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“ar forget thee, O Jerusalem! let my right hand forget its cunning.””—Ps. 137, v. 5.

SERMON,
By the late Rev. James Stuart, of Glasgow.

;:T*“S is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
wg ®ptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
\{ld t0 save sinners; of whom I am the chief.”
IM. i, 15,

{rrox trE OANADA PRESBYTERIAN.]

et HERR ig mary a sermon, the career of which,
ang 2¥n, would be both an inatructive history
whic? Poweriul preaching  The manuscript from
Ning,; the following extract ix taken, has run a
wwSURT course. Leaving its words to teach their
hay, Naportant lessons, the following particulars
of gy °1 affecting interest. Itis the production
ting, ; Who a few years ago was a student of dis-
veri‘.“‘ ed mark among }ls fellows in the Uni
tro "g" of Glasgow. With thein he was also,
Peng;) 's excellent character, a great favorite. A
Yiop 0te. dimly legible, iudicates that the ser-
the p, *S tead as a subject of exnmination before
Wy, "“h)‘tery of Islay in 1859 —the examination,
1o 1 ¢ k6w from other sonrces, being for license
Jama22¢h the Guapel. The author—the Rev
f,omﬂ bmart—-havimg received an appointment
sQou 2 Colonial Committee of the Church of
of ¢ :") to agt agamissionary withinthe baunds
om,, resbrtery of Montreal, with a special re-
®rh i 19ation ta the distriot of Point St. Charles,
18gg " Ked at Liverpool on the 8th of February,
Nece:"‘ the {ll-fated Huugarian, which went to
is wyi & Cape Sable on the 19th of that month.
Nagyi i HNg-deak, containing this and other man-
to .us. Vas found upon the shore, and came
Pre,b ': hands of the Res. Geurge M. Clarke,
ne):»;"“" Minister at Shelburne, near the
the g the wreek. My Clarke resolved to read
ing j,7MON to hig penple on the Sabbath fullow.
feet, neCOVery, and gave intimation to that ef-
to trhe" the writer of this note, who happened
*eeonpy;, it him lagt summer, he said, while
thay he ‘}"g the circumstances of the ocecasion,
13d that day the largest and most im-

[

pressive meeting he ever had or ever expected
to have in his church. The very psalms which
Mr. Stuart had selected ard noted in pencil upen
the manuscript were used. The following lines
from one of these (Ps. 32) were sung with tremu-
lous solemnity :—

‘* Surely when floods of waters great
Do swell up to the brim,
They shall not overwhelm his soul,
Nor onee come near to him.”

The desk with ita contents were sent to Glas-
gow, to the father of Mr. Stuart, commiazion
merchant there. After the conversation with
Mr. Clarke ahove referred to. the writer felt a
strong desire to peruse the serinon, and made
application for a copy. In the meantime it bad
been sent to Oxford to be perused by an intimate
friend and frequent eallege competitor of the late
Mr. Stuart. %Inw the original manuseript has
re crossed the Atlantic, and a few extracts from
it find a place in these pages. The earnest jm-
passioned toues of the liviing voice are not heard ;
hut, may it be that these words. charged by the
Soirit of God with living effec , shall prove that
there are times when, and ways in which, the
dend become our most convincing and effective
preachers.]

THE confession of Saint Paul—I am the
chief of sinners—must seem at first sight to
be a mere hypoeritical depreciation of him-
self, inconsistent with other parts of his
writings in which he boasts that he was not
a whit behind the very chiefest Apostles.
How, we ask, could Paul say that he was the
chief of sinners? .

He had indeed persecuted the saints and
treated with great violence the Church of
God. He had been foremost of those who
sought the destruction of Christ's cause,
But this was in the days of ignorance. He
knew no better. He had been guilty of
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grievous wrongs; but what he sought was
not a selfish end, was not earthly applause,
His zeal was for God.

But Paul must have seen among the hea-
then of his day, among the Jews, among the
Christian converts, many who were guilty of
gross sins for which no such excuse could be
tendered—who gave themselves up to lie, to
steal, to live sensual lives, to indulge in the
most debasing sins, who loved sin arnd com-
mitted it contrary to the remonstrances of
conscience—in extenuation of whose crimes
neither ignorance nor a blind zeal for God
could be alleged. How could Paul suy,Iam
the chief of sinners?

And again, if Paul had greviously trans-
gressed God’s law and offended God’s majes-
ty by slaughtering His people, were there not
wmany of the Jews as violent in their perse-
cutions who had never repented? Were
there not many of the heathen who scoffed
more loudly than ever he did at the despised
of Nazareth, who wrought more woe to the
disciples of Christ, and had never repented
of their sins? How could Paul say, I am
the chief of sinners?

If Paul had been comparing himself with
athers, he could easily have found multitudes
of sinners with whom he would have shrunk
from being named in the same sentence.
Would he have allowed that he exceeded in
sin the drunkard, the thief, the sensualist?
Would he have allowed that his life, either
before his conversion or, much more, after it,
was no better than the life of such as Judas
or Herod?

It is not in comparing himself with other !

men that Paul pronounced himself the chief
of sinners. It is when he appears at the tri-
bunal of the Most High God that he feels as
though he stood in the ranks of the vilest of
mankind. It is when he proclaims Christ to
be his Saviour that he owns himself as little
deserving of salvation as the man whose life
has been steeped in crime, as worthy of eter-
nal punishment as the man who has openly
violated all laws human aud divine,

If we comparc two men, actors in human
society, as men, without reference to the
holiness of God, we shall readily recognize
a vast difference between them. We would
scarcely place in the same category the pa-
triot who has lost bis whole worldly estate
and not even counted his life dear for the
sake of his country, and the man who is so
eagerly intent on his own agrandizement as
to sell himself and his friends for some pal-
try honor. We would scarcely mention in
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tsea in comparison with all Britain, or the
| water of an inland lake with the ocean that
: girds the world. Yet we know that to on?
| who should take his station on the sun an
-fix his gaze on the earth, the little rock an
"the great island, the inland lake and the vas!
. boundless ocean, sink into equal insignificance:
| In like manner, to one of spotless purity, the
| perfection of human virtue and the extrem¢
of human vice seem to be separated by a verf
i narrow strait. The holiness, the devotiom
the piety of the saint appears extraordinary
i to us. He rises among men, towering high
i ahove his generation as the Alps overtof
!other mouatains. But in His eve who seef

the working of the inmost soul, from who®
| the naked heart can hide none of its secrets
"who discerns the wordliness, impurity an
! duplicity of even the saintliest, the holinest
"of the most perfect among us is altogethef
mean and contemptible. Leta man brinf
his best offerings to God. TLet him present
himself in holiest mood, in his most spiritus
frame. What are such offerings to Him who
made the universe? What isthe sum of a
human holiness in His sight before whom
angel and archangel bow, and the cherubi®
and seraphim, veiling their faces with thel
wings, cry, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lor
God of Sabaoth ?

In this point of view we can readily up”
derstand the Apostle’s confession, and sy®m”
pathize with his feelings in uttering it.
see that it is not exaggerated or pretcnded
humility, but a simple expression of a re
feeling. When a man is summoned to ap’]
pear at the dread throne of divine judgment
when his conscience cites him before the offend-
' ed majesty of heaven, and he stands alon®
 in the presence of the heart-searching Go®'
| with no crowd of sinners greater, more hat”
| dened, more vile than he, whose conduct b®
| may allege as an excuse for his own—it ¥
then that he truly feels the utter worthles®
‘ness of his own hely deeds. Then he s
‘that the garments which looked fair in th
teyes of the world are filthy rags—that the
; actions which on earth among men won ap”
. plause and earned for him the name of sain®
+ do not appear so bright in the light of hea &
{en. Many a man may challenge the worl
, to prove anything against his character, b¥
{there is no man can lay his hand on M
‘breast and raise his “eves to LeaveM
‘and declare to God, the Righteous Judg®
.1 never at auny time transgressed
: commandments. ~The language of holy me®
“in all ages has been, * Lord, if thou we

i
|
i
!
i

the same breath the respectable member of | strict to mark iniquity and rigorous to punis

society who attends church and religiously | who could stand before Thee or answer The4
ohserves all statutes and ordinances, and for one of a thousand of his transgressions;
the ruffian whose talk is blasphemy, whose ! Yea, so deep is the conviction of this %:

heart wells out a filthy steam of corruptions, ' all holy men, so sensitive are they to ‘b:!
who bids defiance to the laws of saciety and | purity of God and their own vileness. th® !

pours contempt on all the restruints which ino language can adequately express th® |
render society a blessing. To compare these humility; and the more saintly their Jive#
would be as if we should set arock of thel the purer and holigr their actions, the nob ;

i

-
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and loftier their religious aspirations—the jof God’s word, and try them with most

ore readily they take up the confession of

¢ Apostle, and declare themselves to be the

:’h‘e of sinners. They may thank their God

5

UIg as to constrain themn into the humble at-

T08s and open sins, but they all find in their

Utude anq confession of the publican, * God ;

® Werdiful to me a sinuer.”
4 ut further, this convietion of sin is ren-
red more impressive as in every believer's
Mind it is connected with the ransom that
1188 beep paid for it. The perfect and awful
.t:mess of God annih‘ilatcs all human at-
Wpts to establish righteousness.  Every
Man’s conscience accuses him and condemns
'T]l:n- H_aw muqh more the holy law of G:Jd !
Sine awfu} punishments denounced aguinst
; Couvinee men of its hatefulness in the
Bht of Gud, and show them its exceeding
Wl e,
a:gﬂ eeper conviction of sin to thp hegrt
neg awakens yet a stronger sense of its vile-
8, 18 the Gospel truth that Christ Jesus
dr:,ne Into the world to save sinners.

L)

at they have not been allowed to fall into .

arts so much wickedness continually abid- |

But the truth that sends home !

! searching tests, that every sin may stand
!ferth in its full enormity; the punishment
must be seen impending, and the ransom
which was paid in the sufferings of our Lord
and Saviour must be seen in the light of the
love, the infinite love, which He bears to our
When thus our sin comes before us
in its true nature, and with aggravation ris-
. ing upen aggravation, sv strong a conviction
! shall smite cur souls, so deep a sense of our
! sinfuiness, and so powerful am abhorence of
our iniquity, that we shall deem it irapossible
any sinner could have sinned so grievously.
When the mother stands over the inanimate
bady of her first-born, and the full anguish
of her bitter bereavement shakes the founda-
tion of the soul, does she not feel that the
cup of wrath is full, and that there breathes
not one who has been tried with such a trial ?
i When the widow bends over the clay-cold
i ferm of her husband, and feels that the whole

« 8ouls.

i
)
i
i

i stay of bread and the whole staff of water
} has been taken from her, as the sense of de-

| sclation overwhelms her spirit with sorrow

So | unutterable, does she not in her anguish and

adful was the guilt of the human race, so | ;:r_ief exclaim—\Was ever such desolation as
rful the inevitable doom that awaited mine? When the prophet is weeping over

to

every sin committed is against that mer-
a .h very sin we cemmit is a sin in the
‘]"idt of Him who created us, of Him who

.:ggra“a_tion of all, every sin we commitisa
lag 2gainst Him who loves us with an ever-
ang ?\g love. Wesin in the sight of high
Just vly Heaven. and draw on our heads the
We nyeﬂgeqnce of offended purity ; but mere,
in H‘." against a true and !m'mg friend, who,
d“ublts death for us, has given the most un-
eat 'ed proof of Hislove. Thisis the deep-
Ned against holiness and justice, but with
ang ‘Pgratitude spurned away infinite mercy,
'['h“a“ﬂm])led on the cﬁ'erg of infinite love.
Apnmmany things combine to muke the
feggj,, © Utter from his inmost soul this con-
o (l:‘, which seems 8o strange cmd.uncz_lll-
g g and enable us to sympathize with him,

W L am the chief of sinners.

wigh 3,78 argue, indeed, that if the Apostle,
w erils holy life and multitude of labors and
8 ¢, 188 for the sake of Christ, made such
the se"“’"’ we may with small shame utter
Rugt :;n €. But this is not enough. We
Jesy and single and alne before the ma-
Barmep,. C3veN; we must gather up our
hhline:ts and stz}ud in the light of Ueavep’s

“urs and purity, till despair and confusion
Shame Snuls, and'to our own eyes the full
dr, °f our nakedness appear; we must
Ourselves to Heaven’s judgment-seat,
N m? I up our deeds, and ecall before us
acﬁqns’.st Secret thoughts, and words, and
* We must weigh these in the balances

[

8 us daily with his benefits ; but, greatest .

spo@in of our guilt, that we have not only |

rce from our lips the same acknowledg- |

t

f

© helpless sinner, that heaven was excited | a degenerate and fallen pe ple, with the
Mercy, and the Son of God came to save. | vision of their vices rising before him, does

he not call out in vehement sorrow—* Diaw
near, all ve that pass by, and see if ever there
was sorrow like unto my sorrow wherewith
I am afflicted.” And so the sinner, when
his sin rises Lefore him in all its enormity,
as he behollx himself with all his impuritiea
standing exposed teo the full blaze of the per-
fect holiress of God ; as he sees the judgment
seat set and the books opened, and the Judge,
the all-discerning Judge, on the throne, and
feels at one= the fearfulness of the impending
doom and the justice of the sentencej ax he
reflects on the manifuld goodness of God,
aud there rises into his view some real eon-
ception of the height, and depth, and length,
and breadth of that love of God in Christ
Jesus againat which he has sinned—it is then
te finds all the pleas whereon he propped
and stayed himself before, suddenly give
way, and he sinks ovewhelmed by the enor-
mity of his guilt, feeling in his inmost heart
that he is a sinner. It is when the Spirit of
God has unseaied his spiritusl vision and dis-
ciosed to his view hiz enmity towards God,
the long array of sins against infinite love,
the realities of his condition, that bitter sor-
row and anguish for sin possess his soul,
The pains of hell take hold on him. He
mourns over Him whom his sins have pierced,
a8 one mourneth over an only son and is in
bitterness fur Him as one is in bitterness for
his first-born, It is then that the conviction
of sin truly pierces his heart. e feels o
solitary in his sorrow, so desolate amd de-
serted of God, so carried away with grief and
hatred of his sin, that it is as if the eve of
God were upon him alone and singled him
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eut from all the multitude of sinners—as if
he stood before God, the head and chief of all
that had ever offended against His law.

Thus every man, who is in any intense de-
gree affected by his «ins, who arrives at any
sniritual undersianding of what sin is, of
God's purity and Christ's luve, must share
more or less in the feelings of the Apostle
when he calls himself the chief of sinnree,
Whether among men he hasspent a boly and
suintly life, or whether all life long he has
drunk in iniquity with greediness, he must, if
awakenad to Mis real state and character, join
in the Apostle’s confession and make it his
own,

—) e

The Use of Instrumental Aid in
Public Praise.

( Continued.)

BrrFORE attempting to explain why, in
ancient times, the praises of the Church were
not conducted by that best of all instruments
—the human voice—without instrumental

support, it may be necessary to admonisl the |

reader of the true question at issue. It isnot
to be supposed that playing upon an instru-
ment is praising God, any more than the
ringing of the Church bell upon Sabbath
morning. Such an expedient does not cun-

template, @s its chief aim, the production of '

fine and cxpressive music.  The praises of

the sanctuary are meant, not for amusement,

but for edification.  Swect sounds addressed
to the car aloi2 may be musie, but music in
the very lowest sense of the word. Music is
au art which, like poetry and painting, pro-

perly appeals to our intelle¢tual and moral :
natuce—espeeirily to the religious and emo-

tional feelings. Through its aid, prosaic
thoughts are winzed with emotion.
dmpresses truth vpon the soul, by reiteration,

and by causing the mind to dwell upon it.

In short, while music affords the natural

outlet by which the pious heart expresses its

delight, it is also the handmaid of moral in-
struction.

"The object, then, of instrumental aid, is to
enable the people to sing unitedly, powerfully
and efiectively. At the same time, it should
be borre in mind that no expedient, however
excellent, can supersede musical instruction
and practice. 'The Yirst Book of Discipline,
prepared under the direction of John Knex,

enjoins such exercises at other times than the

ordinary diets of public worship. ¢ More-
over, men, women and children would be
expected to exercise themselves in Psalms,
that, when the Kirk doth convene and sing,
they he the more able, with common hearts
and voices, to praise God.” No plan can alto-
gether dispense with the necessity of proctis-
ing, cither at family worship, or in singing
classes, or in cOngregathnal practisings, the
tunes used on the Lord’s day. People will

Thus, it ;
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[ mot learn them by inspiration, without effort
i or instruction.

"The most common method, among Presby-
terians, of conducting the praises of a con-
gregation, is the employment of a choir

! There was a large cholr, consisting of hun~
i dreds, in the days of David and Solomon-
'In our time, the few individuals who compos€
| a choir are probably the persons of greatest
| musical skill and capacity in the congreg#
‘tion, It is presumed that they regularly mee!
i for practice, and that they are qualified ¢
{ conduct the public praise in good time an

“tune. 'The theory and the practice, however
iare very different. The individuals who
! compose a choir, being volunteers, choir-lead-
ers find it difficult to collecs them for regulaf
i practice. The singing of the four parts by
‘the choir, at concert pitch, causes the pitch 0
i the air to be so high as to fatigue ordinary
" voices, and the great proportion of the peapler
{ finding it uncomfortable to sing at the pited
!'which the choir have taken, do not sing at all
Again, the cultivation of choral singing prat
! tically prevents any attempt to instruet the
rest of the people. ~ The choir, finding it diffi
cult enough to keep themselves in practices
do not feel called upon to interest themselved
in the musical instruction of the rest of th#
people.  Choral singing being their olject
their labors terminate with themselves.  AnY

individuals have taught themselves to sing
i harmoniously togetber, even the addition of 8
single voice spoils their harmony—how mu¢

more the harsh and unarrangeable voices 0

by mutual adaptation, by learning to acconm”
modate each other’s voices, and rub off mu~
tual asperities and discords, arising fro®
loudness and incorrectness, that a choir learn
to sing with that perfeet sympathy and oné*
ness of sound that constitute harmony. Tt18
' therefore, very natural that they should not
wish a labor spoiled, of which they are 8%
! proud as a painter is of his picture, or a po€

of his lyrie, and that wher: coarse, nnculture

voices join, they shoulil feel very much as the
said painter would if he saw a common sigh”
painter lifting up his huge brush, to add t0
his piece some conrse embellishment ; or sa

poet would feel, if he heard an illiterate fello¥
mending his verse. It is for this reason th®
highly cultivated choirs actually prefer tune?
which the people do not know.

The above causes combire in producing af
offcet which is well known, namely, ths
| wherever there is a good choir, the congreg®
! tion do not join. Wherever, however, t
" choiris inferior, the congregation join in som™
!measure. In fact, the singing of the congr®
! gation seems to be in an inverse ratio to th
| excellence of the choir. This is a curiod?
! fuct, and it is a fact, so far as my own obse”y

)

yation in Tnrope and America extends.
{ have never heard a smooth, melodious, wel

: one may understand that, when six or sever :

3
£
i

]

3

the multitude. It is only after long practicé |

H

3
! attempered choir followed by the congrega‘l
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tion. When the choir,—though they may
Strike the notes correctly,—is loud and strong,

“®ach one singing without much harmony or

Minding the other, the natural effect of pro-
ucing silence in the people is modified to
fome extent, and congregations join in to
%ome degree. Having seen and thought over
th"{ long, and having heard even members of
hoirs themselves express wonder at it, 1
Ve arrived at an explanation, which, how-
ver, I state with diffidence, hoping that the
¢t in question may attract the attention of
08e interested in church music. It seems
Indicate that choirs are wrong in principle,
and the error lies here. A choir is a good
U g iy itself and for itself. Tt produces the
€8t of all music—better than a fine organ.
€ greatest mercies are common to all, and
o or three poor people can have finer music
B N 18 produced by the organ in St. Paul’s.
Ut a choir is an instrument the worst adapt-
ietd In the whole world to lead others. When
Seeks to lead others, it spoils itself; and
€n it pursues its proper object—its own
eammhy, not ounly does 1t lose sight of oth-
hm’ but it discourages them. In a private
Ouse, or in a place of public amusement, it
°°°l§p1es an appropriate place; but as a lead-
» 1t is out of its place. The work it has
ita N put there to do, s incompatible with
lo very nature.  What it requires is not fol-
Wers, but listeners. As a proof of this, I
«.:.le"e that if any choir were to sing, at a
joixtable pitch, the air alone, the people would
W D in as well as with a precentor. They
Tould in this way, hewever, be a choir only
nanﬂme. This incompatibility between their
ture and their professed office as leaders,
e:gt be very discouraging to pious choir-
vino TS who find that the better the choir
ﬁngs the more silent becomes the congrega-
on,

MOreover, the creation and maintenance of !

800d choir cost an amount of patience and
theulble’ of which ignorant people have not
€ast idea, and for which choir leaders,

0 work with an honest faith in their sys-
ang | often receive very poor thanks. Ignor-
the FeOPle are very apt to say, in reference to
ang Improvement of psalmody: ¢ Cultivate
ut, 1mpl:ove our choirs ; that’s. all we nee@.”
°iplé besides thot they are a mistake in prin-
ineo ~—that they have two duties to perform
Tpatible with each other, to be in choral
ony and to lead an uncultured mass of
»—~the difficulty of forming and keeping
2 choir is great. 'I'he leader may be a
Bc”‘l”able man; but, as a captain of \'olu_n-
in yor a'l\_d some of them ladies, his authority
fro K Imited. They ought to take the time
M, but they often, thinking they know

of ch‘(l)? as he, take their own time. ILeaders
“ntorus have often harder work than pre-
the & Of large congregations. Again, on
i 0bath morning, when the choir take
fing (2%, the leader is often chagrined to
At one is sick, another has a cold,

tice
u

Jeer,

(23

another is detained by domestic sffairs, and
another has taken offence and doesn’t mean
to come back at all. Then, after they have
learned to sing, it i8 an endless labor; for
changes by marriage, death and removal ren-
der it necessary to admit new members, who
require fresh drill. They often become a
schoul for a few learning to sing, but with
great trouble and at the expense of true con-
gregational praise. Let no choral singer
suppose, from these remarks, that his labors
are not appreciated. There is room in the
church for every good singer, and music owes
everything to the church. We are now deal-
ing with general principles, and endeavoring
to find the rationale of a very common fact,
while we fully uppreciate the self-denying
labors of our choirs.

The other metho:1 of conducting the service
of song is the employment of a precentor.
This plan mayv be considered antiquated, but
it is in many respects preferable to the other.
It is peculiarly Presbyterian, and is employed
almost universaliy in the Scotch Church. The
truth is, the gener:! prevalence of choirs in
Presbyterian Churches in countries not so
Presbyterian as Scotland, arises from contact
with other bodies who neced choirs to lead
their responses. A qualified precentor, who
understands his business, experiences no great
difficulty in leading the people’s song in very
respectable time and tune. It is done net by
loudness and strength of lungs, but by art.
When the congregation ig too slow, his art
consists in wnticipating them a little on the
accented notes; and when they are too fast,
detaiming them a little on the unaccented
notes. He has the advantage of a choir
leader, in having his sovereignty undisputed.
Being alone, he is induced to sing tunes which
the people know. Where there is a paid
precentor, it is part of his office to hold con-
gregational practisings for so many months
of the year. With a precentor alone, how-
| ever, it is not to be expected that large con-
| gregations will sing in perfect time. Intriple
time this is impossible. Yet it is wonderful
how well it is often done. I have heard very
sublime singing, the singing of thousands,
led by one man. Then it is singular how one
leader produces congregational singing. 1
know congregations that sing very feebly
under the guidance of a choir, and yet, in the
same church, on the same day, will sing the
same tunes unitedly and powerfully under a
precentor. Our Gaelic congregations, which
have a precentor in the forenoon, and-a choir,
in some cases, in the afternoon, afford illus-
trations of this., The method of leading by a
precentor has antiquity in its favor. John
Knox, in the First Book of Discipline, directs
the appointment of a reader, who had the
duty o}‘ leading the singing.

Excellent, however, as this method is in
principle, practiee and prescription, it labors
under certain obvious defects. It requires a
sound, strong man. He must also be in per-
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fect health, and free from cold,—which is
expecting too much, at least in this country.
From the exertion, he is apt to acquire a
harshness ol voice. Then, even in his best

state, he may Aumour the time and tune of

the smging, but he can hardly contmand them.
If the people take a wrong turn in the musie,
all he ean do is wait till they are done, and
then strike the proper note. Itis admitted that
the thing can be done, but it does not follow
that with instrumental aid it could not be
better done. Then, with a precentor alone,
there is no guide to harmony.. The singing
of parts suited to the individual voice is dis-
couraged for want of such guidance as an
instrument would afford. TLet him have the
aid of an instrumeit, and the following good
efieets might be expected to follow :—

In the first place, an instrument would
keep up the pitch of the tune.
known that the pitch of a tune, unless the
voice i assisted by an instrument, falls with
each verse. let leaders try ever so much,
there will be some fall. As this subsidence
will not be equal in the case of each vuice,
the tendency ts to produce discord. Theiuct
is also important, as showing that a certain
amount of fatigue is experienced in singing
without the aid of an instrument.

A powerful instrument would control a
congregation sufliciently to compel them to
wingintimeandtune. Correct time is no mere
musical whim. One may sec the efiect of
-good time wpon the mind, in the simple beat-
ing of a drum, or the rnging of a bell. Itis
supposed to owe its power to a sy=pathetic
-effect upon the pulsations of the heart. Tiwe
and tune in music are the same as accent and
intonation in speaking.
is well known. A good sentence can be
turned into ridiculous nonsense, by wrong
accent and inappropriate tones.  Even drawl-
ing spoils its eflect, and renders it powerless.
Quite similar is the effect of wrong time and
tune in a musical strain. These are their
natural, and not artificial requisites. In a
«congregation where &ll the people join in the
Ppraise, as they are commanded to do, accu-
rate and well-marked time is an impossibility,
without the help of aninstrument. By great
pains, it may be nearly attained in common-
time tunes. To secure it in triple-timg tunes
issimply impossible. Let any musician mark
how such tunes as * Martyrdom,” ¢ Balerma”
or ¢ Bedford” are sung by congregations, and
even choirs.

The use of an instrument would diminish |

the fatigue which many persons, from sick-
mess, weak health or want of practice, experi-
ience in singing. The larynx of the human
throat is indeed the finest of all musical in-
struments, being formed by the wisdom of the

Creator, and wonderfully adapted to give |

vivid and appropriate expression to the vari-
ous sentiments of the human heart. This
instrument, however, i8 composed of frail and
delicate materials. One cause of fatigue in

It is weli;

The etfect of these |
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singing is that each individual’s voice has
received a fixed pitch. If we suppose the
musical scale, which comprises the whole
compass of human voices, to be a ladder hav-
| ing 26 steps, then each voice will have on an
:average about 13 of these, and said 13 may
begin at any point in the scale. The four
parts set down in our tune-books are not @
‘musical fancy. I'rue science interprets the
: wants of nature, and these four parts are 8
"'natural necessity. The air and the contralto
' suit women and boys’ voices, in various de-
grees, und the tenor and bass men’s voices
in different degrees. Any other arrangement
is a violation of nature. When, therefore, 8
“tune is pitched to suit a choir, according to
this natural arrangement, or at concert pitch,
as it is called, and the great mass of the peo-
ple take the air, the singing of some of the
notes in almost all our tunes will fatigue the
i people. ‘This is one of the causes of silence
i In congregations, led at concert pitch. When
i the singing of the people is kept in view, the
pitch should be much lower than is usual, or
than is comfortable, indeed, for concert sing-
ing. 'This is one reuson, also, why the old
chant and tunes of small compass, such as the
1old tunes of St. Paul's, York, Martyrdom,
Balerma, Bangor, St. Neot’s, Martyrs, Dun-
dee, Ccleshill, &e., are sung so much more
" easily by congregations than any of the new
i tunes. They were composed after the man-
“ner of chants, and intended to be sung by all
I'the people. Their compass is small. The
. new tunes that observe this rule of composi-
tion, such as Siloam and Evan, are very easily
| sung by congregations. The voice not need-
| ing any straining, there is no fatigue exper-
enced.
| Another cause of fatigue is the variable
] health and strength of the people, and also
choirs. On a cold morning, after coming
many miles to church, it is no easy matter to
sing, sometimes. have heard country choirs
and precentors making sounds enough to
drive people out of the church, just because
their mouths and throats had been half frozes
on the way to church. Great people, who
are superior to the homeliness of singing
psalms, may laugh at this; but it is a facts
notwithetanding. In these circumstances,
where there is a multitude, some of whom are
feeble, some old, soms sick, and some un-
trained in voice, an instrument would be 8
great help and a great comfort. It is univer-
saily felt to be so. We see ladies almos$
invariably sit down to the piano when the¥
sing. Itisa practice of all natiors thus to
aid the delicate and expressive, but, at the
same time, the weak and variahle voice, 'The
inging of the first hymn on recard—thas
Mirinm—was thus aided.
The use of an mstrument would enahle us

| to sing larger portions ot the psalms.
pralins are the great hymn and prayer-bo

of the church : * Is any merry, let him sinf
psalms.” But owing to the modern innovs”

ll‘h. :

s i s
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lion of sjow, dead music, and piqueing music
¥ith a greal many notes, taking a long time
10 pet through it, we do the psalms great
Wjustice in the way in which we use them.

few verses must be taken, apart from their
®nuection and meaning.  Clergymen iun

Olden times used to attempt to remedy this
¥ reading the whole psalm, and then setting !

Ypart a few verses for singing. 'This, we

Suspect, gave rise to our practize of reading |

Over the verses to be sung. I would gather
*om the wording of the First Book of Disei-
Pline, and from the Book of Common Order,
that Knox intended a whole psalm to be aung.
e pealms are evidently unique, carefully
8rranged and compact hymus composed for
"becial qceasions. To use the words of
nox’s liturgy, they * contain the effect of
the whyle scriptures.” They are most unfit
®mpositions to be divided into amall sections
and sung by parts. Now, if our music were
Mmple—if it were sung at a more rapid rate,
&d borne along with a powerful instrument
¥ithout drawling and dragging, a much larger
Portion of the psalma could be sung. This
Might prepare the way for singing them as
ty were originally sung, and as they are
%dapted to be sung, in a prose chant, exhibit-
MR the parallelism and antithesis of Hebrew
Poetry 50 fitted te impreas truth upon the
Wind by varied and striking repetition.
tis ‘well known that many sincere peoole
®htertain very strong objeciions to instru-
menta| aid in public praises, thinking that it
8 Popish, Emscopalian, and what not. No
Argument is too absurd for those who speak
Under 1he influence of prejudice. Prejudiced
People and designing people, when argument
Als, mix up with a question things extrane-
Ous, in order to suffocate truth with the ha-
Ired (hat properly belongs to error. The
Argest portion of Protestants would subscribe
these views. Though purtions of the
Shurep are opposed to thew, that is no reason
Why the question shouid be closed against
9Pen discussion. If this magazine is to be-
;‘:’Me.n mere echo of popular prejudices, re-
®rating things which people kuow and re-
Ceive already, and perpetuating ancient truths
G.r"»d ancient errors, it8 mission is worthless.
he wise man's eyes are in his head. He

h."l’! open the window of the house where

b‘: Wpirit dwells, that he may receive every
2m of the light of heaven. e does net
9% his eyes and give his hand to & blind

Ruide ; pur, by purifying his soul of prejudice,

t: S¢eks a * gingle eye” that his whole body
3 be full of light. I do not believe in

Pahaceag, apd hence do not expect great re-

::d" from any one pian. No plan can super-

hohei *arnestness, piety and iustruction, but I
ay that this would be an improvement. 1

reaa S er heard so goud and general con.
Bational singing as when it was conducted

.nd:P!‘!cemor and an instrument, and I have

ju 5 2Yorad to give the rationale of this. It
2 %ource of satisfaction, therafore, that there

~is ne law of our church prohibiting this plan,
"and that congregations are not likely to be
! interfered with in using their Christian iiberty
! to worship God as He has commanded it to
be done,

! The praise of God is a matter of extreme
limportamce in every Church, and, in our
; Church, of paramount importance, hecause it
{is the only part of the service in which the
{ people audibly join. The psalma of David
are also prayers, and the singing of them in
a regular combined measure obviates the
necessity of those audible responses which, in
some branches of the Church, sound so dis-
cordant and incongruous to ears unaccustom-
ed to the sound. That the Great God of
Heaven can looh down with complacency
upon a congregation, the members of which,
during a whole service, have never opeued
their lips, but let all to the minister and a
few singers, is not to be supposed. Let our
worshippers ramember that praise is the only
exercise of the Church militant which shall
survive the shocks of time and the consum-
mation of all terrestrial things. Let them
look to all nature, animate and inanimate, and
listen to the sounds of praise that rise on all
sides from a world teeming with active life.
Let them read the 148th psalm, in which the
psalmist invites all the elements of nature,
and all living creatures, to praisg the Lord.
And shall man alone, for whom God hatls
executed His greatest work—redemption, be
silent in the tabernacle which the Lord hath
pitehed ? If the people do net their part,
how shall the ministers pray or preach with
power and devotion? That sympathy will
be wanting which is so necessary between
speaker and hearers.

A time of spirituality and revived religion
is eminently a time of religious song. 'Thie
was a marked characteristic of primitive
Christians. Paul and Silas sung praises in
the jail at Philippi so loud that all the prison-
ers heard them. Pliny, in his letter to I'ro-
jan, says that the Christiaus met hefore day-
light and sang a hymn to Christ. Every
outbreak of religious life since then has been
distinguished by the frequency and fervency
of praise. Luther was an eminent composer
both of hymns and music, whieh are atill sung
in the German Churches. John Knox, in
the preface to his *“ Book of Commen Order,”
devotes a long paragraph to this subject. It
was a striking accompaniment of the ravivals
of the last century. Edwards says: *“Our
congregation excelled all I ever knew in the
external part of the duty before, the men
generally currying, regularly and well, three
parts of the music, and the women a part by
themselves ; but now they were wont to sing
with unusual elevation of heart and veice,
which made the duty pleasant indeed.” 8o
marked is this feature, that, though there may
he outward praise without spirituality, there
can never be spirituality in & Chureh without
fervid and earnest praise. A.P.
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Tho Scottish Church. spirit exhibited when discussing the subject

— of Patronage, since 43, might lead some to

Irove }gat honoured Church,—the time-worn, | think that it involved the Church of Scotland
Ol . in some hitherto unheard-of sin, which she
Square tower, of simple form, bus during | 3o 4 5uct coined for hersclf, and that, to have
Which Qneu': reformers reared—all by the mould | anything to do with Patronage were enough
And pattern of the Holy Book alone. to  disfranchise her, and deprive her of all
No tool of human hand uplift thercon— right to ber historical character, as well as of

No i‘e:]"_ no rite. but what God’s seal doth | "0 el of Christ; and, that those who de-

No bondage. although married to the throne nounced our Church could not approach the
Free Gospel rang in cvery Subbnth peal, shadow of such a novel sin. It must not,

To bind hearts in God’s love, aud life’s naught | however, be forgotten, while considering this
waters heal! i almost thread-bare subject, that, as far back

Built on th’ Eternal Rock. amid wild seas E as the year 1690, as may be secn by referring

Aud in wild times, by master-worknien’s ' toour Confession of Faith, that, while Patron-
hands, i age had been under the consideration of these

Who cherished but one thought, their Lord to | fiithful men of God, who had so nobly con-
Plaig‘f:?::r—simpleS(rcngth. our Zion stands, i tendcd‘ for her true Preshyterian Constitution,
With the old banner flyving, which stern bauds | they fhd not denounce Patronage as so utter-
Of resolute worshippers unfurled in glen, ily wvile, but rather referred the matter,

Or guarded on the hiliside with their brands— | ¢ which,” they say, “ is hereafter to be taken
Leaving the world a history of MEN, . linto consideration.” Itshould also be known
For "nea' a‘i'li“," to read—perchance act 0'er | ¢hat the Free Church General Assembly of
gain | May, 1851, when adopting our good old Con-

fession with certain affixes ana prefixes of
their own, as may be scen-in that Confession
of theirs, that the same promise is retained as

In doctrine stern, in discipline wustere,
Rugged of feature, but of spirit bold,

And guarding with a holy look severe
The ereed which ia her right hand she doth

bold i in ours, pledging themselves, as the Church

(Her heritage of truth from days of old), i of Scotland had done two hundred and two
She standeth at this day as she hath stood, | years before, that the subject of Patronage
U'g“:id ;:i b'l“".' ”f' ’i‘t';”}.l‘l‘“s"g“?d (11’)'__5{‘”‘1’ “is hereafter to be taken into ¢ yusideration.”
With %a:?ng aitlinw?thllilf:,e:c; 'lllerruh:art's core, | (Page 14:) .h should, moreover, be reg:n‘ded
imbued! as very significant, that, notwithstanding all

. o that had been said, previous to the secession
Mer ministers, God’s lamps, His voice to tell” | of ’43, and subsequent to it, there is not one

Beneath the silence of the firmanient . > s
Of grace that saves from ruiu and from hell H syllable about Patronage in the Free Church

In that bigh service—spending, being spent— | Protest. Fro[}l which it may, at least, be
Shedding all round the sweet enlightenment | inferred that Patronage was not such a crying

Of Truth and Hope, which Mercy hath re-| evil in the estimation of the ma{ority of the

. ’vefxled! R . . protestors, as some of them would afterwards
Christ’s ** Stars;”’ the shafts from his full quiver represent it—more especially in the year 1851
sent, he subject of P i isclai
His witnesses—the reapers in 1lis field— —the subject of Patronage is not disclaime

The fishers on a sea that gives miraculous yield® | a8 unworthy of their atte?tiOll- And who
knows but when the subject shall engage

For every siuner saved, is saved by grace, their calm and serious thoughts, they may

And every soul that lives, lives by God's

\ find it wise to return into the bosom of the

power ! . .,
Working with God, they lzbour in their place, | 0ld Church, convinced that no milder and
Beneath the fail of Pentecostal shower, less objectionable system can be framed ? At

And toil rejoicing through their service hour! any rate, it should be considered that many of

Nor is there higher name *mongst all astir those who thus eromise in 1851, had, previ-
£

Qn earth, in the high places of her power, . ) b
‘Than this, ** C'hr?at’s holy faithful minister | OUS tQ 1843, in theory and practice, on their

Albeit much of contempt and hate it may incur. | OWn account, and to further the interest of

% The Ferry Hills.” others, adopted Patronage. And none need
wonder that what they did not conceive to be
R S, unscriptural before 1843, should, after8 years'

. trial, be regarded deserving of their further
Trials of thelagzl;:aBmton High- | o cideration. Nor have we ever seen or

heard any attempt to prove that Patronage,

o in itself, is unscriptural. And it would re-

[No. V.] quire xnor(:1 rational arg-uu;lent. than had been

- expended decrying it, to show that Patronage

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND AND HER ACCU- | iy Bontrary to theng'd of God, or to shﬁ*fv,
SERS. ) from Scripture, that lay Patronage is more to

ONE of the favorite themes of those indulg- | be dreaded than clerical or priestly Patron-
ing in “railing accusations,” and who would | age, or, that even the Patronage of a heathen
imjurelthe Hair fame of the Church of Scot-|is to be discarded, should it appear to serve
Jand, is that of Patronage. The wrothfull the advancement of the kingdom of truth and
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Yighteousness. 'Cherefore, until we find that |
08¢ who made Patronage their glarlmg |
theme of raillery, attempt to disprove it-from :
cripture, we shall leave it for their « further
®onsideration,” and simply express our con-
Viction that we have the highest authority and
ezmmple, in the infallible rule of faith and
Practice, in approbation of P’atronage, and
that any eountenance or support given to the
Cause of Christ, from a Cwsar or a Ielix,
OWn to the humblest iu life, for the further-
nce or protection of His kingdom, was gladly
accepted. The subject of Patronage has so
ong engaged the consideration of the noblest
Sons of the Reformation, and still requiring
€ exercise of the brightest intelicets, that it
Might he considered presumptuous in us to
By that Patronage, os now exercised in the
durch of Scotland, 1s entirely in aceordance
With the principles of the Word of God.  As
.J¢ exact and only form in which Patronage
8 to be adhered to is mnot defined in the
Bcl'lptures, we should require to believe that
0se who framed Datronage were infullible
Men, before we could undertake to defend
I’atl‘onage in our Church, as that alone form
f which the Supreme Head of the Church
®n approve. It must rather become mani-
€8t in practice, that, whatever form of Pat-
Tonage he adopted, should it, in the very letter
spirit, accord with: Holy Writ, it is liable
buse while fallible men have to do with it.
o the same time, we confidently maintain
2t Patronage, as existing in the Church of
i‘i‘)ﬂand, is about the mildest form, least
il ely to be exercised tyrannically, and next to
t;::‘I’Ossible to be exercised for evil, of any
¢ 8 can be conceived. Accordingly, we find
P&t,‘ when the subject was before the British
8tliament, immediately before the secession
) . v
Wh’43’ and the Bill on Patronage adopted,
t},'leh more fully defined it, and, as some
ao"‘k, modified Patronage, it was stated by
N Me who afterwards, from the pressure of
S8ociation, left the Church, that this measure
« '8 the very thing they desired, that it was a
to o2t boon;” and this measure was objected
it Jn the House of Lords, on the ground that
Teduced Patronage to a mere name.”
t 0““§t glance at Patronage as it is in opera-
Ohn In accordance with this measure.. The
to 3xch, and the Church alone, has the right
or oCide on every young man’s qualifications
lttai‘:he ministerial oﬂic}é, as regard.‘g talents, 4
th""hc:nts, morals, piety, everything; the
of amh is absolute in this, so that the.shadow
!;gh:“Pposed unfitness may reject him after
istyy 7 aT®’ special preparation for the min-
why® If, then, among the many or the few
© Seek an appointment to a charge, one
ur be found really incompetent, the
he ¢h Court is at fault, and not the patron.
of &“p:}?' on, however, may nominate one out
wy ° Church Courts bave licensed, and
Prey COuntenance. But now, again, the

to g

Ylery and particul ation ma
erygin: h particular congreg y
TWinize hiy character, his personal appear-

7

ance, his voice, and raise any objection their
imagination can conceive, and the Church
has the most absolute power to settle or
reject him on the most trivial objection—may
reject him solely because of his unfitness, in
their judgment, for that particular charge.
But when a licentiate is declared in cvery
respect suitable for the charge, and settled,
he is most entirely free from the control or
dictation of the people, as he had been of the
patron.  And thus the most the patron can
do. i3 to relieve the Presbytery or individual
minister from the responsibility of making
what might be regarded invidious selections
from the licentiates, and also save the people,
at the outset, from disagreeing as to the
particular licentiate they should nominate
from among the many declared by the Church
to be quelified to lzbor in the Lord’s vine-
vard. And being ordained to the work, we
conceive that there are no other ministers in
any Church more independent to preach the
gospel, to speak the truth and the whole
truth, fearless of the fuce of bigh or low,
patron or peasant, than the ministers of the
Church of Scotland. The Patronage, as in
our Church, really serves to render the Church
free from any undue exercise of power from
any quarter which can in any way retard her
usefulness. No minister of Christ can be
conceived more absolute in power for good,
than ministers in the Church of Scotland;
and therefore we believe that no minister on
the face of the earth has a more solemn, re-
sponsible, and tcrrible account to render at
the tribunal of the Lord Jesus Christ, than
the minister of the Church of Scotland, un-
less he exercises his independent position for
the dissemination of pure and undefiled re-
ligion.

It would be wrong to say that patrons have
in every instance made the most suitable
selection. But entrust the nomination to
the Presbytery, the people, or whoever you
may, and would this be done? As it is, the
Patronage of nomination—for to this, and to
nothing more, does the Patronage in our
Church amount—is distributed among all
who may and should take an interest in the
extension of the Gospel throughout the king-
dom, and it may thus lead to all taking an
interest in those who are -to be engaged in
the great work of ameliorating all classes of
the community. But patrons have too often
been spoken of as if all those who have the
legal right to nominate to charges in our
Church, were heathens, and only heathens—
as if Christian laymen had no right to take
an intevest in the settlement of ministers of
the Gospel: whereas we have it from those
most competent to give an opinion, that
probably there is not one in a hundred of the
patrons but really felt their responsibility,
and exercised their best judgment for the
welfare of the Church, in nominating to va-
cant parishes. And during the time in which
Patronage was exercised before 1843, it wae
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said, and urged as one of the mightiest argu-
ments in proof of its abuse, that the unwor-
thy were selected, and the most evangelical
and spiritually-minded neglected and refused
patronage; to which we would offer, as a
sufficient reply to the many tremendous de-
clamations that had been uttered on this
score,—where were all those excellent men
who had been slighted by patrons, when there
were 8o many pressing calls sent to the Church
at Home from their spintually-destitute fel-
low-countrymen in the Colonies? Had there
been 8o many of the true stamp overlooked,
how strange it was that men possessing the
spirit of their Master could not be moved to
care for their brethren according to the flesh,
abroad. Our matured conviction is, that had
there been more interest taken in their breth-
ren abroad, and the extension of true Presby-
terianism throughout the world, during and
previous to the ‘‘ten years’ conflict,” the
trouble and time expended in declaiming
against Patronage, by many who had been
nourished and cherished within her pale,
might have been saved. OQur belief is, that
the majority looked sufficiently to their own
personal ease and interests; and therefore
some of those who were disappointed in not
having secured the nomination of a patron to
a good living in the Established Church, were
the most violent, aftersvards, in their denun-
ciation of Patronage; and too many were
found willing to cross the Atlantic to secure
the sympathy of the Colonial Church, who
would not hitherto come to proclaim the
Gospel of “ peace and good will” at the time
our Colonial people were so destitute of
Gospel ordinances.

But, is there no objectionable Patronage in
the Free Church, or other Churches in Scot-
land? Not long had we been in Scotland,
until we met with licentiates of the Free
Church, who bitterly felt that they were
slighted by clerical patrons; and these are
by no means few in numnber. But hear what
oue of the ministers of the Free Church writes
regarding the Patronage of that Church, before
she had yet reached her teens of existence:
“ Who is there,” he says,  that has not heard
of the Free Church Committees ?” ¢ Their
name is Legion.” . . “ Constituted as
it (the Home Mission Committee) is, we say
that it forms, in the hands of a few incividu-
als, an instrument of power with which they
oan neither wisely nor safely be entrusted.
What is the authoritr with which they are
invested? Nothing less than that of exer-
cising the entire Patronage of the Free
Church of Scotland.” . . . “Theyareat
this moment accustomed to appoint supplies
to all vacant charges, and even Presbyteries
are dependent on their sovereign will and
pleasure_” . Of such a form of
Patronage, the most odious, because an eccle-
siastical one, which a system so ugly, at best,
can ever assume, we complain, we loudly, we
bitterly complain.” We might add much
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more, as to the sore pangs felt in the Free
Church, because of those who would exercise
entire sway over her secular, as over her spi-
ritual interests.

‘The main difference in the Patronage of
the two Churches is, that the licentiate in our
Church, to whom he has to apply for nomi-
nation to a charge, if slighted by one patron,
there are many more. In the Free Church,
he may apply to their central power, and be
refused ; then, whither shall he go? In our
Church, the licentiate need have no bowing to
people or Preshytery, in order to get a nomi-
nation ; in the Free Church, he may have to be
very exact in manceuvering before both. In
our Church, the patron can merely nominate,
and his influence ceases at once; in the Free
Church, no one can say when the Patronage
shall cease—not likely until he ceases to re-
quire the means or favour of rich or poor.
In our Church, should the party who has the
first right to nominate fail in this duty, ano-
ther has the right, and the congregation must
not want the services of a pastor; in the Free
Church, they may dispute about the right of
nomination, and consequently want the ser-
vices of any.

Viewing the Patronage of the Church of
Scotland from a distance, and disinterestedly,
it is difficult for us to conceive of any system
that could be more powerless for evil, or
more conducive to the unity, the harmony,
and the lasting interests of the Church. The
Patronage of the Church of Scotland has
been greatly denounced by those who would
thereby bring the Church into disrepute ; but
it were difficult for those who do so to point
to any system of Patronage which has so long
served to promote the best interests of the
Church of Christ. It is too often the case
in the Church, as in the world, that the Pa-
tronage which does not advance one’s inter-
est is esteemed bad. The opposition to the
Patronage of our Church may be illustrated,
as near as can be, by the following fact:—
Not long ago, a Rev. gentleman, then in
Scotland, who attended divine services in
one of the Established Churches, published a
letter, in which he inforins the Nova Scotians
that there were candles in said Church at
noon-day. Soon after, another Rev. gentle-
man in Nova Scotia made use of this as &
proof that the Established Church was re-
turning to Popery, because adopting Popish
usages. Now, had not this latter elerical
gentleman been in Scotland himself, and had
he not seen candles or artificial light in Free
Churches built after the modern fashion, and
therefore less in need of candles;—had he

charity, suppose that he did not knowingly
try to practice deception on his people, in

of Scotland. As well mizht he fault the sun
for not giving light, as the Church of Scot-
land for using candles in the circumstances-

In the same way he may denounce the Pa-

not seen this with his own eyes, we might, in * |

order to prejudice them against the Church
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Yonage of the Church of Scotland because
€ may not cast her friendly arm over him.
(To be Continued.)
A. McK.

———

The Worship, Rites and Ceremonies
of the Church of Scotland.

Suck is the title of a vigorously-written
Pamphiet published more than a year ago in
" Inburgh, which we should like to see In
:Ne handas of every Scottish Churchman. It
' no secret that the author is the Rer. Geo.

Y. Sprott of Cervlon, & Nova Scotian hy
2irth, and & man well known to all Kirkmen
n the Province as an ahle minister of the
.h"'pel. The great aim of the pamphlet is to
sy that in the order and principul features
" public worship, in the administration of

€ sacraments and the general ritual, the

urch of Scotland agrees with the other
"’f‘"‘med Churches and with the Primitive
urch, and disagrees with the Churen of
‘h°m' and the Church of England. ence

® Church of Englauc, which is in schism
fom the Church o1 Rome, is alse in schism
fom all the other branches of the Reformed
i Urch, Likea true product of John Bull-
‘mv 1t stands obstinately al-ne, erving, [

™ right, and everybody else is wrong.” The

lll:e““m occurs, how happens it that there

its own merits, and, going over the whole
field, shows that only in very few particulars
are improvements required, while in all the
great features of ceremonial Eniscopal Church-
es will find it necessary to imitate the Church
of Scotland and the other Reformed Churches.

He thinks that our Eiders shiould be or-
dained by imposition of hands, inasmuch as
they are suhstantially what the Elders of the
primitive Church were-—called to a spiritual
office in the Church, but, at the same time,
tribunes of the people.

He is exceedingly desiraus that the diacon-
'ate, whicn has fallen into so much disuse
I among us, should be restored. And in this
! we agree most cerdially with him. Thus we
would have the threefold ministry of Teaching
Elders ar Bishops, of Ruling Elders, and of
! Deacons.

' As to instrumental music in Churches, he
;considers that as there is nothing against it
(in Scripture, and as all the Continental
| branches of the Reformed Churches, aud the
i American Churches—even those whicn sprang
i from the Church of Scotland—made use aof
Lorgans in public worship, liberty should be
L given to sessions to act in the matter, and tu
j conduct music as they thought most for edi-
i ication. He says: * The Church of Scotland
! has never condemned instrumental musie in
i public worship. In fact, it may be very fairly
" argued that she allows and sanctions it; for,

ould he auch a wonderfnl agreement be. | for many years, organs have been in use ju
Yeen the Churels of Scotland and the Conti- { our Indian Churches, which form an integral
Mental Reformed Churches. and the Primitive | part of the Church at home, being represent-
urch, if it be true, as is often asserted, that | ed in the General Assembly. In other Colo-
® Reformers chang=d all existing Church | nies, also, they ars common in Secottish

*agen simply for the sake of differing as
lely ag possible from the Cnurch of Rome ?
lo:t that is not true. 'I'ne assertion is ridicu-
8, a8 Mr. Sprott very well shows: ¢ The
'and purpose that animated our reformers,
2 that of restoring, in its integrity, the
.2°'“-.olic and primitive Church. As for
"6\:‘\ ing a sect, or one of seve.ral sects, they
i h:,\'ve shrunk from such a notion as
n“pi"'-y- They desited to eatablish grand
Oxi.:'nal Churches, with a brotherly union
’Orm!ng between all, and with as much uni-
P!‘imlt‘y’ therefore, as possible, but all on the
*hu Nive bz‘xsls. And the reason why the
the reh of England differed so widely from
we.l::lhers, was, because o great was the
Yeno] and power of the hierarchy, and so
. ute was the will of her absolute monarchs
v Prelates, that a compromise was necessa-
R‘;:xnd' therefore on a compromise between
8nism and the Reformed Churches was

Churches.”

Copies of Mr. Sprott’s pamphlet may be
had at Miss Katzmann’s Provincial Book-
store, Halifax. We heartily recommend its
perusal to all as a temperately written, ably
argued production, shewing very extensive
reading and calm thought.

0_—_—
Memoirs

OF TRE REV, 8. ¥.JOHNSTON, THE REV. J.
W. MATHESON, AND) MRS. MARY MATHE-
SON, MISSIONARIES ON TANNA ; BY
THE REV. GEORGE PATTERSON.*

which expands its broad surface beneath «
tropieal sun, from the continents of Asia and
Australia on the west, to the continent of
America on the east, there is scattered, in
seemingly wide profusion, an immense num..

t
he h““‘!f} of England established.
it uch being the state of the case,—and that :

i ; A
\' %0 18 clearly proved in this shart tractate, |

“;e May be sure that Mr. Sprott has no |

Wationy»

bathy with those who wonld make * In- !
rin on our form of worship that wouid |
Yot }f'““ nearer to any Prelatic Church. And |

tion,

© rajses no general ery against Ianova- I
- He oalmly discusses each proposal on

[y

ber of islands of all shapes and sizes,forming
a distinet geographical quarter of the globe,
and affording innumerable habitations for a
ednsiderable portion of the human fimily,
These islands have received the comprenen-
sive and appropriate name of Polvnesis,

* This article was intended for last No., bus.
did not come to hand in time for insertion,

OVER the greatest of oceans—that ocean
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meaning “ many islands.” They are found in
groups along nearly the whole of that portion
of the equatorial line, and for about 30 de-
grees on each side of it. The archipelagos
of the old world sink into insignificance, com-
pared with this little universe of insular
abodes. The navigator sails for months, ina
direct line, through these beautiful spots of

i

earth—the most recent of geological forma-:

tions, and newer, in every respect, than the
new world of America. They are clothed in
all the beauty and freshness of youth. Here,
the eve of the voyager, weary of the zreenex-
panse above and below, is refreshed by the
sight cf fairy scenes—the lofty mountain top,
the soft, hill, and the luxuriant vegetaticn ofa
tropical clime; and his senses are regaled
with the odours of trees and flowers that
bloom and decay in a perpetual summer,
Uulike other oceans, the Pacific is a peopled
solitude. These insular spots have been
plented by the hand of God, across the largest
ocean in the world, as if to serve as a noble
bridye of stepping-stenes from the old werld
to the new, as a highway for the natiors, as
resting places for the adventurcus mission-
aries of Christianity and commerce, and it
may he as little Antiochs in the ocean, from
which our future St. Pauls may advance, to
attack Romish superstition in South America,
and vast religious structures of Asiatic idol-
atry, that have stood for long ages, and now
enthrall hundreds of millions. The future
Malay couvert, having received the Gospel
from the descendants of Japheth in the west,
mayreturn to disepthrall the lands from which
he sprang.

As the Almighty often employs outwardly
insignificant means to bring a‘ out great re-
sults, so the workman whom he has employ-
ed to construct the most of these islanls is
the small coral animalcule. Like “ the pot-
sherds of earth,” he works for one object ; but
the Almighty overrules his work for another
and a greater.  On examining a pieceof coral,
it is found to 2onsist of an infinite number of
small cells, each of which i8 a separate home
for a little creature. Myriads of these insects
are at work in the besom of the ocean, secret-
ing lime from its water, and constructing

houses for themselves and their progeny. '

"They work to a depth of 18 fathom, stopping
at the surface, and extending their worke
Jaterally. 'The interior of the Pacific is thus
for thousands of miles a vast manufactory,
where, under the arrangements of a wise and
beneficent God, immense structurea are being
ruised by this small creature—structures that
shall afford homes for the human family,
whare the Gospel shall earn its most heautiful
Juurely, and display the perfections ot the De-
ity. in nature and in grace,

Upon these singularly favoured islands,
there is abundanee of valuable wood for do-
mestic aud commercial purposes. The san-
dalwocd atiracts the cupidity of traders from
wll purte ‘of the world. Arrowroot grows

|
]
|
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wild, and oranges, and other tropical fruits;
when planted there, grow to perfection.
What the cow and the sheep are to us, the
cocoa-nut tree seems to be to the inhabitant of
a South Sea Island, with this difference, that
it needs little cultivation, and solicits no food.
It supplies him, all the year round, with an
excellent food, and with a delicious beverage,
with which to cool his lips, parched with heat.
The shell forms his drinking cup, and the
bark thaiches his house. Its tough fibres are
made into cords and garmenis 1o cover his
person.  When his floor has been serul:bed by
its husks, its beavers form in excellent carpet,
wherewith they are covered. To the Polyne-
sian, the bread-fruit tree is his baker, who
supplies him wiih little loaves about a foot in
circamference, which, however, have to be
cooked. The banena produces a bunch of
fruit capable of dining 30 men. His »atatoe
is the taro, a tuberous root sometimes 15
inches long. He has also now got our own
potatoe, which thrives well. Our pumpkins
and sqaashes are regarded by us a species of
vegetable monsters, but the Polynesian grows
upon his vine a yam, sometimes so large as
to require two men to carry it. At this rate,
it must be easy to store a house, and support
a Palynesian fumily. No long bhills need be
run up with the grocer, the butcher, or the
baker; no alarms need be felt about hungry
and frozen cattle ; ne fearful pictures of chil-
dren squaliing for Lread, while the larder is
empty, terrify the wind. Except when they
fightand devour one anather, the men of these
islunds are vegetarians, and the earth is boun-
tiful.  One writer, quoted by Mr. Patterson,
even draws the ridiculeus picture of a native
fishing upon the Tanna shore, and pitching
the captured fish over his head into a boiling
spring, to be cooked! Since the Polynesian
enjoys such un abundance of those substances
that support life—a beautiful shore, plenty of
fish, an island protected by its reet from the
violence of the sea-storm, vegetables that pre-
duce two or three crops annually, a olear sky,
a warm sun, rﬂfreshing intermittent showers,
produeed by the trade winds, immunity from
the burders of civilization, and from the
inclemeney of northern lands—one would sup-

pose that, if ever that picture of the happiness,

of the child of nature, which French infidels
used to draw, and carnal mind’s fancy, were
realized, it must be here, amid the per-
petual bloom of thede gardens of ocean. A
nearer view showse, however, the dark cloud
of misery.  Sin and happiness are an impos-
8ible combination. A ‘cluser acquaintance
proves the South Sea Islander to be the slave
of a misery and degradation of which he does
not know the cause. There, already, thou-
mnds bless the day ihat the Spirit of God:
delivered them from the ** happiness of the
child of nature,” and brought them into the
glorious liberty of the children of God.

The inhabitants of Polynesia consist of the
Malay and Melantdian races—the former the
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::’”_e humerous and intellectual, and the lat-
T Inferior in intellect, darker in color, with
Much of the Ethiopian or regro in their com-
ROmtxpn. The Malay races inhabit the eastern
W8, and the Meluuesian races the western,
Melr languages and dialects are innumerable.
Tg:!"* are often different dialects on oneislund.
It misery is partly caused by constant war,
bm;'" they kill .each 'nlher, a.nd dfz\-our t.he
“198 of tl}e slz}m amid 'L.he sickening orgies
ﬂné 16} cannibal feast.  Widows are strangled,
‘nenc l_lldx.‘en are put to daam: lhfrfr goveru-
¥in \f s simple UI'Id inexpensive. Fueir pro-
‘Yit;‘ml secretary is a being who is amplv paid
little aq
“Altting his face.
;‘i‘;:ﬁi (.'os,cni;’)tir_m, and their du\'xl‘?n amyste-
pr  savaye being, wio ereates diseuse. and
sidesover war., hieir houses tre wretched
ilfls, and their women are thy miserable vie-
I8 of cruelty and lust. A few yearsof eru-

ety A .
tyand il usagecousigns them toa premature
Braye, n

‘““} par:
Mationg
lnteq

Inye
‘\i““}f of them, strauge to say, wractice cir-
\'i;’;“imn, uhewfng'their remaote connexion
. !} Abraham, ax}d. in many of their customs,
\ev“’af-‘e that belief ina future state, which
a“del‘ leaves mun in Lis greatest degrud:?tl«m.
Pa a‘horrur of l.hr.xl. ancibilation whieh ias the
. F“dlse of the civilized infidel.  They do not
a:“ 10 be nm'uru!l.v cruel, and their chiefs
in e 3}10.\'(1 a high sense of honor in protsct-
4 Missionaries, for whose lives and property
’vr) tad pledged their word. Were it not
ad Vile wretches who, 1n Christian lands,
ba eard Sabbath bells, and atiended Sab-
e“"choo]s, but who had gone 1o the South
Ver to ﬁnc} scope for their viie propensities,
ef ®W missionaries wouid have perished in
st 8lands.  We owe to them the loss of
Wife 22 Williams, Gordon, and his amiable
Ratioy Only to think that Christian congre-

8 contain such characters !

the S: Marratives of missionary enterprize in
i . ewuth Seas are among the most interest-
Dy T communicated to the world. Greal
Trom '8 Of these islands have been reclaimed
trieg .eﬁthex_nium, and become Chriatian coun-
"‘"ile n th}s Provmcg, we have heen more
Pre, “l‘l'l_y interested in the mission of the
3 rc’)"fél‘mn Church to the New Hebrides—
Thi OP 8bout six days’ sail from Sydney.
fortit,::l \ssion owes its existence to the zeal,
Geggie and perseverance of Mr. and Mrs.
Yoy 1y he New Hebrides are a group of
q’ddi Irty islands, of various sizes. The
1859 ®s landed on Aneiteum in 1848. In
P"lb : e Rev, John Inglis, of the Reformed
“o;-dn’l”‘"" Qhurch, arrived. In 1857, Mr.
I 150 374 his wife landed on Erromanga.
S"ou. » Mesars. Paton and Copeland, from
"d'and Matheson aud lady, from Nova

» but net sunctified by the Gospel, has
Nted for the destruction of the hiuman race.

v

b an extra wife, and is distingvished Ly a
ditional care i platting his bair und
Their idols are of the.

Their waraseem to be harniess aflsirs, |
ed with those conducied ny Corisilan
shaving weapons wiieh inteilect, stimu- .
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Scotia, were settled on Tanna. In 1860, Mr.
Johnston and wife settled ou Tunna. Last
vear, Messrs. Morrison, McCullagh and Gor-
don landed on these islands. The various
incidents of these missionary enterprises can-
not here be recapitulated, but it is sufficient
to say that Aneiteum is now a Christian
island, the number of heathen remaining not
being greater than the number of outcasts
that muy be fourd in many Christian parishes,
and that, from this favourable commence-
ment, though there have been great disasters
and discouragements on other islands, the
compivcte evangelization of the whole graup
may be anticipated, through faith, prayer,
labvour and suffering. It would be much
nearer, if men were as ready v go to the
Soutis Seas for love and benevolence, as they
are for mischisf and gain. God hath done
great things there however, already, and Mr.
ana Mre. Geddie’s enterprize is one of the
most important of sur day—one revealing, in
uumistakeable signs, the finger of God.

We owe to Mr. Patterson’s boek much of
the infirmation concerning thess islands,
rehearsed above,  His pubticaton has given
occasion to our directing attention to this
subject,  Mr. Patterson’s share in this com-
pilation has been executed witn commendable
zeal, and his remarks, intersperscd amid the
journals and letters of the now deceased mis-
sionaries, form an excellent framework for
displaying to advantage the beautiful picture
of tneir devoted experiences.  Perhaps youth-
ful diaries have heen drawn upon rather more
extensively than their private character and
personal nature would s2em to justify, even
in the case of those whose early and affecting
deaths render everything about them inter-
esting.  In a book, the tastes, not of personal
friends, but of the general Christian publie,
have to be consulted. Where their piety is
vot doubted, we humbly think that space
should be reserved, not for passages of their
journals, referring to their spiritual experi-
ence, common to them and all Chiistians, but
for sueh passages af bear upon their mission.
At any rate, these are the passages that will
be read, while much of the other will be
missed. Still, on the whole, it affords plea-
sure to receive, from Mr. Patterson, a baok
which, in it spirit, tone and sty le, is an im-
provement upon his last, wherein allusions
calculated to excite disagrecable feelings
abounded. We can cardially recommend
this book, and we reserve a few extracts lox
next number of this magazine.

(To be continued.)
AP,

—) e

French Protestant Church in Paris.

IN a late number of the London Times is
an artiele from its Paris correspondeat, giv-
ing an aceount of the last election that has
taken place of what we would call Lay Eldurs
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to the Presbytery. Since 1852, the French
Protestant Church has been regulated in ac-
cordance with decrees then promulgated, and
has been supported by the State. It is Pres-
byterian in Church government, but it differs
from our form in a few particulars. The lay
delegates to the Presbytery are appointed not
for one year, as with usy half of them are
subject to re-election every three years. They
are elected by the universal suffrage of all
the members of the Protestant faith within
the bounds,—a Siate registar of sueh being
kept, and no one being ailowed to vote whose
.ame & not on the register. [t is mest grati-
fring to note the steady increase of Protes-
tants in Paris by the returns of every trien-
nial election. In 1832, there were 1016
veters. In 1862, there were 2174 registered
electors, of whom 1531 voted. This yeur,
the registered electors number 3400, of whom
2630 voted,—a large increase, certainly, with-
in the last three years having taken place.

The Presbytery of Paris, or Presbyterial
Courcil, as it is there called, consists of nine
pastors and twelve lavmen. It is under the
authority of the Synod of Paris, or the Con-
sistory, as it is called in France, for there are
a number of Protestant Churches around
Paris, and they consiitute the Consistorial
district.

A contest has of late been going on be-
tween the orthodox and free-thinking mem-

hers of the Protestant Church in Paiis, and, |
indeed, in France generally. Thelate contest !
in Paris has resulted in the signal uiumph{
of the orthodox party. Of the six lay dele- |
gates to be appointed, five erthodox were|
cleeted ; the sixth was not to have been ap-|
pointed till March, as none of the other san-
didates received an absolute majority of the
votes of the registered electors. ‘There is no
doubt that M. Guizot will be elecied as the
sixth. The strange part of the affair is that
he was not chosen at the first vote. But the
reason probably is that while the Free-thinkers
dislike him for his stiict orthodoxy, the Or-
thodex are a little jealous of his friendship
with the Roman Catholic dignitaries and
Jeaders. It is even suspected that he has
inclinations towards Romanism.

e O

French Interference with Mission-
aries 1n the South Pacific.

Bl;TWlEN the large island of New Caledo-
‘nia, and the southern islands of the New

H brides group which Mr. Geddie and his;

teliow-laborers have made classic ground to

Nuva Seotisns, there stretches a string of |

beautif il isiands calied the Leyaity group,
the largest of which are Mare, Lifu, aud Ula.

Agenis of the London Missionary Beciety |

.have 1abored on these with singular success,
and the Christian people of Great Britain

were therefore shocked to learn, in December

last, by a lewer from the Rev. 8. McFarlane
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to the Missionary Magazine. that the French
Governor of New Caledonia, claiming the
Loyalty Islands as dependencies, had adopted
the most arbitrary and oppressive proceed-
ings against the Protestant missionaries and
the native Christians on Lifu. ‘At the date
of Mr. McFarlare’s letter (June 20, 1864),”
the Hon. Arthur Kinnaird writes to the Lon-
don Times, ** it was not known that the same
coercive measures and vexatious restrictions
(though, happily, without acts of personal
violenice) had been enforced in Mare and Ula,
so that from the month of June, in the thre¢
islands forming the Loyalty group, Protestant
missionaries have been forbidden to preach
or teach in the native language the people
who, under their influence, were advancing
rapidly in civilization and social enjoyment,
as well as in the knowiedge and practice of
Christianity.”

The rest of Mr. Kirnaird’s letter shows
what prompt action was taken by the friends
of Missions and by the Government of Great
Britain to obtain explanation and redress,
and with what success. We bhelieve that the
French Government, in disowning the acts of
its officials, is perfectly sineere, and that there
will be nu eanse for complaint in the future.
Mr. Kinnaird eontinues: * It was not to be
supposed that such an outrage upon the
rights and liberties of our eountrymen, labor-
ing with self-denying and disinterested bene-
volence for the improvement of the savages
of Polynesia, ecould occur without awakening
the deepest feelings of regret and indignation
among the friends of Christian missions
throughout our eountry, and the directors of
the several missionary societies immediately
united in a strong hut rerpectful memorial to
Her Majesty’s Government to employ 1ts
friendly but powerful influence with the Go-
vernment of France to obtain a revocation o
the arbitrary restrictions enforced by the Ge-
vernor of New Caledouia, and to secure for
the English missionaries herealter that amount
of civil and religious freedom which they had
heretofore enjoyed.

“ 1t is but just to Farl Russell to state that
his Lordship had anticipated this appeal, and
immediately on receiving the intelligence of
the unjust and oppressive measures perpetrs-
ted in the Loyalty lslands, had addressed =
strong communication and an earnest appeal
on the case to the French Government through
our Ambassador, Lord Cowley.

« ] have now the pleasure to enclose the.
reply of the French Government transmitted
to Earl Russell, a copy of which he has been
10 obliging as to forward to me as treasurer
ot the London Missionary Society. It is
certainly most gratifying to have the explicit
statement of our Ambassador in Paris that
the French Minister for Foreign Aff.irs bad
assured him that ‘the most stringent orders
had been sent tu prevent a renewal of the
occurrences complained of, and that, so faf
from there being any desire on the part of tb®
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Imperial Government to discourage the labors |
™ Protestant missionaries in the Lovalty |

slands, there was every disposition to foster b
" imposing part ovufside, and he was needed and

*nd protect them.'”

To all who knew the late Dr. Napier—and the
writer knew him well—he appeared a man wor-
thy to stand iu the innermost court of the tem-

le. He was not formed by nature to astan

cviiued in that plice where ke was fonnd. H:»

—_——C——

CHURCH AT HOME.

DEATH or THE REV. DR. NAPIEL,
MINISTER OF BLACKFRIAL'S
CHURCH. GLASGOW.

It is nat always those whe have made the
Breatest noise im the world that have heen the
Wisest and best of their day and gencration. A
»3"-‘“? reputation {with tne multitnde), where the
}"«lssuu runs strong that way, may be easily got
“P and supported for a while on a very slight
i:s'm of talent and worth. Kvery generation has
i s ld?\s} of worship in politics, in art, and evea
.“ religion, which the merciless besom of time
o“’eeps clean away into the vast ** lumber-house
o Creation.”” Out of the darkness of the past,
ir:l Y a very few of the stars which once blazed
. the firmament of fame, glimmer again into
Mighe, replenishing their beams and feeding their |
T1s from perennial fountains. Modestv and !
“‘Umlity are invaluable grzees, but they ave not !
Sually ‘the passports to popular fame, unless re- |
e:“e@ from the surface of a great and magnifi. |
w<"t life which projects itsetf on the eye of the !

orld.  We have had the fortune to meet with '
:\en of whom the world knew nothing, who woera,

®vertheless, men whom the wor!d eould not
);’l atford to want—men who performed their
. S-tisk silently and quietly, yet divinely and
.reetival)'. according to the measure of the !

enati that had been given them.
Na ¢ do nat profess to claim for the late Dr. |
)hpler of (Hr\sgow a pre-mninqnt, or evena high |
0 €€ as a public speaker: neither arc we enti- I
“?d to blame hisn for the lack of some aof those |
ta!:“l)\\l.nr gifts,” the pessession af which have
‘n“. far inferior wen to -eositions of import-

%€ in tiie Church. How few there are in this

9rld who have reaily the choosing of their own
ene Most peaple are by accident or necessity
"h‘\()yiglll.'rl”y iate the groove of life, out of
ef)t:;c it is impossible for them to get, and only a
to [Prratively small numberhaveitin their power
Rd:e]ed that walk of intellectnul activity hest
““Pted to their talents. We do not make this
lnde"}e“l onr the supposition that the worthy
“tee\cell.em man whose memory we hounr and
""’lct‘m did mot fulfil a useful and important
_“ 1on in the Chureh on earth, from which he
chuy*’narced to join, as we sincerely believe, the
eayy ¢h ahove. It would not be well for the
the € of sound religion and pure morality, if ail
+ Workmen in the great temple of the Chris.
'Dag urch were qualified to labor anly in one
ang iy ent, and to handle only one kind of tool,
Oury 18 more necessary to check than to en-
lig s_R€ the popular opinion that the art of puh.
of tl’ea King is the one thing needfulin a minister
"erye Guspgl. It 18 highly desirable that in
‘pastcnse this qualitication should be found in
1 °n0r: but. where it cannot he obtained in
tiong with other and more substantial qlmhﬁpa\-
of thv"ltbough!: to he wuntemned as the sounding
After ol rass und the tinkling of the cymbal,
}y,_“! f;rti\lho spiritual power which a preacher
his top finds only ite slenderest channel in

n Wi‘!t It is the life and character of the
worlg . N preaches most eloquently to the
Which' and this, moreover, iz a kind of eloquence
lipg, bu(;es not evaporate like the breath of the
rogg, "0t abides with us, like the odor of the
e g ich lives long in the senses when the

3t nursed it is mouldering in the dust.

i
i
|
i
.
i
|
:
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was endowed with a clear and vigorons undey-
standing, and with a week and chitd-like heart,

. Hix learning was extensive and accurate, and.

even in the society of his familiar friends, i
rather betrayed than showed itrelf, because «f
the exceeding modesty of the man. T was thi.

“innate modesty of mind which, to the generud

eye, flung a cloxk over the wealth of his intel-
tect and the virtues of his character. By long

“and mssiduous studv, kept up to the luxt, hi»

mind had laid up a rich store of tneological and
general learniny, and had acquired a degree of
culture which rendered his taste extremely fas-
tidious 1n the arrangen:ent and expression of
his thonghts  This intc'lectnal fastifiousness,
joined with his unimpassjoncd style of delivery.

“had an uufavorable effect on his puipit ministra-

tions, directed, as these necessarily were, from
the position of his pirish, to the very humblest
ranks of the people of a pgreatcity. Had he been
translated. at an earlv perind, to one of the city
charges of Kdinburgh, he would have found. in
that polished and intellectnatl city, a suitahle
sphere for the exercise of those ealm and eleva-
ted talents which his brethren in the ministry
well knew he possessed. [t is well known that
Dr. Candlish succeeded in emptying a Church
in Glnsgow (St. Andrew’s) in which he minister-
ed. hefore heing ealled to Edinburgh. where he
=nsedily hegan to sour above all his fellows in
fame and power Dr. Napier never sought any
changs e was a humble and unambitious

| man, who was eontent to iabor, according tothe

gifts hestowed on him. where the hand of Provi-
denee had set him down. His diseourses ¢o
whieh wr have listened, were heavy masses of
solid ere, dng from the depths cof a capacioux
mind, artistically shaped and finished, and uni-
formly pervaded by the gentle and gracious spirit
of the Gospel ; and he who came with a mind
sufficiently prepared to receive such thoughrs,
wonld never have wished to sit under any other
preacher.

Tlie moral qualities of the late Dr. Napier mayv
he understood from what has already been said.
Honesty, meekness, simplicity and truth wers
apparent in all he did and all hesaid. His tem-
perament was not of the fiery and impetuous
kind, but, under a calin and seemingly cold ex-
terior, there was a deep well-spring of kindly
feelings and beautiful tendernesses. It was, in
fact, only to strangers—to those who knew him
not—that he seemed to be a man of a stern and
impassive nature. Yon had but to enter his
hospitghle roof to see that you were in the pre-
sence of one of the kindliest and best of men,
and most consistent of Christians. His devoted
wife—whom he laid in the grave not many
months ago—was, in the fullest sense, the help-
mate and partner of her hushand; and every
virtue which showed itself in him. seemed re-
flected in her. The death of Mrs. Napier was a
heavy blow to his apirit. and the cloud which
fell upon him wa< not to be withdrawn until they

I Iay again side by side—in that narrow bed from

which they shall never awake until the heavens
be no more. Thev lived and died in the faith of
Christ. In their lives they were lovely, and in
their death not divided.

Dr. Napier. at the period of his death, an the
2nd of March last, was 72 years of age. He was
a Lrother of Napier, the celebrated shipbuilder.

P.
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DEATH OF THE REV. LR. ROBERTSON,
OF THE HIGH €1URCH, GLASGOW,

As a distinguished native of Perth, the death
of Dr. Robertson ealls for more than passing
notice at our hands. The reverend gentleman
died at St. Andrew’s, on Monday, 9th Jan., at the
house of his father-in-law, the Rev. Professor
Cook, and was buried with every manifestation
of respect, in the Cathedral Churchyard there en
8aturday.

Dr. Robertson was a striking example of what
energy, application, and perseverance, combined
with great natural talent, can do. His short
eareer was a very remarkable one. lie began
life in rather humble circumstances in Perth,
and ended it about the age of forty, after having
been ten years minister of the Cathedral Church.
Glasgow. When little more than thirty years of
age, by his own efforts and talents alune, he had
attained, from his obscure beginnine, to about
the very highest preferment in the whole Church
of Scotland. There are few lives at once so short
and so comprehensive. And yet there is little
in it but just the steady, quiet. laborious pro-
gress from the one end to the other. We cull
the followirg details from sundry of our contem-
poraries. Dr. Robertson received the first part
of his education from Mr. Crichton, then the
much estcemed and popular teacher of tue Na-
ticnal School in the Newrow here, and now the

arish schoolmaster of Longforgan. At school,

r. Robertson gave evidence of the thoughtful,
bard stadent, which he aftarwards became.
Whateve: he got to learn was learned thorough-
ly, and here, as well as at the Grammar School
of Perth where he studied for some years previ-
ous to going to College, he stood first in every-
thing. He took to learning with a will and a
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sest which overcame every difficulty. It was by
Mr. Crichton’s advice that he bent his thoughts
on the Church, for we believe that bis mother |
wished him to become a shopboy; but his first |
teacher saw the strong thinker und abie scholar |
foreshadowed in his promising pupil. and judi-
ciously directed his steps to the path whicl led :
to his future eminence. From the Perth Gram- |
mar School, Dr. Robertson went to the Coilegn
of St. Andrews, where he was owe of the most
distinguished students during the vesrs of his
attendance. He took first prizes in ail hix class-
es, including the gold medal in the mathematical
class. At the end of his literary course, he toak
the degree of M. A., an honour to which very
few of the students then aspired. During the
intervals between the College Sessions, he taucht
privately, and this, together with some little
patrimony, enabled him to complete his studies
without that pinching struggle whieh many
Scotch students have to undergo.

Dr, Robertson was licensed to preach in the
summer of 1848, and his first sermouns exhibited !
talent of such promise as to attract mueh atten-
tion in the congregation to which he preached
during the short time he was a probationer. At
‘Whitsunday of that year, the Rev Dr. Cannon,
who had lahored long with great accepance as
winister of Mains, resigned his charge ; and the
Comuiittee appointed to look out fur a worthy
successor to him heard so good'a report of Dr.
Robertson’s abilities from a sermon preached in
the East Church, Dundee, for the Rev. Dr. Adie,
that Mr. Erskine of Linlathen, principal heritor
of Mains, and one of the Committee, made en-
quiries about him, and was so satisfied that he
recommended the Committee to hear him, which
they did in the parish church of Liff. They were
more than satisfied, and Dr. Robertson vas re-
commended to the Home Secretary, who issued
a presentation to him jmmediately ; and he was

erdained minister of Mains in September 1848.
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He soon endeared himself to his parishioners bf
nis homely, unaffected manners, and kindly dis-
position, as well as by his carefully prepar
and forcible discourses,

While at Mains he received eight offers of
churches. He was offered the presentation t0
Montrose, he was twice asked to go to Stirling
and on the death of Dr, Clark of St. Andrew’¢
Church, Edinburgh, the congregation was anx-
ious that he should become tﬁe colleague of Dr-
Crawford. In July 1838 he was settled in Glas-
gow. In 1860 the degree of D. D. was conferred
on him by the University of St. Andrews. IB
October '1862, he married Elizabeth, eldest
daughter of the Rev John Cook, Professor 0

‘ Ecclesiastical History, in St. Mary’s CoHege, St-

Andrews In the spring of 1863, his health
broke down, his friends became alarmed, and be
was advised to rest from his duties for a season-
He accordingly spent most of the summer in 8t-
Andrews. 1lis medical advisers at that time dis
covered nothing organically wrong, but state
that he was suffering from weakness in the ner-
vous action of the heart, wrich, they were afraid.
wouid eventually develop itself in heart disease.
He resumed hisduties in the autumn. preaching
ouce a day for some time. His health was now
too seriously impaired to allow of a continuanece
of ministeri~1 duty; and in the spring of 1564 he
was ordered to desist from preaching for a year-
On agrin gonsulting some of the most eminent
physicians. it was found that disease of the heart
was fairly developad, and that there was no hope
of any permanent recovery.

Of his scholarship, his talents, and his charac-
ter, it is quite unnecessary to speak, They were,
and must have been, of the highest order, to
have borne him with such rapidity to so great an
eminence. The Morning Jouwrnal says—'“As a
scholar, Dr. Robertson, we believe, was acknow-
ledged to be one of the most accomplished men
in the Establishmeut. As a preacher, he was
instractive, vignrons, and practical, and drew
around him in Glasgow an attached and admir-
ing congregation, who filied his church to aver-
flewing. He was of amiable manners and af
fectionate disposiiion; but a man of aective
habits, who, like iis predecessor, the late Prin-
cipal. was possessed of husiness tuct and ability
to an extent which is perhaps rarely to be found
in clergyun. The parish in which he lsbered
in the city has heen put to an eminent degree of
efficiency in resnect of missionary supervision,
and Sabbath and other schoels. He was a man
of charitable heart, of large views and wide sym-
pathies, and was an the best terms with his
clericul brethren of all denominations. Of the
character of his mind we have evidence in his

i * Pastoral Counsels,” an acceptable work ouly
i recently published.

Dr. Robertson was assessor
fir the Chancellor in the University Court of
Glasgow.” —Scoich paper.

— e

THE CHURCH IN NOVA SCOTIA.

Meetings of Pictou Presbytery.

THE ordinary meeting of this Presbytery
was held in St. Andrew’s Church, Pictou, on
Wednesday, 7th December, 1864—Rev. Wm.
Stewart, Moderator,

There was a large attendance of members.

After some routine business, there was
presented a unanimous call from the congre-
gations of Barney’s River and Lochaber in
favor of the Rev. James MeDonald.

It was moved, secunded and agreed to,
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that the call be sustained. The Moderator
;zﬂordm ly placed it in the hands of Mr.

¢Donald, ~ Mr. McDonald stated that,
While cherishing a warm interest in these
Congregations, he did not feel himself in a
Position to accept of the invitation to become
\B®ir pastor, and begged to decline the call,

r. Mclonald was appoiited, at the request
F the people, to labor as missionary within
*id congregations from the 4th Sabbath of
8nuary tiil next meeting of Presbytery.
N he commitice appointed to confer with
“Yew Glasgow congregation in regard to the
all from Albion Mines in favor of Mr. M-
. Unn, reported that they had met with that
Ongreguiion, as appointed. ‘The meeting,
lowever, had not been so numerous as to
Yarrant any steps being taken. The moatter
¥a8 postponed till the annual meeting of the
congregation to be held in January.

Mr. McCunn reported, for the commitree
*Ppointed to visit Wallace congregation, that

® congregation was in arrears, but had
Promised to take immediate steps to pay up
'* amonnt.

‘beveral applications for certificates and

Owances were dispnsed of.
; The Preshytery tock oceasion, betore clos-
"8 the sederant, to express their satisfar-

Yon 4t the safe return of the Rev. Allan Pol-

I"k‘from his visit to Scotland.
be sederunt was closed with prayer.

he;g*{ﬂ ordinary meetingz of this Conrt was .
n St, Andrew’s Church. Pictau, en Wed-
n"“da,\'. Ist March—Rev., War Stewart,
Toderator, !

. Lhere were present most of the ministers,
“d.‘suwrul elders of the Preabatery,
H Ge Rer, G. M. Grant, of S:. Matthew’s,

'"_ :\nd deliberate with the Court,
\ Re minates of previous meeting having
een
u”‘ tead from Rev. Alex. McKay, who was
Unble 1o attend, vn actount of the state of his
eali,
fulRe‘v. Mr. MeDonald reported that ke had
ﬁ”‘ed the appointments given him at last
Meeting,
1 communication was read from the Secre.
i Y of 8t. Andrew’s Churell, New Glasgow,
Q : k . .
LJectiong that the Albion Mines portion
""11([ form a congregation hy themselves,
' Was moved, secoaded, and agreed to. that
e?a]] from Albion Mines to Rev. Rohert
weounn, River John, bs sustained. The

b od"rat(’nﬂuCC()r(lingiy placed the call in hiy
andy,

88 hig
the f
Woul

eason for doing so, that he eonsidered
¢ld of his present labours one which it
d not be well to leave.
teeq i'mhers.\\ ere m:der(-d to bring their session
vds for inspection, at naxt meeting.
Mr. McDonald was appointed to rupply

.

1alifux, was also present, and was invited to

read and anstatned, a letter of apology !

“‘}maling that that congregation have no

Mr, McCunn dectined thecail, stating |
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Wallace and Pugwash for six weeks, and
Barney’s River and Lochaber for six weoks.

Mr. Law was appointed to Albion Mines,
till next meeting of Presbytery.

It was proposed that an opportunity should
i be given to the eongregations of Wallace and
| Pagwash, Barney's River and Lochaber, of
| contributing, in common with the other cen-
gregations, to Dalhiousis College Fund ; and
with the view of bringiig the matter Lefore
these congregations, it was agreed that the
Rev. Mr. McDonald be instracted to hold
meetings for the purpose, and that the Rev.
Wm. Stewart he appointed to cooperate wita
him at Baruey’s River and Lozhaber, and the
Rev. R. McCunn at Wallace and Pugwash.

A report from Rev. John Goodwill, regard-
| ing his iabours in Cape Breton, was laid or
. the table, and read.
i 'The next meeting of Preshstery was inti-
{ mated to be held on the first Wednesday of
t June, and the sederunt closed with prayer.

The late Rev. John Martin.

i To attempt a detailed nceount of the mix-
" isterial services of him whose name stands at
the head of these remarks, and whose demise
. it became our painful duty to announce in
Jast rumber of the Record, would require
“muore space than the pages of a monthly pe-
riodieal like this can afford, and, besides, such
a task seems unnecessary, for there is scarcely
a correr of this Province where the name of
the Rev, John Martin is not quite familiar,
and where his virtues are not well known.
He has travelled as much, we believe, and
“worked as hard, as it has ever been the lot
i of an ovdinary clergyman to do. Unceasing
ftoiy, in city aud country, in sunshine and
storm, was his chosen portion. Tmpelled by
an.ardent attachment to the Kirk of Scoi.
land. and a longing desire for the spiritual
welfare of her adherents in this Province,
steadily, earnestly, and succesafully did he
“labor.  No trivial circumstance ever proved
a barrier to the exercise of his indomit-
- able zeal and fidelity in his Heavenly Mas-
. ter’s service, He was, indeed, the Father of
tour Chureh in Nova Scotia, and never for a
s moment did her interests escape his careful
guardianship. In the early period of her-
history, none stood up more manfully, or
spoke more firmly, or worked more cheerfully
and heartily in her behalf. To him was ae-
corded the henor of preaching the first ser-
mor before the first Presbytery of aur Church,
at a meeting held at ‘Truro on the 31st May,
1823, on which oceasion he delivered an able
. discourse from 1st Peter iv. 6. His settle-
{ ment aver the ecngregation of St. Andrew’s,
: Halifax, was most prolific of good resulis,—
~ hix Sabbath services bLeing largely attended,
i and the amount of church accommodation
I often proving insufficient for the crowds thas
E
|
i

arsembled to hear the youug aud popular
divine. Since demitting that charge about




18

ten vears ago, hix time had been usefully
employed, as our readers well know, as Su-
perintendent of Missions, which position gave
him many opportunities of keeping up the
devotion and hopes of our people in destitute
localities. A few months since, however, the
naturally robust and vigerous frame gave
way, and a 1ull sense of his fast-failing health
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! sorvices for these 45 years could be exhibited,
Lit must present an array of facts at once cu-
I'rious and instructive. ~But it was not only
| as Minister, but as Editor he was useful.
i His veligious paper, the Guardian, was de-
| voted principally to the cause of his Church
i and of sound ntorality. For years, also, he
| edited our Missionary Record ; and, as Su-

induced him to seek the rural gnietude of ' perintendent of Missions, he drew up those
Elmsdale, where, on the 22nd of February, i wdmirable Reports which tended to bind t}le
he meekly vielded up his spirit to Him who | Pareat Church yet closer to her Colonial

gave ir,

Without entering into detail, we give place
to the following tribute to his memory, de-
livered from the pulpit of St. Andrea’s
Chureh, Pictou, on the first Sabbath o Mareh :

“ Diep.—At Elemsdale, on the 22nd inst., in
the 75th year of his age, after a lin.gering illness,
borne with hvinble and pious resignation to the
will of his Heavenly Master, the Rev. John Mar-
tin, for many years Pastor of St. Andrew’s
Church in Halifax, and more recently Superin-
tendent of Missions
Chureh of Seotland. He has now gone to re-
ocive the reward of a good and faithful servant.
having labored long and ecarnestly in the cuuse
¢f his Redeemer.”

Had T seen this intimation last week, I
must have taken some notice of it in last
Sabbath’s service, for what ean be more just
than that one that served this Church and
Provinee 8o long should be gratefully remem-
bered, and that he that was in labors ofs, and
preached ir this town so frequently, should
have some commendation bestowed oa his
memory before the recollection of his services
shall have passed away, as is apt to be the
cage even with departed worth? But he that
has just entered into his rest deserves other-
wise for his talents, conaistence, and long and

in comnection with the |

i daughter, if not to attach the latter still more
 firmly to the former. In short, for the long
t period mentioned, did this venerable man
| either write or reach. journey or plead, in
| behalf of his feilow-eolonists. ~And it is not
,‘su'\ing too mueh, that if it be owing to the
l late Dr. McGiliivray that there should be
Kirk in this county, it is owing to the now
f departed Father that there should be a Church
of Scotland in this Province, for he rallieq its
dispersed forcea throughout the length and
| breudth of the land, and kept the flame burn-
! ng till missionaries appeared. 1 can vet re-
member how pleased he appeared, 16 vears
ago, when one secking the welfare of Zjon
came out; and how atill more pleased at his
return, 4 vears azo, to the field of labor., In
short. his devotion to the cause of his Church
was great ; and it was not a barren sentiment,
but a devotion that coat him self-denial and
energy, if not the sacrifice of means, as he is
well known to have embarrassed himself by
the pubiication of the Guardian. So wmuch
for his labors, which, less or more, he main-
Ptained till within a few vears of Lix death.
i 11, His cousistence was undouhted and
true.  He was staunch both to Church and
! State ; a true Kirk minister, whatever se-

unwearied labors in the Colonial vinevard. | cessions were made from her pale, or ad-
To begin with the last : it is upwards of 40 vances far unton with other hodign were press-
Years since Mr. Martin entered this Provinee, | ed; a firm and uralterable Protestant, what-
and, till about three years ago, he has lalored | ever politieal partizanship darkened the hori-
indefatigably for its spiritual evangelization. | zon.  And aspersed as he was for his verv

Whether as minister in Halifax., or an Super-
intendent of Missions (till enfeabled by
health), he devoted his time and energies to
the gathering in of his expatriated country-
wen, and the building up of the waste places
of Zion. He never left the hounds of the
Synod but once, and that was on 2 mission
to visit the Parent Church to procure Jahor-
ers, in which object he was very saccessful.
Whether in assisting at sacraments in seitled
congregations, or in proclaiming ** the glad
tidings” (o destitute localities, his time was
altogether occupied (except when engaged in
his own congregation in Halifax); and he

neser grudged any amount of ail or work
among our people in Pictou. This connty

can hear witness how cheerfully he obeved
its invitation when in want of services, and
Low, to the far-off corners on the one hand,
and in the towns on the other, he lahored to
supply their wants. He is believed to have
baptized more children than any other minis-
ter in our connexion; and if & record of his

firmness, by those who should rather have
taken bis side, it was his calumniators, and
not he, that deserved to be ashamed. His
was a course of integrity, conscientiousness
and coumistency too rarelv witnessed in these
shifting times,

HI. His talent in the ministry might be
Jjudged by his pulpit exercises, especially on
sucramental oceasions, when he was rich,
happy and useful in his addresses. His talent
as a pleader, in his success in gaining lahor-
ers for the field ; and as a writer, in penning
thoge resolutions to * the powers that be,”
the most admired of which were from his
most loyal pen.  For miscellaneous informa=
tion and ministerial ability, he bad not many
tuperiors. Alas! now that he has gone, we
must confess that he was not honored amongst
1 Us as he should have been. The country

people honored him ; the Highlanders flock-
i ¢d around him; they liked to tee the vene-
i rable old man, with his whitened locks that
jbore for their Church the batile and the
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‘“"eu 50 long and so well : but by too many
® was neglected or disrespected. However,
¢ gracious Being that pities the infirm and
r“‘dy has mercifully removed him (ere he has |
ONg outlived his usefulness) to where he will |
T®ceive the end ot his faith and the enjoyment

. that religion he liked to inculcate here.

No further seck his merits to disclose.

Or drag his frailties from their dread abode, |
(There they alike in trembling hope repose) |
he bosom of his Father and his God.”

d I:\ hig demin=, the Scotch Church has to |
*biore the death of its oldest minister in ;
Mtish North America, young pastors of a

Yise counnellor, and older ones of a trusty |

‘;:end. Within three years we have lost
Tee pillars of our Zion, yet the foundation

Temainsg, and our prayer is that these losses

:'“.V be sanctified to us as a Church—that
'08¢ now at the post be found faithful and

2ealous, and that we all may 80 serve in our
Y aud sphere s to have this noble commen-

'auon, “ Well done, good and faithful ser-
nt, enter thou into the juy of thy Lord.”

Presentation to the Itev. John Goodwill.

I On the 4th Mareh, a deputation from St.
ohn’s Church, Roger’s Hill, waited on their
Pastor, the Rev. John Goodwill, and, in the
Bame of the congregation, presented him with
& Mogt excellent and exceedingly handsome
,}Oggh, as a small token of their kindness.
his beautiful sleigh was built by Messrs,
®orge McKenzie, Four Mile Brook, and
n 9derick McLeod, Mount Thom, and reflects
“’_ 8mall degree of credit upon them, and no-
‘bllng less upon those who selected 8o valu-
¢ an article.—Standard.

0
Prince Edward Island.

Relort of Mjssionary Services, by Rev.
Mr. McWilliam.

To Tyr Reveresp THE PRESBYTERY OF
P E, IsLanp:

N accordance to your wishes, I row give
l".“CCOunt of my labours ia the districts
“’Kned_ to me. Since last meeting of Pres- |
P‘ﬂ".}', in September, I have officiated at St |
eme{ % Road and Georgetown, alternately,
“ehﬂmmg_ for three successive Sabbaths at
the, 8lation, ucprdmg to the arirangement
lh.,'.l made. While at Grorgetown, 1 _preach
N ¢ in the morning; at Cardigan, 7 miles
tance, in the afiernoon ; and occasionally at
h:::g'e:own again, in the evening. Lately,
; ‘«" er, the morning service is held at Car.
difg:"' to suit the corvenience of those in that
dis ict, many of whom come a cowsiderable
lance. Tie attendance at both these
‘;’“ﬂ"\[ am happy to say, is good and regu-
* There are also several stations in the

to . . )
HORtey, at which, in the course of my Vvisita- |
% I preach as often as time and_eircum. |
ARges permle agd" at a)l thess meetings, the l

.

79

attendance is encouraging. At Georgetown,
there is a weekly prayer-meeting, a sabbath-
school and Bible-class. 'These, though ofien
respectably, are yet not so numerously,
attended as they might be. At the same
time, both here and at Cardigan, there are
not wanting grounds for encouragement. The
latter congregation, though but recently form-
ed, haa shown an amount of exergy, which, it
sustained, augurs well for the future. The
great obstacle to the prosperity of both these
congregations is the unavoidable want of per-
manent services—a want which the people
feel and lament, and are most desirous to
have supplied. Could & minister be stationed
between these two charges, much greater in-
terest and energy would be awakened, and, 1
have no doubt but that they would soon, and
without much difficul.y, be self-sustaining.
As it is, it is very pleasing to report that they
have paid in full (£75) for the services they
have received for the past year. The various
collections appointed by the Synod have,also
been made, and different sums collected for
congregational purposes. There has also
been raised nearly £50 towards finishing the
manse at Georgetown, the erection of which
was begun through the exertions of my pre~
decessor, and great progress made towards
its completion, when he left. Itis now ex-
pected that it will be habitable, at least in
nart, by spring. .
In regard to St. Peter’s Road congregation,
I have little to say, beyond what I reported
at last meeting of Presbytery. Though a new
congregation, it gives evidence of vigorous
health and growth ; and the laudable desire
is ever manifested to bear their own burdens.
While here, I preach twice every Sabbath,
and occasionally at Brackley Point, 8 miles
distant, between the services. There is a
weekly prayer-meeting, at which there is a
fair attendance, and at which the members of
session take part. The Sabbath-school is
aleo numerously attended. The Bracklev
Poiut congregation, to which I have referred,
and which is still in connexion with the town,
congregation, is but recently organized, and,
though not strong in point of numbers, com-
pensate for this by their zeal and unity of
action. There is a strong desire manifested |
by both these congregations, to have a minis-
ter permanently stationed among them, and,
when thus united, there will he ample field
for his undivided labours. With a view to
the attainme it of this object, it was some time
ago proposed to erect a manse, and, heavy as
were the burdens already borne, both cangre-
gations readily entered into this proposal.
For various reasons, however, it has not yet
beén carried out, but the consideration of it
is now again resumed. :
Oa the whole, the condition of all the sta-
tions committed to my charge i8_such as to
afford ground for congratulation. Could
only the services of another missionary be
procured, the efficiency of all would be ‘very
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much promoted, and my own work would be
r1ore satisfactory, as it would then be such as
eould be overtaken,

In conclusion, 1 may state that, both at
Georgetown and St Peter’s Road, ¢uring my
wbrence, service is regularly held on Sabbath,
ennducted by the memhers of the nongrega-
ton. 1 hLave also to express my sense of ob-
ligation to the Rev. Mr. Duncan, who, in
sddition to his own labours, frequently sup-
viiea the pulpit at St. Peter’'s Road and
Brackley Point, while I am at Georgetown.

ALEX. McWILLIAM.

St. Peter’s Road, 10th Jun., 1865.

— ()

Items of Intelligence.

‘WE observe, with regret, in the obituary of the
worth, the death of James Scott, Esq.. Agent of
e Albion Mines. Mr. Scott was a most ener-
getic and successful manager of a great public
work. With great =kill and experience, he com-
bined faithfulness to his employers, and undi-
vided attention to the interests committed to him.
He employed his interest in obtaining for our
people the valuable and convenient site upon
which our Church has been built at the Mines,
and showed, on many occasions, his kindness to
eur people. As a private gentieman, Mr. Scott
will be much regretted: ard as a public man,
and conductor of a great mining companly, distri-
WSuting many thousands of pounds annually amon
the people, his loss will not be “8"{1 repaired.
We would record our sincere sympathy with his
Doreaved and sorrowing family.

Tux Rev. JouX GorpoN, son of Mr. Gilbert
Hordon, of Scotch Hill, in this County, and a
graduate ot Queen’s College, Canada, was ordain-
‘ed and inducted to the pastoral charge oiGeorgina,
York Co., Canada West, in the last week of Feb-
zaary. The population of this township is com-
posed of Episcopalians, Roman Catholics, and
wihererts of the Church of Scotland. and is in
every respect a promising field of labour for the
' young pastor.

AN interesting memoir of the late Annie Mec-
Tatosh daughter of John and Marion Meclntosh,
of Earltowu, has been published, and is on sale
at the bookstores in this town 1t is prefaced by
an introduction from the pen of Rev. Wm. Mec-
Millan, who attended her during her brief iliness.
An instructive little work, clearly and beautifully
illustrating the advautages of early piety, it is a
worthy memorial to place in the bhands of the

outh, and shonld occupy a place in every Sab-

ath xchool library.

Tur University of Glasgow has conferred the
degree of Doctor of Divinity upon the Rev. Wil-
liain Snodgrass, Principal of Queen’s College.
Canada.

THE Preshytery of Montrealare about to mode-
rate in a call to the Rev. Donald Ross, of Vaug-
han, to besome minister of Dundee.

‘The St. Gubriel Street Church, which has so
long heen the subject of litigation, will come into
(e hands of the Presbytery of Montreal, on the
15t November ensuing.

ThY. #lome Reeord contains the death of the
Rov. George Smith, of Birse. At the time of the
secessinn of 1843, Mr. Smith stud‘l‘ed the subject
debated. long and laboriously. T'he result was
that he remained in the Chureh, and his whole
congregation, with scarcely an exception. He
wrote a most profound and ably reasoned book on

-
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the scripturalness of the position an 4 constitutio?
of the Church. After the death of Mr Smith, 2
testament was found, written by himself in 18
and 1802, wherein. after committing his soul t0
God in Christ, he names two friends, elders of th¢
Chureh, as his executors, bequeaths two Jegacie®
of £100 each to the fund for the olergy’s children:
and to the poor of Brise, the life-rent of the resi”
due to his widow,and ** all my property. finally, t¢
the six schemes of the Established Church ¢
Scotland, share and share alike, viz : one share
to the funds of the Home Mission, Scheme, oné
share to the fundas of the Foreign Mission Schemer
ote share to the funds of the Colonial Mission
Scheme, one share to the funds of the Jewish Mis-
sion Scheme, one share to the funds of the En-
dowment Scheme, one share to the funds of the
Education Scheme. I leave these legacies i
proof of my love for the Church of Scotland, an
of my belief in her scriptural character an
purity.”

EgrxaTs. in Rev. Mr. Lean’s sermon, in th®
Febiuary No. of the Record : On page 24, seconﬁ
column, fifteenth line, omit the words ** a man.

SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.
1865 MISSIONARY SERVICES.
March.—~Cash from South River and

Lochaber, per Rev. Mr.
McDonald,

Cash from River Johm Con-
regation, per John Mc-
enzie, Esq.,

———

Total. £31 5 ¢
W.GORDON, Treasurer.
Pictou, March 25th, 1863.

— e ()

£19 3 6

12 30

Account of Monies received for Lay
Association, and paid to James
Fraser, Junr., Esquire,

New Glasgow.

16864 —_
Oct. 12.—By Cash from J. McKenzie,

Spring Point, Carriboo, £1 8
Oct. 25—Miss Auna F. Ross, Middle
River, 010 74
Nov. 2.—Miss Gordon and Miss Crich- 5
ton,
Nov. 11 —Walter Cameron, Upper End
Sentch Hijll, 1 Y
Dec. 6.—~Rev.Mr. Brodie,Cape
Breton;
Coliection Fast Day,£1 18 0
A.Campbell, Esq, 012 6
Collection Thanks-
iving Day, Mid-
le River, C.B., 2 17} 413 1§
(per W, Gordon, Esq.)
1865
Jan, }6.—Mrs. G. Denoon, per W. Gor-
don. Esq., .07 86
Mch, 7.—J. McKenzie, Spring Point, 017 §
Mch. 21.—Miss Ross, Middle River, j.er
W. Gordon, Esq., 03 13
. ar———
£11 16 10}
DR.
March 25.—~To _Cheque in favor of J.
Fraser,on Agency Bank
of Nova Scotia, £11 16 103

E.and O. E.
_ JOHN CRERAR,
Treasurer Picton Branch Lay Association-

Pictou, 25th March, 1865,




