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RESOLXJTIOlSrS
Passed at the Liberal-Conservative Convention at

Truro, June 29th and 30th, 1909.

PRELIMINARY.

Tlie nolicy of tlie Liberal-Conscrvntive Party of N» Scotia

,0 provincial politics is a programme for the develop, ent of

•-, T»inc-s, revenue, population and inflt.ence of .t>)c P'ov,"ce ;

.e .uppression of patronage and graft, and tl.e

«''™'"!«^'^f
•«» «/

uMic affairs in an energetic and huBincBS.like manner in the intei-

ests ' f the people at large as opposed to the present system of gov-

ern-, int for the benefit of a comparatively few

Liberal Governments have been in charge of the affairs of th s

Province continuously for twenty seven years of '""J^lo"*/^^
development. But as a result of incompetent, wasteful and halt-

ing ad£inistration,and of systematic manipulation of V^^^J^'^^^^
for partizan purposes, and the consequent neglect of Mtal public

1 eats, this splendid province has been a lowed to lag behind

other communit^ies in the race for commercial and industrial supre-

"'''^The results of more than a quarter of a century o'^^iberal Gov-

ernment in Nova Scotia are painfully apparent ; abandoned faiius

on every hand, population at a standstill in country districts, mat-

crial loss of p<^pulition. farm lands depreciated, many thousands of

people forced abrotd to earn a suitable living, valuable crown lands

depleted, school sections without schools, others manned by poorly

paid teachers, large amounts of public moneys improperly expended

in maintainins? an expensive and vicious patronage system, con-

stantly diminishing grants to uuinicipalities for roads, v^^'"?*; « "«;-

ural water powers and coal lands alienated from public nterests

and a crushing burden of debt and interest s. died upon the peo-

pie for all time to come. j „# *».„ r.ro

The unpatriotic, unprogressive and wasteful record of the pre-

sent Murray (Government deserves the condemnation of the people

°' *

Favom" with great natural wcallli in climate, soil, forest, sea,

mine and geographical position. Nova Scotia «;^o"^;^
'[

'«
««fJ""

ment were divorced fruir ^'- narrow partizan bigotry that has foi



teregt. have i>eeo rclega Jd \o Scn.r«"^"''^'
^"' '^' P"'''^^ '"'

mcnt h«8 been given Hrst eo°«Kl^^ ''"••? "KKrandiw-
Otic Impulse haJbeen checked n^m? '^ '"""" »''"^ »>*«••«-

uUtloD of the couDtn-'l been nir .
'" .^" '^"R'"«>' ^«P0P-

duatry have been uHedTp '^ ^'"'' ""^ ^'''^ ^l>''"K« "'in-

ly bn'iits''.!;k: a7cr;atHL;c''«o;:"':"'^ 7?^";'^ "-•-"« thorcgh.
ent botching and pa.'Tza . KarnHr"\'" ''" '''""" ''^ "'« !>'"-

« forward policy of SucM^'^^^^^ i»'«ialion of
getic developme-^U ofT vari Hm .ir^'^^'''^'^

expanBion-ener-
lliat Mill enlarge the comme pili

""* '•*"«»"'Cfs of the co.mtiy
crease its rovonnealtCo^r «1

Z'';/'""' "' "« '"^"l''^ «'"' '"^

more renu.nerative emp?Z,em and '""'n"'
«"<« diverd fled and

tion of the i,„e princii le of ,!1
8*^"<^''i".v, "niver.al n,,plica

public affairs foi^Kmmon goi::,'''""^'
""'"">'

'
-"""'i^trali' of

atingp^tii:^ 5^1:!its:l^±«^'' -r- V"^
P-nt..ebi.iU

ulated an.l improved 1^ I h >n wifM «'" ^ ««•"-

populationattfacled;'and
tl j s " .7^^^^ ^. '';'*' ""'^ i"«'on8ed, and

mcnt, the Province ^illakeLriS ''"''' '^^
'>«^«'oP-

of federal concerns, an 1 itome etu^^^^^^^^
'" '"« '"'•«<'r field

.nd exerci. weightier inm^nc^i^t'll^iKr^CS-
II

CORRUPT PRACTICES.

discouraging in every way tho ml/' ^'^"«"^-«l'v<' Association, in
condactof elctions,\"d^thel4

V rro '"'T""'
""^^''"^^ '"the

es itself to the conti^ua-Ve of thA^oli?;."''"^
''^^""^'^'^ P'«^g-

III

FINANCES.

financTs%7th:Trj;rncel's":is::?:r'"'"-^'« --^ement of the
especially in the parUzTn an^ a!

'

i

'"'^^''' ""'' "nbusiness-like,
characterized their admlnistatio^n .^nf

"^P^^^'^^res which have
adoption of the principle of tender' a,^ o? f''^"'

*'"''«^'^'«« ^o the
of public works and th'l m?rc ^se of „"ir "'V'"

'^' ««"8truction
introduction of thorough ecromv^f',,''T'^''''''

«"^ P'omiso the
adoption of progressive measmesfor t ' LfT"'""'"*'' '"'^ '^'
sources and revenues of the PoW^^^^^^

development of the re-

A



IV

AriRICULTURE.

The farming iiulnslry of the Piovince <l.iiing the
'lf-/*'°"*y^

five veavH hu8 been aco.mtant theme for highly ooloml Hct»on that

has emanatcl from the (Jovernment. Keaum of vwionary progreBH

are recorded in the oHIcial bookH pnhliahed by lliem.

Bearing in min.l that succcHsive Lil)eral (.overnments foi up-

wards of a qnartor of a century have protendo.l to be bu.ld.ng up

the farming industry of the Province, we .lenounce them fo«- •'''eeit

nnd grave mismauagonient in regard to this fundan.ental ««"''«l y-

Four out.tandi7.g feature, ^vhich do not. however, exhaust the

bill of complaints against them, may be mentioned to show why

they a-e deserving of condenmation for their pottering auci fruitless

met .cj 8 .—
^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^.^^^ .^ ^^j^^^ ^, j^i.jj^ ,j^,^,,^^ ^,„^ H,j.

everywhere present vacant farm. n •„„„

(2) The dependence of the people of this Prr vmce upon Pr.nce

Kdward Island and Ontario for a large precentage of Hie dairy pro-

ducc, poultry and meat required by them ; and even for mdk supply.

A) The fact that to-day buyers have to go to Ontr.no and

Prince Kdward l»lau,l for horses : and the confession of he govern-

ment's principal odicials that, excepting u few professional breed-

ers, comparatively little progress has been .•"'"!«
,5'";""f''«;;J ,^^

Province in the betterment of aualities of dairy cattle or in the pio-

duction of horses.
,, ,

, .,

(4) The fact that the Government are now compelled bv the

unfortup to conditions for which they are chietly responsible to ex-

pen.l large su.ns of public money to induce settlers to ^«";« »» ^^^^

Scotia and enter into fosession of our vacant »ai ms ;
and the f .n th-

er fact that this policy was uot the Government's initiative but had

to be forced upon them by a far-seeing and patriotic opposition

We protest that it is idle for the Government in the

face of these and other conclusive e'idences of neglect and mis-

management on their part, to point to an agricultural college, or an

annual Provincial exhibition, as proofs of a prosperous and de%el-

onius farming industry throughout the Province.

We insist that the farming iudustry, which must necessarily

be at the fouutuin of pn.vincial piogiesb.is cililkd ut the hauus

of the Government of the Province to more systematic and w;,.-

spread assistance, so that encouraging agencies will not be restrict-

ed to making the rich richer, but will be extended to the niany

farmers who are now kept outside the charmed circle of goN.vn-

wient beneticiarics.
, , ,

,

^ tu.

We suggest that among the matters that should engage the

serious attention of a "nvernment sincei^ly desirous of promoting



Ronc..alag.icult.uaiaevclop,„..t
tho rol.o.i.., ...crve con-iaca.

^'<) Advances bYwaln/r. "^^^ **" BeltMlines

;

dralo. -;
«»c«" l^y way of Ioa.,8 „pon farms for purposes of

fertililers;'"'*'""
'''' ''''''''''^'^ ^^' '«''ners ««„inst a,l„ltcrated

(^) Encouragement of sheep roising
lliese important iim»t«.i-« !.„

of local -xIuImLus a ?ora;;ukn.'?'''"'^''"^'°* f ^""^ '"""'»«'
inviting tlel,l for a iovi^rnmV^.T I T ?'."^'"'''' ««»«t't»te an
to agriculture i., N^va Sco" a

"' ""^ *"'"« »"*''''«*' "»1>«'"«

ROADS

«ervijr:MKo;^j;:f:rmSI''"^"^
^'^" ^^'•««'^^"^-? ^'- -.

wholesale waste and .Uversion of l.\T
'"''''''' ""'' "^'"' <^«"«eq"e"t

of the road system
'"*''"•'" "' I»'l'''« '"""ey, and demoralization

p.edgr;r!ri':Z:;L«:t^V« unsatisfactory, „nd
suLstitute a n,easure Huitall""\oerc"„ditrons:'"'

""'' ^^^ "'^'

REPATRIATION AND INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION

.mionslSreti.'^rLTrd^ro^ -ny p..eventab.e con-
living, and promise ^-hen retmned o . n"'"

'''^'''" "'"'^^^' ^« ^'^•" «
Commission of experts and 1^11 n,'7'"- '° "'*'^°'"t ^' K'^:y«»

rial opportunities if eacrco „ v ThhTh "ir^^'^^l^ the indust-
with the cost of fuel and po^eJ^WuK'f;.^

"' "?«^'« connected
of a variety of sound, new irTd 'stTi « aniV ?' !'«t"f>'i«'^-no..t

»"g ones, in order to lav the f uSio„ f
f-^^ens.on of exist-

o"s repatriation and im^nigr^tlon pot;"
'" ' '"^'^'^"^ "'•^' ^''g'^r-

VII

MINES AND MINERALS.

and mL'„:n::;?menT'onhet. "f'"^
^>«vernment ,ross neglect

and that the co'S^? ogi.S TZ/Vrr'^ "' ^"'^ ^'--'"^e
and progressive .y h^s tr::\:;:i:!!lV:f fJ'"-"^ -1 ••"tolligenl
or those interests

^.i..»^,..,e,™e„..i,7;™;?/;i,-:;;s:
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WhUe rccoffnizlnir llmt Investors ftM.l pioHi»oot.»i» Hhoul.'

nvoteJtli" we declare that it i. agnlu.t public intccHt to pcr.v.

(a) unreasonable hoMlng of large areas unwo.ke.1 «^ '««»-•;

area* are not re 're.l by holders for dcvelopu.enl or expansion of

contijeuou* areas worked by them ;

(b) the locking up of unworked areas for the purpose of

CM aing off access toother areas;

(c) the locking up of areas for merely speculatlvM purposes,

or to prevent fair competition

The serious .leclincin gold production in Novn Soot.a, and the

surnrmg absenoe of development of other valuable m.nerals known

Jo ex «n the Province, are chargeable again-t a feel.le and ».l.m l-

e^ing government which has been too slow to lead and too weak to

'°"°The great commercial vail., ^f our min I r sources, and their

imnortance as revenue proclucers, should hu long s.nce MuTe.l the

rernrent^nt: vigorins action for the tw -Id l-,-c of s. «

guarding provincial interests ana pr^-unng more otTectiNC .leNClop

'"''"u is believed th. euormu. . bodies of coal of the

best ouality have bee., /orever Ion. by sheer neglect and

inclpac tv and that nns-directed <,peratious, carelessness and .net-

tidont inspection, from year to year, cause the loss of ^ely la.gc

fiuantities of merchantable coal
> .

' The government, charged as they are w.th the duty of safe-

guarding ^he public interests in regard to th.s groa proviuca as-

set'Sailing to discharge that duty must be held responsible loi

''"XSelSrthat there should be thorough investigation of the

mines of the Province, and of all the conditions surroMncV.ng the

m luct on of coal and other mine Us, and the markc ing o c
.

a ;

hat Se supervision and inspection of mines and operations theie n

shou be made thorough and effective so that the interests of the

mrnel as wdl as of the public shall be protected ; that there should be

rxhausthreconomic examination of the mining Uelds of the Pro-

vince and the appointment of a provincial u.meia og.st and es-

Shment of a pi'o^'incial assay omce to -^^ '»
. ^*>;^,,3,:'^ J

work- and that the Government should substant allj piomote int

Tyste^naSc prospecting and development of mines which would

'''''^:::TI:^7'ZL. a^ more representative board of

examlrs^for tie purpose of granting cerlifleates to miners su^

board *D consist of impartial men removed from a 1
political in

fliienceJ, and we pledge the party, when -turned o power, to

appoint only duly qualified, practical and impartial men.
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LABOR.

the interests of labof arrprotVc '^ om In k^
^**««« t^^^t

Ployers, or suspension ofrmSmen, ./.rw^J"^ «f «™-
lumbering sliould be protected bv the p'nJr

''°''?™«" engaged in
act; tbat miners, longshoremen^wX"^^^^ woodman's lien
gaged in building and similia, ^I^ir '"/''^fories and those en-
cases of accidents%n trXXoT'tSe^K' .''. P^^^^^^ '"
Compensation Act. ^ ^ "'® *-ngIish Workmen's

IX

w ^
RAILWAYS.

the L7b:rlrSrnfnrenr;rspX^^^ ^^^ ^"•^'^ ^n
Older to gain political supJoTanTl^votL t ht ".

^'''^*>'
'
^^^^ «"

Us construction at two elections whlhnl^^^ ^ u^^'^
themselves to

The Liberal Government ?nZ a ScotirH^''.f^
''*''" ^"'«'fi«^-

rasmg their friends at Ottanrwhfcb 1 f.
™^^'' *''" ^^*'" ^^ «"'bar-

duct in all directions, ha4 faileTto J^n^T T"!.'^"'''^
t''^''- ^on-

construction of railwkvs to Zrt. u^^^^^ V^^ ^^^ question of the
whole of this Province

^^' reasonable requirements of the

Joln^'^i^^J^^^rS:"- ^;3^ if ret^^ to power, will,
the Federal Government of tlie 2u«'if V°^

^^'* recognition b;
sufficient financial assistance as maf I w

""' ^'*'^''"'^«- ^^^^'f hj
the Province, procure through?; Sl^e oZT'-^ ^^ '''' ^^'^^^ ^^
(government works, the coScti m of • ^ °''' ^^'P'^^^^ablj as
'nterests require in [his Prov ncrn2blv ?h S^''

^'' ^'
' *'"^ P"blic

and the Richmond and Cape Brecon ei^fns\on''''"
^'"''^ ^^'"^^

X
PUBLIC UTILITIES.

granting pX^TanchisSt'Sa^^^^t 1;'^ "^^T'
«—-^ of

u.tcre=lsand to the loss and L^'"* ^ff^^^^^^^
Conservative Party would brin. nfo /ffpir

''"'''''"• ^^^ ^'^'^ral
Seoua, to the fullest extent thTt RoloS «''' ^P"''*"^" '° ^ova
policy of public ownership o puhHc nUH fp^^'r", -T'"

'*"°^' ^^e
ia private hands, due control ?n the h^'- .

'""'" «"«'^ '•^'"ain
cular would exercise its powes to effeoL 'f'*

'

''"^ '^ P'^'ti"
J"8t exactions; encourLrand

fi' ''l";,"^
''' '•^'° ^""^ P'^^'e^t un-

teiephones in rural ^^n^.J^^^l^^^l^l^^^^^^^^^^
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control on behalf of the people and for the benefit of the people, of

•
^'Itll ^ubHc «UlSsho°ur<i be reckoned all i^P-tant water

noweVa and these ehiiuld be conserved for snch use as may be most

Kcialfor the expansion of our mineral and industrial enterpn»«

The valne of water power is fnlly appreciated in other Provinces

and mucl' loss has been sustained in this Province by the disregard

of itrimportance. The question of the re-acquisit.ou of impor ^nt

water Towers wl.ich have l^een alienated by the Government e.^her

through Crown grants or by legislation should be carefully consider-

'^
XI

PISHGRIES

We sympathize most profoundly with our fisherman in regard

to themenace lo our shore fisheries arising from the use of steam

rawTeir The Dominion (Government has failed to take action in

thtr regard and we condemn ti.e Loeal Government for failure o

effectually urge the protection of our fishermen and express the

opinion Uiatal international treaty should be promoted, and such

other steps taken as may eftectually deal with the question.

XII

SYSTEMATIC REFORESTING.

We condemn the Liberal party for tl.e lamentable condition re-

vealed by their admission ihat practically no valuable crown lands

r main in the control of the people, the alienation of all valuaWe

lands having been accomplished under successive Liberal Go>ein-

ments We deplore the consequent loss of revenue, and the fail-

rn'lo make provision for a systematic reforestation of the timber

"'^Wriled^getrs'elves to introduce a scientific forestry policy

having due regard to the future as well as to the present.

XIII

GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES.

We condemn the Liberal Government for failure to protect

riffhts of the people in regard to game and inland fisheries

^ We pSg^otirselves to return to tbe policy which prevailed in

our early history, of preserving to the people, sporting and fishing

StB^n aJl for/ets and streams throughout the wild lands in the

Province.
^^^

EDUCATION

We lay it down as a guidins principle that it is a first duty of

Government in regard to ed.ioation to provide good common schools

the



10

lliat will assure to every boy and girl of the Province thoroagb
training in the piactioal subjects of learning. It is notorious that
at present owing to the scarcity of competent teachers there are a
large number of rural school sections in which the school bouses are
dosed aud the children growing up without the advantages of a
common school training ; while in others in consequence of lack of
tho.oughness due to the over-loaded and badly planned curriculum
of study, the pupils arc receiving most imperfect and incomplete in-
struction.

Effective steps should be taken to abate and remedy these
grievances by

:

1. Increasing the Government grants to teachers, so as to at-

tract more terchers to the work and ensure a greater degree of per-
manence In the profession.

2. Securing a fuller degree of co-o|)eration between the De-
partment of Education and our Provincial Colleges so as to en
courage College students and graduates to undertake the work o'
public school teachers.

3. Taking effective steps to provide children of school age
with school books at a minimum cost.

4. Reforming the school currioulum with a view lo improving
and simplifying the course of study to be followed in the ', ublic
schools and to adapt the same to the practical needs of the people.

XV
PUBLIC CHARITIES.

We denounce the present administration of public charitable
institutions on a partisan basis, not only prostituting an important
branch of the public service to political ends, but leading to gross
waste of the people's money and inefficient results; and we further
condemn the Government for its refusal to permit investigation in
to the management of the Victoria General Hospital

We are in favor of the maintenance of a Sanitarium for Tuber-
culosis and of extending its work by the erection of hospitals for ad-
vanced cases and the pushing of a general eamp:iign of education
against a disease responsible for more than 1000 deaths each yetr
of the young wage earners of this Province.

XVI
TEMPERANCE

This Convention neeply deplores the evils of intemperance and
recognizes that the only question is as to the most practic.il means
of remedying intemperance and securing permanent reform.

ir.-rliil'^ii"^'-
"-^"- '-' ''• ^ ''^- ...t— -. j.adtlt.w;.
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And anorecioUng the position quoted flom the conBtitution of

the l^miS.^ Snce -.^118 letter of Jnnc 25th to th.B Conven-

tion sSTt^at candidates of both parties will be asked to take a

-tand ind vidiiallv and that pioiiibition is not a party issue

Resolmn aVth^^ candictatcs of the Liberal Conservatn-J. Party

in ibrnext rolTncial contest are at Liberty to take an md.v.dua

,?nnd o^tte s'?bi^^^^^^
and that this 'Convention .8 of

ornt,n lliat as s^n as a sulUcient number of men in favor of pro-

hUmon are elect^ u.cmbers of the Local Legislaluic statutory cn-

aitmeTtTmb^b- ^1-"-"^ the Temperance A.liance must

follow.
^^,jj

HASTY AND SECRET LEGISLATION.

We denounce the evils of hasty and secret legislation and leg-

i8lation which usurps the proper authority and powers of mumc.pa ,

citv and town councils, which the Legislature under Liberal rule is

constantly passing; and we also <leclare against the growing P'««

Se of the influencing of legislation by professional lobbyists.

XVIII

LOCAL TAXATION.

The Liberal Goverements while claiming to administer the affairs

of the Province without resort to direct taxation, have not hesitated

to lesort to such taxation through the medium of the municipal

^°%Tovough investigation is required to see that the ratepayers

of the Citiel Towns and County Muncipalities are not burdened

with taxation, which should be borne by the Province or by any

dass of the community which is alone benefitted by the particular

object to which the funds raised are applied.

XIX

LITIGATION, OFFICIAL, FEES, Etc.

We believe that the lime has arrived when the cost of litigation

and the administration of estates of deceased persons should be in-

vestigatS, and such relief afforded as will protect the people from

'"•^ZThe Xltand, more adequate remuneration should be

oaid to persons attending Court as witnesses and jurors.

^ We declare that it is the duly of the Government, and partic-

ularly of the Attorney General's Department, to exercise strict sup-

ervision of the administration of crimina law by magistrates

throughout the Province ; and to compel returns from such magis-

tSand to make inspection of their work, and we further declare
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tbat the L'beral Government'i> indiscriminate nppointmeotB of magis-

trates and other officers for political purposes, instead of for per-

sonal fltncsB, ca"..- ior the strongest condemnation.

XX
INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT

We condemn the Government for their persistent neglect to en-

act legislation on the subject of independence of tiic legislature, and

declare that the law shoii'.d he amended so as to disqualify all per-

sons who are ofHicials of, and contractors with the Government, from

being elected to the House of Assembly, or appointed to the Legis-

lative Council or of holding scats in either House.

XXI

REPRESENTATION.
The present system of representation inaugurated half a century

ago has become grossly unfair to iai^e sections, which owing to in-

crease of populaticn arc at present inequitably represented. When
returned to power, we pledge ourselves to an equitable measure of

redistribution, which will, vk ithout depriving any of the Counties of

the representation which they at present enjoy, remedy this injust-

ice.

XX J [

REPRESENTATION AT OTTAWA
In view of the great development of the West and the standing

still of the population of Nova Scotia, there is danger that after the

decennial Dominion Census of IIM 1 Nova Scotia and the other

Maritime Provinces will lose part of their representation at Ottawa
The Liberal Conservative party pledges itself to endeavor to secure

an amendment to the British North America Act to prevent the

Nova Scotia representation at Ottawa falling below the present

number of eighteen.

I

•^'rrf^am ac'kdiHaai^ M,mi li^MiiMMMttiBiiil^ttUiriiMfib im




