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Vor. I1.]

UNION NOTES.

THE meetings just closed in London, On-
tario, in connection with the Union, are by

§and most practicel witnessed or enjoyed for
gmany years. Certainly there was manifest
Eharmony. Important changes were not merely
Aacquicsced in but made. And the great inter-
Best shown by the friends in London, leaves
Rlittle to desire as the whole pass under review.
B A résumé of the work done we purpose to
Boive. The Year Book will contain the official
gminutes. There were few speeches to record,
Ebut a practical spirit prevailed, and we anti-
Reipate large results from the gathering.
® THE thirteenth annual meeting of the Con-
Mregational Union of Ontario and Quebec held
Bis opening session in the Congregational
@hurch at London, on the evening of June 6th.
38 Wm. Hay, of Scotland, Ont., was the.
His subject :—“ How to fill empty
K His text, Luke xiv. 23, “Go out
Bnto the highways and hedges and compel
Bfhemn to come in.”  Mr. Hay referred to his
brosence ab the ordination of the Rev. Edward .
¥ bbs over forty years ago in London. Among .
Whose who took part were Revs. W. Allworth
gud W. F. Clarke. Much progress had been
@ade in London and in the churches since
Bien—yet onward should we press.
¥ Mr. Hay emphasizes “Compel them to come
" and presses the duty of Christian propo-
Bandism.  In this essentially church work
fie compulsion must be the sweet persuasive
over of the Fatherhood of God and of the
s redemptive love. Tnere can be little

»

pubt but that the churches are seeking for
@RS sweeb persuasive power. Need may ex-
however for reminding of judgment also;
B, though it is God's strange work, it is a |
bk nevertheless.

% “Thus seeking,” Mr, Hay remarks :

TORONTO, JULY, 1883.

¥

 [No.7.

We have been .ccustomed to hear that numbers are

s not strength,. better to have little and of the right
. kind, a few well-trained suldiers than a large undiscip-

g general consent declared to have been the best '

I iveness.

lined army. Let us not be over cautious ; we must
enlist soldiers before we can drill them, get scholars
before we can educate them. Have we not been
proceeding upon the theury—survival of the fittest
—taking the bold, the strung, the bright, and let-
ting the weak perish, for whom Christ died. Have we
not spent too much time in sorting, as Gideon his men ?

Is not the church intended for other than fighting
men, a place for the weak, and halt, and sick ¢ May not
the imperfect and the sinful come into the helpful soci-
ety and watchful care of the church ! May not all ages
and attainments, the hungry and naked, the bewildered
and lost, be proper subjects for the church to aid, by
sympathy, prayer and instruction ¢ How otherwise can
they hope to succeed in the difficult task of rising to a
higher spiritual life? Is there any reasen- for the
church's existence apart from a work of this kind ?

But it may be replied : A man must be born again,
he must be regenerated, must be cenverted before he
comes in, for ** the church is a congregation of faithful
men.” This leads me to consider the subject of con-
version in the light of Scripture teaching. Have we
not repelled the youngand discouraged the consciously
unworthy by our views and expositions of this doc-
trine! 'Have we not sanctioned a.type of conversion
which has appeared too heroic, dramatic and mystical,
for many of the most humble and sincere of our hear-
ers ? Many and clear evidences of a great change have
been sought ; deep waters of penitence ; powerful con-
victions of sins ; billows of wrath endured, coming out
at hell’s gate, into a flood of light, peace and joy. No
other experience than this has been thought worth
having or relating by some, as affording a sure resting
place for eternity. Are not many of our most sensitive
hearers waiting for such a sound, through and through
conversion : such a forcible entering into the king-
dom ? No doubt there are thousands of our hearers
who are really in Christ, yet waiting for this conven-
tional kind of change of heart. We must gather thein
in so soon as they express a wish. The primitive
churches did this. We make them wait until they are
of age, or until they prove themselves worthy. Isthis
an improvement upon the ancient mode ? On the same
day, putting them upon probation, we express a sus-
picion of their sincerity, and, while we charge them to
make haste very slowly, they are caught away by
others. who entoll their names instanter, and our most
devout inquirers become at once the most exemplary
members of their societies.

'In these enquiries there is needed suggest-
We have heard much regarding the
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purity of churches which have been little else |trine ” the. view that “all the children are
than the strait self-righteousness of the Phari- | born rebels, and musé run a career of vice and
see minus his respectability. Cannot some of | iniguity,” and justifying them in saying, “ Je-
us rernember singing about a little garden!sus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells
fenced around with very small experience of |me so.” And here again we are indebted ty
any fragrance flowing therefrom? * We are|our brother for these utterances, not taking
the chosen people, all grace and glory are our|these words as contrary statements to the
peculiar heritage?” Notwithstanding all this, | dread fact of “in Adam all die,” but as giving
and much more that can be truthfully said, prominence to an oft forgotten relation of
we must distinguish between the mere mate- children to the church to which Paunl refers
rial structure called the church into which |(e. g. in 1 Cor. vii. 14), and which forgetfulnes.
people are pressed to hear the message, and has exalted the Sabbath school in too many
the spiritual reality known by that name :|instances above the Church, and thereby inde-
there is a manifest difference between the|pendent of it.
niere hchurch goer, the hearer, and the true!
chureh member whose hearing leads to doing . .
as it has already brought faith; between thce]M 2}: (’f}]‘““dag 1ix:orz~tu€_g‘_ the }I]{e\‘ C", b “g’
comer to the feast and those who having put | -t» delivered the retiring charrman's ad-
dress, hiz subject being, “Our position and

on the wedding garment have secured an ) ) ination” He noted th
entrance. It is quite within the range of ex-|D¢®4S asfacc enomina onl. net ole Jhe pro-
perience that from the maimed, the halt andS¥eSS O ‘ongregational principles in Other
blind may come those Who efuse the vesture | denominations as was evident from the history
of the King as well as from amono the in.|Of these denominations during the past few
vited guestg, and the old idea of 'ggathered years. All financial measures were on Con.
churches” must niot be lost to view.  Never. | gregational methods. Young Men's Christian
3 0 NSO Associations were based on (ongregational
theiess, let our brother’s enquiries stand and principles. How are we to diffuse these prin-

ie:g‘ Z%cgeziiizgeizri}:l;% és:olr es\: ew‘;eismf’g ciples ? is the question we have to deal with,
: . ¥ 'We must be as earnest in spreading abroad the
ourselves up in  robe of self-congratulation, truths of God as are business men establishing

oblivious of the great throbbing life around . . .
g . . >itheir business. The second part of the ad-
teking the rustic cackle of our burgh for the dress had to do with our needs:—Ist We

eat wave that roars around the world. P .
irnd 50 Mrth;, conti?)ues' ° fmust insist on a converted membership—
Is ' ¢ thi - Ray ; o : Christ says: “If any man love me he will keep
not this a main reason for our existence as one of my commandments.” In receiving members

the denominations, that we testify that the Church of : LY
Christ, shall consist of true Ghristians, and such only? we ought to ask is the man’s life changed’
But while this principle is scripturally sound, and in-. It is far more important to ascertain whether

deed seli-evident, have we not weakened our cause by | a candidate is willing to obey Christ than to
the manner in which we have often presented the sub- 'ascertain at what time he was broucht to
o

ject? To be careful of the entrance, so that none be | . . oot
received but those who are willing to confess theiertht‘ Rev. Charles Beecher Says: the
Redeemer is very desirable, but, to ask Christan |apostacy of the Church of Rome is not that

maturity at the door, is quite another thing, and goes'she rejects Christ as a mediator, but that she

beyond what is written. We have no right todemand | 3dds other mediators.” One church member
N £ v e, 1 e, t . .

bhe fruits of summer from spring, nor the strength of Eh% nothmg to do with another church mem-

Christian manhood from an infant disciple. ‘The scales b _ h the M This i
-of error, prejudice and sin had scarcely fallen from the | O¢T» except t}:‘ro';]g 1 the Master. LDIS 15 one
eyes of Saul, before he arose, was baptized, and joined | of the first principles of Congregationalism as

himself to the disciples. 1t was years after, by the aid of ! taught in the New Testament. There must
Damabaa, and the hly of the churh, it becam | L_agroement among those who hold_such
of communion that we require, according to our stan- | principles. We must have one banner which
dards, would have closed the church to thousands who can be detected as soon as seen,  Other
have proved themselves the most devoted of the. churches have a banner. The Episcopalians
Christian name. [claim relation to the apostles by the golden

Mr. Hay very foreibly pressed upon us the]cha,in of succession. The Baptists insist on
question of the children’s relation to the gos- ’ adult membership, and baptism by immersion.
pel and church, characterizing as “ awful doc- | The Presbyterians march under the banner of
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«Qovernment by the Eldership.” Have we Dr. Jackson led in prayer, earnestly invoking
as » denomination no banner? Yes; our ban-, heaven's blessing upon the then installed
ner is “ Christ, and Him crucified.” Let us'Principal. Dr. Stevenson briefly addressed
see that we give Him His rightful place. the friends, feelingly alluding to the expressed
Christians ought to agree in hearing and bear- ; confidence of his brethren, the services and
ing the name of Jesus. “Of the icrease of | character of Dr. Wilkes, and declaring his full
His government and peace there shall be no'intention under Divine biessing to work with
end” We ought to agree in the use of Hisihis colleagues in fullest sympathy for the
law.  His law enjoins liberty under His lead- | cause of sacred learning and the preparation
eship. We are free, but let us not abuse our! of the students for their high and noble calling.
liberty. Let us call no man Master on earth,! Prof. Fennwick closed with prayer for the stu-
for “One is your Master, even Christ and all | dents and churches, bringing a very touching
yeare brethren.” ,service fittingly to an end.
|

THE Rev. J. G. Sanderson, of.DanviHe, wa.s] Turspay, June 19th, 1883, will stand a
dected chairman for the coming year, and!marked day in our College history, for on the
Montreal selected as the place of meeting. ' afternoon thereof the corner-stone of the new

— ‘ 'building, in course of construction on Me-

THE college question was carefully consid- | Tavish street, Mentreal, was laid with appro-
ered. The changes made may be briefly in- priate religious ceremonies. Mr. Henry Ly-
dicated. At his own request Dr. H. Wilkes|man presided, and among those present were
retires from the Principalship, and due ac-|the Rev. Drs. Wilks and Stevenson, and Dr.
knowledgment was made of the long unweary- | Potts of the Methodist Church, Prof. Fenwick,
ing services our venerable father has rendered | and Principal Dawson of Macgill College, Prof.
to the denomination. His services are still | Cornish, Bishop Ussher, the Rev. J. S. Black,
retained in some of the classes. Professor|Myr. J. R. Dougall, Mr. George Hague. The
Fenwick remains at his post, which he has|proceediugs were opened with devotional
confessedly filled with marked ability. Dr.|exercises, conducted by Professor Fenwick,
Cornish accepts a lectureship for which he is|after which Dr. Cornish, Secretary of the
eminently fitted—New Testament Greek, Thig, | coilege, gave a sketch of the history of the
of course, in addition to his duties ab McGill | college, a copy of which was deposited in the
University. Dr. J. F. Stevenson, of Em-|stone,and which we intend to give our readers
manuel Church, has been elected Principal inext month, as at this time it seems desirable
vith class work attached. This is not, how- to place the same on permanent record. The
gver, a severance from his pastorate, both "'sketch recorded that the stone had been laid
vhich positions will be filled by him. We may ! by Mr. George Hague, President of the Board
just say a word regarding the new Principal. of Directors, Messrs. Hutchinson and Steele
in literary culture, vigour of mind, breadth of?being the architects of the building. Mr.
frmpathy and earnestness of Christian char- | Hague was presented with a silver trowel
peter, Dr. Stevenson has few equals and no‘.bea}ing the following inseription : *“ Presented
puperior in the Dominion; we speak advisedly ' to George Hague, Esq., on the occasion of the
fud without fear of any invidious compari-|laying of the corner-stone of the Congrega-
jous. The denomination ean rejoice in a mantional College of British North Ameriea:
gt the head of their educational institution | June 19th, 1§83." Having declared the stone
j:ond to none among the principals of thelto bLe well and truly laid, he said that the
fud ; let us remember this with becoming!present site had been chosen because of its
pride. The question, too, of Degrees in Di-: propinquity to the noble university with
punity is under consideration. Our college isiwhich the College was affiliated. He refered
Blely, therefore, to keep well in line with the'to the history of the Congregational Church
icknowledged progress of the day. 1in the old country, and spoke of the compar-
4 : latively recent throwing open of the great
® OX the Saturday morning the newly elected ' English universities to dissenters. Inconclu-
jrincipal was solemnly set apart for his work. | sion he said that, as the representative of the
$ev. W. Hay, as an old student, presiding./lay element, he trusted that the building
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might be carried on to a successful completion, f represented by one delegate at the annual
and that many students would be reared in it ; meeting of the Society, and churches subscrib.
woishy to proclaim the unscarchable riches of | ing annually fifty dollars or more may be re-
Clrist. Mr. Lyman announced that the con- ! presented by two delegates.” A still more
teuds of the box depositedin the corner-stone ; radical change is the putting aside of the dif.
were the historical sketch of the College, the i ferent district comraittees and the appointment
Congrregational Year Book for 1882-3, Starke's ! of an Executive Committee, composed of Pre.
Almanac for 1883; copies o, the Montreal sident, Secretary, Treasurer, the Superintend-
English papers, the Toronto Globe, Mail and ent, and one member from ecach District
INDEPENDENT and coins of the realm. The Association within the bounds of the opeta-
Rev. Dr. Wilkes offered up a dedicatory prayer, tions of the Society. It is pretty generally
after which Prof. Dawson on bebalf of the ! understood that hereafter the nominee of each
University, congratulated the Congregational } District Association, should such nomination
Chureh on the important step they were tak- be made, will be the “ one member from each
ing. The Congregational College had been District association” appointed. This will
the first to affiliate with McGill; but it had secure general representation with a minimun
Leen the last to provide itself with a building ' of expenditure, two objects specially needed
of its own. He hoped that the example of | with efficieney in our present state.

other colleges would be found beneficial to!
them. He trusted that the connection be-. - .
tween McGill and the new college might long| A MOST successful missionary meeting was
continue, with benefit to both, and that the !beld on the Thursday evening, with Rev. Dr
college might be blessed of God and be a|Cornish in the chair. After devotional exer
monument to His glory. The Rev. Dr. Stev-|cises, Rev. S. N. Jackson read the report of
enson, principal of the faculty, thanked his the Society. The receipts from all source
clerical brethren for their attendance, but re- during the past year amounted to $5,319,an
gretted the absence of several influentiai increase of $1,747 over those of 1882. This
centlemen. He referred feelingly to the|is the thirtieth anniversary of the Society.
Former principal, Dr. Wilkes, and prayed thatiand ite present stete is most encouraging|
the mantle of his predecessor might fall on his|The great need is more men to go out 1,
shoulders. In conclusion, he referred to the|preach the everlasting gospel. Reference was
increasing and imperative need of an educated ' made to the long-continued and valuable ser-
ministry in these days of general enlighten- i vices of the Rev. Dr. Wilkes.

ment, He hoped that all connected with the: Rev. Thomas Hall started the n}eeting in
college would strive together for the pl’OmO-Eexcenent Spirits’ reminding them that five
tion of the great purposes for which all had!years ago to-night he stood on the same plar-
been called, and that the only rivalry between!form to advocate the claims of missions, and
them might be the r}va}ry in love and goodithe kindly way in which he was received
works. After the singing of the doxology, by the brethren on that occasion had led
Bishop Ussher pronounced the benediction'him to come over the sea and labour among
and the assembly dispersed. 'them. The longer he was engaged in the
'work of missionary superintendent the large

. .. ! « the
Tas Misiopary ity s ntred npon 1 fld seemed o bt and ibe grotr

a new ers, and has effected many important,| 7 pete
and, it is hoped, wise changes in its machinery. 4100 of the brethren gave encouragement iu

The membership in the corporation is jimited | the future. They wanted more men—me

to “ members or adherents of Congregational 1 who can endure hardship and live on a b"“‘n
churches paying two dollars annually into the |s8lary and look pleased over it. Qur Eriend:
funds of the Socicty.” There is also to be a!over in England ought to help us in ou
church representation, which, considering that [' W‘,’"k' They are sending us over men by t’.hf
the church is the denominational unit, is cer- ;Shipload, and they ought to help us to tait
tainly a step in the right direction of denow- |¢3T¢ of then..

inationalizing our Society. “Cburches sub-| Rev. John Burton then addressed the meet

scribing annually ten dollars or more may beling. The substance of his address will, i
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B this magazine.

Rev.
f} gationalism should take in this free country.

& the history of your own denomination. We
Hhave a history of which we may be justly
fproud. We havea type of life that is required
Ehere now and in the future. The orthodox
§ Churches are ereed bound. We have no ereed,
i no confession, no catechisms. We are ortho-
Edox and we are free. We can go to battle

Bbe enabled to take our stand nobly in the
¥struggle which is already upon us.

§ The attendance was excellent and the inter-
Best, deey.

§ FOoREIGN missions were not neglected ; our
§Society has scarcely yet made itself felt, but
fithe interest 7s started, and that is something.
EMiss MacCallum is in Constantinople partly
funder its auspices, and ir the ‘mpetus given
gthis year to our denominational work foreign
fmissions will participate and aid.

§ Our Indian mission was represented by the
Eresence of our brother Mr Walker, who, on
fMonday evening, gave a few items of personal
Bhistory and of labour among his brethren. In
kthe course of his remarks he bore a touching
Etestimony to the comfort of the gospel, which
fbv the instrumentality of this Society he had
Feceived, baving during the past year buried
¥vife and child, and whom now he firmly
Bhoped to meet ere long on the other shore.

¥ OUR great North-West came in for a share
Wi attention—that vast territory awaiting
gettlement, the future home of millions. What
fesponsibiiities are upon us, what claims upon
pur energies. The report of the Manitoba
§-ommittee, however, was not as gratifying as
Bould have been desired. Rev. Robert McKay
Bad visited Brandon, with a view to organize
§ church there. Other places were visited,
git no churches had been organized. Rev.
Bharles Duff, M.A., had also visited the North-

Fesults are seen. This much, however, seems
have heen ascertained, that Brandon and
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g1 wish,” said the speaker, “ you Congrega-
d tionalists would intevest yourselves more in

B without fetters upon us, and should therefore ' offer ?
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snother form, appear in the future columas of | Pilot Mound afford two favourable centes of

"uperation; and the Exccutive Comumitiee, to

r. Stevenson, in his best vein, referred ' whom the entire mission work has ben en-
W0 the Rev. Mr. Hall and his work, and to
¥ the future place the free polity of Congre-

'trusted, will not let these positions b. for-
: gotten,

THESE meetings revealed pressing w: .ts.
' First : We need consecrated talent to press 1to
“the field. Young men, upon whom nn only
'necessity is laid to prcach the gospel, hut the
.equally urgent necessity of preparing there-
“for. Men vready to enlure hardness «nd
remain ; not dawdling around places on which
"their desires may be set, but quick to discern
their opportunity and press on. Who will
Secondly : We need a conseeration of
‘means; not a beggarly dollar or two doled
cout at famine prices, but gifts full, rich,
jurgent, free.  “ Bring ye all the tithes into the
istorehouse and prove God therewith.” And
"we need Pentecostal showers. Oh, adorable
| Spirit, quickener of the dead, breath of the
(living God, comforter from the blessed Jesus,
come, descend, baptize our churches with re-
newed zeal and holy fire; make us to burn
twith heavenly ardour, and go forth a true part
of the army of Jehovah of hosts, onward, for-
ward into light.

ONE item cf interest was, at least, intro-
duced, viz., the right of a woman to be con-
sidered the pastor of a church. The Union
has already conceded the right of admitting
female members as delegates, though the fact
is apparently concealed in the published
minutes by the omission of the sex marks—
Mr, Mrs., or Miss. As the Union is not a
church, the oft-quoted prohibitions (I Cor.
xiv, 34, 35: 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12) will scarcely be
held pertinent, and the permission to vote
being granted, it does seem anomalous to deny
to women what other voters have—the privi-
lege of presenting her reasons for voting. It
may here be interjected, her right to vote does
not give her liberty of speech, seeing she may
vote in the chureh, but is commanded to keep
silence. To which it must be replied that

“keep silence” must certainly be accepted
with limitations. The right to prophesy and

- lto pray publicly or in the church is plainly
BVest. He had met with the hearty co-opera- | conceded in one of the epistles already referred
glon of the friends there, but no imwmediate!to, 1 Cor. xi. 5; and
|aceord to a woman the rank of “deacon.”
| The oceasion of the discussion, which has been

om. xvi. 1 seemingly
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r-"~ved to the Union Committee (we a,re't,l:ons of the churches it represents. The Congrega.
supremely happy in not belonging to thatlt;""“l churches of the Republic are not unmindful «f
august bo dy on this most auspicious occasion). the Congregational churches of the Dominion, * oy

b % 5 ! . lis : half tribe ” over the river, ‘‘ cur kinsman according t
was the mention of a lady’s name in the lstlithe faith in Canada.” Had these delegates fultilled

of pulpit supplies for the ecity during the their trust, no one of your number would have had
TUhnion session, and the subsequent‘ avowal of i accasion to utter the complamt which recently appeard

v : P e oo, |1 the Boston  Cengregationalist (May 17, 1885)
g:?}i’ gidgegioislt;e?g%]t ?111)}::1}112&831110 flol wenber | Had Rev. Dr. George L. Walker, of Hartford, Comn.,
S g .

7 . AeOTE ;
. We COn-iborne our greetings in 1881, he would have convineed
fess ourselves ready to learn on this question,|you by bis eloquence that,

and trust some friend or friends will kindly .  Our fears, our hopes, our aims are oue,
discuss the matter briefly and to the point in Our comforts and our cares;”

our columns. Do women occupy essentml]x 1 but, alas ! he has neglected the trust reposed in hun,
in the churches ground different from men ¢: Had Rev. Dr, James W. Strong, President of Carletn
Was Paul 2 bachelor? or his wife a Xantippe? 'College, Minn., heeded in 1882 the call of the

We pause for a reply.

TrE Publishing Company, presented their
report ; the INDEPENDENT showed & clear bal-
ance-sheet, the « Year-Book ” a gain. It now
rests with the friends geuverally to place both
these publications upon a lasting basis. Re-
garding the INDEPENDENT, we may say it is
our intention of sending a mail list to each
pastor, and we trust (@) that the arrears may
receive attention, (b) that the names of those
who ought to be supporters absent from the
list may be placed on, that our subseription list
may be doubled. We shall then be prepared
to put on a new face with the new year.
Brethren, help us.

ONE of the not least pleasing features of the
meetings was the reception of Rev. A. Has-
tings Ross, of Port Huron, Michigan, dele-
gate from the National Council of the
sister churches of the United States. His
-address will best tell its own tale ; and its wise
suggestions will justify 1ts insertion in our
columns, without abridgment, though all must
be conscious that without the earnest, genial
grace of Mr. Ross™ delivery, its personal mag-
netism is marred; nevertheless, it bears careful
reading. We nced not add that our brother
was warmly greeted, and will be affectionately
remembered.

Mz. CsAIRMAN, FaTHERs AND BRETEREN,—The
communion of saints, though imperfectly expressed,
is nevertheless sweet ; and none the less sweet when
breaking the silence of years. The salutations which
1 bring you to-day from your brothers in the United
States, though not lately Leard, will surely be wel-
comed. It is not the fault of our churches that words
of sympathy and cheer have not been frequently
uttered here, for, in 1871 our National Council ap-
puinted three delegates, in 1877, six ; and in 1880,
three delegates, to bear to you the fraternal saluta-

“churches, he would have honoured his name in the

strength of his congratulations. Fresh from the
' struggles and privations of the great North-West, he
' would have met some of you as picket meets friendly
! picket along the advance line of the army of oceura-
"tion : but, alas! he too failed in duty. In your lone
| liness, you ¢ borrowed Dr. Eddy, of Detroit "—to uw
“the words of your correspondent—who bore to you
i out of a full and gushing heart, the unoflicial saluta-
{ tions of vur churches. And now, just previous to the
i meeting of the next National Council, the third one
! the appointed deputation stands before you, with ne-
i ther eloguence nor strength adequate to discharse
i aright the duty laid upon him. I bring you the official,
i but none the less hearty, salutations of four thousand
i churches. Hear me for their sake.

¥
| Your correspondent, to whom I have referred, says
to us : *‘It is not Christian on your part, because yn
are the oldest and the largest, and the richest, to fer-
" get or ignore your poor little brother. We want you,
_as our big brother, at least to stend by us and hold our
! hats while we fight with the difficulties of the situa-
"tion.” I beg to reply, on behalf of the Congregational
churches of the Republic: In the fraternity of our
polity there is no big and little, but, instead, brother-
hood, and brotherhood is equality. I come from an
eaual brotherhood to an equal brotherhood. All be
lievers are essentially equal; all congregations «
believers are essentially equal ; all sisterhoods of
churches are essentially equal. Equality lies at the
bottom of our polity. *“Be not ye called Rabbi’s,
said the Master, ‘“ and all ye are brethren.”” We b
'lieve in this. We build upon it against all hierarchic:”
f systems. We assure you there is no such thought n
tour heart as big and little. If our acts would indicate
it, it is because we are so busy with the work assigned
: us that we cannot find time, even for visiting. And we
presume the same is true of you ; for to only two o
* our four National Councils have you been present by
| your delegates—in 1871 and 1877— only once in sis
| years can you find time to visit us.

' Your correspondent says: ‘¢ Your fathers were our
| fathers, and that makes us brothers.” True: and we
!'ought to meet oftener than once in six years. With
our comnon faith, our common polity, our comnion
parentage, our common hope, our common trials, our
common Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ ; we ought ©
stand oftencr together, with uncovered heads, around
{ the common cross, and avouch ocur comnon' brother
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hood in Him who hung upon it to purchase for us a|triennially. This corresponds largely to the * Unions”
cor-mon redemption. in other countries. One step yet remains, to gather
Accept, then, the salutations of your brethren across | all the Congregational churches of the world into an
the border, and vespond, by sending a delegation to |occasional or decenninl Ecumenical Convention. Your
our next National Council, which meets the coming|most admirable Year Hook in giving the number of
autumi. ‘these churches in the most scattered countries, shows
Be agsured that we have no cause for boasting, but the necessity of such a wurld-wide conference. For
rather for humiliation, though we number nearly or.if you feel lonely here in the Dominion, and call for
yuite four thousand churches (3,436 in 1882); for, : thefellowshipof your ** big bruther,” what must be said
when we look backh upon our past history, we are;of the few mission and other churches in Africa and Asia
compelled to say that we neglected our trust, and gave i and the islands of the sea ? Their solitude will become
large parts of our heritage unto others. At the inde- | so unbearable, that they will seek the fellowship of
pendence of the Republic, modelled after our form of : others, if we do not show our sympathy for them.
church government, we stood foremost in numbers: For, whatever may be true of environment in mould-
and in influence.  But through the earher connection ing plants and animals, the influence of environment
of Church aud State, and its subsequent entangling ' upon polity is great. Imperial Rome was the potent
alliances, which begat distrust of our polity as fitted  matrix in which was conceived and nurtured papal
" for the west, we gave away our opportunity, which,: Rume. And the churches plarted by the money and
like the opportunities of youth, can never come again. , toils and prayers of free churches, if neglected, will
We gave our money and men to build up centralized : grow up, encircled by other influences, to contemn the
systems, and received in return a natural recompense, | liberty which our fathers purchased at so great a price
pity and contempt. And this our folly has worked to | of blood. We ought, therefore, th environ them with
your disadvantage. We have fallen from the fore- isympathies and fellowship, so that they may feel in
most rahk, to a place somewhat in the rear. That this : their straggles the support of the fraternity of sister
is not due to any defect in our polity, is proved by the | churches the world around. T. thi§ end all our
fact that the Baptists have held the second rank all | churches should meet statedly, or as occasion may
through our history asa nation. ' require, not only in the joys of a jubilee celebration,
Another mistake our fathers made, which has hin- ! but in the work, counsels, unity of an Ecumenical
dered our growth. They held that the ministry is|Convention. This our principles require, inorder to
a pastoral relation, and that an ordained man out . reach the completeness of the manifested kingdom of
of the official pastorate of a church was ipso facto ! heaven. .
out of the ministry, and could get back into the| Our work is urgent and prosperous. The supply
ministry again only by a second ordmation, called | does not keep pace with the demand. The calls of
installation. This our English brethren rejected,  God at home and abroad are cumulative. Our cry is,
and so recognition there and with you took the!men and money. Only 2,994 churches reported their
place of installation wth us. But the evil came:benevolent contributions for 1882, amounting to
in the matter of ministerial standing, which, by |%1,388,685.90 ; and c¢nly 2,256 churches reported their
the theory, was only held in the local church, inihome or parochial expenditures, which amounted to
the hands of the luity. A church, by removing its!&2,924,027.34 additional. However large this sum of
pastor, deposed him from the ministry ; and it was §4,317,713.74 may seem for piety freely to give, it is
therefore held responsible for its minister as a minis- | little, when measured by our ability and our duty.”
ter and as a member. When this theory of the min-, ** Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.”
istry gave way for the true one, no provision wasmade: In the prosecution of our work, we, hike you, are
for accountable ministerial standing ; that standing !troubled by emigrating ministers and members. They
was suffered to lie around loose, and our churches have | go from country to city, from town tc town, from
saffered from bad ministers, as no doubt yours have | State to State. It is hard keeping the fountains full ;
done, We are labouring to locate ministerial standing - yet, the fountains feed the sea. Our country churches
where both liberty and purity shall be conserved. feed the cities. It is easier and better to teach the
This, as we view it, is the great problem of unity and!boy than the man ; we must not therefore neglect the'
purity under liberty, destined to come into the front, ! country churches. It is in them that the timber
since unity and purity under force have proved impos- i is largely fashioned which makes the pillars of the
sible. ' city churches. We must train in town und city churches
Whle our past prosperity has thus been hindered, - the children in the faith and polity we love, that our
we are, nevertheless, hopeful for the future. Our'churches may stand firmi and prosper.
polity 18 now recognized by scholars as that of the = We have an increase in our population fronr abroad
primitive churches. This is a mighty vantage oround, - of nearly or quite seven millions every decade. To
which will ultimately prove decisive. Having vindi- ' meet this demand, our energies are taxed to their
cated that, our churches are exhibiting on the line of 'utmost. But you iave also a great North-West, des-
their full independence in the management of their tined to be a mighty empire. Plant it with free and
own affairs the unity for which Christ prayed. To ' pure churches. Our mark is one, whether on this or
this church fellowship in stated gatherings, ministerial | on that side of the line.
associations, and our societies for benevolence and: While this work of redeeming the world is heavy
missions, have been stepping stones in the States. So | upon our hearts, we shall finC 2om for no new depart-
that now our churches are gathered into District Asso- | ures in theology. The work is urgent ; our tools are
ciations, in which ministerial standing is largely held ; | the grand old doctrines which have stood the tests of
then into State Associations, meeting annually ; and | eighteen centuries, and which have ever been pro-
in a wideming circie into the National Council, meeting ' claimed in periods of religious awakening and con-
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quest. They are the weapons which God blesses with | three years' ministry the wondex and the salvation of
vietory, and He blesses no other. State churches, wman. He had ealled men to be His apostles, had en.
supported by State taxation, may continue to exist' dowed them with the spirit and the tongues of fire,
after the spiritual life bas censed, after Christ no more  and they had grne forth preaching His Word, erect.
walks in the midst of them : but free churches, sup-'ing cburches, saving men, making a literature that
portod by the free olferings of the people, to live, wasto be the most sacred iiterature of civilized man,

must preach the doctrines which renew the heart,
through the Spirit, which show a substantial reason
for the divine urgency in Christ Jesus. Schools may
speculate, but Christ conquers the heart of the world,
not by speculation, but by the truth. Standing on
the truth as it is in a crucitied Redeemer, let us multi-
ply our lsbours, and complete our fellowships, and
hope for the speedy triumph of the Gospel of the Son
of God in all the earth.

Fathers and Brethren : We leave with you the salu-
tations of all the Congregational churches of the Re-
public, and they join in the hope that our felluwship
may be constant and sweet. ‘¢ Watch ye, stand fast
in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. Let all
that ye.do be done in love.”

We are one. Ouy churches are opening their hearts
t0 & broader communion of saints than formerly, as
become the fellowship of the one and indivisible king-
dom of our Lokd  And we, who live so near together,
who have so many bonds to unite us, vught henceforth
to bear each vther's burdens, share each other's joys,
and live in cach other's fellowship.

ENGLISH TTN10N NOTES.

TrE English Congregational Union held its
semi-annual session in Mey, at the Memorial
Hall, Londos. Dr. Parker has been elected
chairman by one of the largest votes recorded.
As Dr, Parker sits in un editor’s chair, he must
permit us to tender our editorial congratula-
tions.

Dr. Parker’s election to the Chairmanship
is kindly noticed by the leading Nonconformist
papers, and the Cloristian Chronicle, which
Dr. Parker edits, speaking of the Doector’s

and man it eivilized. Sixty years ended, all seemed at
" Babylon, and Athens, and Kore as it bad been whea
they began. But ull was changed—man {o the world,
'the world to man. Another notion of God, snothe
idea of religion, another ideal of humanity, bad come
1o reign over masn's spirit, a vaster immensity had
- opened round his soul, & mightier eternity appealed t¢
bis imagination and kindled his hope. The change
i penetruted everywhere ; was to affect political insti.
“tutions, making them freer and bumaner ; was o re-
create literature ; supplyiog philosophy with sublimer
subjects of speculation, poetry with grander themes.
bistory with its most wonderful pages and devotior
‘with its loftiest inspiration, Art was to feel the
- new spirit, and rise from the rudest beginnings ia
, dark eatacombs to the most splendid achievements:
‘ architecture, building temples to the honour of Chriss
' name ; painting, through its love of Him, idealizing
“the manhood, the womanhood, and the infaney of
i earth, that they might besome syribols of the hu.
. manities that live in God ; musie, exaited and troes
formed by His influence, if not changing her very
nature, yot becoming & new art, that she might the
“ better sing the praise of His passion, and the more
‘ fitly render the exultation of His vietory. The supreme
. mowents in the later centuries have been the moments
_when the first bad been mightiest, when the Christ las,
i a5 it were, entered anew the spirit of man, inspired 1t
' witha deeperbateof tyranny, falseliood, sin and wrong,
iand a more victorious love of {reedom, truth and
' righteousness. The centuries and peoples that love
| these most know Christ best; the more of Him there
1is in an age, the neaver the age stands to Him. It i3
| His growing mastery over the human spirit that makes
"our day struggle so strenucusly to stand in the pres
.ence of His. Man feels that if he had once pierced
i snd possessed the mystery of Christ, his last problem
would be solved, his deepest need be satisfied. Men
may say, “ the religion owes less to Jesus than to
Paul; he made its high and spiritual ubniversalism.”

feeling in the matter says: “We know it toiBut Paul made no part of the matter, mede only the
be one of fervent desire that his relations with | form in which it could best be stated, the lerms in

Hioe | : 34 | which it could most fitly be explained. The theology
%El(}i%lg? ;i:?lshl;ﬁ?:? },ately concerned Shouldéof Paul was o science of Christ, without the Christ

i no science of Him had been possible. The religion,
then, thus created and instituted, springing from its

., OF the address by the present Chairman,  living root in the Person of its Founder, begins to be,
-and begins to be a religion at once missionary and

Dr. Fairbairn, we can only say it was worthy |
’ ¥ say y ‘universal. It is intended to embrace **all nations,”

of himself : 'to be preached to all men evervwhere. Paul did not
_ “Christianity in the First Century ™ was the sub- . create ihis universaliem. Jesus did. In thefar East,
ject. Distinguishing between ihe political and ihe indeed, an immense missionary religion was already
spiritual idesl of the Chureh, Dr. Fairbairn asked his: four centuries old. Buddhist preachers had spread
hearers to look at the Christian religion disacciated | throughout India, were penetrating the farther east,
from sects and sectarianisme. The only moment | Were seeking a way into the sated and seeptical and
when it could be so seen was tiie ideal period of its|superstitious west. But Buddhism was no genuine
higtory, when it issued, fresh and beautiful, from the , universalism ; it could associate with other faiths,
mind of Christ, and began in the hands of His spostles | would accept a divided homage, and, when salone, was
its glorious battle against evil and sin, and for God | too fatal to the social sanity of man to be capable of
and humenity. Jesus bad spoken His words, created I life in lands where the social ideal was plastio and
His society, died His death, made Himself in His|sovereign. But the religion of Jesus was, as it wers,




THE CANADIAN

INDEPENDENT. 197

g born universalism ; tha! wasg its native and inalien- throughout the world. The iostrument used by the
able characteristic. The ngency through which this apostles, the word or gospel they preached was next |
nniversalism was to be realized was so simple ; no'considered. They began their mission by preaching
cause conld have seemed 80 poorly equipped. Eleven | Christ erucified aud risen. The most frrvent prayer
wen of Galilee, humble, undistinguished mon, with-!they could utter was, *“ God forbid that I should glory

out birth or education, experience or knowledge of the .
They had been erther tax-gatherers or fisher-

world.
men, familiar with the lake and towns of Galilee,
upgequainted with other lands and peoples
could scarcely be sald to kunow let{ers; might, per
bups, be able to read the Ilebrew Bible, tint were

They

seve in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ.”” The sym-
bol wes extraordinary, wmight have seemed selected
expressly to offend. Tho ehange Jesus worked in the
cross wae o iniracle all the more wonderful that it
. was what men might call posthumons. All at once,
by virtue of what He suffered on it, it ceased to be

more than igrorant of the literature of Greece and . the sign of the felon slave's death, and became the
Rome, without the eye to perceive their beauticc or spwbol of & hope victorious over the grave. Since
sppraise therr wealth. Their heroes, the great men 'then it has graced the tomb of the martyred saint,
they knew and revered, were of their own race only, ; burned on the breast of the crusader, worked croa-
their father Abraham, Moses their Jaw-giver, David | tively in the imagination of the poet, been aa inspira-
their patriot king, Solomon their ideal sage, Isaial  tionto paioters, who have painted on their knees, as
their sublimest prophet. But the men whose pames | if it were in worsinp, been pictured by the preacher
were honoured in the schools of culture, potent in the | as the emblem of peace, the ground of reconciliation
aeademies, applauded in the Forum, poets like Homer ; between man and God, Lias cven on the field of battle
or Sophocles, philosophers like Plato or Aristotle, , marked the point where carnage must cease, and the
crators and statesmen like Demosthenes and Cicero ; gentle heart of women and the skilled hand of man
were to them utterly unknowan. Those eleven Gali- ] be gllowed to minister tenderly to the dying, and do
leans were, in a sense, children; knew not the:for the wounded their healing and beneficent work,
thoughts, the doubts, the despairs, the agonies and ' The ** dactrine of the Cross”’ was mighty from what
passions of sonls that lived anc wrestled in the great| it signified fo the spirit not from whatit seemed t6 the
world.  Like children, they were unconseious of the |sense. A uew Godbend was in it, a new Humanity,
awful tragedies that were being enacted before and ' a new whole spiritual Universe. After comparing the
avound them, though it might be they were only the { couception of God cherished by the Greek with the
better able to fill the stage with a swesler and happier ! Christian ides, end showing that the doctrine of the
vresence. But these men were not allowed to stand ; Cross in being interpretive of God, is also recreative
song alope ; they were soon joined by a man of rich- | of man, Dr. Fairbairn invited his hearers to consider
est nature and pre-eminent power. Born of Hebrew ) the political, moral, and religious condition of the age
parents, in the Greek colony of Tarsus, he stood re-}in which it lived. Xeligion, he said, was utterly
lated, as it were, orgsmicfdly to two most dissimilar ! divorced frorma morality ; godliness did not mean
peoples, histories,minds. From hisparents hereceived | goodness, tn he pious was not to be virtuous. They
the stern, intense, concentrated religious nature of the ' believed indcsd in oaths, but it was the least serupu-
Hebrew, the pride and privilege of an honoured Abra- | lous who insisted upon them being taken. (This point
hamio descent, possesssion of the oracles of God, ; was rapidly caught and cheered to the echo,) The
knowledge of Messianic heliefs, which were capable of | gods loved sasrifices, did not eare for moral obedience.
the meauest or most Divine interpretation. Irom his ; The philosupaers, not the priests, were the teachersof
Greek birth and iraining he derived his sympathy | virtue. The schools, not the temples, were the gnar-
with man, his idea of a freer and finer manhood | dians of morals. A religion without morslity soon
than Judea knew, his knowledge of heathen morality | becomes an immoral religion ; the religious emotions
and religion, his insight into the Greek mind, and|and sanctions deprived of ethical quality and control
subtle ability to realize its devotion to a faith which ! become the most debased and pergicious forces that
was the apotheosis of the beautiful, and aversion | can sot within the spirit of man. So we ars pot sur-
to & faith which was the gdeification of huxwility ; prised that Lucretius should have described religicn
and seffering. In bis single mind two races and two | as an oppressive burden to man, & monster of horrible
worlds met : as heir on the one side, to Hebrew reli- , aspect, which lowered upon mortals and gave birth to
ligion, literature, knowledge, he could well understand | abominable and unholy deeds. Men as grave as
the history which led up to Christ, and the Christ who | Strabo could speak of the mythologies as bugbears
fulfilled it; as heir, on the other, to the humaner iinvented to amuse obildish people; men as brilliznt
ideels, the sunnier, yet deeper thought, the loftier and | as Lucian knew not what better to do with their wit
more ereative imagination of Greece, e could inter- than satirise the lying and knavery of religion. The
pret at once the aititude of the Greek mind to Christ, meeting of the two forces, the doctrine of the Crucified
and the meaning of Christ to the Greek mind. God ' preached by the men of Galilee and the man of Tar-
mede Paul for the moment, the moment for Paul. 'sus, and the Roman Empire, the colossal Anti-Christ,
The only paraliel to Paul was Moses ; what the one | whose gigantic figure filled alike the earth and the
did for the old Jaw the other did for the new. Moses;ses, was dealt with, and the intellectual, moral, and
wag 5 Hebrew by descent, but an Egyptian by educa- social changes wrought by Christianity. Dr. Fair-
tion. By nature he understood the one people, by bairn asked, in closing, Why had the doctrine of Christ
culture the other. He was a medin‘or between Egypt | so wonderful a career ? The presence of the Spirit of
and the Hebrews, just as Paul was a mediator between - God with the apostolic men of the first century, the
the Hebrews and the Greeks. Moses carried the vine ; absence of & priesthood, and the preaching of the Gos-
out of Egypt and planted it in Palestine, and Paul ! pel, furnished the chief materials for an anawer. The
brought the living vine out of Palestine and planted it ! supreme doetrine wag the doctrine of the Cross ; with-
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out it there was no w. rd that saved. But it wasnever
p:eached as a mere dctached or isolated fragment—a
visible puint locking out of palpable daikuess. Had
it been so preached, it ha? never prevailed. Let the
apostolic epistles show how it was preached, set in
living relation to the whole realm of thcught, the world
of being and actions A centre, to be a centre, must
bhave a ciicumferer.ce; the man who does not, now
and then, make his people fee] the immense circum-
ference of the truth, with all the lines radiating from
the centre towards it, docs not preach the Gospel.
But the circuniference, to be a circumference, must
hate a centre ; and the man who does not stand i
the centre, speak to all men and look at all things
from i%, is 2 man who will never feel or make others
feel that there is any circumference whatcver, will
never see bimeself or make others sce the beauty of
the converging and radiating lines. Here, in the vital
centre, the apostles stood, and their work was the
splendid work we have seen ; here, too, It us stand,
coveting their spirit, emulating their zcal, imitating
their methods, and we shall bear our part in making
the kingdems of the woild the kingdoms of our God
and of His Christ.

OF the Jubilee fund we read that the
amount now received and promised amounts
to £243,000, and it can not be doubted but
that, before the Jubilee period closes, one half
of the £500,000 of chapel debts contracted
before May, 1881, would be paid off. Some
very formal deliverances upon “lay agency”
were pre:ented and adopted. This subject
has been very freely discussed in the columnsof
the Nonconformist and Independent. We
confess to considerable impatience with dis-
cussions on this subject. As our valued con-
temporary says, “it is certainly a remarkable
fact that the Congregationalists, who, of all the
great religious bodics, make least of the dis-
tinction between the crdained minister and the
private church member, should have allowed
- churches which make the most of it to sur-
pass them in the employment of iay preachers.”
We are persuaded, however, that the non-
utilization of lay talent is not due to “cxces-
sive clerical jealousy ” as has been charged,
there are few earnest pastors who, as they
view their churches, would not exclaim with-

out mental reservation, “ Would that all God's!
people were prophets,” but real worth is too;

often needlessly modest,and shallow forward-
ness correspondingly loquacious—hence a
great part of the difficulty. The pastor a-
a preacher is called by the church to his work,
too readily ““lay preachers” call themselves.
Not but what the regular pulpit has its noisy
pretenders ; but a church can soon end such
ministraticons if it will, but how are we to get
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'rid of a persistently inefficient lay-preacher}
We do need all talent conscrated to seivice; ang
gladly place the pastor as a co-worker wi
his tlock. We not only freely, but joyfulk
ladmit that there is preaching talents of highey
order among our so-called laity, and fecf
assured that we need discriminating churche
to acknowledge such and call it forth to tif
much-as-ever needed work of proclaiming t
glad tidings of the Gospel of peace.

THE “ Affrmation Biill " came up for disen§
sion. The resoluticn passed merely assert.Jd
the principle that no member duly eleet
should te excluded from Parliament on accour
of his religious opinions. Only three of thj
representatives present voted against the res
lution, which was, of course, carried by acd
mation. There was also animated conferen
on Educational interests, and the Examinatic
of the young in Scriptural knowledge an
Ecclesiastical facts. Altogether the meetin
seemed to have been marked by good feelis
and practical wisdom.

EDITORIAL JUOITINGS.

THE Right Hon. John Bright presided in tt
Metropolitan Tabernacle Londou at the closin
meeting of the English Liberation Society i
May last. In his speech against establishment
he made some sad, and terrible indictmen:
agalnst the bishops of the Established Chure
He spoke of the persecution endured undy
the unhallowed alliance, and of the fact, f
fact it certainly is, that the bishops as peer
of the realm have in general endeavoured 1§
block every reform which had for its obje
ithe political or religious liberty of the peopl
tand, by incontrovertable facts sustained,d
lclared that what of liberty England rejoics
'in, had been during the past two hundre
L years wrung by Non-conformist churches fros
!the dominant Church and State.
Dr. McFadyen, of Manchester, in his speec:
rat the same mecting, referring to a doubtit

istatement obtaining currency that the enu
imous sum of £30,000 has been paid in
'varied forms and ceremonies connected wit
{the election and enthronement of the Arc-i
;bishop of Canterbury quoted from an extracks
made from the Manchester Times, regardinfg
the appointment of Dr. Jackson to the bishep 8
ric of Lincoln from which it appears that thag
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bishop's expenses were £468. He paid to the dream. The Greek Church rejoices in the
Secretary of State £17 13s. 6d.; to the Attor-|proud name of Orthodox, and will die sooner
ney-General, £91 8s. 6d.; for the royal letter |than yield what Fathers and Councils have
of recommendation, £9 3s. 6.; to the petty | bequeathed. Dogmatic belief and unbroken
bag office, £41 19s. ., and £48 25, 10d.; £21tradition are with the Eastern rather than
for the Archbishops fiat; £31 for the Vicar-'vith the Western Church. There is a Church
General, ete., ete. These are certainly relies of ' that can and does outrival Rome and its little
the olden times. i travesty known as High Churchism in their
We happen to possess a volume bearing | claims for true apostolic succession in priest-
date 1723, which may be called a nationalihood and doctrine; secure in its unbroken
- Year Book of Great Britain. Among otherihistoric faith the Eastern Church through its
curious items, is a list of salaries and fees|Patriarch ecan speak of the Papacy as “the
received by various officers of Her Majesty’s|great heresy of these latter days, Hourishing
househeld.  Among these is the *Bill oflag Arianisin before flourished, and, like Arian-
Homage Fees,” due the King's servants, from!ism, to be cast down and pass away.” To that
every bishop upon his promotion. (N.B. An!Church the Pope is not the infallible, but
Archbishops fees are double) The Lord|«the first Protestant heretic—the founder of
Chamberlain receives £10, the Master Cook |(ierman rationalism.” Indeed, the Metrapo-
£1. 35, the King's Baker £1. Waiters, gentle- ilitan Bishop of Moscow supplies the place of

man ushers, closet keepers, ete,, ete., all fall in
for a share, until £112 10s. 4d. is summed up:
moneys paid to those who have no more real
connection with the oftice of a bishop, as the
N. T. has it, than Sirius, the dogstar, with
the King of Timbuctoo. Is it to be wondered
at that men who earn their bread by constant
wil rebel against being ealled upon to support
such mummeries yelept Christianity ?

Wirtiad CraMBERS is dead, his younger
brother, Robert having preceded him but a
short ime. What W. & R. Chambers did for
the masses in the line of literature which ele-
vates and interests, is not likely to find ade-
quate enwmeration. At the commencement of
their career, in 1830, these words fell from
Williaw’s pen: “I see the straight path of
moral responsibility before me, and shall, by
the blessing of God, adhere to the line of recti-
tude and duty.” Nobly written, and nobly
performed. Their cheap and wholesome liter-
ature for the million has wrought more true
good for humanity than the glory of Blen-
heim or even Trafalear.

the Roman Patriarchate rendered void by the
schism of the Roman Bishop. The Russian
Czar is to-day the father of the entire patui-
archal family. “ His coronation is not a mere
ceremony, but a historical event and solemn
consecration. It is preceded by fasting and
seelusion, and takes place in the most sacred
church in Russia; the Emperor, not as in the
corresponding forms of European investiture,
a passive recipient, but himself the principal
figure in the whole scene; himself recitin

aloud the confession of the orthodox faith;
himself alone on his knees, amidst the assem-
bled multitude, offering up the prayer of inter-
cession for the Empire; himself placing his
own crown with his own hands upon his own
head; himself entering through the sacred
doors of the innermost sanctuary, and taking
from the altar the clements of the bread and
wine, of which then and there, in virtue of his
consecration, he eommunicates with bishops,
priests, and deacons.” The Byzantine Em-
| perors, Orientals themselves being judges,
have been tainted with heresy, not the orthe-
‘dox Czar of the Russias. “He who llas-
iphemes his Maker meets with forgiveness

Tut coronation of the Czar of All the among men, but he who reviles the Emperor
Russias, consummated since our last with be-.is sure to lose his head.” He who was so
coming pomp, has ecclesiastical as well as;recently crowned after over two years’ delay,
political interest. The Russian Church is the ' as far as tradition and rite are concerned, is a
great representative of the Eastern schism es king indeed; and we are not without faith
Rome has been of the Western; of Greek as|that his autocracy may yet prove a boon to
distinguished from Latin Christianity. The|the mixed and, in many respects, semi-barba-
Latin Chureh has ever ealled itself Catholic:|rous tribes that wait his word. Before parting

aworld empire has been its aim and is still its|from this subject another word. One «f



200 THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

the proudest days in British annals was when! IT may not hurt Canadians to know thy
England’s statesmen with a stroke of the pen |the Dominion stands fourth in the list of mer
abolished for ever from her wide possessions |cantile navies of the earth, estimated by tor.
the curse of negro slavery. Itis a proud boast nage. Pertinent to this remark we may no

and a just one that— iregarding the Allan line, the following iter
i l.v y e > vy Y %,
““ Slaves cannot breathe in England : if their lungs ' ivom the Liverpool Journal of Commerce.
Receive nur air, that Jmoment they are free 3 L i Inpresenting an address to Captain Smith, of
They touch our country and their shackles fall. ' Cireassian, the Hon. A. Mackenzie stated : **1a:

Will not the future historian record with . sure that 1 speak the views of at least all Canadiar,
equal honour the Imperial mandate by which iwhen 1 say that we are proud of the Allan line -
i late Aut t of Russi inat liCanndian steamships, and that no money was ew
ie late Autocrat o Uss1a  CManCipated iyetter spent than the comparatively small mail subs;
twenty million serfs ¢+ Let us be just; Russia | which the company received from the Government;
is not prepared for representative government ; carry the mails and aiél in securing a first-class stes:
yet. Not altogether have her Czars proved : communication with England.
tyrants in their irresponsible rule. . We have ourselves crossed with Captsi
‘Smith and other captains of that line,and ca
AND still the world (ecclesiastical) moves—  say Canada need not hold down her head u
ad canes: for why? 'Jaccount of her steamships, or the gentlemany
The Bishop of Huron was introduced to’character of officers and crew.
the Presbyterian Assembly at London this'
month (June), took his seat on the platform,;: Dr. Horarivs BoNAR, author of man
m}d called the Presbyterian a sister church, sweet hymns of faith and hope, on assumir
Well, we welcome the sign of the tlmes.- Andlihe chair of Moderator of the Free Churt
a staunch Presbyterian Moderator gave the ;Assembly in Scotland has given utterance «
right hand of fellowship to a Prelate. Shade ' ;e pessimist croaking :
of Jenny Geddes! What next¢ Well we o S
N d d h lesiastical They lived in an uneasy time, and they could n«
reca.l OUr A canes anc say the ecclesiastical | gofine” what they wanted. Men were trying to Im
world is moving towards—well, we may as upon abstractions and idealisms, But the soul 1
well utter it, gOOd old Eng]ish Cromwellian | earnest loathed this light food. Men were asking f¢

: : A thing which flew £ b
Congregationalism. So mote it be. something which flew from them the more they sougt
it. Dissatisfaction was everywhere, and men vain}

. asked, ¢ Who will show us any good i They wex

AXD again. The Ff‘ee Church of Scotland always on the point of rest, but weariness cleaved 1
has decided, by a decided majority in its As-!them. They were confident of liberty, but the chairl
sembly, that “ there is nothing in the Word of | #ould nct fall off. They enlarged their thoughts

.. T B} s I'the very limits of the possible or conceivable, anda
God, or in’ the constitution or laws of their: they got was uncertsinty, They demanded progws

church to p]“eclude the use of instrumental!as the birthright of humanity ; and lo! they wex
music in public Worship as an aid to vocal ']u}xlrriedegwn a steep érnlcline inlta s:)lme %o{d abﬁ'ss
raise.” The only contrary motion was for a  where God was not. They predicted stability, lu
?ear’s delay, ygt t}))ecdec]m}g;ion of liberty wasi}’e}mld' feilure and miscarriage. Was this all i
O inst 959.  And thus | ength to which the “orld' had come? “a_s tl{lsa

made by & vote of 390 against 25 ADNALNUS {08 the Church could point 1o as the fruit of he
the Free Church of Scotland has wisely and !labours? Was this the condition in which the gosg
decisively laid to rest. almost assoon as raised, | was meant to land them - ;
the organ difficulty. May that great body  And yet the Free Church, over whose i
long enjoy its prosperity and spiric. sembly le was presiding, has over a thousan
active churches in its communion. and las
THE power of voluntary Christianity is'year raised over thr_ee. }nil]ion dollays for 1:
seen in the fact that though the Church of ‘work: generally missions are taking ho:
Scotland claims the larger membership, its - upon the ends of the earth, tlie poor and help
income all told, Statc and otherwise, was one 'less are being cared for as never in hums
million dollars less last vear then that of the history before by nations, not individuak;
Free Church, and less than that of the small ! war has been TOb_b?d of much of its horra
United Presbyterian by a quarter of a million. 'and men are enquiring, as never of old,  wk
Wealth and aristocracy with all their excel- | Wwill show u~ any good:” and the worthi
lencies are not all. | pessimist lifts, not the light of God’s counter
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rom one of the fairest manses in Scotland.
B We trust ere long the pealing organ will
Biscund in Dr. Bonar's ears some of his own soul
Pstining verses.

' Adown the dark crag's sea-stained steep
The daylight has begun to crecp,

The clouds are wakening from their sleep ;

g JupinaTs !
3 Like sparkles from the glassy sea,
Or gleams of far eternity,
The sign of coming joy we see ;
JUBILATE !

E{ Dr. Joun W. Corenso. Bishop of Natal,
s dead at the not advanced age of sixty-nine.
gVt many years ago every theologian or sup-
ksosed theologian had his say about the fearless

athematician, and hosts of school boys
$puzzled their brains over his Euclid and
Blilgebra.  Both his mathematical treatises

-

kend Old T
Bmeasure superceded by fresher but hardly
pmore able expounders. By the strange an-

Ebmalies of Church and State, ecclesiastically
Bdeposed from his bishoprie for heresy, he en-
Hoved to the end the legal status and emolu-
Ements of Bishop of Natal, and to his honour

Bbe it said, never flinched from advocating the
ause of the natives against the oppressions
@f the more civilized races. The controversy
Recarding the Pentateuch is still active in
which his writings played to the English
Bpeaking people a pioneer part, though the
Fridening of the debatable ground, and the
$rosh discoverers of subsequent years have
Eirtually placed his volumes under the dust of
#he upper shelves. De morturs, nil nisi
Ponum ; we will remember only his fearless
fonesty and manifested regard for the wild
fnhabitants of his diocese as we breathe a
Penizon over his grave.

)N THE RELATION OF THE LORD'S
SUPPER TO THE TRUTHS IN THE
SIXTH OF JOHN.

BY REV. BUNTHORN MUSGRAVE.

‘Except yo eat the flesh of the Son of man, snd drink
Jis blood, ye have no life in you." (Matthew xxvi. 26-
§5.) John vi. 53-58.

These are our Lord’s own words, preceded
v His own impressive announcement,
Verily, verily, I say unto you” They are

Sance, but the cloud of an atrabilarious plaint,

estament commentaries are in large

lof the very words of which He said subse-
fquently in the same discourse (John vi. 63)
i the words that I speak unto you, they are
| spirit and they are life.” :
- They relate to truths which our Lord Him-
self declares to be vital, for they distinetly
1state that, unless we are enjoying two benefits
ifrom Christ we have no life in ourselves:
i therefore they ought not to be vaguely passed
,over, but to be most clearly understood. What,
then, is their exact meaning?

It may be well first to notice what they

rcannot mean. The expression used Ly the
Saviour, dictated by the Holy Ghost, “ the
.flesh of the Son oF MAN,” precludes the false
"conception that these words point to a mira-
“culous reproduction of the flesh of the Son of
God; which is worshipped and supposed by
the Papist to be eaten by the communicant in
_the sacrifice of the Mass. It is “the flesh of
the Son of man ” which the believer is said to
“cat:” it is “ His blood” which the believer
is said to “drink”” On the other hand,
.cur Lord could not mean, literally, material
“flesh; because, in the 63rd verse, He declares
plainly “ The flesh profiteth nothing.” And
He knew that the Jews to whom He spoke
could not suppose that they were to drink
literal blood, because “ blood ” was absolutely
forbidden to them in Leviticus vii. 27, and
'xvii. 10. (This signal prohibition with regard
to “ blood ” was after wards perpetuated in the
Christian church, Acts xv. 20.) :

Since this thought of a cannibal feast on
the fiesh and blood of a teacher was precluded,
not only by natural abhorrence, but by posi-
tive Jewish precept, it is evident that our
‘Lord spoke to his hearers by striking figures.

Through four consecutive verses, our Lord
keeps in distinct view two ideas, while He
enforces them both. Under the expressions
“flesh” and “blood,” two separate objects are
+declared to be necessary to the believer’s life.
And under the emblematic actions of eating
~and drinking two exercises of faith are de-
“clared requisite to the proper appropriation of
. the respective objects,

We have no difficulty in understanding
-what our Lord meant by “ His blood.” The
"bloed of our Saviour is by metonymy, all
ithrough the New Testament, put for the
. Atonement. The key to this figure of speech
'is found in Leviticus xvii. 11, “ Itis the blood
i that maketh an atonement for the soul.”
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By a common metonymy, the striking

accompaniment of a much larger idea is taken
to express the larger idea. Thus, “{from the
cradle to the grave” means “from infaney to
death.” In still closer figure our Lord desig-
nates His atonement and the result of it by
“ His blood,” which was at once the cause and
the marked feature of that atonement. Aund
i1 the same way He designates His Incarna-
tion and the result of it by the expression
“ the flesh of the Son of man.” “The Word
was made flesh,”
the Incarnation.

It is necessary to remember that as we can-
not obtain blood except from some living bedy

is the inspired description of |

through His incarnation, through the pevfect
obedience of His * flesh.”

“ Forasmuch, then, as the children are par-
takers of flesh and blood, He also Himself
likewise took part of the same;” and owr
Lord in John vi. 53-58 anticipates the results
of His vicarious life and death as furnishing
sustenance and gladness to the souls of b
lievers. “For” (he says in verse 53) “My
flesh is weat indeed, and my blood is drink
indeed.” “My flesh,” then, stands by wme-
tonymy for the effect of my Hesh—the obedi.
ence of my flesh; “My blood” in the same
way stands for the cftect of my blood—the
atonement of my blood.

so “here could have been no Atcnement unless,  The work of Christ (of which He said “1
7.« Incarnation had preceded it. “Withoutihave glorified Thee on the earth; I have
ontroversy great is the mystery of godlinessfinished the work which Thou gavest Me to
—He who was manifested in the flesh.” Hisldo”; ought not to be slighted in our regard for
“flesh ” then means His incarnate life; His)His final sacrifice. We are prone to forget

“blood” means His atoning death.

By drinking His blood we consider that our
Lord meant imbibing into our hearts by faith
His atoning death and the reconciliation with
God which results from it. By eating the
flesh of the Son of man we consider that e
meant appropriating to our own souls by faith
His incarnate life as our substitute, and feed-
ing mentally for the support of our souls on

Lthat for us “ He humbled Himself and became
OBEDIENT unto death, even the death of the
Cross.” This obedience He referred to when
He said “ My meat it is to do the will of Him
that sent Me and to finish His work;” and
when He said on the Cross “1It is finished”
| And this obedience of His which fulfilled the
Law and magnitied it, is “the bread of life” to
the believer; and is that offering of which

the perfect obedience which He wrought out | Isaiah declared “ The Lord is well pleased for
on our behalf. | His righteousness’ sake.” The two ideas of
There are two distinct elements in the sal- lHis obedience and of His sacrifice are esscn-
vation of Christ which make it doubly precious tial to a right view of the Mediators glory
to the believer—His doing and His dying for jand the Saviour’s efficacy. These two ideas
us. may be separated in conception: our Lord
His obedience on our behaif is not less essen- | might have obeyed without dying, or He might
tial to our salvation than His atonement.|have died on the Cross without submitting
“Foras by one man'’s disobedience maqy were His whole life in dutiful obedience to the Law
made sinners, so by THE OBEDIENCE of oneof God.
shall many be made righteous” The fulfil-; His lifelong obedience, together with His
ment of this obedience was the purpose of the jatonement by Llood shed for our sins, com-
Incarnation. “ Lo, I come to do Thy will, O ' pleted His salvation as our substitute. And
God.” “Thus it becometh us to fulfil all accordingly the “ Westminster Confession of
righteousness.” And the reconciliation which , Faith ” (chap. viii. 5) avers, * The Lord Jesus
the believer drinks into his heart through the | by His perfect obedience and sacrifice of Him-
sacrificial atomer:~~*t of Christ is evidently 'sclf, which He through the eternal Spirit once
intended, and is potent, to invigorate “the |offered up unto God, hath fully satisfied the
obedience of faith,” which is sustained by de- | justice of His Father, and purchased no oniy
pendence on “the Lord our righteousness.” |reconciliation, but an everlasting inheritance
Reconciliation ar 1 righteousness are the asso- for all those whom the Father hath given uato
ciated gifts of the Saviour to the believer in | Him.”

the gospel. (Sze Romans v. 10, 11, and 17.)
This reconciliation comes to us through His
“blood.” This righteousness comes to us

Faith appropriates this perfect obedience
for the support of its own life, just as it cordi-
ally imbibes the atonement in order to realize
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fnce) is invigorated by the sense of reconcilia-
ktion; as we are told in Leviticus that “the life
4f the flesh is in the blood,” “ the life of all

&)

1
#

phought of appropriating to ourselves Christ’s
ighteousness as our covering—as our “ wed-

ing garment.”  But Scripture sanctions ex-
Epressly the thought of feeding upon the
Eiicuteousness of Christ by a sceeond metaphor
“Blessed are they that hunger and thirst

i iter righteousness, for they shall be filted.”

Z

EY

fhclievers are Loth covered, and at the same
Blime satisfied, sustained, and nourished by the
Bightcousness of Christ. “Iu the Lord have
8 richteousness and strength.,”—«I will go in
#he strength of the Lord God; I will make
fhention of Thy rightecusness, even of Thine
#nly."—“ The Lord is the strength of my life,”
flays the Psalmist speaking for the believer.
ceble and guilty sinners nced strength as
Bxell as pardon from the Saviour. The roasted
fesh of the Passover Lamb, eaten as food for
Bustenance, typified the one truth, while its
ghiood sprinkled on the door posts for the
gecurity of the inmates typified the other.
The double blessing conferred by the
viour was likewise typified by the two
ats. The one represented the expiation of
n by the crucified Saviour, the other the re-

esh is the blood thereof.” (Lev. xvii. 11-14.) : li
We are more familiar with the metaphorical 'he shall live by Me,” He distinguishes the

:“ Bee
, connection between “righteousness” and “life”
(15 so close that in Seriptvre the one idea often
i As it is figuratively true both that believers  suggests its accompaniment. Thus, the erown-
re sprinkled with the blood of Christ and,ing result of the gospel is that “Grace may
Blrink His blood; so it is equally true thatreign through rightrousness unto eternal life
[ through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

e joyous consciousness of reconciliation. |the strengthening support of the bLeliever's
¥and “the obedience of faith” (i.c., faith’s obedi- [soul, as the atonement is the very joy of his

heart.

When our Lord in the 57th verse says:
As the living Tather hath sent Me, and I
ve by the Father, so he that cateth Me even

|
e
'

thought of His sustaining Life from the
i thought of His gladdening atonement, and He
'then utters the same truth whick: is contained
in His subsequent assurances to His disciples,
ause I live ye shall live also.” And the

(Romans v.
21.) Therightcousness here is evidently, from
the 18th and 19th verses, the righteousness of
Christ, and the “eternal life” is that of be-
lievers who live through that righteousness.
“ The Lord our Rightejusness is the Prince of
Life.” 1t remains forever true that « as right-
eousness tendeth to life, so he that pursueth
evil pursueth it to his own death.” The right-
eousness of faith is the right duing of faith.
For as the body without the spirit is dead, so
faith without werks is dead also. “ The word
of righteousness” in Hebrews v. 13 is “the
word of life” in Philippians ii. 16.

To the believer conscious of weakness and
of sin the preciousuess of the Saviour is en-
hanced by the gracious promise, “ He that
cometh to Me shall never hunger "—surely the

Baoval of sin by the risen Saviour.
A

2

BMwofold blessing 1s constantly referred tv in

And this;

i
1

Saviour means for righteousness; “ He that
believeth on Me shall never thirst"—surely He

gihe New Testament. Thus, “if we say that | raeans for reconciliation. But the mystery of
Bt have no sin we deceive ourselves and the the Incarnation is the basis of this mghteous-
Hruth is not in us, but if we confess our sins | Bess which is appropriated (however imper-

#le is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
d to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
Morgiveness and cleansing are both promised
B repentance.  And the forgiveness has re-.

ised up his Son Jesus sent Him to bless you
turning away every one of you from your|
gniquities.  The actual turning away from sin
& the orand purpose of the gospel. “For
@ith the heart man believeth unto righteons-
Jess,” and « Christ is the completion of the
v for righteousness to everyone that be-
geveth”  The right-doing of the Saviour is

n

gard to the removal of sin, as Peter preached |
the Jews, “Unto you first God having nature He Himself declared “the prinee of

i

!

fectly) by the believer.

Chust’s holy humanity was the frame of
is filial obedience (for though He were a son
yet learned He obedience by the things which
He suffered), and concerning His human

this wo-ld cometh and hath nothing in Me.”
Therefore faith may be said to feed on the
Incarnation as the cause of all that followed
from it. And the Incarnation which furnished
the bread of life to the believing soul seems to
be the direct explanation of the 5lst verse,
“T am the living bread which came down from
heaven: if any man cat of this bread he shall
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live forever: and the bread that I will give is teacher forgetful of his own instruction
My flesh, which I will give for the life of the . While we admit that the earlier statements
world.” of our Lord in that chapter of John are more

The incarnate obedience of the Saviour and general and more vital in their import, we
His expiatory atonement are the particular, cannot but think that the emblems and figure
truths which are intended by our Lord’s own emplo)’?d, in f:he subquuent institution of the
figurative expressions “My flesh” and “ My Eucharist, point particularly to the very same
blood.” And these He declares must be re-|truths which are essential to our salvation,
ceived into our souls by faith for spiritual life,! And we hold that the obedient participation
just as food and drink are taken into the body, - in the Lord’s Supper is graciously intended to

tor nourishment and refreshment. The precise
form of the statement in the 34th and 56th
verses indicates a persistent condition of faith.
The words in the orviginal are in the present
participle—" He that is eating My flesh and
drinking My blood bath eternal life;” “He
that is eating My flesh and drinking My blood
dwelleth in Me¢ and T inhim.” And the verb
used in four verses (34, 56, 57, 58) is not the
common verb for eating, but a verb which de-
notes chewing—gnawing. This verb implies
the constant application of faith to its object,
and the mental manducation here intended
cannot be limited to an occasional act, but is
rather represented as incessant in purpose.

Tt is thus plain that the truths in the sixth
of John, which are declared to be essential to
our life (for without faith’s reception of them
“ye have not life in yourselves"—New Revi-

sion), rank, in vital importance to us, above

the occasional reception of the Lord’s Supper.
On the other hand, it is impossible to conceive
that our Lord made no reference to these
higher traths when He instituted His own
Supper. The figurative terms in which He
enjoined that observance are almost identical
with those of the sixth of John. And the
material emblems in the Supper, by the ap-
pointment of His own Grace, give realization
to the spiritual truths.

To suppose that when He took bread and
said (Matthew xxvi. 26) “Take, eat; this is
My body,” He did not refer to His own pre-
vious announcement, “ I am the bread of life,”
is to imagine our Lord negligent of His own
most solemn words and misleading in His
utterances. Tosuppose that after His declara-
tions in the sixth of John He could say to the
same disciples, on givin

lassurc us of spiritual communion with the
'Saviour, and to strengthen our faith in the
.very truths contained in the sixth of John.
By material symbols Christ is exhibited in
the Eucharist as at once “the bread of life”
‘and the wine of the New Testament. Our
“Lord teaches us that the bread eaten signifies
"His “ body ”; that the wine or cup signifies
» ‘His blood ” of the New Testament. These
figurative expressions “my body ” “my blood
of the New Testament ” in Matthew xxvi. 26
and 28 correspond in meaning with the like
figures “ my tlesh” and “my blood ” in John
vi. 54-36.
. In Hebrews x. 5-10, onr Lord’s “body "~ is
‘identified with His filial obedience. “Lo1l
come to do Thy will O God,” “by the which
will we are sanctified through the offering of
.the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”

The greater the force which we assign to
the Greek verb “esti” (in Matthew xxvi. 26,
the greater is the necessity for our contem-
‘plating a spiritual meaning in the expression

‘my body.” For it is impossible to suppose
‘that our Lord intended a literal mastication
.of His human body ; whereas a mental man-
.ducation—a spiritual appropriation of the
.Saviour’s incarnate obedience, fulfilled on our
.behalf, is essential to the life of the believer
In the same way the more vividly the wine
is conceived to mean the blood of the Son of
“man, the more impossible is it to think liter-
ally that the believer is intended to drink the
himan blood of his substitute, either in im-
;agination or in spiritual desire.
' The “blood ” which we are to drink can be
-nothing but the atonement by blood, the wine
:of reconciliation. As the natural heart i

a cup to them, cheered by wine, so the spiritual heart of the

“Drink ye all of it; for this is My blood of ‘,‘believer is gladdened by the consciousness of
the New Testament which is shed for many ireconciliation through the atonement. The
for the remission of sins,” without referring to ' heart drinks in the atonement like wine for
a former assurance when He had said “My spiritual joy. Our Lord’s first miracle at Cana
blood is drink indeed,” is to imagine a divine | was typical of the transcendent truth that He
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changes the water of repentanceinto the wine {of Christ. But the passage has no meaning
of joy in the heart of the believer. Papists'at all if faith has no communion with the
withhold the cup from the laity. It is re-|Saviour in His Supper.
markable that the doctrine of the Romish; Several conclusions result from a careful
church also denies to the sinner any assurance | examination of Seripture with regard to the
of reconciliation. The cheering and invigor- | Lord’s Supper.
ating etfect of the blood of Christ upon the| 1. Although the truths in the sixth of John
heart of the believer is annulled by the false jare not limited to faith's reception of this par-
teaching of that unseriptural church. Con- ticular ordinance, yet the symols and emble-
versely there is a defective Protestant teach- matical acts divinely appointed in the Supper
ing which although it does not withhold the|evidently refer to the truths in the sixth
material symbol of bread, does not hold forth ; of John. A
Christ as the bread of life to the feeble soul.] 2. The symbols of bread and wine (which
This incomplete view of the Saviour regards|constantly exhibit Christ in the Eucharist, as
nothing but His atoning death, and scarcely ! the bread of life and the wine of the New
recognizes the importance of His incarnate Testament) visibly indicate two distinet
life. And yet our Lord’s resurrection life is, benefits derived from Christ by the believer.
only the continuation of that accepted human; 3. Our Lord declares these material sym-
life. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and |bols to signify higher realities belonging to
to-day and forever. ~And the Scripture!His own person. Such are the realities of His
clearly speaks of His LIFE as accomplishing {life and death in which He was Himself the
salvation for us. For if when we were enc- | doer and the sufferer.
mies we were reconciled to God by the death: 4. Our Lord uses vivid figures to express
of His Son, much more being reconciled we  those vital realities which are symbolized by
shall be saved by His life.” the bread and the wine. He figuratively
When we are told that in the Supper « we  terms tglose _realities }hs “body” and His
do show the Lord’s death till He come,” we ! blood.” His “body” means by wetonymy
must remember that this death was the!the effect of His body: His “blood ” means
crowning act of His life. (I lay down my life the effect of His blood.  These figures signify
of myself. I have power to lay more particularly His obedience and His
it down and I have power to take it again) atonement—His righteousness and His recon-
Therefore the commemoration of His death, | ciliation. The gospel is called the ministry
as one purpose of the institution, can never be | of righteousness™ in 2 (?qru}thla.qs iii. 9, and
intended to annihilate the direct intention of | the ministry of reconciliation ” in 2 Corin-
a believing participation in Christ’s life and |thians v. 8. .
death which is signified most vividly by the| 5. These benefits ensuing from the incar-

emblematic actions of eating and drinking the
bread and the wine. The special communion
with Christ Himself which is offered to faith
by striking symbols in the Supper, is the only
thought which is revealed in Matthew’s ac-
count of the institution, and in Mark’s.
to limit the meaning of the Eucharist to the
significance merely of a memorial observance,
is 10 eancel the inspired records in Matthew
and Mark, and to annul altogether the state-
ment in 1 Cor. x. 16: “The cup of blessing
which we bless, is it not a communion of the
blood of Christ 2 The bread which we break
is not a communion of the body of Christ 2”
The force of this passage is not destroyed by
understanding that St. Faul follows our Lord’s
own figures in affirming that faith partdkes in
a spiritual sense of the blood and of the body

And

inate life and the atoning death of Christ, are
received into the hungering' and thirsting
soul by faith, just as meat and drink are taken
(into the natural body by eating and drinking,
jand afterwards assimilated.

6. As the process of eating is slower than
that of drinking, we may infer that “ drinking
His blood ” signifies the quicker reception of
His atonement into the heart, while eating
His flesh (or His body) signifies the more dif-
ficult exercise of faith by which the soul
lappropriates to itself His rightecusness. This
exercise of faith is not merely the imitation
; of Christ, but is the trust which the soul re-
i poses upon Christ for strength and vigour in
iits obedience.

7. Our Lord’s separate announcement of
the necessity of feeding upon Him for life (in
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John vi. 57, 58) forbids us to merge both the
exercises of faith in the single thought of cor-
dially receiving into our hearts His atoning
death. The revealed object of our “bearing
about in the body the dying of the Lord
Jesus” is “ that the life also of Jesus might
be made manifest in our body”—“in our
mortal flesh.” 2 Corinthians iv. 10, 11.

8. The Lord’s Supper has an oljective and
a subjective meaning. Its objective force
(mentioned by St. Luke and St. Paul) com-
memorates the life and death of Christ, and
represents Him as the support and the joy of
the believer. Its subjective force, which is
chiefly enjoined in the institution as recorded
by St. Matthew and St. Mark, is limited to
faith, and represents the believer as partici-
pating-in Christ’s life and death, and deriving
support and joy from that assurance of com-
munion with the Saviour which is furnished
by the pledges divinely appointed and grate-
fully received.

9. To faith, therefore, the divinely insti-
tuted. Supper is intended to be a meansas well
as a pledge of grace. And this view of the
Supper consists with the grand Protestant
conviction that “the Eucharist gives Christ to
man and does not offer up Christ to God.”

10. The most reverent and confiding accep-
tance of the Saviour’s words can consist with
the ccaviction that our Lord used figures of
speech when He instituted His supper. He
certainly used such figures on other occasions.
For he did not literally require His followers
to carry about a wooden “cross” (or stake)
when He enjoined upon them self-denial. And
Ee used a bold figure of speech when He de-
signated Herod “that fox.” But the pre-
sumptuous disregard of his words which
denies them altogether is only a little more
dangerous than that careless interpretation
which practically rejects them by assigning
to them a meaning which is contrary to reason
and to the analogy of faith. That the disei-
ples of Christ should actually manducate His
human flesh and imbibe His human blood
EVEN BY A MIRACLE in any Christian observ-
ance is a thought repugnant to natural in-
stinct and hestile to the tenor and spirit of
Christianity. The answer to the Jews “ How
can this man give us his flesh to eat ?” is this
--“The flesh profiteth nothing "—as material
flesh. Our Lord presented in His flesh to His
Father a perfect human life in obedience tc
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the Law of God : and believers are recipients
of that life and become partakers of it,in-
creasingly. by the assimilation of faith. This
assimilation of faith is even made the ground
of an expectation of glory by St. John, when
he says, “ We know that when He shall ap-
pear e shall be like Him for we shall see
Him as He is:” “and every onc that hath
this hope (set-—New Revision) on Him puri-
ficth himself even as He is pure” (Sce the
whole passage in 1 John iii. 2-10.)

11. The manna which sustained the Israel-
ites (as well as the roasted Passover Lamb),
like the bread in the Supper, typified Christ
as the nourishment of His people; but the
joy of reconciliation is peculiar to the New
Testament. The bread is never identified
with the New Covenant by the Saviour, who
said: *<This Cup which is poured cut for
you, is the New Testament in my blood”
The cup represents the joy of “the cup of
salvation.” It is the distinctive glory of the
New Covenant that “We also joy in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
we have now received the atonement.” The
first miracle was pre-eminent in its signifi-
cance. In it Jesus “manifested forth His
glory.” The water of purifying repentance
is turned into the gladdening wire of recon-
ciliation by Emmanuel.

12, Because the Incarnation was essential
to the Atonement. St. Paul in 1 Corinthians
xi. 29 does not specify both the mysteries,
but rebukes those who profaned the Lord's
Supper, as “ not discerning the Lord's body.”
The “body ” there means the incarnate and
obedient life, which ended in the blood shed
for atonement. The more correct reading in
verse 24—“This is my body which is for
you "—points plainly to the incarnation as
involving all that followed from it.

13. The Lord’s Supper teaches us distinctly,
by proper emblems, that Chiist is both the
sustaining strength and enlivening joy of His
people. That view of the Supper which loses
sight of the meaning of the bread, impairs
the glory of the Redeemer.

14. A modern opinion of the ordinance, dis-
carding the general Christian thought that it
offers and pledges to faith a participation in
Christ, 1..gards the Supper as simply & memo-
rial service. This opinion not only fails to
discern the meaning of Old Testament types

*3ee Luke's Gospel in the Greek, xxii. 20.
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and of the New Testarcent emblems, but is

also directly contrary to several New Testa-

ment Scriptures—especially to Matthew xxvi.

96-28 ; and to 1 Corinthians x. 16.
Holmworth, 7th July, 188 2.

TUHE BLUE JAY.
O blue Jay up in the maple tree,
Shaking your throat with such bursts of glee,
How did you happen to be so blue ?
Did you steal a bit of the lake for your crest,
And faster blue violets into your vest ?
Tell me, I pray you—tell me true !

Did you dip your wings in azure dye,
When April began to paint ihe sky
That was pale with the winter's stay ?
Or were you hatched from a bluebell bright,
"Neath the warm, gold breast, of a sumbeam light,
By the river one blue spring day ?

O Blue Jay up in the maple tree,
A-tossing your saucy head at me,
With ne’er a word fur my questioning,
Pray, cease for a moment your ¢ ting-a-link,”
And hear when I tell you what I think,—
You bonniest bit of the spring.

I think when the fairies made the flowers,
To grow in these merry fields of ours,
Periwinkles and violets rare,
There was left of the spring's own colour blue,
Plenty to fashion a fluwer whose hue
Would be richer than all and as fair.

So putting their wits together, they
Made one great blossom so bright and gay,
The lily beside it seemed blurred,
And then they said : ““ we will toss it in air ;
Se many blue blussoms grow everywhere,
Let this pretty one be a bird ! ”
—Susan Hartley Swett, in St. Nicholas for Jwdy.

WINIFRED ROY.

CrapPTER IV.

¢ Underneath are the everlasting arms,”

Poor, little Mabel, her face deeply flushed, her soft |

curls damp and tangled, lay apparently in a heavy
slumber, but occasiorally stirring restiessly.

“ How lony has she been ir this state ? " asked Dr.
Burnside, taking out his watch to time the child's fov-
erish pulse.

“Qh, she is much better now,” said Mrs. Hoit,
anxiously, ‘‘she did not seem at all well for nearly
& week, nor to care for anything, but to-day she
wanted Miss Roy to tell her a story and kept run-
ning out to the road to see if she were coming ; the
sun 1made her headache, and the child cried so bitterly

1

207

and was so fretful and excited that Mollie brought lier
up-stairs before tea.”

T wish you had sent for we sooner ;" the doctor's
countenance assnmed a sternness that frightened poor
Mrs. Holt into tears. ¢ Where is Mr. Holt? ™

¢“ Father went to Brent by the mid-day train,” re-
plied Will, who Lad been sitting for some hours by
Mabel's bedside, *“ but we expect Lim home to-mor-
row.” A troubled lovk clouded the frank, boyish face,
for Dr. Burnside's grave tone filled his mind with
vague uneasiness.

“Ah, well! e must send your mother to bed
at once. What would Mr. Holt say to see you up ut
this hour "—and *nore kindly as he noted the mother’s
distress—*‘do not be alarmed about Mabel, Mis.
Holt, but try and get & good night's rest. Will you
remain, Miss Roy,” he added, as Mrs. Holt retired
to her room.

« Miss Roy,” said the doctor, a few minutes later,
¢ Are you afraid of scarlet fever in, I fear, its warst
form?”

For a moment Winnifred's courage failed, a prayer
for guidance rose from her heart. Not of self did she
think, sbe had no personal tear, but of any evil con-
sequences to those at home. Then she answered
quietly, *“ No, Dr. Burnside, I am unot afraid, I
think.”

“ You see,” continued the doctor, ¢ Mrs. Burnside’s
staying up is out of the question, and Mollie wculd
only fall asleep. I shall take David back with me for
medicine, and if you could give it to Mabel every
hour till morning, I will bring some one then to re-
lieve you. It will be hard for you, Miss Roy,” re-
membering that the mnwonted exercise of the day
would render her very sleepy. “I would gladly re-
main myself, but the medicine must be got, and I
have to see & patient in Glen Allen in the morning.”

Will was still haunting the corridor, aud as the doe-
tor, after some final directions to Winnifred, left the
room, he whispered eagerly, ‘ Please let me go with
you. Iheard you say you would take David, but I
could go in half the time. Oh, will she get well, Dr.
Burnside ? ' 'The boy strove vainly to keep back thie
tears as he thought of danger to their darling.

<t She is very ill, my boy, but we will hope for the
best. the sooner she has the powders the better.
Maude and Agnes must,go to our house or to your
unele's in the morning, Will. Yeu could arrange for
them without disturbing your mother.”

Through the dark, starless night Will came bravely
home from Glen Allan, and long before Winnifred
could hoped for his arrival he had brought the medi-
cine, ‘Now, Will,” she said, after attending to the
doctor’s instructions,  Won't you go to bed ?
will lie down on the sofa and rest, and, perhaps, you
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|
could keep the house quiet in the morning, and let | brilliant autumn glovies of the previous day. Before
your mamma sleep, I am afraid she will beill too.” |them stretched the dull, brown road, its wet stones

Ab, the lonely vigil by the sick bed! Winnifred | gleaming in the dusk ; here, s fow dejected looking
never forgot that long, lonely night. No sound broke | camomile fowers and drenched thistle balls hung
the silence, snve Mabel’s laboured breathing ; the clink | their heads mournfully, - there, a row of melancholy
of glass and spoon when she administered the hourly ' poplars swayed o and fro in the wind ; above the
restorative ; the fitful rustle of the vine leaves on | Rembrendt shadows of the fields to the west, a broad
the pane as the wind swept past the window, or the streak of pale gold lay eold and clear along the hori-
mournful ery of some sleepless bird in the darkness zon. The trees sharply defined against the light.
without. How tiny the frail form looked in thatiButthe darkness waa fast gathering about them, and
great white counterpaned bed.  Winnifred longed to  asplash of yain warned Winnifred and Will to hasten
fold her arms around the moaning child and press ;5o as to avoid another shower.
her cool face to the burning fever-stained cheeks, but . Many days aud nights of intense anxiety to each
the doctor had urged her not to risk contagion more 'member of the family followed. Winnifred and Mrs.
than was absolutely necessary, and so batiling against Grantham, refusing all offers of assistance from the
weariness, and in silent prayer for little Mabel, the kind friends who would fain have relieved them,
night at last woreaway. As the grey dawn stole softly !‘tended tha little sufferer with zealous care. Mabel's
into the chamber, Winnifred felt the sense of dread re- ' life hung on a slender thread. Dr. Burnside’s face
sponsibility lessen, and the waking up sounds around - grew very grave as he watohed his favourite. Poor
the house soon restored her to her usual tone of Mrs. Holt was quite ill with nervous prostration. Mr.
mind. Holt spent hours of silent anguish by his darling’s

The docter's arrival shortly after, with Mrs. Burn- bed-side; and Will's quivering lips told of the brother's
side, and his somewhat more favourable opinion of her  pain, as Mabel sometimes in her delirimmn wandering
charge, relieved her anxisty and left her at liberty to ' amid far away meadows, would say, * Please carry me.
seek a needed rest. cWill, T am go tired.”

It was neerly tea time when Winnifred awakened - Mre. Roy’s letters were & source of unspeakable
from a deep, dreamless slumber. Going into Mabel's * corafort to Winnifred in those days of sadness. She
room she found Mrs. Grantham, a kind neighbour, | wrote:
installed as uurse. Winnifred grested her gladly,  « Of course we are ansious about you, dearest Win-
feeling that surely all must be Fight now, for gentle ! nifred, but we dare not wish you away; and, dear
Mrs. Grantham’s tender sympathy, and thorough ?9hild, you are as assuredly in God’s keeping there, as
experience as a nurse were well known. lin your own home. Garnet was fretful and weary

“ e s . " i ikis morning, so I sat down and told him of Mabel's
. The fever is still very h]gh’_ Mrs. Grantham,” she | illness, and of what she bad said when delirious, about
said, laying her ba.nd on the crimson brow. [ being tired. Willie listened earnestly, too, and seemed
‘ Yes, poor little thing, I hope she may haveto be thinking deeply. Then he said, ‘ Mamme,
g piy. . "
strength to rally when the fever dies away; but, ; perhaps God thinks dear little Mabel would bg tired
Miss Roy, the doctor left orders for you to take a walk | all the time if she lived,so he wants to take herin His
before tea.” ! arms for altogether.” Is it not so, and,ob, how much
A . . . . :gafer in the Saviour's arms than in our tenderest
Winuifred discovered Will wandering disconsolately | gore !
around the garden, and easily pursuaded him to ac- ;

oompany her in her obediencs to the doctor's com-

At last the crisis came. ¢ Tako her away, and lie
down beside her,” said the doctor to Winnifred, as

mands.
« " . . Mrs. Holt, overcome by the dread hours of suspense,
dal:galzza? ”shall Wwe g0 2" he asked. *To Thorn-  recovered from one attack of fainting only to fall into

» . s s another. Winnifred led her to her couch, and kneel-
They may be afraid of the fever,” Winnifred re- ing beside the sorrow-stricken mother, soothed her

Ph?d' "t’Perhzsps we have time to walk as far as the | with loving care, striving to conceal the grief that al-
Pines. j . i !
« . . most unnerved her own heart. Darling Mabel! How
Ob, ne, they are not afxaid. Faith came over|oyld they part with her! What a mockery the
to-day wanting to sif up with Mabel. But you've not | bright sunlight seemed ! How could the birds sing just
had tea, so we won’t go there. outside her window! Winnifred started up in terror
) The‘ffesh air and brisk exerciserevived their droop- | as Mr. Holt entered the room, and laid his hand on
ing sp.mts wonderfully, but as they turned homewards | his wife’s head. *‘Agnes!” The strong man’s lips
Winnifred §hivered involuntarily at the sombre aspect | trembled and bis voice faltered. * Please God our
of the evening landsca.pe: Mabel will live.” The tension had been almost more
Throughout, the day bad been dark and gloomy. |than Winnifred could bear. Leaving the parents to
Indeed, a few heavy showers had sadly dimmed the | rejoice together she escaped toher room, and throwing
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herself on the bed sobbed bitterly, till Mrs. Grantham Lo« Well, dear, do. But I am afraid,” he said with
becoming uneasy through her prolonged absence, . a sudden remembrance, * that you are too late with

came up and insisted on her retixing for the night. .
Surely there were glad and gratefal hearts at the,
Elms, when their ¢ sunbeam,” as Agues called her,
began to grow stronger. White and wasted, the.
shadow of her former frail little self, with scarcely ;
strength enough sometimes to speak, but really grow- '
ing better. Many an hour the child luy quietly, ap-.
parently deep in thought, but ever patient and gentle. -
“ Papa,” she said one day, as her father took her’
in his arms to rest her. ‘* Are you very rich? ™ :

“Why, dear? Do you want some money!” he
answered, fondly kissing the pale face.

“Qh, papa, I do want you to buy a bed for a little ‘
sick girl. Miss Roy knows where there ts one.”

Mr. Holt turned enquiringly to Winrifred, who said !
smilingly. * Mabel means a cot in the ¢ Home for.
sick children, Mr. Holt. We were talking about it:
before her illne-s.” As the child eagerly pursued the ;
subject, Mr. Holt felt with a keen pang of remorse, .
how much had ke thought of, or done for bis suffering
fellow-beings ! Giving generously when called upon ,
for charitable purposes, he had rarely intarested i
himself in snything that demanded personal atien-
tion to relieve pain or distress. But now from his .
heart he resolved, if gpared, to devote a large sum of
money every year to those poor waifs, who,ineglected |
and ill, were left to pine in homes of want and misery. ,
So through Mabel’s sickness the seeds were sown that |
would bear much fruit in days to come. A

As the child’s health became fully re-established, the .
family circle gradually resumed its usualrouiine. Very !
quickly the weeks passed. All too soon glowing tints
faded ; rustling leaves despoiled drifted hither and
thither, or lay in dingy heaps, splashed by chilly [
rains. Then the pure white snow, with noiseless,
loving grace, “hiding the dark in light,” came to
cover lonely graves and sleeping flowers with a warm
soft mantle, gleaming on distant hills, lingering on
erstwhile blossoming meadows. Oh, those crisp,
clear winter days! How Winnifred revelled in their
invigorating freshness, notwithstanding stinging cold
or even blustering storms. Now and then a day of
fairy loveliness met her enraptured gaze, as the sleet
that had fallen dunng the silent hours caught the
morning sunlight, and tree and shrub, fencs and field,
scintillated in the eplendour of myriad diamond
gleams.

“ Kenneth,” Mrs. Burnside, laid her hand on her:

husband’s arm, as he, for once at leisure, sat appar-
ently in a brown study, before the cheerful fire in the
pleasant drawing-room at Glgn Allen. ‘ Kenneth,”
she repeated, ** I would like to ask Winnifred Roy to
spend a week or two with us before she goes home for
the Christmas holidays.”

your invitation. I heard Faith tell her mother that
she would like her to go to Thorndsle Farm for a
time.” Then with a mischievous glance at his wife,
“ T wish we could keep hier with us. Bgbert is worthy
of just such a wife s she would make.”

“Egbert! Why he is so shy. .1 don't believe he
has spcken & dozen words to Winnifred. Anyway,
he is wuch too staid and quiet for her.”

‘' Well,” said the doctor, taking up his neglected
Look, “he has been studying her attentively at all
events, and—"

But Mrs. Burnside, impatient and inwardly dis-
turbed, did not wait for the resuli of his deliberations,
but prepared immediately to carry her plan into ex-
ecution. '

Winnifred's devotion to Mabel had won a place in
the hearts of all the family with whom she had lived
for those few short months. Indeed, theyregarded her
now &5 one of themselves, and as she was beginning to
look weary and pale, Mrs. Holt was only too glad that
she should enjoy the pleasant change that a visit to
Glen Allen would prove. Therefore, Mrs. Burnside
easily obtained her own way, and for fear that Faith
would come in the meantime, she catrried Winnifred
away that very day.

(To be continued.)

J&iterary YR otices.

THE MissioNary PROBLEN. By James Croil. (Wil-
liam Briggs, King St., Toronto ; William Drysdale &
Co.,» Montreal; McGregor & Knight, Halifax.)—A
resume of Protestant missions in the present century.
Two years ago Dr. Christlieb, of Bonn, put forth just
such a work as this, and just such a work as the over-
wrought pastor and mission advocate needed to
gather together in a brief and reliable and orderly
form the needed information scattered through vol-
uminous reports, and too-soon-forgotten magazines.
i Two years, and yet so rapid are present changes,
| s0 intense the restless energy of this age, that already
| we are wearying for some other painstaking missionary
bookworm to do over again for us what Dr. Christlich
did so very recently. And here we have it, fresh with
the stamp of 1883. Mr. Croil is specially fitted for
the work, having a decided aptness for statistical in-
| formation, and being a genial, practical, and catholic
¢ elder,” gives a sprightliness to his statistics, which
are by no means dry. A very excellent mission-
ary map of the world accompanies the work, in a neat
pocket of the cover. Pastors, lay helpers, teachers
parents, who, though * cumbered with much serving?”’
feel their instructions deficient unless the world's
missions are noticed, will find in Mr. Croil's volume,
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“boiled down,” the missionary intelligence of the
day. The work opens with the pregnant sentence,
¢ other wissions have their appointed bounds, the
tiold of foreign missions is Tue WorLp.” Following,
we have the world’s statistics regarding population,
thus: Asia contains 795,591,000 inhabitants, Europe,
827,743,400 ; Africa, 205,828,200 ; America, 100,415,-
400 ; Polynesia and Australia, 4,232,000 ; Polar re-

gion, 82,500. Total, 1,433,887,500. Religiously thus:
Hindoos, including aboriginal races......... 175,000,000
Jewsioooaiiiiiiiiaiiine I 7,000,000
Mohammedans. . o.oovuevrorennnn. e 170,G00,0C0
Buddhiste, Conlucionists, Taoists, Shintous
and Jains......ooiiiaiiiieiees wes..e . 508,007,000
Pagans (such as have no book+)............. 170,000,000
Others. ..... eves seeneasssreseaiie .. 3.335.900
Total heathens, «evvvvenrnniennn.. 1.033,335.900
Roman Catholics............ . 200,312,C00
Protestants............ Ceeeens 115 218,000
Greek Church...oov.ivano., 77,958.000
Armenians, Copts, etc........ 4.589,000
Unenumerated .eovennieennn, 2,461,600 400,541,600

1,433 877,500

After a survey of the different efforts put forth by
the varied societies, Mr. Croil writes his closing chap-
ters on the ‘“ Ways and Means,” which is really a
practical homily on Mal. iii. 10. If any man doubts
the efliciency of lay preaching, let him read the chap-
ter ¢ Ways and Means.” Our author writes, con-
cerning the work of the world's evangelization, *‘ The
problem resolves itself into a question of men and
money. Christianity asks for ten thousand more mis-
sionaries, and $50,000,000 2 year, to test the experi-
ment.” Does this seem utopian ! The author reminds
us of such facts as these. The Crimean war cost $1,-
310,000,000, and nearly 8G0,000 lives. The drink
bill of the United Kingdom is $750,000,000 per an-
num. In fifty nighls an American actor realized
350,000 from a tour in the Southern States, whilst the
M. E. Church of that section of the Christian world
paid eighty ministers for twelve months services,
$45,800. Let these facts speak for themselves, and
press the subject home. We bespeak for Mr, Croil’s
book a wide circulation. It will pay churches to distri-
bute it gratuitously. Price, $1; pages, 224.

Tug July Century contains a paper, by E. V. Smal-
ley, on the serious and picturesque phases of ‘¢ Strik-
ing Oil.” The writer visited the oil regions in company
with Mr. Farny, the artist,and willdeseribe tiie methods
and tricks of well-boring, the gigantic monopoly
of the pipe-lines, and the general features of the oil
trade of the world. Some sentences awaken sugges-
tions and invite speculation. We, perhaps, scarcely
care to remember the flickering candles and dim light
(not religion) of thirty years ago, and the influence of
petroleum, during the reign of twenty-three years,
upon intelligence, culture, and hourehold virtues.

Think of our bright ¢venings and the old ““ tallow dip’
or even wax candles! The joyous hours of evening
light, instead of the old, uncertain gloom. Gas lus
been the luxury of the well-to-do, petroleum has Iy
the cottage of the poor ; in our estimate of nineteenth.
century progress, ‘‘coal oil” should not be foruat.
teu, even beside steam and electricity. There is ais
as frontispieco a portrait of John Brown, of Harpers
Ferry fame, which reveals the simple, brave, unseltish
spirit of the man, upon whom the wrongs of the slave
and the divine word pressed asa monomania, and .
whom, however much we dissent from his judgment.
the words are fairly quoted :

‘* Whatever record leap to light,

He never shall be shamed ”

St. Ni1cHoLas for July is a memorable number, o
account of a carefully written and wonderfully illus-
trated article on the ‘‘Brooklyn Bridge.” Charles
Barnard, who is equally well known as a writer un
scientific subjects, and as a story-teller for children,
and who has watched the growth of the marvellous
structuro from its beginning, and photographed it from
every possible point of view furnishes the text, and
the pictures are by G. W. Edwards and W. Taber.
The diagrams are numerous and the description accur-
ate and popular. The frontispiece, ** The Lifting of
the Fog,"” is by Edward, and shows the great bridge
dimly seen throngh the rifts of the mist. Another
interesting featuro of the number is the appearance ui
the prize compositions on ‘“ Robert Burns” and *4
Shark in Sight,” with the long roll of honour of thus.
whose essays were almost, but not quite so good. And
there is much besides in the magazine that is timely,
entertaining, and amusing,.

TsEe ELecrra. Edited by Annie E. Wilson and Tsa-
bella W. Leyburn, and published by thelatter. Louis-
ville, Ky.—A monthly of Belles Lettres for youns
people. The May and June numbers are before us.
Full of choice reading, inatructive, racy ; printing and
paper inviting. A magazine of which no company «f
men need feel ashamed. We welcome its appearance
as a proof of what woman can do in the path of litera-
ture to reach and raise her kin.

AMERICAN Sunpay ScuHoor UxioNx.—We have re-
ceived from this house ¢ What to Do,” by Mrs. Duna-
ing, to be accompanied by ‘“ How Not to Do It,” and
‘““ How to Do It.” It is a pretty story told witha
woman’s pen of maiden life in its daily struggles w
do right in the region of common place, and thati is
just what we want our children to know—how t
overcome the struggles of common life. If the others
to follow tell as true tales, the ‘ What to Do series
will be a pleasing addition to the shelves of the Sab-
bath school library. °

Or Fung axp WaenNaLy's Standard Library (of
which the last work received, ¢‘ Successful Men of To-
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day,” is & worthy number), and kindred publications
by that enterprising house, we give the following
items. They will bear reflection, and may eventually
change the current of public endeavour:

At the fifty-eighth anniversary of the American
Tract Society, recently held in New York, the annual
report was made, showing the immense work done by
that great organization with its vast machinery of
eolporteurs, salesrooms in different cities, ete. During
the past year the Society has circuliced SEVENTY-sIX
MiLLIoNs of pages of printed matter! These figures
astonished and delighted the audience to whom they |
were read. The New York L'mibune editorially called
attention to their magnitude, and Dr. John Hall dwelt
upon it in a public discourse. To print and circulate
all this reading, the Society expended, over and above
the receipts yrom the sales of it. publications, the sum
of 8116, 975,73, made up in legacies and other gifts ;
and no doubt’expended all this money wisely. '

Now look at these figures about our Standard
Library. We shall average during the year an issuel
of thirty thousand copies of each of the twenty-six|
books, each book containing an average of two hun-i
dred pages. This will make an aggregate of oNE HUN- |
DRLD AND FIFTY-SIX MILLIONS GF PaGES of printed mat-
ter—more than double the number of pages, including
books of all kinds and tracts, printed by the American
Tract Socigty last year! We commend and honour
the work of this great Society. We would not print
this figures if they could be construed to its disparage-
ment ; we print them to show hcw, WITH THE C0-OPER-
ATION OF FRIENDS OF GOOD READING, a stupendous
work in circulating good literature can be carried for-
ward and MADE To rAY ITS way. Thuse who have
aided us, without whose help our work could not be
done, will see in these figures reasons for the highest
satisfaction and encouragements to persevere in the
great work of supplanting bad, cheap reading by good,
cheap reading. They will see that IT AN BE DONE.—

IDews of the &Thurches.

Brantrorp.—We understand that this church has
called Mr. G. Fuller, who has been supplying at Lan-
caster, but have not heard with what result. We wish
the church a speedy and happy settlement.

Hamivton. —We are glad to notice steady progress
in this church., We will let the pastor’s address
in the manual before us, as we write, tell the tale,
simply drawing attention to the modest tone and ear-
nest spirit thereof. We confess to a horror of adjec-
tives, piled * high as huge Olympus.” We appreciate,
as we are sure our churches will, a record of work
breathing modest truthfulness. May the Hamilton
charch and its esteemed pastor continue to grow in
grace and strength. We should like to hear still more
of them. ¢ During the past year the work has gone
steadily on, as will be seen from the various reports.
Another thousand dollars has been raised for the debt
on the church building ; the money required for paint-
ing and otherwise improving its exterior was subscribed

!
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when required ; t{\e current expenses have been met,
leaving a halance on the right side ; and the various
claims of the Congregational Union and of missions
have not been forgotten, though in this divection there
may be need for improvement, for we are to look not
only on our own thirgs, but also on the things of
others. This record shows that the grace of giving
has not become weak, and without doubt, it will con-
tinue, for we cannot forget that the Master whom we
serve ‘‘ became poor, that wo, through His poverty,
might be rich.” There has not been a large increase
of the membership, but twenty-four names have been
added to the roll, and others are secking admission,
for which we are thankful. I am thankful also for the
interest shown in the public services, and in the other
meetings connected with the church. The Sabbath
morning attendance has been cheering, but I wish I
were able by God's help and yours, to attract more
people to the evening service, for whatever good our
other meetings may do, I am convinced that the
strength of our spiritual life should be thrown into the
two regular services of the sanctuary. From of old
these have been special moans of grace. Referring to
the other meetings, the young friends have not been
backward more than modsty would incline, to prepare
papers for the monthly class. There has been a grati-
fying attendance at the Friday evening ¢ Union.’
Our prayer meetings, though by no means what they
might be, have, I trust, been found to be like springs
of water from which we have quenched our thirst by
the way, and the Sabbath school is conducted by a
band of teachers whose hearts God has touched, and
who give much of their time and tliought to prepare
themselves for the work. During the year some have
been taken from us, leaving empty spaces in our
homes and hearts, but we have humbly and willingly
yielded them to the Master, knowing that they were
taken from: a lower to a higher position in His great
kingdom.”

NEWMARKET. —On the evening of 23rd May, some
twenty-five of his flock suddenly arrived at the house
of the pastor, Rev. W. W, Smith, and took possession
of the mansion. The first surprise over, an agreeable
time was spent for two or three hours ; including tea
and cakes (the -dibles having been brought in
baskets) ; the presentation of a neat and compliment-
ary address, with some $32; an extempore reply ;
closed with devotional exercises. Such occurrences
show a good feeling in the church ; and the influence,
both on pastor and people, is wholly good and whole-
some.

TurNBURY AND Howick.—On 19th June a council,
consisting of delegates from the Wingham, Listowel
and the Turnbury churches, met at Turnbury, for the
ordination and instalation of Mr. Joseph Watt, of Not-
tingham College, England, who, having laboured with
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acceptance in these, the Turnbury and
churches, for the past two manths, has received and
accepted a unanimous call to these fields.
ination and credentials of Mr Watt were cminently
creditable, and the induction and installation took
place on the evening of that day, Dr. Gunner, of Lis-
towel, presiding. The address, on Congregational
principles, was given by Mr. J. B. Saer, of Wingham,
who also gave the right hand of fellowship vo the pas-
tor : the ordination prayer was oftered by our Mission-
ary Superinendent, Mr. Hall, who. furthermore,

addressed the people on their duties, Dr. Gunner,

addressing the pastor. Mr. Wartt enters upon his pas-

torate under encouraging circumstances, and we trusta

long career of usefulness is open for him in this needy
field.

o G P S~ e e e Xt o g

Glorrespondence.

MR HALLS LETTER.

Howick .

The exam-
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the M. E. church, but we have no society. These
who are church members have united with the Fores
Suciety.  In the afternvon T preached in the M. E
church in Forest.  The Congregational church edine,
Is considered unsuitable at present, having been b
agreat many years ago : in fact it was the first eccles.
astical building in the village, and has been used 1y
nearly every one of the other Protestant bodies, Oy
people are arranging either to purchase or erect a new
place uf worship during the present year.  There wis
a goud congregation here.  In the evening 1 preache
in Ebenezer Church, tive miles south of Forest, to .
\large congregation. Here there is a comfortali:
country church. The Sunday school has been sus.
tained during the time they have been without a pas.
“tor, and this part of the ficld is in a very hopeful staze.

During the week I lectured in each of the places1 have
i described, and on Friday a united meeting was held

in Forest, at which iz was resolved to ask the Mission.
| ary Society for a small grant for a year, and to secur
{ & pastor as soon as possible. I was able to introduce

Dear Sir,—With the "present letter T expect to!the Rev. W. H. Shannon, who comes from near New
finish the account of ry first tour through the churches | York, with satisfactory credentials, and who, more
in Ontario and Quebec. I may on another oceasion . over, is a Canadian, and I have past learned that he
give my impressions of the work as a whole, and of the ; has received a unanimous call to the pastorate, and
possible future of our denomination in the Dominion. , has entered upon his work with encouraging prospects

T shall in this follow the plan adopted in the former
communications. After two or three unsuccessful
attempts I succeeded at last in reaching

EMBRO.

I found the Rev. E. D. Silcox and his people willing

to accept my explanation of former diszppointments,

and ready to give a cordial support to our Missionary

Saciety. They had already made two collections, yet
they cheerfully give a third. That there is no want of
ability is evinced from the fact that they have a very
substantial and spacious church edifice. together with a
handseme parsonage house, and perhaps two acres of
land ; debt—none. The congregation is the largest 1
have seen ia any country place during my visits to our
churches.® In Mr. Silcox they have an able and lzborious
worker. | For the information of readers at a distance I
may'explain that Embro isa small village on the Great
Western and® Credit Valley Railways, within about
thirtyymiles of the City «f Brantford. The nearest
railway station is Beachville. six miles distant. From
Embro’l went’to
FOREST,

a town of about {1,860 inhabitants. on the Grand
Trunk, fifty miles west of London. This field has been
vacant) nearly wwo Tyears, congregations scattered,
friends much"discouraged, yet very auxious to have a
pastor.  Ilspent uver a week among the people. On
the morning «f the Lord’s Day I preached at the lake
shore,{five miles north of Forest. Here we have a
small;but very appreciative congregation. meeting in

rof success. Some of the most influential men in the
lneighbnurhood are connected with our churches, and
{with the earnestness and vigour that Mr. Shannon s
i likely to bring to his work, I confidently expect our
. church in Fevest will soon cccupy the position it
Theren

1 entitled to among the churzhes of the town.
i & very comfortable parsonage building also.
‘ SARNIA

“is about twenty-five miles west of Forest on thie beaur:
| ful river St. Clair, and at the head of Lake Huron.
" Oppuosite is the City of Port Huron on the American
yside. It is a progressive town, and at present appears
"to be doing well. The Rev. W. Claris went ther
from college, and Mas faithfully prosecuted his work
during eleven years. There was no congregation when
i he went, and only about seven members in the piace.
. They have since crected a very fine church, ané
- though encumbered with considerable debt, they are
hopeful that they will be able to weather the storm.
and continue the work so heroically commenced.
There has been a good degree of self-denial on the
part of our brother from the very beginning of his
work here. and still he ias need of patience.

WATFORD

is a rising town on the Great Western, within twenty-
.seven miles of Sarnia. I spent a few very pleasam
days with the Rev. R. Hay and his devoted people.
Ilectured on ¢ Congregationalism and its Micsion.
both in Watford and Warwick, to large congregations,
.and preached missivnary sermons on the Sunday t
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crowded houses. There is every ovidenco of prosper-
ity on this field. Of course, Mr. Hay dwells among
his own veople, being in the parish when he wasborn,
and in the church where his father was deacen for
many years. Within the past few months the churches
of Watford and Warwick have purchased a very tine
jarsonage house and land. The congregation in War-

wick is one of the best in these parts. The present :
handsome brick church is too small for the audience : |
they will suon need to rise and build. This they are .
well able to du. They have done well for our Mission- |

ary Society this year, and promise to do better next.
; WIAKTON
isun Colpoyse Bay, the terminus of the Georgian Bay
and Port Dover Railroad.
. denomination has had a mission for a great many

_years. The present church building is amony the best

m ihe town. and Wiarton is a thriving place, and

likely on the completion of the large dock, to be much |

"moreso. For some reason or other, which I am uot

vet able to explain, oar church has not been succeeding .

for some years past. The Rev. T. M. Rickie was
called to the pastorate over twelve months ago, and
has laboured faithfully, Lut without results sufficiently
encouraging to warrant a continuance of the etfort.
Ui course when a place has heen vacant for some time,
and is run down, it is very difficult to bring it up
again. Patience and perseverance are essential under
such circumstances.
before Wiarton, it vould be a great pity to allow our
church to remain pastorless, and judging from what I
saw and heard, it is a very needy mission field.

TINE GROVE.

This church is about seventeen miles west of To--

ronto. un the Touronto, Grey and Bruce Raiixay. The
building is of brick, and very fine. The parsonage is
close by, a handsome residence surrounded by wooded
hills. I think there are some two acres of land. 1t is
certainly the most delightiul situation for a country
residence I knuw of. T preached here twice on the
Lord’s day. to large congregations. The village of
Woodbridge is a mile distant, and several families
came from there, others from niles beyond. There is
3 good Sunday school. The ladies have organized
amissionary society. The charch has been without a
settled pastor for nearly two years, but it is hoped that
Mr. Way, who is at present supplying, will make this
his field of future labour.

HUMBER SUMMIT

sabout three miles distant from Pine Grove. They
have an afternoon service, and yuite a good congrega-

aen: besides, «me of the deacuns conducts an evening -

service at which, I learned, they have as good attend-
anee as in the afternoon. Here, too, the ladies formed
a missionary society. At this point I finished my first

In this neighbourhood our .

With the probable future that is .

visitation of the churches, and after a few days in these
western parts, I will turn my face toward the east. I
will have a month in Kingston to cultivate an acquaint-
ance with my family and prepare for the year's work.
I purpuse tu begin somewhere in’ the Eastern Town-
ships in August.

This is all T have to say at present, cxcept that our
churches are all manned now, or arrangements are in
course to supply the last that is vacant. I am devoutly
thankful for the measure of blessing I have had during
the past nine months, and I am full of hope for the
future. Very truly yours, T. HaLw.
My address is 479 Princess iitreet, Kingston.

UBITUARY.

Died at Milton, N. S., on the 22nd May, at the ad-
vanced age of eighty-three years, Mrs. Tupper, relict
of the late Honourable Freeman Tupper, M.L.C. The
death of Murs. Tupper, while making an irreparable
+breach in a much attached family circle, will also be
heard of with deep regret by all to whom she had en-
deared herself for a period of many years. The virtues
of our late sister were of the quiet and unostentaticus
character. She seldom went abroad, but delighted in
showing hospitality to the many friends who visited
her pleasani home. Her kindness to the poor, the very
deep interest she took in the welfare of the church at
Milton, N. S., and the successive ministers and their
families, will not soon be forgotten. Since the death
of her late much esteemed husband, Mrs. Tupper's
health has been gradully declining, and thus the family
circle were not unprepared for the sad event. Her
end was peace.—R. K. B.

D/RECT PRAVERS.

The late Dr. James Hamilton had a capital illus-
tratior. of how general prayers and “ oblique sermons ”
fail to satisfy the soul in the emergencies of life. A
Scotchman who had but one prayer was asked by his
wife to pray by the bedside of their dying child. The
good man struck out on the old track and soon came
to the usual petition for the Jews. As he went on
with the time honoured quotation, * Lord, turn again
the captivity of Zion,” his wife broke in, saying, “ Eh!
man, you're aye drawn out for the Jews; but its our
" bairo that’s deein’.” Then, clasping her hands, she
cried : “ Lord help us or give us back our darling, if
it be Thy boly will ; and if he is to be taken, O take
him to Thyself.” That wuman knew how to pray,
which was more than her husband did. An ‘‘ oblique
sermon” is not a prayer. An audible meditation or 2
doctrinal dissertation is not a2 prayer. Telling the Lord
a hundred things he knows better than we doisnot 2
i prayer. If persons who lead in prayer had as vivid
ia conception of what they want and as earnest a
j desire to get it as this old woman, would there be as
; many complaints about long prayers as we hear?
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Fnternational J=essons.
T "_’l‘l;RE:’.‘—'\\'.V\\'. S.\;;I:;‘ -
%>t PASSING OVER JORDAN.,  {Joh s

Goroex TEXT.—‘‘ When thou passest through
the waters, I will be with thee; and through
the rivers, they will not overflow thee.”—Isaiah
43: 2.

CeENTRAL TRUTH.—God makes safe paths for.

our feet.

CONNECTION.—Joshua had sent two spies ; who lodged
in Jericho, io the house of Rahab. They were tracked, and
only escaped by being hidden, and let down from a window
of her house over the wall. They reported to Joshua that
the people were in great fear of the Israelites. The whole
hos. now moved down tu the Jordan, ready to cross over.

Notes.—The Jordan : the principal river of Palestine.
Taking its rise in the fresh springs at the foot of the Lebonon
mountains, it flows southward in a very winding course til}
it pours its full waters into the salt dep'hs of the Dzad Sea.
The current is very rapid. The distance from the Lake of
Galilee to the Dead Sea is about sixty miles, but the river
winds and runs two hundred miles; the depth is from
three to twelve feet, and the width from forty-five to one
hundred and eighty fe:t, Canaanites were the Low-
landers, but sometimes applied to all the people in
Canaan, and somsetimes to oaly a part of them. Hittites:
descendants of Heth, a son of Canaan (Gen 10 : 13), were
moustaineers. They dwelt on the hills arourd Hebron.
From them Abraham bought the cave of Machpelah. {(Gen.
23: 17-20.) Hivites: descendants or Canaan (G:n. .10 :

17), lived in the northern part of Palestine under Mount '

Hemmon. (Josh. 11 : 3) Perizzites dwelt south of the
Hivites. Abraham met them when he first arrived in Pal-
estine. (Gen. 13 :7.) Girgashites: descendantsof Can-
aan (Gen. 10 : 16), lived south-cast of the Lake of Galilee.
The town of Gergesa has its name from them. Jebusites
were also mountaineers living in acd around Jebus (jerusa-
lem). Long years after this David took their city. (2 Sam.
5: 68.) Amorites : were also mountaineers (Deut. 4:
46}, and dwelt south-west of the Dead Sez, but also extend
ed northwards. The prophet Amos (2: 9) compared their
heights to cedars and their strength to oaks.

I. THE PRrEPARATION.—Ver. §5,—Sanctify your-
selves: as at Sinai, they were to wash themselves and
their clothes ; and be in 2 devout state of mind, waiting
upon God. To-morrow : The 10th day of the frst
month. (Ch. 4 : 19.) Forty years before, or: the same day,
each family had chosen a Jamb for their first Passover feast.
(Ex. 12:23.) Do wonders: God did maoy visible
worders for his people. He does many wonders now, for
us, though not so visible to the naked eye.

Ver. 6.—The Ark of the Covenant: sometimes
called ¢“the ark of the testimory.” It was made of accacia
wood, overlaid with gold, and contained the two tables of
the commandments. (Ex. 37:1-9; s0c:20) Pass on
before the people : Wherever the ark was, God’s pe-
culiar prescence and glory were ; and the ark going before
the people was a symbot of God's ‘eading them. Do we
always follow where God leads ?

Ver. 7.—Magnify thee in the sight of Israel:
Joshua was a new leader, and God would acknowledge him,
and put honour upon him, as He had done to Moses. The
path of obedience is the path to honour.

Ver. 8.—Stand still in Jordan : the ark was to go
before, and r st in the bed of the river till ull the people had
passed over, It went in first, and came out last!

“two thousand cubiis before the people.

So;
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| God is said, in several places, to “go before” his people,
Iand to be * their rereward,” or rear-guard,

I1. Gop's ProMmisE.—Ver. ¢.—Come hither and
_hear the words : God had told Joshua before, and he
repeats what God had said.

Ver, 10.—The living God : in distinction to the gods
"of the hecathen, wooden and stone gods. Drive out
from before you: it was God, and not Israel, who
drove out the nations. They migh. have repented, bu

‘they did not. Mark how full the land was of people now,
and how thinly-peopled in Abranam’s time.

Ver. 11.—-The Lord of all the earth: then ther
15 no room fcr any other. God is Lord ofall.  This migh'y
- God was giving them a portion of the world he possessed.

Ver. 12.—Take vyou twelve men: they wen
commended to tuke each a stone out of the river, and Jostu
ptled them up on the western side, a memorial of that day’s
wonders. (Josh. 4 : 1-9.),

Ver. 13.—Shall rest on the waters: there should
be no tardy fulfilment of the promise. The priests’ fes:
should tcuch the waters, and at once the waters shou'ld
shrink away. How often does God bring us in actual con-
tact with a difficulty before he opens a way for us! Shall
be cut off : the waters did not stand as a wall on caux
side {Ex. 14 : 22), nor divided ** hither and thither," as :z
1. Kings, 2 : 8, but drained away swiftly {rom before ther,
being heldl back above.

111. Tixe ProMise FuLFILLED.—Ver. 14, 15.—The
people removed from their tents: there were now
more than two millions of people ; and with their flocks acé
herds and household stuff, would cover an immeanse extea: »
ground. Perhaps their line extended miles along the river:
They that bore the ark were come untg Jordan:

(Ch. 3 : 4
Overfloweth his banks.—Not “its” banks. Tke
word *‘its” only came in use in Queen Aane’s time. The
Jordan rises many feet every spring from rains and the mel-
ing of snows on Hermon and Lebanon. No enemies wers
seen, for they trusted the river was entirely impassable,
when thus flooded. All the time of harvest : it was
harvest on these low plains, far beneath the level of the sea;
but not on the higher levels. They crossed in harvest ari
therefore in a time of plenty—for the manna soon ceased.
God never does a miracle needlessly.

Ver. 16.—Rose up upon an heap : the waters were
held back as if by some great damacross the river. Very far
from the cify Adam : The meaning is ‘‘ very far away,
at the city of Adam.” The miraculous obstruction was
there. Beside Zaretan: Adam means ‘‘red ciay.’
Clay beds existed at Zaretan (i. Kungs, 7 : 4€); hence proi-
ably the name ** Adam.” Zaretan (or Zarthan) was nex
Succoth, which was on the east side of Jordan, and neaif
some famous fords thirty miles up. The salt sea: the

Dead Sea, intensely salt and bitter. Notice how every cot-
siderable lake, if i¢ kas 1o outlet, is sure to be salt.

Ver. 17.—Stood firm : the priests and the ark we:e
no doubt abeze the host, between them and the floods up
the river, and two thousand cubits to the north.  The priesis
stood firm till 21l the host had passed. Maoy hours mast
have elapsed ; but at last ail the people were *‘ clean over.
How glorious God’s interference ! But his spiritual deliver-
ances are just as glorious everyday.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

1. The crossing of jerdan is a stnking illustration of the
Christian’s passing deaih to reach Heaven. His ifigh
Priest stauds firm till he passes safely through,

2. It may atso beautifully illustrate conversion ; entenog
the saints’ inheritance, acd battling God's enemies and tbe
sous’s enemies, and corquering them under the dwine
*¢ Joshua.”
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2. Like the Israelites, we are to get on new ground—uvot |stood a man : Jehovah in human form. ‘With a
make some slight change. March right overinto the Lord’s | sword drawn : see Numbers 32, where he thus appear- '
country. ed to Balaam. Is it not wonderful that the same Son of

4. When the ark 'goes before we are safe in following. Ged, who died for our sips on_Calvary, also led the hosts

5. All difficulties are removed before obedience. It was | gx{e::rl;::sll’o?;g ;fxt‘etn“!:l ;31(;;!:%215 Er::ﬁ: ;n'elgl 'g,efﬂ'
:z.;};;rossmg Jordzn that day ; much easier than going back ence whether the Lord comes to punish us, or to help us!
gatn. Joshua's conscience would tell him that, unworthy as he
| O}iDM I ) ) was, he was frying to o&e};; God ; and therefore this visit must

! be in mercy, not in wrath,
‘ THE EADS OV’-‘R JORDAN’ ! Ver. 14.—As Captain of the host of the Lord am
- —— I now come: the ‘“host of the Lord” Christ is often
spoken of as having hosts of angels with Him. C(Matt. 25
. i 31, etc.) In their war against the idolatrous anaanites,
'\:‘:;3’5'} T“E PLA'NS OF JERIGHO. },Olf;hu(ai) ! they should have heaven]ygpower and might on thgir s’ic‘.e.
- ~ ; 7' So David often speaks of God‘‘casting out the heather” to
GoLpeN TEXT.—'* By faith, the walls of Jeri- | P 700, “Casung, out the o
| make room for Israel. This visit must haveinspired Joshua
f?:e;eléad;svf,n_;?frlzh%g were compassed about | with confidence that God was with them in their endeavours ;
= ) T i for there was no relreat open to them now ! and also with

CexTRAL TrurH.—Faith in God conquers the |reverence—for he would now place the Divine Captain
strorgholds of His enemies. ' where Jonathan placed David, '* Thou shalt be king over

CONNECTION.—Alter the people were all passed over | trr2el “and 1 shall be next unto thee.” (1 Sam.23:17.)
Jordan, Joshua commanded the priests to coric up with the | Fell on his face totheearth : as soon as he knew who
ark. 1t was the 1o:h day of “he first month—four days h:s glotious visitor was, he fell down and worshipped Him.
before the Passover. They encaraped at Gilgal, and erected | -\ OUCe, n several places, how saints and angels refuse wor-
a memorial with twelve stones from the river. All the | ship. (Rev. 22:8, 9, etc.)
kings of the country feared when they heard of Jordan| Ver. 15.—IL.oose thy shoe from off thy foot: see
drying up. Circumcision having been sirangely neglected, | the same direction to Moses at the burning bush.  {Ex. 3:
ths people were now dirccted to observe it. i5.) For the place whereon thoustandestis holy:

NOTES,—Gilgal—rolling : the first camping ground of : 3 with us the head is uncovered in worship, so in the Eust
the Israelites after crossing 51c Jordan. It cﬂ)ngngzd to be | the shoes must be taken from the feet. This direction
the camp of the children of Israel during the war 2ad after, | ShOWs that the person speaking was higher than 2 mere
(Josh. 10:6, 9,433 14:6) Later it was where Samuel | 20ge!- .
jadged the people (1 Sam. 7:16) and offered sacrifices| 1L How 10 SuccEEn.—Chap. 6. ver. I.—Straitly
{1 Sam. 10 : 8), and where Saul was crowped. (1 Sam. I1: !shut up: the Israclites were so near Jericho, that it was
15.) It was from five to ten miles north of Jericho. Jeri- | *invested” or “‘blockaded.” The inhabitants acted en-
cho: a rich, strong and walled city on the jordan, six miles | tirely on the defensive. We do not know how strong the
notth of the Dead Sea. Gold and silver, brass and iron | Place was : but no doubt it had good solid stone walls.
were found there, besides cattle. It carried on commerce! Ver.2.—The Lord said unto Joshua: notice, that
wit~ Babylon, and purchased textures in that great city. | the Captain of the Lord’s host is now called Jehovah, *“ The
{Jo . 7:21) Tt was once called *‘the city of palms.” | Lord,” Jehovah was 2 name never givin to any but God. I
(Dsut. 34:3.) At Jericho Jesus brought salvation to Zac- | have given : it was God whe gave ther the victory; and
cheus, the publican, and gave sight to blind Bartimeus. ! gave them the whole land.

{Matk 10:46.) Joshua bumed and pronounced a curse; Ver. 3.—Gompass the city: Go round it. Six

‘(’;?:;g% city. J CIS;U]S c?lered it, “Cl‘]l 30 d;:ls‘m&bb“lt-‘ to hgal- 'days: They were thus to do, for six days in succession.
n: pow Palestine; so called when Abiaham frst) ver 4.—Bear before the ark seven trumpets:
;?%‘:;;2'23&2‘&&%?{‘ 12:5), and because the descendants | Though the men were armed, the procession was a peaceful
g B one. Nota word was said. (Ver. 10) The seventh

1 A Nzw BEGINNING.—Ver. 1o.—Encamped at.day : the Jews say this was a Sabbath day. Quite likely.
Gilgal: this was about six miles west of Jordan, and less Compassthecity seven times: inancient walled cities,
than two miles of Jericho. In the East, the presence of the houses were generally built close together; and the
water determines the location of camps and cities. Gilgal " circuit of the city would not be very great. Still, seven
is often afterward mentiored. The Tabernacle remained ! times round it, in this religious procession, must have taken
here till it was removed to Shiloh. XleptthePassover:!all day. And if it was a Sabbath day, the fighting, and the
we do not read of thf:. P{‘ssov.cr haymg been observed since destruction of tbe city, would be gffer the Sabbath, which
}h[ci ;:]oplek‘gvcrc at bn!\)a‘, lhu!y-mn; years before. It wasiended at sunset.
ivdeed making a new begioning in their religious life! Let! yer. 5 —Al} the people shall shout: and at that
5 ;ggsr;?arg?;g]%uf t\how‘?,“and plc?d 09;15 Dromises. . shout the walls should fall down® They believed what the

; 110 : the valley was of considerable width, i { orq said ; and when the time came, * shouted with a great
2nd of exireme productiveness ; with a tropical climate. shoat.” (Ver. 20.) This was faith : see the Golden Text.

Vers. 11, 12.--Eat of the ald corn : generaily rendered .
sioply *corn ;" that is grain. Parched corn: grein- PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.
roasted in the ear. It was harvest; and new-ripened grain . 1. They made a good beginning for the new life they
was in abundance. 'The manna ceased ; they had eaten were entering, by attending lo religious duties. Zhen they
1t for forty years ; but God never gives a blessing that is pot - Were prepated to go forward !
peeded. It was not necessary to give them a fruitful land, 2. When Gad gave them corn out of the harvest-fields of
and 2 miraculous supply of food éotk. ! Jericho (which was as much God's gift as the manna), they

11, THE CAPTAIN OF THE LORD's HosT.—Ver, 13.— ; did not need the Jatter. God who gives the healby
Was by Jericho: Jericho was the key to Palestine ihungcr. both bodily and spiritual—gives also the supply !
from the S. E., commanding the two principal passes—one | 3. The Captain of the Lord’s host is always “‘for 7 us, if
10 Jerusalem, acd the otner to Bethel and Ai. There i we are *“for” Him ! }
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4. Ifthe ‘““men of war,” lacking faith, had refused to' Solomon says * Thelot is cast into the lap; but the whole

shout, the walls of Jericho would not have fallen.
weakest and youngest soldier there, with the weakest and

most trembhing voice, could help to take the city ! (Ver. -

3 5)

| [ZAITH'S
Feht

wws V[CTORY.

1
Juvz»)  ISRAEL DEFEATED AT Al Josh. 7.

GoLpeEx TEXT.—‘'Be sure your sin will find you
out "—Numb. 32: 23.
CexTrRAL TRUTH.—Sin brings Trouble.

CONNECTION.—Joshua sepeated to the people what the .

Lord commanded him. The city was compassed for six
days, and seven times on the seventh day; and, the walls
falling down, when the people shouted, the city wastaken
and destroyed : Rahab and her father’s household only being

saved. The people had been strictly charged to take none .

of the spoil for themselves ; but Achan did so. An expe-
dition was sent against Ai (apparently without consulting

God), and was defeated. Joshua and the elders, with dust .

upon their heads, fell to the earth before the Lord.

NoTes.—Judah, one of the twelve sons of Jacob. The
tribe which bore his name was the largest that went out of
Egypt. (Num.r1:27.) From it Christ came. Babylon-
ish garment; literally “a goodly mantle of Shinar.”
Just as many ladies to-day get dresses from Paris, so people
in Jericho used to get fine garments from Babylon on the
Euphrates. The Babylonians wete famous for the beauty
atd richness of their embroidered goods. (Ezek. 27: 24.)
This garmeat was a large cloak. Shekel : in the early
days of Hebrew history all money went by weight or so many
shekels. Thus Abrabam weighed out 400 shekels to the
sons of Hetlr for the cave of Machpelah. (Gen. 23: 16.) A
silver shekel was equal to seventy-five cents.
with stones : the Jews usually punished criminals in
this way. We hang them ; the Romans crucified them.
Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was stoned to death.
(Acts 7: 58)

1. THE CAUSE OF FAILURE.--Ver. 10.—Wherefore

" personal anger.

‘remorse, insteal of timely penitence !

Stoning:

liest thou ? God did nct arswer till eventide ; and when .

he did answer, it was in reproof.
ing ihe defeat, instead of trying to discover the cause.
lesson to us.

Ver. 11.—Israel hathsinned : see the solemn charge
by Joshua, (Ch. 6: 18) The covenant was broken, and
Israel had been defeated. Stolen and dissembled :
one sin leads to another: here, disobedience, theft, deceit.

Ver. 12.—Therefore : the cause is now made known.
They were accursed : a Curse was upon them for

Joshua had been lament-
A

their sin, and the curse covld not be removed till the sin was .
put away: and god threatens to desert them if they do

not put awzy the sin from among them.

Ver. 13.—Sanctify yourselves against to-mor-
row : it was now eveatide, ard the proclamation was to
be made at once. By ceremonial washings, 20d by pat-
ting themselves into a devout frame of mind, they were to
prepare for the inquest of the morrow. Why had not Achan,
long before this, confessed his sin? Perhaps God’s delay
in answeriog, and this further delay till the morrow, was in
order that he might repent. But he did not. Canst not
stand before thine enemies: Israel could not pre-
vail, while there was sin io the camp. No more cen we, if
sin is hidden in the heart.

Ver. 14 ~—Tribes, families, households, man by
man : these were, in saccession, to be indicted, by lot or
ballot ; but we know not the manner. The Greeks and

So the | disposing thereof is of the Lord.”” (Prov. 16: 33.) The

lct was a solemn appeal to God’s decision.

Ver. 15.—Burnt with fire: first stoned and then
the body burned. (Ver. 23.) Everything he had was to e
burned with him. Sin must be eatirely purged away, folly
wickedness.

11. Tur CAUSE REMOVED.—Ver. 16.—Early in the
morning : not only because in the East affairs are trans.
acted early, before the day becomes oppressively hot, bu:
also as showing his alacrity to have this sin removed.
Brought Israel by their tribes : in wh.iever way tre
ballot was drawn, Judah was taken as the tribe where the
sin was.

Ver. 17.—Of the families of Judah, that of Zarah was
taken : and of the family of Zarah, the household of Labd:
was taken. ‘Thecircle is narrowing upon Achan! Still o
confession,

Ver. 18 —Man by man, Each man—probably a large
number—was ballotted or drawn: and Achan was taken,
Son of Zerah, or Zarah : Zabdi was three or four genar-
ations from Z=rah, yet called his ‘‘son,” meaning descen-
dant. Achan (Ver. 24) is also called ¢‘ son” of Zzrah.

Ver. 19.-~-My Son : Joshua was acting judicially ; had ro
Make confession unto Him: gloufy
God, by telliog thy guilt, and thus justifying the /of; and
make confession of thy sin! It was also a mode of putting
him on his oath.

Ver, 20, 21.—1 have sinned : he confesses, when too
late to avoid punishment. And Luw often yet, is it hopesess
Babylonish gar-
ment : a long robe, or stole ** from Shinar,” in the fartr.ec
East, Probably of great value, two hundred shekel!s of sil-
ver. In ingots or pieces, not probably in coins : and worth
at least $100. Gold of fifty shekels: 2 wedge of gold of
less weight, worth $400 or $500 (2, } equal ii2 purchasing p.w:r
to ten times as much gold and silver now. The temptation
to acovetous man was great : but the victory of overcomiag
it would be equally great! Hid in the Earth : he shows
his guilt by hiding his booty. It was stolen from the Lord;
for all the goid, silver, brass and iron were consecrated io
his treasury. (Ch. 6: 19.)

Ver. 22, 23.—Behold, it was in his tent: the proof
was conclusive : the stolen property was brought by the
messengers whom Joshua sent.

Ver. 24.—Joshua and all Israel: the nation was -
volved in the sin; and the nation joined in punishing the
criminal. Aill that he had : his ill-gotten gain all came to
an end.  Theft and covetousness never long * succeed !”
Valley of Achor: valley of Trouble. Achan means
‘¢ troubler.” Hosea prophecies that God will give ¢ the vai-
ley of Achor for a door of hope:" the very valley of
“ trouble " shall be a path for the joyful return homeward
from Babylon.

Ver. 235.—All Israel stonned him with stones, and
burned them with fire : whether his sons and daughters
perished with him is obscure. Some suppose they did, a3
being parties to the hidiog and retaining, if notto the steal-
ing of the treasure. Others, that they were brought as spec-
tators, and as a warning to them: and that the words
** burned them "’ mean Achan and his flocks and property.
Kitto suggests that ‘‘ they were included in the doom by
one of those sudden impulses of indiscriminate popular ven-
geance,” which Joshua could not control.

Ver, 26.—A great heap of stones : called in Scotland
*‘cairns.” It was a2 memorial, for the ages to come, of the
bitter erd of sin. The Lord turned: the sin being now
cleansed away from the nation, God took them dgain into
his favour. Those who rashiy speak about God’s ** severity,”
fail to comprebend, as they should, the exceeding ¢ sinful-

Romaps often used pebbles, shells, or black and white beans. ! ness ” of sin !
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PracTICAL TEACHINGS.

1. Lamenting of sin is proper ; but when active uprooting
of sin is added, it is better.

2. There must be no tardincss, when sin is to be put
away. (Ver. 13.)

3. Though the criminal was hidden among 600,000 other
fighting men, the finger of God traced him out, through
zibe, and family, and household ! ‘*Be sure your sin will
find you out !”

4. Gold, used for God, is a blessing : gold without God,
is but an accursed thing.  So time, influecce, talent, life
itself !

5. Seeing, coveting, taking, hiding ! (Ver. 21.) Achan
thought that was all ; but the process still went on—detec-
tion, exposure, condempation, execution, infamy !

BEWARE OF COVETING!

Josh 8-

THE READING OF THE LAW, (/o

GorpeN TexT.—“I have set before you life and
death, blessing and cursing.”—Deut. 30: i9.

CenTRAL TrurH.—Blessed are they who obey
God's law.

CoNNECTION.—The sin of Achan being removeq, God
gave them victory over Ai. From there they went to She-

Juiy 29'}
1883.

chem ; and Joshua, according to the command given through |
Moses, assembled Israel to hear the law, and ‘“the blessings
|
NoTES.—Ebal and Gerizim : two mountains directly op-

and the cursings.” (Deut. 11: 29.)
posite each other, and in the narrow valley between them
was the town of Shechem, now Nablus. They are about i
2,800 feet high, Ebal being the higher, and their summits a
wile apart. When Joshua read the law o the people six |
tribes were on Mount Ebal and six on Mount Gerizim. '
Deut. 27 : 11-13.) The air in that region is so pure and |
clear that a voice speaking on cne of these mountains can
be heard on the other and in the valley beneath them. |
The priests the Levites : they were descendants of Levi, ;
one of Jacob’s twelve sons. Only those Levites were priests
who were descended from Aaron. The priests offered the :
sacrifices, and they carried the ark of the covenant, The.
other Levites, who were not descended from Azron, served ‘
at the tabernacle and temple, but they could not cffer sacri-
fices. |

1. THE ALTAR AT EBAL.—Ver.
an altar : alter-building is associated with many of the
early patriarchs and saints—Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, |
Gideon, David, Elijzh, etc. Let every Christian man have |
his “altar” of worship in hic own house. In mount|
Ebal: the mount of Cursing. Hemry remarks, ** Where |
we have most reason to expect a curse, there by Christ’s
sacrifice, we have peace with God.”

Ver. 31.—An altar of whole stones: no adoroment to
tzke away the attention of the worshipper from the sacrifice. |
Burn: otferings : peace offerings : where the whole ani- |

wal was consumed, it was called a burnt-offering. It might
be taken to typify complete consecration to God. The |disbanded.

I
30.—Joshua built .

! condensation of the Law : we koow not how much or how
Hittle. Perhaps the ‘¢ blessings and the cursings » in Deuter-
- onomy.

11. THE RLESSINGS AND THE CURSINGS —Ver. 33.—
. All Israel: though the camap was at Gilgal, in the valley

of fericho, and seemed tc be there afterward (Chron. g : 6),
, yet all the people gathered at Gerizim and Ebal to renew
their covenant with the Lord. Elders, and officers, and
i their judges : their national polity was well arranged, and
“all that was needed was just to follow God's directinus—
-and they might have been very happy! Haif of them
over against Mount Gerizim: from Deut. 27 : 12, we
learn that these stood on Gerizim, to respond to the bless-
‘ings : the tribes of Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph
, and Benjamin ; Half of them over against Mount Ebal:
. these responded to the curses: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zeb-
tulun, Dan and Naphtali. All this was according to Moses’
| directions.

Ver. 34.—Read all the words of the 1aw : He caused
. the Levites to read it. {Deut. 27: 14.) Modern travellers
have spoken and read to each other ucruss the valley, when
‘nearly a mile distant, There is something in the conforma-
_tion of the mountains and valley that makes the latter a
* natural * whispering gallery.”

Ver. 35.—There was not a word, etc.: there was
_nothing left uuread that ought to have been read. Much of
1 Moses® fine books is Azstory ; that wnich was /aw was read
jat Sbechem, with the blessings and cursings; and all the
| people s2id * Amen!” So let it be in our hearts and lives.
. To every word of God let us listen, assent, and yield a
prompt obedience! The women, and the little ones,
and the strangers . all were there, and all took pazt ; the
law was theirs—its blessings and its threatenings.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

1. The solemn feast at Gilgal, and the solemn covenant
at Shechem, were guod beginnings for their national life.
The nearer any nation or person follows such an example,
the better for them and the world !,

2. Let us have the law of God written, if not on stone
altars, on *‘ fleshy tables of the heart,” and often there read
and pondered.

3. Though we may not think we ‘' choose ” cursing and
death, yet they always follow, where we choose disobedience.

4. The great teaching of this lesson is the two ways—the
two kinds of life set before us; and the duty and safety of
choosing—now, opeely, and forever, the Way of Life and
Blessing !

MIND % GOD'S WORD.
3! Josh. zo:

s} THE GITIES OF REFUGE. (%

GoiDEN TEXT.—‘“ Who have fled for refuge to
lay hold upon the hope set before us.” Heb. 6:18.

CeNTRAL TRUTH.—Christ is our refuge.

CONNECTION,—Seven year's War. The land conquered.
The territory divided by lot among the Tribes. The army
Several civil matters arranged in accordance

1}

peace-offering set forth the idea of propitiation and atone- | with the will of the Lord.

ment.

Ver, 52.—Wrote upon the stones : {rom Deut, 27: 2-4,
we learn that the writing was upon plaster on the stones ;
either inscribed in the soft plaster, or painted on the smooth
surface. The latter was the Egyptian mode, and probably
that follcwed by Joshua. Dr. Thomson (* The Land and the
Book™) says he had seen such specimens, 2,000 years old, in
perfect preservation. Copy of the law of Moses: scme

Notes.—Cities of Refuge: six in number and set apart
j according to the commandment of Moses. {Num. 35 : 14.)
There were three on each side of the Jordan, and they were
about 40 or 50 miles apart ; so that a city of refuge could be
easily reached from any part of the Jand.  Some of these
places were the most beautiful spots in the whole country,
If 2 person killed asother, any relative might pursue and
slay bim; but if he fled to one of the cities of refuge he
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would be safe until a fair trial was had. There was no pro- | them might be of them. Just as open to every ‘‘stranger™

tection afforded to one guilty of wilful murder.
the horns ofthe altar were any refuge for him ; he was vio-

lently draogged from thence to be punished by death.,
Kedesh was on the west side of the Jorcin and furthest!

A “ splendid site, well watered and surrounded by
Ia after times Barak lived there, and

north.
fertile plains,”
Deborah mustered her army at Kedesh.

(Judges4: 6, 10} !

Not even | is Christ’s Spiritual Kingdom |

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

1. Moses directed roads to be made to the Cities of Ref.
uge. (Deut. 19: 3) Religious ordinances and habits are
ways or roads to Christ.

2 Josephus tells us there were Fuide-boards at forks »

Shechem was also most beautifully situated between the roads, pointing to the “ Refuge.” So Providences an¢
Etal and Gerizim. It was hers Abraham 6irst halted when | afllictions are all finger-boards to point us to Christ.

he entered Canaan (Gen.12: 6); and Jacob afterwards!
bought it (Gsp. 33: 18, 19) and dug a well there, at which:
Jesus once sat down weary and conversed with the Samari-
tan woman (John4: 5). The town is now called Nablus, and |
is thirty-five miles north of Jerusalem. X¥lebron is twenty |
miles scuth of Jerusalem, and one of the oldest cities in the !
world. Abraham pitched his tent on the plain of Mamre near 1
tha city (Gen. 13 :18), and there Sarahdied and wasbwried in |
the cave of Machpelah. In the division of the land it went
to Caleb, (Tosh. 14: 13.)
Kirjath-arba, or ** city of Arba,” who was a king. Golan:
was on the east side of the Jordan, ten miles northeast of |
Lake Galilee. Ramoth was twenty-five miles east of the |
Jordan and about forty-five south of Golan. Bezer was|
fifteen miles east of the Dead Sea aad thirty-five south of;
Ramoth. Little else is known about these three cities east
of the Jordan except that they were cities of refuge.

I. Tue CiTiEs OF REFUGR.—Ver. 1, 2.—The XLord
also spalke: these directions had been given to Moses
(Numb. 35 ; Deut. 19), but are now repeated by the Lord.

I1. OBjECT OF THE CITIES OF REFUGE.—Ver, 3.—Xil.
leth any person unawares, etc : other places of re-
fuge in history were for a// criminals. The Hebrews pro-
tected only those that were innocent of murderous intention.
Many flee thither: there wasno part of the country from
which he could not reach a City of Refuge Lhe same day. You
can reach Christ to-day! The avenger of blood : the
nearest relative was considered bound to slay the slayer
whether he had intended a murder or not. These provisiors
interfered with his vengeful purpose; and gave the oppor-
tunity of an impartial trial.

Ver. 4.—Shall declare his cause in the ears of
the elders : every man was questioned when he arrived.
Ard mark, it was ot a man’s virfues, but his secessi-
ties that made him welcome there. So when the sinner
comes to Jesus (beautifully foreshadowed by the cities of ‘
Refuge), it is not his gvodness, but his danger that must
must be his plea! Give him a place : he would not get |
rich there ; nor would he have all hi; former friends about |
him ; but Ass Jifewas safz ! So, in coming to Christ. )

Ver. 5.—They shall not deliver the Slayer up:!
the avenger of blood could not teach him there, He was a )
slayer, but not a murderer. Hated him not aforetime: |
hatred is the great sin forbidden in the sixth Command- ;
ment. {MAtt. 5: 21, 22, etc.) Murder is but anp outward
mapifestation of it.

Ver. 6.—Until he stand before the congregation:,
if he was a murderer, he would be punished. If not, he ;
could dwell safely till the death of the High Priest ; and then :
return home, Here is a double type of Christ; (1) The'
Sinner who has fled for refuge, is safe as Jeng as his High'!
Friest lives! (2) Christ's death sets him free ! i

I1I. THE Ci1TiES DESCRIBED.—Ver. 7, 8.—Kedesh .|
‘‘ Holy ;” Shechem : ‘ Shoulder ;" I{ebron : *‘ Fellow- |
ship;'* Bezer : * Stronghold ;” Ramoth : “ Exaltation ;* |
Golan: ‘‘Joy.”  Every name may be taken as a type of |
something glorious or encouraging in the work and char- i
acter of Christ.  “ These thing: were written aforetime for |
our learning.”

Ver, g.—For all the children of Israel, and for
the stranger : no distinction «made : anyone who joined

Another pame for Hebron was | :

3. **Sudden anger is a terrible thing 1" You think s>
‘T'hen what do you think of anger that isnot sudden? What
a depth of wickedness must bethere ! Avoid them otk

. ‘“Eveiy sin hasitsavenger ; (1) i the conscience ; :2j
in the laws of nature ; (3) in the justice of God.” Pelouéet.

5. The wilful murderer was punished. The impenitent
sinner must perish.

Christ our Refuge.

PRIZE BIBLE QUESTIONS FOR JUNE.

For offer of prizes, etc., see January number.;
16. Quote a saying of our Saviour telling what gives true
liberty.
17.” Give the name of an Israelitish prophet who forbade
a warlike expedition of one of the kings and wrote the his-

tory of his reign.
18. The Psalmist tells us that one of the effects of cher-
ished sin is to render prayer unavailing. Quote the passage

PRIZE BIBLE QUESTIONS FOR JULY.,

19. In one of the Epistles temporal blessings, equal to the
spiritual blessings enjoyed, are desired for a friend. By
whom and for whom ? )

20. Quote a passage wher= the young are described as a.-
sisting in idolatrous worship.

21. Give a name borne by a king 2nd by a prophet, botn
bad men. :

A MILTON collection which is being formed in the library

of St. Paul’s School includes a copy of *‘ Paradise Lost
with the autograph of Robert Burns.
" AT the yearly meeting of the German Baptists, o
“Duokards,” of America, held at Bismarck Grove, Kansas
10,0.0 persons were present from various parts of the Unite:
States.

LORD SHAFTESBURY believes that if the places of pubn-
amusement were to be opened in England on the Lord's
day, it would throw the temperance movement back twen-
ty-five years.

BARON ROTHCHILD'S carriage at Viemna is lighted by
electric light. The apparatus is beneath the coachman’s
seat, and the light, which will bura 100 hours, within ordi-
nary carriage lamps.

MR. SPURGEON in a recent speech said he was somewha.
at a disadvantage in fighting the devil, as the latter neve.
had the gout ; but he intended to keep his face to the great
enemy notwithstanding.

IT seems that machines as well as men work harder hete
than in Europe. The  Railway Gazette” says that 100
locomotives here do as much as 131 in Germany, 139 i
Switzerland, and 140 in Audtro-Iungary.

THE Supreme Court of Vermont holds that a witness was
' competent, although he was dumb, uneducated in the use
of signs, and only able to assent or dissent in answer toa
ditect question by a nod or shake of the head.
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clerk also was there, who, although he taught
'a class in the mission school on Sabbath, was
80 HE BRINGETH THEM INTO THEIR ;alwayq late at his employer’s store week-days.

DESIRED HAVEN.

Psalm cvii. 30.
So He brov ght me, Jesus brought me,
By His own wise, loving hand,
From the desert, where He sought me,
To a restful, healthful land.

So He brought me, Jesus only

Could have Joosed my bands so strong.

He hath tilled my night, so lonely,
With a thankful, joyful song.

So He brought me out of trouble,
Sent His Word and made me whole ;
For my shame He gave me double ;
Everr whit He made me whole.

8o He brought me, just according
To my faith in Him, most true ;

All the while His strength affording
In each depth that 1 passed through.

So He brought me, where I'm tasting
Of His loving kindness now ;

And with joyful steps I'm hasting
To the throne where angels bow.

So He brought me—hear the story—
To the haven that I sought ;

To His name alone be glory
Who hath done beyond my thought.

RELIGION AT HOME.

It is laughable to see one hunting high and

[RL)

He whispered “ Amen'” too—and meant it,
so far as he knew himself. A lady hearer, as
she listened, resolved to join the church mis-
sionary society, and then went home and found
unreasonable fault with her cook. And others
also felt warmed to do something for Christ,
who never seemed to have thought that re-
ligion, like charity, begins at home. The
mechanic who is powerful in class meeting
and weak at his trade is no credit to the cause
he professes. The servant who drops tears

"I feelingly at religious services, and drops dishcs

unfeelingly in the kitchen, has her tenderness
altogether too much on one side. And itisa
poor kind of religion which seeks opportuni-
iles to set others straight, but overlooks its
own crookedness.

CONQUERED BY KINDNESS.

One of Dr. Guthrie’s admirers was an old
!Scotch judge, who contributed a large sum to
{build & new church. But when the doctor
left the Established Church, with the Free
!Church party, the judge was so much dis-
pleased that he ceased to call on him, and even
refused to recognize him in the street.

Twice the good doctor lifted his hat on
, meeting, but the judge gave no sign of recog-

low for his spectacles when they have been | nition. The doctor said cheerily to hlmself

only shoved over his forehead. But it is:“ One more lifting of the hat, my lord, and
not laughable to see Christians hunting for then we are quits.”

what they call opportunities to honour God,. One day, a woman called at Dr. Guthrie’s,
while overlooking such opportunities which begging for a seat in his church. The doctor
they carry with them wherever they go. A said it was impossible to obtain one: all were
slovenly carpenter was once heard at a weekly engaged, and more than a score of applicants
prayer meeting to pray with great fervency were waiting for a vacancy. She pleaded
for the spread of Christ's eause—a cause which - hard, but he saw no way to help her.

he disgraced and hindered in his sphere everyi‘ At length she mentioned that she was
time he stood at his work-bench. When he! housekeeper to Judge “That changes
ended his prayer a hearty “ Amen” came from t,he case,” sa:d the doctor. “1 would like to do
& servant who put her mistress out of temper 'him a favour for all his kindness to me in past

8 hundred times a day by her carelessness. A | days. You shall have a seat in my own pew.”
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The woman left after a profusion of thanks.
The next morning there was a knock at the
study-door, and the judge entered. He came
to thank the doctor for the kindness to his
housekeeper, after his own shabby behaviour,
and to beg pardon for his own foolish anger.
The old friendship was restored, and the
Judge seemed to have a higher esteem than
ever before for the man who had conquered
him with kindness.

“WELL DONE.”

Not what you say,
Or wish, or hope,
While through the darkness
Here you grope ;
But what you do,
And what you are,
In heart and thought
And character—
This only makes you great ;
And this, *
If clothed in Jesus’ righteousness,
Will open heaven’s gate.

Sell all, and buy
This precious gem,
And wear it as
A diadem:
A heart that’s clean,
A mind that’s pure
Will prompt to deeds
Which shall endure.
So God will own you as Bis son,
And say
To you, when ends life’s little day :
“ Well done'!” my child; ¢ well done !”

THE USE OF TOBACCO.

One of the strongest arguments against the
use of tobacco is the intense nausea and sick-

ness felt by pcople in their first attempt |
at smoking. It is nature’s protest against|
abuse, and it would be well fur millions if;
they heeded the warning, for offensive to!
smell and taste as it is at first, the dislike|
often changes to intensc craving, and the user |
of tobaceo has becomeiits slave, the habit being

often harder to cverrcme than the love of
strong drink. And o. he' useisit?

Very few persons can state distinctly the
effects of tobacco upon them, the kind of plea.
sure which the use of it gives, and why they
continue to use it. Let any user of tobacco
ask hiroself these questions, and he will be
surprised to see how unsatisfactcry the an.
swers he receives will be.

"It is a habit which continually grows
stronger, at the same time weakening the wily,
and finally making a man its abject slave. Its
physiological effects are such as to warrant its
abandonment, even if therc were no other
consideration.

Allits ill effects are transmitted from parents
to child, and usually with a weakened cobsti-
tution and a disposition to intemperance. 1t
is a filthy habit. It is an expensive habit,
It is of doubtful morality, because its conse-
quences are bad.

King James, in his famous Counterblast, calls
it a “ precious stinke,” and condemns the mat-
ter as a “custome loathsome to the eye, dan-
gerous to the lungs, and in the black, stinking
fume thereof neerest resembling the horrible
stigian smoake of the pit that is bottomless.”

Smoking to excess produces nausea, vomnit-
ing, and trembling, with accelerated motion of
the heart, and it is an open question whether
the prevalence of heart disease, which has
been attributed to the rapid, exciting, modern
life, should not be really attributed to the ex-
tensive use of tobacco.

t is with tobacco as with deleterious arti-
cles of diet, the strong suffer comparatively
little, while those not of robust habit, or who
are predisposed to disease fall vielims to its
poisonous operation. Under such eircum-
stances an article so injurious to the health
and so offensive in its mode of enjoyment
should be speedily banished.

“ ENvY thou not the oppressor, and choose
none of his ways.”—Prov. iii. 31.



