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MEETING OF SYNOD.

M

FIRST SESSION,

At London, and within St. Andrew’s Church there, the 11th day
of June, 1856, the which day the Synod of the Presbyterian
Church of Cauada met, and, after sermon by the Rev. dS:::::g: by Mo~
Thomas Lowry, Moderator for the past year, from Isaiah,
xl. chap. and 9th verse, was constituted for business,

The Synod Roll was made up and called, and the names of
members in attendance were marked,

[The names of Members in attendance are marked with an asterisk,)

PRESBYTERY oF BROCKVILLE AND OTTAWA,

MINISTERS, ELDERS,
William Smart
Robert Boyd, D. D
William Lochead

CONGREGATIONS,
««.Without charge,
rescott,
Osgoode & Gloucester,

James Geggie
*S. C. Fraser, A. M
Wm. J. McDowel]

*Thomas Wardrope, ...

John Corbett

*Peter Gray
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John L, Gourlay
*James Smith,A, M. ...
David Wardrope........
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homas Henry ..........
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PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.—Continucd.

MINISTERS. ELDERS, CONGREGATIONS.
R. C. Swinton (Miss'y) *Robert Hopkins........Richmond, &e.
John O, QuiNeicsesssicssisssssssssse ssissssssnssserss Osnabruck.
*Donald Fraser, A. M..*John Redpath .......... Coté Street, Montreal.
#Alexander F. Kemp ...*William Macbean ...... St. Gabriel St. do. .
WALLIRIN BEDEE ..o ostohssosesnstnssosarsovss ssanssasssratihe DYIVEMOD,
Ewen McLean.. «.ouicooessssssssssssisass sssssssssses WINSIOW,
Duncan Cameron......... *Donald Cattanach...... Lochiel.
James McConechy .......... Sahaa AR eS i ed SSITAAY Leeds.
*Hugh Campbell ......... *James Court.....ceceeuss Cornwall.
*John Anderson ......... John McDougall ....... . Lancaster, &c.
*Robert McArthur...... James Dryden ....cccceves St. Louis de Gonzague,
&e.
John Milne «e.coceerierciraicnsensesse sessssanancsssasses English River.
#John Crombie .ccevernservireracsens snssosrcasencescns Inverness.
SPeter CulTiOe coesessesrerisecsscsnse sssrssssssssnnsnss Vankleek Hill.

D. Fraser, Pres, Clerk, Montreal
PRESBYTERY OF LONDON.

*Donald McKenzie...... *William McKenzie. ... Zorra.

*Daniel Allan.....c..oeee William Broadly.......... North-easthope.
*Thomas McPherson ...*Moses Douglass .......Stratford.
*William Graham....... *Hugh Craig .....couuuee. Egmondville.
*Robert Wallace......... *Donald Rosg ............Ingersoll.

*Wm. R. Satherland ...*James Allan............. Ekfrid and Mosa.
*Angus McColl..........*Alex. Urquhart......... Chatham.
#Lachlan McPherson ...*¥Donald Fraser.......... Williams,

*William S, Ball ........

*#John Scott....ceeeseeeer *William Clark........
*William King.....ooeeees Archibald Young ....
#John Rose ...ccoccenreesd *Angus Gordon.......
*Duncan McDiarmid ...*George Gunn.........
*Dunean McMillan...... *Angus McKay.......
*William McLaren... .. James Bartlett.........
# Andrew Tolmie ....... George Hart ....cvue.
*#David Walker.......... *David Grey .o.coenuee
*William Doak........e
James McNaughton ....  «eeaseenees
*James Ferguson ....... William White.......
#John Gauld ....oovcveees cecnninnanee

*Andrew Smith.........

#*Hugh Davidson ......
Rev. J. Scort, Pres. Clerk, London.

PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON.

.Woodstock, Knox’s Ch.
..London.

...Buxton.
...Brucefield.

...Woodstock, Chalmers’
Church.
...Aldborough.
...Ambherstburgh.
...Blandford.

Stanley.

Saugeen
...Lobo.

Moore.
...Thamesford.

#*Mark Y. Stark, A. M.*John Clark ...... akiasn Dundas.

John Bayne, D. D.
*#George Smellie.......

*George Cheyne.........
#Alexander McLean ...cceereriiinmcisnnisess siiaes

#John McKinnon .....
*Joho Alexander.......

#James Cowan........
#A. D. Ferrier........
Andrew Lethem .....

aesen

- #Stephen Wilson.....
#Duncan McRuar....... *Douglass Lillico....
#3amuel YOUDg vooverrereressammsssssmssssasass soess Gl

....Fergus.

Church.
....Owen’s Sound.
....Brantford.

. o Ayr.
ph.

Saltfleet and Binbrook.
Cumminsville and Nairn

PRI
MINISTE

*James Black..
*Andrew J. M,
*Robert Irvine
*James Pirie ..
*David Inglis..

Andr-w Steven
Robert D. McK
*Robert F. Buri
*John Gillespie
*Alexander Me
*Wiiliam Meln

*William Craig
*James Middien

*Robert Burns,
*M. Willis,D. D.
James Harris,
*Thomas Lowry
*William Reid, /
*William Melde
A. T. Holmes..,
*Thomas Wightr
*Jobn McTavish.
John McLachlan
*G. P. Young,
*James Nisbhet ...
*Robert Ure.......
*John Gray .......
*Jos, Alexander,
James Adams ...,
Robert McKenzie
*John Laing .....,
John Black .......

T A

-

]
James Douglass...
*Donald MsL:ts)d .
*John M. Roger ...
*Wm. J. McKenzie
*John W, Smith .
*John Smith .......
Francis Andrews ...
*William Blain ...,
*James Bowie ......
*Jas. A. Thomson..
Robert Boag ... .
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PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON
MINISTERS. ELDERS,

~Continued.
CONGREGATIONS,

*James Black *Alex. Mitchell veveeene.Caledonia,

*Andrew J. McAuley...........
*Robert Irvine............*J, P. Dickerman
*James Pirie .............
*David Inglis

eanne

Andr-w Stevens
Robert D. McKay. ......
*Robert F. Burns

*John Gilleepie
*Alexander McLean ..
*William MecIndoe

*James Dougan
*Adam Alison

Nassagaweya.
Hamilton (Knox’s Ch.)
Niagara,

“MlnlandYoungHam-lton (McNab  St.

Church.)
Paris.
Wellesley.
gt. Catharines,
Blenheim,
East Puslinch,
Wellington Square and
Waterdown,

*William Craigie William Burt ............ Port Dover and Simcoe.

*James Middiemiss.........

tessetnintannenne seessoBlora,
M. Y. Srarg, Presby. Clerk, Dundas.

PRESBY'YERY OF TORON TO.

*Robert Burns, D. D. ...*Donald Elder
*M. Willis,D. D., S.T.P.

James Harris,

*Thomas Lowry

Mo E R R e o
«...*George Bannermnn....Vaughan.

*William Meldrum
A. T. Holmes eeeenns*Samuel Wallace
*Thomas Wightman....*W. D, Stark

*Jobn MeTavish *John Gunn...............
John McLachlan

*G. P. Young,

*James Nisbet ...........*John Barelay
*Robert Ure *Isaac Weylie

*John Gray sssesevennien Thomas Dallas .........
*Jos. Alexander, A, M
James Adams

Robert McKenzio
*John Laing
John Black ............

(*John MeMarrich

Vacant

Knox’s Church,Toronto.

West Gwillimbury,

Chinguacousy.
York Mills.
Thorah and Eldon.

Oakville.
Streetsville,

.Orillia and Oreo.

Union and Norval,

........... King.

...... Barrie and Innisfil.
Scarboro’,
....Red River,

Cooke’s Ch. Toronto.
Markham,

Brock and Reach,
Whitby,

Caledon West and Erin,

Tromas WieHTMAN, Presh. Clerk, York Mills.

PRESBYTERY OF COBO
James Douglass
*Donald McLeod
*John M. Roger

*Wm., J. McKenzie «+.*James Masson, .........B

*John W, Smith e *Walter Rutherford ...,
*John Smith sesasn o ®Alex.! Beith

Francis Andrews

*William Blain ...,
*James Bowie
*Jas. A, Thomson.......Andrew Jeffrey..........
Robert Boag ...,

Robert Thomson..... ...

Kenneth Kempt..........N

URG.
South Cavan,

-Cobourg,

Peterboro’.

altimore, &e.
Grafton and Colborne,
Darlington,

..Otonabee,

Springville,
orwood,
Trenton.

sreseesenesennnnnn. Cartwright, &,
James Bowix, Presh, Clerk, Norwood,
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PRESBYTERY OF KINGSTON.
CONGREGATIONS,

MINISTERS, |
e AL L T e e e
i *Wm. Gregg ............*Dr. Holden ..

, * Andrew Wilson ..James Gibson
| *D. B. Pearce ......

ELDERS.

......Picton:
WiLLiam Grece, Presb. Clerk.

® The Synod then proceeded to elect a Moderator, when Mr.
George Cheyne, of Saltfleet and Binbrook, was una2nimously
elected, and took the chair.

Thanks to late _On motion made and seconded, it was resolved, that the thanks

Moderator for his of the Synod be given to the late Moderator for his excellent ser-

et mon, and that he be requested to furnish the manuscript for
publication.

The thanks of the Synod were accordingly presented to Mr.
Lowry by the Moderator.

Committee on The following Committee on Bills and Overtures was appointed,
Bills and Over- yiz :—the Moderator, and Clerk of Synod, Messrs. S. C. Fraser,
o T. Wardrope, A. F. Kemp, Donald Fraser, J. Anderson, D. McKen-
zie, J. Scott, W. McLaren, W. 8. Ball, J. Ross, M. Y. Stark, D.
McRuar, D. Inglis, R. Irvine, Dr. Burns, Dr. Willis, Professor
Young, Messrs. Low~y, J. M. Roger, D. McLeod, J. Bowie,
A. Wilson, T. 8. Chambers, Ministers, and Messrs. Court, Mc-
Bean, W. Ciark, D. Ross, Mitchell, A. D. Ferrier, W. Stark,
Isaac Weylie, R. Turnbull, Elders.
The Committee was instructed to meet to-morrow morniag at
9 o’clock for receiving papers and arranging business.

The Synod granted leave to Presbyteries to meet in London
| during the present session of Synod for the transaction of any
competent business,

‘ The Synod adjourned to meet to-morrow at 10 o’clok, A. M.,
g | and the Y)iet was closed with prayer.

Election of Mo-
derator.

SECOND SESSION,

THURSDAY, June 12th, 10 o'clock, A. M

The Synod was again constituted.

3 The first part of the Diet was spent in devotional exercises,
?,',}'?,':?"" Ex- which were conducted by the Moderator, Dr. Willis, Mr. Mc-
Laren, and Mr. McLeod.

Thereafter the minutes of last Diet were read and sustained.
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The 'Cor.rlmitteé on Bills and Overtures Presented their first
report, which was received and sustained.

The Synod then proceeded to appoint the following Commit-
tees, viz :—

On Statistics.—Mr., S. C. Fraser, Mr. Wightman, and Mr. A. Committee on
Mitchell. M. Fraser, Convener. Statistics.

On Public Accounts.—Mr, Gregg, Mr. Court, and Mr. Ferrier, committee
Mr. Gregg, Convener.

On the Synod Records..—Messrs. Smellie, D. Fraser, King, committees on
and A. Smith. 8ynod & Preshye

On the Record o{‘ the Presbytery of Brockville and Ottawa.— """ "*"*
Messrs. Stark, To mie, and Angus McKay.

On the Record of the Presbytery of Montreal.—Messrs, S,
Young, Thomas Mc Pherson, and W, Heron,

On the Record of the Preshytery of London.—Messrs. Burns,
P. Gray, and A. Beith. .

On the Record of the Presbytery of Hamilton.—Messrs. Laing,
Walker, and Moses Douglas. '

On the Record oﬁ the Presbytery of Toronto.—Messrs. J.
Smith, McColl, and R. Turnbull,

On the Record of the Presbytery of Cobourg.—Messrs, D. Me-
Kenzie, John Alexander, and D, Gray.

On the Record of the Presbytery of Kingston.—Messrs. Mc-
Millan, H. Campbell, and George Gunn,
The first named member in each Committee being Convener.

The Synod then took up an Overture from the Presbytery of Overture od seb
London, of the following tenor, viz :— ject of Slavery.

r admission to this

on
Public Accounts,

Whereas applications are occasionally made fo
body of Ministe sin the United Sta

Presbyteries be enjoined pa
ine applicants for admission on the subject of slavery
before receiving them, that their views accord with
as expressed in said resolutions,

,and to be satisfied,
those of the Synod

Mr. McPherson was heard in support of the Overture, and afier
discussion, the following resolution, moved by Rev. 8. C. Fraser,
seconded by Rev. Dr. Willis, was adopted, viz:—

The Synod approve of the overture, and in terms of jtg suggestions
instruct Presbyteries, in dealing with applicants for admission into the
Ministry of our Church from the United States, 1o satis'y themselves

respecting the views of such applicants oan the resolutionsof 1853 anen;
slavery.

The Synod adjourned to meet at half-past three o'clock, P, M.,
and the Diet was closed with prayer,
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Memorial from
Rev, J. McMur-
ray.

College Report.

Resolutions
adopted.

THIRD SESSION.

SAME DAY, half-past three, P. M.
The Synod again met and was constituted.
The minutes of l2st Diet were read and sustained.

The Synod took up a memorial from the Rev. J. McMurray,
formerly Minister of Brockville, praying to be recognised as still
a member of the Presbytery of Brockville, when the following
resolution was adopted, viz :—

The Synod, having taken into consideration the petition of the
Rev. J. McMurray, declare that the admission of Ministers without
charge to a seat in Presbytery, is not in harmony with the constitn-
tion of this Church ; and, therefore, they do not deem it proper to grant
the prayer of the petition.

The Synod took up a reference from the Presbytery of Toronto
with reference to the status of the Rev. James Rogers, at present
residing within the bounds of the Presbytery, and labouring as
a Missionary. ‘

The Synod sustained the veference, and quoad ultra agreed
to apply to this case the deliverance given in the case of Mr.
McMurray.

The Synod then called for the Report of the College Commit-
tee. The same was given in by Dr. Willis, Convener, and was
read. The Synod, after lengthened deliberation on the Report,
adopted the following resolutions, viz :—

1. That the College Committee be instructed to adopt measures for
bringing the Bursary Fnnd before the Ministers and congregations of
the Church, with the view of sustaining it,as a means of assisting young
men in their preparation for the work of the Ministry.

2. That, as regards the tutorship, things remain as heretofore, Mr.
Smith being retained for another year as head of the Boarding House,
and as tutor ; the Comniit‘ee being empowered to make any other ar-
rangement, should this not be carried into effect.

3. That it shall be the duty of the College Committee to corres-
pond with Presbyteries respecting their mode of superintending students,
with the view of securing, as far as possible, the uniform observance
throughout the Church of the Synod’s arrangements on this head; to
obtain from Presbyteries an annual report relative to the students under
their inspection, and present a digest of these annually to the Synod ; to
attend the opening and closing of the Hall, and to receive, and lay be-
fore the Synod an annual report regarding the state of the Hall, in-
cluding the report of the Professors of the means which they have taken
to promote the improvement of the students under their inspection. In
case, likewise, of the College Committee being satisfied, from the
reports of the Professors or from other sources, that it would be unadvisa-
ble for 1 young man to continue to prosecute his studies with a * “2w to
the min stry, it shall be the duty of the Committee to recommend such
student to give up his Theological studies, and to betake himself to
some other vocation.

4. That the Synod appove of the suggestions in the report, that, as a
general rule, students at College should not be required to go out as
catechists, till they have passed the first year of their Divinity course,
leaving it to the College Committee to decide on any exceptional calls
on their service, and that, during the session ,no student should be required
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to do public Sabbath duty more than on six Sabbaths, and that in this case,

4180, any extra demands should be in all cases submitted to the approval
of the Professors,

5. That the Synod, in accordance with the recommendation ‘of the

ommittee, change the time of the opening of the College session from
Ist November to 1st October, and the time of closing from 1st May to
1st April.

The College Committee was appointed as follows :—

From the Presbytery of Toronto, Dr. Willis, Professor Youn
Mr. Reid, Dr. Burns, Messrs, Lowry, Ure, McTavish, Ministers ; Mittee.
and Messrs. Mec Murrich, Shaw, and Spreuil. From Presbytery

of Hamilton, Messrs. Irvine, Inglis, McRuar, Young, Alexander,

Ministers; and Messrs. Dickerman, Hopkins, Mitc;hell, and M.
Young, Elders. From Pr

esbytory of London, Messrs. Scott,
Ross, McKenzie, McLaren, Ball, Ministers ; and Messrs. Clark,

Smith, Gunn, and Douglas, Elders. From Presbytery of Cobourg,
Messrs, McLeod, Roger, and John Smith, Ministers ; and Messrs.
Riddell and Rutherford, Elders. From the Presbytery of King-
ston, Messrs. Gregg, Wilson, and Pearce, Ministers; and Dr.
Holden, and Mr. Matthews, Elders. From the Presbytery of
Brockville and Ottawa, Messrs. Wardrope, Duncan, Smith, and
Dr. Boyd, Ministers ; and Messrs. McLaren, Nicol,and Sherwood,
Elders. "And from the Presbytery of Montreal, Messrs, Clark,
Fraser, Kemp, and Anderson, Ministers; and Messrs. Court,
Redpath, and McBean, Elders. . Dr. Willis, Convener.

The Synod adjourned to meet again at half-past six o’clock,
and the Diet was closed with prayer.

& College Com-

FOURTH SESSION.

SAME pav, haly-past 6 P. M.,
The Synod was again constituted.

The minutes of Jast Diet were read and sustained.

The Synod called for the report of the Com
Missions. The report was given in by Rev.
mature deliberation it was resolved :—

1. That the Synod receive the report,

tained therein, feel themselves called upon to carry into effect the reso- Syvod.
lutions of the two preceding Synods, by the establishment of a Foreign
ission,

2. That the Province of Bengal be the sphere of the proposed mission.

3. That the Synod solemnly invite and call the Rev. G. Stevenson,
of Tullibody, Scotland, and the Revy. John Laing, of Scarboro, to go to
this work, promising them due support and sympathy therein.

Prayer was offered u;})) for the divine blessing on the work thus
undertaken, and the brethren thus solemnly called to engage
n 1it,

mittee on Foreign Report I.E( Com-
nl mittee onForeign
D. Fraser. After Missions,

and from the information con- Resolutions of
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The Synod instructed the Presbytery of Toronto to take the
usual steps for loosing Mr. Laing from his charge ; and, under a
deep feeling of sympathy for the congregation of Scarboro’,
instructed the Home Mission Committee to co-operate with the
Presbytery of Toronto in affording sunitable supply, until they
shall be again provided with a Pastor. The Synod further an-
thorized the Foreign Mission Committee to take the necessary
steps for having Mr. Stevenson’s appointment put into his hands,
and laid before the Presbytery of which he is a member, with
the view of his being released from his Pastoral charge.

The Foreign Mission Committee was appointed as follows,
viz:—Mr. D. Fraser, Mr. W. B. Clark, Mr. Kemp, Mr. Ward-
rope, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Pearce, Mr. McLeod. Mr. Reid, Mr. Irvine,
Mr. Inglis, Mr. Stark, Mr. Scott, Mr. Ball, Mr. Lowry, Mr. Mg-
Ruar, Dr. Burns, Ministers ; and Messrs. Redpath, Court, Clark,
Dickerman, Elder, Kennedy, Cattanach, Turnbull, Ross, Elders.
Messrs. Fraser and Lowry, Joint Conveners.

The Synod then adjourned, and the Diet was closed with
prayer. ’

Foreign Mission
Committee,

FIFTH SESSION.

Fripay, 13th June, half.past 9, A. M.
The Synod again met and was constituted.
The minutes of last Diet were read and sustained.

A report was received from the Committee on Bills and Over-
tures, with various papers, and recommendations with reference
to the arrangement of business. The Report was sustained.

The Synod proceeded to take up applications from Presbyteries
for leave to receive Ministers from other Churches, who have
applied during the year to be admitted, and also applications
from Presbyteries for leave to take Students on trials for license.

Leave was granted to the Presbytery of Toronto to receive
Rev. A. C. Geikie as a Minister of this Church ; also to the
Presbytery of Hamilton, to receive Rev. T. Hodgskin, and Rev.
g. Irvine ; also to the Presbytery of Cobourg to receive Rev. Mr.

nell.

Students to be Leave was granted tothe Presbytery of Toronto, to take on
taken on trial for trials for license, Mr. John Murray and Mr. John McKay ; to the
toonoe. Presbytery of Brockille and Ottawa, to take on trials Mr. Wm.,
Forrest, and Mr. John McRobie; to the Presbytery of Montreal,
to take on trials for license, Mr. John Straith, and Mr. A. Young ;
to the Presbytery ot Hamilton, to take on trials, Mr. George
Cuthbertson, and Mr. John McMillan; and to the Presbytery of
London, to take on trials for license, Mr. W. T. McMaullen.

Next Meoting of The Synod unanimously agreed that the next ordinar meeting
Synod. of Synod should be held at Kingston, and within
gh&mh there, on the 2nd Tuesday of June, 1857, at 7 o’clock,
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The Synod appointed Mr. Kemp to preach in St. Andrew’s Ministers
Church on Sabbath morning, and Mr. Duncan in the evening, and Poiglm 10 preach
Mr. McTavish to preach in the Ganlic Chureh jn the forenoon, " Sabbath.

The Synod then took up a complaint of Dr. Burns, against Dr. Burny com-
a decision of the Presbytery of Toronto, on the occasion of the {I'“"{,‘ mczaimtf
Presbyterial visitation of the congregation of Knox’s Church, on Torom ) ¢
6th December, 1855. Parties were called, when Dr. Burns ap-
Wared for himself, and Messrs, Lowry, McTavish, Ure, and

ightman, for the Presbytery of Toronto. The papers in the
case having been read, Dr. Burns was heard as complainant.

The hour of adjournment having come, the Diet was closed
with prayer.

ap-

SIXTH SESSION.

THE saME pay, half-past 3, P. M.
The Synod was again constituted.
The minutes of last Djet was

read and susta‘ned.
” The Synod resumed consideration of the complaint of Dr.
urns.

Dr. Burns having finished his Pleading as complainant, Messrs, Dr-Burns finishes

) his pleading.
Lowry, McTavish and Ure, were heard for the Presbytery,

and Messrs, Lowry,
. . A |
Dr. Burns was then heard in reply. Parties were then removed, peTavish & Ure

A heard for Presb’y
The Synod adjourned until seven o’clock, and the Diet wag Parties removed.
closed with prayer.

A A A A

SEVENTH SESSION.

THE sAmME pav, 7 V’clack, P. M.
The Synod was again constituted.

The minutes of Jast Diet w

The Synod re
urns.

It was moved by Mr. Fraser, seconded by Mr. McPherson :—
The Synod baving heard papers

the dissent and complaint, in so far as regards the sisting of Dn:. Burns
at the bar of the Presbytery, and rey

[ ( erse the decision of the Lower Court
on that point—inasmuch as the placin

nature of a penal process, and therefo
in such a case,

ere read and sustained.
sumed consideration of the complaint of Dr,

Motion by Mr.
Fraser,

g of a Minister at the bar, is of the

e not competent to the Presbytery

Nevertheless inasmuch as the Synod learns that no
unfair restraint was |

aid on the complainant’s liberty of speech—that he
Was refused his seat as g member of Presbytery, only when a finding
affecting his own character was being arrived at,—and that no substantial
violation of justice was commiuted in the manner in which the visitation
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was conducted—find that there is nothing in the case, so far as it has
been submitted to the Synod, which ought to vitiate the procedure of
the Presbytery--and this especially, as the procedure itself comes under
the review of this Synod by reference from the Presbytery of Toronto.
Motion by Mr Moved in amendment by Mr. Smellie, seconded by Mr.
Smellie. Irvine :—

That the Synod having heard the parties in the case, find that nothing
inconsistent with justice, and the practice of the Church, has been done by
the Presbytery, in the mode in which they have conducted the visitation
of the congregation of Knox’s Church, when refusing ‘o Dr. Burns a
right to deliberate and vote in the investigation of a case in which he
was personally interested; and therefore dismiss the complaint, and sus-
tain the procedure of Presbytery.

Mr. Smellie's* The roll was called, and the votes marked, when 36 votgd for

motion carried. the motion, a: d 51 for the amendment, which was accordingly
declared to be carried. Parties having been called, the deliver-
ance of Synod was read.

Mr. Kemp dissented in his own name, aud in the name of all
others who might adhere.

Raforence from The Synod then proceeded to take up a reference from the
Preshytery of  Presbytery of Toronto, in regard to the state of Knox’s congre-
roronto I re- zation, Toronto.

congregatiou. The papers in the case and various other documents were read.

It was moved by Mr. Redpath, seconded by Mr. Inglis, and
unanimously agreed :—

That the Synod, having taken into consideration the reference from
the Presbytery of Toronto, in the case of Knox’s Church, sustain the
reference, and appoint a Committee to confer with parties interested,
who are present, with a view to ascertain the most advisable method
of procedure in this case—and to report to the Synod at an early

Commitiee ap- meeting. The Committee to consist of Messrs. Clark, D. Fraser,
pointed. MecLeod, Roger, Irvine, Inglis, Smellie, MacKenzie, Scott, Ross, Me-
Lean of Cumminsville, T. McPherson, Wardrope, Ministers, and
Messrs. Redpath, Court, Cattanach, Beith, Ferrier, Turnbull, Clark,
Smith, Cowan, Dickerman, and Hopkins, Elders. Mr. Redpath, Con-

vener.
The Synod thereafier adjourned and the Diet was closed with
prayer.

EIGHT SESSION.

SATURDAY, 14th June, 1856, half-pasi 9, A. M.
The Synod again met and was constituted.
The minutes of last Diet were read and sustained.

Raiasis from The Synod called for returns from Presbyteries anent the over-
Presbyteries  ture sent down on the subject of the examination of Students.
',‘,_."!"a“;h?:l‘i;‘: °f The same were given inand read. It appeared that a majority

" of Presbyteries disapprove of the proposed Board of Examina-

tion. The ove
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tion,
accordingly rejected.

The Synod appointed the following Committee to draw u

regulations in regard to the examination of Students by Presby-

teries, and to feport at a subsequent Diet, viz :—Mr., McLaren,
Professor Young, Dr. Willis, Mr. S. C. Fraser, Mr. McRuar, Mr.

McLeod, Mr. McTavish, Mr. Clark, and Mr. Gregg. Dr. Willis,
Convener,

The Committee named yesterday to consider the case of Knox’s
Church, Toronto, presented a report to the Synod, recommending
the withdrawal of al papers and matters in the case still unde-
cided, the appointment of Dr, Burns as Professor of Church
History in Knox’s College, and that the Presbytery should ar-
range with the Congregation and Trustees for having the Con-
stitution of Knox’s Church modified, and brought into conformity
with the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church of Cagada.
The following was the decision of the Synod, in regard to this
report, viz ;—

The Synod having received the report, remit to the College Com-
mittee that part of it whicl bears on the erection of a new chair of
Theology, and the appointment of an additional Professor, to report
at a fature Diet. -

The Synod called for the report of the Committee on College
Buildings. The same was presented by Mr. Reid.

Oa motion made and seconded, it was agreed, to receive and approve
the report generally, and to return thanks of the Synod to the Commit-
tee, and especially to Mr, Reid, for the diligence and zeal which had

been manifested in the matter of the purchase of buildings for College
purposes.

The Synod appointed Messrs. Court, McMurrich, Cattanach,
Ferrier, Mitchell, with Messrs, Kemp, Laing, Gregg, D. Fraser,
W. McLaren, and Dr. Willis, to consider the matter of the Deed,
and to report at a future Diet.

The Synod then adjourned to meet on Monday at half-past nine
"clock, A. M., and the Diet was ¢l >d with praye
o’clock, A. M., and the Diet was ¢ osed with prayer.

NINTH SESSION.

Monpay, 16th Jun ¢, half-past 9, A. M.
The Synod again met and was constituted,
The minutes of last Diet were read and sustained.
The Committee on Statistics gave in an interim Report,

The overture for the appointment of such a Board was

Committee. to
raw up regula-
tions in regard
to examination of
studeuts.

Report of Com
mittee on case of

= Knox’s Chureh,

Toronto.

Report of Com-
mittee on College
Buildings.

The Interim Report

Synod sustained the report, and remitted the matter (o the Com- ou Statistics.

mittee to mature a fuller report, to be laid before the Synod at a
future Diet.

The Committee on Public Accounts reported that th

ey had Report of Com-

examined the accounts of the various schemes of the Churgh, Satee on Public

and found them correct. The Synod sustained the report,

unls.
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ReportofAgency 1he Agency Committee presented their Report. The Synod

Commiuee ~pre- agreed to sustain the report, and in consideration of the increase

- in the expense of living, and the growing amount of labour,
agreed to add fifty pounds per annum to the Agent’s salary, the
increase to apply to the past year. The Agercy Committee was
appointed as follows, viz:—Dr. Burns, Messrs. Lowry, Ure,
Wightman, McTavish, McLeod, Greg%, Irvine, and Inglis, Minis-
ters, ana Messrs. McMurrich, Shaw, Dickerman, Matthews, and
Ferrier, Elders. Dr. Burns, Convener.

Reference from _ 1he Synod then took up a reference from the Presbytery of
Presbytery of  Brockville and Otiawa, on the subject of the introductiou of an
a:‘,’ikgl:"&g‘m?" organ into the Church at Brockville. Various other papers con<
" nected with the matter were read. The following motion was
unanimously agreed to, viz :—sustain the reference ; direct the
attention of the Presbytery of Brockville and Ottawa to the de-
liverance of last year, toswhich the Synod still adheres, and
remit to the Presbytery to deal, in the circumstances, tenderly and
judiciously with the Session and congregation of the Brockville
congregation.
Report of Com- The Committee on the Registration of Births, Marriages, &e.,
o l‘;ﬁf&: presented a report to the effect, that according to the instructions
&e. " of the Synod, petitions on the subject had been presented to the
Provincial Legislature ; but no measure had been introduced into
Parliament. The Synod sustained the report, and re-appoirted
the Committee, instructing them to watch over the matter. The
Committee is as follows:—The Moderator, Mr. Lowry, Dr.
Burns, Professor Young, Messrs. Irvine and Reid, Ministers ; and
Messrs. McMurrichand Shaw, Elders. Mr. Lowry, Convener.

Trenton trans-  The Synod, on application from the Presbyteries of Cobourg
forred 1© Presby- and Kingston—transferred Trenton from the Presbytexy of Cobourg
4 E%9% to that of Kingston—and ordered the name of Mr. Thomson to
be taken from the roll of the Presbytery of Cobourg, and added

tothe roll of the Presbytery of Kingston.

Overture on Bar-  The Synod then proceeded to take up the following overture
e as. from the Presbytery of Montreal, anent a Barrier Act.

Whereas it is of importance that all laws proposed, regarding matters
of doctrine, discipline, Government, or Worship, should, before they
are finally enacted, receive the patient and prayerful consideration of
the Church : and

Whereas itis manifestly impossible that such consideration can be given
during the Session of one meeting of Synod ; It is therefore humbly
overtured to the very Reverend the Synod of the Presbyterian Church
of Canada, by the Presbytery of Montreal.

1. That every Overture requiring an innovation to be made in the
Constitution of the Church, in matters of Doectrine, Discipline,
Government, or Worship, sent up to the Synod, shall, before it be
passed into a standing Law, first be sent down to all the Presbyteries
of the Church for their approbation ; that such approbation be given by
each Presbytery at an ordinary meeting thereof; that notice shall
be given at the meeting of Presbytery immediately preceding that
such overture is to be considered at the meeting next following;
and that the decision of Presbytéries be recorded in the Minutes, and
an extract of the ‘sdme be sent to the Clérk of Synod before its next

*  meeting,
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2. "That ihio Synod

if it see cause, may, by 'a ma

jority of two-thirds
of ti®se prossnt, pass buch Overtire into an Interis
shall possess the force ofa Law, aye and
'as herein required, expressed their judgme

terim ‘Act, ‘'which
until the Preshyteries have,
nt upon it,
hen a majority of Presbyteries have, as herein required, expressed
their approbation, the Synod may pass smich Overture into a standing
Law ofthe Church,

4. That when a majority of the

probation, then the Synod shal] r
Presbyteries.

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed that the Synod
approve of the Overture generall

of » and pass it as an interim Act,
and remit it as an Overtyre for the consideration of the Presby-
teries,

The Synod thep took up a memorial from the Pres :
Cobourg, with reference  to the subject of Marriages between jeet of Marriage

Brothers and Sisters-in-law., The following deliverance was 2:;:&:?::’{':;'
adopted by the Synod, viz :—The Synod Tlaving no doubtful
i ity with Sacred Scriptur i

Presbyteries have expressed disap-
eject such Overture, or again remit

bytery of Memorial on sub-

g Y, within
which Marriage is forbidden by the Divine Law, enjoin on Pres-
byteries to carry out those recognized principles, ‘as a rale of
guidance in dealing with Practical questions of Church-fellow-
ship in this particular,

The Synod adjourned to meet at half-

past three, P, M., and
the Diet ‘was then closed with prayer,

A DA S

TENTH SESSION.

THE samME pay, half-past 3, P. A,
The Synod was again constituted,

The miyutes of last Diet were read and sustained,

The subject of Separate Schools was brought before the Synod, g""‘“’e:';f‘“
Y an Overture from the Presbytery of Cobourg. The following SeParate8chools
eliverance moved by the Rev. S.” C. F Taser, seconded by Mr,
Mitchell was unanimously agreed to :—-
The Synod having considered the Overture against Separate Schools,
agreed to a and express the strong views which they

nstitutions, Further, the

N

That a Committ fore next meeting of Committee on
e of this house in the Stauding Orders.
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The Committee was appointed as follows, viz:—Messrs.
Lowry, McTavish, Smellie, Reid, Gregg, and Kemp. Mr, Lowry
Convener.

Deeding of Col-  Mr. Court presented a report from the Committee appointed
lege Property. ¢ consider the matter of deeding the College Property. On
motion made and seconded, it was agreed :

That the report be sustained, so far as relates to the temporary con-
veyance of the Coilege Property to Messrs. Reid, Jeflrey, Redpath, Fer-
rier, and McConkey, for such purposes as the Synod shall hereafter
determine, and that further consideration of the report be adjourned

I till Tuesday afternoon.
Report ou Synod . 1€ Committee appointed to examine the Synod Records gave
Records. in a report to the efiect that said Records were kept in a careful
and correct manner. The Report was sustained, and the Modera-
tor was authorized to attest the Records accordingly.
e 18 were rQp ) 7 g i ittees @ 1 ) ¢ >
R Reports w ere prc?c nt.ul b)lti:L L‘lm'nn‘l_m'utjppom.tcd t‘o exam-
bytery Records. ine the Records of the several Presbyteries. lllcsq were seveydll)
' sustained and the Records ordered 1o be attested in terms of the
Reports.
The Syncd then agreed to adjourn, and the Diet was closed
with prayer.

ELEVENTH SESSION.

THE SAME DAY, 7 o’clock, P. M.
The Synod was again constituted.
The minutes of last Sederunt were read and sustained.
Report of Com-  The Synod called for the Report of the Committee on Sabbath
mittee on Sab- Schoo's, The same was given in by Mr. Gregg, Convener. It
bath Schoole. y . L ’ + & Y .
was agreed to sustain the report and re-appoint the Committee
with the addition of Mr. Burns of St. Catherines, instructing
them to prepare and issue a second series of Sabbath School
lessons.
Report of Home _ 1he Reportof the Home Mission (,‘ommit‘tec was ther} called
Mission Com- § for. The same was given in by Mr. Reid, Convener. From the
e, Report, it appeared that throughout the various Presbyteries there
were fifty-six congregations, and thirty-three Stations requiring
supply. - At the last meeting of the Home Mission Committee,
46 Missionaries were distributed among the several Presbyteries,
1 being 16 Preachers, and 30 Students. ‘
On motion made and seconded, it was agreed—
That the Report be received and approved, and that the Synod foels

iteell called upon to express gratitude to Almighty God, for the large
measure of success which he has been pleased to vouchsafe to the Home

prayerfulness, on continued endeavours to provide for the spiritual des-
titution of the land, The Synod farther approve generally of the

Missionary operations of this Church, and to resolve,in humility and.

M;
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wuggestions contained in the Report, and in accordance with thege,

rcommend, that  Presbyteries should take steps 1o have themselves

duly represented, by paying the expenses of those members whom they

msy appoint to attend the meetings ot the Committee, for the distribu-

ion of Missionaries ; also that Presbyteries should increase the allow-

uce to be paid to Siudents, while engaged during the summer months

n Missionary labors, to £30, and take steps for seeing that this shall be

lly and promptly paid.

A special Report was given in with reference to the Red River Red River Mis
Mission. It was agreed to receive and sustain the Report,and to %ion.
ustruct the Home Mission Committee to look out for a Minister
brelieve Mr. Black for one year or longer, if he is still desirous

f visiting Canada.

Mr. King gave in a Report on the state of the Buxton Mission. Buxton Mission
twas agreed that the Report be received and sustained, and that

e Synod express its gratitude to God for the success which has

owaed the Buxton Mission. The Synod ordered the Report to
je printed in the pages of the Record.

The Synod further strongly recommended this object to the
beral support of the Congregations of the Church.

The Home Mission Committee was re-appoigted as follows,
z:—Messrs. Reid, Ure, Wightman, Nesbut, Gray, Stark, Mc-
var, R. F. Burns, [rvine, Inglis, Black, Scott, McDiarmid,
l, Tolmie, W. J. McKenzie, McLeod, J. W. Smith, Wilson,
tarce, Cnambers, S. C. Fraser, James Smith, P, Gray, D. Fra-

r, Kemp, Currie and Anderson, Ministers ; and Messrs. Telfer,
umnerman, Wallace, Wilson, Thomson, Dougan, McKenzie,

i, Gordon,. Beith, Turnbull, Holden, Matthews, Graham,

icol, Cattanach, Court, McBean, and Ross, Elders. Mr. Reid,

onvener.

The Synod then called for the Report of the Committee ON Report of Com.
pe state of Religion. The same was given in, and read by Mr mittes on Xtate of
.Fraser.  On motion made and seconded, it was resolved to Religion.

¢ive and sustain the Report, and adopt the recommendations,

d re-appoint the Committee as follows, viz :—Dr. Burns. Dr.

illis, IViessrs. McLeced, D, Fraser, Gregg, John Gray, Inglis,

nisters ; Messrs. McMurrich, Count, Cattanach, Clark, Elders.

t. Fraser, Convener. The following Ministers were appointed

iresponding members in the various Presbyteries, viz. :—for

sbytery of Montreal, Mr. Crombie ; for Presbytery of Brock-

¢and Ottawa, Mr. T. Wardrope ; for the Presbytery of King-

h, Mr. Pearce; ; for Presbytery of Cobourg, Mr. McKenzie ;

Presbytery of Torento, Mr. McTavish ; for Pres-bytery of

unilton, Mr. R. F. Burns ; and the Presbygery of London,

.D. Walker, of Port Sarnia.

The Synod then' adjourned, and the Diet was olosed with
yer.
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TWELFTH SESSION.

Tuespay, 17th June, half-past 9, 4. M,
The Synod again met and was constituted.
The Minutes of last Sederunt were read and sustained.

Report ‘of Com-  On Tuesday morning the Synod called for the Report of the
:l‘“gi:ci;lliil: Committee on the Book of Discipline. The same was given in
by Mr. Gregg, Convener, and read. There were read also, Re
ports from the several Presbytenes on the draft which had been
published in the Record.

On movion made and seconded, it was unanimously

Resolved—That the thanks of the Synod be given to the Committes
but that the Synod do not deem it expedient to sanction any manua)
but that a judicial Committee of Synod be appointed, consisting of Messrs
Gregg, Smellie, Reid, and Kemp, Ministers ; and Messrs. Court, and
Ferrier Elders, to whom the whole matter is referred.

_ tof . The College.Committee presented a Report on the subject o
g‘;‘b-l"';‘:m:im the establishment of a new Chair in Knox’s College. Wheren
Chair in Knox's it was moved by Mr. D. Walker, seconded by Mr. Smellie, Ths
College. the report be received and sustained, and in harmony with its re

commendations the Synod agree—

1. That a third Theological chair be established in Knox's College.

2. That Professor Young be loosed from the chair of Evidences, an
appointed 1o the chair of Exegetical Theology, and that the third Pro
fessor have charge of the Departments of Church History and Evidence
De. Burns “sp- 3. That the Rev. Dr. Burns be appointed to the third Theologi
| pointed. chair, with a salary of £400.

! 4. That1he Presbytery of Toronto, be instructed to take the necesss
steps tor carrying out this decision.

It was moved in amendment by Mr. Ross, seconded by M

McRuar, That it is not, in the circumstanees expedient
appoint Dr. Bums to the third Theological chair.

The roll was called and the votes marked, when 71 voted f
the motion, and 10 for the amendment; 15 deelining to vote.
Dr. Burns was accordingly appointed Professor of Church Hi
tory and Clristian Evidences in Knox’s College.

The hour of adjournment having come, the Diet was closed wi
prayer.

.The hour of adjourn
ith prayer.

FOUR®

The Synod was agai
The Minutes of last &
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'l Was unanimously &,
That the Synod receiv,
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THIRTEENTH SESSION.

Same Dav, half-past 3, P.
The Synod again met and was constituted.
The Minutes of last diet were read and sustained.

Deeding of Col. . 1he Synod resumed the consideration of the question of des
tege Property.  ing the College Property. . e
After full discussion, the following decision was come 16,
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That this whole subject be remitted to the following Committee, viz.,
Messrs. Kemp, F raser, Reid, Court, Redpath Spreull, and Ferrier, M.
Court, Convener; with instructions to take legal advice, and draw up a
Trust Deed on the following principles ;=

1. That the College Property be bound to the

2. That the election of Trustees to hold the
this Synod, the names of those, from whom
boing sent annually or tri

priociples of this Chureh,

property shall be made by
Trustees shall be elected,
od by Congregations. ac-
ittee now to be appointed,
and of the constitution and
poned till next meeling of

question of managers,
of management, be pos

On motion made and seconded,
It was decided that there sh
the contingency of any future disruption.
The Synod also resolved, That the Bulding Committee be instructed

wards erecting an addition to the College Buildings
and houses for the Professors, as soon as funds shall be ob-
5 and that the Committee be instructed, also, to take steps for

yteries be instructed to coe
ng deputations to each Congregation and

ould be no clause, making provision for

ointed as follows :—Dr. Wil
» Lowry, Irvine, Inglis, Clark,
Gregg, and Duncan, Ministers ; and Messrs,
cMurrich, Court, Fisher, Dickerman, Osborne,
Cowan, and Heron, Elders. Mr. Reid, Con-

The hour of adj

ournment having come, thé Diet was closed
ith prayer.

SAARAAAAAAAARAAAAAANAAAANAA,

FOURTEENTH SESSION.

THE saME Day, 7 o’clock, P. M.

The Synod was again constituted,
The Minutes of last Seder

unt were read and sustained.

Statistics was called for,
Convener. The following

p in the p
d, In accordance with the recommendations of
Committee, the Synod appoint a Standing Committee on Statistics,
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The following Committee on Statistics was then appoiated,
viz:—Rev. S. C. Fraser, Convener; Reid, Gregg, and J. Smith
(of Ramsay), Ministers; and Messrs. Court and Hay, Eldets.

M. Ferrier on the part of the Elders attending the Synod, pre- B

Misisteriat sup- sented a paper on the sabject of the support of the Ministry. “ K
- On motion made and seconded, it was resolved— ““ C
That the Synod receive the paper prepared by the Elders & T

on the subject of Ministerial support, approve iis recommendations « II:I

1

direct to it be printed in the Record, and instruct Presbyteries to use dili-
gence in seeing that the recommendations it embodies be carried into
effect, especially the recommendation that £150 be the minimum annua|
stipend of each Minister.

Union with U. The Synod then proceeded to take up the subject of Union with
P. Chuvel. the United Presbyterian Church. Mr. Ure, Convener of thg
Committee on Union, introduced to the Synod the Rev. Mr. Skin
ner, a Deputy from the Committee of the United Presbyteriag
Church, the Rev. Mr. Proudfoot, another member of the eputa
tion being absent in consequence of indisposition. Mr. Skinne
addressed the Synod, expressing the kind Christian regard of th
United Presbyterian Church. The Moderator at the request
the Court made a suitable reply.
Various Petitions in favour of Union were read, viz* from §
Gabriel-street Church, Montreal; Boston and Milton ; Whitby

The Report of the Commitiee on Union was given in, and re
by Mr. Ure.
Thereafter, it was on motion made and seconded, agreed :

That the report be received, aud its recommendations adopted, a
that the Synod express the satisfaction and thankfulness, with which
has heard of the meetings of the Committees of the United Presbyteri
Church and our own : tender thanks to the Committee for their di
gence, and re-appoint the Committee with the addition of Dr. Willis.
The Synod farther resolve to send a deputation from this Synod, to th
next meeting of Synod of the United Presbyterian Church, leaving 1l
selection of the members of the Deputation to the Committee on Uni
just appointed.

" The Committee on Union with the U. P. Church, is composed
follows :—Mr. Lowry, Dr. Willie, Dr. Burns, Messrs. Ure, Laing, Ro
McLaren, Inglis and Dnncan, Ministers; and Mesers. Heron, Your
and Fisher, of Hamilton, Elders ; Mr. Ure, Convener.

xepert o Com- The Synod then called for the report of the Committee on Pu
mittee on Publi- Jication and Colportage. The same was given in by Mr. Ingl
;'.‘,':‘:"'"‘ Ool- (vonvener.—Whereupon it was moved, seconded, and unanimo
ly agreed, v
That the Synad receive and approve of the report, and feeling the
importance of encouraging a truly Christian Literature in the rising F
vinces of Canada, to counteract influencos of a pernicious kind, ap
the following Committee to carry out thie sysiem, the Committee cons
ing of twenty-four members, one-half being Ministers, and the rest
men (including Elders), seven to be a quorum, viz., Dr. Burns, M
Scott, Reid, Ure, Burns, Irvine, John Alexander, Wardrope, Kemp
Young, Nisbet, Inglis, Ministers ; and Messrs. Dickerman, Osbot
Young, McMurrich, Hopkins, Dewar, Mitchell, Stewart, Cowan, U¢
Clark, Begg.  Mr. Inglis, Convener.
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The following were also appointed as corresponding members
of Committee from the several Presbyteries, viz.,
From Presb’y of Montreal --- . MR. Cromsie,

# Brockville & Ottawa.,,....... Mz Duncan,
Kingston eveeeee s MR. WiLson.
Cobourg McKEenzie,
Toronto tveessearssces s MR, J. GRAY.

tessverasess e MR, Brack.
McLARzN.

The Synod further authorized the Committee to visit the con-
gregations, with the view of Collecting funds, and recommended
o Congregations to contribute for this important Synod.

Thereafter the Synod called for the report of the Committee on
the Widows’ Fund. The same was given in and read. From
the report it appears that the accumulated fund is now £4846 10s.
34d.. There was also read, a statement from Hugh C. Baker,
Esq., of the Canada Insurance Company, with reference to the
state of the fund, in which it was statec, that it was absolutely
necessary to keep the annual congregational collections.

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed,

That the Synod receive and sustain the report, re-appoint the Com-
mittee, and tender their thanks to Mr. Baker, instructing the Moderator
transmit a letter to Mr. Baker to this effect. Farther the Synod agree,
that, in accordance with the opinion of the Actuary, the annual congre-
gational collections be kept up, and enjoin all Presbyteries to take steps
for bringing, by the visit of Deputations, or otherwise, the claims of

 the Widow’s Fund before those congregations that have not as yet ade-
quately contributed 10 it,

{3

The Synod adjourned to meet to-morrow, at 9 o’clock, A. M.,
and the diet was closed with prayer.

FIFTEENTH SESSION.

WEDNEsSDAY, 18tk June, 9 o’clock, 4. M.
The Synod again met and was constituted.

The minutes of last diet were read and sustained.

(n Wednesday morning the ca
mittee on Sabbath Observance.
R. F. Burns, Convener.

On motion made and seconded, it was agreed—

To receive and sustain the re
ppoint the Commitiee.

The Synod farther resolved that a memorial t
be drawn up on the subject of public Sabbath d
orotherwise, and that this memorial be signed by the Moderator and
Uerk of Synod, and committed to those members of Synod, who" are
mderstood 1o have it in view to visit Britain in the course of the present
ttason, viz., Dr, Burns, Rev. Messrs. Scott and L. McPherson, * Dy,
urns, Dr. Willis and Mr. Scott, Ministers, with Mr. Heron, Elder, were
pointed a Committee to prepare a draft of said niemorial, el

port, adopt its recommendations and re-

o the British Government
esecration by amusements

Report of Wi.
ows’ Fund
Commitiee.
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The Synod then proceeded to take up the following overture

from the Presbytery of Montreal on the duties of Elders aod Dea-
cons :—

Whereas, it appears that the ancient and scriptural order of Deacons
has been revived in this Church, and the formation of Deacon’s Courts
has been recommended by the Supreme Court. W hereas, also, it is ne-
cessary and expedient for the guidance of Churches and office-bearers as
well as for the edification and peace of the Church at large, to define
and regulate the daties of Elders and Deacons respectively, and to pre.
scribe the powers of the meeting of congregational office-bearers for
secular business ; it is therefore hereby humbly overtured to the very
Reverend the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, by the
Presbytery of Montreal, to transmit to Presbyteries, for their considera-
tion, the following rules of procedure : —

1. Reseecrine THE Duties or ELpegs.

1st. That they sit in Session along with the Minister and assist in the
administration of discipline, and in the spiritual goverment of the Chureh.

2nd. That they take a careful oversight of the people’s morals and
religious principles, of the attendance upon public ordinances, and of
the state of personal and family religion.

3rd. That they visit the sick from time to time in their several dis-
tricts,

4th. That they superintend the religious instructions of the young, and
assist the Minister in ascertaining the qualifications of applicants for ad-
mission to church-membership.

Sth. That they superintend and promote the formation of meetings
within their districts for prayer, reading of the Scriptures, and Christian
fellowship among the members of the Church.

6th. That it belongs to the, Session to determine as to the election of
Elders and Deacons, whether as regards the time and circumstances
where such election may be necessary, or the number of those office-
bearers that shall be chosen, and to superintend the whole proceedings
therein according to the laws of the Church. It belongs also to the
Session to receive and accept the resignation ot Deacons.

Tth. That while it belongs to the Minister as pastor to summon the
congregation together at other times than on the Lord’s day, as he may
deem expedient, for the purposes of Divine worship, or for edification,
still it is necessary that all meetings of the Church for the consideration
of congregational matters, should be summoned by authority of the Ses-
sion, by citation from the pulpit on the Lord’s-day previous to the day
appointed for such meeting.

8th. The Session shall be convened by the Minister as often as he
shall see fit, or at the requicition of two Elders. The citation hall either
be from the pulpit or personally to each member.

9th. Two Elders with the Minister shall be a quorum, and no meel:
ing of Session can be held in the absence of the regula: minister; or, in
the case of a vacancy, in the absence of the interim Minister appointed
by the Presbytery.
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II. RESPECTING THE DUTIES WHIOH ARE COMMON To ELDERS
AND Dgacons.

1st. The Elders deliberate and vote equally with the Deacons in th
Deacor 8 Court. :

20d. Both Elders and Deacons may receive the Sabbath collections of
the people according to such arrangements as may be made by the Deas
con#’ Court.
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3rd. That for the better discharge of their peculiar duties respectively

88 well as with a view to increasee usefulness, both Elders and Deacons
visit the districts assigned to them,

4th. That it is competent for Elders to discha
Deacons, when a sufficient number
III. Re

Ist. That they
of the Church,

20d. That they attond to the gathering of the
lor the support of the Ministry ; and that they receive the donations
which may be made for other ecclesiastical purposes,

3rd. That they sttend to the poor of the Church,

4th. That they watch over the education of the children of the poor.

Sth. That they assist the Elders with their advice whether in session
or otherwise, when requested so to do.

IV. REspEcTING 7THE MEETING oF MiNisTERs, ErLpers
FOR THE SECULAR AFFAIRS oF THE CHURCH
BE CALLED THE DEacons’ Courr,
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s ; likewise to make special collections as often as may be necessary
i the temporal relief of poor members and the education of poor chil-
en ; also, to see that the annual collections, by appointment of the
fynod, for Missionary and other ecclesiastical 8,
ede, and transmitted to the General Treasurer of the Chureh.
4th. That the Deacons’ Court shall take special heed that the ordinary
i { the Church be exclusively applied to the defraying of
i ; and that for all extraordinary pur-
r the repairing of a Church or manse, or the
the property, special contributions shall be asked
om the congregation.
3. That while the Churoh is solely at the disposal of the Minister for
Il religious purposes, yet the consent of the Deacons’ Court 2s well as
the Minister, is necessary before any meeting, not strictly of a religious,
clesiastical, or charitable nature, can be held in it
6th. That the said Court shall have one or more Treasurers, and a
lork ; and a separate record for the minutes of s proceedings.
Tth. That the records of the Court with the Ty

bath collections offlle by

made by the Deas
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8th. That on some convenient day immediately following the attestati
of the Presbytery, a Congregational meeting shall be held, when the De;
cons’ Court shall present a report of its preceedings for the past year, ap
give such explanations and information as may be asked for, and receiy
any suggestions that may be offered by the members of the Church with re
ference to the future distribution of its funds. T he congregational mee:
ing shall be convened as directed by Sec. 1 No. 7, and the Minister, if pre
sent, shall preside, and in his absence any member of the Church who
the meeting may appoint. The proceedings shall be opened and clost
with prayer.

9th. That to the Deacon’s Court belong the appointment and dismiss:
of the Church Officer, and Door-keeper, and the nomination of quaifi
candidates for the office of precentor for election by the congregatio
The precentor shall be under the direction of the Deacons’ Court.

10th. That while it is inexpedient to evstain complaints or appea’
against the ordinary administration of the Deacons’ Court in secular an
financial affairs, the said Court is nevertheless subject to the review of th
Presbytery, in so far as it may take any step, or adgpt any resolution whicl
the Presbytery finds to be of a censurable nature, or in violation of an
enaciment of the Synod.

11th. In those Churches in which as yet there are no Deacons, the Synod
would again recommend the Sessions to constitute, as soon as may be
Deacons’ Courts in their respective Churches. Also, in the meantime
and until Deacons shall be elected, the Synod hereby appoints that th
above regulations, in so far as they are applicable to Deacons’ Courts
shall equally apply to the Session, in its administration of the revenud
and property of the Church.

12th. While it appears that in some churches it has been found bot
necessary and expedient, to commit to temporal committees, or trustees
or proprietors, the administraton of the secular affairs of the Chure
yet as these have no place in the scriptural constitution of the Precbyte
rian Church, they ought not to receive ecclesiastical sanetion as perma
nent arrangements: nevertheless, in all cases in which Deacons’ Cour
cannot be immediately substituted for such committees, the Synod ad
vises that they conform their precedure to the above rules for the regu
lation of Deacons’ Courts.

The following motion was agreed to, viz.,

The Synod having heard the overture read, and having heard alsg
various parties in support of it, agree to transmit it to Presbyteries fo
their consideration, with instructions to report their opinions regarding
it to the ensuing meeting of Synod.

The Synod then took up an overture from the Presbytery o

Hamilton, on the management of congregational matters. Thg
overture was in the following terms,viz:—

“ Whereas, some congregations in connection with the Synod of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada, and under the inspection of its Presby
teries, do commit the management of their congregational affairs to pew
holders, pew-owners, or subscribers, instead of communicants ; and
whereas the tendency of such practices is to bring the Church into bon
dage to the world :—Therefore, the Presbytery of Hamilton do hereb
respectfully overture the Rev’d. the Synod of the said Church, to order
that congregations, hereafter organized under the supervision of the
Presbyteries of the Synod, shall be organized ia consistency with the
word of God, and our sub-ordinate standards, giving the right of suffragé
and management only to communicants in good and regular standing
and that where the constitutions of existing congregations are at variane
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MiNUTES oF THE SyNop AT Loxpon, 1856.

with this rule they may be directed to conform to it in such a way as
shall be for the edification of the body of Christ ; and that special atien-
tion be directed to the Synod’s former actioa in regard to the formation
of Deacons’ Court.”

It was on motion made and seconded, agreed—

That the Synod, having hea:d the overture read, and also members of
the Presbytery of Hamilton in support of it, send it down to the Presby-
ies for their consideration, instructing them to report their opinions to
the next ordinary meeting of Synod.

The Committee appointed to draw regulations anent the exami- Regulations re-

i { ants presented a report in the {i 1 arms, viz., 8arding Exami-
nation, of btuqcnts presented a report in the following terms, viz., b
The Committee on the examination of students, beg to offer as deuts,

their report the following recommendations :—

I. That Presbyteries be enjoined to give attention to the thorough exa-
mination of students; and that no student shall be admiuted in any year
of his Literary or Theological course, to attend the clasges in Knox’s
College, without presenting to the Professors’ Court the certificate of the
Presbytery by which he has been examined; and further that before a
student is examined by a Presbytery, with a view to his receiving the
annual certificate, he must have resided for six weeks within the bounds
of the Presbytery : unless his own Presbytery testify that he was neces-
sarily prevented from appearing before them—in which case, it shall be
competent for a student to be examined by another Presbytery.

IL. That the Col ege Committee be instructed to draw out and publish
for the guidance of Presbyteries a programme for the examination of stu-
dents, indicating the attainments required from entrants, also from stu-
dents in the successive years of the curriculum.

III. That Presbyterios be, required to report annually to the Synod
through the College Committee, on the examination of students within
their bounds.

It was agreed to sanction the report and enact according to its
recommendations.

The stated collections were appointed in the following order,
viz., Collection for French Canadian Missionary Society, on lections appoint
3rd Sabbath of July. For Buxton Mission and Synod Fund, on ¢d-
3rd Sabbath of October. For Foreign Missions, on 2nd Sabbath

Quarterly Col

of January, and for Widows’ Fuand, on 3rd Sabbath of March. N i

The Synod appointed the Presbytery of Toronto to act asa Presbytery of |
Special Commission, together with the members of the Foreign Toronto eonsti-
Mission Committee, for the purpose of designating the itev. John
Laing as a Missionary to India on such a day as may be appoint-

by the Presbytery.

Commission*

On motion made and seconded, it was unanimously aereed.
) = )

That the thanks of the Synod be tendered to the office-bearers and Thanks to Offfee-

tuted Special |F

members of the Congregation, and other friends who have so huspitably bearers of Saine /B8

Andrew’s Ch'reh, )|
and friends imlf
Loadon. |

and kindly ministered 10 the comlort and convenience of the members
during the meeting of Synod.

After a suitable address, and the singing of the CXXII. Psalm
the Moderator announced that the business of Synod was now
over, and that the next ordinary meeting of Synod would be held

in Kingstea, and within Chaimers’ Church there, on the 2nd

Tuesday of June, 1857.

The Synod was then closed with the apostolic blessing Synod elosed.




-

!
l ' ? Rev. John Crombie, trans|
|

o

s,

APPENDIX.

ANNUAL PRESBYTERIAL REPORTS.

PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO. .

| The Presbytery of Toronto have to Report,
that on the 31st of October, 1855, the Rev.
James Findlay was loosed from the pastoral
eharge of the congregations in Whitby.
No other change during the past year.
Tuos. Wientmay, Pres. Clerk.

——

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.

License :

1. Mr. D. B. Pearce, liconsed to preach the Gos-
pel, on 18th October, 1855.
Ordinations :

i ; 1. Mr. John Crombie, probationer, ordained at

i Laguerre, 8th August, 1855,
| 2. Mr. Peter Currie, probationer, ordained at
Vankleekhill, 19(h Fcbruary, 1856,

B} Inductions :
! { 1. Rev. Ewen McLean,

¢ (ordained missionary),
inducted at Winslow, 1st September, 1855,

' 2. Rev. A. F. Kemp, formerly of Bolton, Eng-
land, inducted at St. Gabriel Sireet Church,
Montreal, on the 4ih September, 1855.

ated from Laguerre,

and inducted at Inverness, on 27th May,

: 1856.

4. Rev. William Scott, translated from St.

Eustache and Grand Frenier, and inducted
at St. Sylvester, on 28th May, 1856.
D. Fraser, Pres. Clerk.

—

PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON.

1 ' Certified List of cases of License, Ordination,
S | Induction,

Deposition, or Death of Ministers,
within the bounds of the Presbytery of Hamilton,
since the meeting of Synod at Mountreal, in June,
1855:

Ordinations :

1. Mr, Alexander McLean, probationer, to the
charge at East Puslinch, 14th Nov. 1855.

2. Mr. William Meclndoe, probationer, to the
united charges of Wellington Square and
Waterdown, the 21st November, 1855.

3 3. Mr. William Craigie, probationer, to the

united charges of Port Dover and Simcoe,

charge at Elora, 3rd June, 1856,
Inductions :

St. Catherines, 11th July, 1855.

Blenheim, 18th July, 1855.
M. Y. StaRk, Pres. Clerk,

PRESBYTERY OF LONDON.

INDUCTIONS.
Three inductions have taken place during the
past year, viz.:
1. Rev. N. Bethune, Thamesford.
2. Rev. J. Ferguson, Lobo.
3. Rev. J. Gauld, Moore.
DEATHS.

Rev. N. Bethune, 20th January, 1856.
Jonn Scort, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF BROCKVILLE AND
OTTAWA.

Two demissions have taken place in this Pres.
bytery, in the course of the past year, viz: Roy.
A. Melville, formerly of Pembroke, and Rey.
John McMurray, Brockville.

S. C. Fraser, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF COBOURG.

The Presbytery of Cobourg have to Report
that the Rev. James A. Thomson was ordained
on the 25th of July, as minister of Trenton, and
Murray.

J. Bowig, Pres. Clerk.

——

PRESBYTERY OF KINGSTON.

The Presbytery of Kingston Report, tha
during the past year they have released the Rev.
Robert F. Burns trom the charge of Chalmers
Church, Kingston, he having accepted a ctll
from St. Catherines. That they have aceepted
the resignation of Rev. James Rogers, of the
charge of Demorestville, and Rev. James W
Chesnut, of the charge of Madoc, and that the
have ordained the Rev. David B. Pearce as pas
tor of Chalmers’ Church, Kingston.

ath June, 1856,

WiLLian Grice, Pres, Cletk.

4. Mr. James Middlemiss, probationer, to the

1. The Rev. Robert F. Burns, to the charge at
2' The Rev. John Gillespie to the charge gt
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REPORT ON PUBLICATION AND
COLPORTAGE,

——

uve much pleasure in stating that active and
probationer, to the

ne, 1856.

bo Presbyteries in the distribution of a sound
heological Literature. ‘The
[ondon, Montreal, and Hamilton have had
olporteurs employed within their bounds to the
umber of 20 and upwards. There are now in
e field about 13—of whom several are students
fKnox’s College, who are employing a part of
je summer vacation in this good work. ‘I’hou-
nds of families have been visited during this
priod, and with the most ofthese the Colporteurs
v held religious conversations. Books to the
umber of many thousands have been sold 3
jefly the publications of Nelson & Sons, Car-
r & Brothers, and the Presbyterian Board of
Wublication, Philadelphia. In this way much
pecious seed of the kinglom has already been
atered, which may yet bring forth fruit thirty-
pid. ~ But those more immedately engaged
the work, feel increasingly the neeessity of a
tneral Board to superintend the conduet and
itension thereof, It is however to be distictly
iderstood that all the Colporteurs employed by |
¢ Board shail be under the direct ecclesiastical |
wervision of the Presbyteries in whose bounds |
ty are labouring —they beg leave 1o submit the i‘
|

s, to the charge at
y, 1855.

2 to the charge g
355.

'ARK, Pres. Clerk,

" LONDON.

8.

en place during the

sford.

nuary, 1856.
0TT, Pres. Clerk.

JCKVILLE AND
.

n place in this Pres.
)ast year, viz: Rer. lowing draft of a Constitution,
nbeske, aad Ker, Jraft of a Constitution laid before the Com-
mittee of Publication, and Ordered to
Printed and sent 1o the
mittee,

SER, Pres. Clerk.

be
Members of Com- j
[. Tue Syxop of the Presbyterian Church of |
mada, shall superintend and conduct the pub-
tation and circulation of religious books, design-
for general diffusion among the Churches un-
rits care. The immediate superintendence of
fis work shall be entrusted to u Commiitee ap-
inted for that puipose, to be called the Board
Publication and Colportage,” said Board to be
sctly amenable to the Synod,

II. The Synod shall,

COBOURG.

ter of Trenton, and

WiE, Pres. Clerk.

KINGSTON.

ston  Report, that

at ils present meeting,
e released the Rev.

et twelve Ministers and twelve Laymen as
embers of the Board of Publication and Colpor-
ige, who, at their first meeting, shall divide |
kmselves into three classes: the first class of
iht members shall serve for one year, the ge-
ud for two years, and the third for three years,
he vacancies occuring by the expiration of
e lerms 10 be filled up by election, at the an-
ul meeting of the Synod.— Each class after the
0 liret, serving for three years.

they have accepted
nes Rogers, of the
d Rev. James W
adoc, and that the
1 B. Pearce as pas
1gston.

::6, Pres, Clerk.

In presenting their Report your Committee
dlarged efforts have been displayed by some of

Presbyteries of

I1L. Tothis Board, under the direction and in-
struction of the Synod, shall be entrusted the su-
perintendence of the publication of works per-
taining to the History, Discipline, Government,
Doctrine, and General Religious Literature of
our Church. Also the circulation of similar re-
ligious works published by other parties, and
shall superintend and conduct the diffusion of such
books by Depositories and Colportage.

IV. The Board, at its first meeting afier the
annual meeting of Synod, shall elect a Secretary,
Treasurer, Agent, and Executive Committee, for
the ensuing year ; the Convener being elected
by the Synod, and he, together with the Secre-
tary and Treasurer
the Executive Committee.

V. The Executive Committee shall eonsist of
| seven Members, and the duty of said Committee
shall be toselect books,

submitted for publication

’ publication of such as may be approved, making
| all contracts for printing, binding, &e. ; to direct
| the work of colportage, and to take particular
) direction and manage

| of publication and di
trol and dire

and to superintend the

stribution, subject to the con-
ction of the Board,

VL. All property, whether in books,
or permanent funds, shall be held by the Board,
for the use and benefit of the Synod.

VIL. The seat of operations shall be in the City
of Hamilton, but the Commiitee shall have power
to locate Branch Depositories at any other place
which they may deem expedient,

VIIL. The financial operations of the Board

shall, in all cases, be conducted on cash
principles.

fixtureg,

—

BY-LAWS.

I
MEETING OF THE BOARD.

The Board shall meet statedly on the first
Monday of each alternate month, and shall hold
an annual meeting on the first Monday of the,
month succeeding the annual meeting of Synod.
Seven members shall constitute a quorum. Spe-
cial meetings may be called by the Convener,
notice of such meeting to be given to each mem-
ber of the Board. The following shall be the
order of business at each meeting :

1. Prayer.

2. Reading minutes of last meeting.

3. Do. do. Executive Committee,
4. Report of Secretary.

5. Do. Treasurer,

6. Do. Agent.

being (ex-officio) members of |

10 examine manuscripts | jf

ment of the whole matters |1}
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7. Unfinished business.
8. New Business.
9. Prayer.

IT.
DUTIES OF OFFICERS.

§ 1. The Convener.—It shall be the duty of
the Convener to take the general supervision of
the affairs of the scheme, to call special meetings
of the Board, to preside at meetings of Board
and Executive Committee, to enforce the by-laws
and preserve order. In the absence of the Con-
vener, the Board shall elect a Chairman, pro-tem-
pore, oa whom those duties shall devolve.

§ 2. Secretary.—It shall be the duty of the
Becretary to keep a fair record of the minutes of
the Boaid, and also of the Executive Committee,

and to conduct the correspondence of the
Board.

§ 2. Treasurer.—It shall be the duty of the
Treasurer to take charge of the funds of the
scheme, to pay all orders signed by the Agent,
and countersigned by the Convener, to report to
the executive Committee at each of their meet-
ings, or as often as called upon, on the state of
the funds, and to prepare an annual account up

to the first of May, for presentation to the
Bynod.

§ 4. Agent or Superintendent.—The Agent
shall take charge of the Depository keeping all
the property thereof in good order. He shall
take charge of all the publications, receive orders
from Colporteurs, Depositories and others, he
shall lay before the Executive Commiitee, at
each meeting, all bills and accounts against the
scheme, and debts, and see that the books and
accounts are properly kept ; He shall also eon-
duct the whole business correspondence of the
tcheme, and shall lay before the Execentive Com-
mittee what purchases and arrangements are ne-
cessary, as well as what books and tracts are re-
quired—no purchases and arrangements being
made by him without the sanction ot the Execu-
tive Committee.

§ 5; Ezecutive Committee.—T)iis Committee
shall meet on the first Monday of each alternate
month, being these months in which there are no
siated meetings of the Board. Five members
shall constitute a quorum.—~The order of business
shall be as follows :

1. Prayer.

2. Reading Mimutes of Jast Meeting,
3. Report of Agerit,

4. Do.. Treasurer.
5. Do Standing Committees,
0/~ De. Special Committees,
7. Unfinished Business.

8. New Busines\s.
9. Piayer,
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The Executive Committee shall decide on gl
works for publication and distribution, and in or.
der to read and revise such works as may be pre-
sented for publication, they shall appoint a stand-
ing Committee on Publications.

They shall conduct all arrangements with pub
lishers, authors, and others, in reference to th
preparing and publishing of tracts and books, an,
to this end they may, if deemed necessary, ap
point an editor to prepare such works for the pres
and to attend to the correction of the proofs..

The Executive Committee shall determin
prices, style for binding, and other arrangment
connected with publication.

All books, documents, or periodicals ordere
for publication by the Synod, shall be publishe.
under the supervision of this Committee.

The whole business of the Agent or Superin
tendent shall be under the supervision and con
trol of this Committee,

The Committee shall elect all the Colporteu
of the scheme from nominations made by th
Agent after trial and careful inquiry.

The Committee shall be empowered, if the
see necessary, to elect from their number Stand
ing Committees on Finance and Colportage,

The Committee shall keep a careful record «
their proceedings in a suitable book to be sut
mitted at each meeting of the Board.

1t
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MISCELLANEOUS,
§ 1. Each publication of this scheme tha
bear the imprint, ¢ Presbyterian Church of Canad
—Publication Board:” and a stamp bearing thi
imprist shall be prepared, with which all Look
purchased from other publishers shall be stamped
on one of the fly leaves. No book shall be thu
stamped that_has not been voted upon and
adopted by the Exccutive Committee, ard o
books without the stamp, except the eacre
Scriptures and Psalms and Paraphrases, authoriz
ed versions, shall be issued from the Deposito
ries
§ 2. The Burning Bush with the legend * e
tamen consumebatur” shall be imprinted on a
books and periodicals directly published by th
Committee,
§ 2. A discount of 20 per cent. shall be allow
ed on all cash purchases by Ministers, Theoldg
cal Students, and Sabbath Schools, and an ad
ditional discount of 3 per cent. on all purchase
by the same partics to the amount of £5 or v
wards. T
§ 4. All persons contributing ' at one time ¢
the amount of £12 10s., shall be allowed
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year's tracks and books for private distribution to
the amount of 5s. in value.

§ 5. Provision shall also be made in the case
of benevolent individuals wishing to effeet the
publication ot an approved work at a low price
that any contribution they may make for that
purpose will be applied so as to secure that end.

§ 6. The Agent shall be required to devote
his time to the interests of the Suciety, and shall
be-paid an annual salary of £—

While the Board cannot in the mean time un-
dertake any extended plan of publication, your
Committee beg leave to submit to the Synod the
following terms from Messrs. Nelson & Souns,
Edinburgh and Toronto.

“ York Chambers, Toront,
“ April 29th, 1856.

“ Terms offered to the Committee of Publica-
tion of the Presbyterian Church of Canada.”

“Thomas Nelson & Sons agree to supply the
Committee of Publication with the books named
in their catalogue at one-fourth off the reiail
prices.

“ The prices affixed to the specimens presented
are the mett cost to the Committee in currency ;
the retail price heing one-third above nett price.

“ Where an order for 200 or upwards of any
one book is given, the name, motto, or designa-
lion of the Committee, orany information the
Committee may desire, will be printed free of
extra charge, and no other imprint will appear in
the title page,

“ When an order for 500 or upwards of any
one book is given a reduction of 5 per cent. will
be made ; being in*all one-third off retail price
wnd 5 per cent. extra.

“And when an order for 1000 or upwards is
tiven a further reduction of 5 per cent. will be
made, being in all, one-third off, and 15 per cent.
exira,

“Thomas Nelson & Sons agree to publish
tny reprint of any existing book or original
work desired by the Committee, on the lowest
lerms consistent with good work, and to hold for
the Committee stereotype plates and engravings,
or other property connected therewith, and to
produce editions of such books when ordered in
the same ratio as the specimens presented, or
when such books are suitable for Thomas Nelson
& Sons general trade, they will offer for the copy
right and for permission 10 sell them.

* Also to furnish catalogues of their own pub-
Beations with the imprimatur of the Committee
M cost price, or will add any list of other publi-
sations at a slight advance at cost price,

“ Also to deliver in Toronto, free ot charge,
i orders received from the Committee,

|
|
|
|

| pend.

“ Accounts to be rendered 1lst January and
Ist July. An average credit of 6 months being
allowed,

“For Taomas Nersoy & Sons,
“James CampBsLL.
“T'o the Committee of Publication of the
“Presbyierian Church of Canada.”

Terms in many respects similar have been gub-
mitted by Messrs. Carter & Brothers of New
York. The Committee respectfully recommend |
that the Board be directed and empowered to
arrange fully with Messrs. Nelson & Sons as [
Synod’s Publishers, and to secure a supply of
such volumes published by Messrs. Carter &
Brothers, and the Presbyterian Board of Publi-
cation Philadelphia, as the Board may agree to
adopt according to the provision of the Constita-
tion.

Your Committee would add here that the ad-
vantages resulting from obtaining such a quan- |
tity of books as a general Synodical scheme will
render necessary, will go far to defray the ex-
penses of the Depository and the Agent’s sti-
The funds required from the Churches
being thus applied to the purely Missionary work
of the Board.

A reference from last Synod in regard to the
American Tract Society was taken up by your
Committee, and it was unanimously agreed that
there should be no conneciion, under presens
circumstances, between that Society and the
contemplated Board.

Your Committee further report :—That in ae-
cordance with the reference of the Synod Jast
vear, a book on the duties of the Eldership has
been earefully prepared, and is now under the
consideration of your Committea. They are au-
thorized further 10 say in behalf of the Commit-
tee on Ministers Libraries, that the provision
made in the Constitution for the discounts 1o
Ministers will, in a great measure, attaio the end
designed by that Committee.

Your Committee would further direct your
attention to the necessity of employing a Lay
Agency in the evangelization of these lands,—
Colportage is in the opinion of your Committee, ||
the safest, most efficient, and vconomical mode
of employing such ageacy. Those who have,
given themselves fully 1o the work, feel a grow-|
Ing conviction of its importance, as giving ae-
cess to Romish and other families, where the
door would otherwise be closed, as well as ear-
rying the Gospel to the remote district~ of our
land . where preach

teracting the profa
which is being scattered over our

g literature i
towns and |
hamlets, as well as for diffusing information as te 1y
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| the doctrines of our Church, and in time stregth- | cluded, the tabular statement hereto annexed
ening the faith of our people in our great and | would present even a more pleasing appearanes

characteristic doetrines.  All these considera- | than it now does, Still, an increase in one year}

tions give importance and value to the work, | of 2,531 members is matter of great thankfy).

il which the Committee earnestly and respectfully | ness :— -4

§| commend te the consideration of the Synod. made on former occa;

e nes have done their
Q
Davip Incris, Convener. s b §§§§§§’§ Ibnecn the cause why |
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' last Synod that twelve congregations had omitted RIS AR ST : Theresey.ég%q}{' hon
to send in their returns, and the Committee regret T TR R Pfelb;/tery,af 'chncl;
to state that, at least, an equal number are in de- == bi aion T TR Mini Al
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Hamilton ; 2—Wellesly, E. Puslinch. PR onoSn’ ud ggg ': 200

§ 1— . B = s y 300

%‘1?:10"1'6 1—Port Stanley o| 28| P5ER 222 | Value ofChurch's £300 « 400

L S|l S| veouasa

Itis to be noted that vacant congregations| =1 &0 | SESLZ2F . P th oy

are not included in the above list, that in the | [ thus appears that there is an increase in all e i us.ap%ears that |

| case of the Presbytery of Kingston, the minister | the items save the increase of members on the behon?dltnh‘ e am(;]um
|| of Gananoque is absent from the country, and | year, while the total increase of the membership, o pl 1at another
Il that the other places mentioned have since be- | as already noted, approaches nearly 3000, This QR°T® Pleasing state of 1
come vacant. Cartwright and Percy in the apparent discrepancy arises from the changes in ENOX'S
Presbytery of Cobourg are vacant. the congregations reported and not reported. Lt was reported [ast
( Tt will be seen from the statistical tables that It is graufying to notice the increase in the Wtions had failed to cont
returns have since been received from English | number of Congregational Libraries, and likewiss Theological Institute ;

! River, Gananoque and S. Cavan.) of Manses and Glebes. The Committee would tarnest appeals made

MEMBERSHIP. renew their recommendation that congregations @wported this year with
; . . would pay particular attention to these matters, lincrease of 4 in the wr
! 5““;:‘:(3::::'";? r:;:" r::'::bg::;ip,"‘:ﬂ:gﬁgg with a view to subserve their own improvement Mlberations of Synod in

d the comfort of their pastors.
the returns do not nearly embrace all the con- | 2P - A
(11| gregations. It is delightful to note progress in b By reﬁ;lrrm% to the felporl of last f”‘:r’é‘hm'g
| any department of the Church’s great work ; but | © Seen 'd o l? matena‘:g(l;o(ljagaty odl 27080'5
it i still more pleasing to record improvement a‘:pounle L™ e;]tween ithio .a“ f£90’0NI
#| in the spiritual element. The silver and the | ' |;yfea;‘rn r;ac ©s to within & trifle.o at
| | gold do not constitute the strength of any Church ::oull d tex‘::e:td '21%'315633“10“ Were pepoe
|| —its efficiency and permanency depend on the ¢ on
purity and spirituality of ite members. It may FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
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have abstained Kingston ; 1—Chalmers’ Church Kingston. |

Cobourg ; 2-—Baltimore. Trenton.
It is thus impossible to Toronto ; 1—Barrie,

\efit hereto annexeq
pleasing appearance
increase in one yeqy)
r of great thankfy).

Hamilton ; 9—N iagara, Paris,
made on former occasions, or whether Presbyte- |  Zondon ;s 4—Stratford, Woodstock, (Eng.)
w1 Mnes have done their duty. Shame, probably, has | Buxton Saugeen, f
= teen the cause why a report has not been given Although the number jn default is greater than %
g last year, yet the amount reported, as will be {I}
§ " STIPENDS, . seen in the subjoined table, exceeds considerably |
~ -] In the matter of ministerial support there is a the contributions of that year, b
. E fivourable and unfavourable phase, but, upon the {In point of fact the contributions for the ordj. |
| vhole, there is ground of encouragement. The nary College Fund are rather less than last year, |
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Toronto have reported no minister in the re- BUXTON MISSION AND sYNob rup,
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-
)
]
]

. l Increase in 1856

. | Cong’l Libraries,
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Hamilton; 4—Nassagaweya, Niagara, Paris,
| Blenheim.

Brockville and Ottawa, and London Presby-
teries have no blanks!

BURSARIES.

‘ The Synod has had its attention already call-
1l ed to the importance of this subject, and it is
I hoped that the tacts stated will have their influ-
! ence on the next year's contributions. Young
men of promise have ofien been deterred from
entering College, on account of their inability to
| meet the necessary expense. A few dollars
| from each of our congregations would greatly
il supplement the means of the student. Only seven
| congregations, within the bounds, have aided this
| fund. '
Montreal, Ramsay, Dundas, Galt, Knox's Chuich
Hamilton, St. Catharines. As the sums are
| scarcely noticeable in themeelves, they are added
Il to the mscellaneous in the following compre-
. hensive table :—
TABULAR STATEMENT, 1856.
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They are St. Gabriel Street Church, |

Those Presbyteries whose contributions this
year are less than those of last year, are marked
with an *

PRESBYTERY H M. FUND.

All the congregations in the€ Presbyteries of
Brockville and Ouawa, Kingston, and Toronto
have contributed to their respeetive local funds,
and the same may be said of the Presbytery of
Montreal. The congregations of Norwood in
the Presbytery of Cobourg, and Guelph and
Niavara in that of Hamilton have given nothing,
Saugeen is the only non-contributor in the
Presbytery of London.

tationers,

The following is a recapitulation of all the
contributions in the several Presbyteries :—
Montreal

Kingstan

BT T e

Toronto ..... Ry
HOMILON.vssvssvessronsase "
SONER I so 555 a5

3905
4876
7157
5096

Grand Total.......e.00v. ... £30,088

Last year the amount was about £25000—
there is vhus an increase on the year of at least,
£5000.

Hamilion, as last year, is the Presbyterv that
raises the greatest amount of money, and Knox's
Church, Hamlton, the congregation. The
amount contributed by this congregation, is
£1566, about £40 more than Cot& Street Church,
Manireal, the next in order.

The Commiitee in concluding their repon,
have pleasure in stating that the devotedness of
the ministers to missionary and pastoral work is
matter o thankfulness. With few exceptions
all the Pastors within the bounds visit the fumilies
of their congregations, at least once a year.
Bible classes and Sabbath Schools are found in
connection with almost all the congregatious,
and it is believed that few laborers are more
zealous and self-denying than the majority of the
minisiers of this Synod.  Your Cemmittee
would not overlook the Jesson taught by Paul
that “ God giveth the increase.”

The Committe would submit in an appendix
changes which they believe, would render the re-
port more full as well as less laborious in time to
come.

All the papers have now been gone over, and
the Commuittee feel that they are called upon o
to thank God, and congratulate the Synod for the
encouraging results that are educed. In all de-
pariments there has been an increase, and the
Committee believe they are warranted to hope
that our people will show the same diligence ia

lect.
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the’ Presbyteries of
1gston, and Toronto
speetive local funde,
f the Presbytery of
ons of Norwood in
, and Guelph and
have given nothing,
1-contributor in the

cation of progress.
rch now consists of 110 sett]e
ministers, about 20 ordained missionaries or pro
tationers, 1349 reported members
3000 average attendance on Sa
ipwards of £30000 for its various schemes,

i perty to the extent of at |

eas

In the name of Comnmittee,
8. C. FRASER.

—— P ——
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON

itulation of all the

tipends, divided by 110, would give each minis-
tler upwards of £125—an increase of £5 on the
year; and although the sum is

» upwards of
bbath, raising ‘advice.
and | from the Free

Correspondence was
teemed Missionar
of Scotland. Two circumstan
name, (1.) Heis k
bias to Foreign
and on one oc
had he not beer
Q) k

d

l

|

casion would have gone abroad
) hindered at the time by medical
Ie visited this country as a deputy
Church, and possesses the high
esteem of all who (ormed his acquaintance, or
enjoyed the privilege of his ministry. The Com-
mittee tendered 1o this brother the offer of an
appeintment as a Missionary to India from this
Church ; and, alter time for reflection and prayer,

t

|
|

et {he has expressed his willingness to go for us to
Prcsli}'lrrles~j FOREIGN MISSIONS. [ the work, I appeared doubiful to several mem-
------------- £g(1;g? i , | bers of the Committee whether sufficient power
............. 1-254 The Committee on Foreign Missions come be- | had been granted by the last Synod to conclude
.............. 3908 re the Synqd with a l’?“‘”““.d sense of the | the arrangements ; and the whok': question of
: 4876 mportance of the work tor_ which they were | the appolniment is now reserved fox: ll_ns Synod
""""""" . 7157 ppointed. It is their convietion that the Church | to determine. The name of the Missionary jn
. 5096 ‘n‘oudly cam:d to take an active share in the , Ht‘\.\' 1s at his own request not to btf mentioned,

i opagation of the Gospel among the heathen. | until the Syned resolve that an appointment shall
. . £30,088 freat as are the demands upon the people con- | now be made, If the Synod so resolve, he is

eeted with this Synod for the erection of Churches
nd support of Gos
lves, for Canadian Missions, and for the Theo-
igical College, the claims of the perishing world
kyond, cannot and must not be treated with ne-
fect.

[mpressed with the necessity of see
lidance in every step towards a Foreign Mission,
ke Committee immediately after the |ast Synod
%, tame 1o a resolution agreeing to spread this
huse before the Lord in simultaneous prayer on
fery Saturday evening. It is the humble per-
asion of the Committee that the favorable
ospect of an efficient Mission, w
fore the Church, is given in answer to prayer.

The work of the Committee has hitherto been
: ] aration and inquiry, No Mis-
aary has yet gone forth from the Church 1o
uwhen shores. For two years a great purpose
owed by the Synod has remained unfulfilled.
his has arisen from the difficulty experienced
inding laborers for this work who could be
red from the exigencies of our home field, and
ld command the confidence of all the brethren
%0 responsible an undertaking as the establish.-
utof a Foreign Mission. To the search for
b laborers the Committee have turned their
¢ful attention during the past year.

They held correspondence with a Missionary

merly in India, now residing in the United
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d Minister, a member of this
e if mentioned, would at once
command the approval of the brethren, has algo
Communicated to the Committee his willingness
10 g0 on this errand of salvation to those that
| are ready to perish. It is believed by the Com-
| mittee that the two brethren in view, the one
| from Scotland, but no stranger to Canada, the
other from Canada directly, would secure to the
enterprize the immediate confidence of the
and by the blessing of God, or-

ganize and conduct a judicious and zealous For-

eign Mission,
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which, not the Committee, but the present Synod
‘must answer.

The subject of ways and means is one which
the Committee have not neglected to consider.
The collection made for Foreign Missions has

beea mire liberal than that of any former year, ‘
Of this sum, £75 |

amounting to £651 9s. 3d.
have been remitted to the Treasury of the Free
Church of Scotland, at the express request of one
of the contributing congregations. But there
still remains in the Treasury a balance of £575,
which may either be invested as a safety fund
for contingent expenses, or be drawn upon to de-
fray the expenses of the outfit and passage of the
ministers and their wives.

The expectation seems to be no more than rea-

sonable, that when a definite mission is organized, |

tho liberality of the congregations under this

Synod will be moved in a much greater degree |
than could be looked for when a general and |
comparatively indefinite object was presented for |

their support.

Communications have been addressed to ths
Moderators of the Synods of New Brunswick,
and Nova Scotia, informing them of the views
of the Synod of Canada towards a Foreign Mis-
wion, and suggestiug that their Synods should
combine with this insuch an underiaking. No
answer has yet been received, probably because
the Synods mentioned have not yet met. But it
i8 pleasing to know that in tho Free Church of
Nova Scotia a warm interest has recently been
evinced in favor ofa Foreign Mission,

D. Frasgs, Convener.
—————

REPORT OF SABBATH OBSERVANCE
COMMITTEE.

The past year has been signalized by special
efforts on the part both of the friends and the
foes of the Sabbath. T'wo signal victories gained
in the Parent Country should be noted with
gratitude—the prevention of the epening of
places of public amusement in London, and the
removal of the bands from the gardens and
parks. While the fact that the one measure
was attempted, and the other partially and tem-
porarily carried out, indicates that the enemies
of the Sabbath will stick at nothing in order to
accomplish their ends, the repeated defeats
sustained by them as clearly indicate that the
seutiments and sympathy of the general com-
‘muonity were on the other side. The scene in the
British Parliament, on occasion of the Walm:ley

. motibn and the division vpon it, reveals a certain

megsure of soundness on tho question inthe hear
.,of oar father land. Political Gallios who care
,for ‘wone  of-these things, marking with acute

S———

eye the direction of the tide of popular opinio
have not had the hardihood to breas it,
given in the face of their own strongly avowe
private and personal views exhibit a consoug
ness on their part, that to act otherwise would
to forfeit the favour of their conetituents and 1
lose their seats of power. These tendencies .
progress at home are fitted to stimulate and ey
{ courage us, while from the tactics pursued o
both sides there we may derive important prag

tical lessons.

Your Committee are sorry that they canng
| report any material progress on the Sabha
| cause throughout our Province. On the cop
{ trary they have reason to fear, with the increase
{ncilities ol communication Sabbatl, desecratid

is proportionately on the inciease,

The unsettled state of political affairs h
operated seriously against the introduction
any Parliameutary measure on
Other public questions have had such prominen
given them and the political arena has been {
scene of such constant strife that the Sabba
question has been thrown into the shade.
still hope for its introduction before the close
the present session,

At the meeting of your Committee in Ham
ton last fall, certain practical measures were
solved on. In the January No. of the Record
short address was published respecting simull
neous preaching on the subject. In the Feb
ary No. another address was published enjoini
to a renewal of effort and suggesting cert
practical eteps. In the March No. a notice v
published pressing on Presbyieries, Sessions
Congregations the duty of memorializing gove
ment immediately for the abolition of Sabb:
labor in the public departments and on the
nals, with a model memorial and directi
appended.  Your Committee have reason
know that a partial response has been made
these appeals. The Synod’s memorials w
duly forwarded signed by the Moderator ¢
Clerk—separate memorials were also sent
your Committee. Several Presbyteries and
sions have taken similar action. Your Comn
tee would recommend

I. That the S8ynod memorialize again, ifit
found necessary, and that Presbyteries, Sessi
and Congregations, which have neglected
duty be instructed to attend to it.

Il. Meetings should be convened throug
the Province, that by direct oral appeals the's
ject in its more public and practical bearing
be pressed on the notice of the community.
euch meetings petitions may be submitred
signed by the Chairman and Secretary in n
of the meeting.

Vot

the subjed

HI. Tracts pithy a
vard’s Sabbath Mar
gnew, and Kingsbu;
Btial volume of kissay;
il the leading Evang
e Prize Essays by
widely circulated.

—

antage _o! by Ministe;
e pemlcluus views
ket and to dissemipat
iral character,  Youy
pend 1o the Comui
feligion 10 keep this
Fly Sheets”

V. Members of Pa;
ith on this question
very legitimate infla,
far upon them,

VI. Deputations migl
visable) 1o deal with
ompanies,

VIL. Sabbaih Defene
med  all over the Py
ide to secure the fo
ibbath Alliance,
VIIL. Sessions are ox
ibfully with members
oos of the Subbaih lay
il visiting, and the lik
h'.ng or:m.mcvs, or re
flies who are ensaged
o Lord’s day, ¢
IX. Your Committee
nd that a list of quer
1852 be again sent to
scially bearing on the -
secration and the mean
d that the substance .
d in next year’s repor
XL. That the tnird .
retofore,
taching on the subject,
. Your Committe
inisters, Sessions, and
tere there is Sabbaih
r_ailwafys, to adopt all ¢
"ew of getting a sto
XIII, YourCommil{Lz
sade being undertaken
parent country, your
q:end to the Synod, t,
lolning with the friend.
ipetent way in withstar
V. Your Committa
the recommendation



APPENDIX. 5 i

——

de of popular opinio HI. Tracts pithy and spirited : books like Ed- = 1853, « that inasmuch as the eause cannot ibe

d to breast it. Voreflf*8d’s Sabbath Manual, Waserbury, Dwighi, successfully prosecuted without the Divine bless-
own strongly avowed80eW, and l\lngsbul'y on !htf Satbath: the epe- Ing, and union for prayer is specm'l!y needed and |
s exhibit a consongl®! volume of Essays by dlsunguls_hed Ministers | fitred 1o prove highly beneficial, in order to that )
act otherwise would b lll()‘ ]t‘udl{lg Evangelical denominations, ag | biessing being secured, an hour monthly, say '
ir conetituents and e Prize Essays b_y: ‘\\_zorkmg men, should be | hetween 7 and 8 P. M. on the last Saturday of
There tendencies’ widely circulated T'his might be very easily | cvery month be thus << apart by all the office-

d to stimulate and ey hrough our gystem of Col- | bearers and members of nh_‘is Church.
10 tactics pursued of V. Tt 3 L Roserr F, Burns, Convener.
erive important prag . The Irv.-s_shoul«l be largely taken ad- —_——.
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yvince. Ou the pral character, .\““'f Committee wou YEAR ENDING 3ist MAY, 1856.
ear, with the increase “,‘d, 1o the (.mn‘n.nm.( e on the i
1 Sabbath, desecrati 0,“‘-'“25‘ " ,'f‘"’l’ this 1 The work entrusted to 1he care and oversigh ¢
nciease, Uy h‘m‘l's s ' | of your Committee, is one of great extent and
[ political affairs | V. ‘““”“’_“'5 of l"‘rl“““&‘”f fh\"l“' be dealt | Importance, and its magnitude is growing from
t the introduetion ith on _'I“-“ (1'Ir“t|">n by their ;y:-;lr o year. Several settlements have taken
uro on  the subjed'eTY legitimate influe [ Place within the bounds of the several Presby-
¢ had such prominen "{,r[u"i)“ them, ; s | to which more special reference will be
al arena has been (j ' 1 )“‘“”"”"”""“”‘l!'f be appointed (if deemed | made in courso of the Report.  But while these
ife that the Sabba ”‘u"lf') 10 deal with Government and Railway | settlements have taken place, lessening at some
into the shade. Vg@/MPanics. ek | barticular points the spiritual destitution, the
on before the close [l VII. Sabbaih Defence Associations should be | pressure of which we have so extensively ex-

med all over the Province, aud an effort be | perienced, the field calling for missionary ageney
Committee in Ham@ld® to secure the formation of a Provincial | is on the whole as large as ever ; indeed, in con-
cal measures were ficbath {\”“'“00- ’wque-n('u of the advancing seitlement of the
y No. of the Record '””' Sessions are oxhorted to deal firmly and [ country and the opening of new mission statione,
d respecting simuldibfully l“"‘“ mewmbers who are guilty of viola- | its extent has increased rather tban diminished.
ibject. In the Febdlhs pf_ the Subbaih Iz}W, such as travelling, so- ‘ At the same 1ime the Committee have the pleag-
as published enjoini il visiting, and the like

: ; and not to admit to | ure of announcing to the Synod, thatat the last
nd soggesting certg@ling ordinances, or roiain in their enjoyment, | meeting of the Home Mission Committee, pretty
arch No. a notice wilt"'ies Who are engaged in ungec for meet ng the existing

A essary labor on | full provision was made
shyeries, Sessions affi#e Lord’s day, ‘ | destitution, at least much more a'mple provision
memorializing govedll IX. Your Commmee. would further recom- than on any former occasion, the demands of
- abolition of Sabb “d_'h‘" a list of queries similar to those ent | most of the Presbyteries having been met by (he
ments and on the IS"Q be again sent to -\ll_llbl".fs and Sessions, | Home Mission Committee, At the meeting of
norial and directi c"’“)f bearing on the various forms of Sabbath | the Comumittee in the end of October, there were
ittee have reason jFécration and the means used for their removal, only eighteen missionaries for distribuiion among
ase hes been wadd dl.hat the substance of the answers be embo- | al the Presbyteries of the Church. These were
od’s memorials wiilt!d in next year’s réport. ; distributed as equitably as possible, but the sop-
y the Moderator ¢ XL That the third S""’”l”l_ in .]anuary, s | ply was very inadequate, five being the largesg
Is were alo' sdil retofore, be devo{cd to special simultaneous number assigned to any Presbytery, while twice
| Presbyteries and Silitaching on the subject, ‘ that number would have been a meagre enough
ction.  Your ComnXIl. Your Committee would recommend to f supply. At the meeting in the end of April, the
inisters, SL‘?SIOQS‘ and Presbyteries in districts Committee on making up its list found atits dis-
orialize again, ifitJi%re there is Sabbaih desecration on canals | posal, forty-siz labourers in all,—sizteen preach-
Presbyteries, Sessid !&llways, to.adopl all competent measu:es'wuh ors and thirty students.
h have neglected {l'ew of getting a stop put to such desecration.

id recoin-
Revival of
N view in the proposed

consiituen's
nce should be brought 1o

| teiles,

N ! It is gratitying that so many labourers wére
d 10 it. XIII, Ypur Committee in the eveat of any new | available for supplying the special destitution so
convened througifii®ade being undertaken agninst'lhe Sabbath ia lamentably prevalent, We trust that by the
ct oral appeals the's your Commmee would re- blessing of God we shall be able henceforth to
| practical bearing fggnmel y ) ) overtake the work more fully than in former
f the community. I )

years. For this supply we are indebted in part

may be submitted 0 : . to the Churches in Scotland and Ireland, having
ind Secretary in v@AIV. Your Commiuge would finally eall to received from the former church, four ministers
d the reeommendations 10 the.Syned in Juoe | and tbree students ; and from the latter; shree
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ministers, A pretty constant correspondence has
been kept up by the Convener of the Committee
with the Rev. Mr. Bonar, and the Rev. Mr, Mc-
Lure. Both of these excellent friends hold out
the prospects of a larger supply of labourers than
wo have hitherto received. But while we grate-
fully acknowledge our obligations to these
churches, it is right to notice that the supply has
been mainly from our own College. As stated
above, thirty of the missionaries are students of
Knox’s College, and of these eight have just com-
pleted their curriculum, and will forthwith be
admitted 1o their public probationary trials. Of
the studente now employed as catechists or mis-
gionaries, some are at a comparatively early
stage of their course, although none have been
emiployed who are not regarded as suitably quali-
fied for the important work. But the Committee
believe that very soon now it will not be found
necessary to press into the service any of the
students except those of the most advhnced
class, for, while there are some advantages, there
are also disadvantages affecting the students
themselves, connected with their employment as
missionaries at an early stage of their Theological
course.

The Committee would now advert briefly to
the condition of each of the Presbyteries, begin-
ping in the East with the Presbytery of Montreal.
In this Preshytery three ministers have been
settled during the past year, namely Mesers.
Crombie, Kemp, and Currie.  There are at
present three vacant Congregations, viz., Martin-
town and Williamstown, St. Eustache and
Grand Freniere, and Laguerre. There are also
three mission stations where the congregations

are fully organized, viz., Lingwick, Kenyon, and
Port Neuf; and four stations requiring supply
but where the congregations are not as yet or-
aanized, viz., Grenville and Harrington, Finch,
and Chateanguay Basin. Six missionaries are at

present labouring within the bounds of this Pres- |

. bytery, supplying these various stations.

P

Percy and Alnwick, where Mr. Tait, Prob
tioner is now labouring.

there are now five charges vacant, which fo
merly enjoyed a stated ministry, viz., Secoq
Congregation, Toronto,—Markham,— Whitby,
Brock and Reach,—Caledon and Erin.
are all anxious to obtain Pastors. Some of the
are row taking steps for ohtaining settled mini
ters, and some, especially the Second Congregd
tion, Toronto, have for some time been anxiou:
seeking to obtain a Pastor to watch {for the
souls.

4. Presbytery of Cobourg.—In this Presbyte

there has been one pastoral settlement during 1h ;
year, viz., Mr. Thomson at Trenton and Murnfll.. ™"} Sptenstve. 5
There is at present only one mission field, vizlll ree settlemen
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5. Presbytery of Toronto.~In this Presbyt

Thes

Besides these Congregations at prese
vacant, there are also congregations ready
settlement at Boston and Milton,—Mono af
Caledon East,— St. Vincent and Euphras
and we might perhaps add Nottawasaga a
Sunnidale. The following stations are also i
poriant and require missionary labour, viz :—C
lingwood which is fast becoming a town of i
portance, from its relation to the traffic of La
Huron and the far west by the Northern Ra
road,—Artemisia, Medonte, Flos and, Oro, R
sor’s Corners, Markham, and Weston and Lan
ton. During the winter most of the places,
cept some of the more remote, were supplied
the Students of Knox’s College. There aren
labouring, within the bounds of the Presbyte
ten missionaries, No eettlements have tal
place in the course of the year, but several ¢
gregations are at present taking steps to
ministers.

6. Presbytery of Hamilton.—In this Preg
tery several settlements have taken place s
last Synod, viz., Mr. Burns at St. Catheri
Mr. Gillespie, at Blenheim, Mr. McLean, at B
Puslinch, Mr. MecIndoe, at Wellington Sq
and Waterdown, Mr. Middlemiss, at Elora,
Mr. Craigie, at Port Dover and Simcoe. }

withstanding this large addition to the nun
of settled ministers, there are still three org
ized congregations destitnte of a settled minig
viz., Dunnville, Berlin and Woolwich,
Doon and New. Hope, besides fifteen other

2. Presbytery of Brockville and Ottawa.—In |
this Presbytery there are at present three vacant \
congregations, viz , Brockville, Pembroke, and |
Edwardsburgh. There are seven organised con- |
gregations requiring supply, and one station not |
yet organized. To this Presbytery six mission- | tions requiring supply, at most of whicht
aries have been assigned. | are large congregations, and many ma

3. Presbytery of Kingston.—In this Presby- | regarded as ripe for settlement. 'l'~1n'sc
tery there are three vacant congregations, viz., | tions are the following, viz:—Allansville,
Demorestville, Melrose and Roslin, end Madoc. | pole, Wellesley, Marybourough, Jarvis, D
Besides these there are two stations in the | Sullivan, West Puslinch, Mount Forest, Dur
neighbourhood of Kingston, viz., Storrington and | Bentinck, Glenelg, Garafraxa, Normauby,
Ballinahinch, ‘One settlement has taken place,| Grimsby. A large proportion of these st
during the year past, viz., Mr. Pearce, who suc- | would be gelf-sustaining under the charge ol

. eeeded Rev. R. F. Burns, as Pastor of Chalmers’ | gent and efficient labourers. At the meell
Church. Three missionaries are labouring within | the Home Mission Committee, €leven m
the bounds of this Presbytery. aries were assigned to this Presbytery.
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Presbytery of London.—Within the bounds
this  extensive Presbytery, there have
tn three settlements since last meeting
Synod, by Rev. N. Bethune at Thames-
d, Rev. Mr. Ferguson at Lobo, and
v. Mr. Gauld at Moore. Oge of these, the
v. N. Bethune has since been translated, as
he have good ground to hope, to the
urch above, leaving a sorrowing congrega-
7, and a bereaved partner. There are at
sent 4 vacant congregations, viz., Thamesford,
Thomas, Fingai, and Plympton. Besides |
se, there are at least ¥ g congregations and f
fions requiring supply, seventeen of them be- |
fully organized, viz., Tilbury, Ridgetown,
illacetown, Chalmers’ Church, Yarmou h,
rchester, Westmunister, Port Burwell, Beach-
Bosanquet, Dunwich, St. Mary’s, |
ichell, Wawanosh ; Huron, and Ashfield, |
cardine, and Bruce, the ten, which are not |
ly organized but many of them large and im-
ant, are the fnllmv;ng. Windsor, Mersea,
illaceburgh, Wardsville, Komoka, and South |
rradoe, East Zorra, Enniskillen, Morning- |
,Clinton, Grey, and Morris. Nine Mission- [
5 were assigned to this Presbytery, a mem- |
not fully adequate for overtaking the work,
still affording more ample
o afforded before,
Ve have thus gone over the various Presby-
fes of the Church, and from the short sketch
ich has been given, it will be seen, that there
at present, 56 organized congregations, and
slations, many of them, however, ready for |
nization and settlement, while there are but
Preachers and ten students ready for |

supply than has ever |

Sise,

lour Commiittee have pleasure in being able
sate that, throughout the church generally |
per interest is felt in tho Home Missions of
Church, than was felt and manifested at |
time. Inall the Presbyteries the supply of |
litute congregations and stations is looked ,‘
" as a duty of primary importance. Al |
t every Minister gives some portion of his |
to this work, and so far as we know this |
tot grudged by the various congregations. |
the present scarcity of labourers, much might |
one, and much is done by the systematic
s of members of the several Presbyteries,
sionary meetings are held throughout most
® congregations. In some quariers these
as yet been only partially successful ; but,
believed their beneficial influence is very
trally acknowledged,

our Committee will not occupy the time of
Synod with many suggestions; but, would
' the matter in the hand of the Synod.

|
|

| Synod, the propriety

There are, however, two or three things,
to which reference may be made in a few words,
1. The Committee would put in view of the
Synod, to recommend strongly to the several
Presbyteries to use all diligence in looking after
the new slations, organizing them as soor, a
possible, and ordaining Elders where it is prae-
ticable. In some cases loss has been sustained

| by a want of timely attention to these things.
| Indeed, in the larger Presbyteries, it

is a ques-
tion whether a general or travelling Missionary
might not be advantageously employed in vigit-
ing stations, organizing, and dispensing the
sealing ordinances,

2' The Committee would suggest the desir-
ableness of the Synod soon giving its attention
to the re-arrangement of the bounds of Presby-
teries,

3. The Committee would suggest to the
of recommending to Pres.
byteries to raise the allowance hitherto given
to students employed as Missionaries. Hitherto
the allowance has been £25, with Board, during
the summer vocation. The Committee agree
in thinking that £30 would be now little enough
for the Students. The Committee also would
suggest to the Synod to recommend to Presby-
teries to transact with congregations on the one
hand, and with Missionaries on the other, so a;
to save them from any loss, and from being
placed in an awkward, and unpleasant position,

4. The Committee, adverting to the circum-
stance that at the meetings of committee some of
the more distant Presbyteries are scarcely ever re-
presented, would suggest that Presbyteries should
consider it their duty to defray, out of their
Home Mission Fund, or otherwise, the expen-
ses of those whom they may depute to appear for
them at the meeting of the Committee, so that
every Presbytery may be represented,

5. The Committee recommend that, while
correspondence should stil] be kept up with the
view of obtaining Preachers from the parem
charches, attention should specially be given to
the seeking out of young men for our owp
College, which must be regarded as essentially
connecled with the right cultivation of our
Home Mission Field. With God’s blessing on
this institution, and with his blessing on the
labors of his servants throughout the church,
may we not look for the time, when the wilder-
ness and solitary place shall be glad,and when
the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the
rose ?

W. Rem, Convener,
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know as well as the

of this great country,
tongregations or ind
blessed with larger w
young men who are w
meeting the expenses
the years of their atte
necessarily abandon th
worldly gain, or if ¢
towards their support
of Teachers or Cate
ments seldom place

need of aid from other
which, to, the loss of
honourably desirous ¢
either interrupt their

or suffer in their hes
labours. While, ther
itis to cherish the epir
in students as well as

the ministers and congregations. It may be
stated however, for the information of all, that
in the preliminary classes supériniended by Mr.§
Smith, the students were exercised in Engligh
Grammar, and grounded in the Latin and Greek
languages and Mathematics Piofessor Young
conducted the third year's students in the study
of Logic and Metaphysics ; and the students of
the fourth year, or first year of Divinity course
in the department of the evidences of Revealed
Religion. The Divinity Cluss, in the two latter
vears of the six years’ course, were conducted by
Dr. Willis over the field of Systematic.7 heology
He also’ superintended the studies in Biblical
Criticism, and Hermeneuties, and in Church
History (as to the Text books, &e., several par-
ticulars in the Report being already published jn
the Record for February last, are omitted here.)
It is only necessary to advert 1o the great va
riety of duties assigned 10 euch Professor 1o make
manilest the necessity for some add vion to (he

In presenting their Report for the year, your
Committee may be expected 10 advert to the
change which has occurred since last meeting of
Synod, by the transference of the seat of study
to Elmsley House. We believe that the trans-
action which was gone into for the purchase of
that building and the adjacent ground, has met
with general approval. A departure from the
noigy, and now altogether unsuitable locality in |
Front Street, had become necessary ; and the |
premises recently eecured, if not possessing all
the adaptations of a new structure, had the ad-
vantage of providing, at once, accommodation for
the lodging of Students, in combination with a
tetited and very healthful position. The site
chosen is also most eligible by its proximity to
the University College, at which so many of the
Students attend for the sake of their prelimpary |
education. The far greater number of the young |

e re—

————

T me——

! L" inen reside, as before, under one common roof professorial staff, as ~con as meansthali be found@ bt accord in the s
kit ‘ A certain proportion provide themselves with | torit. The existing Professors undertake for sofl #2¢8, and assert the
¢

lodging elsewhere ; but the advantages of such |

muliifarious a charge, only while vo other pro-g When they remind their

a central domestic establischment are o appre
ciated by the Students generally that your Com-

wmittee do not hesitate to recommend such addi-
tions to be made in the building as may provice
lor the accommodation of a laiger number of |
inmates ; and suggéstions with this view will |
be submitted by the Building Committee of the |

synod. It must be mauifest to all that the com

lorts of a home during their winter terms of

siudy cannot be easily found on the more priva e
or dispersed system, at a rate euited (o the
means of our young men; and it was snl‘sfut'l(n)
1o the Committee to be able, though not withou
help from the Bursaiy fund, to arrange with the
head of the College Boarding House, for teim:
of admission"that may be regarded as economi-
cal in these times.
tor this purpose, to the extent of one hundred
posads,

Passing from more external matters to the
#tate of the Seminary itself and the business of
the late Session, it may be mentioned that the
number enrolled in all the classes amounted 10

That fund they drew upon,

vision is made ; but the Committee continue to
anticipate as highly desirable the circuniseribing
of the daties of each chair~ a thing not more
reasonable towards the Teachers in respect ¢
their comfort, than in 1espect of their efficiency
or their power of concentiating their energies on
their special departments.

The result of the Session, of most immediate
interest 1o the Chuieh, is, that eight students are
reported to have finished their curriculum, and
have been eernified to their reepective Preshyte
ries to be taken onthe usual trials for license
and, that, in addition 1o these, the serviceso
twenty studenis as Catechists, have been place
atthe disposal of the Honie Mitsion for the pre
sent summnier,

One student, recently from Scotland, had
joined the senior Theology class, with the viey
of eompleting his course, which he had beed
presecutivg at Edinburgh, but had to leave Col
lege, early in 1he Session, from indisposition
The delicate constitution of anuiher, who, sfte
an in erruption of some years, had thooght of re
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fifty-six, incloding. Theological Students proper,
and & larger proportion in the under-graduate
list. A few are also included, who as yet atend
only on classes at the University College, though
announcing themselves prospectively as Theologi-
cul Btudents of Knox’s College.

| The arrangements of the classes, and the dis-

|, tribution of the work of teaching, are known to '

.. nany of the members of the Synod ; very full | est themselves in its welfare and the extension o

information on these particulars having been | iis usefulness. One means is by exciting p

’\ given through the Record, so generally read by | and talented youthe to dévote themselves to

suming his studies at our Institution, was found
not to admit of his close application to the work
on which his heait was bent.  'With these excep
tiong,beth Professors and Students were fuvoured
by Providence with general good health.

Your Commitiee have still 10 renew the ex
pression of their desire, that ministers and othe
Iriends of our Seminary would eontinue to inter

benevolent appropriatic
individualizing their aic
fund generally, we feel
& considerable class o
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tervice of Christ in the Gospel. Yourselves
know as well as the Committee the necessities
of this great country. Another is, by stimulating
songregations or individuals whom God has
blessed with larger worldly substance, to assist
young men who are worthy of encouragement in
meeting the expenses of their educaiion, During
the years of their attendance on the elasses they
necessarily abandon the opportunities of acquiring
woridly gain, or if capable of doing something
towards their support by engaging in the work
of Teachers or Catechists, still such engage-
ments seldom place them entirely beyond the
need of aid from other sources.

)

either interrupt their attendance at the classes
or suffer in their health by their multifarious
labours.  While, therefore, aware how desirable
itis to cherish the spirit of laudable independence

ia students as well as others, your Committee |
but accord in the sense of the Church in all|

ages, and assert the result of all experience,
when they remind their fellow Christians addicted
to good works, that no offering of Christian love

is more called for thaz the proffering of aid to |
young men struggling with narrow circumstances, |

jet with honest purpose, choosing, from love 1o
Christ and to souls, a vocation yielding no present
temporal return, however rich in the prospect of
#piritual returas in due season.

In this conviction your Committee have much
pleasure in acknowledging the continued liber-
tlity of individuals and congregations to the
Bursary fund. Some congregations have charged
themselves with the entire support of one or more
students, whom they may be aid to have sent to
the College. It may not be 100 much to expect
that some others may be induced to follow their
good. example, and it they will put them-
gelves in communication with our Treasurer,
he will be happy 10 supply them with al|
information-on the subject. Parties thus charging

themselves with the suppurt of a particular student |

take a
and may be able

from their own locality, may possibly
livelier interest in his progress,

1o estimate more precisely the result of their| in these capacities in connection with our Insti-i
|

benevolent appropriations. But whether by thus
individualizing their aid, or contributing 1o the
fund generally, we feel that in whole or in part,
t considerable class of students must Jook for
tncouragement to other sources than either their
own scanty means, or those of their immediate re-
lnives; and we know few ways, in which
Christians whom the Lord has prospered, can
betier manifest interest in the prosperity of the
Church,

It now remains that we should indicate briefly

| been last mentioned, it may be

Ca:es occur in |
which, to, the loss of the Chureh, young men, |
honourably desirous of maintaining themselves, |

] seems to have come, W]n‘n

2

| ment, it has been suggested
the duties of that depurtment, Mr. Smith, or the

| party undertaking that charge, might still rend.r

| valuable supplementary service under the diree- |

y

the points to which the Commirtee would sog-

gest that the attention of the Synod should be
turned. '

o . R e T

First, in immediate connection with what has |

well to consider

if any thing definite could be effected to increase

the Bursary fund, or to enable
the expenses of their education without harassing
anxiety, In reference to the same subject ‘the
question of increasing the allowance to those em-
ployed during summer as Catechists
doubt be considered.

Secondly,

students to meet |

will no |

- . 'Y )’
provision being now made at Unj- |

versity College for the preliiminary education of ',
the young men, on a plan that meets the case ‘

ol our entran's more than heretofore » the tume |

: |
embrace in the internal plan of Knox’s College, |

arrangemen)s for giving instruction to students
in the first year of their literary course,
what has all along been in view, the making of |
our own College a purely Theological Institution,
18 so much nearer
wishes expresse
tified.

But, though the office of a
perseded, yet on the supposition that some one
18 still required to head the boarding establish-

that in addition te |

tion of the Professors’

Court, in the capacity of
a private Tutor to such

of the students as may

it is unnecessary to |

"

Thos i

o being realized, and the p
d at last meeting of Synod gra- |

Tator is ‘thus se- |

require his assistance, from their having enjoyed !

less advantage in their particular localities for *
making the usual preparation for College. “I'his
instruction, however, will not be undersiood by the

curriculum, or as superseding attendance at same '
time at University College ; nor as being meant
by us to encourage students 1o negloct to take
advantage of grammar scliools, whore provided,

previous to their coming up to the College seat.

Tne 8yaod will feel it right 10 consider on whay
be retained

terms the present Tuior may still
tution.

Another subject to which we respectfully clll‘
attention, is the examination of students i
as regards the respective shaies of 1esponsi
which should be borne by the College Commitee,|
and by Presbyteries ; secondly, as regards the
proposal ot a Central Board of Examiners,

In connection with this, a desire, jt may
stated, is felt that the relations of the Colle
Committee generally to the Theological "Takt
tute, should be more precisely defined. g

i

| students as constituting any part of the required !
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Again, it may be necessary to pass more spe- ( of the vacant ground, now the property of the

cific rules, defining the limits within which stu- Chureh, for the erection of dwelling houses for
dents should be required to act as Catechists or | the Professors. The great advance in the rate
Missionaries, while yet in the course of their edu- | of rental on houses in Toronto, as well as on the
cation. Especially, the demands on their services | expense of living generally, will recommend some
during the College Session have, it is felt, been | such proposal ; and the Committee doubt not that
carried to a degree injurious to their progress | the whole question of College repairs, or buildings,
Considering the larger number of preachers now | will be entertained with the same spirit of liber-
available for the work of the Church, it becomes ality which has already called forth such prompt
a question whether any other than the senior | compliance with the proposal to purchase a Col-
students should be called on for such service at | lege property, instead of continuing to depend on

all ; ard as to them, it seems expedient ihat the | leased premises.
amount of service to be expected, or even per- If at length, a call is made on the Chureh, for

mitted to be undertaken by them, should be dis- | exertions on a larger scale in behalf of its Theo.

tinctly  understood.

still more frequently.

appropriate studies.

A rule existed in former | logical Seminary, it wili at least be allowed that
years by which students were not expected to go | the parties more immediately interested forbore,
out to supply churches more than six Sabbaths |from year to year, to prese the claim for better
during one sessisa. This has been greatly exceed- | accommodation than tho-e leased premises af-
| ed. Indeed,duriag last winter, some students were | forded ; deferring to the convenience of the Sy-
engaged preazhing every alternate Sabbath, or nod, and to the other objects of common interest
The long journeys dcea- | which seemed to have a prior claim on the
eionally lost them opportunities for receiving valu- | Chureh’s attention. The exeitions now expected
able instruction at the classes; and labours in | have not been asked till afier the means and re-
| the city or its vicinity also deducted from their | sources of the Church have been greatly increas-
time and power of applying their minds to their | ed ; it being not 100 much to assume that oy
A considerable addition to | congregations have been sharing in the general
their distractions in this way arises from applica- prosperity of the Province. And, finally, it is sa
tions being often made to them directly, which tisfactory to your Committee, that all these sug
the young men are averse to decline, rather than | gestions come before a Synod now largely com
convinced that it is their duty to comply with | posed of former pupils of the Collegiate Instituta
them. It seems essentially necessary that there | for which we are now reporting ; who know itg
should be an end of such interferences ; and that, | desiderata, as well as appreciate its value, an
besides re-establishing some such rule as formerly | who will not fail to'sustain it by their active
existed, it should be understood that all appli- | exertions and prayeis.
cations for extra service by any student, in the M. WiLLis, Convener,
way of supplying pulpits of Ministers, should be —_——
first submitted to their Professors, and only al-
lowed with their approbation and consent, BUXTON MISSION, PRESENTED ATl
The Committee anticipate on another point THE MEETING OF SYNOD IN LON
the ready assent of the Synod; that is, as re- DON, JUNE 161n, 1856.
gards the change required in the time of com- —
mencing and closing Session term. In order to In presenting the Sixth Annual Report, of th
accommodate our arrangements to those of Uni- | Buxton Mission to the Synod, we would, first
versity College, it has become necessary to sub- | al|, acknowledge with thankfulness our indebted
|8 stitute 1st Octdber for 1st November ; and by | ness to Almighty God, for the measure of sue
substituting 1st Apiil for 1st May, the students | cess, which has attended our labours during th
will still be available for the same proportion ef | past year, and for the support graciously vouch
| the year as before, for the work of Missionaries | sated #o us, in the midst of many trying difficu
3l or Teachers during vacation. Of course, the pre- |ties. The year that is Jjust passed has been on
| sent summer is an exception, the recess being |of great pecuniary embarrassment to the infas
@l shorter for this time by one month, on the snp- [settlement, where the mission is located ; th
| position of our re-opening on lst October next. | has prevented the settlers from giving that cordi
It only remains to advert again,in the close of support to our operations, which they otherwis
| this report, to the proposed improvéments on the | would have done.
| Colloge premises. Plans will be laid before the Most of them came into the place about fi
g by the competent parties.
il enlarged accommodation for the studente, it hae | sufficient quantity of land opened to do m
| been suggested that advantage might be taken than support their families; and, some who'cant
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In addition to | years ago without any means, and hot hnving

in later, not even t}
o contribute much,
thing; a beginning h
ordinances of religior
ren.  The settleme
matters, has been g
ginning; in the early
lermened to do some
It was resolved tha ¢
1o all the schemes of
% a collection eyer
rholars attending the
Py a small sum towg
tri.  The rate wag g
branches taught, and
what is charged in the
one half less than wh
8chools. It was also 1

tould pay, be taught fr
might have the benef;
vished to give ap opj
thle and w
thildren, to do g0,

l“mg to pay

'I'h.e result has been

omething, one-fith have
harged, and only twent
ihe Synodical and Sap}
en .regularly takep uj
hble amount raised,
hools, is about sevenly
‘ln consequence of of,
§¢ school has not been g
e last year, as it wag
2 years. A number of ]
two district schools 0
e of the settlement,
the Mission, a male
ool Was established |a;
| leaching the girls plain
ight be willing 1o pay for

and

female education, |,

P soon, to have S0
hchers,

o branches of ap Ei
reok
® Shorter Catechism
ight ag a religious exercj
les, we have had to ¢
nch «of the missionary ¢
nt change of teachers,
ke the schools have be
1ers have beep change
ugh all the teachers, wi}

gl

, and Mathematics 1
S U

ave been good, yet
8 panalyziog effect




ArPENDIY.

he property of the
dwelling houses for
advance in the rate
to, as well as on the
ill recommend some
1ittee doubt not that
repairs, or buildings,
same spirit of liber-
I forth such prompt

to purchase a Col-
inuing to depend on

 on the Church, for
behalf of its Theo-
ast be allowed that
7 interested forbore,
he claim for better
eased premises af-
venience of the Sy.
f common interest
rior claim on the
iens now expected
“the means and re-
en greatly increas-
» assume that on
ring in the genera
nd, finally, it is ea
, that all these sug
| now largely com
Collegiate Instituta
ing ; who know itg
ciate its value, and
it by their active

iLLis, Convener,
EDRT OF TH
LESENTED Av
"NOD IN LON

ual Report, of th
we would, first ¢
ness our indebted
e measure of sue
labours during th
graciously vouch
ny trying difficu

n is located ; th
giving that cordi
ch they otherwis

' place about fi
and hot having
ened to do mo!
|, some who can

@ school has not been so much crowded (

e
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the schools,
o contribute much, gyj]] they have done some-

Pupils have_ not made the

th
lhiqg; a beginnipg has been made Lo support the | Th

at Buxton in temporal
matters, has been self-supporting since its be-

ginning; in the early part of Jast year, they de-
termened to do something in Spiritual matters,—
It was resolved that the Church should contribute
1o all the schemes of the Synod, begides taking
up & collection every Sabbath ; also, that the
rholars attending the missionary schools, should
Pay & small sum towards the support of the teach.
tri.  The rate wag graduated according to the
branches taught, and was somewhat higher thap
what is charged i ' t Schools ;
i n what is required in Grammar
It was also mentioned that thoge who
» 80 that al] the childreqg
it of a good school ; we
vished to give ap Opportunity to such g were
tble and willing to pay for the education of their

one in
; those reading |
e ready to enter College next No- i
vember, Tpe b‘abhalh-school has been well at-
tended during the Past year, there are at present
one hundred gnq twelve on the roll, and the
average attendance ig Jifty-two. We still fee] |
the want of pPermane this depart- f
ment, although w inning o supply the !
deficiency in Some measures by the aid of scholarg
thildren, to do 80. who have received instruction in the Sabbath-
The result has been most gratifying, notwih.- [school. The Juyenile Missionary Society,
itanding the Pressure felt by the Settlers during | 8anized twelve months lars, has
e past year, Qf those famijes who have gept | been regularly kepy up. :\nniversnry in
b both schools, more than one-ha)f have paid February last, o opening the Missionary bog, jt
omething, one-fith have paid (he whole rate bij| [ was found to contain eighteen dollars, which wag
tharged, and oulytwcmy—twu have paid nothing, | voted by the scholars to (he Calabay Mission,
ine Synodical and Sabbath-day collections, haye lou the Coast of Africa. The Snbbulh-school,
‘n .regularly takep Up in the Chureh. The | and Congregationa| libraries haye received, each

hble amount raised, from both church and ,’ a valuable donation of books from fri
hools, is about sevenly pounds, i

!‘ Glasgow, through the, "
In consequence of charging a smal| r and Mrs, Willis, one hundred volumes have been
uring | added to the Sabbatn School, and sevenly-five to
ng the two proceed- | the Congreg:ntionnl Library, The attendance at
children haying gone.| Church jg about the same as last year, varying
b two distriet schools, on the North ang West | from ope hundrded apg Jifty to two hundred
e of the settlement, There are two schools | according to the state of the road and weather.,
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jured race. It is only the day of small things,
but we have good reason to thank God and take
oourage, for the measure of success, which has
| @lready attended our efforts, The school con-
neeted with the mission is progressing ; and we
trust the voice of 1ts pupils, will one day be heard
to advantage, from one end of the Provinee to
the other. Nay, the time we hope may not be far
distant, when they will vie with other, and more
highly favoured lands, in carrying the lamp of
eternal truth, and planiing the cross on the re-
motest shores of Africa. Although I do not pre-
tend to lift the veil, which hides futcrity from the
eve of mortals, yet I do most solemnly believe that,
when Ethiopia stretches forth her hands 10 God,
her own sons will be the honoured instru-
ments,in the handsof God in carrying religion and
civilization to their bemghied ccun'rymen. En-
couraged by the past, we would look for greater
triumphs in futare, but above all we would Jook
for the Divine blessing, without which a solemn
mockery awaiis all our efforts.
Wu. Kine.
° m——— e
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE
STATE OF RELIGION.

The Committee on the State of Religion re-
gret to report, that they have no statements
of much interest to lay before the Synod.  "They
have laboured under the disadvantage which in-
deed impedes the action of almost all the Com-
mittees appointed by the*Synod—.the difficulty
' of obtaining a meeting of the members, who are
seattered over all the Preshyieries of the Church.

In obedience to the instructions of the Synod
the Conveners prepared a pastoral address which
was duly published in the Record, with the late

Moderator’s signature ; calling the attention ol

the Church to the chief points raised in report of
lust year—and generally to the whole subject of
* the State of Religion wit!iin our borders.

The Conveners have not thought it expedient
to repeat so soon the queries sent to Ministers,
and reported on to the Synod of 1855—an# they
have felt it the less necessary to prosecute their
inquiries, as.they have had reason to believe that
gome of the Presbyteries have undertaken an in-
spection of the flocks under their care, which
must involve an examination inio the state of
religion—its progress or decline.

The Committee are of opinion, that in ordi-
pary circumstances it will be found best to com-
mit this subject 10 the conscientiows and respon-
sible attention of the Presbyterivs of the Church.

They would now humbly recommend. :

let. That the Presbyteries of the Church be
encouraged to acquaint themselves by visitations,

’

but, with this excey
continued their atte;
proceedings,

A coneiderable pa
both sittings, was spe
it being folt by me
that much earnest and
ly in place, in conne,
to discharge (he du
their respective Syno

Th'e collection at 1
i variety of topies, su
the subject of union

by preaching depuiations, and in all other com+
petent ways with the state of religion within their
respective bounds, and endeavour afier its reviyaj.

2nd That this Committee on the State of
Religion shall have a ministerial member in each
Preshytery —whose duty it shall be to collect and
prepare information regarding the state of reli-
gion within the bounds, which information shall
be furnished annually through this Committee 1o
the Synod,

3rd, That, inasmuch as the state of vital re.
ligion in the hearts of the Ministers and other
Office-bearers of the Church is found ever to af-
fect and regulate its condition among the people
at large, the Synod iesue a recommendation, that
on the first meeting of every Church Coun,
whether Deacon’s Court, Session, or Presbytery—
after the 1st of October, the members observe a
special season of brotherly conference, that they
may unite in acknowledgment of sin, ard in
supplications for the outpouring of the Holy
Ghost—nand may, with the divine help, impart to
one another some spiritval gift—and may
have their brotherly love increased, and thei
hearts mutually refreshed and stimulated to
higher chri-tian consecration than before,

4th. T'hat a series of papers on topics of prae
tical relizion be prepared under the care of thi
Committee—and widely circulated in the for
of a monthly fly-sheet, or in such other form as
to the Synod may see fit.
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D. FRraAsEr.

R —
REPORT CF UNION COMMITTEE.

The Committee on Union beg to report to th
Synod that they met with the Union Committe
of the Synod of the United Presbyterian Churel
within the MeNab Street Church, Hamilton, o
the fourth and fitth days of the current month

and that they were engaged during a considers
ble portion of theso two days in conference wit
their United Presbyterian brethren, on variou
matteis, and especially on the points in regard
which conflicting views were believed to be.hel
by their respective Churches,

At both meetings there were present a pret
full attendance of the members of the two Con
mi‘tees ; the first sederunt being composed d
the side of the United Presbyterian Church
Dr. Taylor, Messrs Jennings, Ormiston, The
ton, Skinner, Kennedy, and Proudioot, Ministe
and on the party of the Presbyterian Church
Canada, of Messrs. Lowry, Inglis, Ross, McLare
Laing, and Ure, Ministers, and William Hero
Elder. One of the gentlemen above mentione
named Mr. Ormiston, was obliged from ¢
stances, to be absent from the second sederus
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but, with this exception the members named,
continued their atiendance until the close of the
proceedings,

A coneiderable part of the time occupied at

both sittings, wag spent in devotional exercises ;
it being felt by members of both Committees
that much earnest and united prayer was special-
ly in place, in connection with their endeavors
to discharge (he duty devolved upon them .by
their respective Synods.
'I'h.c collection at the first sitting turned upon
. ics, ¢ ¢ state of feeling on
the subjecy of union among the eongregations of
of the two bodies, and the grand leading doc-
irines of (he gospel, which they professs ty hold
18 common, At the second meeting the ques-
tion rclau‘ng to the Civil Magistrate, formed the
wecial subject of consideration ; and after a pro-
tracted, though giill somewhat general compari-
w0 of views upon this puint—the Committee
lerminated their proceedings by the adoption of
the following motion : —

e Thm having had lengthened conferences to-

gether, in the conduciing of which the Commit- |

%8 have reason to believe that they baye enjoy-
ol much of the presence of the great Head of the
Church, they were gratified to find, that, apart
01 the question pertaining to the power, obl-
fition, and duties of (he Civil Magistrare, they
e perfectly at one, on all the great dcetrines
lid gown in (he Westminstor Confession of
Faith. And further, that on the special question
thove referred 1o, and the points involved in, or
tonnected with ir, such as the exclusive Head-
thip of Chirist over his Chutehi, individual liberty
of conscience in religious matters, and the obli-
gation of all men, in all relations of life, to be
overned by the authority of the Lord Jesus
Christ, there was such a measure of harmony of
featiment manifested as to warrant the hope of
I8 being found practicable 1o fraime some decla-
fation on these points, which might be regarded
s mutually salistactory, and caleulated 1o pre-
jare the way for a union of the two bodies =t
a5, therefore agreed to ask their respegiive
fynods tor Te-appoint a Committee, to take ad-
itional steps to advance 1he union of Churches,

ing 8o many great pri.ciples in common ;

» especially to propoge a declaration, which
hight afterwards be used ag a basis of union, in
hich the exclusive Headship of Christ over his

turch, together with the freedom of conscience
0 the one hand

n his word, on the
ter, may be fully maintained.”

All of which js respectfully <ubmitted.

Rosert Ugk, Convener,

REPORT ON wiIpows
YEAR ENDING 318t MAY, 1856,

The Committee beg leave to submit the fol-
lowing statements of the
ture of the Widows’ fund for the past year.

RECEIPTS.

1 Congregational collections...

2 Rates paid by Ministegs.....

3 Donations &c
ANUERSE s v o TR
Priacipal invested, repaid...... 95 1
Balance at beginuing of year.239 4

Total for year......£1152
EXPENDITURE,

1 On aceount of annuities. . . sisaneil' B0
2 Proportion of agent’s salary... 5
3 Proportion of Office Rent,
Postage, Printing, uncurrent
notes received, discoun; on
cheques, &eo................. o
uat out at interest, 9 per ceont.
alancein hand........ ..

4
0

15

4 500
5 :

r
B

£1152 9 8}
4463 16 0
0382 14 3§

£4846 10 3§

In carrying out the resolution of last Synod,
to submit the scheme to an Actuary, queries
were addressed to all the Ministers contributing
to the fund, not long after the meeting of Synod.
It is to be regretted that returns were not made
more promptly to these queries, it being pretty
late this epring before all the returns were re-
ceived.  Of course, until all the slatistics were
received, it wasimpossible 10 submit the scheme
to the opinion of any Actuary. All the returns
having at last been received, a meeting of the
Committee was
resolved to submit
Baker, Esq., of th.e Canada Tnsurance Company.
A statement from him, with reference to the
fund has been received, an extract from which
statement is as follows.

Haminron, June 10, 1856.
My Dear Sir,—

The questions submitted to me by you in re-
ference to the Widows’ Fund Scheme of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada, have had my
attention so far as to enable me to reply gene-
rally, and probably with as much accuracy as
may serve the present purpose. ‘

The whole amount invested is
Balanee in hand..

\

receipts and expendi-

held at .Hamilton, when it was |
the scheme to Hugh €.

¢

¢
¥

FUND, FOR |
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Ist. You ask as to the present position of the
Fund, will it justify you in continuing the present
rate of annuity to future claimants?

Your memorandum represents 6 claimants re-
ceiving £30 a-year each, irrespective of the
sums allowed for children under 14—at their re-
spective ages a capital sum of £2107 is thus al-
ready pledged (this being the tabular value of
the Annuities) deducting this from your accumu-
lated fand, the sum of £2,353 remains, the n-

eome from which is......£.......... £141 0 0
Your revenue from 93 Ministers at

BRI Tis s o0 s 6 onvntiinis 186 0 O
Do. Congregational Col-

EROBBNNL Lovs v hiconi sesrsnisioons wee, 9880 O

‘ 652 0 0
§ Deduct Expenses of Management

IR 65 41 cebis 400 550500000 00 Ahcr it . 6210 0

T T RS 589 10 ‘0

3. Would an increase in the rates, payable
by Ministers to £3 or £4 be very desirable or

E,

Patd to Dr. Willis..

important ? D‘i-“ AP{‘l’fessor Y
A moderate increase of income, from what- Do. R;lr Srith .
ever source, would of course tend to render the Do. Sur;dry acco.;

scheme itself so far, and more reliable in the fu.
ture, but knowing how small the incomes of the
Clergy of this Province generally are, I would
rather suggest the propriety of urging greater
zeal on the part of the congregations.
I am, yours faithfully,
: Hvueu C. Bagxr.

During the year twelve new’ Ministers [have
become contributors, there are still a few of the
Ministers in the various Presbyteries, who do
notcontribute. But the number is small, and is
becoming less every year. Itis to be regretted,
that any should not see it 1o be a duty to connect
themselves with this fund now, it is to be hoped,
on a permanent basis.

which represents your available income to meet

| ters. of whom 67 are now married.
My only guide by which to estimate the prob-
able number of claims is the experience of the
18l scheme in the Established Church of Scotland
which I have before referred to, this would lead
a3 to expect one year with another 2 widows,
8l and, taking the average of the 6 now on the
{ fund in regard to age, £715 13s. 4d. yearly addi-
i tional charge ; showing that the fund is not
i quite sufficient to meet the widows, annuity,
#l while no provision is made for the children’s
allowance.
{  There are, however, circumstances w!ich in
judgment may justify a continuance of your pre-
§ sent scale ; the ages of your Ministers are cer-
tainly of a less average than in the scheme. I
(8l mention, inducing an expectation of a diminish-
ed mortality in the earlier years, and, I presume
your Congregational collections may be expect-
ed to increase. On the other hand, the ages of
your Ministers’ wives are also less, while as large
| & proportion as nearly one-fourth of the ,whole, are
more than 10 years junior to their husbands,
thus creating an excess of liability, by the ex-
' pectation of a lengthened survivorship.
. Ihave not attempted any valuation of the
sums allowed for children, the gross charge on
this account, will not be very important as it
ecases at fourteen, and it would be a very tedious
' question to value or investigate.
1. You ask would it be safe to give up the
| annual collection in congregations !
The proceeding remarks will show that to do
 would at once destroy the scheme, asthese
| form one-half of the current fature income.

the constantly accruing liabilities from 93 Minis- |

During the past year, one additional eclaim
has come on the fund, viz., Mrs. Bethune, the

Rent, Insurance
Interests &
Balance due My
Salary 1o My,
brarian .......
Printing ........
Proportion of sa)
Office rent and

Balance due

Buxton Missic

a
Total amount recei
Statement ..........

widow of the Rev. N. Bethune, for a short time Exp
T\}Ii;lifler at Thamesford. Mrs. Bethune hasone Paid 10 Rev. W. Kin
oy Mr. Wilson,
The Commitee grateful for the prosperity Miss Tobias, '
which has hitherto attendéd this benevolent Paid for drafis
scheme, would urge on the Synod the propriety Printing durin
of seeking to keep up the annual collections, and in M(Tntrvah
endeavoring to draw forth the interest and Reporting, &
liberality of such congregations, as have never office..........
yet done justice to this scheme, There are not Printing Syno
a few in this position. And itis but fair, that s ot
the burden should be divided, and borne by all Sundry payn
according to theip ability. Montreal.. ...
The collection has been pretty generally at- Proportion of
tended to ; but, still there are a good many con- AGODE ivoris
gregations for the various Presbyteries, from Office rent, ¢
which no collection has yet been received. postage ..... *
The Committee recommend that the Synod
should enjoin such congregations yet to make,
and remit a collection, so that there may be no Balance due T
defaulting congregations. -

In name of Committee.
W. Rein, Sec. and Treasurer.
————
ABSTRACT
of the Receipts and Expenditures for the various
Schemes of the Church,—per statement submit-

ted at late meeting of the Synod by the General
Agent for the Schemes.

Correee Fuxn.

Total

Total amount of Receipts as per
Btatement.....ouuvveinirnnnenees L1176 6 ¥

¥

Printing..........
Sundry expenses.........
Proportion of Agent’s S

~—— Office Rent and

EccrLEsiasTicAn ant

of Receipts for yi
Exprx

8eS.........

Balance on hand
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APPENDIX.

ExrenoiTuRs. .

Paid to Dr. Willis
Do. Professor
1st April
Do.
Do.

Young up to
Mr. Smith .........
Sundry accounts......... .

Rent, Insurance, Taxes, and

Interests &
Balance due Mr. Scarth. . .
Salary 1o Mr. Whyte, Li-
DERRIAN . bt

Printing

Proportion ofsalary to Agent

Office rent and expenses.., ,

299 10
100 0
10 12

seecnan

W 0

i1l
50 0
13 6

382 11 10

8
0
6
7
0
0
3
0
9

£1216 13 7

Balance due Treasurer.., 40

Buxton Mission anp Syxop Funp.

Toial amount received as per
o LT O G £406 16
ExXPENDITURE,
Paid 1o Rev. W. King
Mr. Wilson, Teacher..
Miss Tobias, Teacher...
Paid for drafis
Printing during session
in Montreal............. 3
Reporting, &ec., Herald

159 9
100 o0
20 0

12

Printing Synod’s Min-
Sundry payments in
Montreal .
Proportion of salary to
Agent

Office rent, expenses,
POBIRES «viiviniiinsnrise

Balance due Treasurer

—_——

EccrEsiasTican, AND MissIoNARY REcorp.

Total of Receipts for year...... £510 13

ExerNpITURE,

RABUDR v ossienssn
Sundry expenses
Proportion of Agent’s Salary.,.
~— Office Rent and, expen-
B€Bis0000000000i00060 sevee

367 10
21 5
100 0

13 6
£502 1
1

Balance on hand......... 81

4

(g

e —— ] R — e e

[ Winows’ Fuynp,
Total receipts as per statement

ExrenpiTURE,
Pnidannuilies.................
Printing, &e¢ .....
Proportion of Agent’s salary
Do Office rent, post-
age, Smionery
& 13 6 9
500 0 0
S —— {
L7915 5
382 14 3%

1 Put out on interest

Bnlnnce..................
Total amount of the

! Fund is now 4846 10 33 |

———————

Foreien Missrons,
Amount received ag per state-
| ment

£507 2 g

1 Redpath, Esq 503 2 94

for Colonial

................. iisennnee

| Cash designed
Scheme

— — ,,':f:;:.:?m
FreNca CaNADIAN Missionary Socigry.

Amount received as per state-

£360 19 6
339 13 114

Buiupine Funo—Knox’s CoLeEaR.

REecerpre,

Cobourg, per A. Fraser, Esq... . £50 0

McNab Street Church,Hamilton
Isaac Buchanan, Esq., Hamilton
John Fisher, Esq., Hamilton...,
Archibald Kerr, Esq

Per R. Hartstone,Esq. Baltimore
Quebec, per Rev. W, Clark.....
London, per Rev. John Scott, .
Montreal, Cote Street, (includ-

50 0
100 0
20 0
100 0

26

99 lg‘
100 0

SPocoocoo

ing donation of A. Gillespie,
R Ao T T TP oh
Miss Anderson, Edinburgh......
Dundas,per T.H. McKenzie Esq
Eoni R B oot
Subscriptions in Toronto per
Rev, Dr. Burns...cieeisvoornns.

G‘lt A LU L T P T T Ty

200 0
24 6
50 0
10 0

238 15 |
100 0

o cowe

= &




APPENDIX.

BuiLoine Fuxp.—Continued. COMMITTEES APPOINTED BY THE

i ; SYNOD.
Rev. W. J. McKeonzie, Balti- id 5§ : 4 :
R 300 The names of the members of lhe.vanom Accounts of the Cha
W. Ross & Co. per Rev. Dr. Committees hnv‘e been in gencral nw..nngn.od in 8 Agency Commitice,
B s e sas st s tarsarnaisias 710 g the Minutes. The ful.lowmg were omitted :— pe sy piin
S RINOEc.ov om0 Liorareonrs ore ?‘,g g 0 CommITTEE ON SasBATH ScHOOLS.
Nor:{h. Eas“"g: »utatlonMPrfS- = Messrs. Gregg, Nesbit, Laing, Chambers and @ parrier Act, Ovenar
sut': tnes;:)f;ann[dUn ,,,,,,, 38 15 0 |Burns, minis‘lerﬂ,—antl Dr. Hold‘cn,.l, Court, and Book of Discipline ..
3 ,;le;zubecnplic“-; ....... 1 5 0 Alexander Fraser,elders: Mr. Gregg, Convener.

Buxton Mission, Re,

e

£1520 11 11

Commrrtee on Winows’ Funo.

Board of Publication
Burne, Rev Dr. com,

Dr. Burns, Prof. Young, Messis. Smelilie,
ExrenpiTvre Scott, Irvine, D. Fraser, Burns, Inglis, Dr. Boyd
ministers : and Mesars. Fisher, U:kfurne, lef‘llan-
Paid first instalment............... £1000 0 0 |5, Walker, McLellan, Elmalie, Davidson,
W. Pim as per account.... 31218 8 Blain, Ferrier, Mc Murrich, Shaw, bpr«'ulll, Mf\l-
Bundry accounts & charges 41 10 6} | gan, C. 8. Patterson, Hay, Redpath, D David-

Cheyne, Rev. G., ele

Elders'and Deacons,

: = ' icks . MeDonald:
Travelling Expenses, Post- | son, Court, Gibb, D. Dickson, Hon. J. T e fhg el
ages, 'If:'!o','rﬂl/h‘. &e.... 713 4 |], Ficher, Esq., Hamilion, Convener. Foreign Mission, Re
) ? . S OBSERVANCE b o Ap
£1362 2 64 CoMMITTEE ON SABBATH 3 , .
T 138 9 4 Messrs. Burng, Gordon, Lowry, Reid, Gregg,

Geikie, Rev. A., to |
Hodgskin, Rev. T. S
Home Mission Repor

“ “

Irvine, and Inglis, Drs. Burns and Willis, minis
ters,—and Messrs. Stewart, Redpath, Robertson
and McMurrich Elders: Mr. Burns, Convener.

Comm
Instrumental musie

il

Knox’s College, Repo

" Deliv
" Deed,
ul Build
“ Dr. B

Knox’s Church, Toro

Management of cong;
Presbyterial Reports..

Registration of Marri
Sabbath observance C
Sabbath Schools, Con
Slavery, Overture, ane
Statistics, Report of C
Support of Miuistry....
Synod Roll..............
Btate of Religion, Rep
Btudents, Examinatior
Bynodical Collections
Snell, Rev. Mr., to be
Beparate Schools, Ove

Union with United Pre
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neral mentioned in
were omitted :—

‘TH SCHOOLS,

ing, Chambers and
olden, J, Court, and
r. Gregg, Convener,

yws' Funp.

, Messis. Smellie,
18, Inglis, Dr. Boyd,
r, Oshorne, Buchan-
iImslie, Davidson,
shaw, Spreull, Mor-
Redpath, D David-
Hon. J. MeDonald

onvener.

1 OBSERVANCE.
owry, Rcid,Greg_g,
s and Willis, minis-

Redpath, Robertson
. Burns, Convener.

Accounts of the Charch, Report on
Agency Commitiee, Report of
Abstract of Receipts and Expenditure for Schemes of Church

Barrier Act, Overture, anent
Book of Discipline

Elders'and Deacons, Overture anent

Foreign Mission, Report of Committee

““ “«

Geikie, Rev. A., to be received asa Minister.’
Hodgskin, Rev. T. S., 10 be received as a Minieher:ivonsiiisine
Home Mission Report .....

“" ““

Committee
Instrumental musie, reference anent

Knox's College, Report of Commttee...................... Aives
Deliverance of = ] PRI

Decding of Property

Building Committee Soas s ONREN NS> sbe

Dr. Burne appointed Protessor of Chiistian T R VORI

Knox’s Church, Toronto, reference regarding

“

...... esnen

seenaessossesesnaitiill

Presbyterial Reports...........

...........--...n-.....-...-..r..-u-..........--..-.-..----.----o.........-u....-.

Registration of Marriages, & c., Committee regarding
Sabbath observance Comnnitteo........
Sabbath Schools, Committee on
Slavery, Overiure, anent ......
Statistics, Report of Committee
Support of Mivistry..

Synod Roll -

State of Religion, Report of Committee. .
Btudents, Examination of
Bynodical Collections . Sasbaidan tesesecessiesassvasersasianissiivesiinn il
Snell, Rev. Mr., to be received a Min
Beparate Schools, Overture
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Union with United Presbyterian Chureh, Report of Committee ..........................ﬂ‘,




