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PREFACE

The prt*s«'nt voUimi- is nut iiitt-iuUul as ai, exhaustive fxposition

of the Epistle to tin- Kphesiaiis. It lon^ists of the substance ol a

series of disiourses )fiven from the pulpit in an ortlinary pastorate.

The object lias been simply to biiuj,"^ out in their order fionie of the

leHilinjJT truths lonl.iiiu-il in (lie i-pislie lor llu- instruction anil spirit-

ual eJitication otC'hristiaiis and Hlble students. They are published

at the solicitation of si>nie who listened to them. The quotations

from Scrlptun- iire from either the Kin^f James, or the Revised

Version, as seeme<l best in each case. If this little book shall help

some of God's tiear children to a better understandiiijf of the rich

thinf^s which are contained in this wonderful epistle, the sole pur-

pose will be accomplished.

H. .". VVelton.

Toronto, Sept., 1905,
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EPHESIANS

:

The Heavenly Calling and Walk

Part I.—The Heavenly Calling.

Section I.—God's Sovereign Purpose and Work,

Chap 1 : M4.

IN the prison cell at Rome, guarded by Roman soldiers,

in the year A. D. 64, sat an old man ; the marks ot

years of hardship are on his face, and many scars from

stoning- and scourging upon his person. lie is engaged

in writing a letter. Looking over his shoulder we read

the openingf words :
" Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by

the will of God, to the saints that are at Kphesus, and the

faithful in Christ Jesus." There was born this epistle,

which for nineteen centuries has been the inspiration and

delight of countless thousands of God's people.

The letter was sent by the hand of Tychicus, a devoted

di.sciple and servant of the Lord, who with Onessimus,

was starting on a journey to Asia. It was probably not

for the Church at iipl isus alone, but to be read in several

churches. The words " which are at Ephtsus," are net

in the older manuscripts. This is the epistle we are now
to study.
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In cominjf from Galatians to this epistle we seem to

enter a different atmosphere. It is no longer the region of

conflict and contest with perverters of the Gospel, but a

calm meditation upon the deep and profound truths con-
cerning the heavenly calling of the Church. The sphere
into which it takes us is above that of Galatians. In

Romans and Galatians we have the foundation truths of

the gospel of salvation through faith in Christ, who died
for us and rose again. But when we touch Ephesians, we
are lifted into the very presence of God, and from the
exalted height of "heavenly places in Christ," we get for

the first time a view of the length and breadth and depth
and height of the love of God as seen in His eternal pur-
pose and plan of redemption.

Into this sphere we enter as we take up thii. wonderful
epistle. May God grant that as we go through it, the
" eyes of our heart " may be opened to take in the vision

in all its fulness.

I. The Salutation (vs. 1,2),

Puu/, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the will of G J.—
Though confined in a Roman dungeon, and perhaps in

chains, here is a divinely commissioned officer of the roya!

court of heaven. An apostle is " one sent " and commis-
sioned to speak with authority. The commission carries

with it divine inspiration. He is not left to speak his own
thoughts, or to make the least mistake in the choice of
language in which to clothe them. The utterat.ces of the
true apostles of Jesus Christ are as reliable as those of
Christ Himself, and they deal with tar higher and deeper
things than the prophets of old, or even the Lord Jesus
Himself ever taught—the things which they then were
** not able to bear."
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To the saints.—\t\iX who are the saints? No word in

Scripture is more misapplied than this. Tlie Church of

Rome makes saints only of those who are dead, and ot

these only a very few. Certain ones, after havinj^ been

daad a certain time, because o'i supposed distinguished

piety or service to the Church, are by authority of tlie

Church, canoni/ed and made saints by men. According

to Rome, there are no saints on earth, and never were ;

they are all in heaven, a privileged few.

Many who reject this, apply the word to the very holy

ones, who have overcome all traces of the flesh, and are

perfectly sanctified.

But according to the Word of God, the saints are all

the people of God on earth. The word means "holy

ones," or " sanctified," but the holiness which constitutes

them saints is not a righteousness or character attained,

for there are none such on earth. Their holiness is that

which they have in Christ, and as this is made good to

everyone who believes, the weakest as well as the

strongest—therefore the sinner, the moment he is joined

to Christ by faith, is a saint.

We reject the teachings of Rome, and yet we are per-

petuating their errors when over the pages of our Bibles

we put the names of " St. Matthew," "St. John," "St.

Paul," etc., and when we speak of the disciples as saints,

to distinguish tliem from all believers. This is Roman-

ism. Let us refuse to sanction tlie heresy by using tlieir

terms. Never did the disciples use it as a special title.

They were saints -but so was every man and woman and

child who believed. This lette '^ addressed \o the saints,

even to those whom he had i .hort to put av ay lyin^;^

and to steal no more.
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And faithful in Christ Jesus.—These were not a class

among^ the believers, but as distinguished from the unbe-

lie\in{^ world. If, therefore, you have put your faithi in the

I^ird Jesus, all that is in this epistle, is addressed to you

as a saint, and faithful one in Christ Jesus.

2. The'PoI 'ION OK THE S.M.NTS (v. 3).

Blessed he the Gi d and Father of our LordJesus Christ

who hath blessed us ivith all spiritual blessings in heavenlv

places in Christ.

The portion of the saints of this dispensation consists oi

spiritual blessinj^s in heavenly places, in distinction trom

temporal blessinyfs in earthly places. Israel's portion under

the law was the latter. Thus in Deut. 28:3-5 we read
" Blessed shalt thou he in the city and blessed shalt thou

be in the field ; blessed shalt thou be in the fruit of thy

body and in the fruit of thy g^round, and in the fruit ot ihv

cattle, and incre ise ^i thy kine : blessed shalt thou be in

thy basket and in thy store."

Spiritual blessings do not appeal to the natural man.

He very much prefers the temporal, which to him seem
so much more tangible and practical. He can understand

real estate, and city blocks, and farms and cattle and crops

and stocks and bank accounts ; but spiritual blessings are

vague, anil heavenly places are some unknown region.

They will do to talk and sing about on Sunday, but for him

he says :
" Give us temporal blessings in earthly places."

But these are so fleeting ; no sooner are they well

secure ' than life is over, and we leave them ; and death

is dreaded as the greatest horror, becaisa it snatches one

away from the only blessings he knows anything of, and

the more of these blessings he has secured, the greater is

the cafamttv of death.
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Hut spiritual blessinj^s are lun ^ue or unreal. Tlicrc

are multitude's who c;in tell you lio\t- real tliey arc in this

life, and there are jj^reater nnillit ides who have i^^ouv

beyond into the presence of the Lord, who, if they niij^ht

speak to mo'tal ears would tell us that thev are the most

gloriously real things that exist.

Jiut these blessings are " in heavenly places." Where

is this? What is the sphere of the portion with which the

Father hath blessed the saints? As this epistle has much

to say about heavenly places, or the heavenlies, we

will do we!l right here, to stop and learn what is meant

bv this. It is not heaven—except as it reaches into

heaven, and includes the blessings there. It is rather

heaven let down to earth. It is the sphere into which the

saints enter in this life, when they are born of the Spirit,

and it becomes real to them just in proportion as they live

in the Spirit and walk in the Spirit

In the flesh we have to do with things of sense, —
things which we can see anU hear and feel. Hy the new

birth we are introduced into a new world, li is the vvorli

of spirits ; God is there, the angels are there, and we are

there, and it becomes real to us by our faith. It is there

we have communion with God ; we enter there whenever

we reti/lv pray,— this is why we close our eyes in prayer,

to shut out the world of sense and leave us free in the

heavenly places. There is wlT^re we always worship, for

we can worship nowh' ^ else, and "God is seeking such

to worship Him." There we (c^d upon the W^ord,

We enter as babes, as we enter th« natural world, and

we shall remain babes there, unless we use in the heavenly

places the spiritual means of growth.



6 KIMII'SIANS :

Satan and the ilcnions are theiv, as vvc shall i

Chapter vi. Ami llicre is the field of spiritual warfar

victory. My friends, the heavenly place is sonn
tremendmisly real, thous^h it is not touched by any t

sens.^s, which cm coniiiuniicate only with coarse m
Let us not imaj,nne tnat by five material senses w
communicate with all real thinjjs.

The heavenly places reach ri^ht on into heaven
where Jesus is, and where the saints continue to li>

after the b'^dy, with all its earthlv senst's. ceases to

If we are Christians, and are livinj,"- the Christian 1

all, we are livinic in the heavenly places. " Vour 1

hid with Christ in (iod " -not that it is dormant, bul

den from the world, who " receive not the things c

Spirit ol (iod neither can know them, for the'

spiritually discerned.

"

Such are " the heavenly places." And there are

spiritual blessint^-s " -which are the po'-tion ci( the s;

3. Kl.KC riON AM) PREnESTINATIOX. (vs. 4-6)

This is here introduced as the movintf cause c

"all spiritual blessinj^'s" with which the Father "

blessed us" It is ' .Irro /(////.<> us He chose us in

hefore the foiiiidatwn of tlte worhi.'"

I am well aware that these words will fall harsh
many ears. Man will not have it that God shall have
thing- to do or say as to what the issue shall be, or
any fixed purpose or pl-wi, tjlj He shall see what m
going: to do. Let us not make any apology for

much less deny or explain away the plain words o
Holy Ghost, who here makes a clear statement o
sovereign purpose and plan of God in the w^irk of hi

salvation. Our place is simply to recei-.e His Word
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present it in its most obvious, and only possible meaninj.,'.

If you reject it, your controversy is with (lod, and not

with us.

We are in the habit of thinkinj^- of the plan of salvatiiMi

as an aftcr-thouj,'ht—a scheme to remedv an evil whicli

had coine in as a surprise to God. and which interrupted

His plan, and set back th •accomplishment of His purpose.

We think of our individual salvation as havinj,' its incep-

tion when we believe o\\ the Lord Jesus Christ. Hut here

we find that in the mind of God, it antedates creatii>n.

Before the world was called into beint;, or evei a s*ar

sparkled in the heavens, when God was alone in the

universe. His first thoujj^ht was for the saints. He had them

all numbered, and knew every one. and they were the

objects of His love and choice, before He put forth the

first stroke to t)uild the material universe. He " clios. k\<

in Him before the foundation of the world
"

And all His after-work was in furth Mance of His plan

of redemption. !t was for that He founded the world, to

be the scetie of the consumation of His plan for the chosen

saints ; ar.d it will never reach its prime purpose till in a

cominjj- aj^-e the ^lory of (lod fills the earth, and the taber-

nacle of God is with men. Creation and redemption a'e

parts of one jj^reat plan.

Hut some one will say, "What about those who are

not chosen ? "
1 have nothinj^- to say ; we must not

say more tha.i is written, but only speak of wh.it it

has pleased God to reveal. Why God chose you and

Tie and not some others ; or what he saw and foreknew

that entered into the decision whom He should elect, I

Know not, and to try to explain it, would be only idle

conjecture. Let us be content to know, and praise Him
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for His boundless j,'riicc, that wc xvho believe ire tor any

re.'»son ainonj,' the saints wlioni lie "hath blessed with all

spiritual blessin^^s in heavenly places in Christ, " and also

that tliis is " according' as he chose us in him before the

foundation of the world." And let us ^'O and spread His

invitation. j;(ven in all j;ood faith to the world, " whoso-

ever will let him come," and ' him that cometh unto me

I wi'l in nowise ciist out."

For what were wc chosen ? " 7Viii/ m- should he holy.''

The word "holy" is the same .is the one rcf.dered

" saints " in verse i. " That we should be saints." This

is how saints are made ; not canonized by the church years

after they are dead, but chosei. before the foundation o'i

the world. Some of us are \ cry poor saints, as were some

oi them, anil often you hear a Christian say :
" I don't

profess to be a saint." \'ow should not profess anythinjj,

but if you do not rtf/{/m- that you arc a saint, yen deny

your calliny:.

'• Ami uHthont blemish before Him." \s we are chosen

"in Christ," so we stand in His rij^hteousness, and

before Ciod are spotless.

Then follows predestination. Haviu}i- predestimiteJ us

unto the adoption us sous. This ditTers from election, which

desij^MKites the persons chosen, while predestination deter-

mines their rank or position. And what is the position to

which they are predestinated? " Cnlo the adoption oi

sons." Many see in b ih election and predestination, only

salvation. The words are neither of them used here in

that sense Election is to sainthood and holiness in Christ ;

predestination is to the rank of sonship.

We have seen, in Gal. iv, that " the adoption oi sons,"

means, not, to make them children, but the raising of
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minor children from the place of servants under tutors and

j,Hn ernors, to the place of lull ^-rown sons, set free lri>ni

the bondaj;e of law , and cli>thed with the " /i\i>n virilis,"

the token of the liberty ct'i manhood.

And all this is '* urcorUiiifr fit tin- iiooi/ />/iuisinv of //A

uu7/." Let us not imaj^nnc that anvthinj^- is due to us. that

we are chosen to he saints, or desij^nated to the ranU of

• tured sonship, hut let ii l>o " /i> //ir />rnisf of Ifis <>/in-v

ivhich He fn'cly hesfiKvcii uj i iis in tlw licliivrii."

4. Till; PRt-sKNr SiAi.i; (vs 7-10).

Havinj^ shown the bej^innin* o\' (iod's purpose, he

passes o\er the ai^es down ti' tlie present tinu-. anil shows

what we now have as a present expeiie" e. And, hrst of

all, wc luivc nulcmhlion thromih llisbh>Ht, h': • Jhrohrm'ss of

sins. ik''oi"e anything; else can be done, it becomes neces-

sary that all sin should "be put out oi the wax. This inH'o-

duces the cross. Mere the work of tiod be_i,'ins, ami lieie

bej^^ins also the Christ: n's experience. The first thini;

that contViMits the mind t^f one who be,L;ins to think o\' hi>

future well beinj;, is his sin ; and never will lie make aii\

pro}4'ress till he knows that this is forever disposed of.

Hence the tiospel is the first good news, because it an-

nounces that this is done, and that throuj^-li the blood oi

Christ, he has redemption, the forj^iveness of sins. This

should be clearly seen, before attemptinj^ to advance.

Then follows our introduction into the knowledi^e o{

(lod's purpose and plan the niNstery of His will (vs. 8-

10). Wliirli He hath made fo abound foward ns in all ivis-

dom and prudence {intelli5.;:ence), havinur made knoivn unto

us the mystery of His will. Did it ever occur to you what

tremendous truths are j^iven to us when we are taken into

the counsel of God? .And the wonder is that plain, un-
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learned men can ^'rasp them. We are often startled at

ihe clear knowledge of truth that some tmeducated people

display. It is because jfrace makes them to abound in the

knowledj^e of His will. Paul jjives Ihanks for the Cor-

iiUhians "that in cverylhinj,'^ you were enriched by liim in

all utterance and all knowledj,'e." And Christ >;ave thanks

to the Father, "because Ihou hast hid these thin^fs from

the wise and prudent, and hast re%ealcd them unto babes."

This knowledj^e of His will takes in thinjjs to come —

f 'nto Ihc dispensation of tlu' fniness of fimcs, to sum up all

t/iiuirs /;/ C/)rist. No knowled>;e ol His will is complete

(hat does not include the (inal headinj; up of all things in

heaven and earth, in Christ, who shall be the center and

administrator of all.

/;/ whom also we have obtained an inhetitance. The

saints Ivinj; in Him, are by His j,'race made joint heirs

with Him to all things so that it is true that " .Ml things

are yo'urs . . . and ye are Christ's, and Christ is Hod's."

Such is the place of the samts i.i the purpose of God.

5. Thk Skai.inc; (vs. 13, 14).

Having selected us before the foundation of the

world, ana predetermined our future rank as sons ot

Ciod, and having redeemed us by His own blood, and

made known to us His eternal t.ounse!, and given us

;i joint heirship witli Christ, He l.ist <^i all sets upon us

the s^al, which binds the transactiiMi as eternal.

A seal has a threefold force. It is a sign o^: ownership;

it is a ratification of a transaction giving it authority and

causing it to take etVect ; and it is a pledge o'i its protec-

tion and execution. Says r^rot'. Kindley : The ^i-al "is a

bond between Clod and man ; a sign at once oi what we

ar ;l..-1 shall be to Cod, aiid oi w!iat He i-^ and will be to
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u>>. it secures, ,«nd it assures. It stamps ns for (iod's

possession, and His kingdom and glory as our possest-

sion."

The seal is affixed, not wlien \vc were chosen, nor

when we were redeemed by His blood, bu« when we
•* heard the word of the truth of the gospel . . and

believed." The seal waits for the agreement of both

parties to the transaction.

And this seal is no outward mark, visil>le to man. It

is the mark upon the heart, seen only by its fruits. It is

the indwelling Holy Spirit, which is given to all who be-

lieve, and becomes an experience to all who receive Him.
*' Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His

Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father" (Gal. 4:6)
"The Spirit witnessing with our spirits that we are the

sons of God" (Rom. 8: 16).

And finally, the seal is the '* Spirit of Promise, 7vhich is

the earnest of our inheritance" It is the first instalment of

that which we shfcll receive in its fulness, when the work
of Goi' in us is consumated at "the redemption of the

purchased possession."

Thus is completed this most wonderful single sentence

(vs. 3-14), beginning with the first inception of the pur-

pose of God in et' nity past, and reaching to its consutna-

tion in the dispensation of the fulness of times, " unto the

praise of His glory." And all this is the work of God
alone, according to the counsel of His own will. There is

left no room for our work or merit. The only thing for us

lO do is, having heard of it, to believe and trust. God
does all the rest. These are wonderful realities. Let us

endeavor not to make them true, but to apprehend *hem
as facts.
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Section II.

The Apostle's Prayer for the Saints.

Chap. 2:15-23.

HAVING given utterance to the great truths of the

preceding section, the apostle pauses to record the

prayer which naturally rises in his heart for the saints in

view of these things. The prayers of Paul for the various

churches to which he wrote, and the conditions which

called for them, offer an interesting and helpful line of

study. The immediate cause of this prayer, as he says,

was that they had "heard the word of the truth of the

Gospel of their salvation," and had believed, and were
" sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise." He knew that

the great things of which he had spoken were theirs. He
docs not, therefore pray for their salvation. But he knew

also that it was one thing to believe these things to be

true, and quite another thing to have a realizing sense of

them in their experience. How conscious we are of this.

We assent to the great truths of the Gospel. We do not

doubt them, but how little do they impress us. . We some-

times wonder that we are not moved by their overwhelm-

ing importance. This prayer comes very appropriately at

this point to meet this need. Let us join our prayer with

it, that it may be answered in us, as we examine its vari-

ous petitions.
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I. Pkavi-.r for Spiritual Eyesight (vs. 17, 18).

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father oj

glory, may give unto you the spirit of ivisdom and revelation

in the knowledge of Him, having the eyes of your heart

I'nlightened.

Intellectual knowledge is not enoujjh. The philosopher

and the scientist laHor hard and long to gather from

nature its facts. They study the structure of the earth
;

they turn their eyes to the heavens to discern the size,

distance and movements of the stars, and tabulate the

results for the use of mankind. But these are cold facts,

they do not move the heart.

So we may study the great facts of God's purpose and

plans in redemption, and ar )t them, and be able to

explain them to others, but they do not bring forth fruit in

our lives and experiei>ce. We have only seen them with

the eyes of the mind. But when the Spirit ot God opens

the eyes of our heart and we begin to contemplate them

from the standpoint of our spiritual nature, then *' the

spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him,'

takes possession of ns, and we have a realization of them

in our experience. Without this, the great truths oi

grace soon lose their force, by leason of familiarity with

them.

How often we read over the wonderful truths which in

ages passed have stirred the souls of thousands upoii

thousctuds—truths which caused the mart\rs to rejoice

with exceeding joy in the midst oi the fires of persecution,

and yet they fail to move or tOuch us, even though we
believe them thoroughly. Sinners become what we call
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" Gospel hardened" -and the saints become " truth hard-

ened," and the faithful preachinjjr o( the Word falls flat

on both, and there is no spiritual fruit.

Even after we have heard the Gospel and believed, we

need a furliier work that we may X'wrw thein. John

wrote his Go.ipel that we mij^lit " believe that Jesus is the

Christ, tiie Son of God : and believing-, have life through

His name " (John 20 : 31). Hut later he wrote a letter

" unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God,

that ye may know that ye have eternal life" (1 John

5 ; 13). It is one thing to hav- eternal life by believing on

the Lo"d Jesus Christ ; it is another thing to ^nmi' by an

experience in the heart that we have life.

This was the burden ot the apostle's heart for those

who had believed and were sealed. And so he prays that

the eyes of their heart might be opened, that they mi" lit

catch " the .v/>/>// of wisdom and revelation in the know-

ledge of Him." Why is there so much coldness and for-

mality in the churches? Not necessarily because tlu truth

is not known and believed ; but because the eyes of the

heart are not enlightened. This prayer of the apostle is

needed to-dav.

2. Some thiw.s that shoild bk known (vs. iS, iq.)

He next specifies some things that he would have them

know. That ye may knew whaf is the hope of His cat/i)t<r ;

a7id lohat the riehes of t/ie ^/ory of //is inheritance in the

saints : and nvhat the exceedini; !>reatness of f/is pover to ns-

wan/ 'Tcho be/ieve, . . . ivhicli /le 'A''ro}(i>ht in ilirist u'/ien

I/e raised //im from the dead. Three things are included

in this petition :

Mik
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(i) "The hope of His calhii};." The callinj^ i'

consists in our election to saintliood, our predestinatio

sonship, our redemption throuj,'^h Mis blood, and our <

iny: with the Spirit of promise. Now what is the iiop

tliis cahinj,-^ ? VV'e speak ot iiope as of some uncer

thing whicii we desire. We often hear one say,

iiope I'm a Christian : I hope my sins ore forgiven, ai

liope I shall gotoheaxen when 1 die." Kut tiiis is

the hope of His calling. The hope of the Gospel is no
uncertain thing. The word is never used in that sens

the Scriptures. It always refers to a certain, defi

object, which is to be realized in the future, and whic
to be the consumation of our desire and expectation.

is the fulfMment of the promise. It is as sure as anytl

in the past or present. '^ is simply future. " Hope
is seen is not hope : tor what a man seeth, why dotl

yet hope for? Hut if we hope for that we see not, t

do we with patience wait for it," (Rom. 8 : 24-25).

This hope is the end and purpose for which we v

called
; it is the consumation of the eternal purposi

God. as set forth in the previous section. It is, tha
the dispensation of the fulness of times, when all thi

in hea\en and earth are headed up in Christ, we s

enter upon our inheritance, and share with Him
throne and His glory. This they had already b-^en

should be their portion, but his heart goes out in ean
prayer for them, that their hearts might lie opened to I

it in and realize it as a certain thing. Beloved, we
know these thii^gs ; but if tliey took hold upon our he
as living realities, what kind of people should we
How would tiie\ transform our lives, and make us appi

m
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llinj^ itself

itination to

J our seal-

lie hope ot

uncertain

e say, " I

veil, and 1

this is not

.'I is not an

it sense in

n, definite

d which is

tation. It

s an\ thin<^

Hope that

ly doth he

e not, then

1 we were

purpose oi

is, that in

all thinjjs

, we shall

Him I^is

b-'en told

in earnest

led to lake

•d, we too

our hearts

Id we be r

us appear.

us we are, not o( this world, but heavenly beinj,'s sojourn-

ing; on earth.

He prays also that tiiey may know " the riches ot

the f^lory of His inheritance in the saints." Not only have

we obtained an inheritance in Christ, which is the hope

of our callinfj^, but He has also an inheritance in us. We
are " His purchased possession"—for the ledemption of

which, He eajj^erly waits. It is a most marvelous thinj,'

that the miijhty Son oi' God could have a personal interest

tin such creatures as we. We can understand how His

i infinite love and compassion miijht lead Him to provide

I a way whereby we mii,^ht be saved. That mii^-hl come

from His pity fo: our lost and miseralMe condition. But

liavin<r saved us, and brouirht us to heaven—as " brands,

snatched from the burnin},s" He surely could not place a

personal value upon us. But here we are let into the

. secret of the j^reat lovinsf heart of our blessed Lord. Not

onlv has He in mercy saved us and foi .• would

praise and serve Him forever—but so precious id valu-

able are we to Him, tliat he speaks even of " the riches of

the i,'-lorv of His inherit;ince in the saints." It was

because He saw ihe value to Himse f of such " possess-

ions," that loiii,^ before the foundation of the world, He

set His heart upon us, and chose us for Himselt, and He

I has been workiui^ out the plan of our redemption ever since.

1 This is made to appear in m;uiy ways. We are " the

pe.irl of ijreat price," which our Lord, as the " Merchant-

man " found in His search, and to purchase it, "went

and sold all that He had"—(Matt, i ;, : 45-4(>). It is

tiiroui^h the Church that in the at;\s lo come. He is to

display before "the principalities and powers in tlie

heavenlv places, the niHuifold wisdom oi' Clod " (chap.
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3 : lo). By His mighty power He made the earth and si

the stars in their places, and ordered their course;

and tliey iiave been the wonder and dehght of His creaturt

in all ag-es. Sureiy " the heavens declare the glory of Go
and the lirmanent showeth His handiwork." He prt

noimced these " very good "— but there was notiiing in

all that appea.led to, or satisfied His heart. Creation

not His inheritance. Hut those whom He loved an

redeemed with His own precious blood. He so prizes as t

call them, "the riches oi the glory oi His inheritance.

The apostle prays that our hearts may be able to kno
this.

(3) The third thing He would have us know is. " U
exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward, who belie\

.... when He raised Him from the dead." There w;

something more than a display of divine power in the ai

(if (iod when Fie raised up Christ from the dead. It w;

indeed a mighty manifestition of power, before which tl

world may stand aghast, and behold it in silent wonde
Hut there was more ; there was the " exceeding greatne;

of His power to us-ward"- which is only revealed bv tl

Holy Spirit to faith. The apostle's prayer is that tl

hearts of the saints may be enlightened to know this. .'

this forms the theme of the remaining \erses ot this se

lion, we turn to the next division for its elucidation.

V Till-: l^xALTAnoN or Christ (vs. 20--, ;,

in order that we may see what was the meaning 1

Christ's resurrection to us, the apostle first pictures tl

wonderful ex;tlt;ition of Christ Himself in that act. Win
He riiisfd Him from fin' dead and set Him at His oii

n'isf^iaei'"
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riifht lumd in Iwnvcnly pluccs, fur above (til rule, ami

authoritw and poiwr and doniinioti, and I'vcry name that is

named, not only in tins ai;e, but also in that ivhieh is to

come. And lie />itt all t/tiiii^s in subjection under His

feet.

The power thai lluis exalted the Son of God is the

same that is behind the mii^hty work of our sa'vation.

Indeed, tlie exaltation of Christ is hut one feature of the

work of salvation. It was for tliis that He died and rose

a^ain. It is "the power o\ Ciod to us-v.a'd." Let us

therefore come near, and look at this mij^hty putting forth

of divine enerj^-y.

In Joseph's tomb lay the dead body of a man. He
had been known in lite as the son of a carpenter. He had

been executed as a criminal, and buried after the custom

of the Jews. .Men said it was the end jf a wild career,

the entire failure of all His claims as a relig'ious leader.

His followers had scattered to their homes, and none

expected they would e\ er rally aj,'-ain. The quiet Sabbath

was observed while He Ia\ in the tomb.

But no sooner was it over than Clod bes^an His mighty

work. He came, and regardless of the guards, and the

seal of Rome, He opened the tomb and took the body and

put back into it the life that had been sacrificed, and

showed Him alfve bv many infallible proofs and to com-

petent witnesses during forty days ; then in the sight o'i a

company of men, took Him from earHi to heaven. They

sa« Him rise, as if drawn by some higher attraction, to

His own nati'.ral sphere, until he passed the bound of

human vision, into the he;iveiil\ places. .\s He enters the

world o( spirits, they gather to receive Him with royal

honors. Hut He pauses not in His couise. Passing
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beyond an^ijis, archanjcels, cherubim and seraphim, He
rises abo-e all rule in heavenly places, as He had passed

the rule of C;esar at Rome—" far above all authority and

power and dominion, and every name that is named, not

only in this a^e, but also in that which is to come." He
stops not till He reaches the hij^-hest throne in the uni-

verse, and is seated "at the rij,-^!!! hand of the Majesty on

high," with all thinj^-s put in subjection under His feet.

That is the utmost limit of all possible exaltation, beyond
that there is nothinjjf. And there He is to-day -the same
Man in the same oody that lay in the tomb, the son of the

carpenter—the Son of God, waitin},'- for the appointed

time, when He shall come forth to assume control of this

world, and fill the earth with His glory, and reign in

righteousness and peace. Oh, the mighty power that

could do this ! And this power is " to us- ward who
believe." He was not raised and exalted for Himself

alone, but such was God's care for us, that He took that

dead body of Jesus from the tomb, and thus set Him at

His own right hand, as a part of His plan for our salva-

tion and exaltation.

4. Thk Hkad 01* THE Chi:kch, His Body (vs. 22, 23).

How the exaltation of Christ is the power of God to

us-ward, is set forth in these last verses of the section :

jitive Hhn to be headinvr all things to the Church, which is His
body. Here the saints are presented in a new relationship.

In the former section tiiey were seen as separate individ-

uals, but here they are gathered into one body— the

" Ecclesia," a called-out company, united to the exalted

Christ, so as to form the bodv K^i which He is the Head.

I ''i
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And this is the Church, How much controversy has

been waj,'ed around that word. Wliat chiims iiave been

made by various orjjanizations and systems, to ihc exclus-

ive rijjht to use the name ; and what authority has been

assumed, in that name, over the life, the (.onscience, and

the faitli o( men, and all because I hey tailed to see the

true nature o( the Church. The Church is not an earthly

or),'anization, with officers and forms and machinery. It

is a heavenly thin^ ; it exists in heavenly places ; its life is

there; all its worship, its fellowship, its spiritual exercises,

its blessinirs are there. It is the bodv of Christ, and like

its He d. its sphere is the spiritual realm. Bein^ united

to Christ, its unity is evident. There is but one Church ;

it can neither be formed by man, nor can man divide or

unite it. We hear much talk about Church union, as if the

unitinj^ of earthly orf.'anization could make the Church

one, or fulfil the prayer of Christ. Let the real unity of

the Church as the body of Christ be recognized, and let

the life from the one Head permeate all the members, and

the matter of the union of earthly organizations becomes

the merest incident.

Since the Church is the body of Christ, no Christian

lives upto himself. He is related to all other Christians, as

the hand to the rest of the body. A member of the body

severed from the other members, dies at once. So would

a member of the body of Christ. Life depends upon

unity.

And since the Church is the body of the glorified

Christ, it shares His honor, His rank, His glory. ".As

He is, so are we in this world." The power of God to us-

ward when He set Him at His own right hand, far above

all ranks o( heavenly beings, consists in that He raised all
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the memhcrs o( His body to tin.- s.inu" place ot honor
K'lory. Such is our rank now

, aial there \\c sliall Iv

person, wIkmi His work is coinplcleil.

And fnially. the church is "the lulhiess, (or ci>nipleln

the ' nleronia* )
'>f Him that lilleth all in all." A li

without a hod\ is no niore complete than a hody will

a head. .\nd so there is no complete Chtisi without
Church. it is written ot Ilim, '• As the bodv is one
hath many members . . so also is thrisl.'d Cor. i.'-.

The Christ then that wa^ raided by the power ot (uu
His own rij^ht hand, is the j.;lorilied Jesus. ti>j.^x''her v

all the saints who form the completness ot I lis boilv.

Such waj the power ol Ciod to us-vard, which
apostle earnestly desires that the saints may know, ;

for which he pravs that the eyes ot their heart may
enlijrhtened, that they may realize it in all its luliu

May that prayer be answered in each oi' us.
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Section III.

"^he Divine Method of Saving Men.

Chap. 2:1.10.

WK come, in this section, to the consideration of a

most interesting and important passaf,'e, as it deals

with the method and ultimate purpose of God, in human

salvation. in the closinjj wordt of th? last sec-

tion, we saw the Church lifted with Christ to the high-

est place in the universe- even to the throne of God, as

the body,—the completness of Him who filleth all in all.

From this, the Apostle, as by a sudden transfer of thoufjht,

returns to eartii, to consider the earthly condition from

which these exalted ones were taken, and God's method ol

doing the great work.

The first words are significant, -.1//// yon .

Our translators have tried to supply the ellipsis by insert

ing the words, borrowed from a later verse, -*' hath He

quickened " - or "did He make alive." (k.v.) Hut these

words are not in the original text, as the italics show-

If we believe that the words are inspired, then we must

also believe that the omissions aie uo less inspired ; and

we will do well to pause and ask what is the me.uiing o\

the omission.

Coming down from the diz/y height, where he had just

VA-amnxr^pynsiin

'

f^ppsjw'ua
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seon the C'luircli as Iho tiiliu'ss nf iIk> risoii aiul ^\oi

Christ, to the depths uhorvK'rsKV fouiul its, the than
s»> unspeakably ^jreat tlial he eaii only exelaim, "

you !
" \\s even such as you. are the present sharei

this exahalion. Me then proeei ds to describe the pre
by which the njij;ht\ work is ilone.

I. WiiAi riiKv wiKi:: Oik Si.\m: uv N'atikk (\s.

U'/u'n \f -.vifT ih'iui through yo/tr /fr\/nixsts (tiui

Phis is no mere fij^ure o( speech. I le does not mean ti

tliat they were in danj^^er ot death. They were dea
not hy means ot their trespasses and sins, for it was
these that caused their death ; it was rather their d
that caiisetl their sins. The meanin^r is, that it was ii

sp^'ct to trespasses and sins that they were dead,
utterly insensible were they to all spiritual life, that
did not appear to be sin. They could recoj^nize som
the f^'rosser forms o( crime and immorality and inju«

towards their fellow men, but as to the sin of disobedie
to God, and disrej^^ard of His rij^^hteous claims, it hat
place in them. It is an awful mark of deadness,
men can sin with ease. If we were fully alive, we sh«

shrink back in horror from every wilful disrej^-ard to
holy will of Ciod.

And this condition of death is the natural state oi

all. Spiritual thinyfs make no impression upon us,

awaken in us no interest. We are very much aliv«

the world of sense. We can talk fluently of business
politics, oi social alVairs, and even o\' the external-

religion. But when the subject is the inner life,

relations to God and the life to come, we are sil(

ai ' —
'IJU^ ^J^.
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kI j,'Iori(icd
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ti-; (\s. 2-3).

V (IHt/ SINS.

Mean to say

'te ileail,

it was not

their death

I was in re-
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e, that sin

ze some of

d injustice

iobedience,

it had no

ness, that

we should

ard to the

itate of us

•n us, and

h alive to

usiness, of

eternals o(

' life, our

are silent.

There is nothin>; in us to respond to these thinjfs. \Vo

turn tliem olT and say : We are practical people, we

dVal with facts and not fancies ; we live in this world, we

know about material thin>,'s, all else is va^'ue, uncertain,

unreal. " The natural man perceiveth not the thing's of

the Spirit oi iiod, for they are foolishness unto Him,

neither can he know them, because they are spiritually

descerned," (i (.'or. i : 14). This is the condition of death

in which the v orld is found.

He then points out the principles which control the

natural man. W'lwtciH yt' oner walked accordiu^i lo the

course of this ivorhi. The life oi the natural man is in the

trespasses and sins and is in full accord with the spirit and

methods oi the world ; He falls into its current, and is

borne ;<lon^^ by il, adopts its principles, lives for its end.^ and

uses its means. His whole life is absorbed in some K'^'i its

schemes; he never stops to ask what is the purpose of liod

in this world, nor what is the will of God in his life ?

These thing's form no part of his thouf^hts .'•r plans. It is

nothinf,'-.to him that God say. " l.ove not the world,

neither the thinj;s that are in the world, ibr all that !> m

the world, the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of the eyes, and

the pride ot life, is not of the l-'ather but is oi ti".- world,"

(i John, 2:i5-i<j): nor " that the whole world lieth in

the wicked one" ( i John 5 : ic)) ; nor that "the world pass-

ell, away and lusts thereof." In the f-ice of all this, he

^Mves himself up to the world, and williui^Iv becomes a

part oi it, he moves with it, seeks his pleasures, his honors,

his rewards in it. His walk is " according to the .ourse

ot this world," regardless ^^f the certain end lo which it i'^

«carrvinjj: him.

•m^&ana'Zi '.'•'•:^r^'}mmBM' li^^.^
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To this tlic apostL' iidJs : Accdrdiiii^- /<> llw pn'ih

of the powers of the air. This claiiso cniit;Miis a iiii'

t'eartul trutli, one \vliii.-h is the least thoui^lit ot", or tl

most iiidii^naiUly s|ninied l">y tlie Io\eis ot the wimIiI. 'I

folUnv tile eourse (if this world, is to li\e in lull aeeoi

with Satan the areh enemy ot Christ. lie is re]->eatei..

called the i^od and the prince ot this uorkl, in whom
lies. lie is also the prince and leader ot a innnierahle lu

of wicked spirits—denuMis to whom he has j^iv*

" anthorit} ,"—and throiii^h whom he rules and administe

the affairs ^.-^i the world durini;" the present ai;e. The:

wicked spirits are here called. " the powers (authorities)

the air," because they have their abode, not cm the eai

hut all about it, and tl\ hither and thither, under tl

leadership A their prince, ot whose will the\' are made tl

executors. It is toi liiis rea^-on that the common s\ nib

<^{ these spirits is " the birds K^i the skv " or " the fowls

the air,"' as in the parable of the sower, and elsewher

The tact that we are liviiiii' in an a.i^e that is under sui

dominion, and under the influence of such beintjs explaii

many phenomena that are otherwise inexplicable.

This, the apostle adds, is the spirit tluit iioiv rrorAw

ill ///( vliihireti iif (iisobvdu-inc. In Paul's time—and i

les> in ouis the ruliui^- spirit oi this woild is not ot" (io

nor is it (.^f man. .Xmoui^ ail the manv influences th

make up the current of" tlie afVairs of this ai^e, the oi

predominalim,-- spirit is that ot" which he is speakin

He does not say it is one ot the influences, but " the .-pi

that now uorkc'i." The spiiit liiat nin\- has undisputi

sway " in the children of disol>etlience," is the " prince

the authorities of the air." When we came to the closii

S I
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section of this opi>tk, wo shall nu-ct those a^^oiicios ai^aiii

in tiieir relation to the saints, whom they persistently oppose

and with whom wo ha\e to eontoiul. Hnt iiere it is tho

world whom thoy dominate. This is a sad pictnre, to

follow so soon after tho i^lorious vision o\' the exaltatii^i

of Christ, and His body the Church, but it is the inspired

; presentation oi the character of (he ai^e in which wo live.

In the next veise ho speaks oi' another aspect ol the

unrej,'enerato life, to show that while Satan denominates,

the natural man voluntarily chooses the course which ;s set

before him, .\ni(i)i<; v/ioni nv nisii all lived oiHi\ m tin-

lusts of onr Jh'sli, i,.IJillino tlw ilrs/rcs of tlif jU'sli diid

of the the mind. '1 his is the experience ^^\' everyone,

" in tho lusts o\ tho Hesh." Whatever the cai nal nature

craves ^ov, he lives to obtain. The sensual appetites

are supreme, ;uid the .ureat object o( life is to find nuans

to mo.-t their demands, and enjoy the wor'd as he passes

lliroui;h it. Anythin-' that olVers pleasure to the bvulx or

mind is sovii^ht after and oai;erly pursued.

This does not necessarily moan that he lives in open sin,

or iun-est:ained caiiial induli^i nee. lie uses some dei^ree

of reason. He knows that certain restraints are necessary

to the -reater enjoyment o\ life. He believes that

" honestv is tlie best j-^olicy." A enrbi:'-" oi llie s^rosser

apjK'tites, and a eulture of the social and iiUellectual part

of his nature, i;i\es a liellei- standiui^- in soeiet\ and lionor

anum.u- men, and lais^ei' success in business and e\ ery

worldh ambition. Therefore be chooses a nuMal, upri-lit,

honoiablo, and often even a relii;ious life, while all the

lime he is " fulfiliin- the ilesires ^-\ the tlosh and ot the

mii-d." Let no\\>^ be so decei\ed ;is to think that because

-.'':
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he can say, " I am not as other men," and because

conscience approves his moral integrity, and reliyi

observances, that he is not therefore hvinj,'- " ac^ irdin^

the prince of the powers of the air." All these thi

may be in the Hne of " tlie desires of the flesh and of

mind."

Paul confesses that he himself was g-overned by

principle before his conversion. He includes him
when he says, " Amon^- whom we also all once live

But was not Paul a j^^ood man ? Does he not say :

any other man thinUoth that he hath whereof he mi

trust, in the flesh, [ more as touching the ri|

eousness which is in the law, blameless ' ? Yes, Paul '

all that a g'ood and moral and relij^'^ious man could be,

yet he says, " We also all once lived in the lusts of

flesh and of the mind." Tliat is. our lives, like thost

the immoral were controlled by our own desires and ii

nations, and were not subject to the will of God. Thi

the one test that determines th<i character of every r

and woman before God.

There is yet one thing- more that marks the n^t'

man: Ajid ztierc by nature the childroi of tvrath,

the rest. It is not man's outward acts of sin that

him under the divine displeasure. God looks deeper t

these, at the source and cause o'i these acts, which

only the symptoms. The seat of the disease is in

nature. A nature that is so selt-u illed that in the face of

known will of tiod, it can make the chief end of its bei

to gratify the desir-es o'i the flesh and the mind, must d

forth the holy wrath of God, even though those sel

tlo^ires lead to nu>ral lives. '\'\w controlling principle is
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iis the same " even as the rest." \\lu\se selfishness leads

them to t,'^rosser sins. All alike are exposed by nature tc»

.the divine wrath, and for the same cause.

^ This does not conflict with God's lo\e. In fact it is

the love of (iod that intensified His wrath. The wron^

deeds or the perverse disposition ci' \ our child whom you

love and care for, stirs your heart to deeper indignation,

I
than the same evils in others, in whom you have no inter-

I est. It is the wrath ot love.

f Thus we have set before us the sad and awful picture

I of what man is in liis natural state. It will be well for

I those who glory in the dignity of manhood, and his

i wonderful achievements, to read carefully this ,jassage. It

is the divine estimate ot man's character, and the exper-

ience of every candid soul assents to its correctnesss.

2. IIow Cioi) Savks (vs. 4-7).

This bring us to the marvelous work of God's grace

for such as have been described. The trouble with those

who complain of (iod's injustice towards His creatures, is

that thev stop too soon. They read A\s expressions of

wrath, and say, " Such a Ciod is.not a God of love." They

should put with it what His grace has done for the child-

ren of wrath. From the last verse, we should expect to

read of some dreadful manifestation of His holy wrath.

But to our astonishniLMit and deliglit, we f\nd the next

I words to be : /i/// God, v/io is ricli in nn'rcv for His

,
frrcdf love iv/icrcivi(/i /A' lorcii iis tv/icti "d'f 'd'erc dead in siti.

So there was something else in the heart of God besides

wrath. There was a richness, a wealth of mercy, and a

love that was i'reat. And ihi'^ mercv anil love outstripped
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oroalness oi' His love. I>iit this is not all. U'e are lold

in verse 7, that He had a purjiose lie\ ond ;tnd we niaV

say, itieludetl in this. it was tor the i^liMV ot '.uul th'OUf^h

tlie eternal -i^e*^. /'//(// /// ///<' ^/^'('\ /o co/z/r //<> ))iii>lit

s/i(i':t' flic cxccc(/i)i<^ ric/ics of His i^nicc, in His kindness

lovdi-ds us. 0\w oftlie results of our salvation will be to

cause the anijels to utlfi' the praise of mir Redeemer and

Savior throui^h eternal ai^'.'>. John in his Apocahptic

vision saw the an<4els in countless multitudes joinins4' with

all c.eatii>n in asciibini^' honor and j^lorx' and blessint;' to

t!ie Lamb that was slain. Such will be the consumation

of His work of salvat'on.

3. It ;s Ai 1. <\v K^\v..\cv. (vs. 8-10).

The remain! 1^ verses oi tiiis section are to show that

the work is His alime, and is all oi i^race, and not of

works. Twice diies he alllrm this. When speakinj,-' o\

tlie first step in 'he work— i>ur quickenin;^' from death he

stops to s;iy in parenthesis, a. if eai^er to keep it to the

front, " \\\ s^race are ye saved."

And a^ain in connection with the completion oi th,:

work as it is displayed to the wondering' universe, he

repeats : /<;/- by <;ni(C arc vc saved throus^h ftiithy and llnit

tn)t (>! yourselves, it is /lie i^^ifl of God. It is not the faith

alone tliat is the j^ift of ^\oi\. The orii;iiial will not allow

this interpru'.ition. 'I'lie j^ift oi (iod is the whole work oi

sahation, includint;- all tlie details. 'I'o streiii^then this he

adds : Xof oj latrks, le^t miy nian should boast. This re-

minds us ot the strenuous laiiiL^uaj^e oi Romans and Ciala-

tians, where he insists so lorcibly that ' Mn.ui works jilay

UL'* pa. u) salvation. tirace from its \ cry nature, cannct
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be joined with works. Weh.ncbccn tried unde,
once, and utterly f.-iilcd. Now Cod will not allow i

have the least part in the work. If we are to be s
now, we must keep our hands otr. He will not co,
that the law system, which is the system of works,
which has entirely tailed to save even one. shall he alk
ay:am to enter into the matter in the least de^'-ree.
man shall he permitted to boast of anything,' he has
done. If there was one small thinj,r that we could di
a part of our salvation, even the liftin- up of the fin
we aould boast that we " we did our part." Hut in
ajfes to come, when the an-els, who are studvin^^
interest, the work of human redemption, shall praise '

exceedinj,^ riches of His ^'race," they shall not be alio
lo jfive any part of the credit to us. He alone is wor
who

"
' • • first mUrivi'i) (lu- \vnv>

lo save robollions man,
And all tlu- step^, His ^raic display,

xVho drew tlu- wondrous plan."

On the contrary
: fl,^ are /lis 7mrk»mns/iip, crvatt,

Christ Jesus, tatto gwd works, whieh God before prepa
ihat we should wa/k in them. Go into that tactorv and
that wonderfully contrived machine, built and adaptec
the. work it was made to ,\o. It is turnino out spier
work in the most perfect manner. Vou admire the ;.

of the machanic who could plan and make all the part;
the machine, and put it in place, so as to execute s
excellent work. It is his workmanship. Vou praise
builder, but you do not praise the machine except a
displays tJie ability and skill of its maker. It had no f
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in its own construction. It is simply the workmanship of
another. .\ll that it is, and all that it is ahk- to do, is the
pure, unaided work and plan oi its maker, who, out of
cold, dead and powerless iron, made the heauliful machine,
and fitted it for the work that was j,nven it to do.

"We are His workmanship." Out o[' the dead and
powerless material "the children o\' wrath " He pro-
duced livinjr, spiritual bein^rs, possessed of His own life,

which He put into us, and set us in place, "in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus," and ^^ave us power to work, and
prepared the work for us to do. We shall receive praise
for the faithful work done afterwards, but for our salva-
tion and exaltation to the throne oi Christ in heavenly
places, never shall we be able to point to on^ thinj^r we
exer did. " By g^race are ye saved." Grace took us from
the place of death in sin, from the j^^rasp of the " prince of
the powers of the air," and from exposure to the wrath of
Ciod, and first j-ave us life, and then raised us with
Christ, and seated us with Him in heavenlv places, and
made us the riches oi the ^Hory oi His inheritance," that
throui,di the ai,res to come, we should be to the praise of
His ^Hory. and all that, before He ^^ave us any work to do.
Havino- done this without our aid, but only " throujjh
Jaith." which simply believes, and trusts Him for it. He
then introduces us to the work which He also has prepared
for us to walk in. Such is the divine method of salvation,
as set forth in this section.



' 1 W"

l^'i
,

/?, :

!:

i-/ i

1

'

'
I

-illil'

,



Tin: JIKAVI-MV I AM.INi; AM) WALK 35

Section IV.

Forming One Body, arnd House of Cod.

ChaLp. 2: II. 22.

EACH >c-Ctioii otil.is wonUerJiil epi-,tIo presents some
new display of the i>raee o( (iocl in Hi.s work oi' re-

demption. In th.> last, we saw the sinner raised trom his
place of death in sin, and the dominion of his ow.i de-
praved appetites, and from hondatje nnder the prince oi'

tliis world, to the rij^'hl hand of God in heavenly places, to
show to an admirin^- nniverse in the a«,'-cs to come, " the
exceeding riches of His ^-race in His kindness towards ns
m Christ Jesus." Now he turns to another aspect of the
work, in which we shall see Him j^atherins,'- the scattered
materials from amonjr all nations and classes and condi-
tions of mankind, and from these formini,-- the body of the
one new Man

; and also buildinj4f thtm toj^ether into a
temple, to be a dweliiui,'- pla.e for Ciod.

1. Fak Om- :MAni-; Xicn (vs. 11-13).

I he apostle would not have them forget what they
were, that the hopeless condition in which they were
found mi.i,rht ever rem:n"n as a bai-ki,-round on which to
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display the^'ra.-e of (lod that raised thorn. Il7n-n
n',„i',„b,,tfu,t,yi- hvh,_iri„ tiwe past Cn;,/,h-s tutheji
iv/,o „n- ralUui ,n,nrr„»,cis,\m hv thai jv/nc/, is ra/iva
rtrramcisio,, in the flesh, math- bv hamls. There is

doubt that in time past it meant verv much to be a
|The advantHK'e of the Jew was •' nmch everv way " "

alone of all people and races of the earth was in coven
relation with (iod. Hack oi the law was the coven
with Ai.raham and his seed, which was without conditi
and included all earthly blessinj^s ,0 them as a nati
and throuj^h Christ the spiritual Seed, all heavenlv bU
m^'s m Him. But the Gentiles were outside oi
They had no claim upon God. Thev could not refer t

sin-le promise, or any word oi hope that had ever h,
made to them. It was only in Israel that a Saviour v
promised. Salvation was of the Jews. They bore
seal ot circumcision which marked them as sharers in
cox.nant which God ma.^e with Abraham and his seed f
ever. To them alone th.. prophets had been sent • w
them alone God was i„ communication, to them 'ale
He K^•lve His law. and the ordinances of ^^race. and forms
worship

;
and of them Christ had come. AM was of Isn

and tor Israel.

The Gentiles are reminded that the^ were alien, fn
the eommomvealth of hnwl. ami st.au^rers fnm the cm
Hants of the promise, havin^^r no hope and without God in twoHd And what was true in Paul's time, is true to-da
The heathen world is here described. But this sad cone
t.on IS not confined to those we call heath.n. The san
IS true ot those in Christian lands, who thouj^h thev he
the Gospel and are familiar with its terms, are vet' wit
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out faith in the F.ord Jesus Christ. It is a most dismal
sanation. Think of a ship tar out in mid-ocean. without
;. pilot, without a chart, and without a rudder, tlu hound-
less sea ever rolling- by. The ship is headed for no port
has no mission to fulfill. Those on board have no expec-
tation o\ ever reaching' land or home. Thev have simply
to drift aimlessly about, xx hithersoever the chan^in^^
winds may drive them, till i,, some storm they ^o down
to a hopeless ^'rave.

So it is with the aliens from God. and from His cove-
nant. The world is their sea, ever movinj^ -„ever at rest
They are in the midst o\- it. with no God to watch over
a.id care tor them, with no pilot to direct their course, no
chart to show whither they drift. They e.xist absolutelv
wuhout a mission or a purpose, and without hope for the
future. They live on thus aimlessly, trying' to amuse
themselves from day to day for a few years, till old a«-e
or more probably some disease or accident puts an end to
hJe. and they ^o down and out oi i^rht, ,uu\ into outer
darkness forever. We may say what we will of the noble
l.ves, and hii,^h ideals o( those whc Souj^h not believers
».i Christ, have done much to help tne weak, and lift up
li.e fallen, and make life happier while it is passin^^ • yet
any purpose or mission which ends with life on earth -
which has not for its consumation. a ^^lorious eternitv
ihrou^d, the only possible way, which is faith and trust in
the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Way. the Truth and the
L.te-.s to be without God and without hope in the world
Let us not for-et from what we were saved
nuf no^. n, Christ Jesus, u- that once -.rrv fur off\ anmade ni^h by the bhod of Christ, A ^.reat chan.i^e has
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lu.|vloss lite is ovcT. TIkv arc insiJo tlu- Cokl, and ir,

lowsh,,, uith tho ,vopk. ot (ioJ; ilK'v h;u.-comc inulc.
proMsu,,, ot the Divine an.nant

; tlu-v havo an ohj.v
tluM.lifc. a mission uoril.y o( tl.cir nalur.. a hope 1

makes the futuiv hri,,.|;t and attractive. Thev aro "
.n

nij^h."

Mm Mjark hou ihc\ wore made ni.:-h. Hv uhat mo
was this j^roat ehan^f a.vomplishod ? It was hv uo of
ot then- own. It was no- hv retormin- their hves. or
tho adoption of new a.ul he.t.r principles or entering n,
tlK' pursnit of a nohler and worthier purpose. Th
Ihin^^s are o-ood and have their plaoo. but thov can no
brm^r s.nners ni^h to (iod. Tho apostio states distin.
tliat they '• are made nij^h hv tho hkuul o: Christ " T
alono has dono it. The saoriticial death ol' (osns Chri
has put mankind into new relations with Clod, bv rem.
•HK the barrier which separated ihom, and bridj^nno ,

chasm. It was sin that aiienatod man from liod. ^t
sm that separates the heathen from Him to-dav, and tl

separates the sinner in Christian lands from tiod and (n
peace and hope. Hut the blood of Christ has remov
tins. He hath once appeared to put awav sin bv t

sacnhce of flimself." (Heb. ., : .f... That wo'rk was'do
on ihe cross, and by that the "far ofl" were "ma,
ni^^h. • Let us never ima^Mne that we are nii,^h to CW
because of our improved lives. V.^ erv moment* of f.^Woy
sh.p that we have with Ciod, and with His people eve
.s.-n, CO we are permitted to render

; every enjovment ,

H.s watch-care m the vicisitudes of life ; every experieiK
of peaceful rest in Him

; and every throb of' joyful hop

rikim
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anil anticipali >.i ot j^IiHv to come
; all aie ours sv>Iely h\

\irtne of the blood of Christ. IK- alone did t!ie work.
We heard the j^Had news ol its accomplishment. We be-
lieved and accepted the new relationsjiip into which it

bron^ht us. We theretore ^hully draw ne.ir in fellow-
ship and worship and taithtiil ser\ ice. because we were
maile nij^h by His iilood.

II. liii: Om; lioi>v : Iiir \i:w .M.w ( \ s. i 4 i.S|.

Heing iiadc nij.;h lo (iod, lluy aiv next made ni-h to
each other, and st.iblished in pe.ice and unil\ . The world
was divided into two classes, jews .md tientiles. The
emmity between tlu-.e w .is bitter, .ind the sep.iration was
ci>mp!ete. They UMined twi> distinct Ispes ot iuimanily.
I he bej^-ininj^ of their estraiif^ement and lu>stilitv was
the clu>ice of Abraham's seed as the people of Ciod, and
the li'iv'w^^ to them of the law. which made their mode of
life entirely ditfeivnt. Hy the very nature of their callinj.,'.

the Jews could li.tve little in common with the tientiles;
and on the other hand, the (ientiK s came to hate the jews
with intense hatred. This has tx-eii manifested io all

a^'-es. First Israel persecuted, and made w;ir af.;;iinst

the Centiles. drivinj^ them from their hiud which God had
i^iv^ii to His chi^'sen people, and had comm.mded them to
i,'-o in and possess it. And l.-iter the llentiles oppressed
Israel, and drov.- them ;ii,'-ain from their l.iiui, aid perse-
cuted them in .ill Kinds whither they were scattered. Hut
b.ick .It .ill this was ;i deeper hostility, iiispiretl b\ .S.itan,

that ot the natur.d man aj^ainst God,
I he .ipostle now proceeds 10 show Goil's method of

brin-iui,-^ tliese two elements tojrether, .and both into

i-

J
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closer relations with Himself, and .0 estahlishin^r pe.,,
Ih.s cannot be done on the ^nound of either the I

or the Gentile. The Gentiles were not to become le
HHd adopt their hiws and ceremonies

; nor were the Je
to }ro over to the position of the Gentiles. He ratF
estabhshes a new position for both. He sets up a n.
standard. He is on, peace 7v/>o hath made both one a
hath broke,, down the ,„iddle ,vail ofpartit,o,,. He i^atht
Jews out from their Judaism, and Gentiles out from th,
heathenism, joininj,^ both to Himself, so to „,ake
Himself of twain, one new A/av, so „,aki„ir peaee Tnew position is outside of both Jews and Gentiles
forms a th.rd j^^reat division of mankind, and now we ha^

the Jew, the Gentile and the Church of God." Th
last is the new Man.

In order that in this new iMan there mij^ht be perfe
harmony and peace, and that He ,ni^ht reconeile both ,u,
God tn one body, it was necessary that all existin
barners should be destroyed

; and so Christ first of all dea
with these. Having abolished in His flesh, the e„„,ntj

7'VS"
^'"' "f <-<^"^'»^'^nd',,ents contained in ordinances..

that He nttght reconcile both unto God in one body by th
cross, having slain the enwiity thereby. Thus in 'the ne>Man all causes of estranj^ement and bitterness betwee
i^y^ and Gentile, and between both and God, are foreve
Joneaway. Thus we have God's way of making peace
The m.ss.on of Christ was not to revive and restor.

Judaism, ru,r was it to reform and save the nations o,
their own j^round. He will do that for both when H<
cc.mes a^.ain to set up His visible kinj^dom on the earth.He w.ll then deal with Israel and the Gentiles as such
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But His work in this ajje is to j<-ather out ot all nations
the third body, in which no traces of former distinctions

shall appear. In this body there is "neither (ew nor
Greek, circumcision nor uncircumcision. Barbarian, Scy-
thian, bond, or free." .All distinctions c>{ birth, ranks
education, culture, sjx, or whatever in this life separate,
mankind into classes, are lost, and all are merj^ed into the
unity of the redeemed, into one new M:in—the Christ.

How different is this reconciliation from that of man's
hifjhest ideal. Man's way is to bring humanity together on
the basis of the natural man, and a common creation is the
link by which he would unite the race into one. .And so we
are hearing much of the new gospel, which multitudes hon-
estly accept as the very essence oi Christianity :

" The
universal brotherhood of man, and Fatherhood of Clod." It

makes the brotherhood of man mean simply a common
origin, and the Fatherhood of God nothing more than a
common Creator. But this would of necessity include in
the same family, all the lower and the lowest animals.

The time has not yet come for God to deal with His
material creation, which " waits for the manifestation of
the sons of God." (Rom. 8 : 19). The brotherhood that
IS now being formed is of those who have been reconciled
by the cross,* by which Christ abolished all that hinder,
fellowship with God, and with each other as His childrens
and so making peace in one body, which is the new Man-
Christ and the Church.

This is the peace which He cam-., and preached to von
w/nr/i 7vere afar off; and to them that nwn' niirh. And it is
the duty of the Church, in His name, to make known to
the world this method of reconciliation and the new re-
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lationship into which men are broii^rht by the cro:
Christ. We are called to be the heralds of peace.
is Christianity.

III. Tm: HriLDiNV. OF Gon (vs. 19-22).

This section of the epistle reaches its climax ii

closing- verses of the chapter. Here \vc have the
and hi-l,est destiny of the church. It is not simpiv t«

saved and bro.it,rht ni-h to God, thou-h that is enou-
fill our mouths with joyful praise forever ; nor is it si'^n

to be bronjjht into the blessed fellonsh: - - the brot
hood of saints, whose fellowship is '<,- ,,th the Fa
and with the Son, jesus Christ," t.. ,-h this aj-ain .i

to the exaltation and ^Hory of our salvation. It is. in
dition to all that, to be made a house, a dwelling plac
God himself, a temple, eve-) a holy of holies, a "habita
of God." Benio- built upon the foundatwn of the afioi
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself deifisr f/ic chief an
stone, in whom each several biiildin^^fitlyframeii tosrei

,irro-weth into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye also
builded toiyether for a habitation of God through the Spi
Such is the Church which is beinjr constructed from
j^athered materials.

The variety of aspects of the work of God is .nlm
infinite. That which we have been lookinj^-- at as a n
Man, appears now as a buildinjr—a temple. But it is

same thing. There we were taught the fellowship of
saints, and here the Durpose of God to form for Himsei
sanctuary, for His own indwelling.

But we see in this passage that this building is pe(

liarly and strangely constructed. It is formed of stom
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every one of which is a complete buildiiii; or temple in it-

self. Such is the meaninj,' of the words, " in whom each
several buildins,' fitly framed toj^ether ijrow.jtii Mito a holy
temple." To the Corinthians Paul wrote: "Know \e
not that your body is the temple of the Holv (ihost which
is in you -r (I Cor. 6: 19). The reference there is

to the individual believers. Cod by the Holy Spirit
dwells in the person of each H i,Vver. as truly as He di.l

in the temple at Jerusalem. The body is the outer court
;

the soul is the holy place ; and the spirit is the holy of'

holies. In this inner sanctuary C^oiX manifests Himself in
His ^dory, which shines out throu<,'-h all the other parts,
and sanctifies them. These temples are "

livinj,'- stones."
which are built into the -rcat temple, which as one build-
inj,-- forms the " habitation of God."

Not only so, but each local assembly of believers
K^athered into one place for fellowship, worship, and ser-
vice, and which constitutes the local Church, is a temple
of God. It is not possible for the whole Church of God
on earth to meet to|rether, so as tc manifest the unitv that
exists

; therefore Ciod reco^mizes the local assemblv as a
representative of the whole, and in a peculiar m'anner
manifests His presence- " where two or three are gathered
together in My name."

But not only are the individual believer, and the local
assembly temples of God. but also these are all builded
together into one great house, which will appear in all its
magnificent splendour in that day, which was tvpified in
the dedication of the temple of Solomon. When the last
of the living stones shall be put in place, and the whole is
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complete, than shall the j^Hory of the Lord come upon,
fill the whole house.

As the various pieces that are put into a house in

construction differ in form and use, so that they show
resemblance to cacii other, and yet each is needed in
place for which it is intended and fitted, so do the inc
dual stones wiiicii mai<e up the temple of God, differ fi

each other. Kvery peculiarity of personality or ext
trieity is used of God to fill a place in the whole. Let
not try to be alike; let none try to make himself I

another. Let each be himself, assured that God has m
him what he is, to fit the place He has designed him
till. Only is it necessary that each should be yielded
to the purpose of the great Architect.

Since each stone in the temple is a temple in itself

.'^hows in what diverse temples God can dwell. He i

take up His abode in all the diversified characterist
which mark the dwellers in all pjirts oi' the world, and
all grades of social or national life. But while the stoi
of the temple of God may differ, one thing is essential
that each shall be a temple, and himself indwelt of God

And what is true of the individual, is true also
local assemblies. There are as many different kinds
Churches, as there are of individuals. It is a mistake
insist upon uniformity of Church organization, or metho
A Church composed of the educated, cultured and wealtl
citizens of an enlightened land, will need one form ai

order, and a Church composed of the illiterate and unciv
ized will need quite another ; and between these there vv

be needed a variety of forms. It is for this reason th;
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the Holy Spirit never j^ave us a form of Church or^-aniza-
tion, or rule:, of order.

How then are we to test the Churches to determine
which we shall fellowship as Churches of Christ ? There
are many callinj,' themselves Churches, which should not be
received or recoj,Mii/ed as such. The apostle jfives us the
test of a true Church.— " Ruilt upon the foundation of the
aoostles and pr.^p'i.-ts (New Testament prophet.)
Jesus Christ Himself beini,-- the chief corner stone."
Any Church, whatever may be its form of org-anization
or mode of worship, which takes nothinjr for authority but
the inspired words olGod'sappointed teachers—the apostles
and prophets —and which bows submissively to all such
teachinjr, casting aside all traditions of men, and human
creeds as having any binding force,—and which builds it-

self on the one foundation of Jesus Christ, the divine Son
of God, is a Church of Christ. But any so-called Church
Which substitutes for the Word of God. the opinions or
reasonings of men, or which denies the absolute integrity
or divin.- authority of the Scriptures, whatever may be
Its form or historical association, forms no part of that
temple which is being " builded together for a habitation
ot God. ' Men may differ honestly, and with equal loyalty
of heart to the truth, in regard to Scripture interpretation,
as we are not yet made perfect in wisdom and knowledge

;

but there must be oneness of Spirit, and equal acceptance
ot the one foundation. Sd long as there is the same
Spirit, the same Lord, and the same divine standard of
truth, it is matter of .smaller importance that there
should be visible unity, or uniformitv in details. There
will ever be "diversities of gifts," and of " administra-
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tions.- and of "operations, but is the sarr.e God
workethallinall.- ft is thus that the one true Ch
irrovveth mto a holy temple in the Lord."

if
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Section V.

The Mystery of the Church.

Chup. 3:1.13.

47

JN the preceding: chapters the apostle has sought to fix
attention upon the unity of the Church, as seen in

Its completeness. The work of God is seen in its far-
reaching and comprehensive aspect. It is not simply God
deahng with and savin^r an innumerable company of indi-
viduals, but as ^fathering these scattered materials into
one. and tormin- them into one great temple to be filled
with His glory.

At this point the apostle is about to utter the prayer
that IS on his heart for them, that they might be strength-
ened and fitted for the exalted position to which they had
been called by the grace of God- And so the present
section opens with the words : For this cause, /, F\nil, the
prisoner of Jesus Christ iu behalf of vou Gentiles

'—
and here he suddenly pauses. The Spirit who inspired* his
wr.tmgs, leads him, before recording that prayer, to inter-
pose a passage concerning the mystery of the Church.
Thus the section which we are now to examine forms a
parenthesis in the course o{ the thought of the epistle
Iheretore, while we wait for the prayer which was upon
his hps, and which will follow later, let us listen to the
unfolding of "the unsearchable riches of Christ" in this
mystery.
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These digressions ofren occur in the writinjjs of
as It |„s soul was so full of the truth that when he v
pour ,t out in orJer. it overflows i„ unexpecieU places
the order .s broken into, as in this case. But never
the apostle indul^^^e in such dif,nessions, that he does
«:.ve us, by the Spirit of (iod, some peculiarly pre.
truth Irom the divine storehouse. So we shall find it I

I. Till- Mvsricuv OK thh Chikch (vs. 2-h).

Turning- suddenly aside from what he was abou
write, he says

: //,-, Auvc heard of the dispensation of
Srace of God which ,ms ,ir'ven me toyou-ward, how tha
reve/atnw ffe made known nnio me the mvsten. as / w
afore tnfew words

The word " mystery " (^,..r,;^,o,, has a meaning,, sowhat different from that in which we use it. It does
mean somethin^^ vajft.e, or perplexing-, or hard to be
derstx,od. Ft means something, which is unknown :which can never be found out till revealed directiv frOod. It IS a truth or fact that is bevond the reachhuman philosophy or science or reasoning-, till God choo
•n His own time and manner to make i< known VVI
thus revealed, it is dearly understood.

.There are many such truths, but amono- them th.
are seven, which stand out prominentiv in the New Tesi
ment, and are definitely called " mysteries." These ar
first, " The Mystery of the Kinjrdom " (Matt i

-
, ,) t

proj^ress of the affairs of the kin^^dom during the 'rejecti,
of the k.n^., or the present ag:e ; second. •' The Mvsterv
Israel (Rom.

, , :.5). ,he period of blindness tha't shoucome upon them till the fulness of the Gentiles be come i,

third. The Mystery of Godliness" (i Tim. 3 •

16) tl
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tlivnie nicarna tion; fourth, "The Mystery of the First
Kosurrec.ion" h for. 15:51), the chan^a- of livin^r be-
lievers

;
tilth, " 'Ihe Mystery ^^i iniquity "

(2 Thess. i ry),
the development <^i the Antichrist ; sixth, "The Mystery
of Mabylon the lireat, the mother of harlots " (Rev. 17:
5); and seventh, "The Mystery of the Church," with
uliiih we have to do in this section of our epistle.

Oi the nature ^^i this mystery he savs he had already
written "in few words.- |„ the previous section he
iiad already spoken oi the Church as the fulness of Christ.
He now tells us that this is a mysterv, «.///>// /;/ other ages
was not made known unto the children of men, as it is now
revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.
(See also Rom. 16:25, 2^).)

And what, defmilely, is this j,rreat mvsterv .» Ft is ex-
pressed in verse 6 : That the Gentiles sho'nld be fellow-heirs,
and of the same body, and partakers af His promise in
Christ. The original expresses this with even greater
definiteness. It is "that the Gentiles should be joint-
heirs, and joint-members of the body, and joint-partakers
of the pronnse in Christ."

We must not confound this with the promises of God
concerning the Gentiles as such. The Old Testament is
full of predictions of coming- blessinj,^s to the Gentiles. It
was made a part ol the promise to Abraham, that 'the
whole world should be blessed throuj^Wi the blessinj,^s that
were to come to his seed. " In thee shall all the families
ot tl-e earth be blessed," was a promise well-made to Is-
rael, and the prophets abound in references to it. But
«t was nowhere predicted that a new bodv should be
lormed, m which both Jews and Gentiles should be so
united that th.y should, without any advantage arising
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from former relations ,o (lod. he joint-heirs and joint-,
akers o» the promises made to Christ, who is the

'

heir ol all thinj^^s.

Let us .,ot conro.ind two thing's that are vastly difl
e.it. Nat.onal hlessin^^s to Israel, and through them
the whole world, are pron,ised throughout the Old Tesment. That is one thing. Rut spiritual blessings
heavenly places ,o Christ and His bodv the Church. ;

qu.te another thing, and these were hid-not in tScnptures but " in God." and there "kept secret sir
the world began."

In the past age God's blessings flowed to the wo,
through the channel of Fsrael. His chosen nation, and incommg age th.s will be true again. Then shall all natio
of he earth be blessed through the blessing that will con
to tha people. But in the present age the divine blessir
flows to the world fron, Christ the Head, through H
b.>cly the Church. In this the Jew has no advantage ov.he Gent.le. nor the Gentile over the Jew. It is n^t th.
Gent.les are brought over to Judaism, to sh;.re in Israelb essu,gs. but a new body is formed. This is the nnster
of th*- Church.

We see ho ,..r astray are many of the commentarie
." ^vh.ch th.s n.ystery is del.ned to be •' the salvation o
tl.e Gent.les. or " the admission of Gentiles to salvation.'
That vvas never a mystery, nor was it ever kept secret
Ihe Old Testament abounds in the revelation of God'.
purpose and plan for the salvation of the Gentiles Hut
the mystery here spoken of is somethi,.g " which was kept
•secret since the world began, but is now made manifest "

(Rom. i6: 25. 26).

.i
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1

J. Pail's Apostlkshii' anh Commission (vs. --i)).

When the time had come to make known this mysterv,
a new ajijency was introJiKeil throufjph which to reveal it.

For this, Paul was called to the apostleship. Thus
speakinj,' of the mystery he says :

" ll'/uno/ I was mnde
(I miiiisler uccoi-iiinff to fhv irijt of the frrave of God ivhivh

mix ^iven niv . . . thnt I should preuch unto the Genti/is
the unseiDThiibte riches of Ghnt, and to make all men see

what is the dispensation of the mystery, which from all ages
hath been hid in God.

This passage presents to us the distinct and peculiar
character o\' Paul's apostleship, which ditVered from that
o{ others. To him was committed the ^Hft, or ^race, or
dispensation, o receivinj,' and communicatintf this mys-
tery o\ the Church. It was first revealed to him, and
preached only by him. Ihe other apostles were commis-
sioned to preach to the Jews, to show them that Jesus was
the Messiah for whom Israel looked. I'eler was the head
of the apostleship to Israel. It is true that Petei hist
preached the j^ospel to I he Centile Cornelius, but he
simply made known to him that Clod would receive (ientiles
who believed, into Israel's fold. He never touched upon
the nature of the Church. But Paul wont much further,
and proclaimed the truth, that the Church ot (iod, the
body of Christ, was somethinjf outside of both Jews and
C.entiles

; and that to belong' to it the Jew was called out
from Judaism, and the Centile from the nations, to form in

Christ a new Man. This is what Paul calls " my gospel."

Therefore Paul's apostleship was distinct from that of
the twelve, in that he was the apostle of the Church. As
the Church was an extra body, not known in Israel, so

j|
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version o. Paul, ,he ap„,„.. „.e,e „:„.,,.» ,p.,k.„ o ,s
twelve wLerea, bef.re. and ahor ,h/,a||'„, .u' ^ ,were clled ,he eleu.. (Ma„. ..8 : ,„. Ma,, ,„ ,

''.V

Mnl.:""^"' "''""'''-'-' - '-=;'
Matthias, It IS written • "Mm IVi . . i

eleven - « • / V .

' ^^taiuhno up » ill, theie\en, etc. (Acts ^ •
i i\ i,\ : i ,i .,

•., „ - • '4'- r-Milenllv there were L-lev>-

mem. But more posi* velv still P..,.i i
•

* '^'-^ ^""' 1 aiil, speakinjr ot th

,1' '•" I.-.-.-,)- Vs this „a» l„Mi; Ivloiv raiirconvers,.,,,. ,l,e .wclrth c ,|v ha>. „.:„ Ma a"
I I.US „ appoars ,hal ,ho wliol. numlvr ol ap.w.los „a..h,r.«.„. ho uv.lvc ,vpre»..,„ K,-ad. 1, i, IslaelV „„h r ev.,,„.h„o. The, wo,v apoMic, o, ,ho NK.siah

• .1 -.V ll„ „.,„u.,se» ,„ ls,a.l, h„, ,.a,„„. ap
ot the tisen anj .i,-!onlied Christ.

He was not only an . ...a apostle, hut was also the
chief of the apostles, hecanse he was connmssioned ,o
receive and make known the hif,Hiest truth .ver revealed
to man. Since he is the apostle of the Church, all the
distinctive Church epistles were wnlf.-., bv him These
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art'the epistks to the sewn cluirohes, fmm Ui>inaiis to tl

Tlio-saloiiians.

Siuh beiiif,'- the iiatiiro ot the aposflcsliip to whi ii Paul

was iMlk'd, it was fittinj^ that his imivof sioii shmilJ he b\

a revclalioi) of the risen ami j,'Kiiiliecl (.hiisl, aiiJ not, hke
tlie others, bv association with Mini in II

It was littinj; also thai lu' slunild receive I

IS eartliU I ill

Ms . vitnniissii>n,

not throujjj-h the other apostles, nor even like llum, from

Jesus in the iu\h, but from Christ in heaven, whom he
was to repiw-.^nl. This h e slunvs ui tl le epistie to the

(Jalatians, \\»<. the ease. It does not appear that Paul in

his w ritinj,^s ever speaks of the earthly life ot" Jesus.ill

in yliM \ , from whomIf^ has i>nly to do with the Christ

he is sent. As Christianity is the reiij^non of the -sen and
ascended Christ, and not of Jesus, as livinj,' on tl. earth.

Paul is therefore pre-eminently iho apostle of Christianity.

If any one of the apostles should stand as the head oi' the

Chureh oi\ earth, it is not Peter, but Paul.

It never ceased to be a si>urce oi' wondi i to Paul that

he sliould be ch t>sen li>i such a minis! r\ W icn he c.tl

to mind wlial he was, he i, humbled to the dusl. Instead
of weariii},'- hij4li--;oiu\dins4 titles k, set forth ll

of hi

le greatness
IS rank and calhiii^-, iic sa\ s : / '//A* ///<, n-//,; ,1/1/ Aw //ntn

llw ht'ltsf 0/ .'II the s,i'n/s, ..'lis this i>rii(f aii rii. Not to \ht.

)e i'lcatesi of the saints, notchief of Ihe apostles, nor lo tl

ever) to llieir eiiual, n.iy, nor even to liie leasl, but " unto
me, w ho am hss than the Ica^t of .all the saints. It w :>S

to h

see,

mi an overw helminth humiliation thai Saul the Phari-

Ihe persecutor, the enemy of Christ and the Church,

t ofshould be chosen, and that too, while in the v

persecution, to be its chief apostle. Hut sucl

er

,

ac

is rrace.

VV e n lay any of us wonder that we have any part at ai' ii
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the fe^^ nvsh.p of the blessed hope and service. Hut Ul
^'aul uh.Ie we ma^ni.fy His j^ race which chooses "

tlbase th.n^.s oHhe world." let us joyfully accept our callin,and never ,et our former state hinder the Lies, pi i.^pat.on u, our pnv,ie<,es. or the faithfulness of our service

:,. Thk Final Plkpose (vs. io-i^).

set forth
. To AV .«/.,,/ //,,,/ ,„,, „„^^, ,,^^ princiMitie

through the Church, the manifohi ,visdom of God "
Pannever stops short of the final outcome in his discussion othe work o God. He sees, not sin,ply its bearing on ond.t.ons .n th.s life and the visible world, but also Its re .

t.on to the ao^es that are yet ,o con.e. and to the hosts finvisible ben,j,s who inhabit the heavenlv places

eel t .K'-^""'''r''""''
'"^ P^^^'^''-^" ^'' ^he ranks ofcelot.al beuijrs who nihabit the invisible world. Thev are.nt-tly occupied with what C.od is doin,. on earth. ',t i!no s,r„p,v 0,e completeness of the work as i, will appear

"1 the commjr aj^es that interests them, but " now," i, thepresent stage of development, they are watching, its pro^res. When they consider their own ,l.noL sta e n«h.ch they ..always behold Mis face" and deh^ht t !dH.s pleasure.' they must wonder what (iod can n,akeof suj, ,,,,^^^^^ ^^^ ^^.^^ j^^_^ ^^^^ learning, as thework progresses. They see iim taking some from horn

vice and d
^"

,

""""""' '""' ^^^'"^' '-"' ^'^ '^-'"'^ ^>'-
vice and depredation, and some from the wilds\,f XOicaand India, and be^innin,. with each one at thesame
place, renewing: them by the Spirit throu.Hi the Wordand gradually developing, the new creation for a place f
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hoimr and f>loiy far ab
And so God is instructins

by me.-ns of each individual

.>.">

ove their own in His kinird
bv m

j^'tloin.

eans of the Church, and

in the lieavenly places

dom of God." if thev si

of creation, what will be the miH

in it, these tflorious be
concernnij,' " the manifold wis-

louted for joy over th e conipletion

will fill the heavens when they shall behold tl

K'lity roar of praise that

('Oil fully developed in tl

lie mystery of

the bodv of Ch
le completion of the Church

It is to this intent

nst, and sharing-- with Him H
as

is th

we are told, that H
tone

known throug-h Paul the mystery
an^'els do not know all th

>.* IS now making-
ot the Church. The

are beg-innmg- to learn something- of God

inj,'s yet, but through us tl

according to the pu

liey

'>< eternal counsel.

Jesus our Lord.

purpose which He proposed in CIuist

Th e section closes with
heart at his tribulat

made the means o! instructiu"- tl

an appeal to them not to lose
ions for them. •ymcti we are

•we I as bem
need not be d

g- prepared for the glorv tl

ig' the anga>ls of heave n, as

pass throug'h some tr

scouraged or cast down if

thing can ever happen to one of tl

ying places, for we know tl

lat awaits us, we
we are called to

lat not a

part of the divi

through him. |>aul

lie work for h

le saints thai is not
i'li, oi for so

a

reminds them that

me i>thers

for their sake. He did not I

all iie suffered w IS

not.
ose heart, and thev should

With this th e parenthesis c\o ses.
(iod that the apostle was led into tl

Shall we not praise

It we are let into another of th
counsel of God ?

is dig-ression. since by
e secrets of the wonderful
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Section VI.

The Apostle's Second PraLyer for the Saints.

ChoLp. 3:14-21.

Ill this section the apostle resumes the thought whi
was upon his heart in the first verse of the chapter, /
this cause I bow my knees iitito the Father. The exalt,
calling of tJie saints not only calls for praise, but sends hi
to his knees in earnest prayer for them. To that pray
we now give our attention. And notice here, as throng
out the epistle, the absence of anythino that is simp
local. It applies, not only to the Churches of Asia in tl

first century, but to Christians of the twentieth centur
even to every believer who reads these words. Also r
member that this is not only the prayer of Paul ; it is tl

prayer of the Holy Spirit who inspired it,— it is tl

divine intercession for the Church.

I. SlKKNCUHENKD .AND JNUWKI.T (vs. lO-lj).

The first petition is : That He 7vould grant von accon
ingto the riches of His glory, that ye may be strengthen
with power through His Spirit in the ifmard man. Tl
members of the body receive strenj^^th by union with tl:

head. The hand is a useful member, but o{ itself it h;i

no power to move. It is only as power comes into
from the life centre that it begins to act and to do th
will ot the head. So the first petition is that the seven
members of the body of Christ may be energized wit
spiritual power to fulfill the mission for which they wer
called.
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But the definite thin^^ for which strenj^th is asked is :

that Uinst may dt,cll h, your hearts bvfaith, Th.-it as the
C hmvh ,s •• builded toj^^ether for a habitation of God." so
each one nmy be a temple ..i God and indwelt by Christ
J he truth that the Church is the house of God, is only of
value and power to us. as it becomes an individual ex-pnence h ,s true that Christ is in everyone who is
-'•'1 ot God

:
'. If any man have not the Spirit of Christ

he .s none oi H.s." But it is one thinj. to have Christ in
us as a presence, and quite another to have Him abiding-
or at home there. We often pray that Christ may "come
'" and be our honored .truest. - Of course we own the
house, but desire His presence to bless it. But if we are
he house of God. then Clnist is Himself the proprietor.

1
e ^loes not come to be entertained in the parlor and ex-

cluded from the work-roon,s where the house is managed.
The prayer of the .Spirit is that Christ mav come into His
ovyn abode

;
that we may turn over the wi,ole building to

wn andhe His honored guests, or His servants to do
H.s b.ddmg. It is no small thing to surrender our body
and sou and life into the hands of Christ as we would
Jleed a house to one who has purchased and paid for it.
I>ut th.s ,s His right. •• Know ye not that your body is
the t.Muple of the Holy (ihos, . . . and ye are not yourown tor ye are bought with a price ? "

(, Cor. h : ,9-20)
It may not appear at rust why we need so much

strengthenu.g uith power to make it possible to let
Chnst thus dwell in ms. But your own experience wM!
explain U. V ou are willing and glad to receive Christ as
a guest, or even to live with you. and give vou counsel
and help, but when it comes to turning over the manage-
ment of everything lo Him, is there not just a l.ttle feel-
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i"iir of dread and fear lest He mav use it tW some pu
pose you had not consented to ? He mav disregard son
of your cherished plans ; He n,av call vou to selt-deni
and sufFennj,-. And so when the matter is presented .

^nsu^K up the key. or throwing open the door and a,
mittniK- Hm, as proprietor of His own temple, vou Hn
N^^nrselt without power to do it. Vou sav. •' Lord, h
Ihou my j^uest, let me have Thy presence and (ellowshir
I cannot do without these ; take possession of some of th
rooms, hut let me have the manaj,^ement of the others
Therefore the need of the prayer that we "mav h
strenj>thened with power throui^h His Spirit that Chris
may dwell in your hearts."

And this is .a^^Mtt. " That I le would orani vou, accord
•"«: to the riches of His .^lory," to he thus strengthened
Like salvation, it is free, but .also, like salvation^ it is tc
be received - throu.i^h faith." Fahh appropriates th.
Npirit w,th Hrs power to welcome the Master to His own
temple.

This is a very defmite experience, and soniethini^ more
•
lan salvation. Those for whom the apostle praved were

already saved. They were redeemed, forgiven, adopted,
a.Hl rnade men^lvrs of His hody, and vet he praved that
C hnst m.ohi dueil in their hearts throui;h faith. In these
^iays there are not many such. ye. it is not presented as
sometlnn^- reserved for a tew, but as the nor.nal condition
of the whole C-hurch. The Spirit of Cod conlen,plates
Mofhu.i,^ less lor each one. thouj^h. alas ! how far short of
.1 IS the experience of the Church. The words of Adolphe
Monod on this passaj^e are in place here: " Alas tor us if
this an^ua^e. inlinilely below the reality which is in (lod.
should be mfinitely above the realitv which is in us

.^'.iL.



THK HKAVKM.V CXM.r.NC. AVI > u.xr.K

To pass from Scripture I

from heaven to earth not to sa
May llie Lord teaci

5«)

o our experience seems like a fall

y, sometimes, to hell.

into harmony with IF

1 us how to hrin^^ our expe rience
IS promises.

2. COMPREHE.N'DIXG THE Lo

Tl

VE OK Christ (vs. 17-19).

ie second petition is verv
i^ rooted and frrotinded iu lo

comprehensive. B,I'lnsr
i'i\ jr may he able to comprehend

uut/, all the saints what is the breadth and length and height
and depth, and to know the love of Christ which passeth
knowledge. As the tree ^ets its life and strength and
fru.tfulness bv sending its roots deep into the earth, so
the apostle prays that we may be rooted in God's love to
us. This is necessary to all that follow.. Unless we are
resting on the love of God, and drawing onr life and
nourishment daily from Him. we shall never be able to
comprehend anything of the greatness ot that love.

•' Comprehend with all the saints." It requires all the
saints to comprehend the love ^^i God. No one alone canknow It. He can only know so much of it as applies to
li.s own conditions and needs. Some one has discovered
that no two persons ever see the same rainbow. The
.a-nbow IS formed by the sun's rays tailing on the drops of
water and being separated" into their component colors, and
so passing to the eye. And as tv persons cannot stand
HI exactly the same place, therefo. the rainbow that each
one sees is formed by different rays, falling on different
drops and so each one has his own rainbow, formed for
hini alone.

The love ^^ God is like the light .^{ the sun. It falls
on the separate rairrdrops oi our personal condition, and
needs-our trials and our sorrows, and these give it the
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form that suits our peculiar needs. We know tl.e lov,
God only as it is expressed to us. it perfectly meets
case. But there are as many other cases as there are sair
No two are exactly in the same position, or have the s;i

needs. But the love of (lod is perfectly adapted to e,

one. Therefore it takes all the saints to comprehend
love of God.

But even all the saints cannot take it all in, for
•' passeth knowledge. *• The love of God is not exh'ausi
even by all who have ever lived or ever shall live. Wl
all the rainbows have been formed for all the people w
see them, there is yet an unmeasured flood of light w
unnumbered rays going out from the sun, through u
versal space. So the love of Clod is infmite. and throu;
the endless ages of eternity, we shall be continuallly d
covering new manifestations of its exhaust less stores'.

'* It passeth knowledge, that dear love of Thine.
My Jesus, Savior

; yet this soul of mine
Would of that love, in all its breadth and length
lis height and depth and everlasting strength.

Know more and more."

3. Filled Unto the Filness of Oirist (v. 19).

The next petition grows out of this. 77/,// ir may I

filled with all the fulness of God. This includes, not onl
the love of God, but all that makes up the completeness
(the "pleroma," the same word used in chap, i .-2^) t

Himself. It puts at the saints' disposal all the injinit
attributes that make up the fulness of what God is -Hi
wisdom, truth, righteousnese, wealth and power.

But how can we take in or contain such infinite re
sources ? We cannot

; only the Infinite can do this. Bu
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we can be filled with it. nd this is the prayer. You can-
not receive into your house or make use o( all the water
that fills the reservoir of the water-works, or that is in the
lake from which it is supplied, but vou have it ail to draw
from for every need. Vou have only to turn it on till your
vessel IS full. So we have back of us all the infinite re-
sources that make up the fulness, or completeness of God
and we have only to turn it on, by prayer and faith, to
meet everv possible require.nent of our bodv. soul and
spirit, that may arise in life or death or eternity. The
prayer is that we, knowing- the love of God, and'our in-
finite resources in Him, may so appropriate by faith from
the fulness of God, that there shall not be a want in any
part of our beintr. th..t shall not be fully and constantly
supplied. ^

4. God's Ability to do all (vs. 20-21).

This wonderful prayer closes with a doxologv, in which
he gives praise to God that He is able to do all, and more
than all these things. Such tremendous things have been
revealed thus far, that the mind is almost dazed as it tries
to even think of them. Therefore he reminds us that it
does not depend upon our power to ask or even to appre
liend them. Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding
abundantly, above all that we ask or think, accordimr to the
power that worketh in us. How this enters into every
possible need. It assures us that no exigency of our
present hfe can possibly arise, that He is not fully able
and ready to meet. Do you sometimes think vou are
asking of Him too much ? Does the enemy suggest
that you must not expect the great God to be concerned
with your petty troubles? To answer this, we have his
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Strong: lan«:ua«:e concornin^^ what He is abk toHe doos not say simply that He is able to jjive all we ;,

m>r even more than we ask. but "abundantly morThe word n,eans "more than enough." If the' meas
-sfull .t .s called enoujfh ; but here it overflovvs,-ii
more than full. But he does not stop with that, but sa- exceednij,^ abundantly;- even the overflow of
measure .s copious -excessive. Not only so. but
even enlarges the cup which we brin^., and says that 1overflow .s

•; above all that we ask," and to include .adds-" or th.nk." Thus does the infinite God underta
to do tor all the saints.

It is one of the qualities of the Almighty, that Heable to come down to the minute things of ou- lives Iwho formed the worlds also n.ade the invisible iusect ai^ave attention to the details of its organism, and c-ar
for the mamtamanc. of its life. And He is able to ent
into the little atT.irs of the life of the humblest sainAnd so we have an Almighty Father who is able to supeaboimd towards all our needs now and forev-

The first part of the epistle closes here with the do-ology m whK:h we heartily join. Unfo Hint he ^lorv in //Uuarh. and tn Christ Jesus unio all generations foreveam/ ever, A men.
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Part II.-The Heavenly Walk.

Section I.

Maintenance of Unity The Bond of Peace.

Chap. 4:1-6.

JN thesecond part of the epistle upon which we now enter
our attention is directed to the life here on the earth!

wh.ch should follow such a calling. Since it has to do
"

n r^rf '^
'^'^ ^"'''^' '* ""^y ^^^"^ *hat it should be

called ' I he Earthly Walk. - But when we examine the
pnnc.ples which characterize the Christian's life on earth
as set forth in what follows, we shall discover that the
vv-alk no less than the calling, is heavenly. The partaker
of the heavenly calling walks on earth as a heavenly beingHe Ks not of the world even as Christ is not of the world!
and th.s should give color and tone to all that he does.

The first three chapters are called doctrinal, and the
last three practical, but it is difficult to draw the line
ng.dly, for doctrine and practice are so blended that thev
cannot be separated. There is no doctrine that does not
have a vital connection with the life of him who holds it

•

and there is no practice, that does not find its base andsprmg m some doctrine which is first accepted. This will
appear m the chapters which we are now to study.

I. The Chrlstian's Rule ok Life (v. i).

The apostle again reminds them of the condition under
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Which he wri.es : / //;,,,,;,,, //,,, .^.^,„^.^

""searchable, nches of C'h.is,. he calls himsolt Ihe I o

he r.orj s. and .s ever seeking, how his circimvstances
I erm.thnn.o do service. If not permitted ,0 preach

stuma^^^^ '-^-—""torn,pernm h s cucumstances to cause hin, ,0 .Hve up his s

he can ,!

'''""'' ^'^^ '^ '"' '^' " ^^"•^' '"^^'' '^'' ''"" ^o wi

been 1'

,

? ""T
^''^^""'"'^ ^^' ^'"^•'^ '^'"'Jren h:been instructed and .nspired by the writings of Paul whwere penned in prison cells.

'

is tflr b!" ^''""T'l^"'''
''^ '"-V' ^'--- the principle whi's the bas.s and rule of all true Christian livin^r ' / Ih'u,

zj'^v't r""'^'
'^^- ^'- '•''^^'- ^-^'-.>.t:

vrJ. u
"'""'' ""''"' '"'' '" «'^^- unnecessary

Y'te upon the Christian's walk. If.be nature oftKMonous calling, so fully set forth in the hrst pa t i ccnprehended and realised, that of itself would detern;^atthe,..,.„...,,,,.
,f one were a crown p.t::

Jieir to a throne, that would determine his conduct v
erne who occupies the high place which we have in Chri;a H, who looks torward to the blessed hope that is in sto.'or hnn, has somethmg which should determine thCharacter of his lite. He should decide ever ct

•lere we have the Christian's rul. of life. Ne is no^.derlaw as a child or servant
; he needs no con.na d.w.th penalt^s tor d.sobedience. he is far above all thatHe .s free, bemg sealed with the Holy Spirit of promis.

4:i ,

1 '
'.i
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«s

and •• filled with all tlu- .ulnoss of (Jod •

; his calling becomos the cause and inspiralioii of his walk.
Let it be observ ed also that the walk follows the callinL'

Ms„.ntilM,e,Kulse. ,or.hinal.itscon,pletenerwht^
Ik- behever .s by virtue o. his acceptance of the call, and
.ad shown the absolute security of his position and hope.
«l.a. anytlnn^^ ,s s,;ul to hin, abou, the walk. (Jod has noword to the .n.saved about their way vl living. .All men
arc by nature the children of wrath and under conden.na-
t'on. and no walk will ever ,nake any difVerenc. as to the
issue. Hiot, o.-.. I... . i. ,•

"'*^

ansj-them about a ch

must first be able t

us, with an holv callin

.7 are lost, and before anvth
c- ot life they must be

o say. " Who hath saved

mg can be said to

hey

J^, not according; to

saved. I

us .ind called

accordinjr to His own purpose and
*'nr works, but

us in Christ Jesus, before the world b

X^iace which was ^\\ en

The

walk of the bel

preacher must present both tl

cj,-an " (2 Tim. ;S).

le call I

ord

th

ler. If hle s

lever, but let him pre

ng and the

peaks of <irnci.- that saves th

serve the div

e exalted position to which the bel

ine

e sinner, or

tan

should be witi

exhorts the Christ

it should be that I

of the callinjr wherewith h

'ever is called, it

' •' ^'^-^^ <o producinji a sanctified life. If he
to a ^roiljy life and faithful

le may honor (Jiul h
service.

n walkin- •• worthilv
e IS called

Oi'K Rki.atiov to Onh a
We have next the application of ihi

NOrilKK (vs. 2, 1;),

to some particulars. And, first, tl

;eiieial principK

towards each oti

^i^'/h Uw<rsutli;h,ii, forhi-,

ler. Wif/i „ii /^,.^^,/-

>e attitude of bc-liex ers

//<'.v.v (iiui nii'i'kncss.
ifiNi> ,»!( another in /,

i.ii^'iHT h> ktrp f/w unityoj the Spirit

ore, sri'jrif,,,

The effect of a realizatio

/// the bond of peact
'" of the heaveulv call uijr is to
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make .,„.. ver,. humble. I, ,,,|,„, „^ „„ .

rr ".';"'''"':'> •>- "•'-». »» • d..L,» a'lt.
^.. winch ,„ ,h„ ,K.,1, „,,,ko» .„u. ,|ill.r ho,,, ,„„ ,N>..loub, ,„ ,„.. Churches of A ,,.,,„.,, „f ,,;

'

(.",.., .hero would be d.,u,.er of eourtie,. - '

J ,

re pcue I, UHl .he (ieuliles „,iKh, jealously feel ,h.

J.verse ele„,e„ls„„o haruu.uious uui,,. A„J ,„ ,.,^|he fae, ,ha, ,he c:hurel, ,„um uecessa.ilv Iv „„
'

„d
Iuse o ,.,-ea.,y diverse eharac.ers aud J,.„d b,

'J-

P-Ke Bui wheu ,he, realise ,ha, ea, h o,.e is callas los s„,„er, whe.he, lo.u.d i„ ,he l.on.e of .eli,

ad'.;; T'- "' '" "" ''•"""" "f •'^.adalion aud si

0,r s
.
solely on the principle of ^racc, .hey are ^a,

and t-Ull.M,-,ve place ,o others, and, what is the hardeposstble .1,,,.,, ,or the flesh, they are willi,,,- to be no^ ,m .he esteem „, others, that Christ alone „,ay be »,.|ori,iHow tnuch trouble and discord, and ,msee,„K stri

7' ""':-'';^ •'^- ""•"'»'-'' '< '"!» were ,„e n.ind
all the saiiUs.

Hut so lo„K as imperfection remains in tl,.- people o.od there >nll be constant need to cultivate 10,-',^"
K' and torbearance of one another in love. Man ,.hose „„o whose fellowship we are called, aud with howe serve, vv.ll try our patience. H„, let us re.nemiua. no doubt we too try the patience of others, and "e^he,r lo„,...suHeri,„.. The fo,beari,« will ever ,eed to bOl one another." 1. will he well to think often 1 „w

;J ;
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l-HKtlK. /.orj has had ,o sud..- o... p.. v.. s.ncss ,.ul ,ail
|..vs; and yet. M, spheofall. .1. has „Kulc us pan Ws o,
11-^c.dhn^. and ...h^riHus of thc.W^^

'''>;-"";;t"-tbesi,„phapassivva.lil.uU.:
i, .anno.

^''7' "•h.C-hnrd.u naU. .hisi,sdiIi,..M.,..;
-1 --s.an.ly put ,or,h it. .Ho-ts ,o „,ain.ah. the hond
> peace, how n,any disastrous c,nar.vls that dishonor
I.MS, nnf,h he avoided, and the testimony ot the Church^^P-e,v.d. Only such an attitude towards on.- fdiou-

l'::"VVr'''^^^'^^'^'-'-''-»^- that .'wherewith

Ml'.

Ti

Miv i)|. Till; (III Rii, (vs. ^.f,).

le iipostle next reminds them
hhj^^Mit efVort. to

Church iv

preserxe the unitv o'' ;!,

•
1'^

• reason for tl

fiuidi

one. To enforce th

tmenlal element- wiiich
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ead,c.,ap,e.,,:.,;,:.„;,^.,.
Shall we s.v .hat tbody n.cludes all , he various ovan^.li.aU,enomina,ion

No. ,( HKhKles none of thein. There is no visible or-^,
nation that ean he called .he Church of Christ, (or .hero"one tha. iududes all .he members of the body, and .he.sbnt one body; nor is ,hore any whose men,bers
possess the marks which everywhere and always chan,
ten.e the true Chnrch. Hn, in u homsoever .hese mari
a.e found there is a men.her of .he Church of Chri.Ihe body here spoken of has no.hin» wha.ever .o do wioutward organisations, al.houoh i, is somethinj^ verv reand dehn.te. Its boundary line runs between .he peop
of the world and the people of (Jod. bu. alas, it nn
tlirou^^h .he mids. of all hun,an or.ani..aions. sects an
denomn.ations.

1. is invisible, excep, as de.ec.ed bv tl,marks described in ihese verses. The Church is' aextensue with .he body of Chris., whose Head is i

Heaven, where also are many of .he n,en,bers. while son,
are on the ear.h. We are no, .old .o keep .he nni.y o
t >e body. I here ,,v one body. I. eanno, be divided. T,
U.v.de a body would n.ean (he sure death of .he severer
part. I he hie of every n.e.nber is dependent on i.s con
neC.o,, ,,i,„ ,he head. This is as .rue of ,he bodv oChns.aso. Ihe physical body. (iod will see .o i. .'ha,
the unny ot .he body ,s kcp. in...c.. Mu. we are ,o -..ive
el.l.K^ence .o keep ,he uni.y of , he .Spiri.." a.ul ,lM..nH>
no. m a por.ion, bul Ihn.ut^houl (he whole body

-'. There is one .Spirit. As, here is bu. one lit., u |,i. I.

pern.ea.es every member o( ,he phvsical or:,an,sn,, so
throu^M.on. .he body of Chris., .here is one Spin, mkI
that Spirit is i.s hie. IJu. ,he Spiri. manifes.s Ili.nsJi,' i„
a ^^reat variety of ways. .As the life in the phvsical nattue

«i

W»
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know that when H»
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throuK'h the line of succession, administered by dtHuthonzed hands, and connects the recipient with tapostohc Church. Others will say that the one hapti.
- that uh.ch ,s administered in the one and only tr
form, according .o the meanin^^ of the word, and tlpracfce ot ti,e apostles. Both alike are wrongs andare all others who refer it .o the outward administratis
oi the ordnmnce. If you have seen nothing in baptis
but an outward ordinance, however ri^htlv and scriptu
ally admm.stered. you have not discovered the ver
essence ot baptism itself.

What is baptism ? It is a chan^-e of condition. It ia passaj^e Iron, tl« stat. oi death in the old nature to tha
- l.te n, Christ

;
the end o( the old. and the be^nuunj, che new; the entrance into membership in the body eChnst. and to participation and fellowship with all th-sauus m all that makes up the one body, with ,ts seven

fo\a bond of peace. Wherever, and bv whomsoever, an,
1" whatever lorm it is administered, it is claimed by all t.
s.and tor this. It is true that there is a ri,ht and a'wron,
method of applynij,^ the outward syn.bol, but whatever tlumethod used, if there .,as not taken place that tor which
•t stands, there is no baptisn,. And on the other hand
althouj^.l, the ordinance may be so perverted as to lose its
symbohsn,, yet if the soul has passed out of death into lifeand so ,nto the one body of Christ, there has been (he one'
only true baptism "for by one Spin, were we all baptised
'"'o -'H' Hody (, Cor.

. . : , ,,. The one baptism, there-
ore, has MO reference here to the outward act. but to //,.
M/^^o ./.. ,./,„/> M. on/o..»rc sf.uu/s. The sxmbol shouldshow forth the thin^ swnbolixed, bn, the svmbol is no, the
baptism.

m



THE HKAVKNI.Y C.XLUSC, AND WALK
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cares for His childre.,. With all the multidude of ^<amon^^ the heathen the idea ot a IJod who loves His cl
dren .s a th.Pg unheard of. They know no god but th,
of hatred and ven«:eance. But the Christian, wherever
IS found, is one who has one God. and He is - over all a
throujfh all, and in all."

These are the seven things which characterise the t,Church and every member of it, and which bind all ,

J^ether ni one indivisible unity, and constitute the fello
sinp ot the saints. He does not say that there ought
be these thn,gs

; these are things that are. It is for tlreason that the apostle urges them to -give diligencekeep the un.ly of the Spirit in the bond of peace." And tl
•s not simply for the local Church, but to extend as farthe one body extends. This is the tuutv that Chri
prayed or. and this will accomplish the purpose, -ththe world may know that thou has sent me." No eccl
siast.cal unity or unifbrnuty would ever make the worlknow that.

'S^:. ..^
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Section II,

Spirituo.1 Gifts-and their Purpose.

Chap. 4:7-16.

TTAMNC. shown the essential unity of the Church,A X the apostle next speaks of its diversity, as
manifested in the working- of its various members.' But
unto earn one of us n.ss the ,^race ^r.en, according to the
>neasure of the _,rift of Christ. The one life in ihe bodv
'"an.tests Uself in as many different «avs as there are
d.vers.t.es oi personah'ty in its various members. To each
.s a separate ^^race. or office g^iven. with whatever measure
of power it has pleased the Giver to bestow, the same as
." the physical body. In this section, therefore, we have
set before us sornc of the^ special ^ifts

; whence thev
^omc, aud til* purpose they serve. We shall find heresome valuable mstrucMon concerninj,^ the pr^tical work ..i
the Church.

1. Thk Soikck i»F THi- Gjfts (vs. S-ro).

The g-ifts here refer, -d to are the Christian ministrv.
Il'ey are desi^n.ated :.s .postles, prophets, evan^^elist's
pastors and teachers. Th-se are from the ascended Lordj
and are ^.ven to the Chur.h. Ft is interesting ,o notice
h.nv tho apostle makes use of an Old Testament passag-e
to set forth this truth. He quotes from Psalm 68 -,8
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.' .he l'.,l„., and see i„ wha, conneci „. pj.„^,there used. ^

It is said to have been .ntten a.ul sun^ on the occaon of the brn,i,.„,. ot ,he ark Iron, the house of Ohe
hclo.n ,0 the place aVpointed (or i, on ^rount Zion (/sa.
9). It represents a conqueror returning,. Iron, battle, a.
ascendu,^: the throne, briu^in^^ with hin, the spoils ot u-

.

wh.ch he distributes as ,ntts to the people. The landau.;t'--.s:
" Thou hast ascended on hi,.h. thou hatt :uipfvuy captive

; thou hast received ^nfts for men." \\are to d b, those uho boas, of superior scholarship, an
u> Ue„, H.at there could be an, p.vdictive prophecv i

.-Vr.ptures.tha. .hel'sahnis.hul here no reference ."'e Lord. I hey say the con.,ucror is ,„orelv some humaiwarnor. and that the words "on hi^^h •• mean .Moun/.on. and '•ascended" means climbed the hill, and noth
;...--re But Paul, bv tlK^ Moly SpiHt. says ,IK> Vioto.the l-ordjesus Christ, and -on lu^h - n.eans heavenand he ascens.on .s the reltun of Christ from the place o
clcvUh to teth.one of Ciod. Hear the inspired iL-rpre-

that He also .icsccnic^ifu... i,,,, Uu- io...r ^r,s ., fH. earth,
I.' that ctrsrcutnt >s t,„ .n.u- a/so that a.rr.utnt far at.ovr
lit/ heaves, t/,a/ He nn^h/ fi/i „// thu,^.

''"« >lK- -it,cs tell ns ,1..., i, is nnposs.ble ,ha, the
vvnter o, the Psalm ,„u

,, have nndersUMd thinj^s so far in
'''^' *"^^"''^-

'» - '-' '• M-t,onvvha. Uvuriter under-
stood. We are ,.ld in Pe.er .Iku ,he prophets spoke as
the> were moved bv the Ifoi uh.s,, a„d uttered ^hin^s
»-nich they themselves did not understand, and rh.T thev
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afterwards searched diligently "what the Spirit of Christ
ivh.ch was in them did signify when it testified beforehand
Ihc suHenn^:-, -i Christ and the ^lory that should follow"
(•IVt. I

: .0. M). What we have to do with, is what
the Holy Spirit, who inspired the I'salm, understood by
H.s own words. And of this we arc definitely informed
In the same Spirit throuK'h Paul, who saNs thjy refer to
the ascent of Christ from hades to the ri^ht hand of the
Majesty m heayen. and that the ^ifts which He from
thence «:aye to man. were the ministry. Shall we belieye
the critics or the Holy Ghost -'

The f.g-ure taken from the INalm beautituUy illustrates
our Lord s manner of jrjving these gifts. r.V> warrior
f.rst took the spoils from the enemy. |„ the Psalm it is •

Ho rece.yed gifts for men." This the apostle freely
renders '• gave git^s unto men.- showing the purpose to'rwh.cH ,Kn uere taken. ^.K, ..s .he couhuco. liberates
those whower. held in bondage. He also " led captivity

^Z r. ' T'^ "'" " ^''"'^''^'' '^'•'^^^"-•''
^^' -" andSa an I h,se He first set tree, and then gave them tothe t hurch as His jijifts.

I- >l.or.. „ol muMher applk-ali,.,, of (he fi^r„re olliK-r-
al".K .arfvos. l'„„| ChriM di.d „„j ,,„, ,

.„

^n,„. ac .Icath Je.sce.uled in,o shcol o,- h.,U... .hKh i

-.r
..

1
I

, her C hns, wen, o„ ,he .la, .„ Hi> . ruelNxio,,- ... >v..hM,n, ,,,epe,,,u.n,,hie,,,o„h „e safd

'

Ih.s dav shah ,hou he vvi.h „,e i„ paradise." whfeh vv.s
h... par. w ,he place ,.. ,„e dead where ,he sain s „ .

«. . K l,.r ,he eo,„ple,„.„ of ,he work of reden,p,io„

'he great gull ,rom ,l,e rich n,an, who was .her. iu
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.orm.,„. B,„ «.„e„ cUn.t e„,erecd fro,,, l,„de» H. ,c

a ..,•.» b«.„ ropro,en,cd ». in l„a>cn. TIn.h.r (.,,,,1 w

par s of ,he ear.l,." and a.c.,,, •• „„ hi,-,,' ,Lt 'Ztivity captive?"
crtumj, ca

We are taught here, also th^^f tu • .

dm. ,,,«„u,io„. „ « „„, , „He,ne adop, d 'bv .1,Chu .-h for ,he propn,.a,ion of it, work. All the ordersm.n., . ,ro.„po,„esa,.d prophet, to eva„ge,i:ttp,tor,
., d loa..,,.,,. arc gift, fron, the a,c..„ded Lord. ThChurch ha, „o po.v., or authorit, ,0 „,..,l<e „ „,i„i„er b,,

, bound to reeve ,„.„,„,„„ ,,, ^,i„„ ,^. ^.^.^^''^

h. has a co„sc,ou,„«, ,l,a, I,, has been appointed ,0 i,a. d i,,v.n a, such ,0 the Chur.h. Whih i, i, , J h M2;;>"a .„ ni,ter, are led of f.od to serve „i„, i
."^

,P ak T, 'rT L""
"' "•" "' '"'"^"^ ""- "'"here

no the ill
'" '"" '"'"'^ '" ''"^ "hole body,no, the local organization, and the gift, are to the Church

; 1 l^elon^ to „ as a whole. What a blessing- to there u, a I ages have tl.e.se gift, been. Who can tin ..le the >a:ue to ,t of .such men a, Paul, and Lu.her a, IK.,ox. and We,le.v. and Whitheld. and Spu.geon adMoody a,ui a host of others, whose n:,„u.s s'.iut , rth sMars all thr.,ugh the centuries of the thurch's his,1Uha, could ,h. Church do withou, i,s (iod-1 en

The various cla.sses of ,he mi„i„ry are here named
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ei'UHgelisfs, and some pastors ami tvac/nrK. l\w offices
oi apostle and prophet were temp.>rar>. Thoy had i
mission to perform in connection will, the cstabli^hn.cn't
of the Chr.rch. Ihey were n,eu uho .s,>oke bv divine
authonty, as the immediate representatives of the ri>en
Christ. It was required of an apostle that he should have
seen the Lord after His resurrection. Thev .eceived their
n.struct.ons in the truth from Hint in person, and were
inspired by the Holy Spirit to j^rive it forth with absolute
correctness. When the whole K,dy of (M.ristian leaching
vva. complete the oi^liic, ceased, and the only authonty for
^loctnne m the Church now is the written word ..( God-
the .nsp.red Scriptures oi the Old and New Testaments,
rhe apostles have no successors

; there are none who
lave ever seen the risen Lord, and there are no.te who
have any authority to ^Ivv out any doctrine or teachi...
not found in the Scriptures. These are declared to be
given by inspiration of God. and are profitable

that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto every good work" (. Tim. 3 : .6-17). Therefore,
all those who come to us claiming to have further revela-
lions are to be rejected as false prophets.

The evangelists are missionaries. They are the
P'oneers who preach the gospel where it has not been
heard. We have been applying the term to preachers
vvho labor among the Churches, in the work of harvesting
the fruit of other's labor. These are properlv pastors-
assistants. The real evangelist is not primar'ilv a h^r-
vester. but a sower of the seed. He gocMS into new fieid.,.and g,ves the gospel to those who have never heard it
Ihe word evangelist means. " a bearer of good tidings,"
And such he is. It is difficult to do this in so-called
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Christian lands, where the tidinjjs have already been
given and are well known. The evangelist may remain
long enough to reap some of the fruit of his own sowing,
but his primary work is to give, for the first time, the
gospel to the people.

The pastors and teachers are the same office. Their
work is to have the care of the flock, harvesting the w.jrk
of other's sowing, and teaching them in the things of God
and the new life. .

These several offices are named in their natural order.
First come the apostles and prophets, giving to the
Church the complete body ot New Testament truth. Then
follow the evangelists or missionaries, who carry the truth
to the world, and make the glad tidings known to every
creature. After these come the pastors and teachers to
gather in and teach the saved in all the things of tlod, as
contained in His Word. These ministries often overlap
each other

; thus, the apostles did also evangelistic work,
especially as they visited new fields. And so the evan-
gelists often do pastoral and teaching work. But no
evangelist, or pastor, or teacher is ever permitted to ob-
trude himself into the place or work of apostle or prophet.
They are not inspired, and are not sent to make known
any new truths not found in the Word of (Jod. The
evangelist is to preach only the good tidings which are
given by holy men, who " spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost." Pastors and teachers are to receive all

their truths from the Scriptures, which are their only
authority for what they teach. Therefore, we reject all

those who come with pretended revelation of things not
found in the complete Word of GoU.

''M
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ThK PlKPOSE OF THE GiFTS (ver. 12).

8l

What is the object in view in these jfifts to the
Church ? This is definitely answered in the verse which
follows

:
" For the perfectin<r of the saints, unto the work

of the ministry, unto the building up of the body of Christ:'
The saints, as we have seen, are all those who believe,
and who constitute the entire Church. The ministry is
the divine appointment for brin^^inj,^ these to maturity.
They are to be j^athered out from the world, and, as new-
born babes, fed with the milk of the Word, and nurtured
into mature life, beinj,- instructed in all that pertains to the
spiritual life and walk.

But all this is with a view to a still further end. Manv
suppose that the ministry is given that the saints mav be
kept from liackslidinK-- and prepared for heaven. But liere
we are told that the perfecting- of the saints is - unto the
work of the ministry unto the building up of tht body of
Christ." The idea prevails that evangelists and pastors
and teachers are employed by the Churches to do the
work oi the ministry in saving the lost and bringing them
into ihe Church, and so building it up, while the members
look on and approve their work if it suits them, and if not
to criticise it. But here we learn that the ministry or
service includes all the saints, and the Church is to be
I lilt up by the activity o\- all Ihe members. It is utterly
impossible for the pastor to do the personal work of find-
ing out and bringing in the lost, and building up the
Church. The work for which these officers are given is

not this, but to prepare the members "for the work of
the ministry," which ministry is " unto the building up of
the body of Christ.
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The Church is a g^ieat building- in process of con-
struction. It will not be complete till the last stone is

laid, and the last piece is put in place. As each one is

broug-ht in he becomes a joint-worker with all the rest
(for the stones are "living stones") in bringing in and
putting in place the others ; and the official ministry is

given to train the saints, and perfect them for this service.
The g-reat Builder is. of course, the Holy Spirit, who " sets
the members, every one of them, in the body as it hath
pleased Him" (i Cor. 12:18). But He works through
the ministry of all the saints, and not through the officers
only. Such is the divine idea and purpose in the spiritual
gifts. We see here the error of Rome, which claims that
the Church consists pf the priesthood and the hierarchy,
and the \:\hy are the servants. The truth, is the laity is

Church to whom the ministry is given to serve it. Every
Christian man and woman has a divinely given part in the
work of the Church's up-building.

While upon the official ministry is laid the responsi-
bility of shepherding and tending the flock, this does not
take from any saint the right to watch over and instruct
others in the Word. A Christian layman once asked his
rector if he might read the Scriptures among his poor
neighbors. He was told that he certainly might. But
when he asked, if some cottager did not understand it,

might he explain it to her? he received the emphatic
answer, "No, certainly not, for that would be usurping
the work of the priesthood." This shows how sadly the
priesthood is by some confounded with official ministry.
Let not the gifts from the ascended Lord be perverted
from their divine purpose, which is for the development
and instruction, and "perfecting of the saints unto the
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work of the ministry unto the building, up of the body of

3- Thk Matcrim; of the Christian (vs. 13-14).
The end and limit in view in these spiritual g-ifts is ex-

pressed m the next verses : '. Till ,ve all attain unto the
untty of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God
unto atullgrotvn man, unto the fneasure of the statue of the
fullness of Christ. Such is the standard of maturity
toward which the united service is to work. As this is
the pattern for the body as a whole, so it must be the
pattern for each individual. The ideal is the fulness of
perfect manhood, even that of Jesus Christ. Not tillwe all reach this will the work of the ministrv be ful-
nllcd.

In contrast with this heplaces the opposite condition, in
which alas, many Christians are found. That we may
be no longer infants. Such is the word here used. Thedmne idea is not that the Church should be a nurserv
with a ministry to feed children always with milk, and
wheel them about in baby carriages. Yet there are manywho never get beyond this stage of Christian life. They
always need the care of more advanced Christians,
or else they fall away, and instead of becom-
ing matured for the work of the ministry, they con-
tinually occupy the time and energy of others to keep
them alive. Of . the apostle speaks in Heb. 5 • ,,
For when for tt.e time ye ought to be teachers, yehave need that one teach you again, which be the first

principles of the oricles of God. and are become such ashave need of milk, and not of strong meat." Alas, howmuch energy of working Christians is consumed over those

Ml]
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who themselves ouphf to be occupied in building up the
body of Christ.

And what happens to these perpetual "infants"?
Tossed to and fro and can-icd about ivith n<ery wind of
doctnne, by the slci^/it of men, and cunning raftiness
7vhcn'by they lie in wait to deceive." We are hvinjj in a
time when the air is violently stirred by winds of doctrine,
blowinj,' hither and thither, and always away from the
foundation truths. Each has some plausible or attractive
feature with which it seeks to win followers. And who
are they that are carried away by these ? They are not
he matured saints, but children, those who are unlearned

in the Word of God, and with spiritual natures unde-
veloped, on whom it is easy for false teachers to practice
their "sleights" and "cunning craftiness" with which
they " lie in wait to deceive." We hear oi young children
on the street being enticed away by candy and toys used
by kidnappers, who with these things succeed in carrying
them away. So are many Christians easily abducted by
Spiritualism, Christian Science, Dowieism, and Higher
Criticism. Scholarship, however, profound, is no safe-
guard against apostacy, w ihout spiritual enlightenment.
Intellectual learning alone will never make mature or stable
Christians.

But the Christian who has reached any degree of ma-
turity is proof against these. Vou caimot 'ead away a
tull grown man with candy and toys. He spurns those
who would insult his manhood with such things. So will

the matured Christian treat religious deceivers. He is

able to walk uprightly and straight forward against
every cross wind oi false teaciiing. The bane of
the Church in these days of "seducing spirits and

I iwir.
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doctrines of demons " is the spiritu.,1 infancy of those who
oii^lU to be teachers. Ai-ainst all these the i,Mfts ot the
ministry are provided for the training of spiritual children
mto full^rrown manhood " unto the measure of the stature
of the fullness oi Christ,

4. The Final Co.nsimmation
( vs. I 5-'6.)
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Such a thing as rivalry has no more place in the body ot

Christ than it has in your own body
The one essential thing in the Church is that each

member shall be joined to Christ. They may have differ-

ent views about many things, because none are perfect in

knowledge. But there must be no difference as to their

relation to the person of Christ. It is "into Him," and
into nothing else that the Church is to be joined together.
The Lordship of Jesus Christ is the rock on which He
builds His Church, against which the gates of hades shall
not prevail. With this as the center and life, a mul-
titude of differences may exist, while with one heart we
worship together. But the moment we touch the person
of Christ, or make our salvation, life, or hope rest on any
other foundation, we have cut loose from all.

Thus the Church is a building in process of construc-
tion, and for this thi ministry is given, and not until the
final consummation is reached will the mission of evan-
gelists, pastors, teachers and prepared saints be fulfilled. '



THE HEAVENLY CALLING AND WALK 87

Section III.

The New Life In Contraet with the Old.

Chap. 4; 17—5 1 21
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/ietnjir darkened /// ///</> understanding, alienated from
the life of Gi)d. This is the cause of their aimless lives.

It is here implied that they were once enlightened, and
were once in communion with the life of (lod. How could
they be said to be darkened, unless they had once been
"lij^ht"? And how could they be alienated unless they
had once been in fellowship;-' And this is true. Not that

the individual man be^'ins his life in the li};ht and fellow-

ship oi God and afterwards falls away. The apostle i^

speaking of the race as a whole. God created man up-
right and in perfect harmony with Himself. He was in

full possession of the light of the knowletlge of God, and
of the purpose oi his own being, ana was in perfect fellow-

ship with his Creator. But by disobedience he fell from
all this, and ever since, the race has been going away from
God, and becoming more deeply involv d in darkness and
alienation. He is himself a witntss that he is not what
he was made to be. Mankind is a wreck of what was
once a magnificent structure, and like the old ruins of

some ancient temple, he bears even in his fallen condition,

some traces of his former glory. So the words "dark-
ened" and "alienated" contain an allusion to the sad
story of the fall. There is no evolution here.

And this alienation is "from the life of God." The
race from the very first has retained the knowledge that

there is a God. The universal recognition among all

peoples of the earth, of a God who is ruler over all, is a

relic of the time when man was in communion and full

knowledge of Him. But as the life of God has gone from
I tm, he is like a tree torn up by the roots, which retains

its form, but has no life. Such is all heathen worship.

Their religions are mere carricatures of the true. Their



THK HEAVKVI.V i \1.M

jroils arc honiti inoiisiois ; tl

ti> a, fv.isf I Ik- ;„,j^,,

uillunil lilo, ;,,h| olt

N(. AMI WALK

Kii ui>rsliip i^ ;, vain att
I ol fhoii j^roils; thoii I

••"jH' is il,||l%IK'ss will

111 iiii hull- llu' I

89

cm pi

»Mms arc u hollv

llu\
'»'iil a ^hmmri

«'\vi'sl s».-tiMialifv
; till-

iiifu (ioil. iIk-v --U.rilivd II

!i;;ht. W'hen

were lliankiiil, hiil I

their lin>iis|i hian
Have I he na(

'I.'. .1111 e \.iiii III III

v\.is .I.mI, iiiiil

\ *>" Is this al

';"'•> I'eviMn, alicn.KeJ Iron, the Hfe of
leiiation aiiv I

"11 M.W .IS (WhI. neither

^•'' 'inaj,'iiiafii.ns. and
'•<«""• I : -"). Thus

Cod.
I ss CO

so-ealle.l Christian lands. ' Ue,e ll

pretciiil to keep even the t

mplel e in eivili/ed and

loes not

worship. In the

otClod, ihey have th

ik'-'H>raiKe and ahenatiini t

le mass of the world
I'rm oi the ori^Hnal

and have j,Mven fhenisel

their own darkened heart

rown otT all allem pt to

rom the life

Nt'rve liod,
es up to follow the inclination of

without hope in the world.

Tl lev are without (iod, and

irAo A'<7«^/,M//iv//;/^r |(

world's condition. VVh
ere is another mark ot the

larice to (iod, he ver

en one has thrown off his all e*r-

to feel anv

I

y soon reaches a
sense oi his sin, 01

point wher^ he ceases
are for !

>^'Pt. s state. flow true Ih
is a matter of the vcrv I

people, that tl

IS 1

east COM

tramplinj^r ^n His |

tender, and there w
when a lew vears li

and d

lev are in rebellic

aws everv dav

lis terrihie and
•> of the world to-day. It

Itience to the mass of
aK-ainst (iod, and arc
Onee the heart was

isre^ard (iod's com
Nor does the certain d

as concern about these thin^-s
; hut

ave passed, they have learned to sin
inands and have no trouble abo,

any longer give them th

loom that awaits th

It

le un

have reached a point where th
the cloud of

night.

e uneasiness 1 once did.

tey can live i

nnpcnding judgment, sleep

igodly,

They
n s'l, and under

soundly at



90 RPHEsrANft:

They are equally past Jeelinif i„ rtgard to the love of
God in givinjf His Son to die for them. The awful scenes
of the cross, as well as the more awful necessity which
called for it cease to move their hearts to the least feel-
ing. What

, ,altes it so difficult in these days to win the
unsaved to Chri;.. is not that the Gospel is not plain, or
plainly preached

; it is because there is no conviction of
sin, no sense of need, and no response of the heart to the
love of God as seen in redemption. The most awful
warnings of God's Word, and the most tender pleadings
of His loving heart fall without effect upon their ears
They are " pas/ fee/t'ng."

As a result of this condition, they have given themselves
over unto tactviousness, to work all uncleanness with greedi-
ness. Not that those living in these days of modern civil-
ization and culture are absolutely unrestrained, or that
they live as was customary among all classes in the
Roman Empire in the days of Paul. There are restraining
influences which prevent this. The conscience is not al.
together dead in some ; and the customs of society, and
the influence of Christian sentiment serve to repress what
is in the human heart, so that it is not fully developed.
But these things exist in the nature of all. The sad pic-
ture of Rom. 3 : io-i8is the divine exposure of the heart-
not of some bad people, but of the whole race that is
*• alienated from the life of God." It is restrained, but is
ever reaching out after these things, ^^ yielding to them
as far as expediency will permit. The daily papers show
what is the trend of the human heart, and occasional out-
croppings show wh^t is beneath the covering of refined
society. But however kept out of signt, it is true that
the heart that is "alienated from the life of God," and
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••pas: fWling •' will be ^.iven up to ,he corrupt tendenciesofwha .s w.thu, .t. and ui|| follow these with all the
jfree'Jiness which circumstances will permit.

3. The Walk ok the Christian (vs. .0-24).

From this dark picture the apostle turns as if with
^jreat rei.ef and satisractu... ,0 another life on wholly
different prmc.ples. ^«/ ,,, ;„,,„ „,, ,., /^^,^,,^^, ^ .,^^^..^ J
so be that ve have heard Him a,ui have been taught by Him
ihetruth as U is in Jesus. This last onditionaldause
h.nts at a .state ot things in the Churches of Asia very likewhat we see in our owr. time. There were some who had

heard H.m. It was only an intellectual assent ;o the
Gospel, without coming under its transforming power.There may have been a degree of outward reform, while
the great underlying principle had not been touched.
.'\las, how sadly true this is to-day.

thaif th T i:^''^''«"'^>'
^^f P«"' - « '"ore radical thing

heard hV/"' '''"'''"" '^ ''''' ^^^^^ »^- -^ -'vheard the Gospel and assented to it. but has " heard Him',and been taught by Him the truth as it is in Jes .
" hJhas learned the truth of the heavenly calling, a r. n thepowerof the Spirit has laid hold upon it. 'fo such the

of tr::;;:"
^"' "^ ^ '''''^'^ '''-''"' ^'-^ ^-^ ^'-

^Ju^ T'"""'"'
°'" '^''' ^""* '' «^^ ^^••^h in the wordswhich follow .— . That ye put off concerningyour former

2"r t f:
''' ""'' "'^"' ""'''' " corrupVaccoraing tothe deceitful lusts ; and that ye be renewed in the Spirit ofyour rmnd: and that ye put on the new man, wh^h afterGod ts created tn righteousness and holiness of truth It is
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a matter of two men. It is not simply a rerormation or
. improvement of the old man, but an entirely new man.

These two men are not simply the two natures exist injf
in the believer, called the tlesh and the spirit. There are
but two men. The old man is the entire Adam race,
which has already b.vn described, and into which we are
born at our natural birth. The new man is the same that
we met in the second chapter ol this Kpistle, where the
formation of the body of Christ is described as creating
" in Himself ot twain one new man." It is the body, oi'

which so much has already been said, of which Christ is

the Head, and all the saints are members.

To put off the old man and put on the mw is to con-
stantly reckon ourselves as no lonj^^er belon^iny to the old
Adam race, but takinj^ our stand as in Christ, and as num-
bers of His body, reg^ulate our lives accordino^ly. To put
on the new man is to live as a representative of the new
race, controlled by its principles, and lettinj^ them work
out in our lives, that we may be livino witnesses to the
truth of the one body before the world.

Every true Christian knows practically what this

means. He knows what it is to bt^ constantly called upon
to deny the demands of the old man's nature, and \o put
him off. Nothing is more dangerous than to suppose
this has been done once for all. Hut by ;i constant putting
on of the new man; by reckoning one's self as one with
Christ, and filled with the Holy Spirit, he may live in con-
tinued victory over the old man. This is the principle

which underlies the whole life and walk of the Christian in

the world.
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3. Some Details ok the Walk (vs. 25-32).

Having g^iven the principle or basis of the Christian
life, the apostle comes to the practical application of it to
particular things. It is here that the heavenly calling
touches bottom, so to speak, in its contact with the every-
day life. Let us keep in mind the essential difference be-
tween the morality of the Christian and that o( the world.
The latter teaches a moral life, and enjoins abstinence
from falsehood, anger, theft and impurity, because these
are condemned by the conscience, and lead to unhappy
results

; while the Christian principle is that these are to
be avoided because they belong to the old man's nature,
and have no place in the new, which he has put on. The
world follows the path of virtue as a means to an end, and
for the rewards to which it leads. The Christian follows
the same path, as a result o( what he is. There is an
infinite difference between the two. The latter includes
far more than the former, as it places one upon a higher
plane, and sets up a far higher standard.

We come now to some of the details of Christian
morality.

I. The new man will be truthful. JlViere/ore putting
away lying, speak every man truth 7mth his neighbor. The
word for ••lying" here means more than simply saying
that which is true. It covers all that is included in

words or actions, or silence, or even in thought. Many
think they are truthful when they can find a sense in which
their words are true, though they are uttered with the
intent to convey an untruth. Falsehood is not put away
till it is put out of the heart.

The reason for this abstinence is : ye are members one
of another. The members of the body must be in full con-

''I
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fidence. or else there is confusion and conflict. Since theHead .s the source of life to the whole hodv. if onemember deceives another, it is in direct opposition to theHead, and harmony is destroyed. The true Christian willabstam from all those forms of misrepresentation so com-mon m business and social life, for the new man is first of
all a man of truth.

2. The new man will not induljje in ang-er. Be ve
angr,.andsin not There are th.n^s in this ungodly woHd

. that ought to st.r up the righteous indignation ot all holybemgs. There may be anger without sin. But if unholy
wrath comes into the heart, it is not to he encouraged or
retained. Let not the sun go down upon vour wrath As
the setting sun and the closing day is a type of the end of
hfe, .t should be a time for the final adjustment of all
things. Never he down to sleep, the type of death, with
afly feel.ngs of heart that are displeasing to God. Go to
sleep as you would wish to die. at peace with God and man.
IVetther ^tve place to the dernl. Why is this put in just
here. If there is any condition of heart that is more
favorable than any other for the devil to enter, it is that
of unholy anger. To be in such a state is to make a place
for h.m. and he will be quick to discern and occupy itHe w^ho acts at all when i„ a passion, is sure to commit sin."

3- The new man will not steal. Let him that stole
steal no more. The apostle is addressing those who were
saved m the midst of their ungodly lives. He is not trivmg them conditions to be observed in order to salvation
But now that they are saved they must work ouf their
salvation m their changed lives. They were liars and mustbecome truthful

;
they were malicious and must becomekind; they were thieves and must stop stealing
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The ne«- principle of life attacks every hahit of the old
ni.in. But rather let him labor, ,,jrking with his hands
... that he may have to give to him that ueecleth He is
entirely reversed in character and conduct. Whereas he
took from his neighbor his goods, he now becomes a
f,-.ver to the needy, of his own honestiv earned things. In
all these things which mark the new man. it will be noticed
hat the flow is outward toward others, uh.reas before, ithad been inward toward self. The old man is selfish, thenew man like his Head, is benevolent. '

4. The new man will be pure in speech. Let no
corrupt speech proceed out of your mouth, but such as /v
goodfo, building up. There is no /acuity oi our nature
hat .s capable of so much good or evil as that oi speech
Of a'l the n,embers ot our bodies the tongue is the most
m-«-hty and most unruly, and the.efore needs to be most
under guard. The Apostle James makes it the key to the
whole hfe. " If any stumbleth not in word, the same is a
perfect man. able to bridle the whole bodv also •

(Jas
3:2). We control the whole bodv of the horse bv •» bit
•" his mouth, and we control the whole ship by 'a very
small rudder. So the whole life is tmder control if the
tongue ,s kept in subjection. Therefore the Christian is
ever to have a guard over his tongue. If corrupting
words come to mind and are upon the tongue, shut themou h and let them not -escape the fence of the teeth -
But he ,s not to be silent, but speak freelv those things
tH U w.ll '• build up •• and " give grace to them that hear "

It IS not meant that our conversation should be always
solemn, serious and heavy. Often the most etfective
truths are conveyed in wit and playful words that provoke
a sm.le. We are always to be genial, attractive and
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affable. In a wotd, the Christian is to jruarJ the purity,
and cultivate the rijrht use of that mighty a^'ency for good
or e\ il—the power of speech.

The reason jriven for this is that we .«'/-/W'f nof the Holy
Spirit of God, in wliom wr are sealed unto the day of redemp-
tion. We are ever to remember that within -js, as be-
lievers, dwells the personal Spirit ^-^ (lod, who is seekinj^
to find expression throuj^h our words to infiuence others
lor good. When this is suppressed, or perverted through
our careless use of the tongue. He is sorely grieved. Let
our prayer therefore ever be: "Set a watch. O Lord,
before my mouth : keep the door of my lips " (Ps.

'41:3)-

Thus the speech oi the new man which we are to put
" it anger,'

on will be free from "bitterness," "wrath,
' clamour," " railing," and " malice," and will be ma"rked
by kindness, tender-heartedness, and forgiveness, "even
as God also in Christ forgave you."

4. Imftators of God (Chap. 5:1, 2).

No human b. ing, however perfect, is to be the pattern
for lire Christian. Being united to (he life of God, he is
to accept nothing less than the divine standard of holy
living. Be \e therefore imitators of God as dear children.
And how do children imitate their parents? Not alto-
gether In copying what they see them do, but by following
tht- characteristics which are inherited from them by birth.
W^e have already seen that the new man was "created
after God in righteousness and true holiness "

(4 : 24).
Any attempt to imitate God will be a complete failure
without this. There must be a living force within prompt-
ing to those things. Therefore, to imitate God as dear
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Many who would not even talk of the former in>purities
can talk of little else than ^reed and monev-makh,j..'
rhe.r hves are full of it, and they become idolat'rous wor-
shipers ot the demon Mammon, whom Milton represents as:

" The least t-ivolt'il spirit that ft-ll

From heaven
; lor eVn in heaven his loAs and thonvfhtsU ere always downward hent, ailniirin^ more

The riehes of heavens pav. ment-troJden Kold,
Than uugfht divine or holy.

Then follow same reasons why the new mat, should
keep apart from all these.

I. Because the.se are the thin.ijs which shut the un-
«rodly out of the kinj^dotn of Christ, and brinj. the wrath
ot God upon thetn. L>f ,„> u,un deceive vou with vain
i^^onis .- tor because 0/ these thiuos comCh ^,^^ ^^^^^^,^ ^^^.^^^^
upon the children of disobeaienc^. Let t,o man tell vou
that stn .s a s.nall matter ; that it is merely a trace of a
lower form ..f existence, from which the race Is beinjr
evolved tnto a perfect state ; that God is good and kind
a.id cannot pu.tish siti in any ot His creatures. " Vain
words

!
" With such the devil secured the fall of the

race .n Eden, " Ve shall not surely die." A.ul with the
same he has ever since been hushin.i,. the voice of con-
sctence, and denying the wart.itig oi (Jod. •• Let no man
dece.ve you.- These things .l,i,-h now f.ll ,he earth,
will call .orth the wrath oi ^^.o.\ in comitig judgment.
Be not ye partakers with then,. To e^-en talk and jest ot
these things is to dabble in, and touch the tongue to the
po.son ol hell, and there is danger that the blood become
infected.

2. Because you have yourselves been taken out of
this pit ot darkness, and brought into the light of God, to
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be witnesses against them. For yv roere once darkness
but now are ye light in the Lord, walk as children of light.

The f. t that we have yet remaining in us the nature of

the t Id man, which is susceptible to temptation from such
things, is reason why we should keep as far as posible
from them. As "children of light," our walk should be
wholly in the light, thai we may at all times show forth

the fruit of the light. For the fruit of the light is in all

goodness and righteousness and truth.

3. Because the mission of the children of light is to

reprove the vv'orks of darkness. Ti> do this, there must be
no fellowship with them. Have no fellowship with the

unfruitful works of darkness, hut rather repnrcc them.
The word " reprove" here means to convince,—to make
their evil nature to be seen. Hence the use of the figure

of light. Christians are not sent to denounce men for

their wickedness. The law did that. They ate first

themselves enlightened and then sent into the world to

show by the spirit of their lives a contrast to the darkness
chat abounds. They are not simply to abstain from the

evils in the world, but are to shine upon them. This,

more than anything else will convince the world of its

wicked ways. There is nothing that so rebukes the

impure, as the simple presence of a holy man or woman.
The mouths of the prof-ne and vulgar are shut, and like

bats at the rising of the sun, they hide away from the light.

If you denounce them, they gather their forces to resist;

but none can complain <>{, or gainsay the silent power of

holiness and purity. Hence, all things that are reproved

are made manifest by the light, for whatsoever doth make
manifest is light. Therefore the Christian is to arise

from among the dead, and come out from those who sleep
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in the darkness of spiritual death, that he mav receive
the hj,Hit, with which to convince the world of sin.

6. VVatimfii.nkss and Praise (vs. 15-2,).

VVc are next reminded that the Christian's walk is not
to be a careless indifferent pleasure trip. SW that ye .va/k
cmm„s/>v,t/y, o, as in the R. V. " [.00k therefore Jarefullv
IHHV ye walk.- |„ ,he world of evils, it is necessary to b^
uule awake and observe carefully every step we take.
rhe word "c.rcnmspectly " means looking around, usin.^
tl>e ey ,, „,^„ ^,^ „^ ,.^^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^

K

"•a" that was covered with broken pieces o( ^Mass. How
caretully she put down her foot, watching a place for
every step. That was walking; " circumspectlv." We
shall need to j,nve much attention to the conditions in
wh.chwehve, that we may walk "not as fools but as
wise.

Redeeming the time, because the davs are evil This is
better rendered. •' Buying' up the opportunitv." ^Ihe
watchtui Christian is to seek for opportunities to let his
hj,Mit s|„„e. and seize upon them even at the price of per-
sonal self-denial. This is made all the more ur^^ent whenwe reflect upon the times in which we live. '• The davs
are evil." The world is so full of ^^odlessness and
•n.qu.ty. and there is so little care for spiritual thin...
that ,t requires much wisdom and self sacrifice to secure
the opportunity to execute our mission. For heavenlv
be.n^^s to wali: throu^^h the darkness .i these evil davs'
and keep their lij^ht shinin^^ is no easy task.

' '

It seems at first a little stran^-e that at this point he
should mtroduce a warning against drunkeness. Be not
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drunken ivii/i ivini', iv/u-rcin is nn/, hut he fillvd with the

Spirit. The connection here is significant. As wine

intoxicates the flesh, and intensifies all the evil passions

of the carnal nature, proJucinj^ riot ami darkness, so the

Spirit intensifies all the faculties ^.^i (he new r»orn bein^^

and brink's them into action and increases the lij;ht. If

you would bring into action all the evil that is in fallen

man, given him wine. If you would bring into living

activity all the powers of the spiritual nature and cause

thi'r fruit to abound, let him be filled with the Spirit.

The reference to drunkeness here, is by way of illustra-

tion. We miss entirely the force oi the passage when we
use it simply as a lesson o\\ temperance.

The filling of the Spirit is needful for every part of the

life of the Christian in the world. its result is seen in the

verse which follows : Spiuikin^ to yoursi'lx'es in psalms

and Ayms and spiritual sonirs, sin^'in^i^- and niakinf> melody

in your hearts to the Lord. .As wine fills the the carnal

heart with sensual pleasure, causing a desire to sing, so

the Spirit inspires joy which expresses itself in the songs

of the heavenly life. In such songs, the fellowship of

Christians is expressed, as they speak together the blessed

truths which make them one, and express their common
love and praise to God "from whom all blessings flow."

Thus the Spirit filled ones "make melody in their hearts

to the Lord." Whatever may be the quality of the music

to the artistic ear of the natural man, the only melody

that reaches God at all, is the melody of the heart.

All else is lost ; but Ciod is listening for the ii'usic that is

in the heart of the redeemed sinner, kindled and inspired

by the Holy Spirit.
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And so the new life i„ its practical manifestation on
earth culminates in spiritual son^ and^W«xr thauks altvays
Jor al tfunfrs ,n„o God a,ul the Father^ h, the name of the
Utra Jesus.

m
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Section IV.

Th« Christian in the Home.

Chap 5:22-6:9.

rpHh hoir.e IS the heart and center of all human relation-X >.hip.s. It is here that the first seeds are planted and
developed, the fruit of which will spread and effect for
K'ooJ or ill, society, the slate and the Church. If right
principles control all the meinbe s of the •aniily i„ their
relation to each other, we may be assured that they will
be effective for good in every sphere in life. Therefore
the family is the first divine institution. It is above and
before the state or the Church.

The home is the one place above all others for the mani-
festation of the graces which characterize the true Chris-
tian life, and there is no place where it is so liable to fail,
or where its failures will be so manifest. The measure of
spiritual attainment and power will be more fully di.scein-
ed there than anywhere else. This is why it is often
haruer tor one to speak personally to the members of his
own household about spiritual things, than to others
They know him better, and he is conscious that they see
his failures more clearly than those who only see him in
public. Hence many active workers in the Church and in
the world, are sile.u at home. Happy indeed is that
Christian in whom tue members of his own family see no
tailures. Hence the importance of this section of the
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epiMic, in xvhicli wc havo the divine teaching on tlie

manilcstation of ihe new life in the home.
We fnid this subject treated inider three heads : first,

the husband and wife ; second, parents and children
\

third, master and servants. The words immediately pre-
ceding: are

:
- Submitting' yourselves one to another in

the fear of the Lord." This is the key to all that follows.
Takin^r up this principle, he proceeds to apply it to each
of the three relationships which make up the home. And
here, as everywhere, the principle o( law is excluded. He
lays down no laws for the government of the household
but takinjr the n.Uire of the Christian's calling as the
basis, he shows how its spirit applied will express itself in
all these particulars.

I. Hlsbani) anh Wife (vs. 22-2^).

n'n'es submit yourselves uu/o your 07011 /lusbamh, as
unto the Lord, for the husbami is the head of the wife, even
as Christ is the head of the Church. Althouj-h this is the
practical part of the epistle, and concerns the walk of the
believei

.
yet we find doctrine here also. The great cen-

tral theme of the epistle comes to the front here. The
relation of the Church to Christ as His body, is the model
for the Christian wife in her relation to her husband. The
marriage relation is the divinely appointed type of the
heavenly Hridegroom and His bride the Church. It was
to set this forth in a figure, as well as to be a blessing to
the race, that marriage was ii.stituted. The perfection of
the relation of husband and wife is, therefore, to maintain
and exemplify the principles and the spirit of Chris: i,.

His relation to the Church, and of the Church in her rela-
tion to Christ. If both parties seek diligentlv to do this,
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it will settle every Uifficiiliy which can possibly arise
between ti.cm. It should he remembered in all this, that
the apostle is dealiny: only with Christians. He has no
word (or the reinitiation pf unchristian households. He
has but i.)nv key to the solution of all questions. Let the
nature and principles of your heavenly calling control all

thinjfs in your earthly life.

Now, as to the submission o( ih.; wife to her husband,
it is evident that it has nothing of the nature of law.
There has been much said about the duty of the wife to
obey her husband, and many suppose that Paul teaches
lliis most emphatically. It has therefore been incorporated
mto some widely used marriajje ceremonies, in which the
bride is pledged to obey. But nowhere does the New
T."St..mant teach t'.iat the wife is to obey her husband.
That wou. ; be to put her under law and destroy the type.
The submission here enjoined is explained in the wo-ds
which follow. Thetefore, as the Church is subject unto
Christ, w let the wives be to their (mm husbands in every-
thing, and He is the Savior of the body.

How then is the Church subject to Ch-" . ? Under-
stand this, and you have the perfect model of the relation
of the wife to her husband. The Church is not under law
to be commanded, but is to take the place of simple con-
fiding and delightful trust. So the true wife delights to
put herself in loving subjection to her husband, m whose
love she rests, co-operating wilh him in all things accord-
ing to his will. There is no thought of command or
obedience. Christ is "the Savior oi the body." The
Church is the body, and in order that He may save and
protect it, He requires that it shall maintain the attitude
of submission and trust. The term " obev "

is not used
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here
;

it is carefully reserved to be applied to children and
servants, when he comes lo speak of them.

The submission here required does not imply inferiority.

Indeed, it can only exist between equals. 'Jhe Cliuuli is

made one with Christ, that as His body it may Mil mil \o
the will of the Head. The wife is one with l.u lusl ai.d.
so that in submittinj^- to him slie is not sui mitlinj; to
another outside of herself. In the body all the nunUis
are cnual, and there is but one will. In true uianiaj^e the
Christian wife feels no bondaj,re, but onl\ joyful trust.
The words "command" and "obey" fuul no place in

Paul's teaching,'- concerninj,'^ this ri lationship.

Turninj,r next to the husband, he says: '' Ifiisbands,
love your 7vi7rs, even as Christ also loved the Chiiieh, aiul
gave Himselffor it. He does not tell the wile lo love her
husband, but to submit herself to him. So the Church is

not told to love Christ, but she is to believe ihe love that
Christ has to her (i John 4:16). It was He who first

loved us and j,'ave Himself for us. We did not choose
Him, but He choose us, and we have only to accei)t His
love and submit to His choice, and let this bci,rel in us
love to Him. Thus it is in true marriatre. The wife is

first loved and chosen, and thus her love is won. She
submits to love, therefore it is the husband who is told to
love his wife, after the pattern ol Christ, oi whom he
stands as a type. And as Christ, because oi His love for
the Church, sacrificed Himself for it, so is the husband to
sacrifice himself foi his wife

; practicinj,-^ self-denial for her
comfort and welfare. In a sense he is to be her savior.
-As she has committed herself to him, he is to give himself
lor her interests and happiness, which are bound u[-^ witli

his own.
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Tlie minJ o\' the apostle, which is here the mind of tlie

Holy Spirit, is so filled with the yreat llieine nf the epistle

—the oneness of Christ and the Chunh that when he

refers to the divine I.over as sacrificint; llimself for His

bride, he seems constrained to enlarge upon it. So, tnrn-

injf for the moment from the case of the husband, he

speaks of the purpose of Chiist in f^ivin«^ Himself for the

Church. " TAa/ He itii^ylit sanctify ami i lennsv il ivilli the

ivashiuii of ivater by the ivord, that He inisiht present it to

Himself a glorious Churc/i, not having spot or wrinkle, or

any such thing, but that it should be holy anil without

blemish. Here are three thinj^s which Christ does for the

Church, represented by the three words : sanctity, cleanse,

and present.

The Church was sanctilied by the work of Christ ou the

cross, when He^ave Himself for it. He says in His prayer,

in John seventeenth chapter: "
I sanctify myself that they

also mij^ht be sanctified." Hy virtue of His union with the

Church as one body, when He offered Himself as a sacri-

fice for their sins, and rose aj^ain for their justification,

they partook of His rii^hteousness, and \\\; w^s made

unio thenj sanctification, " for both he that sanctifielh

and they that are sanctified are all of one " (Hob. 2:11).

Therefore we have the blessed assurance thai "we are

sanctified throuj, 1 the offerinj^ of the body of Jesus Christ

owce for all " (Heb. lo : 10).

Having sanctilied the Church by givinj^ Himself lor il,

and thus securinj^ for il a slandint; before (iod as " com-

plete in Him," he next proceeds to cleanse it. This He
does by the washinj^of water by the Word." There is

no reference here to baptism, as some have labored to

show. It is deiiiitely stated that the clean sini^ here
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•s by llie ap, lication of the Word. It is hy virtue of the
sanct.fication which we have in Christ, that we are
"accepted in the beloved." There i. also a sanc-
t.fication of our lives and walk, which is accom,
pl.shed by the daily application oF the Word ofCod

^

" Sanctify them through Thy truth, Thy Word is
truth (John 17:17). Bein- sanctified in Christ as to
our standing, we are cleansed hi our persons and lives by
the application of the Word ol God to all our acts and
words and thougrhts. Thus the heavenly Bridegroom isnow making pure His bride. We ought to com. often and
gladly to the water for our bath, and never avoid it. for
fear some cherished spot will be washed awav. Let us
ever remember for whom we are being prepared.

Next comes the presentation. When His work of
of sanctifying and cleansing shall be complete, He will
take to Himself His pure bride, the " glorious Church-
holy and without blemish." We have here the three
appearings of Heb. 9:26. 24. 28. "He hath once
appeared to put away sin by the saci iuv of liims-lf"-
this .s for our sanctihcalion. "He now appears in the'
presence of God for us "

; this is for our cleansing. "He
shall appear (he second time apart from sin. unto salva-
tion

;
this will be the presentation. We have the

blessed assurance that, however imperfect we are as vet
lie will surely bring His work to perfection. " Hji„o
conhdenl of this very thing, that He which hath he^un a
good work n, you, will perform it until the dav of "jesus
Christ." (Phil. , :6).

' '

It is out of this truth that the apostle gathers his
teaching concerning the marriage relation. And so. re-
turning again to his theme, he says Even so on^/it men
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to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his

wife loveth himself, for no man ever yet hated his own flesh,

but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as Christ also the

Church." This is the model for the marriaije relation.

The two lives are blended into one. The wife receives

her standing, position, title and name from her husband,

to whom she joyfully submits herself in confiding trust,

uniting her will with his. The husband receives her as a

part of himself, and lovts, protects and honors her as his

own body.

He next refers to : e establishment of the marriage

relation in Fden, and gives the spiritual meaning of the

words of d in connection with it, as recorded in Gen.

2:24: ** Therefore shall a man leave his father and his

mother, and shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall be one

flesh. This was a part of the marriage ceremony of the

first pair, and was intended to apply to every case that

should follow. But Paul, by the Spirit's inspiration, sees

a deeper truth in these words, and adds :
" 77//.V is a frreat

mvstcry.'" There is no great mystery in a man's going

out from his father's family to establish a family of his

own. The mystery consists in the deeper hidden mean-

ing that is in the words. We have seen before lliat the

word " mvsterv means a truth that is onlv known hv

divine revelation. Such is the mystery oi the Church, as

explained in the third chapter. The great mystery re-

ferred to here is explained when he adds: "///// /speak

concerning Christ and the Chinr/i. That IS, \n those

words concerning the union of the first pair in Hden, and

which are repeated in nearly every Christian marriage

ceremony today, there lies concealed the great truth of the

one only original marriage, of which all other*, are a typ
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as he comes down to their capacity, and speaks of things
which are within the understanding of little children.

It is also " in the Lord." It is suoposed that they too
are believers, though very young. They are addressed as
Christian children. This is not the place to discuss at
length the question how young a child may be a Christian,
but it is certain that il may be at a much earlier age than
is generally supposed. The conditions of salvation are so
simple that a child can apprehend them almost aS soon as
he can apprehend anything. It is the duty of Christian
parents to teach their children about Jesus and His love
as soon as thev are old enough to know and love their
mothers. i he child in a Christian home should, if

possible, never be lelt to know a time when he did not
believe and trust Jesus Christ. It is far easier to bring
the little child to faith in Christ, than older ones, and they
make the strongest and best Christians in after life. The
apostle has in mind the normal Christian family, and in

such, very young children are addressed as 'Mn the Lord."
The first lesson for a Christian child to learn is obed-

ience to parents. The first lesson for anyone to learn is

submission. All Christian life, whether it be in the child

or the adult, begins there. To the cnild. before he is old
enough to know and submit to Clod, the parent stands in

the place of God. The father and mother are practically

God to him
; they a.e his supreme authority. The sooner

the child learns to subject his will to another, the better it

is for all the life that is to follow. 1 1 is the turning point
in every life. Some never learn it, and they are lost.

Some learn it in mature life and it becomes a v^ry difficult

matter. The sooner after birth the surrender comes, the

easier it is. If it cjmes while the child is in arms, it is
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well. Whenever for the first time the will of the child
comes into direct conflict with the will of the parent, then
the crisis is on. One or the other will give way. If the
parent yields, the child is confirmed in his rebellion, and
it will be harder ever after to conquer that will. But if

the child is induced to submit entirely, and accept the
parent's authority as supreme, the first great lesson of life

is learned. The way is prepared for submission to the
authority of the state, and of God. Therefore obedience
to parents is the first lesson for children, and so important
and inclusive is it, that to it is attachea the promise, and
it is called the •' chief commandment." And on the other
hand, disobedience to parents is among the awful sins
which shall mark the " perilous times" which shall come
*' in the last days," which by this sign seem to be even
now upon us, (2 Tim. 3 : 2).

Since the parent occupies so important a place as the
representative of God to the child, he should give the
greatest diligence to fulfill the office faithfully. Little do
parei-s realize how much depends on the short period
during wiiich they have the child under their absolute au-
thority, preparatory to his being turned over to theauthority
and fatherhood of God. It is one of the saddest marks of the
present time, that this period is not only wasted, but is

used to strengthen the self-will and rebellion of the child,
and teach him to disregard all rule and all authority. No
wonder that it is hard to bring the adult to submit to God,
and obey His will, after such a childhood as many of them'
have passed.

Therefore the instruction to parents follows:—And ye
fathers pnn^oke not your children to wrath, but nurture them
in the chastening and admonition 0/ the Lord. Use the
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fatherly office, after the manner ofdod's deahn^^ withH.s children. Be a true representative of God to them,
that from you they may first learn what (]od is. Be not
a tyrant

;
harsh, unreasonable, and vindictive, who only

provokes to wrath
; but like God. be tender. loving, and

kind Ever seek to promote their spiritual welfare. Do
not dr.ve them by force, but win them by love to the way
of peace and holiness. Whether usin- - chastening" for
the.r correction, or - admonition" for their instruction,
et

, always be that "of the Lord."-that is. such as the
Lord uses with His children. Parents, and especially
young parents, will do well to study prayerfullv this im-
portant passage. The same admonition will' apply to
teachers, in so far as they have the care of young children.

3. Masters and Servants (vs. 5.9).

The next relationship in the household is that of mas-
ters and servants, and so ae have instruction concerning
them. The first word is to the servants. S.num/s, be
obechenf to them that are your masters aecordin^ to theflesh
with year a,uf tremhliug, in sui^le„ess of voar heart, as unlo
Christ. The word - servant" here means a bond slave
In the time of Paul, slavery - -s at the very loundation oi
the (neek and Roman social structure. The slave was
only an " animated tool," and had no human rights He
was used only for the convenience or pleasure of his
owner

;
his life had no sacredness, he could be killed on

the slightest provocation, with no investigation.
We might expect the apostle to denounce the whole

• nst.tut.on of slavery as a glaring sin. and demand its
tot.^1 abolition, especially in the Christian household. But
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It IS not the method or the (Jospel to attack human insti-
tutions. but to leach principles which will correct the evils
aiul overthrow whatever is in itself sinful. I.et the prin-
c.ples which the apostle here f,nvc-s to both servants and
masters be observed, and slavery will die of itself. Read
Paul's letter to Philemon re^-ardin- his Christian slave
Onesniins. If the injunctions there tfi^en were observed
there would i,e left very little of the evils of slavery in that
home. To the Corinthians, Paul wrote :

'• Let each man
abide n, that calling- wherein he was called. Wast thou
called bein- a bond slave, care not for it, but if thou
canst become free, use it rather. For he that was called
.n the Lord, being a bond slave, is the Lord's freeman

;likewise he that was called beinj^ f,-ee, is Christ's bond-
slave, ' (i Co:. 7 : 20-22).

So here, his instruction to the Christian bondslave is
to perform the duties of his position as a Christian ; re-
co-nt/e his relationship to his master and be faithful to
Iks calhn-, till the Lord shall set him free. This will ap-
ply also to the employe in every capacitv in our time
Let hmi be faithful to his employer ; „ot ivith eye-sennce as
men p/rasers, but as scrvauts of Christ, doin,^ the will of
iuHi from the heart, with f^ood will o'oina serviee as unto the
Lord, ami m>t unto man. Let him rei,^ird everv duty in
connection with his callin.;-, as a part of his service to
Christ. Mow much better and happier would servants
and employes be, if tliey realised that thev were doinjr
service first unlo Christ, and not to man. And for such
laithtulness there is a reward. Knowing that whatsoc.,r
fiood thinfr any man doelh, the same shall he receive from the
Lord, whether he be bond or free. Thus may both the
servant or employe and the master or employer, please
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and serve (Joel an.l receive his reward, without a chani^e
ol relationship. **

His next word is to masters, whom he also addresses
as t hnst.ans. .hu/yr n.as/crs do the s„„n' thinfrto them, and
forbear thrcalenin^. ; kmmnn^ir mat both their Master and
yours n/n heaven, and there is no respeet of persons .vith
linn

|( ,t ,s the duty ol Christian servants to be faithful
to then- employers, it is no less the duly of Christian em-
ployers to be faithful to their servants. They are to - .'

the same thinjr ;" that is, be controlled bv the same prin-
c.ple, and possessed of the same spirit. Thev must never
fc^r^^et that both n.aster and servant are alike servants of
tbe san.e Master, and whatever may be the dirterence in
rank here, or in human society, the wealthy n,aster who
'•ves n, ease and luxury, and the lowest servant that
serves h.m, rank precisely the same in heaven, where there
.s no respect of persons. Ihey are before (iod simply
fellow-servants. Philemon the wealthy master is told to
receive back his runaway slave, whom Paul returns to him
as a convert to Christ, "as a brother beloved" (Philem. ,6).

If the spirit here set forth for both servants and mas-
ters were .observed, how lonj,. would slaverv exist '-^ This
.s the way the Ciospel deals with evil. It is crowded out
by forcmo- m the Christian spirit. This is the only solu-
tion as.de from the personal cominjr and reijV„ of Christ
of the problems that now threaten the foundation ..i the
social structure. Let Christian principles come in and
possess both capital and labor, and all difficulties would
vanish. But so long as selfishness and pride of rank rule
the hearts of men, there will be oppression on one hand
and rebellion o^^ the other, and the conflict can onlv end
in the overthrow c»f the social order.
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It is evident that the ideal home as set forth in this

section, can only exist amon^ Christians ; and such only
has thi" apostle in mind in this epistle. He has no instruc-

tion to tfivc for the regulation of the homes of the unbe-
lievinj,' world. They will havi to overcome their difficul-

ties as best they can, on the jjround of the flesh and the

world. But the principles which are here set forth, are

the natural outworking of the heavenly calling in the

home-life of the saints. Husband and wife, parents and
children, masters and servants, all are partakers of the

divine calling, and are living in heavenly places in Christ,

This is assumed throughout, and is the basis of all that

is here written. Hence it is that these things cone so

late in the epistle. They could not come earlier.
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Section V.

Warfare in Heavenly Places.

Chap. 6 1 10-24.
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I. The ICne.mv and th. <; Mi i>s, (vs. 10-12).

Paul saw very distinctly what a life of separation to
(.od, such as he had been speaking ot\ would mean. A.id
that they mig^ht be able to understand the nature ot the
toes they would have to contend with, and their methods
of warfare, he proceeds to describe them. For our Tm'sV-
lo'fT ts not against flesh and blood. We think sometimes
that ,t IS hard to maintain a Christian life against the in-
fluence of mi.,rodly people with whom we are associated
especially when they attack our positio., and denounce the
things we believe, and deny our Bible. These things are
'"deed great annoyances, but they are onlv human-thev
are flesh and blood. If ue are well-grounded in the faith,
these ot.ght not for a moment to move, or even very
greatly distt-rb us. Human opinions after all are weak
and can have little effect to shake the faith of one who
knows what he believes and why he IxMieves it. If we
have ordinary independence and power of self-assertion
we can w,th comparative ease defend our position againsJ
mere human arguments, or human ridicule. Politicians
are not overthrown by the arguments or assaults of their
opponents, but when attacked, meet it with their own ar-
guments. So a Christian who knows the ground of his
ta.th. need not be in much fear of -flesh and blood "

-the
opposition ot mere human beings like himself.

Nor need we have much fear from temptations which
men place before us, by which they seek to draw us away
from a right course. VVe ought to have personal inde-
pendence and will enough to resist those who are no
ifreater than we. It we are really committed to the causewe have espoused, all the power ot flesh and blood ought
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not to be able to move us from the Rock on which we
have, for good and sufficient reasons, buill our faith and
liope.

But alas, we have mii,-htier Sk-s li.,.;. .'-se, and the
apostle marches tliem out for i .ir iMspoctk). . Not flesh
and blood, buf against the /--/v •/>.///;;.,. a^aimt the
Pinvers, against t/,v ,vnrld rulers of this ,iurkness^ asrain^t
til,- spintual hosts of wiel<edness in the iwavenlv places
Such IS the revised version and the onlv correct reading
of this passage. This is a most fearful presentation o^ the
combmed forces which assail our position, and with whom
we have to contend. No mention is made .^i anv human
or visible power. Such are too insignificant to be classed
with these. Our real enemies are invisible, but none the
less personal and mighty. We shall C^o well to consider
them and their methods.

At the head of this organized force stands Satan, the
arch adversary. The personality of the devil is as clearly
and positively assumed throughout the New Testament'
as IS that ol (iod, orany other character which appears
erem. It is Satan's pian to make use of " wil

th

ceitful schemes) to carrv o\\ I

th
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ese is the propagation of tin

lis warfare

widelv
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Testament by no less than twenty-four uimes, every one
of which implies a distinct personality. More than once is

lie called by our Lord, " the prince of this world." Paul

call him "the God of this world," and also in this epistle

" the prince of the powers of the air," (2 : 2).

Under the leadership of this mii^hty prince, are " the

principalities, the powers, the world rulers ol' this dark-

ness, the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly

places." These are the myriads ot fallen ang^els and
demons who infest the air of this world, and have much
to do with its affairs. In this material a^'e it is customary
to ig-nore these mij,dity agencies, or deny their existence

altogether. But the Scriptures plainly teach that there

exists all about us in the sphere oi' the unseen world, a

host of beings as real and personal as the men and women
with whom we associate. Among these are the " princi-

palities and powers," the same as among the angels of

God. It is probable that these titles belonged to tliom in

heaven before their fall, and when they were cast out with

Satan their prince and leader, they retained their ranks
and are still referred to by these titles.

With these are associated a lower class of wicked
spirits calKd in 'le Scriptures "demons," wrongly trans-

lated "devils" in the old version. These are especially

active in the aflfairs of men. They seek incarnation in the

bodies of men and women, and often take possession of

their persons and faculties, and speak with their voices,

and in other ways communicate through them with

human beings. Jesus recognized them, and addressed
lliem directly, and comman^led them to come out of those

vvl»>m they possessed. He also gave His disciples

,sith.>:iiy to do the same. The manifestations of demon-
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ism are hardly less to-uay tliaii in the time of Christ.
They are hehiiul very much of the lawlessness and crime
and disease and insanity anil false teachinj^- wliich fill the
earth. They are the uorkint,^ power of all the -enuine
phenomena of Spiritualism hy which they are deceiving
and k^-idin^- to ruin increasiii_i,r millions in these last days.

These wicked spirits are here called " the world rulers
of this darkness." We met them in the second chapter of
this epistle, as " the powers o( the air, the spirit that now
worketh in the children ot disobedience." The world is

in its time of darkness now, and this darkness is under
the dominion of Satan its prince, who carries on his
operations throut,-h the aj^ency of these " world-rulers."

But these invisible foes are not confmed to the outer
visible world. They have access, and for some reason
are permitted to exercise their baleful influence even in
"the heavenly places. " They way^e their warfare a-ainst
the children of Cod in the ve- sphere of their heavenly
callinf,^ where they are ra: id seated with Christ',
and where are "all spiritua

: ..sin-s in Him," (Chap.'

Such are the adversaries with whom we have to con-
tend. They are the mighty forces which Satan has at his
command, and with which he carries on a thorouj-hly or-
ganized system of warfare, according; to a settled plan.
These every Christian must meet muI overcome, or be
overcome by them.

Let us now turn oiu- attention to their method of war-
fare. We often think of Satan as bringing,'- physical evil
and disasters upon us, causing trouble, pain, and suffer-
ing

;
or as bringing us into great temptation to sin ; or as

instigating the commission of crime. He is often pictured
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to US as some hideous monster with lioriis aiiJ hoofs aiici

spear, and with a countenance expressive of the i^reatest
depravity, malice, and wickedr.ess. and as associated with
deeds of horrible fouhiess and sliame, and in open and
avowed warfare aj^^ainst all-oodand virtue and happiness.

No doubt Satan himself is the author of all such repre-
sentations. They are amonj;- his " wiles" and "devices"
to divert attention from the real devil to an imai^inary one,
that he may the better carry on his schemes in another,
and his real character. The real devil is tlie very oppos-
ite ot this. He "fashions himseliinto an an.i,«-el of lij;ht,"

and his servants also "fashion themselves as ministers
of ri^rhteousness," (2 Cor. 11:14-15). '» i"^ often exceed-
inj^ly difficult to distinguish them from those they seek to
personate. J'heir place of warfare is not in the haunts of
vice, but in the heavenly places. Their purpose is not
primarily to brinjc men into sin and crime and sufTerini; here.
They have a far deeper p-npose tliai. ''at. They know
that the link which comiects the Christian with C'hrist and
all ^ooii here and iiereafter is his faith, and therefore they
make their chief assault upon this. They strike at the
vitals, and Iea\e the results to follow. They seek to blind
man's eyes as to the truths of God, and the Cospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ. They labor by every means to substi-

tute something else for the work of Christ as the foimda-
tion of our faith. Or if we will not accept " another >,'-os-

pel," they seek lopul into our minds and hearts doubts as
to the truth of the doctrines of j^race, and of the Hible as
the Word of God. Knterin^'- the sphere of the he -venly

places, they attack the most vital truths that j^-ive us peace
and rest. livery Christijui knoAs what a struggle he has
at times to maint;i-M a sense of the reality of spiritual

I'
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thing-s, especially tliose jjreat and f^^lorioiis truths which
form the body ol this epistle. This is because Satan and
his host of accomplices have access to the mind and heart,
and are continually putting tliou^hts and ftelinjf.s there,
which, if allowed to remain, pervert both faith and reason.
Oh, the wiles and snares of the devil ! And this, too, in

the very sanctuary of heavenly places in Christ. It is a
warfare of faith and not of works, for Satan knows that if

our faith is destroyed, our works will fall as a buildinj^-

whose foundation is removed.
Our adversary is toi> wise to appear as an open teacher

and advocate of sin and irrelij^ion. As an aiii^el of li<^ht

he advocates very much truth. He will foster everything'
that makes for morality and relij,Mon. He will ma^riiify

everything that will serve to quiet the conscience of the
people, and make them satisfied with their religious ob-
servances, so long- as they serve to keep their minds olf
from the real vital and saving truth - the death of Christ
for their sins, and His life in heaven for their righteous-
ness. He will advocate ritualism, morality, and even the
ten commandments, knowing that these are only the
•'ministration of death," for "all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God." He will warn the people
against the horrid devil that he has had set up as a carica-
ture of himselt, to frighten the people into his real deadly
snares.

How ready many people are to follow anything that
has some good in it. If a system app-ars which teaches
morality, ki. dness, good will, and physical ! alth and
purity, and ..> opposed to sin and unrighteousness, thev
are captured at once. They say : "It must be of God,
for God is g^ood, and all good is of God," not knowing
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thai much trood is of the devil. ,',nd used as a bait to j^et
people into hi. snares, and to keep them from the j,^reatest
and only eternal ^'ood

; and that for this very purpose, he
fashions himself into an anj^el o( lit,'ht."

Such is the character of the enemy, and s.>me of his
wiles. So mighty is he. that we should have no power at
all against him. but for the protection and help of our
Ood. It was because our Lord knew all this, that He
prayed for us that we might be kept " from the evil one"
(John 17:15). and taught us to pray. " deliver us from the
evil one " (Matt. 6 : ,3). And for our protection against
such m.ghty foes. Me has provided for us the only ade-
quate armor, which we shall now examine.

2. TiiK Wnoi.K Akmok ov Gon, (vs. 1.V17).

Jnst in proportion as vve appreciate the mightv power
of the adversary, and the inevitable warfare that" is upon us,
shall we with interest study our defense. fr/uwr/hrc take
unto you the ivJwle armor of God, tliat ye may he able to
stand i„ t/,e evit day, and Aav/ni;- done all to stand. VVe
are living in an evil day. Men talk eloquentlv, and with
enthusiasm of the advance of science and the arts o\- civi-
lization which are making the twentieth century so mar-
velous in its acluevements. but viewed from our position
in the heavenly places, it is seen to be a time o( midnight
darkness, through which the "children oi light" havcMo
make their way, surrounded by the "spiritual hosts of
wickedness." intensely determined on their overthrow.
Therefore their only safety is to be covered with the
panoply of (nul.

To illustrate the believer's ec|uipment for the great
conflict, the apostle sets before us the Roman soldier pre-
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pared for battle. Kve.y piece of his armor has its coui'
terpart .n the provision which Co^l has made for our
defense Let us notice the different parts of this armor.

I. Haviufryonr hins ^i^nrl about ivit/i tmlh. The mih"-
t.iry belt was fastened about the waist to hold the .^ar-
nients to^^^ther, and brace up the body for action.'^ Itstands tor f.rmness. co.niction. and resolute decision.
ni.sKsot the first importance in the Christian warfareAnd what ,s i, that ^nves us this? Nothing, ^.ives such
confidence a.Kl assurance as familiarity with' the .neat
truths which God has revealed in His Word, and which
are the Chnst.an's reasons for beinj,- what he is. He who
.s unfamiliar with these, is like a soldier without his
J^.rdle; he ,s weak before the enemy. Therefore the
Chnst.an warrio,^ must be fust of all a diligent student of
the truth,

2. Havin^a on t/n- breastplate of nir/,/eoas„ess. Theenemy will be sure lo strike at the weakest place, espec-
.ally .f this is the yital spot. Nou there is no place wherewe are so weak, as in the matter of rij^^hteousness, and
there ,s nothin^r so yital as this. " Kxcept yav.r ri-dif-
eousness shall exceed the righteousness of the'scribes'lmd
Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter into the kinj,.don, of
heav.n" (Matt. 5:^0). Absolute righteousness is re-
quired, and we have none. Satan sees this, and aims his
arrows at ,t. \U accuses the believer of sin. He points
out to lum his utter unfitness in life and character for fel-
owsh.p with (lod a.ul the holy ones. And how many
knowmj. that the accusation is true, have been overcom'e'

I'or protection aj^^ainsl this, we have provided "the
nj>-hteousness of (iod, which is by faith." and which is
"upona:i them that believe " (Rom. -^:22). This like



'^^
EIMIESIANS:

the soUlie. -s breastplate, covers tl.is weakest and most
v«tal part. It the ene.ny lu.rls our si„ upon t.s, we reply,
U^s ,t ,s true, hut it i, (iod that justif.eth I am made

the n^Wneousness of iJod in Him." The hlou tails upon
oui breastplate, and we are unmoved.

3. A,n/j'o„r/er/ shod with ,hc pnp„n,tio„ of the aosM
'!/ Pe,u-,. The shoes of the soldiers were his prepan.tior,
'^>'- "e march. They were so made as to protect ti,e feet
and lower lindrs. that he mi^ht move with ease and safety
over all kmds of around. idleness is a weak.,ess in the
sokher. I f e is safest when movin^^. -,,,;, j, t,,,^ „j-

^,,^,
t hnst.an.

1 lun.oh he is to " stand in the evil day," he is
.un to be still. „e is to be ever ,oin,. As a preparation
tor this, he ,s put in char-e of the " ^ood tidinj^s of peace

"

to carry to the world. It is not the experience of peace
wh.ch constitutes this part ot the aru,or. but the ^nrspel of
peace the preparation for its proclamation. It is
"at winch n,akes the evangelist a.ul the missionary,
lo hold our ^To.md is not enou^^h. VVe are
stron.^est ai,^.ins. the enemy uhcn nerved up for
the attack. or a-^ressive achievement. We are
best tort.lied in faith and truth when we are spreading
It. I heretore we are to stren-ihen ourselves against the
eneu,y. by heiui^- heralds of the j^ospel of peace.

4- .\hovc nil, fakino thv shich/ of fai/h. The word
used here for '• shield - is not the one which n.eans the
small round shield, bu. ,he lar^e on., which covers almost
the ^entue person. I, is thus "above (or better, ' over ')

all, as u covers and fortifies and protects all the rest It
vvas earned on the left arm, and could be turned in the
dn-ect.on from which the darts of the enemv came. This
IS faith, " the conviction of thing's not seen." If we only
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K^o KI'HKSlANS:

in the clVuac) i>r the piawis ol lUhcrs. Ili>\\ oltcn cKks

he ask those to \vhi>tn he writes, to lielp him l>y their

prayers. It was no mere torm ol words with him when he

said, "pray tor me." S»> liilly cloe> lie believe in the

power of their prayer, thai he sp«.-eilies the ihiiiK"' ihey are

io ask for.

T/iu/ Hlli-rtiiur iiitiy In- i^n'viii unto nic in ,>fnniii_i> tny

moulli. Ihe \\o\s\ ti>r " utteraiue " here is uMi,ili_\ ren-

dered " word." lie asks them to pray that whenever he

opens his mouth to speak, the word may he j;iven him, so

that he ma\ nuiln' kiiovn with holdmss Ihc niys/iry nj ///«•

ffOsfH'l . . . //ill/ //uiriii I niiiy sffid/i as /mlii/y ns I oii^/i/ /o

s/Hii/t. Paul believed that unless the Lord put the ri^hl

words in his miiiilh when he opene*.! it to speak, he should

never be able to speak as he oiij^ht, and ih.il the desired

result would come in answer to their prayers tor him. It

this was so with Paul the mi-^hty apostle, how mueh more

do ministers and evanj^^elists and teachers and personal

workers need the prayers o( Christians, that they may

speak the rij^ht words in the rij,'hl manner? I''ew suspect

how much such prayers have ti> do with the etVectiveness

of the preacher's words, or how much is lost tor the lack

of them. Pray lor the preacher, that the words he speaks

may be (lod's messaj^^e ; that he may be the mouthpiece of

the Holy Spirit, and not utter simply his own thoughts

and opinions.

4. Ci-osiNc; VVoKOs (vs. 21-24).

His letter is r.-JW complete. It only remains for him

to speak a few personal words, and j^ive his bene-

diction. What tenderness does he show in these closing;

words. He realizes, how anxious they will be to know
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how he is lariiiji in Rome, a.ul cspocinllv as thev I.aJ
heard that he was in prison. Many in his condition ivonld
have .v.iich to say in a letter, about his life in prison ; hnl
I'aid harely alludes to it once or luiee. Me says ; Tlnil
you may knoi,. ,„v affairs a,,,/ //,;;,- / ,/„. Tv./,irus, a Inlovid
hrothi-r ami faith/at minislvr /// //„• Lord, shall makr k„u-..u,
inifo you all /Innus. Txchicus u.c ll.c oxw hv « ho.n the
letter was sent to Iheni. a.ul I'aul s;.ys iImI Ik- seni liiniM Ihis wry purposi-, lluil yc „u,y kuow our stah', a,„l tha.
he may nau/orl vnur hearts. \\\ should expect the Chris,
tians in Asi;. would he the ones to s^nd a messenger to
comfort Paul in prison. Hut instead, he is sendinj^ a Iv-
loved brother and companiiin all the was lo Asia to coiu-
fort their hearts in their anxiety ainnil him. Sv< Ik- was
ever thinkin-, Ui)! o| his own, hut ol others' ueltare and
i;i>m(orl.

Then for the last word ,^\ peace and love and faith,
and a prayer that these mi-ht he the -ift fnm, God /he
Falhtr and the LordJesus ( 'hrisl. So I he epistle closes with
th.it name, "which is above every name." and to the
believer, the sweetest name Ih.il ever was uttered by
tonf,'-ue v>l men or ansjeis.

Graee be 7vilh all them that love our Lord Jesus ( V/r/st
/// siueeri/v. Anieu.




