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UNITY AND CHARITY AMONG YREETHINKERS.

BY WILLIAM EMIETTE COLEMAN.

It is a fact patent toall, that great diversity of opinior: oa philo-
sophic and theological points exists among Freothinkers ; indeed,
dissimilarity of thought and disassociation in sentiment are neces-
arily implied in the term ¢ Freethinking”—a Freethinker being
onos who does not follow in the beaten track of established opinion,
tut who, in the determination of all subjects presented him, cxer-
tises his own powers of analysis, anu judgment, irrespective of
what so-called authoritics in church and stato may assert, or of
whut the dicla of projudiced public opinion or tyranncus St. Cus.
tom way propound or enforve. Each one being, therefore, freo to
decido for hiwself relative to the merits or demerits, truth or
ialsity of the vavious conflicting ideas widely prevalent in our
midst, and there being the greatest dissimilitudo in human men-
tlity, no two persons being constituted precisely alike, antago.
tism in opinion and differenco in conception mnecessarily and in.
tritably ariso awong Frecthinkers, as with all others.

Coupled with this free diversity in thoughit, there is, howaever,
—or at least there should be,—na bond of union between all those
denominating thenselves Freethinkers or  Liberaly,—the presenco
of & common foe, unserupuloug, arbitrary, dogmatic, dictatorial,
prsecutive, in Modern Christianity, cothroned in solemn awe,
12d in full panoply of power throughout the civilized world. This
muthless foe, its hands gory with tno blood of tho slaughtered
nillions who dared think for themsclves in times agoag, its very
uro pregaant with awful significanco of fire and faggot, rack and
gibbet, nresents an unbroken front to the desultory, scattered
sMacks of tho unorganized, disurited Liberal thinkers now found
in nearly overy loeality.
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Alwvmed at the steady aldvance in Liberal sentiment, the growth

i of Freethought nnd mental emancipation, new encroachments upon

tho rights and liberties of those dissenting from its degmatic tinal-
itics, aro constantly being made by the Church. Tighter and stili
tighter does the Christinn hierarchy seck to fusten the cords of
ccclesiastical despotism around the thyoat of Proygressive Free.
thought, stifling the utterance of overy criticism of its own hid-
cous defornities, every appenl to free, enlightened reason, truth’s
only legitimato arbiter aud umpice.

To meet the crisis fast approaching, to stem tho rising torrent
of theologic usurpation exzircling all true lovers of ¢ universal
mental liberty,” unity of action and organized persistent defenso
ig, on their part, imperatively demanded ; else, cre wo be fully
awaro thereof, tho chains of iegalized churchianic thralldom will
hiold us in their fast embrace, despoiled of tho inherent rights,
privileges and immunities due to us as freemen and as citizens.

Such being the case, the Liberals of Canada are to be congratu-
lated upon tho vigorous efforts recently made by them in the mat-
ter of organization and propagandism ; for, without combined en-
deavor, but littlo can be sccured.  Tho organization of u Guneral
Freethought Association, and the establishment of a monthly jour-
nal dovoted to tho advocacy of the most advanced thought of this
most advauced age, mark & now cra in the history of Frecthought
in Cunada ; and, so far as can bo gathered, both enterpriscs are
inaugurated under auspicious and encouraging circumstances.
May the mission of cach bo ever *conguering and to conquer I”

The triplo apothegm adopted by the Gereral Association as the
cmbodiment of its course of action, is felicitously appropriato and
welltimed.  Recognizing the basic fact of the wide divergement
in opinion found, on all occasiong, in collective bodies of Free-
thinkers, it promulgates as its unisonous bond, anity in all thinga
demonstrated, free diversity in all things doubted, and charity in
all things whatsoover ; than which a nobler sentiment could not
form the groundwork of aperation of any ascociative body. The
principles embodied in this comprehensive triune aphorism should
form the working basis of all Freethinkers throughout the world ;
and could thoy «li be brought to sco their intrinsic value, and the
still groater valuo of combination of effort for mutual self-defonso
apd oxtension of tho truth, vastly more might be accomplished,
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than could bo dono without associntive endeavor, for tho regeneor-
ation of mankind, its luws, customns, and institutions, from the
tyrannio gripo of barbaric and medieval superstition, in which
thoy nro one and all strongly entrenched.

In connection with wuity in free diversity, wo find charity
posited ns the erowning principle pormeating and engirding all our
cfforts, nims, endenvars ; for, without charity,—that charity which
+¢ thinketh no ovil,” that “beareth all things ; hopeth all things,”
and that ' coveroth a multitudoof sing,”—we should verily be “as
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal;"—indeed, the practical
axcrcise of charity ig a necessary corollary from the recognition
and actualization of free diversity of opinion and action.

Tho practical utilization of this allimportant principle of char-
ity more largoly among Liberal thinkers, would be productive of
great goot to our common cause. Our Christian foes prato of
chatity as n pre-euinently Christian vivtuo,—Frecthinkers even
talking at times of Clristian charity,—as if charity were not
existent in the world longere tho Nazarene enthusiust trod tho
desert sands of Syria; and as if, of all religions and peoples, the
purely Clyistian have not in all ages demonstrated, probably, the
areatest lack of that vital principle of othical observance. True
charity, in the matter of those with opinions opposite to. or with
different codes of action from, our own, is ravely found among the
advocates and disseminators of antipodal religious crceds,—dog-
matic sectarists intent on proselyting propagandism, all to the
glory of God —and of their respective petty sects |

This benign virtue, nlmost totally banished from ecclesiastical
circles,—from among the bickering schismatics of our timo and
day,—is seeking refugo with those whoso very namoe—TFreothinker,
Liberzl—is significant of the presenco of charity, good will, lib-
erty of thoughtand expression, free diversity in unity. Let us,
then, be worthy of the nnmne wo bear: let us be liberal to all,
whother their viewa coincide with, or are antagonistic to, those
held dear by us: let us not only bo Frecthinkers ourselves, but
let us oxtend to every human being the srme inv .late, inherent
right,—the right not only of freedom to think diffeivnt from our-
selves, but liberty to advance that thought, and freedom to actual-
ize it in deed and act; provided, that, in so doing, no infringe-
ment of like right in others be effected.

Probably tho most extensive differences among us may bo found
upon the questions of the existence of Dicty and of a future life.
The truth upon theso two points not being regarded as things
demonstrated, are, according to the foregoing standard of action,
included in the (second) category of things doubtful ; and, in tho
advocacy of opposing views on theso two questi-ns, let usever
keep charity at the helm,—learn to respect tho G:eply-cherished
opiniors of those contrary in sentiment to oursclves. Let us re-
member, that, however firmly establisbed we may Lo in our con-
victions of truch, that evon thoughno doubt thereof may exist in our
mindg, those opposed to usin idea and conclusion ave ag thor-
oughly convinced, and as sanguine of the ultimate truth, of their
conceptions, as we of ours; each thus exercising the broadest
charity in referenco to thoso of different belief.

By no means, however, should cither party cease to brttle vig-
orously and determinedly for that which appeals to their con-
sciousness ac right and true. Though both bo in unity as regands
the valuo and importance of emancipation from theological error
and ascdal myth, though hoth be valiant workers in Free-
thiought’s sacred eauso, yet, upon thoso points where differences
appear, each should, of course, endeavor, by all legitiinate means,
to advanco tho truth ag it is perceived by them, attacking reso-
lutely and unsparingly what is leemed erroncous in the opposing
party ; this, howerer, in nerfect charity and lovo to them indi-
vidually, as brothers in tho common causo of humen disenthrall-
ment and religious freedom, and also as brothers in the still wider
senso of being membors of the camp human family,—children of
our common mother, Natura,

Attack erroncous ideas, not in personal bitterness or partisan
spite, but with the viow zolely to the disecvery, application, and
impartation of truths. Show no mercy to what is considered
untruth and crror, and thercforo injurions to mankind, no mattor

by whom hold, whothor dearest friend or bitterest foo ; yet all in
lovo and charity for thoso holding the orroneous viows, Let the
Athoist endeavor to demonstiato the absurdity and futility of
Thoistio conceptions and speculations ; so let the Theist seek to
establish tho being of an Omnipotent Power in the universe, aud
its presumed modo of action. Lot the Materialist prove, if he
can, the supremacy of Mattor in all things, phyaical, mental,
paychological ; likewiso, lot tho Spiritualist prove, if ho can, the
existonco of a spiitual universo coincident with the Matorial, and
tho possibility of communion between the two: and, in every
ongo, lat each givo due respect to those of difforing ways of think-
ing, each endeavoring, #n kindness though with cnergv and zeal,
to uproot what is deomed frllacious in the other, inculeating in its
stead his own (a5 ho esteoms) nigher and better impressions of the
truth.

Lot not the Atheist scornfully condemn the Theist; neither let
the Theist Jook contemptuously upon the Atheist; no doubt both
bave portions of the truth unregarded by the otkar, In like man-
ner, let not thoe 3" aterinlist despise the teachings and “phenomena”
of the Spiritualists ; nor let the Spiritualist ignore the reasonings
and deductions of tho Matorialists : for, in their caso also, neithor
perceives the whole truth most likely, and cach cun learn of the
other.

With theso feelings animating the great body of the untram.
meled thinkers of America and Europe; with tho principle of
unity in free divorsity permeated by boundless charity infilling
all our hearts and minds, charzacterizing vur conduct over; with
united effort and combinsd endeavor in tho advancemont of truth
18 it is in Freothought and mental liberty,—lhow much wmay bo
accomplished in a fow yes— comparatively, how vast a debt of
gratitude for our fruitful 1. socs wiil wo entail on future gencra-
tions,—our children and our children’s children, who, arising and
calling us blessed, will rejoice to know themselves the descendants
of such worthy sires, who, knowing their duty, that duty nobly
did, fearless, undaunted, free/ “And now abideth” unity, freo
diversity, “and charity, these three; but tho greatest of these is
CHARITY !"

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, U. S. A., Septenber, 1878,

A SUNDAY SUHOOL BOOK.

The other day, while taking a walk in the country, I was over-
taken by « shower, fiom which 1 sought refnge in a wayside inn.
While enjoying my pipo and a glass of lager beer—I seldom tako
anything vl uger now—a blooming girl of thirteen summers or
8o, entered, with a book in her hand.  On requesting the maiden
to let mo look at it, I saw it was from the Sunday-sclhicol library
of the neighbering village. It boro tho title of “The Governess;
or tho missing Fencil Case,” by tho Rev. J. T. Barr, ete,, otc, n
gentleinan that I have never heard of, and that I never wish to
hoar of again. The book was throughout—as I fully expected—
utter twaddlo and trash, but as it contained only 39 pages, I had
read it through before tho storm passed over. I remombired what
Milton said, that there was no book so bad but somo good might
to extracted ont of it, and, after going tirough tho tiny volume, I
mado up my mind that this was thoe only true sentenco in it,
which I cheerfully mako a present of to any good little boy or
girl that may venturo to peep into such a “naughty” work as the
Frecrinoraar JounNaL. Tho sentenco is as follows: It is a
mournful proof of the degeneracy of human nature that thousands
who bear the Christian namo aro ever envious at the prosperity
of others. Whilo they

Sicken at another’s joy,

2nd hate the excellenca they cannot reach ;
Thoy will labor to cast a shadow over their merits and study. to
darken, with tho deopest clouds, the characterof their unsuspecting
victims.” Theso ¢ Christians” scem to know one another, thought
1, so I advise my young friends to give them n widobirth, and pass
them by. It would, I imagine, bo impossitlo to follow Hamlet's
advico, and “ reform them altogether.”

Viaror Joxorus.
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WHAT WE OFFER.

Noxt issue will complote the first year's oxistenco of Tue
FreetnotGHT Jounyar.  When the first number appeared many
of our Christian friends (or cnemices) confidently asserted that *“no
Infidel sheot conld exist six months in this Christian Canada of
owrs,” and wo havo no doubt that the wish was father to the pre-
diction, but their wish has been in vain aud their prediction un-
fultlled. Thanks to a few Liberal friends, wo have been ablo to
withstand the storm of opposition, and, if our friends will respond
promptly to the liberal offers we make below, the Joursar will

* become a suceess and be placed upen a firm financial footing. Tho
Jourxar will continue to be strictly anti-theological, and its pages
will bo open for tho discussion of all questions which are agitating
this ago of progress. If our Spiritualist friends, and those

espocially interested in Labor Reform, favor us with their com-

munications a portion of vur space will bo devoted to their iuter-

ests. Neither of theso classes have at present any medivm in -

Canada through which to advecato their cause, and wo hopo they
will rally to our support—at least until thoy can each support an
organ wholly devoted o their views.

To cach subscriber, whether old or new, who remits us oue
dollar with nrrears, if any, before the 30th of October, 1878, wo
will gend post-paid any four of the following photographs, viz,
Mrs. Aunnie Besant, C. Bradlaugh, Col. Ingersoll, B. F. Underwood,
Mrs. Sara A. Underwood, Ed. Hanlan, W. C. Bryant, Ralph
Waldo Ewmerson, Tyndall, Darwin, Huxley, Herbert Spencer,
Proctor, Eurl Salisbury, Earl Beaconsficld, or any of the well-
known actors, actresses, poets, divines, oarimen; or ono cabinet
size photograph of any of *he following viz,, Tyndall, Darwin,
Huxloy, Spencer, Mrs. Annie Besant, Chbarles Bradlaugh, Han-
lan, or any of tho colobrated oarsmen of America; or any Liberal
Looks and pamphiets the retail price of which is not more than
twenty-fivo conts. The small photograpks rotail at soven cents
cach, and tho cabines at from twenty-fivo to forty cents cach.

To any one who will send tive now subscribers with five dollars,

!

besides sending to ench subseriber as above, wo witl scnd post-paid
to the getter-up of the club a copy of the “ S 'mposiur” —a book
which has created .  tremendous stir in tio theological world,
Price, &1,

For ten now subscribers with ton dollars wo will send, besides
premiums to each subscriboer, o copy of “ Ureg’s Creed of Christ-
endom,” noticed in this issue ; price, 21.50,

For twenty subzeribers, ton of whom must be new subscribarg,
with twenty dollurs, beside nremiums ns above, we will sond post-
paid & copy of D. M. Benuett’s  Champions of the Church,” a
Lok of over 1,100 pages, and which gives the history of mnost of
the eminent Christians, from Jesus of Nazaveth to Henry Ward
Beecher ; price, £3.

All tho above books are elezantly bound, intensely intorvesting
to every Frecthinker, and should be in the hibrary of every Lib-
eral who can afford to purchase them. Hereis n chance to obtain
one or moto of them by a little exertion in a canse which we
should all huve at heart.

Let every Freethinker, Spiritualist, and Labor Reformer in the
Dominion aend in their subscriptions before the 30th of October,
and, besides receiving the premiums offered, help to sustain the
only paper in Canada in which they can express an honest opin-
jon. It rests with you, Liberals of Canada, to make Tar Free-
THOUGHT JOURNAL o permanent institution in our country. Shall
it be donel

EDITORIAL NOTES AND NOTICES.

Those who are in avrears for the JornNaL can, by sending us
bofore the 3ULh of October the sum of two dollaxs, reseive tho
same premiums offered clsewhere in this issue. If they do not
want to continue the JOURNAL wo must ask them to send us what
is due us, as at tho expiration of that timo their names will be
struck off and their accounts placed in other hands for collection.
Some of theia have not ordered the paper, but by taking them
frem the post offico they becoma legally liablo for tho amount.  We
are compolled to take this course in justice to those who do pay,
and to ourselves.

Owing to the non-nrrival of certificato from Mr. Green to enable
us to take advantage of the reduced fare, wo were unable to Lo
present at the Watkin's Convention.  From our liberal oxchanges
we learn that the Convention wasin overy way, except financially,

agroatsuccess.  We regret exceedingly ourinability to be present.

Wo leave over to the next number the conclusion of William
Emmette Coleman’s article, * Comparativo Evolution of the Lowor
Animals and Man" to make roomn for an excellent artielo by the
samo author, enti*led ¢ Unity and Charity among Frecthinkers.”
Mr. Coleman is an emminent Spiritualist and labour reformer, and
wo are suro our readers will fully appreciato and reciprocate tho
apirit of charity and good will which porvades the article.

Nino hundred copies of Col. Ingersoll’'s ““ God’s, ete.” wero lately
seized at the Custom Houso by our liberal Christian Government
of Canada on the ground that Leing anti-Christian thcir sale was
illegnl. This is ono of tho £irst {ruits of tho judgment, in tho now
cclebrated Pringlo vs. Napance case, in which tho principle is
laid down that whatever is anti-Chrisiian is illegal. TUnder that

n
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judgment overy copy in the Dommion of the *Symposium,
“ Creed of Christendom,” and tho works of o, Knut, Goetlio,
Strauss, Rennn, Paine, Voltaire, Herbert, Spencer, Tyndall, Darwin,
Huxloy, Leslio Stephen, Froude, and a host of other works by tho
“blest thinkers und writers the world has over produced can be
confiseated. Wearo no furthor advanced in civilization in Canada
now than Englaud was when she prosecuted writers and publishers
of Infidel works a hundred yeara ago.

During the Watking Convention, our friends . M. Bennett,
of the Pruth Seeker, und W. S. Bell, and a Miss Tilton wero
arrested by some of the hospitable (1) Christians of Watkins, for
selling “ Cupid’s Yokes.” \Wo have not seen the book and do not
know ite character, but from what is said of it by others, among
thern Mr. Abbott, of the Boston Jndex, it appears though in some
respects objectionablo, it was not written for the purpose of cor-
rupting the community, but with the best motives, and is intended
to show up some of the injustico aud hardships of the present mar-
riago system. Like Col. Ingersoll, wo have no sympathy with
those those who would break up the ties of homo and family, but
wo recognize the right of all to discuss the question, and all other
questions, witbout being in danger of fines and imprisonment.
Christians pretend to hold the persecutions of past ages in horror,
but such cases as these show us that it is the powe-, and not the
will, which they lack, to become as great oppressors as thoy wero
in the dark ages.

We have received and read with great pleasure the Eloventh
Aunual Report of the Freo Religious Association, of Boston, and
wo beg to recommend it to all who feel inckined to fight under the
flag of religious liberty. We aro not prepared to say that this
report is equat to several that have gone hefore it ; but it is, nover
theless, suflicient.  The Presicant, O. B. Frothingham, bronght
his usual geniality Lo bear in conducting the affairs of the Associa-
tion. and wo can well understand the terror and dismay that over-
took them when they learned that he had mado up his mind to
retire from the post of honor that he had occupied since the com-
mencement sf the Association, ten yemrs ago.  Mr. Frothingham
is succeeded by Prof. Adler, of Now York, and it i3 to be hoped
that he will carcy on the good work with the same zeal as has
uniformly marked tho carcer of his predecessor. Tins number
contains two very valuable papeis ; one by W. I Spencer, and
the other by Mannio Ellinger.  Wo have marked several passages
in both papers, und we hope to bo uble to place them before our
readers soon ; but for the present we canuot make room for therm.
The veport for 1878 is to be had at 40 conts a coyy, and 25 cents
if four ave sent for at the samo time.  All the former reports from
1874 to 1877 are tu be had at the mero nominal price of 5 centsa
copy, aud those who have nover 1ead them should not fail to pro-
curo them, as so much solid reading is soldom to bo got for the
money. ‘The happy fow ~ho have read them should think of the
wants of others and scatter the reports abroad with a liberal—if a
discorning—hand.  * Basido all waters, sow,” cte.

Tho following letters appeared in the Daily Ontario of Aug.
31st. Xt must indeed bavo been a “terriblo struggle” for Mr.
Jones to givo up all for censcienco sake, but ono such brave man
is of tnore real value to tho world than a thousand hypocrites in
their pulpits.  We aro of the opinion that if all tho clorgy who
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think with Mr. Jones would act in the same way their ranks

would bo terribly thinned : -
BeLieviLLE, August 12th,
To the Churchwardens and Members of' Christ Churcle Congreye
tion.

My Dear Friexps,—It is with deop regret chat I announce to
you my retivement from tho Christian Ministry.

I feel this courso to be my honest duty, because after two years’
caveful investigation I have been brought to roject the faith us it
is commonly held in the Chureb, it boing manifest to me that the
present age of Christinnity oxhibits but a poor attempt to defznd
theology ngaiust the overwhelming discoveries of Science.

It has indeed been a terriblo strugglo for mo, and has told with
effect upon my mental and bodily health, but I act calmly and
dispassionately, and have only now to thank you all, my dear
friends, for your great kindness to me during my ministration.

Of course I am aware that I sacrifice everything, it may be the
affections of many friends ; but I had only one of two courses to
adopt—either to renounce all for consciouce sake, or accept tho
degrading position of ncting out the disgraceful und dishonorable
farco of preaching what I did not believe.

I have choson the former. As your clergyman, dear friends,
farowell.

Sincorely yours,
Jonx R. Joxes.
BeLLEvVILLE, Aug. 12, 1878.

Deaw Mr. Ancupeacoy,—In the absenco of the Bishop I beg
fo announce to you my resignation of Christ Church Parish and
retirement from the Ministry of the Church.

Very truly yours,
T'o the Ven. Archdeacon Parnell, Kingston.

Joux R. JoxEs.

THE BISLE V. SCIENCE AND NATURAL HISTORY,

When Galileo pried a flut and inert earth out of the pago of
Scripture where it lay embedded, rounded it and sent it spinning
in a fair orbit to the tune of law, men looked at their Bible with
dismay ; an empty pit where the earth hud rested on its pillars,
and all avonnd its edge were toxts left as ragged as a crater; the
eccentric orb wust be flattened into place agnin to restore the
integrity of Seripture. And then stood Galileo in the fatal nick
of time, in the very spot where this readjusting process caught
him, and neither God nor man conld afford remorso at the
spectaclo.  And all this happoned because somebody in Joshua,
exalting ovor a battle, said that the sun stood still until tho pooplo
had avenged themselves upon theiv enomies, It wmust, therefove,
previously have been in the habit of moving round a stationary
earth, Now-adays the credit of this miraclo is saved at no
expense oxcept that of tho common senso of the divine who gaid
lately in its behalf that, although there seems to be n slight
astronomical difliculty in the case, thero must have been an appar-
ent stoppago of the sun, preduced, no doubt, by refraction; at
all events produced in some way, becanso the statement is unquah-
fied. Tho same theologian will have it that the Bible recorded
the fact of tho astoroidal showers moru than thirty centuries ago,
when Deborah, singing of a battle, praises God for having polted
the cnemy with meteors: “ The stars in thoir courses fonght
against Sisera.” Ilo also claims divine inspiration for the text
which speaks of the ant storing up its food, though it has been
thought by naturalists that it only stores up its egas ; because, ho
says, “ Col. Sykes discovered at Poonah a species of ant which
regularly stores up the sceds of millet for its food in stormy
weathor.” Wondorful scientific Deity, who, after considering the
ways of that wat in India, mentioned thom ir confidence to
Solomon, then waited quictly for Col. Sykes. * Oh, staroyed
science, hast thou waudered there 3" If such bethe faculty which
is sometimes called the handmaid of religion, wo should prefor to
sco its domestic sorvico restricted to ordinary chores. There was
lately advertised a lot of paintings which arc exhibited by means



of & magio lantern ; thoy vepresent the unconverted and convertod
stato of mun, “and aro calenlated to awaken tho sinnor und give
strongth to the Christinn.” Here is o legitimuate opening for
clerical entorprise ; churches might be provided with apparatus to
magunify theic theology wnd omploy science to the work of saving
souls. Scientific nuthority is nlso olaimed for the Bible when it
speaks of the ostrich’s Labit of abandoning its eggs; this hus beon
denied, but ¢ later researches have proved that the ostrich quits

her oggs during the duy, and abandons them altogother if thoro !

has beon any intrusion apon thom.” Thus the text is saved to b
a subsequent support to all other texts of religion, such s the
beatitudes, which cannot prosumnblz stand if the ostrich does not
quit her oggs,  “'The Bible and Science by John Weiss," (No. 29
the Froe Iteligions Tracts—a serics that wo strongly recommend
to our readers).

THE PRINGLE TUND.

Wo have received tho following sums, and have forwarded tho
amount to Mr. Pringle :

“Agnostic” ..iiee eiieiiienn. B PP PPN - 1
An Irishman .o 1 00
Charles Smith, per “An Irishman” .....cccoovvniiieeene o oveee 1 00

The following letter accompunied “Agnostic’s” remittuance :
Avucust 29th, 1878,
ALLEN PRINGLE.

Dear Sir,—I enclose five dollars to apply against expenses in-
carred in your suit against Town of Napanee. I should like to
know, and I have no doubt others would also, through the Faee-
THOUGHT JOURNAL, how your appeal has been responded to.

With feelings of gratitude and admiration for your energy,
courago and pluck, I subscribo myself,

AGXOSTIC.

“ An Irishman" says in his letter:

« &, said be should not sleep eauy if hodid nct do something to
show bhis symputhy with Mr. Pringle. The sendment is one that
should rise spontaneously to the lips of every Liberal who reads
‘the card.” ”

LETTER FROM MR. FRINGLE.

Drar HarRGRAVE.

Yours enclosing P. Q. mouey ordor for §7, from threo contrib-
utors, to Le applied to costs of “ To ~n Hull suit,” is received. I
bave written my acknowledgements to the two contributors whose
names ure given, but as I have not the pleasure of knowing who
our unknown friend “Agnostic” is, I can ouly thank him publicly
through this medium. For his kind words in his accompanying
note as well as for his contribution I am duly thankful.

I have much pleasure in stating that, 50 far, thero has been 2
fair response to the “appeal” published in last JouryaL—more,
however, in promises than payments, but the promises are, I
think, good. The times have, wo know, been hard and money
scarce.

It was at first intended to publish the names ot contributoss to
tho costs fund in the JoursaL, but some huving strictly enjoined
upon me not to publish their numes or even mention tnem, and
none, so far, having authorized mo to do so, it is thought best not
to publish uny, as in publishing names not authorized wo might
unwittingly compromise and injure somw of our best iriends.
Every contribution wo get will bo at ouce acknowledged privately
by letter and a careful rocord kept.  If wo knew for cortain whose
mmes to publish and whoso to withhold we might do that, but
wo do not, except where instructions are given. Howaver, as you
stated in your kind remarks appended to my appeal, that con-
tributicns sent to you would be acknowledged in acxt JoURNaL, 1
infer that thoso who remit to you have no objections to their
names appeating. It 18 certainly true that many of our Liberal
frionds are, from tho naturc of their positions and circumstanoes,
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ontirely precluded from publicly identifying themselves with us,
and for this we cannot blame thom. They perbaps hold public
positions—are public officers—or are dependent upon the business
patronuge of the Christiun public for tha muintenunco of them.
selves and familics, and to oponly avow thair sentimonts and pub-
licly identify themselves with us would be in mauny cases equiva-
lent 1o tho utter loss of both position und patronage. We, who
caro less for consequences in the cause of truth, and are quite
willing to stem tho current and swim up stream, should be more
careful how wo borate and charge with moral cowardica those of
our frionds who deom it prudent, aye, even u duty, to maintain a
judicious reserve. They think their first duties to Lo to their fum.
ilies and those depending upon them. They still believe the
Scripture, “ Ho that provideth not for his own houschold is worse
than an infidel.” \What thut writer really meant by “infidad" is
not quite cloar ; but it is ovident he regarded an infidel as a very
bad person, and yet not so bad as he who will not provido for his
houschold. A wan's first duty, then, being to his fumily, I can-
not see that wo should, »4 iz too often done, upply the stigmn of
“cowardico” to those of our Liboral brethren who could not avow
themsolves without seriously jeopardizing the materini welfure of
those dependent upon thew. It is true there are some who aro
entirely beyond the reach of these effects, but who sbrink from
tho opprobrium of an unpopular cause, who dread Mrs, Grundy,
&c., &c. For these I havo not one word of apology or extenua-
tion. I believo that every Liberal, who can do so without seri-
ously injuring tho material interests of bis family, is bound in
duty to oponly avow his honest opirions and belief. No fear of
what “they say,” or drend even of personal persecution, shonld
deter him, Neither will they. if ho be 2 man and a trne Liberal.
Jobn Stuart Mill, in that admirable “Autobiography” of his,
which every young man should read, says: “On religion in par-
ticular the time appears to mo to have come when it is the duty
of all who being qualified in point of kuowledge, have, on mature
consideration, satisfied themselves that the current opinicns are
not ~uly false but hurtful, to make their dissent known ; at least,
if they are among thoso whose tation or reputation gives their
opinion & chance of bLoiug attended to. Such an avowal would
put an end, at once and forever, to the vulgag prejudice, that what
is called, very improperly, unbelief, is connected witb any bad
qualities either of wmind or heart. The world wonld be astonished
if' it know how great a proportion of its brightest ornaments—of
those most distinguished oven in popular estimation for wisdom
and virtue—aro complete skeptics in religion.”
Fraternally yours,
ALLEN PRINGLE.

P. 8. -The nolice is so short, and X am so pressed with extra
work at present that I cannot write anything further than this
letter for this number of JourNaL, but I know your space will be
woll filled, us it always is. AP

MYTHOLOGICAL STORIES FOR THE YOUNG.

BY MRS, ELMINA D, SLENKER.

No. 5.—Neptuns.

“ Noptune ! Thou whose force can make
The steadfasc earth from hor foundation’s shake.”

Neptuno was tho god of the Mediterranoan Sea especially, and
of all tho seas and waters in general, ns they fell to his sharo
when tho dominions of his father, Saturn, were divided. Xike
his brothers and sisters, ho was swallowed by his father aud after
wards thrown up again. He is deseribed as cqual to Jupiter in
dignity, but less powerful. Ho often threatens Jove and acts
contrary to his will. Ho conspired with Juno und her step-
duughter, Minerva,to put Jupiter in chains,but his old sweetheart,
Thetis, with tho help of the Hundred-brnoded, succeeded in putting
down tho rebellion ; thus Jove scoms to have been more lucky
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than the Christinn Johovah, who, according to Milton, fuiled to l
conquor Satan, and lost n third of the heavenly hos. |
The palace of Neptuno was in the depths of the sea, near Acgae,
whovo ho ke 'pt his horses which had golden hoofss nnd brazen manes.
With theso horses ho rode over thoe wuves of the sea, which “bo-
came smooth at his approach, whilo tho monsters of the deep play-
cd around his chaviot.”  1is wife wus Amphitrite, and theiv chil-
dren were Lriton and Rhodu, It is said Amphitrito fled the love |
of the gad, but the Dolphin vided him in his suit to  her, and in
gratitude  he placed the tish amonyg the stars,  ITis son T'riton be-
cawo his trampoter, and his daughtor Rhoda was married to the
sungod. Like his brother Jupitor he was fond of divers women,
:; nd hnd children by them, though his wife was not a8 jeulous s
uno,

“ Neoptuno becamo enamoved of the goddess Ceres and he
metamorphosed himself into a lhorso for the purpose of deceiving
her. The goddes gave birth to a fonl which was numed Arion,
who was rrared by the Nereides, who used to yoko him to his
futher's churiot, which he drow along the surfuco of the sea. Arion
became the property of Admstus, who owed his  hfe to his fleot-
ness in thoe first Theban wa "

“Tyro loved the river Enipeus, and Neptune who was enamored |
of her took the form of the river-god, and she Yore him two sous,
Polius and Neleus. which lust was the futher of Nestor.”

Neptune took the form of n Dolphin to deceive Melantho ; and
as u tuw he gained the love of Theophane who bore the golden-
fleeced ram which carried Phrixus and Helle to Colchis.

“ By Iphimedin, Neptune was the father of Otus and Ephialtis,
who were of such giguntic size and strength, that when but nine
years old they attempted, by piling the Thessalian Mountaias upon
each other, to scale heaven.”

*“There Ipbimodin trod the gleoomy plain,
Who charmed the monerch of the boundless mu,
Hence Ephaltis, henco stern Otus sprung
Moro fierce than giants, moro than giants strong ;
The earth o'er-burthened groaned beneath their weight,
None but Orion o'or surpassed their height.
The wondrous youths had scarce nine winters told,
When high in air, treruondous to bebold,
Nine ells aloft they reared their towering head,
And full nine cubits broad their shoulders spread.
Proud of their strength and more than mortal size
The gods they challenge and affect tho skics ;
Heaved on Olympus tottering Ossa stood,
On QOssa, Pelsin nods with all his wood.
Such weve the youths ! Hud they to manhi..d grown
Almighty Jove had trembled on his throne ;
But ero the harvest of tho beard began
To bristlo on the chin, and promise man
His shafts Appolo aimed ; at once they sonnd
And stretch the giant moasters o'er the ground.”

Neptano bore an implucable hatred to the Trojans, and sided

with the Greeks in the war against their city, and at one time he |

arraed himself and took part in the fray, Juno having lulied Jove
to sleep through lhor charms and arts of love,

“Tho Legions march and Neptuno leads the way,
His brandished falchion flumes beforo their eyes,

Clad in his might the earth-shaking power appears,
Pale mortals trembloe and confess their fears.
* * * * * * * *
The roaring main, at her great master's call,
Rose in huge ranks, and formed a watery wall
Arxound the ships, seas hanging o'cr the shores,
Both armies join, carth thunders ! ocean roars "

!
I
Liko lightning flashing through the frighted skics ; i
|
|
i
i
!

Tho origin of tho horse isascribed to Neptune. He and Minerva
both wished to name a city in Attica and tho gods said that the
cne who should produco the most useful present to mankind
should have tho honor of the name,

U S

Neptune struck the earth with his trident, and forth sprang the
first horse. Minorva ceused an olive to spring up.  The gods
decided in favour of the emblem of pence, und tho godders culled
the town Athens from her own nawe Athena, In the Odessoy Nep-
tuno provents Ulysess from returning home in coneequence of his
baving put out tho eye of Polyphemus,  son of Neptune by the
Nywph Thoosu:

“ Hear mo, oh ! Neptuno, those whase aims are hurled
Frowm shore to shoro, and givd the solid world ;
If thine I am not then my Livth disown,

And if the uenappy Cyclop be thy son,

Let not Ulysess breath his nativo air;

Laerte's son, of Ithica the fair,

1f to veviow his country be his fate,

Bo it throngh toils of sufferings long and late;
His lost companions let him fivst deploro;
Somo vessel, not his own, transport him o'er,
Aud when at home from toreign sufferings freed
Moro near anl deep domestic woes succeed.”

The prayers offered to these old-time gods scem to have been
far more effective than are those now offered to * Jelhovah,”
“ Allub,” or the ¢ Great £pirit.”  Perhaps because the gods were
mora real, tangible and human—wero more gomething than nothiag,
Who knows ?

The symbol of Neptune was the Trident or spear, sucis as was
used by fisherinen of that day, and wath it be shattered thu rocks,
called forth or subdued storms and shook the earth.  Animuls
offered to him in sacrifice woro usually bluck bulls, 10ms and wunle
swine.

“Neptune is represented, like Jupiter, of » soreno and  majestic
aspect, his form exceedingly strong and muscular, aud hence *The
chest of Neptund' is a poetic e pression for thiz characteristic of
tho Deity." Ho is usually pictured as standing on a large sea-
shell.

Snowville, Pulaski Co Va., Aug. 18th, 1878,

From the Mcaford Chronicle.)
B. F. UNDERWCOD'S ULTIMATUM.

Mg. Epitor,—Were it true, 18 Braden assumes, that I urge
as a reason for not mevting him in debate at Meaford, certain
porsonal matters affecting his moral character, T would at onco
accede to his proposition for a committen of investigation, and bo
governed by the action of that committee, whether it were just,
in my opinion, or not. But I would not consent tc the destruc-
tion o return to the writer of letters and documonts which I
should intrust to the care and inspection of such a committee.
A committee niry be one-sided znd unfair, and however just its
decision. it may be found fault with and repudiated; and at a
distauce, whoro the persons composing tho committes arve
unknown, it usnally carries but little woight ; dut letters and doc-
uments in @ handwriting that is known, are good evidences for or
against the writer in all places and at all times, in the United
States as wel” us in Meaford, next year as well as now. A man
can deny the justice of a verdict against kim, or the truth of a
committed's report, but ke cannot escape his own handwriting.
For this Teason I should ing:st on the preservation and retvrn of
ail letters and documents.

DBut I have wrged nothing that Bralen Las done or satd as a
reason _for not debating with him at Meatord So far as his
character is concerned, although I belicve it to be corrupt, I am
willing to meot him withont the vindication of any comuittee,
provided he is endorsed as a worthy representative by tho Chnst-

i inns of Meaford.

T have asked that the dobate bo Limited to a weok—a long time
for an oral debate—esy ecinlly in a place tho size of Meaford; and I
huve given several reasons for 5o insisting ; one of whicb is that the
Liberals of Meaford aro few, and the expenso of a debato extend-
ing through threo weeks, us Baden proposes, would tax them too
heavily. et Braden aind his fricads agree to a debate to last
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one week, euch disputant to framo his own peupositions so that
they shall cxpress hig trus posttion ; cuch to affirm half' the time ;

|

each lo choss the propositions he will affirm, and 1 will wmake no

objections to meet Beaden ut Meaford, if *« tho friends of the Bible”
there put him forward as au endorsed ropresentutivo.

Cortain statemeonts have been mado by iaysoll and by others
touching Braden's cluracter and conduet, and these statements, as
published in tho Meaford pupers, including the articles copied
from the Freetioueur Joursat, I know o be true. Buu they
have not been presentod as a reason why I should not meet
Beaden at Meaford, Braden, unable apparvently to restrain his
proponsity to slander, and to fulsify, simply to explain what he
kuow was a very “unsatisiactory” d.cato to the Christinng of Den-
ver, ropresented st Menford that in the dobate alluded to I de-
scended to blackguardisi, and that the audience was composed of
an ignorant aad low-lived class to whose tastes I pandeied. This
slandorous statoment (which has beon completely refuted by tho
testimony of two of tho moderators, including Governor King,
Braden’s own moderator, and by the statements of others, who
sided with Braden in tho debate)and other repres mtations equally
fulse, led me to vinaicate myself, and in doing it I wus obliged to
show the fulsity of Braden’s assertions and his want of principle.
If I have made any statements that are untrue lot him attcmpt to
refute them,

I k~ow he has been guilty of falsehood and of slander. I xkxow
that tho charge, concerning which his friends at Meaford know
not what to thiuk in view of the boldness with which it bas been
wude, and his own silence, viz., that he has furnished o Free-
thought lecturer with information regarding the strong and weak
points of a brother minister -ith a view to helping him defeat
said brother in debate, the person concorning whom the informa-
tion was given boing no other person than Elder John Sweeney,
aguinst whom he had some grudgo. I kuow this charge to be
TRUE. If it is not truo the editor of the FreernovshT JoursaL
and myself can be prosecuted by Braden for libel. Notwithstand-
ing theso facts und othes quite as damaging to Braden as a man,
if the Christinus of DMeaford endorso him as a Christian and »
worthy representative of Christianity, as my friends there endorse

mo as a Freethinker and a representative of Freethought, I am |

ready to meet him thore on reasonsble conditions, as I have in
other places the last few years.

Passing by Braden’s coarse abuse (which he exposes in such
words as * bush-vbacking and go:illa dirt flinging,” ¢ cowardly
and sneukiong works,” ¢ dirt and shader,” *¢ Infidel lackoys,” &e.)
I respecifully submit the above statement to the people of Mea-
ford in justificution of the course thut I and my friends have taken,
and the position we now occupy, in regard to adebato at that
place. Respectfully,

B. F. Uxperwoob.

Newport, R. 1., Aug. 27, 1878,

On looking over Bradon's communication the second timo I am
induced to add the following to my reply :

3. That Braden aftorwards in a letter declarad ho keow 1 was
ander the inflwence of liguor, und in proof of his statoment ap-
pealed to ur referred to an individual who positively denied it,
and testified to the contrnrey.

4. That Braden afterwards confessed he was mstaken and
apologized to we for what he had suid, wnd promised to make »
votruction through the papers of his denomination.

This promise was verbal and I have no written evidenco of it,
but I havoe his statement that he was mistaiken, and I solomnly
aflirm that he promised to muke the rotraction ay atated.

5. That instead of stating in his denominational papers that he
had mude misstutements regarding me, he published n card, say-
iny I had vetracted what I had said about him, when I had made
no weisstatemant respecting him, and had retracted nothing.

6. That Braden once wrote to a Freethought lucturer, proposing
to unite their efforts in a way that should secure to cach, §100
and expenses per week.

7. That Braden wrote a Freethought lecturer, giving him infor-
mation in regurd to Elder John Sweeney, that he, the Freothought
lectmer might avail himself of this information, and triumphantly
defeat Elder Sweeney, with whow at that timo he expected to
debato.

I know thut overy onc of the above statements are true, and I
am willing to submit them, with the proofs of their truthfuliess,
to u committee ; the only condition being that the committen, after
examining the evidence, shall stato to the public wheiher tho
accugations are truo or fulse, Braden haviag the liberty to aako a

. statoment if the accusatoins aro sustnined by the committec, and

Although sinco I have not urged anything portaining to .

Braden’s character as a reason for not mecting him in debate at
Meaford, aud will not therefore spend money and loso time to
visit that place merely to appear before n committee, as the con-
dition of a dobate, yet if Braden or his supporters think ho is in
need of being investigated I will present for bhis consideration
publicly, and placo in the possession of a committee to bo ap-
pointed by him and myself, the ovidences of the following
charzes.

1 That Bredea made false and slanderous statements regarding
mo in conncction with the Denver debate.

2 Thut according to verbal statoments and a wiiten statement
of E. F. Biung a1 prominent member of the Christian Church of
Tine, {ll, and n citizen respocted for his integrity and worth,
Braden, after a dobate with mo at Washington, Ill., went to a
distant town of tho Stato and represented that on tho last evening
of the dobate X was intoxicsted, and in consequence thereof failed
in my closing speecch,

i

I to publish the testimony snd evidence (if T desire to) if the
report leaves a doubt in regard to tho truth of any of the above
charges, or other churges I may make, if the committeo is
appointed.

This investigation is not requested by me, nor on my part is it
tho condition of a debata ; but if Braden dares to bring the above
charges and feels in need of vindication, I will help bis friends to
get at the truth to the best of my ability.

B. T. Usxbpxrwoob.

THE OREED OF CHRISTENDOM.®

For moro than 300 years professing Christians of every shade of
dissent bave triumphantly boasted of tho glorious privilego of an
open Bible, and the rights of privato judgment, but, etrange to
say, the innoconce in differences of opinion has not received that
recognition which the principles of the individual rights of judg-
ment involve. At all times, and in all places, criticisw has heen
suspected, and investigation into the divine claims of the Bible
resented as sinful ; but the odium which has attached itself to any
doubt regarding the dominant religion, and the discouragement by
all churches of a critical examinution of tho title deeds of Chris-
tianity, has not provented searching and intelligent inquiry,
which, of late yeurs, has becomo too strong for repression. The
work under notico has met an universal want, No other book in
the English language on Histerieal Science and Biblical Criticism
is so thorough, clear and comprehensive so concise and sug-
gestive. It is bold hut not irreverent, cautious but candid, and
breathes throughout its entire pages a devotional spirit. Its
value to thoe scholar and general reador is, that it embraces all the
questions in conflict between dogmatic evangelical theology and
oxtvemo rationalisw, and has what no other odition possesses, a
very full and accurate index.

The introduction (of over 70 pages) reviews somowhat olabor-
ately works on the samo and kindred subjects issued since the
first edition printed, about tweaty-five vears ago. Colenso on the
“ Pontatonch,” Prof. Seeley’s ¢ Eece Homo,” Ronan's “ Lifo of
Jesus,” Judge Hunson's **Jesus of History,” Strauss’ ¢ Lifo of
Jesus,” Matthow Arnold's * Literaturo and Dogma,” ete., ctc., £ro

* ¢“ Tho Creed of Christendomn ; Its Foundation aud Superstructare,” by
. Rathbune Greg. Rose-Belford Publishing Co., Toronto ; for sale at
this offics ; $1.50.
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cuch passed in review with care and discrimination, aided by ox-
tensivo research and a knowledgo of the wholo field of Buglish,
Fronch, und Gevmun Biblical enticism. This. together with an
impartinl and sound judgment, 8 gonial manner and a cultivated
taste. Tho author considers Colenso's investigation into tho
Pontatouch marveloualy painstaking and conscientious,and so com
pleto u rofutation of tho common belief, thut any ono who has
followed tho Bishop through these researches, it is next to im-
possiblo to rotain tho bolief that the fivst five books of the Bible
are cither accurate, strictly historic, or Mosnic.

M. Renan's work, he thinks, posacsses an unique value, us the
French biogeaphor has attempted to produco an actnal lifo out of
such bistorical or half historical muterials e8 have veached us; and
to oaable him to do the subject justico ho visits the Holy Land,
oxnmines the scenes on the spot, and places hivselt in imagina-
tion amid the .urroundings of Jesus eightcen centuries ago. Ho
studies the babits of L.fo of the descendants of the primitive peo-
ple, the climate, sconery, natural objects, &c., thus imbibiug as
fur as might Lo the influences which operated to mould the char
ter of tho founder of Christianity. Renan's mind, he says, “was
saturated by forco of sympathy with the coloving and tempura-
mont of the country and the age,” and by this means he is enabled
to lay before us a picture astonishingly life-like and attractive.
‘It is perhaps the most essential contribution to a faithful, ra-
tional and adequato conception of what Christ was and did which
the nincteenth century hus given us”” The double character of
Jesus, the earlier and later ave vividly brought out.
ual alteration which came over the languago and conceptions of
Jesus as ho exchanged the sanguine and bucyant enthusiasm of
the earlier months of his career for the gravity and discourage-
ment of its later period ; when the sywmpathotic affections and
cheerful scenery of Galileo had been left behind for the arid and
sombro landscapa of Judes, and the obstinats and incredulous hos-
tility he thero encountered ; and when the full difficulty of his
mission and iws inevitable ending had grown clear to his concap-
tion—changes which convey a prinful sense of inconsistency and
inbarmoniousness in those wbo regard his tainistry as a single
transaction, arranged und thought out from the beginning.”
Renan also gives & masterly description of the manner in which
mira~les grow wup, as it were, uround the steps of every yreat
prophet and reformer in tho Eust, apart from his initiation or con-
nivance,

¢ Ecco Homo,"” he considers, is an attempt to create out of the
moral consciousness of the author, and the sum total of tho tradi-
ticnal materiuls before him, a complete and consistent picture of
the ideal Christ ¢ whom bhistury has left so dim, and whowmn the-
ology has so disturted.” He attributes to Clrist a deliberate
scheme, plan, purpose, and organization for the conquest and con-
vorsion of thn world, which is clear, was only the conception of a
late dato near tho end of his lnbors ; and then to havoe flitted only
fitfully, if at all, through the mind of Jesus himself. Tho lust
portion of the lust chapter of Mark is considered vy competent
Jjudges to be an interpolation, and is expunged by the committeo
on revision sitting in Jerusalemn Chamber.

Matthew Arnold (Litetsture and Dogma) attempts to con-
ceive and explain the precise purpose and mission of Christ as
well us the essentials of his character. According to him Christ
was to restoro thut iign of righteouaness (I) which the Hebrew
race was the chosen instrument {er establishing on earth. While
the author of “Ecco Homo" finds tho clearest and most predomi-
nant characteristic of Jesus to consist of a fervent zesal, an undy-
ing enthusiasm, which was quito a passion and almost a fanati-
cism, Mr. Arnold, on the contrary, aces a “aweot reasonable
ness,” a mild “winning gentleness.” Such are the opposito re-
sults which men arrive at from the samo materials when their
morality 18 not a scienco but & taste. Mr. Arnold admits that
those who reverence tho Bible must set to work to build it upon
some fresh foundation in tho winds of men, as thoe cherished no-
tion of ‘nspiration is inadequate to save it from the merciluse erit-
icism it has undergone, which, as ho puts it, bas “ grubbed at tho
foundation” so seriously that the edifice is endangered. He treats

“The grad- ‘

THE FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL.

- - - —————

all tho creeds of tho orthodox and the established notioes of
Christendom with a curiously cnlm indifference which is almost
contempt ; propheeies, mirncles, transcendontal dogmas, metn-
physical propositions, schemes of salvation, creeds, apostohe,
athenasinn, and nicene, with a strong dash of violent and vin-
dictive tempoer; tho difiicuities of the gospol nurratives concerning
tho resurrection, the uppearances after death cannot be reconciled
with renson and experienco ; those who had lived with Jesus for
years, and who pacted with him on the Friduy did not know him
agnin on the Sunday. If ho was seen so changed, so entirely not
his former self that his immedinto acquaintances did not recognize
him, how could they know, or how can wu know, that the person
assumed to bo Jesus was actually their visen Lord. Matthow
xxviii,, 17, Luke xxiv., 34, 37, Jolm xx., 1, ».., 4, 6, Mark
xvi,, 11, 12, 13, presents great difticulties of explanation,

On the five distinctive moral precepts of Jesus Mr, Greg mnkes
the following enquiry : ¢ Can we, or ought we, to regulate our
personal and social life according to the precepts which Cliist pro-
pounded in the sermon on the Mount? No question can b« more
vital— none is more sedulonsly and scandalousiy shirked.! On
this mattor In saya: “Woe half say one thing and half beliove
another ; wo preach and profess, but we don’t think of practicing ;
wo should be scouted ahd probably punished if we did practice the
precepts which are clearly and unequivocally laid down as guides of
conduct. Wharein lics the explanation of this demoralizing and dis-
reputable untrathfulness of spirit? Are the principles we profess
mistaken? T8 the rule of Jife we hold up a8 good erroncous, ini-
practicable or inapplicable to the altered conditions of the age? or
is it our conduct that is feoble, cowardly, self-indulgent, and dis-
loyal? Is it our stundard that is wrong, or merely our auctions
that are culpable and robellious? 1s Christinnity & code to be
lived up to, or1s it a delusion. & mockery, and a snare?” The
specialties of Christ’s precepts presented by the gospels ave the
five following: 1, Non-esistance to violence; 2, The duty of
alms giving ; 3, The improprioty of human providence and fore-
thought ; 4, Tho condemnation of riches; and, 5, the communism
which was inculcated by Jesus and practiced by the eavly Chvis-
tians.

In all lands and all ages tho first has been set aside as unfit for
use; the precepts commanding submission to violence go beyond
a prohibition of mere retalintion : they distinctly command un-
resisving enduranco of violence and wrong, whoether directed
against person or property. “I say unto you that ye resist not
ovil ; but whosoever shaull gmite thee on the right cheek turn to
him tho other also.,” * Put up thy sword, for all they shat take
the sword shall perish by the sword.” Instead of obodience to
these precopts, Christir.ns have habitually fought from the carliest
times as savagely as Pagans. They seldom dreamed of confining
themselves to self-defence.  * They have fought in tho name and
causo of Christ, and baveo died with priestly blessing and absolu-
tion amid the rage of conflict, confident that their reward was
sure, nnd that angols would bear them straightway to the bosom
of the beloved master vvhose orders they had so strangely set at
nought.” Tho daily routins of civilized lifo is one of self-defense
and resistaunce to evil ; our polico force is an organized resistance
for self-dofence. We habituully hand over the criminal to the
nearest constable ; this is resisting by deputy. Neithor as indi-
viduals nor bstween nations is the precept practicabie. Any
country which submitted to violence unresistingly wounld simply
be overrun, enslaved or trampled out. International law, crim-
inal law,and civil law are bused on a systematic repudiation of the
precept of non-rosistance.  On alms giving Mr. Greg bas the fol.
lowing strictures. “ Scarcely any precept in the Gospel is more
distinct or more reiterated than this. *Give to him that acketh
of theo, and from him that would borrow turn thou not away.
Sell thut thou bast and give alms. Give alms of such things as
yo have, and behold all things are clean unto you, &c.” Itis a

daty that has been insisted on by the church in all times and in |

all countrica. From Catholic and Protestant pulpats it 1s enforced
on the faithful ; a pious man or tender-hearted woman does not
feol good ualess thoy babitually give to beggars, or spend a por-
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tion of their income in snccoring tho poor. Thero aro in England |

now ivstitutions which givo duily one pound of bread and one
pint of beer to each applicunt, regurdless of need, oreed,or nution-
ality.  Mr. Grog snys :
mischief ; tho more literally the precept (givo to him that asketh
of thev) is oboyed thu more hurm it does.  All charity, so-called.
particulurly almsg giviug is noxious. Most noxious of all to the
objects of it, whom it fosters in ali mean and unmanly viees, in
idleness, self-indulgence, and falschood ; it is noxious to the
whole community, smong whom it creates and chorishes a class of
most pernicious citizena.” Mo says: “Charitably endowed insti-
tutions are ingenious contrivances for diffusing pauperism, Pau-
pers becomeo sueaks and vagrants, and vagrants soon grow into
criminals.  Ono of the most permicious and objectionnblo of our
duily hubits is in strict obedience to ono of the clearest and most
positive of Chvistian precepts.”

On improvidence Jesus says : “ Tako no thought for yonr life;
what yo shall eat or what ye shall drink, nor yet for your body
sbug yo sball put on; behold the fowls of the air, for thoy sow
not, neither do they reap nor gather into barns, yet your heavenly
futher feedeth them ; are v not much bettor than they? * *
Tuako therefore no thought for the morrow, .or the morrow shall
take thought for tho things of itself.” In these passages it cannot
be denied that the first duties of life, the most iudisputable con-
ditions of human advancement are not only deprecated, but
actuully denounced and probibited by that codo of morals which
wo are asked to reverence as the cmbodiment of a rule of life. On
these passuges Mr. Grog says : “The words of Jesus and tho ex-
hortations of Clhristian statesmen, economists and moralists aro
divectly at variance.” * ¥ <« The exhortations to lay up treas-
ures in heaven und not on earth were delivered under the prevail-
ing impression that tho end of the world was near at hand. Hud
Jesus preschod to Euglish artizans wo may feel sure he wonld
have chosen a different theme, and used far other lunguage. * *
Those whe tollow tho letter in laying up no treasure on earth
utterly flout what is called its spirit, as they lay up no treaswre in
heaven cither.” Thero is scarcely any exhortstion in the line of
gocial morulity in any centre of industry and civilization that
more requires to be urged than that which urges them to provide
for the future ; to store up something of their daily earnings
against tho time when thoso earnings may be interrupted. « To
spond the whole earnings when the carnings are ample, is not
only a folly but a fraud, as it is wasting their own substance in
1elinnco that wheo it fuils they will be fed out of the substanes of
others.”

On the denouncement of wealth by Jesus, My, Greg says:
“ Thero is no line of conduct so emphatically condemed by the
Muster, and so eagorly pursued by his followers, as the pursuit of
viches.” The Gospels speak of riches as not only perilous to the
soul, but as something evil in themselves. Ti~ young man who
hud kept all the commandments is told to despoil nmself of bis
possessions and give them to the poor; when he seems reluctunt
to sell off and share, Jesas observes, “ A rich man shall kardly
enter into the kingdom of Heaven.” According to Luke, he said :
‘ Blessed aro yo poor, for yowrs is the kingdom of God.” ¢ Wose
unto you that are rich for you have received your consolation.”
In the paruble of Dives and Lazarus, the rich man, without any
intimatiou that he had any fault besides weslth and good living,
is relugated to the pluce of torment ; while the boggar, without the
faintest intimation of any morit but his poverty and sores, is
carried by angels into Abrabam's bosom, und th~ sole reaso.
asgigned is, thet now it is tho turn of Lazarus to bo made comfor-
table. Mr, Greg says, “ The prevailing tone and teaching of the
Gospel cannot be gainsaid or veiled. Ttis to the effect that the
poor are the more especial favorites of God. That woalth is a
thing to be shunned, not sought, that it stands in the way of
salvation, und will probably havo to bo atoned for horeaftor by
torrific compensation. Still the most Christian nations have been
and still are most duvoted to the pursuit of gain. “The mcat
respectablo of the Christian world give one day to their Saviour
and gix. to their Ledger. The moat piocus banker never dreams of

“ All this is  wroug, and  works infinite '

despising rviches ng u poril to his sonl, but is grateful to God for
them, and returns thanks for the fuvors which bus blessed his
poor cflorts to,grow aftluent.  Mr. Greg usks: ** Which is wrong
—Clust in denouncing riches, or Christinugs in clerishing thewm?
Jemar exhorting us to shun them, or his diseiples in seckang thom
50 engerly 1 Will modern society permit us te despise them?
And would it be well for modern gocioty that we should? ‘Iho
answer 18 not very doubtful or recondite  On communism, Mr.
Greyg contends that if o communty of yoods is not distinctly
tuught by Jesus, the general tor.v of his exbortations tend iu that
direction. The earliest body of diwsciples, what is called ths
“Church of Jernselam” * hud all things in common, and sold thoir
possessions and goods and parted thety to all us every man had
need.” In tho 4th chapter of the Acts, communism i8 more
distinctly stated. “ Thero was no one umony them that lucked.”
Lands und houses wero sold and the produce luid at the uposties’
feot for distribution, * noither said any man that ought of the
things which he possissed was his own, but they had ull things in
coamon.” Here, in  pluin language, is sinking all private pro-
perty into u common fund.  Greg says thut men in the wass
cannot be held together for good by such principles, for as men
aro constitated, if they veceive according to their wants, they
never will work according to their capucivties, 1f thoy are fed
and provided with all they need, they will, n8 a rule, work as
little us they can.  As regards masses of men M. Gueg thinks i
is only their regard for self, that compels thew to do their duty by
the communit-

Inanswer oo 1 argument that Cluivtianity ainis to remould
men’s patures, to eliminate their viees, and to neuteralize their
seltishness, he avgues thut if communism is only sate when all
men are permeunted with the spivit of Jerus, and is noxious and
fatal to the best interests under all other circumstanees, and if
@ community of goods be implied in a cheistiun hfe, that life
indisputably is not practical now, Tho inwoduction closes with
tho u' st pronounced opimon against the tive distinctiveteatures of
the precepts of Jesus, viz: Non-resistence, improvidence, the
denounciution of wealth, alms-giving and communisn ; aftirming
that they are impructable now, decidedly noxious, and thercforo
wrong. A very able review in the Chicago Tunes suys, Mr. Greg's
book 13 just what the world is hungry for. 1 have dealt only with
the inwroduction.  The body of the work T hope to notice in your
next issue. The first two chapters of the work are devoted
to the question of inspiration, plenery und purtnl ; the third
treats of the authorship and authority of the Pentuteuch, and tho
old testament canon, showing that no one knows who the 2uthors
were, nor why the books came to be cousidered inspirved ; chapter
four treats of prophecies ; chapter five, of the impure and progress-
ive theism of the Jows ; chapters six to twelve, a discuminating
criticism of the gospois , then follow miracles, the resurvention, the
great enigu, the soul, &e. Notwithstanding the bigh vnce which
“The Creed of Christendom,” has been published at, outside the
Canndian edition, (25.C2 being the lowest) it hus bad a steadily
ncreasing sale.  But at the low figure of $1.50, it should fiud a
ready welcome to the library of overy Freethinker. Apurt fiom
the learned and literary value of the book, it is invaluable s a
bork of referencs on the living issues in biblical criticism,

W. B. CooKe.

Tue Manrnriacr or THE Prixcess Louise.~-I remember in
Scotlund they tell a story of the dolight of a clan whon the Duke
of Argyle’s son mnrried the danghter of the Queen of England.
Tt wus o good thing to have a Princess Royal in the fumnily, it
was something new. An old shepherd to wnom the nexs was
communicated could hardiy belicve it at first  “Is it true,” he
said.  “Is it true that tho Duke's son is to marry tho Queen's
daughter? Yes, it was true. “W.II,” said he, “its a proud
woman the Queen will be "—CoL. Hiceiss0N at the Free Lelig.
dssoc., 1878.

Fow men think, yet ull men wil{ huve their opinions.— Berksley.
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THE OHURCH.

BY C. P, CRANCH.

{It strikes us that we have wet with the name of C. P. Cranch
before—perhaps among the lettors of the cver-to-be-admired Theo-
dore Parker, for he (Mr. Cranch) seems to have taken a part in
the transesndontul movement thut stirred up Boston 40 years ago,

but we had little idea of the power that slumbered in his brain till ¢

we tead in the Tndex (Aug. 15, 1878) n prese article “On Matter
and Spirit,"” but more especinlly a poem on whut seemed an un-
promising subject—The Church. The poem, as given in  the
Jndex, consists of forty-one stanzas, und is of surprising excellence.
Wo very much regret that tho spice at our command does not
allow us to reproduco more than eleven of theso stunzas : but, if

they please any of our readers half as much as they delighted us,

he will not fuil to send for the publication we have indicated and
Judge for himself. The Index, we need hardly say, is clways
worth reading, standing, as it does, among tho leading liberal
journals. whether in the Old World or the New.]

. . . - - *» - LJ

What didst thou for the studious sage* who saw
Through Nature's veils tho great organic foree, —
Who sou;ht and found tho all-prevading law
That liolds the rolling planets in their course 1
When didst thou fail to check the flowing source
Of truth whose waters needs must inundate

The theologic dikes that guarded thy cstato?

Is there a daring thought thou hast sot crushed 1
Is thero 2t generous faith thou hast not ctised 1
Is there o whisper, howder Jow aul hushed,
Dreathed for the future, but thou wast the fisst
To silenre with thy tortures,—thou the worst
Of auaichrists, and cunningest of foes

That ever aguinst God and man's grest progress rosol

Yet life was iu thee once.  Thy carlier youth

Was flushed with blossoms of a heavenly bloom.

Thy Wlight began, when o'er God's cominon truth

Aud man’s nobility did thi's assume

The dread prerogative of life aud doom

The erceds which scrved as swaddling-Lands wero bound
Like grave-ciothes round the limbs Jaid living underground.

When man grows wiser than his creed allows,

Aud vobler than the church he has outgrown ;

Whea that which was Jis old familiar house

Nolonger isa home, but all alone,

Alone with God, he dams to litt the stone

From off the skylight between heaven and him—
Thea shines 2 grander day, then fade the speetres grim.

And uever yet was growth, sve when it breke

Tke lotter of tho sdead scholastic fnn,

The hatk dveps off, and leaves the expanding wk.

To stretels with giant arms thonmzh sun and storm,

The dlals that ugen his breast lay warm,

The sage throws down, and breaks their hollow shrine,
A follows tho grvat hand that points to light divine

But thoa O Churchi? didst steal the mnther's mask,
Tho wut:terfeit of heaven,—sa to unfeld
Thy flock aroand thee,  None lookel near, ta ask,
* A1t thou our mnther, tmly I Nane so bold
A Iefe thw veil, and show how hiard and ¢!
Thow ryes of tyranny, that mouth of mi's,
That low and nanus hiow, the witcheraft of that smile.—

* Galileo.

That subtlo smile, deluding while it warmed ;

Thut arrogant, inquisitorial nod ;

That hand that stabbed, like Herod, the new-formed

The childlike life swhich drew its breath from Ged,

And, for that star by which the Magi trod

Tho road to Bethlchem, the Gond Shepherd’s home,
Lit lurid idol-fives on thy seven hills of Rome.

* * * * * * * * s
Rut thou who cluim’st the keys of God's own heaven,
And who wouldst fuin usurp the keys of earth,—
Thon, leagued with priests and tyrants who had given
Their hands, and pledged their oaths to blight the birth
Of thine own childern’s rights,—for scorn und mirth
Oune day shalt stand, thy juggling fulschoods named,

"Thy plots und wiles unmasked, thy heaven-high titles shamed !

Lunk to the proud tiara on thy brow !

Its gems shall crush thee down like leaden weights.

Thy alchemy is cead ; and wouldst thou now

Thunder anathemas against the States

Whose powers are Time's irrcfraguble fates?

Look to thy gloiies ! They must shrink away,—
With meaner powp must fall, and sink into decay.

Lo, thou art sumbered with tho things that were,
Soon to be laid upon the dusty shelves
Of antiquaries,—once so strong nud fair,
Now classed with spells of magic, midnight ¢lves,
And all balf-lics, that pass away themselves
When once a puople rises to the light

Of primal truths sud comprebends its heaven-born right.

Tail on 5 but littlo canst thon do to-day.
Tho sun is risen.  The daylight dims thy shriucs.
The age outstrips thee, marching on its way,
And overflowing all thy boundary lines.
How art thou fallen, O star! How lurid shines
Thy taper undemeath the glowiag sky !

How fecble grows thy voice, how Justerless thino eyo!

L 2 L4 L] * * - L 4 -
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CASE OF CHASE AGAINST COMSTOCK.

Not only should every physician and druggist, but every per-
son of pragressive thoughtin the land, take a2 more than common
interest in tho trial and termination of thissuit. It is destined

* to be a historical casc, one that will test the legai authority of

the deputy of a powerful Christian association, and one that will

. place Comstock and his society upon the pedestal of public odium

for all timc. Qrganized cffirt is being mado to sustain Mrs.
Chase in her righteous demand for retributive justice, Grand
Juries biave exenlpated her, the New York Modieal Socicety has

. endorsad kher, aud her syringes are mpidly reeeiving public ap-

proval.  This action, under the management of Meody B. Smith
aud Win. A, Brach, will be pressed 10 trial fast 15 the Iogal niills
can grind,  The certain result of this case will be a stunning blow

+ 3t higntry and | ersecution, and 2 triumphant victory for hiberal-

« iz~ opinion and personal rights

A powerfal Christian combina-
tion is ¢~ bo fought threngh the person of this carrion-serking
Comatack, and the provecution will call for more money thzn
Mys, Clase ean afford after the great foss she bas sustained. Al
wha deem it their duty to contribute sulstantial sympathy to this
wrenzed weman, and who wish to forther tho cause of right in

- helping Ler mecure pedress czn forwand remittances to Sam B

Chase, A. M, M. D., 56 West Thirtr-thinl street, Now Yark, or
at Jeast sulacnibe for her paper, the Physisloyist ard Family Phy-

sician,
S. H. PresroN.
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FREETHOUGHT LECTURES.

Tho undersigned will respond promptly to invitations to lecture
on the following subjects in the States and Canada,
Applications should be mado early to secure appointments in
the next lecturing tour.
For further information address,
CHArLEs ELLIS,
No. 8 Portland St., Boston, Mass.

. Public Need of Better Religion—Present duty of Liberals,

. Faith and Skepticism.

. Naturo and the Nation—Goverrment without Gods.

. aud 5. Progress a Necessity—* Evolution.”

. aud 7. Emotion and Intellect——a. Origin of Supernatural-

b. Bearing upon Existivg Bolicfs.

. Thomas Paine's Views of Religion,

. Keep God out of tho Constitution.
10. The Sun, our Heavenly Futher.
11. Reason and Revelation.

12, and 13. Intelligence Universal—a.

b, Acsthetics of Materialism.

14. and 15. The Skeptic’s View of Death—The Safe Road to

Immortality.

16. and 17. Orthodoxy und Common Sense Cowpared.

Tho following were designed us a Course, but each lecture is
complete in itself and may bo given alone.

1. Tho Tnfullibility of the Bible a Pions Fraud.

2. The Origin of the Bible a Political Fraad.

3. Tho Bible Orthodox Character of “ God.”

4. Tle Origin Of The Bible-Orthodox * God.”

5. The Origin, Charauier and End of ¢ Hell.”

6. Tho Or’in and Fuilure of the Orthodox * Heaven.”

7. Tho Vicarious Atonemont & Premium on Crime.

8. An Infinite must bo Itnpersonal.

9. Prayer to an Infinite is 2an Absurdity.

10. Authority in Religion—Shall it bo ¢ Blood of Christ” or

Brains?

11. Reconstruction in Religion.
12, and 13, Tho Coming Church and Religion—Their ~usition
and Purpose.

o
onB omerom

Grandeur of DMlatter.

“WHAT CAN WE DO TO ADVANCE YREETHOUGHT ?"

— ———

Boston, August 27th, 1878,
EprTor FREETROUGHT JOGRNAL,

Sir: —In your issuc of June, I ind a very pertinent question
ay tho heading of an ably written article by J. J. Hualliwell,
although, according to my idea, tho question 35 not answered as
correctly as it might be.  The question i, * What can we do to
advance Freethought”  Just think of tho question, how casy it is
to answer, but I will first make & few remarks which are neces-
sary to bo understood. Now acconding to my experience Free-
thinkers are gencrally in comfortablo cirenmstances, and arc
principally made upof business and cmploying men; there-
foro do not look down upor the class below them, and why
is it that people in comfortable circumstances have freer minds
than thoso of a poorer claas? ¢ iz that they are not so
dependeat.  Tho moro dependent peoplo are, tho more slavish they
are, mentally and physically.  Many o Freethinker will actually

dischargo & man in his employ for having 3 free mind, therefore |

it bocomes dangerons for a poor man and his family to have such,
because freo thought moans frce spaech, freo speoch means enlight-
enment of others, and 30 it gocson until they find out how deprend-
ent thay =re upon others for = livelichood, and also of the inury
done them by tho many who live by the profit of their labor,
thesg avo thoughts which tha cmploying wish to keep from the
minds of tho class below them, least their material conditivn
should bo cffected by it.  So it is, many & man who dovelopes a
frec mind is too often inade A mark of, and is hunted down and
in somo cases driven to suicide.

Then “What can wodo to advance Frocthought1™ let us

look around us on cither side, send our thoughts throughout the
different countriesof the world aud seo whut isisery, what poverty,
what viee, eritne, degradution, dependence and supersition do we
behold ! Do we ever ask onrselves tho question, what is tho
cause and what the remedy for all this wiong, why such
extreme wealth on one hand :and so much poverty and vice on the
other? Surely these are questions which ought to oceur to avery
Freethinker. 1How can Freethuught bo advenced while peoplo
are in such n state? Think of the sufferiugs of the producing
classes, think of the vast numbers of unemplovod, think, ob veader,
think of the fearful struggle for exisience, how overyone is trying
to live at the expense of his feliow man, without the least regard
who he makes suffer.  Are theso points not worth thinking about
when the question is asked, ** What can we do to advance Free
thought?”  Would it not be better to feed the stomach first,is not
the mind in better condition to think when the stomach is fed, or ave
the millions of poor workers to be thought of as nothing at all?
Ob no! these are the most vital questions of the hour, they must
bo thought of before Fr.othought can advance, the bandfull of
Freethinkers i3 nothing compared with the masses. The people
must be_free to think free, their inaterial condition must be free,
they must be economically free to bo wentally free, the people
must not be dependent upon the private individual who keeps
them in ser1fdom, but must be their own employers by working
co-operatively. The means of labor must no longer be controlled
by private persons, bat by the people as a uation; then jus-
tice will bo done, the mind as well as the body will ba free,
then aud only then, will Freethought advance, and then there
will bo no more use for pricsteraft und the church.

The above, according to my idea, is the hest to be done to
advance Freethought,

Axyie F. Brows.

CASKET OF GEMS.

One should sack for others the happiness ono desires for one's
solf — Buddhist Scriptures.

There is nothing more unreasonable, than for men tolive
viciously, end yet hope to cscape the necessary consequences of
their vices.—Dr. Sam Clarke.

I know not what discoveries, what inventions, what thoughts,
may leap from tho brain of the world. I know not what garmnents
of glory may be woven by tho yearsto came. I cannot dream of
the victories to bo won upoan tho fields of thought ; but I do know
that, coming from the infiuite sca of the future, there will nover
touch « this bank and shoal of time” a richer gift, 2 raver bles-
sing, than liberty for man, for woman, and for child.— Zryersoll.

Aly doctrine makes no distinction between high and low, vich
and poor. Tt is like water which washes and purifies all alike.
It is like the sky, for it has mom for all—for men and  women,
boys and girls, rich and poor.—Buddia.

e R —— e e e e

Prm would rather suffer for speaking the truth than that tiuth
should suffer for tho waut of his spexking.—Gol-ficin Smitk.

Such is eredulity, that miracles wost doubiful, on the spot and
' at the mument, will be reccived with dmplicit faith, at a couveni-
i ent distance of timo and space.—Gilbon.

Miractes.— Wi dd unt roinct the miracles, so callad, becauso
i ther are wo wonderful ; ne, but because thiey are not wenderful
' cnough, becauso they scera 5o tawdry und 5o chioap that they are
" entirly ont of keeping with the general mako of things.—
1 Chadicick,

Claa1 your mind of cant.—Dr. Johuson,

It is casy to praise the Laccdcmonians among tho Lacedemoni-
| aus.— Greck Proverd.

i Do not treat your children like orthodox doorposs to be sed
jnarow. Troat them liko trees that need light and sua and air.
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Be fair and honest with them ; give them a chance- Recollect
thut their rights are equul to yours. Do not bave it in your
mind that you must govern them-~that they must obey. Throw
away for ever the idex of muster and slave.—Ingersoll.

Ignorance is not devotion or the mother of devotion ; and faith
which is not founded upon reason is not fuith but folly.—ZTkeodore
Parker.

Indepondent thinkers will defluse around them a rational sense
of individunal dignity, and of tho obligation which lies on every
human being to think for himself.—Kant,

He that will know the truth must leave the common and
beaten track.— ZLocke.

The judgment of reason being once sct aside, there remains no
possible meaus of judging whether any one thing whatscever bo
more reasonable or more unreasonablo to Le believed than another;
or whether in any case whatsoever, cither beliet or unbelief e,
in any dergee reasonable or unreasonable at all.—Dr. Sam Clarke.

There is in all tho utterances of tho world no grander, no sub-
limer sentiment. Thers is no crecd that can be compared twith
it for a moment. It should be wronght in gold, adorned with
jowels, and impressed upon every humun heart . “ The world is
my country, and to do good is m; religion.”— Ingersoll.

The farther we go back into tho past the more difficult do we
find it to separate the true from the false, or facts from fables
and fictions, and this 13 why we Infidels prefer scicnce to theology,
and care so little for Bibles, gods, or sous of gods. Only us they
form a portion of the world’s history do they contains gems of
iaterest for the thinker and philosopher. As steppingstones
along the pathway of man’s growth znd dovelopment, showing
his growth and cvolution, they are of worth to the li erature of
tho day. The ago of myths and deities, of miracles and marvels
ias passed away never to return. A few sincoro belicvors in them
still remain scattered here and there, but the comsing vears will
find them still more 1are, till at lust the day will coma when not
a single one will remain of all the aforctime credulous, innumera-
ble horde.—£. D. Slenker.

Beyond the universe thero is nothing, and within tho universo
the supernatural does not and cannot exist.— Ingersoll.

Qur motives are nover.uile so good as wo think, and never
quite so bad as our cnensics snppose. Our best ig interwoven with
evil, and our worst, let us hope, has somo stiands of good.—
Anonymous.

|
|
|
|
l
?

Man advances only as ho overcomes the ohstructions of nature,
and this can he done only by labur avd by thought.  Labor is the
foundation of all.  Without Iabor and without great Iabor, pro-
aress is impossible.  The progress of the world depend : upon the
wen who walk in the fresh furrows and through tho rustling corn,
upon these who sowand reap; upon those whose faces aro radiant
with tho glare of furnitee fires ; upon the delvers in tho mines and
the workers in the shops ; upon those who give te tho winter air
the ringing music of tho ax; upon those whe battle with the

hoisterous hillows nf the sca ; upon the inventors and discoverers;

upon the brave thinkers.— Ingersoll. \

An infait, a prattling child, dying in its cradle, will live agrin
in the brtter thoughts of thore who laved it ; and playe its part
through thewm, in the rederming actions of the world, though its

THE DISADVANTAGES OF *INTIDELITY.”

T+ Infidel has no such scapegnat for his crimes as the Chris- -

tian has, no x1-h poultice for his consciet.oe. When he comuiits

fu vy, be cannot run o Jeans with the farged certifieato in his |
pocket, and by virtue of a hittle pious Wlubbering have the crime !
condoned. Ile cannot daily bathe ia the fountain of tho Redeem. |

- -

er's blood, and duily repent, and daily receive tho remission of
sing, aud duly go to it agnin. He canunot lay the Outtering
unction to his soul that ho is one of the clact, chosen to evorlust-
ing lifo without any reference either to faith or good works. Ho
cunnot preserve his self-complacency when he robs a savings hank
und d+ives widows and children to starvation by a conscivusness
that vy is clothed with the garmnents of Christ’s imputed righteous-
ness, and that his own personal righteousness is of no value, but
only “filthy rags,” in the sight of God and the Church. The
Infidel if an honest man, when ho is pluced in a position of trust,
is puid us he goes along, in tho performance of his duty, by the
approval of his own conscience, and by his own self-respect. Heo
has no fear of the hangman’s whip, the day of judgement, and hell
fire, for overy duy is u day of judgement to biw when he goes to
bed at night, and brings up all ths deeds of the provious day be-
fore tho bar of his own conscience fur approval or disapproval,
An Tufidel kecps sober and honest, and is considerato aud just
to others, Lecauso he fecls that ho ought to do so, irrespective of
cither heaven or hell, if any such places are really going to exist
in the future. As to personal bias, or bad habits of any kind, he
knows that under the reign of law they are suicidal in their in-
fluence, ruining health, shortening one’s days on tho earth, and,
worso than all, destroying his own self-respect, and converting
Lis conscious existance into a hell, Ho thercfore aveids thom as
ho does fire,—that is, if he i8 a good infidel believing his own
doctrines and not inercly professing to do so.—Boston Index, Jan.
17, 1878.;

JAPANESE MiracLE WWOREERS.—Among the arrivals yester-
dar on the steamship * City of Pekin® wero two priests from the
interior of Jupan, cluieing to be endowed with miraculous power.
They are on their way to the Paris Exposition with =a parcty of
their countrymen, conducted by two Eaglish gentlemen who kavo
for soveral years resided in Japan. A reporter interviewed theso
gentlemen last evening. They told him that the priests are re-
ligious enthusiasts, who profess, through the power of faith and
by tho miedium of prayer, to be cnabled to do tho most remarkable
things —such as are recorded in the Christian gospels as in the
power of tho followers of Jesus—referring to those passages which
speak of their being ablo to remore mountains, and to swallow
deadly poison without harm. One of the miraculous things which
their priests ate able to do is to walk with naked feet over the
cdges of swords ground to tho keenness of a razor, and nlso over
a bed of live cuals.  They never attempt tais without a formal
and fervent appeal to their divinity for protection, and they asset
miost positively that it would bo impossible for them to perform
the works they do without divine i terference in their behalf.
They intend to exhibit theso reniarkablo powers in Paris during
their stay, and will challenge the devoteces of the Christian or any
other faith todo the things that they do.—UCnity.

SO ——

RATIONAL LIFE AND ITS FUTURE.
An Essay road defore the “Oltawa Progressive Sociely.”

nY THOMAS CUNNINGHAM, ESQ.

Rational lifo may be propesiy defined as an attempt to make
our practico consistent with our wost perfoct knowledge of what is
right, and in tho atiainmwent and maintraanco of this process Jies
the highest and noblest ambition of which kumanity is capable.

{
|
| Faradny cxprosses this idea very clearly in summing up ceriain

! Jdi —Ihek . < . - R .
boly 1s burnt to ashes, or drowned in the decpest ser.—Dickens. ! conclusions in a lecture defiverad by him on  Tha Education of the
L
1

Judgment,” which you will find in “Youmans' Culture Demandnd
vy Wodern Life,” in tho following terse and explicit exprossion: “I
will simply expressiny strongbelicf that that partof educationwhich
consists in teaching the mind to resist its desires and inclinations
unti! they are proved to be right,is the moat lagrertant «f all, not
only in things of natural philosophy, but in every department of
daily life.”

How much of this sort of cducation cnters inte the composition
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ofus alland when it is once thoroughly recognized,what anintense
impulso does it not supply to our ucquisition of that kuowledgo
which hus boen, and is justly said to be Power. The child is
not thoroughly convinced of the natuco and effect of contact with
flame till he has burnt his fingers, and this experiment ouco gone
throngh is generally suflicient to guard b 1. .n further pain
from that source, yet it is not necessary nor at all judicious that
cvery child should be directed to put his finger in the fire to learn
its effects, for it is possible to teach their nature without that pain-
ful experience ; nor is it necessary wo should lio or steal to know
tho ponalties which are attached to wrongactien, for a wise parent
or judicions friend can sow the seeds of goodness in tho child's
heart which will grow in due timo to a saving knowledge of truth
without the hardship of an actunl experiment of the effects pro-
duced by an infringement of moral obligations, and this is to ne
the highest education beforo spoken of, und will Jead toall that we
desiro for ourselves and posterity—a condition in which shall be
attained tho greatest possible amount of happiness. But lhere
again wo have a difficulty, and that is the necessities of our exis-
tenco demand that wo sbould, to use the same illustration, go on
burning our fingers duy after day, while Jife lasts,as it is justly pro-
vided that we should earn our bread by the sweat of our brow,
and what could bo more ressonable than that—the wear of material
in our bodies should produce that whicl shall restore it, if not to
its original condition, at least to an approximation and somectimes
an improvement of it.

I have no sympathy with those who speak and write of labor
as & curse, and that idea is far from being the belief of the most
intelligent portion of thoso who caen their living by manuul in
contradistinction to mental labor. Tho world is controlled every-
where by theso two great elements—mind and force—and by them
all matter is ever being influenced, and a proper appreciation of
this fact gives tho highest of all motives, for carcfully considored
right action, which embodies, as I understand it, the wmodern
idea of the “survival of the fittest.” Picture to yourself what
this world would bo without the struggles which our forefuthers
havoe cndured, and thoso wo aro individually encountering cvery
day.

The effort to mako desert places productive would cease, and the
wilderness would remain in all its chaotic confusien.  Wo are no
donbt laying our motives open to misconstruction in thus placing
cur dependence on tho basis of an educated judgment, but more
and more do wo pereeive tho necessity for this, and the grievious
wrongs which by it may be righted, and wo aro not alene, atthough
the masses hold aloof ; they too are the victims of an iton neces-
sity , but I cannot subiue the bope that in some future, brighter
and mioro beautiful hereafter tho nccessity which binds them to
crceds and dogmas, fables and fairy  tales of the past, wil! have
ceased to cxist, and they will look back with astomstuncat on the
worthless chains wi..ch bound them,
work, and notbing conld help us more than the attitude assnmed
by tho most advauced of our modern clergy. whether it bo in their
attempts to reconcile modern dovelopments to traditions of the

man adduced some, to me, weak arzuments in support
of creeds. There was, he said, a necessity for concise state-
ments of truth to keep man in his position within certain
liwits in their Sunday discourses, but which, as u matter of
policy, it was injudicions to givo marked prominence to mn any
other direetion, and in illustration he stated he had known men
holling Unitaviun, Baptist, and other opinions which be did not
say wero in strict aecordance with the principles of the church of
which he is pastor, but which I understood him to unply were
coutradictory to his understanding of them, still receiving and
enjoying ajl the rights and privileges of that church. He also
adduced the argument that it was nccessary to sink deep in the
hearts of ull a belief in what he considered the essentinls of Chris-
tiauity, the atonement and cternal punishment doctrines ; and the
way he considered best to attain this, to him, much to be desired
result, was simply todebar discussion of these points entiraly till
tho youth had ripened m old age, and then, hie stid, thero need bo
no fear of him depsrting from the way in which he should go.
Thesv are simply illustrations of the arguments which ave being
held up as irretutable every day by our clergy of all denominatio.ss,
but which to an unprejudiced mind carry tieir own refutation
with them, and are best answered by letting themn alone or placing
alongside with them statements dictated by a free and educated
mind. Why should men who are sot up and supported as teachers
of mankind keep within certain limits?  Tho same rev. gentieman
spoko with holy dreud of the posibility that were he not bound by
a cieed he might probzbly astonish them by giving a political
1 “are instead of the customary sermon, and I ask why should
this man, evidently possessod of considerable talent, feol hitnself
restrained from expressing his political or any other ideas thaut
might affect for good the commonwealth. By so doing he need
not become a partizan, which wonld lower his dignity, nor yet be
crazed with revolutionary solutions of social problems, but go 10
the brooks of clesr thought embodicd in the works of men who
havo raised politics to the dignity of a science and hio will invariably
find himself invigorated and refreshed, ready to do battle for truth
and right ageinst error and wrong.  We must veahze individually
that Sunday is not more Loly than any other portion of time, and
although it is most needfully and judiciously devoted to rest, we
must not loose sight of the fect that rest does a0t cousist in

* absence of all activity, but rather in a readjustiment of our conditions

and requirements.

Mornl responsibility to cach other and to nature, and thiough
thewmn und it to the controlling power is the highest mode of ife
aud leads to the greatest amount of bappiness in the individual d
ali ho comes in contact with.  DBefore committing the most trivial,
private or sacia) act were we to ask owsclves . how will 1t uffict
ourselves, ther, how will it affect our neighbor, and, lastly, isit in

i accordance with tho best in nature ; how mauy acts that benr

Wo aru doing a moble -

{ast, or their hopeless abandonment of the task ~nd recognition of -

the claims which human reason is incessantly u.ging.
There am instances which I might cite in support of this posi-

tion in overy part of the world where modern education has wade -

pro and although they still continuo to speak in support aud
lustration of traditionary texts, they fecl the nccessity and re-
ronsibility of their position and know they can no longer afford
> remain ignorant spectators of scientific achiovements, but wust
drink from the ranning brooks of Spencer, Huxley, Tyndall, Dar
win, Carlylo and others not less eminent in their several
sphzres, or better still,scarch oul the living springs for themealves,
Crends are not mado of cast iron, that cven their best exponents
and defendersare now  candidly admitling, and tho arguments
which are urged for their support, &5 snch, simply scrvo to show
bow transpaiently flimay they are. I had oceasion recently to
listens to such a defenco in one of our city churches which have
bren awakened of Jate to something approachinga duo scnse
of the vesponsibility of their position, and the rev. gentle-

dreadful penaltics would we not seck to avoid and escape the pain
with which they are fraughtt How often do we conmider when
our appetite is tempted tho affects of an overloaded stomach or tl ¢
loss which humanity may incur by being deprived of our services
in conseqquence, or how unlike it is to the seasonable shower which
feeds the thivsiy carth ¥ QOr, let us apply the same principle toour
relations with these who hold different religious ideas from oury, and
avk, how does this freedom of thought and expression whieh) we
clim the right to rxercise affect us as individuals, then as citizens
or countrymen, and, lastly, nnturc itself 1 Look ut it thus and we
will know our respousibility for everything we say, and if it may
effect injuriously the just interests of any other being we aro most

* assuredly deserving of prnishinent, which will asassuradly overtako

us. The world requires the best servicer of cvery conscious indi-

* vidual it containg, and in proportion ss this is tendered to it, is a
! man deserving of true happiness—and attains it Men bave, no

doubt, mistaken crror for truth and gone wrong, but thero are few
if any, who aro posscssed of no truo knowledga from which springs
right action. The mest wretchad criminal were he not moved Ly
circumstances and associations which have kept and keep him in
thit condition might have occupicd a superior and moro beautiful
place in nature, aud ho who sball strive to shirk tho responsibility
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for the oxistonce of wrong might as woll attempt to stop the earth
in its rovolution, or stay the mighty rivers in their courses for the
samo undeviating laws govern all. And when wo considor ration-
ally the rolations which subsist between the units and the masgs of
humanity one cannot resist tho conclusion that this sensn of
responsibility ought to become in time the greatest preventitive
check to the commission of eriminal acts of all kinds, and when all
the units can be got really to feel that their slightest variation
from the line of rectitude cffccts the whole mass in as great u degreo
as thomselves, then will dawn a brighter erain the earth’s history
and men will set about making a real effort to do well.

Let us now consider what sort of future may be in store for
thoso whose roliunce is placed solely on their bese cfforts in tho
prosent, for it is an unquestionable fact that we all bolicve in a
future. The child when it awakes to conscious lifo struggles vo
adapt itself to tho conditions of its existence, and sighs for to-
morrow which may never come to its consciousness, but which
years of oxperienco teach us comes ever in its time. But who can
conceive of boundless space or endless timo when everything around
us docays and dies?  We may and do speculate, and it is wise for
us to do 5o us far as an educated judgment will lead us, but further
than that can no man go.

John Stuart Mill in closing his essay on the * Utility of Religion”
suws up in tho following expressive language regarding our
future :—* It scems to me not only possible but probable that in it
higher and above all a happier condition of human life, not
annibilation but immortality may be the burdensome idea, and
that human nature, though pleased with tho present and by no
meaos impaticnt to quiet it, would find comfort and not saduess in
the thought that it is not chained to a conscious existenco, which
it cannot be assured it will 2lways wish to preserve.”

It is now somo timo since I read these words in the copy of his
essays in tho library of this society and their effect on me is almost
incomprehensible, and although Mr. Mill bad his doubts and
makes 1o positive :ussortion on this point, I cannot help thinking
had he lived to hear tho recent utterances of tho most advanced
mirds in our churches he would have had occasion to reiterate in
much stronger terms the proposition ho has laid down so tenderly.
Eternal punishment has recoived tho reward of lts merits lately,
and with it is involved the eternal happiness idea, and wo are in
consequence thrown back on the annihilation theory as being
most in accordunce with our limited knowledge, but this aunihila-
tion, as I understand, i3 not destruction, but rather reorganization.
T, atoms which constituto onr material frame aro again consigned
to the carth which gave them birth, and furnish fresh constituents
for a further exarcise of the controlling power, in the production it
may be of vegetable or animal forms of lifo as the conditions neces-
sitate, But vou may ask, what,becomes of that wo are constriuined
10 think of as immaturial or spiritual, is this too incapable of recoz-
nizing itsell in a hercafter beyond the grave 3 .No ono clfngs
stronger to tho hopo of  conscious existence of mind or soul in a
hereafeer than he who now addresses you, but the gencral idea of
of what that cxistence should he is far from being satisfactory, and
I can only picturo tho future of my soul as a continuation and
devolopment of its existencein my body ; to be plain, my heaven is
ono of progress, and my sonl might find both pleasure and pain in
jonrneying to aud fro throngh outer spaco visiting worlds to us
‘unknown and mayhe influencing their conditions and reqnirements.

This, understand me, is purely speculative, and nothing could
bz further from my wish than to make a positive assertion on this
quostion, but rather, if these wonds and this heaven serve to

effect than a rational treatmont of them as diseased mombors of
socioty, whoso greatest intorost for themselves ought to be to be-
como good honest men rather than tho wretched beings thoy gou-
erally aro, if they could only be brought to understand the ruali-
ties of their position, und how thoy avein fact ever throwing away
substance and grasping at shadow it would prove a far stronger
curb to thoir evil desires than any hideous picture of oternal tor-
went which could be drawn or invonted to scare them from thoiv
fatal infutuation. Yet why should we hopo for any eternity be-
yond that in which we Jive? Wheat is man but a thing of air?
Science can furnish a light strong enough to sce through our
material frame, and clectricity is ever activein its passago through
it, so that wo may reasonubly conclude that after all we aro only
spirits, and grasping at this idea, what could bo more consistent
than the supposition that we aro tho spirits of long ages of succes-
sive human developmont necessitated by changes of circumstances
outsido and beyond our immedinte comprehension. Is not the
world ever producing its poets, philosophers, sages and martyrs,
cvery agoin its turn in accordance with its requiremonts. Tho
present ago being, as we know, well provided for in this and all
other 1espects ; our pupils are warthy of their teachers, and they
in turn, of their pupils. Modern civilization is too comprebensive
to full back as did that of ancient Greece or Rome, and we need
only look at the vast strides over baing made by the Anglo-Saxon
vanguavd of this civilization to have a proper appreciation of this
thought.

Think fora momentof whattheancients wanted compared with the
acquirtementsof moderntimes. Hadtheirconquerorsand heroesbeon
possessed of the faciltics for transport and communication which we
of the nincteenth century possess, history might have told another
tale than that of their consigninent to oblivion, and nced I sav fur-
tl.er thatall the elements are required to give permanency to this
modern improvement of humanity, our society among others of like
nature, being one of the requisites in its attainment.
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created £o much excitement in Eagland.

The origtual volume was issued by the
Itigh Church authorities in England us a
guidance of the clergy in the confessional,
and for its jplainness of languago was
tabooed and expurgated.

Sent by mail on receipt of 25 cents, or
5 copics for ono dollar.

Freethonght Publishing Co.,

BOSTON, MASS.
P. 0. Box 3539,
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MRS, BESANT'S NEW BOOK
THI

Law of Population!

1ts consequencer and its bearing upon
hwmnan conduct and morals,

BY ANNIKE DBDESANT.

A Scientitic and Medical Work cvery way
superior to the * fruits of Philosophy,” or
any of its kind.  Adapted to tho wants of the
married poor and to the consideration of all
mature persons.

“TO THE POOR

I great citica and agricultural districts,
dwellers in stitling court or crowded hovel, in
tho hope that it way point ent a path from
poverty, and mrake caster the life of British
mothers, to them [dedicate this essay.’,

Authorized American from the twenty-fitth
thousand, English Edition,

Cloth 75¢c. Papor §0c.
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THX
BLysiologist & Family Physician

“* An excellent sixteen page monthly. Its
object is certainly a good onc, and the entr-s
prise deserves the support of an appreciative
public.”—Trrmn SeeRke.

“ A hatbinger of health and happiness for
the houschold, an cfficient preacher of the
rightcousness of right living."—Cunistian
Crraxrios.

*The necessity for such a publication has
long been apparent to all interested in tho
wisc philanthropy that szecks the moral and
lmhv.qic:\l regeneration of tho mmce. The

’hysiologist must and will be the prophet
pricst of the future, commissioned by creative
intelligence to reveal those laws which are
wntten in the vital structure of the human
organism.” ~Tnos. W. Oreax, o, of * Liv-
1ne Tsavr,”

*1 am delighted with the firat number of
the Physiologist. It is all good, it matter
varied, sennible, instructive, valuable, just
what is needed 3n every family."—Susay .
Wixox.

** It is a beautiful paper, a valuable woman's
)]\:\{bcb—so clean, so purely white, and with a
delicate lovelineas spread all overit. Iamin
lovo wath 18, and proplesy for it 2 great name
and a world-wide fame.”—MRrs. . D.SLENKER.
Subscription price, - - . $§1 50 per year.
Single copies, - - - - - 15cents
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Strauss’ Tho Old Faith and the New.. 2 00

Christian Theology and dodern Seep-
ticism, by the Duke of Somerset.. 075

Parker's Discourses on Religion...... 200
Mills' Threo Essays on Religion. ..... 200
Clodd’s Qhildhcod of the world...... 075
¢ Childhood of Religion ...... 225
¥rothingham's Transcendentalism in
New England, ............ 250
Frothingham’s The Safest Creed .... 150
N The Cradle of Christ.. 175
s Child’s Book of Relig'm 1 00
o Beliefs & Unbelievers

and othor Discourses 1 00

Supernatural Religion. 2 Vols. 8vo .. 800
Matthow Arnold’s Literature & Dogma 1 50
«“ God and the Bible.... 150

“ Essays on Criticism... 150
¢ Essays on Church &
Religion .......... 150

Amberley’s Analysis Religious Belief 3 00
Huxley’s Critiques and Addresses.... 1 50
¢ Anatomy of Vertobrated Ani-

mals..... ceieerans veeees 250
¢ DMan's placo in Nature ..... 125
¢ Origin of Species ........ 100

Haeckel's History of Creation, 2 vols. 5 00
Quaterfage’a Natural History of Man 100
Mivart's Contemposary Evolution.... 150
Spencer’s (Herbert) Social Statics.... 250
¢ Psychology. 2 vols ........ 500
‘¢ Prinaples of Biology. 2 vols. 4 00
¢ TFirst Principles .......... 250
# The Study of Sotiology .... 1
Dreper's Intellectual Development of
Europe. 2 vols .....coiiianntn 360
Draper’s Conflict between Religion &

SCIENCO ..ccieiiariiieriananas 175
Bucklo's History of Civilization in
England. 2vols..cocvvuenenn.
Tyudall's Forms of Water ..........
¢ Heat as a mode of motion..

“ OnSound .....ceviinennn.

¢ Michael Faraday ....eveeue

¢ Fragments of Science ......
¢ Hours of Ixercise in the Alps
Darwin'’s Naturalists’ Voyago around
the World ..........aaatt.

¢ Qrigin of Species .........

¢ Decent of Man. 2 vols.......

¢ Insectivorous Plants ......

*¢  Cross and sclf Fertilization,

¢ Experssions of the Emotions

in men and animals ......

Cazelles’ Evolution—Philosophy ...
Fontaine's Haw tho World waspeopled
Smith's From Dawn {0 Sunrise......
Underwond's Heroines of Frecthought
Savage's Religion of Evolution ......
Stephen’s History of English Thought
L T L
Renaa's Lifeof Jesus v.vveeenn..... 5
Bradlaugh’s Thoughts about the Devil 1 50
Cobbo's Religious Demands of the Age 0 40

*.*Some of the abovo may behad second-
hand, af reduced prices.
Address ALFRED PIDDINGTON,
248 & 250 Yonge St.,
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RARE CHANCES.

Wo will send the
Freethought Journal,
Spiritual Offering,

AXND

The Evolution,

All for one year for the sum of {3.7%.
Evolution and Jourxar for $2.00 a year;
Spiritual Offering and JourxaL for $2.75,
in advance. The Spiritual Offering is edited
by Mr. D, M. Fox and Mrs. Nettie Peuso
Fox, and is onc of the best magazines
published in the United States. The
Evolution is the best Materialistic journal in
the United States, and the Freeruoveyr
Jour~ayis the only Liberal paper published
in the Dominion of Carada. Has a corps
of able contributors, and is abreast of the
times.

Address,
V. J. R. HARGRAVE,

Albert Hall, No. 191 Yonge Si-cet,
TORONTO.
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In stock, or engraved to order,

Notarial Seals, Lodge, Corporation and
Society Seals.

Stoel Stamps

FOR

Wo. 1, Brass, Iron,
Ivory. &¢.

Date Stimps, Bank,
Office and Haad
Stamps, &e.
Confcctioners®
\ Stamps
3 And Rolls,
=v="" \ Silver and Brass
- Poorplales.

Bottlers’ St;mps for Capsules and wax—
all kinds.
Shiclds and Ranncrots for Liberal Associa~

tions appropriately groupod.

THE Hniﬁgﬁxﬁfnns‘
FOR |

Scientific, Philosophical, and Religious
Worke, and for the Leading Sec-
ular and Progressive v

Pupers of

ENGLAND AND AMERICA,

At the rooms of the

Freethought
Publishing
Company,

28 80300L ST., BOSTON,

We keep on hand all works of Advanced
Thought on Scientific, Philosophical, Re-
ligious, and «..2ial Topics. |

Attention is also called to the fact that
muck of the best works of the real advanced
thinkers appears first in some one or other of
the leading periodicals of England or Amer-
ica. Tho periodicals can always be obtained
at our rooms. This is the only placo in Bos-
tou where the

FREETHINKER

Can find a complete collection of such works
as ho nceds.

No Pamphlet too Trivial.
No Volumo too Costly.
Works on Physiclugy constantly on hand.

Auy book published in Europe or Ameries
will be farnished at publisher’s prices at
shortest notice. :

Let Frecthinkers purchase of the

Freethought Publishing Co.,

28 SOHOOL ST., BOSTON.

L. J. RIVERS, Manzger.
1. 0. BOX 8339.

& Send for a Cztalogug of Liberal Poblie
cations.



