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THE CANADIAN BROTHERS;

THE PROPHECY FULFILLED.

CHAPTERI.

'A FFw days after the adventure ýMi1eýýin ojir la.st cliap-
y -W

ter, the Arnerican party, consistiný, of Major and Miss Mont-
omerie, ghters of the Govertior, with theirCr and the daug

attendants, embarked in the schooner, to the command of
which Gera:ld had been promoted. The -destination of the

wholé was the American port of Buffalo, situate at the fur-
ther extremi ty of the lake, nearly opposite to the fort of

Erie ; and thither our hero, pèrÉectly recovêred from the ef-
fectuf his accident, received instructions to repair without

loss of time- land his charge, and immediately rejoin the flo-
tilla at Arnherstburg.

However pleasing the first, the latter part of the order was
by no means so strictly in, consonance with the views and
feelings of the new commander, as might have been expect-
ed from. a youna- and enterprising spirit ; but he justified his
absence of zeal to himself, in the fact that there was no po-
sitive service to perfom ; no dnty in which he could have
an opportunity of signalizing himself3 or renderina- a benefit
to his country.
-14 however., the limited period allotted foi the execution

of Iiis duty, was a source of much disappointment to Gerald,
such -was not the effect proauéed by it on 1ýs brother, to

whoin it gave promise of a speed' termination of an attach-y
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ment, which he had all aloncr regarded with dîsapprobation,
and a concern amounting: almost to, dread. We have seen that
Henry Grantham., -on the occasion of býs brotherls disaster at
the pie-nie., had been wound up intoan enthùsiasm of grati-
tude., whieh had nearly weaned him from his original aver-
sion; but this feeling had not outlivedýthe day on which the
occurrence took place. Nay, on the very next morning, he
had had a long private conversation with Gerald, in regard
to Miss Montgomerie, which., ending as it did, in a partial
coolness, had tended to nàke him dislike the person who had

cau.3ed it still more. It was, therefore., not without secret de-
ght that ha overheard,-the order for the instant return of

the schooner., which., altholigh, conveyed by the Commodore
in the mildest manner, was yet so firm, and decided as to ad-
mit neither of doubt nor dispute. While the dangerous
American continued a resident at Detroit.,'there was èvery
ireason to féar that the attachment of his infatuated brother,,
fed by opportunity, would lead him to the commission of some

irrevocable, act of imprudene; whvreas, on the contrary,
when she had departed3 thtý was every probability that con-

tinùM absenceý added to the stirring incidents of war, which
might be expected shortly to, ensue., would prove effectual in
restorinS the tone of Gerald's mind. There was, consequently.,

much to please hitn in' the order for departure. Miss
Montgomerieonce landed within theAmerican lines., and.his brother returued to hiir duty, t e anxiouà l * s soldier bad no

doubt that -the feelings of the latter would resume their wont-
ed channel, and that, in his deBire te render himself worthy
of gloryl, to whom he had been-originally devoted, he woüld
forget,, at least after a season, all that wasconnected with-
lovee

It was a beautiful autumnal morning, when the schoonér
weighed anchor from. Detroit. Several of the officers of the
garrison had accompanied the ladiew on board,, and havino»

made fast their sailing ýoat to the stern, loitered on-deck with
the intention of descending- the river a few miles, and theu
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beating up against the currènt. The ýWhoIe party were thus
assembled conversinc; together and watching the movements3 ZD -
-of th-e sailors, when a boat, in wbich were several Ërmed
men encirclinS*a huge raw-boned individual, habited in the
fashion of an American backwoo&qman., approached the ves-

seL This was no other than the traitor D'esborono,h, whe, it
will be recellected, was detainéd and confined in prison at
the surrender of Detroit. ' He had been put upon his trial for,
the murder of Major Grantha% but had been ac uitted
througli want of evidence to convict, his- oivn original ad-
mission beincr negatived by a subsequent declaration thàt he
had only made it throuo,h a spirit ýof bravado and revenge.
Stillýkas the charges of desertion and treason had been sub-

stantiate agenst him, he was, by order of the Commandât
of Amherstburg, destined for Fort Erie, in the schooner con-
veying the American party to Buffalo, with a viýw to his

beina- sent on to the Lower Province, there to beoifisposed of
as the General Commandin& in Chief should deem fit.

The mien of the settler, as he now stepped over the ves-
sells side, partook of the mingled cunning and férocity br
which he had formerly been distinguished. While prepara-

tions were beincr made for his reception and security below
deck, he, bent his sinister, yet bold, o,Iance on e ach of the little

group in succession, as if he would have read in tÈeir coun-
tenances the probable fate that awaited himself. The last

who feR under his scrutiny was Miss Montgomerie, on whom*
his eye had scarcely rested., when the insolent indiffièrence of

his manner seemed to give place at once to a new feeling.
There was intelligence enough in the glance of both to

show that an insensible interest had been createý and yet
neither gave theýýsýg Os*týin* cation., by word., of what was
passing int

Well., Mister Jeremiah Desbotough," said, Middlemore.,
first breakinom the silence, and., in the taunting mode of ad-

dress he usually adopted towards the settler., ccI reckon as how
YWII shoot no wild ducks this season, on the Sandusky

- A 1 2
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river-not likely to be much troubled with your small bores
now.j)

The Yankee- gazed at him a moment in silence, evidently
ransackina- his brain for something-sufficiently insoleial to offer
in return. At leno-th, he drew bis hat slouchingly over one
side of his head., folded his arms across his chest, and squirting-
a torrent of tobacco -juice from his eapacious jaws., exclaim-
ed in hiâ drawling voice:

I guess, Miiter Officer5 as how youlre mighty ente upon
a fallen man-but tarnation seize me, if I donIt expect you'Il
find some one cuter still afore long. The sogers all say,'-' he

continued with a low., cunning laugh, ecas how youlre a bit of
a wit, and fond.of a play upon words like. if S05 1>11 jist try,
you a little at yoïar own game, and tell you that I had a
ihousand to une rathghe troubled with m'y small bores than
with such a confounded greàt bore as you are ; and now, yon

may pit that down as somethina- good, in your pun book
when you please., arid'ax me no more questions.".

Lono- and fitfül was the laughter which, burst froiâ Villiers
and Molineuxe at this bitter retort -upon their companion.,

which they vowed should he repeated at the mess table of
either ga*wn,, wlienever he agmn attempted one of his

execrables.
DesborouSh tooli courage at the license conveyed by this

pleasantry, and pursuedý wlinking, fýmiliarIy to Captain Mo-
linetix,,, whfle he, at the sâm time, nodded to, j#iddlemore.,

cc.Mi.«Phty little time, I calculate, had he to think of
a,,lmvatiW3 when 1 epped him down at Hartley's pint,

that day. If it hadnýt been for that old heathen scoundrel
Gattrie., my poor boy Plil, as the. Injuns killed, and me,,
reckôn. would have sent him and 'young Grantham to crack
theïr plans upon the fishes of the lake. How scared they
Wer%

Silence, fellow M thundered Gerald Grantbar% who now
cum ap ftm the holi4 whither he W been to examine the

elli]MOIR or bis prisomr. How dare you open
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youi lips here ?11-then pointing tawards the steps he hadj Ust
quitted-cc descend5 sir!"

Never did human countenance' exhibit marks of greater
rage than Desborough5s at that moment. His eyes seemed about

to start from their sockets-the large veins of his neck and brow
swelled almost to burstinS, and while his lips were compressed

with violenceý his -,nervous fingers played, as with con-
vulsi anx y to clutch themselves around the throat of the
offi r ; every thing, in short., marked the efffort it cost him to

restrain himself within such bounds as his natural cunning
and prudence dictated. Still, he neither spoke nor moved.

cc Descend, sir, instantly PI repeated Geýald., cc orý by
Heaven, I will %have you thrown in without further ceremony

-descend this moment !"
The settler advanced, placed one foot upon the ladder.,

then turned his eye steadfastly upon the officer. Every one
present shuddered to behold its expression-it was- that of
fierce, !nextinguishable hatred.

44 By hell, you will pay me one day or Vother for this., 1
reckon.11 he uttered, in a hoarse and féarfül whisper-
cc every dog has his day-it m-ill, be Jeremïah Desboroughls
turn next.'-'

cc What ! do you. presume to threatein, villain VI vociférated
eerald., now excited beyond all bounds here men, gaS
me this fellow-tie him, neck and heels, and throw him. ipto,
the hold, as you would a ba«r of baIlast.ýý

Several.men, with Samba at iheir bead., advanced for the
purpose of executing the command of their officer, w1heri the
eldest daughter of the Cwo-emor, whe had witnessed the

whole scene, suddenly approached the latter., and intercèded
warmly for a repeal of the punishment. Miss Montgomerie,,

alm, who had been a silent observer glanced significantly
towards the settler. What her look implied., no one was

quick enough to detect ; but its efect on the Yankee was
eviderit-forywithoututteringanother.%yllable>orwaitingte,
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be agâin directed., he moved slowly and sullenly down' the
steps that led to his place of confinement.

Whatever the impressions produced upon the minds of the
several spectators by this incident, ïýeýýwere not expressed.

Nô comment was made5 norwas further allusion had to the
settler. Other topics of conversation were introduced, and

it was not until the officers, having bid them a final and cor-
dial adieu, had again taken to their boats, on their way back
to Detroit., that the ladies quittèd the deck for the cabin

which. had been prepared for them.
The short voyage dewn- the lake was performed without

incident. From the moment of the departure of the officers,
an air of dulness and abstraction, originating, in a, great de-
grýs, m the unpleasantness of separation-anticipated and

past-pervaded the little party. Sensitive and amiable as
were the daughters, of the American Covernor, it. was not to be

supposed that they parted without regret from men in whose
society they had recently passed so many agreeable hours,
and.for two of whom they had insensibly formed prefèrences.
Not, however, that that parting was to be considered

finalq for both Molineux and Villiers had promised to avail
themselves of the first days of peace, to procure leave of ab-

sence., and revisit them in their native country. The feeling
of disappointment acknowledged by the sisters, was much
more perceptible in Gerald Grantham. and Miss Montgomerie,
both of whom became more thoughtful and abstracted, as the
period of separation drew nearere

It was about ten o1clock on the evening immediately pre-
cegrng that on which they expected to, gain their destination.,
tha4 as Geraldleanedruminating over the side of the schooner,
then going at the slow rate of two knots an hour., he fancied
he heard voicesý in a subdued tone, ascending apparently
from the quarter of the vessel in which Desborough was con.
fined. He listened atfentively for a few moments, but even
the islight ourgUng of the water, as it wu throw4 from the
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prow, prevented further recognition. DeeminS it possible
that the sounds might not proceed from. the place of confine-
ment of the settler, but froïn the cabin which it adjoined,
and with which it compunicated, he ww for a short time

undecided whether or not he should disturb the party
already retired to rest, by descendin al and passing into the room.
occupied by his prisoner. Anxiety to satisfy himself that
the latter was secure determined himý and he had already
planted a foot on the companion-ladder, when bis further des-
cent was arrested by Miss Mèntgomerie, who appeared
emerging from.the opening, bonneted and cloaked, as with-a

view of continuingy on deck.
-64 What ! you, dearest Matilda ?11 he asked,, delightedly-

144 1 thought you hala long since retired to rest.le
4G To rest, Gerald!-can you, then, imagine mine is a saul

to slumber, when 1 know that tomorrow we part-perhaps
for ever VI
cr- No, by Heaven ! not for ever,15 energetically retamed
the sailor, seizino- and carryinS the white hand that pressed
his own, to bis lips-44 be but faithful to me, my own Matilda
-love me but with one half the axdor with which my soui
glows; for you, and the moment duty can be sacrificed to
affection . you may expect again to see me."

cg Duty 111 repeated the American, with something like re-
proaçý1 in her tone-cG must the happiness of her you profess

so ardently to love,, be sacrificed to a mere cold sense
of au5y-9. Btit you are right-you have your duty to, perform,,

andA have mine. Tomorrow we separate, and for ever.11
No, Matilda-not for ever, unless, indeed, such be your

determination. You may find the task to forget an easy one
-I never can. Hope-heart-life -happiness-all are cen-
tered in you. Wjpe it not that honour demands my sel-vice

my country, 1 nia fly with you tomorrow, delightea to
encounter every dfficulty fortune- might oppose, if, by suc-
cessfully combating these,, 1 should establish a deeper claim
on yoùr affection. Oh, Matilda !11 continued the irnpassioned
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youth, cc never did I feel more than at this moment, how de-
votedly 1 could be your slave for ever.13

At the commencement of this conversation, Miss Monto-0-
merie had gently led her loýer towards the outer gangway of

the vessel, over which, they both now leaned. As Ge-
rald made the last passionate avowal of his tenderness, a ray.
of triumphant expression, clearly visible in the light of the

setting moon, passed over the features of the American.
Cc Gerald," she implored earnestly---:-cç oh, repeat me that

avowaL Ag-ain tell me that you will be the devoted of your
Matilda -sin all thing --Gerald., swear most solemnly to me
that you will-my every hope of happiness depends upon

How could he refuse,, to sùch pleader, the repetition bf his
spontaneous vow ? Already were his lips opened to, swear.,
before higgh Heaven, that, in all things earthly, he would
obey her will., when he tvas interrupted by a well known
voice, hastily exclaiming:

Who a debbel dat dare
--Scarcely had these words been utterede when they were

followed apparently by a blow, then a bound, and then t en
nifalling of a human body upon the deck. Gently disencragie eag

the 

t 
e

t t
)n_ 

his

ofhis companion, who had clungý to him with an air of al
Gerald turned to, discaver the cause of the interruption his-
surprise, he beheld Sambo, whose post of duty w at the

Iying extended on the deck,ý while,, at the s e mo-
a sudden plun& was heard., &q of a héavy bod a ngment e Uj g

overbôard. The first impulse of the officer was to seize the
helm, with a view to, right the vesse1, already swervin froin

her course; the second, to awaken the crew, who were buried
in sleep on the forecastle. These., with the habitual promp-
titude of their nature, speedily obeyed his call, 'and a light'
being broughtl, Gerald5 confiding the helm to one of his best
me% proceeded to ex aipmè the condition of Sàmboe

It was évident that the aged negro had been stunned) but
whether serious1y Miured> it was u*n*possible to, décide. No
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external, wound was visible, and yet his breathing was that
of one who had received some severe bodily harm. In a few
minutes, however, he recovered his reý,çollection, anathe
words he uttered, as he g=ed wildly ardund., and addressed

his master, were sufficient to explain the who-e affair:
4c Damn him, debbel, Massa Geral, he g,ý_t safe off, him

billain.11
Ic Ha, DesborougSh itis then so? Quick., put the helm. about

-two of the lightest and most active into my eanoe, and fol-
low in pursuit. The fellow is making for the shore, no
doubt. Now then, My lads,13 as two of the crew spranS into

the canoe that had been instantly lowered, cg fiffy dollars be-
tween you., recollect, if you bring him back.11

Although there needed no greater spur to, exertion, than a
desire both to, please their officer, and to acquit themselves of

a duty, the sum offered was not without its due weig-ht.
In an instant, the canoe, was seen scuddling along the surface
of the water, towards the shore,, and., at intervals, as, the
anxious Gerald listened, he fancied he could distinguish the
exertions of the fugitive swimmer from those made by the
paddles of his pursuers. For a time all was silent, when, at
leng-th, a deridinS laugh came over the surface of the lake.
thattoo, plainly told, the settler had reached the shore., and
was beyond all chance of capture. In the bitterness of his
disappointment, and heedless of the pleasure his change of
purpose had procured him, Geraldcouianot help cursino, his
folly3 in havinS suffered himself to, be diverted from his-ori-
ginal intention of descending to the prisonerls place of con-
:finement. Had this been done, all might have been well.
He had now no doubt that the voices had proceeded from.

thence., and he was resolved, as soon as the absent men came
on board, to, institute a strict inquiry into the affair.

No sooner, therefore,,-haa the canoe returned, than all
hanas were summoned 'and questioned, under a threat of se-

vere punishmentý to whoever should be found prevaricating as
to the manner of the prisoner3s escape. Each positively de-

il
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nied having in any way violateil the,, order which enj ôkea
that no communication - should take place between the priso-
ner and the crew, to, whom. indeed all access was denied,
with the exception of Sambo, entrusted with the duty of

carrying the former his mealse The denial of the men was
so straight forward and clear., that Gerald knew not what to

believe., and yet it was evident that the sounds he had heard,
proceeded from, human voices. Determined to satisfy him-
self, his first care was to descend between the decks, pre-

ceded by his boatnvain, with a lantem. At the sternmost
extremity of the little vessel there was a small room, used
for storesý but which, empty on this t'*p, had been converted
into a cell fçr Desborough. This was usually entered frora
the cabin ; but in order to avoid inconvenience to the ladies,
a door had been effected in thé bulk heads the key of which

was kept by Sambo. On inspection, this door was found
hermetically closedý so that it became evident, if the key had

not been purloined from. its keeper, the escape of Desborou.crh
must havebeen accomplished througSh the cabine Mortover,
there was no opening of any descriplion to be found.
which a knife might be passed to, enable him to sever the

bonds which confined his feet. Close to the partition,, were
swunS the hammocks of two mene who bad been somewhat
dilatory in obeyin& the summons on deck

0 , and between
whom, it was not impossible the conversation, which Gerald
haddetectedýhadbeencarriedon. Onre-ascendin,&.,heagain
questioned these men* but tlàey most solemnI assured him
they had not spoken either toSether or to, others, within the

last two hours, having fallen fast asleep'on being relieved
from4their watch, Search was now made in tÈe pockets of
Sambo,, whose *nj«ury had been found to be a violent blow
given on the back of the head., and whose recovery froS

stupefaction was -yet ifnperfect. The key being found., all
,suspicion of participation wasvremoved from. the, «ewî, who

couM have only communicated from theirown quarter of the
vessele -and they were aecordingly dismissed-i one half corn
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prising the first watch, to their hammocks,'the remainder to
their ori&inal station on the forecastle. The next care of the
yoang Commander was to inspect the cabin., and institute a
strict scrutiny as to the manner in which the escape had

been effected. The door that opened into the prison, stood
between the companion ladder and the recess occupied by

the dauchters of the Governor. To his surprise, Gerald
found it locked, and the ke*y that usually remained in a

niche near the door, removed. On turning to search for it,
he aiso noficed, for the first time, that the la-p, suspended

from a beam in the centre of the cabin, hêd been extin-
guished. StruCk by thesè remarkable circumstances, a
suspicion, which, he would have goiven much not to, have
entertained, forced iiself upon his mind. As a first mea-
sure, and that there might be no douht whatever on the sub-

ject, he broke open the door. Of course it was untenanted.
Upon a small table lay the remains of the settler's, last

mal, but neither knife ngr fork, both which, articles had been
interdicted, were to be found. At the foot of the chair on
which 'ne had evidéntly been seated for the purpose of

fteeing himself, lay the heavy cords that had bound his an-
cles. nese had been severed in two places, and., as was

discovered on close examination, by the application of some
sharp and delicate cuttinS instrument. No where., however,,
was thia- visible. It was evident to Gerald that assistance
had been afforded from some one within the cabin., and who
that some one was, he scarcely doubted. With this impres-
sion fally forraed, he re-entered from the prison, and stand-
ing near the curtained, berth occupied by the daughters of
the Govemor,, questioned as to whether they were aware that

his prisoner Desborough had escaped. Both expressa sur-
prise in so natural a manner., that Gerald knew not what to
think ; but when they added that they had not beard the
alightest noise-nor had, spoken themselves.,nor hearà others
speak, professing moreover ignorance that the lamp evem had
been extinguished, he felt suspicion couverted into certainty.

IB 1
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It was impossible., he conc ived, that a door, which sthod
only two paces from the /becould be locked and unlocked

one - c

without their hearino, it- ither was it probable that Desbo-J 
w 

1
rough would have thoucr t of thus needlessly securinS the

place of his late deeten n. Such an idea might occur te the
aider, but-not te the fugitive himself,, te whom every -me-

ghest importance. Who then could
-ment must be of the hiS
have assisted him ? Net Major Montgomerie, for'he slept in
the after part of the cabin-not Miss Montgomerie, for she

was upon deck-moreover, had net one of those., he had se
much reason te suspect, interceded for the fellow only on

the preceding day.
Such was the reasoninS of Gerald, as he passed rapidly in

review the several probabilities-but, although annoyed be-
-vend measure at the escape of the villain, and incapable of

believing other than thats»e dauShters of the Governor had
connived ut it, his was Uý gallant a nature te make such a
charge, even by implication, against them. He was aware

0- Plof the stron s 'rit of nationality existinS every where among
citizens of the United Statesý and he had no doubt, that in

liberatinS their countryma% they had acted under an erre-

neous impression of duty. Although extremely angry., he

made no comment whate ver on the subject, -but contenting

hîmself xith wishinS his charge a less than usually cordial

Crood nicý&, left them te their reposeý and once more quitted

Durino- the whole of this examination, Miss Montgomerie

'had continued'on deck. Gerald féund her leaning over the
wanpwav, at *hich he had left her., gazing intently on the

water, through which the schooner was now gliding at an
compelled to,aincreased rate. From the moment of his being

quit her sideý te inquire into the cause of Sambo-s exclama-

tion and ralfidly succeeding fall) he had net had an opportu-
nity of agSàin, approaching her. Feeling that some apology

was dueý he hastened te make one ; but,-,vexed and irritated

as he was at the escape of the settler., his disappîoistment
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imparted to his manner a degree of restraint, and there was
less of ardor in his addres3 than he had latterly been in the
habit of êxhibiting. Miss Montgomerie remarked it, and
sighed.

411 have been reflectinS,'-' she said, cc on the little depend-10 0
auce that is to bc placed upon the most flattering illusions of

human existence-èd here are you come to afford me a
0painful and veritabrte illustration of my theory.-"
,14 How, dearest Matilda 1 wat mean you ?15 asked the offi-

cer, again warmed into tenderness by the presence of the
fascinating being.

cl Can yon ask, Gerald VI and her voice assumed a tone of
melancholy reproach-cc recal but your manner-your lan-

cre-your devote&ness of soul, not an hour since-com-
ar these with your present coldness, and then wonder t1iat

«
ould have reason for regret."

IÎay,, Matilda., that coldness arose not froin any change
in my, feelings towards yourself-I was piqued,,d*pýý

.4 ppointed.,
even angry, -at the extraordinary escape of my pris"Oner, and

could not sufficiently play the hypocrite to disguise my an-
noyance.15

cc Yet, what had I to do with the man's escape, that his
offence shoul-1 be visited upon me VI she demanded, quickly.

41 Can you not find some excuse for my vexation, knowing,
as you do that the wretch was a vile assassin-a man whose
hands have beeiý imbrued in the blood of my own fathér VI

.4e Was he not acquitted of the charge M
Irc He was-but only from lack of evidence to, convict ; yet,
although acquitted by the law, not surer is fate than that he

isan assassin.-"
c4 You hold assassins in great horrorq'l remarked the Ame-

rican, thoughtfullyo-GG you are right-it is but natural.ý>
111 In horror, ýàý you ?-aye, in such loathing., that lan..

page can supply no term to, express iLli
64 And yet, you once attempted an assusination yourself.
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iay3 do not start, and look- the image of astonishment. Have
you not told me that you fired. inte, the hut, on the nio-ht of
your mysterious adve-nture? What rigylit had you, if we
argue the question on its- real merit, to attempt the life, of a
being who had never injured you îl-1

4G What right, Matilda?-every right., human and divine.
1 sougght but to save a victim from the hands of a midnight
murderer.

to effect this, scrupled not to become a midnicriit,
murde er yourself!

voi
is, it thus you interpret my conduct, MLatilda:?"-

t7ae voi of Gerald spoke bitter reproach-ic can you compare
the act f thit man with mine, and hold me no more blame-
less tha IL

1 dikl not say I blamed you,5ý she returned, gaily
Èut the fact, is,, you hrald left me so long to ruminate here

alo-ae, that 1 have fallen into a mood argumentative, or phi-
losophical-whichsoever yon may be pleased to tërm it-an£l
1 am wiffing to maintain my position,, that you mio>ht5 by po3-

sibility.- have been more guilty than the culprit at whom you
ed., had, your shot destroyeahim.

The light tone in which Matilda spoke dispelled the se-
ficusnesswhieh had begun to shadow the brow of the youner

Commander----£& And Pray how do you make this gooa ?'-' ha.
asked.

cc Suppose for instance, the slumberer you preserved had
beeù a beinS of crime,, through whom. the hopes., the happiý
ness., the peace of mind, and above all., the fair fame of the
other been cruelly and irrevocably blasted. Let us imagine
that he had destroyed soma. dear fri.end or relative of him
with whose veno-eance you beheld him threatened,"'

Could that, be-.11
Or,,5ý interrupted the Ametican, in the same careless tone

cc that he had betrayed a wife.el'
cc Such a raaa-1-1
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Or5 what is worse, infinitely worse, sought to put the
finishing stroke to his villainy3 by affixing to the name and

conduct of his victim evety ignominy and disgrace which
can attach to insulted humanity.31

4G Matilda Il eagerly çxclaitned the yDuth3 advaiieinS close'
to lier, and gazinS into her dark e es; GC you are drawinS a
picture.11

64 No Geral 11 she replied calmly, cc I am merely suppos-
ing a case. Could you find noexcuse for a man acting under,
a sense of so m*èh linjury ?-would you still call him, an as-
sassinl if with such prov cation, he sought to, destroy the
hated life of one who had thus injured him VI

Gerald pausede apparently bewildered.
cc Tell meg deareýt Gerald.le and her fair and beautiful hand

caught and pressed his-c4 would you still bestow upon one
so injured the deggrading epithet of assassin Ve

cc Assfflin!-most undoubtedly I would. But- why this
question, Matilda?"

The féatures of the American assumed a changed ex-
pression; she dropped the hand she haataken the instant be-
fore, and s aide disappointedly:

49 1 find, then, my philosophý is totally at fault.le
Cc Wherein, MatildaVe anxious1y asked Gerald.

64 In this, that I have not been able to make you a con-
vert to -my opu*n*on3.11

6c And these are-Ve again questioned Geralde his every
pube throbbing with intense emotion.

111 Not to -pronounce too, harshly on the conduct of otherse
seeing that we ourselves may stand, in much need of lenity

of judgment. There might, have existed motives for the
action of him whom you designate as an 0 quite as
powerful as those which led to your interfèrence., and quite
as easily justified to, bimself.le
,11 Bute dearest Matilda-'>

64 Nay, I have done--I close at orice my arpment and ray
13 2
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philosophy. The humour is past, and 1 shall no longer at-
tempt to make the worse appear the better cause. 1 dare

say you thought me in earnestll she added., with slight sar-
CoasM5 Cc but a philosophical disquisition'between two lovers
on the éve of parfmg for ever, was too novel and piquant a
seduction to, be reç*sted.>"

That 4c parting for ever Il was sufficient to drive all philo-
sophy utterly away, from, our hero.

Ï& For ever, did you sayl Matilda ?--no., not for ever ; yetl,
how coldly do you affle to a sepamtion, which, althoagh 1
trust it will be only tempo'ary5 is to, me a source of the deep-
est vexation. You did not manifest this indifférence in the
early part of our conversatioh this evening.ýl'

94 And if there be a changgell' emphatically yet tenderly
returned the beautiful American - cc am I the only one
chano-ed. Is your manner now what it was them Do you
already forget at wkat a moment that conversation was in-
terrupted M

Gerald did not forget ; and apin, as they lemed over the
vessells side, his arm was passed around the waist of. his

companion.
The hour the scendI the very rippling of the wýr-alj

çontributee..to lend a àaracter of excitement to the feelings
of the youth. Filled Mth tenderness and admiratioe for
the facinating beingo, wbý reposed thus confiding-ly en his

shoulder, he scarcely -darel to move., lest in so, doing he
should destroy'the fabrie of appiness.

cc First watch.there, hilloa 1 use up., and be d-d to you,
itils two

Both Ger9d and Matild% aMÔugh long and silently watch-
ing ihe pregress, of the vesse4 had forgotteh there was mmy

such being as a steemman to direct her.
cc Good Heaven5 can it be so late M whispered the Ameri-M

CM, gliding from, her lover; "if my unele be awake., he
wM certaWy chide me for my imprudence. Good netý
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dear Gerald,15 and drawing he r cloak more closely around
her shoulders she quickly crossed the deck, and descended
to the cabin.

What the devil5s this VI said the relieving steersman.,
r asI rubbing his heavy eyes with one hand, he stooped and

raised with the other something from the deck against which
he had kicked, in his advance to take the helm whye, Ilni.

blest if it arnIt the apron off'old Sally here. Have you been
fingering SaUls aprohl BillVI

cc Not 1, faith," growled the party addressedl- 15ve enough
to do to àteer the craft without thinking ol meddling with
Saills apron at this time ol niffht.11

cc 1 should like to, know who it is that has hexposed the old
gal to the night hair *n this here manner still muttered the
other, holding uÈýth object in question to, his closer scrutiny;

it was only this, m S I crave her a pair of bran new
apron strings, and helpe to dress her myself. If she doesn't

-han& fire after this, Ilm. a Dutchrnan thatIs aU 51

What signifies jawing Tom Flukè. I suppose she got
unkivered in the seurry after the Yankee ; but bear a handl
and kiver her, unless you wish a feRow to stay here ài
n igh t

01: our readers must know, was no other than the
long twenty-four pounder5 formerly belonging to Gerald5o
n-boat, which, now removed to his new command, lay a

mid ships, and mounted on a pivotl constituted the whole
battery of the schooner. The apron was the leaden covering
protecting the touch-hole, which, havinS unaccountably

fallen offhad encountered the heavy _fbot of Tom Fluke, in
his advance alon& the deck.

The apron was at length replaced. Tom Fluke took the
helm., and his companion. departed, as he said., to have a com«

fortable snooze.
Geraldl-who had been an amuséd listener of the preceding

dialogue, soon followed, first inquiring into the éonditiow 0-f
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his faithful Sambo, who, on examination, was foimd to have
been stunned by the violence of the blow he had received.
This Gerald doubted not, had been given with the view of

better facilitatinS Desborough-ls escape, by throwing the
schooner out of her course, and occasioning a consequent
confusion among the crew, which might have the effect of
d6tracting their attention,, for a time, from himself.
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CHAPTER II.
1

Tuic followino- evening, an armed schooner was Iying at
anchor in the roadstead of Buffalo, at the southern extremity
of Lake Erie, and within a mile of the -American shore. It
was Past midnight-and althouggh the làke was calm and un-

'broke4"*as the face of a mirror, a dense fog had arisen which
prevented objects at the head of the vessel from beinS seen
from the stern. Two men only were visible upon the after

deck; the one lay reclining upon an arm chest., mufRed up
in a dread-nought pea jacket, the other paced up and down
hurriedly, and with an air of dee p pre,-occupation. At intervals

he would stop and lean over the gang-way, apparently en-
deavouring to pierce through the foo- and catch a glimpse of
the adjacent shore, and, on these occasions, a profound sigh
would burst from bis chest. Then agaîn he would resume
bis rapid walk, with the air of one who bas resolved tp con-
quer a weakness, and substitute determination in its stead.

A1totetlher his manner was that of a man ill at ease from. bis
own thoua-hts.

cc Sambo,5ý he at length exclaimed, addSssing the man in
the pea jacket for the first time, 99 1 shall retire to, my cabin,
but fail not to call me an hour beiore day-break. Our friends
beinS all landed there can be nothino- further to detain us

here, we will therefore make the best of our way back to
AmberstburS in the momincr.11
44 Yes, Massa Geralll' returned the negro, yawning anahalf

raisin& bis brawny form from bis rude couch with one han-d,,
while be rubbed his heaîýy eyes with the knuckles of the

other. a
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cc How is your head tonight M inquired the officer in a
kind tone.

Berry well., Massa Geral-but berry sleepy.11
Then sleep, Sambo; but do not fail to awaken me in time:

we shall weio-h anchor the «iýery first thing in the morning.,
provided the fog does not continue. By the bye, you super-L
intended the landingýof the baSSaSe-was every thing- sent
ashore

cc _U., Massa Geral, 1 see hirn all pack in e wagon, for e
Bubbalo town-all., except dis here 1 find in Miss Mun-
gummery cabin under e pillow.ý'

As he spoke, the negro quitted his half recumbent posi-
tion., and drew from his breast a small clasped pocket book,
on a steel entablature adominS the cover of which, were the
initials of the younc- lady just named.

,GG How is it Sambo, that you had not sooner spoken of this ?
The pocket book contains papers that may be of importance ;
and yet there is now no means of forwarding it., unless 1
delay the schooner.3-

c4 1 only find him hab an hour acro, Massa Geral, when 1 go
to, make e beds and put e cabin to rio-hts,," said the old
man, in a tone *aLshowed he felt, and was pained by the
reproof of his youno- master. Dis here too," producing a
small ivory handled penknife., 99 1 find same time in e Gub-
banor's datees bed.5-

Gerald extended his hand to receive it. 44 A penknife in
the bed of the Governor-s daughters VI he repeated with
surprise. Ruminating a moment he added to himself, ec By
heaven', it must be so-it is then as I éxpected. Would
that I had had this proof of their participation before

they quitted the schooner. Very well, Sambo, no blame can
attach. to you-ggo to sleep, my good fellow, but not beyond
the time I have given you.-I-1

Tankee, Massa Geral,51 and-drawing the collar of his pea
jacket close under his ears, the negro again extended himself
at.his length upon t4e arm chest.
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The first idea of the yonno, Commander on descending to
the cabin3 was to examine thé blade of the penknife. Passincr0
it over his finger, he petceived that the edge had that parti-
cular bluntness which would have been produced by cutting
through a rope, and on closer examination he found it full of

numerous fine notches, apparently the result, of the resistance
it had met with. His next care was to examine the severed
portions of the rope itself, and in these he could obstrve, by
the reflection of the lamp, near which he held them minute
particles of steel, which, left no doubt in his mind that this had
been the instrument by which the separation of Desborouggh5s
bonds had been effected. We will not venture to assert

what were the actual feelings of the officer, on makinô- this
discovery ; but it may be supposed, that, added to the g-reat
annoyance he felt at the escape of the settler, his esteem for

those who had so positively denied all knowledge of., or

_participation in, the evasion was sensibly diminished ; and
yet it was not without pain that he came to a conclusion of
the unworthiness of those whom he had known from boy.

hood., and loved no less than he had known.
In the fukess of his indignation at their duplicityý he now

came to the resolution of stayinS the departuttof the schoon.
er, yet a few hours, that he might have an opportunity of
coinS ashore himself, presenting this undoubted evidence of

their guilt, and taxing them boldl with thépurpose to which
it had been appropriated. Perhaps there was another secret

motive which. induced this determination, and that was, the
opportunity it would afford him of ao-ain seeincr his beloved
Matilda, and deliverinS her pocket book with his own hand.

This resolution 1.-aken, without deeming it necessary to
countermand his £prder to, Sambo, he placed the knife in a
pocket in the breast of his imiform, where he had already
deposited the souvenir; and havino- retired to his own cabinwas about to und à himselfress , when he fancied he could dis.
tingm h5 through one of the stern windows of the schooner,

sounds similar to, those of muffled oars. Vihile he yet lis.
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tened breatýlessIy to siti sfy himself whether he had not been
<Ieceived, a dark for-I,-ý,ý,,.--Pe hurriedly, yet noiselessly, down
the steps of the cabin. *14rald turried, and discovered Sambo
who now perfectly awake, indicated by his manner', he was
the bearer 'of some alarminS intellicrence. His report con-
firmed the suspicion already entertained by himself, ànd at

tbat moment he fancied he heard the same subdued sounds but
multiplie d in several distinct points Avacruesenseofdanger
came over the mind of the officer, and althougrh his crelvconsisted of a mere handful of men, he at once resolved to

defend himself ta the last, againsýwhatéver for-çe mio-ht be
led ta the attack. While Sambo hastened to, arouse the men,
he girded his cutlass and pistols around his loins, and takincr

down t*o ÉuSe bIunderbusses from a beam in the ceilinc of
týe cabin, loaded them heavily with m-usket balls. ThU3

armed he sprang once more upon deck.-
The alarm was soon criven, and the preparation became

general, but neither among the watch., who slumbered in
the forecastle,, nor tbose who, had turned into their hammocks,
ýwas there the slightest indication of confusion. These latter
cc tumbied up," with no other additicà to the shirts in which
they had left their cots, then their trausers, a light.state of
costume to, which those who wére cc boxed up " -in their pe%
jackets and great coats on the forecastle, soon reduced themr
selves also--not but that the foo- admitted of much waimer
raiment, but that their activity might be unimpeded-haîd-

kerchiefed heads and tucked up Éleeves, with the habili'
mentà which we have named beincr- the most approved

fighüng dress in the navy.
Meanwhile,, although nothinc coula be distinguished through

the fbgý the sounds which had originally attracted the notice,
of the officer ana his trusty servant, increased, despite of the

' 'aution. evidently used, to, such a degee as to be now 'audi-
'ý'_'bIe to, all on board. What most excited the astonishmeat

the crew, and the suspicion of Gerald, was the exactness of
thé course taken by the advancino- boats, in which not the



s1lightest deviation was perceptible. It was evident that they
ý # studied the distancewere gwdcd by some one who hait wt,L. , and as it was im-and bearincr of the schooner from L, shore

possible to hope that even the fog would afford them con-
cealment froýn the approaching- enemy, all that was leftthem
was to, make the best defence they could. One other alter-

native remained, it is true, and this was to ent their cable and
allow themselves to drop down silently out of the course by

which, the boats were advancing but as this step involved
the possibility of runnincr ashore on the American coast.,
when the saine dancer of captivity would await them, Ge-

rald, after an itistant's consideration, rejected the idea, pre-\ý\'I.
férinS the worthier atid more chivalrous dépendence on his
own and crew's exertio-ls.

From the moment of-the general arming, the long gun,
which. we have, already shown to, constitute the sole defence

of the schooner, was brougrht nearer to the inshore o-an&-way,,
and mounted on its elevated pivot, witii îtâ formidable muzzle
overtopping and projecting above the low bulwarks, could
in an instant be brouç-rht to be;ar on whatever point itg 

Mibe found advisable to vomit forth its mass of wrath, consistIý.0t
of grape., cannister, and chain shot. On this gun indeed., the

general expectation much depended, for the crew, com-
posed of sixteen men onIyý exclusive of petty officers, could

hope to make but a poor resistance, despite of all the resolu-
tion they might bring into the contest, agmnst a squadron of
well armed bo-Js,, unless some very considerable diminutioh-
in the numbers and efforts of these tatter'should be made by
4c old Sally,,'ý before they actually caýk to close quarters.
The weakncss of the crew was in a g-reat degree attributable
to the schconer having been employed as a cartel ; a'
fact which must moreover explain the want of caution,, on

this occasion, on the part of Gerald., whose reputation for vi-
gilance..in ail matters of duty, was universally acknowledged..

It had not occurred to him that the instant he landed his
prisoners his vessel ceased tô be a cartel., and therefore a fit

C
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subject for the enterprize of his enemies, ' or the probability
i!;ý that in the hour in which he had landed them he would

again have weighed anchor, and made the best of his way
back to, Amherstburg.

cg Stand by your gun, men-steady,'-' whispered the officer,
as the noise of many oars immediately abreast., and at a dis-
tance of not tnore than twenty yards., announced that the
main effort of their enemies was about to, be made in that
quarter. il Depress a fittle-there y ou have her-now into
them-fire.51

Fiz-z-z-z, and a small pyramid of light rose from the
breech of the gun, which sufficed, during the moment it last-,

edý to, discover three buats filled with armed men, advancing
immediately opposite, while two, others could be seen diverg-

ing., apparently one towards the quarter, the other towards
the bows- of the devoted little vessel. The crew bent their
gaze eagerly ove'r her side, to witness the havoc they

expected to, enstie amoncr their enemies. To their surprise
and mortification there was no report. The a'dvancing boats
gave three deriding cheers.

9C D-n my eyes, if 1 didn't say she would miss fire, from,
havinS her breefh unkivered last night,'-' shouted the man

Nvho held the match, and who was no otÈer than Tom Fluke.
Qaiéký here3 cive us a picker.11
A picker was handed to him by one, who also held the pow-

der horn for priming.
Cc Its no use," he pursued, throwing away the wire, and

tpringin& to the deck. c4 She 's a spike in the touch-hole,
and the devil himself wouldn5t get it out now.5ý

cc A spike !-what mean you ?1-1 çaggerly demanded -Gerald.
4G It's too true, Mr. Grantham,11 said the boatswain, who

had flown to examine the touch-hole, cc there is a great piece
of steel in it3 and for all the world like a woman's bodkin, or

some such sort of thinS«3)
4G Ah ! it al] comes ol that wench that was here on deck

last ni!rht," iquttered the helmsman, who had succeeded Sam-
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bo on duty the preceding night. cc 1 thought I see her fiddlin'
about the gun, when the chase was made after the Yankee,
although I didnt think to say nothing about it,, when you'
axed Tom Fluke about Salls apron."

Whatever conjecture might 4,,ave arisen with others, there
was no time to think of, much less to discuss it-the boats
were already within a few yards of the vessel.

Steady, men--,.ilence," commanded Gerald in a low tone:
Since Sal has failed us, 'we must depend xipon ourselves.

Down beneath the bulwarks, and move not one of you until
they begin to board-then let each man single his enemy and

fire ; the cutlass must do the rest..11
The order was obeyed. Each moment brought the crisis

of action nearer: the rowers had discontinued theit cars, but
e bows of the several bouts coula be heard obeying the

impetus already'qy*veit them ana dividing the water close to
the vessel.

Il Now thep, Sambo,11 whispered the oflicer. At that mo-
ment a torch was raised high over the bead of the negro and

is master. Its rays fell upon the first of the three boats,, the
Crews of which were seen standing up with arms outstretched
to, grapple with the schooner. Another instant and they

woulahave touched. The negr' dropped hi- light.
Gerald pulled the trigger of his blundef bussý aimed into the

very centre of the boat. Shrieks, curses and plashings,, as of
bodies fallina, in the water succeeded ; and in the confusion
occasioned by the murderous fire, the Înt boat evidently fell

41 Again, Sarnbo,11 wbispered the officer. A second time the
torch streamed suddenly in, 4ir., anathe contents of the yet

undischarzged blunderbuss spreaa confusion,, dismay and death.,leinta the second boat.
Old $al herself couldn5t halve done better: pity he

hadn't -a hundred of the%55 growleil Tom Pluke, who al.
thougSh concealéd behind the bufirarks, hgdýàý7j1J,ýd himselt ç£
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a crevice near him, to watch the effect produced by the
formidable weapons.

There was a momentar indecision amony the enemy, after
the seconadestructive fire ; it was but momentary. Ao-alin
they aElvanced, and closinS with the vessel, evinced a deter-

Minâtion, of purpose., that left little doubt as to the result. A
few spranS into the chains and rigging-, while others songrht
to enter by Per bows, but the main effort seemed to be made
at her gangway,, at which Gerald had stationed himself with
ten of his Èest men, the rest beintr detached to make the best

defence they could, ag-ainst those who songht to enter m*-*i the
manner above described.

Notývithstandina- the crt-p-at disparity of numbers the litti..
crew of the schooner had for some time a considerable advan-

tage over their enemies. At the first onset of these latter, their
pistoig had been discharged., but in so, random. a manner as to
have done no injury-whereas the assailed, scrupulous1y obey-
ing the order of their Commander, fired not a shot until thev

found themselves face to face with an enemy; Vie consequence
of which ývas, that every pistol ball killed an American, or

otherwise placed him hors de combat. Still, in despite of their
loss, the latter were more than adequate to the cz;pture, un-
less a miracle should interpose to prevent it, and exasperated
as they were by the fall of their comrades, their efforts

became at each moment more resolute and successfül. A
deadly contest had been maintained in the gangway, from.

which, however, Gerald was compelled. to retire, although
brâvely supported by his handful of followers. Step by stëp
hé bad retreated, until at length he found his back against the

mam-mast, and his enémies pressing him on every side. Five
of his men lay dead in the space between the gangway and
the position he now cectrpied, and Sarnbo, who had not
quitted his-âde for an instant, was also senseless at his feet,

felled by a-tremendüus blow from a cutlass upon the head.
Hâ force now confisted. j»erely of the five men remâining of
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his own party, and three of those who had been detached,
who., all that were left alive,, had been compelled to fall back

upon their commander. How long he wouk have confinued
the hopeless ana aesperate stmggle, in this manner is d*ubt-
ful, had not a fresh , enemy appeared in his rear. These were
the crews of two other boats, who, having boarded without
difficulty, now came up to the assistance of their comrades.

So completely taken by surprise was Gerald in this quarter,
that the first intimation he had of his daxiger was,, in -the
violent seizure of his sword arm. ftom behind, and a generd
rush upon., and dL'sarnuncr Of the remainder of his followers.
On turning to behold his enemy., he saw with concern the
triamphant face of Desborough
615 Every dog has his day, I guess.,-l huskily chuckled the

settler, as by the glare of several torches which had been sud.
denly lighted., he was now seen casting loolo of savage ven-
geance,, and holding his formidable knife threateningly over
le head of the officer whom, he had grappled. cc I reckon as
how 1 told you it would be Jeremi ah Desborough's turn next.Iý'

Cc Silence feIlow, loose your hold," shouted one whose
authoritative voice and manner., announced hîrA for an officer,,
appa;rently the leader of the boardîng partye

Awed by the tone in which he was addressed, the settler
uitted his grasp, and retired muttering into the crowdbehind

I regret much, sir,51 pursued the American Commwder
seriously, and turning to Gerald., e4 that your obsthiate defence -
should have been carried to the length it lm. " We were
given to understand., that ours would not be an easy con-

ý,,quest-ye4 little deemed it would have been purchased with
the lives of nearly half our force. Still,, even while we deplore
Our lossj, have we hearts to esfimte the valour of our foe. 1
cannot give you freedôm, since the gift is not at my disposal;
but at least 1 may spare you the pain of surrendering a blade
you have so nobly wielded. -Retain your mord, sir.e-

29
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Genddls was not a nature toxemain untouched by such ai
act of ehiyalrous courtesy, and he expressed in brief; but
pointed termÉ, bis sense of the compliment.

-A dèzen of thýe boarders, under the command of a midship-
man) now-received orders to remain., and bring tbe prize into
Buffalo as soon as day light would. permit, and w*th these

wére left the IdUed and wounded of both parties, the latter
receivka, such attention as the rude experience of their COM_

im rades énabled them to affird. Five minutes afterwards Ger-
il 218, who baa exchanged bis trusty cutlass, for the sword he

had beeù so flatteringlypermitted. to retain, founa himselt in
the leading boat of the little return squadron., ana seated at
the side of bis wenerous captor. It may be easily imagin-

ed what bis mortification was at this unexpected reverse>
and how bitterly he regretted not having weio,,hed anchor
the nionieût bis prisoners hâd been landed. Reeet howeyere

vm now nnavailing, and dismissing this consideration -for a
while- he reverted to the strange circunistance of the spiking

of bis gun., and the mocking cheers., which ha4 burst from

the lips of bis enëmies, on the attempt to discharge it. This
reflectién drew ftom, him. a remark to bis companion.

cc I think you said.-13 he observed, cc that you had been in-
forined, the conquest of the schooner would not be an easy
one. Would it be sftking too, much to know who was y our
informant M

The American, officer shook bis head. I fear 1 am not at
hiberty exactly to name-buf thus much 1 m ay venture to, state,
that the person who has so rightly estimated your gallantry,
s oüenot Wholly unknown to you.

This W am One question more, wereYIOU pré
to expett the faïlure of the- schoonees principal me

of défence---à-her -long gun Vy
eym MwUeet the,éheer that burst f a my fellews., at the

moment when the harmIess flash was seen aseending, you
will require no further elucidation on that head5" ýephed the
Americau evasively
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This was sufficient for Gerald. He folded his arms, sank
his head upon his chest,, and continued to muse deeply. Soon

afterwards the boat touched the beach, where---many of the
citizens were assembled to hear tidinggs of the enterprize., and

congratulate the captors. Thence he was eDnducted to the
neat little inn, which was the only place of publie accommo-
dation the small towný or rather village -of Buffalo, at that
period afforded.
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AIT the termination of the memorable war of the revolution-
that war.which, on the one hand, severed, and for ever, the

ties that bound the Colonies in interest and affection with the'
parent land., and, on the other, seemed as by way of indem.
6 UL

nilication., to have rivetted the Canadas in éloser love to their
adoptea Mother-hundreds of families who had rernained
staunch in their allegiance, qnitýed the republican soil., Ub,

wMch they had been unwillingly transferred., and hastened
to close on one side of the vast chain of waters,, that separated
the descendants of France froin the descendants of Engl _e
the evening of an existence, whose morning and noon had
been passed on the other. Among the number of these was

Major Grantha% who, at the close of the revolution,, had
espoused a daughter., (the only rema-*n*ng childo of Frederick
and Madeline De Ilaldimar whose many vicissitudu of suf.
fering, prior to their marriage, have been full detailed in

Wacousta. Whe% at tbat period, the différent garrisons on
the frontier were given up to the American troops., the seve-
ral British regiments crossed over into Canada, and., after a
short term. of service in that country., were successively re.
lieveil by fresh corps froiii England. One of the earliest
recadled of thesel, was the regiment of Colonel Frederick De
Haldimar. Local interests, however, attaching his son-in-law

to Up,per Canadaý the latter had., on the reduction of his
corps., (a provincial regiment., well known throughout-the
wu of the revolution., for its strength, activity., and good serý
vice, finally fixed himself at Amherstburgh. In the neigh
bourbood of this post he had acq.3ired extensive possessions,
and, a.lmost from tÉe first formation of the setttement.,, ex-
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chanSed the duties of a military., for those of a scarcely less
active magisterial, life. Austere in manner, severe in his
administration of justice, Major Grantham might have been
considered a harsh man, had not these qualities bee temper-
ed by his well known benevolence to the poor, and bis staunéh.
yet, unostentatious, support of the deservino- and the well

intentioned. And, as his lifé was a continuous illustration
of the principles he inculcated no one could be unjust enouggh

to asçribe to intolerance or oppression, the rigour with which,
he exacted obedience, to those laws which he so well obeyed

1 Î, himself. It was remarkedý, moreover, that, while bis general
-marinS to those who souo-ht to pl4ce themselves in the scale

'Of arro-rant -supeiiority, was proud and unconciliating bis
ilemeanour to his infériors, was ever that of one sensible that

cond-escension may soothe and gratify the humble spirit.,
without its exercise at all detractin(r from the indepèndence

of him who offers it. But we cannot better sum. tiphis gene
ral'excellence,, and tée bigh estimationlin, which he was
held in the town of his adoption, than by stating that,, at the
period of his demise5 there was not to be seen one tearless

eye amonc the congregated poor, who with religious respect.,
flocked to tender the last'daties of humanity to'the remains

of their benefactor and friend.
In the domestic relations of life, Major Grantham wes no

less exemplarýy, althourr'a perhaps bis rio-id notions of rightq
had obtained for him more of the respect than of the love of
those who came within their influence, and yçt no mean por-
tion of both. Tenderly attached to bis wife, eýhcm he had'

lost when Gerald was--,?ylat în bis twelfth year, he had not
ceased to deplôre her loss; and this perhaps had contributed

to nourish a reservedness of disposition,, which, without at all
aiminir at, or such effect5 insensibly tended to the
production of a corresponding r2serve on the part of bis chil-
dren, that increased with their years ' Indeed, on their
mother, all the tenderness of their younS hearts had been

lavished, and, when they suddenly saw themselves deprived



THE CANADIAN BROTHERS.

of her whô loved and liad been loved by them, with dotine,
fondness, they felt as if a void had been left in their affections,
which, the less tender evidences of paternal love, were but

ins.ufficient wholly to supply. Still, (altho'uo,-h not to the same
extent,) did they love their father also; and what was wanted
in intensity of feeling was more than made up by the deep,
the exalted respect, they entertained, for his principles and

conduct. It was with pride they beheld him, not merely the
deservedly idolized of the low, but the respected of the bigh
-the example of one class, and the revered of another; one

whose high position in the social scalej had been attained,
less by his striking exterior advantagés, than the inward

worth that governed every action of his life, and whose
moral character,_ as completely sans tâche es his fulfilment of
the social duties was proverbially sans reproche, could not

fail, in a certain degree., to reflect the respect it commanded
upon themselves.

As we have before observed, however., all. the. fervor of their
affection had been centered in their mother, and that was indeed
a melancholy night in which the youtbs had been summoned

to watch the passing away of her gentle spirit for ever from,
'their love. Isabella De Haldimar had, from, her earliest infan-

cy, been remarkable for her quiet and contemplative charac-
ter; and, brea amid scenes that brougrht at every retrcýpect,
récèRections of some acted horror, it i' not suxprising that the
bias given by nature, shoulël have been developed and

strengthened by the events that had surrounded her. Not dis-
similar in disýosition, as she was not unlike in form, to, her
mothe'r5 she was by that mother carefully endowed with- thosa
gentler attributes of goodness: which, taking root within a
soil so eminently disposed to their reception., could not fail ta
render her in after life a model of excellence, both as a mothér'
and a wifé. Notwithstanding., however., this moulding of her
pliant., and well directed mind, there was about her a melan«.

choly., which while it gave promise of the devoted affection of
ibe mother, oifféred W little. prospect of cheerfulpess, in ap
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'union with one5 who, reserved himself, could net be expected
to temper that melancholy5 by the ititroduction of a gaiety

that was net natural te him. And yet it was for this very
melanchbly, tender and fascinating in ber, that Major Gran-
tham had sought the hand of Isabella De Haldimar; andit
was for the very austerity and reserve of his general man.

ner, more than froin the manly beauty of his tall dark person,
that he too, had become the object of ber secret choice, long

before he - had proposed for ber. Keenly alive te the happi-
ness of ber daughter, Mrs. De Haldimar had feared that such
union was ill assorted, for, as she called te mind the manner
and character of ber unfortunate uncle it seemed te ber them

were points of resemblance between him and the proposed
husband of ber child, which augured ill for the future quiet
of Isabella; but, when she consulted ber on the subject, and
founà that every feeling of ber heart., that was net claimed
b ber fond and indulgent parents., was given te Major Gran"y
tham, she no lonirer hesitated, and the marriage took place.

V'Contrary to the expectation, and much te the delight of Mrs,
(De 1-1aldimar, the first ear of the union proved one of comýwy

plete and unalloyed happiness, and she saw with pleasure,
that if Major Grantham did net descend te those little
empressemens which mark the dothiglover, he was never defi-
cient in those manlier, and more respectfül, attentions, that

woman of the mild and rellecting disposition of Isabella,
were se likely te be appreciated. More than the first year,

however it was net permitted Mrs. De Haldirùar to witness ber
daughterls happiness. Her husband's regimýnt having been
erdered home; but, in the past, she had a sueêient guarantee
for the future, and, when she parted ftom Isabella,, it was
under the full conviction, that she had confided ber to a màn
in every way sensible of ber worth, and desirous of making
her happy.

Se far the -event justified ber expectation. 'The austerity
which Major Grantham, carried with him into publie life, ias,
if not wholly laid aside; at least considerably softened, in the
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presence of his wife, and when, later, the births of two sou
crowned their unione there was nothinS left her to desire
which it was in the power of circumstances to bestow. But

Mrs. De Haldimar had not taken into account the effect likely
to, be produced by a separation from herself-the final sever-

g., as it were, of every tic of blood. Of the four children wh
liad composed the family of Colonel Frederick De Haldimar

the two oldest (officers in his own corps,) had perished in th
war; the fourth, a daughter, had died youncr, of a decline

and the loss of the former especiully, who had a-rown up with
her from childhooà' to youth, was deeply felt by the sensi-

tive Isabella. With the dreadful scenes perpetrated at De-
troit-scenes in which their family had been-, the principal
sufferers-the boys hadbeen familiarized by the old soldiers of

their father's regimentý who often took them to the severai
points mast worthy of remark, from the incidents connected

with them ; and, pointinig out the spots on whicli their uncle
Charles and their aunt Clara had fallen victims to the terri-
ble hatred of Wacousta. for their grandfather., detailed
the horrors of those days with a rude fidelity of coloring

that brought dismay and indignatiou to, the hearts of their
wonderinS and youthiful auditors. On these occasions, Isa-
bella became the depository of all that the had gleaned. To

her they confided., under the same pledore of secrecy which
had been exacted from themselves, every circumstance of
horror connected with those days ; nor were they satisfied
until they had shewn her those scenes with which so many
dreadful recollections, were associated. On one naturally of

melancholy temperamen4 these oft recurrino- visits could
not fail to produce a deep effect; and insensibly that gloom
of disposition,, which ' might have yielded to the influ-
enee of. years and circumstances, was more and more con-
Anned by the darkness of the imagery on which it re osed.
Had she been permitted to ilisclose to her kind mother all

thatshe had, heard and knownýhe subjà., the reciproca-
tion of their sympgthies might have relieved, her heart., and
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,artially dissipated the -phaýtasms that her knowledge of
hose events had conjureýd up ; but this her brothers had

jositively prohibited, alleginS as powerful reasons, not
îerely that the men who had confided in their promise, would

.be severely taken to task by their father, but also, that it
'could only tend to grieve their mother unnecessarily, and to
re-open wounds that were nearly c'osed.%

Thus was the melancholy of Isabella fed by the very silence
in which she was compelled to indulge. Often was her pillow

wetted with tears, as she passed in review the several féar.
ful incidents connected with the tale in which her brothers
had so deeply interested her, and she would have givert
worlds at those moments, had they been hers to, bestow, to
recal to, life and animation, the beloved but unfortunate
uncle and aunt to whose fàteý her brethers assured her,
even their veteran friends never alluded without sorr w.

'î Often, too, did she dwell on the share her own fond mother
had borne in those transactions, and the anguish, which, must
-have pierced her heart, when first apprized of the loffl -of her.,

whom, she had even then loved with all a mother% love. Nay.,
more than once while gazinS on the face of the former.,

her inmost soul given up to the recollection of aU she had
endured., first at Michillimackin4c,, and laîterwards at De-

troit., had she unconsciously sufféred the tears to, course down
her cheeks without an effort to restrain them. - Ignorant of

the cause, Mrs. De Haldimar only gscrib ed this emotion to the
natural melancholy of her danghter's character, and then she
would gently chide her, and seek, by a variety of means, to

divert her thougbts into some lively channel ; but shê had
little success in the attempt to eradicate reflections already
rooted in so cono-em* al a soil.

Her sister died very young., and she scarcely féit her loss
but, when, subsequently, the vicissitudes of a military life
had deprived her fbr ever of her beloved brothers., her melan-

Qétholy 'ncreased. It was., however, ihe silent.t tearless melan-
chol y) that knows not the paoxysm of outrageousgnef, The

D
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.quiet resignation of ber character formed an obstacle te the
inroads of all vivacious sorrow ; yet was fier health not ths
4s effectually undermined by the slow -action of her innate
feeling ortunately too much fostered by outward influen-
ces. By hermarriage and the birth of her sons, whom she
loved with all a motherls fondness, her mental màlady had
been materially diminished, and indeed, in a great degree su-

perseded, but, unhappily previous te these events it had
seriously affected her constitutioD, and produced a morbid
susceptibility of mind and persofi, that exposed ber te be

overwhelmed, by the occurrence of àny of those afllictions
which, othemrise, she rnight, with ordinary fortitude, have

endured. W1ýèn, therefore intelligencilifrom England an-
rpuneed that her parents had both pe"shed in a huiTicane
on their route te the West Indies, 'whither the regiment of
Colonel De Haldimar had been dÈered, t1w shock was too

7,1reat for ber, mentally and personally enfeebled as she had
beer, to, sustain, and she sank gradually under this final in-

fliction of P-oviderice.
Major Grantham beheld with dismay the efféct of this blow

iipon his beloved, wife. Fell consumption had now marked
her for his owný and se rapid was the piogress of the disease
aétinc on a tempérament already too much -pre-disposed te
its influenceq, that3 in despite of all human preventives, the
sensitive Isabella, before six months had elapsed, was sum-
inoned te a better world.

And ne-ier did human being meet the summons withmore
perfect resignation te the Divine will. The death-bed scene
between that tendQr-inother and her sorrowing family., was
one which miht have edified. even the most pious. Ge-
raldg as we have already said, was in his twelfth year at the
period of this afllicting event-his brother Henry,* one year
youncrer . both were summoned from school on the morninS of
her death--both knew that their fond mother was ill-but se
far were they from. imagining the scene about te be offered to

their young observation> that when they reached home it was



with the oyous feeling of boys, exultina- in a momentary
liberation from, scholastic restraint, and eagerly turning into
holiday, that which they little deemed would:so mon become

a day of inou.=*nlr. How rapidly was the deceitftil illusion
dispelled, when, on enterinS the siok chamber of their adored
parent, they beheld what every sùrrounding circumstance

told them was not the mere bed of sickness, but the bed of
death. Propped on pillows that supported her feeble head-
her beautiful blaek hair streaminS across her palfid, placid
brow, and her countenance wearine- a holy and relia-ious

calm, Mrs. Grantham presented an image of resignation, so
perfect, so superhuman, that the dispositiqu to, a violent ebul-

lition of cr efri , which at first manifested itself in the youths,
crave place to a certain mysterious awe, that chained them

almost spell-bound at the foot of her bed. A strict observer of
the ordinances of her religion,,-bhe had had every preparation
made for he - r reception of the sacrament., the admirustering
of which was only deferred until the aiTival of-her children.

-s duty beinS now performed, with the imposin£r solemnity
befittino, the occasion, the venerable clercy man, who had

known and loved her from her infancy, imprinted a last kiss
upon her brow, and left the apartiýent defiy affected.

Then, indeed, for thefirst time, was a loose o-iven to the grief
that pervaded every bosom, even to the lowest of the domes-
tics, who had been summoned to receive her parZnS blessinS.
Close to, the bed-side., each pressing one of her emaciated

hands to his lips, knelt her heart-broken sons,, weepilig
bitterly3 while, from, the chest of a tall negro, ýpparent]y an
old and attached seivant, burft forth at interves convulsive,

sobs. Even the austere Major Grantham, seated at some
little distance from the bedý contemplatinS the serene féatures
of his dying wife, could not restrain the tears that forced
themselve3 forth, and trickled through his fingers, as he-half

sought to conceal his emotion from his servants. la the midst
of the profound sorrow whielf environed her, Mrs. Grantham

alone wa-S unappâlled by her approaching end -- she spoke
JW
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calmly and collecteaiy, gently chiding some and encouraginS
others givinS advice and conveyina- orders , as if she
was merely about ta undertake a short customary journey

instead of that long, and untravelled one, whence there is
neither communication nor return. To her unhappy sons she
gave it in tender injunction to recompense their father by
their love for the loss. be was about to sustain in'hersëlf ; and
to her servants she enjoined to be al.once dutiful to their master
and affectionate to her children. HavinS made her peace
with God, and disposed, of herself, her consideration, was

now exclusively for others-and, during- the hour which
intervened between the departure of the clergyman and

her death, the whole tenor of her thoughts was directed
to the alleviation, of the sorrow which she felt would succeed
-the flight of her spirit from earth.' As she grew fainter, she

motioned ta her husband to come near her-Fle did so, and,
with a smile of rapt sexenity that bespoke the conviction
strong at her heart, she said in a low tone, as she clasped U,;;.
warm hand within her own, already stiffenina- with tha chill
of death Grieve not, 1 entreat you, for recollect that,

although we partý it is not for'ever. Oh. no ! my father,
my mother, my brothéïs., and you my busband, and beloved

children, we shall all meet acrain.ý' Exhausted with the
energy she had thrown into, these last words., she sank back
upon the pillow, from which she had partially raised her

head. After a short pause, she gglanced her eye on a por-
trait that huno- on the opposite wall. It represented an
officer habited in the full uniform of her fatherlsý regiment.

She -next looked at the negoTo., who,,amid bis unchecked
sorrow, had been an attentive observer of her every acti

and pointed. expressively first to her kneeling childreen, and
then td the portrait. The black seemed to understand her

meaning; for he made a sign of acquiescence. She then ex-
tended her hand to him, which he kissed,, and bedewed with

bis tears, and retreated sobbine to bis position near the
fçot of the bed. Two minutes afterwards, Mrs. Grantham
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had breathed her last., but so, insensibly that, although every
eye was fixed upon her, no one could tell the precise moment
at which she had ceased to exist.

We will pass over the deep grief which, preyed upon
the hearts 1 of the unfortunate brothers, -for week- after they

had been compelled to acknowledge the stern truth thal.,
they were indeed motherless. Those who have, at that

tender age, known what it is to lose an affectionate mothe'.
and under circumstances at all similar to, those just described,
will be at no loss te comprehend the utter desolation of their

bruised spirits:. to those who have not sustained this most.
grievous of human afflictions., it would be a waste of time to
detail what cannot possibly be understoodý save througgh the
soul-withering ordeal of a like experience.

Ifý in early youth, however,_the impressions of sorrow are
more lively, so is the return-to hope more rapid. Time, and
the elastitity of spirit common to their years, gradually dis-
sipated the cloud of melancholy that had rested on the bearts
of the Canadian Brothers; and, although they never ceased

to, lament their mother with that tenderness and respect
which her many virtues, and love for them especialiv, de,

ýnanded., still did their thouShts gradually take the bias to
ývhiéh a variety of outward and important circumstances
afterwards directed them. It was soon after this event, that
the first seeds of disunion began to sprino- up between England
and the United States, the ihevitable'results of which, it was
anticipated, would be the ý involving of Canada în the
struggle ; and, notwithstanding the explosion did not take
place for several years afterwards, preparations were made
on either shore, to, an extent that kept the spirit of enterprise
constantly on the alert,

Inheritino- the martial spirit of their family., the inclina-
tions of the youno- Granthams led them to, the service ; and,
as their fàther could have no reasonable objection to oppose
to a c ice which promised hot ' rely to secure his, Bons
in au eligible profemion, but.to render them in some degree

D
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of benefit to their country, he consented to their views.
Gerald-'s prefèrence leading him to the navy,, he was placed
on that establishment as a midshipman; while Henry., severai
years later, obtained, through the influence of their father's

eld friend General Brock, an Ensigacy in the - Regiment
then quartered at Amherstburge

Meanwhile, Major Granthamy whSe reserve appeared to,
have increased since the death of his wife, seemed to, seek,,
in the active discharge of his magisterial dutiesý a relief from
the recollection of the loss he had sustained ; and it was about

this perioa that., in consequence of many of the American
settlers in Canadae having, in anticipation of a rupture between

thje two countries, secretly withdrawn, themselves to the
opposite shore, his exaction of the duties of British subjecýs

from those who remaîned,, became more vigorous than ever.
We have already-. shewn Desborough to have been the

most unruly and disorderly of the worthless set ; and as no
opportuility was omitied of compelling him. to renew his
oath of allegiance, (while his general conduct was strictly
watched.,) the hatred of the man for the stern magistrate was

daily matured, until at length it grew into. an inextinguish-
able desire for revenge.

The chief., and almost only recreation, in which Major
Grantham indulged, was that of fowling. An excellent shot

hiraself,, he had been in some degree the instructor of his
sons; and,, althongh, owing te the wooded nature of the
country., the facilities aforded to the enjoyment of his favorite
pursuit in the orthodox manner of a true English sportaman,,

were few5, stille as game was every where abundant) he Lad
cQntinue(j to turn to, accouut the advantages that were ac-

tually offered. Both Gerald'and Renry had been Iàs earlier
companions in týe spgrte but, of late years and especially

since the death of theà -à-Mher., he had been in the habit of
going out alone.

It was one morning in that seàson of the year wheiâ the
mi&Tatmy pigeons pursue their course towards what am
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temed the 99 burnt woods.'l' on which they feed, and in such

numbers as to cover-the surface of the heavens, as with a

dense and darkening cloud, that Major Grantham saffied

forth at early dawn, with his favorite dog and guný and,
as was his custom., towards 1-lartley-s point. DisdaininS,, 1J
as unworthy of his sIdIl, the myriads of-pigeons that every

where presented themselves, he passed from the skirt of the

forest towards an extensive swamp, in the rear of Hardey-ls.,
which, abounding in golden plever and snipe, usually afforded

him a plentifal supply. On this occasion he was singularly
successfül and., having bagg-ed as many birds as he could

conveniently carry, was in the act of ramming down his lut
charge, when the report of a shot came unexpectedly from
the forest. la the next instant he was sensible he was
wotfnded, and, placing his hand to, his back felt it wet with
blood. As there was at the moment.several large wild ducks
within a few yards of the spot where hestood, and between
himself and the persoýn who had f1redý he at once concluded

thathehadbeenthevictimof an accident., and., feeling the
necessity of assistance, he called loudly on the unseen s rts.

rk PO
man, to come forward te his aid -bu4 although his demand was

several times repeated, no aumer was returned, and no one
appeared. With some difficulty he contrivedý.. after disem.

barrassing him elf of his game-bag. te reach the farm at
Hartley's, where every assistance was afforded him, and, a

waggon having been procured, he was conducted to his home,
when,, on examiiation, the wound was prSwUnced to be
mortal.

On the third day from this evente Major Grantham breathed
his last, bequeathing the gu ans P of his sous te Colond

Dý'Fg"Me, who, had married. his sister. At this epoch,,, Ger.
ald was.absent with Ida vessel on a craise. but Hei" receiv-
ed his Parting blessipg UPon Whe accompanied by a solemn
mJunctioný that they should never be gmilty of any art which
could sully the memoryl, either of their mother or himseIL
Tbis HeM promised, in t mSt w1ylie mme of both
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to observe; ana, when Gerald returned, ana to his utter dis "Ybeheld the liféless form of the parent, whom he had quittea
only a few days before i'n all the vicrour of healthhe not only

renewed the pledwe by his brother, but with the viva-
city of character habitual tohim, called down the vengeane of
Heaven upon his head, should he ever be found to, swerve
from, those principles of Yýgtue and honor, which had been so
sedulously inculcated on him.

Meanwhile there was nothing to, throw even the faintest
light on the actual cause of Major Grantham's death. On the

first probing and dressinS of the wound, the murderous lead
had beèn extracted> and, as it was discovered to be a rifle

ball it was taken for granted that some Indian, engagea in the
chase, had, in the eagerness of pursuit, missea an interme-
diate object at which he had taken aim, and lodged the bell
accidentally in the body of the unfortunate gentleman ; and
that, terrified at the discovery of the mischief he had done,
and perhaps apprehending punishment, he had hastil fied
from the spot., to avoid detection. This opu*ùon, unanimous1y
entertained hy the townspeople, was shared by the brothers,

-%vho knowino, the unbounded love and respect of all for their
parent, dreamt not for one moment that his death coula have
been the result of premeditation. It was left for Désborough to0

avowý at a later period . that he had been the murderer ; and
with what startling efect on him) to whom the admission was
exultingly made5 we have already, seen.

When Desborough was subsequently tried, there was no
other eviaence by which to establish his, guilt, than the admis-

sion alluded to, and this he declared, in his defenceý he had
only made with a view to annoy Mr. Grantham, to whom he
owed a gradige for persecutinS him so closely on the occasion

-of his flight with his son ; andý althongh., on refèrence to the
-periodý, it was found that Major Grantham had received the

woma which occasioné d his death two days, after Desborough
lhad been ordered> on pain of instant expulsion from the coun-

,try, to renew his oaths, and perform service with the railitia
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of the district,. still, as this fact admitted only of a pre-
sumptive interpretation the charome could not bé sufficiently

brought home to him . and he was, however reluctantly, acquit-
ted. The rifles which, it will be remembered, were seized by

Henry Grantham on the occasion of bis detection of the set-
tler in an act of treason, were still in bis possession, and, as

they were of a remarkably small calibre. the conviction
would have taken place., had the ball which killed -Major

Grantham been forthcomincr, and found to fit either of the
bores. Unfortunately, however, it so happened that it had
not been preserved, so that an essential link in the chain

of circumstances bad been irrecoverably lost. When the
question was mooted by the court, before whom, lié' was
tried, the countenance of the settler was discovered to 'fall,
and there was a restlessness about him, totally at variance
with the almost insolent calm he had preserved throucrhoixt

but wten it appeared that, from the impression previously
entertained of the manaeý7 of the death, it had no.t beeu
thoucht necessary to preserve the ball he again resumed bis -
confidence, and listened to the remainder of the proceedings
unmoved.

We have seen him subsequently escapina- from. the con-
finement to which. he had been subjected, with a view to trial
for another offence, and, later still, unshackled and exultingly
brandishincy bis knifé over the head of one qjf the objects of bis
bitterest hatred, on the deck of the very vessel in which he
had so recently been a prisoner.
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CHAPTER IV. te

AUTUIN had passed away, and winter, the stern invio-ora- of
tinS winter of Canaàa, had already covered the earth with
endurincr snows, and the waters with Mages of seemin,,Iy a

eternal iCe, and yet no effort had been made by the Ameri- 0'
cans to repossess themsel'ves of the country they had so re- h

cently lost. The several garrisons of Detroit and Amherst-
the laurels they had so easily won,

burgh, reposing under
macle holiday of their conquest; and,, secure in the distance

that separated them from tbe more populous districts of the
Union., seemed to have taken it for ganted that they had
played their final part in the active operations of the wax, and

vjould be suffered to remain in undisturbed possession. But
the storm. was already brewing- in the far distance which,
advanicing progressively like the waves bf the coming tem-

pest,., was destined, first to shake them in their security, and
finally to overwhelm, them. in its vortex. With the natural

enterprize of their character, the Americans had no sooner
ascertained the fall of Detroit, than means, slow but cer-

tain, wêre taken for the recovery of a post, with whichý
their national glory was in no slight degree identified. The
country whence they diew their resources for the occa-
sion, were the new states of Ohio and Kentucky, and one
who, had previously travelled througSh those immense tracts
of forests, where the dwelling of the backwoodsman is met

,with. at long intervals, would have marvelled at the zeal and
promptitude with which, these adventurous people., abandon-
ing their homes, and disregarding their personal interests)
Rocked to the several rallyinir points. Armed and accoutred

at their own expenceý with the unerring rifle that provided
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them with oam and the faithful hatchet that haa brought
down the dark forest into read subjection, their claim upon

the publie was for the mere sustenance they required on ser. JIý
vice. It is true that this partial independence of the Govern-
ment whom they serve-a: ratheý_ in fae character of volun-

teers., than of conscripts, waý in a gTeat measure fatal to their
discipline; but in the peculiar warfare of the country, absence
of discipline was rather an advantage than a demerit, since

when checked, or thrown into confusion., they looked not fÔr
a remedy in the resumption of order, but in the exercise each
of his own individual exertions, facilitated as he was by

his general knowledge of localities, and his confidence in his
oivn personal resources.

But, althoug'a new armies were speedily orSanized-if
organized, may be.. termed those who brolight with them into
the contest much courage and devotedness yet., little disci-
pline, the Americans, in this instatice, proceeded with a caution
that proved their respect for the Briti h garrison., strongly
supported as it was by a numerous force of Indians. Within

two, months after the capitulation of Detroit, a considerable
army, Ohioans and Kentuckians, with some regular Infantry.,
had been pushed forward as«w:lth a view to, feel their way;
but these havinS been checked by the sudden appearance of
a detachment from Amhersiburgh, had limited their advance,
to the Miami ýRîver, on the banks of which, and on the ruins
of one of the Ôld Eno-lish forts of Pontiaels days, they haa

constructed new fortifications., and otherwise strongly en.
trenched themselves.* It was a mistake, however., to imagine

that the enemy would be content with establishing himself
here. The new fort merely served as a nucleus for the con--

centration of suchýresources of men and warlike equipment
as were necessary --to the subjection., firstly of Detroit,, ana
afterwards of Amherstburgh. Depriveaof the means of trans.
port,, the shallow bed of the Miami aiding them, but littleq
it was a matter of no mean difriculty with the Americans to

couvey through several hunareanUles of forest, the heavy



&uns they required for battering, and as it was only at inter.
vals this could be efected ; the most patient endurance and
unrelaxing perseverance being necessary to the end. Froni
the inactivity;of this force., or rather the êonfinement of its
operations to objects of defence, the Eno-Iish garrison had cal-
culated on undisturbed security, at least throua-hout the win-
ter, if not for a longer period; but although it was not until
this latter season was far advanced, that the enemy broke up
from, bis entrenchments on the Miami, and pushed himself
forward for the attainment of * bis final view, the error of im-

puting inactivity to him, was discovered at a moment when
it was least expected.

It wa.§ during a public ball given at Amherstburgh on the
18th of January 1813., that the first intelligence was brought
of the advance of a stronS American force, whose object it

was supposed was to push rapidly on to Detroit, leaving Am-
herstburgh. behind to be disposed of later. The officer who

brought this intelligence was the fat Lieutenant Raymond,
who c'ommanding an outpost at the distance of some leagues

had been surprised, and affer a resistance very creditable
under the circumstances, driven in by the American ad-%

vanced guard with a loss of nearly half bis cominand,
Thuse 6, parva componere magnis,'-' was the same con-

sternation produced in the ball-room, at Amherstburg, that, at
a later period , occurred in a similai place of amusement at

'Brussels., and although not followed by the same momentow
publie results Producing the same host of flattering féars and
anxieties in the, bosoms of the female votaries of Terpsichore*
We believe, however., that there existed some dissimilarity
in the several modes of communication-the, Duke of Wel-
lington, rece*v*g bis with some appeanace of regardý,, on the
part of the -commiln;cator, for the nerves of the ladies., while
to Colonel St. Julian., commanding at AmheTstberg., and en-
gaged at the moment at the whist table., the ' news wasim«
parted in stentorian tones, which were audible to every one
in thé. adjol--n--ng ball-room.,

TH.E CANADIA-N BROTHERS.
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But even if his voice had not been heard, the appearance
of Lieutenant Raymond would have justified the apprehen-
siôn of any reasonable person5 for, in the importance of the
moment, he had not deçcméd it necessary to make any chênge
in the drm in which he had been surprised and driven back.
Let the reader figure to himself a remarkably fat, ruddy
faced man, of middle age., dressed in a pair of tightly fitting
dread-nought trowsers, and a sheU jacket, that had once beèn
scarlet, but now, from use and exposure, rather resembled
the colour of brickdust ; boots from. which all polish had

been taken by the grease employed to render them snow-
proof ; a brace of pistolà 'thrust into the black waist belt that

encircled his huge circumfèrence, and from which depended
a sword., whose steel scabbard shewed the rust of the rudest
bivouac. Let him, moreover, figure to, himself that ruddy
carbuncled face, and nearly as ruddy brow5 suffused with
perspiration, although in a desperately cold winter3s night,'
and the unwashed hands,, and mouth, and lips black from the
frequent biting of the ends of cartridcres, while ever and anon
the puff7ed cheeks, in the effort to procure air and relieve the

pantino- chest) recal the idea of a Bacchusý after one of Iýg most
lengthened orees-let him figure all this., and if he will add

short,, curling, wiry, damp hair, surmounting a head as rounà
as a turnip, a snubby, red, retroussé nose, and liSht gray eyes

.A -he will have a tolerable idea of the startling figure that thus
abmptly made its appearance in the person of Lieutenant

]Raymond, first among tbe dancers., and bustlingly thence into
thý adjoining card room.

y At the moment of his entrante, every eye had been turned
upon this strange apparition, while an almost instinctive

serse of the cause of his presence pervaded every breàst.
le Indeed it was impossible to behola him, arrayed in the bi.

ývouac garb in which we have described him, contrasted as it
w-as with the elegan--t ball drmes of his brother officers., and

ie not attribute his-presence to some extraordinary motive ; and
as almost every one in- the room Was aware of his havino,
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been absent on detachment, his mission had been half divined
even before he had opened his lips to Colonef St. Julian, for

whom, on entering, he had hurriedly inquired.
But when the latter officer was seen soon afterwards to rise

from. and le4ve the card table, and,. after communicating
hurriedly with the several heads of Departments, quit alto-

Lrether the sceàe of festivity, there could be no longer a doubt
and, as in all cases of the sort, the danger was magnified, à
it flew from. lip to lip, even as the tiny snow ball becometh
a inountain by the accession it receives in its rollino- course.
Suddenly the dance was discontinued, and indeed -in'time,
for the fincers of the non-combatant musicians, sharing in
the creneral nervousness, had already given notice, by nume-

rous faIsettos, of tbeir inability to proceed much longer.
Bonnets, cloaks, muffs, tippets, shawls, snow shoes, and all
the paraphernalia of female winter equipment peculiar to
the country, weïe brought unceremoniously in, and thrown
en masse uponý the deserted benches of the ball room, Then
was there a scramble among the fair dancers, who, having
secured their respective property, quitted the bouse, not
however, without a secret féar on the part of many, that the

first object they should encounier, on sallyinc forth, would be
a corps of American sharp-shooters. To the confusion within
was added. the clamour withont, arising from swearin'e

ZD 0
drivers,, neighing boises, jingling bells, and jostling sledges.
Finally the ènly remaining ladies of the party were the

DeEgvilles., whose sledge had not yet arrived, and with these
lingered Captain Molineux5 Middlemore, and Henry Gr
tham,, aU of whom, having obtained leave of absence for the-
occasion> had accompanied them from ettroit. The two

formerý who had just terminated one of the ôld ' fashioked
cotillons, then peculiar to, the Canadas, stood leaning over

-the ý chairs of their paxtners., indulging in no very ch table
comments on the unfortunate Raymond, to whose cc ugly

W,
presence at that unseasonable hour they ascribed a host of

Inost impQrtant momentary evils; as, for example, the early
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breakino- up of the pleasantest ball of the season, the Io ss
of au excellent anticipated supper that had been prepared for
a later hour, and, although last not least, the necessity it

imposed upon them of an immediate return, that bitter cold
4wnight, to Detroit. Near the blazinom wood fire, at their side ,

0 
ý 1

stood Henry Grantham, and Captain St. Clair of the Engi-
neers. The former with his thoughts evidently far away

from the passing scene, the latter joining in the criticisms on
Raymond.

I always said,11 observed Molineux, shruo-gina- his
shoulders that he resembled one of the ground hogs of his

old. command of Bois Blanc, more than any thing human
and hang me if he does not tonight look like a hop, in
armour.

There certainly is somethino- of the armadilla about
himý11 said Middlemore if we may judo-e from the formi-

dable weapons he brought ir.to the room."
cc And, notwithstandincr Ris alert retreat, few officers cart

have made such head a(yainst, and shewn such face to the
enemy,11 added St. Clair.
ce True,11 retorted Middlemore, there were certainly
some extraordinaryféatures in the affair.11
G4 Iflý remarked Molineux, cc he faced the-ý-enemy, I am

certain he must have kept the' bolciest at bay - but if he
shewed them his back, as from his heated appearance 1
stron.ly suspect that he did, he must have afforded the

.ViYankee riflemen as much fun as if they bad been in pursuit *5ý--
of a fat old raccoon.>-'

Sha.11 1 ask him that he may answer for himself M in-
quired Hçnry Granthàm, whose attention had been aroused

by the ironical remarks of hig companions.
13Y ncý meems,11 replied, Middlemore, cc we have 'u.-nse?-

enough in his merle look.13
ce Ha ha 1 ha 111 roaredý Molineux and St. Clair in

concert.
çç Nay, nay interposed Julia D'EgviUe5 who had listened
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impatiently to the comments passeil upon the unfortunate and
unconscious oflleer, cc this keen exercise of your powers on
poor Mr.' Raymond is hardly fair. -Recollect (turning to

34iddlemore.) it is not'given to all to possess the refinement
of wit, norý, (addressing, St. Clair) thé advantages of personal
attraction. therefore is it more incumbent on those to whom

such gifts aire given, to be merciful unto the wanting in both-1-'
This was uttered with marked exprmion.

" Bravaý my most excellent and spirited partnerýý.q whis.
pered Molineux, secretly delighted that the lash of the

reprover had net immediately embraced him in its-circuit.
Il Thank you, my good, kind hearted, considerate cousin5l"

looked Henry Grantham.
cc Oh. the devil.,51 muttered Middlemore to St. Clair, we

shall have her next exclainu*ng,, in the words of Monk LewW
Bleedino- Nun,

t 'l Raymord, Raymond, 1 am thine

'Raymond, Raymond, thou art mine.l Il

St. Clair shragged his shoulders, bit his lip., threw up his
large blue eyes,, shewed his white teeth, glightly reddened.,
and looked altogether exceedingly at a loss whether te féel
complimented. or reproved.
111 But here coïnes Mr. Raymond, te fight his own battles."

continueil Miss D-Fgville with vivacity.
Il I-Iusb," whispered Mc4m*eux.

1116 I-Ionor among Weves,?* added Middlemore, in the same
low tone.

Epd.-" said Raymond, wipinS the yet lingering dews
from his red forehead, as he advanced from the card roorn
where he had been detained, talking over his adventure with

oné or two of the anxious townspeople ; le I have, within
the last twenty four heurs, bad so much runninS and fighting
for my countryý that strèngth is scarcely left me to fight my
own battles. But what is it, Miss' dlEgville ?11 as he saluted

Julia and her sister,, cg what battle am 1 to fight now-some
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ftesh quizzing of these wap, I ýsuppose-ah5 Middlemore,
'how do you do; Molineux, St. Clair, Henry Grantham , how
do you all do

Gg Ah. Raymond, my dear fellow, how do you do ?Il- greeted
Captaîn Molineux, with the air of one who really rejoices in

the reappearance of a long absent friend.
Raymorid5 I am delighted to see you,11 exclaimed St.

Clair.
cc Your bivouac has done you good,11 joinM Middlemore,

followino- the example of the others, and extending his hand,
1 never saw you lookino- to greater advantage."
cc Pretty well, pretty well thank you,11 returned the good

humoured, but not too acute subaltern, as he passed his hand
over his Falstaffian stomach ; cc only a little fatigued with
the last six hours retreatimy. Ea-ad ! I be to think 1

never should get away, the fellows pursued us so hotly.11
9G -And hotly you fled, it would appear,," returned. Middle-

more.
cc I dare be sworn, there was not a six foot Kentuckian of

the whole American army active enough tQ coïne within a
mile of him added Molineux.

GG And, yet, considering the speed he M"'ade, he seems to,
have lost but little of his flesh,," said St. Clair..

cc Of course," chuckled Middlemore, 44 the'se long fellows
come from Troy county in Ohio."

cc Egad, I donIt know; why do vou ask
GG Because you know it is not for the men of Ti-oy to reduce
the men of Grease-hence your escape."

-Lre the enemy then so near, Mr. Raymond?" inquired.
Julia D'Egville., anxious to turn, the conversation.

i should think not very far,, Alliss D'Egville., since, as
-nu S they have not given me time to change my dress.1-1

At that moment the noise of herses5 bells were heard
without ; and the were soon distinguished to be those of
Colonel D'Egville's berlin,

A few moments afterwardsý that officer entered the rooux
E
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now wholly deserted save by the little coterie near the
fire place. Like Lieutenant Raymondes5 his dresi was more

suited to, the bivouac than the ball room, and his countenance
otherwise bore traces of fatigue.

His daughters flew ta meet him. The officers also grouped
around, desirous ta hear what tidings he brought of the enemy,,
ta corroborate the statement of Raymond. Ta the great
raortification of the latter., it was now found that he and his
little detachment had had all the runnincr to themselves, and
that while they fancied the whorle of the American army to10be close at their heels, the latter had been sa kept in check
by the force of Indians, under Colonel D'Egville in person.,
as ta be compelied ta retire upon the point whence the origi.
nal attack had been made. l'hey had not followed the

broken English outpost more than a miIe, and yet, sa con.
vinced of close Pursuit had been the latter, that for the space
of six leagues they had scarce relaxed in their retreat. The
information now brought by'Colonel D'Egville, was that the

Americans had not advanced a single foot beyond the outpost
in question, but on the contrary had commenced constructing
a stockade., -and throrwing up entrenchments. He added,,
moreover, that he had just dispatched an express to Sand-
'Wich> ta General Proctor, (who had, since the departure
of General Brock., succeeded to the command of the dis-
trict» communicatinS the intelligence, and suggestinS the
propriety of an attack before they could &Ivance farther,
and faver any movement on the part of the inhabitants of
Detroit. M this counter-movement on our part would re-w
quire every man that couId be spared ftom the latter foIrtress,
Colonel D-'EgviUe seemed to think that befbTe the officets

could reach it, its garrison would be already on the way
ta join the expedition, which would-doubtless be ordered te
move from. Amherstburg; and as'the same impression appeared

to exist in the mind of Colonel St. Yulian> whom he had only
just parted from. ta proceed in search of his daughters, the
latta had taken it upon himself to detemine that they should
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remain where they were until the answer5 communicatino-
the final decision of General Proctor3ehould arrive.

If the young officers were deligâted at the idea of escaping-
the horror of an eig-hteen miles drive, on one of the bitterest
nights of the season, supperless, and at the moment of'
issuin« from a comfortable ball room their annoyance at

(-what they termed) the pusillanimity of Éaymond., who had
come thus unnecessaxily in, to the utter annihilation of their

evening's amusement., weln equal proportion. For this., on
their way home, they revenged themselves by every sort of
persiflage theïr humour could adapt to the occasion, until in
the end, they completely succeeded, in destroying the good

humor of Raymond,, who eventually quitted them under
feelings of mortified pride, which excited all the generous
sympathy of the younger Granthara5 while it created in his

breast a sentiment of almost wrath against his inconsiderate
companions. Even these latter were at lenath sensible that

they had gone too fax., andý as their better feelings returned,,
they sought to assure the offended object of their pleasantry "Ïi

that what they had uttered was merely in jest ; but finding
he, received these disclaimers in moody silence., they renewed

their attack5 nor discontinued it until they separated for their
21ýmutual quarters for the night.

Poor Raymond was, it will be perceived, one of those un.
fortunates termed 41 butts,'ý which'are to be met with in

almost all societies., and but too often in a regiment. Con-
scious of his great corpulence5 and its disadvantages to him
as a soldier, he not only made every allowance for the sallies
of his, lively and more favored brothe-P officers, but often good.
naturedly joined in the laucrh against himself-alll the badi-
nage uttered against his personal appeaxance, he had, on Pr-
this occasion borne with the most perfect templer ; but when,,
presuminup on M& forbearance, they proceeded to reflect on
the hurfîedý and, under all circumstances, justifiable manner
of his retteat., after having sustained an unequal conflict
against au overpowerin& enemy for upwards of two hoffl,
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his honest heart was wounded to the core; and, although he
uttered not one word, the unkindness sank deeply into hi&
memory.. The follovfing dawn broke in, decked, with all the sad and
sober gray, peculiar to a Canadian sky in the depth of winter,,
and, with the first rising- of the almost rayless sun commenced

numerous% warlike preparations that gave promise to, the
inhabitants of some approaching crisis. The event justified

their expectation, the suggestion of Colonel D'Egville had
been adopted, and the same express, which carried to General
Proctor the information of the advance of the enemy, and,
tËe expulsion of Lieutenant Raymond ftom his post, was
pushed on to Detroit, with an order for every man who could
be spared from. that fortress, to be marched, without a
moment's delay, to Amherstburg-1 At noon the detachment
had, arrived, and, the General makinS his appearance soon

after., the expeditièn3 composed of the strength of the two
garrisons, with a few light guns, and a considerable body of
Indians, under the Chief Roundhead, were pushed rapidly
across-the lake, and the same night occupied the only road
by which, the enem.Y could advance.

It was a picturesque sight., to those who lingered on the
banks of the Detroit, to watch the movement of that mass of

guns, ammunition cars., sle-dges, &c. preceding the replar
march of the troops, as the whole crossed the firm yet rum-

bling ice, at the head of the now deserted Island of Bois-
Blanc. Nor was this at all lessened in effect by the wild
and irregular movements of the 1ndiansý who advancing by
twos and threesý but more often singly, and bounding nimbly,
yet tortuously5 along the -vast white field with which, the
outline of their swarthy forms contrasted) called up.., at the

outset, the idea of a legion of devils.
,,,,But there was more than the mere indulgence of curiosity in
the contemplation of this scene, so highly characteristie of the
country. On the result of the efforts of those now scarcely
discernable atoms, depended the fate, not merely of the town
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and garrison of Amherstburgh, but of the whole adjoining
country. If successful, then would the repose of the anxious
inhabitants once'more be secured., and the horrors of invasion

again averted from their soil ; but if on the contrary, they
should be deféated, then must every hope be extinguished,,
and the so recently conquered. completely change sides -with

their conquerors. Such were the thoughts that fflled the
bréasts of many of the townspeople of Amherstburg, and
considering that in the present instance tbey had much to,
lose, nothincr-to gain, they may fairly enough be pardoned
for havino- entertained some litte nervousness as to the result.

It was durinS one of the coldest mo 'ng
nu gs of January,, that

this little army bivouaced on the banks of a small rivuletj,
Sstantý-1ittle more than a league from the position which
had been taken up by the Americans. So unexpected and
rapid had been the advance of the expeditione that not the
slightest suspicion appeared to have been entertained by the

Americans even of its departure; and from information,,
brought at a late hour by the Indian scouts, who had been

dispatched at nightfall to observe their motions,, it was
gathered that, so far from apprehending or beinS prepared for
an attack, all was quiet in their camp, in which the custom.-

ary night fires were then burnino-. l'hus favored by the false
secu-rity of their enemies, the British force, after partalcing of
their rude, but substantial mèal, and preparing their arms,, laid
themselves down to rest in their accoutrements and o-reat coats

their heads reclining on whatever elevation, however small,
presented itself, and their feet half buried in the embers of
the fires they had with difficulty kindled on the frozen ground.,

from which the snow had been removed-allý sanguine of
success, and all, more or less endeavouringto snatch,ý even
amid the nipping frost to which their upper persons were

exposed, a few bours of sleep prior to the final advance, which
-was té, take place an hour before dawn.

In the midst of the general desolatenessof aspect which
encompasseaall, there were few privations, endured by the
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men, that were not equally shared by their ofâcers. A soli-
tary and deserted log hu%ý was the only thing in the shape of
a human habitation to be seen within the bivouac, and this
had been secured as the head quarters of the General and his,

staff-all. besides had no other canopy than the clear sta'rry
heavens, or., here and there, the leafless and unshelterincr
branches of some forest tree, and yet, axound one large and
blazinc- fire, which continued to be fed at intervals by masses,
of half decayed wood, that, divested of theïr snow, lay sim-
rnering and dying before it, was frequently to be heard the
joyous yet suppressed laugh, and piquant sally, as of men

whose spirits no temporary hardship -or concern for the event-
ful future could effectually depress.- These issued from the

immediate bivouac of the officers, who. seated squatted
around their fire after the manner of the Indians, instead of
courting a sleep which the intefise cold rendered as difficult
of attainment, as unrefieshing when attained, rather sought
solace in humôurous conversation, while the animal warmth
was kept alive by frequent pufângs from that campaigners'

first resource the cigar, seasoned by short and occasional liba-
tions'fiom the well filled caftteen. Most.of them wore over
their regimenta]ý, the grey great coat then peculiar to the

service, and had made these in the highest posssible degree
available by fur trimmings on the caffs and collar, which
latter was tightly buttoned round the chin, while their heads
were protected by furred caps, made like those of the men,

of the raccoon skin. To this uniformity of costume, there wu,
as far as regarded the outward clothing one exception in the
perron of Captain Cranstoun, who had wisely inducted hir.n-
self in.the bear skin coat so frequently quizzed by his com-
panions., and in whieh he now sat as undisturbed by the cold,

so, sensibly felt by his associates, as unmoved by the criti-
cismsthey passed on its grotesque appearance., and unpro-

voked by the, recurrence to the history of his former ludicrous.
adventure. Finding that Cranstoun was- inaccessible, they

again., with the wayward:ess of their years and humour, ad-
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vè,-rted to the retreat of Raymond, to whom Molineux, Mid.
dlemore5 and St. Clair-the latter a volunteer in the expe-

dition-attribute d the unpardonable fact of the breaking up of a
most delightfül party, and the deprivation of a capital sup-

per. Such was the conversation-such were the serious com.
plaints of men, who, before another sun should rise, might see
cause to upbraid themselves, and bitterly, for the levity in
whieh they were so inconsiderately indulging.

Durin& the whole of the march, Raymond had evinced a
seriousness of demeanor by no means common to him., and,
although he had made one of the party in the general bivouac,
he had scarcely opened his lips, except to reply to the most
direct questions. The renewed attack, at first, drew from him
no comment, althoucyh it was evident he felt gTeatly pained ;
but when he had finished smoking his ciSar, he raised himself.,

not without difficulty, from the ground, (a circumstance,
which, by the way, provoked a fresh burst of humour from
the younS men,) and be(ran, with a seriousness of manner.

that, being unusual, not a little surprised them: cc Gentlemen,
you have longbeen pleased to select me as your butt.15

cc Of course," hastily interruptedMolineux, hazarding bis
PUI15 cg we naturally sele et you for what you most resem-

ble.11
GcCaptain Molineux-Sentlemen!" resumed Raymond with

greater emphasis.
cc He is o-etting warm on the subject,,13 observed Middle-

more. cc Have a care Molineux, that the butt does not churn
until in the end it becomes the butter."

cc Ha-! ha 1 haPI vociferated St. Clair, cl good, excellent,
the best you ever made, Middlemore.11
49 Gentlemen," persevered Raymond, in a tone, îana with a
gesture, of impatience, cc this trifling will be deeply regTeited
by You all tomorrow; 1 repeat,11 he pursued, when he found
he had at length secceeded in procuring silence, cc you have
long been pleased to select me as your bùtt., and while this
was confined to, my personal appearaneeý, painful as 1 have



sometimes founil your humour, 1 could, still endure it ; but
when I perceive those whom 1 have looked upon as friends

and brothers, casting imputations upon my courage, 1 may be
excuse for féeling, offended. You have succeeded in wound.
ing my heart, and some of you will regret the hour when you

did so. Another perhaps, would adopt a différent course., but I
am not disposed to return evil for evil. 1 wish to believe.
that in all your taunts upon this subject, you have merely

indulo-ed your banterinc humour-but not the less have you
pained an honest heart. ' Tomorrow will -prove that you
have grievously wronSed me, and I am mistaken, if you will
not deeply regret itlý

ic Noonsense, noonsense, Raymoond, ma deer fallow; do
nW heed the queeps of the haïr-breened deevils. Ye see a

neever tak any nootice ol them, but joost leet them ha? their
way.»

But Raymond stayed not-he hurried away across the
snow towards a distant fire., which lighted the ruder bivouac

of the adjutant and quarter master, and was there seen to
seat himself, with the air of one who has composed himself

for the night.
cc What a silly fellow, to take the thing so seriousIy,5ý said

Molineux, half vexed at himself, half moved by the reproach-
fui tone of Raymond's address.

cc For God's sake, Grantham, call him back. Tell him, we
are ready to make any-every atonement for our offence,51

urged St. Clair.
,cc And I will promise never to utter another pun at his

expense as long as I live>'-' added.Middlemore.
But before Henry Grantham, who had been a pained and

silent witness of the scene, and who had already risen with
a view to follow the wounded Raymond, could take a single
step on his mission of peace, the low roll of the drum, sùm-

moninS to fail in, warneil them that the hour of action had
already arrived, and each, quitting his fire. hastened to the
more immediate and pressing duties of assembling his men,
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wid carefully examining into the state of their appoint-
ments. eý

la ien minutes from the beating of the reveiUé-consider-
ably shorn of its wonted proportionsý as the occasion demand- wu

ed-the bivouac had been abandoned and the little army
again upon their march. What remained to be traversed of
the space that separated them from the enemy, was an â1ter-
nation of plain and open forest, but so completely in juxta-
position, that the head of the column had time te clear one
wood and enter a second before its rear could disengage itself

from the first. The effect of t.is3 by the clim and peculiar
ght rzflected from the snow across which they moved., wu

picturesque in th,-, extreme, nor was the interest dimini hed
by the utter silence that had pervaded every part of the little
army, the measltired trcamp of whose mareb, mingled with the
hollow and unavoidable rumblincr of the li ht guns.'bein& the
only sounds to be heard amid that mass of living matter. The

Indians, with the exception of a party of scouts, had been
the last te quIt their rude encampment, and as they now, in

their eaýgerness te o-et to, the frontý glided stealthil by in they
deep snows on either side of the more beaten track by which
the troops advanced, and so utterly without sound in their
foot-fall that they might rather have been compared to
spirits of the wilds, than to human beings.

The regiment havinS been told off into divisions, it se hap-
pened that Raymond and Henry Grantham) althougSh belong-

inS te different companies, now feund themselve, near each
other. The latter had been most anxious te approach his

really good hearted companion, with a view te soothe his
wounded feelings, and te convey, in the fallest and most

convincing terms, the latter disclaimer of his inconsiderate
brother officers, te reflect seriously on his conduct in the re.

cent retreat-or indeerd, te intend their observations £àr any
thing beyond a mere pleasantry. As) however., the strictest

order had been commanded te be observed in the march, and
Raymond and ha. happened to be at opposite extremities of



62 THE CANADIAN BROTHERS.

the division.7 this had been foi-some time impracticable. A
temporary halt havincy occurred, just as the head of the
column came, within sight of the enemyls fires, Granthani

quitted his station on the fiank, and hastened to the head of
kis division, where he found Raymond with his arms folded

across his chest., and apparently absorbed in deeý lhongrht.
He tapped him lightly on the shoulder, and inquired in a
t-one of much kindness the subject of his musing

Touched by the manner in which he was addressea, %Y-
mand droppeil his arrns, and gTupino- the hand of the youth.,

ôbierved in his usual voice Ah, is it you Henry-F-.Sad>
my dear boy, 1 was just thinking of you--and how very kind

you have always been; never quizzincr me as those theught-
less fellows have done-aad certainly never insinuatinc any

thing against my courage-that, wa3 too badHenry, too bad.,
I could have forgivenanything but that.lý 1

ce Nay, nay, Raymond.lý answered his companion, soothing-
ly ; Ge beliave me, neither Molineux, nor Middlemore, nor St
CIairý meant anything bey ' ond a jest. 1 can assure you they

ilid not, for when you quitted us they asked me to go in search
of yon, but the assembly then commencing to beat, I wu
éompelled to hasten to my company, nor have 1 had an op-
portunity of seeino- you until now.11

e4 Very well, Henry, I forgive themý for it is not in my n a
t= tu keep ana-er lona- ; but tell them that the should 'not

wantonly wound- the felélings of an unoffendin-gr comra-de.
As 1 told themý they.ýnay regret their unkindness to me be-
fore another sun has set. If so, 1 wish them no other punish.
zâerit.:»

lu What inean y-oi4 my dear Raymond ?5)'
ci EgM 11 scarcely know myself, but something tells me

very fbreibly my hour is comele
,e4 Nonsmse, tbis is but the effect of the depression, pro-
duoedby fatigue and ove-r excitement, added to the recent

annoyance4of your feelings.51 1

Wha ver it proceed from, 1 had made up my raind
ýe
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to it before we set out. Henry, my kind good Henry, 1
have neither friend nor relative on earth-no one to inherit
the little property I possess. In the event of my fallinir
you will find the key of my desk in the breast pecket of my
coat. A paper in that desk ýppoiats you my executor. WiU
yon accept the trust M

Most sacredly, Raymonde will I fulfil every instruction
it contains,,,&4ould I myself survive but I cannot,, will note

brinc- myseff to anticipate your fall.'-'
ce Move on, move on," passed quickly in a whisper from

front to rear of the column.
ccGod bless you, Henryle exclaimed Raymonde again

pressing the hand of the youth-e4 remember the key..11
cc We shall talk of that to night,» was the light. replye

Meanwhile, deair Raymond, God bless ou,'-' and again
Grantham fell back to his place in the rear of the division.
Five minutes later and the troops were silently drawn up

in front of the enemy. A'ronc- line of fires marked the ex-
tent of the encampment, from*wMeh, even then, the 44 alles

ell' s tinels could be occasionally heard-.. Kxcept
w -'of the eh

all profoundly slept, nor was there an thing to indicate
they had the. sliçyhtest suspicion of ail enemy being within

twenty miles of Ahem-not a picket had been thrown ou4
not aù outpost establiihed. It *as evi-dent the Americans

were yet yoling in the art of self defence.
c4 What glorious bayonet work we shali have presently,11

w1hispered ViUiers to CranstouD., as they were brought tocre-
ther by their stations at the adjacent extremities of their res-
pective division. Onl-y mark how the fellows sleep.'-'

The deevil a beet,55 responded Crànstoune cc a Posi noo
heerd Coolonà St Julian prop-oose and even enseest upoon it.

But the Geeneral seems to theenk that coold steel and a
Coold froosty morning do not asseemelate toge-ether.

What! does he not mean to attack them with the bayo-
netj_,when twq minutes wogld suMce to bripar us into tbç
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verý heart of the encampment, and that before Îhey could
-well have tiçae to arm themselves ?

cc Hootmon.11 coolly pursued t]ýe Grenadier, with something
very liÉe satire in his expýressýion.4c Would ye ha' the Geene-

ral so uncheevalrous as to p -once up à set of poor unarm-
ed and unprepared creet-urs. Depeen u non it he would na

sleep coomfortably on his peelow, after havin.r P tcoold steel
into the geezzard of each of yon sleeping loonsIl0 In

cc The devil take his roiisýideration," muttered Viffiers;
but you. are riSht, for see, there go' the gulis to the front-

hark there is a shot ; the sentinels have discovered us at last ;
and now the sluo-gaýds are startino- from before theïr fires,
and hastenin& to, snatch their arms.

,14 True enoof, Veelliers, and pleenty ol brooken heeds they
Vrill o-i-1 us scon, in retoorn, for sparino- their goots. There

oýpen too those stooped leetle th'ee, poonders. Tha might
joost as weel be used for brass warming pons, to tak the cheel
off the damp beeds some of us will be pressing preesently.11

Whist, whist, whist, flew three balls successively be-
tween their heads. 4c Ha. here they beoin to talk to us

in eamest, and now to our duty.'-'
The next moment all we roar, and bustle, and confusion,

and death.
We will not stop to inquire why the British General,

Proctorylost an advantage which had made itself apparent
to the meanest soldier of his -army5 by opening a desultory
and aimless fire of his ligglit guns upon an enemy to whom he
thus, aRorded every ýossib1e opportunity for preparation and

defence; when, like Colonel, (now Sir John) Harvey,
not loncr subsequently at Stoney Creek, he might have

annihilated that enemy with the bayonet, and with. little
comparative loss to, himself. We will merely observe that

liavino- failed to, do so, nôtiiiam but the. determination and
courage of b's troops brought him through the difficulties hc

himself had created,, and to the fin'àI attainment of the &ene-



ral order, complimentinS him on the highly judicious ar-
rangèments he had made on the occasion ; althou,,rh, (as

Cranstoun had predicted) not befàre a damp bed had beei
pressed for the last time by more than one of those, who had
so gallantly follow-ed-or5 more strictly, preceded Iiim.

The sun was 'in the meridian ; all sounds of combat had
ceased, and such of the American Army as had survived the
total deféat, were to be seèn disarmed'and guarded,ý wending
their'way sullenly in the direction by whieh the victors had

advanced in the morninir. From-The field, in which the troops
had commenc-ed the action, numerous sledges were seën

departino-, laden with the dead-the wounded Éaviing previ-
011,si y been sent off. One of these sledges remained. stationar1 y

at some distance within the line, where the ravaales of death0
were marked by pools of blood upon the snow, and at this point

were grouped se veral individnalsý assembled round a body
which was about to be conveyed a*ay.
cc BY üeavens, I would give the world nver to have saia.

an unkind word to him,11 observed one, whose arrn, suspended
from a sling, attested hehad not conie- scitheless out of the
at-ofion. It was St. Clair, whose great ambition ithad always

beeti to have his name borne amon& the list of wounded
provided there weTe no broken bones in the question.
" As brave as he was honest beartedel added a second,

cc you isay Grantham, that he fotSave us all our nonsense."
cc He did, Molineux.' He declared he could not bear te-

sentinent aominst you long. But still 1 féar, he could not so
easily foiget. He observed to me, jestingly, just before deploy-

ing into line, that he felt his time was come, but there can
be no doubt, from what we all witnessed, that he was deter-
minea from the outset to court his death."

ýCaptain Molineux turned away, apparently much affecteil
-Middleiýore spýke notý but it was evident he -also was

deeply peineil. Each seemed to féel-that he haël been in seme
degtee accemry to the- catastrophe, but the past could not

he ý recalled. The body5 covered with bloed, exuding from
ip 2
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several -wounils3 was now placed with that of Ensigii Langley,
(who haa" faUen3 ana lay at a little 4isiance beyond)ý on

the sIedge which was drawn off to join several others just de-
parte.d,, and the lino-erin& officers hastened to overtake their

several companiese
When the action was at the hottest, one of the sinall

in front (all of which had been féarfülly exposed)., was left
without a single artilleryman. Availintr themsel-ves. of thi&

circumstance, the enemy, who were unprovided with artil-
lery of any descriptio% made a movement as if to possess

themselves of, ana turn it against the attackinc, force, then
élosing rapidly to dispute tho possession of the breast work

which covered their rillemen. Colonel St. Julian, who had
continued to ride alonS the line with as much coolness as if
he had been assistinS ata field day, and who, was literally
covered with wounds, havincr received no less than five balls,,

iL . nI vanous parts of his body., seeing this movement, callea
out for volunteers to recue the gun ftom its perilous situation.
Scarcely had the words passed his Ups whén an individual

moved forward from.tbe line, in the !ýJxection indicated'.
It was Lieuienant Raymond---.t-Exposed'tc>',the. fire> both of
friends and foes, the unfortunate officer advanced cahUy and

unconcemedly, in thepresence of the whole line,, and before.
the Araericanse (kept in check by ahot anil incessant muske,
try)5, could - succeea in even crossing theïr AefenceÉ, had
seized the gun by the drag rope, aad withdrawn it under cover
of the EnglisIx fite. But this pUant act of self-devotedness

was not without its terrible price. Pierced by many. bans.,
which the American rifleman. had immediateIý directed at
himI, he fell dying within ten feet of the British lineebran«
dish7kg his sword and faintly shouting a cc huzzaý'I that was

mwwered ];y his companions with the fierce irît of men
stang to, new exertioù, and deterbýined to, avenge his falle

Thus perished the fa4 the plain, the carbuneled, but really
gaUa.ut-hearted Raymond-whose intrinsic worth was never

estimated he had ceased to exist. Ris fàý, and all cou-
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nected therewithý forms a sort of episode in our story, yet is it
one not a1toSether withoui its moral. A private monument,,
on wYieh was inscribed all that may soothe and flatter after
deathe was erected to- his memory by those very officers

whose persiflaSe5 attacking in this instance even his honor
as a soldier, haël driven. him to seek the fate he found. Of
this there could be no question-for., brave as he Unquestion-

ably was., Raymond would not have acted as if courting death
throughout, had he not fully made up his mind either to gain

great distinction or to die under the eyes, of those who
had, he conceived, so greatly injured him. It is but justice

to aad that, for tbiee days from his death-Middlemore did
not uter a single pun-neither did St. Clair., or Moliueux.,

indulge in a satini cal observation.

'eýJ
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CHAPTER V.

Ta. spilng of 1813 had passed nearly away, yet without
pý,oducing any renewed effort on the part of the Americans.
From information obtained from the Indiau scouts) it however

appeared that, far ftom heinc; discouraged by their recent
disaster, they had moved forward a third Anny to the Miami3
where they had strong-Iy entrenched themselves, untilttting
opportunity should be foýRid to renew their attempt to re-
cover the lost district. It was also ascertained that, with
a perseverance and industry peculiar to themselves, they had

been occupied throughout the riaprous winter, in preparing
a fleet of sufficient force to compete with that of the British ;
and that) abandoning the plan hitherto pursued by his pre-
decessors, the American leader of this third army of invasion,

-purposed transporting his troops across the lake, instead of
runnin& the risk of being- harrassed and cut up in an advance
by land. To effect this, it was of coursie necessary to have
the command of the lake, and there were all the sinews of
exertion called into full exercise, to obtain. the desired as-
cendancy. 10

To deféat this intention, became, now the chief object of
the British General. With the close of winter had ceased the
hunting pursuits of the warriors, -so that each day brought
with it a considerable accession to the strength of this wild

people, vast numbers of whom had betaken themselves to
their hunting grounds, shortly after the capture of Detroit.
The chiefs of these several nations wére now summoned to a

Couneillý in the course-ef-ývhich it was decided that a formi.
flable expedition., accompan\i%ýy a heàvy trami of battering

arfillery, should embark in batteaux, with a View to the
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reduction of the American post established on the Miami -,
-a nucleus, around -which was fast gathering a spint of ac-

tivity that threatenea- danger, if not annihilation, to the
Engglish influence in the North Western districts. In the

event of the accomplishment of this design, Detroit and Am-
herstburS would necessaril be released from all apprebension,
since even admittina- the Americans could acquire a supe-
iiority of naval force on the lake, such superiarity could only
be essentially injurious to us, as a means of afording trans-
port to, and coverina- the operalions of an invading arm If5
however, that already on the Miami could be defeate and
their fortress razed, it was not probable that a fourth uld
be equipped and pushed forward, with a view to offensive
operations, in sufficient time to accomplish any thina- decisive
before the winter should set in. Tecumseh, who had just

returned from. collecting new bodies of warriors, warmly ap-
proved the project, and undertook to brino- two thousand men
into the field, as his quota of the expedition, the departure
of which was decided for the seventh day from the Couneil.

Meanwhile, no exertions were wanting to place the little
'fleet in a state of efficiencv. Durino- the winter, the vessel

described in our openi1)ý":7 chapter of this tale, as that on the
completion of which. n'ýumerous worlçmen were intently en-

gaged, had, after the fall of Detroit, and the conscquent
capture of whatever barks the Americans possessed, been
utterly neglected ; but now thaét it was known the lerremy
were secretly and rapidly preparing an overpowering force
ýhthe opposite extremity of the lake, the toils of the pre-
c4dina- summer were rene*ved, and every where, through-

out the dock-yard, the same stirring industry was percepti-
ble. Byallwerethesemovementsren-ardedwithaninterest
proportioned to the important consequences at stake, but by
none more than by Commodore-Barclay himself,,%rlose watch-

ful eyé'ýmàrke>d the progSress, and whose experience and judg-
m, -t directed the orSanization of the whole. The difficul-

ties he had to contend with were gréât, for not only were the4
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artificers, employedin the., construction of the ship,, men of li-
mited knowledcre in their art but even those who manned her,

when completed, were without the Dautical experience and
practice indispensable to success ; yet these disadvantages

was he prepared to, overlook in the cheerfuless and ardor with
which each lent hirnself to exertion, and sought to, supply

deficiency with zeal. The feelings of the gallant officer in
this position-on the one hand sensible that to hirn was con-
fided the task of upholding the supremacy of his country's

fiag, and on the other, compelled to confess the inadequacy of
the means placed at his disposal for this object-may be easily

understood. That his men were brave he knew, but mere
bravery would not suflice in a contest where the skill of the
sewnen, not less than brute courage inust be called into requi-
ition. Ile had reason to know that hi3 enemy would not
merely bring stout hearts into the conflict, but active hands

-men whose lives had been passed on the restless waters of
ocean, and whose training had been perfected in the battle
and the tempest, while nine tenths of his own crews had
never planted foot beyond the limit of the lake on which the

mérits and rescources of both would be so, shortly tested.
But 14aut agere aut mon*,"ý' was his motto, and of the appro-
priateness of this his actions have forraed the most striking
illustration.

The day on which the Couneil rélative-to the proposed ex-
pedition to t«heMia.i was held, was characterized by one

of those sudden outbursts of elemental war, so common to the
Canadas iri early summer-and, which, in awful -Tandeur
of desolatien, are frequently sarcely inýérior to the hurri-
canes of the tropics. The morninS had 1 been oppressively
sultry, and there was that general and heavy lethargy of
nature that usually precedes a violent reaction. About

noon, a small dark speck was vLsible -in the hitherto cloud-
less horizon,, and this presently grew, in. size until the

whole'westem sky was one dense mass of threatening black,
whieh eventually spread itself over the entire surface of, the



heavens, leavina- not a hand's breadth any where visible. i Î'

Presently, ainid the sultry stillness that prevailed, there
came a slight breeze over the face of the waters, and then, as
if some vast batterinS train had suddenly opened its hundred
Mouths of tprror vomitinS forth showers of grape and other

missiles., came astoundinS thunder-claps, and forked light-
ninn, and rain, and hail,-and whistlinS wind-all in such
terrible unioný yet such féarful disorder, that man, the last to

take warninS or feel awed by the anSer of the common pa-l 03 0 1
rent, Nature5 bent his head in lowlinessa and silence to ber

voice, and awaited tremblingly the passing away of her
wrath.

Henry Grantham, whose turn of duty had ao-ain brought
him to Amherstburo-, was in the mess-room of the a-arrison

when the storm was at the fiercest. Notwithstandino- the
excitenY.ent of the Council scene, at which, he had been present,
ha. had experienced an unusual depression throughout the
day, originatin S partly in ilhe langui d state of the atmosphere,
but infinitely more in the anxiety under wbich he labored
in regard to his brother of whom no other intelligence had

been recèiv-ed, since his departure with his prisoners for
BulTalo, than what vague rumour, coupled with. the fact of
the continued absence of the schooner, -afforded. That the

vessel had been captured by the enemy there could be no
doubt ; but., knowinS as he did, the gallant spirit of Gerald,

there was reason to imàgine tiat he- bad not yielded to bis
enemies, before every means of resistance had been exhaust-
ea : and if so, what might not have been the effect of bis
ýbstinacy (if such a term could be applied to, unshaken in-
treËidity.) on men exasperated by opposition, and eager for

revenge. In the outset he had admitted bis gentle cousin
Gertrude to his confidence, as one most suited, by ber doci-
litye to soothe withont appearing to remark on bis alarm, but

ng th6 true motive of ber agitation, he
'hen, little suspecti

saw her evince an ernotion surpassing his own, and admiitino-0
'and givin-ip-way to fears beyorrd any he would openly avow,
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he grew impatient and disappointed, and preferrincr rather to
hear the tocsin of alarm sound%-Id from bis own heart than
from, the lips of another, he suddenly, and much to the sur-
prise of the affectionate girl, discontinued all allusion to the
subject. But Henry's anxiety-Dwas; not the less poignant
from. beina- confined within bis own breast, and althoualh it

gratified him. to find that flattering mention was frequently
made'of his brother at the mess-table coupled wità regret for

his absence, it was reserved for his hours of privacy and
abstraction to dwell upon the fears which daily became -more

harrassirio- and perplexincr
On the present occasion, even whîýc his brother officers

had thought nor ear but for the terrible' empest that racred
without, and at one moment thrèatened to bury them beneath

the trembling roof, the mind of Henry was full of his absent
brother, whom, more than ever, bc now seemed to regret

from the association of the howlincr tempest %vità Che wild
element on which ' he had last beheld him ; and so complete. at

Iength had become the ascendancy of bis rnelancholy, that
when the storm, Ùad been in some d ec-ree stilled, and the rain
abated, he look an early leave c ' f his companioris., with aview to, indulcrè in privacy the glo

omy £éeIiný;s by which he
felt himsýélf oppressed. 1

In passina- throùo-h the gate of the Fort, on bis way into
the 1 iown, bis attention was àrrested by several- groups of
Persons5 consisting of soldiers Indiaiýs, and inhabitants who,I/ C

nofv'nthstandino. the -inclemency of le hour, were gathered
on the high bank in,front of the demi-lune battery, earrerly

bending their gaze upon the -river. Half curious to know
what could have attracted them in such weather froni

shelter, Ilenry advanced and minizled in the crowd, which
gave way ât hisapproach. Aithoû,,,Sh the fury of t4e tem-
pest had spent itseIfý there wa4 stili wind ènough to
render it a matter of necessary precauti'n that the b'ystandèrs

should secure a firm footing on the-bank, while the -%vatLrý
violently agitated and covered with foa% reset-nbled rather
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pigmy sea than an inland river-so unusual and so vast
were its waves. The current, moreover, increased in strength
ythe sudden swelling of the waters, dashed furiously down.,

aivincr its direction to the leaping billows that rode impa-
tiently upon its surface ; and at the point of intersection by
the island of Bois Blanc, formed so violent an eddy within
twenty feet of the land, as to produce the effect of a whirl-

pool, while aSain, between the island and the Canadian
shore, the current, always rapid and of great fbrceý flew
boilinS down its channel %,

and with a violence almost qua-
dripled.

ý£mid this uproar of the usuall placid river, th
y ere was

but one bark found bold enouch to venture upon lier anclered
bosom, and this, although but an epitome of tliose that have
subdued the world of waters, and chained them, in subser-
vÏence to the will of man now danced gallantly, almost ter-

rifically, from billow to billow, and, with the féathery light-
ness of her peculiar class, seemed borne onward, less by the

leaping waves themselves than by the white and driving
spray that fringed their summits. This bark-a canota evi-
dently of the smallest description-had been watched in its
proSress, from afar, by the groups assembled on the bank.,

who had Sathered at each other's call, to witness and marvel
at the gallant daring of those who had committed it to the

boilinom element. Two persons composed her crew-the one,,
seated in the stern, and carefully Suiding the bark so as to
enable her to breast the threatenino- waves, which, in quick
succession, rose as if to, accomplish her o verthrow- the other',
standing at her bows, the outline of his upper fiSure designed
against the snow-white sail., and., with his arms folded acrosis

his chest, apparently gazing witheut fear on the danger whieh
sumunded him. It was e-videntý from their manner of cou-

ducting the barký that the adventurers were not Indians, and
yet there was nothing to indicate to what class of the white

famUy they belonged. Both were elosely wrapped in short,
dark çoloured Pea coats, 4 aud their beads wen surmounted

G
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'wifh glazed hâts-a species of costume that more than any
tYng else, piôved their familiarity with the element whose
brawling; appeared to brave with an indifference border-

inS oh madnèss.
Such wàs the position of the parties, at the moment when

Ilèùry Grafttham gained the bank. Hitherto the canoe, in
'the broad reach that divided the island from the American

mainland, had had merely the turbulence of the short heavy
waves, and a coiý>arativeIy modified current, to contend

against. Overwhelmincr even as these difficulties would
have proved to, men less alifted with the power of opposino-
and vanquishing them5 they were but light in cbiýàpaiîson

Nvîth what remained to be overcome. The canoe was . now
fast a-ainin(y the héad of the island, and pursuing a direct0 ZD 0
course for the -ývvhirlpool already described. The only means
of avoidinS this was by closely hug incr the shore, between

which and the violeint eddy without, the water, broken in
its irhpetuosity by the coverina- head land, -presented a more
even and less agitated surface. This head land once doubled,
the-saféty of the adventurers was ensured, since, although the

tremendous current which swe-Ft through the inner channel
must have borne them considerably downwards, still the
canoe wol-dd have accomplished the transit below the town
in perfect saféty. The fact of this opportunity being neg-lect-

ed, led at once to the inférence that the adventurers were
total strano-ersý and distinct voices were now raised b those
on the bànk, to warn them of their dancrer-but whether it
-%iras that they heard not, or understood not, , the warning Mýas

unnoticed. Once ind:6ed'it seemed as if he who so ably con-
dùèted the course of the bark, had comprehended and would

have'fo11oýved the sug ' gèstièn sô earnèstly -given, for his -tiny
sà*l'mfù'sèèn to flutter for the first time in the wind, as with
the i'ntèrition -tè --alter Mis course. But an impatient ge9ture

from his toinpàioif inihe bôw,, who was Séèn to turn sud-
dé'nfly Édund5 and utter soi ethingg3 (which Was howevér in.

audible to thôse on'shorel)_ag-ain brought the head of the, 'fra-
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gile vessel to, her original course, and onward she went leap-
ino- and boundina-, apparently with the design to clear the

whir1poof at a hio-her point of the river. Nothing short of a
miracle could now possibly enâle them to es'cape bein.c;
drawn into the boifing vortex, and, during the moments that

succeeded, every heait beat high with fearful expectation as
to the result. At lenomth the canoe came with a sudden
pluna-e into the very centre of the current, which, all the
skill of the steersman was insuflicient to enable him. to clear.
Her bow yawed, her little sail fluttered-and away she gew,
broadside. foremost, down the stream. with as little power of
resistance as a féather or a straw. Scarcely had the eve
time to follow her in this peculiar descent, when she was in
the very heart of the ragincy eddy. For a moment she reeled
like a top, then rolled two or three times over, and finally

disappeared altoeether. Various expressions of horror brokc
from the several groups of whites and Indians, all of whom

had anticipated the catastrophe without the power of active -
interposinc. Beyond the advice that waas given, not a

word was uttered, but every eye continued fixed on the
whir1pool, as thoucrh momentarily expectino- to, see somethilia-
issue from. its bosom. After the lapse of a rninute, a dar-

object suddenly presented itself some twenty yards below,'
between the island and the town. It was the canoe which,
bottom upwards, and deprived of its little mast and sail, had

acrain risen to the surface and was floatinry rapidly down
with the current. Presently afterwards two -heads were

seen nearly at the point where the canoe had again emerged.
They were the unfortunate adventurers, one oî whom, appear-

ed to, be suppoiting his companion with one arm, whilst -with
the other he dashed away the waters 'that bore them impe-
tuously along. The hats of both had fallen off, and as h ' e who,

exerted himself so strenuously3 rose once or twice in the
vizour of his efforts above the ele.M'ent with wMch he con-
tended, he seemed to present the grisly, woolly hai4 and the
sable countenance of au amed neSro. A vague surmise of thea
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truth now flashed upon the mind, of the excited officer., but
when3 presently afterwards, he saw the powerful form once

more raised, and in a voice that made itself distinctly
heard above the bowling of the wind, exclaim cc Help a
dare,"' there was no longer a doubt, and he rushed towards
the dock yard, ta gain which the exertions of the negro were
now directed.

On, reachina- it, he found bath Gerald 'and bis faithfut
attendant just touching the shore. Aroused by the cry fbr

help which Sambo had pealed forth, several of the work-
men had quitted the shelter of the block houses in which.

they were lodged, and hastened ta the rescue of him whoin
they immediately afterwards saw stragolling furlously ta free

himself and companion from the violent current. Steppino-
the extremity on some loose timber wÈich lay secured tor

the shore, yet floatincy 'in the river-they -threw out poles,
one of which. Sambo seized like an enraged mastiff in bis
teeth, and still suppo;tinS the body, and repelling the water
with bis disenSaged arm, in this manner succeeded in &a'iniiio,C 113

the land. The crews of the little fleet, which lay armed a
hundred yards lower down, had aIso witnessed the rapid des-
cent of two apparently drowninamen, and ropes had every

where been thrown out from, the vessels. As for lowerino, a
boat it was out of the question, for no boat could have resist-
ed the violence of the current, even for some-hours after the
stohm had wholly ceased.

It may be easily conceived with what mingled emotiong
the generous Henry, whose anxiety had been sa long excited
in rggard ta bis brotherls fate, now beheld that brother sud-
denly restored ta him. Filled with an affection, that was
rendered the more intense by the ve-ry fact of the danger
from whieh he had just seen him rescued, he, reS,ardless of
those aroand, and in defiance ofhis wet and dripping clothes.,

spranS eagerly ta his embrace, but Gerald received him, with
a cold-almost averted air. Sufering; re-ther than sharing,
this mark of bis fraternal love, he turned the instant after.
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wards to his servant and in a tone of 7uerulousness, said-
Sambo give me more wine."
Inexpressibly shocked, and not kno ing what to make of
this conduct, 1-fenry bed his glance pon the negro. The

old man shook his head mournfully, an even w1th the drip-
ping spray that continued to fall froin.h*s- Ileu locks upon
his cheeks, g e seen to minggle. A dreadful mis-

givincy came over the mind of the youth, and he felt his very
hàr lise thrillincriyy as he for a moment admitted the horrible

possibility, tbat the shock produced by his recent accident
had 9ffected his brother's intellect. Sambo replied to his

master's demand, by sayinS 4e there was no wine-the canoe
and its contents had.been utterly lost."
All this passed durina- the first few moments of their land-
inS. The necessity for an immediate chance of apparel was

"'obvious, and Gerald and his servant were led into the nearest
block house, where each of the honest fellows occupying it
,waQ eaa-er in producina- whatever his rude wardrobe afforded.
The brothers then made the best of their way, followed by
the iie.gro, to their own abode in the town.

The evening beina- damp and chilly, a fire was kindled in
the apartuent, in ïvhich Gerald dined-the same in which
both had witnessed the dyinc moments of their môther, and
Henry those of their father. It had been chosen by the for.
mer, in the heio,,ht of her malady, for its cheerfulness, and

she had continued in it until the hour of her decease ; while
Major Grantham had selected it for his chamba of déath.,
for the very rèason, that it had been that of his regretted

,wifé. Henry., having already dined, sat at the opposite ex-
tremity of the table, watchinS his bro-ther whose féatures

he had so lýnged to hehoJdý once more ; yet, not -%vithout a
deep ýný bitter fègling of grief that- those féatures should
have undergone so complete a change in their expression
towards himself. Ciered had thrown o£ the tempora,y and

ill ýtting vest mý'ents exchana-ed £or his -own wet clothing, and
now that he appçared once more in his customary garb, au1 0 ýG2 ' -1
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extraordinary alteration was perceptible in bis whole appear.
ance. -Instead'of the blooming cheek, and rounded and ele-
gant form, for which he.had always been remarkable.he now

offéred to the eye of bis anxious brother an emaciàîed figure5
and a countenancepale even unto wanness---ý-while evidence
of much care, and i' ward sufféring, might be traced in the
stem contraction-of bis hitherto open brow. There was also
a dryness in his speech that -startled and perplexed even
more than the chan a-e in his person. The latter mige-ht be the
efflict of imprisonment, and its anxiety-and privation, coupled

wifh the exhaustiôn arisinS from his recent accident5 but how
was, the first to be accounted for, and wherefore was he, after
so long a separation) and under such circumstances, thus

uncommunicative and unaffectionate All these reflections
occurred to the mind of the sensitive Henry, as he sat watch-

inc and occasionall addressîng à remark to, bis taciturn
brother, until he became fairly bewildered in bis efforts to,

find a clue to bis conduct. The horrible drea&ýwhich had
first suggested itself, of the partial overthrow of intellect, had
passed away, but to this haa succeeded a discovery, attended
by quite as much éoncern-although creating less positive

alaxm. He had seen, with inexpressible pain, that Gerald
ate but little, seeming rather to loathe bis food, while on the,
other hand, he had recourse more freýuently to wine, drink-

ing off bumpers with greedy avidity, until, yieldino- at length
to the excess of bis potations, he fell fast asleep in the arm
chair he had drawn to the fire, overcome by the mingled in-
Iluence of wine, fatigue, and drowsiness.

Bitter weré the feelings of Henry Grantham, as thus he
crazed upon bis slee ' brother. Fain would he have per.
suaded himself. that the effect he now witnessed was an
isolated iristance, ànd occurring only under the peculiar cir-

cumstances of the moment. It was impossible to, recal the
manner in which he had demanded çc wine,'> from, their
faithful old servant and friend, and not féel satisfied, that the
toue proclaimed him one who had been in the frequent habit
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of repeatino- that -demand, as the prepared, yet painful man-
ner of the black, indicated a sense of havinS been too fre-

quently called upon to, administer to it. Alas, thought the
heart-stricken Henry, can it reàlly be, that he whom I have
cherished in my heart of hearts, with more than brother's love

has thus fallen? Has Gerald, formerly as remarkable for sobri-
ety5 as for every honorable principle, acquired even durinS the
months 1 have so wretchedlymourned his absence, the féarful,
propensities of the drunkar he bare idea overpowered

him and with difficulty restrainincr his tears, he rose from his
seat, and paced the roorn for some time., in a state of indes-

cribable agitation. Then acrain he stopped, and whe'n he
looked in the sleeping face of his uncona-cious brether., he
was more than ever struck by the strangie chancre which had
been wrought in his appearance. FindinS that Gerald stilI
slept profoundly, he took the resolution of instantly question-
ing Sambo as to all that had befallen them durine their ab
sente, and ascertaining, if possible, to, what circumstance the

mystery which perplexed hIm was attributable. Openincr and
recloshicr the door vilh -éaution he hastened to, the room,

which, owincr io hýs years and long and faithful services., had
beeif set apart for the accommodation'af the old man when
on shore. Here he found Sambo, Who had dispatched his

.,substantial'meal, busily occupied in dryina- his masterls wet
Lress before a larcre blazincr wood fire-and laying out, with
the same view, certain papers, the contents of a pocket book.,
whieh had been completely saturated with water. A ray of

tisfaction lin, ted the dark, but intelligent face of the ne
which the instant before5 had worn an express . n of sufféring,,

as the young officer., pressing his hand with gInth, thank-
ed him. deeply and fervently, for the noble, almost superhu.
man exertions he had mad-e that day, to, preserve bis
brotherls life.

cc Oh Mâm E[enry.e. was all the poor creature could say
in reply, as he retarhed the pressure with an emphasis that
spoke bis profound attachment to boti. Then. leaning bis
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white head upon his hand a ainst the chimne , and burstinc9 y _I>
into, tears berry much change, he poor broder Geral., he

not a sarne at all.11
Here was a sad openino- indeed to the subject. The heart

of the youth sank within him, yet féelina- the neicessity of
]ýnowino- all connecied with his brother's unhappiness, he sue-

ceeded in drawina- the old man into conversation, and finally
into a narration of all their adventures, as far, at least, as he

had personal knowledge, from the moment of their leavincr
Detroit in the precedina- au'ýumn.

When, after the expiration of an hour, he refurned to the
drawino, room Gerald was awak-e and so far restored by the

effect of his sougd sleep, as to be, not only more communica-
tive, but more cordial towards his brother. He even reverted
to past scenes, and spoke of the mutual frolics of their youth,

-vvith a cheerfulness borderincr on levity ; but this pained
Henry the more, for he saw in it but the fruit of a foreed ex-

citement-às melancholy in adoption as pernicious in effect
-and his own heart repugned all participation ii) so unnatu-

ral a gaiety, although, he enforeed himself to share it to the
out-çvard eye.' Fatigue at leno-th compelled. Gerald to court
the quiet of his pillow, and, overcome as his senses were
wit4 wine, he slept profoundly until morninS.0
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CHAPTER VI,

WiiFN they met at breakfast, Henry ývas more than ever
struck and afflicted by the alteration in his brotherls person
and manner. AU traces of the last nia-ht's excitement had
disappea-red with its cause and pale, hacrcrard, and embarrass-

ed, he seemed but the shadow of his former self, whil.- the
melancholy of his countenance had in A something wild
and even fierce. As at their first meetinghis language was
dry and reserved, and he seemed rather impatient of conver- 41,

sation, aà though it interfered with the indulgence of some
secret and all absorbina- reflection, while, to Henr 's affec-
tionate questionina- of his adventures since they first paxted,
he replied in the vague unsatisfactory manner of one who,
seek-s to shun the subject altoSeftier. At another moment,,
this apparent prostration of the physical man might have been

asclibed to hia- lona- immersion of the precedincr day3 and the
efforts that were necessary to rescue him from a watery
a-rave ; but, from the account Sambo had given him, Henry
bad but too much reason- to féar that the disease of body and
mind which had so completely encompassed his iinfortunate
brother not only had its beintr in a différent cause but miclit
be dated from an earlier perioci. Althoug, burninS with0 

1 '»desire to share that confidence which it crieved him to the t àti-ç
soul to find thus unkindly withbeld> he made no effort to
remove the cloak of reserve in which his brother had invested

himself. That day they both dined at t crarrison mess>
and Henry saw, -with additional pain3 that the warm félici-
tation of his brother officers on his return, were received by

Gerald with the same reserve and indifférence which had
characterized his meetinom ivith him., while he evinced the
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same disinclination to enier upon the solicited history of bis
captivity, as well as the causes which led to bis bold venture,
and conséquent narrow escape, of the precedinc day. Find-
inz him thus un communie ative,'and not comprehending- the
cÇana-e in his manner they rallied him. ; and, as the bottle

circulated, he seeined more and more disposed to meet their
raillery with a eh---erfulness and good humour that broucht
even the color into bis sunlçen cheeks ; but when, finally,

some of them-proceeded to ask him, in their*aunting manner,
what he had done with bis old flame and fasciiiatiliçr prisoner,

Miss Montgomerie, a deadly paleness overspread his coun-
tenance, and he lost in the moment, all power of disguisincr

his feelincrs. His emotion was too sudden, and too palpable
not to be observed by those who had unwillingly called it
forth and they at once, with considerate tact, chancred the

conversation. Ilereupon Gerald aolain made an effort to rally,
but no one returned to the subject. Piqued - at this conduct,
he had more frequent recourse to the bottle, and laughed and
talked in a manner that proved him to be laborino- under
the influence of extraordinary excitement. When he too-

leave of bis brother to retire to rest, he was silent, peevish,
dissatisfied-almost ancry.

Henry passed a night of extreme disquiet. It was evident
from what had occurred at the mess-table, in relation to the

beautiful American, that to her was to, be ascribed the wretch-
edness to which Gerald had become a victim, and he re-

solved on the following morning to waïve all false delicacy,
and, throwino- himself upon bis affection, to solicit bis con-

fidence, and offer whatever counsel he conceived would best
tend to, promote bis peace of mind.

At breakfast the conversation turned on the intended -
movement, which was to fake place witbin three days, and3 on

this subject., Gerald evinced a vivacity that warmed into
eagerness. Hehadrisenearlyýhatmornino-,withavie'to
obtain the permission of the Commodore to make one of the

detachment of -0ailors who were to accompany thé expeditioni
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and, ha«vin(y succeeded in obtainincr the coinmand of one of
the two Sun-boats which, were destined to ascend the Miami,
and form part of the battering force, seemed highly pleased.
This apparant return to himself might have led bis brother
into the bel"ief that his féelinSs had indeed underSone a re-
action, had he not, unfortunately, but too much reason to

know that the inomentary gaiety was the result of the very
melancholy which consumed him. However, it ýave him a
more favorable opportunity to open the subject next his heart,
and, as a preparatory step, he dexterously contrived to turn
the conversation into the channel-moât suited to his purpose.

The onl ill effect arisincr from Gerald's recent immersion
was a sense of pain in that part of his arm which had been
bitten by the rattle snake, on the day of the pic-nic to Hog-C

and it chanced that this mornincr especially it had a
apod deal annoyed him, evincing some sli(rht predisposition tori 1-D 0
inflammation. To subdue this, Henry applied, with his own
hand, a liniment which had been re-commended, and took
occasion, when he had finished, to -remark-on the devotedness
and fearlessness Miss Montgomerie had manifested in comincr
so opportunely to his nelscue- in all probability, thereby pre-
servinS his life. 1

,t the soudd of this name Gerald, started, and evinced
the same impatience of the subject he had manifested on the
Precedin& day. Henry keenly remarked his emotion,, and

Gerald waÈ sensible that he did.
Both sat for some minutes cazinÉr at each other in expres-

sive silence, the one as if waitinçr to hear, the other as if
conscious that he was expected to afford some explanation
of the cause of' so marked an emotion. At len&th Gerald
said, and in a tone of deep and touchinS despondency,,
4e Henry, I fear you find me very unamiable and much alter-

ed..; but indeed 1 am very unhappy.11
Hère was «touched 'the first chord of their sympathies.

Henryls already on the 'élan flew to meetthis demonstration
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of returninc confidence5 ait he replied in a voice broken by
the overflowing of his full heart.

ccOh, my beloved brother, changedmust youindeed bewhen
even tht admission that you are unhappy, inspires me with
a thankfulness such as I now féel. Gerald, I entreat, 1 im-
plore, you by the love we have borne each other from infan-
cy to discruise nothinS froin me. Tell me what it is that

weighs so, heavily at your heart. Repose implicit confidence
in me, your brother, and let me assist and advise you in your
extremity, as my poor ability will permit. 'AU me Gerald,

wherefore are you thus altered-what dreadful disappoint-
ment has thus turned the milk of your nature into ga 1 ? 1

Gerald gazed at him a moment intently. He w Ynuch
affected, and a sudden and unbidden tear stole dowAis pallid

cheek. -,cc If you have found the milk of my nature tumed
into o-alltlýen indeed am 1 even more wretched than 1 thought

myself. Butý Henry, you ask me what I cannot yield-my
even were it so the yielding- would ad-confidence-and, 0

vantage neither. I am unhappy, as I have said, but the
cause of that unhappiness must ever remain buried here,11
and he pointed to his chest. This was said kindly, yet de-
terminedly.

4G Enough, Gerald," and his brother spoke in tones of deep
reproachý cc since you persist in withholdin a- your confidence
I will no lonSer urge it; but you cannot wonder that I who
love biit you alone on earth, should sorrow as one without
hope, at beholdingS you subject to, a grief so overwhelming as
to have driven you to seek refuge from it, in an unhallowed
grave."

cc 1 do not understand you-what mean you M quickly
interrupted Gerald, raising his head from the hand which

supported it upon the breakfast table, while he colored faintlyo
C& You cannot well be ignorant of my meaning Il pursued

Henry in the same tone, &e if you but recur to the circum-
stances attending your affival here.11
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,G4 I am still in the dark, ýI continued Gerald, with some
degree of impatience.

cc Because you know not that I am acquainted with ail that
took place on the melancholy occasion. Gerald," he pur-

sued, cc fbrcrýive the apparent harshness of what 1 am about
to observe--but was it generous-was it kind in you to, incur
the risk you did, whe n you must have known that your death
would have entailed upon me an eternal grief? Was it

.worthy of yourself, morecver, to make the devoted follower
of your fortunes a sharer in the danger you so eagerly and
wantonly courted

cc Nay, my good brother,,13 and Gerald made an attempt at
Ievityý cc you are indeed an unsparing monitor; but suppose
I should ofer in reply, that a spirit of enterprize was upon
me on the occasion to which you allude, and that, fired by a
desire to, astonish you all with a bold feat,, 1 had had re-

solved to, do what no other had done before me, yet without
apprehending- the serious consequences which ensued----or
even assuminir the dan(rer to have been so great."

.tll this., Gerald, you'might, yet would not say ; because,
in saying it, would have to charge yourself with a gross in-
sincerity, and aithough you do not deem me worthy to share
your confidence, I still have pleasure in knowing that my
affection will not be repaid with deceit-however plau3ible
the motives for its adoption may appear-by the substitutýoa
in short., of that which is not for that ýwhich

cc A gross insincerity ?'-' repeated Geral(4 a-main abigktly
Colorina».

cc Yes, my brother-I say it na in anger, nor in reproach.-
ýut a gross insincerity it would certainly be. Alas,, Gerald.,
your motives are but tao well known to me. The dang«

you incurred was ineurred wilfully, wantonly, and with a
view to your owh destruction-"
Gerald started. The color had again Red from his sunken

cheek, and he was ashy pale ; " ànd how knew you thisI'
he 4sked with a trembliag Ye*e
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cg Even, Gerald, as I know that you have been driven to
seek in wine that upbearinS acrainst the secret grief which
consumes you, which should be found alone in the fortitude
of a stroncr mind, and the consciousness of an untainted

lionor. Oh,'Gerald, had these been you*r supporters:. you
hever would have steeped your reason so far -in forgetfulness.,

as to have dared what you did on that eventfül day. Good
Heaven ! how little did 1 ever expect to see the brother of

my love degenerated so far as to border on the character of
the drunkard and the suicide."

The quick, but sunken eyes of the sailor flashed fire ; and
lie pressed bis lips, and clenched bis teeth toq-ether as one

stronçrly attempting to restrain bis indignation. It was but a
momentary flashing of the chafed and bruised spirit.

You probe me deeply, Henry,'-' he said calmly, and in a
voice of miich melancholy. 44 These are severe expressions
for a b;rotàer to use-but you are right-I did seek obli-
vion of my wretéhedness in that whir1pool., as the only merans
of destroying the worm that feeds incessantly upon my heart
but Providence has willed it otherwise-and, moreover, 1 had
iiot tdken the danger of my faithful servant into the account.

Had Sambo not saved me, I must have perished, for 1 made
not the slightest efflort to preserve myself. However it mat-
ters but little, the mere manner of onels death,-'ý he pursued
with increased despondency. Gc It is easy for you, Henry,

Nvhose mind is at pÈace with itself anct the world, to preach
fortitude and resignation, but., felt yiju the burnino- flame

.vhich scorches my vitals, you would acknowledSe the wide,
wide 4Werencé between theory and practice."

He4ry '_ se deeply ao,,itated-he went to the door and se-
cured t bolt, then returning, knelt at his brotheres feet.
Gerald d one hand coverino- his eyes from whichý however,

the tear orced themselves throuo-h his closed, fingers. The
other seized and warmly pressed in bis brotherls grmp.

4; Ger 411 hesaid in the most emphatie manner, 66 by
the Io v you aver bore to our sainted parent3, in whose
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chamber of death 1 now appeal to your better féelincrs-by the
friendship that has united our hearts from youth to manhood

-by all and every tie of affection, let me implore vou once
more to, confide this dreadful grief to me that 1 may share it
with you, and counsel you for your good. Ohý my brother,

on my bended knees, do 1 solicit your confidence. Believe
me no mean curiosity prompts my prayer. I would soothe,
console, assist you--aye, even to th,-- very sacrifice of life.'«I

The feelings of the sailor were evidently touched, yet he
uttered not a word. His hand still covered his face, and the

tears seemed to, flow even faster than before.
4e Gerald,11ýýpursued his brother with bitterness; cl 1 sec

with pain, that 1-have not your confidence, and I desist-yet
answer me one questio . From the faithful Sambo, as yoii
must perceive,, 1 have learn all connected with your absence,
and from him 1 have gained thàýt--,durincr your captivitye you

were much with Miss Mont o-ome riýéý,he pronounced the
name with an involuntary shudderin(y), an ask, therefore,
is whether your wretchedness proceeds from th"!ýjection of
your suit, or from any levity or inconstancy you m h ve
found in her ?11

G.--rald raised his head from, his supportina- hand, and tumed
upon his brother a look, in which mortifi.-d pride predominated
over an infinitude of conflictino- emotions.

c4 Rejected, Henry, my suit rejected-oh, no ! In suppos-
inS my grief to, originate with her, you are correct, but ima-

gine not it is because rny suit is rejected-certainly not.11
G4 Then,11 exclaii*med Henry with generous emphasis, while

he pressed the thin hand which he held more closely between
his own, cc Why not marry her VI ýî

Gerald started.
cc Yes, marry her,11 contintied Henry marry her and

be at peace. Oh! Gerald, you know not what sad acencv
I attached to, that insidious American from the first moment of

her landing on this shore-you know not how much I have dis-
'Z'likeçI., and still dislike her-but what are these considerations
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when rny brotherls happiness is at stake-Gerald3 marry
ber-and be happy-"

G4 Impossible.," returned the sailor in a feeble voicel and
again his head sank ýpon the open palm of his band.
ge Do yeti no lop&er lave her then VI eagerly questioned

the asténished youth.
Once more Gerald raiseil his head, and fixed, his large, dim.,

eyes full upon those of his brother. 4G To madness!'l he saide
in a voi ce ý.and with a look that made Henry shudder. There

was a moment of painful pause. The latter at length ven-
tured to observe.

cc You speak in riddles, Gerald. If you love this Miss
Montgomerie to madness, and are, as you seem to intimatë

loved by ber in return, why not, as 1 have urged, marry
her M

cc Because.11 replied the sailor, turnîna- paler than before,
and almost gasping for breath,11 there is a condition attached
to the possession of her band."

C6 And that is Ve puTsued Henry inqu'ringIy., after another
Iong and painful pause.

My secret," and Gerald pointed significantly to his
breast. 1

64 True.,"'returned Henry, slightly colorinS; cc I had for-
gotten-but what condition, Gerald, (and here he spoke as

if piqued at the abrupt manner in which his brother had con-
cluded his half confidence), what condition, 1 ask, may r a
woman entitied to our respect, as well as to our love, pro-

pose, which should be held of more account than that severest
of offences ag-aint the Divine will-self murder-nav, look
not thus surprised, for have you not admitted that yýu had
gailtily attempte d to, throw away your life-to commit suicide
in short-rather than comply with an earthly condition M

cg What if in this.11 returned'Gerald, with a smile of bit-
terness, 4G 1 have preferred the lesser guilt to the greater M

cc 1 can understand no condition, my brother, a woman wor-
thy of your esteem could impose, which should one moment
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weigh in the same scale against the inexpiable crime of self
destruction. But, really., all this mystery so startles and con-
founds me, that I know not what to think-what inférence
to draw.11

c4Henry," observed the sailor, with some show of impatience
-cc considering your pro-mise not to, urce it further, it seems

to, me you push the matter to an extremity.11
The youth made no reply, but, raisina- himself from his

knees, moved towards the door, which he again unbolted.
He then walked to the window at the fuither end of the
apartment.

Gerald saw that he was deeply pained ; and impatient, and
angq with himself, he also rose and paced the room with

hurried steps. At length he stopped, and puttina- one hand
upon the shoulder of his brother, who stood gazino- vacantl
from the window, pointed with the other towards tht part of
the apartment in which both their parents had breathed their
last.

Henry., my kind, good, I-Ienry," he said, with a voice
falterinS with emotion,, cc do you recollect the _.-norning-, when

on our return from. school, we found our youno- holiday joy
changed into heart-breakina- and mourning by the sight of
our dying mother VI

64 Remember it, Gerald! aye, even as though it had been
yesterday. Oh, my brother, little did I think at the moment,

when, with hands closely clasped together, we sank, over-
come with grief, upon our bended knees, to receive that

mother's blessino-, a day would ever arrive when the joy or
sorrow of the one., should form no portion of the joy or sorrow

of the other.11
It was thereI' pursued Gerald, and without noticing the

interruption, ccthat we solemn1y pledo-ed ourselves to do the
will and bidding of our father in all things.'-'

64 Even so, Gerald, Iremember it weIJ.1l'
And it was thereI' continued the sailor with the empha-

sis of strong motion., cc that, during my unfortunate absence
la 2
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fram the death bed of our yet surviving parent, you gave a
pledge for both, that no action of our lives should reflect dis-
honor on his unsullied name.1-

1 did. Both in your name and in my own,'I gave the
pledge, well Imowing that, in that, I merely anticipated.
your desire,%"

Most assuredl what then would be your sensations
were you to know that I had violated that sacred obliSa-
tioh ?11

Deep, poignant, ceaseless, regret, that my once noble
and high spirited brother, should have been so lost to res-
pect for his fatherls memory, and to, himself.11 This was

uttered, not without deep agitation.
You are right, Ilenry," added Gerald moumfully; cc bet-

ter-far better-is it to die, than live on in the cdÜsciousness
of havino- forfeited all ciaim. to, esteem,

The young soldier started as if a viper had stung him.
Gerald," he said eagerly, cc you have not dishonored your-

sel£ Oh no-têl]. me, my brother,, that you have not.11
Iýoý,I was the cold, repulsive answer, cc although my

peace of mind is fledII he pursu9j rather more mildly, cc my
honor., thank heaven, remains as pure as when you first
pledged yourseIf for its preservation.-l

Thaînks, mjr brother, for that. -But can it really be pos-
sible, that the mysterious condition attached fo Miss Mont-
gotnerie5s love, involves the loss of honor?5>

Gerald made no answer.
An& can you really be weak enough to entertain a pas-

Sion for a woman, who would inake the dishonoring of the
fair fame of him she professes to love, the fearful prÎce at

which her affection is tü be purchased M
Gerald seeihed to, wince at the Word cc ýçreak." whichwas

rather emphatically pronounced, and lSlced, displmed at
the concludino- part of the sentence.

Cc 1 said not that the coliditiôn aitached tu her love,,-'y he re-
inarked, with thé, piqued expresgion of a wounded va*i*ty ;
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(4 hei affection ýs mine5 I know, beyond her own power of
control-the condition., relates not to her heart, but to, her

hand*5ý
cc Al-a sý My poor infatuated brother. Blinding indeed must

be, the delusions of passion, when a nature so sensitive and so
honorable shrinks not from such a connexion. My only sur-
prise is, that, with such a perversion of judgmen't, you have
returned at all.11 'l

cc No more of t1iis Henry. It is not in man to c6ntrol his
destiny, and mine appears to be to love with a fervor that
must bear me, ere long to my grave. Of this, however., be

assured-that5 whatever my weakness, or infatuation, as you
may be pleased to call it, that passion shall never be gzati-

fied at the expense of my honor. Deeply-madly as I doat
upon her image. Miss MontSomene and I have met for the
last time.15

Overcome by the emotion with which he had thus expressed
himself, Gerald could not restrain a few burning tears that
forced their way down his hollow cheeks. Henry caught:
eagerly at this indication of returning softness, and again
essayed, in refèrence to the concludinrr declaration of his

brother, to, urge upon him the unworthiness of her who had
thus cast her deadly spell upon his happiness. But Gerald
could ill endure the slightest allusion to the subject.

cc Henry," he said, cc 1 have already told you that Miss
Montgomerie and I have parted for ever; but not the less

devotedly dol love her. If, therefère, you would not fur-
ther wring a heart @tlready half broken with affliction,, oblige

me by never makinc the slightest mention of her name in my
presence-or ever adverting again to, our conversation of this

morning. I am sure Henry5 you will not deny me this."
Henr offered no other reply than by throwing himself in-

to the arms tbýat were extended to, receive him. The embrace
of the brothers was long and fervent., and, although there
was perhaps more of pain than pleasure, in their mutual sense
of the causes which had led to it in the present instance
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stili was'it prQduçtive of a luxury the must heartfelt. It
seemed to both as if the spirits of their departed parents hover-

ed over, and blessed them in this indication of-ztliii-r retuming
afféctioný hallowinSý with their invisible presence., a scene

connected with the last admonitions from their dying lips.
When they had thus given vent to their feelings., although the

sense of unhappiness continued. undiminished, their hearts-
experienced a sensible relief ; and when they separated for

the inorninâ-, -in pursuit of their respective avocations., it was
with a subdued inanner on the part of Gerald, and a vague

hope with Henry3 that his brotherls disease would eventually
yielýIDî-various influences, and that other and happier days

were yet in store for both.
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CHAPTER VII.

MEANWHILIE the preparations for the departure of the
expedition for the Miami were rapidly completinSl. To the
majority of the regular force of the two garrisons were

added several companies of militia, and a considerable body
of Indians, under Tecumseh-the two former portions of the
force beincr destined to advance by water, the latter by land.
The sprincr had been unusually eaily, and the whole of April

remarkably warm; on some occasions sultry to oppressiveness
-- as for instance on the mornint; of the tempest. They were
now in the first days of the last week of that month,, and every
where a quick and luxuriant vegetation had succeeded to, tbe

stubborn barrenness and monotbny of winter. Not a ves-
tige of that dense mass of ice which, three monthsprevious- ?P

ly, had borne thern over lake and river, was now to be seen.
The sun danced joyously and sportively on the golden wave,,
and where recently towered the rugged surface of the tiny
iceberg, the still, calm, unbroken level of the m*rro*ng lake
was only visible. On the beacb, just below the town, and

on a Une with the little fleet, that lay at anchor betweeliIfie

island and the main, were drawn up numerous batteaux> ready
forthe reception of the troops, while on the decks of two,
gun boats, that were moored a few yards without themq were

to be seen the batterin o, train -and entrenching tSls intended

to a"ecompany the -expedition. Opposite to each batteau
was kindied a fire5 around which were grouped the Sya-

geurs composing the crew, some dividing their salt pork or
salt fish upon their.breadý with a greasy clasped knifé.ý and

quenchin& the thirst excited, by this with occasional libations

from tin cans, conWnin& a mixture of water and *e poisonous
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distillation of - the country, miscalled whiskey. In other
directions, those who had dined sat puffinir the sinoke from
their dingy pipes, while again, they who had sufficiently luxu-
riated on the weed, micrht be seen sleeping, after the manner
of the Indians, with their heads resting on the first rude pillow
that offered itâelf, and their feet close upon thg embers of the
fire on which tÈey had prepared their meal. The indolence of
iiiactivity was more or less upon all, but it was the indolence
consequent on previous exertion, and a want of further em-
ployment. The whole scene was characteristic of the pecu-

liar manners of the French Canadian boatmen.
Since the mornin of the long and partial explanation be-

tween the brothers, no further allusion had been made to, the
forbidden subject. Henry saýw, with unfeigned satisfaction,à
that Gerald not only abstained from the false excitement to,

which he, had hitherto had recourse but that he -apparently
ght to rally against bis de action. It is true that when-

ever he chanced to surprise him. alone, he observed him pale,
thoughtfül, and full of care, but, as he invariably endeavored
to bide the feeling at bis approach, he argSued favorably even
from. the effort. Early on the day previous to that of the
sailing of the expedition, Gerald asked leave for a visit of
a few bours to Detroit, urnncr a desire to see the family
of bis uncle, wbo still remained quartered at that post,
and whom be bail not met since bis retum from, captivity,
This bail been readily granted by the Commodore, in whom
the change in the health and spirits of bis young favorite had
excited both surprise and concern, and who, anxious- for bis
restoration, was ready to prom'ote whatever might conduce
to bis comfort. He bail even gone so far as to hint the pro-
priety of bis relinquishing bis intention of accompanying the

expedition, (which was likely to ýe attended with much pri-
vation and exposure to those engaged in îQ and sufféring an-

other officer to be substituteil to bis command, while he re-
mained at home to recruit bis health. But Gerald heard the

well meant proposal with ill discouised impatience, and he re-
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plied, with a burning cheek, that if his abaence for a day could
not be allowed without inconvenience to the service, he was

rady to submit ;but, as far as regarded bis makin one of9
the expeditio% nothing short of a positive command should
compel him to, remain behind. FindinS him thus obstinate,
the Commodore good humouredly called him a silly, wiltul,
fé1lowý and bade him have his own way ; however he felt
confident thatý if he accompanied the Miami expedition in
bis then state of health, he never would rerturn from it.

Gerald admitted it was probable enough he should not,
bu4 although he deeply felt the kindness of his Commanderls
motive in wishing him to remain.,he was not the less de-
termined, since the. matter was leff to his own choice, to go

where his duty led him. Then, promising to, be back long
before the hour fixed for sailinS the, ensuinS day, he warmly
Pressed the cordially extended hand, and soon aftervards, ac-

companied by Sambo, whose skill as a rider- was in no way
inférior to bis dexterity as a steersman., mounted a favorite
horse, and was soon far on his road to Detroit.

Towards midnigSht of that day, two men were observed
ythe -ý%.merican tanner, to enter by the a-ate that led into the
gwunds of the cottage, and., after lingerinS for a few mo-
ments, near the graves to, which tradition had attached so
much of the marvellous, to disappear round the ançrle of the
building into, the court behind. Curiosity induced him to,
follow and watch their movements, and, although, he could
not refrain from turninS bis head at least a dozen times, as if

expectin& at each moment to, encounter some dread inhabi-
tant of the tomb, he at lena-th contrived to, place himself in the
very position in which Gerald had formerly been a witness of
the attempt at assassination. From. the saine window now flash-
ed a strong light upon the court below., and by this the féa- dà
tures of the officer and his servant were distinctly revealed

to the astonished tanner, who, ignorant of their return, and
scarcely knowing whether he gazed upon the -living or the

dead., would have fled., had he not., as he afterwards confessed,,
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been rooted by féa»ý and a species of fascination, to the spot.
The. appearance and actions of the parties indeed seemed to

justify, not only the delusioqý, but the alarm of the worthy

citizen. Both Gerald and Sambo were disguised in large

dark cloaks-, and as the light feil upon the thin, per-m and

pale, attenuated,, sunken countenance of the former,, he could
scarcely persuade himself this was th Aivin.S man, Who a
few months befoie' rich in beauty an health, had ques-
tioned him of the very spot in w:ehie nowý under such

strange circumstances, beheld him. Nor was the appearance
of the negro more assurincr. Filled with the terror that ever

inspired him on approachinS this scene ,of past horrors, . his
usually dark cheek wore the dingy paleness characteristic of

death in one of his colour, while every muscle., stiff; set,
contracted ty supeistitious féar, seemed to have lost all power

of relaxation. The soIemIàtý moreover of the manner oi
both, was in strict keepinS with their personàI appearance,
so that it can scarcelj be wondered that in a mind not the

strongest noý- the most free from a belief in the supernatural,
a due quaiitum -of awe and alarin should have bee-n in.
stilled. Fear, however, had not wholly subdued càosity,
and even while trer0ânS to such a degree that hp could

scarcely keep his teeth from chatterincr, thrý- tanner followed
w th eao-er eye the movements of those he knew not whe-
ther to look upon as ghosts or living beinas. The room was
exactly in the state in which we last described ite with
this différence m erely, that the table., on which, the lainp and

béoks had been placed now lay overturned., ag if in the
course of some violent scuffieý and its contents distribute&
overthe floor. The bed still remained, in the same

unmade, and its covering tossed. It was eviiient no- one had
entered the apartment Ëmc6 the night of the attempteil mas.
sinatione

The ftst act of Gerald., Who bore the light, followed cloWy
by, Sambo. was to motion the latter to raise the fallen table.

Wheu this was done 4e placed hà lam ' a
p upon îtý, and dnk-
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MOI upon the foot of the bedi Md covering his eyes with his
bands, seemed for some moments utterl absorbed in bittery fr

'recollections. The ne-crro meanwhile, an apparent stranger
to the scene, cast his eyes around him with the shrinkinS
caution of one who finds himself in a position of danger, and

féarstoencountersome terrifie si7ht,ýthen., asif the effort
was beyond his power, he drew the collar of his cloak over

his face, and shuMing to cret as near as possible to the bed
as though in the act he came more immediat'ély under the-
protection of him who sat lipon it, awaited, in an attitude of

statue-like immobilityý the awakening of his master from his
reverie.

Gerald at length withdrew his bands from his pallid face.,
on which, the glare of the lamÉ-restedjorciblý5ýd, with a
wild look and low, but imperative, votài*ý" bade the old negro
seat himself beside him still lower on the bed.
cc Sambo he inquired abruptly-ý4 how old were you

when the Indian massacre took place nea-r this spot. You
were then, I think 1 have heyd it stated, the servant of Sir

Everard Valletort V'l
The old negro looked aghast. It was lon'o- since' direct

allusion liad been made to his tinfortunate master or the events-
of that period. Questioned in such a spot, and at such au
hour, he could not repress the feeling of terror conjured up
by the allusion. Scarcely darinS to exoeed a whisper. he
answered.
99 Oh Massa Geral, for Hebben's sàke no talkee dat. It
berry Iong time ago., and break poor niSger heart to tink
ob it

cc But I insist on knowing,11 returned Gerald loudly and
peremptorily ; GC were you old enouggh to recollect the cirse

that poor 4art-broken woman, Ellen Halloway, uttered on
all our race,, ;ind if so what was it VI

ÏC Noe Massa, Geral, 1 no ýabb - dat. Sambo den only
piceaninny and Sir Ebbered make him top in e fort---éh

berry bad times dat,, Massa Geral. Pooi Frank Rallabay e
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shot fust' because e let he grand Éadder out ob e fort, and
den ebery fing go bad-berry bad indeed.11
ej But the curse of Ellen Halloway, Sambo--you must have,
heard of it surely-even if you were not preunt at the

utterance. Did she not,"' he continue d) -finding that the other
replied not: ccDid she not pray that the blood of my great

grand father5s children might be spilt on the very spot that
had. been m'oistened with that of her ill fated busband-and
-ilat if any of the race should survive, it might be only with

«ý..jqew to their perishinS in some unnatural and horrible
manner. Was---not this the case ?11

cr- Oh yes, Massa Geral, berry bad tongue Ellen, affir he,
lose he busband-but, poor tino, he half mad and no sabby
what hesay. He time to start for be gun boat., Massa Geral.11

The part Sambo had sustained in this short dialogue was
a forced one. He had answered almost mechanically, and

not altogether without enirbarrassment, the few queries that
were put to him. Nay, so far was he governed by surround-

ing local influences, that the anguish he would, under other
circumstances have experienced at this raking up of recol.
lections he so sedulous1y avoided, was lost in terror., produced
by his i-bar and midnight propinquity to the fatal theatre of

death. His only idea now was to leave the spot as quickly
as he'could.

Gerala had acrain covered his face with his hands, and
aýppeared to be laborino- under strong agitation of mind.

length he started abruptly upý and seizing the light,, held, it
forward, stooping over the bedg as if gazing fixed1ý on some
object within.

GG No,"-' he said -with vehemence, ci it shall never be. That
part of the malediction, at leasý, shall not be accomplished,
For onze shall the curse of the'innocent be unbeeded.>]'

The strang'e aètion- and words of the excited officer, by no
means contributed toi'allay the nervoumiessof the brave but
supenfitious negro. He had approached as nesx as he could

tO wtrdlds withOut actuallY tOurWng him ; but when he re-
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*r marked bis abrupt movement, and« heard the sudden outburst
of feeling which accompanied it, he half fancied he was

apostrophizing some spirit visible only to himself, and
shocked and terrified at this ideaýhe turnwed away bis head.

Sambols alarm was not to terminate here. Scarcely had he
bent his glance upon the window when he beheld two OIat-

magnified b- his fear into thrice their naturalln& eyes, y »size, fixed intently on that part of the room ini-which they
stood. He attempted to cry --out, but the soun was stiffed

in his throa4 and he sank upon his knees, holding up his
hands in an attitude of prayer-his teeth chattering and his
eyes fascinated by those which had produced in him this
paroxysm of terror. Presently he- thought he saw a mouth
ope% and a row of larSe and ra-wSed teeth display themselves 4jý
in a gTin of derision. With a desperate- effort he broke the
speil that seemed to enchain every faènlty., and called
piteously aad imploringly on the name of Geràld. The officer,
who haà continued gazing on the untenanted bed in deep ab-
straction., and seeming forSetfulness of all surrounding objects,
turned bastily round., and was much concemed to observe
the terrified expression of t1he old man's countenance.- 7,ý
Follovýing the direction of bis fixed gaze, he looked towards
the window for a solution of the cause. At that moment a
noise was heard without, as of a fallincr body. Gerald sprang-
towards the window, and hastily lifting it, thrust the larrip

through; but nothincr was visible, neither was there sound
of footsteps to be heatd.

Before daybreak on the following mornin&, the poor old
negro., whom no living danger could daunt., had given but
too alaming. evidence that his reason was utterly alienatà.-",

Ifis'ravings were wild and fearfu4 and nothing could remove
'from bis mindthat the face he had béheld was that of til:
once térrible Wacousta-the same face which had presented

itself% iinder such extraordi" circumstances., at the win-
dow of the, Canadians hut.-on the night of the departure of

lib mastor., Six. Zverud Vaâetorý a»A Captain De Haldimar,
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for Michillimackinac ia 1763. Nay, so, rooted was this be-
lief, that., with the fervor of that zeal which had governed

bis whole life and conduct towards each succeeding genera-
tion of the family, he prayed and obtained, durinS a momen.
tary gleam of reason, the promise of the much shocked Gerald,

that he would never a&ain set foot within the precincts of
those fatal grounds.

Inexpressibly grieved as Gerald was at this sad and unex-
pected termin-tion to his adventure, he had no time to En.mer
near bis unfortunate servant. The expedition was to set out
in a few hours, and he had too completely bent bis mind

upon accompanyin& it to incur the slightest chance of a dis-
appointment. Leaving the faithful and unfortunate creature

to, the care of bis uncle'sfamily, by every mèmber of whom
he was scarcely less loyed than by himself, he took the ferry

to the opposite shore within an hour after day break, and
made such speed that, when Henry came down to breakfast

he found, to bis surprise, bis brother already there.
DurinS bis ride, Gerald had had leisure to reflect on the

,events of the precedina- nicrht, and bitterly did he regret
havina- yielded to a curiosity which had cost the unfortanate
Sambo so much. He judged correctly that thay' had been
followed in their nocturnal excursion, and that it w& the face
of some prying- visitant which Sambols superstitious dread
had transformed into a hideous vision of the past. He recalled
the insuperable aversion the old man had ever entertained to

approach oi even make mention of the spot, and greatly did
he blame himself for having persisted in oféring a violence

to bis nàUre, the extent of which had been made so féarfully
obvious. It brought no consolation to him to reflect that the

spot itself contained nought that should have produced so alarm-
inS an effect on a mind properly constituted. He felt that,

knowino- bis weakness às he did, he ought not to, have trifled
with it, and could not deny to himself., that in enforeing bis

attendance,(with a view to obtain information on several points
connected with the past),, he had been indirectly the destroyer

100
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of his reason. There had been a season when the unhappy
sailor would have felt a sorrow even deeper than he did, but
Gerald was indee d an altered beino- -too mach rapt in himself
to give heed to others.

The painfal nature of his reflections., added to the fatigue
he had undergone, had given to his countenance a more than
usually hag-gwd expression. Henry remarkee and inquired
the cause, w n hi rother, in a few brief sentences, ex-
plained all tpa ad occurred during his absence. Full of

affection as e was for the old man, and utterly unprepared
for such a communication, Henry could not avoid expressing-
deep vexation that his brother, aware as he was of the\pecu-
liar weakness of their aged fiend, shoùld have been incon-
siderate enough to have drawn him thither. Gerald felt the
reproof to be just, and for that very reason grew piqued

under it. Shocked as he was at the condition of Sambo,
Henry was even more distressed at witnessing the apparent
apathy of his brother for the fate of onýe., who had not merely
saved his life on a recent occasion, but had evinced a devoted-

ness-a love for him-in every circumstance of liféýwhich sel.
dom hid had their parallel in the annals of human servitude.
It was in vain that he endeavored to follow the example of

Gerald, who, having seated himself at the brealdast table, was-
silently appeasing an appetite such as he had not exhibited
since his return. Incapable of swallowing his food Henry
paced up and down the room, violently agitated and sick at

heart. It seemed to him, as if Sambo had been a sort of
connectino- link between themselves and the departed parents;

and now that he was suddenly and féarfully affficted, he
thought he could see in the vista of futurity a long train of

evils that threw their shadows before, and portended the con-
summation. of some unknown., unseen affliction; having its

onigin in the incomprehensible alienation of his brother%
heart frqm the things of his early love.

While he was yet indulging in these painful thoughts, the
firing of a gun from the harbour-the sigSnal for the embarka-

12
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tion of the troops-brougght both. Gerald and himself to a senu
of other considerations. The latter was the first to, quit the

house. Gc Henry," he said with much emotion, 114 God bless
you. Iùs possible that., Ï& our service lies, in différent lines,

we shall see but little of eè*èh other durinS this expedition-
Of one thing however be assured-that although 1 am an un-
happy man 1 am any thinS but dead to féeling-Henry.15
he continued pressinS his hand with warmth,*,Gc think not

dly hereâfter of your Po-et brother Gerald.11 A long em-
brace, in which each, a1though in silencej. seemed to blend

heart with heartý ensued., and bQth greatly relieved, as they
always were after this generous expansion of their feelings,

separated forthwith whither their respective duties sum-
moiaed them..



CHAPTER VIII.

SELDomýhas there been witnessed a more romantic or pic-
turesque sight than that. presented by an -expedition of
batte àkx moving across one of the Canadian lakes, during a
season of profoùnd calm. The uniform, and steady pull of
the crew, directed in their time by the wild chaunt of the

steersman) with whom they ever and anon join in- f*11 chorus
-the measured plash of the oars into the calm surface of the

water-the joyous laugh. and rude, but v4tty, jest of the
more youthfül and buoyant of the soldiery, from whom, at
such moments, although, in presence of their officers, the

trammels of restraint are partially removed-all these> added
to the inspiriting sight of their gay scarlet unifbrmsý and
the dancinS of the sunbeams upon their polished arms
tendency to call up impres3ions of a wild interest) tempered
only by the recollection that many of those who move g-aily
on, as if to a festival-bright in hope as thouggh the season of
existence were to, last for ever, may never more set -eye
upon the scenes they are fast quitting., with the joyousness
produced by tfie natural thirst of the human heart for adven-

ture,, and a 1&ve of change.
On the second day of its departure- from Amhertsburg. the

expedition, preceded by the gun boats., entered the narrow
river of the -Miami, and, the woods on either shore being

scound by the 'Indians, gained without opposition the, point
of débarkation. Batteries having, under great dilliculties.,
been erected on the right bAk, immediately opposite to., and
aboüt six hundred yards from the American fort, which had
been recently and hurriedly ýonstzucted, a heavy and destruc-
tive fire w% on the moraing of the third day., opened from

Mr
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the% supported by the gun boats, one of which, com.
manded by Gerald Griantham, had advanced so close to the

enemy's, position as to have diverted upon herself tÙe fire
which would else have been directed to, the dernolition, of a

British battery3 hastily thrown up on the left bank. The dar-
ing manifested by the g»allant seilor was subject

and aditiration, at once to friends and foes, and ye=
his boat lay moored within musket shot of the defences> he
sustained but üifling loss. The very recklessness and bold-
ness of his advance had been the means of his preservation,
for, as almost all the shots from, the battery flew over- hira, it
was e évident he owed his safety to the difficulty- the -Ameri-
can%, found in depressing their guns sufficiently to bear ad-
vantageous1ý upon the boat, which, if anchored fifty- yarè
beyond., they might have blown out of thé water.

The limits of our story will not admit of & further detail of
the operations of tàà siege. Suffice it thatý notwithstandin.-
the entire defeat and capture of a stron& corps of the enemy,

who were advancincr to relieve tbe place., in the co=e of
which a handful of British troops rendered themselves as

conspicuous for valour,, as the noble Tecumseh did for valour
and clemency united,, the siege, (a second time attemptedo
was, after a final but fi-aitless attempt to dec *the enemy
from bis defences, abandoned as hopeléss., and thé expédition
re-embarked and directedagainst Fort Sandusky, a post o
the Americans., situate en the river of that name., and

ning also into, Lake Erie.
Here., oncé, more, was the British Artillery landed, whileî

under a- heàvy lire from the for14 the troops advanced
wiWa range., to take Possession of an eminence whereon

it was intended to er«t the batteries. Two days were
paMd Mi incessant cannnona&ng, bu4 as at the Iffiami,

'witlxmt Mablig the 314ghtest impression on the green wood,
that opened to receive tach. baH, and clôsed mshaken the
MOMIent afterWards. Findingall idea of i practicable ýreach
hopele% it was at length rewlyed that au attempt at amault1
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should be made, and,.with this view, the troops were, on the
afternoon of the second day., orâered to, hold themselves in
immédiate readiness.

In conséquence- of the shallowness of the river, it bad been
found necessary to moor the gun boats at a point considerably

belowý and out of sight of the fort. Gerald Grantham had
obtained permission to leave his command, and take charge
of one of the batteries, which., howe-ver, hé relinquished
on the day of 'the assault, having successfülly petitioned to
be su&.red to join the attack as a volunteer. In the dress
of a grýnadier_ soldier, disabled durino- the siege,, he now
joined the party of animated otâcers, who, delighted at the
prospect of being brourrht once more in close contact with

their enemies, after so many*wearyina- days of inaction,
were seated at a rude but plentiful repast in Captain Cran-

stoun3s tent, and indulaïnc in remarks which, although offen
uttered without aim or ill-nature, are as often but too bitter

subject of after self-repro-ach ' to those who have uttered
them. Of those who had ori înally set out on the expe-

dition, the, only officer of the - Recriment absent was
Henry Grantham, who, havino, been slicyhtly wounded at
the Miami, had, much aSainst his inclination, been ordered

bek-to Amhertsburgh, in charge, of the sick and wounded of
thé detachment, and this so suddenly, that he had not had
an opportunity of takin' leave of his brother.

94 Ha! Gerald m':fine fellow," exclaimed Captain Moli-
neux, as the youth now joined their circle, so you have clapped
on the true harness at last. I always said that your figure
became a'red jacket a devilish deal better than a blue. But

what new freak is this ? Had you not a close enough berth
to Jonathan. in the Miami, without runnino- the risk of a
broken head with us today in his trenches VI

cc No such luck is there -in store for my juniors, 1 fancy,"
replied- Grantham, swallowing off à goblet of wine., which

had been presented to him-cc but if I do fall, it will be
in good company. Although the American seems to lie

'X
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quietly enoue within his defences, there is that about him
which promises us rather a hot reception.11& ..- ý1 ___

44 So much the better,'-' said Villiers ; 44 there will be
brokeý heads for some of us-who do yau think we have
booked for a place to the other world ?1-1

Gerald made no answer., but his look and manner implied
that he understood himself to be the party thus favored.

64 Not so," returned Villiers., 66 we canIt afford to spare you
yet besides the death of a blue jacket can in no way benefit
us. - What's the use of 9 a bloody war and a sickly season.e
that standard toast at every West India mess, if the juniors
are to go oÎT and not the seniors- ýranstoun3s the man we-Ive
booked.11

111 Captain Cranstoun, I have the honor'of wishing you a
safe passage, and speedy promotion in Heaven " said Mid-

dlemore, draining off his glass. Devilish good port tbis of
Ume -By the bye, as you have a better port in view., you

cannotdo better than assign over what is left of this to, me.',
Thonk ye, Mr. Meedd1emore35ý retorted Cranstoun drily,

yet good humouredly yeet as yelre to be attoched to my
deveesion y1ell perhops mon jeest the same reesk,, and as it

inay be that y5ell not want more wine thah welve taken the
day, apy moore than myseP, a pleedge ye, in retoorn, -a safe
possage to Heeven, when a troost ye will be joodSed for bet-
ter qualities than ye poossess as a poonster.l?

What.,» asked 7eiald7, with an unfeigned. surprift, when
the laugh against Middlemore had. subsided ; cc and is it
really in his own wine that you have all thus been courte-
ously pledginc, Captain Cranstoun5s death?9>

44 Even so," said Middlemore, rallying and returning to the
attack, Gc he, ivited us all to lunch in his tent, and how could'

we better repay him for opening his hampers, than by
retumin.R Ilis * * Scot-free and. unhampered to Igeaven.5-3

cc Ohý O]àý oh59e ejaculated, St. Clair, itopping his ears and
thrOwing uP his eyes ; Il sureIY5 Middlemore, if you are not

ShOt this day, it must be that yçu were bom to be hanged-
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no man can perpetrate so horrible a pun, and expect to
live.11

cc -Pm, hanged if I am then,11 returned the other but
talkino- of beina- shot--is a there another shot in the locker,,

Cranstoun-another bottle of port ?3 1
cc The shot that is reserved for ou, will bring you acquaint-

ed with another locker than Cranstoun's 1 suspect.,ý' said
Villiers one Mr. David Jones3 locker-hit there eh?1ý

The kw roll of a muflled drum, suddenly recalled the party
from. their trifling to, considerations of a graver interest.- It

we the signal for forming the columns of attack. In a mo-
ment the tone-the air of ribaldry was exchangeà for a serious-
ness that befitted the occasion,, and it seemed as if a momen-
tary reproach passed over the minds of those who had most'

.amused themselves at the expense of Cranstoun, for each, as
he quitted the tent, gave his extended hand to, his host, who,

pressed it in a manner to, show all was forgiven.
The English batteries had been constructed on the skirt

of the wood surrounding the fort" kom- which latter they
were separaied b a meadow tovered with lonSgg-rass, about

six hundred yards across at the narrowest point. Behind
these the columns of attack, three in number, were now
rapidly and silently formed. To that commanded by Captain
Cranstoun, on the extreme left and intended to assault the
fort at the strono-est point,, Gerald Grantham. had attached
himself in the simple dress., as we have observed, of a private

soldier, and armed with a common musket. In passingr, with
the former officer, to take his position in front of the column,,
he was struck by the utter want of means for executing with

ý41 Csuccess, the duty assigned to, the several divm**ons. Each
column was provided with a certain number of axemen.,

selected to, act as pioneers ; but not one of the necessary
implements was in a condition to be used; neither had a

single fmine or ladder been providedg aithongh it was well
known'a deep ditch remained to be passed before the axesi

inefficient as they were., could be brouSht into use.
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cc Sooch," said Captain Cranstoun, with a sneer of much
bitterness, and pointing to the blunted and useless imple.

ments, 14 are the peetiful theengs on which. honS the lives of
our brave fallows. Nae doot the next dispotches will say a
great deal aboot the eexcellent arrangements for attock ; but
if ye do not fall, Geerald, a hop. ye'Il make, a proper repree.
sentation of the affair. As ye belonir to the other seervice
therels leetle fear the Geeneral can hurt your promotion for
jeest speakinS the trutb. A Geeneral indeed ! whoIl say
Fortune is not bleind to make a Geeneral of sooch as he ?

It was not an usual thinS for Cranstoun to express hirnself
thus in regard to his superiorg'; but be was really vexed at
the idea of the sacrifice of human life that must attend this
wantonness of neSlect, and imbecility of arrangement. He

had,'moreover, taken wine enouch, not in any way to intox-
icate,, but sufficient to thaw his habitual. caution and reserve.

Fearless as his sword, he care'd, not ior his oivn life ; but,
although. a strict officer, he was e ver attentive to the interests

qf his men, who, in their turn, admired him for his cool,
unflinchino- courage, and would bave dared any thinS,, under
the direction of their Captain.

It was evident that the contempý of the sailor for the
capacity of the leader, to whom it was well known all the
minute arrangements were submitted, was not one whit

inférior to wlg wëýýeýrtaWed b the brave and honest
Cranstoun. He, however, iperely answered, as they both
assumed their places iii front, and with the air of one utterly

indifferent to these disadvantac-es.
cre No matter, Cranstoun, the greater the obstacles we bave
to contend against, the more glorious will be our victory.

Where you lead, however., we shall not be long in followinS."
cc Hem! since it is to be a gme of foHow-my-leader,,"

said Middlemore, who now joined theiÉ. ci 1 must not be far
bebind. A month5s pay with either of you I reach the

.stockade :first.IýI



TRE CANADI&N BROTHERS.

Doone, Mee ddle more Àoone ý1' eagerly replied Cranstoun,
and they joined hands in confirmation of the bet.

This conversation had taken -eace during the intervals
occupied by the movements of -the -right and centre columns
alono, the skirt of the woo to -é q-u'diifànt points in the,
half circle embraced in the lan of attack. A single blast
of the bugle now announced that the furthermost had reached
its place of destination, when saddenly a gun-the first fired

since noon from the English batteries-gave the signal for -2ý
which all were now prepared.1ý

In the next minute the heads of the several columns
debouched from the wood, and, the whole advancing in dou-
ble quick time., with their arms at the trail, moved across

thý meadow in the several directions assigned them. The
space to be traversed by Captain Cianstoun5s division was
considerably the shortest of the three ; but,, on the other hand,
he was opposed to that-part of the enemyls defences where
there was the least cover afforded to an assailino- force. Mean-
while there was an utter repose in the«-fort,..which for some

moments induced the belief that the Americans were prepar- lei
in& to surrender their trust without a struggle,, and loud yells
from, the Indians, who, from their cover in the rearý watched
the proggress of the troops with admiration and surprise, were
pealed forth as if in encouragement to the latter to proceed.
But the American Commander had planned his defence with
s1till. No sooner had the severaLcolumns got within half
musket shot, than a tremendous fire of musketry and rifles eàwas opened upon them from two, distinct faces of the stockade.

Captain Cranstoun's division, being the nearest., was the
first attacked, and sufféred considerably without attempting
to retum a shot. At the first discharge., the two leading-

sergeants, and many of the men, were knocked down; but
neither Cranstoun nor Middlemore., nor Grantham, were,
touched.

Foorwaramen, foorward,"5 shouted the former, brandisli-

Arl
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incr his sword., and dashilig down a deep ravine3 that separated
them. from the trenches.

4c On, my gallant fellows, on!-the left column for ever,15
cried Middlemore, irnitatinS the example of his Captain,

and in his eaSerness to reach the diteh first, leaving his men
to follow as they could.

Few of these, however, needed the injunction. Althouggh
c-alled by the severe fire of the eilemy, they followed their
leaders clown the ravine with a steadiness worthy of a better
result ; then, climbinc- up the opÈosite ascent, under a shower
of bullets, yet without pulling a trigo-er themselves., made
for the ditch their officer had already g-ained.

Cranstoun. still continuina- in advance. was the first who
arrived on the brink* , Éor a moment he paused., as if uncer-
tain what course to pursue, then, seeing Middlemore close

behind him, he leaped in, and striking- a blow of ýis sabre
iipon the stockade, called loudly upon the axemen to follow.
While he was yet shoutincr a ball from a loop-hole, not
three feet above his head, entered his brain, and he fell
dead across the trench.

. -ýc Ha! well have you won your wager, my noble Cap-
tain!" exclaimed Middlemore, putting his hand to his chest,
and staa-gering from the effiect of a shot he had that instant

received. 44 You are indeed the better man,,ý-' (he continued
excited beyond his usual,-.calm by the circumstances in

which. le found himself placed, yet unable to, resist his
dominating propensity, even at such a moment and
deserve the palm of honor this day. Forward;men, forward:

-axemen do your duty. Down with the stockade, my lads,
and give them. a bellyfull of steel.13

Scarcelý had he spoken, when "a second discharge from
the same wall-piece that had killed Cranstoun passeil through

his throat. 44 Forward.,'3 he agrain but more faintly shouted,
with the gSgUng tone of suffocation peculiar to a w0und in

that region, then; fallino, headlong into the ditch,, was in the
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next instant trodden under*bv the advance of the column who
rushed fo-rward, though, fruitlessly, to avenge the deaths of

their officers.
All was now confusion noise, and carna(re. ObeyinSlhe j

command of their leader the axemen had sprunS into the
diteh, and, with efforts nerved by desperation, applied them-
selves viggorously to the task allotted ,them. Buf as welt

ght they have attempted to. raze the foundation of the
globe itself. Incapable from their bluntrielss of makfnS the
sUzhtest impression on the obstinate w6od, tlie iron et each

strok-e rebounded off, leavinS to the eye no vestige of ivhere it
had rested. Filled with diâappoint ' ment and racye, the brave

and unfoitunate fellows dashed the useless metal to thc
earth, and endeavored to escape from, the ditch back into
the ravipe, where, at least, there was a prospect oî supýlyina-
themselves with more serviceable weapons from amono, their
slain comrades; but the diteh was dee and slimy and fhe,
difficulty of ascent great. Before they could accomplish it,
the Americans opened a fire from, a bastion, the guns of

which loaded with sluo-s and musket balls raked thé trench
from end ta end and swept away all that came within its
range. This was the first check given to the division of the

unfortunate Cranstoun. Many of the leading sections had
leaped, re Sardless of aU obstacles, into the trench, with a view
of avenging their slaughtered officers ; but these, like the Z "iv

axemen, had been carried away by the discharcres from the
bastion and the incessant fire poured upon tkem from, the
loop-holes of the stockade. Despairing of success, without
fascines to fill up the ditch., or a ladýer to scale the picket-
ing that afforded cover to their enemies there was no
alternative but to remain and be eut down to a man,

where they stood., or to retire into the brushwood that
lined the ravine. The latter was finally -adopted ; but not
before one third of the column, had paid the penalty of

their own dating and what the brave Cranstoun had
sneerinSly termed the cc General5s excellent arrangements,"
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with their lives. The firing at this time had now almost
wholly ceued between the enemy and the columns on

the right and centre, neither of which had penetrated be-
yond the ravine, and at a late hour in the , evening the

whole were drawn off.
Meanwhile, steady at bis post at the head of the division.,

Gerald Grantham had continued to act with the men as
thoughbe had been one of themselves. During the whole

course of the advance., he neither joined in the cheers of the
oificers, nor uttered word of encouraSement to those who

foRowed. But in bis manner there was remarked a quiet-
ness of determination, a sullen disregard of danger, that

seemed to denote some deeper rooted purpose than the mere
desire of personal distinction. His ambition appeared to

consist, not in beinS the first to reach or scale the fort, but
in placing himself wherever the balls of the enemy :ffew

thickest. There was no enthusiasm in bis mien, no excite-
ment in bis eye ; neither bad bis step the buoyancy that
marks the youncy heart wedded to, valorous achievement,
but was, on the contrary, heavy, measured, yet firrn. His

whole manner and actions, in short,, as reported to his brother
on the return of the expedition eý those who had been near
him throughout the affaîr, was that of a man who, courts not
victory but death. Planted on the brow of the ditch, at the
moment when Middlemore fell, he had deliberately 4is-
charged his musket into the loop-hole whence the shot had
been fired; but altheugh, as he 'àeemed to, eipect, the next
instant brought several barrels to bear upon himself, not one
of these had taken effect. A moment after and he was in
thé ditchý followed by some twenty or thirty of the leading
men of the column, and -advancing towards the bastion,, then
preparing to vomit forth its fire upon the devoted axemen,,
Even here> Fate, or Destiny., or whatever power it be that

wills the nature of the end of man5 turned aside the death
with which he already seemed to grapple. At the very
mament when the flash rose from the havoc-deaUng p% he
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chanced to stumble over the dead body of a soldier, and fell
flat upon his face. Scarcely had he touched the ground

when he was again upon his feet; but even in that short te
space of time he alone, of those who had entered the ditch.,

had been left unscathed. Before him came bellying along
the damp trenchý the dense smoke from the fatal bastion,
as it were a funeral shroud for its victims; and behind him

were to, be seen the mancyled and distorted forms of his com-
panions5 some dead, others writhing in acute agony, and

filling the air with shrieks, and groans, and prayers for water
wherewith to soothe their burnino- lips,, that min,(,rled fearfully,
yet characteristicà1lyý with the unsubdued roar of small arms.

It was nowý for the first time> that Gerald evinced any
thing like excitement, but it was the excitement of bitter
disappointment. Heý-, saw those to whom the preservation of

life would have been a blessing, eut down and slaugSbtered
while he, whose object it was to lay it down for ever, was,

by some strange fatality, -holly exempt.
The reflections that passed with liShtning quickness

through hismind, only served to stimulate his determination
the-inore. Scarcely had the smoke which had hitherto kept

Èim concealed from the battery, passed beyond hirn, when,
rushino- forward5 and shoutinS-ec To the bastion.) men-to
the bastion!" he planted himself in front of the gun, and
not three yards from its'muzzle. Prevented by the dense

emoke that choked up the trench, from ascertaining- the
extent of execution produced by their discharge, the

American artillerymen,,, who had again loaded, were once
more-on the alert and preparing to repeat it. Already was
the match in the act of descendingý Whieh would have blown
the unfortanate ýerald to atoms a

when suddenly an officer,
Whose uniform bespoke him. to be of some rank> and to whose J

quick eye it was"apparent the rash assailant was utterly
Msupported., sprangg ùpon the bastion., and, dashing the fuze

from the band of the. gunner, commanded that a-small sally-
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port, which opened into the trench a few yards beyond the
poiq where he stood, should be -opened, and the brave

soldier taken prisoner without harm. So prompt was. the,
execution of this order., that, before Gerald could succeed in

clambering up the ditch which, with tpe instinctive dread of
captivity, he attempted, he was seized by half a dozeft lonS

legged backwoodsmen, and, by these, borne hurriedly back
through the sally-port which was again close d.
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CHAPTEIR IN.

DEYEJALTED at every point and with great loss, the BritLh
columns had- retired into the bed of the ravine.9 whereý
shielded from thé fire of the Americans, they lay several,
hours shivering with cold and ankle deep in mud and water ; -
yet consoling lkemselves with the hope that the renewal of
the assault., under cover of the coming darkness, would be

attended with a happier issue. But the gallant Geneial.,
who appeared in the outset to have intended, they should
make picks of their bayonets, and scalinS ladders of each

others bodies., now that a mound sufficient for the latter pur-
pose could be raised of the, slain,'had, altered his mind, and
alarmed, and mayhap conscience stricken at the profuse
and unnecessary sacrifice of human Me which had resulted
fréin the first wanton attack, adopted the resolution of with-
drawino- his troo s. This was-at length finally effected., and
without further loss.

FuRy impressed with the belief that the assailants would,
not be permitted to foreigo the advantage they still possessed

in their near contiguity to the works, without another
attempt at escalade, the Americans had continued calmjy
at their posts ; *ith what confidence in the nature of their
defences, and what positive freedom from danger., may be
inferred from the fact of their havinS lost but one man
throughout the whole affair, and that one killed immediately
through the loop-hole by the shot that avenged the death of
poor Middlemore. When at a late hour they fomd that
the columng were again in movementý they could scarcely
persuade themselves they were not changing their points of
attack. A very few minutes however suffic9d to, -show their
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error, for in the indistinct light of a new moft, the British
,troops were to be seen ascendinS the opposite face of the

ravine and in fe retreat. Too well satisfied with the
successfal nature of their defence, the Americans made
no attempt to follow, but contented themselves with
pourino- in a parting volley, which however the obscurity
rendered inefflectual. Soon afterwards the sally-port was
again openedý, and such of the unfortunatesas yet lingered
alive in the trenches were brougght in, and every atte4i*on
the place could afford paid to, their necessities.

-U adranced hour of the night brought most of the AýSe-
rican officers tocether in their rude mess-room, where the
occurrences of the day were discussed with an enthusiasm of
satisfaction natural to the occasion. Each congratulated

each on the unexpected success, but commendation was
more than usaally loud in favor of their leader., to, whose cool.
ness and judgmentý in reserving his fire until the approach
of the- enemy within pistol shot, was to, be attributed the
severe loss and consequent check they had sustained.

Next became the topic of eulogium the g-allantry of those
who had been worsted in all but their honor, and all spoke

with admiration of the devotedness of the two unfortunate
officers who had perished in the trenches-a subject which,
in turn,, led to a recollection of the brave soldier who had
survived the sweeping discharge from the bastion,, and who
had been so opportunely saved from destruction by the Com-
mandant bim elf.

199 Captain Jacksoný5 said that ofâcer3, addressiûg-ona of
the few who wore the regular unfform of the-UniteeStates>
army> l" I should like much to converse with'tbis man, in

whom I confess, as in soine degree the preserver of his life,, 1
féel an iaterest. Moreover., as the only UnIjýjured among our
pnsoners, he is the oue most calculaW to give us Worma-
tion in regard to the actual force of those whom we. have
this day had the good forhme to defeat, as well as of the

x1timte destination of the British General. Notes of both
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these important particulars, if I can possibly obtain them, 1
wish to make in a despatch of which 1 intend you to be the

bearerell
The Aid-de-Camp, for in that capacity was he attached

fo the person of Colonel Forrester, immediately quitted the
room, and presently afterwards returned ushering in the
prisoner.

Althouggh Gerald was dressed, as we have said, in the
uniform of the private grenadier, there was that abolit him
whichý in defiance of a person covered from head to foot
with the slimy mud of the trenches, and a mouth black as

ink with powder from the cartridges he had bitten, at once
betrayed him for something more than he appeared.

There was a pause for some moments after he entered.
At len h Colonel Forrester inquired, in a voice stron A y
marked by surprise

May 1 ask, sir, what rank you hold in the British
army

But that 1 have unfortunately suffered more from your
mud than your fire," repheil Gerald coolly, and with undis-
guised bitterness of m n er the question would at once be
answered by a reférenZýp my uniform.'l

I understand you, sir; yoti would have me to infer you
are what your dress, and your dress, alone, denotes--a Ï
private soldier?'1ý

Gerald made no answer. tort
f-4 Your name,, soldier VI

yname!ý'
Yes; your name. One possessed of the gallantry we

witnessed this day cannot be altoSether without a name.11
The pale cheek of Gerald was sligPhtly tinged. With all

his griefJhe still was man. The indirect praise lin«Pered a
moment at his hear4 then passed off with the slight blush
that as momentarily dyed his cheek.
cc My name, sir, is a humble one., and little worthy to be
clawed with those who have this day written theirs in the



118 THE CANADIAN BROTHERS*

page of honor with their heartIs blood. 1 am called Gerald
Grantham.-Il

Gerald Grantham !Il- repeated the Commandant, mu-
singly - as thougSh endeavorincy to brinc back the recollection
of such. a name.

The prisoner looked at him stedfastly in return, yet with-
out speakina.

Is there another of your name in the British squadren ?II
continued Colonel Forrester fixincrhis eye full upon his

prisoner.
14 There are many in îhe British squadrod whose names

are unIçnown to me," reklied Gerald, evasively, and faintly
coloring.

Il Nay,,31 said Colonel Forrester, cc that subterfuge more
than any thing betrays you. Thouo,h not answered, I am

satisfied. How we are to account for seeinfr a gallant sailor
attackinS us -n- our trenches in the humble garb of a private
soldier and so out of his own element, I cannot understand; but
the naine of Gerald Grantham, %coupled with your manner
and appearance, assures us we are makinçr personal acquaint-

ance with one to whose deeds we are not strano-ers. Gentle-
men addressing his officers, ce this is the Lieutenant
Grantham, whose vessel was captured last autumn at
Buffalo, and of whose gallant defence, my cousin, Cap-

tain" dward Forrester has spoken so highly. Lieutenant3hé pursued, advancinal, and offéring his hand-,-\Grantham, lm
when 1 had the happiness to save your life this day, by

dashinS aside the fuze that would have been tho agent in
your destruction, I saw in you but the bravÈ and humble

soldier. whom it were disgrace not to have spared for so
much noble darincr. Judo-e how great must be my satisfac-

tion to know that- I have been the means of preserving, to
his family and country, one -whose name stands so high even
in the consideration of his enemies.

Poor Gerald! how bitt3r and conflicting must fiavé'been
his feelin&s at that moment. On the one side, touched by
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the hiShest evidences of esteem a brave and cenerous
enemy could proffer-on the oth-%lr3 annoyed beyond expres-

Sion at the recollection of an interposition which had
thwarted him in his fondest, dearest hope-that of losinz., at
the cannon's mouth, the life he loathed. What had been
done in mercy and noble forbearance was to him the direst

P unishment that could be inflicted:-yet how was it possible eý'
to deny gratitude for the motive which had impelled his

P reservation, or fail in acknowledgment of the.appreciation
in which he thus found himself personally held.

44 It would be idle, Colonel Forrester," he said: taking
the proffered hand, ee after the manner in -which, you have
expressed yourself, to deny that I am the officer to, whoin

ou allude. I feel deeply these marks of your regard.,
althouch 1 cannot but consider any little merit that may

attach to me very miich overrated by them. -My appear-
ance in this dress perhaps requires some explanation. Pre-
Ivented b the shallowness of the river from co-operating
ivith the army in my gun-boat, andtired of doing nothing,
I had solicited and obtained permission to become one of the
storminS party in the quality of volunteer, which of neces-
sitv induced the crarb in which you now behold me. You

à know the rest.ý-1
4" And yet, Colonel," said a surly-lookinir backwoodsman,
who sat with onehand thrust into the, bosom of a huntinS

frock, and the other playinS with the richly oiamented hilt
of a dagger., while a round hat, surmounted by a hüo-e cockade.,0 a , (pý11, Alwas perched knowingly over his left ear, coverino- or rather

shadowinS, little more than one fourth of his head-G4 I reckon
as how this he*re sort of thino- comes within the spy act.
Herels a commissioned officer of KinS George, taken not

offly in our Unes but in our very trenches in the disguise
'of a private soger. MMat say you., Captain Buckhom?"
turninS to one somewhat youila-er and less u'nec'outh, who
sat next him habited in a similar manner. cc Don't you

think it comes within the spy act ?11



Captain Buckhorný however3 not choosing tO hazard an
opinion on the subject, merely shrac ed his shouldersý puffed

his cio-ar, and looked at the Colonel as if he expected hiniC
to decide the question.

GG U 1 am a true Tennessee Mane bred and born, Major
Killdeer,,' said the Aid-de-Camp Jackson3 cc I canIt see how

that can lie. To come within the spy act, a man must be in
plain clothes.- or in- the uniform of his enemy. Now, Lif-
tenant Grantham , 1 take it, com es in the British uniform, and
what si(ynifies a whistle if he wears gold lace or cotton tape,

provided it be stuck upon a scarlet coat,, and that in the
broad face of day, with arms in his handý-aye, and a devil
oi a desperation to make good use of them tooll-he added,
with a good naturedly malicious leer of the eye towards the,
subject of his defence.

cc At all events, in my conceit,, it's an attempt to, under-
vally 'himself,'-' pursued the tenacious Kentuckian Major.
49 Suppose his naine warnIt known as it is3 held have passed
for a private soo»er, and would have been eichanged for one,
without our being any the wiser; whereby the United States'

ýservîce, I calculate, would have lost an officer in the balance
of account.lý

cc Although. there cannot be the slightest difficulty,11
àserved Colonel-Forrester, 4c in determinincr on the doubt

tirst startea by you, MajorKiiiaeet, 1 -o-fêszîthat-what-y
have now sucreested involves a question of some delicacy.
In the spirit, although not altogether in the letter, of your
suggestioný 1 aggree; so much so, Mr. Grantham,,11 he
added, turning to, Gerald,, 99 tbat in violence to the inclina-
tion 1 should otherwise have felt to send yo-q back to your
lines5 on parole of honor, 1 shall, be compelled to detain you
until the pleasure of my govemment be known as to the

actual rank in\, ýwhich you are to be looked upon. 1 should
-say that, taken in ârms as a combatant without rank, we
,have no rig,,ht to know you as any thing else ; but as 1 May
Ae in error, I am sure you will see how utterly impossible it

1.20 PrIM CANADIAN BROTIIERSQO
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is for me to take any such responsibility upon myself, espe-
cially after the difficulty you have just heara started."-'

Gerald, who had listened to, this discussion with some as- P
tonishment, was not sorry to, find the manner of its termina-

tion. In the outset he had not been without alarm that the
hero, of one hour mio,ht be looked upon and hano-ed, as the

spy of the next; and tired as he was of life, much as he long
ed to, lay it down, his nec- had too invincible a repugnance to
any thincr like contact with a cord to, render him ambitious
of closing his existence in that way. He was not at all sorry,

therefore , when he found the surly lookinS Major Killdeer
wholly unsupported in his sweepincr estimate of what he , k

calleil the cc spy act.11 The &entlernanly manner of Colonel
Forrester., forming as it did so decideýd a contrast with the un-

polished-even rude frankness of his second in command., 7was not without soothincr influence upon his mind, and to Iàs
last observation he replied, as he really felt., that any change
in his views as to his disposal could in no way effect him.,
since it was a matter of total indifference whether he return-

ed to Amberstburo- or was detained where he was. la nei-
ther case could he actively rejoin the service until duly ex-

changed,, and this was the only object embraced in any desire
he might entertain of the kind.

cc Still,'' added the Colonel, -cc althouoh 1 may not suffer
ou toreturnn yet into Canada, 1 can see no objection to ac-

vou--- !oUrýdir1ng you t e ýîp)'rnf v il evg e - e f- p or wi out at all
lavolvinS the after question of whether you arc to ýe coîwý--- uyi
sidered as the soldier or the ofâcer. . Prom this moment there-

lore,, Mr. Grantham) you will consider yourself a prisoner at
large within the fort-or, should you prefer journeyinS into

tjie interior., to sharinS the privaitions and the dullness inse-
parable from. our Lsolated position, you are at liberty to ac-
company Captain Jackso% my Aid-de-Camp,, who will leave

this within thirty-six hours, charged with dispaiches for the
Go-vernor of Kentucky.ýý

Gera4 had already acknowledged to himself that., if any
L
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'i it would he a compui-thinS could add to his wretchedness3
sory residence in a place not only destitute itself of all ex-

citement but calling up. at every hour5 the iman-es of his
'brave companions in danger-men whom he had Imown

when the sun of his younS hopes shone unclouded., and whom
he had survived but to be made sensible of the curse of exemp-
tion from a similar fate ; still, with that instinctive delicacy
of a mind whose natural refinement not even a heavy weight

-of grief could-wholly deaden, he felt some hesitation in giv-
eing expression to a wish, theý compliance with which would
necessarily, separate him from one who hail so courteously
treated him, and whom he féared. to wound by an appearance
of indifference. _%.

Cc 1 think3 Mr. Grantham,11 Pursued, Colonel Forrester, re-
marking his hesitation, le I can understand what is passing in
your mind. However I beg you will suffer no mere consi-
derations of courtesy to interfère with your inclination. I
can promise you will find this place most dismally dull, -es-
pecially to one who has no positive duty to perform in it. If
1 may venture to recommend, therefore, you *Î11 accompany
Captain Jackson. The ride will afford you more subject for
diversion than any thin& we can furnish here.11

Thus happily assisted in his decision. Gerald said, ce since,
Sir., youleave it optional with me, 1 think I shall avail myself
of your kind offer and accompany Captain Jackson. It
is not a very cheerinS sight,11 he pursued, anxiousto assien
a-eatisfactory reason for his choice, cc to have constantly be-
fore one-s eyes the scene of so signal a discomfiture as that
which. our arms have experienéed this day.11

ccAnd yet.,-l said Colonel Forrester, c9despite of that discom-
fiture, there was nothinS in the conduct of those enffled
that-should call a blush into the,çheek of the most fastidious
stickler for national glory. There is not an officer here
present,-l he continued, ce who is not prepared to attest with
myself., that your column in particular behaved like herpes.
13Y the way, I could wish to know, (but you will use your
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own discretion in answerinS or declining the question, re-
collect.) what was the actual stien th of your attacking

force ?-1-1
Urcg I cari really see no objection to a candid answer to your

question., Colonell" returned Gerald, after a moment's con-
sideration. cc Each division was, 1 believe, for 1 cannot state

with certainty., little more than two hundred stroncrI making
in all, perhaps, from six hundred to six hundred and fifty men.
In return, may 1 ask, the number of those who so, effectually
repulsed us VI

44 Why 1 guess only one hundred and fifty, and most all
My volanteers somewhat exultincly exclaimed Major Kill-
deer.

Only one hundred and fifty men 111 repeated Gerald., un-
able to, disguise his vexation and astonishment.

14 That erels a poser for him said the Major, turning and
addressino- Captain Buckhorn in au undertone, who replied
to him with a wink from his nearest eye.

Even sol Mr-. Granthamll' replied the Colonel. One
hundred and fifty men of all arms, save artillery, composed my
force at the moment when your columns crossed the plain.

To night we muster one hundred and forty nine.51
Good Heaven 111 exclaimed Gerald warming into ex-

citemehtI with vexation and pique., cc what a disgraceful
affair.lI

4c Disgraceful., yes-but only in as far as regards those who
planned, and provided (or rather ought to, have provided) the
means of attack. 1 can assure you, Mr. Grantham, that
althouS,,h prepared to, defend my post to, the last, whentI saw
your columns first emerge from the wood, I did not expect,

with my small force, to, have been enabled to hold the place
one hour; for who, could have supposed that even a school
boy, had such been placed at the head of an army, would ýýz
have sent forward a stormino- party, without either fascines
to fill, a trench, or ladders to ascend from it when filled.

Had these been provided, there can be no doubt of the
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issue, for, to repulse the attempt at escalade in one quartei, 1
muSt have concentrated the whole of my little force-and
thereby afforded an unopposed entrance to the other columns
-or even grantina- my garrison to have been sufficient to

keep two of your divisions in check, there still remained
a third to turn the scale of success acrainst us."

I can understand the satisfaction with which you disco-
vered this wretched bunggling on the part of our leaders,"

remarked Gerald with vexation.
cc No sooner had I detected the deficiency," pursued Co-

lonel Forrester than 1 knew the day would be my own,
since the obstacles opposed to your attempt would admit
of my spreadinS my men over the whole line embraced
w 'thin the attack. The result, you see has justified my ex-

pectation. But enough of thias. After the fatigues of the
day yen must require both food and rest. Captain Jackson,
1 leave it to you to do the honors of hospitality towards Mr.
Grantham, who will so shortly become your fellow traveller,
and if,, when he has performed the ablutions he seems so much
to require, my wardrobe can furnish any thincr your own

cannet supply to transform him into a backwoodsman, (in
which garb I would stroncriy advise him to travel,) 1 beg it
may be put under contribution without ceremony.11

So sayincr, Colonel Forrester*de-parted to the rude log hut
that served him for his head quarters, first enjoininS his

uncouth second to keep a sufficient number of men on the
alert, and take such other precautions as were necessary to

guard against surprise-an event, however, of which little
apprehension was entertained, now that the British troops

appeared to have been wholly withdrawn.
Sick, wearied, and un-happy, Gerald was but too willing to

escape to the solitude of retirement, to refuse the offer which
Captain Jackson made of his own bed., it being his in-
tention to sit up all night in the mess room ready to commu-

nicate instantly with the Colonel in the event of any alarm.
Declinin o- the pressincr invitation of the officen to join in the
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repast they were about to make for the first time since the
mornincr> and more particularly that of Captain Buckhorn,
who strongly urced him. ta Ic brin himself ta an alichor and
try a little of the Wabash.,11 he took a polite but hast leavey
of them. all, and was soon installed for the nicyht in the Aid-
de-Campls dormitory.

It would be idle to say that Gerald never closed his eves
that nicrht-still more idle would it be to attempt a descrip-

tion of all that passe d throu,,h a mind whose e xtent of wretch -
edness may be inferred from his several desperate ý althougli
unsuccessful, efforts at the utter annihilation of all thought.

When he met Colonel Forrester and his officers in the mess
roorn at breakfast., he was dressed', as had been recommended,
in the hunting frock and belt of a backwoodsman. ; and in

this, his gentlemanly :figure looked to such advantage as ta
excite general attention-so m uch sa inde e d 5 th at Maj or Kill-
deer was more than once detected in evinçr his own heavy
and uncouth person5 as if ta ascertain if the points of excel-
lence were peculiarto the dress or to the man. Sick- and dispi-
fited as he was, Gerald felt the necessity of an attempt to
rally, and however the moralist may condemn the principle,

Tethere is no doubt that he was considerably aided in his
efflort by one or two glasses of bitters which Captain Btict-

horn strangly recommended as beino- of his wife5s makinc-
and well calculated ta put some colour into a man's face--an
advantage in which he truly remarked, Grantham. was sin-
gulaxly deficient.

Accurate intelliSence bavincr been obtained from a party
of scouts., who, had been dispatched eaily in the morninS to
track their course, that the British General with his troops
and Indians had finally departed,, preparations were made

aboutmidday for the interment of the fallen. Two larcre
-gmveswereaccorlingly &ugontheouterbrowof theravine,
and into these the bodies of the fallen soldiers were deposited
with aU the honors of war. A smaller grave, within the

fottý, an& near the spot where they so nobly fell, was con.
L 2
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siderately allotted to Cranstoun and Middlemoree There
was a composedness on the brow of the former that lik-

ened him, even in death, to the living man; whilee about
the good-humoured mouth of poor Middlemoree played the

same sort of self satisfied smile that had always been., ob-
servable there, when about to deliver himself of a sally.

Gerald, who had imposed upon himself the painful duty of
attendino- to their last committal to earth, could not help fali-
cying that Middlemore must hav'e breathed bis last with au

inaudible pun upon his lips-an idea that inexpressibly af-
fected him. Weighed down with sorrow as was his own soui,
he bail yet a tear for the occasion-not that his brave com-
rades were dead, but that they had died' wiih so much to
attach them. to life-while he whose hope was in death
alone had been chained, as by a curse, to an existence com-

pared with which, death was the firstýof human blessings.
On the followinir morninc, after an -earl breakfast

he and Captain Jackson qu'tted the fort-Colonel Forrester,
(who had appeared to remark that the brusque manner

of his Aid-de-Camp was not altogether understood by his
charcre.) takinip occasion at partino, to assure the latter that,

i - aU his eccentricity he was a kind hearted man, wh ith 0
he had selected to be near him, more for his personal courage,
zeal, and general liberality of feeling, than for any quaâfi-
cations of intellect he possessed.

The means provided for their transport into the interi«
were well assimilated to, the dreariness of the country
thxougahwhichtheypassed. Two common pack horses.,lean,

galled by tbce saddle, and callous from long, aquaintance
with the admonitory influence both of whip and spur., bad
been selected by Captain Jackson as the best within the fort,

and, as a first evidence of the liberality ascribed to him by
his Commander, the fastest of these (if a choice there was)
he sélëcted for bis own use. Neither were the trappings out
of keepinS with the steed-3 they decked. Moth eaten sad-
aie@., j almost b1guk with age., beneath whieh were spreed
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pieces of dirty blanket to prevent further excoriation of -'P'
the already bared and reekinc back--r-bridles, the orio,inai
thickness of which had been doubled by the incrustation
of mould and dirt that pertinaciously adhered te thém-
stirrups and bits, with their accompanyino- buckles (the

absence of curb, chains beina- supplied by pieces of rope) M.
covered with the rust of half a century-all afforded evi-

dence of the wretchedness of resource peculiar'to a back
settlement population. Over the hard saddles, however, had,
been strapped the blankets which, when the travellers were

fortunate enouzgh to meet with a hut at the close of their
day's rideý or, as was more frequently the case, when com-
pellèd te bivouac in the forest. before the fireldindled by the

industry of the hardy -4.id-de-Camp3 served them. -as their
only couch of rest, while the small leather valisse tiedto

the pummel of the saddle, and containing their scanty ward-
robe, was made to do the duty of the absent pillow. The

blanket Gerald found to be the o-reatest advantage of his
grotesque equiprnent-so much so indeed, that when com-

pelled'ý by the heavy rains which took place shortly after
their departure3 to make it serve after the fashion of a back-
woodsman. as a coverino- for his loins and shoulders, he was

ébliged to own that his miseries, great as they were,, were
yet susceptible of increase.

Notwithstanding Captain Jackson bad taken what.he con-
,sidered te be, the best of the two Rosinantés for himself.'Ge-

rald had no reason to deny the character for kind-heartedness
given of him. by Colonel Forrester. FMquentlyý when wind-
ing through soipe dense-férest, or moving over some exten-

sive,-plain where nothing beyond themselves told of the
existence of man.his companion wouldendeavour te diverthim
from the abstraction and melancholy in which he was usually
plunged, and, ascribinS his despondè-ncy te an unreal cause,

seek to, arouse him. by the consolatory assurance that he wu
not the first man who had been taken prisoner-adding, that
t1ere wu no use in sniyeffing, as Ce what was dorie co""t
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be undone, and no great, harm neither, as ihere was some
as pretty gals in Kaintuck as could be picked out in a day5s
ride ; and that to, a good looking youncy fellow like himself,to do but to make lovewith nothina to, them , that ouSht to, be
no mean consideration, enabling him, as it would, to while
away the tedium of captivity." At other timeshewould launch
forth into some wild rhapsody, the invention of the moment., or

seek to, entertain his companion with startling anecdotes con-
nected with his encounters with the Indians on the Wabàh,

(where he had formerly served,) in the course of which. much
of the marvellous, to call it by the most indulgent term, was

necessarily mixed up-not perhaps that he was quite sensible
of this himself, but because he possessed a constitutional prone-
ness to exaggeration that rendered him even more credulous
of the good things hë uttered than those to whom he detailed
them.

But Gerald heard without being amused, and, although he
felt thankfal for the intention, was distressed that his

î abstraction should be the subject of notice, and his des-
poudency the object of care. To avoid this he frequent-

ly suffered Jackson to take the lead, and followin& some
distance in the rear with his arms folded and the reins loose
upon his horsels neck., often ran the risk of havino- his own
neck. broken by the frequent stumbling of the unsure-footed
beast. But the Captain as often returned to, the charge. for,

in addition to, a sincere desire to, rally his companion, he be-
gan at length to find it exceedingly irksome to travel with
one who neither spoke himself nor appeared to enjoy speech

iri another; and when he had amused himself with whistline5
singing, hallooing, ana cuttiig a thousand antics with
his arms., until he was heartily tired of each of these several
diveisions., he would rein in his horse t6 suffer raid to
coee up., and, after a conciliating ofer of ' hà rum Ilask, ac-
companied by a Élice of hung beef that lined the wallet de-

pen4ing from his shoulder (neither of whizh were often
refuede) enter upon some new and strange expIqitý of which
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he was as usual the hero. Efforeed in a deoTee to make
some return for the bribe offéred to hiâ pàtience, Gerald would

lend--all he could-his ear to the tale ; but long before the
ompletion he would give such evidence of his distraction as

utterly to disconcert the narrator, and cause him, finally to
have recourse to one of the interludes above described.

jý manner they had journeyed some day
In ty when the

rains suddenly commenced with a violence., and continued
with a pertinacity, that mi,,,ht have worn out the cheerful-

ness of much less impatient spirits than those of our travel-
lers, who., without'any other protection than what was

afforded by the blanket tightly ggirt round the loins, and
fastened over the shoulder, in front of the chest, pre-

sented an appearance quite as wild as the waste they tra-
versed. It was in vain, that in order to promote a more

rapid circulation, they essayed to urtre their jaded beasts out
of the jog-trot in which they had set out. Accustomed o
thil from the time when they first emercred from colth d
into horsehood the aSed steeds like many acred senators f

3 0 3 M 1
their day, were determined enemies to any thino, lik.- inno-C
vation on the long established customs of their caste ; and
a1though, unIlle the said senators, they were made to bear

all the burdens of the state, still did they not suffer them-
selves to be driven out of the sliio-a-ish habits in which sl-u.&-'
Crish animals, of every description, seem, to feel themselvesZD

privileged to indulge. Whip and spw therefore we-re
alike applied in vain, as to any accelerated motion in them-

'O>heir riders
selves ; but with this advantage at least to t that.,
while the latter toiled vigorously for an increase of vital

warmth through the instrumentality of their con-complying
hacksý they found it where they least seemed to look for it-

in the mingled anaýer and activity which kept them at the
fmitless task.

It was at the close of one of those long days of wearying
travel throughout a vast and unsheltered plainý (where only

here anathere rose aa occasional cluster of trees, like oases

it
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in the desert.) that', drenched to the skin with the steady
rain which, commencing- wîth the dawn, had continued with-

they arrived at a small log-hut,out a moment's intermission, 0
situate on the skirt of a forest formine- one of the boundaries
of the vast savannah they had traversed. Such was the

unpromising appearance of this apology for a human, dwel-
lin& that, under any other circumstances, even the cc not

verý d-d particular" Jackson, as the -,i.id-de-Camp often
termed himself, would have passed it by without stopping -
but after a long day's ride, and sufferino» from, the greatesf_-ý,'
evils to which a traveller can well be subjected-cold, wet,
and hunger-even so wretched a resting-place as this was not
to be despised ; and accordingly a determination was formed
to stop there for the night. On ridincr up to the door, it was
opened, to their knock, when a tall man-apparently its only
occupant, came forth-and, after surveyinS the. travellers a
moment W'ith a suspicious eye, inquired Il what the stranng rs
wanted

cc Why3 I a-uess,13 said Jackson, cc it doesn"t need much
conjuration to tell that. Food and lodSincr for ourselves, to
be sure ; and a wisp of hay and tether for our horses.-

Hospitality in short ; and that's what no true ýrennessee man,
bred and born, ever refused yet. No. not even to, an enemy,
such a night as this."

114 Then you must go further in search of it.,15 replied the
woodsman., suflily', Il I don't keep no tavem, and bant got

no accommodation; anà what's more, 1 reckon, Pm. no Ten-
nessee man.55

Il But.ýLny accommodation will do, friend. If you hav'nt
got beds, we5ll sit up all night' and warm our toes at the

fire, and spin long yarns, as they tell in the Eastern sea-ports.
AnythinS but tum a fellow out such a night as this.1-

But 1 say, strannSer,11 returried the man., fiercely and
determinedly, cc 1 Wnt got no ioom any how, and you

shanIt bide here.ýl'
,cc Oh) ho ! my old cock, that9s the ticket, is it ? but youU
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see whether an old stager, like me, îs to be turned out of any
man's house such a night as this. 1 havInt served two

campài&ns against the Ingins and the British for-nothing;
and here I rest for the nicrht."

So sayinS the determined Jackson coolly dismounted
from his horse, and unbuckling the girth, proceeded to deposit
the saddle., with the valise attached to it, within the hut
the door of which still stood open.

The woodsman, perceivinS his object, inade a movement,
as if to bar the passage ; but Jackson, with great activity,
seiz'ed him by the wrist of the left hand, and., all powerful as
tbe ruffian was, sent him dancing some few yards in front of
the thresholnefore he was aware of his intention, or could

resist the peculiar knack with which. it was accomplished.
The Aid-de-Camp, meanwhile had deposited his saddle in a
corner near the fire, and on his return to the door., met the

inhospitable woodsman advancincr as if to court a personal
encounter.

cc Now... IIII tell you what it is, friendII he said calmly,
throwino- back at the same time thé blanket that concealed

-là uniform, and-what was rpore imposing -a'brace of large
pistols stuck in his belt. cc Yould better have no nonsense
with me, I promise you, 'or-" and he tapped with the fore

finger of his rioht hand upon the butt of one of them., with
an expression that could not be misunderstood.

The woodsman seemed little awed b this démonstration.
He was evidentl one on whom it might have been danger-

y C Il j«
ous for one man, however well armed, to have foreed his

presence, so far away from every other human habitation.;
and it is probable that his forbearance then arose from the
fact of their being two opposed to him, for he glanced
rapidly from one to, the other, nor was it until he seemed to
ha'ye mentally decided that the odds of two to one were

somewhat unequal, that he at lenath, withdrew himself out
of the door-wày, as if in passive assent to the stay he could
not weU Prevent.

THE CANADlAN BROTHERS.
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cc Just so., my old cock,11 continued Jacksoný findinjithat
he had o-ained his point, cc and when you speak of this again,

donIt férSet to say it was a true Tennessee man, bred and
bom, that gave you a lesson in what no American ever

wanted-hospitality to a stranger. Suppose you begin and
make yo-rself useful., by tetherincr and fodderina- old spare

bones."
cc 1 reckon as how youlve hands as well as me," rejoined

the surly woodsman, cc and every man knows the ways of his
own beast best. As for fodder, the-výll ' find it on the skirt of

the wood, and where naturl planted it.e>
Gerald meanwhile., findinrr victory declare itself in favor0
ýof his companion, had followed his example and entered the

hut with his saddle. As he again quitted it., a sudden flash
of light from the fire, which Jackson was then in the act of

st**nS fell upon the colintenance of the woodsman. who
stood without his arms folded and his brow scowlino-, as if

planning some revenge for the hiimiliation to which. he had
been subjected. In the indistinct dusk of the evening
Grantham had not been able to remark more than the out-

Une of the figure; but the voice struck him as one not
un«known to him, although somewhat barsher in its tones

than that which his faint recollection of the past s 'plielUP
The glance he had now obtained3 momentary as it was, put

every doubt to rest. What his feelings were ia recognizinS a
in the woodsman the traitor settler of th-e Canadas> Jéremiah
Deaborougb, we leave to our readers to infer.0
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CHAPTER X.

Tiiiz« was a time when to have met bis father's enemy
thus, would have been to- have called into activity all the
dormant fierceness of Gerald's nature ; but since they had
last par',.ed3 a new channel had been opened to bis feelinn,,
and the deep and mysterious grief in which we have seen -Y-
him shrouded, had been of so absorbin, and selfish a nature,
as to, leave him. little consideration for sorrows not bis own.
The rash impetuositý of bis former character, which had

often led him to act even before he thoua-ht, and to resent

.an injury before it could well be said to have been 6frèred., had
moreover given place to a self-command., the fruit of the A

reflective habits and desire of concealment which had made
him latterly à1most a stranger to himself.

Whatever his motives fer outwardly avoiding all recoomi-
tion of the settler, certain it is that, so far from this, he de
sougirht sedulously to conceal his o wn identity, by, drawinir dý
the slouched bat, which formed a portion of his new equip- ýî
ment, lower over bis eyes. Left to do the duties -he rude 4- î
hostelry Captain Jackson and he now quitted the but, and

leading their jaded., smoking, steeds a few rods off to the
vero-e of the plain they had so recently traversed., prepared 'Cri

to dispose of them for the night. Gerald had by this time
become too experienced in the mode of travelling throuS,h an

American wilderness., not to understand that he who expects
to find a companion in bis horse in the morninm," must duly

secure him with the tether at nicht. Followino-, therefore,,
the example, of the Aid-de-Camp, he applied himself, amid
the still, peltinS rain, to the not very cleanly task of binding à
round the fetlock joints of bis steed several yards of untanned

27
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hide strips, with- which they were severally provided for
the purpose. Each gave his steed a parting slap on the

buttock with the hard bridle, Jackson exclaiming cc go ye
luxurious beasts, ye have a whole prairie of wet grass to,

revel in for the night.11 and then left theT to make the best
of their dainty food. J*

ViMle returning, Grantham took occasion to observe3 that
hé had reasoti to think hé knew the surly and inhospitable
woodsman3 by whom however hé was not desirous of beinc,. C
recognized, and therefore beSSed as a favor that Captain
Jackson would not5 in the course of the night, mention his
name, or even allude to him in any way that could lead to
an inférence that hé was any other than hé seemed, a
companion and brother officer of his own promising-03
in conclusion, to give Min, in the course of the next day's

journeyl, some little history of the man which would fully
explain his motives. With this request Jackson unhesi-
tatingly promised compliance, adding5 goodlumouredly,
that hé was not sorry to pledge himself to, any thing that

would iýhaw his companion-s tongue into sociability., and
render himself3 for the first time since their departureý a

listener. Befbre entering the hut Gerald further observed
in a whisperq that the better to escape recognition, hé woulde
as much as possible,, avoid joining in any conversation which

ými,&.ht ensueý and therefore hoped his companion would nôt
think it rude if hé suffèred him to bear th4 tax. Jackson

again promised to keep the attention of 'the woodsman
directed as much as possible to Mmself, observing, that he

thonght Gerald had already, to his cost., discovered hé- was
not one easily tired out by conversation, shoulil théir host
be t1mt wa'y inclined.

On opening the door of the cabin, they found that the
wSdsma% or more properly the settler as we shall again

term, hi% rnaldng a virtue of necessity, had somewhat
cheered its interior. A number of fine logs, sufficient to, last

throughout the night had been heaped upon the hearthý and
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these, crackling and fizzino- and emitting sparks in all the
burly of a hickory wood-fire, gave promise of a nig,ht of com-
parative comfort. Ensconced in the farther corner of the
chimne the settler-,hadalreadytakenhisseatand5reo-ard- Z

Èess of the entrance of the strano- rs, (with his elbows resting
on his knees, and his face buried in his large palms), kept
his eyes fixed upon the fire, as if with a sullen determination

neither to speak nor suffer himself to be questioned. Bgt the
Aid-de- Camp was by no means disposed to humour him in

his fancy. The idea of passing some eight or ten cônsecù-
tive hours in company with two fellow beings, without call-

ing into, full play the bump of loquacity, with which nature
had larzelv endowed him. was, in his view, little better than
the evil from which, his perseverance had just enabled him
to escape. Makinô- himiself perfectly at home, he unbuckled
the wet blankèt from his loins, and spreading it., with that, of
Gerald, io dry upon the rude floor before the fire, drew for-

ward a heavy uncouth looking table, (which, with two or
three equally unpolished chairs., formed the whole of the fur-
niture), and deposited thereon the wallet or haversack in

which remained a portion of provision. He then secured
the last vacant chair, and takina- up a position on the right of
the table which lay between himself and Gerald., let it fall
upon the dry clay hearth, with a violence that caused the
settler to quit his attitude of abstraction for one Ôf anger and
surprise.

cc Sorry to disturb you., friend.11 he said; cc but these chairs
of yours art so curst heavy., there3s no handling them decent-
ly; Ispecially with cold Iingerte-11

cc Beggars, 1 reckon., have no rigght to be choosers,11 returned
the settler cc the chairs is quite good enough for me-and
no one axed you to sit on em.'l

ce IIII tell you what, it is, old cock,,"' continued the Aid-de-
Camp, edgina- his seat' closer, and giving his host a smart
friendly slap upon the thiggh., cc this dull life of yours donIt

much improve your temper. Whyj as 1 am a true Tennessee
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man, bred and born, I never set eyes upon such a crab apple
in aU my life-yould turn a whole dairy of the sweetest

milk that ever came from prairie gr&;s sour in less than no
time. I take it,, you must be crossed in love old boy, eh VI
41 Crossed in hell.,'-' returned the settler, sevao-ely. 49 1

reckon as how it donIt consarn you whether I look sour or
sweet-what you want is a nioht's lodgin'. and youlve got

it, so donIt trouble me no more."
cc Very sorry, but I shall,'-' said Jackson, secretly congpa-

tulatinc- himself that now he had got the tongSue of his host
in motion, he had a fair chance of keepin(y it so. cc I must
trpuble you for somè bread, and whatever else your larder

may afford. 1111 pay you honestly for it, friend.11
Ige I should guess,'-' said the settler, his stern féatures
brightening for the first time into a smile of irony, cc as how

a man who had served a campaign ag)in the Ingins and an-
other agin the British., might contrive to do without sich a

luxury as bread. You'Il find no bread here 1 reckon.3-'
ce Mat, not even a bit of corn bread ! Try, my old cock,

and rummage up a crust or two, for hung'beef is devilish
tight work for the teeth, without a little bread of some sort

for a relish.ý'ý
cc If yould ha5 used your eyes you5d haý seen nothin' like

a coin patch for twenty- mile round about this. Bread never
entered this hut since 1 been here. I donIt eat it.lý'

111 Morels the pity.,11 replied Jackson, with infinite drollery;
but thougl you may not like it yourself, your friends may-Il

64 Ihave no friends-1 wish to have no friends." was the
sullen reply.

cc Morels the pity still,11 pursued the Aid-de-Camp., cl but
what do you live on then, d1d cock., if you donIt eat bread VI

Human flesh. Take th# as a relish to your hanom beef.11
Scarcely had the strange confession escaped the settlees

lips, when Jackson, active as a deer, was -at the farther end
of the hut, one hand holding the heavy chair as a shield before

,him . the ether placed upon the butt of one of his pistols. The



THE CANADIAN BROTHERS. 137

settler at the same moment quitted his seat, and stretchinS
his tall and'muscular form. to, its utmost height, burst into a
laugh that sounded more like that of some wild beast than a
human beinge The involuntary terror produced in his guest
was evidently a source of exultation to him, and he seemed

gratified to, think he had at length discovered the means of
makin& himself looked upon with somethinS like féar. ik 1.7

On entering the but., Gerald had taken his seat at the
opposite corner of the fire, yet in such a manner as to admit of
his féatures being shaded by the projection of the chimney.
The customs of the wilderness moreover rendering it neither
offensive, nor even worthy of remark, that he sbould retain.
his bat., he had, as in the first instance, drawn it as much over
his eyes as he conceived suited to, his purpos-e of concealment.,
ivithout excitino- a suspicion of his design ; and., as the altera-
tion in his dress was calculated to deceive into a belief of his

beine, an American, he had been enabled to observe the set-
tler without much fear of'recognition in returne A-great
change had taken place in the manner of Desborouggh- Fe-

rocious he still was., but it was a férocity,, wholly unmixed
with the cunningo- of his former years,, that he now exhibited.
He had evidentl sufféred much

and there was a stamp of
thought on the heavy countenance that Gerald had never

remarked there before. There was also this anomaly in the
manthat while ten years appearedtobave beenaddedto,
his age-bis strength was increased in the same proportion-g

a change that made itself evident by the attitude in which Wk
he stood.

69 Why now I take it you must be jesting" at length
exclaimed the Aid-de-Camp doubtingly, dropping at the

same time the chair upon the floor,, yet keeping it before him
as though not quite safe in the presence of this self-confessed.

,pophagos ; ccyon surely dont mean to say you kill and
pickle every unfbrtunate traveller that comes by here. If
so 1 must apprehend you in the name of the United States

M2 Yý
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cc 1 rather calculate not Mister,11 sneered the settler.
cc Besides 1 donIt eat the United States subjects ; consequently
they5ve no claim to interfere,5>

Ce MFfio the devil do you eat then,11 asked Jacksoný gather-ý
ing courage with his curiosity, and advancing a pace ortwo,
riearer the fire, ce or is it all a hum ?1-1

The settler approached the fireistooped a little, and apply-
ing his shoulder to the top of the opening, thrust his right

hand and arm up the chirnney.
cc I reckon that's no hum," he said, producing and throw-

ing upon the table a piece of dark dry flesh, that resembled
in appearance the upper part of a human arm. cc, If youlre
fond of a relish,'-' he pursued with a fierce lauggh; cc youIl
find that mighty well, suited to the palate-quite as sweet as
a bit of smok'd veiiison.3ý'
* cc Why you donIt really mean to say thafs part of a manV)
demanded Jackson3 advancinS cautiously to the table, and

turnino, over the shrivelled mass with the point of his dag.
ger. Whyý 1 declare, its just the color of my dried bee£11
cc But I do thou&h-and what's- more., of my own killin'

and dryin'. Purty naturist you must be net to see thaVs off
an Ingin's arm.--' j -

cc Oh an Ingin's only, is it?" returned the Aid-de-Campt
whose apprehension began rapidly to subside, new that he

had obtained the' conviction that it was not the flesh of a
white man. cc Well, Ilm sure ! who-d have thought it. - 1

take it, old cock, youlve been in the wars as well as myself.11
cc A little or so I reckon, and I expect to be in them

àhoit1yý--as soon as my stock of food's out. Ilve only a
thigh bone to pick after this, and then Ilm off. But why

doWt you take your seat at the fire. Therels nothin' so out of
the way in the sight of a naked arm, is there ? I reckon. if
yoùlre a soger, you must have seen many a one lopped of in
the wars-11
. (c Yes., friend.,11 said Jackson., altering the position of the

bMe and placing it between the settler and himself ; Il a
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good many lopped off, as you say, and in a devil of a stew.,
but not exactly eaten. However be so good as to return this
to the chimney, and when Ilve eaten somethina- from my bag
1111 listen to what you have to say about it.11

cc Jist so., and go -without my own supper I suppose, ta
please you. But tarnation, while youlre eatin3 a bit of your

hun& beef 1111 try a snack of mine."
So saying he deliberately took from the table the dried

arm he had previously flune- there, and, removing a large
clasp knife from a pocket beneath his coarse huntino- ftock,,

proceeded to help himself to several thin sIicesý correspond-
ing precisely in appearance with those which the Aid-de-
Camp divided in the same manner.

Jackson had manao-ed to swallow three or four pieces of
his favorite huna- beef with all the avidity of an appetite,
rendered keen by the absence of every other stimulant than
hunger; but no sooner did he perceive his host fastening-

with a degree of fury on his unnatural- food, than, sick and
full of loathing his stomach rejected further aliment and he
was compelled to, desist. Durino- all this time Grantham

who., although he had assumed the manner and attitude of a
-sleepinS man, was a watchfül, observer of all that Passed,
neither moved nor uttered a syllable, except on one occasion
to put away from him the food Jackson had offered.

cc Sorry to see your ride has given you so poor an appetite,"
said the settler, with a look expressive of the savage delight
he felt in annoying his visitor. 4c 1 reckon that's rather unsa-
Vory stuff youlve o-ot there, that you can-t eat it without
bread. I say young man15-addressing Grantham, cc canIt you

find no appetite neither, tÈat you sit there snorin-, as if you
never meant to wake agin.'-'

GerQdIs head sunk lower on his chest, and hig affectation
of alumber became more profound.

Try a drop of this.'-' said Jackson, offéring his canteen,,
after havino- drank himself and with a view to distract at-

tention ftm bis companion. ec You seem to have no liquw
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in the house, and 1 take it you require something hot as h-11.,
and stron& as d -n-n', after that ogre like repast of
yours.5>

The settler seized the can, and raised it to his lips. It
contained some of the fiery whiskey we have already des-

cribed as the common beveraýe in- most parts of America.
This, all powerful as it wasq he'drained off as though it he
been water, and with the greedy avidity of one who, finds

himself suddenly restored ýo the possession of a favorite and
long absent drink.

CG HOIJO) my friend.11 exclaimed the angry Aid-de-Camp,
who had watched the rapid disappearance of his cc travellers

best companion.11 as he quaintly enou,h termed it, down the
capacious gullet of the- settler-and snatching at the same
moment the nearly emptied canteen from his hands. 1 take
i4 thafs not handsome, As Ilm a true Tenessee man, bred
and born., it aint at ail hospitable to empty off a pint of raw
liquor at a spell, and have not so much as a glass of methig.
Un to offer in return. What the hell do you suppose w&re to
do tomorrow for drink, durino- a curst Iong ride through the
wood, and not a house of call till nightfall along the roàd.-"

The settler drew a breath Iongg and heavy in proportion to
the draught he had swallowed,, and when his lungs had again
recovered their pIayý answered blusteringly, in a voice that
betokened inci ient intoxication.

cc Roar me up a sapline Mister, but yoiere mighty stingy
of fhe Wabash. I reckon as how I made you a free offer of
my food, and it waent no fault of mine if you, didInt chowe
te take it. It would only have been relish for relish after

all-and thaVs what I call fair swap.lý'
ccWell., no raatter," said Jackson sootWngly;ccwhat3'9 done
CWt he undônel, therefore 1 take it its no use argufying-

however, my old cock5 when next you got the neck of a can-
teenof minej twixt your lin 1 hope it may do the cockles

of your heart good ; thata all. But lets hear how you came
by them pimes of niggers fleshj and how it is yoWve taken
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it into your head to turn squatter here. You seem,'ý',o-lanc-
ing around., 4G to have no sleeping room, to spare, and one may
as wel] sit up and chat as have onels bones bruised to squash
on the hard boards."

cc ItIs, a sat tale," said the settler gruffly and with a darkl
eninS brow, cc and brings bâtez thoughts with it ; but as the
liquor has cheered me up a bit, 1 donIt much mind if I do
teIl you how 1 skivered the varmint. Indeed," he pursued

savagely,, Ic that always givies me a pleasure to think of, for I
owed them a desperate grudge-the bloody r-ed sIdns and

irnps of hell. I was on my way to Detroit, to see the spot
once more wbere my poor boy Phil lay rottin', and one dark
night (for I only ventured to move at ni,,Sht,) 1 came slick

upon two Incrins as was lyinS fast asleep before their fire in
a deep ravine. The one nearest to me had his face unkiver-
ed, and I knew the -ýarmint for the tall dark Delaweer chief
as made one of the party after poor Phil and me, a sight
that made me thirst for the blood of the heathens as a
child for motherls milk. Well, how do you suppose I ma-
naSed them. I calculate yould never gues-C. Why, I stole
as quiet as a fox until I (Yot jist atween them, and then hold-
in' a cocked pistol to each breast, I called out in a thunderin-'
voice that made the woods ring agin Kit-chimocomon, which

you know, as youlve been in the wars, signifies long
knife or Yankee. Yould a lauo,hld fit' to split your sides 1

guess,, to, see the stupid stare of the devils., as startin5 out of
their sleep., they saw a pistol within three inches of each
oflem. G Ucyh,-' says they, as if they didInt know wellwhether to take it as a "'oke or not. G Yes C U&

3 5 gY and be
damn'd to you,-' say's I: you may go and 4 ugh 1 in hell

ndxt-and with that snap went the triSgers, and into their
curst carcasses went the balls. The one 1 killed outright
but t5other the Delaweer chief, was by a sudden shift - only
slightly woùnded, and he sprung- on hi-s feet and out with his
knife. But 1 had a knife too, and all ai disappirited- fatherls
rage to boot> so- at it we- went closin' and strikin2 with our
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knives like two fierce fiends of the forest. It was noble
sport surely. At last the Delaweer fell over the bleedin' body
of his warrior and I top of him. As he fell the knife dropt frém
his hand and he couldInt reach it no how, while 1 still gripped
mine fast. eUgh,1 he muttered agin., as if askin' to know what
I meant to, do next. G Ugh,5 and be damn-d to you once more

say's 1-and the pint of my long knife was soon buried in his
black heart. Then, when I see tàem both dead 1 eat my own

meal at their fire, for I was tÉmation hungry, and while 1
was eatin' a thought came across me that it would be good

fun to make smoked meat of the varmint, so when I had
tucked it in purty considerably, what with hominy and dried

bearls méat, moistened with a little Wabash 1 found in the
Delaweer chiefls canteen, ý set to and regularly quartered
them. The trunks I left behind, but the limbs I packed up

in the blankets that had been used to kiver them, I reckon;
and with them slung across my shoulders, like a saddle bag
across a horse, I made tracks through the swamps and--thé
prairies for this here hut, which I know'd no livi;îy-s'oul had
been nigh for many a long year. And he concluded
with a low drunken laugh., GGyouI'ýe the history of the

dried méat. There isnIt much left but when all is gg-one Ilm
off to, the wars., -for- I canIt find no peace 1 reckon without my
poor boyPhil.'-' , He paused a moment, and then, as if sud-

denly influenced by some painful récollection, he struck his
hand with startling violence- upon the table., and,, while every

faature of his iron countenance seemed worked up to a pitch
of intensity., added with fearful calmness.ý cç May God's

curse light upon me if I donIt have my -à tevenge of them
Grantbams yet.-Yes" he continued with inèreased excite-

ment of voice and'manner, while he kicked one of the blazin;
hickory logs in the chîmney with all ' the savageness of

dranken rage Ititude of
.1, causiug a mu sparks to spit forth

as âom the anvil of a smith.,----cijist go would I kick. them
both to hell for havino- murdered my poor boy."

iGwhY3 ýurelY,> Liftenant Grantham., he canIt meant you?"
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abruptly questioned the Aid-de-Camp, drawing back bis chair
and restiriS the pulms of bis hands upon his knees., while he

fixed bis eye keenly and inquiringly upon Gerald.
But Gerald had no time to, answer him--Scarcely had the

name escaped the lips of the incautious Jackson, when a yell
of exultation from the settler drew him quickly to bis feet,
and in the next moment he felt one hand of bis enemy grap-
pling at bis tWroat, while the fingers of the other w,,çre ra-
pidly *isinuatina- themselves into the bair that shadowed one
of bis temples, with the evident intention to, 4G gouge Il him.

Weak and emaciated as he was, Gerald was soon made sen-
sible of the disproportion of physical strength thus suddenly
brought into, the struggle, and as the savag-e laugh of the
settlere as bis fingers wound themselves closer and closer
within the elutterino- hair, proclaimed bis advantagge., he felt
that bis only chance of saving the threatened eye was by

havino, recourse to some sudden and desperate attempt to free
himself from the gripe of his opponent. SummoninS all bis

strength into one vipgrous effort., he rushed forward upon bis
enemy with such force, raisin S himself at the same time in a

manner to- thro w the whole weight of bis person upon him,
thàt the latter reeled backwards several paces without
the power of resistance, and falling over the table towards
whieh he had been intentionally propelled, sank with a

heavy crash to, the floor, still however retaining bis firm
hold of bis enemy and drao-ging him, after him.

Half throttled, mad-dened with pain, and even more bit--
terly stung by a sense of the humiliating position in which
he found himself., the feeline. of Gerald became uncontrol-
able, until bis anxiety to inflict, a mortal linjury upon bis

enemy became in the end as intense as that of the settler.
In their fall the tâble had been overturned, and with it the

Imife which. Desborough had used with bis horrid repast. As'
the light from the blazing- fire fell upon the blâ-de., it bail once
caught the unassailed eye of the officer, and was the next

- moment clutéhed in his grasp. He raised it with a determi-
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nation, inspired by the arrony he endured, at once to liberate
himself and to avenire his father's murder., but the idea that

there was somethincr assassin-like in the act as suddenly ar-
rested him, and ere he had time to obey a fresh impulse of

his ao-ony, the knife was forcibly stricken from his'ýûand. A
laugh of triueph burst from the lips of the half intoidcated

esborough, but it was scarcely uttered before it was suc-
ceeded by a yell of pain, and the hand that had contri -ed to

entwine itself, with resistless force an4,terrible intent, in the
wavina- hair of the yoùth, fell sudden * ts grasp, en-C 

'yablino- its victim at len(yth to free himself :toget er and start
once more to, bis feet.

Little more than a minute had been pas'sed in the enact-
ment of this strance scene. The collision, the overthrow,
the upraising of the knife had followed each other in such
rapid succession that, until the last desperate intention of
Gerald-,Was fornïed, the Aid-de-Camp had not had time to

interpose himself in any way between the enraged com-
batants. -His first action had been to strike away the mur-

derous knife with the heavy butt of one of bis pistols, the
other to plant such a blow upon the 41 gougincr e> hand of the
settler from the same butt, as effectuaMy to compel him to re-
linquish his ferocious clatch. In both objects, as we have
seen, he fully succeeded.

But althoua-h'his licht hand had been utterly disabled by
the blow from Jacksouls pistol, the fury of Desborough, fed
as it Was by the fumes of the liquorhe had swallowed, was
too great to, render him heedful of augght but the gratification
of his vengeance. Rolling rapidly over to, the point where the

knife had fallen he secured it in his left hand., and then, leap-
ing -nimbly to his feet, gathered himself into a spring upon
bis una-med but watchfül enemy. But before the bound could
be taken, the active Aid-de-Camp, coverino- Gerald with his
body and presenting a cocked pistol, had again ihwarted

him in his intention."
cc 1 say now., old cocký you'd much better be quiet 1
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guess, for them sort of tantrums wont suit me. If this here
Liftenant killed your son why helll answer for it la-

ter, but I canIt let you murder my'prisoner in that flumgus-
tious manner. Ilm responsible for him. to the United States
Govemment, therefore just drop that knife clean and slick

upon the floor> and let's have no more of this nonsense for
the nio,ht.11

But even the cocked pistol had not power to restrain the
fierce-almost brutal-rage of the settler., whose growing in-
to.-dcation added fuel to the fire which the presence of his

enemy had kindled in his heart. Heedless of, the determi-
ned air and threatenink posture of the Aid-de-Camp, te

made a bound forward, uttering a sound that resembled the
roar of a wild bléast rather than the cry of a human beinc.
and struck over Jackson's shoulder at thé chest of the officer.

Gerald, whose watchfül eye marked the danger, had how-
ever time to step back and avoid the blow. In the next

moment the Aid-de-Camp, overborne by the violence of the
collision, fell heavily backwards upon the rude floor, and in

his fall the pistol went off' lodgingg- the ball in the sinewy
calf --of Desborough's lec. Stuno, with acute animal pain,
the whole race of the latter was now diverted from. Gerald
to the Aid--de -C amp, on "whom. (assumin & the wound to have

been intentional) he threw himself with the fury of a tiger,
grappling as he closed with him at his throat. But the sailor
in his turn now came to the rescue of his companion, and
the scene for some time, as the whole party strujSggled toge-
ther upon the floor in the broad red glare of the wood fire,.,.
yas cme of féarful and desperate character. At léngSth after

an immense effort, and amid the most<horrid imprecations of
vengeance upon them, the officers succeeded in disarming
ana tying the hands of the, settler behind his back,'after

which dra&gin« him to a distant cerner of the hut, they0 0 -
secured Iiim. firmly to one of -the open and mis-shapen loggs

which composed its frame. - This done, Jackson divided the
littl£ that had been left of his Wabash » with Iàs chaxge,,
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and then stretchino- himself at his len«th, with his feet to the
fire, and his saddle for a pillow, soon fell profoundly asleep.

Too much agitated by the scene which had just passed.,
Gerald, although following the example of his companion, in

3tretchincr himself before the cheerful fire., was in no condi-
tion to enjoy repose. Indeed, whatever his inclination, the

ttempt would have been vain, for so dreadful were the
eminciations of Desborouo-h throughout the night, that sleep

had no room to enter even into his thoughts. Deep and
appallino, were the curses and threats of vengeance -waieh
the enraged settler uttered upon all who bore the name of

Grantham; 'and with these were mingled l'amentations for his
son, scarcely less revoltýý, ' in their import than the curses
themselves. Nor was the turbulence of the enrao-ed man con-

fiiied to mere exciternent of language. His large and muscular
form struggled in every direction, to free himself from theag

cords that secured him. to the logs., and findinS these too firmly
bound to admit of the accoinplishment of his end, he Icicked
his brawny feet against the floor withý all* the fur and im-
patience of -a spirit, quickene& into a livelier sense of restfaint
by the stimulus of intoxication. At length, exhausted b the0 

y 'efforts he had made, his struo-gles and, his imprecations be-
came gradually less frequent and less vigorous, until finally

towards dawn they ceased altoo-ether, and his deep and
heavy breathing announced that he slept.

Accustomed to rise with the dawn, the Aid-de-Camp was
not long after its appearance, in, shaking off the slumber in

which. he had so profoundly indulged. The first object that
met his eye as he raised himself up in a sitting posture from

his rudebed, was Gerald stooping over the sleeping Des-
borough, bne hand reposing up

on his chest., the other holding
the knife already alluded to, while every féature of his face
was kindled into loathing and abhorrence of his prostràte

and sleeping enemy. Startled by the expression hý read
there, and with the occurrences of the past night rushing

forcibly upon his memory, the Aid-de-Camp called quickly
out>
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Hold, Liftenant.Grantham. Wel]ý as Ilm a true Ten-
nessee man, bred and born, may I be most especially d-dý,
if Ild a thought yould do so foul a deed. What assassinate
a sleeping drunken man M

cc Assassinate 1 Captain Jackson.," repeated Gerald, raisidg
himself to his full heiSht, while a crimson flush- of indigna-

tion succeeded to the deadly paleness which had overs readp
hischeek.

44 Yes, assassinate,11 returned the Aid-de-Campý fixing
his eye upon that of his prisoner, yet without perceiving
that it quailed under his penetratina-,o,,,Iance. cc-It's an ugly
Word I reckon, for you to hear, as it is for me to speak; but
your quarrel last night-your fix just now-that knife5--

Liftenant Grantham,13 and he pointed to the blade which 21
still remained in the grasp of the accused. 4G Surely these

things speak for themselves, and thoua-h t4e fellow has
swallowed aff all my Wabash, and be d-d to himNmaking

a fiuitless attempt to, extract a few drops from his can"ýen,)
still I should nIt like to sea him, murdered in that sort of
way.

cc 1 cannot Maine you, Captain Jackso%,11 said Gerald--
calmly,, his features resuming their pallid hue. cc These

appearances, I grant, might justify the suspicion, horrible as
it isý in one who had known more of me than yourself ; but
was assassination even a virtue., worlds would not tempt me f
to assassinate that man-wretch though he be-or even to

,slay him. in fair and open combat."
Then., I calculate, one night has made a pretty consi-

derable change in your feelings, Liftenantlý retortéd the
Aid-de-Camp. cc You were both read enough to o-o at it
last night, wheh 1 knocked the krùfe out of your fist, and

bràke the Imuckles of his gouging hand.11
c4 I cenfess said Gerald, ao-ain coloring, cc that excessive

pain made me wild, and I should have been tempted to have
had recourse to, any means to thwart him. in his diabolical pur7
pose. As you have said, howeverý the past night has effected
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ýa changre in my feelings towards the man, and death from
my hand, under any circumstances, is the last thing he has

now to apprehend.11 Gerald sank his head upon his chest,
and sighed bitterly.

111 WeU," said Jackson, le all this is queer enough; but
what were ou doing standin over the man just now with

, if it was not to harm. him And as for yourthat knife
countenance, îýý scowled so savage and- passionate, 1 was

almost afraid to lo'ok at it mysW.11
le My motive for' the action I must beg you to excuse my

enterino- upon,'-' replied Gerald. ec Of this., howe'ver, be,
assured, Captain Jackson, that 1 had no intention to injure
yon sleeping villain. On the word of an officer and a gentie-
man, and by the kindness you have shown me on all occa-
sions since our journey commenced, do 1 solemnly assure
you this is the fact.1-1

' is> And on the word of an officer, and a true Tennessee
man, bred and born, I am bound to believe you,11 retumed

e the American, much affected. le A man that could fight so
wickedly in the field would never find heart, 1 reckon, to

stick an enemy in the dark. No, Liftenant Grantham,
you were not born to be an assassin. And now leVs be

starting the day has already broke.11
1î. And yetlý' returned Gerald, with a smile of -bitter

melancholy, as they hurried towards the spot where they
had left their horses, le if any man ever ' had reason to act
so as to merit the imputation of beina- such, 1 have. In

that savage woodsman, Captain Jackson, you have beheld
the murderer-the self aclmowledged murderer oj my
father.'-'.

God bless my soul 111 cried Jackson, dropping the saddle
which he carried, and standing still with very amazement.

111 A pretty fix Pve got into., to be sure. Here% one man
accuses another of murdering his son, and Vother., by way of

quits., accuses him., in his turn, of murdering his fathers
Why, which am 1 to believe 9" ' ,
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ýVhich you-please, Captain Jackson,13 said the sailor
coolly, yet painedly ; and he moved forward in pursuit of his
horse. Cle

cc Nay, Liftenant Grantham.'l said the Aid-de-Camp,
who had again resumed his burden, and was speedily at the
side of his companion, cc donIt be offended. Ilve no doubt
the thing's as you say, but you must make allowante for

my ideas, never too much of the brigghtest, being conglo-
merated., after a fashion., by what 1 have seen and heard,

since we let loose tour horses last night uponthis prairie.51
cc I am not offended, only hurtI' replied Gerald., shaking the

hand that was cordially tendered to him ; cc hurt that yon.
should doubt my word., or attach any thing to the assertion

of that man beyond the mère ravings of a savage and diseased
spirit. Justice to myself demands that I should explaia
every thing in detail.'-

cc Now that's' what I call all right and proper.-Il returned
the Aid-de-Camp, 44 and should be done both for your sake
and mine ; but we will leave it till we get once more upon the
road and in sight of a tavern for its dry work talking and
listening without even so much as a gum tickler of the Wa-
bash to moisten on&s clay.11

They found their horses not far from the spot where they
had been left on the preceding nigh4 and thèse being spee-
dily untethered and saddled., the travellers ag-ain pursued their
route towards the capital of the State in which, they found
themselves. As they passeil the hut, which, had been the

'x, ýçscène of so much excitement to both, the voice of Desbo-
rou,çrh whom they hîd left fast asleep, was -heard venting

curses and imprecations upon them both., for having left hira lie
there to Étarve, bound ana incapable of aiding himself.

Wretch as the settler was, Gerald coula not reconcile to
himself the thought of his being left to perish thus miserably,
and he entreated the Aid-de-Camp to enter and divide the
cords. But Jackson declared this to be impolitic., urging as a

powerful reuon for declinino-., the probability of bis-having Are

>
lit
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arms in the hut, with which (if released.) he might follo-vv an(i
overtake them in their route, and sacrifice one or the otherto

bis vengeance-an object which it would be easy to accomplish
-without bis ever being detected. However., that the villain
might have sustenauce until some chance traveller should
come later to bis assistance, or he could manage to get rid of

bis bonds himself (which he might do in time) he consented to,
place within bis reach all the dried meat that had been left of
bis InIan foes, toggether with a pail of water-theý latter by
way of punishment for having swilled away at bis Wabash

in the ungracious manner he had.
VVhile Jackson was busied in this office of questionable

charity, the rage and disappointment of the settler surpassed
-what it had hitherto been. Each vein of bis dark brow rose

distinctly and swellino- from its surface, and he kicked and
stampe-d with a fury that proclaimed the bitter tempest

ragino, in bis soul. When the Aid-de-Camp had ag-ain
mounted bis sbrieks and execrations became piercing, and

for many minutes after they had entered into the heart of
the forest in which the but was situated . the shrill sounds
continued to, ring upon their ears in accents so, fearful, that
each felt a sensible relief when they were heard no more.

On the evening of the third day after this event., Jackson
anaour hero, between whom a long explanation on the sub-
ject of the settler haa taken place,, alighted at the door of
the principal inu in Frankfort., the capital -of Kentucky5,

which was their ultimate destination. To mine host Gerala
wu introduced by bis escort with the formality usual on such
occasions in America, and with the earnest reeommendation ta
that most respectable personage that,, as bis * , well
as that of Colonel Forrester., every. 'indulgence should be

shown to the prlamer, that was not incSàstent with bis
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1 eé-
CHAPTER XI.

Fi&w situations in life are less enviable than that of the djý

isolated prisoner of war. Far from the home of his affections,
and compelled by the absence of all other companionship. to

mix with those who in inanners, feelin and national char-
acteristics, form, as it were, a race apart from himself, his

recollections, already sufficiently embittered by the de-'
pressing sense of captivity, are hourly awakened by some
rude contrast wounding to his sensibilities., and even though
no source of graver irritation should exist, a thousand

petty annoyances, incident to the position, are magnified by
chagrin from mole-hills into mountains. Such, howeverý
would be the effect produced on one only, who, thrown by
the accident of war into the situation of a captive., should
have no grief more profound, no sorrow deeper seated than
what arose from the beinc, severed from old, and associated
with new and undesired ties; one to whom, life was full of the
fairest buds of promise, and whose impatience- of the present
was only a buminS desire to enter upon the future., Not so

with Gerald Grantham. Ti me, place; circumstance,, condi-
tion, were alike the same alike indifferent to him. In the

recollectiens, of the scenes he had so lately rýuitted, and in
which. his fairer and unruffled boyhood had been passed., he

took no pleasure, while the future was so enshrouded in ;Nul
gloom that he shrank from its very contemplation. So far

fiom trying to wrino- consolation from circumstances., hiq
object was to stupify recollection to the uttermost. He wSld

fgh have shut out both'the pwt and the future, contenting
himgelf w he might with the present, but the thing was im-
possible,, The W&M had eaten inte his heart, and its gnaw-
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ings were too painful, not poignantly ta remind him of the
manner in which it had beeit entrendered.

Upwards of a* fortnio-ht had elapsed since his Mival, and
yet, although Captain Jackson, pnor ta his return, ta Sandusky,

had personally introduced him ta many highly- respectable
families in Frankfort, he uniformýv abstained from cultivating
their acquaintance, until at lengthhe was, naturally enough,
pronouneed ta be a most disagreeable specimen of a British

officer. , Even with the inmates of the hotel, many of whom
were officers of his own age. and with whom he constantly
sat down to the ordinary, he avoided every thing approach-
g ta intimacy-satisfyiiiS, himself merely with disch

his share of the commonest courtesies of lifé. They thought
it pride-it was but an effect an irremediable effect of the
utter sinIdn& of his sad and brokpn. spirit. The onl distrac-
tion in which he eventually took pleasure, -or sought ta in-
dulge., was rambling througgh the wild passes of the chain
of wooded hills., which almest encircles the Kentuckian
capital,, and extends for a considerable distance in a wes-
terly direction. The dense gloom, of these narrow vallies he

had remarked on his entrante by the same route., and feeling
them more in unison with his sick mind than the hum and
bustle of a city, which offéred nothing in common with his

sympathiesý he now frequently passed a great, portion of the
day in threading their mazes-returning however, at a certain
hour ta his hotel, conformably with the terms of his parole.

On one occassio% tempted by the mellow beauty of the
season (it was nowthe begginning of October) he had strayed
go far, and through passes sa unImown. ta him,, that when the
fast advancing evening warned him of the necessity of re-
turning, ha found he had «utterly lost his way. Abstmeted
as he usually wasý he had yet reflection enough ta under-
stand that his parole of honor requirëd he should be at his
hotel at an hour, which it would put his speed to the proof
to accomplish. Despli Mg of fin his way by the circui-

tous route he had originally taken, and the proper clue to
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which he had moreover lost, he determined, familiar as he
*as with the general bearings of the capital, to effect his

retum in a direct line across the chaîn of bills already allu-
ded to. The deepening shadows of the wild scene, as he
proposed to ascend that immediately before him, told that the

sun had sunk beneath the horizon, and when he gained its
swnmitý the last faint corruscations of light were passinS
rapidly away in the west. Still by the indistinct twilio-1it

he could perceive that, at his feet lay a small valleyý com-
pletely hemmed in by the circular rido-e on which he stood.

This traversed it was but to ascend the opposite section of
the ridge, and his destination would be gained. Unlike the

narrow rocky passes, which divided the bills in every other
direction, in which hé had previonsly wandered, this valley

was covered with a luxuriant verdure, and upon this the feet
of Gerald moveà inaudibly even to, himself. As he advanced
more into the centre of the little plain, he thought he could
perceive, at its extremity on the right, the dark outline of a
buildina--apparently a dwellina- house-and while he yet
hesitated, whether he should appreaeb it and inquire his
most direct way to the town, a light suddenly appeared at

that point of the valley for which he was already makiàg.
A few minutes sufficed to bring him to, the spot whence the
light had issued. It was a small circular Éuilding, possibly
intended fer a summer-house, but more resemblinS a temple
in its construction, and so closely bordering upon the forest
ridSe, by a portion of the foliage by which it had previcusly
been concealed, as to be almost confounded with it. It was
furnished with a single window, the same through whicli the

light now issued., and this nairow, elongated, and studded
with iron bars, was so placed as to prevent one even taller

than our hero from gazin& into the interi or, without the aid of
some elevation. But Gerald, independently of his anxiety to
reach the town in time to, prevent comment upon his absence.,

7
had no desire to, occupy himself with sub ects foreign to his
object. Curiosity was a feeling dead within his bosom, and
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he was preparing, without once stayina- his course, to ascend
the ridge at the side of the temple, when he fancied he heard
a suppressed groan, as of one suffering from. intense agony-
Not the groan., but the peculiar tone in which it was uttered,

arrested his attention, and excited a vaguêyet stirring inte-
rest in his breast. On approaching closer to the temple, he

found that at its immediate basement the earth had been
thrown up into a sort of mound, which so elevated the footing

as to admit of his reachinS the bars of the window with his
hands. Active as we have elsewhere shown him. to be, he,
was not lonS in obtainino- a full view of the interior, when

a scene met his eye which rivetted him, as well it might, in
utter astonishment. Upon the rude uncarpetedfloor knelt a

female, who, with clapsed and uplifted hands, had her eyes
fixed upon a portrait that huno- suspended from, the opposite
wall-her ficrure clad in a loose robe of black developinS by

its attitude a contour of such rich and symmetrical propor-
tion as might be difficult for the imagination to embody.
And who was the being upon whdin his each excited sense

now linSered with an admiration little short of idolatry ? One
whom, a moment before, he believed to be still far distant,

whom he had only a few months previously fled from., as
from a pestilence, and whom. he had solemnly sworn never

to behold again, yet whom. he continued to love with a pas-
sion that defied every effort of his judgment to subdue,
making his life a wilderness-Matilda Montgomerie-And
if her beauty had then had such surpassinc, influence over his
soul,, what was not its âfect when he beheld her now, every
grace of womanhood exhibited in a manner to excite admi-
ration the most intense !

It would be vain to describe all that passed through the
mind of Gerald Grantham, while he thus gazed upon her

whose beauty was the rock on which. his happiness had been
wrecked. His first impulse had been to fly, but the fasci-

nation which rivetted him to the window deprived him of all
power until eventually., of ali the host of feelings that h-%d
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crowded tumultuously upon his heart, passion alone remained, Èýi
triumphant Unable longer to control his impatience, he

was on the point of quittin, his station, for the purpose of
knocking and obtaininS admission by a door which he saw
opposite to him, when a sudden change in the attitude of

Matilda arrested the movement.
She hala risen, and with her long and dark haïr floatinS over

her white shoulders, now advanced towards the portrait, on
which her gaze had hitherto been so repeatedly turned. This
was so, placed that Gerald had not previously an opportunity
of remarkino- more than the indistinct outline, which
proved it to represent a human figure ; but as she for a ino-
ment raised the light with one hand, while with the other
she covered it with a veil which had been drawn aside., he

distinctly saw that it was the portrait of an officer dressed
in the American uniform ; and it even occurred to him that
he had before seen the face, althoua-h, in his then excited

state he eould not recollect where. Even had he been in-
clined to tax his memory, the effort would have been im-
practicable., for another direction was now given to his in-
terest.

On the left, and close under the window, stood a rude sofa
ana ruder table, the only pieces of furniture which, Gerald
coula observe within the temple. Upon the former Matilda

aiýd placing the candle u on the table atilow reclined herself p
her side, proceeded to, unfold and peruse a letter which she had

previously taken from her pocket book. The same uncon-
sciousness of observation inducing the same unstudiedness of
actio% the whole disposition of the form, bore a character of

voluptuousness, which the presumed isolation of her who
thus exhibited herself, a model of living grace> alone coula

justify. Bùt although the form, was full of the eloquence
of passion., one had but to turn to the pale and severe face ;î->
to find there was no corresponding expression in the heart.
As heretofore, the brow of the American wore a cast of
thought-only deeper., more decided-and even while her
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dark eyes flashed fire, as if in disappointment and anger atC)
sundry passages in the letter over which she lingered, not
once did the slightest color tinge her cheek, or the gloom

dissipate itself from that cold brow. Emotion she félt.ý for
this her beavinc, bosom and occasionally compressed lip beto-

kened. Yet never'was contrast more marked than that
between the person- and the face of Matilda Mcntgomerie, as

Gerald Grantham then beheld her.
On one who had seen her thus for the fast time., the cold,

calm countenance of the singular girl, would have acted as
a chastener to the emotions called up by the crlowing ex-
pression of her faultless form, but although there was

now a character of severity on her féatures, which must
have checked and chilled the ardent admiration produced by
that form on a mere stranger, Gerald bui too well remeniber-
ed occasions when the harmony of both had. been complete,
and when the countenance, rich in aU those fascinations,
which., even in her hours of utmost collectedness, never
ceased to attach to the person., haël beamed upon him in a
manner to, stir his very soul into màdnessý There were
other and later're collections too, that forced themselves upon

his memory; but these, even though they recalled scenes in
which the voluptùous beauty of Matilda shone paramoât,
were as blots upon the fair picture of the past, and he fain
would have banished them from his mind for ever,

The letter on which the American was now engaged,
Grantham bad recoo,,nized, from Îts fold anél seal., to be one-.

he had written prior to parting- with her., as he had supposed)
for ever. While he was yet dwelling on this singularity,

Matilda threw the letter upon the table at her side3 afid
leaning her head upon her hand, seemed ýs if musing deeply

upon its contents. The contraction of her brow became
deeper, and there was a convulsed. pressure of her lips as 6f
one forming some determination., requm**ng at once stroniy
moral and physical energy to, accomplish. A coldshudder
crept through the veins of Gerald, for too weU did he fancY
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he could divine what was passing in the soul of that strange
yet fascinating woman. For a moment a feeling of almost

loathing came over his heart, but when., in the next moment,,
he saw her rise from the sofa, revealinc the most inimitable

graceý he burned with impatience to throw himself reckless
of consequences at her feet, and to confess his idolatry.

After'pacing to and fro for some moments, her dark and
kindlino, eye alone betraying the excitement which her

colorless cheek denied Matilda again took up the lig4t, and
havina- once more approached the portrait, *as in the àct of
raising the veil, when a sligSht noise made byGerald, who in
bis anxiety to obtain a better view of her, had made a
change in his position, arrèsted her ear; and she turned and
fixed her eye upon the window, not with the disturbed man-
ner of a pe msn. who fearg observation, but with the threatening.
air of one who would punish an intrusion.

Hôldinz the liS t above her head, she advanced firmly
across the room and stoppinrr beneath the window, fLxed her

steadil and unshrinkincriy upon it. The mind of Ge-
rald had become a chaos of conflicting aud opposing feelings.

Only an instant before and he would have coveted recogni-
tion, now his anxiety was to avoid it ;but cramped in his
attitude, and elinging as he was - compeUe4, with his face
close to the bars, his only means of doina- so was by quitting
his position altogether. He therefore loosened his hûldý apd

dropped himself on the mound of earth from which be had
contrived to ascend, but not so noiselessly, in the unbroken

â9tillness of the night, as to escape the keen ear of the Ame-
rican. In»e next moment Gerald heard a door open, and

a well known voice demand, in tones which betrayed nei-
tbk alarm nor indecision.

cc Who is there ?
The question was repeated in echo from the 'surroundin&

woods, and then died away in distance.
cc Who of my people," again demanded Matildaj ce has

dared to follow me here in defiance of my orders ?
0
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Another echo of indistinct sounds, and all aSal*n was stili.
44 Whoever you are, speak,13 resumed the courageous girl.

49 Nay," she Pursued more decidedly, as having moved a
pace or twô fiom the door, she observed a human form stand-
ing motionless beneath the window. " Think not to escape
me. Come hither slave that 1 may know you. This eu-
riosity shaà cost you har.55

the blood of Gerald insénsibly chillexd at the harsh tone
in which these words were utteredý and had he followed a

first impulse he would at once have retired from the in-
fluence of a command, *hich under all the circumstances,
occurred to him. as ýèing of prophetic import. But he had
gazed on the witchino- beauty of the s en., until judo-ment
and reason had yielded the rein to'passion, and filled with
an ungovernable desire to behold and touch that form' once

more-even althoug he should the next moment tear himself
from it fk ever -he approached and stood at the entrance

of the temple, the threshold of which Matilda had again
ascended.

No exclamation of surprise escaped the lips of the ever
collected American ; and yet, for the first time thatnio,,bt,rher cheek was suffused witIl a deep o,Iow, the effect of

which ww to give to, herwhole style of beauty a character
of radiancy.

cc Gerald Grantham!'l
cc Yes, Matilda," exclaimed the yonth, madly heedless

,of, the - past, while. he rivette"s gaze upon her dazzling
loveliness with such stronS excitement of eiTreýsion as to
came her own to sink beneath it, 4G your own Gerald-Your
slave kneels before youlý and he threw himself at her feet.

cc And what punishment does -not that slave merit M she
asked, in a tone so, différent from that in which she had
addTessed her supposed domestie, that Gerald could scarcely

believe it to be the same. Cc What reparation can he mâe
for having caused so, much misery to one whe loved and
cherished him so, well. Oh! Gerald, what days, what ni-gghts
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of misery, havé L not passed since yog so unkindly left mè.1-
As she uttered the last sentence, she bent herself over the
still kneeling form, of her lover -while her long dârk hair,
fallinc fàrwardý completely enveloped him in its luxuriànt
and waving folds.

cc You will be mine, Matilda,11 at length murmured the
youth, as he sat at her side on the sofa, to which on rising
fie had conducted her.

cc Yours5 only yours,11 retumed the American, while she
bent her face upon his shoulder. cc But you know the terms
of our union.'-'

Had a vipe"tung him., Gerald could not have recoiled
with more dismay and horror from. her embrace. Again tbe

features of Matilda became colorless, and her brow assumed
an expression of care and âeverity.

64 Then, if noï to fulfil that compact, wherefbre are you
here VI and the question was pu-t half queru1ouslyý half con-
temptuously.

GC Chance., Destiny, Fateý-ca11 it wbat you will," cried
Gerald,, obeying the stronger -impulse of his feeli«-nfrs, and
clasping her once more to his beating heurt. 4e Oh! Matilda,
if you knew how the idea of that fearful condition bas
haunted me in my thoùLrhts bv day; and m dreams by

ni,,Sh4 you would only wonder that at this moment 1 retain
My senses. filled as my soul is with maddening-with inex-
tinguishable love for you-Y3

Il And do you really entertain for me that deep, that

excessive passion you have just expressedý11 at length ob-
served Matilda, after some moments of silence, and with

renewed tenderness of voice and manner, Il and yet refuse
the means by which you may secure me to you for ever M

cc Matilda,1-1 said Gerald, with vehemenceý Il my passion
for you is one which no effort of my reason can controP;

but let me not deceive you-it is nw one of the. senseso»

An expression of triumph,, not wholl . ýa1ed with
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scorn3 animatea the féatures of Matilda. It was succeeded
by one of ineffable tendeiness.

Il We will talk of this no more tonight3 Gerald., but to-
morrow evening, at the same hour, bc here : then our mutual

hopes, and féars., and doubts shall be then realized ordisap-
pointed, as the event may show. Tomorrow wîll determine
if, as I cannot but believe, Destiny has sent you to me at
this important hour. It is very singular,5" she added, as if
to herself, her féýàtures again becoming deadly pale-44 very
singular, indeed!"

Il What is singular, 9atilda?3ý asked Gerald.
44 You shall know àll -tomorrow," she replied ; ce but

mind,," and her darkeye rested on his with an expression of
much tendernesa-, cc that you come prepared. to, yield me all
I ask."

Gerald promised that he would, and Matilda., expressing a
desire to hear what had so unexpectedly restored him "oer
presence, he entered into a detail of all that had befallen
him from the moment of their separation. She appeared to
Se much touched by the relation, and, in return gave him
a history of what 'he too had felt and suRered. She, more-
over informed him that Major Monto-omarie had died of his

wound shortly after their pýrCing, and that she had now been
nearly two months returned to her uncle's estate at Frankfort,

where she lived wholly secluded from, society., and with a do-
mestic establishment consisting of slaves. These short explan-

ations havino- been eiÎtered into, they parted-Matilda to enter
her dwellinO> (the same Gerald had remarked in outline,) in

which n'umerous lights were now visible, Ênd her lover to
make the best of his way to the town.
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CHAPTER XII,,

Mo.NiNc. diwned, and yet no sléep had visited the eyes
of Gerald Grantham. The image of Matilda floated in hie,
mind, and, to the recollection of her beauty, he clung with#4 ZI)

an achino- eamerness of delight that attested the extent of
its influence over his imagination. Had there been nothinS

to tarnish that g ly perfection,
glorious picture of woman

the féelinp it called up would have been too exquisite
for endurancé ; but alas ! with the faultless image , ýame also
recollections., acrainst which it required all the force of that
beauty to maiintain itself. One ineffaceable spot *as upon the
soul of that fascinatinS beinc; and thoua-h, like the spots onC 0 ZD 1
the sun's disk, it was hidden in the effulgence which sur-
rounded it, still he could not conceal from himself that it did
exist> to deface the symmetry of the whole. It was his

knowledge of that fearful blemish that had driven him to
seek in drunkenness, and subsequently in death, a release from
the agonizin tortures of his mind. 'Virtue and a high sense
of honor had triumphed so far, as not merely to leave his own
soul spotless, but to enable him to fly from her who would
have polluted it with crime ; yet, although respect and love-
the pure sentiments by which he had originally been influ-

enced-had passed away, the hour of their departure had been
that of the incre ased domination of passion, and far from her

whose beauty was ever present to his mind3 his imagination
had drawn and lingered on such pictures, that assured as he

was they could never be realized, he finally resolved to court
death7 wherever it might present itself.

Restored thus unexpectedly to the presence of her ývho had
been the unceasinc subject of his thoughts, and under circum-
stances so weU calculated to inflame his imagination, it cannot
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appear wonderful that Gerald should have looked forward to
his approachinS interview with emotions of the intensest kind.

How fated, too, seemed the reunion. He had quitted Ma-
tildawith the firm>determination never to behold her more, yet,

by the very act of courtinS that death which would fully
have accomplished his purpose, he had placed himself in the
position he most wished to, avoid. Presuming that Major

Montgouýerie, who had never alluded to Frankfort as his
home,, was still with his niece a resideut in the distant State
in which he had left them--heÎhadSladly heard Colonel For-
rester name the Kentucky capital as the plàce of his desti-
nation ; for, deep and'maddening as was his passion for Ma-

filda, no earthly considerations could have induced him
voluntaril to have sought hei. Even since his arrival in
Frankfort, it had been a source of consolation to him to féel
that he was far removed from her who could have made him
forget that., although the heart may wither and die, while
self-esteem and an approving conscience remain to usý the
soul shares not in the saine decay-confesses not the same
stinS. Could he even have divined that in the temple to
which his curio > sity had led him, he should have beheld the
beinS on whose mnaSe he doted., even while he shunned i4 he

would have avoided her as a pestilence.
The result of this ter4ble struggle of his feelings was a

aetermination to see her once ïnore-to yield up bis whole
Soul to the into.-àcation of her presence., and then, provided

she sbould still refuse to unite her faté to his,, unhampered by
the terrible condition of past days,, to tear hiniulf from her.
for ever.

Strong in this resolutio% Gerald., to whom the hours hadappeared as days since hie Li =g, and wr ho quitted Frankfort
about bis usual time., -and., in order to avoid observation., took
the saine retired and cirevitous mute by whick he had
rewhed the valley thge Preceding evening. JU he descended

into the pla.1% the ligkt from the window of the teMple was
ag-,ýùn perceptible-1wa few minutes be'was in t1W zoomOI
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Gerald-my own Gerald,15 exclaimed Matildaý as care-
fey closinty the door after her lover, she threw herself into

his embrace-.- Alas, weak man! Like the baseless fabric of a
dream3disappeared all the lately formed resolutions of the

youth.
ccYes!Malilda.,ycurownGerald. Comewhatwillhenze-

férthý I am yours.11
A pause of some moments ensued, durîng which each felt

the beating of the otherls heart.
cc Will you swear it, Gerald VI àt length whispered Ma-

tilda.
CC I will-I do swear it.5- ý1ý Mil

There was a sudden kindling of the dark eye of the Ameri- 'ýTi; ýa,

eau, and au outswellinS of the full bust, that seemed to betoken
exultation in the power of her beauty - but this was quàckly,
repressed, and sinking on the sofa at the side of her lover,.
lier whole countenance was radiant with the e-xtraordina-ry
expression Geraldhai4 for the first time, witnessed whileshe
linpgred on the arm of Ws uncle, Colonel D'Egville.

cc Gerald," she said tenderly., cc eonftrm tha oath which is
to unite us heart and soul, in one eternal Destiýy. Swear
upon this sacred volume, thai youx hand shall avenge the
wrongs of your Matilda-of your wifé. Ha 1 your wifé.,
think of that.," she added with sudden energy.

GemId caught the book eagerly to his lips. I'%Wear
it, Matilda-he shall ê-ie.11

But scarcely had he swom., when a creeping- chW pawed
throughîhis frame. Elis féatures lost aU theïr animationy
and throw-mg away the book on which the iinpious oath had
been taken4 he turned away his face from Matil4 and sink-

ing his head upen his chest, groaned and wept bitterly, :5,
What already Gemld5, -do you repent ? Ziay.,, te1j me

not that one thm infim of purposeý cau be strong of pasùmq
You love mae noty else would the wrongs of her you lave arm
yeu vfth the fiercest spî*t of vengeance egahLt WM 'Who
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has so deeply injured her. But., if you repent> it is but to
absolve you from y"oifr-oath, and then the deed must be my
own.5>

The American spoke in tones in which reproachl expostu-
lation, and wounded affection, were artfally and touchingg-y
blended, and as she concluded. slie too dropped -her head
upon her chest and sio-hed.

Nay, Matilda., you do me wrong. It is one thing to
swerve from the guilty purpose to which your too seductive

beauty has won my soul., another to mourn as man should
inourn, the hour when virtue, honor, religion, all the nobler

principles in which my youth has been nurtured, have proved
too weak to stem the tide of guilty passion. You say 1 love

you not!l' and he laughed bitterly. What greater proof
would you require than the oath I have just taken ?11

,94 It's fulfilment.ll said Matilda, impressively.
94 It shall be fulfilled he returned quickly, ce but at leut

deny me not the privilece of cursing the hour when crime of
so atrocious a dye could be made so familiar to my soul.1-11

cc Crime is a word too indiscriminately bestowed,,-" said
Matilda, after a momentary pause. cc What the weak in

the strono- term virtue.>lmind class with crime, 0
,cc Virtue what, to spill the blood of a man who has never

injured me to Éecome a hired assassin, the price of whose
guilt is the hand of her who instiSates to the deed If this
be virtuel 1 am indeed virtuous"cc Never injWed you 111 returned the American., while she
bent her dark eyes reproachfülly upon those of the unhappy

Gerald. 44 Has he not injured me; injured beyond allpower
of reparation., her who is to be the partner of your hfe ?'-"

cc Nay., Matildaîl and Gerald again passionately caught
ana ' enfolded her to his heart, Il that image alone were suffi-

cient to moula me to your will, even although I had not
before resolved. And yet,11 he pursued', after a, short pausel

cc how base., how terrible to slay an unsuspecting'enemyq
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Would we could meet in sing-le combat-and why nbt
Yes it can-it shall be so. Fool that 1 was not to think of it

before. Matilda, my own love, rejoice with me, for there is
a means by which your honor may be avenged, and my own
soul unstained b guilt. I will- seek this ý_Man, and fasten
a quarrel upon him. What say you, Matil(fa--speak to me,
tell me that you consent." Gerald gasped with agony.

cc Never, Gerald,11 she returned, with startlinS impressive-
ness while the color, which during the warm. embrace of her

lover had returned to it once more, fled from. her cheek.
'ro challena-e him would be but to ensure your-own doom>

for few in the army of the United States equal him in the
use of the pistol or the small sword ; and, even were it other-
wise,11 she concluded, her eye kindling into a fierce ex-
pression, cc were he the veriest novice in the exercise of
bothý My vengeance would be incompleïe, did he not go
down to his crave with all his sins on his head. No. n-o.
Gerald, in the fulness of the pride of existence must he

perish. He inust not dream. of death until he féels the blow
that is aimed at his heart.11

The agitation of Matilda was profound beyond any thing
she had ever yet exhibited. Her words were uttered in

tones that betrayed a fixed,,,and unbroken purpose of the
soul, and when she had finished, she threw her face upon
the bosom. of her lover, and go-round her teeth together with
a force that showed the effect produced upon her imagina-
tion, by the very picture*of the death she had drawn.

A pause of some moments ensued. Gerald was visibly '14
disconcerted, and the arm which encircled the waist of the
revengeful woman dropped3 as if in disappointment3 at his 4i' >f1>side.

cc How strance and inconsistent are the prejudices of man.,"'
resumed Matilda, balf mournfully, half in sarcasm ; cc here is
a warrior-a spiller of huinan life by profession; his sword

has been often dyed in the heart bloop of his fellow
man,-and et ha shudders at the thoucrht of addinS one mur-
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der more to the marly already committed. What child-like
weakness !15

ce Murdér ! Matilda ; call, you it murder to overcome the
eneinies, of ôhels country in fair and honorable combat, and

i-i the field of glory?" Il

cc Càll you it what you will-disguise it under whatever
cloak you may-it is no less murder. Nay, the worst of

murders, for you but do the duty of the hirelina- slayer. In
cqld blood, and for a stipend, do yoti put an end to the fair
existence of him who ne -ver injured you in thought or deed,
and whom, under other circumstances, you would perhaps
bave taken to your heart in friendship.11

cc This is true, but the différence of the moii-e. Matilda?'
The oný approved of heaven and of man, the other alike
condemned of both.ý3

cc Approved of man., if you will; but that they have the
sanction of heaven, 1 deny. Worldly policy and social
interests alone have drawn the distinction, making the one
a crime, the other a virtue; but tell me not that an all wise
and just God sanctions or approves the slayin-g of his crea-

tures because they perish., not singly at the will of one
mn, but in thousands'and tens of thousands at the will
of another. What is there more sacred in the brawls of
Kin(ys and Potentates, that the blood they cause to be shed
in torrents for some paltry breach of etiquette, should sit
more lightly on their souls than the few solitary drops, spilt
by the hand of -revena-e. on that of him whbse eidstence is
w ithinS under a sense of acutest in'

ri a 
jury.6-

The energy with which she expressed herself, communi-
cated a corresponding excitement to the whole manner and

person. of Matilda. Her eye sparkléd and dilated,, and the
visible heàvinS of her bosom told how strongly her owa
feelings entered into the -principles, she had advocated..

Never did her personal beauty shine forth more triumphantly
or seducingly than -at the moment when her lips were * i
Utteraiice to sentiments from which the heart recoileda
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<9 Oh Matilda,11 sighed Gerald, cc with what subtlety of
argument do you seek to familiarize my soul with crime.
But the attempt is vain. AIthouoh my hand îs pledged to,

do-your will, my heart must ever moum ils guilt.11
Foolish Gerald," said Matilda; ccwhy should that seem

guilt to you, a man, whic to me, a woman, is but justice
but that unlike me you have never entered into the calm.
consideration of the subject. Yes,11she pursued with greatel-
energy, cc what you call subtlety of argument is but force of
Wnviction. For two long years have I dwelt upon the deed,

reasoninrr and éoinparing, until at length each latent preju-
dice has been expelled, and to avenge my harrowino- wrongos

appeared a duty as distinctly marked as any one contained
in the decaloo-ne. You saw me once, Gerald, when my

hand shrank not from. what you term the assassinIs blow, and
had you not iýterfér.-_d then, tbe deed would not now remain
tobe accomplisbed-Il

44 Oh why did 1 interfère ? why did my èvil Genius con-
duct me to such a scene. Then had I lived at least in iano-
rance of the féarful act.5>

cc Nay, Gerald, let it rather be matter of exultation with
you that you did. Prejudiced-as you are, this hand (and

she extended an arm so exquisitely formed that one would
scarce even have submitted it to the winds of Heaven'

might not seem hàlf so fair, had it once been dyed in human
blood. Besides who so proper to avenge a womanIs, wrongs

upon her destro er, as the lover and the husband to whom
she has plighted her faith for ever ? No, no, it is much better
as it is and fate seems to have decreed that it should be so,
else why the interruption by yourself on that memorable oc-

casioNand why, after all your pains to avoid me, this our
final *ion, at a moment when the w^retch is about to return
to his hative home5 inflated with pride and little dreaming of
the fate that awaits him-Sure1yý Gel-àd5 you will admit

there is something nýore than mere chance in this
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cc About to return repeated. Grantham shuddering.
cl When., Matilda?"

cc Within a week at the latest-perhaps within three days.
Some unimportant advantage which he has gained on the,

frontierhas been magnified by his generous fellow citizens
into a deed of heroism, and, from information conveyed to me,
by a trusty and confidential. servanýý I find he has obtained
leave of absence, to attend a publie entertainment to, be given

in Frankfort, on which occasion a magmificent sword,
is to be presented to him. Never, Gerald,15 continued Matilda
her voice dropping into a whisperwhile a ghastly smile passed
over and convulsed her lips, cc never shall he live to draw that

sword. The nigght of his triumph is that which I have fixed
for mine."

cc An unimportant advantage upoâ the frontierII asked
Gerald eagerly and bieathlessly. cc To what frontier, Ma-

tilda, do you allude ? fb
cc The Nia,&,,ara,'-' was the reply.
4G Are you quite sure of this VI
cc So sure that I have lono- known he was there 55 returned

Matilda.
Gerald breathed more freely-but again he questioned:

ccMatilda, when first I saw you last night, you were gazinS
intently upon yon portrait, (he pointed to that part of the

temple where the picture huno- suspended,.) and it struck me
that I had an indistinct recollection of the feat-ures.31

cc Nothing more probable,13 returned, the American, an-
swering his searching look with one of equal firmness. You

cannot altocether have forcrotten Major Montgomerie.11
Cc Nay, the face struck me not as his, May I look at itII
cc Assuredly. Satisfy yourselLII

Gerala quitted the sofa., took up the light, ana traversing
the room raised the gauze curtain that covered the painting.
It was indeed the portrait of the aeceased Majorý habited in

faU unifonn .
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tc Ilow strano-e.1-1 he mused, ce that so vague an impression
should have been conveyed to my mind last night, when
now I recal without difficulty those well remembered féa-
tures.11 Gerald sighed as he recollected under what différent

circumstances he had first beheld that face., and dropping the
curtain once more, crossed the room, and flun& himself at the
side of Matilda.
cc For whom. did you. takè it, if not for Major Montgome-

rie ?'-' asked the Amerîcan after a pause, and ag-ain her full
dark eye was bent on his.

cc Nay I scarcely know myself,, yet 1 had thought it had
been the portrait of him 1 have sworn to destroy* 13

There was a -sudde' change of expression in the counte-
nance of Matilda, but it speedily passed away, and she said
with a faint smile.

99 Whethër is 'it more natural to find pleasure in gazing on
the féatures of those who have loved, or those who have in-
jured us VI

cc Then whose was the miniature on which, you so intent-
ly gazed, on that eventfül night at Detroit?'-' asked Gerald.

èC Thàt said Matilda quickly, and paling as she spoke-
ci that was his-I gazed on it only the more strongly to detest'
the original-to- confirm, the determination I had formed to
destriy him.'-'
99 If thenII returned the yotLth, ccwhy not now-may 1 not

see that portrait Matilda ? May 1 not acquire some knowledge
of the unhappy man whose blood will, so shortly stain my
soul ?53

Impossible.," she replied. ce The mullature 1 bave
since destroyed. While 1 thought the original within reach

of my revenge, 1 could bear to, gaze upon it, but no sooner
bad 1 been disappointed in my aim., than it became loath-
some to, me as the sight of some venemous reptile., and 17
destroyed if." This was said with und*s&u*sed bitterness.

Gerald sighed deeply. Again ha encireled the waist of
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bis companion, and one of her fair, soft, velvet hands was
pressed in bis. 1

cc Matilda," he observed, cedeep indeed mueât be the wronc-
that c-ould prompt the heait of womau to so terrible ahatred.

When we last parted you a-ave me but an indistinct and ge-
neral outline of the injury you had sustained. Tell me now
all-tell me every thingII he continued with énergy,
cc that can infuse a portion, of the batred which fills your soul
into mine,, that my hand may be firmer-my heart more bar-
dened to the deed.

4G The slory of my wronp, must be told in a few words,
for I cannot bear to lýnger on them.," commenced the Ameri-
can., acrain tuming deadly pale, while her quivering lips and

trembling voice betrayed the excitement ' of her -feelings.
The monster was the ichoice of my heart-judge how much

so when I tell you that, confiding in Ais honor., -and in the as-
surance that our union would take place imme'diately,

surrendered to him mine. A constant Lvisitor at Major
Montgomerie%, whose brother ofâcer he was, we had
ample opportunities. of being too-ether. We were lo-oked
upon in Society as affianced lovers. and lin- fact it was thý-
wamnest wish of Major Montgomerie that we should be
united., A day had even been fixed for the purpose.,, and it

wanted, but eiglitand, forty hours of the time, when an occur-
rence took place which blasted all prespecI of aur union for
ever.

cc I have already told you, I thinkyll resumed Matilda,
cc that this little temple had been exclusively erected for my

own use. Here however. my fals lover had constant in-
Crress and. beinge furnished with a key,, was in the habit
of introduciný,& hiniself - at hoursi when,, having taken
le&vè of the family for the evening,, he was supposed by
Major MoÙtSome*e and the servants t6 have retired to Iii>-

own Éome. On the occasion ta which I have just. alludede
1 had understood frora hînjý sa ka coimeted with

170
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Our approachincr marriagge, would detain him in the town to an
hour too, advanced to admit of his payinS me his usual visif.

Judge my surprise., and indeed my consternationý when at a
late hour of the night 1 heard the lock of the dooryfrom which 'I had removed my own key) turn, aý& my lover appear at the
entrance.

There was a short pause, and Mâtilda again proceeded.
cc Scarcely had he shown himself when he had again v a-
nished, closing the dooi with starthnS violericeý, 1 sprâng

from. the S-G-ta and flew forth after him, but in vain. He had
alre-ady departed, and with a heart sinkin under an insur-

mountable dread of cominS evil 1 once more entered the
temple, and throwinS myself upon the sofa, gave vent to
My feelings in an agony of tears.71

44 But why his departure, and whence your consternation?"
askèd Gerald, whose curioéty h-ad. be-en deeply excîtee.

cc I was not alonell' resumed Matilda, in a deep and
solemn voice. cc When he entered 1 w'as han&iýS on the

neck of another. N
Gerald gave a half start ýof dismay, his arm dropped from

the wàïs"ô --the American, andle breathed 'heavily and
quickly.

Matilda, remarked,. the movement, and a sickly and half
scornfut smile passed over her pale féatures. G4 Before

we last parted, Gerald, 1 told you, noûonly that I was in no
way conneêted with Major Montgomerie by blood, but -that
1 was the child of obscure parents."

cc Mat then
cc The man on whose neck I hung was my own father."
cc It was Desborough!" said the youth, with an air and in

a voice of extreme anguish.
It ww," returned Matilda, her face -crimsoninc as sh e

reluctantly acknowledged the parentale. cc But how knew
you it ?e>

Zî
cc Behold the proof,11 exclaimed Gerald5 with uncontrolla,

ble bittemessý as he diew ftom his bosom the portrait of a

tq
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child which, from its striking resemblance, could be taken
for no otheîthan her to whom he now presented iL'-'
1 le This is indeed mine,-" said Matilda, moumfully. It
was taken for meý as 1 have since uridersfood, in the very year
when I was laid an orphan and a stranger at the door ohhat

trood- man, who calling himself my uncle, has been to me
throucrh life a more than father. Thank God she pursued
with crreater animation, her large dark eyes upturned, and

sparkling through the tears that forced themselves upwards,
19 thank God he at least lives not to suffer through the acts of

-,his a4ted child. Where got yýu this, Gerald VI she pro-
ceeded, when after a short struggle she had suceeded in

ývercoming her emotion.
Gerald, who in his narrative of events, had purposely omit-

ted all mention of Desboroucrh,- now detailed the occurrence
at the hut, and concluded what the reader already knows,

by -statinS that he had observed and severed fr6m the settler,
as he slépt heavily on the floor, the portrait in qestion,
which, added to the previous declaration of Matilda as to the

obscurity of her 6irth, connected with other circumstances
on board his gun boat, on his trip to Buffalo,, had left an im-
pression little short of certainty that he was4nde-ed the father
of the woman whom he so wildljr loved.1-1

For some minutes after this ,explanation there 'was a pain-
ful silence, which. neither seemed anxious to interrupt-at
length Gerald asked. 41

cc But what had a circumstance, so capable of explanation,
to do with the breaking off of your engag

gement, Matilda',, or,
did he, more proud-perhaps L should say less debased-than

myself, shrink from. uniting his fate with the daugghter of -a
iriurderer

TrueII sai'd Matildà, musingly you have said, I
think, that he - slew your father. This thirst for revenge
then would seem, hereditary. That is the only, because it is

the noblest, inheritance 1 would owe to suèh a-béing.11
cl But your affair with your lover,, Matilda-how terminated
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that VI demanded Gerald- with increasing paleness, and in a
falferinS tone.

In his faIsehood and my disgrace. Early the next morn-
inS I sent to him, and bade him see, me in the temple at

theusualhour. He came.., but it was only-to blastmyhopes---.
to, disappoint the passion of the woman who doated up6n,

him. He accused me of a vile intercouràe vith a slave, and
almost maddened me with ignoble repro-aches. It was in

vain that 1 swore to'him most sokmnly,,tbe man he had seen
was my father; a beina- -ývhom motives of prudence compélled

me to, receive in private, even althoÙgh my heart a-bhorre4
and loathed the relationship between us. He teated My--,

explanation with deridi-no- contempt, bidding- me either pro-
duce that, father within twen-ty-four hours,, or find some

easier fool to persuade--lhat one, wearin7g thé hue and féa-
tures of the blac]Î could,'by human possibility, be the parcnt
of a white waman. Again I explained the seemina- incon-
gruity, by urging that the hasty and imperfect view he had

taken was of a mask, imitating the features of a negro, -which
my father Êad brought with him. as a disSuise., and which

he had hastily tesumed on hearinS the noise of the key in
the door., 1 even admitted, as an excuse for seein& him
thas clalideftinely, ihe lowly origin of my, father, and the
base pecu'patidn he followed of a treacherous spy who, resi-
ding in -the Canadas came, for the mere consideration of ý,ýd,

Jk

to sélI political information to the enemies ofthe, country
that gave him àsyl-Rm. and protection. 1 added thai his visit

to mewas to e-xtort money, der a threat of publishing ou-r
consanguinity, and thaf dread of his (m' 1ý,oýyer's) partiality

beincr decreased by -the disclosure, had induced me to throw

MY arms, 'in the -earnestness of entreaty upon higneck,
and ùnplore his -secrecy ; promisýînS toiewaTd him enerousl

forhis silence. I moreoveruro-ed him if he still doubted,
te make* inquiry of Major- Montgomerie, and ascertain fro'
him -Whether I was net indeed the niece of his adoption, and

-not of bis b1wd. Fin-ally I humbled my-self in the dust and, like
P&
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fawnino, reptile5 clasped his knees in my arms, entreating
mercy and justice. But no," and the voice of Matilda

grew deeper., and her forni became more erect ; el neither
mercy nor justice dwelt in that hard heart, and lie spurned

me rudely from him. Nothina- short of the production of
him he persisted in calling my vile paramour, would satisfy

him ; but my ignoble parent had recei ved from. me the reward
of his secrecy, and he had departed once more to, the Canadas.
knd thus.,-"'-pursued Matilda, her voice trembling with emo-
tio% ce was, 1 made the victim. of tke most diabolical suspicion

that ever haunted the breast of ma&"
Gerald was greatly affected. His passion for Malilda

seemed to increase in proportion with his sympathy for her
wronS,,s,, and he claspe& her energetically to his heart.

lec Findino- him resolute in attachinir to, me the debasinc,
imputation," pursued the American, it suddenly flashed

upon my mind, that this was but a pretext to free himself
from. his engagemeutý and that h'ýe was glad to accomplish his

ob ect through the first means that offered. Oh,, Gerald, 1
cannot paint the extraordinary change that came over my
feelings at this thougrht ; much less give, you an idea of the

rapiaity witb: which, that change was effected. One moment
before - and althoug

gh, degraded and unjustly accused, 1 had
loved him with aU the ardour of which a woman5s heart is

,, loathed, d te
capable: now 1 hatei e sted hin ; and had
he sunk at my feet, I'Would bave spurned him -from, me

with indi ation and scorn. I could not but be consciouws$ gu
that the very act of hàvin& y>lded myself up to him..., had

amed my lover with the power to accuse me of infidelity., and
-the more 1 linSered on the want of generosity such a sùspi-
cion implied, the more rooted beéame my dislike., the more

profound my contempt for_ him., wbo, could thus repay; so
great a pronf of confidingness and affection.'3

,14 It was even while 1 lay grovelling at his feet.5ý punued
Matilda, after a momentary pause, dufing -which she evinced

iatense %4tation., c6that this sudden changSe (excited by " 1
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41-1most unheard of injustice) came over my mind-I rose and
stood before him ; then asked, in a voice in which no evidence
of passion could be traced, what excuse he meant to make to

Mýjor Monta-omerie, for having thusbroken off his engage-
ment. He started at my sudden calmness of manner, but

said that he thoucht it might be as well for my sake to name
what I had already stated to him, in regard to the obscurity

of m birth, as a plea for bis secedinS from the connexion.
I told him thatunder all the circumstances' I thought this
most advisable5 and then pointino- to the dodr, bade him be- M,

gone, and never under any pfetext whatever again to insult
me with bis presence. When he had departed, I burst into
a paroxysm of tears, but they were tears shed not for the
loss of him I now despised, but of wild sorrow at my umerited

degradation. That conffict over, the weakne" had fur ever
passed awayl and never since that hour, bas tear descended
cheek of mine., associated with the recollection of the villain

who -had thus dared to, trifle with a heart, the full extent of
whose pasýions he bas yet to learn.11

There was a trembling of the whole person of Matilda,
which told how much her féelinSs had been excited by the

recollection of what she narrated, and Gerald, as he gazed on
her beautiful for% could not but wonder at the apathy of the
man who could thus have heartlessly thrown if from him for
ever.

cc Had the injury terminatèd here,'-' resumed Matilda,
c4bitter as my humiliation tvasý my growincr dislike for hirn who 31,

had so ungenerousI inflicted it., migght have enabled me to
endure it. But, not satisfied with destroyinS the happiness
of her who had sacrificed all for bis sake, my perfidious lover
had yçt a blow in reserve for me, compared with which his
antecedent -conduct was mercy. Gerald,11 she continued,
as she pressed bis arm with a convulsive grasp, cc will you
believe that the 'Monster had the infamy to confide to, one of
his most intimate associates, that bis rupture with me was
occasioned by his having discavered me in ýthe ar= of

Ck
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a slave--of one of those vile heiràýs communion with whom my
seul in any sense abhoired ?-:ý Hmv shall 1 describe the
terrible féelincr that came over Êiy. insulted heart at that me-
ment. But no, no-description ýwere i'possible. This as-so-

ciate-this friend of his-dared,*.,()n the very strength of this
infamous imputationý te pollute Iy ear with his disfflpect-

ful passion, and when, in a transp&rt of contempt and anger,
,ýpgýped him from me, he taunted'. me with that whi-eh I

beheved confl7iè-&-te..the breast, as-ý.it had been enalendered
only in the suspicion, of My-iyetra r'ý Oh ! if it be dreadful
te be falsely accused by those whem'*e.hav-e loved in inti-
Inacy, how much more se it to know thut'they have net bad
even the common humanity te conceal qûr supposed weak-
ness from the world. From that momentr eîVena-e took posses-
sien of my soul, and 1 swore that my destfoyer should perish
by the band of her whose innocence and whose peace he had
blasted for ever-11

G,ç Shortly after this eventII resumed. atilda,, c4 my base
lover was oîdered te join his Regiment then stationed at De-
troit. A year passed away, -and durino- that period., my mind
pondered unceasingly on the mean-s of accomplishinc my
purpose of revenge; and se completely did I devote myself to
a cool and unprejudiced examination, oÉthe subjec4 that-what
the vulgar crowd term, guI14 apeared te me plain virtite. On
the war breaking out, Major Montgomerie was also ordered
to join the Regiment at Dètroit, and thither I entreated
hime te suffer me te accompany him. He consented, for

noibing of the causes which had tu-knowino rned my love inio
gall«j he thcught -it net improbable Ihat a meeting- with my

late lover might -be produotive of a removal of his prejudices,
-and cur con.3equent reunion. Little did. he dream that it was
with z view tx) pluncre a dagger into my destroyerls false
beart, that I evinced se much eagerness te undertake so longe
and se disagreaffile a journey.'l'
Irc Little ný6re remains te be added," pursued Matildae as

she :fixed her dark eyes with asoftened expression on tbose of

176
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Gerald, 94 since, with the occurrences at Detroit you are
already sufficiently acquainted. Yet there is one point upen

which I would explain myself. When 1 first became your
prisonere my mind had been worked up to the higg-hest pitch

of determination, and in my captor I at first beheld but an
evil Genius wh-o had interposed himself between me and my

just revencel wheii on the very eve of its consummation.
Hence mv pettilance and impatience while in the -presence

oý your noble General-Il
cc And whence that look Matilda, that peculiar glance,

which you bestowed upon me even within the same hour M
Because in your frank and ýéarless mien I saw that manly

honor and fidelity, the want of which had undone me; besides
it flashed across my mind that darincr, such as 1 have wit-

nessed yours in the capture of our boat, might, if enlisted
'in my behalf, securely accomplish my revenge.

cc Thèn, if sol why the qold, the mortifyin(y reserve you
manifested- when we met at dinner at my-uncle's table VI

ý. cc Because I had also recollected that> degraded as 1 was,
I oua-ht not to seek the love of an honorable man3 and that to

win you to my interest would be of no avail, as, separated by
the national quarrel, you could note by possibility, be near to
aid me in my plans."

GGThen," said Gerald reproachfully5 clit was merely to make
me an instrument of vengeance that you sought me. Unkind
Matilda Pe

ceNay, Geralà,-re colle et, that then I had not learnt to
know you as I do. nQw=l will not deny that when first I saw

you, a secret instinct told me you were one whom 1 would
have deeply loved had 1 never loved before ; but betrayefl
-and disappointed as I had been, I looked upon all men with
a species of loathings--my kind5 good, excellente more thân
father, excepted-and yet, Gerald, tbere were moments
when I wished even him dead.11 (Gerald started)-11 yes !

dead-because I knew the anguish that would crush his heart
if he should ever learn that the false brand- of the as-
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sassirr had been affixed- to the bitw of his adopted child.,"
Matilda sighed profoundly, and then resumed. 41 Later how-

ever., when the absence of its object had in some degree
abated the keenness of my thirst for revenge, and when more

frequent intercourse had rrjade me acquaimted with the gene-
tous qualities of your mind, I loved you Gerald, although 1
would not avo-w it, with a fervor 1 had,:uàever believed myself
a second time capable of entertainin..11

Again the countenance of Matilda was radiant with the
e-.ý-pression just alluded to by her lover. Gérald gazed at her

as thouggh his veTy being hung upon the eb'tinuance of that
fascinatina- influen-ce, and again he clasped her to his heart

,çc Matilda! oh my own betrothed Matilda 111 he murmurZ
clYes your own betrothed.11""repeated the American higghly

excited, the wife of your affection and your choice., who
bas been held up to calumny and scorn. Think of that, Ge-
rald; she on whose fond bosom y ; ou are to repose yeur achiýg
head, she who glories in her beauty only because it is beauty
in your eyes, has been, betrayed, accused of a vile passion
for a slave ; yet he-the fiend who has done this grievous

wrong-he who has stamped your wife with ignominy,, and
even publÏshed her shame till lives. Within a week.,11 she
resumed, in a voice hoarse from exertion. cc Yes, within a

week, Gera-Id, he will, be here-peThaps to deride and contemn
you for the choice you have made.ll

14 Within a week hè dies,'l cc exclaimed the youth.
,ccMatilda'. come what will, he dies. Life is death without you,

and w-ith you ev-en crime may sit .1ightly on my soul But
we will fly far from the habitations of man. The forest shall
be oui home, and when the past recurs to me you shall smile
upon me with that smile--Iook upon me with that look., and
1 will for&et it all. Yes 'Il he pursued, with a fierce excite-
iùent snatching up the hély book- and again carrying it to his
lips--l' once more I repeat my oath. He who has thus

wronSed you, my ow Matil4a> dies-dies by the hand of
Gerald Granthara-of your àffianced husbandell
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There was another longýemhrace, after which, the plan of
operations was distinctly eàplained and decided upon. They

thela separated for the iilo-ht-the infatuated Gerald with a load
of guilt at, bis heart, no effort of bis reason could remove

retuming by the route he had followed on the preceding-
evenincr to his residence in the town.

mal

.le

4
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CHAPTER XIII.

LICAVING the lost Gerald for a tirne to all the horrors of his
position, in which it would be difficult to say whether

remorse or passion (each intensest of its kind) predominated,
let us retum to, the scene where we first introduced him to

the reader, and take a review of the Military events passing

in that quarter.

After the deféat of the British columns at Sandusky, so,

far frorn any renewed attempt being made to interru t thep
enerny in his strong holds, it became a question whether the

osition on the Michicran frontier could be much loncer
preserved. To the perseverance and promptitude of the

Americans, in bringing new armies into the field, we have
already had occasion to allude ; but there was another

quarter in which their strength had insensibl catheredy
Until'it eventually assurned an aspect that carried ap-

prehension Ito every heart. Since the loss of their flo-
tilla at Detroit3 in the preceding year, the Arnericans had

commenced with vigour to equip one at Buffalo, which,

in number and weight of ihetal., was intended to surpass

t he naval force on Lake Erie ; and so silently and eau-

tiously had they accomplished this task, that it was
scarcely known at Amherstburg that a squadron was in the

course of preparation, when that squadron (to which had

been added the schooner captured from Gerald Grantham the
precedihà autumn) suddenly appeared off the harbour,, defy-

ing their enemies to the combat. 13ut the English vesseIs
were in no condition to cope with so powerfal an enemy.,

and althouggh many a gallant spirit burned to be led against
thm who so evidently taunted them, the saféty of the
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Garrisons depended too much on the issue, for that issue to be
lightl ' y tempted.

But misfortune was now beginnin& to overcast the hitherto
fair prospects of the British arms in the Western District of
the Canadas and what the taunts of an enemy., triumphing
in the consciousness of a superior numerical force,, could not

eflýet, an imperative and miserably provided for necessity
eventually compelled. Maintaining as we did a large body of

wild and reékless warriors together with their families, it
may be naturally supposed the excesses of these people were
not few; but it would have required one to have seen., to

have believed, the prodigal waste of which they were often
guilty. Acknowledgino- no other law than their own will.
following no other 'Une of conduct than that suggested by
their own caprice, they had as little respect for the property

of the Canadian inhabitant as they would have entertained
for that of the American enemy. And hence it resulted,

that ' if an Indian preferred a piece of fresh, to the salted
meat daily issaed from the Commissariat., nothing was more

common than for him to, kill the first head of cattle he found
grazinS on the skirt of the forest; secure the small portion he
wanted; and leave the remainder to serve as carrion to the

birds of prey of the country. Nayý to such an extent was
this wanton spoliation carriede that instances have repeat-
edly occurred wherein cattle have been slain and left to
putrify in the sun., merely because a waffior found it the
most convenient mode by whieh to possess himself of a
powder hom. AU this was done openly-in the broad face

of day, andin the full cognizance of the authorities ; yet
was there no provision made to meet the diMculties so guilty
a waste was certain eventually to entail. At len gth the

effect beg-an to make itself apparent5 and it was shortly after
the first appearance of the American Reet that the scarcity
,of food began to be so severely felt as to compel the EnSlish

squadro% at all hazards> to leave the port in search of sup-
plies.
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At this period3 the vessel d-escribed in the commencement
of our story, as having engaged ýo much of the interest and
attention of all paities, had jii*t been launched and riSged.

Properly armed she was ngt, fer there were no guns of the des
cription used on ship bârd wherewith to arm her ; but now
that the occasion became imperative, all ni-cety was disre-
garded l'a the equipment ; and guns that lately bristled from
the ramparts of the fort were soon to be seen protruding their

lioncr and unequal necks from the poris. She was a gallant
ship., notwithstanding the inco OTM'ty of her armament, and

.î had her brave crev possesse but the experience of those
who are nursed on the salt waves of ocean, might have

1ý1_ 1 fbught a more fortunate fight (a better or a braver was impos-

-ie 1 ee, sible) than she did. But in the whole of the English fleet
there could not be counted three score able or experienced

seamen ; the remainder were children of the Canadian Lakes,
warin with the desire to distina-uish themselves in the eyes

of their more veteran European companions, but without
the knowledae to make their enthus'asm sufficiently avail-
able. The Americans5 en the contrary, were aU sons of the
ocean.

It was a glorious day in September, the beautifal Septem-
ber of Canada, wh'n the gallant Commodore Barclay sailed

with his fleet, ostensibly in fulfilinent on the missibn for which
it was dispatched5 but in realityunder the firm. expectation of

ýî being provokecl to action by his stroncrer and better disci-,-1 à
plined ýenemy- To say that he would have ýought that

enemy, under the disadvantaSes beneath which he knew
himself to labor, woul4 be to say that which would rellect
little credit on his judgment; but, althoù,,,Sh not in a con-
dition to hold forth the flac of deflance,'where there was
an infériority in all but the skill of the leader and the per-
sonal courage of the men.., he was-not one to shun the battle
that should be forced upon him. Still to him it was an

anxious moment3 because the fame of -other days hunS upon
an issue over which no efforts of his own could hold mastery,
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and as he cazed at his armless sleeve, he sio-hed for the pre-
sence of those whose acency had coupled the recollection of

past victory with that mutilated proof of honorable conduct.
Ile knew, moreover, the magnitude of the stake for which
he was thus compelled to play, and that deféat to him would

be the loss of the-w-hole of the Western District. While the
British ascendancy could be maintained on the Lake, there
was little fear, lined as the forests were with Indian warriors,

that the"ý Americans would push any considerable force
beyond the boundaries they had assigned themselves at

Sandusky and on the Miami; but a victory once obtained
by their fleet, there could be nothincr to oppose the passa,&--

of their army in vessels and boats across the Lake.
Such were the thoughts that filled the mind of the

Commodore (in common with all who calmly reasoned on
the subject) as he crossed the bar that separated him from his.
eilemy ; but neither in look, nor word, nor deed, was there

aucht to reveal what was passing in the inward man; and
when later the hostile fleet was signalized as beezing down

upon them, he gave his orders to prepare for-aeU*on, in the
animated voice of one who finds certain victýÏy within his

reach, and exultingly hastens to secure it.
The events of that day the page of History has already.

recorded in terms alike flatterinc to the ýqfflueror and the
conquered. Let it suffice that the Imericalis triumphed.

What the issue would have been, independently of all the
disadvantages under which the Engalish Commodore labored,
had the latter not been borne severely wounded to his 1dabin
early in the actione it is -impossib'., to say ; but as the final

deféat was owincr to his two principal vessels getting foul of
each other, without beinS able to extricateý themselves5 it is

not unfair to#presume that his presence on deck would have
done much to remedy the confusion produced by the acci-

dent.
One incident only connected with this action, and in which

two individuals wit.1% whom our readers have made partial
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acJùaintanceý were the principal performers, we will- venture
to relate. It wili be recollected that at the dinner table at
Colonel D'ESville's on the da of the capture of Major

Montgomerie, and his party, among the guests were the
chiefs Split-log and Walk-in-the-Water the former distin-
guished by a hu I'e bulbous excrescence miscalled a nose, and
exquisitely slit ears that dangled gracefully upon his shoul-

ders, at every movement of his Memnon-like head: the
latter by his striking resemblance to the puritans of the days of
the Commonwealth. Now it sohappened that Messieurs Split-
log and Walk-in-the-n-ater were filled with an unconquerable
de-sire to distinguish themselves at sea,, as they had often
done on terra firma,, and they accordingly ered their

7 Z I services in the forth-comina- straggle. We hope we shall not be
considered. as detracting in the slightest degree from the
courage of these chiefs, when we state that the position
chosen by them on board th e Comm odore Is ship, was one where
they apprehended the least danger to themselves-namely in
the tops; for although an Indian will scorn to shrink from a
rifle bullet or tomahawk, it by no means enters into his code
of bravery that he is to submit himself to the terrible ordeal
of being battered to a jelly by a huge globe of solid iron. Witli
an alertness not common to the habits and corpulence of these
celebraied chiefs, and fully calculating on'exemption from,

ý.4 dan&er while they plied their rifles successfull themselvesWg 'e'ý y
they ascended to the main top long before the action com-

menced. But they had counted withont théir host, for no
sooner did the enemy begin to, suffer from their fire, and-per-

ÎÏ. ceive the quarter whence it came, when a swivel gun,
loaded with grape, waÈ brougght to bear upon the point where

they lay concealed. They had provided. themselves with a
breast work aSainst small artns, but no bireast work could re-
sist the shoiver of iron hail that was directéd towards them
and in proportion as the splinters and shot flew about their
ears, so did their desire to distinguish themselves oze forth
from the palms of Messrs. Splît-log and Walk-in-the-Water
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in so much so indeed that, without waiting ùo desdend the Y-
riSo-ing in the usual manner, each aba-ndonin his rifle, slid,

down by the first rope on which he could lay his hands ; nor
stayed his course until he found himself squatted, out of all
reach of dancrer in the lowest hold, and withiýi the huge

coils of a cable where already lay ensconced a black bear,
the pet of one of the sailors. In this comfortable hiding
place were Messrs Split-loa- and Walk-in-the-Water found,
-,vhen at the close of the action they became,, in common.

-vvith those with whose fortunes they had identified them-
selves, prisoners of the Americans.

The action betweer the adverse fleets had been witnessed
by many of the inhabitants of Amherstburg, and by the offi-

cers % ýf the Garrison who5 at the first sounds of conflict, had
ridden alona- the bank-s of the lake to, be as near spectatois
of the event as the distance of the combatants, and the thick
smoke in which they speedily became enveloped, would

allow. High in hope, and strong in the reliance they placed
upon the skill and experience of the English Commodore,

each had looked forward with confidence to the overthrow of
the enemy, even with the limited means andunequal resour-
ces placed at his disposal. Great therefore was the disap-

pointment of all, when after the firin(r. which, raamed for 9ý
hours without intermission> had finally ceased, they féuùýI

the English squadron lay a mere wreck upon the waters, and
in the very act of being -towed by their more fortunate

enemies into the harbour they had but recently quitted to
ene-a&e them. But on none did the disappeintment of that

-hour sit more heavily than on Tecumseh. He had'watched 311
litthe whole conflict with au anxious eye and a swelling heart,

for he well knew what important results to, himself ana
kindred huna- upon the issue ; but filled with enthusiastic ad-
miration as he was of the Naval Captain, he had believed

that personal, devotedness and heroism. alone were sufficient
to, compensate for the absenc'e of advantages he had heard
uamed., without fülly compreliendine- either their im ort orP
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their influence upon the chances of victory. The event
painfully undeceived him, and although his generous heart

warmed with the same love fer him whose valourý profitless
even though it proved, was sufficiently attested by the shat-
tered condition of almost every vessel of his little Squadro%
he read in the downfall of him in whose aid he had so much
confided, the annihilation of the English p(wer in that re-

mote region of the Canadas, and the consequent destruction
of all his hopes of retrieving his race from the hated thral-
dom of American tyranny.and American usurpation. Such

was the first feeling of that noble Warrior, but his was not a
soul to despoud under the infliction of even a worse trial

than that just recorded., and in proportion as the danger and
difIiculIýýincreased, so rose his energy and his desire to, sur-
mount7-them.

The result of the unlucky contest was, as had been anti-
cipated, to open a free passage across the lake to the Ameri-

can armies,'whose advance by land had been so repeatedly
d effectually checked on former occasions as to leave them

little inclination for a renewal of an attempt in that _qýiar-
ter. Now however that they could forward a fleet of b6ats,
under cover of the guns of their Squadron, to the very aut-

works of Amherstburg, the difliculty was at once remo'yed;
and an overwhelming army of not less than ten thousand
men., were speedily assembled near Sandusky., with a view
to the final invasion of Araherst-burg and consequent recap-
ture of Detroit.

Under these disheartening circnSstances-the want of pro-
_visions being daily more and more felt by the troops andin-
kabitants--it became necessary to hold a council of war, to,
cletermine upon the course that should be pursued. Accord-
ingly the whole of the chiefs and officers of the Garrison
met in the hall already described in the beginning of our
narrative, when it was proposed by General Proctor., at the
conclusion of a speech in which. the increasing- difficulties
and privations of the garrison were emphatically enumerate4
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that the fortifications should be razed tQ the ground, the dock
yards and other publie works destroyçd,,,and the allied forces
of Encrlish and Indians make the best of their way by land
to join the centre division of the army on the Niagara fron-
tier.
The indignation of Tecumseh, at what he conceived to

be a base and cowardly abandonment of a position which
stout hearts and willinS hands migbt yet make available0 -
acrainst any force the enemy should push forward for its re-0
ductioîý, was excessive and appropriately expressed. Filled
with esteem as he was for the character and courage of Ge-

neral Brocký while a no less sincere admiration of the g-al-
lant, but unfortunate Commodore Barclay' animated his noble

and generous heart, he could ill disguise his contempt for the
successor of the former. Little familiarized as he was with
the habits of European warfare, it could not escape the pe-
netrating observation of such a mind, that the man who now

proposed givinS up his comMand without a, struggle in lits
defence, was the same who, at French town, had sufféred his
troops to be --c;ut to pieces, through mere nervousness to attack
with the býyonet-; and whe, later at Sandusky, had through

grossest n9glect and ignorance..not only lost the means of se-
curing a tertain victory, but occasioned the most shameful

waste oi human life ; neither ha.4> it * escaped his observation
that on,,ý.àlrp«t every occasion wherein the hostile armies were

broug4t in contact, he who called himself a leader was in-
variýbly a follower) and a follower at a most respectfül dis-'t Jir
tan e--ýa mode of headinS an army, so differin from Tecum-

ý.I a 9
seYs own view of the duties of a great chief-J that he could

not understand by what perversion ol the judgment of hi&
really brave féllows, wlio were erroneously called his fol-
lowersq he had been'èùfèred to continÙe in his command so

Under this impression of feeling towards the General, it
may readily be supposed that Tecumseh was not; sparing of

bis censure on the mode of proceeding which had been
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suSzested b that officer-nay, he even carried his contempt
and indignation so, far, as to term hinri the cowa:rd he believed
him, to be ; and had this merit, that he told, in plain and un-

varnished lanSuýaSe, what many of the Eno-lish officers most
religiously believed also, àlthouogh their tongues dared not
of course crive utterance to the thought. He threw additional
force into his spirited and exciting ýpeech, by institating a

comparison between him to whorn he addressed himself, and
the gallant but unfortunate officer whose deféat had driven
them, to the necessity of debatinS the unworthy question of

fligght-a comparison which tended but to show how high the
one had been raised., how low the other had been sunk, in the
estimation of the truly brave; and coné luded by ivid ex-
pression of his determination to remain with s warrior's and

maintain the contest alone.
The animated delivery of the Warrior had communicated

to, the lesser chiefs an enthusiasm of approbation that carried
them wholly beyond the bounds of the quiet and grave

demeanor so usually distinguishing their deliberative as-
semblies and like the wild outburst of a fitful, storm, rose

the clamorous yells that tola how responsively the beart of
each excited chief beat to, that of his great leader. There

was a moment during that wild and tumultuous expression
of the common féelin.e: when the British oflicers looked as
if they expected some more serious results of the Genera»Ps
proposition'than the mere utterance of týe dissatisfaction it

had created. But the apprehension soon passed away, for a
sudden and commanding moyement of the proud Tecumseh
stayed the tempest his own powerful eloquence had raised,
-and the quiet and order of the scene were restoired., urith
a promptitude not inférior to that with which it had been
intermpted.

The result of the proceedings of the day, was a com-
promise ý of the views of the - two parties ; and it was de.
cided.'that although tJàe defences of Amherstburg and Detroit
should be destroyed, and those forts evacuated, a finalýstand
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should be made near the Moravian village, on the banks of
the narrow river Thames.'on the line of communication with
the Niagara frontier. If the oFportunity permitted, and the

Americans suffered them to, remain unmolested, fortifications
were to be constructed on this spot, and a rallying point for

the nu-Merous tribes of dispersed Indians finally preserved.
A few day. later, and the work of destruction was entered

upon and soon completed. The little British Army, scarcely
exceeding eight hundred 'Men of all arms, commenced its
march at night, lighted by the flames of the barracks which

had given them shelter for the last time. As they passed
the fort of Detroit the next day, dense célumns of smoke and

flame were to be seen risincy hiSh in air, from the various
public edifices,_ý5brdin& a melancholy evidence of the des-
truction which usually tracks a retreating army. Many an

American inhabitant looked on at the work of destruction, as if
he would fainhave arrested the progress of an element which

at once defaced the beauty of the town, and promised much
trouble and inconvenience to, those whom they knew to be at
hand, for their final deliverance frgm the British yoke. But
the Garrison continued stern spectators of the ruin-they had

been compelled to, effect, until the flames bad attained a7
power which rendered their suppression an impossibility
then and then only, did they quit the scene of conflagration.,
and embarking in the boats which had been kept in readiness.
for theýýk_ transport, joined their comradesý who waited for
them on the opposite bank. The two Garrisons -tbus united;

the whole preceded by a large body of Indians, were pushed
forward to the position which had been selected on the

Thames., an4 both shores of the Detroit were left an unresist-
ing conquest to the Ainericans.

Meanwhile, these latter had not been slow in profitino- by
the important advantames which had crowned their arms on
the lake. On the third day àfter the retreat of the British

Gaffison. from Amherstbùrg5 a numerous fleet of large boats was
discovered from the town pushing for Hartley's point> under
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cover of the united Squadrons. Unopposed as theseèvere,
their landing was soon effected, and a few hours later the
Americân stars weréto býe seèn floatino- over the still smok-
înS ruins the British fortress. Emboldened by the unex-

pected ease with which he bad rendered himseif finally
master of a position so ]on& coveted the American Gèdý« ai

once resolved to follow and bring his retreatind enemy to
action if possible. 'X fdree of five thousand men (fifteen

mmdred of whom. were mounted rifles) was accordingly
pushed forward ; and so rapid and indefatigable was the

march of these, that they came up with the retreating en
lumiis before they had succeeded in -gain'irre the village, at

which it was p'rpoSe4 that4heir final stand should be -made.
*bar%The anxiety of Generai ýroctor to save the baggage waggons

contalling his own pers nal effects, had been roductive of0 p
the most culpabledelay, and at the moment when his little
anny sbould have been under cover of entrenchments, and
in a pwition which offéred a variety- of natural defensiv'e ad-

vantages, they found themselves suddenly overtaken by the
enemy in the heart of a thick wood, where, fatigued by the

long and tedious march they had made under circumstances
of great privation, they hâd scarcel time to forin in the irre-

lar manner permitted by their broken position, before they
wMfund themselves attacked with great spirit, and on alr sides

by a force more than quadruple their own. The result may
easily be anticipated. Abandoned by their GeneraIý who ýt the

very firýt onset, drove his spurs into the flanks of his charger
and fled disgraceffly from the scene of action, follpwed by the
whole of his personal, staff, the irregularly formed line of the
little British Army5 was but ill prepared to-make effectual re-
sistance to the almost invisible enemy by whom it was en-

compassed ; and those whom the rifle had spared., were to be,
seen, within an hour from the firing of the first shot, standing
conquered and disarmed, between the closino- lines of the
viétoriaus Americans,

But althoug-h the English troops (sacrificed as they must



be pronounced to have been, by their incapable leader) fell
thus an easy prey to the oyerwhelming force broug-ht against

thern, so did not their Indian allies, supported and encouraged
as these were by the presence of their beloved Chieftain. It
was with a sparklinS eye and a glo*1nS cheek4hat.

0 a 1 just as
the Engrlish troops had halted to give unequal - bàttle to tbeir
pursuers, Tecumseh passed alonS the line., expressing iii

animated language the delight he felt at the forthcoming
struggle, and when he' had shaken hands with most of the
officers (we fancy we can feel the generous pressure of hii

fino-ers even at this remote period) he moved into the dense
forest where his faithfül, bands were lyinS concealed,, with a

bounding step that proved not only how much his heart had
been set upon. the cast, but how completely Pairconfided, in
the result. And Who shall say what that result might not
have been even notwithstanàinS the discoinfiture of the

EnSlish had the beroic Chieftain been spared to his devoted
cotintry! . But this was not fated to be. Early in the action
he fell by the hand of a distinguished leader of the enemy,*
and his death carried, as it could not fail to do., the deepest
sorrow and dismay into the hearts of his followers, Who

although they continued the' action long after his fall, and
with a spirit that proved their desire to avenge the loss of

their noble Ieaderý it was evident, wanted the direct-
incr genius of him they mourned to sustain them in the
effort. For several days after the action did the'y continue
to hano- apon the American rear, as the amy ag-ain retired

with its prisoners ppon Detroit; but each day their agack
became feebler and feebler, announcinS that their numbers

were' fast dispersin& into the trackless region from Which
they had been brought., until finally not a shot was to be
beard disturbing the night vigils of the Ame'*can senfinels.

With the deféat of the British army, and the deatli of
Tecumsehý perished the last hope of the Indians to sustain'

1

Colonel John3'n> now Vice-President of the United States-
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themselves as a people. amainst the inroads of their oppres-
sois. Dispiritèd and dismayed, they retired back upon the
hunting grounds which still remained to them, and there

ee-Way both to the deep grief with which every heart
was overwhelmed at the loss of their truIý great leader, and

to the sad anticipations which the increasing gloom that
clouded the horizon of their prospects naturally induced.
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CHAPTER XIV.

tH. i.-titerview so fatal in its results to Gerald"s Ion foimed
resolutions of virtuous purposi -was, followed by others of the

same description, and in the course à these, Mýi'lda, profitin
by her-knowledge of the past, had the address so to rivet

the chains which fettered the senses of her lover, by a well
timed., althouo-h apparently unintentional display of thp

beauty which. had enslaved him, thM so far îrom shrinking
from, the fulfilmeiat of the dreadful obligation he had im-
posed upon himself, the resolution of the youth became more

confirmed as the period for its enactment drew nigher.
There were moments when5 (his passion worked up to inten-
sity by the ever-varyinS over-excitinSpicture of that beauty,

would have anticipateel thé condition on which he was to
become possessed of it for ever, but on these occasions the

American would assume an air of wounded dimity, some-
times of deep sorrow; and alluding to the mannet in which
her former confidence hýd been repaid, reproach him 4ith -a
want of generosity, in seekino, to make her past weakness a
pretext for bis presýnt advances. Yet even in the very mo-
ment she most denied him, she so contrived that the restrained

fire should burri with tenfold fury within. bis heart-ren-
dering hirn hourly more anxious for her possession, even aýý

he became hourly less fâstidious about the means of attain-
ment. %>

At length thé day axrived when Gerald-the once high,
omènerous and noble minded GeraIdý-was to steep bis soul in

guilt-to imbrue his hands in the life blood of a fellow crea-
ture. The seducer of Matilda had arrived, and even in the

hotal in which Grantham resided, the entertainment was to
R
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be given by his approving fellow citizens, in commemoration
of the heroism which had won te him golden opinions from

every class. It had already been arranged that the assassi-
nation 'wai§ to take place on the departure of their victim
from the banquet) and consequently at a moment when, over-

come by the fumes of wine, he would be found im"éapable of
opposing any serious resistance to, their design. The better
to, faci»Eate his close and unper'eived approach to the un-
happy; ma% a pair of cloth shoes had been made for her
lover by the white hands of Matilda, with a sort of hood or
capuchin of the same material, te prevent recognition by
any one who might accidentally pass hirù on the way to the
scene of the contemplated. murder. Much as Gerald object-
ed to, it, Matilda had peremptorily insigted on being present

herself, to, witness the execution of the deed,, and
the same description of disguise had been prepared' for
herself. In this resolution the America'n., independently of
her desire tofortify the courage of her lover by herpresence,
was actuated b another po*erful and fearful motive., which

will be seen presentlyO
The private residence of the ifficer was situated in a remote

part of the town and skirting that point of the circulai
ridge of hilis where the liglits in the habitation of Matilda
lhad attracted the notice of Gerald., on the first night of bis

encounter. To one who viewed it from a distance, it would,
have seemed tbat the summit of the wood-crowned ridge
must be crossed before communication could be held between
the two dwellings which lay as it were back to back, on
either side of the formidable barrier; but on a nearer ap-
proach-ý a fissure in the hill rnight be observed,, just wide
enough to admit of a narrow horse track or foot path, which
wound its, sinuous cowse frein the little valley inte the open
space that verged upon the town, on gaining which the resi-
dence of the Americau ofâcer was to, be seen *sm*g at the
distance-of twenty yards. It was in this patI4 which-kad been
latterly pointéd out te him by his gety companion, that Ge-
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rald,,was to await the approach of the intended victim, who
on passin& his place of concealment, was to be cautiously fol-
lowed and stabbed to the heart ere he could gain his door.

Fallen as was Gerald frorn his hiSh estate of honor it was
not without a deep sense of the atrocity of the act hè was
about to, commit that he prepared for its accomplishment. It
is true th at ieldli ig to the sophistry of Matildals arguments,

he was som es to imagine the avenginS of, her inju-
ries an imper ive dutýy ; but such was his viëw of the subje ' et 9

onl when the spell of her presence was upon him. When
restored to, his calmer and more unbiassed judgment., in the

solitude of his own chamber conscience resumed her ewav
and no plausibilit of pretence could conceal from hims;l'f'
that he was about to become that vilest of beings-a common
murderer. There were moments even when the dread deed

tei which he had pledSed himself appeared in such hideous
deformity that he fain. would have fled on the instant far

from. the influence of her who had incited him to, its perpe-
tration, but when the form. of Matilda rose to his mental eye,

remorse, conscience, every latent principle of virtue, dissolved
away, and althoujot he no longer sought to conceal from,

himself that what he meditated was crime, of the
blackest dýe, his, determination to secure entire possession Y")

of that beauty, even at the accursed price of blood, became
but the more resolute and confirmed. e

The night previous to that fixed for the assmsination was
passed by the guilty Gerald in a state of dreadful excÎtement.
Large drops fell from his férehead. in agony,, Md when he:
arose at a late hour., his pale emaciated futures and wavering
step betrayed how little the mind or the body had tasted of

repose. Accustomed however, as-he had latterly been, to sus-
tain his sinking spirits by artificial means, he was not long in

havina, recourse to his wonted stimulants. He called for
-brandy to deaden the acuteness of his feelings., and give
strength to his tottering limbs ; and when he. had drank freely
-of tbis, he sallied forth into the forest, where he wandered
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durincr the day without other aim or purpose than to hide
the brand of gý1ilt, which he almost felt upon his brow, from
the curious gaze of his fellow men. It was dark W'hen he
returned to the hotel, and as, on his way to, his own private

apartment, he passed the low large room, chiefly used as an
ordinary, the loud hum of voices which mét hîs ear mingled
with the drawin& of corks and rinSing of glasses, told him that

the entertainment provided for his unconscious victim had
already commenced. Moving hastily on, he gained his own

apartment, and summoni-nS one of the domesties, directed
that his own fratral meal (the first he had tasted that day)

should be brought up. But even for thia he had ne appeiite,
and he had recourse once more to the stimulant for assis-
tance. -As the nia-ht drew on he grew more nervous and agi-
tated, yet without at all we-verinS in his purpose. At lenS h

ten o1clock struck. It was the hour at which he had pro-
mised to issue forth to join Matilda in the path, there to

await the passage of his victim to his home. He cautious1y
descended the staircase and in the confusion that reigned

amonS the household, all of whom were ton, much occupied
with th e e.tertainment within to heed the movements of

individuals succeeded in gainincr the street without notice.
The room in whidh the dinner was given was on the ground

N Iloor, and looked througb numerous low windows into the
elie street throuo,h which Gerald must necessarily pass to reach

the place of his appointment. Sounds of loud revelry, mixed
with laughter and the strains of music, now issued from these.
attesting that the banquet was at its height, and the wine
fast takino- elTect on its several participators.

A momentary feeling of viague curiosity caused the degra-
ded youth te glance his eye through, one of thé uneurtained

windows upon the seene within, but scarcely had he caught
an indistinct and confused, view of the company, Most of
whom, glittered in the gay trapping-s of military uniforms,
when a secret and involuntary dread of distinguishing fro'

his fellows' the man whom he was about to, slay, caused him as
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instantaneousI to turn away. Guilty as he felt himself to
be, he could not bear the thoug-ht of beholding the féatures of
the individual he had sworn to destroy. As there were crowds
of the humbler citizens of the place collected round the win-
dows to, view the revelry within, neither his appearance nor
his action had excited surprise; no; indeed was it even sus-
pected, habited as he was in the common "ents of the
country, that he was other than a native of the town.

On gaiaing the narrow pass or lane, he found Matilda
wrapped in her cloak, beneath which she éarried the disguise

prepared for both. The moon was in the last quarter, and as
the fleecy clouds passed away from. before it, he could observe
that the lips and cheek of the American were almost livid,

although heT eyes,%parkled with deep mental eXciýement.
Neitheiý,spoke, yet their breathing was heavy and aùdible to

each. Gerald seated-himself on a projection of the hill, and
removing his shoes, substituted those which his companion had

wrought. for hiM. He then assumed the hood, and dropping
his head between his'hands, continued for soine minutes in

that attitade, buried in profound abstraction.
At length Matildà approached him. She seated7herself at

his side, threw her arms around his neck, called him in those
rich'and searching tones which were so peculiarly her own
---her beloved and affianced husband ; and bidding him be firm.
of purposeý as he valued tÈe lives and happiness of both5
plazed in his Éand a small dagger5 _the handle of which was
richly mounted in silver. Gerald clutched the maked weapon
with % convulsive graspý while a hoarse low groan escaped

hini, and ag-ain he sank his head ili silence upan his chest.
Nearly autour had pamd in this maaner, neitherseeking

to disturb the thoughts of the other, nor daring to break thé
fimd BilerÀèe that eve-ry wheTe prevailed around them.

length a âgtant apd sZt; footstep was heW. and Ma-
tilda -q=g to her - feer4 ànd *ith her head thrown eaMly

wWèe :one -small fSt alone supported the whole
P. 2
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weight of her inclined body, crazed intently out uponthe open
spiice, and in the direction whence the sounds, proceeded.
cc He com Iý es, Gerald, he comes;" she at length whispered

in a quick týne.
Gerald., who had also risen., and now stood lookinS dver lhe

shoulder of the American, was not slow in discoverinS the
tall figure of a man., whose outline, cloaked even as it was,
bespoke the soldier, moving in an oblique diriction towards
the building àlready described.

cc It is he., too well do I know him.,51 continued Matilda,
in the same eacer yet almost inaudible whisper, 64 and mark
how inflated with the incense which has been heaped upon

him this nio,ht does. he appear. His prond step tells of the
ambitious projects of his vile- heart. Little does he imagine
that this arm (and she tigg-htly grasped that which held the

fatal dagger) will crush them for ever in the bud. But hist!"
The officer was now within a few paces of the path., in

the gloom of which the guilty pair found ample concealment,
and as he drew nearer and,ýaearer their very breathing wu
stayed to preveùt the sli-gý htè3tchance of a discovery of their

presence. Gerald suffered hiiË to P&qs some yards beyond
the epening, and àdvanced with long yet cautious strides
across the grass towards his victim. -U he moved thus

noiselessly along., he fancied that theie was something in the
'bearino- of the figure that remindjed him of one he had pr

viously know% but he had not time to, pause upon the c r-
cumstance, for theofficer was already within ten yards of *

own doorý and the delay of a single moment would not only
deprive, him, orf the opportunity on which he had perilled all

in this world and in the next, but expose himself and his
companion to the ignominy of discovery and punishment.C

A single foot of ground now intervened between him and the
wihappy officer, whom wine, or abstraction,, or both., had ren-

dered-totally anconsciaus of his danger. Alréady was týe hand
of Gerald raised to strike the fâtal blow-another moment and
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it wcruld have descended, but even in the very act he found
his arm, suddenly arrested. Tumincr quickly to see who it
was who thus interfèred with his purpose, he beheld Matilda.

44 One moment stay,11 she said in a hurried voice ; eG poor
were my revenue indeed, were he to perish not knowing

who planned his death ;11 then in ýa hoarsêr tone, iü which
coula be detected the action of the fierceà passions of the
human mind.----cc Slanderer-villain-we meet again,.»

Startled by the sound of a familiar voice., the officer turned
hastily round, and seeinir all his danger at a single glance,
made a movement of bis right hand to his side, as if he would
have grasped his sword-but finding no weapon there he con-
tented himself with throwino- his left arm forw ard,, covered
with the affiple folds of his cloak, with a view to, the defence

of his person.
&G Yes, Forrester,11 continued Matilda, in the same impas-

sioned voice, Il we meet again, and mark you,11 pulling back
the disguise from Gerald3 Itis no vile slave, no sable para-
mour by whose hana you die-villain,11 she pursued, her

voice trembling with excitement, 4G my own arm should have
done the deed, but that he whose service 1 have purchased
-with the hand you rejected and despised, once baulked me of

my vengeance' whert 1 had deemed. it most asecure. But
enough 1 To his hear4 Gerald, now that in the fulness of bis

wine and his ambitione he may the deepe-r feel the sting of
death-strike to his heart-what ! do you falter-do you tura
coward

Gerald neither moved nor spoke ; his upraised hand had
sunk at his side, at the first address of Matilda to her enemy.,
ana the dag er had fallen froin his hand upon the swazd.,09

where it ràýght be seen glitterina- in the rays of the pale
His ýac1 ýwasbent 'upou his chest in abject shamej,moow- 

'k aand he seemed as ad suddenly been turned to stone.
'cc Gerald,, my husband M urged, Matilda., rapidly changing

her tone into that of earnest persuasion) cc wherefore do yozL
hesit-te- Am I not your wifée your own wife> and is net,



1

200 THE CANADIAN BROTHERS&

yon monster the wretch who has consigneil _ my fair fame to
obloquy for ever--Gerald 111 she added impêtuously.

But the spell had lost its po*er, and Gerald continued
îmmoveable-apparently fixed to the spot on which he stood.
cc Gerald, Gerald VI repeated the officer, with the air-of one

endeavouring to, recollect.
At ihe sound of that voice, Gerald looked up., The rnoon

was at that moment unobscured by a single cloiffl , and as
the eyes of the murdererand his intended victim met, their
recognition was mutual and perfect.
. cg I had never expected to see Lieutenant Grantham

£Lguring in the character of an assassin," said %Colonel For-
rester., in a voice of deep and bitter reproach., Cc still less to

find his atm raised against the preserver of his Me. This."
he continued, as if speaking to, himself, Gc will be a bitter
tale to recount to his family.15

ci Almighty God ! have mercy !11 exclaimed Gerald, as over-
come with shame and misery, he threw himself upon the

earth at his full length, his head ne-arly touching the feet of
the officer. Irhen clesping his feet-,c4 Oh ! Colonel Forrester.,
los4 degradeil as I am., believe me when X swear that 1
knew not again3t whom my arm, was to be directed. Nay,

ihat you live at this moment is the best evidence of the truth
of what 1 utter, for I came with a heart made up to murder.
Butyour blood worlds could.nôt tempt me to spill."-'

cc I believe yo%ý> said the American', féelingly. Cc Well do 1
know the arts of the woman who seems Io have lured you into
the depths of, crime ; yet low es you are fallen, Lieutenant

Grantham-much as you have disgraced your country and
profession, I cannot think you would willingly have sought
the - life . of him who saved your own. And now rise., sir., and
gain the plaS of yQýý abode,, before accident bring other eyes
than wy own to be -vntnesses- of yeur shame. We will dW
coune of this toraorrow. Meanwhilee he satisfied with my

PfC"eý that yow atterapt -shall remaln a secret with my-
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W-hile he spoke, Colonel Forrester made a movement as if
to depart. Aroused by the apprehension of losing her victim,
Matilda, ivho had hitherto been an impatient listener, called

wildly upon Gerald, who had now risen, to fulfil bis com-
pact; but the youth turned from her. with' a movement of
disgust, exclaiming with bitterness-49 leave me, wornan,
lé'ave me

Matilda loôked affer him for an instant with an expression
of inteaciest scorn, then springing to, and snatching up the
dagger, which. lay glitterino- a few paces from the spot on

which she stiood, she advanced silently, but repidly, upon her
retreatinS enemy. Colonel Forrester had gained bis thresh-

hold, and had already knocked for admittance, when he
heard the deep voice of Matilda at his ear, exclaiming in a
triumpbant tone,

Ge Think you twice then to escape your doom, traitor M
Before he could make au attempt to shield himself, theïatal

steel had entered deep into bis side. Uttering., a groan,' he
sank senseless on the steps, whitheYGerald, who had watched
the action of his companion, hjad flown in the hope of arrest-
ing the blow, Confused voices, mingled with the tramp of

feet, were now heariwithin - the hall. Presently the door
opened,- and a crow of servants, chiefly blacks, appeared
with liShts. The view of their bleeding master, added to

the disgSuise of Gerald, and the expression of triumph visible
in the pale counteliance Of Matilda, at once revealed ' the

truth. By some- the former was borne to bis apartment.,
while the greater portion busied themselves in securing the

two latter3 who however made not the slightest efort, at
resistance, but suffered themselves to, be borne, amid hootings
and execrationsý from the spot.

The different groups we have described as being gathered
together in front of the hotel had dispersed with the break-
ino- up of the Party, which. Colonel Forrester5 in -compliment

to those who entertained himý had been one of the last to quit
so that on Passing through the atreets not an idler was fowid to.



202 THE CANADIAN BROTHERS*

swell thé sable crowd that bare the wretched prisoners on-
ward to the common prison of the town. Just as they had

arrived at this latter, and a tall and muscular negro,, appa-
rently enjoying some distinction in his masterls household,

was about to pull the bell for admission5 a man came running
breathlessly to the spot, and communicated to the negro just
mentioned,,. a message, in which the name of Colonel For-
rester was distinctly audible to, the ear of Gerald. A retro.

gade movement was the immediate consequence of this in-
terruption, and the party, came once more upon the open

space they had so recently quitted. Stupified with the ex-
cess of abjectness in which he had continued p ed, ftom the
moment of his discovery of the identity of his intended victim,

Gerald had moved unconsciously and recklessly whilter_
soever his conductors led ; but now that he expected to be

confronted face to face with the dying- man, as the sudden
alteration in the movement of th _y gave him reason to
apprehend, he felt for the first time that his position, bitter
as it was, might. be rendered even worse. It was a relief to

him, therefore, when he found that, instead of taking the
course -which led to the residence of Colonel Forreèter, the
head of the party, of which Matilda and himself were the

èentre, suddenly immerced into the nàrrow lane which con-
ducted to the residence of that unhappy woman. Instead,
however, of approaching this, Gerald remarked that they
made immediately for the fatal temple. When they had

reached this, the door was unlocked by the tall negro above
descn**bed, who, with a defèrence in his manner not less at
variance with the occasion than with the excited conduct of
the whole party on their way to, the prison, motioned both
his prisoners to -enter. They did so, and the lock bavinS
been turned and the key removed, they silently withdrew.
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RUPTER XV.

HouRs passed away without either of the gnilty parties
finding courage or inclinafi'on to address the other. The

hearts of both were too full for utterance nd yet did they
aeknowledge no sympathy in common. Remorseý shame,
féar, regret, simultaneously a9sailed and weighed down the
miùd of Gerald. Triumphant vengeance, unmixed with any

apprehension of self, reigned exclusively in the bosom of
Matilda. The intense passion of the former., like a mist that

is dissipitated before the strong rays of the sun, had yielded
before the ma3culine and practical, display of the energetic
hate of its object, while on the contrary she, whose beauty
èf person was now to him a thing without price, acknow-
ledged 'no cither feelirig than contempt for the vacillating
character of her associate. In this only did they agnee that
each looked upon each in the light of a being sunk in crime-
steeped in dishonor-and while the love of the one was turned
to almost loaihing at. the thouo,ht,'Othe other merely wdn-
dered how ope so feeble of heart had ever been linked to, so

determined a purpose.
The only light admitted into the temple was through the

window already describedý and this was so feeble as scarcely
to, ailow of the more distant objects in the room being seen.

Gradually, as the moon sunk beneath the forest ridge, the gloom
increased, until in the end the ' darkness b came almost pro-
foun& At their firat entrance Matildal, eensýfoudinm- herself
in the folds of her cloak, had thrown herself upon the sofa;
while Gerald continued to pace up and down the apartment

with hmTied steps, and -in a state of feeling it would be a
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vain attempt to describe. It was now for the first eme that,
uninfluenced by passion, the miserable youncr man had leisure
to reflect on the past, and the chain of fatality which had
led to his present disSracefnl position. He recollected the
conversation he had held with his brother on the day suc-
ceeding bis escape from the storm ; and as the pledge which
had been- o-iven in his name to his dyincr father, that no action
of his life should reflect dishonor on his family now oc-

curTed to him in all its force, he groaned in agony of spirit,
less in apprehension of the fate that a. aited him than in
sorrow and in shame that that pledge should have been vio-

lated. By a natural transition of his feelings, his imagina-
tion recurred to the traditions connected with his family.,
and the'dreadful curse which had been uttered by one on

whom, his ancestor was said fAý- have heaped injury to the

very extinction of reason-aËd associatinS as he did Matil-
dals visit to the Cottace at Detroit, on the memorable night,

when he had unconsciously saved the life of Colonel For-
rester, with the fact of her havinfr previously knelt and
prayed upon the grave that was known to cover the ashes.
of the unhappy maniac, Ellen Halloway, he felt a shudder-
inS conviction that she was in some way connected with

that wretched woman. la the intenseness of his new
desi-je to satisfy his doubts-a desire which in itself partook
of the character of the fatality by wli*fch he was beset-he

overcame the repugnance he had hitherto felt to enter into
conversation with her, and advancing to the couch, seated
himself upon its ed&e at her side.

GcMatildall he said, after a few moments of silence, cc by all
the love yon once bore me, I conjure you answer me one
question while yet there is time.11

cc Fool," returned the Affierican, 44 1 never loved you. A
seul like mine feels passion but once. Hitherto I have
played a part,, but the drama approaches to a close, and dis-
guise of plot is no longer necessary. Gerald Grantham, you0
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have been My dupee-you, came a convenient puppet to My
handsý and as such I used ' you until the snapped wire pro-
clahned you no longer serviceable. No fùrther.ý--)

Shame., anguish, mortification-all. the most bwniliatins;
sensations natural to, man., for a moment'assailed the breast of
the'unfortunate and guilty Grantham, rendering- him. insensi-
ble even to the oTeater evil Nylich àwbaited him. In the
bitterness of his agony he struck his clenched hand against
his forehead., uttering curses'upon himself fbr-his weakness
in one breagh, and calling -upon his God,ý in the next, te
pardon him. for his, crime.

This is good !1ý'said Matildae qé To see you:Writhe thus.
-under the wound inflicted upon your vanity, is -some smal t
atonement for the base violatibn of your oath; yet whatques-,

tion, would you ask., the solution of whieh eau so much import
one about to figure on the scaffold for a crime lie has not e ven
had the courage to, commit?"

The taunting manner in which the concluding part of the
sentence was conveyed, had the effect of restorino- Gerald in

some degree, to, himself,, and he said with considerable finn-
ness

GcWhat, I would ask is of yourself,-*amely, the relation-
shipý if any, you bear to those who lie within the mound on
which 1 beheld you kneelina-, on the night of your first at-

tempt, on Colonel Forrester s life.11
ciThe very recollection, of that ill-timed intrusion would

prevent me from satisfýýS your curiosity, did not somethino* P

whisper'to, me that, in so doing, I shall add another pane to
those you already experience.lý- returned the American with

bitter sarc-asm.
,94You are Tight,'"said Gerald hiirriedly; cg my miseries neeil

but the assurance of your conne:Èon with those'Moulderin.
bones to be, indeed complete."'

4é Then," said Matilda eagerly, and half raisinS lier head,
CG your cup of misery may yet admit of inercase. My rno-

ther and MY father's mother both sleep within that riave
V
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cg How kriew yot Ibis île demanded Gerald quieMy.
çc Lustinet ccýaId -- met have guided you to the spý4 and

by your own aàoùon you were taken frbm the -place of
your home -while yet a mere child.le

Net instiricte but Sy father Desbotough., pointed out the
9Me es be had long previow1y acquainted Mè with the his-

tory ef My birth,"
One question mSe-your grandmothees'nwË, Ve
cc Mad EtIen she wes called, an English soldierls wife,

who died in PYMIP birth to my father-and, now that yeu are
answerede leave me.'l

-44 Alinighty Providence," aspirated Gerd, de in tanes of in-
conceivable agony.; ci it is then as 1-had feazede and this Ima.
ram has Destiny chosen to accomph my rùïnl>

He quitted the sofa'and paced up and down the room in a
state.ef mind bordering on disiraction. The past crowded

upon his mind in all the confused manner of a dreaine md
,amid the chlos of contending feelings by which he was

besete one idea only was distinct-namely, that the wretched
woman befoire him had been but the ageut ùf Fate in effkt-
ing bis destruction. Strange as it may appeare the ide% svý

-far froin increasing the acerkty of his -féefi»:gsý had the ten-
dency to softeia his beart towards her. Re beheld in hér
-but a being whose actions had been fated like his own, and
although every vestige of passion had Red-even aRhough
her surpassing beauty had lost -its subjugating influence., his
heart yearned towards her as one whcý, wrecked on the mme
shore, bad some. claim to bis -sytapathy aýidcompawion. -AU

that was now left thein was to make their pewe witÊ Gode
since with man their final account would be se speedily

closed, and fflith a view tQ imprew lia with a sense of the
religious aid from which alone they coue hope for oomoW

tion., he again seated himself at, her side on the e4ge of the
sofa.
44-Matildall' he said, in a voice in which melancholy and

r>temness were blendedj 4&We have been the childrenef giýât
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-the victims cof our own evil passions ; but God ig merciful,
and if our penitence be sincere, we may yet be forgiven in,
Heaven, althouSh on earth there is no hope-even if after this

we coula wish to live. Matilda, let us pray together.ý-1ZD
There was no answerneither did the sliSghtest movement

of her fonn indicate consciousness that she was addressed.
46Matilda," repeated Gerald-still there was no answer. He
placed his hand upon her cheek, and thought the touch was

cold-he caight, ter hand., it too was cold and but for the ab-
sence of ricrIdity he would have deemed her dead.

Scarcely knowing what he did, yet with an inaefinable
terror at his heart, he grasped and shook her by the arm,,

ana again,, but with greater vehemence,, pronouneed her
name.
cc Who calls VI she sMM, in a faint but ileep tone, as she

raised ber head slowly from the cushion wbich supported it.
4&Ha 11 reco ect. Tell me,"' she added. more quickly.., cc was
not the blow well aimed. Marked you how the traitor fell.

to, accuse the woman whose only fault was lovincr
him too well, with ignominious commerce with a slave pj

&G Wretched woman," exclaimed Gerald with solemn em-
phasisý,* cc instead of exultin& over the evil we have done,,

let us rather make our peace with Heaven, during the few
hours we have yet to live. Matilda Desboroug-h-daughter
of a murderer; thyself a murderess-the scaffold awaits us
both."

cc Coward-fool-thou liest>" she returned with sudderrly
awakene d energy. cc For one so chancreling as thyself the scaf-

fold were befitting, but know, if 1 have h-id the heart to do
this deedý I have also had the head to provide against its con-
sequences-see-feel-.'-'

One of her cold-hands was extended in search of Gerald2s.
They met., and a vial placed in the palm of the latter, betray-

ed the secret of her previous lassitude and insensibilitye
Even amid àl the 4orrors which, environed him> and call-
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ed, so largely on attention to bis own personal danger., Ge.

rald was inexpressibly shocked.
,64 What 1 poisoned M he exclaimed.

c4Yes-poisoned 111 she murmured,, and her hand again. sank
heavily at her side.

Gerald dashed. the vial away from him to the farther end
of the apartment., and takinS the cold hand of the unhappy
woman, he continued:

dgMatilda-is this the manner in which yon prepare your-
self to meet the presence of your God. What ! add suicide to
murder VI

But she spoke not-ýresently the hand he clasped sank
beavily from. bis touch. Then there was a spasmodic con-
vulsion of the whole frame. Then there burst a piercing
aldiek froin her lips, as she half raised herself in agony
from. the sofa, and then each limb was set and motionless in
the stem rigidity of death.

While Gerald was yet bending over the body of hisun.
I«tunate companion., shDeked, grieved and agitated 'beyend
all expression, the door of the temple was unlocked., and a
man enveloped in a cloak, and bearinS a small dark lanter%
suddenly appeared in the opening. He advanced, towards
the spot where Gerald. stupiýýed with the events of the past
night, stood, gazing upon the corpse, almost unconscious
of the presence of the intruder.

ccA pretty fix you have got into, Liftenant Giantham." said
the well known voice of JacksDn,,e4 and 1 little calculated,
when I aâvised. you to make love to, the Kentucky gals to,

raise your irits., that they would lead you into sucha deuced
scrape as this.5)

ccCaptain Jackson.,51 said Gerald imploringly ; ccl *am suffi-
ciently aware of aU the enormity of my crime, and am pre-

pared. to expiate it; bàt in mercy spare the bittemess of
reproach.11
Ifflow as Ilm a true Tenessee man, bred and born., 1 meant

208
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no reproach, and why should I., since you couldInt help her
doing it, (and he pointed to, Matilda), yet you know its some-
times danglerous to be found in bad company. Every body

mightInt believe you so innocent as we do.
ccInnocent! Captain Jackson," exclaimed Gerald, losing

sight of all other feelings in unfeigned surprise-ic 1 cannot
say that 1 quite understand you.'-'

t4Whye the meaning's plain enough, I take IL Others migbt
be apt., 1 say, to think yon haà something to do with the thinc-
as well as she, and therefore its just as well you, should make
yourself scarce. The Colonel says he wouldInt, on any ac-
countý you shall even be suspected.11

G&The Colonel says--not suspected,'' again exclaimed Ge-
rald. with4*>t*ncreasinS astonishment-then) iuddenly recol-

lectirigr the situation of the latter---xc tell me.lý he continued,
is Colonel Forrester in danger-is his life despaired of M
cc Worth a dozen dead men yet., or you would3nt see me

takino, the thing so coolly. The dacger certainly Jet the
day light into him, but thoug-h thewound was pretty conside-
rably deep, the doctors say its not mortal. He thinks it

raight. have been worse if you had not come up, and partly
stopped her arm. when she strack at him."I

Gerald was deeply affected by what he had just heard. It
was evident that Colonel Forrester had, with a generosity to,
which no gratitude of his own could render adequate justice,

sought to exonerate him from all suspicion of participation
in the guilty design upon his life., and as he glanced bis eye
ag-àn for a moment upon the liféless form of his companion.',
lie was at once sensible that the only beincr who could deféat
the benevolent object of his benefactor had now no longer
the power to do so.

She sleeps soimd enough nowII said Jackson., agaîn
pointing to, the ill-fated and motionless girl, 919 but shell
sýeeP sounder still before long, I take it.1-1

cc She will never sleep sounder than at this momentý Cap.

Udri Jacksonl said Gerald, with solemn emphasis,

209eý
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« Whyý you don't mean to say she has cheated the hang-
man, Liftenant.'-'

As he spoke,, Jackson approached the sofbý an-a twming
the light Èall upon the face, saw indeed that she was

dead. Gerald shuddered as the rays from the lamp re-vealed
for the first time the appalling change which haît been

wrouet upon that once beautiful countenance. The open
and finely formed brow waý deeply knit, and the féature
distorted by the acute agony which, had wrung the shriek
from her heart at the very moment of dissolution, were set
m a stern expression of despair. The parted lips were drawn

up at the corners in a manner to conveý the idea of the
seyerest internal pain, and there was already a generd dis.-
coloration about the mouth, betraying the subtle influence
of the poison which had effected her death.

Gerald., after the first glance, turned away his head in
horror from the view; but the Aid-de-Camp rernaWed for
some moments calmly regarding the -remains of all that had
once been most beautiful in nature.

44 She certainly is not like what she was when Colonel
Forrester first knew her,11 he said., in the abstracted tone of
one talking without refèrence to any other auditor than him-
self ; cc hàt this comes of preféring, a nigger to a white man.
Such uninatural courses never -can prosper, 1 take it.1-1

cc Captain Jackson,," said Gerald, aroused by this remark,
and with great emphasis of tone., while he laid his hand

ressive y on the shoulder of the other., " you do hèr
wronS. Guilty she has been, fearfully gailty, but not in the

seuse youwould imply.1l'
Cc How do you know this VI asked the Aid-de-Camp.
cc From her own solemn declaration at a moment when

deception could avail her not. Even before she swallowed
the fatal po-ison,, her horror at the imputationj whick drove
her to the perpetration of murder,, was expressed in t-er£as of
JAdignant warmth that belong to truth alone."'

99 If tbýg be sop-l said Jackmn., musingly, 6G she is indeýc1
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a much injured woman, and deep I know will be the regret
of Colonel Forrester whenle hears it, for he bimself has
ever believed her guilty. But come,, Liftenant Grantham,
we have no time to lose. The day will soon break, and I
expect you must be a considerable way from Frankfort before
ýsùnrise."

I-ftom Frankfbrt-before sunrise !11 exclaimed Gerald, in
perfect astonishment.

cc Why.ý it's rather short warning to be suit ; but the
Colo»el thinks yould better start before the thing gets wind

in the moming; for as so many of the niggen say ySi wore
o, sort of a disguise as well as the poor girl, he lears the
citizens may suspect you of something more than an intrigue,
and insult you desperately.11

cc Generous, excellent man 111 exclaimed Gerald, cc how
can I ever repay this most unmerited ser-vice?53

cc Why, the best way 1 take it., is to, profit by the offer
that is made you of etting back to Canada as fast as you
can-5ý

cc But how is this to, be done, and will not the very fact of
my flight confirm the'suspicion it is intended to remove VI

,94 As for the matter of how it is to be done, Liftenant3 1
have as slick a horse waitin-g outside for you as man ever

cressed-one of the fleetest in -Colonel Forrester5s stud.
7%,en as for susýicion.,-he means to set that at restby saying
that he has 'taken upon himself to give you leave to, return
où parûle to, your friendsý who wish to see you on a case of
life and death, and now let's be moving.-l

Oppressed with the weight of contending feelings, which
this generous conduct had inspired, Gerald waited but to,

cast a lut look upon the ill-fated Matilda; and then with a
ýslow step and a heavy heart for ever quitted a scene fraught

with the mest -exeitino, and the most painful occurrences of
bis life. The firet rays of early dawn beginning to develope

themelves as Îhey issued from, the temple, Jackson extili-
guished his lamp, and leadinc throuSh the nwrow pass that
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conduéfed to the town, made the circuit of the'ridgeýf hiRs
until they arrived at a point wheré a negro -(the sanie who

had led the Party that bore Matilda and himself to the
temple) was in waitinS, with a horse ready saddled and the
arms and accoutrements of a rifleman.

The equipment of Gèrald was soon completed., and with
the shot-bag and powder-horn slunS over his shoulder., and
the loncr rifle in his hand ha soon presented the appearance
of a backwoodsman hastening to, the theatre of war.

When he had seated himself in the saddle, Jackson drew
lorth a well filled purse, which he said he had been directed
by Colonel Forrester to present him with to defray the ex.
pences of his journey to the frontier.

Deeply affected by this new prooÈý,,of the favor of the
generous American, Gerald received the purse., saying., as

he confided them. to, the breast of his hunting frock-
cc Captain Jackson, tell Colonel Forrester from me,. that 1

accept hiss present merely because in doing so, I give the
best evidence of my appreciation of all he has done for me
on this trying occasion. In his own heart., however., he
must-look for the only reward to which. this most noble of
actions justly entitles him."

The frank-hearted Aid-de-Camp promised compliance
with this, partino- message, and after pointing out Îhe route
it would be necessary to, follow., warmly pressed the hand of

bis ckarge in a final gmp, that told how little he deemed
the màùbefore him, capable of the foul intention with which
his soul had been so recently sullied, 1 -

How often durin& those hours of mad infatuation., 9when
his weakened mind had been balanéing between le posses-
en of eatilda, at the prî* ce crime, and his abandonment
of her at that of happiness, the observationof the Aid-
de-Camp, on a former occasion, that he « was never bom to
I)e an assassin,"' occurred to his mind, suffusing his éheek
with-shame and his soul with remorse. Now.-> tho, that con-

scious of having faUen in all but the positive co of
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the deed" he saw that the unsuspectino, American re-
guded, him merely as one whom accident or intrigue had

made an unwillinS witness of the deadly act of a desperate
woman, his feelings were those of, rofound abasement and

self disesteem. 1 r
There was a moment, when urgSed by an involuntary im-

pulse, he would, have undeceived Captain Jackson as to his
positive share in the transaction; but pride suddenly inter-
posed and saved him froi the deggradation of the confession.
He retumed the pressure of the American's hand w4ltfi em.

Phasise and then tuming his horse in the direction which he
had býen recommended to take, quitted Frankfort for ever.



CHAPT.ER XVI.

WHILE the success of the British and American atm" s had
been alternatinS (with eventual triùinph to the latter) in the

manner we have shown during the' campaign of 1813) on
the Western District of Upper Canada, sorne highly important

operations had taken place in the army of the centre. Of
these our space will admit but of a detail of one, and we thus

travel out of the scene to -%vhieh we have hitherto, confined
our labors, not only beca"use it was the most dashina- affair

that occurred durinS the war but because it offers a strikincr
parallel to the enterprise and daring which destroyed the

American power, at the outset of hostilities, and was produc-
tive of similar results.

Towards the close of May 1813, the Americans, after
havinS hotly bombarded Fort Georgoe on the Niagara frontier,
for two successive days,;crossed the river and succeeded in
establishinS themselves in that'post. which was evacuated as

untenable. The British loss on this occasion was consider-
able, and, General Vincent, who éommanded thearmy of the
centre., retreated with mach precipitation towards Burlington
Heights., withdrawing at the same time the garrison from Fort

Erie.
Emboldened by the absenèe of serious opposition., the Ame-

rican Generals (Winder and Chan-dler) pushe(d fbrward a force,
exceeding three thousand men, as far as Stoney Creek, close to
the position then occupied by the Iiitle British arrny, not
.more than one fifth of this number. Here they halted for
the night., evidently to, refresh their troops for the attack.,

'awhich *as mèditated for the followinS morning.
The result of such attack, with so overwhelming a force>
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Upen a gmali body of men dispirited, by recent discomfiture.,
and destitute of supplies or reserves., could scarcely have been

doubtful. Fortunately however for the honor of the British
arms>Colonel Harvey> to whose conduct on this occasion al- vz,

lusion. has been incidentally made in an early chapter of the
present voIumeý had recently joined- the centre Division frora
Lower Canadaý and to, his quick and comp*rehensive mind it
imrnediately suS ested itself, that if the attack of the Ame-

rican army should be awa'*ted., the result, under the circum-
stances already alluded to, and in the position occupied by
the British force (literally a Cul-de-Sac) must inevitàbly be
attended by their utterdiscomfiture., if not annihilation. On
the contrary, he felt persuaded-that,, even with the small force
at the disposal of the British General., there was every pro-
bability that a bold and well concerted night attack would
have the effect of restoring to the assailants that confidence
-in them.selvesý whiéh had been weakened by a'series of te-
-verses; while it must necessarilyý and in the same proportion,,
carry dismay intq the ranks of the hitherto victorious enemy.

It was., we believe-indeed we have reason to, know-a fa.
vorite military maxim. with Colonel Harvey., and invariably
acted up.to whenfver opportunity was aiTorded for its applica-
tion, that defensive warfare> when the invading foe is greatly
superior in number.,is best carried on by a succession of bold and
active ofensive operations. The resultef thistheorywasin
the instance under question, an offer to General Vincent to, head
a night attack and p'enetrate li'to the very* heart of the, ene-

mËs encampment5 as an enly means of extricatin& the arm0 y
frorn its periloug position., and restoring (if successfül) to the

victors that moral confidence whiel, was necessary to the honar
of the army, anathe preservation of the country. Fortunately,,
we repeat., for the g-ory of the British arms.,, Colonel Harveyls
propose was accepted,,althou&h not without much iloubt and
indecision on the subject, and during the nicrht of the 5th June

destined to achieve so glorious a litthe smail band of heroes,
result, were silently get under arins for the disproportionate



encounter. At the head of seven hundred and twenty bayonets
Colonel Harvey dasbed in upon his slumbering and unsuspect-

inr enem amounting to more than quadruple his own force,k-lý Y>
and well P'rovided with field artillery. So bold and unexpect-

ed was the attack., that the enemy fled, with the utmo%t pre-
cipitation, to a position called. the forty mile creek, a distance
of ten miles leaving their Generais and a vast number of pri-
soners and mili4rystorJin the hands of the victors. Her'e
they fell in with a -reinforcemeiit under General Lewis. So
opportune however had been the blow struck by Colonel2'z
Harvey, and such the panic created hy it in the American
ranks, that even with this additional fotce, they, pn the sud-

den - appearance of the British fleet, with a small body of
troops on board, after sustaining à short cannonade, continued
their retreat to Fort George gleavinS their tents standing,

nor halting until they had gaîned theïr place of destination.
Thus3 by this judicious and by far the most brilliant achiey-

ment of the war, wu the centre District freed from ýthe tri-
umphant presence of the enemy, as the western had been, in

the precedina- year, by the bold and well timed movemefit
of General Brock upon Detroit, with an equally inferior force.,

The history of the war furnishes no similar enterprizès.
Both were the results of a bold conception, and prompt and

successful execution. Of the two, perhaps Stoney Creek was
the most dashinS and decided silice there the advérse armies

actually came into collision.
Al In October of the same year," a numerous body of Ameri-

cans, principally troops of the line, hqad been collected under
the orders of General Van Rangaellar, and advantage was
taken of a dark night in October to push them- across the

river, with a view to the oceupation of the commanding
heights above the village of Queenston. in, this, fa'red.
by icircumstances, the enemy were eminently successful.

*The anachronism referred to in the Preface. The events hem
described, occurred In -1812, and not in 1813.
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They carried the batteries, and at clay break the heights
were to be seen covered with their battalions, before whom

were thrown out a considerable body of tirailleurs, or rifle-
men. At the first alarm, the little detachment stationed at

71 î;Queenston, marched out to dislodge them ; but such was the
impatient gallantry of General Brock, who had succeeded to
the command on this line of frontier, that without waiting
for the main body from Fort George to come up, he threw

himself at the head of the flank companies of the Forty-
Ninth, and moving forward in double quick time, soon came
within sight of the enemy.
Amon the Generalls Aides-de-Camps, was HenryGrantham,

who 1.1aving succeeded in makino- his escape at the fatal
deféat of the Moravian Village, with a few mencf his com-

pany, had in the absence of his Regiment, (then prisoners of
war) and from considerations of personal esteem, been

attached as a supernumerary to his staff. With him, at this
moment was the liSht hearted De Courcy, and as the younga à
men rode a little in rear of ' their Chief, they were so rapt in 41
admiration of his fine form and noble darino-, (as he still kept 1

dashing onward, far in advance even of the handful of troops
-who followed eagerly and rapidly in his rear.) that they

.utterly forcrot the danger to which he was exposed.
On arrivinS at the ascent the General for -a moment
reinedinhis charSer5 M order to o-ive time to the rear to

close in, '5 then removino- and wavincy his plumed hat,
GG Hurrab, Forty-Ninth!" he exclaimed, in language

suited to jhose he addressed. c4 Up these heights lies our
road-on ourselves depends the victory. Not a shot till we

-then three cheers for old En&
gain the summit, gland-a

volley-and the bayonet must do the rest!15
So saying, he resumed his hat, and wheeling his horse,

once more led his gallant little band up the hill.
But it was not likely that the Americans would suffer the

ach of so determined an enemy without attempting toappro
check their progress in the most efficient manner. Dis-
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tineshed fr= those around him by his commanding air,
-not less than by the military insiSnia that adorned him3 the
person of the General wa, at once recognized for one bearing
high rank, ana as such became an'object of especial atten-
tion to the dispersed riflemen. Shot after shot flew past the

undaunted officer carryinc death into the close ranks that
followed noiselessI in his rear, yet without barming him.
At length he was seen by bis Aides-de-Camps, both of whom
-had kept their eyes upon him, to reel in bis 'saddle. An
instant brought the younc- men to bis side, De Courcy on bin
nght and Grantham on his left hand. They looked up into

-his face. It was suffused with the hues of death. A mo-
ment afterwards and he fell from bis borie with bis head

-reclining upen the chest of Henr Grantham. There-was a
rhamentary halt in the advancinS column; all were dis-

mayed at thedreadful. event.
De Courcy and Grantham, having abandoned their horms,,

new bore their beloved leader to the side of the road, in
,or&er , to admit of the unimpeded proggress of the'men. Even

in bis last momeMs the Gèneral had no other thought but
fot the duty in which he was engaged.

ce Bid them moye on, De Courey,-" he, said in a faint voice,
as he remarked the sudden check which had been * en to0O'LV
flS advance by bis &IL Then.. as if obeffient to the com-

inand) they renewed the ascent, each man eyeing him as he
past with a look in which. deep sorrow and adesire to, avenge

his death were intimately blended. Cc Forty-Ninth, I have
-«.erved with you from boyhôod, and if" ye would .1 die with

bonor this dey-carry thvse heia,-4ts."ý
Iere was a deep murmur through the rahks of both com-

panies, that showed how each and aU were affected by this
appealing adâress of the dying officer. At that moment
there arose a loud shont from thie hill, as of triumph at the
M of -him, they moumed. They answered it with the
-'fierS e_"ssion ýof m'en resolved to, tum that -éhont -d tri-

umph into a cry of woe ; ana excited maddenedý infusiated.,
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yet with a steadiness of movement that claimad the admira.
tion even of their enemies, dashedý heedless of the cralling

fire of the riffemen, up the steep.
Left alone with the dying General, it became a first con-

sideration with the young officers to convey him (provided
he could bear removal) to some spot out of reach of the

enemyls fire, where he might breathe his last moments iù
peace.

As Henry Grantham. glanced his eye towards an old un-
tenanted building that lay some fifty yards off the road, and
which he conceived fully adapted to the purpose, he saw the

form. of a rifleman partly exposed at a corner of the buildingý
whose action at the moment was evidently that of one in the

act of loading his piece. The ielea that this skulking enemy
might have been the same who had given the fatal death-

wound to his beloved Chief, added to the conviction thai he
was preparing to put the coup de grâcé to, his work, filled

him with the deepest desire of vengeance. As the bodies of
several men, picked off by the tirailleuýs, lay along the road.,
(one at no great distance from the spot on which he stood,)
he hastened to secure the nearest musket, which, as no shot
had yet been fired by the English, he knew to be loaded.

Leaving De Courcy to support the head of the General,
the youna- _ý%id-de-Camp moved with due caution towards
the building; but ere he had gone ten paces, hebeheld the
object of his pursuit issue altocrether from thé cover, of the
building, and advance towards him with his rifle at the trail.
More and more convinced that his design was to, obtain a

nearer approach5 with a view to a more certain aimce he
suddenly halted, and raised the musket to his shoulder. In
vain was a shout to dessist dttered by the advancinS man-
in vain was his rifle throwà aside as if in t9ken of the ab-
sence of ali hostile purpose. The excited Henry Grantham
heeded not the words-saw not the action. He thought
only of the danger of his Generalý ýnd of his desire to, avenge
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his fall. He fired the rifleman stao-crered3 and putting Ue
hand to his breast -

My brother ! oh, my unhappy brother VI he exclaimed
and sank senseléss to the earth.

Who shall tell the horror of the unfortunate young- Aid-de-
Camp, at recoo-nlzi*ncr in the supposed enemy his long mourn-
ed and much loved Gerald-motion, sense, life, seemed for
the instant annihilated by the astoundina» consciousness of
the fratricidal act :-the musket fell from his hands, and he who,
had never known sorrrow before, save throuo,h those most
closely linked to his warm affections, was now overwhelmed,
crushed by the mountain of despair that fell upon his heart,

Iý7 It was some moments before he could so far recorver from the
_Iï stupor into which that dear and well remembered voice had

plunged him, as to perceive the possibility of the wound Dot
beinS mortal. The thought acted like electricity upon each
stupified sense, and palsied limb ; and eacer with the renewed

hope, he bounded forward to the spot where lay the unfortu-
nate Gerald writhino- in his a0ony. He had fallen on his
face, but as Henry approached him, he raised himself with
one hand, and with the other beckoned to bis brûG-ber to draw
near.

Great God, what have I done!"' exclaimed the unhappy
Henry, thtowin himself in a paroxysm. of despair upon tfie
body of his bleedina- brother. 4G Gerald, my own beloved

Gerald, is it thus wec méet agaîn. Oh! if you would not kill'
me tell me that your wcund is not mortal. Assure me that
1 am Dot a fratricide. Oh Gerald., Gerald ! my brother, tell
me that ou are not dyino-

y 09
A faint smile pa-sed over the pale haggard féatures of

Gerald : he grasped the hand of his brother and pressed it fer-
ventIv. sa iniry

Henry, the hand of fate is visible in all thii, therefore
on c demn not y ourself for that which was inevitable. I knew

ef the attempt of the Americans to possess themselves of



the heights., and I crossed over with them under favor of
this disguise, determined to find death, combatting at the side
of our &allant General. Detachincymyself from the ranks, 1
but waited the advance of the British column to remove froin

my concealment-you know the rest. But oh, Henry! if you
could divine what a relief it is to me to part with existence.,

you would not wish- the act undone . This was all 1 asked : to
see you once more-to embrace you-and to die. Life offéred
me ne hope but this.11

Gerald expressed himself with the effort of one laboring
under stron& bodily pain; -and as he spoke he again sank ex-
hausted upon the ground.

cc This packetlý he continuedý taking one from the breast
of the hunting fro-c- he wore , and handing it to his brother,

who, silent and full of agony., had again raised his head from,
the ground and supported it on his shoulder; 46 this packet,
Henry, written at varions times during the last fortnight,

will explain all that has passed since we last parted, in the
Miami. When I amno moreýreadit; and whileyoumourn,
over his dishonor, pity the weakness and the sufrerings of the -
unhappy Gerald.-

Henry was nearly frantic, the hot tears fell from his burn-
in;g, eyes upon the pale emaciated cheek of his brother-and
h e groaned in ao-ony.

cc Oh,'God 113 he exclaimed, how shall I ever survive
this blow-y brother! ohý my brother 1 tell me that you

forgive me.>1
cc Most wiUingrly ; yet what is there to be forgiven ? You

took me for an enemy and hence alone your error. It was
fate, Henry. A dreadful doom has long been prophesied to

the last of our race. We are the last-and this is the con-
summation. Let it console you however to think that, though

your hand had not slain me another's would. In the ranLs
of the enemy I should have fbuÉd-Henryý my Idnd,, my.
aWeetionate brother-your hand-there-there-what drea&«».

T 2
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ful faintness at my heart-Matilda, it is my turn now-Oh.,
God have mercy, oh-"

While this scene was passing by the road side between the
unfortunate brothers, the main body of the British force had

come up to the spot where the General still lay exp**nlS la
the arms of De Courcy, and surrounded by the principal of
the medical staff. The majority of these were of the Regi-
ment pr ously named-veterans who had know and leved
their gallant leader durin S the whole course of his spotiese
career3, and more than 'one rude hand might be seen dashino-
the tear that started involuntarily to the eye. As the colors
of the Forty-Ninth passed before him., the General made au

efFort to address some language of encouragement to his old
Corps) but the words, died away in indistimt murmurS5
and wavin& his hand in the- direction of the heights,, he sank

ba-ck exhausted with Ïhe effort., and resigned his gallant spm-t.
for ever.

For wme minutes after life had departed, Henry Graýt;ham
cont-nued -te hang over the body of his ill-fated brother., with
an intenseness ef absorption that rendered him heeèless even
of the rapid fire of musketry in the advance. The so=îd
of De Comeyýs voice was the first thing that seemed to caU
ilim te -cou-sciousness,. De Courey had heard the cry uttered.

the latter en receivinc the fatal shot, and his imagination
had too, faithfully portrayed the painfal scene that had en-

Sued. A friend of both brothers, and particularly attached
of late to the yonnger f-rom the similar nature of their service,,
lie ww inenressibly shocked, but still cherishko- a hope that
the wound might not be attendèd with loss of life, he expected.

to, find his anticipations realized by sôme communication
from bis frien& Finding however that the one rose not, and

Tmarlring that the genel-al demeanour of the other was that
of profémnd despair., he, began at length to draw the most
=favorable conclusion3 and emsing the body of his Com-

Smder to te bome under Sver of the -buildin& unâl pmper
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ineans of transport could be fonad5 he hasten d to ascertain
the full extent of flie tragedy.

The horror and dismay depicted in his friend's counte-
nance were speedily reflected on his own, when he sgw that
the unfortunate Gerald, wholse blood had completely satura,
ted the earth on which he lay, was indeed no more. Language
at such a moment would not only have been superfluôus, but
an insult. De Courey caugght and pres-sed the hand of his
friend in silence. IýÙe unfortunate young man pointed ta
the dead body of his brother, and burst into tears. While
these were et flowing in a fulness that promised to givey CD 

Jrelief to his oppressed heart, a loud shout from the' 'British
ranks arrested the attentionof both. Ile sound seemed to
have an electric effect on the actions of Henry Grantham.
For the first tâne he appeared conscious, there was sueh a
thinS as a battle beino,-fought.
ccDe Courcy 111 he said starting up, and with sudden anima-
tion GG-why do we linù-er here-tâe dead and he pointed

first to the body of flie General in the distance;---7and then ta
bis brother cc the wretched dead claim ne service from us now.1-7

,cc You axe riýht, Henry, our interest in those beloved ob-
jects bas caused us to be mind-less of our daty to ourselvý«,--
Seeý ton. how the flankers have cleàred the brow of the hill
fer flie advance of the mainbody. Victoxy is our own-but
alas ! how dearly pruchased PI

How dearly pwchase4 indeed !11 responded Henry, in a
tone of such heart-rendincr agony as caused his friend fo re'.

-pent the allusion. De Courcy keep this packâ, and should

,, let it be sent to uncle, Colonel D'Ecrville."
De Courey accepted the trust, and the y oung men mouated

-fbeir herses, whieh a Canadian peasant had held fer them in
the me= fime, and dashing up theascent.,,.çoon found them-
selves wbem tbe actio-n was hcýtest.

Buming-*âh -reveno,-e3 the fank companies had already
zucceeýIei4 de'spite of a het and incessauf flreý in inîng the
hetts., and here fer a consiaerable time they maktaine.
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the struS e unsupported ao-ainst the whole force of the en&-
my. AIready their bayones had cleared for themselves a

passage to the more even ground, and the -,ý-mericâns, dis-
mayed at the intrepidity of this handful of assailan . were

evidently beginninçr to waver in their ranks. A tout of
victory, which was'answeréd by the main body of the English
troops, just then gaininc the summit of the hill completed0 5

their disorder. They stoad the charge but for a moment,
then broke and fled, pursued by their excited enemies in
every direction. The chief object of ,the Americans was to
gain the cover of a wood that lay ata short distance in theïr
rear but a body of militia with some Indians havincy been
sent round to occupy it the moment the landinom of the Ame:-0 1 1

ricans was made known, they were driven back from this
their last refuge upon the open ground., and with considerable
lob-S.

Thus he-mmed in on both side&--the rifles of the militia
and Indians on one hand ; the bayonets of the British force
on the other-the Aniericans had no other alternative than,

throw down their arms or perish to the last. M-any surren.-
dered at discretion, and those who, resisted were driven at the
point of the bayonet, to the verge.eî the terrifie precipices.

which descend abruptly from the Heigghts of Queenston..
Here their confusion was at. the hi-ahest-som' e threw down

their arms and were saved, others precipitated themselves
down the abyss, where their bodies were afterwards found.,

crushed and mangled in à manner to render them scarcely
recoogmizable everi as human beings.

It was at the moment ivhen the Americans., driven back
by the, fireïrom. the wood, were to be seen flying in despair
towards the frowning precipices of -Queenston, that De

Courcy aýd Grantham, quitting their horses at the brow of
the.,hill, threw themselves in fro-nt of the victorious and still

leading flank companies. Carried away by the excitement
of bis feelings, Granthim was considerably in advance of bis
companion, and when the Americans, yielding to the ranic0

01
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which had seized themý flew wildly, madly, and almost un-
concious of the danger, towards- the precipice, he suddenly

found himself on the very verge, and amid a group of irre-
glilars, who ariivino- at the brink and seeino- the hell that

yawned beneath, had turned to seek a less terrifie death at
the hands of their pursuers. Despair, rage, agony, and even
terror, were imprinted on the countenancelt of these, for they

fought under an appareRt consciousneýs of disadvantage, and
utterly as men withoutJiope.

44 Forward ! victory!" shouted Henry Grantham, and his
sword was plunged deep into the side of- hïs nearest enemy.

The man fell, and writhina- in the last agonies of death,,
rolled onward to the precipice, and disappeared for ever

from the view. ýI
The words--the action had excited the attention of a tall,

muscular., ferocious lookino- rifleman, who., hotly pursued by a
couple of Indians, was crossinc the open o,,Tound at his full
speed to gain the main body of his comrades. A ball struck
him just as he had arfived'-within a few feet bf the spot

where Henr stood, yet still leapino- onward, he made a des-
parafe blow at the head of the officer with the butt end of his
rifle. A quick movement disappointed the American of his

aim, yet the blow fell so violently on the shoulder that the
stock snapped sudde'nly asunder at the small of Ahe butt.

Stung with pain, Henry Grantham turned to behold his ene-
my. It'was Desborough The féatures of the settler ex-

pressed the most savage and vindictive passions, as with the
barrel of the rifle upraised and -clenched in both his iron
hands, lie was about to répeat his blow. Ere it could descend

Grantham, had rushed in upon him, and his sword still
réckincy with the blood it had so recently spilt3 was driven to
the very hilt in the body of the settler. The latter uttered
a terrifie scream in which all the most infernal of humun
passions wèr wlidly blended, and casting aside, his rifle,
seized the yïntr officer in his powerful gripe. Then ensued

contest the most strange and awful ; the settler using eve
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endeavour to gain the edge of the precipice, the ither strug-
glinu- but in vain., to free himself from his hold. As if by
tacit consent, both parties discontinued the strug e,, and be-
came mere spectators of the scene.

Cc Villain !" shouted De Courcy, who saw with dismay the
terrible object of the settler, whose person he had ' recogni4ed
-4c if you would have quarter, release your hold.De

But Desborough, too much given to his revenge to heed
the words of the Aid-de-Cam*5 continuéd silently, yet with
advantage, to drag his victim nearer aiÎ4 nearer to the fatal
precipice ; and every man in the British ranks felt his blood

to, creep as they beheld the unhappy officer borne., notwith-
standing a desperate resistance, at each moment nigher to
the brink.

"For Heavenes sake, advance and seizé'himIl exclaimed
the terrified De Courcy., leaping forward to the rescue.

Acting -on the hint, two or three of the most active of the
light infantry rushed from the ranks in the direction taken

by the officer.
Desborough saw the rnovement, and his exertions to deféat.

its object became, considering the loss of blood he had sus-
tained from his wounds, almost Herculean. He now stood
on the extreme verge of the precipice, where he paused for
a moment as if utterly exhausted with his previous efforts.
De Courcy was now within a fe w feet of his unhappy friend,
who still struggled ineffectually to Jree himself, when the

settler, suddenly collecting aU bis energy into a final and des-
parate effor4 raised the unfbrtunate Grantham from the
gmund, and with a loua anaexulting laugh., dashed his foot

violently against the edge of the emg, and threw himself
backward into the hideous abyss.

A -cry çof bx)rrer from the lips of De Courcý' was answered
by a savage sbout of vengeance from the British ran . On
rusýèd the Une with their glitterino, bayonets, and at a pace

wbieh scarcely left theïr enemies time to, sue for., much less
obtain quarter -shrieks and groans rent the atxnosphere., and
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ab.ove the horrid din, might be heard the wild and greetina,
cry of the vulture and the- buzzard., as -the mangled bodies of
the Americans rolled from rock to rock., crashinc the autum-
mal leaves and dried underwood in their fall, some hanging-
suspendëd by their rent, garments to the larger trees encoun-
tered in their course-yet by far the greater number falll*-nc,
into, the bottom of a chasm into, which the- sanbeam had

never yet penetrated. The picked and whitened bones may
be see% shining through the deep gloom that envelopes

every part of the abyss, even to this day.

TUE "D.
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in the inscription, for "1500 men," read "1720 mnen."
Page 4, line 33, for IIadversify,"1 read Ildiverrf"

44, Il 10, for "cBrava,"l read "IlBravo."
<'78, Il 4, for "'undisputable," read "16indisputable."

81,4 9 for "sound of promise," read Ilword of pro-
mise-" ::1,fr, d%~odt

"11138, CC 17, for Ilunmeasurably," read "11immeasurably."
C144, 17 "o lin regard of,"' read "in regard o."

cl 145, 8,for Ilthere is," réad &Ithere are."'
cC 166, 'I 32, for "11Identlil, read CCIIdentical."

C177, Il 33, for "lto sayi4 .z," read cl s0 saying."'-
cc 185, cc 9, for "1l ast iwo files," read Illast few files."

"1212, Il 7, for "l'metamarphosed, read "11metamorphosed."
VOLUME il*

Palme 11l une 19, for CCscuddling," rcad Ilscudding,."
CC11, "20, for "from these,"- reail "1frons the noise."
1'44, cl 5, for I"vengmeane," read "lvengeance."'
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"58, CC30, for ""in the bear skin,"' rend "into the bear

skin.
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"175, 24, for "if.," read Il it."

1775 C 14, for Ilhave,"' read 111had."
c182, cc 24, for CC on,"ý read I'C

0
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CC 13, "13,for Il condition on which," read Ilthe period

209$ 12, for CCl shail," read 'Ilshoud.'-'

'212 "21, for "only reward.,"- read "full reward."e



ADVERTISEMENT.

NIEW EDITION OF cc WACOUSTA.-Il

Triz 111 C.&N.&iDi.iN BIELOTEMRS51 bem"g, as it will be observed, a
continuation of "' WACOVSTA"-an abridged and very imperfect
edition of which has been printed in the United States., and aven it
being nearly out of type, a reviseil republicatiod of the latter
work, containino- all the passages which bave been omitted in the

American reprint, will issue from, the press during the ensuing
summer.

As the publication will be got up precisely in the same style with
the present work, and at the saine dim*ùshed price to subscribers,
an opportunity will thus be offered to tbe pouessors, of the "Il Cana-
dian Brothers" to complete their set.

Montreal, January, 1840.

E X T R A C T S

PROM NOTICES OF WACOUSTAj BY THE LOT41DON PIRESS.

el4

The merit of this novel consists in the spmt of its historical
pictures, whieh possess at least the consi3tency of truth. The
writer displays no ordinary share of graphie powerý and he has the

rare talent of "' rendering a fearful battle in music." 1-là, descrip-
tions of scenery are well executed, but unfortunately they am rare.
-. 8thenSum.

As a lively and a:dmîrable description of these scenes of cruel
warfare, as a faithful picture of the wild and desolate countryj and
as affording an accurate view of the state of the colonies at the
time when a mistak-en policy temPted us to waste our blood and
treasure upon their conquest and preservation.7 these volumes Must



bq rece;ved with pleasure. The work lays but small claim. to the
character of a novel-but it possesses the higher merits of historical
truth, and turns up a 3oil which the ploucrh of literature has hitherto,0

hardly enteied. On that account it is valu able .-. 81 las.

We felt as little disposed to notice this novel as we do the ma-
jority bf those fictions which come forth in endless abundance, with
no apparent tendency but enfeebling the character of our literature.

We opened Wacousta with much the same feeling of distaste, but
we soon discovered it to be a work of higher order, well written
and full of ânimated, bold and natural incidents-its. pictures of

American scenery and Indian warfare: of the veno-eful spirit of the
Red Skin and the iniquity of the White Skin ; of the desperate fero-
city of the outlaw, and the enduring tenderness of woman, are
worthy of our best writens of 1-listorical Romance.-Morning Post.

We have just reaa with the greatest interest, a nèw novel named
Wacousta, or the Prophecy,'- by the author of "Il Ecarté,'-' and

can warmly recommeud it, as one of the most attractive fictions we
have recently perused. The tradition on ýwhich it is founded, was
imparted to the author., while servinS in Canada, and this is inter-

woven with wild descriptions and shretches of character, quite equal
to the highly gifted Cooper; while it pessesses the charm, to Eng-lish

readers in which that «reat writer is deficient, viz : the persons
inost deserving of exciting sympathy and admiration are all British.
The principal scencs occur in a garrison, and the author bas betrayed
no ordinary talent, in investing all the characters, usually found in
such a situation, with some distiuguishinS point of interest, which

akes the reader lono- to hear more of them. The noble, haughty,
and stern character of the native Red Shins must alwavs render
thern a powerful theme: these have been treated most skilýùlly, and.
with a complete ori-winality which was no easy task, consiÏerinS
the various novels lately feunded on this extraordinary race. In o
casional short digressions, the autlior evinces much knowledge of
the refined feelings of hurnan nature, and perhaps to this may
be ascribed. the unusual Sood taste of abstainino, from those tedious
love scenes,, and romantic dialoo-ues,, which, in the common run of»
novels, are so apt to disSust the fastidious. One poiverful tale of
feeling is related with a truth and force wbich içill absorb the reader's,
attention deeply, and gratify even the most romantie and melancholy.

Altoo-ether we know not when we haye perused a work so well cal-
ulated to suit the various tastes which exist amonr, readers of

fiction.-Miss Sheridan, Court ]VIagazine.Y

The scenc of this tale is laid chiefly in the Canadas, and th.-, time
oÇ attion is about the middle of the last centÙry-aii epoch in tbe

ci
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inew world, as well as the old, rife with all the elements of change and
revolution. The tale is an interesting one, for it abounds in character
and incident, and the scenic descriptions have the advantacre of beino-

drawn from life, the author having hiniself, as he'inform'85 us,, been
farniliar with the local peculiarities of every landscape he un-
dertakes to delineate. His introductory sketch of the North West-

ern settlement of America is drawn with the minute geographical
accuracy of a Guthrie or a Robertýon, and affords a fairovoucher
for his fidelity in other matters. We like Wacousta the better
because there is no sickly sentimentality about it; an air of truth
and reality pervades it from the first to the last chapter.-Sun.

The perusal of this novel has afforded us more satisfaction than
any thing of the kind whieh has fallen within the range of our read-
MOI for many a long day. Perhaps --ve may have met with volumes
containing a deeper seated interest. but rarely any that have united

so much Suinplicity with eloquence of style.
The tale-and it is one that will pleas- every reader-is laid in
America, 'Il a spot," as the writer says, 'Il hitherto untouched by the

wand of the modern novelist." Charmingly has ho occupied the-new ground, and beautifully has he described the localities and the
incidents to which they mive rise in the course of his work.

It will require but sleiider thought to perceive, by the enthusiastie
ardor of the pen, that the author fias been bred fo a military life,
and that he is a man of very stiperior acquirements, and possessed
of intellect and taste that iriust render him an ornanient in the
tented field, as well as the field of literature. 1

If -%ve had spacefor extracts we should injure the work by giving
them, for it is only by the combined effect of the i%,hole, that Ive

eau estimate one of the ajost dý,-1Î:rhtfùl stories that lias issued from
the press for some time.-Satirist.

The plot and incidents of thi.-ý military novel, the scene of which
is laid in Canada, about the midffle of the last centurv, are altoge
ther of the most striking description, and illustrate more than any
work of fiction -ive have lately perused the proud and inflexible char-

acter of the North American Indians lilhose fierce hostility to the
Eno-lish. soon after the conquest of the Canadas fromý France, as

exemplified in their but too successful attempts, by stratagem,, on
thé several garrisons along the frontier, has formed the chief ground-

work of the aulhor. To those who ivould learn something of the
wiliness and subtilty of argument which distinguish the American

Indian, we sfrongly recommend the two council scenes in the second
volume, both of which are h:,O»hly illustrative of the blended cunfiing

alid i-nagnanimity of spirit ofothis'extraordinary ý and rapidly disap-
pearing people. The main interest of, the story is attached to the

fortunes of the only two fortresses that haýe escaped the general
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fate; and which, euf off from all coMmunication by the be3i i
savages, uùdergo every privation and anxiety that can be endured

by men- sà perilously situated. The chief scene of action is laid ia
the neig-hbourhood of Détro*4 the scenery around which is describ-
ed, not only with à graýhic hand, but with a fidelity that proves the

author to be perfectly familiar with his subject. To detail the plot
more fully, howeyer, would be to, take from the intense interest that
attaches to, the story throughout. We will merely content ourselves,

therefore., with adding, that the w" three volumes is a succession
of rapid and stirriù-S adventure, over which the reader will scarcely

suffer himself to pause until be has arrived at the close. The treat-
ment of the brave, * oble, but unfortunate Frank Halloway-the

sufferings of the gentle Charles de Haldimar-the departure and
adventures of the two officers on their almost bopeless mission to
warn the distant fortress of its impending danger-the subsequent

fall of that fortress and the fate of its o-allant defenders-the cat>-
ture of the schooner in the Siuelair-the fearful story of Wacous s
wrongs, and the ao-ony of Clara de Haldimar while listening to it

in that warrior's tent-all these are instances of the deep and un-
swerviüÉ interest with which the author has contrived to invest a

large proportion of the individuals who Qgure in his pages.- United
Service.

INIONTREAL: JOHN LOVELL, rriNTER.
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