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Preached at Hal IF AX, 7«/y 3^»^77^>

Jt thefO R D I N A T I O N
> O F T H E

^

^

Rev. Bniin Romcas Comingoc.

To the Dutch CalviniAic Pre%- 'T^

terian Congregation at Lmeu'

ByJOHl^ SECCOMBE,
of Chejier, A. M.

Bebg the Firli preached in the Province of No-

va-Sc«tia, on fuch an Occafion.

To which is added

An A PPE N DI X. .

We find no Evil in this Man : but if » Spirit or an

Angel hath fpoken to him, let us not fight

againftGOD. ^^ 23- 9' ^ ......
'^

I have appeared unto thee to make thee aMimfter.

, Aa 26. 16

Would GOD, that all the Lords People were Pro-

phets, and that the Lord would put his Spirit

y(>on them. Num. ii» 29.

Halifax: Printed byA, Henry, 1770'

..
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ERRATA.
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Calviniffic. Dedication, 5th Line, for fovour-
able, read favourable. Page 7th, 15th Line,
for Principal, read Principle. Page 8th, 19th
Line, for be an good Example, read be a
good Example. Page nth, 2d Line, for

vj iliinning, read fhining. Page 20th, 5th Line,
:j- for the Converfation, read Converfion, la 11:

"^ Line, for charitable read, charitabty. Page
•2ifl:, 7th Line, for the Souls Men, read the
Souls ofMen. Page 24th, 2d Line, for Cal-
vanift, read Calvinifl, 6th Line, for fepera-
ted, read feparated.

Appendix. Page 4th, marginal Note, for
Prefident, read Precedent. Page 5th, 8th
for Liherty, read Liberty, i8th Line, for

Canditate, read Candidate, 2ifl:Line, for to
be Paflor and of the, read to be Paftor of die.

Page Sth, 5th Line, for Majeily's, read Ma-
^iajcily.
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To

I
MALACHY SALTER, E{q;

Dear Sir,

WITH Pleafure wc embrace

this fovourable Opportunity

to affure you, that we have long

been the joyful Obfervers of that

Zeal, which you have manifeftcd

on every proper Occafion to ad-

vance the Interefts of Religion in

this infant Colony ; and in particu-

lar tor thofe prudent and vigorous

Meafures you have taken, and ftill

purfue, to obtain and eftablifti a

Fund for the Support of fuch

DipntingMiniJlers in this Province,

as ftand in Need of Afliftance.

We alfo beg Leave, on this hap-

py Occafionj %Q return our grate-

ful

;;'*

*-«^«ii«a$#iiiMMiii^^
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ful Aclcnowledgments to thofe cha-

ritable Perfons in Boflon^ w^olc late

Bounty afForded U3 i ve^<' feafon-

able Relief; and to you, ?lr, lor

your judicious Advice in t/iw Diftri-

bution of the f^ime.

The enfuing Sermon, and the

Proceedings in the following Ordi-

nation, being the firft Efforts of the

Kind to promote the Proteftant

Dijfenting Interejl in this Province,

We prefume, as a Token of our

Efteem, to infcribe the fame to you.

We are, very refpedfully, Dear Sir,

in Behalf of the Diflenting Minifters

in Nova-Scotiay

Your moft humble
and obliged Servants,

JOHN SECCOMBE,

JAMES LYON-
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to you,

^ar Sir,

iniflers

I PREFACE.

AS the Publication of the enfu-

ing plain Difcourfe, with the

Appendix annexed, was judged ex-

pedient, in order to prevent Mif-

tdprefentations of the Tranfadions
of this Day, and from an Appre-
henfion of its Tendency to promote
the Intereft of the Redeemer's King-
dom, I have been prevail'd upon,
thro' the Importunity of Minifters

and others, to publifli the fame.

)MBE,

N-
J s
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An Ordination

SERMON*
JOHN 21. 15. 16.

]Ei.^JSfdid to Simon Peter, Simon Son

ofjonay, lovcji thou me mc : than thefe ?

He faith unto him, yea. Lord ; thou knoweft

thai I love thee. He faith unto him, feed

7») Lami/S^

Hefahhtd him again the fecondTime^ Simon,

hon of Jonas, lovefi thou m ? He faith

unto him, yea. Lord; thm knowejl that I

love thee. Hefaith unto him feed my Sheep.

Kl^ UR Lord Jesus Christ, that

^^ great Shepherd of the Sheep,

K^ defirous of confirming his Dif-

^^'^ ciples in the Belief of his Refur-

{"^1^ reaion from the Dead, (u^x)!!.

the Tmth and Certainty whereof depended

all their Hopes of Salvation) waspleafed, af-

ter feveral other Appearances to them in Je«.

A rufalem.

rfMP'
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rufalem, to fliew hlmfelf again in Galilee,

where he had appointed to meet them, and
found them employed in iifliing. Mat. 28. lo.

But they having caught nothing the preceed-
ing Night, our Saviour was pleafed in a /w/>j-

cu/ous Way to make Provifion for them, and
did probably eat and drink with them, not
to fatisfy his Hunger, but to contirm the
Truth of his Refurredlion. ("a

J

So when they had dined,]t{m faithunto Simon
peter^ Simon SonofJonas loveji thoume more than
thefef That is, more than thyNets; than thy
Filh ; than thy Friends that are here about thee

;

more than the reft of my Difciples love me?
For fo he had profefled, when he told our
Savicur, *^ tho* all Men fliould be offended
*' becarfc of thee, yet I will never be of-
« fended.*'

Hereupon he modeftly aflerts the Truth
and Sincerity, not the Degree of his Love.
Lord, thou knowefi that Hove thee, &c.

In the Words of my Text we may take
Notice more efpecially of thefe three Things,

ift. The
> II I

(«) Joiin ai, iz. i>. 14,

mm mvwWMmhIMmw^ ''^
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(3)

ift. The Pcrfon fpoken of: and that is

Simon Peter, a Servant and an Apoftle of

Jesus Christ: one commlffioned by him
to preach the Gofpel. (bj

2d. The Teflimony ofhIsownConfcience,

concerning his Love to his Lord and Mafter.

He appeals to Chrift for the Truth of it;

Lord thou knoweji that I love thee. The Love
of God was nowjhed abroad in his Heart by

the Holy Ghoji which wasgiven unto him, (c)

3d. Chrift's Approbation of him, relative

to the Work of the Miniftry, and Encour-
agement to a due Fifcharge of it, from the

Confidcraiion of this Love ; this divine Prin-

ciple implanted in him ; which includes a re-

ig;enerating Change, a Being born ofthe Spirit^

and being made a Partaker of the Divine
Nature. The Apoftle having thus aflerted

his Love, Chrift hereupon faith unto him.
Feed my Lambs. Feed my Sheep.

In which Words, 1 conceive, an Imflicit

Intimation of the Excellency and great Nc-
^eflity of fancSlifying Grace, in thofe who are

employed in the Work of the Miniftry ; as

they are thereby bell qualified to feed the

Sheep

{h) a. Pet. I. I. (f) Rom. 5. 5.

•<TT'""^™*"TT "WW
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Sheep and Lambs of Chrift, and teach others

the Dodrines of Grace. Therefore, as Mr.
Henry obferves, " Before Chrift would com-
*' mit his Sheep to Simon Peter's Care, he
*' afked him, loveft thou me ? Thofe that do
** not love Chrift will never truely love the
*' Souls of Men, nor will naturally care for

** their State as they fhould ; nor will that

" Minifte*- love his Work that doth not love
*• his Mafter.

The Doarinal Truth, which I fhall take

under Confideration at^ this Time is this,

namely,

That it is a great Advantage unto, and a

very neceflary Qualification for fuch as are

imploycd in the Work of the Gofpel Minif-

try, that they be endowed with fandH-

fying Grace; a principle of Love toChrifL

This Dodlrine I fhall r.ttempt to lUuftrate

briefly^ and with great Plainn^s^ under the

following Propofitions, viz^

iff. Tis the Will of God, that there

fhould be an Order of Men to preach the

Word, and carry on the Work of the Gofpel

Miniftry.

2d. Some

MHi
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2d. Some arc called unto, and employed

in this Work.

id It is a great Advantage unto, and a

neceffary QualitiCLition for luch Men to be

endowed with fandifying Grace; that they

fincerely love the Lord jefus Chnft.

I It is the Will of God there Jbould be

an Order of Men to prtach the ^j^ord, and

carry on the Work of the Gojpel Mmjiry.

Preaching the Word is one fpecial Part ot

the Minifterial Work. This was the Bufinefs

of the Apoi\lcs, and for which they were fe-

parated by that CommifTion and Command

of our Lord. ' Go yc therefore and teach a I

* Nations; 6cc {d) Or diat 'Go ye into all

* the World, and preach the Gofpel to every

* Creature.' (0 And this is the Office and

Bufinefs of the ordinary Minijiers of the Ool-

pel: and to be continued to the End of the

World ; as we learn from thofe Words of

our Saviour, * Lo I am with you alway even

' unto the Enc' of the World/ (/) That is,

not only his Apoftles, but with all his Mk
nifters fucceflively, whom God iball quahly,

and call to the Work of the xVlinii^ry begun

in them*
2. Some

{i^ Mai. 28. 19. (0 Mark 16. 15. (/) Mat.' a«. 20.

mnimmmm MMMMaHHa
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2. Some are called unto and employed in
the Work of the Gofpci Mfniftry.

\4^^^^}^^}} ^^y Something concerning a
Minifter's Call to this Work.

Now, as Divines obferve ; to the due Con-
ftitution of aMinifler, thw-re is requifite a two-
fold Cali.

Fjril, He muft have an wward Call, which
confiflsbothin Gifts of the Holy Spirit, and
alfo in the Inclination of his Will to ufe them
ior God's Glory in this holy Adminiflration.

r/^V^^
ordaining of Deacons in the eflab-

lilhed Church, the Queflion is afked, '' Do
« y°"/^"ft t^at you are inwardly moved by

the Holy Ghoft to take upon you this Of-
" iice and Adminiftrationr" The tri-
Meaning of this Queftion, faith the learned
^imop Burnet is this, namely, "That the
" IVlothres that ought to determine a Man to

2 dedicate himfelf to the miniflring in the
« Chiirch, are a Zeal for promoting the Glory

c« nu ^ ' i^y '^^^^S the Honour of the
Chriflian Religion ; for the making it to be

* better underf^ood, and more fubmitted to
" 7^'

T
"^.^ "^^^'^ ^"^^ ^ Temper of Mind

and holy Difooiitions of a^ni o».^ ^^..-j -^

may

% "
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may be truely faid, fuch are called of God, '

But, " Secondly. As he muft have an Ta*
" ward Call in the Gifts ofthe Spirit of God,
*' fo likewife he muft have an outward Call

by a folemn Seperation ofhim to his Work,
thro* the Impofition of Hands. It is this

gives hira the miniftcrial Power, and 'm*
** vefts him with Authority to difpenfe the
** Ordinances of Jefus Chrift, as an Officer
" and Minifter of the Gofpel.

3. That it is a great Advantage unto, and
a very neceflary Qualification for Minifter*

of the Gofpel to be endowed with fan6lify-

ing Grace ; or, that they have in them 2
Principal of Love to Chrift,

Here I am briefly to obferve and ftiew, of
what fpecial Advantage it is to Minifters to

have an experimental Knowledge of a Work
of divine Grace in their own Hearts ; a Prin^-

ciple ofLove to Chrift.

And 'tis of fpecial Advantage to Minifters

themfelves, and their Hearers.

I . Sandlifying Grace is abfolutely neccffary,

m order to the Salvation of their own So\Js.

ai
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Hence onr Saviour tells Nicodemus* (a Maf-

ter and Teacher in Ifrael) that unlefs ' he

* were born of the Spirit, he could not enter

* into the Kingdom of God.' (g) It is more-

over, a great Benefit to them with Refped to

the Work of the Miniftry, which they have

undertaken, and that Spirit and Difpofition of

Soul with which it is to be performed. As to

the Work itfelf, it confifls principally in thcfe

T hings. He is to pray for and with his Flock.

He is to feed the Flock ; the Sheep and the

Lambs, with wholefome Food; giving to

every one Meat in due Seafon : and to preach

the unfearchable Riches of Chrtfi.

He IS to inftru6l by catechifing. To rule

over the Flock as a Paftor ; and adminifter

the Sacraments of the new Teftament ; Bap-

tifm and the Lords Supper. And finally, to

be a» good Example to the Flock in Word,

in Converfation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith,

in Purity. Now, to render this an accep-

table Service in Minifters, 'tis recjuifite, they

fervc God in this Work with their Spirits, as

did the Apoftle Paul, Qi) G(k\ is my Witnefs,

whom I ferve with my Spirit in the Gofpel of

his Son. (That is) with his Heart and Soul,

with



(9
(a Maf«
ifs ' he

Dt enter

5 more-
fped to

:y have

lition of

As to

in thcfe

5 Flock,

md the

ving to

? 'preach

To rule

minifter

; Bap-

ally, to

I Word,
n Faith,

I accept

:e, they

iritSy as

A^itnefs,

ofpel of

d Soul,

with

with all the Powers of the inward Man

;

with a lincere and willing Mind and Upright

Inientions; fincerely aiming at the Glory of

,
God, the Honour of the Redeemer, the Ad-

vancement of. his Kingdom in the Conyer-

5; fion of Sinners, and the Salvation of precious

Souls : the Love of Chiift conftraining here-

\ unto. (0

But how can a Man do thefe Things v/ith

< fuch an excellent Spirit ; if he be not born of

\ God, and the Love of God dwelleth not in

S him! Not having the Spirit ofChrift he is

: none of his, and being in the Flefh cannot

pleafe God.

And thus the great NeceiTity of fanaifying

Grace may be argued from the Nature of the

Work itfelf, and that Spirit and Temper of

Mind requilite to an acceptable Difcharge of

- the Sacred Fuadiou,

Moreover, fanftifying Grace is of greaf

Service to Minifters, as it renders them more

capable of promoting the noble Ends of that

holy Calling, in%. the Glory of God, and

Salvation of Souls,

To

(;) 2. Cor, 5. 14.

afil^flih
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To inflancc in a few Particulars.

f. Experimental Religion, or Acquain-
tance with the Truth and Power of fandlify-

ing Grace wonderfully excite.s and engages
Minifters to the utmoft of their Power in

teaching others what they themfelves have
feen and heard ; as Perer and John declare
they were excited to do. Adl 4. 20.

2. Th? Spirit of the Lord gives them cour-

age to difpenfe the Word of thj Lord faith-

fully, Adls 4, 13. and28. 31. Rom. i. 15. 16.

3. Such are more likely to be kept fiund in

the Faith, i. John 2. 20, 27.

4. They are hereby furniftied with a di-

vine Skill of fpecial Application in particular

Cafes ; to comfort Godly Men ; to fpeak a
Word in Seafon to him that is weary, and to

comfort others by theComfort wherewith they
themfelves are comforted of God. Jfa, 50. 4.

2. Cor. I. 4, Job. 33, 22, 23, 24.
. .-•A"

5. They are more able to diredl Men in

the Way toChrift. Ads 16. 17.

6. They aremore ableto diilinguifhbetweena
falfe and a trueWcrkof the Spirit^and to know
thcStateoftheirFlock. i.Cor,2, 1 2, totheEnd

a Mini
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. '^. Experimental Religion fit? and difpofes

! a IVIiniflcr to be a fhinning Example of i'iety

to the Flock and fo not only to preach faith-

fuilyii but to give a living Tranfcript of it in his

Life : and confequently, is more likely to win

Souls to Chrift. (Math. 5. 16. Tit. 2. 11,12.)

'^ I. Tim. 4. 12, 16.

• Some having not arrived at the Rellih of

the Dodlrines of Grace, do fupprefs them

intlieirpreaching,andare altogether onMor-

ality.—If any are converted under their Mi-

niftry (which very rarely happens) it is

very ufual that they are forced to defert it,

to find richer and fweeter Pafture for their

Souls.' " As new born Babes deiiring the

fincere Milk of the Word, that they may

hereby grow in Grace and in the Know-

ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift.**

Pet. 2. 2. 2. Pet. 3. 18. " For what is

the Chaff to the Wheat? Saith the Lord.

Jer. 23. 28.

Finally : The great Advantage and Be-

nefit of a converted Miniftry may be further

argued from the fpecial Succefs ufually attend-

<

<

c

c

€

<c
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( 12 )

ing their Labours, above thofe of other Men.

It !S commonly obferved, that God mojf
ufually owns and crowns the Labour** of
fuck with Succefs. Thofe whom he makes
wife unto Salvation, he makes wife to win
Souls

; and turn many to Righteoufnefs.

I fiiight have enlarged on all ihefeParticulars,
but the naming them may fuffice, with what
has been offered, for evincing the Prcpoli-
tions under Confideration.

It remains then, that I improve and apply
thefe Truths, fuitably to the prefent Occalion,
and Circumftances ofmy Hearers.

And from what has been faid we learn,

I. That a Godly Minifter is a very great
Blefling to a People.

A%fuck, God has promifed to give Paftersac^
cording to his Heart, 'whoJhallfeed kis People
wttk Knowledge and Underjlanding (f). And
he is furni/hing and fending forth fuch from
TimetoTime fortheWork ofthcMiniftry /^/»^.

an Companion to the Souls ofMen, that they
may not be as Sheep having no Shepherd {n).

__
' That

(OJer. 5. i5.-('«)Eph. 4. 8, IX, XI, ,,, ,4.
(«)Mat. 9. 36. 3. Chron. 36. 15.

4 5,
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2. That it mnft needs be a heavy Judgment

of God iiix)n a People, when, in the Con^

dud of his holy, jul>, and wife Providence,

he permits them to chufe and fettle an unre-

gcncrate MiniOcr,

Thofe who are under the Condudl of fuch

an unexperienced Minifter are in great ^^^^^

gerof lofing their Souk If the Blind lead

the Blind, both will fall into the Ditch (0).

Altho' fandlifying Grace be not abfolutely ne-

cclTary to the Validity of a iMinifter's Call,

yet it is one of the beft experimental Accom-

plifliments for the Work. I would notbe un-

derftood to cry down human Learning, or o-

ther neceflary Endowments and Qualificati-

ons of a Gofpel Minifter ; as if nothing, bi>i[

Grace ivas neceffary to fit Men for this fa-

cred Employment. " Yet flill this muft be
granted, that without a faving Acquain-

tance with Jesus Christ, alltheEndow-

ments of Nature and Art, in a great Mea-
fure lofe their Ufefulnefs : and he that has

them ail in the higheft Degree, without
" Grace, lacketh one Thing ; nay, is really

dci>itute of the higheft, beft, and moft ne-

cefTary Qualification of a Gofpel Minifter.**

Nothing
"

' '
I

'

ll I———<——i<—Ml——HM^IiWl^—T
(0) Mat. 15. 14.

ce
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Nothing can fupply the want of Grace.
They who are not taught themfelves the
^ruth, as it is in jfefus^ cannot be fit to teach
others. All the ufeful Learning, with which
Men can be furniflied is, (as one well expref-
fes it) but like the laying a Ground of fome
meaner Colour, which afterwards is defigned
to be overlaid with Gold. Grace is the Gold
and Silver, without which :i]l Acquirements,
tho* m themfelves highly valuable are com-
parauvely but as Hay and Stubble. They
who are Paftors after God's Heart ..^uft be
furnifhed with his own Spirit : Ornamented
with theFruitsandGraces of the Spirit: Which
tnward adorning is in the Sight of God ofgreat

^J'r^'rrs,
'^^^^^ ^^y ^^ ^ Refemblance of

thefe Tilings m fome Men, who are yet real-
ly defHtute of them.

And whatever Refemblance of Meeknefs,
Temperance, Self-denial, Hofpitality, Love
to good Men, &c. may appear in the moft
reiined Perfon Tvbile ungfenerate, "

It is but

u
5,"^^^%Sh?^ And ns different in its

,^
Mature froiii aide diviriQ Virtues as they

,,
are found in a gracious renewed Heart and

<€
^'^^^.^s Apples or Grapes of Wax-wo.k
are different from the natural Fruit of the

" Vine,

(C

iC



** Vine or Tree. He is at bed, but a Wolf
" in Sheeps Cloathing; o^ rather, the very

" PiAnre of the Devil in Samuel's Mantle."

And where thefe necefTary Qualifications

are wanting ; and Men wretchedly ignorant

of the Principles of the Chriftian Religion,

nay, tainted with pernicious Errors : and of

notorioufly wicked and profligate Lives, are

put into the Miniftry, tho* by an Epifcopal

Ordinatioriy they were never authorifed by

Chrift to teach and rule in his Chvirch ; nor

are fuch capable of anfwering the great Ends

of their Otlice. And therefore fays God, of

fuch Teachers, they fliall not profit my
People at all. {p) We may hence fee, of how
much greater Importance it is, what the Q«a»

lifications of a Teacher in the Church are,

than by whom he is invefted in his Office.

And that my Hearers may not imagine

thefe to be the Sentiments only of r^id pxiri-

tanical Diffenters, I will give the Opmion of

two very eminent Prelates of the eftablifhed

Church.

God may feed his People (fays Bifliop Hi>^

(/) Jcr. %i. 32. • \

ummmm mm
sra



(i6)

kins,) as he did Elijah^ by a Raven ; and
make a cold Breath kindle the Sparks ofGrace
in the Hearts of others, and blow it up into
a Flame. Rut yet it is far more comfortable
and profitable to the People to lii under a Mi-
nifter, who fliall go before them in Example
as well as m Doarine ; fuch a one wlio (peaks
from his Heart is moji likdy to fpeak nnto it:

and having himfelf experienced ^the Wa^ of
Holinef^, can more favourily Recommend
riiem to the Acceptation oi his Flock, "

^::'.

And, flys Bliliop Bull, the Prieft that is

not cloathed with Rightcoufnef% tho* other-
wife richly adorned with ail the Orna?nents of
humane and divine Literature, and thofegmlsl^
ed over with the Rays of a Seraphic Prudence
and Sagacity, is yet but a naked, beggarly,
defpicable Creature; of no life or Ser'^ice in
the Church of God,

The unholy Teacher, let h'm preach ever
fo well, difcourfeth to little Purpofe. Thero
tvill be no Life in his Doflrine, becaufe his
Life isfo deAitute of the Spirit of Holinefs; he
will fooner damn his own Soul, thin fave any
Man's elfe. {q)

^

And

us.

(f) CompaaiQtt f«f the Candidates of holy Ordcra,

mmtpnynn
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And now, from thefe Confidcratlons I

think it appears a heavy Judgment of God

upon a I eople, when, in the Condua ot his

holy, juft and all wife Providence, he pe -

mlts 'them to chufe and fettle fuch as Paftors

and Teachers in the Church,

Surely then, there can be no Deprecation

in the Litany more neceflary than this, viz.

From ungenerate Minijiers, good Lord deliver

us.

3. We hence learn who are beft qualified for

the Work of the Gofpel Miniflry, viz. Such

as arc endowed with the Gifts and Gracei of

God's hoi}' Spirit.

Gifts without Grace will not do : they muft

go together, though I/peak with the Tongues^

of Men, and of Angels, and have not Qk^{ty

I atn become as founding Brafs, or atinklmg

Cymbal. Andtho* I have the Gift of Prophecy,

and underftand all Myjleries and all Know-

ledge \ and though I have all Faith, fo that I

could remove Mountains, and have no Charity,

I am nothing. And though I bejiow all my

Goods to feed the Poor, and though Igive my
-*

Bcdf
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Body to be burned, and have not Charity it pro^
fiteth me TiOtking, (s)

As God hath a Church in the World, a-
gainft which the Gates of Hell fhall not pre-
vail

; fo he continues to qualify thofe whom
he fe^s lit to employ, in preaching the
everlafting Gofpd, for the perfefting of the
Samts, for the edyfying of the Body ofChriff,
&c(/). It is well obferved, God hath not
thought fit to fend his Gofpel to us by the Mi^
niftry of Angels, but in great Wifdom hath
committed the Difpenfation of it to Men, to
frail finful Men, to Men of the like Corrupt
tionsand Paflfions with;their fellow Creatures :

yet can preach the Word more experimentalh
uian could be done by Creatures of any other
Older.

ForMinifters being of the fame Frame and
Conftitution, and under the fame common
Circumftances with other Men ; they feel the
fame workings of the Spirit of God within
them

:
they mQQt. with the fame Snares, and

are in all Tings tempted as other Men ; have
the fame failings. Infirmities and Imperfedli-

ons.

tl

{') irCor. 13. ,, 2, 3. (/^ Eph,^, ,,^ ,^^
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ons, and are to have the fame Work of

Grace wrought upon them; and fo are brought

into a converted and faving State after the

fame Manner that other Men are. And this

mu^ give great Advantage to their preaching,

and wonderfully enable them to adopt and

to accomodate their Difcourfes to the Circum-

ftances of their Hearers.

And on this Account it is juAIy affirmed.

That a good experienced Chriftian endowed

with the ordinary minijierial Gifts, is better

qualified for a Preacher to fmful Men, than

an Angel from Heaven : For altho' we mufl

allow Angels to be Creatures of much greater

Sagacity and Wifdom than Men, vet they

have never experienced the Workings of a

corrupt Nature within; theynever knew what

it was to endure the divine Defcrtion, or have

the Light of God's Countenance hid from

tl\3m, &c.

And therefore can't be fupipofed to fpcak

fo feelingly and experimentally, if fo intel-

ligibly, about thofe Things as an experienced

Minifter, who has felt them in his own Soul.

Such Knowledge is too wonderful for Angels;

it is high, they cannot attain unto it. And

B2 this

/
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hisTreafure being committed tofuch earthen
Vcffels, ferves to fet forth, and make the
Power and WifJom of God more confui-
cuous when it proves effedlual for the Con-
veilwon of Sinners {a)

(But it isTime, a asConcIufion of the Whole
chatladdrefs myfelf to the Perfon on -.vhom
our Hands are to be laid ; to the People who
have made Choice of him for their Pallor •

and finally, to the whole Aflcmbly convened

Pkce
^<=3fion' And in the iirft

Dear^ Sir You are now engaging in a
Work, m itfelf, of the greateft Importtnce to
the Souls ofMen, and attended with fo much
Difficulty, as made the Apoftle Paul to cryont,mo tsfufficientfor thefeThtngs ! We are
lenfible.you muft labourunder peculiar Difad-
vantages. as you have not been favoured with
a liberal Education.

But from a long Acquaintance * I chari-
tably hope you have, by the grace of God,

attained,

(•) 2. Cor. 4. 7,
~
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ittalned the Knowledge of the Holy, which is

Unclcrllanding, and confequently, the Lord

God hath (in the bell: Senfe) given you the

fongue of the learned (e). For who teachetk

fike him (d) ?

,
And WG trufl, that Love to Chrifl (that

Teacher who cam^ from God) and the Souls

len, has confrrained you to undertake this

Bulinefs; unto which you are wholly to give

yourLlf.

You are to be employed by the great

Ifhephcrd in feeding the Sheep and the

J-ambs of the Mock, which he has purchafed

iviih his own Elood. Now then, fuppoiing

Chrifl putting the Quellion to you, as he did

%o Peter, Simon, Son of Jonas loveft thou

me? And if the Love of God be not now fo

(bed abroad in your Heart, as you can fay,

as he did, " Lord thou knoweft that I love

f* thee: Yet can you fay to him, Lord I think

J' 1 love thee: I hope and truft, that 1 do

If' fincerely love thee, and I defire to love

'W thee more?" And then, as the Effedl of

^\his love to Chrifl, do you find a Love to

'liouls, and a Willingnefs to fpend and be

/pent in the Service of Chrifl, and of precious

Vk)uls? If

((J jia. 50. 4. (^J Job. 36. IX. Luk. 24. 32. 45.

/
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If fo, thank God and take Courage. For

fays Chrift, my Grace is fufficient for thee;

and his Strength is made perfedl in our Weak-
nefs (ej.

Let me therefore, in the Words of the

Apoftle, befeech you to grow in Grace, and

in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour

JefusChrift: And with this Knowledge feed

the Flock over which the Holy Ghoft is now
making you the Overfeer. Go forth in the

Strength of the Lord. And the Lord Jefus

Chrifl be with thy Spirit,

«
cc

<c

<c

<c

<c

(C

«

" And among all the Subjcds with which

you feed the People of God, let not the

true Bread of Life be forgotten. Let a cru-

cified Chrifl be the very Soul and Centre

both ofyour Study and Preaching. Befure
^

to have a fpccial Regard to the genuine

DoBrines of Grace^ as the very Salt and

Soul ofyour Sermons : They will be pu-

trified Things without them. ' Thefe Doc-

trines will be the Life of your Miniflry

;

nor can the Power of Godlinefs ever be

maintained without them. The Lofe of
« thefe

(tj 2, Cor. la. 9.

^.
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" thefe Truths will render a Miniftry mfipld

" and unfruitful." We have an excellent

Compendium of thefe Do6lrines in the larger

Catechifm compofed by the Affembly of Di-

vines that met at Weftminfter A. D. 1947.

And next to the holy Scriptures, probably, a

better and more needfulBook is not tobe found

in the Univerfe. I therefore advife you to

acquaint yourfelf well with thofe Forms of

found Words.

Catechifing will take up a confiderabl^

Part of your Time; which will be wellfpent;

for it will ferve to renderyour Preaching much
more profitable.

Finally, Be diligent in your Mafters Buff-

nefs: Carefully improving thofe Talents with

which he has entruiled you ; for he requires

no more at your Hands. He that improved

his two Talents, was equally approved ofby
his Lord and Mafter as he who had improved
his Ten : and therefore, faid to each of them.

Well done good and faithful Servant, entec

thou into to ^oy of thy Lord (f),"*
" Be

thou therefore faithful unto Death, and he
will give you a Crown of Life (gj*

iC

cc

(C

<c

(f) Mat. ^5. 22, 23. (gj Rcy. 2. 10,
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1 now turn myfelf to tlte Reprefen-

tatives of the Dutch Calvanijl Con-

gregation at Lunenburg.

Brethren and beloved in Chrifl.

B EH O L D here, the Man^ who this

Day is to be fcperated to the Work of the

Gofpel Miniftry among you. A Man, not

impofed upon you without your Approbation

tndConfent; but the Man of yourChoice {^/j^ :

And upon whom the Hearts of the People aro

fet ; the Man whom you have a right to call

ynto, and employ in this Service ; that you
may worfhip God in that Way, which to

you appears moll: agreablc to his Word.
For this Caufe and Purpofe he hath quitted

his fecular Employments (l). Thus Simorl

Peter and Andrew left their Nets and follow-

ed

(b) " The Laity or People in the Charch of England
*• have no Right, arc by no Means allowed to have their
** Candidates on Approbation. Their Bufindi is to receive
•* and peaceably fubmit *o any one whr>m the honourable
«* Socitty feads tkem. i\nd fhould the People diflike their
*• Miffionary ever fo nauch upori hearing him, they can't
** give him much Uaeafiners.''

N. B. (i) Mr. Bruin Ctmiti'ftif had been much em-
ployed in Fifliing, in Time paft.

ec
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cd Chrlft, that they might become Fiilicrs of
Men, Wherefore, receive ye him in the

Lord with all Gladnefs: and efteem him
highly in Love for his Work fake, and be at

Peace among yourfclves.—See, that you
make the great End of your Attendance
upon his Miniftry, your being made wife unto

' Salvation.

And if he becomes the Inftniment ofyour
New-birth, you fhall be his Joy and Crown
of rejoicing in the Prefence of our Lord Jefus

Chriflathis coming (k)y when he (hall put

all thofe that love him into the PoflefHon of
the Kingdom prepared for them from the

Foundation of .he World, where you fliall

no more need to be fed by Chrift's Minifters,

Word 4:id Ordinances; for the Lamb, (that

great Shepherd of the Sheep) fhall himfelf

feed you with the rich Difcoveries of himfelf,

and of his Love ; and fhall " Lead you un-
" to living Fountains of Waters : And God
" fhall wipe away all Tears from your
'' Eyes.** (m)

I now beg leave in the laft Place, to

addrefs myfelf to this whole Affembly.

Men

(k) I. Iheff". %. 19 (m) Rev, 7-17.

•t!
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Men and Brethren,

WE are convened npon a very ferious Oc*

cafion. And Chriftians of different

Denominations are joining in the Worlhip of

God together j. And how good and pleal-

ant it is, for Brethren to dwell together in

Unity ? Probably we ftiall not aU ever af-

fcmble to worfhip God together again, here

bebw ; but why, my Hearers, why, fhall

we not worfliip together in that Temple

which is above, where we ihall be all of one

Heart and one Way ? Surely, i/ we love

the Lord Jefus Chrift. we cannot be rejedled

the Kingdom of Heaven ; that Kingdom

which he hath promifedto "All thofe that

«' love him (nj. Thefc (hall enter in thro

« the Gates into the City ; they ihall afcend

" into the Hill of the Lord, and abide forever

•' in his Tabernacle.

But are there not many here of whom it

may

"rrtr^ycellencv the Right Honourable Lord William

-n
^ ",^1? r nvernor of thi Province, with a Number of

Campbell, Govern^^^^^
this Affembly with the r

fcis Majefty !^Council, no
i>enomiuations of Chrifti^

r:f;Ter;nf;n t^il^oVn '''''''' ^-'^-^^^-"^

viththeTranfaaio».ofti^e»ay.

(fij Jam. a. S*
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may be truely faid, " The Love of God
" dwclleth In them ?"

And of this Number are all fuch as are not

born of God, as our Saviour himfelf affures

us verily, verily I fay unto thee, except a

Man be born ofWater and of the Spirit, he

cannot enter into the Kingdom of God (o).

Baptlfmal Regeneration gives us no Title to

the Kingdom ofHeaven : No : We muft be

born of the Spirit^ by which we are made
Partakers of the divine Nature, WhichChange
being injiantaneous^ all the Graces of the Ho-

ly Spirit, are then implanted in us at once

;

fuch as Faith and Love, Fear of God, &c. So

that unlefs we are born of God and beconie

new Creatures in Chrift, we cannot be faid

to love the Lord Jefus Chrift, and confquent-

ly have no Title to the Kingdom which he

hath fromifed to them that love him,.

And how highly foever we may think of

ourfelves, the infpired Apoftle tells us, that

we are nothing (p), that is, nothing in the

Eyes of God with Refpedl to his Favour and

Friendfhip : Nothing as to oux own Peace,

C Safety

(9J John 3. 5. (p) I, Cor. 13. a.
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Safety and Happinefs. The Things which ac-

company Salvation are not to be found in luj

:

And therefore we are nothing. Wretched

and miferable, and poor and blind and nak-

fd(sj. In the Gall of Bitternefs and in the

lond of Iniquity (tj. And of this Number
are all thofe,

1. Who never faw their abfolute Need of

Chrift to fave them from Hell, and to bring

them to Heaven, by his meritorious Suffer-

ings and Death.

2. Who do not, above all Things, defire

to promote and advance that Kingdom of

Chrift in the World, which coniiAs in Righ-

teoufnefs, and Peace and Joy in the Holy
Ghofl.

3. Of this Number arc thofe who pay no

due Regard to God's holy Sabbaths. Who
lo^''e not the " Habitation of God's Houfe,
" the Place where his Honour dwelleth faJ.
Who call not the "Sabbath a Delight, the

holy of the Lord and honourable ; but do
their own Ways, find their own Pleafure,

*' &c.*' How dwelleth the Love of God in

fuch ! They could not be happy, if they were
to

ic

t<

(O Rev. 3. 17. (t) A&, 8. 23. (tf) Pf. 16. «.
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to be admitted into the Kingdom of Heaven.

4. Such are thofe, who inftead of loving,

are Defpifers ofgood Men, fuch as fear God :

e(pcci2il\y good Mwt/iers, whomChrift fends

in CompaiTion to the Souls of Men, for their

Salvation.

5. Such are thofe, 'who walk after the

Flefh, and mind earthly Things : and live

Without any ferloiis Intercourfe with Ccd by

Prayer; wliich is living withoui God in the

irorld.

6. Such are thofe, who having a Form of

Godlincfs, deny the Power of it.

Such as deride and reproach the Spirit of

God in his Graces, which he beftows upon

his People—Scoffing at thofe who fpeak of

Communion wIthGod, Spiritual Experiences,

Defertions, and Things of the like Nature,

Now, of all thefe, it may be faid, that they

have no Inheritance in the Kingdom of Chrijl

and of God, but the IP^rath of God abideth on

them : And they deferve to be banlfhed from

the Prefence of the Lord for ever. For, //

any Man love not the Lord Jefus Chri/l, let him

be

I

i
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be Anathama^ Maranatha (b). That Is, let

him be accurfcd of God, the Lord cometh to

execute Vengeance on him. How awful this

Sentence! How dreadful your Condition!

Nothing remaineth but a certain fearful look-

ing for of Judgment, and fiery Indignation,

which ftiall devour the Adverfaries (e).

If the Righteous fcarcely be faved, where

Jloall the ungodly and the Sinner appear {d) ?

What then will ye do, O ye Tranfgreflbrs,

when God rifeth up ; and when he vifiteth,

" what will you aniwer him (f)?" To whom
will ye flee for Help, " When he fhall be

revealed from Heaven with his mighty

Angeis in flaming Fire taklngVengeance on
" them that know not, that love not God,

and that obey not the Gofpel of our Lord

JefusChrift, &c (/)." " For the ungodly

". fhall not ftand in the Judgment, nor Sin-

ners in the Congregation of the Righteous.

For the Lord knoweth the Way of the

Righteous, but the Way of the ungodly

ihall periih {g).

We

<c

«

<c

cc

<c

cc

cc

<c

{b) \. Cor. 16. 22. (f) Heb. 10. 27.

(^ I. Pet. 4. 18. (^)Job ji. 14. (/) 2.TIicfs. I,

7» 8, 9, Of) Pfal. I. 5, 6.
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We then, who are "AmbafladorsforChrift,
as tho' God did befeech you by us, do now

' earneftly pray you in Chrift's Stead, be
' ye reconcilled to God (hy " Before the
' Decree bring forth, before the Day pafs
' as the Chaff, before the iierce Anger of
* the Lord come upon you, before the Day
* of the Lord's Anger come upon you (/)."

And as ye would " Efcape all thefe Things
that fhall come to pafs, and ftand before
the Son ofMan withConfidence and Bold-
nefs in the Day ofJudgment, and be found
of your judge in Peace," you mufl lay hold

on the Hope fct before you ; even, " Jefus,

which delivered us from the Wrath to

come (ky* So an Entrance fliall be ad-

miniflred to you abundantly into the everlafl-

ing Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus

Chrifl, Amen,

FINIS.

-r*'

{^) 1. Cor. 5. 20. (/) Zeph. 2. 2, (k) Luke 21. $6,

( ) Thefs. I. 10.
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An APPENDIX.
CONTAINING the Reaions of

the Ordination of the Rev. Mr.
Bruin Romcas Com'tngoe^ to the
paftoral Care of the Dutch CaU
vinijls at Lunenburghj in the
Province of Nova-Scotia \ with
theQueftions publickly propound*
ed on that Occafion, &c,

By theKty. Mr. MURDOCH.

A REPRESENTATION
Of the diftreffed Stat* of the Dutch Caha'-

nifls of Lunenburgh, having been made to

us, the Minifters of the Gofpcl, who are

convened on this Occafion,

We
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WE accordingly took the fame into

our ferious Conlideratlon, and upon

due Enquiry, have found that thefe People

have been entirely deftltutc, for the Space

pf Sixteen Years, of a regular Minlfler, who
might break the Bread of Life unto them, in

due Seafon, and perform the other Duties of

theminifterial Fundlion, agreeable to the Scrip-

tures andtheDidlates of their own Confciencesj

that they made regular Application to the

Miniflers of their own Denomination in Phi-

ladelphia, who could give them no Encour-^

ageraent, as they were unable to obtain a

fufficient Supply for their own Vacancies

:

And that, as their dernier Refort-, they have

fixed their Eyes upon one among themfelves,

'viz, Mr. Bruin Romcas Comingoe, (commonly
known by the Name of Brown,

Accordingly upwards of kixy Families

have petitioned us to fet a- . the faid Mr,
Brown, to the Oflice of the Miniftry

amongft them. But left Religion fhould

be injured by fuch a Procedure, we have ufed

all that Precaution which was poflible for us

info important an Affair. An Enquiry has

been made into his moral Charadler ; and we
find from Gentlemen ofundoubted Veracity,

that
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that it flands fair and unblemlfhcd. We
have moreover preceded to enquire into his

Qualifications for fo facred an Employment,
viz. his Knowledge of fpeculative and prac-

tical Religion : His Ability in rightly divide

ing the Word : The Articles of his Faith,

6cc. And we can affure this Audience (or

others) that he has given us ample SatisfacTtion

in ail thefe Particulars : And ifwe are judges

of thefe Matters, his Knowledge of the Scrip-

tures makes that commonly received Maxim
amongft the Schools true concerning^ him

:

Bonus T'extuan'us eft bonus Theologus, And
confequently cannot be ftigmatiz'd with the

Name of a Novice.

We have been aware of fome Obje(5lions,

which ha. j been m3.de ^^a.in{\: the Candidate*s,

Admiffion into this facred Office.
»

Firft, That he has not had a liberal Educa-

tion, and is unacquainted with the Languages.

To this we reply. That we only follow the

Example of the Reformed Churches.

The Aflembly of Scotland in the Year

1708, (the Record? of which we have had be-

fore us) appointed the Prefbytery of Skey to

ordain

fill

i i lW —IWJH I-I J-'^.J. .W"!iy..
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ordain one in the Parlfhof-S'^ Killa, on the

Account of his Particular Gifts, ^vho had njta

liberal Education, or even the Knowlegde of

the Lati: Tongue. In an Abftraa of the

Proceedings of the Society for the!^ropagation

of the Gofpei in Foreign Parts, jIn. Dom.

1768, mention is made of the Rev. Mr.

Philip Quaque, (a Negroe) asaMiflio-

nary, Catechift, and SchocJ-Mafter to the

Negroes on the Gold Coft of Jfrka ; whofe

annual Saiary is Fifty Pounds Sterling. And
we find that both in former and later Periods,

in Cafes of NeceiTity ,
(which appears to be

the State of Lunenburg) the fame has been

pra6lifed. We have moreover, Inflanccs on

this Continent of Perfons who were not en-

dowed with a liberal Education, who have

been regularly admitted into Holy Orders ;

and have in the Judgment of Charity been in-.

ftrument^ in turning many unto righteoyi-

nefs,
*

Secondly, That this is only fupporting a

Fadion. We have alfo enquired into thia

particular,

—1^1—»— . I. I
III ii>

I

I I » I
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"

• N. B. Wc do not mean thatour Procedure In this Aifair

ftiouldbe maaeaPrefident of, or brought into Ufage in this

Infant Colony, or clfevvhere, unlefs irx Cafes ofNeccffuy, as

ahove-meationcd.
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particular, and on due Examination find the

Charge Groundlcfs. They have in their na-

tive Land been brought up in the Calviniilic

Prefbyterian Religion, and do flill, as we are

well informed, continue in the fame Senti-

ments. As the Legiflature then of this Co-

lony had ^wifely Ena^ed^ " Thatfuch Jhall
" have free Liberty of Confcience ; JJoall have
" Liberty to eredl and build Meeting-HoufeSy
" or Places of public IVorfhip : And ferve

God in that Manner which appears to them

congruous to his WilU* We, from this, and

the foregoing Confiderations, together with

the Information we have had, that fome of

them, who have always been ufeful Inhabi-

tants, would leave the Province unlefs this

Matter could be accomplifhed, have con-

cluded to fet the Canditate a-part to the holy

Miniftry.

Having therefore judged Mr. Comingoe

qualified to be Paftor asLoi the Congrega-

tion at Lunenburg, who have petitioned

us to fet him a-p*irt to that Office ; We do

hereby give Notice to all prefent, that if they

have any Thing to obje6l, why he ihould not

be admitted Paftor of the afore-mentioned

Congregation, that they now make aDeclara-

—%f- 1^ ^^^H
""'" •y
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As noObjedlion is offered, we fhall proceed

without further Delay.

The following Queftlons publickly pro-

pounded to the under-named Perfons, wcie
anfwered in the Affirmative.

Slue/l. Mr. Kaulbach and Mr. ShupJy, do
you, as Commiilioners from the Congregation

of Cahtnifts at Lunenburg, renew, in their Be-

halfjVyour Call to Mr. Bruin Romeas Comin*

goe?

^ Doyou, Mr. Bruin P^mcasComingoe, ac-

cept of the faid Call and Invitation to be their

Pallor?

Q^UESTIONS.
ift. Do you believe the Scriptures of the

old and new Teflament, and the Truths

therein contained to be the Word ofGod ?

2. Do you own, and will you adhere to

the Confeflion of Fai^,. which you have made
us : The Hiedelburgh and Affemblies Cate-

chifms, and the Dodlrines therein contain«d,

as being founded on, and confonant to the

Holy Scriptures ?

3. Will you by the Grace of God, be faith-

ful

mi

jh, tt,: -.., ,
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fill and zealous In maintaining the Truths of
the Gofpel, the Unity of the Church and
Peace thereof againfl all Oppolition you may
meet with ?

4. Do you likevvife o\ln, and will you ad-
here to the Worfhip, Difcipline and Govern-
ment of the reformed Pre%terian Churches,
as being founded on, and agreeable to the
Scriptures ?

5. Have you been led in your engaging in
the Work of the Miniftry by a fingle and fin-

cere Love to God, and aim at his Glory, and
not by filthy Lucre, and the Motives of worl-
dly Gain ?

6. Do you engage to be diligent and afli-

duous in praying, reading, meditating, preach-
ing, adminiflring the Sacraments, catechifing,

exercifing Difcipline ; and in performing all

other minifterial Duties toward the People
committed to your Charge ?

7. Will you be fubjedl to us your Brethren
in the Lord, and to the Difcipline ofthe afore-

mentioned reformed Churches ?

8. Will you take Care that you and your

Family

11
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Family walk unblameably ; be Examples t6

the Flock, and adorn the ProfefTion of die

Gofpel.

Finally. Do you own and proitiife Allegi*

ance to his MajeftyV King George the Third,

in all Things civil and lawful ?

ne CHARGE,
Given, by the Rev. Mr. LY O N.

TH E Scene that now opens upon you,

my Dear Brother, is ineffably import-

ant : And you cannot be too fenlible of your

own Unworthinefs, and the Honour God has

now conferred upon you. You now begin to

move m a more extenfiveSphere than former-

ly, and all your Adlions become more awfully

pregnant with either Life or Death to Man-
kind. Whatever the Confequences of your

former Life may be, God will now make

you, if found faithful, a Savour of Life unto

Lift tofome, and (would to God I were not

obliged to add) a Savour of Death unto Death

unto others. The great Shepherd and Bifhop

of Souls has cnade you an Overfeer of Part of

his
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^'i'iJPi^V
^"^ ^^ requires you with thegrea.

reft Fidelity and Care to break the Bread of
Life unto them in due Seafon. And this
bpiritual l-ood will prove moft falinary to allwho Tafte its Sweetnefs, but the fureft Poifon
to thofe who tafte it not. fFho then is ruffici.m for theje Things ?

^ -^

Beware you do not mix any Thing of youf
'n with the Provifions of God's Houfe.

Preachnot yourfelf6utCHKisT]nsvs, theLerd
mdhmcruafied. Make yourfelfwell acquaint-
ed with the Natvire and Perfedlions ofGod j the
Kelation that fubfifts betweenGod and us jour
Apoftacy from God by Sin, and the Way of
Salvation thro' the Lord Jesus Christ
Faithfully exjDlain thefe and all other Imereft-
ing revealed Truths, in as clear and full a
Manner as you are capable. Faithfully and
frequently warn the carelefs and fecure Sin-
ner, and thofe who live at Eafe in Zion of
their dangerous Situation. Set their Sins in
Urder before them, cry aloud and fbare not.
' hunder the Sentence ofthe violated Law in
their guilty Ears. Give them no reft while

• they remain deftitute of the Grace of God-
tor tfyou warn them not, and they die in their
Imqmties, their BkodJJiall be required at your

Hands

.. -.. ..,*—.^j. „
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Hands, But while, by the Terrors of the

Lord you perfwade Men to be reconciled to

God, ftudy to enlighten the Underflanding,

and to convince them that you dilintereflcdly

aim at their Salvation.

But when you have informed Sinners of

their Danger, Ihew them alfo the Way of ef-

cape. Lead them to Jesus the City of Re-

fuge; prcfs them to believe m him, and toky
hold on the Hope fet before them in the Go-
fpel. Study the Scriptures of the old and new
Teftamcnt; they will prove a Light unto your

Feet and a Lamp unto your Paths,

Devote yourfelf wholly unto the momen-
tous Bufinefs to which you are now called ; I

mean, as much as your Circumftances in Life

will poflibly admit. Take heed unto yourfelf

and unto all the Flock over which the Holy
Ghoft hath made you an Overfeer to feed the

Church of God, which he had purchafed with

his own Blood,

Youmuftexpe6l, Dear Sir^ to meet with
innumerable Difficulties in the faithful Dif-

charge of your facred Office, and to pafs

thro* evil Report as well as food Report.

Your

\'^.\

w
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Your Lord and Mafterdid fo beforcyou, fcut
lay hold of the gracious Promife, which he
was pleafed to -ive his difconfolate Difciplcc

In the World ye (hall have Tribulation ,'

o^tjnmeye fliall have Peace: Be of
good Cheer, I have overcome the World.

You ferve a kin-^ id gracious Mafter, who
will always vouchfa. j to fupport and reward
you while you continue faithful in his Service •

and he hath faid, / wiil never leave nor for-
Jake thee. •'

You are engaged in a noble and glorious
Caule which is worthy ofyour greateft Fidc-
Lty and Zeal. You are called from the mean
and fervJc Employments of this World to
promote a Defign which engages the Atten-
tion ofaU the heavenly Hofts:a De%n,which
Ood himfelf has been carrying into Execution
Irom the Beginning of Time to the prefent

r n'^^ ™" compleat at the Confumation
of all Things. Be then faithful to God, to
your own Soul, and to the Souls committed
to your Care.

r And in the Words of^t. Paul to Timo-
thy, I chargeyou before Gci, and the Lord
jESvs Christ whoJhalljudge the quick and

^ the

I
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the Dead at his Appearing and Kingdom^

preach the JVord in Seafon, and out of Seafon ;

reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longfuffering

and doJlrine. Take Heed unto thyfelfy and unto

thy doBrine, continue in them : For in doing

this, thou JIjalt b^thfave thyfelf and them that

hear thee,

Admlnlfter the Ordinances of the Gofpel,

Baptifm and the Lord's Supper; and faithfully

difcharge every minifterial Duty in its proper

Time and Place. Set before your People a

wife and prudent Example m all Things.

Be faithful and *^yal to the illuftrious Houfe
of Hanover : 1 fubje<5l to the Government
under which you live, in the Lord.

Meddle not with Politicks any further than

is ncceffary to preferve the Peace ofyour own
Mind ; avoid a Party Spirit. And ftudy to

build up the Kingdom and Intereft of Jesus

Christ in the Souls ofMen. This is the great

and momentous Bufinefs^ for which you are

cow folemnlyfct a-part.

Spend and be fpenitherefore in this glorious

Caufe. Be harmlefs as the Steward of God,

not felf'willed, not foon angry, not given to

fFine

m
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Wm,not a Striker, mt ^eedy offilthy Lucre ,
but a Lover of Hofpitality, a Lover of good

fZ'/fZ'-^"^' ^<"«P^'"'t^ Holdingfafi the
fatthful Word, that you may be able by found
JJoitrine, both to exhort and to convince the
f^amjayers.

Thally Stand faft in the Lord; be vigilant
and indefatigable in your facred Employment
Blive near to God; Pray without ceafing, allc'

Direaion in every Thing. Lean not to your
own Underftanding, but lean on the Lord
your ^od; and ipal^e him all yourDepen-
danc^; for in him your great Sftength lieth;
in hiiii and by his gracious Aid, you can doM Things, but without him you can do no-
thing. AtthefameTimefurnifhyourfelfwith
and diligently makeufe of all pofTible human
Helps: And earneflly plead with God to
qualify you more and more for your facred
Employment

And for your Encouragement thro' the
whole ofyourMiniftry, be afTured, that every
Soul which Qc*l fhall make you inftrumental
of bringing Home to himfeif, will prove an
liluftrious Gem in your immortal Crown of
Glory. Amen.

And

)
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And now fufFer me to addrcfs mvfelf to

yon, who are the Reprefentatlves of the.

People, over which we have now fet a-part

one to adminiflcr the Word and Sacraments

unto you. He has had a unanimous Call to

labour umong you in holy Things, We there-

fore befeech and command you, to receive

him as your Paflor and Teacher: View him
a<^ regularly ordained and fet apart to this

facred Office. Receive km in the Lord with ail

J'hankfulnefs ; Submit to his Inftrudions, Ad-
monitions and Reproofs. And do every Thing
in your Power to encourage his Heart and to

flrenghten llis Hands And may he prove

thro' therichMercy of God in Jesus Christ,
a Savour of Life unto Life unto your Souls.

'

Amen, '
*

"^"
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^he right Hand of :

By the Rev. Mr, P H E L p g.

Dear Sjr,

AS you have been now folemnly fet
apart to the Work of the GofpelM«>%; to ad in thatfacred and SSr^

Sphere We wifhfyou ihePrefenceZdS^ng ofAJoMghty God: The neareftSSw.th J.sus the Redeemer, and theconSS
Confolanon of th^ Holy Spirit tofuppon wuunder all yo,« Burdens'in Vo DiffiX"d wduous an Employ, ,nd agfeable 7o the Examp^e of James. Peter and ]ol7thlApoftH unto Paul andBARNkBAs' I Jonow ,„ the Name., and at the R4ueft^/,^^;
Brethren prefent on this Occafion JyV^l
the RIGHT HAND of FELLOwIhK
take Part of thefacnd Miniftry Jkus\ in

J if"'i""T ?^" ^'"'^ acknowledge ^ou as

ever wiflung Grace, Mercy, and Peace from

God '

1!
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God the Father, andourLord Jesus Christ,

may be multiplied to you, and the Flock over

which the HolyGhoft hath
^
made you an

Ovcrfeer, #
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