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MEMOIR OF MRS. CHEVALIER,

WIDOW OF THE LATE THOMAS CHEVALIER, ES8Q., SURGEON EXTRAORDINARY
TO GEORJE 1V., BTC. ETC.

ZLirom a Sermon preached in Pembroke Chapel, Liverpool, or the occasion of ker death,

By the Rev.

TaE late excellent Mrs. Chevalier was
4 native of Wolverhampton. Her pa-
Tents, it would appear, were not pious
af the time of her birth, but were awak-
ened by the same instrumentality which
was blessed to their daughter. When
she was about fifteen years of age, the
neighbourhood of her native place was
visited by the Rev. George Whitefield,
whose ministry in that quarter, as in
“all other places,” was attended * with
demonstration of the Spirit and with
power.” It seized the attention and
aroused the conscience of our departed
fiend. The name of Mr. Whitefield,
and the immense assemblies convened
under the open skies to listen to the word
of life, to which at that early age she
gladly travelled miany miles on foot,
were never afterwards mentioned with-
.out-eliciting from her expressions of en-
thusiastic interest.

~ Mzs, Chevalier was early trained to
self-denial, and made to *‘bear the
yoke” in the ““youth” of both her natu-~
Taland spiritual life. Her father’s cir-
somstances were such as to make it her
duty 1o leave the pavental roof, and to
aid in her own maintepance. With that
xiew when gbout eightcen years of age
she came to Liverpool. The individuals
with whom she dwelt were unacquainted
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with religion, the theme which at that
time absorbed her mind, so that she felt
peculiarly friendless; and as the gospel
was then far from being so extensively
preached as it is at present, she con-
tinued fo be ‘“as a wandering bird
cast out of the nest,” until the Lord by
rather a singular providence drew her
into his church. It happened that when
walking alone one evening, dejected and
oppressed for want of Christian counsel
and sgmpathy, her attention was at-
tracted to two persons who seemed, she
supposed, to be going to a place of wor-
ship, and whose expression and demean-
our, it appeared to her, evinced Chris«
tian principle and affection. She was
disposed in mind to follow them. They
entered the smaller chapel in Byrom
Street, in which the Rev. Samuel Medley
then preached. His words, on that
Thursday evening, fell like dew on the
long thirsty soil. Not only were thev
the words of life and salvation, but they
came attended with the characteristics
of a preacher who was formed in the
school of Whitefield, and therefore the
better qualified to lead forward this
young disciple, The event of that even-
ing determined in many important re«
spects the whole course of her future
life. Erom that time she never deserted
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that house of God whilst it was possible
for her to attend it.  ** I felt,”” I remem-
ber her once observing, with her usual
emphasis, *“ that God was with the min-
ister and the people; and therefore I
said, ‘This people shall be my people,
and their God shall be my God.”” It
was not long before she became person-
ally acquainted with the excellent per-
sons who had first caught her attention,
and who proved to be the late Mr. and
Mrs. Hunter, a name yet much respected
in surrounding churches ; nor did she
fail to increase rapidly in knowledge and
in grace under the ministry of Mr. Med-
ley, by whom she was baptized and re-
ceived into the chureh about the year
1780.

It was not an unimportant issue of
this simple but remarkable providence,
that she was led into connexiontwith two
families, in succession, where she en-
joyed the highest religious advantages,
and whose faithful and Christian friend-
ship towards her for more than fifty
years was one of the greatest blessings
of her life. In these families she re-
mained during all her residence in Liv-
erpool at that period of her life, and the
extent to which the light of her example
shone in society is remembered grate-
fully by many who were at that time in
their earliest youth. Impressions then
produced she was afterwards permitted
to see carried out in the matured cha-
racters of some with whom she associ-
ated happily in her declining years.
How sweet the rewards of a youth spent
in the service of God!

After aresidence in Liverpool of about
fifteen years she was married to Mr.
Collyer, a banker, resident at Hanley in
Staffordshire. She was not long per-
mitted to enjoy this union, which was
eminently ¢“sanctified by the word of
God and by prayer,” for her husband
died of consumption a few years after-
wards, at Clifton. It was not likely,
however, that with a character naturally
so decisive and energetic, she would
quit that sphere without leaving evident
traces behind her.  The Christian, when
living up to his high profession, makes
every situation the better for his pre-
sence, and often renders the name of the
Redeemer fragrant long after his own
memory has expired. Tt was thus in
the case of our esteemed friend. She
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was affectad with the spiritual necessi-
*ies of her neighbourhood, and gave her-
self with such affection and humility,
such vigour and prayer to the work, that
before she left she saw a place of wor-
ship erected, and a faithful minister
placed over the congregation. Be
aroused, Christian women, to fill up
nobly and zealously the sphere you are
calledtofill! Let the examples of many
of your sex ‘‘ to glory gone” sustain your
courage and your faith!

Mrs. Chevalier was tried not a little
after the death of her husband by pecu-
niary difficulties. . From this circum-

-stance she was led, in conjunction with

two Christian friends, to establish a
boarding-school at Enfield in Middle-
sex; but even while filling that sphere,
for which she was admivably fitted, she
was not permitted to experience a com-
plete cessation of anxiety. She was fre-
quently brought into the greatest straits,
from which by the especial goodness of
God she was as frequently extricated—
discipline to which she was accustomed
occasionally to refer with the deepest
feeling, as proving, in the mest remark-
able manner, the faithfulness of God to
his promises, especially to those by which
he has bound himself never to suffer
his people to want *‘food convenient”
for them., I have more than once seen
her countenance assume that expression
of commanding energy which her most

intimate friends will well remember,

while with holy indignation she reproved

herself for permitting fears to harass her

mird when God had proved himself so

merciful in these her former troubles;

quoting at the same time those well-

known lines of Newton, as strictly ap-

plicable to herself—

“ His love in time past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink.”

When settled in Middlesex, our late
friend was transferred from the church
in Byrom Street, Liverpool, to that in
Keppel Street, London, then enjoying
the highest state of prosperity under the
ministry of the Rev. John Martin, This
occurred on May 2, 1802. Not long
after that time she was married to Tho-
mas Chevalier, Esq., whose name she
bore to herdeath. That gentleman was
highly esteemed in the medical profes-
sion, having been called to fill several
offices of great honour and responsibility.
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His Christian qualities were not less emi-
nent. His widow often referred to his
edifying ¢xample, and aseribed much to
theinfluence of his prayers. There can-
wot be a more decisive monument of his
intelligence and industry than that ad-
mirable selection of parallel passages,
formed by him, which gives its chief
value to Bagster’s English version of the
Polyglott Bible. The preface, also, to
that volume, which includes a brief, but
excellent treatise on the worth of the
holy seriptures, came from his pen, and
hears, as you may perceive, his initials.
In the society of such a man Mrs. Che-
valier grew in the knowledge of Christ,
and continued to abound in every good
word and work. The first and most
wrgent duties to which she was now
called were those of the family ; for her
husband, having been previously married,
had four danghters and a son, the eldest
of whom was about fifteen years of age.
If any situation required prudence, pa-
tience, affection, consistency, and prayer,
this above all others demanded them;
nor did God withhold from her his sus-
taining grace. She enjoyed, as she
well-merited, the eonfidence and affec-
tion of these children. As they rose into
life they appreciated her character, and
ferventlyreturned herlove. They never
tasted the bitterness of being motherless
from the time that she was united to
them until the moment her spirit de-
parted to glory. It is a great satisfac-
tion to be able to add, that all of them,
with the exception of one who died in
very early life, artached themselves to the
Saviour, and bore a Christian profession.

It was not, however, only in the fa-
mily that her example shone at this pe-
riod of her history : she threw her whole
soul into the church; iis interests were
precious to her heart; she longed to
hear the accounts given in its meetings
of what God had done for sinners; she
was ready with her affectionate counsels
to those whom she observed inquiring
for the way of life, and to those who had
just entered on the Christian pilgrimage;
whilst the young were, as they had ever
been, the delighted sharers of her kind-
ness. An esteemed friend, one of the
present deacons of that chureh, bears
the most emphatie and affectionate testi-
mony to her usefulness in that depart-
ment of duty.
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After a union of about twenty years
with Mr, Chevalier, she was called
upon to resign him to the Lord;
and, finding that her children were all
fully engaged in their respective fami-
lies, her thoughts reverted to the friends
of her youth in Liverpool, by whom she
was encouraged to settle amongst them.
She accordingly came hither about ten
years ago, and continued from that time
until the hour of her death to hold forth
amongst us a pleasing example of the
Christian character.  We may profitably
bring that example briefly nnder our
review.,

There was nothing, I think, more ob-
vious, even on the most transient ac-
quaintance with her, than that religion
was the element in which she lived.
Never could the opinion be more posi-
tively disproved than it was in her case,
that the exercises and duties of religion
are essentially irksome. So far from that
being true, they were her chosen means
ofconsolation. Instead ofbeing resorted
to only in affliction, in the house of God,
or at stated hours of devotion, they en-
gaged her attention at almost every mo-
ment of her life. It was religion that
formed all her tastes, directed all her
opinions, planted all her footsteps. It
was a portion which she adopted in
youth, which increased in interest as she
passed through the chequered scenes of
life, and which never yielded greater joy
than when she descended into the swell-
ings of Jordan.

The natural constitution of her mind,
as well, probably, as the peculiar disci-
pline of her life, led her to search for
consolation in the broad, obvious, and
prominent doctrines of the gospel, rather
than to press inquiries into profound
questions, or to seek the adjustment of
conflicting theories. This contributed
greatly to the perfect catholicity of her
spirit. Genuine piety had the same
charms for her wherever it was found,
or by whatever external furms it was
surrounded.

There was in her Christian experi-
ence much of adoration. She had the
greatest satisfaction in lying Jow ot
the feet of her Lord, and in contemplat-
ing the majesty and sovereignty of his
nature. Nothing seemed more grateful
to her spirit than a sense of her own no-
thingness and of his absolute supremacy.
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In onc of the last interviews I was privi-
leged to have with her, she exclaimed,
qasting her eyes and her hand upwards,
with an expression which nothing but
the deepest sincerity could have im-
parted—‘“I love the kingly office of
Christ; I wish him to rule in me and
over me : he has a right to do so.”

Immediately allied to this there was
true humility. I hardly ever knew a
person more deeply humble. Every day
she scemed to acquire stronger convic-
tions of the evil of sin, and as she ad-
vanced in life her self-accusations grew
more poignant and abasing. She was
often, indeed, in danger of embracing
the adjoining error, of refusing the con-
solations of the cross. She hardly ever
tasted spiritual comfort without ques-
tioning whether she had a right to it;
and the sweeter the joy the greater
seemed her self-suspicion. About the
beginning of her last illnessshe remarked
to me, # All I can say of myself is said
in those lines, ‘A guilty, weak,’—but
there again”’—interrupting berself with
that jealousy of which I'speak—~** I donot
feel these words as I ought; they donot
enter deeply enough into my soul; yet
surely I can by God’s grace say, J am ‘a
guilty, weak and helpless worm.””’

It is not my design to copvey the im.
pression that her experience was gloomy
orcomfortless. Parfromit. Therewas
no part of her character which was more
worthy of imitation than her habitual
cheerfulness. She met the various re-
verses of her early life, and bore the
burden of her accumulated years, with
an equal and contented mind, It was
this that made her even to the last a
pleasant companion, for she was always
ready to enter into the circumstances
and to share the joy of others; never
seeking to concentrate universal sympa-~
thy on hersglf. It often appeared to me
that she aimed to be cheerful on prin-
eiple; she believed that she could thus
only be useful to those around her, and
nsefulness, I believe I may safely assert,
was the raling passion of her life down
$o its very termination.

There were several other instructive

oints in her example, such as her very
careful and comprehensive perusal of
¢he scriptures ; her great liberality even
when her pecuniary means were slen-
der; her remarkable freedom from a
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petulant spirit, and from the vice of
speaking detractively of others; but I
draw to a close by adverting to her final
hours. Duringthefirstpartofthe iliness
with which she was visited at the be-
ginning of the present year, her desires
were chiefly directed to the attainment
of perfect conformity to the character of
God. This object appeared to absorb
all her feelings, and to call forth her spe-
cial supplications. Onmy firstinterview
with her, at that time, I was exceedingly
struck with her altered appearance, and
with her unusually heavenly expression.
Onseizing my hand she exclaimed, ¢ You
see my heart and my flesh fail ; 1 added
the words, ¢ but God is the strength of
my heart and my portion for ever;"
when she said, ** Yes, I grasp at him,
but cannot lay hold of him as I wish.
Purity ! purity! I wish purity that I
may be like God; I wish my heart
turned out that it may be thoroughly
cleansed and made meet for God, for
the holy, holy, holy God,” After some
time, still adverting to the same subject,
she said, ‘““Do you remember the first
toxt from which you preached in Liver-
pool?”  On mentioning the words, *“1
beseech you by the mercies of God that
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,”
she added, ¢“ Yes. But think of the last
words, ‘aceeptable’~-to whom ?—*¢to
God! What a sacrifice must that be!
—how holy, how spotless, how perfect!"

These desires, so truly characteristie
of the renewed mind, were not left un-
satisfied, There was evidently granted
to her, in the judgment of all her Chris-
tian visitors, an especial measure of
grace as she was led to the brink of
Jordan. The enemy of souls, whose
guile and eruelty she had often expe-
rienced, was suftered to gain no advan-
tage over her. Her soul became full of
the hope of glory, and abode more sted-
fastly under the radiance of heaven tha
at any former stage of her journey. Her
language repeatedly was—*¢ What a glo-
rious place is heaven,~I am just waiting
to enter in; what wonders await me!”
Nor did she seem ever to weary in re-
peating, with an energy that was asto-
nishing in her weak condition, changing
the emphasis every suecessive time from
word o word, the language of the
Psalmist—“ a¢ whose right hand there
are pleasures for evermore,”



LIBERALITY OF A POOR NEGRO, ETC.

It pleased God to relieve our vener-
ated friend from all suffering for several
days before her departure, so that it
was from pure bodily weakness, although
in more than youthful vigor of spirit,
that, altogether imperceptibly to her
attendants, she took leave of the church
below, early on Saturday, the 20th of
March, 1841, in the eighty-first year of
her pilgrimage, to the *city of habita-
tion.” Brethren l—listen to the hea-
venly admonition that ““you do show
the same diligence to the full assurance
of hope unto the end; that ye be not
slothful, but followers of them who
through faith and patience inherit the
promises.”’ -~ZLondorn Bap. Magazine.

NS —

LIBERALITY OF A POOR NEGRO,
“ God's work must be done, and I may be dead."”

The anecdote that follows, says the
New York Observer, we find 1n the
London Missionary Chronicle; and it
presents so striking a compliance with
the divine injunction, ** Whatever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might,” that we copy it. The story is
related in a letter from the West India
Mission.

“You will perceive a considerable
increase in the income of the station
during the past year. That increase
has been chiefly owing to a great effort
which the people are now making to-
wards a new chapel. In many instan-
ces I was obliged to restrain their liber-
ality. One incident occurred which I
shall never forget. In calling over the
names, to ascertain how much they
could give, I happened to call the name
of ¢ Fitzgerald Matthew.” ¢I am here,
sir,’ he instantly replied; and at the
same time I saw him hobbling with bis
wooden leg out of the crowd, to come
up to the table-pew, where I was stand-
ing. I wondered what he meant, for
the others answered to their names
without moving from their places. I
was, however, forcibly struck with his
apparent earnestuess. On coming up,
he put his hand igto one pocket and took
out a handful of silver wrapped in paper,
and said with a lovely kind of abrupt-
ness, ‘That's for me, massa.’ °¢Oh,’
1 said, ¢ keep your money at present, I
don’t want it now; I only wanted to
know how much you could afford to
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give; I will come for the money another
time.” ‘Ahk, massa,’ heveplied, * God's
work must be done, and 1may be dead ;'
and with that he plunged his hand into
another pochet and took out another
handful of silver, and said, ¢ That's for
my wife, massa.” Then he put his hand
into a third pocket, and took out a
somewhat smaller parcel, and said,
“That's for my child, massa;’ at the
same time giving me a slip of paper,
which somebody had written for him, to
say how much the whole was. - It was
altogether near, £3 sterling—a large
sum for a poor field negro with a wood-
en leg! But his expression was to me
worth more than all the money in the
world. I have heard eloquent preach-
ers in England, and have felt, and felt
deeply, under their ministrations, but
never have I been so impressed with
anything they have said, as with the
simple expression of this poor negro.
Let me never forget it; let it be en-
graven on my heart; let it be my motto
in all that I take in hand for the cause
of Christ—¢ God’s work must be done,
and I may be dead.’”

t—

THOUGHTS ON MINISTERIAL
EDUCATION.

Very Dear Sir,—I was much
pleased with the spirit that was mani-
fested, and the general tenor of the re-
marks that were offered upon the vari-
ous subjects which came before our last
Associations. Among them all, how-
ever, none has more absorbing interest
to me, than a Baptist Theological In-
stitution for Canada, and the elevation
of the standard of ministerial education
throughout the Province.

From what I have seen and know of
this part of the country I can state that
it is a goodly land, and I think I see
rising upon it the dawning of brighter
days: soon I trust will our Baptist In-
stitution arise and shine forth a cheerful
star of promise. Here let our young
men, who are designed by God for the
Christian ministry, resort and imbibe
their theology, not from any system of
divinity, or Confession of Faith, or por-
ular preacher, but pure from the oracles
of God, and in the language in which
they were indicted by the ?Ioly Ghost,
Let them go forth from it, ¢ seribes well

-
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instructed ;”’ and in some measure al
least, as the apostles from the school of
Christ, with one heart and one soul, and
thus overspreading the length and
breadth of the land, diffusing through-
out all the churches their own spirit,
imbibed at God’s altar, and from God's
truth.

The ¢ host of God’s elect” in Canada,
if marshalled by men of kindred spirit
and harmonious action, might be an
army, ¢ going forth conquering and to
conquer.” .And how is this harmony
in feeling, in sentiment, and in action
to be produced? Can it be accom-
plished by men from beyond the Atlan-
tic? Nay, and if it could be so done,
the men are not to be had: must it not
rather be effected by men from among
themselves, ‘“bone of their bone, and
flesh of their flesh.,” And how can they
better attain this unity of soul and
action, than by praying and studying
together in a general ** school of the pro-
phets,” like that which is now in ope-
ration, where a man of God is appointed
to teach them from the *‘ living oracles.”

Many I know are the objections in
Canada against such a seminary, and
some of them are perbaps worthy of the
serious consideration even of its best
friends. For there is no good thing on
earth that does not need to be guarded,
lest some evils attend it. There are
some honest and sincere Christians who
fear that if our institution arise to mag-
nitude, the idea will soon gain ground,
that none but educated men can and
ought to preach the gospel, and that
the light of science will soon be deemed
no less necessary for the ministry than
the light of heaven.

‘We are willing that any one on this
point should watch the institution with
a godly jealousy. We say ourselves,
¢ Woe betide the day when none but
classical lips are deemed worthy to pro-
claim Christ and him crucified—when
the poor shall be fed on chaff, when they
are hungry for the bread of life—when
the churches shall seek only for men of
literary fame, and overlook those minds
which are burning with fire from God's
own altar. Never may the time come
when none but men of a finished educa-
tion may speak of afflictions, the pre-
sence of Christ, his sympathy and love
~—when none but they may tell of the

EDUCATION.

grave vanquished by the cross, that
better resurrection and averlasting life.”
O, these are glad tidings, if not to the
rich, the elegant, and the refined, at
least to the poor, and those who walk
humbly with God. It matters not by
what instrumentality, if they come from
the heart they will sink into the heart,
bind up the broken spirit, and bring
tears of gladness from sinners’ eyes.

Now, more than at any other time,
we need thoroughly educated men, and
there are many stations which can be
successfully occupied by none but edu-
cated men; aad God, ever mindful of
the wants of the church, is graciously
supplying them with such men as the
time demands.  Still, many of the lights
of our church have been geprived of a
classical education ; and many sueh, we
trust, will be among those by vwhose
prayers and alms the%aptist Institution
shall be sustained. But sad and sor-
rowful would be the pillow on which
their heads would recline, if, after all
their hopes, and all their toils, that to
which I have alluded should ever be
realized—if men like themselves—men
after their own heart—should ever be
deemed incompetent, because they are
not liberally educated, to preach the
gospel of Jesus Christ. But let them
go forth from the Institutions, and let
the burden of their preaching be what
indeed is the burden of theirs, Christ
crucified, and there is nothing to fear,
Let them hide themselves, and all their
science and learning behind the cross,
and exhibit him who died upon it, as
exalted to become a Prince and a Sa.
viour,” let them, like the Apostle Paul,
say, ‘I have read the poets of Greece
and Rome; I have tried the science of
this world, and in comparison with the
wisdom of vedemption, I pronounce
them loss and dross,”’—and, I repeatit,
they have nothing to fear.

But that, perhaps, which is most of
all to be feared from an educated minis-
try is, that too great dependence will be
put on the aid of science, and too little
on that of the Spirit. That there is
danger on this ground we freely admit,
‘We are too prone to rely on that which
costs us much to obtain ; and true know-
ledge and science, if possessed, must be
acquired at immense labor. Whereas,
grace in the heart, faith in Christ, and
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all the gifts of the Spirit, like the wants
of life, are bestowed freely, or they are
not given at all; and yet they are of rara
attainment, since it is so contrary to the
propensity of the heart to throw itself out
of itself, and trust in God. I wonder
not at the most extravagant and cele-
brated fable of antiquity; that of the
giants piling Pelion upon Ossa, and
Ossa upon Olympus, in their attempts
to scale the battlements of heaven and
hurl Jupiter from his throne. Men are
prone to feel a kind of omnipotence, so
that, hard as may be the attzinments of
science, it isinfinitely easiertolabortwice
four years for a superiorit{ in literature,
and trust in that than really to feel one’s
emptinessand poverty,andtrustin Christ.
But let none on account of these evils
to which we may be exposed, and against
which we will labor and pray, think
that if such be the‘case with our Theo-
logical Institutions, we can better do
without them. Shall we then continue
in ignorance for fear that error will
ghound ? And is an ignorant ministry
indeed more safe than a learned and an
intelligent ministry ?  'We are not Ma-
homedans or Catholies to believe this.
—Notwithstanding the apprehensions
which have been alluded to, I desire
and expeet, to see my denomination rise
in intellectual refinement and power.
Our sentiments I approve, because I
believe them to be founded upon the
immoveable basis nf everlasting truth.
If our denomination has embraced the
truth, shall ours be the only community
in Canada to oppose liberal views, and
a thoroughly educated ministry ? My
soul is sick with hearing the reiterated
assertion by men of enlightened mind
and noble sentiments, that **if my eon-
science would have allowed, I would
have been almost any thing rather than
a Baptist.” While other denomina-
tions are advancing in benevolent and
concerted action, and are encouraging
and sending forth an enlightened minis-
try; the omnipotence of truth itself will
not sustain our cause in Canada, unless
the character of our ministry be elevated.
Let us not cease to pray, that young
men of ardent piety, and souad science,
and enlightened views, may go forth
from our%nstitution to elevate the char-
acter of our churches.
W. R.
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The following statement we consider
so full of interest, as showing a happy
combination of Christian love and firm-
ness in the midst of difficulties, that we
copy it from the London Baptist Mag-
azine for August. May the spirit of
intolerance ever meet with the like
manly and Christian resistance.—Eb,

ST, ANDREW 8, SCOTLAND.

The baptized members of the Inde-
pendent church at St. Andrew’s having
recently separated themselves from it,
and worshipped together in another
place, have issued the following explan-
ations of the reasons which have led to
to this procedure.

Address to the Congregation meeting
in the Town-hall, St. Andrew's, by
the Christian Brethren associated
there, 6th June, 1841.

Dear Frienps,—Youare entitled to
know the reasons which have led to the
separation of the brethren usually meet-
ing here from the church in Market
Street, particularly as erroneous state-
ments have gone forth on the subject.
In the outset, it is proper to state, that
we have hitherto walked in fellowship
with that church in the most cordial
manner; for many of its members we
entertain the greatest respect, and for
none more than their excellent pas-
tor. We differ from them on no mate-
rial point of doctrine regarding the faith
and hope of the gospel : their order and
discipline are identical with that which
we design to establish as regards church
government, the baptismalriteexcepted;
and, so far from cherishing any unkind
feelings towards them, we heartily wish
them God-speed in all that concerns
their happiness. But, of late, attempts
having been made to invade the rights
of those memhers who hold the obliga.
tion of believers, and believers only, to
be haptized by immersion, we found it
impossible, with a good conscience, to
bow to the doetrine of the pastor, as put
forth in a printed * Summary of Prine
ciples,” and since published in the Con-
gregational Magazine. In that docu-
ment, it is held to be ** disorderly,” and
** subjecting to discinline,” for the Bap-
tists ¢“ {0 use any direct influence, either
in public or vrivate, to inculcate or pro-
pagate their peculiar sentiments, by the
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circulation of tracts or books,” by
‘¢ conversation, or otherwise, among the
members of the chureh;” and, more-
over, ‘‘that they should abstain from
controverting the sentiments taught
from the pulpit on the points of differ-
ence.”” Now, although we have never
disturbed the peace of the church in
Market Street by a factious spirit of
hostility to infant baptism, neither laid
ourselves out to the work of proselytiz-
ing to our own views, we fecl that to
pledge ourselves to total silence on any
part of the divine will, even when called
in the course of providence to state our
views, were to resign our right of pri-
vate judgment, to be guilty of a cow-
ardly concealment of honest belief, and
to surrender the unalienable rights of
Christian liberty at thebidding ofusurped
authority. 'We are clearly of opinion,
that Christians are obliged, by the law
of Christ, to exercise forbearance one
toward another; but we have yet to
learn that such forbearance carries in it
a prohibition to ‘‘circulate tracts or
books,” or even to ‘‘converse” on the
subjects of difference. 'We are notaware
that any body of Christians, in this day
of enlightenment, has ventured to call
back the age of intolerance after this
fashion, by putting a seal on the lips of
the people on the one hand, and placing
an interdict on the press on the other.
Had we given our sanction to such pro-
ceedings on the part of our mistaken
brethren, we had deserved to be put
under the ban of the Christian world,
as traitors to the liberty wherewith
Christ has made his people free, if not
unworthy of the privileges of rational
beings. We hope, for the sake of in-
dependency, that few, if any, of the
churches will adopt the St. Andrew’s
¢ Summary;” otherwise they must be
content to fall back in the career of im-
provemen., wherein they have been dis-
tinguished, and to take their place
among the abettors of intolerant princi-
ples, now well nigh exploded from the
Christian world. How far such a course
is likely to subserve the interests of pure
and undefiled religion, or to build up the
churches with intelligent Christians, it
is not for us to say; but, as no incon-
siderable number of their members are
of the Baptist persuasion, it may not be
amiss to suggest the wisdom of calmly
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reviewing their position before taking
steps which are more likely to promote
than suppress the growth of the baptis-
mal controversy. It will now appear
obvious, we trust, to all considerate in-
dividuals, who take an interest in the
rights of conscience, that, in our cir-
cumstances, ‘‘necessity was laid upon
us’ to act as we have done ; and that,
by agreeing to assemble as we are now
doing, for the worship of God and the
observance of the Lord Christ’s appoint-
ments, we are actuated by no schismat-
ical, seetarian, or factious motives,—
especially as we do neither purpose to
shut out conscientious peedobaptists from
our communion, nor abridge their liberty
‘“to circulate tracts or books,” or to
““converse” with their fellow Christians
on those points of doctrine regarding
which the most pious individuals do con-
scientiously differ.

It has been reported, that the present
movement is in connexion with what
has been denominated the ¢ Campbellite
heresy,” which teaches that the forgive-
ness of sin stands inseparably connected
with water baptism, together with other
sentiments equally repugnant to the
seriptures. 'We deem it of importance
thus flatly to contradict the statement,
as destitute of the smallest particle of
truth. 'We hold, with the whole body
of the orthodox baptists of this country
and America, the ordinance of baptism
to be emblematical of spiritual blessings
already received, and attach no merit
whatever to this or any other external
zéte in the matter of justification before

od.

In the prosecution of our course of
duty, we rely on the protection and
presence of the Lord Christ to give
effect to the word of the truth of the
gospel preached among us. We are
clear that the ground we have taken up
is alike warranted by sound reason and
revealed truth; and while it shall be
our delight to co-operate with all who
love the Lord Jesus in sincerity, in
whatever tends to promote the best in-
terests of the place where we dwell, it
will be our special care to pray without
ceasing, that the ministration of the
gospel among us may prove, by the
abundant effusion of the Holy Ghost,
““ the savour of life unto life” to many
precious souls.
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A Discourse on Infant Baptism. By the
Rev. Jaues REn. Montreal, 1841,
Concluded.

Without adding more, as might easily
be done, on the wonder-working cove-
nant of circumcision, it is observed in
the second place—

That infant baptism has no warrant
in the New T'estament.

This has often been in effect, granted
by Peedobaptist writers; and hence they
have either pleaded the warrant of tra-
dition, or betaken themselves for refuge
to the exploded ceremonies of the Old
Testament.

Qur author also seems not to have
felt himself quite secure on New Testa-
ment ground, and hence he only uses a
few passages in connection with his
theory of-the covenant of circumecision,
and even makes more of the silence than
of the testimony of the evangelical re-
cords.

His reasoning, founded on the silence
of the New Testament, is found in pp.
19, 20, 25, and scarcely requires a reply;
for if it be valid for infant baptism, it is
no lessvalid for infant communion. But
there is in fact no such silence as the
author imagines; for in Mark xvi. 16—
“He that befieveth and is baptized,”
we have a tacit disallowance of infant
baptism, unless it can be shown that
infantsbelieve. Thislanguageofthe com-
mission as effectually excludes babes
from the rite of baptism, as the enact-
ment in Gen. xvii. 10—¢‘ Every man-
child among you shall be circumeised,”
excludes females from the rite of cir-
cumeision. Is Peter silent on this point,

when he states (1 Pet. iii. 21) that
“baptism i the answering of a good
conscience toward God #”’  Can this be
true in the case of infants ?

But as the author has pressed a few
passages into his service, some notice
must be taken of these auxiliaries. How
heartless it must be to deny the dear
infants (God bless them!) the right to
baptism! Horrid persecution to drive
the dear ipnocents utterly away from
the precious basin! To be sure, we
send them all to heaven if they die, and
we take care to train them up in the
fear of God if they live; but all this is
vanity and mockery, if their baptism be
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neglected! See pp. 16,17. It requires
some courage in the face of all this, to
gainsay the infant’s friend, and to leny
him the benefit of a few verses in the
New Testament. Let us first consider
the use he makes (in p. 78, &e.) of
Mark x. 13—16, ** And they brought
young children to him, that he should
touch them; and Ais disciples rebuked
those that brought tkem. But when
Jesus saw #¢, he was much displeased,
and said unto them, Suffer the little
children to come unto me, and forbid
them not : for of such is the kingdom of
God. Verily I say unto you, Whoso-
ever shall not receive the kingdom of
God as a little child, he shall not enter
therein, And he took them up in his
arms, put kis hands upon them, and
blessed them.” Here he finds a com-
mand to bring children to Christ;
whereas our Lord did no more than for-
bid his disciples to hinder the approach
of those, that were on that occasion
brought by their friends. Then he
assumes that to be baptized and to be
brought to Christ meant the same thing,
just as if these young children had been
baptized on the spot; whereas Jesus
only took them up in his arms, put his
hands upon them, and blessed them.
Here was norite or ordinance, butsimply
an expression of our Lord's kind feel-
ings and wishes with regard to those
children. But it may be asked~~Does
not this whole transaction warrant in-
fant baptism? No, we reply, no more
than it warrants infant communion. In
p. 82 it is gravely affirmed, * that with-
out infant baptism all this must stand
in the gospel as a dead letter;” the very
same may be asserted with quite ag
much truth with regard to infant com-
munion.

It may be some consolation to our
worthy clergyman to know, that man
ministers are in the habit of taking little
children in their arms and blessing
t%tem, without pretending to baptize
them.

In p. 87 it is staunchly contended that
infants are entitled to baptism, since
they go to heaven, if they die. “*Such
as have a place in heaven when they die,
might surely be allowed to occupy a
place in the church below.” Beitso;
then why, good Sir, are you so ‘“ carnal
and earth-born in your views” as te
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deny the dear innocents the communion
of the Lord’s body and blood ? If they
are fit for heaven, surely they are fit for
the Lord’s table. Itseems that Quakers,
Baptists, &c. are not the only unfeeling
monsters, that bear the Christian name!

The author seems also to find infant
baptism in Matt. xxviil. 19; just as if
instruction and faith were not required
before the rite could be administered.
Now the same commission as given in
Mark xvi. 16, plainly puts faith before
baptism, and consequently disallows the
baptism of infants. Could the inspired
evangelists be at variance in this matter?

Ancther very formidable passage in
our author’s hands is Acts ii. 39— For
the promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off,
even as many as the Lord our Gog shall
call!” Here it is of course perfectly
evident that the promise means baptism,
and that the children are infants; and
hence Peter must have intended to say
—** baptism is for you (old folks) and
for your infants.” What can be more
conclusive and satisfactory ? But some
are so ‘‘carnal and earth-born in their
views’ as to reply that the original word
+éxva does not strictly mean nfants but
descendants, without any reference to
age; and that the ‘‘ promise” (as ap-
pears from the context) has no refer-
ence to the Abrahamic covenant but to
the gift of the Holy Ghost. As far as
baptism is concerned, the apostle most
plainly shows who were worthy to
receive it, when he says—*¢ Repent and
be baptized.”

The houschold baptisms in connection
with Lydia, the Philippian jailer, and
Stephanas, are next alleged in evidence.
Inp. 28itis written: ‘‘aswe proceed in
the Acts of the Apostles, we find that
believers and their Liouseholds were uni-
formly baptized ?”” How will thisasser-
tion tally with the fact that only two
household baptisms are mentioned in the
book of Acts? Does this look like a
uniform practice? There is besides no
proof that infants were found in these
families; bat there is evidence to the
contrary. Is it likely that Lydis, in
following her business as a purpie seller,
would take little children with her from
Thyatira in Asia to Philippi, even if
she hadthem? Ourauthoris, however,
certain that infants were found in these
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families, and that consequently they were
baptized. Well, be it so; then if it
follows that the jailer’s infants were
baptized, because it is stated, Acts xvi.
83, ‘““he was baptized and all his,” it
follows also that these infants delieved,
because it is stated in the next verse,
that ‘¢ he rejviced, believing in God with
all his house.” So also, if it follows
from 1 Ceor. i. 17, that Stephanas’ little
children were baptized, it follows as
clearly from 1 Cor. xvi. 15, that the
same little children ¢ addicted them-
selves to the ministry of the saints!™
Farther comment is needless.

But our authur waxeth bold and saith:
in p. 24, “nothing like the apostolic
language is ever found in the narratives
of our Anti-pedobaptists.” ¢ No fam-
ilies are ever converted or baptized™
among them. It is evident the worthy
man has no great knowledge of the
‘“ narratives” he mentions. Had he
known as much of them as he does of
the Acts of the Apostles, he would have
found ¢ that believers and their house-
holds are aniformly baptized;” for in-
stead of two instances (as in the Acts),
he would havemet with scores. House-
holds have been baptized in Burmah,
India, and Jamaica by missionaries who
carefully observe the order: ‘‘he chat
believeth and is baptized.” Even here
in Montreal such a thing happened a
few years ago, under the ministry of the
Rev. J. Gilmour.

In pp. 28—33 thc argument from
tradition is found, and this leads to the
remark—

That the testimony of early Fathers
is no warrant for infant baptism..

Even if this testimony were as decisive
as our brethren could wish, still no
consistent Protestant could receive in-
fant baptism as a divine ordinance, so
long as the Bible does not warrant it
The early Fathers are often useful as
historians, just as the Jew Josephus,
the Pagan Tacitus, &c., but their testi-
mony is not sufficient to constitute 3
Christian ordinance. Besides, if what
the Fathers say goes to establish infant
baptism, it goes also to establish infant
communion.

There is, however, no clear evidenceof
the existence of peedobaptism earlier than
Tertullian in A. D. 190, who mentions
it with disapprobation. Irenwmusin 4
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D. 170 does not mention that infants
were baptized, but that they were ¢ re-
generated unto God,” which does not
necessarily imply baptism. As for
Justin Martyr in A. D. 140, it is gen-
erally agreed even by Pedobaptists that
he makes no mention of the practice ;
and the quotation made by our author
is evidently not to the purpose. Indeed
this very early Father shows plainly
that he was ignorant of such a custom,
for when he gives a formal account of
baptism, he declares the subjects to be
those who were persnaded and believed
(bo0t dv waolior kai wiorshowst) that
the things taught and spoken by the
Christian teachers were true.

In p. 33 we are informed that there
werenoopposers of infant baptism *‘until
¢he beginning of the Anti-paedobaptists,
soon after the reformation from Popery
began.” Yet it is notorious that Ter-
tullian wrote against it in the 3d cen-
tury, the Cathari disallowed it in the
11th, the Petrobruysians in the 12th,
the Waldenses in the 13th, the Wick-
{iffites in the 14th, and the Hussites in
the 15th.

The act of baptism.

We come now to consider the author’s
view of the act of baptism as stated in
pp- 44—63. This is perhaps the most
unigue part of the pamphlet, exhibiting
such rare erudition. He has quite an
ariginal method of settling the meaning
of the Greek word, as he forbids us in
P. 46 to learn it from Greek authors;
though he admits in p. 55 that “its
meaning should be sought for among
the people themselves that used it.”
This needs no comment. Yet notwith-
standing bhis singular scholarship and
extensive research, he meekly observes
in p. 54, “ I am not gping to deny that
immersion is one of the meanings of the
word baptism.” Pray, why not deny
it? Surely ‘* lexicographers and com-
mentatorsought nottoshackleascholar,
who rejects the testimony of the Greek
classics, and who makes out that neither
John nor the Apostles ever practised
immersion. The worthy man ought
sw ", taretract such an unfounded con-
cess. n, especially as he ¢ expects some
disingenuous use will be made of it.”
The scholarship that can make gamriZw
in Greek mean to sprinkle, can accom-
plish any feats in philology. Nothing
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is too hard for it. It can, for instance,
prove that to dip in English means to
sprinkle, just because Milton in his
Comus has used this language :—

“ And though not mortal, yet a cold shuddering dew
Deps e all o'er.”

This bringsto mind his serious charges
in p. 53 against some adversary of
sprinkling, who has quoted many Pzdo-
baptists in favour of dipping. How this
matter stands we cannot judge, for our
author forgot to give any instances of
the ¢ dishonest, disingenuous culling of
lines and garbled sentences.”” The fact
does indeed appear strange, that a host
of learned Padobaptists have declared
that Bawriocpa properly signifies dipping,
though they practised sprinkling. Of
course they had means for satisfying their
consciences. Some thought the word
might possibly mean sprinkling, though
it properly signifies dipping, but most
thought it no sin to substitute sprinkling
for dipping, since only an external rite
was concerned. Such appears to be the
view of the celebrated Dr. Chalmers,
who in his Lectures on Romans (onchap.
vi.) observes, ¢‘ the original meaning of
the word Japtism is imwmersion, and
though we regard it as a point of indif-
ferency whether the ordinance so named
be performed in this way or by sprink-
ling, yet we doubt not that the preva-
lentstyle ofadministrationintheapostle’s
days was by an actual submerging of the
whold body under water.” But if we
are at liberty to change dipping for
sptinkling, why not make the further
change of omitting the water ceremony
altogether ? Why should we retain a
rite so ‘‘ indifferent ?” 'Why not sub-
stitute milk or water for wine in the
communion ? Or why not drop this rite
also? Brethren, how do you like this
Quaker logic?

We are informed in p. 46, ‘It is re-
markable that in the New Testament ne
directions are any where given relative
to the manner of administering baptism.”
It would indecd be remarkable if Christ,
in appointing the ordinance, had not
specified the act. Butis it so? Would
the act be unspecified, if Christ had in
plain English appointed dinping ¢ Surely
no Englishiman could mistake his mean~
ing. But if a Greek, not understanding
English, were told that dipping was re-
quired, he could not know what act was
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meant. So on the other hand, an Eng-
lishman not knowing Greek is uncertain
what act is meant by Barrioua (bap-
tism), though a Greek could not fail to
know its meaning. Bawrilw was as
plain to the Greeks and Hellenists as to
dip is to us. How then did they under-
stand the word ? It is notorious that
they took it to require IMMERSION,
and hence the Greek Church DIPS to
the present day. This is a stubborn
fact. Tt is also a fact, that the earliest
translations of the New Testament give
the same meaning to Barrilw, viz. the
Syriac, Coptic, Ethiopic, Gothic, Ar-
menian, Arabic, &e. The English
Bible might have been quite as plain, if
the translators had not retained the
Greek word.

As the testimony of a Bishop must
have weight with our author, we here
give the words of Dr. Smith of Ken-
tucky: “I do fully and unhesitatingly
believe, that no instance either of Adult
or Infant Baptism occurred during the
first three centuries, except by immer-
sion, save only in the few cases of clin-
ical baptism.”

The testimony of another Pxdo-bap-
tist, who in like manner excused his
own practice on the ground of indiffer-
ence, is here presented for the satisfac-
tion of the learned reader. Dr. Augusti,
in his Handbuch der Christlichen Arch-
dologie, informs us that Bdwrwopa, ac-
cording to its etymology and usage,
denotes plunging, dipping, §c.; and that
the choice of the term betrays an age in
which sprinkling, the later custom of
the West, was not yet introduced ; and
that the Greels still practise immersion,
and call our Pwmdo-baptists sprinkled
Christians.

But as most readers know nothing of
Greek, let them take the New Testa-
ment and judge whether baptism means
immersion orsprinkling, by putting these
words in place of the Greek, and observ-
ing which makes the best sense. If
baptism means sprinkling, then we
should read, *‘John was sprinkling in
non, because there was much water
there” (John iii. 23). ““ I have a sprink-
ling to be sprinkled with; and how am
I straitencd until it be accomplished ?»
(Luke xii. 50). **Buricd with him by
sprinkling™ (Rom. vi. 4). Is the reader
satisfied? 'Which makes the best sense,
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“T have a sprinkling to be sprinkled
with” or ‘I have an immersion to be
immersed with ?” Which best conveys
the idea of overwhelming suffering ? °

Let the unlearned reader also consider
this fact, that wherever he finds dip in
the English Bible (except Gen. xxxvii.
31, where Zuéhvvay is used), the Greek
has either Bdwnrw or LBarrifw; but
wherever he finds sprinkle, neither is
used, but generally paivw. In 2 Kings
v. 14, where we are told Naaman
 dipped himself seven times in Jordan,
the Greek version gives {Bawricaro,
baptized himself.

It is truly surprising how the worthy
clergyman has throughout the Discourse
disregarded the Catechism and Prayer
Book of his own church. One might
suspect that he is only half a churchman.
He certainly reasons more like a Peedo-
baptist schismatic than a thorough son
of the church. Was he never a schis-
mzatic? He pleads for infant baptism
on the ground of Jewish circumeision,
while the Catechism is free from such
folly, and assigns a totally different rea-
son. Thusitreads: QuestTron.—What
is required of persons to be baptized?
Answrer.—Repentance, whereby they
forsake sin; and faith, whereby they
stedfastly believe the promises of God
made to them in that sacrament.—
QuesTIoN.—Why then are infants bap-
tized, when by reason of their tender
age they cannot perform them? Ax-
swER.—Because they promise them
both by their sureties; which promise,
when they come to age, themselves are
bound to perform. Here then is no
nonsense about circumecision, but a plain
avowal that repentance and faith are
presupposed even in the baptism of in-
fants and qualify them for the rite.
Tae CHurcH oF ENGLAND OWwNs IN
THEORY ONLY BELIEVERS' BAPTISM.
So does the church of Rome. So alse
did Luther. It was not till sureties or
sponsors were set aside by the Geneva
Reformers, that the necessity of faith to
fit infants for baptism was exploded, and
that other fanciful grounds of pamdo-
baptism were assigned.

Again our author contends for the
superior, if not exclusive, propriety of
sprinkling as the act of baptism, whereas
the Prayer Book expressly enjoins dip-
ping, (except when the child is weak,)
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saying ‘“he (the priest) shall dip it in
the water discrectly and warily.” So
much then for the consistency of our
Episcopal Minister.

We now take leave of the respected
anthor with the advice, that he should
study his Catechism and Prayer Book
more thoroughly, before he again dis-
courses on infant baptism.

—————
THE LATE REV. JOEN DYER.

This well known and venerable ser-
vant of Christ ended his days on the 22d
of July. His deatt took place by
drowning, to which act he was impelled
by a deranged Imaginat.on, consequent
on a prostration of his energies, both
physical and mental. The loss of one
so highly and universally esteemed, has
called forth numerous expressions of
pungent regret in the new world as well
as the old, from members of every sec-
tion of the Christian church. He fell
indeed ‘“a martyr to the cause” of
missions.

The following notices of the revered
man will doubtless be welcome to our
readers.—Ep. C. B. M.

On Tuesday, July 29th, the remains
of the late Rev. John Dyer were interred
in the vault belonging to the chapel in
Little Wild-street, Lincoln’s-inn-fields,
when an address was delivered by the
Rev. Dr. Cox, of Hackney; and on
Thursday, August 5, a funeral sermon
on oceasion of Mr. Dyer’s death was
preached to a crowded congregation at
Camberwell, by the Rev. Edward
Steane, his pastor.

The following is part of Dr. Cox's
address, as reported in the Voluntary:

“The tewporary aberration of reason is
not its extinction, nor is it the extinction of
principle and piety; and the form in which
affliction and death shall overtake the good
man i3 in the band of God. The mode of
his departure from the present state, eannot
affect the great question of his destiny; for
that depends not on the outward modification
of circumstances, but on the decision of the
mind, preparation of character, the working
and moulding of great principles. The safety
and blessedness of the soul of a believer rests
on the foundation which God has laid in
Zion. The question is not whether he leaves
the world in a calm or a tempest, in the
dear sunshine of circumstances, or amidst
clouds and mysteries; on the quiet bed, by
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the stroke of accident, or in tne whirlwind
of delusion—the temporary must be sepa-~
rated from the permanent, the unreal dreams
of a moment from the realities of truth, the
essentials of character, and the power of
grace. The question which belongs to the
everlasting condition of a man respecis his
faith in Christ, his love to God, his con-
formity to truth. “Is it well?’ asks the
anxious survivor. And if the report can
be—he was a penitent, a believer, a ser-
vant of God—the answer is, in defiance of
death’s worst terrors, Satan’s worst tempta-
tions, and life’s worst forms of mischief—¢ It
is well.” From the depths of fades, the dis-
tant regions of an invisible world, the soft
and solacing echo is, ¢ It is well.’ -

¢ Dear brethren, we meet at the grave of
a Christian. And i3 not that the highest
style of man? Ought the gloomiest circum-
stances of mortality to discourage us when
we can inscribe such a word on the sshes of
departed worth? Shall we suffer death,
however fearful, to rob us in our grief of the
satisfaction of that thought, and the joy of
naming such a name, which is itself a
triumph over that formidable foe? 1In the
very face of the king of terrors we utter the
glorious epithet, aud we exultingly say, ¢ O
death ! where is thy sting? O grave; where
is thy victory 2’ A Christian cannot die;
death is not death to him. Its character is
changed. It is a passing cloud, a departure,
a means of better life.

**We meet at the grave of a minister,
early ordained to that work, and much em-
ployed in its gracious ministrations. It was
the privilege of the speaker to hear the first
discourse of the dear departed one, and to
feel at that period the conviction, which
many a year has not erased, of his extraor-
dinary devotion of spirit, and devotedness to
the cause of his Redeemer. There was no
pretence or display. It was then, as ever,
the utterance of a heart animated by the love
of God, and the love of souls ; eminently in
earnest, evincing no inconsideruble intellec-
tual powers, but far more exalted degrees of
holy zeal and Christian love.

‘It is the grave of a public and highly
appreciated servant of the missionary cause.
As secretary of the Baptist Missionary Soci-
ety, he was indeed an official man, but any
thing but the mere official. He worthily suc-
cceded the distinguished individuals that
went before, and with business habits far
greater, he had a love of missionary labour,
and a leve of perishing heathen not less than
theirs. His name is thus associated in the
annals of the church with Fuller, Ryland,
and Hinton, and will be had in everlasting
remembrance. Prompt, indefatigable, per-
severing, be was, in a sense, a martyr to the
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cause. It was his life. Xt was the great
gelf-denying purpose of his existence, the
eloment of bis thought, and the spring of his
activity. In counsel he was diseriminating ;
in judgment sound; in point of informa.
tion olways correct and copious. He had
much of the vivid and intuitive perception of
the bearings of a question, and his opinion
was always valuable, and often adopted. Tn

pleading for the mission he was ready wit]
3 3, $11

LIGHTS OF REASON AND REVELATION.

ears, the performance of the onerous and respon-
syible dutie: of his office. v
. B. GURNEY, Chalrman,
JOSEPH ANGUS, Secretary,

e
LIGHTS OF REASON AND

REVELATION.
NO. X.

But instead of abating any of his claims in
pliance with our depravity, the Almighty

information, fuent, I R y
impassioned, and never failed to leave an
impression of the integrity of his mind, and
the warmth of his benevolent heart,

¢ This is the grave of one whom many of us
can call g friend ; one whom we long knew
and loved. YLet the spesker be allowed in
this capacity to mingle his tears to-day—
five-and-thirty years may warrant it-—with
the more hallowed iveepings of nearest
friends and relaiives. One who was pre-
sent at his entrance on the ministry, at his
choicee to the secretaryship twenty-five years
ago, and who has ever since stood in the re-
Iation of a fellow-worker with bim in the

ission, and an iate in the private circle,
may well indulge a sorvow for his loss, at-
tempered, however, by the blessed hope of re-
unien in a world where the mysteries of life
and death will be unfolded. * * * * =

¢ Surviving friendship is often consoled by
the details of & dying testimony; but we have
more, a living onel The Christian church
at large, the missionary band in particular,
in near and distant lands, will feel that a
brother and o friend is gone. His life is his
monument, and it will ontlast the sculptured
stone I

At a meeting of the Committee of the
Baptist Missionary Seciety, held June 29¢h,
1841, it was—

Resolved—That this Committee, in recording
on their Minutes the decease of their invajuable
coadjutor and beloved friend, the Rev. John Dyer,
desire with humility and profound submission to
the will of God, to bow to the inscrutable ang
heart-rending Providence, by which the Seciety
has been deprived of its senior Secretary, and his
family bereft of an affectionate and revered parent.
‘They call to mind, with feelings of mournful satis-
faction, the numerousand important services which
he was enzbled to render in the promotion of the
Redeomer’s kingdora both ot home and abroad, by
tho sipgular abilities and cndowments which it
thiad pleased God to confer upon him; and with de-
vout thankfulness they reflect on the Christian vir-
tues which adorned his blameless life, and on the
nonimpatred integrity and uniform consistency of
‘his personal character and official condact down to
the period of %)is deeply Inmented affliction and
death., Under the distressing circumstances amidst
which that event has taken place, they fecl it to be
a duty which they awae to his memory, to his sor-
rowing widow aud family, and to tha constituents
of the Saciety, to pay their public and unanimous
tribats of respect and Christian love to his moral
worth, his dignificd and amiable deportment, his
entiro cousecration fo God, and to the accuracy,
punctuglity, and uprightness, which characterised
o the last, and through the preceding period of 23

makes the slightest (according to us) trans-
gression, to be infinitely offensive, whether
it be of thought, werd, or deed; and thie,
without gathering, like the hard master,
where he has not sown, when he says who.
soever offends in one point is guilty of all,
(Jamesii, 10). Thisdeclaration often puzzles
philosaphers falsely so called, who see no sin
in a _funny oath, or white lie! But one needs
not be a St. Paul to know that even such are
exceedingly sinful, and deserving of con.
demnation, The rule by which sin is mea-
sured by all but Christians, is notthe rule of
God, but 2 humanrule. The human rule is
the amount of injury that our conduct inflicts,
or tends to inflict on our neighbour, or our-
selves; but God’s rule is the insult which we,
by our disobedience, offer to his sovereign au-
thority. Tt was not in eating an apple that
Adam’s sin lay, but in doing so against the
command of his God. 'To covet one penny-
worth of a vich neighbour’s goods—to steaf
it, and even to swear by a trifling thing
afterwards, that you did not steal it, do nat
seem to amount to much, according to the
common scale of morality ; but try it by the
word and authority of God, which is, thou
shalt not covet—thou shalt not steal—thou
shalt not bear false witness, and swear not at
all, and if you regard Aim in his true charac
ter, you should tremble for your safety. The
party whe weuld be guilty of the abeve named
sing, would perhaps be shocked at the idea
of committing murder, and yet, God’s com-
mand is broken, and his authority contemned,
as well by the one as by the other. The
lesser offences against mankind are of infinite
enormity against God, as well as the greater,
therefore to sin in any point is to insult
Jehovah ; and more than this, you cannot do
by sinning every way, for every subsequent
sin is but au aggravation of the fiest; and
as it is a breach of his authority to covet, &
well as to kill, measuring the deed by the
higher rule—which in doing, we should not
set nside the lesser-—the sin against God i
equal, in the former, to that in the latter: 2,
breash of his commands. James ii. 11.
Until St. Paul got this view of God's law,
he was alive—he thought himself safe and
secure of salvation, but when he got this view
of it, sin revived; it presented itself exceed-
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ing sinful, and be, or his false opinion of bis
condition died, or vanished. It i3 not nt
any thing hely, ov obedient in any creature
that Ged’s commands look, because holiness
and obedience arve their duties, for which
there is o claim to thanks or merit, and
they look at, and curse, the slightest trans-
gression. The laws svere made for the law-
less and disobedient. Obedience, however
perfect, is but limited and finite, its virtue is
confined to the individual, and csunot ex-
tend to another.

The life and faculties of man is a whole
due to the service of God; a sigh, or a
second misspent from this, cannoet be re-
placed, for he has no other fund te draw
upon; be cannat borrow, for his neighbour
is ciccumstaziced just as he is.  If we ask of
an angel, he may reply, Friend I have nothing
to spare, for I owe to my Ged all I possess,
If he ask of a sinner, he may answer, I have
incurred a debt by transgression beyond what
I possess: I canuot pay for myself, much less
for thee. Nor will sutrow do, nor suffering,
for neither is the exact cbedience to his com-
mands, which God requires; and that which
he does not require, instead of being pleasing
is offensive to him. He requives the morti-
fication of lust and passions, but not the Jace-
rations of our flesh; and these, being imposi-
tions of tyranny, he cannot recogunize them
as wership done to bim; and safferings due
as the penalty of sin, being the last act of
Jjustice inflicted on the fransgressor, are no
act of Afs, and but prove his guilt and desti-

tution,
- CATHOLIC.
R conmnd
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NOTICE TO BAPTIST MINISTERS RESIDING
IN SEAPORT TOWNS THRROUGROUT THE
UNITED STATES AND BRITISE DOMIN-
10XN8.

Dean Brererey 1x Carist,—Sensi-
ble as we ave of the deep and lively interest
that you must feel in the promotion of the
cause of our common Master, aud particularly
in its success smong that interesting class of
men who “ go down to the ses in ships,” we
know it will gladden your hearts to learn
that the Bapuist Domestic Mission Society of
New York have determined, relying on the
divine fovor, to build up s Baptist Bethel
Church in this citv. The friends here, min-

_ Isters and people, with one heart and great
forwardness, bave aided us both by prayers
and contributions, and the undertaking has
been commenced undes the happiest auspices.

A temporary chapel has been fitted up at
the corner of Cherry and Catherine streets,
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near the East river, and in the vicinity of
the great mass of our seafaring population,
We bave secured the services of brother John
Wivell, formerly a seaman himself, and
afterwards favorably koown as a Bethel
preacher in the Independent connexion jem
new united with our denomination, and sell
qualified for the work,

We, therefore, brethven, solicit your co-
operation, by giving notice of these facts to
vour respective congregations; that seamen
frem your ports, when visiting our mart, may
knew whither to resort in order to hear the
gospel preached in its simplicity, and receive
its ardinances administered according to apos~
tolic usage. Moreover, we entreat your in-
tercession at the throne of grace, that this
cffort for the salvation of sailors may be
crowned with the approbation of the Most
High.

On behalf of the Board of Managers,

NATHAN C. PLATT, Pres.
J. B. KIDDER, Sec.
New York, June 21, 1841.

JR——

Brisros Barrist CoLLese,—On Thurs-
day, June 24th, the annual meeting of the
friends and supporters of the Bristol Buaptist
College, or Bristul Education Society, was
held at the vestry of Broadmead chapel. An
appropriate and instructive discourse was de-
livered by the Rev. J. 8. Bunce, of Devizes.
Of twenty-one stodents, forming the list at
the t of the s , four are
oceupying stations, one is pursuing bis studies
in Glasgow, and another has gone to Jaumaiea
as a missionary. Four new students have
been received, and other applicutions are be-
fore the committee. Tt was stated in there-
port that a memorial had been presented to
the Queen in council, requesting her Ma-
jesty to empower the college to issue certifi-
cates to its students as candidates for degrees
in the University of London; and that this
request had been granted with the utmost
promptitude. The institution is therefore
uow empowered to give such certificates,
The examination of the students took place
on the Monday and Tuesday preceding the
annual meeting, and the reports of the ex-
aminers were highly satisfactory.

Horrox Correce, Braprorn.—The
anpual meeting of this institution was held
in Westsate chapel on Wednesday., The
Committee Meeting was held in the College
on the preceding evening, when twelve new
students swere admitted on probation, mak-
ing the number in connexion with the Col-
lege, 32. The Reports of the President and
Examining Commitfec were highly satisfac~
tovy, zud the financial account showed agoin
& balence in favour of the institution, A
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rermon was preached to the students, by the
Rev. James Edwards, of Nottingham. The
prospects of the jnstitution were never more
encouraging.

CHADWELL-STREET CuAreL, PENTON-
VILLE.—An interesting service was held
lately at this place of worship, preparatory
to the baptism of a highly respectable Jew,
who has become a believer in Christ under
the mianistry of Mr, R. H. Herschell. The
service was commenced by the Rev. J. Black-
burn, after which Mr, Herschell addressed
first the candidate for baptism, and then the
converted Jews, exhorting them to continne
stedfast in the faith; and closed with a
solemn appeal to the unbelieving Jews, many
of whom were present. We are gratified to
learn that there are several of the house of
Israel who are anxiously seeking the truth,
and constantly attend the ministry of their
brother according to the flesh. The con-
verted Israelite having expressed his desire to
be baptized by immersion, the ordinance was
administered at Mr. Evans’s Chapel, John-
street.

SwavseA.—At Swansea and its neigh-
bourhood many scores continue to be added
to the Baptists at theic mon.aly ceremonies:
it is supposed that more have joined the
Baptists within the last three months, than
during the preceding 17 years. On Satur-
day and Suunday last, a whole congregation
of Pedo-Baptists, preacher and all, were bap-
tized by immersion in the river Tawe, with-
in two miles of Swansea. On Saturday
evening the Rev. D. Davies, of Bethesda,
preached an appropriate sermon from Heb.
viii. 5 ; and the ordinance was administered
by the Rev. J. Pugh, of Siloam. On Sun-
day afternoon, the Rev. J. Spencer, of Llan-
elly, delivered a most interesting sermon
from John i. 25, and the rite was performed
in the presence of from eight to ten thousand
spectators.— Welshman.

et
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THOUGHTS IN AFFLICTION.
LINES COMPOSED ON A SICK BED.

 I'will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever."
Psalm 1xxxix. 1.

From business and the world shut vp,

While tasting of afiliction’s cup,

I've been reflecting on the day

‘When first 1 sought the narrow way.

Still farthier back wy thoughts have pac'd,

My former sinful course retrac’d.

‘The Sabbath, then, oh ! how mispont !

Its sacred 1aws to pleasure bent ;

How oft on that most hnliow'd day

My steps have wandered fer away

From solid and substantial joys,

In search of earthly, empty toys.

‘The Bible, oh ! how little read !
Each trifling book prefer'd inatead ;
The means of grace how seldom uied
And yet more seldom not abus‘d.
Retirement, meditation, prayer
Renounced, and trifles light as air,
Phantoms which every grasp eludo,
With breathless eagerness pursued.
If in the sacred courts I trod,

*Twas but to approach an unknown God,
But not * Christ crucified’* to view ;
That Alpha and Omega too.

1 heard his ministers prociaim

The matchless glories of hisname ;

I heard, but 1 regarded not,

I heard, but all I'heard forgot ;

I heard, but nothing could I feel,
The Lord his arm did not reveal;
*Twas in my ear a pleasing sound,
But in my heart no place it found.
But oh ! the apgointed time was fixed
When faith with hearing should be mixed ;
When uot the form I shonld possess
Without the power of godliness :

That was indeed a happy hour,

Season of God's resistless power.

With what new feelings then I saw
The terrors of a broken law !

And all without me and within,
Nothing but wretchedness and sin ¢
*Twas then the Saviour pass'd me by,
And in my blood beheld me lie ;
Stretch'd forth his hand and bade me live,
With * Son, 1 all thy sins forgive.*
Since then what mercies 1 have seen !
Oh, what a debior I have been !

How often has hi2 ceen me rove,

And yet has not withdrawn his love !
Sustain'd by his almighty grace,

In every time, in every place ;

In sorrow's flood, in conflict's field,

My rock, my refuge, and my shield.
‘When 1 am weak and rack'd with pain,
‘Turn te and fro for rest in vain ;

And sigh, and long, and pray, and wuop
For one refreshing hour of s{eep H

Oh, what a merey ‘tis to know

That I'm not doomed to cudless woe ¢
Not doomed in ceaseless pain to dwell,
Not doomed to make my bed in hell !
And 'tis a greater mercy still

To know that 'tis my Saviour’s will
In tribulation’s fire to prove

The objects of his sovereign love ;

‘To wean ther) from a world like this,
And meeten them for heavenly bliss.
But higher mercy yet remains,

Mercy that calls for loudest strains ;
*Tis that 1 know in whom I trust,
That He's almighty, faitlifal, just;
And that He will in safety keep

What 1, the meanest of his sheep,
Have been enabled by his grace,
Under his guardian care to placs,

*Till that decisive day appear,

When (faith absorbed in vision clear),
The sacred pledge he shall restore,
Not weak and sinful as before,

But pure, immortal, and complete,
Worthy to fill 8 heavenly seat.

Of judgment then let others sing,
Mercy alone my harp shall string ;

Of mercy every chord shall tell,

With mercy every note shall swell ;
Mercy shall tune my latest breath,
Mercy shall be my theme in death :
Mercy in Jordan’s waves 1'll sing,
With mercy Canasn's shores aha{l Ting ;
Heaven's golden canopy around

With mercg's praises shall resound ;
Louder and louder shall the strain
Re-echo through the wide domain ;
And when expire? O vever! never!
Mercy shall be my soug for ever.

A. S, 8. Txacuer,

Toronto, August, 1841.
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CANADA BAPTIST MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.
CONTRIBUTIONS DURING THE PAST MONTH.
H. D. Dickie, Treasurer to the Edinburgh

Auxiliary, (£84 8s. Stg.)..£101 17 9
Mr. M¢Culloch,refunded for Ed. 3 0 0
Alex. Benny, donation ...ceeeeee. 0 5 0
James Henderson, subscription.. 0 15 0
A, MLautin..cceeerrececisenensss 0 2 6
P. F., Huatingdon.......... 0 6 3
Mr. A. Barber, Simcoe. . 1 6 8
Mr. J. Winch, do. . . 1. 0 0
S. W., Guelph.eecevenen...n. . 1 5 0
Collection at Woodstock ......... 017 4
R. W. Burtch, do viireeeee 03 0
Collection at Haldimand......... 118 1}
Collection at Barnston...... 015 5
Alger family, Eaton... 0 11 103
A. & C. Anable, do.. 0 38 9
C. Tailor, G0.easieccnieenss 0 2 6

The Rev. B. Evaxs, Scarbore’, England,
has kindly sent a parcel of Books for the
Library of the Theological Institution.

Subseriptions and donatiens arc thankfully
rveceived by any of the Society’s agents in this
country, and especially by the following
PLISONS 1 ome

Mo~TREAL.—Mr. J. Mills, Treasurer;
Rev. J. Girdwood, Dr. Davies and Mr.
J. Milne, Secretarics,

Loxpoy.—NMr. Harwood, 26, Queen 3t.,
Cheapside, and Rev. J. Davies, Princes St.,
Stamford Street, Secretaries of Baptist Co-
lonigl Missionary Society, R

EomvpurcH.~Mr, H. Dickie, 2, New-
ington Place.

Our csteemed brother, the Rev. J. DyER,
of Kingston, who is aliout to visit England
for the benefit of his bealth, has kindly con-
sented to further the Interests of the Society,
so far as health and opportunity will allow.
He is affectionately cormmended to the divine
care and blessing, that he may return to us

in health, and with many tokens of our
brethren’s good will to Canada.

e alifins.
DESIGNATION OF AN
EVANGELIST.

Dear BROTHER,—At a meeting of the
first Baptist Church of this city, convened
for the purpose of setting Brother Dutton
apart to the work of the ministry, the or-
daining council was as follows: Elder Chris-
tian, Pastor of the same church, was chosen
Moderator, and James Johnson was chosen
Clerk. Elder James Mitchell, Pastor of
Yonge Street Church, and brethren Wil-
liams, Carey, Dark and Goodenham were
present, After Brother Dutton related his
experience, his call to the ministey, and his
views of divine truth, the council agreed to
ordain him as an Evangelist. After singing
and prayer by Elder Christian, Elder Mitchell |
preached from 2 Tim. ii. 15. Elder Chris-
tian gave the charge from 2 Tim. iv. 2; El-
der Mitchell offered the ordination prayer,
and the meeting separated after singing and
benediction by the candidate.

WASHINGTON CHRISTIAN,
Pastor of the 1st Baptist Church in Toronto,

Toronto, August 19, 1841.

-—*

DEDICATION OF A MEETING

HOUSE.

The new chapel erected by the first Bap-
tist Church of Niagara, was opened for di-
vine sevice on Thursday, August 12. Di-
vine service was commenced by reading, sing-
ing and prayer, after which a discourse appro-
priate to the occasion, was delivered by the
Rev. Adam Cleghorn of Lewiston, N. Y.,
from Isaiah xiv. 32. The service was
closed with prayer by the Rev. James Mur-
ray of Penfield, N. Y. After a short inter-
mission the congregation assembled at one
o'clock P. M., and listened to a sermon from
Br. Murray. The congregation was large
and respectable : and it was truly an inter-
esting time : —we could say, * How amiable
are thy tabernacles O Lord of Hosts.,” The
ground on which the house is erected was

c
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kindly given by John Ball, Esq., a mem-
ber of the Church of England, to whom
our thanks are due. The house is plain, but
neatly finished. May the Lord fill it with
shose who will worship him in spirit and in

truth.
GEORGE WILSON.
Niagara, August 14, 1841.
et

CHURCHES IN ERIN, ERAMOSA,
AND ESQUESING.

From an interesting letter, kindly sent by
our Christian friend, Mr. Bracg, we extract
the following account of these fraternities.
‘We sincerely rejoice in their spiritual pros-
perity, and in that of all Christian commu-
nitles,

Our friend asks with evident concern,
whether any person beaving the Baptist
name, ever taught  that there are infants in
hell not a spang long.” Alas! this is too
true!l The horrid sentiment of infant dam-
nation has been broached by some bitter op-
ponents of infant sprinkling. So also some
decided advocates of believers’ immersion have
taught Socinianism; while others have
roundly asserted that no man, however godly,
can be a Christian, unless he has been bathed
in baptismal waters, thus apparentiy teaching
that there is no salvation without baptism.
Tt is needless to observe that all evangelical
Baptists abhor all these sentiments; and
deserve no more to be reproached on their
account than the Congregationalists in New
England do on account of the Secinianism,
which is now professed by many of their
oldest charches,

Dear Sir,—1Tf you think the following
acceunt of the progress of the gospel within
the bounds of the three churches of Esques-
ing, West Erin and Eramosa, suitable for
your neriodical, you may publish it.

Adout three years ago [ wrote something
to the then Editor of the Magazine, which I
do not now remember. I cannotsay whether
it appeared in print or not, for I have not
been a regular reader, but I rather think it
veferred to the church in Eramosa alone,
which then numbered about forty members.
Since that time, by the divine blessing, a
very gratifying change has taken place in
these Townships, which we record to the
praise of him who * causeth w3 to triumph
in Christ, and ~:.keth known the savour of
hiz Luowledge” in this place. Better than

CHURCHES IN ERIN,

ETC.

two years past, the church in Esquesing,
over which brother Menzie was pastor, united
with Eramosa Church in Christian fellow-
ship, on the principles laid dewn in the 4th
chapter of Ephesiaus; and this step led both
churches to a very cordial feeling of frater-
nal love. The shyness and coldness which
in spite of themselves, they had to put up
with before was entirely banished, and an
interchange of views on all the causes of
their former differences, tendered in Chris-
tian candour and affection, has assimilated
them to each other so much, that they now
wonder at their former selves. A very de-
cided advantage has thus been obtained to both
churches in every point of view. From this
good beginning we can trace our heavenly
Father’s gracious dealings in many ways,
which I « t here We had
among us then very superior materials in
both churches. Cautious and experienced
age, and ardent youth, all firmly persuaded
that the Bible alone contains all the Chris-
tian religion, and fully determined to know
and do the will of Him who called them out
of darkness into his marvellous light, that
they might show forth his praise. I trast I
may say, they made some progress. The
church in Esquesing is more than tripled.
The church in Eramosa now makes up her
former number, after losing the membership
of many who united with the Western church
in Erin, and this last has a steady increase
since the organization last fall,

I am not acquainted with any case in these
churches where a professor neglects the reg-
ular daily reading of the Bible. With all
this prosperity we have our share of troubles
also, and we anticipate no such thing as an
unmingled cup. We are aware that the
gospel in its primitive purity has many cne-
mies among zealous professors. We never
read of Satan in an indifferent, inactive
state, and we know that each of us is yet in
the body, but we know also who has said
¢ My grace is sufficient for thee.” T ouglt
to have mentivned before, that between 80
and 100 believers were immersed in ahout
fourteen months, that we meet as churches
every first day of the week to break bread,
&c.; that select brethren, some of them
Pastors and Teachers, address the churches
and hearers, and we have no Exhorteis dis
tinet from Teachers, I remain, dear Sir,
your's in the good hope through grace,

JAMES BLACK.

Eramosa, July 24, 1841,

RO S —
CONVENTION AT HALDIMAND.
HarLpiaanp, Sept. 8, 1841,
In accordance with resolutions passed by

ate.

the Eastern Baptist Association, and agreed
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to by the Committee of the Canada Baptist
Missionarvy Society, delegates met this day at
Haldimand, for the purpose of ascertaining if
a union could be formed among the Baptists,
to promote Missionary and Educational pur-
poses, without a sacrifice of principle.

A fter singing and prayer, the Convention
was organized by choosing Rev. J. Gilmour
as Chairman, and G. Silver as Clerk. The
following list of delegates was taken :—

J. Girdwood and Dr. B. Davies, Moutreal.

G. Silver, Beamsvilla.

John Edwards, jun. Chatham.

W. Christian and J. Davis, 1st Toronte Chnrch,
J. W. Cryderman, Ameliasburgh.

John Edwards, sen. Lochaber and Petite Nation.

W. Marsh, ist Whitby Church.

1. Marsh, 2d  do. do.

J. Holnan, Haldimand,

R. Love and H. Reid, tarch Street Ch. Toronto,

W. H. Coombs aud S. George, Lot Strect do. do.
J. Canuell, T'oronto Baptist Miss. Society.

J. Butler, Rawdon.

John Dyer, Kingston.

Ministerial brethren, who were not dele-
gates, were then invited to take part in the
proceedings, when Elders Cumming, S. Tap-
scott, and Wait came forward, and took seats
with the Convention.

Letters were then presented from the
churches of Beverly and St. George; the
former stating that as a church they had re-
solved to co-operate with the Canada Baptist
Missionary Society, if it could be done without
a sacrifice of principle to either party; the
latter stated the views whic" they held, and
feared that they could not form a union
without the sacrifice of principle.

There was also a letter from the church in
Oxford, which stated that they believed that
such a union could be formed without any
unholy compromise.

The Clerk was then called upon to inform
the Convention, what were the fears that
existed among these with whom he was ac-
quainted, respecting such a union; and he
stated that the point on which some had their
fears and difficulties, was the subject of com-
mumon,

Elder Landon then made some remarks,
and was followed by Elder ¥, Marsh.

Dr. Davies was called upon to explain the
principles upon which the Canada Baptist
Missionary Society was formed, and was
followed by J. Girdwood, J. Edwards, sen.,
and several others.

J. Edwards, sen. then moved that a Com-
mittee be appoiuted to draw up resolutions to
present before the Conventien, which was
passed unanimously, and the following
rethren. were appointed: W. H. Coombs,
J. Butler, W. II. Landon, Dv. Davies, and
I. Marsh.,

Adjourned to meet to-morrow at 8 o'clock,
A M. Prayer by Br. Coombs.
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IHHALDIMAND.

Thursduy, Sept. 9.

Met according to adjournment. Prayer
by Israel Marsh,

The minutes of the preceding dny were
then read.

The Committee appointed to draw up re-
solutions made their report ; and the resolu-
tious were severally discussed and adopted.

Moved by J. Edwards, sen. seconded by
R. Love.

1. That the well-known design of tho Canada
Baptist Missionary Society is to promote mission-
ary labours in the destitute parts of this country in
cohmection with ministerial education.

Tnteresting and apprepriate remarks were
made by J. Edwards, sen., J. Gicdwood, W.
Marsh, W. H. Coombs, W, Christian, Dr.
Davies, J. Holman, and others. ‘The reso-
lation was adopted unanimously.

Moved by W. H. Coonbs, seconded by
G. Silver. )

2. That the Society is, from the nature of its con-
stitutio:z, open to theyco'-opemtion of all who hold
the distinguishing tenets of the Ba()t[St denomina-
tion, in tion with evangelical piety.

Adopted.

Moved by Dr. Davies, seconded by J. Butler.

3. That the Society distinctly recognises the in-
dependence of the churches, aud seeks their co-
operation no longer than its efforts shall manifestly
agpes\r to be disinterested, and directed to great
oyjects of common concern to all,

Adopted.

Moved by W. H. Landon, seconded by
. Christian,

4. That upon these grounds the Baptists of Can-
ada are carnestly invited by this Couvention to co~
aperate with the Canada Baptist Missionary Society,
and to sanction and sustain its efforts by all means
within their reach.

Remarks by Israel Marsh, J. Gilmour, J.
Holman, and W. Christian. Adopted.

Tsrarl Marsh was not then prepared fully
to concur in this reselution, though he did
not offer any opposition.

Moved by J. Girdwood, seconded by
S. Tapscott,

5. That this Convention warmly recommends
the brethren J. Edwards, sen., aud W. H. Landou,
as the npéminted Agents of the Canada Baptist Mis-
sionary Saciety, to the liberality of the iriends to
whom they may appeal for aid.

Remarks by Elder Cumming and others.
Adopted.

After the business of the Convention was
closed, Dr. Davies called attention to the
following matters.

The Magazine.
The advantages of a religious newspaper
over a magazine having been stated und dis-
cussed, it was—

Resolved,—~That with a view to provide the de~
nomination with a mere useful organ of religious
instruction and general intelligence, this meetin,
strongly recommends that the Magazine shmﬂ%
be, at'the close of 184!, changed intn a newspaper,
to be published once n fortnight, but to cost the
same as the Magazine.
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[The best mode of carrylng this recom-
mendation into effect, will engage the atten-
tion of the Committee without delay; and
our readers may expect an early notice of the

result.—Ep.]
Hymn Book.
The great need of a Hymn Book for gene-
ral use in the churches having been consider-

ed, it was—

Resolved—That this meeting recommends the
Selection of Hymns published and used by the Bap-
tist brethren in England, to the general adoption of
the churches in this land.

[A quantity of this Hymn Book will be
imported next spring, with a view to supply
our country friends at prime cost and charges.
—Ebp.]

The minutes of the Convention were then
read. Closed by singing and prayer.

Having had the pleasure of attending the
above meeting of delegates, we cannot refrain
from bearing testimony to the frankness and
eordiality with which all differences and dif-
ficulties were discussed. All present were
evidently under the happy control of the
spirit of love and forbearance. The obser-
vations made by some of the more aged
brethren, veterans in the cause, were exceed-
ingly touching and full of instruction. Nlay
these fathers live to see more prosperous days
in the churches, and at last depart in peace
and triumph. Our heart’s desire now is,
that a blessed influence, conducive to united
and vigorous efforts, may go forth from the
Convention, and pervade all the churches in
the land.

Meetings for divine wonship were held in
the evening on the 7th and 8th, and also in
the afternoon of the 9th, when a collection
was made io aid of the Canada Baptist Mis-
sionary Soclety.

‘We bad mnost gratifying evidence that the
friends in the viciuity ‘“ are not forgetful to
entertain strangers.”—Xp.

PRSI,
EASTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.
The twenty-second yearly meeting of this
lurge and flourishing Associntion, was held
at Beamsville on the 18th and 19th of June.

EASTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

been vouchsafed to the body since its forma-
tion. We are glad to find also various
symptoms of enlarged views and desires,
with reference to benevolent and evangelicak
enterprise. Good resolutions were passed,
affecting the Canada Baptist Missionary
Society, and the circulation of the Magazine ;
but as these have already been given in our
pages, it is needless to repeat them here.

1 SI8)E] L
Names of Churches, § 3 § 2 g E
Clerks, SEIRIE S
4nd Post Ofices. |8| S |B121H
Ancaster—J. Drake, Ck—] o| of 4| of o
Ancaster P. O ., o0 o0 eeun o9 o o of
Beamsville—R Kilburn,Ck.| 1| of 2| 4l 1] 2| 118

Beamsville P. O.. .. .. ..

DBeverly—J. Cammins, Clk.| o -;3‘
Beverly P.

e ee 40 oo 0e

e L ERELLE
o Bt o 0 1919 o o 2| =
e, S o) 2o
e LK

e L NCEEE
e CEMEERE
By 8T o] o4 4ol ol
I T o sl o
G P oS .._0 A
Sy BT o) o9
Bl s aen of 9| thef 1}l
A ERELEEE
e 25 Gorga e 0. one| 1 12 4] &
Simcoe—A. C. Guild, Clerk. —(;: 0f 3; 2| 3

Simcoe P. 0. v oo v on s

1st Townsend—J. Johnson,| 1f go
Clerk—Mohawx P. O. - - -

2nd Townsend—L. Keller,| | o
Clerk—Simcoe P. O, « - - -

2
(S
)
2

[
©
=
=2

The reports from the churches were ally
cheering, in consequence of the oleasing ad-
ditions which most of them had received into
the fellowship of the gospel. A year of
greater prosperity has never, we are informed,

Walpole—W. Winchester.| o 16
Clerk—Walpole P. O. - - -

Waterloo—W. Tilt, Clerk—] ol 4
Preston P. O, -« - ==~ -«

21 Churches in Asso. - - - -|19'229]46[53]43)15 {1176

=3
wl ol wl mlal ol =l =lololol alol wlewlwl al ol wl o] & | ByLetter,
L)
™
«




THE BAPTISTS
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THE BAPTISTS IN NOVA SCOTIA. ;

Dear Frieyn,—Having lately returned g
from a journey into our sister Province of |
Nova Scotia, I band vou a little account o |
some of my observations, especially such as ¢
relate to the situation and labours of the
Baptist denomipation in that part of British ,
North America. With the country itself [
was more pleased than I expected to be.
The roads are far superior to those iu cay
part of Canada I have yet traveiled over,
The jand at the western side of the Province -
is fertile, much of it highly So, and tne na-
tural scenery picturesque. I was truly glad
to find in Halifax 2 Baptist church, compris-
ing amongst its members no inconsiderable
portion of the inteliigence and respectability -
of that important city. I have never vet
fallen inte a circie of friends where the union
of devoted piety with polished mauvuers, was
more happily exemplifec. The Pastor of
the ‘church, in mind, maznners, and heart,
seemed worthy of the post he filis. was .
perhaps a misfortune that T arrived in the
country just too late tc be present at the An-
nual Session of the Nova Scotia Baptist Asso-
ciation, held this vear at Onslow near Troro.
It is delightful to.find ali the Baptists in the
country united in one association, and delib- .
erating and acting as one man. 'Shall we
ever see any thing like this in Canada® 1
trustso. Thereturnsfromsixty-twochurches
gave a total of 6396 communicants. The :
church at Horton in conuexion with the Col-
lege, had received during the year an acces- °
sion by baptism of eighty-two members.

The population of Nova Scotia is about '
250,000. The Baptists may claim to be
about 40,000 of this number, and happily .
they are well represented both in the House
of Assembly and'the Legislative and Execu-
tive Councils. Nothing pleased me more :
than the zeal manifested by the Nova Scotia !
Baptists in the sacred cause of edacation and !
of missions, the fraits of which have already
abounded to the divine praise and glory.
You have heard much of Horton or, as it is
now called, Acadia College. This is an In-
stitution to which the Nova Scotian Baptists
may well point with exultation and gratitude.
A few years ago its operations were ‘com-
menced i a contracted room of a dilapidated
farm house. Here a few children were col-
lected under the care of a solitary preceptor.
I now beheld handsome College buildings,
commanding a natural prospect of mingled
grandeur and loveliness, and situated upon a
freehold estate of between two and three
hundred acres of valuable land. In the
academical department about sixty youths
are receiving a sound education under a head
master and cownpetent assistants, In the
College upwards of twenty young men, many !
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of whom have heen encouraged by their re-
spective churches to engage in the Christian
Ministry, are pursuing a higher course of
study under the direction of three excel-
lent professors. The Institution, under the

. style and title of Acadia College, is now incor-

porated under the sanction of a royal charter,
zranted to it by our liberal government. Tt

" is situated in the very centre of a large and
. influential Baptist population, Horton Church,

not to mention others in the inmediate vicin-
ity, consisting of 560 members. Though a

- Baptist Institution, and under the direction

and care of Baptists, it attracts by its high
reputation no inconsiderable number of the
voutd of other denominations. This is a
pleasing circumstance, a2ud I should not be

" sorry to bear that there were Baptist youth

in the Colleges of the other denominations,
for in this, amongst other ways, we hope to
see sectarian prejudices broken down, espe-
cially in the rising generation,

Gur Baptist friends have been icfuentiai
enough for many vears to obtain towards the
expenses of the Coliege a legislative grant of
£300, which has this year been raised to
£500, a gratifying tribute to the unsectarian

- character of the [nstitution, its literary merit,

and the estimation in which our body is held.*
Acadia Cullege, however,could not be sustain.

- ed in its present efficiency without liberal vol-

untary coatributions. Our friends make noble
efforts on its bebalf, and are amply repaid.
There is perbaps no similar Institution exist-
ing where the religious instructions commag-

¢ nicated have been blessed in the conversion

of so many of the inmates. Horton has
enjoyed repeated revivals, and the last, which
took place in the spring of the present year,

. appears to have been the most extensive and

pleasing of any. A large number of the lads
and the young men, were baptized upon a
profession of their faith. The success of the
Institution bas rendered additional accom-
modation absolutely pecessary, and you will
be pleased to hear that amongst the resolu-
tions passed at the recent meeting of the As.
sociatior was one, pledging the Baptist body
to raise £1500 during the present year ta
meet the necessary expense. This was a
noble resolution. £300 were contributed
upon the spot, and four agents engaged to
canvass the churches throughout the country
for help towards the remainder.

If the Baptists of Nova Scotis are zealous
in promoting education, they are eqaally %0
in the cause of missions. Home missions
are prosecuted with diligence. Suitable
brethren are appoiuted to itinerate in desti-

® It deserves to be mentioned that the Nova
Scotian Legislature, with an income not exceed-
ing £80.000, devotes about £5000 per annum to the
canse of education,
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tute districts. Their expenses are borne in
part by those whom they visit, the people
being exhorted to liberality ; what remains
deficient is supplied by the association. These
itinerating journeys, which are undertaken
by valuable brethren, and prolonged during
many weeks, and sometimes mouths, appear
productive of much benefit.  The bounds of
the denominations are thus continually ex-
tended, souls converted, and new churches
formed. It is quite pleasing to see how our
brethren, to use a Nova Scotian phrase, seem
in this manner to be * taking hold” of the
most distant parts of the province. Happily
we in Canada are now enabled, by the help
of some of our young friends from Moutreal,
and by assistance from Christian friends in
England, to attempt something of this kind
anongst ourselves, It was peculiarly grati.
fying also to find, that the zeal for the con-
version of the heathen, which has so honor-
ably and so long characterized our denomina-
tion in Eugland, and also, though more
recently, in the United States, burns brightly
in the bosoms of Baptists in Nova Scotia.
We may soon expect to hear that one, if not
two young Baptist missionaries, well qualified
for the work, have quitted the retirement of
Haorton for the shores of Bengal, Burmah, or
Africa.  Qur brethren are united, and they
find the truth of the adage, Union is strength.
They have begun with educating their youth
in the fear of God, and offering every advan-
tage to such of their pious young men as have
been liceused to preach and desire these ad-
vantages. We see the issue in the outpour-
ing of the spirit upon their educational labours,
in a rapid increase of influence and public
esteem, and in an increasing coucern for the
souis of men. I should say, perhaps, that
our brethren have been accustomed for many
years to send contributions to the American
Board of Baptist Missions. But they think
that by sending abroad some youung men of
their own, a deeper interest will be excited
amonygst them in this sacred cause.

X feel it is time to draw these remarks to
a close. They have been written in the
hape that they may encourage the Baptists
of Canada to persevere in their endeavours
after union, to cherish their Theological In-
stitution, and to afford the utmost encourage-
ment to Missionary labour. The last five
years have witnessed a great and auspicious
movement amongst the Baptists in this exten-
sive country ; wnore numeraus probably than
their brethren in Nova Scotia, but alas! not
s0 united, and consequently not able to act
so efficiently for the glory of God and the
welfare of their fellow-men, What shall
he the story of the next five years? The
Baptists of Canada are exactly agreed with
the Baptists of Nova Scotia, in doctrine and

GERMANY.

in the discipline of the churches, Why
should they not realize in a similar degree
the blessing of the Most High? I may add,
in conclusion, that our brethren in this sister
province, are closely followed in every work
of faith and labour of love by the New Bruns-
wick Baptists, who have acquired a degree
aof public weight and influence scarcely in-
ferior to Nova Scotia, and that they desire
to cultivate the most friendly intercourse
that circumstances will permit with their
brethven in Canada, The Christian Mes-
senger, a newspaper published weekly in
Halifax, is the accredited organ of the de-
nomination. Xt is conducted with an un-
usual degree of skill and talent, and is well
worthy, till we huve a newspaper of our own,
to be patronised in Canada. The Canad
Baptist Magazine finds its way to Halifax.
I remain, dear friend,
J. D. J.

August 16, 1841. -
e
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR.
ONCKEN.

Liineburg, Sept. 24, 1840.—1I left Ham-
burg to-day on my journey to Hessia and
Bavaria. I had intended to leave before,
but several deaths in the church, and other
pressing engagements, occupiecd me to the
moment of my departure.  About 60 of our
members celebrated the Lord’s supper at my
house last Lord’s day evening. I preached
twice to about 70 of my people. At the
burying ground, where our sister A. was in-
terred, I had an excellent opportunity of ad-
dressing 100 persons, who paid deep attention
to the words of life,

Peine, 27th.—On my way to this place, [
had many opportunities of distributing tracts.
We have a brother at this place, formerly
united to the Moravians. He hasbeen pretty
active in the distribution of tracts and bibles;
and one or two persons have been henefitted
by his labours. T found that several persons
were in favor of believers’ baptism, but as
they have only begun to make a profession,
and appeared to have little knowledge of di-
vine truth, I thought it best to wait, and they
agreed to come with br. E. to Hambug
about Christ:nas. Called on the rector, who
received me very kindly. He inquired very
minutely into all our doctrines and practices,
and said, * All this is quite Apostolic.” I
preached twice at Br. E's. The assemblics
were not large,—in the evening there might
be about 20 persons present.—NMay the spirit
of God bless the seed and gather here a num-
ber of faithful persons to himself, who shall
be as lights amid the surrounding darkness!
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Othfresen, 29th.—DBr. Eggert accompanied
me to this place—a small village near the
main road from Brunswick to Berlin, and
about ten miles from Golar. The Lord has
opened here a door for his gospel. A young
man, a native of this place, named Sanders,
was converted at Stuttgart, and united to the
church.  Some time afterwards he resolved
to visit us at Ilamburg, but became so un-
well on the road that he was compelled to go
home. Here he began to converse with his
neighbours and others on the truths of the
bible, and to distribute the tracts he had
brought with him. His efforts were blessed;
a decp interest was excited; and religious
meetings were opened, at which sixteen or
eighteen persons attend now regularly
on the Lord's day. Among these I found
seven who have hopefully experienced a
change of heart, and being convinced of
their duty to render obedience to all Christ’s
commands, they were accordingly buried and
raised with their Lord in his own appointed
way.

Halle, Oct. 2.1 arrived here last eve-
ning, and was sorry to find that Professors
Tholuck and Guericke were absent.

To-day, called on a christian, to whom I
had formerly sent tracts. In him I founda
man deeply interested in the spread of the
gospel,  He also informed me that several
senior students intended to form a temper-
ance society. X engaged to supply them with
temperance tracts.

Bitterfield, 3d.—Much good has been ef-
fected in this place through the instrumen-
tality of Br. Werner, a member of the
church at Hamburg.,  W. is a native of this
part of Prussia, and returned early in the
present year to this place. He opened two
religious meetings in the week, conversed
with the people, and distributed many reli-
gious tracts, bibles, and other good hooks.
These efforts the Lord accompanied with his
blessing, to the couversion of some and the
awakening of many more.

1 was engaged the greater part of Saturday
and yesterday, in examining those converts
who have previously been convinced that
believers' baptism is an erdinance of Christ,
and that it was their duty to render obedi-
ence to this and every. other institution of
the Saviour. I found that nine, though
still deficient in knowledge and weak in faith,
had been taught what flesh and blood cannot
reveal to man, namely, their guilt and help-
lessness as sinmers, and their deliverance
through Christ. With these T proceeded
about 7 o’clock on Lord’s day evening, 4th
Oct., accompanied by Br, W. and the gener-
ous host and hostess of W., to a place about
twvo miles from the town, twhere the ordi-
nance of baptism was administered. finme-
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dintely aftec this I despatched W. to the
town to commence the med ting for preaching,
which was anvounced at 8 o'clock. 1 ar-
rived about half past 8, when I had the
pleasure of addressing a most attentive audi-
enco of about 60 or 70 persons. T trust God
was in the midst of us, of n truth—enjoyed
much liberty in speaking——many appeared to
be much affected. DMay the Lord bless his
own truth to the ingathering of the elect !

At 10 o'clock, T met the brethren and
sisters, assisted in forming them ‘ato a Chris-
tian church, and, after suitable sdmonitions
and instructions, commemorated with them
Christ’s dying love to his people.

Monday morniny, Oct. 6.—It has the ap.
pearance that the little church in this place
will almost immediately on its formatian be
called to share in the sufferings of Christ.

It is a happy circumstance that Br. Wer-
ner has settled here as u citizen, and that he
has been recognized by the authoritics, so
that he cannot be expelled,

Baireuth, 8th.— An ancient town of Fran-
conia; has 13,000 inhabitants, the greater
part of whom are protestants. Four miles
from the town is a villa of the prince of
Wirtemberg, which had been fitted up for
the reception of his wife, the princess, the
daughter of Louis Philip. I was invited to
visit the above place with Count Lest. Ba-
deri, my travelling companion from flof to
this place, which I accepted. I was happy
to find when I introduced the subject of the
necessity of a divine revelation, that the
count fully held that the bible was the word
of Ged. At the villa I left several tracts j—
may they be blessed to all the domesties that
generally hover about the residence of the
princes of the carth ! There are one or two
ministers, I am told, in the Lutheran church
here, who preach the gospel, but who have
manifested much opposition to the efforts of
our Br. K., 2 member of the church at Ham -
bury, and a native of this town. K. returned
here, after having been a worthy member at
Hamburg for more than three years. He
had a great desive to be instrumental in
spreading the trath in his native place; and
I gladly gave him the little assistance which
he required.

It is now a year since he left us, and his
efforts bave been greatly blessed. He has
distributed wearly 30,000 tracts, a consider-
able number of bibles, and other useful books.
His religious meetings have been numerausly
attended, and not a few have, as we trust,
been rescued from Satan and eternal destruc-
tion. In fact, bis labours for a time created
a gencral excitement, The authorities were
then excited against them. K. and others
were several times imprisoned, and the reli-
gious meetings strictly prohibited. By these
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cvuel measures the little flock has been much | brethren,  Not less than sixty-nine persons
scattered, and not a few who had declded to, have been baptized since my fiest visit two
follow the Lord In all his ordinances lmvel years ago. The elder and two deacous ac-
withdrawn, Some, however, have remained | companied e to N. ten miles from the city,
faithful, aud appear to be decided characters. | where the church has twelve members. We
T conversed with, and examined yesterday | spent several pleasant hours among them, aud
thrce men and three women; one of the; I was privileged to address them,
Iatter, an interesting girl ouly fourteen years 18th. Returned to Stuttgart, and spent a
of age. They all gave a good reason for{ most delightful Sabbath with the church ;
their hope, and I could with much joy fulfil| prenched twice; met with several members
their request and baptize them, which was| o settle little diffierences, which was effected ;
agcordmgly done last night, between 8 and 8| gaministered the Ford’ssupper in the evening,
o'clock, at a short distance from the town. | and gave afterwards some necessary instruc..
9th. —Tn the evening T met with the little | tions on church discipline, which had n.t
band of disciples, formed them into a Chris- | been strictly adhered to.  These exhortations
tian church, gave them solemn exhortativns , were well received, and will, I hope, be of
to constoncy in their professivn, and uuited | great use for the prosperity of the church.
with them in commemorating the death of Set out tu-day, in company with dea. T,
Christ. 'We were assembled with loched | for a village where one of the Stuttgart mem-
doors, not indeed for fear of the Jews or , bers lives; conducted a meeting at his house,
Gentiles, but of men calling themselves Chiris- | at which abuut twelve or fourteen persons
tinns!  The circumstances are peculiarly | might be present, most of whum are chris-
affecting ; for as soon as the fact is known to | tiaus, and are cunvinced of the spunduess of
the authorities that the ordinances have been | our priuciples; but the fear of man prevents
udministered to these dear people, they will, them from following their cunvictions, I
be expused to severe persecution. Qur Lord | trust, however, our visit will be attended
was of a truth in our midst, and we were ; with important results. Called on a winis-
refreshed and strengthened fromn his presence. | ter of our priociples, with whom I formed a
Oh that he would gather these lambs in his, connection in the bible and tract cause.
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and thus | T 4ryst that the Lord will yet induce
preserve them from the rage of men and devils. [ American and other christians to grant the
Stuttgart, 15th.— Arrived here this eve- | mission so much support, that 40 or 50 mis-
ning, and was most kindly rcceived by the. siunarics and culpurteurs may be employed.
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DEATH OF LORD SYDENHAM.
It is with feclings of sincere regret that we place upen record intellizence of the
death of His ExceLrLExcy the GovErnor GENERAL, Which event took place at
the Government House at Kingston, on the 19th of September. How inscrutable §
are the ways of Providence, and frequently how unexpected! A furtnight previous, §#
and His Excellency appeared in one of the most enviable sioations which it is
allowed to man to occupy. Saccessful in almest cvery purpose or desire he had
furmed, he seemed in full possessivn of all thase powers which he deemed neces-
sary to enable bim tv promote the welfure of the country he was called to govern.
Meanwhile an aciident (as men term it which was thought comparatively trifling,
and created for a scason no alarm, has summoned him in this short space of time
into an unseen world, and dissevered his connexion with the cares, and splendours,
aud vanities of the present state, fur ever. Cf his Lordship’s political career we
feel that we have nothing here to say. We deem it right, however, to add our
humble tribite to that just mced of praise, which will, we confidently anticipate,
be universally accord.d to his Lordship's devoted attention to the duties of his high
station, to his dilizence in cullecting information relative to the cundition of the )
country, and bis disintercsted desive to apply all his hnowledge, influence, and
ability in the promotion of its welfare. "We repeat, it is a mysterious Providence
which at the present moment deprives Canada of so able a ruler.




PAGE

MISSING



