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V

SIK ANDREW WYLIE.

CBAPTER I.

THE COTTAaE.

Sm Andrew Wtlie, like the generality of great geniuset;, was
born and bred in very humble circumstances. By the early death
of both his parents, he was consigned in infancy to the care of

his maternal grandmother, Martha Docken, one of those clachan

carlins who keep ali^e, among the Scottish peasantry, the tradi-

tions and sentiments which constitute so much of the national

character.

This old woman resided in the hamlet of Stoneyholm, in the

shire of Ayr. Her sole breadwinner was her spinniug-wheel,

and yet she was cheerfully contented with her lot ; for it had
pleased heaven to bless her with a blithe spirit, and a religious

trust in the goodness of Providence.

The furniture of her cottage, in addition to Andrew's cradle,

and that was borrowed, consisted of one venerable elbow-chair,

with a tall perpendicular back curiously carved, a family -relic of

better days, enjoyed by her own or her husband's ancestors ; two
buffet -stools, one a little larger than the other; a small oaken

claw-foot table ; her wheel, a hand-reel, a kail -pot, and a skillet,

together with a scanty providing of bedding, and a chest, that

was at once coffer, wardrope, and ambry.

Behind the house she had a patch of some five or six falls of

ground for a garden, which she delved and planted herself; and



4
SIR ANDREW vVTLDv.

of Andrew, a weak »„:,»: . ^
'^"""^ ""^ '"""'^ ''""'f"'

But instead of Tpininl It *lf f^' f"''«" "" "«'» '''"^

neighbour. tJTZ!^ItJ '

"""°"'-'" ''='='"'«' "> "'«

wee fashiou., hJ^aZmTL^?'^"''^''
""'' "'°"el' -^ times a

black clock before he had it ^.'' ^'""l
""'' ''<'"' " '«!-- frae a

wi' a smirk, trsteitwrrt ',
""""*' ""^ '^" '" ^is n.ou.h

ithcr."
^''^'-'Sl'ing hks desperation at the sight o' the

bro'^gh" hotThT :f
"" '"' ^^" """ ^"''-- •>-' been

wh4 ba^Tn^b the's.^\TTh'™n'"'r.""'
^'"'"^ "'«• "c"

grandson at he side in Wh ^f °' '""• """"^o- *i'b her

abusing himselfS the fat
*'"'''°°'' '""'"' "P* ''»™.

Andrew was a small and delicate child • h„t h.and eve f day, in the nn.ni™ „r u .' "" ^«w "Pace,

his looks, /ffis e^ ""12"! V f?"'""'"'^'' ™P"'^^'i i»

dandled hiin at he door ^^ .1 !
'" '""' '''"""^'^ *''"' «l'e

ing. "are like fow i^ fKP^.'-P'-^ «" her in pass-

blithe as the lilt o' the limy"^ '"''"°^' ^"^ ^^ '™«'"s a,

that are usnariZ^^ •^•"'
''°"""™ "'"• ""^ """""^

riches. In "si hd" t„:r'Lrth:T" ""f
"'°"

»

" that he was a pawkie laddl a,!d if h
""""""^ °''-"'"^''

lair, he kent as wecl ^iT^mT ZT" " ''''"^'"' "' book

it taks to mak flvr^'

"'""' """^^' ''<"' »«ny blue beans

.b~Ttr;:rntrof^s^^^^^^^^^^^^ - »^

of their blameless da^ .^ ^'l t^"",' olTT '"^ ^™" '»"
At the time when^:drt^

t
'^^^u^dl >^ '^'-tmaster seemed to be about forf^ k !T ^'' '^^''^' ^^^

«>^.yca. younge: te^t^tl^Z '•r":';^'!
^ "

-u..e ..e. and stooped a little, as if Ws head" had^^T^t »



CUAPTEE I.—THE COTTAGE. 5

somewhat awry. It proceeded, however, from a habit which he-
had acquired, in consequence of being short-sighted, and accus-
tomed to write and read with his ear almost touching the paper.
At times he would erect himself even into something Uke an air
of dignity, and change his lowly and diffident tone into the voice
and accent of an earnest and impassioned eloquence.

Every thing in his appearance indicated a moderate spirit, in
perfect accordance with the mildness of his manners, and his
few and humble acquirements; but there was an apostolic energy
in his thoughts, when his own feelings were roused, or when he
addressed himself to move those of others, with which nature at
times showed how willing she was, if fortune had so pleased, to
make him a pathetic and impressive preacher. Whether he
ever felt the longings of ambition, or rather, whether he ever
repined at the unheeded and unknown estate in which he was
left to pass away, like a sequestered spring, whose pure and
gentle course is only seen in the meadows by a little narrow
(slging of richer verdure, could uever be discovered in the still

sobriety of his placid temper; but if all other passions were
hushed in his quiet bosom, the kindly disposition which he
showed towards every living thing begat in the minds of his
pupils an aflfectionate respect, of far greater power in the little

state and commonwealth of his school, than would have been
yielded to the authority of more arrogant abilities, backed by
the taws, that dreaded satrap of Scottish didactic discipline.

In his dress, the master was as remarkable as in his mind and
manners. His linen was always uncommonly neat, and his
coat and vest of raven grey, though long threadbare, never
showed a broken thread, nor the smallest stationary speck of
dust. His breeches, of olive thickset, were no less carefully
preserved from stains; and his dark blue worsted gamasluns,
reaching above the knees in winter, not only added to the com-
fort of his legs, but protected his stockings. Between his cottage
and the church, or in the still evenings when he was seen walk-
ing solitary along the untrodden parts of the neighbouring moor,
he wore^ a small cocked-hat, and, as his eyes were weak and
tender, in bright weather he commoaly lackened the loops,
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and, turning the point round, converted the upright gable of
the back into a shade.

If the master, like other potentates, had a favourite, it was
certainly our hero, at whose droll and whimsical remarks he
was sometimes observed almost to smile. For Andrew was not
long at school till he showed that he was, at least with respect to
his sayings, destined to attract notice. Indeed, the very first day
when his grandmother herself led him to the door with his A B
board in his hand, he got a name that he never lost. After the
dismissal of the school, as he was playing with the other boys
on the high-road, a carriage and four horses, with outriders,
happened to pass, whiriing along tv ith the speed and pride of
nobility. The school-boys, exhilarated by the splendour of a
phenomenon, rare in those days in Stoneyholm, shouted with
gladness as it ^/assed, and our hero animated the shout into
laughter, by calling out, " Weel dune, wee wheelie, the muckle ane
canua catch youf From that time he was called "Wheelie;"
but, instead of being offended bj? it, as boys commonly are by
their nicknames, he bore it with the greatest good-humour ; and
afterwards, when he had learned to write, marked his books and
copies with " Andrew Wheelie, his book." Even the master in
time used to call him Wheelie, and insensibly fostered his taste
for the odd and droll, by sometimes inviting him on a Saturday
afternoon to partake of his pale and economical tea.

Andrew, who was naturally shrewd and observant, perceiving
that the master was diverted by his humour, exerted himself on
these occasions, by which exercise he gradually acquired a
degree of readiness and self-possession in conversation, unusual
among Scottish boys, and a happy vernacular phraseology,
which he retained through life, and wKich, with those who had
a true relish of character, was enjoyed as something as rare a«d
original as the more elegant endowment of genius.



CHAPTER II.—THE MAGPIE.

CHAPTER II.

THE MAGPIE.

Andrew was not distinguished among his school-fellows by
any particular predilection for those amusements in which the
boys of a country school are so adventurous; yet he was always
a desired member of their nesting parties in the spring, and
nutting excursions in the autumn; for his drollery and good
humour knit their hearts to him;' and if he seldom strung an
egg of his own berrying, and absolutely, at all times, refused to

risk his neck on the boughs of the hazel, he still brought home
' his full share of the holyday plunder.

On an occasion when a pyet's nest was scaled, only a single

young one was found ; and it was so strong and cunning, that
it almost escaped from the giasp of Willy Cunningham, the boy
who was sent up the tree. Some debate ensued on the division
of the day's spoil, as to who should get the magpie. Andrew
thought it ought to be given to Willy; but Cunningham, a
frank and generous fellow, insisted that it should be Wheelie's,
assigning as a reacon, that Maggy, as Andrew had called it on
the spot, "was an auld-faiand thing like himsel', and would learn
mair wi' him than wi' ony other laddie at the school." Cun-
ningham's proposal was ratified with a unanimous shout; and
certainly no bird was ever more appropn'Ately disposed of, for
Andrew not only taught it to fetch and carry, and to filch with
surprising address, but to speak several words with the most
diverting distinctness. Maggy herself seemed to be right well
pleased with her master; and, according to tradition, knew
every word he said, with the discernment of a fairy.

When his companions, in the winter evenings, assembled
round his grandmother's hearth, Maggy on those occasions
placed herself between his legs; and as often as he said any
thing that tickled their young fancies, turned up her cunning
eye, and then jocundly chattered with her bill, as if she partici-
pated in their laughter.

The natural knavery of the magpie being cultivated by edu-
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cation, she sometimes took it into her head to pilfer a little on
her own account, and among others who suffered by her depre-
dations, was the master. Between the school hours he always
opened the windows to ventilate the room; and Maggy, as often
as she could, availed herself of the opportunity to steal the boys'
pens. It h«tppened, however, that she went once too often, and
was caught in the fact, with a new pen in her neb.

The master's own kindly humour induced him to pardon the
bird; but as quarrels had arisen among the boys, occasioned by
the loss of their pens, one accusing the other of the theft, he
deemed it incumbent on him to rebuke the owner of the depre-
dator. Accordingly, when the school assembled in the after-

noon, he proclaimed silence; and taking up Maggy from under
a basket where he had imprisoned her, he addressed the boys
to the following effect :

—

"Wha' amang you is guilty of keeping this misleart and un-
principled pyet, »fhich is in the practice, whenever I leave the
windows open to air the school, of coming in and stealing the
pens from off the desks—carrying them aw a' in its neb, without
ony regard for the consequence?"

"It's mine," cried Andrew.
"Yours!" said the master; "then Wheelie, come ye here, for

I maun point out to you the great error of such conduct. It is,

as ye maun surely hae often heard, an auld and a tme saying,
that 'they wha begin wi' stealing needles and prins, may end
wi' horned knout.' I'm no saying, so ye needna nicher, that
ever this pyet wi:

:
steal either horse or black cattle; but I would

exhort you, nevertheless, to pu. it away, for it is a wicked bird,
and may, by its pranks, entice you to do evil yoursel' I dinna,'
however, recommend that ye should ]5ut the poor creature to
death—that would be a cruelty; and, besides, ye ken it's but a
feathered fowl, and no endowed vd' ony natural understanding
of good and evil. It kens nae better, like the other beasts that
perish, than to mak its living in a dishonest manner. There-
fore, I counsel you just to take it to the woods, and set it at
liberty, where it may fall out in some other's hand."
To this Andrew replied, with one of his pawkie glances, "It's

but the first fault o' poor Maggy, master, and ye°shouldna be
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overly severe, for she doesna ken, as ye say, that theeving's a
sm; so I hope ye'll allow me to gie her an opportunity to tak up
the steik in her stocking, and I'U admonish her weel when I get
herhame—O ye sinfu' bird, are ye no ashamed ofyoursel, to
bring such disgrace on me?"
Maggie instantly testified her contrition and her thankfulness

for the advocacy of her master, by hopping from the relaxed
grasp of the good-natured dominie, and nestling in his bosom.

"It's really a droll beast, I maun alloo that, and I'll forgie you
for this ae time," said the master; "but I would advise you to
tie a string to its leg, and ketp :t in the house, for there's no
telling what it may commit."
Andrew having thus obtained pardon for the magpie, she

became a greater favourite than ever with the boys, and pro-
duced r^recisely the effects which the master had feared. No-
thing portable at open window was safe from her thievish bill,
especially the thread papers of Miss Mizy Cunningham, the
maiden aunt of the boy by whose good-nature our hero became
master of the bird.

Miss Mizy lived in the mansion-house of Craiglands, close to
the village, and had under her dominion Willy and his sister
Mary; for their mother was dead, and the laird, their father,
troubled himself very little with any earthly thing. He was, as
Andrew described him, " a carle that daunered about the doors
wi' his hands in his pouches, and took them out at meal-time."
As for Miss Mizy herself, she was a perfect paragon of gentility
and precision. However slovenly the grounds about the house
Ttrere kept, the interior of the mansion was always in the trim-
mest order

;
and nothing could exceed the nun-like purity of the

worthy lady's own cambric-clad person.
It happened, by the death of a relation, that it was necessary

the family should be put into mourning; and Miss Mizy, for
this purpose, had bought herself a suit of sable, as well as a due
portion of crape, and the other requisites of funereal sorrow.
She was sitting, busy with her needle, making up the dress at
the parlour window, which wis open, when Andr. v, one after-
nooxn, with his pyet, came to ask Willy to go out with him.
Maggy had so often teazetl Miss Mizy by pilfering her thread
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papers, that justice and vengeance were sworn against her.

This the bo)'s yrere well aware of, but could not resist the temp-
tation of " setting up the birses of aunty." Maggy, accordingly,

was set loose. In a moment she was in at the window, and had
seized a thread-case. Miss Mizy, however, before the pyet could

escape, darted at her like a cat on a mouse ; and almost in the

same instant, poor Maggy, with its neck twisted, was flung out

with such fury at Andrew that it almost knocked him down.
This was a dreadful outrage on the part of Miss Mizy ; and

the wliole school participated in the revenge which was vowed
against the murderer of Maggy; nor was ever revenge more
complete. Next day, the principal companions of Andrew pro-

vided themselves with a large tub, which they filled with water

from the laird's stable-yard ; and Andrew, going up to the win-

dow where Miss Mizy was again sitting at her seam, while the

other conspirators were secretly bringing the tub under the win-

dow, cried, " Ye Auld rudons, what gart you kill my pyet ?—odd

I'll mak you rue that. Nae wonder ye ne'er got a man, ye
cankery runt, wi' your red neb and your tinkler tongue."

This was enough. Miss Mizy rose like a tempest; the same
moment souse came the unsavoury deluge from the tub, full in

her face, to the total wreck and destruction of all the unfinished

bravery of mournings which lay scattered around.

CHAPTER III.

THE TASK.

"The awfu'-lilce thing," as Miss Mizy ever afterwards spoke

of the schoolboys' conspiracy, was attended with the most im-

portant consequences. The first result was a formal complaint

to Mr Tannyhill, to whom the indignant plaintiff stated her

wrongs with an eloquence to which we cannot do justice, de-

manding the immediate punishment of the offenders.
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The master's affectionate bosom was deeply afflicted with the
account that Miss Mizy gave of "the deevilry," which, in her
narrative, certainly suffered no diminution either in the sins of
the perpetration, or the cunning with which it had been planned.
In his way back to the school, he meditated on the sort of pun-
ishment which he ought to inflict, for hitherto the rod had been
unknown m his discipline; and he came to the strange conclusion,
that, as the end of all punishment ought to be the reformation
of the delinquent, he would oblige the culprits in this case to
apply with more than ordinary assiduity to their tasks, and
require them, for the remainder of the summer, to attend the
school two additional hours a-day. Some governors might
have thought this a punishment to themselves, but it never
occurred to his honest and ingenuous bosom that it was any
hardship; on the contrary, he felt it a duty which he was called
to perform, in order to correct the effects of the evil spirit which
had been so audaciously manifested. Accordingly, when the
boys assembled next day, he called the conspirators before him
and made them mount a form in presence of their companions.'

u.u Af\ry ^^'^ ^^' ^'^'^'"^ ^'^ ^y^^ towards our hero,
that the ill deedy pyet would bring you into baith scaith and

scorn; and now ye see my prophecy has come to pass, for there
ye stand, five a' in a row, like so many evil-doers as ye surely
are, that I ought to make an example of, by letting you fin' the
weight o my hand. But it's no my way to chastise with stripes
on the body: no, unless the heart is made to feel, a bite o' the
taws in the loof, or on the back, will soon heal. In truth, my
bairns, I m wae for you ; for gin ye gang on at this rate, what's
to become of you when ye enter the world to mak your bread?
Wha, Wheehe, will bae ony regard for you, if ye gie yoursel up
to mischief? Others here hae friens that may guide them, but
ye hae only your auld feckless grannie, that wi' mickle hard
labour has ettled, with a blessed constancy, to breed you up in
the fear o God. O man, it will be a sore return for a' her love
and kindness, if ye break her heart at last!-I speak to you mair
than to the rest, because in this matter ye are the most to

, _ .,.,,..a xii liic gictttcsi peril.

" Weel, weel," cried our hero, half sobbing half angrily. (( ye
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need nae fash me ony mair about it, but tell me at ance what
ye're ga'n to do wi' me."

The master was so astonished at this interruption, that he
stepped buck, and sat down in his chair for some time silent.
The culprits became all pale, and the rest of the boys stood
aghast; so daring a defiance, as it seemed to them, of all autho-
rity, could not, it was supposed, but be followed by some tre-
mendous display of power.

Mr Tannyhill, however, read Wylie's character in the expres-
sion, and by some happy or benevolent interpretation of his
petulance, took the only way with him that could be attended
with any benefit.—"! will fash you nae mair," said he, address-
ing him emphatically, "as ye seem to be contrite for your
fault; but, in order to try whether ye have the right leaven o'

repentance in you, I will task you to a task that will do you
good for a' the remainder of your days."

He then ordeted him to get the first fifty Psalms by heart,
and interdicted him from aU play and pastime till he had learned
them.

From that moment Andrew applied himself to learn the
Psalms, with a perseverance that quite surprised the master,
who had hitherto regarded him but as a droll and curious crea-
ture. The shortness of the tim.e in which he performed the
task was not, however, remarkable; for his memory was not
well adapted to literature, but his singular ab traction from all
his playfellows, and the earnestness with which he adhered
determinately to his task, astonished every one. During the
intervals of the school hours, he was seen sitting by himself in
the lee of a headstone in the churchward, muttering verse after
verse from the Psalm-book which he held in his hand.

In this situation Mary Cunningham, the sister of Willy, hap-
pened to pass, and seeing him, said, "What are ve doinff there
Wheelie?"

He looked up, but, without answering her question, repeated
in a loud monotonous voice,

—

"My heart inditing is

Good matter in a eon<»."

"O, hae ye no got your Psalms yet!" exclaimed Mary, for
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she had hoard from her brother of his particular additional pun-

l^ara'^T'

''"*^' ^''^"^ "^ ''^'''^ *"" ^*"' inquired how many he had

"I can say ane-and-forty a' through, Miss Mary, without
missing a word."

"What a lee, Wheclie, that is I" said Mary, "naebody could
ever say so many Psalms straight through."

"Will ye hearken me?" said Andrew; and she took the book,
which he at the same time offered, and leaning over the head-
stone behind him, bade him begin.

"That man hath perfect blessodnesB
Who walketh not astray,"

he immediately repeated in one unvaried stream of voice,
'

«' Bnt dwelloth in the scomer's chair,
And stands in einner'a way."

"O, Wheelie, Wheelie! ye canna say the first verse o' the
vera first Psalm; a pretty like story, that ye hae gotten ane-and-
forty by heart!" exclaimed Mary.

Reference was, in consequence, made to the book; and after
some farther parley, Andrew resumed, and went on as far as
the twelfth Psalm without missing a single word, to the de-
bghted surprise of his fair auditor. By this time, however it
was necessary that he should go to school, and Mary return
home; but, before parting, she agreed to visit him again at the
same place next day to hear the remainder, end she kept her
word. ^

Again the book was in her hand, and leaning over the tomb-
stone, with Andrew sitting below, she listened with unwearied
pleasure to the undeviating and inflexible continuance of his
monotonous strain, till he had reached the thirty-first Psalm,
when the same causes that occasioned the former interruption
again obliged them to separate, after a renewal of the compact.
On the third day, Andrew completed not only the forty-one

but two more that he had learned in the mean time. Mar^
contessed her admiration of hia wnn^^^fi,! :.- -^ , «

^

thenceforth, till he had completed his task, she was his regular
visiter.
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Out of this circumstance, a greater degree of intimacy arose
between them than is usuaJI among boys and girls of their age.
She admired him as a prodigy of talent, and he was pleased
when he met her, on account of the interest she had taken in
his task. From the attack on her aunt, however, he had been
prohibited from approaching " The Place," as the Craigland
mansion-house was called by the villagers; and as she was
educated by Miss Liizy herself, preparatory to being in due
time sent to an Edinburgh boarding-school, they had few oppor-
tunities of meeting. But on Sunday he always took care to

stand in the path by which the laird's family crossed the church-
yard, and a smile was as regularly exchanged between them in
passing. As often also as the minister read out to be sung any
one of the fifty psalms, Mary would peep over the front of the
laird's laft, to where Andrew sat beside his grandmother in the
area below

;
^and on these occasions she never missed his eye,

which seemed to be instinctively turned up in expectation of
meeting hers.

In this way, the germ of a mutual affection was implanted,
before either was awakened by nature to the sense of love and
beauty, or informed by the world of the disparity of their con-
dition. They were themselves unconscious of the tie with which
simplicity had innocently linked them together—and being as
yet both free from the impulses of passion, they felt not the

impediments which birth and fortune had placed between them.
The Craigland family was one of the most ancient in the

county ; the estate was large, but by the indolence of the laird

it was much neglected, and the rental was in consequence small.

The woods, however, were valuably, and the old tacks, or leases,

were drawing to a close ; so that, while in a state of comparative
penury, it seemed probable that both Cunningham and his sister

would inherit a very ample patrimony. Of this their aunt.

Miss Mizy, was fully sensible, and frequently complained to her
brother that he should allow his son, with such an inheritance

in view, to be brought up among the children of the tenants.

But her complaints were long unavailing. The laird had been
fidun.atpd in thp. samp snTinnl •wifVi tha fatl^a-na ^f *^V,^c^ «i,;i^ .

and he could discover nothing in his sister's remonstrances to
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make him w'^h to see his son a finer gentleman than himself.
"The awf'j -like thing," however, had a more impressive effect
than her lectures. It was an exploit of mischief far surpassing
all the easy pranks of his soft youth ; and upon the minister, at
Miss Mizy's instigation, representing to him the disgrace and
dishonour that would ensue to the family if the heir was long
permitted to associate with such unmeet playmates as the boys
of Mr Tannyhill's school, he corisented that Willy should be
sent from home, and placed at an academy suitable to his rank
and prospects. This was accordingly done, and like otbar boys
that drop away from among their school-fellows, Cunningham
was soon forgotten.

CHAPTER IV.

THE FAIK.

After Cunningham was removed from h » "^^ ..nyhill's school,
a considerable change took place among our hero's playmates!
The fraternity to which the two boys belonged was, in fact, in
the course of that summer, broken up, and, for some time,
Andrew was without any particular companion. These tem-
porary intermissions of friendship are, however, common to men
as well as boys

; but the cares of our riper years make us less
sensible of the blank left by the removal of a neighbour, than the
loss we suffered when a school-fellow was taken away.
The nickname of Wheelie, in consequence of this change, was

gradually forgotten, or rather ceased to be any longer in use

;

while the stripling himself seemed daily in quest of something
that he could not find, either on the moorlands or along the
hedge-rows and the belts of planting that skirted the hills and
farms of the Craiglands. He was, as his grandmother said, for
some time '4ikp a tynt creature," and for lack of other company,
often, on the road-side, fell into discourse with travelling tink-
lers, blue-gowns, or old soldiers, who had acquired a sufficient
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Stock of wounds and scars to set them up in hoftfrAndrew. linwnv..r k„,i «„xl.- . . * "*^»PLowcver, had nothinVtogiT,"!,™ "h!^!"!rmZ

Mi.y after the .e™.^. an„;;,'rXC^f:wonted weekly almous.
ncavelul

^h and knacky carles and earn,,, of the village. Stil '

the.r queerest stories he found a deficiency, for he h,^ ,

'

of his own age to share his remarks afterwards
About Hallowe'en, however, this want was supplied A

CIL"'" t"
f-'.S'-'-yholn, lay the smaU esti

better h ,r *''
"^ " ™' """«'• ^"'' " >>»»'« somebetter han the common farm-steadings. The proprietor h

Crin "f
'
''"^'^ '-O' -™ -'^ by his heir7to?„,^i.bounng farnaer

: the house and garden being in eonsenuence tlet, wer, taken by a Mrs Rerslon, the widow of a GWmere ant, who, at the Martinmas term, took possession "^

the ^ir f°r,1
''"•" T ""'''• -fi" »«>«rt rattling bo.

whe-eT 1 f f ''' """• "" '"" "" 'he master's scT-

L mofher'"A T^l ^"""^ '"^^PO^We. The distanehis mothers house fron the village occasioned him, as is u-m such crcumstanees, to bring his dinner in his pXt at m-he wa,^.,„,^3 „„„^^ ,^ ^.^^ ^.^^ Andrew!!an al'gtment of some advantage to old Martha; for Mrs Pierston ^..m good crcumstanees, and indulgent to her only son tI^commenced one of those attachments which are foZ^ but ^school, and are generally supposed to weather the changes !fortune, and the blasts of adversity, better than the riendship,of more considerate years. '
«uu»iiips

The buoyancy of Pierston's spirits gave him a seeming ascen-dancy over Wyhe; but it was soon observed by the neigbbou™

TtC^?' ""f'T-
'" "" "'"«^'' ^-^ *=". "y subm t™^

S 1»„
"-agement of things of greater moment,.f such language may

! r -iplied to the disinterested concerns ofschool-boys. Piersto. h ..' Asa ^ it might have been

"™
^om us early ettect., ,,m.» advantage over his rustiT'com"-
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panlon. He had spent his boyhood in Glasgow, and had b<»en

several years at the grammar-school of that city, before his

.9^other removed to the Woodside house. lie was in conse-
•"xje pretty well, for his time, accomplish* ' in many tricks.

•d much less in awe of the municipal dignitaries of the
uring towns ; and accordingly, at the different fairs, to

p constantly induced Andrew to accompany him, he not
pt his p5rt better among the town boys, but even went

.^jthan most of them in the frolics customary on such occa-

^ . But alth. igh it was said of Charles that he was a per-
V devil's limb, he liad a generous warmth of heart, and a

4>ly good ]i imour, that bespoke a favourable interpretation to

yworst and wildest stratagems—Many an old apple-woman
.„r the fairs, however, on seeing the gowk and the titling

.p,pproach, (as the two boys were called,) watched their tempt-
aing piles of toys and delcctables with gleg een, and staff grasped
v^o repel some pawkie aggression ; while, at the same time, the
hoys were always merrily welcomed, for Charles had plenty of
ocket-money, and spent it freely.

^f, in those excursions to the fairs, Pierston found fun and
i»lic, Andrew reaped some experience of the world. He soon

:„.'jw that the money his companion spent was sufficient to set up
ny old woman with a stand ; and the thought occurred to him,

that if he could get Charles, on the next fair day, to give his

money to Janet Pirn, a sly and droll o?d lame widow, with whose
tales and ballads they had been often entertained during the
winter, they might be able to pay Janet a shilling for her trouble,

and make a great deal of money by the speculation. The idea
was most delightful ; but Charles justly dreaded that if the
«»;jstence of the copartnery should become known to the other
V ys, especxiiliy to those belonging to the towns, the consequences
would be ruinous, as Janet would assuredly be plundered with-
out mercy. This consideration, however, was soon got over, by
Andrew saying, that if they kept their own secret, it could never
be known.

Terms were accordingly proposed to Janet, who readily

ivilwiimiiig fair-day came
round, she made her appearance at the corner of the bridge,
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seated in an arm-chair, dressed in her red cloak and black

Sunday bonnet, with a table before her, covered with a cloth

secretly borrowed by Charles from his mother's napery-chest,

and temptingly adorned with a competert stock of the requisite

allurements. The boys themselves had accompanied Janet into

Irvine to buy them, and they also assisted her to set them out to

the best advantage. The muscalmonds were declared to be as

big as doos' eggs—the sweeties and corianders were of all sizes

and colours, intermingled with the smallest and fairest Mistress

Nanse~the rock of Gibraltar was laid forth, with all its best

veins particularly turned towards the view— parliament-cakes,

and gingerbread watches, richly gilded— piles of raisins and of

figs—gems of sugar- candy—and amber lumps of barley-sugar

—

constituted this garden of Hesperides, round which a formidable

array of idolatries of all descriptions, from ogres with a cuiran

in the forehead instead of an eye, to game-cocks with bits of

cinnamon for spurs, were exhibited to the greatest advantage.

Such another stand was not in the whole fair. Janet had a great

run ; and the two boys, each with a stick in his hand, stood

sentinels at the ends of the table. All went on for some time

in the most prosperous way. Andrew counted the gains that

were flowing in, and Charles enticed customers by the bravado

of his eulogium on the articles for sale. But this display of

goods, and of the interest which the gowk and the titling had in

the concern, excited the envy and jealousy of their less success-

ful competitors ; and when, about noon, Janet and another carlin

adjourned to one of the public-houses to get a bottle of ale to

their dinner of bread and cheese, the secret was divulged that

she was but an agent and a hireling. We shall not attempt to

describe the speed with which the story spread, nor the indigna-

tion of all the rival sweetie-wives. The juvenile customers, who
had dealt with Janet merely because her sweets were the best at

the fair, thought themselves cheated, and opened an incessant

fire of the small shot of pips, while a tremendous battery of

twenty mouths, every now and then, roared from the adjacent

stands. Andrew advisee' Janet to pack up her things quietly,

but Charles insisted she shnnlri not hiiHo-o n sfpn • fTiPv Vinrl aa

good a right to sell things at the fair as any other body, and he

'1
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was prepared to defend it. The attack continued—the crowd
gathered—Charles lost his temper, and struck a great heavy lum-
bering country lout that was laughing at him, over the fingers.
The fellow retaliated. Some of the spectators took part with
Charles—a battle^royal ensued, in the midst of which the table

'

was overset, and all its treasures trodden in the mire, amidst the
acclamations and t>^e clapping of hands of aU the rival dealers.
The two boys seemg their golden dream thus dissipated,

retired from the scene, and left those who had been involved in
their cause to fight the battle out. But they did not retire to
bewail their misfortune—they were more heroic. Charles saw,
and indeed felt, that he was no match for the country lad who
had thrashed him, but his ire did not burn the less fiercely. On
the contrary, he went with Andrew in quest of some of their
school-feOows, to assist in revenging the wrong which he had
himself provoked.

CHAPTER V.

COMMOW SENSE.

When the two boys had walked up the street, and passed
through the gate of the masons' lodge into the churchyard, with-
out meeting with any of their companions, Andrew halted and
said,

'^ Od, Charlie, I'm thinking we had as weel bide as we are—yon's a horned stot, in comparison to us, wha hae but banes
o' g;L.Ie—and a solid chap o' his neive would be as deadly as
Coomy the smith's forehammer-Od, I'm no for meddling ony
mair wi' the rauckle brute."

Pierston reprobated the pusillanimity of this prudent senti-
ment, and became more and more resolute for revenge.

^

"Vera weel," cried Wylie, "tak your ain gait, and get your
e en steekit and your nose smash'd, and see what ye'll mak o't—
- r- V 1 -. •- jc a Dc, ixic icauiiig you name, Diinu and bleeding,
vn a napkin or an auld stocking tied round your head. Eh!
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what II skroij^hinjr at tlio sip:ht o' you, Charlie, there will be!—
your mother running out and in, clapping her hands for her
munlor't bairn."

" I dinna care though he were to kill me!" exclaimed Charles,
"if I had but my will o' him beforehand."

" Ay, that's sense," said Andrew, "gin ye cotdd but get your
will o' him first; but the fear is, that he may get the will o' us
—and what's to be done thenP"

I'iorston was a little puzzled with this, and l^ositating, said,
after a moment's reflection—" We might watch for him, and
stane him frae behind the dyke, when he's gaun hamc in the
gloanung."

^

" It's a cowardly thing to waylay a defenceless man—Od,
Charlie, I thought ye had mair spunk !" replied Andrew, in per-
fect sincerity, but still only anxious to pacify the resentment of
his friend. Touch my honour touch my life, was a sentiment
that Pierston liatt learned among the youths of his own kidney
at the grammar-school of Glasgow ; and the implied unworthi-
ness of taking his enemy unprepared, atfected him in his most
vidnerable feelinjrs.

" What am I to do, Andrew ? It's a dreadfu' thing to gi'e up
my satisfaction. Look at my lug whar the brute struck mo-
it's birzed black and blue— deevil's in him, but I'll gar him
rue't."

Andrew examined the wounded part, and declared it was just
a flea-bite. " It's a wee red," said he, " and before half an hour's
by ye'U ne'er fin't. Man, Charlie, it's bairnly to male sic a wark
for a bit tig on the luiifet—a' ye gottin's no the tae half o' what
ye gied—for ye're a deevil at a paik, when your birses are ui>—
—1 would na come in your reverence 'then for something."

Pierston was flattered by the compliment to his strength and
valour

;
his pride was also touched at the idea of exaggerating

the effects of the blow he had received, which Andrew, in fact,
adroitly undervalued, and he said, « As for the thump on the
side o' the head, I hae thole't twenty times mair before noo; and
I think I would be content if I was sure he had gotten as muckle
frae me."

" Ye need hae na doubt o' that, Charlie, for he got twa for
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aiic—ye ken, ye were the first aggressor, ye struck him first wi'
tlie stick, and he gicd you but a gentle slaik wi's paw—I dinna
tliink lie was very wud for a' tliat—and tlien ye birl'd at him.
Od

!
but ye'ro u terrier when in a passion, Charlie—and when

a's considered, I think we ought to be thankfu' that we came off
wi' hale banes, and nue blood spilt."

" Ihit the Stan' was coupit, and a' our merchandize lost—wha's
to mak up that?" replied Pierston, fairly at a loss for a suffi-

cient reason to nurse his rage any longer.

" I hae had my thoughts o' that too," said our hero, " aud I
jealouse that it was nae a right thing o' us to be marrows in ony
sic trade wi' cripple Janet. It was interloping wi' the auld
sweetie-wives—ye saw what a stoor raise amang them when the
truth came out—there were nae ither callants at the fair keeping
stands." * ^

" That's weel frae you, Andrew," said Charles, " for it was a'

your own doing—I didna care a bawbee for the stand, and a'

the profit."

"I'll mak nae denial," was Wylie's discreet answer; "for I
kent nae better

; but I hae got insight by the upshot, and I wish
the whole story were weel hidden ; for gin that lassie Mary
Cunningham hears that we were keeping a stand, like twa
sweetie-wives at the fair, she'll berry my seven senses wi' her
jeering—a' ye hae gotten will be naething to what I maun thole,
so let's keep a calm sough and close tongues."

Charles was now fully persuaded, not only of the propriety of
stifling his revenge, but also convinced that they had not been
engaged in any very honourable adventure ; and said, with some
degree of mortification and chagrin, " I hope Janet has ta'en care
o' the table-cloth, for sic a rippit there will be about it if it's

lost!"

Andrew, perceiving that he had gained a complete victory,
proposed that they should return to cripple Janet ; and they
found her replacing the stand with such of the articles as she
had been able to pick up, selling the damaged at great bargains
to the children, who, hovering round her, deplored the wreck of

' v^^Oiixm-^uitics. ±lv moment, however, that the
gowk and the titling were again seen on the spot, the auld
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wivos iirouml imnu'<liiitoly broke (iiit on tlicm u srcorul tinjo;

mul suoh liiut Imvm fho rlloct, of AjkIivw's ivpnwiilation of tho
\iu\V(»r(hy imfuro of thoir fopnniuM-y, tluit ('lmrl(>s wiw (piito

<liuintod by thoir l>!iut«M-, and slunk iwiiy. ()nr hero, however,
WHS none disinayiMl ; but >vi(l» givat address ttn'ned (he Heide in
their favour, by telling Janet that he and Charles gave up to

her ttU the tuerehandi/e and prolit, oi> eotiditiou that she took
good eare of the table-elofh. Never was generosity belter timed,
—the gitY was a lidlo tortuue to old .lauet, and ^^he so K)udly
expressed her thanks and gralittule, that the other women, to
whom the boys hatl been good enstomers on other oeeasions,
joined instantly in praising them to the skies, and long beforo
the evening, the gowk and the titling were in us high favour as
ever.

Hut the eonsetpuMU'es of this mhenture did not stop hen*. It

reaehed the ears of Mrs IMerston, who had, indeed, i)reviously
begun to suspect that the school at Stonevholni was not exactly
the tittest jilaee for a boy of her son's prospects ; and (Charles
was soon at>er ivmoved, and sent to eonipleto his cMlucation in
one of the neighbouring towns, where he continued till he was
sununoned to London by an uncle, a great city nu»rchant. A
second time Andrew was thus again left to himself; Init tho
friendship between him and (Miarles was not entirely broken by
their separati«»n. For at the vacation an<i holidays, Tierston
n'gtdarly visited his nu)ther at the Woodside- House, and his
intimacy with Andivw wius, or., those occasions, as uniformly
renewed. The -lUrerence of the spheres in which they moved
was, however, gradually operating a change on the characters
of both. Charles, destincHl for the mercantile profession, and
amidst genteel comi)anions, odueafed in the hopes and prospects
of oindence, was every year developing more ami nu)rc into a
spruce and tonish gallant ; while Andrew, bred up in rustic
poverty, and without any detinite views as to his future life,

settUnl into a little gash earlie, remarkable chletly for a straight-
forward simplicity. Ilis drollery and goml humour, however,
rendered him a familiar and prodigious favourite with every body

;

and although fcAV in the parish were, perhaps, more destitute of
any visible means of rising in tho world, a contiUeat belief was
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cntcrlaliuMl amniif? all who knew liitn, flmf lie was dontiiKid to
iMHMinuMirii'li niiiii- aKivat.(tn(>)i(iri(M-v(«rv('ntur('(l l()antirii»a.to;

nothin^r indocd could ho inoni opposiro to any idea of porHotial
Rratidciir, than his Hmall, HJiort, roiind-houded figure, smooth
api)l(>-clu<<>k», and littlo twinkling eyes.

CIIAPTFJI VI.

TIIP! 0»»Bt)I,TATIO».

At tlui prrlod of whlrli we arc now troating, neither the com-
nieree nor inanufaetnres «if Scuttland had risen to that height
whieh has since wrotight Ku«'h changes, not only in the ojjpear-
anec of the ecmntry, hut utt'ecting the very depths and principlcB
of the national eharacter.

The youth having few means of advancement, and hut a nar-
row field of enter])rise at home, sought their fortunes ahroa<l

;

and good sehocdini^-, as it was called, eonstitutcd the common
patrimony of the Scottish adventurer. As Andnjw waa rendered
nnfit hy his feehle frame for the drudgery of a farmer, his grand-
mother, actuated in her humble sphere hy the national spirit,

resolved to spare no cost on his edueati(m. IJut whether to
breed him for a divine, a doctor, or a lawyer, wan a point not
easily determined. It presented even more diflieultics to her
imagination than any apprehension which she entertained of
procuring the means

; for with resijcct to the latter, her trust in
the care of Providence was unbounded ; and she had heard of
many gosjiel ministers, come of no better stock, who bravely
upheld the banner of the testimony, even unto the death. She
had also heard of doctors who had returned nabobs from India,
that began as shop-boys to druggists ; and of lawyers on the
freehold-roll of the county, that hud (commenced their career by
running errands for town-oflicers.

But as sh.e vmM not determine for lieradf, slic resolved to

consult the master. Accordingly, one afternoon, when the school
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had been disinisstMl, she wont to his liouso, and found him at his
t.«!^ hstening, with a faint smile that playc-d among his features
hke sunshine tlu-ougli the hedgerow, to some little con.ic oeeur-
renee in the village whieh Andrew was <lesenhing, while sitting
at Ins side as a companion, but not at that time u particii)atinir
guest.

» i e

Tlie small room where they were seated was in the baek part
of the sehool-house. IJehind the door, in a recess, stood a humble
bed, covered with a patched and (piilted coverlet, which at night
was carefully lemoved, being only used for show by day. Front-
ing the entrance, a mahogany scrutoire was placed, somewhat
<)t mi incongruous degree of splendour, compared with the general
style ot the apartment, and over it hung a Dutch looking-glass
in a gaudy frame of flowers and gilding, a considerable margin
ot the plate being adorned with birds and foliage painted on
the surface. The top of the scrutoire, under the glass, was
covered witn a damask towel, and occupied by several volumes
neatly bound, a tall wine goblet, with a white spiral line up the
stalk filleil with flowers, and a mahogany tea-chest, with an
inlaid likeness of a clam-shell in front. The window was
between the scrutoire and the waJl facing the bed. It consisted
of four panes, and looked into a small garden, rank with apple-
nngy, and other fragrant herbs and stately flowers. The sole
of the window was occupied with a flower-pot containing a
geranium, round which several books lay scattered, a shaving-
box, a razor-case, and a hone. Op, osite to the window, and
near the door, stood an eight-day clock, with a black bust
between the volutes on the top, bearing the well-known inscrip-
tion ot the cloud-capt towers, indicatijig that the image was
meant for Shakspcare. Between the clock and the corner
Andrew and the master were sitting when his grandmother
entered, and she was in consequence requested to take a seat in
an angular elbow-chair, which occupied the corner opposite to
them.

"I'm come," said Martha, "to hae a crack wi' you about this
get It's time noo that he were thinking o' doing something
for himsel'. He's weel through his fifteen, and I would fain hae
an inKiing gin lie be o' ony capacity."
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Mr Tannyl.ill, foreseeing that the conversation would ttirn onpnrt.eulars, whieh n„>ht bo as well diseussed inAMabseneo, ..guested that it would be proper for bin. to retire
^^y, «"»« I»s grandmother, "tak the door on your back andPluy your^er till „.e and the n.aister hae eo.e to an understi

ho t,.uk t ,„ door on I,,, back by shutting it afW l,i„,, ho „l„ec.lhnmolf d„se to it in the kitchon, from which tho room ™ '"^
and overheard all that passed within.

'

"I'oor laddie," resumed Martha, when he had retired, "he'sno strong; ,,a^ ^,^-, „„ ,,, ,„,„_ ^^^ ^^,.^.^ .^^ ^^
. ^'^

Mr lannyhdl, what's your coneoit^ I doubt he has nao «„the east „' gruee nmlful ,„ a gospel-minister. James ZnTythe drogg.st in Kilwinning, would tak him for a word „' m;mouth, .f y„ thought he's o' a physical turn; and John GleTd^

muekTTT';'
"''" "" "'' '" •'' ""''^'"' »"''-' promised a.muekle but I eanna say 1 hae ony broo o' the law, for it's"^deadly distemper amang friens ; and Andru, though ba tirpawkie-d » ce, ,s a warm hearted creature, and would^bo o'er s"mpm^the seventies of justice, especially i„ pleas amang kith and

"Tlie master rep< I, that, of all the learned professions h^really thought Wh^de was best disposed by natuLTtheIw•for a^thouglC Md he, "the craw thinks i^ ain bird th whU-
'

^r,";":-
^""'"' '•"' "'''«• '•"°" "ft^'ion, as toTma-gmo that Andrew's qualified to make a soun' fraJ the piZtand noo-a-days, even if he were, a' things o' religion h„e settled

a k.rk. W, your eye's ordinar looks, I fear, though be were

riXc^irbi-'ar'-"^"""^'''"'^''''"^-'"^^^^^

.„"''r "i°,
'"'''•"'^ '°"''^. M' Tannyhill, I think they're weeleneugh. There may be brawer, but a hantle are far waur "

said Martha, a little tartly; "howsomever, if it's your ZLthat he wouldna make a sincere divine, I ^ould rlth r se:tmgaun about the farms t.^' tk q,_,. ., , .,
^^^ "^°*

sa.xpence a-day, than walking the dykc-sides betw^rho^and
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stiirvntion, wi' a thin >vhlto faco, mid his foivfinRiT iitwcon tlic

h'jivos ()' 8()mo nuld kifth' Latin hnkc."

" Yonr (It'soription o n IncklcMs prolmtioncr," said (lie mustor
with a sij2:h, ''is owor tnir. It's a state withont pinisure to tlio

man hinisH', and a sorrow to a' tliat soo him. I wonid ho \\m
to think tjjat Anihvw's hlitho spirit was (jucnchod wi' tho tear
<)f mortitication; and thorof'oro, Martha, if yv. wonld tbllow my
advioo, ii' 1 can say is, K't Inm choose hotwcon Mr Sinnry and
John (<U<dd.

" 1 joah)nso, sir," ropliod Martha, "that ho has hnt n snm*
stomai'h lor tho drojjr traiio, anil 1 f'anoy lio'll tak to tho hiw."
"In that," said Mr Tannyhill, "I donht not, wi' u portion of

porsovoranoo, ho may grow a topjiinj? oluiraotor. J hao soon ut

Kdiid)nrfi'h, whon 1 was at tho Collogo, advooatos prondly hoforo
tho Courts, that ooidd rtx'kon no highor purontago. Ho has
oidy to join oaro to inthistry, and, l)y a dooont nso o' tho moans
that rrovi(UMU'o may phioo in his power, I have no doid)t ho'll

reap hoth riohos and honour."

While IMurtha was thus drawing- out, in the pursuit of her
object, tho latent and shnnhering mind of tho master, our hero
was listening with a throbbing heart. At the mention of tho
ministry, a dim vision iloatod before him, in which tho fair form
of Mary Cuimingham was blended with tho interior of a church,
and the remombranee of fifty psalms. It was, however, but tho
passionless association of feelings and recollections that dissolved

away, and was lost in disagreeable images of the green and yel-
low gallipots, sores and salves, odious slutis and bottled reptiles,

with which tho name of James Sinney, the druggist, was asso-
ciated. The chances, by prudenoo and industry, of attaining
riches and honotirs through tlio legal jirofossion, determined his

choice; and he put an end to the consultation by opening the
door, and looking in, at the same time saying, "I'm for John
Glctld's, grannie."
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CUAVTVM vn.

TIIJ< OUTKIT.

'I'liKin.; arc fow things in tli(( world more wonderful to pliilo-
RO))liy tliun tho means hy whioh the lionest poor of Scotland aro
fnahled, ln)m day to day, with lip:hf heartn, strong? arms, and
brave spirits, to face the ills of life with what they call " sma'
families "—that is, at least half-a-do/en children. Hut their
Kt'neral condition is comparative opulence to what was the lot of
old Martha Docken; and yet she was one of a class that would
have si)urned the gifts of charity—of that (dass to whom the
«H)untry still points with pride, and we hope long will, in spito
of all the improvements in agriculture, manufactures, and com-
merce.

As soon as it was determined that Andrew should he sent to
John (Jledd's, the writer, to learn the law, various imi)ortant
considerations requiredto be well weighed by his grandmother.
In the lirst place, John lived in Kilwinning, a town three miles
at least from Stoncyhohn ; and in the second, according to cus-
tom, it was rc(piisite that Andrew, as a lawyer's clerk, should bo
tt little better dressed than formerly ; although Martha assured
him that the ragged coat o' the callant was ne'er a mot in the
man's marriage.

In a long prospeclive contemplation of the era which had
now arrived, Martha had carefully preserved the Sunday clothes
of his father

; but in order to fit him, they required considerabb
alterations, and a consultation was held with Thomas Steck, the
tailor, on the subject, the result of which was, that on a day set
for the purpose, Thomas, with his laddie, Clipping Jock, arrived
betimes at Martha's cottage-door, with all the requisite imple-
ments of their profession. The tailor himself, being a lamiter,
with a drawn-up leg, and using a stilt, carried the shears in his
left hand

;
and Jock, a little hump-backed creature, brought the

goose behind him, bearing the law-board over his shoulder. By
their art and contrivance, Andrew was properly equipjjed to take
his place at John Gledd's desk—John having, on the first appli-
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cation, immediately agreed to lighten Martha's hand of the boy •

for however strict in the harsh offices of caption and horning,'
he had the friendly spirit of the poor man among the poor, and
was ever ready, to the utmost stretch of his narrow means, to
help a neighbour in need.

The day fixed for our hero to enter the world by the clachan
of Kilwinning, was the first Monday of May. On the Sunday
before, he made his appearance at church in his new garb.
As the young bird lingers about the nest, and is timid and

reluctant to trust its untried wing, the fancy of the schoolboy,
when he is on the point of first leaving home, hovers amidst the
scenes of his childhood, and wistfully looks back on a thousand
little objects which, till then, he had never thought were dear to
him. In the calm still evening of that Sabbath, this sentiment
pervaded the bosom of our youthful adventurer, insomuch that,
when the master invited him, as a testimony of his regard to
take tea with hi*, he declined it, saying, " I am vera mickle
obliged, sir; but I'm thinking o' just taking a dauner round the
Craigland parks."

The good and simple TannyhiU was so deeply sensible of the
feeling which dictated this refusal, that he said nothing, but
followed Andrew with his eye, as he saw him moving away
towards the fields. " That laddie," said he, to one of the neigh-
hours who happened at the time to come up, "has mair in him
than we gie him credit for. I wouldna be surprised to hear of
him being something yet."

Andrew, after parting from the master, strayed into the
Craigland plantations, and kept his course along a path that
ran beneath the south side of the garden wall attached to the
mansion-house, until he had entered the ancient policy of the
domain.

Every thing about the Craiglands betokened the disposition
of the laird. The house was large, ynj built at different times.
About eighty years before, an addition had been made, in such
a inanner as to convert the end of the original mansion, or for-
talice, into the principal front; by which a fine old avenue of
plane-trees was thrown, as it were, aside, and another approach
was formed towards the new front, which looked into what, in
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the improver's time, had been an inclosed parterre, or flower-
Kun n—a low hewn-stone wall, with square columns at inter-
vals, surrounding the same; in the front of which, and at each
side, was a gateway, formed by stately square pillars, crowned
with sculptured pine-apples. The plan and architecture, though
in a formal, were certainly in something of a grand style, if not
in a good taste

; but all was in a state of ruinous neglect—the par-
terre was overgrown with weeds—vast bunches of nettles and
docks filled the corners, and rose above the inclosing wall—the
pine-apple heads of several of the pillars lay among them as
they had fallen-and washing-tubs, and coals, and peats, were
piled against .the house, under the very windows of the dining-
room. But if the mansion and grounds were neglected, the
woods suffered little from sharing the same carelessness. The
trees, left to themselves, had grown into every possible shape of
picturesque luxuriance; and fortunately both for the admirer
of the spot and the heir, the laird would not sufier them to be
touched, and, in consequence, the Cruigland groves were among
the most beautiful in the west of Scotland.

As Andrew sauntered alone into the checkered gloom of
those old avenues, the hopes of his young imagination, in some
degree, partook of the sober colouring that was settling on the
distant vista of the landscape beyond, as the evening twilight
gradually faded. He was still, it Is true, a mere boy, but he
was entering on that epoch of life when all the affectionate feel-
ings of the bosom begin to concentrate into passion; and for
some time, by the gradual removal of his school-fellows, he had
been, in a manner, left alone in the village—a situation cal-
culated to nourish his sensibility for the beautie^j of nature.
At the bottom of the avenue ran a small stream, over which

in the gayer days of the Craiglands, a wooden bridge had been
thrown; but it was long destroyed, and a plank supplied its
place.

^

On this plank Andrew seated himself, and for some
time, in idleness, continued turning the pebbles with his toe in
the channel. Mary Cunningham, who was out walking with
one of the maids, happened, in returning home, to see him; and
steppmg softly up behind him, covered his eyes suddenly with
her hands-" It's you, Mary!" cried he instinctivelv ; and the
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lively girl, unclosing his eyes, began to laugh and jeer at his
new appearance. "You may tak your fill o't the night, Mary,"
said he, "but it winna be lang ye'll hae't in your power."
"Eh!" cried Mary, seriously, "whar are ye gaun?"
*rm boun' the morn's morning to John Gledd's, in Kilwin-

ning.

"And what are ye to do there, Wheelie?"
"I'm thinking o' making a forton."

By this time the maid had joined them, and she interposed
laughingly, saying, "And when he's a grand man, he'll come
and marry you, Miss Mary."
"Oh, that will be sic a while!" said Mary.
What more might have ensued, we cannot presume to con-

jecture; but the conversation was interrupted by the shrill voice
of Miss Mizy, heard echoing from within the garden, " Mary
Cunningham, whar are ye? Come into the house, and tak your
book immedientfy;" at the sound of which Mary skipped away,
followed by the maid; and Andrew, rising from the bridge, re-
turned home to his grandmother's cottage.

CHAPTER VIII.

CHANQES.

Soon after this little incident, a lease of one of the Craigland
farms fell in ; and the augmentation which the laird received in
the rent at the renewal, fully justifiect his sister. Miss Mizy, to
urge him to send Mary, as he had originally designed, to an
Edinburgh boarding-school, to learn genteel manners, and how
to sew satin-pieces and play on the spinnet—the indispensable
accomplishments at that period of an Ayrshire laird's daughter,
and we do not know that any essential improvement has been
made in the order of their education since.

By this arrangement, Andrew, during his apprenticeship with

ma assiduit

'

TV*
iTittiJf UU illUiU, Meanwhile,
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at the desk was quite exemplary, as well as the determination
with which he was actuated to acquire a knowledge of his pro-
fession-if knowledge it might be called of the law, which con-
sisted merely in being able to copy with fidelity that circuitous
and perplexing verbosity, which is professedly intended to be
clearer and plainer than the language of common sense. He
was also distinguished from all the lads of his own age, for the
preference which he gave to the knacky conversation of old and
unginal characters. It signified not to him, whether the parties
with whom he enjoyed his leisure, were deemed douce or daft •

It was enough that their ta'k was cast in queer phrases, and their
minds ran among the odds and ends of tilings. By this pecu-
liar humour, he was preserved in his clachan simplicity; while
he made, as he often afterwards said himself, "his memorv like
a wisdom-pock, a fouth of auld knick-knacketies-clues of ex-
perience and shapings of matter, that mig]. ; serve to clout the
rents m the knees and elbows o' straits and difficulties

"

An event, however, happened, which changed the prospects of
his professional career. John Gledd had a shock of the palsy
and was obliged to give up his business, by which Andrew wa
thrown on the world Ue had, however, begun to acquire some
confidence m himself; and this event did not so much depresshim on his own account, as on that of his master. He had also by
this time some suspicion that Kilwinning was not exactly the best
place for becoming that grand man he was determined to be.The Illness of John Gledd, therefore, decided his fate and
tor.uno.

^

At first it was proposed, as he had got the pen of aready writer that he should try to obtain a place in the clerk'schamber of Irvine or Ayr, from which, like others of the legalry he might in time migrate to Edinburgh for a season, andthen con.e back to Kilwinning, and endeavour to gather custom^ong the clients of his old master. But, af^er m^ch delibeZ

Cw^r f?T^^.^*^/«"
hi"^ ^nd his grandmother that he

should try his luck m London, that great city."

Marfh! 7^^'lfy
«^"^^^^^ ^»d bold resolution occurred toMartha, from the great good fortune that had attended a n^^^ceof her own who was settled there. The youn^ woman ha.I .nn.

tu .ne metropolis as a servant with the Eaglesham family, ^and"
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had the good-hick to attract the affections of Mr Ipsey, an old

sohcitor of high rejmtation and great connexions, and who,
finding he could not obtain her love on easier terms, had the
good sense to make her his wife. Between Martha and her
kinswoman no literary correspondence subsisted ; but from time
to time they heard of each other, and the old woman rejoiced

at the prosperity of her niece, but without thinking, till John
Gledd's misfortune, that it would ever be of any avail to her
grandson. That event, ho vever, directed her eyes towards Mrs
Ipsey, and it was determined to solicit her influence with her
husband on our hero's behalf. A letter was accordingly written

by Andrew to that effect ; and, by return of the post, a kind and
considerate reply was received, honourable alike to Mrs IpseyV
spirit as a Scotchwoman, and to her husband's generosity as an
EngHshman. She informed Martha that Mr Ipsey had retired

from business several years ; but that his successor, Mr Vellum,
would receive Andrew, whenever it was convenient for him to

come to London ; and that, as his outfit would probably cost more
than her aunt could well afford, she inclosed a bill for twenty
pounds, not as a gift, but as a loan, to be repaid by Andrew
whenever he could do so.

The receipt of this friendly and considerate letter was an aus-

picious omen, that every one in Stoneyholm regarded as a sure

token of something grand in the future fortunes of Andrew

;

and to none did it give more pleasure than to the master, whom
our hero himself was the first to inform of his great good-luck.

" I'm glad to hear it, Wheelie," said the kind and good Tan-
nyhill; "but neither in this, nor in anything else, be either

overly lifted up, or cast down.^ Take some honest and honour-
able purpose in your mind, and make all your endeavours bend
to the attainment thereof; by that ye'll not only get forward in

life, but your steps will be steady and respected, though your
passaging be slow. But, my bai/n, set not your thought on
riches as an end, but only as a means, for something more
solid to yoursel', and pleasing in the sifyht of Him, who, in this

favour, has given you erlis of the servitude he claims from you
—the which is to be kindly and generous, but neither to be in-

considerate nor lavish."

iij

iw.
MMIiil
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Andrew was fully sensible of the force of this advice ; and

perhaps he was the more impressed with its practicable wisdom,

inasmuch, as it was in unison with the natural and habitual

course of his own reflections. For although he was not a Sir

Isaac Newton, to reason in his boyhood about any thing so well,

as that philosopher's meditations on the cause which occasioned

the fall of an apple, he was nevertheless, in his way, endowed

with a peculiar genius, and had formed, even at this early

period, a scheme of lile and conduct, in which he was resolved

to persevere.

CHAPTER IX.

PREPARATIONS.

In some respects, the parish of Stoneyholm was, at the period

of Andrew's departure, not so fortunate in its pastor as its

neighbour Dalmailing, of which the meek and pious Mr Bal-

whidder was then the incumbent ; nor could it even be com-

pared with the well-watered vineyard of Garnock, where the

much-celebrated Doctor Zachariah Pringle had, some years

before, been appointed helper and successor. For the reverend

Doctor Dozadeal was a town-bred clergyman; and having been

a tutor in the family of an EJinburgh advocate, had of course

more genteel manners, and less warmth of heart, than is usually

found among the genuine presbyters of the Scottish church.

In his address he was dry and grave, and measured out his

sentences as apothegms of impressive wisdom. He preferred

the formal dinners of the heritors to the sick-beds of the low-

lier members of his flock. This was natural; but he also

studied, it was alleged, a little too earnestly, the advancement

of his interests in this work' , and it was understood that he had

only accepted the cure of the parish, in the hope, and under the

promise, of one more suited to his habits. He took no pains to

ingratiate himself with his parishioners—he knew few of them

3. C
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by name, and they seldom troubled him with their little cares

and anxieties; the tempering of which, by advice and consola-

tion, is perhaps the best, as it is the most amiable, of all a pas-

tor's duties. His deportment and manners were, however,

spotless and irreproachable; and the habitual respecc with

which the Scottish peasantry regard their ministers, secured him

all the external deference that is commonly paid by the people,

to a character which religion, tradition, and patriotism, have

hallowed to the national affections.

To a being constituted with the peculiar humours of our

hero, such a man as Doctor Dozadeal could not fail to appear in

the most unfavourable light. The whole of the framed and

set up manners which the doctor had assumed, as particularly

dignified, were disagreeable to Andrew; and his shrewdness de-

tected, beneath the solemn cloak of his consequentiality, a char-

acter which, 6n account of its own endowments and merits, was

really entitled to no extraordinary respect. Instead, therefore,

of being impressed with those sentiments of awe and admira-

tion, which the doctor constantly, on all occasions, endeavoured

to inspire, and which, from a few of the parishioners, he cer-

tainly sometimes obtained, Andrew was in the practice, even

before he went to John Gledd's, of mocking his pomposity; and

this irreverent disposition was none weakened at the time when

the preparations were making for his departure for London.

His grandmother, however, deemed it necessary that he should

pay the doctor a formal visit prior to his departure, in order

to receive his advice, according to a good old custom that

had prevailed from time immemorial; and which will ever

be preserved while the intercou?se between the minister and

his parishioneis is maintained on true Christian and presby-

terian principles. The doctor himself would, perhaps, have

been as willing as our hero to have dispensed with the perfor-

mance of this ancient homage, at least if we may judge by

the result.

Andrew crept slowly and reluctantly to the manse door, and

on asking for the minister, was shown into the parlour, where the

doctor was sitting at a table, 8iumbering in his elbow-chair. A

new book, with a few of the early leaves cut, lay before him;
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and an ivory folder, which had dropped from his hand, was

lying on the floor at his foot.

His age might be near fifty : in his person he was inclined to

corpulency ; and there was a certain degree of sallow lethargy

in the cast and complexion of his features, the effect of habitual,

rather than of constitutional, indolence.

Like most country clergymen in the forenoon, he was slovenly

dressed. His breeches' knees were only half-buttoned, his

stockings ill drawn up, his shoes unfastened and down in the

heel, his neckcloth lax and dirty, and his whole appearance

betokening a man little liable to be disturbed by visiters.

Andrew, on entering the room, made a bob with his head for

a bow, and stood for about a minute swinging his hat in his

hand, and looking round the walls and towards the ceiling,

casting a momentary glance towards the doctor, who, roused by

his entrance, seemed to wait in expectation of some communi-

cation ; seeing, however, that Andrew was not inclined to speak,

the doctor said, " Well, Andrew, what is your business with

me?"
" My grannie sent me to tell you, sir, that I'm gaun to London

to learn the law there"—was the reply, uttered at, but not to, the

doctor ; for by this time his eyes had settled on the dial-plate of

the minister's watch, which hung over the mantelpiece.

" And when do you go ? " inquired the doctor.

" As soon as my grannie can get my bit pack o' duds ready,"

said Andrew, in the same careless and awkward manner. The
doctor then requested him to sit down, and Andrew seated liimself

on the chair nearest the door.

" I hope," said the minister, " you will do your endeavour to

give satisfaction to your employers."

" An I dinna do that, what will come o' meP" was the an-

swer.

"You must study to acquire respectful manners, and to behave

properly towards your superiors." Andrew made no reply to

this ; but raising his eyes, which, on taking his seat, he had cast

downward, he looked for a moment at tlio doctor, who conti-

nued, " for you must have often heard it remarked, tha* a man's

manners commonly make his fortune.!'
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" Atwocl I sliniiM ken tlitit," snid Andrew, in tlio most, in-

dilVorcnt iniiiuuT; 'Mnritwas aye (he Hrs( (•opy-llno tliat tho

niuish'i' sot, whoM ho \}\\t us in sma' writo."

'V\\o doctor's oouiitonimoo vvms a liltio froublod by tliis roply,

n«)t only on aooount of llio words, hut tlio maiinor in wliioli It,

was said ; and ho rosiuuod with un aooont somewhat approaching

to sovority—

-

" I \\;\\o lioard that you liavo good iVionds to tako you by tho

hand in London, and it is woll y(»u aro so i'ortnnato ; for I douht,

young' man, you will nood all thoir assistanoo."

Tho ohooks of Androw fhishod for a tnotnont at this ol)sor\'tt-

tion, and ho again dartod a glanoo from undor his hrows towards

tho dootor, who oontimiod spoaking, his voioo gradually rising

intc. tho tono of a lootnro.

" llithorto you havo hoon but on tho threshold of the world,

and you have exjiorionood none of its dillioulties; you will find

now that mankind are, in general, an unfriendly race, and that

in London they are very dilforont from yinu' rustic friends here

in St(Mu\vhohn. There tho sucoossfui look proudly down on

tho poor, bestriding: tho path, to prevent new candidates from

sharing with them the vantage ground of fortune."

"(Jin they'll no let mo by, I uuuui try to run through aneath

their legs," said Andrew, interrupting the oration with a sly

indilfereiu'y, Avhich olfootually diseoiu'orted the rev(M'end doctor,

who, taking: up the hook from the table, said, in a tone ecpiiva-

lent to a dismissal, " I wish you, young man, all numncr of

success, and that the blessing of heaven may i)rosper your un-

dertakings."

" I'm very miokle obligwl to yoit," replied Andrew drily ; and

opening the door at the same time, bobbed his head as carelessly

as when he entered, and inuuodiatelv retired.

" What did tho miiustor say to you '?" enquired Marthti, when
Andrew went home a little sulkily.

" I fancy he giod mo his benlson," said Andrew. " I]ut I'm

thinking he's no that wool versed in the ft)lk o' London, muir

than mysol' ; for he would hae gart me trow that tiny hao horns

their head to dish the like o' me, and hooves to tread uponon

us when doon. For a' that, I'm no fear't.
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During the short remainder of the time he spent at Stoney-
liohn, he seemed, as th(^ period of his departure drew near, to
uttach himself more and more to the dilfer.-nt gaffers and goodies
of the village, and to enjoy their peculiarities with a keener relish
than ever. J lis little attentions, in this respect, gave u degree of
eclat to the event of his removal, whi(;h conld hardly have hcen
expected to attend the transit of one so yonng and so slenderly
connected in the parish. ()„ the evening immediately before ho
set out on his journey, a numher of the farmer lads who hiwl been
at the master's school with him, came in to the clachan t(. bid
him farewell, and a little (huu^e was, in c(,nsc(iuence, struck up
in Saumlers Chappin's puhlic. With the friendliness and tho
good-humourof the i)ar(y he was evidently much delighted

; but
an old man, who haj.pened to look in upon the ploy, said, "'that
VVheelie took it a' us ane of some degree"-tt remark which was
afterwards reniemlu.red, much to the credit of the sagacious
observer, and which, although there could bo as yet no par-
ticular change in Andrew's demeanour, would imply that he felt
himself no longer bclonginfr to the same class us his youthful
associates. It is for philosophers, however, to assign the proper
source of that which the village sage so early discovered as an
omen of success.

CHAPTER X.

DKPAUTUIIB.

In the morning on wliich our hero was to bid a long adieu to
his native village, he was awake and stirring with the lark It
was the eye of summer, and the weather was clear and beauti-
tul.^ Ihe smoke rose from Ids grandmother's chimney as
straight as a column, and stood over it like a high-spretilinff
tree, long before the symptoms of housewifery appeared in any

^

Other cottage in tho hamlet ; for the Glasgow carrier was to pass
i

at sunrise, and Andrew was requested to be in readiness by that
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i

f-
.'•

time to go with him. When the carrier stopped to call him, ho

came instantly out alone, with his box on his shoulder, and the

door was immediately closed behind ; no one saw Martha tiU

h)ng after -he was out of sight. The master, who was abroad to

convoy him a part on his way, was the first who visited her,

and he found her sitting with the liible on her knee, wiping her

spectacles : there were drops on the page, which showed what

had dimmed the glasses.

In going along the road, several of the lads with whoir v

had spent the preceding evening, were standing at the - of

the loans which led to the farms where they were as herds or as

ploughmen, and they blithely shook hands witli him as he passed,

hoping he would return with gold in goupens. But the cart

soon drove beyond the limits of the circle which contained all

his school-fellows, and reached the head of a rising ground,

where, the road diverging behind the hills, Stoneyholm, and the

woods and fields of the Craiglandi^, are hidden from the view.

At this spot our young adventurer paused, and looked back ; no

presentiment of evil overcast his hopes at that moment, but a

number of gay and cheerful recollc ons endeared the scene to

him, and he said to the carrier, "it's a blithesome place yon,

and I'm thinking it may be a while before I'll see sic bonny

trees and green braes as the woods and lands o' the Craiglands."

After this, he continued to walk beside the carrier for some

time in silence; and, indeed, nothing is remembered of the re-

mainder of his journey to Glasgow, nor did he himself recollect

any thing he passed, till the High Church steeples were in sight,

which the carrier pointed out, by touching him on the back

;

for he was then seated on the cart, jand had been for some time

in a state of drowsy reverie, that seemed almost like sleep.

At Glasgow he was conducted to his relation, Mr Treddles,

the manufacturer. It was about three o'clock when he arrived

at the house; and as the worthy fabricator of muslins told our-

selves at the last circuit, " there never was surely a droller like

thummert o' a creature seen entering a biggit land. He had on

a pair o' dark-blue pat-dyed rig-and-fur muckle-wheel worsted

afnokino"s. thnnch it was a dav that doffs lav nantina* wi' their
c~' c" " ».• a ' „ 1 -a -

tongues out, and his coat was cut wi' an eye to a considerable

,.!'

A
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increase baith in his bulk and stature. We were just gaun to

tak our kail, and the gudewife bade Andrew sit in and par-

take, but he said,
—'Od, Mistress Treddles, ye're far in the day

wi' your mcal-tinie. 1 thought ye would hae had that o'er by
twal hours, and as I hae ate the piece on the road that grannie

gied me, I'm no that ready yet for ony mair— so wi' your will,

I'll e'en gae out and look at the ferlies and uncos o' Glasgow.'

"Wi' that," quo' Mr Treddles, "he whiskit like a whittcret

out o' the door, and we saw naething o' him till mair than twa
hours after, when he came home, and just confounded us, for he
had been to see King William, and was up at the Hie Kirk

—

I'll never forget the laugh we got, at what he said o' the college.

It's been a sprose amang us ever sin syne. 'Ilehl' quo' he,

*but yon's a gruesome like place; the very winnocs are like the

peering een and bent brows of auld Philsophorum.'

"It happened that night," continued the manufacturer in his

narration, "that we had some neighbours in to their tea, and the
mistress had provided short-bread and seed-cake, wi' some o'

her jelly and marmolet, according to the use and wont o' such
occasions. When the tea was filled out, our friend drew in his

chair to the table, and wasna slack either wi' teeth or claw on
the dainties. 'Ye seem to like that kind o' bread, Andrew,' said
the mistress. 'Atweel,' quo' he, 'it's no ill to tak,' and wi' that

he continued to work awa' at it wi' the greatest industry ; and
when he was satisfied, he set back his chair, and took the
chumla-lug, in afore Mrs M'Vicar, the major's widow, a per-
jink elderly woman, that never forgot it, till about nine o'clock,

when he rose, and lifting one of the candles, said, 'Mistress
Treddles, I'll awa to my bed; for I maun be up to get the Edin-
burgh carrier the morn's morning by skreigh o' day—Whar am
I to cuddle?'—I thought we world have a' deet at this. But
when the lass took him wi' another light to the strangers' room,
Mr Plank, that was o' the company, a deep and observant man,
said, 'Yon lad's no to be laugh'd at—He'll learn mair bavins
belyve; and if he pursues his ain end wi' honesty, and as little

in the awe o' the world as he seems to feel at present, he'll

thrive in London, or ony other place wherein his lot may be
cast.
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Hy tin;* neooi.nt, it woiihl ,vally sooni tlint Andivw, in his
oiitsot, lm,l produml a .s....snli,.n oven in (;ji,sm„w. It wus
cortainly, liowovrr, not .suol. as u„nl,l l.avo In! any „no to sup-
po8o luMvonhl over luvonu. a lavourito with thJoIouant and
lashionahlo.

^

On tho foll„>vinp: morning, as ho said hiniscH; by " the skroiuh
o <Iay ho was moniito,! with his -paol< of chuls" on tho top ofono ol tho KdinhMrgh .-arts; and in ,h.o tin.o, in tho aflornoon,
roaohod Linhfhg-ow, whc-ro tho oarriors stopiKMl. " l.itha-ow f.»r
>volIs, .nd (;iasK„w for bolls," is a saying that fow s.-hool-boys
HI hoofhind havo n.»t hoard ; an.l Anihvw was dooply vorsod in
tlioso hoth.urablo traditions whioh oxalt tho atfootions .,f Soottish
patnot.sni so highly, that, ovon with tho oyos of nuinhoo.i, the
fc.ootoh.nan is raroly to bo fo.ual, wh,), with all that travol and
oxpononoo toaoh to tho oontrary, will not oontond for tho stipo-
norify ot tho national n.onn.nonts of his nativo land-to sav
notlnng whatovor of tho snporior oxooUonoo of hor institntioni
In Androw tins partiality was dooply in.prossod; and, with
nnngUHl snitnnonts of ad.niration and .orrow, ho oonto.nplatcnl
ho nnns,.f tho royal palaoo, an.l inspoctod thodilapi.latod fonn-
tauis wh.oh gavo riso to tho rhyn.o <p,otod. Linliu.gow, in its
day, was tho \ orsaillos of Sootland; and tho oourt, whioh rosidod
thoro pnor to tho Roforniation, was Justly ostoonu.l at the time
ono ,)t tho gayost in Knropo. IIolyn)od and Stirling stand
"loro dign,t,o.l n. tho projndioos of tho conntry, by tales of dark
oonsp.rae.os and bold advontnros ; bnt tho oourtesies of chi-
valry and song are associated with J.inlithgow.
While Andrew was hovering round tho skirts of the Palace

an old wonnin, who happened at the.time to be passing, with a
large key and a smaller tied to it, dangling in her hand, said,

7; ^"'I;
.''""'*^ ^"^" ^'^'' *« '^^'^^ the Queer and the King's

seat ^ T his was a temptation that Andrew was not then iti ahumour to resist
;
btit before indulging himself, he in.iuirod what

the sight would cost.

"Ye maun gie me twopence, Fse warrant," said the woman.
Deed no, lucky," replied An.lrow; -fools and their siller

arc soon partwi. I'll ale von nv,.! ,..»,.,;..o „.: i;, . *? •
^" .'"^ "' J '"' H^" .yt- liKo to tak it,

and ye had better do ; for Tm guun out o' the kintra, and ye'll
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Iiae niio clmncu to «:ct either pluck or bawbeo fruo i.io u' your
days."

y\f((T some altercation Andrew wtw adnntted, and sut liiniself
in the very seat where the giiUmit and unfortunate^ James of
Klodden field used to hear nuiss ; and he saw also, with as sln-
<-ere a faith in the truth of tlie story us any hoy of his age di.l i,,
the a/r,. when it happened, tlu- ehapei-aisle, where the apparition
of St Andrew warne<l the King from that fatal i'.mu^mgu, which
the nmses of Scc.flund have never ceased to deplore, am! never
more nnpressively than in our own tiuu-, converting, as it wore
hy a beautiful alchemy, the memory of national disgrace and'
unsfort.mes into motives of nati.,nal pride, that tend to add
vigour to the energica of patriotism.

CHAPTKIl XI.

EniNiitrKuii.

Tim feelings with which the reliivs of regal grandeur at Lin-
[lithgow had inspired our hero were greatly augmented, when,
at an early hour next day, he beheld the Castle of Edinburgh
|nsmg above the mists that flouted round its rocky base. But
linstead of indulging his curiosity when he reached the carrier's
Iquarters, he inmiediately engaged a porter to carry his box, and
Ito conduct him to Leith, where he was that day to embark in a
ILondon trader. Fortunately, the vessel was not to sail till the
Bvenmg, and this allowed him several hours to inspect the curio-

isities of the city. The porter who hud carried his trunk, on
linderstanding his intention, offered his services, but they were
lechned

;
and for two reasons, the principal of which was, that

ie would expect payment for his pains; and the other, because
^e was a Il.ghlandman, that thought JNIacallam More a greater
nan than Nebuchadnezzar.

Considering Andrew's intuitive perception of character, it is
lot probable from this opinion, for we (piote his own words, that
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he sustained any loss by refusing the Highlander's guidance-
but in visiting tiio difforont parts of the Old Town, the Castle,
and llolyrood-housc, he sometimes wandered ; and as the Edin-
burgh boys are not less inelined to mischief than their contem-
poraries elsewhere, his enquiries were not always answered with
a strict adherence to truth, or the most benevolent wish to set him
in the right. However, he nevertheless contrived to see all the
most remarkable objects to which history has attached any im-
portance; and havin- satisfied himself in that respect, he dined
on "parliaments" and "quality," by which he both saved money
and time, for he ate his dinner as he walked along.
As the time approached when it was requisite he should go

back again to Leith, he met two ladies; one of them was a tall
elegant girl, with a sprightly fashionable air; the other, con-
siderably older, and of a more sedate demeanour. It was Mary
Cunningham, and one of the governesses of the boarding-school
where she had so long been.

"Wheelie!" exclaimed Mary with delight, the moment she
saw him, "what's brought you here?"
Andrew for an instant stood aghast, to be so addressed l- a

lady so fine and fashionable; but seeing who it was, recovered
himself, as it were, with an elastic bound, and said, in his familiar
manner, " I cam frae the Stoneyholm to Glasgow on Johnny
Gottera's cart, and syne here wi' the Edinburgh carrier."
"Did ye ever see such a modiwart like thing?" said Mary

laughingly, turning to the governess ;
" but he's as pawkie as a

fairy. Can ye say a' your fifty psalms yet, Wheelie ? "

" May be I might, an' ye would hearken me again," was his
answer, a little curiously, however.. But to this Mary made no
direct reply, only saying, " What are ye come to Edinburgh
for ?

" °

" I'm on my way to London."
" To London, W^heelie

!

" exclaimed Mary with astonishment

;

and then she added, briskly, " and so ye haena made your fortune
at Kilwinning?"

Andrew blushed, and looked his reply.

"Miss Cnnnino'hnm " infprr.r.cirtfl fV,„ —,,„,m-v,. ttiU*^ , ..nri^^^^cu iiic guvemess, "this is a
very improper conversation."
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With these words they parted; Mary laughing gaily asAndrew pleased and sheepishly, moved also forward in the
opposite direetion. When he hud walked about twenty paces
he paused, and looked baek

; Mary, at the same time, also looked
behmd, and, seemg h,m, kissed her hand in a gay and triumph-
ant manner. *^

Andrew although strangely affected by the sight of the
towering hly that Mary had grown, and overborne by her
spnghthness, was delighted at the vivid recollection which she
seemed to retain of the principal incidents with which her
image, as a lassie, was associated in his recollection. It did not
api,ear to him that her banter was embittered with any scorn-
on the contrary, it had a flavour of kindness in it, which a youth
of seventeen eou d not but enjoy with something allied to hope
and pleasure. With a buoyant bosom, and a light step, he pu^
sued his way to Leith, where he immediat .ly went on board the
vessel that was to him the bark of destiny.
For the first two days after the trader left Leith, like most of

the passengers he was so dreadfully afflicted with what Doctor
Pringle calls "the grievous prostration," that he could not raise
his head; but still there was something so queer in the manner

Ztd. '.T
'" "^""^^' ^'^* '' ^' -- ^--^ and in"

erested his fe low-passengers. They saw by his appearance

wllhhr-"^/''7^^'""''^y '"^^ ^"* '^' self-possession
which he evinced m the intervals of the malady, showed that,hough clad in hodden-grey, he was not entirel/made of r^stt
stutt. He however, took no part in the conversation; and theopinion of his shrewdness and sagacity was formed from hislooks and die manner in which he set about his little officeand chiefly by an observation on the biscuit, which was exceed-

"on t^V w"^^ ^^°''" ^^^^ ^^' "-^ -" eat wr pain:?"

mu^h ItL 7.W 'r T^'"^ '^' '^^^^"^^^' ^^« «iekness had somuch abated, tlmt he began to enter into the humours of hiscompanions, and an opportunity was not long wanting to showthe irrepressible drollery of his character.
^

^

Among the passengers was a spruce vouna- man ^h^ h^

TZVmT/' *'%^rT> ^' ^^-WS; fbppish in'htdres., stiff- and conceited in his manners, and singularly fasti-
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dious towards all on board, insomuch that ho was generally
disliked

; but still ho so t'onduetcd himself, tlmt he had not been
ex[)oscd to any open ridicule. Andrew jjerceived how he was
considered, and entering,' into the feelings of the party towards
this unfortunate sprig of delicacy and condescension, addressed
him after dinner, when the wludo party, in consequence of u
shower, were seated round the table below.

" I'm thinking," said he, very gravely, biit at the same time
looking pawkily and peeringly round the table, » that I have
seen you before, and that ye hae had a roasted goose mony a
day for your dinner. Were na ye 'prentice to Thomas Steek,
the tailor in our parish ?"

The student looked aghast while the laugh rose universal
against him, and he repelled this assault on his gentility with
the most vehement indignation.

" Na," said Andrew, " I'm sure ye needna be ashamed o' your
trade, although it was thought that ye had fled the country-side
for spoiling the cut o' Tammy Daidles's brocks. It's an honest
calling a tailor, and I ne'er heard it said that ye were gien to

cabbaging ; but the auld wives thought ye werena sae gleg wi'

your needle as some others that had served their time with the
same master, though they said ye dippet your spoon in the par-
ritch deeper than ony o' them."

The unfortunate fop was petrified. Every one but himself
perceived the drift of the curious little country boy, and sat in

admiration of what might be the issue ; at last, the student, no
longer able to restrain his rage, threatened to slay Andrew on
the spot, who nevertheless, with the most perfect nonchalance,
replied—" Ye had better no try tfiat : for gin ye strike me for

what I'm saying, I'll gar ye prove before the lords that you're

no a tailor; and I'm sure if it be sae that ye're no o' that craft,

I'll refer to the present company if ever they saw a creature so

like ane. But it's no your faut; and if the ban' o' God has
made you wi' shanks like ellwands, and sma' fingers to pook
needles through claith, we a' ken ye canna help it."

The student, under his foppery, was not destitute of sensv^

and by the little descriptive touches in this last sentence, sus-

pecting that Andrew was not really serious, endeavoured to turn

I
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the tables. Hut «)ur hero was more than his match at banter;
und before the end of the voyajro had so raised himself in the
(.pinion of his fellow-j)assenp^ers, that they were universally of
)I)inion he was ealeulated to make his way in London with great
success, in spite of his little awkward figure, and the droll
simplicity of his manners.
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LONDON.

Immediately on his arrival, Andrew was conducted to the
house of his relation, Mrs Ipsey, where having received a note
to Mr Vellum, the solicitor with whom her husband had pro-
vided him a situation, he went innnediately to deliver it. It

was rather adventurous for one so fresh from the country to
attempt, on the first day, to find his way in London, with only
"a gude Scotch tongue" for his guardian genie; the consequence
was what might have been anticipated. lie lost his way, and
went wandering through the labyrinth of streets in Mary-le-
bone, seeking, as it were, an outlet ; his heart almost perishing
within him. In this dilemma, however, he met with a singular
stroke of good fortune. Charles Pierston had, about a year
before, been taken into his uncle's counting-house in the city,
and happening to be in that part of the town on business, they
accidentally met. The joy of this encounter was excessive—it
rescued Andrew from despair.

Charles was grown a gay and elegantly-formed youth, dressy
and modish even to foppery, for his uncle was liberal and indul-
gent to him, perhaps to a fault; but he was still the same frank,
generous, and warm-hearted lad, and although no contrast
either in appearance or character could be more striking than
what these two school-fellows presented, he shook hands with
Andrew, and welcomed him to London at once with jokes and
shouts cf gladness.
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"Lord bless me, but I am blithe to see you," cried our hero,

his spirit rebounding up into all its wonted self-possession, in

finding himself again under the encouraging countenance of " a

kent face." "I have been lost amang thir houses, man, for

hours, till I believe my head's no right. Od sake, if I wasna

ready to lie down an' dee, had it no been for shame !

"

"Why didn't you call a coach?' said Pierston, ready to

expire with laughter at the sincerity of Andrew's description of

his perplexity.

" O, Charlie Pierston !
* exclaimed the novice, in the utmost

astonishment; "me hire a coach! Mary Conn in a coach!*

—

the folk would hae thought I had gane by mysel—Na, na, de-

mented as I hae been, 1 was nae so far left to myself, to be

guilty of ony sic extravagance—Me hire a whole coach !—Ah

!

Charlie, Charlie, I maun ca' mair canny; and ye ken I Dever

had ony turn' for gentility like you. But ye maun now show

me the way to Lincoln's Inn, whar Fm gaun to learn the law."

Charles, delighted as he was to see his old and queer school-

fellow, did not much relish the idea of walking with so singular

a figure in the streets. Accordingly, when they reached the first

stand, he called a coach ; but, before stepping in, Andrew said,

" Now, mind, Charlie, ye're to pay for't a', I'll no be a single

bawbee ; for I hae laid it down as a rule no to yvmte a plack on

ony sort of pleasure."

" Well, well, never mind that ; I'll settle for the coach this

time," said Charles, " and so jump in."

When they were seated, Pierston gathered from him an ac-

count of his hopes and prospects, and he was irresistibly tempted

to play him an initiatory prank ;'' accordingly, when the coach

reached the door of Mr Vellum's chambers, he leaped briskly out,

and slipping the fare into the coachman's hand, whispered him to

get all he could more from the other gentleman. The coach-

man was rogue enough for his own interest to enter into the

frolic ; and Charles hurrying away, pretending he was pressed

for time, and in his flight calling back to Andrew that he would

Bee him soon again, left hiri in the paws of the coachman.

• Ayrsliire proverb.
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" Two shillings, your honour," said the fellow, when he had

assisted Andrew to alight.

" What's that for ? Didna the ither lad pay you ? It was him
that hired you—ye needna look to me for ony payment."

There was a degree of tremour and indecision in the manner
in which this answer was given, that encouraged the coachmaa
to enforce his demand more resolutely, and he repeated it.

" I tell you, man, that it's no me ye're to apply to—what the

deevil, if a frien' hire a chaise, and gie me a hurl, am I to pay
the hire?—I never heard o' sic extortion—go awa' wi' you,

man !

"

Jehu had some relish of humour himself, and played still

farther with the apprehensions of our hero, saying, he should

pay for his friend, and settle it afterwards with him.
" It's ill getting a breck aff a Highlanman—get twa shillings

frae that flea-luggit rinnagate Charlie Pierston, who had ne'er a
doit that didna burn a hole in his pouch !—I ken him ouer weel
to let his score gang to my lawin. No, my lad, it's of no use to

argol-bargol wi' me. I'll no be bow-wow't out of my shillings

ony hoo ; and, as I said before, ye maun just gang your ways,
for scot nor lot will I pay you, or the like o' you, if I should be
damn'd for't, which is a mickle word for me to say ;" and with
that he walked briskly up the steps that led to Mr Vellum's
chambers, while the coachman mounted his box, roaring with
laughter, like the mill-lade at Kilwinning-brig in a speat, as

Andrew afterwards told Pierston.

Mr Vellum was an able, acute, and intelligent man of business,
in the prime of life, active, gentlemantly, and decisive. The
moment that he cast his eye on our hero, he perceived he was

;

an original, nor did he like him the less for his uncouth appear-
ance. His knowledge of the world had indeed taught him, that,

in all the secondary and laborious departments of business, such
characters are of the most invaluable description ; and in con-
sequence, much to the amazement of several spruce young
fellows, who were casting contemptuous glances aside on the
stranger as they pli,«d their nimble quills, he received him with
unusual cordiality.

" I am very glad you have come," said Mr Vellum, " for it is
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now term-time, and I doubt not you will soon make yourgelf

useful."

'• I'll no fail in the endeavour," replied Andrew ; " but if I

dinna at first come up to your expectation, ye maun just bear

wi' me till my ban's sooplet at tbe wark."

" I shall be satisfied with your endeavour, and you may now
take your place at the desk."

" No the day, sir," said Andrew ;
" for I hae tint sic a time

by losing mysel' in coming from Mr Ipsey's, that I maun look

after the bit pack wi' my claes before dark. FU be wi' you,

however, by break o' day the morn's morning."

Mr Vellum acquiesced, and Andrew, invigorated by the satis-

factory reception he had met with, and perhaps unconsciously

also by the little experience he had gleaned in his adventure

with Pierston, then proceeded with confidence to the house of a

Mrs Callender, whom Mrs Ipsey had recommended to him for

lodgings.

It was situated in a small court, olF one of the streets in the

vicinity of Red Lion Square, and in the neatness of all its ap-

pearance, justified the character which he had received of the

landlady.

In consequence of coming from Mrs Ipsey, Andrew was shown

the first floor ; but when informed that the rent was a guinea

a-week, he turned up his eyes, and gasped as if a load was on

his heart. At last he was enabled to articulate, " Ye'U hae ither

rooms?" and being answered in the affirmative, was conducted

up stairs, where a bargain was concluded for an attic, at the

rate of four shillings and sixpence per week. But we must not

undertake to describe the details*of his household arrangements

;

we shall, therefore, pass over the conversation which took place

at the bargain-making, with simply remarking, that although

Andrew thought Mrs Callender "dreadfu' dear" in the rent of

her room, yet he was much satisfied with her orderly house and

motherly appearance; and with all expedient haste proceeded

to the wharf to get his luggage brought home. This, however,

involved difficulties which he had not anticipated.
XT ,1 e^ 4.U
i-ic uuciCwU jiuiii iiic iciiuiii ui inc Waynv:

abridged by the necessity he was under of enquirinfi, at every
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you may now

rew was shown

rinfi, at every

turn, for "the road to Wapping," that the expense of porterage

for his trunk would be considerable, and he made up his mind
to go the whole extent of a shilling. But on reaching the

wharf, to his inexpressible astonishment, no man could be found

who would undertake the task for less than five shillings, the

very mention of which brought at once an interjection from the

innermost chambers of his soul, and a cold sweat on his brows.

The steward of the vessel advised him to take a coach, but this

was a suggestion of prodigality still more insurmountable; so

that, seeing no other likely way of getting the trunk carried, he
manfully resolved to bear it on his own shoulders.

By this time it was almost dark, and there was some risk that

the landmarks, which he had observed to guide his way, would
be soon obscured from his view if he did not make haste. Hav-
ing therefore shifted his coat and waistcoat, for the old ones
which he had worn in the passage, he got the trunk on his

back, and bravely set forward from Miller's wharf to find his

way to Holborn, knowing that, if he was once there, he would
soon discover the road to Mrs Callender's. But to carry a
well-packed trunk through the crowded streets of London, was
no easy task to a stranger; and, long before he reached the
Royal Exchange, the shades of darkness had deepened over-
head, and the lights and lamps around him shone forth in all

their wonted nightly splendour. Still, however, with indefati-

gable perseverance, winding his toilsome way along, he at
length, after many halts, reached St Sepulchre's church, where
he placed the trunk on the wall of the churchyard, and rested
to breathe and to wipe his forehead.

He had not travelled so burdened unnoticed :—a gang of street-
robbers early marked him for their prey, and dogged him like
blood-hounds in the track of their game; but his wariness had
prevented an attack till they saw him at rest.

One of those freebooters, a little in advance before the others,
passed him a few paces, and, giving a loud shriek, fell down on
the pavement, seemingly in convulsions. In the first impulse
of the moment, Andrew, as the thieves had calculated, started

• «-'c..^it<iiivc, uut iuituiiuiuiy, in aomgso, nis trunk
foW from the raiiinrr. The jennnrdy in which he pnw thit it

•i<
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was immediately .i)laced, by the companions of the impostor

running towards it, checked his humanity, and he clung to it

with the fond anxiety of a mother over her darling in dangtr.

The thieves cursed his inhumanity, and the man in convulsions

instantly recovering, rose, and walked away with an alacrity

which at once astonished and alarmed our adventurer, who re-

quired no farther testimony respecting the character of the

parties.

Saving only in this incident, he reached the house of Mrs
Callender unmolested; and nothing could exceed the laud and
admiration of that worthy dame, when she heard what he had
accomplished, and the presence of mind with wWch he had pre-

served his trunk from the Philistines.

"I'm sure," said she, "Mr Wylie, that you must stand in

need of your tea. Do sit down, and in the parlour I'll get it

ready, with a nice comfortable bit of toast."

"I would like that unco weel," replied Andrew; "but it's

dainties I mauna think o'. So I'll thank you to get me a
mutchkin of strong yill and a cooky, which will baith serve me
for four-hours and supper."

Mrs Callender declared, that she did not believe any such

things could be had in London. But she could get him a slice

of ham and a pint of porter.

"The woman's deleerit!" exclaimed Andrew; "does she

think that I'll make a sow o' mysel' wi' drinking a whole pint

o' porter?"

Presently, however, recollecting that there was some differ-

ence between the Scotch and English measure, he enquired the

expense ; and, having saved the porterage of his luggage, he

adopted her suggestion as to the porter, but he would yield to

no such seduction as the ham.

Having recruited his strength in Mrs Callender's parlour, he

proposed going to bed, as he was much tired. " But," said he, " I

needwa be laying in ony stores till I see about me in the morn-
ing; so that, gin ye hae ony sic thing as a candle-doup aboot the

house, I'll be obliged if ye'll lend me't the night."

This request needed some explanation. In the end, however,

a mutual understanding took place on the subject, but without
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materially tending to exalt the character for liberality of our

hero in the opinion of his landlady. Nevertheless, she lent him

the candle.

Having retired for the night to his chamber, and extinguished .

the light, he knelt down at the bedside. But the hopes, the

wishes, and ,'he anxieties which the young adventurer communi-

cates to heaven in such a time, belong to a more holy strain of

feeling than we may here venture to unfold.

CHAPTER Xlir.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS.

Mr Vellum had for clients several persons of high rank, and,

ajjtiong others, the Earl of Sandyford. His lordship was still on

the gay side of thirty, and justly considered one of the most

elegant men of the age ; but from the date of his marriage with

Lady Augusta Spangle, the daughter of the Marquis of Aber-

side, he had disappointed the expectations of his friends. Instead

of taking that splendid part in the deliberations of the kingdom,

for which he seemed naturally, by his animated temperament

and lofty eloquence, peculiarly qualified, he suddenly rushed

into the whirlpool of fashionable dissipation, and squandered his

estate and talents with a vehemence that not only surprised, but

alarmed, while it mortified his friends and admirers; for it

appeared to be the result of some wild, yet voluntary resolution,

as if he sought, by the velocity of a headlong career, to escape

the miseries of some mysterious sorrow.

Wlien his lordship first entered the arena of fashion, he was
strikingly handsome, and the expression of his countenance,

which was nobly intelligent, indicated great elevation of senti-

ment, tinctured with an urbanity full of playfulness and good
humour ; but, at the period of which we are now speaking, he
was become pale and slender, an elegant listlessness pervaded
his whole frame, and his voice, which was naturally clear and
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finely modulated, had dwindled into an habitual monotondus
simper, suitable, indeed, to the small topics ho affected to dis*

cuss, but which ho evidently cared as little about as he did for

.
any thing else. Occasionally, however, his true character would
shine out, and show that this foppery was but assumed, and that

ho might still be roused to better things, and stand forth in the

erect superiority of a genius conscious of its innate strength, and
ready, when sufficient cause required, to manifest its incalcu-

lable power.

About the time that our hero arrived in London, it had been
remarked that the earl went less into company than formerly,

and that he sometimes spent the morning in the House of Lords,

yawning, it is true, to the tuneless eloquence and metaphysical

distinctions of some litigious advocate from the north, address-

ing, with equal effect, the chancellor and the woolsacks, and no
less delighting the attendant solicitors than the faded worthies

of Elizabeth's reign in the tapestry, who, in appeal cases, are

commonly all the spectators. Once in the evening, when he
happened, in the course of that spring, to obey a summons b{

the House on an imi)ortant political question, ho was so far

excited by the conflict of debate that he actually made a speech

of three sentences, so judicious and well expressed, that it tingled

in the ears of the most experienced senators with a thrill of a
new sensation, and was hailed as the symptom of a redeeming

spirit, that might in time convert him from those pursuits which
had equally injured his health, his fortune, and his character.

Some time after this, his lordship had occasion to confer with

Mr Vellum, and it happened, w\ien he called at his chambers,

that our hero was the only person wiMiin. A brief colloquy, in

consequence, took place at the door, which had the effect of in-

teresting his lordship's curiosity ; in so much, that partly with

the intention of resting a few minutes, perhaps more, however,

with the design of extracting a little amusement, he was induced

to walk into the office, and take a seat on one of the elevated

stools at the desk. Andrew had no conception of the rank of

the visiter; and, as he was not altogether satisfied with this

freedom, he stood warily holding the inner door open, as an in-

timation to his lordship that he ought not to remain ; but the



ciiAPTEB XIII.—rrasir iMrRsasioNs. 69

en, as an in-

ftin; but the

oddity of his appearance, and the sly suspicion of his looks, with

the simplicity of his manners, diverted the peer, who, after in-

specting him through a quizzing-glass fVom head to foot, said,

with an affectation of fashionable inanity, swinging his feet at

the same time, " These stools of your's, young man, are very

tall."

" Ay," replied Andrew, " they're geyan heigh." The assumed

indifference of the earl was almost discomposed by the flatness of

this answer ; and, pulling out his handkerchief to hide the effect,

said, at the same time, " Pray, friend, where were you caught ?"

" Sir, I never was catched," was the indignant answer.

" Indeed !" said his lordship, " how then came you to Lon-

don?"
" Hoo should I come P

"

" A very satisfactory answer, I must confess," rejoined the

earl ; " and I have no doubt you had a great deal of pleasure in

your travels ?"

" Ah, trouth !" quoth our hero, •' if the hocking the soul out

o' the body be ony pleasure, I had enough o' that pleasure I

Gude forgie me ! but I was amaist tempted to mak awa' wi' mysel.

Eh ! I thought if I could hae dee't, it would hae been a satisfac-

tion. Na, na, sir, I would nae advise my sworn enemy to come

in a ship by sea frae Scotland."

The earl, still preserving all due seriousness, said, " May I

presume to enquire if you are a lawyer ?"

" I'm learning," replied Andrew modestly.

" A very judicious answer," was the ironical observation of

his lordship ;
" and how long may you have been in the pro-

fession ?"

" Before coming here, I was weel on to three years with John
Gledd the messenger, and I hae been three days wi' Mr Vellum."

" It is an honourable profession, and I doubt not you will

become a distinguished ornament to it—in time," said his lord-

ship dryly.

" I'm thinking it's a geyan kittle trade though ; but Fll ettle

my best," replied Andrew, none disconcerted.

" But," resumed the earl, " what do you think of I-ondon ?**

" Poo !" cried the clerk ;
" London ! a wheen brick houses. O,
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man, if ye could but see Glascow and Edinburgh I—there you
would see something—look at Ilolyrood-House, that's a palaco
for you—but St James's here, it's just like an auld to'booth.
But, sir, ye'U hae to gae awa', for it's the time for mo to gang for
my dinner, that I may be back to keep the house—and I hae a
notion your business is no very particular the day."

" It certainly," said his lordship, " will keep to another day
but where do you dine ?"

" At a very creditable house, sir; the Caledonian, in a neigh-
bour-street."

" And how much may you pay ?" enquired his lordship, with
unaffected curiosity, prompted by an interest which he began to
take in this original.

" Sevenpence
; and a bawbee to the laddie," replied Andrew.

" Good heavens !" exclaimed the earl, touched with a senti-
ment of compassion, never having by any accident before heard
at what rates the humble and industrious youth of the vast
metropolis are obliged to live.

" Ay, it's awfu' dear," said Andrew, mistaking the pause of
his lordship's astonishment ;

" but the victual's good," adding,
"it's a hard thing, sir, to live in London. Some take a mutch-
kin of porter to their dinner, but I sloken my drowth wi' Adam's
wine."

" I presume, then, that you do not allow yourself much in-
dulgence in public amusements ?" said his lordship.

"As to that," replied Andrew, " I take my share, for the singers
are far better than ours ; indeed, they hae tunes and voices like
leddies and gentlemen. But, sir, it's no canny to gang near
them; for nae further gane than yestreen, last night ye ken,
when I was barkening to twa singing like nightingales in
Lincoln's Inn Square, a ne'er-do-weel pocket-picker whuppet
the napkin out of my pouch, wi' the slippery hand o' an evil
spirit, before I kent whar I was. Od, sir, but there's a terrible
power o' ill-doers about London !"

"O, I understand! you mean by the public amusements,
listening to the ballad-singers in the street," said the earl,

" I can assure you," replied Andrew, " they werena like bal-

a.
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lad-singers at a' ; and it's my notion they were playactors out o'

bread."

" Have you been at the theatres ?" said his lordship.

"No yet; but I'm gaun. Our clerks are to treat me some
night soon ; and they say—they a' say—that I'll see—Gude kens

what I'll no see ; but it maun be something vera extraordinar,

for they're just out the body about catching the e/fec, as they

ca't. However, effecs here or ;^ffecs there, it's no right o' you,

sir, to keep me clishmaclavering when I should be taking my
pick, that the master's wark mayna gae by."

The earl admitted the justness of the observation ; and per-

ceiving the roguery at the bottom of the intended treat on the

part of the other clerks, became desirous himself to enjoy some
of the virgin fancies of Andrew ; he therefore pretended, as he
had not found Mr Vellum, he would write a note for him.

Being furnished accordingly wif;h the necessary implements,
he requested the solicitor that Andrew might be sent to a parti-

cular coffee-house, at eleven o'clock that evening, with a letter

for Servinal, his valet, who would be there to meet him ; and
that Mr Vellum might have some idea of the object of this sin-

gular request, he added, "The countess receives masks, but
your clerk can take a part without any disguise."

" Now," said his lordship to Andrew, as he folded up the
letter, " this relates to a matter on which my heart is much set,

and I rely upon your fidelity in placing it safe in Mr Vellum's
own hand."

"That ye may do, and sleep sound upon't," was the answer;
"for be he living, or be he dead, I will see him; and I wouldna
that a thing gi'en to me in the way of trust was mislippenl^
No, though I was to die on the spot. But O, sir, really I'm
growing uneasy; for if I dinna get my dinner noo, thae deevils,
our clerks, will be back; and if they fin' out that I'm toom,
they'll fish to famish me. It would therefore, sir, be very obli-
ging if ye hae done your pleasure and needs, to gae quietly awa',
and let me rin for my bit chack o' dinner."

The good-humour of the earl, perhaps we ought to add his
habitual politeness, could not withstand the reiterated urgency
of this appeal, and he accordingly withdrew, renewing his in-
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junctions for tho careful dolivory of the letter. But this wag
unnecessary; Andrew was fully impressed with tho impc.rtancd
of letters addressed by clients to their solicitors, and well aware
that his future success in life depended quit- - much on his in-
tegrity as upon any other quality.

CHAPTER XIV.

I

!l

A MASQt'KnADR.

Whkn Andrew came back after dining, Mr Vellum, who had
been all the forenoon in Westminster Hall, was in the office;
and on reading the earl's epistle, which our hero faithfully
delivere<l into his own hands, he was not a little diverted by its
contents.

" Did the gentleman," said he, " tell you who he wasP"
« I never speert," replied Andrew ; " but surely he would put

his name to the le'ter."

" O yes
;
but I cannot imagine what has induced him to write

to me on such a subject."

"He maun answer for thai himsel'," said Andrew; but he
seemed very particular. It's si. rely something very particular,
sir. for he stayed so lung, and asked so many questions, that I
was obligated to tell him to gang awa'."

" But what sort of man did you find him P"
"I'm thinking," replied Andrew^ "that he's something in

the perfoomery line, for he had a fine scented pocket-napkin,
and was wondrous perjink in his words—a' on chandler pins •

and baith in shape and habit he was a slimmer niece of ffen-
teelity."

' ^

" I hope," said the solicitor, " that you treated him with all
due respect, for he was no other than the Earl of Sandyford."

" O, Mr Vellum, what a stupid fool fallow he maun hae
thought I was—a yearl ! Me speaking in the way I did to him,
and he a' the time a year! I Howsoever, he canna hae't to say
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that I neglected his buHincss, or didna mind yours, and I'il mak
np for't to him in decorum at another time."

" I hope 8o," said Mr VtHuin jocularly ; " but I have some-
thing particularly for you to do this evening. You will take a
letter from me to one Mr Serviiml, as directed ; ho is a civil

man, and I have particular reasons for wishing yon to become
ac(pmintod with him. I need not say more, than that you will

endeavour to make yourself agreeable to him."
" If it's for your interest, sir," replied Andrew, " ye need hoc

nae fear o' that. But eleven o'clock is an awful time o' night to

be soeiung after ony honest business."

" True," said Mr Vellum ;
" but, in our profession, all hours

and times must be at the command of our clients."

" Say nae mair, say nae mair ; by night or by day, Mr Vel-
lum, I'll try to do my part," replied Andrew ; and in this man-
ner the prelude for the evening was arranged.

At the time ajjpointcd, the valet was at his post, and had not
to wait long for our hero. Servinal had been duly instructed by
bis maste-; and accordingly, after some conversation, containing

a number of apparent facts and evidential circumstances, which
Andrew was to relate, with all proper fidelity, to Mr Vellum,
Servinal proposed an adjournment to the playhouse, under the
tempting pretext that, being acquainted with the doorkeepers,

he could get them both in free at that hour. To this our hero
could make no possible objection ; on the contrary, he considered
his assent to the proposal as in strict conformity to the instnic-

tions he had received, to make himself agreeable to so important
a tlient as the valet appeared to be. A coach was thereupon
called, and they were speedily at Sandyford House.
On reaching the precincts of the mansion, Andrew had no

reason to doubt that he was approachii -r one of the principal
theatres. The square was thronged with carriages ; a multitude
of curious spectators, to see the company as they wen set down,
'>ccupied the pavement; and the vestibule was filled with a
countless host of servants in livery, the domestics of the guests,
and friends of the domestics.

The earl had instructed Sorvinnl in nrdt^vihat AnA,.r.^^:~'Ut.

not be exposed to the insolent impertinence of the menials, to
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eake care that it should not be known among them he was notm chai-acter
:
so that, when he entered the hull with his rustic

garb and awkward manner, they set h^m down as Fieelove in
the character of Jemmy, in the farce of High Life Below Stairs
and the sincere ae^oni.hment with which he gazed around!
excited their unanimous admiration and plaudits as an incom-
parable performer.

Andrew cJung to his companion in a degree of delighted alarm,
saymg involunMrily, as he was conducted up the grand stair-
case to the state apurtments, where the company were assembling,

\^ hat a beautjfu house this is I Odsake, man, it's as grand Sbolomon s temple."

"Were you ever there?" said a mask in a ^.mino in
passing. Andrew in3tantly recognized a voice that he had heard
before, and was petrified. It was the earl, at whose appearance
Servmal immediately withdrew, telling our hero that he was now
free to go every where, and pick up what amusement he couJd
lor the remainder of the evening.

Notwithstanding all the freedom which the belief that he wasm a place of public amusement was calculated to inspire, Andrewshyly entered the central salon, from which the drawing-rooms
opened^ A party ,n mask, with the earl at their head. Followed

it";
.^;,

^^^7^ '
h«^-v-, they we^e the players-the hire-

Jings of the entertainment, and expected them to tumble andperform other antic feats of corporeal ingenuity.
'

mule under this misconception of his situation, just within

alt'of T •t"' 1*' '^^ '^^' ^^^'''"^ - th;'pedestal ofa statue of Terpsichore, the well-fleshed Countess of Gorbilands,m the character of Lady Ilodolph^a Lumbercourt, came up tohim. Her ladyship had not the most remote idei that heCnot m character. Being herself a Scotchwoman, she imagingfrom his dress, that he had taken the part of a ScoSiS'and addressed him accordingly, i„,itating the rattletfL^Rodolpha with considerable humour.
^

Andrew, however, was disconcerted by what he conddered

7trrvf^:: ^r ^'^" ^^-^ ^-'^--^ --^nu no lasn me. I .! hae naethmg to say to you-I tell von
wuiiiaii, ye may just whistle on your thumb."

'
*'""'
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" The bnite !" exclaimed the countess, forgetting her part

—

" How can ho have got into tlie house ? He has no character."

" I'm thinking," said Andrew, dryly, " that I hae a nmckle

better character than you."

Her ladyship was amazed, and returned to her party, utterly

at a loss to understand the [)henomenon.

At this moment, Col. Coleson, in the character of Moll

Flfgon, came up, amidst shouts of laughter, exclaiming,

"Where is he—where is the gay deceiver?" presenting Andrew

at the same moment with her pocket-pistol, alias brandy-bottle.

Our hero looked at Moll for about half a minute with the

most unequivocal marks of aversion. At last he said, *' I wonder

how the doorkeepers could let sic a tinkler in
!

"

"Does he disown me?" exclaimed Moll, in a rapture of des-

peration. " Will the perjured wretch cast me off from his tender

embraces in the face of the whole world?" And she began to

weep bitterly, wiping her eyes with the corner of her tattered

shawl, and taking a sip from her bottle with infinite humcur.

"The woman's fou," said Andrew coolly to the bystanders,

and walked away somewhat anxiously to shun her.

" See how he deserts me," cried the obstreperous Moll ; " he

abandons me like the rest of his faithless sex, the cruel gay

deceiver I

"

Andrew, terrified by the vehemence of Moll's manner, turned

back to reason with her, and said, " Honest woman, ye're in a

mistake."

The unaffected simplicity of this address was too much even

for Coleson, with all his confidence; and, regardless of the pro-

prieties of his part, he joined in the general laughter that it

called forth from all present.

Poor Andrew then appealed to the spectators, and assured

them, with the most perfect sincerity, that he had never seen

the woman before since he was born. "She's just a randy,"

said he, "and ought to be set in the jougs."

"What's the matter—what's the to do here?" cried a Justice

Woodcock. "What are ye after? Tramp, madam; and as for

yoi), sir, take yourself off."

Andrew would have walked away rebuked, but Moll took
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hold of the seeming magistrate by the coat-tail, exclaiming, "Is

this a proper treatment of the fair sex, Justice Woodcock? • I

thought you had been a better man in your day, than to see a

poor innocent girl, that had nothing but her virtue, so wronged
by such a cruel, a perfidious, a base, and wicked, wicked man."

" Poor Molly! and what has he done to you?" said the Jus-

tice.

"What has he done!" exclaimed Molly, starting from out her

tears. "He has undone me?"
Andrew was thunderstruck, and looked around in dcrpair, but

saw no friendly visage ; in the same moment Moll clasped him
in her arms, and pulling out his watch, cried, " This at least

will procure me some comfort." And in putting the watch
into her pocket, she took out her bottle, and indulged in another

sip.

" Softly, Moll," said Justice Woodcock, " you must give me
the watch."

" Oh !

" cried Andrew, in a long and vibrating tone of horror

;

but suddenly mustering courage, he exclaimed, "As sure as

death, sir, this is as big a lie as ever Cluty himself cleckit.

Only send for ray master, Mr Vellum, and he'll testificate that

I'm a poor honest lad, of creditable parentage, just come frae

Scotland. O, what had I to do here ! Gie me my watch, I tell

you—gie me my watch—thieves, thieves
!

"

The earnest vigour of lungs with which he uttered this ex-

clamation, resounded through all the splendid chambers, and
the whole music and merriment was in a moment silenced by
the alarm. Andrew, in the same instant, snatched the watch
from Moll who was then in the act of handing it to the justice,

and fiying off amidst a universal cataract of laughter, never

looked behind till he was out of breath, and safe in the street.
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CHAPTER XV.

AN INVITATION.

Hastening home to his lodgings with the expedition of a

delinquent flying from justice, Andrew was undressed, and over

head and ears among the bed-clothes, before he made any attempt

to rally his scattered senses. In this situation he soon became

more composed, and began to think that he had perhaps been

subjected to the influence of some delusion. He had heard of

Johnny Fa and Lord Cassillis' lady, and of mountebanks casting

glamour in the eyes of their spectators, by which blue-bottle

flies, with pins at their tails, are made to appear in the shape of

gamecocks drawing logs of timber; and he was not sure but

that some such slight of magic had been practised by the players

on himself.

This first effort of returning reason, as his agitation subsided,

was succeeded by a still more rational conclusion, no less than

that really he did not know where he had been, and therefore it

would be as well for him to say nothing of his adventure next

morning to the other clerks in the office ; and with this prudent

determination, he said his prayers and fell asleep.

But although he had resolved to be silent, he could not divest

himself of a certain indescribable feeling of anxiety and appre-

hension when he went to the desk in the morning. He sat

down without saying a word, and wrote on with more than his

wonted assiduity, while his companions were recounting to each

other their exploits and gallantries, and strong-ale debaucheries

at ^he Coalhole and Finish, after the play.

When Mr Vellum entered the office, the sound of his tread

was echoed by the beating of Andrew's heart ; and a sensation

of fear, almost as painful as the terrors of suspected gdlt, took

possession of our hero's whole mind, as that gentleman said to

him dryly, " Well, Wylie, did you see Mr Servinal last night?"
"A genteel man answered to his name," replied Andrew,

" and I gave him the letter."
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m "Had you any conversation with him?" enquired the solici-
tor, amused at the dexterity of Andrew's evasion, and interested
by his evident embarrassment.

"A great deal," said our hero briskly; and then he faithfully
recounted the whole of what he conceived to be the business-
part of the conversation.

Vellum commended his attention and memory, and added,
"Did you stop long with him?"
"We were not a great while thegither," replied Andrew with

a sigh.

"I hope he did not detain you long; for I do not choose that
ray young men should keep late hours."

"It will be my endeavour to satisfy you, sir, in that particu-
lar, for Tm no fond of late hours mysel' : they are very bad
things," said our hero, morally.

"Yes," replied his master; "and London is so full of tempta-
tions to youth and inexperience."

"It's an awful place," was the emphatic answer.
"But you got safe home, after parting from the gentleman,"

said Mr Vellum.

"Ay," replied Andrew with a nod, as if he spoke inwardly;
"ay, I got safe home."

The solicitor could, with difficulty, keep his gravity ; but,
after a momentary pause, he looked sharply at our hero, and
then, in a jocular tone, said, "I suspect, Wylie, you were en-
gaged in some adventure last night."

"I fancy every body may meet wi' as meikle, and do na*
wrang either," was the answer to thij home question.
"Then you did meet with something?" said his master.
" I canna, without a lie, say I met wi' naething."
"But what was it?" enquired the solicitor, with an affected

tone of impatience.

"I'm sure, sir, that's no an easy question to answer; for ye
ken I'm but a new come stranger in London, and a's no ill that's
ill liJie."

"Then I presume that what you met with was something you
thought strange?"
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"I dare say," replied Andrew, "it may no be strange here."

" It is very extraordinary that you refuse to tell me what it

YOS.

"Me refuse, sir!" exclaimed Andrew; "I'm sure I never re-

fused."

"Then why don't you satisfy me?"

"It's baith my earnest wish and interest, sir, to gie you the

fullest satisfaction in my power," replied our hero ; and he looked

[at his master with such an air of simplicity, that Vellum was

[utterly at a loss whether to set him down as a knave or a fool.

I
At this moment one of Lord Sandyford's servants entered, with

fa card from his lordship, requesting Mr Wylie's company to

dinner that day. Andrew was petrified—he grew as pale as

ashes, and trembled from head to foot, totally incapable of com-

prehending the mystery of this device. Vellum smiled, and

said, "I hope you are not engaged, and that yon can oblige his

lordship."

"O, am sure," cried our hero, panting, "I'll do ony thing in

the world to oblige my lord
!

"

The footman was accordingly dismissed vnth a card to the

earl, accepting of the invitation. "You are a fortunate youth,"

said Mr Vellum, " to have made so early such an enviable ac-

quaintance."

"But, sir," interrupted Andrew, "what will I do, for I hae

na claes fit for my lord's company ?
"

"Take my advice," said his master gravely, and with sin-

cerity, "make no change in your appearance, but only be care-

ful that you are particularly clean and neat."

Mr Vellum was more in the secret of his adventure the pre-

ceding evening than he pretended. In fact, the solicitor had

been himself at the masquerade, and partook of the merriment

which "the incomparable unknown" occasioned, ias The Morn-

ing Post called Andrew in describing the entertainment, for the

purpose of advertising the savoury merits of the cook and con-

fectioner who provided the supper.

In resuming his duty at the desk, Andrew marvelled, as he

copied, on the singularity of having received an invitation to

dine with an earl; and he was shrewd enough to guess that it
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SweU's lips crooked of their own accord downward into an
expression of ineffable contempt and exclusion, when, fortunately,
the footman who had carried the invitation to Vellum's, hap-
pened to come into the hall, and, recognizing our hero, con-
ducted him up stairs to the drawing-room, where the other
guests, with the earl and countess, were waiting, in expectation
of his approach.

Andrew was agitated and confused; but in ascending the
stairs, he recovered sufficient presence of mind to enable him to
observe that the house was the same, which, on the preceding
night, he had believed was one of the theatres ; and the idea
suddenly flashed upon him, that he owed the honour of. the invi-
tation to the simplicity of his Scottish manners and appearance
The servant who showed him the way, had observed his con-
fusion, and Wiien Andrew paused, as this notion came across his
mmd, he conceived him to be overwhelmed with diffidence, and
stopped also, with a sneer, being aware of the motives which had
induced his master to invite him to dinner. But a moment's
reflection set all thing's right with our hero, and he seemed, to
the saucy valet, to undergo a marvellous transmutation, from an
awkward vulgar boy, into an easy and confident gentleman He
advanced towards the door of the drawing-room with as light a
step, and as cheerful a countenance, as he ever approached the
cottage of his schoolmaster with the chat and jokes of the village
and was ushered into the splendid company without feeling the
slightest embarrassment; on the contrary, he went forward in
that agreeable state of self-possession, which a man feels when
he knows it is in his power to dispense pleasure. Lord Sandy-
ford, who possessed an acute perception of the latent powers of
character, perceived, by the change, on the instant he threw his
eyes on him as the door opened, that he was not the entire simple
oddity which he had at first imagined, and immediately went
towards him, and shook him by the hand, in a manner that
raised him at once, as it were, into the equality and footing of
a friend.

" °

« Mr Wylie," said his lordship, " I ought to apologise for the
• rruil^ii J. lliivc IttliUli Willi you.

"Say nae mair about it, my lord," interrupted Andrew ; «

I
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maun pay for my experience of the world as weel as my betters

;

but it was an awfu' thing though."

This simple reply was received as original humour, and much

amused the high-bred assemblage, both by its gusto and fami-

liarity. Sir Timothy Knicketty, the connoisseur, who was of

the party, declared it was truly h la Teniers.

When they had descended to the dining-room, the ladies were

particularly anxious to share our hero among them ; but he put

an end to the controversy, by taking the seat of honour between

the Duchess of Dashingwell and the Countess, who, indepen-

dent of their rank, were the two finest women in the room. Her

grace was a blithe, open-tempered character, that could carry a

joke as great a length as anj lady of her class.

During dinner, nothing for some time particularly occurred.

Andrew, with a quick and cunr>"i)g eye, observed the etiquettes

of the table as they were performed by others, and acquitted

himself without committing any extraordinary breach of the

wonted ceremonials ; in this respect he was indeed superior to

many a scion of nobility, from Eton or Oxford. The Duchess

of D led him on in conversation, and he said a number of

droll and naif things, which were received as bon-mots of the

most racy flavour. Peels of laughter bore testimony to all the

blouse with what success he sustained his character, and as the

wine mounted, his confidence rose. Before the end of the second

course he was in high glee, and perfectly at his ease ; insomucli,

that the very servants in attendance could with difficulty mam-

tain the requisite taciturn decorum of their offide. But all

restraint of duty, place, and circumstance, were in the end over-

whelmed, when, in reply to an invitation from her grace to take

wine with her, he exclaimed, " Na, leddies, if ye gar me drink

at this rate, the wine will be running in my head, and 111 be

kittUng you till ye keckle or a's done; so look to the corie-

quences."

Lord Sandyford enjoyed the scene with a relish to which he

had long been a stranger ; but the countess was the least affected

of the whole party by the simplicity or the art of Andrew. Her
ln#Uraliir» Imwpvpr. mnintninfid thrmiirhmit the evenins" a, STaceiui

.• 11 ''-7 C - - O O

propriety, that admirably became her station. She seldom con-

^1

^M
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descended to laugh
; still, at times, a pleasant, ringing, cheerful

sound came from her heart, that showed she could enjoy the
pleasantries of life as jocundly as her neighbours. On tl t^se

occasions her lord would look at her, as if startled by some
unexpected note of pleasure, but in a moment her hilaiity was
suppressed, and she was as cold and formal as before.
The evening's entertainment had, however, generally the effect

of inspiring the earl with a grateful feeling towards Andrew;
for it is one of the blessed consequences of 1- arty laughter, to
stir into action all the kindly humours of the mind; and his
lordship determined to have him for his frequent :^uest. The
rest of the company, particularly the Duchess of D was
scarcely less delighted with his eccentricities, and when, 'after
returning to the drawing-room, she persuaded him to sing, he
fairly won her heart, and was chosen a regular invitant to all
her parties for the winter. Indeed, to do him justice, in the
choice of his song he displayed equal taste and judgment, and
the execution was worthy of the choice. His song was that
ludicrous enumeration of goods and chattels, beginning >vith
" xAly father wi' his deeing breath," in the performance of which
flushed with the Tuscan, he addressed himself so eagerly to her
grace, snapping his fingers with exultation, and nodding and
winking, that she was obliged to throw herself on a sofa, iioldino-
both her sides, exclaiming, « For the love of heaven, stop him-^
stop him, or I shall die I

"

The sagacity with which Andrew had thus improved the first
impression of his peculiarities, taught him instinctively to choose
that happy moment for taking leave, when the effect he had
produced was liveliest. At the end of his song he accordingly
sprang away, as if he had suddenly recollected himself, crying
Megsty me, what am I about, daffing all this time here, when

I hae got a codicil to copy to a dying man's last will and testa-

^

ment
!

And with that, giving a ludicrous nod for a bow, he ran|down stairs, and hastened home.

She seldom con-
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CHAPTER XVII.

DORROWING.

The first winter thus passed with our hero in a manner that

most young men would have deemed enviable, and the prudent
regarded as fraught with danger to his future fortune ; but his

simplicity remained invincible to the blandishments of pleasure,

and the sterling worth of his innate character raised him more
and more in the estimation of Lord Sandyford.

One morning, on going to chambers, he found Mr Vellum
thoughtful and vexed. He had been, on the preceding evening,

engaged with money-lenders, relative to an additional mortgage,

which was immediately re<'uired for the earl, and the negotiation

had not been satisfactory. The money was obtained; but on
such terms, that he was almost afraid to communicate them to

his lordship—not that he had any reason, from his experience of

the earl's disposition and temper, to apprehend that his lordship

would trouble himself for a moment on the subject ; but he felt,

as a -nan of business, that he had not been so happy in his

management as on other similar occasions.

After sitting some time, turning over the memoranda of the

transaction, and casting about in his thoughts for what he should

say to the earl, he happened to look towards the desk where
Andrew was earnestly employed at his vocation, his little round

smooth-haired head following his pen a^s if it was slowly rolling

on the paper; and it occurred t6 him, that perhaps vo fitter

envoy could be employed in the business than the droll and
uncouth oddity before him. From what had already taken place

between him and the earl, the humour and peculiarities of

Andrew seemed likely to render the d inmunication less dis-

agreeable to his lordship, than his own dry and regular method

of explaining the circumstances, and he summoned him at once

from the desk.

" You must go, Wylie," said he, " to Lord Sandyford with

these papers. They contain some matters respect' i^ the loan

J
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of twenty thousand pounds that I have procured for his lord-

ship."

"Twenty thousand pounds !— barro't money!" exclaimed
Andrew. But his master, without noticing the exclamation,

continued—" And you will tell him, that it really could not be
obtained on better terms ; that, in fact, at present every thing in
the city is drained by an instalment of the government-loan

;

and money can only be raised with the utmost difficulty, and
on terms I am almost ashamed to state."

" I wish—I wish," said Andrew, « that my lord may baud
thegither twenty thousand pounds a' at ance ; and wasting baith
at heck and manger, wi' bardie leddies and whirligig fool-fellows

at yon gait.^'

Vellum was folding up the papers while our hero made this
observation

; and a little relieved from his. anxiety by having
selected him for his minister, said jocularly, " You may as well
give his lordship a word of advice on the subject, Wylie, if you
find him in the humour."

" Atweel I'll no grudge to do that," replied Andrew, seriously

;

" for he's a fine man, and his leddy a most discreet woman—only
a wee thought ouer muckle ta'en up wi' hersel'. It's a pity that
my lord and her dinna draw thegither so weel as could be
wished."

Vellum was startled by this remark, and looking earnestly and
inquisitively at Andrew, said, " Have you heard any thing about
them?"

^

" Me hear about them ! What could I hear about them ? I
ken nobody that's acquaint wi' ony o' them save yoursel' ; but I
have twa holes in my head, and as many windows, and I can
hearken at the ane, and keek out at the ither, and learn what's
gaun on in the warld just as weel as ither folk. My leddy, Mr
Vellum, is mair weel-bred in the parleyvoo style to her gude-
man than a kindly wife should be, and my lord fashes at her
formality."

" You are a strange creature, or I am mistaken," said Vellum,
as he handed him the papers ;

" and I hope you will not blunder
in this business."

Andrew, as he received them, assured his master that he
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'

might depend he would do iiis best endeavours both to give him

and the earl satisfactloi , and, taking liis hat. hastenc*! to Sandy-

ford House, where he was immediatol}- ndnnttod. " What

!

Wylie, are you sent?" cried his lorUsliip, jumewhat surprised

when our hero entered.

•' For lack o' a better hand, my lord, the master bade me tak

thir papers to your lordshij), and to tell you, that lie was vera

sorry he eouldna get the siller on ony thing like Christian terms

at this time."

His lordship smiled, saying, " I thought he knew that I never

expected it on any thing like Christian terras."

" It's a great soom, my lord," resumed Andrew, looking at the

earl from under his brows, " and maun hae ta'en a hantle o'

gathering and gripping to make it up ; and it's a sair pity that

it winna last lang wi' your lordship."

The earl, at this address, laid the papers on the table, and

begged Andrew to be seated.

"What were you observing, Mr Wylie, about the money?"

said his lordship, when Andrew had seated himself aloof from

the table.

" I was just saying, sir, my lord, that twenty thousand pounds

is a dreadful soom of money. It's a thousand pounds a-year, my

lord, at merchant's rate, o' dead loss."

" It is so, Wylie; but what then?"

" Nae, as to the what then o' the business," cried Andrew,

in some degree lightened in his spirit, " that's your lordship's

look out. But I canna bear to see an honest gentleman riding

helter-skelter straight on to a broken brig, and no gie him warn-

ing.

" This is at least something new," said the earl to himself, a

little interested, and with a kindly excitement of bcnsibility

towards his friend ; and he then added, " I am certainly obliged

to you, W^ylie."

" Ye're nane obligated to me," cried Andrew ;
" it's the part

o' honesty to let you ken the road ye're in ; but, as Burns says

to the de'il, ' would ye tak a thought and men',' for really, my

UlXi, Xlll VVau iUi yOU. -n. mail O jOUi '-.vgl^v v-...« ••• —

nor want, and -what will become o' you when a's gane to a' ?
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T\\ tell you what it is, mv lord, before I would be hinging oe
inillHtonc about my neck after anither in this gait, I would take
a rung, and thrash evt'ry ane o' your het and fu' flunkeys out

'

the house. Devil do nie gude o' thorn, and o' Lhe other clani-

jamphrey that an; eating you out of house and hall, but I wonisi

let tlom ken wliut twenty thousand pou.i Is are in as many paiks!

Sir, my lord, if ye'U believe me, there was no ae single ane o' a'

that 'bol aiiti( mob of latherons and rnerry-andrews, devouring
the mains more here the ither night wi' their gallanting, that

would gie your lordship a baw bee iur auld langsyne, if ye were
seeking your meat frae door to door in a cauld winter's day, wi'

the drap at your neb, and the tear in your ee, and no ae handfu',

no even a cauld potutoe, in your meal-pn -k."

" The picture is strong, ' said the earl emphatically; •' but it

is not without some tru- portraiture. Whn* woul» you advise
me to do?"

" It would be out f a' bou ds o' discretion for me to advise
your lordship," replied .ur hero. " I'm <<nly speaking o' what I
would do mysel'; but then I'm neither a lord nor a married
man."

" Yes, Wylie, yes
; you are rigiit. The lord mu\ the married

man are two serious considerations," said he earl a httle pen-
sively.

"Ane of them," cried Andrew, briskly, is bad enough; but
the twa make a case that would puzzle Solomon himsel'. How-
somever, sir, my lord, I -an tell you ae thing, and that is, redde
the ravelled skein wi' my leddy, and aiblins baith you and her
will can spare souie o' the cost and outlay that ye're at for liviiig

furniture, the eating dishes and drin' ing decanters that oner
often garnish your table."

The earl's colour went and came during thi., .-peech ; his eyes,
at the freedom of the allusion to Lady Sandyford, flashed with
mdignation, but it was only for a moment. When Andrew-
paused, his countenance was settled, and >ie said la an easy
tone. " You have, I think, Wylie, but a poor opinion of my
guests."

mo lOiK are weel eneugii; but, as your lordship cares sc •

little about them, I wonder how ye can be fashed wi' siclike."

I
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" IIow do you know that I caro little about them?" said the

earl, half amusetl, but surprised at the remark.

"As the auld sang sings," said Andrew,

" * Thorn that gant

Huinotliiiig want,

Sleep, moat, or making o'."

And ye'll excuse my freedom, sir, my lord; but I have set.

,

mair than once or twice, that your lordship was no in a vc %

satisfied situation, notwithstanding the merriment and daff g
around you."

" How ? " cried the earl, and bit his lips. " But, Wylie, what
makes you suppose that there is what you call a ravelled skein

between me and Lady Sandyford ?
"

The jocular tone in which his lordship uttered this sentence,

was calculated to throw Andrew otf his guard ; but it produced

no change in the earnest simplicity with which he was endea-

vouring to fulfil the orders he had received from his master,

with respect to recommending economy to the earl.

" I meant no offence," replied Andrew respectfully ; " but I

thought the best way for your lordship to begin to retrench,

would be by trying to do with as little company as possible

;

and, if my leddy might be brought to the same way of thinking,

it would be a blithe thing for you baith."

Andrew paused, for he observed a cloud passing over the earl'g

expressive countenance, and a mutual silence for some time en-

sued ; during which, his lordship rose and walked towards the

window. Our hero also left his* chair, and was standing on the

floor to make his bow of leave, when the earl turned round.
" Wylie," said his lordship playfully, " can you speak of trees,

from the cedar that is in Lebanon, even unto the hyssop that

springeth out of the wall ?"

" It's no right o' your lordship," replied Andrew seriously,

" to make a fool o' the Bible, by likening me to King Solomon,
the wisest man that ever was in the world ; so I wish your lord-

ship a vera good morning. But hae ye ony thing to say to Mr
\ eiiUiii anent the twenty thousand pounds ?"

"What can I have to say?—I wanted the money—he has got
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it-and I doubt not has made the best bargain in his power; so
take back the papers,.and tell liim to prepare the deeds "

"Sir, my lord," eried Andrew, petrified, - ye hae never lookit
at the papers.

The earl smiled, and stepping towards the tablv gathered
them up and counted them ; he then placed them i. Andrew's
hands and said, " I hove looked quite as much at them as I wish
to do.

Andrew shook his head as he received the papers, and for amoment looked compassionately at the earl. There was some-
thmg in the motion and tho look that produced an electrical
vibration at the heart of his lordship, and as our hero moved
towards the door and retired, ho followed him with his eye ; and
even after the door was closed, still he continued for several
minutes to gaze in that direction.

"I have hitherto lived among machines," said the earl, in
sobloquy, moving from the spot, and throwing himself carelessly
on a sofa ;^ " but this is a human being ; it has brains, in which
thought rises naturally as water-wells from the ground the
wholesome element of temperance ; it has a heart too ; and in
this httle^discourse has shown more of man than all the bearded
bipeds I have ever met with. What am I to him, that he should
take such brotherly interest in my desolation? and how shnuld
he know that it is caused by my wife ? My wife !—What wife?-I have no wife

; scarcely so much of one as Othello had when
he had slam the gentle Desdemona." And in saying these words,
his lordship rolled his head over towards the back of the sofa,
and covering his face with his handkerchief, lay seemingly asleep!

CHAPTER XVIII.

)ney—he has got

AN ACCIDENT.

llTE Earl of SnT1f?vfnr/l rwrnc. o« -_1 1-M 1 T , . «...

h^ u A
" --—-•'•'•'* "«- "" 0"ij ^miu. In nis liiih year,he had succeeded to the family honours and estates. The
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countess, his mother, was one of those kind of respectable ladies,

who, at their exit from the stage of life, are declared, in the

obituary of the newspapers, to have been of the nature of pearls

aiid precious stones—ornaments to their sex. Her husband be-

queathed to her the principal direction of his son's education.

The young lord was the last of his immediate line, and, in the

event of dying without issue, the estates and titles devolved on

the remote descendant of some collateral ancestor. The dowager

felt it no less her duty, on this account, to cultivate his affections

for the domestic virtues, in order that he might be early induced

to form a suitable matrimonial connexion, than to provide all the

proper and requisite means for the development of his talents

and the formation of a character, which, she was persuaded,

woyld reflect lustre on his country.

With this view, his education was entirely domestic ; but con-

ducted by masters eminently qualified, till he reached his six-

teenth year, when he was sent to college. The countess, at the

same time, assiduously preserved an old intimacy with the

Avonside family, the daughters of which promised to excel their

mother, who had been one of the most celebrated beauties of her

day, and whose many amiable qualities were far dearer in the

recollection of her friends, than the charms of her person, or the

graces of her manners. She died while her children were all

young ; but in the marquis, their father, it was thought they

had a wise and excellent protector. Unfortunately, however,

after her death, he devoted himself, as he said, entirely to public

business, and left them in the hands of hired instructors, who

were only anxious that they slioiUd be distinguished for the

elegance of their external acquirements.

In the course of this intimacy, the countess had, in due time,

the satisfaction to observa that Lady Augusta, the eldest, began

to interest the youthful admiration of her son ; and it soon be-

came an understood thing, among the respective friends of the

two families, that, when his lordship came of age, a marriage

would, in all probability, take place.

We shall not dwell on intervening circumstances; Lord

Sandvford. at college, was allowed to possess talents of a very

high order. The most sanguine expectations were formed of
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him by his acquaintance ; but some of them differed as to the
department in which he was hkely to excel. The ambitious,

who judged of him by his occasional animation, predicted that

he would exalt the political renown of his country ; but those

who most esteemed the milder movements of his character,

cherished the hope, that his genius would add to her more per-
manent glory in the quiet pursuits of a literary life. Both
parties were equally disappointed.

Lady Augusta Spangle was in many respects the reflex of
her accomplished lover. She was not only endowed with great
beauty, but an education, conducted with admirable skill to

bring out all the showy portions of her character in their fairest

forms and liveliest colours, had adorned herwith many elegancies,

almost as fascinating as that charming simplicity with which
Nature delights to set at defiance the graceful endeavours of
art. She was not witty, nor did she possess any of that sunni-
ness of mind, which beams out in the smiles of good humour

;

but her apothegms had often the force of wisdom, and sometimes
the brilliancy as well as the barb of satire. It was impossible
to see her without admiration ; but there was a systematical
decorum in her deportment, which diminished the delight that
her singular beauty was naturally calculated to inspire.

She had, in fact, been educated for the market of fashion, and,
deluded by the sordid maxims of Mrs Harridan, to whom the
care of her youth had been unfortunately entrusted, she believed
that the main object in the life of a young woman of rank, is to
obtain an establishment becoming the dignity of her family.
"Men," as that antiquated artificer of manners would often say
to her pupils, "are all either mercenary or capricious; and the

I

daughter of a duke, if she is not rich, and few of them are so,

has no chance of marrying according to her condition, unless
she render herself interesting to the vanity of such noblemen as
jean afford to indulge their fancies in the choice of a wife."
[Lady Augusta gave credit to her precepts, and was their victim.

It might have been thought, considering how soon it had
jbeen determined that Lady Augusta was destined to be the
Ibride of Lord Sandyford, that Mrs Harridan ^auU have re-
laxed in her efforts to form an artificial character, which, if she
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had possessed any true judgment of the world, she must have

perceived could not fail in the end to excite the aversion of the

earl; but her system was neither to make hojncs happy nor

wives amiable. She had an interest of her own to serve; and,

actuated by the same mercenary motives as the music-masters

whom she employed, was only solicitous about the effect which

her pupils might produce on their appearance in society. The
eclat of a splendid general deportment she knew would redound

to her own advantage; and for this she neglected to cultivate

those gentler graces which constitute the true strength of female

dominion.

One thing, however, resulted from her system ; but perhaps

it depended more on the effect of individual feeling, than as a

necessary consequence of the plated virtues which she so assidu-

ously polished. The desire to obtain approbation quickened tl»

sense of shame, and gave it even a morbid acut^i-ess. To this

feeling Lady Augusta was nervously alive ; and where there is

shame there may yet be virtue.

The day after Lord Sandyford came of age, the marriage was

celebrated; but before the honey-moon had half waned, it was

evident to the most cursory visiter, that his lordship had im-

bibed some secret cause of distaste against his beautiful bride.

By the end of the third month, to the amazement of all the

world, he was wildly runniri^^ the career of dissipation.

The dowager, his mother, was broken-hearted by this unex-

pected result, and her distress was consoled in the usual man-

ner by a number of sympathizing friends, not all females, who,

in their malicious consolation, tften remarked, that after all,

sooner or later, men will indemnify themselves for the restraints

laid upon their youth; and that the good old way of letting

young fellows sow their wild oats was evidently the best, as it

was doubtless the result of practical wisdom and experience.

"We therefore," said these honourable personages, "do not

despair yet of seeing Lord Sandyford pull up, and turn out a

very shining character." Nothing, however, was farther from

the charity of their hopes ; and several years passed away, with-

out any thing arising to make them doubt that his ruin was

irretrievable.
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In the mean time, no apparent change had taken place in the
elegant deportment of the countess. She was stiU radiant with
beauty, and the splendour of her accomplishments was acknow-
ledged through all the constellations of fashion. Her prudence
also received its due share of commendation ; for, notwithstand-
ing the enigmatical career of her lord, she still preserved with
him the conjugal decorum of living under the same roof. But,
except on those occasions, when it was necessary to exhibit the
plate and hospitality of the family, they seldom met; still main-
tammg, however, towards the world that well-bred reciprocity
of civility, which justified their acquaintance in asking them to
the same parties on the same card.

One night, as her ladyship was returning home from the
opera, her carriage, in crossing from Picadilly into Berkley
Street, ran against a gentleman who happened to be passing at
the monrjent, and seriously hurt him. The stranger was Mr
F«rr«rs, one of the most eccentric orbs then above the horizon
of hshim. This gentleman, in his youth, was ardent and gen-
erous, quick m his res*- .tments, easily offended, and frank in his
pardons; but there wa« a versatility of humour about him
which prevented him from making friends, and, as he advancedm hfe, the career which he rm traded to impair his best quali-
ties. The succession of anxie^ which he suffered from the
turf and the hazard-table, excited mMm appetite for acute sen-
sations, and all pleasures seemed to him vapid that were not fla-
voured with a mixture of apprehension and even of danger His
losses sharpened his feelings, and his success was a spur to his
infatuation. This distempered state of excitement had, at the
FHod of which we are speaking, attained a degree of frenzy
and although in manners the unhappy man conducted himself
hke the generality of the circle in which he moved, he was al-
ready touched with madness. His insanity, however, had not
mamfested itself m any instance of remarkable extravagance-
but the currents of his mind and thoughts were troubl«l and
impetuous, and frequently tempestuous gusts, and whirlwind^ of
rage and passion, urged him with a headlong rashness in his
pursmts, whatever they happened to be. As oftPn- hn«,.„., „„
he attained possession of his object, the paroxysm immediaiel'y
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subsided, and he paused, as it were, and looked round, as if he
stood wondering at what could have instigated him into such
precipitation and violence.

During the period that he was confined to his room by the

accideui, Lady Sandyford, with whom he had no previous

acquaintance, frequently sent to enquire for him ; and the affect

of this natural, indeed, under the circumstances, indispensable

politeness, inspired him with a frenetic enthusiasm of gratitude

towards her ladyship ; insomuch, that when he was in a condi-

tion to mix again in society, he sought her out in all places with
an impassioned zeal that belonged alike to his mental infirmity

and his character; and he was so open and singular in this,

that he soon attracted the eyes of the world towards him.

The countess was a neglected wife ; but such had been the

pride of her carriage, that no man had ever ventured to address

her with one improper expression; and such the sustained

dignity of her deportment, that no circumstance had yet occur-
red to require the slightest exertion of the latent powers of her
own mind. She was, however, struck at last with the assi-

duities of Ferrers; and having a distinct perception of the
shattered state of his understanding, instead of repellinp* or
rebuking his pertinacity, she stooped, if the term may be
allowed, with a compassionate condescension, which, contrasted

with her usual cool and collected demeanour, begot surmises
prejudicial to her honour. These, for a time, were only to be
met with, like rare coins that serve for counters at the select

whist-tables of the fates of reputation ; but at last they got into

general circulation among the siAall change of scandal at the
club-houses.

1
CHAPTER XIX.

A PAUAORAPH.

On the morning preceding one of Lady Sandyford's grand
winter parties, as the earl was sitting alone in the library, after
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he had just finished his breakfast, and thrown himself back in
his chair with his feet on the fender, nursing such aimless fancies
as float m the haze of an imagination clouded by ennui, an inci-
dent occurred which precipitated the crisis of his conjugal disease
It was the custom of the servants in the hall to dry the wet news-
papers with a smoothing-iron, which not only did the business
expeditiously, but gave them the lustre of the hot-press Itwas also as regularly their custom to inform themselves of what
was going on m the world, before taking in the papers to their
master and mistress. By this, a paragraph that pretty plainly
accused the countess of infidelity was discovered. In order to
preserve peace in the house, it was suggested by one of the foot-men hat It would be as well to burn it out, as if by accident,

Tnt lit Z^-""-^' ™^ -^^ ^-' -' ^^^ P^P- carried

In this obliterating operation a portion, however, of the par-
liamentary proceedings was destroyed; and little interest as the
ear took m them, or indeed in any earthly concernment, he
could not endure a disappointment; the bell, in consequence

Trdered"^

^

'
^""^ ''"°^^^' ''''^^ °^ '^' P^P^' ^^^^^^t^'

The tone in which this command was delivered alarmed the
servant who received it, and he communicated his opinion to his
companions, that their master had certainly, notwithstanding
their contrivance, made out some of the defaced paragraph, and
therefore it would be as good as their pj.ees were wortli, to
eqmvocate any more in such circumstances

; another paper Usac^rdmgly procured, and presented to his lordship
There was an air of embarrassment in the appearance of the

footman who carried it in, which struck tie keen eye of his
master. He seemed to hesitate as he laid it on ^] e table, and tohnger m the room; insomuch, that the ea^i rnl.red him to

The interest which had been excited in reading the parlia-
mentary debate had, during this little interruption, subsided
Instead of turning to it again, his lordship carelessly allowed
his eyes to wander over the small talk in the fasbi(

" " "J J.
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meiit, and the first paragraph that caught his attention was the
one which alluded to the infidelities of Lady Sandyford.
He read it twice over emphatically—he rose from his seat

and walked to the window—he then returned, and read it again
Happening to glance over the page, he saw that it was exactly
on the back of the passage in the debate which had been burned
out. " These rascals," he exclaimed, " are acquainted with the
guilt of their mistress, and it was no accident that occasioned
the burning of the other paper."

His first movement was to call in the servants and question
them on the subject; but in the same moment he reflected on
his own carelessness as a husband, and withdrew his hand as it
was stretched towards the beU-puU—mortified wiih himself that
the sense of honour shoiUd make him hesitate to vindicate his
conjugal rights. In th*s crisis the countess entered, and his
lordship rising abruptly, moved towards U>^ door, as if he had
resolved not to speak to her; but before turning the bolt, he
paused and said, with an agitated voice, pointing to the news-
paper, " Your ladyship will find an interesting paragraph among
the scandalous innuendos of the day ;

" and in saying these words
he hurried out of the room.

'

The countess hastily seized the newspaper, and on looking at
the paragraph, suflfered an inexpressible feeling of humiliation;
her pride was laid prostrate, and she sat for several minutes in
a state of stupefaction

; for she was conscious of never having
been guilty of any levity, and had taken no small merit to her-
self for the dignity with which she had endured, at first, the
spleen, and subsequently the negligence, of her lord. In the
course, however, of a few minutes, she recovered her self-pos-
session, and ringing the bell, directed cards to be instantly issued,
to inform her friends that her assembly for that night was
deferred. With equal decision, she at the same time ordered
the carriage, and drove to Mrs Harridan's, for the purpose of
taking her advice.

On reaching the residence of that lady, she was at once ad-
mitted by the servants

; but on entering the room where their
mistress was sitting, she perceived, by the cool ceremony of her
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reception, that Mrs Harridan -.as already acquainted with the
fatal paragraph

;
a short preface, in consequence, served to introduce the object of her visit.

" I hope," said Mrs Harridan, calmly, " that there is no realfo,mdat.„n for this slander; but, at all events, my dear Lai
Sandyford, « .s not an affair in which I can with4 propri^Jmterfere. Besides, now that things are so public, il would beh ghly .mproper m me, considering my situation, ;ith so manyyoung lad.es o rank under my care, to be at ;il .een iT thebusiness Surely yo- have other friends, more experienced insuch^sort of misfortunes, to whom you can apply' with moi^

The comitess looked at her with surprise and indignation
e.cl..immg, "You speak as if I were guilty! y„u alTm^from you as if I brought infection with me '

»

"Far be it from me," said Mrs Harridan, in the same ouietpohte tone, " to suppose any such thing; bw I am much tooinsignificant a person to take the reputation of the Coun ess
„°

Sandyford under my protection."

"thaVtttf '"."^''"••' »>""»' "^ting into tears,

mother."
^^ ^^ '^''^' '""'« "??"«' *» y»« « «<> »

" I trust," replied Mrs Harridan, •' that when your ladvshinwas under my charge, you always found me such, fnd your'Ton'

sis fortheTw"'-'
irreproachable

;
but I ca;n„t b'e r^p n-sible for the behaviour of ladies after they have entered theworld. In a word, should the result of this unfortunrb^int

01 the kind that has confirmed me in the prudence of a rule I

pupils after they h^ve once left my house T «l,nli , • • Z
your ladyship is acquitted of the ImpuTaL. bu a^ rpjto hazard the character of my estabUshment ; and it l^ZXlwith profound pain I feel myself constrained to nut an endtaour intercourse." * ^ '**

JtlTin'lir,
thunderstruck. She had never before beena^ressed m the plain language of a business mind sordidlvconsidering its own interests. anH n,,..,,;. ,. *k„^ Z '

.'''''^'^

-^

y_
— r— '•' 6 --"cm in contempt 01
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all the sympathies and charities of social life. She rose from
her seat, but trembled so much, that, unable to stand, she sunk
back in the chair, and gave way to her tears. Her spirits, how-
ever, soon rallied, and wiping her eyes, she returned abruptly to

her carriage, and drove directly home, where she dispatched a
messenger for the Marquis of Avonside, her father.

Ill
t m

CHAPTER XX.

AN EXPLANATIOJf.

The earl, on leaving the countess, walked into the square, t^ith

the intention of going down to St James's Street ; but for the
first time in his life he felt that indescribable embarrassment
Which is so often mistaken for shame. He shrunk at the idea of
meeting the eyes of his acquaintance, conscious that they must
have already seen the paragraph, and could not determine how
he ought to act in circumstances so painful and unexpected. In
the hesitation which these reflections caused, he happened to

recollect that Mordaunt, a college companion, whom he had not
seen for several years, had left his card for him the day before,

and he instantly resolved to go to his lodgings, and consult him
on the subject. Accordingly, instead of walking down Bond
Street, he crossed into Hanover Square, and, by the back of St
George's Church, went through the^narrow passage leading into

Saville Row ; thus avoiding the great thoroughfares in his way
to Sackville Street, where his friend lodged.

On reaching the house, and being informed that he was at

home, he walked up stairs, unannounced, to the first floor. His
appearance would have been a sufficient warranty for this liberty

to the servant who opened the doop, even had his person not been
almost universally known throughout the three fashionable

parishes, and especially in the vicinity of St James's Street.

For, notwithstanding the dexterity and effect of dress and address

in the adventuroii«i knio-hts nf tbn ord^r nf ovnoHionto fViova '.^
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still an habitual and obvious source of superiority about the
unquestioned gentleman, which all the various degrees of public
servants intuitively recognize, and none more quickly than the
landladies and domestics of lodging-houses, even though the
stranger should be fresh from the country, and in the newest
gloss of a suit made on purpose for the journey to London, by
some worshipful dignitary in the corporation of the borough
nearest his estate. #

His lordship, on reaching the landing-place, flung the drawing-
room door carelessly open. Mordaunt at the moment was writing,
and being disturbed by the nonchalance of this intrusion, raised
his eyes hastily, and did not at the first glance recognize, in the
pale attenuated elegance of the man of fashion, the once vigorous
and handsome rival of his boldest exercises. In an instant, how-
eve-, he discovered who he was, and starting from bis seat, took
the earl warmly by the hands. His lordship endured the hearti-
ness of the double shake for a few seconds with evident pleasure,
but ashamed to show the sensibility that he felt, he abruptly
pulled his hands away, and shook his fingers, as if they were
tingling with the squeeze, saying, " I wish the gods had given
you dryads' and fauns' hoofs for hands; you have positively
bruised my fingers to jelly."

The manner in which this was said, had a cadence of affecta-
tion in it, which struck disagreeably on the ear of Mordaunt, and
he looked for a moment at the delicate complexion and elegant
emaciation of his friend, with a strong feeling of disappointment
and compassion

;
but his kinder disposition returned upon him,

and he exclaimed, " Heavens ! Sandyford, what an altered being !

."'

His lordship, with a drolling coolness, in the same moment ex-
amined Mordaunt curiously from head to foot, and with burlesque
gravity, said, « These muscles are the growth of nocturnal rest,
that hue is gathered from the morning sun, and that strength
from many a stubble field and mile of hill and dale. Upon my
honour, Mordaunt, you are the most perfect personification of
the blessings of a country life I have ever seen—absolutely a
rural allegory—Apollo fresh from the flocks of Peneus." He
then paused in his railery, and taking Mordaunt, with the
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sincciity of their old friendship, by the hand, added, T cannot

express how delighted I am to see you, and to see you thus."

" And you thus, Sandyford," replied Mordaunt, recollecting

the bright expectations which had once been cherished of his

friend.

" I am indeed not surprised that you should be somewhat dis-

concerted, for I believe that I am a little spectrish ; and it is

certain that I have been long thought no more," said his lord-

ship.

There was a degree of sensibility in the manner in which the

latter part of this sentence was expressetl, that vibrated to the

generous heart of Mordaunt, and, without answering, he drew

the earl to a seat, and resumed his own chair at the table.

" But," said his lordship, gaily, " these things muSt not be

thought of in these ways. What may the business be that has

brought you to town, from the peaceful shades, and the inno-

cence of the groves?"

Mordaunt, equally desirous to change the conversation, which

he saw troubled his lordship, said, " Matrimony."

" You are indeed a bold fellow to venture on a town-bred

wife," cried the earl ; " I really thought that the simple race of

the swains had been extinct ;
particularly, as the poets have of

late given them up, almost even in the way of rhyme. But you

surprise me—who is the Chloe, that with ears more used to the

sound of bells and the rattling of wheels, than to the singing of

birds or of falling waters, has captivated the gentle Damon?"
" Matters are not quite so pastoral with us as that," replied

Mordaunt. " The nymph is an otd acquaintance of your own,

Julia Beauchamp."
" The beautifulJulia

!

" exclaimed his lordship with unaffected

emotion, recollecting that he had not seen her since his own

ill-fated marriage; but he suppressed the remembrance, and

said, with animation, " The faithful loves then do stiU reside

among the sylvan bowers." But this play of fancy memory

again interrupted, and presented the image of Lady Sandyford,

in that glowing beauty which had first charmed his youthful

affections, when he beheld her in the graces of her virgin years,

iV-—

-
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bounding like the fawn am he stately groves that surround
the venerable magnificence her ancestral home- . itrasted
with the condition into whi< ' she hud fallen and H) sud'' nly
paused, and remained some tiine silont.

"You are indisposed, >andyford—what is the maimer?" said
Mordaunt anxiously.

"I am only thinking," replied hi. Ion p, "that there can*
not be a fitter moment for comma.Jcatii ^ some notion of the
comforts of matrimony, than when a man is on the verge of the
precipice—Pshaw!—I must speak out. You are here, Mor-
daunt, at that moment of all my life in which I stand most in
need of a friend—a friend such as you are. Have i heard
any thing about Lady Sandyford?"

"My lord!" cried Mordaunt, in extreme astonishment.
"The lapse of the countess," continued his lordship, "affects

me little
; but according to the maxims of that old rascal, the

world, the business has become so public, that I must interfere.

Nothing is bad in London so long as it is unknown, and this
affair is so notorious, that it is very bad—O, shockingly bad !

But do not listen to me with such a look of strange wonder—as-
tonishment is now quite obsolete, nobody submits to do any
thing so simple. Do assume a virtue, though you have it not,
or I too shall forget myself. In a word, Mordaunt, I had not
been long married when I discovered that Lady Sandyford was
deficient in the most essential quality of a wife—the heart."
"Who is the seducer?" said Mordaunt, emphatically.
"Pray, don't be so tragical, I beg you won't," cried the earl,

to disguise his own emotion. "You consider this affair too
sentimentally. Believe me, I have been long indifferent about
the woman. I wish but for a good reason to be well rid of her
society—my respect for her family, as I shaU of course say to
the world; but to deal more plainly with you, my own conduct
will not allow me to do more. Besides, the disgrace of a public
exposure would break the proud heart of her father, nor can I
make money by the dishonour of my wife."

His lordship then proceeded to tell his friend, that, soon after
his marriage, he discovered that the whole mind of Lady Sandy-
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ford was bent on the figure which she herself would make in

society, by which she had disgusted his feelings and embittered

his existence. That, giving way to the poignancy of disap-

pointment, he had rushed into the follies of the town, which,

however, instead of alleviating the irksomeness of his condition,

only exasperated his reflections, and drove him, with redoubled

frenzyv into a fresh career of dissipation; during which the

countess pursued her own triumphant self-exhibition, and
reached the summit of her ambitious vanity.

"I thought," sfud his lordship, "that pride, if not virtue,

would, however, have preserved her; but she has fallen; and, as

in all similar cases, the husband is among the last that hears

the news."

He then related the incident of the burned newspaper, and the

paragraph.

Mordaunt agreed, that from so public a circumstance there

must be some grounds for the suspicion, and recommended that

the servants should be examined.

"But," said the earl, "even were she guilty, I do not mean to

institute any process for a divorce. Your head, however, is

cooler than mine, I will be guided by you."

" Ah, my !i>rd
!

" cried Mordaunt, " do not say to me that

you can regard with indiflerence the misfortunes, far less the

dishonour, of a beautiful woman, to whom you were at one time

so passioiiately attached."

After some further conversation, it was arranged that Mor-
daunt should immediately go to Lady Sandyford, and that the

earl should, in the mean time, remain in Sackville Street, and
wait the result of the interview. *

While Mordaunt was absent on this interesting mission, his

lordship sat for some time reviewing, with no favourable coa-

struction to himself, the rapid perdition of so many years of the

best portion of his life. In the course of this reckoning, he
blamed himself still more than in the morning, for the precipi-

tancy with which he had, in a temporary fit of spleen, endea-

voured to cancel the aflection which he had cherished for his

lady, and the folly of casting himself jo tl oroughly away, on

account of a disappointment which it would have been more
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manly to have mastered. « BuC said he, « it is never too lateto mend, and the sooner I begin the change the better."
.n the same moment he seated himsell" at Mordaunt's table

the foUo^ing morning, a statement of his affairs. This\as
reqmsite, m order to enable him to regulate his generosity withInspect to a settlement on the counters ; and itZ alsorS
tha he had deeply eucumbered his estates, and that before hecould enter upon a new course of life, it would be necessary toabndge the prodigality of his household. The writing oHhisnote to his sobcitor was, perhaps, the only decisive step he hadtaken for a number of years, and he felt, when it was done, some-thing analogous to that glow of satisfaction, enjoyed by the

Stl ' '
'''" ' """^'•^ ^^^'^^^'^ of stCgth atd

CHAPTER XXI.

e at one time
AW EVENT.

When the countess, after her return from Mrs Harridau, had

Sandyford-House from Mr Vellum. Her ladyship having inad

room where she happened to be then sitting. A visit fromA^d^w was litae in aceorfanee with the stat! of he^ f«l£
thltlT "".'" ''''"^•" ''^ ^™' '>»''«™--. discovert
hat somethmgwas the matter, and said, "fm thinking, myleddy, Its no vera eonvenient for me to be here, so HI ju tZa^a at ance-bnt I hope my lorf-, weel, and that if Ton^*hmg anent him that's fashing your ladyship " ^

mtt M„ r T "^""^' ''"""'«' »"y delieaey thatnnght otherwise have been felt by the countess on the subject,
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and she replied, " No; stop where you are;" and she then ei-
plained the cause of her anxiety."

"R«ally, I dinna wonder ye're vext," said our hero; "hut
every body kens the newspapers live by the decking o' lees

;

and I think^before you or my lord gie them either credit or
consequence, it would be as weel to sift the truth o't. I'm, as
ye kc4, my leddy, but a novice ; howsomever, aiblins I may be
o' spark o' use in this ; so I'U get at the bottom o' the clash, an
it be for nae mair than to show my gratitude for the great
ceevilities that I am beholden for, baith to your leddyship and
my lord," and he instantly rose to go away, saying, jocularly,
"Keep a good heart, my leddy, a foul lie is no so durable as
pock-mark ; it can be dighted off."

" True
;
but the stain it leaves behind," said her ladvshin

with a sigh.
"^ *'

" A snuff o' tobacco about stains
; your leddyship's character's

no a gauze gown or a worm web, to be spoilt with a spittle, or
ony other foul thing out of the mouth of man." And in saying
these words he took his leave, with that customary bob of the
head which served all the purposes of a graceful bow.
The moment that the countess mentioned the paragraph, he

had recoUected that there was a young man in one of the news-
paper offices, of the name of Nettle, of whom he had some slight
acquaintance; and it occurred to him, that by his means he
might be able to reach the author of the slander. This Nettle
had been educated with a view to the pulpit, but his disposition
being loose and satirical, his father sent him to study the law
under John Gledd. At the end of his apprenticeship. Nettle,
according to the practice of the profession, went to Edinburgh,
to complete his studies in the office of a writer to the signet,'
where he mingled with the swarm of minor wits that infest the
Parliament House, and being naturally clever, acquired a taste
for polite literature, and sharpened his talent for satire. He
possessed an amusing and lively fancy—indeed, so Uvely, that
it proved prejudicial to himself; for while it rendered his com-
pany exceedingly diverting, it made him dislike his business,
and in the end threw him upon the streets of London, a mere
literary adventurer. In this state he fortunately obtained em-
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ployment as a reporter; and at the time when our hero came to
London, he was not only in considerable reputation as such, butwas also a general contributor to most of the metropolitan p^io-died works, particularly the reviews, in which the pungency of
his wit was more remarkable than the soundness of his judgment.Our hero had brought an introductory letter to him from their
o^d master; l„i he soon saw that the habits and disposition of

wh ch Tw 1 TT'^V' *^"* '''''' '^'''"^ °f perseverance
which he had laid down for the government of his own con-

On quitting Sandyford-House, Andrew went directly U the
office where Nettle was employed, and it happened to be that ofthe very paper m which the mischievous paragraph appeared;m fact, the paragraph had been penned by NeSe himseff, whohaving accidemally heard something of the rumours in ci^cula-

rj'^r ^^ ^'1 ""'^ ^^^ ^^^^«^ f«"^^' in his own
imagination, a complete and plausible conception of .. whole
intrigue m which it is supposed her ladyship had been englg^!and when, from the ordinaiy channel, he received an account ofthe preparations for her party, he was in consequence tempt^

IT '^T'"^?^' ^° ''^'' *** ^«*i«iP^t« ^ denouement,
which, according to liis notions, would necessarily take placesoon, perhaps in the course of that evening

^

Andrew had some difficulty in gaining access to Nettle, norwas he admmed until he had sent notice that he wished Ve^ritt/cT^"^^^^ " -^ ^^-'
"
-«-^ ^^ ^^^ ^^-

"Well and what's this business of the uttermost importancethat you have got with me?" said Nettle, laughingly^

o' a ^rea't .^ffi^-
'^° Tl ^'^^'"'^ ^^"^' ^' Settle, can beo a great sufficiency," repUed Andrew, sedately. « My masterMr VeUum, has one Lord Sandyford for a client, andsom^

the whilk is hke to breed a terrible stramash."
^'

Nettle was instantaneously smitten with the horrors of a nroseeution for a libel, and the satirical mirthfulness wTth wLch heliad received Andrew, was turned into anxiety.
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" Indeed!" he exclaimed, "what is it; what has it been about?

in what paper has it appeared ?
"

"I can tell you naething o' a' that," said Andrew; "but I

would gie a plack and a bawbee to ken the author. Noo, Mr
Nettle, as ye're acquaint wi' a' the jookery-cookery of newsmak-
ing, I thought that aiblins ye're in a capacity to throw some
light on the subject."

Nettle was alarmed and disconcerted. It was of no less im-

portance to him, that the object of our hero's visit should be

concealed from his own principals, than that the author should

remain unknown to the offended parties.

"But are you sure, Mr Wylie," said he, "that the paragraph

alluded to applies to Lady Sandyford?"

"It surely does that," replied Andrew, "or it wouldna hae

been so kenspeckle."

Nettle requested Andrew to wait till he could find the paper,

to look at it, but in reality to gain a few minutes for considera-

tioii.

"The paragraph is, I see, in our paper," said Nettle, return-

ing with the paper in his hand: "but it does not apply to Lady
Sandyford. It can only have been supposed to allude to her

ladyship, by having followed the account of the preparations

for her assembly."

Andrew, on looking at it, saw that this explanation was feasi-

ble; indeed that, without the context, it was a very harmless

pasquinade; and he observed, "But it's been an awfu' mistake,

Mr Nettle. Is there no a possibility of an explanation ?
"

"O yes!" cried Nettle gaily, relieved from his apprehensions,

by perceiving the harmless nature of the paragraph when con-

sidered by itself; and aware that, if the matter should ever

come to any legal issue, it would be in his power to plead the

advertisemental account of the preparations, by producing the

original paper from which it was taken, and arguing that the

paragraph was a separate and distinct communication. "O
yes!" he replied, "it is easy to remove entirely the impression

produced by this mistake: but Andrew, ye should know that

folks in London cannot afford their time for nothing; and that
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iation. "O

characters, like other things, when they are bought must be
paid for.

"Very true, Mr Nettle," said our hero dryly; "and when
they are stown, the thief maun not only make restitution, but
may be made to suflfer puuishment."

Nettle looked at Andrew, incredulous to his own ears, not
havmg previously conceived him possessed of any such acute-
ness; and his newly recovered self-possession was completely
overset, when Wylie added, «I fear and doobt, Mr Nettle, that
ye ken mair about this than ye let on; and I would council you,
as a fnen', to put your shoulder to the v^heel, and get out o' the
mire, and on your way rejoicing, wi' a' the speed ye dow. For
if there's to be ony compounding about this black job, it wiU
hae to come frae your side-^but I say naething. My betters
will judge for themselves. If. you hae brewed gude yiU ye'll
drink the better. A lie's a Ue ony hoo, Mr Nettle; and a leddy
o' quaUty's name is no to be blotted wi' newspapers' ink wi' im-
punity; so ye'll just comport yoursel', Mr Nettle, as ye think
right."

The reporter, finding he had not the simpleton to deal with
that he had supposed-for his first idea was, that the countess
might be willing to pay handsomely for an eflFectual contradic-
tion of the slander—he changed his tunc and said, "You have
misunderstood me, Mr Wylie; all I meant was, that before this
unfortunate mistake gets into the other papers, I could by my
influence stop it; but, as it must be at some expense to them,
and loss of time to me, I trust it will be considered."

"Considered?" cried our hero, indignantly; "a flail to the
laitheron's hurdies. Mr Nettle, I suspect and believe that your
ban's no clear o' the coom o' this wark. Get it wash't—get it
wash't, or it may be dried wi' a hempen towel."
And so saying, he left the office, where the astonished Nettle,

who had not deemed him many degrees above idiocy, stood en-
chained to the spot. No time, however, was to be lost. In the
course of the briefest space possible. Nettle was round to all the
other offices, and got the scandal not only strangled, but even
paragraphs inserted, which had the eiftct of turning the suspi-



02 SIR ANDREW WTL1E»

cion, SO pointed against Lady Sandyford, entirely in another

direction. But to her, how aver, the mischief was done.

The business, on which Andrew had been sent to Sandyford-

Hotise, was not of any very pressing importance, and he was
sensible that he had already greatly exceeded his time; but con-

fident that the service in which he was engaged would excuse a

much greater trespass, instead of going from the newspaper-

office to Mr Vellum's chambers, he went directly back to Sandy-

ford-House, and reached the door at the same time with Mor-
daunt, who, slightly glancing at his insignificant appearance,

regarded him as some tradesman's messenger, and was not a

little surprised when he was ushered, along with himself, into

the library. The countess was up stairs with her father.

"You belong to the family, I presume?" said the country

gentleman, with an accent of interrogation.

" I canna just say that," was Andrew's answer ^ "but Tm con-

cerned for them."

Mordaunt knew not what to think of his companion, and
looked at him for a moment with an expression of the most
inefiPable scorn ; but the oddity of Andrew's appearance almost

instantly reversed his feelings.

While they were thus conversing, the Marquis of Avonside's

carriage, which had driven round the square, drew up at the

door, and immediately after his lordship handed the countess in,

and, taking his place beside her, was iaotantly conveyed home.
The servants in the hall were at no lose to guess the motives

and complexion of this proceeding; and one of the footmen, as

soon as the carriage had left the house, informed Mordaunt of

what had taken place. Andrew, on hearing this news, recol-

lected the old proverb, that no good was ever got by meddling

between man and wife ; and prudently resolved to escape imme-
diately from the scene of action.

"Will ye, sir," said he to Mordaunt, "be pleased to tell my
lord, that Andrew Wylie was at the newspaper-office, and
found out there that the whole tot of the story about my
leddy's fox-paw, is just the clishmaclaver of a misleart reporter,

and he ncedna fash hinisel' any mair about it."

"May I ask, sir," said Mordaunt, supposing that Andrew be-
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longed to some of the newspapers, which at that time were
chiefly in the hands of Scotchmen, "with what paper you are
connected?"

"Me connectit with a newspaperI—Na, na, sir; I'm of an
honestei- trade—Fin learning to be a writer wi' Mr Vellum, o
very respectable solicitor in Lincoln's Inn. Only I hae been
doing a bit job between ban's for my leddy."

Mordaunt was still more at a loss than ever to comprehend
the office and character of our hero, and would have entered
into a conversation with him more particularly relative to the
newspaper; but Andrew was apprehensive that he had already
gone too far with a stranger, although, by the manner in which
Mordaunt conducted himself towards the servants, he perceived
that he considered himself on terms of intimacy with their mas-
ter. Under this impression, he therefore moved hastily to the
door, without replying to a question concerning the paragraph;
and, with a curious and significant look as he turned the bolt,
said, "I wish you a vera gude morning."

CHAPTER XXII.

NEQOTIATIOir.

When the earl was informed by Mordaunt that the countess
had left Sandyford-House with her father, he immediately
returned home, accompanied by his friend. Soon after this Sir
Charles Runnington called; and, on being shown into the
library, where they were still standing, he made a low and very
formal bow to the earl, and then stated that he was commis-
sioned by his noble friend, the Marquis of Avonside, to enquire
what his lordship had to allege against the conduct of Lady
Sandyford.

The earl, as well as Mordaunt, was puzzled by the narrow
and almost technical ground which the marquis had taken ; but



94 8IK ANBftEW WTLIE.

his lordship replied, " The countess herself best knows for what
reason she has quitted her home."

" Upon that point," said Sir Charles Runnington, " I have no
insf njctions."

"Then," cried the earl, sharply, "the only answer I can
return is, let her ladyship say what she wishes me to do, and it

shall be instantly done."

" If I understood Lord Avonside clearly," answered Sir

Charles, "he is averse to any formal separation; and the

countess is not in a condition at present to come to any deter-

minativon."

" Every thing rests with herself," said Lord Sandyford, with
emotion. " I have nothing to desire, but that she may find

more happiness elsewhere than I fear she has done with me. I

cannot at this moment say what it is in my power to allow her
for a separate establishment, but to-morrow I shall. Assure her
that" He could say no more, but bowed to Sir Charles
and left the room.

" This is a most unfortunate affair," said Mordaunt.
"But not unexpected, I understand," replied Sir Charles.

" Her ladyship's family have long been aware of her situation."

" Indeed
!

" cried Mordaunt ;
" and how is it that Sandyford

was never informed ? Who is the paramour ?"

" Paramour !

" exclaimed Sir Charles, with indignation. " This
is adding cruelty and insult to the wrongs which she has already

suffered. Lord Sandyford knows that there is no guilt on her
part ; she has long been the victim of his negligence, and her
reputation is blasted by the consequences."

" This is dreadful
!

" cried Mordauntt " Do you mean to say,

that although the levity of her conduct has been so notorious as

to become the game of a newspaper pasquinade, that her hus-
band is entirely to blame?"

" Sir," replied Sir Charles, formally, " I did not come from
my noble friend, her father, to enter into any controversy on the
subject. The earl agrees to a separation ; and, from his known
character, I doubt not the arrangement will be completed in a
satisfactory manner. I must confess, however, thai I have been
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surprised at his emotion; he seemed much more afFected than Icould previously have imagined."
« The character of my friend is, I find, not well known," saidMordaunt; "but I hope the separation will not be final

"

"After what has taken place, and the experience they have
had of each other, it is the best thing that can now happen,"
repbed Sir Charles " But his lordship will no doubt feel th^t
It IS due to his own honour to investigate the newspaper calumny,
and to bear testimony to his conviction of his injured lady'^
innocence. ^

"Is there no chance of our being able to effect a reconciliation
ifshe is innocent?"

" I will take no part in any pt^ceeding having that for its ob-

me, that Lady Sandyford is one of the worst used wives in the
world. I rely on his lordship^s honour and integrity for the
tnith of the statement; and with that impression I should deem
myself base, indeed, were I to recommend any thing so deroga-
tory as the measure you suggest."

Sir Charles then left the room, and Mordaunt went to the
earl m his own apartment.

Sir Charles Runnington was a political adherent of the Mar-
quis of Ayonside, and had been employed in several diplomatic

"T''T'i!i\u f '

'.* """' '"^^' ^' ^^"^^d ^''^' self-command,
and upheld the dignity of his sovereign with all propriety, but
none of his missions ever were successful. The parliamentary
adversaries of the marquis said, that this was owing to his ina-
bility to understand the spirit of his instructions ; but it could
never be shown, that in any one instance, he did not adhere, with
a most surprising constancy, to the letter. Besides this political
connexion, he was related to the countess by her mother; on
which account.the marquis had requested his interference. But
although no ni|to could well be really less qualified to manage
any affair of dehcacy to a favourable and conciliatory issue Sir
Charles possessed many external attributes, which may be termed
the minting ofa gentleman-the marks which designate the coin
but convey no idea of the intrinsic value and purity of the metal'
lie was grave and fair spoken-precise in his language, erect in
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his corrlugc, neat in his dress, and his huir always powdered and

arranged exactly in the same manner as he wore it when first

introducetl at court.

On returning to the marquis, he gave his lordship a very cir-

cumstantial account of what had taken place with the earl, and

also of what hod passed with Mordaunt.

Although this report was the precise truth as far as it went,

yet it conveyed no idea of the manner in which his lordship had

been affected ; and even what was said, suffered in the repetition,

by the cold medium through which it was conveyed.

The marquis was, in some points of character, not unlike Sir

Charles, but he was older ; and what was precision in the one,

approaching to pedantry, was sedate pomposity in the other.

The accident of happening in the outset of life to be successful

in the management of some of those trifling pa.'liamentary mat-

ters that the minislters of the day are in the practice of assigning

to the hereditary supporters of government, he was taken with

the conceit of being a statesman. In the deliberations of the

senate he always took a part, and talked long, and said as little

to the purpose as any other speaker on either side of the House.

But, notwithstanding the prosing inefficacy of his public conduct,

he was upon the whole what is called a steady character

—

uniformly voting with every successive batch of minister?, and

never asking more than a reasonable share of official patronage.

In private life he was punctual and honourable ; and although he

never said a witty thing, nor understood a wise one, he possessed

many of the most respectable traits in the domestic character of

an English nobleman. It is needless, however, to add, that he

was nevertheless not at all fitted to act the prudentest part in

the peculiarities of his daughter's situation.

He communicated to the countess a faithful account of what

bad passed ; but his narrative was still more defij^jent in convey-

ing a true impression of what had taken place, ll|||i even that of

Sir Charles; insomuch that her ladyship's ^-humiliation was

greatly augmented to find that her husband was seemingly, as

it appeared to her, so glad to be rid of her on her own terms

She said, however, nothing, but requested to be left alone ; and

the moment that her father had retired, she gave vent to her
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feelings in long-continued weeping. This greatly relieved her
mind, and she was able afterwards to reflect calmly on i.

-

situation. She recalled to mind some of those inadvertent sar-
casms in which the earl first manifested his dislike of her passion
for what he called self-exhibition, and the artificial equality of
her manners, which he sometimes peevishly derided as hypocrisy

;

and she was sensible that there must have been some error in her
system, since it had failed to interest, or rather since it had
served to disgust, the only man whom she really cared to
please.

The behaviour, too, of Mrs Harridan had taught her also an
important lesson. In the course of their short interview that
morning, the sordidness of her art had been so plainly disclosed,
'lat it necessarily produced a deep and a usentfu. mpression.
i.ady Sandyford could not disguise to herself the practical illus-
tration which it afforded of those maxims which shn had been
instructed to respect as the essential principles of fashionable
life, as if there were any thing in fashion that could be at variince
with the ties and charms which constitute the cement of society.
The conflict of these reflections had an immediate effect on her

ladyship's mind
; and from that hour she resolved to act another

part, more agreeable to her own original nature and character.
The rock was indeed now struck ; and the stream that was to
spread freshness in the desert of her wedded life, began to flow.
Her first inclination was to return immediately home to her

husband, and express to him frankly what she thought and suf-
fered

;
but this a fals3 pride prevented her from doing, even

while she confessed to herself that she had been too rashly in-
duced by her father to abandon the conjugal roof.
The marquis was obliged, or rather so felt himself, to attend

the House of Lords that evening ; he was indeed anxious to take
a part m the debate, chiefly to show how lightly he considered
the derogatory predicament in which his daughter had been
placed. Sir Charles Runnington was at the same time instructed
by his lordship to go round the club-houses in St James's Streetm order to inform the most distinguished male gossips of those
fraternities, that the separation of the Earl and Countess of
Sandyford, so far from being occasioned by any imputed guilt
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ill

on the part of her ladyship, was sought by herself, and advised
aud sanctioned by her father.

When the marquis returned in the evening, ho found the
countess alone in the drawing-room, comparatively at her epse,
and attended by Flounce, her own maid. As he hai made what
he deemed an able speech, although it contained neither fact nor
argument to illustrate the expediency of the measure he en-
deavoured to advocate, he was on excellent terms with himself,

and complimented the countess on the fortitude with which she
sustained herself. But instead of replying to him in the same
strain of good-humour, she briefly told him that she was arran-
ging with Flounce to quit London next morning ; and that it

was her intention to go at once to Elderbower, the seat of the

,

dowager Lady Sandj *'3rd, her mother-in-law.

" Is your ladyship of a sound mind in this determination ?"

exclaimed the marquis, in his oratorical manner. -' Do you not
expose yourself to a most unwelcome reception?—Reception,
did I say ?—It may be a repulse ?"

" No matter," replied the countess, in a calm, firm voice, " I

will make the attempt. If I stay here, or if I go to any of my
own relations, I lend colouring to the slanders in circulation

against me ; but if I take up my abode with the mother of my
husband, and I am sure she will receive me kindly, the malice
of the world will be rebuked and silenced."

The countess perceived that her father was not satisfied with
the resolution she had taken ; but as it was the most expedient,

indeed the best which at the moment she could adopt, this gave
her no pain, and she soon after wished him good-night.

llMl

CHAPTER XXIII.

PERPLKXITIES.

During the remainder of the day after the countess left Sandy

-

ford-House, the earl continued uneasy, irritable, and thoughtful.
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Mordaunt dined with him, and in the evening he began to rally
a httle

;
but in the midst of his jocularity, for he was naturally

disposed to indulge his fancy in a humorous play upon the pass-mg topics of the moment, he would suddenly fall into fits of
abstraction, from which he as suddenly recovered himself, as if
a.«^akemng from a trance of which he had been unconscious.
His fnend saw his mental struggle, and exerted himself in even-
possible manner to draw him from the pressure of his unhappy
thoughts; but all his efforts proved unavailing, and he at last
said, Sandyford, this wiU not do

; you cannot, I perceive plainly
meet this event with that indifference which you have affected!
and which you are so strangely ambitious as to endeavour still to
maintain, even before me."

" I confess it," replied his lordship ; " and I should have
borne it even more weakly had Augusta been really guilty; buthow can I mvite a reunion, when that old mandarin. Sir Charles
Kunnmgton, declares my own behaviour has been such, that her
friends as well as herself, are desirous of the separation ? Now
If I had thought she cared half the value of an odd trick for me'
or even could but have cared, I would have been a very different
sort of a husband. However, the Rubicon is passed ; but one
thing at least I may still try, and that is to prove that I am not
altogether the irreclaimable Don Juan which the world so
charitably supposes."

The manner in which this was said, though generally in a
tone of freedom and gayety, had yet an accent of sadness that
moved the compassion of Mordaunt, and he contemplated the
endeavoured cheerfulness of his friend, as he would have looked
upon a sleeping infant covered with a lace veil^-a sight which
notwithstanding the health, the smile, and the bloom that shines
through, often suggests melancholy associations to the affectionate
heart.

"I think, Sandyford, you would feel yourself better, were you
to be more c(immunicative," said Mordaunt. « There can be
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world has represented me. But I have done enough of ill to
know that the task I undertake is not only to make a character,
but to recover one. However, let us bid adieu to the gloomy
pile of my concerns for the present, and tell me, Mordaunt,
something of your own—the affair with Miss Beauchamp. When
is the wedding to be ?"

"Why, to say the truth, my lord," replied Mordaunt, laugh-
ingly. " although it is a settled point between iis, there is yet a
great impediment to be overcome. The baronet, her father, it

seems, many years ago, when Julia was but a child, made a com-
pact with his neighbour, the late Mr Birchland, that she should
be married to Jack Birchland, then quite a boy ; and if Birchland
will take her, he swears nobody else shall have her."

" Ah, me
!
for aught that ever I could learn, the course of

true love never did run smooth," cried his lordship ; " and Birch-
land will be a cursed fool if he don't, begging your pardon.''

" Ay, but there are two words to a bargain—Julia has some-
thing herself to say in the business," replied Mordaunt.
"Then Birchland is really inclined to stand by the compact?"

said the earl.

"Fm half afraid he is; and, what is more, Julia herself has
some suspicion of the same sort."

"Now, I understand the whole affair," exclaimed the earl,
laughing aL«d interrupting him: "you are come to London to
meet her, and a stolen match is in contemplation."

"You are mistaken," said Mordaunt, somewhat gravely ; « Miss
Beauchamp will not submit to any thing so derogatory to her-
self; but it seems that her cousin, Letitia Irby, has taken a fancy
for Birchland, and our immediate object* is to make them man
and wife, and by that means frustrate or defeat the pertinacious
designs of Sir Thomas.

"There are no such ingenious nest-builders, after all, as you
birds of the bowers," cried the earl, gaily; but checking himself,
added, "the plot is good—veig- good—but how is it to be
brought to (I bemiiig? " '*','/•

'
' .' "

'

"JuTw:has;,]»elrsua<^e4 her *a?hpr lo'?p?i:e fc town," said Mor-
daunt, "and Miss Irby is with t^pm., ,.They arrived this morn-
mg,

,
^BlrttUUea rs«»peeteddnttfle«^«rse»(/fa*few davs."
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"Were Birchland one of our town-bred sparrows, and not a
chaffinch of the grove, I should advise," replied the earl, "the
pretty Letitia to coo for lovers amidst her native shades; but as
I doubt not he is as guileless as a blackbird, no harm may come
of their billing even in a London cage. However, we shall see."

Mordaunt, during this sally, looked seriously at the earl, and
said gravely, " Your mind, Sandyford, I am sorry to see, is

accustomed to regard lightly some things which you were once
in the habit of considering very differently. Birchland were a
villain, if he could take advantage of a fond girl's innocent
affections."

His lordship blushed, and was for a moment out of counte-
nance, but recovering his usual familiarity, replied, " You John
Bulls of the country serve up your morality in the husk ; a man
of pleasure among you cannot taste a kernel, without being
supposed to have cracked the Decalogue. That same word
villain, is a whoreson phrase—dowlas, filthy dowlas,"—but he
added, in a tone so deep and emphatic, that it made the heart of
Mordaunt vibrate in sympathetic anguish, " The word, however,
suits the action, but, in using it, I suppose you forgot at the
moment what my wife and her friends think of me."
Mordaunt for several seconds was unable to make any answer,

and then he added, " Your whole life, Sandyford, has been a
riddle. The town tenn of it has distressed all those who esteem-
ed you, and who cherished expectations which you were once
able to realize."

"I am still able," cried the earl, with a generous confidence
in his own powers ;

" but the jade must go to grass. I intend,
with all convenient speed, to settle my townly affairs, and then
begin another course of being at Chastington-hall—an elysium,
as my mother has often told me, where the manes of my ances-
tors, in the shape, I suppose, of old portraits, would scowl their

brave encouragement on my emulous endeavours to revive the
faded lustre of their blood. But to that, like to many other of
the good old dowager's saws and sayings, I have been no better
than the infidel. However, I am resolved for a time to take up
my abode at Chastington, and by the post to-day I sent orders
to prepare for my receptiort. Were you not so engaged, I would
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ask you to go with me, for I believe it is a huge old Ann-Rad-
cliflPe place, a spectrey surrounded by a rookery, which I was on
the point at one time of selling on account of its distance from
town, and the red-haired bumpkins, that camti up from it occa-
sionally to see London, and to keep their lord and lady in hot
water, and their fellows in the hall in laughter, all the time they
stay."

Mordaunt smiled at the latter reason for parting with the an-
cestral residence of all the Sandyfords.

"Upon my honour," said his lordship, "there is more truth
in it than you think. You can have no conception how much
we were plagued by the sons of the patriarchal fixtures of Chas-
tington-hall, coming here to learn the craft and mystery of foot-

manry
; and the worst of it was, that, after they were initiated

in all the tricks of tjie trade, I was obliged to give them charac-
ters to my acquaintance, in the perfect conviction that any
principle of honesty or sobriety, which they brought with them
from the country^ was entirely lost in this house. The posses-

sion of the place made me, indeed, feel as if I kept a roguery
for the supply of the London market; and conscience, with a

few secondary considerations arising from losses at play, urged
me to part with it. But nobody could be found rich enough, or
foolish enough, to make the purchase."

" Surely you have never seen Chastington," said Mordaunt,
shocked that his lordship should think with so much levity of
parting with a domain and mansion which, for many ages, a
long line of noble ancestors had successively delighted to enrich
and adorn.

" O never ! A hundred and seventy miles from London, in a
midland county—not even a market-town within half a score of

leagues—only a village at the gate, with a single ale-house,

where a cuckoo clock chicks at one side of the chimney-place,

and the curate, smoking his pipe in an antique elbow-chair,

churms at the other. Was it possible to vegetate with Lady
Sandyford ? I did, indeed, at our marriage, intend to make it

our principal residence ; but a blight fell upon all my intentions

of that period, and I never since could endure the idea of look-

ing at Chastington, till the adventure of this mocning reminded
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me of what my mother used to say about the presiding genii

that inhabit there."

After some further general conversation relative to the earl's

plans, Mordaunt rose to bid him good-night. " Come to me to-

morrow as early as you can," said his lordship, as he shook him
by the hand at parting ;

" and in the mean time put as charitable

a construction as possible on any thing that may have had a
tendency to lower m*^ in your esteem. I am not, my dear fel-

low, half so bad as I have long seemed ; all that which others
regarded as the inebriation of pleasure, was to me the frenzy of
a fever. My outward and my inner man were in afflicting oppo-
sition. The voluptuous draught that I was seen to swallow so
greedily, was but drunk as an opiate to allay the mental agony
which I suffered. I felt as if the spring and fountain-head of
all my motives and happiness were cut off, and the future
rendered an arid and devouring desert. A worm was in the
core of my heart, and a fire in my brain ; and for three years
my spirit was parched with inextinguishable despair. My dis-
sipation was martyrdom ; and yet I wore the mask of a joyous
libertine so well, that my hidden misery was never discovered.
But the mask, Mordaunt, is now off—the crisis of my distemper
is past—and, as the faculty say, a change of scene, with country
air and exercise, will perhaps complete the cure."

During this address, which his lordship delivered with con-
siderable energy, while he still held his Iriend by the hand,
Mordaunt was greatly moved ; and at the conclusion, when the
vehemence of the eari had subsided into a more familiar strain,

he said, " Sandyford, you ought to have told me what you were
suffering. It was too much to put to hazard fame, fortune, and
self-respect, without consulting any friend."

" It was," replied his lordship ;
" I am sensible it was ; but if

I could have been so prudent as to have taken the advice of any
friend, I should not then have been so mad as to require it.

There are states of the mind which friends ehould see are morbid,
without being told. One of the worst s; :.' toms of intellectual
distemperature, is the etfoit which the patient makes to conceal
his malady. Could it have liieen for a moment imagined bv my
friends, had they thought seriously on the case, that I wotdd at
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once forego aU my early habits of emulation,- the love of fame
and the desire of power, and tie myself to the chariot-wheels of
hazard and sensuality without a cause ? No, Mordaunt ; when
you heard of my faUing off, you ought to have come to me It
wa3 not for you to stand aloof, and see me perish ; for, without
vanity, I may now say, humiliated as I am by the sense of my
frmtless talents and abortive life, that you at least knew mv
original worth." "^

The feelings of Mordaunt were overcome, and hastily bidding
his lordship good-night, he rushed from the room to conceal the
emotion he was unable any longer to control. The heart of the
earl was relieved by what had passed ; the fine natural elasticity
of his mmd, which enabled him to pass with such felicitous ease
from one topic to another, dilated out in the cheerful anticipa-
tion of being yet able to redeem some portion of the promise of
his youth

;
and he re'tired to his bed-chamber in a more serene

and temperate mood than he had for several years enjoyed. The
only anxiety he suffered was on account of his lady, and he
sighed as .he said, looking at her picture, which hung over the
mantelpiece, " And so, Augusta, you are also gone. I thought
but last night I could have better spared you. No matter if
you are happy. You have all the kindest wishes of a man that
loved you too well."

CHAPTER XXIV.

.

A Man of business.

At the time when the earl had requested Velhim to be with
him m the morning, the solicitor, punctual to the hour, was at
Sandyford House, with a hasty sketch of the state of his lord-
ship's pecuniary concerns. He had heard something of what
had happened

;
but the true circumstances were so different from

the report, that he could not help saying, " I presume there will
uc iio proceedings."
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" None in your way," replied the earl dryly, as he perused the
statement; adding, " This looks better. Vellum, than I expected.
Have you any account of my debts and mortgages?"
Vellum said, somewhat diffidently, that he had, and produced

^^'^
xf;,

^^^ ^^''^' '''' ^"""^'"^ '* °^^'' ^*« surprised to observe
that Vellum himself was by far the most considerable creditor.
He took no notice, however, of this circumstance ; for the money
which he had borrowed at different times he had paid an enor-
mous rate of usury; but he had never any reason before to
suspect that Vellum was the real lender, nor did he do so at this
time. He only thought, what was indeed the fact, that VeUum
had afterwards bought up the securities.

While the earl was perusing the list, Vellum watched h?s eye
anxiously, but could discover nothing of what was passing in
his mmd. On returning it to him, his lordship, however, said,
somewhat emphaticaUy, "Vellum, this is a black account: we
must use our best endeavours to bleach the complexion of some
of these ill-favoured items."

The solicitor felt the fuU force and weight of this remark, and
said at once, " I am aware, my lord, that some parts of it are not
exactly what your lordship perJiaps expected to see-I allude tomy own claims

; but the truth of the case is simply this : Had
I not redeemed the bonds which constitute my claim, some other
would

;
and I do not think that any person into whose possession

tliey might have come, would have been more delicate than my-
self. I might certainly, as your lordship's professional agent
have resisted the debt altogether; and, in that manner, the obliga-
tion to pay them might have been got rid of. But your lordship
would never suffer me to establish a legal right at the expense
of a moral wrong. I might also, my lord-for such things
are not uncommon—have exhibited the claim under different
names, by which my interest in the business would have been
dissimulated

;
but I am incapable of submitting to practise any

such equivocation."
*^

" I am perfectly satisfied, VeUum, with vour integrity as a man
of business," replied his lordship; « and the candour of your
declaration confirms tyip in tV,a i,,c*x^^ ^u^*. t i _ •« ,- ... ,..,^. j^i3i,i^,c uiai i iiuvu unuorraiy, lamy own mind, done to you as such. My confidence in you is
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none abated, and I do not consider the profit whicli you may
have gained by these dealings as procured at my expense ; but,
doubtless, the only reason which induced you not to tell me that
I might have occasionally redeemed the pound of flesh, arose
frora your thorough knowledge of the state of my circumstances,
arising from your professional trusts as my agent."

Vellum bit his lips ; but the earl in a moment changed his
tone, and said cheerfully, " However, the matter is done, and it

must not be repeated
; I wish you all happiness with your gains

;

and the sooner they are realized, the more I shall be content.
But one thing you must, in the mean time, do for me. I have
paid more attention to that Scottish curiosity, Wylie, than per-
haps I ought to have done. He, however, served to amuse me
when every other thing had become stale, flat, and unprofitable

;

and he cannot bu^ have formed some expectations from my in-
terest or influence. I believe he is honest."

" It is impossible to doubt it," replied Vellum ; « but his
talents are not of a high order, nor has his education been of
the best sort."

" The being," cried his lordship, gaily, " has not half the
capacity, I believe, o^ a young elephant ; but his very deficiencies
have been as talents with me ; and now that I am determined to
quit London, I wish to do something for him. You must take
him into partnership. Vellum."

The solicitor was thunderstruck ; and in an accent of astonish-
ment, said, " My lord, it is not possible—he is too young—he
knows nothing of business."

" He is old enough," replied his lordship, coldly, " to receive
profit

;
nor does it require any particular knowledge to do so.

But perhaps you would rather give him a salary."

Vellum bowed, and the earl continued ; " Then it should be
on agreement for a term of years—Say seven. How much will
you give him ?"

^

The decision of character which the earl had in this inter-
view so unexpectedly manifested, overawed Vellum, who had
hitherto considered him merely as a common man of fashion.
He had never, in the course of their previous intercourse, once
suspected the dormant powers of his lordship's mind, which, like
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purpose. But he now perceived that it would be useless to parry
with such a character ; and thenfore, with the off-hand alacrity

of a man of the world, he replied, " It is your lordship's pleasure
to promote the fortune of the young man, and it is my duty to

comply with your lordship's reasonable wishes on the subject.

I will give him five hundred pounds a-year for seven years

;

although I do not think he will ever make any available profi-

ciency in his profession."

" You do not then seriously think that he is likely to attain

eminence as a lawyer ?" said the earl, earnestly.

" I do not," was the emphatic answer.

" Then," replied his lordship, " five hundred a-year, for seven
years, is too little. You will give him seven hundred and
fifty."

" It is far beyond his wants, habits, and ideas."

Vellum, in saying these few words, was rebuked by the grave
expression of his lordship's eye ; and stopping as if he had been
interrupted, looked confused.

The earl, after a pause of some ten or twenty seconds, rose
from his seat, and standing with his back to the fire, said to the
solicitor, who had also risen at the same time, " I r.m not sure,

Mr Vellum, that any man has a right to prescribe limits to

another's fortune. You will give Mr Wylie seven hundred and
fifty pounds a-year for seven years, if you think my business
and connexions can, with a reasonable advantage to yourself,

afford so much."

There was no withstanding either the manner or the matter
of this. Vellum bowed with profound respect, and said, " It

shall be done, my lord ; and I ought to add, that it is in my
power to comply with your lordship's request."

" I thank you, Vellum
; you have obliged me ;" and the earl

took him cordially by the hand. " We shall talk no more of
these matters. My only instructions now to you are, let a full

account be made out, and sent to me as soon as possible ; exhi-
itui^ cui c.-.civt, ricTT ui my niijiiis ^ v.iiii a luoie, snowing in

what time my debts may be discharged. I xnW take it with me
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into the country, where I shall be able to determine the amount
to which I must limit my expenditure."

Tills was evidently intended to conclude the interview ; and
the solicitor, sensible of the intimation, accordingly took his
leave. In quitting the room, the earl, however, said to him,
with his wonted freedom, " You can dine with me, I hope ?"

Vellum accepted the invitation, but with a little more for-
mality than usual. The earl smiled at the change, and added,
in his most gracious and conciliating manner, " By the way.
Vellum, this house must remain empty while I am in the
country, for I do not intend that it shall be let

; you had as well
come here and live

; you will take better care of the pictures
and furniture than servants ; and I hope you and Mrs Vellum
will oblige me in this. You need not materially increase your
establishment, as L shall leave some of the old servants."

Vellum looked on his lordship. On any former occasion, had
such a proposition been made to him, he would have laughingly
shaken his head in thankful acceptation ; but the singular lustre
with which the latent character of the earl shone out upon him,
smote him with a sense of reverence that overpowered all his
wonted familiarity, and he said, with the most profound respect,
" I crave your lordship's pardon for having evinced any reluc-
tance to comply with your request. I ought to have known
better the obligations that I owe to your lordship, and the mag-
nanimity of your disposition." He then said, somewhat less
formally, but perhaps with more eflPect, « I am not, however, the
only one, my lord, who has been long in error with respect to
your lordship."

" Come, come. Vellum, no more of that," cried the earl, inter-
nipting him

;
" I have myself, perhaps, been the most in error

of you all. But as I have turned over a new leaf in the book of
life, it is as well that the first record to be made thereon is what
I shall not regret. Bring Wylie with you, that I may see with
what humour the Caliban sustains his new fortune."
The solicitor bowed and retired.
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CHAPTER XXV.

OBATITUDB.

From the transactions of the preceding day, Wylie had been
thoughtful and anxious. He studiously avoided the conversation
of his companions in the office, and applied himself with more
than wonted diligence to his tasks at the desk. He had formed
expectations with respect to the favour of Lord Sandyford, which
he thought were likely to be frustrated by the unfortunate
situation of the earl's domestic affiiirs, and ever and anon a cold
feeling came over his heart, such as often saddens the spirit of
the young adventurer when his prospects are suddenly clouded.
Vellum, on his returning from his lordship, summoned him into
his own apartment, and somewhat abruptly told him of his good
fortune.

"It's vera kind of my lord," said Andrew; really it's vera
kind. He's a nice man, and mai in him than he's likened to

;

I couldna hae thought he would ip- ione so meikle for me
already."

" Then you have expected," cried Vellum, " that he would do
something for you ?

"

" I surely had reason," was the reply. " It couldna be thought
but that in time I might hae ventured to ask my lord's helping
hand, considering his discretion towards me."
"The idea did credit to your sagacity, Wylie," said Vellum

ironically
;
" and I suppose you exerted yourself to the best of

your ability to amuse his lordship?"

" Nae doubt I did—nae doubt I did that," cried our hero

;

" it would hae been an unco thing in the like o' me no to hae
done a' in my capacity to pleasure my lord."

"Upon my word, there is more in you than I gave you credit
for," replied the solicitor sneeringly, feeling as if he had been in
some degree overreached by the part which Andrew had played

;

adding more sedately, "But now that you have gained your
ends, and by his lordship's generosity are placed in a condition
to support the appearance of a gentleman, I hope you will set in

I

a

* 3Et"
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seriously to your profession, and throw oflf your ridiculous man-
ners for the futiire."

" That would be a doing, indeed
!

" exclaimed our hero ; " when
you are just at this precious moment telling me that they
have already brought me in seven hunder and fifty pounds a-

year/'

This answer puzzled the lawyer, who laughed as he said,

" Well, well, take your own way ; but it is no longer necessary

for you to be so penurious."

" That's very true," replied Andrew, " and I'm thankful it is

sae ; but if I dinna save now, where will I, in the lang run, be
a whit the better for my lord's bountiful patronage ? No, sir

;

ye maun just let me ride my ain horse wi' my ain ha'ding."

Mr Vellum suddenly broke off the conversation, and turned

his attention to sc^me matter of business, and our hero, on go-
ing to his place at the desk, in the fulness of his heart wrote a
letter to his grandmother ; but without indulging in any expres-

sion beyond the wouted temperance of his ordinary manner of

addressing the affectionate old woman, he began by stating, that

for some time he had been keepit thrang both by nighc and by
day. " But I have no reason to complain, for Providence has
been pleased to raise up for me a friend, by whose instrumen-
tality Mr Vellum has settled on me a very satisfactory wage,
the which will enable me to show more kindness to you than I

have yet had it in my power to do ; and I think it my loving

duty to send you herein, out of the fore-end of my earnings,

something to buy a new gown, or any other small convenience

that ye may stand in the need of; hoping you will want for

nothing, as I doubt not to have it in my power now to do as

mickle, and more, from time to time." And then he continued,
" I have seen of late but little of Charlie Pierston, but he's iu

very good health to the best of my knowledge, but a mischiev-

ous clever ramplor, and never devalds with cracking his jokes on
me. However, I have fallen in, notwithstanding the unfashion

of my apparel, with s:-w.e creditable acquaintance ; but as you
ken nothing anent > ( p I ncedna fash you with their names,
nor how it was." A i y] L«r; concluded by assuring the old woman,
liiwt iL TTu-.iia uxi UiS uOucSb C^UUCavuUX' lU glVV oULISiU*CUUI« IK} hlh
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This letter afforded great delight to the old woman ; she car-
ried it round to all her neighbours, and even to the manse,
where the minister declared his entire satisfaction with the af-
fectionate disposition and the generous heart of poor Andrew.

" But," said he, " London is a very expensive place, so you
must not > ount too confidently on his being able to fulfil his
kind intention? • we might, however, have been better qualified
to jud-.' of tliat, had he told you the amount of his salary ; how-
ever, upon the whole, you have great reason to be thankful. I
believe he was always a well-disposed creature."

" That he was," replied Martha in tiie pride of her heart

;

"he's a wee gair, I alloo; but the liberal man's the beggar's
brother, and there's aye something to get by key or claut fra«
the miser's coffer. I dinna stand in the lack o' his gift ; but
since it has come, I will buy a new gown for the kirk, that the
whole parish may see Andrew's gudeness o' heart therein. Poor
fallow!—nae doubt he has had baith to thole and moil for what
he has gotten, and it's a warld's wonder to me how he could gie
sic a satisfaction. But naebody can tell what's in the shawp
rill it's shelt ; Paul was lang a persecutor before he was an
apostle, and the bonny butterflies begin the warld in the shape
o' crawling kailworms."

Thus was the character of our hero for affection and generd-
sity established, amidst the scenes of h's youth ; and when from
time to time a five-pound note, in faithful adherence to his pro-
mise, came regularly to hand, the worthy Tannyhill as regu-
larlj luuded the liberality of the donor, and predicted his future
grtatncs

; while the delighted old woman, exulting in the con-
stancy of his kindness, as often declared, " That she never wished
to see him great, but only gude; for, as Solomon says, 'grant
me neither poverty nor riches ;' and Solomon kent weel what
the warld is—though, poor man, in his auld days he gaed aften
far ajee out o' the straight road in the gloaming, tapping wi' his
gowden-headed stafi" at the harlot's door, and keeking in at her
windows with his bald head and his grey haflHts, when he should

•"V-,rr-
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hae been sitting at hame on his throne, reading his Bible to his
captains and counsellors in a kingly manner."

CHAPTER XXVI.

AN ALE-HOUSE.

Agreeably to the orders of the countess, her father's travel-

ling carriage was at the door early in the morning. The day
promised to be fine. The winter had been mild; and although
it was still February, the spring was seen big in the bud, and
the fitlds seemed to be tinged with new verdure. A few lambs
were scattered here and there among the flocks on the p^istures;

and the air breathed an invigorating energy into the spirit, of
which Lady Sandyford stood then much in need. Every thing
presented the appearance of youth and renovation ; and the rising
hopes of a richer harvest of pleasures in life, were in accordance
veith the appearance of nature, and the genial blandishments of
the early year.

During the first three stages of her journey towards Elder-
bower, she met with nothing to draw her attention from the con-
templation of her own situation. Indignant at the world, and
mortified with herself, her thoughts alternately glowed with
anger and were darkened with sadness; but a general tendency
to a more elevated course of reflection g^-adually acquired force,
and her spirit rose as it were out of its passions and prejudices,
like the moon ascending from behind the lurid glare, the smoke,
and the dark masses of a great city.

When the carriage stopped to change horses at the Rose and
Crown, in the village of Castle-Rooksborough, her ladyship
was roused from her reverie by the murmuring of a crowd" round
the door of a small public-house, on the opposite side of the
way. There was something in the appearance of the people,
which showed that their feelinsrs and svmnnih,V« w«ro ov«;f«^ k„
some distressing occurrence, and she enquired what had hap-
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•J i i:

respectfully composing the limbs, while another was dressing

the child as it lay on her lap.

Lady Sandyford was exceedingly moved by a spectacle as new
as it was mournful, and, obeying the shock and impulse of the

moment, she hastily turned back, and ran across the street to

the Rose and Crown.
" For heaven's sake !" she exclaimed to the landlady, who

followed her into one of the parlours, '' what is to be done with

that unprotected infant ?"

" Don't afflict yourself, my lady," replied Mrs Vintage ; " the

parish-officers will see to it. They have already sent for Mrs
Peony, the wife of Mr Ferrers' gardener. Her own child died

yesterdaj, and she will be right glad to get this one in its place.

I would therefore, ray lady, recommend your ladyship to take

some refreshment, ^nd compose your spirits. What will your
ladyship be pleased to take ?"

Flounce, her ladyship's gentlewoman and companion in the

carriage,who had been during the whole time an amazed spectator

of the countess's agitation, interfered, saying, " Perhaps my
lady will be better by being left for a little alone ;" and the

countess intimating, by a motion of her hand, an acquiescence

in this suggestion, Mrs Vintage withdrew.

" Flounce," said her ladyship, the moment they were by them-

selves, " I have a great mind to take this baby with us."

" O monstrous, your ladyship
!

" exclaimed the tender-hearted

Abigail. " Why, the creature hadn't a stitch of clothes ; and
how could we nurse it in the carriage on my best pelisse ? No,

my lady ; let the parish-officers first get it nursed, and then if it

chance to be a beauty, your ladyship may show your compas-

sion ; but, Lord, if it prove an ugly brawling toad, what could

be done with it ?
"

" There is some reason in what you say. Flounce," replied

the countess ;
" particularly as to the risk your best pelisse

might be exposed to. But, nevertheless, I will adopt the child

;

therefore, do you call in the landlady again, that I may speak

to her on the subject."

Mrs Vintasre. on returniner into the room, was accordins'lv

informed that the parish-officers need give themselves no further

f
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trouble about the orphan, for it was her ladyship's intention totake It under her protection.

'^ intention to

"BuV said the countess, •' I do not wish for the present tobe known m the business. I „ust therefore beg of yoS rmakethe necessary arrangements with the nurse of whom y"„ spokeand » the course of a few days you will hear from me more
particularly on the subject. In the mean time, IZ kavew.th you what money may be necessary to defra; the eKneZtthe mother's funeral. In order, however, tha some k^^Tfpossible, may be got to her relations, I think it w.U be p^ier
J»^take possession of any luggage she may have hadTh
Mrs Vintage told her ladyship that she understood there wasnothmg but a box, which the officers had already opened Zfound .t contamed only a few trinkets and cloth^es.'^ °I havetal^n^hargeof u, and. if your ladyship pleases, IwiUgive it u^

" Yes," said Flounce, •• I think if my lady is to be at thoexpense of the brafs education, sne should have wJt effectbelong to It; so pray, do let us have the box with us I

C

say, my lady, some of the trinkets must be valuable for dWyour adyship not observe what delightful hu^e ear-rings thepoor dead creature had ? Surely they wiU never be so b! bitous a. ,0 buty her with them. If they do, I should norbesurprised were the sexton to dig her up in the night, and puU

"Flounce," cried her mistress mth displeasure, "you allowyourself to talk too flippantly. Desire the footm;„ to ^eTtZbox carefully put up with the rest of our luggage."
Her ladyship then gave Mrs Vintage some instructions respect-ing a shght repast; and while the preparations for which w^regomg on, the requisite arrangements were made withMrpZ
i:^^^ ''" ''''' *«- *«~ -^^^^^
During the conversation, it transpired that the Mr Ferrers in

l?rri*l^'.'''^_f '''.'•-»-™ gardenefrih:
„„^j, attentions to the countess had alreadvproduced such baneful consequences. He was lord ofThe manor
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in which the village was situated, and possessed a fine ancient
seat in the immediate neip-hbourhood.

There was nothing in this information which disturbed Lady
Sandyford; for she was not aware that it was owing to the
ridiculous assiduity, of Ferrers that her unhappy situation with
her husband had been brought to such a painful issue. Never-
theless, the remainder of her journey to Elderbower, the seat of
the countess-dowager, was performed in silence ; even Flounce
said nothing, nor made any attempt to engage the attention of
her lady, but, ruminating on the events of the day, fell fast asleep.

CHAPTER XXVII.

A DOWAGER.

Elderbower had for generations been the appropriated retreat
of the dowagers of Sandyford. It was a venerable whitewashed
mansion, presenting a front of three gables, topped with stately
ornamented chimneys, toward a smooth, well-shaven green,
enclosed on the right and left by high walls, clothed with laurels
and other shrubs of constant leaf and verdure. This lawn, or par-
terre as it was called, opened to the public road by a pair of iron
gates of florid tracery, between two tall embossed and sculp-
tured columns, on the tops of which stood a couple of grotesque
statues, intended to represent Saxon warriors, the supporters of
the Sandyford arms. These, in a boyish freak, while residing
here under the maternal wing, the earl one day painted in the
colours of the family livery, to place them on a footing, as he
said, with their equally wise fellows in the hall ; and his mother,
from an indescribable sentiment of affection, yearly renewed
their liveries

; contrasting with sorrow the light and jocund
gayety of the time when the frolic was first played, with the
headlong dissipation that had succeeded.

This widow's nest, as the. pari wna in tho nxa/.f;^^. ^e A„„t

ting Elderbower, stood on the skirts of Elderton, a cheerfid
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market town, near the rectory, and not far from the church • so
situated, as his lordship said, in order that the dowagers might
have the benefit of clergy in their felonies on the adjacent cha-
racters. But the insinuation did not apply to his mother, who
was m many respects an amiable woman, though weakly over-
valuing her rank.

^

When the bell at the gate announced the arrival ofherdaughter-
in-law, she was sitting alone at a parlour window, which°over-
looked a flower-garden that sloped gently down towards a beauti-
ful smooth grass plot round a basin, in the middle of which stood
a naked leaden male image, intended for a heathen god, but
whether Apollo or Vulcan, was never thoroughly or satisfactorily
determined. His reverence the rector, who had once acquired
some knowledge of such things at Oxford, was of opinion that the
statue was an original cast of the Farnesian Hercules ; but the
traditions among the domestics and of the environs, described
It as the effigy of Sir Gondibert le Saint et Forte; who, on
account of his great valour, obtained the redoubtable surname
of Hardknocks—a most valorous and courteous knight that was
taken by the Pagans and flayed aHve at Jerusalem, in the time of
the Crusades.

But however questionable the character might be which the
image exhibited, or whatever controversies existed with respect to
its origin, it certainly poured from a conch a copious stream of
crystalline water, which fell in a gentle and ever-rippling shower
on the surface of the basin, and spread into the quiet air around
a sober murmur, that softly harmonized with the tranquillity of
the scenery, and the golden composure of the setting sun, which
the old lady was then contemplating, with her elbow resting on a
large prayer-book, in which her spectacles marked that she had
been recently reading the collects prescribed for the evening.
Shock, her lapdog, lay slumbering on the rug, with his head
comfortably pillowed on the breast of Pur, a large, demure, and
decorous tortoiseshell cat, that was also enjoying at full length
the drowsy influences of the bright blue-tinged fire, which, like
the splendour of the western skies, gave an assurance of con-

I. J. ,..-,,ivi. ijriiucn. wasuisiurueu in nis siesta
by the sound of the bell, and starting up, ran barking towards
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the door ; while his lady, taking her spectacles out of the prayer-

book, placed it on a table behind her, on which, amidst several

volumes of a devotional character, lay a copy of the newspaper
containing the paragraph that completed the rupture between her
son and his wife. It may therefore be easily imagined with what
emotion she beheld the countess, unannounced, enter the room

;

and, almost in the same moment, felt her in tears on her
bo^om.

" Alas !" said the venerable matron, " what is this ? and
why have you come to me ? But I pity you more than I can
express ; for I fear that the conduct of George afforded too just

a palliation."

"Then you have already heard what has happened?" cried
the countess, in some degree recovering herself. "Whatever
may have been my'indiscretions, I am at least, my dear mother,
free from the imputed guilt. Lord Sandyford and I have long
lived a comfortless life. He has treated me as if I were unwor-
thy of his affection, and perhaps I have acted as if I felt none
for him. This public scandal has opened my eyes to my faults;

and I have come to you to learn how I may recover the esteem
of ray husband. My father urges me to a formal separation.
He did indeed persuade me to remove with him from Sandy-
ford House. It was a rash step, but it is taken. Instruct me
how it may be redeemed

'*

The dowager dropped a tear on the hand which Lady Sandy-
ford had, in her earnestness, laid upon her knee, and said, "I
thank you, Augusta, for this confidence; but I feel a mother's
sorrow for George. His ruin is, I fear, now complete. But en-
deavour to compose yourself, and we shall consider, at leisure,

whut is the best course to pursue. You have done wisely to
come to me. The knowledge that you have taken refuge here,
will do much to remove that unfavourable construction towards
you which the world, taught by the fatal newspaper tale, will
doubtless put on the separation."

The maternal anxieties of the old lady as to the manner in
which the earl had acted in the business, received some allevia-
tion from the fimmfpss'a -rprinrf nf SJ- nv-o-i^^ "d, :__^ »_

mission, and she said, "Thank heaven, his heart is not entirely
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corrupted, nor his principles destroyed ! I hope he has still good
feeling enough, were it once effectually excited, to work out a
gracious change in his conduct. If he could once be convinced
that you aro solicitous to regain his affections, his ruin may be
arrested; for, whatever his behaviour may have since been, he
once, Augusta, undoubtedly loved you truly."

The benign composure of the dowager had an immediate and
tranquillizing effect on the mind of the countess, who, in the
course of less than an hour after her arrival, was able to discuss
with her the plan that she had formed in the hope of regaining
the esteem of her lord. The dowager would have written the
same night to request the presence of the earl, thrt their recon-
ciliation might be immediate, but the countess would not permit.
"No," said she, "I do not wish that we should come again
together, unless there can be a reciprocity in our tastes and
sentiments. I feel my own insuflBciency at present to contribute

to his happiness."

The old lady affectionately interrupted her, saying, "You
have too humble an opinion of yourself."

"Ah!" exclaimed her ladyship, "humility is to me a new
feeling I cannot disguise to myself that, with all my former
vain r. censions to superiority, I have failed to preserve the
love of a man that once doated upon me. Perhaps I have even
been instrumental to that woeful lapse which has so long
embittered your declining years."

The tone of contrition in which this was expressed, surprised
and grieved the venerable dowager. She beheld the character
of Lady Sandyford in a point of view of which she had formed
no previous conception; and there was a modesty in this, which,
while it moved her compassion, solicited encouragement. She
saw that the countess felt more deeply the stigma to which she
had been exposed, than could have been expected from a woman
hitherto considered as equally under the dominion of pride and
vanity.

By this time it was almost quite dark; and such had been the
earnestness of the conversation between the two ladies, that the
one forgot the fatigue of her journey, and the other, to ask if she
required any refreshment. Far different was the case with
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Flounce : she was prattling away with delight over a dish of

green tea, along with the methodical Mrs Polisher, who held

the responsible dignity of housekeeper at Elderbower; repaying

the civility of her entertainer with a full, true, and particular

account of the infidelities of the earl. "I declare, my dear

ma'am," said Flounce, "he is the most shockingest man you

ever heard of; and more times than I shall tell, he has shown

his cloven foot to me. But, my lord, says I, I would have your

lordship to know, that if my lady submits to your raking, I

wont. Really, Mrs Polisher, you make excellent tea; but I

suppose the water is very good in this here countrified place

—

and then his lordship would laugh and make game of me—pray,

do give me a morsel of sugar—dear me, what charming cream

—

a little more—I pr9test it's beautiful—I never tasted such deli-

cious cream—and this is such a pretty house—I guess, however,

you must be dullish, keeping no company ; and I should think

my lady will not stay long. I fancy when the divorce is finished,

we shall have one of the earl's other seats to live in."

"Divorce!" cried Mrs Polisher in amazement; for she had

not yet heard, notwithstanding all Flounce's talk, any thing of

the separation—"Divorce! what do you mean?"
" Why, haven't you heard that my lady has been caught in a

denoomang?"

Mrs Polisher, an old respectable matron, started back from

the tea-table, exclaiming, " Not possible
!

"

"As to the possibility of the thing, that's neither here nor

there," said Flounce, sipping her third cpp; "but the story's all

blown abroad, and our men read it in the newspapers ; but being

a delicate affair, you know I could not speak of it to my lady

herself; but it's in the newspapers ; so there can be no doubt of

the fact. Indeed, my Lord Avonside came and took her away
out of the house, and I was ordered to follow in the evening.

Then there was such a piece of work—really, Mrs Polisher, this

is prodigious fine hysson—a small knob of sugar, if you please.

But, you know, it does not do for us servants to make or meddle

in these sort of matters—so I said nothing, because my place is

a very good one. I wonder, however, what your dowager thinks

of the business."
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"Thinks!" cried Mrs Polisher, indignantly—"it will break
her heart; and I am astonished that your Lady Sandyford
should dare to show her face in this house; but these sort of
creatures are as impudent as they are wicked.'
At this moment the dowager rang the bell hat summoned

Mrs Polisher, and Flounce was left, for a short time, to her own
meditations, or rather to 1.<t observations; for the moment that
the housekeeper's back was turned, she immediately began to
inspect every thing in the room, with the avidity of an intended
purchaser. But before she had completed her survey, an old
corpulent footman, who was lame w-'th the gout, came in to
enquire for liis young lord, as he called the earl.

"Don't talk of his lordship to me," cried Flounce, "he's a
naughty man, and 'tis all his fault."

"I wont believe a word on't, said the man, who had heard
something of the separation from the servants of Lord Avonside
that came with the countess; adding, "before he fell in with
your damned lady "

"My damned-0, monstrous!-But the fellow's a bumpkin,"
said Flounce, with a most ineflFable toss of her head; and she
then added, "Sirrah, if you know what it is to have good man-
ners, you will bring in a light, and take none of these liberties
with me. Thus asserting and upholding her metropolitan
superiority.

^

CHAPTER XXVIIL

AN ATTEMPT,

MojiDAUNT, soon after Vellum's eventful interview with the
Larl, called at Sandyford House, to represent, in the strongest
terms, to his lordship the misery that he was evidently brindnff
upon himself; but he found him inexorable.

•' Had Lady Sandyford not quitted the house," said his lord-
ship, " thereby leaving me under an impression of her guilt, or
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what T regard almost equally bad, in total carelessness whether

I considered her guilty or innocent, I might perhaps have been

induced to reconsider her situation, but I cannot now. Her

conduct confirms me in the justice of the opinion I have been

unfortunately taught to form by her behaviour, ever since our

ill-fated marriage. She is incapable of caring for an} ne, and

the only pain she will feel for what has happened, is the damage

that has perhaps been done to her own reputation."

Owing to a long debate in the House of Commons the preceding

evening, the newspapers were late in being issued that morning,

and the earl, engaged with Vellum, had neglected to look at

them. At this crisis of the conversation, however, his lordship,

in folding up a note, happened to throw his eye on the paragraph

ingeniously inserte4 by Nettle, to turn the attention of the

scandal-mongers. It stated the extreme regret of the editors

and proprietors, that, by one of those inadvertencies inseparable

from the haste with which a daily newspaper was necessarily

compiled, a paragraph relative to the elopement of Mrs C—

—

with the gallant Colonel D had been so placed in connexion

with an account of the Countess of Sandyford's assembly, as to

induce some of their readers to think it applied to that amiable

and noble lady—" a mistake which they could not sufficiently

lament, even although assured that it had only occasioned a great

deal of merriment to the earl and countess, who were every thing

enviable and exemplary in married life."

His lordship burst into a fit of laughter, exclaiming, " There

are really no such fictions as those of your contemporary his-

tories;" and he handed the paper to Mordaunt.

" What can be the meaning of this ? " cried the honest country

gentleman ; " Jj it satire
?"

" O dear, no !" replied Uie earl ;
" the editors and proprietors

suspect they have got into some scrape, and are taking tliis

method to appease the oflFended enviabl'-. exemplars, meaning

Lady Sandyford and myself, of whom, it would appear, they

know about as much as they do of the political intrigues and

transactions which they illuminate and chronicle with so much

seeming sagacity."
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"Monstrous!" cried Mordaunt; "I had no such conception of

the licentiousness of the press."

" The only thing I am surprised at" said the earl, " is, that

the amend should have been made so expeditiously."

"But who is this Mrs C and Colonel D ?" cried

Mordaunt.

"Who !

" exclaimed the earl ;
" I declare you cooing lambkins

and capering doves of the a?.ure fields are such innocents, that

there is no speaking to you about any townish matter, without

entering into details obnoxious to all inventive genius. Who,
in this case, can Mrs C be, but the celebrated Miss Fibby
Fiction, the eldest daughter of my Lady Fancy, a personage of

great repute and influence in the scandalous world ; as for the

gallant colonel, depend upon't, he is no other than that fine,

bold, swaggering blade, who, it is well known, has been long

the declared adversary and rival of your country neighbour, Mr
Simple Truth."

"Ana yet by this, which you think an invention, has your
domestic happiness, my lord, been sacrificed ?

"

" Softly, Mordaunt," said the earl, " not so fast—my domestic

happiness has not been so maltreated by the Flamens—these

priests of Mars and Beliona, as I consider the newspapers—the

heart and bowels were couLumed on the altar of the Eumenides
long ago. But I cannot divine who has taken the trouble to

interfere so expeditiously."

Mordaunt then told his lordship of the conversation which he
had held with Andrew, describing the singular appearance and
cunning simplicity' of our hero.

The earl was struck with the information, and exclaimed, "It
is impossible that Wylie could have contrived any thing half so

ingenious as this paragraph. But I will sound the bottom of it

immediately."

In the same moment his lordship rung the bell. Wylie
happened to be then at the door, coming to thank him for his

kindness; and the servant who answered the bell announced
him.

Andrew, from the moment that Vellum had communicated to

him the generous interference of the earl, had undergone an
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Irl^ V
':'"""""-'"°"- An irresistible sentiment ofgratitudearose m h.s heart, so strong and powerful, that it became Lilwere a prmciple of duty; and aetuated by this halbrdld

grae,ous feeling without refleeting on the infpropriety of obtr^d'.ng on h.s lordslup, at a t.n,e when a more LrIdly head w^dhave eoneluded that the earl was not likely to be iLh„„
receive hirn, he went to Sandyford House
On entering the library, he was struck with the change inh s l„rdsh.p^ mien and air. Instead of the quiet smT!nZ

tellectual indolence which his lordship usually wore his coun enance was ligl,.e.l up
;
and there wa, a quick'essThi eTelj

"How is this, Wyliel-here already!" said the earl, surprisedat his sudden appearance.
surpnsea

"I am come to thank your lordship," said Andrew, modestlyThe earl was as much astonished at the diffidence ^ith which
thHanswerwase.press«l,asAndrewhimseIfwasatthee4cmude

liigtfxr™- """'™"' '-^^ -—'^-
" Say nothing about thanks, Wvlie," cried his lonlshm •. i

hope what Mr Vellum intends to io for you, wUl Prepaid bvyour endeavours to give him satisfaction."
'^ ^

Andrew replied, still diffidently, " The will's hearty, my lordbu the Ws weak; I hope, howsomever, that you^ lordshiDwm^Jetme do something to oblige yourscl', as'weel L M?
Desirous to avoid the promptings of our hero's gratitude theearl .nterrupted him, saying, " Pray, can'you te/me hot .hisgot into the newpaper?" showing him the paragraph
Andrew read it over studiously, and then said, " My lord thisis glammene ;" and he then explained to the earl that b.

7X^T
™

"

''""' " *'^" *' eif*t\rit™e:
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your'b: e"' "e t^;'::^";^ Tir " 'P"°'''4e^' no mend
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'"' "" "' '"^

ye put her awa' ?" ^ ^' ^ '^''''^^ ^P^er what for

. , i-«-2i5,„„ „i auniiuis, sne went away herself."
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" P°7 borly !" replied Andrew, " ye maun hae used her very
ill, my lord ?

^

This was said in such a manner, that Mordaunt and the earl
looked at each other. He saw their astonishment, but took no
notice of it, continuing, " She was a fine leddy-maybe a wee
that dressy and fond o' outgait-I'll no say she was entirely with-
out a fault, for we a' hae our faults, my lord-^nd I'm in a great
ane to speak wi' this fro dom to your lordship ; but when I think
what ye hae done for me-I was a friendless lad, and ye took me
by the han -and could I sit still and see scathe befall my bene-
factor, I wouldna be a stirk o' the right stock that's bred on the
Ian o Scotland."

Therewas something in this approaching to energy ; insomuch,
that the earl said, « I am much obliged to ycu ; I tliank you fo^
the interest you take in my happiness. It does honour to your
feenngs; but you will oblige me by saying no more on the
subject.

The manner in which his lordship spoke was at once mild andhrm It admitted of no reply, and it offended no feeling. It
neither made our hero sensible that he had transgr ssed the
limits of decorum, nor that he ought to regret what he had done;
but It effectually closed his lips, and he rose to take his leave.
Ihe earl said to him, as he was on the point of retiring, « J
intended to have had the pleasure of seeing you with Mr Vellum
before leaving town, but that I find will not now be convenient.
Make my compliments to him, and say, that he will have the
goodness to send the papers I want to Chastington Hall, as I
have determined to set off early to-morrow morning"
Andrew, with humble respectfulness, and more emotion than

his lordship deemed him susceptible of, then withdrew
" I am glad to be rid of the fellow," said his lordship, as the

door shut
;
« we should have been in heroics, with handkerchiefs

at our tragical eyes presently ; and as I do not think the Scottish
dialect IS at aU sufficiently sonorous for blank verse, don't you
think, as a matter of taste, it was right to .end him hence? Iam sorry, however, to have been so peremptory with him. The
gods play with our hearts as shutJecocks. Here is a woman

1^1
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that I did not believe had lift. +^ ^ i

a fla«.ing seraph, redden^'; wi rCSifv '"t'
'""^""^ °*

baser humanity almost into tears » ^wi-startling my

addressed himself to MordauntLff^r^- ^'^^'^^ he
said was in soliloquy, and he tl,"'

J

"""' '"^'' "'«'* ^^
last he made am s^and s^d "l r"' T'^ ''^""^''

' "'
his young 'Edwin is I'o ™?^tv • Tk"""^

'^'^"^«' *at
that awliward simplicity of hi, • f •. ..

'* """=• ™tue in
his talents, and th'at n^lt ; e"afef'

"^"^'"'' *°™«"
tages which the creature! Ccnrion^ i r"

'° '^''"''* ^«»-
a way that is positively commanW T'""*' ^"»»«how use, fa
individual, would be ioZZT^Z • ".'

T'"'"'''
'" ""^ »*»

and impudence." ^ ' """^ intolerable presumption

fu*rai!:iut:h::e;tL''r' '^'' ---^ «»«-•. »"
earl occasionally, holXCw^.^J'"^^^^^^^^^^ The
morning to Chastington Halibut '/«"' J™™''?-^*
unhappy associated with the idea L V "* ""^ something
another topic. Before Mo^^^:^tT ^ *^% «»bmci

;^ -iage to be ready at a:^rhourto^X;--^^

-l^'-rt'Sltr-'atry^'," fading Mot^auut fare-
no conception that wisdom l„rtdTn!o T''""'' "" ' '"«'
that creature Wylie: ther^forritould ! T™^' " '""" "« "n your conjugal affair, andTf he do 1 "' ?"" "• '""' him
h.s aeuteness, I am sure he may you ^n'

'"'""^' ''^'''^' ^«"»^™- Wish that X had „otsrtrohisrn:r"
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CHAPTER XXIX.

THE FAMILY MANSIOIf.

Chastington Hall, the principal seat of the Sandyford
family, was one of those fine old mansions which are only to beseen m England, and which combine, with the antique grandeur
of the baronial castle the cheerful conveniences of the modern

rl
^^« ^^!«ted in the latter part of Queen Elizabeth's

reign, when the airy pinnacles, turrets, and tracery of the Gothic
s yle, were first attempted to be assimilated to the symmetry of
classic architecture. ^

The court-yard was entered by a stately portal, surmounted
by a clock m a templar edifice, crowned with a dome, in theform of an earPs coronet

; and the quadrangle of the court, in
the centre of which a marble fountain threw up water from the
shells of mermaids and tritons, was surrounded by an arcadeNumerous doors opened from this arcade to the lower ran^e of
apartments, and a spacious marble staircase, richly adorned with
allegorical paintings, in the taste of Charles the Second's time
ascended from the court to splendid suits of galleries and
chambers, all furnished in that costly and massive style which

of 'the stulifs
'^' ^''""'^ ^'^''"''^ "^ '^" magnificent courtiers

The situation was chosen with admirable taste and judgmentThe mansion occupied the summit of a gentle rising ground, in
the middle of an extensive park, naturally commanding a wide
expans.ve prospect; and the approacfi was by a superb avenue
of beech-trees, which seemed to droop their branches in saluta-
tion as their master, towards the close of the day, was driven
rapidly towards the portal.

The eari had never before visited this princely place and of
course it had suffered by his absence, although the servants had
preserved every thing as well as it could be preserved, without
repairs and renovations. It had therefore, in some degree a
faded and melancholy appearance ; and when the carriage passed
through the grand entrance, his lordship thought, or rather felt
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il

11 !

ample personage, with a gentle oscillation of the head, which
seemed rather to indicate a lofty sense of her own supremacy,
than the infirmity of a slight paralytic affection. She stood on
the third step of the stair, in the stately superiority of a fuU suit
of dark-brown rustling double- tubinet, of which the unstinted
flounces, and manifold ruffle-cuffs, bore testimony to the taste
and prodifedlity of the mantua-makers of other times; a vast
well-starched kerchief-souffle expanded her bosom into swan-
like amplitude; and her hair was not only hightly frizzled and
powdered, but sustained a spacious structure of lace, muslins
catgut, and ribands, the very wiry skeleton of which was suffi-
cient to have furnished iron for the shackles of more than
twenty perjured lovers in these degenerate days. Her hands
and arms were Invested with cambric gloves, as pure as the
napeiy which it was her pride and delight, once more, before
she died, to give out that morning to old Corkly, the butler, for
the use of her noble master; and her feet were in none of those
shp-slop things that are only fit for the bedchamber, but
decorously installed in high-heeled red morocco shoes, adorned
with knots of white riband, so affluent, that they attracted the
attention of his lordship, as she conducted him through the pic-
ture-gallery to the principal drawing-room, and he could not
refrain from complimenting her, even at the expense of a pun
in having such handsome beaux at her feet.

'

Mrs Valence stopped instantly at thewonls, and placing her
hands formally over each other, on her bosom, made him as
solemn a curtsy as the Princess Royal, at the commencement of
a minuet^ at a birthday baU of her late most gracious Majesty
Queen Charlotte. His lordship, with no less corresponding
gravity, returned a profound bow; and wh^n she had recovered
her wonted elevation, he foUowed her in silence, wondering into
what venerable palace, amidst the pageant rites and olden
homages of Fairyland, he had been so curiously translated.
When he entered the drawing-room, he was pleased with the

domestic taste in which it was evidently set for use, notwithstand-
ing the heavy golden grandeur of the furniture, but felt a little
disappointed at seeing the silver chandeliers and sconces filled
with candles

; however, he eroofl-humoiimdlv r^ooi—-i *- -" '
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The earl would have said, I hope it is not expected that I am to
keep open house; but he checked himself, and said gaily.
Fashions are somewhat changed since the golden age—thot is

the age of the guineas, Corkly. However, to-night perform your
duty as you were wont to do in my father's time; or rather, if
you please, in my grandfather's."

" I was not, my lord, in the service of Ec f J < , -., your lord-
ship s grandfather," said Corkly, with an air tl. Jd have been
called dignified in an old courtier speaking of George the Second

;

but I have been forty-three years in the service of your lord-
ship's noble family."

^

" Indeed !" said the earl playfully ; " then I must take lessons
trom you as to the etiquettes 1 am bound to observe at Chasting-
ton ;" and, in saying these words, he seated himself at the table
when one of the servants in attendance touched the spring of
a large musical German clock, which immediately began to play
one of Handel's overtures. But the machinery being somewhat
out of tune, the earl called out to them in mercy to stop that
horrid musical ogre; a. . turning round to the butler, said.
Save me this discord of Magog's accompaniment to my knife

and fork, and I will not interfere with your rites and homages
to-night."

^
" As your lordship pleases," repUed Corkly, with the reverence

of a worshipper.

The eye and fancy of the earl were thus interested and amused
on the night of his first arrival at the great mansion of his an-
cestors. There was a simplicity in the domestics which pleased
him exceedingly, and their little awkwardnesses, with the for-
maUty and ceremonial which they made use of in their attend-
ance, seemed to him at once venerable and picturesque. Corkly
told him, that although the cellar had not been replenished for
more than thirty years, it still contained several delicious vintages,
and the earl encouraged the generous old man to expatiate on the
glories of other years; but though he seemed amused by the
recital, an occasional shade came over his spirits, and he reflected,
with a sigh, on the unhonoured years he had squandered away
in London.

i

When he retnmpd fn fTi*-- -as tTTT XU " ""^-iMKim., it traa SUpCrbly lllu-
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CHAPTER XXX.

NOBIE AUTHOaSHrp.
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! f

politeness, he showed no inclination to cultivate an acquaintance;
on the contrary, he took several opportunities to inform thera
that he had come to Chastington expressly for retirement. He
also visited his domain ; and having suspended the general orders
for the cutting down of the timber, he formed from his own
observation another plan of thinning the woods, without materi-
ally aflTecting the beauty of the sylvan furniture of the park,
especially in the immediate vicinity of the mansion. His eye
had a natural perception of the picturesque; and the plan
which he thus adopted, instead of impairingthe magnificence of
the rides and walks, had the effect of rendering them more
pleasant and diversified in the views. The trees which were
felled allowed more light, as it were, to be thrown upon the
landscape, and pnospects were opened, of the extent of which no
previous conception had been formed.

It was his custom in the morning to ride round the park, and
from the different eminences to examine what distant objects

might be seen from the parts covered with wood, and then to
order the woodman to fell in such direction as would bring a
village spire, an ancient tower, or a modern mansion, into the
termination of the vista which they laid open. But it was
around the hall that this species of picturesque economy was
most judiciously managed. In the course of years, the timber
had so increased in magnitude that it inclosed the building with
a depth and darkness of umbrageous boughs, altogether incon-
sistent with the florid lightness of the architecture, the effect of
which produced a degree of gloom and solemnity in the build-
ing, strangely at variance with the fanciful style of the place.

The earl, by throwing down some of the trees which had grown
to such a height as to intercept the views, and by letting in the
light through the general masses of the surrounding woods,
produced a change truly magical ; but he spared the celebrated

chestnut which darkens the southern windows. The lamenta-
tion in the neighbourhood for the fine old trees of Chastington,

was changed into rejoicing, and all the visiters declared their

delight and satisfaction at the improvements.

But although, in this manner, the earl for some time created

not only amusement, but business tor himself, there was a same-
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recourse to other »ean, of re^,^"L
" '''•.»™'"«'-. ""d he had

work to the woodmen h! r^n^^ ?' ^"'"^ Prescribed their
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in a recondite sense, not altogether understood by the Beneralitrof the pubhe
i so that, while his taste, with respect to H?. ?„

position of others, was remarkably p„'re and The e^TChis own work might be considered as conceited in itTTJ-and deficient in that air of sincerity esseS o pXe Xt'Ho therefore longed for the assistance of a literal Mend /^correct ats ineongrnities
, but there was no su h ^i„g ^^^ „thewholc rompass of aU theadiacent parishes A,.Z,-T

thought of writing to his bookLuer inTond „ to p ocuTan:send to h,m by the coach, some one of those retdne^ rf!h^

works
,

but he had early taken an anti-aocial preiudiee ao^in.*author «„d „«,., i„ g,„^^^ ^„^ ^^^^ ^^^ endultetCof having his sequestration disturbed by the caprice of I.J!whom he consid^ed as sorely skinless fo eveXnllatZseemed to interfere with their vanitfp^ P„Kr u T^
must: he felt himself urged!Ctt vc^ht'^d o^Z2^and he cou^d not resist the force of a necessUy that wLt ™'
sistibk to him as if he had been the hero ofaGreeWG^iZ^tragedy, yearning to commit a crime

°

In this dilemma he thought of our hero, of whose prudence hehad begun to entertain a favourable opinion, and XoteThimto find some clever literary man, who would undertake to prepr

for the assistance, but that he wished to remain unknown
^

nnssion. He knew no author, nor was he in habits of inter-eou«e with any one who did; tUl recoUecting Nettle

T

reporter he resolved to apply to him, with a previrltmi!nMion, however, not to employ him in the bLess. A cori

letter, he went to the newspaper-ofiice, under the pretext ofenqmnng of Nettle if he knew of any person who would ta^echarge of a small parcel to Scotland for him
No visit was ever better timed : it was e^tactly at the wontedhour when Nettle usuaUy went to his chop-house f»dln^and Andrew, whUe speaking to him respecting theMe packet'he had to send to his gmndmother, said, '^But. ^^1°^!

With
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host coffee-honst i^ ft ^^T" !."'"' ^""^''^ «» ""o «' the

when I should biri my bawbe • " H„ ' *° "'='"«'<''

room, he feigned <rreat ZZ,' f" \^''' "!«»> entering the

panion eaAtXlr^;;fCmS 1f
'"-

house is no aboon half-a-crown Ohm ^r *' ^ """P* *'»
the looks o't-I doot the forr»'f ' f'

^""^' ^ ^'"'» "ik^

Nettle laughed and 1« ^- °T *"•" '*""'' »™."
"Don't be f§«tn"' Tn'^^C^ "'^ '^'•'^'' "^'^

""^ZdT '""'^ ^» '"^ ™:;;e':::;i*a r;;^"
-"--™

?^c:inrt:,-~S-f=^^
houses, ^3 likely to be diseoneS L2 ™°' '^^"""^W^
of a coffee-house. But heZ^MtDl ""^""^ '^'"»'»

formed as to this and hi, „.!• .
*' *' ''P'"^*''^^ unin-

town subseJenl'trhis ;„;t;
"" '° ""^^ "^' "-> "' «>«

duringVnne butt wra^"""' '" '"^ " """'^ "' ^^'^^^
only orier a pint

"

' "" "" """""^"^ ^"S^en, I will

noobJeedon-W.e.X.tJt?'"''' ''^^^''^"•'"-
Our hero was here cauirht in hi. „„„ , .

witi, unaffected sincerity, "A whS^ bottieP"'
""" '"'*""*^
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hlf

11

Nett e was exceedingly diverted, and laughed at his own joke,
especidly when Andrew said, as the wine was placed on tbo
table, This IS what I ca' a rank shame ; " but he was much less
displeased than he pretended, and cunningly added, " I'm think-
ing that this trade of translating and writing paragraphs of yours,Mr Nettle, is no an ill line, an* a body could get weel intil't,
and had a name."

" I think," replied Nettle, deb'ghted with his companion, "that
you ought to try your hand, Andrew. I'm sure any thing from
your pen must amuse the public."

" Hooly, hooly," cried Andrew; «a' in a gude time, Mr Nettle~1 hae my notions on the subjec, but we maun creep before we
gang-only there's a curiosity in the craft that I dinna weel
understand; and that is, how to correc the press, and to put in
the points, wi' the lave o' the wee perjinkities ;--that, I hae a
thought, is no an easy eoncern."

"As to the wee perjinkities, as you call them, and matters of
that sort the printers take a great part of the trouble off the
author s hands. But the plague is with the substantial matter
Andrew

;
defects in that are not so easily remedied "

"But surely they can be remedied?" exclaimed our slv sim-
pleton. ^

Nettle was mightily pleased with this sally, and said, «Andrew,when your book s ready to print, let me know, and I'll give youa lift in that way." * ^

"It's very discreet o' you to offer sae ; but is't true that there
are folk in London wha mak a leeving by sickUke wark ?"

JZ^f^
«ried Nettle. "How do you suppose the speeches

ofmembers ofparliament are got up for publication-the voyagesand travels of country gentlemen-novels of ladies of fashion-
or any of the other et cetera by which iUiterate opulence seeks to
obtain literary renown?"

"Weel, this London is a wonderful place," repUed Andrew"and are there really folk that do thae kind o' jobs for siUer
?"

'

ro be sure there are; and they make a snug thing of it."
"Noo, Mr Nettle, that's what I canna comprehend. Haethey shops or offices ?-WhaT do they bide?-And how are
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they^kent ?-They hae nae signs up ?-What's their denomina-

LTXe^r"^^"^-' ™- '^ -^^- thousa'/rrea?^

Netde'tri """^',T
^""'^ '^ ^^^-«- Wha'r is't r' '

"

the cloth was not removed
' '" ' ^""P'^' ^^^°"^^

Andrew's supposed rustic simplicity
' ^ ^ "

par^fo'TfL""" ""^"''f
'''"" ^"^^ «"'« h"^ edited and pre-

heM Nettle't'oHT VL'""'
'"^ «f estimation they we«

they were perhaps n\VaTlV„nhaT,vrlf^e^Sh't"companion assprtpH Tk:„ u .
'oree oi merit which his

pushing thewine-decanterpS rre^,' "^ ^""^"fy'
" I'm no for ony mair."

He rose to go away, saying,

" Sit do™," cried Nettle, •' and finish the wine The r^^here is excellent." ^ "^ P""^

As"IreWettb 'rfiTtr'^'
''''. ''^*"^' *° ''* «" f™ taver't?

rilbefo^ifTd^iLonvtjr'^N"""' "" "''"^ '^'^y-
my ways. Ye'U pay the ^Ll:! ZT^r' ''' "^ «""«

shillings, I'll no g'ruL .hltrjCl- "'"•"" ""^ "^
beenveracurious

and-agreeab.e-;e;a;;;i7un::S?Sur
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But gude-nigiit;" and in saying this, Andrew hurried from the
house.

His first course was to the shop of Mole's principal pubUsher,
where he enquired for one of the books ; and upon seeing it, he
looked into several passages as if he had been examining them
critically, and said, " I dinna think, now, that this is a very
weel-written work."

The bookseller was a little surprised at the remark ; but as
booksellers are accustomed to see wise and learned characters in
very queer and odd shapes, he gave Andrew credit for some
critical acumen, while he controverted his opinion, maintaining
the merits of the style and composition as both of the first class.
Andrew, however, stuck to his point, and finally declined to
purchase the work ; satisfied, however, that the publisher had
a high opinion of its literary merits. On leaving that shop he
went to another, and another, until he found the opinion of
Nettle fully verified. He then proceeded to the chambers of
Mole, whom he found at home, and whom he thus addressed
although they had no previous acquaintance :—" Mr Mole, I hae
a bit turn o' wark that wouldna be the war o' your helping
hand."

This abruptness startled the engineer of literature ; but as
he had seen the unlicked figure ofAndrew at some of the fashion-
able houses, where he occasionally helped to make sensible

speeches for the gentlemen, he divined, in some degree, the
object of his visit, and civilly requested him to be seated, saying,
" Pray, may I ask the nature of the business ?"

" It's a kind o' a book that I hae a thought anent ; but no
being just as I could wish, in some respects, so particular in the

grammatical, I think that, before putting it out to the world, it

wouldna be the waur o' being coll'd and kaim't by an experienced

ban' like yours."

" Have you the manuscript with you ?" enquired Mole, en-
deavouring to look as serious as possible.

" No, sir ; I wantit first to ken if you would undertake the

work."

" That will, in some degree, depend on the nature of the sul

jeet Slid the aiuuuut VI the rciiiUiiCration,^' replied Mole. " Do
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you mean simply that I should revise the manuscript, or re-Tmte
the work entirely ?"

"
^;^l^^

that ye're no to hain your ability in the business;
but what I want to ken is the cost-supposing now the vera ut-
most, and that ye were to write it aU over again, what would
you expect ?"

^

" You will not grudge to pay me at the rate of ten guineas a
pica sheet octavo ?" ^

" I'm no versed in your trade ; but let me see a book that youworn mak your eUwand, and I'll maybe can then make a guess
at the estimate." An octavo volume, printed on pica type? was
produced, and the extent of a sheet explained to him. " Dearme he cried " but this, sir, is a dreadfu' price-ten guineas
for doing the hke o' that!-Na, na, sir, I couldna thinkTmair
than five pounds

; and, if ye gie satisfaction, PU try to make it
guineas.

In the end, however, a bargain was made, by which it was
agreed that the manuscript was to be submitted to the architect:
and if entire re-edification was found requisite, the remuneration
was to be at the rate of seven pounds ten shDlings. Mole pleaded
earnestly for guineas; but Andrew declared he could by no
possibility afford a farthing more. The same evening he wrote
to Lord Sandyford, that he had found a friend with some expe-
rience m the book-making line; and that, if his lordship would
send up his manuscript, perhaps he could get him to undertake
tne job

;
but that he was a particular man, and very high in his

price, which was commonly at the rate of ten guineas the sheet
ot pica demy octavo. Nevertheless, he assured his lordship hewould try and get it done on as moderate terms as possible.
The earl knew as little of pica demy as Andrew himself, nor

did he care. The manuscript was sent by a special messenger
to our hero who lost no time in taking it to Mole, by whom itwas cursonly glanced over in his presence.
Mole was struck with the composition, and the general elegance

of taste and imagination that scintiUated in many passages ; and

you It'
""'^^ ^ '^""^ """"^ ^"^ inquisitive look, « Is tWs
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" It's what I spoke to you anent. I'm thinking it's no sae bad
as ye expeetit."

« Bad !" exclaimed Mole ;
" it is fuU of the finest conceptions

of a masterly genius. This is inspiration—I am utterly
astonished."

" It's a great pleasure to me, sir," said Andrew, dryly, « that
ye're so weel satisfied wi't. I trust it will make you abate some-
thing in the price."

"We have made an agreement, and the terms must be fulfilled.
I cannot say that the work will require to be entirely re-written!
The material is precious, and wrought beautifuUy in many pass-
ages

;
but it may, nevertheless, require to be recast."

" Then," said Andrew, " since ye like it so well. Til pay the
seven pounds ten per sheet, pica demy octavo, but no a single
farthing mair, mind that ; for if you baud me to the straights o'
the bargain, I'll just be as severe upon you. So a' that I hae to
say for the present is the old byword, ' that they that do their
turn in time, sit half idle—ye'll make what speed ye dow.'

"

The admiration of Mole was rather increased than diminished
when, after the departure of our hero, he read the manuscript
more leisurely. He deemed it utterly impossible that a being so
uncouth could have written such a work ; but he had been told,
when he first observed his odd figure in society, that he was a
creature of infinite whim and fancy ; and the manuscript was still
more calfculated than this account to set all theories of physiog-
nomy at defiance.

As for Andrew himself, he exulted in the bargain, and at his
own address in suppressing, in the fir^ instance, the rate at
which he had agreed the revision should be made. But the
effect intended by informing the earl that the price was to be
seven pounds ten shillings per sheet, instead of ten guineas,
failed entirely in one respect ; for his lordship was no furthe^
satisfied with the bargain, than as anothet oroof of the simpli-
city and integrity of his agent, at least it so appeared in the
sequel; for when the manuscript was recast and sent back to
Chastington Hall, he remitted a hundred pounds for Mole, which
was nearly double the sum stipulated. Andrew, in taking the
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money to him, said, •' ye'l! find, sir, ftat Fm no ™«r than mjwort; there's a hundred pound note, and as for the balancJyeU just keep it to buj a snuff-box or ony other playoclSmay please you better."

P'ayocK tnat

This libemBty was, to the amazed reviser, still more extraor-dmary, after the higgling he had suffered, than even the tatX-taal ments
<^ the pamphlet ,• and in aU eompanies aL*.he spolce of Andrew as an incomprehensible prodigy ofg7^

CHAPTER XXXI.

A SECRET EXPEDITION.

h, the mean time, the situation of Lady SandyfoM at Elder-bower with the dowager, was far from yielding Ly consolZn
to her mortified spirit, for although the conduft ofTe old M?was truly exemplary, there was yet a sadness in her kindnessthat penetrated the heart of the eountess with anguish tImother-lad, was eomtantly picturing to her own ima^nationae regular and gradual ruin of her only and darling fon-hewho had been the pride of her maternal heart, the joy of herwidowhood, and the glory of her expectations. No comnWrnscaped her, but numberless little accidental expressions beLedthe secret perturbation of her spirit; and more than once sheearnestly urged the young countess to allow her to write to the

earl, and to invite him to Elderbower.
The first time that the dowager clearly expressed this wish,was one day after dinner. The weather out of doors wis mwand gloomy-an unusual depression had all the morning weighedupon the spirits of both the ladies, and the eountess begTto

istrust the power with which she supposed herself capSle ofadopting a new frame and course of life, that would one day«tort the admiration of her lord, and revive that affection whichshe had lost, not forfeited. The old lady eagerly urged her suit;
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affirming, that it was impossible her son could have fallen so

entirely from the original magnanimity of his nature, as to slight

an endeavour to recover his esteem, which had all the energy of

contrition, with the grandeur of virtue. "Believe me. Lady

Sandyford," exclaimed the partial mother, "that if he knew the

depth of your sorry at the misfortune that has come upon you

both, there is nothing within the reach of liis power and ability,

that he would not exert to console you."

The countess burst into tears, and replied, "Alas! my dear

mother, in what is this to end? I am conscious of my inno-

cence. I know that I have never swerved from the purity of a

wife; but I have failed to retain the aflFections of my husband;

because, in the lightness of youth, and the intoxication of vanity,

I was more gratified with the loquacious admiration of those

whom I in reality despised than with the quiet and placid tenor

of his affection. My eyes are opened to my error—they have

been opened by the consequences—vexation for my disregard

may have irritated him into many of those follies that both your

ladyship and I deplore, and may have to mourn all the remaind c

of our lives. But what I now most immediately suffer, is the

grief of knowing, that while I am here you have the monitor of

your affliction constantly before you; and, alas! I cannot go

away without giving some warranting to the evil report of the

world."

"But why will you not allow me to tell George the state of

your feelings, and leave it to himself to determine whether he

will come to Elderbower or not?"

The dowager, in saying this, took the countess gently by the

hand, adding, "Indeed, my dear Augusta, you are wrong in

this—you are sacrificing yourself—you are distressing me; and

I fear you may have cause to rue the effect on George."

Lady Sandyford dried her eyes, and said, "Ah, I fear your

ladyship thinks of him as if he was still a boy ! You are little

aware of the latent strength of his character; nor was I, till re-

flecting on many things since I came to this house. Whatever

his faults or his errors may be, meanness is not one of them.

Nothing would be so easy as to bring him here, out of compas-
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The ™"rl'vlr"r'o?',
'" ""J"' »'""P-^n .0 the man I We

;Thi,, Augusta, if"r^t^^^XXtr'^' "? "'''•

drop the subject. But I will writ!, n "" J"""- ^^' *"

ing you are tith m^I „m' e„ „ ,0 intoT '

"'"' """"" "'^-

tliey may have affected him ^ ,?l
*° '"•"••"stances, as

produceLan evS fw;"Sh Jam 1T' "T""" '«" *-'
form any proper opinion " ^ """"^ '' P™«»« ">

cart.Sr;„X"lt:~:7Mho dowager wrote to the

her letter, thfeoursswnt.oZ"''"^™*''^'^'''''*
was notably employerirdi trihnr""T ?"""' "^'"'^ ^'»''~«

the trunks tKx which ^f'^ ^f'
'"^^'^ ""^'"^^ &«»

orphan was standinron ,t fl!f ^"^'l? ^^
*^ ™°"'^' »f ">«

times, before she e"cM alv a!, ^
'"'* ^'"""'' ""> »• *•««

wonder about whaU 'l^cot^^ !°7f
='• -Pr-cd her

successfuli-the eyes of the cl^ ' ^^ '"•""''•' ^h" was
package; and hermW btomZ 11'"" 'iT"' '""""" '"«

Of her own th^gbts, her cSu?trtt"" '"^ •>-'»

that'bj^t'd^r::- n^i'rxc''^;
-- ^---o --•-«

-f»t. The contents ca:no7b:':l" ^
^'7'/" *e poor

ouch as to help the orphan at some fi?h. '..
"^ """^ ''«

relations." ™ """" ''"y *» discover her

"I dare say they will," repUed Flounce • "anH T i,reasons for thinking she will beTIh J T '""'«"'y<>wn

great people in foreign rarls Dnl » 'T "'""'' »'' ^''y

What delightfu, ear-fingst-re .^TertoStS-?
''*«'

-o-tLratirrri^rrtrf^^^^^^^

be invited to taico a par „ U," h ,
""'J?'"""'^">"gh' then

proved, in the strenu^s hid of Zr- '^^^ P""'-. ""-ver,
3.

""""^ ""^ '''•"•nee, abundantly effective

(
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—the lid of the box was wrenched open, and the contents

exposed to view.

The first sight presented nothing remarkable. It consisted

of different articles of female finery, neither of a very high, nor,

as Flounce truly observed, of a very prime and fashionable

quality; but, on exploring the mine, a small casket was found;

it was seized by her ladyship, and opened in haste, while Flounce

stood the figure of wonder by her side. The contents, however,

were not of any partic\ilar value; but among them was the

miniature of a gentleman, which the countess recognized as that

of Mr Ferrers. A letter was also found from Ferrers, written

in such imperfect Italian as men of fashion are in the practice

of addressing to the virgin train of the opera and ballet. It was

not, however, either of a very amorous or amiable kind, for it

seemed to be the dismissal from his protection of the unfortunate

mother.

The first movement which the perusal produced in the spirit

of the countess, was not of the most philanthropic kind ; as for

Flounce, she loudly and vehemently protested against all the

male "sect," as she called them, for a pack of infidel wretches.

After various disquisitions on this discovery, it was agreed

that, under existing circumstances, it would be as well, for the

present, to say nothing in the house about it ; but that Flounce

should return to the Rose and Crown, and explain to the land-

lady, in confidence, the relationship of the child, and urge her

to take the necessary means to acquaint the father of Monitnia's

situation.

This was a charming mission, and Exactly suited to the genius

of Flounce, who accordingly went off next day by the London

coach, which passed the gate of Elderbower ; and that the ser-

vants might not be wondering and guessing as to the objects of

her journey, she prudently deemed it expedient to inform them

that she was going to town to bring some additions to her lady's

wardrobe.

The landlady of the Rose and Crown received her with great

cordiality ; but when, after many solemn injunctions. Flounce

disclosed the object of her visit, Mrs Vintage coolly soid, she

WOUia nciliiur iiiuiku.nur iiiCuurc m in;; iaaiicij iui it >TJo
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diitely. Flounce WMt^roTi?. .'*""' '" ^ «•'«' ™me.

what in a hu% humour, 1^^^!!^ '"."'* *™"'"«' «»«-
hold at Elderbower, wl,;*^'^ V^ ""T"'" "f"" «« hou-e-
the distance, d«coveJ .hauhe .^ M f'^"'^'

"^ cleulating
I«ndon. ™' "'° '='™1<' "»« possibly have been at

of John LunchUC^Sri „ i^™ .""' "''•"•''''™

infonnedhin,, that having Xo«~.r """ "'"'"' ""'
she wa3 obliged to return

*w 1 '"'"«"""« ™ry particular,

in her appearance rhlTSohn1ir„:truo\'^r'^r '""^
>ndee<l, much like herself- «r.A u ? ''"'• "^ ''e did not,

oceordingiytohisflrL^tstlta.f'l'r''' "" ''-
had no tendency to exalt thlvTJ • *f'

""° "''^'" "f^hich
maid.

^ ^' '''^ "P'^on either of mistress or of
The whole aflair. hoTrpv«> n.:_i.. t

plausible excuse b^ndS TnL T™ ^"^ "«' »<' «
town

, but the wonder Zcontw!lr"'' J"»"°«o "ffain to

equally unaccountable reunion ™h'VT'"'°^ "^ '"'*er
evening.

eitcursion which she made the same
In a laudatory account to her Inrfi, «f tk • ,

summoned the nurse and Monimkt" i* jf
""'-''<'' 'h^ had

she deplored the meanness ontT^tl! t" """ ^-•''™-
dressed in old troUopine ttdn^^^t^f^""^ "«' '* "«
Peony's brat, addingrtL hfC ^

"'''""^ '" «"
Elderton the most btitfl" r S."

""P-'-'- i"

purchase a supply for the mnrjli-..?'
*^™ing her lady to

alU^ough it w" 'no X^^^;^ f ''«!-™'"-Oust in charts

this, and gave the requisiConey
'""^'^' ""^^""^ '»

her work was done, especially "ft™ ah,
•""''' ™'" "'' «"

»y species of adventure, or of mysTrv wTT°"^ "'*
hou. afte her return, she conST; 1'^? t^l

"•"» .'™
.u^nase t.e article, she wanted. These^he dir:c^S Wf
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for Mrs Peony ; to whom sho ulso wrote on the subject in the

shop where sho had bought them, and carried the parcel in her

own hands to the London coach-office at the Nag's Head, and

saw them booked with her own eyes, all in the most commend-

able spirit of faithful agency.

The purchase of fine baby-clothes in a small market-town,

especially by a lady's maid, is an event of some consequence;

and the expedition of Flounce caused a good deal of conversa-

tion; insomuch, that the landlady at the Nag's Head, where

John Luncheon and the coachman were in the practice of nightly

taking their pipe and potation, heard of it next day ; and men-

tioning the subject to her husband, he recollected the circum-

stance of Flounce bringing a parcel for the coach, and being

very particular in seeing it booked. By this means the affair

reached the ears of John Luncheon, who, having no remarkable

esteem for Flounce, whom he described as a pert London hussey,

surmised something not much to the credit of her virgin purity,

and communicated his suspicions to Betty Blabbingwell, one

of the maids, who rehearsed it, with some circumstantial and

descriptive details additional, to Mrs Polisher, the housekeeper.

Mrs Polisher, however, was not convinced of the truth of the

report, but went herself to the shop where the purchase was

made, where she not only ascertained the whole circumstances

of the fact, but also that the articles purchased were of the very

finest description, altogether unlikely, indeed, for any chamber-

maid's accidental progeny. But Mrs Polisher was a prudent

woman, and she said nothing. She, however, made her own
reflections, and drew an inference that riveted her antipathy

against the countess—an antipathy which had its origin in the

great affection which she bore her young master from the first

hour that she dandled him in her arms when a baby. But she

did not disclose her suspicions to the dowager, being determined

to find out the whole affair before unnecessarily occasioning a

rupture, which she anticipated would soon be complete and

final.

In this manner the seeds of distrust were carried into that

asylum, where Lady Sandyford had hoped to prepare herself for

*Fi^'
,;fK iviivTTVvi tx\i7«iiiiig^' iix viixj CyvS 01 fiC? xOiwirm^Txr/^^ o/lvroTt fn A«<^ in ^p'
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'•™'<«"™ wl>i„h she h«l b„.

influenced her, Zt'^TJJ '7 '^''"" "•" *""""» ""«''
across her mind tin. ,h
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CHAPTER XXXII.

A MYSTEnr.

pAT::i:::c:^«:^o'p„hrr^' -""-^ -^ «.«
pcourrenee of a disa^reeS; nciCOn7" '^'"^^ "^ '"«

'!>« fl.e county newspaper, he happened f^ T"""^' ™ '««'•
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Crown, and nothing particular occurred that night. Next

morning, before the sale, he wall
'

' in the park of Castle

Rooksborough ; and although the air wus clear and bracing, and

the spring sat in every bower, crowned with her gayest gar-

lands, there was something in the scene and circumstances

yrhich did not altogether tend to exhilarate his spirits. The
estate was dilapidated by a spendthrift possessor, and ordered to

be sold, with all the moveables, by his creditors. It had been

for ages in the possession of the prodigal's ancestors; and a gen-

eral murmur prevailed throughout the county against the un-

happy man's indiscretions. The reflections which these things

produced sank into the heari; of Lord Sandyford, and placed his

own conduct in a mortifying light before him.

As he was straying over the grounds, he fell in with a young

country girl carrying a child. The brilliant dark Italian eyes

of the infant attracted his attention; and the style in which

it was dressed, so much above the appearance of the nurse, in-

duced him to stop and speak to her. The beauty of the infant

won upoi his atfections, and his curiosity was excited to learn

how a child, apparently better born, came to be entrusted to so

young, and seemingly so improper a nurse. The girl, however,

could give him no satisfaction. All that she knew respecting

it was, that she had bten hired by the landlady of the Rose and

Crown to take care of It while it remained with Mrs Peony,

who was employed by a gran^ lady to suckle it.

There appeared to the earl some mystery in this ; and when
he had purchased the lot of china, whiqh he ordered to be sent

to Chastington Hall, he returned to the inn to hold some con-

versation with the landlady oil the subject of Moniraia, for the

child was that orphan.

Mrs Vintage of the Rose and Cro\'vn did not prove quite

so communicative as he expected. She only civilly answered

his questions, and said no more than what a direct response

required.

" Do you know the parents of the child
!

" said his lordship.

"They must be persons of some condition, I should think, by the

dress of the infant."

* As to that I cacqot say ; I have never seen either of them
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of Chostington, his very soul was boiling with indignation ogalnst

the insolence, as ho now doemod it, of the niossago which Sir

Charles Runnington had brought from the muniuis. But sud-

denly, in the Tuiy of his passion, the remembrance of the part he
had himself performed as a husband, came like a blast from the

frozen ocean, and chilled his blood.

Tho temper of his feelings changed. The countess, in the

youth and bloom of her bridal charms, rose in the frcsUncss of

his early fondness, and moved him to sorrow and remorse. All

other feelings were absorbed in contrition, and he wept with the

profuse tears of himenting childhood.

In an instant, however, the paroxysm touk ..pother turn, and
he reflected on the sincerity with which he had loved, and how
coldly his ardour had been met ; how negligently his tastes and
his predilections were regarded ; and giving way again to the

impulse of these reflections, he accused the countess as the most
insensible of women—the most artful, perfidious, and base—and,

starting from his seat, rushed across the room, with desperation

in his looks, and his hands fiercely clenched and upraised. In

that moment the door opened, and his mother entered.

His surprise was inexpressible at her appearance, and still

more, when, in pressing him to her bosom, and weeping on his

neck, she said, "Alas! my unhappy boy, I did not expect to find

you in this CGn'illion."

The venerable matron, unable to repress her maternal feel-

ings, when, by accident, she heard that he Ind retired from

London to Chastington Hall, determined to visit him. Nor did

the countess oppose this natural solicitude.

When the first reciprocity of afl'ection was over, the dowager

took a seat beside her son, and calmly remonstrated agiinst the

seclusion in which he had too suddenly shut himpelf up ; express-

ing her hope that the breach between him and his wife was not

irreparable.

"What!" he exclaimed, "can you think me able to submit to

the degradation of respecting a flagrant adulteress ? I have such

proof. I have seen with my own eyes the living evidence of her

guilt. Oh, let us speak of her no more, let her perish in the

UTinronlajrnwl infnnriv in yxrhu^h slip Vin« anntf"
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his mother as if he had never given her any reason to deplore

his folly, nor had any to do so himself. But determined in his

own mind to sift the matter thoroughly, since it was possible

there might be some mistake, he wrote the same evening to Mr
Vellum, requesting Wylie to be sent to assist him in the arrange-

ment of some domestic concerns. He said nothing of the busi-

ness for which he wished this assistance; but allowed the soli-

citor to imagine that it might be with reference to the papers

and suggestions, which the earl, a few posts before, had received

relative to the state of his income and debts.

The situation of the dowager was most embarrassing. When

she parted from the countess, she had promised to return on the

third day, or to write. But with the disagreeable news she had

received, neither 90uld properly be done. At the same time,

however, such had been the favorrable light in which her

daughter-in-lfw appeared, from the moment of her arrival at

Elderbower, that she would not allow herself to entertain any

thought derogatorj-^ from her honour. She expected that the

earl would have set out the next day to Castle Rooksborough

again, to examine the mystery there more leisurely; but he

evinced no disposition to do so. He merely said, after break-

fast, that he had written to London for a young gentleman,

whom he thought might be useful in helping him to investigate

the mystery of the child of the Rose and Crown; "For," said

he gaily, "until we discover its parentage, we can assign it no

better sire and dam."

But if the arrival of his mother disturbed the monotony of

the earl's retirement, it was an event of delightful importance

to the domestics at Chastington Hall. Mrs Valence exiUted in

the opportunity which it aflForded to her of displaying, before so

thorough a judge as her ladyship, with what care, and in whai

perfect beauty she had i)reserved every article which had been

committed to her charge; nor was there a servant in the house

who had not some \oucher to produce of fideUty and vigilance.

All received their due meed of dignitied commendation, and all

of them rejoiced in the greatness of that reward.

Her arrival was also productive of other cheerful conse-

quences to the household. The shyness with which the earl
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I

should revert to the state nrd situation of the young countess,

who, in the mean time, was left as dull as any lady of fashion

could well be, that had actually happened to suffer the enamel

of her reputation to be damaged.

CHAPTER XXXIII.

A DiaCOVEKY.

When the countess heard that the earl had, suddenly after her

departure from London, also quitted the town and retired to

Chastington Hall, her mind was seized with an unaccountable

anxiety and apprehension. She ascribed the cause at first,

naturally enough, to his wish to avoid their mutual friends until

the separation had blown over ; but when her father wrote that

their house had been taken possession of by Mr Vellum, and that

the establishment was broken up, she felt that a change indeed

had taken place, as much beyond her control as it was above her

comprehension. That Lord Sandyford should disentangle him-

self at once, and as it were by force, from all his town connexions,

seemed to her a prodigy of which she could form no just estimate.

She sometimes thought it was but the temporary resolution of a

fit of spleen ; but she remembered, with a feeling to which she

could assign no name, that he had often manifested a decision

and firmness that belied that carelessness which she had consi-

dered as the strongest peculiarity of his character. The event

interested her curiosity as well as affected her sensibility ; and

she was glad when the dowager proposed to visit him at Chas-

tington.

Nothing, however, could exceed her chagrin, when, instead of

the return of the old lady on the third day, according to her

promise, she received a note, simply stating that it was the

dowager's intention to remain some time at the hall, and without

containing a single word on any other subject. This was even

still more mysterious than the sudden alteration in the conduct
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and looked for some time at a number of swallows, which, as if

informed that the house would be long untenanted, had that

morning begun to build their nests in several of the window

comers.

As she was indulging the train of reflections which this little

incident awakened, she saw a gentleman pass hurriedly across

the lawn, and enter a small gate in the garden-wall, which she

had not before noticed. His figure was familiar to her; but the

rapidity of his pace, and the intervention of the boughs of the

shrubbery prevented her from seeing him distinctly.

There was something in his air and haste which startled her;

and a sentiment more deserving the name of interest than curi-

osity, led her to follow him to the gate which he had left open.

On looking in, she was surprised at the beauty of the garden,

but her eye speedily searched around for the stranger;—he was,

however, nowhere to be seen.

As she was standing with the door in her hand, she observed

a pufiP of smoke rise from behind the comer of a conservatory;

and immediately after, the stranger rush from the same place,

with a pistol in his hand. His appearance left her in no doubt

that he meditated a desperate deed against himself; and prompted

by the irresisfble impulse of the moment, she darted forward

and siiatched the weapon from his hand. In the same instant

she recognised in him Mr Ferrers, the unfortunate owner of the

castle. He also knew her, and exclaimed, "Gracious Heaven!

—Lady Sandyford here!"

A brief conversation followed. He declared himself utterly

ruined—all his friends had deserted htm, and he had none left

but death—no home but the grave. Her ladyship was exces-

sively shocked; she trembled from head to foot; and still holding

the pistol, implored him to desist from his dreadful intent.

"Alas, madam! " cried the frantic man, "you may as well tell

him who is expiring of a fever, not to die. Despair is my dis-

ease; and I am as much its victim as the lazar that perishes of

malady in an hospital. I have stooped to beggary—I have

scarcely refrained from crime; but all has been of no avail. A
curse is upon me, and misery in my blood. It is inhuman, lady,

to break thus upon the secret horrors of a dying wretch. Leave
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when her ladyship arrived, and she asked, I am told, very
earnestly to see me."

While they were speaking, the nurse, with Flounce and
Monimia, were seen coming quickly towards the inn. Flounce
had recognized the carriage and livery from a distance, and was
hastening to ascertain the cause of so unexpected a phenomenon,
when she saw it drive suddenly away.

The spirits of the countess were exhausted by the painful trial

to which her feelings had been subjected ; a presentiment of mis-
fortune oppressed her heart ; and during the greatest part of the

journey back to Elderbower, she seldom exchanged words with
Flounce. They wer'^ indeed half way before any thing occurred
to move her from the melancholy abstraction into which she
had fallen. It happened, however, that on reaching the cross-

roads, where the branch iliat led past Chastington diverges,

they met the London coach, on the outside of which, covered
with dust, sat our hero, on his way to the hall.

"As I live," exclaimed Flounce, " if there be not that Dutch
nut-cracker, the Scotch creature, flying away on the top of the

coach. Where can he be going to wink and twinkle, and snap
his fingers, till he makes the sides ache again ?"

" I wish," said the countess, " I had stopped him ;" and she
added, with a sigh, "Can he be on his way to Chastington?"
She then relapsed into her melancholy reflections, thinking it

probable the earl was entertaining company, and had invited

Andrew to amuse them. " In what," thought she to herself;

" is this singular solitariness of mine to end ? Can it be pos-

sible that some one has poisoned the ear of Sandyford, and that

he has converted his mother to believe the suspicion? That
vile paragraph he seemed to think true. Has the author of

the malignant invention had access to him? Can Sandyford
condemn me without a hearing, without proof, without inves-

tigation? No matter, I will droop my head in secret; and
whatever may have been my faults hitherto—for all that heart-

lessness with which I have been so often taunted, perhaps justly

—I may yet die of a broken hertrt. I feel that I can."

While these painful reflexions were vibrating in her mind, the

carriage arrived at Elderbower. On alighting, she walked
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alphabet, the outlines of the page ; she knew the
hand-writing, and the sense floated ^efore her ; but when she
laid the paper on the table the whole was forgotten, and she
remained for some time ruminating and abstracted, till a flood
of tears came to her relief.

When the emotion of weeping had subsided, her eye acciden-
taUy fell on her father's letter, and she immediately took it up,
and read it again. The coldness of the language smote her
heart, and she felt as if the barb of an icy arrow had penetrated
her bosom, on reading the expression, "Abandoned by the
dowager,"

She rung the bell with an eager hand, and ordered the car-
riage to be instantly ready for the Abbey. She drove thither in
a state little short of distraction ; but, on arriving at the gate,
was informed thU the marquis had three hours before set off
for London. She had still his letter in her hand, and her first

thought was to proceed immediately to Chastington; but, chan-
ging her determination, she unfortunately went on through the
park to the Abbey, where she alighted, and requested that one
of the servants might immediately prepare to go to the hall for
her, on business of the utmost consequence. Having given
these orders, she wrote a note to the dowager, inclosing the
marquis's letter, and simply requesting an explanation of its

contents.

The groom was in readiness with his horse at the door, almost
as soon as this brief note was sealed, and he instantly set off.

He reached the hall while the dowager was dressing for dinner,
after her return from the excursion Vith tW doctor, and the
note was delivered to her in her own room. She read it hastily,

and also that of the marquis, and immediately folding them up
in the agitation of the moment, and with a trembling hand, she
wrote two lines, simply saying, that the occasion of Lady
Sandyford's visit to Castle Rooksborcugh, and her clandestine
inter;iew with Mr Ferrers in the garden there, would suflS-

ciently explain the reason of her abandonment.
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CHAPTER XXXIV.

OUTIIDE TRAVELLUfO.
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an equal de Tee utfected him before. He wondered what could
be the mati r with himself, Cfii<si(!cring how Intimately ac-
quainted he was with the enr!. h\ n word, he felt as abashed
and out of

.
orts, as a young nobloman does in going to court for

the first time, although nssured of a gracious reception, both
from his personal knowledge of the monar* h, and acquaintance
with the principal attendants.

When he reached the portal, the gate wn. open, and the pr rter
was absent, so that he entered in quest of a door to knock at, or a
bell to ring

; but before he had advanced many paces, the porter
came to him (an old corpulent, and somewhat t«isty as well as
proud, personage) and gruffly enquired what he wantefl.

" I am come frae London," replie<l Andrew, still under the
repressive influence of the genius of th^t magnificent mansion,
" on business wi* my lord."

Peter Baton, the porter, surveyed him from head to foot, and
thought there was not much of the arrr rf^uce of a gentleman in
his look or garb ; and his face had the tinge of a rustic exposure
to the weather—the effect of his outside travelling.

^
"My lord is out, young man, a-ridin%, and it will be some

time before he returns
;
you may therefore step into the servants'

hall and rest yourself. There is plenty of good ale for all stran-
gers."

This was said in a more civil tone by Caton, in consequence
of the humility of Andrew's appearance.

Our hero, however, did not accept of the hospitable recom-
mendation, but replied, " I'm vera much obliged to you ; but I'll

just dauner about in the policy till the earl comes in, as my con-
cern's wi' himsel'."

At this crisis, however, his lordship rode v to the court, and
instantly recognized him with all his usual jocularity, which
sent honest Peter Baton to his post grumbling, wondering who
the devil that queer chap could be, and concluding in his own
mind that he must be some apprentice to one of the Jew money-
lenders, for whom the woods were so rapidly thinning.

The moment that Andrew was in the presence of the master,
his habitual ease returned ; and, in going into the library with
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Cri wereof thy accomplishments. Sidney o

million compared to tlieo."

Andrew assumeil an extremely well-feigned seriousness, an<l

replied, " I ken your lordship's joking way ; but whomever may
hap{)eu, I trust and hope I'll ne'er be ony sic thing. Poeticals,

my lord, are like heather flourishes—a profitless bloom—bred in

the barren misery o' rocks and moorlan's. Na, na, my lord, Fm
like the piper's cow, gie me a pickle pea-strae, and sell your

wind for siller. That's the precept I preach j
and i wadna,

ray lord, after my journey, be the waur o' a bit fodder just noo."

Lord Sandyford was not altogether deceived by this whimsical

speech ; but he rang the bell, and ordered in some refreshment.

"My mother," said he, "is with me at present, and we must

wait dinner for her. By the way, as she's one of the old school,

you must be a little on your p and q's."

"Unless," replied Andrew, "she's greatly out o' the common,

I dare say I'll be able to put up wi' her."

" That I don't doubt ; but perhaps she may not be disposed to

put up with you. Ladies of a certain age, you know, will have

their own way."

" Ay, my lord, leddies o' a' ages would fain hae their ain way,

an' we would let them. Howsever, I dare say, the auld counte&s

is nae sic a camstrarie commoditie as may be ye think. If I ance

get her to laugh wi' me, I'll maybe gar her do mair—for the

young leddy, that was aye as mim as a May puddock to a' the

lave o' mankind, made me, ye ken, just a pet."

The earl's countenance changed ; 'and rising from the sofa,

into which he had carelessly thrown himself, walked several

times in silence across the room. Our hero observed his emotion,

and sensible of having gone too far to retreat, added, "Gratitude,

my lord, has tied up my fortune wi' your favour, and you maun
allow me to speak o' her leddyship as I feel. She's a woman o'

a powerfu' capacity, but heeds cooking."

His lordship stopped, and, knitting his brows, looked sternly

on Andrew.
" I'm no gi'en to gambling, my lord ; but I would," cried pur

hero, "wager •?, boddle to a bawbee, that, although your lordbhip's

aye in the right, my leddy's no far wrang." I
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Stranger in the room, immediately retired, followed by the earl.
The moment they were gone, and the door shut, our hero sidled
up to the little prim physician, and without preface, said at once
to him, " Noo, sir, what hae ye got by this gowk's errand ?"
Dr Trefoil started aghast, and bending forward, looked as if

be examined some reptile of which he was afraid. He then
resumed his wonted erect and precise air, saying, " May I pre-
sume to ask whom I have the honour to address, and to what
you allude?"

Andrew, whose quick insight of character was instinctive,
saw the self-sufficiency of the doctor, and determined to take
the upper hand of him, replied, " Ye're speaking to Andrew
Wylie, sir. I dinna think there's mickle honour in't ; and what
I was asking aneijit, is the affair of my lord and my leddy, that
ye hae been thrashing the water and raising bells about."

" I do not understand you, sir," said the doctor, somewhat
confounded. " But if you mean what has been the result of
my journey with the countess-dowager to Castle Rooksborough,
I regret to say that it has been attended with most unhappy
effects. Her ladyship and I happened to stroll into the garden,
where we discovered the unfortunate Lady Augusta Spangle—
for she can no longer now be called the Countess of Sandv-
ford"

^

" Hoot, toot, toot, doctor ; no sae fast, no sae fast," inter-
rupted Andrew. '' What did ye see ?

"

" We saw her and Mr Ferrers in a most unpleasant situation."
" Noo, Dr Trefoil," replied Andrew^ " but that I ken ye're

mista'en, 1 could wager, as sure as ony thing, that there's a wee
spicerie of I'll no say what in this. O doctor! it would hae
been mair to the purpose, had ye been kirning drogs with the
pistle and mortar in your ain shop, than gallanting frae Dan
to Beersheba with an auld prickmaleerie dowager, to pick holes
in the coats o' your neighbours."

" Sir, your language and insinuations are insulting," cried the
doctor, reddening into valour.

" Dr Trefoil, I'll tell you something that ye'll maybe no be ill

pleased to learn. I'm no a game-cock. The deadliest weapon
that I ever handle is a doctor's bottle ; so that your whuffino-
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CHAPTER XXXV

CONVERSATION.

Andrew and the doctor, on reaching the dining-room, found

the earl and his mother already there. The dowager was some-

what surprised at the uncouth appearance of Andrew: and his

lordship was evidently amused at the look with which she

inspected him. At first, and for some time, the conversation

was vague and general ; but the earl saw that Andrew was

studiouslv cultivating the good graces of the old lady, and that,

although every now and then she looked at him stately and

askance, occasionally both his manners and language deranged

the settled seriousness of her features int/> a smile.

When the dessert was placed on the table, and the servants

had retired, our hero opened his batter \ by saying to the earl,

"What do you think your leddy-mother here, and my new f^^'end

the dainty d<x'tor there, hae been about, my lord?"

Her ladyship was in the act of holding her glass while the

doctor poured a little wine into it ; but at the nonchalance of this

address she withdrew her hand, and erected herself into the

stateliest pitch of dignity ; and the physician setting down the

decanter, his task unperformed, looked across the table in un-

speakable amazement. His lordship smiled, and replied, "Why,
Wylie, how should I know? I dare say something they don't

like to hear of, if I may judge by their looks."

"Weel, I'll tell you, resumed Andrew. "Now, my leddy, ye

maun just compose yoursel'; for it's vera proper his lordship

should hear how you and the doctor were playing at Damon and

Phillis among the groves and bowers. They think, my lord,

that they saw your leddy gallanting wi' a gentleman."

"Monster!" exclaimed the dowager, flaming with indignation.

The doctor was panic-struck.

"Whisht, whisht, my leddy," cried Andrew, slyly; "if you
will be poking at a business of this kind, ye maun just abide the

consequences. But I would ask what greater harm could there

be in the countess walking in a garden with a well-bred trentle-
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'"' * ''*"'""

hae been mair to the nnrnnlTf
lU mark-would it no

Pl«e, that it w^ rtairhr. andt the
'

^"^T'
" *^ ""'

quired at herself on the snot wb.. u T""^' *° ''"'' «>"

™y leddy ,hi, iJ a eriousCet ZT,'Z'
'""^^ ^"^

wiN toe„„. away wHhou searTh'i
"

it oTb^rf""'"™^according to your w«„ed discretion and ^ ve b»a T'
""?*"•

culated wi' a bad ooininn „!

,

, , ^* ""''"'' ''<'™ ino-

wouldna haep^rriU II"
^°<'i™''ter beforehand, ye

itselfave,y col7^,«"
"•'"" ™ ^''*' ""y '>''-« been in

The doctor by this time had in somo ,1.^,..
self; and the freedom with which 1"S^^^^^

'™-
fectious influence on him said "Kn/l- .

^""'"^ ''^ ^"
is a child in the case."

'
'''' ^'" ^"'^«* ^^at there

The dowager, however, who had sat somp fimo •

consternation, interrupted the convlr aZ T- * ''"'" "^

Sandyford, how can you permit Z?' """^^'"^^'^8^' "^^o^d

presence?" ^ ^ '*
^^'' ** -^'^"^ ^^^H and in my

" Why," replied the earl, « Tm afr«iM !, . •

reason in what Wylie says he ka tel „f
'''"">«''•? lile

and your ladyship »„sf end, re ,otJ hm ?"«" """""''

perhaps do both hi, wit and his;;:do:".5rti e
'
"' ^"" '^'

sp^tlrw'i^rrhfdt^t^b'^-n"" '--"'• *---
„i.-,. ,^: "^ *'*'* ^'^eated her with a sort of f,.^.^ ^w-u. on.y nave been used with impunity to the' wlJsi^Ibb
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tabbies of London ; those whom he occasionally met with, and,
as he said, touzled their decorum. But his natural shrewd per-
ception of character soon enabled him to correct the error, and
to adapt his conversation much more to the dowager's formal
noaons of etiquette and delicacy.

"m tell you what it is, my leddy," said he ;
" from the first

to the last there has been a great misunderstanding in the whole
business between my lord and the countess ; I could see that
long ago, though I hae but twa een, and nae better anes than my
neighbours. They have wanted a sincere friend between them,
the like o' your leddyship, for example ; and noo that they're
hither and yon frae ans anither, it behoves a' that wish them
weel, and few hae mair cause to do sae than mysel', who has been
made, as it were^ by my lord, to take tent that a breach is no
opened that canna be biggit up. Joking aside—I think your
leddyship and the doctor hae been a wee hasty in your con-
clusions. I'll no say that the countess is an innocent woman,
but let us hae some proof o' her guilt before we condemn. As
to the btiirn, that's a living witness of a fact somewhere—I alloo

that. But, my leddy, I'll tell you what I'll do ; that is, if ye
approve it, for I would submit to your better judgment. I'll

gang warily and cannily ouer to Castle Rooksborough mysel', and
muddle about the root o' this affair till I get at it. I think that
I may be able to do this as weel as a person o' mair consideration.
Naebody in this country side kens me ; I'll be scoggit wi' my
ain hamely manner ; and if I can serve my lord, I'm bound by
gratitude to do sae."

After some further conversation this project was approved of,

and the dowager began to entertain a more condescending dis-
position towards our hero.

The carriage was ordered to be ready to convey him early
next morning to the Rose and Crown ; but, said he, " No just
sae far

; I maun gang there on shanks-naigy ; I'll only tak it

till within a mile or twao' the place; and when I hae got my
turn done I'll either come slipping back, or the servan's can, at
their leisure, bring the carriage on to the inns, whar I'll get in
as an utter stranger, taken up by them, as it were, for a job to
themselves."
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''" ""^ ""»<? -»"<"" «he jooW-

The dowager's face, which had for some t;^«
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doctor andaXw^:^2^J^:r" '''
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y-^"*
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atot ™'™"'rT™'"""'' ^--stancesTaS
Sl„!-ir.!:^'„"''^,''.-™» »»' easily disturbed by the,„„.„..^ ,„.,u.nKi wmcr. ,0 protbundly aHect tlie happi-
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ness of her sex ; and her feelings having no particular object to

interest them., neither children, nor, in a certain sense, husband,

she moved along the stream of time like a stately vessel on the

tide, whose superb appearance is all that attracts the attention

of the spectator.

Her ladyship was certainly to Mame for not endeavouring to

recall the scattered affections o" h« r lord ; nor is it easy to frame

an apology for her negligence in this respect. But how many

ladies act in the same way, and, heedless of the unsettled and

fluctuating state of all human attachments, seem to consider,

when they are wedded, that it is no longer requisite to continue

those agreeable humours and graces which first won tho esteem

of their husbands. The triumph of woman lies not in the ad-

miration of her lover, but in the respect of her husband ; and it

can only be gained by a constant cultivation of those qualities

which she knows he most values. But Lady Sandyford, like

many of her sex, had been taught to entertain other notions.

She did not certainly regulate herself, as some others, fatally for

their own happiness, often do, by the standard of some parti-

cular individual, whom habit or duty may have taught them to

venerate—a father, a brother, or a guardian ; but she did what

was equally unfortunate—she courted public admiration, and it

was with deference towards it that all her actions and motions

were estranged from that sphere of duties which would have

endeared her to the sensitive bosom of her lord. Our hero,

therefore, in contemplating the result which had flowed from

her apparent indifference, suspected that she felt infinitely more

under the separation than the earl conceived.

He did her also justice in another point : he could not for a

moment allow himself to think she was guilty even of levity.

He had remarked her pride, and his intuitive knowledge of

human nature convinced him, that pride alone will often do the

part of virtue. In a word, the tenor of his cogitations were

honourable to himself and favourable to the countess. For, not

assuming the probability of guilt, but only desirous to reach the

bottom of the business, he was able to take a far more candid

view of the different presumptions against her, than if he had

been actuated by any preconceived opinion. In this generous
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conduct of the countess whaf h. V !? . ' ^® ^^"°^ *^«

pove, he resolved to""!' fXrwhaTh^:^ 'l"™"m her behaviour toward., h^r \. u 7 7 ^ ^^ observed
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constrained to laugh heartily at Andrew's ludicrous adventures
in his journey from London, as well as at some of his queerest
stories, of which he selected those most calculated to jjlease

her; so that, while she perceived he was a person of no refined
acquirements, she could iiot but acknowledge in her own
mind that he was undoubtedly endowed by nature with singular
shrewdness, and with peculiar talents of no ordinary kind.
It was true, that he said things which a delicate respect for

the prejudices and notions of others would have restrained a
man of more gentlemanly pretensions from expressing; but there
was no resisting the strong common sense of his remarks, nor
withstanding the good-humoured merriment of his allusions.

She, however, now and then felt uneasy that she had so rashly

sent back the countess's letter. But like all others who do any
thing of which they afterwards doubt the propriety, she concealed
entirely from her son, and wished, if possible, to forget herself,

that she had taken so decided a part.

CHAPTER XXXVI.

NEW LIGHTS.

" I PEAK, my lord," said our hero, when the dowager had left

the room, " that I have spoken ouer freely on this misfortune that

has befallen your lordship's family; l5ut in truth, my lord, a sore

at no time will bear handling. If I had conversed in a manner
that might have been mair fitting to the occasion, it wouldna

hae mended the matter ; so I rather ran the risk of the conse-

quences with your leddy-mother, than be slack in delivering my
honest opinion. But setting joking aside, my lord, this story of

hers and the doctor's concerning the gentleman ayont the bush,

is really something vera extraordinar."

" Yes, Wylie," replied the earl, " it is so ; but although my
mother makes it of importance, it is none to me. I have been

but so so as a husband : and, by my conscience, nothing in earth
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"That's a vera contrite sentiment of your lordshin «„^or I'm mista'en, from the bottom of the heart 3' ,

""''

lord, ye wouldna like your estates ami ,h!T

'

7"'^' "^
Wship's ancient and'famoTpi::u ^ r^ '^

blood of a stranger."
Pr»K«nitois, to go to the base
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" J:iutk:ei\rrt'"B;:eo"'\"?''r ^»<''-'

the bairn-for to this Wth th!
^^^ '*" " *' "°"'"' »''
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^
smess. And he sighed deeply, adding "It is needless

3i
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to disguise to' you any longer, that I am more distressed than I
seem."

."Really, my lord, your case Is a very kittle ane," replied our
hero, deeply affected; "but no to dwell on the dark side o't, let
us suppose noo, that after all this hobleshow and clash, it
should turn out that the countess is an innocent and an injured
woman."

"You are destined to exalt or to sink me for ever, in my own
esteem!" exclaimed the earl; "and you have put to me a ques-
tion that I would, but durst not, ask myself. She left my house
voluntarily, by the advice of her father."

His lordship paused, and looked as if he expected that
Andrew would say something; but he remained silent.

The earl then said abruptly, "What do you think I ought to
do? I cannot »sk her back—she will be happier apart from
me; and, since we are in the tongues of the world, it is no
longer expedient for us to assume counterfeit virtues."

" Truly, what your lordship says is no without a glimmer of
common sense; but in the way of a conjecture, let us take an-
other supposition. What would your lordship do, if my leddy, of
her own free grace, was to confess a fault for running awa wi'
her father, and beg to be received home again ?"

^

"Impossible!" exclaimed the earl with energy— "Impos-
sible! Her pride could never stoop to such humiliation."

" I can see there is difficulty in the way. Howsoever, greater
mountains have been removed without miracles. And your
lordship hasna said what you would do, supposing my suppose
were to come to pass."

" It would, I suspect, Wylie," replied the earl jocularly, " be
rather an awkward meeting."

" Then you would consent to meet her leddyship?" said our
hero slyly.

The earl was startled at the unconscious disclosure he had
made of his own feelings, while he admired the shrewdness of
his counsellor

;
and said, with a free and sincere accent, "Wylie,

it is in vain for me to equivocate with you. I do not think the
return of the countess probable; and, therefore, have never con-
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" You are tob quick, Wylie," said the earl coldly, " I did not
express any solicitude on the subject. Judging from the past, I
still continue of the same mind, that it is better for Lady Sandy-
ford and me to remain as we are, than to live together as we
have done."

" That's no to be denied," replied Andrew. " But it's to be
hoped that, were ye coming thegither again, it would be with
better hopes, designs, and intents. Knowing, as ye now do,

wherein the great strength of both your faults lies, ye would
bear and forbeai" with more reciprocal indulgence. Ye couldna
live the lite ye have done, even though ye were both so ill-deedy

as to try."

This characteristic touch made the earl smile ; and he said,

" You are a singular being, and will have your own way "

In saying thes^ words, the countenance of his lordship was for

a moment overcast, and the sudden flowing in of thoughts and
feelings on his heart obliged him to leave the room. Andrew
soon after pulled the bell, and requesting the carriage to be
in readiness to convey him to Castle Rooksborough by daylight,

was shown to a bed-room. But it is necessary to revert, in the

mean time, la the situation of Lady Sandyford.

CHAPTER XXXVIL

THE CASTLE. *

The countess, on sending off her letter, had returned to Elder-

bower, where she received the answer ; the first shock of which

almost overset her reason. She started from her seat, and,

wildly shaking her head and hands, ran and touched several

articles in the room, as if to ascertain their reality, and that she

was not in a dream. She was like a bird entangled in a snare,

or a captive when fir?t immured in his. dungeon. She felt as if

an invisible power, that would crush her to death, was closing

in on all sides. She gasped, as if some enormous v/eight pressed
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said,

npon her bosom, and for several minutes her mind was as the
lury of a glowing furnace.

In the midst of this paroxysm, she made a vigorous effort to
control her agitation, and succeeded. While distractedly pacinir
the room, she halted suddenly, and said, « Why do I yield to this
consternation? There is some error in aU this-There is no
conspiracy against me-I am innocent of the crime, imputed-
I will go ai once to my lord-I will relate the whole of what
has happened-he has treated me as if I had no feeling-but

•us«
*"'*'' ^"^ ^''°''"'"' ^""^ ""'" °°* ^^'''' ""^ *'' ^ '"J"^^ "°"

When she had thus somewhat cabned the perturbation of her
spints, she ordered a post-chaise for Chastington HalL and in
the course of a few hours quitted Elderbower.

Before she had gained the second stage, she felt herself somuch indisposed that she was obliged to stop, and go to bed
In the course of the night, however, she obtained some rest;
and her spints were so refreshed in the morning, that she arose
with a cheerful alacrity to resume her journey to the residence
of her husband.

After breakfast, a chaise for Chastington was accordinfflv
ordered, and she went to the door attended by the landlord, to
nand her m. As she was on the point of ascending the steps of
the carnage, her hand was eagerly seized by some one behind
and on looking round she beheld, with equal surprise andalann'
the pale and ghastly Ferrers.

" Ha!" exclaimed the countess, hon^r-struck at his appear-
ance

;
« how

! when ! what has brought you here ?»
« I came last night, and I have been" What he would

have added was broken off by a shriek from the countess, who
fainted, and fell back into his arms.
Some time elapsed before she recovered, and when she opened

her eyes m the apartment to which she had been earned, the
hrst object they caught was Servinal, her lord's valet, who, per-
ceiving that she recognized him, instantly left the room, and
having a horse ready at the door, quitted the house. He was
on his way to London on some confidential business, but he
returned to Chastington HaU with the news of this discovery
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As for Ferrei^, st:ll under the influence of insanity, believinffhe had been the cause of this unfortunate lady's death, he rushedfrom the house in a state of distraction, and was nowhere to be

When the countess was so far recovered as to be able to speak,
she nrdered the chaise, which still stood at the door, to carrJ
her to Bunsland Abbey, where, immediately on her arrival, she
sent for Flounce

;
and being determined now to avail herself of

her fathers offer of Bretonsbield Castle, she dispatched, at thesame time, one of the servants to apprize the domestics of her
intention. All tms was done with a force and precision of mindnew to her character.

The singularity of the circumstances into which she had been
placed with Ferrers, awakened in her a sort of superstitious
dread, fheir misfortunes seemed strangely and awfully mingled :and feeling hersell^ unaccountably and darkly connected with the
desperate fortunes of a frantic man, she believed herself a passive
agent m the hands of Fate, and tvembled to think that ehe was
thus united to some tremendous and immeasurable movement of
the universe. There was sublimity in the fancies that rose with
this notion

;
and the place where she had determined to take up

her abode was well calculated to cherish the solemn associations
connected with her Promethean resolution, to retire from the
world, and there await the issue of that scheme of destiny with
which she was so mysteriously involved.

Bretonsbield Castle was a pile of unknown antiquity. From
the earliest periods of our national history, it had been remark-
able, both on account of its massy architecture, and the sullen
and stern solitariness in which it stood. 'The Saxons had added
tc Its strength, and the Normans had enlarged the sweep of the
walls, and the number of the towers. In the chivahic times
of the heroic Plantagenets, it acquired some ornamental ap-
pendages; and, in the first reign of the Stuarts, it lost some
of the features of a mere stronghold in a suite of magnificent
apartments, of an airy and fantastic style, which, however,
stiU harmonized with the rude grandeur of the general edifice.
The road to it lay along the acclivity of an extensive common,

OBd by a gentle ascent attained the summit of the downs, from
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which, on the one hand, the country below presented a wide and
magnificent prospect, extending to the horizon ; while, on thp
other, an open and lonely waste spread out to a great distance,
in which no other object was visible but the castle, rising from
the m?dst of a dark mass of fir-trees.

The scene suited the disposition of Lady Sandyford's mind;
and It seemed to her that a spot in which the wild, the old, and
the magnificent, were so united, was a fit theatre for the exercise
ot the courage and endurance which she was determined to
exercise.

But far different were the reflections of her waiting gentle-
woman

;
according to her own account, when the carriage reached

the brow of the downs, and she saw nothing before her but a
desert waste, she felt as if a magician was carrying her away on
the back of a fiery dragoii, to the well at the world's end.
As the carriage drove into the silent court . ; the castle like

a peal of thunder, the countess said, as it stopped at the entrance
to the hall, « \^T,at an awful place it is

!
" and she cast her eyes

apprehensively round on the ivy-mantled towers, the hoary walls
and the lichen-furred pinnacles.

'

"Yes," replied Flounce.

" It chills the suspended soul,

Till expectation wears the cast of fear;
And fear, half ready to become devotion,
Mumbles a kind of mental orison,
It knows not wherefore."

"Why, Flounce!" exclaimed her astonished ladv, "where e-ot
you that language ?

"

.

»

gut

"It is a beautiful sentiment," said that erudite gentlewoman,
which I learned by rote from one of Mrs Radcliffe's romances.

l\^rl
.^"'^^ charming, my lady, to read them in this delight-

ful Udolpho; and I hope your ladyship wiU make a point of
having them sent from town."

As none of the servants were in attendance, the countess
desired the post-boys to open the door, and, alighting with
Flounce, walked into the hall. The housekeeper, and her hus-
band the gardener, were indeed all the domestics that the
Marquis of Avonside kept at this place; and it happened, when



184 SIR ANDREW WTLIE.

'X7z^r "' '" *' '""'' *»' ""'^ -- '" « -0.
The countess halted when she had reached the middle of ththril, and surveyed it in silence. It was lofty, and of statl

Ihll 1^ K f ?"'™' '•"^P'Wity. A small claw-footedtabk, on which stood a basket of linen and old stocking. wUh

t^iXrrsutet' "k
*'"'''-"'^'' '^'"^ "™™"-

J' uau oeen lett by the housekeeper, occupied, with two nUfaaboned gnarled elbow-chai,., the niche of o'ne fThe wtdo
""

ine aspect of the. whole apartment was gaunt and veneraW,but U could not be altogether said that fhe eC wrS

W

desolate or me ancholv Bi,ki,;.™i "f ™™' ™3 either

ZSto- "^3.^^°"""
"^ """ ""^"i*''^' landscape. "Our



of the marchioness ^.7^^tio^r'\r^ <""""'« ">«»
you would be pleasil wi* It "

' *""«'" "" '^' "oou-t

tio:f:dt:i'^i'i:^':^,«p«^ w,aa,sMp.i.h e„o.
I now feci that loss I"

' "^ "other! Howwofully

CHAPTER XXXVIII.

INBaCPERIENCaE.

instead of waiting for the tl^riL ,
" Kool^sborough

; but
Ao hall, he wal/ed out .„ thT^7™ "* '»*' Portal of
some distance from the mansion

*• "^'"^ '^"^ «'

It was a beautiful spring mornino- Th. • ,

bird, and the Unnet, were beiZ ^^ 5?
""""^ *« '''"oi-

their young i„ the b^C buftZl^r "'"'P '»'' '='"'™ over
gate singing her matC' Th tnt^'n*"^^ "' "eaven's

<lewdn>ps lay lite pearls on tlTJL "d f
""'' '"^

and refreshed composure was diff^^ f"''' * "^eerful
the landscape, and the fUl, 5T^

"'" *''' "''ole face of
spacious and beautiful, a few gltk^^r""^ """^"^'^
over it, seemed to float at an „J„ . , ,

°^ "*•«"«• scattered

aUy brightened intoI fu" :Z1ni^''""'''P' " ^''^ S""*""
The reflections of Andreww2f ''"'"^

aspect of nature, and he lô erTw .V'tr" ^V"" '«"'«'=»«

ingat his heart, often uJl^^^ZtttrJ'^''*'-''''^-of the road unfolded, throne), fh!
different windings

diversified scenes „/.re'IutuX'Tunr^^ "^ ^'"'•»«»' *^
By the t.me he reached the entrance to t^e stables, the car-
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riage was coming out. " Ha'd your ban', my lad," he cried to
the coachman, "ye needna gang to the house ; I'll e'en step in
here."

.

^

" As you please," replied the coachman ; " but Tom Berry is

not yet come."

" And wha'sTam Berry ?"

" The footman, sir, that is to go with us."

" Loup your ways doun, and let me into the chaise. Til no
be fashed wi' ony sic ceremonials. A' that I want is a fast

drive, without couping."

The coachman obeyed, and long before Tom Berry had opened
the shutters of his eyes, half the journey was performed.
At a public-house within two miles of Castle Rooksborough,

our hero stopped the carriage, and told the coachman to wait
for him there.

" Your horses, 'my lad," said he, " will be nane the waur o' a
rest ; and I'll just step on by mysel'."

" But," replied the charioteer, " my orders were to take you to
the Rose and Crown."

" I'll not dispute what your orders were ; nevertheless, ye'll

bide here
; or if ye maun com your cattle at the Rose and Crown,

and at no other place, I canna help it, only ye'll serve my lord's
turn better by minding what I bid you."

" It don't make no difference to me," said the coachman

;

"and so be as you doesn't wish for the contrary, I'd as lief bait
where we now be."

"Heer ye," cried Andrew, stopping suddenly, after he had
alighted, and was walking away, seemingly as if he had recol-
lected something. "I hope ye'll sae naething to the folk about
the inns here, concerning my business."

"I knows nought o't, sir—I was but told to fetch you here."
"Then," replied our hero, "ye'll oblige me by keeping your

finger on your mouth, for it might be detrimental if ony thing
were to spunk out."

"Never doubt me, sir.—I have been bred and born in his
lordship's service, as my father was in his father's; so I may be
trusted

;
and I never speaks of any body's consequences, but only

minds my own servitude."
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by-hand job."
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'
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The coachman being thus net n,v,„
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wMch onr he.^tlZ^^^^ "' ""^ ^""""^ °-

ba™Z!n;\f:hrerL5rA r''
"'"'='''«' '^^ *»-

Rose and Crown in^'n^nr ™"'''' '°"«'"' "> «•«

t.o the can. „f hlsM'^^.^^.'^Sr^l "
tl ""T'"^'

^
t.cns on the extravagance o/Ll^hllt^L"',"'"™"
interesting to Andrew ,„rf s, k

"'™™""^- fhe subject was
quence o/one of ttwaUet re'lT 'T'-'^'^ '»• '> '""'^
they called Monimia thniT':^' """

"l^
"""^'^ <^'""' "«

This observation was nol Z! ' ^ ^'"'^ingly Hke him.

the discernment ofTcwdterforT' ^^'^' """'"'*'""' '»

the excursion with herT^"'^J^'i":'/'<>™» had.in

chambermaids that she shouH Z), '"'"^ *" ™» "^ ""e

baby was Mr Ferrers' Z.ler f T'"^ '^ ""^ ™''»°»"
kitten to a cat- and IL .Z k "^ " ™ ^ "^« h™ »« a
her admiratbn of ttt XcTu n""'

"^"'""^ ^P'"-^
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««"uxig ail the servants of the
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J^ ".r.?'"^^ r^'^*"
^' ''^'''''^^ '^'^' P««P^« do not always

ac with the most perfect reason and gootl sense, liut if thev
did so there would be an end to every thing romantic in life;and therefore, perhaps, it is as well, after all, that there is a little
folly m the world, a blessing which we sometimes think wasDestowed to produce amusement. The reflections on the lady's
child and Its resemblance to Ferrers, had the effect of inducinffour hero to change his original intention of sifting the mystery
at Castle Rooksborough, and to adopt another, calculated, as he
thought to bring the business to a more speedy conclusion ; and
assuredly it would have done so, had there not been other causes
at work the force and effect of which he could neither counter-
act nor foresee.

The construction that he put upon the unfortunate mannerm which the orphan was mentioned, namely, « the lady's child
"

led him to concluae that the real circumstances of its birth were
not to be ascertained at that place, and he resolved to proceed
directly to Elderbower, and have an explanation with Lady
Sandyford herself.

^

This determination undoubtedly originated in motives of deU-
cacy towards her ladyship

; for the coarse remarks of the persons
around him, with respect to the unfortunate Ferrers, had the
effect to maks him feel an extreme repugnance to enter into any
conversation with them. He accordingly sent a messenger to
the mn where he had left the carriage, to order it back to Chast-
mgton Hall, and when the London coach came up, he mounted
the roof, and was conveyed to Elderbower.

CHAPTER XXXIX.

AT FAULT,

OuE hero reached the mansion of the dowager about an hour
too late. Flounce, in obedience to the summons of her mistress,
had qmtted the house and gone to join her at Bi-risland Abbey

;
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«on which belonX™^. * r.o'.h? ''''"""'S
'"-^ "«"*•

plained nature of th^t e"enf And' An Ir!
"'^'"^ '""' """'"

Kate for the countess, wrWmed.hrTf'' .'"''"'"''««' "*
her. Thi, intelligent mort^S. e"eS'I T^'"'

^

for some time in a statenf ..„„ <• ! "^"""'"KV
!
»nd he stood

-e tone in which ifw^JT t'^ow " '^ ""' ""•"'-

were so gruffly dismissed, that he was utterlv 1 ^T*'°"'

Hrietrm^crh:s5?--"
«ness With m.Ld."^^Z^Z^ i::^^

ro:;m?nr;:;;iri^™;;:i?,^r - "«

fit'rttO ^'------^"^S sit
"As for that," replied the decorous housekeeoer it i« ir«

to the contrary, left this in « r^^.Tl' ,^ instructs us

Hall."
^ ^ post-chaise alone for Chastington

news?<trTleft inhT'^'^^"
^"^^/"^--' Petrified at the

« Ah f will V *^^' ™°"»»"&' and she wasna there."Ah! well we know that," said Mrs Polisher; "she went hnt

greL. cor;:^eLln;ui^: *' " " '"""""^ '"^^S *^

toJk^t'"' " °°f
"""^ ** housekeeper, " such a tragical scenetook place,.„ her stepping into the carriage next mXg Xr
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I he has made awuy with himself"
*

H.h7''^'-.!l'° u"'
™°'"""' '^ questioned," excloimed Mrs Po

is no dubious possibility in the matter Th 7 7" ' '" '^'''

b";nereirwr^;~"^--".X'

ja™, so o„„p,4tL;itb^:^^^^^^^^^^^

I have it,zi^^^^:::;cr >--- »«-
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for 't!ii, but it ta, on" fl ,
""»»»««« »t Uurisland Abbey

become Mistake A": ;.~;';° '"""f '
*- "'^^^

ascertain the whole extent oftL w
"""«"'" '*»".!> order to

was le.! to believe Serv™ hj ^^TT""'""'"^ ""'•"' h^
however, he reflected th.t Cl7.t.:

°" '5"""-'"? Hderbo^er,
"»« to the earl; and that unrtir ""''' "" ^°'-«'" ^ of any
whkh had eome t. lighti. :t,dt''''''«T"^

oirctunstanJ
once to town. AccoMinX he1 T? *'°™' "> '«'""> «'
Head, where he en««d a ^'a.! •'^T'?"'

""»''«'« 'o the Nag's

?
brief but eharaetSe no rto the

';""'":: '""""' '"«'w™l
ng he had been all i„ theZ 't i.'

V'"' '"''^'' ">« ^-O-
home to Mr Vellum's work Ws

'

>
''' ?° "" '"""'^ 'han go

had bee actuated by thet'stttentr*""" ''^'"«' """
'«

«™e,;r;;tvr:htr;r"'"'>"^«''''>--erai
obtained was in unison with ,her™ "'>''='> Andrew had
supposed he had made- 2ThTl J '^ """ ^^''-a' had
foo% true, and of the L^t'affiet' VT"'. """ "™ I--
ever, to speak of it to^s it"? ^'f'

«« "^cted, how-
delicacy which dictated AndrwtLtf^;''"' ^' ^"^ ««
dtfecily to London, but shesol ,!

1™'' ''''°'""°" ''= ''eturn

ithadpr„d„ced,anJ
trembled forthe

""'''"""'' '«-"" "hich
he ;eemingly i„ nothing ctm^L'^fTf'''''"'''''- ^'^f'^^though
tions, she could discern that ?f

•'"'youtineof his recrea-
that was wholly at va™* e ^'tTtr

" """7""" -"»"' "m
several times, when he s^mri1 1 T "" "" ''«'^'"«'' »«'
she observed his eyes to wa"l vJ^ if^

""^'«""» »' 'he table,
tear dmp upon the unnotl^tlTTT" ""^ """»' »" »
to speak with him on the suWe^^f\-
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either broke away from LTXX-rr'lj''™''^ ^""'e
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'^''''"™«'. with a sharp .

endure to think of 'what hastreS;'-"''
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«a^ly when, ,„ attempting to palliate the reflection that d'-X

CHAPTER XL.

A SCIENTIFIC BARONET.

respecting his own matrimonial concerns Th. hi , "f"^

B^rrit^sr/n-ir-™^' ^^^--^ --^i^ircniand, that it was found ahke impracticable to work uDon

about onr hero, whose add^, and sagacity hJ nTe^' eft ^

h pr^JeoSrr°?fr ""' '"'°»^«'- -"iBfact ^L

^Z:^!cl:ilJ^'^:^,:^r'"'
» ->"«— his se.
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However soon after Andrew's return to London, having sent
for hira to breakfast, m order to enquire respecting the unfor-
tunate situation of Lord and Lady Sandyford, in the course of
their conversation he several times became thoughtful, and
aUuded inadvertently to his own matrimonial prospects with
doubt and anxiety. This, in one instance, was so particular,
that our hero could not help remarking that he seemed troubled-
and from one thing to another, Mordaunt at last opened hi^mmd, describing the perplexity arising from the intractable
chamctcr of Sir Thomas Beauchamp; at the same time express-
ing his regret, that the circumstances of Lord Sandyford should
have been such as to deprive him of his powerful assistance, to
influence, if possible, the paternal feelings of the baronet
Andrew sat for some time silent: at last he said, "I canna

understan what's the need o' a' this fasherie; for surely, if the ladand the lass are baith willing, they may soon come thegither."
But, replied Mordaunt, "there are two things to be con-

sidered; first, the obligation which Sir Thomas conceives he isunder to Birchland, and Miss Beauchamp's fortune. If shemarry without her father's consent, I am persuaded he will cuther off with a shilling."

« It would be very dure o' the auld carle, were he to do the
like that. But as for his promise, that's but wind o' the

r? r ..'"??"
''' *^' "''*"^- ^^' '^^^'^ however, is a

deev,.. I m thinking that a fortune's no to be made, ev^n by

TTr7j^jT''\'r^^'- ^"* "" *« "^i»«« *h« ™«tter, whatdoes the leddy hersel' say? Will she rin awa wi' you?"

Srr ! r -^^i' ^^ ''P^^'^' '^' '^'' ^^ "«t «« desperate.
Toot, tooti exclaimed Andrew; «ye ken vera weel that Ididna mean that she was to gallop, stridling on a horse, wi' youm a pock^before her, like a cadger wi' a smuggled keg o' bmndy

or a butcher wi' a calf frae the fair. But toTpeak proper Eng-

a^aIXr '"
"^^ ''^"^'^ "^'^^^ ^^' ^^^ ^-* ^-

"No," replied Mordaunt; "that is the difficulty. She willnot consent to take any su: i disgraceful step."
"I'm thinking then, sir. that vou shnnlH Bfro,-« « «^:«^ ^_ _..

her: to., an that's her mind, she'll mak you a vera decent wife."3
N
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"Well,", cried Mordaunt: "but how is the point to be
strained?"

"I'll gang and speak to Sir Thomas," said Andrew "I
would hear what he has to say anent the matter. Let me ken
the rights o' the case first, and then aiblins it may be in mv
capacity to help you."

"Depend upon't Mr Wylie," said Mordaunt, "that any inter-
ference of a stranger with Sir Thomas will only make matters
worse. He's a thorough self-willed roundhead, and can only
be dealt with by letting him have his own way."

" If he thinks he has it, won't that do as weel, sir ? Mr Mor-
daunt, an ye put your concerns into my hands, ye maun just
let me tak my ain gait, or I'll only ravel them by my meddling.
IS &ir Ihomas at hame, think ye, even noo ?"

"Surely," exclaimed Mordaunt, in a tone of alarm, "you
would not ru^h to him at once on the business ?

"

" Dinna fash your head about my ways and means, sir. Are
nae ye wud for your wedding? what for would ye put obstacles
and delays to your ain pleasure? ' Ul go to him outright; so
just sit ye whar ye are till I come back. It's easier to excuse an
lU deed, than to gie satisfactory reasons beforehand for the doinff
o a good one. Therefore, Mr Mordaunt, sit still ; an' if ye hae
nae other playock, try if ye can persuade the cat to stand on
her hmd legs till I come back ;

" and in saying these words, our
hero with a smirking nod, whisked out of the room, leaving
Mordaunt equally astonished at his humour and familiarity-I
distrusting his prudence, while he admired his promptitude
Andrew went directly to Sir Thomas's ; and, on the servant

telling the baronet that a young mrfn desired to speak with him
on very particular business, he at once obtained an audience

Sir Thomas was a taU, meagre, hard-favoured personage,
verging towards his grand climacteric. He had Uttle of the
general appearance of a country gentleman, except in the fresh-
ness of his complexion

; indeed, he had never cared much for
field sports, nor for those kind of exercises so contributorj^ to
that hearty obstreperous corpulency, which is commonly deemed
the most remarkable characteristic of the regular members of a
county quorum^ Thfl hnr— ^ • « - --

-•-.e.vL, lii xaui, wuK, in nis own opinion,
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a man of science ; but whether he excelled most in botany,
mechanics, chemistry, astronomy, mathematics, or metaphysics^
Le had never ascertained, having no neighbours who understood
even the meaning of the terms. But, undoubtedly, his profi-
ciency must have been very extraordinary ; for he had several
times read all the books in his library which related to these
sciences, amounting to nearly a hundred volumes, part of the col-
lection of his maternal ancestor, Dr Gropingwit, who flourished
in the Augustan reign of Queen Anne—as Sir Thomas often
said of him, " A most learned man, having been one of the con-
temporaries of the great Sir Isaac Newton." To this collection,

the baronet himself had made no additions
; judiciously obser-

ving, when any new book relative to his private studies was
accidentally mentioned, » Those that drink at the fountain head
can never relish the waters of the polluted stream." And then
he was wont to spout with a sounding voice, and a most tragical
emphasis, both of look and gesture, the following verses from
Chaucer :

—

" Out of the old fleldes, as man saith,

Cometh the new corn fro year to year

;

And out of old books, in good faith,

Cometh all new science that men lere."

His favourite passage, however, from the poets, was the open-
ing to Young's Night Thoughts, which he repeated sometimes
on a Sunday evening to his sister. Miss Lucretia, with so much
slow solemnity, that sleep, in propria persona, generally paid
her a visit before he got to the cadence of

" Lights on lids unsullied with a tear."

At the close of which, he was wont to give an awful stioke on
the table, as with the melancholious hand of fate ; and Miss
Lucretia as regularly then awoke, and said, " Brother, what's
the clock?"

To this he as regularly replied with a smile of compassion,

" We take no note of time,

To give it then a tongue was wise in man."

But lifting his watch from the table at his filbnw. lin anhiVino^

*' Ring for tea."
' ^'
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CHAPTER XLI.

A REMONSTAAMCB.

Andrew, when ^^hown into the baronet's parlour, was rather
startled at his appearance. Sir Thomas was reading in an arm-
chair, with his feet on the fender; his clothes had been hastily
huddled on-a condition that could not be altogether fairly
attributed to having hurriedly dressed himself on account of the
sharpness of the weather, for in aU seasons he breakfasted in
that state, and sat till about twelve o'clock. His stockings were
loose, his knees unbuttoned, his neckcloth untied, and a slovenly
grey duffle morning-coat carelessly invested the generality of
his figure; while an old fur cap had succeeded his nightcap,
and was desfined, when the sun passed the meridian, to be sup-
planted in its turn by a wig.

" Well, friend," said he to Andrew, looking over his shoulder
as our hero entered tho room, "what are your commands ?"

" I hae something that I would say to you," repUed our hero •

and he glanced at the venerable Miss Lucretia, who was sitting
on the opposite side of the fire, busily employed in examining
the weekly bills of the family. This look, if Sir Thomas had
observed it, was meant to intimate a wish that the lady might
be requested to favour them with her absence; but it was un-
noticed, and Andrew continued, "I believe, sir, ye hae some
acquaintance with Mr Mordaunt."
"I know the gentleman," replied the baronet, closing the

book, and looking from under his'spectacles as if he expected
something interesting."

"He's a worthy gendeman," said Andrew, "and I am sure
has a great respect for you, and would do ony thing to oblige
you in hi: power."

°

"Hem!" ejaculated the baronet; and Miss Lucretia looked
askance from her household hills towards the sly advocate. " But
what's the drift of all this, young man?" enquired Sir Thomas,
laying his book on the table, and taking off his spectacles.
"Nothing particular. Sir Thomas: bnf nniir o. »,«'o „ j



CHAPTER XLI.—A REMONSTEANCE. 197

frien' to me, I wish him weel, and would fain hope that thinirs
are no past remedy between him and you ; for if that's the ease
he 8 a gone dick-a dead man, as the saying is-and I doubt his
death-ill will lie at your door, Sir Thomas."
The baronet looked in some degree of amazement; and Miss

Lucretia, in her turn, glanced her inquisitive eyes first at our
hero, and then en her brother.

Andrew saw tlieir anxiety, and concluded that Sir Thomas
meant to signify he thought him insane ; for he observed him
touching his forehead as he ocularly repUed to Miss Lucretia's
ocular mterrogation. However, none disconcerted, he intrepidlv
continued, "But I'm sure. Sir Thomas, that it's no in your
nature to harm the hair o' a dog, far less a gentleman that has
a great regard for you and all your family; especially for your
dochter. Miss Julia."

Miss Lucretia abandoned the investigation of her bills and
pushing back her chair from the table, sat in upright astonish-
ment. The baronet's under-lip fell down, and it would be diffi-
cult to say whether his eyes or mouth most strongly expressed
the wondering of his spirit.

"Ye maunna be surprised. Sir Thomas, at what I'm sayin?
for it's a truth that Mr Mordaunt's in a state of great distress o'
mind

;
and he's my friend, and I canna but try to serve him

But he says. Sir Thomas, you're sujh a man of your word that
I have no hope ye'll ever consent to give him your dochter' To
that, however, sir, I answered, that surely ye were a rational
man, and would hearken to rationality."

" What's your name ? " enquired the baronet.
" My name's Andrew Wylie."

"And did Mr Mcrdaunt send you to speak on the subject to
me?" resumed Sir Thomas.
"No, sir; he was confounded when I offered to come- but

better to hae a finger off than aye sching. There was nae'need
that he should pine ony langer ii: |, -tn, or you. Sir Thomas, Uve
in anxiety, lest Miss Julia and him should rin awa' to Gretna
Greeny for the sicklike has been before. Tm sure this ccnsible
leddy here kens that ye'rc running a dreadful risk of an
ment."

elope>
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'• Nae offence, madam, I hope," replied Andrew: " but I'mvera sure ye wouldna, ony mair than Sir Thomas himsd' 1 k^,ee Mus Julia and Mr Mo«Iaun. jehuinj awa' inHat and«ur, and you and her father flying like t™ desperate tg^sXrthem, and no able to cateh them."
»«! iigers alter

.ilT^: t^"'''"
'"''* "" '"'"'"<"• " ">!» ««e™ to be a very

came Mr Mordaunt to consult yo,. in an affair of this sort?"Ye wouldna, Sir Thomas, hae me to be my ain trumpeter ? '
rephed our hero significantly.

"-umpeierr

nl^T^T' t "l^.'
"" ™'' '" *« ''"^!"«» »' "nee, my woM ispledged to Mr Birchland." ^

Sir'Th^**"'
*^°,"'''™' '"'''• ^"^ y» »''™ J"»' l"«»k your wordS. Thomas; for a broken word's naething to a broken hea""

s«bjec:;!'^;^rbaret'''"' "-' --"-^ ^-- » '-•'

nnl' ^* "
""f l™ """'' *™' *»'' Sir Thomas. I dinna thmk

out o tlie reach o reason a' thegither, or Iwouldna speak to you

dieLl^'^reLtlXr "- "" -^^'" =>•-^
matter with . „

n'"*'"™, hir Thomas, ye maun consider this

to gumption at a
; for ifs no past the bounds o' probability that

w~a':7wi";h''"vr''^
"-' '»" ""^ '»' y^--^^^^l

Csita "
S"'''"''-^'*. "" yoeontinue in this contmri^

co:sf:r'.?^sx' ^1^:;--r
'- '"'—

'° ^- -^

But ^f^v^'C.
''""'^ '^'''"'' " *"' I ^<« "« forcing about it

::ti»v-t^r:rwX^^^^^^^
^c'^rnsiTc^:-tr- ^'- ^'-^-•

priLTpkst"'riv"i:!r?"^ *° "y ''»'>ffl'ter-s honour andpnncipies! exclaimed the baronet wrathfully
"^ ^^u., uu., oxr 1 nomas, ye ken marriages are made in
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heaven, and it's plainly ordain't that Miss Julia and Mr Mor-
daunt were trysted there by their mutual affection ; and ye're
fighting against the laws o' God when ye would try to set aside
this natural attraction or aflfinity o' their spirits."

This touched the philosophy ofthe baronet, and opened to him
aview of the subject that had never presented itself to him before,
and he said, "Are you acquainted with the Newtonian philo-
sophy?" ^

" 'Deed no, sir
; I never fa^.h my head yrV sic havers ; for if a

man's void o' common sense, I wonder what the wiser he'll be
wi' philosophy. Can philosophy mend a club-foot, or put
understanding in a toom head ?—I doubt not. Truly, sir, it
behoves you to think on what I hae said. Firstly, there may
be an elopement

; secondly, there may be worse ; and thirdly,
and assuredly, one way or another, there will be a broken heart,'
and the sin and blame o'a' will rest on your head. Talk o' words
o' honour in a case like this! What's a word o' honour mair
than ony ither word? It's just wind. Sir Thomas ; and if ye'll
tak my advice, the sooner ye break it ye'll be the easier. O
Sir Thomas, ye look like a man that has something fatherly in
you! But think o' atild doited Jeptha; what did he get by his
rash vow? What consolation was it to him to see his lovely
daughter lying in her winding sheet? Words o' honour. Sir
Thomas?— Snuffs o' tobacco. But I'll sae nae mair at present,
I see ye're prickit. O Sir Thomas! Sir Thomas! there's nae
plaster for a wounded conscience, nor solder for a broken heart.
It will be an awfu' thing when ye lie down to die, to think o' the
shame or misery o' your only daughter; and that but for your own
outstrapalous obstinacy, ye might hae left her in feUcity, or
been laying your hand in prayer on the heads o' her bonny wee
bairnies, a' greeting like bleating Iambics at your bedside.
Think o' that. Sir Thomas—think o' that; and if ye can then
set yourself up against the laws o' God and nature wi' your daft
words o' honour, I ken mysel' what's the name that will best
fit vou."

The ascendency which our hero here assumed, and uncon-
sciouslv felt. Droduced a. nrnfnnnH t^ffont nn fi^^ v.o« i.» :_j

and heart. He rose from his seat and walked across the room

;
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SfoJlf-^'^Jr*'^
«t Andrew; he then seemed to tnrn hi,

at Iwt he said, " to come to me."
^

" That's a man," exclaimed Andrew, « noo ye're like yourserbasnet
;
gladly will I tell Mr Mordaunt-s„ I wishyl^Zgood morning. Ye see, madam, what it is to hae a Ld h3hie Sir Thomas

;
ifs the source o' a' delight and comfort in^worM, begett ng friends and qnenching fL Good morltoi

t

you again Sir Thomas, and to you too, madam." Td wi*th^ our hero qmtted the room, and sped with what sp«d hecould to inform Mordaunt of the happy result of his ™iV^

CHAPTER XLII.

ENCOtTRAGEMENT.

A raw days after this interview, Andrew found a letter from
h.s grandmother, which the master had written to her d ctaS^"
It re ated chiefly to some small matters that she was senlng

ibut It contained a postscript from TannyhiU himself, whichgave him more pleasur^h. coiUd not tell why-than even theaffecuonate spirit which breathed through L other Tmple

Mary Cunningham, who by this time had returned a fuU-blown young lady from Edinburgh to the Craiglands, in herwalks round the v.Uage often called at the cottage, and jocund'y
chatted with old Martha about Wheelie, as she slil'l con inu't
call him; and, at the time when the master was employed a^amanuensis on this letter, she happened to come in. On being
told for whom he ctter was intended, she said, in her light an!

Z'^^II'^K'
^"^7 """P'™™''. -nd Bay I am stiU w^t-

ing, and that he must do all he can to make his great fortune
soon, or maybe HI change my mind. Say, HI ^ harhTm
nnless he come in his own coach and four."

_.., „„„ „^„,^ „.^^„ j^g irecuom of the playful rattle,
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and literally wrote down the message as it had been delivered
add.n^ fro. himself, by way of news, " William0^^her brother, has gone mto the army, much to the grief and dis-

HnToTth^ f T*' ?^^««^«^^^ ^^ «« the last of the male

hl-r
*^;/"™'^^-

^l
^°r the laird," continued the master,he s just daunering about the doors in his old way, with his

hands, as you first noticed, in his pouches; but he's a blamelessbody and since h,s last increase, by the renewed tacks of theBraehead and the Loupmgstane farms, he has been very kind

nJl^^l^;Z^r''' '- '-' ^' ^^--^ --^ ^ the

ohZ!'ii'.''"M'"'^™/''^^"^
'^' ^P^^*^^' Charles Pierston

chanced to call, and said, on hearing the paragi-aph-for he hadnow begun to speak with an English accent-" Why, this isfrank enough?" ""y, ims is

"Hoot, Charlie," replied Andrew, "ye ken very weel I durstnever even myseF to Craiglands' only daughterjand yeZsee through her blethers that she's making a fool o' me 71n^ man-Mary Cunningham's setting her cap for a soldier-
officer in gold lace. The very sight of sic a puddock as mem the capacity of a joe, would gar her kick me ouer on myback wi her tae." ^
"Love is blind," replied Pierston;" "and who knows but shemay think you a likely, handsome fellow."
"If she did," cried Andrew, half seriously, "I would think

her a terrible tawpy-and I'm sure I would as soon stick a rose
in my bosom wi a kailworm in't, as take the bonniest lass that
ever was seen for my wife, that could be guilty o' ony sic haveril

^iTr^' /•'"! '^' '"' ^''' ^^ ^^^" ^"^ted to Sandyford
House, Charles had remarked a change in his deportment for

elSlerthL
"°! ^«-"«t, Andrew never having mentioned

either that circumstance or the masquerade. It had, however,
the eflPect of producing a feeling of deference to his opinionswhich he could not overcome. Wylie bore his raillery as gailJas ever; but there was a self-command, and a pith in some ofins observations, which beo-nf r rpor^^f !,«* .._.... . , .

r'l,^-! r 1 X.' ' ,« , .° i"^' "'«t ""cuiisciousiy madeCharles feel himself the inferior, in sp'- of aU his fashionable
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any'
feh and figure. Th« feeling, however, wa, unmixed wi.n anof that inv,d,ou8 alloy, whieh the secret sense of inferiority con,'-

naturally frank-hearted, and there was something in the char-acter of h.s friend whieh he liked, even while^,e could n"t
restrain Ins disposition to laugh at him.
Wliy a youth in Andrew's station should have concealed from

his companion the honour conferred on him by Lord Sandyfordwe shall not attempt to explain. It may be that he thS
Charles would suspect that he had been invited merely to make

?ZT"*Tv'"°;"""^^
eonsideration-or perhaps"^ udgLgfrom the ambitious love of show in his friend, he migit appre!

same fashionable parties. In either case his silence was pru-dent
;
and, If the result of the latter consideration, it did credit

his sagacity. But this is an abstruse subject. aU it is qSenough or us to state the fact; and also, that for some othergood and substantial reason best known to himself, Andrew also
as carefu ly concealed from Charles the amount of the ex7rao"
dinary salary which the earl had so generously obtained for him.This circumstance occasioned Pierston, after the observationwhich we have quoted, to say, "By tiie way, Andrew, you havenever told me the amount of 'the wage,' as you call ft, whLh

m"ch":'^?"'"
'' '' " "'^"^ *^ ^'^^^ grandmotherl-How

in I
Z' T ""^'' ^ ^""""^''^ P^""*^^'" ''^^'"^ Andrew, apparentlym a careless manner. ^ ^

and fot"wiI 7^, ^'"'r " :^ '"''' "?' ^""y ''''^' "•» «<"«>>and lour will be long of coming forward."
Andrew laughed, and said, " A plack wi' me Charlie, will ayegang as far as a pound wi' you-and I'm no fear't

"

" True," cried Pierston
;
" for I have no Mary Cunningham

to make me grip and gather."
""gnam

"Now, Charlie," again exclaimed Andrew a little pettishly,

esTuttt'rr-'rr '"^^-^^ ^^ "^^^^^ --^ ^-^jokes but Its no a friend's turn to tell me in that gait, thatpoverty ha3 debarred me from looking so high, even fhough J

.

had been as braw and as crouse «s vnnr«oi'

"

^
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" Upon my conscience," replied Pierston, laughing, " I had no

"n bve
""^ '^*''' '° ^''' ^''°^' ^^^ ^^"'''^'" ^''"®'*^^ ^"^ '^"P^y

Andrew reddened, and said sharply, "An I were sae, which Iam not, ye might spare me your jeers, considering the impossi-
Dihties between us."

" Poo poo!" cried Charies. " Faint heart ne.er won fair
lady-and wit, which you do not want, both in the stratagems
of love and war, is worth a weU-turned leg."

" What taught you to proverb sae glibbly the auld tale o'
Beauty and the Beast?" said Andrew, not displeased by the
observation " But, Chariie, to make an end o' a' debate on the
subject, ye 11 really oblige me by never speaking o' Mary Cun-
ningham; for ye ken as well as I do, that no lassie would be so
free wi ony young lad, if she had the least spunk of affection formm.

" Well, well !" exclaimed Pierston, « but get twenty thousand
pounds as fast as ye can, id then away to the Craiglands ; where
If ye speak auld crabbit A'- Mizy fair, PU bet ten to one thaJ

wirMar'"
""""'^ ^°^'^''' speculations than your chance

Andrew made no answer for some time to this, but .at pur-
sing his mouth for about a minute, when he said, « She wouldna
tak me wi twenty thousand pounds, and that's mair than I cannoo hope for.

t^r'r,'?.^
?^'^''' "^*^y °oo?-what has happened tomake the likelihood less than it was ?"

^Andrew had alluded, in his own mind, to the termination of
all further-hope and expectancy with Lord Sandyford; but not
choosing to explain himself, he said carelessly, " Atweel, I dinna
ken what for I should think mysel' less likely noo ^ an b-^fore
of getting twenty thousand pounds-and with this observation
the interview ended.

Pierston however, paid but little regard to the injunction with
respect to Mary Cunningham; on the contrary, he took every
opportunity of rallying Andrew more and more. And an event

^ i,.,,vv, t,ii«t TT«3 i;iuumai;ea to veniy some of



S04 8ia ANDREW WTLIB.

»tSr'°"°'" """=- "'' ^" '- ""' "-«- »f 'PO'ti-g

CHAPTER XLIH.

IHItOBT.

•<«

On the Sun<Iay fillowing, after the conversation described

2 .^t rii ? n
''• ^^ """ P™™'' n» «» be angnr withme, and III t,U you new,. Mary Cunningham's in 111™He brother ha, been wounded in one of tlfe late battfrtdshe, come up with Mis, Mi^y, to nurse him; forheW^na condition to be removed to Scotland "

it wouUir^'^ k'
the expression of our hero's countenance.

f!r?i .1
"* '^° *°"K'" """ he received any pleasure

frdT *"""^
'

'" "' "'°''«' ™"f-«>. »d "is ooVur wen"

" Rut M^'- "^ *" '"' •""•'- ™<' I '"'P« "•» >» deadly."

She dined with her aunt at my uncle's yesterdav W
.w "T'y/f.yo"; and I promised to let you know wVi»they are ,„ i^„g^^ f„^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^.^ ^7^ „ -ow where

Ihae no occasion," said Andrew, with great simplici-

,

feUo^^'i Cc?^*""'
""^ """ "" ''^^'o'- yo" 0" school-leuow

<^
I have come on purpose this morning to fake you with

s"lf bSet"* '™.:"' "^
^""'

'" ^ ^<'"
'
""0 MissXyw'self bade me say, that she has long forgiven the devUiy o' .1

out'o^°hat r :.,";"«: ""•,'"°': ''P"^'> Andrew; "for it wasout o tnat I
g ;i r,., fifty psalms by heart."

,--V
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Miss Cunnin,hanf;:urb:Vr:rg;
i ZT ^ ''"^/"^^

m that gait about her «Jn -»
*^ ^ **®'*'**' ^^^^ ^'aver

to pick I quarrel wra.e,:h7h"C? """"i
"" ""'"' ^^ "»'

intent to uo." ' """ '""^ »"d "=««»in ye hae no

hear°^i:^r:!l';;,«;'r«'
«-'on, ..if y„„ don't ,ike to

ham i».fln" pW.^' wT'? °' !?'".'' >"' «»« Running
taken out of y';."t„d, i '

''^°" "•"" "-^o ''•«-. »M te

" I'm in no eondiUon » ml^l
'" P™''"' '''" "'^dles.

"houw cork y„„^;","
B'/hor«,er' ,rr',r.""'witli you to see Willy and T i.™ u- .

*" "^ «^^ »<> go
•he-, aa .h„„gh,k^

'j '

'^^^j
^"P^^' «»ter may be out, for

" Then come with me rnd 'if ,h T t'!*'''
•''*'^°8 """

ston dryly, '.ye'll heTble 1 V ''""''•' '"' ""'•" »«i<l ««-
creatn4 Lty Mi^y • """' """* "^^ ''"'' "«' amiable

Andrew, f„„,ewha^ mTot 7^ '^"°'"'" """" ^''^

himself to go out wi.rcSes
^~'-'"""»--' "^ !•« P«pared

Pierston pretended to remirl rt... i,

mo^ pains than usual with"fa „IJ '
""""^ *° '»•=« » >'«'«

Andrew, surely ye nevTr intndT ,?"''
'^'''"''' "°'"'^""''

old-fashioned style ? I ,i„ ^V^ ''\" "" ™<='' '""<« i" that

ohanged yourSr andhZ ' "' *" "'"' y"" -o"'" "ave
" What-s the ml ,^ Jm,,-

"" 'P'""" '"^' '''"• S-"iay."

Pawlily, thini^ug: t;' ^Vt' ^'"f
"'" =*"' ™' h«™

with far more coLide^Z thin ", ''f
''^" »"»» '«>™

there.
.. There's norTektorer tl^^'T fr""""""hut .newooat i„ theyear, and this"maut::; Lrm"o2

Pierston, who was well aware of fhp n«- •
iAndrew's nim,,^.*

»ware ot the ongmal penurv nf
- -...«o.«„.e«, ana respected the firmness of his 'cha-"
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racter, did not push his raillery further on his appearance and

dress. Had he, however, been acquainted with the actual

amount of his income, he would have despised him as one of

the most sordid of mortals.

In their way to Cunningham's lodgings, he informed him

that his uncle intended to place him in business on his own

account, and hoped that in time he might have it m his power

to be of some use to Andrew. There was both pride 8,nd Jcind-

ness in this; but our hero felt only the warmth of the lat-.r

sentiment.

In this sort of conversation they reached Sackville Street,

where they found the Cunninghams in the second floor of the

same house where Mordaunt lodged. Pierston was a little mor-

tified to find them so far aloft, and blamed "the haining heart"

of Miss Mizy ; alleging that it was unworthy of people of their

fortune to be so meanly accommodated. Anilrew, without dis-

senting from this opinion, was pleased with the circumstance

;

because, by his acquaintance with Mordaunt, it gave him an

opportunity of being indirectly seen, as it werd, by Mary Cun-

ningham, on a vantage ground that he could not otherwise have

so easily reached. And with a view to this, -while he sent

Charles up stairs before him, he stepped into the drawing-room,

where Mordaunt was at the time sitting, engaged on some

papers connected with the arrangements for his marriage, which

was to take place in the course of the following week.

. Mordaunt, whose admiration of our hero's address and dis-

cernment was raised to the utmost by the happy effects of his

remonstrance with Sir Thomas, received him with the greatest

pleasure, saying, " I consider myself, Wylie, so much indebteu

to you, that I beg you will count me among your friends ; and

when at any time you can point out in what way it is in my
power to serve you, I trust and expect you will claim the fulfil-

ment of this promise."

At such a time, and when Andrew was on the point of visit-

ing Mary Cunningham, this assurance came to him like an

inspiring air ; and he said, " Whenever the time arrived that

he might go into business on his own account, he would take

the freedom of then applying to him.

'
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he'^houwlr '':\''''''l'}'^
^- Pr--e, and declared thathe should not only have him for a client, but that he would

T:dr:;\ThThir'^"
*^
^^f

°^^^^ --^*^ -^^^anarew, with this assurance of prosperity in hereafter urtMordaunt, and with a light foot mounted the sWrs^tle t
ti'.fe room above; wliere, Iinoeliinff with his k„„7kl. l,

u^mediateiy admitted by Ma.^ clnirgh™ ^^'
c' J.^Pierston was m the room with her ; and it was evident from theexcessive interjeetions of joy with which she rec iv^Wm thai&2 had been contriving some mirthful salutation Bu

case, there wm m her manner, almost immediately after a sen•.ment of unaifeced pleasure towards him, of a mormoderaTe'but deeper kind; and she treated him with someTh°~^£
»da"' the'""

'"'"^7 ""'"' ^""^'^'^ '-tween'aZtheana a sister. She expressed her satisfaction that he had been ™f rtunate to obtain the good-wiU of his master, and spoke oh m of the love and interest which his grandmotLer sh„w^ ,°

tion Bufth ""' '"t "' °™'y '""^ '"''^ «f - Me-llon But there was something Uke a feeUng of condescension

i^'Lt'ttTf'
*'' !"' '"'^''T "='" -- "-'- ^'"

*::;more put out of countenance, he was yet nmch better Dlcasal

dtribthltd"^
"" " '-''"' '''^^ -"«-»'IS

n'gUsp^^^^^^^^^
'"•'"^™" '"'""'» *« tombstone 'con-

But this momentary embarrassment was relieved hv th.entrauce of Miss Mi.-y, who came out of Cun^hamt b^S

h^sV:^*
:"•"" "', "f'"""-' --'.-'»'"y aXsSBersell vv th a simper to Pierston, who could with difficulty keenhis gravity, while she glanced askance at our he™ t on acreature of an inferior order of beings. Many ftinl haJ«=curred to convert Andrew's dislike of Miss Mizy'^le^

' fI r ^ L- 5.
""' ^'"'^"'" """'d '''h'ten'i, he said

hae thrlt^r. "' "", ''''" '^^'"« ™">''"^I -Jdna
a change ••

'" '"" """* " ''"" ""» ™"" hae been sic

The elderly gentlewoman did not well know what reply to
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make to this most irreverent salutation; but at last she said
tartly, "It's no the case wi' thee, Wheelie, for thou's just the
same wee blackent-like taid as when you left the Stoneyholm "

"Ay, Miss Mizy," said Andrew, "neither you nor me can
help our looks. We're baith made by the hand of God, and the
art o' man canna mend us."

"Thou was aye a sorrowfu' laddie," cried Miss Mizy, both
nettled and diverted by this address ; for, with all her acrid
humour, she was not insensible to the influence of Andrew's
droUery. "And they would need lang spoons that sup wi' the
de il. Howsomever, I'm glad to see thee looking sae weel, and
to hear o' thy weel-doing." And she then proposed that Andrew
should adjourn to see his old schoolfellow.

Time, which had not improved the charms of Miss Mizy, had
wrought a great change on Cunningham. He was grown into
a fine manly figure, and his profession had brought out and
confirmed the bold and decisive features of his character.
His wound, however, confined him to his couch, and he could
only welcome Andrew with a generous shake of the hand—ex-
pressing his admiration at the unchanged simpUcity of his
appearance.

Mary, who had accompanied our hero into her brother's
apartment, still harping on the old theme, reminded them of the
pyet-plot, and joked with Andrew on the loss of his first love
Maggy. '

Experience of the woild, the freedom, it may be the licen-
tiousness of a military life, had given Cunningham a knowledge
of womankind above his years, and he looked sharply for a
moment at his sister, in such a manner as brought a blush into
her cheek that spread over her neck and bosom; nothing how-
ever, further passed-for the necessity that Cunningham was
under on account of his wounds, of remaining undisturbed,
obliged them to leave the room, and return to that in which
Miss Mizy and Pierston were sitting. Andrew did not resume
his seat, but nodding a good morning, moved to go away. In
turmng round, his eye caught several cards on the mantelpiece;
a.nd, among others, he observed an invitation, sticking ostenta-
tiously behind the srlass. from his fripnH fV,o n.,«i,^o„ ^f t^^.v



CHAPTER XLIV.—STEATAGEMS.
£09

ingwell; but he said nothing. The moment, however that he

fle?M f"*'
'^ ^^"^"^^^ '^ «^^k^ «f Pierstorandlnimmediately to pay his respects to her grace.

CHAPTER XLIV.

STRATAGEMS.

Andeew from their first meeting, Iiad continued a ^reatfavour.te wth tlxe duchess
; but having, from motives ofdelfrvtowards Lord and Lady Sandyford, abstained from the paXsof their friends, her grace began to wonder what had become of

c^ri"' AfteTthf
b"'

'"
"""""T"^'™ ™™"^

^~
cordial. After the buoyancy and gladdenings of her iovouswelcome had subsided, she requested that he would mie aSof commg to her ball-the same to which Miss Cunninghland her aunt were invited.

vunningnam

"I'll do that, my leddy duchess, with the greatest pleasure

"

was his answer
; "forthere's a young lady frae the sameCnT;side wi' me, that I understand is likely to be there "

"And pray who is that?" cried her grace looking « iit.i
slyly, and not a little su^irised at the reas^ ^ '"'

of^siTntTouriib^i^:^^^^^^^
e^u^^he cuHosity of the d„ci:':rim'rii:::iyr

as weu as jest. She is very beautiful, and possesses an air of lifeand fashion uncommon for a country girl

"

"She's weel enough an' she be gude," said Andrew halfblushing, and with an affected simplicitv sm,„!.w1i • ^' fl
to parry the mirthful malice whicht2 C^^^fZ'^^enng for an assault, but in reality to inveisrhlT.„T'
.nee^sts

;
for he knew that the openL bar;CC3 IfW

o
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disposition would, if once engaged on his side, make little scruple
in setting hira oflF to the best advantage.

« Why, Wylie " she exclaimed, « how long have you known
Miss Cunningham ?

"

" Oh, ever since we were bairns
!"

" Bairns !" cried the duchess.

« It's a perfect tru^h," repUed Andrew ; « her father was the
laird, and Fm but a cottar's son—so I wouldna hae you fancy
because I should be glad to meet Miss Cunningham at your
ball, that I hae ony other motive than the pleasure of seeing an
old acquaintance."

" If any other being than yourself," cried the duchess, « had
said so, I might perhaps have half believed him; but I know
you too well, Wylie—my cousin Mordaunt has told me what you
have done for him, and that Sandyford writes you have more
skill m the cohimon law of human nature, than all the twelve
judges have of the laws of the land ; so no going about the bush
with me—I see you are in love with Miss Cunningham—that's
the perfect truth."

^

" Weel, my leddy duchess, an' I should be sae, I canna help
It-the cat may look at the king," replied our hero. " But it's
ae thing, your grace, for a man to admire, and another thing
for a woman to admire; and it's no reasonable to expect that
ever Miss Cunningham would have any thing more than the
kindly conder.-.ension of an old friend towards me."

" Now Wylie," said the duchess in a firmer tone, and with a
steady countenance, while her eye playfully sparkled, " I have a
great mind to be angry. How dare you, in this cunning man-
ner, try to make me your confident? for you know very well,
that a woman once in the secret of a lover, must needs take a
part. I see through your drift, friend

; you think if you could
get the backing of a duchess it might further your suit."

" Your grace," cried Andrew, interrupting her, « is cutting
far before the point. I never had ony sic thought, my leddy
duchess; and I think, considering who I am, and what Miss
Cunningham is, we have sported in this matter a wee thought
ouer muckle."

It can scarcely be questioned that her grace was right in her

|r ! I

"litiisa^
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conjecture, and that Andrew was actuated by a wish to lessen,
in the opinion of his mistress, the disparity which he felt so
deeply; but that he should have presumed to suppose a lady of
the duchess's rank would ever be brought to take any interest
or to feel any sympathy in his case, at first sight appears highly
ridiculous. He had, however, seen enough of the world to
know, that below a certain degree the great make no distinctions
of rank; and that the laird of Craiglands' daughter and the
cottar's son, considered from such an elevated pinnacle of nobi-
lity as that of her grace, would seem to stand on no very striking
inequality either of rank or condition. Besides, he was fully
aware that the familiarity with which he had been always
treated by the duchess, had entirely stifled any sentiment which
the humbleness of his birth might perhaps, in an earlier stage
of their intercourse, have occasioned to his disadvantage. But
whether we are attributing to him more machiavelism than he
really practised, or ascribing to the duchess more discernment
than she possessed, it is certain that the result was in consonance
with what we have stated of both; for her grace found herself
irresistibly engaged in his behalf; and from this conversation
after leaving the duchess, he seemed to be animated with a new
spint, the first manifestation of which was in ordering a new suit
of clothes, with strict injunctions to make them of the very finest
cloth, and in the neatest manner possible, and a little more in
the fashion than the cut of those he always wore, which were
the exact counterpart of the suit he had originally brought from
Stoneyholm.

In this new suit, on the night appointed, he made his appear-
ance at the ball. The duchess, with that sharp eye which the
ladies always have to the appearance of the gentlemen, saw,
at the first glance, the change in his garb; and said, that she
suspected Miss Cunningham's interest and influence had been
already beneficial to his tailor. At that moment Mary was
announced, and entered the room, leaning on the arm of her
aunt. In approaching towards the duchess, she was so startled
at seeing Andrew at her grace's side, and on terms of such fami-
liarity, that she became confused, and blushed, and seemed
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Utterly at, a loss to express the few simple common-places
requisite for the occasion.

The keen-sighted duchess saw her confusion, and gaveAndrew
a pinch between the shoulders ; hile, with her wonted urbanity
she said, " My dear Miss Cunningham, I am so rejoiced you are
come; for my friend, MrWylie here, has been beseeching me to get
him a partner for the next dance, so earnestly, that I was driven
to my wit's end. He is such a creature, that unless he obtains
one of the very finest women wherever he goes, he will not
dance at all."

Miss Mizy, who during this speech had recognized Andrew,
stooped forward and pried, as it were, into his face, with such
curious amazement, that he could with difficulty keep his gravity,
while he said, " Dear me. Miss Mizy, is that you? I thought
your dancing days were past."

" I declare," cried Miss Mizy, turning round to her niece,
and stretching herself up into the most lofty posture of con-
sequentiality, " it's that whittret Wylie !"

Mary by this time had a little recovered the emotion of her
first surprise; and while she clung, as it were alarmed, to her
aunt, in passing from the duchess she said, " Wheelie, I'll be as
plain as I'm pleasant—mind, you're no to expect me to dance with
you."

" It's vera weel o' you, Miss Mary," replied Andrew pawkily,
" to tak the fir^. word o' flyting ; but ye should first ken whether
ye're come up to ray mark or no."

Mary bit her lips and blushed. There was a confidence in
this retort that made her feel the^ inferiority of her feminine
bravery

;
and, for the first time, she was affected with an inde-

scribable embarrassment towards Andrew. He, however, con-
tinued at her side

; and, as he was well acquainted with many of
the most distinguished guests, Miss Mizy was delighted they had
fallen in with him ; for, unaccustomed to large and general com-
panies, she was peculiarly susceptible to that disagreeable feeling
of insignificance which the unknown multitudes of London uni-
formly awaken in strangers from the country.

When Andrew had paraded the rooms with them for some time,
and enjoyed his ovation, he enquired of Mary if uhe was really

L.::
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disposed to dance, saying, « I ken vera weel that ye dinna like
to hae sic a wee smytch o' a partner as me ; but, for auld lang
syne, I'll get you a partner."

By this time the lady's pride was a little cowed, and she
hesitated in her answer.

" Oh !" said Andrew, " ye needna be on any ceremony wi' me

:

for, in truth, I never dance ; so I'll let you aflF for the partnership
of her grace's making."

There was something in the manner in which this was said,
and in the look which accompanied the words, that brought the
crimson into Miss Cunningham's face.

" What are ye saying?" exclaimed Miss Mizy, observing the
confusion of her niece.

" Oh, naething!" replied Andrew, " but that Til get Miss Mary
another partner, which will leave me free to dance the Scotch
measure or the Blackamoor's jig wi' you, Miss Mizy. Eh ! what
a wonder it will be to a' the company to see you and me louping
and flinging like the witches in AUoway Kirk !" And after these
words he scudded from them through the crowd, towards a young
nobleman with whom he was acquainted, equally remarkable
^ir the beauty of his person, his self-conceit and shallow under-
tanding, and enquired if he would dance with Miss Cunning-
ham. Mary's appearance had by this time attracted the attention
of aU the men

;
and Lord Dimpleton, delighted with the proposal,

immediately went with Andrew, and was introduced to the ladies.
In choosing such a partner, it is not to be doubted that Andrew

had consideration for his lordship's endowments; for in the
selection, he paid a compliment to the decernment of his mis-
tress, with whom, according to the estimate he had formed of
her judgment and sense, he judged that neither the rank nor the
personal appearance of the young baron would have any preju-
dicial influence on his own pretensions—pretensions for the first
time felt on that evening.

Nothing else particularly occurred during the remainder of
the night. The two ladies, on account of Cunningham's illness,
retired early, and next day, when Andrew called, Mary was
cool and distant towards him ; while her aunt, on the contrary,

' ••"•^ """ "iiiis-e^ aiicxiuoij, expressing ner wouder and
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manners ofMissMl ^Jri ..''"'^ "•"" '"^ »"-«»
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Beauchamp himself assured him that he might likewise count
him among his friends, and claim his best oflSees as soon as they

could be of any use. But no incident gave him more pleasure

than a letter from Lord Sandyford, reguesting him to come to

Chastington Hall for a few days—an invitation which Mr Vel-
lum cheerfully allowed him to accept.

The object which the earl had in view in wishing to see him,
was with reference to a settlement which he intended to make
on the countess, but which, for some reason that he never
e!xplained, he wished to be kept secret even from Vellum.
Andrew was never fond of travelling post ; nor was he more

satisfied with the perilous velocity of stage-coaches. Irx his
jaunt to Chastington Hall, he therefore resolved to take his own
way. Accordingly, in the afternoon of the first day's journey,
as he intended to sleep that night at the seat of Mordaunt, to
whose happiness he had so essentially contributed, he left the
coach in which he came from London, and walked forward alone;
his portmanteau being, with many injunctions, entrusted to the
care of the guard, to be left at the Sandyford Arms—the public-
house at the park gate of Chastington Hall.

His road lay through an open forest, along the bottom of a
range of hills beautifully covered with verdure ; but except where
here and there sprinkled with sheep, they were lonely and silent.

The fantastic forms of some of the old trees were calculated to'

awaken romantic fancies ; while the pastoral tranquillity of the
hills had a sympathetic influence on the mind, and disposed the
passing traveller to something like a sense of awe.
As Andrew was onward plodding his solitary way, he hap-

pened, in one of the thickest parts of the wood, to observe a
troop of gipsies encamped at the foot of a spacious oak, to a
branch of which they had fastened a rope that suspended their
kettle. An old and withered hag, in a red cloak, the ancestress,
as she seemed, of the whole gang, was seated near the kettle,

endeavouring with her mouth to blow into flame a few sticks
and splinters which she had placed under it; at her side stood a
knavish black-eyed urchin peeling onions ; while at some dis-
tance a younger female, the mother of the boy, was picking the
feathers from a goose that had been missed that morning from
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•' What shall I do if the rain comes on before I get to bigdt

heaven
. The hghtn.nff flashed in hi, face, and the thundiT

nstantly rattled sueh a peel, that he ran eowering along as ifthe vault and rafters of the skies were tumbling about his'lol

of r^"
''™ '"""'^''^^y ^"'c^cd by large drops

.SV^'
"™ '^^

^l^'^"
''*'" ""'y "•« darkening hills, bare

2 sSs ""'
""^ "''""' '"^ '"™'' f"" °"''"'-"« shapes

1 V'^
"5'','"'!;^

^''J
"""^ ''''^™"'' ""d 'he thunder rolled

louder and louder The whole welkin was filled with blaeknestand the gloom of night invested every objeet long before thn
natural time. Still, however, the rain held off, exeeptt c .!
sional scattenng of broad and heavy drops, which indLted withwhat a deluge the clouds were loaded.
There was no time for reflection, but only for speed ; and asAndrew hastened on, he discovered, by the frequent g earns ofthe l,ghtnmg, that the forest was left behind, that the hiUs

receded, and that his road lay across an extensive common This

found that he bad strayed from the path, and was walking onhe grass. He tnt-d to regain the road ; but in doubt whetherit
lay on the nght or the left, in the search he went still moTandmore astray; and the rain beginning to descend in torrents, hisheart sank w,thm him. In this juncture he discovered, hylgleam of I,ght„,ng a large tree at some distance; andim^ed
by the immediate instinct which the rain awakened, he forgot
the danger of such a shelter in such a storm, and ran towards itScarcely however, had he taken twenty steps, when, in the midstof a fearful flash, the tree was riven into splinters by a thunder-
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» fT. .ST, r. ;r,-r:r.r.-z'iri"

fear ,t was deep, strong, and rapid, swollen, as it was into furby the torrents from the hills.
• »» « was, into fur^

dtoa^fin .1. ^ T^^
""'' »'"'»• ""-""""te pressure of

,^ r.. r?™'' ** **' ''''™ "PO" a stone, which he

ilS^ht"''"'"*^''^'^''"''''""'-'-''"--"*-^^^
He had not be«n long seated, when ho discovered a Ueht at

hTh ?r- ''r '""• •'""• ""<•. '«>
'
"-« " waTto him kehe h„sp. able eye of a friend, and he rose and walked eantroullv

and still the hght was beaming and alluring hL forwari andthe ram having passed off, he felt, although dripping wUh wetmore and more confidence as he advanced*
^

As he walked in a straight line, his path was ragged anduneven, and in many places interrupted with brambI™X'!h
which, however, he resolutely forced his way, afrld f he

light. By this constancy of perseverance, in the eou:«> of a short

:^v
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time he reached near enough to see that it was a fire, aroundwhich several persons, men, women, and children, wer seut^and pressing still on, he at length discovered a stew ke^«hangmg from a bough, and recognised his old ^,:a^:ZJ::t

This recognition did not at first produce any very agreeableemotions; but the horrors of the thunder-storm had somewhatchanged his mood. He was cold, and weaiy, and wet He wLalso not dtogether free from the pains of hunglr TheZ
theTo sff':!^e' *'^fr r^^'^"^'^

elimbeftheli/estf

that fL / •
^ ^ ""'"'^ ^^"'' ^'"^'-^ '""''^ '''' ^^^^"'•y contents,that fumed in a streamy vapour to the boughs- while the

cheerfully to one anothe -, their sparkling eyes and brighteningfeces giving an assurance of innocent thoughts and free^dlsTos"!

recoTnte^hfr A T7"^ ^^*^^ ^^^^'^^^^ immediately

the ?ov ha^ ^' T^""
^'^ *'"^^* °"^ ^''' "^^'^'^^ «"d beforetiie boy had time to say any thing, he stepped briskly to thegroup and said, "Honest folk, can'ye assist'a poor wavLt

toTaSCr' ''' '^^' ''-''''' '^ ''' «^-' -^ ^^"le ablf

for'^Ltv 7h!T^"*'i' T""" '^''^ ''^'^'^ ^"^ ™^de room

tTemse^et^he I-';-
"' f" ^^"^ ""'"^^ J^^^- -'"onghemselves, the stripling, whom we have mentioned as leading

1 bo^ ' 7w r^ T' '" '^'' '^''^ fr«'« ^hich he returned wi^ha bo tie hat he offered to Andrew, telling him it w-, brardvand to ake a suck. The offer did not require the ^d ofTuchpersuasion; and in drawing his breath, after having swalbweS

Somewhat invigorated by the brandy, and his clothes bedn-

how f 7' ^"
T'"^ ^"*" conversation with them enquWn:

Thlytld hrtt^^^^^^^^
'' ^-'' obtirS r'

il7' A r
* ^^^'^ ™ * ^"a&e, about two miles off

o^", T*' r^ '''' ^""^» f^"°^- the old reg^J^ental!'offered to conduct him thither nftpr cn^....- t_ ..
/^egimentals,

-ii^vi. iu uiu mean time,
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Mr

the pardmother, who had frequently tasted the soun wifli ^wooden ladle, at length declared it ready and thekpnT

Lii^'^r',*!''^"*™ ^™^-^' and slices;S
withaleo- .nrtl^. ; l . '

'""'"'"' P'^ented Andrew

hv t • ',r '
" *"' ""'''' ^o" *e hearts of the women

m'ur 'it I'^h""?' '""'f
" """^

'" -""^ from hro™mouth. It was this happy facility of adaptine himself m fl

so greatiy dre dedV^d^Tr^L i:i::"w?;S:e^rht: ^h^fellow whose Appearance seemed almost too uncouth for hl^a

"You wiU find but sorry quarters there," said the ffuide

an?h7:':„rThetrat%c rr^^^^^^^^^

^yws heir B uh ; ''^""'T-' ^^'" P"» "'' """".tdtry nis neart. But that you must do; for were I .een w tl,i„
h,s pahng, the hemp is not to spin that would pul my thrl^^e

"

' ""'>"" •>"""» '"'«'• ' '"".y l'a« it in my power to do as
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And he gave him hi? card, and wished him good-night.
It was now far in the evening; but the candles were still

burmng bright in the parlour of Dr Saffron, when our hero
rang the bell at the gate. A watch-dog, with an audible bav,
answered the summons

; and soon after, a servant in homely
hvery opened the door, and enquired who was there.

"Tell your master, my lad," was the reply, "that a younc
man m great need of a night's lodging, would be obliged to
him for a bed."

^

"Tell the fellow to go about his business!" exclaimed a gruff
corpulent voice from within, whose accents were scarcely more
civil than those of the mastiff.

" I have no other business at this time, reverend sir, and ye
had as weel let me in ; for my claes are damp, and my legs are
weary, and it will no be teUing you if ony thing ails me at your
door, replied our hero.

"Who are you ?~What are you ?" cried the doctor, showin-
forth his plump red visage, crowned with a white nightcap"
from behind the door, and holding a candle in his hand.

" I am a bewildered Christian," said Andrew slyly, « that was
overtaken by the storm, and glad to ask help of a gang of house-
less gipsy vagrants, that treated me with great discretion

; your
reverence wUl no surely be more uncircumeised than gipsies?"

" But wnat are you?" cried the doctor more earnestly, cominff
out into full view.

^ ^
"I'm by profession in the law," replied Andrew, "and was

only passing through this part of the country."
" Have you no horse, no carriage ? " exclaimed the parson.
1 have nothing of the sort," was the reply. " In truth sir

ye never had a better opportunity to do a ceevil thing in you^
lite, than to take me In who am a stranger in this land."

" It k a bold request to come to any gentleman's door, anddemand quarters in this manner," repUed the doctor; and hewas on the point of ordering the footman to come in and shut
tne door, when onr hprn nnnroTi/^noi.r^ ^c i_- •

. '
.

""
' -i-i-'-....iioirc ux pruiungmg tne con-

versation m this way a Uttle too much, said, « It's vera true, n
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Beech ..ove.in^tiZ^ho^ ,S f/th^fitr
"'

*^ me, ana Here 1 am at your mere ful hosDitalitv '»

There was something in this that the doctor iTk^beL ththe previous conversation on^ v,

""i-ior n^ea better than

discovered, notwithstanding hi horiy^xtl^^^^^^^ .'?'
"'»

accustomed to good societv
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a fpw fn^K 1
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that I fear he w^ 'n^
•'""^'' ""'' "^ ™'"' »» ""^^"'^i.

nature Jaioaon"'™" """ "• """="' *•= ""ligations of
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" Where is he now ? " said our hero.
" That I cannot answer," replied the doctor : « I would memuch to know; for this very afternoon I received a letter from

one of his friends, the contents of which have greatly distressed
me. He has not been seen in London for some time, and no
one of his acquaintance there can teU what has become of him."

" That's very distressing, sir; very distressing, indeed!"
observed Andrew thoughtfuUy; and he then added, « The last
account we had o' him waa he's being in the neighbourhood of
i^lderbower with the countess."

" Possibly he may still be with her-where is she ? " enquired
the doctor. ^

" No,"^ replied Andrew, « her leddyship is no just left so far
to hersel

.
Ever since the discovery, she has been Uving a very

penitent life in one of her father's old castles, where ravens and
howlets are the only singing-birds she can bide to hearken to
Mayle Mr Ferrers has fled the country."
"According to his friend's account, that is not likely to be

the case, for his means were entirely drained ; he had lost every
thing, said the doctor. " Indeed, the occasion of the enquiry
respecting him is of such a nature, that nothing but the most
extreme ruin could have given rise to it."

" It's a sore thing to have ill-doing friends. But I trust and
hope that he's no under hidings for any thing worse than his
cuckooing."

The doctor looked severely at the levity of this expression:
but he aadcd, with emphasis, « There are sins which deeply
injure society, more venial than crimes of far less turpitude.
Nothing but actual insanity can palliate Ferrers' offence."

" Tm concerned to hear't-what is't?" said Andrew, drawing
his chair a Uttle closer to the doctor, and looking earnest and
grieved.

" He abandoned an Italian girl who lived with him, and left
her on the eve of becoming a mother, almost literally without a
shilling. Overwhelmed with the sense of her situation, and
poverty, she rashly fallowed him to Castle Rooksborough, where
she died suddenly in giving birth to her child."
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"And what has become of the baby?" said Andrew, com-
passionately.

" Fortunately, as I have learned, on sending over this after-

noon to my friend, the rector of Castle Rooksborough, a lady

of rank happened to be passing through the village when the

melancholy occurrence took place, and humanely left money,

not inly to defray the expenses of the mother's funeral, but the

nursing of the child."

" How long ago ?" said x\ndrew eagerly.

The doctor was startled by the quickness of the question, and,

instead of giving him a direct answer, said, " You seem sur-

prised."

"What did they ca' the leddy?" exclaimed our hero, still

more impatiently.

"She wished her name concealed; but some suspicion is

entertained ih&t it was no other than Lady Sandyford."

At these words Andrew leaped from his seat, and ran dancing

round the room, cracking his fingers, and whistling triumphantly.

The reverend doctor threw himself back in his chair, and looked

at him with amazement. At last Andrew halted, and going

close up to him, said, " Oh, but ye hae told me blithe news I I

could wager a plack to a bawbee, that I have been ane of the

stupidest creatures that ever the Lord took the trouble to put

the breath of life in."

Still the doctor could only look his astonishment. " Ay," con-

tinued Andrew, " ye may weel glower with the een of wonder

;

for really this is a joy unspeakable, and passing all understand-

ing. rU set off for Chastington Hall this blessed night— no

;

m gang first to ray leddy, to make all sure. Weel, who could

have thought that Providence was, in a storm, to make me an

instrument in this discovery."

" Discovery! " echoed the doctor mechanically.

" It's better than the longitude— it's the philosopher's stone!

Oh, doctor, doctor ! the genie of Aladdin's lamp could not play

pew to you! What's apple-rubies and plum-pearls to charity

and heavenly truth ? But I maun compose myself, for I see

ye're terrified, and think I'm going off at the nail."

V<;(»VVV^Ai**Q^ T •-•*.»« t» ft efci»*-^s» *ww %»i.^- ? ^*»«^ftaft^,»ft^^^, -^m^
ti T
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\omonnp> nf

your conduct," said the doctor emphatically. " This news,
which was to me so fraught with affliction, seems to you preg-
nant with great pleasure."

"It's an ill wind that blaws naebody good!" cried Andrew,
still unable to bridle his joy. " But what's pleasure to me bodes
no ill to you. Depend upon't, doctor, there's as little truth in
that foul tale of your nephew and Leddy Sandyford, as in a
newspaper clash. The bairn was thought a living evidence of
the fact."

"I wish, sir," interrupted the doctor, "that you would take
time to explain what it is you allude to."

Andrew, then, with as much method as the flurry of his
spirits would allow, related the mystery and suspicion which
had attached to the child of the Rose and Crown, declaring his
persuasion of Lady Sandyford's perfect innocence ; and that even
" the black story" of her fainting in the arms of Ferrers, would
prove, on examination, nothing worse than " the likeness of a
ghost cawkit on a door."

The mind of the worthy rector seemed to derive some degree
of satisfaction from this assurance; but he still deplored the
wickedness of heart which instigated his nephew to abandon
the poor Italian girl in a situation so interesting.

By this time supper was brought in, and Andrew having re-
flected a little more considerately on the business, agreed to
remain were he was that night. Next morning, however, the
doctor's servant was sent to the nearest town for a chaise, and,
during his absence, the village was thrown into great consterna-
tion, in consequence of a nobleman and his servants having
found the body of a man who had been robbed and murdered by
two gipsies in the forest during the night. The stoiywa^ in-
coherently told

; but the circumstances, wild as they were, made
our hero shrink with an involuntary feeling of apprehension, for
he had no doubt that the robbers belonged to the gang he had
met with. \^Tien the servant returned, he learned that the
nobleman was Lord Sandyford, and that his lordship was still

at the inn, to attend the coroner's inquest, whither he resolved
to proceed immediately.
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CHAPTER XLVIII.

rl

THE EXAMINATION.

Although Lord Sandyford had allowed his spirits to sink
after what was considered the full discovery of hU lady's inH
dehty, still he occasionally rallied; a« : uring of his friendMordaunts marriage, summoned resok , : enough to pay hima complimentary visit. In passing the forest early in the morn^mg on his return from this visit, the post-boys who drove his
lordship suddenly stopped, and the groom in attendance on
horseback, riding up to the window of the carriage, informedhim that the body of a man was lying on the road, and that hesaw two men gipsies by their appearance, part from it, and rush
into the wood. The earl immediately ordered the body to bedrawn off the high-road and laid on the grass, and the post-
boys to make all the haste they could to the nearest town-the
same to which our Nro had sent for the post-chaise. On his
arnval there, a pu. ty was immediately formed to bring the
body, and to scour the forest in quest of the murderers: for itwas not doubted that the gipsies who were scared from the body
had perpetrated the deed.

^

By the time Doctor Saffron's servant had arrived at the rectory
with the chaise, the body was brought to the inn where the earlw^

;
and the two gipsies, the father and son, with whom Wylie

had been so hospitably treated, were taken prisoners, and like-
wise carried to the town.

A coroner's inquest, in order to^ occasion as little delay as
possible to the earl, was immediately held ; and both the post-
boys and his lordship's groom swore that the two gipsies were
the persons whom they had seen quit the body on the approach
of the carriage. Indeed, no doubt could be entertained of their
gmlt; for a gold watch and several other articles, which were
known to be the property of the deceased, were found in their
possession-the body being immediately recognized to be that
of a Mr Knarl, who resided in the neighbourhood. A verdict
of murder was accordingrly Dronounced ao-nincf thr> ««:o
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and they were taken to the court-house before Sir Hubert Mow-
bray, the lord of the manor, and a justice of the peace.
The gipsies vehemently protested their innocence of the crime •

but the young man confessed that he had plundered the body
declaring at the same time that he found it lying dead on the
highway.

Sir Hubert was of opinion, and indeed all present concurred
with him, that there never was a clearer case of guilt- and he
added, from his own knowledge, that in passing through the
forest with his servant late the preceding evening, he had seen
two men by the moonlight skulking among the trees, and one
of tliem he could almost himself swear was the younger prisoner.
The gipsy admitted that this was true, but said, he was con-

ducting a gentleman who had lost his way in the forest, and in
verification of this, presented our here's card.

Sir Hubert looked at the card, and warmly expressed himseJf
on the barefaced falsehood of the statement; saving it was
absurd to suppose that any gentleman would, at such an hour
be passing the forest witb such a guide; and he added, the pro-'
babUity rather was, that the card had been taken from the per-
son of the unfortunate victim. All the gipsies, young and old
were present at the examination; and the grandmother, during
the whole time, preserved a sort of emphatic silence, with her
eye steadily and sternly fixed on the baronet ; who, while com-
mentmg on the story, carelessly tore the card, and threw it on
the floor. The boy who received the half-crown from Andrew
watched the old woman intently ; and, on receiving a signal
from her, stooped down and picked up the pieces.
At the close of the examination the father and son v ere

ordered to prison. The rest of the family immediately retired.
The father looked fiercely at Sir Hubert when he signed the
warrant for their committal ; and the young man, with horrible
imprecations, exclaimed against the injustice of their doom-
but while he was declaiming, the old woman touched her Up
with her forefinger, and he instantly became silent, and followed
his father quietly, but sullenly, to jail.

.
•;

"^'^^ '--«"j^"iu, wiiu iiau lasen a deep interest in this
impressive business returned from the examination, he sent in
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quest of the gipsy women and their children, for the purpose of
giving them some assistance, and to obtain an explanation of
several circumstances which were not, in his opinion, very clearly

made out. In fact, the whole proceedings had been conducted
in a troubled and unsatisfactory manner. There was a tremor
and haste about Sir Hubert, and a horror in the minds of the
spectators, which at once awed and interested him. But his

messengerwas unsuccessful—thewomen, immediately on quitting

the court-house, had left the town. This desertion of their rela-

tions did not improve the opinion which his lordship had formed
of their character ; and while he was speaking to the landlord
on the subject, a post-chaise drove up to the door. The land-
lord, as in duty bound, left the room to attend the stranger; and
the earl, going forward to the window, was agreeably surprised
to see the lil^le sidling figure of our hero alight ; nor could he
refrain from smiling when he saw Wylie pay the post-boy; and
the lad, after receiving his optional, apply for an addition ; and
even after obtaining another sixpence, still go away grumbling.
Although Andrew had hastened with the express intention of

communicating his joyful discovery respecting the mysterious
child, a degree of diffidence overcame him when he entered the
room, chiefly perhaps occasioned by the altered appearance of
the earl ; the elegant languor of whose expressive countenance
was deepened into a pale and settled melancholy. " I am rejoiced

to see you," cried his lordship, with an effort to be gay ; " but I
have one injunction to lay on you, that is, never to speak of
Lady Sandyford, or allude to her story, beyond what may be
requisite to the business for which I wish your assistance."

" But if I brmg you glad tidings of her purity, my lord,"

cried Andrew.
" The earl interrupted him, by saying, " It is not a matter in

which I take now any interest, and I request you to be silent on
the subject."

Wylie, as if he had received a blow on the forehead, staggered
backward, and seated himself for some time without speaking.
The earl was evidently affected by his mortification ; but without
noticing it, immediately began to relate the circumstances at-

tending the discovery of the murder, and the singular story of
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the younger gipsy repecting the card, this led our hero to
recapitulate his own adventures in the forest

ner in which he got the card, is perfectly true
"

" As gospeV; replied Wylie emphatically; " and, consideringhes a g,psy, rm far wrang if he isna an honest inan, gin w!make a proper allowance for his tod-like inclination to other
f ks cocks and hens; but that's bred in him by nature, out rfhis neighbounng wi' puddocks and taids, and other beasts ofprey that den about dykes and ditches."

" But," said the earl, « the proof is so strong against him, that
.t IS impossible to doubt." And hi, lorishfp then stated circumstantially what had taken place at the e,lination.

Ihe old woman is a pawkic carlin," said Andrew: "I saw

a boddle to a bawbee that the whole clanjamphrey of theml^awa to London to speer me out, in order to get me to be^trtimony as to the card. But I wonder, my loTd, hat ye aSowrfthejustic^ to rive the card!"
j«»"uwea

I.

"^^7^'
"^"°^°f

^l"«nce," replied his lordship, "because hehad himself taken down your address." .

"^^cause ne

" I dinna ken," said Andrew thoughtfully. « Howsever I'llgang to the Tolbooth and see the gipsy lad, and heir "hat hehas to say for himsel'. He's a toozie tyke in the looks th«fma^m be alWt
:
but a rough husk often e'overs a s^eetW^

CHAPTER XLIX.

PRESUMPTIVE EVIDENCE.

While our hero and the earl were thus conversing Wether,
Sir Hubert Mowbray was announced. He came fo pay hT^
respects to his lordship, and to express his hope and wish thathe would attend the trial of the gipsies.

•' i wiii undoubtedly be present," said the earl; « but unless
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it is absolutely necessary for the ends of justice, I would decline

being a witness."

Sir Hubert assured him that every due consideration would
be paid to his lordship's feelings with respect to that point, and
took his leave.

" I think," said the earl, " he does not appear to be pleased

at the reservation I have expressed ; but really it is so shocking

a thing to be in any way concerned in offering up the sacrifices

which the law so sternly requires, that a man may well be
excused for being reluctant to bear witness in the case of a
capital offence."

" He's certainly no content with something," said Wylie
thoughtfully ;

" and I am sorry to see that he would fain hae
the gipsy hanged. But he's no the first man I hae heard of that

has a yearning for blood, and would hunt their fellow-creatures

down even to* the death, wi' an appetite in their mmds as fell as

the hunger of a rabiator. But, my lord, the gipsy, for the ends

of justice, must be protected ; and Til go and see him imme-
diately anent the same."

Lord Sandyford was pleased with this alat. ity. He had never
given Andrew much credit for generosity ; but the warmth of

gratitude which he had manifested in his own case, with respect

to the countess, and the interest which he now seemed to take

in the fate of the friendless vagrants, convinced him that his

merits did not entirely consist in his humour, nor in that intui-

tive perception of the manageable points of character, by which
he had been so often surprised and diverted.

By the time our hero returned from the prison, the earl had
ordered his carriage to be in readirtess to convey them to Chas-
tington Hall. But Wylie seemed in doubt and perplexity when
he came back.

" The gipsy," said he, " is as innocent of the bloc 1 as the babe
unborn. I could stake my right hand upon that—but for rifling

the body, I hae little to say for him. I think, however, that it

cannot be highway robbery ; nor, indeed, f y thing beyond the

iifting of a waif, provided it can be shown that he was willing,

upon certification of proof, to make restoration to the heir. Now
the heir, in this case, has as yet made no demand."
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detltin! T: 7^''^'' '' ^' ^'^^ ""' "°*' ^ «^""«* presume todetermine; but I must say it looks very like common sense-
replied the earl

;
"and with respect to 7he murder, if y u canclear him of that. I should think the robbery will not place hTmjn any very perilous jeopardy. It will, I f/ar, howevetwy'"

be a difficult task to prove, to the satisfaction of any jidge «;jury, tha two gipsies seen near a murdered man, and af em rdfound with property in their possession known to have beenabout the person of the deceased, were not guilty of the murckr

"

sfriniT ' T •^' ^"* ^^'" ^ ^^« *^« "^ht end of the
s ng I never despair. A deed has been done-somebody did it

;

but that somebody is no the poor ne'er-do-weel gipsies-o;
guilt has more guises than hypocrisy can put on."

I certainly," observed the earl, « >vould rely, in any case,^yhe, where management was requisite, on your sagacity; bufacs are stubborn things, and a gipsy is from his birTh mulcted
of more than half the rights of any other man "

hnZr^^'i
"' \^ ^" "^'"P"''^' "^y ^"'*^' * e'P«)^'« <^haracter, a

hachels slovenliness, and a waster's want, are three things a.
far beyond a remedy, as a blackamoor's face, a club-foot, or ft
short temper. But, as your lordship weel observes, facts are
stubborn things

;
they are stepping-stones in the mire, and it isby them that I hope the do-na-gude may get over his present

danger; at least, I'll try to lend him a helping hand. But no to
trust altogether to the weakness of my own judgment, I'll hasten
to London for the advice of some more experienced head."

earl

^'''' ""'" °°* ^"^ "^''^ ""^ *"* ChastingtonP" said the

^ "J^m"" ^T?'^'P ""^"""* ^'^P^^' '^ i° a« instance of life and
death like this; but, gin ye please, I'll take a nook in the car-
riage wi you as far as the road lies in my way. It's however
on a bargain that your lordship winna try to sift any more cfmy opinion in this business."

"Agreed!" cried the earl; "and I presume, as you were on
your way when you halted here, you will have no objection to
set oft With me immediately."

"Hooly, hooly, my lord!" exclaimed Wvlie. resnmJno. Hi,
wonted familiarity; "there maun be twa words about thatr Tn
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PI

B»
'

the first plnce, I'm neither a swallow nor a cumelion, to feed on
the air of the lift; and, in the second, a journey requires pro-

While the waiter was laying the cloth for some refreshment,
Andrew went down to the stable-yard of the inn, and saunter-
ing for a few minutes, apparently without an object, asked a
post-boy which of his comrades had been with Lord Sandyford-
and the lad having pointed them out, he went towards them, and
said, 'Hech, sirs I but it was a terrible job ye had o't wi' mv
lord. I wonder, for my part, that ye ha« got so soon the better
o t, that ye can already whistle sae light-heartedly. How, in
the name o' gude, did ye no notice the man? if ye hadna driven
like deevils ouer him, maybe he might hae recovered."
The post-boys stared at an imputation which had never en-

tered any other head, and one of them declared that the man
must have been dead several hours. The other also us stoutly
asserted, that the body was stiff and cold; indeed, so much so.
that It was like a log when he assisted to drag it from the road
upon the grass. Wylie made no remark on this circumstance
but treasured it up in his own mind. It was certainly not at all
probable, that if the gipsies had killed and robbed the man at the
same time, they would have returned to the body; and the de-
claration of the son, that he had found it lying dead on the road,
when disturbed in plundering it by the approach of Lord Sandy-
ford s carriage, derived some confirmation from this testimony

^

Our hero himself could bear witness for the gipsy, from the
time he had joined the rest of the band at supper; and Doctor
baffron and his servants would be^ satisfactory evidence of the
hour of his arrival at the gate of the parsonage.
"About what time," said Andrew to the p.:t-boys, "was the

deceased last seen alive?"

Nobody in the stable-yard could give any satisfactory answer;
but Sir Hubert Mowbray's groom happening to come in, on
hearing the question, stated, that he and his master had passed
him on the road about ten o'clock, and not far from the spot
where the murder had been committed.
Andrew recollected that ten was struck on the church clock

as he was standing at the parsonuare-e-ate—and flip o-?no« i.<.a
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only then just left him, and could not be seven miles distant, for
80 far off the murder ha<l been committed, till at least an hour
after. But he only observed to ti.e groom, thnt he and his
master had not passed long before the murder was committed,
as it appeared the deceased could not have walked far from the
spot where they had seen him. This remark startled the fellow,
and our hero saw his confusion ; but, taking no notice of it'
changed the current of his enquiries to some general reflections
on the atrocity of the crime, and the strong circumstances that
bore agamst the gipsies. In the course, however, of a few
minutes, he said to the groom, "Iwonder that you and your master
were not afraid to be wandering through the forest at that time
o' night, like two babes ii the wood."

« Bless your heart," replied the groom, " we never fears no
nothmg there at all, besides being, as you sees, on horseback.
Why, soon after we passed that there poor soul who has been
killed, master sent me off to order a po-shay here for him in the
morning, to take him over to Sir Thomas Fowler's fox-chase
and rode home himself."

'

" Yes," said one of the post-boys, " we lost a good something
by the job; for Sir Hubert in the morning could not have the
chaise, till so be it that these murderers were done for, and now
he won't go at all till the 'sizes are over."

"To be sure," said our hero, "it wouldna be a decent thing
of him, as a magistrate, to be jaunting and gallanting about the
country, when such a judgment has happened at his own door.
I dare say, poor gentleman, it gives him great concern."
"You may say that," replied the groom, "for he has done

nothing all day but fidget about, ordering and counter-ordering;
and I don't wonder at it, for the dead man owed him a power of
money for rent—and I suppose, now he's gone, that master won't
touch a farding."

Some difference arose among the post-boys and menials, as to
the law of this opinion. In their discussion Andrew took no
part, but walked away thoughtfully, as if he intended to return
into the house, when suddenly he turned round, and cried to
the groom, "Hey, Thomas Fowler, I want to speak to you!"
beckoiiiug to him at the same time. "From what you say,
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Thomas, of the poor man that was killed. I fear his family will
be very ill oflF. Thomas—your name's Thomas Fowler, I think
you said p

"

" Lord bless you !

" said the man ;
" my name's Robert Jenkins

—It's master's friend they call Sir Thomas Fowler ; and as forMr Knarl, who has been killed, he had never no family at all
being: you sees a single man."

'

" But I suppose he has died much and justly lamented by all
who knew him," said Andrew.

" As for that," replied Robert Jenkins, « I cannot for a surety
take It on me to say; but I knows he was a damned hard-
mouthed chap, and never could give no civil answer at all

"

" Then, after all, Robert Jenkins, I'm thinking there hae been
greater losses at the Shirra Muir than his death," sair^ our
hero, and abruptly returned into the house; and, de.^patching
his repast, entered the carriage with Lord Sandyfcrd, and w^
hastily driven off.

CHAPTER L.

SAGACITY,

Wylie, from his arrival in London, had continued to lodge
Jith Mrs Cal!ender till Mr Vellum took possession of Sandy-
ford House, when the solicitor, apprehensive that the eari might
change his mind, not choosing to dispose of his own residence
gave it in custody to Jacob, an elderly married man, who acted
as his porter and special messenger. With him Andrew was
allowed the use of a bed and pariour ; and the address on the
card given to the gipsy was, in consequence of this arrangement
from the house in Queen's Square.

'

It was^late in the evening when, after parting from Lord
Sandyford, he reached London; and on entering Queen's Square
he found a mob assembled round the house, and the gi / woman,'
35 he suspected, already there ; and on advancing towards them]
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besieging the doorT
"^^^ '"^"""^ '''^' '"'*°^^ ^y J^^ob for

The gipsies soon recognised him nnrl nU
tears claimed his promised p otecta hA 7^^^^^^ '"
in divining the motive ofthJZT -'

.
^^^ "° mculty

in their bfhalf wrthlt^^^^^^^^ ^^^^-"^
neighbourhood, readily obtreV^ 'i riv^l^^^H

^

requested the constables to advise the crowdTrr
*^'"

he directed Jacob to r<^ceivP thlL ! •
^ ^''P^''^' ^^i^e

get them something to eTt
''""'' "^^ *'^ ^^^^h^' -^

While the gipsies were descending into the arP« th.' kfactor was admitted by the hall HnJ ! ' ^'^ ^^"^"

parlour, he said to Jaco'b, " I da" say tLfn 'J"
-"'""^^ '""^

daub baith at cawk and keel. wS^n^^ 1^ ^^^ ^ ^

foZe'IpS:'
^"'""' "'^"^^^^^ ^^ ^- ^- getting your

Jacob firmly denied the fact. « Indeed "
said h. u.i, . .

were ve^ sullen, and have been sleep nt on til' '^'T'''afternoon
; and when w.^ nr^.rJ 2 ^ ^ '*^P' ^^^ tbe

would ,„. We do':;^„rs,is;:rhr^- ^""

upj,??"
*^'' "^ """"'"^ "^ «'^ -J'^ -rand they had come

"No," replied Jacob; "but they were m>,„l,
hear that it was uncertain when you Zld he h» T ^7" *"

they would not go awav from ...
"7 ,

^^'' ""'' »". <«

custody." ^ ^ °" ""' ''"'"' I "^•«1 them into

ke: whatzzi!:vTe tuft":;: t* '

^""^ •«
'
-""'< ''« *»

wo,„an
;

and'hear";:'^ 'tHharrr""'' "" '"^ ""^
nor sn,a- things 2yi„g loose^bou f„r /Jp ,: T T"'tinkers, and ye would need an c'e in vonr n„!.w'^ ^^ ""''''

As soon as the old woman wa ZIZ into iTI "'"•"

hero said to her, "Ye hacna been wJ^.TJl'^'^'"''' "^
.. „,,^^ lionest woman.
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1

i

4

in paying me a visit. What's happened to you, and whar's your

guderaan and your son ?"

The gipsy faithfully reported the whole proceedings, with

which our hero was already acquainted ; and the unvarnished

accuracy of her narration made him respect her veracity. To-

wards the conclusion of her story, she became animated and

agitated, especially when she described the scene which took

place at the examination ; asserting, with great vehemence, that

Sir Hubert Mowbray himself was the murderer.

" Base scoot!" exclaimed Andrew, affecting more indignation

than he felt ; " what puts such a thought into your head ?
"

The old woman made no reply, but looked steadily in his face

for some time; and then added, "What I say is true; and you

believe me."
" Wheesht, wheesht, ye auld runt

;
you ought to be flung into

a mill-dam, and left to sink as a Christian or swim as a witch.

But what reason hae ye for this notion?"

" Why was he so greedy," cried the accuser, " of every thing

against my son? The hope of safety flushed on his cheeks, and

glistened in his eyes, whenever any thing came up against him.

Why did he tear your card ? I saw deceit in his visage when he

did it. I doubt if he has written down the true name ;
for I

watched the motion of his fingers in the act, and they ran not in

the way the letters on the card do. His hand was shaking at

the time, albeit he is a man of a stout heart."

This suggestion with respect to the card made the blood run

cold in our hero's veins ; and, as he eyed the old woman with a

wary and eager look, he said, " Ye're no canny, gudewife—ye're

no canny. But gang awa' back to your ain country side ;
and

when the trial comes on, I'll be there."

The sybil made no reply to this ; but, with a token of respect,

moved to leave the room. On reaching the door, however, as

she took hold of the handle, she turned round, and said solemnly,

"I can see the light through the horn, and the bird in the

shell."

" Cast nane o' your cantrips here, lucky, but do as I bid you,"

said our hero, seriously alarmed. In the same moment he rang

the bell, she opened the door ; and smiling with an expression
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that might be described as full of a mysterious and benignantsuperiority, again curtsied and withdrew

^^^^'gnant

fo liTs ire^^
''^ "^^^'^^ ^^ '^^ fi-^ P^-, and then returned

jy^^'^Yi
'^'^ T ^''° *° ^'"^ ^ he entered the room "I

rr^' !
"" '^' ^^' ™"^^ '"^^^ht than honest folks • andI warn you to cross her loof wi' siller. There's five shulgs toyou to help you to get well rid o' her out o' the house " ^

Jaccu was not a little imnrp««P^ ^ux. *u-

beginning to relate ^^7^11^^^:,'^^-';-

to mak the Hkeo- ,ou, Jacob, belS pade!XlKPtas
;
so look to you^er, Jacob, orwha kLwh"bS

a.piece to tbe wee altlt-Sl^ ot^rT^^ hati^L^

knowsttt ^ u'"!:™ ^ ''""'."• '"""P"' '•'" heaven ^nlyKnows What will be the o'ercome o' this visitation."

saw Aat U2 .''

"'' """'"^ P"'" "" ^'''' »<> «>' herosaw tnat it was quite unnecessary to nut him m^.o
guard, either with respect to the wLs ofTle Zi""n theTor .n,press him with the necessity of gettiS"" of"h^Indeed, when Jacob went down stairsfnothing was tooId &;

ifs:::;ttnrti'''"
•'^''''^^ "'^"'^ -'^fiedX!::^";
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CHAPTER LI.

A FRIENDLESS BARRISTER.

When the old woman had retired, our hero went immediately to
Sandyford House to consult Mr Vellum, who expressed great
surprise at seeing him so soon back. He was, however, too much
a man of the world to make any enquiries ; but when Andrew
mentioned that he had fallen in with the earl on the road, and,
in consequence of some things connected with that meeting, he
had been induced to return to town, he was not altogether
satisfied in his own mind, and thought his lordship showed
something like a prejudicial partiality, in confiding so much in
a person so ftir below himself in the consideration of the world;
nor was this apprehensive feeling allayed, when Andrew said,
" Noo, Mr Vellum, I want your assistance in a great cause that
I have taken in hand, for a person to whom, in a time :>f straits,

I was indebted for no small civility. Lord Sandyford, as well
as myself, is concerned in the occasion. It's no in the eye of the
world a thing by common, nor, in truth, what ye would be fashed
with

; but I'm bound in gratitude and humanity, Mr Vellum, to
see the parties righted. T ?vo decent men in thdr way, a father
and a son, Mr Vellum, are accused of having.committed a tres-

pass
; but there is some reason to jealouse the true trespasser is

a person of great power and consideration, and who, to save his

own carcass, wouldna scruple to sacrifice my two frien's. What
I therefore want, and nobody knoWs better whom to recommend
than yoursel', is some sharp and fearless young lad that has
his bread to bake at the bar, that I may employ him at my
own cost, Mr Vellum, to assist the twa poor men out o' their

difficulties ; for really the circumstances look hard against them.
In truth, it's a knotty case, and will require patience of thought,
as well as bravery o' mind, sic as nae first-rater can afford to

give, and deal justly with other clients ; and yet it's just a case
that a first-rater is alone capable of handling to a proper issue.

On that account, I want talents of the first quahty, and leisure

to allow them to be thoroughly applied."
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can penetrate in o the det, hf„?V- ""'f'^'^o'' "f ""ose who
the effeet, however, rfSm72 T"''"

'=''""'='''• ^' ""^

«.id groat cause wl, co„^e„t?dt .r h
" '"

"T"" """ «"'

the countess in whi.1, f 1 ° ""'""'^ infidelities of

a flgure themselves ttrtoLl^lrf the"" """"'r.'
'" '""'"'

to the best advantao-e At kit hTt^
""^ "^ *''• '="<''"'

weald answer.
* ""' "P°» ™» *at he thought

said V*:;'"""""""" "'"- ""^ -<• f™" eloquence?"

puMs:nt;tThed:^':-- "'
^^'" ™'" " """- -^ ^-t

deralTvl^'r 1 '^'""""^ ^"^ '» -"« Bl-
and oi;::n^;™L~izst --->"r

••'•

eminent as a pleader- hntV! •
•''"""'*'^'' '«''»»>«

besides possessed !f» ;„ i
" "" ™P'-^^«™ writer, and is

natural'p"1;::^"' =•""«""«• »'H "nd a str«,g

two or three iZsI^JTJTT^^""' ' "« ^ ^S ye'II gie n,e

private; foTtt ^^Z'J'V.rTUlfT^ "" "''^'''"

very well be set forth in TbrfefOvV .?"''' """ """"
my Lord Sandvfnrd-., ! - • .

""'' "''"^^ »»- although

fain declLa^peX-and'vXn "''""" "' '""'^•"' --"
humour, to tte best ff' o^r ability

"' """" ™' """^''^ "> h-

W^lft^'r^r-il^ir ^"o'-'o Bl„„d.ll, introducing

„.,L.../_ '
*"" "I'l-'esting his particular att™,in„ ,„ .4.... -.u purpose «t his visit. With this note, our'heroV:;-
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ceeded directly to Clement's Inn, where the obscure chambers of

this neglected son of genius were situated.

Blondell was at home, and the moment that he had read the

introductory note, Andrew said, in his abrupt manner, " Ye see,

sir, that I have a notion to become acquaintit with you ; and

ye're a man, or Fm wrang informed, of ouer mickle discernment,

no to be sensible that I must hae some particular reason for

taking such an extraordinary freedom, especially when I tell

you that the business, wherein I stand in need of your help, is

no ane that ony regular brief can be made up on. In a word,

Mr Blondell, I want you to go into the country with me, in

order to assist in the defence of two friendless gipsies, who stand

accused of murder. I believe them innocent, and I think I can

guess who the true murderer is ; but as I would do nothing on

suspicion, 1 mean to confine oursel's to the defence of my clients.

For this business ye can hae nae fee in the usual way ; but I'll

bear all your expenses, and make you a reasonable compensation

for the loss o' time ; and if we succeed, as I doubt not we shall,

I hae some hope ye'll make such friends by the business, as will

put their shoulders to your wheels throughout the rest o' your life."

The plainness of this address produced the desired eflTect.

Blondell said he would accept the proposal at once.

" In truth, Mr Wylie," said he, with a feeling which added

considerably to "nis natural difficulty in expressing himself, " I

have not at this time much to do, and I am obliged, you see, to

betake myself to other studies than those of my profession.

Our hero looked at his table, and saw on it several volumes,

consisting of novels travels, md poetry.

" These," said Blondell, " are my pot-boilers. I am obliged

to do all manner of literary labour, under all possible varieties of

name."
" It's weel for yon, Mr Blondell, that you can do so ; but ye

maun give up meddling with sic clishmaclavers as novels and

ballads, and lend your whole power and pith to me. I dinna,

however, wish you to work cossnent wark, that is, without meat

or wage ; so I beg ye'll come and tak your dinner in a private

secrecy wi' me, at Mr Vellum's house, in Queen's Square ; and
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by that time Til be providecl wP a w, !> a^ ,

paper, to help to keep7het„eT.L n."^^''^'"*
^^^^^"^«'

done with the two neCdo^i: LXt"! h" T'"r'?'^ *^ ^^

Blondell was much amu7Jl^
^natl hae taen by the hand."

CHAPTER LII..

DOUBTS.

" Jacob," said our hero, when the old man admi«.^ ^.'
his return from the interview with BlondT «^ ' "" '"

man to dine wi' me the morn, so ye'll see ani ,
' ^'''''

the best order, aud tell your ill tl ij! ,

'' '^''^ '^'"^ '»

cookery, and see that ^L^travTy ^^^^^^^^^
^»

For he's somewhat o' an odd w«v „„j ® occasion,

rights he ought to do in his "r^*"
""^"T "" •>•"'• "« "y

b.ael<guard hlkneys, ir aiwLT.rLT' Th
""
T."'

*'

Blondell; and when once he has come ™L r
^''"" '"'" ^'

ony living creature, no, »«, ev^ „"^Xtl sll?'
S""'^*''

were to come to town nor tn »„. i

' ~°"^ oandyford an he

whom you know we aW all bou" d toT
"" ^ ''"« ""'^'"'

an inch of our lives So IW^ •„^ ^"^ "^y "> «*»
telling you." ®°"<'P'y<"""''teleheedtowhatUm

Jacob was not altogether without „,^a »f
Hnd; for Andrew h^ oj:^%Ti^,"J:\tT''''

''' '''''

persons, and anticipated thnf ih. •
i . ^ ®** respecter of

Blondell were not cK^" o^ir^thTf b"'
"""" """^ "^

At the hour appointed the bSlL? '' ^^erence.

with the utmost defclnce and
"''/""'• ""'''"« '^-=«™d

ejected, he arrived on rotu^ftr',-""' f ^^"^
umbrella, although the weath rw^ Irf C T"/ ""'^ »»
her part, w,as none deficient • and .K j?' ""^ ^ '"'^ «»
door of the dini„..J„ I.?:'.?"'^7''^" -l'°nerwas over, the

eve-ysortofvisii^rs-sWctiyVSed"."'' '^'"'"""' *" »"""»



242 8IE ANDREW WYLIE.

Our hero then entered into a circumstantial relation of the
whole case. He described, first, his own adventures with the
gipsies; then the circumstances under which the body was
found; and lastly, the examination, as it had been reported
by Lord Sandyford. In this he neither extenuated nor exagger-
ated, but related the details as accurately as he could recollect.
He, however, kept carefully out of view his own reflections on
the business, his discoveries in the stable-yard, and his interview
with the gipsy woman, and her suspicions, saying, " Noo, Mr
Blondell, what I have been telling you is the case, as it'wiU
come on before the court. What's your aff-hand opinion o't, for
all that I hae said will be proven by evidence?"
"Whether the gipsies are guilty or not guilty," replied Blondell,

" they will be condemned. No jury can resist facts so strong,
nor presumptions so striking. But you said, that in your mind
you believed the gipsies innocent, and that you thought you
knew who the real murderer is. Let me know upon what this
opinion is founded."

Wylie looked earnestly at Blondell, and after a pause of about
a minute, said, " There are some things that shoot up in our
fancies, that we would need to guard even frae the ear of friend-
ship

;
for unless they prove true, the disclosure will make fools

of us, and gin they are true, we dare scarcely own them—they
so far surpass the guesses of human wisdom." He then described
the manner of Sir Hubert Mowbray during the interview with
the earl. " He was a man," said he, " fey wi' something on his
mind. There was a sort of inward fury about his thoughts, his
eyes were gleg and suspicious, *and full of fear, and his words
were quick, and of an uneven and unnatural sound."

" Your observations are shrewd and impressive, but there is
nothing in them that can be available on the trial. They might
help to swell the interest of a winter's tale, but cannot be urged
in court, nor are they susceptible of being brought out in evi-
dence," said Blondell.

Our hero then resumed, and related with minute accuracy
what afterwards passed in the stable-yard. The moment that
he adverted to the dispatching of Jenkins the groom for a post-
cimise, iJlondell clapped his hands eagerly, and exclaimed, "The
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against oir Hubert, before we can venture to renlcnn «« ,u -

acquittol We .„,. thro. .„,pkio„ upon W™
»*"" ™ *'''

Wybe then mentioned his o™ conversation with the Mn»
down the address that was on the card

..h'JjT"'"''!!
"" "" ""'«'•"'«»««» summoned," said Blondellbut those who were examined at the coroner's inquest and asJenkms he groom was not there, I should not be surTrLd^f hewere sent out of the way."

"urprisea u ne

At this juncture, the bell of the street door was imnafien.l.rang, and soon after the gipsy boy was heaM ckmoZ inl'ehail. Wyhe expressed his astonishment at the circumstance

JJy;:^; rd?Tharhe^-ato?:te\tat:e r^^^^than a human being. Jacob was ord red t„ retandt^
^L mXftfr:- " "V^ """"'"^ with hlrm'otW and

«I thereupon " said the boy, "ran in and below the coachand, hugging the perch, came with it to London and tirr^n
IS now at the inn where it put up."

' ""^^

"Ye're a clever callant, and it's a pity ye're a ffinsv" ««;^

eat, ana there s a half-a-crown to help vou to a lnr]o.;r,„ i i

jnoned to conduct him down staT^ImXlZllZth.s bloody work. Jenkins must be subpoenaed on ^r sS "

Pri fa^t. "' ""' '"""""« ""™'"?' »^' « "i"'^ to hist;,pnse, and the consternation of his maste.-.
JjJondfill hnvinn. o«^.,: J •

rliffi,. »/•" """i'^ ""h"'""! in conversation with our hero atdifferent fmes, the sort of information which wo haveLcribe^
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l^W

accompanied him, a few days prior to the assizes, to the town
where the gipsies were imprisoned, and where tljey f( and the
doom of the poor outer-* -reatiires considered as sealed. Num-
berless stories of their auucities reconciled the humanity of the
mhabitants to the ignominious destiny that awaited them.

It was of consequence to the success of the defence, that the
character of Sir Hubert Mowbray, and of the state of inter-
course which had existed between him and the deceased, should
be thoroughly ascertained. With respect to the former, there
was no difficulty

; the character of Sir Hubert stood high among
his neighbours; he inherited from his father an ample patri-
mony which he had materially improved. The whole country,
indeed, applauded his general conduct ; but therfe were a few
invidious persons who qualified their praises with some insinua-
tions against his implacable spirit, alleging that he was even as
persevering in his resentments as he was zealous in his friend-
ships; and that, if he had not been so prosperous, he might
have proved a bitter and malicious character. « He is a man "

said Blondell one evening to Andrew, as they were comparing
notes together in the inn where they had taken up their abode
'whose success seems to deter people from speaking out what
they think of him."

The CLquiries respecting his intercourse with the murdered
man were not, however, so easily answered. Their conditionm hfe had boen so very different, and the issue of their respective
fortunes had also been so dissimilar, that nothing of the nature
of an intimacy existed between tliem. In the outset i/ life
the deceased had been in a better sphere, and when a young
man, was admitted into the best societies in the country; but
falhng into irregular habits, he had gradually lost caste. Towards
him it was said that Sir Hubert had acted very generously
never particularly pressing him for the payment of his rent,'
which was generally in arrears.

Blondell, on receiving this account, began to waver in his
suspicions. He still thought that the gipsies were not guilty of
the murder; but he could not bring himself to believe that a
gentleman of Sir Hubert Mowbray's character, so friendly to

^ «a «« TToo ic^iicauuic'u 10 nave oeen, was likely to
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be hastily betrayed into the commission of so foul a deed • for itseemed to him that, if he had committed the murder, U mu
have been on premeditation, from the circumstance of sending
his groom to order the post-chaise, after he had confessedly
passed Mr Knarl in the forest.

^
" Had the groom," said Blondell, "been previously dispatched.

It might, as It IS reported that Knarl was a hard-mouthed fellow
have been reasonable to suppose that they had quarrelled perhaps
about h;s arrears, and that in the quarrel a hasty and fatal blow
was inflicted. But according to the facts, and in unison with
our information, ,t does not appear to me that Sir Hubert could
have had any motive for the perpetration of the crime; I am
herefore disposed to think that it must have been committed
by another—some unknown individual."
Andrew could not reply to these observations; but he still

adhered to his own opinion, that the baronet, and he alone, was
the guilty At the same time, he was convinced that unless the
blood could be very clearly brought home to some other than
the unfortunate gipsies, the probability was, from the prejudices
entertained against them, that they would be inevitably cast. He
therefore remained some time silent and thoughtful after Blon-
dell had paused

;
and when the other said to him, "What is vour

but although It s an old story since Sir Hubert and the deceased
were on any footing of equality, there might hae been matter fora grudge between them then; the which, from the constancy of
tlie baronets nature, may have been treasured up for a dav of
reckoning. I have heard of Highlander gentlemen nursW
revenge from generation to generation, and visiting the si.s ofhe fathers upon t! . children; and I jalouse that what's donem the north may be likewise done in the south, especially wheaI hear of folk possessed wi' a Eighland dureness of temper. Iwouldna marvel, Mr Blondell, that some taunt at the races in
their youth, or the whisking away of a partner at a ball, hadbecome motive enough, in the breast of a man with Sir Hubert's
pride and perseverance, to grow to the foul head of this murder."

Blondell was struck with the remark; and after r«m.;„ln„
some time reflecting with himself, said, "What you ob7em"S
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certainly not improbable
; and perhaps, instead of troubling our-

.elves any more about the intercourse of latter years, we should

their yTuth'^'"
'°'' °^ '°^'™"'^ "'^''"^ ^*''''^" '^^"^ »°

iiut the assizes were to commence in two days, and thereseemed to be no means before the trial left to obtain access iothe sources of this information. Ou. .' ero. however, suggestedan expedien that surprised Blondell even more thai the inge-
nuity he had hitherto shown. It was no less than to employ theOld gipsy woman in the enquiry.

i' J '"

CHAPTER LIII.

COKStJlTATIONS.

Foe some days prior to the arrival ofour hero and Blondell, the
poor gipsy women and the children had been seen trotting about
he skirts of the town. At first they pitched their tent under

the hedge on the road leading to the mansion of Sir HubertMowbray; but he ordered his servants to drive them away.
Being thus forced to change the place of their encampment,
they removed to a lane behind the inn, where the servants about
the stables, m compassion for their misfortune, sometimes con-
doled with them on the fate of their relations. As often, how-
ever, as this was done, the children began to weep bitterly, and
their mother sat dejected and silent ; while the old woman, dila-
ting as with the eneigy of the inspired Pythia, astonished her
auditors with her fierce and oracular predictions. In the midst
of one of these rapturous paroxysms, Sir Hubert sent them somemoney and requested them to retire from the neighbourhood
until the trial was over. In an instant, as if actuated by one
spirit, the whole group started up, and with load and vehement
imprecations against the injustice of man, demanded the inter-
position of heaven. Nothing, however, escaped them to betraym the slightest degree their susnioion nf sir w„kw .

^
^.^i.
'pl> %
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rash and indignant repulse, by the boy, of the i^ervant's hand
who ottered them the money. The ola woman, observing the
action, became at once calm, and making a sign to the others,
bllenced them also, while she took the money, saying signifi-
cantly, " It is sent by Providence to enable us to get help to
prove who is indeed the true murderer."
The whole of this scene produced a profound sensation among

the bystanders, and some of them began to doubt if the gipsies
were guilty; while all regarded the forlorn family with senti-
ments of compassion and charity. A small collection was in
consequence raised for them on the spot; and the benevolent
feeling in which it originated spreading through the town, a
considerable sum was soon raised.

It being known among the servants of the inn that Blondell
was a barrister; soon after his arrival, the old woman had come
with the money in her hand to solicit his assistance. Blondell
at first refused the money ; but our hero signified to him that he
ought, in the mean time, to accept it.

" It is necessary," said he, « that we should not appear overly
voluntary in this affair, till we get a better ^ rip o' the case, and
ye must just submit to be thought lightly of for a season."'
The effect of taking the money was what Andrew anticipated

;

and the meanness of Blondell was every where loudly condemned'
Some of his brethren of the long robe, on reaching the town
that evening, when they heard of the transaction, made a great
stir about the respectability of the profession, and treated Blon-
dell with unequivocal marks of their contempt, all of which he
endured with invulnerable fortitude. Thus, not only were the
prisoners already sentenced in public opinion, but their counsel
contemned as obscure and incapable, and, both in principles and
practice, a disgrace to the bar. It required no little resolution
on his part to bear this with patience; and more than once he
expressed his apprehensions to Wylie, that the prejudice against
them would be fatal to their clients. Andrew, however, was
none dismayed. He had embarked in the business, and with
that undeviating perseverance which no casualty seemed to
affect, he resolutely went forward.

In pursuance of the plan which our hero had suggested, as we
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not cedat the conclusion of the last chapter, the old gipsy Vassent for, and when she entered the room, he said, "^'1^
have a hankering to get a fortune told, and as ye have nodoubt some slight with cawk and keel, I would fainL tirhdpyour hand m that business." ^

eye^.^Ld1hirr
'"''' ^^.^--i^h - keen and inquisitiveeye and then turning round to Blondell, and raising her lefthand over her eyes, as if the sun dazzled them, steadily also per-used every trait and feature of his countenance. « Shefofyou I see." smd she calmly, " would at this time trifle v^ th thegnef of a miserable old woman. What's your pleasure ? Whosefortune would you have me read ?

"

"Come come, lucky," cried our hero, " none of your anticcantrips with me. I have a notion that ye can spae best whenye know something about the history of'your IZonXlZ
hat It s eaWr to read thirty years of a dead man's life, thanthroe days of what's to happen to the living. Now the for unethat we want told is the murdered man's ; Imd ye maun try"your canny way to get us some account of his green yearsbefore the bight fell on him. Find out whether heWifferS

the cross of faithless love, or treacherous friendship
: What blinkof an evi eye marred his flourishing : Or whether he hasMoccasion o dread or feel the enmity of any secret adversary."

Blondell seemed to think, that perhaps the old woman wouldnot understand this sort of language, and added, « We wish n

Jual!?^'"''"'
'' ^"'"^ ^^' ''' '"'^^ ^^'^ '^'''™ «-«r ^°y

Andrew checked him abruptly, saying, « Toot, toot, man, we'llno get at he truth if ye tell what ye want. This carlin Lrecan deck hes enew to satisfy you, if lies would serve. Gude-
wife, ye ken very weel what we want. Gang and learn a' yecan, and then come back as soon as possible "

The old woman, for about half a minule, stood erect and
silent, as if she was inwardly pondering with herself; and then
as It were, coming out of h-^r trance, she looked cheerfully atAndrew, and immediately left the room.
When she had retired, Blondell said it would be necessary to

prepare something for the prisoners to read in their def/tanna
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his own room that he mT^h^ Tu I-
'""T"'* ^^ ''«"' *»

who had wrftte":t 0°; it^rrri^"" "':;''^^""''

then hourly expected It hi ^ ""^ '"'"^ ^'"S
the gipsies^onM lot' re^ '""''I'f'

7«™i to Andrew, a^

however clear in theTr det^v a^ "^^
''""-^''— Judges,

as he himself was a vervbr^T T-^'"°
^^ ''aders-and

^«iuence to obtair:7m^;;r
'^aj'

^""^ ''*' «-' eon-

proper effect of which mnnl, L k. j ,
^^'""^ "P»" tho

and 'he jury.
"'^''* '^'I"'"''' '"'"' w^h the court

In deliberating with himself on tMs ooint ,h , u -j
or twice pi evented itself that if r j i "^^ ,^ ''"''' '^^ ""««

to undertake tft. im^ !„ , w. r"^'^""'
=""''• '«' '"duced

with the patho anrgte of Ms'ef
"',°"'' "'^^'"P-"-^.

highest degree eifectiveTand by he t^'""^ ™f "' '" ""
had resolved to speak to'hi^ on^tut^ ,"" '"' "*«' "=

«irsr ot; h":stid '"ir r'; -"- '-^'^

no doubt of the Door rimiJ •
^''hongh, my lord, I have

a- great difflcul^i? e XTar:/ '^^.^• '"' «-
first place, they can neither^ .

""' ''''^"''»- I" the

dell, who; I have brought I^th
"" 7^ '

''™'""^' "' Blon-

a dreadful stammerer f„d Tb" .^ '"""* "? f" ""em, i,

the Judge is suchTdCttS' T, '"'""" '""'^^ «•-'

defence, the likelihJTtto ^^w ' u
""" '^ '" ''^^ "^e

instead of moving either heir b 7
''"'°'' ""* J^^ »«'»P.

towards the prisoLT Thi f»7 "' "-'^""^dings to yield

at a loss."
^''"'^''«^»^. and I really am greatly

^.v:U''SX*2^:;t:t^^^^ - '-at yon womd
chosen."

"uvocato than the one you seem to have

-nse, to read thTpa^r b^t Mr^r dT'-
P°^'»»f <=-">on

would not despair o'f aTacqul.W " '" " "'"' ?'<'?''"''<?• '

I^rd Sandyford appeared a liirt. .,-...,. .... .. .- ••..«^«. -.run tne lirst part
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of this remark, and said, " I certainly ought not to question that
you hav3 acted in this matter with your characteristic sagacity
but I am surprised that you attach so much importance to any
thmg that can be said in a paper. The court and jury wiU be
governed entirely by the facts that come out in evidence."
Andrew then explained to him, that, for reasons within his

own breast, he did not wish that any thing should arise to lessen
the prejudice against the prisoners, till the whole case for the
crown was closed; and he informed his lordship of the light in
which Blondell and himseh; he had reason to believe, were con-
sidered both by the bench and the bar.

The earl was perplexed, and said, " I am thoroughly per-
suaded that the method you have chosen is equallv prudent and
wise, although I do not very distinctly perceive in what manner
It is to be of use to the poor prisoners."

" Of the effect," replied Wylie, " I have no doubt ; but it's
a terrible thing that there's no a man, wi' humanity enough,
able to read the paper as it should be read. The judge wiU
mumble it

;
and were I to ask ony o' the barristers, the chance

IS, that they would turn with a snort both from it and me."
" I cannot think," rejoined the earl, " that there is any such

mighty difficulty in the way. Were it not contrary to the rules
and forms of the court, I shouM have no objection to read it
myself."

" That's a very charitable and kind proposition on your lord-
ship's part; and I am sure there is no obstacle of law against
It. Ye'll be sitting, I'se warrant, on the bench ; and when the
time comes I can hand up the paper to your lordship, as it were
for the judge, and your lordship can then, just in an easy way
ask leave to read the paper; for Mr Blondell writes a sma' narrow
crabbit hand, and ihe judge is an old man, that to a certainty
never could well make it out."

The earl smiled, and said, " This is too much. From the
first, Wylie, you have been contriving to get me to undertake
this business. I see through it all; and I give you credit for
the way in which you made the proposal come from myself.
However, I will so far humour you in this task of mercy, as to
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journey fron, Cha.TnJ» h;,,''?? T"?"' ^^'S™-! "y his

andourh.ro sat up, "a ^peS™ ff
'"'•"' '"'"* »'•""'''»

gipsy.
'^' '*P«<^"'"»n "f hearing something of the

CHAPTER Liv.

nrPEKENCES.

towarf, „„hero, and, raising hiLtha„d7h»^^^^
"^"'^

at the same time elevating Lrthe fll iV"'^'''"™''^'
h^edly began to speak tot flw ;'S"'

'" "^'"' ^"^

" Fate and death are on the road T L .u

'~

I see an angel of glory standwddevtThl;"",^'"^'
•""

from passing to harm me ormL tL7 f """' "•'"

derer were plants of the sal spr „J^ iTi; ",?'.""-
were green, the blasted and the fdlTw.!

,?'""' '''"^'

proudest. Thev were hn„n • ""* K^^*" ™d 'her >".. Alley were boon companions* a liK. • .,

valley, and they both stretched ouf thdrhand thfT T
*'"

won the flower, but from that rt„„ ^io7 . . '
*° ''"^ "«'"

^.irrthT^r;r ^^^^^^^^

.hatwUhersthesrf^t^^^^^^^^^^^

clouds, and set by you. fLmstick^for uZ'ZZ:l^'guess a the substance^of your raving, we marhre l^^!!
-->-.= .o u,„ purpose. The Uly ye're making a' this ranting atow
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was just some young lass, and the valley it grew in was, I trownothing else than some cottar's shed; so ^eak to the poTnl;lucky, and fash us nae mair with your hieroglyphicals "
I can but speak," cried the gipsy earnestly, «as ye haveheard There is no malice like that of a disappointed lovernor a deadlier foe than an angered friend. The grass hasW

been green over Alice Cresswell's bosom; but the hate of he!
baffled lover could only be quenched in blood. Thrice seventimes has the leaf fallen since she was laid in the earth, and everytime the fortunes of her betrayer were left barer

"

..rJ'^\
^^^

f\ "! ""^^^ ^' ^'^'^ ^' ^^'' ^^^«"«d elishmacla.
vers, exclaimed Andrew peevishly.

hp^if
""^^ ?"?' ^'''''''' ^'^^ "^ ^*^«^ ^^y «f expressinghe elf except m her gipsy jargon, and that was still more unin!

telhgib e., Blondell, however, interposed ; and by dint of a longand patient questioning, ascertained that when Knarl and SirHubert were young men, they had both attempted to seduce

Pal^^7''''"^^^'™'^''P^'•'^ '^^"^h*^^' ^«^ that Knarl be.came the favoured over. In consequence of which, from being

Ind that '"^",t\'''^'"'"^
'^^ ^^"^ *^"^ ^'^^^y -«-ies1and tha Sir Hubert, being a person of greater opulence than

his rival contrived to thwart him iu all his undertakings
until he had brought him to the verge of ruin; that Knarwas perfectly sensible of his malign influence, although it wasso managed that he could not openly charge him with anyfraud or design

;
and took, on all occasions, every opportunity offastening a quarrel on his enemy, but without success. At lastby this intemperance having worked his own exclusion from thesocie^ of gentlemen, he fell into dissipated habits, which com-

pleted his degradation.

In this stage of his misfortunes. Sir Hubert then stepped forward,
and, seemingly with great magnanimity, entreated him to forge
the grudge that had so long subsisted between them, and gene-
rously offered to befriend him. Knarl knew his ri;al too^well
to trust much to the s ncerity of his professions ; but the pressureof distress, and that laxity of the sense of honour which advert
sity ever causes, overcame his scruples, and he accepted ofa farmon hberal terms, from his enemy. The conduct of tha k„.

™
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jjj
had aU the outward characteristic. „f
redounded much .„ his cr^ b"; ,rri^' "" *' ''«''^'

something lurked at the hot o„ „f 'U
"'^ '""^*^ ">at

unexpectedly and so warmVv Zff ^ T"
'"'''"' '"«' •>«» «<>

flushed with'wine. heZuTdyv™; h"
°"''-"™'''^' "'«'"

the day prior to the murder .11- 'i'^rP'"''''"^ i ^^d on
place, with a threat ol^^T « ""' ^"^ '"«' "*«°

defence of the pi^c" andT/T'^^^ """^"'^ '» *«
Blonde,, shook Ue^Litl^ZiZ'^'T^'' ^*'"^
hopeless. Not so our hero • heT»^

considered their case
f.% for some time : he Aen be^!?

"""""^ <"« «" thought-
to pace the room in perp exTtv 1^-

"""" *'"'"• ""^ fi»«'ly.

if he intendC to speak, VuT^^'oft!!'? t^""^
-""^ ""O 'hen, ^

B,ondell, who by this t^l,!^!, / ^'^^'"^ ""'""elf.

for his sagacity,"^X" "Xf r"'"""'
"^^'

mterest and curiosity. At lis. AJ ^ *"" "°«<"'« «th
said, "I think, Mr Blondel tW=t l""^

"'"'""""^ '''» '«»«. ««<»

that auld wife'will ^^ItoJ^Z^^'"' T^,
""O ^O^ hy

promised to read the defence • nni ! ^ '""^ ^^ ''«'- has
thetical story, wherein ye wTurS??" P"' """ " » "ypo-
something like this tale of Knir t ? ".".r™"™""' "-anner,
has been s„ spited by misfortun '

f.^'
' '"'^^ " ">» ^h»

tion with some one thaThe h^lC^U ^ '" * ^"^'^-f "tcica-
a quarrel ensued

; and whenvth» ^ . T"^"^ ''™' '""' "-at
with your best cunning, yt^ fht^rkf' "i""^

"« '" '«'™»t'«e
the workings of the venL If

™*" '»"• «"d descriie

"dversary,. and wUh that"rf^rr^",' '" *° •'-^-' °f his

ye'" -present that ad e"a^Vra^t/L'"""
'""' "> -P'^^.

mg with great vigilance forL oT / ' '''"'^'' """^ ™tch.
-winding up „4 someTuo2 ™;'^ '" '"''^'y ""' """-d
cloud of night, in a Ionei;iCf

"" '"" "^ ""<="•-'' »«'-
hnt only the stars of heaven d!'r^/'""' """" 'y" '» see,

it has on Sir Hubert,X will „oTVf "' " '^ '•"" ««'"'

and by that we'll shape JheT^e „f i^ •"''""' »' "-e trial

;

i" the bringing rojr,'o^^:::':^Zjf'"''
'"'' "»-«»'»'«>

B.o«aea was not altogether sa.is«ca ;ith this irrelevant mod.
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of proceeding; but Wylie urged him so strongly, that before
going to bed he altered the paper which he had previously pre-
pared for the defence, and it was ready for Lord Sandyford to
peruse in the morning.

The trial excited a great deal of interest, and a vast multitude
was early assembled round the court-house. Among them the
unhappy gipsy family stood near the entrance to the hall ; and
the crowd opened involuntarily as the judges and the high
sheriff, with their officers and attendants, passed in state. The
moment that the old woman saw them, she dropped on her knees

;

and the rest of the family following her example, knelt in a row
by her side, and loudly clamoured to the heavens to send down
justice.

The spectato^^^ • rere profoundly impressed by this spectacle,

and made Vay with silence and solemnity for the unfortunate
gipsies to retire from the spot. A few children who were in the
crowd followed them, and stood round them in sympathetic com-
passion as they mournfully seated themselves on the steps of a
door, awaiting the fate of their relations, who were in the mean
time placed at the bar.

I

I

CHAPTER LV.

THE TRIAL.

At the trial, the Earl of Sandyford and Sir Hubert Mowbray
were seated on the bench, and his lordship sat on the right of

the judge who presided. When the indictment was read, the

prisoners pleaded "Not Guilty;" and the son was proceeding

with great vehemence to assert their innocence of the murder,

while he again acknowledged that they had plundered the body.

But upon a signal froin our hero, he suddenly dosistcd and stood

silent.

After a short statement of the case from the cojnsel for the

crown, the examination of the evidence commenced. The post-
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boys were asked the same questions whicb thev had form..!answered before the coroner InrH K n^ . T^ formerly

po^e8s.„„, and on the person, of the old ™an.
^'

sistibL Jt tuZT^ ™'^™''* '^•'""^d was really irre-

into the C!so(Z,'^rf-V^y'"^ "''• '^''''''"'^ P-t

Whom it t:td fe ' d : ; ::l 4ft"' r, ^^-r--'-
V

antieipatod, and I^tened to b^^Ip t„ ti^

undertaken. UnaccustZJ^i,
""' ''"^'''^ "*" *^' ^'^°« ^^ »^^

unaccustomed, however, to take a leading part in
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80 mixed and such a n\4..ierous assembly, there was a slight

degree of diffidence in his manner; perhaps it might be owing to

the consciousness of being a party to the benevolent artifice by

which the paper had been placed in his hands. It, however, had

the effect of engaging the affection, if we may use the term, of

the spectators in his favour, adding, as it were, a touch of some-

thing that drew its essence from compassion, to the conciliatory

influence of his personal appearance.

The paper began with a simple description of the outcast con-

dition of the prisoners, stating, that had they consulted their own

feelings they would have offered no defence, but allowed them-

selves to have been quietly conducted to the scaffold, not because

they had committed any crime which merited a doom so dreadful,

for hey knew that neither the court nor the jury could do other-

wise than believe them guilty.

"The evidence," said the defence, and the reader became

pathetic, " is so strong, that we are unable to resist it—we were

scared from the body of the murdered man—his property was

found in our possession—what avails assertions of innocence

against facts so stubborn? But we are innocent— and in the

face of evidence that would convict the irreproachable judge

himself before whom we are now arraigned, we declare ourselves

free from the stain of this crime. Which, however, >< nong you,

has any respect for the declaration of two miserable vagrants,

bred up to dishonesty, practised in deceit, and the natural termi-

nation of whose life, by almost all present, is considered as that

which seems inevitably to q,wait this poor despised old man, and

the heir and partner of all his ignominy ? My Lord, and Gentle-

men of the Jury, the law of this land presumes that every culprit

placed at the bar is innocent till he has been proved guilty.

But are we so treated? On the contrary, my Lord and Gentle-

men, lay your hands upon your own hearts, and say to heaven,

if you can, that you have not come to this trial with a general

persuasion of our guilt, and in the investigation have not uncon-

sciously construed the evidence against the friendless outcasts,

rather than sought to find 'u 't any extenuating circumstance.

But why need we dwell on this—why contend against a fatality

that cannot be resisted ? Habit, education, yea, the very letter
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subject and pronoune" hScULVrr".''""'«" "' ""
of any crime. Had we Z JI^ °

.J^
"•''" "*™ """'^

before y„„_had we ZZ^fjT'^ """""u'
''^^'"™

brought to this bar, t'e^Z^'of^Vlt":^'"7^'
innocent, then we shm.M i... 7 ,

™ considered aa

defence, indtho^htrlSZA?"'"' "'"'T"'"'^ »» ""
evidence to demons rite ™flf ? ™ "'™'^"' "S"'"'' '""h

-de yon, GenTlltt the Jut hZT""' '" *""" ""^
even yourself, my lord trlhl. V f,." '" ^""'' ""'''=*' «»d
fatal sentence LlhLr"'' """f "^"Sf"" «» P'-'-'ou-'ce the

against us is but pretlZ' ^' ''""^'' '«"'' 'hown that aU

^nded of the c~C',hT"'^''"''*'- ^^ "«'"''• h»™
was not stiff and co^d lien th

' '" ''"""' *"* *« ""^y

removed it from the road I" ?'"!"" "^ ^""^ ^andyford

Jut, we are„dt~ tZt f°'?'
"1 ^""^'"'" "' «"«

-not you, but ^l-lla T I ? '
""'' '*''»»''' -"t you

that twom w^fhadt : f/^''''-^''^'''^' ' " «tW
the highw'ay, and underfhec.oudrfXltTr."^ ""^'^ ™
themselves to the hazard of de^ectLrhv •

^"'''^^
morning to plunder their v^timPThl tW

^"'"^ "'""^ '" *«
yet you must beHeve it if vou L; *^

-'f

""'•edible, and
show, by thewitneLes for tW Z-

"' ^^^^' ^"^ »^ «>»"

body'stiknd cow at t£ V J: artr'lV*'"'^"''^'''''
«-» *e

act of rimag it.
^ ^"" ''''"' *«y <'«'«"«d us in the

niiSttLld we^eTeL:^ts'r-^r ^'^ '° >«" '>

^idered byyou as guilty.letlw h^ Wnlh^^; H'^ """lwas seen alive on the preceding night nTf.r/fr"'"^
where his body was found u if f v ,

'^""" *" 'P"'

was committed rnXrlha^^t^L"?' Tndt'
""" *« ""^«

we were then at a considerable dfl
^* ""'' P™'* *«

say, whether the pron"awrr' ''7''f
""^ ^"" *»

hour on that spot Z „„r!,l Ti. , T*''"' """ »« *»'

themselves, thanIhrunfo .rT.
'' 1 '''™ ''''"^ *^ ""^

cadence (^r it is X'^^ZZ.;:^'!.t..~/?™
pr^aicu you to condemn? But you wiU think"tharthe^rn"



258 SIR ANDREW WYLIE.

alluded to are freed from the risks of 8u«;h a charge, by the inte-

grity and virtue cf fheir chnracter. Yes, my Lurd, and Gentlemen
of the Jury, thf>> it.3 freed—no visible motive can be assigned to

make it feasible tliuL they were likely to coininit such a crime

;

while the hereditary infamy and poverty of the gipsies constitute

warrantry enough to punish tli -ra for any offence. But is infamy
the child or the parent of vice ? and is poverty always th mother
of crimes ? The shame that uttaolies to the outcast v^ .nderer,

is often but the extended visitation of ancestral sin—and in the

unknown abysses of your own bosoms, have you never felt the

dark gropings of hatred and revenp^^? Set the infamy that

gipsies inherit from their parents aside—if your prejudices can
be moved to do such an act of justice—and restore us to that

equality which men placed in the perils of the law are juitly

entitled to claim and to expect, and much of that persuasion
with which you have believed us guilty will at once pass away
from your minds. Then tS'ak how many other incitements, as

well as poverty, urge unhappy men to the commission of crimes,

and you will not believe that poverty could alone be the instir

gator of this mysterious murd or. Picture, for example, to your-
selves two young men in the animation of youthful rivalry, their

fortunes green and flourishing, and both in pursuit of the same
mistress, with all that ardour which the energy of youth inspires.

One of them is successful. Reflect on the mortification of the
other—the grudge and the resentment which takes root in his

bosom. Follow them in the progress of life—see the successful

lover, flushed perhaps with his guilty victory, rushing deeper
and deeper into pleasure, and finally sinking into ruin ; while
his adversary, perhaps disgusted by the failure of his love

adventure, settles into a prudenf a calculating, and a worldly
character. Carry your view further, and in the wreck of his

rival's fortune, see him stepping forward with a malicious gene-
rosity, which humbles while it aids, and taking his enemy by
the hand, amazing the world by his disinterested kindness.

Then look into the imfatified breast of the humiliated bankrupt,

and contemplate tbl^Wtter feelings that a career of licentious-

ness has engendered, ani which are darkly stirring and fomenting

there. Is it to be supposed, that between two such persona any
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thnlh ^h H kV";" '"f
'^^'^ '^' "*^** implacable hatred,

though the habitual prudence of the one, and some remaining
regard to the estimation of the wo 1 ai the other, may still
impose restraints ..hich keep their re.oecf ive animosities at bay 9
But suppose fhat by some accident, in the ooursc of years, they
an brought to, ther, immediately after s..me recent provocation
on both sides, and in such a place, for exaiviple. and at such a
time of nig i, as wbon this murder was commit, d. Suppose,
also, that the malignant benefactor is attended by his servant
and the ba..Jcrupt is on foot-if, next morning, the bankrupt is
found murdered near the spot where they me' -and if It can be
proved that his inveterate enemy, soon afte. they had passed
each other, senf way the servant on a needless pretext, would
nor every mar. mk, whatever was the character of the gentle-man ? ^J^ook to F . Rui rt Mowbray."
Lord S« ndyford hiiaself was star^ led at thJ brupt apostrophe,

which had been added after he had peruseu .he defence beL;

IZTJ-T T'l ""^ *^' ^^^'"^'^ ^™P^««^« ^ith which he
u-tered it, produced an awful effect.

CHAPTER LVI.

THE TABLES TURNED.

The wnrds " Look to Sir Hubert Mowbray," were written at

f,^ Zu '^^' ^°^ ^" *"'°^°^ «^^'' '^^ leaf nothing was

.nffi aV ,:f
""'"'"^ ""^^^ ^* ™"^°*' -"^ Bl«"dell imme-

diately said he did not understand it; that the words must have
been inserted by some mistake unknown to ^ .n. They were, in
fact supplied by our hero secretly, for he anticipated this eifect

;

he had also abstracted the remainder of the defence
" Mr Blondell," said the judge, « uni^s you think fit, it is

unnecessary to proceed further in this sort of defence; I would
advise you to call what .vitnesses you i .nd to bring forward."

ine clear-sie-1 ted r>niinaoii«». ;»,„* *i. _ . , . .,

.

„ .,,,.^^ ^^.,^^^^^^^ iiuiescea m this bug-
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gestion
;
and the earl sat down, pondering on the singularity of

the incident, while every eye in the court was turned towards
Sir Hubert Mowbray.
When order was restored, (for the agitation which the abrupt

apostrophe had produced lasted some tiiue,) our hero was placed
in the witness's box, where ho related with singular brevity and
clearness the whole of his adventure with the gipsies ; but he
was designedly not asked by Blondell rer ecting the card. Lord
Sandyford sat in admiration of his self-command, and the quiet
and unobtrusive distinctness of his answ -s ; but was troubled at
the omission of so important a fact. Doctor Saffron was then
called, and proved the hour at which Wylie had applied for
admission. The post-boys and Lord Sandyford's groom were
successively again placed in the box, and clearly established
what Ifas asserted in the paper, that the body was stiff and cold.

The judge was so amazed at the turn which the examination
was taking, that his hand shook as he took down the evidence.
Suspicion darted from every eye on Sir Hubert ; and several
times it was observed that his lips became white, and a yel-
low suffusion overspread his countenance, but still he kept
his place.

In this stage of the proceedings Blondell paused, and requested
that the minutes of the examination before Sir Hubert, and of
the coroner's inquest, should be rear!. It was done accordingly;
but in Sir Hubert's notes, instead of our hero's name and address
—the suspicion of the old gipsy woman was confirmed—another
name and address had been substituted.

" Where is the card ?" said Blondell.

" It has been somehow lost or mislaid," replied Sir Hubert
with a faltering voice.

The judge animadverted on the carelessness of permitting
such an accident to happen.

" It is of no consequence," said Blondell ; and in a moment
after he added, " but I find, my lord, that the card has not been
lost. I crave, however, your lordship's attention, and that of the
gentlemen of the jury, to the singular fact, that it does not con-
tain the name and address which has been read from the record
of the minutes."
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The Prisoners, on heari>,g his denial, uttered a groan of ra«,and an appalhng murmur ran through the whole fZ. bE
anu merely said, I »„ ,0^^^ ,„ ,^„y^,^ ^ .

have quesfoned the witness Wylie as to this point but mylord, the omission was intentional

"

^

ticl'llV""" Let w'r'"'.*''
'^'"'"''"" '•'P"«' *" J-^ ""Pl.a-ucaiiy. Let Wylie be again called."

He was aecordingly placed in the box, and not only swore tothe fact of having given the card, but also that of the is t whichhe had reocvedir.™ the gipsy woman; and his evUence wasconfirmed as to the visit by the constable to whom Jacob hadgiven her m charge, and who could not divine, till that momentfor what reason he had been summoned as a witnessA sound of dread and wonder murmured in the' court andw^ succeeded by the most profound silence, when Jelw^^ ^r
S! h T;,""'

""' """'"'• "'' "«""'• "">™»™' he mountsthe box, hastily retired
; and it w-^ indeed time, for his answers

.• tl T?° ''"''"'""• <"^™'»'«J «« e«e" the circumsZ^which he had stated to our hero in the stable-yard of theL?convmcedeveryperson presentthat the suspicion attached much

.~r''^ d-
'':"'"'"' """""^ *" *^ gipsietallugtin reaUty, no direct circumstance was clearly brought homeBut so susceptible had every mind been rende,^ by tS curiZ'taim of reflection which the written defence had been toire^Jf

tu:rfrr;ti^'''^*''"«'»''-^^'»'-*--"^
At this crisis an agitated howl of horror suddenly rose fromthe cr^wd assembled around the court-house ; the judgeTtSfrom his seat; and the jury, as if actuated by some suStoe

a hundred voices exclaimed, that Sir Hubert Mowbray, in a fitof distraction, had thiv,„„ i,: ,<. /.. . . •'' " "'

kiUed on the spot."

"
'
"''"" " ™"'""'' ""* ™
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The court immediately adjourned; but before the gipsies

retired from the bar, Hondell took an opportunity of giving

Ihem, in the presence of his brethren, the money which the old

woman had brought to him, in her simplicity, as a fee. The
foundation of his fortune was indeed laid ; for the judge spoke

of his address and talents in terms of the highest admiration

;

the consequence of which was, that he was retained in almost

every important cause; and although the impediment in his

speech prevented him from ever becoming a popular pleader,

he acquired great opulence as a chamber counsellor, and through

life spoke of our hero as the original architect of his fortune.

On none, however, did the singular result of this important

trial leave so deep an impression as on the Earl of Sandyford.

His lordship saw the pervading sagacity of his favourite in the

whole skilful management of the defence ; and when they met in

the inn, after returning from the court, instead of treating him
with that wonted familiarity which proceeded from a sense of

his own superiority, he addressed him with so much respect,

that the change in his manner was assurance to Wylie of the

ascendency which he might now assume over even this accom-

plished and highly-endowed nobleman. Still, however, his

original and indestructible simplicity, like the purity of the

invulnerable diamond, underwent no alteration. He continued

the same odd and whimsical being ; and even while the earl was
seriously applauding the generosity and effect with which he

had exerted himself in behalf of the gipsies, he began to fidget

about the room, and to spoufr out his peevish surprise, that they

had not the manners to thank him. " No," said he, " that I

care a peastrae for the wind of their mouth ; but I would just

hae liket to have had a canny crack with the auld wife, anent

their slights and cantrips ; for when a trades fail, my lord, I

think I'll take to fortune-telling."

" And I know not an oracle that I would sooner consult,"

said the earl, in a gayer tone than he had been hitherto using.

" Say ye sae, my lord ? then lend me your loof, and ye shall

be my first customer."

i.ti Liic iiccviuiii wi iiic liivjiii-ciit, vuc can laUuniii^iy liCIU UUt

his hand, which Andrew seized with avidity ; and after looking
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at it in silence for about a minnio v,;^ f v
and the e.. .„e^ . finderLt^ft^^-^ """•

emotion had sXm mf*" -""^ '." " "'"^""^ «" "s
" My lord, wh;" ye^ ytTfZt-*'"'^' '"' ""^
you in that concern whichT' „" J!r / "' '"^ "'<' '»

X have been an instrut^t ta th"S^p^T ' ™' ""y

the raveUed skein of the mrJmi^^^L 7 "" '° '"^
ner, under no obligation tafr u

^™'' " " ™"-
been my ^eat benfS^ ^rsti^^Jt: ^L'ZP tl

Why wiU von «lfl • t
^' P''''^ ^^ *^« driven snow.

d!yfoT&'a^ri'°rdt:r'r'o"d'^'TT?':^''"*'

Jn"«.:;;inn?^rrei :?. hf^t:f.r^f
^Sn o7a-s: -t^-4-f"?r
agitated look, shook him as it we'^ awty

' ''"' '"' ""'

CHAPTER LVII.

PARTY.SPIRIT

.
^^ "^"^^ "«^ call the attention of our readers to « ..r' ,

circumstances thnf fl«T.r«^ • ^ "ui reaaers to a series of

point fer°nto th„^ "'•'"''
""""• *"" "^''^^^ «•«

i" ' ,
""" *"e mam stream of Wvlie's stoi-v vi. !
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to fathom. His conduct, indeed, like that of his more accora-
plished brother-in-law the earl, was to them an inexplicable
enigma; but instead of rushing like him into a career of dissi-
pation and extravagance, he shrunk out of society, and aban--
doned himself to despondency and solitude. His health was
naturally delicate, and a morbid sensibility, the symptom either
of genius or of weakness, constituted the principal feature of his
character.

About the time he left college, the aurora borealis of the
French Revolution began to brighten in the political horizon—
a morning which so many young and generous bosoms, exalted
by the inspiring legends of Greek and Roman virtue, considered
as the beginning of a new day to the moral world, and the com-
mencement of the millennium predicted by the oracles of holy
writ. (Lord Riversdale wa« among the number of those who
devoutly worshipped the rising daystar. But Sandyford, who
was then one of his most intimate friends, although he partook
of the same admiration, was enabled, by the possession of a more
commanding and perspicacious genius, to discover the meteoric
splendour of the phenomenon : and he not only occasionally
laughed at the glorious anticipations of Riversdale, but some-
times insinuated that his ardour would cool, and that he would
yet be found among the champions of ancient institutions. This
raillery was but the playful ridicule of a superior mind, amused
with the raptures of a fond enthusiasm ; and it was expressed in
terms which never gave oflPence, though it often provoked the
most vehement declarations of constancy to the cause of the new-
born liberty. *

At the time of the earl's marriage, Lord Riversdale was
returned to parliament, and took up his residence in town with
the marquis, his father. According to the hereditary politics

and party connexions of the old peer, his lordship was introduced
to many of the most distinguished members of both houses, who
had adopted the opinions and views of Mr Burke ; and it never
occurred to his ingenuous mind, that the courtesies of social
intercourse could be supposed to deteriorate the integrity of his
public principles. Sandyford, however, warned him to the con-
frjirw •

-- itlM '—sc pnde made him gluiy in the ordeal to which
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he was subjected, and even to cultivate a greater decree of intimacy with some of the leading members ofihTZ • f • ?
than he would cheese peLprht:^^""::^^

On the day when parliament assembled for the first time afterhis election, he went with his father to the house ThZhad occasion to call on the minister, and tl ey ^t^hiltn '^''^'

inff Street Witlini.* ii,„ v t^ ' ' ""n ui Down-mg Dtreet. Without the shghtest consideration on either sida.the minister was invited to accent a seat ;„ ,1,
• ^

on being set down at theentr^nTe .0 theZtl/r'^''
""''

^cending the stairs he too. hoidom^S ^ thTaZ'ind

upon the incident; for they ^Z^'^l'T T"^'^ ?"'

iun^on which they had ^'Zt^^ZtZtTr^^,of the m^rcourse which he had so unnecessarilyluivalThe latrm health of Riversdale made him ,,,» T ,.

extreme heat of the crowded house Tnd he ~,-^ T ""
the M*«tio„, Wcver, of retZl W ft!

?* f''^' '=*
addre- ^* ph.e befU he cl^Xt ^d fhini™ *!

:Z^.
'="'"«'""-' '"«™^'^— attrihu'ted to";^

JhenLordsli;:it'X;fr~^^^^^^^^^^^

^/i^;s::e^rtss-^?3^t
pnnciple, that he abruptly Quitted I ,^1

"""" '"

in the House of Commons ''"f'
. 1 :

"" *'™ "'' '"'' '""'

his spirits, and he fentl J'lT."'^""«."^ '-^«' "Pon

Which at last -umedth-; eharact;r7Srea::^"t3
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by his physicians to travel, he went abroad ; and during the
interval which elapsed between the first session of pariiament,
after Lord Sandyford's marriage, and the epoch at which we
are now arrived in our story, he had continued wandering over
the continent, without finding any relief from the anguish of
his mortified sensibility.

His sequestration from public life was lamented by his father
as one of the severest misfortunes ; for he had formed high, per-
haps inordinate, expectations from the abilities of Riversdale.
Such, indeed, was the paternal partiality of the marquis, that
he could patiently endure to hear him expatiate on those hopes
and prospects of perpetual peace and felicity, which the mob of
Paris were supposed to be then unfolding to man, persuaded
that his Utopian reveries, like the fumes of the fermenting vin-
tage, wliich pass off as the juice resolves itself into the bright
and generous wine, would evaporate with the warmth and enthu-
siasm of youth.

And he oflen entreated him to return home, and take what
side he pleased in politics. " Let no filial sentiment of deference
to me," said his lordship, " have any effect on the free exercise
of your judgment

; for whatever difference may at present exist
between our political principles, I know that you will in time
see the true interests of your country in the same light that I
do, and, like me, exert your best talents to uphold and promote
them; therefore, I again repeat, Come home, and come free.

All I desire is, to see you qualifying yourself in pariiament to
take that part in the great affairs of the kingdom which, I am
proud to say, our ancestors have, for so many ages, sustained
with such renown."

Riversdale, however, was deaf to all these entreaties ; but a
letter from his sister, written soon after she had taken up her
abode at Bretonsbield Castle, produced the desired event. She
informed him of all the circumstances which we have so faith-
fully described, and requested him to come to her; for the
thought of living under the evil opinion of the world, and in
the contempt of her husband, was become too much for her long
to endure. The moment that he received this disconsolate and
uiiAitruij icifccf nc xuiuriicu lu sijUgiiimi, BSiUf OTi flis amvaj, went
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at once to Chastington Hall; for although Lord Sandyford
shared m that aimless resentment, which the sense of morti-
fication made him feel against all his early associates, he stiU
entertained a profound respect for the honour and principles of
his lordship and was eager, before seeing either his sister or
father, to obtain from him some account of the circumstances
which had involved the countess in such difficulties and distress.
But when he reached the Hall, the earl had set out to attend the
tnal of the gipsiee, whither he resolved to follow him. Beine
however, as we have mentioned, in delicate health, he travellS
s ower, and m consequence did not arrive till some time after
the acquittal.

CHAPTER LVIII.

A JOURNET.

Thb landlord had assisted Lord Riversdale to alight from the
post-cha,se in which he travelled, and on his asking for theEarl of Sandyford, ushered him into the room where^oS he™was st.U standing, agitated with sympathy for the mental
anguish which his patron was so evidently suffering

™-SrT ^l'^ ^Z'"^^"'' ^'"S
announced, instantly recog-mzed the brother of Lady Sandyford ; for although he had nevfr

mS'"' k"

™
'"=,T"'»'«'

™i* his "tie and relationship, and

rr.T '
^'""^ °^"'''™ "' "-^ """'™'- -ade him darttowards the pale and querulous invalid a shrewd and distrustful

^ianC6a

dni?/"""",""" "7 "'"' Sandyford was here," said Rivers-dale enqumngly, at the same time moving round to retire.He has just stepped out," replied our hero. I expect him

yot';:SLr:f:i;L]r^^'
'» '-' -•"' "»-«- *' '»

Riversdale was struck with the tone in which this was said



268 SIR ANDREW WYLIE.

I

fi^nd,^harply inspecting Wylie witli his bright and hectical eye,

^
"You are in his lordship.'s confidence, I presume, from sup-posmg that It may be necessary to give him time to reflectwhether he ought to see me ?

"

Our hero, at tlu'.e words, walked up close to his lordship,and stopping with an air of resolution and firmness, said to him
calmly, but with a sustained voice, "The earl is my friend and
benefactor, and I have just been speaking to him, maybe on that
account, a thought ouer freely ; and therefore, if ye'll be advisedby me, yell no seek to see him till we learn the upshot of my
exhortation, which was all concerning the calamitous state of
that poor Jeddy, your lordship's sister."

trelM^'
^^ ^'''^" "'^'^'^"^"^ Riversdale, surprised at such

whi tf;;-'"'^'".''^"''^
^"^'''^ '""">^' ^° '^' '^'^n^ accent in

briskly, Indeed, my lord, ye must submit in this matter to beruled by me; for the earl has of late grown a perfect spunkyand flies off at the head like a bottle of champagne, wheneveony body speaks to him of my leddy."
>vnenever

^

Lord Riversdale retired several paces, and took a chair, look-
ing m amazement at the familiar and uncouth phenomenon

^r ;""•
u^.;^?^

^'"''^'^ ^^'"' ^"^ ^^'^ *««k - seat nearhim, saymg, " My lord, I redd ye hearken to what I am saying.
It has just come into my head, that it would be a great thing
for our friends, if you and me, before fashing the earl ony maif
at this present time, could have a solid crack and confable with
die countess m yon old warlock tower, where she's sitting likea howlet. What say ye till't ?

"

^

;' This is the most extraordinary adventure I ever met with
"

^id Riversdale. "There must be some singular cause for 'aperson of your appearance"

"What's the matter with my appearance?" cried Andrew
Impatiently; "and what has it to do with prudence and truth?W leddy sjster, n,y lori, or Pm far wrang, will be very g^Lito see me with you. In trouth, we'll just have to come away,

-' "-eixxxixxcu tu uu leii wi mm so short in the
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between SanUyford and mJ!!t/^„ 'PPr''""* » ^"an-el

-AH that's ,ery He" t^J* ,
'*°'' """ *'"' "«""

and for this pllC^-t i":^!;,':'''''
"' "" «™' ^".

sister justice. Noo, if ye're a nZ „f •
.° "'"'"» '" ^' J""

;^^...;.eaneo.;.J„f—:lr-^^^^^^^^^^^

shiSlaS.rlt"''^' ""^'"^ Ws hand „„ hisW-

to what I would say. tLZtTl """ '"'"" ^"'' """«""
Lord Riversdale^Jeaumt hT s„a-^ !TV^" ''"""

him the system of self-a^ttio ^ch a.:" IT
7'"''^ "^

adopted, and desorihprl .!,« •
'"' ""^ scemiMly

countess and fC«^
^''''' "'"' "'^ ""™^'" "'tween the

I^% .Mnk ^e h^^ het;rsrh:;T„ :\^:zp
""''- "^

«»d could not but ackToSe tw 2
'"'"'"°'' ""'' ''^""^^

Sandyford could alone
«"£ *'"' ''"^ """='' ''''''='> ^""ir

c.«v.andKa^et^tarcr:iir.rh.^r~^
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tatibns
; for we'll either make a spoon or spoil a honi by the

journey, and the sooner the job's done the better."

A chaise was accordingly ordered, and before Lord Sandyford
was informed of his brother-in-law's arrival, they were far on
the road.

During the journey, however, the viscount, who had been
fatigued by his previous travelling, and his health being deUcate
and infirm, before they were halfway to the castle, complained
so much, that Wylie advised him to stop at an inn for the night;
and this suggestion being adopted, our hero went forward alone
to the countess.

CHAPTER LIX.

DISCOVERIES.

In the course of about half an hour after Lord Riversdale and
Wylie had set out for Bretonsbeild Castle, the earl returned to
the room where he had left the latter, and found Blondell there
alone. Without adverting to our hero's absence, his lordship
began to speak of the trial, and to express his admiration of the
skill and discernment with which the defence had been con-
ducted.

"The sagacity of Mr Wylie," replied the barrister, "appears
to me indeed still more and more surprising ; for since the court
adjourned, several gentlemen who were present at the trial have
come to me, and thrown such light on the instigating motives of
Sir Hubert Mowbray, that fills me with awe and astonishment.
The information of the old woman, considering her means of
acquiring it, and the short time she had to make the enquiry,
was truly wonderful; but the manner in which Mr Wylie con-
ceived it might be rendered so available to the defence, seems to
have been a providential inspiration."

"What are the facts that have since come to your knowledge ^ "

said the earl.
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-vering. i^p,^,^,l
"jj"'"^'- - hat of Sir Hubert-pe.

walling. It now a^pea^ thT „ri T
"^ "«">«»'iou8 and

der, Knarl and the baS let at k'hI
''7 "''"^'"^ "-e mur-

tl.0 forest. Among other sWe^'tt h?"'''^"' •"^™''
were several gentlemen who hST ,?

l-Wened to be there,

»d who, seefng himTn The ^wdTtheZ'" ""^^''''y'.'
where they had so often beforrmt h-

" "' ""^ ''«»<'.

feeling of old companionshtTin" LdCT' "'™'' '""^ »
them. He had not however b^™! u

""""^ "P »»»»»
recognised by Sir Hubm if*^ '" "'' ='-•"'» «" he was
With indignatlnat Wstppi "t ™^ " 'T "*"'^''«'-

with the stewarf of the racT^ir-r?"""' "'"' '^"''"^trated

» person of his oonditioHnd" e.rr''"''^-'^''"''"^KnarZ did not hear what pald^ .^LLt!?"*"
"»»"» **>»•

from one of his friends tW =!' ""' r*"?
he received a hint

appearanceontheZthellTtt rfr/"^ °"^» *" h»
should leave the place to ,LI {.vl"^ *' "•'l''^' 'hat he
-ivcrsa^. Nothfnrm;t;ir;tVTr™''''"-"
quitting the stand,?etiredV™r;:VX:uj'"^ ^

What you say is certainly imnressivp " .T ^ r
ford; "but the inference I .S i

' f^^^^^^ Lord Sandy-

persuade me that a Xelpro^^^^^^ tend to

all, Knarl may have beeT la.'n h «• rr
.^^^'^

'
^"^ ^hat, after

"True, .yU'^rie { "bufote^h"
^

out. The expulsion from tl,» r„ .
*"'^ have come

the old woman's diseov rie iThT
""''T " ""^ '"""'S i"

Wl, after quittingThTLeite"^ Horr'^l
"""

where he sat sullenly indulging in rolitor' .
P-hhc-house,

was quite intoxicated. Sir Huber, rfter7 '"'*"'P^'^"«« tiU he
with the stewards and a large ^'11;.^'"°' ""' "'''' '''''"'

were at dinner Knarl left Ki^i k! ^'f""^"- While they

during the thunde"rl™ to^f̂ tg^fa .^d" T '"'" ""^
other persons who had been nf ,1.

''^' '^here several

He« the information of Llldlr''" ^*'"*"» ''""helter.

it was from some of those whtlT^T" """"' "> hear; for

.1,. „„.K„.j ,
""* ™om Knarl joined in tbo .1,.^ .i..,— 6-"=.<;u ucr account of their renewed enmity."

"



272 SIR ANDREW WYI4U;.

" And what passed?" said the earl eagerly, interested by the
narrative.

" While the storm was still raging, Sir Hubert, attended by
his groom, came up to the shed, and, dismounting, went also in
for shelter—where he had not long been when Knarl recognized
him, and taunted him in terms of great bitterness, accused him
of a systematic determination to grind him to ruin, and upbraided
him with the subtle vengeance of that friendship with which he
had deceived the rest of the world."

"How did Sir Hubert endure this?" enquired Lord Sandy-
ford with agitation.

"He remained perfectly silent, till the infatuated Knarl, losing

all self-command, threatened to lay before the world a history

of their intercourse, the original motives of Sir Hubert's hatred,

and the malignancy of the favours by which, after destroying
him in the opinion of the world, he had sunk him for ever into

the more horrible perdition of his own opinion."

" And what was the effect of all this ?" exclaimed the earL
" It was noticed by the glare of the lightning," replied Blondell,

" that Sir Hubert, who was standing with his hands clasped over
his heart, and breathing shortly, scowled with his eyes turned
askance towards Knarl. ' His loolv,' said the person who told

me, ' though seen but for a moment, I shall never forget.'
"

" I perceive," said his lordship, " that you infer he at that time
meditated the murder."

" Even so—and I am confirmed in this opinion," was Blon-
dell's answer, " by the circumstance, that Sir Hubert abruptly
called Jenkins the groom, who, it appears, was standing with the
horses at some distance, and although the rain was then falling

in torrents, immediately mounted, and returned to Kidder-
borough, professedly for the night, but certainly, it would seem,

with no such intention ; for when Sir Hubert got back to the
inn, he ordered his servant to keep the horses still saddled. This
I have now learned from Jenkins himself—and as soon as the

storm abated, they resumed their journey homeward, and rode
with unusual speed till they reached the skirts of the forest. On
entering the forest, Sir Hubert slackened his haste, and began
to speak of his intention of going next day to Sir Thomas Fow-
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th. noon b,,,ht, on '™i„, himT'v.f.t^ti H 'h* f? "1
«Pu to l.i, h^rse, and r I .1 .'

^"^ ""''*'' "'"PM
thought t„h was to a, oiu, , al,u,e b ,tTh Tf "«'• "'™"'"

wl. n the baronet again pulled "1^^ • ^. °f
""' "^^"^ ^"

forward t, the „ and "h^
' '

""''.'•<"'«<' 'he groom to g„

Jenkins had left him th.
'''""'""»'«'' ""d that the moment

deed."
'
"" '"'™"'" ''"•"ed and perpetrated the

^atl'fl^Thearit'':!;:'::
"' T '^'l:

"">"- *°»W feel

become ofwX"'• a"d hU , T^ ^'^W!*""- But what ha.

It happened The an te^l't^^'^TT" ™"^ ''" "^
not aware of Lord Riversdale'sS bn/ b,

™ ''™"''' '"'»•

embark with him !n ,!,„ » • J ' *""'"» «een our hero

on being rlesTe^blh!''''^''^
Bretonsbeild Castle, said,

"that h!hadTeft.he[o™!-t? ^'. '" '"'"'' ^"^ "r Wylie,

chaise."
'"™ "'* " '"-""Sre gentleman in a post-

Lord Sandyford was troubled at fbi= ,•„<•

sensible of having rudelv auitZ w ,• •
'""'™'«"™

i he was

f
'

CHAPTER LX.

A VISIT.

The evening was far advanced before Wvl,V r^nni, i .i.
Castle; and when he ranff the h.ll TTi! . f^'''^ *^®

-as seated at her soUtar;tfa-fabi' - ^'J''^^
the eountes.
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and familiar voice in the passage, as he was coming along in

jocular conversation with Flounce, she rose and opened the door

to receive him.

"This is an unexpected pleasure, Mr Wylie!" she exclaimed,

as she took him by both the hands, with a cordiality very dif-

ferent from the measured urbanity of her former politeness.

He was not prepared for the friendliness of this freedom, and at

the first was a little embarrassed ; nor was he insensible to a feel-

ing allied to sorrow, when, instead of the splendid woman whom
he had been accustomed to see adonied and surrounded with the

brilliant ensigns of gayety and fashion, he beheld her pale, and
dressed with extreme simplicity.

The countess herself placed a chair for him near her own, at

the tea-table ; and before he had time to address her, said, " I

presyroe you have been at Chastington Hall?" and her accents

faltered as she added, " I hope you have left my lord well ?"

Andrew replied drolling, but with a look which the countess

perfectly understood, "As to his being weel, that's a thing I

canna undertake to swear to ; but for a sign of his condition, I
would say to your leddyship, ony harl of health he has is aye
about neal-time. But, my leddy, this is an unco awsome house
for you to live in. Tm no surprised that ye should be so fain to
see a gay gallant like me coming on a visitation. Ah ! yc would
need to make mickle o' your visiters, or they*ll no stay lang;
for there^s but little mirth where the only spring that's played is

by the wind fifeing on the keyhole. I see your leddyship is

surprised at my coming, and ye dinna think I am here without
an errand."

The countess sighed, and made no reply, although Andrew
paused, as if he expected she would. He then resumed, " Surely,
my leddy, this gait of making yourself a nun is no what might
have been hoped from a woman of your sense, and at your time
of life."

" I have not renounced the world," said the countess ; " I am
only waiting here" And she paused confused, conscious that
the ambiguity of her expressions was liable to be misinterpreted.

"Waiting?' said our hero eagerly; "for what are vou
waiting?"

^

I
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« Do not misunderstand me," she cried hastily. « I am only

waiting to see what is to be the result of this strange state into
which I have been thrown. I feel myself entangled in a net
from which I cannot extricate my .If. My fate is ravelled with
circumstances beyond my control. The world may believe me
worthy of the abandonment that I suffer-the fruit of one trifling
indiscretion. Conscious of my innocence, and confident that
sooner or later, I shall be indemnified for what I now endure I
wait patiently the natural development of the mystery with
which I am involved."

^

" By the indiscretion, your leddyship means, I suppose, follow-mg the rash counsel of that diplomatical body, my lord marquis,
your father?" i

»

« Your supposition is just. I have no other error of conduct
towards my husband, for which I can be blamed with any
sererity.' •'

" Then, if your leddyship is sensible of that fault, what for
will ye no try to amend it? If ye ran awa' from your gudemanm a pet, surely, whenever ye came to your senses, you ought to
have gone back to him, wi' a napkin at your e'e, an' it had only
been a sham for decency."

"^

"Why, Mr Wylie," said the countess, smiUng at the figure
he had employed « I think, when I left my father and went to
Elderbower to the dowager, I did nearly as much as in reason
coald be expected from a woman that thought herself but hakm tne wrong."

" As to that rU say nothing ; but ye know that women~the
present company, of course, excepted-are kittle cattle to deal

" Mr Wylie, this conversation is becoming painful to me Iam so circumstanced that I know not what to do. If I could
see my way clearly, I should require no prompting" The
countess, after a pause of about a minute, added, " I wiU deal
frankly with you; although I do, as a woman, think, that if
Sandyford ^shed for a reconciliation, he ought, as a man, tocome to me himself. It would be an act of grace and love, Lnd
I would ever esteem it as such. Yet, as a wife, I will stand onno such etiquette. Does he desire to live with me again ? Say
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80, and I will instantly go to him, and endeavour to forget all

the past, and to devote my life to promote his happiness."

Andrew was thunderstruck ; he found himself in a dilemma
that he had never imagined possible. He had formed no ade-

quate conception of the united strength and magnanimity of her
ladyship's character ; and exclaimed, " My lord is a fool, and no
sensible of his mercies, nor the value of the pearl he casts away !

"

The countess smiled at this warmth ; and, pleased with the

compliment, said, "Come, come, my friend, let us drop the

subject. I see how it is—I know Sandyford better than you
do—I have discovered his nature more by reflection since we
parted, than by experience when we were man and wife. He
will rather continue, against his conscience, and even inclinations,

in error, than be, as he deems it, so weak as to acknowledge he
has a^ted wrong. I cannot go to him unless he wishes it."

" I did not say," exclaimed our hero, glad to catch at this

expression, " that he does not wish it. On the contrary, I do
with sincerity believe, that nothing on earth would give him
more pleasure than the sight of your leddyship at Chastington
Hall. But"—— and he paused.

Her ladyship saw him confused and diffident, the consequence,
at that moment, of his reluctance to advert to the affair of Ferrers.
In fact, he was more satisfied by her sentiments and manner,
than he could have been by any explanation ; and, after a
momentary pause, in which he decided to say nothing on that

subject, he resumed in a lively key, " But no to talk about such
melancholious concerns, I have brought blithe news. Your
leddyship's brother's come home, and will be here betimes the
morn's morning. Poor lad, he's no very strong, and unco easily

fashed ; so I left him on the road to come on at his leisure."

He then explained to her more circumstantially how they had
accidentally met, and the motives which induced him to keep
him from seeing Lord Sandyford.

The countess, who had listened calmly to the whole narrative,

said, with an accent that completely for a moment disconcerted
our hero, " Why should you have supposed that there was any
likelihood of the two quarrelling ? Surely there is nothing in

my case to provoke a quarrel."
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even to the ™aica«„„ „, yZr'l^^^^i::^::^^^
'"**''

eolrtrr: :riti;.nTr V' "" »^~
oanrf «, littk forme" '

"^"^ """ *'»'' «"" Sandyford

fitted, or rathertheZLu! ^'^Z':^/;"^^^^ Jf
'"«'«-

had given to his woris, and 3To !rh ^l'""''™''''
doubt, my leddy, i. comi f„,m Shir If Sf ""' "'

for you than he wUl aUow either himlif
?""' °"'"

thinic; and X fancy that hist^'I^^^^fi^ "^to^^
*"

nusleart crancum about your carina- nntl,,„
""°?'""'^ "^ 'o™

we'll seewhafs to be saW on ^wfr 5 ??
°'''"'"- ^'"'"«'-.

leddyship-s brother corned Buf t u ' ""•"•' "h™ y-r
meaworldoftroubCrr ^utuIdZf T' '1!'' "'» "">

neck, and tumble at ance ouer to Chir f JT ''^' '"" y°"
. right understanding whhvour J^^T- ^"^ ""O =•"»« «»

interloping of any othe7frienT.
'^*'™'' '"°'""' ^'*<'"' *«

The countess smiled, and, during the remainder „f .1,
.ng, turned the conversation into a lighle^Z^tl?!

*° f™-
to the state of her friends in town ' ^ """"^

CHAPTER LXI.
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the horrors of that anarchy, which, under the name of Freedom,
committed such crimes for the personal aggrandizement of a ' «
intrepid adventurers, had produced the change that Lord Sandy-
ford had predicted, and taught him to cling with filial love and
admiration to the institutions of his native land. It seemed to
him as the castle rose before him, over the mists which floated

along the surface of the downs, and which gave to it the appear-
ance of some majestical edifice constructed by necromancy in
the clouds, that it was a superb type of that vast and venerable
moral fabric, which the wisdom, the achievements, and the vir-

tues of ages have reared in this country ; and he felt, as it were,
rebuked by the genius of England, for having so long, from pee-
vish motives of resentment, neglected to perform his proper part
in those great controversies, which have for their object the per-
petual renovation of the pile.

When he reached the gate, he was informed that our hero was
abroad walking, and that the countess had not then made her
appearance. He was, in consequence, shown into the breakfast-
parlour, where he sat for some time alone, ruminating on the
feelings we have described, and tenderly affected towards his
sister, whom he had left the pride of beauty and the ornament
of fashion, but had returned to seek in a seclusion and solitude,

where every object indicated neglect, oblivion, and decay. These
reflections gave a colouring of melancholy to his mind ; and
instead of that peevish sensibility which had rendered him almost
unfit for social intercourse, he became mild and compaa? jate,

and was moved into a sad but pleasing gentleness, that qualified

him to listen with indulgence and pity to any narration of error

or of sorrow. Accordingly, when, on being informed of his

arrival, the countess hastened to embrace him, he received her
with a warmth of affection that was delightful to himself, and
she was so much affected by his emotion and sympathy, that she
wept profusely on his shoulder.

" Hey!" cried Wylie, who entered at the moment, and per-
ceiving how much they were affected, was anxious to divert their

attention, " is my lord on wing already ?"

" What do you mean ?" cried Riversdale, disengaging himself
from his sister.
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" O, naething at all I " replied Andrew. « But it's no the use
and wont of welcoming, to be playactoring in sic a tragical
fashion. In trouth, my leddy and my lord, it will not doTcon-
sidering the job we hae in hand, to be singing, ' Waly waly
up yon bank, and waly, waly, down yon brae,' like Lady Both-
well, when her lord had left her. We live in times when tears
are gone greatly out of fashion; maybe love and affection do na
burn the brighter for a' that. Howsever, we should conform,
and therefore I take it upon me to inhibit you from a' sort of
opera-hke antics, till we hae come to a right understanding wF
the breakfast-table. For I'm of a serious opinion that a weel-
boiled egg, in a raw cold morning like this, is worth mair than
a pmt-stoup of salt tears, or a piper's bag of sighs P,nd sobbing."

This whimsical address had the effect intended, and after a few
other hght and gay expressions, partly allusive to the object of
the meeting, the party sat down to breakfast, with a degree of
cheerfuhiess scarcely to have been expected from the impas-
sioned anguish with which the countess and her brother had
embraced.

"Weel, my leddy," said Andrew, when they had finished
breakfast, and retired to her favourite room in the octaeon
tower, "I hae been thinking all night about you, andliat
whirligig, my Lord Sandyford, and I can mak nothing of your
ease but this-you would fain go back to him, and he wishes
you would come, but he has his doubts."
"Doubts I" exclaimed the countess with agitation, and she

added, with a sigh, « I cannot remove them."
She then recounted with a composed, but impressive voice,

the whole circumstances relative to the child and to Ferrers
and entered into a very circumstantial explanation with her
brother, respecting the pertinacious attentions of the maniac.

T JO * P^*^'" ^^^^ -^^^ Riversdale to the countess, "that
Lord Sandyford cannot hear you report this-his candour would,
without further investigation, be satisfied."

« But I fear," repUed her ladyship," that he cares little whether
1 am innocent or guilty."

" The deevil's in this world!" exclaimed Andrew, "if folk
must suffer wrong without the hope of redress."
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r I should think," said Kiver«lalu pensively, "
,l,„t were Sandy-fom once convinced of the fallacious appearance that has wrecked

ililrsr: .^°" "-'
- ""•"•' •" -""« "> ->- ^-

Jt^'l"'
""""""B." "hi her ladyship, " ,l,at e.nnot bo diffl.

. i,
^°"'

'i'""
'"™'y *""•'»''«» <^''» P™™ "II that I have

Jtated about Ferrers, and it was on that account, 11^1
•Jw wholo b,«mc8s thoroughly, and lay tho result bcforo myhusband; not, however, in the hope that it will induce Wm tomakeany change in the.Ictormination he has taken,! Clon^^ beforo tho fatal paragraph, hi, heart was turn;i ag^"^

din'„f« •''i'..''f"''"
""^ '^"''•'" ''"'""y- """'y h" head- I^na tlunk he's very sound in tl.o judgment about your leddy-

« Ah, WyUo
!

•• exclaimed tho countess, " do not call his jud«.

L1I''T.'™'
'"' "^ °™ '""""K' "^^ '^'""'"y o it.

Th! t^U ^'=<'™r°'-
I '«"»•<•• '•« •endured me so long."The Siddoman majesty and pathos in which this was said

lUversdale, unable to suppress his emotion, rose, and walking to

agitated. He was, however, tho first who broke silence;

•hat he can suffer such immolation. I once knew himiand hemust, mdeed be deplorably fallen from his original brightness
tf^he can bo insensible to the grief which dictates such a senU-

The countess looked at her brother calmly for about the spaceof « minute and then said, "Riversdale, I thought you knew mebetter. But ni^for till lately I knew not my.clf. I will nev"rbe received by Sandyford in compassion-mark that-ncver tean object of hi, pity-no, not even of his generosity. I wUl takeBo hmg less than his love-not that I sfy it is mine If igh,but because I would now deserve it."

And in saying chese words she immediately quitted the roomleaving her brother at once perplexed and surprised.
'
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J
" ^°!'' I !''"''• ""y '°"'" '"M <"" h«ro, " WM over Iwa .in

tli.» mighty madam and her floa-luggit lord ? Od.ake ^f kwerena for ao .hl„g mair than ani.herf! would gr^^ ,he 'wl by
1.0 cuff of .he neck, and baud their no,oa to tho ^nd,tane-^hey deserve no mereyl But, my M, the «orrow'f in ,h"„7;;they get the better „• mo. We'll o'en awa' to ChastingtonlML

and aee what liirky, or Ilel^ehub, or whatever ye 1 ke fo e"
•

hithrawn gude-brother o' your',, ha, to say til/t, f„r "ll no lo

ipi:''nr-'-"' -^ "™"'^ '»' '» -^ '- '-pp^ •-

^.t'I^"" 7t7 '"'•'•"P'^'"'""'''* being," replied Lorf Riven-
dale, "and I fce the force of y„„r good sense constraining™to act, where delicacy, although it is my sister's case, aln^stmakes me shnnk from any further proceeding "

,.7Z\'"^\t']'°''.^' "^ '""'•" ''«"''™'»' Andrew laugh-
Ing, but a bashful missy sort o' thing? I hae nae breo „Chaver, when I'm in earnest, so we'll just take back the chJwyour lordship came hither in, and set off to Chastington wUhoMony more parley about the matter."

""uont

« I doubC ,aid River,dale, " my health will not allow me totravel either so fast or so far."

" Noo, that come, of your doiicates," cried Andrew. " If veoadna been nursing your hypochondriacs to make them thrive,ye would never hae thought about tho travel or the roaAOd«Ae, my lord, If ye're long in my hand,, I'U put mair smed-

.„Ti " ^1°?.; u ^"f °°.T
^"""^ "' "«''• «•«' '^»™ the eountes.

to play at the chuck, with her thimble, a bawbee, and a tam

"
nnd ,tane, till we come back. Indeed, my lord, ye maun gae

L„ 'i-V ? "^'""^ *" '"""' """' '»"«• ""d if Mr Vellumdidna think I wa, on ,ome business of Lord Sandyford's, I

The impetuosity of Andrew succeeded, and they were, in thecourse of a few minutes, on the road to Chastington Hall.
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CHAPTER LXII.

FORTUNE-TELLINO.

After the trial, the gipsies, who had so abruptly left the
town, proceeded straight towards Chastington, whither they had
learned our hero was expected to return with the earl; and
having encamped under the park-wall, they gleaned from among
the woodmen and labourers something of the situation of Lord
and Lady Sandyford, and of the familiarity with which Wylie
was treated by his lordship. The principal motive of this
journey was, doubtless, dictated by gratitude, in order to offer
their thanks, in a more formal manner than they could well do
in the town where they were so much objects of interest.

That there are persons in the world who not only pretend to
possess, but believe they actually do possess supernatural dis-
cernment, and also a very numerous multitude, of all degrees
aud ages, who give them full credit, cannot be denied. Far^
therefore, be it from us to encourage any scepticism to the pre-
judice of a faith so venerable ; especially as it was certain that
our old gipsy woman had the most perfect confidence in her own
oracular powers.

On the morning after the trial she was lingering about the
portal of the hall, when the eari came out, and she immediately
addressed him. « We have come," said she, " to thank you and
the clear spirit in the small tabernacle for the salvation we enjoy.
l?ou have fee'd us, by kindness, to do your bidding, whereso-
ever the task may lie. Is tliere aught wherein our hands may
work, or our spirits toil, or our skill serve, or our good-will aid ?
Speak, and give us pleasure

!

" And she paused abruptly, and
looked steadily in his lordship's face.

"Why do rou look so at me?" exclaimed the earl surprised,
and in some degree offended.

« There's a wish in your heart, my lord," was the reply,
" that you hide from yourself—a vision in your dreams, ray lord,
that you banish on waking."

The frame of mind in which his lordship vas at the time, and
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the tinge of melancholy with which his reflections had for severalmonths been embued, made him peculiarly susceptible toWful .mpress.ons, and he felt something akin to dread afftssingular apostrophe. The sharp-sighted gipsy perceiv^ «,!
•nfluence of her crafty mysticism, a„*d spote,^n^a I w IWflding accent, to the foUowing effect :-" There are timesTdseasons when the stars above favour intents belo^ 2Z Ae

^ hght, to the progeny of coming time. In this hour their

the book of dcstmy, I can unclasp the volume. HaveS i'^

Will then ask my wisdom in vain."
^

'^^^ f^^^^^"d««^o"red to smile at this rhapsody, while hetrembled at the prophetic enerffvof the svhil Ja Jl
held out his hand.

^ ^ '
*""* ** ^^^ ""^"^^

"This palm is empty," said the old woman,

pockel
^"^*''^' '°^ P"' half-a-crown into it from his

Jed::!irm^:ndr^^^^^^^ -^^^ -a
yearns to press its feUow inTindlss. ^a iTseTp^.^^'

^"'

1 thought, said the old woman calmlv "fh,.tT\o^

-17thlntT^T
''"'•" "P"^ "'^'^P'^' "»•••"» but dimlyaU th ngs are not seen as we would see them. But if I mirfifspeak without offence"

cut Ui might

" Certainly," said the earl.

^ginrt Sn-7:rt:iLrMd ^"^ ''^^^^

your ow. «esh, causing to yL^elfsll' ^LX.7'«"-The old woman then broke out with the enerev oTZ'p^w»d predicted, in a long rhapsody of u,^^^''^!^2
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!i

endkM life of conjugal b\m to hU lordship, which hadthoefft^tof «oove„„s h.m from the brief influence, of the superstition,

HiT t •»!'!"'?!"=<'' •»" "'though he laugh's a he
predictions, h« mind retained the colouring, and he returned.nto the house, after liberally rewaniing her, though"ura„1

i%^;:dt[tr'"'^'""''*™"^''°'''-''"p''-^^^^^^
In the mean time onr hero and Uri Riversdale were on theirway from Bretonsbeild Castle to Chastington. They r^achJd4e Sandyford-Arms, at the parle gate, justL the old womaTwI^r^urmng fr^m her interview with the earl, Andrew tarn"

Sh to fe
"
r':,^^'

*° ^'"P'- "y'"^' - ">e same

fZT. "'V'""'";'' ""' ""''' ''"'« " '""'h" Witch ofEndor, or a Maggy Lang; I wonder -hat .he can have been

The gipsy came up instantly to the carriage-window, and

.wt ^, hf.TT"'' rf°"«'""«- "^g"". mueh in the same^e as she had addressed Lord Sandjford, to proffer the servicesofhcrselfandaU her tribe.
• "leaernces

« Maybe," said our hero, « I shall have a bit job by-and-bv inyour way, when I have hens and cocks, or si ver Lon, fhl"can be stolen But what have ye been doing with my lori
"

^
I have read his fortune," was the emphatic reply.

Andre '
'"^^'^ '*™' "^ ^""'—™d what said yeP" cried

w,-l^"'^^i.™"^!i'
'*' '"^'^'^ " their conversation, and the

replied 'I saw h.s empty palm, and liis wedding-ring, that isnot b™ken, but only hidden in the throbbing flesh-a c oud ^around h.m but it is not night-the summer of his da™ s yto come, and along the avenue of future yea«, when he lies downto sleep on h,s mother's besom, I beheld the rose of beauty anS

"Awa, awa, the deU's ouer grit wi' you!" cried Andrewendeavounng to laugh, while he looked at Lord Riversdtk aiTdmwardly confess his faith in what she said; ""'e:^..
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heap o' siller." ^ ^ ""^ * **^"°^ ^^ ^ith a

The fortune-teller, in the Instant, was evidentlv tin^i-again into another paroxysm • but L ml n; T ^ ^^"*
Dullml i.T. iu^ • J

*"**^"*{''"'
'
out LoTd Uiversdalo peevishly

"fUZ ble^lM:- "1 T"'"" '"« P°"-'»y' '"drive oS^

rou seem to undervalue his lordship's good sense if vn„expecc any such effect," was the shi rp ,eLrk7fhl' ^
Ye re a wrang, my lord," replied our hero " Tf fhl ! i

lies wnats cad a man o' genius, and he'll create '.v Vi. »^
">(reau.ty, something rational ont of the auld w7Sm't ZT-ould never enter ony common head."

* ^'
In th.8 sort of conversation they continued sneakino. .ill .1-W R "''. ',' ""' """^ "' *" »»-->• OntXfhe«

CHAPTER LXIIl.

A FKIEND.

flre, ye-U soon no be worfh the t'aking"'
'""^ "' *""" '"^ ""

Wl vL^^f''"r''^""'^
*'*"^'' "^'«" has become of you?"'y did you ouit me so abruptly P"

^
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I Ui

MJMe quit you, my loi-d! how can that be said, when you
stotted youisel' out o' the room like a birsled pea ?"

"Well, but where have you been? ^Vhat have you been
doing ?" rejoined his lordship.

"It'll require thought to answer twa que^dons at once; and
therefore I think we may as weel, for the present, set them by
nands, for I have got dreadful news," said our hero, sfUl gravely.
"Indeed!—What are they?—Have you heard anything of

Lady Sandyford ?" cried the earl eagerly.

"l^our lordship, ye ken, has debarred me from speaking anent
her case, poor leddy ; but what I have heard is another sort of
thing," replied Andrew, stiU preserving the most serious coun-
tenance and voice.

"Have the ^rench laided?" said his lordship gaily, endea-
vouring to rouse himself out of his moping humour.

" rft no say the king's enemy has come to England ; but
somebody has come that your lordship, I'm thinking, wiU no be
overly pleased to see—Lord Riversdale."

" Yes," said the earl, " he has come home ; I heard of his helm
here."

^

"Yes, he's come; and it was at the request of my leddy, the
countess," replied Andrew.
"Was it by your advice?" enquired his lordship sternly. But

our hero was none intimidated by the severity of his manner;
he felt, indeed, like the surgeon who probes the wound of a
patient whom he esteems ; and he disregarded the pain or the
irritation which he at the moment occasioned.

" I think, my lord," said he, earnestly and unaffectedly, " that
it is not possible to prevent me from speaking to your lordship
about my leddy. Things come round that oblige me to interfere,
as if I were ordained by heaven to be a mean of mending your
broken happiness. Look, my lord, how the course of fortune
works to that end

: I was a friendless lad, and ye gied me a nest-
egg out of the magnanimity of your own free-will; that was as
a retaining fee to make me serve you, through weal or woe, a*
my days. Then came my forgathering in the wood with the
gipsies, which led me to get a gUmpse of the history of the bairn
of the Rose and Crown. Syne oanis
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.n me. y„„ h„„„d and oblfgaJt^wtr^r°"''™°''

Then when ye refused to do iustW aJIT '"^ '°"'">'-

have counselled your lordsWrv^Tf "'i'"""°"<'y''«I*ould
«nd left the ™„i,. buV F^^Lr ,/°" '"''' "P"" »«•
Riversdale, when y; ^0^:^S' '^''' "»- MyW
mysterious thing, n.y lord and .jT ""T',™'' ''^dorful and
comm«Uty. he Stenedt're^l I'r" ^' ? " ^'^P'-^*"-

for ot hotrad^uXe^^^^l *« -• -i* -otion

,

with the mood in ^Sf^^J^^.'^r:- 'Vf"""""^
fipi but suddenly checkinguSriHT ""^ '*'* "» '"""
I think this is useless con?em&„ T^ ir"'''^'

"'«'y«^
were innocent of the suspec~ut, ftaS ^'^L'''"'^^""'change in my determination. lWli*„.l^'.

"""''' ""^e "o
clearly enough-that I still bear tZ^.?"*^'" """ ^'"' »««

"ffection; and often I tUnk to ™!^A^''"'""'''
"''"'7 '"ly

naturaUy that automatonwhth^S V"''^ *« " ""^
it is impossible for me to Tbrnit ti^^ fT^™ '^"' "»«• B-'
that we have so mise^bly^XTer.- '" "^ '''* >- «» '^^

"That,' said Wylie «mflv»,«
the opinion of youJ krdsS? ttV^T""^ "^'''«»» »
that It sh .uld be e^plZl to the Ji 7 5" ""'""'?• "^"1
Kiversdale will no be oTeriy :olZth1r^° -^ "'""^ ^
the penanee of an ill-doer mrivh* """ *»"'<' "J^
think she has beenm^^l^T^'^'" '""^'"P <'««»»
the thoughtlessness ofyomh JltiZ ^"^ ""^^^^ « »
."i do not think that^CobLTtoenr"^

'rith Lord Riversdale on t"esS ZT".^ '^^'"^"n
of her own accord."

•" ^^^ Sandyforf went away

^^^iTir^''^:Zti^''-' :*-•' -i-t what i

« right, to knowwhy iSr^^Sr " "f
'•.''''I *« world has

indulge your own fancii rt 1™?^^ " '" '^ ^'"'«' ">
detriment of a noble leddy." * ^' *" '^ ^"-^ "d
The ear. looked auuzed at .he intrepidity with which this
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wa^ expressed, and then said, « There is something about you,
Wyhe, that prevents me from quarrelling with you; but had
any other man spoken to me with such an accent" •

"You would have done well to listen to him," interrupted
Andrew calmly. "My lord, ye re in the wrang; ye're far
wrang; ye may set up the golden image of your own opinions,
but no honest man will bend down and worship before it ; espe-
cially the like of me, who, for my own credit, would have your
lordship beloved and respected. Your kindness to me I would
reckon a disgrace to endure, if I didna think your lordship, by
nature and habit, a man from whom it was an honour to be so
favoured as I have been. Therefore, my lord, you will have to
see Lord Riversdale."

"I will not, Wylie, nor any other man on the subject; I do
violence to my own feelings in enduring to be so lectured by
you

" I never doubted that ; and if there wasna a restraining power
of inordinate civility about you towards me, ye wouldna have
tholed the half of what I have said, half so long," cried Andrew
briskly.

"By Jove!" said Lord Sandyford, scarcely able to preserve
his temper, "this is driving me to the wall v^rith a vengeance !"
and he rose and walked to one of the windows. Our hero, who
had been standing during the whole conversation, waited in
silence for about a minute, and he then said, " Shall I ring the
bell for Lord Riversdale ?

"

" Is he in the house ?" cried the eari, startled by the question.
"Yes," was the cool answer; " he came with me; and the

sooner the business is done*the better."

His lordship made no reply, but walked several times hurriedly
across the floor, turning up the curis from his forehead with his
hand, and breathing thickly. Andrew was alarmed at his agi-
tation, and the struggle which for some time he evidently made
to control his feelings, but without effect ; and said, in an accent
of sorrow and anxiety, " I have gone too far: your lordship
is ill."

" Not further than a friend should go—not further than a
friend I" exclaimed the earl, but without lookinff at him.



M I mmm

Ing about you,

you; but had

I," interrupted

ng; ye're far

own opinions,

sfore it ; espe-

uld have your

to me I would

r lordship, by
onour to be so

I will have to

subject ; I do

o lectured by

raining power

ivouldna have

cried Andrew

le to preserve

vengeance !

"

)ur hero, who
)n, waited in

all I ring the

the question,

tue; and the

nes hurriedly

lead with his

id at his agi-

idently made
in an accent

our lordship

rther than a

him.

CHAPTia LXIV.—DECISION.
289

Several minutes of silenee succeeded ; during which hi, 1„M!>bip so far mastered himself that ).» .1, a *
.

'"""

considerable ease " It m>!tt T • ""'J"™ "^ """^ with

I«t. I will seTftive^rbuI n'oTT ^'t''
""""^ *» *« »'

time bring him tom!^ *
''"' "'" ^"'*

'

" *« ""^ »f « »l>or

t

countenance, andX^Xl^tifts l^r' "^'^

ness, but my honour is in your hands " '^ ^^^"

-^^i^o^-dTt-'^rr^^--^^^^^^^

CHAPTER LXIV.

UECISIOW.

The interview between the earl and Lord P,v« a i

conduced with some degree of form:Uty^„"'ea!r:We TUconversation was opened by the latter, expressirhist^*?^*?

irb=s:r-^-^.'Sgi^:eetui;

f
P-k of. But feeling as a mY^ ft" :^^ ttaTour"?/''"

justice take any legal steps against CrlXhCh^J'
"°

mo .ve to allow her to e^joy aU the benefit of [ha '^.l^nce "

„:...?? ."y.r'V' '-"^^t, is pure from all I1T!1
xvivcreuaie, wiiu animation. '

°'**'*

3.
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.u to understand the calm and polite remarkrejoice

of the earl.

" What then is to he done ?—Wliy is she to suflFer all the

c«msequences of imputed guilt?" cried the viscount, somewhat

sharply.

" My lord," replied the earl, " do not let us part under any

misconception of this unhappy business. I have never ceased

to love your sister, and I shall be proud to do every thing to

promote her happiness. She lives but for the admiration of the

crowd, and I will supply her to the utmost limit of my income

to gratify her vanity. But only on this condition, that I hear

of her no more."

" She will reject with scorn all pecuniary obligations. I sus-

pect, my lord, that you do not know her worth," replied Rivers-

dale, with an accent so bitter that it almost threw Sandyford

off his guard. He, however, maintained himself so far, as to say

coldly

—

" Certainly I do not know her—if what I propose will not

indemnify her for the loss of my company. But, my lord, I

would beg your attention to one simple truth—^we were for years

together man and wife—^in all that time she saw me plunging

from error to error, rushing onward to ruin. Did it ever occa-

sion to her a pang ? Did she ever make one effort to check my
infatuation ? Or did ever the lucid intervals of contrition draw

from her one word of soothing or of commiseration ? No man
need speak tn me of the powers of Lady Sandyford's mind—none

could be more surprised than I was at seeing such derogatory

guilt imputed to her—none questioned more the complexion of

the evidence by which it seemed confirmed. I rejoice that she

has convinced you of her innocence. I believe her most entirely

Innocent—not merely because, as you say, her guilt, were she

guilty, could be so easily proved ; but because her declaration is

in unison j^rith the opinion which I entertain of her character

—

a moral persuasion that strong evidence indeed would be required

to shake. But I would as soon take one of these china jars into

my bosom for a wife, as the cold, the formal, the not less artifi-

cial Lady Sandyford. It is in vain, my lord, that you tell me
of her personal innocence—she has been to me not only the
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cause of much miserv hnf «« « •

.he value of .,o^i" ^r/do elTr"^ "^ "»""
have often thought there were the0^? ?" '" '""• """ '
m your sister, but thev as often ellZ, *^" ''"""'""y

call themforth-while .hrh^"!?f t f^ "" "^ emleavours to

Our hero, who ^^^fLfZT^'''^ '"' »*«"•
inteiposed, and said, " Tmrlvt^'"'^''""' '»' ^l™". here

drinkers dree, for himiliatateClL J'
""" '^. ^"" "'««

as my auld schoolmaster usliTJ 1°T "^ *« ''»»«-

pnWea^trarleladdles-andtS^^^^^^^^

>n;,ts:t"i':sfn':^r "" ?'™" »' "» ^--
cate Riversdale, and he reSrafefthrT' """^ '" '»'"-

of my sister hut I fe„ u is ^ZZj^^""' ""^ '""^"''»-

JeX^net;:,tTJe'''~- "> -«
"Heavens and earth siZt^! .

'""''"'^"J "ft and cried,

my wark, and pain^a d treubleTenT"" "f '
"""^' '^ ^'

the hobleshow in FranceYMv ^f T ""''"""'='»''«• "«»"
Lord Rive..dale, are ve do ted^^ 11'tV' *" ^ ""O you,
grief, under th; doll of dth„no„r i^ '"

Y""" '" ?»' '"

raakesbletherssoundlikesent„rT'.u "''"'" "><' '"«= o' vou
And in sayin, ^^7Z:tZ;:'T^'-^'^^^^-'without ceremony throwinirhimc.lP-..u^ ""* "^"""i and

he had come with Lo7w,i5 » H t?^"-"'""^^'"
''hieh

court, he wa, beyond the Z^^ "^ !'"«'' ^«« «'ood in the

•"-shield Castle,rfor^LT^-«* !;,'"'' "" *^ ""^ '» Bre-

astonishment wiich hU tehemenc"e T".?"^-^ '""" «>«

produced.
vehemence and suddei, departure had

her e'ar7y"^o«ta* ^'"'ilTr'l!^ T'""™ '"""« <'""™ '»

entered, that he broZt some i "''t''.'"'''
'^ *•« P^o'pitatelv

servant. *- -" •

"^"'.'™o important news, and ord--^— -^
-

-rant. .„ ,„,re instantly, rose from table.
'

' ™""'S ""•'
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*' Yon daffodil, your brother, and that corky, your gudeman,
havena as meikle sense in baith their bouks as your leddyship

has in your wee finger ; so ye maun just come away with me to

Chastington Hall," exclaimed Andrew, " for I wotddna be sur-

prised to hear of their colleaguing to put you to death."

Lady Sandyford resumed her seat, and said, " What do you
mean?"

" What do I mean !

" re-echoed our hero. " That ye're ouer

lang here. Fm no, however, in a composure to tell you all the

outs and ins of what has passed. T3ut my lord says ye're a china

flowerpot, and for that he'll no take you back ; and your willy-

wally of a brother sympathizes with the gross nonsense. Noo,

my leddy, be what ye are—come with me to Lord Sandyford

—

his heart is yours, if he thought ye had ane to give in return.

Confound him with your worth, and with that noble spirit that

has made you feel so lowly ; shine out with a glorious acknow-
ledgment of past errors, and I'll lay my lugs the summer of baith

your days ia yet to come."

The countess smiled, and said, " I perceive my brother has

given me up, and that you alone are ..ly friend. I will go
with you. It is an atonement that I make for the rashness

of following my father's advice; and my heart derives an assu-

rance from your warmth, that Lord Sandyford wiU do justice

to my endeavours to recover his affection."

" That's a braw leddy, and ye'll get a bawbee to buy an apple

at the fair!" exclaimed Andrew, in that sort of kindly admiration

with which a child is praised for good behaviour.

CHAPTER LXV.

lOVE tif A DICKET.

Feom a sentiment of delicacy towards Lady Sandyford, en

account of the feelings with which she was at the time agitated,

our hero not onlv declined a seat in her carriao^e but insisted
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" Up, Mrs Flounce," said he m «>),p woo .i

ping into the oarri.^' after he^ It,™^ "iT'"'
"' "f^

•"Hi you, and we can eourt there oT„,L
"^

t ?' '^'° «°'"8
may get a smart husband before W?""^'

''*" """"" ''»' '«

.ors::LTrair;rh:frf'»r''""--''»'>''«»
^Ued with a gi,„e, as sre;":^T^^f^^L^ ^^
—don't talk such stuff to me." ^ ^°®^^^

In the mean while he hoA ch«* i.

"Weel, weel," sa^ Wyt ^"t l''""."**;''™'-
".ount, my daV And ^th7"/r^ ' '^ »«»'"' •»"

dickey, and was iLeS:L;:ti^t^' ^'""^ "'' ""» *"
flounce," said he whpn t^^^„

had a great desire ,„Taet:,XTan7"'' "' ''"' '""^

^'^^J^u,- rorXh.eano.ion th^Xl^TnrZT^

nonsense to me- for I ^»„ » ^ ""^ """* "^ «>« «•««

oppoX'to^eXetrht"--r "'-
time not in a humour to can4 „?'?,, *"™ '''""y «« «•»»

as Flounce thought, on a^X™'t of
,^"*°"""''' '"'"'-^>'%.

shown; but at last she bTZ toll Tf '"'"' ^''^ ^'«'

been a little too hard-heaS ^' *"' ^^^^P' ^^^ ^ad

degree reUeved from his anZlv I„d H • •
" ''' '"^ '° """^

a flae bracing air, as l^^f'C "",? "" "'''"'y »'<'"« i»

who never faSs to vTndtate
'
v „? '' ''™' '™' N"'"^.

dne share of attention a:dh"dtlmS'' "'l^
"' "*' "-

Entirely f„^«i„, .,;, ,, hld't'oTalJ^^X-^'^. -.?»«?•

" ™^^" '•"' "''" -"- -^'=«-^'hei.gai;i"d::rE
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With a slight accent of pathos in his voice, "Od, Mrs Flounce,

but I feel something very queer about my heart."

" La !

" cried the abigail, not displeased to have the conversa-

tion renewed—"How can you go for to say such things, Mr
Wylie?"

" It's as sure as death ; and unless I get something soon to

comfort me, I dinna think I'll be able to stand out the journey,"

was the unaffected reply; to which he added, glancing at a basket

which Flounce held in her lap, and from which the neck of a

pint-bottle protruded from the midst of tawdry second-hand

artificial flowers, and knots of riband, " What have ye got in that

basket?"

" Nothing for you," said she, with a giggle,

" Robbery !

" exclaimed he, in a jocular tone ; but altogether

uncqnscious of what was passing in her bosom—" Robbery is

justifiable, when it's a work of needcessity ; so I hae a great

mind, Flounce, to see what ye hae hidden aneath thae gum-
flowers."

" That you sha'n't, take my word on't," replied Flouqce, with

a jocund tartness ; " so keep your distance, I say, and not oflfer

for to ^o such lengths with me."
" Noo really. Flounce, this is very cruel of you ; for my heart

begins to fail me, and I would be vastly obligated for ony thing

of a cordial nature that ye can bestow."

The tender damsel began to feel her severity yielding to this

sincere importunity ; but still, for the honour and dignity of the

sex, she was determined not to be lightly won, and she replied,

" Mr Wylie, I would haw you to know that I don't like any

such insinivations."

"Very weel," cried Andrew laughing, "if you won't surrender

at discretion, I'll tak you by storm;" and a struggle ensued, in

which Flounce made a most Amazonian resistance.

Our hero, however, was successful ; but instead of seizing her

by the hands, and pressing them with a lover's ardour, he took

hold of the basket by the handle, and wrenching it from her

grasp, flung her gumflowers away, and drew out a cold veal -pie,

which, with the pint-bottle—and that contained cherry-brandy
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cftri:' whnrfrr* "•""t!'"'
'"'''^'"- " ">» ""p*

disple«„e of .he m„„ S' rad^L^ tdT„
•"'"'"''

"l"

done with the pie ?

"

haveners. What have you

spice, IJ w^a sU"' " "^ ^"^ """"""'"^ ""^ ^he

actual disappearance of the BaTv • »nS ' ,.
^'^ *"="'"''' *«

her head two or three bril shakeT
'"^P"'^'"" "•» g"™

^ur hero. I U buy you twa bigger and better pies for't o„y

the remainder of the jouLy, she was' ^oth dV^ ^"fZl^^
." our „e™, a„d when he attempted to . ..Jwlii,- ft^^iiT-^
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after his hunger had been so effectually appeased, she repulsed
him with indignation. He was, however, i-jither amused than
disconcerted by her scorn, and took fifty ways of tormenting
her, until, no longer able to bridle her rage, she assailed him
with such a volley of epithets, that, by the time they reached
Chastington Hall, they had come to decided hostilities, and she
i^ouid not permit him even to assist her to alight from the
dickey

;
the consequence of which was, that her foot slipped,

and she came plump down upon the pavement, to the infinite

diversion of the post-boys and of the servants, who, on hearing
a carriage enter the court, had come flocking from all parts of
the mansion.

CHAPTER LXVI.

THE RECONCILIATION.

For some time after Wylie had so abruptly quitted the earl

and Lord Riversdale, they sat in visible perplexity ; a desultory

conversation was maintained, but so broken, and with such long
intervals of silence, that it was evidently the result of constraint;

and that their minds were wandering to other objects of dearer

interest.

At last Riversdale rose to go away, without having once again
alluded to the situation of his sister ; and he was too much at a
loss to divine the cause o£ our hero's flight and absence, for he
was but slightly acquainted with his direct and plain-dealing

humour to express what he felt at a behaviour which to him
seemed at once so extravagant and inexplicable. Not so the

earl ; the idea once or twice occurred to him that Andrew was
gone to bring the countess herself; but he suppressed it, in the

persuasion that he would not venture to take so great a liberty.

It, however, had the effect of keeping him also silent ; and per-

haps it unconsciously induced him to request Riversdale to stay

dinner with more earnestness than mere politeness required.

Persuaded that Andrew was engaged on some business connected
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with the object of the viscount's visit h. j •

fMuIt should be ascertained l^f.J
''"''""' "«« ">«

»i»ffled feeling, w,TJwchh. ^"^ "'»"'"<'' '»« 'he

»I«akinff on the sTlljcet
" '*"""^ P^'»'«' '"". from

tions on tl.e prices of DictuL • f '"P"*' "'h d^erta-

8iun,s„ntheLce>L:'t :S;rS;"^s"T'"'-'°-good anecdotes of the most rid,,.i,-l u
*'• '"'' """strous

a «ord arose with ^t To hat b!."'^'"?
"""»

'
•»" »<"

theonefrem Vienna .-Z wi h L"j'""''' '"«' ''""Sht
-a-hed and penetrat'ed theT^ co^The 1" .'T'

'»"»"'
The earl conducted his br^lrl! I

''""'*"^-

showed him the ohanJ maH^ T °™'' *« P"'- and
dale, who possecs^ aSSlV"^ """f

"?''"«'
'
»d Rivers-

impmvements. k>."y trills *"l?'''' ™K^'«' ^"ri""'

most urbane manner; but Z-^!?" *'" P"«'e«l«I i- the

his eye towards the gr^„d LniT. "'.^''"''^'""' »»"=«'
among the grounds i^Xjlv "n jhe

^^' '^''' '™"" ™''
Still there was no appeamnce of „. J""""^

"^ ** """<•»•

dinn^r-bell gave warnh^Thri. L" time"^';"" "I"™
"'' ""'

together, both perplexed and ibonZfi- '' ""^ '*'»"'«1

been questioneS as toX ton e, f^J^ '
"""""""'^ "«" ''«' they

is probable that ne.tr trre;:rj:e':b™" Tt''^''"''
"

any rational answer
"^ °"'*'" "'"''d have given

andT::trt:tr;Tmr:''tr '- '-'- '-^ p--^'
drawing.„„„, became pde and^^^ T'^^" ''^'" '•- *«
Soon after, ou^ hero Im7,r^7^ :."°'""""'*»««'y*«'ed.
"ithout s^ungmrorhi •

fL" rdtn"T .•'™''"^
cha.r, seemed to be gazing at the ll^h T^ "^"'' '" ""o

his eye was constantly uLl!^r '
"" "" "''"'"»• "•>««

Lorf Riversdale lo4rfT wr .tT'^
"'™'* "» ''«>'

sityi but a feeling which he eo^IJ /•" '"°'' '""'"^^ ""rio-

the power of speaki^
"''' ""' "^"- "^^P'"*! him of

When Andrew had sat in this state for about five minutes, he
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rose pnd moved with rapid and disoniered steps towards the

door. In an instant, however, he checked himself, and waliLins;

calmly back to his chair, folded his arms, and looked gloomily

on the floor.

Another five minutes passed, and he oegan to rub his hair

with his hand, and to beat with his heel ; at last he said to Lord

Riversdale, " Dog on't, but this is dreadfu'."

A servant at that moment happened to have occasion to como

•into the room, and, as he opened the door, Andrew started up

and rushed towards it ; but on seeing who it wad, he shrunk

back, and walking to one of the windows, retired behind the

curtains, as if to hide the emotion of his disappointment.

" What have you done ? " cried Lord Riversdale, alarmed by

his strange and agitated manner.

'' Made a spoon jr spoilt a horn," was the impressive reply.

" For the love of heaven, explain yourself!" exclaimed his

lordship eftrnestly.

" When my head's round again in its right posture. Then

;

but hae patience till then," said our hero, becoming still more
and more agitated.

" I fear " resumed R"versdale.

" So do I, so do I
!

" interrupted Andrew, running out from

behind the curtain ; but all at once checking himself, he added,

calmly, " What should I fear ? I hae done but what duty and

honesty required of me ; the issues are in the hands of Provi-

dence, and they canna be in better. My lord, we're twa fools to

be racking ourselves at this gait ; I ought to have mair confi-

dence in both Lord and Lady Sandyford, than to give myself up

to a panic like this."

At these words, several bells were rung hastily, r.<'- : ous'le

was heard in the gallery, which led to the drawing-room. Lord

Riversdale instinctively opened the door, and a blaze of lights

was seer approaching. Andrew darted a hasty glance outj and,

uttering & shout of gladness and delight, rushed into the gallery;

and in Ies.« uma a "minute after, returned, leading the earl and

countes. fiit L.jjh a benign expression of satisfaction in his

counteni5.n«:e, that Lord Riversdale often afterwards declared he

had never seen anv thino" half so magnificent and wondered how

L^^
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arrival attended ^ithli^7,T' ^ "">"»? of their lad/,

ever, became graduallyCtar»„ i

^"^ """"""' "''«'•, how-
that the mvthlJ of tl rr. •

'™'"'' " ^''« « P'y it i,

thi. nigh, have rfbe^ In aUar
I" M '""' ' """"^ "'^eVwise

social festival in h„„1„r ofhl IT'"'
'"'' '"'«""«' "">«

you have taught me one th g' wh """l
'^^"''- '"^ «»".

it i. the benevolence "fHeL;":;t:"T''''°«=>«o'o'kindneM,
good for ourselvea. The naS. ^t^ ?/' '" ""'''''o «"»«
you, and which dictated tot' [in. .T"

""" ""' ''" «"•

your welfare, was the purrp^mprinJ" f '*''J
"""' '"" '"'"' '-
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questioned that considerations less disinterested than those feel-

ings, mingled with the agreeable reflections which naturally

belong to the success of a benevolent purpose. He could not

but be sensible that in their happiness he had obtained a fulcrum
for the engines that were to raise his own fortune, and that, in

all probability, he had secured the patronage of the Marquis of

Avonside, as well as that of the earl. But we should be doing
him injustice, to suppose that the persuasion of this jproduced

any change in his conduct or demeanour. He had, as we h e

early insinuated, formed in his outset a plan of life, and to that

he adhered with the constancy and the zeal of a character

endowed with strong inherent powers and sensibilities, the value

of which was fully appreciated both by Lord and Lady Sandy-
ford, in a conversation with Lord Riversdale one morning, after

Andrew had left Chastington Hall, and returned to London.
His lordship, on remarking upon his earnest simplicity and

peculiar humours, observed, that he thought it was the duty
equally of the two families to unite their interest and influence

for his advancement.
'' I expect," said the countess, " that my father will feel the

obligation
; but for Sandyford and myself, he is our friend ; and

we shall never insult the greatness of his mind with the ofler of
any favour, for we owe him every thing. Our part is to pro-
mote his happiness and his honour."

And when, in the course of a few days after this conversation,
the Marquis of Avonside came to congratulate them on their

reunion, the subject was renewed, with a declaration on the
part of the earl, that, in a pecuniary point of view, he considered
his whole fortune at the disposal of Wylie ; but he added, laugh-
ingly, " Perhaps if you knew the being, my lord, you would
think there was no great generosity in my saying so, though I
do it with the most perfect sincerity."

" Then," replied the marquis, " I see what I ought to do. I
will take him under my own particular patronage ; and the first

thing I shall do on my return to town will be to see him, and
ascertain what he is fit for, and then the whole weight of my
influence shall be exerted in his favour."

" I doubt, my lord," replied the earl somewhat wae-e-Jshlv—* - CO

—

'-J
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ni f

wishes of such dear relations, and to manifest my own high
sense of your prudence and zeal, I have sent for you this morning,
with the view of enquiring in what manner my influence can be
serviceable to your interests."

Andrew had some notion of the general character of his lord-
ship, and this short speech enabled him to understand it tho-
roughly.

" I am greatly obligated," .vas his answer, " for such kindness;
but I am no able to point out, at this present time, just to say
how your lordship's great power and efficacy might be service-
able."

"I can easily obtain for you a lucrative appointment abroad,"
said the marquis.

" That would be a great thing," replied Andrew ; "but as I'm
of a, learned profession, I would fain go on with it, rather than
gang abroad in a situation where I might not be able to give
satisfaction, and might, in consequence, affront your lordship,
and thereby lose that good opinion, which is of mair value to
me than gold."

"You are a very discreet young man," said the marquis, eon-
ciliated by the address with which this was said. "But in your
profession I may have it in my power to assist you."

" There can be no doubt of that, my lord—your lordship has
it in your power to be the maker of a man, whenever it stands
with your own pleasure," replied Andrew respectfully.

The marquis smiled in the most self-complacent manner, and
with an accent of the greatest good-humour, said, " Then I can
assure you, Mr Wylie, that I was never more disposed to make
any man than at this time ; only show me the way."

This was coming effectually to the point ; and Andrew, aware
of the strict honour with which his lordship redeemed his pro-
mises, said, "I'm sure, my lord, it is not to seek what I ought
to say in the way of thankfulness, for this great patronage; but
for some sma' time yet, I cannot weel see how it may be rightly
applied. Howsever, if your lordship, when I find a fitting occa-
sion to call for your powerful succour, would be pleased to gie
me a bit lift in the way o' business, I'll be greatly your debtor."

" Not at all, Mr Wylie, not at all ; and I must say that your
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a plate at his Sunday's dinner. The old gentleman wds, indeed,
his chief confidant, and by his experience enabled him to lay
out the proceeds of his salary to the best advantage. On dif-

ferent occasions, Andrew had insisted on repaying the money
which was so generously advanced for his outfit; but Mr Ipsey
as often refused it in the most decided manner. After the
reconciliation of Lord and Lady Sandyford, however, partly with
the view of indirectly discharging the debt, but chiefly to express
the obligations that he felt himself under for the kindness he
had received from Mr Ipsey, he presented his kinswoman with
a handsome piece of plate, and from time to time continued to
make her small presents of lace, which he had observed was
almost the only article of finery that she admired; but ladies in
general, whatever their stock and tastes may be, are particu-
larly pleared with gifts of lace, especially Mecklenburg,
Brussels, or Valenciennes, when it has been smuggled by the
donors themselves.

By these means, his character, without being materially raised

in the opinion of his early friends, was fully established as a
young man of good sense, destined to acquire riches. His
grandmother and the schoolmaster, on the receipt of every new
letter, were the more and more persuaded of this, and that he
would surpass all their brightest hopes. This persuasion, how-
ever, was not founded on any thing he said, but upon the con-
stancy of success which seemed to attend him, and also upon
some imperfect report of the company in which he had been
seen by Miss Mizy and Mary Cunningham during their visit to

London.
^

With respect to Miss Cunningham, from the time she had
returned Martha saw her but seldom; and when she enquired

occasionally for Andrew, it was in a politer, but far less agree-

able manner, than before her visit to the metropolis. The old

woman remarked the difference in speaking of it to the master,

but ascribed it to anxiety on her brother's account, who, after

his removal to the Craiglands, grew every day worse and worse,

insomuch, tliat towards the end of the year his recovery was
deemed hopeless.

Mr Tannyhill, who had ever taken the warmest interest in
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pever forget it, and the sad hand poor Wheelie made with his
task of fifty psalms till I helped him."

S '^!!f
"'" ^^'^ *^^ ™^*^'" "^'^^ guileless simplicity, " what for.

Miss Mary, do ye so geek at the honest lad's thriving?"
"I don't know why I should," was the answer, "for I'm sure

It always gives me pleasure
; but my aunt has taken it into her

head that he's another Solomon, and is constantly plaguing me
about paying him a visit when he's lord mayor of London. 'Tis
surprising to hear what nonsense sensible people will sometimes
talk. I dare say he's a very kind and dutiful grandson, and in
time h^ may return among us, like the nabobs from India, with
a heavy purse and a broken constitution, and nobody in the
pan
J

will be better pleased to see him than myself; but really,
Mr Tannyhill, I do not understand why you should fancy that
I can have any particular interest in the matter."

' I'm very glad to hear you say so. Miss Mary," replied the
simple advocate

;
« for I had a fear that maybe, when ye met him

at that grand ball in London, he had done something that wasna
just suitable from Martha Docken's oye to the Laird of Craiff-
lands' dochter."

^

The blood instantaneously overspread the face of his ikir audi-
tor, and deepened her roses to the colour of the ruby; but
presently recovering herself, she laughed, and said, « O dear no!
On the contrary, he behaved far better than I could have thought.
I had no idea "lat the creature was possessed of half so much
mother wit. He was both better bred, and far more sensible,
than any other gentleman we met there."

But although this conversation, on the whole, afforded unquali-
fied delight to the innocent dominie, there was yet something in
the behaviour of Miss Cunningham that he could not compre-
hend

;
and he set down her apparent dislike to hear of Andrew's

prosperity to that jealousy of adventurous talent, which about
this time began to enter into competition with the entailed
gentility of those feudal relics, the west country lairds— not
reflecting that single women never think on such a subject, nor
even married ones, when they have many daughters to dispose of.
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judgment, as Andrew himself described it; and said, "What did
you say, Mr Wylie?"

"I was saying," resumed Andrew, "that may bo it might be
as well if you would tak me into partnership."

"Partnership!" exclaimed the solicitor; "why, you know
nothing of business. You have ac(iuircd neither the requisite

knowledge of the forms, or the substantials of the law."

"I didna say any thing about them. I only thought that, ifyou
would take me in for a partner, some good might come out o't."

Mr Vellum remembered in what way Lord Sandyford had
saddled him with seven hundred and fifty pounds a-year, and
did not much like this proposition, on the eve of a visit to his

lordship. He however replied, in a calm and reasonable man-
ner, "In course of time, Wylie, you may perhaps have reason
to ^xpect an interest along with me ; but at present you must
be sensible tliat you are still too young."

"Mr Pitt," replied Andrew, "wasna muckle older than me,
when he was made minister of Great Britain, France, and Ire-

land."

" You do not surely compare yourself with Mr Pitt ? " ex-
claimed Vellum, petrified at the remark.

" O dear, no !

" answered Andrew ; " I had nae sic thought.
He was minister of three kingdoms ; but I'm only wanting a bit

share or portion in your business. There's p.r? unco diiference

between it and three kingdoms, Mr Vellum."

The solicitor did not well know what answer to make to this.

He was chilled to think with what pertinacity Andrew adhered
to his proposal ; and, somewhat eagerly, said, " Pray, Mr Wylie,

has any body suggested this notion to you ? I am surprised how
it could be supposed you were qualified already to take a part

as principal in my business."

"I'll be vera plain wi' you," replied Andrew; "just as plain

and as pleasant, as ye are wi' me. Nobody said any thing to

me on the subject, nor did I ask the advice of any body; but I

thought ye were yoursel' by this time sensible o' the weight of

my interest."

"I have had reason," retorted Vellum, in an acute tone, "to

know that weight."
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lordship's concerns, which were in his hands, are welcome to my
acceptance."

Vellum laughed, and said, " And .o, with all this in store, you
have been slyly feeling my pulse. Upon my conscience, Wylie,
if you are not the most unfathomable being I ever knew. How-
ever, to show you that I duly appreciate tho importance of the
clients that you are likely to bring to us, i will admit you at
once to a half of our mutual business, and the partnership shall
be dated from this day."

" A bargain be't," cried Andrew gaily; adding, "And ye may
depend on't, Mr Vellum, that the horse that brings grist to the
mill is as useful as the water that ca's the wheel. I'll no trouble
you with ony interference in the professional parts of the busi-
ness; but I'll ettle my best to gather wark for your head and
haiids."

In this way the footing of Andrew was established in the world

;

and Vellum, with his characteristic promptitude, then said, "A
number of friends and clients are to dine with me to-day at
Sandyford House, and you must be of the party, when I will
announce the connexion that has been formed, and which, I
doubt not, will redound to our mutual satisfaction and advan-
tage.

CHAPTER LXX.

ECONOUy.

If retvrning home to dress for dinner, our hero reflected that
it would be no longer respectable in him to continue those par-
simonious habits which he had hitherto maintained, and that

although it was still prudent to adhere to an economical system,
yet it was not fit he should continue to present to his old friends

that appearance of penury, of which he had not, without obvious
reasons, been accused. Accordingly, he determined to sacrifice

to the opinion of the world, and, aware of the character which he
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tXH ye say in your advertising accounts of mv Lady This's balland my Lord That's dinner, wo nmun hao a' 'the .lelicacies o'

S

season. Its my first dinner, and I would be affrontit ffin itwasna past conunon-which it nmst both be in the rarity and
the goodness. And I'll tell you another thing, Mr Comflt--the
dainties of the first and se<.ond course ye'll serve up on the finest
china, with a the rcpusito appurtenances, in the best order-
for we maun first i.lease the eye, and satisfy the mouth, beforewe play ony pranks; but in the third course, and the dessert, yemaun show your cunning-baith in the viands and the vessels.As for the eatables, I say nothing, let them only be the rarest
and the best; but for the vessels, knives and forks, &c., ye'll
g(. through all the curiosity and china shops, and pick out the
(iueerest and drollest sort of plenishing that's possible to be ha<l.
ye,ll no buy t, however, for that would be needless; but hire it
let the cost be what it may."

'

These instructions were promised to be carefully fulfilled •

and wo need not add, that orders for luxuries, by those who arc'
supposed able to pay for them, are never in London stinted in
the supply.

No similar event, in the higher sphere of the world of fashion
had, for many years, excited so much speculation as the ideJ
of our hero s dinner. The guests invited amounted to twenty-
one, and the majority were persons of the first rank and con-
sideTation in the country, actuated, in general, by the curiosity
of the thing

;
some, however, were influenced by the persuasion,

that, under Andrew's simplicity and plain exterior, talents for
business of a high ord^r were concealed, and several were
interested in the affair, by their delight and relish of his curious
humour. All agreed in one thing, that a dinner from Wylie
must of itself be something very extraordinary; and that in a
street which none of their coachmen or servants had ever heard
of, it could not fail to afford them much amusement, whatever
the fare might be. A vast deal of talk was the consequence,
and, upon comparing notes, it was soon discovered that the party
had been selected with great sagacity; insomuch, that interest
began to be made for a place. But our ..o was inexorable;
none but his elderly and most distinguished friends and acquain-
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their importunity, under an assurance that Wylie was to give a

most incomparable ball, and that Lady Clackit was to do the

matronly honours on the occasion. Some thought that Andrew
had not made a very good choice, but all ag reed th£.t, when it did

take place, the thing would be exquisite.

While thus an underplot was working to effect, time ran on,

and the day and hour of the dinner arrived. Carriage after

carriage drove up to the darkened front of our hero's antique

mansion ; and the moment that each successive guest stepped

into the hall, he was smitten with a conviction that he had

formed a false estimate of the feast. The hall, it is true, had an

air of singularity in its appearance ; but the footman, who gave

admittance, was dressed in a remarkably handsome, but plain

livery, and the general effect of the first impression was strik-

ingly respectable and genteel.

On ascending to the drawing-room, some little emotion of

wonderment was excited by the style of the room. It was splen-

did, but strange. The furniture was in an odd taste, and the

ornaments were curious ; but the general effect was good, and

every one felt that he was in no common place. Andrew received

his guests with his wonted ease ; but none of them were half so

much surprised, both at the house and the company, as Mr
Vellum.

The admiration of all, however, was the dinner-table. Nothing

could exceed the elegance, and, at the same time, the simplicity

of the first and second course. The service was truly beautiful,

the cookery was delicious, and the wines were incomparable.

London had indeed bee» ransacked for them. The whole world

could produce no better of their kinds ; and a sensation of wonder

and astonishment made the guests look at one another, utterly

unable to divine by what enchantment such a palace and banquet

had been raised.

At the third course, the mirthful knavery of their host mani-

fested itself. Such a congregation of ancient and grotesque

china had never been assembled on one board together; and

peals of laughter bro^e forth as each new curiosity was set

down.
'- Ay," said our hero, enjoying their amusement, " ye ken I
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her report, especially his old friend the Duchess of Dashing-

well, who went to him immediately, and proposed herself as

the matron. Lady Clackit having resigned. In this our hero

was fairly matched by the women, for he never had intended to

give any entertainment at all ; and the whole, from first to last,

was but a stratagem to be released from their importunities.

The oflFer of the Duchess of Dashingwell, however, was an honour

of which he knew the ftiU value, and did not for a moment hesitate,

" Your grace," said he, " kens the conditions, and that my
house is no used to the servitude of balls and routes : but if you

will hae a gathering in't, I'm sure it wouldna become me to

refuse. But, my leddy duchess, I'll just hae the fiddler that

frightened that weak woman, Leddy Cleckit, and the penny pies,

the eggs, and the strong ale—that's what ye'll get."

*' Oh, it will be delightful I " exclaimed her grac ;
" it will be

the most uniqbe thing ever heard of. I wouldn't, for all the

balls and routes of the season, lose such a treat. Do, pray, fix

at once about it
!

"

"That I leave to your grace's convenience," said Andrew.
" Since ye will hae sic daffin, ye maun time't yoursel'. I leave

a' the invitations to you—only the number maun be limited to

fifteen couple, in the first instance."

The duchess flew about the room, delighted with her commis-

sion, and every one was anxious to be placed on her list ; so that

when the ball did take place, it was quite as extraordinary of its

kind as the dinner ; for Andrew, on consenting to enlarge the

number of the invitations, restricted the selection to the gayest

and most beautiful of all her grace's acquaintances.

CHAPTER LXXL

A FRIEND IN NKED.

Charles Pierston, who had for some time been settled in
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Our hero did not immediately reply, but looked for some

time as if at a loss for an answer.

" I see how it is," resumed Pierston ;
" you do not think it

prudent to grant me the loan ?
"

" I would give you the money," replied Andrew, " if it could

be of any service ; but your affairs are widely scattered, and

alt'.' jugh all is clear and satisfactory, I am sure that, in the

present state of the worlds you cannot get the better of your

difficulties. Charlie, let me gie you a word of counsel—strj ve

no longer with your fortune. In a word, end your business,

and go into the Gazette as a bankrupt."

Charles became pale, his lips quivered, and a momentary

flash of indignation gleamed from his eyes.

" Dinna mistake me, Charlie, I am speaking as a friend

—

Yo^r character as a man of business is unblemished, and your

integrity stands clear ; but if ye struggle on, you will be reduced

to expedients that will ruin both, and you must break at last,

amidst a fearful outcry of deluded creditors."

Charles made no reply ; taking up his books, he immediately

retired, and Wylie made no attempt to appease the feelings with

which he was evidently troubled. But as soon as Pierston had

left the house, he went directly to the Marquis of Avonside.

" My lord," said he, " Pm come to ask a small favour of your

lordship—a friend of mine has five thousand pounds to lend at

common interest, and I have been thinking, as your lordship

will in a manner be obligated to take on something against the

expenses of the ensuing general election, this is an opportunity

to get the money at an ^asy rate, the which, in my opinion, your

lordship should not neglect."

The marquis bestowed liberal commendations on the fore-

thought of his agent, and readily agreed to take the money.

Some light and humorous conversation then followed, and after

a reasonable time, Andrew rose to go away. In moving, how-

ever, across the floor, he paused suddenly, and said, " My lord

marquis, there's a sma' matter in which I would be greatly

obliged to your lordship. Sometimes, among my friends, there

are young lads to be provided for, and it would really be a thing

of a convenience to me, if your lordship could get a recommen-
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The prudenec of this step was soon recognized by the crcdi

tors of Pierston ; and in the shortest possible course of law, as

a testimony of their respect for his manliness and honesty, they

gnmted him an unanimous discharge. Charles brought it to

Andrew, in some hope that perhaps he would then be induced

to lend him the sum he had formerly solicited, to assist him to

begin the world anew; but after looi'-.u -xt the document care-

fully, he said only, " Charlie, I'm ve. • < pleased to see this,

but I have a particular occasion to gu ^^ out just new, and ye

maun excuse my leaving you."

The heart of Charles swelled within his bosom, and he turned

aside, unable to speak, while his friend hastily quitted the room.

There was perhaps some degree of cruelty in this proceeding :

for our hero, having obtained the nomination to the Indian

appointment, might have told him of that circumstance ; but he

recollected always the old proverb, that many things happen

between the cup and the lip, and did not feel himself justified

to encourage any hope which might be frustrated. He, how-

ever, on leaving 3 house, went to the marquis, and did not quit

his lordship until he had got the nomination and appointment

of Charles confirmed. The urgency with which he had pursued

this object struck his lordship, and he rallied Wylie with all the

wit of which he was master, on the supposed profit and advan-

tage derived from the job.

"What your lordship says is very true," replied Andrew.

" ni no deny that it has been a good windfall ; but the public,

or I'm mista'en, will hae no reason to complain, for Mr Pierston

is a man both of parts, and principles. Indeed, had I no been

fully persuaded of this, it would ne'er have entered my head to

solicit the powerful help of your lordship's hand in his behalf."

We shall not attempt to describe what ensued, when Wylie

informed his old companion of his appointment, as the sequel

will show the feelings with which Pierston ever afterwards

cherished the remembrance of the obligation thus conferred.

i", I
!'
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The proposition did not meet an unprepared mind. From the

time that our hero found he had risen to his natural level in

society, the ambition to become a member of parliament had
several times stirred in his fancy. lie liad actually formed the

design of sounding his lordship on the subject ; nevertheless, his

characteristic prudence did not allow him to give a frank

answer.

" I'm sure," said he, " that I'm greatly obliged to yoti, my
lord, and what ye propose is a very friendly turn ; but it's far

from my hand to take a part in the great council o' the nation ;

—

no that I think there are not bit's o' jobbies about the house
wherein a bodie like me might mess and mell as weel as anither.

But, my lord, ye know that your interest needs to be supported

through thick and thin ; and that I'm rather inclined to follow

thp politics o' my noble frien' the earl, your son-in-law, who is,

as your lordship has lang complained, a dure hand with the

Whigs."

The marquis was a little perplexed with this answer. It was
not a negative, nor was it an assent, but implied something like

an overture towards negotiatioii. His lordship, however, with-
out committing himself, replied, " Of course, Mr Wylie, I should
expect that in all public measures you would divide with my
ministerial friends ; but I should never think of tying you up on
questions of speculative policy, except on Parliamentary reform
and Catholic emancipation. These are fixed points, and against

these, your vote, be whosoever minister, I would hold pledged."
" Anent them, my lord, ye need be under no apprehension

;

for it's no to be expectit, as a thing in the course o' nature, that

I would, in the first place, part wi' the stool that suppported me;
and, in the second, my conscience will never consent that I

should be art or part to bring in the M'hore of Babylon among
us, riding on the beast with seven heads and ten horns. But
what would your lordship expect, if it was proposed to the

House to clip the wings o' that fat goose the Episcopalian esta-

blishment?"

" How !" cried his lordship in terror, " Touch the church, Mr
Wylie

! Are you in earnest ? Why, that would be to pull down
the state."
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tion thnt will f^iveme evon more; but he is a talking fellow, and
I like all my friends to work well, and say nothing."

" Really that's a great temptation, my lonl ; and I think we
might come to a conclusion, if your lordship would just gang a
wee thought ajee, to let my conscience hae room to slip cannily
out and in when it's a straight case."

" Upon that head," rejjlied the marquis, " we shall not differ,

I dare say. You are a sensible man, and I would trust as much
to your discretion in politics, as to any gentleman's that I hap-
pen to know ; but the government must be supported."

" My Lord Avonside," said our hero, with great seriousness
of manner, " My Lord Avonside, I trust and hope that no man
can presume to suspect that I would not support the ffovern-
mcnt?"

," 1 beg your pardon, Mr Wylie," replied his lordship ; " I
never called in question the soundness of your principles ; and I
think the proposition which I have made to bring you into par-
Uament, is a proof of the respect in which I hold them."

" I am sure your lordship has no reasv. i to think otherwise of
my politics, than as those of a man endeavouring throughout life

to act an honest part ; and therefore I am only grieved, wish-
ing, as I do, to avail myself of your lordship's kind offer, that
you should think of requiring from me any pledge or promise as
to the way I shall vote ; for that's a vera great impediment to
my accepting the favour your lordship wishes u, do me."

" To be plain with you, Wylie, I do not require any thing
more from you than from those other gentlemen whom I send
into parliament. It is ^ necessary preliminary that the under-
standing on which I lend them my interest, should be clear and
explicit."

" Nae dout of that ; the money should be regularly paid, and
the nature o' the bargain perfectly understood. But that your
lordship may not hae cause to be chided about any change in

your system," replied Andrew dryly, " TV tell you what I'll do.

Ye know what my principles are, my loru ; and out of a friend-

ship which I canna express my pride o', ye would send me into

parliament for five hundred pounds less than ony ither body—
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Imvo to bolp your fortunos." And sho looked at lum some time,
witli a queer and sly expression of enriosity; and the*, seating
lierself unbidden in a elmir, oj)posito to where ho was sitting,
Haid, " You have hests in liaiui that I may further. Try my
ort.^ Seek you to stand in presenee of ti:o king? Would you
thrive in some fair lady's love? There are paths through tho
thicket that tho gipsies know— trust my guidance."
When the (Id woman had made this tender of her services,

she sat for some time silent; ami Wylie, meditating for two or
three minutes on what she had said, then addressed her to the
following etteet:—'TU tell you what, gudewife, ye maimna try
to cast your glammer ouer me. Ye have heard that I'm a can-
didate for IJidfort, so none o' your slights to beguile mo with
false hopes."

rrho old woman made no reply for some time to this; but sat
in evident cogitation, and once or twice lifted tho forefinger ot-

her left hand suddenly to her lips, as if actuated by some quick
internal impulse. She then raised herself erectly, as if fully
prepared for tho disclosure of some important result of her
meditations.

"Wo know," said she, "how to bend the mind to love, and to
unroot the weed of hate, and plant the rose of kindness in its

stead. By tho same art we'll work for you; and tide whatever
may betide, you'll find in the end that we can do you service.
What's your electioneering colour to be?"
"Orange and true blue, to be sure; the Protestant ascendency,

and the Hanoverian succession."

The old woman immediatel;' rose, and, without saying a
word, left the room. Before our hero could recover his surprise,
she was out at the street-door. The servauts, who observed her
hurry away, ran up to see that she had stolen nothing; and wero
some time in answering their master's bell, who rung to order
her some refreshment.

The rest of the gipsies, who were lingering for their ancestress
in the neighbouring streets, as soon as she made her appearance,
rallied around her; and soon after they at once dot off for Bid-
fort.

At the entrance of the town, in a lone country lane leading
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J)erarr.e the humming hives of patriotism, to thei immediate
benefit of the excise, which is perhaps the only part of the state
that derives any immediate advantage from a general election.
Our hero and his friends having the ministerial advantage of

starting before the patriotic nabob who opposed him, entered
the borough in a barouche and four, all superbly decorated with
large knots of orange and blue, and he required no herald to
proclaim him. The gipsy's prediction had already disclosed him
in vision

;
every eye at once recognized him, and he was received

with universal acclamations, in which something even like a
sentiment of superstitious reverence was mingled ; insomuch,
that, when the nabob arrived, the whole town was like a bed of
summer flowers, all orange and blue ; and " the little man from
out the north" was, although on the ministerial interest, so
decidedly the popular favourite, that his rival at once gave up
thd contest, and retired from the field.

The gipsies, immediately after the new member had been
chaired, presented themselves at his inn ; and the old woman,
with triumph and exultation, explained to him, in her wild
way, the metaphysical aid which she had given to him in the
election.

CHAPTER LXXIV.

A ROYAL RESIDENCE.

OuE hero was perfectly aware, that by his political connexion
with the Marquis of Avonside, it would be necessary for him to
appear early at court; indeed, the marquis, immediately on his
return to pariiament, intimated as much, and that he would
liimself introduce him to the king.

Curiosity held a very subordinate station in the mind of
Wylie; and it so happened, that it had never prompted him to
seek a sight of majesty. Though moving in the higher circles
of fashionable life, it could not be said that he had oven acquired
any knowledge of the private and personal charaettr of George
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' town on appeal cases, ever think of either asking or wondering

what their acquaintance can be doing in stage-coaches.

In this journey our senator met with no adventure, although

three Eton boys, that were already playing at swells on the out-

side, once or twice attempted to quiz him. He was, however,

their match, and by the end of the journey they were become
jocose and familiar acquaintance. He learned from them that the

Castle Tavern was one of the best inns in Windsor ; and one of

the boys said, "that, if he had no particular objection, they

would call on him next day, and help him to ascertain what sort

of wine was in the cellar."

" I can hae no objection," replied he slyly, " to receive any

civility at your hands ; and if ye're disposed to treat me to a

bottle o' the best o't, I'll e'en make an endeavour to do justice to

your kindness."

And with this they parted. The cubs were left at their dame's

door, where their fags were in obsequious attendance to receive

their great-coats, and to do their bests with an obedience as

implicit as that with which Ariel served Prospero, while our

hero, driven over the bridge and up the hill, was set down at

the Castle Tavern.

After taking tea in the coffee-room, which he did expressly for

the purpose of asking questions at the waiter relative to the

localities, he went to inspect the environs of the royal residence,

and to see with what sort of external parade the actual abode of

royalty was invested. His ideas on this subject were either not

very clear, or very erroneous; for he was chilled, we might

almost say awed, by the monastic silence which lingered in the

wards and courts, except where the footfalls of the sentinels were

heard, as the soldiers themselves, sympathizing with the presid-

ing genius of the place, performed their brief and narrow circuits

before the different entrances, without exchanging a sentence ; or

where two or three of the sr^i^.H band of stone-cutters, employed

in repairing the dilapidation ^f the towers and cornices, were

heard chipping at their tasks in equal solemnity. He had

expected to see steeds prancing and colours flying, and to hear

drums beating and trumpets sounding, amidst the flourish, bustle,

and pageantry, which he had supposed essential to the palace
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CHAPTER LXXV.

WINDSOR PARK.

By sunrise on the Sunday morning Wylie was brushing the

early dew in the little park, to taste the freshness of the morn-

ing gale, or, as he himself better expressed it, to take a snuff of

caller air on the brow of the hi'l. But healthful exercise was

not his only reason for being so soon abroad ; it occurred to him

in the watches of the night, that as his majesty was an early

riser, the household too would of course be stirring with the

cock ; and that some of them might be more readily met with at

t^at time than later in the morning. Accordingly, he kept a

sharp look-out on all sides as he strolled through the park ; but

he saw only a solitary laundress, with a basket of linen on her

head, going to the town, and three or four lumpish country

boys that came whistling along the footpath fro.a Datchet, in

their clod shoes, with white cotton stockings, and the knees of

their new velveteen breeches shown in front beneath clean

smock-frocks; the tails of which, behind, were tucked up to

show their Sunday coats.

Somewhat disappointed, but thinking he was still too early

for the inmates of a palace, he prolonged his walk towards the

meadows; and in stepping over a style, he saw, close before

him, a stout and tall elderly man, in a plain blue coat, with

scarlet cuffs and collar, which at first he took for a livery.

There was something, however, in the air of the wearer, which

convinced him that he could not be a servant; and an ivory-

headed cane, virled with gold, which he carried in a sort of

negligent poking manner, led him to conclude that he was either

Bn old officer, or one of the poor knights of Windsor; for he had

added to his learning, in the course of the preceding evening, a

knowledge of the existence of this appendage to the noble Order

of the Garter. "This," said the embryo courtier to himself,

"is just the vera thing that I hae been seeking. I'll mak up to

this decent carle; for nae dout he's weel acquaint with a' about
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is; nor is he so bad as others say of him. But I know that he
has conscientiously endeavoured to do his duty, and the best

men can do no more, be their trusts high or low."

"That, I believe, we a' in general think; even the blacknebs

never dispute his honesty, though they undervalue his talents.

But what I wish to know and understand, is no wi' regard co

his kingly faculties, but as to his familiar ways and behaviour

—

the things in which he is like the generality of the world."

"Ha!" said the stranger briskly, relapsing into his wonted
freedom, "very particular, very particular, indeed. What reai^on,

friend, have you to be so particular?—Must have some?—People

never so without reason."

"Surely, sir, it's a very natural curiosity for a subject to

enquire what sort of a man the sovereign is, whom he has

pworn to honour and obey, and to bear true allegiance with

hand and heart."

" True, true, true I " exclaimed the old gentleman— " Just

remark—Come on business to England ?—What business ?"

" Vy chief business, in truth, sir, at present here, is to see

and learn something about the king. I have no other turn in

hand at this time."

" Turn, turn
!

" cried the stranger perplexed—" What turn ?

—Would place the king on your lathe, eh?"
Our hero did not well know what to make of his quick and

versatile companion ; and while the old gentleman was laughing

at the jocular turn which he had himself given to the Scotticism,

he said, " Fm thinking, friend, ye're commanded no to speak

with strangers anent his majesty's conduct ; for ye blink the

question, as they say in parliament."

"Parliament!—Been there?—How do you like it?—Much
cry and little wool among them, eh ?

"

" Ye say Gude's truth, sir ; and I wish they would make their

speeches as short and pithy as the king's. I'm told his majesty

has a very gracious and pleasant delivery," replied our hero

pawkily ; and the stranger, not heeding his drift, said, with sim-

plicity

—

" It was so thought when he was young ; but he is now an

old man, and not what I have known him."

\
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CHAPTER LXXVI.

II

% 'ii,

A LETEE.

During breakfast in the coflfee-room, Andrew learned from

some of the other strangers, who were similarly employed, that

the best opportunity of seeing the royal family was when they

went and came from church ; for it was not always certain that

they would walk on the terrace in the evening.

" But," said he, " how am I to know the king ? for I dinna

suppose that his arms are like twa wild beasts, the lion and the

unicorn. However, I'll avail myself of your counselling, and tak

my stance, as ye advise, at the royal entrance to St George's

iChapel."

Accordingly, at the proper time he was at the place ; but the

moment that the carriage with their majesties drew up, he saw
the old gentleman whom he had met in the park alone with the

queen. His heart sank within him at the sight, and he fled

abashed and confounded ; for he discovered that it was the king

himself, and he shrunk with alarm at the liberties he had taken.

The terrors of this idea, however, abated as he returned to

London ; and when he recalled to recollection all that had passsed,

he was satisfied his majesty was not likely to be displeased with

him. By the time he reached home, he could, indeed, scarcely

refrain from smiling at the adventure, when he thought how
completely he had succeeded in the object of his excursion, at

the very time when he was despairing of any success.

As the levee was to be held at St James's in the course of the

week, on the following morning the marquis called to remind

him that he was to be presented.

Andrew made something like an attempt to decline this

honour, in the hope that, by postponing it to a distant day, his

majesty might in the interim forget him ; saying, " I dout, my
lord marquis, it winna be in my powtr to go to court that day.

I have a great fike o' matters in hand, concerning causes that

are to be tried at the next term, and really I would fain postpone

it for a season."
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no one can be more impressed than me with the honour of beinjr
taken by the hand, and led into the presence, by a nr' leman of
your lordship's courtesy," replied Andrew; "but my objection
was not to the action, only to the time, having, as I said a
power of important causes in hand, coming on at the approach-
ing term."

^

"The introduction will not occupy more than two or three
hours, replied the marquis; "and when you have been pre-
sentecl, you may go as ofteo after as you please ; for his majesty
possesses the extraordinary faculty of retaining the most perfect
recollection of every body that he has once seen."

" Ah 1 " exclaimed our hero.

" My dear friend," said the marquis soothingly, « I hope it is
not a twinge of the gout?" and his lordship immediately men-
tioned a medicine which he had often himself taken with the
'most beneficial eflpects.

To this kindly sympathy, leaving, however, his lordship to
imagine that the pang, which occasioned the interjection of
anguish, might have sprung from the gout, Andrew made the
best answer he could ; and the marquis went away with an
understanding that the new member was to accompany him to
the next levee.

Whe.i the day arrived, our hero, for the first time in his life,

was irritable and fretful. His new court suit of dark brown, in
his opinio.!, neither fitted, nor was it of a proper sobriety of
appearance. " The spurtle," as he peevishly called the sword,
he thought would have hung more commodiously at the right
than the left side. Every thing, in a word, teazed him ; and he
banned the marquis^for his perjinketies more than fifty times
before he was equipped.

He delayed going to his lordship as long as possible, in order
to allow the crowd iime to tiU the rooms before they could reach
the palace; his intention being to hasten past the king in the
throng, and so to avoid any particular observation. The mar-
quis, when he arrived, was almost as much out of humour as

himself, declaring that he had never been so late of going to the

levee before.

On reaching the palace, Andrew kept in the wake of his
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conlially recognized by the king, ho received an invitation to
one of the queen's parties at Huckingham-house, at which his
majesty requested him to come down to Windsor.

But history, when she records the cause which prevented our
'iicro from being able to avail himself of the royal condescension,
will change her smiles at the innocent foibles and artless jocu-
larity of George the Third; and w'^h a generous eloquence,
rising into all her dignity, will describe the constancy of his
virtues, the true English simplicity of his character, the forti-
tude of his public principles, and the purity of his private worth.

CHAPTER LXXVII.

THE SPIRIT OP IMPROVEMENT,

Neither the east nor the west of Scotland afforas the best
market for the disposal of beautiful young ladies with large
fortunes. We have even some doubts whether those of the south
or the north be any better. Certain it is, that although Mary
Cunningham wac, in all human probability, one of the finest
and fairest of the » Ayrshire lasses," and surpassed by few in the
pi Oipecls of fortune, she continued, during the regular advance-
ment of our hero, still to bloom unplucked upon the parent
spray. She had, doubtless, a due i)ortion of'the homage of ten-
der glances, and of sordid proposals; but in the sequestered
bower to which she was confined by the mingled spell of her
father's indolence and her aunt's pride and p -udence, no accept-
able youth had obtained a proper clue to conduct him to her
presence or affections. For, saving at the annual papingo baU
at Kilwinning, she was rarely seen beyond the boundaries of the
Craiglands. One season, indeed, after her return from Edin-
burgh, and when the renewal of a lease of one of the farms ^ad
brought a considerable augmentation to her father's income,1ier
dunt had influence enough to induce the laird to treat them with
the pleasures of the Ayr races, where Mary was universally
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lines and bearings. Her taste, in consequence, found employment

in superintending the restoration of the pleasure grounds of the

Craiglands ; and her address an object in obtaining from the

narrow ideas of her father, with respect to the importance of

such things, the requisite funds to defray the expense. In this

business she became insensibly and unconsciously a blessing to

the village of Stoneyholm ; for the old men found easier occupa-

tion in trimming the walks and lawns, than in hedging, and

ditching, and the statute-labour of the highways. She lightened

their *;asks ; and it is only by so doing that the rich can wisely

assist the poor ; for toil is their inheritance, and all that the well

regulated spirits among them ever covet, is employment suitable

to their strength.

It was thus, under the auspices of Miss Cunningham, that

tHe genial influence of that improving genius, with which the

whole kingdom was at the time animated, took effect in the

dative village of our hero—and he was not long uninformed of

the change; for the master, regularly at the bottom of the letters

which he wrote to him for his grandmother, mentioned from

himself whatever occurred at Stoneyholm; and the taste and

benevolence of Mary were the subjects which, unaware of their

interest, he seemed most to delight in celebrating. "It is," said

the amiable Tannyhill in one of those double epistles, "a wonder
and pleasure to behold the beautifulness that's kithing around

the place—where Miss Mary, after a great work, has got the

laird not only to white-wash the walls of the house, but to do a

reparation to the dykes, that has made it no longer like the

sluggard's garden, whifeh it was wont to be. She has even per-

suaded him to get two lead rones, with fine gilded whirlgig tops

to them, such as no man in this country-side remembers to have

seen, for they came all the way out of Glasgow; and I was obli-

gated to give the school the play when the plumbers came to

set them up. Over and above all the good that she has done in

this way. making the walks paths of pleasantness indeed, thj

redding up of the Craigiands has had a manifest effect in the

way of example among ourselves, and we have several new

houses bigging;—among others, there is some talk of taking

down vour errannie's. which she's a thouarht fashed at. having
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been so long her home, and would rather bide in if «« ;* •
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CHAPTER LXXVIII.

POLITICS.

'11 '.

During the winter after our hero's election, and before the
meeting of parliament, Lord and Lady Sandyford came to town,
much, however, against their own wishes. But his lordship had
been persuaded by some of his old friends, public characters

whom he esteemed, that he ought to resume his duty as a peer.

On this occasion the Marquis of Avonside, who, in all things,

was a conscientious observer of forms, deemed it necessary, soon
after their arrival, to issue cards for a splendid party, in order to

exhibit them in their state of reunion to the friends of his

femily. Among the nobility invited, both as a matter of course,

and from a wish to bring Lord Riversdale again forward in

public life, were several members of the ministry. But the

viscount had predetermined never to form any political con-
nexion

; and when made acquainted with the names and titles

of the expected guests, almost resolved to leave London for a
time, rather than be present; although the occasion was one
which his father endeavoured to convince him involved, in many
respects, the honour of his sister. How it should have been sup-
posed to do so, we have never properly understood. At the same
time, he agreed with the marquis, that a general congregation of

all the leading members of the Avonside and Sandyford families

was a fitting and expedient manner of showing to the world
the satisfaction with which the reconciliation was considered.

Before, however, finally deciding as to the part he would per-

form. Lord Riversdale went to Sandyford House, to consult the
earl on the subject, and, on being shown into the library, found
his lordship sitting with our hero.

After some general observations as to the state of the weather,
the prelude to all business between Englishmen, except when
they meet at Chalk Farm, or any other ultimatum of honour-
on these occasions, we believe it is not according to etiquette to

criticize the appearance of the morning—Lord Riversdale men-
tioned to the earl his embarrassment at the idea of renewing his
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that the morbid viscount had gone too far; but our hero, with

a significant smile, re-established his confidence.

"It's very true," replied Wylie, "that I naturally wish to

strengthen the influence of what you call my party ; but the

means of doing that lie in the common sense of the country at

large. It's no to be done by votes of members, but by satisfy-

ing public opinion—^which is the god of the political world.

And, my Lord Riversdale, siHce ye think yoursel' a public man,

and wasna blate in expressing what ye thought of me as another,

alloo me to say, that I do not think my party would be strength-

ened by the like—I'll no say of you—but of any man who
thinks himself privileged to indulge his own humours in the

service of the commonweal, or no to serve it at all, just as the

wind sits with him."

^ The earl, afraid that if he allowed the viscount to reply, the

conversation would become still more acute, although he per-

ceived that the member's resentment was satisfied in giving this

rebuke, interposed, and said briskly, "J suspect, Wylie, that

some part of your animadversions were levelled at me, who,

among other derelictions, must reckon the slackened interest

that I have for years taken in public affairs."

"As for that," replied Andrew laughing, " I never attached

much importance to your lordship as a politician ; for you are

one of those who are naturally born to be in opposition."

" Born !

" exclaimed the earl ; " who ever heard of such philo-

sophy?"
" I should be sorry if ony sic blethers as philosophy were in

what I mean. The world's made up of two sort of folk—men
of deeds, and men of thought. The men of deeds have aye had

the upper hand, and will keep it to the day of judgment ; the

men of thought are those that scheme, and those that find fault;

and the ends and purposes of the men o' deeds, are to carry into

effect the suggestions of thfevone under the correction of the

other. Your lordship is no just- one of the schemers, nor ex-

actly a fault-finder, but ye're made up of the elements of both,

and all your speculations would naturally make you an adver-

sary to the men of deeds ; and, of course, in opposition to those

in authoritv and nower."
V 1

0.1 trr.
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life—I have be^n long conscious of the truth, and I will take

your advice—I see its wisdom, and I obey its influence. So
you see Riversdale, as there is no chance of the ministry charm-
ing you into their party, they are likely, by my abandon-

ing the intention of re-entering parliament, to gain as much by
this consultation, as if you were already spellbound to their

service." ^

The viscount did not much relish the insinuation ; but, struck

with the remarks which had fallen from our hero, said, "I think,

Mr Wylie, considering what has passed, you may tell me in

which of your two great classes you place me. The result may
be as deci 've as with his lordship."

" I dinna think so," replied Wylie ;
" ye're no made of such

malleable metal. But though I canna say just what ye are,

knowing so litiie of you, I'll undertake to tell your fortune.

When the marquis is a little mair failed, ye'll be called up to

the House of Peers ; and I'll no despair of hearing you move the

address, in answer to the speech from the throne, in the first

session after."

Lord Sandyford threw himself back in his chair, unable to

control his laughter, while the astonished viscount changed
colour.

"Look at his feet, Riversdale!" exclaimed the earl, "look at

his feet I They must be cloven."

"Noo, an ye had the decision of character which the earl

possesses," said Andrew, rising to take his leave, "ye would

just at once, on this spot, not only resolve to take your place at

your father's table, along with the ministers, but ask them,

before they quit the house, to summon you to the peers, because

ye dislike the coarse manners and the turbulent debates of the

Commons. It will come with you to that at last, and there's

no apostasy in't; for the French Revolution, that ye set out, as

I have heard, with worshipping, has apostatized to such a

degree, that the question is no longer, wliether mankind are en-

titled to have liberty or equality, but whether they shall submit

to a military despotism. When things are brought back to the

state of the golden age of the Eighty-nine, ye may indulge your

philanthropic politics. But till then, my lord, ye may, with a
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" Nay," said Lord Sandyford, " I had no doubts on the sub-

ject till Riversdale called tnis morning, evidently so much in a

vacillating perplexity, that our friend Wylie advised him to ask

the minister at once to summon him to the peers."

"You don't say so?" exclaimed the marquis with delighted

surprise.

"I do indeed, my lord," was the answer; "and it is therefore

under some apprehension, that the event may be consummated

when Riversdale meets the minister, that a regard for the deli-

cacy of my own political reputation makes me question the

propriety of being of the party."

" It is very surprising," replied the marquis with solemnity,

" that Riversdale has never hinted any thing to me on the sub-

ject. He cannot but know the pleasure and satisfaction which

' I sh 11 receive, on learning that he has at last returned to a due

sense of his duty as a member of the British nobility."

" I beg your IcKrdship's pardon," said the earl, still preserving

the gravest countenance possible. " Riversdale has not decidedly

made up his mind ; on the contrary, he is as diffident as a young

lady before giving her consent, and some few caresses from the

minister may yet be requisite to complete his conversion. But,

my lord, among your expected guests, I do not recollect that

you have named Wylie."

" He is not invited," was the answer.

" Indeed
!
" replied Lord Sandyford with well affected cold-

ness ;
" I thought, considering the part he has played in the

drama, of which this said dinner is the denouement^ his absence

will be a blank. L'ady Sandyf' ^\ will be hugely disappointed."

" It did not strike me in that light before," said the marquis

;

** but I will instantly send him a card, though between our-

selves, my lord, his manners are not just in unison with those of

the company I expect."

" You will particularly oblige me by inviting him," rejoined

the earl ; " and I am persuaded that were he brought more into

society with Riv rsdale, the conversion, to which your lordship

looks forward with so much solicitude, will be the sooner accom

plished."

The marquis, although naturally dull, ^nw through the quiz-



1 the quiz- I do

*Jcal humour of hh «/.« • ,
*^*

S^dyford, Uno^^^^h'tTj »" '»(rhmg, ,aid, "Real,,

reliance on his disce™raenTa„7 •"'^'-'' "'' Ipl»ee grea^

«howd„e.ith;p'^„l'^«r;Wr^^^ "'"^"^ '•'"her,

Because," replied the earl " .k t™P% only the sound and tnie „7 " ^ ^'' '""' o^^^. I shaU
"•y doubts of Rive,^dal

*" """ "^ "" »™ P»rty ; and I Zt

™«ve for Wishing tTse^Tou Sen'T"
"^

'^ "^

-

">e Dunister; and aU this is but

T

"'""'""• »lo»S with

"ot suspeet I entertl^'a^^^^i'^-f*•, ." ^"^ '""'^'ip can-
-to soeial eontact with the hren . '' ' ^^ ^'"^ ^'""^^^
^^^'^•^r thin. less^oTMrratr.-r.'f™

^ngu^hed friend, I should"" be ^^'^r'^ '^ of myZ^ you really entertain soleSf ^T ^"" '" '^"f^
confidence shaken in the n,!^.,

«fPftotion of seeing Wvlie',
"•"eh that eminent ^rLTZlf"'*'' ''^ ^'"esfingC
h-man nature in the frTenllv1 .

'" "" """"^n level oT

}-llfl
along suspecM tt rtrf """''^ ^-' ^^ IWyl.e arrayed on our side." ^ ^'™ ""t »»«isfied to find

Ah, my lord, that was a hnM » .Have no reason to brplL:^*,^?b "'Z""'"
""O -rtaWy

rephed the earl wagsishlv w ^^ ^^ '"™ed a Torv"
'he st-bjeet a momefnitt' *" '™'-' '" "« --^^

rsoI'^^lr^-'^hbingM.K....... .

'^--^"'y myself for that I doubt not your lord-
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ship did intend to return him on your own interest. A man of
iiis talents was n/. i . u: n^at to the country "

The earl wni anins .d ut the idea of the marquJs, in supposing
that the integrity of Wylie's character was so pliant as to be
moulded by uuy parliamentary connexion

; and said coldly, as if
in resentment for the reflection implied on the oppositior, but in
reality to prolong his trifling with the self-complacen. y of the
old peer, " The loss to t!.3 country is by the sid* he has
chosen."

The marquis immediately explained, or, in better English,
made an apology, and, of course, tht conversation was chan^-ed;
for the good-nature of Lord Sandyford would not allow him to
dally longer with trifles, to which the marquis attached the
most serious importance, and with which he could not go further,
without the risk of encroaching on feelings and prejudices, that
it would have been as hopeless as cruel to have attempted to
change or controvert. T' • consequence, however, of this con-
versation, was an immediate invitation to our hero, and a visit
the same afternoon from the marquis to the minister, to intimate
that, by a few particular atter.tions, he had some reason to hope
Lord Riversdale would be found not altogether incorrigible in
his political heresies.

The minister, engrossed with the arduous tasks of his great
office during a period of rapid changes and awful events, knew
little of the character of Lord Riversdale. He only recollected,
that several years before, when his lordship entered parliament,'
he had heard him spoken of as a young nobleman of very pro-
mising talents, bufr infected with revolutionary opinions. He
was therefore pleased to receive so favourable an account of the
state of his sentiments, and con' ratulated the marquis on the
prospect of seeing the good old English principles of his family
inherited by a son able and qualified to support them with vigour
and dignity.

I

In the mean time Lady Sandyford had received an account
from the earl of the conversations of the morning, and freely
acknowledged that her opinions, both as to his character and I

that of her brother, coincided with those of our hero ; while |
she could not refrain from jocularly remonstrating with his

ivniiimiirtimiii
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CHAPTER LXXX.

A hTATKSlfAH.

vJDB hern nrt <.i •

«^"^ed a 8h.r
""^y "^ ^^' Marquis of A

I"'«"^ien with sever,? T' ''^^^«'»t>Ied ,- and al-' u'
'^^«

' the poSs .LT"^^''^' "^''^raUytZ T'^ '' ^"^
'•"O"!, that hi an

'

' ^^^'^^'^"'^» on ent
'^' "^^^^^ion

-P--on :: TeT" '^*' ""^ i-o c t';^ *;- <ira.vi.,.

:^h«t bright a.d penee?r ''^^^"^"- ^"^ h^^l
""^^"^^'^^

^^'•ted at him ?f
'^t^^g- ^ook lo. which hJt "*^'*' ^^'^h

on flits ." o / """^ ^^^ ^ong- as a . • ? '""'' ^ ^i'^cribed

^n^en d int, eon^erTl. .^'^^^^ introduced 1 '
''-^^^'^^

n«r that WvJ. ?r,!
"*'"" ^'tb him, in so ,'

^'"'nediately

Tbe acut^ and ^ '^ ''''''-'-- ^^^e^eending a „,anf

calculated to cone , 'T^""^ ^'P^^^ of that o-r^

^-^banit^^;;;^^::^;-; Sight, b^'lr:.::^;- '^^^

^''^Snage, yrhi,k ahnost1 '' ^"" ^"«nded h I '^^"'^ ^^

^"atomy of his figure
1^'':^"^''"^ ^^^ ^^^angl"t,T^ "^ ^''^

f
t^ The moment th T!

'"'"^'^^^ ^'th malnffi
*^' "'^^''^

^oj-ce of it<. ir^r ^""^ ^^' PJ-emier snot
""^"'^^enee and dicr.

z



354 813 ANDBJiW WYLIB.

W i

superior to the more various and impassionod eloquence which
occasionally burst from Lord Sandyford ; but under all tho
acquired hab.ts and accomplishments of the minister, he intui-
lively discovered that lofty pride which constituted the hard
features of h.s character, and he would have retreated from his
condescension. This, however, the other was determined not to

with the history and talents of all the n.w members returned at
the late election, and had received a strong impression, but nota together a correct onc-for it was ch ay from the marquis-
of the professional address and genera, ability of our hero, andwas resolved to cultivate his acquaintance particularly

him in ri-^.""'^'"':"',
""" ^'"' mentioned, immediately addresse<l

whth ",f^'"^"'^^^J
.^^^^e'-flatteringly on those topics withwhich he conceived him to be best informed. But neither by

professional subjects-nor by public afFairs-nor by the princi-
pies of political economy-nor by the beauties of classic literature

Tni; h ""^'^^^^Z^^^^^"
history of England, or of Europe-no, not by one of all the different tests which he was in the prac-

tice of applying to strangers, especially to young members of
parliament, did the minister obtain a single answfr,Tha"tany
degree corresponded with the opinion he had been taught toform of Wylie's intelligence and sagacity; and he was o'n thpoint of turning away from him, to enquire of the marquis if
his was indeed the new member for Bidfort, of whom his lord-ship had spoken m terms of such admiration and respect, whenLord and Lady Sandyford were announced
The moment the earl entered the room, he saw Andrew's

Iht'oZri'
"^^^.^*^«^.-^^ *he premier, like, as his lord-ship often said, a guinoa-pig beside a camelopard in the plates

them
'^'^^'^'''''' ^^^^^^^^^ ^"^ ^^^-^t immediately joined

hZ\' 7'^-T.
™ "^'^^'^y acquainted with the earl ; he had

add ^ Jl"'
'"^""'': '"^ ^' ^"^^ ^'^ ^'''^^y- He accordingly

ourh rf Z " '^
'"i

'^"''""^ ™«""-'-— J^' thatour hero could not but admire the tact and spirit with ;hich

the ^fe /' r^""^'"
"^" ^^ dexterously treated, while at

tne same time he was unconsciously obliged to notice the striking

r«'»'niin^MlilliMWriiii>i«. ^^^jm.^..^
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^^'

"»;-«. «... eit.S"i;ri;r7 <" »" p--.^When tho first salutation,1^ ^® statesman.

' '°,""'™ 'he address on tl M^. ' ^ ''"P" ""^ ^end Wvlie

Should like to hear what vJ " ^^e*" strain, "R,,* t

-"Wht not to be conti„„!"f „ 'I
'" "^ --'e^ulMed by evenb?

;
-ees?-a„d that i. i, o'^^ e'e^""!

*-'»?-"« o/ei "l'take in some de^rep nf iu
'^^^^^^ by natural laws ««

...„ p.. «- "^"-e natu. ana d„.«„„ ;-
-"^J^-

Just so, sir," renlipd fi,«

a stafp ne * 'I i .
'^''"'^'> oi the war* nn/i ;* ,

"'"tn wasstate of tribulation and warfare "'-)^? i'
°»ly «lapted for

f'
">* downfal of Boney'sdI17'- "'^•«fi>f», if ve wish to

«''-geofp„b,ieopinionX^^™"™'J'« "»-' ^bj^trll':
- '"'^"'"^^"''"Srowoutofasta.;
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n k of peace But I have a notion that it's no just expedient yet to

eTed veT T""^'""T'
'^ ''''^^' '^ ^hi^selCo

set led, ye must give him length of rope, that he may grow a

ett ng the wud deevil o' a body believe it may do what it likeshat ye re to wile him and his legions into the snare o' destruC'
tion. H,s power is only to be cast down by his own folly • andye maun submit to make peace belyve, just'to let the worli seethat his system is no one which can be endured in peace. Inshort, Its my conceit that there can be no durable peace con-tracted with rampageous soldiers ; and what will France do withall her armies in a time of peace? She'll just gang agailtowar and the world will rise in a rage to put her fown as awild beast that must be driven into a den and muzzledTe're"
Ihe mmister said nothing; but when Lady Sandyford cameup and drew Andrew aside to speak to him'concerning TZmle affair that she wished him to do for her, he remained fosome time thoughtful, and then addressed himself to Lord Sandy-

ford, saying "Mr Wylie has placed the expediency of makiL
peace with FraiK;. . a singular point of view. I p'erceive thathe deserves his hign character; although he is in acquirements
far below mediocrity, and in the ostensible glitter of talent
greatly ,„ferior to many men, who can form noLh conception

dttt :;;!''
'^^' '""^'^ ^^"*^^^^-^ -^ -^- ^^ -pe-

Dinner was announced; and, in taking his seat at the table,
^le minister placed himself beside our hero, and treated himwi h that freedom ^hich constituted one of the powerful charms
ot his private hfe.

CHAPTER LXXXI.

A PROSELYTE.

Lord Riversdde, from a presentiment arising either from the
prediction of our hero, or from some consciousness of a change



CHAPT^, «"«.-i PBOSBLTTB.... .
~ - '-"01SI.TTB. ,„

Ttuhin himself, whiVh 1,„

"f hU appea^nee intZZZ '" ""*—'^^ did not
^<^t at the dinner-table W »!T ^", °'"' *'"' '° "ing his
---ter, i„ „rt,, ,„

;;„^:/;P' ;' f"- "loo a possible f™i the
Earl of Sandyford suspect trte','""

'" ""'"''»"'• The
«w» playful disposition havi2*!,™<=°™'» feelings, and hi,
from the time of his reunio"^;^ 1" ir^^ "> " boyish gayetyr«m the temptation of brinlj hll

.™""''''' ''» <='"'''• >«'
w.th the stately premier. S™, "" "^ '»'» communion
next R,ve..Ja,e, he observed tohtfj^'/'^'

happened ,„ sit
'" ""> """inters salutation were s^eoW ^''''•=^"°»'«ig>nents
have ate^etej the notice of al

p" T'f '"".'"'f
*• *at it must

tlunk It weak of him to i„f„„L'^^r '' -"^ """ P'^"!''" ""ght
by such a decided manife til ! '™'P™'^i«« of social fifc
-as quite enough tomake2^",,'; ^''"'^'iP'^M.e. TM
our .-from that foment he uTeTit,! "^,'"' "^"'^ <''=">«an-
address to engage the attentir„f

?.'''"''' '""" "''"'c''' of
wthout effect, for the qnie^^: and

„' -T""^"'
""'' "»' 'oug

^r almost i»»tantaneou%
di^clverl'tt «-""'°' °'*« »'"'-

ated by some motive; and n„d„ i '^"'"'''''''^™ »»««-
marqnishad given him of a ct " ""P''''^''™ '^Weh the
he attributed his attenTil to rafV"

"" "'™""''' "P-'"-
equ,vo,„e of deference and sub' iT^"''

^ """'' "^"^htfu
-'^connt, and of compliments and f. ™ *"" •""•' "^ ">»
premier, was in eons«,„rne

'

„ rf
™»rtesies on that of the

infinite amusement oPuTa!niTf '':'"'"' "«=". "> the
«o far, that our hero beeat inSt^f '^

?'"«'• ''^^^ "en
ever, suspecting the cause tiih'h'^

""]'"' '''"'"' ">«. how-
'Offuery with which the eL IL 1^"' '". """^ '"» »->
=eene. """ watchmg the progress of the

.

"^""'nk that Lord Riversdale" . •.. .i

jy to the minister, "would t't T n
'"1 '"'""'"'

''"'^Per-
"ddressinthepeersJyesho dg cMma"

""^ to move the
This was somewhat in » „i • " " summons."

'
au statesmen aretrsto'lTt:"' "''" ""'"'"""k »'>«

fte premier had by this Le fo^eTI'"
""^""°"'= ^"^

,;^^il„'"rr^!" "--etcr, and""lU"TiS»i™ "^

' """ '" '""""- "' "« reciprocUies'-^iirSfU'
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^fe were ,o clearly seen through, "WiU y„„ ,^^, ,^, ,^^^

-anki„d,C ther^plT ^
"' ™' '«""^' *« ""ortie, of

hi. hfad .;„,-fi:r, „V,t^~ ^ll-'^Jee., and shook

place while the ladies remined ^"(11 ^T,f'
'"""''' ""''

to condole with the n,„.h„r fr, •'
' ""^ """'''''" ''«ga»

H.hth.nd, on^he'^et:^;^ r^L^rru^d^^^^^^^^^
^' ."''

,

«>me new tax, affecting ,o consult her ^» t ..
""''"""«

-11 as dogs ™ight no'u .ZZl ;7ZZtt: ""' "

swi.„ that, pZtTeArL:x : HTErptiT
'-""

r-rtre^Shroti:^"" "-"^^^^^^^

sent, and was in charming unison with ,h„ !
"" P'"-

Kiversdale. Even the Eafl of SandT dwhrh^"'' "'Yesteem for the minister, was dehVhte^ nlil If ? •"""""'"^

of the sentiment, and theilS Igane'eld ,

° """'""^

the illustrations. Our hero ,1„„! . .
P^^Pidnty of

design for which it was mdef but^ saT'l"
-P"?

•

°' '"^

less, Wove, „, ,, „^..^,._ ^^;_, ^rtht^aixi:;;^;:'::"'
The conversation then naturallv divero-nd tn . k- !

*'*'"'"

ed with popular governments, i wl ich^lfe earf t""""™'-
^uished part, and expressed himself ofthfvaX^f^^
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'arity, With such perfect ff-an. ,^ .

" ^^
deplored in their Lr^ilTk ^cT? ™f ^•"> '>-•'' Wm,
have so long been misapplied t1 m,^ T""' "^™'^ ^houU
ho repeated,_ ^'^ ""• ''" '""stration of his opinions,

An<l What the peSe buTTi"
"?'" ""'"'''''

Things vulgar, and, well wei-.h-

/

heZrsh:nT;':hrnk, trti:;;"^* '^'°" -« « -?•>»-
verses, that the, were of his compol" "'i

"''^""y "f these
hy your lordship P"

«»'nposit,on._i,
it an imitation

"They are reallv Milfnr,'." .• ,

«™ents he ascribes^rs ;,„":?';:?"' "^'' "'"" *-^-
t^r^ . his .or. ^^zz::zztz^

He may, m his younger days have h!
'

'""' "'" ^^'<>-
many other clever lads? but I d„uht 1 " '''P"'>lican, like
-stability of popular opinion, ':td„rf

"""' "°«'">' "f *e
delus,„„," And in saying th i, Ldl . T" ""'^ ''''''^

'" 'h^
.to Lord Rivorsdale, who fatt' a ".1",;':'

""°" ">^ """«
«ear,ng it so ingeniously averred ,11 L-:"'*" V^^snre, .t

;eneif :f^;rLThi:rtrtl:;,^^;- - -^ .h^
fame in oratory, he took, in ht m^!f

"" ''^'' ""d Roman
manner a general view of the pi" ^ ofT'T'"*^

""'«"""'
t.on and dexterously interweavfng the „!

'^'.'''"''^ Revolu.

"""° ^''"""""° "' ^°«' R'versdale. "««' wh:;;™" ,t

Hi

p
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1 ne effect of this exposition was irresistihlp nn fi,.™nd of Rivorsd„,e, and, when V^r^^.:^t^lT;:^::^,
V\yhe was .„ the main part fulfilled. His lo dship wTseaidup to the peers by summons; and thourfi he A\A LT !

Hot'' ^Th"^
'""" "'^ "'"- » th°:tint. irsdr:;:

:

,
-House, without exciting- the slio-hfP^f «i. .•

»'"e oi the

fripn^a Ko^ • J J ,
^ sngnteht observation. His oldtriends had, indeed, been accustomed for years to con.i^p.vas entirely alienated from their nartv JZT ,

^'™

ioinpd \f . «,i.-i *i, ""Y
party, or rather as havina- neverjoined It

,
while the members of his father's side reo-arded IL

hii

fell

of

CHAPTER LXXXII.

THE DISCLOSDRK.

FoRTraB poured her eomncopia so liberallj- around our heroftat honours and riches seemed to lie at hfa aeeeplan e Zalth>,„,-l. no particular appearance of patmnage wal showi, I
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*"^ DISCLOSURE. o.,
nimse on the narf f t

"^

of their respective relations and ? ' ''°*'"'''"' nfluonce
«««ed ,0 proraoee his aL ° '="""«»<»>^ was unwoariedlv
-marked

,„ eaeh othe
, haTXr'- '"'^ °f'^"' '--"fe^

which could not be easilv . , •

'^'^ something about h;^
i-ogined that his rirfrnX'"''- '^''^ ^-' '"dMone tiZof riches; but the wa^';?,™' ""i^'^'ed byasorf", d

™!
»-y different ocasionr a^ ittTH.?""

''^ ''*' ^^own o^s:
op.n.on; and ho san- that Wvfc^

*" '''«^'' ^'^--y relic of .h!t

z ?:r;r"""""=™'- on/etTXTo ""' "^ "•"-'.
^"'

s'lip, t,iat there was a desre^ „f T ' occurred to his lord
™™ers, stra„,el, uZZ'JhhV" *" ^™P''-'/o "t
* acquaintance of pe«„n, „ ralfand'fT

'^ " '"""^"°8
J have an idea," said l>„

•
.

" ™hion. ^

«o .he countess, " t'o ctfe rhrthlf r'^ ^""J-' °-%an honour
;
for i, appear ,„^ ThaT . """'' ^' »"' «^'eem

he declared his in(o„.; , P'^osented him will, l.
" Pnr • V ,

"'«"''on to nominate W„i- " *" he r,for, said the earl, " as we h,l! J"'
""^ of the sponsor.

"o-a-days, I do „„; think :e:i;,u M
" "' «'"'"/« ^The countess smiled and ! a

""' '» Jo better " ^
obtain so honest a frieni Tr o^ If7'^' " ^ «hal, re/oice to^ond by the sacred obligation of th T *"'' "'"'«''' '» l^ h

"

Wylie IS a Presbyterian Ifll / ** baptismal vows • h„,-l
ter, that he will de-H^"'

""' ^'"'" "-e integrity of ht'^l,
^

Atthisjuncuitof^h^™^"*'-"
^"^'•'soharac-

-« happened :::^t:ZZ"T' °-''- -^DashiW

ZTI. "y^'"'*^' ''0 ''as not ^niV th ,

" "'"^'^^ «hatthe ambition of an ancient ne^.„
•'^ ° ^'^^^^ of a fox i,,,,

to ears polite."
"-•»"«», too shocking t„ bo n^„^^'

isometimes,"
interposed ti,„

»^' -h^ I have obLrvtl 'IITJ?' "" l- occur^d to
'""""once with which he
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regarded our female friends, that he had formed some secret
,
attachment."

" Your ladyship," cried the duchess, " has hit the right mark.
I do now remember something of the sort ; and the wizard of a
creature had the power not only to make me his confidant, but
by some irresistible- spell to constrain me lo become his advocate.
I do not well rec^nv(^t what ensued, or how the matter ended ; but
I have at this moment in my mind's eye a beautiful Scottish girl
at one of my assemblies, leaning on the arm of an old maiden
aunt, who had a neck like a bundle of bamboo-canes. I forget
their mimes, and all other circumstances—Bless me! what a
memory I have !-But Wylie was up to the ears in love with
the nioce—I think he said from childhood. We must put him
to the question on the subject."

While her -race was thus rattling away with her wonted
good-humour, the earl and countess exchanged expressive glances.
Neither of them were inclined to explain before the duchess
what was passing in their minds ; but when she had retired, his
lordship exclaimed, » The Duchess of Dashingwell is certa'inly
as arrant a chattel as ever constituted any part of household
furniture. But a bright flake or two of observation fell from
her in this last shower of talk, that has thrown some new light
on Wylie's conduct. If it be true that he was in love some
years ago, I would bet ten to one we shall discover f=ome equally
wise and romantic motive at the bottom of the principles by
which he has been so long and so constantly actuated. But we
must treat him warily."

While our hero Vas thus the subject of conversation, he was
announced

;
and after the first salutations were over, and while

he was admiring tlie infant in the lap of its mother, the earl
said to him, " Wylie, will you have any objection to stand god-
father to the little fellow ?"

" I doubt," replied Andrew, « it's no in my power. I am no
sure of the nature of godfathers and godmothers. But ye
Bhouldna think that I thereby cast any reflection either on them
or the other prelatic doxies of the English. But though I can-
not accept the great honour your lordship has propounded,
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•

Dashingwell,
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^.th which he acknowledged the secret motive of his preferenceor he socety of the elegant and ,he noble, when he'deserS
the lowhncss of h,s own original condition, contrasted with therank of the Craiglands family. "Bn. now," said he, -Mf yo"
will complete the work, which, unknown to yoursdve, youhave patronized so long, I would fain beg of you to lend yourcountenance to gam for me some portion of that considerationamong my old friends, which neither money nor manners can

wTthr \'""^'' .">•'-" -" '«%. bythe blessi gofheaven, through your instrumentality. I am now in a condilion
to make proposals to Miss Cunningham; but she belongs to unan lent family, and beforehand I would like to satisfy blth herand her friends, that I do not presume altogether on L wglof my purse, to think my.elf no disparagement to their pide

.
and anti,,u,ty. Bat there's another thing-ifs no my dSnto make any proposal, to her, if I think that either the world"pelf or patronage would alone rule her to accept me."

little to! ftr'"''.f°
'"'' " '' "'"^ """^'"^ ^""^ -«"™™t »little too far. How are you to discover that she is to be wonby any purer influence ? Have you any reason to believeZthe attachment is mutual ?"

"I'll no be so self-conceited as to say," replied Wylie "butwe have had some colleaguing together, which, if rememberedin the spirit of kindness, will be quite satisfactory to me"And he then recounted those incidents of his early historywhich we have so circumstantially described; but wi h Imuch more wit and humour, that both his lo;dship Tnd thecountess were ready to expire with laughter; and deda olthat, as soon as Lord Chastington was christened, they wo^accompany hira to Scotland, for the express purpLe of bein!introduced to the worthies of the Craiglands and Stoneyholm
'
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wh.ch patilude lent a sentiX „f afff
"'" "" """^'^ «»

'o fachtate .he attai„„ea, of ot her!.^ J,""'
"" '"'"^ "««»

others, ,t oceurred to her tha if a h ' "''''"''
^'•<'' ""nong

th» could not fail ^ produce 37°'""'^ '""' <^'"'''''i'''>.

P|^jud.ces of .he Cunni^gh,^
Bu.f"' ™ "'» '"'•-'"tar;

d flieuU,esi for .he delie^ ofVhe!!,:: """ '» ""'^ ™ny
favours, would no. allow him to 1 ' f "''''*«' «° PoHtieal
fared that i. „igh, indu h ^tl'."

'}"
"f"^^'

'^^ -»
the honour through anv nth u

"""*»' her from seekin.
father presen.ed ofe e^^ a" d^htuT"'st-T"^*

"- »' i-
aoheitude on .his subjeet, that she. u '' '° S"'^' »«» her
da, as they were .altin^ to^XVof .1

""'•''^'P ^"^'"^ »"«
to Scotland, "I ,hi„k i.toufd b!.

" '"'"'"'"' J^^oy

2i^:eSr-"'--"-^stst-::-^t

woud undoubtedly b^ of consequence „. """"' '^""»- i'
"I have a great mind to speak.„ J f ? "' " ^'"''"

^ yes! exclaimed the earl- « Di ,

wrsl^xrlt^::dtr,^^';—

-

happmess and prosperity of his ow„t V'^'
'° ^"""o'" the

of serving his coun.r^/bein7funv ''^' " ""^ '«'«' ''ay
perhaps able .0 mate s^meTgurt in "Ir"""*'

"""' "'"'""gh
to take any commanding s atfon ami i ^ f' "" ^^^ "»' «'
""t nor his feelings „:„u Tl""'! " ^^b^'-dinate neither I,,-.

"
' "'""""'" to accept. Thecoun'-
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Sr<!
a„„ been taught by experience that ho w.3 in-

tl ier;vl etad J ™'''' "" "!'""'"'' """^''^ ">e part

tTon 1 n^
'""1 taten, m promoting this judieious determina-

.on, as not one of the least obligations which he had laid themunder. And she said, " I wish that you could persuade himt»ake „ ,, , neighbourhood. Castk-Rooksbom^t
IS still for sale. It has many claims on our remembranS^ll.ere I performed the firs, purely benevolent action of n^^ 1^-m taking the child of the unhappy Ferrers under my Ztee

I Jin
*"^' 7^""""^ *"* ^'* """"o"- »<• sai'l, " It is a place.Uhall ever love, and it will grow still more de,^ to me ff we

SUSP c.r/" 'T"
'".'^k" "P '- -W-oe the" 'tsuspect that, were he married to Miss Cunningham he will pn.

5i:r B:t ir'^^ \'^"' "'"'--• ^'^^^ «'""«!
ocotiana. ijut let us make the trial

"

.

o.thZ'"'£l'n^ rt'
'"""^'^ '"is conversation, spoke to

vou bZ' ? ^ " *° """y Castle-Rooksborough "Ifyou have not money enough," said his lordship, "as mv incnm

Wn^erfookruch^;^^^^^^^^^

entertained; and I have ali^ady proviS mZf wfth aT^ground in the North. The late lLh „• wT T
*"'

«• to pigs and whistles. ^r^eT^p^^tnTL^rid-reeted an acquaintance in Edinburgh, Mr Thtlper wh!' l!

writt^rethist"'
" T' '"' ^-P' "y '"'"h^h,1 h

I'tI' ^""rnr™
"^ ^^"^'" ^^^ *he reply.

l^en 1
11 tell you what, assist me to raise the money, and I'll
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"^""-'^.^o,,.
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••

_
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^'""^'^
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'^'^^'"^ Lady Sandyford •
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CHAPTER LXXXIV.

THE BARONETCY.

-

m

In the mean time, the countess, intent to procure the honour

of a haronetcy for her friend, had been closeted with her father,

the marquis, on the subject. She was well aware of his lord-

ship's peculiarities; and knew that, if she immediately requested

him to ask the title, he would, in all probability, have raised

many objections, and probably in the end refused. A woman
of address, and now awakened to the consciousness of all her

ascendant faculties, she attacked his lordship in the most eflPec-

tual manner. Before broaching the subject, she enquired how
her brother. Lord Riversdale, seemed to feel under the honours

of the peerage ; and when her father assured her that he pro-

mised to be a great accession to the ministerial phalanx, although

he had not then taken any prominent part in debate, she ob-

served that they were all under the greatest obligations to Mr
Wylie.

"Yes," replied the old peer; "in him the minister tells me I

have drawn a capital prize; for his shrewdness in committees is

worth all the noisy talents of the debaters."

"I should not be surprised were the minister to detach him
from your lordship, and make him his own," said the countess.

"That is not likely," answered the marquis of Avonside; "for

he knows that, by being my member, Mr Wylie is as effectually

his own as if he were returned on a pure Treasury interest."

"I cannot even affect to controvert your lordship's opinion

en such subjects," said the countess; "but it occurs to me that

the ministers, if they set so high a value on him, will naturally

be desirous to attach him exclusively to themselves ; and I

should not be surprised were they to charm him into their circle

by the offer of a baronetcy."

" I do not suppose," replied the marquis thoughtfully, " that

Wylie can already expect to be raised so soon to that rank."

" It is impossible," rejoined the countess, " to say what are

the expectations of ambitious men : and when we reflect on the
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history of Wvllo ,* •

a most UDgratefm thing were Wvlil ,n t^
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great talents into a„/othe;2 H
'^^ *"^'" "' >«

what I have done fop h-n,

"

^ ^^''^ '^""" foi^et
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"^ '"-'«' ""V place

»y reunion with SanS L? ?'' " ^""^"S about
whieh he made a proselyte of ^i. f"'"^ '" ""^ address by
ftorefore, it might tCwdl'KT,'*''^"'''^^- ^'^^^^
already fo^edsLe^aronLuh?^ ^°" '"""^'P '"^
above the effeets of min.sterid U, •''"

!° "^^ •"" «' ""oe
baronetcy."

""""sterial influence, by procuring him a

cou,^ of the first session of WsTrl'"' T ^'"""^•" *«
considering the sensation he has orT, T^*^^ "^"^'- ^"^
ter, I do not think it would ^a ^d f '," ""^ ^'«^''' 1™--
« once to rivet him to me for . f"''' °^ P°"°y ^^re I
baronetcy."

""' *"^ ^^f. by obtaining for him a

P«y^;S1m„:™^"^^ 'be won., and
efficacy of your lonlshin's ZT ^ """^ "'"^ at the great

fould like, above all thK hT'"?f!
''"'"^»'='=- Besidfs, I

Mr Wylie by the title of^^r Id? f "^ •"«' '» «i<'-^'»
lord, that although yourseff a^H Z^'/'"' ^^ are aware, my
ably rewarded hi! hfrr"felt frilfv f

"" '"'' "™' honUrr
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,"''.""" " ^"^ ^ ^ave
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""'*'"P » P«blic views to
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entirely to themselves, I cannot serve my public and privatenteres« better than by talcing measures to obtain forwSranlt to which you allude."
^

„„T1° 'T ''"^ *•" ""'">"'' """ '"' Sir Charles Kunningtonon the subject, and instructed him to proceed in the ZZ

sequence to his instructions, he procelied step by stepT^^tohe quest^^n, and to solicit the honour, in thiswL ^^

JI-^'^" ^?''!'''' *" 8''''%!ng Wra to receive the honour"rephed S,r Charles »ith a simper meant to be expressive

1 1 ir^ ^' ?"" '"'™ "•" '^"^'"'^ 'h« minister; " butI though a man of lis sense would never have aspired to anyempty t, Ic
;
but, nevertheless, he shall have it. i alwa™Ma part-cu ar gratification in obliging my „„ble friendtCZot

toi^f r.""'' " " "'" '" ""'* "-y d^»''«. « i' « my dutyto satisfy aU his reasonable wishes."
'ynty.

Sir Charles was delighted with the success of this his onlyuccessful mission
;
and the marqais felt .singularly obligS tShe request was conceded, not only on account of Ws ownlbHc

services, but m so handsome a manner, that the minister hadnever once enquiry whether his protcgg was in po-sisTon „f

'

«i adequate estate to uphold the dignity of the hon'r Thufto the surprise of our hero, and of all his friends but those in the
secret, he was, on the following Saturday night, gazetted a

MU It,' Z T< rf "'""' '^"^"''' ^^^^^' ^» shouldMCI IS, in tile good legal language of the north. Sir AndrewWyhe, Baronet, of that lilt, or of the same.
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CHAPTER LXXXV.

THE RBTVBW.

set off in the ,»„« omril^ r^^ T*^''
"'"^ ^" Andrew,

Lady SandyfoM to vT ifsir 1T. .V''''"''''''
»' I-"") »d

Maybole at their seat oflulit"'?''' »"< ^«<'y Margaret

her ladyship, .ho hJteT'ot l/r™*^.' '"^ '™^ »"«'«'»
and esteemed friends

; b^t ™Uv a. fh """'l"
' """ P^^i™'"

that strong-hold of geierolfet" 1'^":; f"' '» ""'kefton.

Wrshau"2rr "^ '"' C^^la^d,"""""-"- "'^'»
. ^™" "<" trouWe our readers w... .
journey, which was performed wt^h .

' ^^ '°''™"' "^ *«'
till the travellers reachedS», """anient expedition
the earl and eonnte s ptl^^m' r''-^

'""^ ^^^^~
lingered some time at ClT ? ,'^'"='"»""^- Sir Andrew
Stoneyholm late in the even^:"

'"^'' "',*row his arrival at
edification of the town,wS h!:!t """"^ '" '"'P™' "-e re.
absence from Scotland ;Tnd a,tp^J.^^.T^''^''^' <»""? his
the cross, he felt some hW ,L ""'^^ *^™'» »•!»•» Inn to
which .he stands of the Zt":i:;TJ°tZ """ ""^ P'"™
days, when he visited the town iJr '^°"' ^ ""e fair
ton, was oblitemted; a spado"ITT '"* ^''"'«' ««"
difficult to recognise thfI.T '""*''>'« street rendered it

neighb„urh„od.%lt;";--;;'' ^"» «™'"ed inle
changes produced by time andTr .

'^'^^'"^'' '" '"''" "^e the
friend, when seen after aninterval'T!

"" *» ""=" "' » early
they bore testimony to th t2eritvT^'™"'-

''"'^
''''''''''^h

were yet, to his feeling, but a,TV ' """^ '"»''' they
remains of ancient simp!w,v an^

1'™" ''""'"^ <"er the
olden time.

'^ ^'
"'"' ""' "enerable manners of the

4tKS:ot,at r^^ %"^^'- '"'Kilwin.

-----. once havt';:-7t:tr^';t;tS
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would require more metaphysics to explain than the reader who
stands in need of an explanation could comprehend. Possibly it
may have originated in some wish to contemplate ^. leisure the
scenes oi' his youth, or to e ^joy the balmy freshness of the sum-
mer evening, or in some token of humility or silent expression
of thankfulness for the happy circumstances in which he had
been permitted to return; or perhaps, from a sentiment of affec-
tion towards less fortunate friends, he was averse to obtrude
upon their view any indication of the prosperity which had
crowned his adventures. Be this, however, as it may, he pro-
ceeded to Kilwinning.

It was a beautiful evening: the sun set in all his glory beyond
the hills of Arran; and the peak and summits of Goatfield,
covered with a fine aerial haze, glowed, as it were, with an
internal principle of splendour. The sea in the bay of Ayr lay
like molten gold, and Ailsa rose empurpled in the distance like
a magnificent amethyst; while the whole coast, from the towers
of Culzeen to the promontory of Ardrossan, glittered with towns
and villages, and the seats of many, who, like our hero, had re-
turned home to enjoy the fruits of their prosperous adventures.

Every thing in the spacious view was calculated to calm the
mind and expand the feelings. The summer was clothed in her
richest verdure of luxuriant fields and leafy boughs; the stream-
lets flowed in clearer currents; and the colours of the broom
and the daisy were unwontedly bright; the birds in the hedge-
rows seemed rather to hold a gentle and hanr.onio"=j interchange
of occasional notes, than to indulge in their own ^ culiar songs;
even the crows, as they made way to the rooky woods, hovered
in their flight, as if they partook of the general composure of all
nature; and the angler, returning home, lingered in his path,
and frequently paused to admire the flakes of fleecy gold that
floated over the setting sun.

There are but two situations in vhich the adventurer, return-
ing home, can duly appreciate the delightful influences o'" such
an hour of holiness, and beauty, and rest. The one, when he is

retreating from an unsuccessful (3ontest with fortune—when,
baflled and mortified by the effects either of his integrity or of
his friendlessness, he abandons the struggle, and retires to his
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,|,y,

hope, .il, appeaae his s Iw, td IJh "v
""'''''' ''" ''"'""y

-the other, >vheD lite ^7' ' """^ ""'^'P f"' evert

.-e object of hi. r^dfa;::,tirrcuh f f"-^
'^"''-^^

enjoy that superiority over hi, 1?T " '"'"®' P"*"' ">

«II the glosses that mayTe pt u„
''TT'""'' "'"<=''• "«"

""iv reward of an advelrXirit Bo:^
"'"^'

'^ '^"'^ *e
conduct; but the maimed and h.T if ^'''""P' *° "'««»«
shrink from the view, .M^^^t .hSV^h

'"' """""'"«'
thick and blushing promises of their !. . ^ remember the
the sear and yellow le7o7,h*r

',?"'"!' ™''''''^''*^"' ''''''

By the time SiraXw r'lh!d K^•":* ''"""^» «"-»>•
and the stars were ^iA^ZZlfT."f7'' "' """^""'^
nsen over the shadowy mis^'oV the ^^IfofTv'

"""'' ""^
the leaves of the hedees and .1,. .

,7°""' »' Eghnton, tinted
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',"" 1' "^"^ '»
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Hia ,'„* .'
^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ grandmother's cottaffPIS intention was to enter siiHdpnlxr *« • .i_

couage.

familiar: tl.ey recalled to hi, mind S.hi h' .-
* ^""^

»ore than painting, all the m<:t ll^Me p^I^l'Tj!boyish years J the amusements he had eniovedwSf
dead or scatters, or chained hytt^^ 7 icTSeven the image of poor Maffffv thp m»a^;o

uruugery,

visions of that d,^m' of fonKm;i"^-rdT,:inTo»el';'

tears
;
for the voice was that of the worthy T.„„vhfir 7^

which she eamesUy entreated, now that he was becomeT^^fand gland man, to let her see him befo.^ she dTed wm,
'

merry hand, and a beating heart, he tirled at the p^T and a '1^schodmaster admitt*! him. he went forwarf intoTeii^t ^forlold Martha was aware. But we Ieav*> fha ^^ i 1 - ?

Jha. ensued, while we refrain, .^rc f^fp^^ ™:n:descnbe the joy and the piety of that halWed ^ene
^ "*

E3SS5^
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CHAPTER LXXXVI.

THE CHURCH.

land,, and remr„r « ht "^^/T^"'" ""^^ "' ">« Craig.
not any of hi, early f iend" Wh ,

' ™''°^' -fout having

^hichconsiatedofthpZehLTi ""^ "'^ "' ""^kfasL
.tom«i .0 in h, ,j^r::zt,t^tr "-^ -^"--
'"? •"" '» ''alk to church with hta -^Tj^'

Pn^poseof invit-
be-ng stiU seemed to regard him ^".h;

' "'°''™' »°'' ««ntle
he had 80 long before known h^

'"""^ '"""'^ '>»y 'hat

.hede™ea„o„?of„„.her:
Z.nrL"i:tr-

"•--^"""^ m
evenmg, to make him suloectfhl, -u ^'"''*^^P"^'^''''e
angh, changed the simpl ftlof hi' ™ ?"' '™°"" '>'«' '»

Sir Andrew, however Lr ? f
'^'""' character.

«• you the daVZ^ :^»t^^
.' f;->ta.io„. .-i eanna gae

to cleek „r her, and aihli^l^^f""'-;« ^P^'

-

old, t,ed m a napkin under my oxter " *^ Testament, as of
There was a little wageerv in til

«press«i, but of so modeS: tild 7Z7 "
:'''f

'"" ""
for sincerity. He had, indeed, resulted h?

' '"'™ "'""•
«»nme his fo^er familiarity, ^^:,i;f

'"''' °™ "'nd t.
boyish dialect; not that the lat^rT!! ? '"'' ^""nt of his
carefully and conatanUy prle^^ ^"'f,"7f»«• ^r he had
adopted a few terms indTlT ^ ,

''' '""' "nconscioasly

necessity of speak™girtfl,?^:/r^.^"8'-''i «"-! m the
friends, had habitnaUy^S wiA T"''

^'' '''"''™'""«

tone, considerable puriivofri!!:: T '"^ "*' "'« southern
of his gn.ndm„the' hlwe". SX ^t"'"'"'°"™''<"»-or
"No," .^pHed M^rthr-a™! 5

,?"" "' ^'"•

™re in seeing yo,^ Andrew Zft- '^ ^™*' P"-"* "d P'ea-
Him that has preirt^ :„: T„ fllTl,"'^

* '" "« '•"u^e of

theskirtsofhisgarm^t rthel. i"^"'"^ '""''• ""'l '«
less Iamb, I m^!.nT?o' t'hat--'"'"'^ '''«"''« h^'P-

-""^..ell^hted to bononra^rthru.sU':;;:;^:
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pW " blc..d, «„d .aiaed i„.„ .he light that shir«„ h^h

.„ff 'i"'!'!'', l""''"'
"' *« "orthy master, whose eves were

wad' r. ! ™ ""'"^"' '"' '^'« f™" Ws seat, and

As it was soon known in the village that onr hpro h.A

old people observed, with a lively sentimpnf Jl' T ,

him fliof K^ J , ^ sentiment of kindness towardshim that he was dressed much in the same style as when heeft them
;

l.it they became diffident and bashful afhe Lroa^^^^^^^^

r: eXirt!^^^
^een at sehoo^wT^

oo V. 1 1 ,
"' ^ ''® innocent Tannvhill smil«l

^ate^ chee.u,, t .Sa^rrtrSThlsTI
acquamtance, aad to those who possessed any peculiaritv If

and said to hni, "Y^ see the Lunnoners haena been ailT Jme ,n a he.ter fashion than yon and elippinTjo^did'!
"*

On reaching the church door, where Mr Cove„»„. ii. .

j

uer wig, and a blue cloak, was standiiis- at fliA hrn,i u

some hberal donation to thp nnnr tk i ,
aeposit

ess than a handfn. ofgXn^ at «r^^thrhttaf»on,e .ntention of reali^'ng their ^^J^XTL^
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himself, and insteail of throwln., n., a • .

'!-» ehier a .Up „f papo':' f^ .Ho't """ '"^'"' ^"
simply said to him, "Mr Cove„2 r"^ •

P™""""-. and
pared at this „,„J„, to doXfi"" '"V" ''«" P-
the morn's morning beliml »l, f '

" ^^
"' """^^ "> "e

thankfulness for befng rllralt? r ,

'"" ''"" '^^"f^ -"y
saving these words, he waltd 21 J'

n""""* '""'" ""<' '»
lis grandmother sat and took hhTf""^ " "'' P^* "here
The ehurch wa, 1,, ,>

" P'''='' " ''" ''"i^-

minister en,er^rep,ZrwLT'"'1' """ "" ^y^' «» '"«
looking on the reading bC'rd andI T^'^ ''™' °' *« =»'

initial., and the outlfnes of 'b"l 'r.*"'
'"" """''Uterated

languor of Mr Dozadeal'dL!,? "l v^""'"''
""<^''' '» the

-ith a pin, to the rSfdispIe
°
are ofr "' ''°™^'"'^

'"'""''^'J

When Mr SymiL„„ TTT " ^""''""'ther.

minist^, afterTCoX'':,';f-— D'Do^adoal in the
nockhive, rose to give out the nil « 'f '''^"^ "^ ^un-
the sound of the few voiee - '^

' f" ^'"^''"'' ''"tied by
feltforamomentasTfli ,1 r'"^ '""^ >"' «'=™, and
he had la,, sat in ti'hwfr'T' !"'"'"' '^''" """™«
one of his youthful dream" aLdi V^™P"'P'""'' ''"'"^ "t
-e .vine read out the twl'^i?^;^1^:^:^-

"Lord I Will thee eUol. for thou
'

Hast lifted me on high,"

httir-;;''.ut\tr;ir""'^,^-'^^^^^^
it again met for a momentT ,? Tt' *' ''"^'' '»"' ^h^™
he had so often seers^kW^h?"^ ""t

™"'"« »"'"""
Mr Symington po,sL«^ m^ore of ,h?'

'?'*?•
•

office than bis predecessor hntT
'"""'™' "'^™» of his

an interesting pread „' "
I"""

"''*'"• "" ^"oqn^t nor
to attn^t thf a'ttrtlT of ou7l™ ""^rr

-'™'^'«^ "•« day
of the sermon, Sir Andrew CntoToot^^'

""^ *« "P^nin^
d'scover, with a mingled sentfTent '^

,

'"' '™' ""d to

many faces that he disdn^.lt n P'""™''^ ^""l sorrow,

had suffers from^htSinTSlfl-^'^-'-e--.
one or two young girls that stilf seem d a! ft J^''

""*
-^ ever, but upon a sha^r ^:i: tf::f^::2

'
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trangers to him, and in the hitered looks of the m&tiim who
•at beside them, he recognized the mothers for whom he had at
first mistaken the daughters.

A cold and penetrating sentiment of grief quivered throutrh
his bosom, when in several instances he with difficulty made
out m countenances, depressed, it might almost be said de[)raved
with premature age, the effects of heavy toil and constant labour'
the faces of old school-fellows, whom he recollected among the
boldest and che bUthest of all his young companions. But this
painful feeling received some alleviation, in seeing that the
elder worthies of the clachan still seemed to retain their former
respectability; and that, upon the whole, there was a visible im-
provement in the appearance of the congregation in general.
At the conclusion of the serm.-n, Mr Tannyhill, wh«^ held the

,
threefold office of schoolmaster, session-clerk, und precentor,
rose and read from one paper the names of those who, in dis-
tress and sickness, desired the prayers of the congregation.
He then took up another, which he had folded in his Psalm-
book, and with an elevated and cheerful countenance, as if
exulting in the task he was required to perform, said aloud,
with an emphatic and triumphant accent, "And Andrew Wylie
returns thanks for his safe return."

The instant these words were pronounced, a universal rustlem the church, followed by a low and kindly whisper, showed the
impression which their simplicity made on the congregation :

and it was observed that the laird, after looking down at Sir
Andrew for about a minute, turned to his sister, and said some-
thing which appeared to give her pleasure ; what Mary Cun-
ningham felt on the occasion was not easily guessed ; for she
dropped her handkerchief, and sfooped to lift it, and when she
again stood up, she was so engaged in putting it into her pocket,
which she did not exactly find so readily as she appeared to
wish, that nobody could see her face.
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CHAPTER LXXXVII.

THE CHnaCHYAHD.

When the congregation wps dismissed <?.V a a . .
grandmother, telling her that J '

• .
^""^'^'^ ^^^* ^'«

Ws old acquaintancf, he JmUd f I ^ f '' '^'""^ '^ ««"^« -^

h-tenmg out into he^ru I^^^T'T '.T"
^--"^-^ly,

on the spot whore he was In l v.'

"^ ^"' '^"^'^^ ^^^^^^^

ful recognizance w^X r'n^'r^^
*^^ ^^'^^ <>f youth

joyfully greeted anrweTcoLd1"^^' '"^ "'"^ ^^ --
going to cLurch, he ha7 71 nn ^^ ''''^ '*"''' ^^«™' '"

eye was restlessl^ turn^ ow'dsT:,""*^''^^^'^'^"^ '^^ h-
time the laird, Miss M^v and M« T'

^'""^ ^'"^^ ^" ^«e
Time had n^wlaid so mLv '^' '''"^^ '^^•'' ^Ppearance.

that he stoopedtd :o;r/Cat;^t ;:r^s'^^^^^'^^^wore his hands in his pockets hn! • k
^' "' "° ^«"ffer

daughter's, while he s^r^^^'h^^Tf h 7 "^ '^""^ ^" '^'^

gold-headed cane, froj Xch Z f^ ^
i

''^"' '"^^^ ^ '^^

tassel considerably aboTelfstat^M Ir^'"*"
^^""^ '^"^

difficltyin movii;g u::erYe^^e^,Hf:rag^^^
scraggy figure seemed consideml.]„ r„ ^ "*'' '^''" "'«'

her steps were much shorTertnd '^ieker thr'n'r
'""''^'^•

way.- and her head nodded with a T"""'
""'"«'> »he made less

which, even in the en g7 : ttl ^^ 2 ""T^ "^"'»''"''".

described as emphatic. %„ Mart ('nl T^''
'°"''' """ ^

fully developed into an ele^nr»7
^"""'"«'""». though long

beauty. The livehCs X^aTrr'^ '"' '" "^^ P"''» "f
a serene and gracious benign ;:';/; trjsIhTtTl.''""of regret and wonder to the nari,h;„ u

^'''''""'"y theme
should remain so long s"ngle

'""''"™'"' "«" ^-eh an heiress

laiMshook him eordiall^^;ttt/r 'wIsfM "'"L'"'"";
^"^

hmjwuh uncommon briskness,- and mTss Cu3 1° ^""^
Wed so pleased, that it was o'bserved b^IZJr v'""'.'observers a^und then,, that " mair stran^^h":;'^^':';^
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pass than that Andrew Wylie should be r^jarriecT to Craiglands'
dochter," an event, in their opinion, which would be a far greater
promotion than his seat in parliament, or the honour of his
baronetcy.

Sir Andrew walked with the family down the churchyard
towards a stile which led into the highway, considerably neare^
Ihe Place" than the gate that opened into ilie village In

going along a footpath that winded among the graves, they hap-
pened to pass by the tombstone where he had so faithfully been
attended in his task by Mary, and with an instinctive glance he
observed that she threw her eye on it, and that a slight cast of
thoughtfulness ttt the mament overshadowed her counicnance.

" It's something the waur of the wear since yon time," sajd he
softly to ner,and her face, in an instant, was covered with blushes

,

But, with considerable spirit and gayety, she retorted, "And
I doubt you have forgotten some of your fifty psalms."
Nothing more passed at that time, for the laird interposing

said to him, " r hope. Sir Andrew, ye'll no object to tak your
kail wi' us

;
but my sister wasna fond to bid you, 'cause we hae

only a head and pluck, and a canld hen ; but I ken that ane of
Snoozle the China sow's wee grumphies was killed yestreen
and gin ye'll promise to intermit with us, just in the way of
pat-luck, we'll get it roasted by the time that divine service is
ouer in the afternoon. What say ye ? I hope and wish ye would
come

;
for it's a great pleasance to me to see and hear of a lad

from our ain g.it-end, that has done so weel a- they say ye
hae

;
so I eXpect ye'll no be blate, but just use your freedom,

and tak a bit neighbourly chack o' dinner."
Our hero was delighted with the invitation, and getting at

once into the old man's humour, said, with a drolling accent,
and a significant nod both to Mary and her aunt, " If it's no a
sin, laird, to dine out on the Sabbath-day, I'm sure I'll be right
blithe to dine wi' you at the Craiglands

; but I maun first tell
grannie, for fear she should be angry."

" That's a' very right, my man," replied the laird, In some-
thing like an affectionate manner ; « for she did muckle for
you; but 1 understand ye hae been a kind and dutiful bairn.
TTn'nranm<l'trx>t> T l.«>^^ ,—'11 j- ftA^ ..,..^. ,^.jj j_ ij.j^c jcil UUIJJU to us.
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^«^, ye-Il bring your gran^. !•.
""^

'

' ™ ' h"!*. Sir An-
to see her

,

for f/ndersS^ ^L"T "^ ""' "»'»'
has a g:reat opi„i„o of her „rur„7„ ^""""'f

''^«>' "y daughter,
she got no sma' i„si„h !? !r .

'' J"*"*:"™'
i ™d ye ken

school in imbn"oT^ui:T'"' "" ^^'^'"^'^
"-"•-K-

year,, .hereby she /„s memairUi^T ^^^ S'-^^'^e of thrfe

fatheirp'^rrsri::;:~ ""f-^ ""^^-tation of her
hut this onlyn,ade th™g^^;ot"lf: "'".r*™" '» '''^-'

n«edna chirt my arm fSTT' * '*"'• " '^'^ »»- Mary, ye
that, SirAndrew, ^'irsh'Tht'"''^^'

"'^ ""'^ and'yet f^ ^^
a hantlemairwoe faurt t>dC^n?T" ' """• "'""'"Sh she's

mither." '" *"'' "'" hae ten times the toeher o' her

noo-a-days."
tli.nkmg, werena sae nice as they're

"Ah
I
ye len naethine ahnnf i. ,

jour eggs in thinking sae^' ^olld r^'-"/""
''^ ^^'''''"^ =•«

you, Sir Andrew, thft her 2b *"^'' "'^'^ ^ "» "^^i-o
for although shewas ,he"evethV^'b/"'',"

^»™^"' court;
there never was sic a flvHn'hli?

.''''*''''• "' P-^" Bccvesland
she would consent to tok 1 'bb

" *>"'"' "' '^''^ ^"^ hefor^
hae heaM, was dro^n ;rd;bfbnf a" 'f-"'

"^ -™ "'"'-
the downseat of the CraM„„w ^ "^^^ '"'"''• ""d though

-eher.,a..atthetL'eS:1 S:.rcT„rr '

' "b^
'^'

the laird over, and wa ..Iril •oTf''
*» '™ 'adies and

waiting to receive them Ttib .'"'.'' '"'"•'*'"°'' '^"'x^-
tasteful modern style tb: bit*"!,'!!'

""^ '5"Wo was in a
"W slovenliness of the Craiglands

"
Trr"'''''''"™

""" '" *»aigiands. The horses were unmatched,
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the one bemg black and the other bay, and they appeared asrough and shagrgy as if they had been taken from the grass thatmornmg, and harnessed without being groomed, which was
probably the fact. Old Robin Taigle, the laird's man, Zt
f«r..ied as many offices as Scrub in the play; and was ridingpos .hon wthont boots, in coarse grey worsted stockings, with

.\!fT;T ™",'"' ?"' ''^'^'' '"»• "> P™*"" » fro™ being

probable he had not time, or "couldna be fashed" that morning
to attend either to himself or the horses.
Having handed the ladies, and also assisted the laird into thecarnage, Andrew retired, and Robin, with a loud cry of " Jeebrutes! set off at a sober ™te towards "The pje," wh^
"nLTT .

" "'f
""" "' *' ""-K-^ndo'-. saidMmd, noo, S,r Andrew, that we'U expect to see both you andyour grandmother, andye'll tak a heartywelco^ne for good cheer "

"uh'Sa^i" rnrghrJ:"'"^' "
'"""^'' ^'-^ ^^ -» --'•^

CHAPTER LXXXVIir.

DAFT JAMIE.

" Is«A that a dre^fu' fine coach ?" said a voice behind SirAndrew, as he still continued looking after the carri^e "r,ewarmnt ye ne'er saw the like o't in Lunnon-though ?he king"

Oar hero was a little startled by this salutation, and tuminsround beheld daft Jamie standing on the steps of the ™?edressed m an old cavalty jacket. On his head wL the crown „fa hat cut mto something like a soldier's cap; his neck and le^swere bare and his whole appearance betokened the militafvvanity of harmless idiotcy.
mmtary
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<i«ct,on of auch worthies. itonX^^r^T "^ ''"
*«P">-

» conseqa^ce of making i ooeTfv " ?"''°''-'°'" "»!'«'.
professional jonrnevs to thelri !• ,

" '^"'e-places in hi,
of Glasgow ind Ay'r. H,s fSi: ha't"'

°' *" ^-•-»
for the best of all possible tZn^L '"^ '^'^"'""'' ""d
folk there were just like himsdv" '°' "" ''' '^i", "the

'

StoLXtoll^nd^Vtfolwrll™/" ""'^"^ '0 be at
'0 .he stile, and to <>^:tT\Zt:o2"'" '""^ *" •""""=•
he was usually rewarded by the Me °

^h
'"'""^' '"^ *hich

th.s occasion, as they were souirJl he" i"
* P™"^- »'« on

attention of the crowd w^so^r^ "i
'^'"''^"' '" "hom the

he heard spoken of as hZ^coZe^l' 'T*^'
""• "horn

of money," Jamie diffidently kept^rf dJTtr
'"'"' "" P"""

pff, when seeing our hero followinlftll J- "^^^ ''"•™

-utation; but perctC:ra7:^;7'"'«>-tar.ledat Jamie',
w.th, he replied, "Ay, it'ab^w^ P^'^^-^^ "e had to deal

t^^JT^'^^^^^^^ -e. came
fedd.es d.dna gie you ony bawbeesC "'' ™'''' " ^heTh^ baith gie me bawlLs and :y''Irer"^.

'" '" ^"" ''""-

in the chu«=hyart, " that ye should "i^T""" ^' '"«' heai,!
I hae had a thought o't man, maTr than .

*" *"' "' "" '«'<«»•
sure whilk to tak."

' ""^ ""^ "J'sel" ; but I'm no
"Is that possible?" exclaim«l«; a

.

'"Deed is-t," said Jamie "f^! fh' ^"J'T'
-est. Miss Mi.y keep, the Lyfl ^T'd

^^ ^^^'^ «>e bon.
and tarts. But I'll ,eli „„„ f'' ""f.'

""
"^f
P™e keen of flesh

-rd for me, ni do as mu^^kle f"r v ^^^V f" ^"^^ " «'"i«
weeltohurl in that braw coach and w .1

^^ ^. '""'''' '"'» "oeo
headed cane Hk- .i.- ....,"' "'"' ''»"' my bodv wi' a -^u-
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"A bargain be't," said Sir Andrew laughing ; "I'U no fail to
do my best for you with Miss Mizy."
"And what for no wi' Miss Mary ?" said Jamie, looking athim peeringly; and thei. he cried, «0 ho, my hearty, is that

the way the land lies already ! Howsomever, there's my hand
through foul or fair—eyes right, and look to your officer."
There was something in this little scene which madeourhero feel

dissatisfied with himself. He had not given the idiot credit for half
the discernment he possessed, and to be quit of him took out a
sixpence, and giving it hastily to Jamie, turned and walked away.
As Sir Andrew ascended the steps of the stile, and went home

to his grandmother's cottage through the churchyard, Jamie ran
leaping and exulting, holding the sixpence aloft between his
finger and thumb, straight on to The Place, where he arrived
just as the carriage was driving off after setting down the family

"What's making you so glad the day, Jamie?" said Mary to
him, who was still standing at the door.

^

"Do you see what I hae got?" was the reply, showing the
sixpence

;
and adding, « noo, I'll hae ay or no frae Miss Mizy—

" and if she'll no tak me, then I'll tak you. But na; I canna
do that noo, honour, honour—that puts an end. Miss Mary, to
a your hopes o' me."

" Ye're certainly, I see," said Miss Cunningham laughingly,
" a nch match, indeed

; but who gave you the sixpence ? "

"The wee man wi' the muckle purse; but I'm no at liberty
to sav ony mair; so speer nae questions, and I'll tell nae lies'"
rep.ed Jamie. « But, Miss Mary, he's a fine bit body yon—

I

wonder ye canna tak a fancy till't-eh. Miss Mary, he's just like
a bonny wee chimi pourie, full o' thick ream. Ye would lick
your lips an' ye kent what I ken—I redd ye, Miss Marv, to raak'
muckle o' him, or I wouldna be surprised an' he fuff'd awa' wi'
a' his goud and gear to Miss Jenny Templeton o' the Braehead
that's got the tocher frae Indy. Oh, she's a sonsy, rosy cheekit
lass

!
I would like to hae a sheep's head wi' as gude a cuff o' the

neck. He'll get a bien bargain that gets Miss Jenny."

^^

Miss Cunningham, amazed and surprised at this speech, said,
"But, Jamie, what makes you think the wee man wi' the muckle
purse is likely to prefer me first to Miss Jenny Templeton ?"
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OHAPTElt«xxv,„._B„,„„,^

^^a.ie. "Bu^ntereryr^r f\^-^'" ^^^^
dinner wi' you the day, I woXfet^t".''' ^^"^'"^ ^^«
the pie, and the best leg o' the fat h

*^^ ^^PPytonroek o'
may be the upshot I"

^^ ^^"' *°d wha kens what
"But, Jamie," said Mis«i P.,««- l

orders for America; they'll ^TLufT" *' ^yr, is under

n t.me for love or n,„„ey, so I w^l^/'
^'

" '""^'^ S^' " ^od
leap-years

; especially /hen sil » S T'^ particular about

doo„asy„nniLcouthyLun„onhJ "
""" """" "> ^^O'

0- gold a., big as a boU ^. p™,^^'"*^^ -^ <>« ha. a p'urse

.ar.rur::i"z^zrsir. *^'''. ^-^^ -^^ *-»
there or, the Sabbath-day " °"*"""'»'<^""e 'i* that haverel
'Tm thinking, Miss Mizy, ve'U ha, tr. j

retortci Jamie
:
"1 may be a h^vll K .

'"' ^'""' "»"'«'«."
ye're." ^ "^ * ''«''«'*1. b«t every body tens what

>%^m mtrstprafwS""r
r''^'•'

-'-^ *-ai<ien
Cunningham, and 'o!^l^l"fJ'^'^T'"^mtMC
*as sitting with the laird, aS.:^r ''^^ Miss Mizy
thumb, and I'll get credit in iiu /T * ^a^Pence under mv
oot to yourser." -^^t^^—tll ""''' «^' ^« -™y
when I had naething I was fain tfH ^ P""' "^'^'««' »><I
world's changed nolrrfo^aW "f

"'' ^°"- ^»' ">e
young ane too. Miss Mizy. Howsl. '""P ° '""-J. ^-d a
a rive o't a'thegither between us 1^^ ""^ '^^' " *"* "d
a mutton ham, I'll fl„d a^^^ 'f "/l''t

""' ?'«"-bane „'

on^alongwi'y„urkindness,M sM „?,X "" "' ""^ «-''

'- :i';:tr;;n^^ !:;Lrr-- - -»* .he
d. ' '- -^".y ,• wniie the laird

2b



386
SIB ANDREW WYLIB.

gtaJotrn/r:;j^^^^^ ^t- «^ ^^ese sudden

term of a guZ oWrvW . ?" ^"'^" ^^ '^^ ^«°^"«

almost as abruXa^hThZ' T.«" ^ ^*°PP^' ^^ich he did

that."
^ ^ ^'^°' ^^"^"^' h«'« a ready-witted fool

CHAPTER LXXXIX.

THE laird's drawing-room.

«ever thought to,2 he -kj „"ITr. '•""^' ""' "-» »«• I

lifted up wrt."
*" *""' y« °»™na be overly

""of:.;;":™" ::: ,,tt'
^* '» "-"' ^--^

-

at mv wheel nn *n k^ " ^ ^^^® ^o lonff ca'd

" If ifs .0 pleasure you, Andrew, aa if, y„„ „,k„„^ ,_ Pl«
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Miss Mary visited me "th hZ h ,T'^ """' P''''««l ''he-™ gang wi- ye, bnt PZm ITI T^"^"''' ^owsever,
didna insist." " *"""^' t*'' i' a kindness if yj

oft ?natr?:;.''.lrn:T^?-»--'^ Her aeceptane.

peculiarities both of ,h;S an!W t""'
^'=°"^'^«»" »' the

- how far .hey had int^e.^ Ma^^lh^;^^;;^ "V'''^'^ '"
determmed to make her behavionr ,! fIf P-^Judices

; being
n -me measure a test ofherX ' r^'' "': ™"'™'"' P'^'^"'
self in the indulgence of .L? ^' '" ""^^ to govern him-
period so strong r^LlteXtofti:''' '"'""«- «' "''

ediy warmer, while it was as conZf." /?'""',"^ ""d™'"-
Accorfingly, at the close o.heXl^' "'''"«''»•

"""her, on his reiterated l„e,t „T.? ''"'""' *« gn">d.
mansion-house. On apZallTirNw "" H™ »» the
Ae avenue which openTfi^

'

fh! h-T '''"'™ '""^-"^ f
-i* the air of renovation Jmc" v rvt'Tf'

."« ^"^ ''"'"k
assume. The square pillarwere I? Y't^ Heen made to
stone globes, which had llZ'T ""^^ ™''uilt, but the two
replaced on their summi s T^T^^T "" *^ 8™""' ^«^
painted for yea,, before liis vonnr,*^

'7^'"''' '"«' "ot been
^l>ich had long fallen ^m ,Cb?

''™«">l>ranc^and one of
from its Prop/station-Tonfinrf •'"'!T ''^"" '«"<'

harmoniously in their p^ let '""f
"•"». »" swung

also undergone a prrdision, ;m„
""""'« "self had

smootherL betLlTn^ -ZnTretaJlT ™°*"""^
highway, which was not the^„Jhlf,,.^^° ""an the king's
and the mansion itserha^„oT„^°'''^''.'''P'^»'^''"^ London;
"ashing, but the sashL ofseveJof the'-l

" '""""^ -Hite-'

Instead, however, of three Z!?. •
5""""'' '"""«»e''ed.

door, as formerly there w!I
"""" ^-io^s on each side of the

a contrivance s^gesWrM-" M
""''

'" ** '^™''«''" taste-
-hen the ever-mSlSi^'' *" ""^^ *^ ^"''>''-"«.
Vu^^ !-_,., .

""*"»« tnpie assessmenf tb^oo r,^ - — '

- '"- "-^ imeea received very extensive '.n^'"'"'

^*"^"^^^- ^ ^^e

y extensive, and even oome radical
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reformations, and not only bore testimony to the improved spirit
of the age but mdicated something of the taste which Mary had
acquired dunng her residence in Edinburgh, and of the influence
which she possessed over her father. But it seemed, to the
enlarged sight of our hero, to have shrunk prodigiously from
Its former grandeur, although it was certainly, for Scotland, still
a respectable country seat.

'

^

Sir Andrew and his grandmother, on arriving at the door
were shown into the drawing-room by Robin Taigle, now act

'

ing in the capacity of footman, having put up his horses. MissMizy thoug'ht there was no need to be so ceremonious, and the
Imrd himself said it was a work of supererogation; but Mary
overruled their objections, by reminding her aunt of the free
footing m which they had found our hero among the great in

V 1? u . ^*^^f
'^^"^^y' the drawing-room window-shutters,

which had not been opened for at least a fortnight before, were
unclosed

;
and, as we have said, the guests shown into it by the

laird s man. ^

The drawing-room of the Craiglands, though without question
the most splendid apartment in the whole parish of Stoneyholm,
ard in the opinion of old Martha, "just a palace," could really
boast of no very remarkable ornaLients, either of decoration or

'T\^
It contained a large unwieldy settee, of coeval antiquity

with the first introduction of that species of recumbency into
the west of Scotland, being one of the relics of the furniture
which the laird's great-grandfather procured for The Placewhen
he changed the ancient castle into a mansion. It had originally
been covered mth needlework, the skilful endeavour of the then
Lady Craiglands and her five daughters to imitate flowers and
peacocks, m which they succeeded almost as well, both in effect
and design, as the Greenock sculptor who carved the celebrated
effigy of Vulcan in the Vennel of that classical town. But
Minerva, envious of their success, having, in the shape of nany
shoulders, worn several holes in the work, the sofa was at this
period covered with simple white dimity, as were also the cushions
01 the chairs.

The walls of the room were stained with green, the most
extravagant of all colours., as Miss Mizy told the
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CHAPTER LXXXIX. TTtv r at«,><« ^THEI.AIRD8DEAWING-R00M.
3$9

ted, either ^c«nI^^"ZotT '" ^^"^""^ "> "^ »">"

Burke declared. ^riieVhelirr"'''
*"""""'« "•"'«'

leave room to insert it o! 1 -^ ,
'""^ '""' »""'ted to

Penelopian ^Zt^' »d ^"t^lt^'*;
splendid dispUy of

paintings, whieh were naM^!^ = ri
''""''''''««. h"-? two

lady in'he haleyoTK I^ Ir^^T^
"' ""' """* """ >•=»

pn>priety wasnL saTs&ct^^l^^^^,^' -* -"at

self, however affirmpH ti^of *i,

*=^«'^tamea
. Craiglands him-

natural as lif^tTtt fj fj^ba™
'\-^«'' <="-''- as

not be better represented Ai .v ? '' "^ ^'^^ ""'J''

hung twelve »e rmll,„fi ^ """ .^'" '"""'"S 'h" ^^ndow

franfes, repLent „
' ^* ^, T""" ^^^^^^ » """^

twelve months of the via tte l^I T"'"™','
'^""'^ ">»

and a starred fracture^Z; ZCZl '
m"™'

!'"'' ''^''^•

ingeniously mended byTpLce of oil "PT'"*?. M»y was

cealed her smiles and her b^X T^^' ,
"'' """'^^ «»-

gn.nd days of the C^flni: LdThrriT .T^ ''""' "^ *"
to the t^ditions of thf?am,; t4„ofir!,,'''r;r;"''"»
they were first brought to it TJ," I

*"'"*"<' ''''™

n.Jt on the walls, a^'dtttasIX^^g^sSntrer-
and opposite to the K.^Iaee; it was a Pr!^„f . ^ "°'"'

slderable dimensions, set'in aVlrof'smrfnef:;^::'

^

iret,^r rt- roL^:s tft-^'f
^'

Sr"^ the bo. and the^^t":,Z^^U tT^

en, the most

Tx;3lt,CiB VVIIU
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CHAPTER XC.

4

THE LAMDEU INTKRK8T.

out ,„„vf„^ tZm ctirtL'""r" ""'' '"'''™™"'' «">-
a seat. I am very lellnLtlV ""' """• '""""^ "'«' '"k

who. I a. HappTt:ta';ta^„rrZ;^ra^TK^^^^^a great comfort to your auld age " ^ '" ^

ne3foft™t„"ttt''"'''^ ?,'*« '"•'-•''«-"->«-

are alwav,1^1^ ^-P"''"""""' '«"'«ver refined,

ranee ^^r^lZt^ii^XlZTsZ^lfl^:^^.f^ '«-

the int.dne.ion of the eotttltru'^r™ "' "-"""- "^

r-^n^r^ri^ifatr^^^^^^^^
thrive and I hopetn^elt.^ZgiXr

"^^'" '^ ^^
Wheesht, wheesht, laird!" exclalmprl th. ^i^

an awf„. .o^_,e„,„,,, thellbatdt" """' """"'

landfdTt: :» ""llr;!:.
t^ ""t,-""^ -^ber or the

weavers in ri!'
^™" '''"" ' «ay a God's truth ? The vera

but vice and immoraliiv LI •
""^ ^'^^ «°">«.

tingdom?_wLrru d ye^S^klirrd"'"" " *.
^''™"»"

lu ye tnink, bir Andrew, one o' the trash.

MWikr
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CHAPTBR XC—THE LANDED INTEREST.
SftJ

Macandoe a manufacturer, had the impudence to bid againstmy lord at the roup of the Friersland, and not only outbTh

" Tharr r aTI ^^J" "^'^^' '''' -^«b fr- ^ndia."

laird sTc' a M '^\^/'T'
"^'^ '"^l^ed vera surprising,

youth, nor m times afore them. But I dinna think the M.ioro ony better stock than Mr Macandoe: for his father ye ken

hTn^ ',i r;-'"™™"
of Kilmaining, and he himse f'/s I haj

lair7'"irhfr7T.^
"'
:"r P^^*^«"^^"'" interrupted thelaird

,

but he raised himsel' by his merits in the service of hi«king and country, and made his fortune in the warsTmIwhich is an unco difference to cotton-spinning"
^'"^

Ay, there's some truth in hat, lai-d "
renlJpH n,,- i,

" But what's the story o' this Macanioe ? '' ^ '" ^''''

acquaintance with him; for, as she said, Mrs MLajriT"want sense, and one of their dochters w^ at .rr , k ?
school, learning banners wi' her, anTwIsa n as^e' bTwould as soon sit in a Relief Hrk, as dari^en thedW ;n';:ie

"Ay, but, laird," interposed the old woman "fhpra !,„ i,

in. There s Jenny Eydent, when her gudemanbralt and..a broken heart, in the calamity o' the Ayr bank The"l^eftwi a sma family o' seven weans, five dochters, and twaTJnbab.es o_ lad bairns, and no help but her ten flnUrs. ZTl
.ue naa oeea enabled to do by the tambouring: Thei;', i,!
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better clad, or a better bred family in a' the kintra side. Migg
Janet, her second doeht.r, a weel-faur't la«sie, was cried the day
for a purpose o' marriage with John Sailfar, that's noo a captain
of a three-mastit ship frae Greenock; and her son Willy that's
80 douce and comely in the kirk, to the pleasure of everj- body
that sees him, is gaun intill Glasgow to learn to be a minister-
for the cotton-works hae made that, whilk in my day would hae'
been a sore burden, a stock in trade o' monj hands, whom the
Lord has blessed with thriftiness and prosperity."
"Ay, but, grannie, ye ken," said Sir Andrew pawkily, "what

a rise has since been in the price of butter and cheese-that to
be sure, may have gi'en a lift to the rent o' land; but then the
day-labourer's wage it's doubled, and coats and hats are twa
prices.

"Really Sir Andrew," replied the laird, rubbing his hands
with satisfi jtion, and giving one of his inordinate guffaws "I
havena heard sic a gospel-truth for a long time. But they'teU
me ye're wonderfu' clever, and surely that observe was a proof
and testimony of the same. Come, draw your chair closer to
mine; for Im fashed wi' a rheumateese in my arm, and canna
thole to converse ouer my shouther."
At this juncture Miss Mizy came into the room, and passing

old Martha, took her place in the seat of honour, facing her
brother, before she spoke. Our hero, who had begun to gain a
little in the laird's good opinion, was somewhat disconcerted by
this rudeness, and drew no favourable augury of the manners of
Mary, who had not yet made her appearance. The fact was
that, after their return from church. Miss Cunningham, whe-
ther influenced by the exho-tation of daft Jar^'-, ^r by the
manners she had learned at Edinburgh, induced her :'. >t m con-
sideration of the rank of their guest, to make s : . Mi^ons to
the dinner beyond the pig, which the laird himself had ordered
to be roasted; and in the superintendence and direction of the
same, the ladies had in the mean time been employed

" Sister," said the laird to Miss Mizy when she had taken her
seat - . i>, va!=tly weel pleased with this lad's sense and dis-
crefi'i -i:

*^^0M me, brother," replied the lady eagerly, "ye forget that

l.^^^
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he', noo, baronet, ,„,d a g™,t .wliament man," and turning

lang syne." "' "" """""" f" »»1<1

JAm"! ^^"°'" ''''^ ''" ff-^n-imother, "how ean ye break

AMhi! J-'^m""^""^
"' ''''^' ""» 'ho like o- «e daffin^"

hero an honoured cupsf in 1,0.. r„*i, . 1.

seeing our

tion of the kitXnT ^'' ' ^''"'"' °^ ^'•^™ the reflec-

.

There waa a little tendency to a pun in thil wh eTLs -nn

When dinner was announced. Sir Andrew stepped foraarftwo or three paces to give Miss Mizy his arn., but suS
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remembering in what lofty company he then was, he retired bax>k,

t. J ' ff^andmother, whom the laird left behind

and uddeu halt
;

for, instead of going on after her father, as the
usual routine of their procession from the drawing-room was oncompany occasions at Pace, and Yule, and high times, sheabruply stepped aside, and turning back to the mantelpiece, as
If to look for something, contrived to allow Martha and SirAndrew to enter the dining-room some time before her. Thus
without giving any cause for observation, delicately peiforming
that homag« which is due to invited guests.

CHAPTER XCI.

BREAKING THE ICE.

In the mean time, Lord and Lady SandyfVird, after parting
from our hero, had pursued their journey to Auchinward; where
they arrived about the same time that he reached Stoneyholm.
bir Archibald and Lady Margaret were delighted to see them-
and when informed of the secret object of their visit, and of the'
motives by which their noble friends were actuated towards Sir
Andrew, who was described as the architect of their happiness,
they entered with zeal and alacrity into their views. They told
them, however, that Miss Cunningham had the reputation of
being exceedingly proud and eonsequential-the failing - 'eed
of the Craiglands family

;
and that she had already refused^^orae

ot the best matches in the county.
"As the figure of Sir Andrew," said Sir Archibald, «

is not
like y to recommend him to a lady's eye, I fear, considering also
his low origin, that the undertaking will be more difficult thanyou imagine. The journey, however, will probably, in other
respects, be of advantage to him ; for, if he is decidedly refused
or perhaps disgusted, in consequence of the change that may
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have taken place in his own ta*.fp in o i

feci himself free to chooriewhU" "^ '" '^'^^"^^^ ^« -'»
The countess replied " T>,«..^ •

, .

A..hibald, andwe,^:'; JSHn oSi °
""'" ^^ ^y' ^"

your observations would male^ dot wT' *« J"'"«»«of
there « a„ „ueh heart about Wmh^Tn";' '"'™^=- ''"'

>«Heve, when, he to be reject d by M^ Cu"„ i T~^'' ^ ""
soon smk into despondency. Fmmwrat I h?^ k™'

''" '""^<'

earnest and persevering charaeterT.,! ""^ ?''»''"'«) «f Ws
''as not the sole object of l^stmbLr T"""^*^'

*»' '^ »>«
no inconsiderable portion of the^'^' J" '""«' """'tituted

sued, with so much constencv °H ™' "^ '"""='' •« ^as pur-
clearly defined c. urse „f life^ H^T^f"'™^' ""' 'J'»«"'" and
vanity of making a figure in 'the wtld'h^" TJ""'"*

'''* *"'
more studied worldly manners • anT '' """'"'^ '>«™
as even entering i„f„ hTeh r'a! e.T: T"' ""»""--»
he ^ts w'th a princely liberality Sothin" but P""

'""="'™'
for the care with which, it mi Z -a^^ ,

'"" ™" '«=«»an'

original simplicity, and the ndter^cTll'th1"^ I'T""^
"'

many beautiful women who wn„ut T ^"''' ^^ •"» seen so

^
The ear., who wasTiiren uH ^^1^^''""'' "' ""' '''"''•'

of his lady's eulogium, said -m. *
' "^ *" ** "«•">*

that Jacob's servftude of oitrtl"^™ ^'l- ^"^ "'» ««*» <»"

s:!;:2=iirsr;Sbar^^^^^^^^^
are not so often ruled in thtrtffl- T "'"''"'' "• ^omen
accused of being "anisIeLdS""' ''^'^'"''' =^ "-ey a,,

domestic animal,' and thfflr^fvirtues^li:
'''''' ""''-

than more showy qualities • esoeciJil t ^ ""'"^ "P"" "s

Cunningham, arfivll at ^iZtl^t" '^^ "*' "^^ ^-

Ma^rwhe:titt;:r':'i:n:»<' r^- ^»-.
"You must ask some on. "l-

^'"' °"'''=''<"'°» ?"

Archibald, with a laugh.
"" '""" ""* "'" '^f''^ Sir

;
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r

{( Not so," said the countess ; " I can answer for a portion of
my sex. A married woman's years of discretion begin when
she feels herself dependent on her husband. But to return to
the point—Do you visit at the Craiglands family P"

" We call sometimes, and the ladies occasionally come here,"
was the reply; " but the laird is such an exception to the world
in general, that there is no venturing to ask him to meet
strangers."

" How then shall I get introduced to him," said the eari,
" if you do not invite him ?"

" O, that can be easily managed!" cried Sir Archibald ; « if
you think fit, we can ride over to-morrow after sermon, and as
if incidentally call. Besides, I should like to be introduced to
Sir Andrew; I should like, indeed, at once to show the laird in
what degree of esteem and respect he is held by his friends. I
wish you had brought him with you here; and, of course, on
your account, I will at all hazards invite Craiglands."
"We urged Sir Andrew to come all that we could," rejoined

Lady Sandyford ;
" but he was firm and faithful to his own

resolution; apprehensive, if he came here, that his grandmother
might think he had lost his respect for her."

"You might have given a more romantic colouring to his
motive," said the eari, " and perhaps been quite as near the truth,
by saying, that perhaps he wished to take a peep at Miss Cun-
ningham, before she could have any reason to suspect the object
of his journey."

" At all events, my lord, it can do no harm," replied Lady
Margaret, « if the countess and I go with your lordship and
Sir Archibald to-morrow."

" I should like it of all things," said Lady Sandyford ;
" for

I intend to visit his grandmother. It is a tribute of respect
due to the genuine worth of one that contributed to form a
character of so much probity and feeling as Sir Andrew."

It was accordingly arranged, that instead of returning home
from their parish church after service, on the day following,
Sir Archibald and his lady, with their guests, should drive over
before dinner to Stoneyholm ; and in the fulfilment of this in-
tention, they reached the Craiglands gate just as the laird had
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both Mizy and her Cher -l/jT"• "' '=™»«q'«'>"=«. «»

for the diLer would 1^ ,n M^ *?'
""" ^" "»* """«"'«'.

visiters of suehTdit^S "' 'T ""' f™""" "> ''"»'^

« to what theyshS^Z^r;*'-"^™--"'-.
necessary that the hurt should atofd st A^hZd »d f'Stranger: and no ]p« on «„ n/r- »>r.

-n^'CniDaid and the

Mary^should ^ rthT'MrV"^'^
"'^"«'' ''"" ">' "-"

speedily obviatrf by mI,! ^^h p^lr,T"V*'' ^'""^'''

firmly, that she wouTd^„S* rX'tt'J"''.^^ ^^"«
father went to the visiter! ^ , \ '^'"'° ^^ «""' «"»

W^. had been '^'S^^'^.Z^^^^^^ '^ '"«'' oar-

wr a- this ce-inoli, an"'"^-"'''"'
"«« » »™ «™ "'t

the'dltLTc^r.T^SIf,„'J.7 °?^ r-' "»«-« '» «'

oMr-L"•S^r----":X.the
1 suspect much more than he ffetf ,.r«!ii» <•

But prophets are never respecLl in^l •
'"" ™™? •'^

Sir Andrew is as like ,in Silf^^
""^ "''» """""T; «n<l

old title a, by his „ew one " 1"^?° "" '?' ** '^"''» "' *•? his

said PW-have ylT^ottirSeT^ *" """ '"^

K^ffL^fC:-^.-^^ - - -es Of

wartfhitZt'^u^hTtLtHtl.r ''""'" ^'•^ -' -
famiUarity, that it told him even C^^ . ^T""" "' *''''' «"
longer felt that disD«itv i„ 7^

C^glands' daughter then no
thought w„uMj:Sp-t.:*'°"' "'''' "^ ->-
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CHAPTER XCII.

PREtlJUWAHIES.

laird and Miss MLTatl.^ ^V"""^ peculiarities of the

With much apparent straX ^., ?
.^"""J'-gly be enquired,

liis lady, which we hSTI,
^'
/ ^

'"'=""*' "^ Craiglands and

VoUair^'and titlSnrof Pr'S ^T^f'T *." ^'•™'' "'

.

the other room The "'w iL""" ^'f
"'^ ^'-''-o'her in

' and we could 4o nae Cs ha^'i h
'"'°'^'

'' "^' '" -J"'

"But what ha. becTme o7m-
'!?.'°'"""'™"°""'=^-"

Lady Margaret. "I 2/. '
Cunningham?" enquired

opportunity of makiL he^l ^° ^'^^^ '» l"*™ ^L an

"She's ten thetoufe witr?"T
"^ """ ^'^-' S^dvfonl."

replied Miss Mi.y
'"' b^onetand his grandmother,"

JmyTeddy!"''''
"" '''"'• "^"^ """^ "^W "er to come hut to

"mat for „„" c ,
,^'"""'^""="'^«l'es."

nicketij'w" h:,iL'"2.::s r •" ^•^'^ °» -<"> <«-

of any thing toward hfmthM m T. k"'''"''
'° "''' *' """^^

of due consUeration for hirh- T*. *" """*"''^ '"*» » "ant
talents."

*" "«'' "'""•'«'«"• ""d extraordinary

The laird did not ve^ well understand this, nor what answer
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CHAPTER XCII.—PEEUMmAEl£8.

to make to the earl
; but he was relieved from >,?- i,

^^

ment by Sir Archibald, saying " It rfo.,'.!.
^^^™'-

paid our respects to the bar^L, ad 1"^*" t
''"

Auchinward to-morrow, where perhans rlJ ^
"^'"^ *^

us the favour to accompany hTm"'^''
Cra.gl.nds, you wiU do

MiSXdXi: ^: fop;tt^r
^^^^ '--'' ^^ ^^««

would, with Miss clZJ? u ?' """ "" «''K»S«i. Md

pleaded to find our hero e^iL ' .
""^ "'°' """S'"'''

hitnsein and seededXrf^llr' ™ "'' ^"^^^ -'*

"for!^,T"
'"""' ""' "' "'"•• Sir Archibald," said hefor It, „„ vera oonvenient to me just at this juncture " ^

adXt;h?C:!s%"'t c:
";^r^ •>-^«™' »"'

will be unnecessary^™A Cunningham caunot come, it

-^J^^^^tZ^:^;^^-" as the

our hllnan'™"" v" ^T ''"' """^ "-> "-"i-ted by

not, hrever/p'p^leirt"" ."^ "," '''™"'""» '«"''™
with considerTbT'SeHtfrerft S ' "•' '""^^ "' «"'• "-^

"My brother wiU se^ how hi i^ ^ '
''"'""^ ®'^ ^"'''"^''.

good, he-Il maybe come w^huT^
""'"' """ '^ «"= -"*« s

easily; for Lady ul^,SoZro n1 ry^C'tS?

not w:nttratw:rt'l:"^ r-'if
"'•"'°""'^«'- '"'^ "-

sirAndrew:iaThZM,i^':':r,Ltriht'''*'"''^
be settled at once " ^^ '*^ """"*« ^'""•M

^._^Wdy! Martha Docken a leddyl" thought C™igla„ds to

;;Leddy! Martha Docken a leddy!" thought Miss M,v„ .,„
-ut cue current, into which their wandering though C^'
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running, was stopped by Sir Archibald asking the earl, if his

dis^^b'h- hT
*^'"*^'°™ "^*' ^^« ^"^"^ *h« b--et todisturb him while at dinner, for otherwise the object of theirdrive to Stoneyholm would be frustrated. This reminded Lord

Sandyford that they had drawn the laird and Miss Mizy fromthe table, and with his most gracious and conciUatory manner,he expressed his regret to have been the cause of disturbing
them. He then turned to Sir Archibald, and with the best look

mv fZ7^-T"/^
'^'' ^' "'"^^ ^^"™^' ^' ^d-^' "Althoughmy friend Sir Andrew, is one of the best-humoured men Uving

yet, considering the distinction and deference to which he is
accustomed, I should ahnost hesitate to take so great a liberty

will take the trouble, merely in an incidental manner, to le

atirr. ^f^ ^r'^'^'^
'' '"^ '^' h-««- He will come

at once, I know, to see her ladyship."
It was with some difficulty that the countess and Lady Mar-^ret could preserve their gravity, at seeing the vacant astonish-men with which the laird and his sister exchanged looks onhearing Martha Docken's grandson spoken of by^an a 1 withsuch consideration.

^ "

Miss Mizy, however, without saying a word, rose, and goinginto the dining-room, told the baronet, with a degree of diffi!dence, which even old Martha herself observed, thit Lord 2L^y Sandyford were in the drawing-room, with Sir Archibald

^ce^ to'ht"^"'
'''''' "'° ""^ '^^^^'^"^ «^ ^-"^ -^-

Our hero, who was amused by the change in Miss Mizv's
deportment, instantly rose, and joined the party in the drawing,room, from which he returned in the course of a few Xutesand said to Mary, "Miss Cunningham, you must Jantm afevour The Countess of Sandyford wishes to be in^oducSl toyou; allow me to lead you to her leddyship »

Mary rose instinctively, and Sir Andrew, in the moment, for-getting that he had as far as possible resumed his rustic manners,led her away by the hand, to the utter amazement of his gi^ndmo her whde Miss Mizy foUowed, leaving the old wom^Tne.Uer surpnse, however, was nothing to that of the laird, when he
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ptrrJ:or:s; rr'r "^?--^^ -

her condition, and I wo^Id LZ^f^ ^^^.tZon''"'
"'

way; but of the honour, Leddy MaJ-t l.T .
°™

sensible." ' "largaret, I am very deeply

It was then arranged that Lord Sandyford's P.r.!. .. ,.be sent over next Anv tr. Sf™ i, ,
"y™™s carnage shond

Cn^giands fa^, an^d1^^;!!;^^^ 'I
rr.rntresr^,':---!-^^^^
fered. "Not yet" said hp «t?- '

''"* S"" Andrew inter-

pareheri„3or'd4ttth^ir„r;:'^t;;!-»"><'P-
saying these words, he handed her ladyshb to ?h! •

"^ "

-~3i^^g.n^tuirs;;^.„^-

noorTferr^^r:srth:t.''JT ''-' "^^
as circumstantially as possible hrl-r.^ ^^ answering,

London, and seemLln'Ztde^T^tZ'^^T "^T'"'but there was a visible restrain?™ >l
^'""P™ ""^ good-wiUj

seemed to feel quite a ~Mi™ ^ jtt r*^'
'""' """"^

the considemion which her nobk vM frsTad r""!"" '

'"
her guests, she felt as a tacit reproof to h« own d

7" ""^^
Martha was evidently out of her elemlf

, VnrM^TJi
°'''

ham was sometimes absent and thouirhtfnl 1 7^- ^''?"'"8-

own mind what was to be the issu7oftl 1' ° T^ '" ""
wl>ich the return of WheeUe selmed tl «cite!

"'^' ""'""'

8.

2c
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CHAPTER XCIII.

CRIPPIE JANBT.

In the twilight Andrew walked home with his grandmother
to her cottage where he had invited the masterto" 1
lage, he old woman, reverting to the occurrences of the dayexhorted him no to be lifted up, but to be of a lowly heart, andto walk soberly, and keep a steady hand, that he might be able
to carry the cup which the Lord had filled to overflowinir I

never expected to live to see the day when I should sit Lnwith you at Craiglands' table, and be treated on a footing with
the family." But the baronet's mind was intent on other thi^^,

left nrtteltL^:^"^
^"^"'^^"^™ ''-" ^'^"^ -^

As they approached the door of her humble dwelling, heobserved an old woman with a staff in her hand sitting on thelow dry stone wall which connected the cottage with its neigh-

and tatf l""" " ^:'^*' ^'"*°°"^' ^"' ^- «PP-^«1 --oldand tattered; nevertheless, it presented some of the relics ofb ter days. She wore a small black silk bonnet, embrowned
with the sunshine of many summers : her cloak, which hadonce been scarlet, was changed into a dingy crimson, tatteredand patched m several places, and her check apron, neat from
the fold, was ragged, and old, and very mean.
When our hero and old Martha drew near, the modest beggar

turned aside her face, as if ashamed that Sir Andrew shS
recognize her, while the place she had chosen showed that shewas there patiently waiting his return home.

mUZ ""*"
k
^' ^Z '^P^"^^' ^'^ ^^'^^*' A^d^-'" said

Martha, on observing her, " for auld lang syne
; poor body, she'snoo greatly fail't In her needcessity she was obligated to seUher wheel

;
indeed it was nae langer of ony use to her, for shehad^t an income in the right arm, and couldna spin."

Who is t ? '' said the baronet, roused from his reverie by the
observations of his grandmother.
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rhln'^'p'"^?' ^r'' ^' ^'"- ^« y« "« "^ind how you andCharlie Pierston keepit a stand wP h«^ of vi . .
^^^ »"«

Mony . blithe „i«ht'y„„ a:d hJlX ^^^^"-^^^^^^^
was aye kind to a' the laddies " ^ **" '''*

hut.ra7:;:t\w:::;-f^:— ^^^^^^
instead of giving her a sivnpnno ^

beggary
; but

her kiodlyV thet„d:Tra'L7r?
Jat:'

-' ''"""'

the Lord to takeTe' t? hits^ w^^ t' " """''' "'"' P'««'=>1

good hereafter, to held trdt/? "k™ ''!' "'"• «>' "^
body,, but I couldna hefp it^^ld^T^!"

«'™-/'- "ny

soon made my bit beild toom o' pleS
""'' "°

"f"fT,'™'.

gone, what could I do for I ~>„ij -.u
^' ^ """^ » "««

11 -n. J T „ '
""""'• "either work nor w«nt P"

the clachan thatdfy ^ZLT"" "".'' ""^^ ''™'' ^«' '"

.0 keep up an appelS^nl' t^mZttlf Z """ ""'«'

But, Janet, Andrew will do somLt- *7 ^ """ ^'"»' "> ^oor.

sv it's in hU poCrTl hoTh m"^ 7f"' "'"' ^^ l"!*^ '»

"Noo that nie ^t thThe»
""

'f"''
"' ** inclination."

^or old oreatu^'t^Cun; r^«tt^tr" •
""^^"^ '"^

a' as kind to me as thev eJ »ff„ j V ,
' ° "^ghbours are

will no leave n-erJ^rbedrW 'thJ ^ '"'^! """ "» ^°"i
that I fear."

^ bednd-that s noo a' in this world

4'i^nit;rtl'j;:,;^r"""
•'^"' -"-^^-Vhe'llsend

"Ay, so I thought ance." said .!«,,.* «i-_.i ,
'

"^» «"" so 1 would fain

wrr^'^mi ' m'i imt^i.
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hope still, for he has been gracious to me even in be; ^r. ^-

they say has spoused his fortune and goVe to Indv^ it

the fa,, fo, y„„ „„d hi„_ ,^^.^ ^^ and ktdep Jd
orrsr.xr^hVpTaeV."'""' ^- -^ -- -» ^-^

M^^.st sVe- uXfr -5?^' --"»
of fterston, u was possible that Ma^ Cunningham might h^ehenshed some early affection for him; and he was J he pi!of tu^ng away, in the absence of the moment product bHh'remark of the old woman, when his grandmo.her'^atn Itdrf

miexysaia, -^o, my auld copartner maunna receivp Qin

wi-or;Sdyrrh:ff:ie^r:,r nfrd""
*"
^-t'

ta it h» T""7 "O"'™' '» J" &>• rae, ni tak- in thankfnIneT

0^ b 17'!:. ,

'' ^"^
'r'""" ""^ "'* '"e hnmil a«™

howeTteht l"
''"''"• '" "' "'"•

^ '"'"" f"!- hope,
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The baronet was deeply affected by the lowliness of this burstof affliction, and the honest sense of pride that it breathed
Martha again assured the mendicant that she would be taken

to do the needful, there's mony kindly neighbours, Janet, tha
respect you

;
and we a' think that what has been your case maybe cur ain, so ye shouldna be just so cast down, but come awayand tak' a bit of our supper."

^

nlIf'''^'/^^^.^*'"/'P"'^
•^""'*' ^'^^"^ ^'' eyes-" no thenight

:
and rising from the wall on which she had been resting

frtnTw tT \T°™^' ^^"^^ ^^« i» a <'ifferent directionfrom that of Martha's cottage.

Our hero then gave her what silver he had about him, saying,
" Tak that, Janet, for erles of something better ; and be ure andcome to grannie's in the morning."

in
"F^^^j^^^^^PPyf^^^^^^ not spck, but grasped his ha.ds

in both hers, and watered them with the tears of her gratitude.

CHAPTER XCIV.

THE FIRESIDE.

In the mean time the Craiglands family were discussing the
events of the day; and the laird was not the least dogmatical of
the group although, perhaps, not the wisest. « I dinna under-
stand, said he, " a' this wark about Martha Docken's oye. That
English lord and his leddy mak' him joke-fellow wi' themselves;
but the Englishers, as it is weel known, are no overladen with
discretion-that s a certain fact. But how Andrew came to the
degree of a bauronet, is a thing I would fain hear the rights o'
Howsever, Tm thinking that your banronets noo-a-days are but
as a body would say, the scum that's cast uppermost in times o'war and trouble."

'Ay, but, brother," said Miss Mizy, " Sir Andrew's a great
an« neaxtiiy man, and a member of parliament; and ye hae

''^saBK ^KaKcwwafflTw-
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of"lhr.!S7.'",'' r/"""?,"™
<"> « fooling with the Duche«

"But you forget, sir," interposed Mary, '• that Lady Manraret8si,ter-m-Iawt„ her grace; and when she gave iS7o
Itll 'S f"

"" ""'y ""'"'' •" "-at she w^a My ^?

" Ye wouldna surely hae hod Leddy Manraret " mtH tl,« i.- i

" to spealc ill of her ain liith and kin."
' ' '*'"''

"But Sir Andrew," resumed Miss Mizy, "has made a matfortune, and has bought the estate of WyUe "

that"
'' ''"'' ''°"' ^" '"'""••'P'"' 'he hird. " I would like to ken

"I should think," said Mary diffldently, "that he must be aman of merit and ability; for you know, si;, that he Ld bm hisown^conduet for his patron, and he ha» acquired both rith^ a^d

.. r ^1' ^"^ ^'^ ^^ ""I"''* "•«"'"' ""''1 'he laird sharnlv

bat!;?
'' 7^ "T'^ "'^^ ""-^ honourl-the roadisoT™ba.th to gentle and semple. But, thanks be and praise Zdemocraws are no just able yet to mak' themselves"Vo"

"It is not laely that Sir Andrew is a democrat ; neither his

^;:^z^:j^'^ - ' "- »-> ""»'^-"'^
•' Wl,a made you ajudge?" exclaimed the laird.

"I onf;,M'nk"!!!!."''''''"'^'""" " .*'"""'"•"™ "» ""''^n

staff, that trade and traiBc are to be the ruin o" this country I„a few y«.rs, it's my opinion, they'll no be sic a thing as a l.fe"man. There's that poor mean-spirited body Monksreen wh«

fanner, and wha cut down the fine auld trees o' his grandfaX^sPlantmg, and set up his sons as GK.-v merchantf-What has
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he made o t? His auld son, Robin, they say, stands behint a
counter giemg out wabs to tambourers. Willy, the second, is
awa' wi' a pack among the niggers to the West Indies ; and his
only dochter, she's drawn up wi' a manufacturer, which in broad
Scotch means just a weaver. In another generation, a' that
we'll hear o' the auld respectit family of Monkgreen, will be
somethmg about a sowan-cog or a sugar-hoggit. I wouldna be
surprised to see a decking o' blackent weans coming hame frae
Jamaica, crying Massa granpa' to Monkgreen, yet, before he
oied. It s a judgment he weel deserves."

" I am surprised, my dear father, that you entertain such pre-
judices against those who rise in the world by their talents and
merits. The founders of all families must have sprung oriei-
nally from the people," said Mary, with a persuasive accent.

UK :?^ ,^"^' "^ dear-that's very true," replied the laird

;

but there s some difference between a family come of the sword
and ane o' the shuttle."

'

"Ay, brother
;
but Sir Andrew Wylie's no frae the loom, but

the law," said Miss Mizy.

That's ten times waur," cried the laird. " Every body kens
that lawyer is just another name for cheater. Wasna I obligated
to pay James Gottera seventeen pounds odd shillings for outlay
and the price of the cow that happened to die, by me accident-'
ally poking my stick in her e'e when she was riving down the
hedge? Was there ever such injustice heard o'?—and that
came o' the law."

"I doubt, sir," said Mary, "that with these sentiments you
and the baronet are not likely to become very intimate."

" Bauronet
!
bauronet I What gars the lassie aye ca^t up that

bauronet to me ? I dinna like to hear sic havers. Bauronet I

Set him up and sbuve him forward. Martha Docken's ove a
bauronet I

"

^

The conversation continued in this strain for some time, till
Miss Mizy again reminded her brother that Sir Andrew had
bought the Wylie estate. " Thej .ay," said she, " that he paid
mair than thirty thousand pounds for't."

"Barrow't money! barrow't money!" exclaimed the laird
" What's to hinder folk fr?»'> i^--

'

^1*00 HilTrirt/w rkct^n^^e^ .»t^1- 1 *j. Ill « A
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':H

I

, . .."i'"'
"1^ •'»"'"<='" Mary was proceeding to say, when!»; father interrupted her peevishly

'
»ay, wnen

inJ/'TrtT" '

™' ''°'' "^''^ ''^""'' «* «"" baronet-ing? Takhimtoyouandhisbauronetcy"

he
s
a sens.be man, and ye saw how he was deferred to iv the

L"ht." '' ^"^ ""^ '''^'"""«"' -<• I-^'-'y Margait:

"They iiae their ain ends for that," retorted the laird.
Ends

!
What ends ?" cried Miss Mizy raising her voiceEnds here or ends there," replied the laird dLedly ''it'stnne to end this eUshmacIaver. I want to hear nae ^irVt soinna fash me" And with that !,e leant his head aside on Useasy-chair, and seemingly fell asl&.„

""

"I wonder," said Mary in a suppressed voice to her aunt

' ArdrewT
""'^^"" "''"" ""=" »«P''"'y "g"-' Sir

"It's no so muclcle against him, as it's against the new-madegentry m general," said Miss Mizy.

thl^'r "r '.'^f
"S." said the lairi, hv way of admonishing

*
ha °e ^eeTthT "'

^t"' '

''°'' "^"'"^ '•™-"'- "« '"'M
sister ^sTinf'"^ "r"""

"' ^"^ •"^'^""^'"^ ""»»'
•
»->

the mateh;'
" P™'"'"' *" ^""'™ "" "''J^" '»

"Me !

" exclaimed the elderly maiden. " Proposals to me ! "
Mary laughed, and said, " Hew do you imagine, sir, that hehas any such intention?"

hermrth'ai; ti"
:

'

""
'- "" -^™ -- --"^ ->*

en;:r';tl'a;?"^
^'"^ '^"^' ">'<"' "^ ^'» » ""-'^"y

"Then what the deevil raak's you sae hyte about the fallow ?

"

cned the laird "But well see what's to happen. A' I can

7/' .
,"," "^•"^V

/" ''"'"^' ''''"•• y« hae nae time to spare."And chuckhng with del-ght at this brilliant sally, the laird rose,and lifting one of the candle, left the ladies for some time to
discuss the subject by themselves.
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CHAPTER XCV.

A SERVING LASS.

The maid-servant who looked into the dining-room to tell
Miss Cunningham of Lord and Lady Sandyford, was no ordi-
nary character in her walk of life. Except once, to see the
draught race on the Saturday of Marymas Fair at Irvine, she
had never been out of the jurisdiction of the parish of Stoney-
holm. In her appearance she was, even for her condition
uncommonly rustic

; but random gleams of shrewdness and
inteUigence occasionally showed that she was not altogether the
simpleton which her acquaintance in general thought. Her
father was the parish beadle, or betheral, as that dignitary is
called in Scotland, and, in addition to the wonted duties of his
office, followed as a profession the calling of a weaver.
While she was a little girl running about the doors, Mr Tan-

nyhill happened to be pleased with some whimsical trait in her
playfulness, and took her under his own particular care, teach-
ing her not only aU the little that he commonly taught the other
children

;
but finding her apt, and possessed of a taste for read-

ing, he instructed her in the Latin language, and in time pro-
duced what he considered a most accomplished classical scholar
Bell Lampit, however, acquired no blue-stocking airs : she grew
up to womanhood unconscious of any superior attainments, and
was not otherwise distinguished from her companions, than by
being perhaps a little less attentive to dress.

About the age of eighteen, she was hired into the Craiglands'
family as an under-housemaid

; and she might, at the period of
which we are now speaking, be described as a queer-looking
girl, with ragged locks, long red legs, a short jupe, and a merry
eye. In the capacity, however, of a servant, the advantages of
the education which the master had conferred, were soon mani-
fested in various ways. Instead of singing melodious ditties,
like her companions, to cheer the tasks of household drudgery,
Bell commonly repeated aloud to herself the choicest passages
of the English and classic poets; and it was not uncommon to
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hear her, in bottling small beer, joyously recite as ^ha f,,^ a
the cock, some social verse from''Anacin t%Torlee Sneforenoon, a short time before Sir Andrew's rJu^ u
happened to call at The Place, and .^Zl:^^^^^^^^
stay dmner, we hear^ her, as she picked a fowl tha' was puf to

folfll ?K
^^ *^' ^'^^°" *° *^»« ^ord. She tore thefeathers with appropriate unison to the varied enthusiasm of fhpoetry

;
nor would it be easy to imagine a fit buro^^^^^^^^^^^

than the energy with which she flourished the hen by thTtoround her head, as she exclaimed, ^ ^
« And rouse him like a rattling peal of thunder I"

But for aU this, her merits as a housemaid were not of a hiffh
order; on the contrary, when we expressed our admiration ofher accomphshments to Miss Mizy, that th "fty lady declaredshe was "a glaikit and neglectfu' tawpy, that coi^dna be trt:;^d
to soop the house, if a book or a ballad was left in her way "
Among other endowments, Bell enjoyed from nature an irre-

sistible propensity to communicate to others some account ofwhatever she heard or saw. Lord and Lady Sandyford's .isit,with the consideration in which it was understood they treated

nZ 1r' T ^r
^"^''^^"^ ^° '^' ^iU-ge. as soon as she

obtained Miss Mizy's permission to go out, on the wonted pre!
text of every maid-servant's Sunday evening excursions, both intowr and country, that is, to see her parents. And about thetime that our hero and his grandmother were conversing with
cripple Janet, she was expatiating with all the elocution of her

rh?orhl?.r.TT.'''T^^'^'
'^ '^' ^"^S^^' «" *he eventswhich had that day taken place at the Craiglands

The result of her narrative did credit to the sagacity of her
auditors, for they came to the unanimous conclusion, that SirAndrew and Miss Mary would be speedily married, as they wereno doubt betrothed to each other from the time that the younJ
lady, with her aunt, had visited London. This idea was, in part
suggested by some observations which the erudite Bell had made'
while assisting Robin Taigle to serve the table during dinner!

_.. „ „„^, ,,, ^„ ,„, „j.^ „^jj suggestion, it yet, never-
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CHAPTER XCV.—A SEHVING LASS. 41 y

theless, operated upon her with the force of a new impetus andshe could no more refrain from indulging herself inTni-K^
of being the first to tell the news to hi liwfr^"an 's tha'tthe other case she could withstand her pronensifv fn JnV i.

parents and the neighbours, of eve^ dLTmirZt'Z 1^^
seen or guessed respecting the visit of the EngUsh lord and Wb

It happened, however, that Bell, in her eagerness to be deliveredof the t,dings with which her fancy was so big, rushingbSinto the servants' hall, did not observe thatmL Mizy w
"

inspectmg a closet with a candle.
^

"O, what will I tell you a'!" was her exclamation. "SirAndrews come down from London to be married to our l^s"

"What's t'ou saying. Bell," cried Miss Mizy, starting fromthe doset, and blowing out the candle as she sefittwnL ^^

" 'Deed, mistress, it's a' the clatter of the town. What a' savmaun be true," was the reply.
^^^

With whatever sensations Miss Mizy received this informa-
tion she said nothing to the servants, but went immedraVe^L

hair wnrr m"'
''' '"^'™ sitting asleep in his ea'sy!

seiTonl
"^ ^"^ ''"^^"^ '^°^^ *" ^^^ ^°^ «f Blai?«

« Mary, what do ye think that haverel jillet. Bell Lampit, has

wWspen
^^ ''^^ ^'' ^''^ ^" ^ '''' °f ^^^^^S

Mary shut the book, and the laird turned his head to theother side of the easy-chair, as if in his slumber he sought thesound which had lulled him asleep.
^

"How should I know?" replied the young lady, somewhat
surprised at the spirits into which the news seem^l to have
raised her aunt.

MJ^m'^ T/'''\'' \' °''''^'^*" Sir Andrew!" exclaimed
Miss Mizy, lifting her hands in token of the admiration withwhich she enjoyed the intelligence, and the triumph which it
eavc xiCT oyer ner niece, who had so often slighted her prognos-
tications with respect to his grandeur and greatness.



412
SIR ANDREW WYLIE.

in

Mary laughed, and said, "I should not wondpr if ;, .

liftt "^ '"'\''' '^-'^' -^o'-^Trl':2

But her mirth was not so deep as her hf>arf «r.A i.

P^rienced the i„fl„.„oe of a .t^ng! pres^d^r'thrilt tht:,;aU Its pulses, in connexion with a sudden rn,l, l„,„ i, / ^
Ofp^inoident associated in her .eX" S ^i;^ t"S
"I wonder what your father will say till't " cnVd Mi.o tvt-

and .e „.. ™u„d towards the easj-ehj;. rC^t^o^

" Possible !" exclaimed Miss Mizy ; « mv lass v. ™ u
thankfu- if ye'U get the offer-to be'L l2 f tLa^^^nT^

"I am astonished to hear von snpot c^ r i-^i

thing," replied Miss Cunntgham-1 t" 'i^'"'^
"'/"* "

if the creature WheeUe were toTffer theret T™'*^
""*

world would be more disposed tf^;*;;
off" withV^*!answer than yourself."

"'"' * '"""rt

"It's my fear hell no try," was the tartish answer of the oMlady; 'so ye needna, Mary Cunningham, gieyouZl' ,1 »and ca- the grapes, sour that ye caLa ^Sh-like the r~Esop's fable-So I will tell your father for ifA.V u'
'"

proper to prepare him for the no ^s"
*"" "^* ^"^

Mary made no answer, but risina- ahnmti,, .„jj

"*
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CHAPTER XCVI.

A DEBATE.

tuZT' 1 '"k
'^"

^t^'
™^^^"^ ^'' 'y^ ^ Miss Mizy dis.turbed his slumber, "what for will ye no let a body sleep? Ye

"I wonder how ye can think o' dozing at that gait- it'senough to turn your brains to oil," repliel his sis en "g*,
there's great news in the town."

possible
^'^^^^'°^'' '""^^"S- ^"°^«^^f i»to as much Hfe as

"anflTr'^'"^!^','"'''
^^*^^^^«Jinar," replied Miss Mizy,and what I m no thmking ye'U be so well pleased to hear."

tarff^Z ?"r ^'"r^*^"'
^'" ^^^'^^^^ °^ ^» pleased?" re-

torted the laird peevishly. « It's an unco thing that ye maun ayebe argol-bargohng wi' me in that gait. I can get nae rest foryou by night or by day."
^

SI ^'VJ ™^'" ^° ^ *°"" ^"^*^ ^^ «ha^P'™ Miss Mizy'sanswer
;
« and every body kens that, that kens you."

^

Every body kens, Miss Mizy, that thou's a cankery crea-
ture, and that had thou no been .ae, I might hae been quit o'thee lang syne

;
but nae fool cast up that would be fashed wi'

^p!;/ . A T" "'' ''"' '^"* ^ ^^^^ ^'^^^''^^d' ril soon hae a
better steading for mysel'."

" Thae maun be great news, indeed," said the laird, with anaccent approaching to the tone of wonder. "And what aretney
." It maun be an ill wind to somebody that will blaw .icgood to the Craiglands."

^

"An ye wiU hae't, ye shall hae't," retorted the justly-offended
gentlewoman. « They say Sir Andrew and vour dooh^er'« -

'

married." ' -''-^-«^" »" «^
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((

«'l

Wha dares to say the like o' that ?
1 here noo

! ye see what I foretold'

cried the laird.

that I dinna believe ae word o't

"

' ^ °"'' '"^ ''•

butltl^'^
"'."° '" "" P^-T"'" ^»'<"l>Pr je believe it „r

as a clear houae ,^- th?" '"'ZTsZ'Z^T "" *« *»«-"
bability at a', and M^ n„"„' u" * """« "^ ""y »»•' o' pro-

her father's ain Tai™ a ctro'lT "l"™*'''"
«'"'). " she's

opinion, that were Siri„d„lvl\^ "'«' "'» "-r
refuse hin,, „„t of thecontrie^Sh"t ""f"'^ '""^''

no say wha ^ ^ ®^® inherits frae~ril

.he'^S z:aT:;z iTrr -' °"^ '^^" -^^^
niece, who is baith aTrf»T f""

""* '" »""=» thy ain

thing; that neWulf"^: Tr.t''"^ "I
<:''«'-»' '-i/twa

come o'."
" ° """ ^"'^ *« house that ye're

matter comes to a .4l.wE^V" """"' ""' '' '"^

ta..i;^ij.ttrstrrttsVd'r^' -'^ "»'• »«
floor.

""^ *""'*'<'«. ''nocked sharply on the

"What do you want ?" inquired his sister

in/a'nStsrip^j^ioT;:?'''-^'-'^*'''--*-

stepZ ::;"' *'* '""^•" -'<• "-^
«-'""

'"t"l my dochter to

" '^'" '''' y™ ^'"" 'ri' !•« P" exclaimed Miss Mizy.
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" rm her father, and it's none of your business, for ye're buther aunty—mind that."
^

Robin having retired, in the course of about a minute after,

he Stat T' t ^

^^1?^'"^^'™ ""'"'^ °^^°^ ^' '"^^ foot ofthe stair. Hey, Miss Mary, come down and pacify the laird
for he's wud wi' Miss Mizy." ^ ^ ™'

"The de'il do me gude o' that tawpy!" exclaimed the oldgentleman; " I wonder how I hae been able to thole her sae
tong

;
she would have skreighed in the same fool fashion, an the

house had been fu o' strangers. Bell Lampit, ye limmer wha
taught you to speak in that disrespectfu' way o' me ?" '

Bell, on hearing herself named, opened the dining-room door
andlookingmfrombehindit,said,"What'sjourwAmaister?''

her 11' %r ' T^ '^' ^"^'^' ^"^ ^' «"°^ the staiF at

alLlf, T "'T
'"'''^™ ^ P^°^ "^^^ driven sodemented as I am by a wheen idiot women "

Miss Cunningham, on hearing herself summoned, immedi-
ately came down stairs, and the moment she entered the room,her father said, m a soothing and coaxing manner, "Mary, mJ
love this misleart aunty of yours has been garring me trow tha^yere a crossgmined ettercap like hersel', and in no ae thing
will do my bidding, an I were ne'er so urgent I"
«I trust and hope that it is not your disposition, sir," repUedMaiy,; to ask of me any thing so unreasonable as thal'lsS
"That's a leddy!" exclaimed the laird. "Noo, Mizy, whatdo j;ou say to that ? Is there ony contrarie spirit there ? "
But ye havena tried her ?" exclaimed the aunt, anticipating

an entire confirmation of her opinion. « See if she'll consent tomarry Sir Andrew Wylie ; try her wi' that, brother t^"

"I think,' said Mary, a little fervently, "it will be timeenough when Sir Andrew requests him."
"Vera right, Mary- a sensible observe," was the laird's

answer. "We'll gut uae fish till we get them; and I hope" ur
aunty wiU tak warning after this night, and no molest me wi'her sedition But noo that we hae come to a right understand-
ing, I would like to ken how the clash has risen ? "

Miss Cunningham herself had a little curiosity on the subject

K
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as weU a^ her father
;
for, although she considered daft Jan^I.

trepidation.
^

'
^^*^ * ^^^^y look of

night?" ^ ^' "^ "'•"''«''" f™" "-e clachaa the

Sir' a2:w m«:T„^M- ™r""^ i"
"P"'* » *» h™- ""out

M..;.The^!^:ir;:\---i:7-

Vox deevils !

" cried the lairH « tj * i. .

" Thflf <3!v. A 1 f ^"* ^^at do they sav ?"

while both Miss Mi., and Ma^S^.'"^
'""^ '"*"«"''""^'

was„ari'i;rthaT";i"rJ
'^"' """" ^»™ "-s'>«

"

wark. Ye thliSZ;^h but ir:
'"" """ ^»"

ae thing than another T h.L,ut~, " ^'""^ ""'•• f"'

and thel elawwt iVs^AV?" """ ''''"" ^' >""* ^o"

father, You have judged very properly, 3,-,. j, ;, ^^/^.^^^^

8.
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CHAPTEE Xcrn.~.A DREAM, '

^^j

She 3 a half-witted creature " n>r>li»a .k. i • j
his wonted composure " Sir a' ^ •

'"'^ '*"'"«' «»

decent man of hrsteLe."
"'^' ^ ""^ ""'"'»' « « ^-T

rejoif^'MisXr"" ""' ""'* " "^^ '^ *« I"^»'^"

.ha:x^:orsht:^':::,?f:^4«^.7-^^

TIT- \" P ™® "P **^6 Stair to mv room r,,^^ • i..

Sr'artrjzL'r ^» p™«4Tr':^d?rr£
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CHAPTER XCVII.

A DHKAM.

w.^hai^rco^rt^-ji-tirsr-^d-'-r'
cottage, he sat down and ruminltln the /.en sS'tSedftWe predominance of pleasure had „„,I„!,^ITf ^*^- ^

he had reached the t^Uel^^of foT i '

"'""^"«»'g'>

dark ravine between" d thfStweeTrfh'"''
"'

vcrance andnursuil H. h,A i,
"'\.'™ ""ject of his pcrse-

wherein his o™ I'siot h^ uT
'""''^"

'J''^
'"* "f""

impeded his ca^^or tauilf^ r'™' ""'' "" '"'^"^'« "-ad

,.. _. .7 ^'^' °' 'a^Kht him to apprehend th«t h. „!.v.™w,.en tne goal of his ambition. While he^heref^reacw'
2d

X
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ledged, that in all external circumstances he had been enabl-d
to surpass even his wishes, he could not disguise from himseh,
that there are aims in hfe of more difficult attainment than evennches and honours He felt that there was an immeasurable
ditference between the disinterested dictates of gratitude, andthe desires and sentiments which spring from passion. .4 the
affair of Lord and Lady Sandyford, he was free and decisive:

IT^ H^fflT
^^ the consummation of his own happiness, doubtand diffidence paralyzed his resolution. It seemed to him, that

in his own case, comparatively, nothing depended on himself,and every thing on the acquiescence of another's will and affec
lions*

^

" If," said he to himself, as he sat on the bedside, « Mary Cun-ningham has been a' this time thinking only on Charlie Pierston,
I wish I had kent it before he went to Indy, for I think it wouldhave been a pleasure to have helped them to happiness; and Ihad no need to be gripping and gathering in the way I havedone had It no been to make myself a stair to mount to an
equality with her. ' To make the crown a pound young Jamiegaed to sea '-But, after all, Robin Gray got Jenny. Weel Icanna help it. But ae thing I can ^o-I can prove that I wasnaunworthy of her love. Ill try the morn's morning to disTvehow her mmd lies, and if she prefers Charlie, TU write to him
to come hame, and I'U gie him the esta^ o' Wylie to mak a kirkand a mill o't wi' hen For 111 no fash myse/ony mSr J' twt
world's pelf and the blathrie o't.

'

J' a»r wi tnis

With this determination he began to undress, but in the courseof a few seconds he forgot himself, and again sat down, saying-

thinlfT^T '^.^'T^"?'''"^''
"° '^' °"^y^»^ that I might

think of-I wonder how it is that I have fancied her so longShe s neither so bonny nor so blithesome as fifty others I hae
seen; I have been just the fool of that calflove, bred o' the fifty
psalms and the headstane. I wouldna be surprised to hear shemade me the laughing-stock o' a' her acquaintance, for she was
just a deevil for making diversion o' me among them lang syne.-No: It canna be that she has ar notion o' Charlie-he I'm
sure, had nane o' her-that's a certain thing; for he was a wUd
ramplor lad, and would ne'er hae run sic ram races had he felt
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CHAPTER XCVIL^ADHEAM.
^jg

?hS-uT;:::f:'t'i??'T """• «""">-' »'^'«-
'ako a portion ofuISLan-Zr' "" "?' '" ''" ""'-

torn of this the better AnH^CC^ . 1
'"™°''

'
»"' "« ">e hot-

himself carelessly bio tl I .^ .
^' ''"''™'^' ""'' ""^-i"*?

floated through his 'to^:''''
'" "'™"'"°» "f his past liff

standing near him. He looked at Z Vi'"" ""^ "*"
-d feeble, and poin.ingwUh his ha "'to f

^^''>'P'''™^ P»"«

appeared the dist'ant vieLf1 oriental eity T h'V" """'I

: e' ofttr "'M
-"'''^' '^^ -«i to™3:

:^^.^^=^rrrs--f-t--
Ihe dommie, on being addressed bv tha u.^ / T'

his steps, and thev fell
^^T;

'^^"'^'^

^l
^^^ baronet, shortenedP ,

anu iney tell into conversation as thev walkprl tn

I
her respecting cripple Janet; the result of «hLtL,h°:

wnicn, said the master, "ve'll hp^npnt fx^o j V ^

_'Where away so fast?" said the baronet.
^

,..?[ /fP''"" *« »»«'«•. "I have had «-r™. n.w. a _„,„- tnat 1 Kent at the college, is come hame"f™m"s;mX'^
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pan; and I«,t n,gl,t when I loft you, I found a letter from himsent frae Irvine, bidding me to eome and ,ee him at ZcZ'key, Inn, there .hi, morning. We were great ^mp Jl'wTenadd.es, but I thought he was dead and gane n.onv a y^r an™day ago; he wa, a elever ehappie, and used ,o Jy, JZrbomade a fortune he would get me a Itirli
"

prelfhe
"'" '"'' "" '"'™''-"

^ ''''''» ^""' "«" y» were a

"Watty Ettle used to say I was a very gude ane- but T h.^nae freen's to help m„ forward, so whTt ™s he use j m^preaehing?" replied the innoceni dominie.
"^

Andrew, feehng something between pain and pleasure-neverbefore having heard or imagined that Mr Tannyhill^Z^anyd.g„.ty beyond those whieh he held in the pa^sh o/Z^;:!

"Ay," replied the master, "I was lie.nscd; but since Ipreaehed my first sermon in the Barony Kirk „• G asgow Ihave never had courage to mount another poopit • fo^I' I^as terribly fnVhtened that dayl when I ^Tout the flj

-maf^/?'n •?''•",""' *' '"^'''* •» himself audibly,

of J! H T ."'" ".""''' '""' ^^' ''»• " "«» 'he breakingof my bread and made me fain to seek the lowly bield of fpansh school where, for more than flve-and-tweL yea^ Ihave been delving sand and washing Ethiopians." repUed^hem.ld»d modest licentiate in the reproving Lenl of eC.!

hurt your feehng,
;
I was only glad t ^ hear that you are qualifiedto accept a pansh. I think if, no beyond my power to'geTv™

:;;ett'sefy:."'*'"
"'" """"• ""' ^"^" ^- ""-"r"

The gentle and ingenuous dominie could scarcely comnre-

a^ea tV"?"^,'".*"''"'""'
''"""'='"J« «» hlne^Sappear the simple boy he had known as WheeUe. But afterthey had separated, he began to reflect on aU that had nasS
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and by the time he reached the minister's carse of Irvine he hadformed a tolerably correct idea in what manner it mVht L ^^

CHAPTER XCVIII.

PRIDE.

sJ'.i'Vt"'''?!'
'"'"•" '"^ Craighnds, when he came downsta« to breakfast. > that if, „„ just what is proper in oTr

Z^ J^"^.'"
A-chinward on a vi..cation, \n a ba™w"[

EnghAers see that we hae coaehes of our ain as cude !!

or'th' "f";'" '^'"" '""'''' "> P»' W' horsed if ord

ooe^iLT''
"" '" ""^ '"""•' '"' " -^--y - *« P--t

the dignity of the family to go in their own earriage • for a!she very sapiently obse.ved, "although the lord and fte 'ad^

Miss Mizy perhaps in this judged of them by herself. RobinTaigle, however was ordered to get the equip'age ready inletime; so that, when Mary entered the room, shf was informedof the ehange made in the arrangement, and that SiraXwwould have the lord's carriage to himself

we"he™rd'"t liT fd' ivT' " "" """^ "^'^^ *^ "»--we heard last night, I do think we could not go with pronrielvto Auchinwani together. There is no need to countenancTtte
foolisn notion, which one cannot prevent foolish people frltaking into their heads." ^ ^
Whether any change had taken place during the night in theaird's reflection, or whether, in the debate^of the pr ced ng

„, — i._ _^n „^,^. a-ciuaicu. oy ms imbitual apprehen-
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ciTwh^r^f'''
-T"!!™^

'°° P'""«'^''y «* those con.ceras ^hicli he considered entirely hiu own, but which were not

Wn That" ,1 '" '•'?™°" """"""'y' "y "^ ™ 'i'^-t U ircer

re reshed and th^H
"•' «" his family prejudice, were a, ^iZretreshed, and that dunng breakfast he spoke in the most con-temptuons manner on the Microns idea of Kartha D^ken's

=j"j£r•*- •"- •"• -s.'si.t,
"It is," said she, « the roost extraordinary thing I ever knew

ansen Wheehe, for truly I can call him by no other name or

sTeUr'"'*"
'""«'"•"' »^ '-«- - «*—

"an°d

Jli^'.t"""
"""• ^''' *"^y' ^ho never ^ve np herbpin on to Imng mortal; and she added, 'Tm sure he is vo^requal m consequence ony day. Thir's no the days of »t „X

^ tZ" h':asT.f T^ "'^^'"-™'' Matyfyelata'^own that he was farther ben among the great than onv otherbody we met wi' in London. My solid julgment ira^7l ht"had a consideration o' the subject, that WTieelie, wiom by the

"He maybe a great man," replied Mary langhinelv "buthe IS certa-nly a wee bodie."
""Bu'iffiy, but

The laird, who was in the act of rapping an ees with a f..spoon, set both down, 'and throwing himself bacKs chl

"Howsever^" said the judicious Miss Mizy, "since we're no

shouldTet hfm r'^t"'''
""* "'' «'' ^"^--- !'">"«

"Certainly," replied Mary, "it would be e^cec -ngly rude to
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do Otherwise;' and the laird, declaring his abhorrence of all
rudeness, especiaUy if there was any chance of it coming to the
ears of the EngUshers, acquiesced. BeU Lampit was accord-
mgly called in to be instructed in the requisite particulars of a
mission to our hero.

"Ye'U gang," said Miss Mizy, "to Martha Docken's, and sle
our compliments to Sir Andrew."

"Ye'll do no sic things. Bell!" exclaimed the laird; "ye'U
take no compliments from me~That would be to gie the fallow
encouragement."

"Bell," interposed Miss Cunningham, «go to Sir Andrew
and say, that as my father finds himself well enough to dine at
Auchinward to-day, we shaU go with him in our own carriage;
so that It will be unnecessary for him to call here for us with
Lord Sandyford's."

"It's vera extraordinar," cried Miss Mizy, "that neither the
one nor the other of you will allow me to gie the lassie a right
instruction.-Bell, ye'll gang to Sir Andrew, and say that it's no
convenient for us to depend upon any other carriage than our own
for the retour at night, so we intend just to gang by oursel's."

" I'm sure," exclaimed the laird, « I see nae need for a' this
pro forma. Fm no for summering and wintering about the
matter."

Boll, being thus instructed, lost no time in proceeding to the
village.

In the course of the walk, she ruminated as most maiden
ministers do who are entrusted with messages—perhaps all
messengers, male and maiden, do the same; and the result of
her cogitations was, that the family had resolved to rejecjt Sir
Andrew's matrimonial proposals.

Under this impression, on reaching the cottage -door of old
Martha, she pulled the latch, and just looking in, as the baronet
was sitting at breakfast with his grandmother, said, « Sir Andrew,
ye maun find the road to Auchinward by yoursel', for there's nae
room for you in our chaise."

"What did ye say, lassie?" replied our hero, partly guessing,
but not exactly understanding, the purport of the message.
"Dinua heed the donsie creature,'* said Martha. "It's the
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aw« s%, but the master taught her Latin, and made her an

wa,s;;^s:rr^
"•—.—h:; thou

" I was saying naething, but only that our folk are a' o-«„n fnAuchinward on their high horses."
^^""^ '°

Andtw.
''''* ''^'''' ^''' *^'"^ °^°""* *^^°^?" --quired Sir

*|It's far frae my aught to say," replied Bell- «h„f T h.^

^je trouble in the busines. there. twa"shii^'^t^„;:

do:;f^^'th:;';:^ ^"tz'ziir -^f"" ^'--^^ ««
the Cottage as fast as her I.J'i m""""^'

^"^ '^^ ««• *»»
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CHAPTER XCIX.

RECOLtECTIOMS.

cottage. He l^eS^dltd T/^T"""' «""«' '"'» *e
a letter sealed Sw^rwhit'^; ^"^ "•<>»«>' i- h« hand

did not observe the emotionrMri-^r p""5^'"'' ""
mothersaid, " Whafs comeouerM dLv ir? .'f™''-ye get tliat letter?"

^ ^' ^"^'^ """^ wliardid

The affectionate dominie faltered as he reolied «T1, i. ^black news. I dinna Iten when I met wP l^F
^ """^ '"'*"'

letter's for Sir Andrew a^IdLrr ™\T ""'''• The
thi^in% it'll giehi:\;t/i?";i:™f """ ''"-^'

Ihe baronet's attention was roused by this and h. i-fl. j ...letter; but, before breaking the seal he to™!? ^^ **
master, and enouired hnw i,h j .

"* """"l *» 'he

" w;tty Etrb fughu i?sf,td ,:r '"'"
"'f

'"'""'^•

from London wi' the'teslmcT'rdeUvl te'^r "^ ""^
hands," said Mr TannyhiU y"" o™

mingled withle„™neoTh-T'' '"''""'' "' '»'»-'

.:t"or^'^^^'^^^^'^.
Pujln^tThfeht"eS:Z "S^.'^—

.

=e.lThl-;^^rngV"l ? ^ '- ---
Hand«mfre::r"ZtT,Lr^^^^^^^
.0 ™e c„arue is no more. The warm hearth k^^S^"^
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cold clay, and the'light spirit has departed on the wings of the
.
™o™ng to .hat place where there is no sepamtionjor tierdivision but the boundaries of light and love

'

Martha observing the impression which the news had producedon our hero, sa,d, " I dinna wonder, Andrew, that ye'« so,^for ye had many a happy day wi' ane anither, before yo,^young hearts had met wi' ony thing in the world to make"^^ken that a- thing in't is hard and rough, and ill to tholeT
^

Ifes, observed the master, taking up-the reflection «w.

irt^rr''
''"°'

"i".""'
''^^-'^ - "-AtCwCezlost them. I can sympathize wi' WheeUe," said the kind-hearted

choolmaster forgetting in the moment all the events Ztnterval which had passed since he had used the epithet^'for

wil -s t The" ,
^""""".r^Wue, and slide wi' on thewinters ice The coal was cauld on the hearth of baith ourpWents, and we were obligated in time to seek onr brerf inZworld. He gaed into Glasgow for his, and was yen&ed to awareroom; but still, about ance a year we metf and It Ika

our hearts. Belyve, when I had ta'en a turn fordivinitv andhad ga hered wi' the help o' friends, twa-three poulds To takme to the College, wc lived thegither; our means were sma'and when they were Uko to wear out I was often v i^^ bui

ZZl "1 "":?\°'' '«'" """^ W' "»•» >«' «» ~<1 our

baTfo ..

"' *; '"PP'""'^' "^ ^^ """«•«- «»" I »till look

hotbuh'wpTV' "'
T"'" "^ P-^^^" *'«=«- "' '» 'he

amWst !he ,„, S'"^''''
^"^''' """'""^ S"^" ""-1 "rightamidst the snaw. He^was a clever and a through-iraun lad

prT 1 ir "/'"''
T«"-'" *^ "'"'"' he was to hae a

C^t , ,.
'" ^'•* *""• 'hi-gs werena as he had hopedand his ettei^ to mc were ane after another more and more f^i

ne was dead. I kenna how it was, that at the time I didnaexperience such a sorrow as I should have felt, and I wa^ v^^when thought he was dead, and that I should haveTo m^naturahty-strangely, at times, fancifying as if he ccJd come
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tack; but in time other cares and concerns grew „„„„ „e andh.s .mage , Ice an epitaph that's overgrown by morwr'in amanner obhteratedtiUmanyyea^afterTwhenmee&gbrhance

bXiLart an1 ; T^^" '°''' "" *«' ^' ^'^ "f «

tLT'
Jamie Haddow dying „• despondency butlbrhj

-mo t,n,e, and in the same deed, he recommend^ „ hfc^a natural child, whom he had named Rodericlt Randnm P°

tt: uf'-
"
V

""'"^ '"'• ' '"•"' """i^" vX^':;-than by leaving him ten times more tlian aU I possess "
We shall not attempt to describe the feelings with which ourhero was affected

; but as soon as Mr Tannvhill M,JT "

whde If P ."
^•'""'^ " '"^'^^' •'y ^hich he assiCd thewhole of Pierston's property to the boy, the one-half of ,h!amount it might realize to be paid when he reachli 1 ,

.wenty-one
,
a fourth on his attaining that o7 thirty anTtheremainder when he reached thirty.flve "For"Sir .

in the letter to his partner " if th.Th. . , . '""™"'
of the father of him';t"lU th/bridTe."'""

"'"'' '"^ ""''""

In the performance of this generous dntv ha «,,• j
relief from the effects of the sh'ock he had li^lfd T.dispatching a boy with the letter to the nost-offlnp iri^-r • •

he strolled into the fields with uiingirflt^' f^^g^S
f^lT^^fr'"^ *e effect which the tidi^ngs ofX.l"'-^.^ „o.ia nave „„ Mary Cunningham. Numberlessob^c^
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a^ he sauntered along, reminded him of his deceased friend, and
hesu„„yhoursoftheirchildhood. Heedless of his course and

lost m reverie he wa ked as it were involuntarily towards a turn

so en'tirT
.'•' "'^" ?^^ '''' ^'^ ^^°^^"^' ^^^°«t which,

stumbled
;
and being roused by the accident, he saw that it was

the l^t of three elms, under the shadow of which he had often
played, both with Willie Cunningham and Pierston. He looked
at It for a moment; and the rush of recollections and of feeUngs
which the sight called forth, suffused his heart and his eyes at themoment with tenderness and sorrow.

CHAPTER C.

THE GKIEP OP DISTANT RELATIONS.

T^r""'-.?!-""".,""" ^" ^"''»''™ «» *e road fromLondon w,th his noble friends, as they travelled leisurelv th!ne«s of Pie..on-s death, and the n,a„L in wWeh hTst^
*

Scotland. H.S mother being dead several years before one If
his aunts. Miss Pessv Picken » n,«!^«„ i j T .?'
«.„»i, 1. ,,.,, *^^ '""""'''" ™y who resided in theStockweU of Glasg^>w, was his nearest kin ; and although on thematernal side, she was, notwithstanding, iinnly pe,^^eS .hj

heir M.SS Peggy was not in very alHuent eireumstaneef, andtwenty housand pounds would have been to her an ag^lbleaequ,s,fon
;
mdeed, for that matter, we should oursdves We noobjection, not even m the payment of that most hard tax theW-duty, to receive a bequest to only half the amountl^ a^time Having been educated at the same seminary with t^ecim-Uy accomplished Miss Mizy, they had for mo,7thIn fortyears kept up an occasional correspondence. During the fiS

fifteen of the period, their letters had been flavou,^ with ma^y
pleasing anticipations, and amiable strictures on eertdnLnZ
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men who, one after another, were deluded away from the circlesIt haunts, by cunning and artificial women, who cZwthem to become their husbands

j so that the two interS
pmsters had been most unaccountably left to spend the rdZm smgle blessclness. Miss Peggy kken h^ been n Ipractice of occasionally visiting her old friend at the CraigLdsbut after M.ss Mary returned from Edinburgh she wa.fSno more; the young lady having strangely fancied that mZPeggy was making a despairing dead set on her fathet-a mostextraordinay thing i„ a person come to so many years olZcretion-and she alarmed her aunt for the consequences. Stillhowever. Miss Miey now and then wrote to her when sh

required any article of dress from Glasgow, commissions whichMm Peggy was always exceedingly delighted to execute; and,on her part, she had sometimes occasion to thank Miss Miz^
for little remunerative presents for agency in the shape ofpoultry, kits of butter, and Dunlop cheese.

^
At the juncture of which we are now speaking, Miss Pegevhaving occasion to write her old companion, mentioned thedl&of Pierston, and bitterly complained of the " false," as she called

t, will and estament which the near-be-gann creature Wyliethe lawyer had wheedled him to make, to the manifest injury ofhis own kith and kin." No explanatory comment wasXZ tothis observation; so that, when Miss Mizy read the letter toMary and her father, which happened much about the timethat our hero had strolled into the fields, the laird express^
himself as perfectly of Miss Peggy Picken's opinion. " NoZ "

law, would have been guilty of making such an instrument

her nephew was nm compos, and so break the will! But naewonder the baronet, as we maun nickname the body, has gro™
rich. To get silly dying folk in the delirium of a fever to^ea^

„• T,."""'™'' '^ '" ^y '"y '" ""*" a fortune."
Miss Mizy partly agreed wUh her brother, that the circum-

stances of the case ought to be investigated. " For if it conidbe come at," as she observed, "that there was a secret methptwppn Pho».i:^ d:^—A__ , «. . .
' "^ » sei^iei pact

-..nc«ii. xiei;.,u„ anu oir Andrew before he went to
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while her„„„eaod^h LXhl .ea™'^^
""7"' '"^"»'

until, differing upon some wll^iMft^^
"'"'"' *' "''^'>

high worda, wl,ich were j uLT ^h^T T"' "" """' '»

the deaf side of his he^',2»Tl'- "* ''^ *" '»'"< """!"«

asleep.
"^ '"'^'^' *"' «'"«•. »°<1 affecting to faU

the arrange. :^tdt!reCt\rV'"''' '"="''"""^*°

ward, eame up. The TZZT ^ '^ P'^'^ '" A>«=Wn-

walked towards it aU " ,
' °" T",^

'"'"
^'°PP^''. '">'' he

in his reflec.ionVh\;4ir.edrtet.h ' T"'^' "'"''"'^

sWto go to The Pl^? r!ri "" "** ' "as unneces-

thTfamOy aa wel " wj 1 ."" '";'""="™'
''"''S '» ^ng

«.d wejat thTdoo" Jo'::'hT:r:ir:?'h-'' .r^-^'™'''
Miss MiTv y,o,j 11-

^^^® °' "^s inadvertency

MSttit'dit^ tStr"'"'"'""' -"^^*
self in order for the vMt' Id h

' "'""''"^ ^^ P>« "»
him when the l^l^T^^'^^rtC'"' " ""! "'"'' "'"•

baronet but to exnlah, hZl^l ,
* """ "" ''^'P *»• ^e

the message o tte con.r2 I
^P/""^ """' ™'"i*sta„ding

coach, he^aUgltlraSl:™ iTrJ" ^r '"""^f""'''

Cmiglands nor bii sisteT^tZl h „. 2 7' ''^"''''

carriage st-.n • hnf fi, ^ ^ ^ ^"^'^ they saw the

SirAnw!UlL-°hTh:"™'-'?' '" •'^ "^"'"^ «>'

that he had come exStl^»"/''"'"'=1 ''^ *" '^W, and

Mizy had no, actu^a^^ Tt ,h?sZr'^ 'T
*'*"^'- "'-

K^:; reThdt'
'-»-^ »-t^^^^^^^^

tion ofWd%tSr;^rd%^--- '- '^-sLa-

anjtrrnertri:rer.er "''"'r
"^'"^-^

Mary at this time was still engaged with her toilet: and
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as she wa, not present, he inferrwl th.f i. i

attributed to the impressionTf Pi . 5
"^"'^ '"^ "> ^

the effect of disoorcSrhimIS nf"!". ,

"""^ "'^'' ""^
&r mastered the ehagrin „f ftel„ .

"«™rthdess, he »on so

pa^ion, laiM, but inTuth1ZToTul" '\7' " ' "^^ y™'
of Mr Fierston's death thatTL .

"''"''"' '•^ ""' »«"»

vants, not aware of to ehanL •
"^ ^'"" "'"*'' """' "» '"

AuchinwaH brou^t me h- w "^-K^""™' ^r going to

attention."
^ "'" ^^""^ ^ ™ '^-sible of my

r<^Z^:!tS::::Z^ ^J^
« -temation,-

anee that, without rega,^ .„ .^.i^j.^ ^ J™f^^
7'"^»t-

SrssZ"d::^tf »^ ^ -^--^ * hrg^rri:

nary thinff—verv—thnf fi,..
' ^"'^ *'

»
a very extraordi-

note^or a^in;^ J^r ;^^l.~^j:t:t°'
^ '''7°-''^

trjir "'^ ^"""^"---" buttestet^

s.:/irzsr:;::i^;rh'eST °"'' -'»"-
gathering, he would hae 1„L . '.''""^ "^ " Portion in his

Sir AndL, surpte^^Haltey'lTdV" f'f"'•" '^'"^^

quainted with so mueh of the hiini '
"'^"'^ " '""^-

Wha wouldna be the hpttar- «• „ u . .

exclaimed the laird. "Bu sister /J" ''' a fortune?"

what has become of that daidLlo^^^^ ^t T"^^
^"^^-^

foremost-and see if Mary's ready'?
' ^^ ^ ^^^ ^^int the

The baronet, who had felt himself ^xmt^A oi . . ,

of indignation, both by the m^t^r70^ '^'''^ *° *^^ ^^^t

conversation, underwent alrZ?. ? ^ "'°°''' "^ *^^« «hort

on heading tJZvtteZ^^^^^^^^^^
aunt; and when she^oTafe~^^^ ^'^er and
off to the best advantage, thewSof h,^ ^ ^

'' "^^^ ''^

with respect to the st^of Lr .t.^'
^'"^*' ""^ ^"^^««^

-uch, th'at when RotT^^^h Th t^^^^ --
door, he could not refrain frJUH^"^^^ ?^ ^^^^ ^^e to the"~ "" ^-i^^^^s^ng nis regret that he was
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deprived of the pleasure of her company in Lord Sandyford's

coach.

I'he laird, assiste<^ ^v him and one of the earl's servants, was

raised into the carria^^v, while Bell Lampit and the other maids

were seen peeping from out the doors of the rooms that opened

into the hall. Daft Jamie, who had been all the morning loit-

ering about The Place, stood aloof while the embarkation was

going on ; but when he saw Lord Sandyford's spruce footman

leap up behind the coach after closing the door on Sir Andrew,

he stepped forward, and as Robin began to lash his horses, crying,

" Jee, brutes
!

" he took the similar station at the back of the

laird's carriage, amidst the laughter of the servants; Bell Lampit

coming forward from her concealment,' extravagantly clapping

her hands.

CHAPTER CI.

LADIES WrTHOUrOENTLEMEIf.

Lo.TD Sandypord happened to be walking on the lawn in front

of the >.juse, with Sir Archibald, when the coach arrived ; and,

surprisei!' to find it had brought only our hero, felt something

like the sense of a rebuke when he saw him alight with a visible

expression of thoughtfulness in his countenance, the effect of his

reflections on the occurrences of the morning. For although

Sir Andrew was convinced, by the appearance of Mary Cunning-

ham, that he bad nothing to apprehend from any attachment to

Pierston, there was something in the behaviour both of the laird

and Miss Mizy, that revolted his feelings, even while it was

ludicrous.

The earl went immediately to enquire how it had happened

that he came alone, which the baronet briefly explained, by stat-

ing, that the Ictird finding himself well enough to visit, had

ordered out his own carriage before the coach arrived. He then

mentioned to his lordship the news which he had received of
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^•; And he .hen told t^'J, thlt i„r"^
''°"'' "^ •""?'"

Vellum on the subject.
' '"»''»'=«''»» he had sent to

^^eSite'^^;?;;:^/
,tirr''=

'>- »"»""'-
for some time." ^ Lraiglands'

prejudices-at least

While they were thus conversino- i.
•

joined by Sir Archibald, the Sst,^ ^^ "" *'' """• ''<"-

«fee, coming laboriously awl ^
• ^T ""''= "'» "PPear-

Taigle lashing with mighttLL^: T""''"'
broach, Robin

daft Jamie, aping the c» equen^Lt "f"™ «"'"'. -Me
«ng behind the carriace Th„ „ ^ " '^°""''"> "«« stand-
*0' wa,, irresistibly„XuW ^'^'^''T*

°'^o '"»'<' Pag^-
S- Archibald fouL f mt^;;^^^^^^^^^ """. >»* *eS
"a- ij-tghr

"'- —^^^

a4r:r i^d'i;: Sn:^rd"
^^-^ ^-» -pe<.

the steps. ^ ""^ "r*""l ""e door, and pulled down

thillome'Cre'r ""• •'^""''" "-" '"« ^rd; "How hast

"""SO But the moment JamTLTi'^!?'"''' ''""'i^the
he had performed, the .ird Teke^ hi» J-f ^T'™"" *« P«t
* "P ™ "' '''^' ""« he sen htm vemf•

'»<' «"- «» /uch
"rU flunkey thee!-t„ bring Z ^b ^ ''"r'

*' '»™-
htf 0- us," cried the lairi He ,h.

"^^ ""* "^"^o on the
assistance of Sir Andrew's arm •?,.

""""P'^"" ">« Pn>ffered
«°d by the help of itaL „T' H- ""f

""""'"^ '''o "^
a%hted. The'baro^lt.'.rjJ^^fWhald-s footmen, be*
dentally unnoticed, f.i,

™are that he had been onlv »„„:.
S-

' -""""^^'y <iisturbed, when the faw'
2«
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h

it, turned his back on him,

e, thinking it was a servant's,

with the intention of being go

and pushing his extended arm a

banded the ladies out himself.

"This is a little too much," said he to himself
i
f\nd he walked

BTay, half resolred at the moment to give up every thought of
a connexion by which his endurance was likely to be so severely

tried. But his anger was never at any time of long duration,

and before he had walked twenty paces the fume of the moment
had evaporated, and, with a malicious j-1 lyfulness, he resolved,

since the laird was determined to treat him with so little cere-
mony, mat he would retaliate. Accordingly, on going into

the drawing-room where the whole party was assembled, after

paying his respects to Lady Margaret, he addressed himself to

the countess for a moment, who was sitting on a sofa with Mary
Cunningham, and immediately entered into conversation with
Lord Sandyford, without further at that time noticing either

Cralglands or Miss Mizy.

In taking places at the dinner-table, he hesitated for a mo-
ment whether to concede the left hand of Lady Margaret to

the laird ; but before he had decided, her ladyship with a signi-

ficant look said, "Sir Andrew, it is your place,"—and he stepped
forward as if to take it; but turning round to the old gentleman,
who was confounded at finding himself of a lower note than
Martha Docken's oye, he said, " Age and antiquity, laird, ye
kci:, &re honours that time cm alone bestow. The king may
make a belted knight, but he canna an ancient family—so, out
of my respect for yours, I'll gie up my place."

The laird thus uncouthly preferred, sat down in a state of

profound perplexity, while Sir Andrew placed himself between
thfc countess and Mary.—But notliing surprised the old gentle-

man so much as tne ease and confidence with which the baronet

conducted himself, contrasted with the diffidence of his beha-
viour on the preceding day at the Craiglands.

Miss Mizy had by this time in a great measure recovered

from the impression of Miss Peggy Picken's letter, and our
hero soon ingratiated himself again into her good graces by
some of those little table civilities, which, with ladies of s, cer-

tain age, indeed of all ages—have the most agreeable influence

;
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80 that, when she retired after dinner to fh« ^., •

,iJ^^.
"'''"'^^ ^'""y''''"'

'
"I «=»"* you he i8 con.

Immies serve to give a zest to his humour."
'^

have re^inTStt^'h"'
""^^ **'"•«""'' " *"* >« »>»•"«ve retained his Scottish atpont so perfectly."

It seems to me," rejoined the countess, " much stronger in

thinff nf th. h- I

'
Cunningham, did you ever hear anvthing ofthe kind suggested?" Without, however vr^ifZrrf

IS too sensible a man not to be aware that to tn^.wo-n of his own original condition ^'t ofW pte ZZplace her m that to which he has himself risen, is not like^v opromote their mutual happiness."
' ^^^ *"*

T ,1!J 1^'" '^'^
*^f

*'^""*'''
'

" ^"' fr^"» ^hat I have observedI should suspect that his attachment must have bIL tori'some very different object. Pray, Miss Cunnin;il ;Ltlllies of rank are in this neighbourhood ?

"

Mary, who was thrilling with she knew not what durino^ thi,conversation replied In a manner which betraT^what wa

Tnswe"? "h : "'f
^"'^^^ "^"^^ ^^ *^^ irrefellytf

;

«^T . ™ ^^''^y' ^ '^"^'a^ creature."

conffltfW^^r.^^^ ^^-™^ the

Wheelie, I wouldnab: JJZ^'l^'^Z'i' '^ ^^^ ^^^ ^e was
~ i" "-"-^ '•^' "cai" II was wi' our Mary."
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"How can you say so?" cried Mary, reddeniuff extremelv
• and looking as if afraid to look.

^ extremely,

T V^Z^ ^°'' ^"^ ''^^'•'" ^°" *^^* "°t^<>°. Miss Mizy?" saidLady Margaret seriously; and before the aunt had' time toreply, the countess added,

" If the attachment was mutual, I should have some hope ofenjoying a Scottish wedding soon. Nay, my dear Miss Cun-mngham, sajd her ladyship, addressing Mary, who was sittingtade her, wh,Ie she at the same time took her by the ha„|

JZTr7- '" "" ''"='"'"' "^'"'"*' ""» ^"PPo^ fora mo-ment that there were any foundation for what we have beensaying, how would you lilie to be caUed Lady Wylie ?"
" Oh she'll ne'er be that wi' Sir Andrew ! " cried Miss Miw

that I did him injustice if I had not fully acknowledged hismerits though Im not acquiesce in all that my aunt Set
ruidSi^Lr'i:w"'" "" "^"^

'" ""*- "" "«

.
"How could you? he has been so long absent, you oan haveseen but httle of each other," said the countess.

meri;"?h: "l".^

Po-'h'-ps from that cause I am less sensible of his

"n- t"'' 7^^
^'^ '^" """^ "f h™." replied Mary.

Miss Mizy" " "'"" "^ "'''"'" ""'^
"Good offersl" said Mary indignantly-"ye5, the offers thatyou and my father caU good, bu, which no /oman of arddfcacy would have listened to for a moment

"

^

taW
°* "'

f"'"
""'',""' *''"T ""> ^'S^ity, "why should I hesi-tote to say to your ladyship, that I have seen few men of whom

-^^re^irthTrrte^X"'^
^'^'-^ "^"^-^ « '»'-^-
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Mary ^as startled at the observation, and the look with which
it was accompanied.

" I fear," said Lady Margaret jocularly, " that this is idle talk

;

for, from Craiglands' known and obvious prejudices, any offer
from Sir Andrew would not be very acceptable."

" Acceptable here or acceptable there, ye ken, Leddy Mar-
garet," was Miss Mizy's reply, « that the laird is a man that can
abide no sort of trouble ; and though it was the king himsel'
that offered, he wouldna tak the pains to enquire about the fit-

ness o' the match, but just be as dure as a door-nail, whichever
way the thing gaed with his humour at the time."

" But your influence in any case," rejoined the countess,
" might have the most beneficial effects."

" If any proper man were to make an offer, and Mary willing,
the wedding would just hae to go on without consent, for the
laird would come in til't or a' was done," said Miss Mizy.

" Then there would be no objection on your part, even to Sir
Andrew?" said Lady Sandyford.

" As for me," replied Miss Mizy, « Sir Andrew has so kithed
into the great man I always thought he would be, that I freely
own the offer, an it were made, would to me be a great satis-
faction."

"Well, I must say," exclaimed Mary laughing, "this is one
way of making a match."

ir," said

i I hesi-

f whom
ronet?"

i but as

CHAPTER CII.

THE COMPACT,

WniLfi the ladies, free from the restraint which the presence
of the other sex ever imposes on the conversation of all woman-
kind, were furthering the decrees of fate in the drawing-room,
the gentlemen at their wine were no less ingeniously working

•"•• -'"""'- «c;3ixcu ciiccia. oir Arcnioaia was a hospitable
landlord, according to the Scottish acceptation of the term ; and
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as the laird had a hereditary respect for what he called the
• sociable bottle, his spirits began to mount, and he joked withour hero on hi« great good-luck, enquiring what for he hadna

brought an English lady with him.
"They say, Sir Andrew, ye hae gotten a gude bargain o' theWylie estate, and ye should mak some bonny lassie the better

"I think so too," observed Sir Archibald, "and I'm sure he
could not do better than make up to your daughter, Craiglands •»
and before the laird had time to reply, he added, addressing
himself to the earl, "I wish, my lord, we could persuade oi^
friend to look that way. It is true, his rank is equal to my own,
and that Lady Margaret is the sister of a duke ; but the Craig-
lands family is highly respectable. I beg your pardon, Sir
Andrew, I have perhaps taken too great a liberty in this jocular
I|roposal."

'' J »»

« Oh!" said Lord Sandyford, "if you knew Sir Andrew as
well as I do, you would not lay so much stress on the disparity
of rank; no man can set less, nor at the same time a more iust

Wn??'°
'*' ^'^^' ^' ^"°"^"^^^°^' ^^« y«"r f^^ther in par-

Craiglands' spirits, which had previously been rising, had
undergone a strange depression by these observations; and the
accent and look with which he answered "No," to the earl's
question almost upset the gravity of the whole conspirators.
^^^ Perhaps, however," resumed the earl, "your grandfather

The laird was still more mortified when obliged to repeat the
negative.

^

^

" That's very extraordinary," said his lordship, as if drawing
himself up into his nobility.

^
The laird found himself sinking, as it were, into the swinish

mul itude, especially when Sir Archibald added, " I do not
recollect, Craiglands, at this moment, if any of your ancestors
were baronets."

"Never mind, laird, whether they were or no," cried SirAndrew, who perceived that the joke had been carried quite farenough—"I'll no object to Miss
'' ^
Mary on that 0/»n/\iiTk4' D^^i.

i.rVVUX£ XfUL

*t-^
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doubt, were you and me 'greet about the job, Miss Mizy
wouldna be willing to grant her consent."

"And wha the deevil gied her ony consent in the matter!"
exclaimed the old gentleman, glad to find himself not utterly
irsignificant.

Lord Sandyford by this little sally discovered the laird's jea-
lousy of his sister's authority, and said, "It is certainly natural
enough that an old maiden aunt should be averse to see her
niece promoted to a higher rank than her own; but surely the
baronet is not in earnest when he supposes that Mr Cunning-
ham is subject to any control from his sister with respect to the
disposal of his daughter—the thing is not for a moment to be
imagined."

"No, rU be d d if it is!" cried the laird, bravely striking
the table to augment the emphasis of his asseveration—"Mary
Cunningham is my dochter, and the Craiglands my estate."

"I thought," interrupted Sir Archibald, "that the Craig-
lands was entailed?"

"And so it is," replied the laird; "but it's on heirs-general,
and in the course of nature it will be Mary's."

"Oh!" exclaimed the earl, "in that case your sister herself
might succeed?"

"What o' that?" cried the laird quickly.

"Nothing—O nothing!" replied his lordship carelessly; "but
the chance of succeeding, though remote, may induce the old
lady to place obstacles in the way of Miss Cunningham ever
being married at all ;" and his lordship added, with a very sen-
timental accent—"Human life is full of uncertainty, and the
young as well as the old are the daily victims of death. Though
the thought is painful, yet more extraordinary events have
occurred than that of Miss Cunningham dying even before her
father. Were her aunt to succeed to the family estate, the old
lady might be induced, by some needy young fellow, to over-
look her own advanced age. I would not affirm that she con-
templates any such contingency; but in the casualties and follies

of the world, there is a reasonable ground for supposing, not to
say suspecting, that she may be actuated by considerations of
At . t • •» %• •

mac &ina.

'
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alarming .agacity Iw .. "
™"""»''"«« «P"-essive of the mos

foriu No!„Lr^foj,t /r:i«2r'''''
""^""^

a gentleman, like mv frien.) rJt„T j? ^'^ "^^^ ^fliT

WsonlydaugI,ter andS ot'- ''^"•/'-'"' "»- ^'^
«on,- but none of „s wte 11T . J-"''''

" '""« »' »<""»-

infer^ted motives f" pCenrrth
^''^"'^y might have

a suitable matrimonial^bn '
"""""^ '"^^ ''™"'

''"'"^K
"DeMtak me! "exclaimed the laird "hnt r„ ..,• ,•made a true guess, for I n^W „ .7' " 'hmking ye hae

sister's objectionr o th!« ^ ^" '° *** ''°"''"' »' "V
there a mCro'er ma h'tCrrm V'^''' ^"^™
heir to thewhVtotXuSal '!,'•''

f™"""""'
««"'»

gart the poor simple lassL Z.Z r"^
g«">erings ? and she

Lordsak^ Sir Andrew I luh '"f^
'"'"^ '«'"«'• *» '%-

^';with'a.lmyt::;^^rd^u:rr'''^''"'^-^•^r-'^"

^^Uilg,^"cf^^feTai^'dTL" with thTr ''} ^^ y^ «"" -
he shook our hero's h^rX fl!

^^ TT^"'S »« his hand,

-ted that a fresh bo.Sdb^l^X dr'
^""^"^ '-

indepldite™" CH^ »f
*e ™,„,„^ ^„^ „,,,^

triumphant eountenlnceTut some ,t ''^'"Vroom with a
and with his hands stretched ou^Tft

"°''^^ '" ^^ »'«?»-

;;Wha,'s settled?'' cried Miss Mky

^ai>,""^:r:r:S^^a^^^^^^^^^
do ye ken that me and Sir Andrew h

"""'""^'y'-" Neddies,

-nee of my lord and Si Arch WdTt '''"^'""' '" P"*^
between us, that he's to m.^™ i 7 ^'^''^ " "' ^'enantedt he s to mak my dochter, Maiy Cunningham,
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Leddy Wylie P Gang up to her, Sir Andrew-gang up ye Mate

the tother—that's the way to woo."
' "J"™ on

The ladies exchanged looks with one another: and MUs Cunnn,gham foreseeing some impending embarra smenr~dproposed to her aunt, as the evening was far spent, thaftW.hould return home. The carriages were accoMingW ol«J

CHAPTER cm.

AN ACCIDENt.

While the laird in the dining-room was becoming generouswith Aucbd;s claret, Robin Taigle, in the servL^~
grew so mellow with the ale, that .when the carriage was calillevery Ob ect danced before his bewildered sight,tnlthut:and steadfast earth felt to him as if it were reeliig beneath h"steps; insomuch, that even daft Jamie said :o himf^Robin wehae a lang road before us; but I'm feart ye'll be mlir fashed wrthe breadth than the length o't."

However, by the help of Sir Archibald's servants, Robin wasplaced m his saddle. Nevertheless, when the family cameTembark his condition was so apparent, that Sir Andrew, for

sTsteS'th'a^t th f u^
"''"^^^ "" ^^^^° - ^"-^-- i-

sisted that they should accept of it. The ladies would gladlyhave availed themselves of the offer-Miss Mizy declaring, tha^
It was a black-bummg shame to be seen driven by sic a drun-ken betheral ;

" but the laird was inexorable.
"We hae our own carriage," said he ; « and what for shouldna

7.1 I "n !r
' ^ u^'

''' ^'^* do-na-gude, Robin, I'U let you
see what I'll do wi' him when I get him hame. There s>.all bea revolution m the house ere lang, tak my word for't; so, sister
kipple up your coats and step in; and, Mary, gie me a ^rin o'
yuuf Buouiner. "' ^
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Our hero however, and the servants, saved her from the
pressure of his weight

; and after some effort, with their more
vigorous shoves and pushes, he was raised into his seat. An
inarticulate growl, intended for the customary " Jee, brutes I"
trom Robm, then admonished the horses that they were free to
proceed.

Sir Andrew, apprehensive, from the state of the charioteer,
that some accident might ensue, directed Lord Sandyford's ser-
vants to keep close behind with him, in order to be in readiness
to assist. Nor was this precaution unnecessary; for, as daft
Jamie predicted, the breadth of the road so troubled Robin that
the carriage went forward, tacking from side to side like a vessel
beating against the wind-at every change of the zigzag driving
to the very edge of jeopardy. More than once, to use another
nautical phrase, it missed stays ; and, but for the sagacity of
^he brutes in hacking, in spite of Robin's whip, the whole

concern would assuredly have been cast away in the ditch
However, under that special providence which the proverb says*
guards all persons in the situation of this worthy coachman, the
family were enabled to pass the Girdle in safety; but opposite
the south gate of Eglinton, Robin seemed to hesitate, as if at a
loss whether to take the Stanecastle road, or to proceed straight
forward-a circumstance which surprised his master, who said
justly, that, had he been in his sober senses, he ought to have
known the road better, and ordered him to go on to Irvine
But against this, Miss Mizy judiciously protested-affirming in
the most reasonable manner, that it would be a disgrace to them
for ever to pass through the town with such a pirlet of a driver
Accordingly, at her suggestion, Robin was commanded by the
laird, with many vituperative epithets, such as, "I'll learn you
to fiU yoursel fu'," and so forth, to take the wynd which leads
from the Bullet-road to the Dinton-knowe ; by which the family
were spared from the gibes and jeers of the observant inhabitants
01 the ancient royal burgh.

Still all went well, and the evening was beautiful. 4s they
drove down the Kilwinning road, the gentle features of the
scenery on the right were rendered still more y\c^s^ng by the
softening medium oi a slight aerial haze ; and the swelling hiUs
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lyery of the twil.ght, seemed to assume an abrupt and moun-tamous character
;
while dark ma= os cloud, intermingled

with hoar, mists Hke the steaming vapours of a volcano, covered
the summits of Goatfield, and g.ve it the appearance of Mount
ttna, vfhich It so much resembles in form and outline. Butour travellers were not long permitted to contemplate the calm
sUll beaut.es of the summer evening. J„st as Robin crossed
the lUdburn bndge, ^y some unlucky and unguarded pull ofthe rems, one of the horses gave a sudden plunge, and the car-nage was overturned in tho hedge.

r«!!" 'f^''' Tf ''"*'^"y «"««»««''. !«>' the poor laird was
.fted out msensible. T., however, soon recovered, and atZ

It did not appear he had received any material injury; but onbemg conveyed home with the ladies and the baronet in LorSSandyfords coach, on alighting he complained of something nonght with hismward parts; adding, however, that it wis amere ful thing his head was so strong as to withstand the duntthat stunned him in the coup.iig.

Sir Andrew advised the ladies' to send for a doctor, but thisthe old gentleman would not permit; for, among his other pre-judices and affecUons, he nourished a dislike to the facdtvdecknng that "since doctors h,«l learned to keep counts Ifte
shopkeepers, when they get a man ill they hae a^ natural aninterest to keep him ill as the wabster, and souters in theXal hand weU-doing o' their c«.,tomers.» The better to coloM hisrepugnance to send for Doctor Atomy, the medical friend of thefamily, he aifected to make light of his hurt, by exerting a dcff^e^of energy and activity preternatural to his character l/Z
that he was obh~id U, raise the house.

In the mean time our hero, who had retired to his erand-mothers, reflected with some degree of anxiety on the evfnts of

m»„!
^' ^- T' ? ^'" ""P™" ^""^ prejudices of the laird,many ingredients calculated to embitter a connexion with hSfamily; nor was he altogether satisfied with the cold and studied

reserve with which Mary had treated him after di„„..l^^
drawing-room. His experience of the world had noUnstruci^S
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,

him in the devices of the female iieart, and he was not aware
that the very sairje demeanour which checked and repressed
his ardour, and which made liim doubt whether he ought even
to disclose to her his long attachment, would, to a man more
accustomed to the innoceni; wiles of womankind, have been
regarded as the most encouraging symptom. In a word, he
began to suspect that he had been betrayed by the influence of
early recollections into a fond folly, and to think that, perhaps,
the wisest step he could take would be to abandon his intention
at once.

Why he should have given way to such reflections as these,
especially as the obstacles hitherto opposed to his desires had
been so greatly lessened in the course of the day, must, we
imagine, be ascribed to the circumstances and vacillations of
the lovers' lunacy. Certain it is that he fell asleep, after almost
Workir g himself into a persuasion that he ought not to think of
irremediably uniting himself with a stock so knotted and knarled
with obsolete prejudices as that of Craiglands; and that he
awoke in the morning with the most delightful anticipations, as
if, during sleep, his mind had unconsciously reasoned itself back
again into a more congenial way of thinking. He was? perfectly
persuaded that the laird, with al' his faults and foibles, was in
the main a man possessed of many of the homely virtues that
befits the character of a resident landlord.

Immediately after breakfast, he accordingly walked lo The
Place for the purpose of explaining to Mary the motives of his
visit to Scotland; but on entering the parlour he found only
Miss Mizy. "I fear," said she, "that my brother has gotten
an inward injury, and we're a' sae c ucerned at the ill night he
has passed, that we hae sent for Doctor Atomy to come imme-
diately to see him." The baronel expressed his sorrow, and as
the lady told us herself, "he sympathized in a feeling manner,
that showed both his great judgment and sensibility."

Mary, in the mean time, was attending her father, and per-
haps, under the circumstances, her lover might that morning
have left the house without seeing her, but for Bell Lampit, who
now foresaw, by so many signs of intercourse and growing cor-
diality, that a weddinar would eiisut, &nf\ nmilH «/.* ,.«c.;o* i,„-
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desire to inform Miss Cunningham that the baronet was in the
house.

-What's your will, Miss Mary?" said Bell, looking in at the
door of the laird's room, as if she had been really summoned.

1 did not nng-it must have been my aunt," was the reply.
Na, na. Miss Mary, she has other fish to fry!" exclaimed

Bell in an audible whisper, stepping forward into the room with
long tiptoe strides, using her arms md hands as if they had beenwmgs to lighten her footfalls—" She's wi' Sir Andrew!"

" What's that tinkler tawpy doing here ?"
"Eh! megsty, maister! I thought ye were soun' sleeping;

hoo re ye the day, after the dreadful coup. Robin has gotten an
awful eloor on the broo

; we think his harnpan's surely dunklet."An I were at thee I would hoo're thee : out o' my presenceth^ moment! De'il an the like of that hizzy was i^erTn ony
creditable family !

" exclaimed the laird.
^

"O maister!" retorted the learned Bell, «ye should tholebeUer-a man struggling with calamity is a sight worthy of the

Se^n?.™ °^^'^u.^
^""^'^ "' '^'' maLappropriation of oneof

" Ye see Mary, my dear," said the old gc ntleman, « what it is

ZrtllTf .T"^' ^'° ^""''^ °^^ ^' ^^11 ^' *h« -pottle
I'aul. rhe heads of the commonality are, in my opinion, not ofa capacity to take in muckle mair than the plain truths o' Scrip^re and the Mothers' Carritches. The Question-book's ouer

m^r^ml!'"
'' '' ''^"

'

'' "^^^^^
'

"^^^'^ '^' ^^^^^ ^^^ ' ^o

The laird was proceeding in this way to give his opinion onhe popular subject of general education, ais fever disposing himto become talkative, when Miss Mizy entered
"Mary," said the old lady significantly, " ye'll gang doun the

ttrortr? '' ^"^^^- -' ^'" ^^^^ ^^' ^- ^-^" ^
"Doctor!" vociferated the laird-" Wha th. A^;i k„. ..„,

lor the doctor tome? They had a stock o' impudencef-I doc-
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hS ^!: ."
"" "«^' " '" '""''' ""' » 'O"™ '«-*, they kfn Z

«nd a drap caller water in a bottle Nane „•Z^ '

the roguery o' doctors for me."
*° ''''•«"''^ ""•

"Brother ye'remaunneri„g,"„M Nm Mizy, Mary h,. in,,m the mean time left the room. " I wish ye wo. d be stil Z
here han thee; for she's o'a mild and a meek nature, the which« a blessed .nheritance, as Mr Symingtou said on S^day td

thif ^IZ
"°'' ^'^/'7'' *^^' ^"^^''•- " It's a wonder o' nature

C^'th'" "J:
''"' """ *- ""=-""' ^ =^- modfwarts 0- thing:,, that when they begin to tottle ahn„t ,h ^WI. hae to tie bells to their l^eks'to he^wbrrX 'Lgt^Imthmkmg they'll be running in aneath the bed, •n/'i

^Zt^^' -eethf weet, .es'stS al^tt:

rt:f^.1;';•i^•lrtrLr*^J:r-^^^^^^
indulge sic vagaries."

1 ^i. -ic s no right to

"Arena they my ain grandchilder !
" exclaimed the lairdWould ye hae me as void o' naturaUty for them as you,S



CnAPTEBCIT.—THE DEATH .TO BOEIAI. 447

OB, M.zy III send to Glasgow for a hobbyhorse to Willvcuse he's ea'd baith for „,o and my -.in foorWlU LiZlof h„ wound,. Manv a sore hou, o' suffering he hid bm h

'atThoC^/™"' " *^ ""'"«•- -™ 0" -« breast like"^

The p, „r old mai \ paternal feelings overo; ,e him and hp

^zrTr'.blet''
""""'" '°"'^"''"'"'' -paoilriuiMis

MJJ., up.ble any longer !o control her apprehensions at the

z^^:::^ """''"- -'"'^-<- -'^» to oo™!

CHAPTER CIV.

THE DEATH AND JtVtLUZ.

Whe» Miss Mizy entered tl,. parlour, she disturbed her niaieand th. oaronet in the middle of a very interesting convert^™He had not actually faUen „,, his kne« before tt!2rZbZof h,sr„ma ,t.c t.ndness, as the novelists of the fem7ni^r~Srwould descnbe a I ,mine similariy situated,- but, after a^v^ttag

rap dly towards a disclosure of the wish ne rest his hear! Zcou^d reasonably be exj-ccted from a man of , t, aiperTce S
the fuUment of an ancient prediction, calm and smUin.- Lw.th a slow

1 profound emotion, that a "ected thevertottnm

whl'h T":!;
"""" '-»"'"£ '«''»-iunduIati:.:;7he^ STwhich a httle more vehemence in her lover ™ight have thrown

l^LYr T "' "" l«-^''™«°« i- a declaration of w7She had long, for e may now s,«ak freely of her sentin. Z'

^^TlVtj'r.''"''' ' *at fate .,- ,.ared to be making or- .... „.n.u .uu now arrived. Evo-v new instance ofour

M- m
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hero s advancemont, as it came to her knowledge, contained, as
it were, an admonition of their predestinated union ; and this
presentiment was never affected by Luy of those saddening influ-
ences which the mystic sense and auguries of fatalism commonly
excite 1 he image of Wylie was associated in hei imagination
with the bright and joyous days of childhood ; and his small
and ungainly figure was in her imagination so wreathed, if the
expression may be allowed, with the garlands of happy recol-
lections, that it was endeared to the eyes of habitual affection
with something more interesting than the i .'vantages of personal
appearance.

" Mary," said her aunt, bursting hastily into the room, "it'smy opinion your father's gaun by himsel'."
Miss Cunningham, alarmed at the news, started from he

seat and hurried up stairs. At the same moment Dr Atomy
,arrived, and daft Jamie, who was lounging about the house, on
seeing the doctor alight, ran forward to hold his horse.

" Jamie," said the doctor, " is that you ?
"

" 'Deed is't," replied Jamie, taking the bridle; «
it's my ain

mother's son."

"
t^'l

^^"^ '' ^°"'" "''*^'®^' Jamie ?" rejoined the doctor.
Shes vera weel, I thank you, sir," was the answer; which

80 discomposed the gravity of the doctor, that ho came into the
parlour with a gayer countenance than suited the occasion, inso-
much that Miss Mizy put on a visage proportionally more solemn/My brother's vera ill, doctor," said she, "and Sir Andrew
VVyhe-this is Sir Andrew-is just waiting to hear what ye
think o him." ^

" Is this the great.Sir Andrew Wylie ?" exclaimed the doc-
tor, looking towards our hero, and bending forward with an
expression of amazement m his face, which gradually assumed
the cast of veneration, and, before the baronet had time to make
any reply, he >7ent up to him and said, « What is your opinion.
'Sir Andrew, of the late fall in the funds ?

"

"Doctor," interposed Miss Mizy, "ye maunna enter on your
bad times just noo—gang first and see my brother; and then ye
can come and converse wi' Sir Andrew about the breaking o' the
government."

>

f



i

itained, as

; and this

ling influ-

commonly

lagination

hia small

Jed, if the

ppy recol-

i affection

f personal

)oin, "it's

from he

)r Atomy
house, on

s my ain

»ctor.

r; which

into the

ion, inso-/

3 solemn/

Andrew ^
what ye 1

the doc-

with an

assumed

to make
opinion,

on your

then ye

ig o' the

'

OBAPTEB CIV.-TIIE DEATH AND nUBIAL. 449

" 1 am most happy to hear you think so
! " exclaimed the doc-tor, and was proceeding „> enlarge on the subject, when MiMizy c^am interrupted him.

®

';
My brother," said she, " has met wi' a severe birz and con-tusion, and he's in a roving fever

"

aiss Mizy
,
for the chaise made a clean wharamle, and the lairdras lowermost. ™

The doctor, still intent on his own topic, said to Sir Andrew"I trust, however that the effects will not be permanent It T^melancholy to thin.'-, how uncertain every thing is
"

"Ye ne'er, doctor, made a wiser observe," said Miss Mizvmorally; "for after spending a most pleasant dayriuVhiTwM wha could hae thought we would hae to drfe so soon siea penance f'-r our pleasure ?
" "u" sii.

Dr Atomy looked round with a compassionate .mile at Mis,
, M,zy, and then began to speak on the common popular toZ of
I the day to the baronet, who, not ..^gether pleased'wi'h ZZ'Vtmacuy, remmdcd him of the object of his visit. The doctorkeep h,m free from "bad times," was an amiable and humane
character and this admonition was effectual: he immediatdy
followed Miss Mizy to her brother's apartment

^

chl:ctiS.
'"'""°" '"""' "^ '"" '" '"' "^"'' ">» ™p'^ --

"I'm vera weel, doctor," said the patient-" ne'er was better-but there's a something I dinna undemand wi' me, for a' tta
•'

and Im fashed wi' strange folk
; crowds o' them ome and siJbehind the curtains at my bed-head, and the de'il a ane of themwill speak out and tell me their cracks ,• but they continue whl"permg and whispering, and hugger-muggering, as if they we^smuggling something awa'."

'

Kntn nic oicfan n^A J». l.x.-. 1

3
-"'-' ""-* u«ujj"uci-, wno were standing beside the

2f
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doctor, were much affected by this speech, and could not refrain
from tears

;
for it was too evident, from the doctor's manner,

that there was then indeed something about to be removed. The
whisperings of which the dying man complained, were the voices
of those who had been sent to bear him from this mortal world.
The doctor having, as delicately as he could, expressed his

fears for the consequences of the injury which the old gentleman
had suffered, and having prescribed some simple medicine, rather
to uphold the character of the profession than with any hope of
doing the patient good, soon after retired, and Bell Lampit was
almost immediately dispatched to the manse, to request the
attendance of Mr Symington.

Bell, who never tarried on her errands between one person
and another, met the minister walking leisurely by himself, on
the shady side of the high-road.

" Ye maun come up to The Place directly, sir," was her salu-
tation

;
" for we're a' feared that the laird's vital spark's gaim out.

Miss Mary sent me wi' her compliments, to bid you come."
" I'm very sorry to hear this.—I understood his hurt was of

no consequence," replied the clergyman.

"'Deed, sir," said Bell, "his life is just like the dying lamp's
unsteady flame. ' To be or not to be,' is the state of his pre-
cious soul; so I hope ye'll no delay, for it will be a sad and a
sore thing if the laird's alloo't to jump the shoal o' time like the
beasts that perish." And holding a jargon dialect of this sort,

Bell returned home with the minister ; but before reaching the
house the inflammation of the brain hai so rapidly advanced,
that the patient was in no condition to receive the spiritual
physician. ^

In the course of the afternoon the violence of the symptoms
abated, and for several days the laird languished under the
evident decay of all his faculties. He was not, apparently, very
ill, but his strength was entirely prostrated, and he lingered
within the imbecility of the second childhood, in its most help-
less state, smitten with a patient silliness that could not be seen
without sorrow. He had lost the sense of present objects, and
fondled over the recollections of former years. Sometimes he
thought of his iady, and would talk to her of their household
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concerns-occasionally chiding her for being low-spirited, and
reminding her of the great honour and advantages of fortune
which she had acPuired by their marriage. But the playfulness
of his children in their childhood chiefly engaged his fancy;
and he would chuckle with the greatest glee at their little
pranks. In the midst, however, of his mirth, some gleam of
remmiscence would shoot across his mind, and, suddenly recol-

•
lecting that his darling Willy was long dead, he would break
out into fresh and loud lamentations, like the grief of an inno-
cent child that bewails the loss of a favourite bird. In this con-
dition he continued seven days. In the afternoon of the eighth
prostrate nature seemed to rally her forces ; but death was more
powerful, and she sank in the contest.
Though Craiglands possessed few of those qualities whicha trac genera popularity or personal esteem, he was yet soblameless in his life and so easy as a landlord, that he enjoyedamong his tenants and village neighbours something kindlierand stronger than either popularity or esteem. The homeUnessof his manners came in aid of their national reverence for thehonours of birth and rank, and made them yield a homage offeeling and respect when they heard of his death, as profound as

alelr ''h
'' T S *^' "^'^"'^ '^ ^^' ^''^'^^ beneficence,

talent, and worth. He was, besides, the last of an ancient linea circumstance in itself calculated to awaken interesting assoJ
ciations; for although his sister and daughter survived, thecountry folks around considered the family extinguished hi thedeath of the last male heir. The day of his funeral was, in
consequence, one of great solemnity in Stoneyholm, and all theneighbounng hamlets. Not only the gentry, but the tenants
attended, and many of the inhabitants of the village • a vastconcourse of old and young assembled at The Place: and there inue that followed the hearse was in perfect accordance w th

the ZZm! '"''' '''"^'* '"^ '' *^^ «^-q"i«« «f

Among several old persons in the village who had spent
their live, m the service of the Craiglands, was Thomas DaTsva very aged man, of such a venerable appearance that it was acommon saymer that nohndv r-nniri f^ii „.*,„_ u"cu iiu was yoiuig-.
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with a widow in Stoneyh„to F^h' -.k
*"*" ^"''"""^

inflnnity. he had not rn'^h 17^^Zf T"'""'
"^ """

The Place, but he waited ffthe pCeitTheT""'? "'

cottage where he resided n„,i .. -V , ' "'' ^°°'' »f ^e
leaning o„ his star'ajld ^ Ws' aHrhi'', "T '"""^

p and tottering steps, he foltwXrsot Sm
'

^"l
"*

His venerable appearance his Inno- fl •
distance,

silent sorrow with whTch he „ ^ T"^ ^^ '"'''^' "'"' ^e
theattentionoftttwre^omfTtZSi'T
gradually detached themselves from theTr! / '""' "'"' '^'^

a circle round him as he Z, T *^»Pe'"»«<>rs, and forming

feu into the orZ' Z a H« e
*^^ ™"'"' "'™"^' '"^-"^iWy

leader.
* """" P™»essioi,, of which he was the

When the hearse reached the o-«t» „t .u ,

'carriages of the gentry drew MhJe ^d f "V""''^"'''''
*«

and placed on tlfe sbLT -i?'
'^"^'^ ""^ t^''™ out

whic'h old ThoLratudlXr^hlwrr^ ""^•^"'"^
passed on towards the family bui^ingUc n'

J""^ "?' »"
massy, walled enclosure, ornamented „^7v. ,

^ °" '""''^"''

urns: a tablet, on which TeT™ of ft r ??* l'"'"
'"«'

hams had been emblazoned, in™e rude1^^..' ^™""«-
century, occupied a niche over ,L, * "^ "" '^««'»*h

.he olden time had long beTr spX^^^^^^ "!f '-f^ "f

during tW incumbency of Doctor^!! h^
'he "Uagers; but

gate happened to be alW d totl Somt! V ""T"^''"'
the school-boys, in their play-hou 's havll f

^"^''' ''^ ^^'"^

suffered among other of thVdiSouT'reriainn' " '^
from no malice against the fam! v • 1T,\

^"'"'"'y- however,

we rightly r«,„Ueft ou own Sife 1
'
"^

T^'^' "''''^' "
™n, (being concerned infte devotionw '"' "" ""''•

scientious abhorrence of th7;Z^T T^ '''"" ' "'°'' »»>-

prelacy, some trXna.^ lilttZ. "'^ "' """"''^ "^
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of the Glencairn family ; and when the pious Earl of that name
herned the religious houses of Ayrshire during the Reformation,
Sir Firebrand Cunningham ofBurnthebyke, came in for a share of
the plunder, and so laid the subsequent grandeur of his descend-
ants, in the portion which he received of the domains of that
rich abbacy. The laird, at the time when the arms were defaced,
had been officiously, as we well recollect it was deemed, told of
the exploit, and had vowed a terrible vengeance, and also to
restore the sculpture, neither of which, however, he performed

;

80 that it was observed as an ominous and remarkable thing, that
the escutcheon of the family was entirely obliterated.
When the coffin was borne to the entrance of the sepulchre,

the spakes were drawn out, and the undertaker's men having
carried it within the enclosure, it was placed on two planks over
the grave, till a few particular friends who followed it had
received the cords attached to the handles. At this moment
old Thomas, with his head still bare, came forward opposite to
the entrance, and as the planks were removed, and the remains
of his old master were lowered into the earth, he was unable to
control his emotion. When the spectators in silence uncovered,
as the coffin reached its last rest—a homage to the dispensations
of heaven more affecting than any other funeral service—he
siMii? 4cwn on his knees, and continued in that posture till
the gym^ was filled, the earth trodden in, and the turf laid for
ever.

CHAPTER CV.

THE C0NCT.I7»I0Iir.

It is, in our opinion, a more awful thing tr> be born than to
die; but without descanting upon the question, it cannot be
doubted that it is easier to write tfi* first than the last chapter
of a book. Every one of our readers must have seen, that the
laird's death, though it no doubt delayed, yet it was not an
^r^uL cai-cuiaicu CO suouaet aij^ liiing irom tne happiness of our

I
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chapter. lTu sufflllh
/''''

T"""'"" "^ * """elu-iing

after being three setr^s .
"'^' *''. ^'^ ''"''^«" «»" Mary!

united by MrIX „
" rf r'"""' '" '='"'"•'• --

matrimony, 1„ presTefol of^h
' '^ ^^ ^"^^ '"""'» "^

Tannyliillfan/~va ';^ It ™^^''"^^»-^'»°'her, Mr
On tl^is occasLn MI » ' -^ ^'"^ "'""^ «' bridemaid.

eear,,.Ho„grp:^:if;r;S„?tb!^^^^^^^^^

present a-llul"
"' ""'^^"""^ ""y «Wl>y, set ali

doatmlSSitXrwT-'^ ^"" "» '^'^^'^

jon^ey permitted, theywetSbXTpr;;: "" "^^

or-EarU.San^S:l::^T2ircS:i--
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IS envi-

ous of the address by which he had secured the great talents of
the baronet to the ministerial side. Sir Andrew also, at the
same time, closed his lucrative connexion with Mr Vellum,
declaring, that he was satisfied with the fortune he had acquired.
The earl and countess again urged him to become their neigh-
bours, and Castle Rooksborough, which his lordship had in the
mean time purchased, was formally offered as a temptation; but
firm in his intention to promote the welfare of his native coun-
try, he resisted alike the solicitations of interest and friendship,
and returned to Scotland, where he has since continued to
reside permanently; making, however, occasional visits with his
lady to his old southern friends—in the last of which he heard
that Ferrers, who occasioned so much unhappiness to the coun-
tess, had been killed in the Peninsula; and that the rector, who

' was also dead, had amply provided for the orphan Monimia.
The only part of our hero's conduct which has excited any

speculation, and we mention it without comment, since it may
be deemed equivocal, is the manner in which he has acted
towards his grandmother. Many of the villagers at Stoneyholm
thought, when he rebu'lt the mansion-h )use of Wylie, that he
ought to have removed Martha to it ; indeed Lady Wylie herself
was very urgent with the old woman to live with them, but the
baronet said nothing; while Martha declared that they would
both better show their regard, by allowing her to spend the even-
ing of her days in her own way, peaceably in the service of him
who had vouchsafed, of his own free grace, to shed such unme-
rited abundance on her declining years.

By an arrangement conducted through the medium of Sir
Archibald Maybole, Mr Symington got a call to the parish of
Auchinward; and Mr Tannyhill, to the surprise and delight of
the people, who had long venerated his amiable and gentle dis-

positions, was promoted from the school to the church, where he
still exercises wuh t;;t! iiminished mildness the pastoral duties of
the cure. On a laie occasion, when in the neighbourhood, we
went to his " Examine," chiefly drawn thither by mere curiosity,

many years having passed away since we were present at any
thing of the kind. We found him seated in the venerable carved
walnut elbow-chair, amidst the elders, in the aesaion-hoiise. lis-
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tening with patient affection to thu renlie, «f ,1,sexes assembled
; and it ,eem!^ m ^1 ** y™* "^ »*

often siglied to r mark h„w mn„I,V"' "''"T' 'y'='' "«" •>«

knowledge to their oXlornarent ^ T""'^"'" '" ""si™'
^aa a lad, E^binKennl clothed,„^;

^"""^ ""'^'^ P™'^"'
J;«k, who, nnder the s^kanTtit

"
J Mrsr^l"'"'™'"^three months' insight with MLTlRnl „^ f^?*""'

'"^' »"»•

"

tno South Bridge of EdinbZK^""r''^"""«'''='''"'iers on
Thomas Steek, fn 4 bm.ne^ /IP'"'"*'

^i' oM master,

parish. Robin Kennedy w^dl°^*.^ T"^ ''''™^'' of tbe

happening unf„rtun.idytrbes"wo'„" ^ 'T'"^ ™"^ "»'
protruded, in standing up to an!wl ^ '"°'''' ''''"« " ""»
ever^ sin deserve ?" hf ."re his hrr ""T"™'

" '*^'"" ^'^
back at the nail, and feli^l

..!""'%''",'''"'''''"'''' '""''"g
cnrse!"— Very well Rv"? m r""""^ corduroy-" God's
and coolly."

^ '''" ^'"•'' »'"'' Mr Tannyhill
; "bnt soberly

I ?or some reason or another not eml»in^ •

manner to the pubhe Mis, ZV, "T""*^ '» any satisfactory

Raceby herselfl'wh s^Hs fometta """-ff "" "^ The
and Lady Wylie, with the r chXrVu. ^^

*' ''='™™'
the drawing-room is always ZTn' , , " "'°'' occasions
as she has herselfasurrfT Zl'^ '"''"'' ''' ">e children,

boys, that they have "„ me
' Ith ""'^''''' P^^'^'arly the

before the precaution ofCk74 the ^
'""'"'' 0™ "^ 'ho™,

putty which, as we have described '
"?'''^ P'"''^'' "ff '•>«

blooming May in .he emblem «c13"ff.
"" *"=' "^ *«

here we should not omit tolnflrr .""" """'«'• And
lastcaUed at The Plac" M,ss mT,,?/

""^"^' """ "hen we
old papers she had T^eTLfa^Le^' "",*"' '" ^^'^^ --o
volume written by her-brothe t'ln^f^77' "-^ly, a
tammg, as she assured ns. "a most Ml „ '"'"'^™'">a:, con-
of particularities anent th; dtZZZ ™'/ "" """^^
west country,"-^ work fL,^ ^ ''"'"™' ^""'"'es of the
And.w ma ' iXTtrt' trlnt^l T" "^"•" '" ""P^

«='

may arrange it for publication f.l f'
'" °"''"' «>at we

observed, "wasna a'tni^k a Th"^ '"'''''" " *"
observation, and a faculty to not^ wi '?

"^ ^'' '^ "^"^ at
nmnner justextrao„linarf« an?ratn!lT

""" '" P"^^' '» "
' °^™''°»»I person, no over critical
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about points and phrases, may very clearly discern." Should
the baronet succeed in procuring the manuscript, we shall lose

Hnn ^fM" vi"^
'\*? ^'''' ^'' '^' entertainment and edifica-

tion of the pubhc. Meanwhile, having brought his own bio-graphy to a close, we leave him, as all heroes ought to be left,m the full enjoyment of the manifold gifts and felicities which
prudence and good fortune united can procure.

THE END or SIE ANDREW WYLIE.





^ "
IIIMIII

ILLUSTKATIONS, ANECDOTES,

AND

CRITICAL REMARKS.





^
-.a^!g**!*

"- '^*««^<^»»»^

ILLr">TP IONS, &c.

The c. iticisi. . on " Sir Andrew Wylie," at the time of its appear-
ance, were of a very mixed character. Some of them were tissues
of sheer abuse, against the reception of which the obvious malig-
nity was a sufficient caveat

; and some were prompted by an evident
envy of that popularity ch « The Annals," « The Legatees,"
and « The Provost," had ured to the author. Only one or two
were fair, and acknowledged the merits f the book—when
compared with the productions just n ationed-as of a mixed
character.

For the first time in this series of wor'is,the author trode upon
Enghsh ground, and ventured upon a delineation of the most arti-
facial of all states of existence-aristocratic society. The task
was one for which neither his powers nor his tastes were peculiarly
adapted; but when we regard the character of Lord Sandyford
which is drawn with philosophical nicety, it would be harsh to say
that he has altogether failed. The episode of the gipsies, althoughm some degree an excrescence on the main story, is acutely and
picturesquely managed; and the language of the old mother, in
assuming the tone of the sybil, is often impregnated with high
poetical feeling.

^

It would be vain, however, to conceal that the Scottish parts of
the narrative are by far the best, and that the characteristic genius
of the author is much more vividly displayed in the first and third
volumes. The old grandmother, Martha- Tannyhill, the . atle
and modest « dominie "-Miss Mizy-the Laird-and Mary Cun-
mngham-are all sketches full of life, and faithfully true to nature •

nor do Bell Lampit and Daft Jamie find less willingly a place in
our recollections. The hero himself is drawn with great vigour
and boldness, but, perhaps, is after all the most questionable in the
book if we regard its probabilities.

Sir Andrew Wylie was in England the most popular of all Mr
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IIXU3TBATION8, ANECDOTES,

II

Gait's writinn. To wh«( li nw^ .i-

,
the greater adn.iztur,If p r I. .

f'^''^'^'^^. U not from

be .^cdt to
~ E-g>«'' d..log«eand por,«Ut«re,it would

« n, „ ^ *'" 'Unstrative remarks by Mr Gait himself

like a» ordinary ao„. tlj,7at7l'h rflrpToS^' f
" """"

as, instead of eivinff as im, „]^ •
"'\P">J«e'ed, inasmuch

of a Scotchm^ nCZ'^fj^JT: '"' ""' ""* ^'"^^
an end, according t„ the 11?

exhibits a beginning, a middle, and

description Buf1 ™ . ,

"^'"""^^ '^"°» «" ""t' of that

idea, a'„d p'rhf: iro'kttheltl^
?«""'* ™ "^ ""^'"^

it is not, howeVer, the7ork , t^'T'T ?'°'"^
'""l"'-"''''*

'

there would have L^n? ^ •

'^'^'"'' '" "'''* "^rtainlj

-,-» episode, how,r ,^^"1 h^'l" ".?' ^'^ '''"^'^"^

.'s the Lst c;ntri::r;;:rthe ::::a?r
''^-""'^ ™»'"'»«'

Earl '/bI^:!;?™,^
i-ribed to my amiable friend the

.hip madetrmewh!;rZTr ° * "^'^ ""«'" "^^ "»"»-

ford-s character,It obtr^ 7^fH ' fr""^ °' ^"'^ ^-''y-

th. same oircum;unce7rwouW h^vZted
'"'

"'.r"'
*»'• "

-d he seemed not to hkve th^W ^^^1^
" ^ '™'^ •^-'"

model of the character- „»,!,.„ i
""^ ''™»''f the

o^ipument. ofcr^h^::::^ r^i^ti^rr^-

.eak .d actr:«n:T;thi":JiT*rtTr
S^:Lx:Sa::ni:-rf 2:Ss'S ^?-penu, which he painted for that arch!empCcIeSe rV"-emblematic of the progress of oiviU.ation i^ tt B^rL";"
" Origin of the interview between Sir Andrew Wuli. n^A xr ^

At the suggestion of a friend, Iam induced to ZZl- ^'

accidental circumstances, wh^Vh he tWnkslm ^^ '" ""'"''^

readers, particularly to give an ^.Jl^L'^lIC:^;!
l^^ ^^^
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ntemew,m Windsor Park, between Sir Andrew WyKe and George
the Third. He informs me, that it is considered as the transcript
of a reai occurrence, and that I am supposed to have had, myself
a meetmg with his majesty similar to the scene described • other-
wise. It is thought, his familiar manner could not have been so
repre&<)nted.

« The supposition is not correct in fact, but the impression which
1 entertain of two droll incidents with the ' half giUy, half gut
chard • old king, has contributed to the force of the picture. Some
eight.and-twenty years ago, my friends. Park and Spence, were in
L.>ndon, and I went with them to see Windsor Castle. Wyatt's
great staircase was then nearly finished, but the interior scaffolding
was not aU removed. In looking at the construction, I got up the
main flight of steps, and was gazing about, when the king was
amiouneed. Before I could could get down, his majesty, wkh the
architect, came m, and I was obUged, in consequence, to remain
tor some time standing where I was.
« The king observed us, particularly myself, who was so con-

spicuous, and lingered with Mr Wyatt, until he had satisfied his
curiosity by looking at us; speaking all the time, 'his tongue
never lay, and looking about as he was speaking. It was evident
that he spoke more at random than seriously addressed the archi-
tect, being occupied in noticing us. Something in his manner
drew my attention, and from that interview, which lasted proha-
bly several minutes, I caught a durable remembrance of his pecu-
barities—I see him still.

^

'-'The other occasion was stiU more characteristic of the good in-
tentioned venerable man. It was on the morning of that '

>y, onwhich he dissolved the pariiament of the Whig administration,
formed after the death of Mr Pitt. I happened to be with a
friend, at mornmg prayers, in the oriel chapel of the Castle.The king was there, and the late princess AmeUa, with a ^ey^ at-
tendants, besides the gentlemen of the chapelry; in all, about
t«renty persons. It ^as a sight worthy of ren imbrance The
old man remained seated, with an humble worshipping demeanour,
while the prayer for the king was said, but he stood up, and re-
peated aloud, with pathos, the petition for the people
" With this really touching solemnity, all gravity, however, fledfrom me. It is well known that his majesty was very near-sighted.
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a defect which caused him tn k^u *i.
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me for the copy of this letter, before five o'clock in ^hp m •

on the
.^y he left London for the last tim^wLVh^lTrtTj

^ o£ England
:
the other papers he aUowed to remain

a meet^ W, to this untimeously sending of the groom,'' thereby
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.bich should be told as an aSecdotl ^tTa'tZ^
Vch IS peculiar to the members of the royal family
.highness wa. in the practice of commanding me toen at times very inconvenient ; frequently, be-
3- « o clock, which was my dinner hour. This

-^ ^ore than once ; and one day, when I was.^ticuUr party, it so vexed me that without
ff self-absorptioa. thinking of his rank, I resolved

..»d put to the custom. Accordingly, frying withmowing fiercer as I walked faster through Hyde
^^- palace, by thinking of the inconvenience, I wal

arch ,t>
the room where he duke was sitting, and h^Z

'" Wl tte "; ?r ^' "^ -S^*^tions.''He HsSshort time and, before I had done, gave an exceedgood-natured laugh at my remonstrance.- It dissolvenh:isa.aj once my absurd violation of etiquette, and knewnol

j/y adm tted the justice of my complaint. After thatgenerally requested me to come at hours which he
. 'i; ,^^""^^^«^*-With the exception of this final
> was always very considerate. An early riser, the
\ o importance to him. ^ ' '

,>o had occasion to be sensible of the afiability of the
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; quite often enoughman m my station to be more than pleased. It4
t^r^ ^nner wasarranged in commemoration
the Third, ostensibly, but reaPy to get up a subscrip-
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" It was eyident, that every one who had tak^n an interest in

the festival, staod on the imminent verge of ridicule. It could not

be put off without great expense, I went to Lord Blessington, who

was one of the stewards, and represented to him how we all stood.

After much consideration, it was determined to try how we could

work upon the duke ; so accordingly, we walked to the Horse

Guards together, and got his royal aighness's promise to come on

condition that nothing should be said about the subscription. The

dinner thus passed off 'charmingly well,' with all its constella-

tions, and I dare say is remembered even to this hour ; but the

monumental group * lies mouldering in the clay,' nor has the secret

of the duke's coming to the barren feast been, till now, disclosed.

" The Duke of York, like all the refined of the himian race, had

a very civilized regard for choice cookery. Once, at some Scottish

feast, or dinner ofthe Highland Society, Iwas sitting opposite,when,

with an air, the landlord placed before him a haggiS. It was evi-

dently ill made ; the bag was dingy—altogether an ugly, flabby,

desultory trencherful of *fat things.' The duke, alarmed at the

apparition, cried to me, ' Gait, what is that ?' Fascinated at the

sight, I could not resist the temptation, and replied gravely, *a

boiled pair of bagpipes.'—Tell it not in Gath,—even at the risk of

being reviled in Scotland for ever, his royal highness immediately

ordered the

' Gr«at chieftain of the pudding race'

ignominiously away.
« For the kind notice of the Duke of Si« t, I have now, in the

course of a long period,—about seven^ana-twenty years,—had

frequently occasion to feel indebted. His Royal Highness has

always treated me with the greatest condescension ; invited me to

dine with him at the palace, and to his conversations; but his

uniform kindness has been more valued than even these dis-

tinctions.

" To the other members of the royal family, I am unknown ; but

the late king, wheahe read the * Spaewife,' was pleased to express

a wish that the author should know it had given him much plea<

sure, and spoke to me on my first introduction at court; an

honour, as I was told.

" I mention these things, because the propriety of doing so has

been suj^gested to me ; at the same time, that I frankly confess,
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marks of distinction have been ever agreeable to me, bat I have
great doubts of having accompHshed any thing deserving of notice.
The man does not know himself, who is not constantly apprehen-
sive lest he mistake, in his vanity, notoriety for reputation ; the
recognition of the privileged great of society is not of any value,
without the consciousness of having done something to deserve it."—Galt'3 Autobiography, Vol ii. p. 274—283.
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