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March
Seventeenth

1921»

Dr. 3. R. Lomer,
Librarian, McGill University.

Derr Dr. lomer:-

11th, I wish to statiTthat ieîter of March
have approved of the a n-vinr " , °'f of Governors 
Percy S. .Xobbs as the °/ p^fes. or
to the Library. Th- of the extcnsi
are, therefore author^L~oraiT Committee 
regarding «2® ** to consult him

<-
consulted only i fc Mr* Lobbs will be
connection with ?h £ 2^25 fe;>? work directly in changes you cons3 tar tiaaa >l0n* Some of the other ™ . rtakLV our te -11

Yours faithfully,
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Principal.

I

àBr.4\ r:

:

.

■

...

-£
>to



LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL

Ph D ,GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A.,
LIBRARIAN

March 11, 1921.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal,
McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur:

At a meeting of the Special 
Library Committee held yesterday after- 

thorough inspection of the build
ing was made and the enclosed memorandum 
of proposed changes was approved. I was 
directed to communicate this to you and 
to ask for your authority to take up the 
matter immediately with the architect 
designated by you.

noon a

It is to be noted that the pro
posed re-arrangement of the rooms in the 
present building will provide a much need
ed periodical room, a students1 room, and 
seminar rooms, and that these changes will 
not involve any expensive remodelling. In
deed, in most cases it will involve merely a 
shifting of furniture.

Faithfully yours,

University Librarian.Enc .



__________ __________________________________________________________________________
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March 10, 1921*

SPECIAL LIBRARY COMMITTEE

MEMORANDUM OF PROPOSED CHANGES

A. RE-ARRANGEMENT OF ROOMS IN PRESENT BUILDING

Old Law Library Room to be cleared and books placed 
in top floor of Old Stack, access to which will be 
obtained by cutting a staircase through the floor 
of the present New Law Reading Room. This portion 
of the Stack to be separated from the rest by a grat
ing. Additional table space to be provided in the 
New Law Reading Room, and current law periodicals to 
be moved to the southern side of the adjoining gallery 
over Main Reading Room.

Books on the top floor of the Old Stack will be pro
vided for by construction of new extension.

Cataloguing Department to be placed in Old Law Library.

Material in Blue Book Room to be moved to top floor of 
Old Stack.

« /V Order Department and Library.of Congress Catalogue to 
be placed in present Blue Book Room.

/VI Old Classical Room- to be assigned to Librarian's Secre
tary and University Papers.

VII Cataloguing Room to be made into a Periodical Room.

/VIII Librarian's former office (now housing Order Department) 
to be assigned to the University Book Club.

IX Professors' Room to remain Librarian's Office, as at 
present.

Present Periodical Room to house the Emma Shearer Wood 
Library of Ornithology and office of Travelling Librar
ies, as at present.

XI North side of Gallery over Main Reading Room to contain 
steel filing cases for pamphlets at present stored in 
Room No* 4 in Basement.

.yXII Present Pamphlet Room in Basement to be cleared and 
used, as formerly, as a seminar room.

Room No. 5 to be cleared as soon as seismograph is re
moved and made available as a seminar room.

Room No. 3 to remain as special library of the Depart
ment of Commerce.

I

/
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V in 
vAv

X.

s/xill

V xiv
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xv Books in present Travelling Library Hoorn to be 
removed to half-floor of Old Stack contiguous 
to present Shipping Room, entrance to this Stack 
being made by a door through the present wall. 
This half-section of the Stack to be separated 
by a grating in a manner similar to the top floor 
assigned to the Law Library.

Present Travelling Llbrariea Room to become Stu
dents Common Room and to be made?fireproof.

v/xvil Adequate electric wiring for present Stack.

y
XVIy

B. MEW CONSTRUCTION

I A wing to be added at the south end of the present 
building » running east and west, with a ground floor 
entrance on McTavish Street. g na 1±oor

II Small lobby and staircases at McTavish Street

a s * a f ? re rroof1^1 basement, to be arranged
a& a _disproof Exhibition F.oom reached from the lobby.

end.
Ill

IV Underground Stack, or, the remainder of Exhibition 
Room iloor, to be storage for valuable

rf K« This space is absolutely necessary to house 
the aiesen and Morgan Collections, and to provide 
space .Lor. the public Library exhibitions.
Kext three floors to be

books, etc.

V so arranged that
(a) McTavish Street end contains a special 

reading room with stack storage immed
iately connected.

(b) Two storeys of stacks to each reading 
room.

These special libraries and stacks to 
be allotted to the Blackader Library of 
Architecture, the Blacker Library of 
Zoology, and, possibly, the Emma Shearer. 
Wood Library of Ornithology.

(c)

VI If the new construction runs far enough to the 
east the remaining portion of the stack at the east
ern end should be connected with floors of the 
cent Stack in each precase to provide for expansion.

VII Upper portion of new construction to provide addit
ional etask room.
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LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL

GERHARD R. LOMER, MA., PhD.,
LIBRARIAN February 5, 1921.

I ■
Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal 
McGill University.*

Dear Sir Arthur:
I am directed by Mr. William 

M. Birks, Chairman of the Special Lib
rary Committee appointed by you, to re
port that this Committee held its first 
meeting, with a full attendance (Mr. 
William M. Birks, Mr. F. Cleveland Morgan, 
Dr. W. G. M. Byers, Professor H. A. Smith, and Dr. G. R. Lomer ), on February 4th, and 
considered in detail the recommendations 
of the Library Committee as expressed in 
the letter of January 4th to the Finance 
Committee, a copy of which is attached for 
reference.

.

The Special Committee unanimously 
and emphatically endorsed the proposals con
tained therein, and recommended to the Special 
Committee of the Governors on Buildings the 
following appropriations for the Library, it 
being understood from your instructions to the 
Chairman that the three items proposed by the 
general Library Committee should come within 
the scope of this Committee:

Total annual salaries for three 
new assistants to begin wrork on 
September 1, 1921.

r 6,600.00I.
IS

I
■
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Sir Arthur Currie.

#17,000.00Increased funds for books, 
periodicals, and binding.
( #l¥,000. added to present 
General Fund of #3,000. for 
books and periodicals : $3,000. 
added to present fund of #3»000. 
for binding ).

II.

After careful consideration of the 
present condition of the Library 
and the state of the book market 
abroad, it is the earnest recommend
ation of this Committee that their 
wishes in this connection be met 
immediately, so that the funds be
come available without delay, and 
any postponement of action in this 
connection would be markedly detri
mental to the interests of the Lib
rary and the University as a whole.

III. Appropriation for addition to the #135»000.CO 
Library building, construction to 
begin in the spring of 1922.
Your Committee will now concern itself 

with a detailed survey of the Library building, 
and will report separately on this point at a 
later date.

In conclusion, the Committee wishes to 
express its conviction that the immediate increase 
in the Library funds and the appointment of three 
assistants in September, 1921, are particularly 
urgent, and that not less than #133,000.00 should 
be designated for Library construction at the earli
est possible date.

Respectfully submitted,

Enc . Secretary, Special Committee.

WÊÊÊtÊKÊÊÊtÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊKÊÊÊKMÊIÊÊÊKÊÊI&IÊÊÊMi HBUHMM
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• The presentq„r. , 1 overorov/ded condition of the Library 
sary uo place books on he floor - * 
used up for s orage pur oses the

makes it
of on

even) ’ s
it* to orlibraries of gifts.

seven years' later.^No^drH t 0uiltj in 1595 and was enlarged 
last twenty years* The i -• mi + °n^ î??ce has been provided for the 
several years ago* and ni °f !f!ioient operation was passed 
the conditions undeî ih?h??ï6SSful Duslness oould tolerate 
The present congestion not library work has to be carried on. 
but upon possible donors Vn"1- reaots upon the University itself 
funds, upon th- nnh??? d conjunction with scarcity of
upon McGill a° '"n^ovî a V'h° are more and more coming to look
be fatal for McGill general reference library. It wouldfor this importb6ln« 111

Librar/^<?f nndiV^°US in asklnS Tor further funds, the
of the University & Anv^^ posatl?n from other departments 

iversaty. Any increase in its efficiency is directly

ofU
.mM: BE:

r'-.o.’; •Æ

f -Lpe library Committee unanimously 
for your approval the following 
irom the funds raised in

and urgently recommends 
_ „ appropriations for the Library

. The Centennial Campaign : ^
P* additional library assistants
C. Increased funds for books, binding 

and periodicals " 1
3. Addition to library building

$3,600

r àéO17,000 
155.00' 

$ 155,600
This recommendation is based

upon the following considerations:

• McGill Library statistics 
show a ste dy rate of growth and 
ube number of readers.

for the past twenty years 
recently a marked Increase in

when compared wit^those'o^snmp^ h?r+asslstanoe and purchases, 
college libraries, show that McGm^p7 rfpr®s?ntative American 
size far in funds for h™, L lVTB11 15 oehmd institutions of its 

IUnds for booKS and in number of assistants.

%

■

THF] LIBRARY, McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL, P.Q.

January 4. 1921
The Finance Committee

McGill University
Montreal, P.Q. m

I”.
Gentlemen : -
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-2-
in tihs interests of McGill as a whole. The Library therefore is 
not asking for itself, but that the Finance Conn-nit tee will bear 
in mind the imperative needs of the one department without which 
no university has been able to exist or flourish.

a I therefore beg that the Finance Commit Lee will not be 
content with a compromise, but will see fit to approve the 
urgent recommendations of the Library Committee as proposed 
above.V:;

■
Respectfully yours,

(Sgd) G.R. Lomer.

Secretary of the Library Committee
ii

En closure

'

E.V
■ % y-y;.j ,V :;J

'
; I
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1
V LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL

Ph.D ,GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A.,
LIBRARIAN February 2, 1921.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal,
McGill University.

,
V-Cv-w

Dear Sir Arthur :

As a memorandum of our conversation 
this morning regarding the scope of the Special 
Library Committee, may I ask you to send to 
Mr. William M. Birks, the Chairman, a note auth
orizing him to include with the question of an 
addition to the building the recommendation of 
the Library Committee for three additional assist
ants, and an annual increase of $17»000.00 in the 
funds for books, periodicals, and binding? Will 
you also be so good as to intimate to him whether 
the Finance Committee approved these two items as 
they were proposed in the letter from the Liorary 
Committee ? This Special Committee is to meet in 
the Library at five o»clock on Friday, February 4-th.

Faithfully yours,

.

University Librarian.

%

' ■
-



, «'hen I laid these matters
before the Finance Committee they w re re- 
xerre- to the Special Committee of he Board 
oi uoyernors appointei to advise as to the 
distribution of the funds raised in the 
campaign. I nave as Ire 1 you to serve as Con
vener o± a committee to consider proposed!Vhe Lltr8ry. -i3 these extensions -hen oompletea will Involve allitional library
^itS!antS^av ' larSer appropriation for the 
purchase of books, I think it would be in keep
ing with the functions of your special Committee 
to mention in your report to the Governors’ 
opecial uoamittee that the increased Library 
accommodation will involve the setting aside of 
a certain sum of money to provide the additional 
-rooks and the additional Library assistants*

I am sending you herewith two 
enclosures, one being the recommendations of 
-.ne üibrary Committee to the Finance Committee, 
arr the second being a copy of a letter from 
Messrs. I.’obbs & Hyde to the Librarian.

.

/ :

February
Second1921.

Wra. 11. Birks, Hs ., 
Phillips quare, 
Montreal. V.

Dear Mr. Birks:- -a

..

/ill you, therefore, attach 
_ your report in order to keep the

~iie complete and in order that the Governors* 
-mpoeiai Committee may be able to make a recommen
dation as to the increased accommodation, 
creased number of assistants and increased 
appropriation for the purchase of books.

Yours faithfully.

these letters to

in-

■ «
Principal.

•:*

x

m

c+
 C
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-Tri. Birks, 2sj. , 
Phillips Square, 
Montreal.

Dear Ur, iirks;-j

, I have considered it advisable to
gnan^e the personnel of the Library Committee and 
have - t ruck off Dr, Sattan*s name fend have asked 
-iT: Cleveland Morgan and Dr. G. M, Byers tofiCIr «

Yours faithfully.

Principal.

V.

*)()

I

*

!

i

I
| I

■

January
Twenty-sixth1921.

a

■
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a rasult of .your conclusions the It, is JQf oo^r°n "t"1,1' 18 '•;<3ûtor able *° Ms plans.

eSKFEFEiFaotlonstu<v-r-~ .2° ‘Py ^*t the go no mlv!5 ♦ tS or Public to got u-L-.Lt may or may not W 
programme.

as regards 
. I mention this 
of teachers,ar<f wrong Impressions as to one in the .matter of a building

Ocwttee togother." '4e' “* Blrk0 nIU «m the

Yours faithfully. ■

Prineipai.

-

Hear Sir:»
Special Library homdttoe.

7111 2ron consent to voznmlttee composed as follows;-
>Vsu .'£« Biri-ro,T>r, Gr. R. homer.

Professor Smith,
Mr. F. Cleveland Mornrn.
Hr.'(?. y. Byers.

ofrthoU ibrarv6, planslorlhreSunsion

at least.

servo on a

--,J '>'"Q senting^the -'ovornors,

o tho next ton years.

. #

Januaryîwentywsixth
1921»

*9

It

________________________________________________ ____ ____________________________________________
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■

iontroal, Jamnry SO/Sl.

<
Dear ; lr:«

GpoolaX Library Sosiittoo.

•ill you consent to serve 
vomraittoe compose] as folio; s : -

-r* M# Lirka, representing the Governors, ■)Ze s# » ,onert 
Dr. : ai,tan,

,Profes or Smith*

on a

«

:

îhls ommlttoc- has been constituted 
‘$r/-: '° f^3^006 of oonoi 'orinn plans for the extension 
of «.‘à'-°. "1Pn:ry ln order to proviie t.ocozmo ation 
au. ; lorent for the repair* monta of thb next ten years, 
at least.

/

Archlteot 0h0uo„ ,itl «LM'to^LTpî^.
- * ia* 0 sours©, to bo understood that any conclusions 
reached must be submitted to the avemors
xor their f-.pproval befoV : ny definite action as regards 
alteration or oonatruotion can bo taken. I mention this 
because I do not want the general body of toao. ore, 
students or public to ot -ny wrong 1 ipreaoions au to 
v,Mrt my or may not be done in the matter of a building 
programme. .

: Mr. m, i* Birks will <y.ll the
Committee together.

X/

, I

■t<9

Principal.
§

:
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January
Twentieth

1921.

«m. LI. Birko, ï3ue. 
Phi111 3 Square, 
lent real.

Soar ,r. Blrks:-

£**• =r. 0. B. 2urs^ a°^yp^s^8iter

Mavi,„ . . . _ ^ As a result of our meeting lastkonia^, night, I nave, after consultation with Dean 
Ad«ms, oolded to ask Brs. Lomer and Buttan and
nf0±f+i:0r ‘ 00 serv'e on the Special Librarycommittee. I vouli like you to take the Chair
manship jof that Committee.

Your3 faithfully.
*

Principal.

c

m F

.

m
■
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HENRY MORGAN & CO. LIMITED
COIOOTAI HOXJSE

MONTREAL

January 31, 1921.

Sir Arthur uurrie, 
Principal,
McGill University, 
MOI T H Ü A L.

Dear Sir Arthur:

I have been away in Dew 
York and only received your letter of 
January 26th, this morning.

I will be glad to act on 
the special Library Committee if 1 can 
be of service, but will be absent for 
about six f6) weeks in the near future. 
As, however, the Committee has been 
formed for the purpose of considering 
plans for the extension of the Library,
I presume that there will be no immediate 
action taken and thet I will be in time 
to be of service on my return.

Yours sincerely,

FCM/HEJ.
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JLIBRARY OF MCGILL UNIVERSITY

GERHARD R. LOM ER, M.A., Ph D.,
LIBRARIAN

M ONTREAL January 21,1921.

I Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal,

McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur

I shall be glad, to serve on the special Library Committee 

referred to in your letter of January 20th, to consider plans for the 

extension of the Library.

Faithfully yours,

University Librarian.



HENRY BIRKS&SONS

PH I LLI PS SQUARE 

MONTREAL

Montreal, Jan. 21st, 1921

Sir Arthur Ourrie, 
Me Grill University, 
CITY.

Dear Mr. Principal?-

May I acknowledge yours of 

of my appointment,with Dr. Lomer,yesterday advising 

Dr. liuttan anl Prof. Smith,to a special Library Committee.

me

I will gladly serve to the best 

already asked Dr. Lomer to call theof my ability and have

Committee together.

Yours faithfully.

V

v/mb/hb.


