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SELECTED.

Winter Evening Dialogue between John Hard-
man and John Cardwell, or THOUGHTS oN
Tug RuLe or FaiTh, in ¢ Ser1Es oF LpT-
TERs, &c. &c. &c. continued from p. T1.

LETTER 1V.

! Mr. Hardman’s Reflections and Objections. 2. Delu-

%ion of Protestants. 8. Who do not follow the Bible
Ohe. 4. Butadmit a Church Authority.

entlemen, Kirkham, 4pril 25th 1817.

Ml'- Cardwell’s discourse made a deeper im-
Pression on my mind, than 1 wasat first willing to
ow, I could not help considering your writings
48 weak and untenable, and his arguments as sound
and golid truths, At the same time, I felt with
Pain, that his remarks, though distinguished by
ound sense, were quite al variance with all my
Preconceived notions and habits of thinking on the
Subject of religion. I opposed to him all those pas-
$3ges of your pamphlet which I thonght best adapt-
°d to refute popery, and establish our religious te-
"ets. To my surprise, 1 found that all my objec-

‘ong were as familiar to him,as bhis arguments
"‘;'0 new to me. They neither excited his sur-
Prise by theirnovelty, nor shook his confidence by

ir weight, but received a prompt and satisfacto-
reply. As his discourse advanced, I could per-
Ceive my knowledge increase, and my prejudices
Vanish, * What, said I to myself, are . things really

%!  Are we Protestants the sport of artful teach-
°rs? 15 Luthor’s glorious reformation to be classed
With the heresies and schisms of ancient times; dif-
fe“ng from them only in this, that whereas theirs
“efe ancient reformations, ours is a modern one;
eirg ronched only to a few speculative points,

Teas.ours embraces so many sew opinions? No
f'?nder that, notwithstanding all our abuses and

Miberality, the well-instructed Papist remains sa-
Usfied with the stability of his own faith, and feels

ttle partfality or reverence for our ever changing
And unsettled opinions. 1 found to my astonish-

'uent, that the Papists have surer grounds for their
fam,, than I had becn aware of: that they love and
"¢spect the Bible at leastas much as we do: but
That their respect for the Bible makes them religi-
Usly fearful of profaning its sacredness by false
OF foolish interpretations, which are so common
Mongys; and checking their curiosity, presump-
tion ang pride, teaches them the humility and wis-
‘lom to prefer the sense of the majority of Christians,
‘0 their own individual blunders and conceits.

is is justas things should be. For the opinion
2!'the majority of Christians all over the world,

133 a better chance of being right, tham the opi-
™on of 4 presumptuous individual. Surely, if this|

"
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be Popery, it is not so odious and absurd as we
are taught to believe: but so far, at least, is inno-
cent, rational, wise, and pious. Besides, if the Bi-
ble was not the original and primitive rule of faith,
why should it be so now? Has Luther, or any
other person ten times wiser and better than Lu-
ther, authority fo introduce a change of so great
moment, asto abolish the primitive rule of faith,
which leads to unily, and to substitute a new one,
which bas caused, but cannot cure, so much disor-
derly discord and confusion? - T am really of Mr,
Cardwell’s ovinion, that to telt every blockhead to
gatber his religion from the Bible, is only giving
a receipt how to make as many religions, as there
are bungling expositors of the Holy Scripture,~-It
cannot be denied that private judgment, blundering
over the Bible, has, since the reformatien, produc-
ed at least a hundred different religions in this
island alone. Now as true religion is one, ninety
nine of these new biblical religions must be false.
It is equally undeniable, that the Roman Catholic
Church s the most ancient and most numerous of
all others, It professes never to change, or to have
changed its faith, from the time of the Apostles.
Its very name is Catholic, not Protestant. Its
communion shows men and women of the most
exemplary piety, and claims all the ancient saints,
even all those of our own calendar, save one. It is
acknowledged by some of the best and wisest
Protestant-divines, both at home and abroad, to be
a true Church, This is seriously denied by none
but foolsand fanatics. Ifther we speak without
prejudice and passion, ought we not to admit, that
there is a-great appearance of truth in what Mr.
Sherburn told one of our clergymen the other day,
that there are ninety-nine chances to one, that the
very best of the new biblical religions is false; and
ninety-nine chanecs in a hundred, that his ancient
Church is the true one. Truly thisis as plain as
an operation in the Rule of the Three. Butifit be
true, that the noisy professions of our divines about
following the Bible alone, be all a joke; ifit be
true, that while they profess to be’ guided by jt,
they artfully make it say what they please; and
most of all, if' it be truc, that their interpretations
are influenced by human authority, at the very.
moment when they disclaim all deference to any
authority but that of the Bible, then we.are dupes
the play-things of artful or deluded teachers. We
in fact admit an authority, which in words we dig-
avow; and in practice are necessitated to follow a
popish rule, without either its plausibility, its con-
sistency, or security. ‘There appears to be some

anomaly in this; something that shuns the light.
HIf we must follow  authority, why not follow the

‘party, than of truth. .

NO. 18.

authority of the most ancient, the most numerous
and most consistent body of Christians in the
world? There is something wrong here. I it,
that the doctrines which I have been taughtare oo
new, and that our faith is not quiteassound as it
should be?

Such, Gentlemen, was the frame of mind in
whieh I began to consider the main controversy
between the ancient Chureh and the modern onc;
But kecping these reflections to myself, and desi-
rous of hearing what further observations Mr.
Cardwell had to offer, Iagain had recourse to your
pamphlet, and with diminished confidence “in wmy

auxiliary, returned to the charge, Some of your -

twelve propositions, said Ito Mr. Cardwell, arc
sensible and just; but others appear to stand in
need of proof. Pardon me if I cannot admit the
fourth propoesition, which says,that *the Serip-

| ture has never yetheen the only rule of any man's,

belief;” since it is the sole rule of Protestants. Pres-
byteriaus, Calvinists, Methodists, Anababtists, Uni«
tarians, and all sorts of dissenters :—nor the  fitthy

which tells us that  those who own no other rule -

but plain Scripture, disallow a free and unbiassed
study of the Holy Scripture ; since we - all sub=
scribe to the Bible Society, whose object is to fusw:
nigh every man, woman, and ehild, with - the. bi-
ble, without noté or commefit:”~~nor to the se-
venth, which asserts, thet * tg -call the Scriptube °
alone the rule offaithD is enly a-'genteel way of
appealing to 2 man’s own judgment.” I consider
this assertion as ncarer akia. to the languoge’of
2. Mr. Cordwell smiled at ray objecfions. Dr.
Hawardes’s twelve propositions, said he, are so
many axioms of trith. They have been’ estab-’
lished in the most satisfactory mianer, both by
that learned alithor, and many other Catholic wri-:

3

J{ters. To prove each of thera separately, would be- ©

a very easy matter. It Would require only the

trouble of reading his ¢ Rule‘o'f Faith truly stated.’ *
Conviction would be the result  of'its perusal. As
vou desire further information on these points, I

will lend you' the book, which you may read at:

your leisure. I know indeéd that Protestants;

|| though they arc ever talking of unlimited freedom :

of inquiry, seldom look into a popish book.” They *

comiponly start from it, as they would from prisort”

or infecflon. In this they resemble certain anciént
bigots, who stopped all enqiiiry,by this disdainful
question: ““ What good can eome from Nazaréﬂi{” ’
For this reason they are commonly better acquain?-
ed with the paganism of China or Hindostan, thau |

. . . B . . ¥
i with the doctrines of Catholicity. This aversion
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to learn our doctrines from those who know them
Liest, accounts in some measure for tle extreme
guorance, the childish prejudices, the silly con-
tempt, and groundless animosity, which many
taunch Protestants betray withregard to our re-
ligion. This book you may read without any ap-
prehension of mischief It will reward your labor,
Sir, though I thought it superfluous 1o prove grave-
!y, points which appear to me so plain and unde-
bateable, I am ready 10 comply with your wishes.
Let mc only in the first place assure you, that the
three propositions to which you object, are as casi-
{v demonstrated asany proposition in Euclid : and
that there is no need of meny words, nor does it re-
quire much gravity of reasoning or solemnity of

countenance, 10 prove tuths so evident. It is;

surprising tosec on what weak foundations the
sfrongest Protestant  prejudices are commonly

tuilt. It is still more surprising, to sec how easily}
vou are duped, where you are the least aware of

illusion or deceit,  Youseem little sensible of the
tricks whichare put on your unsuspecting creduli-
ty. Why, Sir, you no more make the Bible the
sole rule of your faith than I.do.  Your eatechism,
vour prayer-book, sermons, conversation, and ex-
ample, claim at least one lalf.  You are no more
allowed freely to cull your religion from the Bible
thanl am. For unless you happen to collect from
it a prescribed set of opinions, you immediately
come within the resirictive influence of penal laws.
You admit an interpretative authority almost as
tmuch ae wa &% and lct me say it, a buman autho-
vity much more. Thercis, however, this diffcrence
tetween us.  We openly avow it @ you deceitiul-
v disclaim it in words, while you artfully admit it
inreality. Butof thescassertions I will vary my
mode of proof. Instead of gravely producing any
arguments of onr own, I will give you the words
of well informed writers of your own communion;
who have honestly and ingenuously admitted what
¥ assert.  Sir Richard Steele, in his Letter to Pope
Clement XL fairly, though humorously, tells the
glain truth to his Holiness.  His words are these:
¢ There is no other difference between us but
Uis one, viz, that you (Catholics) cannot err in
nny thing yot delermine, and we never do: that is,
sa other words, that you are infuallible, and we are
always in the right. We cannot but estcem the
advantage to be exccedingly on our side in this
case; because we have all the benefits of infallibi-
*ify, without the absurdity of pretending to it; aud
without the uneasy task of maintaining @ point so
shocking to the understanding of mankind. And
you must pardon us, if we cannot help thinking it
6o e as great and as glorious a privilege in us, to
be always in‘the right, without the pretence to in-
€allibility, s it can be to you, to be always in the
@rong with it,
¢ Thus the Synod of Dort, in Holland, for whose
cnerring decisions public thanks to Almighty God
arcevery three years offered up, with the greatest
solemnity, by the magistrates in that country; the
Councils of the Reformed in Frauce; the Assem-

bly ofthe Kirk of Scotland; and, if I may presume:
to name it, the Convocation of England, have been:

all found to have the very same unquestionable au-
therity, which your Church claims solely upon the
infallibility which resides init, and the people {o be
under the very same strict obligation of obedicnce
to their determinations, which with you isthe con-
sequence only of an absolute infallibility. The
reason therefore, why we do not openly sct up an
infallibility is, that we can do without it. ~Autho-
rity resultsas well from power as from right: and
a majority of votesis as strong a foundation for itas
infallibility itself.”

With us, < Councils that may crr, never do:and,
besides being compused of men, whose peculiar
business it is to bein theright, it is very immodest
for any private person to think them netso: be-
cause this is toset up a private corrupted under-
standing above a public uncorrupted judgment.
Thus it is in the North, as well as the South; abroad
as well as at home. All maintain the exercise
of the same anthority in themselves, which yet
they know ot how so much as to speak of without
ridicule in others.

“In England, it stands thus. The Synod of
Dortisof no weight. It determines many things
wrong. The Assembly of Scotland hath nothing
of atrue authority, and is very much out in its
schemes of doctrines, worship, and government.
But the Chirch of England is vested with all au-
thority, and justly challengeth all obedience,

< If one crosses the riverin the North, there it
stands thus The Chureh of England is not enough
reformed. Its doctrine, worship, and government,
have too much of Antichristian Rome in them. But
the Kirk of Scotland hath a divine right from its
only head Jesus Christ, to meet and to enact what
to them shall seem fit, for the good of his Church.—
Calvin ind the Gospel go hand in hand, as if there
was nota hair’s breadth between them. In Scot-
land, let a man depart an inch from the Confession
of Fait1and ruleof worship established by the As-
sembly, and he will quickly find, that as ¢old a
country as it is, it will be teo hot for him.

“ We have found out a way unknown to your
‘Holiness and vour predecessors, of claiming alt the
'rights that belong to infaliibility, even while we
'disclaim and sbjure the thing itsellt We have
la right to separate from you: but no persons  liv-
{ing Lave a right to differ orseparate fromvus. We
i make no serupic to resemble you in our defences)
lof ourselves, whenever we think proper,

 And as I observed before, that there was no
need for your pretending to infallibility : that it is
better taken inthe world,and as casy 1o establish
the same authority without it; so here it will be|
obvious to those of your Church to observe, that
,there was no guanuet of necessity upon them to
discard the Scriptures, asa rule of Faith open to
all Christians. and to set up the Church in distine-
tion to them ; beeause they may see plainly now,
that the same feats are to be performed, and with
more deceney, though not with mere consistency,
of which few are judges, without carrying things
to such extremity, For at the same time that we

1

are warmly contending against your disputants,
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for the right of the people to search and consider!

the Gospel themselves. it is but taking care it
some other of our controversies to fix it upon then:.
that they may not abuse this right; that they must
not pretend to be wiser than theirsuperiors; that
they must take care to understand particular texts
as the Church understands them, and as their
guides, who have an interpretative authority, un-
derstand then.

“'Thiswe find to Le as efftctual with many a:
taking the Seriptures out of theirhands. And be-
cause it is done in this gentleman-like manner, and
gives them an opportunity of shewing their humi-
iity it passeth very smoothly off; without their
considering the absurdity it leads to, that as our
doctors ditler, and councils too, this method layeth
a necessity upon two different men, nay upon the
same man in different circumstances, to understand
the same tex? iu two different, and often in two
contlrary Senscs.

“ And here agam, with submission to your Ho-

iliness, I think we greatly surpass’you in four cen-

duct. For we have the same definitive authority
which you have, without the reproach of depre~
ciating the word of God: the people all the while
being fully satisfied that we allow the Scripture to
be thier rule. Andwe do éndeedin words preserve
all authority to the Scripture; but with great dex-
terity we substitute, in fact, our own explanations,
and doctrines drawn from those explanations, in-
stead of it. And then one great privilege we en-
joy above you: that every particular pastor 3~
mongst us i€vested with the plenary authority of

an Ambassador from God ; very much different
from the moaxims of yeur Church.—But the noisV
make most noise every where, and few can contra-
dict them.”

8. 'There is as much truth as wit in these ob~
servations of the ¢ Speetutor,” (Sir Richard Steele-
I do not mean to insinuate, that they prove you t»
be mere Bible~puppets, who mwove only as the wire®
are dirceted by the hands of the performer, But
I do nothesitate to affirm, that they distinctly provt’
three things @ first, that the Bible is not your onlY
rule of faith, even when you areunconscious of be
ing nnder the- direction of any other; secondlys
that in discarding the venerable guidance of th®
€athalies, or, as your Presbyterian friend terms ift
the idolatrous and Anticliristian Chureh, you have
only cxchangeda stable and sccure authority, §oF
one less stable and secure : and thirdly, that whil®
vou deride and condemn the Papist rule, you cat”’
not do well without it yourselves, but with o
inconsistency that excites our ridieule or pity, yo*
prefer the modern and usurped anthority ofa ﬂ:‘f
heterodox teachers, in one small island, to the dr
vine authority ofthe Universal Church. Rega™
less of your canting declamation and hypoeriti®®
clamour about Protestant liberty and Popish sla"f’t
ry, about the Bible on the one hand, and Antichﬂs“
on the other, a very little penetration] discovers "
us the real point of difference between us. It JU°
amounts to this. Your teacherssay: Hear %
foliow us. OQurs say, HEAR TR CnorcH- °
| the common affairs of life, when you want dire?
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tion and counsel, prudence bids you follow the best: {|harmony, and peace, has soon found the necessity

and to do you justice, Mr. Hardman, in ordinary
matters you arc sufficiently acute and sensible.
"T'ell me why, in yourlate alarming illness, you en-
trusted your life to the  skill of the regulur pliysi-
cian, rather than to the confident ignorance of the
quack; and I will tell you why, in a concern of]
greater importance than bodily health, 1 repose

ereater contidence in the Church of God, than in'
A word is sufficient 1o the!

any inferior authority.
wise. Ido notshutout the light of day, 10 study
by the light of a candle,

Butstill youpersist that the Bible is the only’|

rule of Protestants, Presbyterians, Calvinists; Me-
thodists, Unitarians and the rest : and, that as such,
they allsubscribe to the Bible Society. Strange
indeed :—Dirds of a feather flock together. How
then does it happen, that while you all proftss to
tollow the same track, some of vou wing your de-
vious flight to the North, others to the South; some

to the Eastor West, andothers to every point of’

the heretical compass?  If you all follow the same
rule of fuith, jwhy do you disagree? Why have
50 many meeting houses of different mushroom
sects lately sprung up round our parish church ;
Which your Catholic ancestors, as well as mine,
contributed to build above a hundred years before
there was a Protestant in the world? With fair
blay, you could not draw such different conclu-
sions from the same premises. Does the Bible say
one thing at Kirkbam, another at 'Freals, and
quite the reverse at Rossiere and Wardiess? In
this diversity of pretended Bible religions, is it the
Bible that leads you, or you lead the Bible? AR
seets spring up from delusion and enthusiasm, ap-
pealing not so much to the Bible, as to their own
construction of the Bible.
form a new system to their taste. If this system
has the fortune to subsist and prosper lor a while,
he enthusiasm evaporates, and the ferment sub-
sides, Thisis/uite natural,  You may observe a
lose analogy in uncorking a bottle of' small beer.

Pardon the cornparison; it is homely, but apposite. !
"language to the oceasion.  When she speaks to us,
subsidesand grows vapid. As the sect loscs its|-her languageis: No Church anthority ; no tradi-
ervour, it loses its attraction,and begins to feel the jtions, O no, nothing but the Bible.  When she

It fumes ang foams, and sparklesat first, Lut soon

By this process they,

gol'resorling cither openly, orwhat’ is the same
thing to my argument, secretly, to other authority
than the Bible.  What they blamed, and like your
Calvinistic elder, still blame usfor doing; with an
inconsistency, not at all incompatible with Bible-
manix, they have soon been obliged todo them-
'selves.  During all this ridiculous and  disgraceful
taree, they inveigh against the authority of'the Ca-
tholic Church 3 and still affeet to follow nothing
but the Bitle. s this glaving inconsistency to be
ascribed to fanaticisin or hypoerisy?  Certainit is,
that it has opeued the eyes of many DProtestants,
-and has led them to peace and happiness in the
bosom of the Catholic Church. If you. be sincere

|

finitive authority, a crime in us, which you esteem
a virtue of nceessity among yourselves.
forbear to imitate; or withhold your censure.
Our Church has stood the test of cighteen centu-
ries.  She has had the benefit of' long cxperience
in observing the origin, the progress, and ¢xtinge-
tion ofa gregt variety ofsects. Independently of
the divine institution, she has, during this long
lapse ol ages, had ample means of secing the ne-
cessity of a living and speaking guthority, to inter-
pret the silent and dead letter of the Bible, in the
numerous abortive attempts of fanaticisra to follow
Scripture alone. Sheis true to her doctrine, and
consistent with herselfl Compared with her apos-
tolic antiquity, your reformation is yet young. But

you cannot deem submission to testimonial and de-;

Either

the damsel does begin to have a little experience.
Though she began her diminutive career by co-!
quetting with the Bible, she was soon admonished |
and is now convinced of the dangers of such pro-:
fane familiaritv.  We consider her as the fairest of|
her family, and the least deformed, because reform-
ed the least : yet many others, with the Bible in
their hands, have always thought that she was too
much clad in scarlet. To us who areimpartal,
but not indifferent observers of her struggles with
(her youngersisters, itis curious if not amusing, to

Isce how casily she can accommodate her looksand |

Attacksol some newly-excited enthusiasm, 'Theljis engaged with them, she finds that the Bible

flewest mecting-louse absorbs the enthusiasm of} 8lone willnot serve her turn. It is patural that

the parishyani leaves the more ancient ones nearly
“mpty,  Without having an awkward and sur-
“'eDtitious recourse to the arsenal of Catholicity, it
48, 10 this state, no spirituel armour fyr seli-de-
*nee, butsuch us the new-fashioned scet has an
“qual right to employ in hostility against it. Sup-

1 N H P
borted by its own sense of the Seripture, one en-||

thusiastic seet thus makes reprisals on another,
211(1 supplants it, tg 10 supplanted in its turn. This
'S the abridged history of all the sects that have
_Mv'ctcndcd to spring from, and be
Bible alone.  Alone, the Bible never did, and never
"onld support any scet long,. Fvery Bible sect in
'S turn, thougl it execrated with, all the acrimony

“ sectarian devotion, the Catholic principle of a

guided by, the,

i

1) . . .
‘ing definitive authority. which keeps ug i union

rthe afllicted parent should rebuke her daughter,
for first leading them astray by her bad example 3

mother.

4. This is not an imaginary representation. It

by Catholic evidence. YWhatour divines therefore
have written with a clearness and energy of rea-
soning worthy of the truth which they defend, to
shew the farcical duplicity of your language and
mode of proceeding; to shew that you profest
against, or what you will remerober is the same
thing, disbelieve your own principles as well as ours;

lland to shiew that vou are compelled 1o press sonme
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and that the sisters should with insults ask her, how
she can expect them to submit to her, when her
own disobedience has taught them to despise their

might be tedious at present to illustrate the subject

other rule into your service, as an indispensabl.:
auxiliary to the Bible, Ishall passover at this lute
hour of the evening; and according to promisc
will limit my -quotations to the text of the Acts ot
Lyour own Apostles.  They speak from the tripod;
tas Sir Richard does from observation. The first
i of these apostlesis Henry VIII. How far he ro-
isewnbled our firet apostles Peter and Paul, in his
character, Lis minigtry, and the rmotives of hix
|zeal, is pretty well understood. He gave the Bi-
;ble to his couverts; told them that it was the only
tavenue to the truth; and assured them from ]l:l:‘
-own comfortable experience, that it was as easv 1o
junderstand, as that fourpence madea groat, ‘Bm.
in a few years, viz. 1541, this ySupreme Head of
1 the Cliureh tells the Parliament, that mMany tares
grew up in his field among the corn: and two
years afterwards prefixed this preamble 1o an Aect.
for the fldv'gxlccnxexxt of true religion, and abolishi-
mentofthe contrary : © Whercas many seditious
and ignorant people have abused the liberty grant-
ed them for reading the Bible, and great diversis

‘

of opinions, animosities, tumults and schisms Lave

been ocsasioned by perverting the scnse of the
Scripture; to retrieve the mischiefs arising from
thence, itis enacted, thata certain form of ortha-
dox doctrine, consonant to the inspired writings
and the doctrine of the Cutholic and _postolic
Church, shall be set forth as a standard of belief ,

that Tindal’s false translation of the Old and New
Testament, and all other books touching religion

in the English tongue, contrary to the (six) Arti-

cles of ngth, or that Summary of doctrine publish -
ed by the King, in 1540, or any time afler, shall be

suppressed, and forbidden to be read in the King’s

Dominions . ... and that the reading the Bible is
likewise prohibited, to all under the degrees of
Gentlemen and Gentlewomen ! Statutes at Large,
34 Hen. VIII Chapter 1, *

Thenext of your apostles whose testimony I
shall cite is Queen Elizabeth, She had been Su-
preme Head of your Church eight and twenty

* On the 4th of November, 1547, in his last dying speech
to Parliament, after complaining of 2 great lack of charity,
that the clergy taught one contrary 1o another, that almost
all men were in variety and discord, and that there was
little or no preaching truly and sincerely the word of God.
his Majesty proceeds :  You of the Clérgy . . amend these
crimes, I exhort you, and set out God’s words, both by true
preaching and good example giving : or else I, whom Gogd
hath appointed gu Viear, and High Minister here, will see
ﬂlesi; divisions extinct, and these enormities corrccted, ac-
cording to my very duty. Although I say the spiritual men
bein some faalt, that charity is not kept among you, yet
You of the temporalty be not clear and unspotted of malice
and envy ; for you rail at Bishops, speak scandalously ef
Priests, and rebuke and taunt preachers, both contrary to
good order and Christian fraternity. Ifyou know surely,
that a Bishop or Preacher errcth or teacheth perversc
doctrine, come and declare itto some of our Council, o,
to us, to whom is committed by God the High Aulhority.
to reform and  order such causes and behaviours ; and
be not judges yourselves, of your fantastic Opinions, and
vain exposilions : for in such High causess You may light!y
err. And although you be permitted to read Holy Scrip-
ture, and tohave the word of God in your Mother-%‘on;;uc,
you must understand, it is licensed YU $0 to do, only to
inform your own consciences, -and instruet your children-
and family ; and not to dispute and make Scripture a rail-
ing and taunting stock, against Priests and Preachers, as-
many light persons do. I am very sorry to know and hear. .
how unteverendly that most precious jewel the Word (ot

God is disputed, rhimed, Sung and jangled, in every alehouse.
and tavern, contrary to the true meaning @ octrine of
the same : and yet Iam even as much 0 that the

.readers of the same {ollow it, in doing it, so faintly and



'~ THE CATHOLIC.

vears, when she gave the following demonstrations

of her experience and vigour in the discharge of ,

this arduousoffice. In her speech to parliament,
March 29th, 1582, she says ; < There be some
fault-finders with the order of the Clergy, which so
make a slander to myself and the Church, whose
over-ruler God hath made me: whose negligence
cannot be excused, if any shisms of errors heretical
were suffered.  Some faults and negligences may
be, as in all other great changes it happeneth ; and
what vocation without? All which, if you my
Lords of the Clorgy donot amend, I mean to depose
vou. Look ye therefore well to your charges.—
‘This may be amendment without heedless or open
exclamations. I am supposed to have many stu-
dies, but most pbilosophical. I must yield this to
be true, that f suppose few (thatbe noprofessors)
Lave read more. And I need not tell you, that I
am not so simple that Tunderstand not,nor so forget-
tul that I remembernot ; and yet amidst my many
volumes I hope God’s book hath not been my scl-
domest lectures , . . Take you heed . . . [ see many
aver-bold with God Almighty, making too many
subtle scannings of his blessed will, as lawyers do
with human testaments. The presumption is so
great as I may not suffer it (yet mind I not hereby
to animate Romanists . . . nor tolerate new-fang-
ledness : Emean to guide them'both by God’s holy
irue rule.)”  (Parliamentary History Vol IV, p,
278.) Toshow how much she was in earnest, this
hypocritical murderer, soon after the delivery of
this specch, sent Mary Queen of Scotland to the
block ; andcemented her own newfangledness by
the blood of a Catholic princess, and of great num-
bers of the Catholic clergy.

I'shall at present make no remarks on the conceit-
ed vanity, the arrogant presumption, and outra geous
tyranny of these regal patentees of ecclesiastical

supremacy and interprefational authority ; nor of
the violent means which they employed to convince

others that they were not to be Jjudges themselves of
their fantastic opinions, in which they might light-
Iy err. My object is to shew, how casily your
¢hurch was admonished, that in spite of your vain
pretensions, the Bible alone was not a sufficient
guide; and that the necessity of an Ecclesiastical
Supremacy was asserted and enforced by your
church fromrits infancy. I could casily adduce a
thousand instances of the same systematic contra-
diction between your professions and practice, from
A succession of Protestant theologians of all deno-
iinations, both at home and abroad. But (these
two testimonies, in conjunction with the well-point-
ed satire of Sir Richard Steele, are sufficient for
my purpose. They prove that youdo ot follow
ihe Bible alone.  They prove thatthe cry of the
Bible alone is unsincere; thatjt is resorted to only
fo divert the attention of simple Protestants from
the solid grounds of Catholic truth; and to Lold out

—~—

coldly. Forof this Iam sure, that charity was never so
faint among you, and virtuous and godly Living was never
lessused. nor God himaelf, amongst Christiang, was never
less reverenced, honoured, and served. Therefore as I said
hefore, be in charity one with another. like brother and
brother love ; d and feat God ; to which I as vour Su-
preme Head, and Sovereign Lord, cxhort and require you.”
(Hall's Chronicle Fol. cclxi.)

alure to decoy the ignorant and unwary. And
they distinctly prove that when you withdrew your
obedience from the apostolic authority of the an-
cient church, you only put on your necks the gal-
ling yoke of a new and more than pontifical supre-
macy of your own creation. It is therefore an un-
deniable {ruth, that neither you, nor we, nor any
others that I ever heard or read of, are solely guid-
ed by the Bible. All admit another conjunct au-
thority, though we alone are sincere enough to
avow it. Sincerity looks well in such circum-
stances,

Others read the Bible as well asyou. They are
equally sincere, and by no means your infcriors in
penctrationand learning. The result of their pe-
rusal is perhaps a conviction that your opinions,
though honoured by regal and parliamentary ap-
probation, and sanctioned by the encouragement
ofworldly wealth, and a formidable apparatus of
penal restrictions, are unsound, erroneous, antiscrip-
tural and untenable. Perhaps for one text which
you quote in favour of your opinions, they quote
fen against them. Thisis neither impossible, nor
unprecedented, What isto be done in this case,
where the Bible isitself silent, and doctors disa-
gree? Here the Bible fils you in your utmost
need: and without some other expedicnt, religion
would be anarchical, and controversy endless. In

this extremity you begin to learn from expericnce
what you ought te have learnt from the original and

long continued testimony of our church; that some
living autherity is asnecessary to decide religious
controversies in the church, as it isin the state to
decide suits in common law. Having swerved
from the doctrine and practice of venerable antiqui-
ty, you areat last compeHed either to revert to the
ancient rule, or to contrive some new institutions of
your own. The Bible is here quité outof the ques-
tion. 'The meaning of the Bible is the matter in
dispute, The Bible cannot speak to interpret it-
self. Hence you adopted as a matter of course, ar-
ticlesas a standard of belief, ecclesiastical courts,
Jjudges, and juries, penal enactments and coercive
machinery, to enforce the adoption not of the Bible
itself, but of your construction of the Bible. With
these shuffling tricks you play offthe biblical game,

Open your eyes, Mr. ardman, and consider
this matter with the coolness of reason, and not with
the delusion of prejudice or passion, Perhaps you
will then perceive that, authority being admitted on
all sides, the real difference between a Protestant
and a Catholic consists not in this, that the former
follows the Bible, and the latter the authority ofhis
Church; butas reduced to this simple question:
Whether the Catholic or the Protestant follows the
best and most competent authority? Whether the
opinions of the minority ought te preponderate over
the faith of the majority of Christians; the modern
authority over the ancient; the changeable over the
unchangeable; the insular over the catholic; the lo-
cal over the universal: and, as we judge, the hu-
man over the divine? Whether the Dutchman fol-
lows the best authority who bows to the decisions
of the Synod of Dort; the Scotchman who adopts
the contession of Cromwell’s divines, and the de-
termination¥of the (General Assembly at Edin-
burgh; the Quaker who follows his own private spi-
tit, under the dircction of the meeting; the Method-
1st who obeys the conference at Leeds or Manches-
ter; the Englishman who appeals to the Su—y of |
the Cr—n, resting on the head ofa man, woman, or
child; or the catholic, who with the majority of
christiang, of all ages and Countries, despising the

jiconceits and innovating experiments of unauthoris-
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ed individuals, prefers the fixed,
divinely appsinted authority of Christ’sone, gholy,
catholic, and apostolic Church. You have taken
your choice ; and we have taken ours. Which of
us is most justified in his preference, by the rule of
wisdom, humilily, faith and piety? We can give
the most substantial reasons for preferring the au-
thority of him who said, before a page of the New
Testament was written: ** Hear the Church;” to
that of a wicked tyrant who cheoses 1o usurp the in-
fallibility of apostleship, and set forth his own new
fangled system ofdoctrine as a standard of Chris-
tian belief. The instructed Catholic has surer
grounds for his belief; and better motives for hiz.
practice. The authority which he followed in
matters of faith is not illusory, but infallible; not
human, but divine.

Gentlemen, the additional reflecticns of M.
Cardwell shall form the subject of my next Ictter.

‘ Iam, yours, &¢. &ec.
Joux Harpmax.

unchangeable, and

From the Boston Trumpet,

DR.ELY.
Trrs divine has just returned to Philadelphia
from a two munth’s tour, in which he has been
collecting funds for the American Sunday School
Union. In one of hisletters, written his friends
during his absence, he says : ¢ So far as 1 go, itis
my wish to make charitable concerns a: CASII
business.”

The following is a paragraph from one of his let-
ters—

¢ Last night T retarned home, having completed
two months of my volunteer agency ; during which
I have visited two Congregational Churches, threc
Baptist Cburches, eighteen Presbyterian Churches,
and eighteen Reformed Dutch Churches. During
my absence from home I have delivered fifty-onc
sermons, and received in donations for the Ameri-
can Sunday School Union, 2181 dollars aud 49
cents; which surn includes 5 dollars obtained for
two gold rings, and two dollars for a key and seal,
before reported to you,”

Some of this money was collected from liftle
children—some from black washer-women, and
some probably from those who, however pious,
never had the honesty to pay their debts,

The Dr. follows up the new practice of making
the dead life members of orthodox societies.—
Paying money to the clergy for the benefit of the
dead has long been a practice in the Roman Catho-
lic Church,

“ My cxpenses for supplying my pulpit during
my agency ; and for other necessary things, have
amounted to 166 dollars 96 cents. This sum I
give to the Union ; wishing that 30 dollars of itmay
enrol the name of my deceased father, the Rev'd.
Zebulon Ely, of Lebanon, Connecticut, on the list
of Life Members, marked with a star, while 30
dollars for cach are to confer the like honour on my
departed son Fizra Stiles Ely. Jr. on my departed
son Ezra S. Dufficld Ely ; and on my daughter
Mary Auwu Ely, who, at the age of nearly three
years, was taken from the carth by flames of fire.—
There will remain 46 dollars 96 conts {o constitute
my wife, Mrs. Mary Ann Ely, a lifc member.”’

[I1ow happens it that we seeno further account’
of deceased persons being made ¢ everlastiug life
members” of the American Sunday School Union



w

THE CATHOLIC.

Is it extending the time too long, and to a further
Period than the Sunday School Union will continue
ils operations ? We would further ask how a per-
Son that is dead can be made a life member of the
Sunday School Utlion.—Zd. Reformer.]
From the Cincinnati Sentinel
¢ Woe unto them that make widows their prey.”
The members of the Third Preshyterian Church
and congregation, now under the pastoral charge
of Mr. Guilaher, were recently notified to attend a
Special meeting at said church, for the transaction
of very important business, The excitement pro-
duced by the nolice, being considerable, and gen-
eral, many collected at the hour appointed. When
the object of the meeting was disclosed, lo and be-
hold ! a number of pious young Ministers, fresh
from the Presbyterian mint, had come over to the
help of the Lord, and were greatly inneed of Mo-
Ney !! Since those who had money to give were
already well nigh drained of their cash for pious
Iurposes, it was resolved, that ¢ poor widows,’ who
tid not possess ¢ one mite”” of shining dust for the
Lord’s treasury, should come forward and sub-
cribe an amount, to be discharged in work—such
as spinning, sewing, knitting, &c. Report says,
that some subscribed as high as twenty dollars;
And many others aless sum, who are compelled
to Jabour for a daily subsistence,
[The above information was received from a
iember of Mr. G.’s church.]
S———
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ORIGINAL.
ON BEAUTY.

Forma banum {ragile cst: quantumque accedit ad annos,
Fit minor ; et spatio carpitur ipsa sno.
Non viola semper, nee hiantia lilia, florent :
Et riget, amissa spina relicta rosa.
Et tibi jum cani venient, formose, capilli ;
Jam venient ruge, quatibi corpusarent
Jam molire aninum, qui durat ; et adstrue forme :
Solus ad extremos permanet ille rogos.
Ovid.

. ““Beauty is but a perishable good, which loses by dura-
lion, ang iy wasted with age. Neither the violet nor the
“Xpanding lilly is always in bloom ; and rugged is the thorn,
“hen stripped of its rose. Gray hairs, shall spoil all thy
Omeliness ; and wrinkles ehall plough thy polished brow.
Inprove then the mind, which endureth, and make it a sub-
|'[““t° for beauty. 1}t alone Will tarry with thee through
ife ; and accompany thee to the grave.”

Beauty of person is certainly a very great natural
*lflmntage, inas much ag it is sure at once to con-
“iliate the good will of al] who behold it; and to
titerest then 1n ifs favor.

This feeling is universal, and {herefore inspired
'Y the Creator for some generally wise and benefi-
‘'t end,

.thther beauty of body is inlended as the siyn
"Iheauty of mind ; and, as such, is ivstinetively
taken : just as one is apt to judge of the inmate’s
‘luality by the elegant exterior of Lis mansion ; or
W !xelhm‘ itis merely the fecling of taste, which ad-
"\_Iros and covels most what j3 most perfect of its
ki + sure it is that he must be of avery cearse
Hid callous mould, who feels 1o such kindly emo-
fion, no such friendly sYmpatly arising in his

")f?ln, at the sight of exquisite Leauty.
. ]i im:.i is uot}.’mgg at all ill?Pl"Obablc in conceiving
sign of menfal worth ; though g posses

S-

ing it arc often found the most worthless of their
species. May not these have become such, though
virginally formed the most perfect; and there is
many a proof upon record that the most perfect,|
when once depraved, are the most depraved of
any? A general rule is not destroyed by the ex-
ceptions found to it.

It is truc again that we frequently meet with
others ugly and deformed in the cxireme; yet,
whose worth and good sense are of the most exalted
kind. Such, an Asop and a Sagretes are reported
to have been.  But these may form to the opposite
rule only similar exceptions: which conjecture
seems indeed conflrmed by the avowal of Socrates
that he feit within himself all that native basencss
and propensity to vice, which an eminent physiog-
nomist had ascribed to him from his looks and
appearance ; but which, as he sgid, he had madeit
his constant endeavour teo subdue, by practising the
opposite virtues. A good face, afterall, if it is not,
ought at any rate {o be the indication of a choice
and generous mind.

Deformity, however; is a less sure subject of|
surmise ; since it all may be but the effect of acci-
dent. Yetl feel myself as naturally repulsed by
this last, as I am attracted by the former.

Neither, to be sure, can form any safe criterion
to go by ; as man by his free will has the power of
debasing in himself a mind the most noble and
dignified : or, by struggling against every natural
difficulty and obstacle, of improving a less perfect
one, and exalting it to no eommon pitch of real
worth and excellence. The bencful effects also
of fondness and flattery alter for the worse the natu-
ral condition ef the one; while they spare, and
spoil not the other.

Notwithstanding all this, the face is rightly con-
sidered as the index of the mind, which shews to
our fellow creatures all the feclings we wish to
express ; and likewise betrays to them, even in
spite of us, those which we wish to coaceal, How
often, when the tongue is false, do the looks give it
the lie; and warn us against crediting its strongest
asseverations! But when a comely countenance
is in league with a deceitful tongue to impose upon
us, we have no other natural means afforded of
knowing what is passing in the minds of our fellow
creatures ; or of guessing their designs; which for
no good purpose arc kept so closely folded up with-
in them, Such an extreme case of duplicity as
this, is, however, providentially for the safety and
wellfare of mankind, a very rare one; and we
would consider the wretch as an uncommeon mon-
ster, in society, who is discovered at last to have
been such a consummate imposter.

Yet beauty, though so lovely a quality, so uni-
versally admired, and so desirable ; is a dangerous
charge to those Who possess it ; especially to the
weaker half of our species, whose peculiar perqui-
site nature has doomed it to be ; for, besides the
vanity, with which it is apt to inspive them, and
which so often makes them turir to bad account the
best natural dispositions, and most valuable en-
dowmenls, either through their neglect to improve

exterior ; or their abuse of them: it exposes par-
ticularly the fair sexe to every tempting allure-
ment of vice ; and too frequently proves in the end
the very bane and ruin of their virtue ; consequently
the disturber of their peace, and the destroyer of
their happiness both here and hereafter. It should
therefore prove some consolation to those not so
gifted by nature with a fascinating appearance, to
be thus exempted from the many dangers which
attend it, and the fatal consequences of the num-
berless temptations, to which it is continually ex-
posed. Not to say but what those have the most
merit, who gain the victory in such a conflict,
though the unattacked are most secure; nor ever
experience the evils resulting from a defeat. It
should also make such regret their Want of beauty
the less, to know that nothing on earth is more
perishable and transient. It not only withers with
age, and decays like a flower, when its short season
is o’er : butit is often nipped in the bud, orin all
its full spread bloom, by sudden discase. The
slightest sickness impairs or destroys it, Ms deli-
cate frame is shaken with evety blast; and ifs
lovely form, on which we used to gaze with such
admiration and transport, thrown prostrate on the
ground, all soiled in dirt, and blended with its na-
tive carth: the companion lefl, and prey become
of rottonness and the worm.

Frequent and serious meditation on death is the
the most infallible cure to allthe moral infirmities
of the mind ; but particularly to the vanity we arc
apt to feel at being endowed with a fair form: and
prepossessing exterior. Itis impossible to indulge
in such vanity, if we but reflect on the appalling
change which that form undergoes after death ; and
its hideous and humbling transmutation in the

grave.
MEDITATION IN A CHURCH YARD.

Here let me sit and meditate a while
Among the silent mansions of the dead ;
Where wisdom holds her court :
And to the thoughtful few,
Who shun the giddy crowd, oft truths reveals.
Though awful, that can sooth life’s ¢v’ry care ;
Blunt sorrow’s sharpest sting,
And turn ev’n grief to joy.
Hark ! Now she bids observe with curious cye
The mould’ring fragments of the human frame,
Low laid in native dust,
By hecdless footstep trod.
Vain mortals ! why, she says, ah ! why so boast
Of beauty’s transient bloom ! of sinewy strength,
"Than lute in minstrel’s hand,
By death more quick unstrung ?
That head, of aspect grim, was her’s, whose cheek
With youth’s rich purple glow’d : whose ruby lips
A'smile bewitching wore :
And graceful brow o’erarch’d
er azure eyes, that mildest lustre shed 3
As Eve’s attendant star shives through a show’r :
‘While round her lilly nec
Her ebon tresses wav'd.
These too the sad remains of him, who late.
The village champion, dar'd his match in might.
No giants force so great
May death’s dread stroke forfend.
Here crumbling lie together rich and poor,
Who erst their distance kept. Hush’d is the vojee
Of mirth : and riots feast,
Save with the maggot, ends-
No rival statesmen here their factions stir,
Extinct ambition’s fire. Nor foe mects foe,
As wont, with wrathfill eyes ;
Join’d in clay cold embrace
Thine too, poor pensive mortal ! there that sit’st,
And ey’st the mf ling mass of human kind,
Thine is that humbling fate,

them, relying too much on the advantage of a fine:
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The fate of all wlho live
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These auburn ringlets, that o’ershade thy brow,
Shali from that brow by death’s cold hand be torn ;
Aud, in their sockets sunk,
These visual orbs be lost,
Thy tongue, to sweetest barmony attun’d,
Dry shrunk ; shall moulder ’twixt her parting jaw :
That through the wasted lip
Displays the ghastly grin.

That hand, that now my dictates nimbly takes,
And thy whole loosen’d frame, shall be commix’d,
Nor know’st how late, how soon,
With earth and reptiles vile.
Weep not. This but reminds thee that not here,
Where all is fleeting, like yon passing cloud,
Can e’er that bliss be found,
Which thon wert born to scck.

Here who that bliss would find, in vain pursue

A varying phantom, that their steps decoys 3
Till, urg’d o’er mis’ry’s brink’
They fall, to rise no more. L

Not g0, whom reason and religion guide

"Fhrough life’s dark vale secure : like pilgria tis'd,
They hope their journey’s end,
And look beyond the grave.

There shall their sa?rings cease, and joys begin,
'That not with time shall end : and yet soine day
He, whose almighty word
BRade all that is, to he,
Calls up to endless life their sleeping dust ;
'f'o cach his own restores ; now more refined
Than purest gold ; whose blaze
Would dim Sol’s fainter beam.

N

Pulvis et umbra suwinus.—~Ilor.

What is man, so portly made ?
A grain of dust : a fleeting shade.

“"We cannot help acknowledging the honour done
us by the pious and elegant Editor of the Canadian
" Iatchman ; who has thought proper, in the last
number of his edifying journal, to stilc ourselves
the Papist Beast, and our publisher, our Hireling
Jackal.—Who, of all his evangelical readers, but
mustadmire this fine figure of his Orthodox oratory :
this confounding argument against all the errors of
Popery ? Who of them but must be edified with
his holy scorn of decent pride ; and what the wicked
world considers as good breeding and gehtlemanly
language ? His pride, and they may glory init, is
the unblushing pride of ignorance : and a]l hisaf-
fected piety but the cant and mummery of mam-

mon’s worship to catch the passing penny.
"I'h= Protestant, or negative faith, refuted, and the Catholic,

or affirmative faith, demonstrated from Seripture.

Continued

XII.

OF THE INVOCATION OF SAINTS & ANGELS.
ProresTANTS deny that it is lawful to invocate
the Saints and Angela; because, say they, by ask-
ing their praycrs, and mediation with Ged in our
hichalf, we derogate from the all-suffering media-
tion of our Saviour and High Priest, Jesus Christ,
But, that which proves too much, proves nothing.
Now their argument would prove that, for the same
reason, we ought not to ask the prayersof one ano-
ther here on Earth ; for to implore in our behalf the
mediation of man on earth, is at any rate as great
a derogation from the mediation of Christ, as toim-
plore for the same cnd the mediation of the glorified
in heaven. Otherwise let them shew me why I sin
in asking the prayers of the justified in heaven ;
and not in asking thege of the just on earth. But
how can the invocation, whether of the justified in
hieaven, or the just on earth, derogate from the ac-
knowlelged all and sole atoning, meritorious and

| grace-imparting mediation of - Jesus Christ, our

High Priest and propitiatory victim ; with whom,
through whom, and by whom alone, all that isasked,
is asked ;and all that is obtained, is granted. This
is rather an act of supreme homage paid to the Sa-
viour’s divine mediation ; than a derogation from
it,

We all owe to one another, as a debt of charity,
to pray for one another. Does our mutual charity,
or brotherly love then end ; where, as Scripture in-
form us, it is perfected?> In hell itself the rich
glutton prayed earnestly for his friends on earth.
Or can we suppose the requests of the blessed a-

bove less prevalent with Ged, than those in lhis{
Let the Protestant |
shew me where in all Scripture the invocation of
Angels and Saints'is prohibited, as in aught dero-
gatory to the mediation of Christ, or displeasing to
God. Unable to do this, with all the nimble ver-
satility of the serpent, he turns round, aund offers
me, as the sole proof of his opinion, his own ignor-
antconjecture, that the Angels and Saints are as

world of our fellow mortals 2

ignorant of us and our concerns, as we are of thera
and theirs. That, besides, as mere finite beings,
their knowledge must be too limited, to be able to
attend to all the numberless petitions of every kind

put up to them from all quarters of the world by
their votaries.

But where again in all Scripture hag the Protest-

ant learned that such ignorance is compatible with
the clear vision of God,and the intellectual powers
of the mind made perfect ? The very contrary of
his opinion is there evidently affirmed ; by the Sa-
viour himself, who declares that there is more joy !

before the Angele of God for one sinner doing pen-
ance, or, as Protestanis translate the text, that re-

penteth; than for ninety-nine just persons, who

need no penance, or repentance. Luke xv.7. The
Angels then krow, when auy sinner is converted,
in whatever part of the world he may be ; otherwise
how could they rejoice at his conversion. Nor canthe
Saints, who, the Saviour says, are like the dngels
of God ; Mat:, xxii. 30. and inhabiting the same
holy heaven, be ignorant of the cause of their joy ;
or not participant in it.

The knowledge of the blessed in heaven surpass.
es prodigionsly ours on earth ; as appears from the
words of St, Paul : Now we sce, as through a glass
darkly : but then face to face, Now, I know in
part 5 but then, even as I am known. 1 Cor. xiii.
12. Andshould their knowledge be so enlarged,
as to take in the whale of the creation; sucha
knowledge is still but inife ; and therefore notex-
ceeding the capacity of finite beings made perfect.

Still all this knowledge ofthe blessed in heaven,
who see every thing in God, whom they behold face
to face ; is not so wonderful, as that inparted even
here on carth to certain mortals, like ourselves.
These in the bright light of revelation shed upon
their minds, could see and know what was happen-
ing at the greatest distance. Thus did the Prophet
Elisha know, at the very moment they were form-

ed, the most secret deliberations, and resolutions of

the king of - Assyria against Jerusalem ; which he

‘ forthwith communicated to his native soverejgn,
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[who was thus enabled to ccunteract all ihe design#
‘and inachinations of the enemy. 4 Kings, vi. 12.
Thus could Samuel see even what had not yet
come to pass ; and describe to Saul where and how
he should meet those, who would inform him con
cerning his father’s asses, that were missing ; to-
gether with circumsiances depending on the future
free will of others. 1 Kings, x. 1,

But all this yet is nothing to what we read in the
Scripture concernthg the prophetic powers of vi-
sion in other Iloly"individuals, shut up, like our-
selves, in the prison of their mortal bodies ; and not
yetenjoying the beatific visicn. 'These, in the light .
of God shed upon their minds, could clearly sec,
and minutely describe. not only what was happen-
ing at the moment, as Catholics affirmn the Saints
and Angels do : butalsn that which lay still buried
in the dark womb ofthe most distant futurity ; and
even depending onthe free will and purpose of ge-
nerations. yet unhom. They could mark in the
brightness of the divine effulgence, poured forth
upon their mental optics, even the least and most
trifling incidents of the great and important events,
which they foretold ; carrying their observation
down to the end of time ; and finally merging it in
eternity,

And can Protestants, admitting all this, for ad-
mit it they must, orat once reject their pretended
rule of faith, the Scripture ; can they deny to those
emjoying the clear vision of God in heaven, the
perfect knowledge of what is actually passing here
below ; and hence infer that it is useless, absurd,
;and unlawful to invoke them : scparating us thus
from the communion gf Saints in its noblest branclr;
and breaking the golden band of charity, which
links together the whole family of God, the chil-
dren of his Churcl, whether militant on carth,
suffering in Purgatory, or trivmphant and glorified
in heaven.

XIIL . i
OF HOLY IMAGES.

As Protestants hove broken off all communications
with the blest in Heavens so do they forbid any
honours to be paid to themm even such as they
readily grant to thie great on earth, their fellow
mortals ; to the rich and noble; to kings and
Princes, the idols they adore.  They have broken
down and cast forth trom the Catholic Church, of’
which they have possessed themselves 5 and de-
molished in every place, the bated reseinblances off
Jesus Christ and his Suints 5 to make room for the
likenesscs of those whow they more revere; at
Ceasar and Lis favorites 5 of their Statesman and
warriors, the heroes of Apappox, the destroyer :
very ditierent from the champions of the Savionr.
the Prince of Peace : to whose sacred images vo¢
see preferred by Protestants even in their Churches-
asin those of Saint,Paul aud of Westminster Ab-
bey in London, those of titled worldlings, the
children of vanity and worshippers of  Manunon-
Nay, the fierce, fanatical figures of their desolating
reforwers, arc often scen placed by them, wher:
| those of Jesus Chyist, and his Apostles, Saints and
{Marty s woull hot be suflered to appear.  Fven
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the Seottish vandal Knox, the true son of polluon,!
is honotred in Glasgow with his statue; he who!
fed forth the ignorant and frantie rabble armed|
with hammers, spades, pick-axes, and every tool of,
destruetion ; to defice and break down every sa-
cred figure 5 to demolish every master-picce of art,
and sweep from our sight for ever all the vener-
able monument; of Christianity 3 instead of \vhiché
% has left us wotiang but his homely Airk, the'
trophy of his desolating progress; as if to mark;
the spot, where once the Redeemer’s Rc‘aiglon‘
reared her holy and majestic form.

Protestants cvery where make, and keep, the

“lutues, busts, portraits, and resemblances of their;

relutives, acquaintance and worldly friends @ while;
those of the sacred family, to which they say they
helong; and of the holy head and founder of that fa-:
mily ; are to them an c¥e-sore, and an abominati-'
m.  Can such be more so to the Devil and hisz
Angels, whom the Saviour and his Saints huvc'g

completely conquered ? \'

Yet these holy images which Protestamts so ab-
hor, are clearly sanctioned, nay, commanded in
Seripture.  For in-it we read how God himscif or-
dered such to be made 5 images even of purely spi-
“itual beings, represented under the forms they were
Wont to assume in manifesting themselves to man:
the golden cherubims, placed on each side of the
mercy seaf ; having their faces turned towards each
other ; and looking down upon the koli: of holies ;
swhere the manna, the wafers of fine flour, the loaves
of proposition and shew bread were kept : Exod.
XXv. 18. all a striking figure of the real holy of ho-
lieg ; where Jesus Christ, the true manna and liv-
Mg bread, that came down from hegven, John Vi
59. was one day to be kept, and reside; attended |
by the living cherubins, in the Christian taber-!
haecle 5 hi§ mercy scat among the Gentiles, '

We also read in the same Seriprure, Nurmb, xxi. |
3.9, how God ardered the brazen image of a ser-|
vent to he made, and suspended on a pole, as a sign
!0 the people : the mere looking upon which cured
fl:enl from the deadly bites of the fiery serpents.
Vhis image was the figure of our Suviour dead:
"pon the cross ; as he himself interprets it John:
.14, 1o was therefore the first crucifix, a ﬂgurc,i
Which the Protestant cannot bear 1o behold
Mirgeuloys even, and wonder-working image,

i

Yhe propriety of thix emblem of (he Saviour ap-
R . . .
2¥ars in this, that the word, which sienifics serpent

;l'll' Hebrew, that is keve, at ]

i

1€ Same time sicnifies!

The . . .
¢ duration of life; and ity compounds  coarus, ||

Irimavus, in Fnglish coeval, living at the same

f“jm : primeval, iving before.  The firure then
;l the scrpent is the hicroglyphic of life. Now
' ':xus Christ, as God, is life itself, and the author
ol life :and,as man,
“Lpon the tree, is the restorer of Jift to our mortally
Ounded race, when stung by that fiery serpent s
W.h“» to give us death falsely promised us lifes the’
".‘\32{;‘;;'{'5{1? hic form of which he had treachorously

!
i

3

/e ; from which is derived the lutin ward cvum,'!

our propitiatory Vietimn, dead|!

Belphegor, Baal, and all other such detestable
idols ;3 absurd nonenties, as Saint Paul styles them.
Now we know, says he, that an idol is nothimg in|
the world : 1 Cor. viii.4, Nothing real and true.
Ibid. ch. x. 19.  But surely this  cannot be said of |
Jesus Chiritt and his Saints, represented to us in en-|
graved or writicn 1meworials,  The images and
pictures of Lim and his illustrious followers exhibit,
to our vicw the real deeds and sufterings, the holy!
and heroic achievements ot himseif and his chosen
cchampions,  They are so muny edifying ond in-
structive books, which are read at a glance, and
understood as well by the unleasned as by the;
carned.

To be continued.

BIPLICAL NOTICES AND DXPLANATIONS.

Continuegd.

LEVITICUS.
Chapter 26.—The temporal blessings with which
God promises to reward the faithtul observers of
his law ; and the dreadful punishments, with which

virtuous for the wicked.  Ashe rises in his threats
against the growing iniquity, and obstinate perver-

the Jews at last ; and all the subsequent calamities,
which, like a deluge, was poured out upon them ;
because they walked conlrary to him 5 and would
not hearken to his veice. The suflerings, with
which he threatens them, are so like those, which
they endured, before and since their final disper-
sion all over the world 5 that we eannot help eopy-

find exactly to agree with what their own historian
Josephus, in his account of the sicge of Jerusalem;
and all subsequent historians relate conccrning
them. In this same passage we see their final con-
version clearly predicted.

iyou ; and will strike you seven tumes for your sins :
iAnd I'will bring in upon you the sword, that shall
:avenge my covenant.  And, when you shall flee
;into the cities, I will send the pestilence in the
imidst of you.  And yon shall be delivered into the
thands of vour enemies.  After I shall have broken
' the staff of your bread; so that ten women shall
bake your bread in one oven, ard give it out by
weight; and you shull cat and shall not be filled.
But if you will not, for all this, hearken to me;
but will walk against me: I will also go against
youwith opposite fury; and I will chastise you
| With seven plagues for your sins : so that you shall
eat the flesh of your sons and daughters. I will
destroy your high places, and break your Idols.

You shall fall among the ruins of your Idols; and

,my soul shall abhor you; inso much fhat I will!
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Common sense might tel} us that the only images|| bring your eities to be a wilderness: and T will
forbidden by God were such as the Heathens wor-|| make your sanctuarics desolate s and will receive
shipped ; the obscene Asteroth  the Lloody Bloloch, it 1o more your sweet odours. And I will destroy

your land ; and your encmies shall be astonished
atit, when they shall be the inhabitants thereof,—
And1 will scatter you among the Gentiles ; and ¥
will draw out the sword after you; and your land
shall be desert, and your cities destroyed. Then
shall the land enjoy her Sabbaths all the days of
her desolation ; when you shall be in the enemy’s
land, she shall keep a Sabbath, and rest in the
Sabbaths of her desolation ; hecduse she did not
rest in your Sabbaths, when you dwelt therein,—
And us to them that shall remain of you, I will
send fear in their hearts in the countries of their
enemies. The sound of a flying leal shall terrify
jthem : and they shall flee, as it were, from the
:sword,

1

They shall fall, when no man pursueth
them. And they shail every one fall upon their
brethren, as fleeing from wars, Noneofyou shall

dare to resist your enemies. You shall perish

he threatens to visit the crimes of the offenders a-:
gainst it’; are but signs and figures of the spiritual{
rewards or punishments which be reserves for the|

sity of sinners 5 he clearly fotetells the rejection of!

ing this prophetic passage which our readers willll

“ And if, even so, you will not amend, and will;;
walk contrary to me : I also will walk contrary to

:

among the Gentiles; and an enemy’s land shall
consume you, And, if of them also, some remain:
they shall pine away in their iniquities in the land
of their enemies : and they shall be afflicted for tix
sins of their fathers and their own : until they con-
fess their iniquities, and the iniquities of their an-
cestors, whereby they havc transgressed against
me, and walked contrary to me. ‘Therefore, Ialso
s will walk against them ; and bring them into their
'enemy’s land ; until their uncircumcised mind be
ashamed : then shall they pray for theirsins.  Anid
‘1 will remember my covenant, which I made with

i Jacob and Isaac and Abrabam. I will remember
talso the land.————And yet, for all that, when
ithey were in the land of their encmics, 1 did not
jcast them off altogether : ncither did 1 so despise
rthem that they should be quite consumed; and 1
should make void my covenant with them: for 1
am the Lord their God,” &c.

Chapter 27.-—No Protestant, who has read flijs
chiapter, will deny vows tohave been lawful, And
since he pretends to make scripture his only rule of
faith: where, Iwould ask him, inall seripture, is
Ithe doctrine of vows, which he rejects, condemned:
;The gifts vowed to Gad, which are here detailed:
{were, like every thing belonging to the Jewish fu-
 stitute, only temporal, and figurative : emblematic
of the spiritual, more precious and acceptable do-
nations vowed to God by the christian. For all jn
the old law was Lidden under the veil; till at the
Saviour’s death it was rent asunder ; and the whole
prefigured mystery of spivityal perfection was dis-
closed o our view,

EAd of X.‘pvx"tlcus,
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1IUSENBETH’S DEFENCE OF THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH,

Continued.
thus ¢ destroyed the sophistry”” of Mr.
‘White with reﬁd to the Catholic Church, we shall
find him ‘“at his dirty work again’’ in that Letter
in his ‘Evidence’which treats of the Head of that
Church on earth, the Pope; as well as in the third
Dialogue of his ¢“Preservative.”

The substance of his Letter, as far as it regards
the Pope is this: Mr. White professes to examine
the title by which our Church, with the Pope at
its head, claims infallible authority. He states,
as the ground of it, the memorable text; ”Thou
art Peter,”&c. St. Matt. xvi. 18. He argues,
that if those words confain what Catholics teach
about the Pope, itis onllg inan indirect and obscure
manner; ‘‘that Saint Peter never alludes to his
privilege in his. Eplstles; that our system *“ may
indeed be contained in that passage, Dut if so, it
is contained like a diamond in a mountain;”’ that
it follows that the claim of the Pope and his
Church “‘having no other than an obscure and dou-
btful foundation, the belief of it cannot be obligat-
ory on all Christians;” that if they haye the power
which they claim, it is “‘one of the least obvious
truths in the Gospel;” that the force of his argu-
ment rests upon the doubtfulness of the meaning
of the textin question; that either Christ did not
mean what Catholics claim; or if he did, he con-
cealed his meaning, and therefore, obedience to
the Roman Church cannot be necessary. Thisis
really the substance of Mr., White’s grand argu-
ment, which he has muddily carried along through
seven octavo pages!

Our task then in reply is sufficiently easy; it oan
rests withus to shew that the claims of our Churc
and Pope, do not rest on a doubtful foundativn.
Allowing, for argument sake, that our_only proof
of the authority of our Church and Pope, is the
passage < Thou art Peter,”&c. which is by no
neans the case, we contend that even so, ourclaim
does not rest upon a doubtful but a very sure
foundation, How can that passage be of doubt-
fill meaning which for so many hundred years, by
so many millions of people, by all the Holy
Fathers and Doctors, by all the Councils, and by
the most learned and tg;:ms men in the world in
overy age down to Reformation, was unifor-
inly understood as Catholics now uuderstand it; and
since the Reformation has been understood the
same by the greater part of the Christian world?
A flueidea fora passage to be called doubttul be-
c:ause a handful of men choose to dispute its mean-
ing, in opposition to the rest of Christendom, and
1500 yearsafter the passage was written, its mean-
ing havingbeen agreed to all that time throughout
fhe Christian world!—Was not St.  Augustine
qualificd to pronounce on such a passage? was not
St Jerome biblical scholar enough to determine
its meaning? 'Was that like a diamond hid ina
mountain; which was found and used by the prim-
itive Fathers, and has been preserved in all tits
hrilliancy ever since? What does Mr. White
mean by a passage with a doubtful meaning? Does
he mean a textahich no one has been ever found
tn dispute? He will find few such indeed in the
Scriptures,  If s0 many discordant meanings have
hees assigned to those four words. <“This 18 my
hody,’’ than which language can furnish none plau}-
¢r, how are we to hope for a l,;assage like that in
«question to be undisputed?—But, independent of
the glaring fact that such an overwhelming ma-
jority of Christians in every age have understood
this ‘passage in one sense, and thereby removed all
doubtfulness from ifs meaning, an impartial exam-
ination of the Text will shew clearly what our
NSasviour infended by it,

Having

tle’s name from Simon to that of Cephas or Peter,
which means a rock. (See St.John, i, 42). He
shows in St. Matt. xvi,18, what he intended by so
doing. Simon Peter hud just made a glorious
confession that Christ was the Son of the living
God; and to reward him for this confession our
Saviour conferred on him a splendid privilege in
these words: *‘I say to thee, that thou art Peter;
and upon this rock I will build my Church, and the
gates of bell shall not prevail against it.”” What can
this mean but that our Lord chose Peter to be the
rock or foundation upon which his Church should
be built—that he was to support the whole edifice
upon earth? Then our Saviour added: “And 1
will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of
Heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth
it shall be bound also in Heaven; and whatsoever
thou shalt loose upon earth, it shall be Joosed also
in Heaven.” This second metaphor of the keys
Ylainly expressed the plenitude of power in the
House of God; for he who has the keys of the house
or city, bas committed tohim the government, pos-
session, and administration thereof. Where is the
obscurity or doubtfulness of the passage? It plainly
cenfers the primacy of honour and jurisdiction on
St. Peter;and these heis proved to have exercis-
ed, though his humility may casily have prevented
him from procluiming bis” authority in Epistles,
which would, after all, have been a” very needless
proclamation where his supremacy was never
questioned. In proof that he was ever the ac-
knowledged head of the Church, it should be ob-
served that heis always named first in the enum-
eration of the Apostles inthe Gospels; he spoke first
for the election of an Apostle in place of Judas,
declaring that ‘“ one of these must be made a
witness with us of his Resurrection” (Acts,i);
he proclaimed the Gospelfivst, and first” opened the
Apostolic ministry on the day of Pentecost (Acts,
it); he first pleaded the cause of the Apostles before
the Council (Acts,iv); he first began the conversa-|
tion of the Gemiies, in the person of Cornelius!
(Acts, x); he first spokein the Synod of Jerusalem
opening it with authority, although St. James was
the Bishop ofthat city in which it was beld (Acts,
xv). Thus do the Scriptures themselves testify
the meaning of that passage which Mr. White
endeavours {o obscure.

It has been shewn then that the meaningy of the
said textis. not doubtful or obscure; and this at
once demolishes all Mr. white’s pompous argu-
mentation. Mr. W. is wrong'in statingthat the
claims of our Church and Poperest solely upon the
above text. With hisusual want of theological
accuracy, very disgraceful in aman of his gnulti-
plied titlcs, he has confusedly mixed up the separ-
ate subjects of the Authorily of the Church, ‘the
Head of the Church, and the i11ﬁ1lhbzhty of the
Church,  All those important points We prove from
various weighty arguments ; which as the nature
and limits of this little Work neither require nor
admit of our stating at any length, we refer the
readerto the masterly exposition of them in that in-
comparable work, The End of Religious Con-
troversy,” by Bishop Milner, or in the *“ Discus-
sion Amicale?’ ofthe Abbe Trevern, now exalted
to the episcopacy in France. We confine our-
selves to the sophistry of Mr. Blanco White; and
shall now shew how he continues it in bhis “‘Pre-
servative,” dialogue third, -

What will the reader think of Mr. White’s re-
gard for truth and charity, when he finds him ac-
cusing Cathglics of holding such monstruous  doc-
trines, as that the Pope has received the power “of
adding to the Scriptiresseveral articles of faith:”
Perhaps this is as gross and absurd a calumny as
was ever put forth against the Catholic Chureh ;
and itis brought againsther by one of her own mi-
nisters! It isa broad insinuation that the Fope

Our Saviour had previously changed the Apos-!!it cuits his pleasure or profit; and that we are bound

to receive such articles equally with those in thc
Scriptures. It was known to Mr. White that ne
Catholics ever held such a doctring : and whas
could it avail him to be guilty of such misrepresen-
tation? Cathaolics do not hold that the Pope can
inventor propos. articles at his pleasure ; por isany
constitution of the Pope binding upon v univsa 1c-
ceived and approved by the of)en or taeit consent
of the Church throughout the world. “ The
Chureh,” says the illustrious Bossuet, © openly
professes that she says nothing from herseif' ; thas
she invents no new doctrine ; she only declares the
Divine Revelation by the interior direction of the
Holy Ghost, who i given to her ns her teacher,
To be eontinued.

Quem terra, pontus, othera—Translated.

He, whom his wond’rous works proclaim
All-wise, all-mighty, sole supreme ;
Whose Majesty no limits bind,

Is iu the Virgin’s wemb confin’d.

Him, who those shining orbs on high
Has pour’d along the boundless sky ;

A mortal maid conceives and bears,

Her God, man’s bumble form who wears,

Within herself could she afford

A dwelling meet for nature’s Lord ;
Who on his finger’s point can poise
Creation’s whole, outstrech’d that lies.

Thrice happy thou, ordain’d to see
Th’expected Saviour bom of thee
And find If, as Gabriel said,
Although'hls mother, still a maid.

To Jesus from a virgin sprung,
Be glory giv'n, and praises sung !
Alike to God the father be,

And Holy Ghost eternally.
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