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" CANADA LANCET,

A MOXTHLY JOURNAL OF

MEDICAL AND, SURGICAL SCIENCE.

You. III. JUNE, 1871. No. 10,

Oviginal Communications, -

CASE OF INVERTED UTERUS.

BY CHARLES WM. COVERNTON, M.D., M.R.C.S., ENG.,, VICE-PRESIDENT,
CQOLLEGE OF PHLYSICIANS, AND SURGLONS, ONTARIO.

Considering that a faithful record of failures would be of as much
importance and interest as a jubilant account of success in some un-
usual and consequently interesting case, I send you the particulars
of one that fortunately is known to the profession generally, more
from the description of specialists, than from observation,

1 had imagined that the case was probably the first for record in
Ontario ; yesterday, however, I was disabused of that idea, by my
fiend Dr Hayes handing me the March number of the Canada
i!(ediwl Journal, in which I notice three similar ones recorded by
Drs. Campbell, Godfrey and Thompson.  As these are included in a
perdod of little over three years, and occurred i Montreal, or its
mmediate vicinity, the question fairly arises whether inversion of the
uérus really is of the rare occurrence, ® 1s generally held to be.
Also whether an amount of moral courage equal to confession of
filure in diagnosis, as evinced by Dr. Campbell at the March mect-
ing of the Medico Chirurgical Society, would not lead many members
o our profession to record similar mistaken jibro:d tumors !
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On the 14th of last October, I received a telegram from Dr.
Stewan, of Port Dover, requesting me to repaur immediately to that
town for consultation in an urgent case. On my armval at his house,
1 was ‘nformed that the patient in guestion had been attended in her
second confinement, a week previously, by another medical mar,
and that on that morning, the husband had wllcd and requested Dr.
Stewart to meet this gentl in ¢ 1 Ui 1y, one
of the too frequent i mst'mccs of professional muunderstanding inter.
fered with this arrangement, and it was finally deaided that the first
gentleman sheuld retire, and Dr Stewart take the management of the
case  On visiting the patient he considered her condition so cntical
that he declined the sole responsibility fand requested that I should
be associated with him.

1 found the patent lying on her back, knees clevated, anvious,
pale, anemic face, pulse ranging between 130 and 140 1n the minute,
skin hot, abdumen greatly swollen, tympanitic and intensely tender to
the touch, discharge scunty, and highly offensive. I heaid that oo
the occasion «f her connnement there had been nothing unusual i
the duration or the severity of the labour pains, but that shortly afie
the removal of the placenta, the medical man had been called i from
an adjoming room to attend to her for sudden faintness, and mntense
pain. ‘These were the only particulars of the labour at that time,
made known to me. I diagnosed the case as one of puerpen!
peritoniis, and agreed with Dr. Stewart on the following treatment:

—B Pul opii, Quinia disulph & grs. 11, Pul Ipecac co, grs. 5
Ft. Pul This powder to be repeatedevery three or fourhours until suff-
ciently narcotized, then repeated at longer intervals, “Turpentice
stupes to be continued to the abdomen until shght vesication result:
ed, dict, beef essence, milk and brandy, and warm fiannels tothe vulva,
frequently changed. Visiting her the nett day, T found the pulst
slower, countenance less anxious, abdomen  slightly less tender and
tympanitic, but severely vesicated by turpentine , ordered a lage
pouitice of slippery elm, and treatment to be continued. I heard no
more of the case for su days, \\hen T received a telegram frora-Dr
Stewart req my diate e On visiting the Dr. before
tepairing to the patent’s house, I was informed that she had pro-
gressed very favourably until the previous eveming, when she con-
plained of great pelvic iness and sense of pressure, that he then
for the first tine made a vaginal examination, and found nearly filling
that canal, a-fim fibrous mass, concerning the nature of which he w38

1
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desizons of having my opmon-  L-accordingly made a digital exami-
natton, and found a gourd shaped hard tumor, twice the size of an
egg, lyng i the ans of the vagina and which [ at fist 1magined to
bea large fibruid tumor that had been expelled from the uterus, at
the satne titne probably as the placenta,

There was yet too much abd 4 d to
permit feeling for the uterus through the abdonunal panetes,
therefore, anything approaching to an av~at/iedra opimon wasout of
the question, [ therefore tranquibized, as far as posstble, the fears of
the patient and friends, and agreed to see her agam m the course of
afew days.  After the lagnse of that time, § found the swelhing and
tenderness gone sufticiently to permit eshausty eaplortion.

On-hard 1 through the abd 1 wall, no uterus could be
detected i the pelvis, and with the finger of the other hand in the
rectury, 1 farled equally to ind st 1 then passed two fingers of the
left hand into the el de sac bebind the tumor, so as to hie 1t well
above the pubes, and wath the other hand pressing over the abdomen,
Iwas able satsfactonly to determune the case as one of verted
wters. AMter the awnte inflammatory attack she had so recently
undergone, 1 deemed it prudent to defer attempts 2t reduction until
allvestige of tenderness and swelhing had disag; cared, and theretore
suggested to Dr. Stewart the intenm treaanent of pressure on the
wmor Ly means of mflaited vuleamzed rubber bags, and the dady
administratiun of Lelladonna by rectum and motath. n doses sufficient
tinsure us phystologal action.  Ia thus view De. Stewart concurred,
and 1t was conunued unul the Sth of November, when tn consultation
with other medical men, an atempt at reduction was resolved upon
The gentlemen who hindly lent their assistance were Dr. N. O.
Walker of Purt Do, tr. Coldham of 1oledo, Uho, and Dr. Hayes
of Simeor  The bed beng removed srom the wali, the patient was
kid transversely, with ine nates well to the edge, and thighs flexed
on trah D Stewart ad tered  chl untit I
anasthesia v s iaduced.  Un passing the nght hand nto the vagina
2ad graspin,, ¢ ie tamor, [ found it almost umtormly hard and firm,
nveyin i the touch very hittie sensation of a hollow viscus.

Having the fundus i the hotlow of the bany, 1 made pressure
upwards, whilst with oy fingers enurchng the swdes, 1 endeavoured
10 dilate the 0s and dunpie the swes, the lett hand by pressure on
the abdomen steadying the organ.

After fifteen munutes mampulauun, cramp i the hand compelled
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me to desist, before, however, withdrawing it, Dr. Walker with his
arm bare, and anointed, was at hand instantly to relieve me. Drs.
Coldham and Baycs successively following. In this way for an hour
and a half, attempts at dilatation and pressure upwards were continu
ed. Dr. Stewart then reporting a failure in the pulse, we reluctantly
for the time abandoned our cfforts, having in that ume accomplished
only slight dilatation of the cervis, and increased clasticity and soft-
ness in the tmor.  Very little h h ded the operati
Some threc or four weeks after this failure the patient was seized with
violent hoemorrhage, and did not recover from this attack sufficiently
to permit a second effort at reduction, before the 25th of last January
I then repeated the former treatment assisted by Drs. Stewart, Salmon
and Hayes.  As on the first occasion, I found the bed too low, [
had the patient placed on a high table, in the position for lithotomy,
and again after more than an hour and a half of uninterrupted

pts at reduction, had to experience the bitter ification of
announcing to the friends a second failure. Viewing our want of
success as the result of our inability to overcome the encircling cervix,
for 1 had 1ly tried Dr. Nocggerath's method of indenting
the cornua, without, however, the happy result, of the fundus follow-
ing, I advised the husband as soon as his wife was in a condition
for travel, to take her to Dr. Thomas ot New York, who would prob-
ably consider the method by taxis to have been sufficiently tried,
and would, therefore, practice the wl/tima ratio of abduminal section,
and the use of the steel dilator acting on the prnciple of a glove
stretcher on the constricted cenix, thus dilating it, and returning the
organ to its normal position.

After an interval of many weeks, Mr. A, u’nwillmg to subject,
tus wife to the fatigues incident to travel, wrote to Dr. ‘Thomas to
come to Port Dover and operate , but on receiving a letter from that
gentleman, requesting him to bring his wife to New York, as he
could not leave the uty, Dr. White, of Buffalo, N. Y., was sent for, |
and on the 11th of March that gentleman, assisted by Drs. Stewart,
Salmon and myself, in an hour and ten minutes succeeded in accom-
phshing the desideratum we had so carnestly striven for in vain:
Dr. White, I am intormed, purposes publishing the case in the
 Gynaxcological Journal," and it will therefore be needless for me to
enter minutely into the details of the operation as practised by him.
As, however, many uf your readers may not scc that journal, T will
bnefly describe the n.ethod so successfully employed  En passant,
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Iwould remark that I can hardly conceive a case that would resist
his mode of procedure.

Having clevated the bedstead on four chairs, he placed the
patient transversely, with the nates at the cdge, and thighs well
flexed on trunk , Dr. Salmon grasping the nght leg firmly, winlst I
did the sume with the left, Dr. White siting mn the centre, and Dr.
Stewart at the back, ad the muse en
Seeme.

When pletely under the nfl ot the h Dr,
White introduced a large speculum, and through that a wooden
compressor, dilated and shghtly concave at the end apphied to fundus
uten, whilst at the projecting cnd a powerful spiral spnng, capable
of exercising a pressare of from seven to ten pounds, was auwached.
With one hand at basc of sprng, ne keptup a continued pressure,
whilst with the left in the vagina, he kneaded the cervix.and dilated

te 0s. Herc 1 cannot refrun from remarking on his wonderful
power of cndurance. Ten to fiftecn minutces, sn the previous attempts
we had made, imvanably rendered our hands powerless ; whilst Dr-
W, after thirty or forty minutes in the exquisitcly panful and cramped
Pposition for the hand, only famtly indicated by his countenance the
distress he must have been endunng.  I'o that power of long con-
tinved mamipulation, much of his succe ss may, 1 presume, be attn-
buted.  After some thirty or forty minutes of pressure with the hand
on spring, he placed 1t agunst his breast, and used an amount of
force that I, in my plicity, would have d to
nupture the bladder and the whole vaginal attachment. At the end
of an hour, Dr. White, as also Drs. Salmon and Stewart, were
alarmed at the patients breathing and appearance, and Dr. W.
eeluctuntly determined on relinquishing the attempt at reduction for
the time , but as, an o cunversation 1 had with her before the opera-
tion commenced, I leamnt that she was fully determined, if we failed
this time, never to submit to further efforts, 1 enquired of him whe-
ther he thought anuther ten munutes would suffice for success, and
on his replying in the affirmative, I urged him to continue, as in my
judgment 1 considered it safe to keep her for that addwonal tme
under the chloroform. The pulse then being most carefully watched,
the pressure was resumed, and in less than ten minutes the utcrus
resumed its accustomed place, and the pattent, by Dr. Whate's skall,
rescued from a living death, in the at least of Hipp

who, in his aphorisms, sags, * Propter utcrum est mukier.”  No bad
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p llowed the operation, and the lady is now able to take
moderate excrcise.  Dr W concurred with us, that the inflammatory
attack had so thickened the structure of the oryan, as to account for
our want of saccess. We had, however, not ther received the lesson,
of the amount of force that may skilfully be employed without rup-
turing the vagina.

In concinsion, I would cxpress a hope that, among your numer-
ous subscribers, there may be found many who will be willing in the
future 1o chronicle their failures, equally wath their triumphs, being
well assured that frequently the former will afford the more instructive
lessons of the two.

MEDICAL SOCIETY FOR MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT,

St. CarHARINES, Tuesday, March 28th, 1871,

Dr. Goodman offered some remarks upon the treatment of croup.
He had seen two cases of true inflammatory croup within a few days.
In one case he was called i when the patient was neardy w aruele
mortts.  The duld had previously besn under the ware of & homun-
path, In this anstace great relict was atturded by Aeeping the
patient in an atmosphere of vapour, but the disease tenninated fatal
ly. The other case was that of a chuld of three years of age, seen
immediately after the vccasion of grave symptoms. .\ canvpy and
vapourizing apparatus were promptly arranged, and tl. putient was
kept respiring the moist warm air for several days, at the same time
mercurial action was svught to be induced by calonidd and b f drop
doses of Fleming’s Tanct. of Acomie veery two hours and meswutal
inunction , as improvement buame manifest o shost dry cough was
relieved by small duses of chlural hydrat. Zine sulph. relieved the
laboured breathing and promoted the tapedtoration of false mem-
brane. ‘The weonite was an excellent walmative, amd promoted the
action of the shin

Dr. Mack recommended sulphate of <opper in emetic doses
very highly.

“The Chamman, Dr. Oille, had employed the steam  frecly, and
found the best results from the action of tartar emetic at the onset of
the complaint, with hot baths, and emetics of alum to facilitate the
expulsion of false membrane as the discase advanced.

Dr. Sullivan ded iodide of p ium when
action was tardy.
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Laryngotomy in this disease was then freels.discussed ; the gene-
ral argument being aganst at, except when res< tea to in aftections of
the glottis and nma glodud lating mer Jranous or nfk
tory wroup, and the strong, arg bewmg the difticulty of ind
guardians and relations to permit the operation until too Jate.

‘The Chairman said that he desired to recommend to his con-
fréres the suggestion of Dr. C. C. Fuller in the last Braithwaite to
exhibit drop doses of wine of ipecac as an anti-emetic in sympathetic
vomiting. He had tned the prescnption with the happiest results ma
case of most obstinate vomiing occurnng 1 a chitd suffening from
pertussis, on three different occasions at an iterval of several days 3
the distressing symptoms had been cffectuatly controlled.  Dr. Com-
fort had informed him of a similar result m a case of vomiting in
pregnancy.

Tuesday, April 1uth, 1871,

Dr Gaodman reported fvvurably of the effits of chlural hydre
ina severe case of protracted labvur, the femedy producd no
nausea, but in moderate doses ut titcivals of tw hours atturded great
relef,

Dr. G. had also met with an interesting ¢ise ot cercbro-memin-
geal congestion i« duld. The pauent had been labouning under
malarial fever for sumie Lume, and had been anacked by the cerebral
disturbance after prolonged swinging as an amusement.  When
alled in Dr. G. fuund the pulse siow and faboured, the pupils acting
in a remarkably urcgudar way, osaillaung as i were betseen contrac-
tion and dilatatiwn in « fitful manne, s(upor, trom wiluch he could be
aroused s0 s to reply ligently, g, bowels
constipated, &« Ordered one grun calomel every hour, enema of
terebnth. and ol rzen , leeches w wemple and smapisms to the extres
mities.  On the following day the patient was better, improvement
followed the action of the Bowels,

Dr. Mack then read the following paper on fibrous tumors of the
ulerus:
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FIBROUS TUMORS OF THE UTERUS.

BY THEOPIULUS MACK, M.D.

(Read before the Medical Mutual Improvement Seciely, St. Catharines.)

One of the most important organs n the economy of natnre, and
one also, a large scgment of which, in du. pnmm state of surgcry,
ominously tabooed to the most P 3 15
very frequently the scat of a parasitic pmducuon—l)u fibrous tumor
~—deriving its nourishment from the bosom of a parent, it is uitimate-
1y to destroy.

‘There is no ncoplasm which, after having been so confounded
with other morbid growths by the old chirurgeons who endowed it
witk: sixteen different names, bewilders the youag practi more
than this, Heis met with i Zimine, by *Fibroid” as if it meant
something a shade different, “ fibrous polypus,” as if the fact of its
being pediculated altered the whole distinctivech. :racter of the disease,
or “fibroma,” or * myoma,” and it 1s only aftera bother, (Hibernice}
that he is awakened to the discovery that they are just all one and
the same.

Fibrous tumours occur in the cellular tissues and are generally
developed beneath investing or lining memb Ofall !
growths which have their seat in ufero they are the most frequent,
varying in size from 2 hemp seed to an adult head. Unfortunately
they have their seat more frequently in the fundus than in the cervic
Smooth or superficially lobed, they have always a spheroidal shape,
and are extremely firm to the touch, unless cedematous from under-
going change. They are somewhat elastic and heavy, and sections of
these productions beara nearer bl to ntervertebral cartilage
than to 2ny other natural growth in the body. Portions of their sub-
stance may be yellow, brown, or blue, with whitc lines or bundles of

fibres i in concentric clrclcs or curves, the fasciculi of the bundles:

ging and interlacing , i the fibres are matted 1nto 3
nearly uniform white sut exactly bling the
fibrous tissue of the utcrus,in fact a shght alteration may pro-
duce the fibrous tumour from the same blastema which gives origin

to the uterine fibre. The blood vessels are venous, and are distri-

buted chiefly in the arcolar tissue, the vasculanty 1s by no means
uniform, some can casily be injected from the uterus, others remain
quite pallid ; no lymphatics are to be discovered.

o
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Cruvcilliier says that the venous system suffices for the simple
nutrition of these productions of a low order of vitality, this circula
tion flows from sinuses or conduits devoid of regular coats in the
fibro-cellular tissue, to a net work of vewns surrounding the circumfer-
ence of the tumour, and icating with the of the
womb. Under the nucroscope, smooth organic muscular fibres are
more or less present, nucler are strewn threugh the substance, but
often we find rather a fibrous appearance than a (ibrous structure.

Ameng the results of degencration of this morbid structure, two
of the most remarkable are the formation of cysts and calcification.
‘The cystic change after an ced: htion, results in develop
ment of muthlocular eysts, or a single eyst n the periphery of
the tumour. This metamorphosis anses from obliteration of the
blood vessels creating an nfiltration of fluid which. re-uniting at cer-
tain points, becomes cncysted ; sometimes the wall is formed like a
geode from the fibrous tssue tself.  The flwd vanes in colour and
conststence very much, being clear straw-coloured and scrous, or
thickly visad and dask, or ke synovia, sometimes containing more
or less chol Cal may be compared to the crystaili-
zation of saline fluids obstnucted in thar current and causing the
anatomica! alteration of the production by the infiltrat:on of calcareous
matter duc to the obstruction of its nutnton.

N ion and gangi likewise the life of a fibrous
tumour ouna:omlly, aml under favourable crcumstances they are
“consummiations duvoutly to be hoped for.”  Ina few cases a more
favourable issue yet takes nlace, namely,~atrophy.

As to the ongin of fibrous tumours 1t must be confessed that we
are at a loss for a sausfactory theory, one thing only appears definite,
that they arc not hy pertrophies of the normal utenne fibrous paren-
chyma, but indeendent morbid growths not continuous with the sub-
stance of the organ but surrounded by their pecuhar cetlular atnros-
phere, they are pot exclusively madent to ether cehbacy or the
marricd state, and are scidom found betore the age of tweaty-five.

A diagnostic pont with reference to carcinomatous diseases is
that they are more frequent in the upper segment of the womb than
in the cervix.

As the scope of all commumications o tlis society 15 ntended
to be eminently practical, I think I shall subserve this design best by
the descaption of a few typreal cases sclected from memory chiefly.
When the fibrous tumour grows :nto the pelvis submucously 1t gene-
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rally becomes more or less pediculated. In the form of a fbrous
polypus we are now fortunately able to triumph over the disease very
uniformly.

A lady marmed, mother ot cuidren, complamed of an obsunate
debiltatng metrorrhagia for which she had fded to vbtan perman
ent reliet for @ penod of two or three years.  The uterus mea-
sured about 1Y snches nore thanat shuuld with the sound, os
patutous, and the suund gase the scusation of passing over an uncven
surface just above the o> mternum.  lhe stemus  auparted the
unpression ot more than normal waght.  1wo spunge tents were
mtroduced at an interval of twenty-four hours, the secund and larger
being carbolized, was allowed to rema.n about forty-six huurs secured
s sttu by a tampon of cotton, upon being withdrawn the vagna was
douched for a few minutes with Intus. hni.  An exanunation nuw en-
abled the torefinger ot the nght haad 1o deteet.a budy wngaged par-
tially in the os internum.

The cervix uten being continuously held with a leng single
toothed volsellum, used for drawing down the cervix in the operation
for amputation of that part, the finger could be used 50 as to eaplore
the substance, which was ascertuined to be somewhat pediculated.
The forceps beng held by an assistant, a long utenne polypus forceps
was introduced as the index finger receded, and by cautivus mampu
lation 1t was ascertamed that the blades held a substance m their
grasp, the mass was then pulied dowa and a huld secured sull higher
up, where, by traction and rotation, a tibrous pulypus was successfully
removed about the size of a small plum. Cystic degeneration had
occurred 1n the centre o the growth, after removal sulution of persul-
phate of won was frecly apphed, a piece of cotton saturated with a
weaker solution of the same was left in the cervin and retamned by 3
tampon 1 the vagina for twenty-four hours, when 1t was removed
and complete convalesence ensued.

Mrs. , . 49, although dently past the

planed of eacessive as she supposed 1t to be, the
uterus being much enfarged.  Sponge tents having been wntroduced,
and the canal of the cervix fully dilated, a fibrous polypus was dis-
covered with a broad pedicle attached to the upper partof the cerviv.
A wire cord having been passed round the pedicle with Braxton
Hick's mstrument wnd tightened, it was allowed to reman n that
strangulated condiion for about s hours, when 1t was crushed
through by screwing up the wire, and removed. The growth was

1
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about two inches in lungth and halt an inch i dumeter, e wasan un-
changed fibrous production

3rd. T was sent for by a practitioner to see a lady who, he feared,
was suffering from inversion A dense heavy shghily elastic mass
completely filled the saging, the vs uten couid by felt cumpressing
the wmour and the sownd passed fully up five inches within the
uterus  The chain of an eorascur with carclul nunuu ering was passed
up as high as possible, and the ratchet worked unu! i began o cut,
after 2 few minutes the mass severed frum s attachment near the
fundus, and by steady trartion with strung polypus fureeps, it was
detivered through the yvulva  This tumour was fully as lurge as a
foeta) head at the seventh manth, & smali purtivn was underguing fatty
degencration  Strong solution uf persulphate uf itun was applied v
the place where the pedicle had Leen crushed off, and butn uteres
and vagina were tamponed with cotton sudhed ina weaher solution |
2 good recovery ensued,

“T'he fibrous tumour will attain an enurmous size when, although
submucous, it 1s alsa tn a certain degree parictal. :

3th In this casc the woman abuut 45 years of age sent for me
to consult with her attending physiaan, when reduced to an eatreme-
Ty low «tate  Within the cenvia about two inches from the os uten
eold he discovered by conjomed palpation, a large submucous
fibrous mass ~ \ sponge tent which had been introduced by the at-
tending physician having faled to dilate sufficiently, 1 dinided the
cenviy freely with a pair of sassors, the tumour bemng then steadily
drawn down by strong forceps, 1made out a narrowing portion, and
T eauld feel its attachment from Lelow the fundus tu about tho mches
from the os, upon the right side It tertainly was not a pedicle, yet
T considered that the surface left expused would not prove to Le too
exensive  ‘The wire vord of Braxton Hicks' instrument was placed
as high up as possible, but broke upon ughtening, the chan of the
ecmseur was then made to crush off a large segmient, and several
smaller pieces having been detached by the nails and torn anay by
the volsellum, or strong serrated forceps, the eorascur was agun
employed, and another large prece remuved. s the patient had
been upon the table nearly four hours, and as much mure than three-
fourths of the growth had been removed, it was thought prudent to
desist ; styptics were applied and she couvalesced without any bad
symptoms  The growth appeared to be intenmediate between the
sabmucous and the parietal tumour.
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The frequent hoemorthages in these tumors are caused most
probably by the rupture of the vewns between the fibres in the
cellular ussue. A lady aged 30, stenle, came to me from one of the
south.western States, to be cured of what she considered to be
“f " Upon dil of the cervix, I found
near the fundus a hard wregular submucous growth, with a broad
base, around which I managed to get the wite of an ccraseur, and ¥
casily crushed off a mass about the size and shape of a cow'’s teat,
this tumor was gntty with cakareous matter and pieces of what
resembled bone, with fibrous fascicul and fat.  After one year the
tumor returned, when | again removed by torsionand evulsion with
a forceps a much smaller fibrous mass, and a month or two subse-
quently 1 used a curette freely, and after a couple of weeks more, ap-
plied acid mtrate of mercury to the lmng membrane of the uterus.
It s now nearly cight years since the treatment and the Jady has en-
joyed excellent health,

An iliustration of a panetal fibrous tumor occutred in a fady who
came under my care for metrorrhagia and leucorrhoea, she was about
22 years of age, mamcd, but childless. The tumor rose up above
the pubes, and appeared to occupy the antenor half of tae body of
the uterus.  The cervin was divided bitaterally as high up as possible,
with great rehef , after several weeks an masion was carefully made
uito the fibrous mass. 'I'wo or three months after her return home
an imniensc evacuation of pus took place per zagmam, and the
tamor dimimshed greatly , about a year after this occurrence she
became a mother.  Under this treatment, I have seen atrophy of the
production on a few occasions, and almost invanably great relief to
the h h In ! or nctsion, or electro-
lysis, or cau\cnmllon ol' these panetal fibrous growths, I beheve the
danger to be chiefly from septicemiz.

1 am sorry to say that there 1s only onc httle manwuvre, that
of pushing the tumor above the brun when it has ncreased m size
50 as nearly to fill the pelvis, which can afford to the poor sufferer
any rehief when the fibtous growth is subpentoneal.  When cysts are

leveloped the fib 'st may be d with benefit.

Mrs. —, of G da, New York, d me for an abdo-
minal tumor.  For many reasons I diagnosed a cyst attached to the
uterus and not ovanan ; I evacuated the cyst ger rectum and secured
a dminage tube within it upon removing the trocar This
woman appeared temporanty much relieved, and I lost sight of her.

]
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Mrs. Bender, nml 47, mother of thirtcen children, five years
iously laned of i in the hyp ic region.
Mcnslmanon bcc:unc iregular about two year ago, when she sup-
posed that she was pregnant, then she had metromhagia, then a
suppression for three months, followed by an excessive flow for six
months, anotker § ission and then a metromhagia, which has
continued for nearly three months, up to the tune of this repost,
March 1st, 1871 Mrs B, first consulted me for what she supposed
to be dropsy  She stated that the abdominal enlargement had com.
menced about three months before. and that it gave her great dustress ,
she had previously suffered from pain in the right iliac region, which
was now more wgent in the mesial line with beaning down and
bloody discharges from the yagina  Fxternal exanunation shewed
the abdomen to be greatly distended by flwd, dull on percussion,
no wave to be detected.  The uterus was enlarged and eroded at the
os; bnt no tumor could be dicovered upon evplonng through
Douglass’ cub de sac  Urine normal in quanuty and character, appe-
ute fubng  The symptom most complaned of was the abdominat
distenston ; the limbs were not anasarcous  Diagnosed an ovauan
tumor (cystic} and ascites She was treated with constitutional
remedies to wmprove the general health, and upon the 18th of March,
<her friends inststng vpon an operation, after all the dangers being
fully explaned to them, she was completely anesthetized, by Dr.
Aexander and assisted by Drs Goodman, Sullivan, Oifle, Comfort,
and my brother, an exploratory incision was made Upon opening the
peritonenm, a thin sac filled with fluid immediately protruded through
the ncision, which it foll 1 as it was enl; d. Upon d
the hand, it was evident that the cyst was not ovanan, a trocar was
introduced and about two gallons of x straw colored thin serum was
evacuated, and the sac drawn out, when 1t was found to be attached
0 the fundus uteri and to contan a fibrous tumor at the bottom,
about the size of a cocoa-nut, united by a pedicle to the top of the
womb anteriorly  The upper surface of the tumor viewed from
within the sac was purple tolored, with several small cysts nising
fom it.  After some hesitation I decided to remove the tmor and
<yst, for the following reasons “—Firstly, the exanunation had eatend-
ed far beyond the limits of an ordinary ¢xploration with abdominal
uciston.  Secondly, to cut off the.cyst and secure 1t externally was
impracticable from the tenuity of its texture , to return i, and unite
the.wound would scem very likely to produce a number of evil con-
2

Lo
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sequences, “Fhirdly, there was a distinct pedicle and it was at a spot
most favourable for sccuring it by clamps, and lastly, it was quite
evident, from the rapid growth of the cyst, that the tumor if allowed
to remain would soon prove fatal. The pedicle was then secured by
clamps, hgatured by whipcerd and divided by the ccraseur and
the subsequent steps, afier gastrotomy, as fully described by me
m a successful case of ovariotomy, to ths Society at a late meeting,
having been completed, I felt some hopes of a successful resuit.
For three days she did well, but on the fourth she began to sink,
and died on the mornmng of the fifth day, from septicenna.  Upon
past morbem examunation, a smail guantty of thin partially decom-
posed blood was found in the pelvis, of this we had no ndication,
although vagmal examinations were daily made, 50 as to open with
a trocar and dow he the pelwic cavity, of any fallness from eatravasa-
non could be detected. Traces of incipient cystic disease were
found i both ovanies, the pu’llonulm deeply colored.  Such ts an

¢ of the deg fibrous growth, which no
man can diagnost without |)cnlonc1l section.  Ishall always regret
that-this operation should have been so mperfuct, and I recommend
n any similar case the removal of & portion of the uterus, ovaries,
and fallopran tubes, so successfully eftected by Dr. H R. Storer, of
Boston. ’

— e

SYNOPSIS OF MEDICAL WRITERS ON THE NATURE OF
CONSUMPTION WITH THE MODERN RESEARCHES
OF CHEMISTRY AND THY. MICROSCOPE.

BY C f1. HALL, M.D., TORONTO.

Under the name of Marasmus, ‘I'abes, or wasting, the disease
known in modern tites by the name of Consumption, has been
studred and more or less properly understood, from the very carliest
ages.

In the sacred book of Leviticus it 1s onc of the “ plagucs \mlk-
ing m darkness,” with which the rebell Israclites were th
when it reccived the name of consumption.  And still carher if we
are to pay any regard to Manctho, the famous Egyptian writer, who,
according to the report of Euscbius relates that Athotis, an Egy ptl-‘m
king, wrote a treatise on anatomy and diseases of the Jungs.  This
fang, if the Egypuan cl logy was to be depended on, lived many
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ages before Adam. It 1s also related of Hippocrates, that being
called upon to cure 1 of dness, found him dis-
secting ammals 1 order to dnscovcr the causes of dxsmscs of the
lungs, upon which the learned doctor reported him not only w his
senses but the wisest of men.

Success, however, lollowed far m the rear, and but poorly re-
warded the faithful laborer ; for we find a Pupil of the really learned

Pythag: describing resy from a very limited knowledge of
the facts-  “As soon,” says he, “a  the humidity, of which
there is great store in the first ion begins to be diminished, the

an, (insmuating itself between the pores of the body) succeeds it ;
after that the natural heat by its tendeney to make its escape, drives
the air out, and when this naturrl heat enters the body again, the air
tollows 1t afresh, the former of these actions is called wspiration, the
latter exy (jum)n) A“vu\ h jing the inereased knowledge
given us by ¥ and pi: in a popular
sense, (,onsumpuon 1s considered a disease solely of the lungs, and
so has been from the very carhest records, till within the last few
years, nor 1s 1t yet satsfactorly explained why the tubercular deposit
almost smvanably finds ats resting place i the parenchyma or sponge-
ke substance of the lungs. The different varietics of the old writers
having passed away—I need not allude to them-—for since the period
of the distinguished introd of Steth py, Laennec, pathologists
have {,u\ar\lly admitted but one species of phthisis, the tubercular,
and have considered that the existence of tbercles of the langs con-
stitutes the proper character of the discase, though Dr Dunglison
thinks 1t may be well to wclude under the term, all those forms of
disease of the lungs which arise from the formation of tuberculous
mauer, or of deposition and indurations, which are allied to it, in the
substance of the lungs.

Wherever tubercle 1s found it 1s 1n a solid state and consists of
about 98 parts of annnal and 1wo of salne matter, compnsing chloride
of sodium and phosphate and carbonate of lime.  Some of them;
however, almest entirely calearcous, consisting, wccording 1o the ana
Iysis of Dr. Marshall Hall, of only three parts ammal and nincty-
seven of saline, mostly phosphate of hune with some carhonate of
lime and- carbonate of magnesia.  There can be no doubt that tuber-
culous matter as 1t escapes from the blood 15 mnore soft and fluid than
as genezally found, and while in this state capable of being acted
upon by the absorbents, and affected by the medical properties of
lodine, Bromine and' Mercury.
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Gerber that i or ized tubercle can
only be produced from exud: L ding 1n ail and poor In
fibrine, and that such exudations are more bikely to occur from blood
which possesses less of the plastic or fibninous material,

Virchow says that tubercle 1s not developed eaudation, but mere-
ly metaphorphosed pre-cxisting tissue clements, to which i ther
prumary state, the name of tubercle coutd not be apphied, and that

ly the tub ! pl 15 not the mark of a
speaific process of a particular constitut and that tul
the indubitably local process by wihich the body descnbed by the
name of tuberede 15 fomed, 15 BUt a pecuhiar specatic exudation, but a
pecubiar transtormaton U1 Ussue element.  Lhis corresponds with
Beanett's view of the tubercle being tunaed from the simple exudation
of the hquor sanguinrs amt converted into tuberede proper by the de-
ficiency ot the plastic, or as he terus i, the oy clements.  Mr. Gul-
liver has examied with great care the minute tevture of tubercle, and
says, * the ammai substance 1s mostly granular matter tormed in cells
with nuclel,—the celi walls breaking down with the increase ol the
tubercle, but 1t so they are not able to develop themsclyves as ordinary

~i ussue, ther pnmitse cells can only retrograde and degeneratey
arce they are wholly destitute of plastic torce from the begimmng.

Dr. Theophilus Thompson, writing from the most extended obser-
vatiou has pubbshed a most claborate work on the microscopic sigos
shown 10 the sputwn 10 the diffcrent stages of the disease.  He says,
10 the formation of the epithelial cells we can trice three stages, first,
that m which 2 grauular nuclcus 1s apparent, sccondly, that 1n which a
vesicle tahes the place of the granular nucleus, and therdly, the period
of deeay ; 1t would scem to be at the ime when the albuminous de-
went gams on that of tho fatty or granular, that the first discoversble
judications of phthisical deterroration occur, but whether the ccll
granule 1s from the Grst formation tauity, or whether any flucoce
anses subscquently to chech ats healthy progress, we canuot at present
determine.

Dr. Fourcault o the Academy of Purs, a mll known ph)slolo"N,
pubhshed 1 1844, a paper on the p of I
which he altogether attributes to sedentary habats, mactnuy and
seclusion, which he says, * thew by d lung the i
of the skin and driving back into the torrent of the circulation the

jals which the 1. ght to have cf d, altera-
tions of the blood are thus produced and these variows kinds of
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cachexia cosue,” indeed he maintains that most chronie discases are
attributable to two principal causes, the want of muscular exercise and
damp, which causes it to act mainly on the cutancous surfaco pro-
ducing the phenomena above stated, thix simple paper, though foliew-
ing in the footsteps of Sir James Clark, Lavis, Laonce, avd Scuda-
wore, produced a wonderful amount of good by uncarthing, a it were,
the poor victims of this hitherto imprisonced and imprisoning malady.
Doublo doors and windows o the cnlm QVCI\NIOII of all pure air was
tho fate of tho first - of

Dr Leared, l’hysici.m to the Royal Tufinmary for discazes of the
chest, published in 1964 a report on some five hundred cases treated
by the it air bath (as an adjunct of cour~c. in which he shows a great
adrantage 1 itsusc in all the different stages, and concludes with the
remark, “if it unfortunately fell to my lot to be affected by phthisis X
should give the hot air bath the fullest trial.”" TFollowing this
Reananit and Reiset completed their repurt o respitation, detailing
many curions experiments on birds and mamuials, showing the impor-
tant part taken by nitrogen in the ccovomy and its action on respira-
tiom  Dr Le Couppy. a French physician of the time, opposed the
principle, as the eure could only be effected before the tubercles wero
in contact with the esternal air.

Schrorder, Van der Kolk, Mulder, and Lichig, about this time
gave the professing the results of thar extrapdinary investigations.
Sehraeder gave his microseupic examination~ of the sputa, showing by
plutes the appearance of the three diffircnt stages ot the discase.
Mu'der gave the result of his (xperiment on the blood, showing the
inereased quantity of water and the specific action on it of acids contain-
ing no hydrogen, as. oxalic, tartarie, carbunic, and carbonic oxide, and
Licbig promulgated his theory of the develupment of animal heat by
purely chemical chauges, and the vzsydation ur arterialization of the
blead by the setive of certain salts, thus reliving the luogs fiom
what had been considered their peculiar duty, and adding greatly to-
wards *'  cure of covsumption by heepivg, through theo sakioes, che
blea i 4 more healthy state, when the Jungs were incapacitated.
Malty says citis aot necessary that the bright red ot of the Llood
**+hould be wing to oxygen, or the durk tu carbonic anl, beeause the
*same chauge of color can be produced by solutivus of entircly neutral
“salts \rhich do not disengage oxygen, as saltpetre, sulphate of iroo,
&e

Professor Hughes Bennett, than whom perhaps no man in the
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profession has done more for the clucidation of this most intricato dia.

case, has clearly shown tho microscopic and chicf chemical changes,

not only in the formation of tubercle, but io the further progress to the
ination cither in dissolution or

‘The chicf and perhaps only truc cause is hereditary and in this
frequently passing over onc or two genesations, lying at times latent
for several years, and at last brought into action by coll, expusure to wet,
sudden transitions from heat to culd liviog in over crowded rooms,
and without proper carc in changing clothing, in passing from over-
heated rooms and workshops to tho cold dampair  Thusyou finditamoog
tailors, compositors, metallic grinders, and those unfortunate and inju.
dicious people who persist in following an occupation to which they
havo become attached, but lack physical endurance to bear its fatigues.
And this applics as well to mental as bodily labors, indeed Dr. Thomp-
500, (to whom I have refurred) alludes to depressing mental impres-
sions as predisposing to phthisis, tho terms * breathless anxiety.”
“ breatbless suspense,” are not merc metaphors, any vunatural retarda
tion of the respiratory act must be caleulated to preduce puln.mary
congestion, and to take most efeet in those parts of the lungs which
in the ordinary condition are most actively engaged

This may also be expliined by the vofavourably effcet produced
by mental depression on stion, and may thus predispuse to various
disorders.  All these unfavourable ioflucnces may be regarded as pro-

_ducing their cffect, first by deteriorating the supply of blood and
secondly, by occasioning congestivn of the lungs.  Mental dupression
and bad air, in all probubility, alike retard the respiratory act.

Blood in its healthy stat: shows an slhaline reaction, and this is
greatly inereased in the tubercular diathesis, and still more as the disesse
progresses, but one of the striking pecuiiantics of the t
tendency, is the increased quantity of water in the blood. Many
months before avy appearince of tubercle, or cven suspicion of danger,
the corpuscles, or blood gobules can be scen fluating sn the ncreased
serum, detached from one another, and lying in irregular order.—
(Rnincy )

So also may bo observed, long in advance of murked consti-
tational disturbance, the greater ucululous action on the mucous
surfaces, rendering the nlbumen more-soluble, and more casily carried
into the circulation, and mingled with the blood, thus pre-disposing to
the formation of terberculous deposit,

Dr Hutchinson of the Brompton Hospital for consumption,

|
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iovented an instrument called the sprrotncter, for testing, by powerful
ichalation of atmosphericarr, tho vital capacsty. In somohundred cases
examined, ho found the average reduction after tho sccond stage, or
after softening has commenced, to bo moro than fifty per cent, whilstin
the first stugc, that bufore softening, about tharty per cent, from which
he concludes, that when an indicidual exprres bis averago quantaty, it
is fair to assuue thal he s freo from tubereular discase, and when the
quantity ncarly approaches tho average, e may reasonably conclude,
that the tubercular discase, if exssting, has mado but hittle progress,

It is well hnown. that the app of the gums indi icad
poison and other affectrons of the blood.  'Flns led Professor Thomp-
s0m, to draw up a table showing this stato 1n consumptive subjeets, in
which he shows * a mark at the reflected edge of tho gums, usually
deeper in colour than the adgoiming surface, this mark, being in taost
cases a mere streak, in others a margin, sometimes moro than a line io
breadth. In tho most decided cascs, this margin 13 of a vermillion
colour, inclining to lake, a3 a geoeral rule, the line s most distinet
around the inctsor teeth, but 1t 1s frequently apparent also around the
molars  Ruiney’s and Van der Kolk's plates extubit cases where the
discs, instead of retaining their proper outline, become stellaform ser-
rated, or corrugated, espectally cases which are proceeding badly.
When ihese matks ate more apparent, 1t 1s not uncommon to find
bypertrophy of the burder of the guwm, suggesting an analogy to the
tightened and deup coloured shin around the border of the nails,
attending cren slight degrees vi clubbing of the tingers.  Tho altered
aspect of the gums seems to precede any obvious change 1n the fingers.
The diffused inflammatory redoess resuitiog trom the administration of
wmereury, or uthat iritaling med , 15 readaly d hable from
the clear defiued border of the consumptive.

Thompson says, 1 behieve this hoe to have much duagnostic value
in early, ur stll more 1o threateaed phthists, when upaccompanied by
any other morbid conditivn adequate to explatn its oceurrence,

Thongh deficient and wpreper nourishment has piuch to do with
the develupment of tubercle in after years, still we cannot overlook the
patural tendency in the purely bereduary case, where the onginating
elements are first apparcnt 10 the mesentenic glands, when a disturbed
and hurricd functon, o cundation shore of that which tnduces scrofula
or enlargement, occas.vns an mperfect performance ot thete pact o the
formation of healthy blood. Iealthy nutntion consists in the proper

dm} 1L I !
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they have been termed, carbonized 'md nitrogenized; or, as they are
called by Licng respiratory and sang ! of food. This
process can be entircly lled tfrom carly chuldhood, and, thereft
much can be done by carefully regulativg the proper supply of nuln-
ment in the growth of any person when a predisposition to tho discaso
exists.

Previous to the time for lung disease to be peculiarly manifested,
thero is what has been called the brain cra, in which there is a ten-
dency to tubcreular deposit in the soft substance of the brain.  Pre-
cocity, inating in hydrocephulus is in such i common , itis
araongst such we find individuals pale and p 1y wise, © exhaliog
liko tac carly dew before the morning sun,”

It is in these cases that Mulder has pointed out the peculiar stato
of the blood, aud that it is then subject to chemicol changes and
capable of being acted upon by chemical agents, such as the acids void
of bydrogen as oxalic. Wood sorrel (oxalis acctosclla) hnown to
abound in oxalio acid, has been used bereficially in a very carly day
for thoso cases warked by the gums above deseribed.  Theso are cases
bearing the clear stump of hereditary tubereular consumption,
eogendered in infuncy, fostered in childhiood, developed 10 maturity—
growing with their growth, and strengthering with their ttreagth , and
like the over-ripencd fruit, proceeding to decay cre the blcom of per
fectness has faded from its check.

Ixudatiors may be produced in the lungg, the results of conges
tious entircly freed from any taint of the discase, but so completely
simulating as almost to deceive the most skilled.  For three or four
years there has been a patient attending the Toronto stpcn sary \vilh
extensivesolidity of both lungs, i cough,
and.general symptoms of phthisis. Yet he continues comm" with his
bottle, and may continue to do so.  ‘Ihis man, [ aced not tell you, has
not pure tubercular deposit, it is a mere vareular cxudation, and capa-
blo of being absorbed, though the deposit may be as constantly re«
repewed.  In his case, fodine, with gentle expectorants and codlivereil
to grease the wheels of his chariot, way coablo him to finish his
course.

1 quotc agaiu, from Dr. Thompson, ¢ the vehemence of cough
“ bears uo relation to the severity of pectoral disease. Tt is sowetimes
“a symptom of hysteria, and connccted with chest affection.
“ When bysterin is associated with incipicnt phthi it will
“often be observed that it is remarkably modificd in its pheno-

N
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“ mena, not exhibiting its more rammon symptoms of globus hysteri-
« eug—-| u"lnug, crymg, &c \ but by aggravation of cough, and even
" b) and ptysis.”"  Stokes spesks of a po-
cuiiar deposit in typhus fever, producmg a softening of organs, and is
a matter of great pruactical importance, Tweedic holds the tamo views
regarding bitious and coummon fevers, the result of congestions and
cxudations during the run of the fover. A case iz wentioned by
Dr. Crasse, of a patient who s affected with obstinate cough. in
which there was a heredi !

y to P The .xspcct
was rather unpromising, -md there was dutlness on percussion in the
right subscapular region; but thc absence ol‘ any tubercular clement
io the sputum, when f: bl
prognosis, succexsfully conﬁxmcd in the issue.

A few years ago, a patient from the west consulted me about a
great seffering 1n his bead, of tio or three years standing,  'Fhe marks
of the freo use of cupping were apparent on and about the temples.
There was no cough or complaint of the chest. T could ot detect any
aboormal sound, but from the microscopical examination of the blood
20d sputum, I sugzested the possibility of tubereular danger, and
wrote this to Ins physician. 1w couid detect nothing amiss with the
luogs, aud doubted the correctness of my diagnosis. In two years he
died of consumption, and a post mortem showed nothing wrong in the
bead.

So also tiere is, as the result of pncumonta, extensive deposit,
causing solidity, with softening, breaking down, expectovation, with
destruction of great part of the lung, and at last carrying off the
patient with night sweats, haemoptysis, prostration aud decay  Lhese
eases are sometimes ealled aew ¢ phthusis, runming thew course rapidly,
cither checked by proper treatmient or ending in dissolution m a fow
months, though some cases have been prolonged inta years  The
pthology of all such cases is perfeetly understood, and the treatment
clearly cnough Yaid down, nor is there any peeulitr or extraordinary
change in the blood, to produc: u deprsit liks the proper tuberele,
causing, as it does, destruction of adjoining tissue from its abuormal
elemuents; not by ordinary inflamnmatory action, ending i pus forma-
tion, but in a pcculiar process deseribed by Jaebig, as distinct from the
process of di , named fi and putretaction, but
ot Jess stnkm« in the chaoges which occur. A slow comsbination or
oxydation, —a gradual L of b ble cl of the
bedy to which he apphies the term Lremacausts ur decay——the conversion

. m ! zed 4
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of wood into humus—tho formation ot acetic acid out of alcohol, are
cited as of this nature. Thero 13 o examplo of carbon combinisg
dircetly with oxygen at common temperatures, but numerous facts show
that hydrogen, in certain states of decomposition, possesses this pro.
perty, (Leibig), though distinct from putrcfaction, thero is no doubts
similarity which coables them to replaco ono another.  All putrescent
bodics pass into a stato of decay when cxposed to the air, and all de-
cayiog bodics into that of putrefaction when air is cxcluded. All
bodics, likewise in a state of decay, are capable of inducing putrefae
tion in other putrescent bodies By this process alone can wo properly
account for the softening and destruction of tubercle

The symptoms aro unfortunately but too well known. One of
tho first is difficulty or irregulanty of breathing. * Healthy respirs-
tion," Dr. Marshall Ilall says, “is performed with case and freedon,
and without the aid of auxiliary muscles in any of tho usual positiont
of the body." It 1s cffected by a nearly cqual clevation of the ribsand
depression of the disphragm, cxcept in females, in whom tho thorax is
observed to move more than in males,  Tach sido of the thorax moves
also in an equal degree, and 1nspication and expication occupy neatly
cqual spaces of time, which, varying as they are given by differcat
authors, may bo set as cighteen in 3 mioute.

A quick pulse with increased temperaturc—aniwa, with loss of
P fo of weight i iation, with a fecling of incapacity
-—causing the poor suffercr to be accused of lazyness or idlencss, may
be suspected as foreboding symptoms.  Ilowerer, the chief and almost .
only indication is the hereditary taint and the age at which discase bu
appeared in the fawily.

CORRESPONDENCE.
(To the Editor of the Canada fancet.)

Sk, In yout last number 1 scad with satisfacion yous cod
ments upon the * contemplated Medical Act” for the Donunion, and
cheerfully wdorse many of the puints by you sv ably discussed: 1
received a wopy of this Act and find o defect in clause Avui sim'r
Jar to that cxsting in the now * Medial Aa - for Untany, that is, 8
defaolt of payment of the fine impused that o penalty is attached
such as imprsonment for days. This, Sir, 1 would consides
a very esscntial amendment to the clause, for many, in fact the majo- -
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nity of those mfringing wpon the law, and that clause in particular are
travelling Quacks, from whom you cannot collect, after conviction, he
penalty imposed, and who may snap their fingers at you and say, * go
asfar as you can, 1 have nothing you can touch *  The money which
they swindle out of the poer dupes who consult them (many of
whom are ta he found in cvery commumity) is pocketed and therefore
beyond the reach of the law A sinifar amendment | sex was adopt-
ol to the clause immediately preccding, Lut it 15 just as necessary to
the onc to which I have reterence.

Again, I would suggest the propricty of amending clause XLy,
by having it read thus after the word pard “ one half to the informer,
and the remang one-balf to the Treasurer of the General Council
The great necessity for this s to offer an inducenient 10 partics ont-
side of the profession, for popular sympathy would Le veiy readily ex-
tended to the victum of the law and agamst any member of the pro-
fession, more particnlarly, W he were the informer | The general
councit could name a party as preventise officer m cach electoral
divicon or district, simifar to these appointed by county councils to
aford protection and enforce their laws. :

Yours.

A PRACTITIONLR.

Glengarry, May 13th, 1871

.
M (To the Faditor of the tanads Laucet.)

I sk Sig, —Al the quarterly meeting of the ™ County of Perth
Medical Assouation’ the contemplated Domimon Medical Act was
made the subject of discusston, and after having been thoroughly
discussed it was unanimously resohed, “ihat in the opinton of this
Association it is undesirable w hase any further medicat legistawon
in Ontario for the present.”  Many considered it devrable to have a
Dominion Act in duc tume, but thought that as the Untano Act was
serving 1 guod purpose i hugging Homaeopay and Leleciasm to
death, it would Lo unwise tu anterelere sich it unul people bad tearn-
ed to seo that nu student, wih s head in the nght place, would
desire te be cxamined i these systems, when he wan just as castly
s the regular examunation. 1o fag, should he prefer these
systems, he is at liberty o beat lus pauents in any way in which he
thinks he can cure them the guichest, cven of he has passed the
regular examination.

: A, Eny, M.B

Sebringville, May r4th.
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DEATH FROM ETHER.

In the May number of the Zamet, I observed an article under the
above heading. and perhaps i this connection the fullowing may
not be unimnterestng, though it is very mperlect, as 1 wiite from
memory,

In September, 1863, while attending the Pennsyhama Hospital
in Philadelpha, a woman was brought into the operating theatre to
have a large tumor removed from one of her cheehs.  She was
ctherized, and consideiable progress had been made in the operauon
when the woman suddenly ded. A post morton examination was
made, 1 think by L. Pancoast, but no cause of death was found,
no explanation as to the probable cause of death was given, and it
seems never to have entered the nund of any one, that the woman
died from the inhalauon of cther.  The dmenicans at that ume held
that ether would not cause death, ezge i would have been absurd to
hold that the ether had caused death i ths instance.

No public report of the case was inade, but it was impressed 03
my mnd as a case of death trom cther. [ had previously seen a case
of deaih frum chlurofurey i the Torvnto Generad Hospual, and the
simifanty ot the death an both cases was so great that at struch me
at once that the cause must have been similar.

A E

(To tho Edutor of the Cabada Lancet)

Sir,—Your classical correspondent who wishes to conceal hime
self behind the signature Owreron has, w his attempt to be critial,
mentioned some of the arucles one should have m s “kat,” who
sets out to travel on his way to ““surgical distinction,” so that he myy
ncither stumble nor fall by the way.  Perhaps he will pemit me 10
add to the list gwven by him,  Besides “a proper pilgrim’s staff,”
would suggest a strong pair of leg boots, they will scrve to protedt
his feet from the “ hard road” so that he will not be so likely to fal
—falt it may be among thicves ; not certainly thicves who would
steal *trash,” but who would not hesitate to try to “steal his good
name.”  The leg boots would be further useful in two ways ; one o
these need not be mentioned, the other 1s by protecting the heels
form any consequential cur that nught pop out from behind the fence
to snapat him.
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But, sir, Omicron is unnecessarily concerned about my *“aspim-
tions to surgical distinction.” My ambition consists mn trying to
discharge my dutics to the Tiest of my ability.  Swce I became a
member of the medical profession, 17 years ugo, I have pursued this
course, with a share of success and of falures. I may not have
attained to the distinction I v suppose Omicron has sccured, but
I have, at least, this satisfaction, that I have uever sought reputation
by trying 10 defame another.

With respect to the case 1 question, although I have no weca-
sion to shrink from the responsibility that Ledongs w me, 1 teed 1t
right to say that the course T took was not contrary (o aay advice
[ was favored with  As to the yuestion in pathology, about the
position f the <tone when removed, the * graphic dlustration” sup-
plied scems singularly appropriate to the case 1 can imagine the
blank surpnise which wanld have rested upon the face of Umicrons
Hibernian friend, so fresh from the Milesian ficlds, had he been totd
that a stone swallowed could not fall directly iato the bladder, and I
fzar that  the former “ student of Sir Wilkam Fergeson" will catch
for his < Dated breath,” when I say that the merest tyro in patholo.
gical znatomy can easily understand how a stone, gradually mereas-
ing 0 size, may dilate the neck o the Lladder, even to the dimen-
sions of a billiard bail.

I regret, Mr. Editor, that the necessity has been lad upon me
of replying to an anonymous personal attack. While 1 have given
the attack such attention as it scemed to deserve, it would have been
a pleasure to have amswered & manly and courteous enquiry over
any gentleman’s name.

Yours, &¢,,
Wit Canyirr.

‘Toronto, r7th May, 1871.

A CASE IN PRACTICE.
To the Bditar of the Lancet.

Stz —0Nn the soth of March last, Thumas W.. aged about 23,
alled upon me ta seck relief Tor ¢ afthiction, as he
sated.

According (o his own statovent, sane moenths ago, while resid-
- g in Albany, N.Y., hie cuntmacted a severe forny of syphibs ; but

L
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consulting onc of the learned physicians of that place, and adopting
his mode of treai nent, he considered lumself cured.  Soon after his
return to Canads, however, the disease again appeared i redoubled
fury. He now plained of exe which had
made their appearance upon and around the perincum, buttocks,
and scroture, some of them even extending to the vacinity of the
groin.  Vpon examination, I found these excrescences exceeedingly
laryge, being about the dimensions of a medium sized almond.  Of
chese, the free portion eaceeded m size the adberent, giving to the
tumors a pedunculated aspect.  From the friction to which they
were eaposed, they were very imitable, and so sensitve that the
patien: was able to walk only with exceuling difficulty, being obliged
to assume a crouched posinon, and move with esreme caution
‘Fhey were humid, and secreted 1 muco-purulent flwed, of most dis-
gusting odor, rendenng approach to the person eatreincly disagrecable.
This fluid was copious in quantity, and secemed to be increased by
the imitation 1o which the excrescences were contnually exposed,
and the secretion of this discharge also scemed (o foster the growth
of the discase. These growths I considered as condylomata, and

ceded to the dingly Trom the nature of the
cnsc, 1 found it nccessary to employ both constitutional and local
measures,

The constitutional treatment was as follows [ first prescribed 3
brisk cathartic, consisting of Leptandrin, Poduphyliw, and Hydsasgy.
chloridi mitis ~ This acted freely on the bowels  After this prehne-
nary, T ordercd the following .

)

Hydrarg. Bichlorid grs. v.

Potass. lodidi. grs. ¢.

Aqua Pur iv. oz

Infus. Quassta vin o0z bt Mist
Sig . Coch. mag. ter dre.

As the patient cumplained of munuug p un, sufticient to disturb
his slumbers, I found d; , and dmgly pre
seribed Cypnpuhn and H)oscyamus, which served the purpose
admimbly.

As the ptibility to this gradually wore off, bellad was
substituted, and finally opium, in half grain doscs, increased to one
grain at bedtime, given in pill form.
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The comy 1 of T 1odide, and ic chloride, was
aternated with the following, which T have found to serve a miost
admizable purpose, as an antisyphilitic, even where potassium,
iodide and mercury have apparently proved inefiectual. It is this —

R.—3tillingin, grs., xxx.*
Covydahn, grs., xxv.
Podupliyilin, grs., it M Ft. chart, No. 15.

o

Sig  unam ter dic.

The local adopted ¢ 1 of th ghly cl
the parts with tepid water, thrice dasly, and an application of dll:nc
nitro muriatic acid or chromic acud once m the tweaty-four hours ;
the latter is to be preferred.  Complete rest, as nearly as possible,
was enjoined, and in the intervals after each application of the acid,
the patient was ordered to dust the parts with ereta preparata, or
with zinc carbonate  ‘The whole was to be confined with a bandage.
‘To neutralize the fetur of the discharges, Liquor Sodae Chlonnata
was used.

In addition to the above, the bowels were occastonally cleansed
with a compound of Leptandnn, Podophyllin, and Mercarous
chloride.

Under the above treatment, the patient has wade a rapid reco-
very, and s fiow cnabled to resume s vocatton  ‘The treatment is
still continued, and will be for some time after every vestige of the
disease has disappeared, to prevent a telapse.

J. G. CorneLy, M.D.

‘T'oledo, May, 1871.

# Stiltingin is the active 40 of the Stillingia aylvati known
1 Quecn’s dolight, a romedy ek Tong had the reputation of beiD ono of
oat moxt. ‘\owu?u\ alteratives. Corydalin is the active prineiple of Corydals For-
o3 (stagzorweed). It combines most cnorgotio altorativo and rosolvent ponou
*ith oxccedingly valuable tonic hziog and detorging, and pro-
nemg depuration, av. lbe ume tino gmn: mm to the vunmur orgaus eancslned
£ the

Vogetablo cmmol e sutSeiontly oll acqu‘amt'od.
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TORONTO, JUNE 1, 1871.

VACCINATION.
As we are at present th d with an cpidemio of small-pos,
the subject of vaceination forces itsclf upon our attention. ‘There e
be no doubt about the cfiicacy of vaccmation as a preventive of small
pox, aud thereforo the question that naturzlly anses 15, how can it be
best carried out ?

There is a class of individuals that may be called vaccino-phobists
who object to vaccination on the ground that not only docs it not
afford protection to the individual, but 1salso in many instances the
wmeans of producing irreparable injury to the system. It would seem
scarcely necessary to notice such fuolish objections, but if anytbiog
were wanting we have only to refer such persons to the reports lately
published on this subject.  Dr. Bridges of the Temporary Hospital for
small-pox, at Hampstead, Eng., states that of 250 patients admwitted
duriog the late epidemic, 196 hud been vacoinated and 84 wero unvse
cina(cd, among the vaccinated 8 dcaths occurred or four per cents
while among the unvaccinated 27 deaths occurred or thirty-two per
ceut,

Dr. Cortis, a member of the Metropohitan Sick Asylum Board,

in support of vaccination, that out of 200 patients admitted
into the Hospital, one-third of thc deaths occurred awong those who
had nat been vaccinated  While amongg those who had bccn vaceipated
only one in tweaty-four fell victims to the disease, and they were chief:
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ly among thoso advanced in life, and who had partly lost the protecting
cffects of carly vaccination. And Mr. Simon medical officer of the
Prisy Couucit, Kng., in his report to the Parlinmentary Committe ou
Vaccination, mentions that iv Rotterdam, with a population of 121,.
000, the deaths from small-pox pex week were 116, At tho Iague
wnith a population of 92,000, a stil! higher rate prevailed. viz- 121 per
week  This great mortality was owing to the fact that ju Holland the
vaccination of children was deferred until they were over seven yoars
of age.

Io order to prevent the spread of an epidemic, stringent rules
thould be observed avd coforced, and pubhe vaccinators appointed in
all towns aod villages. ln Toronto the matter has beea taken up by
tbe Council, aud public vaccinators appointed, onc for cach ward, and
the authoritics of other citics, towns, aud vitlages should do likeswise.
But while every facility is made for the proper and careful perform-ace
of this duty, by tho appointment of medical officers, an cffort should
also be made to enforee parents and guardians to present their children-
for saccination.

It is geerally believed that the best tume for the vaceination of
infants is about the sixth week, This period for vaccination is rigor-
ausly enforeed in London, Eng., walessfrom the extreme delicacy or ill
health of the child, it cannot undergo the operation. 1lcbra states
that in Vienna it is the custom to vaccivate 1w carly mfuncy, and that
infants of ten to fourtcen days old are often vaccinated without any
ivjurious cffects being obseryed, and he also advocates vaccination at
this age.  TTe seems to think that several marks are not pecessary in
order to sccure the person against small-pox.  Whalst other writers,
especially Joglish, consider that three, four or more vesicles are abso-
Yately necessary to afford protection. Many good practitioncrs are of
the opinion, however, that 1t is not su much the number of vesicles, as
the successful nature or perfection of the vesicle which affords the best
security.  Great care should also be excrcised 1n the sclection and pre-
servation of vaceine matter  'The sereoth or cighth day is usually
nsidered the best time for the selection of Iymph for future use, aud
this may be done by putting it between square plates of glass, or on
ivazy points or poiats made from gouse quills, or by hermeticaily seal-
Ing it in capillary tubes, care being taken that the lymph may not be
destroyed by heat.  Crusts aro the most convement form for gencral
use in the country, but great care should be takea 1 their proper pre-
servation ; thdy should be first enveloped in fine tia foil and bibulous

3
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paper then coated over with wax, and afterwards covered again by tin
foil, and kept in a moderately cool place. They should uever be earried
for any leugth of time in the pocket, as the heat of the bod) will be
certain (oall'ccuhcm by producing a kind of fi or p
tion, and accids have not fr ly d from i
with such watter. The lance, wlnch :\fler all is preferable to aoy
ather instrument, should be perfectly clean and sharp,

Some have supposed that lymph whea transmitted from arm to
arm for many years, or what is called long humanized, loses its effect
to some extent, and therefore it is recommended to renew it occasiovally
from the cow. ‘L'hisis a very important subjeet, and ono regardivg
which there appears to be a good deal of difference of opinion, and in
the present stato of our kuowledge it would scem to be the wisest and
safest course to renew occasionaily. TTumanized virus, which is two
or three removes from the cow, wonld scemn aeterss panibus to be most
certain in its action, and therefore best calculated to afford p

The subject of revaccivation is another subject which has lately
eogaged the attcation of the medical profession in Lugland  Mr.
Simon, tho medieal officer of tho Privy Couacil, has recently published
an important memorandum on this subject. e believes that, by 3
successful vaccination in infancy, inost persons are insured for o life
time agaiost an attack of swall-pox, and that, in the proportionally
few cases where the protection is less coraplete, it will, on account of |
the vacanation, be generally so mild as not to threaten death or dis
figurement,  There is, vufortunately, a v'\xt amount of imperfict

and quently every popul: tains many “persoss
who, though nomivully vaccinated, are liable to the disease. Tt iy
therefore, advisable that all persous who hase been vaccinated in infaney, |
should, as they approach adult life, be revaccivated. The best time
for this is when growth is about completing itsell, that is, from fifteen
10 cighteen years of age.  If, howerer, there is prevalence of small-pox
in the neighborhood, or if individuals are ptionally cxposed to
infection, the ago of fifteen should not be waited for, especially in the
case of youvy persons in whom the marks of previous vaccination are -
unsatisfactory.  Revaccination, onco properly and successfully
performed, does not appear ever to require repetition  In proof of this
assertion, he states that the nurses and other servants of the smallpos -
hospital, when they enter the service, are invariably revaccinated ; 30d
so perfect is tho protection that, thongh the nurses are in constast
attendance on the patients, aml the o:hvr seyvants are nﬁ various ways

E
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cxposcd to the contagion, during thirty-four years there has never been
Lnown an instance where any onc of them haseser contracted this
discase.

THE CONTEMPLATED MEDICAL ACT.

In our last issue, while we drew attention to this Bill, and
ponted out the miustice of the proposed scheme for the constitution
of the new Medical Counul, we stated that certain amendments
adopted by the Canada Medical Assocuation were somewhat more
impartial, yet we are quite satisfied that even these do not comprise
that measwre of justice which the profession of Ontario s farly
cntitled to, for though we are quite willing to accept the amended
scheme for the rcpn_sannlu)n of the schools, we are not sure the

led the profession will give &

We do not thinkt just that Ontario with fiflern /mmlm! medicat
pra_titioners and six Medical Institutions, should be confined to the
sanie representation in the Medial Counal as Quebec with sex sun-
dred aud sixty-four medical men and four Medical Schools  We now
leas e the matter, however, with the profeswon, fully convinced that
without a representatton more i accordance with numbers, the
“contemplated Act * will not be cordially accepted by Ontano, and
will tail to secure adoption by vur Local Legulature, which 1s neces-
sary, to make 1t operative 10 this Province.

The Assocatton at Ottawa wisely condemned the estabhshment
of branch Counails, as we think all the functions allotted to them,
can be wore eeonomcally and yuite as efficiently performed by smali
comanttees appoted from the General Council.

In chuse 15, it 15 provided that the “general treasurer. and
general regstrar and secretary, shall hhewise act as treasurer, and
tegistrar and secretary, for the Branch Counail of the Province of
Quebec,” thus irung and centralizing the most unportant and mfluen-
tial offices, and the controlling power of the General Counail, penna-
nently in the Province of Quebec

Why Ontanio or the Eastern Provinces should thus be at the
outset, per ly det d by Act of Parl from the posses-
sion of these oflices we cannot imagme.

We know, however, that this attempt to identfy the General
Councit and the Quebec Branch Council, while the other Branch

|
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Councils are made to appear as mere tributaries or subordinates, wilt
militate very strongly against the acceptance of the measure.

Again, the establishment of three separate and distinet examin.
ing Boards, itk concurrent and wntercurrent jurisdietion, cannot be
too strongly opposed.  One portal anly, isalt that should be thought
of in conncction with 2 Dominion Bill. This is what the British
profession is now striving for; this is what Ontario has obtained
after a protracted struggle, and this 1s what 2 Dominton Bill smust
contain, beforc it will be accepted by the Ontario Legislature and
profession, mstead of the Bill which 1s now workmg with such satis-
factory results m this Province,

It has occurred to us, however, m view of the wide extent
of our Donumion, and the great distance students would often have
to travel for exammnauun Lefore a single Dominon Board, and the
Jarge expense thuy entaded upon them at a ime when they can badly
afford it, that probably an independent Council, and a single exami-
ning Board for cach Province, exercising junsdiction over all candi
dates for license to practice within each Province respectwvely, and
only, mght be, after all, the most feasible, cconomical and
satisfactory.

Each Province would then control the hicensing of aill persons
wishing to graduate withun its himits, and one Province could not be
accused of flooding another with mcompetent or ignorant hcentiates.

Ontano has one portal of entrance to ber profession. let
Quetaw and the Eastern Provinees estabhish snanar Councils and
Boards, and compel all candidates for license to practice sn those
provinces, 1o pass their respective Boands, just as Ontario does now,
and as we hope e will continue to do.

We would akiow candidates from the schools uf une Province to
present themselves for examination Lefore the Board of any of the
other Provinces, and perhaps from other than provincial institutions,
vithout insising upon attendance on lectures in the section where the
examination may be held; but we would limit the power of the
‘license, to that Province in which it might be obtained.

It our Sister Provinces wish to elevate their profession and to
obtain Jocal Bills, g for t 1 single i
Boards, we will gladly afford them any assistance 1n our power.

" cither by way of counscl, encouragement or example. If ey can
obta:a medical Bills free trom those features which are sud to mar
the perfection of ours, we will rejorce 1n their success, but ze could
not.

Blichs oy
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We are satistied, however, that time alone is require.d 1o enable
oar Ontario Bill to accontplish all that any well wisher of the profes
ion can & sire in the way of purification,

REMOVAIL OF THL KIDNEY.

Acase is recorded in the  dmerican Fourna of Obstancs of
the successful remova! of the kidney in a colored woman, aged 33
yaars, by Dr ] T Giltiore, Mobile, Alatama.

Following her first pregnancy, 4 years agu, an indisunct tuntor
appeared in the npper part of the left lumbar region, and was attended
with considerable pain  Within the past 4 or 5 months the pamn was
so severe that the patienr songht retef at all bazards  An ncistont
was made along the outer barder of the erectur SPIN, and on cut-
ting down, the kidney was found i a hind of hermial sac in the
quadratus lumborum, Iying on the trnsverse processes of the first
o Jumbar vertebre, its upper extremnty correspondmg with the
last rib  Only one vessel required higating  The hidney was much
atrophied  and the wrter suppases that it had boon displaced by the
pressure of the geevid nters i her first pregnary, wnd cumpressed
against the parts above menuoned  The womai: --2 Regresy—was §
months advanced in pregnancy at the ume of the operation, but
Tecovered without abortion or any untoward sympivan

A case was recorded some time agir of a4 st ceasiul vperauun ot
this kind by Pr Simoun, of Hewdleberg, for the relief of an incurable
urinary fistula, caused by a wound of the uretes, made dunng an
ovariotomy  ‘The sneeess attending this case stunulated D, Gilmore
to undertake the above operation.

. TRINITY COLLEGF MEDICAL SCHOOL
Tenders have heer adsertised for the erection of the Medical
School i connection with the Umversity of Trinity College  This
Pruilding, which is to be situated near the Toronto General Hosputal,
wilt be a plam wiite brick, two story structure. 74 feet long by 38
feet wide. On the ground Hloor will be the lecture room, 35 feet
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by 4o feet, with circular scats elevated towards the rear, and also a
waiting-room for the students, faculty room, and wuscum. The
Jecture roum will be the huglit of Luth luuts, and iie rasainder of
the sveond foor wall Le used ws o« dissecting 1 o Linidie Tasement
will Le the luboratury, the prusecting roo Gac-tahed s apartinents,
& W will give & woudut of the buddieg su v et issus.

MEETING OF MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF
ASYLUMS. .

The annual meetiog of tho American Association of Medical
Superintendents of Lunatic Asylums, will be held in the city of Toronto
during the present month. A large aod influcotial gathering is
expected, and matters of great importanco with reference to the treat-
mcnt of this unfortunate class of patients will be discussed.  Delegates
have been appointed from all parts of the States, and also from the
various asglums in Cavada  We hope they muy have an interestiog
meeting, and one that may prove mutually profitable to all concerned.

—_— ———————

MEETING OF TIE MEDICAL COUNCIL.

We would again remind our readers of the meeting of the Medieal
Council of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Ont., which is to take
place in this city, oo Tucsday, the 6th inst., at 12 o'clock, noon.

The weather is much more pleasant nuw thao it was 4 wmonth age,
and as it is generally a sluck scasun, the represatauses mil hase more
time to deliberate on the various subjects which may be hikely to co-
gage their attentiva. W trust they will enwr hearuly on the bysiness
entrusted to them, aod make such changes and nuprovements wm the
working of the Council as will be satisfactury to the profession gener-
aMly. Ao interesting and profitable session 18 confidently expeeted,
and it is our inteotion w give o full repurt of the procecdings 1o the
next number of the LaNcEr.
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TO ADVERTISERS.

We would espeenaily desire to call the attention of advertisers to the
great favilivies afforded through the medium of the advertisiog culumas
of the  Cadava Lasctr, fur bunging ther wants, vt business and
educativaal unuvancements, uader the notice of the medical profession.
Qur present cireulation is greater than the combined circulation of all
other 1nzdical journals, Ilome, and Forcign, now circulatiog in tho
Dominion of Canada. We have on our subscription list, the names of
early all medical men of note in ths proviace, besides o respectable
oumber in the lower provinces, in which wo are rapidly extendiog our
circulation. Of tho 1500 medical meo in Ontario, we find no less
than 1300 on our list. This we couslder a very large proportion,
when it is remembered that there are about 150 IHomewopaths and
Eclectics, many of whom are not subscribers o the ¢ TuxoET.

In i\ of the i d and i iug pressure on our
advertising columns, we have been reluctantly compelled to advance
our rates of advertising about 50 per cent. ‘This, wo have done in
oxder to compel advertisers to condense their-anuouncements within
smaller compass. It is not necessary to put advertisements in large
black letters with wide spaces as blind men never read themat all eveats.

HIUNTER vs. OGDEN.

We aro informed that this caso is again to be brought before the
courts,  For the benefit of those who may pot have secn the report of
this tral 1 the December number of the * LANCET,' we may bricfly
state the mawn facts of the case.  Tho pluntiff, (Hunter,) sued Dr.
Ogden, at the fall Asaizes, 1870, for Licach of cuntract, 0 fuling to
visit his wife iu her confuument, ab o wertas bour, e wisagueuee of
whick, her labur was prolunged, the cduld Just, aud snzanaty of the
mother produced. Damages sere lad at 36000, The deleadunt shuwed
inevidency, that he did nut_promss o visit ab o certam hour, that
the Labur (foutling) was o cumpatatnedy shuit and wasy oy, and that
iosunity was horeditary, and hud manfested usdf, duniog gestation,
A great many wilnesses were cablud fur the Jefence aud the tnal lusted
two days. The jury returncd a verdict for the plantiff, with $500
damages.  Subequently, an appeal was taken to the court of Queen'’s
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Bench, and the damages reduced to ouc shilling, cach party being or-
dered to pay his own costs. The verdict of tho jury was set aside by
the Judge, on tho ground that ITunter coul. ot recover, on account
of alleged injurics to his wife, and this new action iy cotered in the
name of ITunter and wife.

The re-opening of the case now looks more like persccution than
anything elde we can compare it with, and we feel that Dr. Ogdea who
is maofully fighting the battles of the profession, should have nvt only
our moral sympathy, but also our active assistance and co-operation.
These suits, many of them utterly frivolous and vexatious, are becom-
ing too uncomfortably frequent, to be treated with coldness and indif
fercoce.  *

We trust that somc measure of relif may be afforded by legishtion
or otherswise, from the thraldem, in whick the profession is now placed
with reference t0 such sunoyiug suits.

DEFECTS IN THE MEDICAL ACT,

There iz ono glanng defect 1n tho present mcdicai act for Untario,
which 1t would bo well to have remedied at as carly a date as possible.
Several contietions have been obtained from ime 1o tume wathin the
past two or three years, agaimst persons practising without a Lacenso or
proper Diploma, butitappears i the first place, that under the present
act, the amount of the finc cannot be collected, and sceondly, that as
there is no imprisonment in default of payment, the peripatetic Quack
who has nothing at stake in the countiy, can carry on his vocation io
defiance of the Jaw. ‘Thisis not as it chould be, aud we trust, that
somo effort will bo made to have this defeet remedied.

We have reccived ications from prominent mem-
bers of the profession, in different parts of the ccuntry, caliiog our
atteotion to this matter, and we therefore, tako the carliest opportunity
of * making public reference to it. It is very desirable, that every pro-
tection should be afforded those practitioncrs, who have complicd with
tho requirements of thoact; and every form of humbug and quack:
ery, should be put down by the vigorous enforcement of the law,
and if it has been found inadequate to meet the dewmands of justics,
itis high time to make the necessary improvements.

We trust, the Medical Council will take some action with regard o
this matter at their next meetiog.
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NEW TREATMENT FOR SMALL POX.

Dr. J. J. Garth Wilkinsoo, of London, Eng,, has called tho at-
tention of tho medical world to a new method of treating smail-pox,
which hio has tried in four cases of varied degrees of violeoce, with
complete success, In these cases he used Aydrastis canadenns and
ccratrum vute both internally and tocally as a lotion, Tho former,
ho sayz, extinguishes the virtoloid porson, whle tho fatter subdues the
inflamtaation and primary fever.  With regard to diet, he advises 3
judicious use of brandy and water, claret, Carlowitz or Hungarian
wines pott when the paticnt has begua to amend), beaf tea and (in con-
valesenco) fruit.  He claims for this treatment that it abridges the
duration of tho discasc, makes 1t almost parniess, subducs the 1nflama-
tion und primary fever, annuls the selondary fever, checks pustulation,
prevents itching and steneh, and saves the patient from any but the
elightest pitting.  He also claims for tho Aydrastis that it is an effect-
ive prophylactic or preventivo tv ward off the approach of the discasc.
He has published a pamphlef- on the subject, which has attracted much
attention in London, and will no doubt haso a wido civeulation among
the profession  The plant named Aydrastis canadensis is fouod within
the limits of New York State, and probably clsewhere 1o the United
States and Canada, and its tincture is made and sold for medicinal pur-
poses  The plant is popularly called orange root, and somctimes
yellow puccoon, but it must not be confounded swith anuther plaat com-
monly called puccoon.

Sclected JArvticles.

GYN.ECOLOGICAL NOTES.
BY ROBLRT BARNES, M.D.,

Ubstetn, Poysictan, wid Lectures un Sidwtery and inseases of Women und Childreo, st
St. Thoras's Hospitl

1S 4T RIGHT TO VACCINATE OR REVACCINATE PRLGNANT WOMEN ’

The uesuon has fruguently buen put w g, s waght o vae
cindle pregianl wuinen?  Sutie persoms scem W entertan the
apprehiension that pregnant women ineus specizl and senous nisks
under vacumnation.  T'o justty eaceptional ncgleat of vaccinauon m
their case, it ought to be shown, not only what this special nsk s,
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but also that it is more serious than the risk incurred by the women
themselves by taking small-pox, and thus of propagating the disease
to others. The community as well as the pregnant women must be
considered.

To make out, then, a case lor spacial exemption, it ought to be
shown that the pregnant wrman incurs a particular danger. Where
is the evidence of this? The following passage from Dr. Meigs's
work on Discases of Females (1848) has been cited to me as authori-
tative in this matter. “ Do not,” says Dr. Meigs, “ vaccinate women
when pregnant. I have been the witness of dreadful distress from
the operation. Eschew it, I entreat you.” It would be very desirable
to have the cases justifying this very emphatic assertion recorded. I
fear there is some confusion in the matter. Thus, asking for evidences
of mischief, as of abortion, frond vaccination, [ have been told of
abortion and serious illness following small-pox. I do not doubt
that small-pox is a most serious accident to a pregnant woman. But
does it not follow, 4 jfor#7orZ, that pregnant women should be pro-
tected against small-pox?

My own experience has supplied me with many illustrations
which warrant the following propositions.

1. Pregnant women living under epidemic or zymotic influences
are more pronc to take the prevalent morbid poison than others.

2. Having taken a morbid poison, they are less able to throw it
off. 'Their excretirg organs, ch>~ged with the double duty of pu fy-
ing two organisms, are liable to break down under the additional
burthen. R

3. The morbid poison then pursues its coursein a system which
is less able to resist its injurious action. Abortion and a most
dangerous form of  erperal fever are very likely to follow.

Against this certainly greater risk of taking smallnox, and cer-
tainly greater severity of the disease it taken, what, I ask again, is the
special danger o: vaccination or revaccination? The operation, we
know, is not altogether free from danger in adults of either sex
Before resorting to it, it is wise 2 get the system into gocd condition.
Do pregnant women run more risk than other adults? Prokabl,
they are at some disadvantage. But I believe that the special dread
of abortion is exaggerated, if not altogether unfounded. The healthy
ovua clings to a healthy uterz. “vith wonderful tenacity. An ordinary
illness, muck less the sligit febrile disturbance of vaccination, will
not affect this relation. On the other hand, slighter causes may pre-
cipitate an abortion already imminent.
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So far is vaccination from causing abortion, that cases are known
in which the feetus has gone safely through the vaccine disease in
wtero, 5o that it has subsequently been proof against vaccination.

I think, then, we may conclude, in the absence of decisive evi-
dence of special danger, that pregnant women are entitled to equal
protection against small-pox with the rest of the community ; and
that vaccination or revaccination should be practised on pregnant
women, in their own interest, as well as in that of the community of
which they form a part.

The opportunity afforded by the present epidemic of settling
this question by the evidence of facts on an extensive scale should
not be lost. A Zymotic Committee will, I believe, be appointed by
the Obstetrical Society. The relations of zymotics to pregnancy,
including the influences of vaccination, is just one of those subjects
which the collected experience of many practitioners can alone satis
factorily determine.

To show how urgently the particular question under discussion
calls for determination, let me cite the contradictory views expressed
tome by two of the most experienced and successful public vaccina-
tors in London.

A says: “ 1 have never had the moral”courage to try the effect,
although I have very often been tanpted to do so.  There is a strong
feeling in the minds of women against the practice ; and the fear of
an action in .be Court of Queen’s Bench has hitherto deterred me
from trying the experiment. I have frequently asked the juestion
you now pitt to me, but have never had a satisfactory answec.”

B. says: “T have only vaccinated four pregnant women, and
nothing unusual has occurred with either of them. I do without
hesitation recommend it, and intend vaccinating all the pregnant
women in the workhouse. I have at the present time two women
in an advanced state of pregnancy in the infirmary, suffering from
vaziola ; and one cont uescent from the disease, having gone thro.gh

semi-confluent form without aborting.”

Is A right? or is B. right >—2British Medical Fournal.

ADULTERATION OF LARD.—Some time ago, the stock of pre-
pared lard being exhausted, a quantity was procured from a res-
pectable pork-dealer. It was beautifully white ; so much so, that
the writer was led to question his ability to produce anything
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equal to it. The first trial was in preparing ointment of nitrate
of mercury. The color, when the mercurial solution was added,
was the roverse of citrine,indeed, decidedly saturnine, developing
in a short time to a full slate color.  Surprised at this unprece-
dented result, the usual precautions baving been talen ac to tem-
perature, etc., the lard was suspected, and, on examination, was
found to contain a large proportion of lime. Some time aftor,
being in conversation with a lard-renderer, a hint was dropped as
to the relation of lime to color, when the information was confi-
dentially imparted that a common practice among lard-dealers
was to mix from two to five per cent. of milk of lime with the
melted lard. - A saponaccous compound is formed, which is not
only pearly white, but will allow of the stirring in, during cool-
ing, of 25 per cent. of water. So much for appearances.— Cana-
dian Pharmaceutical Journal.

CARBUNCLES.

As carbuncles often follow each other in the same patient, anything
that promises to arrest thém would be gladly tried by the sufferers.
Dr. Marcet suggests in the ¢ Lancet” a ready method, provided it be
employed as soon as the small vesicle appears on the skin.

He says:—“If the carbuncle be allowed to proceed, say, for
twelve hours beyond its very first appearance, it will run its usual
course; but its progress may be arvested by the carly destruction of
the vesicle and its contents by means of the cauterising action of heat.
I have adopted many plans to effect this purpose; but the simplest of
all, and one which may be considered as abways at hand, is the use of
an incandescent lucifer-mateh. The vesicle is to be merely touched,
for a fraction of a second, with the red-hot point from five to seven or
eight times in succession, when it assumes a dull-whitish appearance
from the coagulation of the albumen it contains. The end of the hot
wire may also be used. The pain of the operation is really trifling,
and it will save from a week toa fortnight’s suffering. I have re-
peatedly applied this form of actual cautery to myself, and shall not
hesitate to do so again if necessary.

“TIn general, within four or five hours after the operation, the
pain from the incipient carbuncle has in a great measure disappeared,
and there is an end to it. 1t may happen, however, that the carbuncle
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atits origin, is deep under the surface of the skio, when no vesicle
appears 1 have not been so successful with the use of the actaal
cautery in these cases as in the others, but probably, bad the cauteri-
sation been carried deeper, the mischief might have beea arrested.”

Dr Marcet has tried vitric acid, and mtrate of siver, but found
them unreliable.  Ile thinks the carly vesicle may contain a virus, by
destroying whick the discase is nipped 1o the bud.  This simple mode
is likely to be tried further.

Dr J C Nott, in the New Yorl: Medical Journal for January,
records a caso which he suys is - the only real abortionof a car-
buncle be ever saw It was three inches in diameter, and mvolved
the tissues very deeply.  1le made a deep incision of one aud a.quar.
ter inches, and staffed it with cotton saturated sith pure carbolic acid,
aod also painted the whole hardeaed surface with the remedy. Dr.
Nott says —The paticut complained of a sharp burning sensation for
a few winutes, when the puin subsided completely. The cuticle, by
the nest day, came off, and the surface looked hke a burn,  After the
first few mivutes he was free from paiv, and never complained of asy
afterward I continued every day for a week to usert the acid, in the
same way, into the cut, which sloughed all arcund to the depth of one-
cighth of an inch, the surrounding flawmation and induration sub-
sided rapidly, and in a week \here was uothing left to treat, but the
swall open wound w.de by the kmfe and acsd. Three other small
carbuncles commenced. an inch or two from the large one, they were
all treated by incision and tho acid, and they all aborted.”—The
Doctor.

NFECTANTS. — The Chemicad Sveiety of Berhn has published
alist of the wost approved disinfectants, and the degree of concentra.
tion in which to apply them:

. Permungenate of Potash. —Onc patt of the pure salt s dissolved
n ouc hurdred purts of water.  Where the crude material 1s used, five
to ten parts of it to one huvdred of water will suflice.  Thus disinfec.
taut acts upon liquids, aud has hittle effect on solids.

Carlolic dcrd Water is obtamed by dissolving one part of pure
crgstallized c: rbolic acid (which can be rendered flud by ymuwersion
hot water) in onc hundred parts of water  Crudo carbolic acid should
bo taken ju double the quantity.

Carbolic Acid Powder is prepared by mixing ooe huudred parts
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peat, gypsum, carth, sand, sawdust, or charcoal powder, with one part
carbolic acid dissolved in water. Double the quantity of erude acid
must be taken.

Carbolic Jcid Wash.—Mix onc part carbolic acid with one hundred
parts itk of lime.

Chloride of Lime.—One part in one hundred of water.

Solution of Metallec Sults —Butter lo prepare saturated solutions
io water and frequently stir.

Sucvern's Mass is composed of one hundred parts of slaked lime.
fitecn parts coal tar aad fifteen parts chloride of magnesium dissolved
in water —Journal of Applied Chomistry

CavrerizaTioN iy Dienmuenia. -lu the 18tk Versanundung
Dentsche Naturforscha wnd daate, Di Schaller stated that he hed
entirely abanduned cautenzativn of the phary g, luryna, or conjunctiva
in diphtheria. In numerous cases he had, as o crucial expersment,
cautenized only onc side of the faucey, and he had wlways been ded to
the same conclusions .

1st. That the membrane remained attached longer on the side
which he had cauterized than on the other.

2d. That even the must energetic apphication of mitrate of silver
failed to arrest the reproduction or to prevent the eatension of the
membrane.

3d. In some cases senvny tumefaction and inflammation of the
cersical lymphaties followed the apphicativn of the caustic.

Ta these views he was supported by Ebert, Sticbel, Cohen, Rinceher,
and others, who direct the use of small picecs of jce to be constantiy
allowed to melt in the mouth, and cmploy a gargle of potass. chlor.
alcohol, potass,. permang.. carbolic acid. ete.—Medical Times.

ApproN's Disease—What is Addizon’s disease 2 At first the
prituary discase was considered to be w the supr: 1 capsules, but it
was 5004 found that all the symptoins of Addisvn s discase might be
where oo lesion of the supra-renals was discovered after death.  The
capsules have, ou the other hand, becn diseased when no symptoms
have existed durivg life.  Morcover, the capsules have no special serr-
ous apparatus.  Excision of the capsules i animals is not followed by
the symptoms of Addison's discase.  The sympathetic nervous system
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has been blatwed, but the known functions of the sympathetio give no
countenance to the theery, while the seanlunar ganglion of animals has
been sometimes extirpated without giving rise to the phenomena that
have passed under the namoof Addison's discase.  br. J. M.
Rossbach, of Wurzburg, kas collected a number of cases upon which
he contributes « singular paper 1 Virckow s drefav.  Observing that
wany nurvous symptoms and anterference with the mental facnitios
are usually reported from the time of Addison, who referred to a
peculiar mental chavge as constantly to be noticed, Dr. Rosbach
suzgests that Addiwon’'s discase 13 clearly telated to hystera.  Both
prescnt prominent nervous and mental pheoomesa.  In the ono case
the uterus is usually affected, in the other the suprirenal capsules.
Addison’s discase is thew, says Dr. Rossbach, a newosis, that is to
sag, a fuuctivual distase of the entire nervous system, which 1s not yet
anatomically reeuguizable, and stands w cluse but not necessary relation
to discase of the supraivnal capsules,  Psyohicat distuebance, extreme
xmia, catravrdivary sickness, and sery frequently aboormal pig-
mentuation of the shin are the chaructenstics of the discase, and 1t may
Yo grouped with hysteria, as ‘*diffused peurovis with unknown
anatomical basix."

Professor William Moore's case, publidied 1 our fast issuc,
which the brouzing of the skin was, puchaps, deeper than any yet
seen, and yet thore was wo discase whatever of the capsules on post-
mortem czamination by Dr. Moore, assisted by Drs. Bennett and
Little  all most able aud computent vbsersers will, with the coloured
Vithagruph, nuble the reader to Goum bis wits vptiion respecting some
of the questions in dispute .

A NEW AND SULIC[-',SSFUL TREATMEN I OF PERTUSSIS.

BY JORN J, CALDWELL, M.D., BROUKLYN, N.V.

My treatment b whoopiig cough may, or may not, be entirely
new tu the profussion, vie. lucal inediaton by the Spray  Atomizer,
siich as us made wnd suld by your wwismen Messrs. Codman &
Shardefi, wy favunite mediaial agents veng bromde of ammomum
and uf potussiwy, together with dupud preparation of telladonna.
Belicving in Nictueyer's views of tite pathoiogy of this disease, * that
whooping Luugh & atarth of the fespitaiory mucous membrane,
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bLined with intense hyp hesia of the air p 1 made
my medication drrectly to the parts affected, and the results have
been so satisfactory and mpid that 1 venture to submut the following
cases for your Journal .

Cases I and IL were my httle daughters, aged respectively
four and two years. They contracted the disease 1n July, 1809, 1t
being at that time prevalent in vut uty, and in thur cases the matady
was decided and distressing.  After exhubiting the usual remedies
with little or no relief, I resorted to the above treatment, asan expernt-
ment.  Getting up steam, and placiz.g my huie ones upon my knee,
insucha position that the spray shoukl play aght inte the face , asa
natural conscyuence they began wrying, and that was just what 1
expected, and what I most desitud, fur the deep inspirations would
carry the bromudes and bellidonaa hwine 0 the locat trouble, My
formula is as follows :—

B Eat. beliadon. fid. guts. v. 1o \.;
Potass. bromid., grs. xx. 5
Ammon, bromid, grs. x.;
Aquze destil, 2 oz

M. Fu solutio.

Of this we use a tabl ful at each applic:

July 11th.— Children much better, the intermissions of greater
space.  Made another application.

14th, —Attacks very mild, siarcely any whoop. Conunued
treatment.

16th.—Whoop and spasmodic action gone, with a shight cough,
which passed away 1 & few duys.

Aug. 24th.- Was called acruss the street to see my neighbor's
children, three in number , found them suffenng from same aftcction.
The father informed me that the distress was 50 great and constant
that the children could not rest, and were beconnng very weak and
emaciated , that their physiuan did not reheve them, and that, as the
weather was 50 oppressive, he felt fearful for thar hves, 1 adnunis-
tered the spray treatment to them in tum, while they were siung
upon the father's knee, as beforc menuoned.  They called on the
following succeeding days, viz., 25th, 20th, 27th, and 28th, and on
the first of September when 1 discharged them, cured. Sept. gth,
Mrs. McG., called at the office wuh her lhittle son, aged 2 years,
afflicted in the same manner.  After three or four applications, we
had similar happy results. Here we may say that when the mghts
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were passed vith much Bistutbatiee frone spasmodic coughing, 1t ts
our hahit ta administar the sanie ~olution by the stomach, m doses
suitable for the o asion 1. Ocwober, 1870, I was calied to the
family of Mr S, of Sachett ot., where I found s five children sutter-
ing severely with whooping cough I luit the wtunnzer ag the house,
with 2 susticient quantity £ the misturg, au the suie Ume mstructing
the mather fwha was 4 colpetnt, siitedligent porsun) how 1o admme
tster it 1 now and then cated to st h progress, and at the expar.
tion of tvn weehs was pleased to find that tie patients, ke the
others uneler wmy care, had speedily and entirely recovered.

T suhmit the above, Messrs. Editurs, as my expenience m this
distressing affection, and hope that f vther gentlemen of the protes-
sion are induced to try the modns vporandt, the tesult may prove as
satisfactary to them as it has to me. —Beston Medical and Surgwal
Fournal.

.

TREATMENT OF SCARLET FEVER.

BY W. E. WIHTEHEAD, M.D., UNITED STATES ARMY.

Scarlet fever being very prevalent at present, and wide-spread in
its ravages, 1 concluded that my eapericuce in the treatment of s
greatly dreaded disease might probably be instrumental i preserving
some fittle patient from suffering, and perhaps death,  After an
experience of some years, I have scen no plan of treatment that
gave uie so much satisfaction, of so greal suceess, o the manage-
ment of this fever in all but the most mahgnant types: m which
tatter cases, I do not know if any treatment Le of aval, for 1 have
never seen a single case of recovery, but, on the contrary, have scen
the patient succumb to the wirulence of the poison in less than
twenty-four hours  Under these Jatter arcumstances, remedics
have scarcely time 10 afiect the system, either for good or evil,

T first satisfy mysell that st as a wase of scarlet fever, bang
guided in forming the diagnusis generally by the appearance of the
tongue, which is wually very charactenstic, 1 allude to the pecubar
clevation of the papilla, their 7/ color, and the creamy white coat
through which these papille force thar way.  Being-sausfied as to
the carrectness of the diagnosis, I at once order the pauent to be
sponged ali oser, a part of the body at a ume, with hot water, m
which kas heen disolved enongh salerutus (the impure carbonate ot
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potash, to be found gencrally in every houschold) to cause a soap or
greasy sensation when the fingers are rubbed tugether after wetting
them 10 the solution.  Fhis spongg s to be cuntinued sume tune,
from fifteen mmutes to half an hour, when the surface is allowed to
dry, which it generally docs as fastas the sponge passes over i, from
the intense heat of the skin.  When dry, rub the entire surface lightly
over with a picce of bacen rind, or with swect almond oil, or fine
ofive (safad) oil.  If the throat is sore and painful, apply a thin slice
of bacon, or a flanne banduge wall suturated with il , and, in dthes
case, made sumulaung by a snail quanuty of goud ral popprr
sprivhled onats surtace.  Gave a muld apenent in the carly stages, to
free the bowels of all alvine accumulations.  Give, then, a well
diluted solution of chlomte of petassa, from a scruple to one or
more drachms, according to age or arcumstances, the above-nuned
quantity of the salt to b taken at iitervals duning the twunty four
hours, in cold water, bui better o buatley waler, ur i water Give
alt the dunk—ubaricy, apple, ot orange water-—that the patent may
desire.  The bathing and annuinung are to be repeated at least vtice
in every tventy-four hours, and <hould the heat of the skin Le great,
with muuch restlessness and a high axillary temperature, the bathing
and anomuing should by repeated twiee or three tmes i the tventy-
four hours. A duse of tinct. fern chlor. every twelve hours 1 the
carly stages, where the tendency to diphthena, ancmia, or other
manifostativins of bluud puisuling are presciil, is very smpuriani

lhe diet should be sunple, nutninous, and casily assanlatad .
mulk a0d 1 SaflUs GO, «Zgs, bual-tady uf sttty bruib, «ad
when necessary, good sparkhing wines, champagnes, catawbas, ete.
The unne should be warcfully examined daily, and the wstant any
albumen s detecied, the lunba region should be rubbed with wana
spints of winc or wrpenune lumen. Dy cups iy be appled
often with bencfit, and sometimes wet caps or leeches become
necessary to properly meet the indwauon.  Should all these expedi-
ents vt amest the kidaey trouble, I have found a free dose of
calomed of great benefit, and hase seen st sy cases effect speedy
cure,

I will not undertake here to explain how the calemel eflects so
happy a result, but merely now give you my experience in the Zreat-
ment of scatlet fever.  Of course, the calome] must be given with
caution, and npot mdisuiminately 0 vadh and ovay wee. Due
cre must be observed not to adnunister tws remedy i cases
of great debility, of granular kidneys, or to vesy old and feeble
persons.
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1 consider the tnd vl bawon the bost posstvle atticle that an be
nsed for anvinling purpuses sl dus distdse, w1 i yicias pienty of
anital oif, and ar the same time you get the stmuleting efteets of
the creasote, and other compounds, procuced by the smoke which
the bacon has been subjected to m the process of curing.—Zactfie

Med. and Surg. Fournal,

BOOK NOTICEs.

InsaNITY ASD Its TreaTarat—DBy G. F. Blanford, M.D., Oxon,
F.RCP, Tondon, Lecturer ou Pyychological Mediene, St.
George's Tospital Medical School.  Philaddphia. H. €. Lea,
1871, Toronto: Adam Stevenson & Co. §3.

T'his book supplics a want mueh felt in this department of medi-
cal fiterature,  No disease of cquul frequevey and gravity has been
s0 imperfeetly studicd as wsanity, and most works on this subject are
0o voluminous for the busy practitioner, who nceds a concise manual
for occasional refercuce, rather than an elaborate essay on tho subject,
and the work wel! weets the prevailing deficiency ~Tho author lays
uo claim to origivality, but eviuces a good deal ‘of respect fur other
men's ideas, 1le also gives the result” of his own olrervations iv a
plun practical way, wath just cnough of wcthod about it to make it
1nteresting and instrustive.

T'ho author veutures the opinion that 4 great mujority of cases of
insavity are hereditary Hosays —“We must consider not the
events of the preceding wonth or year, but the history of the ind
dual fromn lus birth, and that of his parcuts before him.”  1le assivas
a wider scope tu the bereditary clement thaw any other Enghsh writer
and asserts that it is nut incousist.nt with the law of transmtted dis-
case ta suppose that ipsanity may be caused by peculiar cceentriciues
of character chorea, cpilepsy, catalepsy. hysteria, &¢, in the parents,

The author gives great prominence to acute manifi, and his diree-
t.ons fur ats treatment are well worth the cost ¢f the book. He insists
most strungly on fuvd and sumulaung drioks, and dey
the use of blisters, bloudictting and tartarized ammovy. e also
gives some most excellent hints on the mode of deteeting msamey, and
also on the moral treatient of the in<ane, their occupations, studies,
amusements, &e. In the closing chapter he gmives some useful diree-
tions respecting the manner of examiuning patients, with reference to
their mental condition, for the puposo of siguiog a ceruficate of msan.
ity, which will be found excecdingly uscful to medical practitioners
generaliy.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

Subscribers who hase not yet pud thew subsertption, are
respeetfully requested to remit the anwunt at theu carkest con-
venisncee. & receipt tor the amount. giving the date at which
the lsul»cnplion commenced, will be for ed by the icturn
mail.
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OBITUARY.

Died, on the 7th ult, in the town of Brocksille, Dr. Robert
Edmondson, in the 6gth year of bis age.  He was burnin Ballymena,
Ireland, and resided furty two years in Brockville,. He obtained the
Degree of CAL, University of Glasgow, in 1827, and received the
provincial license in 152¢, subsequently he received the Degree of
M.D,, in Victoria College, Cubourg, and was for some time President
of the Medical Alunni Assudation of that University.  He was a
most active man and touk the decpest interost in the progress and
welfare of his adopted countra. He held the position of mayor of
Brockville for soine e, aid was also President of the Bible Sodiety.
At the time of his death he held a pruminent position in many organi-
zations, having for their object the Lrogress of the town and the good
of the people. He was also « very skillful physician and an accom-
plished schiolar, « man of enlarged and liberal mind, honest intentions,
and irrcproachable personal characier 5 mmany of the inhabitants of
the town wnd country around wiil feel vy much the luss of one who
was so universally beloved and respected as Dr. Edmondson.

ALPENA MINERAL SPRINGS.

This well is located in the ¢ity of Alpena, on Thunder Bay,
at the mouth of Thunder Bay River, Michigan, U. S. Bath
houses have been erected during the pust sumumer, and every
convenicence has been made for the benefit and comfort of inva-
lids visiting this fountain of health. The Alpena well is not
only a ©true artesian” well, but also a truc mineral well
These waters flow out of the rock in an immeuse volume, clear
and sparkling, from a depth of 900 feet below the surface.

The following chemical analysis of its waters has been given
by Protessor S. P. Dufiield, of Detroit :—

Per gallon.

Soda Bicarb...coceeevvieieireineenenenean. 13,73

Lime ¢ .ivieieninnn. ceerenas veerenes 5313
Magnesia Bicarb .... ... 62.92
Tron “© o .. 1.84
Sulph. Time...c.eiennnie. ceeeen 30,05
Silica and Aluminum.. ceeeene 3.08
Sodium Chloride..oeeereniennnens, veeee. 68,25
Organic Matter......... «ooveee. Ve 92

237.92

The sp. gr. of the water is 1.012, and it contains traces of
carbonic acid wid sulphuretted Lydrogen gases.  These waters 8
have been found uscful in the the treatment of Rlicumatism, X
Gout, Dyspepsia, ard general prostration resulting from over |
work, tou cluse application tu business, want of cxerise, &

Dr. W. J. Ruc, formerly of Chatham, has been appointed 8
Medical Superivtendent, and all communications respecting it
may be addressed to him. .




