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SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT
QUEBEC DIOCESAN COMMITTEE

SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE,

JANUARY, 1836.

THE two great objects of the Branch of the great Society
instituted here, of which we form a part, are the Diffusion
of Christian Knowledge, among all orders, and especially
among the poorer classes of Society, and the education of
the children of the labouring poor at our day schools,—
No Society can embrace designs more important. The dis-
tribution of the Word of God, which is ¢ able to make wise
unto Salvation, through faith in Christ Jesus,” is a work
in which the Christian cannot but consider it a privilege
to be engaged ; and the bringing up of the little ones of
our own communion, in the principles of the Church of
Christ, and imparting a portion of our wealth, to provide
them with the means, not only of gaining an honest liveli-
hood, but of themsclves perusing the Word of God, must
necessarily be an offering?acceptable to the Most High.

The Managing Committee of every Charitable Society,
it is believed, have cause to lament, that their exertions
are not always attended with a like degree of success.
Some years may be marked by a much greater progress
in the good work, than others : again, in others the seed
sown may have fallen apparently, by the way side.—But,
perhaps, this is only in appearance, it may not be the case
in reality ; and seasons in which, to the external senses of
men, there may appear almost nothing done, may yet
through the blessing of God, have been times distinguished
for important accessions of good. We are not always to
found our judgment upon what meets the eye, or conceive,
because the genmeral aspect of a country is barren and
unfruitful, that there are no spots which carefully cultivated,
bring forth fruit an hundred fold,
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The Committee to whom have been confided by you the
affairs of the Branch of the Society, now for seventeen years
established in this colony, do not preface their Annual
Report with these observations, to mitigate the rigor of any
remarks upon the small returns made for labours they may
have expended, They are persuaded that the exertions
made by them will be” looked upon even with too favoura-
ble an eye: and that even more credit will be given to
them than they are in justice entitled to receive. They find
cause to confess, that in surrendering an account of their
trust for the last twelve months: they might have enga-
ged more zealously in the honorable task imposed upon
them. They feel they might have investigated with a more
scrutinizing eye the wants, and inquired into the spiritual
condition of the different portions of the community ; and
have done more than they have done to dispel, by the intro-
duction of the beams of gospel light, that ignorace which in
the streets of this metropolis, as in every other place,
produces only profligacy, wretchedness, and misery,

The Committee think it of consequence to call the parti-
cular attention of this Meeting to a fact which operates
greatly to the disadvantage of the Society, as far as the sales
of works published by itare concerned. They allude to an
opinion which they fear has gained more ground than it
is entitled to; that the publications of the Society are defi
cient in spirituality and interest, [t is very possible, that in
some of the Tracts there may be found passages which need
amendment. But the Committee are assured that, taking
the publications of this Venerable Institution as a whole,
they venture to say they will be found not unequal to those
of any of the benevolent Societies of christians, who send
forth these little messengers to awaken and convince.

In the Publications of the Society, are comprised the
works of some of the brightest ornaments of the Protestant
Church—as Bishops Bradford, Newton, Patrick, Secker,
Jeremy Taylor, Wilson, Tillotson and a host of other
bright and shining lights of the Church of England, who
have long since gone to their rest: while of those of more
modern times, the works of Porteous, Paley, Bloomfield,
Faber, Mant, Basil Woodd, and Heber may be enumerated.
It may be well to state here, that with the view of giving
every satisfaction, and of answering the objections brought
against them, the Parent Society in 1834, appointed a
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Standing Committee, whose business jt should be to consider

the objections made to any of their publications, and to
report upon the same.

The foilowing extract from a letter of the Committee,
addressed to the Secretaries of District Committees, may
serve to show, that with every disposition to remove all
well founded ohjections, no change will be made, till after
the maturest deliberation. The words are as follows : —
“ You will readily perceive, by the tenor of these proceed-
* ings, that although the Society is perfectly willing to
“ examine into the truth, of any charges which may be
““ brought against its publications ; it is not disposed to
‘“ yield to unreasonable objections, nor to give up those
¢ principles of sound doctrine, which it has so long main-
“ tained. And the Members may be assured, that in
“ recommending any improvement which may be neces-
¢ sary, in order to adapt its operations to the circumstances
of the times, the Standing Committee will be most
anxious to maintain unchanged the character of the
Society, as an Institation formed for the purpose of
promoting sound religious knowledge, according to the
“ doctrine and discipline of the Churel, of England.”

(13
113
(11
14

Previous to entering upon a detailed account of thejr
proceedings, the Committee pursuing the course adopted
on former occasions, will notice first the state of the Parent
Society, which they rejoice in being able to say, is most
flourishing, both in regard to the augmentation of jts
income, and the encreased circulation of its publications,
from the account contained in the last Report received here,
it appears that the annual income of the Society, exceeds
£74,000, the increase for the year being £3000. The
books circulated, are stated to be, including the Saturday
Magazine, 5,163,929, exclusive of the Saturday Magagine,
the issues in Bibles, Testaments, Prayer, and other books,
have been 2,161,193, which is an increase of 72,000, on
the year preceding.—Such a statement, can hardly be read
without exciting grateful feelings in the breasts of all who
name the name of Christ, and are zealous for the advance-
ment of true religion. It is the most convincing evidence,
that the support experienced, is not that only which springs
from an arm of flesh, but, that the unseen power of the
Almighty, exerts itself in behalf of this great engine, for
the diffusion of the Scriptures of truth, producing results,
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the exalted nature of which, can only be fully appreciated
by those who are led through the knowledge of the Word
of Salvation, to rest their hope on Him to whom they point,
who is the “ Way, the Truth, and the Life.” It isa
statement highly satisfactory, in another point of view,
because it proves that our beloved Church, with whose
interests this Society is closely connected, even amidst
its bitterest storms of persecution, raised by nominal pro-
fessors, as well as by her avowed opponents, gains ground
in the affections of the people presaging the truth, that the
hour of trial will make no difference in the conduct of
those who, at her fonts, have been enrolled under the
banner of Christ ; and that her sons will continue to come
forth in her support, and with the blessing of God, uphold

her among the nations as the guardian and dispenser of
Gospel Truth.

- The Committee have now to lay before the Meeting, an
account of their proceedings since the date of the last
Report.  And first, the actual state of the Branch
Repositories established in the summer of 1834, claim
attention. 1t was in contemplation at one time to establish
five of these depdts for books: one in the Upper Town,
one in St, John Suburbs, one in St, Rochs, one in the Lower
Town, and one at Pres-de-Ville.—Three only, however,
have been put into operation : one in the Lower Town, at
Mr. Wheatley’s Book Store ; one in St. Rochs, at Mrs, Mar-
shall’s ; and one at Pres-de-Ville, in the School Room,
under the Mariner’s Chapel. It is the opinion of the
Committee, that under present circumstances, this number
will be sufficient. The Committee have reason to believe,
that some good will be effected by these Branch Reposite
ories, and will give every attention in their power to render
them as efficient and advantageous as possible,

The following is a statement of the issues from the
Central Repository, at the National School-house, from
the 16th January, 1835, to the 15th January, in this year :—

L RS R
Testaments,.......... 32
Prayer Books,........, 152
Bound Books,........ 358
i SEROPRIRURTNY
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The amount of sales at the Branch Re
Marshall’s, St. l{oqll, is £2 17s, 5d.

1 leS,.........-...

pository, at Mrs,
» cComprising

Coramon Prayers,....... 16
Bound Books, ,....... . 6
Tl‘aCtS,............... 4{'

Totul,............. 68

-

The amount of sales at the Repository daring the above
period, is £89 9s, 6fd.—The Bishop of Quebec, has as usual,
been our largest purchaser, and is now jn debt to the Com-
Mittee, in the sum of £46 Is. 41d.—I¢ appears, that the sales
for the year, have been £42 less than those of last year ; and
that a large decrease in the number of Books and Tracts
sold, of nearly 2000 Books and Tracts, has taken place.—
It would be difficult to account for this circumstance,
which, in a certain degree, is discouraging ; it is a fact
however, which, while it calls forth enquiry, should ope-
rate as a stimulous to exertion, on the partofall concerned
in the welfare of the Institution,

The Resident Clergy have distributed Bools (procured
by a grant of the Committee,) to the poor and sick in the
hospitals, gaol, and at their houses; and three special
grants of Books have been made, one to the Rey, J, Coch-
ran late of St. John’s, for distribution ; another to Mr,
Turner, Catechist at Bourg Louis ; and a third to the
Orphan Asylum of the Chapel of the Holy Trinity; each
however, to a very limited amount, By the Bishop’s order
some Books have been sent to the District of Gaspé, to two
of the Catechists employed there, amount £3 12s.-114d.
A large parcel to Williamsburg Upper Canada, amount £8
125. 4d. ; and a few to the Rev. My, Knight of the Town-
ship of Frampton. The National Schools have been
supplied with such books gs were required in those instity-
tions, and also the Sunday Schools of the Cathedral, the
Chapel of the Holy Trinity, and St, Peter’s Chapel ;
also the Female Orphan Asyiy ", in connection with

the Parish Church ; it does ~ 1ot appear that the two

other Sunday Schools in cennection with the Church of
England have obtained either Bibles, or other Books from
us.  The stock at present on hand is tolerably large, but as
it appears that there s a deficiency of some of the Books

B
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most indemand, it will be necessaryshortly tosend for a limit.
edsupply. In August last, two cases of Books were received
at the Repository, from the Pavent Society, value £97 11s.
9d. sterling, comprising 2133 Books and Tracts, amongst
which are several added to the Catalogue of the Society
within the last three years; and it appears that the Con.
mittee is now indebted for books, in the large sum of £989
19s. 5d. sterling—to meet which there is in the Treasurer’s
BB s 0 coneraneneos s ceerreciinee s £2I18 5 7
Owing to the Committee by Treasurer of g

the National Schools, v vnes v es ... e 250 0 O

And outstanding debts, s e, yo,. .. cieeee 108 15 12

—

Mukinginull...................... - 577 o 8%

Of the outstanding debts it is niuch to be feared that only
a part will be obtained.

The Committee have very little to say respecting the
National Schools, under their auspices. They have no
reason to be dissatisfied with the progress of the chiidren ;
but regret much, that from one cause or another, there has
been a diminution in the numbers in attendance. The
admissions for the vear, dating from the last teport, are
157—the number on the Books 207—and the average daily
attendance 166. The number of children who have
benefitted by the Establishment since 1819, is 6082.—
Mr. Dunbar Jameson, the last master of the National
School, resigned bis office on the Ist July last, when Mr.,
W. Morris, formerly master of the British and Canadian
School, in St. Roch Suburbs, was engaged in his place,—
Mr. Morris will reccive a salary of £100 currency, a year,
and in addition, the fuel necessary for his apartments, will
be paid for, sut of the funds of 1he School. The Committee
are happy in being able to state, that they feel themselves
fortunate in having secured the services of so experienced
a teacher.

The difliculiies which this Branch of the lnstitution has
had to contend with, in consequence of the want of the
usual  allowance fiom Government, withheld from
them for the last two years, have been of the most
discouraging nature. There were no funds to make
the necessary repairs to the building, and to procure fuel
for the Schools ; much less to pay the master and mistress
the amount of what was Justly due to them. Several
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Society,
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expedients were tried, to procure an augmentation to ¢le
funds of the Institution, but little o nothing could be
obtained by means of subscription ; the only possible way
of keeping up these Establishments was, that of borrowing
money which would have been easy, provided the School
funds could have paid the interest upon the sum borrowed,
The Committee, under these circumstances, judged it
expedient, to make two further luans to the School, of
£G4 17s. 5d.—and another loan has since been made, to pay
the half years salaries due on the first of this month.

The Annual Public Examiuation of the two Schools,
which generally takes plice at Christmus

y Was not made as
usual previcas to the

last vacation, ow ing to a fever of a
malignant nature, having broken out among the inmates of
the Female Orphan Asylum, who occupy the upper part of
the School House. It was ound necessary to remove the
diseased children into the Girls School Room, in order to
prevent risk to the rest of the orphans, to which otherwise
they would have been imwinently exposed. It is with
regret that the Committee learn that the matron and one
of the orphans have fallen victims to the disease, The
Anuual Christmas Dinner Was not given this year, owing to
the same distressing causc, but it is hoped that this interes-
ting annual spectacle, so gratifying to the feelings of all,
may vet be exhibited within the ensuing twelve months,
The Committee before they conclude, feel themselves
called upon to notice the very kind manner in which the

Resolution passed at the Just Annual Meeting, requesting
the Bishop of Vermont to preach the Annua) Sermon, in

aid of the Society, was immediately complied withj it s
the first instance of a Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in the neighbonring states, having officiated on a
similar occasion, The appeal to the congregation both at the
morning and evening services, was such, that a large and
Very seasonable collection was made, which in particular
partiaily relieved the pressing wants of the School.

With this detailed account of their proceedings, the
Committee close theijr Report. They call upon all to come
forward, in the dissemination of the Seriptures, and in
pPlacing in the hands of the people, the materials of religious
aund usefyl knowledge, furnished in the publications of the
This Institution has claims particularly upon
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the members of the Church of England ; let them not be
backward in support of their own Institution. If there
has been any lukewarmness, any want of exertion hitherto
1nifested, let it exist no longer, let the active personal
ticus of the members be re-doubled, to procure for jt
Support it requires, and may the Giver of every perfect
iity shed down upon the Society his blessing, destitute of
which, their labours will never be crowned with success,

E. W, SEWELL,
Secretary,
Quebec, 28th January, 1836,
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N. B.=The persons whose names are marked with an asterisk, are absent from
) the Province, in England or elsewhere,
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At £1 5s. each.
His Excellency the Right Hon, | Toglor, Rev. J, & o+ o . & § 0
the Earl of Gosford, . . , £1 5 0| Fisher, J. C. Esquire, L.L.D. 1 5 ¢
" His Excellency Lord Aylmer 1 5 0 | Geo J. Esquire, s »2 8P The
* The Right Hon. the Earl of | * Glege, Col. . , . 1 5 0 "
Dalhousie, G. C. B. ., . .1 5 0| Gore, Hon. Col. . . 1 5 0 The
* SirJames Kempt, G. C. B. 15 0 “ Giles, Mr, John o 9 @ 1 5 ¢ | |
‘The Hon. Chief Justice Sewell 1 9 0 | Hudson, Rev. Joseph M. A, 1 &5 ¢ i » T
The Lord Bishop of Quebec, 1 5 0| Hale, Hon. J. . . o 1 8 0 »
¥ Adams, D.A.C.G. . . .1 5 0 | Hamilton, G Esquire, |, 1 5 0 i The
* Arabin, Captain R. A, . 15 0 ‘ Henderson, William Esquire, , 1 5 ¢ ¢ Antre
Aylwin, C. F. Esquire, . .1 5 0| Heriot, Col. A. D, C, , , 1 5 0 | Arch
Aylwin, T, C, Eesqrs . & 1 5 0| Hunt,Mr,J. ., . . . 1 5 0 ' { ¢ Aviw
Bourne, C. S, Esqr. . , .1 5 o [ Hout, Mr, T y 9.0 4 o1 B O : Badd
* Bayley, Coptain R.A. . .1 5 0 [ Irvine, G. Esquire, R | Burtc
Bell, Hlon. Matthew . 5 ! 5 0 |Jackson, Rev, C. (Hatley) ,1 5 o { (‘;""l
Bowen, Hon. Mr. Justice «1 5 0 |Johnsion, Rev. T, ¢ +» 92 01 8 0O ‘ “:IT;H
* Bowers, Com. Genl. D.A. 1 5 0 [ Jones, J, Junr. Esquire, 1 5 0 ! (‘;""'I
Burrage, Rev. R. R. . . . + 4 O 0 J’.'nk‘.ll S.J. I Rev, . 1 5 ¢ ; * (a
Campbell, A. Esquire, . , .1 5 0 | LeMesurier, H. Esquire, 1 5 0 | Cochi
Campbell, J. S. Esquire, I 5 0 I * Lethbridge, Lieut. R. E. 1 5 0 ! * Cof
* Craig, Lieut. Col, 1 50 [ ¥ Luxmore, Lieut. R.E. ., .1 5 0 * Cowa
Cary, Br. T, . o . o . .1 5 0/ Mackie, Mp, + *,1 80 Cutht
Chandler, Captain (Nicolet) . 1 & 0| McTavish, W. Esqr. . 1 5 0 * Cre
Cochran, Hon. A, W, , ., .1 5 o * Melliish, Caprain 1.5 9 * Ma
* Cockburn,Lieut. R A. . .1 5 0 ison, Mr, ; . +1 8 0 " p Noei
Codman, Mr. . , ., «1 5 0| Mountin, MissA. ., . || 5 0 Iy
Cowan,Mr. H. . , . . |1 5 0 | Mouutnin, Ven. Archdeacon 1 5 ¢ * Dur
* Darling, Major General . .1 5 0| * Nicol, Col. (66th Regt.) 1 5 0 Patey
* Douglass, Col. (79th Regt.) . 1 5 0} Nicols, Col. R. E. ' s 1 5 0 Hlum"
* Dunn, Coptain . , . + 1.5 0] Penn, R, Esquire, " ¢ «4 B @ | (n'ureb
* Durnford, Col R. E. . 1 5 0| Peniston, Richard Esquire, 1 50 | Hals.
Eliot, Lieut. Col. . . . , .1 5 0/ P zer, George Esquire, 1 5 0 ‘ H:)r-;t"r
Fletcher, Hon, Mr. Justice 1 5 0] Price, William Esquire, .1 5 0 ]rvil;c‘
Freer, Noah Esquire, . 1 5 0| Thomson, 7. H.Esq.D.A.C.G. 1 5 * Kenne
* Fourneaux, Lieut. R. N. «1 & 0| Trigge, T. Esquire, " 1 8 0 * Law
Routh, Commissary General . 1 5 0 | * Wanton, J. A. Esquire, 150 f indee
Ryland, Hon. HL'W. , , .1 5 0 | * West, Lieut. R, E. s  «1 5.0 \‘](ll':l‘).
Sewell, Mr. Sheriff 1 5 0 Wood, Rev.8.8. . ", /159 i
Sewell, Rev. E. W, . ., 1 5 0| Wood,R. Esquire, » . .1 5 0
Sheppard, W. Esqr(Woodfield)l 5 0 |+ Wulfi, Lieut. R. E. . 1 50
Smith, Hon, W. ., . . 1 5 0| Wurele, J. Esquire, «d 8 0
Stewart, Hon. John . , . .1 5 0| * Yorke, Lieutenant Colonel .1 5 0
* Stickney, ~—D, A. C. . .1 5 0 | * Younge, Major (791h Regt.) 1 5 0
Symes,R. Esquire, . ., , .1 5 0
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At 12s. 6d. each
Atkins, Mr. T. . . +£012 6| Jennings, D, A. C, G. Gen. 0 12 6
Cary, 7. Esquire. . - 012 6| Maxham, Mr, W. ., o 012 6
Chambers, Mr. R. ’ «012 6 .\lunh?r\'nh.r( Mrs, . » 012 6
Chapman, Mr. G, . . « 012 6 lmk'\rln, Mr. John . « 012 6
Collins, Mr. H, S " - 012 6 | Robertson, Mr James 012 6
Cowan, Mr.W, . . « 012 6| Thomas, F. T, Esquire, . 012 6
Grasett, Mrs. . . 012 6 Ihnn(un. Mr. W, ’ .012 6
Horseman, Dr, . . 012 6 Whitney, Mr. J. . . 012 6
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Antrobus, E, W, Esquir 0
Archi Imul Re ‘v("‘( nd (1. s +83
Ayiwin, Mrs. C, F. . s B
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H'n s Jo Es qune . s 58
umpupll \Iru Js " . 0
Campbell, Mrs ,\. s « 0
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* Garden, Captain o %
Cochran, Mrs. . . o 0
* Coffin, Mrs. * . . 0
Cowan, Mv. W, , $ o 2 ¥
Cuthbert, Miss " .
* Craig, !, eutenant (,nlonel . 0

* Maitl mu Honorable Colonel 0
I'mwnc Mrs. . o . 0

])nm, Captain . . |
* Durnford, Colonel . 0
Forsyth, H. G. . . . 0
George, Miss ¢ o+ 40
Gore, Manley Esquire % o8

Heie, Jeffrey E,qum. . . 0
Huhenmn Dr. . « 0
Irvine, Mrs, F . s o0
l\enneuy, Mrs. : 1

* Lawrence, J. Esq. ”mlﬂnd, 1
Lindsay, W, o 5
Mariin, Miss . . o 0
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| Mills, Mrs. " ‘- % L'ﬂ
0 | Mountain, Mrs. G. ‘ 1
0 | Mountain, Mrs. M, A. . . H
0 f * Nichol, Colonel (tu ]um a1
0 ‘ Pointer, Mrs. . 0
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0 [ * Pemberton, Miss . .
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0 | Reeves, Mr, . 1
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0 ( Sewell, Miss . . . 0
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3 | Sheppard, "h-; . .
0 ' Smith, Mr‘* . . |
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DONATIONS WITHIN THE LAST YEAR.

His Excellency Lord Gosford, £2 10 0 | A. Campbell, Esqr.

Sir Charles Gray, . o« o 9 0| H. Gowen, Esqr.

Sir George Gipps, . . 5 0| Charles Poole,M, D.
Frederick Elliot, Esqr. . 10 0 [ T. Thomeon, Esqr.
Hon. A. W, Cochran, . 0 0W.S. Sewell, Esqr. ..
James H. Kerr, Esqr. . . 0| W. G. Manley, Esqr,

J. Skey, M. D. ; . . 0| C.R. Ogden, Esqr.

E. Burroughs, Esqr. . . J. Leaycraft, Esqr, .
J. G. Irvine, Esqr. . . 0| Cash, . . .
W. Perry, Esqr. . . . Cash, . . "
James Rodger, Esqr. . . L. 8. McPherson, Esqr. .
R. P. Ross, Esqr. Tl ¢ G. Pemberton, Esqr

J. G. Heath, Esqr. . 5 { J. Bonner, Esqr.

N. Freer, Espr. . i . { W. Phillips, Esqr.

H. LeMesurier, Esqr, | Cash, o .
FJLSmmLEmn . 5 3| Col. Nicol, .
William Patton, Esqr. ; Mrs. Davies, . .
J. P. Burnet, Esqr. % C. 8. Bourne, Esqr.
Honble, J. Stuart, . o 5 | A.J. Maxham, Esqr.
W. Price, Esqr, . . ; | W. D. Dupont, Esqr. ,
W. Bristow, Esqr. ] . | Charles Swart, Esqr.
J. Denholm, Esgr. o . W. Sheppard, Esqr. .
Forsyth, Walker & Co. . Atkinson, Usborne & Co,
Hon. Charles Gore, J. Grainger, Esqr,

G Pozer, Esqr. ‘ . Mr. Gaseu, Esqr. .
Captain Wright R, E. 2 T. A. Stayner, Esqr.

B. Tremain, Esqr. Rev. J. Lockart, .

Jas. Hamilton, Esqr. 3 Lieut. Gordon, R. E.
Mr. W. Cowan, . 3 | Captain Baddeley,

Mr. James Hunt, X John Lane, Esqr.

Mr. Richard Goldsworthy, . 5 D. Daly, Esqr.

Mr. R. Roberts, . . Y W. Newton, Esqr.

A Friend, ‘ . 5 . F. Randolf Esqr.

J. Coffin. Esqr. Lieut. Col. Godby,

J. Jones, Eeqr. . Mr. Seaton,

J. M. Fraser, Esqr. Thomas Frost,

Rev. H. Vachell, Charles Blanchet,

Revd. W. Anderson, H. Scott, .

Capt. Bayfield. . Cash, .

S, Walcott, Esqr, Cash, M. B. i

| J. R. Eckart, Mr,
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