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A NEW-YEAR SONG

When the year is new, my dear,
When the year is new,

Let us make a promise here,
Little I and you.

Not to fall a-quarreling

Over every tiny thing,

But sing and smile, smile and sing,
All the glad year through.

As the year goes by, my dear,
As the year goes by,

Let us keep our sky swept clear,
Little you and I,

Sweep up every cloudy scowl,

Every little thunder-growl,

And live and laugh, laugh anad live,
"Neath a cloudless sky.

When the year is old, my dear,
When the year is old,

Let us never doubt or fear,
Though the days grow cold.

Loving thoughts are always warm;

Merry hearts know ne’er a storm.
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Come ice and snow, so love’s dear glow

Turn all our gray to gold.

January, 1917
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Public Cup and Towel Abolished
in Manitoba

GET IN LINE BY INSTALLING A
SANITARY BUBBLER FOUNTAIN
BECAUSE IT

Is a Fountain of Health.

Requires no cup to drink from.

Keeps the water always fresh and cool.

Uses no more water than a pail and cup.

Furnishes each user an uncontaminated drink.

No germs can get into the water or bubbler.

Is ornamental in appearance, takes up little
room, :

Is a sure protection to the health of the child-
ren.

THE INDIVIDUAL DRINKING CUP
Is easily lost or forgotten.
Is borrowed and loaned among the pupils, thus
” making it a PUBLIC CUP IN REALITY.
" Is wusually dirty from being carried in the
pocket or used in play.
Is a nuisance to always carry or keep where
it can be gotten when wanted.

A Fountain of Health, which gives a fresh,
clean, sanitary water supply at all times.
Your boy or girl is entitled to this protection.

H WRITE TODAY FOR PRICES

PAPER TOWELS

Each Roll holds 150 Towels. This
is the ideal Towel for school use—
cheaper than ordinary Towels. More
convenient and absolutely hygienic.

E. N. Moyer Company Limited

CANADA'S SCHOOL FURNISHERS
315 William Ave., WINNIPEG, Man.

Toronto Winnipeg Edmonton

Kindly mention the Weatern School Journal when writing to Advertisers.
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WHAT VALUE DO YOU PUT ON
" HUMAN LIFE?

W sEas R
NORQUAY PUBLIC SCHOOL
irker Bender Spiral Fire Kscapes.
Spiral Fire Kscapes cost more than Step |

ire Excapes, but there has never been a life lost in a
building

equipped with KIRKER BENDER SPIRAL FIRE ESCAPES

Used on We manufacture
Schools, Hospitals, Hotels, Iro'n :?,nd VSteel W(éli':k il"fsr
Churches, Theatres, KIRKER B]lgl(l)li(li;i-lsg: b:I Sir:toi{lingzj‘s, ’
Ete., Etec. BENDER Coai{iggfss;fl%\;itor
- SPIRAL
FIRE

Agents for

No Stampeding ESCAPES Sovereign Radiators

It bl . Sovereign Boilers
Stumbling ¢ oy, &
No Stumbling, No Falllxlg for Stoam and
Everybody Slides Hot Water

The Vulcan Iron Works, Limited

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA

Kindly mentlon the Western School Journal when writing to Advertisers.
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Something to Remember

in the way of

Supplementary Reading

Prices as low as 5 cents for Illustrated Cloth Bound Books

THE BRIGHT STORY READERS

The beautiful Tales, familiarly spoken
of as Legends, Myths and Stories, that
have come down to us from the old
Greeks and Romans, from the Northmen,
from the times of King Arthur, and
from the Middle Ages, have been retold
in carefully graded story Readers, suit-
ed both in subject matter and difficulty
to the children of the various grades in
Canadian schools.

They start as low as the Primary
Grades, with a dozen delightful stories,
and work up through to the High School
containing in all 118 titles. All are well
illustrated and bound in cloth.

MACMILLAN’S CHILDREN’S
OCLASSICS

The same is true of this series. A
dozen titles for the lowest Primary, and
over 50 titles in all. Very well illus-
trated and cloth bound. Not only the
old tales are retold, but Scott, Dickens,
Alcott, Verne, etc.

THE TINY READERS

Not only are these delightful little
Readers, but the pictures are all in out-
line so that the children can colour them
with erayomns if so desired, full diree-
tions being given for each picture. There
are thirty-eight titles in all, some of
them being children’s classical stories
retold, some original. All cloth bound.

THE PEEPS SERIES

Almost one hundred little books (each
a work of art) in this series take the
child all over the world, to every coun-
try and every city of note. HBach book
contains many full-page illustrations in
colour, and the reading text is always
most interesting.

AN ILLUSTRATED 32-PAGE CIRCULAR, GIVING PARTICULARS OF 500
BOOKS RANGING IN PRICE FROM 5 CENTS UP, WILL
BE SENT ON APPLICATION

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY

70 BOND STREET, TORONTO

Kindly mention the Western School Journal when writing to Advertisers
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Manitoba Medical Gollege

WINNIPEG

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA

34th Session Opened September 20th, 1916

Matriculation into Medicine consists of Parts I and IT
as in Arts and, in addition, the first year in Science
with certain  modifications, as outlined in the
University Calendar.

For Calendar and any further information address

E. 8. POPHAM, M.D. Manitoba Medical College, WINNIPEG

University of Manitoba

WINNIPEG

OFFERS COURSES LEADING TO DEGREES IN ARTS, SCIENCE,
MEDICINE, PHARMACY, LAW, CIVIL AND ELECTRICAL
ENGINEERING AND ARCHITECTURE

The faculty consists of some forty-six professors, lecturers and
demonstrators, and with them are associated the staffs of five affiliated
colleges.

The range and variety of courses in Arts is greater than ever
before and the facilities for clinical work in connection with the
courses in Medicine are surpassed in few institutions on the continent.

For terms of admission, details of courses, informalion
as to fees, etc., apply to

W. J. SPENCE, Registrar University of Manitoba, Winnipeg

Kindly mention the Western School Journal when writing to Advertisers.
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School Teachers

YOUR LAST IMPORTANT DUTY OF THE TERM

May we suggest that before closing your school for the
Christmas vacation you take careful stock of your Maps, Globes
and Supplementary Readers, and have your orders placed in
time for delivery before the schools open in January.

The Maps on our Globes contain—

THE LATEST GEOGRAPHICAL INFOR-
MATION, AND

ARE PRINTED ON HEAVY MAP PAPER
NOT EASILY BROKEN

THE GLOBE BALLS ARE PERFECT IN
CONTOUR AND ARE VERY STRONG
THE MERIDIANS ARE GRADUATED ON
BOTH SIDES, AN UNUSUAL FEATURE
EACH GLOBE IS AGGOMPANIED BY A
TEACHER’S MANUAL

A

Our list of Supplementary Readers is most attractive and
contains much of the best child literature published. We
would be pleased to send deseriptive circulars on receipt of

request. %

‘ . =
W.J.GAGE & CO. Limited.| -

181 Bannatyne Avenue, East ‘%

WINNIPEG %

82.-94 SPADINA AVENUE ~ TORONTO, ONT. %
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Start the
New Year Right

by buying some

PICTURES FOR
YOUR SCHOOL

Write us to send you an assortment of
unframed pictures from which you can
choose as many or as few as you wish.

Richardson Bros.
326 DONALD ST. WINNIPEG

The Silk Market of
Western Canada

The Fine Showing of Silks and Satins
at Robinson’s this season is attracting
widespread attention, not only in Win-
nipeg but in many of the large cities of
the west. Everything new—everything
worthy—everything dependable can be
found in their magnificent New Silk
Department. All Ladies advocate
‘‘Robinson’s for S8ilks’’ because of the
large stock carried, and the reasonable
price at which they are sold.

RDBINSU U-n.d

398-408 Main Street, Winnipeg Man.
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START THE
NEW YEAR WELL

by joining the vast and ever-inereasing multitude of
those who find in Life Insurance the one sure way of
protecting dependent ones—while making timely pro-
vision for their own future at the same time.

Join the ever-inereasing number who have found,
in the Policies of The Great-West Life Assurance Cora-
pany, all that can be desired in profitable Life Insur-
ance,

Thus yon will obtain protection at low cost, and

will secure a share in the remarkable profits that are
being paid to Policyholders of

The Great-West Life Assurance Co.

DEPT. “T”

Head Office: WINNIPEG

In requesting information, ask for a Desk Calendar
for 1917

Kindly mention the Western Schoo! Journal when writing to Advertisers,
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Editorial

University Matriculation

In the University Council a diseus-
sion is under way touching the condi-
tions of matriculation. There is a dif-
ference of opinion as to how many
foreign languages should of necessity
be studied by those entering upon a
University course. The School Journal
wishes to express itself in sympathy
with those who advocate one language
and that optional.

Among the arguments for a single
language are these: 1. Not all pupils
are linguistically inclined. 2. The study
of two languages uses up too much of
the student’s time--probably over one-
half of his time on the average. 3.
There is a consequent lack of balanece.
4. There is a neglect of the practical
branches, so necessary in modern re-
search, and so necessary to true cul-
ture.

Among the arguments for free choice
are these: 1. Latin has no greater cul-
ture value than other languages. 2. Tt
is not demanded by many other univer-
sities. 3. It is not of as great practical
value as a study like French. 4, Ttis a
dead language. 5. It usually leads no-
where—that is, a student studying
Frenech for two years in a university
gets a working acquaintance with the
language, but a student taking Latin
usually has only enough knowledge to
make a hazy guess at the meaning of a
Latin sentence.

One cannot but feel that the reasons
why Latin has been singled out by
many for special distinetion are: 1.
Latin has been considered the badge of
culture, e.g., clergy are distinguished

from most of their flock by the fact
that they can utter Latin phrases and
perhaps quote a Greek phrase or two.
2. Latin was always a University study
and Universities are conservative.

Why should there be only one road
to a University? There are twenty or
more paths after one enters. The ideal
matriculation test should be such as to
permit entrance to the University
students of widely varying eculture.
The fixed course is not fair to the
student nor to society, nor is it to be
defended on pedagogical grounds. The
best course for a student is that which
has best educational and highest prac-
tical value. Such a course may for
some embrace the study of two or three
languages, for more it would mean the
study of only one foreign language, and
that not necessarily Latin. It is not
true that all the cultured men of toQay
have a knowledge of even one foreign
language. We should measure culture
not by studies, but by actunal attain-
ment and power.

The day is coming when one can
matriculate without knowing three
branches of mathematics, or without a
test in history (the test in geography is
now omitted) or without a knowledge
of some other branches. New studies
will receive recognition. Option, within
limits, must take the place of compul-
sion.

It is scarcely to be expected that,
with the University Council constituted
as it is, the course will be altered at the
present time. It will, however, only b'e
a few years until the alteration is
made.
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Praise or Censure

Two teachers in Michigan University
recently made a most interesting ex-
periment. A class of fifty students was
divided haphazard into groups of
twenty-five. The same exercise in
composition was given to each group.
To the first group the teacher said, “‘A
hasty examination shows that you seem
to have done very hadly. Twelve vear
old children could have done better.
You had better write it again.”” To the
second group the teacher said, ““A
hasty examination shows that you
have done remarkably well. Tam going
to ask you to take the test again.”” The
result was that the first group did
no better, in fact they averaged a little
lower. The second group improved
seventy per cent.

Read this, you scolding, fault-finding
pedagogues. Your seolding is not only
discourteous and upladylike, but it
does not pay. No! That is not at
all what should be said to you. Tt will
only make you more pronounced in your
fault-finding. Listen again and take
this other advice. Ye have spoken
kindly to your childven, giving them
every  encouragement and all dune
praise. Continue in that good way, for
verily ye shall win the triple reward—
the thanks of your little ones, their
progress in all their work, and the ap-
proval of your own conscience. And if
you value them at all, you will have a
voice that charms, a brow without
wrinkles, a face that never grows old.

School Failures

There sit before me forty-cight young
people writing on a supplemental ex-
‘amination in arithmetic. Why did
they fail on the mid-summer examina-
tion? Some will say they were lazy,
some will say they have little mathe.
matical ability, some will blame the
papers set at mid-summer, some will
find fault with the teaching. Perhaps
there is something in each of the rea.
sons given, and perhaps there is some-
thing in the complaint that the text-
book is faulty. Tt is with this last
point I wish to deal just now. T am

not going to compare the text with
others built on the same plan, since
all others appear to be built on some-
what the same plan. Probably the
text used in our schools is quite as
good as the best. The point at issue
is whether the plan is not altogether
wrong.

Dr. Dewey has the idea that if a
student comes face to face with a real
life problem, it will suggest to his mind
all the questions that are worth solving.
For instance, if a lad becomes inter-
ested in the erection of a building,
there will be numerous questions touch-
ing the manufacture of brick, lumber,
nails, paint, plaster, ete. There will also
be problems connected with the ex-
penditure of money—paying for ma-
terials, paying wages and the like.
Now problems arising in this way are
real, and every one of them has a mean-
ing. On the other hand problems from
a text-book seem artificial. They come
unsolicited.  There is no setting for
them and, therefore, no reason for at-
tempting to solve them. Frequently
they are misunderstood. TIndeed, in
most cases, when a solution is not found
by a student it is owing to onc of two
causes—inability to wunderstand the
problem or lack of motive.

‘What seems to be required for school
is a series of problems or undertakings
or projeets, that will call forth life in-
terest, and which will serve ag the
ground or basis for composition, arith-
metie, geography manual work and
other aetivities. The lesson should give
way to the oceupation or rather the oe-
cupation should lead to the lesson. Asg
it is, lessons are too detached and mean-
ingless. Questions are thrown at the
student by impersonal beings—the
authors of the texts. They do not rise
up of their own accord, out of experi-
ence. Itisa fair venture to wager that
not fifty per cent. of Grade IX pupils
understand anything about stocks and
shares, even after they have worked
their way through the problems of the
text-book. It was so in my own case.
I knew perfeetly the mathematics of
the thing, but the thing itself—a stock
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certificate—I had never met and would
not recognize if 1 had seen it.

In the class of forty-cight there are
forty girls. Why in the name of com-
mon sense should these people be study-
ing this subject anyway? Are we
arithmetic mad? Will some one please
attempt a justification of things as they
are? If not, shall we not all join in
repeating the words of the prayer
book: ‘“We have taught those things
which we ought not to have taught,
and have left untaught those things
which we ought to have taught—name-
ly, clear speech, good manner, refine-
ment—and there is no health or sanity
in us?”’

Sympathy

The sympathy of the Journal is ex-
tended to all those teachers in a Western
town who recently were attacked by
sudden illness. The exact nature of the
indisposition 1s not known, bl}t the
violenee of the outbreak may be judged
from the fact that about three out of
four were unable to attend the annual
convention which opened on the morn-
ing of December 15. Some teachers
fortunately recovered from the attack
in time to attend the afternoon ses-
sion. Tt is reported that the School
Board has, after investigation, discov-
ered the cause of the disease, and that
it has also found not only a remedy, but
a sure preventive against further out-
breaks.

TIE

The best men in any vocation, whether
it be a trade or profession, arc always
sought for, and command the highest
price. The world is usually a fair judge
of a man’s worth and his market value
tells more closely than any words can
tell how much he is worth to any indi-
vidual or community who may he in
need of services such as he can render.
The man who is not ““appreciated’’ is
a scarce article. The teacher who year
after year drudges through the so-call-
ed duties of school-room life and re-
ceives but condemmation and fault-

UNAPPRECIATED

Skilled labor is always in demand.

TEACHER

finding -where he deserves praise is of
doubtful existence. Could the scales
fall from such a teacher’s eyes, apd
could he see himself as others see him,
he would probably find a more potent
reason than any that has heretofore
suggested itself to his mind for lack (_)f
success and appreciation. If you are
a poor position, do not content yours'(ﬂf
by grumbling at fate and bemoaning
vour unlucky state, but manfully go to
work and fit yourself for a higher
standard in your profession. When
vou will have done this you will at onee
rise to your level, and the position that
vou deserve will be in waiting for you.

HARD TO PRONOUNCE

At the pronouncing contest, held in
a Chicago church, the following sen-
tences were given to contestants for
pronunciation -

The root of the difficulty was a pile
of soot allowed to acecumulate on the
root. '

The rise of the waters has injured the
rice crop, and it may be expected the
price will rise.

He had moved his goods to the depot,
but his friends bade him not to be dis-
couraged, as he would soon be aceli-
mated if he would only stay.

He is an aspirant for Asiatic honors.

The disputants seemed to be conver-
sant with the question, and, if not gqod
finaneiers, they are, at least, familiar
with the problem of finance.

The irrefragable evidence that he was
the sole cause of the altercation indis-
putably fastened on him the responsi-
bility for the irreparable damage.

His conduct was indicatory of the
blatant blackguard, but his complais-
ant coadjutor, with his incomparable
complacency, was even more dangerous.
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Departmental Bulletin

BRITISH SAILORS’ RELIEF FUND

The subscriptious received from the
schools in response to our appeal for
this fund amounted to $2,771.51. Be-
tween six hundred and seven hundred
school distriets forwarded econtribu-
tions, and it is satisfying to note that
among these are a large number of dis-
triets settled by Polish and Ruthenian
peoples. The following letter from the
President of the British Sailors’ Relief
Fund, Manitoba Branch, should be read
to the children:

Jan. 2nd., 1917,
‘‘Hon. Dr. Thornton,
Minister of Education,
Government Buildings,
City.
“Dear Dr. Thornton :—

“Will you please accept from the

members of the General Committee and
from myself, our most sincere and
hearty thanks for the splendid contri-
bution received from the school chil-
dren throughout the Provinee, through
your Department for the TBritish
Sailors’ Relief Fund. The response has
been really splendid and I do not know
how to express our deep obligation to
you for having organized and earried
through this effort for us. I am sure,
too, that the children themselves will
receive almost as much benefit from
their donation as the families of the
Sailors to whom the money is going.

Yours very truly,

W. R. ALLAN,
President.””

SUGGESTIONS FROM THE BOARD OF HEALTH

The following suggestions are made
by the Provincial Board of Health:

Don’ts for School Children

Never spit on slate, a floor, or side-
walk.

Do not put the fingers in the mouth.

Do not pick the nose or wipe the nose
on the hand or sleeve.

Do not wet the fingers in the mouth
when turning the leaves of a book.

Do not put pencils into the mouth or
wet them with the lips.

Do not put money into the mouth.

Do not put pins into the mouth.

Do not put anything into the mouth
except food and drink.

Do not swap apple cores, ecandy,
chewing gum, half eaten food, whistles
or bean blowers, or anything that is
put into the mouth.

Never cough or sneeze in a person’s
face. Turn your face to one side.

Keep your face and hands clean.
Wash the hands with soap and water
before each meal,

Care of the Teeth

This circular is intended to draw the
attention of parents to the importance
of sound teeth in the maintenance of
health.

Neglect of the teeth leads to indiges-
tion, to bad breath, and fo many evils,
which arise from allowing deeaying
teeth to remain uncared for.

Besides the poison from the decayed
tooth itself, the cavitigs which form
are convenient places for the lodgment
of food, which also decays and becomes
poisonous, giving rise to infection, not
only of the mouth, but of the general
system.

It is of equal importance to the child’s
health to preserve and care for his first
as well as his second teeth.
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The first permanent double teeth ap-
pear at the age of six.

There are four of these—one to each
side of both upper and lower jaws—the
sixth from the centre of the jaw.

They are sometimes neglected because
they are mistaken for the first or milk
teeth.

They shonld receive special attention,
because when the milk teeth are falling
out, these first permanent teeth have to
do most of the work.

Much suffering would be prevented
if mothers would train their children to
brush their teeth at least TWICE a
day, with a small soft brush.

A cireular or up and down motion
chould be used, so that every particle
of food may be removed from the gums
and crevices of the teeth.

The teeth should be brushed on both
the inner and outer surfaces.

““Camphorated Chalk’’ is cheap, and
effective to use as a powder.

Remedy for Unclean Heads

When a child is excluded from school
on account of an unclean head caused

by vermin or their eggs, the following
remedies may be used in order to cure
the condition: .

Take half a pint of kerosene oil and
a half pint of sweet oil, mix and satur-
ate the hair and sealp thoroughly with
the mixture. Be careful to avoid contact
with the lamp or other flame,.

Tie the head up in a towel and leave
it over night. Next morning wash the
¢hild’s head with hot water and soap
until the oil has been entirely rempved,
and then dry thoroughly. This will re-
move only the live vermin. In order to
remove the eggs, which are small Wh‘lte
bodies glued to the hair, and which
come to life in a few days, saturate the
hair with vinegar, separate into small
strands and use a stiff brush and a fme
tooth comb or cloth moistened with vine-

ar.

¢ The child may then be sent back to
school and may tell the teacher at the
school just what has been done for the
head; or the parents may send a note
telling just what treatment the child
has had. If the result of the treat-
ment has been satisfactory, the child
may be readmitted to school.

SOME RELAY GAMES

Almost all boys and girls know what
a relay race is. Here are some varia-
tions that furnish fun and exercise.
They make good games to play during
recess at sechool.

In the ordinary relay race the teams
are made up of single runners, and in
every relay there is one runner from
each team. An amusing variation con-
sists in having in each relay two run-
ners from a team, who keep hold of
hands throughout the course, and who
start the next pair of runners from
their team by touching them, or by
handing them objects of some kind.

Both single and double relay races—
triple or quadruple ones, as well, if
there are enough runners—can be con-
tested walking, hopping, or skipping
instead of running. The hard thing is
for two runners or hoppers to keep the

same gait; one is likely to go faster than
the other, and to drag her ‘‘running
mate’’ off her feet. In walking fast,
the temptation is to break into a run.
Running constitutes a foul in a walk-
ing relay race, and the offending team
should be penalized for it in some way
—by losing a point if a score in points
is kept.

This is another variation: Divide the
runners into teams as before, and have
each team choose a captain; mark off a
straightaway course, twenty, thirty,
fifty yards long—as much as you have
room for. The captains stand at the
starting-line, and the other players of
all the teams are lined up at the other
end of the course.

At the starting signal, the captains
run the course; each grasps by the
hand the first runner in her own line,



6 THE WESTERN SCHOOL JOURNAL

and leads her back to the starting-line.
Without stopping, this first runner
leaves the captain there, runs back,
grasps the hand of the second runner in
line, and leads her back over the start-
ing-line. The second runner goes back
for the thivd, the third for the fourth,
and so on, until all the runners have
been led back to the line. To let go of
hands before reaching the goal, or to
start over the line before hands are
joined, is a foul. One point should be
deducted for each offense if you are
keeping a score by points.

Several relay games may be played
with baseballs or tennis-balls, and with
basket-balls. There is the simple ‘‘pass-
ing’’ between two lines competing with
two other lines; ‘‘zigzag passing,”’
““circle passing,”’ and so forth. There
are the well-known Arch Ball Relay,and
Under Feet Relay. In Arch Ball Relay
the ball is passed over the head back-
ward along a line of players standing at
equal distances behind one another.
When the last one in the line gets the
ball, she runs to the front and starts
the ball down the line again as before,
while the other players move one place
back. That is econtinued wuntil the

leader is again in her original place.

Under Feet Relay is virtually the
same, except that the ball is passed be-
tween the feet, instead of over the head.
Tt is good fun to combine the two, pass-
ing the ball first overhead and then
underneath; the players are likely to
get so excited that they forget whether
to reach up or to stoop down.

An interesting relay game is played
on a basketball court. Arrange the
teams as for Arch Ball, but with the
players well spread out over the court,
and with the head of the line near one
of the baskets. Start the ball back over
the heads—or between the feet. When
it comes to the last player, she runs to
the front; but instead of passing the
ball back at once, she tries to put it
through the basket first. In doing so
she may stand anywhere she likes. One
way of playing the game permits her
only one throw at the basket before
starting the ball down the line, and each
basket that she makes scores one point
for her side; but in another form of
game—usually the more exciting of the
two—she must keep trying, and is not
permitted to start the ball back until
she has succeeded in throwing it
through the basket. The team all the
players of which succeed first in mak-
ing a basket wins the game.

Another relay game suitable for girls,
or for boys also, requires skill as well
as speed. The first runner in each line
has a tennis-ball, or a baseball. She
starts at the signal, runs to the finish
line or goal, and from there throws the
ball back to the second runner in her
line. The second runner is expected to
catech it, run to the goal, and throw
the ball back to the third one in the
line. This is repeated until all have
reached the goal. The longer the dis-
tance that the ball has to be thrown,
the harder the game is to play well.

THE SCHOOL GARDEN ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

An association has been formed
known as the School Garden Associa-
tion of America in affiliation with the
National Education Association. Mem-
bership in this association costs twenty-
five cents per year and all members
receive the new monthly bulletin of the
association ealled ‘‘Outdoor Kduea-

tion.”’ This little bulletin will be inter-
esting to teachers in our schools and
will be found very helpful. The Trea-
surer, Mr. John A. Randall, Bureau of
Education, Washington, D. C., will re-
ceive subscriptions. We commend this
to the consideration of our Manitoba
teachers.
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Trustees’ Bulletin

PROVINCIAL

The programme for the Provincial
Convention, to be held in Winnipeg on
Mareh 6-7-8, 1917, we hope will be
ready to be sent out to all the school
distriets by January 15th, next.

A good programme is being prepared
and we trust that every school distriet
in the Provinee will endeavor to have a
delegate attend, and that when the
delegates return home, it will be with a
determination to take more interest in
school matters than ever before, and
do the duties devolving upon them with
greater carnestness and for the better-
ment of conditions in our schools.

ASSOCIATION

Theé following are some of the speak-
ers who are expected to give addresses
at the convention: The Hon. Dr. R.
S. Thornton, Minister of Education;
President .J. B. Reynolds, of Manitoba
Agricultural College; Dr. L. D. Harvey,
President of the Stout Tnstitute, Meno-
monie, Wisconsin; Dr. Jas. C. Miller,
Director of Technical Education for
the Province of Alberta, and others.
Time has also been allotted for vound
table talk on loeal association problems,
and the convention will close with the
Provincial Spelling Contest, which will
be held in the Walker Theatre on
Thursday afternoon, March 8, 1917.

SPELLING

The Executive of the Provineial
Trustees’ Association ha sarranged for
an extension of the ‘‘Spelling Bee’’
conducted in the Winnipeg Schools
each year by the Winnipeg Free Press.

One candidate seleeted from each In-
spectoral Division will compete in the
next contest. Details will be worked
out by the Publie Sehool Tnspectors in
conjunction with the loeal municipal
trustees’  association. Each school

CONTEST

should prepare to enter its candid_ate
in the contest to select the ehan'lplo.n
speller for the municipality in which 1t
is situated. The winners of these loecal
contests will compete for the honour of
representing the division in the final
at Winnipeg. The teachers are urged
to take an active interest in this matter
and to do what they can to make 1t a
suceess.

MUNICTPAL SCHOOL BOARDS
By W. A. McINTYRE

I have been requested to republish
a short article printed a number of
vears ago, when this matter was under
discussion in the province. Though I
could add much to the argument, and
probably might wish to eliminate one
or two sentences, it is thought better
to print the article just as it was:

““Now I am fairly convinced that we
shall never have schools after the new
order until our system of administra-
tion is altered. The greatest barrier

in the way of progress is the continued
existence of the small rural school
board. Tt could well give way to a
board selected from the whole muniel-
pality. There is no reason whatever
why the unit, for the purposes of edu-
cation, should be any smaller than the
unit for other purposes. The good re-
sults that would follow the infroduction
of a municipal board are so many, tl}at
it is surprising that some municipality
does not take advantage of the provi-
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sion in the School Aect permitting its
adoption.

It would be better for the Depart-
ment of Edueation, it would be better
for the people. Such boards could un-
dertake many things that the small
board does not attempt. At present the
country schools are officered by young
ladies without any, or very little ex-
perience. In no other calling is the
direct administration of work left to
those without experience. What is ne-
cessary is the presence in every large
muanieipality or community of a roving
prineipal, as director of all the schools.
He could advise the school board on all
technical matters; could plan school
gardens; select suitable equipment; see
that caretaking and repairs were pro-
perly attended to—in short, he would
be the board’s expert in educational
matters. He could place teachers where
they would be of most use. By con-
stant visitation, and through monthly
gatherings of the staff, he could inspire
and direct and prevent the development
of wrong tendencies. Surely there is
all the difference in the world between
a business that is wisely direeted and
a business that is allowed to run wild
in some of its departments.

““Then, again, every municipality
could arrange for its own High School.
Consolidation on a larger scale would
be possible. It is believed that had
munieipal school boards been in exist-
ence in this province ten years ago,

in one section that could be named
the thirty districts would have natural-
ly reduced themselves to nine consoli-
dated arcas. It was the small school
boards that stood in the way. All were
in favor of the scheme, but there were
a few things the small boards could not
do, but which a central body could have
done in a few minutes.

““Think how boards of this kind, by
grading salaries, could ensure the re-
tention of good teachers, promoting
them from school to school as the re-
ward of good serviece. There is no such
opportunity now, and many teachers
leave their schools just when they are
becoming useful.

‘““How about cost? There is abso-
lutely nothing to be afraid of. It would
be as easy for the Department of Edu-
cation to help school boards to pay su-
perintendents as it is to pay money
directly to school inspectors. In fact,
inspectors would automatically become
superintendents.  The administration
of affairs would be simplified in every
way, and the schools would receive new
dignity. It need hardly be pointed out
that in the purchase of supplies in
wholesale lots and in the employment
of travelling speeialists to introduce
new branches of study something of
great value could be accomplished.”” .

This, of course, is but the barest out-
line of an argument, but it is enough
to show that the present system has
many disadvantages.

MINNEDOSA BOYS’ AND GIRLS’ FAIR

By J. P. BORTHISTLE
Organizer and Secretary, Minnedosa

The second annual fair of the Boys’
and Girls’ Club was held in Minnedosa
on October 27 last, under the auspices
of the Agricultural College, the same
being a decided success, for although a
blinding snowstormn ruled that day
many of the exhibitors drove a distance
of some 15 miles.

This organization resulted from my
attendance at your Trustee Convention
held in 1915 in Winnipeg, when, on
hearing your speaker on the subject, 1

felt it was the one link needed to join
that great chain, home, school, teacher,
and, in faet, the whole community
closer together, beside affording the
several children who take part pleasure
closely related to the work, and the best
methods to adopt for their future wel-
fare.

Mr. Newton, Superintendent Exten-
sion Service Manitoba Agricultural Col-
lege, kindly consented to address a
meeting in our school house, when we
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decided to organize, and since then 1
have had the pleasure of holding meet-
Ings in several districts, with the result
that we now have thirteen schools in-
cluded within a radius of thirteen

miles, with an enrolment of some 250
children.

I have found difficulty with some of
the teachers at first, they being of the
opinion that their time was already too
limited for their work, but this idea
vanishes as, without exception, they
find that the work creates greater in-
terest in the school, that the parent,
child and school are brought closer to-
gether, and that the praectical work af-
fords the best possible material for
arithmetie, nature study, spelling, and
many other studies, and we have proved
(the teachers and parents admitting)
that better work has been done in the
schools which have taken this branch
of study up.

Our eduecation of the past has had the
tendency to draw our children from the
farm home to seck their imaginative
future in the great cities, and the edu-
cation which should have been in
agricultural pursuits has been in the
pursuit of agriculturalists.

Our children should be taught that
there are great openings and possibili-
ties for the boy of thought and perse-
verance, and that the farmer needs as
much education for his profession (for
so it must be rightly ealled) as is
needed for any found in the ecities; and
without doubt the work of the Boys’
and Girls’ Club is the rudiment of this.

The several contests have each their
attraction for the children, and in each
they learn lessons of great value; for
instance, as onr best breeders of today
gaze on an animal true to type, of great
conformity, and almost perfect in ap-
pearance, of their own produection, their
eyes are filled with satisfaction. No less
is the child, be it boy or girl, although
only 10 years of age, as they gaze oun
the flock of tiny pure bred chickens,
which they handle with the tenderest
care, and which are the result of their
three weeks waiting, their hearts being
filled with satisfaction as they realize

that they are proud owners of such a
beautiful family. So also is the case of
the child who brings the tiny six-weeks-
old pig to such a high state of perfec-
tion as was displayed at our last fair
(for which many an older person might
and has well taken lessons) and the pos-
session of these articles means more to
the children than perhaps we, as par-
ents, can understand.

Besides ownership, the numerous
prizes offered encourage that spirit Qf
competition so much needed for the}r
future life, and as they receive their
prizes, be they never so small, the child
feels well repaid for all the work that
has been done, and has fostered, uncon-
seiously perhaps, that spirit of com-
petitive emulation; he wants to do
better than the other.

As trustees, we accept an office of
great responsibility for our children,
and if we really believe, as we often
say, that the children are the greatest
asset our provinee has (and surely they
are) then why not let us do all in our
power to encourage this great under-
taking, which is only in its primitive
state, and to which there are unlimited
possibilities and eountless value, for our
future men and women, who are
needed to fill the many offices, are
among them. '

The exhibits displayed in the Ar-
moury were very numerous, including
150 pens of poultry, 15 porkers, some 5
bags of mammoth potatoes, 40 samples
of delicious home cooking, 15 collections
of canned peas and beans, also pre-
served wild fruits, 10 samples of wheat,
60 exhibits of girls’ sewing, ete.; 30
entries in school work, consisting of
writings and drawings, and a number
of specimens of carpentry work. )

These were surrounded throughout
the day by a hustling erowd of pleased
school children, proud of their handy-
work, with proud parents, pleased with
their children, and with visitors de-
lighted with the sucecess of the fair. It
was evident that the boys’ and girls’"
fair was not only of interest to the
pupils, parents and trustees are all
was of real educational value, possibly



10 THE WESTERN SCHOOL JOURNAL

the best means yet devised of impart-
ing the rudiments of a training in agri-
culture, The faect that the teachers,
pupils, parents and trustees are all
actively interested and devoting their

energies along specific lines of voca-
tional training must necessarily lead to
inereased knowledge, increased effi-
ciency and increased power.

HOLLAND SCHOOL FAIR

The second annual exhibition of work
done by pupils of the Holland School,
both High and Publie, was held on Fri-

day afternoon, November 17, in the -

spacious auditorium. which presented
a gay appearance with its handsome de-
corations of flags; with the children’s
handiwork, tastefully arranged on its
walls; with its centre furnished as a
tea-room with dainty ecovered tables
brightened by bouquets of hlossoms and
ferns,

The weather of the ““Queen Kind’’
had enticed many to visit the show, and
a ¢rowd of interested and appreciative
relatives and friends thronged the
rooms. The exhibition was remarkable
for the ¢uantity, the variety and the ex-
cellent quality of the specimens, shown.
Grades T and IT proved a most attraec-
tive and much admired collection of the
youngest students’ efforts in—

1. Weaving—Mats of pretty pat-
terns and colors.

2. Knitting—Dolls’
muffs.

3. Outlining figures of hirds and
animals.

4. Drawing, coloring, and cutting-
out (the Duck family, a cute group).

5. Modelling in plasticine.  Some
of the models were exquisite in design
and skilful in formation. The little
modellers (girls) showed decided talent
and delicacy of touch in the econstrue-
tion of flowers and fruit, such as the
lily, daisy, grapes.

The boys chose logging chains, har-
rows, tennis rackets, ladders, as models,
which were of good shape and well
finished.

Grades TII and IV also came in for
their share of praise for their generous
array of raffia mats, frames, hats, bags.
One of binder twine was most ingeni-
ous in conception.

scarves and

All sewn garments of various kinds
were well done—pillow eases, aprons,
eaps, hemstitched handkerehiefs, needle
books, arm bands, pin cushions and
knitted scarves, all bearing evidence
of the careful work of the young sew-
ers.

(rades V. to XT. These grades’ dis-
play included many specimens of
numerous objeets:

1. Map drawing, both plain and
colored. Very neat and noted for ac-
curacy of outline and details, Some
colored ones finer in tone than others.

2. Drawing and coloring. This
class possessed some good examples.
Shows considerable ability in the young
artists. The girls espeecially had some
well executed sketches of nature ob-
ieets, leaves, flowers. The boys favored
flags, of which some were very well
drawn and colored.

3. Papers illustrating methods of
bookkeeping, of working geometry
problems and specimens of writing
were very neat.

4. Blackhoard drawings were char-
acterized by boldness and clearness, and
had lucid explanations in capital “‘let-
tering.”” A, Diagrams illustrating
experiments in  chemistry. B. Dia-
grams of hotanical geology, growths
and formations.

5. Woodwork. This elass had in it
some fine troughs, ladders, tables,
hook racks, test tube holders, gates,
puzzles, towel rollers, ete., well made,
well  finished and a eredit to the
makers,

6. Vegetables. Disappointing sec-
tions as to quantity of exhibitors, only
two or threc with garden produce, but
they had fine potatoes, carrots, and
vegetable marrows,

7. Poultry. Only one exhibition of
poultry, one kind, Plymouth Roecks.
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Considering this is an agricultural dis-
T_rict, one looks for results along such
lines as poultry raising, stock feeding,
cte.  Boys in the rural districts have
more opportunities for these branches.
We shall look for big inerease in these
classes next year.

The “‘Ottawa Iiles,”’ containing re-
cords of daily work of grades, proved
most interesting and must be of im-
mense value to principal and parents in
estimating the advancement of the
pupils. One regretted that more time

could not be given to the examination
of these.

Sewing and Knitting. The girls of
this grade had some excellent speci-
mens, illustrating wmany kinds of
stitches used in plain and fancy work.
One saw tatting, crocheting, hairpin
embroidery, hemstitching, ete., freely
used in such garments as petticoats,
sets of underclothing, corset covers, set
of apron, cap, sleeves.

These garments had all been beauti-

fully laundered also. The socks,
searves, mitts were destined for our
brave boys in the trenches and hospitals
to add to the comfort of those who, per-
haps, would never come back to the
town. Truly patriotic work!

B. Preserves. Only one exhibit.

C. Cooking. The table held many
lovely light cakes, small and large, tea
rolls; some excellent bread, all made
by girls varying in age from 7 years
upwards.

The Candy Stall, beautifully decor-
ated and econtaining much delicious
sweet stuff, was most conspicuously
placed to meet the eye of the candy-
lover. The stall holders did a splendid
business; took in $9.40.

The 4 o’clock tea, arranged and pro-
vided for by elder girl students, proved
a great boon to the visitors. Sum real-
ized, $30.00, which, with profits from
the candy stall, will be devoted to
school purposes.

CARMAN SCHOOL FAIR

Although in October the Boys’ and
Girls’ Clubs held their fair for the first
time at Carman, yet everything went
with such a snap and a vim that the
fair was undoubtedly a true success.
Early in the morning, the people began
to arrive. In spite of a beautiful day
in the busiest time of the year, many
farmers left their work and brought
their children. The consolidated
schools sent all their pupils in vans. By
afternoon the crowd surpassed that of
the famed first of July fair.

The fair was held at the Carman
school. The eight grade rooms, with
their flower-filled windows, their bright
decorations, and their variety of work
originally displayed, were a revelation
to those accustomed to visualize a
school room, cheerless, bleak, forbid-
ding. In the high school rooms were
the exhibits in charge of high school
girls. In one room were exhibits of
cake, pie, preserves, ete., in another
composition, writing, wood-work; in

the third, sewing, needle-work and
basketry. On the third floor were the
vegetables. There is no doubt the ex-
hibits were good. For instance, when,
in the afternoon, there came the frantic
appeal, ¢‘The exhibits are being eaten,”’
the culprits were discovered to be, not
boys, but staid fathers and dignified
mothers. Not a person had resisted
the appeal of some baking powder bis-
cuits made by a third grader. By the
way, the first prize in cake and pie was
won by a seven-year-old. Outside were
the poultry and hogs, and these were,
of course, the centre of attraction all
day, as they had been the subject of
conversation all summer and fall. Most
of the children had borrowed the
money in the spring to start business;
and when, in the afternoon, some of
the pigs were auctioned off, one little
fellow, who had borrowed $6 in . the
spring, received $60.

In each contest the prizes were eash.
There were in most sections, five prizes,
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ranging in value from a dollar down to
twenty-five cents. However, in several
contests, the first prize was $3; and in
others there were ten prizes. The
money was obtained in various ways,
from personal eontributions, from small
entrance fees, from grants. Much of
the eredit for the financing of the fair,
as well as for the preliminary planning,
is due to the manager of the Canadian
Bank of Commeree.

The morning was spent in arranging
the exhibits, which arrived by automo-
bile, wagon, wheel-barrow and cart, in

inspecting them and in visiting the Car-
man school. In the afternoon there
were the general contests in reading,
drawing, singing and drill. A special
feature was the drill by the Carman
Cadets. There was the auction, an im-
promptu football mateh, and by that
time the judges were ready. All day
the Carman girls served lunch in the
library. Sueh was the day. Although
every one worked and worked hard, it
was the truc interest, the enthusiasm
of the parents which made the Carman
fair a true success.

SOIOOL TRUSTEE LOCAL ASSOCIATION CONVENTIONS

Gladstone ... January 23
Arden ... .. ... January 24

Neepawa . ~. January 25
Minnedosa ... January 26

Birtle .o February 6
Shoal Lake .. February 7
Stratheona . ... February 8
Basswood ...........February 9

SCHOOL GOVERNMENT

The -following principles are adapted
from Bentham, who, first among Eng-
lish lawyers, enunciated the basis on
which all governments should be ad-
ministered:

Limits of Control

1. Authority exists for the benefit of
the pupils.

9. Restraints should be as few as pos-
sible.

3. Duties and offences should be
clearly expressed.

4. Offences should be graduated ac-
cording to degree. i

5. The teacher should observe due
formality in exercising authority.

6. The teacher should avoid ocecas-
ions of disorder by organization.

7. Those in authority should eculti-
vate a benign character.

8. Reasons for diseipline should be
made intelligible.

9. Punishments should be regulated
according to certain prineiples, as—

a. The punishment should be such
as is best adapted to the offence.

b. Never punish in anger.

¢. Except in extreme cases, never
administer eorporal punishment
without the consent of parents,
ete.

Measure of Punishment

1. Tt should not outweigh the profit
of the offence.

2. The sensibility of the offender
should be considered.

3. Tn case of two offences, the pun-
ishment should be such as to make the
less preferred.

4. The punishment should not be
greater than is needed.

5. The greater the offence, the great-
er the expense it is worth while to be
at in the way of correction.

6. The punishment must be increased
as it falls short of certainty.

7. When the offence indicates a habit,
the punishment should be adjusted to
counteract that habit.

8. Tn adjusting the measure, account
should be taken of the circumstances
that render all punishment unprofit-
able.

9. In administering punishment, omit

all those things that do more harm than
good. .
All the motives that result in a given
offence may not be observed at a glance
and readily referred to a classified list,
and the means and measure of correc-
tion are not always obvious.
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Special Contributions

THOSE MAPS

I was glad to see your article on map
drawing in the High Schools. I am
now trying to teach, and there is never
a day that T do not wish T had more
geography, oral composition and Eng-
lish history instead of the Algebra,

grammar and Latin that took‘so much
of my time. Maybe if I had not gone
out as a teacher I would not have felt
the loss so much. I think teacher"s
should have a special training for their
work,

ENGLISH FOR THE NEW ENGLISH
W. A. McINTYRE

Six little children come to school.
Not one of them ecan read and not one
of them ean speak English. Inside of a
year they will be able to read simple
lessons quite readily and speak English
with some degree of fluency. The
teacher who would be successful will
follow some such plan as the following :
A. Teaching to Speak.

The first step is to make the pupils
familiar with a number of names of
objects. The teacher may begin with
such words as boy, girl, coat. dress,
book, chair, door, window. In every
case it is onmly necessary to say the
word distinetly two or three times
when pointing to the object, and to
cncourage the pupils to imitate the
sound. The lessons may take the from
of a game, pupils trying to outdo each
other in giving correct names to ob-
jeets. The teacher for her own guid-
ance will naturally proceed systemati-
cally, elassifying the objeets after some
fashion, such as, (1) People--teacher,
scholar, boys, girls. (2) Dress—coat,
skirt, boots, ribbon. (3) Furniture—
desk, chair, table, picture. (4) Sup-
plies—hook, slate, pen, peneil, paper.
(5) Parts of room—wall, ceiling, door,
window, floor, blackhoard. (6) Things
to eat and drink—bread, water, milk
butter.  Lessons on the playground
will at this stage be even better than
lessons in school. Such terms as the
following will be easily taught: Play,
game, ball, bat, rope, sand, wood, board.

When a number of nouns have been
learned, attention may be given to
verbs. Here the words are tanght by
action—run, walk, sit, stand, hop,
laugh, speak, sing, dance, ete.

Next adjectives may: be taught ob-
jectively, and sentences or phrases
used, e. g, a red ball, a white ball; a
big book, a small book; this boy, that
Doy : a short stick, a long stick, and the
numerals one to ten. A few leading
adverbs may be taught similarly.

Prepositions can also bhe taught by
action games, c.g., Put the pen on the
table, the book wunder the table, the
hat on the tray; Touch Tom’s coat,
Mary’s dress, ete. ]

There will be some difficulty with
the pronouns and it will be'well' to
leave these until later. Conjunections
will not be needed for a time and they
will appear as power to construct sen-
tences is developed. Interjections w1_11
be learned readily enough, th.e few in
common use being so expressive as to
demand attention. .

Now it is unnecessary to say that in
teaching the words noun, pronoun, ete.,
are never used. The terms are used
here only as a convenience. All through,
the teacher will keep in mind the needs
of her pupils. Therefore, she will go
outside of the sechool for material, For
example, as soon as the simple school
voeabulary is under way there Will.b.e'
words selected bearing on home activi-
ties. Thus we have farm animals, im-
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plements, tools, kitchen terms, bed-
room terms, food terms, ete., also verbs
used frequently on the farm, such as
sow, reap, plant, feed, bake, sew, milk,
churn, ete.

Throughout all the lessons not one
word need be spoken other than Eng-
lish. Pupils must be trained to in-
dependence and self-reliance. In one
way it is an advantage for the teacher
to be completely ignorant of the native
tongue of the pupils.

At the end of a few months a review
conversation or game like the following
is quite possible:

Good morning, Tony!

Good morning, Miss Ray!

Shake hands with me, Tony.

Shake hands with Tom.

Tom! bring a chair for Tony.

Tony! bring a chair for Tom.

‘What words did you learn yesterday,
boys?

((Here the boys name the words.)

When did you get up this morning?

What did you do at home?

Name some things you had for
breakfast. !

Tell what you saw on the way to
school.

Here are some flowers, tell me the
colors you see.

What other colors do you know?

Who has a red ribbon, a blue eoat?

What colors are on the flag?

‘What shape is the flag?

What other shapes do you know?

Tony! can you count up to twenty ?

Tom! walk to the window, to the
table, to the door.

Tom! tell everything Tony does
(here he places book on table, stands
on one foot, raises the window, rings
the bell, ete.)

Thank you, Tony! Thank you, Tom!

Would you like another lesson, boys?

Yes, Miss Ray, if you please.

As the children grow in power to
carry on conversation an effort is made
to still enrich their voecabulary. by
visits to the woods, the fields, the
slough. the store, the post-office. The
value of the picture-book is found at
this time. There is nothing better than
a serap-book full of pictures. Cata-

logues from the departmental stores
and the implement dealers and farm
journals are particularly suitable. Con-
versation and action, plays and con-
tests, are particularly desirable all
through. That is remembered which
has an emotional setting.

B. Teaching to Read.

After pupils have a little speaking
vocabulary, or with older pupils, as
they are acquiring such vocabulary,
the work of reading may be attempted.
The method will be very similar to that
adopted in teaching English-speaking
children. The written names cor-
responding to objects or actions are
placed on the board. These names are
remembered in the ordinary way. Here
it will be of value if the teacher writes
or prints the names of things on ob-
jects in the school room. In this way
self-teaching is possible.  Pictures,
color-charts, objects may all be labelled
in a very short time, and the teacher is
wise who will use this device, for she
will save herself many hours of tedious
repetition.

After a short time phonics may be
introduced. The method suggested in
the hand-book to the Manitoba Read-
ers is as good as any. In a very short
time pupils will acquire power of word-
mastery and board-reading and book-
reading may be introduced.

(Care should be taken that every
word met in reading has a meaning for
the pupils. There is great danger that
with older pupils, who have mastered
phonies, reading should become mere
word-naming. Por that reason lessons
in speaking arc much more important
at first than lessons in reading. There
are other reasons also for emphasizing
training to speak in English. It 1is
through the children that the pareunts
are to be Canadianized. The teacher
would be wise to use in speaking and
reading lessons words that will be
used in intercommunication in the
home. Probably the vocabulary will
differ in different schools. For that
reason, spontaneous productions are

better than lessons derived from a

book. There is no book printed which
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1s suitable to the elementary schools in
Manitoba. For work with older pupils
Mr. Sisler’s book is very suggestive.

C. Teaching to Write.

After pupils can speak a little and
read a little, attention may be given to
composition. Tt is scarcely necessary
to say that the best forms are letter-
writing and simple narrative or des-
eription.

It is simply marvellous what non-
English pupils who have a desire to
learn the speech of Canada and who
have no distractions in the way of

picture-shows, and the like, will do in
the course of half a year. Teachers
will  expeet occasional “break,ﬁ.”
Wrong words and faulty construction
will be common, but these are only to
be expected. They are not to be
langhed at. All written work, or at
least samples of it, should be preserved
for purposes of comparison.,

There is no greater work, and none
that will count for more to the pupils
and to the nation than this work of
teaching the childven of the mnon-
English to speak, read and write the
language used by Canadians,

“BLOCKHEADS!”’
R. W. DUNLOP, Hilton, Man.

In the December issue of the Journal
a teacher requests that some onc write
an article on how to teach ‘‘dullards.’’

In discussing this subject, we are
brought at once to the question, ““ What
1s a blockhead?’ A ‘‘blockhead’’ is
neither a mental defective nor an idiot ;
neither is he a lunatic nor a vietim of
eriminal environment. Being none of
these, he must be a person of normal
mentality—in some degree. And be-
ing of sane and sound mentality, how
is it that he is called a ‘“‘blockhead?’’
The name ““bloekhead’’ (or “dullard’)
Is a schoolmaster’s term, having rather
a wide application. As a rule, how-
ever, it is applied (and derisively, too)
to any pupil who does not show much
aptness in the mental gymnasties
‘necessary to make the programme of
studies for schools look reasonable.
Briefly, it is but one more illustration
of the well-known round peg and
square hole.

Schoolmasters are prone to venerate
two things, to wit: (1) The programme
of studies as set forth by the Advisory
Board; and (2), their own time tables.
Both of these are well enough as far
as they go—being nothing more than
guides to inexperienced teachers. But
when any teacher tries to fit either one
or both of these arbitrary expedients
upon the minds of each and every
pupil in exactly the same way, ‘‘block-

heads’’ are hound to be found among
the vietims. All praise to the block-
heads! May their tribe increase! May
they spring up like mushrooms in the
night, till teachers are jarred out of
the rut; till teachers, in sheer se]‘f-
defence, are compelled to study chil-
dren, not as grist for the mill, but as
groping, trusting, wondering, living
human beings first, last, and all the
time. o

A blockhead is only a boy or girl in
the wrong place. The remedy evidently
lies in physicing the place.

We are an agricultural people, an.d
our boys and girls are produects of their
agricultural  environment. In our
schools we place this product under a
system of studies designed to lead_lts
vietims, step by step, to the University.
By so doing we practically assume that
the best way to educate an agr’icul.tqral
people is to prepare it for law, medicine,
or theology. So our schools plunge
blindly along the trail marked out lead-
ing to the professions, while our people
ery out that their children are not
learning anything useful; and that our
young men and girls ever turn yearn-
ing eyes cityward. They all do so, all
but the ‘‘blockheads!’”” Good old
blockheads! You stay at home on the
good old farm, and turn the good pld
furrow, and feed the good old pigs.
You stay where you belong, and where
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seventy-five per cent. of those in the
professions also belong—and  where
they would be happier too.

If we could get a little more praetical
knowledge—sewing, earpentering, iron-
working, book-keeping, gardening, bee-
keeping, into our schools, and less
theory and abstraction and nonsense,
we would find few, if any, blockheads.
If any real dullards were then found,
the fact could then (as it may possibly
now) be attributed to one of the fol-

lowing:

A. Inherited mental weakness.

B. Tllness (teeth, eyes, adenoids,
cte.)

C. Lagziness.
D. Cigarette smoking.
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E. Seeret vice (masturbation).

With the purpose of discovering and
dealing intelligently with any of these,
medical inspeetion of all pupils twice a
year is necessary.

Tn conclusion, will say that during
twelve years of teaching I never saw a
blockhead (using the popular meaning
of the term). A girl who could not
““do’’ arithmetic eould ““do’’ preserves
beautifully. A boy who could not
learn grammar eould build a henhouse.
We want, and need, women who can
“do’" preserves and bake good bread.
The man who can build a bridge or run
an cngine will perform as useful a ser-
vice to the state as will the man who
can make a pill, or draw up a will.

LEARNING FROM OTHERS

Recent Surveys—Boise, Idaho

This survey was made in 1912 by
Profs. Elliott, Judd and Strayer-—three
very competent men. It is on the whole
very complimentary. Commendatory
reference is made to the programme of
studies, supervision, teaching staff,
classifieation. Which is better—a school
struction, and community operation.

Among the suggestions made are the
following:

1. That the eighth grade be eliminated.

This raises the whole problem of
classifieation. 'Which is better a school

organized on the basis of eight years in
Elementary and four years in the High
School, or seven years in the Element-
ary and five years in the High School?
Manitoba has made it eight years and
three years. Probably a better arrange-
ment would be 6—3—3, the middle
figure representing a course in an In-
termediate School. The worst thing
that could happen most children is to
change suddenly from direction of one
teacher to direetion of a dozen.

2. That the work of the supervisory staff be
developed by (1) continuing and exchanging ex-
hibits of school work; (2) by demonstration les-
sons; (3) the co-operatlon of teachers in the
making of courses of study.

Do you think we shall ever get a right
programme until the actual tcaching
staff takes part in preparing or, at least,

adapting the programme of studies?
These programmes ‘‘dictated from
above,”” and filled in with minute direc-
tions, surely have a tendenecy to dis-
courage initiative and spontaneity of
expression in both teachers and pupils.
The ideal teacher is not a machine, but
a living force. If she is robbed of her
personality, her individual freedom
within established limits, she becomes
worse than useless as an educator.

3. That special classes for slow and back-
ward children be established

The article in last issue on Waste in
edueation illustrated this point. Tt is
reasonable to yoke blood horses and
oxen together as to yoke bright, alert
pupils and dull, semi-stupid plodders.

Bridgeport, Conn. (1912)

This survey was conducted by Super-
intendent Van Sickle, of Springfield,
Leonard P. Ayres and others. The re-
port deals with finance, organization,
sehools in relation to community life,
teaching of various branches. Among
the recommendations the following are
worthy of comment:

1. All nominations of teachers should be
made by the Supetrintendent of Schools. The
Board’s function here is to accept or to reject.

Tt is most unrecasonable to ask a
director of education to work with a
staff whose efficiency he doubts. The
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laws of general business management
are safe to follow in the business of
teaching. Fvery head of a department
should be trusted to name his assistants.
Trustees in some distriets in Manitoba
might consider this suggestion .

2. According to generally accepted standards
too few children in the elementary grades are
making either rapid or normal progress. Both
retardation and elimination are excessive. In
the 5th grade 59 per cent. of all pupils are over
age, and 51 per cent. of all pupils enrolled have
left school before reaching the 6th grade.

Here is a good test of school effi-

cieney. There is something wrong in
attendance, teaching, classification,

system of promotion, or general intelli-
gence of a community when things are
like this. Every teacher would do well
to make a test in his own school. Why
are there laggards? Ts it the pupil’s
fault or the fault of the teacher or the
programme? This question deserves
special attention.

3. After the general education has been taken
care of, there should be provided for the boys
in the last two or three vears of the elementary
school, opportunities for training in a number
of llnes of practical work for the purpose of
develop{ng broad, industrial intelligence under
the guidance of competent teachers, and to
assist in the choosing of a life work.

This should be a rule in all Manitoba
towns and cities. It will cost money to
do work of the kind, but it will cost
much more not to do it. TUnless the
work in school connects with the work
.outside there is something amiss. Edu-
cation is more than book study. Tt
should he—participation in life and
preparation for life.

4. General education for girls should be sup-
plemented in the last two or three years of the
elementary school by opportunities correspond-
ing to those proposed for boys and by practical
training in cooking, sewing, dressmaking, mil-
linery, marketing, keeping of household ac-
counts, sanitation and hygiene, for the purpose
of helping them to an understanding of the
principles of homemaking. -

This recommendation follows from
the last, and it is much casicr to make
the necessary provision. Were such
courses provided, many girls would at-
tend schools for two years longer.

5. The methods and processes employed in
industrial courses should be organized about the
making of useful projects, rather than abstract
exercises which result in a mere waste of ma-
terial of scrap.

What a rap at some of the ghastly
attempts in manual training. Why
should a boy make impossible soap-
holders when he might be making
a needed door for a hen-house?

A book like 7
should be in every teacher’s hand.

6. The work in English lacks unity. ‘{?‘pell-
ing, punctuation and technical gru‘mmagd art‘g
taught as ends in themselves, not as aids
self- ‘ession. i . .
Seu"l‘g)(:pzfourse of study in English is indefinite
and general. Technical grammar is given
more time than composition.

Would not this recommendation be
in ovder in Manitoba? Are not gpeak-
ing and writing neglected? I-s lt.t.he
system of examinations or the 111a})111ty
of teachers that places emphasis on
form rather than content?

St. Paul, Minn. (1913)

This survey was made by the Bureau
of Municipal Research of New York
City. It enquired into organization,
finance, vecords, teaching, The report
was, on the whole, commendatory. The
following recommendations are note-
worthy:

1. In two rooms some children could reach
the floor with their feet when sitting. In ngt
a single room visited were seats properly ad-
justed to all pupils.

Kindly take a look at your classes to-
morrow and examine the seating of
pupils one by one. This is not a matter
of secondary importance. Let one or
two lessons in arithmetic go if you like,
but see that the bodies and health of
the pupils arc not being injured be-
vond all hope of recovery.

2. In two of the buildings visited meetings
of all teachers and principal are held regularly
and are made the occagion for carefully going
over school problems that all teachers are in-
terested in. Meetings with groups of teachers
having common problems are held as frequently
as needed, and experience meetings are held
every six weeks, when each teacher relates facts
that show defects in instruction and discipline.
These are considered and discussed. Frequent
conferences with individual teachers are held by
the principal to work over special problems.

This is altogether praiseworthy. Is
every school in Winnipeg and in other
Manitoba towns alive to its oppor-
tunitics? Why should not trustees and
parents be present at meetings occa-
sionally ?

New York City

This famous survey was made in 1913,
It was under the direction of Prof.
Hanus, of Harvard, and he was assisted
by ten specialists. The survey was
thorough, as is evident from the fapt
that it cost over $90,000 to complete it.
Among the recommendations the fol-
lowing by the Committee on School In-
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quiry are worthy of special considera-
tion:

1. The course of study in all schools should
be organized around human problems and made
simple' and elastic enough to permit of differ-
entiation to meet the needs of different nation-
alities and groups.

The content of the course of study should
be made as practicable as possible, and special
attention should be given to the development
of commercial, industrial and vocational sub-
Jects, emphasizing the larger and more import-
ant aspects of industrial and  commercial
activities.

3. The Board of Education should make a
careful investigation to ascertain whether cos-
mopolitan or composite high schools offering
geveral different courses of study, or, small high
schools with differentiated curricula should be
developed.

4. The Board of Bducation attendance de-
partment should adjust its work so as to main-
tain discipline and control school attendance
:vithout resorting to police methods in checking
‘ruancy.

These recommendations need no com-
ment. A long article in the October
number of this journal deals at length
with these recommendations.

It is interesting to know that in 1914
a reply to the report of Dr. MeMurray
on the work in the schoolrooms was
prepared by a committee of superin-
tendents. Their temper and belief were
well expressed in this eoncluding state-
ment:

“The whole inquiry with reference to the
teaching and supervision of Elementary schools
is a set of opinions backed by guesses and as-
sumptions.”

And there you are.

WHEN THE MINISTER COMES TO TEA

Oh! they’ve swept the parlor carpet, and they’ve dusted every chair,
. And they’ve got the tidies hangin’ jest exactly on the square;

And the what-not’s fixed up lovely, and the mats have all been beat,

And the pantry’s brimmin’ over with the bully things ter eat;

Sis has got her Sunday dress on, and she’s frizzin’ up her bangs;

Ma’s got on her best alpacky, and she’s askin’ how it hangs;

Pa has shaved as slick as can be, and T’'m rigged way up in G.—

And it’s all because we’re goin’ ter have the minister ter tea.

Oh! the table’s fixed up gaudy, with the gilt-edged chiny set,

And we’ll use the silver tea-pot and the comp’ny spoons, you bet;

And we're goin’ ter have some fruit-cake and some thimbleberry jam,

And ‘‘riz biscuits,”’ and some doughnuts, and some chicken, and some ham.

Ma, she’ll ’polergize like fury and say everything is bad,

And ““Sich awful luck with cookin’,”” she is sure she never had;

But, er course, she’s only bluffin’, for it’s as prime as it can be,

And she’s only talkin’ that way ’cause the minister’s ter tea.

Everybody’ll be a-smilin’ and as good as ever was,

Pa won’t growl about the vittles, like he generally does,

And he’ll ask me would I like another piece er pie; but, sho!

That, er course, is only manners, and ['m s’posed ter answer ““No.’’

Sis’ll talk about the ehurch-work and about the Sunday-school,

Ma’ll tell how she liked that sermon that was on the Golden Rule,

And if T upset my tumbler they won’t say a word ter me:—

Yes, a boy can eat in comfort with the minister ter tea!

Say! a minister, you’d reckon, never’d say what wasn’t true;

But that isn’t so with ours, and I jest can prove it, too;

’Cause when Sis plays on the organ so it makes yer want ter die,

Why, he sets and says it’s lovely; and that, seems ter me, ’s a lie:

But I like him all the samey, and I only wish he’d stay

At our house fer good and always, and eat with us every day;

Only think of havin’ goodies every evenin’! Jimminee !

And I’d never git a scoldin’ with the minister ter tea!

—dJoseph Linecoln.
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Children’s Page

From a Railway Carriage

Faster than fairies, faster than witches,
Bridges and houses, hedges and ditches;

And charging along like troops in a battle,

All through the meadows the horses an@ cattle ;
All of the sights of the hill and the plain

Fly as thieck as driving rain;

And ever again, in the wink of an eye,

Painted stations whistle by.

Here is a child who clambers and scrambles,—
All by himself and gathering brambles;

Here is a tramp who stands and gazes; .
And there is the green for stringing the daisies!
Here is a cart run away in the road

Lumping along with man and load;

And here is a mill and there is a river:

Eaeh a glimpse and gone forever!

Scotland, 1850-1894

ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

EDITORIAL

Dear Boys and Girls:—

How often you have all heard the
- phrase, ‘““turning over a new leaf,’’ and
about New Year’s we hear it on every
hand. All the funny papers and the
would-be funny papers make jokes
about it. And some people laugh about
New Year’s resolutions, but really, you
know, they should not be laughed
about, they are a very good thing, in-
deed, and don’t let any mistaken person
persuade you that they are not. Sup-
pose you have a bad habit—many people
have, you know—biting your nails, for
instance, eating in a rude. uncouth
way, using too much slang; or suppose
you do some mean little thing continu-
ally, such as whining when you are
asked to do anything, being a slacker
over your work, cheating in some mean
little way, teasing, bullying, telling
tales, copying or any of the hundred
and one little things that boys and
girls and men and women, too, do
sometimes to make the world hard for
each other. Isn’t the New Year a
splendid time to resolve, ‘I will not

.

whine,”” ‘T will not grumble,”” “‘1 Wlll
not tell tales?’’ Couldn’t you write
your resolution at the top of a clean
page in your own special little note
book. And put a little cross under it
every time you forgot. Remembering
to put these little crosses would help
you to remember your resolution. And
we don’t suppose you ever thought
what a resolution made in 1917 would
mean to you in 1927, did you? But we
are going to try and tell you. Did you
ever see a man or woman with a moqth
that turned down at the corners, with
scowl lines on their foreheads and
around their eyes? Of eourse you have.
But did you ever think that if ten years
ago they had made a resolution not to
grumble, not to whine or not to nag
that their faces might have been as
pleasant as that of anyone else? Or
do you know a man who is ecalled
mean, a man who won’t help anyone
else, who sneers and laughs at people
he should like? T'm afraid there is one
in every neighhorhood. But if he had
made a resolution ten years ago not to



20

be mean, not to bully, think how dif-
ferent he would be now. And then
there’s the man or woman who cheated.
They copied at school, they sneaked,
they told tales, they cheated at games,
and now, mean-faced and shifty-eyed,
they are held in suspicion by everyone,
making a poor living only, or perhaps
they arc even in jail. And so you can
plainly see how all the thonghts we
have and all the deeds we do when we
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are children are shown in our grown-
up lives and our grown-up faces, and
for that reason, if for no other, let us
resolve this New Year to do away with
all the bad habits that are going to
make our faces and lives ugly as we
grow older. And let us try and be so
kindly and fine in all we do that no
rmaatter how plain our faces may be or
how quiet our lives, they may reflect
only good and pleasant things.

PRIZE

Do you know that after our com-
petition elosed last month we had so
many good stories about Christmas
boxes come in that we have decided to
print two more of them, and in addi-
tion we will give honorable mention to
Bergehora Peterson, Eriec Bush, Gun-
ton; IEdith Motheral, Miniota; Jim
Laveock, Foxwarren; Mabel Anderson,
Foxwarrcn; Helen Turner, Laura Pat-
terson, Penrith school; Dora H. Patter-
son, Penrith school; Edith Davey,
Reggie Davey, Grace Davey, The Land-
ing school; Roy Gillespie, Clarence
Fines, E. Anderson, Henry Cosens, Gun-
ton school.

And now here is a change. We
know that often the Journal is very
late in getting to you, and you know
that we must have material in by the
20th, so for your convenience we will
give you an extra month for your

stories, that is, the prize for the
December poem on ‘A Christmas
Tree,”” announced in the December

STORY

number will be awarded in the Febru-
ary number, and the prize story an-
nounced now will be judged in the
March number. Do you all under-
stand? Your poems, therefore, must
be in by the 20th of January at the
latest. The prize story this month will
be on ‘‘The Best Day of My Holidays.”’
All papers for this to be in by February
20th. Now this gives you so much time
let there be no laggards.

Something About Letters

Many of you, no doubt, get very in-
teresting letters from the trenches.
How would you like to copy out the
most interesting parts of them, and
send them to be published in the chil-
dren’s page? We would try and pub-
lish two or three every month. Please
head them, ¢ Soldiers’ Letters,”” and
send them in whenever you can. We
arc all anxious always to get news
from ‘‘the front.”’

THE STORY OF A SOLDIER’S CHRISTMAS PARCEL

You all know of our soldier relations
fiebting in the trenches. I am sure
they all are looking forward to getting
a Christmas box from us. The towns
send boxes to the soldiers who went
{rom their districts.

Now let us follow up a box. Tt
would go from, say, Foxwarren to Win-
nipeg, then on through Ottawa,
end be put on a ship at Montreal or

Halifax. We will just imagine these
boxes are talking to each other; Len’s
box would say that ‘it had everything
Len likes inside of it: a pipe, some to-
baceo, gum, a pack of cards, a pair of
sox, nuts, candy, soap and towel and
somebody’s picture.”” Then Tom’s
box would start to tell what it had got
for Tom: ‘‘some shortbread, some
cigars, some candy and nuts, a little
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box of raisins, a game of Ludo, a tin
of boot polish to make his boots water-
proof, and a pair of sox.”’

The boxes were enjoying their ride
until one day the ship began to rock
and pitch about. Len’s box got bruised
and Tom’'s hox got turned upside down,
which it did not like. After a while
the ship stopped and the boxes again
started to travel on train. One day the
train stopped. Some wagons were
there and carried them away and put

them in a house with a lot of other
boxes. After a while someone came
and started handing the boxes to the
soldiers.

When Len opened his box he was
glad to see what was in it and quickly
wrote a letter of thanks. Tom did "che
same, but sent a bullet back as a Christ-
mas present for the ones who sent the
parcel. .
"~ FRANK DENHAM, age 13 years.
Foxwarren, Man.

THE STORY OF A SOLDIER’S CIIRISTMAS BOX

T'was put on a dray and driven over
a rough, hard road to the station. We
lay on the platform for quite a while,
and then I heard a shrill whistle, and
I knew the train was coming. The
platform shook as the train thundered
by. It soon stopped, however, and we
were thrown into the baggage car.

We travelled for quite a long time,
and then the train stopped at Winni-
peg. We were taken off and lay on the
platform there for about forty-five
minutes, when another train came
along and we were put on it and away
we went again. We travelled a great
deal longer this time before the train
stopped to let us off. We stopped for
a few minutes quite often, though, to
let off and take on passengers, and
sometimes to get water.

This time we stopped it was at Hali-
fax. We were there for two and one-
half days before we were again
touched. This time we were put on a
push-wagon and taken onto a ship, at
least T thought it was. We then heard
people singing, ‘‘Over the Waves,”’ and
we knew we were leaving Canada and
were off to England and from there to
France. .

We travelled for five days and then
we stopped at England. We stayed
there and saw London sights for two
days and then we were loaded onto a
ship again and sailed for France. We
reached a French port called Rouen.
We travelled on ship for only one day
and a half this time. We did not stop

long at all, this time. We were 1oa(1ed
onto a train and after a three-hour ride
we came to a stop. After we were
taken off we could hear things bang-
ing.

One of the other boxes shivered, .and
1 said I was proud that I had lived
through so much and I would be
prouder and happier still if I could
bear through until T reached Don.

Well, T certainly hope I am at my
journey’s-end now. I am so proud. It
is five weeks yesterday since Anna
came out to the store-room and picked
me up and said, ‘‘T guess you're the
best one T can find.”” She had been
looking for a firm tin-box. She had
been looking through a lot of boxes
and I was afraid she was going to
tumble me over and leave me with the
rest, when she picked me up and took
me into the dining-room and sat me
down on a long table. Her mother,
Mrs. Connor, and her elder sister,
Marie, said T was just fine.

Then they made out a list of things
they were going to pack in me to send
to Anna’s big brother, Don, and I'm
sure I was panting so loud when they
ended it that they could have heard
me, if they had listened, because 1 was
terribly uneasy at the thought of carry-
ing so much. Soon I heard them say it
was for Don, and I listened very ecare-
fully, and they spoke so soft, so lov-
ingly and kindly about him, I knew
they loved him dearly and were send-
ing it to him to cheer his lonesome
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heart, so that made me happy, know-
ing T was to be made good use of. I
love to make others happy. :

They put nut bars, chocolates, nuts,
candies, cigarettes, a cake, a tobacco-
pouch, tooth paste and a tooth-brush. 1
was packed very tightly, I really was
afraid my sides would bulge, but I was
so happy, 1 never said a thing.

I was wrapped up in a piece of linen,
first. Tt was pulled very tight and
then stitched to keep it tight. I could
hardly breathe. After the linen a
piece of thick wrapping paper was put
around me. [t was glued and then it
was tied with cord. Mr. Connor took
a pen and wrote Don’s address on me,
or rather on the paper. I was then
taken to the post office, where 1 was
stamped and a paper called customs
declaration was glued on me.

We were taken out of the mail-bag
and laid in the Army P. O. Whenever
we looked out of the window we could
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sece things burst in the air. At night
they made a big red light and in the
day-time it was more of a yellow color.
We could hear them all the time, and
we knew for sure we were near the
battlefield. At last we were loaded on
a dray and taken on a journey of
quite a few miles. We were waiting
there when quite a few young men
came up. My! how tired they looked.
It was only yesterday, so I remem-
ber how they were.

At last there was room for a wery
handsome young fellow of about nine-
teen to squeeze through. He asked if
there was any mail for him, and four
letters were handed to him. Then I
was picked up and passed to him.

I shall never forget, no matter how
long I live here on this old rubbish
heap, the look of joy that swept across
that boy’s tired countenance.

_ DOROTHY STEWART, age 14,
The Landing School. Grade 1X.

THE PIG

LAURA E.

There was onee a child who was un-
tidy. He left his books on the floor
and his muddy shoes on the table; he
put his fingers in the jam-pots, and
spilled ink on his best pinafore; there
was really no end to his untidiness.

One day the Tidy Angel came into
his nursery.

“This will never do said the
Angel. ‘“This is really shoeking. You
must go out and stay with your brother
while T set things to rights here.”’

“I have no brother!’’ said the child.

““Yes, you have!l’’ said the Angel.
“You may not know him, but he will
know you. Go out in the garden and
wateh for him, and he will soon come.”’

“] don’t know what you mean!’”’
said the child; but he went out into
the garden and waited.

Presently a squirrel came along,
whisking his tail.

““Are you my brother?’’ asked the
child.

The squirrel looked him over care-
fully.

"7
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“Well, T should hope not!’’ he said.
“My fur is neat and smooth, my nest
is handsomely made, and in perfect
order, and my young ones are properly
brought up. Why do you insult me by
asking such a question?’’

He whisked off, and the child waited.

Presently a wren came hopping by.

““Are you my brother?” asked the
child.

““No, indeed!”’ said the wren. **What
impertinence! You will find no tidier
person than I in the whole garden. Not
a feather is out of place, and my eggs
are the wonder of all for smoothness
and beauty. Brother, indeed!”’ He
hopped off, ruffling his feathers, and
the child waited.

By and by a large Tommy Cat came
along. '

‘“Are you my brother?’’ asked the
child.

““Go and look at yourself in the
glass,”” said the Tommy Cat haughtily,
““and you will have your answer. 1
have been washing myself in the sun
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all the morning, while it is clear that
no water has come near you for a long
time. There are no such ereatures as
you in my family, T am humbly thank-
ful to say.”

He walked on, waving his tail, and
the child waited.

Presently a pig came trotting along.

The child did not wish to ask the pig
if he were his brother, but the pig did
not wait to be asked.

‘‘Hello, brother!”’ he grunted.

“I am not your brother!’’ said the
child.

““Oh, yes, you are !’ said the pig. ‘I
confess I am not proud of you, but
there is no mistaking the members of
our family. Come along, and have a
good roll in the barnyard! There is
" some lovely black mud there.”’

“T don’t like to roll in mud!’’ said
the child.

““Pell that to the hens!’” said the Pig
Brother. Look at your hands, and
your shoes, and your pinafore! Come
along, I say! You may have some of
the pig-wash for supper, if there is
more than I want.”’

““I don’t want pig-wash!”’ said the
child; and he began to ery.

Just then the Tidy Angel came out.

“T have set everything to rights,”’
she said, ‘“‘and so it must stay. Now,
will you go with the Pig Brother, or
will you come back with me, and be a
tidy child?”’

“With you, with you!’’ eried the
child; and he clung to the Angel’s
dress.

The Pig Brother grunted.

““Small loss!’’ he said. ‘‘There will
be all the more wash for me!”’ and he
trotted on.

EXAMINATIONS '
The motive of examinations, and not, rible influence upon the children, an

the examinations themselves, is the real
-point of attack. In fact, without ex-
aminations there can be no genuine pro-
gress. Every lesson, every bit of work

done by the pupils, play on the school
. grounds, their bearing, intercourse with
each other—in a word, all the elements
of character should be continually and
persistently examined. There should
be oral examinations, written examina-
tions, drawing examinations, manual-
training examinations, and physical ex-
aminations. The teacher should examine
to ascertain what and how much of
character she has developed; the prin-
cipal should examine to find out exactly
the ability of his teachers; the superin-
tendent should examine that he may
judge whether his principals arg fit for
their positions; the board of education
should examine in order to know whe-
ther its superintendent should be kept
in office, and the people should care-
fully examine to settle the question
whether they are paying their money
for character-building or eram.

It is not examinations in themselves,
but marking, that exercises such a ter-

influence that has its greatest and most -
powerful outcome in selfishness, the ear-
dinal sin of mankind. Mental and
spiritual death is the inevitable result
of making per cent. the end and aim
of school teaching.

Show me a school system whgre ave-
ages and per cents. are the ruling pas-
sion, and T will show you teachers who
spend very little time in the study of
child-nature and child growth. Unecon-
sciously the demon of selfishness do-
minates every action which has its end
in a high average. Dull, weak-minded
children, whose only hope of .temporal
salvation lies in careful, patient, per-
sistent, loving eulture, are driven to the
wall, and the glory of the school is
Jeopardized. »

In such schools the Master’s hand
never touches the lame, the halt and
the blind. Bright, ambitious, nervous
boys and girls are kept up to the full
bent of cultivating an almost useless
power until brains and bodies give way,
and death, insanity or hopeless invalid-
ism ensues, while all that remains of
their work is the glittering, useless bau-
ble of a per cent
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FABLE OF THE VOCATIONAL EXPERT AND THE FLOORWALKER

O. MORES

There was once a child whose parents
believed in vocational predestination.
And long before the child had thought
of doing anything but kicking up his
heels or splashing in the bath tub, his
parents had decided that when he grew
up he should be a floor-walker in a de-
partment store. And they felt relieved
to have scttled so early the trouble-
some question of their child’s occupa-
tion. _

‘When the ehild was ready for kinder-
garten the parents told the kindergar-
ten teacher that when their son grew
up he was to be a floor-walker in a de-
partment storc. And the kindergarten
teacher called in a vocational expert,

who had made a reputation for solving-

easily the most intricate voeational
problems. The expert said that he
knew the very thing needed. Then he
helped the kindergarten teacher to
devise a game in which the child should
play the part of a floor-walker in a de-
partment store. And the expert wrote
a paper on the subjeet (he was also an
expert at writing papers) and it was
published in a leading magazine,

As the child advanced, the vocational
expert looked after his studies and saw
to it that only such things were in-
cluded as would be appropriate for a
prospective floor-walker. At the sug-
gestion of the expert, the child’s in-
structor in physical education designed
a special set of exercises that would
develop the pupil’s musecles for his
future peripatetic pursuit. This sug-
gestion was made the subjeet of an-
other paper. The child showed a
liking for mathematics, but was told
that he would have no use for quad-
raties and solid geometry when he be-
came a floor-walker, and that besides,
these subjects were very old-fashioned
as well as unnecessarily difficult. Fear-

ing that his protege’s interest in Latin
might lead him astray, the expert as-
sured him that no Latin was needed
for his chosen profession and that in-
stead he could take a special up-to-date
course in business psychology, which
would make him a better floor-walker.
The expert permitted the boy to take
half a year of history, -but stipulated
that it should be commercial history,
such as would be of interest and value
to floor-walkers. The boy liked to
read stories of pirates and of adven-
turous knights, but the expert recom-
mended stories dealing with depart-
ment-store life, such as ‘*Miss 318,”” by
Rupert Hughes.

The vocational cxpert continued to
write occasional papers on the careful
way in which this boy was being
guided toward his vocational goal. In
these expertly written discussions he
showed with pride how subjects that
could be of no immediate use to a floor-
walker were omitted, in order that they
might not come between the pupil and
his ambulatory commerecial calling.
Even ‘‘practical”’ subjects which had
no direct bearing on floor-walking were
rigidly excluded from the lad’s course.
And from time to time the newspapers
published accounts of the whole matter,
with photographs of the vocational
expert.

At last the youth was graduated
from high school and was ready to
realize the long-cherished ambition of
his parents and of the vocational ex-
pert. He applied for a position in a
department store, but was told that not-
withstanding that he had ‘‘had”’
courses in business psychology, he
would have to serve an apprenticeship
in other branches of the store before
he could become a floor-walker. The
vocational expert protested, but the
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manager had his way, so the boy went
to work running errands. The voca-
tional expert consoled himself with the
refleetion that this preliminary work
was at least an accelerated form of
floor-walking. Finally, the probation-
ary period was over and to the delight
of the vocational expert, the young man
was told that on a certain date he eould
begin to work as g full-fledged floor-
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walker. DBut here the story ends
abruptly. Going to work on the morn-
ing when his duties as floor-walker
were to begin, he dodged an automo-
bile and, in so doing, shppqd and fell
in front of a street car, which cut off
both his feet. The accident was not
fatal—except to his eareer as a floor-
walker and to the hopes of the voca-
tional expert.

ONE CURE FOR NATIONAL WASTE
HELEN E. PURCELL
Institute for Public Service, New York, N.¥.

A boy who had finished the first year
high school was asked to keep the ae-
counts of a very simple household. He
failed utterly. e could do the usual
problems in arithmetic and had a smat-
tering of algebra and geometry, but
when he came face to face with the
most simple and practical piece of ma-
thematies he would ever have to deal
with, he was absolutely at sea.

This boy had finished an elementary
school course without having any in-
struetion in simple bookkeeping forms
or budget-making; also he had planned
a high school course that would permit
him to graduate without a knowledge
of these fundamental business matters.
This is an example of the lack of prac-
ticality often found in our schools and
the sometimes wildness of the possibili-
ties for elective work.

In the elementary schools every child
should have training in the keeping and
budgeting of accounts. No child should
be considered fit to graduate who is not
able to put into simple and correct form
the practical things of everyday per-
sonal and community life.

His first lessons should teach him to
budget his own resources. From this
should develop an interest in civie fi-
nanees and the ability to understand
them and to put them into form. In
the high sechool additional training in
these problems should be given.

The writer believes thoroughly in the
provision of elective courses and in
early specializing. However, there are

some things that are funda.rpental; Eng~
Tish is one of them, practical business
methods should be another. A bog’1
might very well graduate from hig

school without a knowledgp of algebra
and geometry if these subjects had no
place in his future life work. He should
not gradunate from either elementary or
high school unable to understqnd his
own and the community’s debits and
credits. The first is the sort of ignor-
ance that Jeads men to spend more than
they carn, the second permits sharpers
to get control of governmcntal prob-
lems.

This sort of work should make a con-
scious start not later than the ﬁf.th
grade. In fact, from the very beg}n-
ning the number work of'the child
should center around practical prob-
lems. A beginning should be m:}de_by
requiring, each week, the organization
in correct form of an actual spending
account. A balance on the side of sav-
ings should be encouraged. Th]S should
lead to simple exercises in budget-
making in relation to a spending ac-
count. As part of an introduetion to
work of this kind, one teacher for a
month placed upon the board from day
to day the expenditures of a real boy
whom she knew and asked the cl_ass to
be his bookkeeper. She called this boy
John. John had an allowance of 25
cents per week. Each Monday the
members of the class brought the ac-
counts of this boy up to date and
struck a balance, all in proper form.
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The children watched each day to see
what John would spend, and were
anxious that he should save something
each week. Iollowing this, each boy
was given a notebook and required to
keep an account of his personal ex-
penditures. Some of the accounts were
small, others were large. Each Mon-
day morning the accounts were bal-
anced and handed to the teacher, who
graded and returned them. Every one
who had an allowance or who earned
his own spending money was expected
to save something.

The next step was to teach each boy
to plan and budget his own expendi-
tures in advance. After a little prac-
tise the teacher required that when the
balanced acecount for the week was
handed in, it should be accompanied
by a budget for the following week.
Sometimes, as an additional exercise,
such a problem was given as the fol-
lowing: If you had ten dollars to
spend, what would you buy with it?
Each one in the class then made a
budget of the things that he wished to
buy, giving the proposed cost of each.
Following this, each child went to the
varies stores and priced the articles
desired and made out a sheet giving
the price of each article and store at
which the one chosen could be obtained.
The merchants gladly co-operated, be-
cause of their belief in the practical
training the children were getting and
the advertising in the homes.

In Grade 6, besides work in personal
accounts, household resources should
be budgeted and accounts kept. Since
sensitiveness as to amounts spent and
articles purchased often stands in the
way of making the most of this as a
class exercise, the teacher should make
muech of this work individual.
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In Grades 7 and 8 all accounts for
the school should be kept and ecivie ex-
penditures should be checked. The al-
Jlowances and expenditures for the
domestic science department, janitor’s
supplies, ete., should all be balanced by
the children. This should lead to bud-
gets cast in advance by the class. They
are always interested.in checking their
allowances with actual expenditures
and the consequent development of
thoughtful financial planning is be-
vond price.

Various civie problems may be fol-
lowed and balanced. These may be
compared with similar accounts in
other communities. A good method is
to divide the class into groups, each
group following a department or omne
line in a department. Usually public
officials will co-operate to the extent
of sending copies of receipts and ex-
penditures so that a class may keep a
regular set of books.

In high schools, at least one course in
practical accounts should be required,
just as a certain amount of English is
required. This course should be broader
in scope than that of the elementary
school. Credit should be given for the
keeping of personal and household ac-
counts. A set of books should be kept
for high-school receipts and disburse-
ments. City accounts should be kept
and comparisons made between balances
found and those given in publie reports.
State and national receipts and costs
should also be studied. In fact, when
a student graduates from our high
schools he should have a basis for an
intelligent control of his own finances
and an interest in community and na-
tional costs.

RURAL SCHOO 1. IMPROVEMENT
L. L. BERNARD, University of Missouri

The consolidation movement is so
well under way that it scarcely needs
the support of argument; it is much
more in need of guidance. There are
three kinds of consolidation, and of

these complete consolidation of enough
districts to make the school really effi-
cient and to provide high-§chool faeili-
ties is by far the best type where it is
at all possible. This sort of eonsolida-
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tion involves transportation, which is
at once the most expensive and the
most combated feature of consolidation.
But even transportation pays in the
long run. Where complete consolida-
tion with transportation does not ap-
pear to be feasible many districts are
consolidating for high-school purposes
and leaving the distriet schools intact
for the elementary students.” Such a
policy secems of doubtful wisdom.
While there is g saving due to the lack
of community transportation, the cost
In duplication and inefficiency prob-
ably overbalances the saving. The
third type of consolidation is to be
fopnd where two or three or four dis-
triets unite, usually for fiseal rather
than primarily for educational purposes.
Such limited consolidation may be bet-
ter than none, but it by no means ap-
proximates the ideal,

For some reason or another there will
probably always be some isolated one-
teacher schools. What can we do with
these? Surely we must have a fairly
uniform eurriculum for country schools.
Our revised course of study could prob-
ably be adapted to these schools quite
as well as the present one is, especially
if the great amount of dead matter
which now exists in the rural school
curriculum were eliminated. And the
resulting benefits to the community
should be much greater.

The best effects from such a change
in curriculum can not be realized until
the rural school is brought into closer
contact with the adult members of the
community. Already in certain isolated
instances much has been done in the
way of rural school extension, espe-
cially through agricultural elub work,
school fairs, co-operative instruction in
farm practise and home economics on
the farms and in the homes of patrons;
and in some cases the schools have at-
tempted to give some formal instruction
to adults. The busy teacher of a one-
room school is necessarily limited by
lack of time, and possibly by her sex,
in the amount that may be accom-
plished in these directions. Both these
limitations may, however, be removed
if the consolidated school and its exten-

sion work can be so expanded as to in-
clude not only agriculture and home
ecconomics, but also co-operative en-
deavor in the wider forms of social and
civie interests. )

This type of school extension work
may be made to correlate with and to
foster the development of a true social
center about the rural. The school be-
ing the one institution whieh‘ma'kes a
democratic appeal to all families in the
community it is especially fitted to
become the social or community eenter.
The value of the community center
when properly organized is proba]oly
greater than that of any other organiza-
tion which makes its appeal to all ages
and to both sexes. It has the inherent
capacity for bringing everybody to-
gether for participation in matters of
common coneern. It may be made the
basis of eommon endeavor all along the
line of rural interests from raising and
marketing of potatoes to a union for
the promotion of good local govern-
ment or for the study of raral drama-
tics. There can be no real community
mindedness until there is an effective
social center. And there is no other
place so inherently adapted to the
founding of one as is the consolidated
school.  The old-time distriet is too
small to unite enough people to make
their common interests sufficiently ef-
feetive. Also the consolidated school
nffers more facilities in thelwa,_y of
better heating, lighting, auditoriums,
club rooms, gymnasiums, playgrounds,

demonstration plots, parks and the
like. Really the average one-room
country school is mnot comfortable

enough to serve for community penj;er
purposes, and comfort is the beginning
of success in the social center. )
Along with these more definitely
educational modifications in the .rural
school should come certain administra-
tive changes which we need only men-
tion briefly here. The value of medical
and dental inspection and supervision
in rural schools is now conceded. It is
one of the improvements which will
soon come regardless of other changes
here suggested. And there is -also
great need of better state and county
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administration, supervision and inspec-
tion of rural schools. Likewise our
taxing system as at present applied to
country schools does not secure any
thing like equality of educational op-
portunity. These and other problems
are coming into the public conscious-
ness.

But the heart of the rural school
problem is that of the curriculum. For
as it is, so will be in large degree the
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intellectual, civie and occupational out-
look of the farmer of tomorrow. It
should be repeated that without know-
ledge the farmer can not even under-
stand his problems; much less will he
be able to solve them. It is because of
the erucial nature of this knowledge
problem that the rural school is the
determinative institution of rural life.
Tf it fails the farmer all else must as-
suredly fail him.

HOW THE PUPIL LEARNS NEW WORDS

SILAS Y.

In the third reader grade, many new
words are met in the reading lesson.
Up to this time, the matter of chief con-
cern was eye training—the mastery of
words already familiar to ear and voice.
The mechanies of reading have engross-
ed most attention ; the purpose has been .
not to widen the horizon of the child’s
knowledge, for the subject matter pre-
sented in the first and second readers
relates, in the main, to things already
known by the child. TIn the mastery of
these books, the pupil learns to read;
but from this point on he reads to
learn ; the circle of knowledge increases,
and with it his vocabulary grows and
becomes richer. Tt is then profoundly
important for teachers in the third read-
er to consider how new words may be
rationally taught.

There are at least seven ways of
teaching the meaning of new words,
viz.:

1. By definition (which may extend
to a description). A )
word.

2. By synonym. | A phrase.

By antonym. A

: : ction.
By illustration. {,Drawing.
By use in another sentence.
By the context.
. By etymology.

" The last two ways named above are
not of much value, except in wupper
form classes. There is, on the part of
many teachers, a disposition té rely too
much on the first method. Forgetful of
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the law of apperception, that new know-
ledge is learned only by properly as-
sociating it with other knowledge al-
ready possessed, we are mnot always
sufficiently careful that the definition
shall appeal to the child’s present stock
of information. The following ‘‘defini-
tions’’ are taken from popular school
readers:
Compliment—Approbation.

Ghost—An apparition.
Maizena—Maize farina.

The skilful teacher will not depend
upon any one of its methods, but will
select first the one which seems most
likely to convey clearly the ecorrect
meaning, and will also employ at least
one other method. The use of more
than one method is necessary to insure
suceess, because the learner may, asso-
clate the new idea with an old one
which is altogether irrelevant to the
true meaning. To illustrate: Suppose
the new word to be stale; the third me-
thod bids fair to give the best result;
the teacher uses the antonym, and says
that stale means not fresh ; the next day
the boy writes, ‘‘The Caspian Sea is
stale.”” Or, the purpose is to diserimin-
ate between simultaneous and seriatim;
number four is ehosen as the method;
the teacher says, ‘‘I shall touch these
four pieces of crayon seriatim; now I
shall touch them simultaneously’’ (suit-
ing the action to the speech). If this
method be the only one employed, it
should be no matter of surprise that
some get the notion that seriatim means
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with the finger, and simultaneous, with
the hand.

The attempt to teach the meaning of
new words out of thought conneection
always involves waste of energy if noth-
mg worse. But one or two of these
methods applied to the new words as
they are met in the reading lesson will
almost never fail to give a clear and
accurate grasp of the meaning, for not
only is the golden moment of exeited
curiosity  thus improved, but the
thought connection in which the words
occur in the lesson adds No. 5 to the
methods employed.

The mistakes which children make in
dealing Wiftih }recontly acquired words
are a profitable psychelogical study.
M(}st of them reveal defectgé, not in tﬁre
child’s thinking, but in the teaching he
has reeeived. The following is not a
list of merely imaginary, possible blun-
ders; some of the best of them were
ae_tuz}lly produced in written exercises
w1.th1n the past few months, by school
children of good mental ability. De#-
nitions (or synonyms) were memorized,
and then the pupils were to use the
words in sentences. (Some of these
‘““definitions,”’ also, are from school
readers) :

Fancies—Images.

Cherub—A beautiful thing.

Deduce—To draw.

Capillary-—A small vessel.
Absorbed—Taken in; swallowed.
Results—Comes out; ends. '
Feint—A show.

Ferment—To work.
Utter—Complete.
Deciduous—Falling.
Cultivated-—Grown.

Aperture—An opening.

Some of the written sentences were:
The Chinamen worship fancies.
Mary’s new hat is a cherub.
Columbus had three capillaries.

I deduced a map yesterday.

The shoe-maker quit business and his -
sign was absorbed.

The rat results from his hole at night.

School results for this term next
week,

My father took me down to see the
feint.

Girls like to ferment in the garden.

We study Fish’s utter arithmetic.

He was deciduous down the stairs.

The boy has cultivated an inch this
year,

Next week my uncle will have a sa-
loon aperture,

Does not this subject open up a fruit-
ful field for a practical study of apper-
ception?

HOUSEHOLD SCIENCE

There is something every teacher may
do in this field. The Winnipeg School
Board has published a series of outlines
for use in the classes in which Domestie
Science is taught. The Journal will se-
lect a few of these for the guidance of
teachers in other parts of the province.

tven if children are not doing actual
cooking, preserving and the like, at
school, there iy something they ecan
learn. The outlines here given may be
suggestive,

Cleaning

(a) Pure air and pure water mean
simply clean air and clean water.

Dirt breeds disease, therefore it is
important that we should understand
the reasons for cleaning.

Dust is everywhere present. A sun-
beam shows us that the air is full of it.
There are two kinds of dust, visible and
invisible. The dust in houses usually
consists of dust alone or dirt mixed with
moisture, greasy or sticky substances.
This is visible dust. Invisible dust is
composed of tiny ‘‘seeds’’ or ‘‘spores.”’’
When these fall upon suitable material
they ‘grow and multiply. These tiny
plants are of three kinds: molds, yeasts
and bacteria.

Bacteria~—The visible dust may do
harm by irritating the nose, throat, and
lungs; but certain kinds of bacteria, if
they enter the body, may produce dis-
eases, such as consumption, diphtheria
or typhoid fever. Other kinds cause
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food to spoil. Baecteria thrive best in
dark, damp places where other dirt is
present. Anything that kills bacteria
or hinders their growth is called a dis-
infectant.

Natural aids to cleanliness are: Light,
air and water. Light destroys the in-
visible dirt and shows the visible. Sun-
light is a good disinfectant. A draft

of air removes dust, smoke and watery

or greasy vapors. It is impossible to
live in a cleanly manner without a lib-
eral use of water. It is valuable in
cleaning because it dissolves the dirt.

Friction is required to remove soil
closely attached to a surface or ingrain-
ed in the material such as the washing
of clothing.

(b) Tmplements and materials re-
(uired: Brooms, brushes, cloths, pails,
dustpans, ete.

Cleansing materials are of two kinds:

1. Those that act mechanically by
friction.

9. Those that act chemically Exam-
ples: Grease and stain. [xplain. Care
must be taken to use materials that will
remove the soil without injuring the
surface of the materials.

Cleaning powders. White sand for
scouring iron and wood; bathbrick for
steel knives; tripoli or rottenstone for
copper, brass or tin; whiting for silver,
aluminum and brass. Ammonia, sal
soda and lye are materials used in clean-
ing. Care should be exereised in using
them. Soap also is used in cleaning.

Sweeping.  Before "beginning  to
sweep see that no food is left uncovered
in the room. Sweep from the edges of
the room toward the centre. Sweep
with short strokes, keeping the broom
close to the floor. Turn the broom edge-
wise to sweep the eracks. Gather the
dust frequently, while sweeping, with
brush and dustpan and, if possible, burn
at once. Never sweep dust from one
room into another. Always sweep a
floor hefore. washing or serubbing it.

Dusting. Use a soft. cotton eloth.
Jather the dust into the cloth and shake
the eloth frequently in the open air.

Care of the Sink. Negleet of the sink
causes bad odors, attracts water bugs
and roaches, and sometimes produees

disease. When the dishes have been
washed, then wash the sink with cleans-
ing agent, using the serubbing brush.
Wash the strainer, soap dish, ete. Then
pour a kettleful of boiling water
through the sink.

Refrigerator. The waste pipe should
empty into a pan or into the open end
of a properly trapped drainpipe.

Daily Care. Keep the inside of the
food chamber dry and clean. Do not
allow food to remain in the refrigerator
long enough to spoil. Empty the pan
every day.

Weekly Care. Clean thoroughly at
least once a week. Remove both food
and ice onee a week. Wash with soap-
suds or sal sode solution and rinse with
clear, hot water. Clean grooves and
corners with a skewer and run a wire,
with a cloth around it, down the waste
pipe. Rinse the pipe with hot sal soda
solution. Wipe the refrigerator dry
and allow it to remain open for an hour.

Dish Towels. Wash in lukewarm
water, using soap. Rinse and hang to
dry, with ends pulled together.

Dish Cloth. A damp, greasy, sticky
dish cloth breeds disease. Wash the
dish eloth with hot water and soap after
using it. Rinse it, shake and hang it
to dry in the sun if possible. Never use
it for anything else except washing
dishes.

Preservation of Food

We have found that the dust in the
air contains three kinds of plants, viz.:
veasts, molds and bacteria. When these
plants fall upon suitable soil they grow
and multiply.  When food is exposed to
the air and allowed to stand, these tiny
plants grow in the food and feed upon
it. changing it; and the food ‘‘fer-
ments’ or ““decays,’’ and then we say
the food ig *‘spoiled.” Meat decays;
canned fruit ““fermnents’” or molds.

There are several ways of treating
foods to prevent deeay, and when food
is so treated the process is known as
the ““preservation’’ of food. Sone ways
of preserving food are:

1. Drying or evaporating: Meat, fish,
fruit, ete.

2. Salt acts as a preservative: Brine
used for meat, pickles, ete.



OBJECT LESSONS ON SEEDS 31

3. Preservatives injurious to health
are used sometimes in canning factories
by dealers in meat, milk and other
foods.

4. Sugar if used in large quantities
acts as a preservative. Before the pro-
cess of ‘‘canning” was discovered,
fruits were ““preserved’’ by adding an
equal quantity of sugar to fruit. The
thick, syrupy mass prevents the growth
of mold and bacteria. Jelly is fruit
preserved in this way, using the fruit
Juice with sugar.

5. Sterilization. When food is ex-

posed to a high temperature for some
time all the little ‘“‘seeds’’ or ‘‘spores’’
are killed, and this method of preserv-
ing is called ‘‘sterilizing.”” Fruit and
vegetables, meat and fish are preserved
in this way.

6. Freezing and Cold Storage is a
method of preserving food by keeping
it cold. Meat, butter, eggs, cte., are
preserved in this way.

7. “Pickling’’ in vinegar or ‘‘oil.”’
Fruit and vegetables are pickled. Sar-
dines and anchovies are preserved in
oil.

OBJECT LESSONS ON SEEDS

By GEORGIA A. HODSKINS

Another week slipped by, and the day
for the botany class came again. Speei-
mens were not wanting. Seeds of all
sizes and all stages of growth were at
hangi. The window ledges were entire-
ly given up to this new play. Seeds in
jboxes of earth, on wet blotting paper,
In sand, and in water, filled every spare
place. ‘

Miss Adams gave cach little one sev-
eral soaked specimens—beans, corn,
pumpkin, squash, and apple seeds.

What did we call this outside part?
You may slip the coats off your seeds
and see if they are all alike.

, ‘‘The apple seed has a brown coat.’’
‘Thgse peas have very thin coats.”’
*“This squash seed has a very thick
one.”” ‘It is hard, too.”’

What did we find in each little seed
last week?

You may find the little bean plantlet.
Elnd the one in the apple seed; the one
in the squash.

See this pumpkin seed. Who can
make me a picture of it, with its coat
off? You may all try on the board.
Who can make me a picture of this lit-
tle pumpkin plant? You may try, Grace.
That is very good. '

Now take a kernel of the corn. Look
at 1t carefully. "What do you see? Look
sharp on both sides. Ned says he finds
a little lump in his, like the one we
found in the almond. Who else sees

Liook in another kernel. Do you
see one there, too? See if you can dig
it out with a pin. What do you think
it is? Yes, Ned, it is the little corn
plantlet. Shall T tell you a true story
about it.

Once upon a time two little plant
families lived very near together, in the
same garden. One was a tall hill of
corn; the other was a pumpkin vine
which had its home at the foot of the
hill. Such pleasant times as they had
together all summer! The sun was s0
soft and warm, the sky was so blue and
the earth was so pleasant that they were
very happy. But by and by the days
began to grow a little colder, the sun
was not quite so warm, and Mother
Corn and Mother Vine began to feel as
if they were growing old. Then they
thought of the little baby plants all
hidden in these little tiny seeds, and
they knew that another spring they
would grow to be big plants. But who
would take care of them while they
were little, before the little roots had
started? What would they have to eat?
So the Mother Vine and the Corn Mo-
ther prepared a whole cupboard funll of
food for the babies, enough to last until
they were big enough to feed them-
selves. Then they packed it away very
snugly inside the seeds’ coats, just as
every corn plant and every pumpkin
vine has always done. Now look again

one?
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at the little kernel of corn. Show me
the little plantlet. TIs there anything

¢lse inside the coat? What do you
think it is¢ That is right, Dick. 1t is
food for the little corn plantlet. And

there is enough to last until it can take
care of itself. Where is this food?
Look at the whole kernel and see. It
ig all around it. Now we will look at
our pumpkin seed again. Look very
sharply and see if you can find where
the pumpkin vine put her store of food
for the baby pumpkin. Show me the
little plantlet. What else do you see?
Find me a little pumpkin plant, Nellie.
Look at the little plant, then at the
seed. Well, Tommie?

““These look like leaves.”” ‘‘They are
too thick for leaves.”” ‘‘They have
grown to be leaves here.”’

What makes them so thick? Those
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are leaves, Tommie; but we call them
seed leaves. Can you guess why?
Those are the eupboards in which the
Mother Vine stored away the food for
the little pumpkin plant. All plants
take very good care of the baby seeds.
They give them plenty of food to eat
until they can grow wup above the
ground and take care of themselves.
They all put the food away in one of
these two ways. See if you can find
some other seeds that have the food
in seed leaves.

Yes, May, the apple seed has two seed
leaves.

“My squash seed is just like the
pumpkin,”’

This week we will watch the roots
that the little seeds send out. See how
much you can find out about them be-
fore next Friday.

ASHAMED OF THE PROFESSION?

A teacher traveling on a Pacific
Ocean liner, last summer, refused to
disélose the nature of her occupation
until the last day of the trip. Several
of her fellow travelers were similarly
reluctant about discussing their work
for no apparent reason except, as one
said, ‘‘Oh, well, we are teachers.”’

The gentleman who tells the story is
a businessman who entrusts his own
children to teachers, and he is consider-
ably puzzled to understand the desire
of secrecy on the part of these women.
““Are they ashamed of their profes-
sion?’’ he asks.

“Why, I'm proud of my business.
I’ve been at it for years. We’ve done
well. T tell the whole world about it.”’

Not all teachers are secretive about
their work. This group from a moun-
tain city we hope was the exception.
Age, gray hair, single blessedness, are
no disgrace. On the contrary, they are
marks of long and honorable service in
one of the noblest callings, and they
will be respected at large as soon as
teachers respect them.

Teachers will be appreciated just as
soon as they impress their worth and
the worth of their profession upon the
minds of the people. The school board
member who discovers a teacher not as
proud of her profession as she should
be will judge very severely all com-
plaints against her and all requests for
salary increases, promotions, from her.

THE IDEAL STUDENT

JESSIE E.

After reading with a great deal of
interest an article entitled ‘‘The Ideal
Teacher,”” which appeared in the Sep-
tember issue of School and Home Edu-
cation, I decided it would be both in-
teresting and instructive to have the

BAILEY.

members of my classes write on what

they consider ‘‘ An Ideal Student.’’ Per-
haps the most remarkable thing we
learned from these papers is that the
standard which the students set for
themselves is quite as high, perhaps
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higher, than that which the teachers
would set for them. In looking over
the list of requirements in these papers
T find none missing which I should
deem necessary for an ideal student.

The papers were written under the
following conditions: The members of
the freshmen and sophomore English
classes were given thirty minutes in
which to write on this subject. They
had had no time previously to think
about or disenss the subject. There was
no communication allowed while the
writing was going on.

The table below shows a summary
of standards found in 200 papers. The
number opposite each requirement in-
dicates the number of students who
deemed that a neeessary requirement
for an ideal student

3. Must have respect for teachers............ 50
4. Must be €courteousS......oomreereciencccnnaenns 45
5. Must give attention in class............ 42
6. Must De Neab s 33
7. Must not eheat .. eeieeee 3(3
8. Must have power of concentration........ 25
9. Must be cleanly ..o 23
10. Must take active interest in athleties.. 19
11. Must have regard for health......... 19
12. Must be self-reliant.............. 17
13. Must not be snobbish. ... 12
14. Must not be rude ..o 12

Students as well as teachers can.le{n'n
a great deal from the above statistles.
TFirst of all a stadent cannot afford to
ignore the fact that over half of'our
high school pupils consider these things
essential. Perhaps if statisties were
gathered from the other pupils, similar
results would be obtained

Try this in your school.

THE PASSING OF THE SLEDGE HAMMER

A wholesome attitude toward educa-
tional reform is reflected in the follow-
ing paragraphs from one of Dr. A. E.
Winship’s recent editorials:

‘““We know there are innumerable
teachers and other educators who hun-
ger and thirst after knowledge along
better lines, but they are not likely to
partake of a new theory or demonstra-
tion that is presented with a sledge
hammer.,

*“The sledge hammer is good for
breaking things down, but it never
built up anything, never laid a beam,
never tightened a bolt, never put any-

thing in place, never lubricated a joint,
never started shafting or belt.”’

It is high time that the sledge ham-
mer was discredited as an impl'ement
of educational reform,—and while we
are putting the sledge hammer on the
shelf, it would be well to dispose in a
similar fashion of the meat axe, the
cleaver, the eross-cut saw, and the crow-
bar. These implements may at times
have a useful funection to discha'rge
even in the field of edueation, })ut just
now instruments of precision are
needed, and cleavers, erowbars, and
sledge hammers are not instruments of
preeision.

HOME STUDY UNDER PARENTAL SUPERVISION

A very interesting article in The
Elementary School Journal deals with
this subject. The writer, E. C. Brooks,
describes conditions in grades 4,5 and
6 of the schools in Durham, North
Carolina, and his remarks are full of
interest throughout. The general con-
clusion is as follows:

The survey of the fourth, fifth, and
sixth grades seems to justify this con-
clusion: Where the parents are cap-
able of guiding the child and are in-
clined to supervise the home study,
their children succeed in school. But
where the parents are illiterate or for
other reasons are unable or unwilling



34 . THE WESTERN SCHOOL JOURNAL

to supervise the home study, their chil-
dren as a rule either make slow pro-
gress or are failures entirely when
measured by the progress of their com-
panions in school. The grammar-school,
as it is organized generally, is, there-
fore, consciously or unconsciously ad-
justed to the home work of the child
under parental supervision, and the as-
sistance of the parents is a necessary
supplement to the work of the teacher,
for without it the children do not, as a
rule, suceeed in school.

This survey shows, moreover, that
the pupils of the grammar grades of
the Durham schools are well graded.
Here are found the ungraded rooms for
the misfits, provisions made for the
more progressive students, and consid-
eration for the less progressive. But
this fact still remains, that with these
provisions working so well that there
are very few repeaters the progress of
the child through the grammar grades
is dependent upon the kind of home
from which he comes and the care with
which the parents supervise his study.

Since these things are so, the school
that undertakes to prohibit or even
limit the home study without becoming
thoroughly aequainted with the parents
and having a thorough understanding
as to how much the teacher can do and
the parents should do, is not only hitting
at random in the educational world, but
is running counter to a natural instinet.
The most important step to take, there-
fore, it secems to me, is for the school
supervisor to make the teacher cons-
cious of this important, because neces-

sary, factor and to bring about such a
co-operation between the teacher and
the parent that each may know the
part that he is to take in this important
work, in order that the worry and labor
and confusion in the home and the dis-
trust of the teacher that prevails to a
greater or less degree in the home
where the parents supervise the home
work may be reduced to a minimum.
The teacher should become the supervi-
sor of the home supervision as well as
the teacher of the children in school,
sinee home-study without parental su-
pervision is of little value, especially in
the fourth and fifth grades.

Mothers’ mectings, parents’ meetings,
community meetings, are attempts to
bring about a better co-operation be-
tween the home and the school, and
they seem to fail just at this point: in
order to relieve the already overworked
home of this burden, the school has tried
to take over the whole task of educat-
ing the child, and this is both an impos-
gible and an undesirable task as the
schools are now organized. Many fune-
tions of the home, instead of being car-
ried over to the school, should bhe re-
stored to the home, and it is one of the
funetions of the school to restore them
to the home and then aid the home in
keeping them. But when circumstances
make it impossible for the home to as-
sist in the child’s eduecation some pro-
vision should be made in school to sup-
ply that deficiency without taking over
permanently functions that naturally
belong to the home.

THE LEFT-HANDED CHILD

The left-handed child was a subject
under discussion by the teachers’ pen-
manship section of the New York State
Teachers’ Association at their reeent
meeting in Buffalo. On the whole, the
left-handed child won out.

Dr. Henry J. Mulford gave a physi-
cian’s opinion as to what to do with the
child who persists in nsing the left hand.
He advocated that there be no attempt

to compel the use of the right hand, but
. P. Woellner, professor of pedagoey
at the Buffalo Normal Sehool, who with
others has been condueting a series of
tests, thought that only about one-fourth
of the children who apparently are left-
handed when they first attend school
really are. The others merely by aceci-
dent or caprice have begun to use the
left hand and can be hroken of the hahit
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in abo.ut six months. Tis policy, there-
fore, is to attempt to break the habit
~0r a term or two and then, if the ¢hild
S}'IOWH no improvement in use of the
right hand, particularly in writing, to
let the left be used. This was his and
others’ opinion after a study of 2,000
cases of children inclined to use the left
h'fmd. Principal Mackey of Buftalo, who
himself uses the left hand for writing,

advocated letting the child do as it
wishes in the matter of writing. Pro-
fessor Woellner and those who sup-
ported him econsidered that they had
won a vietory when’ the meeting ad-
journed without the presentation of a
resolution recommending that teachers
allow the free use of the left hand by
those children who scem to be inclined
that way.

NON-ENGLISH

Mr.W. S, Raleigh has lately put forth
a volume of poems in London, in one of

\Yhieh he thus disecourses on the Scot-
tish language:

[ X942t M -
Their jaws arc chafts; their hands,
when closed. are neives;

Their bre'fld’s not cut in slices, but in
sheives;

Their armpits are their oxters; palms
are luifs;

Their men are chields; their timid fools
are cuiffs;

Their lads are callants, and their wo-
men kimmers;

Good lasses denty queans, and bad
ones limmers.

They thole when they endure,
when they serateh ;

And when they give a sample it’s a
swatch.

Scolding is flytin’, and a long palaver

Is nothing but a blether or a haver,

This room they call the but, and that
the ben;

And what they do not know they dinna
ken.

On keen cold days they say the wind
blaws snell.

seart

And when they wipe their nose they
dicht their byke:

And they have words that Johnson
could not spell,

As ump’m, which means—anything you
like:

‘While some, though purely English and
well known.

Have yet a Secottish meaning of their

own :——

To prig’s to plead—beat down a thing
in cost;

To coft’s to purchase, and a cough’s a
host ;

To erack is to converse; the lift’s the
sky ;

And bairns are said to greet when chil-
dren cry.

When lost, folk never ask the way they
want—

They spier the gate; and when they
yvawn they gaunt.

Beetle with them is clock; a flame’s a
lowe:

Their straw is strae; chaff cauff, and

"~ hollow howe;

A pickle means a few; muckle is big;

And a piece of crockeryware is called a
pig.”

Nay, speak no ill; a kindly word

Can never leave a sting behind;

And, oh, to breathe each tale we’ve heard
Is far beneath a noble mind!

Far oft a better seed is sown

By chosoing thus a kinder plan;

For if but little good we’ve known,

Let’s speak of all the good we can.
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THE ELIMINATION OF USELESS SUBJECT-MATTER FROM SCHOOL
WORK

A committee of the lowa State Teach-
ers’ Association, headed by Prof. G. M.
Wilson, of Ames, recommended last No-
vember that subject-matter which
serves no practical purpose in the com-
munity should no longer be retained
in the course of study of the public
schools. It seems that there should be
no difference of opinion upon this point,
and apparently there is none theoreti-
cally. It is, however, difficult to get
examining boards and others to change
their former habits and to adjust their
work so as to use only material that is
usable in the life of the community.

Take, for illustration, the arithmetic
work. The committee recommends the
omission of the following topies from
the grade work: Long method of great-
est common divisor, complex fractions,
long method of division of fractions,
decimals beyond three places, Troy
weight, apothecaries’ weight, surveyors’
measure, table of folding paper, tables
of foreign money, Case ITI in percent-
age, partnership with time, foreign ex-
change, compound proportion, cube
root, and the metric system. In deter-
mining whether or not it would be wise
to omit Troy weight from the c¢omnon
school work, let any citizen ask himself

how much use he has had for Troy

weight during the past year and theu
apply this same question to other topies
recommended for omission. He will at
once realize that the average citizen
has had no use for any of these topies
since he was in school.

In g city of twenty thousand, there
are doubtless not more than onc dozen
people in a year who make use of Troy
weight. The chances are that this doz-
en people do not remember it from their
school work, but have since become ae-
(uainted with Troy weight beeause of
the necessity of using it in weighing
gems and precious stones, or it may be
that they recognize the terms without
ever making any particular use of them.

Some may objeet to the omission of
the metric system from the common
schools, but if you will start down any

street in your city asking every house-
holder whot use he has made of the
metric system during the past year, you
will doubtless decide that there are
other things very much more import-
ant in our school work. A few stu-
dents who go on to college will need
to become acquainted with the metrie
system for their work in physies and
chemistry, but the chances are that they
will not remember anything that they
learned about it in the common schools.
It, therefore, seems wise that further
attention to the metric system be omit-
ted from the common school work until
a law is passed replacing our present
English system by the more scientifie
metrie system.

In as simple a matter as spelling, the
schools have accumulated a great deal
of material which serves no purpose
except for drill and competition in the
school work. Many of the school spell-
ing books contain a list of from 10,000
to 15,000 words and three-fourths of
these words are never used in the writ-
ten work of pupils nor by adults. Spell-
ing is needed only when one begins to
write. The result of attempting to
master so many words has been that the
attention of children has been taken
away from the words which they do
actually use. They have, therefore,
been mis-spelling such words as which,
until, separate, Wednesday, always, of-
ten, women, ete., and these words are
used again and again. The recommen-
dation is that the pupil’s time be placed
upon the words which he actually uses
in his composition work. This will
mean, not only an-immense saving of
time, but it will mean better spellers.
It is simply the application of Wm.
Hawley Smith’s old principle of “‘put-
ting the oil where the squeak is.”’

The same unsatisfactory situation has
grown up in formal grammar. Atten-
tion should be given to the language,
written and spoken, of children and the
correction of the common errors of
speech. Instead, we have fallen into
the habit of making technical grammar
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largely the basis of our upper grade
work., The formal grammar of today
Is based largely upon the Latin and
Greek grammar, which applies very im-
- perfeetly to the English language. The
committee does not recommend less at-
tention upon language, but an entire
change of emphasis. This seems very
reagonable when one reflects that great
writers have existed in all ages without
any help taken from technical grammar,
Shakespeare wrote before there was an
English grammar, Cicero delivered his
orations before there was a Latin gram-
mar, and the Augustan age in Greek
literature preceded the production of
a Greek grammar,

_This entire elimination movement is
simply an effort on the part of educa-
tors, which will be most heartily sup-
ported by the lay citizen, to make the
work of our schools directly serviceable

in life. The movement will doubtless
mean more attention to home dutie§ by
the girl. The woman spends possibly
three-fourths of all her time on home
duties—why should not the schools re-
cognize this fact and give her a scien-
tific basis for sueh work? In Iowa,
fifty per cent. of the people are engag_ed
in agriculture. The fundamental prin-
ciples of agriculture can be taught to
the pupil in such a way that he will
grow up with an appreciative att‘lt:ude
and more or less of a scientific insight
into the work on the farm. Why should
not the schools undertake to do this
piece of work? And so in other res-
pects, the school should serve direetly
the community, giving pupils a correet
understanding and an appreciation not
of some formal material that has no use
whatever in life, but material relating
directly to the community activities.

FADS

Some folks like to knoek. Especially
do they like to knock the public schools.
These days we have a good deal cf
knocking on the fads that have been in-
troduced into the rural school. A great
many people say that teachers pay so
much attention to the fads that they
have no time to teach the fundamentals.
Have these people visited the schools?
Do they know what they are talking
about? T fail to find many fads in the
rural and village schools that I visit.
The teachers of most of the ural
schools are teaching the common
branches in just about the same way as
they taught them twenty years ago.
The chief deviation from the traditional
subjects is an attempt to teach the sub-
Jject of agriculture. Is this a fad ? Even

the method of teaching this subject is,
in a good many schools, the traditional
textbook method. Has anybody else
found anything that is faddish in the
country and village schools?

No, the least thing that may be wrong
with rural schools is fads. fl‘he fad
talk is an expression of a desire upon
the part of some folks to knock on the
public schools. It is one of the. means
conservatives have found since time im-
memorial to arrest progress of any sort.
If teachers must, they should listen at-
tentively, courteously, and then go
about their work using the very best
methods, devices and materials that
they know about. We err rather on
the side of conservatism.—L. J. Hani-
fan.
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School News

Convention at St. Boniface

The inspeectoral divisions of Tnspe-
ctors Young and Goulet met for con-
vention in St. Joseph’s Academy on No-
_ vember 2 and 3.

A very large attendance was recorded
for the wvarious sessions, there being
about two hundred teachers present.

In opening the proceedings, Mr.
Young stated that as the former divi-
sions had been altered the old organiza-
tions had lapsed. He then called on
Brother Joseph, of Provencher School,
to oceupy the chair during the eonven-
tion.

The opening address on ‘‘Profes-
sional Spirit”’ was delivered by the
chairman. Brother Joseph spoke with
great earnestness, pointing out to his
audience the nobility of their calling
and dwelling on the grave responsibil-
ity resting on every teacher. His work
was not simply to instruct the young
mind, but to educate in the broadest
sense of the word. To him was en-
trusted the task of moulding the plastic
yvoung life as he would for good or for
evil.  The speaker also spoke at some
length on loyalty in all sehool relations,
showing how this quality should prevail
amongst all connected with the school.

Mr. Goulet then spoke a few words,
warmly welcoming the newcomers in
the divisions, and expressing the in-
speetors’ full sympathy with them in
all their troubles.

The first part of the afternoon was
devoted to ‘“‘Dramatization of Stories.”’
Miss Fitzgerald, who had charge of this
subject, is one of our best primary
teachers, and naturally the exhibition,
which followed her brief remarks, was
most interesting. The audience were
charmed with the little ones’ work.
Tache School is to be congratulated on
baving such a teacher on its staff.

Following this, and closely allied
with it, was ‘‘History Dramatized,”’ un-
der the guidanece of Miss Foster-Palmer,

of Tache. The discovery of America
was the subject dealt with. One could
well understand the educational value
of this work after witnessing the little
play.

The practical value of these two items
was very much appreeciated. After all,
in this, as in most things, the actual
seeing of the work so much enhances its
value.

Then followed a very instructive
paper on ‘‘The Relation of the Teacher
to the Provineial Health Board,”” by
Dr. E. W. Montgomery. In discussing
this matter, the speaker said that the
importance of this subject is only be-
ginning to be understood now. He ex-
plained just what the duties of the
Board officials are, showing that their
funection iz not curative, but preventa-
tive. Their efforts are sadly hindered
through lack of funds, but, even so,
good work is being aceomplished.
Dr. Montgomery told what the distriet
nurses are doing and explained just
what their duties are. In this respeet
Manitoba is far behind many of the
other provineces and most of the states.

Many of the visiting teachers took
advantage of the opportunity to go
over the Academy. This is one of the
very finest schools in the provinee, and
the equipment is such that it is hard not
to break the tenth commandment, at
every turn. The pupils here have cer-
tainly a splendid chance, and the paths
of learning are made pleasant indeed.
The sisters were most hospitable in
conducting parties of the teachers all
over hoth the school building and the
residence.

Friday morning’s session opened
with an inspiring address on ‘‘Patriot-
ism in School Work,”” by Mrs. Me-
Quade, of Tache. The speaker dealt

- with her subjeet in a most able and

patriotic way. One eould well imagine
how she must imbue her pupils with her
own enthusiasm. She showed just what -
children could do to help in our great !
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national need, and how this help could
be most practical. In brief outline she
told just what had been done, in. her
own room in particular, and in all
Tache School in general, along patriotie
lines.

Before the morning session adjourned
the meeting was addressed by Mr. Ira
Stratton, Stratton official trustee, and
some business matters came up for dis-
cussion. It was decided to unite the
two inspectoral divisions for conven-
tional purposes, and the election of of-
ficers was proceeded with.

The following appointments were
made : Honorary presidents, Inspectors
Young and Goulet,

Presicdent, Brother Joseph,

Viee president, Mrs. MecQuade.

Secretary-’l‘reasurer, Miss Erwin.

Executive Committee, Misses Rowan
and Umphreys; Messrs. G. H. Ruttan,

-

W. H. Fenton, C. F. Barkman.

The Provencher Orchestra was in at-
tendance during the afternoon and ren-
dered several very enjoyable selec-
tions.

Professor Durkin delivered a paper
on ‘“‘English in the Higher Grades.’’
The Professor said there was still an
unbridged gap lying between the school
and the university. Mr. Durkin stated
that for this he did not blame the
t@aehers, but the system, or rather en-
tire lack of system, which prevails. Un-
til the requirements are more clearly
defined and a precise standard of exam.
Ination established, better results ean-
not be expected, is Mr. Durkin’s
opinion. The lecturer made his talk of
practical value in giving the teachers
an outline of how they might systema-
tize their work somewhat.

The meeting was then addressed by
Dr. Thornton. The Minister of Edu-
cation spoke at some length on several
points. He emphasized the value, from
an educational standpoint, of school
fairs, and closely allied with them,
Manual Training and Domestic Seience.
The Doctor considers organized play
also an important educational factor.
He told the teachers that it was the
plan of the department to establish a

school library in every district. In con-
elusion, Dr. Thornton spoke strongly to
the teachers on the greatness of their
work in developing the children under
their care, physically, mentally, and,
most important of all, morally.

The convention was then brought to
a close by the singing of ‘“God Save
the King.”’

Busy Bees’ Bazaar

In September, 1916, Miss Johanna
E. Johnson, our primary teacher, asked
the girls of the Junior and Senior
rooms of Foxwarren Consolidated
School to meet in the Primary room for
the purpose of organizing a sewing
club. _

At the first meecting about 20 girls
attended. Miss Johnson was appointed
president, Lorna Thorpe, treasurer, and
Gertrude Laycup, seeretary. It was
deeided that meetings be held every
second Saturday afternoon in the
Primary room for the purpose of sew-
ing and making articles which Wou%d
be sold at a bazaar to be held in
December. Proceeds for Red Cross.
The bazaar was held on Saturday,
December 9, in a vacant room of an
empty building. The girls went to a
great deal of trouble, but when every-
thing was in order we all decided that
it was worth while, We had a bran-
ple, ‘a ten cent tea, a sale of candy,
home eooking, and the articles made by
the girls and also a number of donated
articles.

The bazaar opened at 2 o’clock and
from the beginning the room was
crowded with eager purchasers. We
closed at 9 p. m. and when we counted
the money we were delighted to learn
that we had cleared $100.00 for the
Red Cross. We thought this would be
of interest to others.

(Signed) GERTRUDE A. LAYCUP.

The Coronation School District, near
Windthorst, Sask., has raised $38.50
for Red Cross work. Bessie F. Thom-
son is the teacher.



04

THE WESTERN SCHOOL JOURNAL

1. How do you find the area of a
triangle if you are given the length
“ of the three sides?

If a, b, ¢ are the sides and S.= one-
half the sum of the sides, then the area
is V S(s—a) (s—b) s—ec)

_I_f the siiies are 6, 7»8,”10 the area is
VIZX6X4X2 = V.576 — 24

Patriotic Fund Mr. Hoole, Clanwilliam ... 3.00

Minnedosa, Man., Miss Amy V. Connell, Neepawa.... 3.00

Mrs. V. Cochran, Neepawa ... 3.00

December 20. 57 Billinski, Elk Ranch ... 4.00

Sirs:—The following teachers have J. F. Terlecki, Huns Valley ... 4.00

contributed to the Teachers’ Patriotic Migg Lyle Robertson, Acton .. 3.00

Fund for the term August 15th to De- Miss Dufton, Neepawa ... ... 5.00

cember 20th: Miss Richardson, Makepeace ... 3.00

Mr. Bell, Minnedosa ... $ 3.00 Miss MeDonald, Neepawa ... 4.00

- Mr. Crossley, Minnedosa ... 10.00  Miss Duval, Neepawa, ... 4.00

Miss Underhill, Moline ... 200 Miss N. Everall, Dumfries -~ 6.00

Miss Wellwood, Minnedosa 5.00  Mr. H. Blaine, Rosenthal ... 4.00

Miss Taylor, Minnedosa........ 5.00 :

Miss Sanderson, Clanwilliam . 5.00 $83.00
Miss Slade, Franklin. ... 2.00 0. M. HALL,

Mrs. Elliot, Minnedosa.............. 5.00 Secretary-treasurer.

Question Drawer

2. Find the area of a pyramid or
cone?

Multiply the area of the base by one-
third the perpendicular height. If the
radius of the base is 10 and the perpen-
dieular height 7, the volume of the cone
15 25X 3 1-7X7=550.

Book

Nelson’s Map Book of the War

This is by long odds the best atlas for
school and for popular use. The price
is 40 cents net. The maps are clear and
distinet, and every distriet in which
war is being waged is included. One
of the best features is the diary of the
war with acecompanying diagrams. No
school should be without this atlas.
(Nelson & Sons, Limited.)

The MacMillans have lately issued a
series of *“True Stories of Great Amer-
icans,” the majority of which should

Reviews

be intensely interesting to Canadian
boys and girls. Judging the
from a reading of La Salle, one of the
series, we should consider these stories
suitable to the children of grades 6, 7
and 8, and we heartily recommend such

whole -

numbers as Daniel Boone, Christopher
Columbus, Thomas A. Edison, Benja- |
min Franklin, Robert Fulton, Abraham :

Lincoln, William Penn and La Salle,
to those interested in establishing school
libraries. These books have been writ-
ten with the child’s point of view in
mind, the events selected being those
caleulated to appeal to young readers.
The books sell at fifty cents each.
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e Real Happiness comes
s from service to others. o
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Genuine Prosperity, the
lasting kind, comes
_ from steady toil, either
of the body or mind.

P
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Cheerfulness comes
from the sunlight of a
courageous heart. '

May the New Year be for
you one of Happiness,

Prosperity and Good
Cheer.

<“T. EATON C%..

WINNIPEG - CANADA
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JANUARY LETTER

To the Teachers

From RUSSELL-LANG'S, the intensely Busy Educational Bookshop
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Notwithstanding market conditions, and prices are daily advancing, there is no shortage
of School Supplies at this busy Bookshop. ILots of good value Exercise Books, Scribblers, Note
Books, Manuscript Books, Loose Lieaf Books and LRefills, Pencils, Penholders, Rubber Erasers,
Black Board Supplies, Dustless Chalk, Ilrasers, Geometrical Sets, both for Scholars’ and
Teachers’ use; Construction PPapers, Tinted Cardboards, Raffia (plain and colored), Nu-Reed
(used instead of Rattan Reeds), Plasticine, Folding Papers, Scissors, Weaving Papers, Water
Colour Paints, Crayons, Drawing Dapers, in book or pad tform, cte.

Teachers will do well to make up their lists and ask their Secretaries to rush in the orders
while supplies are available. We have also a good supply of the Literatures used in Grades
7,8, 9, 10, 11 and 12, und Public and High School Texts generally., We huve just received
and rushed into stock fresh supplies from the Comstock Pub. Co. (Nature Books); Ginn & Co.,
Bducational Pub. Co., Amer. Dook Co.,, A. Flanagan Coy., Macmillun Coy., Copp, Clark Co.,
ete., ete., so that library orders may be filled promptly. Winnipeg Public Libraries and High
Schools purchased over thirty thousand books from 1lussell-Lang’s in 1916. No library order
is too big for us to handle.

RUSSELL. LANG & CO, LTD.

IN THE SOMERSET BLDG. Established 1880 WINNIPEG, MANITOBA

The Canadian Bank of Commerce

HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO ESTABLISHED 1867

Paid-up Capital $15,000,000 Reserve Fund $13,500,000

SIR EDMUND WALKER, C.V.0., LL.D., President
JOHN AIRD, General Manager H. V. F. JONKES, Asst. Gen, Manager
V. C. BROWN, Supt. of Central Western Branches

SAVINGS DEPARTMENT
Interest Paid on Deposits of One Dollar and Upwards

, Branches in Winnipeg:

fC. W. Rowley, Manager
\C. Gordon, Assistant Manager

\

MAIN OFFICE: 391 MAIN STREET

ALEXANDER AVE., Corner Main St, Fort Rouck, Corner River Ave. and
BLAKE ST., Corner Logan Ave, Osborne Street

ErLMwoop, 325 Nairn Ave. NorTH WINNIPEG, Cr. Main & Duafferin
KeLvin St., Corner Poplar St. i Porrace AvE., -Corner Carlton

Kindly mentlon the Western School Journal when writing to Advertisers.



THE WESTERN SCHOOL JOURNAL

The Houston Tutorial School

(JAMES HOUSTON, B.A., Principal)

CORRESPONDENCE DEPARTMENT

WHOLE OR PART COURSES IN VARIOUS
CERTIFI

>
3!
I
m
2
@

TE
8OLUTIONS OF PRTQF?ILGEMS IN
LET US KNOW YOUR 5

SUBJECTS FOR MATRICULATION,
CATES, ETC.

ITHMETIC, ALGEBRA, GEOMETRY,
» PHYSICS, ETC.

D WE WILL QUOTE YOU TERMS

398

Telephone Sherbrooke 440

VICTOR STREET, WINNIPEG

Established 1906

R.LAWSON & CO.

Insurance and Financial Agents

101 Farmer Building WINNIPEG

ALLAN, KILLAM & McKAY

LIMITED
INSURANCE
BONDS
RENTAL AGENTS
MORTGAGE LOANS
WINNIPEG - - MAN.

C. H. Enderton & Co.

Real Estate Investments
Mortgage Loans
Fire Insurance
228 Portage Ave. Winnipeg

Phones: Main 4138-4139.

DAY, MARTIN & PETTIGREW
INSURANCE AGENCY

Insurance, Loans and
~ Investments

300 Sterling Bank Bldg. WINNIPEG

Ryan Agency, Limited

FIRE -« AGCIDENT - LIABILITY
INSURANCE
Fidelity Bonds

603-606 Confederation Life Bldg.

WINNIPEG, MAN.

Phone M. 6138

BRYDGES & WAUGH, LTD.

KEEWAYDEN BLOCK, PORTAGE AVE. EAST
FIRE

Atlas Assurance Co. Calumet Insurance Co.
Commercial Union Assurance Co.
Guardian Assurance Co.
ACCIDENT
Canada Accident Assurance Co.

Guardian Accident and Guarantee Co,
PLATE GLASS
Capada Accident Assurance Co.

Guardian Accident and Guarantee Co.
Agreements of Sale Purohased Real Estate
PHONES M. 5004 and M. 5008

Change of Address

Adpvise us promptly of any change in your mailing
address. In notifying us of your new address, we
would appreciate being advised of the name of the

teacher succeeding you,

WESTERN SCHOOL JOURNAL CO.

Kindly mantion the Western Sehoe! Jeurnal when writing to Advertisers.
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HENDRY’S

School Supplies
Scientific Apparatus
Kindergarten Materials
Art Materials and Pictures

|

Ask for catalog on whichever
of these lines interest you

The GEO. M. HENDRY CO., Limited

“ Educational Equipment - 215-219 Victoria Street, Toronto, Ont. J

rrm——
—

And mark this
-—~youare not
asked to pay
oxtra for this
great im-
provement.

NOTE THE NEW

Sanitary Standard

— of the —

PRESTON
DESK

This is the most important innovation of recent years in connection with schoo! desks
and does away with the fancy dust-catching and unsanitary standards of the old style. It
places the Preston Desk on an equality with any sanitary school desk made, with the added
advantage of considerably lower price.  Write us, staling your requirements and we will
gladly furnish a quotation,

HL The Canadian Office and School Furniture Co., Ltd. - Preston, Ont.

Kindly mentlon the Western Schoo! Journal when writing to Advertisers.



