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Capitalist Misrule in India

By H. N. Hyndman, in ‘‘Justice”’ Lmdm)

Popular Ignorance of -India.

Comparatively few Englishmen ever take the
trouble to understand the position which we hold
in India. Our people today take less interest in
this great subject than they did twenty, - thirty,
forty, fifty years ago. There is, nowadays, little
or no real publie opinion on the question. The
agitations of the past have died down, and the
almost ineoneeivable blundering and horror of our
‘fnisgovernment “havé been forgotten. It is high
time that our entire policy should be taken in
hénd in earnest. We should all of us comprehend
that not even the crimes of whiech Prussianized:

: " Germany has been guilty transcend in infamy the

eold eeonomie and social ruin which we ourselves
—for the poéple of Great Britain are responsible
,-—d.llbnulyhﬂm:pontheinhhimudthe

We dominate direetly or indirectly in India
. more than ome-fifth of the entire human race.
. There are no fewer than 315,000,000 of people
“under the British flag. That is to say nearly seven
" filnes the whole population of the United King-
dom, and more.than all Eurepe put together, out-
gide Russia. The Roman Empire, at the height
of its power, never had under its rule one-half the
number of this huge eolleetion of human. beings.
China is the only country which ever exceeded our
Indian Empire in popylation. Of ‘the 315,000,000
thus under our econtrol, 250.000,000 roughly are
directly ruled by men of our race; 65,000,000 are
in the semi-indépendent Indian States, over whom
we exercise a light supervision. There are many
. #aces within our borders and several religions, of
which the two most important are Brahmanism
and Mohammedanism. But within the last forty
years the conception of India as one great whole,
possessed™of a glorious civilized future, has grown
up among our fellow-subjeets from Bombay to
Burmah and from the Himalayas to Cape Co-
morin. Even the huge mass of pauperized ryots
who exist in the great peminsula, and form the
overwhelming majority of the people, are begin-
ning slowly to grasp the truth that the misery
they suffer from and see now prevailing all round
them can not endure for ever. -

Our Oarpet-Bagger Tyranny.
Themmonlymooolmpammdnm
sians in all Hindustan. Ofthno,ordiwily,'ls,-
000 are British troops. 200,000 RBEuropeans, all

 t0ld: to 315,000,000 Tndians! And these Buropeans

mﬁwmlitﬂeidmdnmmdistmtby
"ges, who rarely land in . India ‘before they are
twenty-one years of age, have,tobqinwith little
real’ knowledgé of Indian habits and

m:.mdnrelyorwer-etﬂehthem‘

Read what the hte lemdhh ‘renund,, a
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white man who purposes to'remain. No ruléx stays
there to help, to eriticise, or to educate his: sue-
cessor.. No white soldier founds a family. "No
white man who makes a fortune builds a Kome\
or buys an estate for his descendants. The very
planter, the very foreman of Awvorks, departs be-
fore he is sixty, leaving ho echild, no house, no
trace of himself behind. ‘No white man takes root
in India, and the number even of sojourners is
among these masses impereeptible.”” Yet these
waves of white earpet-baggers of an alien, and
even a hostile, race, who pass, pass, pass and dis-
appear, exercise a despotie authority over the
mass of Indians far in excess of the power at the
disposal of the Emperor Akber, the greatest mon-
areh who ever ruled the East. '

by eareful stndy of nm m and cus-
toms, do some good. & few of the old Bast India
Company's servants sueh as Sir William Sleeman,
Sir Henry Lawrence, Mr. A. 0. Hume, Sir William
Wedderburn, Mr. James Geddeés, Meadows Taylor,
Osbern, Evans Bell and others before and after
them, served the people of Indig well and knew
that our domination was but a transient incident
in the long, long history of India’s greatness. But
this is mot the ease now and never was the rule.
Yet, even if Anglo-Indian administrators were per-
fect paragons in their way, ngthing eould possibly
make up for the terpible economic drawbacks
which go hand in hand with our alien system. This
I have never ceased to poind out for more than
forty years. British India has become a very poor
country indeed under our mansgement, until to-
day it is the most terrible pauper warren that has
ever been seen on the planet. We drain out of
British India each year an samount equal to con-
siderably more than £30,000,000 without eom-
mercial return; or 50 per t. more than the
total land taxation of all our provinees This from
a country whose agricultural Jation is already
so poor that its annual pt does not ex-
ceed 15s. a head! No matter what benefits we
might confer in other .directions—and having
studied the subjeet carefullyfor nearly fifty years,
I ean detect extremely few—sthis drain of produce
from the povcrty-ctﬁkcn ryots is a erime of the

ﬁrstmtgm
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In 1879, Lord Salisbury. Lord Iddesleigh, Lord
Cranbrook, Lord Mr. Edward Stan-
hope-nd&rlmldet v the truth of that
contention, and entered upon & poliey which econ-
templated the gradual stanching of this bleeding .
of Thdia, and introdueced into the House -
of Commons leading in that direction. These men
were all Conservatives exeept Sir Louis Malet, the
Permanent Under-Seeretary of State for India.
who was an extreme Radical. When owing to a

great politieal ehue the vhole plan was aban-

e

doned and the old abuses were :granted another
long lease of life, Sir Louis Malet said to me in
despair: ‘‘Our only hope now of justice to India,
Mr. Hyndman, is a revolution in England.”” That
is, at the present time, my eonviction too. For,
;i}nce then, we have extracted from by far the
poyrest - population in the whole world the enor-
moux sum of £1,200.000,000 without commereial re-
turn, and we have actually borrowed of poverty-
stricken ‘India £150,000,000 to help to finance our
war against the Germanic Powers. Just . think
what that miesns.

W,mtonngm

Now eonsider Iﬂdma services to England dur-
ing the war, in retu:n for all the ruin we have
wrought; not enly eemmic ruin, though that is
the most fnghtful of tll (&ut min of her srt, her

_and ning. I

foreign despots and oppressors to demand justice
and freedom before I raised a finger, in their de-
fence. That at least. India contributed g million
of men to the armies of Great Britain ayd the
Commonwealths. How they fought we know: We
have just given representatives of the Indixn
forees a splendid weleome in London to acclaint’

their valor and steadfastness. :

India’s Reward.

The Sikhs, the inhabitants of Umritsur, Lahore,
and the Punjab generally. reconquered India for
us in 1857-58, when we had to face the National
Indian Rising, which we call the Mutiny. But for
their aid we should have been driven out of Hin-
dustan sixty-one years ago. They have served
finely, too, during the war. Splendid soldiers they
are. But the people generally are quite unarmed.
They ¢onld not get up an armed revolt if they
wished to do so. Yet these peaceful, innocent peo-
ple have been stirred up to general protest by pub-
lic meetings in their cities. What have we done?
We have hanged them right and left, we have sent
many into penal servitude without trial, we have
flogged others naked through the streets. Our own
atrocities stand almost on a level with the out-
rages committed by Germany in Belgium;, Franece
and Poland. Worst of all, we bombed unarmed
erowds from aeroplanes; and aeroplanes for puni-
tive serviee are being rapidly construeted through-
out India. Moreover, the law is being ‘‘strength-
c;nod” against public speech, freedom of the press
and free association. And for this infamy we Eng-
lishmen at home are responsible. It is all eom-
mitted in our name, and claimed to be carried out
on our behalf.

Montagu's lypoctw l-ldh.

Under sueh circumstanees it is not worth while
to eriticize at any length Mr. Montagu’s econ-
temptible measure, which has already been read
a second time 'in the House of Commom It reme-

(Continued On Page Two.) - x
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By M. Phillips Price.
(From ‘“Soviet Russia,”’ August 16.)

OW what is the Soviet as it exists in Russia
N today? We have seen that, in the first days
of the Revolution, it was formed out of the thou-
sands of informal gatherings of workers and peas-
ants throughout the .land which came together to
decide what next to do. The original Soviets were

economic bodies, for it was natural to expect that

people connected with one another by common
work and common material interests should meet
in times of stress in social gatherings. A fae-
tory workman’s immediate interests are more
closely bound up with the interests of his com-
rades in the same factory than they are with
workers in another industry. For instance, the
metal workers depend for their daily bread upon
the welfare of the metal indastry, the railwaymen
on the railways, the peasants on the agricultural
industry. Ever since mam first began to divide
the work of civilization among his fellowmen. he
has shown a tendency to congregafe on the basis
of guilds or special trades. All the more natural
is it now, in a highly developed society, in a state
of temporary flux, that metal workers, railway-
men and peasants should get together in a dif-
ferent district and discuss the subject that most
affect their lives. The informal eeconomic unions,
which sprang up in the first days of the Russian
Revolution, became, as we have seen, the basis of
the Soviet system. The mwost important point to
observe about them is that they were industrial
and had no relation to territorial divisions of so-
ciety, except in so far as geographical and eli-
matie conditions imposed a certain limit to the in-
dustrial organization. The Revolution therefore
brought the Soviets into life on the economie basis
and for an economie purpose, and in their first
ineeption they were anarchic and without any
common plan of action. During the first few
weeks of the Russian Revolution, one Soviet knew
nothing of what the other was doing. Only after
the first month was it possible to talk of an
organization which was gradually uniting and co-
ordinating the actions of all the Soviets seattered
about the country. This - eo-ordination became
most imperative for the safety of the Revolution,

because the forces of the old soeial order, which -

had been overthrown, soon began to gather
strength again. Only organised Soviets could raise
the necessary barriér to reaction. Only if they
expanded their activities to broad pelitical action
could they possibly safeguard those local acono-
mie interests to protect which they originally were
ereated. Only by becoming political bodies could
they guarantee the new social order. Thus, in
every town in Russia the factory committees and
informal workers’ unions united into a Central
Soviet, which at once took upon itself the task of
fighting the counter-revolution and controlling
whatever authority the middle eclasses had set up.
Soon the question was raised, whether this Central
Soviet, which was already exercising a sort of ¢on-
trol over the bourgeois government, shouid not
take all political authority into its bsfids. The

in October, 1917, in the vietory of the proletariat
and the expansion of the. power of the Soviets
, that of indireet political cuntrol into that of
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first days of the Revolution and had stuék to that
power eyver since. Finally these ‘' central urban
Soviets and the unions of provineial Soviets seut
their representatives to a great State Congress of
the whole country. This Congress now meets
every six months and elects a Central Soviet Exe-
cutive, which is empowered to act with authority
in the period between the Congresses. - This body
has now' become the supreme political authority in
the Soviet- Republic. It controls the Red Army
and Navy, the foreign policy and the economie ex-
change with ether states. Thus beginning with
informal gatherings of workers, bound by econo-
mie interest, the Russian Soviet has developed into
a great political power, which is to be reckoned
with in-international polities.

But that is only half the story. We have seen
that the original anarchically-formed committees
were the seed from whieh the green shoot of the
centralized political Soviet grew. But it soon be-
gan to put forth another shoot—the organized eco-
And it came about in this way.
The workers’ factory committees, that elect the lo-
cal political Soviet for managing the militia, ete.,
soon began to send their delegates to a conference
representing all the workers divided aecording to
profession in that particular district. This move-
ment was in complete antagonism to the old trade
union movement, which sought under Czarism to
divide the workers into a number of eraft unions
within the industries. The essential feature of this
new economic Soviet or syndieate is that it is or-
ganized on the basis of industry and not on the
basis of guild. Only in this way is it possible to
prevent the economic power of the workers, the
unity of which “is sd essential ' in the struggle
against eapitalism, from being broken into jarring
eraft unions, all working at eross purposes. Under
the new system the wood-workers and book-
keepers in the metal industry must choose their
representatives to look after their economie in-
terests along with the aetual metal-workers them-
selves.

nomie syndiecate.

The same process of organizing the proletariat

industrially has taken place among the rural peas-
antry. After the October Revolution, the latter
sent their delegates to a political Soviet, whose
duty it was to organize the rural Ked Guard and
keep revolutionary order in the villages. Some-
what later they began to.form purely economie
unions, as the villages began to split up into rich
and poor peasants and the conflict between these
two classés began to develop. Western Europeans
imagine that the Russian peasant is a peculiar ere-
ation, with habits and customs of his own, living
apart frosa the rest of the world in dirt and ig-
noransé. My experienices in the Russian villages
has taught me that just the same social divisions
are to be found there in perhaps slightly differ-
ent form, as exist in the more industrialized rural
distriets of Western Europe. The idea that it is
possible to separate the peasants from the urban
population of Russia and thereby mobilize an anti-
Bolshevik foree within the country is a fantasy.

land laborer, middle

e
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THE TRUTH ABOUT MAXIM GORKY.

(From ‘‘Soviet Russia,”” August 9.)

People .frequently resolve to do things that are
beyond their powers. - Particularly difficult to
carry, out is the desire to tell the truth always. It
requires a knowledge of the truth. The motto of
the New York Tribune, conspicuously printed on
the first page of that paper, is: “First to Last—
the Truth: News, Editorials, Advertisements.”” In
view of the praiseworthy mature of this ambition,
it is unfortunate that no.-one has - informed the
Tribune that the articles and stories from the pen
of Maxim Gorky, which the Tribune has been
printing at rapid intervals within the last few
weeks, and in which Gorky expresses hostility to
the Soviet Government of Russia—were written
long ago, some of them over a year ago before
Gorky became a complete convert to the Soviet
Government’s philosophy and to the methods of
the Bolshevik Section of the Soecialist Party of
Russia. For the information of the Tribune we
add that Gorky is now a prominent administrative
official in the Department of Edueation at Mos-
cow. and that after the supply of its anti?Soviet
material gives out, the Tribune ecan obtain, in this
country, and without upusual difficulty, a rather

large eollection of excellent short stories from (;v'
Gorky’s pen. written at a much later date thap’

the Tribune’s material, and breathing from ﬁm
to last a passionate love of the achievemen’s of
the great proletarian revelution in Russis:’

EDUCATIONAL CLASSES

Prepare for your Fall and Winter edueational

classes by getting in a good stock of scientifie
literature. The-usual text hooks are as follows:—
Philosophy: Socialism,  Utopian and Seientifie.
Economies: Value, Price and Profit, in addition
as a support we can recommend Wage-labor and
Capital. “The present Economie System by Bon-
ger. Also the first nine chapters of Vol. I Marx’
Capital may,'..?» had in a handy volume. Look up
literature Advt.

In places where there are no loecals those In-
terested might take an example from Comrades
in New Zealand and in the United States by form-

‘ing Marxian Economie Clubs for the purpose of

study and for eorrespondence with headquarters on
progress and on such matters.as the students may
be in doubt.

CAPITALIST MISRULE IN INDIA.

(Continued From Page One.)

dies no wrong, it stanches not a drop of the ruin.
ous drain, it gives Indians no real power in their
own country- it leaves the ecentral despotism,
which is guilty of the erimes recited above, wholly
untouched. Therefore, the Bill is quite useless
to Hindustan. It js a sham and a fraud, worthy
of _the men who have botched it up. It is con-
demned, beforehand, even by passages in their
own Montagu-Chelmsford Report.

An Appeal to Englishmen
T have done for the moment. But I appeal to

-my ecountrymen, as one who has long worked

strenuously for India, to remove from England the
reproach that whileé fighting against German ruth-
lessness in Europe we impose an iniquitous des-
potism upon onefifth of the entire human race.
Our British misrule in India benefits in no way
the mass of the people at home. On the contrary,
it is politically, socially, economieally, and even
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'UNREST IN SPAIN.

SANTANDER, Saturday.—The eoming to power
of the new “Liberal’”’ Government in Spain has
not changed things much for the better. A guerilla
warfare, in which both sides have used assassina-
tion, continues between workmen and employers
in Valencia and Catalonia. "In Bareslena, the as-
sassin of Pablo, Sabader, president of the dyer’s
syndicate. has not yet been brought to trial, al-
though several suspects are held by the police.
The police: hgve closed workingmen’s meeting
places and made wholesale arrests among strikers;
so much so, that, aceording to the ‘‘Liberal’’ of
Madrid, the syndicates have decided to replace
the names on their membership eards by numbers,
and to suppress lists of membership, in order to
keep- names and addresses from falling into the
hands of the authorities.

Senor Alvarez, reformist, has presented to the
Cortes a petition from the workingmen’s societies
of the provinee of Cordova, representing some 60.-
000 agrarian workers, protesting against the san-
guinary repression of the recent strikes under the
Vieeroy La Barrera.

FINANCIAL INTRIGUES.

(From the ‘‘Daily Herald.”")

PARIS, Sunday.—A group of American officers
have arrived from Archangel who have asked me
to withhold their identity, but whose names are
widely known in the United States. They tell a
most interesting tale of the state of mind of the
little north Russian town.

Our mission in~particular ‘‘is believed in Arch-
angel to have been only partly military,”’ said one.
“1t is connected by Russians with a valuable con-
eession obtained in the spring from the Archangel

* Government, as yet unworked.

Five Executions a Week.

“A strong minority in the town is Bolshevik in
sympathy, certainly. But the Bolshevik ranks are
decimated constantly by exeeutions. I should say
that five or six men were hanged weekly through-
out the winter and spring, sometimes more. The
prisons are full.

“The Soviet officials 1 saw kept their engage-
ments to a hair. The Americans were released
with no more than ten minutes of bargaining.”

THE GREAT SOCIALIST PROPHECY

““No more industrial rivalries! No more wars!

Only Labor and Peaée!

“Whether we like it or not, the time has com?
when we must either become eitizens of the world
or see the whole of civilization perish.

“A new order of things is born! The powers of

evil are dying, poisoned by their erime. The covet-

ous and the eruel, the devourers of the peoples are
perishing of a surfeit of blood.

“Sorely smitten by the fault of their bhnd or
villainous masters, mutilated, decimated, the prole-
tariats yet mnd erect.-

“They are xging to unite in order to form but a
single universal’ proletariat, and we shall see the
fulfillment of the great Socialist Propheey, *The
uhion of the workers will bring peace to the
world.’ *—From Address by Anatole France to the
Congress of the Trade Unions of French Eleméntary

- School Teachers, August, 1919.

(From the “‘Labor Leader,” Aug. 21.)

Tkﬁohdthellnnmhemmthu
mr«ignedowingtotheeheﬁonotl’rddmt
Stahlberg. A new Government has been formed,
which presumably is anti-militarist, as it has re-
Mtnahomnunﬁmnmbymw
to Helsingfors for the use of the Fimnish Army.
Mnnniﬁons.aeeotdingtonmiham
11, have been transferred to the Northwest Russia

Provisional Government.
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British Trades Congress

At this writing, the British Trades Congress is
sitting in Glasgow. Some 850 delegatés are pre-
sent, representing Organized Workers, numbering
5,250,000. This is an inéfease in the trades’ union-
ist movement -of over one million sinece the Con-
gress met last year. We give here a few press re-
ports of the proceedings. The letter of Colonel
Kelly must be interesting reading on Russian af-
falys.  We shall have to wait until the British
mail arrives for the full text of it. Not alone
labor, but important seetions of the bourgeoisie
are also thoroughly disgusted and shanied at that
shameless militarist adventure against Soviet Rus-
sia. As a matter of faet: in the faee of eircum-
stances during the war, the bourgeoisie were com-
pelled to delegate a large eontrol of affairs into
the hands of the military junker elass in Britain.
and now the war is over, they find it hard to get
that econtrol back again, especially in view of the
inereasing inflience of the finanecial interests who
are largely interested in investments for exploita-
tion schemes in foreign These Im-
perialist financial interests and the military in-
terests have struck up a close and sinister part-
nership. That is 4hy that seetion of the bour-
geoisie represented by the London Daily News,
the Manchester Guardian, Commmon Sense, ete., are
more and more inclined to look indulgently on the
political demands of the labor movement hoping
for some kind of a working Alliance between them
and labor for the purpose of breaking the control
of the predatory and warlike Imperialist group
over the governmental powers of the country. To
the writer, it seems that the next elections in
Great Britain will fiad some sueh line up of op-
posing forees. Even if the Labor free-trade Lib-
eral Alliance did not get a majority in the United
Kingdom, they will still be likely to secure it, on
terms, from the constituencies in Ireland. Anyway,
the real issue, the class struggle, will be sufficient-
ly obscured from the masses of the people by one
means or another.

- * * -

GLASGOW, Sept. 9.—Under the presidency of
Stuart Bunning, representing the postal workers
the Trade Union Congress, the Parliament of Brit-
ish Labor, opened in St. Andrew’s Hall here Mon-
day, delegates in attendance representing organ-
ized workers numbering 5,250,000. This is an in-

‘countries.

crease in the trade unionist movement of over one~

million since the Congress met last year.

In his presidential address, Stuart Bumning
vigorously defended the action of the Parliament-
ary executive of the Trade Union Congress in re-

fusing to call a special assembly to diseuss the

question of direct action. It is plain there is acute
division on. the subjeet of a general strike on the
government’s policy, and the question will arise
today on the proposal of the Dyers’ Union to use
the strike for the abolition of eonsecription.

V. C.'S LETTER.

Clynes, Thomas, Henderson and Havelock Wil-
son will use all their eloquenee in defence of comn-
stitutionalism, but the letter of ~ Colonel Kelly,
V. (., giving his impression of the Russian situa-
tion, and charging the government with deliber-
ately misleading the nation has enormously streng-
thened the position of Smillie and Williams, who
will voiee the oﬁmom of the atrennst-. From
the Daily *‘Provinee.”

LABOR OONGRESS WANTS INCLUSION OF
GERMANY IN LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

GLASGOW. Sept. 9—Co-operation with Inter-
national Laborites in their campaign to procure
Germany's admission to the League of Nations,
andforminmedintemﬁﬂof“thehﬁntmty
provisions, which are inconsistent with statements
made on behalf of the Allies at the time of the
Armistice,”” | was overwhelmingly pledged today

" e Y
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by the trades uhion congress in session here.

The resolution was moved by Delegate Williams,
of the Transport Workers, who is a direet action-
ist and who urged it as the first step for the re-
conciliation of the ‘people’s inauguration of a new
era of international co-operation and good-will.

Victory For Direct - Action.

The champions of direct action today won a
clean-cut victory by the congress voting to refer
back a portion of the parliamentary committee’s
report owing to the failure to explain the com-
n'lnee s reason for refusing a few months ago te
call a special eonference for the purpose of dis-
cussing the advisability of employing direct action
to secure the abolition of conseription and other
questions.

The vote to refer back was 2,586,000 to 1,670,
000 against..

Before the vote was taken, W. W. Stuart Bun-
ning, presiding officer, warned the delegates that
a reference back of the report would be consider-
ed as a eensure of the parliament committee.

Chairman Brownlie of the executive ecouneil of
the Amalgamated Engineers, addressed the trades
union congress on the question of inereasing the
industrial output. He declared it was imperative
to maintain produetion. Mr. Smillie objected to
a ‘“‘lecture’’ being delivered by the speaker, while
Delegate Mills of the engineers said that Mr.
Brownlie had traduced the workers.

The congress took no aection on the subjeet.

The Nationalization Scheme.

Persons high in labor councils said it was not
easy to forecast the outcome of the agitation for
the nationalizatioh of industries. The miners may
invite the convention to declare that ‘‘fullest and
most effective action will be taken to secure the
nationalization of mines. The congréss has been
pledged year after year to the nationalization of
mines, railways and land: and hence the belief pre-
vailed last night that a resolution would be
adopted.

Free Trade Favored.

Among the resolutions adopted on Monday was
one in faver of the peliey of free trade. Another
resolution pledged the congress to support the
unionized actors in their efforts to unionize all
their amusements. The sponsor for this resolu-
tion argued that® its passage was necessary in
order to secure better living conditions for and
to proteet the morals of chorus girls.

The result of the vote on the parliamentary
committee’s report is atiributed to speeches by
Robert Smillie, Robert Williams and Frank
Hodges, the ‘‘big three’’ of the direct actionists.

Attack On Winston Churchill.

Mr. Smillie accused the parliamentary commit-
tee of denying to orgamized labor-the opportunity
of expressing its attitude that the government was
holding power under false pretences, as it was
elected on policies it had sinee repudiated, and
the committee had lost the confidence of the trade
unionists.

““The trade unionists in Russia today,”” he said,
““are fighting battles on behalf of Socialists of the
world.”’ :

Mr. Smillie denounced Winston Speneer
Churchill in conneetion with the Russian adven-
ture as ‘““a Gallipoi gambler and pinchback
Napoleon.’’

Chaifman Bunning charaeterized this inveetive .
as-cheap sareasm.

John Robert Clynes, former food econtroller and
Labor member of parliament, defending the com-
mittee, declared that British trade unionists were
more divided today than at any time during. the
war. He eounselled the continnance of efforts to
achieve reforms through the ballot, not thmgi ;
a strike—From the ‘‘Sun.”
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President Wilson’s Fall

WHH remembers President Wilson’s winged
phrases, soaring into the realms of pure
idealism, before he went to Paris, and compares
them with his latest utterances will realize what
a sink of iniquity Europe must be. - In so short
a time did it demoralize the high souled moralist
to the level of a Billingsgate fish wife. That cy-
nical old atheist, Clemenceau, and the little Welsh
attorney, George, were manifestly no fit company
for the former Saint Woodrow. On Thursday, he
told a meeting down in Montana, that he ‘‘knew
some crooks he could net help liking.’” That comes
of helping them to divide up the plunder. Among
other low habits he has aequired is a taste for
boasting, for he told the same audience that dur-
ing the war he ‘‘had wanted to take a gun and go
and fight.”” Then on his tour, the press reports
him as ‘‘using the language of the proletariat.”
as one to the manner born. Truth to tell the skid
road of sin is known to be well greased and down
grade all the way, and now he is on it, the Presi-
dent is yelling to all and sundry, that he at least
is no quitter. As evidence of the ““‘rakes progress’’
since his fall from grace, there is worse yet to tell.
He has also entered into the great and goodly
company occupying the late ’l'cddy Roosevelt’s
Annanias Club, and, bad ecess to the luek, the
world is the looser that Teddy is not here to close
the door behind him with the appropriate resound-
ing slam.

When before the Senate Committee on Foreign
relations, he was asked if he had any knowledge
prior to his going to Paris, of the various secret
treaties, entered into by the Allied powers, other
than the United States. He replied in the nega-
tive.
them. Yet the publication of some of them, not-
ably those published by the Russian Soviet Gov-
ernment had resulted in world-wide diseussion
during the years 1917-18, and early part of 1919.
Mr. A. J. Balfour in the British House of Com-
mons, on March 4, 1918. said that, ‘‘Presgident Wil-
son was kept well informed’’ as to the Allies
treaties. Again, the Paect of London which dis-
posed of territories among the belligerents was
the subject of vigorous discussion in the Italian
Parliament during the summer of 1917, and this
discussion, says the New York Nation, was instru-
mental in the overthrow of the Besselli-Sonnino
Government. Yet this President of the United
States says thht he knew nothing of them all this
time that the world was ringing with the diseus-
sion. Here is one of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee asking him questions. Senator Johnson.
““These specific treaties, then, the Treaty of Lon-
don, on the basis of which Italy entered the war;
the agreement with Roumania, in August, 1916;
the various agreemients in respect to Asia Minor;
and the agreements consummated in the winter of
2917 between France and Russia relative to the
frontiers of Germany, particularly in relation to
the Saar Valley and the left bank of the Rhine—
of none of these did we have (and when I say
“we,”” 1T mean you, Mr. President)) any know-
ledge prior to the conference at Paris?’’

The President: ‘‘No Sir. 1 ean econfidently

Said he had not the slightest knowledge of~

On Advising Them

(Jerome K. Jgrome, in ‘‘Common Sense.’’)

And now we have Mr. Vere Staepoole writing
to the Manchester Guardian to urge ‘‘Mr. Smillie
and other leaders of Labor'' te pause for a mo-
ment and, think, ‘‘Let them lift their eyes from

“hé moment and look towards- the future,”’ the

suggestion being that, left to themselves, ‘‘Mr.
Smillie and other leaders’’ would never dream of
thinking where they were going. Mr. Vere Stae-
poole is- eonvineed that if Mr. Robert Smillie and

the others could only know the ‘‘facts’’ that are

so plain to Mr. V. S, then Mr. Smillie and the
others would ‘‘forget everything’’ and turn as
men never turned- before to save themselves, ‘‘and
us.”” I congratulate Mr. V. S. on his honesty in
adding those last two words. Generally, gentle-
men who preach the blessings of hard work and

obedience to.the laboring classes talk as if they

answer that question no. in regard to myself.”’

Senator Johnson: ‘“When our Government,
through you, Mr. President, in January, 1918,
made the Fourteen Points as the basis of peace,
were those points made with a knowledge of exist-
ence of the secret agreements?”’

The President: ‘“No. Oh, no.”

Says the New York Nation, in comment, ‘‘ What
can we do but shake our heads in perplexity over
these astounding confessions of ignorance on the
part of statesmen who more than any other dis-

cussed the aims of the war and the basis of peace,"’

and in whose hands for a time lay the destiny of
the world? In another place it says, ‘‘Is it the
truth—this confession of unpardonable innocence
and ignorance! This is the unpleasant question
foreéd upon the réader of the report of President
Wilson’s interview with the Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations. The question springs into the
mind unwillingly. How is it possible to conceive
that the President of the United States knew noth-
ing of the secret treaties before he went to Paris,
and that he has not yet seen the text of them?
Dr. E. T. Williams, one of the American experts
on Far Eastern affairs, reports the President as
having said on April 22, 1919. ‘that the war seem-
ed to have been fought to establish the sanectity of
treaties, and while some of them were unconseion-
able, it looked as though it would be necessary
to recognize them. Thus the war for democraecy
and permanent peace, the war for the Fourteen
Points, has turned out to be in part a war for the
recognition of the secret treaties. But at the in-
terview, the President of the United States more
than onee solemnly declared that he knew nothing
at all, either officially or unofficially, of the seeret
treaties until he went to- Paris.”

And the ‘“Nation’’ was once one of his stoutest
supporters. Thus the progress of its disillusion-
ment. We have no sympathy for the ‘‘Nation.”’
We warned it at the time. But it regarded us as
mere bush leaguers. We advise its staff to study
the columns of the Red Flag in future. Neither
have we any sympathy for the excited erowds at-
tending Senators Johnson and Borah’s meetings
who are now calling for Wilson’s blood, beeause,
after all, he did not ‘“keep us out of the war.”

Will they never learn that the needs of eapital
must dominate the course of affairs in society so
long as the competitive eapitalist system remains.
Capital is the loom that weaves and shapes the
pattern of our policies. It is the form within
which all our activities must move. To fail as a
eapitalist nation to secure markets and the con-
trol of the sources of raw materials, and to aid in
securing and keeping them. maintain armies and
navies and form seeret alliances, is to court dis-
aster. They are the weapons of the competitive
struggle. Awl 80, when statesmen raise
their voiees proclaiming ligh moralities: When
the devil quotes the seriptures—look out.

CH OV, SERALTIR b SRR

had no other object than the welfare of the com-
mon people themselves. From many conversations
I have had with working men, I can warn Mr.
Vere Stacpoole and others that the present mood
of Labor is more dangerous than is imagined by
ladies and gentlemen sympathizing with what they
regard as its ‘‘legitimate aspirations.”’ Labor is
stirring to aspirations that they would not econ-
sider legitimate. Labor’s idea of “unity” is a
society marching forward with Labor not at the
tail, but at the head. The Labor leaders that ecount
are not particularly conecerned with Mr. Lloyd
George’s well-filled sack labelled ‘‘Higher Wages
and Shorter Hours.””. They know that they ean
bbtain these ‘‘legitimate aspirations’’ whenever
they choose to insist upon them. And they also
know that Higher Wages ecan immediately be -
countered by Higher Prices, leaving things where
they were; that Shorter Hours wonld simply mean
““speeding up.”” They are not mules nor horses.
They are men, even as the gentlemen with the
chaff and the halter and the winking eye. And .
they are seeking to win for their elass what has
always been the chief incentive to human effort.
and_that is Power.
® E3 L J *

A writer in the Times, where one does not
usually look for insight and understanding, states
quite clearly the ‘““root ecause’’ of the present La-
bor unrest: ‘“This unrest and restlessness of
workers really means that our Jndustrial popula-
tion has made up its mind that for the future no
matter what the national need may be, it will not
be disciplined, managed, or econtrolled by any
authority, whether that authority be a private em-
ployer or a State department, which it does not
choose by its own unfettered will to recognize as
fit and suitable and whose dictate it does not con-
sider sound and reasonable.”’ Labor will not rest
until, in place of being the servant, it has beecome
the master of the world. To this end it intends
to use every means in its power, and it will not
be turned from its purpose by homilies in the
press, preaching that foree is no remedy, that all
forms of violence are immoral, that war—that is,
war with the adjective ‘‘class’’ in front of it—is
against the prineiples of Christianity. Labor does
not intend to remain for ever the beast of burden;
to have its wages and its prices regulated for it
by winking gentlemen; to be conseripted at the
will of Winston Churchill and used as cannomn
fodder at the whim of newspaper bosses. Journal-
ists and politicians who for the last five years have
been ridieuling the Sermon on the Mount, will
make a mistake if they think Labor will not use
its opportunities. Capitalism, having slaughtered
twelve million of the young men for its own sor-
did ends—still slaughtering for the purpose of
making the world safe from Demoeracy—has over-
spent its strength, is lying bankrupt and feeble.
For the moment it is full of sentiment. “‘Let
Labor.”’ writes Mr. Vere Stacpoole, ‘‘forego for &
few years its dreams of a reeconstrueted society.’’
Wait till eapital has recovered and is again in the
saddle. Wait till that halter is again round Labor’s
neek, and it can be driven as before with bridle,
whip and spur. Labor represents 90 per cent. of
the people in every country. Now is the time to
reconstruct society on the ‘‘constitutional’’ prin-
ciple of the rule of the majority.

ANNOUNCEMENT

W. A PRITOHARD AND B. JOHNS, of
anuveruln-

day, the
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PAGE FIVE

“THE UNSOLVED RIDDLE”

IN the Vaneouver Province of .\'nlurda_v. Sept.
6, appeared the second of the weekly install-
ments of Professor Leacoek’s series of articles en-
titled the ‘‘Unsolved Riddle of Soecial Justice.”’
This second installment justifies what we said
after reading the first one, that the series are well
worth the attention and study of every worker.

His first installment was a diseription of the
eonditions in soeiety” today. with its extremes of
wealth and poverty and its perplexing paradox of
boundless productive powers which yet are never
exerted to their capaecity in the satisfaction of the
simplest and most necessary human needs. ‘‘Thus”’
he said, an observer, watching, would see among the
huge mass of accumulated commodities the simp-
lest wants would go ® unsatisfied. Half-fed men
would dig for diamonds, and men sheltered by a
erazy roof erect the marble walls of palaces. The
observer might well remain perplexed at the
pathetic diseord between human work and human
wants.
be at fault with the social instinets of man or
with the social order under which he lives.’” Pro-
fessor Leocock also pointed out that not more than
one adult worker in ten was employed in produe-
ing necessary things, the other nine performing
superfluolls services. These matters he proposad
to examine in futuyre installments.

We, ourselves, however, will now take into
consideration this matter of the diversion of
labors to the production of supetfluities before
the needs of esrtain sections of the péople for the
necessaries of life have been fully satisfied. But
before dealing with the above anarehie condition,
there is another related phenomenon-which should
be mentioned aé making possible the diversion of
Jabors, at least to the extent to which it oceurs,
and that is the curtailment of all’ lines“of pro-
duetive aetivity to meet the demands of the mar-
ket. It must be understood that this market is
only effective as a purchasing capacity market
which i8 another thing than the consumption capa-
¢ity of the buyers. The reason produetion stops
short of supplying consumption needs of the labor-
ing masses either in gquality or quantity is beeanse
their purchasing capacity is low. They produee
more than they can buy back. This- allows the
diversion of labor power to the production of
superfluities for those of higher purchasing capa-
city. Thus one class sows that another may reap,
endires an insufficiency that another may have
a superfluity, lives in huts that another may live
in palaces. The queauon then becomes. as the
root of the matter, what is the cause of the low
purchasing capacity of the laboring masses of the
‘ people. Tt is because being dispossessed of means
of production, they must, perforee, in order to
lfive, sell their power to labor to the capitalist
elass who are the owners of the means of produe-
tion. Wages are the price of labor power and the
competition on the labor market determines what
that price nhall be. Suffice it to say, that the
¢ompetition is always keen enough to keep that
price and  consequently the pnrdusmg eapacity
of the wage vorkem low. An inerease in produe-
tive capacity may thus, instead of benefiting the
workers,  flood the market and throw large
numbers out of employment.

nmuthmmot.bercffecttobenoudo!the
eapitalist control of industry, one which was dealt

“ wyith in last issue in extracts from Thorstein Veb-
len’s ‘“State of the Industrial Arts.”” This effect
4s the dropping short, of the soeial industrial plant
a8 a whole, in its possibilities as a producer by
~ Agliberate 1 ment of its businesslike owners
in order to ;mre profitable prices, for its pro-
duets. Looking at the matter from the point of

,vicwoftheommongood in order to throw a

on the subject, the capitalist owners may be

sabotaging on the community, though '

to be
tllh legally of course and as. Veblen might
ruI&of the

Something, he would feel assured, must-

We . quoted Veblen as saying that produc-
tion- engineers had stated in publie that the great
controlled by the vested in-
terests, only approached 25 per cent. -of their pro-
ductive ecapacity and that in private and eon-
fidentially they were more disposed to place the
rating at nearer 10 per cent. than 25. _So that,
in considering the matter of the stated paradox
of Professor Leacock, of a productive ecapacity
thirty or forty times greater now than in the
handieraft stage yet still leaving the masses of
the people in abject poverty, we have besides his

game.

essential industries.

factor of the diversion of nine in ten to the pro--

duetion of superfluities, also to consider, what he
so far has not mentioned, that is, the businesslike
curtailment of production in view of . profitable
prices on the market. This latter businesslike pro-
ceeding is a necessity undér ecapitalist produetion
for sale. and is of fundamental importance as a
factor to be considered in the quest of ‘‘Social
Justice’’ upon which our professor has started
out. However, he is on his way, somewhat hur-
riedly into the second installment, so we, perforece,
must follow him.

installment, Professor Leacock
the point of view of the
period of 18th and early 19th century, as mani-
fested in the doctrines of the ‘‘Rights of Man’’ of
the French Declaration and the American Con-
stitution. This was the era of individualism, the
foremost protagonists of which amongst the eclas-
sieal political economists, was Adam Smith, author
of the “Wealth of Nations.”” It was the era in
which, par excellence, the rights of the individual
were philosophically and juridically justified. In
law: the rights of ownership were paramount, and
among the rights of ownership was the right of
free disposal. Nothing was to be allowed to in-
terfere with trade and commerce. -Tariffs were
tabu, likewise combinations in restraint of trade,
as for example. organizations of laborers.. In
this system of ‘‘natural liberty,’”’ all men were
compélled by the law to be free and equal before
the law. Of course, compelled. It was -claimed that
necessary anti-combiniation restrictions fell equally
on the vested interests engaged in business as on
the working population engaged in industry! So
that the measures taken to safeguard the natural
rights of ownership applied with equal force to
those who owned and those who did not. As some-
one has said, ‘“The majestic equality of the law
forbids the rich as well as the poor to sleep under
bridges or to beg on the street corners.”

‘It has been shown in the preceding chapter of
these papers,” he says, ‘‘that the age of machinery
has been in a certain sense one of triumph, of the
triumphant conquest of nature, but in another
sense one of perplexing failure. The new forces

In this second
presents to us finely

_controlled by mankind have been powerless as yet

to remove want and destitution, hard work and
social discontent. In the midst of accumnlnud
wealth, social justice seems as far away as ever.’
He then proceeds, ‘It remains now to discuss the
intellectual development of the modern age of ma-
chinery and the way in which it has moulded the
thoughts. and outlook of mankind.” = So far if
the professor keeps on with his materialistie inter-
pretation, a bad outlook presents itself for the
theories of ““Natural rights”’ and “‘free will.”
“The influence of environment conditions if it
does not control the mind of man. So it comes
dbout that every age or generation has its dom-
inant and uppermost thoughts, its peculiar way
of looking at things and its peculiar basis of opin-
jon on which its colleetive action and its soeial
regulations rest. All this is largely uneonseious.’

How truly materialistic! The Marxians are justi-

fied by the bourgeois professor. Their method is
now. ‘uneonseiously shall we charitably say, sinee
it receives no acknowledgemént, ineorporated into
the common body of intellectual thought of today.
He proceeds with his disenssion of the effects of

the machine age environment on the minds of men
and on their - institutions, into which discussion
we can not follow him far because of lack of spaece.

““The average citizen of three generations ago
was ‘probably not aware that he way an extreme
individualist. The average citizen of today is
probably not aware that he has ceased to be one.
The. man of three generations ago had ecertain
ideas which he held to be axiomatic, such as that
his house was his castle and that property was
property, and that what was his was his. But
these were things so obvious that he eould not
conceive of any reasonable person doubting them.
So, too, with the man of today. He has-eome to
believe in such things as old age pensions, national
insurance. He submits to bachelor taxes, and he
pays for the education of other people’ children:
he speculates much on the limits of inheritance-
and he even meditates profound alterations in the
right -of property in land. His house is no
longer his castle. . He is no longer an indivi-
dualist. He has become by brute force of circum-
stances a sort of collectivist, puzzled only as to
how .much of a collectivist to be.”” Not much in that
description of the ‘‘idealist’’ theory of sodiety
struggling ever towards the light and truth and
the brotherhood of man. Rather man seems to re-
sist the process which drags him on, tearing him
by force away from his fondly cherished tradi-
tional beliefs. Not understanding the forces

around him, nor whither they tend, he unconscious-

ly reacts to the instinctive feeling that a bird in
the hand is worth two in the bush and moves for-
ward - reluctantly with many a backward glanece.
“However,’”’ says the professor, ‘‘individualism of
the extreme type is, therefore, long sinee out of
date. To attack it, is merely to kick a dead dog.
But the essential problem of today is, in a Soeia-
list commonwealth, can justice be found? There
are others who tell us—and they number many
millions—that we must abandon them entirely
(meaning individualistic  ideas.) Industrial so-
ciety, they say, must be reorganized from top to
bottom; private industry must cease. All must
work for the State; only in a Socialist common-
wealth can justice be found.”’

Did Professor Leacock, in thus presenting the
case for Socialists in such bald fashion intend to
to diseredit their program? We wonder!

Socialists are students of history, not for the
purpose of mémorizing interesting events and
prominent personages- but to understand the pro-
cess of social development, its competent forces
and their tendencies. Their study shows them
that the great basie forece determining the course
of social development is the changing methods of
production. It sets both.the pace and the diree-
tion. And no matter what resistance may be of-
fered, it finally swings+all other forms of social
activity into its line of progress. Hence the law
of the process is, adaptation, and this is finally
done econsciously or uneonsciously, at no matter
what cost of seorrow and distress. Professor
Leacock himself points out, that the industrial
revolution marked the dawn of an age of
socializedl produective aetivity which was fer-
tile in corresponding new ideas and new human
relationships, but. still the world is filled with
poverty and social unrest. Evidently then, society

‘is not adapting itself to the demands of these de-

termining forces. An examination of the present
system of produetion shows to the Socialist that
this is so. Tt shows him.that because the means
of produetion are owned by one class in society,
that the produets must be sold before the owners
ean réalize their profits. They must be sold on a
market entailing commercial competitions, wars,
and a limiting of produection aetivity in accord-

‘" anee with the demands of the market and a eon-

sequent - unemployment, low wages and impover-
ishment of the class who because, dispossessed of

(Continued Ori Page Eight.)
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Russian Soviets and the People of the World

Maxime Gorki.
July 31.)

By

(From the ‘‘Socialist,”’

HE international meeting of December 19 has
been a_ Russian proletarian fete,” and one
would wjsh that this great day of the Russian
Revalption may last long, for ever, in the memory
of the workers.

It is not so much that the discourses were of
great importanee, fresh and deep words spoken
to the Russian people by the representatives of
different States, different mations of Europe and
Asia, but what was of 50 mueh significance and
importanee was the feeling of burning confidence
towards._the Russian worker, and the (-olﬁp]ete
understanding the recognition of his historie role
expressed by the 23 orators, )

Hindoos and Kogpeans, English, Persian, French,
Chinesé, Turks and others spoke, in fact, on the
same- theme—Imperialism. Imperialism which has
through - its greediness lost itself in the madness
and shame of massaecres,” drunk with blood, dig-
ging its own tomb, revealing to the whole workers
of the world with terrible evidence its inhumanity
and cynieism.

But, I say, it is not this eriticism of the old so-
eial order already well known and familiar to the
ears of the masses of the workers; it is not the
verdiet of international equity pronounced on this
band of evil doers. This was not the essential
gignificance of the meeting.

But it was in the unanimous  sentiment with
which the prayers of the dead were spoken over
the past, with which the joyous welcome was ad-
dressed to the regenerated Russian Révolution,
ealling to its help all people, and ealling them to
the help of the workers of all countries. In the

e hole of the speeches one felt the assurance that

ia, having by the Wwill of history taken the
vanguard part of Soecialism, would fill with suec-
eess and honor this role. diffieult but great, and
‘would lead all peoples to follow towards the crea-
tion of a new life.
These discourses in different languages, pene:
-—

—_— =

trated with one feeling, had a marvellous reson-
ance, and suggested the convietion that only the
wish of the people, rationally directed, is eapable
of accomplishing these miracles.

And is it not in truth a miracle? Sinee /the
finish of the 18th century the monarchist people
of Russia aecomplished immutably the shameful
and bloody task of strangling all revolytionary or
emancipating movements in East and West, our
soldiers have blindly fought against the revolu-
tionary armies of France in the great French Re-
volution, have crushed many times without merey
the national revolutionary movement in Poland,
have aided in 1848 the Austrian monarchists to
stifle the revolution in Hungary, have killed eon-
stitutional Turkey in 1878-79, have laid violence
on. Persia, have drownéd-in bleod - the national
movements in China,/in a word, havé played the
part-of executioner of liberty everywhere where
they have beeni sént by an autocracy greedy and
afraid.

And today towards these people the hearts and
eyes of all peoples, of all the workers of the earth
are turning; all are looking on Russia with hope,
with theé great hope. with the certainty that she
will be able to worthily and powerfully earry out
the part she has taken up of being  the forece
which shall liberate the world from the rusted
¢hains of the past. '

This certainty, this hope, has been best expres-
sed in his speech by Comrade Youssoupof, repre-
senting Turkeystan and Bukaria. He in the most
eonvineing and lively fashion gave expression to
the world-wide conseciousness of the Russian
liberation :

‘““Do not complain,’”’ said he, ‘‘that your exist-
ence is hard; you Hive taken up a work which de-
mands the grehtest saerifices, which demands ab-
negation, unshakeable courage, disinterestedness,
and incessant work.’”’’ Such was the tone of his
discourse, and one may say it was exaetly what
was wanted.

As a faet, the Russian Soecialist worker is at-
tracting the attention of the world; as though be-

fore humanity he was pasSing the exannnatlon of
his. political maturity; he stands before all men
the ereator of new forms ‘of life. This is the first
time that a decisive attempt to realize the Soecial-
ist idea has ever been made on so large a secale,
the attempt to put a body to this theoretical life,
which one may eall the religion of the workers.

One ean well understand that the attention of

“the whole of working humanity should be directed

towards, Russia, for we are working for the world,
for the whole planet.

And the interest- of the working world concen-
trated upon the Russian Socialist obliges him to
high and firm, keep the flag flying, for he appears
historically as the master and example for hun-
dreds of thousands and millions of men.

Despite actual circumstances of  extreme dif-
fieulty, he ought to be valiant, stoical, reasonable,
generous, disinterested and stubborn in the work.

Hé ought to know that he himself is poisoned
with the poison with which the possessing classes
have contaminated the universe. He should know
that ‘the cruelty and bestiality towards the ‘next,
and -all that o which reposes the old world, has
entered also into his blood.

He who now is free behaves always towards
work like a slave; yet it is only econcentrated
work, obstinate, disinterested, that can tear up by
the roots all the horrors of the aneient world.

I do not think these disquieting reflections
should be out of place here before the speeches of
praise addressed to the Russian workers on theé
occasion of their first international fete.

Comeades! all the workers of the earth are
turning their eyes upon you with a bright hope.
They want to see in you new men, upright, incor-
ruptible, indefatigable in their work of construet-
ing a new world.

Show: then, to the whole world that you are
new men. Show to the world what there is in you
that is more human—your lové, your generosity,
your open honesty, and how well you know how

to work !-From La Vie,
= —y

Indian Trade Unions

(Fpom the ‘‘Daily Herald,”’ Aug. 14.)

Labor Leader Gives Starling Facts to Committee.

After the landlords had given evidence before
the Joint Committee, Mr. B. P. Wadia, who is
known as the father of Trade Unionism in India,
and is president of the Madras Labor Union, gave
evidence.

He drew attention to the long hours worked in
Madras, pointing out that the welfgre of the
laborers had been left in the hands of the Govern-
ment, that is, in the hands of the people repre-
senting the British bureaueracy instead of under
the control of Ministers responsible to the Indian

le.
Pe;l:;ked as to the number of members of his
Union, Mr. Wadia said that they amounted to
about 20,000. He was confident that Trade Union-
ism had come to stay in India, as he was receiv-
ing invitations from all parts of the country to
form branches; even amongst the agricultural
workers there was a movement for combined ac-

o " Unbearable Condition.

Social conditions had reached a point when they

m no longer bearable; and the laborers look to-
ward political power as one means of remedying

their condition.

As to the frightening away of British etptul
the witness said that under present conditions the
bringing in of British money Wwas of very
tionable value, though if conditions changed,
jsh capital might be welcome. ‘Hie wanted Lclgor

enfranchised, ~ especially in the large industrial

centres.

As to the organization capacity of the laborers,
Mr. Wadia said that they were very unlikely in-
deed to follow any leader blindly. Hejdid not
wish special representation for the’ workers, but
wanted them to be part of the general- electorate.

Mr. Jinnah, delegate from the All-India Muslim
League, who was supported by the Hon. Mr.
Yakub Hasau, also gave evidence. These witnesses
supported the view from almost all those who had
previously given evidence that if the Billywas put
in use it must grant some measure of responsi-
bility in the Central Government, and there must
also be full provincial autonomy.

Chamber of Commerce Heard.

A memorandum was handed in representing the
views of the South Indian Chamber of Commerce,
which showed the immense political change whi¢h
had eome over the merchants of India, who were
now fully determined to seeure the full use of
their political rights and powers.

SYRIA.

France wishes to be the power ‘‘under whose

care Syna is to be developed to ultimate i);dc

pendence.’’ At the same time France objeets
vigorously to a nationalist movement being en-
conraged in Syria. Jmtmctlywhttdoesi‘nme
mean by ‘‘ultimate independence?’’

“SURRENDER, OR BE HANGED.”

How Joseph’s Men Dealt With Socialist Ministers.
(From the “‘Daily Herald,” August 14.)

PARIS.—“We determined to extérminate the
Moderate Soecialist Government because it was the
direct inheritor of Bela Kun’s policies, which we
eould not tolerate.”’

This is an extraect Qfom an amazingly candid
statement made to a ecorrespondent by Friedrich,

*the Archduke Joseph’s Prime Minister.

‘““We therefore.”” he continued, ‘‘simply sur-
rounded the building where the Pleidl Govern-
ment was in session—the Roumanian General hav-
ing given us permission—and demanded imméd-
iate surrender. It was at first refused absolutely.
But whepn the Socialist Ministers understood that
refusal meant swift hanging for themselves, and
that Budapest was completely in the hands of
their engmies:, they gave in.’’

No Divinity Hedges Bela Kun.

It.now appears that Joseph lived quietly at his

chatéau near Budapest during the Soviet .regime.

"It is interesting to compare this treatment with

that accorded by the Entente to ‘‘bloody’’ ‘Bela
Kun. - According to a radio dispateh received here " -
today, the Communist Jeader has been taken from
the, village near Vienna, where he was living with
pesuntu, and gaoled- in one of the State peni-
tentiaries.

Noel Buxton, in a talk with me, Mys that of
wramuelly alone (who, it now appears, was mur-!
dered by Monarchist troops instead of having
cominitted suicide,) he believes there may be some’
foundation for Monarchist charges of brutality.
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Ten Mmutes Talk With the Workers

(From the Glasgow ‘‘Socialist.’”)

Wage Slavery and Real Progreu.

T is ‘quite eommon nowadays to talk about our
class as wage-slaves. But for some reason or
other our present day masters or employers don’t
like to hear it. They are evidently afraid lest it
“should bring home to you: just exactly what your
status or place in society really is. Yet there
probably eould not be found in' the Llnglish lan-
guage two words capable of expressing our social

standing in such an apt and eonerete manner.

Why the Term Wage-slave?

There was a time, indeed, when we could leave
one employer and go to another—although even
that privilege is-curtailed now with the week’s
notice—but never since we became dependent on
an employer could we leave the whole employing

without risking starvation. It is this state
of affairs due to our class privileged arrgngement
of things which has given rise to the térm wage-
slave. But do not on that account feel ashamed
of yourself. Tt is only shallow-pated snobs who
decorate themselves in tinsel and try to deceive
their fellows that they are not wage-slaves. Such
pretentiousness.. however, doesn’t carry them very
far, sinee nearly every worker is a walking hall-
mark of the oecupation he or she follows, as wit-
ness, for instance, the gait of a miner or the twist-
ed shoulders of a dressmaker, etc.

Chattel-slavery and Wage-slavery.
Were you to compare the status of our class to-
, day with the position of our fellows in other
periods of history, yon would find we had not
wvery much to brag about,. Of course, we could not
with accuracy be classed as chattel-slaves or, say,
. merfs as the terms are wused in histm'ical worka
_But while it is trne that we
““from thes¢ by the $ eiﬁzenship—-
d!mttmjoﬂtyofmclm‘m,whﬂeith
also trug that we are permitted to combine and
‘possess a big margin of freedom to express our
. views in the press or in the publie market place,
i ————— —— - —
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' EUGENE V. DEBS.

(Liberator)

~ Eugene Debs was transferred from the West
Virginia prison: to which he was sentenced, and
‘sent to the Atlanta penitentiary. It happened just
as the hot wedther of summer began to make the
Atlanta penitentiary unbearable., In the West Vir-
ginia prison Debs had been: given light work and
comparatively decent quarters. His health was de-
fended, and his age and the glevation of his mo-
gives were respected by those ted to hold
“ him in confinement. In the Atlanta penitentiary
" Debs is treated as a common criminal, He goes to
work in the clothing department at 8 o’clock in
the morning and works until noon. One hour is
. allowed for dinner, and at one o'clock he returns

:‘, ;uthuhoind\orhnnﬁls.ﬁ. Twenty minutes

is then allowed for outdoor recreation. Supper
follows, and at 5 o’clock he is locked in his cell,
and stays there until seven o’clock the next morn-
hg—fourtoen consgeutive hours. “
ﬂﬁhthcmudwhiehourmrlcmnpubhe

‘lm to her most noble citizen=-the man of whom

,‘ ‘s renowned scientist, Alfred Wallace, said, “Eu-

.gene V. Debs is. a great man;” of whom a re.’

WMJmuWhnmaneynid"God

mmdmmdamm
place of more effectual torture, may

tonnewmperreportnyhohd

a laconic remark of Attorney-

At is now common knowledge that there is ot 80

much an absolute or "unquestioned right about
such things as a tactical toleration by the ruling
class. This is evident in all periods of crisis, and
was very pronounced during the recent war.

But from the point of view of economie freedom
the slave and the serf had advantages which we—
the modern wage-slaves—might' very well envy.
They :were not haunted by the bugbear of unem-
ployment such as you and I. If they fell sick
they were not left to the soulless merey of a panel
doctor. Nor had they to spend three-fourths of
their life struggling ‘to-maintain large insurance
companies that they might ride to their graves in
a well-polished earriage ‘and pair as we do today.

How Differences Are Obscured.

differences between us—
the wage-slaves—and the chattel-slaves are ob-
scured by the wages system. Whereas the rela-
tion of the chattel-slave to his master or the serf
to his lord was as clear as daylight, the relation
of the modern wage-slave to his employer is hid-
den, thanks to his means of subsistence being com-
pounded and expressed in money.

All the comparative

It may not have struck you before that in the
Jast analydis and from the standpoint of our class
relationship the wages system covers up a multi-
tude of sins. It transfers, for instance, the res-
pongibility for maintaining the wage-slaves from
the shoulders of the master on to the slave him-
self. By cunning. trickery and deceit, backed up
by the power which their control over the means
of wealth production gives them, the employing
class always make it their business to ensure that
the wage-slaves—that is, you and I—only get as
mueh as keeps us going on from day to day as
workers. That is why you witness such apparent
pig-headedness on the part of your employers
when you strike, even for a farthing an hour.

How Real Wages Are Determined.
It is well, therefore, that you should have no

doubts in your mind as to what your, wages re-
present. There is, as you are aware, a difference
between nominal, or the money form of your
wages, and your real wages, i.c., what you can get
for your money. Your real wage is akin to the
cost of production of all other commodities. Just
as the value of all the elements contained, say, in
this paper go to make up the cost of its produe-
tion, and may be expressed in its natural price as
distinguished from its market price, so in the
same way the cost of food. elothing, housing, edu-
eation, reeréation, ete., not only for the worker,
but for his wife and family, may he reckoned up
and expressed in a figure—his real wage—as dis-
tingnished from the number of coins which he ae-
tually gets. This latter difference is continually
varying, but you would do well to keep ‘your eyes
steadily fixed not so mueh upon the coins you get
as on their purchasing power, which may be taken
as a definition of real wages.

Towards Real Progress.

While it is true that our social conveniences,
and, therefore, outlook, are greater and wider
than they were to our fore-fathers a century ago;
admitted that with sanitary equipment, facilities
for travel, education and sport our present day
life is fuller than the life of our village forbears,
but contrasted with the possibilities. that are at
hand for improvement even orr these, it is more
than ever necessary to make a bid for change.

The social appetites of our forefathers had to be
adjusted to the possibilities of the age they lived
in. That is why progress has beén made. We
should not be worthy of their inheritance if. in-
stead of aspiring to the possibilities of our age, we
were to do nothing because, forsooth, we believed
we were better off than they.

It is in the determiration to satisfy our vuntl,
and not in their suppressior, lies the wiy towards
real progress. Hence the need for paying atten-
tion to real wages pending the abolition of the

wages system. T. B.
—

—_ s - — — — ——
prisoners: ‘‘He may change his mind.”

Debs will not change his mind, and there is only
one way to save his life and bring him back to
the ranks of his fellow-citizens who love him. We
must compel a general amnesty for all. That is
the task which his true revolutionary attitude has
placed upon the workers. It is the rallying point
of the social-revolution. "

WAR BY STARVATION. i

The Blockade and American Exports to Russia.
(Fromi ‘‘Soviet Russia,”’ August 9.)

The latest issue of the Monthly Summary of
Foreign Commerce of the Unitéd States contains
very significant figures bearing upon the effect
of the blockade of Russia on the American export
trade. The exports from the United States to Rus-
sia in Europe for the eleven months ending May
31, 1917, 1918, 1919 respectively, compared as
follows: ¢

Year
1917

Value
$397,568,911
1918 116.705,346
1919 7,150,994

AhhonchSiboﬂnmnotmelndedmthebloek
ade, nevertheless the blockade of European Russia
and the operations of Kolchak and his allies and
associates have had the same effect upon exports

. from the United States to Russia in Asia as that

disclosed by the preceding figures. The exports
from the United States to Russia in Asia for the
_eleven months ending May 31, 1917, 1918, 1919
‘respectively, compare as iollo\n
+ Year
1917

Value
$126,744179
1918 34,718,541
1919 30,217,166
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LABOR FEDERATION COUNCIL MEETINGS.

WASHINGTON, Distriet of Columbia.—Among _
leaders of organized Labor in Washington to attend
meetings of the executive council of the Ameriean
Federation of Labor, which will begin this morning
at 10 o’clock and continue for a week or more. the
opinion is expressed generally that the decisions to
be reached will be the most momentous in the his-
tory of the movement in the United States.

The Plumb plan for the nationalization of the
railroads will be another major subject before the
exeeutive council of the federation. It is believed
that by the time the council finishes its sessions s
definite program for organized Labor will be for-
mulated, as regards not only the railroads, but the
steel and iron and other industries. Frank Mor-
rison, secretary of the federation, said yesterday
that all questions affecting orgavized Labor would
come before the eouneil.

HE MEANT CAPITALIST CONQUEST.

An “Insult To Muslims.'’

The Muslim congregation in London, assembled
for Friday prayers at 111 Campden Hill road, un-
animously passed a resolution indignantly protest-
ing against the Prime Minister’s description of
General Allenby’s campaign in Palestine as a
erusade for Christian conquest of territories which
have long been Muslim. That deseription they
consider as an insult to our Muslim soldiers who
assisted in that conquest and the Muslim allies
whose adherence made it possible.

Newsagents in Vancouver for the Red Flag—W.,
Love Hastings street, next to Royal Theatre. Qi-
luombia: News Agency, corner Hastings and
bia. John Green, Carrall street, near Wate;
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OUR LITERATURE. l

The Communist, Manifesto, at the rate of $8 per

100. Single copies 10 cents.

Manifesto of the Socialist Party of Canada . . $6

per 100. Single copies 10 cents.

Slave of the Farm . . $6 per 100. Single copies

10 cents.

The Present Economic System, by Professor W. A
- ’ v

Bonger . . $6 per .100. Single copies 10 cents

Utopian and Scientific . . Single copies

%13 per 100. ¢

Socialism,
15 cents.

Wage Labor and Capital . . $8 per 100. Single

copies 10 cents.

Capitalist Production, being the first nine chapters
of Vol. 1. Marx’s Capital . . Single copies, paper
cloth bound, $1.00.

“Ten Days That Shook the World,”’ By John
Reed—$2.10.

Kolchak, Autoerat and Tyrant. The actual story
of Kolehak and his methods told by an American
official recently returned from Siberia. With
this is ineluded, Anti-Bolsheviks and Mr. Spargo,
by William Hard. Taken, with apologies. from
the July 9 ‘“New Republie’’ . . $6 per 100. 10
cents per single copy.

cover, 50 cents;

: “Industrial History of England,”” By H. De B.
Gibbens—$1.50.

“Six Red Months
Bryant—$2.10.

in Russia.’”’ By Louise
Postage ' Paid.
Make all Money Orders payable to C. Stephenson,

401 Pender Street Bast, Vancouver, B. C.

of the French armament firms must make
the shareholders in British egfapanies green with
envy. Th Societe %hkm, according to a
French pape™ 18 PLying 200 per cent. for 1918.
This eompar{g}!&ﬁ 100 per cent. for 1917, 75 per
eent. -for 1910vand 8 per cent. for 1913. In Sep-
tember, 1916, and in May, 1918, additional shares
were created, and on each oecasion a bonus of 100
per cent. on the existing shares was given, the re-
quired amount being taken from reserve and made
payable in cash or shares.

Some

“THE UNSOLVED RIDDLE."”

(Continued From Page Five)

ownership must operate the machinery of produe-
tion for a mere livelihood.

The case then presents itself, as that the pro-
duetive forces are not allowed full and free play
to satisfy the needs of society, because they are
bound by the rules of the institutions of class
ownership of the means of production and pro-
duetion for sale. The solution almost states itself.
Free the productive forees from these bonds. Let
the already soeially operated means of production
be also owned socially for the benefit of society
as & whole. Beyond the general proposition of
freeing the productive forces from the capitalistie
bonds, the socialists do not lay down details, any-
more than the protagonists of the bourgeoisie in
the eighteenth century could have lain down the
details for future adaptations in the developing
capitalist society. We have something to say,
however, as to what must be done before these
productive forces can be freed.  First, the masses

of the people must be brought to a knowledge of -
what is wrong both by education and through bit- -

~ fer experience. When the people realize that it
is class ownership of the means of production
§s  the cause of our social troubles, then they

will take steps to remove that cause and substitute-

in its place soeial ownership of the means of pro-
duetion and so free the productive forees for exer-
“eise to their full ctpacityinbclnllofiocietyu

*

Labor OfflClals Are ‘

Wit

Now Out on Ball

A press despateh dated Winnipeg, Sept. ]0- re-
ports that after 20 days’ imprisonment the eight
strike leaders who have been held in the provin-
¢ial jail pending their trial on ¢harges of seditious
conspiracy, ‘were at 5:20 o’clock, in judges’ cham-
granted bail. Chief Justice Mathers, who,
together with Mr. Metealf, heard.the arguments
of counsel, read the deecision of the conrt.

Bail was granted in the sum of $4000 each and
two sureties of $2000 each.

The court found that it had not been proved
that the accused would not appear to stand their
and the decision went on to state:

Not Justified In Refusing Bail.

““The court would not be justified in refusing
bail on the sole ground that public safety might
be endangered by permitting the accused to be at
large.”’

The decision as read by Chief Justice Mathers:

‘“‘Because of the great public interest involved
in this prosecution, and because bail has once been
refused by a brother judge, I asked my brothers,
Maedonald and Metealfe, to sit with me while
hearing this application, and had the satisfaction
of knowing that both concurred with me in the
views herein expressed.

‘I, therefore. order that the accused be admit-
ted to bail in the sum of $4000 each, and two
sureties of $2000 each.’”’

The liberated men are due for trialiat the As-
sizes in October.

Everyone will be glad to see the imprisoned of-
ficials free again, as they will now be able to pre-
sent their side of the ease to the people in opposi-

* the gross tonnage was 49,454,000;

be rs,

trial;

7 “tiow to-that -of -the—preseeution “which alene has

been presented in the capitalist press. In additlon
to this they will be of great assistance in raising
funds for the defence.

We again mention that besides the defence of
these officials, the defence has also been taken up
of numerous individuals, mostly ‘Russians, through-
out the country, who have been arrested under
the provisions of the Ammended Immigration
Act. The best that can be done, under the extra-

ordinary conditions of these provisions, is being
done. and much expense is entailed. The
deferice is heayily handieapped. The sole evi-
dence against those in Vaneouver  is that of
secret service agents who had wormed their way
into intimacy with the prisoners. This evidence
mostly eonsists of seraps of eonversation and in
general is of such a character as would not secure
convietion in a regularly constituted eourt of law.
In view of the faet that those men who are de-
ported to Russia, will most surely be executed on
arrival in Kolechak territory, they should at least
have had a fair and open trial before a’judge and
jury. This, they are denied by the Government,
however, and so what can be done in their de-
fence must be dome. In Vancouver. so far, the
release of three or four of them has been secured,
and about twelve have been sentenced to deporta-
tion, which means, as we "said, death or worse.
The ecase of Romeo Albo who was sentenced in
Nelson, B. C, to deportation is awaiting the re-
sult of an appeal to Ottawa. Unfortunately for
these other men their ease seems hopeless, because
of lack of publie support in their behalf. The
bythemtnreofiurepoﬁuoftheﬁem
luving turneéd “publie opinion against them..

Our heartiest thanks are due to all eontributors .

and workers for the defence fund: Keep it up.

Send all money and make all cheques payable.to

' A. S. Wells, B. C. Federationist, Labor Temple. Van-

eouver, B. C.

con.won.meyhruum A. Broateh, 1208
Eighthmueut.wtlﬂ.m

Cemnl Collection - Ageney: J. Law. Seeretary.

ARG e I 3y b . Wi i <. T T PN e

- e o vp t X 53 1.
2 o AW GL D A e W R

¥

NEWS AND VIEWS l

The world’s merchant shipping tonnage is now
larger than it was on the eve of the war. In 1914,
: in 1919, 50,919,-
000. In 1914. British shipping was 41.6 of the
whole, and American 4.6, in 1919, the British per-
centage has Tallen to 34.1, ‘and the Ameriean risen®
to 204. f
- ' p
‘“John Stuart Mi'l Was Inclined to Question the'
Sanctity of Landed Property’'—Professor Leacock
In questioning ‘the sanctity of landed property
he was bnt vtewmg the ‘matter from the same
angle as the rmnz manufacturing capitalists, who
look upon the landlord as a mere tribute taker:
from produetion -without. rendering any serviee
in return His rent is viewed by thé manufacturery
as u charge upon production and a handieap om
sueeessful competition with foreign eapitalists.
e ¢ -
Professor Masaryk, President of Czecho-Slovak,
has declared against intervention in Russia. He is
of opinion that it is the duty of the State to enter
into relations with all Russian groups and with all
existing Russian Governments. ‘‘I should like to
see the Allies entering into relations with TLenin,
Kolehak and Denikin. - The Allies must help Rus-
sid, but by peaceful methods.’”’ This is rather re-
markable testimony coming from sush a guarter.

Mr. Glerm. Plumb, author of the U. 8. Railway
Workers’ scheme for nationalization and tripartite
control, has charged the 18 representative railway
companies now eontrolled wholly or partly by the
Morgan, Rockefeller and Gould interests with giv-
ing away bonus shares aggregating over 450 mil-
lion dollars, from 1900 to 1910, &nd with paying
millions in ‘dividends on these bonuses. He de-
mands that Oongren -hmld imnodhtely hvnﬁ-
gate these éhn-. :

uwm OF THE nqvmm
A man whonpaidtoﬁndplounaruledoc
not spend his time urging his neighbors fo remain
quiet. There is danger that the lives and liberties
of men-will be §wept away by spies and agents
provacatuers.

"IRELAND,

{Says the Glasgow ‘‘Forward,’ of August 23.)

There were tar barrels in Derry last week, And
English regiments were fighting Irish eitizens om
Irish seil. There were British machine guns blaz-
ing at eivilian riflemen. Every day we hear of
meetings being: suppressed and newspapers sil-
enced. And, of eourse, small nationn are. sacred.

m ACTION.

BRUSSELS, Sept. 9—The Miners’ Fedeution
at Charleroi has adopted a resolution in favor of
the nationalization of mines, a minimum wage
seale, free fuel for all miners, control of produe-
tion. and the -ereation of an organization repre-
senting both the miners and the government. ~

The decision of the miners is considered an.im-,
portant prelude to the approaching )(mers Con-

'mwmmhm

LONDON, Sept. 3—A_ wireless despateh from
Moscow reeeived here reports thit Admiral Kol-
chak, head of the AllkRussian Government, has

evacuated Omsk and mnlfemd his beadqumﬂ
to Trkutsk. ¥ , .

::;:_—::=========‘:-===

Defence Fund, Room 12, Labor T?ple. Winnipeg.

Contributiens will - be uknowlo‘pa thrndl

Ahbormdﬂoddﬂm

Lawyers for the defence in Vancouver, Bird, lu- al
donald & Earle. = ¢

Beeause of diserimination mimtmhﬂnﬁoﬁ,
whose names have been published as sending in
mmmfw!hddneefmd,ukmﬂedmth
hmewﬂlbens&cbymdl. s’
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