVELLES PERSONNELLES.

Un de nos drudiants, Mons. J. Savignac, par une chute cruelle, s'est
bris¢ la clavicule de ’épaule droite. Il doit suspendre ses cours pour pres
d'un mois. Le Dr. Bell qui la pris sous ses soins nous donne licu de croire
que rien de sérieux n'en résultera. Nos sympathies pour notre condisciple
ct frire, et nos souhaits sincttes pour son rétablissement prochain.

On nous apprend que la Providence combla de joie Mons. le Pasteur, S.
Rondeau et sa dame en répondant au veeu de leur coeur. Car vers le mois
d’octobre, Papparition d’'une charmante petite fille fit rayonner dans lcur de-
meure, de nouvelles espérances et augmenta de beaucoup leur bonheur.

Nous avons cu le plaisir d'avoir au milieu de nous, il y a quelques jours,
plusieurs de nos gradués de langue francaise : parmi lesquelles sc trouvaient,
les Revs. E. Seylas, |. Bourgoin, 7. lefebvre, 5 Rondean et A. J. Lods.
Ces amis nous ont intéressés vivement par un rapport encourageant de leurs
diveis champs de travail, aussi bien que par leurs bonnes paroles. Nous
nous réjouissons de ce qu’ils pensent & nous, et encore plus de ce qulils

viennent nous voir.




@ditorial Department.

—

THE INTERCOLLEGIATE MISSIONARY
ALLIANCE

HE sixth annual meeting of the Intercollegiate Missionary Alliance,
lately held in the Wesleyan ‘Pheological Seminary of this city,
deeply impressed three facts upon the minds of those who attended its
sessions : the rapidly developing opportunities for extended work presented
1o cvangelistic workers ; the phenomenal growth of thi missionary spirit and
deepening of missionary zeal among the Christian churches ; and the press
ing nced of greater means for the utilization of the forces at the disposal of
the various Mission Boards of the Church.

It is a subject of deep anxiety as well as of fervent thanksgiving to those
who have the cause of missions at heart, that the whole world may now be
said to be open to the advance of Christ’s army. If the burden of the
world’s salvation rested on the Church of Christ when many nations had
closed their doors against every attempt to propagate the Gospel aniong
them, it weighs with tenfold force now that they are ready to receive the
Gospel.  ‘The work of the world’s evangelization is nearing a critical point
in its history, for many tribes are casting aside the religions of their false
gods, and are trembling in the balance between the influences which shall
draw them into the light of the Gospel of Christ and those which tend to
Atheism and - Materialism.  One life spent now among such a people may
avail more for their salvation than a score when their intellectual life has
become confirmed in its Atheistic philesephy.  Aad while the Church of
Clirist raises her voice in thanksgiving for the manifest working of His
spirit in the opening of so many new ways into the midst of heathen peoples,
she feels with an ever keener appreciation the weight of the Master’s yet
unfulfilled command to make known His Gospel over all the world. I'e
merchant and the explorer have become the forerunners of the Gospel
herald, and new avenues have been prepared on every side for the mission
ary’s advance, “till, at the command of Jenovah, land «ter lxe? he
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admitted the herald of the Cross, till every people is now accessible, and in
the most hopeless field the harvest waves,” ready for the hand of the reaper.

With this has come a correspondent awakening of missionary zeal
within the Church. This revival has been neither sectional nor denomin-
ational, but, extending to all sects and through all countries, it has been an
infusing into the Church as a whole of a new spirit of missionary enterprise
and devotion. Most remarkable among the manifestations of this awakening
is that movement among the students of the colleges and universitics of
America, of which the Intercollegiate Alliance is an outcome.  Originating
in the formation of a mission band, consisting of one hundred members, at
Mr. Moody's summer school in 1886, it spread with phenomenal growth
throughout the American universities, till, at the close of two years from its
inception, over 2,000 young men and women stood pledged to go as the
way might open and proclaim the Gospel in foreign lands.  Yet another two
years passed and 10-day above 5,000 are waiting the call to go as the Master
may direct. This movement is but a type of the more universal revival of
missionary zeal within the Church. And not within the home churches
alone, but tribes which a short two score years ago were sunk in aimost hope-
less idol worship, are now becoming centres from which light is shining out
out to other peoples who still lie in darkness, and convert nations are putting
the mother churches to the blush by their devotion.

But how shall they hear unless the preachers be sent?  ‘I'he world will
never he evangelized until the Church awakes to the conviction that it must
not only pray with and talk about missions, but also work for them. The
cause urgently requires funds. Increase in the number of laborers implies
a greater drain on the resources of the Church and a consequent necessity
for increased support from its members.  There is now given to missions an
annual sum amounting to onc-sixteenth per cent. of the value of the
Churcl’s possessions. The doors are opened forward into the heart of
heathen nations: they need to be opened backward into the hearts of
Christians at home, that they may give more fully to the work. The com-
mand rests equally on every disciple of Christ. if some are ready 10 give
their lives for its fulfilment, cannot those who remain contribute more than
one dollar in every sixteen hundred of their property ?




OUR FRENCH SCHOOL

OUR years ago our Missionary Society determinec :0 couceutrate all
its energies on French evangelization work.  A-cordingly it was
resolved to establish a mission school; and steps were imtaediately taken to
raise funds for the erection of a buiiding.  The place s»iected was St. Jean
Baptiste ward, where the Roman Catholic element largely predominates.
The efforts of the Society to raise the necessary funds h.ve been crowned
with success.  Many of our iriends in Montreal have :eudered valuable
assistance, but the success of the undertaking is due principally to the
liberality of our friends in Western Ontario and the in iefatigable labour
among them of two of our French students, Messrs. Chas Vessot and T. S.
St. Aubin.  The work of construction, however, has not yet been begun.
The building committee, of which the Rev. Prof Scrimg:r 1s convener, has
been proceeding cautiously. It was deemed advisabie o experiment.
Consequently, last year a school was opened in a rented house, and Mr. V.
Charles, B A, B.Sc, one of our French students, aud his wife were
appointed teachers.  Mrs. Charles teaches the day school and Mr. Charles
a night school which was opened in January. For a time the work was
highly successful. IForty-eight pupbils were enrolled in the day school and
fiftecn in the night school.  The children manifested iniense interest and
the prospects for effective work were in every way encouraging.

Put during the summer came a reversal.  The Curé of the parish had
discovered that rays of light were penetrating the darkness, and he resolved
at once to check the good work. Qur missionaries were denounced
publicly and privately, and Catholic parents were commanded, under threat
of the curses, of the Church, to withdraw their chiidren from the schoaol.
‘T'his, however, has not crippled its usefulness. There are still 21 pupils in
attendance at the day school and the attendance at the night school has
scarcely been affected.  The success which Mr. Charles has achieved in the
face of this opposition has fully vindicated the wisdom of the com-
mittee in his appointment. He works quietly, vigorously and effectively,
and above all in the spirit of sympathy and love. In addition to teaching,
religious services have buen held regularly every Sabbath, and four hundred
and fifty Roman Catholic families have been visited. Three of these have
already become Protestants, and twelve more are known to be in sympathy
with the work.
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STUDENT LIFE.

N the evening of QOct. 16th, the customary reception was given to the

new students. At a somewhzt later hour than the ordinary tea, the men

of all years streamed into the dining-room, and were greeted by the sight of
tables that might have done credit to the palace of a Persian monaiei: (if he
wasn’t unreasonably greedy). They groaned (I didu't hear any groaning
till afterward, but they always say that) ‘neath the weight, that had bheen
imposed upon them by the Steward, to the tune of “We'll never get drunk
any more.” By the way, they haven't broken their pledge yet, although the
hoys were prepared to treat them with a liitle indulgence had they Jone so
on Thanksgiving Day. Well, the luxurious provision (the Sophomres called
it e grud) was abundant and dainty,- caleulated to satisfy equally the
appetite of u Vitellius and the refined tastes of a Parisian epicure,  Here
were piled golden pears and maiden-ckeeked peaches : there were, heaped
side by side, the red of the apple and the green of the grape, mountains
ruddy with sunrise, kissed by the billows of the sea. ‘The dishes on which
the fruits were placed were tastefully spread with the autumn-hued leaf of the
mapie, and little branches hung about the hall. The writer attended in the
capacity of Local Editor. Any man who has taken honor classics knows
that the word edifo> is derived from the Latin verb edo, I eat. In this light
he did ample justice to his capacity, although there were several Freshmen
at the table. His progress was eventually interrupted, however, by a burst
of applause. He looked up, and found that the speaking had commenced.
‘T'he worthy President held the floor (this is the way they always put it, but I
think it ought to be that the floor held him) Now had commenced the
second banquet,--** the feast of reason and the flow of soul.” (I hope no
reader will misinterpret this capital quotation, as did a gentleman to whom 1
used it at the time. He thought that by the latter clause was meant the
applause with the feet. DBut he is not a Senior.) Mr. Frew's speech was
copiously interspersed with quotations from Burns. We could catch such
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expressions as ‘“the lassies, Oh!™” ete.  His words were those of welcome,
advice, and consolation. He concluded by telling the new men that although
they now occupied a humble position, one of them would yet attain to his
exalted station:
“ Lives of great men oft remind us
We can make our life sublime,

Aund, departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of time.”

The second speaker wus Mr. J. K. (. Fraser, who in kindly and appropriate
terms pronounced the address of welcome in behalf of the third year in
Theology.  Mr. Sutherland followed, and dwelt on the importance of a
student’s exhibiting manliness of character.  Many of Mr Moss’s humorous
remarks were lost by reason of the clamorous applause.  Mr. McLennan
delivered a good, solid speech.  He didn’t pander to the conventional theory
of college socialism, which we pretend to admire so much ; but, courageous
enough to say what most men only feel, he reminded us that there is here,
as elsewhere, a certain distinction of class, the extent of which, however, is
dictated to every gentleman by his sense of propricty.  Speeches followed by
Messrs. Robertson, Pidgeon, A, MacViear, 1. Maynard, Graham, and
MacKeracher : and the meeting merrily broke.

Hallowe’en was observed with the usual orgies. ‘The Freshmen very
generously followed the example set last year, and furnished the barrel of
apples. " The transitory nature of these was soon demonstrated. When the
hour for conflict had arrived, there were no apples to contend for. But the
usual struggle had 10 take place between the old building and the new.  And
i did.  What it was for, nobody knows, unless for the possession of the
harrel.  This was, however, valueless after being used by a favorite speaker
as a rostrum.  ‘This gentleman’s speeches are usually a great success, but
this time he put his foot in it--indeed, he fell into it bodily.

The Principal has been at Halifax, conducting the anniversary services
of Park St. Church. He addressed the students of Dalhousiec University in
the afternoon, and on Monday evening delivered in the church a lecture on
* Sodial Discontent.”™  “The Halifax papers give glowing accounts,
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Mr. .Savignac has been compelled, by an accidental injury to his
shoulder-blade, to confine himself to the building and suspend work for afew

weeks.

Students who wish to borrow handsome walking-sticks can do so from
Messrs. Dobson, Gordon, or McGregor since the tuig-of war,  We congratu:
late thesc gentlemen on their success.

Mr. Cossum, Secretary of the Students’ Voluuteer Movement, took dinner

with us recently, and favored us with a profitable missionary address.

VOICES FROM IHE HALLS.
What's the matter with * Boots ”?
Have you had your height measured 2
Well, Mac., what are you taking this vear ?
JMar.—-Taking it casy.

Nat the editor-in-chief, but the editor in-zzdscliief.

W, M. MacKERACHEK,

REPORTERS' FOLIO.

MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

HE first meeting of this Society was held ou Friday evening, Oct. 16th.

After preliminary exercises, reports were heard from Messrs St

Aubin and Charles, who had been laboring under the auspices of the Saciety
during the suinmer.

Mr. St. Aubin, in presenting the report of his summer’s work, gave an
interesting account of his ¢cndeavor to collect funds for the erection of a
Frerci Mission School in Montreal.  In the course of his remarks, he spoke
of the manv encouragements that he had received in Omntario, where a lively
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interest is manifested in French Evangilization. In rehearsing his experience,
he was glad 1o say that he had met with much kindness and liberality and
was thus enabled to give a satisfactory financial statement.

Mr. Charles reported on the success of the St. Jean Baptiste school,
which was organized in January last, with Mrs. Charles as assistant teacher.
‘This school has been progressing favorably in the face of many difficulties.
During the month of June there was an average of over thirty in attendance.
Besides the regular day classes, Mr. Charles has under his supervision,
Sablath mectings, a singing class, and night school ; all of which are giving
strong evidence of the untiring energy and Christian seal of the workers.

The neat item of business was the clection of officers for the ensumy
ver, m which the followinyg were the names of those appointed :  President,
Mr. Vessot; st Viee President, Mr. McGregor, BAL: 2nd Vice-Presidem,
M 1. ] laser, BoA; Recording Secretary, Mi. Townsend @ Freasures,
Mi. Gorden @ Exeeutive Committee, Messrs, Maynard, Grabam, McLean,
A MaeView, Reid, DAL News Commuttee, Messrs, MeRenzie, Charles,
12 5e Mabagty, Dobson, Proctor, . .\lc(;reg.:.ox.

Mr, i) MaeViear, BV, as treasurer for the past yew, then handed
his report, and Messes, MeKenzwe and DL Fraser were appointed 10 audit
the bouks,

‘Fouching the matter of supply tor Petite Cote, it was agreed that the
students should take up this work during the winter.  The meeting then
adjourned.

PHILOSOPHICAL AND LITERARY SOCIETY.

A meeting of this society was held on Friday evening, Oct. 23rd. There
was 2 large representation, as might be expected from the nature of the
programme, which gave promise, apart from everything else, of a lively dis-
cusston on student preaching.  The debate * Resolved that students should
not enter the mission fields of the Church before completing their arts or
literary course,” was ably supported on the affirmative by Mr. . K. Fraser,
B.A and Mr. Mclennan.

Un the negative was Mr. Vessot as leader, followed by Mr. Tenor, wha
in thewr turn ably upheld the practice of the Church with respect to the
matter in hand.  Although an old and much vexed question of the Society,
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yet to it was Dbrought, by the debaters, much that was new and worthy of
consideration.

‘The contest was decided in favor of the negative, and as a result the
action of the General Assembly is sustained unsullied for another year.

A, . MacVicar, B.A., acted as critic on the occasion, whose word of
commendation and reproof was sutficient 10 exclude anything of a like nature
here. During the intervals of the programme, music was discoursed by the
College Glee Club, in the persons of Mr. Reid, Mr. Mahaffy and M
Anderson.

The Society held another meeting on Monday evening, Nov. 1oth,
Owing to the Missionary Alliance being in session, it was deemed wise to
postpone the regulmt meeting which should have taken place on  Friday
evening.  Although the first of the week, when students are supposed to be
most busily engaged, still the attendance was none the less large.  To meet
the exigencies of the hour, the programme was confined to the debate
merely.

The discussion in this instance centied round the resolution that
“ Party government is detrimental 10 the interests of a country.”™  Messrs.

McKenzic and Graham supported the atfirmative; opposed 10 them were
Mr. Gordon and Mr. R, McDougall, B.A.  The question was ably discussed

on both sides, bt with a sutficient clearness ou the part of th: atfirmative to
warrant a decision in their favour.

After the necessary process of rejection and readjustiment by the aitic,
the Saciety adjourned 1o meet on the wwenty-lirst of the month. 1t the
success of these meetings be any criterion, the Philasophical and Literary

Society has a hopeful outlook for the winter.
W. 'T. D. Maoss.

OUR GRADUATES.

Rev. A. Lee, B.A,, of Sherbrovke, has accepted a call from the congre-

gation ot Campbell, B.C,

During the past month we bad the pleasure of a visit from Rev. & .
Luds, who graduated in ‘Sy and is now labouring a¢ Grand Falls, N.B.
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Rev. 8. Rondeau, of Ottawa, who was also m the caity, did not omit to

call upon us.

The Presbytery of Regina has recorded its sincere regret at parting with
the Rev. S. . Taylor, B.A., who has heen appointed agent for the Board of

French Evangelization.

The Rev. M. L. Lesteh of Elora, Ont., has been granted leave of absence
from his cangregation, and has gone with his family for a short season to

Williamston, Glengarry.

Mo WU AL Rachester, B.A, who, for some tmue, has had charge ol
Erskine Church, Montreal, has been appointed by the Fome Alisst a Com

mittee to the charge of the congregation at Prince Albert, NJWUT,

The congregation of Knox Chureh, Cote St Gabriel, has succeeded
under the skilful management of the pastor, Rev. 5. 1 McCusker, B.\., in
erecting a new church, which was opencd a few Sabbaths ago. The build
ing 15 a large and comfortable ane, and cost about $1,.100 Mr. McCusker
was ordained in the month of April, and he scems to be already making

rapid progress in the work of the vineyard.

Rev. WL K. Shearer, BLA, late of Fitzroy Harbour, has been mducted

as pastor of the congregation at Princeton, Ont.

We notice in a Winnipeg paper a very interesting account of one of the
regular mectings of the Salt Lake Presbytery.  Ma. €U W, White, B..\., was
ardained by this Presbytery on the fourth of August, and was inducted as
pastor of the congregation of Killarney.

The Rev WL Clay, BoAL has been indueted into the charge at Moose

Jaw, NoWUTL secenthy vacated by the Rev. S0 ] Taylor, B AL

Jonux AL Crurann.




Talks about Books.

UDGE PRINGLE'S name is a houschold word in eastern Ontano.
J Deeply interested in all kinds of religious and benevolent work, he isalso
an elder in the session of St. John's Church, Cornwall. By the bye, that was
a good idea of our older congregations to call their churches by the names of
the apostles and evangelists.  ‘The later Knox and Melville, Erskine, Cooke,
Chalmers, and Guthrie churches savour of semi-insular narrowness, sectarian
bigotry, and unecclesiastical bad taste.  There may be luther and
Melancthon, “wingle and (Ecolampadius, Calvin and Beza, churches on
the continent of Europe, but if so T have neither secen nor heard of them,
and don’t want to.  While yielding to none in honouring our great men living
or departed, 1 contend that it 1s enough to make the angels weep to find
sections of the Church Universal, built up upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, meeting in buildings called by the names of Burns,
Willis, and Caven. Thank God there are no MacViear, Grant, MacKuight,
or King churches, and pray God there never may be ' The kind of hero
worship that will put a local stamp upon the Charch of the Living God wonld
paint Warner's Safe Cure on the Pyramids and Pears” Svap on the Vatican.
Call a church if you will by the name of the street in which it is situated in
order to localize it that is quite permissible @ but do not shut it out from the
universal fellowship of the saints by a name that stands for a shibboleth.
“Tam of Paul 7 says one. and ““ 1, of Apollos,” says another, and “1, of
(ephas,” cries a third @ a little less of this, and more of Christ who was
crucified for us 1 What is the reality of our union, if we still in name keep
up our invidious distinctions : what, the valuc of our hoasted catholicity,
when nominally we are as national as a St. Andrew’s Society, as sectarian as
an Orange lodge? But, 10 relum to Judge Pringle, who is in no wisc res-
ponsible for this outbreak ; he adds to his other claims for consideration that
of authorship. ‘‘l.unenburgh or the Old Eastern District, its settlement
and carly progress, with personal recollections of the ‘Town of Cornwall from

18247 is a large, well printed and bound, octavo volume of 420 pages,
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published by the otandard Printing House of Cornwall. In preparing the
materials for this hook, so deeply interesting to all who live or have lived
within the bounds of the Fastern District, and containing most valuable
information for every student of Canadian history, the Judge has spared
himself no pains.  Documents that otherwise would soon have heen irre-
coverably lost he has been the means of permanently preserving.  Among
the many authorities quoted by him may be mentioned Mr. Croil's Dundas
and Dr Campbell’s History of St. Gabriel's.  Though laden with statistics,
as such a work must necessarily be, it is by no means dry, but is written in
the simple, unaffected, and pleasant style that one would naturally expect
from its genial author.  If the men of Glengarry and Stormont, of Dundas
and Grenville, fail to put this volume on their book shelves, they will deprive
themselves and their posterity of much knowledge and satistaction.

When a man is so great as Mr. George W. Childs, the proprietor of the
Philadelphia Public Ledger, so wealthy, so patriotic, so benevolent, and sa
universally sought after, it seems a pity that he could not afford to get some-
hody to blow his trumpet for him, or find among his innumerable friends
someone worthy to relate his eapericnces and achievements.  His ¢ Recol-
lections of General Grant 7 has been sent to the JorrNat. for review, and toe
Jourxar has no animus against My, Childs, but the reverse: yet this little
brochure of a hundred odd pages does not satisfv the taste of the JourNat's
critic. It contains a great deal about General Grant, and about Mr, Childs
100, that is interesting, extremely interesting : but when its author blazons
himself’ forth as the entertainer of all the notabilities that ever visited
America, as the vrusted confidant of its chief public men, as the munificient
presenter of oil paintings, the portraits of Generals Grant, Sherman, and
Sheridan, 1o the West Point Academy, and of many costy benefactions in
Europe and the United States, one naturally asks ¢ Is his trumpeter dead >~
Mr. Childs is a princely giver and a man of great culture.  He deserves, and
ought to receive, unlimited praise and estcem for his noble acts and qualitics.
The greater the pity therefore that he should be compelled to be his own
harper, piper, or poet laureate, singing to the world his personal laudations.
Why can't great and good men be content quietly to do great and good
deeds, without sounding a trumpet before themselves, and grumbling because
they think the world does not praise them enough?  Verily I say unto you,
they have their reward ! So also great and good ministers, and some that
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are nerther great nor good, keep the newspapers informed of all then move-
inents, and regard that issue as of a dres #on which does not contain a selt
contributed notice of themselves and their doings.  Better lic in the shade
all vour life than thus shamelessly angle for popularity ! ‘The local editors
know your handwriting, and do you thiag they never tell their friends, or at
least their wives, who it is that has so high an opinion of Mr. Sv-and-So?
‘The world knows too and laughs at it, but its laugh is the laugh of contempl
that robs your gospel message of all its force.  When will men, and Christian
men especially, learn that the great thing is not to be thought something,
but to be it, thus esteeming the praise of God more than that of man ?

Qur old friend and sometime [ecturer in Sacred Rhetoric, the Rev. J.
S. Black, now of Minneapolis, kindly contributes to our table *“ The American
Christian Scholar,” his address at the opening of Macalester College. He
willy T trust, pardon our agnosticism in regard to this institution. 1f it he
half as good as the lecture, it would be safe to advise all the Minnesotans
who cannot come to Montreal to go there and become Christian scholars.
Mr. Black does not agree with Emerson in his statements that * the long
apprenticeship to the learning of other lands is drawing to a close ™ and that
“ the millions, that around us arc rushing into life, cannot always be fed on
the sere remains of foreign harvests.” Emerson spoke as a philosopher and
a visiomary, forgetting that the main part of knowledge is fact, a limited
quantity only of which can be grown on American soil.  If he meant that
Americans ought to do their own thinking, this is nothing more than, 1 am
sure, Mr. Black would concede to every man, American or otharwise. Our
quondam colleague says: “ In Minnesota in 18go T can give you a word
which was not so heartily spoken in Harvard in 1837. 1 ask you to cultivate
Christian manliness. The world has made many efforts to get along without
Christ and has failed.  Socialism invites failure until it becomes Christian
Socialism.  Scholarship robs itself of its crown as long as it is not Christian
scholarship. Al helpfulness takes on a new glory when it is in His name.”
The whole lecture is fresh, thoughtful, pracucal, and kindly, and the lecturer
characteristically wishes the boys “many a good time.” May he have the
same !

The Open Court Publishing Company of Chicago sends for review
“The Ethical Problem,” a series of three lectures delivered by Dr. Paul
Carus. This handsomely printed book of go pages, the retail price of which
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is fifty cents, contains much valuable matter in an interesting form, at least
to students of Moral Philosophy.  In his first lecture on Ethics, a Science,
Dr. Carus makes the Ethical Basis a human ideal arising out of a conception
of the wants of humanity. ‘The Data of Kthics, which he treats of in the
second lecture, he finds to be the motives for human action, and the purpose
of Ethics is to determine the moral import of the different motives.  The
third lecture on Theories of Ethics critically passes in review Utilitarianism,
Hedonism, Pessimism, Optimism, and Christianity, and finally decides in
favour of Meliorism and the Religion of Science.  Undoubtedly the founda
tion of a system of Natural Fthics is found in the human confession voiced
by Ovid:
“ Yideo meliora, proboque : deteriora sequor.”

But the question is ““Where do you see the better things ™ Dr Carus
frankly confesses that he sces them in Jesus Christ and in the Scriptures
which he often quotes.  He also speaks of man being in the power of Satan -
yet, unlike his usual courtesy, allows himsell’ 1o refer to the cherished belief
of many millions of the world’s wisest and best in these contemptuous terms.
“‘T'he religions of supernaturalism teach that the source of all goodness and
morality is a great personal being residing beyond the skies: and he, by
means of magic, implants into man’s bosom the ethical ideal. No wonder
that Laplace could not find God! A medicine wan, who works miracles,
has no voom in nature, even though he were omnipotent enough to let the
stars spin around his fingers.” ‘Then he goes on to allow that there is truth
in the idea of Gad, by which he means the pantheist’s impersonal law of the
universe. Now, first of all, we who are supernaturalists do not believe in a
God residing beyond the skies and working by magic, but in a God omni-
present and working in all things, the God in whom we live and move and
have our beig.  “Mind " says Plato “is the source of all motion even in
matter " : much more must it be the source ot all volition.  (iven mind with
volition, and you have personality.  We refuse 1o call the dust our father, or
a concourse of eternal atoms our spirit’s progenitor, and hold it to be abject
folly for auy man to do so in the sacred name of science. Wc believe, ante-
cedently to all experience, that the onmipotent and omnipresent God is free
to work in a uniform way which some men, in their blindness and ingratitude,
call “law of nature ™: or, without any greater exercisc of spontaneity, to vary
His working in the form which men call miracle. To actual miracles,
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history, which is as far ahove philosophy <o called as fact is above imagina-
tion, clearly bears witness. The largest number and most heneficent of these
miracles were performed by that man Jesus Christ to whose divine wisdom
and vast moral grandeur Dr. Carus testifies. His wisdom and virtue are
indisolubly bound up with His reiterated assertions of divinity, and, as
spiritual phenomena, whether of the times in which He lived or of any other,
ate inexplicable save as revelations of God, giver, among other reasons, for
that of bringing to men the true ethical standard. With Dr. Carus's panthe-
ism no intelligent Christian can have any sympathy.  What is good in his
writings, and of this there is much, is derived from Christianity. When he
laughs at the idea of Laplace sweeping the skies with his telescope and finding
no Gaod, he is as rational as the professor of surgery who had dissected many
hadies but never found a soul.  So God is a soul, a spirit, a being too great,
tao exalted to be brought under such vulgar aids to sense as the astronomer’s
telescope or the dissector's knife.  Perhaps Dr. Carus remembers the toady-
ism and servility, the turncoat 1ascality, the meaness, of laplace.  Hewas no
Sir Galahad, pure in heart, who might see God. Fyen Napoleon, and he
was @ mean soul too, when he turned his astronomical minister of the interior
out of office, called him “the genius of the inhnitely small.™ Dr. Paul
Carus wants to patronize Christ, to patronize the Truth.  No true man does
that. If 1 he a wrue man, I do not possess the truth, but the truth
possesses me. It is my master, and 1o whom ye yicld yourselves servants
1o obey, his servants ye are (o whom ve obey.”  Our stand is clear : obedience
to the truth is obedience to Christ.  If Dr. Paul Carus will go his Buddhist
way of making men gods, let him go his way. Satan poses at times as an
angel of light, bt the cloven hoof appears beneath the whitewashed robe.
Throw your inkbottle at him, like Luther, good Dr. Carus, and come forth,
not a dead, but a living aust

‘The venerable Dr. Scadding who (sad fate for one that loves books so
well) has well nigh lost his sight, has remembered his fellow member of the
Canadian Institute, and sends wme a pamphlet of cleven pages, called
“Specimens of Pioneer ‘I'ypography, being the contents of the Log Shanty
Book Shelf for 18go.” It has been my happy lot 10 know some very loveable
old men. Dr. Scadding is one: another is the Rev. .\bbe Cuoq of the
Seminary of St. Sulpice: but there are many more that I might mention,
who have taught me lessons of humility, of kindliness, of literary cuiture, of
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honourable and child-like hearing. (iod bless these dear old men, who show
us the power of divine grace and give us an indication of what our race yet
may he. My fathers, I honour vou, and pray that when we also become
fathers in the Church of God, men, and you young men of our college, may
see the Christ in us! Well, this dear Dr. Scadding, with the aid of his
devoted daughters, has given a catalogue of many ancient works, mostly, if
not altogether, from his own library, which appear on the shelves of the
shanty erected by the York Pioneers on the ‘Toronto Exhibition grounds, the
oldest of which is a Peter Lombard of 1468.  This Peter was the first man
in Furupe to formulate a system of theology, and, “bad cess 10 him ! " as
the Irishmen say, he gave us a very bad system.  Yet, with some exceptions,
Peter has been followed by Calvin, Baza and all the rest of them, down to
Hodge and Shedd. Get out of this scholastic rut and search the Scriptures
for yourselves, if you are not old book shelf men, but God'’s true ambassadors.

The Rev. John Nichols, of St Mark’s church, has republished in pam-
phiet form his lecture on the Plymouth Brethren, called “ Plymouthism
weighed in the balances.” It was first read hefore the Montreal Ministerial
Association, then published in the Conirer Jornxai, and afterwards in the
Canada Presbvierian. Still it lives. 1t any Plymouthist reads it, he will
have un maurais quart d'henre, for t comes down like a sledge hammer on
the people who suay, *Stand by, wr I am holier than thou ! Plymouthism
as a system is bad, replete with spiritual pride, antinomianism, unscriptural
wrestings of Bible texts and ecclesiastical anarchy.  But many individual
Brethren and Sisters are, in spite of their system, the very salt of the earth :
kind, generous, self-denying-and hungering to save souls. [ wish the salt
would not centralize itself in one deposit, but mingle with our common
humanity to do us good and save us from corruption.  If they are ail right,
why need they fear to step down and help us, of whose present and eternal
we'wre they have so much doubt?  We cannot harm them, and they might
do us good. A good winister, living still, once said, and he was right,
“\When the devil finds he can’t scparate a saint from Christ, he makes him
a Plymouth Brother and so destroys his usefulness.” T don't think that
even Mr Nichols in his admirable address has said a harder thing of the
universal sheep stealers. What a strange idea these peopie must have of
God and of His servants’ duty in a world that lieth in the wicked one! If
our Father's delights arc with the Plymouth Brethren, there is little hope for
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the best men that ever lived. They wrap what talent they have (not too
much generally) in the napkin of their exclusiveness and bury it in the dingy
holes where they profess to preach an otherwise unknown gospel. Yet
God endures this sort of thing : his long suffering is infinite.

The table, in an obscure corner, lest visitors should see them, hides twa
numbers of “‘The Canadian Indian,” edited by the Rev. E. F. Wilson and
Mr. H. B. Small.  This magazine makes the reader intensely sorry for Lo,
at least for the Canadian part of him. What has he donce to be thus treated ?
One can never be happy enough that he has an * untutored mind,” for, were
it otherwisc, this last act in the century of dishonour would be too much for
him.  Mr, Wilson is a splendid fellow, the best Indian evangelist the Church
of England ever sent forth, and his Indian homes do him infinite credit.
His little magazine, called “ Qur Forest Children,” was in its way admirable :
but the dejected yet healthy looking Indian, whose tobacco is clean goue,
so that his pipe lies idle across his lap, while he stares sullenly into vacancy
for more, from beneath the scanty shade of a broken topped pinc trec,
uitroduces the reader to no feast of reason or flow of soul.  Mr. Small I do

i

not know : but the “Canadian Indian ” is small, unspeakable small, one of
the poorest journals that ever suggested it was worth money. It is full of
twaddle, unmitigated twaddle, such as any penny-a-liner could write, but for
information concerning our Canadian Indians and the work done for them,
you might as well consult the Montreal city directory. This is the second time
the glamour of the Indian name has been too much for me.  The first time
it was a Bay of Quinte paper that issued one number, took in my subscrip-
tion and thenceforward never appeared.  Now it is the Tobaccoless Indian
that comes brazenly forward, in blissfull ignorance that every American
student of any rcading at all knows Catlin and Carver, and the Smithsonian
Institution publications, from which he filches the meagre ethnological
fragments that adorn but do not cover his intellectual nakedness. e
COLLEGE JOURNAL men can be merciful, even generous, but we will show no
favour at all to literary shoddy. No man is bound to write, whether he can
or no, .

A very safe thing to make a transition by is a library catalogue : there
is nothing in it to rufflc the emotions or to clevate the soul unduly. Its
stories are brief and to the point.  Such is the catalogue of the hooks in the
Legislative Library of Nova Scotia, a large octavo volume of about 290
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pages, which 1 owe to the kindness of the Chief Librarian, Mr. F. Blake
Crofton. ‘l'o bring a veteran Joe Miller back upon the field once more :
the magazines just reviewed are calculated to make ill red men, but the
catalogue now before us should help to make well read men.  Mr. Crofton’s
arrangement of his many and valuable books is excellent. By printing
author entries in large typy, title entries in small type, subjects in cap’ s,
subdivisions in smaller capitals, cross references and notes in italics, the eve
takes in at once the nature of each item presented without any difliculty or
confusion.  Another almost unique catalogue, beautifully printed and
substantially bound, but whose great merit is its perfect arrangement, is Mr.
James Bain’s Reference Catalogue of the ‘Toronto Public Library, of which
he is Chief Librarian. This library has over Go,00oc volumes on its shelves,
and is peculiarly rich in Carnadian books and books and documents treating
of Canada, a field in which Mr. Bain’s wide reading and extensive research
wmake him facile princeps. A Chicago gentleman who combines literary with
legal studies, whom 1 have never yet seen, but who, by his kindness to
friends passing through the city, has more than repaid me for any exertion
made on his behalf, wrote me several times, under the Hattering impression
that my historic resources were unlimited, asking information concerning the
Canadian parentage of the Half-breed, Billy Caldwell, the Sogonish of the
Pottowattomies. | consulted printed authorities in vain ; appealed to Mr. |.
M. LeMoine, the accomplished historiographer of Quebec; to the late Mr.
Bibaud, author of “ Les Sagamos illustres,” and many other learned special-
ists.  \We all knew Caldwell’s life in the Western States, but nobody knew
anything about Billy in Canada.  Mr. Bain was then in England, neverthe-
less 1 tried the effect of a letter upon him.  The answer came by return of
wmail, giving full particulars of the early life of the Sogonosh and filling Judge
Furness’s heart with joy. Mr. Bain knows Canadian history and a great
many things heside, nor, with all his many labours, even to entire strangers
really wanting information, is there a more courteous and generous
correspondent.

The JourxaL has received, by the kindness of the author, the Rev,
Charles B. Ross, B.I).,, M.A,, of Lachine, an elegant voiume, published by
Messrs. T. and I, Clark of Edinburgh, entitled *“Our Father’s Kingdom.”
This is a series of twelve lectures on The Lord’s Prayer. The introduction
is partly apologetic, in the theological meaning of that adjective, for the
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lectures need no apology, asserting, in simaple but chaste English, the
objective reality of prayer. Then follow four lectures on the Invocation, the
others having for their titles, Hallowing God's name, The Kingdom of grace,
‘T'he final reign, (two lectures), Obedience to God’s will, Prayer for our daily
bread, Prayer for forgiveness, and Prayer to resist temptation.  ‘I'he lectures,
which extend to about 1yo pages, are solid but not heavy, evangelical but
thoughtful and suggestive ; void of the stereotyped pulpit phrascology which
ill-natured people call cant, but also frec from theological technicalities  'to
be the author of sermons that are readable as well as instructive and quicken
ing is a high werit, and this I thing Mr. Ross may claim. A specimen of
Mr. Ross's pulpit manner taken from his last lecture is the tollowing: “The
evil is not to be overcome by avoiding contact with the world, but by pre
serving a spirit of purity amid the dutics which bring a Christian into
relations with the world.  Christianity does not .nurture the spirit of
asceticism, but the spirit ot discipline. Qur religion is no delicately nur
tured plant which can only bloom when sheltered from the blasts of the
world.  On the contrary, the noblest virtues of Christians have only been
manifested when they have passed through the trial of temptation.™  I'here
i~ no rhodomontade here, no attempt at fine writing, no striving after effect.
sShould the style, however, fail 10 be elfective, the reader must have some-
thing to answer for in himself,

‘I'he Jesuits, or as some country people call them, the Geeshoots, need not
flatter themselves that they are going to be let alone. Principal Austin, A M.,
B.D, of Alma Ladies College, St. ‘Thomas, is on the warpath, and his 5o
page pamphlet with an introduction by M. James i.. Hughes, Inspector of
Public Schools in Toronto, has come to the journar, with the gratifying
statement that in one year 30,000 copies have been sold. It is entitled
“‘The Jesuits " and contains chapters on their origin and history, principles
and aims, immoral teaching, their condemnation and expulsion, including the
bull of Clement XIV, together with papers on the Jesuits’ Istates Act in
Canada by distinguished Canadians. This is a very complete manual of
the Jesuit question, not only repaying perusal, but also containing .natter that
the general reader would like to retain for reference. A tract even of this
kind would be all the better of the addition of references for every statement,
as guarantees of complete good faith. Several are given, and doubtless, when
Principal Austin enlarges his manual, he will furnish them all.  The Jesuits
is to be had, price 15 cents, by addressing the author at St. Thomas.
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1 bhave only time to refer to the *Century Magazine,” or rather to two
articles in recent issues. Mr. H. "I Lodge in the October number has an
article, “Why patronage in offices is un-American.” Mr. Lodge holds that
such patronage is born of despotisms and aristocracies.  ‘I'his may be, Mr.
l.odge, but it is none the less true that nowhere, as far 1s I know, in all the .
world is there such wholesale patronage as in connection with American
presidential elections, extending often from the professors in State universities
to country postmasters, any of whom may be swept away, with circumstances
of gross injustice and cruelty, to make room for carpet bagging friends of the
unwashed but elected patrons.  “The system is disgraceful and demoralizing :
creating an army of hangers-on that ought to be set to hard work and made
useful.  In the September number, not yet noticed, the Rev. Charles W,
Shields, D.D., has a paper on The Social Problem of Church Unity. ‘T'aking
for his text Voltaire’s sneer, that, when Christendom should have opposed a
united front to the Saracens, it was divided into 1wo hostile camps on the
Monothelete question, Dr. Shields proceeds, brietly but with much ability, 10
show the necessity for Christian unity at the present day in view ol the
mighty forces of evil the Church has to oppose.  Dr. Shields writes Mono
thelite, or perhaps the printer did it for him: you know, whichever of you it
was, that you can't turn efa into 7.

The veteran Premier of Ontario is among the Apologists.  His lecture
on Christianity and some of its Evidences, published in extenso in the
‘l'oronto Globe, is an admirable summary.  If some of our ministers or pro
fessors were to deliver such a lecture, they would be characterized as old
fogies, behind the age, and all the rest. It is refreshing, therefore, to find
an accomplished lawyer and very able statesman, first of all, true to his
colours as a Christian man, and secondly, bold enough to declare, though
with a freshness all his own, the good old arguments of ancient days. Many
of these are still valid, and all of them are helpful in confirming the faith of
those Christians who have not found their way into the heart of Christianity.
But our ministers need to know more than this, namely, the way to reach the
higher consciousness, the heart and conscience of the sceptic and the infidel.
Paley and Keith will glance off from their mailed coat of unbelief as weapons
from the armour of Achilles. e are trying now to find the agnostic's vulner-
able heel. The confessions of Rousseau, Mill and other writers who have
patronized the Christ of God, the infidel meets at once by saying * Why
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then did they not believe in Him 2"  Good old Joseph Addison in the last
chapter of his Discourse of the Christian Religion shows that the real witness
for the truth is not the man who praises it but the man who obeys it,
“Wisdom is justified,” neither of Rousseau nor of John Stuwart Mill, bu,
and these are Christ's own words, * of all her children.” These remarks are
made in no fault finding spirit, which God forbid, but as kindly criticisms of
i very valuable lecture from which much good may be expected.  Apolo
getics, as students know, is a large subject, and may be made as dull as it is
vast. Mr Mowat is far from dull, and so will every one be who regards
Christian Evidences as an active instrument for leading men into, and keep-

ing them within, the Church.
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