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WILL iNTEREST YOU.

Home Classes or the Home Department of
the Sunday-school,
‘l'h: Sunday-school, Its Huworv l‘urp(me and Plan,
ethudn
n,\ M, C. Hazard, Ph.D. Paper, Net 30c,
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By George 8, Barrett, D.D. Cloth 50c,
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By Rev, J. A, Clapperton, M A. Cloth 50e.
The Preaci.ers of To-Day Series.
“‘Brief Sermons for Busy Men.” By Robert F.
rton, D.D.
he Endless Choice.” By Rev. W. J. Dawson.
““Statutes and Song.” By Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A
“‘8in and Its Conquerors.” By Rev. F. W. Farrar,
D.D., F.R.8. Cloth, Each 50c.
Foretokens of Immortality.
Slmlun ““for the hour, when the immortal ho re
burns low in the heart.” By Newell Dwight Hilli
Cloth e,
Eyery-Day Religion, or the Common- Benn
Teaching of the Bible,
By Hannah Whitall Smiti (Mrs, R. Pearsall ‘lllulh).
author of the Christian’s Secret of a Happpy Life.”
Cloth, H0¢,
Shall we Continue in Sin.
A Vital Question for Believers Answered in th,
Word of God. By Arthur T. Pierson. Cloth,
A Letter for You and ()ther I{endlnl’n
For Mothers’ Meetings. By J. M. With a pre-
fatory note b, . C. G. Moule, D.D. Cloth, 70¢.
Our Indian Siste
By Rev. E. N;orrow. Formerly of the Caleutta
Mission of the London Missionary Society. With
30 illustrations, Cloth, £1,25,
Imperialism.
By C. De Thierry, With an introduction by W. E.
Henley. Cloth, 70¢c.
Egym ln 1898
bW, Nlleu'n‘l Cloth, #1,50
Imprwulnnl of South Afriea
By James Bryce, Aull\or of “The Holy Roman
Empire. Cloth, $J.50
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NEW PUBLICATIONS.

Sunday School Outlines,

Being Normal Studies for Teachers’ Meetings,
Normal Classes, Normal Institutes,
Young People’s Societies and
Individual Students.

BY W. BOWMAN TUCKER, M.A., Pu.D,
CLOTH, - - 35e

Oonverse with the King.
Scripture Selections for Each Day of the Year, ar-
ranged topically. By Rev, W. H. Porter. Cloth,
$1.00,

Essays for the Times,
Studies of Eminent Men and Important Living
Questions, including poems written since the pub.
lication of his *“‘Songs of Life.” By Rev. k. H.
Dewart, D.D. Cloth. Net, 75¢.

Pathfinding on Plain and Prairie.

1 Stirring Scenes of Early Life in the Canadian
' North-West. By Rev. John McDougall, author of
“Saddle, Sied and Snowshoe.” Cloth, )0

Harutune; or, Lights and Shadows ot Life
in the Orient.

With numerous llluntmnmm, By Rev. H, 8
Jenanyan. Cloth, $1.0

John Black, the Apo-tle of the Red River,
By Rev. George Bryce, LL.D. With portraits and
illustrations, Cloth, 75c.

The Head-Keeper.
A Tale. By Rosa Portlock. Cloth, 50c.

Trovelyan's Little Daughters.
By Virna Sheard. With illustrations by Reginald
B, Birch. Cloth, $1.00,
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If The Lord Should Come.

It the Lord should come in the morning,
As I went about my work,

The little things and the quiet things
That a servant cannot shirk,

Though nobody ever sees them,
And only the dear Lord cares,

That they always are done in the light

of the sun,

Would he take me unawares ?

If my Lord should come at noonday,
The time of the dust and heat,
When thle glare is white, and the air is
still,
the hoof-beats sound in the
street,—
If my dear Lord came at noonday,
And smiled in my tired eyes,
Would it not be sweet his look to meet ?
Would he take me by surprise 7

If my Lord came hither at evening,
In the fragrant dew and dusk,
When the world drops off its mantle,
Of daylight like a husk,
And flowers in wonderful beauty,
And we fold our hands and rest,
Would his touch of my hand, his low
command,
Bring me unhoped-for zest ?

Why do I ask and question ?
He is ever coming to me,
Morning and noon and evening
If I have but eyes to see.
And the daily loai grows lighter,
The daily cares grow sweet,
For the Master is near, the Master is
here,
I have only to sit at his feet.

—Margaret E. Sangster, in 8. S. Times.

The Home Department.

The Banner has contributed very
greatly to the Home Department of our
schools, which has made such marvel-
lous progress during the last four years.
We bespeak the earnest co-operation of
superintendents everywhere in these fall
months to give the Home Department
a chance to show what it can do.
Twelve hundred of our schools are
closed in the winter. This is a great
and, in many cases, fatal mistake.
Some of the schools are never opened
again.  Others open with weakened
efficiency after their suspended anima-
tion. In the few cases where it is im-
possible, through bitter weather and im-
passable roads, to keep the school open,
the Home Department will prove an ad-
mirable substitute. The school liera-
ture can be distributed, the interest in
the lesson kept up in the households,
and incalculable benefit will result to the
homes and the schools. In many cases
they will so stimulate the schools that
they will be kept in vigorous operation
during the whole year. Send a card at
once to the Rev. Dr. Briggs for a free
copy of Dr. Withrow’s pamphlet on * The
Home Department; What it i and What
it Does.” Only a small part of the
large edition now remains.

—eetee—

Dr. Adam Clarke, in his last days,
wrote : “The prayers of my childhood
are yet precious to me; and the simple
hymns which I sang when a child, I still
remember with delight.”
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The Meaning of the Plebiscite.
( ——

The plebiscite of September 29th was
the greatest moral victory ever won for
the cause of prohibition. For the first
time in the history of the world, over a
country as large as the whole of Europe,
the will of the people was declared in
.one day on this question. Every pro-
vince in the Dominion, save one, gave a
‘majority in favour of prohibition. The
vote was not a light one, but a very
large one, and a majority at the time
of writing of 18,000 is recorded as in
favour of the most stringent prohibition
of the manufacture, importation, or sale
not only of whiskey, rum and brandy,
but of ale, wine, beer and cider.

When this vote is examined, its true

The people of the Maritime Provinces,

{ than whom there are no more intelli-

gent in the Dominion, who have had
large experience for years of local pro-
hibition in many of their counties and
know its worth, gave a very large ma-
jority for it of about 40,000. But this
is offset by the almost solid vote of the
French Roman Catholic population of

. Quebec, the most illiterate in the Do-

minion. Thousands of them can neither
read mnor write, and many thousands
more can speak no language but French,
and are completely under the influence
of their priests. Leading men of theiy
race had on the Sunday before the
plebiscite, harangued the people from
the steps of the churches and urged them
to vote against prohibition. A special
ground of opposition was that this was
a movement chiefly instigated and sup-
ported by the Protestant churches to
force a yoke of bondage on the French

| Cathelic people.

This vote is the harbinger of a Lrighter

i
day. It heralds the dawn of a new

era. The discussion from pulpit, plat-
form, and in the press 1{is & great
moral education of the people,
The majority is confessedly not great
enough to furnish a mandate to the
Government to bring in a prohibitory
bill. But it is the hand-writing on the
wall that this guilty traffic is weighed
in the balance and found wanting. I
is a warning to the liquor trade to set
its house in order, to divert its capi.al
to productive instead of destructive in-
dustry, It is the presage and the pro-
pheey of the time—early, we hope, in the
twentieth century—when this nefarious
business shall be no longer known
among us.

The people of Canada have failed to
rise to the grandeur of their privilege
and obligation. Tune apathy of many
professed Christians and so-called tem-
perance men, and the intense and mer-
cenary activity, and in many cases cor-
rupt practices, of the liquor traffic, have
conspired to retard for a time the pro-
hibition cause. It is only for a time
It is the temporary ebb of the tide,
which shall rise, and in its resistless
might and majesty sweep away the God-
dishonouring, soul-destroying traffic.

Every selfish, sordid and sinister motive
was appealed to by the liquor interest.
The unnatural thirst for strong drink, the
plea of so-called personal liberty, the

significance will be seen. It is the vote
of the most inteiligent, law-abiding and
well-to-do portions of the community.

mercenary menace of direct taxation—
although the country pays six times as
much for its drink bill as the wretched
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revenue derived therefrom, and as much
more for its direct results—and, this
huge drink bill is paid chiefly by the
poor drunkard, and his starving wife and
children,

But we are not disheartened,
are enlisted in this war for life,
tory is as sure to come as the
rise or the millennium to dawn.

We
Vie-

“For right is right since God is God,
AnA right the day must win:
To doubt would be disloyalty,
To falter would be sin.”

ST CRR———

About the Future.

The Rditor of The Methodist Magazine
and Review and Sunday-school peri-
odicals accepts his practically unanimous
re-election by the General Conference
as a mandate to still further improve
to the utmost of his ability, and that
of the Methodist Publishing House, the
several periodica’s committed to his care,
Our readers will have observed the en-
larged space given in The Banner to ex-
positions of the Sunday-school lessons
and to editorial and carefully selected
matter on Sunday-school topics. Al-
most every number for the year has con-
tained at least sixty-four pages, which
for the low price of five cents is a marvel
of cheapness. It beats the cheap ten-
cent monthlies in their own field. The
pages of music have also been very
highly appreciated, The present high
standard will in every way be main-
tained, and whatever further improve-
ments may be possible will he added.

THE METHODIST MAGAZINE AND REVIEW,

This periodical has been received with
very great favour. It has been much
enlarged and improved, and its cirenla-
tion has largely increased. The Editor
has yet higher ideals, and his efforts to
reach them will be a long stride forward
in the history of this favourite family
monthly, It is too early yet to make
full announcements, but the hearty co-
operation of every reader is earnestly
solicited to, if possible, double the cir-
culation.  The Magazine wil be made,
the Editor confidently believes, the best
denominational monthly in the world,

e e e ea————— e . —

Some kind fricnds have said that it is
that already, but it is far from his ideal,

It is a noteworthy fact that where once
it secures an entrance to a household
it becomes a permanent visitor, At the
General Conference, the Eastern Book
Steward said that one gentleman was so
enthusiastic about it that he ordered it
to be sent to a friend, who already re-
ceived many magazines, with the pro-
mise to pay for it himself if the friend
did not. The friend was surprised and
delighted to find 80 excellent a family
magazine in his church, and forthwith
ordered it for himself. Will not our
patrons, especially our ministers, kindly
call the attention of their friends to its
merits, lend them a copy, and ask their
subscription,

FOURTEEN NUMBERS FOR ONE
SUBSCRIPTION,

As a special inducement we offer the
fourteen numbers from November to the
end of 1899 for one year's subscription,
New patrons will thus receive the whole
of the story by the Rev. Charles Sheldon,
author of “ In His Steps; or, What would
Jesus  Do,” entitled, * His Brother's
Keeper.”  This is a powerfully written
story, discussing some of the most im-
portant social problems of the times,
strikes, lock-outs, the liquor trafic and
evangelizing the people, They will
secure, too, the bright four-part story,
specially written for our pages, “ A
Princess in Calico.” The various de-
partments will be maintained with in-
creased vigour, with superior illustra-
tion, and great variety of contributions,
Now is the time for a grand forward
movement. Let us have the hearty help
of all our friends. Send your subscrip-
tions at once.  $2.00 a year, or $1.75 if
taken with either The Guardian or Wes-
leyvan.  Schools taking two or more
copies—some have taken from 10 to 40
copies—will receive them at $1.60 a year,
Much cheaper, more attractive and up-
to-date than books.

PREMIUMS,

Any subscriber, new or old, may re-
ceive a copy of either “ Valeria, the
Martyr of the Catacombs,” or * Lawrence
Temple, the King's Messenger.”  Price,
75 cents each, fully illustrated, for only
25 cents each, post free,

Address, Rev, William

Briggs, Toronto;
C. W. Coates, Montreal; or Rev. . F.
Huestis, Halifax, N.S.




Temperance in the Sunday-
school.

Our whole ccuntry has been marvel-
leusly stirred by the great temperance
campaign which has just losed. Our
n inisters, teachers, and schools have
been thoroughly alert in this regard.
The following item from the Belleville
Intelligencer indicates the kind of work
that has been done in scores, if not hun-
dreds, of these schools.

“The superintendent of Bridge Street
Sunday-school, Mr. Wm. Johnson, re-
ferred to the plebiscite and expressed
the earnest hope that all parties and
creeds would unite in supporting pro-
hibition. He asked all teachers and
officers who were in favour of prohibi-
tion to range themselves around the
platform, and every one present re-
sponded to the request. He then asked
all the scholars present who were in
favour of the measure to stand up, and
this request met with the same unani-
mous response. Those present describe

the sight of the whole school, teachers
officers and pupils, declaring themselves

so unanimously on the question as a
most inspiring one.”

The campaign has only begun. Each
of us is enlisted for life in the war
against intemperance, which is such a
lawless, God-and-man-defying institution
that not even the most rigid prohibitory
law will not altogether prevent its out-
rages. The Sunday-schools may do in-
calculable service by getting every
scholar enrolled in the temperance pledge
book. The class books issued from our
Book-Rooms contain this pledge. Let
every teacher see to it that all his
scholars’ names are in it. The temper-
ance Sunday, 27th of November, will be
an admirable opportunity. We beg to
call attention to the following communi-
cation to Sunday-school superintendents
from the Woman's Temperance Union of
Canada :

APPEAL TO SUPERINTENDENTS,

We often hear it said that the teachers
of the public schools are doing more to-
wards the solution of the temperance
question than any other agency—that the
593,840 scholars now passing through the
Government schools of Ontario, and ob-
taining, wherever the law is observed,
a knowledge of scientific temperance, are

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

forming a great phalanx of conscience
voters that will render possible in our
province enforced prohibition. We re-
joice in this educational factor. It
promises much for the future of temper-
ance in Canada. We believe with Mary
Hunt—the woman whose foresight and
faith discovered and utilized it first, and
whose one absorbing passion is to-day
the further extension of the good work
that “the star of hope hangs over the
school house.” But we are also con-
strained to feel that the church school
is just as chargeable with the faithful
temperance education of the child as
the public school.

The last provincial report of the Sun-
day-school Association shows us that in
the Protestant schools alone there are
423,646 pupils. As Bishop Baldwin said
recently, ““ It means a great deal to have
the seal of the approval of God and the
church so unmistakably placed upon the
temperance reform, that from earliest
childhood our young people will look up-
on the crusade against intemperance as
a part of church work.”

In addressing you, we feel that it will
not be necessary to spend much time in
convincing you either of the need or
value of temperance teaching in the
Sunday-school. A great change in this
respect has taken place in our city dur-
ing the last few years. Yet it is felt
that an unusual effort should be made to
provide interesting programmes in con-
nection with the temperance lessons. It is
alsc thought that if a uniform plan were
adopted, there would be more likelihood
of its successful working. The follow-
ing method, therefore, tried with great
success in other places, is suggested :

That on the quarterly temperance Sun-
day the usual exercises be dispeused
with and the older or Bible classes in
each school be in turn made responsible
for presenting the theme of the day.
For example, the young men's class
would undertake one programme, pro-
vide a ten-minute Bible talk on the as-
signed verses, and follow this with a
couple of five-minute papers or addresses
on such topics as Canada’s drink bill,
Why this country needs prohibition, The
value of the pledge, What a young man
can do to further temperance, ete. A
good recitation, and a song or two, that
could be secured from amongst the
younger scholars if necessary, would
also come in appropriately.

Next quarter the adult Bible class
could take the lead, depending perhaps

on the infant class for the lighter ele-

ments of
quarterly
officers t
where tl
was that
begun to
the scho
children
to hear t
temperan
the year
been give
ages rang
As it w
ment to
an assist:
the atter
could kne
ing it, I
reply to

Pro,

We tak
the admis
Rev. A, C
day-schoo
Methodist

It is gr
able adva
day-schoo!
years,

The nu
3,251; in 1
ber of tes
33,018; ir
scholars i1
an increas

Notwith:
cism that
against th
son to bel
much atte
ment of tl
being reali
ranks man
consecrateg
earnestly
from reack
nected wit
Canada 90(
As only 2
schools, he
is one of t

the church
school for
Methodist



ments of the programme. On the last
quarterly lesson let the teachers and
officers try their hands. In one school
where this plan was tried the verdict
was that no previous arrangement had
begun to equal it for interesting not only
the school itself, but the parents of the
children who came out in large numbers
to hear their own boys and girls discuss
temperance, The best programme of
the year in that school was said to have
been given by a class of ten boys whose
ages ranged from fifteen to seventeen,

As it would not only be an encourage-
ment to the promoters of the plan, but
an assistance in further pressing it upon
the attention of superintendents, if I
could know what schools purposed try-
ing it, T would be much obliged for a
reply to this letter,

T
Progress of Our Schools.

We take the following extracts from
the admirable quadrennial report of the
Rev. A. C. Crews, Secretary of the Sun-
day-schools and Epworth Leagues of the
Methodist Church in Canada :

It is gratifying to unote that consider-
able advance has been made in the Sun-
day-school work during the past four
years,

The number of schools in 1894 was
3,251; in 1898, 3,387; increase, 136. Num-
ber of teachers in 1894, 80,807; in 1898,
33,018; increase, 2,211, Number of
scholars in 1894, 252,646; in 1898, 270,239;
an increase of 17,783,

Notwithstanding all the adverse criti-
cism that has recently been directed
against the Sunday-school, there is rea-
son to believe that never before has so
much attention been paid to this depart-
ment of the church. Its importance is
being realized more and more, and in its
ranks many of the most intelligent and
consecrated people of the church are
earnestly working, and yet we are far
from reaching the ideal. There are con-
nected with the Methodist Church in
Canada 900,000 members and adherents.
As only 270,239 of these are in our
schools, how to reach the other 630,000
Is one of the momentous problems which
the church should solve. The Sunday-
school for every Methodist, and every
Methodist in some of the departments
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of the school, should be the church’s
motto for the coming century,
TEMPERANCE,

It is to be regretted that the reports
for 1898 show a decrease of 22,930 in the
number of scholars who have taken the
total abstinence pledge. There is, how-
ever, a considerable difference of opinion
as to the meaning of the words at the
head of the column of schedule Number
who have taken total abstinence pledge,”
Some interpret this as meaning the tota!
number of scholars in the school who
have at any time taken the pledge; while
others consider that it is intended to
cover only those who have signed the
pledge during the year. It is evident,
therefore, that the figures are totally un-
reliable as affording any information as
to the amount of temperance work that
is being done. It would, in the opinion
of many, be better if the schedule could
be changed to read—* Number of pledged
abstainers in the school.” There can
be no more fruitful field for temperance
work than among the young. We would
urge that every possible means be used
to instil the principles of temperance
into the minds of our boys and girls and
to induce them to become pledged total
abstainers,

MISSIONS,

The amount contributed for missions
by our schools during the past four
vears is $83,781.68, being a decrease of
$14,970.60 when compared with the pre-
vious four years. It is possible that the
unusual activity displayed in missionary
work by our Leagues during the past
few years may have interfered to some
extent with the collecting usually done
by the Juveniles, but there is really no
necessity for this. BEach department has
a constituency of its own,

The Missionary Report shows that in
many places nothing whatever is con-
tributed by the Sunday-schools, We
would strongly urge superintendents to
emphasize the importance of our mis-
sionary work, to frequently hold mis-
sionary services, and arrange for some
systematic method of missionary giving.
We recommend that at least one col-
lection per month for missions be taken
up in all our schools, in those months
in which other connexional lections
are not taken,

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS,

The International Series of Lessons are
being used almost universally in our
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schools, and are more popular than ever.
The following resolution was recently
unanimously adopted by the General
Board in relation thereto :

“ Resolved, That the Board desires to
reiterate its devotion to the International
series of lessons for the Sunday-schools.
Few things have so drawn the Evan-
gelical Churches together as the fact that
in the Old World and the New many
millions of scholars and teachers, Sun-
day after Sunday, for year after year,
study the same portions of the Word of
God. We earnestly deprecate any at-
tempts to so modify the uniform system
as to interfere with the plan of one les-
son for the whole school and for all the
schools.”

SUNDAY-SCHOOL AID FUND,

This fund was established about twenty-
three years ago for the purpose of as-
sisting poor schools in remote and de-
stitute neighbourhoods to secure papers
and periodicals with which to carry on
their work.

In some places the population is so
scattered and the people so poor that it
would be an impossibility to keep up a
Sunday-school without some such help
as this.

The principle of self-help is adopted to
as great an extent as possible, and
gchools receiving aid are expected to
contribute one-half of the amount of the
grant. In this way the schools assisted
have contributed during the past four
years the sum of $10,655.66.

In the case of entirely new schools in
needy localities an entirely free grant
is frequently made for the purpose of
giving the workers a fair start.

The collections for this fund should be
taken up annually in all our schools.
The following is a statement of receipts
from this source for the quadrennium :

2,506.11

IO s aviaivs  RGIRES
y o (R AR S $10,714.79
OO ANDE .o vro i 10,362.61
Increase ........... %$352.18

This fund is very greatly indebted
to Mr. Warring Kennedy, who for over
twenty years has acted as General Trea-

surer. The business-like manner in
which he has prepared the annual state-
ments and the interest he has manifested
in the welfare of the fund have been of
the greatest value. We trust that the
collections in the Sunday-schools for our
other connexional funds will not be for-
gotten,

THE CATECHISM,

We would call attention to the new
Catechism which has been specially pre-
pared for use in our schools. The re-
turns show that 27,504 of our scholars
are learning the catechism, which is alto-
gether too small a percentage. It is
important that our young people be well
grounded in the doctrines of their church,
and no other means are so likely to ac
complish this end as a systematic study
of the catechism.

The committee appointed by the Ia
General Conference have spent much t
and care in the preparation of this
book, and it is expected it will be i+ 1o
duced into all our schools, mem: ized
and carefully studied every Sal

TRAINED WORKERS,

One of the greatest needs of our Sun-
day-school work is trained teachers and
officers, While teachers in the day-
schools are required to undergo a special
and thorough preparation for their
duties, Sunday-school teachers are in
most cases placed in charge of classes
without the slightest preparation. This
ought not so to be.

Pastors and superintendents are strong
ly urged to conduct Normal classes
wherever practicable. There should at
least be a regular weekly meeting of
teachers for the study of the lesson. It
is most astonishing that out of 3387
schools only 296 have such a meeting.
Many of the difficulties which seem to
stand in the way are imaginary, and the
real obstacles might be removed by
earnest effort.

The work of a Sunday-school teacher
is so important that every possible
means should be used to reach the high-
est possible standard of efficiency. We
have our fears that the lesson helps in
the International Series may lead our
teachers to think that the weekly meet-
ing for the study is not a prime neces-
sity, and so result, too often, in mere
routine and superficial instruction. The
Board would urge upon pastors and
superintendents to use their best efforts
to correct this evident evil.
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EPWORTH LEAGUE READING COURSE,

(See adeertisement in this number, )

The success of the Epworth League
Reading Course has been almost phenom-
nal.  Commencing in a small way it
as steadily and rapidly advanced,

In 189396 there were sold, . 420 sets,
In 1896.97 w L LC00
In 1897.98 , "o

In 1898.99, estimated sale . 2,500

The purpose of this Course is to help
realize one of the objects for which the
League was organized, the cultivation of
intelligent piety, Reading Circles have
been carried on all over our work, and
the universal testimony of pastors and
others is that the study of the good

« books provided has been a marvellous
blessing to the young people,

GENERAL SECRETARY'S PERSONAL

STATEMENT,

During the past three years the General
Secretary has attended a large number
of conventions, anniversaries, and other
assemblies, in pursuance of the duties
outlined for him by the last G 'neral Con-
ference,

Every Conference in our work has
heen visited, and meeetings held, not only
in the large centres, but on many coun-
try circuits, which have been largely at-
tended, and great interest manifested,

Eight hundred and eighty-six public ad-
dresses and sermons have been delivered.
Leaving out July and August, this is an
average of one for every day of the year,
with the exception of Saturday. About
one-third of these addresses have been
in the interests of Sunday-schools, and
two-thirds of the Epworth League,

During these three years 52,150 miles
have been travelled, an average of 17,383
per year, For travelling expenses the
sum of $1,437.73 has been expended. The
collections taken up at meetings attended
have paid this with the exception of
§196.44, which has been drawn from the
funds of the General Board. This deficit
has been brought about by visits to
small places where congregations were
not large,

In addition to this field work, a large
amount of office work has been attended
to, the correspondence being so great as
o require the employment of an office

assistant,
A. C. CREWS,
General Secretary.

vii

A Possible Contemporary Repre-
sentation of the Crucifixion.*

Some of the most interesting side-
lights upon history have been found in
the * graffiti,” or wall inscriptions, of
Pompeii and Herculaneum, and of the
Catacombs and ruins of ancient Rome.
Some of these were mere satirical serib-
blings or caricature pictures. One of
these, which was discovered by Father
Garrucei in 1857, we have personally ex-
amined in the museum of the Collegio
Romano. It is thus described by Rev,
Samuel Manning, LL.D.:

“In the chambers which were occupied
as guard-rooms by the Praetorian troops
on duty in the palace of the Caesars, a
number of rude caricatures are found
roughly scattered upon the walls, just
such as may be seen upon barrack-walls
in every part of the world. Amongst
these is one of a human figure nailed
upon a cross, To add to the ‘offence
of the cross’ the Crucified One is re-
presented with the head of an animal,
probably that of an ass, Before it
stands the figure of a Roman legionary
with one hand upraised in the customary
attitude of worship. Underneath is the
rude, misspelt, ungrammatical inserip-

*Ab idged from Methodist Ma_azine and Rev'er.
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|
tion, ‘Alexamenos worships his God.' |
It can scarcely be doubted that we have |
here a contemporary caricature executed |
by one of the Praetorian guards ridicul-
ing the faith of a Christian comrade.”
Other similar caricatures have been |
found. A short time ago another
graffito of much interest has been found
in Rome. Copies of both these graffiti
have been forwarded to us by Prof. L. |
Reynaud, an esteemed correspondent in
Rome. Prof. Reynaud, however, is not |
convinced that they are representations

was a habit to which the Romans were
very much addicted, and owing to it we
have been fortunate in obtaining much
information which we could not have

| obtained in any other way.

“The picture is scratched on the level
of the ground close by the angle of one
of the passages which lie under the
structures of the Palace of the Caesars
Beneath it is a vast series of substruc
tures which supported the palace and
which afforded rooms and passageways
for the servants and especially the sol
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of the Crucifixion. The second graffito
is thus described in an article in
" L'Illustrazione Italiana” :

“ Not since the discovery of the ‘ logia
containing some unpublished sayings of
Christ has anything been found which
compares in interest to the student of
Christian archaeology with the alleged
discovery in the palace of Tiberius, on
the Palatine Hill in Rome, of a ‘ graffito’
representing the Crucifixion. A ‘graffito,’
it may be said, is a picture or inscription
scratched on the wall. Making graffiti

»
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diers. At any moment a force of sol-
diers could be concentrated at any point
of danger.

“It is not surprising that the soldiers
for diversion used to scratch lines and
drawings on the rough plaster of the
wall. The ‘graffito’ of the Crucifixion
is very crude, as is so often the case in
sketches of this kind. It is thought
that the picture was drawn by a soldier
who took a more or less active part in
the Crucifixion on Mount Calvary. The
figures are about six inches high. At
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the tlpht and left are crosses, and sol-
diers mount ladders placed against them.
Each person in the great tragedy is duly
Inscribed with his name, and ‘ Piletus’
\ «ediy intended for Pontius
Pilate.  The inseription of twelve or
fifteen  lines begins with the word
e vlieh i known as a form of
the ume of Christ. There is consider-
able doubt as 1o the meaning of the rest
0 f<eription. M. Marucchi de-
ciphers part of it: ‘Crestus, rirgis
coesus decretus mori, super palum virus
fini . which is to say, ‘ Christ, after
being ' eaten with rods, having been con-
demred 10 die, has been attached living
to he cross,'  Some contend that Prof.
Marueehi is  mistaken, and that the
Scene represents a ropewalk, but what
objeet would Roman soldiers have in
portraying a ropewalk, and how does
this do away with *Crestus’ and
‘Plletns’ » M. Marucchi makes a great
poini I showing that behind the central
ficure there seems to have been a third
croos. for it s still possible to dis-
tinguish a third ladder running up the
same height as the others, and also a
third rope hanging downward like the
rest,”

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

Methodist Magazine and Review
: for October.

Two very fully illustrated articles in
this number are * Mountaineering by
Rail,” and “ Around the Mediterranean,”
by Dora M. Jones. Dr. Antliff, of Wes-
leyan College, Montreal, has an able ar-
ticle describing how we get the Bible, full
of interesting information. Miss Ninde
records the heroic devotion of Mary
Reed, a Methodist missionary among the
lepers in India, In lighter vein are
“ How the Methodists Got a Chapel at
St. Germans, Cornwall,” *“ The Glad
Soul,” by Miss Teskey, “ Rhoda Roberts,”
and “In His Steps.” Bishop Fowler's
magnificent article on “ British and Am-
erican Methodism,” is accompanied by
an excellent portrait. The General Con-
ference is fully treated. The re-election
of the Editor by that body gives him a
mandate to improve and develop this
magazine. Fourteen numbers to the end
of 1899 will be given for one year's sub-
scription,

Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax: S. F. Huestis.
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months.

ORDER OF SERVICES-FOURTH QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE.
1. Simxor,
11, Resronsive SeNTENCES,

Svrer, This is the day which the Lorp hath made H
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Bonoon, T was glad when they said unto me, Let us
go into the house of the Lorp. Blessed
is the man whom thou choosest, and
causeth to approach unto thee, that he |
may dwell in thy courts: we shall be 1
satisfled with the goodness of thy house, |
even of thy holy temple,

The fear of the Lorp is the beginning of
wisdom :

A good understanding have all they that do
his commandments.

Suer,
Al

m
v
V. Praver, followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert.
Vi

Sixaive,
T TeN COMMANDMENTS, OR THE APosTies' OREED,

Sixaina,

|
|
|
[
|
LESSON SERVICE,
1. Cuass 8TUDY OF THE LESSON.

11, 8ixoiNo Liesson Hywx,

111, RRoITaTioN oF TiE TiTLE, GOLDEN TEXT, AND OUTLINE
by the school in concert, |

IV. REVIEW AND APPLICATION OF TR LESSON by Pastor or
Superintendent.

V. SuPrLEMENTAL Lrssos. [Special lesson in the Church
Catechism may here be introduced.]

VI. AxNouNcEMENTS [especially of the Church service and
the Epworth League and week-evening prayer-
meetings.)

CLOSING SERVICE,
L. SiyeiNo,

IL. ResPoNsive SENTENCES,

Suer.  Stand thou still awhile, that I may show

thee the word of God.

ScrooL.  What doth the Lorp require of thee, but to
do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God? Looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ,

Surr, Now unto him that is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you faultless be.
fore the presence of his glory with exceed.
ing joy.

To the only wise God our Saviour, he glory
and majesty, dominion and power, boty
now and forever.  Amen,

Auv,
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lNTERNATlONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES INTHE HISTORY OF JUDAH.

LESSON VI. HEZEKIAII’S GREAT PASSOVER.

[Nov. 6,

GOLDEN TEXT. Yield yourselves unto the Lord, and enter into his sanctuary. 2 Chron. 30, 8,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

1
|Compare 2 Chron. 85, 1-19.]

2 Chron. 30. 1-13.

[ Commit to memory verses
10-13.]
| o

1 And Hez-e-ki ah sentwoall Is ra-eland Ju'dah, | =
and wrote letters also to E’phra-im and Ma-nas’-
seh, that they should come to the house of the
Loxp at Je-ru'sa-lem, to keep the passover unto

the Loxp God of Is'ra-cl. ;

2 For the king had taken counsel, and his
prmv s, and all tk ngregation in Je-ru'sa-lem,
to keep the passover in the second month,

3 For they could not keep it at that time, be
cause the priests had not sanctitied themsely
sufliciently, neither had the peopic gathered them- |
selves together to Je-ru'sa-lem,

-

b

4 And the thing pleased the king and all the
congregation,

5 So they established a decree to make procla-
mation throughout all 1s'ra-el, from Be-er'she-bha
even to Dan, that they should come to keep the
passover unto the Lorp God of Isfra-el at Je-ru’- | 9
sa-lem : for they had not done it of along time in |
such sort as it was written,

6 So the posts went with the letters from the
king and his princes throughout all Is'ra-el and
Ju'dah, and according to the mnmmnllnum of |
the king, saying, Ye children of Is'ra-el, turn |
again unto the Lokp God of A’bra-ham, l’~uu<
and Isra-el, and he will return to the remnant of
you,t are escaped out of the hand of the kings
of As-syri-a.

7 And be not ye like your fathers, and like
your brethren, which trespassed against the Logp
God of their fathe who therefore gave them up |
to desolation, as ) e,

*

8 Now be ye not stiffuecked, as your fathers
were, but yield yourselves unto the Lorp, and
enter into his sanctuary, which he hath sanetified
forever : and serve the Lorp your God, that the
fierceness of his wrath may turn away from| g
you,

9 For if ye turn again unto the Lok, your
brethren and your children shall flud compassion
before them that lead th aptive, so that they
shall come again into this land: for the lnl(lv‘
your God is gracious and merciful, and will not
;nrn away Ais face from you, if ye return nmu‘ 10
him

10 So the posts passed from city to city, through
the country of E’phra-im and Ma-nas’seh, |un|
unto Zebf-lun : but they laughed them to scorn, |
and mocked them.

11 Nevertheless, divers of Ash'er and Ma-nas™- |
seh and of Zebfu-lun humbled themselves, and | 12
came to Je-russa-lem.

REVISED VERSION,

And Hez-e-ki'ah sent to all Is’ra-el and Ju-
dah, and wrote letters also to E’phra-im
Ma-nas’seh, that they should come to the house
of the Lorp at Je-ru’sa-lem, to keep the pass
over unto the Lorp, the God cf Isma-el, For
the king had taken counsel, and his princes,
and all the congregation in Je-ru’sa-lem, 1o
keep the passover in the second month, For
they could not keep it at that time, becaus
the priests had not sanctified themselves )
sufficient number, neither had the peopl
gathered themselves together to Je-ru’sa-len,
And the thing was right in the eyes of the king
and of all the congregation. So they estub-
lished a decree to make proclamation through-
out all Is'ra-¢l, from Be-er'she-ba 110 Dan,
that they should come to keep the passover
unto the Lorp, the God of Is'ra-el, at Je-ru'-
sa-lem : for they had not kept it in great nuim-
bers in such sort as it iswritten, 8o the posts
went with the letters from the king and his
princes throughout all Is'ra-el and Ju’dah, and
according to the commandment of the king,
saying, Ye children of Isfra-el, turn again unto
the Lorp, the God of A'bra-ham, I'saac, and
Is'ra-el, that he may return to the remmnunt
that are escaped of you out of the hand of the
Kings of As-syrfi-a. And be not ye like your
fathers, and like your brethren, which tres
passed against the Lorp, the God of their
fathers, so that he gave them up to desolation,
as ye see.  Now be yenot stiffnecked, as your
fathers were: but yield yourselves unto the
Loxrp, and enter into his sanctuary, which he
hath sanctified forever, and serve the
your God, that his fierce anger may turn away
from you. For if ye turn again unto the
Lorn, your brethren and your children shall
find compassion before them that led them
captive, and shall come again into this lund:
for the Lorp your God is gracious and merci-
ful, and will not turn away his face from you,
if ye return unto him. 8o the posts pussed
from ecity to city through the country of
Efphra-im and Ma-nas’seh, even unto Zeb'u
lun: but they laughed them to scorn, and
mocked them. Nevertheless divers of Ash'er
and Ma-nas’seh and of Zeb’u-lun humbled
themselves, and came to Je-ru'sa-lem. Alsoin
Jurdah was the hand of God to give them one

Nov. 6.
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12 Also in Ju’dah the hand of Goc
them one heart to do the

Loxb,

the second month, a very great congregation,

Home Readings,

Lesson Hymns,

No. 124, New Canadian Hymnal,

Oh, for a heart to praise my God,
A heart from sin set free,

No. 119, New Canadian Hymnal.

Oh, the bitter pain and sorrow
That a time could ever be,

No. 120, New Canadian Hymual,

Tam thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice,
And it told thy love to me.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. A National Revival, v. 1-5,

To what feast were the people summoned ¥

What tribes were called ¢

To what place ¢

Who had agreed to keep this festival ¥

Why could it not be held at the proper time ¥

How widely was proclamation made ¥

Why was this announcement nec sary ¥

Who bore the tidings ¢
2T Invitation, v. 6-9,

What duty and promise were proclaimed ?

What caution was urged ¢

To whom were the people to submit and render
service ¥

What further promise was made to them

What traits of God's character encouraged the
return ¥

How had God
8ee Exod. 84, 6, 7.

proclaimed himself to Moses?

1 was to give
commandment of
the king and of the princes, by the word of the

13 And there assembled at Je-ru’sa-lem much
people to keep the feast of unleavened bread in

M. Hezekiah's good beginning, 2 Chron, 29
-1 ¥ ¥ " By whom was it accepted »
Tu. Hezekiah's Great Passover, 2 Chron, 30, \\'Iml “""v"d"lml"h w l'“mp“."“w? ,
1-13 What grathering resulted ¥ Wherey W hen?
W, Cleansing und sacrifice. 2 Chron, 30. What king had a like national revival a century
14-20.
Th, The feast continued. 2 Chron. 30
F.  Zeal and success. 2 Chron. 31,
S, A prosperous king. 2 Kings 18, 1
8. The passover instituted. Exod,

heart, to do the commandment of the king
and of the princes by the word of the Lokb,

13 And there assembled at Je-ru sa-lem much
people to keep the feast of unleavened bread
in the second month, 4 very great congrega-
tion,

3. The Response, v. 10-13.
Where was the invitation spurned ¥

later?  See chap. 35, 1-19,

Teachings of the Lesscn,
L Do not negleet God's ordinances, His in-
junction is imperative, Publie worship, baptism,
| the Lord’s Supper—can we ignore
guiltless ¢
2. Turn to the Lord. He will be gracious.
delights in the prayer of the penitent,
3. Some laughed and mocked,

them and be

He

That was peril-

| ous.  Later, punishment came, Soe chap.
16, 17, 8o is penalty promised to all who neg-
lect, > Prov. 1. 24-31,  Beware !

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLA Rx.
1. A National Revival, v, |

To whom besides his own subjects did Hezekiah
v

send letters
What gre
while Hez

t evil befell the kingdom of Israel
kiah was King of Judah »

What did the feast of the passover commemo-
rate ¥

Where was it always held ¢

Had these people been in the habit of going to
|ite

At what time of the year was it held ¢

With whom did the king take counsel toch
the time ¢

For what reason ?

Was this right ¥

How far did Hezekial's proclamation reach ?

What two kingdoms were included in this
territory ¥

What was the name of the last king of Israel?

Who had overthrown his kingdom ¢
2. The Invitation, v. 6-9,

Who were the priests ¢

What was the first part of Hezekiah's message ?
“Turn again,” ete,

What promise did he make them if they returned
to Gl ?

What had become of their fathers and their

brethren who had so greatly trespassed ?




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

[Nov. 6,

What did Hezekiah exhort these people to do ¢

What promise did he make them ¢

Had he any foundation for such a promise ¢
3. The Response, v. 10-13,

How far did the posts go¥

Why, probably, did they not go all the way ¥

What harsh treatment did they receive ¢

What people came humbly to Jerusalem ¢

How did the inhabitants of Judah feel ¥

Who worked on their hearts ¢

Did many come to the feasts ¢

Pracical Teachings,
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. A godly ruler?
2. Au earnest exhorter ¥
3. An obedient people ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who was Hezekiah ¢ The thirteenth king
of Judah.

Who was his father? King Ahaz.

What kind of a king was he ¢

How did he leave the house of the Lord ¢

What good thing do we learn of Hezekiah ¢

What do we know about Hezekiah’s mother ¢
She was the daughter of the prophet Zech-
ariah.

Who was Hezekiah's good friend? The
prophet Isaiah.

What did Hezekiah first do when le became
king?

What did he then do?®

Why had it not been kept for a long time?
Because the people had forgotten God.

What did the king say in the call ¥

What did this show ¥

Did they all come? No, some laughed at
the invitation,

What did many do? Came and sought the
Lord.

TECHISM.,
(For the entire school,)

1. In the reign of what king of Judah was
there a revival of religion ¢ King Hezekiah,

2. What long-forgotten religions observance
| did he restore 7 The feast of the passover,

3. What good advicedid he give to his people
Gorpes Texr: ¢ Yield yourselves,? ctc,

4. How were the messengers received by some »
They laughed them to scorn and mocked
them.

5. What did others do? They humbled
themselves and came.

6. What did the hand of God do in Judah? It
gave the people one heart.

NEW CHURCH 0A TECHISM,
36. What is the indirect witness of the Spirit?
The inlirect witness of the Spirit is the assur-
| ance which we have from the conscionsness of the
fruit of the Spirit in our heart and life.

2Cor. i.12. For our rejoicing is this, the testi.
mony of our conscience, that in simplicity and
godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the
| grace of God, we have had our conversation in the
world, and more abundantly to you-ward.

1 John {ii. 4. We know that we have passed
| from death unto life, because we love the brethren,
He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.

1John ii. 20, If ye know that he is righteous, ye
know that every one that doeth righteousness is
born of him,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

BY J. L. AU
The Call and

I. TRE CaLL.
1. From a godly king. Heckiah sent. .. let-
ters, V.1,
Did that which was right. 2 Chron. 29, 2
In mine heart ...a covenant. 2 Chron,
10.
2. Through a reconsecrated Church.
the congregation, v. 2
Consecrated yoursclves, 2 Chron. 29, 81,
Come thou with s, Num. 10 20,
3. To a backslidden people, 7hroughout

RLBUT, D.D,
the Response,

The Lord removed Israel. 2 Kings 17, 22, 2
Thou art fallen. Hosea 14. 1.

4. To repentance. 7wrn again unto the Lord

v. 6,

Rend your heart. Joel 2,18,
Cease to do evil, Isa. 1. 16,17,

5. To worship. Euter... his sanctuary. v.8,
Enter into his gates. Psalm 100, 4,
Let us go up. Isa, 2.8,

6. T'o services Serve the Lovd your God, v.8
Let us reason together. Isa. 1. 18, 19,

all Israel, v, 5,

If thou shalt hearken. Deut. 25, .,

Nov. ¢
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II. THE Proyise,
1. Shall find compassion. v. 9,
Then will I remember.  Lev. 26, 40-42,
To forgive us our sins. 1 John 1, 9,

2, v. 9.
Exod. 34, 6.

Isa

Your God is gracious.
Merciful and gracious,
Abundantly pardon.

1L Tue Respozsk,
1. Rejection.  Zaughed thon to scorn, v, 10.
Hardened their necks, 2 Kings 17, 13, 14.
Heart....waxed gross,  Aets 28, 25-2;,
2. Acceptances Divers.. . hwmbled theslres,
Y. 11
Such as set their he
A remnant shall be saved.,

2 Chron, 11,
Rom, 9, :

10

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The last historic note in our series of lessons was the
died,” which was, according to common chronology

now generally accepted by scholars, 7:
and a little later ruled for one year as king,
war and national privation.

by him in Jehovah’s temple. It was a great relic

the death of Ahaz, in 726, Hezekiah ascended the

ing ; 80 was Micah,
closed doors of the temple
them was necessari

step.  The doors wi

have access to him by means of the pries

the help of the Levites,

Then came a great dedication feast.

all of Isaiah **in (he year that King Uzziah
, but according to the revised chronology

In Uzzial's later years his son Jotham acted as regent,
The:
He introduced foreign innovations,

n came the wicked Ahaz, whose bad rule brought
and an idolatrous altar was set up

f to the God-fearing part of the nation when, at

throne. The venerable Isaiah was still prophesy-

Hezekiah began his reign by a series of pronounced religious acts. * The
had been the symbol of the national repudiation of Jehovah, To reopen
the first step in the reconciliation of Judah to its God—hut only the first

opened as a sign that Jehovah was invited to return to his people, and
again to manifest his presence in the Holy of Iolies, so that through those

open doors Israel might

But the temple was as yet no fit place for Jehovah,
with its lamps extinguished, its sacred vessels destroyed, its floors and walls
full of all filthiness ; it was rather a symbol of the apostasy of Judah.

thick with dust and
Accordingly Hezekiah sought

Before the building itself could be reached eight days were spent in cleans-
ing the courts, and then the priests went into the temple itself and spent eight days in «

‘leansing it,

80, with proper reverential formality, the inhabita ts of Je-
rusalem returned to the worship of Jehovah.”— Bennett,

And as soon as possible after the renewal

of the temple and the reconsecration of the priests Hezekiah celebrated the passover feast, The
results of his renewal of Jehovah's worship, his cleansing and reconsecration of the temple, his cele-
bration of the passover, in which many north-Israelites participated, and his other measures for the

order and purification of the religious service
ditions, beneficent and permanent.

Verse 1. As Paris is said to be France in
miniature, so Jerusalem was Judah in miniature,
Nevertheless, the restoration of true worship in
Jerusalem would not at once affect the remote
parts of the kingdom. The people of the prov-
inces took but little part in formal worship ex-

t by participation in the annual festivals,
During the idolatrous interval these festivals had
not been held.  The greatest of them was the
passover, and the regular time for holding it was
already passed ; but the king, as we shall learn
from the second verse, was determined to keep it
in the first year of his reign, although it was not
posgible to keep it at the regular time. IHezee
kinh sent to all Isracl and Judah. *“Judah”
was his own kingdom by inheritance, *‘Israel”
was just now in extremely disorganized condi-
tion. We cannot be sure whether or not Hoshea,
the last king of Israel, was now on the throne,
He was sae of the very best kings of the northern
bation, and it is not inconceivable that he might

of his nation, were, in spite of unpromising con-

welcome Hezekiah's religious messengers. But
| the language here seems to imply that Samaria
was already taken and the bulk of its people
made captive. According to 2 Kings 18, 10, how-
ever, Samaria was not taken until the sixth year
of Hezekiah's reign, and this was the first year,
But there is no question about the disorder and
| weakness of the Jand. Wrote letters also to
| Ephraim and Manasseh. These two tribes
were the recognized leaders of the *ten,” and
Hezekiah sought their formal acceptance of his
invitation, so as to make the return to God
national as well as individual. To keep the
passover unto the Lord God of Israel.
*“The division between Isracl and Judah should
| not hinder Israel’s attendance at the passover.
| Hezekiah had no political design to bring the
| northern kingdom back to the house of David,
but a very pious design to bring its citizens back
to the Lord.”—M. Henry.
2. The king had taken counsel . . . to
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keep the passover in the second month.
The Levitical law prescribed a belated celebra-
tion of the passover for all those who, because
of absence or defilement, could not celebrate it
at the right time. Hezekiah followed this law,
only that he applied it to the nation instead of
the individual. The majority of the people were
too far away from Jerusalem to be notified to
come to a punctual passover, and, as we learn
from verse 3, “the priests had not sanctified
themselves sufficiently.”

3. Atthat time. The fourteenth of Nisan,
which was the first month. The priests had
not sanctified themselves sufficiently.
There was a ceremonial offering and cleans-
ing which they had not had time to engage in,
because the temple had only just been cleansed,
“Sufficiently” does not refer to the sufficient
cleansing, but to the sufficient number of priests
who had been cleansed. Neither had the peo=
ple gathered themselves together to Jerne
salem. The holy custom of the passover had
been disused for years, and indeed there was no
reason for worshipers to assemble in Jerusalem
80 long as the temple was not open,

4. The thing pleased the king and all the
congregation. As the religions reformation
proceeded its momentum inereased. The king
was delighted at the prospect of a great religious
festival. Jerusalem eagerly followed his leader-
ship. All the people of Judah acquiesced, and
now all eyes were turned to their brethren in
Israel.

5. All Israel from Beeresheba even to
Dan. That is, from the southern extremity of
Judah to the northern extremity of Isracl. They
had not done it of a long time in such sort
as it was written. The Revised Version gives
the true meaning of the Hebrew : They had not
kept it in great numbers ; the multitudes had not
come : the worship of Jehovah had been in dis-
favor,

6. So the posts went with the letters,

Special messengers, on horseback, doubtless, |

hastened from province to province with the
king’s proclamation. The remnant of you
that are escaped out of the hand of the
kings of Assyria. Apparently Tiglath-pileser
was the king here referred to, and the plural is
adopted because his viceroys were associated
with him in Hezekiah’s mind. Shalmaneser can
hardly be meant, for his invasion apparently
came later,

7. Be not like your fathers and like your
brethren. The history of Israel had been the
history of abandonment of the true God, Gave
them up to desolation. The tribes beyond
Jordan had practieally fallen out of the history of

Israel. They had been so overrun by hostile
eastern armies that they secm to have by n
almost forgotten,

8. Yield vyourselves unto the Lod,
God’s grace goes hand in hand with his jldg
ment, If even now Israel had traly and rufi-
cally returned to God, the complete overt) oy
might have been avoided,

9. Your brethren and your children shan
find compassion before them that lead
them captive. The first reason for restorie
the full service of the true God in his temple was
that the fierceness of divine wrath might 1
turned away from those that were left in 1],
land. The second is that those already k.
captive shall be restored. The Lord your God
is gracious and merciful, and will not tury
away his face from you if ye return unto
him. Here is an everlasting truth, ofiey
sadly lost sight of even by Christian worlepe
[\\'lu-n young men, and especially when young
women, commit certain sins society casts
out, and there is an unwritten and unrecogniz. |,
but very wicked, superstition that God also 51«
them out.  God makes no difference betwoen iy,
Society may think itself compelled to do so iy
| self-protection ; but there is no one of the come
‘nmndnwnu, whether of the ten or of the .
| counted elaborations of them, which God wirks
| as more holy or more binding than the rest, Ay
| we are especially told that he who breaks the
[ least of these commandments (that is, the least in
| popular estimation) has broken them at cyery
point. The moment any sinner, no matter how
| deeply stained he may find his soul to be, turms
to God he will find that God has already turned
to him, and, like the father of the prodigal son,

has gone more than halfway to meet him

10. So the posts passed from city to city
through the country of Ephraim and

Manasseh, even unto Zebulun. Zehulun,
however, was not the most northerly tribe; As-
| shur, Naphtali, and the northern Dan lay beyond
it. Theexplanation may be either that the phrase
‘“from Beers-heba to Dan® was used rhetor.
ically and not literally, or that while the posts
we sent to the uttermost point of Israclite
[ tes itory, tiey were able to make their way only

to Zebulun, because of the anarchical condi-

tion of the land. Another explanation is that
| Zebulun is used in a broad sense for all the
‘rrlhos. They laughed them to scorn, and
mocked them. 8o Hezekiah's appeal fuiled;
but, as we presently learn, there were excep-
| tions,
‘ 11. Divers of Asshur and Manasseh and
| of Zebulun humbled themselves.* Divers”
is an old English word for many. People from
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Epbraim and Issachar are mentioned else-
where,

12. In Judah the hand of God was to
give them one heart to do the command of the
king and the princes., *The pious enthusiasmn
of Judah stood out in vivid contrast to the
stubborn impenitence of the majority of the ten
tribes. By the grace of God Judah was of one
heart to observe the feast appointed by Jehovah

through the king and princes, so that there was

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL ?

Hezekiah was the good son of a wicked fa-
ther, and during a reign of twenty-nine years
‘“he did that which was right in the sight of the
Lord.” At the very beginning * he opened the
doors of the house of the Lord, and repaired
them.” His father, Ahaz, was the worst ruler
Judah ever had, In spite of the protestations,
warnings, and threatenings of the prophet Isaiah
he persisted in  his abominable course and
brought the kingdom to the verge of moral and
political ruin. The worship of Moloch was intro-
duced by him, and so cruel had idolatry made
bim thathe “burnt his children in the fire,” The
worship of Jehovah was neglected, the temple
was closed, sacrifices were no longer offered, and
Judah was rapidly degenerating. Enemies came
and wrested pieces of Judah's territory
lem was besieged ; many of the people were car-
ried off into slavery ; and Ahaz appealed to the
king of Assyria tor help in recognition of his
services, despoiled the temple, and dishonored
the sacred vessels to pay tribute to him, After
reigning sixteen years this wicked king died, but
such was the detestation in which he was held
that, though * they buried him in Jerusalem, yet
they brought him not into the sepulchers of the
kings of Israel,”

Verse 1. To all Israel and Judah.
Soon after Hezekiah's accession to the throne he
began to institute reforms, Ie summoned the
priests and Levites, and ordered them to sanctify
themselves and the house of God. When the
work of cleansing and sanctifying was completey
Hezekiah made ““an atonement for all Ispuel.”
Believing in the solidarity of Iseael, it was
natural that he should issue a broad invitation
10 keep the passover unto the Lord God of Is-

racl.””  Historically the end of Israel was ap- |

proaching. Captivity and obliteration were soon
to be its portion (if, indeed, the blow had not
already fallen, leaving only a remnant scattered
and terrified). Then Hezekiah may have had a
vision of a united kingdom, after years of divi-
sion and disastrons wrangling and warfare,

Jerusa- |

gathered in Jerusalem a very great assembly of
worshipe s, surpassing the great gatherings
| which the chronicler had witnessed at the annual
feasts.”"— W, M, Bonett, By the word of the
Lord. The king's command and the messages
| of the couriers were founded on the divine pre-
seription of the law,
13. Much people. They gathered by the
hundred and probably by the thousand from all
| parts of the little territory,

OTES.

cond month. It is said (2 Clhron, 29,
L 36) concerning the cleansing and sanctifying of
the temple, that * the thing was done suddenly,”
It is likely the determination to call all Israel to-
gether was also a sudden inspiration. The law
required the children of Isvael to * keep the pass-
over at his appointed season,” which was the
fourteenth day of the first month, but there was
a provision that if any should * be unelean by
reason of a dead body, or be ina journey afar
Off,” the feast might be held on the fourteenth
day of the second month, So Hezekiah deter-
mined that “all Israel® ghould feel the good
influences of the old feast which had fallen into
decay through the sinful negleet and the idola-
trous indulgences of his prede r. “Let the
cireumstance give way to the substance, and let
not the thing itself be lost upon a nicety about
the time, It is good striking while the iron is
hot, and taking people when they are in good
mind.”

6. Turn again. It is clear that Hezekiah’s
primary purpose was not the political consolida-
tion of the tribes, but rather the acknowledg-
ment of Jehovah's rule in all Israel.” The mat-
ters in difference between Judah and Israel,
either upon a civil or sacred account, shall not
hinder, but that if the people of Israel will sin-
cerely return to the Lord their God, Hezekiah
will bid them as welcome to the passover as any
of his own subjects.” What he desired was a
revival of religion rather than political aggran-
dizement,

7. Be not like your fathers, Iezekiah
may have had the terrible career of his own
father in mind. He sceks to persuade “all Is-
racl™ to return to Jerusalem to this great historice
feast because they are related to the God of
Israel : because of the covenant made by their
fathers : because of the frightful results of apos-
tasy from Jehovah: because they are but a
remnant escaped from the hand of the invader ;
because by yielding to God they not only dis-
charge their duty, but turn away his justifiable
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wrath ; because of the blessings that will follow cleansing are we of much service in bringing
to themselves and their children, * for the Lord | others to God.

your God is gracious and merciful, and will not

3. Penitence and turning to God bring joy ¢

turn away his fuce from you, if ye return unto | heart,

him.™

4+ Outward divisions ave signs of divided .

10, They laughed them to scorn. Thisf;\.\icnutlous in the Church of God have |
was due, probably, to a misinterpretation of | seed and beginning in sin,

Hezekiah’s motives, as well as to a repudiation
of what they naturally thought were extravagant

|

B¢ God's dealings with his people in grace .1
Judgment go hand in hand. Before the final 1w

and unwarranted claims in favor of Jerusalem as | falls on Israel Hezekiah is raised up to cleg
the place of all places in which the passover |and repair the temple and to fortify Judal, -,
should be kept. It is a remarkable fact, how- | that a refuge may be provided at God's ult.ps

ever, that the rejection of this invitation was
followed by grievous calamities, In a short
time Samaria was besieged by Shalmaneser, the
Israclites were taken captive, and the northern
kingdom was destroyed. This rejection of Heze-
kiah’s invitation may be compared with Christ's
parables of the marriage feast (Matt, 22, 1-14),
and of the great supper (Luke 14, 16-22); his
lament over Jerusalem (Matt, 23, 39), and the
rejection of the Messiah by the Jews, and the in-
fluence it has had upon them.

11. Humbled themselves, and came.
Many regarded Hezekiah as sincere, and their
hungering souls turned toward Jerusalem for
satisfaction, even though it involved outward
humiliation. The blessing of God is offered to
the humble and withheld from the proud, for the
broken and contrite he will not despise, Spirit-
ual enlightenment comes only to those who
acknowledge their weakness and sinfulness and
cast themselves absolutely upon the mercy of God.
A genuine revival of religion is always accom-
panied by evidences of humility, not only on the
part of those who are in the bonds of iniquity
and desire to be freed therefrom, but also on the
part of those upon whom the smile of God’s
approval rests, .\ proud heart frequently stands
in the way of a soul's salvation. Let the heart
be humbled, and the work of spiritual trans-
formation and emancipation is soon completed,

Thoughts for Young People.

Lo The failure of goodness in this world, so far as
it ever Juils, is due to the sinfuluess and weakness of
men; it is never due to God. Why was God's
temple closed? Why was Judsh left to reel
under the intolerable burden of tribute to As-
syria? Why had the Israclites been taken cap-
tive? The whole race had become * stiffnecked
and turned away from God. He had not
changed ; they had changed,

2. Wemust be right ourselves before we can help
others to be right. We are unclean in our sins,
and are cleansed by faith in Christ and by the

for all who would escape the coming storm

6. Wemust yield to Godd if we would have )
our friend, Before we can really commune v ()
him we must join ourselves to him in an
lasting covenant, If we give him our he o
should not keep from him our hands, We shoi|
not try to serve him in secret.

Te The Gospel to-day is reccived much as /.
kiak’s wwssage was veceived, The messages of
God’s grace and the warnings of impending
Jjudgment make some souls humble and loving
while other souls are hardened by them. Fach
soul chooses for himself,

W

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY J. T. GRACEY, D.D,

The modern method of keeping the passover,
according to a recent observer, indicates th it the
Hebrew population in at least some parts of the
world observes the passover in a manner sucl as
doubtless obtained in many of the periods of
Hebrew religious declension in Old Testument
times, The Rev. John Soutar, missionary to the
Hebrews from the Free Church of Scotland, stu-
tioned at Bafed, was recently present throughout
all but a very small part of the ceremony. Ile
says he had always thought the celebration of the
passover a serious affair, but that his precon-
ceived ideas had been dissipated. Throughout
the whole ceremony he was impressed with the
utter heartlessness and levity of the participants
Indeed, he says, there is a want of revercnce
among the Jews in all their religious services, as
characteristic now as it was in the times of Isuiah,
He declares there seems to be no idea of God's
presence in their worship ; that they are wholly
taken up with forms and ceremonies, and their
devotion to these issaddening. Referring to the
observance of the passover which he was per-
mitted to attend, he says. *“ Whatever its celebra-
tion may have been in early times, and whatever
spiritual meaning the people may have scen in

| it, the passover i8 now a mere form, conveying,

apparently, no spiritual meaning and truth to the

power of the Spirit of God. Only after such | people.” He was interested in all the ceremony,
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|
but saddened at what appeared to him altogether
u soulless affuir,  As there may be more or less
variation in the present forms of observance of
this great Hebrew ceremonial, we venture to sum-
marize from his description of its observance on
the occasion when he was present. He was given
« hook of instructions so that he could follow the
whole procecdings, and from time to time was
permitted to question his entertainer about what
lie did not understand,

Before the head of the family was placed a
plate on which were placed three cakes of un-
leavened bread, named “Israel,” the lowest ;
* Levi,” the middle one; “ Kohen,” the one on
top, representing respectively the people, the
Levites, and the priests, These three cakes were
covered with a napkin, upon which were laid as
follows : At the top left-hand corner an egg, in
memory of the temple ; on the left-hand side a
sulad somewhat like celery, At the top right-
hand corner a piece of roast lamb represented
the sacrifice.  Midway between the egg and the
lamb was the bitter herb, and opposite the salad
a small cup of sauce compounded of four kinds
of fruit, dates, apples, nuts, and pomegranates,
the four being used to remind them of the four |
materials the Israclites made bricks of in Egypt
—straw, lime, clay, and water. A glass of wine
wus then poured for each person, not excepting
the infant daughter—and, of course, the usual
one for Elijah, This is “blessing the day with
wine.”  Then hands must be again washed, this
time with a blessing, which was not necessary at
the first.  The salad was put into salted water,
and, after a blessing, was eaten. The middle
cake (Levi) was then broken into two portions,
one being taken away for heating. Next the
story of the Egyptian deliverance was told, dur-
ing which the roast lamb was taken away to be
caten on the morrow, the plate being held up at
certain places in the narration; at others the
wineglass was held up. As each plague was
mentioned the little finger was dipped into the
wineglass and a little of the wine spilled, as a
symbolical invocation to God to pour out his
wrath on heathen nations that forget him, At
this stage on this occasion the little child fell
over drunk ; the company shouted with laughter,
and the grandmother picked up the child in-
ebriate and resumed her place, trying to “ catch
up’ with the ceremonies, At the close of the
reading a second cup of wine was drunk. There
was another washing of hands and muttered
blessing, called the “bringing out,” or a
* thanksgiving to God for hringing food out of |
the earth,” Then the half of the middle cake on '
the plate was taken up, the bitter herb wuu'
dipped into the sauce, folded into the cake, and |
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caten, because “1illel ate the two together,”
The egg was then beaten up in salt water, in
commemoration of the destruction of the tem-
ple, a custom introduced about three hundred
years ago, the reason for which Mr. Soutar could
not learn, ’

The passover supper was then caten, the table
having been eleared and reset, Soup, meat, and
unleavened bread were eaten by all. Near the
end of the meal the remaining half of the middle
cake, heated, was caten ; everyone must have a
bit of it. Another blessing was pronounced,
another cup of wine drunk, and the door opened
for Elijah to come in to drink a glass of wine,
He did not enter, so the head of the house dis~
tributed 1t among the family, More psalms were
read, the fourth cup of wine was drunk. Then
the benediction was pronounced, which was,
‘Al that God requires of us has been done.”
Some further ceremonies followed to which no
stranger could be admitted, so Mr, Soutar did
not see them. The entire ceremony was mere
ritual, which custom and tradition imposed upon
them, and was rendered mechanically from first
to last,

Verse 6 says, “The posts went with letters,”
The ancient oriental postal systems did not pro-
vide for departure of mail matter at any regular
interval, but did establish a system of relay
couriers, who were to he always subject to call,
This system obtains still in the remotest parts of
India. The writer has had couriers dispatched
to follow him with mail matter wherever his
camp might be in itinerations in the least pene-
trated recesses of the IHimalaya Mountains,
This is the only kind of mail service in Tibet,
where it is made the duty of a certain native of
a village to send mails by couriers or chance
visitors. Seldom is anything lost, though letters
are often a long time on the way, Sometimes a
rope bridge is not found across the river, when
the letters are attached to a stone and thrown
across, not every letter reaching the opposite
bank. Only when the dispatch is very urgent
does the post “munshi” rouse himself to any
expedition. In order to show the emergency the
sender attaches a feather of an eagle to the
missive, and in Chinese Tibet the address is writ-
ten in blood,

The Chinese government has a service similar
to this, but only for imperial documents and
letters. Each district magistrate controls the
courier service within his district, the couriers
being required in urgent cases to make one hun-
dred and sixty miles in twenty-four hours. But
for the people the government provides nothing
in the form of mail service, There has grown up
in all parts of China a system of hongs, or mer-
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cantile agencies, into whose hands the whole mail
matter has drifted. In Persia there is a public
service, with centers on the great highways at
the posthouses, which are the places where
relays of horses are found in public travel, Van
Lennep says: “ Some documents of importance,
such as firmans or other special government
orders, are in Syria put into tin cases or more
costly material, and hung by a cord over the
shoulder of the courier. Even richly embroid-
ered cases suspended from the neck or breast
are used ; the courier has a special uniform, and
isarmed with a sword and staff of office.”

By Way of Illustration,
BY JENNIE M, BINGHAM,

A revival often begins with one person,  Mr. Fin-
ney tells of a blacksmith whose agony became so
great at thought of the condition of the Church |
and of sinners that he could not work, So he
locked up his shop and spent the afternoon in
prayer. This was followed by a powerful revival,

Mr. Moody tells about a revival beginningin a
most unpromising district, where there was no |
minister,  An ingodly farmer was so convicted
of sin he drove to the next village to see the min-
ister. Ile and his family and their ll\'l‘.:hh()rs‘
and relatives were all converted.  Upon inquiry |
it found that the only Christizn in the cum-!
munity, a bedridden invalid, had been praying |
for a revival, |

The work of vevivals is well illustrated by the
processes of agriculture, There must be rooting
out weeds, plowing, picking up stones, clearing
the ground of roots and stump But this de-
stroying process alone will never make a fruitful
field. There must be seed sowing in order to
have a harvest, and there must be culture, care- |
ful and continued. And there are times when a
particular kind of work can be done to the best
advantage. But all this is in vain without the
sunshine and the rain from heaven and the gift
of life from God.—ASlect Notes, |

Forsaking sin. Mow shall we get rid of our
sins? What did you do last winter when the
panes of the window were covered with frost and
you could not see out of them ?  Did you scratch
the frost with a knife? That would have taken
too long and would have been useless, because it
would come back again, You heated up the
room, and the frost went off the pune. Warm up
the soul with the love of God and the besetting |
sins will melt away. This is what Chalmers
calls * the expulsive power of a new affection,”— |
T. L. Cuyler, |

The king's postmen.  As Hezekiah sent messen-
gers to all parts of the kingdom to carry God’s

message and call to worship, so our King, Jesys,
would send us out as his postmen,  Miss Butlor
81 “A German friend told us recently 1t

Emperor William never uses the mails, Al s
communications are sent by a messenger, gl
there is great striving among the young officors
of the army for the coveted position of one of
the emperor’s envoys, Lo, a greater than earilly
kings desires living messengers to bear his con,
mands,”

The new life.  Have you ever studied the lif
the evergreen ? All through the winter it ret
its dull, dead leaves, But just so soon as spriy
comes it presses off the old leaves and they drop
away, to be replaced by the new. 8o in your
heart there is a new life, the Christ-life, pressing
against the old habits and sins, Let them drop
off. They are like graveclothes, Do you think
that Mary and Martha expected Lazarus to grow
out of his graveclothes ¢ They would have Loy
greatly astonished if he had tried to do so, Sup-
posing he had said, *“ I shall drop them prosent iy,
you will excuse me now,” would they not Ly
shrank even from the brother whom they loved s

Having put off the filthy garments, have yon
donned the rich apparel? You must put on i
Lord Jesus.—F. B, Meyer,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,
BY MRS, J. 1. KNOWLES,

I have been thinking what would be the out
come for each one of us, members of this ¢lyss
and teacher, if we should fully obey the exhorty-
tion of the Golden Text, It is a call to uncoy-
ditional surrender—not to an enemy, although
we may have been treating him as if he were
such—but to one whom we may perfectly trust
to manage for us and do better for us in all re-
spects than we could ever do for ourselves, [t
is a losing battle when we fight against God
Stores, ammunition, strength, life, are wasted in
the unequal struggle, for the Lord is King, and
he must reign until he has put all enemies under
his feet, But the question is, 8hall the surrender
be of our own free will, or must it be hrought
about as in the case of Judah, when, hecause
they were “stiffnecked,” God gave them up 1o
desolation? The story of Abaz pictures many o
young man and woman—self-willed, regardloss
of God, neglecting his worship, going down,
down, until, disappointed, broken-hearted, and
without influence, he died unhonored in the
prime of manhood.

Nothing is so sad.as a wasted life, It breaks
one’s heart to see the wreeks of men and women
whom God intended fora glorious destiny. Such
wrecks are not possible when unconditional sur-
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render is made to him in early s, It is the
uttermost folly to choose our own way it
most sensible and blessed to yield to the
ance of divine wisdom and love,

I was once climbing a mountain in Switzer-
lund. - My vain endeavors to direct the
rode over the narrow puth came
beih over a precipice, The guic
il said, “If madame will tr st me entirely to
lead her, she may go very safely and enjoy the
beautiful scenery without care,”

L did trust him, and reached the summit with-
out real danger, and was free to note all the
beauty of mountains, clouds, glaciers, and even |
the tiny flowers that grew here and there among
the rocks,  Yielding to God as our guide, we go
through life safely and fully enjoy the good
things he provides for us along the way, Iow
shull we yield ourselves to him? Let us hegin by
throwing open the doors of the
bearts and putting away everything that defiles
it. Have we shut up * ege doors by self-will,
disobedience, and lack of faith ¥ Have we put
out the lamps of truth by negleeting our Bible
and grieving the Spirit? Do we burn no incense
OF prayer—praying only as a form, or perhaps
not at all? And is the atonement of the Lord
Jusus a truth dimly seen, with no vital power of
life within us? Let us take Hezekiah's persua- |
sive warning : “ My sons, be not now negligent
ordeceived, Let us open our hearts and ask the
Saviour to come in, as he came into the temple at
Jerusalem, and cleanse away the sin, Then let
us make a covenant to serve him, trust him, obey
Lim faithfully forever, Then let us seek instruc-
tion in “the good knowledge of the Lord,” as
they did in Hezekiah's time.  Good books to
read : the word to study ; the worship of the
house of God ; pure companionships—all these
are included in yielding ourselves to God, for in
these ways he teaches and guides us.  There was
@reat gladness in Judah when the people turned |
thus to the Lord, It is a glad day for anyone,
Yield your heart to God ; he will make it pure,
Yield your mind ; he will enlighten and broaden |
it Yield your will; he will control it wisely, |
Yield your time ; he will show you how to make |
the best use of it, Yield your whole self, und’
he will change you into his own image of purity, |
power, beauty, and love, Can we hesitate to |
vield to the Master hand which transforms |
human imperfection into beings worthy to sit |
beside him on his throne

is
guid-

horse 1
near sending us
*d the rein

temple of our

I. Begin by a brief survey of the origin of the |
feast of the passover; what great event it com-
memorated, and how it was celebrated,
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| remaining amid imported for

j the Golden Text ; (1) What it meant to the

| character of the inviter, Hezekiah,

The Teachers’ Meeting. |
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review of what the feast of the passover prophe-
sied 5 what it was developed into by the erucifix.
fon on the passover day of our Lond,
munion of the Lord's Sup
substitute for the passover. L Here is a great
representative  passover midway between  the
inauguration of the feg st by Moses and its
development by the Cl lan.  Show the condi-
*;ns amid which Hezekiah's passover was held ;
the captivity of Israel: the poor peasants
gn idolaters ; the
lom of Judah bad to pay
Assyria ; the earnest young king who loved
the Lord; the venerable prophet who guided
that king. 1V, Study the invitation, which is

The com
per s the Christian

tribute which the king
to

peo-
(2) The
an almost
3) An invitation to a
feast, not to a fast, (4) An invitation to back-
sliders and sinners; (5) An invitation scorned
and mocked by some, humbly aceepted in devout
gratitude by others,

ple in that day and what it means to us ;

ideal theocratic king:

Before the Class,
BY GEORGE W, PEASE,

Introduction, The reign of the three kings sue-
ceeding Joash (lesson of October 16),  Ama-
ziah, Uzziah, and Jotham, were on the whole
good, and the country prosperous, especially
during the reign of Uzziah, During the sixteen
Years’ rule of Ahaz, the father of Hezekiah, the
kingdom rapidly deteriorated, and e iah, on
coming to the throne, found his kingdom in a
terrible condition, both morally and politically,
Idolatry in its worst forms had been introduced,
the temple of God had heen closed, sacrifices dis-
continued, and ey ble to
stamp out the true relig zekiah started in
as areformer, and our lesson to-day deals with
one of his great reforms—the turning back of the
people to their God.  Bring before the class (a)
The temple cleansing (2 Chron. 29, 8); () The
renewal of the covenant (2 Chron, 20,00 3 (e)
The reorganization of the temple services (2
Chron, 20, 11-36),

Developiment of the text,  Place upon the board
the subject, “The Way of Restoration,” and the
following outline: 1. The king's desire; 2. The
royal proclamation; 8. The people’s response ;
4. The joyful feast,

1. The king's desive.  King Hezekinh began his
reign in the right way. He saw that his people
had wandered away from God, and his first desire
was to turn them again to the God of their fa-
thers, that the blessings of such a course might be
theirs, To this end he repaired the temple, reor-

done
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ganized its services, and then planned to have nll“ proclamation to his people, “ Yield yourselves
the people of both Judal and Isracl meet within [ unto the Lord, and enter into his sanctuary,”
its sacred precincts to celebrate the nation’s | The way of restoration to-day to the blessings of
birthday feast, the passover, The king was|God which we may have lost is the same—tury
moved by (¢) An unselfish purpose—to bless | unto the Lord. 1is face is ever turned towurd
others; (b)) A noble purpose—it reached out to | us, never away. If we will but turn to him, we
God; (¢) An earnest purpose—it resulted in ac- | will be restored to the sunshine of his love.

tion. These three elements should characterize

our purposes to-day.

2. The royal proclumation, After taking (‘mll OPTIONAL HYMNS,
sel the king prepared and issued the royal proc-

. Note concerni 8 the v "

lamation. Note concerning this that (a) It was From all that dwell,
sent to all Israel, to the remuant of the northern s A

" 4 . Angel voices breathing ever,
kingdom as well asto the people of his own king- ¢ p

i & v Lord, this day thy children meet,

dom, Hezekiah wanted every Israelite to havea b

hare in the blessings which would surely follow In thy name, O Lord,
bt = : Praise for his excellent greatness,

the people’s return to their God 5 () It reminded
the people of their wickedness and punishment

in the past ; (¢) It held out to them the promise O thou to whom in ancient time.
of compassion and mercy in the future; (d) It Praise the Lord.

clearly stated the condition of blessing—the peo- Khine on our souls.

ple’s return unto the Lord God. The Lord to-day To-day the Saviour calls,

is sending out a similar proclamation to all peo- Come, sinners, to the Gospel feast

ple, warning them by the past, promising merey
and blessing for the future and clearly stating
the one condition to be fulfilled—our returning to Blackboard.

him. BY J. T. HARTNAGEL,

3, The people's rvesponse. The response of the
people is characteristic of human nature, which |
seems not to have changed, for as we see it then
we see it now. Note the two ways in which the
invitation of the king was treated: («) Some
laughed and mocked. Nothing in their hearts was
touched by the royal proclamation and promises,
(b) S8ome humbly accepted. They realized their
need, saw their opportunity, and gladly accepted |
the proffered blessings. We have these two
classes to-day. One is not touched by the invita-
tion no matter how graciously it may be given,
the other humbles itself, turns to God, and is
blessed.

4, The joyful feast. The remaining verses of
the chapter tell of the joy of the people in keep-
ing the feast unto the Lord. It will be well to
bring the entirechapter before the class, noting
in the latter half : («) The hearing and answer- 1
ing of Hezekiah’s prayer for the people; (b) The | vol. ii, page 239. Rawlinson, Kings of Isracl and
prolonging of the feast for a second seven days ;| Judal, page 179, Morris, Sacred Biography, vol,
(¢) The priestly blgssing ; () The destruction of i, page 536, Smith, Hebrew eople, page 331
the images, groves, and high places, | Stanley, Jewish Church, vol, ii, page 510, Kittel,

Speeific application.  As Hezekiah began to | History of the Hebrows (index). Ewald, History of
reign he looked out upon a people politically, | Lirael (index). Kent, History of the Hebrew No-
morally, and religiously degenerate. His problem | ple, vol. ii, pages 113, 141, Geikie, Landmarks of
was to restore this people m their former posi-| Old Testament History, pages 254, 278, Gcikie,
tion of power and ;.'r(nlm-a as the chosen| Hours with the Bible, vols, iv, v llmh\\ Heng-
people of God. He saw rightly that the way of | stenberg, Kingdom of (fod in the Old Testament,
restoration was to turn again to God; so he | vol. ii, pages 243-246,
sends out the words of our Golden Text in his| Feast or tue Passover.—White,

Library References.
BY REV, & @G, AYRES, B.D,
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and Prophets, pages
AMoses the Lawgiver, page 95,
ple, pages 45, 112, Stanley
pages 133, 550, Kittel, History of the Hebrews (in-
dex Passover).  Ewald, History of Isvael, vol, ii,
page 262 vol. iv, pages 189, Green, Hebrew

3-280, B37-32. Taylor,
Smith, Hebrew No-

Jewish Chureh, vol, i, |

Il-;u.\‘( page 205, Kurtz, History of the Old Cove-
want (index ),

FREEMAN'S HANDBOOK OF Binie Mansenrs
AND Customs: Ver, 1, Letters, 881, Ve
carriers, 407, Ver, 8, Sign of submis m, 560,
| Ver. 13, The feast of unleavened bread, 130,

—————

LESSON VII. THE ASSYRIAN INVASION,
GOLDEN TEXT. God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble,

Avrtnorizen Versios,
[Read the chapter and Psalms 46 and 48.]

2 Kings 10. 20-22, 28-37. [ Conunit to memory

verses 32-34.)

20 Then I-sa'iah the son of Amoz sent to Hez-
e-ki'ah, saying, Thus saith the Lorp God of Is-
ra-el, That which thou hast prayed to me against
Sen-nach’e-rib king of A syrfi-a 1 have heard,

21 This is the word that the Lorp hath spoken
concerning him; The virgin the daughter of Zi on
hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn ;
the daughter of Je-ru'sa-lem hath shaken her
head at thee,

22 Whom hast thou reproached and blas-
phemed ? and against whom hg Ited
thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high ¢ even

rinst the Holy One of Is'ra-el,

28 Because thy rage ag;:
is come up into mine ears, therefore [ 'will put
my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips,
and I will turn thee back by the way by which
thou camest,

inst me and thy tumult

20 And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall
cat this year such things as grow of themselves,
and in the second year that which springeth of
the same ; and in the third year sow ye, and reap,
and plant vineyards, and eat the fruits thereof,

30 And the remnant that is escaped of the
house of Ju'dah shall yet again take root down-
ward, and bear fruit upward.

31 For out_of Je-ru'sa-lem shall go forth a
remnant, and they that ('ﬁ(‘u}w out of mount
Zi'on : the zeal of the Lown of hosts shall do this,

32 Therefore thus saith the Lokn concerning

the king of As-s

it with shield, nor cast a bank against it.

43 By the way that he came, by the same shall
he return, and shall not come into this city, saith
the Lorp,

M For T will defend this city, to save it, for
mine own sake, and for my servant Da'vid's
sake,

#5 And it came to pass that night, that the an-
el of the Lorp went out, and smote in the camp
of the As-syr'i-ans a hundred fourscore and five
thonsand: "and when they arose early in the
morning, behold, they were all dead corpses,

36 8o Sen-nach'e-rib king of Assyri-a de-

parted, and went and returncd, and dwelt at
Nin'e-veh.

yr'i-a, He shall not come into this |
city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come )wl’nrn-[

[Nov, 13,
Psalm 46. 1
REVISED VERsios,
wiah the son of A'moz sent to Hez-
e-ki‘ah, saying, Thus saith the Lokn, the God
of Is'ra-el, Whereas thou hast prayed to me
against Sen-nach’e-rib king of As syri-a, I
have heard thee. This is the word that the
Lorp hath spoken concerning him: The vip-
gin daughter of Zi'on hath despised thee and
laughed thee to scorn ; the daughter of Je-ru'-
2 sa-lem hath shaken her head at thee. Whom
hast thou reproached and blasphemed ¢ and
against whom hast thou exalted thy voice and
lifted up thine eyes on high % eren against the
Holy One of 1s'ra-cl,

Because of thy raging against me, and for
that thine arrogancy is come up into mine
ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose,
and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee
back by the way by which thou camest, And
this shall be the sign unto thee : ye shall eat
this year that which groweth of itself, and in
the ond year that which springeth of the
same ; and in the third year sow ye, and reap,
and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof,
And the remnant that is escaped of the house
of Ju'dah shall again take root downward,
and bear fruit upward. For out of Je-ru'sa-
lem shall go forth a remnant, and out of
mount Zi‘'on they that shall escape : the zeal
of the Lokp shall perform this. Therefore
thus saith the Loxn concerning the king of
As-syr'i-a, Ie shallnot come unto this city,
nor shoot an arrow there, neither shall he
come before it with shield, nor cast a mount

3 against it. By the way that: he came, by the
same shall he return, and he shall not come
unto this city, saith the Lown. For I will de-
fend this city to save it, for mine own sake,
and for my servant Da'vid’s sake,

And it came to pass that night, that the an-
gel of the Torp went forth, and smote in the
camp of the As-syr'i-ans an hundred fourscore
and five thousand : and when men arose early
in the morning, behold, they were all dead

86 corpses. 8o Sen-nach'e-rib king of As-syr'ia
departed, and went and returned, and dwelt

20 Then I

87 at Nin'e-veh, And it came to pass, as he was




SUNDAY

662

SCHOOL BANNER.

[Nov. 1

37 And 1t came to pasa, as he was worshiping
in the house of Nis'roch Lis god, that A-dram’me-
lech and Sha-re sons smote him with the
sword : and they escaped into the land of Ar-me'-
ni-a. And E'sar-had’ don his son reigned in his
stead.

Timeo—B. C, 609 or 695, toward the close of
Hezekiali's reign,  Place.—Jerusalem. Hezes
kinh and Sennacherib. as now
in deplorable condition. years a fresh
army of Assyrians devastated it. About 721 B. C,
Shalmane had blotted out the kingdom of
Isracl and carried its people away. Sargon car-

reign Judah submitted quictly to the Assyrian
power.  When Rargon died Hezekiah, together
with other vassal princes, revolted ; but Sennach-
erib, Sargon’s successor, waiting two years to

complete his preparations, swept over the revolt-
ing territory. Hezekiah sent a great present to
avert Sennacherib’s wrath, but it was not suffi-
cient,  Messages of insult and threat from the
Assyrian king followed each other and terrified
Hezekiah, who went to Jehovah with his trouble.
The result is given in our lesson.

Home Readings.
2 Kings 19, 8-19,

M. Refuge in trouble,
Tu. The As

W. The 4
Th. Hezeki

F. Thanksgiving., Isa 3
S. A song of deliverance. Psalm 76,
8. Reliance on God, Psalm 46,

Lesson Hymrvs.

No. 52, New Canadian Hymnal.

L The Lor i’s our Rock, in him we hide;
A shelterin the time of storm !

No. 51, New Canadian Hymnal.

How firm undation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is luid for your faith in his excellent word !

No. 50, New Canadian Hymnal,

Oh, safe to the Roek that is higher than T,
My sonlin its conflicts and sorrows would fly,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHHOLARS.
1. The Holy One of Israel, v, 20-22, 28,
Who threatened the peace of Israel ¢
Of whom did Hezekiah seck counsel ¥
By whom did the Lord send an answer ?
Who was Isaiah ?  What book did he write ¢
How did Judah regard the Assyrian threats?
Whom had Sennacherib challenged ?
What punishment did God announce ?

ried his conquests up to Egypt, and during his |

"| 8 God is a sure defense,

worshiping in the house of Nis'roch his «
that A-dram'me-lech and Sh
with the sword: and they escaped into (1,
land of Ararat. And E had'don Lis soy
reigned in his stead,

| 2 ’l‘ln- Protected City, v,
What *“sign” was given to Jud: nh
To whom was the promise of fruit-Yourin e
given ¥
To whose zeul would this be due ?
What absolute protection was promised 1o
Jerusalem ?
What would become of the rian ki
Why would the Lord thus protection ¥
3. The Angel of the Lord, v i
What destructive work did the ange l do?
Where did the Assyrian go?
What fate befell him?  Where ¢
Who suceeeded him ?
How does this lesson illustrate the Gorpey
TexT?

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Hezekiah pra So have all saints, at ol
times ; so should we. Prayer is power; prayer
means grace ; prayer brings peace,

2. God answers He alw:

See Matt.

|
|
[

| cords with his promise,
. 14, 15,

e was to Juduh
“for David’s sake.,” He is to us—for Jesus'
sake,

| QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
j SCHOLARS.
1. The Holy One of Israel, v, 20-22, 28,
Who had threatened Hezekiah ¢
Where was he with his army ?
Why did he want to fight against Hezekial ?
What had ITe
him ¢
What was the Lord’s first message to ez
How might the people of Judah regard the
bousting Assyrians?
Against whom was Sennacherib really fighting?
Who had heard his boastful sneers ¥
What di od say he would do to him ?
Where did he say he would send him ?

2. The Protected City, v.
Whom does God now addre
How were the poor people to be fed that year

and the next?

What were they to do the third year?

What pleasant prophecy was made about the
remnant of the people ?

What is our GoLpen Te

What about the siege by the king of As

kiah done to make peace with

ckiah?

For whose sake would God defend that cu) ?

The
Who
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3. The Angel of the Lord, v, 35-37, What answer came back? That God had
Who left heaven that night on a message from | heard and wounld help them.
Goldy What happened that nighty A hundred and
What awful fact was discovered in the | eightyefive thousand Assyrian  soldiers
morning ¢ “died.
What did Sennacherib do ? | What did Rennacherib have to do then?! Go
Where did he dwell? | back to his own land.
Whom did he worship ? What beeame of him afterward # He was
Who killed him ¢ | killed by his own sons,
Where did they escape to?
Who reigned in his stead ¢ L
THE LESSON CATECHISM,
Practieal Teachings. (For the entire school.)
Where in this lesson do we see— 1. When Sennacherib injured and reviled Is-
God insulted by the wicked ¢ | racl whom did he really abuse The Ioly
iod comforting the godly 9 One of Israel,
d punishing the wicked » 2. When the world misuses the children of
God whom does it really misuse? God,
QUENTIONS FOR YOUNGER | 3« Who promised to  defend Jerusalem ?
SCHOLARS *“The Lord said, I will defend this city,”
Why were the people of Israel led into cap-| 4. W ln.x overthrew the yrian host? The
ity angel of the Lord.

¢ | 8« What is the GoLDEN TEXT? ¢ (iod iy
What king took them captive? e L8 the GoLd * God is our
What did he now want to do? Take the |
people of Judah captive, |
|
|
|

‘r(-l'u;.'l',"m'

Of what did he boast? Of his great power NEW OHURCH CATECHISM,
and strength, e ol . )
Who was very much troubled ?  Hezekiah, #7. What is sanctification?
What did he seem to forget? The great
power of God. Sanctifleation is that separation from sin and
What did he do?  He went to the hous
the Lord S o .
What 1II.AI he send a messenger to ask Isninh"‘ wrought by the Holy Spirit in the belicver at

To pray to the Lord for them.

e“r‘1-nn~(~(‘rnliun to the service of God, which is
|

regeneration and continued in his growth in grace

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
The Reward of Faith.

L Farew's Trian, V. Farri’s Tokes.,
Sennacherib king of Assyria, v, 20, This shall be a sign, v, 29,
Will try them as gold.  Zech. 18, 9, A Sabbath....unto the land. Lev, 25, 4, 5,
More precious than of gold. 1 Peter 1, 7. 19-21,
alt be fed. Psalm 87, 3,
VI. Farru's Promise,
The vemnant .., take root, v, 30, 81,
Israel shall blossom, I
Lam the vine. John 15,
HI Faren's ANswer, LI Farmic's Devesse,
Thave hoard, v. L will difind this city. .,
Before they call . . . answer, Isa. 65, 24, Fear thou not.  Isa. 41. ‘“‘“_"
The confidence we have, 1 John 5. 14, 15, | Can do all things,  Phil. 4. 13,
VIIL Farrn's Vicrory,
IV, Farri's Covrace, The angel, . . .smote, v,
Lwill twrn thee back, v, 28, | Thine enemies shall perish, Psalm 92, 9,
Wrath,...shall praise thee, Psalm 76, 10, | His sons smote him., A
The name of our God. Psalm 20, 7, | How art thou fallen, Isa, 14, 12,

I Farri's Praven,
That which thow hast prayed. v, 20,
Spread it before the Lord, v, 14-19,
Call upon me.  Psalm 50, 15,
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Hezekiah was still king of Judah., He was a good man. He had developed from an ardent
youth of godliness into a manhood of rarely symmetrical virtue, ** After him was none like hiy
among the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him.”  During Hezekiah's reign Shalmanescr,
king of Nineveh, had captured Samaria and carried the ten tribes away, That was nearly twenty

years before this lesson,  Sennacherib, son of Sargon, was now king of Assyria. He had marchiod
all the way from Ninevel, taking almost every

city on his route. Ie had wiped out all 1)

remained of Isracl and Phenicia, and little was now left to poor King Hezekiah but Jerusalon,

and that was threatened, Sennacherib’s first me
strengthened the king’s heart, and he trusted in

e thoroughly frightened Hezekiah, but Tsainh
God with good immediate results also, for Sy

nacherib’s attack on Jerusalem was delayed.  Then came another message from the Assyrian king,

Verse 20. Isaiah the son of Amoz. This
prophet, now in his advancing years, was, ac-
cording to Jewish tradition, both of priestly and
of royal blood, e was profoundly esteemed
during most of his carecer by the people at
large, and such a source of national strength
wag he that he might have been called, what
the Israclite king called Elisha, the horses and
chariots, the standing army of the nation.
Sent to Hezekinh. This fact shows that the
devout king recognized the prophet of God as
outranking him. The prophetic message which
was now sent begins in the form of an
address to Sennacherib, contemptuously de-
scribing his vanity, haughtiness, and impiety ;
this is followed by an address to IHezckiah,
with a promise and a sign of deliverance for
the nation ; and finally the failure of the As-
syrian invasion is announced. Theu hast
prayed to me. ‘‘ Instead of relying on thine
own resources and strength.”—Barnes, Prayer
always wins God’s friendship,

21. This is the word that the Lord hath
spoken concerning him., Concerning Sen-
nacherib, and addressed directly to him, The
virgin, the daughter of Zion. Always na-
tions and cities have been personified by ora-
tors and poets, and usually when the personi-
fication is friendly nations have been regarded
as women. Columbia, Britannia, Germania are
familiar modern examples, The phrase “ virgin
daughter”” heightens the beauty and pathos of
the picture. Sad to say in that age of war and
rapine the maidens of every country were re-
garded as among its chief treasures, not to be
developed in beauty, intelligence, and virtue, as
with us, but to be stolen and sold as captives,
This faet, taken together with Sennacherib’s
plans for the capture of Jerusalem, sheds light
on the phrases here coupled together, *‘virgin
daughter of Zion" and * daughter of Jerusa-
lem.” Zion was one of the hills on which Je-
rusalem was founded, and is often used as a
name for the entire city. Laugh thee to

which Hezekiah spread out before the Lord, and the answer to his prayer is our lesson to-day.

scorn. « « shaken her head at thee. O
entals, we must remember, are always demon
strative,  Any threat against liberty or life

| would be sure to arouse either tremors and

wails and tears and the rending of garments
or scornful laughter, the pointing of the finger
and the wagging of the head. Sennacheril's
officers had seen only the symptoms of terror,
but Jerusalem’s strength, fortitude, and conti-
dence in God were renewed by this message
his prophet ; therefore the “ daughter of Jeru-
salem " driesher tears and sings defiance,

22. Whom hast thou reproached and
blasphemed ? Scnnacherib’s prompt answer
would be ‘Hezekiah, but the prophet says it
is not Hezekiah ™ who has been contemned nor
Hezekiah's guardian angel, but “the God of
Israel, whose name is the Holy One.”  All Isra
el knew, even if Sennacherib did not, that ** the
Holy One of Israel” had overthrown every na
tion which opposed him. This title of the Dei-
ty is a favorite one with Isaiah. It appears in
the Bible thirty-two times, and twenty-seven of
these are in the prophecies of Isaiah.

Verses 23 to 27 are omitted from the lesson,
They recount Sennacherib’s absurd self-conceit
and his cruelty, and assert that the “ Holy One
of Israel” has chastened many sinful nations,
who in their day had been used to conquer and
destroy other nations, just as Assyria was now
used,

28, Thy rage and thy tumult, The Revi
Version substitutes *“ arrogancy " or “can
ease " for “ tumult,” *“ God speaks to Sennache-
rib as an insulted master would speak to a scrv-
ant, who, puffed up by the power intrusted to
him to do his master’s work, has defied his
master to interfere with his carrying out his
plans.”—Waittle. T will put my hook in thy
nose, and my bridle in thy lips. * Lead you
like a bull and drive you like a horse.,” But the
imagery does not stop in that familiar way. In
the Assyrian sculptures there are representations

sed

of prisoners brought to Assyria with hooks fas-
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|
tened in the cartilage of the nose and the fleshy |
part of the under lip, a rope tied to the hook,
and the captive thus led to receive his sentence.
This was the fashion in which Manassch, one of
the wicked kings of Judah, was actually brought
to Babylon, It was a familiar way of reducing
the pride of a conquered oriental king. 8o would
God abase S8ennacherib ; not perhaps with this ac-
tual punishment, but thus thoroughly and com-
pletely. I will turn thee back by the way by
which thou camest,  With thy purpose un-
accomplished.  Whenever the enemies of the
kingdom of God have done what he intended them
to do he puts his bridle in their mouths and leads
them back by the way by which they came, Na-
poleon at Moscow is almost as fair an illustra-
tion of this as Sennacherib at Jerusalem, |
29. This shall be a sign unto thee, God
the speaker, now turns from Sennacherib to e
ekiah. “ The Jewsseck after asign,” Paul says,
Throughout the centuries of their religious train-
ing signs were freely offered to God and his gery-
ants.  “They generally consisted in the predic-
tion of some near event whose occurrence was
to serve as a pledge of the fulfillment of another
prediction of a still greater and more distant
event.”—Rawlinson, But such signs were not
necessarily miraculous. Ye shall eat this
year such things as grow of themselves,
ete, Husbandry had been suspended because of
this great Assyrian war. The invaders had come
inthe early spring, and no sowing could be done, |
In the autumn, therefore, all they could gather
would be what had sown itself, what grew up
from the leavings of the former crop. “In the
fertile parts of Palestine, especially in the plain
of Jezreel, on the highlands of Galilee and else-
where, the grainand cereals propagate themselves
inabundance by the ripe ears, whose superabun- !
dance no one uses.”—Aeil,

In the second
year . « « the same. Probably in the second
year the Assyrians were still in the land, or had
left it so recently that order had not been re-
stored in rural districts. The devastation by their
armies must have been great,  Therefore the reg-
ular work and crops failed again. In the third
year sow ye. This part of the sentence is a
prophecy. ““8o certainly as ye have lived one
year on the chance produce and one year on after-
growth, just so certainly shall ye sow and reap
in the third year, for the land shall be free from
Assyrians,”

30. The remnant that is escaped shall
be like the self-producing grain. Take root
downward, and bear fruit upward. “Such
is the prosperity of the soul. It takes root
downward by faith in Christ, and then bears up-
ward the fruits of righteousness,"— Henry,

| antry that had not heen caj

| times of peace these should agy

| syrian invasion,

31. Out of Jerusalem shall g0 The Lest
of the Kingdom had sought refuge within the
great walls of Jerusalem, Those of the peas-
tured hastened to the
In the quickly approaching
in go forth and
resettle the land,  But that is not all. It js the
determination of God, adopted of old, that from
Jerusalem, though distressed and appi l
lost, salvation and re demption of ever
g0 forth.”—Professor Swmner, "The z
Lord of hosts shall do this. * We have peq-
son to think ourselves unworthy that God should
do great things for us, but his own
them."—Honry,

capital for security,

zeal performs

32, God now turns from the two kings,
nacher'b and Hezekiah, to the people at large,
and notifies all concerned of the failure of the As-
He shall not come into this
city. Te was probably about forty miles from

Sen-

| it, though his troops must have comeup close to

the walls,  Nor shoot an arrow, cte, There
shall be no siege

33. Shall he return. Tleshall be forced to
retrace his steps. For mine own sake, and
formy servant David’s sake. This was one of
the few hours in the world's history when the
custody of the divine revelation seemed to be
imperiled ; therefore the promised de ery was
for the Lord’s own sake. Butin David's family
was wrapped up all hope of the Messiah ; there-
fore it was for David’s sake,

35. The angel of the Lord went out,
What sort of messenger this angel was, whether
what we call “ natural or heavenly, whether vis-
ible or invisible, we do not know and need not
conjecture. In any case the fatal stroke was
divine. A hundred fourscore and five
thousand. Suddenly and silently the lives of
one hundred and eighty-five thousand men were
taken, Those who arose early in the morne
ing survived the stroke that killed the others,
Dead corpses isan old phrase, thoroughly good
English at the time it was written,

36. Departed, and went and returned,
and dwelt, Gave up his effort in chagrin,
changed his plan, retraced his steps, and stayed
thereafter at home,

37. As he was worshiping in the house
of Nisroch his god. Bad as he was, Sen-
nacherib was devout, but his own god could not
save, much less give him success. His sons
smote him. “ Apparently togain the kingdom,
but they had to flee for their lives, and the
younger son, Esar«haddon, one of the greater
Assyrian kings, reigned in his stead.”
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CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

During the second half of his reign Hezekiah
was involved in various military operations, He
was by preference a man of peace, caring more
for the internal development of the nation’s re-
sources and lite and its religious improvement,
but was found prepared to take the field against
any encmy or endure a siege, For prudential
reasons he submitted to the terms laid down by
the King of Assyria, who was besieging Lachish,
but Sennacherib, on hreaking faith with He:
kiah, miscaleulated the forees that the king was
able to bring to bear against the invader, The
. ians might make loud speeches and attempt
to tervorize Hezekiah’s men, and threaten them
and the king with all manner of dire calamities
in the event of non-submission, but Jehovah, the
omnipotent, was Hezekiah's invisible and invin-
cible ally, and the king had only to appeal to his
God, and a great victory was achieved.

20. I have heard. God is always ready to
suceor tho » who are in distre but the hour
of utter helplessness usually arrives before the
way of escape is made plain.  In man’s extrem-
ity, then, is God's opportunity. It must not be
supposed that the king besought God only when
some unusual danger threatened the nation, A
man of his principles and purposes would be
much in prayer before God., A constant recogni-
tion of dependence upon God is more honorable
and better than that which is wrested from the
soul by some appalling calamity,

21. Virgin daughter. The reference is to
Jerusalem, who *“ hath despised ' Sennacherib,
This was an assurance that the power of Jeho-
vah was to be exercised for the deliverance of
Jerusalein from her oppressors.  The confidence
of ultimate victory may be the possession of any
of God’s children who may be besieged by the
adversary of his soul, There need not be defeat
for any struggling soul as long as the promises
of God are valid,

28. My hook. This would be doing to them
what they had done to others, and especially to
captive kings as represented on the
tablets,  (See 2 Chron, 33, 11 A
20.4; 88 4.) In this case the reference must be
taken as indicating the utter humiliation of the
Assyrian king, for this specific punishment and
degradation was not visited upon S8ennacherib,

29. A sign unto thee. As contrasted with
the destruction of his enemies God gives Heze-
kiah evidences of returning prosperity, for, as
Delitzsch remarks, ““ A sign is a thing or an
event or an action, intended us the pledge of the
divine certainty of another.” Ye shall eat this
year, The Assyrians having devoured the
erops, and probably sown others, the besieged

were to be supported by them. The next yoqr
the law concerning the Sabbatical year was to iy
observed, and the Lord would provide for thr
needs, “God’s blessing shall save them s
and labor, and that year, too, the voluntary .,
ductions of the earth shall serve to tuin
them, to remind them that the earth hroyg

forth before there was a man to till it, \nd
then, the third year, their husbandry should y

turn into its former channel and they should sow
and reap as they used to do.’

30. The remnant. Sennacherib had curpio]
away in his first expedition 200,150 prisoncrs on
of Judah, and had inflicted severe damage upon
various places in his second expedition, and i,
country was devastated, so that there seemcd 1o
be only a ““ remnant " of Judah remaining: but so
long as even a remnant was found the nution
would be preserved and take root and bear
fruit.

34. For my servant David’s sake. [y .-
cordance with God's promise that the kiny
would come through David  Judah was in God's
great plan for the redemption of man, and the
preservation of Judah made it possible to carry
out that plan in accordaunce with the original
promise  Not that the wisdom of God could not
have formulated other plans for the same benef-
cent end, but the preservation of Judah at tiis
critical juncture would give the nation a lurger
appreciation of the transcendent honor that Je-
hovah had put upon it in making it the medium
of the Messiah's entrance into the world, and
might arouse it to a higher sense of its responsi-
bility in connection with his coming. But prob-
ably the besieged in Jerusalem regarded it as of
greater importance that they be delivered from
the presence and the power of the Assyrian host,
It is the present danger that seems most op-
pressive and escape from 1t most imperative,

35. That night. Whether the awful work
was accomplished by slaughter, pestilence,
storm, flood, or an attack by the besieged can-
not be determined. The work was done: the
promise of God was fulfilled, and the Assyrian
king, although he lived for twenty years ufter
this calamitous event, never returned to Pales-
tine to retrieve his loss. Judah became pros-
perous. The angel of the Lord., This do-
stroying angel suggests the angel that slew the
firstborn in Egypt for the deliverance of G
people from their enemies, **See how great, in
power and might, the holy angels are, when one
angel, in one night, could make so great a
slaughter ! 8ee how weak the mightiest of men
are before Almighty God! Who ever hardened
himself against him and prospered ¢ "
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Thoughts for Young People.
A Ple

1. God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to
perform ; and he often uses enemies of his cuuse
as whips and spurs and traces to guide and push
forward his children in the right path. There are
plenty of troubles in this world and ¢ ways will
be: * Many are the afflictions of the righteous ;"
but the saints of the Lord should know that
“out of all the Lord will deliver them, "

tiful Supply.

“ Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take ;
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with merey, and shall break
In blessing on your head.”
2. There is wo lack of temptation, Sometimes it
comes insidiously, and caressingly be
sometimes it browbeats ;

s
but with every tempta-
tion, whether enticing or I:rm\'lwminu, there
is a way of escape,

B There is wo lack of angels to do God's
* No matter what the trouble, the Lord has some
one ready to meet it, It may be a brother or
sister close at hand, who brings the answer to
our prayer for help. It may be a kind friend
who meets us unexpectedly, and gives the very
aid we long for, It may be our pastor speaking
ina sermon which seems written ouly for us, It
necessary, an angel of heaven will come to us.
Godis never in extremity. If there be need of
more than twelve legions of angels for our rescue
or our comfort, the Lord will send them before
he will have us suffer beyond what is best for
us, and before one of his promises shall fail his
trustful ehild.” — Trombull,

8. Therve is wo fuilure of hlp, 1f you are weak, if
you are heset by enemies, if you are in gloom, if
you are in doubt, rray,
orweak you are, prayer is always within reach,
and prayer always brings answers of peace,

bidding.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Professor Sayce reminds us in his Aneie ut Ewi-
pires of the East that geographically as well as
ethnologically and historically  Babylonia and
Assyria formed but one country, It is there-
fore with justice that classical write some-
times speak of the whole district between the
Euphrates and Tigris as Assyria, though Baby-
lonia, no doubt, would have been a more accu-
rate name.  *‘In populousness and antiquity,”
he says, * Assyria was far exceeded by the south
ern kingdom of Babylonia, Here was the center
and starting point of the ecivilizations which
afterward spread throughout western Asia.”
The physical type exhibited small eyes, high

SUNDAY SCHOOL

No matter how humble |

BANNER,
b e ——————
cheek bones, the heard long

and straight, and
The primitive popu-
ria belonged to g

features long and nurow,
lation of Babylonia and As
race which may have been allied to the Turani-
|an, Until the decipherment of the cuneiform
| inscriptions our knowledue of Babyloni

| Assyrian history waus very slight and very

[tain. Dr, George Smith says that the two expe-
ditions to Assy brought to light a congider-
able number of texts and
texts of the return of
some trans]

fragment of complete
Sennaclierib, e gives
ations of the texts found on the eyl-
inders in excavations at the palace
erib.  From thes

of Sennach-
> we learn that Sennacherib
‘the great king,” the pow-

king of Assyria,” “King of the

' the “appointed ruler,” *wop-

shiper of the great gods,” “guardian of right,”

| “lover of justice maker of peace,” *“ one go-
i:im:llu- ght way,” “preserver of good,” *“ the
| powerful prince,” “the warlike hero,” “ leader
among Kings," “giant devouring the enemy,’

J “breaker of bones.” He declares that the great
king Asshur had given to him an unequaled em-

| pire, had exalted his servants over all who dwell
in palaces, from the “upper sea of the setting

sun to the lower sea of the rising sun,” That he

had subdued “ under his feet all the dark races,”

while ** stubborn kings avoided war with him "

and abandoned their countrie “like birds and

| fled te desert places.” These eylinders contain
J a4 minute specification of the conquest over
| Hezekiah of Judah, who did not submit to his
| Yoke. But as this has been copied in the /2
N

us-
on the International Sunday School Les-
| sonx for this year, page 346, it is not necessary to
repeat it here,
| Verse o, « Isaiah son of Amoz sent 1o Heze-
kiah, saying, Thus saith the Lord of Isracl.,” It
| is well to bear in mind that the prophets of the
[ 01 Tes ament very rarely dealt with individuals,
except as these individuals were representatives
of the whole al and political order ; that is to
say. they were prophets dealing with the under-
Iving moral quality of th community and not of
the persons, save as they were a part of the
:\\‘)mh- social structure. They were concerned
| not much with the reformation of the
| man as with the reformation or reorganiza-
| tion of society, This may be illustrated by a
| series of quotations which are selected from the
greater number by Rev, George St zin an are-
‘ ticle on * Old Testament Prophets as Social Re-
| formers ™ in the Biblical World for July, 1808,
| We will not stop to give the references, “Cry
i aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet
[and declare unto my peopie their transgression
| and to the house of Jacob their sins.” “ Their

| trative
|
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princes are rebellious and companions of fools ; |
every one loveth gifts and followeth after re-
wards, They judge not the fatherless, neither
does the cause of widows come unto them.”
“The Lord will enter into judgment with the
elders of his people and the princes thereof,’
“ Hear, O heads of Jacob....who eat the flesh
of my people, and flay their skin from off them,
and break their hones 3 yea, chop them in pieces
as for the pot, and as flesh within a caldron,” |
As the prophets thus arraigned the political
0 did they strike at the sins of the luxu- |
and wealthy n;::

leader
rious

, the disproportionate mas:

of wealth and the mischievous devices by which
it was wrongfully accumulated; or they strike at

the whole structure of society, in times when it }

lacked domestie purity and when parental au
thority was disregarded. They ery out against |
the sins of the community, h‘uhlmlh»hn-ukinu‘i
treachery, profanity, murder, defiance of God's |
corrective providences, “There is naught but
swoaring and breaking faith, and killing, and
stealing, and committing adultery ; and blood
toucheth blood" (Hosea 4. 2). Mr, Stibitz well !
says, ** The ideal of the prophets not achurch |
or congregation of worshiping believers, but a |
community, society, or state of godlike men and
women living in love and truth together under
the Messiah as King, who is filled with the Spirit
of God, exercising justice and judgment tm\'urnlJ
the poor and helpless,” Tie says, ** The use ap-
parently so prevalent in pulpit and pew which
makes religion chiefly, if not exclusively, an in-
dividualistic pious mood, a condition of personal
salvation not primarily for the blessing of so-
ciety, but preeminently for self, is not found in
the prophets, and what in the prophets appears
to support this view will invariably be found, |
upon an examination of the context, to apply
only to society as a whole or to the individual as |
an intensely social factor,”

By Way of Illustration,

Prayer for protection.—Not many years ago the
sultan of Tarkey decreed that every Christian
missionary should leave Turkey at once. 'l‘hui
Christians met in earnest prayer, asking God to
come to their help. And he did. The sultan
died on the very day which he had named for the
expulsion of tl.2 missionaries, and they were al-
lowed to remain,

Sevipture examples.—When God said he would
defend that city for his own sake he meant that,
without the secondary help of man, he would in
a supernatural way defend it. Now and again
‘God has done such things so that men might

[N()\', 13,

have no excuse for their opposition on the grouyg
of ignorance,

He did it with Pharaoh, who challenged 1is
power. He did so with the Midianites whey o
used Gideon's little band. e did so with 1],
great army that besieged Samaria. 1le i
when he delivered Elisha at Dothan. Noy je
will do so in delivering Jerusalem out of ()
hands of Sennacherib,—Tutecost,

God in history.—** 1 believe in God, the Fal 8
Almighty ! declared Captain Philip, of the 7.4 g
after the great victory at Santiago, and, gutlep-
ing his smoke-stained crew about him, he p
ed that they stand with uncovered heads in
thanksgiving to the God of battles
Upon leaving his home for Washington 1o ;s-
ume the duties of the presidency, Mr. Lincoln,
in an address to neighbors and frieods, suid ;

“1 feel that I cannot succeed without the sume
divine aid which sustained Washington, und on
the same Almighty Being I place my reliance fop
support. And I hope that you, my friends, will
all pray that I may receive that divine assistunce
without which I cannot succeed, but with which
success is certain,”

When General Grant accepted the leadership
of the great army of the United States he pe-
ferred reverently to ‘“the favor of that Provi-
dence which leads both nations and men.”

England’s deliverance.~Few darker days have
ever confronted England than those of the sum-
mer of 1588, when Philip of Spain attempted the
dethronement of Queen Elizabeth and the estab-
lishment of the Inquisition in England. It was
a remarkable fleet. Nothing in the way of cquip-
ment seemed wanting. The ships were floating
palaces, Pope Sixtus V had promised to give
England to the invaders. As the fleet nearcd the
English coast, on the 20th of July, the bluze of
ten thousand beacon fires along the coust gave
warning that the enemy were at last upon them,
For three years the fleet had been prepari
in one month’s time the few scattered ships bore
back to Spain only their record of shame and
disgrace. Yet, if it be asked what force con-
fronted that splendid royal fleet, no name of

| Nelson or such as he is mentioned. What <hips

hore the brunt of the attack ? No such ship has
passed its name down into history. That omi-
nous northwest wind—who bade it scatter the

| splendid fleet 2 Shall it be said that everything

‘“happened * to destroy the brilliant and massive
Armada? We believe that Ie who holds the
winds in his grasp saved a nation for the work it
should do.—D. 0. Mears,

Napoleow’s invaxion.—Farthly state had never
reached a prouder pinnacle than when Napo-
leon, in June, 1812, gathered his army at Dresden
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and there received the homage of subject kings. l

By whom was this tremendous power put down ¢
By the direct interposition of God. I know of
no language so well fitted to describe that vie-
torious advance to Moscow, uud the utter hu-
miliation of the retreat, as the language of the
prophet with respect to the advance and destruc-
tion of Sennacherib’s host,
in the morning, behold they were all dead
corpses,” applies almost literally to that memo-
rable night of frost in which twenty thousand
horses perished and the strength of the French
army was utterly broken. Beyond all contro-
' the deliverance of Europe from the domin-
ion of Napoleon was effected by the hand of God,
— Thomas Arnold,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

It was.a time of trouble,
ing against Jerusalem. There was no human
possibility of escape. The monuments dug
from under the dust of ages to-day tell the story.
Sennacherib wrote it for his own glory on a
cylinder which is now in the British Museum.
‘“Because Hezekiah king of Judah would not
submit to my yoke, by the might of my power 1
took forty-six of his strong fenced cities with the
marching of a host and surrounding of a multi-
tude, with ranks and force of battering rams
and mining and missiles I besieged and captured
a countless multitude, and Hezekiah himself |
shut up in Jerusalem his capital city, like a bird
in a cage, building towers round the city to hem
him in, and raising banks of earth against the
gates so as to prevent escape.”  And all this was
like a film ©f vapor carried away by the breath
of prayer. A bird in a cage, yet with pinions
strong enough to break the bars and soar to
freedom.  Sennacherib wrote it for his own
glory, but it stands to-day for the glory of the
Giod whose power he defied, who is the shield
and deliverer of all who trust him and whose
promise is, “ Call upon me in the day of trouble ;
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.,”
There was nothing imaginary about Hezekiah's
peril; nor did he lack courage to lace hjs foe,
But he was absolutely helpless. The taunts of
the Assyrian king were well founded as far as
human  judgment could see. Circumstances

A host was march-

: : |
were more than a match for him ; looking at the

things which are seen, anyone would have said
he might as well surrender at once,

But we learned in our last lesson that he
believed with all his heart in the God whom he
worshiped, and he knew how to use a weapon
more effective than battering rams or mines,
He sent for Isaiah and they united in prayer.

SUNDAY SCH

““When they arose |
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“Two,” agreeing in the thing they ask, is a
cord of twofold strength to bring down bless-
ings from heaven in the face of resisting winds.
Hezekiah reached that place of power in prayer,
which Jesus says can never fail, g ye shall
ask anything in my name, I will do it.” His
cause and God's cause were one ; not for him-
self alone, but for God’s honor, he prayed for
deliverance—**that all the Kkingdoms of the
carth may know that thou art the Lord God,
even thee only.” St. James says we do not
Ket answers to our prayers because we pray self-
ishly. And the answer? It was royally given,
as God always gives to the prayer of loyal
faith, Four hundred and cighty thousand men
| lay dead upon the plains around Jerusalem the
very next morning.  What means were used we
do not know. Other armies in the East have
been destroyed by the simoon, the hot winds of
the desert ; but whatever it was it came in direct
answer to Hezekiah's prayer. Is this unusual ¥
No. The circumstances are conspicuous in
history, but just as unmistakable answers to
prayer ve oceurred in all ages in the experi-
ence of God’s people and are occurring every
day. Why should we think it strange ? The
Bible is full of exhortations to prayer, David's
psalms are largely made up of praise to God for
answers to prayer. Jesus teaches us by example,
precept, and parable to be importunate in prayer
because the heavenly Father gives to those who
ask. Unseen hosts are with our armies in an-
swer to the ery of God's people all over the land,
His presence is real ; his help is real ; it is much
moré reasonable to believe that direct results
follow the prayer of faith than to doubt it. I
quite agree with the good old colored woman
who used to say, “Honey, when you gets to
heaven you'll be s'prised how many things you
might have had if you'd only asked for *em,”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

| L The Assyrians. (1) Where did they live?
[(2) What was their capital city? (3) On what
basis was their wealth founded ? (4) How vast
| was their empire? (5) By what means was it
| extended ? (6) Their history stretched through
twelve centuries, (7) Their empire was at its
| culmination under Sennacherib and Esar-had-
don. IL. The message. (1) What king sent it?
(2) To what king was it sent? (3) Where was
| Sennacheribt  (4) Where was Hezekiah? (5)
What had each monarch accomplished ? (6)
What peculiar proposition was made in this mes-
sage? (7) Why did Sennacherib insult the God
of the Jews? IIL. The prayer. (1) Hezekiah's
natural allies had all been vanquished. (2) His
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armics had been overcome. (3) His country had Isaiah. The first part of the answer looks fop.
been overrun, (4) His treasure had been un- | ward to the future and promises peace to the 1y
availingly forfeited. (5) He had only one re-|sieged city, Note («) That God accepts thy
course—the trusty weapon, prayer. (6) Notice | thought in Hezekiah's prayer that Sennacheril,'s
four or five traits of Hezekiah's prayer, such as | insult and defiance was direc ed against the Loy
earnestness, humility, ete. IV. God's answer. | God of earth and heaven ; () That the Assyrinng
(1) The prophet who spoke it. (2) What God ‘un' only instruments in God's hand for 1.
said to Sennacherib, (3) What God said to accomplishment of his purpose ; God controls
Hezekiah,  (4) What God said about Sennache- | them absolutely (chap. 19. 28); (¢) That ¢
rib’s army.  (5) What God said about the rem- | promises peace and gives them a sign—a tokey
nant, V. The destruction of the Assyrians, | of his favor and care.
3. The asswred protection, The latter part of
Isaiah’s words deal with the immediate condi
Before the Class. tions as given in the introduction to the lesson,
Introduction. Present to the class very briefly | Note () That the protection assured is specii
the account of the stirring events of the years | and complete, There isto be no siege of the ciry
intervening between the last lesson and the pre This is positively promised. (b) That the dangr
ent one. The time is toward the close of Heze- | 18 10 be removed through the withdrawal of 11
kiul's reign.  During Sargon’s reign Judah paid | Assyrian forces. (¢) This is granted for the sk
tribute to the Assyrian power, but upon his death | of David in fulfillment of the promises to him,
zekiah joined a confederation against Sen- | and that God’s name may be glorified, God is
nacherib, Sargon’s successor, The new Assyrian | Protecting us to-day, and his protection is just us
king, in 701 B. C., invaded Palestine and defeated | Sure as in the time of Hezekiah, The needs and
the various princes of the country, including the | the means may be different, but the divine pro-
army of Egypt. Tezekiah sent him an immense | tection is assured with equal certainty. (sce
tribute and humbly sued for pardon (2 Kings |1 Cor. 10, 13,)
18. 14). The Assyrian King sent a force to Jeru- | 4 The fulfilled promise. The answer to the
salem to demand the unconditional surrender of | Prayer was given to the king and people, and
the city. Hezekiah, encouraged by the prophet | they waited in faith for its fulfillment. And ti
Isaiah, refused. Then comes the sending of the | fulfillment came.  God never breaks a promise ;
insulting letter by Sennacherib, Hezekial's appeal | tather, he gives more than he promises. Do not
to God, and the answer to his prayer, which is ‘ spend "l'!"" time in discussing the means of the
the subject of our present lesson. A brief pnuIL'I'vul deliverance, whether it was by storm, or
sentation of the part Isaiah played in these eyents | Plague, or fever, or a night attack of the Fuyp-
would be helpful to an understanding of the |tians. Impress the thought that the deliverance
times. j\\'us (@) By divine omnipotence; (b) In accord
Development of the text.  Place upon the board | With a promise; (¢) In answer to prayer: (/)
the subject, “ The Way of Safety,” and the follow- ‘ Called out by special need.
ing outline: 1. The king’s prayer; 2. The| Spcificapplication, Hezekiah, the king, was wise
promised peace; 3. The assured protection; 4, | With the truest wisdom. He clearly saw in his
the fulfilled promise, trouble that “The Way of Safety ” was to put
L. The king's prayer. The first verse of the les- ‘ his trust in the Lord, He did‘not depend upou
son simply states that the prayer of Hezekiah had | walls, upon armies, upon ""“r}“"" but upon the
been heard, and then the unswer follows, If we | strong arm of the Lord. e did all he could in a
turn back to 2 Kings 19. 15-19, we shall find this | human way to meet the threatened disaster, but
prayer. The king was in great distress when he | M8 chief dependence was upon God, The king
offered this prayer to God. Note concerning it | found the words of the psalmist true, ** (i
(a) That it acknowledges the sovereignty of (od |our refuge and strength, a very present help in
over all the earth,  This is significant in connee- | trouble.”  Many since have testified to the truth
tion with the circumstances under which the | ©f these words,
prayer was offered. (b) Thats it presents Sen-

sacherib’s words as an insult to the living God. OPTIONAL HYMNS.
(¢) That it asks for deliverance from the invader
that God may be glorified among the nations, A Praise for the Rock of our salvation.
wonderful prayer and one which brought a won- When all thy mercies.
derful answer, Though troubles assail.
2. The promised peace. The answer to the How firm a foundation,

prayer is sent to the king through the prophet Since Jesus is my friend.
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Tenderly our Father,

A mighty fort is our God,
When in the tempest he'll hide me,
I'am safe in the Rock,

In heavenly love abiding,
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LESSON viIir, MANASSEI’S S1N AND REPE

GOLDEN TEXT,

AUTHORIZED VERsION,
[Read the whole chapter.]
2 Chron. 33. 9-16, [ Commit to memory verses
12, 13
h made Ju'dah and the inhabit-
elem Lo err, and to do worse than | 10

the heathen, whom the Lokp had destroyed be- 11
fore the children of Is'ra-el,

10 And the Lorn spuke to Ma-nas'seh, and to |
his people : but they would not hearken,

Il Wherefore the Lonrn brought upon them
the captains of the host of the king of As-syr'i-u,
which took Ma-nas’seh among the thorns, and
bound him with fetters, and carried him to
Bab'y-lon,

12 And when he was in affliction, he besought
the Lok his God, and humbled himself greatly
before the God of his fathers,

13

13 And prayed unto him
treated of him, and heard 1
brought him again to ru's
dom. Then Ma-nas'seh kney
way God,

and he was en-
upplication, and |
em into his king-
that the Loxp he | 14
14 Now after this he
¢ty of Da'vid, on the

valley, even to the entering in at the fish gate,

and compassed about O'phel, and raised it up a
ey great height, and put captains of war in nll‘ 5
‘ 9

|
built a wall without Hn-I
west side of Gi'hon, in 'In-'

|

the fenced cities of Ju'dah,

15 And he took away the strange gods, and
the idol out of the house of the Loxrp, and all

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness,

2 lon,

TANCE. [Nov. 20,
just to forgive us our sins, and to
1John 1.9,

Revised Versio,

9 And Man-as'seh made Ju'dah and the inhabit-

ants of Je-ru'sa-lem to err, so that they did
evil more than did the nations, whom the
Lorb destroyed before the children of Is'ra-¢l,
And the Lonn spuke to )lull»us‘m‘h, and to
his people: but they gave no heed, Where-
fore the Lokp brought upon them the
tains of the host of the king of As-syr'i-a,
which took M; sseh in chains, and bound
him with fetters, and carried him to Bab y-

cap-

he-
God, and humbled him-
self greatly before the God of his father
And he prayed unto hi sand he was e
rrn-;uwln{hiln,mulIn-;n'rlllissu]»pli-'ulinn,uml
brought him again to Jeru'sa-lem into his
kingdom, ‘Then Man-as'sch knew that the
Lorb he was God,

Now after this he built an outer wall to the
city of Da'vid, on the west side of Gi'hon, in
the valley, even to the entering in at the fish
gate; and he compassed about O'phel, and
raised it up a very great height : and he put
valiant captains in all the fenced cities of
Ju'dah.  And he took away the strange gods,
and the idol out of the house of the Lorp,
and all the altars that he had built in the

And when he was in distress, he
sought the Lorp hi
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the altars that he had built in the mount of the mount of the house of the Lokn, and in
house of the Lok, and in Je-ru'su-lem, and cast Je-ru'sa-lem, and cast them out of the ¢t
them out of the city. 16 And he built up the altar of the |

16 And he repaired the altar of the Loxrn, and and offered thereon sacrifices of peace offoy

sacrificed thereon peace offerings and thank of " SR T
ferings, and l'l'|lll}lil|ll((‘1l Ju'dah to serve the ings and of thanksgiving, and command.d
Lokn God of 1sra-el,

Ju'dah to serve the Lorp, the God of Is'ry

eh ascended the throne about In what work of restoration did he ¢

Time,—Manass
What command did he give to the people ¥

698, His reign was the longest in the annals of
Judah and the most culamitous, He deliberately
set himself to undo his father’s reformation.
Esar=haddon, one of the greatest of Assyrian A :
monarchs, carried Manasseh captive to Babylon, ruler leads his l“"'l'}" astray. A single vicions
but afterward restored him to Jerusalem. | pupil can mar the life of a school. - A drap of

jodine will e six thousand times its volume
Places.—Jerusalem and Babylon. | fodine will color six thousand times its volun
of pure water, but no amount of water can re

Home Readings. store the purity.

M. A wicked son. 2 Chron. 33. 1-8. 2, Penitence and prayer open the door of
Tu, God's judgment. 2 Kings 21, 10-17, pardon, Penitence prepares the way for prayer;
W. Manasseh’s 8in and Repentance. 2 Chron. | and prayer grips the hand of Omnipotenc

33, 9-16. 3. “Learn to do well.” Set up the altar,
Th. Anger with sin,  Jer. 15. 1-7. | Offer daily thank offerings. Engage in wood
F. Promise of mer Deut. 30. 1-10. works. Serve the Lord actively, earnestly, con
8. A penitent’s prayer. Psalm 51, stantly.

ape e ” o 15, 11-92
S.  Repentance and return, Luke 15. 11-24, QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
Lesson Hymns, SCHOLARS.
1. Manasseh the Sinner, v. 611,

Whose son was Manasseh ? 2 Chron. 238,
Depth of merey, can there be What kind of a son should we expect [rom
Mercy still reserved for me? such a father ¥

‘s g ol 9 tor 9
No. 100, New Canadian Hymnal, ::::::: ::: i\l::lz‘l‘l:‘:l‘u)‘ll:'t‘l:"“‘“( il
With broken heart and contrite sigh, To what degree did the king and his people
A trembling sinner, Lord, I ery; sin against God ?

Did they receive warning from God ¢
No. 102, New Canadian Hymnal. How did they treat the warnings?

What does God say to sinners ?  Ezek. 3111,

What fate came to Manasseh as the result of
his sin ¥
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS. Who attacked him and his people ?

1. Manasseh the Si r, v. 9-11. What did they do to Manasseh ¥

At what age did Manasseh become king ? How did they treat him ¥

How long did he reign ¥ Where did they take him ?

Name some evil acts of his reign, Where was Babylon ¢ In Chaldea, five hun-

Whom did he lead into sin ? dred miles east of Jerusalem.

To whose rebuke were the people deaf 2. Manasseh the Penitent, v, 12, 13

What judgment was sent on the king ? What was the effect of afliction on Muanusseh?

Who was the king of Assyria? Does it always have this effect ?

2. Manasseh the Penitent, v. 12, 13, What did Manasseh do in the prison ¥

What evidence of penitence did the king give? | [Tow should we go to God?

What gracious answer was given to his prayer? | Did God hear the prayer of such a sinner?

Of what did the king become assured ¥ What encouragement does that give us

What ground had he before for doubt ¥ How was his prayer answered ¥

What encouraging promise is there now to 3. Manasseh the Reformer, v. 14-10.

the penitent? GoLbEN TEXT, L Do people always keep the promises made i
3. Manasseh the Reformer, v. 14-16, trouble ¥
What work of defense did he carry on? [ How did Manasseh keep his?
What evils did he banish from the city ? ] What did he command his people ?

Teachings of the Lesson,
1. “One sinner destroyeth much good.”

No. 98, New Canadian Hymnal.

‘What shall I do, where shall I flce?
1 have no refuge, dear Saviour, but thee;

A\'n\.‘.‘
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What is the GoLoes Texty ‘l What did e command his people todo? Te
Is there any sin so foul that it may not be | serve the trye God.
pardoned ¥ What is true repentance? T'o leave off sine
Can we undo the evil results of our sins ¥ | ning.

| s this P - "
Practical Teachi g%e J What does this show ¥ That we are really

; s . | sorry fi si
Where in this lesson do we learn— [ rry for our sing,
|

L. That God sends affiction in merey ¥
That God hears the prayer of the aficted s THE LESSON CATECHISM,
‘hat true penitence is shown by forsaking sin¥ (For the entire school,)
Qu TIONS FOR YOUNGER ! 1. Who was the worst sinner of all the Kings
SCHOLARS. of Judah ¢ Manasseh § he did worse than
Who was king of Judah after Hezekiah died ¥ the heathen,
How old was this new king when he began to 2. When Munasseh would not listen to the
wign¥ Twelve years old, I I's repeated warnings what did the Lopd do?
What did he bring back to Judah? The wore Leflt n without defense,
ship of idols, | 3+ When Manasseh was in afMiction in Baby-
What dreadful thing did he dare todo? To lon what did Manassch do? Humbled hime
set up idols in the house of the Lord. | self before God.
What did many of the people do » Followed | 4. What did God do? He brought him
him in his wicked ways, buck to his kingdom.
What did the Lord do ¥ e spoke to them, | 5. What is true of all of us? Gorpes Texr ;
but they would not listen, ‘4 If we confess our sins,?? ote,
What did he do then® He spoke by an| 6. Did Manasseh try to be a good king after
other voice, | he was restored ¥ He did.
What did he bring upon them® The Assyrie |
an army, W OB a s
What happened to Muanusseh* He was NEW CHURCH cATECHISH.
taken captive to Babylon. 38, What is entire sanctification ?
What was he willing to do then? To listen Entire sanctification is the atéatiment of fiily
to the voice of God. consecrated beliovers upon the exercise of faith in
liow did he humble himself v He confessed | Christ as Saviour from all sin, «nd consists in loy.
his sin to God and begged to be forgiven. | ing God with all oup heart, sou!, mind and strength,
il the Lord forgive him ¢ Yes, and brought | and our neighbour as oursely
him back to Jerusalem,
What good lesson had Manassch learned ¥ IThess, v, 23, And the very God of peace sanctify
That the Lord was the true God, ‘ You wholly: and T pray God your whole spirit
What did he begin to do right away * To take | A0 .mul and body be prese ved blinneless unto the
away the false gods. I voming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
A Ninner Saved,
Draw nigh to God,  James 4. 8,
Mudde Judah, .. to evr, v, 9, V. ForGivesess,
There is none righteous.  Rom. 2. 10-12, Heard his supplication, v, 13,
No sin, we deceive, 1John 1, 8, Then will I hear. 2 Chron, 7. 14,
IBUKE, Who is God like unto thee s Micah 7. 18, 19
Lovd spake, v, 10, VI Assvnasce,
Wrath of God.,..revealed, Rom, 1, i, Kiew that ... ke was God, v, 13,
Upon....disobedience, Eph. 5. 6. We have peace with God.  Row, 5. 1.
DiscieLINE, No more strangers, Eph. 2, 19,
Tie Lord brought wpon the. . 11,

L. six

As many as [ love. Rev, 2,10, Camay. . ostrange gods, v, 15
IV, RevENTANCE, Put off ... .the old man, Eph. 4, 92-24,
L thinbled Nimself. v, 12, 2. Lepaived the altar, v, 15,
Humble yourselves. 1 Peter 5, 6, A living sacrifice.  Rom. 12, 1.
Happy....whom God correcteth, Job 5, 17, | 3. Commanded Judah, v, 16,
% Prayad wnto him, v, 13, | Then will I teach, Psalm 51. 10-13,




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Very happily does our Golden Text condense the teachings of our lesson.  The life of M.,
sch would be an unsavory and unwholesome subject for close study. It is notable that, thouy)
reigned longer thun any other descendant of David, there is so little told of the events of
reign.  He was a son of the good King Hezekiah, and ascended the throne at the age of twely,
For at least twenty-two years, according to Jewish tradition (perhaps longer), he reigned
royal advocate of dark superstition and revolting wickedness,  Every doetrine and custong ;.
tolerated in his kingdom except the doctrines and customs taught by Moses,  Every viee |
which man or woman could sink, personfied into a god or goddess, was by him formaliy w.
shiped.  The most loathsome of all false deities, she whose worship wis grossest licentious ..
he set up in the very Holy of Holies, having first removed the golden altar ot Jehovah and the
Manasseh seduced his people **to do more evil than did the nations whom the Lovd had destpe
before them.””  He burned his own child to death in sacrifice to Moloch,  He **shed inn
blood very much, till he had filled Jerusalem from oneend to another.”  Duaring all his yoig
sin he was warned and rebuked and pleaded with by prophets, but he scorned and perse
the men of God, Good old Isaiah, through his long life deservedly one of the most venerat
men, the trusted counselor of Manasseh’s own father, was now inclosed in a hollow tree wnid < w
asunder. It was to wizurds and to those who used enchantments and who dealt with funi
spirits that the king turned for counsel.  After years of divine patience awful punishment cany
last. The Assyrian king, having captured him, put aring in his nostrils, and dragged him thus e
the desert to Bubylon.  Incaptivity Manasseh repented and acknowledged his sin against Jehoy )
His humble prayer was heard, and he was restored to his throne in Jerusalem, where he procecdo
measurably to undo the evil of his earlicr reign,  His repentance and attempts at national et
mation are the subject of our lesson to-day,  He ruled well, refortified Jerusalem, restored the il
of the Lord, and sacrificed peace offerings and thank offerings to Jehovah, But beyond this 11,
reformation does not seem to have gone.  In spite of his repentance, his name through o) 1)
centuries has been a synonym and symbol of absolute depravity, of reckless squandering « {1
holiest opportunities,

Verse 9, Manasseh made Judah and the | shiping the highest ideals they knew, and won
inhabitants of Jerusalem to err. It need not | therefore looking up ; and God's providence o
secm strange that ina successful and popular des- | ways guides all sincere aspirants into Lot
potism the king’s example should be generally | knowledge and holier virtue.  But the Jews hiew
followed.  Even in our age fashions in clothes, in | of the true God, and turned away from hin, anl
literature, and in art are set by a few very ordi- | therefore were deliberately descending in s
nary men who happen to be of royal blood, In | lar and moral life,
ancient  times (and quite as much with the| 10. The Lord spake to Manassch, DIy
Hebrews as with any other nation) the Church | Hosea, by Joel, by Nahum, by Habakkuk, und
and the State were one; not merely related i by Isaiah. l'~ulln~ 49, 73, 77, and 140 are thought
to cach other as the Church of England and the | to have been written at this time, They wonld
crown of England are, but actually owe, so nothearken. Toshut the ear against
that it was impossible to think at once of loy-'is to close the door of hope. Wherefore the
alty to one and disloyalty to the other. In| Lord brought upon. There is asensein which
such a condition everything depended on  the the statement is true that God does not punish in
character of the king, who was the recognized | this life, but the natural consequences of wrong-
maodel of life. Worse than the heathen. doing sometimes follow closely the misdecds,
Morally worse, for they sinned against light and | 8in and sorrows are fastened together like 4
knowledge,  The false deities of the Canaanites | locomotive and a train of cars. The captains
were the holiest conceptions they had, hut the | of the host of the king of Assyria. The king
Judahites turned deliberately from the concep-  of Assyrin was Esar-haddon, who ascended the
tion of a trueGodto idols. Two men talked to- | throne at Sennacherib’s assassination, He wys
gether in a railroad station at Buffalo, and were [ one  of the greatest of  Assyrian monar
companions at table. But one was west bound on | After consolidating his own government he ha
his way to Chicago, the other east hunml for New ‘ tened westward to reduce the subjugated prov-
York. Similarly, though the practices of thv'hn-vn which had asserted their freedom. Tar
Jews may have heen very like those of the sur- | tan was the rame of his chief general. ‘Took
rounding heathen, they were traveling in oppo- Manasseh among the thorns. An attack on
site directions,  The heathen were at least wor- Jerusalem captured many of its citizer s, ul
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ing Manasseh, A hook orring was fastened in
his nose, much as rings are fastened now in the
noseg of bulls,  This was the supreme indignity
1o which the king could be subjected. The trans-
lution ** thorns ™ is not now accepted by schol
wrs, Bound him with fetters, Loaded him
with chains,  Carried him to Babylon
Here is one of those startling evidences of the
aceuracy of Bible history which so often delight
the student. A few chapters carlier we are told
that Manasseh’s father had formed an alliunce
with Babylon to proteet himself against the ad-
vanees of A
lived in Nineveh, and it was long believed to he
an error in the copying that gave us the word
fubylon here : for how could g king be taken to
Babylon when he had just heen captured by Bab-
vlow's enemy ¢ It sounded almost as ingely
as if one said that an American gene t
tured a Spanish general in the Philippines and
brought him to President MeKinley at Madrid.
fut it is now known that Esar-haddon actually
reigned at Babylon for thirteen years, the only
\ssyrian: King that ever dwelt there, Bricks
from his palace, bearing his name, have recently
been found,  With the removal of Manassch to
Babylon the independence of Judah ceased, and
thenceforth it was a territory of the
pire.

12, This verse pathetically shows the moral
uses of adversity,

* Afilictions, though they seem severe,
In merey oft are sent ;

They stopped the prodigal’s career
And caused him to repent.”

13, He was entreated of him, (od lix
tened to Manasseh, and answered | er sand
from his forgiveness and restoration we 10
red messages of merey to us, Just as divine
grace is personified in Jesus Christ so sin and
suffering and penitence and forgiveness are per-
sonified in Manassch, Brought him again to
Jerusalem into his kingdom. Probably as a
provineial governor, with the title and some of
the revenues of a king, but with little power ex-

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL

The iniquitous reign of Manassel after the hon-
orable and glorious reign of his father, Hezekiah,
is one of the mysterious anomalics of history, it
Was a misfortune that Manasseh began to exer-
vise regal power at so early an age, he being only
twelve years old when he ascended the throne,
Unhappy the land whose king is a boy and who
falls into the hands of evil men. Manasseh had
an opportunity to lift Judah to a still higher pin-
nacle, but he turned away from the royal path of

yrin. The Assyrian kingsordinarily |

Assyrian em |
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e ee———
Iu-px to administer justice and fortify Jerusalem
against  Assyria’s ene mies. Then Manassch
knew that the Lord he is God.  This oy

verse und sodden sinuer, apparently us devilish o
man as ever lived, had been deaf and blind 1o his
| father’s holy life, to the tea hings of the Levites
and the ceremonies of the priests, to the histo-

vians and psalmists wnd prophets of the past, It
Vas secular overthrow—the ring
brought him to the altur of G
“We will bless God through all et
days of trouble that lead us to oy

14, Without the city of David, Outside
Zion's precincts,  Put captains of war in all
the fenced cities of Judah. Reorganized his
urmy,

in his nose—that
“s a penitent,
ruity for the

15. Hetook away the strange gods and
the idol out of the house of the Lord, and
all the altars he had bui
done everything in his 1

o Heseens to have
ower to destroy the idol-
atry he had set up. e was now bringing forth
fraits meet for repentance, Cast them out of
the citys As detestable things, * Now he
loathed them as much as he had loved them, and
said to them, ‘Get you hence,’ — Hinry.
| 16 He repaired the altars of the Lord.
Which doubtless he had himself
| Sacrificed thereen peace offerings aud
thank ofterings. “ Thank offerings to praise
God for deliverance ; peace offerings to employ
favor. —Heury, Commanded Judah to
| serve the Lord God of Israel, This was his
| duty and his high privilege, He had led the na-
| tion astray : he must now lead itback. But, alas,
| when he went wro his efforts at leadership
! were reinforeed by all the badness of all the bad
heartsubout him: now, when he is tryingto climbh
up the hill toward righteousness, he
| up adead weight which former immoral life
| hadd greatly inereased, Though Manasseh was
doubt]es ved, it would sceinto have been what
Paul would have called saved as by fire,” The
impulse he had given to wickedness through the
| Breater part of his reign produced a more perma-
| nent impression than his later efforts todo right.

destroyed,

has to drayg

ES.
| obedienee to God, in which his father walked and
by which he secured unparalleled prosperity 10
| his people, and he entered into the way of morul
| and political degradation, whose end is destruc-
| tion.  The career of Manasseh is one of the most
| disappointing deseribed in sacred or profane
history,

Ver: Manasseh. e was the fourteenth
ruler of Judah, began to reign at twelve, and
continued for fifty-five years—the longest and
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Judah, Ahaz was a wicked king, but \l.umuwh,
the degencerate, surpassed Lim in his criminality,
By precept and example * he made the inhabit-
ants ot Jerusalem to err,” in spite
waurnings and threatenings from the pr of
Jehoval. Worse than the heathen. e la-
borious efforts of Hezekinh for the moral and
&piritual reformation of the people were over-
whelmed when the people were freed from re-
straint, and * the nation emancipated itself from
1 law as with a shout, and plunged into
superstition and licentiousness.” A catalogue of
Manasseh's evil deedsis given in 2 Chron, 83, 8-7,
the culmination being the erection of “ a carved
image, the idol which he had made, in the house

of God.”" To what extremes will not one gn \\Im {

is under the domination of the evil one ven
the most sacred things become objects fnr his
profane and polluting touch

10. The Lord spake. The prophets and
many of the faithful lifted up their voices in pro-
testation against his frightful abominations, but
neither king nor people hearkened, so utterly
overwhelmed were they in their sinful indul-
genees,  (See 2 Kings 21, 12, 13; Micah 6. 1-7; 7.
1 The tumult of sin is 80 deafening that
trhe still small voice ” ean hardly be heard.

11. Wherefores God does not always plead.
He stores up his wrath, but when his entreaties
huve been spurned, and there is no other way to

bring the offender to his senses, the mutterings |

of divine displeasure are suddenly transformed
into deadly thunderbolts of righteous anger.
To Babylon. Manasseh was a captive long
before he was luln-n by the captains of the host
of the King of Assy His first disobedient act
marked the forging of fetters, and the deporta-
tion te Babylon was but the natural culmination
of i series of deliberately sinful deeds,

12. When he was in affliction. With the
avalunche of evils that overtook Manasseh there
came, also, a recognition of Jehovah, and an ac-

knowledgment of his supremacy, as well as re- |

pentance for transgression against his will and
luw. Chastisement sometimes has the opposite
effect, as in the case of Ahaz, who trespassed
“ yet more against God.” But afMictions show
us our own helplessness, and if our Npirhuul
vision is not obscured, they disclose God’s omnip-
otence and his great lovingkindness. The case
of Manasseh suggests that of the prodigal in the

parable, of whom it is said, *“ When he came to |
himself he said, I will arise and go to my father" |

(Luke 15, 17-20).

13. He was entreated of him. This is evi-
donce of the eternal goodness of God. Even
vilien he chastises his sons he loves them, and

astrous administration in the history nf‘
| Manasseh “saw what he had brought lims

his ear is eager for the ery of the penitent -nn]
[ to
by his sin; he found the gods he had served un

{ able to help him. e knew that repentance way
cated ‘ the only way of restoring his affairs, and thepe

fore to Jehovah he returned, from whom he had
revolted.,” Jerusalem. It is not stated wiy
'lhu king of Assyria relcased him, or on what
'4-nmlllinnrx. Such clemency was rare among 11y
} Assyrians, but the omnipotent God has power
| over even an idolatrous king, and can compel hing
| to cooperate with him in the fulfillment of his
plans,

11, He built a wall. Ilis repentance be
gan to bear fruit immediately, as it always docs
| when it is sineere.  The first great desire, after o
knowledge of the pardon of sin, is to know the
will of God, and then there comes the fervid de
termination to work out that will. “Whatsoever
he saith unto thee to do, do it.””  The protection
of Jerusalem from the marauder or the ene ny
{coming in great force seemed 10 be first duty,
and to its performance the penitent king devoted
himself with commendable promptitude and
earnestness,

15. Took away the strange gods. T«
involved a complete repudiation of his former
| manner of life, and was a public acknowlele-
ment of his apostasy and of his reclamation,
This step was absolutely essentinl, e could
not expect a continuance of divine favor so long
as the strange gods were not removed, * Ye
cannot serve God and mammon,” said the Mas
ter when he uttered a fundamental prineiple of
the kingdom of Giod. Formal and secret avowal
of allegiance with God is not enough, there must
be outward and complete separation from all
that pertains to the world, the flesh, and the devil,
Those who attempt the impossible feat of this
|<lnuhle service rob themselves of the rich fruits
of the spirit, and fill their souls with spiritual
discontent, as well as interfere in a measure with
the spiritual development and delight of others

16. Repaired thealtar. The “carved in-
age, the idol which he had made,” was cast out
of the holy place, and the worship of the true
God was instituted once more, This was one of
| the fruits of his affliction. The scourge is son
times needed to remove the idols from our hearts,
| but they must be removed if we would be ac-
cepted of God. If, as Paul states, we are the
| temples of the living God, *“ what agreement hath
the temple of God with idols#” 8o the sincere
Christian, yearning for a closer walk with God,
sings:

*“The dearest idol T have known,
Whate'er that idol be,
Help me to tear it from thy throne,
And worship only thee,”
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Thoughts for Young People,

Lesson from Manasseh’s Caicer,

Vo The vule of bad men cannot wndo the rule o
G, The God of righteousness in the
heaven, and shall have his opponents in de-
rislon. Nothing can withstand his power, Tle
will not interfere with the free will of any man, |
not even of Manasseh; but he will overthrow
the champion of wickedness and bring his coun-
el to naught,

The God of justiceix the God af imerey.  ** Call
upon me in the day of trouble ; I will deliver thee,
and thon shalt glorify me.”  Remember the
story of the prodigal sgon. Remember the womun
that was a sinner. Remember Zucelieus, the
publican,  Remember the thief on the cross, |
Remember Manasseh,

Be Repentance includes an honest offict 1o wndo all
eoil done ; and so it is not strange to find Manas- |
sch diligently removing the strange gods and
casting them out of the i, It is not discount- |
g at all the sincerity and efficacy of Manasseh’s
repentance or his usefulness as a child of God
to remind the student that—

Ao The best moral veformer is he that is godly from
It probably never occurred to
Manasseh to erush and reduce to powder the |
Idols from which he now turned, There are in-
dications that he was too mild and forbearing |
toward the idolatrous priests. It was left to

sits

hix youth wp,

Josiuh, who turned to God in his ¢hildhood, to |

destroy all vestiges of those foreign abominations, ‘

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Manassch made the people to do worse than |
the nations of idolaters whom God had destroye d |
for their idolatry. He erected Baal altars for the 1
worship of all the forms which this had assumed
umong Phenicians, Assyrians, and Babylonians,
He carried this abominable worship into the very
temple courts at Jerusalem, in both the inner and
the higher, or the court of the priests, and the |
great court which inclosed the inner one. The
wndaeity of this introduction of idolatrous wor-
ship into the very temple premises dedicated to
the only God of the Hebrew nation seems beyond
conception.  He caused his own children to pass
through the fire in the valley of Hinnom, accord-
ing to the usages of the worship of Moloch. This
villey was a ravine on the south and west of
Jerusulem, the southeast end of which was called
Tophet, which place, because it was the center of
ull defilement, was converted into a receptacle of
all that was foul and offensive, for the destruc-
tion of which constant fires were kept burning,
It was called Ge Hinnom (Gehenna now), and
came to stand for the fire of eternal torment of

sition to such systems,

the wicked, Manasseh appropriated every sys-

¢

temof fortune-telling or * augury.” gather
| future from omens of sounds from the flight of
hml\; on which with similar ‘II]-! rstitions was
built up anextensive systemof * lueky * or * upi-
lucky ™ days on which to begin a business, start
ontravel, and everything else. The whole heathen
world is locked in the grip of such Incky and un-
lucky signs,  In China we find what everywhere
pervades Bible lands, wrought into an extensive
system, or “ Science of Luck,”

It is only the Bible that has reveaied oppo-
Hence the Hebrew J
hovah worship, first and last, antagonized thi
whole element of human nature—of the human
nature of to-day, which speaks of unlucky Fridays
v dining compunies of thirteen persons, or first
sight of the new moon over the wrong shoulde r,
or spilling salt—a superstitious idolatry which
Manasseh accepted for his national government
and favored as a social and il element, It is
the most insidious and pervasive idolatry in ail
the history of the human family, and Manassch
himself consulted those who had
spirits;

& the

*familiar
e
Lim, control through his
own volitions or contrary to these volitions, so
that he was subject to him sometimes consei isly,
sometimes unconsciously, but at all times the
merest tool or instrument in the plans of the
| spirit.  Sometimes this term was applicd to the
individual so possessed, Because the answers
given to problems or interrogations propounded
to these persons were supposed to be received

3" aspirit was supposed to reside within t
person and ¢ possess

f from the spirits of the dead the same term, * fa-

miliar &pirit,” was applied to one called up from
the dead. Professor Lumby gives two othep
senses,  They that deal with the familiar spint
are called by that title, and again where the voice
that is said to come out of the ground and to
whisper out of the dust an application of ventril-
oquism to the superstition, . Manassch is sup-
posed to have erected special offices to which
were appointed persons to act as or deal with
familiar spirits as a department of the govern-
ment. It was “ spiritualism  dignified into state
sanction and adoption, to be consulted by the
officers of state, who were held responsible to
consult them for guidance in public proceedings,
Law courts were to weigh testimony as to con-
duct pursued under the direct guidance of these
wizards, The whole was accursed of Jeho-
vah. Added to all this was the astrology and
the element worship of the moon and stars, and
worse and most licentiously debasing of the
whole was the worship found all over India to-
day, and remnants of whichare found widely dis-
tributed over the world, the worship of the
reproductive energy in all nature.
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Verse 12, There is a traditional rendering of
the subjugation of Manasseh found in the Jow-
ish writings, which says, “For the Chaldeans
made a brazen mule pierced full of small holes
and put him within it, and Kindled fires all
around it, and when he was in this misery he
sought help of all idols which he had made, but
obtained none, for they were no use. He there-
fore repented and prayed before the Lord his
God, and was greatly humbled in the sight of the
Lord and of his fathers.”

Verse 18 And Je prayed, The Jewish writers
add to this a good deal of rhetorical rubbish and
superstitious poetry. They say : “ While he was
thus praying all the presiding angels went away
to the gates of prayer in heaven and shut all the
gates of prayer and all the windows and aper-

tures in heaven, lest that pr.nvl should be heard,

Immediately the compassion of the Creator of
the world was moved, whose right hand is
stretched out to receive sinners who are converted
to his fear and break their hearts’ concupiscence
by repentance. He made therefore an opening
in heaven under the throne of his glory, and
having heard his prayer, he favorably received

his supplication, and when his word had shaken |

the earth the mule was burst and he escaped.
Then the Spirit went out from all the wings of
the cherubim, between which, being inspired by
the word of the Lord, he returned to his kingdom
in Jerusalem. And then Manasseh knew that it
was the Lord God who had done these miracles
and signs, and he turned to the Lord with his
whole heart and left idols and never served them
more,”

By Way of Illlustration.
Muanasseh becomes in the Old Testament what
the prodigal son is in the New, the one great
symbol of the possibilities of human nature and
the infinite mercy of God.
Manasseh in aliction. The prodigal son had no

thought of returning to his father's house till he |

had been humbled by adversity, Hagar was
haughty under Abraham’s roof and despised her
mistress, but in the wilderness she was meek and
lowly. .lmmh sleeps on board ship, but in the
whale he watches and prays. Manasseh lived as
a libertine at Jerusalem and committed the most

enormous crimes, but when he was bound in |

chains in the prison at Babylon his heart was
turned to seek the Lord. Disease and suffering
have turned many to seek Christ who in health
thought nothing of him. The ground which is
not rent and torn with the plow bears nothing
but thistles and thorns. The vines will run wild
if they be not pruned and trimmed. There can

be no gold nor silver finely wrought without iy
being purified by fire, and no elegant honses
built with stones till the hammers have squure|
and smoothed them, 8o often only the hand of
afliction can arrest the careless and turn they
to God.,

A modern example. An army colonel in Niy
York city, of good family and fine position, 1ot
all through drink, Ile was disowned by i«
friends, and went deeper and deeper into siy
e was arrested and thrown into prison, i
there he considered his life and was convicted of
sin, e eried to God for forgiveness and -
liverance and was saved. He went out of thut
prison to organize a rescue mission, which wys
80 successful that he has since organize
many more, e is a flaming evangelist o
wonderful power and usefulness, especiully
among those people who, like himself, had gon
very low,  On the anniversary of his conversion
he goes back to that prison cell and holds 4
thawksgiving service,

Verses 14-16. Works meet for vepentance. Fuith
and works are as necessary to our spiritial
life as Christians as soul and body are to onr
| natural life as men, for faith is the soul of ye
| ligion and works are the body,  Theodore Cuyler
says, “* A faith sound as that of the Westminstor
divines will not save us unless it flow out ino
action.”  Moody says: ** We do not work to e
suved, but because we are save We do not
work toward the cross, but from it.”

God's merey. We may say of the penitent thief
on the cross that one such case is recorded in the
Scriptures, that none may despair of repentunce
on a deathbed, and but one, that none may
presume.—ASt Angnstine,

A great sinner. Manasseh is unique alike in ¢x-
treme wickedness, sincere penitence, and thor-
ough reformation. The conversion of 8t, Puul
was nothing compared to the conversion of Ma-
nasseh. It was as though Herod the Great or
(‘u'ﬂur Borgia had been checked midway in a ca-
| reer of eruelty and vice and had thenceforth lived
a pure and holy life, glorifying God by minister
| ingto their fellow-men. Such a repentance gives
us hope for the most abandoned. — Profissor
f Bennett,

|

|
Heart Talks on the Lesson.

| Fifty-five years! What a wealth of blessi
they might have held for himself and for Judah
if Manasseh had given them all to the service of
God. But so many of them were wasted, worse
than wasted, for his influence was like poison,

| killing whatever it touched. Ifis repentance in
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luter life and all that he tried to repair of the
wrong he had done could not wholly arrest the
evil tides his sinful ways had started, Although
he repairved the altar of the Lord, the people did
sucrifice still in the high places,  And see what
he bad to suffer before he came to his right mind
and gave up hissins. The king of Assyria *“took
Manasseh among the thorns and bound him with
fetters,” It is the story of ey soul that goes

away from God. Thorns of cons cience, disap- |
zret, lost opportunities—how |
rthe heart when it wakes up |

pointment, bitt

they prick and te
to see the folly of wasted years. Chains of
lubit, doubt, disconragement, lost self-respeet,
lost confidence of friends—how they hold th
soul captive from doing its best. Thorns and
chains. t all might have been saved him if
from twelve years old to sixty-seven Manasseh
liad been a humble, faithful follower of his
father's God. One sentence in the seventh
verse of the chapter of our lesson tells the cause
ot all his mistakes and consequent sorrows, e
*set the idol which he had made in the house of
God" There it is: everyone begins a wrong
course of life just that way, The heart is God's
temple 3 he has said, ““ I will put my name there
forever ;" our hearts helong to him, and every

blessing is promised if we keep them sacred to

his sery But the idol of self is set up in the
place of God,  What ean I do for myself? What
[ get for myself 2 How can 1 please myself ¥
se are the questions that rule the life, and
even those who have been trained in right ways,
as Manasseh no doubt was in his yonth, go so
far ustray that they do worse than the heathen,
who know no better. The lesson appeals very
seriously to you, my young friends. Do not
think you can sow ““ wild oats' now and reap
comd grain later.  Wasted years are wasted, 0,
do make the most of these precious days of
youth! But thanks to a merciful and loving
G, it is not quite hopeless, although a part of
lite hus been thrown away. Manasseh came to a
better day, but not without afiction and hum-
bling himself greatly before the God of his
futhers, We may be thankful for sorrows that

bring us to God ; thankful for anything that |

shows us the folly and emptiness of u selfish life,
Manasseh prayed, God heard, and brought him
to Jerusalem into his kingdom, a captive no
more s he sat upon the throne where God meant
e should reign, 8o it is with every truly re-
pentant soul. It is the breaking of fetters, it is
the restoration from captivity to Kingship ; it is
voming to Jerusalem, the * place of peace,” If

|
You have strayed like Manasseh, come back as {

he came, prayerful, humble, repentant ; take
the 'dol from the house of the Lord, repair the

O0L BIANNER,
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| altar, bring thank offerings, and prove to your-
selfand 1o all who know you that “ the
is God,”

Lord he

The Teachers' Meet ing.

Consider Manasseh's character in four lights :
L The sivuer. Ve was the worst of all the kings
of Judah. e was bad in religion, bad in poli-
ties, bad in private life,
tors, such as
be

Several of his ances-
Ahaziah, Ahaz, and others, had
V wicked; but their wickedness had been
‘l;u ¥ due to self-indulgence, Without at all
[apologizing for s indulgence we must recog-
| nize a new and worse sort of depravity in the
| Youthful Manasseh, who sets out to break down
j ull goodness and Kill the good. 1L 7% suflerer,
The * stars in their courses ™ fight against the
| Wicked ruler of a state.  Manasseh’s realm sank
| into helplessness ; his armies were overpowered ;
{ he himself was captured, and in ex reme degra-
| dation was taken to Bubylon. There his suffer-
ings were beyond measure, 111, The seeker, Men
who would never come to God in gladness are
| brought by sor Manasseh forgot God in his
| palace, but remembered him in his prison. Five
| steps to follow sin and sorr w: (1) Turning to
Gody (2) Humble confession: (3) Farnest
prayer: (4) Salvation and restoration, If Manas-
seh, the chief of sinners, can he saved, then any
| man or woman may have hope, IV, The servant
of God. When discipline has wrought its work
indulgent blessing takes its place,  Wateh Manas-
seh as in the fear of Jehovah he fortifies his city,
organizes his army, destroys his idols, reconse-
crates God's house, and strives to lead his peo-
pte back to godliness, There is Jjoy in even such
tardy service as hi N What was the canse of
Manussels wicked lite?  Tlis own bad will,  His
! father was one of the hest of monarchs and one
"‘ of the best of men,  There is nothing to indicate
| that his mother was bad. His surroundings
| were godly.  But he loved badness and was bad
{ simply beeause he o chose.... VL. What was the
uet vesult of Manaxsel's life 2 To-day he is not re-
membered so much for his penitence as for his
| wickedness, When in 2 Kings 21, 11, 12 the
sacred historian seeks the cause of the calamities
of the kingdom of Judah he finds them in the
sins of Manasseh. Doubtless he was a thor-
oughly good man in his later years, and doubt-
less God accepted him, but the largest part of
his life's activities had been evil,

‘ Before the Class.
Introduetion,  Manasseh, the most wicked of

| all the kings of Judah, succeeded his father, Hez-

ekinh, e began to reign at the age of twely @,
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Judah,

and reigned the longest of any of the kings nfl-uupm his course and think. 2
His father’s good work was undone, and | («) His past folly: (&) His present need, (¢ The only

Manussch re

the king and the people entered upon a career of | source of help s (d) The way of repentance. 1y

crime and wickedness unsurpassed even by Ahaz,

Baal worship was restored, Moloch sacrifices and | and prayed for par

humbled himself before God, confessed his -,
The prayer was @l

the Chaldean worship of the heavenly bodies | and answered, as all such prayers will be, Tl

were introduced, and to crown his erime against

altar and ark of Jehovah removed, Deseribe
briefly the condition of Jerusalem during Manas
seh’s reign
course by many prophets of the Lord; (4) The
persecution of the prophets and devout Jews:
(¢) The death (?) of Isaiah ; () The final fall of the
city and the capture of Manasseh,

Devdopment of the teet,  Place upon the board
the subject, * The Way of Forgiveness,"”
following outline: 1, The great wickedness 3 2,
The divine warnings ; 3. The terrible punishment ;
4, The humble confession ; 5. The restored serv-
ant,

1. The great wickedness,

Manasseh exceeded all

and the |

(«) The denouncing of the King's | pestored to his people and his throne, 1 ot

| must be the steps @ wanderer to-day mnst tike
his God an idol was set up in the temple and the  jn order to obtain the divine pardon and resto,
tion,

5. The restoved servant,  The king was 1

began to undo his formeracts,  Note what 1y
complished : () Inereased the defenses of 1
city 3 (0) Destroyed the idols and altars: () Re-
stored the temple services ; () Commanded 1
prople to serve Jehovah.,  Tle showed fraits it
for repentance, but the past could never tu
done, and the nation suffered hecause of
wickedness, The sinner may be forgiven. bt
the evil of his acts lives on, bringing suffer
many.

Specifie application,

Manasseh in capt

his predecessors in his willful wickedness and | turned to God, the God of his father, and in con-

deflance of the law of God. Note some of his |
sins us recorded in 2 Chron, 33, 8-8 and £ Kings
21, 2-9.  Note also that these sins were committed
in spite of («) is godly pare nlum (&) The many
warnings from God (see sec, 2) 5 (¢) The history
of the past.
for his course,

2. The divine warnings, The tenth verse of the
lesson is very significant, *“ The Lord spuke . . .
but they would not hearken,” The warnings to
the king were direct from God through the
mouths of the prophets, but the king and his
party turned upon them, and instead of receiving
their words, persecuted them even unto death,
Here we note: («) Divine love and mere
Human folly and wickedness.  Warnings come to
us to<day in many ways—from the experiences
of the past, from human counsel, from known

operation of law, from divine providences. |

Some heed ; many are like Manasseh and the
people of Judah,who “ would not hearken.”

8. The tervible punishment,
passeh’s punishment for disobedience,
helpless. e could not call upon God for help,
for he had turned away from him, and the idolx
which he had worshiped were impotent.  Con-
trast the action of Hezekiah as geen in our last
lesson with that of Manassch in the present., In
time of sore need the one turned to his God, the
true God, and help came; the other, because of
8in, received his merited puuishinent, from which
there was no escape.

4. The humble confession. In captivity the king
had time to reflect, What great results might
come to many a sinner to-day if he wonld it

| words of the hymn, “Turn ye, turn y

Scemingly Mulms«-h had no excuse |

iy and (b) |

Captivity was Ma- |
e was |

fession found “The Way of Forgivenes

" need to be sung to-day with
“With the m

will ye die ¥
persuasiveness and power,
confession is made unto salvation.”  Seek to -
press this thought npon the elass, that  The
Way of Forgiveness ™ isthrongh confession, Roud
in closing 1 John

Blackboard,
WWHEN HE WAS AFFUCTED

HE SOUGHT THE \OrD!
\

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Deep are the wounds,

I'm poor, and blind, and wrct hed,
Hasten, sinner, to be wise,

Depth of mercy,
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il, page 253, Rawlinson, Kings of Iracd and
I bring my sins to thee. | Judah.  Morris, Sucred Bivyraphy, vol, ii, Page
Saviour, I come to thee, {18, Smith, Mbrew Deople, pay 5, Kittel, 7
Come, every soul by sin oppressed, | tory o' the Hebrews (index . Ewald, st i

wep |
Of lim who did salvation Lring, [ rael (index), Kent, Mistory o' the 1ot g,
Lik * the prodigal of old,

| vol, ii, page 159, Geikie, Mours with the it
—_—— | vol. v (index). Hengstenbere, Aiupidon of' Ciend
Library References. lin the O Testament, vol, ii, §

e MT Kumy
MaNasse.—Evans, Sevipture Biography, vol. | History of the Old Covenant, o), il page 409,
iiy page 159, Robinson, S ripture Characters, vol, Frecvan's HANDBOOK @ Verse 11, Fetters, fwu),

- -

LESSON IX. TEMPERANCE LESSON, Nov. 2%,
GOLMEN TEXT. My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. Prov. 1,10,
[The fourth Sunday in November is observed as * Temperance Sunday  in many churchs,
Avrnorizen Vegsios, | REvisED V) RSION,
| 10 Hear, O my son, and receive nmy sa H
‘l And the years of thy life shall be mar ¥
Prov. 4. 10 10. Commit to memory verses | 11 1 have tanght thee in the Wity of wisdo;
14, 15.) | Ihave led thee in paths of uprightne
2 When thou goest, thy steps shall nos strait-
10 Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings ; ened ;
:m;ll I:n'~ years nl)(l.y‘lnrflm'll be nunrl). | i | And if thou runnest, thou shalt 1ot st mble,
ive taught thee in the way of wisdom : 3 Take fas & e st =5 A
lave led thee i right paths, 1 13 |'4I1\4 fast hold of lrl,lnn |‘u-.1 dlet her not go
12 When thou goest, thy steps shall not he l\‘wp L4 '.'“" rhio iy thy tite. "
straitened ; and when thou runnest, thou shalt | 14 Enter not into the path of the wicked,
not stumble, | And walk not in the way of evil men,
13 Take fast hold of instruction ; let Zer not | 15 Avoid it, pass not by it ;
wo: Keep her; for she is thy life,
14 Enter not into the path of the wicked, and 16
o not in the way of evil men, |
15 Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, an i "
I :u\\;ayl. HORS ROk Sy th e frmmn-dty g ‘]‘ And their sleep is taken away, unless they
16 For they sleep not. except they have done . 4, lause some to fall, g
mischief ; and their sleep is taken away unless | 17 For they eat the bread of wickedness,
they cause some to fall, [ And drink the wine of violenee,
17 For ll' eat the bread of wickedness, and 8 But the path of the righteous is as the shining
drink the wine of violence, light
18 But the path of the Just ix as the shining e . " U
lizht, that shineth more and more unto the per- ”"”v"]‘“" th more and more unto the per
fect day. day.
19 The way of the wicked ix as darkness : they 19 The way of the wicked is as darkne 883
know not at what they stumble, They know not at what they stumble,

[Read the chapter. ]

Turn from it, and pass on,
For they sleep not, except they have done
mischief :

Time.—Solomon, to whom these words are Lesson Hymns,
attributed, reigned over the united Kingdom, a |

cording to common chronology, from 1015 to 975 | No. 64, New Canadian Hymnal,
B.c,

Yield not to temptation,
Home Readings, For yielding i« <in,

Py » A ARK Y { O - - 7
Temperance Lesson,  Prov, 4. 10-19, No. 65, New Canadian Hymnal.

Jesus, keep me near the ¢ oxs,
There a precious fountain,

Companionship. Prov, 1

The mocker, Prov, 20, 1-7.

The way of siuners. Prov, 1, 7-10,
A path of woe, Tsa. b, 11-23, No. 61, New Canadian Hymnal.,

Bud and good fruit.  Gal, 5, 16-20, When T was far away and le-t
The two ways, Psalm 1, Oh. "tis wonderful !
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What is the way of the wicked like ¥

1. The Right Way, v. 10-13. | Do wicked people ever try to make others like

Whose words point out the right way ¥ |
What reward is promised to obedience ¥
What way is pointed out as the right way? | people concerning aleoholic beverages *

What security is there in the way of wisdom ¥ Coneerning those who make and sell them »

What should we grasp firmly ¥ Why ¢ Concerning those who drink *“in modery

Why are lessons of wisdom of great impor- tion¥™
tance to the young ¥ |
2. The Wrong Way, v. 14,17 Where in this lesson are we tanght —

“_"”"" WaY ISR WikhR b 55 " { 1. To heed good counsel ?

What four warning counsels are given ¥ E 9. To shun wicked ways?

W Iu-n.unl.\' TI“."I'. wicked .ph-vp? 1 3. To imitate good examples ?

What is their food and drink ¥
8 ll\il‘..:li“t:nrlm Rl pngae e 45 e QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
3. The End of the Ways, v. 18, 10, SCHOLARS.

What is the end of the right way like ¥ Why was Solomon such a wise teacher ?

What contrast is there in the way of the Where did he get his wisdom ?
wicked ¥ ‘ To whom will God give wisdom now? Toe

What cantion should all heed * GoLpes TeXT. | those who seek it.
| What does he expeet us todo with it Use it
| for him.

1. Heed good counsel.  Follow pure examples. | What book of the Bible is made up of 8ol
Walk in wise ways, Take no risks inconduet mon’s words ¢
and character. | What are his wise sayings called ?

2. Shun evil associates,  Avoid their compeny, | Why should no one ever be proud of his wis
their talk, their example. * The companion of |dom? Because all true wisdom is from
fools shall be destroyed.” nd,

Keep the end in view. Gaudy vice is vice What way did Solomon teach? The way of
none the less,  The attractive cup may hide the | wisdom.
adder, The showy flower may exhale poison. When shall we walk safely ¥ When we walk
The way ot duty may appear rugged, but it jp right paths,
shines=-more and more. . What path shall we fear and tarn from? The
path of the wicked.
QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE |yt do wicked people love to do? Harm
SCHOLARS. | others.
1. The Right Way, v. 10-13, | What do they cat? The brend of wicked-

What is our GoLpes TexT? | ness,

What is the result of following wisdom ¥ } What does this mean? That they earn

What does science say about this ? money in evil ways.

Who are our leaders in right paths? | Why is the making or selling of strong drink

|

themselves ?
What should be the judgment of Christiun

Practical Teachings.

Teachings of the Lesson

What is the meaning of verse 12¢ an evil way ? Because it ruins men.
In what wuys may we fake fast hold of instruc- |~ ywhgt is the path of the just like? A shining
tion ¥ light.
u‘;“ should we treat good advice | What is a strange thing about this lizht?
y? It shines more an N
2. The Wrong Way, v. 417, ! \\'ll.:n isﬂn‘-,"ﬂn‘:rf.«.-c:':::e.
Into whose way should we not go ¥ day.
Ifurged to do wrong, what should we do?
Prov. 1,10,
What four things are we advised to do? THE LESSON CATECHISM.
What reason is given for this advice?
What is the food and drink of wicked men ?
What do you understand by the “bread of | 1. Into whose path must we not enter? The
wickedness " and the * wine of violence ¥ pnth of the wicked.
3. The End of the Ways, v. 18,10, 2. What are we todo?  Aveid ity pass not
To what is the path of the just likened ¢ by it,

' The heavenly

(For the entire school.)
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3. Ylat is the path of the wicked®  Itis as

larh ues NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,
da TN

4. What becomes of then » They stumble. 29, How isthe law of love to God and man set

3. What is the path of the just likes The forth in the Se.iptures?
shining light of the sun.

The law of love to God and man is set forth in the
Scriptures in the Ten Commandments given to
Moses, in their exposition in the life and teaching
What is the Goroes Texrs ““ My son, ofour Lord, and esp, ciilly in His Sermon on the
it sinners entice thee, e, | Mount,

G What is in waiting for them? The pere
feet day,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

Two Paths Contrasted.

L Tue Patu or tug Jusr, | From glory to glory. 2 Cor, 3, I8

LA way of long life. Years... shall bo! It doth not yet appear. 1 John 4,
many. v, 10, | 1L Tue Patn op T™HE Wi KED,
Length of days. 3, 16, |1 ns companionships, 7% wicked. . ol
Long life. .. .satlsfy him, Im 91, 16, ! men, v, 14,
2 A way of wisdom. 7 e tanght thee, Counsel of the ungodly, Psalm 1, 1,
L 7% s | Evil communications corrupt, 1 Cor, 15
The principal thing, Prov. 4, 7. £,
The fear of God,  Psalm 111, 10, | % Its perils, They sleep nol creept, ete, v, 16
3 A safe way, . Shall uot sole, v, 12, | Work evil upon their beds,  Micah 2, 1,
Shall not err therein. Isa. 35, 8, 9, ‘
Making wise the simple. alm 19, 7, ' 4. Its pleasures, 117, o violener,
4 A jovous way. A« the shi ing light. v, 18, Not in rioting. Rom, 13, 13,
With everlasting joy. 1Isa. 35. 10, Woe....follow strong drink. [s;
God will wipe away tears,  Isa. 25, 8, 4. Its misery, /s ax darkuess,
5. A way to eternal life. Uuto the pefect We grope for the wall, Isa.
duy, v, 18, Silent in darkness, 1 8am

Lest any man spoil you, Col, *

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

The PROVERBS OF SoLoMON i one of the most inter ting productions of the world's literature, Its
interest to the general reader is due in part to its origin, in part to its form, in part to the peculiar
utilitarian code of morals presented init, and in part to the fact that its contents have (in the

1) shown themselves to be as really proverbial now as when they were first collected, and so
passed with slight variations into the current maxims of almost every nation in Christendom,

is called Solomon’'s in very much the same way that the great colleetion of Hebrew

psaimody is called David’s, As David was the greatest sucred minstrel of the Jews, so Solomon
was their most famous sage.  And as the &erm and stock of the Book of Psalms came from David,
sothe germ and stock of the Book of Proverbs came from Solomon.  But in each case much of the
Wo.kk of others has been added, and where the compilers knew the names of the other contributors
they have been frecly given. There are many reasons for believing that the Passage to be studied
to-day was written by Solomon, Its first four verses are part of the teachings of the writer's father
re 1 from the days of boyhood, This entire passage (heginning with verse 4 and ending with
verse 13) s very beautiful, and should be carefully studied. Quite distinet is the second division
of the lesson (verses 14-19), Tt is a warning view of the life-course of wicked men, the majority of
whom, in Solomon’s day and during the reigns of his successors, were outlaws, Sad—unutterably
sud—is the fact that a majority of wicked men in our time are able to keep well within legal limits,
When the Wise Man’s pen wrote, “ The way of the wicked is as darkness ** (verse 14) he may have
referred to the troubles brought on wrongdoers by the laws of the nation vigorously upheld. But,
alas ! alas ! while in 1898 the way of the wicked is still “ as darkness,” it is not always our boasted
fovernment that makes it 8o for in most parts of our land the men who are busiest in turning
other people into sots, murderers, prostitutes, idiots, and lunatics, are Jjust as legal in their activ-
Ites, just as much in harmony with State and national law, as is the judge who sentences the mur-
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derer, or the minister who calls the prodigal to repentance, or the physician who tries 1o control
the lunatic and develop the idiotie mind,  Indeed, many of them are lawmakors,  Our Golden Toxt
was first uttered when most of the ** sinners” were lawbreakers,  To-day, while some of the foys
and girls in our Sunday schools, especially in degraded neighborhioods, are tempted 1o overt qots
against virtue and good order, we must press on the conseiences of most of our scholars & nope
pointed application. He who votes to license liquor, he who indorses even by silence political cor
ruption, he who is silent when he knows wrong is being done, has consented " to the enticonent
of ginners, has begun fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness.

1d has been tawght e Wiy of

that the we

Verse 10. Hear. Attend. O my son. If
the same wise man were writing in modern days, wisdom, how specially true is it of those who
doubtless he would add, * O my daughter ;" but  have had Christian fathers and mothers,  Ein
when this was written the average Jew did not  phatically have they been led in right paths,
dream that womanhood needed or conld appreci- - It is a bad temptation that comes to some yonng
ate instruction in wisdom. The exaltation of 'people to secorn or avoid the old.  Disobedic noe
womanhood is due to Christiani Receive to parents and doing in secret things wiich
my sayings. These “sayings’ give the results  parents would disapprove is, as has becn wisly
of two courses of life, in opposition to cach  said, * one of the first steps to ruin, and a long,
other. A wise man is the man who profits by "long step.”  An added meaning is given to this

| verse by the fuller revelations of Christianity

other people’s experience, who sits at the feet
of the teachers of the ages and weaves out of | which its writer did without knowing. To usin
lom his own thoughts and words and | these lattar days has come the wisdom of Gl
acts, e years of thy life shall be many. (1 Cor. 1. 24), the word of God (John 1. 1) who
Not every good person lives to be aged: not is made unto us wisdom, agd in whom are hid
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge ()

their wi

every bad person dies early, Such a statement
is not made ; it would not be true. But thisis 2. 8).
true, that habits of virtue tend directly to health 12. Thy steps shall not be straitened,
and longevity. Three generations of prudence That is, narrowed, civcumseribed.  Where the
and virtue will not issue in a fourth generation Spirit is there is liberty. Thon shalt not
with physical weakness and early death,  Wisely | stumbl God’s providence turns the stum-
does Dr. Adam Clarke write: “ Our principal }h“lll."hlli\'kh' of life into stepping-stones, N\
diseases spring from indolence, intemperance, also the first part of each clause. Free cour
and disorderly passions. True religion excites shallbe insured to the wise man when he cos™
to industry, promotes sober habits, destroys evil | (that is, when he walks amid ordinary circum
passions, and harmonizes the soul, and thus, | stances of lif¢); but when he has to run (that is,
by destroying the causes of most diseases, pro- | in the emergencics of life) he is equally scoured
longs life.” | by God’s providence, “Take no thought in
11. I have taught thee in the way of that hour (the hour of emergency) what ye shll
wisdom. [ stands not merely for Solomon ' say.”
or any other sage, but for the collected father- | 13+ Take fast hold of instruction. * Lo,
hood and motherhood of humanity, “Thee™ I would clasp my hand in thine.” Instruction,
stands not merely for Relioboam, or the Hebrew  thus personified, is but one of the servant nauds
youth of his time, but for all young men and ' of God’s great nursery. The thought here is of
women, all boys and girls collected in our Sun- | Discipline, however, rather than of Information.
day schools to-day. They,and the multitudes of | She is thy life. “ Knowledge is jpower”
young people who do not go to Sunday school, | Verily ; but Self-discipline is life ; without it we
are alike the heirs of all the ages, in the fore- | hasten toward spiritual, moral, intellectual, and
most files of time, enriched by the teachings of | physical death.
the dead. Even if heedless, or unblest by the| 14, Enter mnot into the path of the
influences of a Christian home, still the world’s | wicked. We have commented a little upon
inherited wisdom is theirs. If we to-day are | this verse in the introductory paragraph. It
more practically wise than the world was in | couples well with verse 11, T have taught yon
Solomon’s time (and the most confirmed pessimist | the right path, so do not enter the wrong path.
will hardly dispute that statement), the improve- | * Venture not into the company of those in
ment 18 due ‘o the teachings of successive genera- | fected with the plague, though thou think thy-
tions of observers and experimenters, the aggre- | gelf guarded with an antidote.” —Henry.
gated wisdom of the world. But if it be true| 15, Avoid its pass not by it. This is a
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|
*«ign " that the true Church of God would seek | dri k the wine of violence, Sitting down at
to throw out in front of every liquor shop, gam- | tuble, where instead of bread and meat they de-
bling house, and den of iniquity,  Abstain from | vour plans of malicious mischief and instead of
VerY appearance of evil, Touch not the un-:driuklln ‘s“ulln\\']nlam«vh-rm-llyun’lﬂ\\ilnlling.
ciean thing, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall | 18 he path of the Just, The manner of
Hot fulfill the lusts of the flesh, But if you find | life of the man who seeks to conform to the
that you have already made g mistake, then take rules of God, The shin g light, The rising
hot oue step more ; stop at once ; turn from sun, Shineth more and more unto the pere
ity and pass away, fectday, Every morning in its brightness is a
16. They sleep mot except they have figure of the Lnrul.l'wus(‘hri»l, who is the Light
done mischief, The old hioned “wicked » | of the world, Lot us walk in that Light, Cundles
whom Solomon had in mina lay awake nights  do not shine more and more ; they burn down to
thinking whom they could next knock down and | the socket,  Lamps do not shine more and more ;
rob.  Even to-day there live some of that sort, | their ol Koes out. . Meteors do not shine more
But there are others (and it is perfectly proper | and more : earth’s atmosphere soon submerges
i a temperance lesson to speeify them) who | them, But the sun of the morning shineth more
often =it up to plan how to make weak men [ and more unto the perfect day. So it is with
break temperance pledges and how to decoy | the Light of the world and the path of the Jjust
Ignorant boys and girls into ruin, True, no such | on which its glory is shed.
text as this is to be narrowed in its application 19, The way of the wicked is as darke
tothe lquor evil, It refers to the whole breadth | ness, Midnight gloom, They know not at
of sin: and there are some very innocent busi- what they stumble, Ordinarily they cannot
nesses which are prosecuted in i very guilty | see that their own misdeeds lead them to down-
manner.  But perhaps there is no class of men | fall. But some of them do see it, but do not know
in modern life who come nearer to being fitly de- | how to get rid of the tendency to evil, The way
scribed by verse 16 than the liguor dealers, [to do so is to “come to Jesus,” and “ walk in
17. They eat the bread of wicked ness and ' the light,”

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NO ES.

Solomon was the son of David’s old age and | inspired, yet, when he was to teach wisdom, he
was evidently a favorite, for he suys, “Iwas my | did not think it below him to quote his father
father's son, tender and only beloved in the | and make use of his words, " This suggests that
sight of my mother,” e was educated with the every parent is undep obligation to give the best
utmost care, having for his companion and in- | and wisest instruction, both by precept and ex-
structor Nathan, the prophet, who gave him the | ample, to his children, Years. 1le who hears
name Jedidiah (the beloved of the Lord). Hcinul the instruction and receive the sayings of this
much in the company of his father, Solomon re- | king gives evidence of that wisdom of which it is
ceived much wise and practical counsel from | said, “ Length of days is in her right hand, and
David, in accordance with which e attempted | in her left hand riches and honor,”
to fashion his own life, That the counsels of 11. Way of wisdom. Wisdom is personi-
David and the instruction of Nathan were sound | fied frequently by Solomon, and “her ways are
is seen from the faet that Solomon admonis} s‘\\'u.\s of pleasantness, and all her paths are
his own children and enforces his <-xh<>r(ullun,'pcu:-v." I have led thee. Referring to the
with the authority of David, These words of | unusual care taken by David in the training of
Solomon have value to-day not only bw‘ullm', his son Solomon, not only through the instruc-
they represent the final conclusions of one of the | tion received from Nathan, the prophet, but
world’s wisest men concerning certain funda- through the helpful example of David's own life,
mental things in practical ethies, but hm-uur«-' which during Solomon’s childhood and boyhood
conditions in morals and in human hature have | was free from the unfortunate blemishes of
not changed much since Solomon’s day, and the earlier years,
alvice needed then is needed quite as much, if| 12, When thou goest, Whoever puts into
not more, now. When a wise man speaks all | practice these precepts is sure to be untram-
should listen and give heed to him, meled, whether in the ordinary or unusual affairs

Verse 10, Henr, my son. Solomon is quot- fof life. They are calculated to develop the best
ing t “sayings” that he received from his | qualities of the mind and heart, and to keep all
father, David, Henry remarks that ‘“though | the baser qualities in subjection. 8o there need
Soloinon was a wise man himself and divinely [ be no fear of being *straitened " nor of stum-
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bling. *To set one's foot in the way of good is | clinching the argument.  This path is
ofttimes not so difficult as to go vigorously for-|ing light, not like the light of & mereor,
ward in it. The power of temptation is great : | soon disappears, or that of a candle, whicl 8
the tinder of vice is naturally in us; even a little | dim and burns down, but like that of the vy
spark can kindle it,” sun, which goes forward shining, mounts )
13. Take fast hold. Instruction is use-[ward shining.”
less unless it is immediately scized and applied. [ 19, The way of the wicked. The sy
If you dally with it, it will elude your grasp |« @ contrast is drawn between the two paths
when you reach forit.  To a man surrounded by | revealed by the characters of those who wa
an evil environment these precepts ave life-pre- [ them and the results of their experiences, 3y
servers thrown out to one who is in danger of | wise man, or one desiving to order his lin
cording to wisdom, should not hesitate as 1

drowning. If he neglecet to * take fast hold,”
he may be destroyed, for * She (wisdom) is thy [ choice of paths—one full of light and leadine
life.” life, and the other full of darkness and le:

14. Enter not. Out of his own bitter expe- [ to death,  “Sinners are in such darkues
rience and his wide observation of the evil re- | they are insensible to the objects that an
sults of such a course David exhorts his favorite [ ing them to ruin 5 thus they stumble at the oo
som to avoid **the path of the wicked.”  There | deceiver, at one another, at divine providen
is no surer destroyer of the purity and the honor | their common employments, at the nature o
of youth than evil companionship. Not only xlu tendency of their religious performances
“evil communications corrupt good manners ,]nrvu hing they hear, and at the blinduess of
but they cast a blight upon the whole life—phys- | their own hearts," — Enunons,
ical, intellectual, and spiritual, ** Impossible usl ST
it is that a stone fall into the water and remain .
dry, so impossible is it that a lover of evil vulwl Thoughts for Young People

About Paths.
Lo Eveergone is in a path, Everyone is coing

pany be not betrayed.”—Zdtner. Evil men.
One of the unfortunate things in this connec-
tion is that men who have heeded instruction | somewhere, It is vitally important we <houil
frequently indulge in the worst forms of vice, | ascertain whether ours is  the path of th

and instead of soaring to the highest hl'u\‘cll“ul' “the way of the wicked,”

seem to grovel in the lowest hell of wickedness
and sin,  This is seen particularly in connection

there is no sin that entails a greater measure of

- awful consequences upon humanity, It is one
of the most enticing paths of the wicked, and
the wise man will give heed to the exhortation,
“ Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass
away ;" or, as another has said, “ Venture not
into the company of those who are infected with
the plague, no, not though thou think thyself
guarded with an antidote.”

16. Those who walk in the path of the wicked
seem to have no greater delight than to entrap
others and drag them to ruin also, It is their
meat and drink to do evil, *“for they cat the
bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of vio-
lenee,” 1 have made a thousand dollars in the
last three months,” said a saloon-keeper. ““You
have made more thun that,” quietly remarked a
listener. “ What is that ”” was the quick response,
* You have made my two sons drunkards. You
have made their mother a broken-hearted woman,
You have made much more than I can reckon,
but you'll get the full account some day !"

18. Path of the just. The attractiveness,
the glory, and the blessedness of the other path

| lead:
with intemperance and its attendant evils, for |
|

are hinted at by the way of summarizing and | takes no notice of signals runs a seri

Do Every path in worals, ax well ax in g
soucwhere, ** The path of the just ™ iroons
n brightness till the perfeet day dawns
The way of the wicked " grows durker and
darker daily.

3o The wost ismportant question that can 1o asked

concerning @ wan ix wot so el Whepe is e 2
ax “ Wheve is he going to 27 Not so mueh ** Wiat
has he attained ¥ ™" as *“ What is his ideal, and
how zealously is he pursui

Lo Back of all 7 wman facts ** standeth Gl ouii
the shadows, keeping wateh above hisx own” The
reason that “the path of the just ™ is so delight
ful is, God is with them. The reason “* the wicked
stumble ™ is, God is against them,

BSo “Duahich path amc T2 When that question
is answered it will be easy to ascertain what
destiny T am approashing.

By Way of Illustration.

Obecdience, 1t was stated at a meeting of the
American Prison Association that the history of
the criminals showed that in almost every case
their course of ruin began with disobedicnoe to
parents. No one is wise who decs not take cousn-
sel with the experienced,  The engincer who
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destruction,  Obedience is not a haterul \\urnl.‘ Heart Talks on the Lesson,

The farmer who wants a harvest st obey the

A proverh has he nocailed “a fortine
luws of the seasons, A soldier must learn 10

in a
single diamond, Heve is a fortune right gt
‘as asoldier, gy band, b, like
Andif one has been promoted in army op navy,
10s & sign that he has learned well the lesson of
obedience,

obey before he can e ueee

everything of value, it wil
COSt soimething, It is not inherited ; we gainy it
by 2ood sense and wisg atagement,

and Keep
it by careful use and

sound investments With
Tk iy of flly. Tt s truth universally known 2004 sceurity, It js the wealth of Wisdon,
ter u . " Or e wole

and accepted that intemperance o stroys char- | PUCE than silver op L e gl
acter. The brightest nind nd most brilliant head, w elean he e it pure life, ang B et

it Clear

endowments have hecone ) eility and stupid character, found by walking i right Biaths e
ity through indulgence of appe te, The rel
house of Clovis, in | unce, becume a fumily of | SP toward it is to tuke fast hold of instruction,
babbling idiots, dying of qec, pitude i the | The boy or girl Who Wil not listen to adyi, +ind
prime of life, hecause of intemperance,  The | Who is disobedient 1, rarents or teachers, i«

unous | “Ording to the directions regiven, The pips

fumily name became a bywopd of contempt, anyq | Starting on the wrong rou, Diquiry into the
they appear in history ity the title * fuiy """'f‘~‘ Of criminals - the United states shows
fiineants ™ (Do-nothing kings), | that in nearly all cases (e downward course by
: gan by disobedience 1o parents and rebwlljon
A Greck Proverh, S The winepress is he foun- ‘ against authority iy hool,  Suel
tain of insanity," suys the Greek proverh, It is |
the fountain, also, of all sorts of erime,  Thepe
are just as many policemen in London as there
are: grogshops—fourteen thousand of eaeh,

& spirit
QUICKY grows 1oyl Hion against the s | f
God. It is a sad for

SN of the future whey
one will not take counsel of those who wonl

do
I him good. It is no sign of cleveriess 1o by
there came next year anincrease of five thousand proud and self-willed, The men who have div
arogshops, there would have 1o he five thousand tinguished themselyes mour army and navy .
additional  policemen employed. Bt SUPPOSe men wh when they wepe boys 100k fast Lold of
there was an inerease instead of fiye thousand instruction in mind and inmorals, The | ro of
hukeries or groceries op dry goods shops, not a ! 10 Mervimae, Holy
single additional policeman need be employed in
consequence, except to protect them from bug-
glars and sneak thieves, Who steal money to spend
in grogshops,

SO, Was & boy of whom Lis

mothe 8 With pride, * e was always w tpig
and dutiful son,» The only supe hope of walk
ine in the right Way is never to “ enep into th
| putivof the wicked, Do pot take the fipst step,
Testimony of athletes, A Visitor to the great atn. | 1f 8i nvrsvm{rc th consent thon not, l!.hulm
letie elubs of New York city found that with a oM +v8, *Smoke this Clgrelte: one Wil not
single exception all these men emphatically hurt yq 5 ¥ 00, for after the tirst diszy dis.
sist that even moderate drinking is positive | Comfort is over you wil probably try aguin, ai
injury to an athlete, and that the total abstainer | Y1 00 the path, 1o one knows Where you wil)
ix the better physical man from every point of | 0. I some one says, « “', 1 this book, but do
View.  The director of the New York Athletic "0t I"‘_ your mother sce )
Club, one of the largest in the city, whose lmlmrll is Illlll‘l'.~ll|l”l‘ and I.auul than thoughts
specialty is rowing, says: * Aleoholic liquors s Pt into the mn'|:I throngh IIn]»llvl't' I'r;'nlllu:. It
4 beverage, moderate or otherwise, are ent ely m"“..”"l. i i ¢ w8 Obwilip shelipgrs
prohibited by athletic truiners everywhere, ance is bad, but an occasional glass can do no
= harm,” ente not; do not take the first step
and you are safe ; but the first 100 often leads to
the last, which is taken in darkness, and they
know not at wihat they stumble,  Which will you
choose* The path that shines more and mope,

8ay no, for ne

The contrast, The contrast between the path of
folly and the path of the just was illustrated in a
city hospital the other day. A physician on the |
staff was called to see a man dying with delirium
tremens.  The doctor re *cognized in that friend- like the dawn full of promise and song, or that
less tramp his old boyhood chum, a brilliant fel- | which ends like a night without a star® Eve n
low, with better opportunities than his own had the moderate use of Stimnlants is dangerous,
heen.  And there they were, the one an honored Men training for athletic games are not allowed
Christian Physician, with the prospect of a useful | ¢, touch them because they hinder the clear
life and heaven at the end ; the other a dirty, | working of the brain and affect the action of the
ragged, blaspheming drunkard in the agonies of | heart, This order was issued by the commander
delirium tremens, having already had a foretaste of our army at the beginning of the surnme r
of perdition. jcampaigo : * In this most important hour of the
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pation’s history it is due the government frmul
all those ir service that they should not only !
r the most earnest efforts for its honor and
welfare, but their full physical and intellectual |
should be given to their public duties un- |
tuminated by any indulgences that shall dim, |

. weaken, or impair their faculties or

gth in any particular. Officers of every |

s, by exainple as well as by authority, will

sute to the enforcement of the order.” A |
regulution to he heeded not only by the uu(iun'.-"
ariy, but by every soldier of Jesus Christ. E

|
The Teachers' Meeting. ‘
A worthy introduction to this lesson would be |
a word-picture of the splendor and wisdom of
Sofomon.  Read 1 Kings 4, 20-34 5 10, 1-205 be-
sides the accounts of the erection of the temple
of God and the king's palaces,  Picture this wise
and wealthy monarch as, in his purer days, he
turned from the sordid power of gold and armies
to the truer power which is to be found in wis-
dom, and counseled the youth of his day and of
ours to covet instruction and avoid sin.... L. Zhe
way of the wicked (1) 1s a path ; (2) Leads from bad |
(3) Is full of moral infection, and
y to many who do not tread it; (4)
Is a way of darkness. 1L T%he puth of the just.
A way leading through ever-increasing light to
perfect day....Show how intemperance is the
most typical of all sing, containing all others in
it as the seed contains the beginuings of every
part of of the full-blown tree. "

to worse

Before the Class.

Introduction, The Book of Proverbs, from
which the lesson for the day is taken, is a com-
posite book, written by different authors and at
different times,  The basis of the collection was
perhaps Solomon’s collection, which was added
to in later years. This book contains the con-
densed practical wisdom of the ages, There is
scarcely a condition in life which cannot be
matched with one of these proverbs,

Development of the text, Place upon the board
the subject, ** The Way of Wisdom,” and the fol-
lowing four divisions: 1. Listening to counsel ;
2. Following instruction; 3. Avoiding evil; 4.
Perfecting character,

1. Listening to counsel, The writer admonishes
his hearers to listen to and receive his words,
He had been well trained by his father and
mother (see first few verses of chapter), and had
been exhorted by them to seek after wisdom and
to hold to her. This teaching he was now to
pass on to the next generation. Note in this|

connection that the counsel was (a) The result of
experience * (b) Given with a promise of rewand
attached ; (¢) Intended to be a guide into the vici
paths; (4) Intended to save the follower |
many stumbles (verse 11),  Wisdom crieth in
streets to-day, “ Hear, O my son!” This st
first step in the way of wisdom.

Following instruction.  Instraction or lea
ing is essentinl to any well-ordered life,  Asth
lesson well says, personifying instrnction, * Sl
is thy life Learning is the means of mentul
and moral growth, Note that when properly
used it (a) Enlarges capacity ; () Gives pleasur
both in possession and in ability to gain further
knowledge ; (¢) Adds to one'’s usefulness in thy
world ; (d) Gives one greater power—* Know|
edye is power ;" (¢) Baves from much that would
harm, thus indirectly aids development; (f) Is
the great means of direct mental and spiritugl
enlargement. The way of wisdom is certainly
to follow instruction, to lay hold of her, that
through such we may live, and live in a large and
useful way,

B, Avoiding evil. The man of experience knows
that there are many pitfalls in the way of the
young, e has seen the awful results of usso-
ciating with the wicked, and so turns away from
the positive to the negative to warn his hearers
against straying into the path of the evil men,
Note («) The earnestness of the warning (verse
15); (b) The intensity of the evil men's desires
(verse 16); The final result : Their entire living
is gained by wickedness (verse 17),  Association
with such men would eventually drag one down
to their le The way of wisdom for all is to
avoid all evil possible, and in the strength of
(iod to overcome such as must be met.,
ber certain cautions : (a) Do not temporize with
evil—it is like playing with fire ; (b) Do not rely
on human strength—seek the divine : (¢) Buildup
strongly right habits—the surest way of over-
coming; (d) 8o far as possible give all form of
evil a wide berth—**avoid it.”

4. Dpfecting character, This is the result of
Jaily walking in the way of wisdom. *The
path of the just is as the shining light, that
shineth more and more unto the perfeet day.”
Each day opens to us new and brighter light.
We can see our way more clearly and follow that
way more easily. As we thus grow in power of
discrimination between right and wrong, and in
power to follow the right, we grow in perfection
of character. The time is coming when our
characters shall be like unto that of the Son of
man—complete in the sight of the Father.

Specific application,  The lesson for the day is
entitled * Temperance Lesson.” The way of
wisdom with reference to the great evil of drink
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is very plain—* Avoid it, pass not by it, turn
fron it, and pass away.” The counsel of many
isagainstit.  Listen: All instruction is against
it—follow such ; all pronounce it evil—avoid it,
By <0 doing a powerful agent of the devil for the
destruction of human character will have no in-
fluence over you. Be wise and walk in the way
of wisdom,

OPTIONAL

MINS,

Take my life,

Keep thou my way.
Yield not to temptation,
Dare to do right,

God speed the right.

My body, soul, and spirit,
Learning of Jesus,

In the Saviour's steps I'll follow.,
Rally for the e of temperance,
Ready to follow,

Library References,

Lees, F. R., The Temperance Bible Commentary,
London, 1 page 120, Story, Aleokdl, Its Nu-
ture and Effects, New York, 18 Gough, Sun-
light and Shadow.  Montgomery, The Way Out,
Williams, Where Satan Sows His Seed, Al these
present various forms of the subject,

Blackboard.

LA Q‘e/

Thoughts for the Quiet Hour.

~Time taken for deliberation is very well if it
Iswiscly used. But it is better to act promptly
ona good impulse than to wait a while and then
decide todo wrong.— Trumbull,

—As a great tree in the forest when it falls
drags down many others with it,
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many others carried along by the
those who rule when they fall away from their
religion or gin otherwise grossly against God,—
Bahr.

—When the need is greatest God is neare
If God often unexpeetedly helps even apostates
out of great need, how much more will he do
this for his own, who call to him day and night.
—Cramer,

bad example of

—(iod's making use of usis the best evidence
of his being at peace with us, Hereby it will ap-
pear that our sins are pardoned, and we have the
good will of God toward us 3 does his good

word come unto us, and do we experience his
good work in us.—/1 nry.

—How vain are all outward helps without the
influence of God's Spirit and that spirit that
breathes where he listeth ! Good edueation rais-
eth great hopes, but the proof of them is in the
divine benediction,—Bishop Hull,

—In ourselves we were scattered; in Christ we
are collected together, By nature we wander,
driven headlong to destruction ; in Christ we find
the way to the gate of life,— Calvin,

—Rain may to us seem lost when it falls on a
desert, but it fulfills some purpose of God,
the Gospel word falling on the hard heart ; it
sometimes works a change at last; and even if
not so, it leaves men without excuse, — usset,

So

—Earth has been known to whisper low yet ele
Strange consolation for the w intry days,

O listen, then, ye singers ! learn and tell
Those who must labor by the dusty ways,
elds,

—Men are like cathedral w indows, kaleido-
scopic with stained glass of all manner of colors
and shades, each picce transmitting light of its
own peculiar color ; and the revelation of truth is
according to the faculties in the men themselves
through which the truth reports itself,— Beccher,

ar

—dnnie

—It is not by change of circumstance, but by
fitting our spirits to the cireumstances in which
God has placed us, that we can be reconciled to
life and duty,—Robertson,

~It was a law in Israel : “ As his part is that
goeth down tothe battle, go shall his part be that
tarrieth by the stuff.” It is the law of Christ's
kingdom, in which motives, not deeds, and spir-
itual susceptibility, not the aceidents of the mode
of its expression, determine place, capacity of
receiving, and therefore reward.—MeLaren.

—Let us remember that each day is ordered by
almighty loye, and brings with it that measure of
the bitter and the sweet which, according to the

judgment of infinite wisdom, is most conducive

50 also are | to our true peace and welfare.— Krwsnmacher.,
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PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPARTMENT.

Some Questions about Primary
Work Answered.
BY MRS, W, F, CRAFTS,

How May Wi Measvne Our SUCCESS AS
Primary Teacuers? 1, By the amount of time
and thought it ms in our lives.

2. By the d ¢ of enthusiasm we are able to
create for the work in those who are associated
with us.

3. By the sympathetic unity we are able to
bring about between ourselves and our scholars,
when questions about “ how to keep order” will
never arise.

4. By the degree in which we have secured the
cooperative interest of the mothers of the chil-
dren.

By having convinced others that child
Christians are the natural product of earnest
teaching.

WHAT SHALL BE DONE WITH THE PRIMARY
CoLLections? They should be put into the
Sunday school treasury, for the primary depart-
ment is not a separate organization. The chil-
dren should be told about the different kinds of
Christian work their offerings will be used to
sustain. It is only thus that intelligent and in-
terested givers can be grown.

How SECURE AssiSTANT TEACHERS? Invite
those you think you would like to have associ-
ated with you to help you for two or three Sab-
baths, without any hint that they might become
permanent assistants, In many instances they
will become so interested they will ask to be
made regular helpers. The short test will prove
to you and to themselves whether or not they

would be suited to the position. Mothers of

little children can often thus be enlisted, and, all |
things considered, they will make the best teach- ‘
ers, because of their constant study of adapting |
themselves to children.

Undoubtedly the best organized primary class |
has an assistant teacher for every ten or twelve |
scholars. Beyond this number there can be
very little personal contact of teacher with
scholar ; and surely, if there is any time personal
contact is desirable, it is when religious truth |
is being taught.

How cAN AssisTaNT TEACHERS BE Brs1 |)p
VELOPED ¢ By seeing a well-taught lesson ooy
Sabbath, and then being set to work to reyi \.\'
the lesson as taught with such changes us they
find necessary to exactly adapt the lesson 1o ()
little group they teach. This plan can be carrivg
out by having the lesson taught by the primury
superintendent and reviewed by the assistant
teachers,

Assistant teachers should be urged to uttend
the Primary Union, where they will come in
contact with those who are giving conscerated
talents to the study of the religious teaching of
little children.

Tow A PrRIMARY UNION MAY GROW 1IN Usp
FULNESs, 1. By arranging to have every pri-
mary teacher in the city visited who is not 4
member of the union and most cordially invited
to join. Notices or even letters will not o,

2. By cultivating closer acquaintance with all
who attend the meetings ; no one shouid ever e
allowed to come inand depart a stranger.

3. By increasing the number of committees as
persons of special talents are discovered. The
more individuals at work for the good of the
whole the better.

4. By having a well-selected library on hest
methods of teaching ; also on child study, as:
Froobel's Educational Laws for Al Teachers, by
James L. Hughes; Children’s Rights, by Kate
Douglas Wiggin ; Practical Primary Plans, by Mr,
Israel P. Block ; Report of Mothers® Congress ; Prob-
able Soms,

5. By having an Annual Primary Institute
covering at least two sessions, with the best pos-
sible program, Let teachers from other unions
be invited to assist. If possible, secure the pres-
ence of an acknowledged *‘ primary leader.”

6. By having Mother’s Meetings, at least three
or four in a season, at which primary Sunday
school work can be explained, and mothers ean
be told ways in which their cooperation would
best help the work of the class. Some phase of
child study should be presented. It is best to
hold Mothers’ Meetings in the evening, for then
fathers are likely to be at home on guard, and
the children are asleep, not needing mother so
much as when awake.

7. By helping to organize other Primary
Unions, thus helping in the county and State
work. No union should live only to itself,
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Order in the Class.
BY ALICE MAY DOUGLAS,

It is very hard to maintain order in a class of
children which is taught in the same room with
the entire school. If there be but one extra
room, the little ones should have it. If there be |
none, curtain off a corner of the vestry and
teach the primary class there. Two or three of |
the juvenile classes might be taught at the same
time in the church, each having a corner to it- |
self. All of the classes, however, should be in
one room at the close, and all but the primary
cluss at the beginning of the school, ‘

Disorder is often the result of physical weari-
ness.  Attend to the bodily comfort of the chil-
dren § see that the room is of proper temperature
and decently ventilated. Have the children re-
move their rubbers always, and their \\ru]-si
when too warm. It is tiresome for the little |
scholars to sit so long. Let them stand to sing, |
ulso to go through motion exercises, A child |
cannot keep his feet still when they don’t touch |
the floor ; hence see that the settees are supplied
With slats which the little feet can reach, |

Disorder is seldom the result of ill intentions, |
but almost always of the buoyancy of spirit of |
the boy or girl. Therefore seck to turn this |
‘“smartness” in the right direction, Susy can’t
keep quiet one moment, but if you keep her
lunting up references, she won’t be making
trouble for her neighbor. Mary has a “ cease-
less tongue,” but if you have previously given
her atopie to read up concerning the lesson, while
she I8 telling the class what she has read she
won't be entertaining them with an account of
the last party,

But what about the class of rogues, the little
Jumping jacks, ten and twelve years of age?
I believe this is the most important class in the
whole school, more so than the primary class,
and it should have the brightest and most godly
teacher in the church. Why? Because a little
hoy has twelve temptations where a little girl
has one. He is tempted to smoke, swear, and
drink beer, Mother won't let him bring his
noisy associates into the home, and thus he
drifts about with them from one end of the city
to the other. He is brought in contact with
godless men and hears their words of pro-
fanity and infidelity. He is seldom at home
«venings, There are fewer good books for boys
than for girls in the Sunday school, and if he once
leaves, it will be fifty times as hard to get him
back as it will to induce a girl to return.

To keep the restless boy orderly do not al-
Ways appear to notice his disorder, Never say

“Don’t " to him, but when he is about to pinch

Tom ask him to pass you his lesson paper for a
moment, or drop your handkerchief that he may
pick it up for you. For I never saw a boy, not

from the slums, but tricd to the best of his
ability to be gentlemanly in such Iuatters,

When Frank is about to whisper a joke to
Fred quickly ask Frank a question that yon
know he can answer. He will be proud to give
you the desired information, and will forget all
about the joke.

Or at the first detection of disorder, if you are
in a room by yourself stop in the midst of the
lesson and sing a verse or two until order is re-
stored, or ask the offender to point out some
place on the map or to draw on the blackboard
for you. But always treat a boy like a man,
He won’t stand petting,

Tell the children that you expect the same or-
der in Sabbath school as in week-day school,
Keeparecord of theirdeportment. Offer prizes of
cards, booklets, ete., to those who cause no dis-
turbance,  Talk privately with offenders,
Threaten to send them home or to report them
to parents if the offense be ever repeated. Be
careful about making such threats, but when
made always carry them out. The stricter you
are with children the more they will respect you,
In a word, be firm, but never scold,

Cooperation of the Class in Order-
keeping.

[These suggestions by Miss Julia H. Johnston
are 50 very applicable for an undivided class that
we reproduce them from Zhe Superintendent and
Teacher.)

HELPERS,

LrrrLe helpers, trained from the ranks of the
class, have been found excellent aids in many
ways, The older girls, not ready or willing to
be graduated, may be used as small assistants,
If there are several of them, they may take turns
in being “helpers.”  Have two sit at the front in
chairs like the rest, and assume the regular
du They may count the boys and girls, keep
track of those promised beforehand the great
honor of ““ taking up the collection,” for which
in many classes there is clamorous request weeks
inadvance ; they may also count the money, and
place upon the board the statistics for the day.
They may lead in reciting the Golden Text, or
give it first, to strengthen little memories, as the
younger ones repeat it in turn. There are places
to point out upon the map ; there is the picture-
roll to turn betimes, and various other services
which these helpers may render,
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But in maintaining order they help by setting
a good example, and by doing some small serv-
ice for tiny tots, who, if not instantly attended
to when a paper is dropped or some little belong-
ing misplaced, may make a commotion in one
spot that is likely to spread, and that quickly.

CAPTAINS,

In addition to the helpers, who may be girls,
the older boys may act as *‘captains,” that term
being a most pleasing one. Four or five boys
may be given two or three seats apiece, which he
may call his company. He must sit at the end,
in a certain place, and always in that place. He
must receive from the *‘ helpers  papers enough
to distribute to his company, and see that all re-
ceive them. Ile must above all things set a
good example, which, the children should under-
stand, is one of the best possible ways of keeping
a whole class orderly.

It sometimes happens in a class that a number
of the older boys show a propensity to sit to-
gether, and their neighborliness seems to gener-
ate noise in a strange fashion, Toseparate them
as a punishment may be very unwise, but to ap-
point them special seats of honor, far apart, with
little responsibilities that put them upon their
honor, may stimulate and please them, and turn
the restless little fidgets into efficient aids to the
teacher.

These *‘ captains,” in their turn, may have as-
signed them especial points of the lesson to re-
member, certain divisions of the lesson, parts of
blackboard outlines or of the Bible story, so that
by calling for the points in turn the lesson of
the past week may be quickly reviewed, the rest
of the class being kept on the alert to see if the
parts are recalled correetly, after which a rapid
general rev
enthusiastic,

A class may be quieted often by having a
chance to listen to one of its own number tell in
simple words the lesson story, or the illustration
given in the scholar's own quarterly, assigned
beforehand to the young learner,  Attention cen-
tered, attracted, held in this way prevents dis-
order.

USHERS,

Little “ ushers” may also be appointed to take
fnrns in seating the children as they come in,
after a certain order. These may also assist the
teacher in fastening and unfastening little wraps,
putting on tiny overshoes, and looking after mit-
tens and mufflers. Sometimes the service of
more than one dressing maid seems to be needful
in a primary room on a winter day.

Without any special or rigid organization a

may be feasible and far more |

‘ class may yet be enlisted in doing its own work
in & way that is most effective in preserving un
orderly quiet, so much to be desired.

To keep little ones busy doing the right thin g
is surely the best way to keep them out of 1}
wrong thing,

Let us win the children to cooperation, and we
shall have order in the class,

————ne

Primary Christmas Bags.
BY MARY EVA PECK.
It may be interesting and helpful to hear how
a Brooklyn primary class illustrated the * iy
ling” spirit in their Christmas celebration,

For several weeks the subject of “giving
had been dwelt upon in our “talks,” and eacl
Sunday as our offering was taken we repeated
| in coneert, “The Lord lovetha cheerful giver,”
| and “ God so loved the world,” ete.  We talked of
birthdays and how to celebrate them, and of wuys
|to make him happy whose birthday we celehrate
(and honor. We pictured the coming of the

baby Jesus, the gifts brought to him ; but we laid
1 special stress upon our Father’s loving-kindnes«
| in giving to us Christ the Lord.

’ Our class of two hundred and fifty is sulili
vided into six groups. Every child in the ¢l
’wus given a bag, each group having a color of
its own, and an appropriate text to go witl its
| color,

Our bags were made of ordinary five-cent cun-
brie, four to the yard, with a draw string of «
trasting color. We arranged to give the contents
of our bags to the King’s Daughters’ Socicty,
which, every year, holds a Christmas festival for
the children of the neighborhood poor,
| Our children were asked tofill their bags with

"

‘ ““something to make bright another's Clrist-
mas.” Various “ gifts" were suggested which th
children might be able to obtain for their hugs,

; Each child was also informed, in a little “aside
with teacher,” that she would help him if he waus

| unable to “get things” for his bag. A tiny note

| was pinned to each bag, informing mothers of

{our * plan.”

' On Christmas morning it was a beautiful sight

| to behold the children coming from all diree-

| tions, in Sunday array, gayly swinging brilliantly
| colored bags,

Every bag was filled to its utmost capacity,
with * gifts for Christ’s little ones.”

An hour before the time the steps were
crowded by eager, impatient children, whose
greeting to *‘ teacher” was: * See my bag ! It's
full of things to give away ! "

Two tall trees stood on either side of the plat-
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form—one exquisitely trimmed for the school,
the other equally exquisite, though adorned only
by the graceful beauty and symmetry which the
Maker bestows on all his handiwork, This latter
we called our ¢ give-away tree,”

After appropriate opening exercises, with in-
vocation and Christmas carol, our “ color texts
were called for, Each division stood in turn, to
recite, until all were standing. For instance,
the group carrying crimson bags recited, * Qup
color is crimson, the color of blood.” ¢ The
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin,”
“Yellow,” “our color is gold, and reminds us
of the Golden Rule.” “ Do unto others,” ete
“ Scarlet,” “ Jesus said, ‘Though your sins be |
as scarlet, they shall be white as snow.’ **

After singing « Freely give,” ecach
marched in order to the front, and depositing |
bags on the platform, returned to place, and
there sang the last verse of * Freely give,”

The platform now appeared like a particolored
mountain, and when several young men draped |
the untrimmed tree with the lightest, brightest
of the bags we whispered softly among our- |
sclves, “It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive,”

A Suggested Lesson,

Your boys saw a soldicr on the street the other
day. His uniform attracted them. It may have
been a sailor,  His neat, trim, picturesque dress
was noticed at once. Can you not get a lesson
from this? A soldier in the ranks will march,
manage his gun, halt, as an officer directs, It is
ohedience that a soldier must learn, and to obey ‘
is a long stride toward the verb ¢ to succeed.”
Something of importance is lodged in this, like a
shoot in a seed,

You tell your young folks they must be sold
in the ranks of an army whose columns stretch
across the earth, soldiers behind a great Captain,
Have they learned to obey Jesus Christ? Wil |
they do it implicitly? To get an order, to be told ;
to do right, does it for them mean to obey, to do |

iers j

group |

INTERNATIONAL BinLg LESsons.

FOURTH QUARTER.
————————
LESSON vI, (November 6.)

HEZEKIAH’S GREAT PASSOVER.

2 Chron. 30. 1-13.
GovLoey Text,
Lord
30, 8,

“Yield yourselves unto the
, and enter into his sanctuary,” 2 Chron,

Primary Notes,

BY MARTHA VAN MARTER,

When good Queen Vie-
toria wn’s a young girl there
came a day that the crown
I of England became hers,
I She was a simple-hearted
| girl, and when they told her

that she must now be the

o — ruler of a great nation her

first thought was to ask God to help her.  Where

there is a crown to wear there is always a cross

to bear. There is a heavenly crown for every

child to win and to wear, and it is worth much

more than any earthly crown, But the child who

wants to wear the crown must be ready to bear

the cross—that is, to give up his own way and
follow Jesus’s way,

“COME."  [Make a great letter C on the black-
board and tell the children that we are going to
have a lesson about an invitation, Let them tel
how to finish the word that begins with C, Chil-
dren will give attention if there is only something
for them to do.]

How many of yon like to have an invitation »
Sometimes it is spoken and sometimes written,
like this. [Show a white envelope.] An invita-
tion always means ‘“come,” and shows that
some one has thought about you, That is why it
is so pleasant, Once a boy was invited to go to
the President’s house, in Washington, How

proud he was! e told all his friends about it,
say the rht, g Ve 2

i s .'m"‘ that is right, and uny I”(,)" and could hardly wait for the day to come. Not
will talk with your class on this subject, you will

: h long after the same boy had an invitation to visit
discover a grand opportunity to teach a grand

his cousin, who was a poor boy and lived in a
lesson, obedience, now, in everything, in every

lace, as the t Captain may order. poor little house. e wanted to g0, be-
P40 88 the great Captain may : cause he always had happy times with his
—_—

cousin, but he did not think to tell about this
Wy fret thee, soul, invitation as he did about the other. Do you
For things beyond thy small control #

know why ¢
Do but thy part, and thou shalt see The king who said * Come.” There was a new
Heaven will have charge of these and thee, king in Judah now. His name was Hezekiah.
Sow thou the seed, and wait in peace There had been twelve kings before him, and some
The Lord’s increase. —Kate Putnam Osgood,

of them had been bad men, His father, Ahaz,
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had been one of the worst of the kings of Judah.
He had let the people build altars for the worship
of idols, although he must have known that God
would punish them for turning away from him.
His heart was bad, and so he would not think
about God and his law.

But the young Prince Iezekiah had some one
to teach him the law of God. Perhaps it was a
good mother. And so, when he became king, he
began at once to try to get the people to be right
and good. He knew that his feet were in the
right way, because it and so he
thought he would invite all the people to come
into that same way. A little boy in the primary
class once gave his heart to Jesus, and right away
he began to ask his little friends to come to Jesus
too. It was the same spirit in his heart that was
in Hezekiah’s heart. Hezekiah was a good King.
‘We will read in the Bible what God says about
him. [Read 2 Chron. 29. 2.] When a king or a
child in the primary class does ‘‘that which is
right in the sight of the Lord ” God and the good
angels are pleased.

Come to a feast. Tt was the feast of the pass-
over to which Hezckiah called the people. It |
was a glad feast, a time of rejoicing, and it wus"
one of the feasts which the Lord himself had
established. [Read about it in Exodus 12.] It
was the Lord's feast, but he used Hezekiah to
call people to it, just as now he uses his children
to call others to come to him, Have you said
¢ Come" to anyone ?

[Tell how the invitation was sent out ; how the
“ posts,” or messengers, went riding through the
land, calling all the people to come, and how
some would not come, but laughed and made
sport of the invitation, just as some people do
now. But a great many came and sought God,
and he heard and blessed them. ]

l"\y |nvitatpi_onwo/
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The lesson for us.  We are all invited to come to

it meant to the Jews who lived so long ago.
Here is the sun on the board. What does if
stand for? Yes, for light. Where the sun shin s
there can be no darkness. If we come to (o,
we shall be in the beautiful light, for God is 4
sun and a shield, and he shines on our way an |
keeps harm away from us,

Of what does the cross remind you? Yes, of
the “love which led Jesus to die” on the cros«
for us.

And what does the ecrown promise? Teaven
to each one who says, “I will come to Jesus, wi
will be my light and my love, and who will o
day take me to heaven to live with him.”

This is “my invitation.” Is it yours? Yes:
God sends it to each child here to-day.

Sing “ Come to Jesus just now.”

Kindergarten Hints,
BY MRS, MARY J. CHISHOLM FOSTER,

KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, A King's Grogt
Feast, 2 Chron. 30, 6, 9-12,

Goupex Texrt, “Yield yourselves unto the
Lord, and enter into his sanctuary.” 2 Chron.
30, 8,

Amps 1o TuE KINDERGARTNER. Holy Bille,
2 Chron. 805 Huandbook of Bible Biography, puz
200 (Barnes).

ATTENTION STORY.

To-day we will talk of a king named Hezckinh,
As soon as he was crowned King he took away
all images and also a serpent to which the people
had prayed, and he opened the temple that peo-
ple might go there and pray. Then he called
together the princes and other great men of the
kingdom, and they planned to have a great feast
that all the people might come together and re-
member God’s great love to them and to their
fathers and grandfathers and (keep the passover)
thank him for his love to them all. The kings
and princes wrote letters of invitation to the
people, and these were carried to them all
through the country. 'The letters spoke of the
grandfathers, and asked the people to turn to
ward the Lord, who loved them and who brought
them out of trouble. Partof the letter said that
God was kind and loving and would not turn
away his face if they came to him. |[Read
verses 6 and 9.]  Well, the people heard the
king's message and invitation, but some lnughed
about it and did not care to go. Others were glad
to go to the feast, [Read verses 10 and 1|
But in one part of the country called Judah all
the people thought alike about it as if they had
one heart, [Read verse 12.]

Explain unusual words when you read them,
such as * posts,” meaning persons, in this con-

a feast to-day, What does it mean? Just what | nection,  The definition may be found in the

Century
passiol

On 8
ing fro
the na
s0n are
ing.

Ourse
old sae:
mony
peace fo

An il
receptic
dren a
made a
but son;
others v
to the s
14, 16-2

The te
book to
words of
who wer
et who b
to every
55, 1, 6),
heart is
related t
ing to 1
never qt
(Acts 4,
The
found in

Each d

given of t
these bel
which m
“ posts™

Handbook
be found
lun. An
studying,
vegetable
80 many

countries
ern cour
what forn
children ¢
tell you w

TAND
exercise i
opes and
The Postr
week day
built,



SUNDAY SCHOOL

Centurg Dictionary. Explain ‘‘according,” “‘com-
passion,” “remnant,” ete,

OUTLINE.

On Sunday, after giving the story and read-
ing from the Bible, let the children talk about
the narrative, The main points of the les-
son are uuity in worship and giving an offer-
ing.

Ourselves and our money take the place of the
old sacrifices. Verses 21 and 23 show the har-
mony with which the people dwelt together in
peace for fourteen days,

An illustrative story will add emphasis to the
reception of the invitation, if you tell the chil-
dren a story which Jesus told, of the man who
made a great supper and invited people to come,
but some made excuses and would not go, while
others were glad to have the invitation and went
to the supper. The parable is written in Luke
14, 16-24,

The teacher may show the invitations of this

book to be many for all people by telling of the |

wordsof Matt. 11. 28, which Jesus spoke to those
who were tired, and once a great and kind proph-
et who had a loving heart called out * Io, ye !
to everyone that is thirsty to know God (Isa.
55. 1,6). A great lesson of unity or oneness in
heart is found in the twelfth verse, and it may be
related to the story of the disciples who were will-
ing to have others use their things, and who
never quarreled about “mine’ and “yours
(Acts 4, 82),

The prayer of Jesus that all may be one is
found in John 17,

Each day a fresh and instructive story may be
given of the lesson verses and the references given,
these being supplemented by the Nature k,
which may be upon the country into which the

BANNER, 695

The TRANSITION CLAsS may find all words of
the lesson verses which begin with a capital letter
and write a list of them in vertical form,

SCIENCE AT HOME with THE MoTHER, Talk of
‘1 the blessedness of agreement or unity in the fam-
ilyas being more necess ry even than in a king-
| dom.  This book teaches that people should
1 ‘“love one another” in the family, in the Church,
and in the State. It is the State w hich provides
schools for the children, Are you always peace-
| loving and generous little schoolmates,

LESSON VII. (November 13.)

!

THE ASSYRIAN INVASION. 2 Kings 19,
20-22, 28-37,

| GoLpEN TEXT. “God our refuge and
| strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalm
146, 1,

is

Primary Notes,

When Walter's father
went to live away out on
the frontier of a Western
State Walter and Jennie
thought it was very nice,
After a while they began
to hear that some wild In-
dians not far away were

| going ““on the warpath,” and that made them a

little afraid. Their papa prayed to God every
day to keep them safe, and when the time of
danger really came they all ran for refuge to
a strong place which the Indians could not
break into, and so they were safe. How safe
and happy are all those who can say, “‘Godismy
refuge.”

“ posts” went with the invitations, In Whitney’s |

Handbook of Bible Geography, pages 99, 392, ma
be found descriptions of these, especially Zebu-
lun.  Another topic may be November days,
studying, air, sky, and outdoor appearances of
vegetable and animal life.  Why are there not
8o many birds flying about us in the northern
countries in November as in July, In south-
ern countries where some of you are living
what forms of life are changing ? TTow? Let the
children observe these and other things, and then
tell you what they see.

| Who was king of Judah now? How
old was he when he became king? Was he sorry
to find that so many of his people had forgotten
God and worshiped idol What did he call
them to attend?  Was it Hezekiah's feast, or the

| Lord’s ® Did all the people who were invited go ?
Who invites us to a holy feast? Who has ac-

| cepted the invitation?

i The Golden Tert. Tow many of you have

learned the Golden Text? It is so good and so
| beautiful that every child ought to know it ang

HaAND Work. Let the small children have an | to make it his own, Do you know how to make
exercise in paper-folding, the form to be envel- | it your own? T will tell you—by accepting last
opes and letter sheets, The kindergarten game, | Sunday’s invitation. If you have accepted it,
The Postman, may be played some morning of a[then you can say, “God is my refuge and
week day, With blocks picture cities may be | strength, a very present help in trouble.”  [Drill
built, | on the Golden Text as long as seems wise and
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best. Each word of God planted in little hearts
and minds may be ‘“food in famine” for the
days to come.]

A time of trouble. Good King Hezekiah had
trouble, just as everyone in the world has, Some
children think if they could be rich and great,
they would never have trouble, but that is not so.
Satan is always watching to see what he can do
to turn the people of God away from him, It is
Batan who puts it into little hearts to do and say
naughty things, just as it was Satan who put it
into the hearts of the people of Judah to forget
God and worship idols, Then when punishment
came upon them for their sin Satan could not
help them any.

Do you wonder that God let trouble come to a
good king like Hezekiah ? Very often good peo-
ple have to suffer for the sins of others. You
know that Jesus suffered for the gins of all the
world, and we must follow him in this way if we '

love him,

The heathen king of Assyria, you remember, |
came and drove the people of Israel out of the
land of Canaan, and now he came to drive the |
people of Judah away from their land, He had |
taken some of their cities, and was getting ready
to take Jerusalem, where King Hezekiah lived,
This heathen king was very rich and strong, and
Hezekiah was in great trouble, What do you
think he would do? [Have class repeat the
Golden Text.] Yes, he thought of God, and he
sent word to Isaiah to pray to God for him,
Isaiah was his friend and minister, and he soon
sent word back to Hezekiah that the Lord would
not allow the heathen king to take Jerusalem,
How glad the good king must have been when he |
heard this! !

How God helped. The heathen king had such a
big, strong army that Hezekiah did not see
how Jerusalem could be saved. But God found |
a way. Inthe night he sent his angel to touch [
the heathen soldiers, and in the morning a hun-
dred and eighty-five thousand of them were dead.
Then the heathen king went away, and not long |
after he was killed by his own sons, God always |
finds a way to help his own children when they |
are in trouble,

My refuge. [Call for the Golden Text again
and show the blackboard.] If Walter and Jen-
nie had laughed and run away when they were
invited to come into the strong place to be safe
from the Indians, do you think God would have
saved them from the enemy? No. Ie will be
our refuge if we are his obedient children. But |
if we choose to go our own way, and will not
hear his call to come to him, then we have to fall
into the hands of our enemies, God is always

ready to be our strong tower and hiding place,
Let us be ready to run to him and find safety and
protection.

Kindergarten Hints,

KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, The Strengt)h
of Kings and of People. Psalm 46 1-5,

GoLpex Texr. “God is our refuge und
strength, a very present help in trouble.,” Psalm
46, 1,

Ams 10 TUE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bill,
Josh, 1,

ATTENTION STORY.

The Golden Text of last Sunday we will repeat
together. This is a part of our lesson to-day,
because we are to give ourselves to
are to come into the church (sanctuary), A
if we do this, we will find that God is our loving
Father, who cares for us, protects us, and he is
our strength. All strength, like all love, comes
from him. 8o we will say our Golden Text fop
to-day. [Repeat it together.] A great kingwrote
these words, He was a good king, too, some
the time, but some other times he did thoughtless
and naughty things, as boys and girls have done
sometimes.  We hope, too, that the boys and
girls at such times have done as this king did, for
he was sorry when he did wrong and prayed to
God, asking him to forgive and to help him'to be
good, This king’s name was David, and he found
out many things which we all have learned, One
of these is he knew that he could no. be strong
or good without help from God. The strong
hand is God’s gift, as well as the strong sp
the feet and all their muscles have strength
of God (physical). It was God who helped Da-
vid’s mind so that he could think and learn (men-
tal), and God it was who made his spirit strong
and loving and true (spiritual). After he learned
all that he would not be afraid of anything that
might come, no, not even if the earth moved or if
the mountains should move into the sea. He was
not afraid of roaring noiseseither, Here is what
he says. [Read Psalm 46, 1-5.)

Explain “swelling” * removed,” * taberna-
cles,” ete,
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OUTLINE.

On Sunday commence with the Golden Text,
to show that we are to *yield ** and “go into the
sanctuary ” (Golden Text of last Sunday), then
what we learn God will be tous is shown in the
second text. An important lesson carried over
from last week is church attendance 3 show its
importance. This same king said once that he |
did not know how to view life or men until he
went into the sanctuary, but then he understood, 1
Make it plain that in ehurch we get what we
cannot find or learn anywhere else. The thought
of unity, as spoken of last week, is a partof the |
lesson for to-day. When many people who have,
each one, some of God's strength, ever so little, |
perhaps—come together they make a strong |
church.  Many bits of gold or many, many
pennies makea fortune, and the children \\'ill!
recall the thoughts about little drops of water and ]'
little grains of sand making something wonder-
ful. 8o with the strength God gives, and if we |
love him and pray to him each day fora little of
his strength, this daily gift will make our spirits
strong and our natures beautiful, just as daily |
bread goes to make our physical life powerful,
God’s strength in people makes them st rong in |
body, great in mind, and good in love and serv-
ice. Who would like to be strong, and great,
and good? All this will come if we live very
near to God.

Narvre TALk, The lesson for to-day is full of
topics.  Find helpful thoughts in the nature
books of Ruskin, Lubbock, and others, Earth,
mountains, sea, waters, rivers, streams, are men-
tioned, and onealone of these will furnish more
than you need for six talks in the circle six days
of the week.

SCIENCE AT Home witn TnE MoTner., Talk
of trustfulness. Can we trust and depend upon
this one? Some we know * trust in chariots and
some in horses,” some trust in themselves, but
we, 0, we will trust in our loving Father, who is
8o strong ; in our dear Brother and Saviour, who
is 0 loving, and in the Holy Spirit, who speaks
in gentle, winsome tones to our hearts, Just as '
King Hezekiah asked the people to remember
God’s goodness to their grandfathers, Abraham |
and Isaac, so tell the children of his goodness to |
their fathers and mothers and grandparents, He
will be their best friend, too ; so teach them to
trust him with a simple faith,

““Faith of our fathers! we will love

Both friend and foe in all our strife ;
And preach thee, too, as love knows how,

By kindly words and virtuous life
Faith of our fathers ! holy faith !

We will be true to thee till death !”

LESSON VIIL. (November 20.)

MANASSEH’S SIN AND REPENTANCE.
2 Chron, 33. 9, 16.

GOLDEN T “If we confess our sing, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness,” 1 John
L9

Primary Notes,

Nellie Brace tried to be

a good and obedient little

girl, but one day she was

tempted to disobey, and

then, to cover that naughty

act, she told a wrong

story ! Of course all this

made her very unhappy,

and when at last she told

the whole story to her mamma she said, “ Mam-

ma, I never knew that when you do one nanghty

thing you have to do a whole lot more ! This

lesson shows how one step in evil leads to

another. Manasseh found it out, and any child

will find it out who tries it. The right and safe

way is to let Jesus keep us from taking the first
step,

Introducing the lesson, [Print at the top of the
board “lh-zvkinh"~“.\lu|m.~svh."i Call back
from the class all you can about Hezekiah, and
tell that now, after he had been king twenty-nine
years, he died, His boy, Manasseh, only twelve
years old, became king. You think he would be
a good king because he had a good father, do
you not? But he was not. He had a proud,
foolish heart, and he began right away to do
wicked things. Would you like to know some
wrong things which he did? MHis father had
broken down the places for idol worship, but
Manasseh built them again. He built altars for
Baalim, and worshiped the sun, and moon,
and stars! He even built altars for idol wor-
ship in the Lord's house, and, what was still
worse, he set up the carved image of an idol
in the holy temple! [Read about it in 2 Chron.
8. 1-7.)

Manasseh must have had wicked friends and
advisers to turn away so soon from all that his
good father had taught him. IHow foolish he
was, and how foolish all children are who
think that they know better than father and
mother what they ought to do!

[Erase “ Hezekiah ”” and complete the title of
to-day’s lesson.]

This would be a very sorrowful lesson if it had
only “ Manasseh's 8in ” to tell about. What is
the other word in the title? Yes, * Repentance.”
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Has any child here ever been naughty and after-
ward felt sorry for it? Then you know what
repentance is, But there are two kinds of sorrow
for sin. One is the sorrow that we feel because
of the trouble our sin brings upon us, and the
other is the real heart sorrow it gives us to know
that God is grieved because of our sin, This last
kind makes us want to get away from sin, [Have
class repeat in concert :

“ Repentance is to leave
The sins we loved before,

And show that we in earnest grieve
By doing 50 no more.”|

This is the kind of repentance God wants to see
in us when we have been naughty,

Remembering, When Manassch was a little boy
his good father taught him about God, and
prayed for him, that he might know the right
way and walk in it. God thought of all this,
and so he sent word to Manasseh in different
ways to come back tohim. This lesson (verse 10)
says that God spoke to him, but that he would
not listen,  Then the Lord let the heathen king
of Assyria come and make him a prisoner, and
bind him fast with fetters, and carry him away
to Babylon,

Now he was away from his false friends and had
time to think how unwise he had been, Then he
remembered God, and began to pray to him.
God could look into his heart, just as he can
look into your heart and mine, and he saw that
Manasseh was truly sorry, and wanted to leave
off all his wrongdoing, so he had mercy on him,
and brought him back to Jerusalem again. IHe
had learned now that God is the Ruler of kings
even, and he began right away to take away the
false gods and to urge his people to serve the
true God.

l‘\; T FAITH |

!‘ REPENTANCE
. e
A —————

Steps for me, Was there ever a child in this
world who had no sin in his heart? Only one,

and that was the holy child Jesus, We are all |

born in sin, but we have a 8aviour who can keep
us from sinning if we will only let him,

There are three steps that everyone must take
who has sinned. [Print * Repentance” on i
lower step, and by questioning carefully find if
children have a clearidea of what real repentance
is.] When we are sorry we must believe that
there is One who can save us from sin, [Print
“Faith” on second step, and slowly and care-
fully teach the Golden Text.] Then something
must follow the Repentance and Faith, or they
will do no good. [Print *Right Doing,” and
impress the importance of making our acts cor-
respond with our words. ]

Kindergarten Hints.

KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT. Manasseh’s Sin
and Repentance. 2 Chron. 33.1,7, 10,12, 13, 15,

GovLpex Texr., “If we confess our sins, he i«
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 1o
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1Joln
1.9.

Ams 10 THE KINDERGARTNER. Holy REible,
1 Kings 21,
ATTENTION STORY.

The king who had the great party finished his
work, and after God called him away from this
world there must be another king, so the litt]
prince Manasseh was put upon the throne, and
he began to rule when he was only twelve ye
old. We have found, you remember, that sone
of the kings who lived long ago began by being
good and afterward they listened to voices
which told them to be naughty. This new boy
king was naughty at the first, for he told the
people that they might pray to the sun and moon
and stars, and he set images among the trees, and
had one put just at the door of the church, e
forgot all about God’s loving care of his father
and his grandfathers, and even when the Voice
spoke to_his people and to him they would not
listen. [Read verses 1, 7, and 10.] "Was it not
too bad? What could be done about it? By
and by some soldiers of another king came into
King Manasseh's country and carried him away
to another place where there was a city with one
hundred brass gates and very beautiful gardens,
but the people living there were not happy, he-
cause they liked to do naughty things. While
King Manasseh was in this ‘eity, which was
named Babylon, he had a long time to think of
all he had done. e was there for about a vear
—that is, as long as from one Fourth of July 10
another, or from last Thanksgiving Day until
now—and as Manassch was a boy, it may have
seemed a very, very long time to him, W
was waiting there away from home he remen-
bered his naughty ways, and when he thought
about these he wished for peace in his mind and
love in his heart, and he prayed. Do you think
he tried to go to the groves and pray to the

images, which he had put there, or to the moon
|or the stars? No, he prayed to his heavenly
| Father, for he remembered that his grandfathers
had found God good and true always, [Read
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verse 13, ¢ And he prayed unto him,” etc.] God
opened a way for him to go back to his city of
Jerusalem, where the great temple was, Let us |
see what he did the very first thing when he
reached home! [Read verse 15.] 'This shows
that he was really sorry for his naughty ways
and he wished to help other people to be good.

Explain unusual words : “ Carved,” * hearken,”
““besought,” ete,

OUTLINE,

On Sunday show the spirit of the Golden Text
as being greater than repeating its words, and
follow the Attention Story and the reading from
the book by the practical thought that we may
find peace if we ask God to forgive naughty acts
and unkind words. Make clear the thought that
God only can forgive people for being naughty for
sin, and it is this which causes us to feel lonesome
for our heavenly Futher when we seem to be far
away from him. (‘‘Your sins have separated
between you and your God.”) If we love God
and keep very near to him, we find it easy to be
good, just as when a boy or girl can be good and
helpful when near to father or mother. |

Narure Work, One topic for conversation
may be the gardens of the city to which the king
was taken. Another may be the autumn season |
and November days. There may be a study of |
the birds, animals, and plants which were found |
in the vicinity of Babylon. Observation of No- |
vember days may furnish lessons, when the chil- |
dren bring stories of what they have seen or
found, which will teach a lesson of clouds, rains,
and other features peculiar to this month, and |
interesting nature study,

HAND Work. The different gifts and oceupa-
tions of the kindergarten furnish materials for
representing the form of the moon (gift of rings)
walls of cities (cubes and oblongs), paper cutting
and paper folding also.

SCreNcE AT HoMe witi e Motner. Have
practical talks about forgiveness in the family.
If God forgives us, we should forgive each
other. This is a most necessary thought, and it
is easily understood by the children. Let the
children talk about it. A blind girl said that
forgiveness is the fragrance of a flower after it
has been crushed,

| wicked,  “It’s all my luck !

LESSON IX,

TEMPERANCE LESSON. Prov. 4. 10-19. |

GoLpEN Text, “My son, if sinners entice
thee, consent thou not.” Prov. 1,10, ‘

(November 27.) \

Primary Notes.
Once a poor man was in great trouble. There
was sickness in the home. He was not able to
work, and there was no money to buy food and

great change in one of them.

| choice,

e et ——

to get a doctor. He was not a Christian, but his
wmother and father, who loved God, had tried to
teach him the right way.
His mother went first to
live in heeven, and when
his father went he gave his
son the family Bible and
asked him to read it every
day. But he had scarcely
opened it at all, Now in
his trouble he thought of
the Bible, and he took it from the shelf and began
to turn the leaves, Soon he came to a ten-dollar
bill! How quickly he turned the leaves then,
and he found more and more, until quite a large
sum of money was in his hands,

There is something better than money inthe
Bible for each of us. It is wisdom, shining down
from God, Who wants it for his own ?

Two ways. This le
to live,
wrong way. Why? Oneis God's way and the
other Satan’s way, How is a hoy or girl to
know the difference? This book [hold up a
Bible] will show it. Satan does not want anyone
to look into this book and try to live by its teach-
ings. He says it is old-fashioned and queer; he
says that children cannot understand it, and tells
them to wait until they get old enough to see
what it means. But God tells us to come to him
“in the days of our youth,” and he will show
what is the right and true way,

Here are two young men walking together,
They were little boys together in school and in
Sunday school. Then they were both happy and
good. Theirclothes were clean and whole, their
eyes were bright, and they could look honestly
and openly into anyone’s face. Now there is a
His clothes are
ragged and dirty, He looks down as if he was
ashamed, His face is red and bloated and his eyes.
dull. Do you know what is the matter. He has.
gonein the wrong way. His friend has stayed in
the church and the Sunday School, he has ept
fast hold of wisdom, and so he f clean,
bright young man. Hark ! hear what the young
man says who has gone in *‘the path of the
Is it his luck to
be dirty, and poor, and degraded ? No, it is his
Satan told him that the way of the
wicked was much pleasanter than the way of the
good, and he believed Satan, although this book
says that he is aliar. Are you sorry for him
Yes : bat you cannot help him now, for he has
made his choice. But youcan do this : you may
learn from him not to choose Satan’s way; you
may look at the young man who has chosen God’s
way and say, ‘I will take the way he has taken,”

on shows us the two ways

One is the right way and the other the
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[Hastily outline on the board a path which
divides into two after alittle. Get the children to
help you tell how the boy taking the downward
‘path began to go down.] e was careless & ot
lessons in school ; he stayed away from Sui. ay
school to play; he cisobeyed his parents and
teachers ; he learned to use bad words and to
smoke cigarettes, and so he kept gwing down and
down, and he says it is all his luck ! O no;itis
his foolish choice. He tried to get his friend to
go with him in Satan’s way, but he would not,
Look at them now, and see if you think he was
wise. Now he is trying to get the unhappy
young man to come into wisdom’s way, where he
is walking, but Satan will not let him goif he can
help it.

What will the end be ?  This book tells, If he
stays, in Satan's way, he will go on stumbling
and falling until he stumbles into a drunkard’s
grave. But the other one will go on in a path
that is always growing brighter and brighter,
because more and more of God's light shines
upon it as it comes toward the end.

There is safety only in God for the boys and
girls. Batan will try to get every one of them. |
But God is stronger than Satan. 1f we love this |
book and hold fast to it, God will hold fast to us, |
and lead us into his great, beautiful light, which |
can never fade away,

Kindergarten Hints,

KINDERGARTENDEPARTMENT, The Advice of a
King. Prov. 4. 13-15, 18, 23-27, '

GoLpEN TEXT. “The path of the just is as
the shining light.” Prov. 4, 18,

Ams 10 THE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bible,
Prov. 8. 5.

ATTENTION STORY.

Another king who lived long ago and who was |
a great king was named Solomon. He said many |
good and wise words, IHis father was King

|
| David, who said, you remember, that God wys
his strength, His son Solomon believed thaut
| God is wisdom, and that he will teach our mins
and guide our thoughts. Both these kings knew
what is needed to give happiness, King Solomon
spoke very kindly to the people, and said, ** My
son,” just as your father says it to the hoys
| sometimes. He wished all the people to think
| and to study, that they might learn how to live
and what to do. He spoke of learning as of a
| person, and said this: “Take fast hold of jn.
struction ; let her not go: keep her; for she is
thy life.” We need to find out things and try to
learn, for this is such a great part of life. King
Solomon knew that people who choose to be
naughty sometimestry to have others do naughty
things ; so he said that we should keep away from
the places where these people are and not even
| puss near to them, but keep away far off. This
[1s what he says: ’Ruud verses 14 and 15.] King
Solomon knew that we should have the heart
| warm and loving, and that the mouth and
| the lips should have gentle speech and kind
words, Tle spoke, too, of the eyelids, the feet,
and the right and the left hands. IHow particu-
lar he was! But it is a very particvlar business
looking after all these parts of our wonderful
bodies and teaching them to obey us, Let us
hear what he said. [Read verses 23 to 2]

Explain unusual words : ‘““Diligence,” “ per-
verse,” “ established,”

OUTLINE.

On Sunday give the Attention Story, Bible
lesson, and Golden Text, The latter of itself is
full of material for the lesson, as the children can
understand much about a path and a light, and
they will talk of these, Show them that to those
who follow the instruction of 8olomon as to
their heart, eyes, lips, and hands have bright-
ness as light within themselves, and the things

outside themselves seem bright also. Contrasts
| between walking in a lighted path and stumbling

in a dark way will teach the truth that those who
walk in ways of naughtiness (the path of the
wicked) cannot be happy or helpful, but they
walk in a darkened way. The season of thanks-
giving has come, and the Sunday school lesson
would be incomplete without practical reference
to it. Teach the children that they should he
thankful for God’s gifts to them, and thus lead
them to think of his loving-kindness,

NaTURE TALK.  The gifts of God to us in the
members of the body which Solomon mentions
in the Bible verses are wonderful, and the bone
structure, cells, tissues, and other parts, of eye-
lids, lips, feet, and hands, give us a wonder les-
son, calling for great thanksgiving and praise.
Solomon’s father, King David, said at one time,
“I will praise thee, for I am fearfully and won-
derfully made.”

Another man, named Paul, who lived long ago,
said that our bodies are temples for God to live
in. The teacher may lead through this thought
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to that other one, the spiritual side of our life—
God living in us. The little child’s body is his
own little house in which he lives, and God lives
in there with him. How careful should we be of
the precious body ! Take good care of it and see
that what we eat and drink and wear is fit and
becoming this temple, and see that what we put
into it shall help build it up and make it strong,
In connection with this thought may be taught
the vital and essential part of a temperance les-
son—self-restraint. Even a small child has in-
dividuality to choose, and may choose to do
right and say right, even when others choose
another way,

HaND Work. Children may make straight
and crooked paths in the sand table and outline
the hand on the slate or on paper. The peculiari-
ties of the season will furnish topics of interest,

SCIENCE AT HoME witit Tue Morner, Talk
of temperance in all things, some of which are to
be used freely, being given in abundance (air,
water, ete.), some only a little, and some not at
all.  The latter means strong drinks, which are
taken to give pleasure, but which bring sore
pain.  The “temple” of the body is spoiled by
these, and the home-life is sad and broken, The
duty of self-control in the disposition must be
taught ; gentle specch is the fruit of 1c o in the
heart. “God is love.”

—_—

Whisper Songs for November,
SIXTII LESSON,
The Lord is our Father;
e calls from above ;
He spreads for his children
The feast of his love,

SEVENTH LESSON,
The Lord is our Refuge ;
His merciful arm
Is always around us,
"To keep us from harm,

EIGHTII LESSON,

The Lord is our Leader;
We walk in his way ;
His word shines before us
By night and by day,

NINTH LESSON,
The Lord is our Safety ;
No harm shall betide
The children who love him,
And walk by his side,

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
Fourth Quarter,
SINGING,
* Praise him, praise him, all ye little
e is love, he is love :
Praise him, praise him, all ye
He is love, he is love,”
Teacher, Let everything
the Lord.
Children, Whoso offercth pr
7. Come before his presence with singing,
. My lips shall utter thy praise,
SINGING, “Our Sunday Song,”
Songy and Study. ]
[Before the opening prayer have the children,
kneeling if possible, with clasped hands and
bowed heads, sing softly and tenderly |

children,
little children,
that hath breath praise

e glorifieth me,

[Page 12 in

“* Gentle Jesus, meek and mild,
Look upon a little child {
Pity my simplicity,
Help me, Lord, to come to thee,"
GIviNg Exercise,
7. How does the Lord like to have his chil.
dren give ?
. Gladly and lovingly,
7. What has God given us ?
. *God g0 loved the world, that he gave his
only hegotten Son,"
[While the offering is being made the cluss
may sing or recite these lines 1]
“Tis but little we can give,
But our mites we gladly bring ;
Knowing that the blessed Lord
Will accept love’s offering,
He who saw the widow's mites,
Hears the pennies as they fall !
From his throne in yonder sky
Jesus sees and counts them all,”
Biernoay Service,
SUPPLEMENTAL TEACHING,
PREPARATION FOR Lesson,
7. What are we here to learn to~day ¢
€, A lesson from God's holy word,
7. If God speaks, how should we hear ?
C. With earnest, loving, faithful hearts,
Lessox Tavaur,
CrosiNG Soxa,
* Good-bye, good-bye,
The time has come to say good-bye ;
Good-bye to those we love so well,
Yet ere we leave this happy place,
Where Jesus comes our souls to bless,
We lift our hearts to him in prayer,
To crave the blessing of his care,”
—From Sunny Songs for Sweet st Singers,
Ecno Praveg, followed by * Mizpah.”
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And He Healed Them.

BY FREDERIC LAWRENCE KNOWLES,

O souls that falter with failing breath,
And wish that ye might not be,

Have ye gone to the Healer of Nazareth,
Who cureth such as ye ?

He blesses the sick who touch his hem,
He cleanses the leper's sore,
And all the wonders he wrought for
them,
He can do for you—yea, more,

And whether ye wait for the dear
Christ’s touch,
At the angel-troubled pool,
Or long for the hand that healeth such,
By the gate called Beautiful,

It matters not; he will come—the Lord,
The lover of souls that cry,
And the lame shall leap and laugh at his
word,
And his smile will satisfy.

—8. 8. Journal.

A New Teacher's Bible.

“The New Illuminated Holy Bible.”
Self-pronouncing, with marginal refer-
ences, concordance, maps and numer-
ous helps. Nearly 600 original illus-
trations, New York and Philadelphia :
American Bible House.

It is one of the grandest tributes to the
Vord of God that year after year sees
new editions of these sacred oracles,
each more sumptuous than the previous
one, issued from the press. No labour
nor expense is spared in reaching as
near absolute perfection as possible.
‘The book under review is the latest of
these. Its most conspicuous figure, apart
from its typographical excellence and
numerous Teacher's Helps, is its copious
dllustration.  The publishers well re-
mark, “ The educational value of truth-
ful, descriptive illustrations can hardly
be over-estimated, but it is quite pos-
sible to embellish a book by the ad-
dition of pictures without truly illus-
trating the subject matter. Accurate
pictures, intelligently conceived and ar-
tistically executed, appeal to the mind

through the ‘windows of the soul;’
whose portals freely admit a flood of
light alike to the illiterate and the
learned; for art speaks in a universal
language, intelligible to all nationalities,
with no embarrassment of moods and
tenses.” They further state that in this
work they have had the assistance of
nearly a hundred of the most prominent
and capable artists of America anq
Europe, guided by theologians and
archaeologists of ability and renown.
The engravings are of not only superior
artistic merit, but vividly impress the
text upon the mind, sometimes with
really illuminating force. The book
contains 1270 pages, with Concordance
and Teacher’s Helps by Professor Sayce,
Dr. Bitting, Dr. Peloubet, Dr. Hurlbut
Dr. Schauffler, and others. Excellent
coloured maps add to its value. It is
beautifully bound in leather.

Book Notice.

* Sunday-school Outlines.” Being normal
studies for teachers’ meetings, normal
classes, normal institutes, young peo-
ple’s societies, and individual students,
By W. Bowman Tucker, M.A., Ph.D.
Methodist Book-Rooms, Toronto, Mont-
real and Halifax.

We had the picasure of reading this
book in manuscripi. and of heartily re-
commending its publication. It is, in
our judgment, one of the very best books
which can be put in the hands of Sun-
day-school teachers or senfor scholars.
It describes the principles of Sunday-
school work—the teacher, officers, normal
work; the book and its study; Sunday-
school dynamics—the Holy Spirit, the
prayer-meeting, the catechism, and other
spiritual forces. The chapter on the
Home Department is the best condensed
statement that we have seen of that im-
portant forward movement of church
work. It is gratifying to find that
one of the busy ministers of our own
church has found time for the prepara-
tion of such a useful volume,

SN DS N—,

This national crime is a thing that
God will reckon with, and I wish it may
not lie on the nation a day longer than
you have an opportunity to find a
remedy.—Oliver Cromwell.
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4 Ihave a joy I can’t express, 5 I'have a home prepared for me,
Since I have been redeemed, Since I have been redeemed,
All thro’ his blood and righteousness, Where I shall dwell eternally,
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—E. 0. Excell,
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BETTER THAN EVER
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Beaurifully lllustrated
¥ Ay
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FAIRVLAND OF SCIENCE .. $1 50 § The four books will be sent, postpaid,

MAKING OF THE EMPIRE.. 1 23 §t© 20 Place in Canada
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BETTER THAN EVER.

G wo"h [ea ue HE indefatigable Kpworth League Secretary, the
Rev. A. C. Crews, has given an immense amount
of time and labour in arranging the admirable
Reading Courses of the Epworth League. These

Rcading zourse courses have gone on enlarging in size and improving

e in quality year by year, That of the current year is the
STICRNES  Sish yet published. The catalogues of the publishing
trade of Great Britain and America have been ransacked

& 'or |898. 99 Q& for the most suitable books for this Course, Very many

volumes have been procured and carefully examined by

TARANANNAA A ~—~———— Secretary Crews, and then brought under the notice of

the Reading Course Committee, by whom they have
been examined in turn. The result is the splendid announcement that he is able to make for the current
year of four volumes, the regular price of which is $1.75, for the sum of $2.00, postpaid to any place in

Canada. These may well be announced as a “marvel of cheapness.” But cheapness has not been

consulted at the expense of merit, The printing and illustrations are of high-class character and the

binding firm and substantial.
The heroic story of the ** Making of the Empire " will stir the pulses of our young people and make
them realize to whatagoodly heritage they are born as su bjects of the mightiest empire the world ever saw
Miss Buckley's * Fairyland of Science " was selected after a careful examination of many works on

this subject as the one most, suitable as an introduction to this fascinating study,
**Week-Day Religion " w.
©haracter and guidance of life.
“Makers of Methodism ” is designed to present in brief space an account of the great Methodist
movement in Great Britain, the United States and Canada. W,
repared by Secretary Crews the following announcement :

The Making of the Empire,

as also selected from a large number as practical helps to formation of

© reprint from the admirable circular

It is as fascinaiing as a romance."—-Rgv, Dr
WALLACE, Victoria University.

“It is history vitalize Dr.
Principal Wesleyan College, Montreal.

“‘The Makers of Methodism" is peculiarly
adapted to Epworth Leaguers and to all the
young people of Methodism. In brief form it
gives an interesting picture of the heroic leaders
of early Methodism. The book bears the impress
of the ﬁlvmry genius of our gifted Dr. Withrow.
**The Makers of Methodism " should find hosts of
| readers beyond the Epworthian circle."—REv. DR.

J. Porrs, Seeretary of Edwcation.,

This book is approved also as one of the four
books of Epworth League Reading Course of the
United States.

The Fairyland of Science.
By Arabella B. Buckley. With seventy-two
illustrations, A popular introduction to the
Study of Science.

# is is an admirable attempt to place some of
| the most interesting and instructive facts of
| science before young people inan attractive form.”

-R VasH, PH.D., Professor of Seience
rsity, Toronto,

eek-Day Religion.
By Rev. J. R. Miller, D.D.

and five pages.
subjects.

By Arthur Temple, The Story of the British
Colonies all Round the World. Three hun- |
dred pages. With forty fine illustrations, |

“The hiﬂtorf' of the British Empire is to a very

large extent the history of the world.”—The Inde-
pendent,

The Ma of Methodism.,

By Rev. W. H. Withrow, D.D. Three hun-
dred pages and thirty-eight illustrations.
will give Methodist young people a wonder-
ful amount of interesting information con-
cerning the founders of their church

“' 1 wish to commend this work in the heartiest
manner possible. 1 could wish to see it in every |
home in our land, and read and re-read by all our

oung people, and the older ones, too."—REv. J. W, |

PARLING, D.D., President of Manitoba
ence,

“Dr. Withrow deserves, and no doubt will re-
ceive, the cordial thanks of the Methodist people
for writing a book so well adapted to meet a pre- | ;
sent want."—Rev. T. W, JOLLIFFE, President
Bay of Quinte Conference. |

“In Dr. Withrow's masterly style mighty men |
and women of old are made to pass before us in
such a realist i("]fllh)lilill ll hat n}:n‘ 8 -irl{: are kindled

ead. To circulate this book among our
will rendering a_service |ﬁ the | *Dr. Miller's hooks are characterized by fertilit;
V—REV. DR GRIFFITH, President Mont- | of ~p||rk[i||gIIlmls.'lll‘_lll'\'.(llll‘uml original ex;mu-
real Conference., tion, and apt illustration.”—Sword and Trowe, i

GENERAL SUGGESTIONS.—The best plan is for every reader to buy a set of books for him-
self, but where this cannot be done, two or more persons may forma cluband purchase a set between them.
“How to Organize «nd Conduct a Reading Circle " will be sent free of charge to all who apply for it
10 Rev. A. C. Crews, Weslay Buildings, Toronto, Ont.
.

SHAw,

onfer-

Three hundred
Strong chapters on practical
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Souvenir Free

TO FARMER'S WIFE OR DAUGHTER

L S S

%) E PRIZE the many kind things that
have been said of Souvenir Ranges
by the wives and daughters of
Canadian farmers. These stoves

are largely in use in the rural sections all over

Canada—and there, as elsewhere, have given

unqualified satisfaction.

Souvenir's Place in
the Farm Home

This stove has a dis

tinctive position on the farm.
There it is put to severest
tests, for in the farm home
good cooking is, probably,
more general than anywhere
else. Those who own these

stoves are able to tell of the

special advantages possessed
in the aerated oven—an ex-
clusive feature of Souvenirs.
They know its worth as a fuel-saver and the ease with which it is managed. We
purpose giving a Souvenir Range, complete, value $4o, for the best general descrip
tion of Souvenirs with aerated oven, written by a farmer’s wife or daughter—open
to none other. We will also give $115 in cash prizes for the first four best descrip-
tive essays on the Souvenirs and their work. These prizes are open to all classes.

We would like YOU to be one who would write in this essay contest. If, per-
chance, you do not own a Souvenir, your neighbor is almost sure to have one. In
any case, write us for booklet, telling specially the story of Souvenir Stoves, and
call on the local agent in your nearest town and have him give—as he will gladly do
a description of the special points of this wonderfully successful stove.

Circulars giving all particulars of contest free.

THE
GANNANS

o155 1 Pz | Gurney-Tilden Co.

ANY HAMILTON, CANADA.




