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The readers of Tae Crarrsmay are
¥ yprobably aware that not long since
{ an ediot was igsued by the Grand
Vigster of the Grand Lodge of Que-
bes, covering intercourse with St.
Paul, St. George, sud St. Lawrence
Liodges, English Registry, located in
the City of Montreal, Proviuce of
Quebeg, and “all lodges bolding alle-
gianca to any foreign Grand Liodge,
to be Masonically, irregularly, and
fllegally existing in this proviuce.”
The above named Jodges, although
located in the City of Montreal,in the
Provinee of Quebeo, have, since thefor-
mation of the Grand Lodge of Que-
bee, ‘persistently refused to render
allegiance to the Grand Lodge of
Quebeo, and have as persistently re
fused to listen to any overtures that
tend towvard accomplishing that end.
|~ The caases that 'called for the
promulgation of thab ediet may mnot
be fully understood, and es the sub-
jeot is one that direotly concerns us
all, T will give & brief resuame of the
affair.

Previous to 18£5, Masonmry in
British North America was under the
eontrol of the Grand ILindges of
England, Soutland and Ireland, in
the form of Provincial Grand L dges.

In 1855, our Canadian brethren,
seeing the mnecessity of a Grand
Indge of their own, independent of
that of Fogland, Scotland or Ire-
Iond, mot and formed the Grand
Foidge of Canada. After its organ-

-3zation ss oo independent Grand

QUEBEC vs, ENGLAND.

BY BRO. FRANK W. BAXTER. -

Lodge, they spplied to the Grand
Lodges of the world for recognition,
ad an independent Grand Lodge.
The Grand Liodge of Ireland so re-
cognized them in 1866, and Scotland
in "1859; but the Grand Lodge of
England refused to so recognize them
until 1863, and then oconditionally,
which condition was that all lodges
thas so elected, should remain under
the jurisdiction of their mother
Grand Liodges. The Grand Lodge of
Canada accépted those terms, and a
number of lodges, amongst whom
were the three mentioned abuve,
elected to remain under the coutrol of
their micther Grand Liodge.

Previous to 1867, the whole eoun-
try was known as Upper and Lower
Canada, or Canada West und Canada
Hast; but the British North Ameri-
can Act, which went into effect July
1, 1867, brought about a ¢ .anplete
revolution in political affsirs, and
what was then designated as Upyer
Canads or Canada West, became the
Province of Ontario, and Lower Ca-
neda or Canada East, became the
P: cinee of Quebec, with separate
Piovinces of Newfoundland, New
Brunswick, Nova Seota, and Prince
Edward Island.

The Provinces of Ontario and Que-
bec have o disticet and separate Le-
gislature, each making its own local
laws, and, in fact, as separate and
distinet as any of the Stafes in the
United States, . 5

The old Order having prassed away

.
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in the political change, rendered the
Province of Quebec, in one senss un-
ocoupied (Masonically) territory, al-
though the Grand Lodge of Canada
olaimed jurisdiction over it, excepting
those lodges that had elected to re-
main under the obedience of the Grand
Liodges of England and Scotland.

Our Quebec brethren in 1869, fol.
lowing the example of the Canadisn
brethren in 1855, formed tho present
Grand Lodge of Quehee, claiming
jurisdiction over the then and now
Province of Quebeo; but, distinctly
bear in mind, that she assumed none
of their (Canada) liabilities, trades or
agreements, or was in any way heirs-
at-law, of the Grand Lodge of Cana-
da, being formed from territory that
was in no way dependent upon, or
rondering allegiance, politically dr
otherwise, to the Grand Livdge of Ca-
nada or the Province of Ontario.

The Grand Lodge of Canada re-
fased her recognition, and then fol-
lowed a long, bitter contest, until
1874, when matters were brought to
s peacefal termination, and the
Grand Lodge of Oanada recognized
the Grand Lodgs of Quebes as a legal
Grand Lodge, and instructed her sub-
ordinate lodges within the Province
of Quebec to render allegiance to the
Grand Licdge of Quebec, and from
that time until the pregent time, there
Jhas been nothing to disturb the har-
mony existing between the two Grand
Lodges.

After the difficulty with the Grend
Lodge of Canada had terminated, the
Grand Lodge of Quebee, in 1875,
again sought recognition from the
Grand YT.odge of England. The
@rand Lodge of England sssented to
such recognition on the rame terms
accorded to and accepted by the
Grand Lodge of Canada. This
proposition the A Grand Lodge of
Quebec declined to accept, and recog-
nition was not granted.

From the formation of the Grand
Lodge of Quebec uniil the present
day, our Quebeo.brethren have left no
stone unturned $o bring asbout &

0

peaceful solation of the vexed ques-
tion. She has plended, coaxed, aud
done everything. that could be dona,
but of no avail.

At the session of the Grand Lodge of
Québec, January 80 and 81, 1884, the
Grand Master was positively instracss
ed to onee more appeal to the Grend
Lodge of England to recall the ohitre
ters of thoge three lodges, and in ezse
she refused, affer due nofification,
to issue an ediet of non.intercourse
against those three lodges. The ap-
pesl and notification was duly and
courteously made; the Grand Lodge
of England peremptorily declined to
withdraw from the jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge of Quebec, and om
January 1, 1885, the Grand Master,
in obedience to the commands of the
Grand Lodge, iesued his edict, sever-
ing intercourse with thesa malcontent
lodges, and at the annual ssssion of
the Grand Lodge of Quebec, held
January 28 and 29, 1885, the acts of
the Grand Master were fally endora-.
ed, and he was re-elected as Grand
Master. ‘

The question involved in the con-
troversy is one that directly concerns
every American Grand Lodge, and we
are now called upon to decide whether
the Grand Bodies of Quebec shsall or
shall not have exclusive jurisdictionm
within their own territorial limits?

The Grand Lodges of the United
States have fully endorsed the dogma
of exclusive Grand Liodge Sovereignty,
as well as the question, as to the ille-
gality of lodges that refuse to render
allegiance to the Grand Lodges im
whose territory they may exist, asin
the case of New Mexzico vs. Missouri.
'We are now asked to accord the samae
position to our sister Grand Lodge of
Quebec, a8 we maintain within our
own Grand Lodges.

For one, I say, grant her that po-
sition; allow her to be the supreme
suthority within her own jurisdiction,
exhaust every known peancefel mea-
sure firat, and then if these fail, let her
agsert her rights with those that defy
her authority.
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Por o long fifteen yoors, thoGrand
Todgo of Qushes has: tricd poaceful
meastres, cnd tHe only snd: Tisy re-
gort, wag the promuljation of the
efliot severing intercourse with them.

Non-intérconrse, is an aot that
ghould only beresoried to-gs o last
vesott, I Ruow thatthe Grand Lodge
of Qhehics very reluctantly issued that
ediot; but “patience had ceased to be
& virtts,” and they issued it to pro-
tdot their logitimiate rights, preroga.
tivas and privileges, and in this case,
non-infercourse i8 a thousand times
preferablo to concurrent jurisdiotion
with & body that openly, maliciously,
and knowingly defies the Grand
Yodge of Quebec, within her own
jurisdiction. The ediot: has been
issued; it 1s enforced, and the Grand
Tiodge of Quebes asserts her right to
be and remain exclusive within her
own limits.

She now asks the Grand Liodges of
the United States to assist her in her
endeavors to maintain the dogme of
Grand Liodge Sovereignty. Shall she
have that assistance? I frust she
may, and that the time is near af
hand when she.can truly say, that
she slone has exclusive jurisdiction
within her own territorial limits.

THE PROSPERITY OF MASONRY,

We offen speak of the prosperity
of Freemsasonry, or of the prosperity
of this or that Masonie body, bat do
we always have a clear ides of where-
in prosperity consists? Words some-
times misrepresent facts, and that
which we term prosperity may be, at
times, a delusion and & snare. In-
deed, it not unfrequently happens ]
that popular notions are wrong—the
voice of the people being anything
but the voice of God. In what, then,
doss prosperity consist?

Doas it consist in great numbers?
If it doss, there can be no doubt of
the prosperity of Masonry to-day. It
never was so ypopular. The Craft
was never so orowded. Both Liodges

abd year by yénr the ntmbor of Fres-
magons i tHe world iy stendily and
Iergely inordasing. Buf, rovembde
this, in gréat eizé thers is aliwvays
great daiiger. Grogstiess is disease
It istho thin iy that has length of
days, while the stont mdn goes luxhe
bering alotig, snd fallsbefore his time.
So, preat nations are alvays un-
wieldy, and" fheir unmianagesbla siza
often is their ruin, We should nof
expect Freeniasonry to be any excep~
tion to this often-proved principle.
Too great numbers in the Fraternity
‘may natarally promote its disruption
and destruction. Do not let us, them,
regard the numericsl growth of the
-Craft as proof positive of its prosper-
ity, since far from being so, it may.
betoken its decline and fall. Thereig
all the differende in the tvorld batween
s healthy growth and a rapid one.
The black ball is the safeguard of
Freomasonry in this respect, and
wherever & seotion of the Oraft “lets
down the bars,” and requires {wo oxr
three black-balls to rejest, it places &
premium upon insufficieney, and in-
troduces into the Brotherhood ela-
ments which may work its ruin. Leb
us not he led astray by the easy be-
lief that & great npmber of initintes i
proof of the Craft’s prosperity, for o
do so may be to'déceive ourselves, and
to invite adversity.

Does it consist in great wealth?
Excees in wealth, no less than excess
in numbers, betokens enérvation, and
induces destraction. It puffs up, and
pride goeth befors a fall. Noi only
are a'l men and all societies liable to
failui¢ 1rom this cause, but no matter
what their firsb principles may have
*been, great wealth is almost certain
to causé them'to override those prin-
ciples. The history of monarchism
affords a striking example of this, as
also does 'that of the medimval
Knights Templar. In their origin
the monastic ordérs were pure and of
.good report, but when they came to
own helf thé country where theit do-
‘mains existed, dividing it practivally

and Grand Lodges are multiplying

between themselves and royalty, theit
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wealth caused them to ignore their
principles and exemplify the grossest
and most law-defying lives. Se. the
Tamplars, whose original seal repre-
gented two Knights riding upon one
horse, by way of testifying to their
poverty, in after years became ener-
vated, as aconsequence of the posses-
sion of unlimited wealth. It seems
that map in no state of life can as-
suredly bear what we vainly style
greabt prosperity. Freemasonry can-
not expect to stand where all others
have fallen. The Craft should nof
desire to have its coffers lined with
silver and gold, for to do so would
not be to increaseits efficiency, but to
invite its decline and fall.

Does it consist in great popularity?
Magonry has no right to be popular.
It is a secret society. It is for tHe
few, not the many; for the select
not the masses. It wishes not to be
evil spoken of; but better that, than
to be.lauded to the skies. Whatever
directly tends to bring Masonry be-
fore the profane, or to bring the pro-
fane into a Masonic Lodge-room dur-
ing the performance of any of the
ceremonies of the Craft, is to seek
that prosperity which is utterly hol-
low, and that popularity which is as
fickle as the wind. Neither great
wealth, nor great numbers, nor great
popularity can serve as the corner-
stone or the cap-stone of our ancient
and honorable Fraternity. It must
continue to exist independent of all
these, and avoiding all extremes. In
the middle coarse only is safety.

The true prosperity of Freemasonry |

consists in the universal prevalence

of the germinant and unifying princi- |

ples which distinguished its origin
and prosperity in the past, and these
must be meintained if we would en-
sure its prosperity in the faoture. We
must continae to exemplify kindness,
courtesy and unaffected good feeling
towards all of our brethren; genuine
oharity for the imperfections of our
fellows, and for the material relief of
the distressed ; and we must persevere
in an ardent advocacy of Masonic

truth, and exhibit.it in action.in our
daily lives. This is real Masonic
prosperity, and it may exist without
great numbers, without great wealth

-without great .so-0alled prosperity,,.

and, indeed it cannot exist with thom,

+A Masonic persecution is often g

blessing in disgunise, The company
of the brethren is strengthened by.
the loss of its selfish and halfhearted
members, They are siragglers and
desertors, whose natural home is with

.the enemy. They weaken any cause

they espouse. Such a persecution is
medicine for the Craft, unpleasant to
take, but curative in its results. Let
us truet that in the fatare, truth may
be 80 upheld, principle so exemplified
In practico, and undue popularity,
excessive. wealth and great numbers,
8o avoided, that the prosperity of
Freemasoary may be assured-through
all ‘the years of coming time.—Key-
stone,

A WARNING TO MASONS.

According to GCaillard’s Medical
Journal, a late Justice of the Peace
of Gloucester City, N. J., is a de-
fendant in an action brought by his
wife for alimony on account of alleged
desertion. The justice is six feet in
height, weighs 200 pounds, is hand-
some, of fine physique and a sort of
gigantic Apollo. His wife is quite
small. The case will be ultimately
heard by the Vice Chancellor of New
Jersey. The defence offered to the
wife's charge, is quite novel and is
without precedent in divorce pro-
ceedings. The defendant alleges that
he left his wife for justifiable cause,
claiming that for a period of fully one
year she kept him in a state of con-
stant phyeicel pain by the applieation
of croton oil to his garments and that
when this oil came in contact with
his skin and was subjected to friction
it acted as a torture, especially when
walking. "When in a state of repose
his misery vas not so kaen. ,

The Justice is a club man and was
frequently it in the evening. After
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<he application ot the oil he wasa
peoculiar]y submissive husband. But
for the faot, as ho nlleges, that his
wifs revealed the secret of his torture
{o a number of married ladies whose
husbands were also members of clubs,
the vause of his physiocal sufferings
would never have besn ascertairned.
Ho had oconsulted physician after
physician, and they were not only
unsable to temporarily relieve him, but
wholly at sea as to the cause of his
bodily ailment. :
The'testimony taken, tends to show
the above facts, the druggist swearing
to the continuous sale of the oil to the
wife and’ her fomale friends. What
is the natural deduction from the ex-
périence of the Justice? ' Is there not
denger to the Magonic Lodge atten-
dants of a similar practice, indeed is
it not the cause of the paucity in the
andience of some Liodges whose mem-
bers perhaps suffer from this know-
Jedge on the part of the lady home
gudrd. Again, does not the above ac-
countforthe restlessnessof many mem-
bers in the Liodge room, who cannot sit
still and finally atthe first opportun-
ity offered, skulk out of the room and
gebk relief ‘in the circling smoke of
the weed or swallow potations in
neighboring apartments to ease the
exoruciating pain.—Hebrew Leader.

R S amm e
THE WELL, THE ALTAR AND
' THE TOME,

The most ancient records of man’s
Tife on the éarth, present us with three
chief tokens to mark the possession of
& portion of its surface as an abiding
place for human families; the well of
water, the altar of worship, the tomb
or ogsve of the dead. With what an
impressive power—the force and
beauty of simple truth—does that
combination of the well, the altar and
the tomb affect us. They lead us
back upon the tide of ages, and bring
us to the first habitable spot of the
éarth, The altar, risiig above the

soil, the wall and the grave beneath |

it, express to wy the three great

natural ivants of man. ' Life's chief
necessity, its-divine law, its inevitable
issue are thus presented to the eyer
and to the mind Amid our tem
thousand wants, behold the threa
which orown them all, and one of
these three the body’s lonely and
everlasting couch. The well-spring
gathering its orystal drops from the
seoret depths of the earth, and receiv-
ing them back again when man had
used them and heavenly distillationr
had renewed their purity, was a tokent
that near to it grass would grow, and
man apd beast had sustenance.

The rude sltar-stone, which no tool
had touched, was raised upon some
overlooking summit, kneeling around
it, the patriarchal family called upom
themselves the name of God, and
thus recognized that everlasting, thak
universal trath, the basis of all clear
thought, knowledge and science, as
well as religion—that this earth and
all its clements and tribes depend
upon the loftier influence of the sky,
and owe allegiance to the unseen
Center and Source of power whence
comes forth the energy that controls
and blesses. ‘When the life that had
been nourished by food and water,
and kept mindful of a divine over-
sight by the altar, came to its ap-
pointed close, there lay a cold and
changing body, & forsaken tenement,
and the mourner said, *Let me bury
my dead out of sight.” Wells, altars
and graves, the earliest, the universak
tokens of man's presence on ths
earth, the most essential objects of
his interest, and also the most endury
ing of his works. They multiply a=
do the tribes and numbers of our
race. They retain the same relation
to each other and to human life, and
the same proportior as of old, for
men everywhere need them all alike.
When we find things so inseparably
connected there is ever a sorh of
sacred besaty in their union.—
Hebrew Leader,

Subscribe for Tar CrarTsMaN.
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ROYAL AND ORIENTAL FREE-
MASONRY.
Eastalligtiom pf omc?n.
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At a regular Conslave of Phonix
Rose Croix Chapter 18°, No, 27,
Teld in the rooms of the Rite, corncr
of Sparks and O’Connor streets, Ot-
tawa, the officers of the flourish-
Ing chapter were duly installed by
Rt. Il. Bro. Jas. Burritt, Proyin-
ejal Grand Master of the Ottawa
District, assisted by Rt. II. Bros.
John Moore and Amos Chaifield. The
following are the officers for the pres-
<nb year.

Ol Bro. John B. Wright, Most
‘Wise Sov.; Iil. Bro. F. E. P. Aldrich,
Post Most Wise Sov,; Ill. Bre. Jas, A.
€orry, Sen. Warden; Hl. Bro. Ed. C.
Raper, Jun. Warden; Very Ill. Bros
E. Colston Bennett, Archivist; Iil.
Bro, John Huckell, Treasurer; II.
Bro. Carl Megs, Orator; Ill. Bro. J. J.
Rurrows, Prelate; I1l. Bro. P. H. Var-
mey, Conduator; IIl. Bro. D. J. Spith,
@Quard of the Tower; Hl. Bro. Wm.
RMoeser, Capt. of the Guard; . Bro.
A. Wheatley, Organist; Ill. Bro. John
McCarthy, Sentinel.

At the close of the proceedipgs the
Tl brethren adjourned to mine host
Huckell's, where upwards of twenty-
five members of the Rite sat down to
supper, gotten up in first class style.

‘When the volunteer toagts were in
order, the niewly elected M. W., John
B. Wright, on behalf of Pheenix Rose
€roix Chapler, presented Rt. Iil. Bro.
Jobn Moore, Past Provincial G, M.,
Oftaws, with a very handsome Jewel
of the Rite, with an appropriate ad-
dress, whieh Ill. Bro. Moore very
suitably and modestly received and
feolingly thanked the brethren for.

Ill. Brgs. Burritt, Jno. Satchell,
‘Varney, Chatfield and others, enliven-
¢d the evening with song and toast,
and the Warden's toast, “Happy to
Meet, Sorry to Part, Happy to Meet
Bgain,” brought the prodeedings to a
cloze, all feeling that a p’easant even-
ing was spent. ,

THE GEAND LODGE ABOVE.

“The Grand Lodge Abaye” is-a gor
norous phrase, rmuch affected by Mar
sonic mortuary eulogists, Much agib
is abuged, it has its just uge, and then
is full of meaning. Freemagons while
they make excellent use of time pre»

- sent, are not forgetful of time to come,

The rqysl art.in which they are inifs
iates points to eternity as well as time,.
to the great hereafter as well ag the-
little now. We see this in the Master
Mason's Degree, and at the interment.
of the fraternal deall. As Refregh-
ment follows Labor in the earthly
Lodge, 50 We are tanght that earthly
Labor shall be followed by heavenly
Refreshment, in the experience of
those who .ay be admitted to the
Grond Lodge above. Freemagong do
not theorize about this Grand Lodges
they do not classify seven heavens,
as did the Rabbins; nor ppeculate i
poetic guesses, as did Milton an
Dante. The Grand Lodge above isto
us simply the presence chamber of
the Grand Architeot of the Universe,
where he sits enthroned, with munis-
trant gpirits for His mesgengers—wit}
ten thousand times ten thousand.
angels hefore Him, to execute his will
and their pleasure.

‘While Freemesons do not speculate-
concerning the namber of the heavens,
or their situstion, they necesserily
imply by their statements concerning
the Grand Lodge above that it is &
place—a vast and snblime region of
ineffable light and unspeskable love;
the sphere of immortality, where the
Great I Am, the Cause of Causep, the-
Light of Lights, without a frown,
without a cloud, without a veil, may
be seen in all his glory and majesty ;.
a place where the soul may revel in
ecstatic bliss; whexe the intellect may
understand itself and its Maker, and
go forward endlessly in ifs scquire-
ment of knowledge; & place of tran-
quility and harmony, where there arg
no clashings of interest, no impostors,.
no clandestines; & place where there
is no stagnation, but endless progress
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—for progress co-exists with order—
heaven’s firat law. Thers we shall
find that the circle of knoswledge has
10 boundaries, and the immensity of
infinity can never be fully compassed.
All that are admitted to the Grand
Lodge ahove, shall be perfectly happy,
bat each after his own measure.
There may be places and stations
there, as here. -We shall be judged
by our works, and rewarded according-
ly, but all will be wise, and shine as
lights.

‘We may be sure of this, also—the
Grand Lodge above will be a social
place. There will be kindred feelings
among all those admitted within its
portals, and there, as here, all will be
hrethren; but there, in the completest
and truest senge of the term. Here
we are but buds, while there we bloom
forever. Here wa are fallible, there
without moral stain. What & happy
thought, to go from the Lodge be-
low to the Lodge above, if we are
ready, and have & right to expect that
we shall be admitted there, To spring
from & death bed to an ecstatic life; to
leave wesping mourners for the wel-
come of angels of light. What joy
will sparkle in all eyes as friend meets
and greets friend in-the Grand Lodge
above, all clothed in glory, all honor-
ed with the everlasting friendship of
their fellows, and the everlasting love
and presence of their Maker. There
will be no danger to alarm, no pain to
feel or fear, no sigh to heave, no tear
to shed, noe conflict to harass—and all
will be eternal. In the Grand Liodge
above, Wisdom, Strength and Beauty
will %e perpetusl. Here we under-
stand the three degrees; there we
shall understand the Sacred Three,
the mystery of godliness, the problems
of Providence. Here, who can com-
prehend the union of soul and body,
who find the seat of the evanescent
spirit in man, who understand the
power of memory, how the brzin in.
spives the will, and controls th?
museles, how words come tripping to
the tongue st the instant request of
thought? Alt these puzzles, which

confuge and confound hexe, shall by
explained there. Here we buckle on
the armor of trath, wield the sword of
the spirit, and wear the shield of
faith; but here peace is often exiled,
and friendship sometitnes bleeds;
while there we shall be at peace, af
rest, at home forever. But who?
Shall all who meet in the Lodge be-
low greet each other in the lodge
above? As there are some who are
never able to 6btain an entrance into
the earthly Lodge, so it may be there
will be those who shall be denied ad-
miggion to the Lodge above. The Zo-
roastrians, who were devout believers
in the immortality of the soul, and a
conscious future existence, taught,
that immediately after death the souls
of men, both good and bad, proceeded
together along an appointed path oyer
“‘the bridge of the gatherer.” This
was tha narrow way to Paradise, and
the wicked, while crossing the bridge,
were chst from it into the gulf below,
Then the “‘accepted” passed happily
on to the realm of the blest, while the
rejected, in the region of outer darke.
ness, were forced to remain and feed
upon poisoned banquets. Yes, all hed
their banquet, but on one table was
the fruit of the tree of lifs, while on
the other was the fruit of the tree of
death, ILet not such semblance of
refreshment as may be meted out to
impostors by the Grand Lodge above,
he the award to any of us as Free
and Accopted Masons.—Keystone.

EXOLUSIVE TERRITOBIAL JURIS-

DICTION.
“Have Grand Lodges exclusive
territori il jurisdiction ?

“The guestion presented is one of
great megnitede. It involves an in-
quiry into the origin, objeots and re-
lations "to each other, of Grand
Liodges.

“Grand Lodges are of comparative.
ly recent origin. The General As-
serablies of andient times were masg
mestings of all masons. *Until late
years,’ says Bishop Mant, “the Grand
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Lodge as now constituted did not
oxist; but thexe was but ona
family of masons,’ &o. Every mau
was & branch of that family, the
General Assembly was vested the
whole governing power of the fra-
ternity. In 926, a charter was grant-
ed by King Athelstane to the Masons
a8 a body, on application of Prince
Edwin., Accordingly Prince Edwin
summoned all the masons in the
realm to meet him in a General Lodge.
They met at York, framed a Consti-
tution and enacted statutes. For a
long time the York Assembly exerois-
ed jurisdiotion over all England. It
possussed the whole supremsé govern-
ing power of the fraternity. All
Masons were governed. by it; all took
part in it,

“In 1567, the masons in the gouta
of England elected & Grand Master
for themselves. Whether this was
done by a violent sezession, or because
the York Assembly was become too
cambrous, I am unable to ascertain.
But as the relations between the
General Assemblies were friendly, 1
have no doubt it was done by consent
of the York Assembly and for good
Teasons.

«In 1717, the masons in the south
of England formed s Grand Lodge
upon the Representative system. All
the governing power was vested in
that; no man could be made a mason
but by virtue of its authority; sub-
ordinate lodges derived all their
power from it. The York Grand
Lodge, or General Assembly, (it is
not material to inquire which), kept
ap friendly relations with it for sever-
al years. There was a mutual inter-
change of recognition. The Grand
Tiodge of England sprang from this
London Grand Lodge. It isthe pro-
genitor of all the Grand Lodges in
the world, with, I believe, a single
exception, There is nothing in the
history of Masonry previous to 1717
to throw any light 1upon the question
under discussion, save that territorial
Jjurisdiction is distinetly recognized.

“In 1729, the Grand Lodge of Ire-

land, and in 1786, the Grand Lodgo,
of Sootland, were formed. The first
Provinecial Grand Warrant for North
Amerioa was granted to Henry Price.

‘It bears date April 80, 1788, and in-

vests Price ‘as Provincial Grand
Master of Now England and domin-
ions and territories thereunto belong-
ing,’ * * * gnd aunthorizes him ‘to
constitute the brethren (Free and Ac-
cepted Masons) now residing or who
shall hereafter reside in those parts
into one or more regular lodges, as he
shall think fit, and occasion may re-
quire.’ Without enumerating them
particularly, it is sufficient to say
that, previous to the revolution,
lodges in America were under the
jurisdiotion of the Grand Lodges of
England, Scotland, and Ireland,
through the medium of Provincial
Grand Lodges. Immediately after
our independence was established, the
Provincial Grand Lodges took ateps
to sever their oconnection with the
mother Grand Lodges, and proceeded
to establish Grand Lodges in the
several States. Among the reasons
assigned for this course, was, that, as
the two.countries were politically
separated, each being sovereign and
independent, it did not eompord with
the dignity of this country to be
tributary, even masonically to &
foreign power. The justice of this
course wss ab once acknowledged by
the parent Grand Bodies, the new
Grand Lodges were recognized as
such, and from that time down to the
occurrence of the acts of Union Liodge,
which we have complained of, no one
of the parent Grand Lodges has at-
tempted to exercise any jurisdiction
whatever within any ond of the
States in which & Grand Lodge has
existed.

“The recognition of these new
Grand Liodges was an ers in the his-
tory of Magonry., In former timag
there had been but .one governing
power; now there were many. In-
stead of one Grand Lodge, there was
pow a family of Grand Lodges.

“Liet us now consider the objects
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of Grand Lodges. In many respects
there is & perfeot parallel between
G-and Lodges and ¢ivil governments
in nations. ' ]

« It i essentinl,’ says Vattel, ‘o every
civil society, that each member have xe-
signed a part of his righti to the body of the
society, and that there exist in it an
suthority capable of commanding all the
members, of giving them laws, and of com-
pelling those who refuse to obay.’

“Grand Lodges perform for the
fraternity what civil governments
perform for their nations. The civil
government makes oivil laws, judges
concerning , violations of them, and
exeoutes them upon its members and
those under its suthority. A Grand
Lodge makes masonic laws, judges in
the last resort concerning violations
of them, and executes them upon its
members, and those under its author-
ity. Grand Lodges with subordinates
and their members are masonic
nations. All nations agree that

“‘Nations or states are bodies politio,
societiea of men united fogether for the
purpose of promoting their mutual safety
and advantage by the joint effects of their
combined strength.’

£“What, from the history and objects
of Grand Lodges, are their relations
to each other? .

«The .same quéstion has arisen in
reference to nations. With nations,
a8 with Grand Lodges, there is no
superior tribunal by which questions
between them can be autlioritatively
decided, But there is a <Liaw of
Nations' applicable to oivil govern-
ments to determine their relations to
each other, -

«“But the origin end object of
Grand Liodges being so similar to the
origin and. objects of civil govern-
ment in nations, we may learn some-
thing of'the relations of Grand Liodges

to each other, by considering' what,

by the Law of Nations, the relatigns
of ngtions aie to each: other, ,

“It is held by all writers on Inter-
national Law, that in addition to the
voluntary laws of nations, arising
from -their presumed consent—tha
<convetiondl, arising from an express

consent—and the customary, arising
from & tacit consent—there is besides
the necessary law of nations, whick
is the iaw of natnre applied to States.

“+4We coll tlat, the necpssary law of
nations, which consists in the application
of the law of nature to nations. It is
necesgsary because nations are absolutely
bound to observe it.’ .

«If the law of nature itself imposes
certain duties upon nations in regard
to each other, certainly the magonie
law and law of nataure impose no legs
on Grand L:odges in their relations
to each other. .

“One of these ‘necessary laws of
nations’ ig, that all nations are
naturally equal, free and indepen-
dent of each other. o

% ‘Since men are naturelly equal and &
perfect equality prevails in their rights and
obligations as equally proceeding frome
natare, nations comyposed of men and:con-
sidered as so-many free persons living fo-
gether in & state of nature, are naturally
equal, and inherit from nature the same
obligations ahd rights.’ :

«It cannot he doubted that for
similar reasons Grand Lodges are
equal, iree and independent of eack
other. The Grund Lodge of Dela-
ware, with her few subordinates, is
the equal, as & Grand Liodge, of *the
Grand Lodge of New York with her
hundreds of subordinates. The Grand
Lodge of Kansas, yet scarcely tiies
years old, is the equal of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, which has
diffused masonic light for nearly &
century.

“It is also a ‘necessary law of
nations,’ that each nation should bhé
left in the peaceable enjoyment of
that liberty which she inherits from
natare. . ‘ '

«/Nations being free and indepéndent.of
each .other, in the same mannexr as men
are naturally free and independent, the
second ‘general law-of theix society is, thob
each nation should be left.in the peaceabls
enjoyment of that Iiberty which she in-
horits from nature. The natural society of
netions cannot subsist, unless the natural
rights of each be duly respected.’

«It requires no argument to prove
that if nafure imposes this law on
nations, the principles on which Ma-
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sonry is founded imperatively impose
it on Graund Lodges.

¢ «J% is also & necessary law that

% ‘When a government is established in
& country, it is exclusive; and the nation
inhabiting it, has a peculiar and exclusive
right to it. This right comprehends the
empire, or right of sovereign command, by
which the nation directs and regulates at
its pleasure everything that passes in the
country.

¢ It therefore excludes all rights on the
part of foreigners. And every other nation
ought to respect their rights and leave
them in the peaceable enjoyment of them.

*‘No State has the smallest right to
interfere in the government of another. Of
all the rights that can belong to a nation,
sovereignty is doubtless the most precious,
and that which other nations ought the
most sorupulously to respect if they would
mot do her an injury.

«All writers on international law
admit and assert this——that the
government in a nation is necessarily
exclasive, over all its territory—and
$hat any interference by another
mation, by exercising acts of sover-
eignty in such territory, is contrary
to the laws of nations.

“I will not recite the reasons given
for this; they are familiar. They all
apply with increased force to Grand
Lipdges, that their jurisdiotion in their
own territory should be exclusive.
Burely the principles of Masonry
teach us to respect another’s rights
88 strongly as do principles of natural
law.

% ‘This general principle forbids nationa
#o practice any evil maneuvres tending to
coveate disturbance in another State, to
foment discord, to corrupt its citizens, to
alienate its allies, to raise enemies against
%, to tarnish its glory, and to deprive it of
its natural advantages.’

“Nations are held to be bound to
observe this law. Can masons do
less than nations?

““The history of the difficulty be-
twoen 8t. Croix and Union Lodges
shows that the practices of Union

go gio_‘create disturbance’ in an-
ather jurisdiction and do ‘foment
discord.” Are not these practices
then forbidden by the law just cited?

«T'he first general law that we discover
im the very object of the society of nations
ia that each individual nation is bound to

contribute everything in her power to the
happiness and perfection of all the others.’

“Does not Masonry also teach this
Is not this law applicable to Masons:
as individuals? Does it not apply
equally to lodges of masons, and to-
Grand Lodges? If it applies to the-
‘society of nations,’ does it not apply
to the society of Grand Lodges ?

“It will be remembered that these
laws prevail among nations, not by
treaty or compact, but as laws grow-
ing out of the very existence of a
plurality, or society of nations found-
ed upon the immutable principles of
right. The prinociples maintaired by
the Grand Lodge of Maine are thus
shown to he founded on right and
natural justice. '

“They have been often asserted.
In 1725, the Grand Master of Eng-
land constituted two lodges within
the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge
of York, and granted without its con-
sent, deputations for Liancashire, Dur-.
ham apd Northumberland. ‘This
circomstance,” says Preston, ‘the
Grand Lodge at York highly resent-
ed, and ever afterwards viewed the
proceedings of the brethren in the
sonth with a jealous eye. All friendl;
intercourse ceased,’ &c. The Yor
masons claimed that they had ex-
clusive jurisdiction over their own
territory. Both Grand Lodges up to
that time had acted in accordance
with such claim.

““Masonic writers almost univers.
ally hold that when a Grand Lodge
is formed for a given territory ‘all
other Grand Lodges are precluded
from exercising any Masonic authority
within the said territory.’ Lenning
defines a Grand Lodge to be ‘the
dogmatic and administrative author-
ity of several particular lodges of &
country or province, which is usnally
composed,’ &o.

“The fact.before alluded to, thab
the parent Grand Lodges in Europe
have for three-quarters of a century
refrained from exercising any juris-
diotion whatever upon American
territory in which a Grand Lodge
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oxisted, but haye estpblished lodges,
&o., in forritory in which no Grand
Loedges existed, is & practiosl recog-
nition of the dogtrine thiz -Grand
Todge is contending for.

«It i3 held nniversally in this
counfry that any Grand Lodge may
grant charters for lodges in auny
gpuntry or provinee in which no
Grand Lodge exists; but that when
thres or more lodges have thus besn
formed in g qonniry, they may (sven
# chartered by different Grand
HLiodges) sever their copnection with
their parent Grangd Liodge and form 5
Grand Liodge of their own; and that
sush Grand Lodge has then exalusive
jurisdiotion of Jodges in that country,
ven of auch as did not npitein form-
ing the Grand Liedge. Many of the
Grend Yiodges in the United States
were thus formed. The United Grand
Tiodge of England has recognized such
Grand Lodges, unless I gm ingor-
zeetly informed.

#In the agtion of the United Grand
Lodge of England in reference to the
Grand Lindge of Canada, the pringi-
¢les mpon which this Grand Liodge
founds her glaim are recognized. It
i3 presumed that your Lordship’s
Grand Liodge has yielded all claim to
any jurisdigtion in Canadn to the
Grand Lodge recently formed and
now exercising nndivided jurisdiotion
in that province.

“The Grand Liodge of Maine, there-
fere, ¢laims that by the laws growing
ouf of the very existence of & society
of Grand Lodges, founded on the
principles of justice and right, by the
pr-~ties of Grand Liadges, 2nd by the
euthority of Masonic writers, she has
exclusive jurisdiction for all purpoges
in her owa territory, and that, shers-
fore, her request 4o the United Grand
Lpdge of England to forbid the in-
vasion of her juriediotion by Union
YLiodge should be granted.

*Bat ghe may be told that on the | Al

continent of Europe, by the practigs
of Grand Yodges mot objected lo,
theze laws are nob recognized. I am
Bos awgre that this guestion hag for

meny years been raiged there, or thal
it was ever disoussed.

¢On this continent there are about
forty Grand Lodges. They all, with-
out 5 single exception, conour in
claiming for themselves exclusivq
tarritorial jurisdicfion, and in allow.
ing the same to all the rest. This
does no$ rest, as has been supposed
by some, on treaty or agreement; buf
it is declared to be & law growing onb
of the existence of & plurality of
Grand Lodges.

«Thig fact is & strong proof of the
correctness of the principle itself,
Iis asgertion by so many, proves its
trnth. The cslebrated Grotins says;

“\When several persons, at differenf
times and in varions places, majntain the
same thing as certain, such coincidence of
sentiment must be attributed to some
general cause Now, in the questions be«
fore us, that clause must necessarily be one
or the other of these two; either a just
consequence drawa from pafural principles
or & universal consent.’

«In the question before us, the
osse is not ‘a universal consent’; i§
must therefore be ‘a just consequened
drawn from natorel principles.’ —
Extract from Report Grand Lodge of
Maine. (Correspondencs between the
Grand Master of Maine and the Grand
Master of England in 1861.)

A REPREHENSIBLE PRACTICE.

T regret to learn that in somelodges
candidates are allowed to be crafted
and raised without that regard being
paid to the ‘suitable proficieroy™
¥i.ich the law reggires. No violation
of & lfasonis law can result in &
greater injury to our institution thap
to> advance ocandidates beforp they
have bscome familiar with the pre-
ceeding degree. If we would have
our symbols comprehended and pringi-
ples understood by Masons, Entered
Apprentices, Fellow OCrafts =and
aster Masons, they must he taughp
the science of Masonry. It is no ex-
cuse to plesd want of time, thopgh
sometimes if i said & poor excuse ig
better than none. Our law xequire>
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candidates to make & suitable pro-
_ficienoy in the preceding degree be-
fore beihg ‘advanced, and it is the
Master's duty to see that they make
jt. If Masonty is not worth studying
in the beginning, it is not-worth hav.
ing, and candidates should so under-
stand it. [ntellectual drones are as
useless in Masonry as physical or
constitutionsl dropes are in good
society. Show me & drll mason, and
{ will show you one Wt » ziever learn-
ed the lectures in his advancement
nor comprehended the principles of
our Order 1n the days of his manhood.
Liook to it, Worshipful Masters, that
your candidates inake the necessary
proficiency in their advancement be-
fore you oblige ypour officers to say
they have done so.—Gvand Master,
Maine. .

WHAT CONSTITUTES FREE-
* MASONRY.

The {racing of the origin of Free-
masonry to.the beginning of tha-world,
making its commencement coeval with
the oreation, is a myth-—a myth which
igs even at this day ignorantly inter-
preted by some as an historical fact,
and the reference to which is still pre-
gerved in the date of anne lucis, which
is affized to all Masonic documents—

is but & philosophical .myth, symbol- |

izing the idea which analogically con-
neots the oreation of physical lightin
the universe with the birth of Masonic
or spiritual and intellectual light in
the candidate.

The one is a fype .of the other.
‘When, therefore, Preston'says that,

“From the commencsment of the world
we may frace the foundatjon of Masonry,”
and when he goes on to assert that

“Ever since syrarnetry began, and har-
mony displayed her charms, our Order has
had a being.”

The only idea intended to.be con-
veyed is this:—That the principles of
Freemasonry, which are entirely in-
dependent of any special organization,
which it may have as a society, are
coeval with the existence of the world;
that when God said

* #Let there be light,”

the material light thus produced was
wn anti-type of that spiritual lighg
that must have burst npon the mind
of every candidate when his intellec-
tual world, theretofors, ““without form
and void,” becomes adorned and
peopled with the living thoughts and
divine prineciples which constitute
the grest system of Speculative Ma-
sonry, and when' the spirit of the in-
stitation, brooding over the wvask
deep of his mental ochaos, shell,
from intellectual darkness, bring forth
intellectual light. -

In the legends of the Master’s de-
gree and of the Royal Arch degies,
there is a commingling of the histor-
ical myth and mythical history,
which, in many instances, require
elaborate study and profound judg-
ment to disorirninate them. As, for
example, the legend of the Third
degree is in some of its details an-
doubtedly mythical—in others, jusk
as undoubtedly historical. The diffi-
culty, however, of separating the one
from the other, and of distingunishing
the faot from the fiction, has neces-
sarilyprodaced e difference of opinion
on the subject among Masonic writers.
Hutchinson, and after him, Oliver,
think the whole legend an allegory or
philosophical myth. The Corner
Stone agrees with Anderson and the
earlier writers, in supposing it s
mythical history.

In the Royal Arch degree, the le-
gend of the re-building of the templa
is olearly historical; but there are co

It is not to bo supposed that Pres- j many accompanying circumstances,

{on intended to teach that a Masonic
lEogge was held in the Garden of
pn.

which are ancertified, except by oral
treditior, as to give the entire narra-
tive the appearance of a mythical

Such 'a sapposition would justly | history. The particular legend of

subjeot us to the ridisule of every in-
tolligent person.

|
I

the three weary sojourners, is un-
doubtedly a» myth, and perhaps,
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merely a philosophical one, or the
enunoiation of an idea, uamely, the
reward of sucoessful perseverancs,
through all dangers, in the search
for divine truth, .

«T - form symbols and to interpret
symb..s,” says the learned Creuzer,
“were the main ocoupation of the
ancient priesthood.” Upon the stud-
ious Masons the same task of inter-
pretation devolves. He who desires
properly to appreciate the profound
wisdom of the institution of which he
is the disciple, must. not be conten
with uninquiring oredulity to accept
il the traditions that are imparted to
him as veritable histories; nor yet
with unphilosophic incredulity to :e-
ject them in a mass as fabulous 1n-
ventions. In thess extremes thereis
equal error. ¢The myth,” says Her-
mann, “is the representative of an
idea.” It is for that idea that the
student must search in the myths of
Masonry. Beneath every one of them
there is something richer and more |
spiritual than mere narrative. The

who desires to be a skilful Mason,
must not suppose that the task is

dccomplished by a perfect knowledge

of the mere phraseology of the ritual,
by a readiness in opening and closing .
a lodgé, nor by an off-hand eapacity

to oonfer degrees. Al these are good
in their places, but without the inter-

nal meaning, they are but mere child's

play. He must study the myths, the

traditions and the symbols of the
brotherhood, and learn their true in-
terpretation, for this alone constitutes
the science and philesophy, the end,
aim and design of Speculative Free-

masonry.—Corner Stune.

_SERIOUS THOUGHTS.

' THE OHIO OUTRAGE.

We can not look upon the aclion
of Mt. Vernon Commandery of Co-
lumbus, 0., in expelling seventeen
Templars for connection with g **Ma-
sonic” Rite, other than the York, or ,
A. & A. S. R., and declaring their

spiritnal essence he must learn to ex- | action to be “the scandal and disgrace
tract from the ore in which, like & | of the order” in eny other light than
precious metal, it lies imbedded. It | that of an outrage. Nor is that term,
is this that constitutes the true value  strong as it may appear, severs
of Freemasonry. Without its sym- | enough to express our opinion of the
bols and its myths or legends, and | action. The Grand Commandery of
the ideas and conceptions which Jie , Ohio changed its statnies 50 as to re-
at the bottom of them, the time, the , fuse recognition to any degree of
labor and the expense incurred in per- | Masonry (so eoalled) oatside the
petuating the insiitution, would be | Lodge, Chapter and Commandery
thrown awsy. Without them, it |except the Council and %eottish Rite
would be a “‘vain and empty show.” | Degrees, imposing penilties upon
Its grips and signs are worth nothing, i Templars who became or continued
except for social purposes, as mere A members of other ¢Masonic” organi-
means of recognition. So, too, wonld | zations.
be its works, were it not that they | In the first place, the * ammit of
are for the most symbolic, Ancient Craft Masonry” stops short
Tts social habits and its charities, , of the Commandery, or  ar xitualis a
are but incidental points in its con- | fraud. There 'g nothing in the Temp-
stitution - of themselves good, it is , laz Order that can properly be call-
true, bat capable of being attained in  ed Masonry, becauss it is Sectarian.
a simple way. Iis true value, as a  Ii is purely Christian and no Jew or
science, consists in its symbolisms; | Pagen can assume its vows. Temp-
in the great lessons of Divine Truth, , lars, or a larye majority of them, do
which it teaches, and in the admir. | not know any more abouni the Scot-
able manner in which it accorplishes Lish, Egyptian, or Memphis Rifes,
that teaching. Everyone, therefore, l than the profame knows about the
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Syribolic deprees; they oan notthérs-
fore, Witk sny degreo of intelligonda,
detormine what they are.

The York rite is one thing, the
Soottish and IMemphis rites are
geparate and distinot organizations.
So that a Templar, though he be &
Grand Master, can not be received
into a Soottish Rite body, unless he
tukos the degrees of that body. True,
to receive the degrees of any of these
rites, he must be & Master Mason,
He must be a Master Mason also and
vouched for, before he can become &
member of a “Masonic” mutual aid
affair. The one can olaim fo be
“Magonio” as truthfully as the other.
‘We have never heard it charged that
the Memphis Rite taught any doctrine
or enforced any law in conflict with
good morals or loyalty to the stath.
Nor do we believe such to be the fact.
A Mason is assured on his entrance
to a lodge that nothing in Masonry
conflicts with his social or religious
-opinions; he is only required to be-
lieve in God, and lead a moral life
and be a law-abiding oitizen.

The Scottish Rite displays for its
motto: ¢“Toleration, Union, Power,”
ete., and yet it is an indisputable
fact that some of its organizations
violate the first principles of tolers-
tion, and are as intolerant as Clem-
ment V. or Phillip ¢the Fair, whose
cheractors are held in abhorence by
their consistories. 'We are a Templar
and 82° A, & A. S. R. We never was
and never sxpect to be an Egyptian or
Memphis riter. We have all the
pledges upon our conscience that we
can faithfully keep and more too.
‘We have more “Masonry” than we
oan live up to, but are striving to be
governed by its admirable precepts.
Henoe it is we dencunce intolerance,
and as a patriof, we resist every en-
croachment upon oar liberties—of
act and oconscience, and masintain
now sand forever, thet expelling a
Knight Templar from his Command-
ery, and disgracing him fo that ex-
tent, for no other reason than be.
ocause he ohose to join any company

of moral snd liw sbiding citizéng;
under dﬂ'{,:‘espeb%abla coghotién &
grievous ong.

The Pope dondemifiy Masonsy Be:
cause of its liberal tclevace, and jeg
we are forsaking the old paths an
treat our brethren in the instancs
cited with the most unyielding
tyranny. .

How doas the Grand Gomman&ary
or its subordinates kpow tHese Mem-
phis brethren are “irrepular?” Be
canse 1. Bro. 88° says g0? How
does he know? But if they are,
what has it to do with a Command- -
ery? As much, and no more, thansg
“Masonic” Mutual Aid Association.

As Templars we are faught: *IH
brothér is ecalumniated, vindicats
his cnuse; if deceived tell him the
{ruth, for although in some instances
he may have erred, stillrecollect that
indiseretion in him should never de-
stroy humanity in you.” (Charge.)
If we want to build up the Memphis
rite, this course of oppression will do
it. A ship will sail against & head
wind and prosper, but it can’t stand
& oalm. Let the Memphis Rite alone,
live up to the precepts: of the Temp-
larg’ code, and the ‘irregulars” wilk
die of inanition., Fight them un.
fairly and they will fhrive.

Liet us rather weed our own gar-
dens, and if others see it and psftern
after us, so be it—God speed them.
There is room epough in this wide
world for Templars, Seottish, Mem-
phis, Egyptians, Shriners, Eastorn
Star, Palm and Shell, Odd Fellows,
and the rest. If they do well, we re-
joice, if they’ are immoral or law-
breakers, good men will avoid them.
—Masonic Home Journal.

ILiaruora. — Officers of Martnors
Lodge, No. 222, G. R, 0..:—W. Bro.
Thos. Warren, W. M.; W. Bro. John
L., Aunger, I.P.M.; Bros. John Hom:
ilton, S.W.; A.W. Carsoallan, J. W.;
Daniel G. Bowen, Chaplain; Walter
Craske, Sec.; David Heory, 8. D.;
Edwin J. Cowing, J.D.; Wm. J. Hem-
ilton, I.G.; Adam Louicks, Tyler.
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4 BOOMBRIN:

" A BOOMERANG.

If the reader has:any donbt ag to
the meaning of thig.word, let him
consult “Webster's Unabriged.” He
will find that it is rather a-dangsrous
sort of a weapon to handle, and:about
ag listile $6 sttike down & friend aa a
foe. It is not the sort of arms that
o.prudent genexnl would seleet to
squip his srmy, or that Jeptha used
with such terrible effect-in.his famouns
battle with the Ephraimites.

A fow over-gealous, active members
of the Supreme Council A. A. Scot-
tish Rite, for the Northern Masonio
Jurisdiction of the United States,in
their efforts to fight a rival Supreme
Council, have besn constructing this
sort of a weapon. They have gone
into Grand Dodies of what is known
s the York Rite, and sought recog-
nition from them as the only legiti-
mate governing Seottish Rite body in
what is known as the Northetn Ma-
gonio Jurisdiction. They have asked
legislation in Grand Lodges and
Grand Commsnderies, prohibiting
Mester Masons and Knights Templar
from joining any Scottish Rite body
not holding allegiance to their Su-
preme Council, under penalty -of ex-
pulsion from all the rights and
privileges of Masonry and Chivalric
Orders. They have succeeded in
gecuring such legislation in the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts and in the
Grand Commandery of Ohio, and
under the latter & number of worthy
Knights Templar have been expelled
by their Commandery. In Masse-
chusetts, hundreds of Master Masons
have defied the aotion of their Grand

Lodge, and leid themselves liable o | guilty

expulsion, but so far as we are in-
formed, no one has been punished for
Ais wilfal disobedience,

In asking such legislation in bodies
of the York Rite, defining what are
legitimate Scottish Rite bodies, these
aotive members of the Supreme
Council for the Northern Masonie
Jurisdiotion, necesserily concede to
these bodies the power o act in the

R . R
preriiises, and to-deslaxe by constit-
tional énactmont, what afe legttimata
Soottish Rite bodies. If vné body
has the right to decide and declare
another to be legitimate, it has ths
saime right to decide and declare it té
be- illegitimate. If the Grand Coin-
nandery of Ohio hac the right to
decide that the Supreme Couneil for
the Northern Masonis Jurisdiotion is
8 legitimate Masonie body, it has thé
same right to décide that it is an
illegitimate Masonic body, should &
majority of the members be of thet
opigion. The Grand Commandery
may possibly rédeive such light lieve-
after a8 will reverso its decision, and'
give these active members & dose.of
the medicine they are now so anxions
to administer to others.

An effort was made in the Grand
Lodge of OLio, at its Izst annumaf
meeting, by these same parties, {0
have the same action taken =8 was
done by the Grand Commandery, but
the Grand Lodge declined to act in
the matter. Now, supposing the
Grand Liedge had taken action, and:
decided that the Supreme Council for
the Northern Masonic Jurisdiotion ig
an illegitimate body, and all Scottish
Rite bodies, working underits author~
ity, are clandestine, and required' all
Master Masons fo gabsolve their
allegiance to them, under penalty of
expulsion from all the rights and
privileges of Masonry in oase of
refusal to do so, would these partics
admit the legality of such action ?
Would they obey the law of the
Grand Lodgo, as they have obligated
themselves to do? They must do so,
according to their own theory, or ba
ilty of unmasonioc conduct thab
would justify their expulsion. Hav:
ing gone into the Grand Liodge and
urged the right end necessity of
legislation, they must quietly submik
to the result whether favorable or un-
favorable to their Scoftish Rite body.
The boomerang would have struck in
the right place, had it hit the man
who meads it.

Since the above was written, we
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hove received & portion of the Allo-
éution of Il Bro. Albert Pilte, Grand
Coninander of the Supreme Uounocil
for the Southern Jurisdistion, at tke.
gession .of that Supreme Counoil in
Qotober last, and are glad to find his
head level on this subject. He ovi-
dently prefers to remain in pessce,
rather than go to war with & boome-
rang. The following extract defines
his position:— o

«] wish to sey distinctiy here, as I said
1o you jn a communication long ago, that I
should think it very unwise on our paxt to
endeavor to induce the Grand Lodges in
our jurisdiction to denounce the illegal or-
ganizations in New York, claiming .to be
our rite. I doubted both the propriety
and policy of such an attempt when it was
about being made in the beginning; and X
said to you soon after, that if we admitted
the Grand Lodge to decide our Supreme
Council legitimate, this would admit its
power to decide us illegitimate, if it should
arrive at that conclusion. 1 never could
see whatright the Grand Lodge of Master
Masons of England had, at the Union in
1813, to recognize as legitimate Masonry
“the Supreme Order of Holy Royal Arch,’
and graciously to tolerate the Masonic Or-
ders of Kunighthood. The power to recog-
nize and tolerate, implies the power to con-
demn and prohibit; and so the Grand
Y.odges of Lngland (whose action that of
MMassachusptts may quote as an authorita.
tive precedent), undoubtedly intended its
action to imply. .

“The action of the Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusetts does, in fact, treat as not Masonic
the Royal Order of Scotland which isolder
+han itself, and the Order of the Red Cross
of Constantine, which is accepted as legiti-
maete in England, and firmnly established in
the United States. I pointed out this
difficulby, of excepting 8o many Orders as
it would be necessary to except from the
‘ban, when I was consulted in regard to in-
voking the intervention of the Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts, and have thought much
about the matter in all its aspects since;
and I think it due to our own self-respect
that we should advise the brethren of our
obedience not to seek, anywhere in our
jurisdiction, to have action taken by tlhe
Grand Lodges, in regard to spurious
organizstions claiming to be of our rite.’—
2lasonic Advocate. | *

Prince ArserT Victor, of Wales,
has just been elected & joining mem-
ber of the Isaac Newton Lodge, No.
859, Cambridge.

NON-AF¥FILIATED MIASONS, -

Bro. E. H. Ouching, of Texas,
says of non-affiliation:—< Now, re-
garding, this, there are some’ thingy
that should be considered, and among.
them are,~— : S o

1, It is not an unmixzed evil. Be-
oansge, if Masons do no$ want to be-
long to a lodge, their compulsory at-

‘tachment will make them of no valne

save in their dues, and this is too
small & matter to make so much falk
about, and, in faot, is measarably
oatside of the real scope of the fra-
ternity., .
“2. It is-a natural right, an inslien.
able right of the individual, and con-
sequently it isno evil at all, ' Masonic
lodges-have no more right to enquire
into the reasons of non-sffiliation,
than they have into the secret ballot.
It is one of the ‘all rights reserved,”
which the person may.class as a duty
to God, to country, to family, or to
self; and so olassing it, the lodge ¢an-
not overrids it. " .
«8. It is a positivegood: becauseit
relieves the, lodge from an unwilling
membership, and from the obliga-
tions to. such unwilling persons
which lodge membership enjoins.
<4, All persons desiring to becomte
non-affiliants, should be encouraged
to do so: since to remain in brother-
hood where the heart is not, is either
hypocrisy or bondags, and Masonry
cannotb countenance either.” '
The Review believes that Bro.
Cushing is the first Masonic corres-
pondent who has claimed fhat non-
affiliation is not-an evil, and it must
admib this argument in favor of his
theory is good. The Voice thinks,
however, that Masonry ought to be do
conducted thaf none wounld want to
be non-affiliated; that its manage-
ment ought to be so good that none
would ever tire of its labors or its
pleasures, nor ask for & dimit save for
the purpose of joining a lodge more
convenient to be attended. -

gt
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Port Hope, May 15, 1885.

AN A AR AR A AT AAARAA A AN

MASQNIC DANCING.

Qur brother of The Keystone waxes
warm over “*Masonic Balls,” ete., and
endorses Bro, Vineil’s ridiculous at-
tack on the same. We have attended
many Masonic balls and conversazi-
ones, in which dancing formed a
pleasing part of the programme and
we hope to aftend many more. Let
young people enjoy themselves and
there is not oue atom of wrong in
wearing our regalia in the presence
of ‘‘wives, sisters and sweethearts.”
1t is far better than Templar Parades
for ‘‘cups,” ‘*‘prize money” and the
gaze of nursery governesses and de-
lectation of house maids. We Cana-
dian Masons like ‘the light fantastio
toe” and see no harm in it. But
here’s what the Keystone says: —

“P. G. M. Bro. John D. Vineil, of
Missouri, very justly commends Most
‘Worshipful Bro, Waldron, of Con-
necticut, for refusing & dispensation
to appear in full Masonic regalia at a
ball given under the auspices of &
Lodge, and says: ‘If people want to
dance, let them do so as dancers and
not as Masons. On Masonio ocos-
sions we appear in our Masonic
character. On ball ocoasions let
everybody appear there in the style
suited to the entertainment, ard not
in some foreign costume. What busi-
zness hes & Mason at a ball with an
apron on? Such mixture makes an
inharmonious condition. And we do
not believe in giving character and
consequence to a dance by parading
onr Maeonio regalia before a promis-
cuous orowd. If the people want to
draw, let them not enjoy the benefit
of freo advertising by the Masaonio
Yodge attracting thither these who

want to see the show. A gentleman
can appear at a ball with his swallow-
tail on, and a lady may wear her
‘Dolly Vazrden,’ if desired. 'We shell
not object. But please keep Masonic
regalia out of all such places. Lat
Mesonry remain distinotive,’ ”

SCOTTISH RITISM,

Albert Pike has declared that no
person can be healed who has taken
the Scottish Rite degrees in any other
manner or form than that recognized
by his Supreme Grand Council, He
lays down the law, ““Thou shalt not
be forgiven” 'The Great Light
teaches us to forgive, but these ego-
tistioal braggarts, who had no ritual
worthy of a name till 1856, cannob
forgive. Is this the law and the
prophets of the mother (?) Supreme
Grand Council of the world. Is this
the. tolerance preached by the chief-
tains of the Rite? Such laws and
ediots are a disgrace to manhood and
Freemasonry. We want none of
them. Albert Pike has many, very
meny, good qualities, but he sinks
his Freemasonry for Ritism, he cul-
tivates & branch instead of the parent
stem, he follows the shadow instead
of grasping the substance. No Rite,
whether Scottish, Memphis, Sweden-
borgian, or anything else, is to snper-
cede the grand and noble principles
taught in the Lodge, and the Mason
that forgets his Lodge for the Consis-
tory or Mystic Temple is & very im-
perfeot ashlar,

EDITQRIAL NOTES.

Tae District Deputies for the past:
year have been, as a rule, more at-
tentive to their duties than those of
former years.

Tae Peterboro’ Lodges proposs
visiting Toronto on St. John’s Day.
The Barrie brethren will go to Prouss
Island, Muskoka, and the Orillia and
Beaverton Hiramites intend to charter
the Orillia for an excursion with their
wives and sweethearts.
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Tae Red Cross Degree is finding
favor in some of our Preceptories. If
has about as much connection with
Knight Templary as & base ball club
in a lodge room while the brethren
are at work. If our Fratres would
ssget up”’ the work of the Templar
and Malta it would be better, and
simply communicate the answers to
the little conundrums that so tickled
‘the fancy of **ye” King.

A Prar v Masonry Gone.—Bro.
Frederick Conway, the only surviving
Freemason of Camden, Maine, of the
anti-Masonic era, who, during the
Morgan orusade, protected the Ma-
sonic property of his lodge from fall-
ing into profane hands, died on May
4th, 1885, at the age of 85 yesrs. In
1825, he was in the procession of the
-craft at the dedication of the Bunkey
Hill Monument.. His remains now
rest peacefully among the beautiful
Camden hills of Maine. Peace be to
his aches, and Masonic honor to his
‘memory. .

An Interesting Lirrie Vorume,—
By the reguest of a number of our
subscribers, we have issued in & neat
little pamphlet, the two recent arti-
cles in the Keystoné, on **Royal Free-
masons of Great Britain,” by Bro.
Wm. James Hughan; and ‘Robert
Burns, the first Masonic Poet-Laure-
ate,” by P. G. M. Bro. Rob. Morris,
Poet Laureate—which we will send,
postage prepaid, for twenty cents, to
any address. Botharticles are deep-
ly interesting, and valuable for ¥afer-
ence. It is rarely that one Poet-
Laureate pays a tribute to auotber,
and Bro. Morris's paper is a just Ma.
sonic tribute to Scotia’s famous bard.
— [Keystone. 'We would recommend
our readers to send for copies of this
little book, which is exceedingly in-
teresting. .

Bro. Epwarp P. Burnma, for so
long a time prominently identified
+vith Masonic interests in Maine, has
removed to Massachusetts, his resi-
dence now being at Boston Highlands.

Bre. Burnham has been greatly hon-
ored by his brethren of the Pine Trea
State, and he has rendered a large
amount of service to the oraft., Hav-
ing a zeal according to knowledge, he
has always been & prudent counse'lor,
an earnest and disoreet leader, and
an efficient helper in those move-
ments which have ¢ontributed to tue
advancement of the Masonic organi-
zation, and its establishment on a
strong basis. In his change of resi-
dence, he is followed by the best
wishes of & host of friends, who
appreciate his worth and works.

MonctoNn, N. B.—Officers of Keith
Lodge, No. 28, installed by W. Bro.
G. N. Pick:—W. Bro. G. N. Pick, 1.
P.M.; W. Bro. G. M. Jarvis, W. M.;
Bros. G. F. Atkinson, S.W.; W.D.J.
Ward, J. W.; H. B. Fleming, Treas.;
Geo.J. Ryan, Sec.; Rev. Jchn Prince,
Chap.; S. J. Huston, S.D.; F.Floyd,
J. D.; C.E. Spencer, S..8.; 0. W.
Burngeot, J.S.;. John B. Sangster, I.
g., X%m. Ritchie, Tyler; E.Richards,

.of C.

Tee Trase Nursance.—This is a
sample of the way the “Dead-Beat”
is “gone for” by the craft of Balti-
more:—

BavLTiioRE, June 12, 1885.

‘WARNING.

To all Bodies of Relief—Qreeting:

Look out for one War. A. Bascocs, claim-
ing to be a member of Rochester Lodge,
No. 660, of Rochester, N. Y., whose bugi-
ness is that of a solicitor of advertise-
ments; is about five feet, four inches high,
~orpulent, weight about 190 lbs., full shorb
gray whiskers, wears dark clothing and soft
black hat, which he draws over hiseyes on
the street, &c.; visited Landmark Lodge of
this city, May 27, 1885, and swindled the
Secretary out of ten dollars by getting &
bogus check cashed out of the Liodgefunds.

Fraternally,
Cfficial. D. F. PexNixaron,

B. Maxx, Sec'y. President.

N. B —Since the above was in type it is
learned that this “game” has been played
in other cities. If he shows up, give him
all the rope he wants, then Lang lum,
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Many of the American Commean-
deries now observe Ascension Day.
1t is more than many of cur churches
do. -

Tas “Shriners” had & big mesting
8t Indianapolis. Murat Temple, N.
M. 8., will welcome thirty weary
Sons of the Desert to the dome of
the Temple. A large delegation from
Syrian Temple, of that city, will be
in sttendance. Ali the nobles will
be equipped with the camels, fez and
olaws.

M.W. Bro. W. F. Bunrwvae, has re-
signed the position of Cheirmen of
the Library Committee of the Grand
Lodge of New Brunswick, which he
has held for a period of 20 years,
dnring which he has been most use-
ful and actiye in the discharge of his
duties, and will be greatly missed.
Bro. T. Nisbet Robertson, succeeds
him.

Trey do things well in New York.
The programme for the seventh an-
nual reception of Palestine Comman-
dery, No. 18, K. T., in the Metropoli-
tan Opera House, is one of the finest
we ever saw, and very costly. The
music was furnished by Gilmore's
Band with 100 pieces. Yverything
was carried out in magnificent style,
and the affair was & grand success in
every way. Great praise is due o
the committee, and particularly to Sir
Kt. James A. Rich, who has had a
great deal of experience in such
matters.

Tae Deputy Graad Master says he
“would like to see the initiation fees
raised all over.” We are not at
present prepared to advocate & much
higher tariff. The majority of lodges,
we think, charge twenty five dollars,
and it appears to us that is about as
much as country people can afford
in these hard times.

Frox the report of the Board of
Greneral Parposes of the Grand Liodge
of England, we olip the following:—

“The Bosxd bag to report that their ab-

tention having been called to & printed oir-
cular issued by a Lodge, inviting the mem-
bers to disclose their votes on & ballot
which had been taken for g candidate for
initiation, and which had resulted in five
black balls appearing aghinst him, the
Master, Wardens, and Seoretary were
summoned to attend and produce their
‘Warrant and books, and it §having been
proved that the circular was drawn up by
the Secretary, and issned by a resolution of
the Lodge at the recommendation of the-
Master and Secretary, thus wholly nullify.
ing the principle of the ballot, the Board
resolved that the said Lodge be suspended.
for & period of three months, and the Lodge
was and remains suspended accordingly.

“The Board farther resolved—Thet the
Master and Seorstary, being both experis
enced Pest Masters, be censured for insti-
gating snd recommending the Lodge to
issue such circular, and they were censured
accordingly.”

“Ax Address to the Masons of
Ohio” is an important pamphlet and
our brethren in that State had better
take it under due consideration. They
ars now gradually floating into the -
hands of Ritism, and their Grand
Commandery is now merely an off-
shoot of Cincinnati Consistory of
Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret.
It has bartered away its right to the
title of & Grand Commandery, since it
is only the instrument of & tyrannical
Scottish Rite cliqgue. It is not the
guardian of Templar Rites, but the
defender of Scottish Rites—their
quarrels and dissensions included.
Such Templary! Well may Carson
smile in his sleeve and sneer at the
Enight Templar body of Ohio.

Tee Grand Secretory of the Grand
Lodge, F. and A. M., of Michigan, is
busily engaged in distributing amongst
the various Grand and Subordinate
Lodges, copies of the reprint of the
proceedings from 1826 to 1860, asalso
an early history of the Subordinate

‘Tiodges in the territory prior to that

date. The work is a most valuable
one and forms the missing link in the
history of early Masonry in this jurig-
diction. It was for many yéars sup-
posed that the first Grand Lodge im
this State was organized in 1844, but
the finding of the records after meny
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years search, ditcosed the fact that
the Grand Lodge uf the Territory ef
Michigan was organized in 1826, with
‘QGeneral Lewis Cass, the ferritorial
governor, &8 its first Grand Master.
The Grand Lodge flowrished until
1829, when, on account of the Morgan
excitement, it ceased labors until
1842. In thislatter year an attempt
was made to revive the old Grand
Tiodge, but it was not successful
until 1844, —Wolzerine Cyclone.

Bro. Lrur. GreeLy 10 BE HONOR-
Ep.—It will be remembered that Bro.
Dr. Elisha Kent Kane was one of the
earlier Arctic explorers. As he wasa
Mason who lost his life in the cause
of exploration, a Lodge was founded
in his honor, being known at the pres-
ent day as Kane Uodge, No. 454 of
New York City. It seems, therefore,
eminently proper that Kane Lodge
should confer upon Bro. A. W. Greely,
commander of the late Lady Franklin
Bay Expedition, a certificate of
Honorary membership. Lieutenant
Greely having accepted the same, and
having also a- pted the invitation of
the Lodge to pass an evening with its
members, March 81st has been desig-
nated for that purpose, and a commit-
tee has been appointed to ecarry out
the purpose. We have no doubt,
under the able management of W.
Bro. Joseph J. Little, the W. M., the
affair will be one that will be credit-
able to Kane Lodge and its distin-
guished guest. The Masonic flag
which Kane hoisted in the Aretic
regions, is still preserved by the
Lodge.—Keystone.

One of the greatest evils sincere
Masons have o deplore, is the ad-
mission of unworthy Masons, who
enter the.solemn portals of our mys-
tic temple with but one objest—to use
Masonry for business purpoges. One
would think that the solemn declara-
tion reguired from all applicants for

" admission, that they dorme ‘uninflu-
"enced by mercenary or ofher un-
worthy ractives,” and ¢ prompted
only by a sincére wish to render

themselves more extensivcly service-
able to their fellow-creatures,” would
be sufficient to deter men from join-
ing only from business motives.
Such, however, is unfortunately not
the oase; for the man who has made
up his mind to gain edmission to Ma-
sonry for “pocket’s sake,” will not
stop at pledging himself to an extent
that at first sight appears impossible.
‘We think, kowever, that the system
adopted here of taking propositions
—Ilooselymade in many ceses by those
imperfectly acquainted with the
charaoter of the proposed—and only
extraoting the declaration, referred to
immediately preceding the ceremony
of initiation, and when the eandidate
has been ‘‘prepared,” and almost be-
yond the possibility of turning back, .
may have something to do with the
matter. In America, every applicant
for admission into Freemagonry has
to subscribe to the deélaration in
question before being proposed, and
he hes then plenty of time to see for
himself the nature of what is re-
quired of him, and has =y ezocuse
whatever for perjuring himself, or
pleading & want of knoivledge of what
18 expeoted of him. Printed forms
of decleration, fully signed and
attested, have to be handed in at the
time of proposition, and & candidate
may, b the time of being proposed,
be truly declared an “applicant.”
Following upon this, comes the re~
port of the Inquiry Committee, and,
according as it is favorable, or other-
wise, the applicant is received or re-
jeoted.
* We commend this praotice, as
being to some extent a check upon
the evils of admission of ‘trading
Masons,” for at least the individnal
cannot plead ignorance, and should
he be content to perjure himself and
pursud his application, knowing the
while that he is falsely sabacribing to
the declaration, the charge lies at his
own door, withont the least possible
excuse, and he must answer to his
own conseience, at some time or an-
other, for the willful déceit he has
practised.
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SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY OF
CANADA.

The Tenth Annusal Asgembly of the
Sovereign Great Priory of Knights
Templar, of Caneds, will be held in
the Masonic Hall, Hamilton, on
Tyesday, 7th July, at 10 a. m.

"The following are the notioes of
motion:—

By R. E. Sir Knight $J. H, Stone,—
That he will move the adoption of a Code
for Masonic Trials, as an addition to the
Statutes,

By E. Bir Enight } George Adams,—To
amend Section 77. To erase the words
afwo dollars” from the sixth line, and in-
sort “three dollaxs” after the word “instal-
lation;” on the third line to insert the
words “as & Knight Templar and Knight of
Malta;” and on the eighth line to insert the
words “a separate” after the word “for.”

The Allocution of the Grand
Master, M. E. Sir Knight Col. W. J.
B. MoLieod Moore, will no doubt be
an able one, as usual.

GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA,
R. A R

The Twenty-Eighth Apnuel Con-
vooation of the Grand Chapter, R. A.
M., of Canada, will be held in the
Magonic Hall, Hemilton, on Friday,
10th July, commencing at 10 &. m.

The following are the notices of
motion:—

By E. Comp. D. H. Watt, Toronto,—I
give notice that at thonext Annual Convo-
cation of Grand Chepter I will mave that
Clanse 65 of the Book of Constitution be
amended by striking out the words *“Unless

he be an Installed Master or Past Master
of a Regular Lodge, nor”.—

By R. E. Comp. Thomas Sargant, To-
ronto,—1 give notice that at the next
Annual Convocation of Grand Chapter, 1.
will move that clause 48 of the Book of
Constitution be amended by inserting on
the fourth line after the words (ex-officio
membexs), “and the Benevolent Com.
mittee,”

ANNUAL COMMUNICATION OF
THE GRAND LODGE OF
CANADA.

The Thirtieth Annual Communiez~-
tion of the Grand Lodge of Canads,
will be held in the Court House im
the City of Hamilton, on Wednesday,
8th July next, commencing at 11 a.m.

The following notices of motion
will come up for consideration:—

1. By R W. Bro. J. E. Harding.—That
Seotion 18 *of the Grand Lodge” in the'
Book of Constitation be amended by strik-
ing out the words ‘“except that of Pash
Grand Master or Past Depaty Grand
Master.”

Following is the clanse of the Con-
stitution referr:. to, and we see no:
reason why the amendment should,

not be adopted:—

13, Brethren of eminence and ability
who have rendered service to the craft, -
may, by & vote of the Grand Lodge, be cona
stituted members of the Grand Lodge, witle
such renk and distinction as may be thought
proper, exospt that of past grand master or
past deputy grand master.

2. By R. W. Bro. J. 8. Dewar,—That &
new Masonic District be formed from
portions of 8&. Clair, London, and Wilson
Districts, to be known and designated es
the “Erie District;” that it shall comprisa
the following lodges, namely:—Thistle, 34,
Ambherstburg; St. George, 41, Kingsville;
Leamington, 290, ”.eamington; Parvairn,
395, Comber; Cent al, 402, Essex Centre;
Highgate, 336, Highgate; Howard, 391,
Ridgetown; St. Thomas, 44, 8t. Thomas;
St. Mark’s, 94, Port Stanley; Warren, 120,
Fingal; Malahide, 140, Aylmer; Prince of
Wales, 171, Iona; Sparfan, 176, Spartan;
Cameron, 232, allacetown; Spring-
field, 259, Springfield; St. David’s,
302, St, Thomas; McColl, 386, West
Lorne; Oriental, 181, Port Burwell;
Vienng, 237, Vienna; and such other lodges
a3 may in future be instituted in the terri-
tory lying south of the Canada Southern
Railway Line, where the same traverses
the Counties of Essex, Kent and Elging
that the three Districts named be re-arrang-
ed accordingly; and that the new District he
nambered and designated 28 No, 14, ander
the Grand Liadge of Canada.

Nearly all the Districts require re-
adjnstment, but the difficulty hag
been that it is impossible to please
all the Lodges intqsested. ¥ the
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above meets with the approval of the
section it affects, there can be no ob-
jeotion tc carrying out the change
proposed.

3. By R. W. Bro. James Bain.—That
Seotion 48 “of District Deputy Grand
Master” in the Book of Constitution be
amended by inserting before the word ‘“re-
presentatives” in the third line, the words
ssPagt Masters and.”

'We are sorry we cannot agret with
R. W. Bro. Bain on this question.
‘We presume the clause referred to is
clause 1 of the Constitution of 1888,
under the heading *‘of Distriot Deputy

Grand Master,” as follows:—

1. The district deputy grand master for
each district, shall be nominated by the
majority of the representatives .of the
Todges of such district at the annaal com-
Inunication, and if confirmed by the grand
aaster, if present, he shall be regularly in.
stalled. He must be a past master, and a
resident in the distriot for wkich he is ap-
Ppointed.

This amendment "vould give Past
Masters the right to vote in the elec-
$ion of District Deputy Grand Masters,
instead of leaving that officer to be
selected by the representatives of the
Y.odges, who are better able to judge
of the fitness of the aspirants for so
important an office. For instance,
the Past Masters of Toronto, Hamil-
ton or Liondon, would be able to out-
wote the Liodges in the selection of &
D. D. G. M., which we do not think
desirable. A Past Master is not the
representative of the Lodge to which
he belongs, but a member of Grand
T.odge by virtue of his having passed
through the chair, and he has no
more interest in who fills the position
of D. D. G. M. than has the other
members of his Tiodge. Then again,
the Lodge can pass a resolution in-
structing ils representatives whom to
wote for for D. D. G. M., but it can-
mot control the Past Masters. Grand

-

Liodge will serve the best interests of;
the Craft by voting this amendment
down, as we feel sure it will.

4. ByR W.Bro.D.H. Martyn—That Scu-
tion 8 “of the Grand Lodge" in the Book.
of Constitution be strack out.

This is the old proxy trouble over
again. The amendment would de-
prive many smull country lodges,
which cannot afford to send its duly
qualified officers to the Grand Lodge
meetings, of & voice in the affaira
of the craft. Why this should be
done, while the Lodges are tazsd for-
general expenses, no doubt its advo-
cates will explain, but unless good
cause is shown for the change the
amendment should not be adopted.

5. By W. Bro. J. B, Roaf.-~That the Con-
stitution be amended by providing that all’
reports of committees of Grand Lodge be
printed and distributed to the members
before the same are discussed.

This will entail a great deal of ex-
pense without any corresponding:
benefit.

6. By V. W. Bro. Alex. Hess.—That the
ninth paragraph “of Fees” in the Book of”
Constitution be amended by striking out the
word ""two" and inserting therefor the word
“one.’

This would make the charge for a
Grand Liodge certificate one instead
of two dollars, and as the Lodges will
be benefitted it will likely be carried.
The question we would urge on the
consideration of Grand Liodge in this
regard, is, does the surplus of receipts
over the expenditures justify the re-
duction? The charge of $2 for each
certificate, which comes out of the
initiation fee, does not seem to us too
high. Our remarks on the above will’
also apply to the following:—

7. By V. W, Bro. Alex. Hess.—That the
tenth paragraph “of Feer,” in the Book of-
Constitution, be amended by striking out-
the words ‘‘one dollar” and inserting there-
for the words “fifty cents.”

8. By V. W. Bro. Alex. Hess,—That the.



ANNUAL OOMMUNICATION, G.L. OF CANADA.

18

fourteenth paragraph ‘of TFees,” in the
Book of Constitation, be amended by serik-
jng out the word “fifty” and inserting
therfor the word . ~ty.”

One of the most difficult questions
Grand Yodge will have to deal with
is the Quebec-England relations.
‘While no doubt the easiest way would
be to ignore the unpleasant state of the
rolations between the Grand Lodge
of Quebeo and the Grand Lodge of
England, or rather the action of the
former in ex-luding from its Liodges
the members belonging to the Lodges
in Montreal holding charters from the
lIatter; but the most meuly and
straightforward course would certain-
1y be to grapple with the situation. If
it is touched at all, we cannot see how
the Grand Xiodge of Canada can do
anything else than stand by her sister
@rand Lodge of Quebee. To ignore
the subject will look cowardly, and to
deal with it means the exolusion from
onr lodges of the members of sll
Canadian Lodges working under
English charters. We say emphati-
oally stand by Quebec.

Effective steps should also be taken
by Grand Liodge to prevent the mem-
bers of the bogus Grand Lodge of
Ontario from being received as
Masons by Lodges in the United
States.  The irregular Ontario
Masons are admitted as visitors by
the American Lodges under the im-
Pressicn that they hail from a regular
CGrand Lodge, and the question-has
only to be understood to secare their
exclusion, This question, we think,
Grand Lodge shounld deal with vigor-
ously.

It might also be desirable thst
Grand Lodge should deal with the so-
oalled Grand Lodge of Ontario ques-
{ion in suck = manner as to affect a

settlement acoeptable to all. It mast
be borne in mind that the great ma-
jority of the *Ontario” members are
perfectly innocent of any offence
against the Grand Lodge of Canada.
They are men who have entered these
Lodges under the impression they
were being made Masons in a legiti-
mate way, and we have no doubt &
great many of them to-day do not
know why they are ¢ irregular.”
A compromise must be made af
some time, and the sooner the
better. While we cannot say that we
have the *honor" of the ac(unintance
of many of these so-called *“Masons,’”
we have met a fow whom we have
found to be respectable, well-mean-
ing gentlemen, and who would do
honor to the regular oraft. These
men honestly admit, if they had
understood the position of affairs,
they would not have connected them-
selves with & Lodge holding a charter
under the so-called Grand Lodge of
Ontario, but they find themselves
members of such Lodges, and they
feel to desert them would be showing
the ¢‘white feather,” and leaving their
fellow dupes in the lurch. They feel
convinced a compromise will be ar-
rived at, some day, and content them-
gelves with their present circum-.
stances. The longer a settlement is
postponed, the more difficult it will
be to make terms acceptable to both
sides. We think the Grand Lodge
of Canada is sufficiently strong to en-
able it to be generous, and if unicn
can be secured and harmony restored
in the Province of Ontario, we would
gtrongly recommend the adoption of
a basis upon which the “Ontario™
Lodges can be taken over to our own
Grand Lodge.
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Goxeesponlistcs,

Wedo not hold lves responsible for the opini:
of our Correspondents.

Mo the Fditor of the CRAFTSMAN,

Dear S axo R. W. Bro.,—In
your last issue of Tre Crarrsman, I
notice & letter from R. W. Bro. Me-
Pherson in regard to establishing a
charitable fund in N. L. L., No. 98,
G. R.C.

I am somewhat susprised to see the
question asked, if this would be Ma-
sonic? as [ understand charity is one
of the principle teachings of Masonry,
no matter in what form or manner
dispensed.

In answer to the second question,
& charitable fund and committee on
the very principles indicated was es-
tablished by Ontario Liodge, No. 26,
at Port Hope, eleven years ago, and
works admirably.

Thirdly, the amount handed over
to the Charitable Committee to start
with was fifty dollars. The farther
grants are provided for by By-Law,
as follows:—*“The sum of fifty cents
for each resident paying member
shall be handed to the Charitable
Committee on or immediately after
the festivals of St. John the Evange-
list and St. John the Baptist.”

As to the working of this I will
give the mode of proceeding. On the
night of installation, the W. M. ap-
points » Charitable Committee of three
well-skilled and experieuced brethren,
who live or whose bus.aess is in close
proximity to each other, so that when
an application is made, the members
can be called easily together on the
shortest notice.

No more than one new member is
appointed in any one year, so as to
leave two remaining on the board
who have made themselves acquaint-
ed with the working, which requires
& good deal of experience, as the
transient applicants are, in many
chses, either shrewd, cunning, or
bold, ete., etc. The daties of the

Charitable Committes are elso fixe®

‘by By-Law, viz:—

“The Charitable Committee shell
make due and diligent enquiry into
all cases referred to them, or may
come under their notice, and shall
make such provision and expend such
sums 88 they deem necessary and ex-
pedient, and report at the first regulay
meeting in December.”

All applications for yelief or assist-
ance, whether local or t :ansient, mus$
be made to the Charitabie Committoe;
by them a book is kept in which every
tramp (as the most of the fransient
prove to be) has to sign his name inr
full, age, yesidence, occupation, lodga
and number, where held, and causs
of distress, and the chairman will
then add worthy or nof, and the
amount given or paid on account of
railroad fares or otherwise; also &
margin is left for remarks. If the
applicant heils from any part in
Canada, or from a not too far distané
point in the neighboring Repablic, he
is requested fo csll again in a few
hours, as we intend to telegraph to
his ledge. This in most cases is ob-
jeoted to, on the ground, either thaf
they do not wish to let their friends
know their present circumstances, or
they would like to reach a certain
point at a certain time, and would nob
have time o wait for a reply. They
frequently say they would rather do
without assistance, if we would nof
take their word, or upon examination
or production of certain documents.
In such cases fraud is certain and the
applicant often goes without receiving
anything. Many @ dollar has thus
been saved by this simple procedura,
but we find that many of the transi-
ents heil from the old country; and in
uch cases, where the wires cannol
be made umsa of, the applicant has
to pass & very strict and searching
esamination. Then we find thet
there are two classes,—one who are
very well posted, as they have per-
haps once been a good attendsnt of
their lodge and now keep themselves
well up by everyday praotice in ob-
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taining their livelihood in this
manner. The other is the rusty one,
on account of not having been able to
attend lodge for some time, or
through living too far away from a
lodge, so they had no opportunity of
posting themselves. Neither should
be encouraged, as in nine cases
out of ten they are “tramps” and a
disgrace to the order.

If the applicant is considered
worthy, we usually pay his hotel bill,
buy him & railroad ticket to the place
he wishes.to go, and & small sum of
money is handed fo him so that he
shall not be penniless on the way.
We always deal generously with s
worthy brother in distress, but they
are rare. In two instances, the ap-
plicants had the impudence to wait
for a reply, although they were im-
postors and knowing we had tele-
graphed. On being threatened with
arrest they made excuses, alleging
some mistake in identity, but left
town bafore a reply to a second mes-
gage arrivad.

The foregoing will show that only
well-skilled and energetic men of
considerable experience should be on
that committee—men who are not
essily led away by a plausible story,
which in most cases ie a lie from
beginning to end.

If a brother belonging to the lodge
requires relief or assistance, the
initials of his name are only entered
in the book, and on making the annual
report to the lodge, as above
mentioned, his name does not appear,
but the amount paid him is entered
under the headings for local relief, so
that only the three members and the
W. M. know who the distressed
brother is. Of course the Liodge has
the right to ask for the information,
but has never done so yet. The books
are audited once s year, together with
the other books of the Lodge, and re-
ported thereon on the night of install-
ation.

Out of thirty-eight applications of
transients, thirteen were considered
anworthy and received no assistance.

Two Lodges have returned to us the
amount peid, and three applicants:
have refunded the money advanced
them. These are very rare cases. A
great many promise as soon a8 they
arrive at home or procure- employ-
ment, to communicate with us and
return ths amount advanced, (for we
always give as a loan only).

In the lsst eight years we have
paid for relief the sum of $488.63,
exclusive of the Grand Lodge grants.

If every Liodge in Canada, where
there is more than one Liodge in a
placs, would conjointly est-blish sack
Charitable Committees the tramp
system would soon be & thing of the
past, and & considerable amount of
money would be saved to the brethren,
especially to those who live on fronk
streets or are easy of access. If a tran-
sient has to call on everyone for relief
he receives more than in other places
where he has to deal with & Chari-
table Committee. In most oases an
individual Bro. would not trouble to:
examine the candidate, and he is ouk
of pocket at least 25 cents, or if he is
good natured or soft hearted, from 50
cents to $1. If a subscription is made
for local relief the good natured, soff
hearted one is first called upon and
another dollar is gone, and the Bro.
who lives too far out of the wayis
never asked to give hig share, but by
having such a Charitable Fand every
Bro. pays an egual share. If sll
Liodges would establish this systemx
the transient nuisence counld easily
be suppressed. Another way the
nuisance could be abated would be by
having printed forms on which shonld
be stated the name of the applicant,
age, occupation, Liodge he belongs to,
where he comes from, whers he in-
tends to go to, the amount given, alco
the cause df his distress stated, and
sent by next mail, not only to the
place he stated he was going to, buk
also to intermediate places, so theb
when he calls at the mext plase tha
Charitable Committee would be ap-
prised and could act accordingly, by
comparing mnotes, &s in meny 0asc3
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the tramps are shrewd enough to de-
ceive the first one, but would soon be
found out by telling & different story.

Any other information required will
be cheerfally given by

Yours fraternally,
Cras. DorpLeR,
P.G.S.0.D.

THE CERNEAU BODY OF THE
A. & A.S. RITE, 33,

To the sditor of the CANADIAN CRAFTSMAN.

Dear Sir and Bro..—The continued
hostile and bitter feeling still existing
in the United States, between the
rival Supreme Grand Councils, A. &
A. S. Rite, of 83°, and the numerous
prejudiced and false statements pro-
mulgated as to the legality of the re-
vived ‘‘Cerneau” Body of the Rite,
now firmly established in Canada, in-
duces me to offer you the following re-
amarks and “‘synopsis” of the *“reply”
of the Secretary-General, Dr. Robert
Folger, published in pamphlet form,
{as a defence) a short time back,
svhich may help to give some insight
3nto, and explanation of, the merits of
this unseemly dispute, at present occu-
Pying the attention of the Masonic
Body in Canada:—

Howerver justified the old members
of the Cernean Body may consider
themselves in reviving the former
legitimate Supreme Council in the
United States, it is a pity that the
disputes of our neighbors,—a purely
Iocal affair,—should have been allow-
ed to disturb the harmony hitherto
existing in Capada, by the introduc-
tion of ar.other body of the A. & A. S.
Rite, precisely similar 14 every re-
spect to the one already established,
(no matter upon what grounds), and
which it is now apparent might
have been avoided, had a less exclu-
sive and dictatorial policy been
observed. The mistake made, was,
in the Supreme Council of Canada

supposing they had the power and;
right to dictate to, and control the-
members of the Masonic Body in the
Dominion, as to what degrees and
rites individual members of the fra-
ternity might choose to join. If is.
very clear that no such power or
authority can exist in any governing
body of the rite, norinterference with
other branches of Masonry uncon-
nected with it. The attempt to en-
force such pretensions, has led to the
spread of rivalrites, and introduction
of the unhappy animosity, jealousy
and discord, as to the merits, legality
and antiquity of these bodies, so de-
plorable amongst our neighbors.

The only supreme governing head:
of F. and A. Masonry proper, is the
Craft Grand Lodge; but it does
not interfere with any degrees based
on Masonry cutside of the craft de-
grees, or even acknowledge them, ex-
cepting by courtesy. -

In Canada, the wisest pian now to
adopt, would be to establish o bond of
union between the different bodies of
the rite, or, if that cannot be agreed
upon, strietly to abstain from all inter-
ference with each other, and respect
the conflicting differences of opinion,
thus avoiding the ridiculous anomaly
of two bodies, composed of the same
members inother Masonicdegrees, and.
professing similar principles, being in
open hostility;—a parody on the-
Brotherhood of Masonry. But men
will never say, (from iheir hearts,)
“Qur brother on earth,” until they
have learmed to say, *Owr Father
which art in Heaven.”

The reply, of which the following-
is a synopsis, should be carefully read
by all members of the A. & A.S. Rite,.
33°—on the ground of fair play,—
“one story being good until another

is told :"—

Synopsis of Dr. Folger's Reply to denun-
ciations of the Nurthern Jurisdic-
tion, U. S. 4..—

It is very clearly shown, that,
when in 1868, two Supreme Councils
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of the Rite existed in New York and
Boston, viz..—The ¢ Hays’-Cernean”
and the “Raymond,” a consolidation
took place between them, (but no
treaty of Union entered into), by
which the “Hays-Cerneau,” or Su-
preme Council for the U. 8. of Ameri-
©a, did not lose its identity, but the
«Raymond” unquestionably did, that
body baving applied for admission to
the Hays’ Supreme Council, and was
Teceived, signing the oath of fealty,
and surrendering all their property to
it. Bro. HEdmond Hays was
then Sovereign Grand Commander,
and the name, *Supreme Council,”
U. S. of America, continued until
1865. It never was called, “of the
Northern Jurisdiction,” but the
«Raymond” body had been. Iil. Bro.
Hays resigned this year, and was sue-
ceeded by Ill. Bro. Simon B. Robin-
son, who was one of the former Ray-
mond body. .

It plainly appears in the reply,
that in December, 1866, he (Robin-
son) by his own arbitrary act, dissolv-
ed the consolidated “Hays-Raymond”
Suopreme Council, and absolved all the
members from their oath of fealty,
turning his back upon the «“Cerneaun”
members, and taking upon himself to
form an entirely new Supremc Coun-
cil, by reviving the old *Raymond”
body, declaring himself the successor
of the late Ed. H. Raymond, Grand
Commander before the connection
with the “Hays-Cerneau.” In this
move, the old Cerneau members as a
body were not consulted, and took no
part.

This new * Raymond” body, in
1867, entered into & treaty with the
“Gourgas’-Van Ranselar” Council,
then in existence, and these two alone
formed the *“Union,” calling itself ihe
«Supreme Council for the Northern
Jurisdietion, U. S.A.,” which they
assert was a Unior of all, embrae-
ing the members of the Cerneau
Council. The old members deny this
in the most unquslified manner, de-
alaring that a ‘“fraud” and deep-laid
scheme of deception had been prac-

tised to blot them out of existence
and establishe the present Supreme
Council Northern Jurisdiction, there-
fore they felt justified in regularly re-
suscitating, in September, 1881, the
old Cerneau SBupreme Council, as in
operation before the consolidation of
1868, and this was carried into effect
by thirteen (18) S. G. Inspectors-
General 838° all of them members
of the original Supreme Couneil, in
good standing up to and at that time.

The expulsion lately by the North-
ern Jurisdiction of some of the pro-
moters of this movement (of which
Dr. Folger was one), who haé *-aed
the oath of fealty under & n..staken
impression that the mnewly-formed
body of the Northern Jurisdiction
was & ‘“Union of all” the Supreme
Councils, cannot be, or is it legal or
justifiable, No Supreme body has
jurisdiction in cases where members
personally withdraw from the body
for sufficient reasons. In this case,
on discovering that they had been in-
duced to join it under fraudulent mis-
representations, and one year had
elapsed prior to their expulsion, viz.:
21st September, 1882.

These seem to be the facts why the
“Cernean” Body was revived, and
does not appear to have been disputed,
although the advisability and useful-
ness of the movement is ghestionable.
“Cui bono,” does Masonry prosper,
or is it enhanced in the eyes of the
outside world, by the recriminations
and quarrelling of interested parties
for fees and supremacy? I remain,
Dear Sir and Bro., Fraternally yours,

A LooEER-ON,
A.&A.S.R.,88°.%

GRAND CHAPTER OF QUERBEC,
AND GRAND MAREK LODGE
OF ENGLAND.

To the Editor of THE CANADIAN CRAFTSAAN.

Dear Sir and Bro.,—The Grand
Chapters of Arkansas, Canada, Colo-
rado, Connectiout, Indiana, Iowa,
Eentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massa-
chusetts, Nebraska, Nevada, New
Hampshire, Nova Scotis, New York,
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Ghio, Oregon, South Carolins, and
‘Wisconsin, have endorsed the posi-
tion taken by the Grand Chapter of
Quebeo, in her contest with the Grand
Lodge of Mark Master Masons of
Hngland; the Grand Chapters of the
Distriot of Columbis, Illinois, Texas,
and Vermont, have suspended inter-
course with the Grand Liodge of Mark
Master Masons of Eingland, and the
Grand Chapter of Mississippi with all
Mark Master Masous in the jurisdic-
tion of the Grand Chapter of Quebeo
that do not render allegiance to
that Grand Chapter; the Grand
Chapters of Californis, Florida, Kan-
sag, Minnesote, North Carolins,
Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Wesi
Virginia, have taken no action; the
Grand Chapters of Delaware, Ala-
bams, Georgia, Liouisizna, Michigan
Missouri, and Virginia, have deferreti
sotion until theiv Convocation of
1885; and the Grand Chapters of
Pennsylvanis, and New Jersey are'yeb
to hear from. Thus twenty-four Grand
Ohapters sustain Quebec; 3ight have
taken no action; seven deferred action
until 1886; and two to hear from.

In those Grand Chapters that sus-
tain Quebeo, I find that there are
1485 subordinate chapters, with a
membership of 94,586. Comp.
Drummond’s statistical tables show
that the total membership of the
forty-two chapters of America, May,
1884, was 187,617.

Hero are twenty-five Grand Chap-
ters that say, and put themselves on
record, that the Grand Mark Lodge of
Englend, violates every principle of
justice, right and honor, in order to
assist & few, who defy the laws of the
Grand Chapter of Quebec.

Let the good work go on. Show
not only to the Grand Mark Lodge of
England, but to every other Grand
Body, that we on this side of the
“fish pond” will not submit to in-
fringement of territorial jurisdiction
from any Grand Body.

Let the Grand Bodies of England |

jurisdiotion, but “hands off”” from
territory not their own.

Consistency is not their motto,
elgse why such & roaring of the Lion,
when Gibraltar was threatened by o
small lodge coming from the Grand:
Lodge of Manitoba ?

If my friend, J. H. Livingston,
could not digest my open letter to
him, perhaps he can the facts.stated.
above.  Fraternally yours,

Frang W. BaxTer.

Highgate, Vt.

MASONIC ITEMS.

Exerer.—A grand musieal concert
was given in Drew's Hall here, on
Tuesday evening, 24th ult., under the
auspices of the Royal Aroch Masons.
The evening was fine, and & good
sudience was present. The pro-
gramme throughout was well chosen,
and remarkably well rendered, the
singing being of the higher class,
The talent was all brought from Lon-
don, except the orchestra, which was
composed of Exeter friends. Several
selections was rendered by the orches-
tra, all of which were encored. Pro-
ceeds amounted to about $75. The
committee spared no pains to com-
plete every arrangement, snd they
deserve great credit for having so,
successfally performed their duties.
From the reputation of the ladieg
and gentlemen, whose names appear-
ed on the programme, all of course af-
teudsd expecting to hear first-class
performances, and we are quite sure
none were disappointed. Rev. Comp.
E. J. Robinson, P.S., acted as chair-
man, and the brethren appeared inr
full regalia.

Brethren of the ‘‘mystic tie” hava
not infrequently had to face objec-
tions raised against the Order, becauss,
of their supposed leanings towards an
excess of conviviality. If thera ever
was any substantisl grounds for this
complaint, it certainly is fast disap-
pearing, and it is & source of con-

onforce their own iaws in their own , gratulation, as adding to the influence
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-of Freemesonry all over the land,
-that so mauy lodges are now being
opened on strietly temperance princi-
ples. One of these, Liodge St. George,
was started in the Three Towns about

‘twelve:months ago, and has proved a

success beyond anticipation. Recog-

‘nizing-the value of the prineiple, and

anxious to help forward the object in

-view, alike in the interests of Free-

masgonry and of temperance, moder-

‘ate drinkers, as well as total abstain-

org, have given the movement their
cordial support, and have done their
best to make the experiment the suc-
cess it has so far proved to be. Bro.
G. B. Barrett, who was the first
elected Master of the lodge, and the
Mayor of Devonport, who 8o worthily
sucoeeds him, are tc be congratulated,
not only on being associated with so
commendable a feature in Fresmason-
Ty, but on the result of their efforts
to make Magonic total abstinence
popular. Bros. Barrett and Brick-
wood Hutchinags, and those who were
associated with them in starting this
lodge, have shown how easy it is to
live down prejudice by example, and
the example i8 one worthy of being
largely imitated by the Masonic body
throughout the country.— Western
Morning News.,

How little interest is taken by the
average Mason in the history of
Masonry, and, we might add, in Ma-
sonic books generally, is shown by
the suspension of the work of pre-
paring and publishing & history of
Freemasonry in Maryland, because of
8 lack of patronage on the part of
the fraternity in that State. As pre-
pared by Bro. Edward T. Shultz,
this history was proving a most vala-
able and inferesting one, even to
Masons generally outside of Maryland;
end we truet the brother may yet re-
ceive such remuneration as will jus-
tify him in completing it. Masons
would receive & much greator benefit
from theirinvestment of two or three

in such works as would enable them
to know something about them
more than the mere ceremony of
initiation. If many would transfer
the amount they have invested in
Masonic jewelry into Masonic books,
it would start quite & respectable
Masonic library, and might add
greatly to their utility as Masons.
P
On the first of July the corner
stone of the new Anglican church,
Lindsay, will be laid by M. W.
Bro. Hugh Maurray, of Hamil-
ton, Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Canada. Lodges from
Peterboro’, Port Hope, Omemee, Boh-
caygeon and other places are expect-
ed to be represented. The ladies of
St. Paul’s church intend providing a
sumptuous dinner in the curling rink
for the visitors and the public at &
moderate rate. In the evening there
will be a grand concert in the opera
house in which the best local talent
of the town will participate. Proceeds
will go to the funds of the new build-
ing.

—_——

Golden Rule Lodge has been for-
wally opened at Gravemhurst. Rt.
‘Wor. Bro, Ramsay, W. M. of Thorne,
No. 281, Orillia, and Wor. Bro.
Cockburn, M. P., W. M. of Murray
Todge were present, besides visiting
brethren from Spry, Beeton, Orillia,
Simeoe, and Muskoke Liodges. The
‘Worshipful Master, Wor. Bro. A. W.
Irving, assisted by Bro. W. Meinardus,
S. W., and Bro. Cornell, J. W., hay-
ing duly opened the Lodge, the W,
M. appointed the following officers,
viz.: Bros. Torry, Treas.; Hendereon,
Sec.; MoNeil, S. D. Five petitions
for initiation were received. After
the bnsiness was concluded Bro.
Meinardus invited all the brethren to
his house, where & really sumptuous
banquet awaited them. To say that
the Hiramites did justice to the viands
of mine host and hostess, Mrs. Mein-
ardus, hardly expresses it.” The toast

hundred dollars in degrees, if thsy, of Golden Rule Liodge being duly pro-
vrould invest & tithe of thet amount | posed, Bros. Meinardus and Cornell
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ably responded, and after a most de-

lightful evening the gathering broke

up, highly pleased with the ingugura-
tion of Golden Rule.

A new Lodge to be called Prince
Edward has been organized at Stan-
ley, P. E. 1., from the members of

Mount Zion Lodge, No. 12, G. R.'

P.E.I. The new Lodge starts with
bright prospects, and we wish it the
greatest prosperity.

The Masonic bodies of Toronto will
attend divine service at Elm street
Methodist church on Sunday, June,
21, at 8:80, being the Sunday pre-
ceding the festival of St. John the
Baptist. The sermon will be preach-
€d by Rev. S. J. Hunter.

Some time since Avalon Lodge,
776, F. & A. M., R. E,, St. John’s,
Newfoundland, was presented with a
very handsome Tyler's sword by
Bro. Charles Ellis, and at a meeting
-of the above Liodge, held 4 little later,
a resolution was carried unanimously,
to the following effect, & copy of
which was sent to Bro. Ellis:—

Resolved,—That the best thanks of
Avelon Liodge are due and are here-
by tendered to our worthy brother,
Charles Ellis in recognition of his
valued gift to his mother Lodge. May
he be guarded and guided by tha
sword and lights of Masonry to the
Grand Lodge above, where the Grand
Architect of the universe reigns
supreme, N.W. Whitney, D. G. M.,
R. E.; J. L. Duchmein, Master of
Avsalon; Samuel Colton, Secretary.

Prinee Edward Chapter, R. A. M.,
has recently been instituted at Sum-
merside, P. E. 1., under the Registry
of the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia,
with splendid prospects of a prosper-
ous career, the members being entha-
siastic Masons, and good workers.

How South Australia is to be re-
cognized by the Grand Liodge of Eng-
land is thus disclosed in the lacal
paper at Silverton, where a Lodge

under the B, C.is in process of in-
cubation. It seems that s communi-
cation has been received from the
Grand Secretary. of England to the
effect ““that upon the receipt of satis-
faotory evidence as to the number of
members who have joined the Grand
Lodge of 8. A., and the assurance that
any Lodge at present working under the
English Constitution, should it wish to
do so, may be recognized as a regular
Lodye, the M. W. the Grand Master
will be prepared to lay the petition
for recognition before the Grand
Lodge of England, with a recommenr-
dation that it be favorably consider-
ed.” If the South Australian Grand
Lodge is prepared to accept recogni-
tion on the terms as italiciséd, them
their way is not the right way, or our
way to Masonis independence.— Vic-
torie. Freemason.

Bro. Liord Wm. Alexander, Earl
of Stirling and Viscount Canada, who
gettled with a colony in Nova Scotia,
in 1628, as their Governor, Bro. D.
Murray Lyon, in his “Freemasonry
in Scotland” says: ‘‘was admitted in-
to the Lodge of Edinburgh, in the
capacity of Fellow of Craft, in com-
pany with his brother Sir Anthony.
and Sir Alexander Strachan, July 8,
1684.” He is, thus, one of the earli-
est koown Freemasons. He wes &
famous Scotch poet, courtier and
speculator. He published a poem of
over 10,000 lines, purchased from
King Charles I, in 1628, a charter of
the lordship of Canada, and also ob-
tained from the Council of New Eng-
land a grant of territory inecluding
Long Island. He had also five
baronies in Scotland. King James L.
called him his ‘“philosophical poet.”

A few evenings since the Rev. Bro.
Canon Innes, of Liondon, Past Grand
Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of
Cenada, A. F. & A, M., gave 2 lecture
on “The History of Masonry and Ifs
Relations to Religion,” in the Ma-
sonie Hall, Ailsa Craig. There were
present & number of visiting friends



MASONIC ITEMS.

191

and invited guests. The lecture was
sbly given and well received by all
present. The brethren are sorry that
they did not know sooner that the
lecture could be given publicly, or
many more invitations would have
been issued.

Ontario Liodge, No. 26, G. R. C,,
Port Hope, has arranged an excur-
gion to Toronto on the Festival of St.
John the Baptist, from Belleville and
points west, which promises to be a
greatb success.

Owing to unfortunate circumstan-
ces, incident to the North-West
trouble, and other matters arising out
of them, the Drill corps of Richard
Coeur de Lion Preceptory has not
been favored with as large turnouts
as should have been the case. In
due time, however, the members of
the Corps will demonstrate that an
interest is taken in its working which
will redound creditably fo all con-
cerned.

The Ailea Craig Brethren have re-
moved from their old lodge room, in
the Atkinson building to the upper
story of Mr. J. H. McKay's building,
where rent is cheaper and ingress and
egress more convenient.

A District Liodge of Instruction was
held at the Masonic Hall, in Hamil-
ton, on the 29th ult., by R. W. Bro.
Gavin Stewart, D. D. G. M., who
was assisted in the exemplification of
the symbolic degrees by a number of
Masters and Past Masters of the city
Liodges. The proceedings were of &
very interesting character, and were
duly appreciated by the large num-
ber of Brethren in attendance
amongst whom were M. W. Bro. H.
Murray, G. M.; M. W. Bro. J. Sey-
mour, P. G. M.; R. W. Bros. Otto
XKotz, of Berlin, and H. Macpherson,
of Owen Sound; V. W. Bros. H.
Bickford, of Dundas; W. Forbes and
BE. E. Loosley, of Grimsby. At the
conclusion of the labors of the day
the inner man was regaled in a be-
coming manner in the commodious
banqueting hall ¢f the Order.

THIN REASONING.

The following article appeared in
the London Freemason sometime ago,
but escaped our notice. The version
given of the St. George case is totally
untrue, apd we quote the article
merely to show by what thin reason-
ing the Montreal Lodges are upheld
in their improper conduct:—

‘We find in the New York Dispatck,
8 quotation from & Canadian paper,
which is addressed directly to our-
selves, We are asked if the Free-
mason. oan justify the action of St.
George's Lodge, Montreal, in electing
as g member & person rejected by a
lodge in Toronto? Our reply is very
simple, and need be only very short.
We are informed, that the applicant
was s gentleman attached to -one of
the railways in Canada; that at the
time he was proposed in the lodge ab
Montreal, he was stationed at Mon-
treal, just as he had bean at Toronto;
that the lodge knew nothing of his
having been rejected in Toronto, and
that, as he was a person in reputable
circumstances, and was thoroughly
and personally recommended, he was
duly proposed, balloted for, and
initiated. We cannot see in whab
the lodge of St. George did wrong.
Admitting that at one time he resided
temporarily at Toronto, it is equally
true that he also resided at Montreal,
and wby the lodge of St. George was
to refuse to receive him, we know
not. And, in addition, we must also
bear in mind, that at the time of the
separation, the three lodges in Mon-
treal could uccep candidates from
any part of Canada, though, of course,
it would be better they should be
living near Monfreal for convenience
sake. DBut there is no law in Free-
masonry which limits the residence
of respectable candidates for Free-
measonry to a particular plase. In
Amerioz, owing to the fact of State
and Sovereign Grand ILiodges, like
the States themselves, the question
of resideuce is jealously regarded; bat
even in America, cases will crop up,




102

THE OANADIAN ORAFTSMAN.

which show that there is no rale
without an exception. The American
gystem, being powerful and effective
for Americs, naturally, almost affects
its Canadian neighbors, and there-
fore, we cannot be surprised. if Ameri-
can customsand Amerioan precedents
are often quoted triumphantly, as if
decisive of Canadien arrangements.
But the English lodges in Montreal,
—yerfectly legal bodies, Masonically,
and by the express Acts of the Legis-
latare,—more legal in every sense
thap their assailant, the Quebes Grand
Lodge—do not profess to be governed
by American, bat by English Masonio
law. In England, the law of resi-
dence of & candidate is very wide and
liberal. A ¥reemason living in Lon-
don, but being st Keswick, say for a
longer or shorter time, might be pro-
posed and balloted for, and a.coepé'ed
in a Keswick lodge, perfectly naturally
and properly. In all provinces there
is some little objection expexienced, to
perscne from one town being balloted
for in another, and cases have occur-
red where a person balloted for and
rejected in one town in a province,
has been proposed and accepted in
another. We must bear in mind
that rejection on the ballot is not an
absolute proof of uunfitness for Free-
masonry. It is so admittedly in a
quesi sense ‘‘prima facie,” bat is not
80, we repeat, ebsolutely. We have
to “go behind” the ballot, so to say,
often, if we can, to see how or why
the rejection took place; and, as it
sometimes happens, that candidates
are rejected for no valid reason, it is
not an ectual bar to a fresh ballot in
another lodge, that a eandidate has
been black-balled in another. It is
an element, if it comes before us,
which has to be taken into considera-
tion, that is all. It by no means
constitutes an absolate bar or
objection to admittance into a lodge.

The lodge of St. George seems to

have aoted reasonably, legally, Me-

sonically; and we repeat, that the,

English Freemasons in Montreal
have dcze no wrong legally, Mason-

ically, oivilly, or socially; they are
simply persecuted for their Masonic
loyalty, at a time, too, when rowdy-
ism, boycotting, and dynamiting,
seem in some quarters to bs the
“order of the day.” ‘

\
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R. & §. MASTERS.

The Grand Conncil of the Dominion
of Canada, Royal and Select Masters,.
will meet in the Masonic Hall,
Hamilton, on Friday, the 10th July
next, at 9 a.m. The Executive Com-
mittes will meet in the Royal Hotel,
Hamilton, on Thursday evening, 3th
July, at 8 p. m., for the transaction
of genersl business. As business of
importance will be comsidered, it is
earnestly hoped that every duly quali-
fied member of Grand Council will be
present. We hope to see the friends
of this pretty and interesting rite pre-
sent in large force, and trust that from
this meeting the order may again
spring into active life and prosperity.

“Pusric Grano Howors.,”—Grand
Master Roots of Arkansas, desoribea
these as follows:—¢“The public Grand
honors (not funeral honors), should
be given by the raising of the hends
above and a lLittle in front of the
head, and clapping them three times
together, and thea letting them fall
to the side repeating this action
twioe, that isin all bringing the hands
together three times three times.
(e oty -

Bro. Henry T. Helmbold, the fam-
ous “Bacha' man, has at last been
released from the lunatic asylum, in
Philadelphia, which happy resuli he
owes to the indefatigable efforts of his
devoted and faithfal wife. We have
never believed that Dr. Helmbold
wes insesne, but was the victim of a.
conspiracy to rob him of his justly-
earned monsey.—Corner Stone.



