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What is the Matter with England?

CRITICISM AND A REPLY

By Sif GILBERT PARKER, Ban., M.P.

.l<ie|.tl,,,„ ,vl,„l, ,m,.v I... ,-.„„l,.n,, s lollnv,,
'

'"''"'

„„,.,
'"" "'" "" ''•"1"- I "l"r.» Mie „„l >t,u„K for th.

ckwiuil ill iinswfiin/f
(;!) Why are your ,il,l,.-lKMli,.,l „„.n »n h,

lliHir riMiiitiv siiill In 111., iiiloursi-

Lei mo liepiii KJtli Drink

nliolp.oninmnily. "* "ll^-orMl.t on the

(77461
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rilf iTiMKliriK ill->ll)rHlifltl lit \\;tl lllls lltnilKiH lllir\ |k'i tt<f) t'lim-

iii>t- into 111*' iiiH'kft* lit l)ii!< ^liiidiiii, v\liiilt ifpn-ot'iito iihiMi) li'ii

fit h\fl\<- jH'i rcnl. lit tlit> wlmlf. ami tlii' liiniii>,\ luco unrtt- kImti> it

ttiiiilil iil'vuv-% liiiM' KiMif. ^Iiim! IiuiI ii i)r*>ri tiiitlirtiiiiiritf. Ilu'ic

is iKi ilittiT«'iin' III will lii'ii', niil\ in o|f|i(irtiiiiit,\ .

" lint ' hoti:iiitf '

fiilK hn'ii nfr tinioni/ thr irnif:nuf-ilii.f.'i * m
if*iiinil," it

' '•iiiil liy till- i-ittii .
]»iivittf hihI jniiiiiiiliotir

Wi'll, llif otiiiMiliiH of WHY iiiti'ii.'«iht>« all |ta'»i(Mi'>, tfciiiil ami
IiikI. Ill lirm- u* war all ix abniiiinal. All viitiit-^ iirr iiilfM''iti«-il

anil, till iIm- im-vitahli' li-vt'l is tiiiiml. \ ii •« ajoo iim' umlitl

i-nipliasi/ril. It i'- niilv iiatillal lliat uai ^liuitlil nil) < nl lim

ii|ili(isitf> in tiitlt'i iii'tiiih tlian io pii^oililr In |M-a<r: olioiilil ilii >

lill llic hi'tiiM >.|iiiit leavens ail lliiit i> ilnm- ami said; til) |>iiii'

patriot ism pMs>«csf> in siiliit- (U'^tt't> all vat ii'tif- nt mi ml a nil

rlitnarltT.

• W h„f au », <lnHi!, „h-H,l tin:. ,h,,ll, f.iU
"

Well. ilo i-tiii- was the must Iniiriiii^^ qiieolimi ni pail> politii.--

ill liim> nt peai-e, liiit >iiirc tl)t> Itf^^inniti^ nl tlit' uai miliiiarx

pnlilii'iil rnntrnvi'l'Hit's lia^t> cfasfd ami liex\ lili-tlinils rii-i-t'<«niii\ til

tlif niniiH'ni lia\<' liiM-ri ailnpteil tor minintisiii^r die r\il. It iiiuoi

lif ii'MU'iiilMMfil tli:i1 any •.piisinnil ir im-rfiise nt ilriiik wliii-li tlit-rc

riia,\ l)t> in ati\ pal I irillar di.sl rirt i^ not iliie tn \ iriuiis iijli-iirss uml
M'll-iiicliil^M'hrf. Ilinii^li ill a small de^nfe that ma,\ pt:i\ it<. part.

Sniiic nl tilt' licavicst drinkers, slraii^^e tn ^.ay, an- tlie liaideMt

Hnrki'i>; arc iiit'ii who toil every day in the wt-ek and put

tniward .ill till' "lirrjfy tliey liave. (iieat exlia list it.li tnllows; tliey

r.'vi.rl tn drink In ]miII tliV j In tin nial: ami iiidiappilv

.

it sends lliem Inr tlie iiiniiii-u. lieynml the iinrmal. with a rnrre>-

pnmliliy- M'artinii. U\ei-vvni'k. ill a vast iniiiilier nt ra>es, is tlie

raiise nt extiii ijiinkiiiy. sad as it is. The ( iiiveinmelit . Imwever.

)iaM> lit'i'ii I'omprlli'd In deal with all i asr- (if exte-^siM- drinkili^*^

.(•veiely. Ijin-al aiillmiily is ^fiveii. under a law passed in the

present I'arlianient. tn inflirt puniHlimeiit trir nejfleet of work
thrnii<.')i drink, ami Im-al autlmrities iiave sterniy imposed fines

for idleness due tn nver-indiil}fenre. ni' fni idleness due to an,\

other cause. A iiinral evil eannnt. nf roiirse, he suppressed sud-

denly hy law. hut the had etfert* nt this mnrai evil are heinjr te-

dilced. first liy siilular.\ putiishnienl. and sHcniidly hy the fai-t that

the wnrkiiien themstdvi'-. nver-exiited at first Iiy the war and all its

horrors. jniii. heiiiuseot it, flyiiiy^ to imnxiraiits. are lepiininy their

normal conditinii. 'I'liev are now exliihitin^ im mnre sell'.indul-

Weiice than wmild he Iniind in .my nther rnmiMUnity where wa^es

had -.lid 'Illy nearly dnnhlrd in a yre;:! many tiades, and earners
1."

had lint adjusted their smi.il pnsitinn jK-iiudin^rly . nr raised their
nf -tiindard of liviiijr. hut liad nioiiieiitar' v expended the surplus in

nil. pleasure. It is, however, a y:ross mi.srepresentatioii to say thai

11(1 (ir-at Britain is driinki-n, in the >en,se that her critics in some (d

ire the neulral cnuntries the !'nited Stifes included have declared
ill! her to be. A percertaffe nt the work* t may la- unjiatrintic in not
T.V uraspinj. their nwn individual rcsttnn-.iliiliiy wliere the naiinn'w

!" ! safety and -.ecutity arc at sljike. hut the vast majority hiive it

1..- 1 LMave vie" nf what they simuld dn and how they should aft il)

til nalinn s. and their nwn. time of trnuble.
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111"' "' I I -Illil".l1 ill,..- .,lll, „l .11,1, .11, ,,„ l.,„,l .,,

"••II ll> Cll «.',1.

• H'/„il l„i,; „, ,1.,, ,, ,..,,/., f„,.i ,,,,, U',. I, .,,.,„ .

111, jiMi.v III :|.iiiiii mil
I ,,,, .|.,;,,i,K ,,.,, ,,,,,,,, ., Ill,,,, .,.^

tiiii' II l,i,il> ,,1 „„. ,||,. „,„|.| I,,,, ,,,.„ ,,", „,.,. \
llll-l'IWl llll. -nil!. .,, |'',,.,|.,|,

I, I';. I,,,,.,. „|,,, |,,„,„. ,i|. ,,||„i,..
Ill llll' «lirll llll. ,l,.,l;,,,,i. W.. |,.n,. ,|,„|,i|,|„.,| ,„„ ,|,„.|i„„
lit iniliiili. rii'inlv llii,,, ImumI,, ,ll,,|,|. ,i,i,| „,• m,. i.,l<ii,^ ,|,.,,,

'" iii'illipl.v It riiiiii.v liiii.- I, . T.. k,,'|, Il ,|iiip„„.„l nl ,1111

'"" •',''"> "''l™"'"! Il l.iiiliiim- ,i„,,n.,. i„ ,1. |„.,„„„i,.| „„„|,|
liuvi' Ihm'ii iin|»is.il,l., i„ „„( ,1,,,.: Iml. i,,, ., ,1,,. 1„ ai„„i,i^,, ,t „„,
niTiwiily In iiliii,. nil, i, ,,.,., „, ||,,. i|i,|,|„„| ,,, „,||. .,||j,., ,„
Wl'll. (JlTlllllMv's Sihi.l,-! |,|,l,i,|,.,|,,,,. ,.|,;,|,|,.|| I,,,, „,|,|i,,« |„

'"•>n>y ->' lit III., liii.-l ,|,„ilal,l ,„illi.lii.,l ,,.,il,,.. „| l.',,.„,.|,

luiiiliMs „,„| Itiis-iiii, i,„,l: .,,,,1 \v„i,l,vi,li, ..>|„ (|i,.|,| „„,|
Itniiiiiicliiini liiivi- li:i,l I .„!(,. i,v,., III,. vv„,K „| |,i||,, ,,,1,1 |,|„|^
Anil yiM, III III,, pri.si.iil n, I |,i„m il i, ,-,.,l.,i„ i|,„, «,. vl,i,i'l

i-l-e liintt iiriiilui'i. ..111,11^1, I,. Mipply -rlv,.. :,,i,l I,, ^iv,. hi,.||„,|
I,..||l 111 lllir ;,l|i,., ||,;,|. {„ 1.1,1. '„,, ,1||,|' |,,,.,|,;,„|

I „,,p„„
till' liiTllliiM -iippl.v ,,l ii,,i„ili,,|i. iliiiih, ,. ,„.x| p|„ ,1 III,,

wi,r. With lii,,,. 1,11 ,,„i Mil,.. »i. .|k,II pi,, ,|ii,i| I,, t|,i, rfi^r|,„ti,
liisk; liiit wi. i.ii.iiiil pi.|'l,,i'iii ii,ii.|,|.| \M,iiI,l !,;,«. li|.,.|, „
lllilMlll. il «,. Ililll Ii.i, I Iiili„„s ,. -Il |„, Il „..xp,.,l,.,'|

ili'liiiiiiil. Ill -pit,. 1,1 1,11 »,,.pli,i,ii, w,. Ii.,v,. ,I,,>„. )ji,.,|1v ir
tllllli IIli(?llt M.;i-n||;,l,I_v l,;,Vt. I.p,-,, ,..\ p,.,.|,.,|

,

" //,(/ irlult ,il.,.,il 'll„il 1,1,1 Kil, },,„,,' „rm,i ../ ,;„„,,.' Tl„
llirm,iiis >„!i ,1 I, l,l„ff. Ill, n ,iss, ,1 ,,,„:,, ill II iliiii it ,, „ i„ii„ii„l
<;„i,„mii 1,1 11,111111,,,, i,,„ii „,ili„il „l iiiiii,,!,,,,,. 1,1,,, I ,i„i, /,„,.. „„
//II7I t,i l,,iutUf them."

lilli-killi; ill liicn'r .\ lii,., I, i,i 1,., iiiiliii;; - \n i,.j,i,i;,(.l, ,niil,l
111. lUlin. Iiuliiriiu.ly llli,l,..|.|\..,l iiikI 111 \i,,i;,ii,,. ,vit|, ||„. f,„.|.

Till. .i.ll-KOvi.niiiiK l)oi„iniiiii. iilim,., ,villi ih,.,, spiir.i. pnpiiln-
tinii., Iiiivi. triiiiii.il or im. iniiniiii; :|.',ll,llllli „i,.i,_ „„,. |,,ii,i|r,.,l

tliniiBaiiil miiri' tli,iii llii. Iiilnl str,.|i)jlli iif tl,,. Hritisli .I.Tiiiliii"

iinii.v li.\-.liiiliiiK 111,. r,..,.ivi.sl at tlii. iiiillir,.|ik nf war. Ami llir
prnpmliiii, of ,.|ili.|iii,.M|.. a liir mir Imnii' l,o|iiilalioii lias lii-,<ii

iiiuili liifilii.r. Tl„. iiiiiili-aliii.i.il mi \v,.r,. tl„. fir.sl to voliii,li.,.i

fri.,-ly. \vl„.|i till. iii.«s laliii. Iliat tlii. (i,.iii,iiii iiivail,.|. I, ail

iiatt,.|i,.|l iln« M I(,.|!.Maii iiiim.v.. Ii, )i,.|i.li in llni, pil. at Cliai liToi.
Men ,.|io,ittl, liiv tivi. liattalioiis pr,.seiiti.il tlii.iii.i.|vi.. wilhin a

• Tlie American War CorrpHpoiident renresentiai; tlif Prr«. of th,. r,iite,i
Slate" at the Front.

(77411) . .,
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mai'M.., iiiid uiinKiiii,.,!, Ik,,,. ,,nt thei, lives at their connfrv-s
d.»Iiosa , mid ,n. eithe,. H„.|,ti„j., „, |e„,„i„„. ,,„„, ,„ j, ,,, ^,, >^:^

liinnn.iit. tt wonhl h,. not far fin„, the tintll to sav tliat the vast

I'lahiolism
""" '""" ''"'"' "'"'' '"*' "•"' ''""' i""'-'-'^ ""!

jl7,,y h„.< !,,„„ ,,m,t S,„h,,, nffn,lr,. „erer iimh'rinlh^l oi,
nil' II f^tern fnmt?
Who de,.|a.ed offiiially thai we wer,. KoinR to undeil ite su.li

iind suih ofieralions at su, I, ai„l siudi a date!- It niav he aserihed
to a seetioii of the ISntisli pi,..s. speakili;; in its' hopefulness

I li^r as' wiiite,- when tliere „as sue ,il „„in.: and eertainlv
I may he a tiihuted to the (iermiin pn'ssat the present time, wliose
nilisparent ohjeet is to ,o„Kratnlate itself that our hypothetieal
:'^„", ,"" ,";,'!, ""* '". •'"^' '•"•'• '' ""' Supreme Comniand

'lound to • ulh th,. siriptnre" „( journnlists, and enemv
journalists to hoot :-

Loid Kitchener never promised an offensive in the Spring He
lu pt his own eounsel. as we would exfieit of aiiv Minister eharjred
with a pnhl,,. trust: and he is not likely to depart from that pnlu'v
lo Klatlfy the luriosity of the ivoild. He spoke of Mav as ,
inoinentous period. Fie said thai ihe war would reallv liecin in
.M.iy. Has it not lie,.ii sol' Have not th niies of all the
helli(;i.reiits jjaeally luereasi-d sime then, and have not the opera-
ions developed enormously:- It may he saiil that it has heeii
berniany s op,,ation« of altaek wliieh have so vastlv inereased
Innnted: Imt so have the op,.ratiniis of defeme increased pro-
Iioitionately,

\V,. ari. well ,-onlent with what onr troops and llieir From hand Itel^nan iniiirad,.s hav,. done and are doint; under their
appointed leaders. H.-twivii tli>.in lln.y ale hoIdiiiH- up and wear-
iila- down over -,111111.01)11 (i,.„||,|,is in the West, ami if there is
ittle that IS dramatie to reeord, it is hi.cause Ih,. (ieini-ins h ive
leeii Kiv.li 10,1 iiinsh a i,.| ,.,,tii,ii to k,.,.p „ h.monstral ion' in
l|i'il I'arlu.r style. Ihe eventual st,al,.„y in the West prolial.lv
liinees upon III,. , ompetilioii in mnnitions: hut afti.r all we ire
not eoniininK our i.nerKi,.s to the treii,h,.s of Hi-leinm and Fran.v
« hile the Germans aK making their eostlv " drives "

in Poland'
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„,,,,,, „„ ,1„.
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r, boats. ^''-'v^^v"''r''';;;';,^;™, ''"i" : :n:!- „..t„i.i

fleet was Ka.se,- ^^
'"'i'''^;,X,

'

' .' Vevvi e „f hui.a.e.ls ut

,„illio..s ol .lolhiis a.,,1 aliso.l. I "' /^ V^
„ ,„^,li^.il,l..
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'""1 .ui».i,rria«e. Ve .

^i
:;":,""'""""!' f 'li- ™n.se,„ent

l«."use we have d,i, e 1 , Tl,' 1 t'' "'w' '"'"""t'' "'"-selve,.

<".<s 1 liav.. |>nr« ,,,','',"
""i..''-'""

''"'"• '""' ''™"1
it A.ueri.a i, • iLlh ,,

| , f ;

'' '" """""';" I"""'' "* "'i-- l'"t

Jtriti.sl, |i,.„,,|,.-» spirir-il ilik,
",,''• •'!."' •"''•"'I'i'' -igu. nf the

'l""ll im- a ,„„„„„ .,,"„'"""" "- l"»t„r.v, I need mily
li.™t WarC " """1"^'"" "pen the re,.enl and .,e,.„nd

," la irlmt mti/
success? "

'I'lle sia-ci'ss of Ih

dir,rleviden,e,ifth,.d,.tern.inali,

"ver nn,|''''r'''"
''''" ^"''^'''I'l""- '" th,

Hoiiar»'';*;;,i,i;M;;io;Kii»^!^,;nrti;,.'zl;'V'''\'''T''''
1,''IIK),(HHI, teslifi.d to )r J V, .

'"''."ribers, namely,
conHdeu,; iu tiie i,i ,.

^'
^^

t";;'';;*'"" « -
" i- --.

Ibis eouutry at a time when e l( , / """ ""'''sP'-f"'' i"

tKiv.. damped the aXnr,:;;!!;;!!;,:
'''*'™* " '""'""^ "'«'"

It 1.S siKUificant that iu the number of iudividinl .„,„H rthe working ,.Ia.ssw bulked most laruel, Jtnt f

"'''''".'"""^



were is»ue.l. Kngkn,!. unlike (iermauy, .li.l ";' -^-'j.^e

vorl.l ovei-seu>., .mA u» u I.elliK.Teut iiiilH.ii ,,l«iiys l,a- I" "I"

Zv\i «su„i. ii-'";i>'--''VV''nT::n '"t

In, us i,. fn.-e o an a.lverse tva.le-lwUn.o. >mli a> cannot t.nul.le
oans 11. t.HP a 1

„„.,., 1,. ,,, ,„.|ili'il In'i (>v.'i>eas iciniineup.

';;;::;;;,:;' lint ir;;..:;;,^:' nm,. ti,,. n,a,.ti„i

-e.uriln.s on the wills ol its snli.KHs. .\„r .Incs l''"«''" '' ™'">

,,, ,,„„,,„„| l,..nefi, „t a „ninlH.l nt sp,.,,al «- '•;--
''•^;^,

,

„|,i,l, ll,e Darlfl.nskass,-,, an- nnl.v nn.' " >»i"'.v ""'1 O"^"' «

'

!,!!ue n.ifs nnl«Hk..,l In «nl.I to «,uil,l-l„. snhsniliers tn «a.

'°';7ls tnie, hnwevel-. that sinne special taeiUties we,. arrauKe^

1 -vni.i ,.vi,.ssive .alliiiK- 11 "I h"'"* in cnnnirtion Willi tin

vm Is o th Seioinl lilitish War Loan. Hnl ihe mil slate-

!;;:^"s relating Ihelein shnw thai i-;^"*-'
,;!; "jl; "l^,,;^:^

„|.en n, these l-^ilies .„... -;;;;-,-; l^ ^ ^J^^^:^,
;;i:;-3''i:'nt^he':::.;i::;:.t.sn,theh^^^

Kliglish joint-stoek hanks, inste.,1 nf kee,,n,e the whole of its

halanees with the llalik ot KllKhmil-
,. , ,

I, has neve, heel, ,hM>ie,l that the s,a eess nf 1 his Uvltls ,
loan

sl,o!v';i the ,.on«,lein.e nf lilitish people i„ the ,«s n-e ain^ «oo,

mosneets of their cause. It also slin«e<l clear e^nlen.e ot their

vi^r n lesnlution. It was th,. scninl war oan issued ,,

[.oiidoi an.l the cnntrast with th,. first n.ak -s tin. point dear

T 1 e ..nnn^h it was ottered a. a Letter rate nt "i7-l' .,^>;• „;«»'-

that the date of repavnient was not so near. The fiist loan «»»

sued whe the collapse at the M, nt the Oernian attack on

Pnris wa ill tiesh enoufth in me,rs minds to niake pea,-e seem

in Xlf tie second loan was issued wl .n the Hussian retrea

;: Sd made peace seen, a .natter
"V^7''%*^'; I 'onnloO

loan realised three thousand n„l lions o dollars
'f^;'"'"'"™

;'"';';;

airainst seventeen hundred nnllions of dollar (* ..lin.Onil.lKI li

.Mained hv the first, and the suc-ess of the fi,st loan was onb

, de possihU- hv ,lisp,oportinnatel.v h„Ke s„l,scr,pt,ons l.v ha,,ks

1 Cher l.ifr Cilv interests. These we,e almost as excess,^-

noportinn in th.. whole as were the snliscr.ptinns of -".-P™'^-

;„,; classes to the second (Serman War Loan. B„. while Gel-

, J'uv went t,on, had to wn.se in this ,espe,t, (ireat Hrita.ii rose

to flie oirasion. when tl xteni of the emergency was realised.

The memorahle success of the second British War I,oan was

ens, ed hv the fine e„er,-y and faith and loya ty of the ordtnary

.?ii,en and the devotion of his savings lo the national ,a«se

\Vhat clea,er sipn of resolution louldl.e asked than this ,neldent

in tiie histoiy ot a people's patriotism '-

Hn.^ Ennt"'"' I'ti'Hi'd hrr ,wrl with Ihr AU„-> in thi> wnr?

Her Xavv was her natural contrihution to any Rreat war Tt

,vas tn do tiie work ot preserving the overseas trade of her allies,

nf pieventil," the fleets nf helli(rereut nations from possessing the
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