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Fairbanks-Morse
Road Machinery

Guarantees a line of equipment that is complete, dependable and
adapted to all kinds of work under all conditions. Each article of
FAIRBANKS-MORSE ROAD MACHINERY has been selected
because it serves its purpose best—and each carries the Fairbanks-
Morse guarantee of dependability.

THE FAIRBANKS-MORSE ROAD MACHINERY
EQUIPMENT INCLUDES:

Case 10-and 12-ton Road Rollers Fairbanks-Morse Reversible Road

Fairbanks$-Morse Rollers
“Torpedo’’ Scarifiers Concrete Mixers
Asphalt Distributors Hauling Engines
Wagons Sweepers
Gradfng I-’lows Elevators
Martin Ditchers Revolving Screens
Graders Portable Kettles
Scrapers and Levelers : Concrete Carts

The Canadian Fairbénks-Morse Co., Limited

Canada’s Departmental House for Mechanical Goods

ST. JOHN, N.B., ' QUEBEC, =~ HALIFAX, ~MONTREAL, ~ OTTAWA, TORONTO, HAMILTON,
WINDSOR,  WINNIPEG,  SASKATOON,  CALGARY, - VANCOUVER, i VICTORIA.

—-—-‘—
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“The High Standard in Canada for Twenty-five Years.”

EUGENE. k. PHILLIES
FLECTRICAL WORKS, LIMITED

Power and

Telephone Cables

MONTREAL TORONTO WINNIPEG m

CALGARY VANCGCUVER
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% Northern Elecrric

 |GAMEWELL
\POLICE-SIGNAL
SYSTEM

H

urglars Chances Lessened
urglars Captured
ooty Recovered

These three things are more nearly assured by the Northern
Electric Police Alarm System than by any other system at
present in operation.

Burglars might as well expect to get away from an electric
man trap, as to beat the Police Depart=
ment that employs the Northern Elec-
tric Police Alarm System.

This system not only summons the
patrolman on the beat, butitsummons
every patrolman for miles around.
The Burglar is caught by the net
spread for him.

Write for full particulars of this most
cfficient of all Police Alarm Systems.

Address the office nearest to you.

\ Norttrern Electric Comparny
LMITED "
Montreal,
Halifax,
Ottawa,
Toronto,

London,
Winnipeg
Regina,
Calgary,
Vancouver,

e Firectric
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Cable Address, “Montgibb.”
McGibbon, Casgrain, Mitchell & Casgrain

Casgrain, Mitchell, Holt, McDougall, Creelman & Stairs
Victor E. Mitchell, chh AR

Chas M. Holt, K.C. ohn J. !

A. Chase Casgrain, K.C. Gilbert 8i Stau‘s.'

Errol M. McDougall Pierre F. Casgrain

801 ROYAL TRUST BUILDING, MONTREAL

Cable Address, “Johnall.”

Brown, Montgomery & McMichael
ADVOCATES, BARRISTERS, &c.
Albert J. Brown, K.C. George H. Montgomery, K.C.
Robert C. McMichael, K.C. Walter R. L. Shanks
Rennie O." McMurtry Daniel P. Gilmor
E. Stuart McDougall Warwick F. Chipman

DOMINION EXPRESS BUILDING, MONTREAL.

TODD & COCHIUS
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS.
MUNICIPAL PARK SYSTEMS AND TOWN
¥ PLANNING.
801 New Birks Building,
Telephone Up. 260.
Write for illustrated booklet on Landscape Architec-
j ture by Frederick G. Todd.

Montreal.

Wolfe’s Uniform Caps

KEEP THEIR SHAPE
A. HARRY WOLFE - MONTREAL

T. LINSEY CROSSLEY

A.M.%Can. Soc. C.E.

Consulting Chemist Chemical Engineer,
Asphalt Paving and Inspeciion

Municipal Chemistry

318 Lagauchetiere Street, West 43 Scett Street,
= v MONTREAL NTO

R. O. WYNNE -ROBERTS
Consulting Engineer
40 Jarvis Street, TORONTO

Water Supply, Sewerage, Sewage Disposal, Civic and
General Engmeenng, Arbitrations, Investigations, Valua-
tions, Reports, etc.

GEORGE REAKES, C.E.
A.M. Can. Soc. C.E.
CONSULTING ENGINEER

E: C te, halt, Tarvia and Macadam Roads
g i olnmpoetlc“ 'onAl:pmd Reports Made
St. Lambert, P.Q.

R. S. & W. S. LEA

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage; Water Purifi-
cation; Disposa.f of Sewage and Refuse; Water Power
Developments and Power Plants.

Reports — Designs — Supervision of Construction.

New Birks Building, Montreal ue. Telephon:
Uptown 783. ! s s

J. T.DONALD & CO.

Chemi al Engineers, Consulting Chemists
REPORTS, ANALYSTS, ASSAYS, TESTS, INSPECTION

318 Lagauchetiere Street West,
Corner Beaver Hall.

MONTREAL

43 Scott St.,
TORONTO

BURNETT & McGUGAN

CIVIL ENGINEERS
DOMINION AND B. C. LAND SURVEYORS
PLANS, SURVEYS, REPORTS,

NEW WESTMINSTER,

P.O. Box 107 British Celumbia

“MICHIGAN?” ,
Wood Stave PIPE for Water Works etc.

T. A. MORRISON & CO.,
204 St. James St., Montreal

A. L. McCULLOCH, M. C. Soc. C.E.
CONSULTING DNGINEER

Hydro-Electric Power Installation
ater-Works, Sewerage and Sewage Disposal
Examinations Plans, Estimates & Reports

NELSON, B.C.

W. D. Lighthall, K.C., M.A., F.RS.L., &e. C. A. Harwoed, B.C.L.
Cable Address - - “LIGHTHALL”

LIGHTHALL AND HARWOOD

BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, ADVOCATES, &c.
Chambers — QUEBEC BANK BUILDING

rlace d’Armes =il sl ot MONTREAL

H. J. ROSS L. L A.

ACCOUNTANT - AUDITOR - TRUSTEE
Trust Funds Administered

180 St. James St. - Montreal

HOWARD ROSS, k.c. EUGENE R. ANGERS

- ROSS & ANGERS
BARRISTERS and SOLICITORS
Coristine Building, 20 St. Nicholas St., Montreal

THE CANADIAN MUNICIPAL JOURNAL
.COVERS EVERY CITY AND TOWN
IN CANADA.
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Preserves Roads
Prevents Dust~

|

!
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Brant Road, Galt, Ont.
Tarvi v nodified modern
pavenieit builtin 1911,
Treated with *‘Tarvia-
B’ in 1916.

S

e

A view of Andrews Streel, Galt, Ont. Surface-treated with “Tarvia-B” in 1916 and 191g

Tarvia Streets in Galt, Ont., have made good—

RANT ROAD, shown above was constructed in
1911 with ¢ Tarvia-X.’” 1In 1916 it was treated
with “Tarvia-B.”” The photograph was taken two
vears later, and a finer street would be hard to find.
I\Tot a hole or a patch or a ravelled spot in the whole
stretch !
And this street can be kept in first class condi-
tion for many years with an appropriate Tarvia
treatment at very small cost.

The small photograph in the oval shows St. An-
drew’s Street, built originally as a wa_terboux}d
macadam street and treated with “Marvia-B’’ in
1916 and again in 108

This ‘street shows what can be done by surface-

_treating old water-bound macadam with Tarvia if
it is taken in time. Systematic surface treatments
with Tarvia will keep this road in fine condition
indefinitely.

MTarvia is ideal for city and town residential streets
because a Tarvia street is dustless and mudless and
easy to keep clean. Taxpayers like Tarvia streets
because of these features, and also because they
can be maintained very economically. ;

e ————————————— e e

Galt is only one of the scores of Canadian cities
and towns that are solving their street problems
with Tarvia.

If your community is facing any road construec-
tion or re-comstruction problems, or if you require
an efficient dust preventive, road preserver or
patching material, it will certainly pay you to
investigate Tarvia.

Special Service Department

This company has a corps of trained engineers and
chemists who have given years of study to modern
road problems. The advice of these men may be had
for the asking by anyone interested. If you will write
to the nearest office regarding road problems and
conditions in your vicinity, the matter will be given
prompt attention. Booklets free.

;’%,7/)% ¢’ Company
LIMITED

MONTREAL
VANCOUVER

HALIFAX, N. S.

TORONTO WINNIPEG
ST. JOHN, N. B.
SYDNEY, N.S.
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Modern Street Cleaning

The question of clean streets has ever been a
prominent issue in all modern cities and towns,
which look after the health of their communities

and take any pride in the appearance of their

thoroughfares.

In the larger centres where there is considerable
traffic, greater refuse and varied types of pavements,
it becomes a serious problem for the City Engineer or
Street Commission to know and adopt the best and
at the same time the most economical method of
Street Cleaning.

We have become accustomed to see the man with
the Hand Broom on our busy thoroughtares and
possibly, from familiarity, have not stopped to con-
sider what an expensive proposition this is, when
we consider the present high price of labor.

We have seen the Watering Cart or Sprinkler
along our streets, but we have never considered

the disadvantages of this system, of merely wetting
the Streets and leaving all the refuse there.

We may have possibly remarked the ‘‘Flusher,”
with its abnormal amount of water, which washed
everything towards the gutter and down into the
sewers to clog them up and cause an expensive
item of sewer cleaning. :

We have not stopped to consider, we who pay
the taxes, of the ill-effects of too much water on
our pavements. The people who lay the pavements,
will tell yon that the most injurious thing they have
to contend with is the injudicious surplus of water
applied to our pavements, whether asphalt, brick
or block.

There is however, a new system of Street Cleaning
now forcibly brought to our notice and that is ‘The
Elgin,”” illustrations of which are shown herewith.
The Elgin Sweeper is a eombination machine, which
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Sprinkles, Sweeps and Collects. The motto is “‘Use
as little water as possible.”’

The Elgin sprinkles the Streets only sufficiently
to lay the dust. It sweeps all ref.use on to a Con-
veyor, which in turn, carries it into a reoeptacl'e
known as the ‘‘Collecting Hopper’”. There is no
dust, no wet, slimy and’ slippery pavement, ond the
Iriat‘(;ri-al is collected and taken away. There are
1o piles of refuse, left af the curb to be blown around
everywhere.

Tt is the opinion that this System is well WO.I‘th
looking into. It is claimed that Street Cleaning
can be done for 25% to 50% less than under former
conditions, that it is the most sanitary method yet
adopted and the most economical from a point of
Street Cleaning and saving of pavements.

The illustrations, presented herewith, ShOW two
machines; The Elgin and the ‘“Auto Sweeper’’.
The l‘att'e‘r is an auxiliary machine, which sweeps
richt from the gutter, for a path of 7 feet, The

Elgin follows and picks this up, making a swept
path of from 13 to 14 feet.

With the Elgin it is ciaimed that 150,000 square
yards can be swept in one day and with the Elgin
and Auto Sweeper working together from 200,000
to 225,000 square yards in one day.

Many of these machines are in use in the United
States. In Canada, the City of Halifax has pur-
chased an Elgin machine. Montreal made an in-
vestigation and afterwards installed 10 Elgin
Machines and 5 Auxiliary Auto Sweepers. Montreal
is abandoning the manual labor on its Streets and
is successfully demonstrating the mechanical cleaning
method. :

With the present demands of labor it is grad-
ually getting to a point where City Engineers and
Street Commissioners are seeking cheaper and more
effective methods. The Elgin appears to - have
solved a great difficulty and we recommend it to
all up-to-date municipalities. :
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A& Ames s Co.

&stablished 1889
Investment Sccurities

Government :
% - Munieipal and Corporation
“Bonds and Stocks

Members Toronto Stock Sxchange
Orders executed onall principal exchanges on commission

33 King St.West, Joronto
Montreal “NewYork

Birks Building
Vancouver,

Cement --- Sand | =

and

Stone-Testing

In all its Branches.

Architects:
Somervell &
Putnam
Vaacouver, B.C.

E1. Contractors:
NePage,
McKenny & Co.
Seattle, Wash.

--- Our Specialty ---

We have the Largest and Best Equipped L :
Laboratory in Canada. ; “Sterling”’ Rubber Insulated Wire

is used throughout this handsome office building in

Our RESULTS are QUICK and ACCURATE. order to secure that dependability and durability In

the electric circuits which are required in high c¢lass
Emmanuel Mavaut --- Director. building construction.

Ay “Sterling” is a’ general purpose N. E. C. wire suit-
able as to quality for the highest class of construc-
tion and yet sold at a price which brings it within
the reach of all.

Samples and prices on request to our nearest

Milton Hersey Company | [ -

LIMITED. Standard Underground Cable Co.
84 St. Antoine St. 257 Portage Ave. of Canada, Limited.
Montreal Winnipeg Hamilton, Ont.

MONTREATL. TORONTO. SEATTLE.
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A Campaign for Good Roads in Canada

The Canadian Good Roads Associ'atlon is ex?endi
ing its activities to a Domiﬁiqn w1d_e educatl‘ona
campaign with the object of stimulating a more lz]w-
tive interest in the Good Roads .rr}ovement generally,
and in particular to create sufficient public opinion
to influence the provincial apd lopal au‘?horltle% OE)O
take advantage of the Dominion aid of $20,000,000.
For some reason the offer has not been tak.en up as
well as expected. Even the boosting given it by tge
Commissioner (Mr. A. W. Campbell) has not made
it popular, but now that the Good Roads Association
has determined to take up the matter there is every
chance for its success. The pr11}01pa1 _dlfflculty that
the Association has to overcome is the jealousy qf the
provincial authorities who seem to have a chronic re-
sentment against any scheme emanating from (_)ttawa
for the benefit of the citizens generally, partleulax"-
ly when the said scheme is of such a nature that it
should have been taken up, but for one reason or an-
other neglected by the provincial autho;"ltles them-
selves. This is well illustrated in the lfederal Aid
scheme itself. Outside Quebec and Ontario the roads
of Canada are anything but what the_y §hou1d be, t.he
principal reason being that the Provincial Treasuries
are not -overflowing with fundsfé_ind good roa.ds cost
money. The Dominion authorltle,? know this and,
being urged by good road enthusiasts, such as the
Canadian Good Roads Association, offer to subscrﬂge
$20,000,000 for the building of gopd roads on certain
conditions which in effect are, first, that for every
forty cents put up by the Dominion Government the
Provincial authorities must put up sixty cents, and

second, the Dominion authorities must have a voice
t

i ol and management of whatever roads are
i)rilfll‘;evfi%?ltl‘;he aid of Federal funds. Whether these
conditions are good or bad we are not prepared to
say, but we do think the time has come fo.r c_loser co-
ope’ration betewen the Federal and Provincial—and
Municipal—authorities in everything that affeqts the
welfare of the citizens. Canada has a population of

less than nine million, yet she has one Federal, nine
Provinecial and over 3,600 Municipal governments to
control her administration, which means that unless
each unit appreciates and works with the other
units much that would be valuable is wasted. In the
building and maintenance of our roads, highways and
streets the three units are now associated, conse-
quently there should be the closest co-operation be-
tween them though there is a tendency on the part
of both the Federal and Provincial authorities to for-
get that there are rural as well as municipal authori-
ties who know local needs better than either. Be that
as it may, we wish the Canadian Good Roads Associ-
ation every success in its campaign for good roads.

“THE FLOWER CITY.”

There are different means of booming a muniei-
pality, some not very wise, but we certainly congrat-
ulate St. Thomas (Ont.) on the way the local horti-
cultural Society, through its President, Dr. F. E.
Bennet, boosted the city by first winning one of the
principal prizes of the American Gladiolus Associa-
tion at its annual exhibition held in Detroit and sec-
ond by tagging all the flowers sent in by the society
with the legend, ‘“Grown by Members of the Horti-
cultural Society of St. Thomas, the Flower City.”’
We cannot conceive any better way of municipal
advertising than such propaganda as has been car-
ried out by Dr. Bennett and his horticultural friends,
not only through outside exhibitions but in the
streets of St. Thomas itself, which throughout the
season are one mass of bloom, largely through the ef-
forts of the Society, backed up by a small annual
subscription from the ecity council. ““The Flower
City’’ is a beautiful title, but it has been well earn-
ed by St. Thomas and its citizens, particularly when
it is considered that not so very long ago St. Thomas
was very prosaic in its surroundings, but that was
before the time of Dr. Bennett.



298

CANADIAN MUNICIPAL JOURNAL

Viol: XV No: 9

Hydro-Electric and Municipal Co-operation

One of the most striking instances of the value
of a commodity in co-ordinating the forces of muni-
cipal administration is seen today in the Provinee of
Ontario—that commodity being electric energy. But
back of the commodity was, and is, the human dyna-
mo—the then Mayor of London, now Sir Adam Beck.
This man, a local manufacturer, saw through his
mind’s eye the potentiality of public owned elec-
tricity as a means not only of building up the in-
dustries of the province because of cheap power, but
of supplying the homes of farmers as well as the
citizens of the cities and towns with cheap lighting
systems. These potentialities of but a few years back
have by this man become facts today. Ontario to-
day hag the cheapest electric power and lighting in
the world, not because of the great water powers of
the Province but because their development and
their utilization have been controlled for the people
by the people—through the people’s Beck. As though
this were not sufficient, Sir Adam Beck seems deter-
mined that the people own and electrify everything
that runs on rails within the Province, and he is
likely to succeed. Hydro-Electric and Adam Beck

are synonymous terms to the man in the street. This
is a mistaken idea, for Sir Adam Beck would never
have made the success he has in his hydro scheme
without the uunstinted and unselfish aid of a number
of municipal men who like himself believed in its
future—such as T. J. Hannigan of Guelph, W. B,
Burgoyne of St. Catharines, and Mayor Church of
Toronto. These and other men, in season and out of
season, have never lost an opportunity to preach the
one gospel of Hydro, with the result that municipal
Ontario is as closely bound together as it is possible
to conceive. Whatever may be their differences on
other questions, on the public ownership of every-
thing electrie, the urban and rural municipalities of
Ontario are as one unit strong enough to resent the
inroads of private interests, with the one exception of
the Toronto and Niagara Power Company, and it
looks like this interest being eliminated by the simple
process of buying it out. Be that as it may, the
munieipal councils of Ontario have set an example
to the world in public ownership of a great publie
utility.

Housing in Great Britain and Canada

In the Old Country they are solving the problem
of housing in a way that would surely scare our own
administrators. The Imperial Government recently
passed through Parliament a Housing. and Town
Planning Aect which in practice obliges each and
every municipality in the country to provide houses
for every family requiring one. If such an Act was
in force in Canada it would mean a capital expendi-
ture of at least $1,500,000,000 to house the homeless
families—that is, assuming there is a shortage of 50,-
000 tenements (there are more) at a cost of $3,000
apiece. The difficulty is that some local authorities
in Canada are diffident to take up the question seri-
ously, though it is a vital one, for the shortage of

houses has unquestionably been one of the principal .

causes of the increase in the cost of living. In Montreal
distriet, because of a shortage of good houses rentals
have inereased from 50 to 75 per cent within the last
three years, and other cities and towns are propor-
tionately as badly off. The effect of this shortage is
that many families. are-either compelled to pay in
rent a larger proportion of their income than they
can afford or live in comfortless rooms which, to say
the least are not conducive to health. And this in a
country of vast areas. In other words, because of the
shortage of dwellings the citizens of our cities and
towns are today in the hands of the most pernicious
and profiteering system in Canada—Ilandlordism.
This being so it is surely the duty of the local author-
ities to remedy the evil wherever possible, but though
quite a number of councils are already acting in the
matter in a way that cannot help but be of benefit
to their respective communities, there are many coun-
cils still under the impression that the question of
housing is outside their jurisdiction. Town Planning
and Housing are, or should be, just as much a part
of local administration as the eare of the streets. As

a matter of fact the proper control of the community
thoroughfare is but a part of town planning itself,
and certainly no edifices should be allowed to be built
whether they be in the form of public buildings, fac-
tories, offices or private dwellings, unless they con-
form to a general plan of the community.

In an article which appears in ‘‘Housing’’ the offi-
cial organ of the British Ministry of Health, the new

Housing, Town Planning Act is explained as follows :

The passing of the Housing, Town Planning, ete., Act,
1919, is an achievement of the utmost importance. Parlia-
ment has played its part in making the necessary legisla-
tive provision to meet the urgent need for more and better
houses, and the matter now rests in the main with the
local authorities, subject, of course, to the Ministry of
Health, who will do their utmost to assist the local authoro-
ties in their work.

The outstanding feature of the new Act is the absolute
obligation which is now cast upon local authorities to pro-
vide such new houses as are needed in their area, if no/
other agencies are prepared to do 80, this obligation be-
ing, on the one hand, enforced by default powers, and, on
the other, aided by liberal financial assistance, making

' the matter a partnership between the local authority and

the State. :

Besides thus providing for the erection of new houses,
the Act greatly facilitates the clearing of slums, both by
reducing the expense to local authorities of the purchase
of slum areas, and by allowing the cost of clearing to rank
for financial assistance from the State where re-housing
is required.

It would be well that the many details of this Act should
not obscure the large points of policy for which it stands.
Regarded as a vital matter of national well-being, good
housing is perceived to be a condition of national survival,
and the cost of the liberal financial assistance which is
shouldered by the State is a measure of the recognition
of this fact by the national legislature. :

The significance of the new legislation to local authori-
ties is, however, the point upon which it is most important
to dwell. The responeibilities of these bodies have been
considerable in the past, and have been growing more and
more rapidly of recent years. They are now given an
even greater opportunity that they have ever yet had. The
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health and contentment of the people of this land for many
generations to come lies to a large extent in the hands
of the bodies which they themselves elect to manage their
local concerns. It is a test of capacity; it is also a test
of democracy.

Will the local councils rise to their opportunity and justify
the trust which has been placed in them? To judge by
the numbers of schemes which have been prepared, there
is every reason to believe that they will. But it is most
necessary that everyone should fully realise that the re-
sponsibility does not rest with the local councils alone.
Even the best local authorities are the better and the
stronger if an active interest in their proceedings is taken
by the electors, while, on the other hand, if good houses
are not provided wherever needed, if unfit houses are not
made fit, if slums are not cleared, every local elector must
bear his or her share of the blame.

Equally is it the concern of every lo
to think of housing in terms of the present need, b
to the future, and to see to it that the local authority
doing the same. Although it is not to be expected that
every local authority, while engaged in drawing up its
housing scheme, will also prepare a town plan, yet any
building which they may undertake should be considered
in relation to the effect it will have upon the future de-
velopment of the area. The new Act empowers the Minis-
try of Health to require any local authority at any time
to prepare a town plan. It is to be hoped, however, that,
now that the subject is so much in everyone’'s mind, there
will be little need for a central Department to stimulate
or coerce, but that each local authority will make every
possible use of the new powers with which they are en-
trusted with the view of playing their part in making the
England of the future a country of happy, healthy homes.

Acquisition of Land.

To turn to -certain details, it may be pointed out that
among the important alterations in the law brought about
by the Act, is the simplification and cheapening of the ac-
quisition of land for housing purposes. The Local Authori-
ties had already power, with the sanction of the Local
Government Board, to acquire land compulsorily where
they could not obtain it by agreement, but further facili-
ties were needed to make this power fully effective.

The provisions as to the assessment of compensation
are especially important in connection with slum clear-
ances. The heavy prices which had formerly to be paid
by Local Authorities for land coveted by insanitary dwell-
ings was one of the chief obstacles to the improvement of
the poor districts in towns. The new Act, in conjunction
with the Acquisition of Land Bill, will afford much relief
in this respect.

Not only is the price to be paid for such land in future
to be the value of the land as a site cleared of buildings,
but where the land is to be used for re-housing or as an
open space the price will be fixed by officials valuers at a
lower rate than if it were to be used for factories or other
more remunerative purposes. In order that there may be
no unfairness as between Jand owners through this dif-
ferentiation of price according to the purposes for which
the land is to be used, it is provided that, if one portion
of the land so acquired is to be used for re-housing and an-
other portion for business premises, while the valuation
for the two parts will be at different rates, the price for
the whole will be pooled, and all the land owners will be
paid at the same rate. “

Acquisition of Houses.

The new power given to Local Authorities to purchase

houses of any interest therein may increase the provision
There may be

of working-class dwellings in two ways:
cases where a Local Authority can buy and let to working
men suitable houses which would. otherwise not be avail-
able for them. The more frequent use of this power,
however, would no doubt be in the direction of buying
houses at present too large or otherwise unsuitable for the
working classes and no longer useful for other purposes
and converting them into flats.

It is also to be noted that a Liocal Authority may contract
for the purchase or lease to them of houses suitable for
the working classes, whether built at the date of the con-
tract or intended to be built thereafter.

cal elector not only
ut to look
is

House Ownership.
Tor those who prefer to own rather than rent a house,
increased facilities are given by the new Act.
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By the amendments to the Small Dwellings Acquisition
Act, a Local Authority or a County Council, can now lend
up to 85 per cent. of the value of any house not exceeding
in value £800, to enable any person resident in the district
to buy the house in which he lives or intends to live.

Another method, however, of attainirig the same object
is provided by section 15 (1) (d) of the Act, under which
a Local Authority may, with the consent of the
Ministry of Health, sell any houses acquired or erected
by them on the land under a scheme, and may agree to
the payment of part of the price being secured by a mort-
gage on the premises.

It is an important qualification to the latter power that
it must be a condition of such sale that the houses shall
not be used by any person for the time being having any
interest in them for the purpose of housing persons in
his employment.

Improvements and Repairs.

Reference has already been made to the cheaper terms
upon which it will now be possible to obtain land for slum
clearances. This eases the obligation which rests upon
Local Authorities to wipe out of existence the slum areas
and the unfit houses which are incapable of improvement
and to take steps for the improvement of those which need'
it and are capable of it. It is to be remembered that
while outside London, Town .and Urban District Councils
are the authorities concerned under Part 1, of the Act of
1890 in the clearing of slum areas, not only they, but, the
Rural District Council, also, are responsible under Part II of
the Act of 1890 for minor clearances and for closing and
whAere necessary, demolishing unfit houses and for removing:
buildings which gravely interfere with proper ventilation
or are otherwise obstructive.

B){ means of their powers of closing houses and of pre-
vgntmg nuisances, the Local Authorities could always in-
sist upon the remedying of many evils in working-class
d-wellings,. They can, if such a dwelling is not reasonably
fit ff)x: human habitation, serve a notice upon the owner
requiring him, within a reasonable time, to do such work
as may be necessary, but it is, of course, important in the
present exceptional circumstances, that discretion be used
in the demands which authorities make upon owners.

Moreover, a Local Authority may lend money to a house
owner to enable him to carry out such work as may be
necessary for the reconstruction, enlargement or improve-
ment of a house or building to make it suitable as a dwell-
ing for the working classes.

Government Publications.

In order to assist everyone concerned in i
fletails of the new Act, the Ministry of Healr?t?sattizu;ogrirtg?
ing out a four-page leaflet, setting out briefly its princi-
pal provisions. A copy of this leaflet is being sent to
each member of Local Authorities. A booklet has also
been prepared by the Ministry, and is being published b
them in conjunction with the Ministry of Reconstructioi
as one' of the series of “Reconstruction Problems,” entitled
“Housing: The Powers and Duties of ILocal Au’thorities 1

8,000 MILES OF RURAL TELEPHONE CO
IN SASKATCHEWAN. SIRHETION

Rural telephone construction this year in i
oho the pr

Saskatchewan is stated by Mr. D. C. McNab to pbg‘;llxilgﬁt(l)f
%bov'e normal, with condition healthy and prospects br'ighl?r
‘While thgre have been years,” said Mr. McNab, ‘“4n whicﬁ
?;lo:ef raprzl 5develop_ment has been made, it is estimated

at from 7,500 to 8,000 new telephone mil i
pleted this year.” D o

“The statement has frequently been T
possible to forecast the development inh:a::i%ytgsttclvtw;s l‘m;i
therefore not practical to plan comprehensively fo;' aflt
future growth. Unfortunately, places in this country h o
b}een unplanned from the beginning, and by treating ada:i‘;e
tions and developments in piecemeal fashion, a ch %
grov‘fth has occurred, resulting in the above er;'oneou a(ZItlc
ductl‘on‘ The leading cities in the United States havz 3
cognized the dangers and harmful consequences of o
regulated expansion, and have been adopting regulat‘un-
as to use, districts and building restrictions.”—Sask s
wan Municipal Department. - s o
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The Board of Commerce

According to a statement published on September 4
by the new Board of Commerce in answer to certain
criticisms that it has not sufficient power to be effec-
tive in putting down profiteering wherever it may be
found, two members (Judge Robson and Mr. F. T.
O’Connor, K. C.) are evidently satisfied that it
have all the power necessary. Be that as it may the
proof of their statement will be in results. In the
United States the authorities seem determined to
punish the profiteer. In Great Britain, too, the pro-
fiteer is having a hard time, for he is treated sum-
marily by the local magistrates who show him no
merey, and it remains for the Commerce Board to
show just cause for its existence by doing something
to satisfy the citizens that the day of the profiteer in
Canada is over.

Part of the Statement sent out by Commerce Board
reads as follows:

“The Board possesses wide and ample powers and these
it proposes to fearlessly exercise. Tts efforts not all of

which it can now or ever publicly disclose, are already
bearing fruit, as reference to the market reports appear-
ing daily in the public press will make apparent. The Board
would add that in its judgment prices are bound to quick-
ly and substantially fall and it cannot too seriously im-
press upon the business community this fact. The citizens
of Canada have had to compete in a world market for
products, food especially, which have been produced prac-
tically at their doors. The prices realizable for export trade
have dominated the home market. Within the last 24
hours, Mr. Hoover, in a statement at Paris, has drawn at-
tention to the fact that wharves and warehouses in north-
ern European ports are overflowing with foodstuffs, prin-
cipally meats and dairy products, and that for these there
is no immediate market. The end of the export period
in these commodities, is, therefore, in sight, and since this
is so, the excuse that food products are held for export
will no longer be accepted. . Such stocks will have to be
placed upon the Canadian market, If those who hold
them hold them too long, the stocks are likely to be put
upon the market in such a manner as to produce a glut,
with the - inevitable consequences. The Board would pre-
fer that it should not become necessary for it to exercise
its compulsory functions, so that it takes this opportunity
of calling upon all whom these remarks may concern to
forthwith reduce their storage stocks of food.”

Police

In the old country the police have not been as suc-
cessful in their strikes as was anticipated by the
leaders. As a matter of fact in each case the local
strike was a fiasco and largely because the men, in
spite of agitators, realized that the very conditions
under which they were engaged “‘for the protection of
life and property,’” not only barred them from taking
part in general strikes as strikers, but that at such a
time their oath called for more vigilance on their
part. Even in those cities where strikes did take
place the proportion of strikers was small. Accord-
ing to the Home Secretary the numbers were :—

1,056 in the Metropolitan area out of 19,000.

57 in the City of London out of 1,170.

952 in Liverpool out of 2,100.

118 in Birmingham out of 1,256.

106 in Birkenhead.

63 in Bootle, and
1 in Wallasey. ‘

This same official in referring to a police strike
stated that such was ‘‘a definite act of mutiny on the
part of the police, who had broken their oaths, and
failed in their duty to their fellowman.”’

In Canada the police strikes were no more suc-
cessful than in Great Britain, though hardly for the
same reason. Outside the North-West Mounted
. Police, whose splendid efficiency is the result of the
high standard of duty and keen sense of public
duty impregnated into every man as soon as he dons
the well known uniform, and one or two wurban
forces whose chiefs by precept and example daily
visualize the police ‘‘Text’’ books, there is a ten-
dency on the part of the average policeman in this
‘country to place himself on a par with the layman
worker. That he is just as much a factor in the good
government of the city or town in which he may be
located as is any member of the council, and even
more so than most of the officials, does not seem to
enter his mind as it should do, with the consequence
that he becomes dissatisfied with his lot, and soon he
is ready to join the striking fraternity. He seems
to forget that his case is different from that of the

Strikes

average worker whose lot is one long keen struggle
against the nightmare of poverty. If every working
man could have the same assurance as has the police-
man of a decent living for himself and family all
the year round and the same assurance from want
in the time of sickness and old age there would be
more contentment in the land. It is the grey night-
mare of want and poverty that is ever before the
mind’s eye of the working-man father that makes
him old before his time; a state of mind that the
policeman is free from because of his sick benefits
and old age pensions. It is true that in becoming
a policeman a man loses much of his self-determina-
tion,”” but such is the trend of democracy towards
collectivism and paternalism that individualism will
soon lose its potency, meaning that the police system
of today is to a large extent anticipating the general
industrial system of tomorrow.

A UNION OF MUNICIPALITIES FOR THE PRO-

VINCE OF QUEBEC.

At a répresentative meeting of municipal executives of
_the Province of Quebec, called by the Hditor of this
Journal and held in Montreal under the chairmanship of
Ald. Dixon, pro-Mayor of Montreal, it was decided to
form a union of municipalities for the Province, those
bresent forming themselves into a general committee to
draft a constitution and present same to a convention
to be held. in October. The resolution which launched
the new union was proposed by Mayor Leclair and
seconded and supported by Mayor Prieur of Pointe-aux-
Trembles and Mayor Thurber of Longueuil and read as
follows: :

“That this meeting of municipal executives of the Pro-
vince of Quebec, being desirous that a municipal union
be formed for the Province without delay, resolve that
the delegates present form themselves into a committee
for the purpose of drafting a constitution to be laid be-
fore a convention of municipal executives to be called
during the week previous to the opening of the Provin-
cial- Legislature;

“That the said convention be held in the city of Mont-
real, and that a program be prepared and proper arrange-
ments be made to make the convention a success;

“That Mr., Omer Chaput be asked to act as secretary
of the committee.” :

A full report of the meeting will be given in the October
issue.
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WHY I BELIEVE IN GOOD ROADS.

“I live in a rural community. All the interests are purely
agricultural. I have always been an enthusiast for go.od
roads. I am a banker and have frequently fa_lle.n out with
my orthodox brothers in that I am always \VV1111_ng to !oqn
money to a customer to buy an automobile, if his cre;dxt is
good, as it is sure to make a road booster out of him.

I am an enthusiast for two reasons. First, I enjoy good
roads. Second, getting a man interested in the good roads
movement makes a better citizen of him. When our tqwn
was living in the mud and grimy conditions before bgmg
paved, a man was careless of his appefu'ance. As the im-
provements reached the residence districts, the lawps were
brightened, flowers came into bloom, fences were fixed ux‘),
houses were painted and the good man was & Il.ttle more
careful about his clothes and his personal cleanliness 'and4
appearance. His mind was on the appez.xra_nc.e of thmgs}
and when you once centre the mind of an 1ndlv1duall on the
appearance of things, you make a better.man of hlm,.be-
cause if he is clean on the outside, he will also be a little
cleaner on the inside.

When a farming community gets good roads, as you.gcj
from the pavement of your city onto the.broad wmdn};,
boulevard to the country, you will note the 1mprov‘ement in
the houses on the farms that are adjacent to the improved
highway. Barns are painted the fences are good theTr;m—
chinery shining, the stocfl looks more cont('ented. ey
are better stock. Some thought has been given to thefl:
selection and if you turn in the roadway to_the man’s
door, he comes to meet you with a smile on his face and
with a real welcome, because he has become more broad
minded and he is really glad to see you. AfFer he got an
auto and had good roads to travel over, Jhis commntllxt);
was enlarged. He met people in different walks .of Ilf:e air;(
his associates were not limited to his farmer friends. .e
found, as men who travel about will,. tha._t all men"au‘eS
brothers, that the spirit of good will exists in all walks od
life, that the rich and poor, the great and th.e small shoul‘
have one idea of living and that is to make !xfe more pleas-
ant for the other fellow and thereby fqr hlmsglf. He be-
comes a better man to do business with. - His abxlxtyHt.(f
go to church is widened. His children attend schoo}. is
wife is able to appear more daintily govylleq. She is able
to take her place with her sisters who live in the .c1ty, as
far as appearance is concerned, and her husband is more
proud of her. So it makes the city and the countr){ mor(;
homogeneous, a united country, one peqple.and the ?g.e 0
mankind over all.”’—C: L. MacKenzie, President, Washing-

ton State Good Roads Association.

HAS CIVILIZATION FAILED?

Social conditions as observed i'n the Old ‘Country moved
the heart and pen of a recent writer to say:

“mhe living in their houses, and in t’heir gr.aves tvhfe dead,
are challenged by every babe that dies of 1n'nutr11tmn, by
every girl that flies the sweater’s den to the nightly plrom-
enade of Piccadilly, by every fvvc.)rked-out. toiler that p unﬁ-
es into the canal. The food this managing c{ass eats, the
wine it drinks, the shows it makes, and the fine _clothes it
wears, ‘are challenged by 8,000,000 ‘moqths which h;ve
never had enough to fill them, and by twice 8,000,000 ‘:r)l?h ies
which have been, sufficiently_ clothed. and housed. ; (:)re
can be no mistake. Civilization has increased n{lans pro-
ducing power an hundred ff)ld; yet through mlsmanage;i
ment the men of civilization ilve worse than the beasts, an
have less to eat and wear and. protect them frorp the ele-
ments than the savage in a frigid climate nyl’o lives today
as he lived in the stone age, 10,000 years ago. i / .

Isn’t civilization a failure when §uch, tl}mgs can be
truly written? But it is not an Englxsh, it is a Canadian
poet—Bliss Carman—who has written:

i i he may strive,
There is no man alive, however' '
Allowed to own the work of his own hands;
Landlords and waterlords at all the roads and fords
Taking their tolls, imposing their commands.

Not until he is m_a;de the lord of his own trade
Can any man be glad or strong or free;‘
There looms the coming war: “Which captain are you for,
The Chartered Wrong, or Christ and Liberty ?”
—The Square Deal.
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ROADS AS WAR MEMORIALS.

In 1917 this Journal advocated the building of a National
Road across Canada as a war memorial, and though the
scheme was not accepted in its entirety yet the publicity
given to it by the press did create a larger interest in the
Good Road movement and was a factor in inducing the
Dominion Government in donating the sum of $20,000,000
for the purpose of building main roads. In the Old Coun-
try the idea of building roads as war memorials is now
being taken up, as the following taken from the Surveyor
(London) indicates:— i

“At an opportune moment, when everybody is wondering
how best to commemorate the Great Victory and Peace,
there is issued from the office of “The King's Highway” a
suggestive pamphlet entitled “Roads of Remembrance as
War Memorials.” It is pointed out that the first principle
of such a memorial should be that all can participate in
any benefits which it confers, and, secondly, that it should
be of a permanent character. Roads and bridges comply
with both conditions. The present is a unique opportunity
to remove the reproach that British highways lack: dig-
nity and adornment in comparison with the roads of many
Continental towns and districts.

Briefly, the objects which it is hoped to obtain are:—
(1) The transformation of suitable existing highways to
the dignity of Roads of Remembrance, adoned with trees;
and

(2) The organization of the building of highways of ex-
ceptional dignity and beauty, with open spaces at inter-
vals, as special memorials of the Great War.

How are these things to be accomplished: There are
two obvious methods—the one collective and the other in-
dividual. By the former a confraternity of service must
be brought together—the Government to sanction and sub-
sidize, the Road Board to advise, councils working shoul-
der to shoulder to construct and maintain, landowners gen-
erously meeting the authorities half-way by selling what is
required, or, it may be, generously giving wayside land
or offering to give memorial parks.

Individual road users may also lend a hand, as is well
pointed out by Mr. Rees Jeffreys. They can make sug-
gestions to the Government authorities and the local
bodies, and can start local movements with the object of
carrying out local schemes. For example, a road requires
to be widened. The widening might be rendered possible,
by public subscription and with the co-operation of the
landowners, as a war memorial. The site of the improve-
ment could be indicated by a memorial stone, which wouid
record that

“This road, for a distance of 200 yards, was
widened by public subscription as a memorial of
the War of 1914-1919.”

There is a memorial that would last for all time, and would
keep ever fresh among succeeding generations who used
the road the great efforts of the past four years. Decor-
ative treatment of the widened portions would also enable
individual heroes to be commemorated by direction signs,
trees, fountains, lamps and other adornments,

In'a useful appendix definite schemes are suggested for
various parts of the country.

ROAD AND RAIL ECONOMICS.

“There is one point in regard to building roads that are’
to be primarily a part of a general transportation system,
which is perhaps worthy of note. A railroad is a private
corporation, built to make money and pay dividends on the
investment. The actual acres of land forming the right
of way as well as the track, rolling stock and other ma-
terial are all private property. On the other hand, high-
ways are, with very few exceptions, public property, built
with public funds and maintained at public expense by
means of some form of direct or indirect taxation. The
individual user of a road doés not pay any direct fee,
other than general taxes, for that use. What he does pay
is not in the nature of a tariff on the amount and fre-
quency of his shipments, as is the case with his payments
to the railway companies, but may bear no relation what-
ever to his use, as a shipper, of the highway facilities.
There is thus a fundamental difference between the econo-
mic foundation of a railway line and the economic founda-
tion of the road or system of roads which needed to serve
that railway.—Prof. C. J. Tilden. .
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Municipal Statistics in the Province of Quebec

G. E. MARQUIS (Director of Statistics).

In a very able paper given before the Nova Scotia Muni-
cipal Convention under the title of “Municipal Organiza-
tion and Statistics in the Province of Quebec,” Mr. G. E.
Marquis, the Provincial Statistician after outlining the
municipal administration took up the municipal statistics
of his province. On this subject Mr. Marquis spoke with au-
thority, for since the creation of the department under his
charge Quebec has the most up-to-date Provincial Bureau
of Statistics in Canada, so that the following excerpt taken
from his paper will serve to show not only the value of
statistics in their general application, but in particular
to municipal affairs:—

“The Province of Quebec has been gathering municipal
statistics for over fifty years, but until 1915 their compass
was rather limited; at the most they contained only the
elements now to be found in the new form of report.

This enlargement of municipal statistics became pos-
sible with the organization of the Bureau of Statistics of
the Province of Quebec, and the gathering and co-ordinat-
ing of several other kinds of information expressed in fig-
ures as well as agricultural and dairy statistics; the class-
ification and publication of educational statistics, those
relating to the financial position of school corporations:
the judicial statistics relating to all courts of justice, to
registrars, sheriffs and coroners; those of co-operative
people’s banks for farmers and for workmen in cities and
towns; of insane asylums, prisons, reformatory and in-
dustrial schools, hospitals, homes, orphanages and other
charitable institutions.

But to return to Municipal Statistics, I think it my duty
to observe that our questionnaire rather closely resembles
the classification suggested by the Union of the Canadian
Municipalities which have devoted in the past much atten-
tion to a Federal system of municipal statistics. I fully
understand that the same form cannot always be suit-
able for both rural and urban municipalities and seems too
elaborate for the former and incomplete for the latter,
owing to the many services in cities and towns not to be
found "in the country parts. But there is a beginning

everywhere, and to seek for perfection at once would be
unreasonable and entail the risk of never getting anything
at all. On the other hand, we have to reckon with the
secretary-treasurers who do not always keep books ac-
cording to a well detailed and particular system for each
service. Therefore, our form is but an outline which can
be extended at will, without losing its initial shape and
without lack of consecutiveness in gathering information
already compiled. It is well known that the value of sta-
tistics depends upon their truthfulness and accumulation.
In order to ascertain whether progress is being made and
to measure stages of development, thoroughly identical
landmarks are needed, for, otherwise, no reasonable com-
parison could be made.

It is, moreover, possible in zonjunction with our De-
partment of Municipal Affairs, to draw up, for cities and
towns, mcre extended forms giving detailed information
regarding the various urban services, such as waterworks
and sewers, firemen, policemen, deliquents, schools, pub-
lic sanitation, street-cars, light, as well as a more com-
plete statement of the finances of the same municipali-
ties. These changes will not, however, in any way, affect
the forms now used by us, they will merely extend them
and give them a development which will be the conse-
quence of a municipal condition peculiar to cities and
towns.

I shall now pass on to the manner in which the Bureau
of Statistics proceeds to obtain this information from the
1,242 municipalities of the province and the steps to be
taken for assuring the success of this work.

It has often been rightly said that the secretary-treasur-
er of a municipality is the soul of the corporation, be-
cause the permanence of his position gives him an oppor-
tunity for acquiring great experience which he can place
at the disposal of the local administrators, enabling the
latter to better follow the precepts of the law, to prevent
certain irregularities from assuming a concrete form and
to correct such as might have crept in through inadvert-
ence.

From the standpoint of municipal statistics these offi-
cers are the pivot-bolt of the municipal machine. But,
with all his good will and zeal, a secretary cannot sup-
ply information he does not possess. It is therefore neces-
sary that provision be made, in the municipal laws, for
the gathering of statistics. The assessors should be  the
first to supply accurate and varied information about
everything connected with municipal organization, such
as: Classification of land, roads, population, separate va-
luation of lands and improvements. To that end a model
of a valuation roll, before being sent out, should be ap-
proved by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council; this is the
only way to insure uniformity for a same class of muni-
cipalities.

The same applies to the yearly statistical report which
the secretary has to send to the Provincial Government.
It should be compulsory, but rather easy to make out in
order that the municipalities may perform this duty. Ow-
ing to variety in book-keeping, it is not always possible
to answer questions and it is, no doubt, difficult, in some
cases, to meet the government’s requriements; but, with
a little willingness, the secretaries ‘nearly always manage
to give the figures asked for, by grouping them in certain
ways. In the United States, field agents are employed to
help secretaries who find it difficult to make out these sta-
tistics. A single lesson from these officers may suffice to
enlighten certain secretaries who lack expericence and
skill rather than willingness.

In Quebec, we send out duplicate report forms to all the
municipalities, either in French or in English, according
to the language spoken by the secretary, about the 15th
December of each year. MThese forms must be filled out
and sent back before the following 1st February, except in
the case of some cities and towns whose fiscal yvear does
not correspond to the calendar year.

‘When received, these reports are checked by a special
officer and, if there ar flagrant contfadictions with pre-
vious reports, or if the report is incomplete or erroneous
on its very face, it is returned with a request for expla-
nation.
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The Making of Citizens

Citizen Opinion as to How Training In Citizenship Might
Be Made More Effective:
Through the Home.

“Peach children that ‘civility’ does not mean “servihty.’
Strict obedience should also be taught. Outside of the
teaching of honesty and truthfulness, there are, to my
mind, no things better that can be tajught th_e. youth ’to
help him in making a good and desirable citizen than

dience and civility.” §
Ob‘(?Education of any kind naturally starts at home, and }t
is to the home and its surroundings that we xpust look if
decent citizens are to be obtained. The growing boy and
girl in our city is, in the majority of cases, k‘n'ought. up to
look upon the Mayor and Council as a c_“)llectu?n ofdmcotmh—
petents and possible grafters. .I'athers. an mo -1
ers must be forced to take a greater interest in municipa
affairs and obtain a true viewpoint of the ‘personal worth
of their representatives, if this condition 18 to be reme-

ied.” ,

CllEa‘Informed citizenship, by educating one’s ‘self gs 1&2
municipal and national life and government,.sh?’ul ma
public life clean, free from graft and corruptilon. 7 i

“Cultivate at home and at school, by te'achmg, y et"o .
ple,—a feeling of local pride and patrxotlsm. not §ﬁcli nw
or sectarian, but general—so that every child Wl‘."t n&e
that he and she can do much to improve and assis
Through the School. Sen

“Are not the children being put through :fﬁhggl lélan 2
same way as a flock of sheep would be washe f. e
system be introduced by which the‘ 'chara?ltlerbeo e ‘h,
its disposition, peculiarities and a\_:blllt)r" leN P
it passes up from one grade to another? ou .

a child some self-consciousness and produce Dbetter re-
sults ?” ; i
o is ct body is fundamental,
A sound, well nourished, ere b S

else much effort may be x;fﬁztfd.

attention to health of child. 3 i :

m(‘)‘!;ut male teachers of high idealsbm ?,ur schools who
i to boys.

t an example of manlmesg . i g
ca‘rsze improve education in citizenship, .co-opeta.tel‘wzt)}&
the teachers of History in the'Toronto .I-I_1g‘ha§((:1hc})5c)1§m2n_
Collegiate Institutes. The subject of C1v1c:,t. s
tary Economics should receive more attentio
does.” ; 3 i

“The average child leaves school with almost no know

i i i d, and by whom.
how his home city is governed, ! ;
e OfVVould it not be possible to arrange for the alder

Municipal Statistics in ngbec——G’ontir;ie(iil.ed &
When all the reports have come in, thc.ay' are - D %
definite order. The county municipa‘ln‘cles are ?.rra,ng‘e

:Ip:abetically and the local municipahtlle; f)o:m;rllgor%‘gt
i i i abetic r,
municipality are also in alp
Ofleaaézl;n:ge other. At the end of each chapter 0; tat;le,
ghe totals per counties are grouped together and the s a-
istics of cities and towns, independent of qounty munici-
et it re also summed up alphabetically in or.d?r to re-
Ic)::)littljféti the previous pages. All these additions are
i f i Machine.
i e Burrough’s Adding
pr;);edr;v%?t t}1ha4:)pens to be missing at the last m'ome‘nt, vj/e
thenarepgoduce the one of the last year for whxch_lt was
given.
According to the Que
Statistics Report must

bec Municipal Law, the “Municipal
be presented to the Legislat}lre

within fifteen days from the oper‘;ing of tile annuall‘ sresg;?;.
their being published a z?:n earlie te,

; Thogolx('l iﬁ:igifce, in the “Official Gazette,” so as to give
i mptly as possible the information askez.i .for by many
?)Seox;)ﬁg fspecially regarding the financial position of muni-

Cl?l?l'lxlu:s.sta—xtistics are afterwards distributed to all muni-
cipalftsies so that they may better see, everﬁf .year, 'Egg
they stand and be compelled to reflef:t upon t ent- p?.sl t(;
They may also realize tha.t. by paying more _at en mn-t
their bookkeeping and statistics; by publishing accurate
i?l)g;:rslegz ;};t only do they clearly show 'the cost of the
various municipal services, but they also m'terest the en-
lightened public /in. their a.ffa,il“:.;, and, by hav.lng l?etter cre-
dit, they will.de,yelop more easily and qlso victoriously and

peacefully fulfil their destiny.

e state of their finances and on their de-

men of the various wards to visit the schools at certain
times during their tenure of office and thus become known
to the rising generation of voters?”

“Short talks on ‘How Our City is Governed’ should be
given the senior scholars, by men and women who are not
teachers, but who are actively engaged in some phase of
municipal work.”

“The great value of the Technical Schools should be em-
phasized and they should be made even more attractive.”

“There can be no true, loyal citizenship apart from Bible
teaching. Bible teaching should have a definite place in
the school, also in teachers’ examinations.”

“All children born under the protection of the British
flag should be classed as British subjects and taught in
national schools, under the management of a Commission,
the duties of citizenship, and the system of municipal and
state government, independent of any sect or creed.”

“Insist on obedience to constituted authority. As there
is such a lamentable lack of discipline in home training, it
should be given in the schools—military training for all
boys of between 16 and 20 years of age, also a modified
form of military training for girls.”

“Would teach children in school to co-operate with
householders in making this a ‘city beautiful’ Destruc-
tion of flowers, lawns, fences, etc., should be considered
a serious offence.”

“A school farm where pupils might be taken as students,
not sent as prisoners, would mean the salvation of many
misguided lads who finish their careers in bank-robbery.”

. Through the Community at Large.

“Every facility and encouragement should be given to
public discussion through the establishment of community
centres or otherwise. Addresses on Citizenship should be
delivered and instruction classes for those applying for
citizenship papers should be organized.”

“Proper and adequate areas must be supplied for out-
door sports, where citizens may mix. For instance, North
Toronto in many square miles has no ball grounds. Build-
ings for clubs to keep boys off the streets ought to Pbe
built and properly supervised.”

“If the alien (enemy or otherwise) is to continue in our
midst, as he likely will, I would suggest the adoption of a
very definite plan of compulsory education for him, whe-
ther he is young or old, in English and in the manners,
customs and institutions of our country.”

Would closer co-operation between the home and school
make for the advancement of both agencies?

Could this be accomplished by greater use of our schools
as community centres and an extension of the work being
done at present by the Home and School Leagues? —
Bureau of Municipal Research, Toronto.

THE BONUS EVIL AND ITS EFFECTS.

Of the resolutions adopted by the Union of Canadian
Municipalities at its annual meeting in Kingston none is
worthy of more attention than the resolution against the
subsidizing of local industries by means of bonuses, grants
of free sites, or exemption from taxation. The Provincial
Governments are to be asked to enact legislation prevent-
ing this wasteful competition among municipalities. Few
ambitious urban municipalities can plead innocence in this
matter. Hamilton is one of many which have sacrificed
too much for the sake of industrial expansion. High tax
rates form one unpleasant effect of the bonusing abuse.

There is a law on the Ontario statute book designed .to
check the industrial bonus evil, but it is commonly evaded,
and when municipalities violate it they do not find it hard
to get the Legislature to legalize their violations of it.
A stop should be put to this practice. If the law were im-
partially enforced and no exceptions made, there would be
less temptation on the part of municipal councils to offer
bribes to industrial promoters to open plants in towns will-
ing to pay for them.

Unhappily, it too often happens that the manufacturers
who have to be subsidized to locate in a place must even-
tually be further subsidized to prevent them removing
later to some town which holds out better inducements.—
The Hamilton Herald.
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Citizens’ Research Institute of Canada

Under the title of the “Citizens’ Research Institute of
Canada,” a national organization has been formed based
on the principles underlying the Toronto Bureau of Muni-
cipal Research. One would say from its first bulletin,
that the new organization is in fact a branching out of
the Toronto organization. The provisional trustees are
the officers of the local Bureau and the Director (Dr. Ho-
race L. Brittain) is the same in both organizations. The
Toronto Bureau has been in existence eight years during
which time it has done excellent constructive work in bring-
ing before the citizens of the Queen City expert evidence
of the workings of the local administration, not only in
municipal government but in school government in such
a way that the lay men could easily understand. The
fact that the gentlemen who control this successful bu-
reau are behind the larger scheme is sufficient evidence
that it will be a success, particularly when the Director is
Dr. Brittain, who is no theorist but a man who in addition
to common sence (a virtue not too common in the public
life of Canada) has a profound knowledge of the fundamen-
tals of municipal government as applied to this Dominion.
At present the headquarters of the new organization are
at Bank of Hamilton Building but these will be moved
shortly to Ottawa.

The idea of the new institute as given in its first bulle-
tin is as follows:—

“The institute is a Dominion-wide organization of citizens
est-™lished (1) to obtain, in an unbiased and non-partisan
manner, the fact basis underlying the administration of
the people’s affairs in the Dominion, the provinces and the
municipalities, and of community interests in general, and
(2) through the publication and discussion of such facts
to create a well-informed citizenship.

“The complexity and many-sided interests of modern
life make it impossible for the average citizen to devote
the time and money necessary for securing for himself
the fact basis above mentioned. A group of citizens, how-
ever, by joining forces, can get this work done not only
for themselves, but for the citizens as a whole. That this
is necessary may be illustrated by the fact that even in
the larger municipal fields, where citizens are right = on
the ground, it has been found impossible to keep in touch
with the civic government, and in many places Bureaus
of Municipal Research and similar organizations have
been established to keep the citizens informed about their
city’s business. If such research organizations are neces-
sary in the municipal field, how much greater must be the
provincial and national fields?

“At present a very real unrest exists in the industrial,
social and political phases of our national life. The only
way to remove is to discover and remedy the causes. The
institute, by obtaining, in the unbiased spirit of research
the pertinent facts in relation to the various phases of
community life and presenting them in a form easily assi-
milated by the people, should assist in promoting clear
thinking and effective action in this connection.

“Some of the objects are:—

“(a) To ascertain, collect, classify, analyze, correlate,
interpret and publish facts in connection with or relating
to public administration and community affairs, in order
that the people may have accurate information from an
unprejudiced source, independent of any government (Do-
minion, provincial and municipal), all publicity being given
in the spirit of research;

“(b) To assist in the establishment of local Bureaus of
Municipal Research, Citizens’ Research Institutes, - or
similar associations, when requested to do so by ecitizens
of any municipality;

“(e) To act as a central organization and clearing house
for local bureaus, institutes or similar associations, thus
ensuing mutual assistance and co-operation amongst them.
For instance, all material gathered by local institutes would
be supplied to the Canadian institute. Any such material
considered of general interest and importance could be
given Dominion-wide circulation by the institute.

“The fundamental work of the institute will be to give
the widest publicity to the results of research on all great
public questions of general interest. Some of the work the
institute might undertake would be:—

‘“‘a) To conduct national, provincial and local surveys
of government departments, and assist public officials in
the re-organization of their departments where necessary;

i

“(b) To conduct studies of public and semi-public in-
stitutions, and assist boards of directors in the organization
or reorganization rendering community service;

“(c) To make available to small communities thorough-
going studies of their needs.

(Note.—All such work would be done at cost.)

“(d) To gather and analyze facts regarding our na-
tional experiences and those of other countries in order to
make possible the formulation of a far-reaching and intelli-
gent policy on such questions as: Education, immigration,
civil service reform, organization of industry, taxation
and assessment, the relation of government to the people,
and vice versa. : :

“(e) To promote the movement toward the standardi-
zation of municipal, provinecial and national accounting,
which would, among other things, make possible the trust-
worthy comparison of statistics;

“(f) To act as a clearing house of information so that
the experience gained in a new departure in any part of
the Dominion, or in other countries, could be made avail-
able to governments, organizations of citzens and private
citizens throughout Canada.

Methods of Conduéting Work.

“(a) The institute will be governed by a8 -board ‘of
trustees elected by and from the members at the annual
meeting. The trustees will have the general control of the
activities of the institute. No trustee shall receive any re-
muneration for his services. No paid official of a Do-
minion, provincial or municipal government can hold the
position of trustee. The institute will be supported entire-
ly by voluntary contributions. g

“(b) The director, or chief executive officer, is appoint-
ed by the trustees to act at their pleasure. ‘He will be
charged with the actual carrying on of the researches and
the publicity based thereon.

“(c) The director will have at the beginning a small
permanent staff. Then, as occasion demands, specialists
in engineering, accounting and finance, education, health,
sociology, ete., will be gathered together, either by borrow-
ing them from local institutes or engaging, temporarily,
men outside of the research field. When ‘the work of the
institute develops sufficiently it will carry its own special-
ists in each of these fields. :

“The institute’s reports and other bublications will ' be
sent to an extensive mailing list of citizens, citizen organ-
izations, public libraries and similar bodies throughout the
Dominion. The published results of the institute’s work will
be sent to all the Canadian newspapers and publications
of importance. Since the reports will be of national inter-
est and will contain material with ‘news value, their re-
publication may be counted upon. The institute’s reports

and other publications will be supplied to any citizen upon
request.”

INFANT MORTALITY AT LETCHWORTH.

“It is an interesting fact to record that during the event-
ful and difficult year of 1918 the infant mortality rate in
Letchworth was 30 per 1,000 births. This is the lowest
figure it has ever reached (in 1917 it was 36), and is not
by any means due to a low birth-rate., In fact the birth-
rate has not fallen so much as in the rest of the country.

. The experts in these matfers distinguish between prevent-

able and non-preventable deaths, and say that, so far as
our present knowledge goes, when all the preventable
deaths are eliminated, the death rate will be at about 30,
The Letchworth figures tend to confirm this, for there
was only one death from a breventable cause, i.e., pneu-~
monia, the other deaths being due to causes over which
we seem to have no control.

This highly satisfactory figure for the industrial popula-
tion of Letchworth provides further evidence of the enor-
mous social value of the garden city principle of town de-
velopment.”

"I'_he above taken from “Garden Cities and Town Plan-
rnmg," n)ust be gratifying to Mr. Thomas Adams, the Hous-
ing adviser to the Government, for the particular reason

t}?a't it was as manager of this comr}lunity Mr. Adams made
his reputation.
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Why Have We a Housing Problem in Great Britain ?*

By W. A. Appleton
Secretary of The General Federation of (British) Trade
Unions.

The fact of the Housing Problem is apparent to all. The
reasons for it are not so apparent. The face 1s glaringly
and patently obvious. The reasons remain obscured, partly
because of the British tendency to evade, rather than to in-
vestigate, unpleasant facts, and partly because politicians,
having made mistakes, are unable or afraid to attempt recti-
fication.

The situation is so intolerable, however, that neither na-
tional tendencies nor political susceptibilities can be any
longer considered. Platitudes and promises and confisca-
tory theories fail to satisfy the returned soldler seeking
shelter or the woman whose maternal instincts demand a
home for herself and the child she expects. Something
has to be done, and done quickly. Revolution is not a ni?e
word, but there has got to be a revolutionary change in
the attitude towards housing.

Why is there a shortage of houses? The more frequently
we ask ourselves this question, and the more reariessly we
face and investigate the answer, the sooner we snall escape
from our deplorable position.

Twenty years ago, there was no serious shorrage. Supply
kept pace, at least approximately, with demand. There
were, indeed, thousands of houses to let in c_lifferent par.ts
of the country, at rents ranging between three and six
shillings per week. What has happened? Why are tenants
offering premiums to landlords instead of landlords offer-
ing inducements to tenants? Has there been any wholesale
destruction of houses, or an abnormal increase iIn popula-
tion, or have social or economic or political factors, sepa-
rately or together, conspired to place a considerable portion
of the community in the position of the Son of Man who
“had no where to lay His Head?”

There has been no such wholesale destruction of houses,
and there has been no abnormal increase in. wne size of the
population. On the contrary, great un.easmess has been
felt by those who regarded a falling birth rate as a na-
tional danger.

There remain,
causes of the shortage.

The desire for better houses is commendable from every
point of view. It is, indeed, necessary to })ossess betf:er
houses if the physical efficiency of the race is to be main-
tained, and under the conditions which obtained fifteen or
twenty years ago it would have been possible to‘ meet the
desire for improvement with a very small gdditlon to the
rent. One shilling per week would have admitted of a first-
class bathroom; another shilling would have provided a
much better fitted kitchen and an extra bedroom. To-c'lay,
from ten shillings to one pound or more would be required
if such additional accommodation were to be supplied.

It has been said that private enterprise hag failed. Would
it not be morée accurate to say that private enterprise lhas
peen choked by the theorists who realize that an Intoler-
able situation must be created befor:e they woulc‘i' have any
chance of putting their own views into practice?

At one time it was suggested that.the lana ques'tion wa?s
at the bottom of the housing difficulties. In so{ne cities this
was mainly proved, and it was because of this element of
truth that the country genera}ly accepted proposals to tax

land values.

Politicians, alleged,
there was an expectat
nance Act would imme

then, the social, economic, and political

and amongst working rolks generally
ion, that the passing of the 1919 Fi-
diately relieve the situation. Experts
were not surprised when failure resulted, and immediately
began to press for inquiries. Only recentls_' hav? they suc-
ceeded in obtaining inquiry into the a(?mimstratlon and re-
turns of this Act, and they find that its effects haiwe been
. similar to the effects of many othgr Acts of Parliament—
quite opposite to the desires and intentions of those who

framed it.

Phis Act of 1909 was declared to be one of the things that

would free land and increase the possibilities of building.
It has done nothing of the kind, and the sooner it is amended
or removed from the Statute Book the better. Up to the

present it has produced £4,100,000 at an administrative cost
of £4,600,000, and it has been a potent factor in destroy-
ing that confidence without which houses cannot be built.

Similar legislation has led to much increase in the rates.
Sometimes these are doubled, and instead of investors being
anxious to build smaller houses they are now lending their
money to the Government, which in turn is wasting many
thousands of pounds that might have gone far to relieve
the congestion that exists to-day.

It seems to the student who is not handicapped by po-
litical prejudices that the cheapest and simplest way out
of the difficulty would be to let the investor feel that there
was a reasonably safe 3% per cent on his money if he
chose to put it into small houses. It would be cheaper anad
more expeditious than the creation of enormous Govern-
ment Departments. Already Commissions and Committees
of Inquiry and the Departments created must have cost the
country millions of pounds, and so far they cannot show a
single cottage for all the expenditure.

It is necessary also to face the problems arising out of
increased wages and decreased production. The labor chair-
man of an Urban council charged with the carrying out of
schemes of housing is faced with the fact that a yard ot
brick work, which formerly cost 3s. 6d., now costs 14s. A
small Urban council recently advertised for tenders for the
erection of twenty-four cottages, which are to be built
within a quarter of a mile of a railway station, which, in
its turn, is not more than twelve miles from where bricks
and cement are made. In such circumstances, it was ex-
pected that the advertisement would elicit a number of
replies, and that the price demanded would be within the
paying capacity of the council. One tender has been re-
ceived for eight cottages only, the builder refusing to as-
sume responsibility for more. The price is £750 per cottage,
with the proviso that in the event of labor troubles, higher
wages, or higher prices of materials, the local authority
shall pay the additional charges.

The economic rent of houses built at this price cannot be
less than £35 per year, plus rates and taxes. Workmen
whose wages permit manufacture for export cannot pay a
rent of this description. The theorist lightly sets aside the
difficulty by demanding that the State shall find the
balance. This in effect means that the existing houses shall
bear the difference between the actual rent and the rent
that ought to be charged on the new houses.

Already small houses are liabilities rather than assets.
There are thousands of women and elderly men, who, by
their own thrift or the thrift of those who loved them, have
become owners of small property, but who to-day would
gladly get rid of those properties if it were possible to sell
them at a price which would be equivalent to half the in-
come derived from them for the last twenty years.

The very fact that these poor folk are unable to sell and
to relieve themselves of these undesirable llabilities dem-
onstrates- the need for thorough investigation and for de-
cisions that are taken in the interests of the State, irre-
spective of the demands of political theorists.

FIRE PREVENTION.

‘“Whatever the national significance of fire waste, it is
obvious that every fire is local in origin, and therefore
amenable to local treatment. Nearest to the local problem
is the municipal fire department. We tax ourselves to the
limit to maintain fire brigades as effective weapons again.t
fire waste, and then, instead of taking the offensive, we
wait to be attacked, and, in Canada, waste the energies of
over 4,000 men in a purely defensive campaign. Efficient-
ly organized, unhampered by politics and given adequate
authority, our fire departments would prevent fires as well
as extinguish them. Every paid fireman in Canada should
be a fire prevention inspector, clothed with power to en-
force reasonable laws with respect to the safe occupancy
of buildings.”—Dominion Fire Commissioner J. Grace
Smith.
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War Memorials

The recent unveiling of a municipal war memorial in the
form of a stone monument in one of the .townships, near
Quelph, Ont., brings home to every municipal council in
Canada their responsibility in the matter of commemorat-
ing the part taken in the great war by the sons ana
daughters of their respective communities. In the case of
Guelph memorial the money was not raised by public sub-
scription but by a direct tax on the citizens so tnat in every
sense it was a municipal recognition of splendid war serv-
ice. For the information of the communities considering
the erection of war memorials we publish the following
article prepared by Messrs. A. W. Crawford and J. H. Mc-
Farland of the American Civic Association, and in particular
would draw attention to the following suggestive question:

“If your community cannot afford to erect a high-grade
architectural or sculptural memorial, would you not ap-
prove of having something more simple yet excellent of its
kind, such as an avenue of trees, or an open plot of ground
properly planted and well kept, both suitably indicated
by a permanent, dignified marker?

“The location of a memorial is of equal concern with the
merit of the design itself. If a memorial 1s to take the
form of a memorial building, it will doubtless ne proposed,
in some cases, to place it in a public park, under the usual
misconception of the true purposes of a park. This must
be fought off at all costs, and every effort made to get such
memorials -located so as to front toward public parks in-
stead, thus securing permanent advantages for both.

The preciousness of open spaces must be conserved.
While small, well-designed monuments, if well placed in
parks, are not objectionable, yet many of them have been
put in the middle of open lawns, where they are quite
out of place, and have tended to turn a useful park into a
decorative cemetery.

It has been said that:

“The approaches to any memorial and the points of
view from which it is seen are quite as important as
its immediate surroundings. The cost of laying out the
site, when necessary, should be included in the scheme.
The effect of a memorial is often entirely lost by want
of a careful laying out of the site.”

Because Paris has kept in mind approaches to memorials
and other great public structures, that city has secured vast
collateral advantages in beauty, dignity, and the attractive-
ness that has drawn to her travel-money from all the world.
Consider the Place de la Concorde, for example. :

It is impossible to dogmatize as to whether a men}onal
should be symbolic, like a monument, or utilitarian, like a
bridge or a park, or a building, or a section of a road. It
depends upon the need and resources, as well as the g(?od
sense, of the individual town or of the particular loc‘atlon
in a section of a larger town or city. A few practicable
suggestions are here discussed.

1. Memorial Steps have recently been constructed t‘.ror‘n
a point on the Boston Commons to Beacon Street. Thl'S U]
in line with the thought of making the useful beautlft{l.
Victor Hugo phrased it forever in his saying, “The beauti-

ful is as useful as the useful,” and the usefully beautiful -

thing is doubly valuable. ‘

2. Memorial Bridges are especially happy examples o? tI}lS,
particularly bridges over water. Moreover, the building
of bridges can probably be made to give employment to
such returning soldiers, sailors, and marines as happen to
be either laborers or workers in stone, concrete, or struc-
tural material. Opportunities for monuments on bridges are
excellent; for instance, the pylons or enlarged posts at
either side of the entrance to the bridge. As one en'ters a
bridge he may find the main pylon on the right carried up
into a monument to soldiers, and the one on the left to
sdilors, and so on. If the bridge has piers in the stream,
monuments to individual leaders, made smaller to carry a
correct scale, can be erected as finials to the piers or located
in semi-circular bays, and the like. Arnold W. Brum'ner
has designed for Pennsylvania, as a part of its proceeding
and much-needed capitol park extension at Harrisburg, a
great memorial viaduct in which two monumental pylons
will stand for the army and the navy. §

3. Water-Front Memorials. In some of the larger cities
a plan for water-front treatment could readily be ma'de a
The embankments of the Seine are in reality a

memorial. 1
Why should not memorial water-

vast work in sculpture.

front embankments of considerable length be erected in
some of our cities? They would usually displace other
memorials—those of civic abominations.

The Thames embankment in London, for example, is a
striking contrast to Chicago’s treatment of the Chicago
River, or to the way in which Milwaukee and Pittsburgh
have disregarded value and patriotism in their messy and

.ugly stream-bank defacements.

4. A Memorial Park, a Memorial Playground, or a Mem-
orial Plaza would be appropriate; the last especially appro-
priate, because, like the Place de la Concorde, peculiarly
available for additional monumental decoration, from timé
to time, upon a broad and consistent plan.

5. A Memorial Hall. .If a city really needs a public meet-

‘ing-place, a memorial hall will be a splendid structure to

erect. Most cities do not now make anything like adequate
use of the buildings into which the city or the citizens have
already put very large sums of money—the schools, the
public libraries, and the churches. Yet a community-
centre building that would serve as admirably as do the
recreation centers on the South Side of Chicago would be
admirable. A properly placed convention hall might well
serve as a memorial, if it were architecturally adequate.

6. College Buildings, as memorials to the tens of tiiou
sands of students and alumni who went into the war, are
very apropriate; a considerable number of these are al-
ready projected.

7. Mural Decorations would be an admirable and com-
paratively inexpensive form of memorial. Why not make
the entrance hall of your city hall or your courthouse or
your post office or your high school or your public library
an exquisitely beautiful memorial, at one-tenth or one-
twentieth the cost of bricks and stone and mortar, piled
up into what may ultimately be merely another building?

8. Roadways, such as that proposed from Utica to Syra-
cusé by a bill already introduced in the New York Legisla-
ture, can be made adequate and charming memorials,
especially if developed with the plants and trees of the
neighborhood, so that they are peculiar to that locality, and
if they include footpaths, at the entrances to which simple
bronze tablets may serve to indicate the purpose of the
memorial; always provided the abutting properly controlled.

9. Sculptures; Monuments. If a work in sculpture is

' desired, it is important to act in accordance with what

Frederick Law Olmstead says:

“A free-standing stone monument which has no other
purpose except to act as a memorial is one of the most
difficult artistic problems in the world, and it is pretty
generally felt, after the newness has worn off, that a
large proportion of the monuments so erected in the
.towns of this country since the Civil War have proved
unworthy of the lofty ideals they were meant to com-
memorate.

“In this case the thoughts surrounding the subject
are so noble, so big, so fine, that nothing short of the
best of its kind is really worthy. )

“A monument committee would never start out de-
liberately to pick out a poor-grade defective monument
as being good enough to honor the men who fought for
the freedom of the world.

“In any case, bear in mind that when we do some-
thing which is meant to endure for centuries it is more
important to do it rightly than to do it quickly. Rather
than risk, through haste to dedicate the permarent
thing by July 4, the doing of something that we should
afterwards feel to be unworthy, I would prefer to make
that date the occasion of a ceremonial personal tribute
to the boys who have returned, and as a part of the
ceremonies enlist the whole town in a project for doing
the very best thing that can be done as a monument
not only to the boys who have done their part by sea
and land, but to the ideals of liberty and justice for
support of which the whole people have offered their
work, their wealth and their lives.” :

10. Memorial Walls. There should be in America and
Canada the example of the use of blank walls or party
walls for fountains, duplicating in location that of the
Fountain St. Michel in Paris. which is simply placed to
cover completely the side wall of a house, the wall being
located on the truncated base of an angular intersection.
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Cleaning of Slums is Urgent Problem

Health Authorities Have the Powers—Will They Use Them?

Modern town-planning schemes are most excellent, gs: by
their establishment, they will tend to improve conditions
and provide better homes for certain classes of our people;
they will also relieve the congestion which occurs amongst
those who cannot afford what to them is a luxury in housing
accommodation. :

We desire to emphasize at the present time, however, the
necessity of action for the immediatef ‘improvement, an(%
the putting into better sanitary condlthn, .ot' the. homes
of the masses—those who, during their llfetlrr‘je, w1ll,fperc~1
haps, not receive any benefit; in other words, Pt]}_]ley, Zin;-
probably many of their offspring, w‘m succumb W ltr? w 48
ing for the dawn of the long-promised day when ey ¢
to occupy a good healthy home.

War Memorials—Continued.

DON'T TAKE READY-MADE STUFF.t' s
We must emphasize the importance of notf rLV )li-
ready-made cast-iron or cut-stone stuff, but «Of im':nd g
competent expert advice and skill in the plans fo ;m e
making of memorials. It is vastly better to haVen(z t,hat .
monument than ten cemetery designs—a Stafemethe iy
obvious, but that may not occur to all who L.eex it thai
patriotic enthusiasm, and who honestly believe
“stir” will excuse any monstrosity.
The story is told of a member of one
commissions, who, after he had seen
memorials, said: “Now I know what you mean
horrors of war!”
SECURE CITY ART COI\/_IMISSIONSmmiSinns
The larger cities which have appomte.d art '(;c;le in{erest
or art juries will, no doubt, get good tl:ungs. e
is so grea. and the examples of the mlsta.kets 00t hei s
War memorials so notorious, tha? they .mush nsmau ;g
mitted to multiply. The trouble will be yfuth X :ommunities,
munities, or the small sections of the larger g
where some enterprising salesman of a cez(;le_m;rae g
ment-making concern desires to sell a ready
stock-designed affair. R
To create state art commlssmnd
rials, bills have been introduce >
Pennsylvania legislatures. In P?gflsywama’
i 1 aid:
Sproul, in his inaugural address, S ; :
" “There will undoubtedly be a general moi;clasm;::toér;
our communities to erect permanent memor e
heroes of the war. I trust that these memc:mts i
pe useful and beautiful. Many of the mo(l;unllsewnere e
have been built at our county-seats an ;31 e o
commemoration of the valorous, deeds of E)periate Sy
‘ 5 inappr : ;
jon are inartistic and vm pr :
zflg;}::etoUtr:ke steps now to prevent a rep}?tltllgnbofst;gs 4
issi to which shou e -
i . An art commission oS
mﬁ::‘gedesigns for monuments and public structurelb, {ﬁe
:llllxding pridges and schoolhouses, wm;(lld b'e eatgzs“r;ﬁme
i i and should rais
ition to our organization, igse
?ddlt:)f public architecture in Pennsylvania. Tt costsbﬁg
phie to have good-looking structures 1.n our pu -
mlgzteaas (;nd the effect upon the commum.ty of elllx:tls];:
:nd vx,rell-designedf puildings and memorials m

measurably good.”
A Dbill creating a s

of the recent KFrench
all of the Civil War
by the

s to deal witn war memo-
in the New York and
Governor

tate art commission for Pe.nns.ylvania,

i owers, has been introduced and is likely to
i ths sog e Mas’sachusetts already has a stat.e art com-
be'come s laW'.t to the American Civie Association .fOI: the
gi‘las:tls?nr')f T;ovifllseto create state and city art commissions;

they are ready now. Every S
city should have one.

It is said that no war m ;
pbuilt in France for five year§,
wait in order to gain perspective. i o

that what we do now shall exist a_century

il mearz us then erect as permanent memorials on.ly
kg Let res or things that will still be fine,” that will
th.OSe i udidly inspirational, when a hundred years shali
e spleél way. If we have not the money to do the
ha've ey th?s m;)nth. let us wait two months or three
e wellt us wait a year or two years, and make a mem‘-'
cr::‘(i):ltlz)sf' leehich our sons and grandsons will be justly proud..

tate should have one and every

emorials will be allowed to be
the French know how to

That these are not idle words is quite evident from the
finding of the Royal Commission on Industrial Relations.
In its report of June 25, 1919, it says:

“Another cause of unrest which we met with at practically
every place we visited, was the scarcity of houses and the
poor quality of some which did exist. ot tPhe leXIgt~
ing condition for the worker is not only the absence of suf-
ficient housing accommodation, but the inadequacy of those
that are in existence. Poor sanitary conditions and in-
sufficient rooms are the chief complaints. Some
means should be adopted, with as little delay as possible, to
remedy this defect.”

“Poor sanitary conditions and insufficient rooms” are em-
phatically the “chief complaints” in respect to the homes
of the workers in our factories and workshops; but it is
equally true of many thousands of our people who do not
come within this class. Our slums can and should be im-
proved. These homes must be the abode, for a long time,
of those condemned, for various reasons, to be their oc-
cupants. From such homes come the many funerals of o
babies and infants, and it is in these places we are raising
the immediate men and women of Canada.

Therefore, the suggestion of the Commission is most
opportune, viz., “means should be adopted, with as little
delay as possible, to remedy this defect.”” The only critic-
ism that can be made is that the recommendation is not
strong enough. The subject was worthy of further elabora-
tion when considering industrial relations and the ‘“‘unrest”
of today.

The work of modern town planning and housing must
be continued, but health authorities must more determinedly
than ever carry on their battle with the slums. If we
cannot demolish them because of lack of better accommo-
dation, we can and should improve the interior of our slum
homes. Rags, when clean, are not a disgrace, provided the
wearer cannot afford better apparel. It would be much
better to have clean rooms and clean environments in the
slum quarters than allow people to exist in squalor anc
dirt such as the illustration herewith depicts.

That Canadian municipalities are at fault in this matter
is quite evident from the report on undesirable living con-
ditions in “the Ward,” Toronto, issued by the Bureau of
Municipal Research in 1918.

The reader has but to study the illustration and therein
find food for thought and convincing evidence that action—
immediate action—is necessary in Toronto that the slums
of that city be removed or abated.

Health authorities must initiate and energetically car—r
on a campaign to clean the slums, until such time as they
can be eliminated altogether. This will resule I a lessened
infant mortality, and less disease and suffering; a gradual
education of the slum dwellers in all that appertains to
better social conditions, and life by the social worker will
also become possible. It is only a temporary measure,
awaiting the brighter era of the slumless city, but it must
be done with as little delay as possible.

We must bear in mind that Canada has 1ts devastated
areas equally as important to rehabilitate as those of France
and Belgium, and what is more serious they are of more
than recent origin.

KEEP THE STREETS CLEAN

Drop it anywhere! Nobody cares! Anyway, one little
cigarette box, or the wrapper of chewing gum, or the en-
velope from the letter—surely, one would not call dropping
them on the sidewalk, littering the street. But, if each
citizen, young and old, drops a paper on the public streets
the cumulative effect will not be pleasant to behold.

In many of our towns and cities boxes are placed on the
streets for the deposit of waste paper. Where such are no:
available, however, it is no hardship to carry small paper
wrappers until they can be properly disposed of. - Cigarette
and gum containers are not out of place in the pocket unti:
empty: Keep them there, and, for the sake of cleanly ap-
pearance of the streets and that civic pride which is es-
sential to the general prosperity of the home town; keen
scraps of paper off the street.

’
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A Great Monument to a Great Canadian

FREDERICK WRIGHT.

‘When Sir George Etienne Cartier, Bart, died in 1878 he
left to every Canadian coming after him a great heritage in
a confederated Canada, which he above all others (not
even excepting his great collegue Sir John A. Macdonald)
not only made possible but brought to a logical conclusion
by first inducing British Columbia to join the Dominion and
then creating the first of the great Prairie provinces under
the name of Manitoba. In those early days little
or nothing was known of the potentialities of the great
West, yet Cartier had so much confidence in its future that
he backed it up to the limit of his powers and his influence,
a confidence that has been more than justified by the
wonderful progress of the last forty years. This great
French-Canadian was born 105 years ago, a fact that will
be celebrated this September in Montreal by the unveiling
of a monument which may truly be said to be one of the
noblest conceptions of the sculptor’s art.

The sculptor himself, George W. Hill, R.C.A. after
many years of weary waiting, had had an opportunity of
showing his genius in the Strathcona Horse monument on
Dominion Square, Montreal. He secured the commission
to design and build the Cartier memorial after an open
competition, and those who were privileged to view the
different models sent in commended the good judgment
and sense of the examining committee in choosing the Hill

design. The result is seen today in a monument
worthy of Cartier and worthy of the sculptor John
Boyd, in his fine work “Sir George Etienne Cartier, Bart,”

describes the monument thus:

“Standing on one of the commanding slopes of Mount
Royal overlooking the city of Montreal is the magni-
ficent memorial erected in the centenary year of Sir
George KEtienne Cartier’s birth to commerate his great
achievements, and to symbolize the establishment of
the Dominion of Canada, in which he played such a con-
spicious part. The memorial, which was designed and
executed by the eminent Canadian sculptor, Mr. George
‘W. Hill, is of grand conception. Rising to a height of
eighty feet from the platform on which the memorial
stands, is a granite shaft surmounted by a figure twelve
feet in height representing Renown. The statute of Sir
George Etienne Cartier, which is of heroic size, eleven
feet high, fronts the shaft thirty feet from the base.
Cartier is represented in a speaking attitude with his
left hand resting on a scroll upon which is insecribed
“Avant Tout Soyons Canadiens” (Before all be Can-
adians). At the base of the statue in front are four
heroic figures representing the four provinces which
first entered Confederation—Quebec, Ontario, Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick— while in the rear are five
other figures representing the other provinces of the
Dominion, surmounted by the statue of a soldier in the
act of defending the flag. To the right and left are
groups representing Legislation and Education. On one
of the four statues which face the memorial is in-
scribed “O Canada, Mon Pays, Mes Armours,” the title
of the famous national song composed by Cartier,
while on the ribbon which is held in the hands of a
figure representing the Province of Saskatchewan, is
the inscription conveying the striking thought enun-
ciated by Cartier in his Confederation speech at
Halifax, “The Defence of the Flag is the Basis of Con-
federation.”

This magnificent memorial cost one hundred thousand
dollars, the fund being raised by contributions from the
Dominion Government, the Governments of all provinces,
civic corporations and individuals, not only throughout the
Dominion, but from all portions of the British Empire.

But to get at the heart of things and find out something

of the personality of the man who could create such a monu-
ment to the memory of Cartier, the writer determined to
beard the sculptor in his den, which he did literally. {3
If he expected to find an aggressive egotist full of pride in
a great achievement, he was agreeably disappointed.

Instead he found a small, shy man of very ordinary aspect
unti]l he began to speak of his work. Then his eyes lit up
and the whole contour of the face changed, and the ob-
server realized that he was in the presence of the true

artist. That is, one who conceives and brings forth great
ideas, whether those ideas be expressed in the form of the
writtéen word, music, painting or sculpture. And
if there be any comparison one would say that the sculptor
has the hardest task of all. To visulize clay or
stone so that the conception of the artist may be made
perfectly clear to the observer is truly making life out of
dead matter. As one examined group after group
of small but perfect figures in Mr. Hill's studio, each one
a child of the sculptor’s brains, one really did feel that pe-
hind the shyness of the man lay a strong character, fitted
to portray the ideals of life. In the Cartier mem-
orial itself the arranging of the figures representing the
nine provinces is perfect art, each one clasping the hand
of the next, and each face full of hope and confidence in
the future. Then the two groups representing religion
and education, the young soldier defending the flag, the
huge figure of Renown on the top of the column in the
act of crowning Cartier himself, and then the inscription
on the scroll under Cartier’s hand ‘“Avant Tout Soyons
Canadiens” (Before all be Canadians) surely such, though
created out of stone and bronze, is a living message of
living people from a great spirit of Confederation days. To
complete his picture the sculptor so designed his work that
the tree covered slope of Mount Royal forms a fitting back-
ground and the green sward of Fletcher’'s Field a perfect
foreground. Viewing the whole from a distance the ob-
server sees such combination of colors and design that he
realizes that the closer the artist gets in touch with nature
the better the result of his work. George W. Hill, the
Canadian artist has well and truly portrayed for future
generations in words of stone and bronze one of Canada’s
greatest builders.

MILEAGE INCREASE ON TRAMWAYS SINCE 1901.

The table below shows the increase of mileage of Can-
adian electric railways since 1901, takenm from the annual
report of the Department of Railways and Canals:

MILEAGE.
First track mileage:
1901 Wivieeiia A b 5T S N SO e A iv4.01,047.07
i 1 VARPEARI R R R IS A R Tl N R 4 1,223.73
RN SR v W T80.86 1902 vt e R, 1,308.17
J T T e R T66.00 1918 el v SNt by 1,356.63
BT 11 I e e TR LY BOLA S oV i S s v 1,5660.82
THOG oV L R S1347 PR Sk G T e 1,590.29
IO SR e Ty bl e e B R 1,724.71
LUK b & e Ty G h ks B O 8- 5 i SRERA I e 1,743.54
b 1 AT RAR A i rort OBR.GT 1918 L AT W aes 1,616.36

SAFETY ON THE STREET.

The rapidly increasing number of motor cars and trucks
in use on city streets is demanding the more effective en-
forcement of traffic bylaws. Most of our larger cities have
parking restrictions for motor cars, but, as these rules are
not closely observed, cars stand for long periods on the
streets. This is an extremely dangerous practice, especially
if building construction in progress confines the thorough-
fare to a narrow limit.. In one eastern city, a situation of
this nature existed; as it was the main artery for the fire
department to reach a portion of the business section, one
accident resulted, and many were very narrowly averted.

‘When municipalities make bylaws they are responsible
for seeing that they are carried out. The best time to
secure their enforcement is before an accident.
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RESURFACING OLD ROADS.
By WILLIAM D. UHLER (Chief Engineer, Pennsylvania
State Highway Department).

One of the most important problems confronting road
authorities today is the question of resurfacing or rehabili-
tating old stone roads. This condition in most cases is
the result of neglect. Failure to make repairs or to re-
store the worn-out portions before a road has deteriorated
through to the foundation necessitates the rebuilding of
the road and a large expenditure; whereas, through skill-
ed maintenance, the outlay can be reduced materially and
spread over a period of years. There are, of course, ot.her
reasons for resurfacing old roads, as, for instance, the im-
proper selection of the original material, which is respon-
sible’ for rapid deterioration; and the constantly increas-
ing and varied traffic causing abrasive action too severe
for the type of road. This latter condition is noticegple
particularly in suburban communities and communities
where water bound macadam roads were laid in the ea_rl_v
stages of development, and where the population has nr?-
creased rapidly and where all classes of vehicular traffic
have caused the original roadway to deteriorate more rap-
idly than would have been the case had the devel.opment
not occurred, thus creating the necessity for rep%irmg and
resurfacing in order to make the wearing qualities of the
road as good as those in the nearby cities. :

The essential points to be considered in the selection of
a proper type of surface for an old stone road are the char-
acter and amount of traffic, the grades, and, as a rule,
that most important factor, the funds available for the
work. When the traffic has been determined and the char-
acter of surfacing selected a thorough study shou.l(.l'be
made of the existing foundations and drainage facilities.
Many surfaces have been sacrificed for the wa.nt'of pro-
per attention to the foundation, and too often it is taken
for granted that any stone road is a suitable base for al-
most any type of surface. Test holes should be made at
sufficient intervals in the road to determine the depth ‘()f
the existing foundation, and usually it is found that a Cm,_
siderable portion must be restored before a surface can
be applied. Irrespective of the type of sqrface selectd,
the preparation of th foundation must be given .the same
careful attention. Too much stress cannot he laid on the
desirability of having proper lines and grades bef9re re-
surfacing, in order to avoid increasing or perpetuating the
difficulties of future improvement of these roads.

R P Tl SRS

WAR TAX EXEMPTIONS. :

Under the Ontario New Assessment Ac't the fo!lowmg
are the exemptions which a municipality in Ontario may
~grant upon houses: !

If a house is assessed at not more than $2,000 th?t‘ it be
actually assessed at 50 per cent of the value, thus a $2,-
000 house would be assessed for $1,000.

If a house is assessed at not more than $2
assessment will be at 60 per cent.

If a house is assessed at not more than $3,000, the ac-
tual assessment will be at 70 per cent.

If a house is assessed at not more than $3,500, the ac-

tual assessment will be at 80 per cent.
If a house is assessed at not more than $4,000, the ac-

tual assessment will be at 90 per cent. ) .
A house assessed at more than $4,000 will be actually

e full value.

as’i‘ehsisseaexae:n:)lzion is on dwelling, e'quusive of land. ¢

In the country, instead of confx_mr.lg the exemption to
dwellings, it shall apply to all buildings up to the same
value of assessment as in the urban centres, and at the

tion.

sa;?eism;t)io?/gd?c;erﬁlp that act, however, that these exemp-
tions shall only be granted after the electors have express-
ed their willingness to make the change on a by-law be-

ing submitted to a vote.

GOOD ROADS THE CONCERN OF ALL..

“Road improvement is fundamentally an economic pro_b-
lem and affects either directly qr indirectly 9ur _entu'e
citizenship, regardless of whether its rpembers live in the
country, the town or the crowded city; regardless of
whether they drive a pleasure car, a 'lumber wagon, or
walk the streets of the tenement district. The.greate‘st
direct benefits will come to the users of the road; but in
each instance there are indirect benefits reaching a great-
er number of peaple, and hnce of greater importance fin-
ally than 'the direct benefits.”—S. HE. Bradt.
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MUNICIPAL SALVAGE OF HOUSE REFUSE.

Collection and Treatment of Waste Material to Redeem Its
Value Yields Good Results.

The war has not so much taught us certain things, as it
rather has demonstrated facts previously recognized but
considered as of little moment, things which in times of
peace it would have taken many years of persistent propa-
ganda to awaken an extravagant and indifferent public to
the importance of.

Among other questions, that of the salvage of house refuse
was not the least important. The most successful, and
in many ways, the most advanced municipality in this
regard is the Salvage Department of Birmingham, Eng.,
and a brief study of its successful operation ecannot fail to
be of benefit now.

Here the question is one of the adoption of new processer
of waste prevention and not merely that of waste disposal.

In the matter of treatment of condemned meat and fish,
whereby valuable fertilizers and fat are procuced, Birm-
ingham has long been active and, recently, a laboratory
for analytical and research work has been added with a
view to further developments in the treatment of all kinds
of refuse.

The results obtained during the war, in connection with
the waste paper campaign, unquestionably warrant the
continuation of this part of the work of the department.
To insure saving the waste paper of the city, and to permit
of easier separation of the garbage generally, a system of
dual refuse bins has recently been adopted by the Birming-
ham authorities. One bin, for the reception of domestic
ashes and sweepings only, must be provided by the house-
holder; the second is provided gratis by the corporation.
This is the salvage bin for all other household wastes,
such as rags, tins, bones, scrap iron, paper, glass, etc.

In like manner, the garbage will be collected separately
in newly provided electric vehicles, these vehicles being
divided into two groups. The ashes, on arrival at the works,
will be screened; the fine portion, constituting approx-
imately one-half of the whole, will pass direct into waggo
or boats and will be disposed of to mix with heavy clay
land; the coarser material will be used as fuel.

The contents of the salvage bins will be sorted and graded.
The tins are first de-tinned, then de-soldered, and subse-
quently bundled by means of hydraulic pressure. The rags
are sorted by a mechanical picking belt into cotton ana
woollens, passed through a mechanical washer, a turbine
hydro-extractor and, finally, into a mechanical dryer and
then baled.

It may not be possible for Canadian cities to carry on
this important work of municipal salvage on the same
lines as Birmingham, but there is certainly room for im-
provement everywhere in the collection, separation and
subsequent disposal of the municipal wastes of large as
well as of smaller municipalities.

Birmingham has passed the experimental stage, has
profited by its own war experiences and is satisfied with
its system both from the economic and the hygienic stand-
point—C.A.H. .

FIRE PROTECTION.

A city owning and operating its own water plant is not
liable for damages resulting from a low water pressure
when fire occurs. Many business men do not know this
to be true, and believe that they could obtain damages
from the city if water pressure should fail at the time of
a fire and lead to destruction of their property. A busi-
ness man making a careful contract with a privately
owned water power company for water supply can make
the company clearly liable for failure to maintain a cer-
tain pressure during time of fire. But it is not good busi-
ness to rely on collection of damages for re-imbursement
of fire losses. The prudent business man will provide all
the private fire protection he can afford instead of re-
lying upon public agencies eatire'-

T
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The Commercial Success of Municipal Trading

(By George Bernard Shaw.)

In view of the many charges that have been made by
interested parties against the ownership by municipalities
of their own public utilities the following excerpt taken
from “The Common Sense of Municipal Trading” by Geor-
ge Bernard Shaw and written in this remarkable man’s
best vein, makes encouraging reading to those who believe
that all public utilities should be publicly owned.

Municipal Trading seems a very simple matter of busi-
Yet it is conceivable by a sensible man that the
political struggle over it may come nearer to a civil war
than any issue raised in England since the Reform Bill
of 1832. It will certainly not be decided. by argument
alone. Private property will not yield its most fertile
provinces to the logic of Socialism; nor will the sweated
laborer or the rackrented and rackrated city shopkeeper
or professional man refrain, on abstract Individualist
grounds, from an obvious way of lightening his burden.
The situation is as yet so little developed that until the
other day few quarter columns in the newspaper attracted
less attention that the occasional one headed Municipal
Trading; but the heading has lately changed in the Times
to Municipal Socialism; and this, in fact, is what is really
on foot among us under the name of Progressivism.

At first sight the case in favor of Municipal Trading
seems overwhelming. Take the case of a shopkeeper con-
suming a great deal of gas or electric light for the at-
tractive display of his wares, or a factory owner with hun-
dreds of work benches to illuminate. For all this light he
has to pay the cost of production plus interest on capital
at the rate necessary to induce private investors to form
ordinary commercial gas or electric light companies, which
are managed with the object of keeping the rate of in-
terest up instead of down: all improvement in the ser-
vice and reductions in price (if any) being introduced
with the sole aim of making the excess of revenue over
cost as large as possible. p

Now the shopkeeper in his corporate capacity as citizen-
constituent of the local governing body can raise as much
capital as he likes at less than four per cent. It is much
easier to stagger consols than to discredit municipal stock.
Take the case of the London County Council. For ten
years past the whole weight of the Government and the
newspapers which support it has been thrown against the
credit of the Council. A late prime minister denounced it
in such terms that, to save his face, his party was forced
to turn all the vestries into rival councils or the ‘“divide
and govern” principle. The name of the London County
Council has been made a hissing among all who take their
politics from the Court and the Conservative papers. To
such a torrent of denunciation a private company would
have succumbed helplessly: the results of an attempt to
issue fresh stock would not have paid the printer’s bill.
But. the County Council has only to hold up its finger to
have millions heaped on it at less than four per cent. It
has to make special arrangements to allow small inves-
tors a chance. The very people who have been denouncing
its capital as “municipal indebtedness’ struggle for the
stock without the slightest regard to their paper demon-
strations of the approaching collapse of all our municipal
corporations under a mountain of debt, and of the inevit-
able bankruptcy of New Zealand and the Australasian
‘colonies generally through industrial democracy. The in-
vestor prefers the corporation with the largest municipal
debt exactly as he prefers the insurance company with
the largest capital. And he is quite right. Municipal ex-
penditure in trading is productive expenditure: its debts
are only the capital with which it operates. And that is
why it never has any difficulty in raising that capital.
Sultans and South American Republics may beg round the
world in vain; chancellors may have to issue national
stock at a discount; but a Borough Treasurer simply
names a figure and gets it at par.

This is the central commercial fact of the whole ques-
tion. The shopkeeper, by municipal trading, can get his
light for the current cost of production plus a rate of in-
terest which includes no insurance against risk of loss,
because the security, in spite of all theoretical demonstra-
tions to the contrary, is treated by the investing public and
by the law of trusteeship as practically perfect. Any pro-

fit that may arise through accidental overcharge returns
to the ratepayer in relief of rates or in public service of
some kind.

The moment this economic situation is grasped, the suc-
cesses of municipal trading become intelligible; and the
entreaties of commercial joint stock organization to be
protected against the competition of municipal joint stock
organization becomes as negligible as the plea of the small
shopkeeper to be protected against the competition of the
Civil Service or Army and Navy Stores. Shew the most
bitterly Moderate ratepayer a municipal lighting bill at
sixpence a thousand feet or a penny a unit cheaper than
the private company charges him, and he is a converted
man as far as gas or electric light is concerned. And un-
til commercial companies can raise capital at lower rates
than the City Accountant or the Borough Treasurer, and
can find shareholders either offering their dividends to re-
lieve the rates of jealously determining to reduce the price
of light to a minimum lest they should be paying a share
of their neighbors’ rates in their lighting bills, it will al-
ways be possible for a municipality to average capacity to
underbid a commercial company.

Here, then is the explanation of the popularity and an-

Here, then is the explanation of the popularity and an-
ticuity of municipal trading., As far as their legal powers
have gone, municipalities have always traded, and will
always trade to the utmost limits of the business capacity
and publis spirit of their members.

No doubt a body of timid and incapable councillors will
feave as many public services as pvussible to commercial
enterprice, just, as, in their private concerns, they keep
small shops in a small way instead of becoming ‘Whiteleys
and Mannamakers, Morgans and Carnegies. And a body
of rich and commercially able councillors may pursue ex-
actly the same policy because they hold shares in the com-
mercial enterprises which municipal enterprise would sup-
plant, and have in fact deliberately taken the troubls to
get elected for the purpose of protecting their private en-
trprises against the ‘“unfair” (meaning the irresistible)
competition of the municipality. Further, a body of
amateur doctrinaires who rush into municipal trading on
principle without enough business training and expericaze
either to manage the business themselves or allow their
staff to do it for them, will make a mess of it at first, pre-
cisely as that much commoner object the amateur joint
stock company makes a mess of it. There is no magic in
the ordeal of popular election to change narrow minds in-
to wide ones, cowards into commanders, private ambition
into civic patriotism, or crankiness into common sense.
But still less is there any tendency to reverse the opera
tion; for the narorwest fool, the vulgarest adventurer, the
most impossible fanatic, gets socially educated by public
life and committee work to a degree never reached in pri-
vate life, or even in private commerce. The moment pub-
lic spirit and business capacity meet on a municipality you
get an irresistible development of municipal® activity. Op-
erations in land like those effected by the Corporation of
Birmingham in Mr. Chamberlain’s time, and by the Lon-
don County Council in our own, are taken in hand; and
the town supplies of water, of light, of tramways, and even
of dwellings, are conquered from competitive commerce
by civie co-operation. And there is no arguing with the
practical results. You take a man who has just paid a
halfpenny for a ride in a municipal tramcar which under
commercial management would have cost him a penny or
twopence; and you undertake to go into the corporation
accounts with him and prove that under a ‘“fair” system
of book-keeping he should have paid fourpence. You ex-
plain to the working man voter how true economy demands
that his relative who is employed as a driver and con-
ductor in the municipal service for ten hours a day, and
six days a week, with standard wages and a uniform,
should go back to competition wages, seventeen hours,
seven days, and his own seedy overcoat and muffler. You
buttonhole the shopkeeper who has just paid two and
threeepence per thousand cubic feet for his gas, with the
public lighting rate and a bonus thrown in; and you as-
sure him that unless he votes for a return to the supre-
macy of the commercial company at three shillings per
thousand and a reimposition of the Lighting Rate, the city
will be bankrupt and the Mayor replaced by a Man in
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THE COST OF FOOD IN UNITED STATES AND
CANADA.

The following figures taken from the Unitea States I—?u—
reau of Labor Statistics show very clearly that the n}-
crease in the retail price of food is not near as great as in
(ahada, which surely is justification for the general demand
throughout the Dominion that drastic zxct.gon should b'e
taken by the authorities to reverse the ev1_d(.mt excessive
profits not only on food but on all commodities.

The percentage of increase in the retail price of foc‘)_ﬂ
in the principal cities of the United States, September 15,
1917, to September 15, 1918:

Percentage
gty l(jferi(;lecr:‘teiiz Locality of increase.
Dnited States ... iooes. 16 4 Pittsburgh, Pa. ........ 16 0
Bdltimore, Md. ...k 23.4 Cleveland, Ohto ....... ]3':
Seattle, "Wash: ... i 23.0 Chicago, Ill. ........... 15.7
Scranton, . Pal . .o v 921.3 Manchester, N.H. ..... : 1)r
Riehmond, Va. ... ... 20,6 Boston, Mass. ......... 15 .
San Francisco, Cal. . 206 Omaha, Neb. .......... ]?.
Charleston, 8.0, ... 20.3 Rochester, N.Y. ....... ]n.f
Portland, Ore: . ouins 20.6 St. Louis, MO. .....cua lﬁ.f
Atlanba, easn e oD TEa 199  Providence, 530 PR BRI 1.’: 1
Los Angeles, Cal....... 19.5 Columbus, Ohio ....... 15.0
Washington, D.C. ..... 194 New Orleans, La. ..... 14
Memphis, Tenn. ....... 19.1 Cincinnati, Onto ...... 14 %
Newark, W.J. .. 80000 18.6 Tittle: Rock,  ArK;: '.i. /s 1A
Philadelphia, Pa. ..o 184 Bridgeport, Conn. ..... 14 4
Louisville, Ky. .5 e 17.9 Dallas, TexX. eisvosovay 14 8
Fall River, Mass. ..... 17.6 Birmingham, Ala. ..... 1? -
New Haven, Conn. 17.0 Milwaukee, Wis. ....... ]js
Kansas City, Mo. ...... 16 6 Indianapolis, Ind. ..... 13 6
Buttalo? NoYacnis s o3 16.5 St. Paul, Minn: ....... 12.4
New York, N.Y. ...cces 16.5 Minneapolis, Minn. 12 0
Jacksonville, Fla. ...... 16.4 Springfield, TL ........ 110
Deriver, Col. .. uiveesse 16.1 Butte, Mont.. .......... 109
Detroit, MIch. 00 G i, s 1653 Salt Lake City, Utah.. 10.0

Municipal Trading—Continued.

Possession. You unfold a Union Jaclf in London, anr(}vgetlel
the careworn cokney, who paysh f;)rhpslsnv:?gt;;rtoacamzs .
ble wha i S

company more than doub bt i i
rder pays to the Croydon Corporatin, tl (
:toands I(;;ryfall‘s with the practice (y),f buymtgi;tyw:&t)iguzrlr:e;
i i i i sely with the quan %

price which varies inverse T ;
i holder to a vote in every

i the right of a water share 1 t .
Zvolr::ltituencsg through which one of his plpesfruns,r::r(llovg;tls
! i ty,  of a 3
ance, free of Probate Duty, i :
tkrl':nltlézl?)tsfnmmes 1., and by this time appreciated by 1090
ﬁer cent in value. It is all pathetically useless. The muni-
cipal trader does not contradict you: he Iau.ghs at you.
So long as the municipal market is the cheapest market,
the public will buy in it; and the protest‘s'of the com-
panies are as futile as the protest of the stationer and the

apothecary against the stores.

It is not necessary to overload these pages by quotmgl.
from the Municipal Year quk, examples of successfu
municipal trading in verification of th_e above. Progrles:
sive electioneering literature teems with such examples.
e The County Council returns and .partlla.mentar:y
reports on municipal trading, haYe so surfeited the public
with the facts that a recapitulation !’xere would be beyond
human endurance. It is waste c_)f tlm.e to force an open

: door; and in all public services in WT}lcp the determining
commercial factor is practiczjmlly_ unlimited cpnlxmand of
cheap capital combined with md.lfference to d1v1(}end, the
door is more than wide open; it has beer} .Ca,l‘rled'cl'ea’.l
off its hinges by the victorious rush of 'm.umcu;al socialism
under the reassuring name of Progressivism.

TAX REFORM IN SPAIN.
Municipalities have been authorized in Spain to tax un-
earned increment. The tax is graduated according to the
profit made on sales of land and ranges from 5 to 25 per

cent. 1
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ASPHALT ASSOCIATION AND CANADA.

Mr. Bruce Aldrich, who will take charge of the Toronto
office of the Asphalt Association as district engineer of the
Canadian District, with headquarters at the office of the
H. K. McCann Company, Limited, Toronto, Ont., is a native
of London, England. He came to Canada at an early age
and began his education in the public schools of Ottawa,
returning later to England to complete his studles. From
England he came to the United States and after serving
as a volunteer in the United States army in the Spanish-
American and Phillippine wars, he was appointed in 1901
to a position in the office of Inspector of Asphalts and
Cements, Engineer Department, District of Columbia, where
he served in various capacities testing paving materials
under Professor A. W. Dow of New York until February,
1912, ;

In March, 1912, he went to Baltimore, Md., which city
was then beginning operations on the biggest paving pro-
gram it had ever undertaken, with expenditures aggregating
nearly $15,000,000. Mr. Aldrich organized ana equipped the
Municipal Laboratory in which were tested all the materials
entering into the new paving. As Inspector of Asphalts, he
supervised the laying of more than 3,000,000 square yvards
of sheet asphalt and bituminous concrete, having on oc-
casions as many as seven asphalt plants working at the
same time. He assisted also in the inspection of the laying
of all vitrified brick and granite block paving laid by the
city.

At the outbreak of hostilities between the United States
and Germany, Mr. Aldrich responded to the call of the
President and served in France as a captain of infantrv
for one year, returning to the United States and resumin-y
his former duties in Baltimore June 5, 1919. He resigns
this office to become connected with the Asphalt Associa-
tion of 15 Maiden Lane, New York.

Mr. Aldrich will devote his attention to co-operation with
officials and engineers in the several provinces with a view
to bring about the most constructive results possible in
asphaltic highway work.

AUTOMOBILES IN CANADA.

The number of motor cars in the respective provinces of
Canada, as between 1913 and 1918, is as follows:

Provinces— 1913. 1918.
Omtario. .. ‘v da 23,700 109,374
Saskatchewan . 4.659 46,880
Alberta .. 8.3 29,500
Quebec .. 5,452 28,338
Manitoba . 5,406 24,389
British Columbia 6,138 15,828
Nova Scotia e 511 8,103
New' Brunswick . o fa s ani e, 824 6,475
Prince Hdward Taland o 0000 s 26 481
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Proportional Representation, or the Transferable Vote

It is the essence of Representative Government that
every voter should be represented in the Representative
Assembly.

If a considerable proportion of the electorate come to
feel that they have no voice in the Government, the dis-
tance is short to that dangerous state of mind which re-
gards political processes as futile and hopeless.

What is the Theory of Proportional Representation?

Its theory is that each considerable party or group of
opinion should be represented in the Council or representa-
tive body in proportion to its voting strength-—that ma-
jorities may rule and minorities be heard.

How is This Theory Put Into Practice?
The method used is known as the transferable vote.

How the Votes are Recorded:

‘When the ballot with the list of candidates for an office,
such as the Board of Control, is presented, the elector,
instead of marking “X” after his choice or choices, as at
present, votes as follows:

a—By placing the figure 1 after his favorite candidate;
The voter may also:

b—Place the figure 2 opposite his second choice;

c—Place the figure 3 after his third choice, and so on,

numbering as many candidates as he pleases in the
order of his preference.

A candidate, to ensure election, need not poll a majority,
but only a certain proportion of the votes cast, called a
quota. This quota is the smallest number of votes requir-
ed to ensure election. For example, if three representa-
tives are to be elected, it would take one vote more than
one-fourth of the votes cast to ensure the election of a
candidate. The quota is found, therefore, by dividing the
total number of votes cast by one more than the number
of representatives to be elected and adding one.

Of course, Proportional Representatives involves the
grouping of voting districts (constituencies) so that there
shall be at least three representatives for each area.

How the Votes Are Counted and Transferred:

a—The first preference votes obtained by each candidate
are noted;

b—The quota is ascertained;

c—Candidates who have obtained theé quota or more are
declared elected;

d—Surplus votes of those candidates who have received
more than their quota are transferred, in strict pro-
portions, to the unelected candidates indicated as the
next preferences of the voters whose votes are trans-
ferred;

e—Any further candidates who may have recelved the

i quota are declared elected;

f—The candidates lowest on the poll are ehmmated one
after another, and the votes they receive are trans-
ferred in accordance with the next choice of the elec-
tors. This process is continued until the required
number of candidates have obtained a quota, or the
number of candidates have obtained a quota, or the
number of candidates not eliminated is reduced to the
number of seats vacant.

How Does the Theory of Proportional Representation Work
Out in Practice?

The following example of the results of the election
(1919) of Aldermen and Councillors in Sligo, Ireland, may
be taken as typical:

Seats in Seats
Votes Proportion Actually

Party. Polled. to Votes. Obtained.
Ratepayers’ Aqsociation PR 823 8.94 8
SIHn: el A e L e 674 7.33 7
Taber . ettt (s 432 4.70 5
Independents Firie e SRR D 279 308 4

The folowing is the result—for the 76 contested seats
(excluding universities)—of the recent parliamentary elec-
tion held in Ireland, said election not being under Propor-
tional Representation:

Seats in Seats .

Votes Proportion Actually

Party. Polled. to Votes. Obtained.
85y (o)) (BRI Tl QR R R 289,223 22 23
Natianalgt i s.iviescdoss 226,345, 17 6
SN Bl s s e . 495,760 37 47

Do Not All Voters Obtain Representation Under Our Pre-
sent System?

In the municipal -elections in Toronto, January, 1919.
where 4 members were to be chosen from 7 candidates, out
of the total 122,963 votes cast for the Board of Control,
45,670 were cast for unsuccessful candidates. In other
words, .of the total votes polled at least 37 per cent were
not represented on the Board of Control.

Similarly, in vote for Aldermen:

No. of No. and Percentage Not No. of
Ward. Votes Cast. Represented in Council. Candidates.
1 14,753 4101, or 28 p.c. 5
2 10,912 2932, or 27 p.c. 5
3 8,138 1452, or 18 p.c. 4
4 9,918 2476, or 25 p.c. 5
b 15,544 5598, or 36 p.c. 7
6 20,627 7179, or 35 p.c. 8
1 6,387 2241, or 36 p.c. 5
8 7,821 3093, or 39.6 p.c. ¥

What Are Some Other Characteristics
Representation?

a—Every vote cast is a “plumper” vote. This is obvious,
since the first choice indicated by the voter is con-
sidered first. Thus the full weight of the vote is giv-
en to the favorite. ¢

b—An increased number of candidates nominated for
office does not mean an increased wastage of votes.
At present votes cast for unsuccessful candidates do
not count in the final result. TUnder Proportional
Representation they are transferred and, therefore,
not wasted.

c—=Since any considerable group of voters is able to
ensure the election of its choice, the real leaders of
such groups are encouraged to run for office.

of Proportional

What Are Some of the Main Objections Raised Against
Proportional Representation?

1. It is too complicated for the voters to understand.

The following was the percentage of spoiled ballots in
some elections recently held under the Proportional Re-
presentation system: %
Votes Invalid

P.c..of

from Invalid

City. Votes Cast. AllCauses. Votes.

Hdlnburgh . <. Gsewen 24,747 486 1.9 pic.

Kalamazoo, Mich. 4,461 157 3.5 p.c
Ashtabula, Ohio . . 3,334 362 10 p.e
Calgary .. P Rk N R e ki 8 Puts

RIRBZOW vl o i e i viasia 124,107 2,750 2.2 pio.

2. The method of counting the votes is too elabmate and
the process takes too long.

The following comments from places were Proportlonal
Representation has been tried may be taken as indicative
of the feeling on the question:

a—Glasgow: The returning officer in one day counted

no fewer than 124,000 votes, spread over seven 3lec-
toral divisions of the city.

b—Calgary: It took 2% times as long to count ballots

as under the old system.

c—Kalamazoo: It took 61 hours to count 4,461 ballots.

Even if two or three days were consumed in counting
the ballots, there are still over 360 days left in the year
for the Government to function. If Proportional Repre-
sentation secured more representative ‘government, would
it not be time well spent?

Is the ordinary voter concerned with the actual work of
counting the ballots? Is not this done by! experts now?
Could not the Proportional Representatxon method be car-
ried on by experts also?

3. It divides the electorate into groups and fosters group
feeling.

Is not group feeling more apt to be thflampd by lack of
adequate representation?

Where is Proportional ‘Representation Being Usad!
This method of voting is used, among other places in
Great Britain (for the election of certain M.P.s represent-
ing Universities); Scotland (elections under Educational
Act); Sligo, Ireland (Municipal); Belgium;" Sweden; Po-
(Continued on page 313.)
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JUDGE COATSWORTH, FORMERLY MAYOR OF
TORONTO

Judge Coatsworth who succeeds. to the Semo:. Ju;i:tii:::
of the County of York at one time a very ac |':/e et
in the civic administration of the City of Tor:: oéo“owmg
in 1904 as an Alderman he became Controllgr ﬁ's e
year and in 1906 was elected Mayor. Dur';l'ng enlergies -go
alty Judge Coatsworth did not confine his ot gt S
Toronto alone but took an active part in munic ]

as they affected Canada generally.

CITY PLANNING FOR UTILITY, '
ging that city
adornment as

For ten years or more we have be(eln ;1:
i i ility and n
hlanning be conducted with utilit] !
its chief aim, and an effective stre.et plan rath;thhz‘xlxile‘i
magnificent civic center as its typical resullt. ; ma oy
has been gaining ground and we had the r;t) (;?;ux;ortland
i F: i lanning repo )
days ago of reading a city D re| g
i i subject of a civic center was
Oregon, in which the subjec . 1 i .
A i ublic convenience” anc
ven referred to, but promotl.ng'”p ! i 1
ﬁsafety from accidents and fire, e.:ffectmg econdomnels;.rill
transit and transportation,” “promoting Eﬁiﬁfﬁ?" ‘Y‘l’sl';‘-ﬂ;il.-,
i ity more Y 8 -
fe more wholesome and the ci . A :
;lzing property values,” and “saving pubhF funds were
named as the principal aims of the comn:nsm;]m. i 1
Moreover, the subject was approached 1r‘1 the s‘c .
rather than the artistic manner. A caref'ul ;-.tuds{ w;s made
of the population, housing, business, rap}d tra%lSlt, 1r}ancetzs
and other conditions and needs of the city, .w1th 1;1 view 1t(3
developing a comprehensive plan for securing the results
named.
i ause its report
We cite Portland, not because 1 :
there have been many others, such as St. Louis, ‘along the
same lines— but because it is the latest.. 155 ‘W.lll not be,
wé are glad to pbelieve, the city plan having utility as its
objective.—Municipal Journal, New York.

is unique —
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PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION.
'(Continued from page 312).

land: Tasmania; New South Wales; South Africa; Ashta-
bulay Ohio; Kalamazoo, Mich.; Calgary, Alta.; and some

icipalities in British Columbia. '
ml;trlli(;lpalso used in many organizations, among which are
the Trades and Labor Council of Toronto; United Farmers
of Alberta; Ottawa Branch of the Canadian Civil Service

Association; and many others. : ; :
The Provincial Government of Manitoba is preparing to
adopt this system, and some consideration has been given
it by both the Dominion Government and the Government

of the Province of Ontario. ; :
Could Proportional Representation be Applied at Present

in Toronto? : .

Legislation permitting its use would first be necessary.
Tt could then be used for the election of the Board of
Control. It might also be used for the election of alder-
men by wards, but as it allows voters to group, the pre-
sent system of wards would not be necessary and larger
divisions with 5 or 6 representatives from each would prob-
ably give better results.—Toronto Bureau of Municipal

Rescarch.
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Respect Our Obligations

Legislation tainted with the flavor of confiscation would
be unjust, impolitic and unwise. Since for generations
Canada will be a borrowing country, it is very desirable
that Canadian credit on the money markets should be
maintained. Moreover, a nation should observe its con-
tracts just as a decent private citizen respects and honors
his obligations. Too often democracy is reluctant to con-
fess its mistakes and more ready to assess the conse-
quences of its blunders and follies upon a suspected or
unpopular few than upon the body of the people who
demanded measures which produced unsatisfactory re-
sults and supported the Governments responsible for un-
wise legislation. No group or party has the right to de-
mand reforms at the expense of other people. Under al
circumstances fair dealing is best for the nation as it is
best for the individual. There are many land holders in
Western Canada who are ready to negotiate for the sur-
render of their holdings upon terms that will not be un-
fair to the public, and just as private holders should not
be required to sacrifice lands which have marketable
value, so there is no sound reason that the State should
take over lands of poor quality and relieve holders of
the consequences of unwise investments. Probably al
the land needed can be acquired by negotiation and hand-
led more advantageously for the settler and the country
than such free homesteads as are now available. One
feels that our whole land policy should be recast, the sys-
tem of free homesteads reconsidered, and land recovered
for actual occupation resold upon small cash payments
and further annual payments over a term of years unti}
full ownership is acquired. There can hardly be any ques-
tion that a great volume of inmigration will pour
into Western Canada, but a vitally necessary preparation
for the future millions who will settle upon these plains
is the recovery of unoccupied lands, and their settlement
upon conditions which will distribute the burden of taxa-
tion, increase the prosperity of local communities and
provide traffic for the railways which, built with cheap
money, may soon become a blessing instead of a burden
if land out of use is made available for actual occupa-
tion.—Sir John Willison.

CLINTON ROGERS WOODRUFF,
Secretary National Municipal League, one of the principal
speakers of the Convention of U. C. M.

THE FUNDAMENTAL LAW OF NATURE.

Nature’s law is, that wherever men congregate and set-
tle, land becomes valuable. There money is needed for
public purposes and there, in the land value, nature sup-
plies a fund, ever adequate. /Kach newcomer. from help-
less infant to snow-crowned age, adds value to the land.
It is an extrinsic value contributed to by everyone that
lives and moves on the land.

This common fund, this value which owes its existence
and perpetuity to the presence of the people, must be used
for public purposes ere the House of Civilization can have
any foundation, save of sand.

To insist that this foundation shall now—since the old
world is passing from under our feet—he imbedded in the
rock of Justice and made stable for all time is “The Duty
of the Hour.”—Josie Thorpe Price.
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ADVERTISING MUNICIPALITIES THROUGH
MOVING PICTURES.

The Omaha Chamber of Commerce has started a new
idea in municipal advertising by a movie picture film pre-
sented in the form of a story, as follows:

The picture begins with a Missouri River scene showing
the explorers, Lewis and Clark, turning their canoe toward
the shore to camp for the night in 1804, on the present site
of Omaha. Pow-wows and Indian dances follow.

In 1919 there comes another explorer, a young aviator,
out from New York to visit the Red Cross girl he met .in
France. She takes him about to show him the town. They
visit the great Transcontinental Railroad yards and the
acres of stockyards. They spin over beautiful boulevards,
through blooming parks, and, at a slower rate, down busy
commercial streets. The young aviator wants vo see Omaha
industries and something of the country beyond the city
limits. It turns out he chose a fortunate time to ‘“go West,
young man,” for Ak-Sar-Ben, Omaha’s carnival is on. He
invites the girl to an airplane ride, and thus views what the
city looks.like from the clouds. In the end, ne decides he
likes the town, as well as the girl—and stays with both.

SAFER CONSTRUCTION OF SCHOOLS WANTED.

Nearly all the efforts that have been made to' bring
about safer construction of school buildings has been cen-
tred on an examination of plans for these buildings after
the plans have been made. Fire Marshal J. R. Young, of
North Carolina, has begun a campaign to keep before
those who are p}‘imarily responsible for school building
construction the necessity and the elements of school
building safety. Recently Fire Marshal Young sent a let-
ter to the members of all school boards in North Carolina
advising them to consider carefully the subject of safety
when ordering the construction of school buildings, and
what is more important, to consider the plans for a school
building with the state fire marshal department before
the plans are believed to be ready for use. In many in-
stances this would save expenses in architects’ bills, and
lead to the closer and more effective co-operation with
the state department. Each school board member, in ad-
dition to the letter from ‘Mr. Young, received a special
pamphlet on the necessity of school building safety, and
a copy of Mr. Young’s address on the double tower stair-
way. The North Carolina campaign for safer school
buildings has received the endorsement of the North Caro-
lina chapter of the American Institute of Architects.

VENTILATING SKYLIGHTS A PREVENTATIVE OF
FIRE.

Not so long ago a theatre fire occurred in Logansport,
Ind. The fire fighters gave it as their opinion that had
it not been for the ventilating skylights over the stage
the fire would have spread from the stage to
the a uditorium, and the entire building would have been
destroyed. In a discussion at the National Fire Preven-
tion Association Convention, held in May, Rudolph P.
Miller, of New York Board of Standards and Appeals,
declared that the ventilating skylight is the most impor-
tant feature of the theatre, and is one that is too often
neglected.

He said further: “If satisfactory ventilating skylights
are provided, the smoke and gases from a stage fire will
go out to the outer air instead of into the auditorium.
The experiments made on model theatres one-eighth nat-
urfal size by Austrian engineers show that whenever the
skylight opens the smoke cannot enter the auditorium to
an extent to do any particular harm.” Edward B. French
gave it as his opinion that had the skylight of the Iroquois
Theatre been working properly there would have been no
great loss of life in that fire.

CONFERENCE AT BRUSSELS, SEPTEMBER 26th AND
27th 1919.

The Union des Villes et Communes Belges is organizing
a Belgian and Inter-Allied Conference and Exhibition at
Brussels, on September 26th and 27th, when papers will
be read upon the following subjects:—

(1) Town Planning Progress in Great Britain, Belgium,
France and Italy. i )

(2) Housing Legislation, ete., in the various countries.

(3)  The application of the garden city principle to the
reconstruction of the devastated areas.

(4) A Memorial Garden City in Belgium,
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MORE COMMUNAL FARMING WANTED.

We can all agree that nothing is more desirable than
to increase the population on the land, but those who go
upon the land must go voluntarily and under conditions
which will ensure reasonable prospects of success. There
is nothing which demands greater prudence and wisdom
than the organization of soldiers’ settlements. More and
more farming becomes a business as scientific as bank-
ing or manufacturing and training is as necessary as for
any other occupation. All projects of land settlement
should be supervised by the best practical agriculturists
that can be secured. If blocks of land are to be selected,
they must be situated in good agricultural areas and mot
too far from railways and markets. Only failure ana
disaster would follow any attempt to settle soldiers in re-
mote or unproved country, or upon land which the best
practical farmers would not be glad to cultivate. It does
seem to me that in the Western provinces the Government
must acquire, upon terms that will not be unjust to the

absentee or unoccupying holders, much land which now
lies idle.

MR. J. A. ELLIS, DIRECTOR OF THE MUNICIPAL BU-
REAU OF MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS, ONTARIO.

Mr. Ellis, a former Mayor of Ottawa, in addition to his

ordinary duties as head of the Municipal Bureau has char-

ge of the Housing Scheme of the Province of Ontario.

TOWN SOLICITOR OF
N. S.

ARTHUR ROBERTS,

K. Cs,
BRIDGEWATER,

Vice-President of the Union of Canadian Municipalities,

and one of the delegates of the Union at the Industrial

Congress.
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Municipal Finance

SASKATCHEWAN MUNICIPAL BORROWINGS. :
In an article that recently appeared in the Financial
Post, Mr. J. N. Bergus, Commissioner of the l._o_cal Govern-
ment Board, and formerly Minister of Mun.lc'lpal_ .Affau-s,
paints a picture of the Saskatchewan mumc:pahtl.es and
their financial standing that cannot help but sustain con-
fidence in their securities. e
From the majority of our seven cities no a,pphca'tmn to
borrow mone'y by debenture has been received durmg.the
last twelve months. The old boom spirit of.seven or eight
years ago has been almost entirely absent in t}-qe few ap-
plications which were thus presented. The m.a.m requests
which were received favourably were for additions to the
electric lighting plants, and as these utilities usually show-
ed a profit and aided in lowering fire risk, the proposed
expenditures were sanctioned. s o
As already stated the evidence of undue optimism has
been scarce, and in few instances indeed has th board t.)een‘
obliged to restrict proposed pragrammes. Those. things
which were not essential, among which mlght' be included
the- construction of poulevards and the extension of water
mains where few if any, patrons would be found for the
next twelve months have been subject to post)m.nomont.
During the past year the people of our province have
learned more of the nature of bonds and debeiltures, large-
ly through the Victory Loans. In several instances the

vesidents of a community where, for example’:; \‘?105);
district was issuing debentures, readily saw the (url:{]xr ;;
S 18 ot

s themselves.

~chasing school debenture 5
of Miralestin, el 1y encouraged local in-

cal Government Board has invariab

vestments of this kind. ik
The rural municipalities of Saskatchewan are in particu-

larly fortunate financial condition. One of them hd's $25,-
000 invested in Victory Bonds, while uthers showed at the
end of last year cash surpluses of amounts o?ten exceed-
ing $10,000. With comparatively few exceptloilﬁ, collec-
tions of arrears of taxes are in satisfactory c,ondltlion.VSev-
eral municipal institutions will hold no tax sale this f'fl.ll a;
they will have no arrears to co]lect.. The d:e’hentuxes 911
rural municipalities continue to be “gilt-edge('l. Thgy wi

probably continue to be scarce as the councils do 1_10t see,
the advisability of undertaking a debe_n.tiire loan if they
have ample funds to carry on the;ir activities from current
revenues.

It has been stated before and may be here repeated that

while a few urban centres horrowed somewhz}t.’umylsel.y
during the boom period, the percentage .of mun.lmpal insti-
tutions in Saskatchewan in actual difficulty is less than
one per cent. None of our municipalities has had cause or
desire to repudiate its obligations but on the other hand
the attitude generally is to repay every dollar already bor-
rO}Xiﬂedc‘onclusion it may be stated that at a time‘when a
maximum of cost is to pe confronted in ,c(')ristrl_lc'ting pub-
lic improvements of any Kkind, our mumclpallt'les as a
whole see the wisdom of refraining from pl'acm.g them.-
selves under fixed charges which would remgm high until
the debt is exhausted, no matter how prices generally
may decline during the next few years. ;

Any company that desires to offer fo_r sale in Saskatclie-
wan its shares, stock or bonds, must first securje authority
so to do from the Local Government Board, which makes a
close investigation into the standing of such company.
Where it is discerned that the shares will not probably
yield a reasonable return to the prospective purchaser, a;?-
proval of their sale in the province is not granted. It is
conceded that the interests of the public are thus safe-
guarded. Since the war came to a practical close, the
number of companies thus coming before the board has

slightly increased. s

SASKATCHEWAN GOVERNMENT USES DOMINION
HOUSING LOAN FOR SOLDIERS BENEFIT.

The Dominion Minister of Finance was authorized last
December to make loans to provincial governments re-
questing the same for the purpose of erecting modern
dwelling houses in their cities and towns. The provincial
government at its last session passed an Act enabling the
Provincial Treasurer of Saskatchewan to apply for loans
for this purpose to an amount not exceeding $2,000,000.
The provincial Treasurer is authorised to make loans to
cities and towns, upon their request, but it is specified that
the proceeds are only to be used for erecting dwelling
houses for returned soldiers.—Official Report.
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Our Services
At Your Disposal

Municipalities that are contemplat-
ing the issue of Bonds, the investment
of Sinking Funds, or any change in fin-
ancial policy, are cordially invited to
avail themselves of our services as
specialists in—

Municipal Securities

Wood, Gundy & Company

Head Office:

C. P. R. Building,
Toronto
Branches :

Saskatoon
New York

Montreal
London

T T

Service
to Municipalities

HE Statistical Department of this Cor-

poration is at all times prepared to assist
Municipal officials in the preparation and
sale of their debentures.

Consult us in regard to the—

(l) Interest rates most suitable for
current markets.

(2) Form in which debentures
should be issued to bring the
best price.

(8) Cost of printing bonds.
(4) Bond Market conditions.

Dommion SEcurimzs
CORPORATION-LIMITED

26 KING ST, EAST « TORONTO
MONTREAL

LONDRON, ENG.

AT
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EDWIN HANSON WILLIAM HANSON

THE OLD AND RELIABLE HOUSE
OF

HANSON BROS.,,

BOND DEALERS
MONTREAL

Are prepared to consider the

purchase of entire issues of

bonds made by municipalities
large or small

Correspondence Solicited

HANSON BROS,,

164 ST. JAMES STREET,
MONTREAL

Established 1883 |

LOANS MADE TO:
BONDS BOUGHT FROM:

MUNICIPALITIES

A. P. LESPERANCE, Manager

City and District Savings Bank
MONTREAL

HYDRO-ELECTRIC RAILWAY ASSOCIATION OF
ONTARIO

At the anual meeting of the Hydro-Electric Railway As-

sociation of Ontario recentiy held in Toronto, the following

officers were elected: Honorary president, Sir Adam Beck;
honorary vice-president, Hon. I. B. Lucas, Attorney- Gen-
eral; president, J. W. Lyon, Guelph; vice-presidents, May -
or T. L. Church, Toronto; A. F. Wilson, Markham; C. R.
Somerville, London; George Duncan, Peterboro; C. G.
Booker, Hamilton; W. B. Burgoyne, St. Catharines; Fred
Milman, Picton; John Derbyshire, Brockville; Peter Ray,
Watertown; secretary, T. J. Hannigan, Guelph; treasurer,
G. P. Hamilton, Guelph.

Wioly SX Vs Nio o9

ADVISES CURTAILMENT OF EXPENDITURES.

Commissioner Bradshaw of Toronto, in his annual state-
ment advises curtailment of capital expenditure during
the present year. Considering that the programme of work
to be proceeded with during the current yvear has already
been far exceeded, he urges that, having regard to the
credit of the city and the strain on the taxpayers, addi-
tional capital undertakings be laid over.

The capital amount of work to which the city is now
committed, including local improvements recommended,
and which has not yet been financed, amounts to over
eight and a quarter million dollars., This includes $1,000,-
000 for the housing scheme, $115,000 for bridges, $200,000
for street cars, $185,000 for railway pavements, $917,000
for waterworks, $845,000 for schools, $503,000 for sewers,
$102,000 for libraries, $150,000 for parks, $496,000 for im-
provements along the water front and $272,000 for mis-
cellaneous matters. The local improvements are: Pave-
ments,  $2,042,647; Sewers, $594,845; Curbs, $14.598; Side-
walks, $144,174; Gradings, $140,858; extensions and widen-
ings, $645,521.

Water works improvements, $864,770; public school sitec
and building $845,00; authorized by legislation, $500,000;
harbor works and improvements, $487,539; civic car lines
$200,000; public libraries, $100,000; Terauley street and Ap-
plegrove extensions, $244,063; bridges, $15,000; relief sew-

ers, $389,585; registry office $23,000; parks and play-
grounds, $147,600; local improvements, $280,799; total, $2,-
912,770.

The Commissioner points out that no reference has been
made to the following matters, which, in the course of
time, will be proceeded with: Waterfront railway viaduct,

. right of way for Hydro radials, North Toronto street rail-

way, paving, etc., Bloor street railway, widening and pav-
ing, purchase of Toronto Street Railway, new parks, live
stock arena, new trunk sewer and sewage disposal system,
duplicate waterworks system. Mr. Bradshaw also adds:

“It will be observed that the amount of new debt pro-
posed is $2,9112,770, necessitating an annual addition to
debt charges of $265,397. At the close of 1918, the margin
of the city’s borrowing power was $8,055,172. After the
creation of the foregoing debts, and after eliminating those
which are not to be reckoned against our borrowing pow-

‘ers, the margin is reduced by $2,042,000, or, to $6,013,172.”

STANDING OF PUBLIC UTILITIES.

The City Comptroller of Edmonton, in his report of the
City’s Revenue and Expenditures (General Administration)
for the six months ending 30th June, draws attention to a
feature in the revenue in connection with the collection
of current taxes showing that as at 30th June $1,085,118.13
had been collected, reducing the city’s overdraft with the
bank to the comparatively small sum of $37,727.70; while
on account of tax arrears the sum of $526,054.34 was re-
covered within the period.

The results of the operation of the city’s utilities, in-
cluding electric light and power, street railway, telephone
and waterworks are particularly deserving of notice, a
net surplus for the six months being shown of $71,292.52
after providing for capital and depreciation charges on the
combined utilities.

The following is a recapitulation of the net results of
each particular utility for the half year:

Net Surpluses.
To 30th

To 30th
June, 1918, June, 1919,
Electric light and power $54,628.76 $72,464.78
Telephone. . 16,579.72 26,375.98
Waterworks .. 14,588.79 17,064.05
$85,797.27 $115,904.81
Net Deficit.
Street. Railway .. 56,127.93 44,612.29
$29,669.34  $71,292.52
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When Will This Happen

in Your Town?

36, 1919 ey .
meETOT'MZ G{Obe’iglnz —A lighted match carelessly thrown into a coal oil drip tank in
A 1 store on Dundas street, started a blaze this afternoon that prac-
Barker s'generat the whole business section of the village. All the residents of
ﬁlcauyllgége(ringl? women and children, toiled all afternoon to combat the flames.
e vi : ;

: i le is tonight dispirited after the afternoon, many women
dT(}:}fﬂ‘élrléig;rgfsf]iflu'ilﬁaaedlazed c%ndition, and even the rugged men are exhaus-
an _

ted after the day’s hard. fign.'t.

i le of the town formed bucket lines from the Credit
i Whﬂfl(f %;%inogo?llre (?}e%%e wells in the yic'inity, the rest busied themselves
glﬁfzréiig furniture from the burning buildings. :

The Waterous

e, (Gasoline Fire Engine

NO PROTECTION

would have saved the situation
for Erindale and would have paid
for itself many times over on this
one occasion alone,

Is your town any better pre-
pared than Erindale was to eope
with a situation such as the above?

If not, why take chances? ILet
us send you partieulars of this
I'ive Fighter to lay before your
Couneil. :

OVER 700 SATISFIED USERS

Agency
Branch VANCOUVER, B.C.
WINNIPEG, MAN.

THE WATEROUS ENGINE WORKS CO., LIMITED, Brantford, anada

—
T ——
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American
Bank Note
Company

ENGRAVERS and PRINTERS

MUNICIPAL DEBENTURES AND CHEQUES
A SPECIALTY

HEAD OFFICE:

208-228 WELLINGTON STREET, OTTAWA

Branches: MONTREAL, TORONTO, WINNIPEG.

Quebec Savings and Trust
Company

Head Office, MONTREAL

J. N. GREENSHIELDS, K.C. President,
J. W. PYKE, Vice-President,
F. W, TOFIELD, Manager.

This Company Specializes
in the

Joint Administration
of

Municipal Sinking Funds
Full Particulars Upon Application.

206 TRANSPORTATION BUILDING,
Corner St. Francois Xavier and St. James Streets.

MUNIGIPAL OFFIGIALS

WHEN YOU

NEED A BOND

APPLY TO

The Dominion of Canada Guarantee

and Accident Insurance Company
Head Office, TORONTO

—"THE SECORITY OF A BOND™—

GUARANTEED BY THE ‘‘DOMINION.”’
A STRONG CANADIAN COMPANY
WITH LARGE RESERVE FUNDS IS
SAFER, SANER AND MORE SATIS-
FACTORY IN EVERY WAY THAN
TRUSTING TO THE VARIABLE FOR-
TUNES OF PRIVATE BONDSMEN.

BRANCH OFFICES:

HALIFAX. ST. JOHN. OTTAWA.
CALGARY. REGINA.
VANCOUVER.

MONTREAL.
WINNIPEG.

MUNICIPAL
DEBENTURES
BOUGHT

B _t

MUNICIPALITIES WILL PROFIT

BY COMMUNICATING WITH Us

WHEN CONTEMPLATING THE
ISSUE OF DEBENTURES.

-t

C. H. Burgess & Company

Traders Bank Building - Toronto, Can.




September, 1919.

CANADIAN MUNICIPAL JOURNAL

O

(<]

BANK OF MONTREAL

Established 100 Years (1817-1917)

S e AR M
CAPITAL (PAID UP) - - - $16,000,000
REST - - $16,000,000
UNDIVIDED PROFITS $1,901,613
TOTAL ASSETS - - $558,413,546

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sir Vincent Meredith, Bart, President,
§ir Charles Gordon, G.B.E. Vice-President.

Lt.-Col. Molson, M.C.
C. R. Hosmer, Esq.
D. Forbes Angus, Esq.

R. B. Angus, Esq.
Wm. McMaster, Esq.
H. R. Drummond, Esq.
Lord Shaughnessy, K.C.V.O. Harold Kennedy, Esq.
H. W, Beauclerk, Esq. G. B.Fraser, Esq

Col. Henry Cockshutt, J. H. Ashdown, Esa.

Head Office : MONTREAL

General Manager -- Sir Frederick Williams-Taylor,
Throughout Canada and Newfound-

land. ekt
BRANCHES At London, England, and at Mexl
AND City.

AGENCIES : In the United States——Nevg York, Chi-
cago, Spokane, San Francisco —
British American Bank (owned and
controlled by Bank of Montreal.)

A GENERAL BANKING BUSINESS TRANSACTED

THE ROYAL BANK
OF CANADA

Capital Paid Up...................... $14,000,000

Reserve and Undivided Profits. .. ..... 16,500,000

MOtAl ANGOES .o iviciiin: iniv b aans 420,000,000
HEAD OFFICE - MONTREAL

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Sir Herbert S. HOLT, Pres. E. L. PEASE, Vice-Pres.
éas. Redmond C. E. Neill

. R. Crowe Sir Mortimer B. Davis
D. K. Elliott G. H. Duggan
Hon. W. H. Thorne C. C. Blackadar

John T. Ross
‘Wm Robertson R. MacD. Paterson
A. J. Brown, K.C. W. H. McWilliams

‘W. J. Sheppard Capt. Wm. Robinson
C. S. Wileox A. McTavish Campbell
A. E. Dyment

OFFICERS:
E. L. Pease, Man. Director, C. E. Neill, Gen. Manager.
F. J. Sherman, Asst. Gen.-Manager; M. W. Wilson,

Supt. of Branches.

555 Branches, in: every Province of the Dominion of
Canada and in Newfoundland; in Havana and
throughout Cuba, Porto Rico, Dominican Republic,
Costa Rica, and Venezuela; Antigua, St. John’s;
Bahamas, Nassau; Barbados, Bridgetown; Dominica,
Roseau; Grenada, St. George’s; Jamaica, Kingston;
Montserrat, Plymouth; Nevis, Charlestown; St. Kitt’s,
Basseterre; Trinidad, Port of Spain and San Fern-
ando; British Guiana, Georgetown, New Amsterdam
and Rose Hall (Corentyne); British Honduras, Belize.
SPAIN, Barcelona—Plaza de Cataluna 6.

LONDON, England—Princes St., E.C.
NEW YORK AGENCY—68 William St.,
Savings Department at all Branches.

Our Famous Heart
Shape Design

MIXERS

Made in_Canada by a Canadian Firm
Noted for Mixing Concrete Fast and Perfect

Built in all sizes and Over 6000
Guaranteed S ise
Qutwears other makes i
: airs WRITE FOR
with less rep YRITE FO)

Built of Steel, not L1on.
Equipped with special
built Engine and Ko-
tary Magnelo, 1e-
quiring no batler-
es. :

Covered and dust-

¢ proof.

IMPROVED CONCRETE MACHINERY

Crushers, Rolls, Hoists, Pavers, Brick, Block, Tile,
Sewer Pipe Machines, Screens, etc. Contractors
and Bnilders’ Machinery, etc.

Write for Special Offers and Catalog

WETTLAUFER BROS. LIMITED

178 SPADINA AVENUE, TORONTO, ONT.

London Concrete Mixers
No. 4 and No. 6 ‘

R AT

{BON

A portable machine made in two sizes suitable-  for
small jobs such as building foundations, sidewalks,
barn-walls, concrete silos or any work requiring a
capacity up to 60 cu. yds. per day.

The machines are of the same substantial design and
construction as our larger machines. Built to stand
constant use.

Equipped with Novo Dust Proof Gasoline Engines
which on a Concrete Mixer will outwear three of the
ordinary open type engines.

Will save the price of itself in thirty days’ use. Send
for catalogue No. 48-B. State capacity desired.

London Concrete Machinery Co., Ltd.
Dept., London, Ontario

World’s Largest Manufacturers of Concrete
Machinery.
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MACKINNON STEEL CO. LIMITED
SHERBROOKE, QUE.

STRUCTURAL STEEL AND STEEL PLATE WORK

OF ALL KINDS

Penstocks, Thimbles, Draft Tubes Wheel Cases,
Racks, Steel Gates, Gate Steelwork, Power House
Steelwork.

Montreal Office - - 404 New Birks Building

Any investor or manufac-
turer who wants the

FACTS

about any CANADIAN
CITY or TOWN with the
view of investing or estab-
lishing an industrial enter-
prise, should write to the

Bureau of Information

CANADIAN MUNICIPAL
- JOURNAL

Coristine Bldg., Montreal, P.Q.

Yol XV4

No. 9

“It’s Great”

These words exactly

describe the quality
of

OREST-STRE

TOBACCO

EVERYWHERE 2()¢ PER TIN



