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PENSIONS.

Parliament in all probability will be in Session before our next
number makes its appearance, and it will doubtless have something
in store, which wiil be of interest to the Permanent force of Can-
ada. For several sessions the question of granting pensions to the
regular military force of the Dominion has leen brought forward
by its friends, and found many advocates. Its chief promoter has
been Lieut.-Col. Prior, commanding the British Columbia Brigade
of Garrison Artillery, to whom the Force owes a deep debt of grati-
tude. When last May this gentleman most eloquently pleaded our
cause, the matter was not pressed, as the Minister of Militia pro-
mised that during the interim he would look seriously into the
matter. We trust that he has dore so, and that the result has
shown him not only the fairness of the demand, but the absolute
necessity which exists for Canada to establisn a scale of pensions
for her soldiers. If she expects to retain within the ranks of her
permanent Militia the best class of men, this can only be done
by granting them a pension—after they have had a long period
of service. The pay of a soldier, officer or private, either in the
British or Canadian service, is exceedingly small. In the fonner,
his pay increases by length of scrvice, and after 12 years he can
retire on a pension which at allevents will enable him to live. In
the latter, after four years scrvice an increase of 50 cents a day
is given to an officer, nonc to a private, but there is no further in-
crease, no matter how long he may continue in the service. 1Itis
well known to be a fact that atthe present moment we have officers
in the Permanent force of Canada who have served their country,
andrisked thejr lives in its defence, “tho, if compelled to retire now,
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would almost be without the means of support. Again, we have in
the force non-commissioned officers who have been in it since its
formation, and who are most valuable men in their particular depart-
ment. These men, we know, have more than once been about to
give up the service, as there seemed to be no future in store for them,
but have been induced to remain, because they were informed that
there was every prospect of Parliament granting pensions to the
Permanent { rce. We all know how difficult it is to retain men in
all the branches of our Military service.  There has so far been
little opportunity of their seeing even the various parts of our
own Dominion, for the Force since its formation has been almost
constantly kept at the same stations. Some of these, at all events,
have no enduring attraction to the man who is possessed of those
instincts which are presumed to be inherent in a soldier» With
the Imperial soldier it is different, for in addition to the knowledge
of a pension being in store for him—-if he remains long enough in
the service—he likewise knows that before that period arrives, he
will have seen a considerable part of the world.

The Major General Conmnanding has drawn attention to the
short time which the Canadian soldier serves his country, and the
reason we have already given. As a matter of fact, it is becoming
a little difficult to keep the Permanent force up to its strength,
which is only a little over one thousand men. When we think
that nearly forty years ago, the two weak provinces, Canada East
and Canada West, which then formed Canada, presented to the
British Government tke 1ooth Regiment, about goo strong, this diffi-
culty must seem strange. But the reason is obvious, and we have
already mentionedit. Indeed, as a matter of fact, the writer believes
that to-day it would be much casicr to recruit for the Imperial Ser-
vice than for our own. Moreover, granting a pension to our soldiers
would be in reality an economical measure. The number of deser-
tions which take place yearly is very large, and it is this fact which
explainsthe short termof the Canadian soldier’s service. Themen
who desert in the majority of instances take with them much of
their kit and their uniform, the value of which often amounts to
nearly $30. While we do not think that the certainty of a pension
would stop all desertions, we believe it would very materially lessen
their number,—sufficiently, at all events, not only to save a consi-
derable sum of money to the Government, but to keep the best men
in the force. Those who should know say such has been the effect
of the pensions to the Northwest Mounted Police, and we believe
the same result would follow similar treatment of the Permanent

Militia Force of Canada. .
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FIELD ARTILLERY WORK.
By Ligur.-Cor. J. F. WiLson, R.C.A.

(Read before the Montreal Military Institute, 3rd March, 1894.)

Before reading my paper to-night on * Field Artillery in the Field,”
I would wish to mention that it must of necessily be more or less
of a compilation taken from different authors and authorities. A
Canadian gunner, educated in this country, is hardly in a position
to see the efficient handling of field artillery so as to be able to form
opinions of his own, especially where the practical handling of this
particular arm of the service is confined to a very -small sphere,
Therefore I hope I may be exonerated from any charge of plagiar-
ism, if several of the theories and remarks laid down in this paper
may appear familiar to some of my audience. Another point I
would wish to mention is this: Itwill be seenin the course of the
lecture that I have not alluded in any way to the ammunition col-
umn, which, of course, accompanies all artillery corps in the field.
The reasons are obvious. The time for the reading of this paper is
limited, and the subject itself of such large proportions, that I must,
perforce, curtail it in order to keep within the bounds of what may
be more or less interesting, without fear of diverting into boredom.
But above all, Lieut.-Col. Montizambert last year read a most inter-
esting paper “ On the Supply of Ammunition in the Field,” before
the garrison at Quebec, and as I believe that paper is within the
easy reach of anyone wishing to read it, there is no object in my
repeating here the principles therein laid down.

One of the first principles of the employment of modern artillery
in the field is that care should be taken to have a superior number
of guns to those of the enemy, ready to bring into immediate action.
To attain this object, care must be taken that guns are placed as
near to the front of the column in marching as is possible, Itisalso
very essential that artillery should be used in masses of the greatest
strength possible, and brought up at the commencement of an engage-
ment irrespective of the development of the otherarms. Of course,
should it be found necessary to advance artillery without escort, care
must be taken that the front and flanks are clear of the enemy.

It is not advisable for small or detached bodies of artiilery to
push forward, in the early part of an action, into isolated positions
as such movements might interfere with the general’s plans of action
In-order to produce the fullest effect possible, the fire of artillery must
be,concentrated, and in order that this concentration of fire may be
best directed, the batteries must be sufficiently concentrated to be

«_



52 V. R. I, MAGAZINE,

worked by one commander. A brigade division of artillery in acticn
should never be broken up, except by order of the general command-
ing the troops, and then only for sume special and temporary reason.
Batteries advancing in Dbrigade should take great care to keep to
their brigade formation, and open fire in brigade, as batteries open-
ing fire in succession are likely to be overwhelmed in succession.
Therefore, as a simultaneous advance is advisable, the opening of fire
simultaneously is essential. It is also very important to observe
the proper intervals when advancing in brigade, in line under fire,
the full intervals between batteries being essential, in order to
facilitate observation of fire. Field artillery is really only effective
when in action; therefore, frequent changes of position when in
action are deemed unadvisable, as they lead to loss of time and con-
sequently effect.  Artillery advancing under effective fire should do
so at the most rapid pace the ground will admit of. On the other
hand, in retiring under (ire, they should not move faster than a
walk. Artillery in action must never retire except by the order of
the officer commanding the force to which they belong. The fire of
artillery may become slow from losses, but that can never justify
abandonment of a position. To such an extent is this.considered
escential that it is a recognized fact that although a battery may have
been obliged to cease fire, having run cut of ammunition, still it
must remain in action, even though under fire, till more ammunition
has been brought up to it; and the reason of this is obvious, for
were such a large unit as a battery, or indeed even one gun, seen to
be retiring, it would tend to have a demoralizing effect on our friends
and the contrary effect on our foes.

Great care must be taken when firing over the heads of friendly
woops. At any distance under 1,500 yards on level ground it would
be dangerous ; at longer ranges on level ground friendly troops
would te safeat a distance of 6oo yards from either the guns or
from the objective, so far as the artillery fire is concerned. As
artillery is scldom of use after dark, they should,as a rule, be
withdrawn from the front line afier dark.

Artillery has to commence and carry on the action at long ranges,
doing its destructive work before the action of the other arms is
possible. In the attack it covers the deployment of the advance
guards,and aids them in pushing in the advanced posts of the enemy.
If on the defensive, it checks the deploymeut of the enemy, thus
ccmpelling him to form up in order of battle at a distance,and, con-
sequently, delays his advance. In addition to commencing the fight,
it has also to maintain the fight—to keep down the fire of the
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enemy’s artillery and infantry. The artillery by its fire must search
the enemy’s position. The approaches and ravines, woods and
cover of ail kinds, whether real or artificial, have to be successively
dealt with by the searching fire of the artillery. When a force
awaits attack in position, its guns have to keep dowa the fire of the
hostile artillery, and delay, as long as possible, the forward move-
ment of infantry. Brackenbury says that artillery is the arm that
deteriorates the least during the combat, aind is the one that can
most effectively be kept in hand by'the general i» command. Guns
can with rapidity be transferred from one point to another, and by
means of their manceuvering power can most eflectively aid in the
limited changes practicable on the field of battle. . Again, it is the
duty of ihe artillery to co-operate with the other arms in dealing the
final blow at the enemy, following up his retreat, and also in the
case of defeat covering the retirement of their own side. Prince
Kraft lays down the following fundamental duties of attillery in the
field: To commence the action; to lengthen out the fight; to
prepare the decision ; to draw off the enemy’s artillery fire from the
rest of the troops ; to pursue the beaten enemy ; and, finally, to form
a rallying point for the other troops.

The proportion of guns to the other arms, as laid down in the
latest Artiilery Manual, for an army corps is five batteries of horse
artillery and thirteen batteries of field artillery, or 108 guns all told.
In view of the increased tactical efficiency of modern artillery, it
would appear as if one could not have too many guns, but it must be
borne in mind that artillery can of itself do little without the aid of
the other arms. In considering the proportion of guns, care must
be taken in considering the available space for the guns to occupy.
It is a notable fact thatduring the Franco-German war, the Germans
had great difficulty in finding sufficient room for their guns from the
tendency they had to always push their artillery into the front line
at the outset. At the battles of Spicheren and Woerth, the German
artillery occupied a space equal to one-third of the whole line in the
front attack, while {towards}the close of the battle of Gravelotte the
guns occupied two-fifths of the line.

In the Franco-German war the Germans had a percentage of 3.7
guns per thousand men. Of course, they could not use this large
percentage ; but it must be borne in mind tho* during the war of
1870-71 the Germans acted entirely on the offensive. In the Russo-
Turkish war of 1877, the Russians, also acting on the offensive, had
a percentage of 3.9 guns per thousand men, while the Turks only
had a percentage cf 2.2 per thousand. In proportioning the num-
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ber of guns to an advance guard, it may be assumdé?! that a d'vision
has one battery attached to the advance guard, while an army corps
has generally two batteries, and sometimes as many as three batteries.
The increased importance of artillery in the field will be shown

when it is remembered that in Napoleon IL’s battles the advance

guard, no matter of what strength, seldom had more than 2 guns
with it, and their duties appear to have been simply to open fire
when the enemy was found in force, so as, to warn the army, although
the percentage ot guns to men in his army was considered by
Napoleon to be about 4 guus per 1,000 men,

To give a slight idea of the number of guns employed in single
engagements during the Franco-German war, it might be of interest
to mention the battle of Weissenburg, fought on the 4th August,
1870, when 66 guns were in action., During the baule of Woerth,
6th August, 1870, 108 were in action at one time, and ready to be
increased to 2co. At the battle of Gravelotte, fought on the 18th
August, 1870, by one o’clock in the afternoon 138 guns had been
in action, although ore battery had been completely annihilated.
Still more batteries were sent forward, till 7o batteries, or 420
guns, had been in action, before the infantry were sent forward to
decisive attack. At the batile of Koniggratz, in the Austro-Prus-
sian campaign of 1866, the Prussians had only 32 guns in action.
Their later war shows their thorough appreciation of artillery in the
field. '

The acknowledged percentage of guns per 1,000 men is from 3.
to 4 in the British army, and the modern tendency seems to in-
crease the numbers to the maximum. It has always been admirtted
that inferiority m other arms can be compensated for by an mcrease
in the number of guns. Brackenbury says that in small forces there
is scarcely a limitto the number of guns that can with advantage be
brought into the field, as there will be plenty of room. During
some of the minor engagements of the war of 1870, as many as 10
guns per 1,coo men were engaged at the same time with effect.

Before moving into pesition to advance foractior, a short halt will
be necessary in order to collect the batteries and for a general
advance. The officer commanding the artillery should seize on this
opportunity to gallop ahead and reconnoitre the position he pro-
poses to take up. The formation that should be adopted by the
assembled batteries, preparatory to advancing, should either be in
brigade division, quarter column, full interval, it the country is
open and ground favorable, or ir line of battery columns if the
country is intersected or ground bad. Wagons will conform to

IR
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the movements of their own batteries at a distance of between 400
to 8oo yards. If the nature of the ground is such, the advance may
be continued in column formation, giving sufficient time to form
into line at full interval, and become steadiced in their new forimation,
before the final advance, preparatory to coming intu action, which
must be done at an increased pace. Should necessity arise to take
up a position with cover on either side, care must be taken to have
the cover searched before forming up and opening fire,

Before selecting his position, or if compelled to accept a certain
position, the officer commanding the artillery should make sure of
certain requirements, so far as is practicable. A good position
should afford a clear, open rangeto the front and flank. The fire
of guns should cover not only the country generally, but also every
road and line of approach that the enemy mmght use. The experi-
ments at Okehampton in 1875 proved that 4,000 yards was an
effective range, even with the field guns then in use. Now it might
be even longer. Of course, in the principles laid down in this
paper, I am speaking of the field artillery as it exists to-day in the
British army, which to all intents and purposes are applicable to the
Canadian artillery, with the exception, it may be, of the extreme
range of our field guns, which is estimated at about 3,500 yards,
It must be borne in mind, though, that the effect of shell, even with
a powerful telescope, can hardly be observed at a range exceeding
3,000 yards, and that to fire without knowing the effect of your fire,
entails a useless expenditure of ammunition,

Many opinions have been expressed, by eminent artillerists, as to
the best method of handling artillery ir the field. Gen. Williams,
D.A.G,, R.A,, says on this subject :

“ Let us improve our brigade drill. There is tacticai advantage
« to be gained by the drill ; the menlike it; it is invaluable as a means
“ to discipline. Let us throw away our patched idea of moving in-
¢« dependently and simultancously. Let us rather make ability to
“ manceuvre an indispensable qualification to command. Artillery is
“the most difficult arm to manceuvre, but a commanding officer
“should be able to clear his front, get into the proper place, and get
“ the proper direction in quarter column at a trot, and tt.n form
“line to the front and gallop his line into action.”

In choosing a position, the following points si++uld be observed :

1. Take up the bestposition to give full eflect to the fire of your
batteries.

2. So draw up your position that it will be difficult for ihe
enemy to range upon you.
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3. And so arrange your guns that, while obtaining the full effect
of their fire on the enemy, they are themselves as far as it is
practicable, concealed from view of the enemy.

As to the first qualification—see that there is a clear view on the
target over the sights. See that there is sufficient space for your
whole line of guns, in other words, so as to be able to concentrate
your fire. Seec that your ground is as level as possible to check
excessive recoil, also that the line of front is unbroken by obstacles,
and also that the ground in front is open and free from cover for the
enemy.

As to the second qualification in sclecting your position, to prevent
the enemy ranging upon you, try and secure ground where the back
ground is unfavorable to observation of fire by the enemy ; also
guard against the proximity of any prominent objects that the enemy
«could range on.  Wet or broken ground in front of your line of fire
is advantageous, as being likely to hold the enemy’s shell; but it
must also be borne in mind that wet or boggy ground will be disad-
wvantageous if it impedes movement,

As to the third qualification—concealment of view from the enemy,
use may be made of natural cover, or artificial cover may be thrown
ap. It may be well here to mention that in selecting positions for
ammunition waggons, the service of ammunition is paramount.

The foregoing choice of positions is laid dewn for ariilu ry of the
-offensive. Tor the defensive they vary somewhat. The requ ‘ments
-of agood position for defensive actions are that its length ana depth
should be suitable to the number available for holding it. Second,
‘the flanks should be able to be casily defended. Third, there
should be a commanding view, and fire, of the country over which
the enemy has to pass. It should also afford goed positions for
guns, and cover for reserve, and, above all, the communications
throughout should be easy,and ample facility afforded to advance or
retreat.

Mistakes will constantly occur in bringing up all the guns of the
.artillery corps into position, or as many as may be required, and
miscalculations as to the available space may happen. All such
-errors should, as far as practicable, be corrected while in the pre-
limirary position. When changes have to be made in order to cor-
rect these errors, care must be taken to expose the units in motien,
to as little of the enemy’s fire as possible, and to do this the batter-
ies ordered to change their position should limber up and move to
the rear, utilizing all cover available before it advances to its correct
position,
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The rules as to fire discipline are practically the same for all
armies, and can ouiy he obtuned by carcfal mstruction, and the
instruction should be concise in laying down choice of projectile,.
and should exclude all error and misconceptions in target, aim and
range and order of fire. The officer commanding a brigade division
of artillery will be responsible for its tactical conduct and concens
tration or distribution of iis fire. If he is convinced that a battery
is not obtaining full possible results, he will order the alteration of
elevation or fuse. Qwing to the difficulty of d:termining which
particular battery, of a number firing, has made a particular sho, it
is advisahle generally to appoint one battery to find the range, and
the other batteries in the brigade may in the meantime be ranging
distant objects in the vicinity that it may posstbly be of use to have.
The rate of fire will generally be determined upon by the officer
comunanding the artillery. ‘T'he ranging of individual batteries and
the conduct of their fire will be left entirely in the hands of officers
crmmanding batteries, The choice of projectile also will generally
be left to battery commanders.

As a general rule, the fire in the preliminary combat, such as ar-
tillery would be engaged in, or during the artillery duel, will be
slow fire. To fire rapidly during a whole action would be impos-
sible, as the ammunition would not last; but a great moral effect can
be produced by rapid fire or a salvo when it is timely.  Rapid fire
can best be employed when masses of the enemy are moving within
eff :ctive range, when artillery is in movement or coming into action,
when the decisive. infantry attack is about to take place, when guns
have to act in self-defence at short ranges,and when one echelon of
guns has to move forward under cover of those still in action. It
would appear a mistake to concentrate the fire of any group of.guns
on any special mark. In the first instance, the enemy should be
cannonaded along his whole line of guns. '

The following may be estimated as the comparative effect of fire
for artillery and infantry, viz.: Distant to mediim range for artil-
lery is from 3,500 to 2,500 yards; medium artillery to long range
infantry from 2,500 yards to 1,500 yards ; and decisive artillery to
decisive infantry from 1,50¢ to oo yards.

Advantage should of course be taken of the utmost range of guns
to annoy 'troops passing over a bridge or an obligatory point of pas-
'sage-as far as the eye can reach. At 1,100 yards, artillery can defend
itself against infantry ; but it would be dangerous to allow themto
‘approach within 8oo yards, as thé guns run the chance of being
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silenced.  Artillery which has found its range should make it very
difficult for hostileartillery to come into action up to 2,500 yards.

It is pretty generally acknowledged that the massing of guns, and
the tremendous effects obtained thereby, was the result of the man-
ner in which the general actions commenced, rather than any pre-
conceived tactical ideas in the war of 1870. ‘The concentration o
fire of a large group of batteries, together with the effect of strictfire
discipline, has never yet been seen, as fire discipline in field artillery,
in its thorough acceptation of the word, is more or less of recent
date. Moreover, the field gunsof to-day are far more powerful than
they were in 1870 (except the guns in the Canadian service,) and the
destructive effects of the modern shrapnel have yet to be witnes-ed.
Brackenbury says:

¢ If it be considered that the present artillery material has never
yet been fairly tried in warfare, and that every year increases in’
some manner its efficiency,’ that the modern theory of artillery
tactics or the mode of using the perfected equipment is of compara-
tively recent growth, and that thie other arms are, from the very
nature of their constituents, incapable of mucl) more progress, it may
be fairly deduced that the power of the artillery arm will, in the
future, be even greater than it has been in the past.”

When the general commanding considers that the enemy’s guns
are sufficiently subdued to admit of his infantry advancing, he makes
known his views to the officers commanding the artillery, and points
out the enemy’s position, on which he proposes to concentrate his
attack. The fire of all the batteries, except one battery, is now con-
verged upon the point of attack, and some little time is generally
allowed for this concentrated fire to take effect. The remaining
battery which has not changed its original range of fire should now
be directed to sweep the whole line of the enemy’s guns, and thus
prevent them from making a new formation to meet the forthcoming
attack,

As soon as the general advance of the infantry is ordered, the
whole of the guns will turn their fire on the enemy’s infantry and
neglect for the time the artillery. Support te the infantry in advance
must be afforded by the guns. The guns should advance with the
infantry if the ground will permit of it, up to the point where the
enemy’s fire becomes so dexdly that it is impossible to bring them
into action. The advance of 1he artillery always has a great moral
effect. A bold advance of artillery dispirits the enemy. The noise
of the discharge. and the violent explosior of the shells, combine 10
cause an effect on the nerves of the soldier, wholly incommensurate
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with the actual destruction caused. In fact, the limit to which the
guns may a lvance in an attack must depend a great deal on individe
ual circumstance of the particular engagement in which they are-in.
No doubi, pushing forward thé artillery subjects them te considerable
loss, but it must be burne in mind that artillery is effective still, with
a considerable loss in its personnel. The old idea of never pushing
a battery forward and looking upon the loss of a gun as equivalent
to the loss of a color should not be encouraged. So also must itbe
remembered that artillery, once having obtained a good position,
and doing effective work, must be kept in that position, even if at
the loss of a gun or two, for it is beiter to lose several guns than lose
a battle.

Colonel Brackenbury says :—*‘Guns should never retirve from their
original position without the express order of the general in com-
mand, but should continue in their place to the list, sacrificing
themseives if necessary for the good of the other troops.”

In laying down the fundamental principle that anidery should
never retire, reference is made to artillery as being a unit, either in
an advance guard oran army corps. Should it ever bz necessary for
an army or advance guard to retreat,of course the artillery will have
to retire with the rest of the army, maintaining its effectiveness,
however, to the last moment.

A body of troops is forced, under certain circumstances, to retire,
sometimes only for a short distance, as in the case of an unsuccess=
ful counter-attack, sometimes altogether, as I said before, in the
case of general retreat, when an army is defeated. A retreat, how
ever, may be purely voluntary, as, for instance, that of an advance
guard falling back to a main position, or that of an army striving to
gain a better strategic position. In all these cases the artillery is
able to play an important part. The effect of retiring on the ordinary
soldier is more or less demoralizing, and artillery is the énly arm
which is insensible to mental influence. This insensibility to mental
nfluences is derived, no doubt, from the peculiar natwre of the ser-
vice of the artillery arm.

It being more or less the scientific arm of the service, it follows
as a natural consequence that the men cannot eater into all the
“ways and means” and “ pros and cons” that may be passing through
the mind of their commanding officer, in drawing up or changing
his line of offence or defence.  An artilleryman, like every other good
soldier, simply does as he is-ordered, without being in a position to
reason out in his own mind why such and such orders are given.

|
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The result is all tlie gunner is responsible for—the tactical and
strategesical responsibility resiing with higher authority. Tt can »el-
dom or never be practicable for a fraction of a battery or a sub-
division to act on their own'responsibility, yet it frequently happens
that as small a component part as a file of men in the infantry may
be called upon and compelled to act on their own judgment and
discretion, hence the above reference to insensibility on the part of
the artilleryman, to mental influences-.

- It may be well here to say a-few words as to the position and
duties of artillery officers in action. The officer commanding the
artillery should always be in close attendance on the general officer
commanding the army, unless otherwise ordered. lie must make
sure that he thoroughly understands the plan of campaign ; and any
changes in the original scheme should be immediately communicated
to :him. He is more responsible for the tactical situation of the
artillery corps than for the technical service of the guns, which
latter will be best left to officers commanding batteries. The officer
conunanding the artillery of an army corps is always on the staff of
the general commanding his particular army corps, and will, as a
rule, remain with him throughout the action. The officer com-
manding the artillery of an army corps should make humsclf ac-
quainted with all the artillery positions and ammunition columns.
The ammunition park is directly under his orders.

.The officer commanding a brigade division of artillery should,
after first attending to the employment of any guns that may be im-
mediately required, accompany the generai in his reconnaissance,
learning his intentions and receiving his orders. The officer ¢c:m-
manding an individual battery should always station himself on a
flank—windward, if possible—and be sufficiently close to his battery
that he may observe the fire of each gun, and, if necessary, verify
the range and fuze, and also be sure that his voice may be heard
by each gun detachment.

The captain of a battery is responsible for the supply of ammu-
nition and replacement of all casualties among men and horses.

When a general retreat is ordered, it is the essential duty of the
artillery commander to so arrange his command as to gain time for
the rest of the retreating army, and also to be able to withdraw him-
self without serious loss. Wilh this object in view, it is essential
that in selecting his position he should do so with the main object
of being able to open fire on the enemy at long range, and thus com-
pel the infantry of the enemy to draw up for attack formation at the
greatest possible distance,
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NOTES FROM THE DIARY OF A STAFF OFFICER.
A Trir TO VaxNcouver Isianp, B.C.

In the Spring of 1878 I received an unexpected telegram from
Headquarters, directing me to proceed without delay to Victoria,
B.C., there to crect and arm Batteries for the protection of the
harbors of Victoria and Esquimalt, and to instruct a Militia
Battery of Garrison Artillery, which was about being raised and
equipped for the purpose of manning the heavy guns it was intend-
ed to be mounted in these defences.

It may be remembered that about this time the public mind was
considerably exercised as to the probability of a war with Russia,
in which event the very unprotected state oi our harbors and
coal depots on the Pacific would naturally cause uneasiness, and,
as my instructions admitted of no delay, preparations for departure
were hurried through, and within eight days from the receipt of the
order, my wife and I arrived at San Francisco.

The overland trip wZze the Union and Central Pacific Railways
has been so often described and so thoroughly puffed in its numer-
ous guide books, that it is needless to enlarge upon its common-
place incidents, the comparatively slow pace of the train and the
comfort of the Pullman cars insures against the slightest fatigue r
even discomfort; but after leaving Omaiz, the dining car was taken
off, and had we not taken the precaution to provide ourselves
with a substantial Juncheon basket, would have fared rather mea-
gerly at the wayside stations where an occasional stop was made
for refreshments. )

With the exception of one afternoon when the road passes
through the beautiful canyons of the Echo and Weber, with preci-
pitous red cliffs overhanging on one side, and the sparkling Uintah
river on the other, an early morning peep of the American River
Canyon from the precipitous slope of Cape Horn, round the very
verge of which the train creeps like a serpent, and an evening
sunset effect over the desolate waters of the Great Salt Lake, there
is little in the way of scenery to attract the traveller.’

Possibly the most interesting features in the journey to travellers
from the East are the great prairies themselves;the eye never
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seems to tire of wandering over their apparently boundless expanse ;
and when, towards the end of the journey, their sterile, alkali
strewn and sandy waste, dotted only with scanty tufts of sage, has
earned for them the most appropriate name of the Great American
Desert, the scene in its weird desolation possesses a wonderful
fascination,

It requires all the assurances of the guide books to make one
believe that the Rocky Mountains have actually been surmounted,
a few distant peaks seen from about the highest station on the line
are the only reminders of that celebrated mountain chain. On
our return journey, about the middle of September, at this place, we
passed tarough a heavy snow storm. There were on the train a Jarge
party of juvenile Californians who had never seen snow before; their
‘astonishment and delight knew no bounds, but they were not long
in discovering its adaptability for snowballing purposes, and the
few minutes we spent at Summmit Station were enlivened by a real-
istic attack on its inhabitants by these youthful desperadoes.

On our arrival at San Francisco it was found that the mail steamer
for Victoria had just left; so as the next direct steamer would
not leave for ten days, arraugements had to be made for a more
speedy departure. Two routes were open to us: one by land from
Sacramento, past the celebrated Mount Shasta to Portland, Ore-
gon, involving a leng and fatiguing jouwrney by stage ; the other by
steamer direct to Portland, thence by river boat to Kalama, and by
rail to Tacoma, on Puget Sound, from which a stcamer runs
twice a week to Victoria. .

We were fortunate in finding a steamer about to leave for Port-
land, so were spared the fatigues of the overland route ; and after
three days rolling on the very mis-named Pacific, arrived opposite
the entrance to the Columbia River, whose far-famed Bar shewed
itself in an unbroken line of surge across our path. Fortunately
the tide was nearly full, and after about an how’s delay we were

"able to cross, and calling at the fishing settlement of Astoria,

proceeded on our way up the river to Portland.

The Columbia is a most brautiful and picturesque river, from
one-half to a mile wide, with a gentle current; it winds through a
succession of lovely landscapes, the mountains on either side are
covered with luxuriant foliage, while in many places the magnifi-
cent growth of evergreen oaks is continued to the water’s cdge,
the trees dipping their massive branches in the siream.  The snow-

_¢lad peaks of Mounts Hood, Rainer and Adams are nearly always

visible in the far distance ; and as we steamed slowly upwards on a
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glorious summer evening, threading our way through a maze of
fishing boats with their rows of salmon nets, the scene was one not
readily to be forgotten.

We arrived at Portland just in time to catch the early morning
river boat for Kalama ; so with the exception of what could be seen
in a burried drive over the roughest of pavements, caught hut a
tleeting glimpse of this young and prosperous city.

Leaving Kalama about noon we arrived at Tacoma in the even-
ing; this branch of the Northern Pacific Railway passes through
dense pine forests,—clearings are few and far between, but when
nearing Tacoma, an occasional view of the snow-clad Mount
Tacoma, scen through a vista of prairie meadows, presents a picture
of remarkable beauty.

Tacoma is a small village charmingly situated at the head of
Puget Sound; and its comfortable hotel seemed a very haven
of rest on the quiet Sunday, during which we were obliged
10 submit to an unavoidable delay on our hitherto hurried journey.

Leaving Tacoma in the evening, we spent most of the night at
the whaif at Seattle, and arriving at Victoria on the afternoon of the
following day, found the litile city in its normal condition of quiet
security, with public feeling not in the very least excited about 4
the possible danger of a Russian invasion. I

Apropos of the latter, a somewbat amusing incident occurred '
shorily before our arrival, and when the probability of a declaraiion
of hostilities really appeared somewhat imminent.  The story may
have appeared before, but it is worlh repeating, and T give it as it
was told to me.

An accident had happened to the telegraph line from San Iran-
cisco, and communication was temporarily suspended, the last
message flashed across the wires being that the English fleet werc
just about to enter the Dardaneiles, and that a declaration of war
with Russia was hourly expected.

At this crisis, very early one morping, a large steamer was seen
approaching the harbor of Esquimalt, and soon the Russian flag
disclosed the fact of lier being a man-of-war of that nation.

H.M.S. frigate “Opal  and the gun-boat “ Rocket’’ were then
lying at anchor inside the harbor, and suspecting nothing, the
“Russian” came quictly alongside and dropped her anchor. Tt
appears that the *“ Opal” was at this time either receiving or dis-
charging ammunition ; but however that may be, her captain senta
note to the captain of the Russian frigate, requesting him to defer
the customary salute, and hastened to Government House to obtain
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some information as to the proper course to be pu{sned should, as
was anticipated, the resumption of telegraphic commummuon bring
with it the news that war had been declared.

"The Licut.-Governor lost no time in summoning lns h\v officers
and rcspoxmble advisers, and it was currently reported that the
question i debate resolved itself into this: should the Russian
be allowed a fair start, or should the *“Opal” be clegrcd for action
and preparcd to sink the intruder should he refuse to haul down
his flag ? '

Meanwhile the gallant Russian, who had just arrived from a long
voyage across the Pacific, was naturally anxious for some fresh pro-
visions, and accordingly despatched his first Lnutcnant md a party
of sailors to obtain the needed supplies in Victoria.

The party arrived. and the supplies were duly ordered, but the
suspicions of the officer in command were aroused by the strange
behavior of the citizens, who, standing aloof in groups, regarded
him and his men with suspicious glances. He does.no't ilppear
to have been long iun discovering how matters stood, nor yet m
bringing his party back to Zsquimalt, where he found his chief
quietly enjoying a cigar and the luxury of a stroll on terra firma.
His enjoyment was not of long duration, for, coupling his Licu-
tenant's information with the English captain’s request to defer
his salute, he rapidly came to the conclusion that the sooner he
increased the distance between them the better. His fires were not
yet out, so hurrying on board, his anchor was soon weighed and his
vessel slowly passed through the narrow exit from the harbor,
followed by the maledictions of the unhappy green “tocers of ch-
toria who on this occasion just arrived in time to be too late.

‘T'his hasty departure must doubtless have been a considerable
relief to the Legislators at Government House, who had their diffi-
culty solved for them ; but how it .would have cventuated should
.circumstances have turned out differently, must always be a matter
.of doubt, and this grave question of international law, custom, or
.courtesy still remains unsolved.

My own duties soon began, it so happening that the evening of
my arrival had been selected for the first muster of the Victoria
‘Garrison Artillery. About thirty very fine young fellows were sworn
in, and I was most fortunate in finding amongst these a man who
had previously obtained a gunnery school certxﬁcatc under my
command.

We soon arranged for a regular course of evening drills and
lectures, and at the termination of my three months’ stay at Victoria

e
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I had the satisfaction of leaving a garrison battery very fairly
advanced on the road to complete efficiency, and commanded by
an officer who has since completed his artillery education with great
credit to himself at the Citadel, Quebec.

My firstistep was naturally to ascertain how many guns were
available for defensive purposes, and then to select the most suitable
sites for the erection of coast batteries. Placing myself in com-
munication:with the District Staff and the Naval authorities, from
whom-1.derived great.assistance and much valuable co-operation,
we were not long.in deciding upon locations from whence at 1east
six to.seven of the.heaviest guns available could concentrate their
fireaupon.the approaches to the haibors of Victoria and Esquimalt. {

The real difficulty of the work now presented itself. My instruc-
tions “vdre towuse the greatest cxpedition with the least possible
expenditurei—the ground had 1o be accurately surveyed, plans of the i
batteries detidediupon, and working drawings prepared, together @

P Saxg

-

with estimates of-the probable expenditure, not only for the
actual {abor for the erection of the batteries, but also for the trans.
yort of the' guns; carriages, etc,, purchase of timber required for s
construction; and in some cases for the puichase of the land itself, -;
Wages ave, or'were at that time, very high in British Columbia. I
had to pay$2.00 per diem for ordinary labor, my foreman received
$4.00, and carpenters and blacksmiths were paid in proportion.
The ordinary decessarics of life, though somewhat higher in price
than in eastern -Canada, were not at all in proportion to the ahove
rates, and as 4-consequence, so far as I could learn, anything like Y
abject poverty ‘'was'unknown,—I never saw a beggar, noryet heard a
charity sermon-preached that summer, and I-almost believe that,
except for Foreign:Missions and Diocesan funds, they are pr'u.txcﬂlv
unknown,” - .

The! ﬁrSt battéry 1 erected was for two 64-pr. R.M.L. guns on
the sumiit 3f'a ‘small promontory about g5 féet above sea level.
Acros§’ t'ﬂe harrowest part of the neck of land separating it from the
mainland'eéré the remains of a large deep ditch, and I subse-
quently founﬂ other e\cavanons in similar positions along the
coast 'ling. " N6'tradition appears to exist-as to their uses, or
original -'Eotistriictors. The ome in question must have been
originally froti'ten to twelve feet deep and about sixty yards jong ;
the earth was all thrown outwards, forming a steep high parapet,
It «uppears very probable that they were originally constructed by
coast 1ndidiis, whio may have visited these shores for fishing purposes,
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and wished to secure themselves in a sort of defensible work against
the land tribes.

We had to make a wide cutting through this ditch and bank, and
found some beds of burnt shells, a bone or two which may have
been used as needles, and part of the vertebrze of a whale or other
large fish, which had evidently been used as a mortar for grinding
roois or grain.

Having no assistant, and indeed being unable to find anyone in
Victoria who had ever seen a military earthwork, I was obliged to
personally superintend every step in their construction.

For the benefit of those who may take an interest in such matters,
1 may state that the general type of the four batteries constructed
approximated as nearly as possible to the most modern coast
defences in England, viz., gun emplacements excavated below the
surface of the ground, and separated from each other by high
earthern traverses about 3o feet thick, so affording complete
protection from all but the mbst direct frontal fire.

The guns, being all naval ones with naval carriages, had to be
mounted upeon platforms built in the same manner as the decks of
a ship, and owing to the necessity for rapid work combined with
cconomy, all the interior revetments of the works had also to be
constructed of wood. Fortunately timber of the very best quality
was abundant and cheap, and were it not for the dampness of the
climate which is fatal to its durability in exposed situations, no
better material could be found; as it is, I fear that ia a very few
years the whole of this work will have to bereplaced. *

What with eight to ten hours a day, with the laborers at the
batteries, evening drills with the Volunteers, and plan drawing and
estimating at night, the work was severe enough. So afier the first
battery was so nearly complete that I could estimate its expense
very closely, I endeavored to arrange for the erection of the remain-
der by contract. Judging py straws as to how the wind blows, and
as an instance of how fortunes may be acquired by contractors, I
may mention the fact that the most respectable and highly recom-
mended contractor whom I approached on this subject tendered
for the construction of one battery, identically similar to the one then
approaching completion, at a price closely approximating to the
estimate which' 1 had made, and which the Government eventu-
ally. paid for the whole four.

*Nore.—1894. These batteries.are now in ruins, and being replaced by more
extensive and durable works.
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After this experience I preferred to continue the system of day
labor under my own supervision,

! was, however, most fortunate in obtaining the services as fore-
man of laborersof a Mr. Walter Clark, a most intelligent and trust-
worthy man, and possessed of great fertility of resource. He very
soon comprehended the principles of construction, and by his read-
iness and carefulness very much lightened my subsequent labors.

Some of the incidents connected with the transport and mount-
ing of the heavy gune for some of the batteries were unusual enough
to deserve some special mention. Three 3 in. guns of 74 tons
each had to be brought from the Admiralty wharf to a battery about
two miles distant, the road to which passed over a hill with a steep
descent and a sharp tusn at its foot. A transporting carriage was
extemporized from portions of a lumber wagon and trolley, and six
good horses had no difficalty in bringing the gun to the top of the
hilt ; here Mr. Clark put into practice a device which I had never 4
before seen, leaving the wheel team in the wagon, the lead teams ﬁ
were taken out and hooked to the rear of the wagon by chains
attached to the breeching of their harness, Sosoon as the gun began
its descent they were reined back, and so keeping the carriage
under perfect control, the foot of the slope was reached without the
slightest difficulty.

The slides, carriages and guns for this work were placed in pos-
ition in the battery by the simple plan of driving eachin succession L
to the top of the parapet in front of the positions they were to oc-
cupy. Long skids were then placed to receive them, and they were
<lid into position without any further expenditure of labor than
that 1equired to work a couple of hydraulic jacks—the latter, in-
deed, with some handspikes and rope were the only appliances at
our disposal, and we were fortunate in not having greater difficulties
10 encounter.

It was decided to mount the heaviest gun- available, an 8 in. R.
M. L. of g tons, on a s:nall island commanding the entrance to
Esquimalt, together with some lighter natures of ordnance to pro-
tect the flank approaches.

The island was at the time mainly covered by a dense growth of
small sized trees. Forcing my way through these one day whilst
engaged in the search ‘or a suitable location for a gun emplacement,
I stumbled over what 1 at first mistook for a hare or rabbit trap,
but which on closer examination proved to be a number of small
upright sticks enclosing a space of about 3 by 2 feet.
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Mi. Clark informed me thatit was an oid Indian grave, and as it
lay directly in the middle of the road which had to be cleared for
the passage of the gun, etc, we decided on exhuming the remains
and re-interring them in a more secluded position.

The ground was a very dark, friable mould, and within a few
inches of the surface we came upon the remains. They were en-
closed in' what must evidently have been a rude wooden box, and
consisted of the bones of a small sized skeleton—the head and
knees had been doubled back on the chest, and the whole did not
appear to occupy a space of more than 2 by 1 feet.

The skull was of abnormal léngth—shewing the owner to have
been of the Flat Head Tribe—and, whilst the remainder of the
bones were the color of dark mahogany, the frontal bone of the
skull was a bright vermillion !

This extraordinary circumstance Mr. Clark accounted for by ex-
pressing his belief that the pigment used by the Indians for painting
their faces on the warpath must have found its way through the
skin, and so stained the skull. Possibly some of my scientific readers
may hit upon a more plausible reason ; meanwhile the fact remains
otherwise unexplainable.

The shores of Brothers Island are steep and rocky, so in order to
land the guns, etc., large baulks of timber were secured together,
floated into position, and arranged atlow tide, so as to receive the
guns which, brought fror the mainland in a barge, were raised
from the latter by sheers and lowered on to the baulks. Timber
ways were constructed from the baulks to the crest of the bank and
the guns hauled up to the latter.

In order to insure against damage to the barge at low water, and
also to prevent delay, it became necessary to ascertain exactly the
time when it would be high water on a certain date. This appar-
ently simple observation did not prove to be so_easy at it secmed.
No tide tables existed, and my inquiries amongst seafaring men only
elicited the, to me, startling fact that during the summer it was
generally high water in the afternoon! For several days I care-
fully noted the rise and fall, on a tide mark I erected ; but its ap-
parent and unaccountable variations set all my calculations at de-
fiance, and I at last was forced to the conclusion that there was
really no. fixed law, as elsewhere, guiding the rise and fall of the
tide, and that, as my Naval friends informed e, it generally was
high wafer in the afternoon!

The sheers were kindly placed for me by the Navy, who also dis-
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embarked' the guns and stores, and the further operations were
accomplished without difficulty.

Just two months after landingat Victoria I had the pleasure, on
the occasion of the opening of thelocal Legislature, of firing a salute

. of thirteen guns from the most important battery erected, the guns
beingmanned by the Victoria Artillery, One month afterwards we
sailed for San Francisco—leaving all the batteries completed and
fit for service—and a corps of about forty officers and men well
able and willing to take their share in manning these temporary
defences.

Cur stay in Victoria, though short, was in a social point of view
rendered extremely pleasant by the kind hospitality of its citizens, r
and we left with the hope of returning on some future occasion when :
we might have more leisure to enjoy the many attractions, social
and otherwise, which the charming city of Victoria possesses in
sach abundance.
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“* AN OLD CARIBOQ.”

s

As an ol sportsman, having experience with gun and rifle, at
home and abroad, I now look back to the shooting of this old cari-
boo as ““ beating the record ” of my experience. It came about as
follows: An Irish landlord, who had no occasion to resort to
Johnston's Dictionary for the derivation of the word “boycott,” anda o
young soldier on the eve of departure for one of England’s ¢ little
wars,” had heard of my sport with cariboo (Ranifer cariboo) in
Eastern Canada, and, with me, resolved to “try their hand” in
the green woods and on the barrens of the country in mid-winter,
with the “sure crops,” in these parts, of deep snow on the ground,
and with the thermometer registering zero, or thereabouts, without
the southern wind cloudy sky to give promise of a ¢ hunting moining,”’
and with the heavy snow-shoes as a substitute for the well-trained
hunter. Yet not without pleasure of an intense kind, in spite of
drawbacks, is this Canadian mid-winter sport, whether the quarry
be moose (Alces Americanus), cariboo, or Virginian red deer
(Cariacus Virginianus). Itis no small pleasure when, perhaps,
arrived at that point of advantage, middle age, you are able to step
with the brisk pace of boyhood’s days, for twelve consecutive hours,
through country of ever varied picturesqueness, and with expanded
chest, to drink in the pure air of heaven the while ; or, on retarn to
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camp, to feast on cariboo steak with the appetite of the red man
of the forest; or to sleep the sleep of the weary on the spruce-bough
couch, dreaming dreams of happy hunting grounds and of abounding
game ; or to risc betimes fresh for the chase, with fresh hope and
fresh vigor.

‘The modus operand/ of cariboo hunting is well known to
lovers of the forest: the selection of hunting grounds, the choice
of Indian guides, the quantity and quality of provisions pro rala
for those proposing a trip in the wilds of Canada, as well as the
construction of a wigwan.

The following points should be observed in red Virginian deer
hunting, 1 their relative stages of importance, viz.: (1) knowledge
of country, and how to work it; (2) how to fire; (3) when to fire.
‘This knowledge will also stand the cariboo hunter in good stead.

Bearing in mind these simple rules, the party of three now in
question, with two Indian guides and a cook, scttled down in camy,
on a mid-winter day, in central New Brunswick.  The daily round
of duty and pleasure (the duty and pleasure of the chase) was as
follows : the landlord and his guide decided to hunt the eastern
cowtry, while the young soldier and the veteran of the party were
to take that to thewest. Alasfor man’s proposal! the landlord found
that the barrens of eastern Canada, with their three feet of snow,
diftered materially from the snipe bogs of southern Ireland, and
mal de raquettes, as a result of heavy shoeing set in so as to
prevent his leaving camp for several days. We, meanwhile, were
having varied sport, adding to our stock of knowledge of ¥ how to do
it,” not only by experience cf cariboo we hit, but by that of those
we missed. At last we had a day’s interesting shooting.  Having,
unfortunately, both selected the same caribvo, and having simul-
tancously hit, we (the young soidier and wyself) left him lying
dead ; and, after a long chase, we got other shots at the retreating
herd, each of us succeeding in killing a cariboo. Night was
approaching, and we failed to account for one cariboo; we took
back tracks, and on coming to the spot where we had first found
the herd, discovered that our missing cariboo had branched off to
the right, while the others had gone totheleft. Too late for further
acticn that evening, we returned to camp, and tantalizing indeed it
raust have been to our poor friend in camp, an ardent sportsman,
now * tied by the leg” in an uncomfortable wigwam in the Cana-
dian forest, on hearing our accounts (probably somewhat exag-
gerated) of sport, suchas he would have given much of the arrcars of
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rent on his Irish estates to have participated in. Besides, there
seemed to be no pleasantoutiook in his misery.

Suddenly a brilliant idea occurs to a brilliant redskin ; ¢ mebby
cariboo "(meaning the missing one) “not far off. We haul him
(pointing to invalid) on toboggan, and he geta shor.” Al this ;

came about, curious to state, except as to the hauling in toboggan, i

. . . i
Our fricnd crawled, as fast as his poor feet would admit, to the spot K
where we left the tracks of the missing cariboo. We followed in }

solemn procession, anxious that our friend should have some sport,
but doubtful whether the horns of this supposed stately stag would
occupy a place in the ancestal hall. Not far from camp was the spot
we were in search of. We quickly found the 1racks, but so unlike
the tracks of deer scared from their fresh bed of moss,  Z%ose are
usually marked by a series of bounds, showing that the quarry is 1
prepared for a lengthened chase.  Zlese showed signs of dragging
the hind legs, as in the casc of a wounded deer. But we are on
fresh tracks. The landlord pulls himself together, thoughts of "E
mal de ragquettes have fled to the winds, he tightens his belt, sees b
to rifle and ammunition, as if he had a foeman worthy of his steel v
in prospect and a tortuous road to travel. Preparations for pro- :
longed stalking are at length completed. The prccession moves e
forward; we, spectators, keep at a respectful distance. We had
moved but a few yards, when, on cntering a spruce wood, the guide E
comes to a sudden halt, Fle rubs his eyes, the redman is evidently
puzzled ; you could “knock him down with a feather,” so unusual i
is the sight. There, looking at him a few yards distant, is the cari- ‘
boo standing, and ¢ looking straight to his front,” nor did it require
skill or energy on the part of the lord of the soil—now equally sur-
prised—to carry out the rule “how to fire” or “when to fire.”
The stationary quarry is bowled over by an express expanding
bullet entering his expansive side.

We soon found, on examinatior:, that the “ oldest inhabitant ” of
these parts bad been shot in the person of an antique cariboo, with-
out a leg 1o stand on, with a sparse crop of hair as grey as that of
any fashionable matron of the nineteenth century. Slowly and
solemnly we return to camp, and by many a camp fire, on many a
winter's evening, we tcll the story of shooting the old cariboo.

AL

NERARTIE SO

“ BEAVER.”

Fredericton, October 12th, 1894.
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THE LAST REDOUBT.
(“Wirn MEnEMET ALL™)

Kacelyevo's slope still felt

The cannon’s bolts and the rifles pelt;

For alast redoubt up the hill remained,

By the Russ yet held, by the Turk not gained.

Mehemet Ali stroked his beard ;

His lips werefclinched and his look was weird ;
Round him were ranks of his ragged folk,
Their faces blacked with blood and smoke.

“Clear me the Muscovite out I he cried.

Then the name of ““ Allah ¥ echoed wide,

And the fezzes were waved and the bayonets lowered,
And on to the last redoubt they poured.

One fell, and a second quickly stopped

The gap that he left when he reeled and dropped ;
The second—a third straight filled his place ;
The third—and a fourth kept up the race.

Many a fez in the mud was crushed,
Many a throat that cheered was hushed,
Many a heart that sought the crest
Found Allah’s arms and a houri’s breast.

Over their corpses the living sprang,

And the ridge with their musket-rattle rang,
Till the faces that lined the last redoubt
Could sce their faces and hear their shout.

In the redoubt a fair form towered

That cheered up the brave and chid the coward;
Brandishing blade with a gallant air,

His head erect and his bosom bare.

“Fly! they are on us! his men implored :
But he waved them on with his waving sword.
‘It canuot be held ; 'tis no shame to go 1
But he stood with his face set hard to the foe.

Then clung they about him, and tugged, and knelt

td
He drew a pistol from out his belt,

NPT




____—-—“

V. R. I. MAGAZINE. LT
And fired it Dlwuk at the first that set
Foot on the edge of the parapet.

Over that first one toppled ; but on

Clambered the rest till their bayonets shone,

As hurriedly fled his men dismayed,

Not a bayonet's length from the length of his blade.

“Yield!” but aloft his stee] he flashed,

Aud down on their steel it ringing clashed ;
Then back he reeled with a bladeless hilt,
His honor full, but his life-blood spalt.

They lifted him up from the dabbled ground;
His limbs were shapely and soft and round

No down on his lip, on his check no shade—

“ Bismillah I" they cried, ““'us an infidel maid ¢’

Mehemet Ali came and saw

The riddled breast and the tender jaw.

“ Make her a bier of your arms,” he said,
‘“ And daintily bury this dainty dead !”

“ Make her a grave where she stood and feli,

* (Gainst  the jackal's scratch and the vulture’s smeli.
* Did the Muscovite men like their maidens fight,

“ In their lines we had scarcely supped to-night.”

So a deeper trench 'mong the trenches there
Was dug for the form as brave as fair ;

And none, till the judgment-trump and shout,
Shall drive her out of the Last Redoubt.

ALFRED AUSTIN,

THE ROYAL CANADIAN VOLUNTEERS.
1794-1802.
By J. L. Husert NEnsox, M.D., Surgeon Major R.C.A.

It iscommonly believed that with the birth of “ A" and *“ I ” Bat-
teries Royal Canadian Artillery in October, 1871, the Regular
force of Cunada originated. Such is not the case, however, and
many will doubtless for the first time lcarn that as fav backas 1794
a corps, knownJas the Regiment of Royal Canadian Volunteers, w«s
recruited and officered by Canadians in the old provinces of Upper
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and Lower Canada—chiefly in the latter and existed eight vears.

The first Battalion (De Longueuil’s) was largely officered by French
Canadian gentlemen—most of the members of the best known,
wealthy and respected families of old French Canada. The Privates
were presumably of the same'nationality as their officers. The 2nd
Battalion appears to have been chiefly composed of men of British
origin. The names of most of the officers recall those of the old
Glengarry settlement, ‘These strongly marked national characteris-
tics became partly effaced asyears wore on, for promotions were
made regimentally, and officers were thus frequently transferred
from one Baualion to the other.

The 1st Battalion was at first quartered at Quebec. During the
summer of 1797, it was under canvas on the heights of Point Levi.

The 2nd Banalion (Macdonell’s) spent the two first years of its
existence at Montreal, while detachments or perhaps the whole
Battalion was stationed for periods at Sorel, St. Johns and Laprairie.
In the spring of 1798 the Baualions exchanged garrisons, De Lon-
gueuil’s being moved to Montreal and Macdonell’s to Quebec.

In those days a battalion was composed of ten companies of
from thirty to forty files, and in war time fifty files ; a Grenadier
company was always at the right of the line, and the Light Infantry
Company or Skirmishers on the left. The other companies were
numbered from one to eight. ‘The R.C.V. Battalion, although each
provided with a Grenadier and a Light Company seem to have
had but six other companies, the average strength of which was
seventy men, giving a total strength, of rank and file, of about six
hundred.

The Abbé Bois, in his biographical sketch of Captain Dam-
bourgés ¥, page 57, says that when the Regiment was disbanded,
in 1802, it had still a strength of 600 men.  We presume he refers to
the 1st Battalion only. ‘'The same authority also states that the motto
of the Regiment emblazoned on itscolors was ** Try us.” It was,
however, never given the opportunity of being Zried under fire.
Its uniform was scarlet, of the contemporary infantry cut, being
“Royal,” its facings were doubtless blue ; the men wore grey cloth
breeches; the officers, white, with long black gaiters buttoned
to above the knee.  The head dress was a three-cornered hat with
black cockade—except the Grenadier Company, which wore the
usual tall, conical, highly decorated gremadier cap. “ine officers

“Le coloncl D» uts, Etniie historique canadienne—Svo. pages 38, Que-
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wore a cocked hat crosswise, with the tassels over the shoulders.
‘The Officers’ swords were straight, 38 inches long, the blade decor-
ated with blue and gold tracings, the hilt was of ivory and gilt metal ;
it was supported by a broad buff belt stung over the right shoulder ;
a crimson silk sash was worn round the waist and knotted to the
left; the gorgeret was of gilt metal, it bore the monogram G.R. and
royai arms, which also decorated an oval breast-plate on the sword
sling. The men were armed with the old flint lock and bayonet.

It seems probable that the Regiment was raised on the sugges-
tion of the Duke of Kent, father of our gracious sovereign, who had
served in Canada as Colonel of the 7th Royal Fusiliers from 1791 to
January, 1794. Heleft Canada for the 1Vest Indies, spent the year
1794 actively employed, and with great personal distinction, during
Sir Charles Grey's brilliant expedition against Martinique and Gua-
daloupe. In the following summer he came to Halifax—as comman-
d-r of the ‘Troopsin Nova Scotia—where he remained until 18oc.
His correspondence with the many friends he had made in Canada .
proves the deep and sustained interest he felt in the Royal Canadian
Volunteers. Several of its officers had been his personal friends
while in Quebec, and were undoubtedly his nominees for their com-
missions in the R.C. V., notably Major Louis de Salaberry, and his two
sons, the Duchesnays, the De Lanaudi¢res, Dambourgés, Hale, * etc.
In this volume, which contains the Royal Duke’s numerous private
letzers to the De Salaberry family, covering a period of about twenty-
cight years, the nobleness of his character, his gentleness and manly
generosity are admirably portrayed. They give an extremely inter- _
esting insight into his private life, his socialand family relations ;
with the other members of the royal family ; they are at the same time e
of considerable importance to the historical and military student. :

In 1799 strong pressure was brought to bear on the officers of
the R.C.V. by the Home and Colonial Military authorities to cause
them to consent to be placed on the same footing as other Fencible
Corps. As Commander in Chief in North America, the Duke
wrote to Major Louis DeSalaberry under date Halifax, N.S.,"Oct.
22, 1799 —

2 His Majesty has thought proper to make it known that he
“would be pleased if all the Provincial regiments would offer to
“serve in At the American Colonies, in place of being confined to

% Sec The Life of H.R.H. Edwavd Duke of Kent—illustrated by his cor-
respondence with the De Salaberry family, ete., by Dr.W. J. Anderson, 8vo
Ouawa and Toronto, 1570.
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“the one whose namc they bear. In consequence of accepting
¢ this offer, they would be placed on the establishment as the Fen-
‘cibles are in England andas is the Newfoundland Regiment,—

"t that is to say, the officers would rank through all North America

“the same as they do at present in their respective provinces, and
“ the Adjutants and Quartermasters woull be sure of half pay in
¢ case of reduction, and the regiments would be commanded by offi-
« cers taken from the line who would be proprietors. [ believe
“ it is the intention of forming a Brigade of Canadians after the
“manner of the Goth, of which the Commander in Chief of the
“ Troops in North America would be Colonel, as the Duke of York
¢ is of the 6oth.

“The proposition has already been made to the Nova Scotizn
«“and New Brunswick Regiments, and both have expressed in the
““ most loyal manner their willingness to scrve whatever His Majesty
“ may think proper.”

So far we have found nothidg to prove that the proposed change
met with the approval of the R.C.V. or otherwise ; but whether it
was favorably viewed or not, the corps was doomed to extinctior..

Mr. Douglas Brymuner, Dominion archivist, fixes this cvent us
occurring during the months of August and September of 18c2.
At that time the second Battalion had several detached com panies
on duty in both the Canadas. Those in Upper Canada were : King-
ston, 1 Company ; Fort George, 3 Companies ; Fort Erie, a detach-
ment of 18, rank and file ; Chippewa,a detachment of 18, rank and
file; York, 2 Companies. Captain Hector MacKean was in com-
mand at Kingston, when the arms and accoutrement were handed
in to store on the 22nd of August, 1802. Captain Neil MacLean
performed similar duties at York on the 1st of September. All
these companies belonged to the 2nd Battalion. The 1st Battalion
was then also morcelledin the various garrison towns of Lower Can-
ada; it was disbanded during September, 1802. Three companies
were then in Quebec under Captains de la  Brudre-Piedmont,
Sabrevois de Bleury, and Vassal de Monviel—the other five com-
panies received their ¢ coup de grace ™ in Three Rivers, Sorel, Mon-
treal and St. Johns.

An imperfect list of the officers of the R.C.V.is to be found in
Neilson’s Quebec Almanacfor 1796.* The same publication for
1797, contains a fairly complete list ; it is as follows :—

*Thcse important little volumes were issued annually from 1780 to 1842,
‘They contain civil, military, * militia, ecclesiastical and professional lists as well
as historical sketches, new ordinances and a mass of miscellancous local informa-
tion of the highest interest. They are unfortunately very rare.
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ROYAL CANADIAN VOLUNTEER.

18T BATTALION.

Licutenant Coloncl—Baron Joseph de Longueuil.

Muajor —-Louis de Salaberry.

Captains—(8) TFrangois Dambourgés, Desaulniers Beaubien,
Francois de la Bruére-Piedmont, Louvigny de Montigny, Picrre
Marcoux, C. Sabrevois de Bleury, Frangois Vassal de Monveii,
Chevalier J. B. [)’Estimauville. .

Licutenants.—(10) David Dupré, Pierre Duchouquet, Ant.
Juchereau Duchesnay, Joseph de Beaujeu, Charles G. de Lanau-
diere, Hypolite de Hertel, Pierre Bazin, Henry Hay, Joseph Dou-
chette, Benjamin Jobert.

Ensigns.—(10) J.B. Juchereau Duchesnay, Antoine Petrimoulx.
Louis de Montizambert, Honoré Baillie, Antoine de Lanaudicdre,
Etienne de LeMorandi¢re, Richard IHay, I‘rangois Boucber,
Raobert Anderson, Francis Duval.

Chaplain—Rev'd. Salter Mountain.
Quarter Master.—Louis Fromenteau.
Adjutant.—Robert Aunderson.
Surgeon.—~—James Anderson.
Surgeon's Mate~]. I, L. Menard.

2ND BATTALION R.C.V.

Licutenant Colonel—=John McDonell.

Majfor.—Hazelton Spencer.

Captains.—(7) Peter Drummond, Hector MacLean, Hugh Mac-
Donell, Necil MacLean, Miles MacDouell, Richard Wilkinson,
Alexander McMillan.

Licutenants.—(10) Richard Fargueson, William Fraser, Williara
Crawford, Chichester McDonell, Thomas Frazer, RonaldidacDounzit,
William Johnson, Angus McDonell, — Taschercau, Pierre Ignace
Mailhot.

Lnsigns.—(7) Picrre de Boucherville, William Deace, Peter
Giant, George Ermatinger, Charles Launiére, Joseph Boardwine,
Robert Woolsey. :

Chaplain— —. Duval.
Adjutant.—John Crampton.

Quarter Masier—Andrew Cawmeron.
Surgeon.——James Davidson.
Surgeon’s Mate—Cyrus Anderson.

Ao whrwee

F
Ir
¥
S
Be




3
N
3
4
£
s
¥

e

AP RINR T Al  A C - &

P S R T N

o e n g e o

)

. N\

78 V. R. I. MAGAZINE.

Paymasters do not appear on the list until 13798, when Louis
Genevay is detailed to the 1st Battalion and John Taylor to the 2nd
Battalion. In December, 1798, Lieutenant Ferguson of the 2nd
Battalion is promoted to his Captaincy in the 1st Battalion, vice
Dambourgés deceased. Considerable changes are noted this year
in the list of ensigns. Through the influence of the Duke of Kent,
1. B. Juchereau Duch ‘snay is transferred to an ensigncy in the sth
Battalion of the Goth Rifles, while the names of Pierre Petrimoulx and
Etienne de la Morandiére disappear from the list of the 1st Batta-
lion the first on promotion to a licutenancy in the 2nd Battalion.
They are replaced by Denis Alexander, Maurice Roe de Salaberry,
second son of Major Louis de Salaberry, and J. B. Philippe d’Esti-
mauville.  James Walker is now Surgeon, vice James Davidson,
and Henry Loedel, Surgeon’s Mate, vice J. B. L.Ménard deceased.
This for the 1st Battalion.

In 1he 2nd Battalion, Chaussegras de Levy figures on the list of
Captains as junior of the rank., Pierre Petrimoulx is promoted to a
lieuzenancy from an ensigncy in the st Battalion. Stephen Mc-
Kay, Ferdinand Dame and Joseph Chinique (Chinic) receive their
first commissions as ensigns,

If we examine the list of the R. C. V. officers three years later, in
1801, we shall find no changes ' the field ranks and few changes
among the other ranks. The name of Captain Des Riviéres
Beaubien is no more to be found; it is replaced by that of W. J. Ban-
bury as junior captain,—he had probably been brought into the
Regiment from some other Regular or Fencible corps. Antoine
Juchereau has been appointed lieutentant, and Frangois Louis de
Salaberry, third son of Major Louis de Salaberry, is ensign. No
further changes are made until both Battalions are finally disbanded
in August and September, 1802. We find then that two officers are
transferred 1o the civil list—Major Louis de Salaberry as district
superintendent of Indians, and Paymaster Louis Genevay as deputy
to the Post Master General at Quebec. The two young de Sala-
berry’s, as we shall see, received appointments in the jth Royal
Fusiliers, and Capt. Vassal de Monveil is made Adjut. Gen. of
Militia. Judging from the following extract of a letter of the then
Prime Minister, the Duke of Portland, to Sir Robert Shore Milnes,
Licutenant Governor, the first Canadian Regulars could not have
been favorably reported on to the Home authorities ; he writes: ¢ 1
# cannot help expressing to you my surprise, that the establishment
 of the Canadian Battalion in Lower Canada, the principal objeet
* of which was to draw the Canadian gentlemen from their indolent
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“ and inactive habits, and attach them to the King's service, should
““ have met with no greater success.”

Several of the officers of the R. C. V. had . ther rendered dis-
tinguished services previous to their appointmer ts, or rose to dis"
tinction after leaving the Corps. We have culld from authentic
sources some information concerning the lives of the officers of
the old R. C. V. whose deeds are worthy of being recorded.

De Longueuil—Colonel, Joseph Dominique—3rd Baron de Lon-
gueniland Seigneur de Sculanges, was born in 1538. 1In 1755 he re-
ceived his first commission from Louis XV, served his King faith-
fully, and was present at all the prizcipal battles between the English
and French in America from that date to r760. ‘Three years later
he e¢lected to remain in Canada, and swore allegiance to King
Geerge.  He fought on the British side during the War of Indepen-
dence, was appointed Legislative Councillor in the first Canadian
Parhament ; Colonel of the 1st Battalion R.C. V. He died in
Montreal in 1807. One of his descendants, Mr. M. de Beaujeu, of
Monztreal, published an interesting sketch of his life in 1892.  The
biographer of Dambourgés asserts that the R, C. V. Regiment was
frequently short ¢f supplies, and that Colonel d¢ Longueuil actually
sustained it for a considerable time out of his private means.

Major louis de Salaberry was theison of Michel de Salaberry, the
first of the name who settled in Canada. His mother was of the
Juchereau Duchesnay family, He was born in 1752. The father
became a British subject after the Conguest, but sent his son to
Franceto be educated. At the outbreak of the War of the Rebel
lion in 1775 we find him an officer of Militia at Fort St. John, where
he was severely wounded by the explosion of a shell. He was sub-
sequently twice wounded at different times during this war. Like
most of his descendants, his physique was magnificent and his
strength herculean. At the close of the War of Independence e
was granted a pension. He married a Miss Hertel de Rouville, Dr.
Anderson says of him in his Life of the Duke of Kent :—* He was
“living happy and respected in the bosom of his family when the
“Prince arrived in Canada. A warm attachment sprung up between
“them. The prince was a constant, almost a daily, visitor, showing

“astrong awtachment for and delighing in the society of the
“children, of whom Mr. de Salaberry had several boys and girls.”
The Prince obtained a commission in the 6oth Rifles for his son
Charles, later the hero ot Chatcauguay,—then only filteen years of
age. He doubtless nominated the father for his majority in the
R. €. V. When the Regiment was disbanded in 1802, Major de
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Salaberry’s previous pension was continued to him, and he was ap-
pointed one of the superintendents for the Indians.’ In 1810 he was
elevated to the Legislative Council. During the war of 1812 the
old veteran commanded a Regiment of Militia on the frontier. e
died in 1826. His four sons received commissions in the British
service: Charles in the 6oth Rifles, Maurice Roc and Francois
Louis in the yth Royal Fusiliers ; they both died in India in 1803
and 1809, and the youngest, Edward, godson of the Duke of Ken:.
graduated from Woolwich into the Royal Engineers; he was socn
sent to the tPeninsular War, there he lost his life in a most hergic
manner, when attempting to blow up one of the gates of Badajos
the 6th of April, (812,

Captain Dambourgés was bort in the south of France in 1741,
He came to Canada shortly after the Conquest, and soon became a
_successful merchantat St. Thomas in Lower Canada. \When Guebec
“was besieged by the Americans under Montgomery in November,
1775, Dambourgés was one of the 1500 regulars, sailors and mlht.a
men who successfully held this the only foot-hold which remained
to Britain in Canada. Most contemporary wiiters and Caita-
dian historians mention his heroic conduct on the memorable night
of December 3ist, when the besiegers under Arnold penetrated on
the east side of the city to Sault au Matelot strect.  Dambourgés
was onc of the defenders of the barricade which blocked this ap-
proach to the Lower Town. A party of Americans occupied a
stone building overlooking this barricade, and opened a galling
fire on the defenders. Dambourgés seized a ladder, and, followed
by three or four Canadians, climbed, unobserved by the enemy, ic a
gable window; thus taken by surprise from the rear, and believing
that Dambourgés had many followers, the Americans threw down
their arms, and gave themselves up prisoners to these few men. He
behaved inan equally conspicuous manner until the end of the siege,
For his gallantry, Sir Guy Carleton gave him a lieutenancy in the
15t Battalion of the 84th Regiment. With this corps he served until
the end of the War of Independence in 1783. He was placed on
half pay when this Battalion was disbanded the year followinz.
Dambourgés then returned to his commercial pursuits, and became
Colonel of a Militia Battalion. In 1791 he was clected to the 1st
Parliament of Lower Canada. When the Royal Canadian Volun-
teers were raised, Lord Dorchester, remembering his past splendid

services, offered Dambourgés the captaincy of the Grenadier Com-
pany.  Although fifty-three years of age, this veteran was still gifted
with a magnificent physique and extracrdinary cnergy. He scon
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enlisted one hundred and fifty recruits chiefly from St. Thomas and
neighboring parishes. Prince Edward honored him with his intim-
aie friendship,—he was one of his favorites; he used to call him ¢ le
capitaine balafré,” on account of a deep bayonet wound in the face
which he had received during the siege of Quebec. No opportuni-
ties of gaining further distinction in the fizid were offered to him in his 4
new corps. In Qctober, 1798, while stationed in Montreal, he was at-
tacked with pleurisy ; he died from its after-effects in the December .
following. He was given a very imposing military funeral. His ¥
body still reposes in a vault under the parish church of Montical. !
He deserved well of his king and country, and was an honor to his
race. His deeds are to be found in a biographical sketch by the ;
Abbeé Bois, published in 1866, now long out of print, but his mem- B!
ory should be perpetuated by a suitable monument or tablet. The i
Historical Socicty of Montreal should consider this suggestion, for
no loyal Canadian better deserved such a tribute to his memory.
He left two daughters only, so that the name has now become
extinet in Canada.

Captains Desaulniers, Beaubien, De la DBruére-Piedmont, C.
Sabrevois de Bleury, Lauvigny de Montigny bore excellent family
names, but we have failed to find anything worth noting after leav-
ingthe R. C. V.

Captain Frangois Vassal de Monveil was born in 1758 ; he was
2 godson of the celebrated Bougainville ; he served with distinction
under Burgoyne and St. Leger during the War of Indepeundence. IR
Bibaud asserts that when the R.C.V. was disbanded, Vassal ¥
served in some military capacity under the Duke of York in Hol- ’
land ; a few ycars afterhe reappeared in Canada, but in rather stiaight-
ened circumstances, for he navigated for some time a small
coast trading vessel as a means of subsistence. Sir James Craig
soon relieved him of further embarrassments by appointitg him .
Deputy Adjutant General of Militia. He immediately devoted his R
energies to the reorganization of the Militia of Lower Canada. The
writer of this sketch has in his collection of manuscripts a “ Traité
surla Milice™ of 85 pages, 4to, written by this energeticofficer in Sept.,
1810, dedicated to Sir James Craig the then Governor General and
Commander in chief. It is replete with highly patriotic seitiments
well expressed. At the request of Sir George Prevost, then Com-
mander-in-Chief, he compiled and published a volume of 248 pages
ramo. ‘*Régles et Reglements pour la formation Pexercice et
“*Mouvement de la Milice du Bas Canada,” Quebec, 1812,
On Vassal’s hands fell the command of the embodied Militia
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during the whole of the campaign 1812-1814.  He served
chiefly on the frontier south of Montreal and on Sir George Prevost's
stafl ; he was present at the siege of Plattsburg. He remained
Adjutant General of Militia 20 years longer. His death occurred in
1843, at the age of 85.  Bibaud says he was a small dark man, very
vivacious in habit, full of wit and repartec, he excelled at jm-
promptu verse, and was a greatsocial favorite.
(2o be continued)

B

V. R, 1.

What is the badge you wear, boy,

The V. R. [. and crown?

Whose is the flag you swear, boy,

No man shall e‘er pull down?
Regina Imperatrix !

For whose dear sake in the fight, boy,
Would you give your last breath ?
Who sets an example bright, boy,
To follow until death?

Regina Imperatrix !

Let Victoria the Queen, boy,
Be Empress of your heart,
And no foe shall e’er be seen, boys,
This her empire 1o part ¢
Regina Imperatrix
X.

ROYAL REGIMENT OF CANADIAN INFANTRY.

The following changes were promulgated at the close of the
Levis Camp.  All went from camp to their new stations :—

Capt. MacDougall, from No. 2 Coy., "Foronto, to No. 3 Coy., St.
Johns, Que.

Capt. Cartwright, from No. 1 Coy., London, to No. 2 Coy., Tor-
onto,

Capt. Hemming, from No. 4 Coy., Fredericton, to No. 1 Coy.,
London.

Capt. Chinig, from No. 3 Coy., St. Johns, Que., to No. 4 Coy.,
F.edericton.

Lieut. Tisetzfrom No. 2 Coy., Toronto, 1o No. 3 Coy., St.
Johns, Que.
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Lieut. MacMahon, from No. 3 Coy., St. Johus, Que., to No. 2
Coy., Toronto.
Color-Sergt. Copeman, {ram No, 3 Coy., St. Johns, Que., to No.
1 Coy., London, vice Color-Serat, Davis promoted,
Sergt. Loug, from No. 4 Coy., Fredericton, to No. 3 Coy., St. \
Johns, Que., on promotion, vice Color-Sergt. Capeman transferred. :
Sergt. Wilson, from No. 4 Coy., Fredericton, to No. 3 Coy., St.
Johns. Que., vice Sergt. Nautlts transferred.
Sergt. \‘auﬁ'ts from No. 3 Coy., St. Johns, Que., to No. 4 Coy.,
Fredericton, vice Seigt. Wilson transferred. i
Corp. Magwood, on promotion, from No. 1 Coy., London, to !
No. 3 Coy., St. Johns, Que., vice Serat. Moffat reverted.
Lance Corp. Clunie, from No. 2 Coy., Toronto, to No. 3 Coy-.
. St. Johus, Que., vice Lance Corp. Awcock, time expired.

LONDON, ON'T. |

No. 1 Company R. R. C, I. returned fiom c‘zmp at Levis on the °
4th October, arriving sharp on time by C. P. R, at § p.m. Owing . e
to the band instruments of the 7th Battalion having been taken into gg
store pending the re-organization of that Battalion, there was unfor-

tunately no band to play them home.
Licutenant Carpenter being about to join the noble army of mai-
tyrs, this station will soon be left without an unmarried officer.

BRI JUCRAR

Captain Hemming has retwrned, replacing Captain Cartwright e
transferred as Adjutant to No. =2 Station, Toronto. aE
A

Color Sergeant Copeman from No. 3 Company takes the place 3

of Color Sergeant Davis appointed a drill sergeant.  Great improve- i
ments have been made in the Barracks during the summer months. ;‘
The Barrack accommodation has been greatly increased by the :
removal from the Barracks of the district stores, and the conversion 3~‘g
of the space vacated into Barrack and recreation rooms. i3

A marked improvement in the bugling at this Station has been
observed since the return of the Company from Levis.

TORONTO.

_Sergeant Major A. J. Spackman, late Coldstream Guards, late
Scrgeant Iustructor R.S.I, St. Johns, P.Q., and later Sergeant
Major R.S.1., Toronto, who left the Canadian Service on comple-
tion of his time, at the latter station, and went home to England,
and died, as was currently belicved, has turned up in Australia,
“worth a good many dead men yet.” He has just been dis-
charged, with the rank of Scrgeant Major, from the Medical Staff
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Corps (Australian, presumably) —so a letter from Corporal Savess,
Inte R.C. Regiment and R.C.A., says. Corporal Sayersis out in
Awustralia, and saw Sergeant Major Spackman on the 2oth June last.
The Annual Musketry ¢ourse at Toronto has been completed.
The following made the top scores in their respective units :—

Royal Canadian Dragoons.

Sergeant Instructor Page, aggregate....... PP & &1
Sergeant Major Dingley “« et e semeenen RTINS 381

Royal Canadian Regiment.

Pre, O'Neil, aggregate vveviiiiiiinicviiinenieiniiiniceeiriieeennee.. 183
Color Scrgeant Galloway, aggregateoiuie i vove veveraneneen182

It s perhaps hardly necessary to remindour readers that the
courses for the two arms are entirely different.

Sergeant Instructor Page, R.C.D., heads the list for the fourth
1me.

KINGSTON, ONTARIO.
“A” Barrery R.C.A.

Captains Hudon and Gaudet are now continuing their courses
of gunnery instruction at Shoeburyness—after having been
attached for more than three months to Field Batteries at Okehamp-
1on and Aldershot. They are expected to return to Canada about
ke 15th of November.

Captain G. Ogilvie’s marriage to Miss M. Clapham of Quebec
‘was celebrated at the Cathedral, Quebec, by Dean Norman, on the
2oth of September, The groom and best men, Lieutenants Burstall
and J. Ogilvy, R.C.A. | wore fulldress. The ¢Zite of Quebec soci-
ety crowded the church; it was one of the prettiest scenes ever witnes-
sed within the walls of this old edifice. Major Gen. Herbert was
present. Captain and Mrs, Ogilvie have now returned from their
wedding tour, and occupy a new house on Brock street, Kingston.

Lieutenants Laton, of the Ottawa Field Battery, and Wood, of the
London Field Battery, are attached to A Battery for a course of
instruction.
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Sutgeon Major Neilson has resumed duty at the Battery and :
R.M.C,, after spending his period of leave at his country residence :

aear Quebec.

——

The Battery sports took place on the 18th and 1gth of Uctober; )
at the skating rink. The attendance was very large, and all took i
a deep interest in the proceedings. Many werc the expressions :
of admiration of the magnificent horses, and their wonderful work. 1
They had Deen in training for the event only two weeks, and the
degree of perfection to which they were brought in that time is truly
surprising. Riding Instructor Gimblett, under whose direction the
“ Musical Ride” was rehearsed, bent all his cnergies to the task,
and how well he succeeded the performance showed. The work of
the horses was really excellent. The “Musical Ride” being a
cavalry movement, it was not 10 be expected that artillery horses,
which are accustomed to being driven, should go through its :
intricate evolutions quite as well as cavalry horses which,are - ¢
used (to being ridden. Notwithstandicg this fact, the Battery %
horses showed a degree of perfection which would do credit to the 1
ehargers of any cavalry corps. . f:

BN S e s ey
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The other events in which the horses took part, \vuh the excep- L
tion of the *¢ Victoria Cross race,” were performed equally as well ) :gz
as the “musical ride,” and it was plainly apparent that the horses 0
took as great an interest in the performance as did their riders, and B
that they fully enjoyed the excitement. The mounted tug-of-war
between sub-divisions of the Battery wus well contested.  To excel g
in this sport, a man must have perfect control of his horse and 1
“muscles of iron,” besides possessing a clear head, good judgment !
and an cven temper. The coxxtesta_nis showed that they each pos- . ;
sessed, to a greater or less extent, all of the requisite qualifications. )
The bareback wrestling was one of the most exciting events on the
programme. The contestants displayed a considerable degree of
skill, and kept their tempers exceedingly well.

As already stated, the “ Victoria Cross ” race was notas succe: s-
ful as could have been wished. The difticulty lay in the fact that
the horses were not accustomed to the report from small aims, and
the space was (oo confined.

The tug-of-war between teams of ten men cwch representing A"
Battery and the 14th Battalion, was the feature of greatest interest
to a large proportion of the spectators, It was expected, g,enemll;,
that the riflemen would.not have “the ghost of a show ” against
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the stalwart gunners. The former had not practised together pre-
vious to the tug, and it was thought that the battalion could not
boast of ten men heavy enough to make standagainst the artillery
men. But the result surprised a great many. ‘The first pull was
won by the 14th in about two minutes. The riflemen gained the
advantage the moment the word was given, and steadily, slowly,
but surely, drew the artillerymen over. Ends were changed, and
the word was again given. ‘This time the *“ boys in blue” got the
drop, and pulled their opponents over the line immediately. ‘Then
<ame the third pull, which would give the victory to the *boys in
green” or to the ¢ beys who play at long bowls.” For a moment
it looked as if the artillerymen were going to win. They gained an
advantage of about six inches. They did not hold it for more than
a few seconds, however. The riflemen put forth their strength, and
the rope went to them about a foot. Then the gunners gained,
and again the riflemen recovéred ground. This time they were de-
termined not to lose it.  For a moment they held their opponents
steady. Then the rope began te move. Once started, it did not
«1op until victory declared for the boys in green. * Loud and long-
continued ” applause grected the victors. The captain of the Bat-
tery team called for three cheers for the 14th Battalion, and they
were given with a will.

The sack race and the burlesque ride created a great deal of fun.

STARTERS AND WINNERS.

Following are the results of the different events, with the names
of the winners in cach:

Hurdle race—Starters : Bomb. ‘McKinnon, Grs. Pateman, Ry-
der ; and Drivers Walker, Lawrence, Baird, Leclere, Bussiere.
Winners : 1, Walker ; 2, Lawrence.

Tug-of-war (mounted) between 6 sub-divsions—No. 1 Sub-divi-
sion : Bomb. Simons, and Drivers Bairl, Marshall, Perie; No. 2 :
Br. Gray, Gr. Pateman, Drivers Ruttan, Leclere ; No. 3: Corps.
Bramah and Benson, Drivers Fowler and Glen ; No, 4 : Corp. Hend-
eson, Bonib McCully, Grs. Fannon and Ferguson ; No. 5 : Drivers
Burns, Grs. Miller, Broxam and Finch; No. 6: Bomb. Armstrong,
Grs. Kel, Bramah and Skilleter. No. 3'won the event.

Sack race—Starters : Br. McKinnon, Drivers Burke, Baird, Pfhol,
Pateman, Leclere, Milton, Kampher, Walker, Esprey, Fowler,
‘Corp. Heénderson, Gv.' Ferguson, Gr. Beckett, Drivers Marshalt,
Corp! Somers, Grs. Martin, Field; Stamp, Smith and Benbow.
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The contestants in this race were divided into two sections, the
winners in which were : First section, 1 Baird, 2 Lawrence ; second
section, 1 Miller, 2 Somers. These four will race for first and sec-
ond places at a future time, yet to be decided upon.

Bareback wrestling—Entries: Number 1 sub-division : Bomb
Simons, Grs. Baird, Marshall, Perie. Number 2 sub-division : Grs
Ruttan, Leclerc, Pateman, Bomb. Gray. Number 3 sub-division:
Corp. Benson, Grs. Fowler, Glen, Smith. Number 4 sub-division :
Sesgt. Clifford, Br. McCully, Grs. Ferguson, Fannon. Number 5
sub-division: Corp. Somers, Drivers Burns, Broxam, Gr. Miller.
Number ¢ sub-division: Br. Armstrong, Grs. Bramah, Skelleter
MecBeth.

No. 1 sub-division won the first heat from No. 4. Nos. 2 and 4
contested in the second heat, and No. 2 won. ln the third heat,
Nos. 3 and 6 were pitted against each other, and No. 3 came out
victorious. In the final heat between «the previous winners, Nos.
2 and 3, the latter held 'the honors already gtined, and carried off
the palm of victory.

Tilting ¢ /e 16th century.  In this event the tiliers were mounted,
each on the shoulders of a comrade, and the weapons used were
staves headed with wool mops. Entries—the first named of each.
pair acted as * the horse "—Sergeant Kelly, Trumpeter Ruthven ;
Gr. Ryder, Trumpeter Proctor; Driver Leclere, Gr. Ruttan; Gr,
AMiller, Trumpeter Marshail; Gr. Broxam, Gr. Barns ; Gr. Kelly,
Gr. Stamp - Gr. Skilleter, Gr. Bzckett; Gr. Ferguson, Gr. Bussiere;
Gr. Benbow, Gr. Baird. First heat—Trumpeter Marshall won.
Second heat—Trumpeter Ruthven won. Final heat, between
Trumpeters Ruthven and Marshall—Marshall won.

In the Victoria Cross race, Huxley succeeded in getting the
¢ demmy ” mounted in a very short time, but his horse bolted, and
prevented his carrying out the ~erformance. Gr, Pateman was a
shert time later than Huxley, but his horse also bolted.

Yhose who took part in the Musical Ride were Riding-Master
Gimblett, Sergts. Mclntyre, Kelly, D'Amour, Pierson, Warless,
Clifford ; Corporals Henderson, Benson, Somers, Bombardicrs
Simons, Arnstrong ; Drivers Burke, Barns, Huxley, Burham.

The Artillery Tug-ofwar team was composed of Sergt. Keliy,
<captain ; Gr. Ryder, anchor; Drivers Leclere, Corp. Benson, Grs. Mil-
ler, Broxam, Fergusen, Drivers Finch, Fannon, Burke and Huxley.

‘The 14th team consisted of Lt. C. M. Swrange, captain; Col.-
Sergt.  Keunedy, anchor ; Sergt.-Major Morgans, Corp, Newman,
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Pte. Callaghan, Pte. Dempster, Pte. Butliz, Bandsmen Lawlor,
Robinion, Graat and Shea.

-: The officials under whose supervision the programme was arrang-
y ed and carried out were : Judges, Captain G. H. Ogilvie, R.C.A. 7
€ Lieut. H. E. Burstall, R.C.A ; Sergt.-Major Stroud. Starter, Vet,
E Surgeon J. Massie, R.C.A. Time-keeper, Licut. W.E. Coockes
R.C.A. Sub-committee, Riding Inst. W. Gimblett, Sgt. W. Mcln-
, tyre, Sgt. F. Kelly, Br. K. McKinnon, Gr. J. E. Bramah.

On the 19th October, the sports were continued in the Barrack
Square:

After inspection the afternoon’s programme was begun. [Four
I

events—heads and posts, tent pegging, putting the shot and the hop,
step and' jump—were contested.

HEADS AND POSTS.

The majority of the competitors yesterday afternoon proved
themselves expert at ihe practice. There were 22 competitors in
this evenz.  Corporal Benson was an easy winuer, and the second
place was taken by Sergeant D’Amour.

TENT-PEGGING.

There were eight competitors. In the first try, Driver Burke and
Corporal Benson tied, with a score of two points cach. In the
second try, Burke scored a “‘take,” and won with eight points in
all.  Corporal Henderson won second place.

PUTTING THE SHOT.

In this contest there were three competitors—Guuners Ryder, J.
Bramah and Benbow, who threw the shot, weighing 16}{ poun ds,
33 feet, 31 feet and 26 feet 3 inches re spectively. In the second
try Bramah sent the projectile whirling to the distance of 33 feet §1;
inches. Guuuner Ryder's distance was 33 feet 54 inches.  Bramah
therefore won first place, with Ryder second.

HOP, STEP AND JUMP.

Four men entered for this cvent. They were Bombardier Mc-
Kinnon and Gunners Walker, Ryder and Miller. The struggle
for first place was bewween MeKinnon and Walker. The former
cleared 33 feet 5 inches at his first jump, and the latter, at his sec-
<nd, cleared 33 feet 10 inches. McKinnon’s sccond effort gave
him the victory, his distance being 35 feet 114 inches. Walker
won second place with the distance recorded to his credit.
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$T. JOHNS, QUE.

Capt. Chinic, late Adjutamt of No. 3 Co.,, R.R.C.I, at this
station for several years, and lately transferred to No. 4 Co. at
Fredericton, N.B., being here on a month’s leave, was enter-
tained to dinner at the Barracks on 1st November. There were
present Col. d'Orsonnens, Commandant of No. 3 Regimental Sta-
tion, as also Major Young, Surgeon Major F. W. Campbell, Capt.
Fages, Licut. Fiset, Major Trotter, Montreal Garrison Artillery,
Lieut. Hughes, 85 Batt. (attached), E. R. Smith, J. B. Futvoyz
and Mr. Whalley. Capt. MacDougall, our new Adjutant, was absent
in Toronto on leave. A very enjoyable evening was passed, and
all wished Capt. Chinic a pleasant time at his new station.

Major-Genl. Herbert visited this station on sth October, and
inspected the Company’s books, etc.

Surgeon-Major Campbell made his monthly inspection of Bar-
racks and Quarters on the morning of November znd. On the :
whole, he pronounced the sanitary condition good, but he found i
the Barrack roof very leaky. This has been reported on before. g

A contre-temps happened to our Surgeon-Major en the morning
of his monthly inspection. On arising he found himself locked
in his room—something having gone wrong with the lock. It took

the united efforts of “ fessop,” the Hospital Sergeant, and Guay, K
the carpenter, to release hin:. !
The road ifrom the town to the Barracks wants repairing very s

badly. In rainy weather it is all but impassable. Iiissaid not to
have been repaired for the last thirty years. ‘The side-walk along-
side the road i also in bad condition, also the side-walk in the Bar-
rack square. If these are left much longer in their present bad con-
dition, it will be more good luck than good guidance that will prevent
a few broken limbs. We hear the Surgeon Major has repeatediy
reported on them. We have electric light works in town. Why
can’t a couple be placed to light the dark road leading to the
Barracks? One light in the centre of the Barrack square would
be a great improvement. Ia fact, lighting the entire Barracks
with electricity would be a good sclieme. One would then be
able to read with comfort in the ante-room, which has always
been an impossibility.

Surgeon-Major Campbell has beached his steam launch, the
* Lancet,” on the shore near the officers’ quarters.

Lieut. MacMahon, R.R.C.L, late of this station, but now of Tor-
ont, was married in Ottawa on Oct. 31st.t 0 Miss MacKay. The
marriage was a brilliant affair.  All his late brother officers were
invited. The officers of this station sent him a handsome present.

The Hon. J. C. Patterson, Minister of Militia, visited St. Johns
.on the Sth November, and made an official examination of the Bar-
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racks. He was accompanied by Mr. F. White, Architect of the
Militia Department,

Capt. MacDougall, our new adjutant, after a month’s leave of ab-
sence, returned to duty on November 12. His wife and family
accompanied him, and will be a welcome addition to the officers’
quarters. We hear that his numerous friends in Toronto parted
from him with much regret. The Militia force of the Queen City gave
him a smoking concertat which a presentation was made. He was
also entertained to dinner at the Toronto Ciub.

No. 3 Coy. R.R.C.L. Cricket Club, St. Johns, Que., vs. No. 4
Coy. R.R.C.L., Fredericton, N.B., Cricket Club. .

This match was played at Levis camp, Que., on Saturday, Sept.
15th, and resulted in a win for the No. 3 Company team by 38
runs, scores No. 3 Coy. 51, No. 4 Coy. 23.

—— St e

THE LAPRAIRIE CAMP.

On Monday, the 17th Sept, the Field Artillery Gun piactice
camp opened at Laprairie, P.Q. The staff consisted of the fol-
lowing :

Commandant.—Lt.-Col. J. F. Wilson, R.C.A

Adjutans.—Captain O. C. Pelletier, R.C.A.

{mpire-in-Chief—Major C. W. Drury, Commg. AT Fd. By.
R.C.A.

dAssistant Umpires.—Captain G. H. Ogilvie, R.C.A., Lieut. H.
Burstall, R.C.A.

Statistical Officer.— Capt. J. B. Donaldson, Scc. Dom. Arty.
Assoc.

Medical Officer —Surg. Major F. W. Campbell, R.R.C.I.

The guns and wagons used at camp were furnished by the Mon-

treal Field Battery. The horses and working gun detachments
were supplied by “ A ” Field Battery R.C.A.

During the camp which lasted from the 17th to the 25th Sept.,
thirteen detachments from Field Batteries throughout the country
attended for gun practice. ‘The following batteries sent detach-
ments, Vizi—

Montreal Field Battery, Major theHon. J. S. Hall commanding.

Quehec b o Major Boulanger «
Shefford  * “ Lt.-Col. Amyrauld “
London « Lt..Col. Peters «
Ottawa « “ Major Foster-Bliss «
Durham  * “ Lt.-Col. McLean s

(4]

Welland Canal ¢ Lt.-Col. King
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‘15t Brigade, Field Artillery (2 batieries), Lt.-Col. Nicol conmmndxm
Toronto Field Battery. Major Mead

Hamilton " Lt.-Col. Van Wagner w
Gananoque ¢ e Lt.-Col. McKenzie “
Kingston . Major Drennan «

Although the official return of the gun practice has not yet been
made public, we believe that the detachment from the Welland
Canal Field Battery came out first, with a score of 151 pointa,
We have not space, in this number, to give the whole detail of the :
work carried on at the camp, but we hope to be able to give our

readers full report in our next issue. The camp was visited by the i

Hon. }. C. Patterson, Minister of Militia, who was much plcascd }

with thz work he saw being performed. 3

i

i

QUEBEC, QUE. b

Captain and Muvs. Rutherford celebrated their “wooden wed-

ding” on Oct. gth. ]
¢ B” Battery R.C.A. was inspected by Major General Herbert on il
Tuesday, Oct. 2nd, and Nos. randz Ce’s, R.C.A. on Wednesday ':
and Thursday, Oct. 3rd and 4th. The General was accompanied by e
Lt.-Col. Irwin. Inspector of Artillery, and Captain Streatficld 4
AD.C. y:
, - : 4
The Inspection Divnerwas held at the Citadel, on Oct. 31d, and %
all the officers of the R.C.A. at Quebec were : ~<ent. The S
following were the guests : ©Major General Herberr, Lt.-Col. Irwin. g
Li.-Col. Duchesnay, Lt.-Col, Otter, Captain Streatfield, Dr. Law- b

rence (Boston. Mass.), Mr. J. C. More, Mr. Duggan. After dinner
the party adjourned to the ante-room, where a most enjoyable
evening was spent.  The General sang the “ Kerrv Recruit” and
the “Men of Harlech,” with great success. Lt.-Col. Duchesnay
rendered “ Brigadier” in his usual form. Captain Streatfield sang
several songs with great effect, and Lieut. Ogilvy gave some char-
acter songs. Captains Fages and Pelletier delighted their hearers
with several Canadian boat songs, and were accompanied by Major
Sheppard.

The R.C.A. Minstrel Club is about to be re-organized for the
season, under the management of Lt. Ogilvy and Serg. O'Hagan.
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Major Farley, who has been iil for some time past, has been granted
sick leave,

Lt.-Col. Otter, R.R.C.I., was present ai the recent inspection of
the R.C.A., unofficially.

The grant of hooks for the R.C.A. Military Institute has just
arrived from England, and will shortly be ready for circulation.

The Franco-Canadian Dramatic Club of the R.C.A. is about to
commence rchearsals.

L. E. Joncas, Esq., M.P. for Gaspé, recently presented the
R.C.A. Institute with a very valuable relic. It isan old French
cannon found by workmen on Mr. Joncas' property on the Cove
Fields which form part of the historic Plains of Abraham. The
interesting present is to be placed in the rooms of the Institute,
together with a number of other curiosities wiich have been pre-
sented since the formation of the R.C.A. Institute.

The R.C.A. Rugby Football Club will shortly play a match with
the Q.A.A.A., on the latter’s grounds.

Lieut. Panet, R.C.A. was one of the judges at the Assault-at-
Arms held lately in Montreal.

Major Buchan, R.R.C.L., Toronto, paid a flying visit to the Cita-
del, Quebec, on his way home from England.

MARRIAGE—OGILVIE-CLAPHAM.

A prettier ceremony could not have been witnessed than that of
the marriage of Captain George Hunter Ogilvie, R.C.A., to Miss
Mary Adelaide Clapham, daughter of the late J. G, Clapham, Esq., of
Quebee, which took place in the English Cathedral at 10.30 a.m.
on Sept. 29th,

‘The centre aisle of the Church was lined with a detachment of
about fifty men of the R.C.A., and the Regimental Band was sta-
tioned outside the sacred edifice and played appropriate music as
ibe happy pair left after the ceremony. The Church was beauti-
fully decorated with flowers and palms,—the work of 2 number of
the bride’s friends. Shortly after the appointed hour the bride
arrived, and was escorted up the aisle by her uncle, Mr. George
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Patterson. She was given away by hermother. The very Rev'd.

Dr. Norman, Dean of Quebec, performed the ceremony, assisted by

the Rev'd. Mr. Petry. ‘The bridesmaids were : Misses R. Clap-

ham, B, Campbell, E. L.. Frost-Gray, Dowsley, and the ushers were
! Messrs. H. Burstall, R.C.A., H. Thacker, R.C.A., G. Hender-,
, son, C. Wotherspoon, and S. Wotherspoon, Montreal. Mr. J.
Ogilvy, R.C.A., was best man,

After the service the party drove to the Clapham residence, and '
about eighty guests sat down to breakfast. The R.C.A. Band
played selections outside during the breakfast. Dr. Norman pro-
posed the bride's health, which was responded to by Captain Ogil-
vie, who then proposed the health of the bridesmaids. Licut-
Ogilvy responded.

The happy pair left for an extended tour through Canada and
the States by the afternoon train, amid the cheers and good wishes
of a great number of friends who accompanied them to the station,

ROYAL CANADIAN ARTILLERY, QUEBEC.

DOMINION ARTILLERY COMPETITION.

PRSI

Xt

Nos. 1and 2 Companies of the R.C.A., Quebec, had their annual
Repository competition for prizes presented by the D.A.A. on
Monday, 8th October, at 2.30p.m. The Repository work performed
was the “A” Shift, laid down by the National Artillery Association.
1394, and was carried out under the conditions of that Association.
The diagram on the following page will give an idea of the Shift with ]
64 pr. R.MLL. gun.

CONDITIONS.

Y e

g

AR e e

1. Dismount gun from Garrison standing carriage on Platform
“ A ” by parbuckling down the side. .

2. Movegunfrom*“ A" to “ B and thento “C,”’ by parbuckling,
passing through passage “ D ” ; dimensions of “* D” 6’ x 6’ x 6 high.

3- Construct temporary sleigh at “C.”

4. Move sleighto “E,”” and dismanile,

5. Mount gun by long skids and rollers, on new carriage on
platform *“F,”and leave gun run up in line of fire, close to the
hunter.

Time allowed, 15 minutes.

Two points will be deducted for every minnte, or part of a minute
beyond time, for the first 5 minutes, and after that 5 points per
minute, or part of a minute.
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Line of Fire 3

Line of Fire 3%
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LIST OF STORES REQUIREL.

600000000 000000000 covsesses acess

. {
Handspikes, common 5 ¢

Lashings 134" 3 fms. each ..eeviicenrnenn ernees
Levers 12/ (point to fit in bore)...c.ec...
Mallets, wood, small....cereiieeeeciiiantsnctocneces coree oues
ManlS.eiieiariciicneriicrossse sieeniiencess conaavene 1o
Luff tackles complete..ceee cvve vecessosasssscae soceronscs
Selvageces \ eeetes ssaser  sieer seereeecssesserees sesaseres
Planks whole fir, 10/ X 177/ X 3" cevieenicicane ¢ evnnen
half eak, 4' X 1277 X 37 cevciieiencacionncinnncnss
Prisms, €Mlececiree: cosrecons. conennnn sstasirienanes costiasonss

®e0sent0ssceccne
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Elms,6/ X 10" ieceveeriiiiieiiirenuenees 3

u X 6”7 veineare conviian voresenees I
Suabicu, 24" x 5" S
“ 14" x 5”............ cieet sevees It
Ropes, drag, heavy..c..o ciieiviieeiiiiiiinn cecesiecs veesanes 2

*  parbuckling 4/" 18 fM1S2nrnserseosnrron cronsrmen 2

Rollers ground 1

Scotches ofsorts......... st eveseteess sressrsssessissenss 20 )
Skids, fir, 14 X 8” X 87 ceeertatrnnastiararrttie sriinancraneneee 2 ‘
“ob g x " x 27 e I '
*  oak, 5' 6” X 57 ceiiecene srvsrinesorranentriceoniiennes I !
U U X S YU SRR | .
oo "’x 67 X 57 1ceies it viieenens ceeeen eeeens 4 :
oo 3 X 6" b O SOOI RN L
0 X 57 X 47 cereieeiiiieee ces e 3 i

Each Company’s detachment consisted of two gun detachments
{18), Sergt. Instructor Bridgeford in command of No. 1 Co., while y
Sergt. Instructor Williams had command of the detachment from i
No. 2. Co. 4

Sergt. Instructior Williams, having won the toss, sent Bridgeford's g
squad to perform the operation first, while Williams’ squad was placed :
iu a position, concealed from view. ?

i

Both detachments performed the operation very well, and to the
entire satisfaction of the Umpire, Lt-Col. C. E. Montizambert,
‘Commandant. Although No. 2z Company had the heaviest built
men (at one time they raised the gun clear of the ground, from the
base ring, and placed a skid in rear of the trunnions), they were \
somewhat haundicapped by having Sergt. Instructor Bridgeford
against them, than whom a cleverer operator at Repository work
.does not exist in Canada to-day. This N.C. officer was recognized
.at Shoeburyness in 1882, as “ the smart No.1 of the Canadian
gunners.”’

The time of the respective competing detachments was : —
No. 1 Company 13’ 28"
No. 2 Company 15 56 2-5"

No. 1 Company thus wins the 1st prize of the D.A.A. for 1894
‘The scene, which was lively enough, when the work once began,
was enhanced by the presence of several of the officers’ wives
and a number of Quebec’s fair ladies.

- The gun practice of “ B” Battery an-l Nos. 1 and 2 Companies
wili take place at the Island of Orleans this week, when ranging and
verified practice, as laid down by the rules of the:National Artillery
Aswaciation of England, will be carried on with the 9 pr. R.M.L.
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guns, the 64 pr. RALL guns, and the go pr. RB L. g an
acramt of which wi'l he sent vou in dae cows e,
QuUEBEC, Oct. 15, 1894,

GASCHECK.

THE ARTILLERY EXHIBIT AT THE PROVINCIA{,
EXHIBITION, QUEBEC,
Sept. 10-15.

Z%e Queb ¢ Chronicle seys : Of all the exhibits in the Drill Hall,
that which probably attracted the most attention and excited the
warmest admiration and respect was the one most in keeping with
the character of the building, and yet which could hardly be called
an exhibit, as it was not altogether placed in position for show but
for service. We refer to the collection of guns at the eastern end of
the Drill Hall, which, while as ncat, as clean and as ornamental as
any cther part of the show, was yct far more business-like looking
in character. To those who have never before been privileged to
behold such a sight,—and there will he tens of thousands of them
present,—a glimpse at these deith-dealing engines possesses an
interest peculiar in itself. "F'here are six pieces of ordnance present,
and two at least of these, the nine-inch and six-inch guns, are
splendid representutives of the best type of cannon manufactured to-
day. Wonderful preofs of human ingenuity and of man’shatred of
mankind they are, terrible in their power and marvellous in their
-accuracy. ‘The remaining four pieces are a 4o-pounder, a g-pound-
er, and a Gatling gun, and the Bunker Hill gun. Their admirable
arrangement and the happy idea of the var ied nature of the exhibit
is altogether due 10 the ingenuity and good taste of the gal-
lant (,ommandant,—Lxeut .Col. Montizambert. A ('cscnpuon
of these guns from a competent authority will prove to be ex-
ceedingly interesting reading to those who care about such
matters,

‘The largest and most nnposnw in appearance of the two new
guns is the ginch R. M. L. gun. This monster, whilé not as
sauz:y-looking and to the minds of most people neither as hand-
some nor as graceful-looking as its smaller sister, has such a stout
and buil dog appearance, that from many it will receive the lion’s
share of atiention. Tt is mounted on a huge carriage standing on
a bed plate and pivot, and the whole machine is about twelve feet
in height.  Being what is technically known as a high angle firing
gun, the piece has a full elevation of 35>, and is easily «l v:m.d or
depressed by one man through a \vheel at the rear, though weigh-
ing twelve tons without the rest of the gear. The \_vexght of the
whole is as follows :—Carriage 48 cwt., slide 16812 cwt., gun 240
cwt., bed plate 160 cwt., pivot 12 cwi,, the whole weighing 628 cwt,,
or over 3otons English weight. The gun is known as the mark 1V,
and uses the following shells :—Palliser chilled shell, weight 23714
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Ibs., Shrapueil shell, filled, 255%{ 1bs., common shell 263 Ibs. The
full charge of powder is 5o pounds pebble, done up in two
cartridges, and the reduced is 33 Ibs. pebble. Range 10,000 yards.
The slide is fitted with thrust blocks, and the gun has a circular
iraverse of 3602 , so that it can be turned completely round, and
this by the strcngth of only two men by means of a wheel at the
rear. The gun’s crew consists of eight men, and the shells and
powder are lified to its mouth by two dcmckq, and are then driven
home by a rammer handled by two men. This engine of destruc-
tion was manufactured at Woolwich, and would be of special service
at a place like Quebec, where a shot might have to be thrown say
over the heights at Levis and dropped on the other side of an
approaching foe. May the time never come when its services will
be required.

Right across the shed on the other side from our friend the
o inch stands its sister, of an eatirely different type and ap-
pearance.  Although only a 6-inch, 5 ton B. L. mark VI gun,
she is twice as long almost as the former, and her object is more 10
effect daumage by direct impact. In the jpresent position she has
not at all the appearance she would plescm in actual warfare, for
in that case, instead of standing some eight or ten fect abovc the
ievel of the moxmd, as she docs at preswt, she would be sunk to
that distance in a pit to the level of the wetal shield which covers
and protects her.  The wisdom of this arrangement will be seen at
a glance, for the ugly monster is intended as a coast defence gun,
.md would never show her nose until she suddenly raises it above
the ground to utter a menacing growl at the unsuspecting enemy.
‘Then just as quickly she sinks back to her safe retreat five or six
feer under ground, leaving never a sign of her exact whereabouts
-except a film of white, (.loudy vapor, and soon even that may be
done away with t’nough the advent of smokeless powder. Terrible
indeed would De the danger in approaching such a battery. The
gun is mounted on a hydro-pneumatic carriage, and rises into firing
posmon a foot or two above the ground by pneumatic pressme
This is effected by simply opening a valve. When fired, the piece
is sent back into loading position by recoil. Should it be found
necessary to lowey her without ﬁrmg, she can be pumped down by
a pump connected with the cylinder for that purpose. The cylin-
der for elevating the gun contains 26 gallons of a special fluid, and
is charged with an air pressure of 1,225 lbs. fo the square inch.
The pressure is pumped into the cylinder by a double action pump,
so arranged as with a slight alteration to pump either air or liquid.
The smhtma stage lowers and closes automatically as follows :—
As soon as the gun is raised into firing position, the gun number
ascends out of the pit by means of one of the ladders on the side
1o Jay and sightat.  His weight on the ladder brings down the
sighting stage, and from it he gives his instructions, accordmg to
which the men below lay the gun. When it is aligned on the
object, to be hit, he descends, his weight coming off the ladder, the
stage flies back out of the road of the gun, the latter is fired by
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means of a line passing over a pulley at the back of the shield. «nd
then drops back, as already described, into loading position by
recoil. Thus only one man is exposed, and he only a few inches
above the ground and for a few seconds, The projectiles are
common shell, weight 9914 Ibs., Shrapnell gg Ibs., Palliser roo 1bs.,
steel forged 100 Ibs. The full charge is 48 1bs. E. X. E. powder
done up in four corwridges, and tle reduced is 38 Ibs, E. X. E.
powder in three cartridges. Range, 10,coo yards. The weight of
the carriage is 263 cwt,, or gun and carriage, 18 tons. Extreme
depression, 50° ; extreme clevation, 20° . The gun’s crew is
seven men, and one can, with one hand, easily move the whole
machine round on its circular traverse of 360 ° .

The 4o-pounder rifled breech-loading Armstrong gun is more
familiar and needs less description. It is one of those recently
used at the firing competition at the Island, and though not of very
great power, is one of the most accurate arms in the service.
Powder charge is five pounds. The picce weighs 335 cwt., is known
as a gun of position, and is mounted on a gun carriage with limber.
Horses are used 1o draw it when required, except in India, where
elephants usually take their place. It has rendered splendid
service in Indiaand Egypt, and was first used in the Chinese
war.

That small, innocent-looking brass eylinder, mounted between
the go-pounder and the g inch, is nothing more or less than one of
those Gatling guns, the very name of which once inspired such
fear ; but to-day it has a much more formidable rival in the Maxim.
This Gatling is the identical one use:l in the North-West campaign
in 1885 by Captain Howard. It has 10 steel barrels peeping out
at the end, and is loaded by placing on top of it one of those pecu-
liar-looking copper cylinders which stand on it with a hole through
the centre. Ten of these are carried loaded at a time, and each
contains 200 hullets, About two of these magazines or 500 shots
can be discharged in a single minute by simply turning the crank
at the rear, when a pertect hail-storm of bullets is poured forth. ~

The g-pounder field-gun is a handsome piece, and was used with
considerable effect in our own North-West trouble already referred
to. The gun weighs 18 cwt., and is mounted on a gun carriage
with trail and limber. ‘T'he gun and carriage weigh 27 cwt.  Three
shells—Common, Shrapnell and Cise—are used, as well as a solid
conical shot.  All are of same weight, and a charge of one pound
of powder is used. Some very good and steady shooting can be
made with this weapon. It is of the same size as the largest of the
field guns landed by the sailors for the grand review on the Plains
held here about a couple of weeks ago.

There remains just one more piece to mention, but what a con.
trast it presents to its big sisters, the five and twelve ton guns-
This is the small bronze cannon bearing the following inscrip-

tion :—
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CAPTURED BY THE BRITISH ARMY
AT BuNker's HiLy,
June vythy 1774,

The gun is of a dirty blue color now, but this apparently only
adds to its value. It might be lifted bodily by one man with a
litue effort.  The carriage on which it is mounted is a wooden one
with two small wheels in front so as to allow of its being moved.
An exhibit of shot and shell for all the guns alveady mentioned is
also made, as well as shells for mortars, ctc.  The end of the Hall
in which the guns are situated is handsomely decorated with
Royal Standards and Union Jacks, with siars of bayonets standing
out in bright reliet, We may add that the mounting of the big
guns and the preparation of the whole exhibit was conducted
under the personal superintendence of Armourer Sergeant-Major
Barrington, R.C.A., who, in addition to being one of the best au-
thorities in Canada on matters relating to military weapons, is also
one of the best mechanics on the continent.  We congratulate the
Regiment of Royal Canadian Artillery upon having such a man in
its ranks, and tender to that gentleman himself our warmest thanks
for the many courtesies extended by him to our representative.
Serg.-Major Barrington and a squad of men arc always on hand to

explain in a most entertaining manner the features of the military
show,

SPORTS.

The Royal Canadian Artillery Annual Sports were held on Sept.
27th, on the Quebec Amateur Arhletic Grounds, under the distin-
guished pationage of Major General Herbert. The judges were:
Lt.-Col. Montizambert, Major Young, Captain Ben-on.

All events were open to the Royal Regiment of Infantry in camp
at st. Joseph, and many of the N. C. O’s and men ot the Regiment
were successful competitors.

The weather was all that could be desired for a day’s sport, and
a good number of spectators filled the grand stand. In the after-
noon the R.C.A. Band was in attendance. The following is a list
of the events and piize winners :

Puiting Shot.—Gr. Kennedy 1, *Pie. Elsdon 2, Sergt. McCor-
mick 3, Sergt. Insuuctor Bridgeford 4.

Throwing Hammer.~Gr. Anderson 1, Gr. McGillvray 2, Sergt.
McCormick 3, #Pte. Elsdon 4.

Kicking Foothall.—Lieut. Qgiivy 1, Lt. Panet 2, Gr. Lefebvre 3,
Scrg. Ins. Bridgeford 4.

0ld Soldiers Race—Serg. Inst. Bridgeford 1, Gr. Cormody 2,
Gr. Dupuis 3, Dr. Cameron 4.

High Jump.—Lt, Panet 1, Gr. McGillvray 2, Dr. Lamothe 3, Gr.
W. Pugh 4.

*All names marked with a star are men of the R.R.C.1.
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Throwing Crickit Ball—*Pte Dowdy 1, *Pte. Elsdon 2, Gr.
V. Pugh 3, Lt. Panet 4.

Long Jump.—*Corpl. Utton 1, Corpl. Buteau 2, Tpr. Proctor
3, Gr. W. Pugh 4.

Hop, Step and Jump.—*Corpl. Utton 1, Corpl. Buteau 2, Gr.
Pugh 3, Lt. Panet 4.

100 ya’s. dash.—*Corpl. Utton 1, Lt. Panet 2, Gr. Bennett 3, Gr.
Pugh 4.

Quarier mile.—*Pte. Dowdy 1, Br. Thomson 2z, Lt. Panet 3, Dr.
Lamothe 4.

Hurdle Rase.—*Corpl. Utton 1, Lt. Panet 2, *Pte. Lavoie 3,
Gr. Pugh 4.

Obstacle Race~—*Pte. Lavoie 1, Gr. Pugh 2, Br. Pugh 3, *Pte:
Hendall 4.

Three-legged Race.—Br. Pugh and Gr. Pugh 1, *Pie. Lavoie and
*Pte. l'ourn'er Gr. S. Pwh and Tpr. Proctor 3, *Pte. Bateman
and *Pte. \'IcE'tchran 4 ;

AMile Race—Br. Thomson 1, Dr. Lamothe 2, Gr. Lannrche 3
Dr. Drew 4.

Lgo and Spoon Race—Gr. S. Puzh 1, Tpr. Robert 2, Gr.
Lamarche 3, Gr. Hebert 4.

Amateur mile (open).—Gr. Thompson 1, *Pte. Cleveland 2, Mr.
Jordan 3, *Pte. Ltienne 4.

Zent Race—Sgt. Major Raimbauit’s team 1st ; Gr. Lyndon’s
team 2 ; *Serg. Campbell’s team 3; Serg. McCormick’s team 4.

Trumpeters’ Race—-"*Bugler \Wakefield 1, Tpr. E. Robert 2,
Tpr. Procta 3, " Lugier Lynch 4

Consolaion Race.—~Gr. Adams 1, Gr. Lyndon 2, Gr. Allan 3,
*#Pte. Drolet 4.

Tug-of-War.—Gor.-Serg. Major Lyndon’s team 1, Serg. Major
Fellow's team 2.

The tent race was, perhaps, the event most appreciated by the
onlookers ; a squad composed of trumpeters took second place out
of six.

The winner of the greatest number of points in the sports was
Lieut. H. A. Panet, R.C.A.; and 2 handsome silver cup (a minia-
ture of the challenge cup presented by Lord Dufferin, for competi-
tion some years ago) became his property, and his name is
engraved upon the Dufferin Challenge Cup.

The Sports were a great success, and the number of entries for
the cvents was most satisfactory. A blackboard is to be placed o
the canteen, on which the names of the champions will be painted
each year, together with the number of points they won.

Athletic sports seem to be taking a firm footing in the R.C.A.
at Quebec, for last spring the R.C.A. team won the local Associa-
tion Foot-ball championship, each member of the team being pre-
sented with a gold medal and clasp.

#Ali names marked with a star are men of the R.R.C.1.
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BIG GUN PRACTICE AT QUEBEC.

Nos. 1 and 2 Companies of the R.C.A., Quebec, held their big
gun practice at the ranges, on the Island of Orleans, on the 26th
Octob :. The practice was carried out under the rules and con-
ditions of the National Artillery Association, the 64 pr. R,M.L.
guns only being used. The practice from the 4o pr. R.B.L. and
g pr. R.M.L. guns will be carried on during the winter, on the
ice. The following are the scores obtained by cach Company :—

No. 1 CoMpany. No. z Coxpraxy.
Iudividual Drill............... 24  Individual Drill............. 23
Group Fire Discipline....... 27  Group Fire Dnscnplme... .27
Battery © « «esee 35 Battery ceeeee33
Effect.ciieeceees vevieenen veeenn 36 EffeCtececcciiiiiiiiiaiiiiiaenie 0

Total points ...... ...231.80 Total points....ee0c144.50
No. 1 Company wins the D.A.A. prize.
“ Gas-CHECK.”

CAMP ISLAND OF ORLEANS

Gux Pracrice SEPT. 3RD TO G6TH.
STAFF.

Lt.-Col .Montizambert, camp commandant and umpire ; Major
Farley, asst. umpire ; Captams Benson and Fages, range ofhcers
Licui. Ogilvy, nme-l«.eper Surgeon Major Se\vcl] ‘medical oﬁicer ;
Lieut, T hacker, camp adj. and gr. master ; Captain Donaldson, stcre

ept., and Master Gr. Lewis, register keepers also a strong working
party from rhe R.C.A. The follown-w was the score :—

BIG GUN COMPETITION.

The foliowing are the results of the gun  competition which took
place at the Island of Orleans Dbetween the different Garrison
Artillery batteries on 4th September:

OFFICERS MONTREAL GARRISON ARTILLERY.

64 Pr.
Capl. KiNgueeeeeeeeiorncerioeenssnsanssresessnse soensnressosaseaes 16
Capt. Hibbard..uieeiireaniriieas e ceccnenaictonnenonasane s 17
Capl. MCEWEN ceuvniiiiiieenciiitoiansersercoscssiesssnns seaeee 1o
LteCol Coleniniianininiiiiiintriiencernniiuenransensasessensnan r2
Licut. Winter..occeeeeveernnnnns 21
Capt. Featherstone .. .. ceueee 1
Lient. Bartonee.ceeeensencnnnnnen. ceereesereseersariiananeans sorane 24
Major Vien, Levis....o. o..... rereretersiiieraracerassasesaseses 20
Licut. Bergeron, Levis...ccvvvveeniarneiacanns 12
Capt. Hudon, QUeEDLC.iaiiaiis cceerrirarrenicinsaes seeennens 10
Licut. Marsan, Quebec..ccveiiiiieiiiiriniiniiens covnesennnnene 5
Capt. MacNachlan, Cobourge. e ieeienssisvine s crvsnsnnes 13
Licut. MacNachlaneicceicereacayrossseseasssasansgessasssssnsennas 21

Tinic, 08.00.
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MONTREAL GARRISON ARTILLERY.
No. 3 Company—Left Half.

64-Pr.

Sergt. Wintereeeeenveeieiinienieniiiiiaeneiencens wene
GUNNET SCOtturienenriiiiiaiiuiireeniticaneanirienes
Corporal Tattersal...ccoieniicnieniiiienieienenieanen

No. 1 Company—Left Half.

Sergt. HEISeNer «uueeiovceunricrecs coe o cveanrennans
Corporal Richards....ceeeuies cuverieniiecianecaanas
Corporal McLeave..cee o ceeerreieinseiicaosannaanns

No. 2 Company—Right Half.
Gunner Vaughan......ccoccveees ceeininniiuninees
Sergt. Wilson..coceeaveeeeanninenn.
Gunner Gilmore «eceeeeeneiens ceiniiinnionannes

No. 2 Company—Left Half.
Gunner Wittier e ieieerraeee seone +onconsennsonnae
Bomb. Bickerstaffe..cce ceoeceeracunrieanneracncenns
Gunner Clarke. . ccuieiecieicrcencnsescaecncccnersanas

No. 1 Company—Right Half.

Sergt. Major ROZEIS.cee ot cereererrrncennennecennnes
Gunner CarPenter.ceceereieacasess crecens caneenson
Gunner Beck.ieeuiiuieneiiiniinnniiiiis crvecaicenes

No. 5 Company—Right Half.
Sergt. Major Finlayson ...... . seeesticenensenseensen
Bomb. HAHCT veceenes cociiceiins ciit vevecenennnnens
Bomb. AIlISION.ceas covemmniiettnnreeicens cenonssnen

QUEBEC GARRISON ARTILLERY.
No. v Company.

Sergt. GregoirCeeees voreairiiiiens + civvere menennns
Guuner MathiClee e eeies coiviiieciiiiietiinesenenn.
Gunner Desjardins..eees egeeen vees e eteeresensenes

28
30
13
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16

56
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No. 2 Company.

Sergt. FrenetiCuiee coveecicesviiinniicesrsiecoreanns 15 12
T Sergt, Dubeall.ceeeeiiiiiiiiens civeniiiieneeiennn 21 13
Sergt.-Major McKeever...ovewicvven v ivuenenennnnnnns 9 14
45 39
LEVIS.
No. 1 Company.
Sergt. LacroiXuveseeerieces cevees vosreraase sosnrnnns 8 r8
Sergt. LemiCuX..iuiee et vieiieeneaiins cenettesainos 24 .
Sergt. Bourassa...ceceeceennarienenene 1 16
33 34
No. 2 Company.
Sergt. Barras...cveeiiiveieiiniienieess v rensenee 29 9
Sergt. Bergeron. ... ee.iciievaiies veceesenicnstncanees 23 17
Sergt. MOIN suuveaeeanenrieaensecrene seeesosasssnnans 12 19
66 45 |
Lost for drilleee.eeeencanns waneee e aeees 2
64
Cobourg Company.
Serg. Major Archer...... teeetrereeterans terevseasene 25 12
Bomb. Clarke..eiceceeeriiiionresesrises soovereanens 24 19
Sergt. Linn ccee i e iane aanaes 16 15
65 46

FEDERICKTON, N.B.

To the Editor of the V.R.1.
FreperIcTON, OCT. 31st, 1894.

Sir,~—The Levis Camp is cver, and No. 4 Co, has returned to the
exhilirating breezes, bracing atmosphere and energetic civilization of
Frederiction. Every ofticer, N.C. officer and man has come back,
if not a sadder, certainly a wiser man, and a// feel that the Regi-
ment is now a Regiment and not a series of isolated detachments
with the natural and inevitable tendency to maintain distinct Regi-
mental ideas.

The journey down leaving St. Joseph de Levis at 2.30 p.m. Oct.
3rd was marked by no incident of importance, except that, owing
to the defective coupling of the Colonist cars to the Canada Eastern
train, three coupling links were broken at three different times, and
consequently the train was considerably delayed. No. 4 Co. ar-
arived at the Camp in a pouring rain, and left under similar circum-
stances {Jthe last man lo leave the Camp was our popular command-
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ing officer Lieut.-Col. Otter, who came down to the St. Joseph
Station to give a send-off to the last Company.

It was our intention, we confess it, to steal the “jubilant-cow
tail-pulling ” grey hound belonging to No. 1 Company; but this
dark design was evidently suspected, as the last we saw of him was
his being carefully conveyed up the stairs to the upper deck of H.
M.S. ¢ Corsican.”

We can assure our friends of Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Companies that No«
4 missed them very much after they had left, and the Camp seemed
terribly deserted ;—had it not been for “ Marsh ” in the Canteen and
the Doctor in the officers’ mess, things would have been far
worse ; but thanks to them we managed to pull through, and here we

are.
k * B3

In the Cemetery of St. Joseph de Levis there is a fine statue of St.
Peter with long beard and flowing hair.

Marching at ease through this pretty grave-yard to church one
Sunday, the following rematk from Tommy Atkins was overheard
by an officer as the leading section neared the statue of the Saint:
‘“Say, Jack, mark that bloke down to ’ave ’is ’air cut.”

Yours,
FREDERICTON.
* * i

The Honorable J. C. Patterson Minister of Militia and Defence
visited us on the 1st November accompanied by Mr. White, Archi-
tect to the Militia Department. Itis hoped that his visit will

result in much needed improvements in the Barracks.
E S * *

DEATHS.

WALKER, John Thomas, on the 7th Oct., at Fredericton, the infant
son of Quartermaster Sergt. Walker, aged S months.

A sad home coming awaited Regimental Quartermaster Sergt.
Walker; he found his youngest child very ill on his return, and on
the 7th Oct. the poor little one died, and was laid in its grave on the
oth Oct, The whole Reginient will, we feel sure, sympathize most
sincerely with him in this peculiarly sad loss.

MagrsH, Bertha, on the 13th August, the daughter of W. H. Marsh,
aged x year and 4 months.

On ttie evening of the 13th Aug., Private Marsh’s little child
breathed her last, and owing to the departure of the Company for
Camp at 3, 20 p.m. on the 14th, the poor little thing was buried that
morning,



