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50,000 COPIES! 50,000 COPIES !
THE EXHIBITION NUMBER

—OF THE—

Farmer’s Advocate

FOR 1879,

—WiLL BE ISSUED—

On or about the 1st September next,

Our third annual issue of this fast increasing and
most successful advertising medium, will be the best one ¢ver
jssued. While thanking our patrons of former years, and
the patrons of the ADVOCATE, for their confidence in our
endeavors to promote their interests, we can assure them
that our endeavors will not be relaxed, and that the
increased facilities now in our hands will be used to the
utmost for their benefit.

The oiroul&(,ion will be carefully divided among the leading
farmers throughout the Dominion.

Prospectuses will be igsued on the 15th July, and space
can now be reserved.

g7 Send for a Circular at once.

Why the Farmer’s Advocate Exhibi-
tion Issue is the Best Adver-
tising Mediam in Canada.

The AnvocATE is the only established agricultural
journal in Canada; 1t has been established and
exists without outside influence or official aid.

Dangerous and diabolical quack medicines,
fraudulent and deceptive advertisements, are not
allowed to detract from the good effects of good
advertisers who have useful and beneficial wares
to advertise.

This journal is taken by the most influential
and intelligent farmers in each Province in Canada.
The small and poor farmers look to their super-
iors for information.

The advertisements are not crowded, because
low rates will not be accepted,—only a few, and
those of the best class, are allowed to appear in
this journal.

Full cash rates and payments, sent to the
office with advertisements, have frequently been
returned to the senders, so fastidious is the editor
—in the interest of his patrons—with regard to
the spaze and class of matter sent in as advertise-
ments.

The Exhibition Issue will be 50,000.

One insertion in the ADVOCATE has been known
to produce better results than six months’ adver-
tising in leading local or political journals.
Knowing that there are many whom this journal
may benefit, and soliciting your consideration and
patrenage, I remain yours respectfully,

W. WELD.

N. B.—No injurious quack or humbug need ap-
ply for space. The first edition of the 50,000 will
be circulated at the Industrial Exhibition, at
Toronto, on the last week of the Exhibition ; the
gecond edition at Ottawa and Guelph; and the
third at the Western Fair, London ; the Central
Fair, Hamilton ; and at the Fairs at Walkerton,
Brantford, Pictou (N. S.), Charlottetown (N. B.),
Winnipeg (Manitoba), and Victoria (B. C.).
Special rates may be had for each issue, or for
the whole, including our regular subscribers’ list.
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On the Wing.
We presume you are all interested in
TAE WHEAT PRODUCT,
yet comparatively few of our Canadian farmers
know anythiné about the origin of the different
kinds of wheat and other cereals. For instance,
we met a farmer on the cars from Centreville,
in the County of Peel. We inquired of him about
crops, etc., and he informed us that the Scott
wheat yielded much better with him than any
other. We asked him about it, where and how
it originated. He did not know; he got it from a
neighbor two years ago, and it did well—that was
all he knew about it. This man is a Granger,
and should, were the Grange working in a proper
groove, have been well posted. We well know
that too little is known about the main “staff of
life” by those who are called by the city tlatterers
¢ the intelligent yeomen of the country ”’-—when
they want tkeir influence; and the intelligent
yeomanry, the bread-raisers, are apt to take it for
granted that they are such; but when we consider
how few questions the majority of farmers can an-
swer about the varieties of grains, roots, grasses,
and stock and manures, we must all admit that
the “‘intelligent yeoman” may have had immense
sums cxpended on his political education by lec-
turers, politicians, and the fostered political
papers, for which he pays dearly; yet in his own
sphere and business the education has not been 8o
complete, or this Peel farmer and others would
know how the Scott, the Clawson, the Gold
Medal and Hybrid wheats, etc., were introduced,
their relative values, etc.
TIHHE MODEL FARM, GUELPIL.

On the Ist of August we went to this farm, hav-
ing heard that upwards of onc hundred varicties
of wheat were being tested. The retiring mana-
ger, Mr. Johnstone, was taking his holiday. That

gentleman has been the most etlicient person ever

engaged on this farm. His department was to

instruct the boys in the school on general subjects,
but the agricultural department he had hardly
anything to do with, either in the school or on the
farm. The newly - appointed manager, Mr.
Mills, from Brantford, was on the premises. He
appears a suitable person to take charge of the
school, as he has filled such a position in Brant-
ford creditably. Mr. Brown, the farm manager,
kindly took us to the test plot. Here were to be
geen several varieties of wheat, oats, etc.—some
green, some ripe and ready to cut, and some had
been cut. After passing some that was good and
some good for nothing, we came to a piece that
Mr. Brown gaid was an imported variety called
the Gherka wheat. This wheat was rusted, midged,
late, and looked worthless. Mr. Brown said it
was no good and would be thrown away. We
remarked that we would be inclined to try new
wheat which produced grain that would grow-—
perhaps it might become acclimated and be of use.
We examined the wheat more closely, and found
it to be a spring wheat and a mixed variety. We
noticed among this shriveled, rusted, miserable-
looking stuff a hard-sheller in straw and bearded.
The straw was of a different color, and the head
appcare(l to have something in it. We pulled
one, rubbed it out, and found the grain to be
plump and of good quality. A further examina-
tion revealed more heads. We told Mr. Brown
we considered this the best thing we had yet seen
on the (tovernment Farm, and he replied that he
had not noticed that wheat, that we were the first
to notice it, and he ordered twelve heads to be
given us, as the wheat would otherwise have been
destroyed. We accepted them; the remainder of
this variety will be carefully picked out from the
rubbish and taken care of. The wheat has a
short thickset head, looking much’ like the form
of the head of the Deihl, but hasa beard on it;
not as even and long as the Chilian wheat, but
the beards are rather branching. We will have a
cut made of it, so that you may all see if you have
any spring wheat like it. It may be an old vari-
ety, but we do ngt remember having seen any just
like it, although it looks somewhat like the old
wheat we the pioneers used to grow in the then
backwoods, under the name of the China wheat,
but the beard of that wheat was longer and more
regular. It was the best yielding spring wheat
we had at that time between thirty and forty
years ago. Now this wheat had no name, as the
larger portion of the patch was a bald variety.
We asked Mr. Brown to name it, and he called it
the “Advocate” wheat, because we first observed
it. We presume this will be the name of a wheat
that will be cultivated years after this, unless
in Canada recognizes the variety and
Perhaps next year it will

some one
knows its right name.
not do as well, and may be discarded ; or it may
stand among our spring wheat as the Fife has
stood. .

Continued on Paye 190
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English Letter, No. 5.
[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]
Liverpool, August 8.

This is a season which, in this country, is prac-
tically without precedent, for the learned in such
matters say that we must go back to the year
1764, or 115 years ago, for a parallel to it.  Till
the middle of July it was the common remark that
winter lrad been continuous since November; and
really the weather in the first three weeks of July
was ccoler, rougher and altogether more winterly
than one usually expects at any time of the year,
unless it be within two months of Christmas. It
was one succession of cold, wet, cheerless and sun-
less days. The last ten days of July were better;
and now and then there was a bright hot one, but

rarely two together; and August so far has been
“very wet, and as cold and boisterous as March.
What the condition of things, agricultural and
horticultural, is, you may well imagine. Farmers
are in despair, and the announcements of three or
four suicides amongst their number is no matter
for wonder. Foreign and colonial competition,
even with plentiful harvests at home, is bad
enough; but with rotten hay—cut or uncut—and
unmatured grain, the next rent-day must be looked
forward to with dread by many thousands of tillers
of the soil in these islands. Many landlords are
making or preparing to make deductions from the
rents of from 10 to 20 per cent.; but, liberal as
these concessions may be, they will do little to
stem the tide of disaster which has set in. The
fruit crop, also, which three months ago promised
to be one of the best on record, is largely and in
places wholly spoiled, and there ought to be a good
trade this season in foreign and colonial produce
of this class.

The season, however, has been favorable to the
trade in all perishable goods, the percentage of
spoils having been much less than usual. I have
nothing special to report in respect either to the
live stock or dead meat trades this month; but I
may just remark that the reports which were cjr-
culated both here and on the continent that
American bacon and swine were affected with ty-
phoid fever and ¢richina, have had one very pecu-
liar effect. Consumers are well aware that any-
thing sold in this country under ten-pence a pound
must be American; and hitherto the placards of
‘“‘fine American bacon” have been common
enough. The fact, however, of our Canadian pro-
duce, alive and dead, having free access to this
country—the freedom of our live stock from dis-
ease being thus implied—has induced the retail
dealers to label their goodsas ¢ prime Canadian,”
and the word ‘‘American’ is almost wholly
tabooed.

I have just scen a dealer in horses, who informs
me that there are upwards of 150 carriage horses
from Canada and the States for sale, in Liverpool,
at the present time. A number of these have been
in the stables for wecks without even a shilling be-
ing bid for them. One very useful lot of twelve
were sold yesterday, to go to France; and a very
fine lot of C‘anadians were despatched to Edin-
burgh.
Mr. Hodgins, of London, Ontario. This horse
had been sold to a dealer in London, who in turn

One of these was a horse brought over by

re-sold it to a dealer in Liverpool; and it has now
been sold to Captain McEwen, of Dundas Castle,
Scotland, for 200 guineas. He is stated to be now
one of the grandest goers in the country. Since
he has been in the hands of the dealers he has at
least doubled in value. I mention this fact to show
that you have some valuable horses in Canada, and
that you can produce them equal to anything here.

Although it may not properly come within the
province of your paper, it may interest many of

your readers to learn that we have recently re-
ceived here a most successful shipment of fresh
fish from the Maritime Provinces. If such perish-
able goods as salmon can be landed here in such
condition as to carry dismay into the minds of the
Scotch fishery masters, why, with specially de-
vised processes of | preservation, should not some
of our splendid peaches, tomatoes and other fruits
of Western Ontario, be also shipped ?

A consignment of 20 tons of fresh salmon landed
here recently was readily sold to wholesale dealers
at 10d. per pound, and the dealers realized a very
handsome profit upon it. One Scotch fishery pro-
prietor saw some of the cases opened, and felt
confideat that in the immediate future these im-
portations would very seriously depreciate his
business.

It has often been a matter of surprise to me that
the suggestion of the Canadian Government Agent
here as to condensed milk being prepared for this
market in Canada, has never been followed up.
The demand for goods of this class, and of good
quality, is annually increasing. Both England
and France import immense quantities of con-
densed milk from Switzerland. The French im-
port alone in 1878 amounted to nearly $200,000.
You have equal facilities for shipment from Can-
ada, and freight would be at least as cheap; and
the capital required for such an undertaking can-
not be very extensive.

Notwithstanding all the enormous importations
of animal food, the consumer has as yet received
little if any benefit. In some parts of London,
Brighton and other fashionable or well-to-do
places, beefsteaks are still quoted at 1s. 2d., or
28 cents a pound; and legs of mutton and the
primer joints at the same rate. It would interest
many of your readers could they witness the sale
of scraps and cuttings at the butchers’ stores on
Saturday evenings to the poorer classes. Jits of
brisket, necks of beef, breasts of mutton and othex
coarser parts are readily snapped up at from 12 to
20 cents per pound. The fact that the middlemen
are making these heavy profits (for the golden
shower falls mainly on them) is attracting more
and more attention; and I expect to see an exten-
sive direction of joint stock enterprise to food
supply ere long.  Co-operative stores for the sup-
ply of butchers’ mneat, poultry and farm produce
generally, are being started freely in the leading
centres of population. These companies or asso-
ciations will have agents abroad, and I am pleased
to observe that their attention is being largely di-
rected to-the resources of -the Dominion.

I have been enabled to see a prize list of the
forthcoming grand Dominion Exhibition. I notice
that several valuable prizes are offercd for dairy
products; but I should have been pleased to see a
special prize offered for the cleanest and most at-
tractive tub or package of butter for export. Al-
though the outside-appearance may not have any
effect on the quality of the butter, it most assured.
ly has upon its sale. Any wholesale butter. dealer
in this country will immediately tell you that but-
ter as put up in the Western States in neat, clean
white tubs, although inferior in quality to some of
ours, commands a better sale at better prices. - In
points of attractiveness the Canadian samples are
the worst which are brought into this market; and
if this arise, as I expect it does, from a false sense
of economy, the sooner our producers get rid of it
the better for them.

R S—

There is more danger of barns being struck by
lightning a few weeks after the crops have been
stored away than at any other time. This is caused
by the heating of the conten s, which effect
ascends into the air. This danger is obviated by
the use of well-constructed lightning-rods,

Manitoba—No. 3.

The telegrams we sent from Manitoba to the
press of Ontario and to the Minister of Agriculture
and Public Works, and also our descriptions of
Manitoba have been written with a desire to check
the maddening and excited rush of farmens’ sons
anl men without means from leaving their homes
and the employment they now have to go to that
country, where the farm and mechanical labor
market is now overstocked. This great excite-
ment has been caused by publications, communica-
tions, dodgers, pamphlets and lecturers which have
been sent out by contractors and speculators in
Manitoba, or by those who are interested in it, and
all have cash in view; the greater the rush the ber-
ter for them. :

None of these cite the dark side, and any person

or paper that only depicts the favorable side of

any sdbject is apt to mislead. Thousands have
now been misled to go from Ontario to Manitoba
who would now gladly return; many have been so
deceived and disgusted that they have gone to
work and settled in the States and left Manitoba.
We should not touch on the disparaging side
again, but we deem it our duty to warn farmers,
as we still notice that Ontario papers con-
tinue to publish flattering accounts, some of which
we know are written by and for speculators there,
anc are not intended for the benefit of readers, but
to enrich land-grabbers. We deem it wrong
to disturb the settled, industrious farmers of the
older provinces, where they work and can live
comfortably, for the risk of life, health and every
comfort. Farmers are not yct prepared to hire, and
mechanics and clerks are too numerous to find em-
ployment. This is the state we found affairs in,
and yet the excitement is kept up. The time may
come, and no doubt will come, when laboring farm
hands and mechanics will be wanted.  Land will
be as advantageously obtained by the real practi-
cal farmer in a few years hence as it can be pro-
cured now, considering the advantages and dis-
advantages at present existing. There is at the
present time a land-grabbing mania; it is an in-
fectious disease; it has ruined thousands in the
States. These land-grabbers must and will have
to pay taxes shortly; that is the only way to have
a country settled, namely, to tax heavily all land
held by speculators, leaving the homestead of the
actual settler on 8O or 160 acres in new districts
as free fromburden as possible; but theland-leeches
that monopolize hundreds of acres, whether for
the advantage of themselves or with a view to
sell at higher prices, should be taxed, and those
that hold thousands of acres should pay a much
higher rate. The withholding of land from actual
settlers requires immediate and stringent atten-
tion. LKvery acre of land that is not in the hands
of the Government —cvery piece of land that is
reserved for any purposc should be made to pay
towards the expense of increasthg it in value.
Every settler increases the value of land, aad
should meet with every cncouragement. There ig
land that is as yet of no value; there is land
enough, to be increased in value by railroads, to
pay all the cost of the construction of the rail-
roads. Theland so improved should be taxed for
the cost of the rai'road; for instance, before the
railroad was talked of the land was not worth one
cent an acre, but the talk of the railroad put value
on the land, and every improvement and expendi-
ture adds to it. Scrip was bought after much had
been expended for $25, equal to a few cents per
acre. 'T'he public expenditures have increased the
value of that land so that 510 per acre is asked for
some of it. Land near the centres ef-business is
often increased by R. R. stations and public build-
ings to manv times its original value.

Is it right that the increase in the value of land
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by public improvements should in good proportion
go towards the payment of such improvements ?
Why should it be allowed to be retained in the
hands of a private political friend or a few specu-
lators ? If the taxes on land were put on in the
same manner that taxes for draining farm lands
are levied, that is, according to the ratio in which
the value of the land is improved or increased, and
a long series of years allowed for payments, the
cost of this railroad would not have to be met by
direct taxation or revenue belonging to the older
provinces. The older provinces need only be held
as security. As it is, we in these provinces have
to pay for the enrichment of the speculators in
Manitoba, especially those who hold large tracts
of reserves and city and town property, or the
property near railroad stations and localities where
publi¢ buildings are erected. It is not right that
a few politicians and speculators should be made
rich at the expense of the public or at the loss and
privation of the real, active, energetic and enter-
prising settler that goes into this country to de-
velop its agricultural resources.

There are vast tracts of very fertile land in
Manitoba, and the wheat production will be im-
mense. This and our North-West Territory can
supply Engiand with her bread. Farmers with
moderate means can and wi'l develop this country.
There are obstacles to be overcome. and we deem
it far better to show the obstractions that are in
the way than to conceal them. Then our readers
will not be deceived—they will know what they
have to contend against and what to expect, and
will not be rushing to the States in disgust at the
false representations they have read in this jour-
nal. We shall in due time speak of the advan-
tages and bright prospects, but as all the papers
have said so much—we think too much for the
good of many, we withhold that for future issues.

We will now inform you

WHO SHOULD GO.

If you have relatives or friends there that you can
depend on as advising you for your good, and if
they have been there sufficient time to arrive at
correct conclusions, and they tell you to come to
them, you should go. If you are dissatisfied with
your present position and desire a change, or wish
to obtain more land, or to embark in any new
business that you may be fitted for, you should go
and examine that country. If you wish to raise a
large quantity of wheat, and to follow wheat-
farming as a specialty, you should see that country
in preference to any other. If you are cool-headed
and speculative, and have means and are discon-
tented with your present position, you may go
there if you are a young man and desire to see
something of the world. If you have a little cash
to expend before settling, go and see the country.

WHO SHOULD NOT GO.

If you have a farm in Ontario, a wife and family,
and are getting a comfortable living, you should
not move without the advice of a friend as above
mentioned, or by first going yourself and examin-
ing the country and selecting your lot. If you
are a workman and without money, and cannot get
as much pay as you want, or everything just as
you could wish here, you will find your lives much
harder in Manitoba at the present time. If you
wish for railroad work as a navvy you can please
yourself. This journal is for farmers, and if a
farmer’s son cannot get on in his business without
working as a navvy, we pity him. No one should
go from the older provinces to Manitoba without
having friends there that he can depend onto di-
rect him where to go or how to act, unless he first
goes to the country and examines it. = The time
may come when people can obtain information

about lands, where they can get them and othex;
necessary information, from an emigration agent
at Emerson, the first point touched on reaching
Manitoba.

Before touching on the bright side of our Mani-
toba tour, there s another matter requiring the
immediate attention of our legislators, and one
which we may with propriety refer to here, that
is our

INDIAN AFFAIRS.

This is destined to be a very important subject,
and must draw the attention of every settler in
Manitoba and every British subject. These were
the rightful owners of the soil, which produced
animals for their support. The white population
have designed plans to obtain possession of their
grounds. Treaties concluded by the educate:
whites, although attempted to be made in a fair
way, have now deprived these aborigines of the
means of existence.
can for a moment countenance the idea that ha
taken hold of many of the white population in the
States and some in Canada—that they should b
exterminated as vermin. Although they may have
at times attempted to drive the white men back,
and kiiled some of the encroachers on their lands,
very often this may have been done with quite a-
much justice as the gallows used by us to punish
depredations committed by lawless and unprin
cipled whites. They may and no doubt hav.
visited their vengeance on innocent whites, bu:
they look upon white men as the agressors, ano
even civilized communities often punish and kil
a lot of innozents for the depredations of a few
rabid leaders.

Our duty is to treat them honestly and kindlv.
to protect and instruct them how to obtain an ex-
istence. This can only be done in time and with
patience, and at great cost. When starvation cut-
off a few of them, which itsoon w.ll do, the braves
will make raids on the property of the whites :
they will be compelled to do this or die. ~We
should prefer to steal rather than to starve to
death, and death by violence is preferable to star-
vation. Our humane policy is to at once teach them
how to live. It is no doubt difficult to mak-
treaties with the Indians that would be most ad-
vantageous to them; they have to be humored.
But some of these treaties, and even graats to or
for the Indians, that have been made or given, are
or will be of no value to them. Even if there is
benefit to be derived from grants given to or for
Indians, the white manipulator receives the profit
and benefits. Implements, seeds and teams have
been supplied to the Indiuns by the Government ;
the intention no doubt has been good, but the lack
of judicious investments or instructions has caused
the expenditure to be ot no value except to the
contractor who is favored with the order. $70,000
was to be given to the Indians in cash shortly after
we left Winnipeg; this is an annual payment to
them. This money is only an injury, and it would
be better to have it burned or thrown into a lake.
They have to travel hundreds of miles to get it,
and it is part of the year's work to come and have
a good time for a few days; some get liquor, some
gew-gaws, and some buy provisions or clothing.
The money is soon in the hands of the Winni-
pegers, and it only acts as an incentive to the In-
dians to run after and spend it, drawing them to
Winnipeg instead of keeping them hundreds of
miles away on their own land and encouraging
them to cultivate it. It is worse than useless.

Great care should be taken in selecting men to
attend to Indian affairs, to obtain those that have
been acquainted with the Indians and have shown
an interest in them. They must be instructed in
agricultural pursuits.

No honorable British subjec: ‘

MANITOBA HALF-BREEDS,

Scrip to the value of 160 acres of land has been
given to every half-breed.  This in nine cases out
of ten has only enabled white speculators to grasp
large tracts of land, to the detriment of the set-
tlers, as the half-breeds have sold nearly all their
scrip for whatever they could get. We give the
following to show the abuse to which this scrip
business has been carried and to show some of the
doubtful titles that scrip-holders may be attempt-
ing to sell :

We called into the house of a half-breed on the
banks of the Assiniboine river; a young man was
in the house and several small children. We en-
quired of him how much land he had, how long he
had been there, and how he was progressing. The
farm was his father’s and contained some hundreds
f acres; he owned it now; the children were his
brother’s and sister’s, all minors. We enquired
wbout the scrip. He had sold the children’s
scrip and used the money for his own purposes; he
nerely got a trifle for it. We asked what the chil-
lren were to get for their share. He said he should
nring them up, clothe and educate them. This
nan had the old homestead now. The question
nay come up when the children are of age—Have
they received an equivalent to 160 acres of land?
No doubt many will not have received more than
she old homestead and stock would have given
Then who has a right to dis-
pose of a minor’s claim for a mere promise to a
Who is responsible ? A Govern-
nent agent or judge sanc:ioned the discharge of
such a title.  Would Government be responsible
for the acts of the agent, Government officer or
judge? Many children will most probably be

srought up by parties that never received a cent
of the proceeds of the land. Can minors’ claims
ve thrown away under the British laws? There
is trouble brewing. A rich harvest has already
peen prepared in Manitoba for lawyers some time,
twenty years hence at least. A lawyer in business
infqrmed us that the titles of much of the land
were such that lawyers would have first-rate prac-
tices there in a few years about defective titles,
Suppose a settler purchases a scrip lot, and that
scrip was procured in an improper manner, would
the settler lose his improvements, land and all ?
Chere are, we hear, many extremely dangerous
people acting as land agents in Manitoba. We

have heard of dishonest acts having been done.
The speculative fever runs high; al? are fanning
the fever and many catch the land mania, expect-
ing a rapid rise, as the agents are pretty sure to
have some particularly eligible lots from which a
fortune can be made in two years. Many, many,
wmany have bought themselves land poor and must
sell.  The speculation is a species of gambling,
T'he Government should frame their laws 80 as to
discountenance gambling in any form, particularly
80 when it has acted so much against-the real set-
tlers who have been driven from-the: Dominion by
it to make homes in Dakotah, which some thou-
sands have already done, most of whom, perhaps
all, would have remained in this Dominion if our
legislators had not countenanced land gambling.
Perhaps too many of the members of the Govern-
ment are the gamblers themselves; if so they may
be sure to legislate more for their own pockets
than for the good of the Domiion.

Some of the half-breeds are shrewd and can look
after4hemselves. On the banks of the Red River
we were invited into the house of a half-breed.
Here we found every comfort and neatness, and
education and refinement were herc displayed.
Some of the ladies played the piano very nicely;
in fact neither color nor manners could distinguish
them from ladies in our cities or in England. Many
are very well off; in fact, were it not for the pre-
mium that Government gave to half-breeds the
number would not be as great as it is, as many
have lost the appearance of the Indian, and noone
would know that they had Indian blood in them;
but a trace to a great-great grandfather or grand-
mother implicd a good grant of land, and that re-
vived the knowledge of ancestry otherwise for
gotten.

flemn—an existence.

land-grabber ?
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We had a conversation with an American about
the Indians. He said that Sitting Bull’s tribe had
now been in our country two years, that they now
belong to us, and that if they returned to the
States they would be driven back to Canada again.
Are we to be saddled with the expense of feeding
and educating the Indians that belong to the
States? It apears very much as if we shall have
these Indians on our hands unless great care is
taken. .

FREE GRANT LANDS.

From the best information we could obtain we
learned that free grant lands yet to be had were
about 90 miles north-west of Portage la Prairie.
The roads about Winnipeg had just begun to be
partially passable. We heard the land was drier
and the roads better at the Partage and beyond it.
We took the steamboat and duly arrived at the
Portage. It rained during the night. Our only
way to get to the village was to wade through the
mud and water. We arrived at the hotel mud-
ded nearly to the knees. Wet footed, and with
satchel in hand, we asked for a room to change in,
but we could not then get onc ; so we waded to
Mr. Michael P. Ryan’s, M. P. After conversing
with him we went to the Government Land Office.
Here we met a settler who came through the day
before, with a yoke of oxen and cart. He said he
had to drive ten miles through two feet of water
—one stretch of six and anothuvr of four miles.
This is the road we should have been obliged to
travel. Rainy weather, wet footed, wet legged,
we became what Winnipegers call chicken-hearted,
and turned toward the hotel. The Immigra-
tion Agent said we could rely on the correctness
of our informant. We met the captain of the
vessel and another passenger. We engaged a man
and a span of horses to drive us to the boat, and
when about half way we three passengers got out
and waded through the mud, for fear the horses
would szck. ‘We walked ahead of
the team, and left our satchel in
the wagon. We had not pro-
ceeded far when we turned around
to see how the driver was getting
along. He was in the mud try-
ing to get up one of the horses that
got mired. We returned for our
bag. The driver had on long
boots. We asked him to give us
our satchel. The poor man tried
to pull his feet out of the mud,
and in doing so he left both boots
behind in the. adhesive element,
and waded to us in his stocking
feet. We could not help him, as
the captain was in such a hurry
to get away; so we left him, with
the horse lying in the mud, and
know not when or how the an-
imal was extricated from his miry
bed. We returned by the boat, washed our trou-
sers, drawers, socks and boots, and hung them up
to dry on the upper part of the boat.

Do you not think that we went far enough—
with the roads in such a state—for an old man be-
tween fifty and sixty years of age? and this, too,
for the express purpose of gaining information for
the benefit of the subscribers to the KFArRMER’S
ADVOCATE.

(To be Continued.)

[As soon as the other papers cease to publish
unmixed laudatory and enticing aceounts of Man-
itoba, we will then depict some of the shining side
of our picture. Some say we draw our pictures
too strong. The driver left both boots sticking
in the mud—we show but one in the cut. There
are openings in Manitoba for those with money,
but we pity the poor man who goes at the present
time to take up land.]

It is well known that the scales which fly off
iron from being worked at forges into trimmings, fil-
ings, or other ferruginous material, if worked into
the soil about fruit-trees, or the more minute par-
ticles spread thinly on the lawn, mixed with the
earth of flower beds or pots, are most valuable.
It is especially valuable to the peach and pear,
and 1s in fact a necessity to the soil. For colored

flowers it hecightens the bloom, and increases the |

brilliancy of white or nearly white flowers of all
the rose family.

To keep zinnias double, save only the outside
seeds, which are much wider than the inside ones.

Ntrike bedding geraniums in the full sun in open
berder.  Short cutting make the best plants.

On the Wing.
(Continued from page 193.)

We much want a good new spring wheat,
and should this prove to be that wheat in years
to come, the readers of the ApvocaTeE will no
doubt remember the account here given of it.
We do not wish to be understood as describing
how it originated, for at present we know nothing
concerning its origin, but in the account above
given we merely state the way this particular va-
riety was saved and named. It may prove of
value, or turn out worthless.

The winter wheat and some of the spring grain
was harvested. Mr. Nichol, a student from
Kingston, has charge of the grain tests. He ap-
pears a very careful and energetic young man.
He accompanied us and gathered the twelve heads
for us. In the barn and storehouse we examined
some of the numerous varieties of wheat grown.
The heads and straw of each variety are labelled,
and a sample of each kept. Many varieties had
two or more names. For instance, the much-
talked-of varieties, Arnold’s Victor and the Gold
Medal wheats, were considered by Mr. Brown, Mr.
Nichol and others to be the same variety ; the
heads of the Soules wheat were longer than those
of the above-named varieties. Formerly we had
the impression that all three were the same, but
there is a difference in the length of the heads of
the Soules wheat and the Gold Medal. Another
variety shown as Arnold’s Hybrid, procured from

Mr. Landreth of Philadelphia, looks exactly like

&
TRAVELING IN MANITORBA,

‘ the Clawson; the length of head, growth of straw,
| and appearance of the grain show no difference.
fA wheat grown under the name of Christie’s
{ wheat appears the same varicty that is known
among farmers under the folldwing names: Chil-
ian, Platt’s Midge-proof Rice, and Wild Grouse
wheats. It is our impression they are all the

same as Christie’s wheat.

We went into the harvest-field, where a reaping
machine was being tested. This machine was
made by the Noxon Manufagturing Company of
Ingersoll, and did its work iia faultless manner.
Some of the grain was partly lodged, some thin
and some heavy on the ground, with some full of
grass and thistles. In each place it took the
grain clean off the ground,® scarcely a straw was to
be seen, and the sheaves were neatly and squarely

laid. Another machine was about to be tested as |

we left. Different machines are taken to the farm
to be tried. The wheats being cut while we were
there were the Lost Nation and the White Rus-
sian. Painted boards on the fence were the only

indications to show any difference between these |

two varieties ; they are both a bald white-chaffed
spring wheat ; had been sown at the same period,
and were both rige at the same time. We could

see no difference between them. These two vari-

eties were the main crop. Whether they will be |
equal to or surpass the Fife, Club or Siberian,

further tests only can develop. We passed '

through the garden. It was in good order and
free from weeds. The calbage-bel, however, was
anything but a model affair; it appoared as if some
old mixed seed had been used, and that the show
was to expose some seed establishment rather
than'anything else. We spoke in our last year's
report of the immense quantities of the poorest
kindsof Petunia that were growing on this ground.
We do not know what it is for ; there is more of
this poorest variety growing in this garden than
would be required by all the good seedsmen
and gardeners on this continent.

On the test plot the Prickly Comfrey is grow-
ing luxuriantly. It may be as valuable as seeds-
men’s catalogues have stated, but it looks like a
rough-growing weed that used to be found along
the margins of streams in Europe. We under-
stand that this is rather a dangerous plant to
grow, for when once in the ground it is difficult to
eradicate it. The grass tests may prove of more
value to us than the grain tests. Lucerne was
thriving remarkably well ; enormous crops had
been cut. It was sown in drills and broadcast.
Mr. Brown preferred the latter method. We
think this plant will come into more general use
as it becomes better known. The grass known as
Sheep’s Parsley was thriving very well.: Many va-
rieties of European grasses were total failures.

Several varieties of wheat supplied as spring
wheat by some of the best Scotch and English
seedsmen had proved total failures ; and of wheats
requiring to be sown in the fall in this country,
not one of them came to maturity.
The failure of these varieties has
caused much loss to some of
our Canadian seedsmen and dis-
appointment to farmers. A piece
of land sown with mixed grass
(some 15 varieties) looked very
well, but some appeared to thrive
much better than others.

An article on grasses will ap-
pear in a fature number.,

-

Hecalth and Profit.

Mr. C. H. Voute, of Toronto,
has now in operation in Toronto,
St. Catharines and London, a

system for removing night soil from the premises of
houses without any offensive odor. This is effected
by the use of machinery and chemicals. The same
gentleman has also an apparatus that reduces
1t_to powder, which, by -mixing with leached
ashes, swamp muck, or marl, produces a most
valuable manure at a cheap rate. He is now de-
sirous of forming companies in each locality to
manufacture and use this manure. To farmers
who wish to eurich their lands this should be de-
serving of attention. Every city, town, and vil-
lage should pass by-laws compelling the removal
of all such soil, as no doubt the gases which arise
tend to the injury of the public health, and to the
production of diseases. Cleanliness may prevent
the §pread of pestilences which otherwize would
carry many to their graves. Cleanliness implies
health, while negligence produces diseaseand death.
Those who are in power and do not attend to their
duties, no matter in what capacity, are unworthy
members of society. We wish to do our duty in
calling attention to the subject ; farmers and citi-
| zens should both profit by it.

——e > ————

=3 aRENTO ENC.CO

The Scientific Farmer advises, as the flesh of
most fruits contains much petash, as well as lime,
in combination with the fruity acid, and the seeds,
phosphoric acid, the application each year per acre
of from 200 to 250 pounds of bone-dust, 300 to 400

i pounds of sulphate of potash, the latter guaran-
| teed to contain 35 to 40 per cent. of sulphate of

potash. This would give us 70 to 80 pounds of
potash, 50 to 60 pounds of lime (from the bones),
10 to 20 pounds of nitrogen, and some magnesia in
the potash and fertilizer. Such treatment has

| been found successful by fruit growers in both this

country and Europe.
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The Month.

The weather has been favorable for saving the
crops. On the whole, we have good crops to be
thankful for, although the threshing machine in
some localities shows rather a smaller yield of
wheat than was anticipated, judging from the
appeardnce of the standing crops. In some locali-
ties the crops have been better than for many
years past ; in others they are not much to brag
about. Spring wheat is generally deficient, but
we shall have much more to dispose of than we
have had for several years. Cereals will bring
fair prices. The great call for bread ensures a
good market for our surplus, as the supply must
go principally from this continent.

The pastures and root crops have much required
rain in Ontario the past month ; at the same time
the farmers in New Brunswick were complaining
of too much.

The British farmers have suffered serious losses
from over-abundance of rain. The Western and
Northern States have a most bountiful harvest. It
s now estimated that England, Austria and Ger-
many will require nearly forty million pounds
worth of wheat.

THE CHEESE MARKET

has been depressed throughout this season, and
the prospects for improved prices are not very en-
couraging. Many will lose this year, and some
will be inclined to go out of the dairy business;
but we do not advise this course to be too hastily
pursued. Productions are apt to be diminished,
and a more general demand for cheese awakened by
its cheapness; thus higher prices are sure to follow.
D ——

Talks with Farmers.

Mr. Millegan, of Markham, informs us that he
does not approve of the advice given in this jour-
nal in regard to the late sowing of fall wheat. He
thinks that a heavy blade in the fall is more to be
depended on for a crop than a small plant, and
is less liable to be injured by the Hessian Fly.—
Opinions will differ. Perhaps a medium course is
best.

Mr. L. B. D. Lepierre, of Paris, says that he
does mot approve of pasturing clover for fall
wheat, but he prefers to take one crop off and let
the second grow for plowing under. It will give a
better growth for plowing under, after being cut,
than when left after feeding the first crop off.

The Waterous Engine-Works Company have
turned out 207 of their agricultural engines, the
¢ Fire-Proof Champion,” which are now all in use
in the Dominion, except a few shipped to other
countries. No fire has taken place from their use,
neither has a boiler burst nor a flue given out.
There are other manufacturers who can report as
favorably of their engines in use. In the hands
of a careful farmer to manage an engine, we do
not consider there is as much dangex or liability
to accident as in threshing by horse-power. The
saving of grain and of horses, and the steadiness
of the work, are the great advantages gained.
Wherever these engines are obtainable, farmers
will not have their work done by horse-power.

C —_————

A sdlution of one part of carbolic acid in 300
parts of water is recommended as effective for
scab in sheep. A strong decoction of tobacco i8
a wash well known to shepherds. We should be
glad to know if any of our sheep growers have
combined the two with effect, and in what pro-
portions,

The heaviest bunch of black grapes ever record-
ed, was raised in the winter of 1877, by Mr.
Roberts, of Tullamore, Kings Co., Ireland. Its
weight was 13 lbs., 5 oz; length 24 inches, and
width across the shoulders, 22 inches.

Daivy.

Rennet and its Preparation.
WRITTEN BY PROF. L. B. ARNOLD.

The decoction obtained by steeping the dried
stomach of a calf, or other animal, in some liquid
is a sine qua non in cheese-making. The gastric
agent thus obtained is used by the cheese-maker
to coagulate his milk into curd, and to separate
the curd from the serum, or whey, as it is called.
Usually he has no thought of further effect from it
than the separation of the curd from the whey.
But this is only the beginning of its action. If
its whole efficacy consisted in curding milk it
would be an easy matter to find a more agreeable
substitute for that purpose. Acids, alcohol, alam
or other astringents may be used for that purpose
with more convenience and at less cost. The
great importance of rennet does not consist so
much in its ability to curd milk as in its further
effect in converting the curd into checse. This is
a step toward digestion which can only be accom-
plished by some digestive agent, such as exists in
the gastric agency derived from steeping the dried
stomach of the young calf. It is a defect in the
use of acids, alcohol, &c., that they lack the
digestive power existing in the staepings of rennet.
Their efficiency for good ends with their chemical
action in producing coagulation. They fail in con-
tributing anything toward inducing the change
from curd to cured cheese, and whoever employs
acids or other chemical agents as substitutes for
rennet in cheese-making, either wholly or in part,
will fall short of perfection in the cheesing of his
curds, according to the extent of that substitution.

MODES OF PREPARING.

The best method of preparing rennets for use is,
after obtaining the strength in the form of steep-
ings, to treat the liquid with such harmless agents
as will solidify and precipitate the mucous and
other objectionable animal matters which always
accompany the steepings, leaving only the coagu-
lating agent in a pure and clear liquid. This
work the dairyman can hardly be expected to per-
form; it belongs to the chemical laboratory, and
ocan only be accomplished by a few chemists who
have made the matter a special study. But the
finer results in quality and convenience which fol-
low the use of a pure and clean extract of uniform
strength are so marked that the future cheese-

maker will demand it and will be satisfied with

nothing else. Such a preparation is already before
the dairy public and is gaining in favor every day.
PREPARING IN BRINE.

The next method in point of excellence consists
in soaking the dried rennets in brine. To do this
successfully also requires some skill, but nothing
more than any fairly intelligent and attentive
Jairyman can accomplish. The mode of proceed-
ing is as follows : The rennets are carefully se-
lected —a great deal depends on this. None but
pure, sweet-smelling, clean, well dried and pre-
served stomachs, should Dbe used. All objection-
able parts, such as bunches of fat, the small end
of the sack, and the third stomach (known by its
leaf-like folds, if it happens to be on) should be
trimmed off, so that there shall be nothing at-
tached that will defile or taint the steepings.
Then soak in a pickle made with one-half pound
of salt to a gallon of water. When they have
become soft turn them inside out and rub well for
several days. If the weather is cool, this will be
all that is necessary to get the strength out. If
it is warm, this pickle will not be likely to keep
long enough. In warm weather keep them in the
pickle and rub well for only fwo days, keeping the

jar in a cool place. Then turn off the liquid in an-

other vessel, "and salt it with all the salt it will
dissolve, to preserve it. Put them in a new pickle
made as before with a half pound of salt to a gal-

; lon of water, and in this let them be frequently
| rubbed for three days more. Then throw the

1ennets away and turn the two steepings together,
and salt with all that the liquid will dissolve; it
will then keep sweet and be ready for use by
stirring every time before taking out. While this
is being used avother batch should be soaking in
the same way.

This weak brine is used, not with any fear of
injuring the rennet (for it is not known
that brine of any strength does any injury
to the strength of rennet), but because a
stronger pickle tha