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Forward Steps in Teacl

Systematic vicitation o

Branch Schools where re

The Home Department to be pushed.

The Schemes of our own Church first.

The keeping open of Schools the year
round.

These are some of the things decided,
emphasized, or arranged for by the General
Assembly’s  Sabbath School Committee.
The tone of the meeting was optimistic—the

sschools are doing a great work, there is a
wide territory still to he occupied, the
Charch has *“ a2 mind to work’? in this ficld.

The Assembly’s Sabbath School Commit-
tee have a good word to say of our publica~
tions. They express ““appreciation of the
excellence of the paper used, the press work
and the general make-up of all the periodi-
cals, and especially of the fine quality of the
pictures in the Prramary Quarterny and
Privany Learvers, Tur Kixe's Owy, and
Jewers.”  They further “ express gratifica-
tion that the publications are so distinctively
Canadian, the matter being largely by Cana-
dian writers.”

Our oun pudlications in our own schools is
the counsel of the Committee and of the
General Assembly as well.

It is a good time now to place your order
for Lesson Helps and illustrated papers.

The Christmas hurry is not yet on.
Teachers have time to go into the matter of
gelection deliberately, and publishers are not
driven to distraction by the piling up of
orders, as they are apt £ be in the eloding
weeks of the year.  Lluy of vur Lessone Helps
or Papers sent for the remainder of the year
Frik or Crianrae, on trial.

Do Sabbath Schools Teach?
By Rev. James W. Faleoner, B. D.

Education is of pevennial interest. Tt
engrossed the thoughts of the Jews, who
deemed it unlawful to dwell in a city that
bad no school. Not less did it occupy the
attention of the Greeks, who put Socrates to
death becaunse of their contention that he
was corrupting the youth of Athens by his
ingtruction. Nor can the modern Christians
afford to negleet the educational dutics,
which fall to them as the guardians of moral
and of spiritual truth. The Chureh is con-
cerned with the salvation of a perishing
world, and may fitlingly be represented as
a steadfast rock in the midst of stormy seas,
It is also a great philanthropic agency,
which may be likened to the stately matron
of Charity, stooping down to aid the sick, to
heai the broken-hearted, and to enrich the
poor. But the Church is an educator as
well, and may be pictured as the calm figure
of Wisdom, with children gathered around
her knees looking for instruction. ¢ Wisdom
hath builded her house, she hath hewn out
her geven pillars. She erieth at the gates:
‘Receive my instruction and notsilver; and
knowledge rather than choice gold.””’

The Sabbath School is one method by
which the Ghureh attempts to fulfil her
educational function. In these days it is
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being most cheerfully admitted, that those
who give themselves up to this work are
doing a service which is of the first import-
ance. No cultore is too extensive, no
knowledge too thorough for the teacher of
Christian doctrine. The office may well
call forth the endeavors of the best of our
Church members. ““ To gather a class of
boys and girls and hold their attention, week
by week, to the great theme of religion is a
task which an angel might covet.”

The question that sometimes presses itself
upon one is, how far the Sabbath School is
realizing the ideal held up for it. Does it
impart that instruction in exact spiritual
knowledge, which is needful for full Chris-
tian training? The teacher in the day
school is convinced that a certain amount of
definite knowledge must be imparted to the
pupil. The scholar’s equipment is to include
the ability to write, read, cipher and,knpw
facts of geography and history, etc. Thgre
isa daily drill in this acquisition of exact
facts ; and, to counteract any danger of
indolence, examinations are leld at the
conclusion of the term, when the results of
the session are brought to a focus, and the
store of knowledge measured by a severe
test in writing. The conviction is some-
times forced home that in this matter, the
Church school does not compare favorably
with the day school. It used to be said
concerning the religious mysteries of Greece,
“that their object was not to teach any-
thing, but to produce an impressivn on the
religious feelings and hmagination.” The
same might be laid as a ground of complaint
against the method of work in the Sabbath
School, where the impression or feeling is
often regarded as more important than the
teaching of knowledge.

Religious facts are absolutely necessary for
the success and happiness of the Christian
life. They are the foundation upon which
the structure of thought and practice is
built, they are the walls of delence to form
a refuge against the attacks that are made
upon the faith, and they are the clear path
which will guide the wandering traveller to
the city of God. To have a mind. well

equipped with accurate information on the
main doctrines of Christianity, and to have
stedfast knowledge of the prineiples of the
Word of God, is the best preparation for
that time, when doubt or scepticism or temp-
tatior: comes to those, who are trying to live
the life of faith. Here, as in all other con-
cerns, we must realize that knowledge is
power,

The Bible is, of course, the text-book out
of which the facts are to be drawn, as it is
the source of spiritual wisdom for which
there can never be any substitute. But the
Bible is 80 exceeding broad, that in order to
its wise study, it must be taught by a selec-
tive method. The Scriptures cover many
hundreds of years of history, and deal with
peoples of different nationalitiesand culture;
so that to be fully acquainted with all the
parts of the Bible is the strenuous task of a
life-time. Even after years of closest exam-
ination of the Sacred Book, men are ready
toacknéwledge how much there yetremains
of fresh beauty and unexplored knowledge.
Hence, in the meagre time at the disposal of
the teacher, a choice of parts must be made,
lest in tke magnitude of the subject nothing
definite is learnt.

It might be well for the teacher each
quarter to take a survey of that section of
Seripture which is to be studied, so that the
salient features, leading facts and most strik-
ing verses in the passages may be selected,
upon which a constant drill may be given
from week to week. For this purpose a
good text-book on Bible History would be
of considerable service. If in this, and
similar ways, attention is paid to the teach-
ing of definite knowledge, the result will be
that, when the time comes for the pupil to
leave the school, the mind will be a store-
house of spiritual truth, and a mansion for
the holiest of thoughts. The pupil will know
in general the structure of the Word of God,
and be able to pass a creditable examination
on the course of Bible history. He will
have a considerable amount of Scripture
committed to memory, more especially those
parts that best reveal the teachings of Jesus
Christ. Thus the scholars will go forth into
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the world of conflict, havirg a reason for
the faith that is in them, furnished with
that accuracy which will enable them, in
turn, to teach others what it is to be a
Christian.’

It is surely ncedless to add that the
imparting of this fact-knowledge is not to
obscure the essential work of bringing the
pupils to a surrender of their hearts to Jesus
as a personal Saviour. We must ever re-
member that the truth of the Bible is meant
to be a saving knowledge, and that all else
is subsidiary to the fundamental task of
causing all to enter into the Kingdom of
God. It is to our sorrow and shame that so
many are suffered to pass out of the period
of their Sabbath School training, without
having been induced to make the choice of
Jesus as their Saviour and Friend.

Truro, Nova Scotia.

-. . Book in Hand
Two books, and only t\vi),' s}iéul& eft]

~abbmth School—the book fro:
studies and the book from whic
The Lesson Help is a help, not a tex
Its use belongs at home, not in the class.
The Bible alone should be used there.

The Book of Praise should be neat and
convenient in form, good print and good
binding, and the Bible the best that can
be got.

No more appropriate Christmas gift can be
thought of than a Bible or Book of Praise,
and no more suitable reward for regular
attendance at Sabbath Sechool, or for the
memorizing of Scripture or the Shorter

" Catechism.

'e offer the following from the publica-
cations of the famous Oxford University
Press as being specially suited to the needs
ot our Sabbath School scholars and workers.
Every book is guaranteed the best of its sort,
and ‘they will be sent by mail or express
WITH ALL CHARGES PAID, on receipt of the
price named.

1. TEE, OXEORD TEACHERS' BIBLE — Size 73~ 35

inches, 1,656 pages in ull; bound in Fren~h morocco,
red under gold edges. There is no other Teachers'

Bible so compact and convenient, and, st the same
time, absolutely complcte. 1t contains the Oxford Helps
to the Study of the Bible, unabridged, including
concordance, indexes, atlny, ete., with 124 full page
plates. Special price to any user of our Lesson Helps or
papers—8l.25.

2. Tae Owonn " Gh\[" B1BLE AND BOOK OF PRAISE
—In one volume, bound in morocco limp; 434 X 234
inches, India paper, weighing 5 oz., and may be carried
in vest pockel~—a boy's delight. Price 81.50.

3. Tue Oxmm» BipLe Aun Bocm OF PnMsm——In one

An e*cceedin;,ly handy pucket Blble Prk‘e400

4. THE Book OF PRAISE—~SABBATH SCHOOL EDITION
—In handsome morocco binding, red under gold
cdges, rounded corners—n book that is neat and
pretty and will last, Price 50c.

5. THE BOOK OF PRAISE - SABBATH SCHOOL EDITION
—Cloth, limp. Price §3.00 per 100; less quantities at
proportionate rates.

6. TiE OXFORD HELPS To THE STUDY OF THE BIBLE
—pPublished separately, complete with all the illustra-
ps, ete. Handy pocket size. Price, 40c.

dgess, Rev. R. DovcLas FrAsSER, Presby-

jpbath School Publications, ToronTo.
RBER EARLY, avoid the Christmas rush.

Axn Autumn Rally
By Rev. Alexander MacGillivray, M.A.

Our attendance was counted good. Only
twice did it fall below 300 during the holi-
day sesson, and then not far below this.
Some of us concluded it could be improved,
and that the difference between the number
on the roll and the number attending should
be less.

A **Rally? was suggested and agreed up-
on.

* Wait till ¢ Children’s Day,’ '’ said one.

*“IWe can have it just as well on the 16th
as the 30th of September,’”” said another;
and so the earlier date was chosen.

On Sunday, each of the 29 teachers was
given a sheet of paper, with a request to
give name and address of scholars, and to
mark with an x those absent. At the close
of the school, the teachers met, and those
who could give the time agreed to look up
the absentees during the week, and early in
the week. The pastor undertook to look after
those whose teachers were enable to visit
them, so that none should be passed by.

Every one was seen and promises wete

many, so that Sunday afternoon wasawaited
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with pleasurable expectations.

The weather was a little ruflled. ¢ The
Grenadiers ?  were to parade to church
‘““down, town’’ at 3 p.m. and. we had ** con-
nections ! in the regiment.

Our muster began unusally early, some
being on hand an hour in advance. Ata
quarter to three the superintendent thought
aleud and said, ¢ It will be a suceess.” The
pastor shook hands with a score that he bad
not seen since the ““picnic”” ; but then he
went holidaying the week after, and the day
of the *“Rally ”* was only his fourth Sunday
home.

At 3.30 the school, after & brief teaching
session, came to order. The pastor called
the class roll, the teacher responded by giv-
ing number on the roll, number present,
aud explaining absences, if any—the class
responding with a Scripture verse. The re-
sult was that 414 were found to be present
out of a total enrolment of 501, a gain of 59
on the preceding Sunday and of 122 on two
Sundays previous. Of the 87 absent ones,
about 50 were accounted for. *“Oub of the
city,” *“ill,”’ **illness in the home,” ¢ want
of boots,” ¢ summer suit done, and fall suit
not yet out of the hands of the tailor” were
amongst the reasons assigned.

Of the staff, five were absent. The Treae-
urer was ill.  One lady teacher wasill, and
another was detained by illness in the home.
A third teacher was away enjoying a brief
and  well-earned holiday, a fourth had
* married a wife,” and could not come, but
the presence “toa man” of his youth class
of 17, spoke of his fine work.

Inthe “after-meeting ”’ the pastor thanked
the staff for their splendid work. Congratu-
lations on the result were mutual. The
high-water mark in point of attendance had
been reached. It was decided to follow up
the advantage gained. Those unaccounted
for were to be sought out, the sick visited,
wnd u little material help given in any special
cases where it nmight be needed.

The school gives to the many readers of
Tne Teacuers MoxtiiLy .the outcome of
their effort as a suggestion. The school
found it stimulating. The impetus of it will

be felt, the teachers believe, for a long time
to come. It aroused the enthusiasm of the
scholars, They are talkiag of “our Sun-
day School” more than ever.

A slightly Dbetter result might have been
gained if the ““ Rally’’ had been postponed
till ¢ Children’s Day,”” but with the ever
lengthening period of ““suspended anima-
tion” in Church work in the sunmer and
carly fall, it was felt that the time to *“ push
things’ had come. By Children’s Day the
school will be at its maxium strength, and
everything working smoothly. We feel we
@id well—will be glad to hear of those who
did better.

Bonar Church, Toronto

Diplomas and How to Get Them

All correspondence relating to the Diplomas
for memorizing Scripture or the Shorter
Catecliism should be addressed to Rev. Jouy
meﬂ AveNnug, Toroxto,

Ir. McEwen having deen appointed by the
General Assemliy’s
mittee to att%(d o, the!

The terms on Ybfich the Diplomas are
granted may be i|Gste mmore repeated, to
ensure a, perfect] ar understanding :

An illuminatéd\ Piploma to any scholar of
our Sabvath Schools who repeats, at one
continuous sitting, the Scripture Memory
Passages preseribed by the Committee.
These will number about 200, and the card
containing the list will be issued in time for
the New Year. It may be ordered from the
Publications Office (Rev. R. Douglas Fraser),
Toronto, ab 50c. per hundred.

An illuminated Certificate, on terms sim-
ilar to the above, to scholars of the Primary
Classes for the repetition of the passages
selected specially for them. The list is
printed on the same card (See above) ag that
for the other scholars.

An illuminated Diploma for the repetition
of the whole Shorter Catechism at one con-
tinuous sxtt.mg

In all cases, the names angd facts of recita-
ticn. must be certified-to by the Jninister ox

the Superintendent of the Sabbath School:
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Our Pqt_ﬂ_ications

ORDER EARLY FOR THE NEW YEAR. See noto below.

ANY oF OUR LEsSON H1ELPS SENT Free TILL CLOSE
OF YEAR ON TRIAL.

Lesson Helps

Tre TEACHERR MONTHLY—00C, & year 3 b or more to
one address, 40c. each.

Tur HoME STUDY QUARTERLY—20C, a year; b or
more to onie pddress, 10c. each. Matter increased one
third, by change of type,

Largely used also in the Jlome Deparlmend,

THE PRIMARY QUARTERLY—With a picture for each
lesson ; 20¢. yearly ; dor more tooncuddress, 10¢, each.

Trk IoME STUDY LEAFLET~BC. & year; sent only
in tives or multiples of five,

Tar PRINARY LEAFLET—5C. & Year; sent only in
fives or multiples of five. o

Saniples of above free on application

Illustrated Papers
Juwrrs~TFor the Little Ones; every week, hand-
somely illustrated ; single copics. 30c. a year: 5 or
more to one address, 20¢, each ; neuths not broken,
Tre KiNG's OwN, continuing The Children's Record
—Every week, instead of monthly, and_handsomely
Nustrated ; single coples, 40¢. a year; » or more to
one address, 26¢, each : months not hroken.
Samples of above free on application

Catechisms, ete.

SnorTER CATECKISM, per doz., 20¢. § 100, §1.25.

SnonrTER CATECHISM, with proofs, per doz., 85e.}
100, $1.75. ]

Lissox ScreMp—Schedule of Lessons for the year,.
with Topics for Proof, Catechism, ete. ; per 100, 50c.

PAsSAGES FOR MENORIZING—List of choice connect-
ed and complete Scripture passages on neat litcle
{%r:mgc enrd for General Assembly’s Diploma; per

, 50¢.

Other 8. S. Supplies

CARSON'S PRIMARY CATECHISN, per doz., $5c.; per
100, §2.50. Cororknh LESSON PICTURE ROLLS, 75¢. per
quarter, $2.50 for year. PROVIDENCE L1THO. RoLL, $3.00,
recommended, ~COLORED LESSON PICTURE_ CARDS,
24e. per quarter, 10¢, foryear. Sentonly in lots of 5,
10, 15, ete. ; no fives broken. 8§, S. CrLaSS REGISTER,
5e. each, S, S. SEORETARY'S RECORD, 25¢. sud 80c.
each, OXFORD TEACHERS BIBLE, complete, $1.25.
‘*Gem * edition, India paper, morocco. §1.50. BIBLE
AND PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, Oxford Press,
40c. each, PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, S. 8, Edi-
tion, §8.00 per hundred: fine binding 40c each; and
ANY OTHER S, S. Supplies that may be required.

New and Special
For THE HOoME DEPARTMENT—We have just issued
& complete a?pamtus for The Home Departuent—in

the finest style of printing—as follows:
Membership Cards...................20 50 per 100
Quarterly heport Envelopes......... 049 .
Canvassers' Report, ........ ..100 "
Descriptive Leaflet ... veen 0 o
Class Record ......., .. 0 02each.

Tee HOME STUDY QUARTERLY (as above) §c per
guarter for single copies; 2%4c when in quantities of
ve or more to one address.

NoTE.~—1. It is our rule to discontinue all supplies
at termination of period for which ordered,
inthe case of Standing Orders, Schools are o‘:ﬁem y
requested to bearthisin mind and renewing time.

2. Orders for less than a yearat proportionate rates.

8. Payment should accompany orders in every case.

ADDRESS REV. R, DOUGLAS FRASER,

CONFEDERATION LIFE BUILDING, TORONTO

ORDER OF SERVICE: Fourth Quarter
Opening

1. SiLexce.

IL RESroNsive SENTENCES,

SuperinteNpeNt, O give thanks unto the
Lord, call upon Ilis name.

Scrroor.  Make known His deeds among
the people. :

SUPERINTENDENT,
psalms unto Him,

Sciroorn.  Talk ye of all His wondrous
works.

SUPERINTENDENT.
name,

Scroon. Let the heart of themn rejoice
that seek the Lord.

I11. Sivarve,

IV. Praver; closing with the Lord’s
Prayer in concert.

V. Reapine or LissoN, in concert or in
alternate verses.

VI. SmeInG.

Sing unto IIim, sing

Glory ye in IHis holy

The Lesson

1. Srupy 1x Crasses. (Let it be entirely
undisturbed by Secretary’s or Librarian’s
distributions or otherwise.)

I1. Siveine.

JII. REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT’S DESK;
which may include Recitation in concert of
Catechism, Lesson Title, Golden Text and
Heads of Lesson Plan.

Closing

I. ANNOUNCEMENTS ; SECRETARY’S
LiBrARIAN'S DISTRIBUTIONS.

II. SiNGiNG.

III. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

SurErINTENDENT. Thanks be unto God
for His unspeakable gift. )

SUPERINTENDENT AND ScHooL. Unto Him
that loved us, and washed us from our sins
in His own blood, and hath made us kings

AND

¢{ and priests unto God and His Father; to

Him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. ‘

IV, Crosine Hyay or Doxovroay.

V. BENEDICTION OB Crosing PrAVER,
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Bib}
Ab/ra-ham The patriarch from whom
the people of 1srael wero descended.

Bar-ti-mes’-us The blind beggar of Jer-
icho healed by Jesus. His father was
Timgeus, *‘Bar’’ means *“son of.”

Beth’-le-hem. The cibK of David, fore-
told in prophecy as the birth-place of the
Meesinh, Situated in the hill country of
Judeen, it was a town of shepherds,

Gal’-i-lee The northern province of
Palestine, about the size of Prince Edward
Island, with a population of between one
and three iillions, who were engaged in
farming, fishing and mercautile business,
The people were much more frank and open,
but also less learned, than those of Jud:ea.

Greek The language of the educated
classes and of commerce ir_ the cities of
Syria and Asis, Minor, as_well as in Greece.
A “Greek” would be a Gentile who spoke
Greek,

Ha’-des The abode of the dead. Orig-
inally good and bad were supposed to dwell
there 1n a shadowy existence; but in the
time of our Lord the Jews had cume to re-
gord it as a place of punishment.

Her’-od The name given to the royal
fantily that had rule in Palestine duriil{g the
life og' Christ and His apostles. The Herod
of thess lessons is Antipas, tetrarch of Gali-
lee and Perea under the Romans; son of
Herod the Great.

Jer’-i-cho A city of great age in therich
valley of the Jordan, from which a busy

ublic road led up through the mountains to

erusalem, It was on the caravan route to
Arabia and Egypt.

Je-ru’-sa~-lem  Originally a Jebusite
stronghold. David made it his capital.
Solomon built the Temple there. There our
Lord was crucified. Jerusalem has been des-
troyed either wholly or partia]lr seventeen
times, It is the cluef city of Palestine still,
but squalid under Mohammedan rule.

John Son of Zebedee and younger brother
of James ; also John the Baptist.

Jo’-seph The husband of Mary and
thought by his contemporarics to be the
father of Jesus.

Ju-dee’s, Southern province of Palestine,
with Jerusalem as capital. A mountainous
country, inhabited in the uplands by shep-
herds.” Its towns,and espemally Jerusalem,
were filled with scholars and teachers, but it
was not, like Galilee, of commercial import-
ance.

Laz’/-a-rus A common name in Pales-
tine. There are two men so ealled in the

raised by Jesus froon the dead, the other
the Lazarus of the pavable.  (Lesson VI.)

Le’-vites In tho time of our Lord an in-
ferior order of pricsts, who had duties in the
Temple services,

Mam/-mon A Syrian word meaning
money. Personified,,it denotes the god or
evil spirit that was brought to use money as
its instrument.

Ma/-ry ‘The mother of Jesus; also Mary
the wife of Cleophas, Mary the sister of
Lazarus, Mary Magdalene.

Mo’-ses The grcab deliverer and law-giv-
er of Israel; died on Mt. Nebo. '

Naz’/-a-reth The home of Jesus, from
which He was called *Jesus of Nazareth,”
A town of several thousands, beautifully
situated among the hills in the south of
Gnl(ill‘ee and lying on a much-travelled trade
ToN

Po’-ter Son of Jonah and brother of
Andrew. The apostle of imﬁpulse and hope.
'11_“110 df.irsb to confess and the first to deny his

o

Phar/-i-sees Separatists. A Jewish sect
zealous for outward forms, but bigoted and
often of unholy lives,

Pub-li-cans A class of men hated by
the Jews because they had purchased from
the Romana the right to tax the inhdbitants
of Galilee or Judeea,

Rab’-bi Hebrew word meaning * teach-
er’ ; used as a title of respect.

8a-mar’/-i-tan An inhabitant of Samaria,
the province between Galilee and Judeea.
‘The Samaritans were half-pagan and half-
Jewish, and their cities had been much
under the influence of Greek and Roman
invaders. A rich and prosperous country,
but with an inferior class of people, who were
despised by the Jews. They accepted only
the Pentatench, and built a rival temple at
Gerizim,

Scribes A clasgof learned men, usually
belonging to the Pharvisees ; authorities on
the law.

Sinners A termuse¢.1contempt bythe
Pharisees of all who did not keep the Jew-
ish law according to their traditions and
grecepts‘ Often they were guilty of vices,

ub not always,

Son of Da’-vid A title of the Messiah,
who was to be a direet descendant in the
royal line of David. No one ever denied
during the life-time of Jesus, that our Lord
had David as His ancestor.

Son of man The favorite title used by .
Jesus of Himself to denote that He was the
Head of the Kingdom of Humanity.

Zaccheeus A rich publican of Jericho
who gave up his former evil life to become a
disciple of Jesus,
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Lesson V.

THE UNJUST STEWARD

November 4, 1900

Luko 16: 1-13, Commit to memory vs. 10-12, Read Luke 16 1-18.

1 And he said unto his disciples, There was a cer-
tain rich man, which had asteward; and the same
was accused unto him that he 1 hed wasted his goods.

2 And he called him, and said unto him, 3 How is
itthat I hear this of thee? sgive an account of th
stewardship ; for thou >mayest be no longer steward,

38 5 Then the steward said within himself, What shall
Ido? 6 for my lord taketh away from me the steward-
ship: 17 cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed.

4 I am resolved what to do, that, when Iam putout
of the stewardship, they may receive me into their

ouses,

5 880 he called every one of his lord’s debtors unfo
him, and said ¢unto the first, How much owest thou
unto my lord 7

6 And he said, An hundred measures of ofl. And
he s«id unto him, Take thy 10bill, and sit down
quickly, and write ffty.

7 Then said he to another, And how much owest
thou? And he said, An hundred measures of wheat.
}1 And he said unto him, Take thy 10 bill, and twrite

ourscore.

8 And 12the lord commended the 13 unjust staward
because he had done wisely: for the 1% children of
this world are 15in their generation wiser than the
16 children of light.

9 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends
170f the mammon of unrighteousness; that, when
18ye fall, they way recelve you into 12everlasting
habitations,

10 He that is faithful in 20that which is least i3
faithful also in much: and he that*is 13unjust in
20 the least is 13unjust also in much,

11 If therefore ye have not been fafthful in the un-
righteous mammon, who will commit to your trust
the true riches? .

12 And if ye have not been faithful in that which
is 31 another man's, who 32 shall give you that which
is your own?

18 No servant can serve two masters: for either he
will hate the one, and love the other : or ejse he will
hold to 22the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot
serve Goad and mammon.

Revised Version—1 Was wasting ; 3 What is this that I hear? 8 Render the account; 4 Canst; 5And;
6 Seefug that; T Have not strength to; 8 And calling to him each; 9 He said to the first; 10 Bond ; Margin,

Greek, writings; 1t B

saith ; 12 His; 13 Yurighteous; 148ons; 15For their own;

16Sons of the light ; 11 By

e H
means of ; t81t shall; 19 The eternal tabernacles; 20 A very little; 2t Another's; 22 Will ; 23 Omit the,

GOLDEN TEXT TIME AND PLACE LESSON PLAN
‘Yo cannot_serve God and mam- A continuation of the discoarse | I. The Stewaxrd’s Conduct, 1-8.
mon, Luke18: 18, of the Iast Lessons. Tne winterof |  Having wasted his lord’s goods
pamrmeaoms | f D WG e, e (el | and beet calld toacoount forl
M~Luke 16:113, The Unjust | the Jordan from Jerucnlom. agoﬁ&ﬁis {rlenas emg;&himself

Steward,
T.—Gen. 32 b 620, Prudence of

Jacob,
W.—Psalm 15.  Firm standing.
Th.~Dan, 6:1-10. Faithful ser-

vice,
F.~Prov. 2l:1-12, Better than
sacrifice,
S—Col, 3:1625, As to the Lo
S.—Matt, 25: 14-30. Reward

CATECHISM
Q. 48 What arc 1we specially
taught by these words Ibq{ore me] in
the first commandment
A. These words [beforeme] in the
first commandr.2nt teach us, That
God, who seeth all things, taketh
notice of, and Is much displeased
\letl;), the sin of having any other
od.

©  EXPOS;

XI. Its Lessons, 9-13,

That we should make such use
of the things of this world as will
be to our advantage in the world
beyond, and that we should be
faithful fo our trine Master,

LESSON EYMNS
215; ﬂgsgi’!. Sel.); 427; 583;

faithfulness,
connectiJgA:&&—T 1é?a

15th chapter are brimful of the gospel mes-
sage. These in the 16th chapter illistrate

i deonsh bt

proper use of the things of this werld.
to be observed that, whilst He has a deep
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fellow-feeling for the poor, He does not de-
nounce the rich, nor does the evangelist
Luke. Tho unity of the chapter is the
thought of the responsibilities of wealth.
Its parables are peculiar to Luke.

1. The Steward’s Conduot, 1-8.

V. 1. Also; connecting it with the foregoing
as a part of Christ’s teaching. Disciples.
Not merely the Twelve, but the large num-
ber of His followers, some of whom were
probably rich. A4 certain rich man. A part
of the figure of the parable. It is uselessto
ask who he was. A steward; one who had
charge of his property. In Palestine, riches
consisted chiefly of lands and herds of cattle
or flocks of sheep. The steward would let
the land to small farmers and would have
full power to act as he chose. Often a
a steward was a superior slave, but probably
nothere. Was accused unto him. The charge
was true, though the idea is conveyed that
theaccusation was made behind thesteward’s
back. That he had wasted. * Whether by
fraud or extravagant living is not indicated.
The one is apt to lead to the other.”

V.2. How is it? ‘What is this that I
heard ?”? (Rev. Ver.); the sharp, stern
question of one who had made up his mind.
Give an uccount; on the account of money
gpent and &l1 the bills and documents which
are to be now passed over into other.hands.
No longer steward. The master had examined
the charges and discovered the dishonesty.
The steward had been weighed in the bal-
ance and found wanting.

V. 3. Said within himself, what shall I do?
There isno sign of true sorrow or repentance.
We see the sharper trying to make the best
of a fate that he must have expected svoner
orlater. Takcth away. Itis not gone until
the account has been rendered and so he has
time to make some provision. I hare not
strevgih to dig {Rev. Ver.).  Asaland steward
he would not have a trade; and now that
he is about to be cjected from his post of
trust, the only work he thinks of is that of
a day-laborer, To beg I am ashamed. Tt
would be a severe blow to his pride for the
former steward to stoop to begging.

V. 4. Iam resolved what to do.  The only
thing open for him is to fall back on the
help of his friends, and so he must get ag
many as possible.  They may receiveme. The
steward is thinking aloud and has in mind
people whom we dd not meet till the nex.
verse. He will find refuge with them, even
if it be but teniporarily.

V.5. Del...3; the men who rented the

land and paid for it in kind. The steward
would have given each & memorandum—and
perhaps his account was kept partly in his
own head, so that he could change itat will,
and when they showed their bills to the
next steward, none would be the wiser,
How much owest thou # Perhaps just an un-
necessary question such as one often opens
a conversation with, Or he may have
wished to impress on them what they owed
to him,
. V.6. An hundred measures of oil. The
“Path?” was a lignid measure of about 83
gallons. Probably 100 measures of oil would
be worth nearly $450. St down quickly.
His master is justly angry. The case is
urgent ; there is no time tc be lost.  TPrite
down fifty. Hebrew numerals were letters
of the alphabet, and a very slight change
would turn 100 into 50 or S0.

V. 7. An hundred measures of wheat. The
“ homer” was a Hebrew measure equal to
about 10 of our bushels. The value of ‘““an
hundred measures’ of wheat would be
between $500 and $§600. Olive oil and wheat
were the two great commodities of Palestine.

V. 8. His Lord commended (Rev. Ver.).
He may have said with a bitter smile—
“YWhat a clever knave 1’ Not that he gave
Lkim high praise as a man. Wisely ; pru-
dently for himself, cleverly. JFor. Jesus
now proceeds to apply the parable. The
children of this world is the Hebrew way of
saying ¢ worldly people,” people to whom
this world and its concernsare theall in all,
Wiser. They have more of worldly pru-
dence. Qur Lord does not commend the
unjust steward for his iniquity, but points
out how shrewdly he cared for his own
interests. The children of light; those who
belong to the eternal kingdom of light, in
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whose souls shines the light of God’s Spirit.

II. Lessons from the Steward’s Conduct,
9-13.

V.9. I say unto you. Jesus wishes to
bring out clearly and. emphatically the
lesson of the parable. Make . . . friends of ;
Rev. Ver. “by means of.” Mammon; an
old Syrian word denoting money. Then it
came to mean the god of money, *the
demon of capital.” Of unrighlcousness; so
called because so often gained unrighteously
or because it tempts to unrighteousness in the
using of it.  When it shall fail. Riches often
take wings ; and then, at any rate, they can-
not be carried beyond the grave. They ; the
friends you have made by means of your
use of riches. [Ewverlasting habitations; the

“many mansions” (John 14: 1) where
God dwells. The thought is that the use of
our money for God’s poor and God’s work
will have its recompense. There is no
encouragement here for the counterfeit phil-
anthrophy which makes money unright~
eously in order to have wherewith to do
charitable deeds. (Bruce.)

V. 10. Hethatis faithful. Our Lord adds
a lesson on faithfulness, lest any should
dream that He wag commending the unjust
steward’s selfishness and roguery. -

steward, v\/1. Eliezer (Gen. 15: 2), in the
household of Abrabam, and Joseph (Gen.
39: 4), in the house of Potiphar, held the
position of steward. They are examples of
faithfulness to the interests of their masters.
If we cannot all be rich or great, we canat
least be faithful.

The same was accused unio him, v. 1. Ibis
not possible to avoid being accused of wrong-
doing. Sometimes accusations are brought
against us through malice. Such was the
case with the three Hebrew children (Dan.
3, who refused to worship the golden image ;
and with Daniel, when he knelt and prayed
to his God in defiance of the king’s procla-
mation. (Dan. 6.) It is well for us, if
when others accuse us, our consciences tell

LY
D e
cerfainy rich man, which a

us that we are free from guilt, With the

V.11. The unrighteous mammon. Jesus
regarded money as one of the least blessings
of life, but not to be despised. It isa trust,
and though there is great danger of its pro-
ducing unrighteousness, it may be so used
as to prepare the possessor for higher privi-
leges. Who will commit? Of course only
God can. The trueriches,; the riches of the
eternal kingdorm,

V. 12. That which is another man’s. As
children of light, we have noshare in or true
possession of riches, which belong to this
dying and passing world.  That wlich i3 your
own; true life in the eternal kingdom of
light. Thelesson isthat worldly possessions,
whilst of little value in themselves, are given
to test our worth. To use them aright is to
give proof of a character befitting higher re-
sponsibilities. .

V. 13. No servant; domesticslave. Serve,
belong to and do the bidding, as a slave
must. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
Each demands absolute ownership. This
mammon, which is personified wealth, is a
hard taskmaster. The love of money is a
root of all kinds of evil. ¢ No vice is more
exacting than avarice.” So, unless the rich
man is the “slave’ of God, his money will

be his god whom he will worshipyand serve.,
JTION ! W

approvi od and conscience, we may
patiently endure the worst that our enemies
can say of us.

Give an account of thy stewardship, v. 2.
This is what everyone ought to be prepared
to do who has charge of money or property
belonging to other people. The honest and
faithful steward will welcome investigation
of all his transactions. He will not be afraid
to let the light of day shine upon every item
of his expenditure. This man knew that he
had been wasteful and therefore he took the
demand for an account as equal to a dismis-
sal.  He knew well that no employer wounld
retin & wasteful steward in his service.

I cannot dig, v. 3. Those who *cannot
dig” never accomplish very much in this
world of ours. The farmer who is not will-
ing to dig will never sce the clear, cool
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weater springing up to slake the thirst of his
cattle. The student who will not dig, needs
not hope to make his own the rich treasures
which lie hidden beneath the surface of the
best books. Unless Sabbath School teachers
and schelars are ready to dig, they will not
find the best things in the Bible. We do

, ot get much that is worth having, and we
“fiever get the things most worth having,

, without hard work. Itisa great nnsforbune
nus to be able to dig. In the case of this
steward it led to dishonesty.

I am resolved what to do, v. 4. This man
acted promptly. There was no dilly-dally-
ing in providing for his future interests. He
had practically been dismissed and was now
¢ working his warning ; ” and he made the
best use of his opportunities. He did not
allow ‘‘ the native hue of resolution’ to be-
come ‘ sicklied o’er with the pale cast of
thought.” Qur success in the affairs of this
life will often depend on our acting with like
prommtness.

“There iga tide in the affairs of men,

Which, taken at the flood, leads on to for-
tune ;

Omitted, all the voyage of their lives

Is bound in shallows and in miseries.”

Still more important is promptness in ac-
cepting the invitation of the gospel. There
isonly one opportunity of obtaining salva-
tion which is really ours and that is the
present opportunity. All past opportunities
are gone forever and future opportunities
have not yet come. The present alone is
ours, XLet us promptly avail ourselves of
the opportunity it brings.

And his lord commended the unjust steward,
because he had done wisely ; for the children of
this world are in their generation wiser than the
children of light, v. 8. Having resolved upon
his end, the discredited steward employed
the best means for reaching that end. Itis
true that these means were dishonest, but
they were admirably adapted to hispurpose:
He made it worth the while of hisemployer's
debtors to assist him.  He laid them under
obligation to give him something as hush
money to cover up the dishonest transaction

benefit. And it is not because of his dis-
dishonesty but on account of his practical
wisdom that the steward is held up as an
example to the children of light. They
ought to show the same wisdom in using the
best means to further their spiritual growth
which he displayed in advancing his worldly
interests. If we believe that the services of
God’s house, the choice of good companions,
the reading of good books, the selection of a
worthy partner in trade, will help usspiritu-
ally, we cannot afford to be careless about
these things.

And I say unie you, make to yourselves friends
by means of the mammon of unrighleousness;
that when it shall fuil, they may receive you info
the eternal tabernacles, v. 9-(Rev. Ver.).
Money has been defined as *‘something
which will purchase for us everything
except happiness, and take us everywhere
excepttoheaven.” It istrue that we cannot
carry money, as such, with us into the other
world. A Spanish proverb expresses this
truth with grim realism by eaying: “A
shroud has no pockets.”” But while money
cannot purchase for us an entrance into
heaven, tho way in which we use money
will have its effect upon our reception and
condition in heaven. True, it is only by
the unmetited grace and favor of God that
we shall be admitted within heaven’s portals.
We cannot buy our way in; but, as our
Lord reveals in his picture of the last judg-
ment (Matf. 25), our use of present oppor-
tunities and possessions plays its part in the
final awards,

He that is faithful in that which is least is

faitiful also in muck ; and he that is unjust in

the least i3 wnjust also in much, v. 10. It
must not be imagined that the lesson of
wisdom in the use of money is intended
only for those who have a great deal of it.
The right use of a little, if we have on]x(a P
little, will count for as much in heaven“as
if we had a larger amount. We shall be
held accountable for what we have and not
for what we lack.

Our Lord here lays down a principle
which it i8 specially important that the

from which they, as well as he, received | yourg people should take to heart. Faith-



.~

1600]

The Unjust Steward

411

fulness is the highway to promotion. The
trusty office boy is put into the warehouse.
The faithful clerk becomes a partner.
Generals are made of captains who are true
to their duty.

Ye connot serve God and mammon, v. 13,
But every man will serve either God or
mammon. God wrote on the table of stone

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

Do the right and you may dare the devil.

v. L
he day of reckoning is often slow of com-

ing; but it.comes. V. 2.

Would that men were as prompt to do
well as this man was to do evil. v. 4.

It is easv to be generous with what
belongs to other people. v. 6.

There igsomething to be commended even
in the worst of men. v. 9.

Though money must perish, we may ex-
change it for something which will endure.
v. 9

A straw shows which way the wind blows.
v. 10,

Everything we have is given to us in
trust to be used for God. v. 1L

Being a good servant is the best training
for being a good master. v. 12.

Our choice of a master determines our
destiny for eternity. v. 13.

Two farmers planted a field of potatoes in
the spring.  One was a godly man and kept
the Sabbath. The other mocked at religion
and worked on the Sabbath as if it werea
week-day. 'When the autumn came, the
man who worked on Sabbath had a good
crop, while his Sabbath-keeping mneighbor
had 2 poor one. The godless man taunted
the other with the uselessness of serving
God. The quiet reply was: *“God does not
close His accounts on the first of October.”
®,may deceive ourselves into thinking that
God does not see usand that He willnot call
us to give an account. But one day our
eyes will be opened and we shall see our
mistake. Alag! that it shonld be too late.

—"——-“

at Sinai, “Thou shalt have no other gods
before me (Exod. 20: 3), knowing that
Ierael would worship false gods if they did
not worship the true God. Joshua said to
his people, *“Choose ye this day whom ye
will serve,” (Josh. 24: 13), being sure that
they would serve either the living God or
idols. Some master every man musthave,

¢ While Count endoff “was still a lad
at school, he united his companions in
guild, which he called, ¢ The Order of the
Grain of Mustard Seed,’ and of which the
badge was a ring, with the motto, ‘No man
liveth unto himself.’ It was very little of
course, that these boys could do to help
others. But they planted a seed and the
seedling grew into the great Moravian Mis-
sionary Brotherhood, whose branches extend
throughout the world.”

There are two kinds of riches, the transient
and the true. The former is the least, the
latter is the greatest.
given to show us the true riches. 'We should
place the highest value on the Book of
books. The “Book of Heaven?” scemed
worth a tramp of two hundred and eighty
miles to an Indian of our far North West.
By no fault of his own he found that bhis
Rible had been left behind as he arrived at
home after a long journey. Saying little, he
packed up a few cooked rabbits for his sus-
tenance, and set out on snow shoes on the
backward trail throngh the forest. Making
seventy miles the first day, and seventy the
second, he regained his Bible at the camp
where it had been left. He travelled back
happy, because, even by so long and rough a
journey, he had secured what he so much
valued. His Bible was worth to him at least
that amount of self-denial. It may not be
needful for us to make long journeys or
undergo hardships to obtain the Bible, We
cannot in such ways show how much we
value it. But the measure of our esteem
will be seen in the use we make of it. * This
book should be the constant companion of

our daily lives to Jead us into the possession

of the frue riches,

The Bible has been

YITIR .2

¢
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It is said that, in a certain African tribe,
whenaslave is set free, he at once sells him-
self to another master.  IIe does not wish to
be free, with the duties and responsibilitics
which freedom brings. It is a fact that
every man does serve some master. His
choice is not between 2 master and no
master, but between one master and another.
If we do not serve God we are sure to serve

mammon,

Fire, says the proverb, is o good servant,
but a bad master. Su is mammon. As g
servant, riches way minister to every gou,
temporal and spiritual, to comfort the sick,
to soothe the afflicted, to help the poor, to
spread the gospell' As master, fire itsel
cannot burn the heart as riches destroy and
torment the soul.—Pcloubet.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

Thi A lesson in wisdom.

Tt nfay be well o to announce at the very
outset, for the scholars have been reading it
over and have been puzzling themselves as

to how our Lord could commend such a .

bare-faced rogue as the unjust steward.

Take as the first point—

1. A lesson from a crafty man.

This will cover the first 3 verses. Dwell
for & moment on the word “also,” v. 1. It
will bring up all the October lessons. Ask
for the topics and the Golden Texts. The
connection with the present lesson will
readily appear. Although spoken to “ the
digciples " (v. 1), the parable would be over-
heard by the Pharisees and publicans, many
of whom were rich.

The “ steward’s” office and his opportun-
ities for fraud and waste will prove an inter-
ésting topic. Then the tragic moment of
accusation and calling to account of
vs. 1, 2 should be brought out vividly.

The chief interest will, however, tarn
upon the steward’s craft. How does he

pointis, he did well to make friends for him-
self ; and so shall we.  Gud’s people should
be at least as wise as the people of this-
world.

Then follows naturally the second point.

2. 4 lesson in thrift and foresight. This
embraces the remaining verses. Thrift
means “ economical management in the use
of property "’—to make the most of things.
‘The lesson here, as the teacher will make
clear, is (v. 9) =o to use and spend this
world’s possessions that they make friends
for us in the world beyond. It will be well
to guard against the doctrine of salvation by
works (See Eph. 2: 8-10). Thrift and fore-
sight are further shown (vs. 11, 12) in the
faithful discharge of lesser respensibilities,
as a reward for which larger responsibilities
are bestowed. He is truly shrewd in the
spiritual sphere who sees the necessity|
(v. 13) for a clear-cut choige,of God fi ,(
only, and always. i J

Questiong for Juni Whatvthree pan-
ables recorded in chap. 152 What story
here told? What is a steward? Of, wha

o

iy,

\]J/U

extricate himself from the ¢ tight place’
into which his wrong-doings had brought

was this steward accused? How is h
him? No strength to dig, ashamed to beg,

regarded? (2 Cor. 8: 21; 1 Thess. 4 :\IX
2-4, What account was demanded? For

he has both strength and face still to plot
and cheat. The teacher will make plain to
the scholars the odious process of “cook-
ing ” the accounts of the debtors, who, of
course, would have to pay blackmail.

Now comes the surprise, the commenda-
tion of this ill-doer (v. 8). Let two things
be pointed out (1) That the ¢““lord” is not
the Tord Jesus, but the steward’s master,
the ‘“‘rich man” of v. 1; and (2) that it
is his prudence and foresight which are
commended, not his dishonesty. The

what reason? In what condition did the
steward find himsel{ ?

5-7. Whom did he call? What did he
ask him? What answer given? How
much is a measure of o0il? Of wheat?
What was the first debtor bidden to do?
What was to be gained by this? - What
about the second debtor?

8, 9.\What is the lesson drawn from the
steward’s conduct? What is the meaning
of “mammon”? Wha follow after it?
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10-12. Whoiscommended? How is faith-
fulness shown? (Matb. 24 : 45; 2Cor. 4: 2.)
How are the unfaithful treated ?

13. What statement made by Christ?
Upon whom should ovr affection be set?
(Deut. 6: 5; Mark 12: 30.) Opon what?
(Ps.19: 8-10; 26: 8; Rom. 12: 10; Col. 3:
12, 13.)

For Seniors—1. With what had the steward
been entrusted? How had he fulfilled his
trust? What has God given to all? What
must be rendered? For what? (Rev. 20:
13; Matt. 12: 36 ; 1 Cor. 4: 5.)

2-4. What resolution made by the steward ? 3

For what purpose?
5-7. How did the steward hope to gain the
favor of the debtors ? Why did he wish it?
8,9. Contrast the ‘children of this
world ™ with the *children of light.”
10-12. What should lead to faithfulness ?
(1 Cor. 9: 25.) ‘

POR TEACHERS OF

Connection—Jesus told a parable about
sinful people returning to God and being
forgiven and welcomed back. Let the child-
ren tell you the story of the Prodigal Son.
Have them tell also the parables of the Lost
Sheep and the Lost Coin.

Introduction—Tell the children about the
instinct God has given to thesquirrels, bees,
ele.—the instinct of prudence, so that they
gather up in the summer provisions to keep

13. How are we to use our worldly posses-
sions? What sacred trusts have been given
to all? What will be required from ali?
Whe should have the first place in our affec-
tions? (Matt. 10: 37 ; Luke 14: 26.) What
kind of service does God require? (Eph. 6:
5,6; 1Chr. 28 :9; Ps. 119 : 69;2Tim. 1:3.)

Bible Side Lights—A StEwarRpD—Gen. 15
2;43:19; 1Kings16:9; Luke 12:42; 1{
Cor. 4: 2.

GIvE AN Account—Matt. 18:3; Acts19:
40; Heb. 13:7; 2 Pet. 4 : 5.

CriLpreN or THis WorLp—1 Sam. 26:19 ;
1 Xings 8:39; Ps. 90: 3.

CHiLpREN oF Lienr—John 12: 36; Eph.
5:8; 1 Thess. 5: 5.

ManmoNn—Matt. 6:24; John 12:31; 14:

Topics for Brief Papers

(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)

1. The steward—wherein he was to be
blamed, and wherein to be praised.

2. baithful in little, faithful in much.

3. God and Mammon—Why,.we cgnnot
serve both.

THE LITTLE ONES
them alive during the long, cold/winter.

ahead and prepare for the future—especially
for the future life. Little children—who
are so much bigger than the bees and squir-
rels—are not too little to be prudent.
Lesson—Jesus tells a parable about a man.
He is called ‘‘The Unjust Steward.” He
was a very prudent man and was determined
to provide for his future welfare in this
worid. He was a servant
who had charge of all his

CHOOSE
¢

JESUS .. SATAN

master’s money, and he
used his master’s money in
an unjust way to make
friends for himself for the
time when he would need
friends. (Tell the story in
a simple way.)

It was not right for him
to use his master’s money;
but Jesus said we should
copy his prudence, looking
ahcadatthe future. Weare
net going to live always in
thisworld. Weshould use

money (the “mammon ’’),

|

God. likes people to be prudent—to Io:)Z

VG

/

(™7

e
%
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which really all belongs to God, in
helping our fellow-creatures, making friends
of them and pleasing God, who will receive
us into ‘‘ everlasting habitations.”’

Tell some of the best ways to use money,
time, and talents, Jesus said, if we arc
faithful servants with the little we have,
God will give us more; but if we are un-

_ faithful, God will not trust us with more.

Choice—Little Fred Wells was puzzled
what to do. Uncle Jack came in from the
country and wanted to take Fred home with
him for a visit. Uncle Will came from the
Jake and wanted Fred to go home with him.
Fred could not go with both. He had to
choose which he liked best.

From some such simple illustration make
the children understand the meaning of
¢ choice.”

Golden Text—Here are two masters—
“Jesus”? and ““Satan (or God and Mam-
mon). Both want the little boys and girls.
Jesus gays ‘‘Suffer the little children to

como unto me.”  We miust choose which we
will follow, which shall be our Master,
Teach verse 13.

This Book (show Bible) tells us about
both of these masters. They are so unlike,
Contrast Jesus and Satan. Tell some of the
characteristics of each—of the loving, tender,
helpful Saviour, the wily, devouring Satan,
Describe the kind of service Jesus wants and
the reward. “If any man serve me, him
will my Father honor.” ¢ Well done goud
and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy
of thy Lord.”

Picture the evil works of Satan and his
followers. ‘‘The wages of sin is death.”

Practical Thought—Shall we not take Jesus
for our Master ?

Repeat or sing— .

Christ is our own Master,
He is good and true,

And His little children
Must be holy too.

Hymn 529, Book of Praise.

BLACKBOARD REVIBW

Your CHOICE

1\

MAMMON—Ga Now ; Loss FOREVER -
G‘OD———-—GAIN Now; G:AIN FoRrREVER

\\%

re seems to bea curious fascination for children in the little game of holding some-

thi

each closed hand and then crying—¢ Which will you have?”

Let the review of

Nis Jesson be o question of—¢ Your choice.” Begin with a clean board, and as the school
is still expectant, write or print the words. It is a dull and careless scholar indeed, that
“will'not be set athinking. The classes will readily tell you of the choice our Lord offers
—between “God” and ““Mammon.” The words should be put upon the board, each
with a dash after it, which will excite still further expectation. The appeal is to prudence
and foresight. Which ir . e better choice? Proceed word by word as indicated, showing
where the balance lies and quoting such a passage as Matt. 16: 26.  Show how poor the
godless rich really are, and how rich the godly, whether possessed of much or little of this
world's goods—Scripture abounds in illustrations.  Then, in closing, narrow down the
choice, as Jesus does ; it lics between these two, God and Mammon. It cannot be both.
It can be none else.
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Lesson VI

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS

November 11, 10

Luke 16: 19-31. Committo memory vs. 18-22. Read Luke 16: 19~17: 10.

01There was & certain rich man, 2which was
cIZ)thed {n purple and fine linen, 3ané fared sumptu-
ously every day: ) ,

20 And 4there wis o certain beggor named Laz'arus,
swhich was Iaid at his gate, full of sores,

91 And desiring to be fed with the orumbs which
fell from_the rich man’s table: 6moreover, the dogs
came and licked his sores.

22 And it come to pass, that the bepgar died, and
1was carried by the angels into Ab'raham’s bosom :
athe rich man also died, and was buried ;

93" And in 9 hell he wlift up his eves, being in tor-
ments, and seeth Ab'mbam afar off, and Laz'oarus in
his bosom. '

24 And he cried and safd, Father Ab‘raham, have
mercy on me, and send Laz'arug, that he may dip the
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for
1 am 1 tormented in this flame.

thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, 12and like-
wise Laz'arus evil things: but now 13he is comforted,
and thou art 1 tormented.

26 And beside all this, between us and you there i3
o grent gulf fixed : 1450 that they which would pass
from hence to you 15cannot ; neither can they pass
to us, that would come from thence.

27 ¢ Then he said, I pray thee thereloile. father, that
thou wouldest send him to my father's house :

28 Tor I have flve brethren; that he may testify
a)nto tt;em, lest they also cowe into this place of

rment.

29 17 Ab'raham suith 18unto him, They have Mo'ses
and the é)rophet.s ; let them hear them, X

30 And he gald, Noy, father Av'raham; bus if orie
19 went unto them from the dead, they will rcpent.

81 And he said unto him, If they hear not Mo'ses
and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded,

25 But Ab'raham said, Son, remember that thou in

20 though one rose from the dead. .

Revised Version—1 Now there was: 2 And he; s Faring: 4 Omiét there was; 5 Omit which ; ¢ Yen, even;

1That he was carried away; §And; 9 Hades; 10Lifted; 11 In anguis1; 12And Lazarus

in like manner;

13 Here ; 4 Omit 50 ; 15 May not be able, and that none may cross over ‘rom thence to us; 16And; 17But;
18 Omit unto him ; 19 Go to ; 20 If one rise.

GOLDEN TEXT

Lay up for_yourselves treasuxres
inheaven. Matt, 8120,

DAILY READINGS
M.—Luke 16 : 19-31. The Rich Man
and Lazarus.

T.—Amos §: 1-8. Careless ease.
W.—Matt. 25 : 41-46. A bitter end.

Th.—Eccles, 8: 6-13. Burled and
forgotten.

F.—Psalm 17 : 7-15, The worldly
portion.

S.—Prov, 22 : 16-23. God’s care for
the poor.

8,~Jobn 14 : 17, Heavenly man-

sigps.
%nnbjgmaé

parable of last

TIME AND PLACE
The same as in the previous les-
sons of this Quarter.
CATECHISM

Q. 49. Which ig the second com-
mandment $

A. Thesecond commandment is,
Thou shalt not make unto thee
any graven image, or any likeness
of any thing that is in heaven
above, or that is in the carth be-
neath, or thatis in the water un-
der the earth : thou shalt not bow
down thyself to them, nor serve
them: for I the Lord thy God am
o jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children
unto the third and fourth genera-
tion of them that hate me; and

EXPOSITION

showing mercy unto thousands of
them that love me, and keep my
commandments.

LESSON PLAN

I. On This 8ide, 18-21.

The rich man in his splendid
surroundings and faring sumptu-
ously every-day; the beggar sick
and hungry at the rich man's gate,
the dogs his best friends.

II. On the Other 8ide, 22-31.

The beggarcarried by the angels
to the abode of the blessed: the
tich man in torment, and beyond
relief,

LESSON HYMNS

Book of Praise—1; 16; 81 (Ps.

Sel.) ; 420; 632; 163,

I. On This Side, 19-31.

Sabbath’s lesson showed how the right use
of wealth might make heaven more blessed.
(Luke 16 : 9.) This caused derision. among
the covetous Pharisees. (v. 14.) These, in
their exalted opinion of themselves, felt
sure that Christ’s warnings of future retri-
bution could not refer to them. Jesus
replies that their avarice and their lust were
condemned no less by the law in which
they prided themselves, than in the gospel
which He preached (vs. 15, 16); for the
gospel is but the fulfilment of the law. So
He now addresses to them this parable to
show what befell a rich man, who lived in
selfish indulgence and omitted to practise
the simple precepts of beneficence to-the
néedy, which the law, if he had only given
heed to it, would have taught him to be his
duty. Itslessons are solemn and startling.

V.19. A4 certain rich man; often called,
Dives—the Latin for ‘‘a rich man.” Itis
not likely that Jesus had any definite per-
son in view. Purple and fine linen. His
outer garments were made of rich textures
dyed purple. They were such as were - worn
only by princes and those in the highest
station. Fine lnen. His undergarments
were of ‘‘byssus, the fine linen of Egypt
(Gen. 41: 42; Esth. 8: 15; Prov. 31: 22;
Ezek. 27: 7; Rev. 18: 12), a robe of which
was worth its weight ingold.’”” (Camb. Bible.)
The description depicts the luxury in which
he lived. Compare our ““in silks and
satins.”  Fared sumptuously. The words im-
ply merriment as well as magnificence.
Fvery day; not occasionally, butas a matter
of course. He was a high liver.

V. 20. A certain beggar ; in strong contrast.
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Named Lazarng,; the only name in the par-
ables; probably chosen because a comnmon
name. Was laid at his gate. The word sig-
nifies ‘““a statoly portal,”” the beggar's
wretchedness made all the more conspicuous
thereby. The entrance to great houses was
and is a common tramping ground for
beggars in Eastern countries.

V.21, Full of sores; covered with
ulcers. Lazarus is supposed to have been a
leper; hence our words Inzaretto, lazar, ete.
Desiring to be fed with the crumbs. Could ab-
Ject poverty go further? Buven the dogs came.
Travellers speak of dogy and lepers waiting
together for the refuse. If their licking of
the gores gave torture, it was just one more
drop in the cup of misery ; if comfort, what
little comfort he had was from the dogs and
not from Dives. Note that in all this there
is not & hint of Lazarus murmuring against
the will of God.

II. On the Other Side, 22-31.

V. 22, Itcametopass. Time bringgearthly
experiences to an end.  Carried by the angels.
In Jewish thought and religion the angels
had an important place as conductors of the
dead to their future abodes.

‘‘ Tread softly, bow the head,
In reverent silence bow.

No bell doth toll

Yet an immortal soul
Is passing now.”

Abraham’s bosom ; the type of paradise,
where Abraham, the ¢ father of the faith-
ful”* was thought of as the host of a great
feast. Lazarus was an honored guest.
(John 13:18.) Therichman....wasburied ;
doubtless, with much pomp, but when the
sod covered him, that wasthe last of what he
could call “life.”  All that came after was
torment.

In kell; Rev. Ver. Hades. ‘“From the
Ol Testament point of view Hades means
simply the state of the dead, (compris-
ing, according to the current belicef, two
regions, n Paradise, for the rightecous and a
Gehenna, or hell, for the wicked). Thus
both the dead men would bein Hades. But
here Hades scems to signify hell, the place

of torment, and of course Lazarus is not
there, but in Paradise.”” (Expositer's Greek
Test.) Seeth Abraham afar off, elc. These
descriptions are figurative, and we cannot
draw any inference from them as to dis.
tances or means of communication in the
other world.

V. 24. Fuather Abraham. The Jew thought
it sufficient for salvation to have Abraham
as his father. (Luke 3:8; John 8: 33, 39.)
Send Lazarus. The positions are surely
changed, when the rich man has to ask alms
of-him who was once at his gate as a beggar,
The selfishness of the rich man comes out
even here. In life he had paid small heed
to Lazarus, and now he wishes him to leave
his happy abode to come and relieve his tor-
ments ; hig own ease still his one care.

V. 23. Son, remember. He addresses him
tenderly and as a Jew, who should therefore
see the reasopapleness of what he is about to
say. Inthy Zz_,f»tzme receivedst ; and Qdidst not
use them. Ail was kept for thyself and
thou didst ‘‘not make friends of the mam-
mon of unrighteousness.” (V. 9.) Zhy good
things ; what he desired and thought he had
a right to. Likewise Lazarus evil things. 1t
is not ¢t his evil things,” but simply ¢ the
evil things,”” not which he desired or de-
served (as one has shrewdly said), but his
own share and more, of the ills of life. Buw
now; °“the now of time and logic”’: the
reversal of lot in the state after death a hard
fact and equitable. He is comforted here,
who was in misery yonder on earth ; thou
art tormenled now, who hadst every earthly
delight.

V. 26. Besides all this. The rich man’s re-
quest was not only unreasonable; he was .
agking for the impossible. A great gulf
fized. ¢ The Rabbis conceived of the two
divisions of Hades as separated only by a
palm breadth or a finger breadth.” Accord-
ing to this parable death makes a separation
wide and final between the righteous and
the unrighteous. There is no transit either
way.

V. 27. I pray thee therefore. He does not
dispute the reasonableness of what Abraham

said, Send him to my father's house, If the
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geparation between the two regionsin Hades
is final, there may still, he thinks, bo pas-
sage between carth and Paradisc.

V. 28. Ihavefive brethren.  Either our Lord
would represent Dives as not so utterly bad
as to have lost all affection, or the detail is
added to bring out the further lesson of the
parable. Wherefore, *“ five” ? Itis simply
a natural and likely number in a family.
Tesdify unto them; tell them what he now
knows of the world beyond the grave.  Zest
they also come. They were sclfish and
worldly men, like Dives himself.

V. 29. They have Moses; the first five
books of the Bible, believed to have been
written by Moses, And the prophets; a
general name for the rest of the Old Testa-
ment, which wag the Jew’s Bible.  Let them

There was @ ¢
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fured sump-
tuously every day, v. 19. The picture of the
rich man is a companion to the picture
of the unjust steward of last Sabbath’s les-
gon. In that parable, Jesus showed what
good results may flow from a wise use of our
present possessions. In this he shows the evil
consequences which flow from not making
a wise use of such things. The rich man is
not held up as a warning because he was
rich, but because he used his wealth, not for
God or his fellow-creatures, but merely for
ease and self-indulgence. He was not con-
demned because he wore fine clothes and
lived well, but because he cared for such
things only and had no care for Lazarus and
others like him.

And there was a certatn beggar named
Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,
and desiring to be fed with the crumbs that fell
jrom the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs
came and licked his sores, ve. 20, 21. As the
rich man was not condemned for being rich,
neither was Lazarus rewarded because he
was poor. It is true that our Lord does not
say anything in so many words about his
character. This was not necessary for his
purpose. Whether Lazarus was good or
bad, the heartlessness and self-indulgence of
of the rich man were without excuse. Itis

hear them. There was sufficient light in the
0ld Testament to show the way to heaven.

V. 30. Nay, father Abrakam. The rich
man really ““‘implies that he has scarcely
had a fairchance. He had not had suflicient
warning.””  Went unlo them from the dead.
This is the familiar Jewish demand for a
sign. Dives after death is the same unright-
eous, selfish Jew, impenitent, and even feel-
ing that he has been wronged.

V. 31. If they hear not Moses and the pro-
phets.  The Jews are without excuse because
they have had sufficiont means of grace.
Though onerose from thedead. When, lateron,
the brother of Mary and Martha was actually
raised from the dead, instead of believing
and giving heed, the Jews actually sought
to put him to death again, (John 12: 10,)

D MWrmOATION
an rich muny~WHich was|not only deserving good people whom it is

our duty to help, but the undeserving and
evil ag well, if they need help. “ Manhood
and misery are enough to establish the right
to sympathy and succor.”” There may,
however, be a hint of character in the name
‘“‘Lazarus,” which means probably, ‘“God
ishelp ;" and asthis is the only namegiven
to a character in any of the parables, it seems
likely that Jesus intended to represent
Lazarus as one who trusted in God.

And it came’to pass, that the beggar died. ...
The rich man also died, and was buried, v. 22.
“QOne event, namely death, comes alike to
all ; and both of these men died. Butno
notice is taken of the beggar's burial. He
was hurried away, it may be roughly and
unfeelingly, by the city officials, to the
‘potter’s ficld’ of the time, in some such
spirit as that indicated in the words of
Hood’s Pauper's Funeral :

¢ Rattle his bones,

. Over the stones,
He’s only a pauper
‘Whomn nobody owns.’

‘¢ But the rich man had a funeral, ostenta-
tious probably, and expensive, and his body
may have been laid in a tomb massive as a
temple, and more costly than many a
palace.”—Dr. W. M. Taylor,
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Somebody has suggested that in putting
the death of Lazarus before that of the rich
man, our Lord points how the divine merey
often interposes to give the welcome relief of
death to the wretched and lengthens out the
day of grace for the impenitent.

And in hell he lifted up Ris eyes, being in tor-
ment, v. 23. The rich man suffered in the
other world, because in this world he had
employed his wealth, not for the good of
others, but merely to gratify himself. He
was like the lady of Hood's song who lived
in luxury, caring nothing for the ncedy
around her until in a dream she was brought
face to face with death and saw in vision the
many sufferers in this sorrowful world. She
spoke thus to herself:

¢ For the blind and the crippled were there,
And the babethat pined for bread ;

And the homeless man and the widow poor
Who begged to bury her dead,—

The naked alas! that T might have clad,
The famished I might have fed.

“Each plending look, that long ago
I scanned with a heedless eye,

Each face was gazing as plainly there,
As when I passed it by.

Woe, woe is me if the past should be
Thus present when I die!

“The wounds I might have healed,
‘Che human sorrow and smart,

And yet it was never in my soul
To play so ill a part.

But evil is wrought by want of thought
As well as want of heart.”

Son, remember hat thow in thy lifetime re-
ceivedest thy good things, and likewise L«jzarus

evil things; but now he is comforted, and thoy
art lormented, v. 25. “‘This may look ag
if it were & mere matter of equalization,
or of penalty, but it is more than that.
It's a question of being satisfied with what
one has in this life, or of looking for-
ward and upward to something better. A
man practically gets what he lives for. If
he wants his good things all in this life, he
has them here. If he plans for nothing be-
yond, he finds it, when at last he ig there,
But if he cares for the present only in its
promise and hope of the future, he attaing
to the object of his living when this life is
over. If aman does not realize the impor-
tance of his choice while he is having the
good things he has desired above all elge, he
will remember his folly when he looks back
ou it from the life that is to come.”’ —Trum-
ball.

And he said unio them, If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded, though onerose from the dead. . 31.
The request of the rich man that Lazarus
should be sent to his brethren, implied the
feeling on his part that he had not had a
fair chance himself. This feeling had no
foundation in fact. As a regular attendant
at the synagogue service he had doubtless
heard the books of Moses and the prophets
frequently read. And although these books
had little to say about the future life, they
had a great deal to say about caring for the
poor. If he had only lived up to the light
which he had, he would not have come to
the place of woe. None of us will ever
perish for lack of knowledge, but many will
be lost because they do not act upon their
knowledge.

AND PARAGRAPHS

The rich man red his body but
starved his soul. v. 19.. .

The body of Lazarus shared with the dogs
the crumbs from the rich man’s table; his
soul, all the while, feasted at God’s table.
v. 20,

The angels may take a great interest in a
man whom the world despises. v. 21.

As naturally as the apple falls by the law

of gravitation, the soul of the selfish man
finds its way to the place of torment. v. 22.

It is one thing to cry for water to quench
the eternal anguish ; it is another to long
for the purity of heaven. v. 23.

The symbol which Jesus used to stand for
tie punishment of the wicked was fire. The
reality must be terrible. v. 24.

The gulf between heaven and hell is made
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by the character of their inhabitants. v. 26.

It is only what one often sees, that those
who do not scek salvation for themselves
may be concerned about the salvation of
others, vs. 27, 28,

“Thig place of torment” is a dreadful
name. But & misuse of this present life is a
dreadful sin, and ** every sin deserveth God’s
wrath and curse, both in this life and that
which isto come.” v, 28.

No one with a Bible in his hand is with-
out sufficient light to shun hell and reach
heaven. v. 29,

They had ‘“ Mosesand the prophets.” We
have, in addition, Christ and His Apostles.
What possible excuse can we make? v, 29,

The blame for our failures to do right
lies not so much in our circumstances as
upon ourselves. v. 30.

‘So hard to convince are those who reject
the clear and ample guidance of God’s word,
that even one rising from the dead cannot
persuade them. v. 31.

Who is your neighbor? The man that
needs you is your neighbor. It may bethat
some child, widow, or famine sufferer in
India is your nearest neighbor, because just
now, for the sake of God’s Kingdom, he or
she needs you hore than even jour Sunday-
school class needs you. Xach one of us
marches up before our Master, as a servant,
to give an account how we have used our
tools, The best tools, the greatest treasure, the
most invaluable talent is what? My per-
sonal knowledge of Jesus Christ. Iam to
give an account before my Master for what
I did in this world with what I knew about
Him. Don’t doubtit . . . you and I know
Jesus, and know what H€E has been to uvs.
Shall we not tell it to them that are in
darkness? If your boy had just been recov-
eving from diphtheria because your doctor
knew of anti-toxin, and within twelve hours
after he gave it that labored breathing began
to be more easy, and that terrible phlegm
began to dry up and slough off, and he isall
right now out in the village yonder ; and you
know there is a man whose boy has diph-

theria and they are holding his poor feverish
hands, and he is gasping for breath as they
try to help him in the old way by calomel
and the fumes of sulphur, and you let him
suffer in the old way, and you permit his
father and mother, so anxiously watching
over him, to break their hearts in the samo
old way, and yet you know the new way to
treat the disease and you do not help! Just
think of it ! Picture it! Christian menand
women |—Dr. M. D. Babcock.

Two men, the one a pious, godly minister,
and the other a carcless and irreligious man,
were passengers on the same ship when a
greab storm came on. It scemed as if the
vessel must go to the bottom of the sea with
all on board. 1In his terror, the godless man
cried out, *Oh Doctor, we are going! We
arcgoing !’ ‘““Yes' was the solemn reply,
““we are going, but you and I are not going
to the same place.”” All men do not go to
the same place at the last. And the place
we shall go to is fixed by our character.

Near the old city of York in Englang,
many centuries ago, a great company were
gathered in a lofty hall. A stranger named
Paulinus desired to speak to them about
Christianity. An old earl rose and said :
“The life of man, O ! "ug, seems to me in
comparison with that which is hidden from
us, to be like the sparrow, who, in the
wintertime, ag you sit in your hall with your
thanes and attendants, warmed with the
fire thav is lighted in the midst, rapidly flies
through to seek shelter from the chilling
storms of rain and snow without. As he
fliesthrough, entering by one door and pass-
ing out by another, he has a brief escape’
from the storm, and enjoys a momentary
calm. Again he goes forth to another winter
and vanishes from your sight. Of what
went before it, or of what is to follow, we
know not. If, therefore, this new doctrine
bring us something more certain, in my
mind it is worthy of adoption.”” Jesus in
this parable hag lifted the veil from the -
future and shown us the two sides of the
great gulf. Who to-day will start toward
heaven and eternal safety and joy ?
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There is no ufieMdinmon desire than
“to have a goof time' § and nothing is
more commendable, if the ¢ good time” be
one of true enjoyment. But if it means just
to have everything one wants, no matter
who may be neglected, then, in the eyes of
our Lord and Master, it is o very serious
fault indeed.

Just what He thinks of such selfishness
and folly, the parable of the Rich Man and
Lazarus sets forth. It was addressed to the
Pharisces, ‘‘ who were covetous,” (v. 14)
aud who had “ derided Him,” becavse He
had hinted that such as they should have
no share in heaven's glory and bliss. (v. 9.)

The parable is one of contrasts.

1. The contrast between Dives and Laz-
arus in life, There are, as we may secc,
many details in vs. 21, 22 regarding the
clothing, and palaces, and habits of therich,
and the ways of dogs and beggars, that will
interest, especially the younger scholars.
Give these details sufficient time; but not
too much. The lesson is a long one. It
abounds in points. But let the study of the
details, whether full or brief, leave these two
pictures clear and distinct in the minds of
the scholars,—the rich man, who had every-
thing, and the poor man, who lacked every-
thing., It needs more insight than most of
us possess to perceive that the pauper is,
“in reality, the rich mar, and the rich man,
the pauper. But so it is.

2. The contrast in their burial. Dives
was Inid in his tomb with pomp and cere-
mony and praisc; Lazarus, the leper, was
-buried likea dog. Again, who would choose
to be Lazarus?

3. A third contrast—now with the curtain
lifted that hides the unseen from view—
Dives and Lazarus in the world beyond.
What o surprise! ILazarus in the very
bosom of the one that (according to the
Jew’snotion) is closest to God.  Wherefore?
Let us be carcful to understand that it was
not beeause he was poer and wretehed here,
but beeause in that wretched boudy there was
& pure soul. Dives, on the contrary, is in
torments, far away from Abraham and from

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

God ; and again, not beeause he was rich,
but because he made his riches the all in all
and forgot God and God’s poor.

4. A fourth cuntrast—between the changing
conditivns of earth and the fixed conditions
of the after life. Hungry or thirsty on earth,
Dives had but to suminon his servants and
his wants were supplied. Now not even
Abraham can help, if he would (v. 26) ; nor
may he, if he might, for justice forbids.
(v. 25.)

6. Afifth and final contrast - Dives in the
world beyond eager that his brethren migh,
be saved, and his brethren, with the Bible
in their hands, refusing to believe. What
more natural than to think: “Oh, if only
sume one that has been there were to come
back and tell us about the world beyond,
we would believe.””  As though Jesus has
not done this very thing; and as if all
through God's Holy World the world beyond
and the way thither are not ciearly dis-
played. ’

The lesson may end by its being shown
how ecach of the five contrasts named

enfurees the exhortationa vital one—of the
Golden Text. m
Questivns fur Junl RS

Pharisees received Christ's tgaching? (v.14.)
What was Jesus’ reply ? (v. 15.) What two
persous named in the parable? Iow con-
trasted ?

22. What happened each? Who cared
for the beggar when he died? What work
recorded of angels? (Matt. 24: 41; Mark
13:27; Heb. 1:14.) What is meant bere
by ¢ Abraham’s bosom ' ?

23, 24. What about the rich man beyond
the grave? Whom did he see? To whom
did he ery? What requests made? What
had Lazarus asked from the rich man on
carth? What does he now desire from
Lazarus? )

25, 26. How does Abraham address the
rich man? Why was his request refused?
What further rcason ? (v. 26.)

27, 28. What uther requests made ? Why ?

29. What answer given?

30, 31. What did the rich man say?
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What does Abraham answer? Did the
people believe when Lazarus came back
from “he dead ? Isthere any excuse for not
being prepared for Heaven? What cannot
vichesdo? (Jas, 1:11; 1 Pet. 1:18; Rev.
6:15-17.) What better than riches ? (Matt.
16: 19, 20.) What about the love of riches?
{1 Tim, 6:10.)

For Seniors—19-21. By what name is the
vich man known? Describe his everyday
life. In what did his sin consist? (Prov.
14:381; Ps. 41: 1; Job 20: 13.) Describe
the wretchedness of Lazarus,

22, State the contrast in the close of hife of
the two men. What meunt here by “in
Abraham’s bosom ™ 2 Which disciple hon-
ored by leaning on Jesus' bosom? (John
13:23.) Can one’s real character be judged
by outward circumstances? What did the
Psalmist say about the dwellings of the
wicked ? (Psa. 84:10.)

23, 24, What was the rich man’s condition
after death? To whom did he pray? Was
his prayer granted ?

25, 26. What contrast between Dives and

FOR TEACHERS OF

Connection—Recall the * choice' of last
lesson. Have we tried this week to serve
our Master? Do you remensber the prudent
servant who made friends for the future?
What did Jesus tell us about using money to
make friends for our future—to make a

Lazarus on earth? In the life beyond?
What is meant by the ‘“great gulf”’ ? What
was the Jewish notion as to the barrier be-
tween the good and the bad ?

27-29. Wherefore this anxiety for his
brethren?

80, 31. Whatplea made? FHow is it met?
What is meant by ¢ Moses and the pro-

rhets.” w}y

Bible Side Lights— A CerraiN Rreu Ma
Prev. 10: 15; 28: 11; Mic. 6: 12; Ma
19: 23, 24; Luke 12: 16 ; Jam. 1: 11, A

Fuwn oF Sores—Ps. 38: 11; 77: 2; Isa.
1:6; Rev.16: 2, 11.

TorMENTED~—Matt,. 8: 6; Ieb, 11: 37;
Matt. 18: 34 ; Rev. 14:10.

Moses anp THE Propuers -Ps. 103: 7;
Mal.2 ‘gl 143 Matt. 23: 2; Luke 24:27; Heb.
10: 28.

OnE FroM THE Deap—Matt. 14 : 2; Mark
9:10; Acts 26:23; Heb. 11 :19.

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)
1. ** Abraham’s bosom ** and how Lazgius /
A

came there.

2. The “great gulf.”

3. True riches. Q\M

AP I

warmer welcome for ourselves in heaven?

Lesson—We are going to\ hear another
story that Jesus told the greedy, hard-
hearted Pharisces, about two men, Dives
(explain why so called) and Lazarus.

Two pictures—Contrast the lives of the rich

man, Dives, and the poor
beggar, Lazarus. Describe

THE LITTLE ONES

EARTHS

afsORE

WE)
[y

MU\8T EA e

SEEK

HEAVEN'S

HEAVENLY TREASURES

the beautiful home, the
fine clothes, the rich fare
cnjoyed by Dives. Picture
the poor, sick beggar, Laz-
arus, carried by friends and
laid at Dives’ gate, that
Dives and his rich friends
might give him money or
food as they drove through
thegate. Dives washappys
quite satisfied with bis
weaith, Lazarus suffering
in his poverty. Perhaps
just such contrasts may be

known to the children
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They may bo familiar with scenes of poverty
and wealth, Make use of this knowledge
to impress the contrast.

Two Worlds—This earth where we live is
one world. The place where people go after
they die is another world. We have seen
how the selfish, rich man lived in this world
and how the poor man lived. Now we are
going to imagine wo are drawing aside a
curtain and taking a peep into the other
world. 'What do we see? Picture the scene
—the misery of Dives, Lazarus in company
with good old Abraham and all of the rest,
living in happiness and joy in the presence
of God.

Heavenly Treasure—Wealth and happiness
in this world do not secure happiness in the
other world. Dives had his *“good time”
bere and did not ‘‘lay up treasures in
heaven’ (Golden Text) ; did not secure one
of the “many mansions’ in heaven that
Jesus has prepared for those who love Him ;
did not do kind acts to be stored up in
God's Memory Treasure-House.

Poorj Lazarus patiently bore his troubles
in this world, setting his heart on the things

of the other world, and God gave him his
treasure and wealth there.

God is Just—\We must use our means and
time here for the good of others. There is
no chance to do it in the other world, if we
bave not done it here.

God will give us what is just and right,
If our thoughts have been of heavenly
things and our home secured there through
trust in our Saviour, we shall get thes
heavenly riches. If not, we shall be like
Dives in the other world, everything lost,
and in anguish forever.

God's Memory Treasure-House—Speak of a
miser’s treasure-room, with its bolts and
bars, its shelves, laden with bags marked
$i00, $500, etc. What good are they all
when he leaves this world?

All our good thoughts and acts are stored
up in God’s memory. -Here is one bag
labelled ‘“Mary Smith’s kindness to little
sick Nellie,” another, ¢ Willic Brown’s gift
to missions,” another, ‘‘Jenniec Grey's
obedience to mother,”” etc. These are all
“ Treasures in Heaven.”

BLAGCEBOARD REVIEW

\%xiere

Hereafter

;.7 -
~

WEALTH

ey

OVERTY

FACE

Seek to present to the eye, in the review, which has been taught through the car—

the contrasts and surprises of the hereafter.

The tender, sensitive hearts of children

should not, indeed, be crushed by dwelling unduly on death or the terrors of the lost.
We shall, however, be more tender than Jesus Himself if we are silent on these awful
subjects. In words that children must bave heard and which He meant that children, as
well as grown persons, should read, He referred to them, It is wholesome, not hurtful,
that even young children should realize the solemn fact of death and of the hereafter.
The point herc s, what a change the passing from this world into the next often brings
about. The words on the board show it clearly, as does the lesson—from wealth to woe,
on the one hand, and on the other, from poverty to peace. In other words, he who
makes wealth his only joy bere will have nought but woe hereafter, whilst he who accepts
God’s will in poverty and pain now, will enter into eternal peace when he dies.
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Lesson VII

THE TEN LEPERS CLEANSED

November 18, 1900

Luke 17: 11-19. Commit to memory vs, 17-10,

11 And it came to pasy, asthe went to Jorp':ﬁulem
that he 2 passed through the midst of Sumna'rin aud

Gal'ilee,

12 And as he entered into a certain village, there
met him ten men that were lepers, which stood

afar off

13 And they lifted up their volces, and sald, Je'sus,

Master, have mercy on us.
14 A

pass, ¢

d when he saw them, he said unto them, Go
shew lyourselves unto the priests. And it came to
at, as they went, they were cleansed,

15 And one¢ of them, when he saw that he was
healed, turned back 3and with o loud volee glorified

od,

16 And 1 {cll down on his face at his feet, giving him
thanks: and he was » Samar’itan.

17 And Je'sus answering said, & Were there not ten
cleansed ? but where are the nine?

18 6'There are not found thet returned to give glory
to God, save this stranger.

10 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy
faith hath made thee whole.

Revised Version—! They werc on the way: 2Was passing ; 3With a loud voice glorifying; ¢ He fell
upon his face ; & Were not the ten cleaused ? ¢ Were there none found?

GOLDEN TEXT
Be ye thankful. Col. 3: 15.

DAILY READINGS

M.~Luke 17:11-19.  The Ten Lep-
ers Cleansed.
T.~Lev. 14: 1-9. Cleansing the

leper.

W.—2 Kings 5: 814. Naaman
healed.

Th.—Matt. 8: 14. Cured by a
touch.

F.—~Psalm 86. Prayer for mercey,

8.—Luke 18: 914, Afar off.
§,—Psalm 30, 'ﬂ?mksgiving.
’

TIME AND PLACE

Probably A.D 30. Iiec had gone
to Bethany to raise Lazarus_ from
the dead {John 11: 1-46) and had
returned to the wilderness country
(vs.47-54). Heisagain journeying
slowly towards Jerusalem.
CATECHISM

Q. 50. What i required in the
second commandment £

A. The second commandment;
re%uireth thereceiving, observing,
and keeping pure and entire, all
such religioug worship and ordi-
nances as God hath appointed in
His word.

EXPOSITION

LESSON PLAN
I. Ton Healed, 11-14.

Lepers, who, erying to Jesus for

mercy, were bidden to go show
themselves to the priestsas already
cured, As they went, they became
well,

II. One Thankful, 15-18,

One only returns to g;ive thanks,
and he of the despised Samaritan
race. As a reward he receives o
new word of light and cheer.
LESSON HYMNS

34 (Ps. Sel.); 659; 43; 76, v5. 1, 2
(Ps. Sel.); 644; 607,

L i

Connecting 3Wween the last
lesson and this theré\are several sayings
recorded in Luke which are found in other
connections in Matthew and Mark. The
third evangelist is not here following an
exact order of time. Since chapter 9: 51
he has been giving us incidents in the life
of Jesus after He had set His face toward
Jerusalem, many of them oceurring in Judea
or Pereea, With this narrative we have the
beginning of the section that ends with
Gethsemaneand Calvary. We cannotassign
any precise period or place for the event of
this lesson.

X. Ten Healed, 11-14.

V. 11. Asthey were on the way to Jerusalem
{Rev. Ver.). When Jesus began to ‘“set His
face to goto Jerusalem? (See 9: 51), His
Galilean ministry was closed, but the last
struggle in the capital did not follow there-
upon at once. He went up to Jerusalem at
the Feast of Tabernacles in October (John
7); wasagain in the city about the middle
of December at the feast of Dedication (Jobn
10: 22); and then finally during the week
before His death. In the intervals between
these visits He journeyed through Judea,

Peraza, and perhaps even as far as the bor-
ders of Galilee. This incident may very
likely have been after the raising of Lazarus,
when He had to escape ‘‘into a city called
Ephraim,” in the country near the wilder-
ness. (John11: 54). XEphraim, north-east
of Jerusalem, would not be very far from
where the boundary of Samaria and Galilee
reaches the Jordan, Through the midst of
Samaria and Galilee. Rather, between Sa-
maria and Galilee, that is, along the borders
of the two countries. He had left Galilee.
He very seldom went through Samarin
(John 4: 4). He was now going in 8 south-
casterly direction between the two provinces,
This accounts for what happened.

V. 12. As he endered into a cerlain village.
Lepers were not allowed within the Jarger
walled cities, but in villages there was
greater freedom given them. ZTen men that
were lepers. A large mumber. Lepers were
found much more frequently on the border-
land between Galilea and Samaria than in
any other part of Palestine ; and this con-
tinuesso until this day. Of these, nine were
Jews, and one a Samaritan. Though there
wee much hostility between Jews and Sa-
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maritans, & common misery broke down the
barriers, and as lepers they forgot their
differences. It is in the leper-houses alone
that Jews and Mahometans will live together
at Jerusalem to-day. Whick stovd afar of';
for so the law reguired (Lev. 13: 45, 46).
Part of the horror of the disease was the
isolation it caused. Poor outeasts for whom
nothing was done, it was & surprise when
Jesus touched one and was not alarmed at
becoming unclean. (Luke §: 12-14.)

V. 13. They Ufted up their voices. It is not
uncommon for travellers in Palestine still to
encounter lepers by the roadside clamoring
for alms. There was more than an asking
for alms here and the cry of woe always
touched the heart of Jesus. He counld never
pass without giving heed to it.  Jesus, Master.
His fame had gone through the whole
country, and they knew Him as a great
teacher ; but not as one of their own rabbis,
else they would not have cried for mercy.
Have mercy on us. No higher tribute can be
paid to anyvone than that the offlicted and
needy appeal to Him in their distress.

V. 14. When He saw them. A vivid detail
as of an eyec-witness who remembers how
Jesus suddenly turned at their piteous cry
and caught sight of them. At once the
answer is given. Go show yourselves. An
act of faith is required of them. Of course
they had already shown a measure of faita
in crying to Him. Butit wasamuch higher
act of obedience to go to the priest even
before He touched them or before they saw
themselves healed.  Tnto the priests. They
had to show themselves to the priests be-
cause, according to the law, they were the
only persons who could pronounce them
clean. (Luke §: 14; Lev. 14:2.)) Jesus
did not break the lIaw. He was careful that
all precepts given by divine appointment for
public guod should be observed. The Jews
would go to their priests ; i.e., to those nearest
them. Multitudes of priests lived in the
country and only came to Jerusalem to
temple service at particular seasons. (Luke
1:5,8,9.) The Samaritan’s priest would
serve in the temple on Gerizim. Ads they
went, they were deansed ; the reward of faith

and obedience. 1t came promptly.
II. Cne Thankful, 15-19.

V.15. One of them; a very sman pro-
portion. Turned back. The inspection by
the priest may wait for a short time. Witk
@ loud voice; overwhelmed with gratitude as
he was. Glorifying God ;. in humble adora-
tion thanking God for His mercy towerds
him. This is the attitude of the man of
faith. Ie is overwhelmed with the com-
passion that the Father has shown him.
This is also the first and constant duty of
every one who has received blessing. (Fph.
5:20; 1 Thess. 5: 18.)

V. 16. Fell on his face at his feet. e
worshipped better than he knew ; for Jesus
not only wrought the works of God, but was
Himself God. He was a Semaritan, Jew
though he was, Luke evidently had sym-
pathy with the Samaritan, for he, of all the
evangelists, alone mentions this incidentand
that of the Good Samaritan. (10: 33.) The
Samaritang were not only despised, but
hated, by the Jews as an inferior race mor-
ally and religiously. (For fuller informa-
tion about the Samaritans, see Edersheim’s
Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, vol I,
pp. 894-402.)

V. 17. Jesus answering; grieved at the
ingratitude of his own countrymen. Where
are the nine? Basely ungrateful ; gone to get
their certificates of purity from the priest as
quickly as possible, and glad, doubtless, as
Jews, to escape from the company of an
unclean San.aritan.

V. 18. Were there none found . . . to give
glory to God? (Rev. Ver.) Jesus *“was
moved by the depth of this thanklessness in
so many recipients of so blessed a favor.
Hence His sorrowful amazement. Hc felt
asif all Hisbenefits ¢ were fallinginto a deep
and silent grave.””” (Camb. Bible.)

¢ Blow, blow, thou winter wind ;
Thou art nob so unkind
As man’s ingratitude.”

Save this stranger ; or, as in margin of Rev.
Ver., ‘“‘alien,”” one who had not the privileges
of the covenants of Israel—ahnost a heathen.
{£ph. 2: 12, 13.) Such blindness and in-
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gratitude were characteristic of the
Jews as a whole. They rejected their
Messiah.  In John4: 3942 we see that
Josus had a better reception from the Sam-
aritans than from the Jews of Jerusalem,

V. 19. Arise and go thy way; i.c. to the
prizst, and then back to the old home and
work among men in the world. | Thy faith

hath made thee whole. A word of praise and
assurance. He had done something to win
the gift. And surcly he was more fully
healed than the selfish Jews who went away
with their hearts but little touched, Thank-
fulness is both a sign of faith, and the: yeans
of strengthening that faith and of obt.ining
2 fuller salvation,

APPLICATION

As he went to alem, v. 1. Whatever
blinks of sunshine there were in our Lord’s
ministry were past and gone. Thesky was
now overcast with thick clouds. The night
was closing in. At Jerusalem hell was to
triumph for a time. All the same, the heart
of Jesus remains open to every appeal of
human woe. His face was *‘ steadfastly st
to go to Jerusalem” and to the agony of
shame that was there to come upon Him,
but the same spirit was in Him that mani-
fested itself later in the word of grace to the
penitent malefactor, even while the death
struggle was on Himself, It is of infinite
comfort to feel sure that Jesus is never in-
different to our needs. His sufferings are
now forever past. He reignsin glory. But
not all the concerns of the vast universe—
and He is God over all, blessed for ever
more l—can cause Him to overlook for an
instant the feeblest cry of a sore heart.

Ten men that were lepers, v. 2. Leprosy is
a Scripture type of sin. These ten lepers
may stand for the vast multitudes of the
unforgiven and uncleansed, and the healing
of them for the grace and power of Jesus in
curing the leprosy of sin.

Some points of resemblance between
leprosy and sin may be noticed.

1. Its extreme loathesomeness. Says the
author of “The Land and The Book,”’—
“As I was approaching Jerusalem, I was
startled by the sudden apparition of a crowd
of beggars, sans eyes, sans nose, sans hair,sans
everything....They heid up their handless
arms, unearthly sounds gurgled through
their throats without palates,—in a word, I
was horrified.” Sin is more repulsive in
the eyes of God than leprosy is in ours.
Even we can see with our eyes what havoc

sin often works in men's bodies.
Low it blasts and mars their souls.

2. Its insignificant and often imperceptible
beginnings. Leprosy sometimes makes its
first appearance only as a little bright spot
in the skin. But men dread the appearance
of that tiny spot, because it shows that the
disease is in the system. If lct alone, it will
spread throughout the whole body. The
smallest beginnings of sin should be suspect-
ed. A very little of its evil leaven will
leaven the whole lump. As the health
authorities in sea-port towns take infinite
pains to stamp out the beginnings of fever or
plague, so should we crush sin, ag it were,
in its very cradle,

3. Leprosy affects the whole man, It is
‘“in the blood.” Gnawing athand or foot or
check, the whole circulation becomes poi-
soned. The man is unsound through and
through. So sin defiles the whole nature.
Its evil effects show themselves in body,
mind and soul. A man is only thoroughly
himself when he is thoroughly free from
sin.

4. Leprosy is an incurable disease. No
human remedy has, as yet, been discovered
forit. In like manner sin isincurable. No
man can cleanse his own heart. It is only
the power of God that can purify, as it ig
only the grace of God that forgives. The
only hope of the sinner is in God.

£ Merit lives from man to man
But not, O God, from man to Thee,”?

Which stood afar off, v. 12. The law would
not allow them within 100 paces of those
who were clean, and their own sense of
defilement would, in many cases, prompt
them to shun their kind. When we truly

Ged sees

realize how sinful we are and how sin de-
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files, we shrink back from the presence of
the God of purity. Simon Peter seldom
appears in a better light than when, having
his eyes opened to the divine character of
His Master, he cried, “Depart from me for
Iam asinful man, O Lord.” (Luke5: 8.)

Jesus, Master, have mercy on us, v.13. The
cry for mercy was quite compatible with the
standing afar off. Just because they felt
their defilement so keenly, they were eager
to have it removed. The sinner who has
the deepest sense of unworthiness is the one
most likely to ask for pardon and healing.

And the healing came through the asking.
‘We have no right to gricve that we are still
in the vile embrace of sin, if we have never
agked to be set free. The promises of the
‘Word to those that ask are absolutely un-
bounded. (See such passages as Matt, 7:
7-11; Luke 11: 13; Matb. 18: 19; 21: 22;
John 14: 13,14; 15: 7.)

As they went, they were cleansed, v. 14, A
recent sermon by a Scottish minister points
out three steps in the experience of the
lepers. These are going, Lnowing, showing.
Going comes first. Knowing follows as the
result of going. And then comes showing,
which makes the knowing more certain,
These three steps are repeated in the
Christian life. Jesus would have us begin
by trusting Him, by taking Him at His
word. As we walkin the path He commands,
sooner or Jater we shall know th: v Te has
healed us. The more simple and unguestion-
ing our faith is, the sooner this knowledge

Neotusd oo

Many of the mini: of Jesus were per-
formed ‘“ on the way? v.11l. (Rev. Ver.)
Chance opportunities are often the best op-
porfunities, -

¢ Common misery drives enemies together,
as o flood will unite on one raft tigers and
oxen, lions and deer. XLeprosy drew Jew
and Samaritan together.” v.12. Inthelate
fearful floods in Galveston, Texas, negroes
and white people, notwithstanding the
strong race prejudice of that region, shared
the same shelters.

“ Deep calleth unto deep”; the Saviour’s

willcome. And as we begin to show to others
what Christ has done for us, our knowledge
will grow in certainty.

With a loud wvoice, v. 15. Don’t shout till
you are sure, but when you are sure, it's no
harm to shout. ¢ Sing aloud unto God our
strength : make a joyful noise’—is the
Psalmist's exhortatior. (Ps. 81: 1.) Feeble
singing in church or Sabbath School is a
pretty sure indication of feeble feeling.
There is no gquestion as to shouting when
recess comes or & holiday is proclaimed in
school, and the glad heart—the heart made
glad by the Lord’s goodness and grace—will
find its expression in hearty words and
hearty song.

Wiere are the nine? v.17. One wonders
if Jesus was thinking of Gethsemane, when
there should not be even one left—when they
should ail forsake Him and flee. (Matt 26:
56.) In any case, the outcome of His
marvellous act of mercy was dismal enough :
ten healed, and only one thinking sufficiently
of the Healer to stop and say so, only one of
the ten turning to God from whom his heal-
ing had come. But is it not true that one of
the most common of sins is the sin of ingrat-
itude? Perhaps, often, it is only thought-
lessness. But isnot thoughtlessness, in such
a case, sin? Alas, we are ungrateful,
because, like the multitudes who were
miraculously fed, we think more of the
loaves and fishes than of the Heavenly
Lord who is the fountain of all the blessings
and gifts that we enjoy.

PARAGRAPHS

mercy and the sinner’s need. v. 13.

Trust shows itself in obedience. v. 14.

Obedience brings one into the way of
blessing. v. 14.

It needs not actual touch of Christ to heal.
His word is enough, and His word can reach
us from His throne in the skies, as surely as
it reached the lepers on the wayside. v. 14.

Anything that is worth asking God for is
worth thanking Him for. v. 15,

It is not always the most highly favored
who exhibit the highest qualities or the
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greatest grace. v.168. The virtues of the
heathen oftenr put professing Christians to
the blash.

We need not be surprised if people do not
appreciate our efforts to help them. v. 18.
*It1s cnough for the disciple that he be as
his master, and the servant as his lord.”
(Matt. 10 25.)

The gifts of God are from grace to grace ;
the grateful acknowledgment of bodily heal-
ing was rewarded by the gift of salvation for
the soul. v. 19.

“ Lepers abound in the world in the pre-
sent day ; there is scarcely a country where
the disease is not to be found. Even in
Great Britain a few.lepers are always to be
discovered, if one takes the trouble to look
for them. India is said to have half a mil-
lion lepers, China probably a like number.
In the former country the disease is more
evenly distributed than in the latter, being
found from the Hiwmalayas to Cape
Comorin, in the mountaing and in the
plaing, inland and on the sea coast, in
dry, arid regions as well as in the damp and
swampy places, though it must be allowed
that the damp regions seem to favor the dis-
ease. In China leprosy is more prevalent in
the south and south eastthan in the north
and north west. Japan has two hundred
thousand officially registered cases of leprosy
and it is known to abound in the Malay
Peninsula, Siam, the Malay Archipelago,
and the Philippines, also in Korea; so that
speaking of India and the East, we are well
within the mark if we place the leper popu-
lation at a million and a half. Leprosy is
undoubtedly contagious, though not infec-
tious. It is conveyed from the diseased to
the healthy by actual contact; but it cannot
be highly contagious, for very few of those
who have been ministering to lepers have
ever contracted the disease, so few, indeed,
that we may almost say that all workers
among lepers are exempt.”

‘“ In China, a missionary tells us, many
years ago & mandarin determined to stamp
it (leprosy) out, and took the following way
of doing it. He invited all the lepers to a

great feast, set fire to the building, and all
who escaped the fire perished by the swords
of the troops surrounding the building,
While, within the last few months, a terrible
story has reached us from one of the mis-
sionaries of the Rhenish Missionary Socicty
of the burning alive of at least four lepers in
Sumatra. .

“We are told by lepers from Nepaul in the
Himalayas that to be a leper there is to
incur the death penalty, and in order to
avoid this fate they sometimes flee into
British territory. Even in many places
where the leper is not allowed to be put to
death, he is treated with great barbarity.
In Japan they arc called *hinim,’ which
means ‘not human.” InIndia theyareoiten
driven out of house and home, sometimes
being ‘stoned away from their villages.’
Verily, ‘the dark places of the earth are fuil
of the habitations of cruelty.’ (Is. 74:20.)"

Some verses quoted in the Sunday-school
Times describe St. Peter speeding forth two
young angels from the door of heaven, each
with a basket, the one for Thaunksgiving,
the other for Petition.

‘¢ The angel of Thanksgivings, full of glee,
Donned a huge hamper halfas bigashe ;
But the Collector of Petitions—see |

With a small basket.

“ When they returned—
The Angel of Petitions bore a sack
Cram full, and bound uncouthly on his
back ;
Yet even then it seemed that he had lack
Of bag or basket.

‘“The Angel of Thanksgivings blushed to
feel
‘The empty lightness of his mighty oreel ;
¢ But three !’ he muttered, turning on his
heel :
To hide his basket.

“ Then spoke St. Peter: < When again you .
g0
On prayer-gathering you will better know
That men’s petitions in the world below
Fill a big basket.
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¢ But when yougo to gather up their thanks,
For prayers well answered and forgiven
pranks,
For health restored and disentangled
hanks—
Your smallest baskets 1’
‘“Whereare the ?ine 27 gays Dr. William

Qa‘iis lesson contains, whilst
it is surgrisingly fertile in points for illus-
tration and application. Here are some of
them ; and the teacher will have to study
the question of proportion or he will find
his time gone before he has got half way
through the serieg; which would be a pity,
for all the points should be included in a
complete setting forth of the teachings of
tLe passage.

1. A chance opportunity, v. 11, It came as
Jesus and His disciples journeyed; and it
was welcomed alike by the poor lepers, who
saw in it their one only hope of healing,
and by, Jesus, who never bhad greafer joy
than }\'hen doing good.

2. A piteous case, v. 12 ; that of the lepers,
the misery of one multiplied by ten. The
teacher will do well to allow alittle scope
here. The scholars will want to know all
about lepers and leprosy. But, be sure to
close the talk by sihowing how sin and
leprosy correspond. Make eachscholar feel,
as God may help you, the exceeding sinful-
ness of sin, its defilement and its incurable-
ness by human agency.

3. Atimely cry, v. 13.  How much or how
little knowledge of Jesus’ real character
these poor outcasts had, we can only guess.
They knew, however, at least that He had
marvellons power—for had He not wrought
other cures?—and that He was of great
compassion. So they ask, and they ask for
mercy. What better leverage can a teacher
wigh in regard to prayer, the need of it, the
manner of it, the use of it—than is here
afforded ?

4. A rcady vesponse, v. 14, Tt might seem
as if Jesus had in mind His own words of
Matt. 7: 7. The response was quicker than
the wildest hopes of the poor unfortunates,

M. Taylor. ** Ave there any of them here ?
Have you received God’s mercies and given
IIim no thanks? Have you had deliverance
from gickness, and pain, and poverty, and
yet returned no glory to Him, or shown
Him no regard, or offered Him no service?
Then you are one of them.”

TEACHING E'NTS AND HELPS

5. Prompt obedience, v. 14, They went, as
they were bidden to go. Itissuch obedience
that the Heavenly Master expects—and
honors.

6. A surecure, v.14. ‘“They were cleansed.”
It does not need much imagination to
develop these few and simple words. What
a testimony they giveto Jesus’ divine power,
and what new life did they not signify to
the ten lepers !

7. A thankful soul. vs. 15,16, Thereisthe
element- of surprise in it that *‘ He was a
Samaritan.” But it is often so in the things
of the kingdom of God. (Compare 1 Cor.
1:26-29.) Bring out this one man’s grati--
tude on the background of the heartless-
ness of the nine ingrates.

8. A word of blessing, vs. 17-19. Uttered
in sadness, for why should not all the tea
have reccived like blessing? But spoken,
too, in great joy, a joy even the greater
because it was a Samaritan stranger, of
whom so little was to be expected, who had
shown such true faith. Do not forget to
show how the higher blessing of v. 19 turns
upon the Golden Text. It wasthrough the
avenue of thankfuh@\i]mt it was reached.

Questions fol |f 'llf’w Shod et
been called? (John 11.) For what pur-
pose? Where was He now going?

12. By whom was He met? What was
leprosy? Give Old Testameut examples.
(Num. 12: 10; 2 King 5; 2 Chr. 26: 19.)
Why did the men stand afar off? From
whom does sin separate the sinner?

13. Whom did they address? In what
words? What led them to Jesus ?

1+ What command given? What was
thelaw? (Lev. 14.) How was their faith
shown? What happened as they went?
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15, 16. \WWhat did onc of the lepers do?
To what nation did he belong ?

17, 18. What questions asked ? What was
the sin of the nine? Ilow did they show it?
How does God regard ingratitude? (Rom.
1:21; Jer. 2:5, 6.)

19. What double blessing given to the
grateful leper?

For Seniors—11. Draw a map of Palestine,
marking Jerusalem, Samaria, Galilee,

12, 13. Who met Christ? Wherec? Why
there? (Num. 5: 2.) To what nation did
nine belong? One? Describe leprosy.
What is its worst feature? Of what is it a

17, 1S. Why was Christ sad? How is He
saddened to-day? In what spirit should we
receive the good things of God?

19. Where commanded to go? Why?
What is Christ’s greatest gift? What alone
cleanses from sin? (1 John 1: 7; Eph.
1:7.) How can gratitude to God be best
shown? For what should we be speciall
grateful?  (John 3: 16.) cg(l

Bible Side Lights—Lrrrrs—Num
2 Kings5: 1-27; 15: b; Luke 4: 27.

Have Merey—Num. 14:8; Ps, 25:10;
100: 5; Isa. 60:10; Eph. 2: 4.

Groririep Gop—Isa. 49: 3; 66: 5; Dan.

type ? What appeal made by the lepers?
What had they heard about Jesus ?

14, What implied in Clrist’s command ?.

On what condition was the cure based?
How was their faith tested? Whenee does
faith come? (Rom. 4: 16; Eph. 2: 8.)
What comes through faith? (Rom. 5:1.)

15, 16. What caused one of the men to
return? Which one? What did he do?
What-test had all stood? W hen,m did the
nine fail ?

FOR TEACHERS OF

Connection—Recall the Parable of Dives
and Lazarus—the contrast between Dives in
his palace feasting, and Lazarus at the out-
side gate where the dogs were, and content
with the crumbs. Then the death of the
rich man and of the beggar, and how each

b: 23; Acts. 11: 18.

FeL, Down oN His Face—Deut. 9: 18,25 ;
Dan. 3:7; Matt. 2: 11.

THis STRANGER - Ex. 20 : 105 22: 21 ; Lev.
19: 33; Num. 15: 14; Luke 24: 18,

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)
1. Lepers. {

» 2. The Samaritan stranger. |
8. “Be ye thankful.”;

THEE LITTLE O%Q/’ /L’V M)ﬂ
was buried ; add where | ac}{ found himself

in the world beyond the grave. Recall, also,
how eager Dives was foxﬁ a drop of water to
quench his suffering, and to have Lazarus
sent to warn his friends.  All the time Jesus
was telling these parables and doing all the

been hearing about, He was

The ungrateul

e
BE'YE

Onhs one relirned
o gwt Manks-

THANKFUL

going about from place to
place. (Map.)

Now He is on His way
back to Jerusalem. It is
the last time He will travel
over this road before His
death,

Lesson—Picture Jesus and
His followers coming down
on the borders of Galilee
and Samaria, to Jerusalem.
As they come mear one of
the villages, seel what
group of men is that, stand-

wonderful things we have

ing by themselveg? They

N
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do not Jook like other people. They look
gick and migerable, Let us count them
(ten strokes, or ten fingers held up). What
iz the matter with then? Txplain about
the dreadful sickness, leprosy, that shuts
them out from home and friends, cansing
them to wander about together crying
out “unclean” to everybody they meet,
s0 that people may keep away from
them.

They had heard of Jesus and His power
over sin and sickness. They are watching
for Him. There He comes! They do not
ask Him to touch them. They just ecry,
¢Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”

Tell Jesus' answer. He gave them an
errand to do. (Explain.) They obeyed at
once and as they obeved they began to feel
better, till soon thev knew they were well.
The leprosy had all gone.

Thankfulness—Are they not all very glad
and thankful to Jesus? Let ussee. (Verse
153.) Here is one running back to Jesus

- gshouting out his thanks and praise, and|”

falling down at Jesus’ feet to worship Him.
And he wes @ Samaritan. Jesus was pleased.

many ?) will come back! No, they are not
to be seen.  ‘They have gone to their homes
and friends, forgetful of Jesus who healed
them, never coming back to thank Jesus,

Practical Thoughis—Many of us have been
ill and God has made us well again, (Are
we like the nine?) Shall we not thank Him
for all His goodness to us? Jesus cleansces
us from that dreadiul disease, sin, which is
worse than any sickness. Shall we not ask
Him to have mercy on us and take away all
our naughtiness of heart? When we ask
Jesus to help us He does not tonch wus,
Sometimes He gives us an esrand to do. He
wants us to show our obedience and faith.
Shall we not obey and love Him and show
our thankfulness by serving Him?

¢ Dear Saviour, ere we part,
We lift our heéarts to Thee

In thankfulness and love
For blessings full and free.

“ Go with us to our homes,
Watch o’er and bless us there ;
And malke us one and all
Most thankful for Thy care.”

He said (verse 19). Surely the rest (how

Sing Hymn 544, Book of Praise,

BLAOCKBOARD REVIEW

B YE

,

THANKFUL

It would make an interesting review exercise to have each teacher and scholar write
on a slip of paper—without his name, for children as well as grown people, are sensitive,
and justly sensitive, in speaking out the deepest things that are in their hearts—some one
thing for which he should be thankful. Let the slips be collected in & way that will not
reveal anyone’s identity. The Superintendent will probably be delighted to find the
variety in the reasons given ; and most likely there will be a surprising number showing
that the children are thinking of the best of all gifts, the ¢ Unspeakable Gift>* of God’s
love, Put full emphasis on the YE, allowing no one, teacher or scholar, to escape without
feeling his privilege and duty, -
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SOBER LIVING

November 25, 1900

[World’s Temperance Sunday]
Titus.2: 1-15; Commit to memory vs. 11-14. Read Isainh 28,

1 B‘uaspeak thou the things which 1become sound
doctrine: .

2 That the aged men be 2sober, grave, 3 temperate,
sound in falth, in 4 charity, in patience,

3 The aged wotnen likewise, that thcy be sin he-
laviour as becometh holiness, not false aceusers, not
iven to much wine, tearche:s of 6 good things.

1 That they may 7teach the young women 8sto be
sober, to love thelr husbands, to love their children.

5 To be 9discreet, chaste, 10keepersathome, 11 good,
obedient to their own husbands, that the word of
God be not blasphemed,

6 12 Young men likewise exhort to be soberminded,

7 In all things shewing thyself 13 a pattern of good
;vo}-ks: }{1 1 doctrine ghewing uncorruptness, gravity,
ssincerity,

8 sound speech, that cannot be condemned ; that
he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, hav-
ing no evil thing to say of 16 you,

9 Erxhort servants to be 17obedient unto their own
masters, and to 18 please them well in all things; not
vanswering again;

10 Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity;
that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour
in all things.

11 For the grace of God 20that bringeth salvation
hath appearcd to all men, 3

12 21 'leaching us that, denying ungodliness aml
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly, in this present world ;

13 Looking for that biessedthope, and 22 the glorious
‘é?‘“f“tﬂ"g of 23the great God and our Saviour Jesus

rist s

14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem
us from all iniquity, and pucify unto himsclf a
2z peeuliar people, zealous of good works.

15 These things speak, and exhort, anud 25 rebuke
with all authority. "Let no man despise thee.

Revised Version—1Befit the: 2Temperate: 3Soberminded ; 4Tove; #Reverent in demeanour, not

slanderers, nor enslaved to much wine; 6 That which is good; 7'frain ; 8 Omit to be sober: 9Soberminded ;
10 WWorkers ; 11 Kind, being in subjection ; 13The Younger; 13An example ; 14 They ; 16 Omit sincerity ; 16 Us;
17In subjection to; 18 Be well-pleasing to them ; 19Gainsaying ; 2¢ Hath appeared, bringing salvation to ail
men g.!!amz‘n. hath appeared to all men, bringing salvatipn) ; 2t Instructing us, to the intent that; 22 Appear-

ing o

GOLDEN TEXT

We should live soberly, right-
cously and godly in this 'presenr.
world, Titus 2: 12,

DAILY READINGS
M.—Titus 2. (Temp.) Sover Living.

TIME AND PLACE

The Epistle of Paul to Titus was
written A.D. 64, or, according to
some, A.D. 67, Titus was in charge
of the church in the Island of
Crete, now Candia.

the glory ; 230ur great God and Saviour; 2 People for his own possession ; 2 Reprove.

LESSON PLAN

T. Rules for the 014, 1-3.

For aged men and aged women.
II. Rules for tho Toung, 4-8.

For young women and young

T.~1 Cor. 9: 19-27. Temperate in
all things.

W.—Rom. 18: 7-14. In the light.

Th.—1 Peter 4: 1-8. Be sober and
watch!

F.—Prov, 20: 1-11. Right snd
wrong doing.

8.~Gal. 5:1 1626, Lruits of the
pirit. :

5.—Phiil. 3 73-2[. The high call-
ng. V)

CATECHISM

is one of the lettens called the Pastoral Epis-
tles, which include also the two to Timothy.
They relate chiefly to the qualifications and
dutics of office-bearers. Titus had been left
by Paul in the island of Crete to have over-
sight of the Christian Church, to guide the
believers in times of great danger to their
faith, and to establish over them a permun-
ent ministry. False doctrine had been in-
troduced which threatened to destroy the
true teaching of the gospel. The character
of the Christians also geems to have been
very immature.

I. Rules for the 014; 1-.3.

V. 1. But speak thou; in contrast to the
false teachers of ch. 1 and to contravert
their teachings.  Which befit the sound doctrine
(Rev. Ver.); whirrare according to Christian

Q. Bl. What is forbidden in the
second commandment ¢

A. The second commandment
forbiddeth the.worshipping of God
by images, or any other way not
appointed in His word.

men. .
IIX. Rulesfor Servants, 9, 10.
IV. Tho Roason Why, 11-15.
That the grace of God has ap-

peared, bringing salvation to men,

LE3SSON HY MNS

Book of Praise—119; 11: 5-9 (Ps.
Sel.); 254; 529; 242,

OSITION "

truth and therefore tending to produce the
Christian virtues. Then follow exhortations
suitable to various sorts of people.

V. 2. The aged men.; whom all the others
are likely to copy. Sober; in the ordinary
sense in regard to strong drink. Temperate;
having all their passions and desires under
control. Sound in faith, charity, (or love)
patience. These are cardinal Christian vir-
tues, and old age should possess them in all
their ripeness.

V. 3. Reverent in demeanour. (Rev. Ver.)
Their behavior, including dress, conduct,
habits, etc., is to be such as becomes those
whose livesg are consecrated to holy service.
Not slanderers. (Rev. Ver.) A sin that besets
many. Not enslaved o much wine. (Rev.
Ver.) A very shameful servitude. (Rom. 63
6) whether in men or women, Zeachers of

srensrETRRRER AN
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good things,
in the next verse.
woman to teach in the public assembly.
Cor. 14: 34; I Tim. 2: 11, 12.)

II. Rules for the Young, 4-8,

V. 4. To love their husbands, to love their
childreny in other words to be pure and
faithful to their own households.

V. b. Discrect; the same word as sober-
minded, v. 2. Keepers at home; 1. e. attend-
ing to household duties and not gadabouts.
Good ; Rev. Ver., kind. Be not blasplhemed ;
dishonored by those whose condact should
honor it.

V. 6. The younger men, (Rev. Ver.) He
bad just referred to the older men. Sober-
minded. Observe how {requently Paul
speaks of this virtue. It ig that quality of
seli-restraint by which one holds himself
entirely under control, so that there is little
chance of his giving way to passion or temp-
tation of any kind. Christian self-restraint
iw a prime grace of character.

V. 7. Shewing thyself a pattern. Titus
though himself a young man, was to be, as
every teacher should be, an example to all,
Uncorruptness ; freedom from false teaching,
which, in a time when false teachers
abounded, was very necessary. Gravily.
The method of your teaching must be digni-
fied and not disputatious. Sincerity. This
word should be omitted as in Rev. Ver.

V. 8. Sound speech that cannot be condemned.
This may refer to private conversation. Ie
that is of the contrary purt ; i.e. the heathen
opponent or the false teacher who is trying
to lead the Church astray.

Whom they are to teach we see
Paul did not permit a
(1

III. Rules for Servants, 9, 10.

V. 9. Exhort servants,; here slaves. A
large number of the carly Christians be-
longed to this class, in which were to be
found rot only those who did the conmoner
dutics of life, but also'many highly-cducated
men. Slavery was a greas civil institution
which Christianity did not attack directly.
But the principles of love to all men soon
made it impossible for Christians to act to-
wards slaves as the heathen did. Then, with
the progress of Christian civilization, slavery

gave way. Obedient unto their own masters. In-
subordination was ono of the greatcst vices
among the slaves, However unjust the
slave felt his iot to be, he must as a Chris-
tian accept it and do his duty where God
placed him.  Toplease them well. They must
not act in a sulky manner, but seck to win
the good-will of their masters. Not gainsay-
ing ; not speaking back or demurring.

V. 10. Showing oll good fidelity, Faithtul-
ness absolute and entire is demanded in ser-
vice. That they may adorn the doctrine; by
beautiful Jives commending the Christian
teaching to others. Even slaves could do
this; the testimony of holy living.

IV. The Reason Why, 11-15.

V. 11, For. This is the reason why they
are to act as the apostle had just said.
Grace of God hath appeared. The
whole life and death of Jesus Christ werea
manifestation to the world of the grace of
God. Bringing salvation to all tnen (Rev.
Ver.); to Gentile as well as Jew. Salvation
means rescue from sin and its consequences,
to holiness and heaven. The revelation of
Jesus Christ made this possible for all.

V. 12. Teaching us. The grace of God
brings us salvation only in so far as it in-
structs us in holy living. It is no salvation
which has not holy living as its outcome.
Teaching us ; Greel: ““ disciplining us.” Deny-
ing ungodliness. We must abandon all un-
gudly habits. Worldly lusts; fleshly desires.
Live soberly ; alife of self-control. Rightcously.
Qur cunduct towards others must be upright.
Godly; with love and reverence toward our
God. In thispresent world. ““In the coming
world we may gratify every desire without
need of self-discipline; for ail will be con-
formable to the will of God.” —Fausset.

V. 13. The glorious appearing. The second
coming of Christ in divine majesty filled the
carly Christians with hope and strengthened
them for great endurance. So men may
well live in restraint and slaves obey hard
masters, for soon their release will come.
Our great God and Saviour (Rev. Ver.); the
Divine Son of man.

V. 14. Who gave himself for us. This is the
motive power for Christian conduct. He

R RN
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loved us ; therefore we love and obey Him.
(1 John 4: 19.) Redeem us; pay the price
and set us free from the guilt and power of
sin. JIniquity ; ceases through the power of
the love of Christ. .4 people for his own
possession. (Rev. Ver,) The object of Chris-

tian salvation was to secure for Christ’s own
possession a pure and holy company of re-’
deemed persons whose delight would be to
do His will. (Seel1 Pet. 2: 9, 10.)

V. 15. With all awthority ; as one who holds
his claim direc\t; from God.

APPLICATION

Sober—temperate—soberminded, vs. 2-6. A
high place is here given amongst the Chris-
tian virtues to sobriety or svbermindedness.
The philosophers and poets of pagan Greece
celebrated the praises of this great virtue.
With them sobermindedness meansself-con
trol. Plato defined it as ‘‘a kind of order
and a controlling of certain pleasures and
desires, as isshown by the saying that a man
is ‘master of himself’ an expression which
seems to mean that in the man’s soul there
are two elements, a better and a worse, and
when the better controls the worse, then he
igsaid to be master of himself.”” Aristotle
also taught that this virtue is displayed in
connection with those budily pleasures which
man shares with the lower animals and
which are therefore slavish and bestial.
The poet Euripides called self-control ‘“the
noblest gift of the gods.”

It is not only bodily impulses that should
be controlled, but spiritual impulses as well.
Religious excitement is a good thing if it
impels to holy living. Rut the holy living
is the main thing. One unselfish action is a
better proof of growth in the Christian life
than a multitude of happy feelings. God
will accept service without emotion, but
never emotion without service. We sin
against sobecinindedness when we allow the
feelings that stir our souls to go to waste
without moving usto action. We sinagainst
this virtue also when we talk in a boastful
self-complacent way of our religious experi-
ence.

Lxhors servands . . . that they may adorn the
gospel of Qod our Saviour, vs. 9, 10, It was
not by chance, but by design, that the
apostle singled out the slaves as the class
who were above all others to ‘‘adorn the
doctrine’’ of Christ. Ancient writers give a
dark picture of their moral condition. They
had ‘“no motive for trying to be good and

. I‘}U LAAAL A AN )
very little opportunity of learning what i8
right.”” They were ¢ passionate, intractable,
and indisposed to virtue, not because God
had made them so, but from bad education
and the ncglect of their masters. The
masters cared nothing for their slaves’
morals, except so far as their vices were
likely to interfere with their masters’
pleasures or interests. Hence the slaves,
having no one to care for them, naturally
sank into an abyss of wickedness.”” Now if
the religion of Christ could make out of such
persons as slaves were, ‘“obedient, gentle,
sober and chaste men and women,” their
masters, howev.r unreasonable, would be led
to forma high opinion of the doctrines which
could bring about such a change. The more
wickzd people are, the more to be admired is
the power which makes them better.

The grace of God, v. 11. * Grace is the
Lord Himself in action. Grace of acceptance
—what is it but God, for Christ's sake,
pardoning and welcoming the sinner—¢ God
for us’ (Rom. 8: 31)? Grace of santification,
of peace and power and holiness—what is it
but ¢ God working in us to will and to do’
(PhLil. 2: 13); ‘the Spirit strengthening us
in the inner man’; ‘Christ dwelling in the
heart by faith’ (Eph. 8: 16, 17)? What is
human kindness but a kind man in action?
What is divine grace but the Lord Himself,
infinitely kind, acting for, and acting in,
the soul ?’—Moule. )

We should live soberly, v. 12. There are
many illustrations in bhistory, sncred and
profane, of the value of temperance in eating
and drinking. One of the most familiar is
the case of Daniel and his companions. As
regards strong drink, there are at least three
powerful reasons in favor of abstaining from
its use ; weigh them carefully,

1. Medical men of the highest standing
testify that it is not pecessary to a heaithy
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person and that more or less injury results
from its habitual use.

2. Since it is of the very nature of alcohot
to crente a craving for itself, thero is always
the danger that the drink appetite may gain
the mastery over the one who indulges it,
Everyone knows instances which prove the
reality of the danger. It is not wise for
anyone to assume that he is secure against
thig peril.  Here, a8 in other muatters, the
wise man will act on the principle that,
 Probability is the guide of life.”” Inother
affairs we guard against not only proba-
bilities but even against possibilities. We
have no certainty that our house will take
fire and yel we insure it and our furnituve,
as well.  The ship-owner does not know
that his ship will be lost at sea, but he

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

' Healthful teaching is as needful for the
soul ag healthful food is for the body. v. 1.

Christianity is a life and not merely a
system of doctrine. vs. 2-6.

The self-control that comes from the
masterful influence of the Holy Spirit within
is the key to the remaining Christian virtues.
ve. 2-6.

Example is more powerful than precept.
Practice should corrcspond with preaching.
v. 7.

If we cannot win men by our words we
may win them by our conduct. v. 8.

Petty vices, like black streaks in ivory,
spoil the finest profession, 2, 9, 10.

TFaithfulness in the place God has put you
is the faithfulness He requires. vs. 9, 10.

It is possible for us, by our lives, to make
the doctrine of God more beautiful in the
eyes of others. v. 10.

The grace of God is ““manifold” (1 Pet.
4: 10), corresponding to our *‘manifold”’
temptations, (1 Pet. 1: 6). v. 11,

There is a negative 'and a positive side to
Christian living. v. 12. Both are necessary
to complete the circle.

The hope of Christ’s return is a source of
strength and comfort to 1l1is followoers. v. 13.

insures it and its cargo. We do not know
that the moderate use of strong drink will
lead us to become drunkards, but hundreds
of cases prove that such a result is possible,
Is it not wise to insure. ourselves against the
poseibility by abstaining, especially since
‘“ the preminm goes not into the coffers of a
wealthy company, but comes back to our-
selves in the shape of pecuniary saving,
physical health and domestic comfort.””

3. Eveu if we do not think abstinence to
be necessary for ourselves, we ought to
abstain for the sake of others. To deny
ourselves thus is to aet in the spirit of the
apostle who said: ¢ It is good neither to
eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything
whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offend-
ed, or is made weak.,” (Rom. 14: 21.)

It is because Christ is the “great God?”’
that Te was willing to give Himself for us
and able to redeem us. vs. 13, 14.

Our purposes to live a holy life cannot fail
because they are in line with the purpose of
Christ. v. 14

The emphasis in the Christian life is laid
upon conduct. It is by their fruits that
Christians are to be known and judged here
and hereafter. XKipling has put this truth
thus in ‘“ Tomlinson » :

‘¢ And they came to the gate within the wall,
where Peter holds the keys,

‘Stand up, stand up now, Tomlinson, and
answer loud and high

The good ye did for the sake of men, or ever
ye came to die,

The good that ye did for the sake of men in
little carth so lone | *-

And the naked soul of Tomlinson grew
white as a rain-washed bone.

“Phis I have read in a book,” he said,
‘and that was told to me.

And this I have thought thut another man
thought of prince in Muscovy’—

And Peter twirled the jangling keys in
weariness and wrath,

‘Ye have read, ye have heard, ye have
thought,’ he said, ‘and the tale is yet to
run :
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By the worth of the body that once ye
had, give angwer,—‘What ha’ ye
done?’”’

When the apostle exhorts slaves to adorn
thedoctrine of God, he adds *‘in all things.”
There is no duty so humble that in it we
way not commend the gospel.

“ Teach me my God and king,
In all things Thee to sce,
And what Ido in anything,
To do it as to Thee.
¢ A servant with this clause
Makes dradgery divine;
‘Who sweeps a room as for thy laws,
Makes that and the action fine.”

¢ As long as there is s0 much evil in the
world, and society is what it is, godliness
must be largely negative and its possessors
‘a people whose laws are different from
all people that be on earth.’ Live fish
swim against the stream ; dead ones go with

TEACHING EINTS AND HELPS

It may possibly be thought well, in some
instances, to devote the whole time to en-
forcing abstinence from strong drink. The
three reasons given under the heading
“ Application’’ may answer fora foundation,
in such case. But show, also, how at the
core of abstinence lies the ‘‘temperance,”’
or self-control, which Paul so earnestly in-
sists upon here. For the deepest and most
powerful motives, see vs, 11-14.

Most teachers wiil take in the whole view
opened up in the Golden Text. The lesson,
ag the title indicates, is one on sober living.
The instructions are clear, comprehensive
and convincing,.

1. They embrace all sorts and conditions.
The scholars should name the various per-
sons addressed in vs. 2, 8, 4,6, 7, 9, 11,
The religion of Christ is for no one class or
clique, but for every human being. And
God is no respecter of persons,

2. The instructions are plain and practical
fitting ench class named. "Let this be worke
out, showing how apt the advices are in the
cases cf the aged men—the aged women—
the yorng women-—the young men—Titus
himseli—servants—all men (v. 11). Merel
to find out -the meaning of the words will
const:me the large part of the half-hour and
will prove profitable. The prevailing note
in allpthe exhortations is sober-mindedness,
self-control, self-masterfulness. It is the
ballast which will make sailing possible in
any water and in any wegther,

—m

it. The tender graces of the devout sonl
will not flourish unless there be a wall of
close-knit and unparticipating opposition
round them, to keep out the nipping blasts.””
—Maclaren.

Jeremiah described the beauty of the
Nazarites which resulted from their abstin- |
ence from strong drink when he wrote:
“ Iler Nazarites were purer than snow, they
were whiter than milk, they were more
ruddy in body than rubies, their polishing
was of sapphires.” (Lam.4:7.) And Milton,
in his poem on Sampson, said :

“0 m;tdue%sl to think that use of strongest
wines

And sbror;geab drink our chiefl support of
health,

When God, with these forbidden, made
choice to rear

His mighty champion, strong alkove com-

pare
Whose drink was only from <he, liquid
brook 17 N N/

[ .

3. Titus as a patth (Vs. 7, -8
attention. The most powerful sermon is a
holy life, and the best missionary, in the
long run, is the one who lives the best.
Titus is to be—ag we all ought to be-a
pattern of good works, and of gound teach-
ing. Show how the latter is necessary to
the former. ft is vain to hope for sound
living if there be not wholesome and Seript-
ural beliefs.

4. Itis worth while to give special atten-
tion to the servants—bond slaves they were ;
and to observe how the faithful performance
of the humblest duties adorns the doctrine
of God our Savicur. One does not need to
be 2 prince to be princely.

5. The great motives to holy living may
fittingly come in as the lesson closes—the
infinite grace of God by which salvation
coines (v, 11); the hopes of the world beyond
(v. 13); the great purpose of our Holy
Redeemer (v. 14), .

6. Note, too, the influence of the pcrsonal
factor. What greater power can there be.
for God and good than a God~Possesse(l

Questions for Juniors—1. Who wrote thj
cpistle? To whom? Where was Titus wi
Paul? (Gal. 2:1.) Where sent by P
(2Cor.8:6; 12:18.) Where had a clit
been founded ? (chap. 1:5.) Where was Crete?

2-5. How many classes of people advised ?
What advice given to the aged men? The
aged women? To young women?

6, What rule of conduct laid down for
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young men ?

7. In what respects was Titus to show
hitpenlf 8 pattern

0, 10. How were servants to conduet. thems-
selves? What is the meaning of ** purloin-

ingi'"?

1-18. What reason here given for holy
living? To whom has the grace of God ap-
peared? What does it bring? What does
1w teach? On what may those wholive holy
lives count in the future ?

14. What has Christ done for us? With
what purpose in view? What kind of
people” does Jesus want? llow does God
speak of Hisown? (1 Pet. 2: 9.)

15, What things meant?  How was Titus
to speak to them? .

Tor Seniors—1. Of what duscent was Titus?
sGal. 2:3.) By whom was he converted?
(chap. 1:4.) What position did he occupy
in relation to Paul? Where is the latest
mention of him? (2 Tim. 4: 10.) What
was the subject under discussion? From
whom are the doctrines of the gospel?
(John 7:16; Acts 13:12.) Where taught?
(2 Tim. 3:16.) To what do they lead? (1
John1:3; Rom. 6:17-22.)

2-5. How were the aged to live? What
manner of instruction for the young women ?

IOR TEACHERS OF

Chnnection—Let the children show their
ten fingers. Recall the story of the ten
lepers of last Sabbath.

.We have been hearing about the words
aid works of Jesus for a great many
Subbaths. To-day we are going to hear
about a letter that a great friend of Jesus

wrote to o young man,

6-8. What sort of life was Titus himself to
lend? What effect would this have upon
adversaries?

9, 10. What lessons for servants ?

11-13. What is the motive to all right liv-
ing? Who is our great example?

14. In whom is the new lile to be found?
In what does it consigt? (Col. 3. 8-15.)

15. What should Christians putoff?  (Col.
3:8-11.) What should they put gu? (Col.
3:12-14.)

Bible Side ILights—BLASPREMED LYY
11-16; Tsa. 32: 5; Acts 18: 63 1 Tim. 6: 1.

Nor PurroiNning—Exod. 22:1, 4-8 ; Prov.
29:24; Zech. 5: 3, 4.

A Pecuntar Preorre—Rom. 12: 1; 1 Cor.
10:31; Gal. 4:18.

ZeaLous oF Goop Works—Acts 4:13; Ps,
1191:8 1303 1 Cor. 14: 12; Jude 3; Rev. 3:
15-18.

Sooxp SpeEcH—Ps. 39: 1; Prov. 10: 19;
Eccl. 10: 14; Eph. 4: 29; James 1: 19-26;
3:2-10.

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)

1. The duty of young men. (v. 6.)
2. How slaves may adorn the doetring(} /

3. Five reaso%or being mpotalnbstainer.
THE LITTLE ONES /] [j u‘-

]ntraduction——Sl;é let Speak of the
address, and the signature,
ZLesson—Open your Bible at the lesson.
Here we have a letter addressed to ‘¢ Titus,
Island of Crete,’’ and signed * Paul”. Who
were these men? Tell something of the
great Apostle Paul and of Titus, his young
convert, & Greek, whom Paul had madea
minister of the church of

Crete,

Paunl writes this letter to
Titus telling him what he
is to preach.

Listen! Taul says some-
thing for the grandfathers
(v. 2) (simplify), something
for grandmothers (v. 3},
something for fathers and
mothers (v. 4-8), something
for servants (v. 9), some-

Looxim
o
Jesvus

thing {or everybody, for all
the little boys and girls.
(Golden Text.) It is all
meant for us too. Explain
God’s revelation of His
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will through the words of Holy men, written
in the Bible.

Make the lesson centre around the
thought of the Golden Text.

How we should live. .

1st. (In relation to ourselves.) Soberly
means quietly, thoughtfully. Xf we wish to
obey this command we must not take strong

drink which makes people noisy and.

quarrelsome.  We must take nothing into
our bodics that will injure them or make
them unelean in God’s sight.

2nd. (In relation to other people.) Right-
cously, means in a right way, being kind,
honest, helpfal.

Srd.  (In relation to God.) Godly, means
looking to God, trying to please Him, thank-
ing and praising Him, praying to Him.

Erpectation—Speak of the joy with which
we look forward to the coming of some
favorite visitor, grandmother, uncle or
auntic perhaps. How we preimre for them!!

How impatient we are to be washed and
dressed and waiting to receive them! We
are on our best behavior.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

God tells us, through Paul, that we have
the ‘¢ blessed hope” of having Jesus our
Saviour come agaiin in glory. That is one
reason why we must be sober, righteous and
godly, why we must be on our best behavior
all the time, watching and waiting to meet
Him, “washed clean from sin through
Him,” ““clad in the robe of His righteous-
ness.”” (Explain verse 14.) We do not
know when He will come. We mustalways
be ready.

Prayer—

‘ Father, hear me from above;

Guard me with thine arms of love ;
¢ Guard me from the tempter’s power
Save me in each dangerous hour.
¢t Keep me safe from every sin
Pure without and pure within.
¢ Help me to be kind and true
Sober, righteous, godly, too.
¢ Let me serve Thee well in youth ;
Keep me in the path of truth,
‘¢ Looking for my Saviour dear
Who in glory shall appear.” (I}dapt,ed.)
v/

/

L

Wg SuourLp Live

As regards ourselves

As regards our neighbor

As regards the Lord above GODLY

%

; , 7 //;
v

SOBER;ZY |

RIGHTEQOUSLY

( v

The blackboard is merely the Golden Text, spread out so that it may catch the eye

and thus sink into the heart. Little people are planners, castle-builders.

“What I’'m

going to do when I'm a man,”—youn hear children rwiking of almost before they are out
of their cradles. Now here are some things you ought to do; or rather some rules you
must observe if you would go a safe course. We look in three directions—all life is
bounded by these—the direction of ourselves, our neighbor, and our God. Here are
instructions to fit each: relationship. "Ask the scholars for the words and print them one
by one as they are given, being careful to find out that they are understood and being
careful, also, to show that to be godly is the true secret of living righteously and soberly.
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St Andrew's College==e

“ CHESTNUT PARK,” TORONTO, ONT.

Residential

A Presbyterian “ui%y” School for Boys

The College has reopened for the Autumn Term with an attendance of over eighty
pupils. Full Collegiate work is done. Boys are prepated for the Universities and Royal
Military College. The residence for Juviors is now in operation under the care of Henry
F. Meyer, Ph.D., who has had many years’ experience in similar work in one of the large
English schools. Boys are admitted from eight years and up.

The Staff is large and efficient, all the mastcrs being men of experience. Five masters,
in addition to the Principal, live in residence.

The College grounds are large and beautifully situated. There is direct communication
by street-car with the Union Station. .

The desire of those in cl.arge is to develop boys morally, mentally and physically.

Boys may be ermtered at any time.

The Autumn Term for 1900 commenced on September 10th.

Send for information to

REV. D. BRUCE-MACDONALD, M A., Principal

-

Yoang People

of this practical age require practical
training. No mstitution in the country
offers better advautages than the

CENTRAL
USINESS COLLEG

OF TORONTO

With a duzen experienced teachers,
splendid equipment, including Rixty
Typewriting Machines, 1t holds no second
position aurong Bueiness Schools on this
continent.

Members admitted at any time

—

Calendarfree  W. H. SHAW,
Principal
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THE BOOK PAGE

Bool:s for review to be sent to Rev. R. Douglas
Fraser, Editor Teacuers MoNtHLY, Room 87,
Confederation Life Ruilding, Toronto.

Among the Meadow People. "By Clara
Dillingham Pierson ; illustrated by F. C.
jordon. The Copp, Clark Companv, Toronto.
127 pages, Cloth, gilt top ; price 90c. -

A really charming book of nature storles, in
whichone isintroduced to such pleasantcompany
as ‘*The Butterfly that Went Calling,” * The Ant
that Wore Wings,” “The Bectle Who Did Not
Like Caterpillars,” “Mr. Green Frog and His
Visitors," and a half score of others, who talk most
naturally and entertainingly. ‘“Some creatures
hear with things called ears, that grow on the
sides of their heads, but for my part, I think it
much nicor to hear with one's legs, as we do.”
«\¥hy, how funny it must be not to hear with
one’'s legs, as we do,” cried all the little crickets
together, ** There are & great many queer things
in this great world,” said their teacher. And
these shrewd and sociable ¢ Meadow People
open the eyes of little children, and of older
people, too, to a great deal that is strange and
delightful. ¢ Meadow People should be a favor-
ite nursery volume,

The Blackboard in Sunday School.
By Henry Tarner Bailey. W. A. Wilde

Comnany, Bgsmil and Chicago, 131 pages,
Including capital Index and many illustra-
tions; price 75c.

Mr, Bailey dedlcates his book to his father,
“‘who placed a blackboard in the home for his
children, and used it on Sunday for happy reli-
gious instructlon.” He seems, therefore, to have
come hottestly by his appreciation of this method
of impressing truth, and he writes from fifteen
years of ““actual experience in teaching with the
blackboard in Sunday School classes.”  Mr.
Bailey’s treatinent of his subject is altogether
sane, Ie has no wild fancies, such as haunt
many users of the blackboard and vex those who
look on. His notion of the uses to which the
blackboard may be put are sensible, and his
exposition of the symbolism of forin and ecolor
excellent, whilst the lessons on the actual draw-
ing of letters and symbols, and the framing of
blackboard exercises are of the most Ppractical
sort. One could wish Mr. Bailey’s book in the
handsof every one who has to do with Blackboard
Reviews in the Sabbath School. -

Elementary English Composition. By
Frederick Henry Sykes, M.A., Ph.D. The
COB‘g Clark Companv, Toronto. 222 pages,

all-tone 1llussrations ; price 40c.

Thedaysof jll-constructed, 111-printed. dismally-

bound text-books, let us hope, are past. The
children and young people have a right to the

The Sunday School LibPary

F carefully-sefected books are added to the Library from time to time the
interest in it may be intensified, and the results to the scholats and the
Church be of lasting benefit, At the present time our stock is very large,

and is being added to almost daily by new shipments direct from the publish-
ers, Our standing orders for the new publications as they are issued enable
us to keep pace with the times and to give Library Committees an opportunity
to procure the newest books without delay. We make a proposition which
will prove advantageous to you and to us, Write us for a case of the newest
books, to be sent you on approval. Specify amount you wish to expend,
and we will send double the quantity for inspection, we paying freight on
return parcel. Put yourselves in communication with our LIBRARY
DEPARTMENT, when all the necessary information will cheerfully be givens
DISCOUNTS AND TERMS ARE THE BEST

WILLIAM BRIGGS

20«8 Riochmond Stroet West TORONTO
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best, and there is no particular virtue,” at any
rate, In ugliness, Dr. Sykes' * Elementary Com-
position ™ is certainly free from reproach on this
score, the mechanicnl work, as might be looked
for from its publishers, being of the best, whilst
the selections, prose and poetry, on which the
instruction is based, make the book attractive in
itself, altogether apart from its pedagogical value.
“The chief space i3 properly given to rules and
exercises in Narrative and Description, but no
detail seems to have been overlooked, down even
to such hum-drum items as punctuation, capitals,
and the proper forms for cheques, notes, business
letters and invitations. Indeed, the boolk js thor-
oughly practical, and wiil prove highly advan-
tageous in both publicand high schools, and to
anyone, in fact, who wishes to learn how to write
the English Junguage effectively. A table of con-
tents and an index would, however, be an im-
provement to this excellent manual.
.

The Ladies’ Home Journal.

The Cutis.
Publishi any, Philadelphia $1.00

per annun,

The Octoler number of this ever-welcome
monthly is to hand, crowdel full of good matter
as usual. These four things the Ladies’ Home
Journal manages to combine—paper and print of
the first quality, the artistic toueh, a real sense of
what people need to know and want to read, and

a high moral tone. It is a good time to onder
for 1801.

The Reign of Law. A Story of the Ken-
m‘xcky Hemp Fields. By James Lane Allen,

Lhe_Copp Clark Co’,, Toronto ; 385 pages,
Paper 7dc, cloth, $L.25.

Probably the narrowness and dogmatism of the
Kentucky ministers of the sixties has been over-
drawn. Atany rate, one would suppose the type
to he now extinct. Probably, also, the lapse of
the whole-souled and true-hearted country Iad,
fresh at College from the hemp fields and from
the reading of his Bible with a relish, is too sud-
den. Some ballast from the Shorter Catechism
would have steadied him. But that the author
has added to his previous reputation by this in.
teresting book is undoubted, The very atmos-
phere of rural life is about one as he reads. The
Kentuceky hemp fields afford a new theme for de-
seription. And the tragedy in humble life for
such it is which the bouk relates—is tellingly set
forth.

The ¢ Post?” BSelf-Filling Fountain
Pen. Plain $3.00, Gold Band, $1.00. 120
West, 14th Strees, New York City. -

Bishop J. H, Vincent says of it, *Icarry four
fountain pens, and now the Post makes the fifth,
and the fifth is by far the best I have—and all are
good,”

t
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We have sold hundreds of these beautiful instru-

failed to give satisfaction.
Americaninstruments of the very highest grade, many
wuuld-be purchasers take it for granted that the retail
pricesmust be beyond theirmeans. Thisisa mistake.
Owing to the enormous proportions of Messrs. Estey
& Co.’s manufacturing business, the cost of production
has been reduced to a minimum, while our own
method of consolidating the interests of twelve different factories in our
own warerouius has effected a corresponding saving in the cost of sclling.

We can supply new Estey organs (for either church or house use) at prices
ranging from §70% upward. “And the lowest-priced Estey organ
the same wonderful purity of tone and the same degree of durability as the
most expensive style. They differ in size and capacity —thatis all.

Write us for Catalogue and Price List

GOURLAY, WINTER & LEEMING

188 Yonge Street, Toronto
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CHIEF CHARACTERISTICS .
OF THE .

Oxford Bible for Teachers

Paper Drinting helps Flustrations

. IN ADVANCE OF ALL OTHERS .
“Since 1880 the ‘Oxford ' Teachers’ Bible has been acknowledged the greatest boolt
marvel of modera times. The publishers Lave just brought out an edition with revised
helps which again puts this work clearly in advance of all others.’” :

" —Sunday Sehool Mugazine.
The Paper

“The India paper, in which we believe this Company leads the workd, has made a revolution in the
art of printing."—he Living Church.

A marvel of puper making.”—The London Times. .

“The exquisite Oxford India paper i> a perfect miracle of manufacture  Though o thin, the print
never shows through, and yet the type is Pcrtcctly clear andlegible. " —The Speefator K

No other page; has yet been made that can approach it for its wondertul capacity, great toughuess
and softness, and its agreeable totie, nor for the ease with which THE PAGES CAN BE TCRNED.

I3 7
3
The Printing
*Its letterpress is remarkably clear and distinet. This isappreciated the more because IT 18 UNCOM(ON
1¥ BIBLES. Longand close attention to the pnint of ordinary Bibles stram the strongest eyes, but the *Oxford’ |

iy not an ordina>y Bible in this or in any other respect.” —The Christiun Nuation.
*The printing is worthy of the paper and more than wiis is fmpuossible to say *—The Grardéan,

The elps .

The late SirR WILLIAM DAwsoN, Principal of MeGill University, suid ; .

The Oxfords Helps I have long used with advantage, and the new edition, while retaining the reason-
able couservatism of the old, has been greatly extended and improvesd  Almast everyone of the Hlustra-
tions wight form the subject of a good lesson on Bible history.™ i

Rev. F, N. PELOUBET, D.D,, author of Peloubet’s Noteson the international Lessons, xays, Jan, L, 1899~

I have been comparin{: the two editions of the * Oxford® Helps, your new one with mine duted 1593,
Your appendix, and especinlly the new plates and more especially the descriptions of them, which wre a
wholly new leature add greatly to the value of these *Helps.' I shall refer to them as often as 1 ean in
my Notes on the Lessons.”

The Christian Advocate, Nashville, Tenn,, says: .. - . N .

 The * Helps' are real helps. Unlike those in” many of the cheap sibles, they are not simply thrown
togetherin hodgegxudge fashion, but representthefreshestand ablest work of the furemost modern scholars.”

The Interior, Chicago, 111, says: . i . :

*** Helps' prepared for this work by the most eminent Biblical scholars vi the day and revised up to .
the Jatest possible date, to keep in touch with the last discoverles af science, the last lichts of interpreta-
tion, This edition hasreached in former issues a sale of over two mlliun copies, auld it s gufc tu say that
nothing ofers even fair competition with it w general favor.”

The Zorunty Globe says - ) , . -

“The most instructive and exhaustive compendium of every kiud of information essential te

- Bible study.” .

The Fllustrations

The Sunday School Tomes, Philadelphia, says, referring to the illustrations - .
“1In this depsrtment, this Bible is probably jar supcrior to any cther of those commonly called
Teachers’ Bibles. Probably there does not exist anvther equa:ly compact cullection of the kind.'”

The Montreal Witness: . : .
*The plates are aspeclally attractive feature. No more suitable.present can Le made to teacher or

scholar, Bible student orirfend.”
All Denominations in rec ding the Oxford Bibie for Teachers.
Aa~Upwards of 2,000,000 coples o_l former editions have been sold.

-~

LONDON : HENRY FROWDE
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS WAREHOUSE, AMEN CORNER, E.C.
NEW YORK: 01 AND 93 FIFTH AVE. c .
And sold by all booksellers throughout the Dominion. . - .

.




(Zonfederation | ife.
| ASSOCIATION.
Head Office: -  Toronto, Ont

THE Unconditional Accumulative Policy issued by this
Association is absolutely free from conditions from
date of issue and guarantees Extended Insurance or a
Paid-up Policy after three years, or a Cash Value after
five years. ’

Pamphlets and full particulars will be sent on application to the
- Head Office, Toronto, or to any of the Association’s Agents.

W. C. Macdonald, J. K. MACDONALD,

Actuary. Managing Director.’

VAN VVAAMAAAAAAANAAAAAAN AMAAAN WAAARAAAAAEAAAAAAAANY

The Latest Thing in Duplicating is
Ellams Patent

Duplicator

WHICH MAKES FROM

700 to 1000 copies per hour

Hand or Typewriting, Music, Drawing, BEtc.

CANADIAN TYPEWRITER EXCHANGE
45 Adelaide Street East & # & & & & TORONTO



