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CANADA LANCET,

A MONTIILY JOURNAL OF

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SCILNCE.

Von. IV. MARCI, 1872, No 1.

Original Communicafions.

PHENOMENA OF LIFE MAINTAINED AND CONTROL-
LED BY TWO ANTAGONISTIC PRINCIPLES
¢ OF INNERVATION.
(Continued from April Nuner, 1871.)

wFor he who studies naturc’s laws
From certain truths bis masimy draws

BY J. @. FRERL, M.D., 3MARKUIAM, ONT.

Tho design of a medical journal is not only to disscminate
practical information among tho members of tho profession, but
to creato at tho samo time a desive for scientific investigation.
To accomplish this doublo object a gencrous criticism is an indis-
ponsable requisito. To allow all tho productions of correspon-
dents to go unchallonged iz, in & measure, to tacitly zcquicsco
in their correctess, and thus, pousibly, in some instances, to mis-
load tho inexporionced. In this respeet, tho roport of « Barbar-
ous troatmont by a Midwifo” desorves 8 passing notico. The
proprioty of tho courso adopted by tho medical attondams is
rathor moro than questionable. Tarning is always formidable,
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involving a mortality to mothera of ono in fourtcon; while
chloroform, when tho pationt was alrendy “nearly uneonseious,”
greatly increased the danger without in the least facalitating the
indicated operation.  Tho child being dead boyond doubt,
prompt ovircerntion and delivery with tho crotchet would havo
afforded o tho mother tho greatest posablo chanco for life.
Reports without psst mortem oxaminations aro uneatisfactory, it
not absolutely valucless. The true cause of doath in this caso
must ovor remain a doubt,  Was thero injury or parnial rupturo
of tho uterus, eaused by turning, or was tho system too enfeobled
to bo ablo to rally fully from tho anmstholic state? Cortainly
tho “ gotting up,” howover reprobengible, in scarcoly sufll
alono to account for « fatal collapse, or tho formation of clota in
tho heart.”

In tho April No, of the Lancet tho author of * Phonomona
of Lifo" solicited a critical ination ; but noithor tho Xditor,
himaclf a respectablo author and an cminont teacher of physio-
logy, nor any ono of hix learned correspondents has, a3 yot,
deigned to notico the subject. Suroly tho question, though
omanating from an obsecure source, ought to bo corsidered suffi,
ciontly important to tho advanecracnt of medical scionco to morit
o caroful investigation, So deep and universnl has been the im-
pression that & bonoficent Croator, who bas assigned dofinite
laws for tho government of tho aniverse, would not have loft
man, tho only portion on which he has stamped the divine image,
to tho oporations of mero chance, that philosophers, in overy age
bave invented theories designed to explain tho “animating princi-
ple”  Tho hypothotic * Entity” of Aristotle, and tho “ Materia

Vita” of Huntor, with all intormedi shades of conj ,
aim at o\pl'\lmn" vital action by somo mystorious 'wcnt, which
jsina dependent of tho organism itsclf. It is ovidont

that an organic system, to bo perfect, must contain within itself
somo principlo of action capable of maintaining and regniating
jts oporations, and as overy picco of mechanism from tho Great
Architeet bears the impress of porfection, we must considor tho
vis vite aa insopamblo part of tho boing. What philosophers
sought for in vain, physiologists oxplored tho human systom to
discover, and men of scicnco ardently desired to know, 18 found,
as might-havo been oxpected, 1n the simple arrangement of. tho
two nervous systoms, admirably adapted to presido over organio
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functions. 'Tho author claim+ no greater morit than hacing pos-
sesscd discernmont enough to dixcover and gather up materinls
ready fonaed by tho great tery, and strewn broadeast over
tho pagds of medical literature, which, like the blocks for Solo-
mon's temple though hewn and poliched in distant regions, whon
brought together, fit cumplotely into a structure of beauty and
symmetry.

‘Thus the erperiments of Bernawd, which havo been fully
confirmed by subsequent investigators, prove toan absolute cor-
tainty the existencs of a law of antagonistic inncrvation presid-
ing over capillavy function.  Extirpation of the superior cervical
ganglion produces i congestion of the corre~ponding
sido of the face, with consequent augmentation of temperature,
while destraction of the fifth nerve induces exsanguination and

t diminution of tomy Now, it is plain from
theso romlh that the sympathetic ceptres contract the capil-
larics, and that th  sentient nerves must contain norve fibres
specially ondowed with the power ot dilating theso vexsols, and
that tho systems of ccatres normally form an cquilivriom of
action commensurato with the due performance of organic fune-
tion. It is alo proved L, oxperiments more than sufficiently
numerous, that the o systems possess very differont dogrees of
suscoptibility, whilo the corobro-spinal system responds to the
ledst possiblo impressivo influence, the ganglionic only obeys an
intensified action , but when ones fully impro.\'scd the action i3
far moro forciblo and prol d, N ily thon, an impul
is first folt by the moro susccptlblc, which are tho capihary
dilators, aud if an exaltant impression the vessels expand, but
if a depressant, thoy contract, the ganglionic contracting force
remaining unchangzed till the impress beeomessufficiontly intenso
16 oxalt or depress their dynamic power, when, their action
boing moro porsistent and energotic, overcomes that of thoir
antagonists, and produces partinl or completo occlusion of the
capillarics, or xinks moro rapidly from a depressant influonce,
leaving tho antagonistic dilating inncrvation unbalanced, and
consequently theso vessels becomo ovorywhero oxpanded. These
phenomona are manifested in all nutritive, therapeutic and mor-
bific inflaonces.  Tho contact of food with sontient ramifications
in the mucou, membrano of the stomach produces an exaltant
impression on the nervous centres presiding over the capillarics
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whick furnich the gastrie glands with tho clemonts from which
the sulvent is viaburated, aid tho wlivls mowbiane manifests an
increased redaiess, aud the gastriv guics bugas to lun. All the
rapoulic influcin s i vithet vasliani ut dupiiasanl.  The charac
teristiv phonumona of eacls wro fuily desuiibud in the firstartivle
on tho “ Phenvineua ol Lfe,” and, thocfore, weed not by hero
repeated, but motbific action, Luag always dupressant, and cun
8equontly wsnuial tu Ly, 1eyunve furihor sllusirativn.  The rst
influence uf murbific scbiun talling vn e svisiive dilaturs, the
capillaries are necessarly wontracted by the uubalanced force of
the ganglionic centros, and as heat is principally gencrated in
theso vussels, 3 cutisequont ditinutivi ol lprialure inevitably
results , hence tho univorsal sensaiion of colduuss, less or moro
sovere, which ushiors inovery diseass. A Coutinuing illusiration
of tho uperativn uf the law 15 iurnishud i the sy uplums of con
cussion. The patieut is pale, cold and sliviring, and if tho
shuck Do sovero vnough (o inducs wmplein vellusiva of the
corobral vapillacios, Ui funclvns uf Lhe svisurinm arc suspended
and wonseyusat insouoibility resulls.  The ncarvncter hure points
with unerring precision W the comparative influcowe  the tvo
antagonistic nervous contres, tho vesscls of the iris Leusy con-
tracted, aro correspundingly olungated, theilly cusing in and
diminishing the sizo ofthe pupsl. Bat when the depressing
forco of the shuck reavhes and seinds duwu ganglivnic iuucreation
to a lovol with its anlagunistic fuice, tho brain Luing again sup
plied by bloud, cunstivusucss returns, bul sbuuld the deprossing
influcnce continue ganghoniv exhaustivn, the appuarance of the
phonomona is diamotuivally changud, the suifuce buwming red,
hot and perspiring, whilo insensililily gradually icluins as the
inspiting influence of the erobial gauglia dimiuishes, the
neurometer indw ating i the oapanded pupid the depaissed stato
of tho ganglivnic furce wali the wunsequont jacpundeiance of
thedilaung , when gauglivi v inucevauvn is compluledy cxbaust
od, animation necessanily eases.

Tho phonomena of fover also assume thoir appropriato place
0 tho demunsizaviwn of thes universal law. All morbilic agencies
capablo of impressing Lhe wortvus centrus with tie cosyntial
charactonistics of Fover avl as direet dopressants,  Tlus is mani-
festly truc frum the fecling ot depressivn au the furming stago,
and tho prustiation throughout ko discase, It s wholly socon-
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coivablo huw mon of great intullect wuld ever havo eotcrumned
an opinivu that sital acuwn 4s proternaturaliy exalted 1 avy
diseasv, and, therofuro, required w bo dopressed. Tho anflucoco
of oxaltants is ity bly necessary o tho o of
animal oxistencv. In fuct, tho human system s a mamaturs
distillury, converung the amylacevus principles tuto cabon,
hydrogen and oxygon i the esaut propuriun requaed fot tho
productivn of alewhol, which 1> tw be used up an e generhuon
of hoat. Xonce, tho universal appoute among all races vf nen
for stimalanls, whilo dopressaut wlluence, being wimanl w Lo,
is intuitivoly dreaded and, it pussible, avorded.

The roceptivn of murbitic agonts v tho systom at frst
reducos dilating norvous furce, and, as 1o shuck, iduces 1ho
inovitallo Jhill, the culd stage lastng il the zymotie prnciple
sonds duwn contraclng inuervauvn w a lovel with the dilaung,
whon the system gradualiy rogains its t warmih, but
ganglionic furco, desconding boluw that ot 13 antagonsy, keaves
dilating innurvativn unbalarced, tho apilianes aro dilated aod
tho surface overywhero ahyp appearanco,  Cir-
culativn and respiration being sncreased vy the prolcmmuml
supply of bluod to the vrguns presiding over theso funcions, &
groator quantily of bivud, in a given tumo mast pitss through the
lungs, aud moro oxygen absurbed than nurmaiy, and as the
amount of Lot ovoleed 18 aiways in propuruon w tho quanuty
of oxygon cunsumed, an vlesauun of temperataro 1s an anos stablo
result. In wicrmticnly, deviculy the mudest typo of 1over,
the hut stago 13 sucweeded by tho sweating, in wlush the miasin
is oliminaled, whon a fresh aceession of nusste i3 necessary for
the full dovolupment of anvther parosysm, and the lagih of
timy roquirad W depress didatng wocivaun sufficientiy o 1o
duco anuthier chall machs tho mensay of mutbise astion, quole
dians beiny always more severs than tertians ot quartans, I
but reacvuable to suppuse, ali thangs beng cyu, tbal an inier-
mission cqual (0 tho first will bu reguiced fur tho dovclupmont of
cach suceeeding paroxysm

The vury intmate tddation exasung butween wllamation
and fover hus induced many cmunou vbsusvors o wosider them
identical.  Tho wnly physwlugial dilloicies couaists - the
formor arising fruw doprossivi of votian uervous centeey aluno,
whilo ia tho latter the dopressive snlluvuco s geoerain Whoen

)
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the capillaries aro rolaxed in any particular part, a determination
of blood 13, 1n vbedienve L a hydrodynamic law, an incvitable
result.  Tho vessols having lust their waidity by greatly dimin-
1shed, of not suspended ganglivnie inncrvation, become gorged
with bloud, and the parts presunt the Chatactoristic pheavmena
of nflammauon, * pmu, rudoess, heat,tonsion and swclling™ Thoe
vessels beconing atienuated from cacessivo expausion, 8000
allow oxudaton; with uitimaie disvrganizalion. Tho ductrine
that inflammatiun arises fivm the * irrita.un of a stimmules” has
Jed o an eeror i pracuce futal to madlivns. Tho very term sert
tauon  creates an wstasancvuy soisation of dopressivn.  The
phonomena pruduced by the applistuon of an irritant prove
mcontestably the depressant nawure of thy impresion When
applied tu the web uf 2 trog's fuut, ur the transparont mcesentery,
and viowed with & mictuseupe, the vesscls are scen to contract
aod thoe surtaco bucomo pale, bub as svuu as the impulse
depresses the gaugivw fureo below s antagonist, the vesscls
oxpand and 2 actine slate of wugestion cosucs

Now 1t 45 ovident 1f this be the law, and successful refutation
i challenged, that the vnly therapiatic agent capable of con
tracting congustivn 1s an oxaltaut.  Nuthing herein asserted is
required to bs tahen wo proved until it is contirmed by actual
application. W3 havo svitled the question of treatment to our
own salisfaction, and only ash others to fairly do the sume for
themeclves, In our owa practice, as well asin that of our former
associate, the lato Dr. Lloyd, every case of pncumonia or plourisy
when scen and treated in its incipicnt stage, has been subdued
within forty-cight hours by the admiaistration of a poworful
exaltant; whilo ia that of a neighbouring practitioner, a regular
Rip Van Winklo, who has beon asleep fur tho lust half contury,
and now still swears by the lancet as tho sine qua non of success-
ful treatmont, paticnts bled «d delguium, lio in articulo mortis
for soveral weeks, and too often succumb to the concnrront de-
pression of art and nature A satol'il of this great orh of past
8303 bled & nan who bad sunken into insensibility in a church,
till the patient actually ospired under the operation. Some prac-
titioners adhere with such tenacity to old projudices that they
absolutoly refuso t invesligale any new principle It is said
“ cusnparisoas are wlivuy,” but thoy are nevertheless valoablo as
ovidences of success.  In a case which was takoen as a test, 3
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blacksmuth had injured the palm ot his hand, and the whole
oxlreimity, in a fow bours, becamo vory mach swollen, reddencd,
and oxuiucmtingly pmotul. Wo ordered puls. opu, srs. Vi to bo
tahon al vneo, Lo dth year students walchied the prugress.
The paticol svuu became partally narcotized, and remamed an 8
3 stal of roini auconsuvvsaers jur oight hvues. Tho redness
and sw ullug began to disappenr giadually, and when ue awokoe
the armn appoated porfealy cavanguinaed , nordid snfanunatin
over re-appear an the loast,  This cavo furnishes convineing proof
of the Wharagter of inflammation any of the nature v il:o wunter-
wcling ageut riquired. A person mseasibly nwxiciied s pale
as death, wid and thvering.  In such a siato of-comipleto capal-
lary ouciucon, eongesuon is o physmcal ampossibiliy.  Wo offer
with great dufduacs o the protessivn, thoso prevts of the exist-
once of & genoral law wlich ammates and controls vital acton,
trosting wunfidenually to the unparual judgment of hberal and
intellgentyulges. Thogreency ed projudices i thedays of Harvoy
and Jennuz are happily past forevor, we may, therotore, bo assured
of a critical, but candud and fuie roview.  This arucle s intended
only as au oxtension of tho first, and any revisw should bo of
buth. s suy onv prepared to defend tho muscular by pothess of
the iris, aod plulvsophicaliy explain thereby the modus operands
of tho srian phicoumena?  Has any ono tested tho truth of our
experimenls on tho eapansivn of arteries ? Is thero nv champion
ready to couch iy Janco in dofonce of the ductnine - suniha
similibus curantur 7"

THE SELF RETAINING FLEXIBLE CATHETER.

BY KELLY ADDESON, 3M.D., FARMERSYILLE.

Having lately seen an your valuablo journal referenco to
the sabjevt of retaning the catheter in the bladder, 1 most res-
peetfully submit to your readers, with your pormussion, the
method which I have adopted for a number of years past to
effect that purpose, and with the most satistactory results,

I tako a cummon flexiblo catheter, and with a pen-knifo, or
a heated wire, mako soveral small pertorations in it withun tho
8paco of about threo 1nches ot the point wiluch 18 to remamn i
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the bladder., I thon arm a common sowing needlo with apices of
saddlor’s sillz thread, and making a smail knot on tho ond, I pass
tho ncedle through thoe oyo of-tho cathoeter and out at its point,
drawing tho thread out to the knot. I noxt iavert tho needlo
into tho upper or npubic surfaco of the catheter, (if I may so say)
about 3% inchos from its point. and rwith tho assistance of a picco
of wiro, draw tho needio and thread through tho insiic of the
remaining portion of tho cathoter to the ivory ring. Threo and
a half inches of tho throad aro thus outside of the cathoter, and
the cnd of the remainder hangs out at tho ivory ring. T now
insort tho wiro stilot which bolongs to tho catheter into it, aud
bavipg given tho instrumont tho ordinary bend, and warmed the
portion which is to enter the bladder in wator at blood hoat, I
pass it into the bladdor. Withdrawing tho stilet 3% inches, I
8¢izo tho ond of my thread and pull gently upon it, thus causing
the portion of the cathotor within the bladdor lo assume tho form
of a cirele having the diawoter of ono inch. The thread being
fastoned to tho ivory ring, tho stilet is now completoly with-
drawn, and tho cathoter is provented from falling out by that
part which i3 in tho bladddor boing bent into acircle. I usually
find no difficulty in removing the instrument; by twisting the
thread around tho stilet, tho koot will bo disengaged and the
instruwent may bo romoved in tho ordinary way.

®)

THE FLEXIBLE CATHETER AS IT APPEAXS IN TIE LLADDER.

hosts
e

The cireular bond of the floxiblo cathotor, as above, may
also bo attained by inscrting threo inches of the most curvod por-
tions of two old watch springs (which may bo obtained gratui-
tously from tho nearcst watch-makor), through the cye of tho
cathoter. By putting the instrument 1n water at biood heat, and
withdrawing tho atilet, the cathetor, sclf-acting, will form the
required civcle. By ro-inserting tho stilot, tho bend in the
cathotor will bo suflicicntly removed to admit of the \v:thdrﬂwﬂl
of tho instrumont.

A surgeon is called npon to go a dozen miles to visit a patient
who has beon suffering extromo pain for many hours from reten-
tion of urino; peradventuro ho bas been tampored with, invsin
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offorts to rolievo him ho has already lost ounces of blood ; ho hiss
a false passago; the surgeon cannot visit him again for a number
of days, aod thero is no ono into whoso hands ho may bointrusted ;
is it not somothing to have a method at command upon <hich
tho sargeon ean depond to continue relicf to him for a number of
days in snceession, or even a week, with ontiro confidenco that
thero will bo no slipping of tho instrament. no matter what posi-
tion the patient may assume, or in what mesuro he may exert
himself'?

Again, wo sce in the Lospital some poor follow Jying on his
back, with a card at his head announcing a wound of tho pori-
neenm. ITo has beea thoro for weoks, perhaps months.  When
the visiting surgeon comes along, wo discover an upright metal-
lic eatheter Lound to his body with numorous appliances, For
him to tnrn to ono side or tho other will be accompanied with
pain, to sit upin bed or walk a step will bo at tho risk of tho
slipping of the instramens out of the bladder, and tho contracted
bladder rests upon the point of the instrument.  Will not the
self-retaining flexiblo catheter, which will not nocessitate absoluto
rest, but allow of bedily motion without inconvenience or risk,
bo a comfort in such 2 caso?

RO ——

GANGREXNE OF THE LUNG.

BY W. S. CHRISTOE, M.D., FLESHERTON, ONT.

As affections of his kind aro very rare, I am induced to
publish an scconnt of the following interesting caso .—

Mrs €, zt. 30, Multipara, waa attacked with prematuro
labor on the 1ith of December last. Post partum Iemorr-
hago was tho cause of my being called.  When I arrived I found
my patient blanched from loss of blood  Tho ordinary means of
<old to tho vulva and a good doso of ergot soon arrested tho
hemorrhage, and left her tolorably comfortable under tho cir-
cumstances.  On tho 16th, however, I found her in great fevor;
setting in after a longthy shivering fit. My diagnosis was
Weid, and T treated her accordingly. During the swoating
stage sho indisereotly exposed horself, and the result was a fear-
ful attack of pleuro-pnenmonia of the left lung, Pleurisy was

L_—
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easily discovored, but tho ia was vory insidious and
obscure at first; tho signg, howavor, soon became appareot,—tho
charactoristio sputa and chest symptoms placed tho diagnosis
boyond doubt. My pationt being already dobibstated, antiphlo-
gistics wero out of tho question. Tho stimniating method of
treatment was tho one Ladopted. Ammonia in oxcess was ad-
ministered freoly, under which tho acuto stage soun gave way,
and nothing romained apparontly but oxbaustion and hepatiza-
tion. Lwry thing promlscd success; but I was again doomed
to di t, for L hitis 1 tho right lung buc'\mo quite
prommonl. Ronchus and sibilant rales woro present, rendering
rospiration difticult in tho extromo. 1 pushed the samo class of
romedies with a irm hand, until onco more I bogan to antici-
pato a favorable issuo; pulse was reducod to 84, and sho was
enabled to change her position in bed, which for wecks had been
principally on the left side.

From this point gangreno of tho loft lung bagan to manil‘est
itsolf. The exy ation d, with \
and diarrheen ; the fotor was horribly offensive, and the p:men‘
almost in a stato of collapso. My prognosis was certain death,
and that, too, very shortly. Romemboring the advico of formor
days—< nover give up''—I ordered sumulants, wine and brandy,
and gavo hor tho hypophosphites of sodn and lirae, aiternating
wuh tho following mixture:—

B—Quinia Suiph., grs. XxIX.
Acid Nitro Hydrochlor, 3 v.
Tinct. Aurantii, 3 i
Aqua ad., 5 iv. Ft. Mist.
Sig.—Ono teaspoonful in wator overy six hours,

On tho 21st of January her caso becamo alarming ; I asi
for a ltation, aod on tho following day my-est d friond,
Dr. Gunn, from Durham, camo down. Qur diagnosis and prog-
nosis were identical. A distinet cavity was located low down,
posteriorly in the inferior lobo of the left lung, tho supenor lobo
still hopatized. Tho treatmént from this powt was much the
samo: tho quinino was i 1 to two-g doses; stimulant
wore likowiso incroased,—oight ounces of brandy was ordered
in tho twenty-four hours, with egg,—wino with ordinary drink
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ad liditum. 'Tho quinino, howevor, disturbed tho stomach, and it
was reduced to the former doso.  During the Dr.'s visit, ono of
hor worst fits of coughing occurred, with excesivoe oxpectora.
tion ; tho fotor was so ubnoxious, we could scarcely romain in the
room. I continued oy visits to her, and pushed tho remedies,
but, I confess, with fooblo hopes, On tho 3rd inst. I was called
in great hasto to seo her, some other complication way said to
havo sot in, and sho was in sovero pain. I should not have been
disappointed to have found her dead, she, howover, niz had
eomo bearing-down painy,—naturo, probably, tryiug to restoro
tho catamonin I mado a pretty goneral cxamunauion, and for
tho first timo pronounced hor convalescent, pulse lower and ful-
Tor, hepatization much diminished, sputa chianged, and fetor gone,
This announcomont served hor as a wondoriul invigoratiug tonie,
for on Fobruary 9th sho twok a short drive,—~contrary, however,
to sound judgmont. Tho luttor treatmont was a simplo cough
mixture, with tho syrup of the hypophosphites, and a tonic com-
poscd chiofly of tho lactato of iron, undor which sho 13 rapuly
improving.

Restarks. —First, This case shows ovidontly that circum-
scribed gangreno is not necessarily fatal—avtwithsiandiog tho
dark picturo usually drawn by the books. It is our duty to por-
sovero and hopo against hope.

Second. Tho symptoms might havo been givon, in extenso, but
it would only bo u repotition of whas has beon written over and
ovor again. In this case tho sputa scomed to bo the most char-
acteristic. Dr. Aitkip says tho fetor resombles that of nowly
made limo ; and, so far 23 my recollection goes, ho is correct,~
whon the sputa is moderato and is spat in masses, but when
those cavitics aro empticd by vomiting, and the sero-purulont
greonizhliko fluid—mixed with small pellots of gangrenous
luing—to tho extont of oight or ton ouuces, tho cdor of newly-
wado limo is pleawnt in comparison. The odor 1y, in reality,
sui generis.

Third. I am convinced hor persistont decubitus on tho lofs
sido vory materinlly favored this state of the lung—the arcula-
tion alrcady enfeobled —gravitation would valy hasten complcto
engorgoment and congestion, as somotumes oceurs in low fovers,
and conseqrent death of the part, the primary materies morbi,
of courso, boing tho cause.
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Fourth, This caso furthermoro domonstrates—that is if our
diagnosis bo correct—that cavities in tho lung will heal, corro-
borating statoments, by the lato Dr. Relph and others,~proved
by clentrices having been found in tho lungs of subjects in post
myrtem oxaminations.

Fifth. Another point might bo mentioned,—tho length of
timo elapsing betweon tho hopatization and tho ovidenco of gan-
grono, I presume, abont two wecks. It is quite reasonable to
supposo that it existed somo timo boforo evidencing itsolf, and
that 23 soon a3 softoning took place, snd expectoration commencod,
tho sceret becamo knowa,

Tho completo success of this very interesting, yot compli-
cated caso, has taught mo novor to despair, but to diligontly
push remedies fo the last.  But for this sho had died, and further
testimony would have beon added to the fatality of gangrened
lung.

CASE OF CATALEPSY.

BY S. £. CORNELL, TOLEDO, ONT.

I desiro & small space in your valuablo journal for the pur-
poso of recording a caso which may prove intcresting to somo
of the young practitioners who aro now engaging upon their pro-
fessional duties, and who havo not had the opportunitics of witnes-
sing al} tho mystorious phenoracna pertaining to tho nervous
gystem £0 commnon to be met with in tho sick room,

This casc, however, is a littlo out of the common order—ono
of its kind—that may bo ranked as somowhat cxtreme,—unusual
10 gay the least.

On the 20th of January last I was called to wait upon
Mrv. H., adjacent to Frankville, Leeds Co., et 20, in her sccond
confinement.  The process of labor was of an ordinary charactor
tho patient greatly dreading cach successive pain, which was:
as sho described it, “ intolerablo to bo borne.” I found, upon
digital cxamination, tho corvx uteri much swollon and
tendor,—the 0 uteri extremely sensitive and rigid. Prior to
confinemont sho gavo ovidonco of vaguo unoasiioss for ahout
oight weeks, passing vory sleopless nights; restless; troubled
dreams ; thoughts of impending dissolution ; “a yiclding up of
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all carthly ties;™ “a dosiro to depart and rest with the saints,”
to uso hor own language.  She, for the most part of the time,
felt “as though sho neithor had any friends nor foes.”

I was consulted about thres weeks beforo her uccouchement,
found her unablo to exert harself, us Leing on hor feet tended to
aggravato her distiess and increase hev nervou-ness, I ordored
her to tako some pills, compesed of asateetidss and iron at night,
and valerianated ohsir of ammoma through thoday; to wse light
diet ayd keep off her feet w. much as possible. Uunder this
treatment her sleep was of longer duration, avd not as much dis-
turbed with frightful drcamas or imaginary ovils, S0 passed
away the timo until ker scconchement.

The firet 43 howrs after labor was passed quite weld, but at
this timo sho experienced a rovere chill which facted over an
Lour, fullowed by arsharp tebrile movement; pain and tonder-
ness felt tpon pressuro over tho werus, accompanicd with stight
tympanitis.  Tho chest sounds wero clear, except over tho
Tower lobo of the loft lung, which gave evidencu of hepatazation.
The lochia was suppressed , the urine scanty and high celored.
Thevs was some delisium, the puiso 148, tongue baviig o light
creamy coating.  Mustard sivapisms were ovdored over tho
uterine regon, lower lobo of 1eR lung, and to tho fect; a brisk
cathactic was given, composed of tho compound asomatic cassia
powder, followed in two hours with an enema contrining ol. ter-
chinthinw,  After the aperient action of tho medicine was over,
he was placed undor the fullowing treatmont :—pulv. ipceac. ot
opii comp. in suitablo mcdicinzl doses, alternated with tr. vera-
tram viride. Saw the patient next day,—pulse 130; febrilo
movement abating; patient peaspuring freely, not so much ten-
derness over tho uterus as on tho former day, breathing not so
rapid or laboriows; somo congh, attended with expoctoration of
rusty sputa ; lochia still Suppressed ; no secretion of milk; thust
great, and appetito wanting ;  oceasionally somo deliriam.
Ordered continuation of medicine and uso of onomata, contain-
ing ol. terobinthing; sinapisms to bo ronewed, followed by warm
poultices of pulv ulmus falva; gave beef tea, and occasionally
aglass of port wine, Jemonade, &e.

On tho 23th saw pationt again,—more tranquil ; no delivium;
00t much thirst, skin a little abovo normal tomperature; pubso
%; local tendernces subsiding, lochia slightly appearing; no
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seeretion of mill; cough light, and expectoration mucus. Patient
has had but littlo sleep ; ordered an encma of mille of asafiotida
and ol. terebinthinze; discontinued the veratrum viride, but con-
tinued the Dover's powder with Asclepin, wine, beef tea,
lemonade, &e.

26th. Found patient much better; pulse Si; rested quite
wvell ; felt an appetite ; no cough to speak of; lochia profuse;
some pain in cach mamma; no milk ; some tenderness over the
uterus; withheld all former medicine; used an enema as before ;

- ordered vaginal injections.of warm mucilage, containing a small
quantity of carbolic acid ; gave beef tea and port wine once in
eight hours; as a tonic, the following,—elixir valerianute of
ammonia, and syrup. ferriphos. strych. et quine. a4 5ij., Pro
.dosis,—a teaspoonful once in four hours.

27th. Pulse TS; patient tranquil; alittle milk in each breast;
10 abnormal thirst; soreness everywhere abating ; has a desire
for food ; was allowed coflee, beaf-steak, and toast; tonic con-
tinued, and also the wine; continued the vaginal wash; lochia
yob profuse.

9GQth. Patient muech improved; pulse 7%; rested well; feels
a desive for food ; copious secrotion of mill; lochia still profuse;
fecls woeal, butin good spirits; ordered continuation of treat-
ment, nd took my leave of patient.

Yow comes the sequel. The patient passed the next 48
hours most beautifully, except on the night of the 30th ehe could
not sleep; otherwise the nurse thought she was doing extremely
well. A peculiar change was soon discovered taking place with
the patient; her acuteness of hearing was extremely great;
could hear and reiterate the sentiments of persons in the adjoin-
ing room, who converscd, as they declared to mg, in a low
whisper, and that they conceived it impo§siblc for a pereon lo
hear & word whispered six feet from them; yot this palient, ata
distanco of twenty fect or more, with closed door, could tell {ho
sentiments exchanged. This was done several times, and finally
the patient called her husband to her, kissed him; then called
her littlo boy three years old and her infant, kissed them, and
then bid her friends adicu. This proceduro of my patient awoke
a deep interest in the minds of the nurse and friends, who now
‘became, alarmed. The nurse persuaded the friends to leave the

. room 1o her and the patient, as she thought after a little s,
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IL would fall into a reposc; but instead of sleep our patient lay
speechless and motionless, with eyés staring wide open, no signs
of respiration; they opened W¥r manth to see if she would
swallow, but in vain, hor lower jaw remaining depressed as the
nurse had lefe it.  Attempts wero now made to arouse her by
calling loudly in her car, but to which she paid no attention.
They thought her dead, and that it was uscless 1o send for medi-
cal aid; thus passed away twelve hoars, when her husband, dis-
patched 2 messenger for me.  When I arrived and entered tho
room I was shocked to see what strack my fancy to be a waxen
figure or a frozen corpse in licu of my former patient. There
sho Iay with under jaw depressed, eyes stari ng and wide open,
without winking, the pupils a little dilated ; skin cool, almost the
feel of a corpse before stiffening ; pulse 122, feeble, no sign of
respiration. In examining the pulse I raised the arm to sce if that
would cause any difference in the pulse. There it remained for _
nearly an hour, when I put it down by her side.  There was but
slight resistance offered to any change of her limbs or person;
but whatever attitude % limb was placed in, there it remained,
Inow brought her under jaw up to its place, and it remained.
Iwas importuned to do something for the patient.  What to do
was, with me, a paramount question. The thought occurred to
me that T might administer an enema of sirong solution of asafee-
tida, which I did 1o the amount of a quart; and this was veiy
easily done, as there was not the slightest resistance. Stll the
patient lay as lifeless as ever for sbout an hour, when a few
slight eanvulsive movements were observed, and she aroused to
consciousness.  She looked about her, asked what had been done
Wwith her corpse, as it appearcd to her that her friends desired
her {o remain for a season, but her judgment dictated to her to
again depart and take her infant with her. 1 gave her several
doses of asafwtida, fluid extract of valerian, beef tea, &e.  She
Tow desired to bo left alone, as she said she had an important
duty to perform, and the presence of persons, however nearly
related, was detrimental to hor welfare.  She was satisfied for me
10 remain with her alone, as sho said, “ from the days of anti-
quity, deference had always been paid frst to the priest and then
to the doctor.” - .

She remained quiet for, in all, a period of six hours, taking
heef lea, valerianate of amwonia, a.afietida, and vromide of putas-
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gium. Soon she drew tho sheet over hor face, and then placed
her arms over hor chest, and lay straight in bed; she lay so quiet
and still that I folt induced to removo tho sheet, when, as I had
feaved, I found her in a sccond trance. (?) Iyes wide open,
pupils a little dilated, but would contract under tho influence of
sirong light ; skin cold—of a deathlike feel, no rigidity of the
muscles; pulse 112; and very focblo; not the first sign of vespira-
tion, no movement of the nostrils. I now lifted her body up to
an obtuse angle with hor lower limbs, I next raised one arm and
then tho othor, and in this position I left her for several min-
ates. Inow stepped back, gazed upon my patient, who, in a
semi-sitting posture, with staring eyes, with out-stretched arms,
and lifcless appearance, appeared as though a corpse had thus
been placed, and loft to stiffen. I then laid her down upon the
pillow, raised her body up, having her head on the pillow in the
attitude of opisthotonos, and thus she remained ; afier a period of
twenty minutes, I gave her a slight push, and she fell on her
left side with her body still baving the same curve. T now
straightoned her out in bed, spoke loudly to her several times,
but no responso. I again repeated the asafwtida injeetion, con-
taining ol. terebinthine. To please her friends, I tried several
times to have her swallow, but all 1o no purpose. I held to her
nose strong agua ammonia, which affected her in no pereeptible
way. In this state she lay about eight hours; whon consciousness
returned, she relaged what sho saw while in the other world.
This time she was not so composed and tranquil as when she
came out of the first trance. (?) Her symptoms now assumed
more the character of Hysteria, her limbs wore affected with
convulsive twitchings, and she sereamed loudly without giving
utterance to any cause for so doing.

When she went into the second state of mental abeyance, my
views were, as soon as consciousressreturned, that she should ke
brought under some powerful anzsthetic, whercby her mental
state might recuperato. Whether this should be produced by
chloroform, cther, or hydrate of chloral was not fully settled in
my mind, I therefore sent for Dr. Addison, of Farmersville, who
arrived just after her imperfect return to consciousness.

It was decided at once to give her hydrate of chloral, of
which she took seventy grains in the space of an hour, after
which, she fell into a profound sleep, and did not awalsen for twelve
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lours.  On arousing sho was tranquil and compozed, but feit ox-
tremely weak,  Sho deired to bo left alune as much as posaille,
as the presenco of any ono but her nurse gave her emotions of
unecasinesy, She is slowly conval g, but hor affect

the ordinary character of Melancholia,  Sho 1 of sanguine, nerv-
ous { , morvouy pred 1 di height, fair
complexion, and of a somowhat sparo form.

Now, Mr. Editor, was thiz a genuino caso of Catalepsy ? I
appeal tu you, Sir, who as an aathor awml lectarer upon Phystology
may bo able to throw como light upon the subject of Catalepsis,
T havo read the wrilitgs of Hoffman, Gooch, Anugenes, Ceclius,
Aurclianus, Cullen, aud others, but the teuo pathulogy of Catatep-
sis yot remains to mo a hiddon mystery.

Selected Aeticles.
DISLOCATION OF TIE HIP.

CLINIC BY PROFES3OR WOOD,
LOND!

R, 8. KINGU'S COLLEUE HCSFITAL,
X, ENG.

This was a caso of dislocation, upwards on to tho dorsum
ilii, presenting all tho ch teristic symy , 17y abs of
the hollow boneuth tho trochanter, the head distinetly felt i its
now position, shortening of the limb and inversion, the toes
resting on thoso of tho opposito feot, cte.  Tho accident occurred
thus, & carpot was thrown cut of a window, and tho man as be
was passing by endeavoured to cateh it. ro as to prevent its
£alling on his head, aud in doiog 0 ho shpped down on s mde.

Tho man objected to take chloroform. Mr. Wood first tried
* manipulation,” as tho case had happened on:{ w70 hours pre-
viously. Failing ia thiy, traction was resorted to, the pulleys
wero then adjusted and after A guod deal w1 patieace any man-
aavering, the dislocation was reduced.  “3u *“ soap ™ howover,
was heand, and thero appeared to bo a littlo shortoning, this,
howover was apparcnt, not real, and owing probably to spasmodic
contraction of the muscles, as by measureoinent it was found that
the distanco frum tho anterivr ;uiwriur shiae spino 1o the great
trochanter was oqui distant on butl sides, and the distanco fiom
tho samo spinc to the outer head-of the tibia ecqui-distant alkso.
Tho Jkaco and tho ankles were tied togotler and the patient was
carried to bed.

|
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Professor Wool observed, that although manipulaton lad
failed in this instance, it maght by attrbuted—Ist. To tio great
muscular doselopment of the man, and 2ud. to s dedining to
tako choloroform ; still »f they had noticed the several sucves-
sivo manweuvres ho had employed, thoy (tho pupals) woald have
noticed that thoy wero precwsely stnnba to the operation ho had
subsequently performed, munus the addition of the pulloys,  That
is to say, by first employing adduction, then flexion, alduction
and rotation outwawds, ho had ondeavoured to unbwist or trick
tho ilio-femoral ligament and to hit ot tho vperung in the capea-
lar ligament a3 you do tho opening between the subscapularis
and long head of the tricops in tho humerns. This sccond part
of tho manauvro is by no means casy, and hiko “chuck-farthing,”
you may havo to ropeat the expestment, thal is to cupley all the
manacuvres aforesaid, before succecding u 1ciarng the Lead of
tho bono.  What reatly takes placo when yon do succv.d, i~ that
the pyriformiz and glutens mnimus become relaned, wud tho
head passes botween theso, and then through the vpeniig in the

lig.ment. In fact & surgeon will best show e ability,
\vho when ono plan fauls, tries another and so on, until the vpen-
ing in tho capsular ligament is discovered,

Again you must tuko care buforo you commeuce using
tho pulleys to see that the axis of the displaced limb is in the
lino of extension.

Sir Astley Cooper says, that if you stanl the pationt up, the
shortening is very appavent.  Professor Woed has noticed that,
from tho difficulty expertenced by paucnis with this distocation,
{o move thoe unetteeed timb, ho has nover Leen able {o staud his
patient up. nor Joes ho seo any possble advantige by duing so.
Finally, he noticed that many ot the dlustrativus of lup di-loca-
tion in books, ropresented tho patient as lying on a Led whiie re-
duetion was taking placo, such drawings are apt to misicad ; the
proper placo is on tho foor and the pauent lying en & mat.
trasy.~ed. Press awl Circular.

..

Rurrure or MENDRANES SIX WEEKS BESORE DELIVERY. —
On October 2nd, 1871, T was sent for to attend Mrs. S. in her cont
iinemeat.  On my arrival I found the membrancs rptured, the
o3 uteri of the size of a shilling, aud tho head peretrating. The
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pains occurred at intervals of about ten minufes, and were ac-
companied each time by a frec discharge of liguor amnii.  Mus.
S. was the mother of ten children, and all her previous confine-
ments had been perfectly nataral.  She was of opinion that she
had gone her full time, and believed that labour had commenced.
No progress being made during the hour oz so I stopped, I told
them to send for me when the pains became move severe. As I
reccived no message during the day, I ealled in the evening, and
found my patient frec trom pain and all signs of laboar; the
abdomen was notably smallor, and she exprossed herself as easier
than she had been for a month. Matiers continued much in the
same state for the next six weeks ; she gradually increased in
size ; and when the abdomen attained a cortain dimension, peri-
odic prins ensued, accompanied by a copivus discharge of liquid,
which always gave great relief. Besides those occasional £ood-
ings of water, there was a constant drain going on, so that she
found it impossible to kecp hevself dry. At length, on Nov. 15,
1871, labour pains really_commenced, and in less than an hour
she was delivered of a fine male child, Jjust six wecks after the
rupture of the membranes.—8. AL Braprry, F, R. C. S.—British
AMed. Journal.

THE ANTISEPTIC TREATMENT OF WOUNDS.

BY OILLIAN NEWMAN, M.D. LOND., F.R.C.S. ENG,,

You will all, doubtless, kuvo seen the scattered nobices in
the medical journals of the ¢ Antiseptic Treatment of wounds ;
and many of you will have read with much intercst the admir-
able Address in Surgoery given by Mr. Lister at the annunal meet-
ing of our Association in August last. To this novel mode of
dealing with wounds I would invite your ciose atlcntion, con.
vinced as I am that the results, so to be obtained, far outweigh
any of the usual sequences of the more ordinary surgical dres-
sings—whother they be looked at from the ready and successful
response to the surgeon’s art, or from the safety and comfort so
cosured by the anxious patient.

My short summer holiday -this year was spent in Edinburg;
and to the kind courtesy of Mr. Lister I owe the opportunities of
close observation of his trealment in many and severe cases in

N i
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his hospital practice. On tho lessons thero learned I have
based my subsequent surgical work, and on them, {oo, as a foun-
dation, I venture to speak to-day, bringing forward somo fow
cases which have Leen under my own care, and deseribing, as
clearly as I may, the modes of dressing which ave employed.
Throughout I am bat the humble exponent of the views of a
most able surgeon, and my only merit is that of having seen
what I attempt Lo paint.

¢ Segnius irritant animos demissa per aures,
Quam -quez sunt oculis subjecta fidelibus

TWhether the so-called gerin-theory of discase Le or be not-
correct, is no part of my purpose to inquire; the process would
be simply wearisome and ill-managed. The only postulate T ask
you constantly to bear in mind is that, for the successful dealing
with wounds on antiseptic principles, it is imperative thoroughly
to Exclude the exernal Atmosphere as such; and a most rigid
obedience to this requirement can alone command the desirved
succoss, whether the air be per se a toxic agent, or whether it be
dust-carrying, and so but a vehicle of those impm‘it'ies'x\'hich de-
termine the occurrence of suppuration in an open wound. Tt is
imperative, in other words, that the air in contact with the ex-
posed portions of a wound shall be fully charged with some con-
venientdisinfeclant : so chavged, it may be admitted to the wound
or cavity without risk to the patient or anxiety to the surgeon.

Talken, then, the simple caso of an ordinary abscess, in which
_immediate incision is needed, the antiseptic treatment must be
carried out as follows.. 1. Destroy any putrefactive material
about the integument of the part by washing it thoroughly with
a lotion of carbolic acid (one p artof the acid in twenty of waler),
2. A constant cloud of fine spray must be kept up by an assistant, -
50 managed that the hands of the operator and the part to be i-
dised are always enveloped in the spray: one or more of Rich-
ardson’s spray-producers may be nceded for this purpose. The
carbolic acid solution for the spray will be sufficiently strong if
made of onc part of the acid to a hundred of water. 3. The
knife employed must first bo dipped in carbolized olive oil (one
part of the acid to ten-of olive oil). 4. The incision being made,
the abscess-cavity may; as far as possible, be emptied by gentle
pressure. If any vesscls should have been divided -and nced 8
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ligature, it should Le ticd with svme propared carbulized caigut
and both ends of the ligature cut off slort. 5. The wound may
thus e dressed. a piceo of “ protevuve ™ viled silk, cvated with
capal varnish, and thon covered with a layer of doxtriue, su 8> to
retain a littlo of eacbulic acid lotion (uue part to furty of water)
on its surface—cut not much larger thais woust—should Lo dip-
ped in the lution just named and then applicd, vn this a pad of
tho antisoptic gauzo must bo placed, largo crough to overlap
thoroughly tho wound, and not less than oight layers in thick-
ness.  Belween the seventh and eighth layers, or thoso most dig-
tant from tho patient’s surface, must bo placed a singd " tayer of
macintosh cluth, s0 as to prevent dircet sualung of any u.chargo
theough the guaze-covering, and to lusure that any moisture
which may b poured out shall pass through. many antiscptic
layers and ovor somo wide space beforo it can possibly Lo ox-
posed to the impure influences of a septic atmosphere. 6. For
1he retention of this cuvering in place, a strup of tho abuvo-named
muslin (cut to the width of, aud rolled up ay, an undinary ban-
dage) may bo applied. The slightly «dhesive character givon to
the muslin wiil make the 1equinite turns fit very casily, and bo
less liable to displacomont, than the common calico roller. 7. If
it ke necessary to wait for sume little matter—to ropleunh the
Lottle of the spray-producer with the lotion, to chango tho assis-
tant, ete.—tho wouud shuuld be cuvered with a pieve of rag, dip-
ped in a Jotion, containiug vne partof acd in furty of water. This
for couvenicnee, is known 2~ a guard.” 8. Subsegnent dres-
sings—first every day, then at Junger intervals—mast always bo
managed in the same way, The spray will newd to Lo unzemit-
tingly kept up, the fingers tw bo svaked in the louon or wetted
Wwith the spray, all-adlicring discharge carefully washed away,
and the protective outsido pad aod bandagoe applied as before.
9. To small vporativns, removal of Lwinours, cle., the abuve pro-
¢oss is thoroughly applicable. If the wound made Lo deep or
tortuvas, a tent of lint—a nacrow strip—dipped in carbolized
olive oil)ono part of tho aud to ten of vily must bu intrvduced
beforo tho sutures arc iusericd. At the ead of twelvo v tuenty-
four hours this tent may bLu removed , it wull have absorbed sk:o
sorum cozing from tho decper part of tho wound, and so have
Trevented distonsion of tho deepur parts, and possible formation
of pus. 10. In larger operations—e g., amputativns—a larger

4
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volume of spray must be seeured from two or more of the usual
spray-producers, or from the apparatus employed by Mr. Listor.
[A new spray-producer, which seems likely to bo very effective,
bas just been sont to me by Mr. Gardner, syrgical instrument
maker, South Bridge, Edinburgh.] Sponges should, before using,
be dipped in carbolic acid lotion (ono toahundred) : when soiled

they must be washed, frst in clean water, then in a lotion of
one to forty ; and then, just before using, in a lotion of ono to a
hundred. 11. The following cautions may not be out of place.
a. The lotions for spray-producers nced very carcful filtration
“before being used. Itis exceedingly casy to choke tho fine aper-
tures through which thespray is delivered. p. Hold the muslin-
padding closely down over the wound until the layers of ban-
dages sliall have rotained it closely in place; and leave no chan-
nel by which septifacient air may reach the wound, unprotected
by seversl Jayers of gaaze-bandage. If dressings be loose or dis-
placed, air will soon reach the surface of the wound, and in
twelve hours suppuration will be established. ¢ Redress so soon
as any (race of stain shall have shown itself at the outer edge of
the gauze covering. d. Sinusesand woundsopening into mucous
canals are ill-fitted for thorough antiseptic treatment.

The advantages may be briefly summed up :—1. The dres-
sing is clean, almost inodorus, and singularly painless. 2. The
formation of pus as x consequence of the ihjury,surgical or acci:
dental, is, with due care, prevented. 3. Erysipelas and pyzmia,
if not absolutely extinguished, ave very ravely scen. 4. The
wounds are froe from local irritation, no swelling of incised in-
tegument and no loeal redness are to be noticed. 5. There is no
constitutional disturbance (traumatic fover) after even severe
operations. The dressings are infrequent, and in themselves free
from irfitating material. 6. The wounds heal rapidly.

Casgs—1. dbscess in Leg—T. W., aged 10, was admitted
July 18th. 1871, with a large abscess in the calf of the right leg.
An incision was made under the spray, and antiseptic dressing
was omployed. No pus was discharged after the first day The
blood-clot filled up the incision, but soon becanie organized. On.
July 25th, he was discharged cured, having been a week under
trcatment. .

11. Abscess in Breast—E. T., aged 17 was admitted Septom-
ber 12th, with an acute and large abscess in the right breast.

»
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An incision was made September 13th under spray ; the dressing
was as above. No pus was discharged after the first three days,
On September 12th, she was discharged cured, having been a
week under treatment.

ur. Large Chronic Abscess—J. W., aged 18 was admitted
September 12th, 1871. She was the subject of old hip-joint dis-
easc on the left side. The limb was shortened an inch or more,
and the femur was dislocated upwards ard backwards on the dor-
sum ilii. There was a large fluctuating swelling on the left
thigh, fully six inches long by four broud, reaching upwards
nearly to the trochanter, downwards below the middle of the
thigh. Tt was first noticed six months previously. On Suptem-
ber 13th, chloroform was given, and I mado a free incision into
the swelling on antiseptic principles, letting oul thirty ounces of
fairly healthy pus, with shreds of arcolar tissue. No constitu-
tional disturbance followed. The girl beeame free from pain,
and could at once cat and sleep.  Subseguent dressings were ap~
plied about every two or threo days. Now from an ounce to two
" ounces of pus are discharged at ecach dressing. The shreds of
tissuo are no longer to be noticed. Withiu the last week some
small fragments of carious bone hare come away, so the abscess
is most probably conneeled with the old bone discase.

1v. Large abscess in Lumbar Region over right Kidney.—W. J.,
aged 38, was admitted October 5th.: He was much emaciated, and
could not staud upright. He had a swelling in the right lumbar region
nearly of the size of 2 small footal head. Pulse 120 ; temperature
103 deg. He had heetic fever, much sweating, and loss of appetite.
On October Gth, under chloroform, I incised the swelling, evacuating
nearly thirty ounces of pus. The dressing was applied as above de-
seribed. Pulse 9G; temperature 9S4 The hectic never returned,
and the man is much better. The back is dressed every two or three
days, and shout an ounce of pus is discharged. I have had oceasion
(October 15th) to open also for him a large abscess in the perinsun,
due, it would seem, to the urethra giving way behind a tight strictare;
but this wound, tLrough some urine fiiters, could not be subjected to
antiseptic dressing.

V. Cnmpound Fracture of Lcft Tibia—2L., aged 12, sustained
8 severc compound fracture of the left tibia in the upper third on
September 16th, 1871. On September 1Sth I saw him in consulta-
tion. Two inches of the tibia were deauded, and there was a deep
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wound iuto tho calf scparating the museles from the posterior surface
of the bone. The wound was filled with bleod-clot, which was just be-
gianing to become offeasive. I injected some carbolic lotion (ono in
twenty) beneath and into the substance of the clot.  ‘The limb haviag
been sccurely fastened on 2 side-spling, tho usual antiseptie dressivg
was applicd. A fortaight later, I heard that the boy was doing very
welh.  Thero was no pus-formuon to b scen; no putrefaction; the
blood-clot was becoming

v Fracture of Right Leg at the junction of Middle and
Lower Third: Severe Lransverse Wound f1co inches above the Ankle
doen and into the Tibia.—W. M., aged 54, was admitted September
8th, 1871. Ile was thrown this tnorning at 8 o'clock, whea at work
wvith a reaping-machine. Tho right leg was seriouslv iojurcd,  When
he was geen at 2 Py, there was fouod to be a simplo fracture of the
tibia at the junction of the middle and lower thirds. There was a
wound about two nches above the ankicjoint, gaping wildly ; all Lo
tendons, cte., were divided down to the bone, and the kaife of tho
teaper had made a groove iuto thoe tibja itsclf. Ie had lost a good
deal of blood. Tho limb was much swollen. The two points of in-
Jury, doubtless, communicated.  There was hardly an inch and a half
of clear skin space between them, and pressure above the fracture made
blood well from the wouad below. The leg was put up in a swing
splint ; the skin was washed, and the wound mopped out with carbolic
lotion (onc to twenty), and atent of carbolized oiled lint was introduced
to the deepest part of the wound. The teot was removed in twenty-
four hours.  ‘There was large ooziog of blood-staised scrum oa the
dressings throughout tho first cight or ten days. The man had hadao
copstitutional disturbance. e had eatcn meat since the day after
admission. Il nceded no sedative, and had very little pain.  On Qc-
tober 4th, from some want of care in the dressing, and the consequent
admission of air, a few drops of pus were noticed for the first time,20d
small suppuration (never more thap half a drachm in two days) after-
wards continued. On October 23rd, the wound was all but well , the
fracture was sound. Ile was ordered to have a starched bandage
applied.

1X, Incision info Knee~Joint.—G. B., aged 23, was admitted
‘August 11th, 1871, ¢ had Jisease of the right koce-joint of fiftzen
months standing. Siace an accidental slip tho symp bad been
much aggravated, The joint was much swollen, and he could not bear
the slightest movement; there was also wuch pain on pressure. The
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limb had been confined at homo by along spling, avd a weight, work-
ing over a pulloy, attached to the foot; but theso measures had given
very.small relief.  Destruction of cartiluge was, no doubt, going on.
Oun August 11th chloroform being given, L nade a frco ivcision on
the funer side aod parallel to the right patella, lettiog out at ouce
about a tablespoonful of sero-purulent fluid. Antiseptic dressing was
applied.  Tho interrupted splint and pulley was reapplied.  The re-
fief was imuediate; the wan was at once able to eat and slecp. No
constitutional disturbance followed. Tho jeint soon became smaller.
The bloot-clot, which ultimately became organized, filled up the is-
cision, and through the intericr of this clot for ten days or more pus
slowly 0ozed. On Scptember 12th, tho wouad, which had not been
sred for the pact cight days, was now quite well.  On Qctober 5th,
a starched bandage and p.ste-board support was ordered to be apphed
10 the limb,  The patient was sllowed 1o move ubout on crutehes.  Ou
the 20th, he could bear some little weight on the limb, and was in
very fair in health,

Xt Tucisian ints Knve Joint. R. I', azed 17, was admitted Septem-
ber 18th, 1871, She had hal for a Jong time weakoess in tholeft
kuee  Pain and swelling ubeut the juint came on six weehs before
admission, since which time she Lad hept her bed. On adnussion, the
Teft koee wag much swollea , ion was perecptible, she shricked
on the slightest movement  She had lest flesh, had no appetite, and
could only sleep with large duses of vpins  Un Septomiber Zord, Mr,
Endowes made an incisivn v the inner side of the patelly, letung out
sero purulent fluid mixed with blood.  The puiivut was ucder chlore-
form.  Considerable rulief fullowied. o too ur theee days tho appe-
tite was much improved  There was o con. litutional disturbance,
0 redness around the wound, nu pus from the wouad, Oa Uctober
314, the joint was much diminizhed in size.

M Ouanotoniy —S A, aged 32, the subject of marked ovarian dis-
case, was tapped i July 1571, when thirteen pints of flud were re-
moved-—a solid mass remaineng in the kit iliwe fussa.  On Scptember
21st, ovariotomy was performed.  Carbolic siid spiay was empioyed,
and aatiseptic dressing.  The padicle which was thiu, was tied in two
haltes with catgut, aod returacd.  On tho SUth, is was necessary to
break up the adhesion of the luwer part of the wound to rclicve the
disteosion from contained fluid, There was a large cffusion of blood
into the lower third of the abdominal cavity. No putrefzce
tion, however, occurred, aad no pus formation uotil 2 month
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after the op.ration; then it was superficisl, from accideatal displuce-
ment of the dresinge. 'The womnan is steadily recovering.

Reyanis.—The tvo casw of acute abseess ealt for Jittie remark
ope was quite well in a weck; the other in a fortmght, from date of
igcision.  The ezses of chropic abscess have extubited no sign of con-
stitational ircitation :ince the evseustion of the contomed matter,
Both have been wuch relicved by the procedure; and, as yet, without
the ri-k and daczers whien pot wacommouly folluw the cnptying of
largo collictivns of matter. Ioth nstucecs of compound fracture
were 80 revere that a fuw months azo I nught juctitiably havo thought
of v imwuediato amputation. I not one particular has there Lo in
cithier ¢asd a trace of ugeasiness cither to paticad or surgeon, Tho
power of aukiog inciricas 1uto large articuiativns, wishout cveu a fear
of sfter trauble, is of vo small intetest; and one, il nut buth, of these
paticnts will probably owe thur hmbs to thy soteseptic deesing, Mure
than once bavo I seen amputation through the Gigh for less marled
states of joint-disase,  In the ovanan care, 1 clai sutlivg m-re than
the preveation of putrefaction, m the lurge yuantity of Llood cfused
iato the peritoneal cavity, by the drewang capluyed,  Aad, ¢, so fae
a3 one siagle cx:e may be a precedent, this shows also that the spray
of carbohe acid (one to 4 hundred) docs sot irritate cven the rsasitive
liniog of tho abdomiual carty, Otlir eases might well have hxa
added to tho hist, but I have clofen these aa mmarled instancs of
sargical procedure, of out wlrequent veewirence, and, T might truly
add, not uncommonly foilowied by tedivusrecovery or by serious aftur-
troablo when the more usual surgical dresingy are craplayed —British
Medical Joarnal.

TS

. ORGANIC BROMIDES.

Tho success that has miended the administration of somo of
the inorganic bromides, the potassium bromido especially, hasld
mo in the past fow months to preseribo organic bromides, and, as
the vesults of the experience have been in many way s catisfactory,
1 venturo to reeord them.  Lho physiologieal action of bivinido
itself—tho clomont—s detinito and well pronvunced.  In tho old
parlanco it is an irntant, bat the term does not strictly wdicato
all thatiteflects.  To acertamextenta volatle body, it produces,
when it is inhaled, o peculiar constricting action in the vessels
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which supply the socreting surfaces with their blood, so that
inhalation of its diluted vapor makes the mucous surfaces with
which it comes in contact dry and painful. After a timo there is
what may be called a reaction, duc probably to the temporary
paralysis of the vessels, and then there follows a free exciction of
fluid, what the older writers would designate aflux or salivation,
attended with some degree of local insensibility.

Applicd directly, in the liquid form, to the body, and espec-
ially to a mucous surface, it acts as a dircet destructive of tissue,
not precisely as a vaustic, but as a substance which leads to
shrinking and slow death, with still more determinate local
insensibility.

In combination with other clements, as with potassium, its
direcet action is modified but not removed. Passing through the
tissues in a condition of fine distribution, and probably separating
from its ally, it exerts on the nervous matter its special sedativo
influence, eausing, i it bo carried far enough, itsdirect paral yzing
iafluence over the vessels which govern secretion, and leading to
a certain extent to decreased sensibility of the nerves which
govern common sensibility.

On the whole, bromine may De considered as a medicine
Wwhich acts primarily on the sympathetic or organic system of
nerves and as a modifier of vascular tension ; and this whether
it be applied locally and directly, or generally and indirectly—
i e. in combination.

Thus wo may rationally administer bromine with any other
substance with which it will enter into chemical form of eombina-
tion; we may trust to the development of its due independent
action without regard to the action of the substance with which
it may be combined, and we may be satisfied that it will not
materially interfere with the action of the .agent with which it
has been made to combine.

Broxie oF QUININE.—Bromide of quinine is formed by
subjecting the alkaloid quinia to hydrobromic acid, or Ly acting
on a'salt of the alkaloid with bromide of potassium. The bromide
of quinine is soluble, and mixed with a simple syrup, is ready
for administration as amedicine. I preferto employ it asa syrap
containing one grain of it in every fluid drachm. The dose of
this syrup is from onc to four fuid drachms,
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Broyips 0F MoRPHINE—Bromide of morphine is made by &
similar process to that used for making bromide of guinine;
morphine or & salt of morphine being substi tuted for quinino or
a quinine salt. This compound also makes up best in form of a
syrup, and the proparation I preseribe contains an cighth of a
grain of bromide of morphine in o fluid drachm of simple syrap.

.

The dosoe of this-syrup is from one to four fluid drachms.

BROMIDE OF STRYCHININE—Bromide of strychnine is made
the same way as tho two last-named preparations ; strychnine or
asaltofit,taking the placo of quinine ox morphine. This, again,
I always prescribe asa syrup, onc thirty-second of a grain of
the bromide being contained in one fluid drachm of the simple
syrup. Tho dose of this syrup is from onc to four fluid drachms.

ConpinamioNs.—I am in the habit of sometimes combining
tho preparations named above, in order to suit particular eases of
disease. For cxample, I combine the bromide of quinine and
morphine in syrup, so that cach fluid drachm of syrup contains
a grain of the salt of qhinine, with an cighth of a grain of the
salt of morphine, or I combine the three salts, so that tho fiuid
drachm of syrup contains a grain of the quinine, an eighth of a
grain of the morphine, and a thirty-sccond of a grain of the
strychnine salt. Speaking generally of all theso salts, I may
state that, in action, the bromide throughout, in so far as its
action is indicated, is eliminative and sedative. T am satisfied
the bromide of quinine can be adminisiered freely, when quinine
itsclf, or any other salt of it, cannot be readily tolerated. 1 am
equally clear that the bromide favors the sedative action of mox-
phia, while it, at the same time, allays the astringency which
morphia induces S and lastly, Tam satisfied, from experiment,
that bromide reduces, or rather subdues and prolongs, the action
of strychnine on muscuiar motion.

Norzs ox PracricE—I have prescribed bromide of quinine,
and the other hromides named, in a large number of cases of
diseases, and with results I did not fully expect. T will proceed
bricfly to indicate the leading fz’lcts that have occurred to me in
the course of observation.

Bromide of quinine-simply appears to me to be of good ser-
vice in cases where certain special and persistent symptoms
follow upon syphilis. Ihardly speal now of the symptoms whicl

'
+
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pationts thomsolves connect wath that malady, but rather of
those insidious symptoms wlich we, as ruedica! men, v ho havo
lived long cnough to havo :cen yoars of practice, traco back toa
sypiliti- basis, hereditary or acquired. A casv of recusring
rheumatizm of this nature | a caso of recurring ulceration of tho
fauces, a caso of general nervour. exhaustion with fying pains in
limby, Joss of appetite, general dobility, loss of hair, and remain.
ing thickeniog enlargement in the groin, n sequence of bubo;
theso havo beon instances in which the administration of tho
bromide of quinino, in doses of from two to threc grains threo
times a day, has Leen moro | diately and d ately
beneficial thon any other treatment I have practiced mysolf, or
seen practiced by my bretbren of physie, in cuch forms of
disease.

Ono great advantago of this preparation secms to mo to be,
that it allows one to give much largor duses of qunine than are
commun, and in froquent and continued doses without sotting up
tho symptoms of headache, upp , and singing ia tho cars,
which make what has Leen called chinchonism,  Thus wo may
givo threo grains of bromide of quinive, threo times a day,
without jncunvenionce, tvr sovoral days, if & smaller dose docs
not suffico,

I havo an idea that tho bromide of quinine might bo admin-
istered with advantage in the carlicr stages of tho contagious
diseases, such as small-pux. It would, I thinl, allay tho sovoro
nervous symptoms which usher in theso discases, and s0 mederato
tho secondary symptoms that follow in train. Sinco I bogan to -
troduce the Lromide into practive, I have nut had an opportunity
of putting this suggestion to tho test, but I havo sent somo of tho
proparation to Mr. Marson of the Small-pox Iospital, asking bim
to give it impartial trial. I have also asked my friend, Dr.
Broadbont, to mako trial of it, at tho Fover Hospital in all cases
of acute febrilo disordors. The results they obtain I shall hopo
to communicate in a futuro numbor of this journal.

Brostnk ok Morpuse.—Is a useful addition to tho salts of
tho alkaluid. Tt sooms tv mo that & smaller doso of the salt than
is offectivo in the caso of the other morphino salts produces as
distinet a narcotic influenco, and also that tho doso may bo re.
pruted moro frequontly without producing those afier cffects of
an opiate which tell agaiust ropotitivn of administration, For

3




325 The Cmada Lancet.

ingtance, in a ¢aso of eXtrame depresston of a nervous hiud,
attended with detorminate insanios, in whieh, owing to the head.
acie and pavsea it producss, the muriate ot merphsa bas been
replaced by chloral hydrate, az the latter remedy has been con-
tinued until it had becorae burtfal, 1 prescribed the Sourth of a
grain of bramide of morphia at bed-time with excollent results,
producing sleop without prodnction of nausea or other distressing
symptom«, Knawing tov well how apt wo are to aseribo an
oflicicney to new remedies which eloug to other causes, I pen
theso fiest impressiots on the action of this bromido with all deo
reserve. I write, in fact, mainly to necure tho farger experionco
which wil] ensue when many acute observers are bringing the
same remedy into daily nye.

Tue Browings of Quistyg ASp Morruig—~In cambination
constitute n yemedy of which in cases sunted for theie administra
tion, I cannot xpeak to favorably, Fonr elasses of disoaso scom
to mo 1o be sperialiy benefit* ot by this compound, viz, neuralgio
fover, cerobral irritation, diabotic phihusis, and estremo acuty at-
tacks of fntermittent pulse, the rowult of orgame nervous shock.
In acnte nouratyia T administer a drachin ot tho syrup of bruuido
of quinine and morphia 1o an adnlt every two hours until the pain
i3 altoyother romoved, and am able to roport not only that pains
can be effectually renroved by it, but that the medicine oxerts no
derangement of the body that lessons its value, It calms pain
without indueing deep parcolism, 1t antorserces littlo with the
scerotions, it raroly causes nausea, and 1t antericres littlo with
the appetite. In the caso of an estecmed momber of our own
profession, who has beon for twelve months uuder my care, suf
foring from right homiplegis, the most distressing symptom I
have had to meot has been intense sciatic nonralgia,  Afterarun
of all nareotio tonic measurcs, I found happily 1 the bromide of
quimne and iron, a remedy which has now for threo months hold
him free of alt sutfering. and, as a conscquonco of freedom from
pain and sleepless weaviness, has led to a distinet 1nprovoment
in his general health.

In diabetic phthisis T bavo administered iho bromude of qui-
nine and worphia with tho same freedom.  Under its influcuce,
in these cases, the quantity of sagar and of flmd excreted by the
urine notably decrosses, cough is relivved, tho appetito and
digestivo powers aro improved, and reeurring heetie 18 held in
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abayance moro certainly, I thiuk, than by any other romedy or
combination of remudies with which Iam practically conversant.

In a caso of intermittent pulse, where ¢ho lapee in the heart-
stroke was painfully frequent,where thers was cuntigued foverieh
restlessuess, and a fear of zuing to sleep that moro than all
sustained tho liregular ncevous activn, the sy mptoms gave way
at once under a fow doxes of bromide of quinino and merphia
in a manner that was as gratitying to tho presonlber as to the
patient.  Tho purpuse of the medicine, in & word, was promptly
fuliilled, and as demunstiably as if 1t bad allurdel mechanical
instead of therapeutical relief.  In asvcond ea ¢ of ap* wiiwnt
pulso, whero the intermittency is the prelude of priat mental
cxcitement, followed by dopression and melanchoiz, the remedy
hav exerted a similar benoticent wflucuce. It indaces rest and
sleop without the production of deep parcotism and without
doranging digestion,

Tne Broxivg or STRYUININE—Las rendered unquestionablo
service in a fow cases of dyspepsiawith and fiom desivmnt nervous
control over the vaseular supply of the vrians concorned 1a tho
process of digestion, in cases of partial vrgawe nervous paralysis
of tho ventrical division of the organic nervous systom.  Insuch
cases of disease, and they are by no means uncommon, where,
When the body s without fowd, thero is a kevwledge of hunger
withont tho truo senso of it, wheu thero is congestion of tho
liver, and suppressed secrotivn tuday, accompanied by giddiness
and irritability aad prucoidial oppression, with disrrhea to-mor-
row, and thon constipation, in theso cases tho bromido of
strychnine in the proportior of une turly-sciond a grain may bo
given threo times daily with mark :d sdvantage, an alterative
being at the camo time occasionall, added. .

Iu somo mised cases of ucrivug pain, with want of organic
nervous action in the digestive oraas, I havo combined the
bromide of stryhinine with bromide of guinne, and 1n many
cases of this nature X have presunibed the three bromudos with
good results.

Syrup of the bromido of quinine, and strychnine, and syrup
of the browmide of uinino, murphine and strychnine, will both, I
believe, beeytno favorite cmpounds with the profession, finding
their place as Eastin's eyrup of superpho. jihato of iren, quinine,
a8d strychnine has found its place in the lst of trivd aud approved
medicaments,
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Oao other point of practice remains to mo only to note. In
cases where there is mueh dryness and irritabihity of the mucous
wmembrane uf the pharyny and laryny, tho bromides aro not com-
mendable, the bramine inereases tho irritation. This was so
marked in a case where there was a small nleerated surfaco in the
larynx, that T kad o otop the administration aitogether, the
amallest dose producing vinleot and long continued irritatise
cough and spasm

Iynirusreyte ETmer — Amonest other bromudes that have
mediuinal gualitios is livdrabromic ether. bromudo of othyl—
C, Hy Br. 'Thiy ether is a light volatile Jiqud made by disulling
four paris of powdired hromide of potassium, with five parts of a
muxturo, consisling of twa parts of strong suiphuric acid and one
of aleohiwl, having a boiling point of 104 degrees Kabr., a speulic
gravity of 1,400, and a vapar density of 54, taking hydrogen as
unity. Tt is noarly insoluble in the bleod.

This other i3 of interest, from the fact that tho late Mr. Nun-
nely, of Leeds, proposed and used it as & general anwesthotic, and
camo to tho conclusion that it was tho best and eafest of'all known
anzxcathotic substances A few weoks beforo his death I had tho
pleasure of wisiting Mr Nunneley and in the course of our many
conversations on seirptific subjects. ho spoko again of s experi-
cace with the bromide and bepged mo to submit 1t to & fur and
strict investigation T have earried out his wish, and can report
uput hydrobromie ether, that it is, as Mr. Nunneloy saud ofit, ono
of tho safest of general anmesthoties.  An atmosphero contaming
frem eight to nine per eent. of tho vapor of the bromido of cthyl,
causes, when inhaled entire destraction of common sennibihity,
xapidly, and safely  The breathing remans tranquil, the pulse
quiet, the exprestion gond ; tho transeision from tho first w tho
third degree of narentism is morsover, 0 rapid that tho second
degreo—degree of museular oxeit t—isscarcely bl
Thero is no sign of apneea; and when, in animals, the inhalation
18 carried to the cxtreme tho resistanco of tho hoartto tho paral-
yzing action of the naren‘ic is good A= might be expected
from the low builing-point of the cther, 101 dogrees Fahr., and
1ts insolubility in the bland, it is rapidly climinated from tho
body when it has been withdrawn, so that the period of recovery
1s short, fiow three to five minutes.

When inferior animals aro mado to sleep into death by the
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vapor of the bromido of cthyl, tho heart is found, directly aftor
death, with blood on both sides and free of vascular cungestion.
The color of the Llood an cach side is natural, and tho lungs are
left charged, without boing surcharged, win blood. Tho coagu-
lation of the blood is natural. Tho heart rotans its xmmbnhty
for as long a peried of time as after death from methylic other.
Mr. Nunneloy's favoradle opinion on tho action of hydrobro-
mic < "her is thereforo contirmed in respeet to essentials, but Tam
not thereupon inclined to suggest that it should bo employed.in
placo of other and bettor known anwstheties. For, arrespectively
of the troublo and cost of making tho other, it has certain faults
which aro opposed to its genoral cmployment. It causes irrita-
tion of the throat in sume cases, and oceasionally vomiting , added
to these objections, tho fluid casily undorgues change on exposure
to tho air, with liberation of free bromide, when it becomes
difficult, if notdangerous, to inhale.— Medical and Surgical Reporter.

Tae SuciaL Evin.—Men sprisklo f.ostitution with rose-
water and call it tho Social Evil. This is a better ttlo undor
which to invoke logislation. It keops persons off the scent. In
England, “Contagious Discases Act ' served tho same purpose.
Such was tho title of the law smuyg.cd through Parliament “to
improve the health of the Army and Nary." A year or two
after its passage people woko up to find they had licensed prosti-
tution jn certain distrivts. Then came oppositivn and a cry for
ropeal on the one sido, aud an effort ou the other side to extond
the law over tho entire kingdem.  Assuiiations were organized
for Loth purposes.  Opposition has gauned ground, and last yoar
six hundred thousaud siguers protested agamst the law. Tho
law hag been transplasted o America—to St Lows, nowhere
else,.as yot. Now cumes an effort to apply it to San Francisco.
Tis frionds allego that it has sucvewded clsowhero,  Its oncmics
insist that the success 1s on the surface, and that it has driven
the evil out of public viuw wuly, and inte clandestine retreats,
where it is more dangerous 0 sveiety. Many guod peoplo are
ranged un buth sides.  With tho enenues of the law, the «tumb-
log-block is the prinuple of heensing, and thus san i
prostitution.  Tho nivral scuise of the Anecrican peoplo is mﬂc‘-
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ibly hostile to this principle. They do not believe that tho end
Jjustifies tha means. l\rcnch and Ewropean logislation has
schooled many of our-citizons of European birth in tho opposite
faith.  Much can be said, and much will bo #aid, on both sides.
It is not & subject for hasty legislation. If & plan can bo dovised
to rostrict tho ovil without violating the principles of morality
and justice, and thereby sapping tho foundations of society, wo
shall bo oniy too glad to plead for it.  But wo protest agaiost
that ided legislation which protccts mon at tho exponso of
women—which dlstmms woman of her liborty that sho may bo
mado a safo subject for masculino lust—which compols her to
submit to cxanunations and operations in order that sho shall
10t conmuncato diseaso to men, and thon opens tho door of her
bedroom to every discased and beastly lecher, who may enter
without oxammmnation, without inquiry, without tho shadow of
restraint. Wo blush for any professional brothor of cullivated
conscionco and refined morahty who would advocato such logis-
lation.—Pacyfic Medical and Surqical Journal.

Ligsrercn’s OPERATION FOR EXTRACTION OF CATARACT.—
Prof. Leibrich says that during the four years past he has in more
than three hundred cases empluyed the following method for
oxtracting cataract in-proferonco to thy ono recommended by
Gracfo, which ko had formerly omployed, and finds it to bo, iz
many respeots, its superior. Tho incision of the cornea is to bo
mado with the smallest possible Graofe's knife jo the followiag
manner:  “ Puncture and cdntra-puncture are made in the scle-
rotic about ono millimotre beyond the cornea, tho whole of the
romaining incision passing with a very slight eurve through tho
cornes, so that the centre of it is about ono millimetre and a-half
distant from the margin of the cornea. This incision can bo
made upwards or downwanls, with or without iridectomy, and
tho lens can be removed through it with or without the capsale.
If, as I now practisc, tho extraction is made downiards withoat
iridectomy, the wholo operation is roduced to tho greatest sim-
plicity, and does not require narcosis, assistance, clevator, or fis-
ation, and only two instruments, Gracto's knifo, and one cysto-
tomo with Daviel's spoon (Br. Medicol Journal, No 570).
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DR. SAYRE'S APPARATUS FOR HIP JOINT DISEASE.
This apparatus consists of two portions, the upper (Fig. 1 ¢)
. made of corrugated steel, attached by
97 means of a universal joint to a pad of
proper size {d) fitting on the dorsum
below the crest of the ilium, and hold-
ing in place a periseal band (¢) adjust-
ablo by strong wobbing and buckles
@).
CED The lower Portion f, is simply a
ratched bar, sliding within the first,
Its inferior extremity is easily adjusted
by mcans of a single screw to either side
of two eemi-circular bands (aa) em-
bracing the thigh just abovo the kace,
making the apparatus answer for both
limbs. The cut represents the same
arranged for tho left leg.  Extension is
mado by working the Splint with the
oy f.
The necessary measuremonts in orderiug the abovo are .—
1. Length from Trochantor major to kncojorat,
2. Circumferonco of Thugh threo imchos above knee.

C. VIEMANN 8 )

The application of tho splint is as simplo asits con-
struction.—Tako strong adhesive plaster, spraad on

twiiled mushn, cut two fan-shaped picees (Fig. 2)»

one largo enough to reach from the porinoum to

within two or threo anches of tho condyly of the

fomur, on the inner sido of the thigh, tho other

from the trochanter major, to a point direetly op-

@ posito tho end of the inmer plaster. Sow on tho
narrow ond of cach, Fig. 2 @, ono of tho webbings, ropresented
Fig.laa (not on tho sucky mde).  Apply them to their respee.
tive places, and after pressing them with the warm hand, to ob-
tain firm adhesion, securo thom farther by a wetl-adjnsted rol-
ler. The instrumont contracted, is now faid over the thigh, the
wobbing Fig. 2 a. firmly fastened over the rollers to the buekles



332 The Canada Lancet.

Fig. 1. a a and the remaining ono around the thigh. Tho
porineal band is now adjusted, ratber firm, and the instrumont
extonded with tho koy, to just ecough to mako tho patient
comfortable, and then locked by pulling the slide down over tho
spring Fig. 1 ¢.

In onder to provent tho limb from swelling below the band-
age, Dr. Sayre recommends the use of an clastic stocking or-
Xkancocap. -

————

A Case or Baury Preayaxcy.—William McCollom, M.D,,
of Brooklyn, N. Y., roports tho following case:—Jane ¥, singlo,
born in Vermont, of American parentage, was reared in poverty
until adopted by a respectablo fumily in casy circumstances, at
tho age of oloven yoars. About this timo, and soon after sho
entored upon hor oloventh year, sho roached puberty, and mon-
struated rogularly up to tho timo of concoption, which occurred
in tho carly part of tho month of Mavch, 1864, after intercourso
with an old sinnor sixty years of age. Hor age at tho timo she
conceived was twelvo years and nino months, and at the timo
of her confinement, at full term, Decomber 10th, 1864, thirtcon
years and six months. Sho was at this timo a bright, active girl,
with a childish faco, and with & mind corresponding with her
years, but in other respects had a womanly development, woigh-
ing about ninoty-five pounds, with weil-doveloped polvis, full
rounded limbs, and finely developed mamma.

X was in attendance soon after the commoncement of labor,
at fivo o'clock p.m. Tho pains wore regular, with brief intor-
~vals of rest, gradually increasing in soverity. On making an
examination, found tho os dilated to admit tho point of indox
finger. Aftor an hour aud a-half bad olapsed sho was suddonly
soized, without premonitory symaptums, with quito sovero epilep-
tiform convufsions, immediately followed by coma and stertorous
breathing. The pains conunued, lesscacd i degreo of foree,
with considerablo regularity. Sho was bled in tho arm, and
kopt under chioroform unttl labor was sufficiently advanced to
allow mo to apply tho forcops at threo v'clock a.m. I dolivered
her, without difficulty, of a hving girl, which woighed sis
pounds abd erght ounces. Atter tho delivory of the child she
continued 1n an unconscious comatose stato until nino o'clock tho
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next morning, when sho gradually emorged from it, and made,
togother with.tho child, a good recovery. She had an abundant
Iacteal secrotion, and pursed tho child. She had no roturn of
tho eclampsia afer an hour from tho first seizure. Tho urino
was not tested for albumon or casts; but she had at 1o time
previous or subsequont to labor symp of- uremis.—Medical
Record.

———

A Case or Mogierarnia.—Dr. Noyes, of Dotroit, Mich.
(Detroit Review of Medicing), roported a raro a3 well as a vory
interesting caso of serivonor’s spasm or palsy. Tho caso was that
of a bank-clerk, who had been a long timo cogaged in writing
rapidly and vory 1y, until exhausted. Ho plained at
first of numbnoss in thumb and indexfinger. Tho numbness
grow worse, and after writing awhile, ho was unablo to bold tho
pon atall. The constant galvanic curront has boon used with
benefit, in connoction with cold showeriog.

Dr. Livormoro said that ho-had soen a numboer of cases of
this affection in Europe, which were enabled to writo by fitting &
block to tho pon, to bd held in tho ball of tho hand.

Wo would romark that Prof. Eastman, of Eastman’s Com-
mercial Collego, Poughkeopsio, has devised an oxcollent pon-
holder, with an ogg-shaped attachment for tho palm of tho
hand, which is well adapted to cases of mogigrapia.—Afedical
Record.

Cincoyersioy 1x UTERO.—A. momber of tho Philadelphia
Obstetrical Socioty having witnessed tho circumeision of a.Jewish
¢hild, deseribed this operation to his wife, who was in tho early
period of prognancy. A strong impression was mado on her
wind, and the event was the subject of constaut thought for sc-
voral days Sevon months afterwards she gave birth to a child,
whose glans ponis was found exposed, ** while the retracted pre-
paco actually showed the )ct granulating ciatns of what looked
liko a very receat cir [ ’Ilns oxtraordinary circum-
stanco, which is related in a first-class medical journal, under tho
head f “ Birth-mark from Maternal Impressions,” suggests a
ready mothed by which our fellow citizens of the Israchitish fmth
may do away with the sanguinary modo of perfurming air-
caracision in common uso—DPacific Med. and Sur. Journal.
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TLzyoPTYsis—TREATMENT BY AToMizER—Dr. Holden, of
Newark, Now Jersoy, (Medieal Record) invites attentior to o
simplo and officacivus method of checking ht moptysis by “throw-
ing tho atomized vapor of & saturaled solution of gallie acid
dircetly into the muuth and theoai. I have repeatedly found the
most gratifying success fullow at once, evon in eases of profase
hxmorrbage. Ualiko uther styptics thus administered, it quiets
the spasmodio cough, which socms tho direct result of the pro-
senco of the blood, requires but a moment to propare, and asido
from 1ts cfficacy, it inspires immedintoly the confidence of the
patient. My habit has beon to hase an atomizer and bottle of
gallic acid always at hand, and when summoned hastily to mix
tho acid in a tumbler of culd waler, aud use oven without wait-
ing for the oxcess of acid to subside. It has proved successful in
sovoral cases whoro the bluwd was streaming from the mouth
with every oxpiration.—(Medical Cosmos.)

OvartoToNx DURING PrEGNANCE—AL 4 recont meoting of
tho London Obstotrical Socioty, Dr. Eugene: Guddard read tho
particulars of a ful caso of i y duriog pregnancy.
Tho patient was 29 years of ago, and in 1870 was found {o bo the
subject of an ovarian cyst, but as there was no urgent symptoms,
tho consideration of any surgical treatmont was deferred.  Sho
then becamo pregnant ; and about the end of the second month
of utero-gestation, Mr. Spencer Wells removed tho ovarian cyst.
Eloven and a halt puits ot fluid was withdrawn, The clamp was
romosed aad the bowels acted on tho cight day. Pregnancy
went on uniaterruptediy, and a hving child was Lorn at the fall
period.  Dr. Geddard said that the compound nature of the wyst,
precluded the idez of tapping, as also did the 1isk of poritonilis,
suppuration of tho eyst, and tho formation of adhesivns. Prema-
tare labour was not induced, becauso tho pativnt was already
beginmng to sutler constitativnal disturbance from the double
burden, and 1t was doubtful whether, by tho time a siable child
<ould be born, they would not have assumed such magnitude a8
to imperil the patients safety , whoreas, if abortion wore in-
duced, the chuld would bo lost, and the tumor would remain.

Dr. Ross related a caso 1n which Mr. Wells hiad operated
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under more adverso circumstances, as tho lady was mnuch brokon
down in health, at tho timo of tho oporation. A small ovarian
tamnor was disgnusticated oighteon years ago.  Tho patient was
subsoquontly married, and Dr. Ross had attended bhov in four
T labours.  In no instance-was parturition attended with any soris
ous lificulty During gestation tho tumour appeared to becomo
smaller.  The tumor rapidly ncrensed about a year ago, and Mr.
Wells removed it successfully, the paticat boing about two
months progannt.

Mr Spoeacor Wolls said that tho existonce of tho oyst for
oighteen years, and tho pressuro on its walls of hard bone-liko
masses, had led to the diagnows of a dermoid tumor. Ho had
performed ovariotumy four times dunng prognaacy, and ail the
patients had recovered.

Dr Bantock said that the diagnosis of pregnancy at an carly
slage, complicated with aun ovarian tumor, Was not atways casy.
In considering sho performanco of tho radical operation in theso
cases, ono fact was worth any number of theorotical abjections.

Mr. Scott roforred to a caso of ovariotomy which ho had
recently porformed  Tho pationt had passed through two
labours at torm in safoty.—DBritish Aled. Journal,

NEW METHOD OF EXTRACTION OF CATARACT.

.

BY R. LIEGREICH,
Ophthalmie Surgeon and Lecturer to St. Lhomas' Hospital, London.

GENTLEMEN —Until now we could perfurm but small opera-
tiona at our Thursday meetings. The Upbthalmic Ward having
been opened last week, we shall be ablo to recoiso patients for
operations of greater importance.  Wo shall begin with cases of
iridectomy and cataract, and as for this latter, I shall havo to
explain to you my new methud of cxiractivn, the moro dotaled
description of which will appoar in our noxt Hospetal Reports.

The frequent occurrency of tutal suppuration after flapex-
extraction induced the celebruted uperators of Moorficlds Hospi-
tal to return to and imnprovo tho linear cxtiactin, which at
that time hiad been almost abaudvned. Gracte, struck with the

}
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resuits which Messrs Bowman wod Critchott had obtained, sub-
mitted the question to further studics, and so formod tho mothod
which is now gonerally adopted in England and on tho continont.

Thero are numerous statisties to show that in Graofe's
mothod thoro is & much smallor percentago of total suppuration
than in fap-oxtraction; also that, ovon in cases of vory bad gen-
oral constitution, weak and marastio individuals with thin and
flabby cornea, the prognosis is not so unfavonrablo as in flap-
oxtraction; and tho precautions wo have to tako after tho opera~
tion, and tho restrictions e havo to impose upon the pationt aro
nol 50 great.

On account of thoso advaniages of Graefo's mothod, it was
natural that tho flap-oxtraction was soon abandoned. To mo,
howerver, it appeared that the mechanism of Graofe’s operation
was still too comphieated and violont, that prolapso of tho vit-
reous body and hromorrhago 1ato tho antorior chamber woro too
freq during tho op , s and strangulution of tho iris
in tho cornors of tho wound too froquent after it, and that tho
most favourablo resnits, compared with tho most favourablo
rosults in flap-oxtraction, wore not porfect coough.

If these inconvemences bo carefully inquired into, it is found
that they can all be brought back to one and the same principal
cause—namoly, peripheric position of tho incision, This pori-
pheric position oxplains why—

1. It is impossible to removo tho lons without iridectomy.

2. Tho oxcision of the iris is to bo Iargo and oxtensive, olse
it causes too great an inclination to prolapso of the iris.

3. Itis 'y to perform tho oporation above, so as to
cover a part ot thisi A.u‘w pujnl by tho upper esolid  The removal
of tho lens upwards 3 by far more dificalt, on account of tho
tendency ot tho oye w escape upwards, and, consequently,

4. During tho wholo operation, thv oys has to bo kopt open
by tho speculum, and to bo drawn downwards by the forcops.
This is not onty painful and myurions to thooyo itsclf, but causes

5. Not unfrequontty, prolapse of tho vitreous budy, to which
a poriphoral neision 1tsolf sircady tends. Prolapso of tho vit-
reous Lody and hemorrhago iato the anterior chamber aro tho
chief impediments to a carotul removal of all the dedris of the
cortox, and.cause—
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6. Those grase forms of iritis which are sustuned by the
permanent irritaliva caused by the tuwilal retaainders o1 the
lons behind the irjs

Of those disadvantages I was perfectiy awaro after I had fol-
lowed for a short timo Grack's wriginal plan, and L proposed,
therefure, in 1367, in an atticle on Citaract which I wrute for tho
Nouvraw Dictisnnaire Je M decne ot de Cheruryse (Dary, Bailhiero),
some modifieations. They are, huwover, but the fiest step I
made, and in tho last four years I have como, by a largo series
of systomatic experimonls, to 8 muidinl whic I now, after moro
than three Lundred oporations performed in this mannor, consider
definitely sottled.

The incision of the cornca is to Lo mado with the smallest
possible Graefo’s knife, in the following manner.

Puncture and contrapuncture aro made in the scicrotic abour
one millimetre beyond the cornea, the whole remainiog inasion
passing with a very slight curve thevugh Lhe curnes, 2o that the
contre of it is about vno willimetrs and & hall distant from tho
margin of the cornoa. This incision can be made upwards or
downswards, with or without iridectomy, ard tho lens can be
removed throngh it with or without the capsule.

Tf, as I now practise, the extraction is mado duwnwards with.
out iridectomy, tho whols operation is reduced to tho greatest
symplicity, and does not requiro narcosis, assistanco, elovator, or
fixation ; and only two instruments—nameoly, Graofo's knifo, and
ono cystotomo, with Daviol’s spoon.

What are tho advantages of this mothod of operating ?

1. It is undoubtedly of all mothuds tho simplest and least
Paioful,

2. It is unconditivually the easiest to perform, and requires
the least practive. It may, therefore, Lo porformed by those
operators who from time tu time ouly Lase an oppurtunity of
doing 50, and thuse paticuls Lencfit by it why arv unable to rosch
a contral point in onder tu placo themselves in mure practised
hands.  On account of the greator favility of oporating, tho last
pretext for reclination of calaract is romoved, which, althvugh
universally and justly condemned, is still horo and theeo porformed.

3. Tt is proferablo to tho flap-ostractivn, on account of tho
safer and constantly rogular incisivn. The fap-incision scarcoly
over acquires tho regularity which may theorotieally be domanded
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—aven if mado by the most practised opevator, with tho best

t , tho most enduring patient, or undor chloroform—by
tho uxo ox clovation and fixetion instramonts. Now its height
or breadth is not what it ix intended to be; now its yu:ition is
incorrect, or tho wouad is irrezular —indeed, part of it ix duo to
tho ditlicult form of thy incision; but by far tho greater part,
according to my conviction, is due to the mechanism by which
the cunciform cataradt-knifo is to make tho incision. A smali
Graefo’s knifo would mako a flap safer and more regular than the
various other eataract-knives.  Tho incixion which I designed
can easily bo mado, in giving 1t in overy easo oxactly the desived
form and position—oven if tho patient is very restlos—=without
assistance, without clovator or fixation. It mainly dopends on
tho facility with whick tho placo of tho contrapuncture can be
chosen, tho knifo drawn back and made to piorco at another
point if a mistako i« made in tho sclection of the placo for con-
trapuncturo, and in tho freedom with which, in terminating the
incision, tho inchnation of the knifo can be caasged if necessary.

Adittlo practico will enablo overy vperator $0 avoid these
corroctiony, and to mako the contraputicturo, as well ay the wholo
incision, correctly to bis omgmal plan, without subsequont altera-
tions.

4. Against Gracfo's mothod it has tho advantage of a mor.
favourablo position of tho fiold for thy operation, and avoids
throngh it all tho inconvomences to which I have referred, as
arising out of the peripheral position of the wound.

6. Inrogard 1o tho modo of healing, it favourably contrasts,
liko Graofo’s method, with tho flap-oxtraction, on account of the
diminished influonces which ago, constitution, genoral state of
Tiealth, scason, and other causes exert ; also on account of tho less
domand made upon the paticnt to remain quict after tho opera-
tion ; and, abovoall, on account of the lesser tendoney to suppura-
tion of tho cornea.

6. Tho advantages of my method over that of Graefo’s are
shown by the ultimate resuits obtained, by not showing a
greator P tago of total supp jon than in Gracfo’s method,
my best results aro in regard to optical and (of I may use the
term) snatomical perfection, idontice! with tho best rosults
obtained 1n flap oxtraction.—Brtish Medical Journal.
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AMENDMENTS TO TIIE MEDIOAL ACT.
— -

The Committee appointed by tho Council at its last mooting
to draft amendmonts to the Medical Act have completed-ther
labors and framed the following clauses, which have been placed
in the hands of Dr. Baxter, tv bo carvied through the Houso.
It is very doubttul, howevor, at this lato stago of tho Session,
whether o not thoy will pass the Touse. Probably 1t is just as
well that they shuuld bo laid over for tho preseut, in order that
they may bo submitted to tho profession for approval or
amondmont :—

1 Section 11 is hereby amended by striking out tho words
“by a notice™ in the thirtcenth lino down to the words “such
clection " in the fifteenth and sixteenth lines, and tho tollowing
hereby substituted ** in such manner as shall bo provided for by
by-law of tho council.”

2. Section thirteen is heroby ameonded by striking out the
word ¢ Wednesduy," 5ifth line, and substivatiog the woru “Tues-
day ™ therofor.

3 Section fourteon is heroby amended by striking out all the
words after “in'’ in the third lino and substitating tho words
*‘the manner provided for by by-Jaw of the council.”

1 Section twonty-five is horoby amonded by adding tho fol-
lowing clause, * whenever auny registered practitionor of tho gon-
eral school shall sigmfy his wish to become registered as a
homanpathic or ecleutic membec of the Collego of Physwians
and Smigeons of Ontario, ho shall signify sueh wish to tho Rogis-
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trar in writing, and :hall appear at the noxt rogular examinna.
tion of tho Buanl of Examincrs and be examined in the branches
herein botore mentoned by the esaminers approved of by tho
representatiin tho Council of the body tu which ho has sig
nified his weh to juin, and_apen such examination Leing
ropurted to by satisfaciory the Board sbail repurt his sawo a3
having pased asa b pathic or cclectic ber of tho Col-
lego of If’hy»iei:\ns and Surgeons of Ontario, and the Registrar
shall register bis name upon the payment of such feo w, the
council may appuint, and all persons »0 registered shall L onti-
tled to vote for b pathic or ecleetio rep tauves aa the
council, as tho case may bo.

6. Scetions forty, furty-onc, forty-two and forty-three aro
hereby repealed, and tho following rections and sub-sections are
substituted in leu thereof:—

6. Any person who shail wilfully procure, or atteinpt to pro-
cure, ekt to bo registered under tho sad Act, by making
or producing, or causng tu bo mado or produced, any falso or
fraud representavon or declarauion, cuther verbally or 1n
writing, shall, on consviction thereut before any Justics of tho
Peace, 1ocur ﬁ}\nclmlty not exceeding one hundred dullars, and
every person knowingly aiding or assisting him thorcin shall
on conviclon theteul, incur a penaley of not less than tweuty,
nor more than fifty dolars.

7. If any pervon shall procure, or causo to bo procured, his
regwtration under the xad Act by means of any falso or fraudu-
lent ropresentation or declaration, either vorbally or in writing,
it shall bo lawful for the registrar, upon tho receipt of ovidenco
which shall bo saustactory to bim of tho faluyy or trauduient
character of stud represontativn or declarauon, to erise the name
of tw sad persun frum the Regoster, aod w0 make bovwa the
fact and causo of such erasure by notivs to Lo published vueo in
the Untarw Gazette, and after such nvtico bas appeured, tho
persun whoso namo has been so crased as aforesaud shall cease
to Lo n momber of the sard Cullego of Physivians and Surgeons
of Untario, and shall ccaso to enjuy any of the privileges of re-
gistratwn uader tho sud Act, aed shall bo disyualificd frum
registering under tho said Act at any future timo without the
oxpress xanction of the council.

&. It shall not by lawful for any persuu not registered under
tho sard Act to pracuse Phywe, Surgery or Midwitery in OUntario
for hire, gam or hope of rewand.

9, If any porson not registered undor tho said Act, shall,
for huro, gam or hope of reward, pracuse or profess to prac-
tise Physic, Surgery or Mudwitery, or advertise w give adrics
or medicing, ho shail, apon a summary conviction boture any
Justico of the Peace for any and cvery such offence, pay a

TR
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ponaalty not esceediaz ono hundred dollars, nor less than
twenty doflars, prosided always that pothing in this clause
contained, whall prevent any person hicensed ander the Phar-
macy At from compaunding medicines whon prescribed by o
regieteved prretitione, nor from selling any medicino in tho or-
dinary courso of trado,

10. Aoy porson who shall wilfully and falsely pretend tobo a
Physician, Doctor of Mediene, Licentate in Medicine, Surgery
or Midwifery, Muster of Surgery, Bachelor of Medicine, Surgeon
or General Practitioner, or shall assumo any title, addition or
deseription other than ho actually possesses” and is legally enti-
tled to, xhall be lable ou convictivn bufore a Jusuco of the Feaco,
to n penalty not osceeding tifty dollare,

11. Any person not registored undor the said Aet, who shall
tako or uso any name, title, addition or descciption implying or
calculated to lead peaple to infer that ho is registered under tho
8aid Act or that ho is rerngnized by law as o Physician, Surgeon,
Accouchour. or a Licentiato in Medicino, Surgory, or Midwifery,
shall, upon a summary eonviction bofore any Justico of the Peace,
pay a ponaity net exceoding one hundred dollars, nur less shan
twenty-fivo dollars.

12 In any frinl under tho &aid Act as horeby amonded, the
burden of proof as to rogistration shall lio upon tho person
charged, provided always that tho register in forco for tho timo
boeing, shall bo prima facie ovidonco that tho porsons named
thorein aro lxorcg)' entitled to the diplowmas montioned opposito
thoir respective namos.

13 All prosecutions undc this Act, or tho Act amended by
it, may ho brought and heard F:fore and by-any oue or moro of
Her Majesty's Justices of tho Peaco having jurisdiction 10 the
loeality where any such offence has been cummatted, and such
Justico shall have power to award the paymont of costs in nd-
dition 1o the penalty; and in case tho penalty and cosis awarded
by him be not paid farthwith upun coaviction, to comnut the
offender to tho common gaol, there to bo imprisoned for any
term nnt oxceeding throo montbs, unless such ponalty and costs
bo soonor paid.

14. Al ponalties recovorablo undor this Act, or undor the
Act horehy amended, shall be paid tv the convicting Justiee,
and be by him paid to the Treasurer of tho Council: ali pen-
alties so recovered shall form a part of tho general fund of the
Council.

15 Any person convicted under this Act, or under tho Act
herohy amended, who shall give nutice of appeal agamst tho
deersion of the convicting Justice, shall bo requirad, botore being
released from castody, to give to said Justico satisfactory
security for tho amount of the penalty and costs of convietion
and appeal,
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16. Any person may be prosecutor or-complainant under
this Act, or under the Act hereby amended ; provided always
that every prosecution under this Act and the Act amended
thereby, shall be commenced within one year from the date of
the alleged offence.

17. This Actshall beread as part of the Act hereby amended.

E)

AID TO CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.

The Honorable mémber for Norfolk, Dr. Clarke, has been
engaged during his sparc moments since the session commenced
in visiting the various charitable institutions, hospitals, poor-
houses, &c., and eliciting information regarding the working of
these institutions, with a view to establish them on a more
liberal and permanent basis. He has asked for and obtained a
parliamestary committec to take the following matters into -con-
sideration. The committee consists of the following gentlemen:
Hon. Messrs. Blake and Gow, Messrs. Guest and Williams, Drs.
Baxter, Wilson, Clarke, and Boulter. The Hon.! Mr. McKenzio
has also promised to bring in. & Bill next Session, based on the
report of this.committee. The objects aimed at are as follows:—
1st. To_place the various hospitals cn a bo'ter financial basis.
2nd. To render it imperative upon counties or groups of counties
o establish hospitals, and to provide accommodation for the main-
ténance of theé chronic insane, and imbecile. 3rd. To establish o
permaneit Provincial Sanitary Board; or board of health,to which
all reports on epidemic and other diseases shall be referred ; and
/4th. To establish one or mote inebriate asylums, &e.

In referenco to the above matter, the suggestions and
opinions of ‘the medical profession and others are earnestly -
solicited, and will réceive every attention. We hope the honor-
able gentleman may‘be successfal i his efforts; and we have no

*-doubt that the profession here and throughout the country will .
lend him-every assistance and support in-his important inquiries, .
and warmly second his efforts in-the dir _tion above indicated. .
The ‘Toronto-General Hospital will .come -n = ¢ ashare of the
honorable gentleraan’s attention, and probutly no other instite-
tion in the Province is .iore in want of assistance than thie.’
At present, though capable of accomitodating 300 patients, .

-
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thoro are only 50 freo Leds in tho institution. Tho building is
finely situated, having good facilitics for proper drminago, and
with a little improvoment in the vontilation, and means to placo
it within roach of the unfortunato poor, it could bo made ono of
tho best appointed and most useful of the kind in tho Dominion.
It is managed by & very efficiont board of trustees, and has an
cexcollont hospital staff; and wo trust that tho governmont may
bo inducod to give it that assistance which it s0 much sieds in
need of to makoe it what it ought to bo—a blessing to tho
afllicted poor.

MEDICAL COUNCLL ELECTIONS.

In the last number of tho Lancet wo requested our friends
to send us the names of probable candidates for clection to the
Medical Council in June sest.  In o far as our request has been
complied with, wo are enabled to stato that Dr. Jas. A. Grant,
of Ottaws, will bo a candidato for tho Territorral Division of
Bathurst and Rideau, in oppusition to the prosont roprosentatise,
Dr, Mostyn,of Almonte. Dr.Bray,of Chatham,for Western and St.
Clair, in opposition to Dr, Edwards, Strathroy. Dr. Hodder of
the Medical Faculty of Trnity College Medical Sckool, will bo &
candidato for the University of Trinity Colloge, Torosto, in
opposition to Dr. C. B. Hall, the prosort incumbent.

MarricuLaTioNn Exauivazion.—The noxt Quartorly Matricu-
lation examieation of tho Coancil of the Colloge of Physicians
aud Surgeons, Ont., will boheld in tho Grammar School, Toronto,
and also in Kingston, on the first Tucsday and Wednesday
April.

PROFESSIONAL ExasiyaTioNs, CoLIEGE oF PHYSICIANS AND
Svraroxs, ONt.—1o aro informed that & meeting of tho Execu-
sivo Committeo will bo held at an carly date to fix the timo ard
¥'ace for holding tho above exammations. Although it hos not
beon definitoly sottled, wo are in a position to say that in sl
probability thoy will commenco on Wednesday, the 3rd of
April.

VaccINe.—We have received several onquiries from our
fubscribors regarding the reliability of tho vaccios virus sup-
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plied by Dr. Martin, of Boston Iighlands. We beg to say that,
a forw weeks ago, wo ordored a crust, oue remoio from tho cow.
and it gave tho most entiro satisfaction. It hus not failed in 2
singlo instanco. Our friend, Dr. Covernton, of Simcoe, also
received somo of tho points, dircet frum the cow, through Dr.
Clarko, of St. Catharines, which also proved highly satisfactory.
Wha have, thorefore, no hesitativn in recommending the virus as
supplicd by Dr. Martin.

T

DECLARATION REGARDING ALCOHOL.

Lho following “declaration " regarding the uso of aleohul,
‘by modical men for their patients, has Jately buon published
alitho leading medical journmals in England. It contains tho
sigoatures of the most eminont medical men in London, and
many others of losser noto, to tho number of two hundred and
fifty-four:

¢« As it i3 belioved that tho inconsidorato prescription of

Jarge quantities of aleoholic liquids by medical men for ther

atients has given rize, in many instancs, to the formation of
intemperate habity, the undersigned, whilo analie o abandon
the use of alcohol in tho treatmont of certain cases of disease,
are yot of opinion that no medical practitionor should prescribo
it without a sense of graso responsitality. They believe that
aleohol, in whatever form, should bo preseribed with as much
care-as any powerful drug, and that the diroctions for its use
should bo so framed as not to bo interpreted as a sanction for
OXCes8, oF ily for the i of its uso when tho
oceasion is past.

“Thoy are also of opinion that many people immonsely
exaggorate the value of alcokol as an articlo of diet, and sinco
no ¢lass of men sco so much of its ill offects, and possess such
powor to restrain its abuse, as members of their own profession,
1hoy bold that every medical practitioner is bound to exert his
atwost influenco to inculeate habits of great moderation in the
use.of alcoholic liquids.

“Being also firmly convinced that the great amount of
drinking of alcoholic liquors among the working classes of this
country is ono of the greatest ovils of the day, destroying—more
than anything clso—tho health, happiness and welfare of those
classcs, and neutralizing, lo a iargo cextont, tho great industnal
prosperity which Providenco has placed within tho reach of
1his nation, tho undersigaed woul& gladly support any wisd
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legislation which would tond to restrict, within proper fimits, the
uso of alcoholic boverages, and gradually intioduco habits of
tewperanco.”

Whilo protesting against tho first paragraph, ou the ground
that it would appear to attributo to the profossion tho ereation
of intomporato habuts, wo ave of tho opinion that this important.
documont has not appeared » momont 100 soon, A great deal
of harm wmay undoubtedly bo dono by tho caroless and indis-
criminate uso of alcohol by medical mon for thoir patients.
Such a movement on tho part of tho medical profession in our
own country would not be amiss, In tho moanumo wo hopo
that tho publication of tho above declaration may oot be with-
out its bonofisial offect, and that greator care and discrimination
may bo ised in tho administration of this useful, though
wuch abused romedy.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

InNervation.—In the presont number will be found an
article on * tho phenomona of life,” by Dr. Freel, of Mackham.
Itis tho continuation of a proceding aruiclo Which waspublished ia
tho April Number, for 1871, If any of our now subscribers would
like to have-the whole article we will be happy to supply them
with tho number of tho Laneet referred to.

GLUE Baxpace ror Fracrores.—Dr. McCatium, of tho
Montreal Goneral Hospital, (Canada Medical Journal), has Intely
introduced tho uso of tho Gluc Bandage as & primary sotting ia
tho treatment of fractored limbs,  Patients thus treated are per-
mitted to got up on the third day and move about on crutches.
The bandages do not got uut of order, and tho advastages more
than counterbalanco any troublo that i1s necessary in its applica-
tion,

TREATMENT OF SyaLL-Pox.~Dr. Marsdon, of Quebee, (in
tho Medical Record for July 15th), vecomwnonds thrco drops of
Balsam Copaiba, rubbed up with & httle Albumon, or ueilage
and Syrup in tho treatmont of small pox.  Tho idea originated
with Dr Rowand, ane of the Surgeons of the Marino and Emi-
grant Wospital, Que. It is claimed ivr the above remedy that
it arrests tho process of [ lar devolop and quont
dosquamation and suspends the disease.
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Vaconation.—We have received a communication from
Dr. N. Munro, of Brucefield, in which he urges the propriety of
repeated vaccination aslong as it will take effect as a preventive
of the spread of small-pox. In reference to revaccination he
states that in his experience sixty per cent are susceptible of
taking a second time, forty per cent a third time; and ten per
cent a fourth time, and therefore he submits that it is ineumbent
on old and young to be repeatedly vaccinated, until it fails to
make.any impression on the system.

Honors,—Dr. Gardner, professo. of Medical Jurisprudence
in the Medical Faculty of Bishop’s Collegs, Montreal, has been
electod Fellow of the Obstetrical Society, London, England.

.

BOOK NOTICES.

Anmstaesia, HospiraLisy, &c., by Sir James Y. Simpson, Bart,
M.D,, D.C.L. Edited by his son, Sir. W. G. Simpson, Bart,
B.A. New York: D. Appleton & Co. Toronto: Copp,
Clark & Co. pp. 553.

‘This work contains most of Dr. Simpson's articles, corres-
pondence &c., on the subject of Anwmsthesia, written from tinie
to time, some of which have already been published in the peri-
odicals of the day, and are now transferred to the present
volume. The volume opens out with a History of Anwsthesia
and its defonce. The naturc and powers of various anmsthetics -
and their application to surgery and obstetrics are next taken
up, and followed by some remarks on local Anmstiesia, On the
subject of Hospitalism, the author has been at considerable pains
to collect statistics from different sources, showing the different-
ial death-rate betwecn country aud hospital amputations. He next
discusses the causes of this difference, and suggests certain im: -
provements in the sanitary condition of hospitals. Considerablé

space is devoted to the interesting subject of Heivriaphroditism; "
which the aunthor divides into frue and spurious,the former if- '
‘cluding all cases in which thereisa bfending of ‘both male and
female organs in the same individual, and the latter comprehends* *
ing malforimations of the genitals of one sex, approximating 1 °
appearance those of the opposite. The author concludes with 7
an article on the process of stamping out smallpox and other
contagious diseases. This part is especially interesting at the
_ present time, in view of the present epidemic.
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