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cod forbid that I shonld glory, save in the Crossof onr Lord Jesus Christ; by whom the world is Crnufed_{o me, and | fo
the world.—8t, Panl, Gal. vi. 1.

HALITAX, AUGUST 16, 1843.
e ———,——

CALENDAR.

A0e, 17—Sunday XTV. after Pentecost—Octave of tho Feast of
the Feast of St Lawrence
. 18—3%onday—St Hyacinth, Confessor.
... 19—Tuesday—St Joachim, Confessor.
. 20~Fednesday—St Bernard, Confessor and Doctor.
... 21—Thnuraday --St Joanaa Francesca, of Chantal, Widow.
22— Friday—Octave of the Assumption.

P4

v 23—Saturday—St Philip, Beaiti.

HYMNS OF THE HOLY GHOST.

Immortal honour, endless famo,

Attend the Alinighty Father’s name;
To thy Son equal praises be

and, loly Paraclete, 1o Thee! Axex.

INVOCATIONS OF THE HOLY GHOST.

Corme Holy Spirit, Heav’oly Dove,

With all thy quick’ning pow'rs,

Kindle & flame of sacred love,

In these cold hearts of ours !

See; how wa grovel here below,

Fond of these earthly toys;

Our souls how hesvily they go,

To reach oternal joys.
1a vain we tune our lifeless songs
In vain, io vain westrive to rise,
Hosannas languish on our tongues
And our devotion dies,
Come, Holy Spirit, Heav'nly Dove
Witl all thy quick’ning [:owers
Come, shed abroad a Saviour'slove,
And that shall kindle ours.

Dear Lord, O shall wecrerlive.

At this sad, {ntal, dying rate,

VENI CREATOR.

Spirit, Creator of mankiod,

Came visit ev’ry pious mind,

And sweetly let thy grace invade

Our hearts, O Lord, which thoun bast made !
Thou art the Comforter whom all,
Gift of the highest God, muast call ;
The living fountain, firs and love,
The gliostly unction from above.

God's sacred finger, which imparts
A sev’u-fold grace to faithfu! hearts;
Thou art the Feather's promise, whence

We language have, znd eloquence.
‘Enlighten, Lord, our souls, naad grant
That we Thy Java misy never »ant;
Let notour yirtue ever fail;
Bur strengticn what in flesh is frail.

Chaase from our minds th’ inlerns! {oe,
And peace; the fruit of love, bestow
Aud lest our feet should step astray
Protact and guide us in the way.

Make us eternal traths receive,.

And practics all that we believe:
Giveusthysell that we may ses

The Fuber xnt the Son it Thee.

Qur love so faint, so cold to thee,
And thine to us so great ?
Come, lioly Spirit &c. as sbove. Amen.

Eternsi Spirit, we confess

And sing the wonders of thy grace ;
Thy pow'r couveys each hlessing down,
From God the Father, and the Son.

Enlighten'd by thy beav'nly roy, .

Our shastes and darkneas turn to day ;
‘Thine inward teachbiogs make us kuor,
Our danger and our refugs 100.
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Thy quick'ning powers work within,
Aud break the chuing of reigning vin
They our imperipus lusts subdue,

And form our wretched heatts anew.

‘T'he, trembled eenscience knows thy voice,
Thby cheering words awake our joys ;
‘Thy words al'sy the stortay wind,
And caln the surges of the mind.
Come, [oly Spirit, Heav'nly Dove,
Kind'o a sacred finme of love
1u this my aold and sinful heart,
Nor ¢’er let hence thy grace degpart.

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH—NORTH END.

“ 1 rejoiced ot the things that were £1id to me: we shall
go iato the House of the Lord?  Ps. 121

We have to offer our sincere congratulations to
the Catholics of the entire city on the opening of
an additional Place of Worship amongst us. It is
a subject of great joy to all the people, and espe-
cially to those who reside in that populous dis-
trict. The zeal and genetrosity of the faithful in
contributing to this Church are beyond all praise.
Many of those who subseribed largely, do not live
at the North Enad, and could not expect to derive
much personal or immediate advantage from the
erection of a new Church in that locality. But,
influenced by higher and holier motives than mere
personal consideration, they willingly lent their
assistance to the blessed work, and have secured
to their Catholic neighbours one of the greatest
spiriteal advantages which they could rececive.
The great St. Chrysostom declares that any thing
given for the erection of a church, is a greater
charity than if bestowed on the poor. He even
required that every land-owner should build a
Church for the use of the peasantry and labourers
around him. ** I exhort you, | beseech you, I ask
you as a favour, nay, 1 preseribe it to you as a
law, that no land-owner be without a Church.
Tell me not that there is a church in the neigh-
bourhood, that the erection of a new onc will cost
much, and that your income is small. If you have
aught to spend on the poor, employ it in the erec-
tion of & Church. It is better employed in the
latter, than in the former, purpose. Be affected
towards the Church as you are when you mairy
wives, or portion yjour daughters. Give Her a
dower, and your estate shall be filled with bless.
ings” (Homil xviil. in Acta Apost.) b another
part of the same Homily this eloquent Father

exclaims “ O how sweet it is lo belread the Ilouse
of God when 1we know that we ourselves have
built it, to lay down upon our beds, and after the
tefreshment of our bodies to take a part in the
Evening and Morning Hymns, to have the priest
a guest at our table, to go about and converse with
him, toggeceive his blessing, and to sec others
resort hither from the neighbonring villages! Let
such he the walls and defence of your field. Let
it smell a9 ¢ a field, which the Lord hath blessed.”
[f the country be so beautiful on aceount of its
repose and freedom from care, what will it not be
when a Church shall be added thereunto? The
land which hath a Church, is like unto the Para-
dis¢ of God. ‘Ttere is neither noise, nor discord,
nor strife, nor heresies. We behold all living in
friendship, one with another, and joined together
by tbe same faith.” .

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO ST. PATRICX’S CHURCH.

Mr. John Dutreen (2d Subscription) £2 0 0
John Maguire 1 010
James Hoolahan 1 010

Two Masses were celebrated at St. Patrick’s,

on Sunday, and the Bishop preached alter the last
Mass.

TilE SALADIN PIRATES.

A paragraph in the Times relative to those
unhappy men states that their remains had been
removed from the Roman Catholic Cemetery, by
order of the Bichop. This is inexact. The Pi-
rates were originally interred, by mistake, in a
part of the ground intended: for other purposes, and
which we believe was not consccrated. They
have been removed into a portion of the Cemetery
which is consecrated, and which is appropriated to

single interménts, and to the burial of strangers.®
The Catholic Church does not refuse the rite of
Christian sepulture to such of her children as de-
part this lifo in penitential dispositions,, with the
exception of those who die in a duel, and who are
excluded from Christian burial even though they
should exhibit signs of repentance before death
With regard to the Pirates, we believe the less sait!

about their graves, or interment, the better. Le!
the dead rest in peace.

* This is in accordance with the prescription of the Roma:
Ritaal ¢ Nemo christianos in communions fideluim defunctos
extra Ecclesiam 20t cemelesium rite beacdictam sepels
debet s scd si necessitac cogat ex aliquo eveata sligoando =«
tempus aliter ficri, curetar ut qualenus feri poterit, corpts i
focum sacram quanprisapm treusleralue’ de Ezeguiis.
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CATECHISTICAL SOCIETY.
The Annual Meeting of this most useful Institu-

twho arowded the Church in every part.

Mass
was then celebrated coram Episcopo bty Rev. Mr.

tion was held on Tuesday evening last, the Bishop|Lyons, at the termination of which the Bishop

in the chair.
The usual Subscriptions were paid in to a con-

siderable amount-—several new members were,

explained to the people the various objects for
which a Visitation is held. He was then atured
in a black stole, cope, and simple mitre, and went

proposed and admitted, and a list of the children in;with the Clergy in procession to the middle of the
attendance at Catechism, for many months past,ladjoining cemctery, having first recited the prayers

was read to the Meeting. From this it appeared’

that, on an average, nearly 800 children are,

instructed in the Christian Doctrine, every Sun-
day, both at the Cathedral, and St. Patrick’s.

In order to effect a new arrangement of classes,
it was resolved that a classification of the children,
according to their capacify and proficiency, should|
take place as soon as possible. It was also deci-
ded that the children should get a holiday enter-
tainment, under the superintendence of therr res-
pective teachers, in the course of some time.
By another vote, all the Clergy in the Dio-
cess were declared ex-officio members of the Socie-
ty. It was then moved that a special Commitlee
be appointed, to draw up a suitable address to the
Rev. Mr. O’Brien, expressive of the gratitude of]
the Society for his many valuable services since
their formation. The various officers for the'
ensuing year were then appointed, after which!
the Mecting adjourned.

NAMES OF OFFICERS.
Right Reverend Dr. Walsh, President.
Rev. Thomas L. Gonoliy, Vice-President.
Mr. Philip Compton, Secretary.
Mr. Patrick Magee, Assistant Secretary.
Mr. Thomas Prandy, Treasurer.

VISITATION AT ST. MARY’S.

On yesterday, the Festival of the Assumption,
the Right Rev. Dr. Walsh held a Visitation at the
Cathedral. He was received at the principal gate
of the Churcn by the Clergy, who came in proces-
sion to meet him. The Cross was presented to
him by Rev. Mr. Tracy, and the Bishop kissed it
on his knees. Next the Antiphon Ecce Sacerdos
was sung, holy water and incense were presented
to the Bishup and the whole returned in procession
to the High Altar, where the other prayers pre-
scribed by the Pontifical were recited.

The Bishop then ascended the altar, kissed it,
and gave his solemn bencdiction to the faithful,

{1y Ghost.

for the dead, at the altar. During the procession
the De Profundis was repeated. Having arrived
at the platform the Libera was chaunted, and the
Bishop went through ihe varioeus prayers and cere-
monies for tle absolution of the Faithful Departed,
as appointed in the Pontifical. The procession
then returned to the Church, reciting the Aisercre,
and the remainder of this affecting scrvice was
concluded at the altar.

The Bishop swvas then attired in white cope and
stole, and proceeded to address the peopic 2t consi-
derable length on the church, the sacred vessels,
the necessary ornameuts, the state of the Cemete-
ry, the Purgatorian Society, the Temperance Soci-
ety, the discipline observed in the Cathedral, the
state of morals, the abuses and scandals of the Pa-
rish, and delivered suitable exhortations on these
and other points. His disccurse being ended, the
Sactament of Confirmation was administered
to 305 persons, 34 of whom were converts to the
Catholic Faith. At the close of the ceremony, the
Bishop addressed an earnest admonitica to the
children and adults who had just received the Ho-
Since Sunday last, they had all been
going through a course of spiritual exercises, and
their pious demeanour in the Church was most edi-

fying. The Bishop then imparted an Indulgence
of Forty Days to all present—those who were con-
firmed, came in order,and received his Benediction;
and finally the last prayers {or thedead, as presecrib-
ed at the close of an Episcopal Visitztion were reci-
ted by the Bishop and Clergy, at the Epistle side
of the Altar. The clergymen in sttendance were,
Rev. Messrs. Hannan, Tracy, Power, Lyons, Car-
mody, and Hennesy, tozetht with the Siudintsof
the Coliege. On the whole, the Glorious Feast of
the Assumption was, we trust, a day fruitful in be-
nediction and grace, for the Church of Halifas.

More CoxverTs To Cartnoricitr.—On Triday the 27th
ult, the Rt Rev Dr Wiseman received into the Catholic
Church two Clergymea of the Church of Frgland—the
Rev J B3I Capes, rector of St Jobi. (.. Eapusts Churth,
last over Bridgewater, and tho Rev J Montgomery, recently
curato of Casticknock, county Dutidin.



MAXIMS AND EXAMPLIS OF THE SAINTS.
Countinued from our last.

But to return to my narrative : We knocked at
the convent gate, whereepon a venerable monk,
with a long silvery beard and cheerful look, came
out to recerve us. He saluted us right graciously,
bow.ng limsclf to the ground, which reminded us
ol the simplicity of patriarchal times. Then he
conducted us to the church, where we saw many of
th.e hermits kneeling, with their hunds joined, in
profound meditation. The stillness pervading
every thing was sublime : one had left the noisy
woild, one beheld men hiving a life of angels upon
carth. Oh ! how blesscd 15 this form of divine
hfe ! how enviable is the lot of those, who have
received from God the grace to embrace it ; what
peace, what tranquility, what recollection, what
uuion of the soul with God ! O, angelical state !
O, heaven upon eatth! what tongue can ever
ptaise thee as thou deservest ?

But in describing the holy inmates of this sacred
cloister, the beauties of ths church itseif must not
be passed by. It is a noble building of considera-
ble size, the interior is entirely encrusted.over
with marbles, and adorned with precious stones,
the gifts of faithful nobles and princes. There
are wany side chapcis with splendid aitaPs, adorn-
ed with flowers, and over them devout pictures.
The massive candlesticks and lamps of silver form
nt mcan ornament in this solemn temple. DBut
wio shall describe the grandeur of the sacred
chant ? the pealing of the organ, the sonorous
suiees of the monks, the clear high notes of the
angchicel novices, whose youthful beauty and
devout faces beamed with the joys of Heaven?
O, how blessed are they who thus bear part with
the heaven!y choirs, in the unceasing praise of the
Eternal 2 And (hrice happy the land, that has
received the grace to present so iovely an offering
t» the Lord of the universe ? This suggests an
objection often advanced by those unfortunate
souls, who have had the misety to be born out of
the lold of the boly Catholic Church ; they conti-
nually ask of what use to the world are such mo-
nastic institutions 2 Of what use indeed ? Let
Liiv, who has been taught by the sacred scriptures
the efficacy of prayer, answer this question. Does
not the busk of Gegesis record the power of
Abraham’s intercession, and the gracious promise
that tenm just souls should save even the guilty
Sodom ! How often was not Jerusalem pardoned
tor the sake of heiy king David 2 What was not
the lorce of king Ilezekiah’s prayer > And did
not the temporal prospenity of the people of God
depend upon the merits of the prophet Elias ?
And does not S. Jaines declare that the fervent
prayer of the just man availeth much ?  And shall
we presume to question that Christian states have

owed their safety and prosperity to the praycrs of
these holy recluses, of men who endeavour to live
only for God, and who seek to serve his Divine
Majesty with the purity of angels, and the most
subline perfection ? And ean it be doubted that
such a state of life is pleasing to God and condu-
cive to saactification ? Those, at least, who have
read of Elias, who have heard of S. John the Bap-
tist in the descrt, or who have remarked how the
holy gospels record that our l.ord used to retire for
the purpose of prayer to solitary places, to moun-
tains and gardens, will not doubtit. In the primi-
tive ages of the church, with what fervour was the
monastic state embraced ! All ages, sexes, and
ranks, eageily entered into a rule of life, which
was so calculated to sccute salvation. The deserts
of Egypt were peopled with recluses; and all
over the cast and west, wherever the gospel w-s
received, crowds of holy souls attested the faith ui
the church on this point. Even before the birth
of Christ, men, who were guided by the sole light
of reason, confessed the force of this truth ; many
of the heathen philosophers taught the excellence
of a solitary life, and that the perpetual contem-
plation of the chief good was the most sublime
employment fot man. The objection of some
misguided sectaries against celibacy and abstinence
from flesh meat, as fulfilling the prediction of 8.
Paul, that seducing spirits should arise forbidding
to marry and to eat meals, is really too childish to
reply to. The more learned commentators of the
Church of Lngland have ever interpreted that
text, as referring to seci3 of heretics, who in the
early ages of the church declared that marriage
was unlawful, and that certaia kinds of meats were
unclean. ‘That profound divine of the Anglican
church, Mr. Robert Nelson, in his learned works
on the Fasts anc Festivals, admirably refutes this
objection.  ¢* It cannot be supposed,” says he,
¢« that by abstaining from meats, S. Paul should
mean the duty of fasting: because that was ob-
seived by devout men, and acceptable to God,
both under the Old and New Testament; and
our Saviour himself hath giver directions concern-
ing the performance of it, in his admirable Sermon
upon the Mount. And our apostle practisell it also
upon several occasions. ‘Therefore, it is most
probable he doth therein condemn the opinions of
some ancient heretics, that departed from the faith,
who as they excluded those from salvation that
engaged in matrimony, so they beld the eating the
flesh of any living creatures unlawful ; a doctrine
very likely borrowed from Pythagoras and his fol-
lowers, being defended with such variety of learn-
ing by Porphyry.”* Nor indeed is any _o_ther
interpretation of those werds of S. Paul consistent

*Necleon’s Fasts anii Fensts Part IL lngt. concerniog
I Fasts p. 367.



with other express declarations of holy scripture,
or with the divine esample of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who fasted so rigorously, that for forty days
he eat of no fuod, and lived a life of virginity.
The religious orders in the Catholic Church, only
endeavour to follow the example of Christ, and
the declaration of this same S. Paul, that virginity
isa moure perfect state than matrimony ; nor do
they condemn in others the use either of matrimo-
ny, declared by the church to be a great mystery
and sacrament, or of meats. That great light of
the Anglican church, Bishop Jeremy Taylor,
knew how false and unfounded was this ubjection. ;
Hark kow he expresses himself :-—* Virgiuity is a
life of angels, the enamel of the soul, the huge
advantage of religion, the great opportamty for the
retirements of devotion : and being :mpty of cares,
it is full of prayere ; being unmingled ~*h rhe
wuiid, (i3S apt to converse wite God 3 ~ud by not
feeling the warmth of a too forward asd indulgent
nature, flames out with holy fires, till it be burning
like the cherubim, and the most extasied order of
holy and unpolluted spirits.”*

But it will suil be contended, that at least the |
extraordinary penances and fasts which we read of
in the lives of the saints, were confined to a later
period of the church, and cannot be traced up to
the most prunitive ages.  ow false is thus asser-
tion, may be shown by appealing again to the
learned Mi. Nelson. lf{e had read tiie primitive
fathers, and sec what he had drawn from their tes-
timony : 8. Epiphanius tells us, that S. James
the Great, and 8. John, were very eminent for a
mortified life ; that they never eat either flesh or
fish, and wore but one coat, and a linen garment.}
S. Clemens Alexandrinus relates of S. Matthew,
that he was so far from indulging his appette, that
he refused to gratify it with lawful and ordinary
provisions, eating no flesh ; his usoal liet being
nothing - but herbs, roots, seeds, and berries.
Ard it is recorded of S. James the Less, bishop of
Jerusalem,” (one alsv of our Lord’s apostles) *¢ a
man of that divine temper, that he was the love and
wonder of the age, that he wholly abstained {rom
flesh, and drank neither wine nor strong drink, nor
ever used the bath ; and that his whole hnady wss
covered with paleness, through fasting.”||

Is it not wonderful to read here of the same
exampies having been given by the apostles of
Christ, as has been ever followed by the servants
of God in all sabsequent ages of the church : and
yet that men can be found who will. dare to bring]

*Jeremy Taylor's Holy Living, on Chastity, p. 65. Loudon,
published by Baldwin, 1834,

{Epipbznii Ep.53'c. 4 Ep. 80 . 24.

{Clementis Alexandrini Predag. 16,2, ¢ 1.

%giclson‘s Fasts and Feagts.  Concerning Fasting, pp. 335,

forwards a detached passage of scripture, setting
it at variance with innumergble other texts of the
sacred volume, and contradicting the testimony
of the moust ancient and holy writers, in order to
show their hatred of Catholic doctiine, and ob-
tain a short-lived triumph with the vulgar and the
ignorant 2 At leust such an objection is most
incosistent from those whose Charch, in her Com-
mon Praycr Book, enjoins precisely the same fasts
as thuse which are chserved in the Catholic Church.
And let it be remewberld, that the remark of the
apostle, if it applied to the doctrines of the Catho-
lic Church at all, applies equally to the abstinenco
from meat, s to that from masriage, and yet the
former has been ret.iincd in the Anglican Church,
and the latter has been praised by some of her
most eminent divines. Nor let it here be said,
that frrt- --~ enldnm nhserved by members of the
Church of £nzland : thar only vroves war they
disobey even their own Church, whilst they admit
the principle in acting upon it, when enforced by
a decree of the king and parliament,

But to return to the vencrable monks of the
order of S. Rumuald.—It was here that I first was
made acquainted with the holy book, of which a
translation is now presented to the English reader.
So great was the edification 1 derived from the pe-
rusal of it in the original Italian, that I huve ever
since felta great desite to translate it into English.
I must hese apologize to the reader for the verv
impuiiect way in which this has beeu done. En-
deavouring to kcep as close to the original expres-
sions as possible, [ may have vsed phrases not ac-
cording to the genius of the English tongue : and
there is, I fear, a certain heaviness of style and
wordiness, wlich may prove wearisome. I can
only beg the kind indulgence of the reader, to
make allowances for these defeets, and to take in
geod part the pains [ have been at in his service.
With regard to the book iteelf, what is now pub-
lished is bat =z small part of it ; at a future time it
may be completed. [ need suy nothing more in
commendaticn of it, but that it has been greatly
approved in Ttaly and at Reme, and has gone
throvgh npwarcs of thirly editions in the Halian
language. It is compiled from the writings aimost
entire'y of canonized saints; and the moving
maxims it contains are :ilustrated by exumples out
of the mest approved histerics of the szints’
lives.

As this book will petlaps fall into Protestant
hands, it may be well heic to mect an objection,
which will doubtless be made. It will be asked,
are we to believe all the miracles herc related ; all
the visions ? or are we to imitate all the extraor-
dinary practices.recorded to have beep used by
various saints,? In answer to this, it may be
replied, the Church obliges us to. do peither the
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one nor the other : but it may safely be asserted of
books like this, that they are far more ealculated to
move the heart and excite the attention, than a
mere dry disquisition. Whethet the stories con-
tained in it ever really took place, is a matter of
secondary importance : that is not the point which
will occupy the mind of the sincere lover of Divine
wisdom ; his object is to seek truth in the allegory,
to leain wisdom fiom the parable, and to sift the
hidden mystery of the sywiol. What matters it to
the man who reads Homer, whether there ever was
such a place as Troy, such a princess as Helen,
such a king as Priam, or such heroes as Achilles,
Ulysses, Diomede, Ajax, or Hector ? If the whole
were a fiction, would that diminish the beauty or
interest of the tale ? or would that sublime poem
contain a less faithful picture of men? The use
of this sym.bolieal method of conveying truth is as
old as the world, and its origin is rooted in the
most profound depths of human nature. it has
received the sanction of the most profound sages; 1t
was adopted even by our Lord himself—witness nis
parables. What seeker after truth, on reading the
parable of Dives and Lazarus, would make it his
first question, whether two such men ever existed ?
And yet let it not be imagined, that by this line of
argument § mean to allow that the bistories con-
tiined in the lives of the saints are fabulous, cr

merely symbolical.
To be continued.

PERFECTION.

RMake account as though all the past were nothing, and
say with David, At this present do I begir to love my God.
—3. Fraxcis or Savurs.

This is what the Apostle S. Paul did.  Although
afier his conversion he had become a vessel of
election, full of the spirit of Jesus Christ ; with all
this he yet availed himself of these means to main-
tain and advance himself in the way to heaven ;
thus, writing to the Philippians, he says, * Not as
though I had already attained, or were already per-
fect, &c. but one thing I do, forgetting the things
that are behind, and stretehing forth myself to those
that are before, I press towards the mark, to the
prize of the supernal vocation of God in Christ
Jesus. Let us therefore, as m-ny as are perfect
be thus minded.” Phil. iii. 12—15. 1t was thus
also that the glorious S. Anthony walked, urging
himsclfon to virtue day by day. S. Athanasius
writes of him, That he considers himselfl always as
a beginner, a8 if each day had been the first in
which he began to serve God, and if during all the
past he had done nothing well, and that now for
the Brst he set kis foot in the way of our Lord, and
made his first step towards heaven. And this was
the very last piece of advice that he gave to his
monks when he was at the point of death - ¢ My
children,’ said he to them, ¢if you wish to make

advances in virtue and in perfection, have always
before your eyes this point, to consider every day
that you aie then for the first time (as it were) be-
ginning, and to act always with the sune fervour
as on the first day that you bzgan.’ ‘Thus also
we find that S. Gregory, S. Bernard, and S. Charles
Borromeeus acted and advised others to act, These
holy men, in order to ren ler more clear unto all the
necessity and advantage >f this means, made use
of iwo beoautifel similitudes, saying, that in this
respect we ought to follow the cxampie of tiavel-
lers, who do not regard how much they have got
over of their journey, but Liow much remains still
for them to get over, and kcep this continually be-
fore their eyes until they have Ginished it. Just o8
the merchants of this world, who being wrapped
in their riches, make no account either of what they
have gained up to the present time, or of the trou-
bles which they have undergone, but exert all their
powers both of body and mind in making new gains
and inmultiplying them every day more, as if dur-
ing the past they had neither done nor gained any
thing.

LAMP OF THE SANCTUARY.
Concluded.
PART IV.—ITS RE-KINDLING.
“ Restore Thy light to the fading sight,
And Thy love inpart to the fainting heart.”
Hyux.

¢ fler lamp shall not be put out in the night.”” Prov. xxxi. 18.

The fearfel cry which we described at the close
of last section, struck terror into the very hearts of
the sacrilegious robbers. The ruffian leader shook,
with affright, from head to foot, his teeth chattered,
and the lantern fell from his trembling hand, and
was extinguished. Both he and Pierrot rushed to
the door and hurried out. 'There they found their
companion equally terrified with themselves:

¢ Did you hear that 2’ they both exclaimed.

¢ Hear it 2 said he, with a trembling voice. < Aye,
and do not wish, nor intend, ever to hear it agnin.
Let us be gone ; I will have nothing more to do
with robbing churches. I never liked the job much
from thx beginning.’

Both the robbers were now thoroughly alarmed,
and fled as quickly as possible towards their homes,
leaviug Pierrot to shift for himself. His first impulse
should have been, to give thanks to God for his own
escape from the actual commission of a dreadful
crime, and for that of his wife and daughter from the
vengeance of his brutal comrades. But fear, as yet,
froze up every other, and every better, feeling, and
he-only thought of running away from the scene of
his wickedness, and finding shelter from the terrible
cry which yet rung in his imagination. Instinctive-
ly he took the road towards home, and hurried along
it in the dask, as quickly as his trembling knees
would allow ham. His remorse gave him no peace,
and he fancied himself pursued ; every how! of wind
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sounded to him as the voice of an angry multitude
i chace of him, every waving branch una quivening
bough looked to him as a sword or stafl’ shaken over
s head.  Yet, still he durst not look behind him,
still he halted not; but on, on he ran in breathless
haste.

e came to the place we have before described,
where a gentle slope led up from the wider road to
i'e narrow path skirting the precipice. He ran up
itin breathless haste ; tae grey twilight was just
beginning to appear, when by it he saw standing on
ihe narrew path before him a wild looking figure,
whose hair and garments streamed iv thc wind,
immoveable as the rock that overhung it. lle
pwsed and staggered. The words of Scripture
which had once terrified himin an cloquent preach-
er's mouth came to his thoughts. ¢ Tiat via illorum,
tenebrze et lubricum, et Angelus Domini coaretaus
cos* He thought of Balaam stopped by an aven-
aing angel in the narrow path. It seemed to him,
asif the same judgment had overtaken him in this
most perilous pass. And yet the terror of what he
had left behind him urged him on, and he deter-
mined, at all risks, to face any danger befure him,
so that he might reach his home. He rushied for-
ward at once to the object of his terror, but still 1t
woved not ; he stood close to it, and it stiered not.
He gazed upon it with mingled terror and anxiety—
it was his wife !

There she stood, as if bereft of sense and speech,
on the very brink of the precipice, looking intently
down into its depth. She saw him not, she heeded
him not ; and even when he had gragped her arm
and addressed her by her name, and told her who he
was, she started not, and turned not towards him,
but still kept her eyes in the same ditection.

¢Annette P he exclaimed, almost distracted with
this new sorrow, ¢ what is there below there, that so
rivets your sight and mind ¥

She replied not, but only poiated at a white ob-
ject below.

¢ What is that 7 he again asked : a white stone %
some sheep in the valley .

¢ Yes,’ she replied, and they were her first words :
¢ our own lamb—DMarie.?

‘How ?’ cried out the wretched man, ¢ what is
she doing there © )

At these words, her sense seemed io return to
the unhappy mother, and turning round, and calmly
confronting her husband, she said to himn :

¢ Pierrot, you have no doubt forgotjen that this
night is the scventh anriversary of our dear child’s
miraculous recovery. This mo:ning we were going
to our Sanciaary a while in silence, by the dear
ligt of its lamp, before she put off ke~ white robes.
She was tripping lightly and securely before me,
when suddenly we Jost sight of the hght from the
lamp ; and she naturally thinking (as I should have
done had I been first) that it was ume to turn, did

® @May their way be dark and slippery, and an Avgel of
Gad straightening them.”  Ps xaxiv, :
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40, and fell over the precipice. & gave but one
shrick, and fell down senseless.!

Piersot felt as if a sword was driven through his
heart. In atone of agony he exclaimed : ¢ 1 have,
then, this night murdered my child ! it was 1 who
put out the lamp ¥ and before his wile could stop
tum, he hud ung himself over the edge of the pre-
cipice ; und seizing hold of the weak shrubs which
grew from its clefts, hie let lumself down from crag
to crag, by a path which the most daring hunter
would not bave ventured to try.  Fragments of rock
crumbled from under his feet and rolled down with
terrible roar, the bushes crashed and crackled as he
tore through them, regardicss of bruiss or tear ; and
in a few moments he stood, or rather kneeled, by the
object at which his wafe had pointed.

It was the body of tus daughter, lying placid as if
asleep, in a soft brake. Not a luab was broken, not
a feuture discomposed, stota scratch or rent inflicted
on her her or garments 5 the very garland which she
bore as an offering was stll in her hand, and her
white cloak was gathered gracefully around her.
"The body of St Catharine, carried by angels to
Mount Sinui, couid not have been more gently .laid
down by their hands. For so light and brisk had
been her step, that she did not stunible or shp over
the perilous edge, but flew over, clear of its sur-
fuce ; and life must have been extinct without pain,
long before she reached the ground below.

Pierrot knelt by her side, for some time, in deep
anguish, but in earnest prayer; then taking her in
his arms, as reverently as he wonld have handled a
sacred relic, proceeded along the valley till he came
to the same slope which he had ascended, with very
different feelings, a few moments before, and return-
ed along the path to the place where he had left his
wife. He found her still rivetted, as if entranced to
the spot. When he brought his preciots burthen
near her, she shed not a tear, she gave not way toa
single expression of her womanly grief—her mind
seemed absorbed in the consideration of what had
occurred, which seemed to her something more
mysterious than a mere accident or a human event.

She pressed her lips with deep devotion, on the
pale, but yet warm, brow of her child, and addressed
her husband in these words :

¢ Pierrot, the words which you just now spoke, are
buried for ever in the faithful boson: of your wife.
But they have recalled to my mind the words of your
prayer just seven years ago, when you begged for
your child’s life, until some sacsilegious hand extin-
guished the lamp before the altar. Do you remem-
ber # Picrrot’s frame quivered, as he made a sign
of assent. She coutinued : ¢ Then, your prayer was
heard to the leiter 5 and you have no right to com-
plain.

¢ But she, too, hath prayed loag and earnestly for
two favours, and one at least has been granted She
had entreaced, not tu be permitted to put off the
white garments which consecrated her to God and
his Blcssed Mother, but to be kid in them on her
bier. I thought bui a few hov-: ago, that there was
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no danger of this being granted.  Butin the hearing
of your prayer, hers hus reccived its buon. She
made another, 165, Lut § kuow pot yeu its resuin’

«What was it 2’ ecagerly asked Pierrot. She
replied : . ) R
¢ she offered up the life which she prized so little,

as a sacrifice, to obtain your return to grace aad
virtue.’

¢« Then she hus becn heard,” answered, with broken
sobs, the unhappy Pierrot.

He had scarcely uttered dicse words, when a
bright light darted to the eyes of both, as if a bril-
haut star had on a sudden arisen. ‘Uney looked
round in amazement ; it was the light of the lamp
relkindled 1 the Sanctuary, and again shining as
usual on that narrow and shppery path. Boih hatled
the omen, or ruther the emblew and token of reteen-
ing grace,

‘The good priest he awakencd by the cry
thut had startled the robbers, and Lad arisen to

d heen
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sillien tresscs floated wver her shoulders, and the
wreath wlich she hud twined was placed ugon her
head.

On cither side knelt one of her now broken-heart-
ed parents ; but Pierrot soon passed to the knees of
the venc:able pastor, where he poured forth with
deep contritivn and burmag tears the history of his
past crimes, and ex -hanged th2 stinging worm of a
~emorseful conscience, for the tender cunsolation of
loving repentance, and assurance of pardon by the
absolution of Carist’s minister.

He was again at his former post, kneeling by
the body of his child. But now her spirit seemed
to hiin to hover in the soft radiance above him,
and to smile upon himn in the rays of the sacred
tanap.  lle could imagine it mingling v.ith angelic
choirs descending to rejoice ‘over the sinner
brought to repentance, and fliting around him,

hand in kand with that guardian spirit who had

ascertain its cause.  He weut first tohis chapel, and BVer abandoned bin in all his wanderings.  And
to his astonishment found 1t Jark. It was sune time33 - lo bLud, to assare himself of the reality ?f his
before he procured a light, and he had in that mo- State, to the bier beside bun, it seemed to him as
ment relighted the lamp. On finding it drawnif a new smile played upo. her features, and a
down, and still mere on perceiving that the docr tinge of life had rctuined to her countenance.

was open, and discovering the lantern on the grout.d.!  Morniug was come, and the well known death-
he saw that he had had a narrow escape from sacri-\heil sounded from the little turret of the chapel.

lege. How this had been prevented he could not
conceive, and he remained examining every place,
and pondering on the strange circumstance, whern
he perceived footsteps approuching. His aiann was
changed into grief,g when he saw that 1t was Pierrot
and his wite, the former bearing in lis arms the
dead body of his daughter.

It was long before his sympatiising sorrew allow-
ed him to hsten to the mother’s tale of ufihiction
She told it at last, withuut mentioning her husband’s
name. except as so rashly rushing down to recover
his child. But the good old man now saw hLis owa,
and a no less beautiful solution of the mysteries of
that night, than that of the parents, as he said :

¢ Now I understand it all.  Not only has her wish
been gratified, of never returning to a worldly garb,
but she has proved the guardian and protecting spi-
rit of this her favourite Sanctuary, which she so
much adorned. But for that fatal accident to her,
and the pang it caused her wother, the robbers,
whoever they were, wonld have accomplished their
work. For, no doubt, the cry which awoke me
scared them. By her death she has saved this holy
place from pillage. She was herseif as a second
Lamp of the Sanctuary ; how natural that the
putting out of one should cause the exstinction of the
other.” |

Their plans were soon arranged. A bier wasn
the middle of the church, unthe very spat where slic
loved to kneel, and covercd with a black velvet pall.
Upon it, facing the altar, the corpse was placed, ia
its ~now white spotless dress, the hands with her
cracifix placed between them, and her beads twincd

around them, were joined on the breast; her long

‘The netghbours started at its sound ; for they had
heatd of no illness near them, and crowded in
ikind anxicty to the Sanctuary. They started as
ithey entered in astontsiment and sorrow. The
itale was soon whispercd from one to another ; the
Qight of those-naturally suspected of the attempted
sacrilege, eonfirmed !l their conjectures 3 while
IPierrot’s being with his wife and daughter screen-
ed him from all suspicion.

HMany tea.s of unaffected suirow graced that
funerul, bu. .hed more in sympathy for the survi-.
vors, than fiom grief over ber whom all now
envied. Mothers held up their little ones to look.
upoa that corpse ; and, instead of shrinking from
it in terros, they stretched out their arms to ask to
embrace it.

There was long in the little cemetery of Mont-
Marie, a grave greener than all the rest, and
decked each day by children’s hands with the
fairest flowers ; and if yon had asked any ef the
busy little labourers whose it was, he would have
told you with woudering eyes, that it was Marie’s
—as if no one else had ever been called there by
thet name.

After some years there were two other graves
uear the favourite spot , they were those of her
parents; hunouicd by all fur virtue and venerable
old age. Pierrot left it to be told after his death,
how his virtue and his happinese, his crimes, uis
punishweat, his repentance, and his forgiveness,
had been wonderfully connected with the Lamp of
the Sanctuary. "
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