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25 CeNTs PEr YEAR

100,000 VOTERS.

——

A GREAT CAMPAIGN,

Last month wo laid before our readers
full details of the great plan nf campaign
that has been inaugurated to secure the
enrolment of ope hundred thousand
voters pledged to vote, at next general
election, only for men who will support
the oause of prohibition in the Dominion
Parlinment.

The enthusiastic reception that this
movement is receiving is very encourag-
ing. Lists of pledged men are already
.con':ing in, Letters of approval have
reached .us from eveay part of the
Dominion. County conventions are ul-
réady planned to push the work, and
unite the pledged workers for further

action.

Now is the time for action,
leaders are }nuking preparations for an
election that cannot be very far away.
‘I'he recent speeches of party advocates
only make more clear the determin-
ation to evade if possible the prohibition
Canada is full of earnest, loyal!

i
Political 1
|

]

issue, 1
devoted citizens who have lost all [
patience with the iudifference, or|

hostility of those who ought to be |
toremost in effort for the public welfare. (
Our only resource is the practical protest
of definite political action,

By a great majority the voling elector.

ate of the Dominion have declared
their desire to have the liquor traflic
prohibited. That traftic rallied to the
polls all the support that it could
coax or buy, yet it was beaten beyond
doubt or cavil, The Government that
invited the vote decides that the
patriotic majority is to be ignored, and
that the self-seeking minority must have
its way. All right-minded electors
should refuse to support any man who
will accept this shamefully unjust
decision,
"It is not practicable to make a hard
and fast rule lo govern the matter of
our protest in every locality. In some
places we may sccure the nomination
by one of tha political parties, of a man
who will oppose the Government policy
of ignoring the majority, and who will
do all he oan if elected to secure the
enactment of a prohibitory law. In
some cases it may be necessary to
nominate independent  oandidates,
because neither party will give us
man we can trust, We must be ready
for any emergenoy.

We can however prepare for the
_ fight. We can enrol our recruits. We

can hoist our flag. - We can make 1t

clear that there are thousands of earnest
men, who will oppose any :andidate
that will not oppose the Government's
do nothing policy.

We dare do no less than this, We
have fairly won a victory that entitles
us to effective legislation ugainst the
greatest evil that afflicts vur land—-
against the greatest peril that menaces
our individual and national welfare. No
right-loving citizen should support any
man who will join detying the
popular will in the interesta of this
fearful curse,

in

Let us unite in the simple and solemn
pledge that has been carefully framed.
Then the pledged men of every locality
can meet to consider their special
position and its possibilities, and to take
such action as will give fullest effect to.
their earnest determination to resist the
wrong that the Government and Parlia.

ment are now forcing upon them.

‘To every friend of right we earnestly
appeal. If you have not yet moved in
the matter ot the 100,000 voters league do
it now, If you want circulars or pledge
torms write the Alliance Secretury and
what you want will be sent you by the
first mail that can be caught. Do not
lose & moment. ‘The saloon-power must
be destroyed. ‘‘For God and Home
and Canada.” Work NOW.

SOME NOTES OF NEWS

ABOUT OUR CAUSE.

Many temperance rallies are taking
place during the present month, At its
opening the Ontario W.C.I.U. is meeting
in Guelph, The Dominion W, C, T, U.
meets at Halifax from November 10th
to November 14th.

As the result of an active campaign thie
number of licenses in St. Louis, one of
the suburbs of the City of Montreal, has
been cut down from 27 to ]2 The
license fee has also been increased.

A press despatch of October 30th states
that Allan Mclvor, a man of about 40
years of age, was carried while intoxica.
ted, into an outbuilding attached to one
of the hotels at froguois, Ont., and a few
minutes afterwards was found dead.

In the general election for the Swedish
Parliament which recently took place,
forty-four teetotalers were elected, fifteen
of them being members of the Goorl
Templar Order. Forty other members
of the Parliament are favorable to tem-
perance legislation.

The London News has recently been
renewing the charges made some time
ago about open sale of ligquor in camps
of militia instruction. It asserts that 1n
the camp of the London District the law
was openly and glaringly violated in the
presense of the Commander in Chief, and
practically challenges the Government
to investigste th.e charge.

The liquor dealers of Toronto have
been making themselves a laughingstock
for the public and showing how little

influence they really possess, through
their secretary, who has already dragged
them into many another predicament.
Mr. Dickie made up his mind that he
could secure the use of a room in the
new City Hall for the Association's
Annual Meeting. He simply learned
that there was not an slderman who
would moave in the Council to grant the
impertinent request.

The Forty-firat Annual Meeting of the
Scottish Perwissive Bill and ‘Temperance
Association was held in Glasgow, last
month, A lurge attendance of members
was present. The Secretary’s report
testified to the growth of temperance
sentiment in church, school, parliamnent,
press and the country, also referring to
the various political events affecting the
temperance question during the year.
Otticers were elected. The report ghowed
receipts and expenditures of about
220,(;00, with a substantial balance on

and.

‘The National W.C.T.U. of the United
States, closed its Twenty-sixth Annual
Convention on Uctober 25th, During its
sessions about forty persons were en-
rolled as life members. The State of
Indiana carried off the banner for largest
increase in membership during the year.
The retiring ofticers were re.elected.
Mrs. Lillian M. N, Stevens of Portland,
Me., remaining President, Mrs. Susanna
M. D. Fry, of Chicago, Corresponding
Secretary, Mrs. C. C. Hotfman, Kansas
City, Mo., Recording Secretary, and Mrs,
Helen M, Barker, Chicago, Treasurer.

There are few annual meetings of
greater interest than that of the United
Kingdom Alliance and few meetings of
that body have been of more importance
than that held on T'uesday, October 17th,
The report of the Royal Commission
which has recently concluded its labors,
was one of the most important matters
under consideration, ‘The annual report
also reviewed at much length the history
of the Plebiscite movement in Canada.
Sir Wilfrid Lawson, the veteran Presi.
dent took charge of the proceedings.
‘The feeling of the members, expressed
in strong resolutions, was practically
unanimously in favor of standing by the
Alliance position of accepting no com.
promise short of the granting to the
people of power to prohibit the liquor
traflic in their own neighborhood, and
standing firmly by total prohibition as
the only eftective remedy for intem-
perance. The meeting was attended
by & large number of prominent and
influential men famous for their stal.
wart adherance to the temperance
cause,

STARTLING FACTS.

An eminent specialist in disenses of
child: en has noted the progress of twelve
families with parents who were habitual
drinkers of alcholic drinke, and of twelve
families with total abstaining parents,
During the twelve years these families
were under his observation, in the twelve
first named there wer2 born 57 children,
of whom 25 died in the first week after
birth, 5 were idiots, 5 were dwarfs, 5
later became epileptics and Iater 1 had
chorea ending in idiocy,and 5 others were
motre or less deformed and unhealthy,
leaving only 11 of the 57 children to ar-
tive at maturity 12 a healthy condition
of body and mind. The twelve families
with temperate parents, during the same
period of timne were blessed with 61
ohildren, of whom only 6 died durin
the first week after birth, later 2 showe
inherited defects of the nervous system
leaving 83 of the 6} healthy in bod’{ an
mind. My own obeervations during s
oontinued period of sixty-two years of
medioal practice, fully corroborate thein.
ferences to be drawn from the foregoing
statements.-Dr. N. 8. Davis of Chivcago.

THE GAMP FIRE.
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READ CAREFULLY,

You need this paper. You will need
it more and more as the prohibition tight
gets hotter, and the 100,000 voters begin
to got in their work, Read ocarefully
what is said about it in column headed
“ [mportant” on page 4.

Although the price of the Caur Firr.
Twenty-five cents per year—is very
low, we have decided to make a special
offer of premiuns for subscriptions
received during the months of November
and December of the present year.

Subjoined is a list of premiums, ono of
which will be mailed Fikg, postage pre-
paid, to any one sending us before
January lst. 1900, the sum of Twenty-
five Cents for a new or renewal sub-
soription, The subseribor may select
any of the three he chooses.

Any one sending One Dollar foi
four subscriptions with four names, may
order one of the premiums to be sent to
each of the subscribers, and nay also
order an extra premium sent to himself
which will also go Free,

Any one sending Two Dollars with
eight names for eight subscriptions may
order for himself Two extra premiuma,
which will also be sent hiin Fres, besides
the premium to which the subseribers are
entitled.

Any one who will take tho trouble of
getting seven friends to join him in tak.
ing the Caxe Firr, may thus secure one
of the premiums for each of his friends,
and all three for himself,

There is no timo to lose. This offer
will be withdrawn at the end of Decem-
ber. New subsoribers heginning with
the December number, will be counte:d
a8 paid for the whole of tho year 1901,
They will thus get the Camp Fire
thirteon months, and premium selectedl,
for twenty-five cents.

LIST OF PREMIUMS.

No. 1. The People vs. The
Liquor Trafc. By Hon.J. B. Finch,
A splendid argument for prohition,
Neat paper covers, 240 puges. Prica
25 cents.

No. 2, Ten Nights in a Bar-
room. By T. S. Arthur. Complete
and unabridged, in good cleun type.
Paper cover. Every word of this greap
story. Price 25 cents,

No. 3. The Widder Doodle’s
Love Affair and other Stories.
By Josiah Allen's wife, and Famous
Dramatioc Recitations. Twe good
and attractive books, The first contains
fifteen complete stories, and the second
a fine collection of the best dramatic
selection from the best authors. Price
10 cents each.

Address
Tus Cane Firg,
52 Confederation Lite Building,

Toronto,
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THE FORM OF THE PLEDGE.

The form of electoral pledge adopted
by the Dominion Allisnce to be used in
the 100,000 voters campaign, is as follows:

We, the undersigned, promise that at
the next general election for the Domin-
ion Parliament, we will vote only for
such candidates as will agree to de all in
their power, it elected, to obtain the im-
mediate enactment of such legislation
as will secure the total prohibition of the
liquor tratlio in AT Least those provinces
and territories that gave inujorities for
prohibition in the plebiscite.

This pledge to be null and void unless
25,000 signatures to it is secured.

Sowme objection has been taken to this
pledge on the ground that the signing of
it will practically disfranchise electora in
those constituencies in which none of the
nominated candidates is favorable to
the temperance cause.

This will be the case. Heremn lies one
of the most valuable features of the
movement. ‘Lhe greatest political dif.
ficulty that prohibitionists have to cope
with is the difliculty ¢’ securing the
nomination of the right h.nd of men. If
the pledge were in any other form, if it
were so framed as to aliow electors to
vote under all circumatances, it would be
comparatively valueless. Both partics
would simply nominate liquorfavoring
candidates, knowing that as the result of
this course the prohibition question
would be eliminated from the contest.

1f the managers of a party know that
the nomination of & liquor-favoring
candidate will lose them material and
needed support they will hesitate about
making such & nomination. The pledge
movement, if rightly worked, will be
immensely valuable in its influence upon
nominations.

Moreover, pledged electors, anxious to
avoid being disfranchised as suggested,
will make an effort to secure the nowmin-
ation of candidates of the right kind, To
enable them to vote, they must in some
few cases nominate independent candi
dates.

The object of the pledge is not to keep

men from voting, but to have their votes

count for prohibition. Unless there isin
the field a candidate favorable to prohi.
bition, the pledged voters must take
such wise action as will secure for them
an opportunity to be counted on the
right side of this question. No less
binding form of pledge would accomplish
this result,

THE LIBERAL PARTY.

‘'here can be no justification of the
unfair treatment which the Dominion
Government representing the Liberal
party, has meted out to the prohibionists
of Canada.

It must be borne in mind that the
prohibition plebiscite was not promised
by the Liberal party simply as a method
of testing, from an independent stand.
point, the strength of public opinion
regarding prohibition,

The speeches made in connection with
the plebiscite promise assumed, and the
people were led to believe, that the
Liberal party desired to help the temp-
erance cause, and was ready to enact a
prohibitory Iaw if only evidence could
be secured that the public opinion
favored such action. Libera! lcaders
distinotly and definitely claimed that
their party was more friendly to the
temperance cause than was the Conserva.
tive party.

The Liberal party won in the last
general election on this policy, and with
this understanding. Thousands of temp-
erance men believed that if & plebiscite
were taken it would show a majority for
prohibition, and accepted the plebiscite
promise in the belief thas it thus opened
the way to what they desired. For this
reason many of them, who had been
Conservatives, renounced their former
party allegiance, and supported Sir
Wilfrid Laurier.

When the Plebiscite was granted, some
critics of the Liberal Government and
party, declared that its results would
not be fairly dealt with., ‘Tha temp-
erance nmen who had faith in the Liberal
party, repudiated what they termed a
slander. ‘They expressed their confi.
dence that the Government which had
taken the supposed step in advance,
would stand by its own action. They
avowed their faith in the people as to
the vote, and in the Government as to
'the result. When the vote was taken
y they still looked to the Govermment to
{ honorably carry out the implied contract.
| The result has been a bitter dis-
! appointment. Many earnest temperance
men feel themselves doubly {ooled,
They were nusled into supporting the
| Liberal party believing that that party
1 was ready to help the temperance cause,
| They were misled into working hard in
 the plebiscite campaignbelieving that the
victory they thus won would redound to
the beneafit of the cause for which they
were willing to sacrifice mucli,
| They began to see their mistake when
Cabinet Ministers went out campaigning
against the reform which the Govern
,ment was supposed to favor, and when
%in many places the machinery of the
Liberal party's organization was used n
the interests of the liquor traffic. Still
1 they had faith in Sir Wilfrid Laurier and
| the English-speaking Liberals. Al their
1 hopes were dashed to the ground when
they were coldly told that they had not
polled enough votes to warrant a fulfjl-
ment of their expectation, and the
Liberal lenders dropped the role of
iriends of prohibition, without even
expressing regret that they did not see
their way clear to fulfil the hopes which
they hiad raised, and by which they had
benefitted.

No doubt there are many members of
the Liberal party who are friendly to the
| temperanoe cause. [t may even be trye
that the liquor tratic has so far been
mainly opposed to the Liberal party

Nothing can alter the disheartening fi

that the Liberal leaders used the %en:?:
erance sentiment of the best class of
the Canadian electorate as a means of
obtaining power, and now treat that
sentiment with contemptuous indifter.
ence giving unjust preference to the
wishes of the liquor-favoring minority,

THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY.

— —

The Conservative party in Domin.
ion politics has no record of special ef-
fort to help the temperance cause. It
has however, up to the present no record
of any attempt to use the prohibition
sentiment of the community for partisan
purposes,

Consetvatives freely denounced the
plebiscite policy of the Liberals as &
scheme to hoodwink prokibitionists and
secure their votes. ‘I'hey have now an
opportunity to declare that their predic-
tions were right, that the temperance
people were duped. They are making
good use of the opportunity.

Conservative leaders are busy strongly
denouncing the failure of the Liberals to
deal justly with the prohibition question,
and are calling upon prohihitionists to
resent and punish that injustice by put.
ting the Liberals out of power.

As matters stand to-day the Liberal
party in Dominion politics has no claim
upon the support of those who favor pro-
hibition, Their conduct has merited the
punishment which the Conservatives
invite us to assist in inflicting.

Unfortunately there is &t present no
prospect that we can in any way promote
prohibition legislation by taking this
course, ‘I he Conservatives ask us to help
them to power, but they do not provase
to do anything for our cause when their
object has been secured. It is true that
they are not holding out any hopes that
are likely to mislead us. It is equally
true that we sra not likely to gsin any
by a change of Government, unless
we would strengthen our position, as
some people say we would, by ¢ teaching
the Liberals a lesson.”

Although the Conservative party is not
committed to the enactnient of prohibi-|
toty legi:lation by any professions of
favor for the temperance cause, or any
promise to be guided in 1ts action by the
plebiscite, that party is, equally with the
Liberal party, in duty bound to deal
with the temperance question on its
merits, and prohibitionists ask no more
than this.

‘the recognized evils that inevitably tol-
low the liquor tratfic, the rightness of the
policy of prohibition, the duty of govern.
ments to promote the public welfare, the
fuvor of the people for the proposed
reform, the results of the Provincial and
Doannion prohiuition plebiscites, are all
facts that ought to have equal weight
with statesmen of both political parties,
It the Conservauve leaders will accept
the responsibility of the duty which the
Liberal leaders hiave evaded, if they will
undertake to do what the men now
oflice ouglit to hiave done, 1t they will give
the public any reason at al! to believe
that their advent to power will ia any
way promote the temperauce cause, then
it will Le the duty ot prohibitionists to
do all they can to secure the triumph of
the Conservative party.

Prohibitiou-fuvoring Conservatives, at
last election, lelt their party and sup-
ported Sir Willrid Laurier, not simply
because their party deserved punishment
for its failure to promote temperatice
legislation, but because they hoped by
the sucrifice they made 1o help the
prohibition cause. 1t may be true that
temperance Liberals huve now more
reason for dissatistaction with their

purty leaders than Conservative prohibi.
tionists had in 1396, They have however,
no other inducement to change thew
party. Voung Conservative only means
punishing the Liberals, not helping the
temperance cause.

WHAT THEN?

‘The temperance cause will not be
abandoned. ‘The prohibition fight will

go on. The two hunured and seventy-

eight thousand men who voted prohibi-
tion in September last, will not give up
their fight aimply because party
politicians do not favor the reform for
which the people voted.

Members of Parlianient have a right to
their own opiniong, They must consult
their consciences as well as their consti-
tuents. Tosecure full and haonest repre-
sentation of public opinion in Parliament
it is therefore necessary that the consci-
entious conviction of the representative
shall coincide with the public opinion of
the constitueney., Responsibility for the
seouring of this condition rests upon the
constituents.,

The plebiscite has made it clear that
the prohibition electors far outnumber
their opponents is a great majority of
constituencies. [f these electors will
adopt the simple plan of supporting ounly
such parlismentary oandidates as are
also prohibitionists, the conscientious
convictions of a great majority of repre-
sentatives in the next Parliament will be
in harmony with the public opinion that
the plebiscite expressed.

A majority of conscientious prohibi-
tionists in Parliament will speedily
compel the enactment of a prohibitory
law whether party leaders do or do not
favor such enactment.

The prohibitionists have deliberately
resolved upon this policy. By it and
only by it they can win. It will involve
for many the sacrifice of party and
personal preferences. It will involve
the nomination and support of inde-
pendent candidates in some electorate
districts. It will involve in some cases,
voting for Conservatives by men who are
Liberais,and in others, voting for Liberals
by nien who are Conservatives.

We need not leave our political parties
unless the political parties drive us out.
We are with them if they respect the
voice of the people and nominate candi.
dates wlio will do their utmost if elected,
to have public opinion embodied in
legislation. It is our duty to work harder
than we ever work~d to secure the
election of such candidates.

On the ather hand it is equally the
duty of loyal prohibitionists to do all 1n
their power to prevent the nomination,
and to secure the defeat if nominated, ot
every candidate who will not agree, if
elected, to do all he can to oppose in
every legitimate way, the Government's
hostile, do-nothing policy in relation to
the temperance question.

A GREAT BOOK.

During the year of the Ontario Pro-
vincial Plebiscite there was published o
magazine entitled THE VANGUARD.
filled from month to month with the
best obtainable statistics and other state.
ments relating to the liquor question and
the prohibition movements, and forcible
arguments prepared by the best posted
writers on the subject named.

Eleven number were issued. They
wate bound together and carefully index.
ed making a splendid magazine of
material for speakers and workers. A
few copies are still left and will be sold
to the first applicants for Firey CrNts
each.

This volume of the Vanguard centains
680 pages. It is well bound in neat cloth
boards, and is fairly packed full of just
the kind of information that prohibition
advocates desire to possess. Its articles
discuss every phuse of the temperance
question, and are acourate and reliable.
Only a few persons can be supplied,
First come, first served.

Address.
52 Confederation Life Building,

‘Toronto.
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A SKELETON IN THE CUPBOARD.

‘Fhere's a skeleton in the cupbonrd,
Mister Bill;

1 can see him peering out

hrough the rags that hang about ;

Yes, ho's there, without a donbt,
Mister Bill.

There's a skeleton in the cupboard,
Mister Bill; '

And it's causing heaps of strife,

Bringingsorrow to your w.fe,

Blighting, cursing your own life,
Mister Bill.

'heve's a skeleton in the cupboard,
Mister Bill;

All the children cry for bread,

Your home-coming they all dread,

And they wish that they were dead,
Mister Bill

I'here’s a skeleton in the cupboasd,
Mister Bill;

All your furniture is sold,

After swallowing your gold—

see, it's left you in the cold,
Mister Bill.

There's & skeleton in the cupboard,
Mister Bill;

Landlord says you pay no rent,

‘I'o the workhouse you'll be sent,

Foron oustin%you he's bent,
Mister Bill.

I'here’s a skeleton in the cupboard,
Mister Bill;

*l'was & sorry day for you

\When you took that glass or two:

Didn’t think ’twould you undo,
Mister Bill.

There's & skeleton in the cupboard,
Mister Bill;

You must twist his neck somehow,

And you had better do it now,

urhe’ll be your death, [ trow,
Mister Bill.

There’s a skeleton in the cupboard,
Mister Bill ;
Ask the Lord to give you power
Drink to conquer just thin hour,
Yer the skeleton to tower,
Mister Bill.

With no skeleton in the cupboard,
Mister Bill;

You can pay you way, you know ;

iespected be where'er you go,

Wife and children happy grow,
Mister Bill.

Now ['ve given you good advice,
Mister Bi¥l. 8
And I hope you'll chuck him out
Neck and crop ; completely rout
Jmton beer and London stout,
Mister Bill.
— IV, Bovan in War Cry.

THE MYSTERY OF SANDYCREEK,

By rar Rev. F, Docken,

‘The Tolmarshes were regarded by the
people of the little village of Fairfield as
a bad lot. They were not far wrong in
the unfavorable judgment for the inherit.
ed vices of generations seemed to run in
the blood of successive members of the
family.

At one time the Tolinarshes had been
a family of importance in the county, and
the effigies of some of them lay locked in
stony trance in the ancient parish church.

Little property remained for the last
heir, young Howard, to inherit, for the
splendid estate had been lost by gamb-
lmgr and drinking,

. Unfortunately young Howard Tolmarsh
inherited the family vices, and was a
notorious drunkard,

A great moral and spiritual change
passed over him, however, largely owing
to the influence which the squire's
beautiful daughter, Kate, had exerted
upon him,

A Gospel Temperance mission had
been held in Fairfield, and Miss Barrow-
dale had taken a leading part in it, visit-
ing the people and giving invitations, as
well as singing solos in the tent erected
on the village green, in which the meet-
ings had been held. )

She had a slight scquaintance with
young Tolmarsh, and she pressed him to
attend,

“Are you going to sing, Miss Barrow-
dale ?" Tolmarsh asked laughingly.

She intimated that she was.

¢Oh, then I'll come.”

Tolmarsh went to the meeting, and toWw

from that night he was a changed man.
He became an enthusiast in religious and

Temperance work, and joined with Kate
in her eftorts to reolsin her neigbours,

By-and-bye there grew up between
them a strong human intorest, which in
course of time became something
stronger. ‘l'olmarsh feated to declare
his love for the saquire’s beautiful
daughter, for what had he to offer her?

And yet, somchow, he did doclare his
love, and to his joy found it was recipro.
cated by Kate,

‘'hen, in cooler moments, ho folt as if
he had taken a menn advantage of her.

At length he determined, as an honor-
able man, to acquaint Squire Barrowdale
of his affections for his daughter, and
the fact that she had accepted his suit.
ffe felt that his religion demanded such
an honorable course of action,

Accordingly, he visited Kate's father,
and made a clean broast of the whole
mattes.

fquire Barrowdale had very little
sympathy for his daughter's religion, and
while he did not preveni her taking an
active part in the revival that was going
on in the village, he regarded it with
very little favor. The squire held shares
in a large brewery concern, which was
the real cause of his opposition,

He had heard of young Tolmarsh's
conversion, and he exclaimed, coldly—

%111 give him & month, It won't last.”

When the youngman approached him
with his story of his love for his
daughter, Barrowdale received
coldy.

“ What have you to offermy daughter
Mr. Tolmarsh?” he asked.

« Nothing, sir,” was the candid reply;
“but I can work.”

“And you think it the part of an
honorable man to encourage the affestion
of an inexperienced girl, sir?” demanded
Mr. Barrowdale. .

¢ You are right sir," replied Tolmarsh,
his eyes fixed in the ground. *1 ought
not to have harboured such a thought,
considering what my past has been,’
and something like & sob escaped his
quivering lips. .
#] have not usually found that fanatical
teetotalers are strong on the point of

him

' honor,” sneered the old man,

“ Will you grant me a favor, sir?"” Tol.
marsh asked, *If 1 should be able to win
a pasition worthy of your daughter, will
you then grant me your daughters hand?”

Despite thia conl exterior the squire
had a great love for his child, and he
would not willingly give her pain, so he
replied, after some time of silence—

“1f such a thing would be conducive
to my child’s happiness 1 do not say I
would consider my present decision.”

‘Folmarsh was gla:d even of this conces-
sion, though he felt how reluctant the
very people who had pulled him down
by their interest in the drink tratHe wery
to help him rise when he was tired of
the swino trough. . .

Soon after the interview with the
squire, Tolmarsh set sail fo Australi, in
the hope of winning a competency there.

Fortune smiled upon him, and in
about six years he was able to return and
claim the hand of Kate.

He returned home an even wmore man-
ly man than when he had left the old
couantry, und the possessor of substantial
wealth. .

The means by which he had made his
fortune so quickly were eusy enough of
explanation, . o

He had entered into partnership with
an old settler in the gold fields, in West-
ern Australia, and they had purchased a
claim aud dug for gold. .

For five weary years they had toiled
hard, and the claim had yieled little or
nothing. ‘Thon came a strange expert-
ence. Tolmarsh’s partner, an old man
named Peter Peurson, nysteriously
disappeared from the workings.

"Folmarsh who appeared to have be-
come deeply attached to him, made
diligent search for him, ail to no purpase.

He had disuppenred as mysteriously as
if he had melted into vapour,

Time went on, and Tolmarsh continued
to work the claim, and almost immedi.
ately after the old man's disappearance
the mine began to yield a splendid out-

ut. [t was evident that thé\young man
gud atruck a rich vein.

Tolmarsh's fortune seemed doubled,
for only & little whilo before his disap-
pearance Peters, who had no relations,
iind given his companion the sole right
to his claim in the event of his death.

‘Tolarsh went on working, and maing

inquiries amongst the men of the oMup
mqui‘\:: he exggreued himself as eager
to find his old companion. It was s
moment of sweetest rapture when Kate

groeted hior lover with tho love light of
her aweet smilo, and the contidence that
nothing could now soparato them from
ench other,

Her father could not go back upon his
word, for [foward Tolmarsh had moro
than fulfilled the stipulations he had
la.d down for winning his daughter's
hand. Six years of honest toil proved
that he had sloughed off the old habits,
and was ostablishad in a new life, while
he had also earned a competency.
So he freely gave his consent to his
daughter's union with this representative
of what had onco been u respectable
familf.

Only a faw days remained before the
haypy event would be consummated.
Harold was busy engaged in making gre-
parations, and he and his betrothed had
driven over to a town some few miles
distance from Fairfield.

On the way Katc remarked upon &
vehicle which she had noticed following
that 1 which they rode, but keeping
all along the rode at an even distance
from them.

The dog-oart contained two men, and
as Tolmarsh turned to look at them he
remarked, casually, ¢! have no idea who
they may be, but 1 have lately noticed
either one or the other of them about
the village. Fairfield doesn’t otten have
visitors, but these gentlemen, I believe,
have taken up their quarters at the
hotel.

‘Tolmarsh thought no more about the
matter, and they returned to his
tiancee’s home,

Kate had slighted {rom tho dog-cart,
and had gone into the house, while Tol-
marsh was giving directions to the groom.
At that moment the two gentlemen,
whom ‘l'olmarsh had seen following them,
stepped up to him, and one of them, lsy-
ing his hand on his arm, ssid—*1 hold a
warrant for your arrest, [loward
‘Tolmarsh.”

Tolinarsh looked at him incredulously,
and exclaimed—*“ A warrant for my
arrest, my man. You ave mistaken !

¢ No, hore it is!” answered the man
doggedly, at the same time presenting
the document whioch he commenced to
read. The purport ot it was that he,
Howard Tolmarsh, was charged with
baving murdered one Peter Pearson on
or about September |8, 18—, at Sandy-
creek, South Australia.

“ Murdered Peter Pearson!" exolaimed
Howard, with & mocking laugh, and was
about to say more when the officers of the
luw adminstered the usual caution that
what he said might be used in evidence
against him.

‘T'he firat feeling of the bewildered man
wus one of indignation, but he saw that
was useless, and so he requested that he
might be permitted to sotten the blow for
Kate by sending her word that urgent
business would detain him for n time,
and 80 he sent a message to her to that
etfect by the groom.

‘lolinarsh was at once driven to the
county town some few miles distant, and
lodged in prison, previous to his removal
to Australia {or trial.

‘I'he young man was confident of easily
clearing himself from the suspicion that
rested upon him.

Squire Buarrowdale visited him in

prisun, at his request, and listene:l to!

the churge against him,

* And you say that Pearson left you
Lis share of the cluim in the event of his
death 2"

‘Iolinarsh assented,

“Singular!” said the old gentleman.
“ A most unfortunate coincidence ! "

“ But you don’t suspect me of having
committed this—this devilish crime, do
you, sir?" demanded Tolmarsh, hotly,
und the indignunt blood mounted to his
brows.

“ [ was not aware of having said that I
suspected you of anything, Mr, Tolmarsh,”
answered the old man, coluly. +Qaly,
in the case of your being put upon your
trisl, it would supply a motive far such a
crime ; ” and the squire turned his cold,
searching grey eyes full upon the yoyng
wman's face, “

“Good heavens!” exclaimed Tolmanth,
leaping o his feet., ‘I thought the
story was too impossible for anyone to
believe, ldast ot all you, sir.”

Mr. Barrowdale was.g peuuw
believe that ‘lolmarsh guijpyr’ He
called himself a fool forJm¥g permitted
himselt to believe in the young man’s
refoffition,

% Nd, no,” he oxolaimed, *‘such & man
cannot reform. Can the leopard change
its spots?"

# My child," he said to his daughter,

1namé?¥

“forget him, Ho has bagely beteaved
you,” and the broken hearted girl bowed
fier hond in anguish,’

“Bat, papn,” she murmured, *the
court of Inw has not convicted him. May
he not bo innocent? [ know him as you
do not, nud his very tones woro sincerity
itself,

% Child," said the old man, sternly,
“you do not know how black tho world
can be, nor how the devil can transform
himself into an angel of light. You are
innocent of its sins,”

Kate was not permitied to see lier
lover again, and he was taken to Austra-
lin for trial. The result of the trial of
‘Tolmarsh, on suspicion of having murder-
ed Pearson, was not of a satisfactory
character,

The jury did not feel the evidence
strong enough for & conviction, though
they had little moral doubt but what he
had comaitted the murder.

There were one or two links misting in
tho chain of evidence, but the general
verdiot of the people was that, if ever a
man richly deserved hanging, Tolmarsh
did, and he had only escaped by the
devil's good fortune that seemod to have
come to his help, as it used to be believed
good fortune came to & man who had
sold hiwmself to the devil.

After the trial Tolmarsh escaped as far
as possible from the haunts of Ei» fellow
men, and he went into the bush to live
its wild life,

Still, the reformation had been so
thorough that though all seemed lost to
him he did not roturn to his old evil
habits.

One day a stranger came into the camp
in which Tolmarsh was living. ‘l'olmarsh
umurt from the rest of the fellows, in
moody silence, and the men were group-
ed round thecamp fire, talking together.

Suddenly a word fell on the young
man's ears, recalling him to himselt.
The stranger was saying: “That S8andy-
creek affair was about the biggest mystery
I ever knew, But it’s cleared up.”

Kvery other sense in Tolmarsh's being
was lost in that of hearing.

“Yes,” the stranger went on, “they
have discovered Pearson’s body, and it
is proved he died a perfeotly natural
death; he wasn't murdered at all, It's
this way. It seems Pearson had been
subject to a sort of epileptic fits, and he
lost himeelf at times, and so0 he seems to
have wandered into the bush, which, you
know, was close to Sandycreek, and
heaven help the mar that wanders into
the bush, even with his seven senses, let
alone when he is half daft. ‘I'hey’ve
identified the body by his watch and
some papers on his clothes, and now
they want the chap that was said to have
murdered him, Paoor fellow, they're full
of pity for himn now, though it's precious
little ho got when he was sugpected of
the murder, But that's about the way
of the world. [t's a wonder they didn’t
hang him. 1've been told by some of the
fellows that were on the jury that they
were within an ace of doing so, thes case
looked z0 blak against him."”

Tolmarsh emerged from the shadows
in which he had been hidden, and stood
in the light of the fire, his whole frame
vibrating with excitement.

“Tell me what you know, man, he
whispered, in a thick voice, and the men
half rose from their seats, thinking that
‘Tolmarsh was suddenly bereft of his
senses, for his aspect was like that of
man who had lost his reason.

The inan again related the story,

“1 am Tolmarsh,” that gentleman
exclaimed, when the stranger had
finished.

“You're lolmarsh!” answered the
stranger, “Then I'm in luck’s way, friend,
for there's a reward of £500 on you.
"Tain’t exactly like that on the head of
Tim Kelly, the outlaw ; but it's offered
by a gentleman in Englegd—1 forget his
namée-for any body that can give infor-
mation concerning you, But thers it is,
and he drew from his pocket a gicasy
cuttjng from & newspaper.” * Barrowdale,
that's 1t; do gou know anybody of that

‘Tolmarsh sat down overpowered with
emotiomy and ,g’ha_‘d-!ike a child for
answer,

dix h after the wedding bells in
»the" tower of Fairfleld Parish Church
were ringing with delicious joy, and the
mystery of Sandycresk had cleared up.
amidss the light of bridal festivities, and
Howard Tolmarsh never regretted that
by the help of God he had been able to
keep true to his Temperance pleilge
through all the dark days of trial,

—dliance News.




THE CAMP FIRE.

A SPLENDID WORK.

Fhe results of the work of the British
Army Temperance Association for the
your ending March 1899, as just pub.
hished, constitute a remarkable endorse.
ment ot the principle of total abstinence,
'he Yorkshire Post summarizes and
comments upon the record in the fol-
lowing terms :—

“ Lord Roberts was evidently acting
with wisdom and discretion when he
decided some years ago to do what he
coultl to make the Army Temperance
Assaciation & success. ‘The ofticials of
the aseaciation are rejoicing over the
recently completed report for 1898.99,
which is sutisfactory all round. The
membership in March, 1808, was 20,364
while the total for March, 1899 stood
nt 22,289

“A complete list, numbering 1,995
names, is given of soldiers who kept
the pledge inviolate during the north.
western frontier and Tirah campaigns,
Uf the Gordon Highlanders who so
highly distinguished themselves, no few-
er than 227 were strict teetotalers.”

“ But the more important statistics
are those supplied by the courtesy of
the Adjutant-General of India. They
are calculated to show how the mem-
bers of the nassociation compare with
tha other members of the army. Of
the couvictions by court martial, 77, or
4.12 per 1,000, are accredited to mem-
bers, and 1,777, or 36.38 per 1,000, to
non members, Summary punishment
for insubordination 741, or 39.90 per
1,000, are accrerlited to memnbets, and
4,500, or 43,22 per 1,000 to non-members.

These figures seem to bear out the
contention of the Duke of Connaught
and Lord Wolseley that the work of the
association tends to the diminution of
crune, and therefore is to be welcomed
as a great help to the army.”

A FEARFUL RECORD.

lhe Department of Labor at Washing-
ton has recently issued a bullelin (No. 24),
edited by Commissioner Carroll D. Wright
10 which statisucs are given of the police
arrests in all our cities of 30,000 and
upwards, The statistics for the most
part are for the police year 1895,

They are 140 cities in the country
having the required population, and 1he
record of which 18 given in the compi-
lation.

According to the figures, there were
294,520 people arrested for drunkenness
in these cities nlone—almost ten times
48 Iuny men as now comprise our army
in the Philippines.

This crop of drunkards, from these 140
cities alone, would make up five armies
each ns lurge as the combined British
aned Boer forces in South Africa.

If this great arny of drunkards were
marshalled for a parade, marching
twenty abreast, it wouid require four and
one-hult days, marching ten hours a day
for them to pass a given point. And
these drunks do not include the arrests
tor ** disorderly conduct,” *“assault” and
# dozen other offonces which grow out of
the legalized rum business. ‘The total
arrests for all causes in these cities was
915,167, Counting the moderate estimate
ol three-fourths of these as Leing the
victims of the lawful saloons, it would
require more than a week's marching,
twenty abreast for the great procession
to stagger past a reviewing stand—and
the rum product of only 14V cities heard
from.— Voice Correspondence,

WISE WORDS OF A WISE MAN,

Unfortunately there are many worthy,
representative people who encourage
the liquor trade. But call to your minds
the reforms which have blessed mankind,
and you will find that at some time dur-
ing their progress they encountered the
opposition of good people, The respect-
able, %e 1 conservative people have
often been the chief bulwark of great
public wrongs. What we call the upper
classes wre seldom the backbone of a re-
form, They are usually the last to come
to its support. It is due them tu S8y,
however, that when they come their
influence, wealth and respectability hel

reform. But it is well to keep in mind
that the great and the respectable wre
often hostile or indifferent to wise and
just movemen's,

Itis no ar ment against any reform
that it mak  headway slowly smong the
ruling cla: ». No matter what the

to give success and permanence to thg ﬁ:tcbed Slothes a/ways,

leadors of the people may say or do; uo
matter what law or usage may sunotion —
every custom and every trade must be
judged by its power to help or hurt the
peoplo as & whole. By this test the
drink custom and the drink trade are
wrong., ‘This is our authority for total
abstinence and prohibition,

‘those who say prohibition is an
attempt to coerce men to sobriety, or to
reform them by law, misconceive entirely
the scope of prohibition. Righteous
logislation undoubtedly oreates un en.
vironment conducive to the moral
improvement of individuals, but the
primary purpose of prohibition is not to
Brevent them from injuring themselves,

ut to prevent them from injuring others,

If the effects of drinking and selling
were confined to those who drink and
sell there would be no prohibitory laws,
It is because these effects go beyond the
drinker and the seller, inflicting horrible
sufferings upon innocent persons and
producing public calamities of wide
spread extent, that (ixrol\ibition is justifi-
able. On this broad ground the battle
must be fought.

The battle must be fought to a finish
in politics, When we cousider the
relations of the individual to the drink,
that is temperance; but when we con-
sider the relations of the government to
the drink trade, that is politics. Pro.
hibition is a political issue and involves
a radical change in party lines,.— V. B.
Cushing wn Kentucky Star.

MODERATION.

Moderation is the ploughing, planting
cultivating process, excess is merely the
truitage. A brewer candidate some
years ago claimed our vote because he
was just ns temperate as we were in
habits. We felt then, and we feel now
that the most degraded drunkard is less
guilty before God, and more worthy of
honor and esteem, than the man who
thrives upon the drunkard's degrada-
tion, or the citizen who consents and
lends legal sanction to the process,

‘The rum shop, the outlet for the dis-
tillery and the brewery, is the proxi-
niate occasion for all men to drink, and
drinking is the proximate occasion of
drunkenness for the majority of men
The gilded bar-room is demanded and
sustained by the moderationist with the
assent or coquettish remonstrances of
the churches. ‘There could be no ex-
cess without moderation.

Jt does seem to us like obscuring the
issue to say that excess shortens the
average of life, when insurance statistics
fasten the crime upon moderation, and
physiciaus of the highest eminence say
that “one of the commonest things in
society is, that people are injured by
drink without being drunkards,” or that
“ Health is always in some way injured
by it, benefited never ; or that seventy
per cent.,, or more, of patients in lon-
don, Eng., Halifax, N.S,, and Montreal
hospitais owe their ill-health to alcohol
and not to ‘“the excessive use.”

It is estimated that there are about
1,800,000 drunkards in the world The
licensed bar-room sells to them, and
can be relied upon to kill them in ten
years, If they had no successors drunk-
enniess would cease. ‘The moderation-
ists at the end of ten years will have
furnished another 1,800,000 of suicides,
of beings withk body, mind and soul
wrecked.— Forward.

THE RED FROCK.

Never shall I forget that cold Noven-
ber night. The wind whistled through
the glittering boughs of the bending
trees, and searched for access in every
orevice of our little cottags, I sat be-
fore & poor fire, just finishing a bright
little dreas I had been making over for
little Molly from one some kin lady had
given me & few days before. Those tiny
yellow stars on the red ground—I see
them now. It was to be the prettiest
frock Molly ever had, and I could
hardly wait till morning to ses how she
would look in it—bright and sweet, as I
:lw:gs wanted my children to look, in-
stead of wandering around in dull, faded
Johnnie sat by
o cradle asleep over his book ; and Tom
was trying to work out hus arithmetic
lesson alone. Some potatoesin a covered
dish stood by the teapot before the fire;
and, when tired of waiting, the door at
last burst oﬁen. 1 knew the unsteady
step. The children drew up together in

1 One corner, and their lather staggered up

to me, eaying, “ Why do you keep on
sowing? where's my supper?” And
snatching the little red chintz frock fromn
my hand, he threw it, with a mockin
laugh, into the fire, With a angry wor
of impatience, I caught it in time to have
saved it, when it was thrust back into
the flames, and I was pushed out from
the door into the dark night.

‘Too proud to go to a neighbor's house,

[ walked on in the darknesss until I
reached the old maple, & few rods from
my home, and there I knelt and offered
up a fervent prayer to One who sees all
and knows all the miseries of earth, Well
for us there is an eye that never sleeps,
an ear ever ready for the prayer of the
destitute. How long [ pleaded and
wrestled for strength 1 do not know;
but peace came into my heart—a strange
feeling, something above me and yet of
and within me, I had yielded my heart
and will in that hour, for the first time,
to my Father in heaven. I could testify
to His power over mortal grief as I stole
back to the house. I looked in at the
window. My husband lay asleep on the
floor. I orept in. Molly had not waked ;
the boys had gone to bed, and I followed
t}xem, and strangely enough, went to
sleep.
% Where's Molly's new dress?" asked
Johnnie next morning, before his father
had gone out 1o his work. A shght shake
of the head, to command silence, was not
enough. ¢“Did you get it done?" John-
nie asked.

“ Molly want pretty red frock,"” put in
the little curly head, who slept through
that and many a previous trouble,

‘It isn't ready for you yet,” I said ina
hurried, choking voice, with a stolen
glance to see if my husband had noticed
the conversation.

His cheek was crimson. He remem-
bered some of the incidents of last even-
ing, then how much I could not tell, but
he left with a more tender word of good-
by than for many a day before.

When he came home that night he
told me he had signed the pledge. A
gentleman had met him that duy and
had a long earned talk with him, he said,
and wanted his name on the pledge. “[
put it down at last, in a bold round hand;
but it wasn't his eloquence, Molly; it
was last night's horrid work.”

It was a long time since I had seen such
a resolute look on John’s face. But the
news was great and sudden. I knew the
pledge alone wouldt't suve him, and {
burst into tears..

“Don’t you bhelieve me, Molly ?” he
said.  “['ve done it, and Il keep it."”

I don't know what I said, but I knelt
down, and he knelt by me ; and I pray-
ed as earnestly as [ did the night before
under the iov maple tree; and he wept
as well as i that night., For three
months he kept his pledge, resisting a
great temptation. Yes, the men who
had been “hail tellow” in his misery
now beset him and tried every art to win
him to his old haunts again. If I should
read this to some one else, I might say
it was overdrawn, but it was too true.
One night he yielded. I heard his old
unsettiled step, and voices with him, and
when he was brought in [ felt undone,
Then I asked for faith, such faith as [
aad in that tirst forsaken prayer; it took
more faith to bring peace now, but it
came, [ cared for him tenderly that
long, bitter night. The next day he
loocked the most desolate, forlorn,
wretched of men. At night 1 waited for
him with a trembling heart. But no
step came, either to bring hope or des.
pair. At midnigt I fell asleep over the
weary watch. At daybreak he had not
come.

Days passed, and then weeks. I quiet.
ed my childred, fed them, did what [
could to comfort them, and left the rest
with God. At last there came a letter.
He had got us & new home in a place
where no liquor wassold. He had work,
and had not tasted any spirits since he
left home. 1 r.nted the brown cotage,
for we owned it, and went to my hus-
band. He had a neat little house ready
for us on the border of a lake, just out
of & pleasant town.

“1 could not live,” he said, ¢ where 1
was subject daily to temptations. For
your sake I was not too proud to own it
—but I could not run from the tempter,
You will bless God, with me, that there
are gl:ces to be found where no license
own be had to send men to perdition.”

The story is & true, Molly is teaching
the village school, and does not know
the story of the little red frock—the
turning point of her life.—Mrs. J. P,
Ballard in the Nat. Tem. Advocate.

IMPORTANT.

Tonroxro, 1880,
DeAR FRIEND,—

You are respectfully requested to
carefully examine The Camp Fire,
a neat four-page monthly Prohibition
paper, full of bright, pointed, con-
venient facts and arguments ; contain-
ing also a valuable summary of the
latest news about our cause, It is just
what is needed to inspire workers
and make votes.

The victory won last year was
only the opening of a campaign in
which the liquor traffic will do its
utmost to block, delay, and if possibie
prevent our securing the enactment
and enforcement of prohibitory law.
we have plenty of hard fighting ahead
of us, We must keep posted and
equipped, knowing all that is being
done by our friends and foes, and
sophistry and misrepresentation that
will be advanced.

The Camp Fire willbeoneof the
best aids you can have in the struggle.
It will contain nothing but what you
need. Every number ought to be
preserved. You cannot afford to be
without it, and the subsacription price
is only nominal, Twenty-five cents
por year.

‘While a necessity to every prohibi-
tion worker the The Camp Fire will
also be of special value for distribution.
Literature won the plebiscite victory.
We must keep up the educating work.
Printed matter tells. 1t does its work
continuously, silently, fearlessly and
No form of literature is so generally
read and so potential as the up-to-date
periodical. It comes with the force
and interest of newness and life. For
this reason the form of a monthly
journal has been selected.

This journal will be in every respect
reliable and readable. Every article
will be short, good and forcible, con-
taining nothing sectional, sectarian or
partizan. The literature of the old
world and the new world will be
ramsacked for the most helpful and
effective material. The price is very
low.

Such literature will convince many
a man whom his neighbors cannot
convince. It will talk to him quietly,
in hisown home, in hisleisure moments,
when he can listen uninterruptedly,
when he cannot talk back and when
the personality of the talker cannot
interfere with the effect of the talk.

It will ply bim with facts, arguments:
and appeals, that will influence,
mstruct and benefit him. It will set
him thinking. This is half the battle.
Its wide circulation will swell the-
victory that we are about to win. This
is its object.

Your help isasked in thisgreat work..
Every society should subscribe for ands
distribute hundreds of copies. This is.
the easiest and surest plan of making:
prohibition votes. Look at theterms =

Twenty oopies will be sent
to any one address every
month for six moaths, for ONE
DOLLAR, payable in advance:

On no other plan can a small invest-
ment be made to produce so much of
educative result. One hundred and
twenty copies may be placed in as
many homes, and have more than
HALF A THOUSAND readers. Onedollar
will cover this placing of the claims of
our cause before five hundred people.
Ten dollars may reach FIVE THOUS-
AND. WILL YOU HXLP US P

Address,
F. 8. SPENCE,

51 Confederation Life Bailding,
Toron o



