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THE

CHIRISTIAL BANINER,

“{fany man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.”
S This'is love, that we walk afl.cr his conmmandments.”

VOL. VIL. - COBOURG, TUNE, 1853. NO. 6.

AN ADDRESS SPOKEN IN TROOPSVILLE, N. V. -

The following address will richly repay a careful and eritical peru-
gal. Yt was delivered at a general meeting of Disciples in the-State
of Now York, Troopsviile, 17th September, 1552, We judge that
brother A. P. Jones in furnishing the public with these thoughts has
done a good work. To press it within less room, we omit a para,
graph or two. Hay the Lord add his blessing, and to Him be all
the homnor, now, henceforth, and forever.

D. O

In ‘..”L‘im, ii. 2. it is written, * And the things which thou hast heard from .
me, among many wiinesses, tie smme commit thou to faithful men, who shall
be able 10 icach others also ;™ and Phil.A4, 17 # Knowing that I am set for the
defence of the gospel.”

It is very evident frem the foregoing remark of the Apostle Paul
to Timothy, and indeed, from the tenor of both his epistles to him,
that it was then thonght the public servants of the ‘church should be
faithful men,and carefully chosen. It cannot be supposed that either
necessity has since that day ceased to exist. The unlearned yet
stand in need of competent instruciors; and while error and wicked-
ness are reveling in high and low places of the carth, the chureh is
responsible for the defence of the gospel.

The Christian Chureh is called upon to perform two classes of
pubiic service.  Oue of these might, however. almost be called do-
mestie, for it contemplates the preservation of the bedy both in the
teath and in morals of the gaspel, yet the service is to be perfovmed
by faiti:ful, competent men, chosen by and from the wisdom aad ex-
perience of the chuvch, according to the model furnished by inspira-
tion. Tio other may, pechaps be denominated the foreigz service of
the church—for the church has forziga relaticas as well as domestie,
And while all the powers and perogatives for the adjustment and
regulation of its domestie affuirs, are o sacred deposit in cach individ-
ual chureh —like cur own civil regalations, of state and federal rela-
tion—the eanduet of forcien matter may, perhaps, be more efficient
by confederate offorts.  No fear of enoroachment upon personal Iib-
erty or the laws of rightcoasiess. nead hé apprchended asa necessary
attendans wpon a confederation of churches, however large, while théir
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14¢ THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

efforts are confined to the proper department of public service.
But our present purpose is more especially to call attention to the

* agents to be cmployed in the public ministry of the word. Till

the present time, much less attention has been paid to this subject
than to many others that have come before us. In truth we have
not been able heretofore to give to this matter that attention which
the subject demands—and it is cven possible that we are yet unpre-
pared, as a body, to give it that maturity of thought and decision
which it must eventually receive. There are certain things necessa-
rily connected with the first efforts of a successful religious reforma-
tion, which naturally fall of with growth and years. Among which
may be noted that such reforms being almost always brought into
existence by individual efforts, the public laborers, in the beginning,
recognize no specific social responsibilities.  They are not called to
the work by the body ; for at the beginning there is no body to call
them~but the body is the result, the creation, of their labors. Such
men are sometimes said to be self-called—ecalled by eircumstances-by
public neccssity—by the providence of God, &c., The love of

ments—with any movement which attracts attention.  Such men will
seldom or never yield to the wisdom of a body, which they assert to
be younger than themselves, and are not patient under orderly and
wholesome christian discipline; and others, © whose strength is their
weakness,” who attribute great consequences to their own words and

their actions, become inflated heyond measure, and are frequently
doomed to endure the mortifieation of wounded vanity. And even
great men are not always truly great. Some are ambitious and seme
are vain. There was a contention between Luther and Carlstadt,
and on the heel of it came Luther's © Epitome of the rerorated church
doctrines ;” and from that day to this Luthcrarism has been like the
¢ laws of the Medes and Persians,’ and protestantism has been divided.
Now it would perhaps discover folly in us, to presume that there have
not been, and will not be, any of the element above referred to work-
ing among us. Would it not be unreasonable to suppose thata body
should grow from a2 mere handful to a quarter of a million in a little
more thana score of years, without inviting into ils ranks and its
public trusts the wary and the ambitious? We think we have been
wiser than our predeccssors—perhaps we have been.  But our short
history has been sufficiently eventful to admonish us that there are
those who profess to love the Lord aud plead his cause, who love this
present world and its approving smiles much more. Qught we not
to fear, then, while the elements of discord are so surely mixed in
with 13 in our counsels ? Let us pray the Lord to avert ai explosion,

the body in the bond of peace. But at the same time, let us not be

|

aurprised nor discouraged should we see many of our cherished ex-
pectations defeated by internal elements. ¢ Let him that thinks he
stands, take heed lost. he fall” To meet the exigencies which the
signs of the times scem to indicate as at hand, and to break the shock

notoricty urges ambitious men to become associated with sueh move- |

doings, and flatter themselves that all successes are the results of

and the meanwhile employ our best encrgies for the preservation of |
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THE CHRISTIAN: BANNER. 145 n

of impending schism, we want—we must have—men of tried humil-
ity, experience, and talent, and devotion to God and his cause, to
stand -at the outposts and in the public places—in the midst of the
churches and among the people—to labor in 2ll their soul's energy,
in the name of the Lord, and in the power of his word, or the Reform-
ation in which we are engaged; viz: the recovery of pure primitive
Christianity from the declension of the ages, the incorporation of the
word of the Lord inour hearts, our families, and the churches—and
our homes the “ habitation of God through the Spirit"—this reform-
ation, without proper watchfulness and effort, will fail into the vortex
of worldly accommodation and compromise of all former efforts.—
They have all matured without coming up to the divine standard of
altitude, or else, like the ancient tower of Nimrod, were abandoned
before completion, hecause of the confusion of tongues. May the

i Lord deliver us from a like folly ; and so order that we be ¢ all of

one mind,” and “all speak the same things.”

"he second preposition before us, viz: the © defence of the gospel,”
ealls for yet another class of labors and laborers, or rather another
class of talents and qualifications. For he who would be successful
in the defence of the gospel, must be able to resist and repel all at-
tacks, from whatever quarter made, by its cnemies. To more fully
understand our present position and responsibilitics, a few incidental
thoughts seem to be nccessary. The skillful mariner, who would
guide his bark safely to an untried port. would not only diligently
consult his chart, but review with care hisformer observations and
reckonings.  In like manner, it may not be amiss for us to look upon
some of the strong features of the history of Christianity, and the |
mode of attaclk practiced by its enemics. at different periods. In the
beginning, when hoth Christianity and Christians were pure, it was

i thought to be sufficient to scourge its propagators and defenders, and

¢ forbid them to speak any more in that name.” This mode of attack
fiiled, although to it was added the martyrdom of Stephen and James.
The word of the Lord triumphed mightily over the consciences of
multitudes. Their usages and religions fell before the power of the
truth. * A multitude of the priests became obedient to the faith.”
Thousands and thousands heard the word of God’s good news toa

Il perishing world, and « fled away to lay hold on the hope set hefore

them” Then were the fives kindled, not only to consume the “books
containing eurious arts.” butalso to consume the bodies of the saints.
The emmity of the world and Satan spent its rage, but the gospél
trinmphed, till “ not only the citics but the open country was filled”
with those who ¢ called on the name of the Lord, and spoke often
one to another” of their present deliverance, and of the “ glory that
shall be revealed.” The cattle that were bred for sacrifices, were |
permitted to graze, unhunted on the plains of Mamre, and the bills
round about ¥phesus and Athens. The altars of Greece and Asia
Minor were mossgrown and in ruins, and the paths round about them
were green with shrubberry. The demons were banished the eurth,
and their worship had almost ceased in all its civilized ‘portions.
A new mode of attack must now be invented. - The sérvices of the’
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soldier and executioner are now to be dispensed witn for a time ; and
the scholar and philosopher enter on the contest with no less zeal and
industry than the former enemies had employed. And yet their op-
position to the gospel was honest—if honest opposition could be—for
they plainly said Christianity is a falsehood, and we will show it so.
. A respectable body, in numbers, learning, and talents, from Porphyry
to Julien the apostate, engaged in the contest. But they were con-
fronted and confuted by an Origen, a Cyril, a Chrysostom—and pos-
terity has decided that the paln of victory belongs to those who
were © set for the defence of the gospel.” A successful attack upon
Christianity was yet to be planned and exceuted ; or rather to be ex-
ccuted, for the plan was already projected. Then came concession,
accommodation, compromise. That was a sorry hour.  The bargain
was began.  Christianity had obtained a name ; and like the imagery
of the prophet: “seven women shall lay hold en one man, saying we
will eat our own bread, only let us be called by your name,”—the
cunemy hung about the borders, saying, ¢ we will eat onr own Dread
and do our own work, only let us be called by your name.” A foiled
and superannuated Paganmsm was scen, with smiles and gracefulness,
to offer his hand to the virgin in white. But on his head were many
crowns, and his hands filled with gold. The honorable places of the
world were his.  The virgin looked ; and she only saw the crowns, and
gold, and places of honor. And the bargain was consummated. = Oh,
God ! what a day was that ! The destiny of many generations was
guthered up in the issues of that one dark day. The nuptials were
at length celebrated by an emperor, who sought to give his name to
the empire. The assimilation of the manners of the two sides of the
house was now scen progressing without resmraint.  But, allegory
aside. While the church yetin some manner confessed the truth of
God and of Christ, of judgement and retribution, these truths were
neutralized by their associations with a new edition of the sheaw, games,
and mystertes of Greece and Rome ;and the morality of the gospel
was supplanted by an asceticism imported from the eust. The former
pontifl of Rome, the high priest of Jupiter and his vestal virgins,
were reflected hy o pontiff and maidens of another name. Jupiter,
and Janus, and Mars, and Hercules arve banished, Lut a St Peter
and St. John Lateran arc honored with magnificent {emples. All
the divinities, large and small, which had their ovigin in the dim past,
were forthwith ostracised—but they are presenily replaced by can-
nonized saiuts of all sorts of eharacter from & St. Martin ab his cave
to a courtesan of the court.

But it would be unpleasant to trace this begun movement through
all'its serpentine windings ; for it loved blood, and in its'slimy path
there was death. There followed a long—long-—dark night. "It was
night. The holy place where Moses stood. while beholding the flam-
ing bush; the courte and streets that David loved ; that goodly Jand,
that prophets loved and wept.; the onece holy city, over which Jesus
the Lord, cxclaimed, * O, Jeruszlem ! Jerusalem ! —would thou
badst known thy-day !"—all—all, were trodden by the fect of infidels,!
And the Papacy, with his kings, and his generals, and armies; with

B
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and his fires, ruled triamphantly over all the states of Europe. It
was night !

At length a dawn lingered in the horizon. Starting up in Ox-
ford, it was responded to in Bohemia. Wickliff was permitted to die,
although he was afterwards exhumed and burned, and his ashes scat-

{
!
l his priests, confessions, and inquisitors; with his dungeons, his racks,
!
f

! tered upon the water, but John Huss was consigned to the flames
{ alive. Lue spirit that was formerly born of the night of Polytheism,
i whose sword was reddened with the blood of James the Just, is now
© born again of the night of the Papacy. And the fires of Constance
. and of Prague are not sufficient. Qxford sends forth another of her
sons, Tyndal, the translator, and he is hanted and consigned to the
flames ; and his books, too, condemned to be burnt. For a time, one
might count the martyrs.  Bui soon the fires are burning, not only in
Swmithfield, but in Irance, in Germany, in Switzerland, in Ttaly. But
the opening light of truth was not'to be thus extingished. TFor God
still raised up * mighty wen” as in the days of David. Luther and
Melancthon, in Germany ; Zuinglius and  Eeolampadius, in Switzer.
land; Farrel, Lefever, and Calvin, in Iravce ; and whom shall we
name in our own mother isle?  Shall we name a Lattimer, a Ridley
and 2 Rodgers, memof learning, martyrs of distinetion? Tt is per-
haps sufficient simply to state that Dritain was “ not a whit behind
the very chiefest,” bub iy reality, she ¢ labored more abundantly than
all” other coeuutries—yet, peradventure, not her, but God that was
with her—{or he even * malkes the wrath of man to praise him.” TFor
an example of which, consider the history of Henvy VIIL who was
the first dubbed = Defender of the Faith,” by Pope Leo X, for writ-
©ing against Linther. and who in his rage. afterwards broke the hold of
tire sme Leo's crosier from the isiand of our fathers. The island
~veeled for o time under the weight of aceumulating responsibilities,
il Ged in his providence raised up a Cromwell, (whose truc history
is perbaps not yet written.) Cromweli iels after the strength of Hug-
- land, and-he found it in her poople.  The people, too, suw and be-
- leved. - And from that shovt reign of a week of years, enlightencd
. byanove of the light of Ifeaven than the reign of any prince, from
. d&iah of Judah till that time, Britain becanue the radiating poict of
. civil and religious liberty to the world. A

{ Batat length the martyr fires ceased, and at the warning voice.of

Cromwell, heard at the Vattican, the armies of the Cross were with-
drawn from the Appenines and the Vaudois. The cliurches. once
v azain had rvest.  Now. as on a former occasion of similar position, the
attempt is made to write down Christianity. Men of genius, if we
 may not say of learning array themselves against the gospel.  It.is
declared to be a- superstition. unworthy the attention of any but the
« stimple and the crednlous. Gibbon,the accomplished historian ; Hume,
but of little it any less note; Paine, of acknowledged ability as a
political writer, and possessing a large knowledge of the law of nations;

these, as writers in our own tongie; torsiy ‘nothing of a Voluey and :
Voltaire, and many others of like and less unote, who have writtenin -
other tongues, entered the contest openly and houorably—uer did.

oo
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they pass lightly over the ground. But these all failed, although
they have been followed by men of smaller parts, as the Owens; the
Taylors, the Underhills, and Smiths. They failed, for they called out
the talent and learning of a-Campbell,a Watson, a Jenyns, = Beslie,
a Haldane, a Littleton, and others, who have broken the force of
every infidel book ever written, or that ever can be written. Reason
and logie have themselves been brought co trial, and laid on the altar
of truth. The laws of evidence have been so nicely investigated and
thoroughly sifted, that for very shame sake, no man of any claims to
distinetion in logie, literature, or the sciences has for some years
ventured to introduee himself to the reading world as an open oppugner

triumphed, and that all its active enemies are subdued? Far other-

was laid in the grave with his fathers, that opposition to truth and
holiness were also entombed with him.  But now, asthen, the cunning,
insidious, smiling, craftiness of the serpent manifests itself in all its
. tortuous windings. Theinfidelity of the preseut period may be found
. on all the walks from the halls of the German Rationalist,to the
chamber of the Fyench magnetizer. Eacl of whom, however, with
. uncovered head, politely bows to the seriptures of truth, saying, “I grant

+ acles of the Old and New Testament are not miracles indeed—only
appavently so. The facts are all true, but only miraclous to the

* May bé found, from the study of the gcologist to the halls couse-
crated to “ spirit rapping.” Each still allowing the Bibla to be true.
And yet the morning of creation according to Moses, is the crening
aceording to the geologist. And the spirit rapyer would perhaps eor-
reet the impression of David, when hé said of Lis child that had dicd,
“ I shall go to him, but he shall not come to me”—and that it was
" doubtless severe in Abraham, net to send Lazarus to give a few adwmon-
* itory knocks in the hearing of the rich man’s wicked brethren.

The lecture room invites the man of letters and genius.  And these
are noball safe men, like the Beechers, and Durbins, and Headleys,
but they bave also their Doddses, their Parkers, their Tmersous, and
their Deweys—men who have made elocution a study ; whose periods

! grant the truth of the Bible; but thay forcibly remind one of, a char
{ acter-in Pollock, of whom it is said,

i _ . “With-one-hand he-put:

of Christian truth. Open, honorable opposition to Christianity isa
, fact of past history. Do we thence suppose that Christiunity has |

wise is the truth. They have only abandoned the open, honorable |
. assault.  As well might one suppose that when Julien the Hmperor |

i youare true—all true—O, yes.”—Baut, says the rationalist, the mir- |

ignorant and unlearned. They arc all natural results—all come |
within the powers of the laws of nature. The magnetizer the mean- X
while publishes, that men in the flesh merely,; are but the drones of ;
our race. That the active, enterprising man, by the aid of Lis talis- .,
man, may see, not fancy he sees, through the curtain which divides, |
aceording to tlie notion of ordinary persons, the spirit-land from ours. ..

arc beautifully rounded; from whese lips fall, in all the strength and .
beanty of the English language, words that seem to burn as they
‘touch along upon the seared armor of our mother earth. Theso ail

[V,
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A pennyin the urn of poverty,
And with-the other took a shilling out.”

For of whatavail is the admission of thetruth of the holy scriptures,

when the true claims of Jesus of Nazareth are held in abeyance ? |

Take one example from Dodds: The issue of the first lecture -of his
published series, represents the “man of Nazareth” as an aspirant
after @ “ true fame;” whose motto might have been « Excelsior”—
but more fortunately than Longfellow's hero, he, by a firmness of
purpose and unwearied step, at length stood upon the prineiple, as an
example to all future generations of what man may justly aspire to,
and to which he may attain :by well-directed effort. This is either
to deify man, or humanise his Saviour. Shall it be said that this is
too glaring to be dangerous? Not so. There are those who read his
lectures, who, like the man who walks in the region of a pestilent

malaria, heed it not—Xknow it not—till it is too late to retreat. The -

failing strength will not permit it.

And we should be happy to think, if i was possible, that the lec-
tures of Emerson were of a more truthful character. That they are
beautiful specimens of English literature no one can possibly deny.
Rich also in thought, and bold in style, the very soul of the author
seems to stamp itself upon every sentemce. But his ideal man is
vastly too highly elevated. For in him are discovered all the heav-

enly attributes that prophets or apostles ever conceived to be the.

essentials of eternal life.  'With him, eternal life is not “the gift of
God through our Lord Jesus Christ)? but a certain unalterable
fatality, ordained in the counselsof creation, and written in bold and
legible charactersin the cerebrum of every mortal. With him, man-
kind is to be saved not by our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, but by
a necessity which exists in his natural relations to God and the uni-
verse—to time and eternity. . With him mankind is a universal broth-
crhood, and are in nature as near as a twin brother to Jesus the
Nazarene. That he rose above the massis readily granted, but that
pre-cminence was in character, and not innature. Which things once
granted; there is no logic nor force of truth which can induce the dis-

ciple of such a master to acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ as a ]
Saviour, in any sense, of poor sinful man. Salvation—eternal life—a |
constituent and not a condition of human nature, only awaiting the ||

consummation of the cycles to develope itself in all the riches and
glory of immortality ! Alas, poor sinful, degraded man! How he
soars in his pride, and revels in his folly !

The papal power in this country is also growing bold. It is heard,
not only in the valley of the Mississippi, but in our commercial and
literary metropolis, confessing—or rather breathing its own genuine
spirit: viz. That the church of Rome has not abandoned its perse-
cuting practices from principle, but from ezpediency-—and that perse-
cutions are only inexpedient where it has not the power to execute
them. We know, then, the nature of the argument that. has stayed
her iron heart and bloody arm. May God grant long life to that
argument !

One more item must be noted. There seems at the present time a
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~wields them with an air of triumph. Is itsabolition sought, strajght-

" iterated from hill-top to hill-top throughout the land. It was never

most unwarrantable tendency to make the Bible the arena for alnost
every conflict. Is the justnéss of capital punishment to be defended,
forthwith the champion marches to the Bible for bisweapons, and he

way to the Bible again go its pleaders, with no less confidence and
triumph.  Are the wars of nations to be defended or opposed, pair-
ing off again in double sets may be seen the respective combatants,
and the Bible is the battle-ficld. Is the abomination of human
slavery—the right of man to possess his fellow man—in need of
support and defence—or is an enlightened public sentiment incensed
at the passage of a law for the capture of the fugitive from bondage—
or is that law to be opposed and its repeal sought—or is slavery
itsel{ to be opposed, in moderate temper, or in the untamed rampant
spirit of a Garrison or a Foster—to the Bible, again, march all the
belligerents.  The man of God, thoughtless of the influence he is ex-
erting, is seen there. And the man, hardened in sin, from whose
mouth may be heard # eurses and oaths, and seripture phrase,” care-
less of any moral influence, may be scen there. Brethren this is
not right. The Bible no more settles these questions than does it
that of 2 national bank or a proteetive tariit.  While there are hosts
of spectators beholding the strife, how must they be induced to re-
gard the Bible? Will they. approach its pages and its sacred apho-
risms as God speaking to them? No—surely no !

Inall these ways is the spirvit of Infidelity and of Anti-Christ
now at work. And these are not all. But the present spasc for-
bids further details.

To meet, then, the exigencies of the times, we want in the field
men of talent, piety, and means, to mee$ the hosts who oppose them.
sclves to God and his truth—men who keep themselves informed on
all the movements of the armies of the aliens. For we arc in a time
answering to that in which the ancient echurch was taken captive by
“ the mystery of iniquity.” “To your tents, O, Isracl I” should be

more true than now, that ¢ one can chase a thousand, and two put ten
thousand to flight.”

It is not urged that all who shall be engagzed in the public minis-
try of the word, must be thus prepared. This is not necessary.—
It never will be necessary. But it is neeessary, and doubtless will
be for years, that a portion of the public laborers be of that elass in-
dicated by these necessities. i

Let us then brethren come together in council * with enlightened
and liberal minds, tempered by the spirit and.love of the truth—
consolidate the meansand energies of the churches—cultivate: and
direct the talent and enterprise of the brotherhood—and call into
exercise all the means and appliances, which our Heavenly father
shall, in the riches of his gooduness, commit to our trist. “Thus labor-
ing, copying after the * meekness and gentleness of Christ,” our Mas-
ter, we will invoke his blessing and guidance, and commit our cause
to the High and Holy One. ' i3

* ¢ Come togetherin council 2’ Had ourbrethren a council in Troopsyille?
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THE BAPTISTS-—-THE DISCIPLES.

Blder Sands, a Baptist editor in Virginia, is responsible for the
following :

"The Dover Assoeiation withdrew, for the sake of peace, from snv-
cral of its churches and ministers, on the ground that they had de-
parted from Baptist prineiples. and embraced the views advoenced by
the Reformers. T'hat body deemed those peculiarities so ~itally er-
roncous, us to lead them to withdraw their fellowship from, and pro-
test most strenuously against them. The cxample of the Dove. was
followed by other Associutions, and thus a elear line of non-feliow-
ship and non-intercourse was drawn between the Baptists and Reform-
ers.

The peculiar tenets proclaimed by Reformers have since that pe-
riod been greatly modified; or at least are now prese: .ed iu a less
offensive form. The relation of what is termed an experience, is now
not so bitterly anathematized; their views in reference to the opera-
tion of the Holy Spirit are more closely assimilated to these of the
Baptists; and reformation previous to Baptism more strongly insist-
edon.

The “ peculiarities” and # peculiar tenets” to which Mr. Sands al-
ludes, we are pleased to find, are “now presented in a less offensive
form”—the peculiar tenets of having a ¢ Thus saith the Lord’ for
every item of religious faith, and insisting upon carrying out this in
all customs and practices pertaining to the Christian institution.—
These are in our party times peculiar tenets; but what a grand pity
that Baptists either in the Dover Association or any other Associa-
tion should withdraw themselves from their brethren who bold tenets
like these ! Can any Baptist explain what the Baptist denomina-
tion would lose, either ag it respects principle or standing. should
they make the Twelve Apostles their constant arbitrators in things
spiritual and eternal? Buf Mr. Sands proceeds— ‘

We baptize the candidate as a pardoned and justified sinner,.

through faith in the Redeemer—the Reformers that by the act of
baptism the candidate is to receive the remission of his sins. With
usbaptism is an act of obedience—the test of the individual’s .belief
in Christ. 'With them it secures or ratifies his title to an heavenly
inheritance.

Elder Sands, like some other scribes and elders of the people, is
either very imperfectly informed as to what the so-called Reformers

teach, or he wilfully and for party purposes states what he knows to :

be incorrect. 'Who teaches “that by the act of baptism the candi-
date is to receive remission of sing?” Who teaches that baptism

“secures or ratifies a ‘title to the he'é.ve'hiy ihhﬁ;itancé P Not -

man-in our ranks 5o téaclies, or at least'not-one’known to-us. ‘The
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apostles taught no such doetrine. We listen tothem. Their author-
ityis acknowledged. They did baptize those who “gladly received
the word,” and they baptized such ¢ in the name of Jesus Christ, for
the remission of sins;” but certainly they knew the will of the Master
better than to teach them that by tke act of baptism they were to
receive remission. It was their joyful and hearty trust in Christ—
their acknowledgment of his authority—and their yielding to him
in obedience—which gave them the joy of sins remitted. Axd as to
baptism giving a title to the heavenly inheritance, there are so many
blunders in the sentiment that it would require half a common volumne
to expose and correct them.

To make the Savieur say, “He that believeth and is baptized.”
shall bave a title to the heavenly inheritance, is an abuse of all
speech—as great an incongruity as to affirm that every man who
eats the Lord’s supper hasa title to sit with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob in the kingdom of God. Nothing is clearcr than that the
scriptures treat of two great congregations—the congregation of the
faithful on carth who enjoy forgiveness, and the congregation of saints
above who enjoy the divine and everlasting inheritance. That bap-
tism to a person who has faith in the Lord Jesus, and has repented
of his sins, introduces him into the Lord’s congregation on earth
where remission of sins can be enjoyed, is seripturally indisputdble;
but the heavenly inberitance, Paul tells us, is to be gained by patient
continuance in gospel well-doing, sceking for glory, honor, immortal-
ity. We xise from the baptismal grave to associate with the congre-
gation of the Lord on earth—ie rise at the resurreétion to associate
with the Lord’s congregation in glory. No Bibleread man confounds
these sentiments. It is therefore not only incorrect but absurd to
speak of baptism giving a title to the heavenly inheritance. Mr.
Sands need mot think tokeep the Baptists uninformed as to our

position on these grave topics, and thereby keep up walls of difference

where none should exist. It is against these Baptist high priests,
and not against Baptists as a people, that we sometimes have a sharp
word tosay. Mr. Sands, and Mr. Recorder Anderson, and Mr. Cleg-
horn, and Messrs. Crellin and Davidson should take a few more

lessons from Archbishop Hughes or our Lord Bishop of Toronto,and
leave the honest Baptists to stand upon the word as the foundationon.

which to build. The Baptists in Germany, in Scotland, and in Eng-
land bave occupied noble ground, and deserve honor for having fought

mavy 3 good battle for the Divine oracles; and we are not unwilling to
say that there are Bcptxsts in America, who, were Panl and Peter to-

< “ . 4‘_,._——-\
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return to earth personaliy, would greet them with open arms, and
esteem it an honor to labour with them apart:from all human bonds -
or man-created articles of faith—The Lord bless all who honor the
word of his grace, and testify against the humanisms of the times!

CHRISTIAN UNION--AGAIN. : .

For the Christian Banner.

Dear Broruer or Tie Banxer :—Having passed through a multi-
plicity of cares and Jabors sinece my last article was written, I now
find time to communicate with your readers again on the subject indi-
cated in the caption. ,

In my last article, I alluded to some of the excellent features
possessed by the prineipal religious families in the province. I hope
they wili bear with me while I now call their attention te the prinei-
pal errors into which they have all alike fallen—some more deeply
than others. And may I not hope that they will take it kindly while
Iwould also point out the way of escape ?

The common error of all these parties is, that they have exceeded
the appointments of the Christian Oracles; in making foundations on
which to build their churches. No doubt all of them thought more or
less of the apostolic admonition, “ let every man take heed how he
builds thereupon ;" and to secure themselves against the reception of
impreper material, they have been so particular in their deseriptions
{ of size, shape, color, weight, texture, polish, angles, lines, &e. &e. that

none of them can rcasonably espect to gain to their standards more
Il than = tithe of the human family—for not more than that proportion
l can possibly be shaped, and shorn, and streaked, to answer their
reguircments.

Figure aside—all the religious families of our country have domes-
| tic coustitutions, as well as character. And these constitutions are
I not like the « British Constatution,” as much ideal as tangible, but
! they are digested and written, and, *like the laws of the Medes
il and Persians, change not;” and by them the peculiar character-
' istic of cach family 1s stereotyped. Now although the Saviour told
i the apostlesto go into all the world and "preach the gospel to every

creature, so catholic was the doctrine withi which he charged them,
" that hemade no provision for bending, altering, or accommodating to
4 suit the tastes or peculiarities of the different. people to whom they
i should come. Nor is there any provision made for after times, when
iy the people should become so far changed in taste and msuners, as to
| consider the gospel preached by Petor and Paul antiquated, that even
| then it should be in any manner changed or compromised, so as to be

more congenial to the modern taste. o
Q, There seems to be a kind of triple question now existing in the
i public mind, growing out of the religious state of affairs:

i L Is Christianity essentially and constitutionally one ?

| 2. Is cach of the religious organized bodies, under the title of
| Christian, (or especially those who, in their pride, bave assumed to
I themsélves the title of orthodoz,) essentially and constitutionally a

i Christian Churéeh'? or,
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3. Doall the different religious bodies, considered in theéir separaté
and individual capacitics combined, give a fair and truthful exbibit
of. Christianity ; and do those families, in a confederate view, consti-
tute the Christian church,-as the different families or tribes of Israel
anciently constituted the Israclitish nation ?

Each of these views is entertained by different persons; and yet
we arc certain that only one of them can be true. Lry the question,
beginning with the 4érd:  Christianity is not, by its original desigy,
nor in the practical workings of the different churches, a confideracy ;
for there is neither federal constitution, nor articles of ccmpact con-
tained in the Christian scriptures. Norhave'these different families,
in their modern history, ever adopted or acknowledged any such thing.
The more ancient schisms of the Christian Church did adopt general
rules and articles of confederation, which was, when the eentralization
became sufficiently strong, named “Xoman Catholicisin” At the
solicitation of Merle D’Aubigue, in 1840, a congress of representa-
tives was held in London with the avowed intention of forming a
“World’s Alliance”—an alliunee, or confederation of the Protestant
families of the world. The effort was an aburtion, and every philan-
thropist, and ‘lover of pure, unadulterated Christianity will thank
God that it was a failure. .

The sccond question cannot be true—certainly not frue in the
aggregate. For, if the Presbyterian church is, constitutionally, the
Christian church, the Methodist is not ; and if the Mcilodist is, the
Baptist is not; and if the Baptist is, the Episcopalian is not,and so
on to the end of the chapter. And it requires but & casual observer
to sce that therc are opposing elements in the different religious
bodies—each against all-—and if the members thereof should be
induced to feel a wnion towards each other for Clrist’s sake, they
are kept frem the exercise thercof for pariy’s salke. No union is
ever felt and exercised by them except in times of great excitement,
when the fever rises above the party constiiuizon. And at such times
the party cxistence is always éndangered.

Weare then cempelled to fall back: on the first question, viz : that
the Christian clurch is essentially and constitutionally one; and to
this we are obliged to add, that whatever tends to the introduction or
perpetuation of schism, is necessarily auti-christian and sinful. In
view of his the Saviour prayed that all who should believe on him,
through the word of his aposties, might be one, +as thou, Father, art

in me, and Iin thee, that they onay be ose in us,” John 17;21. To |

whatever cause we may assign the divisions existing among the profes-
sing christians, they cannot be assigned to thé * wholesome word”
committed by the Lord to his apostles.

So faras we have any history in the preinises, the first schism it
the christian body was affected by apparently a very small matter.
But it served its parpose as an entering wedge. It was simply 2
name—not thé name of the body €xcept by mference. It was, “1
am of Pawl, and Iam of Apollos, and I of Cephas.’’ Small matiers
these, when we consider that Paul, and Apollos, and Cephas all
preached the same things, and neither of them was identified vith

e
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the schism. So schism began, and, as such, was condemncd:by- the
Apostle Paul as carnal. * Behold how great s matter a little fire
kindles.” And surely these are more honorable names than even

Calvin, Luther, and Wesley. .

However trifling the cause of schism or however great,in the
beginning, no such schism could be perpetuated -without reducing its
featvres to system, and canonizing its ordinances. Schism was first,
and ereeds and confessions followed. In truth, creeds, decrees,and
systems of theolugy, emanating from leader, council, and conclave, are
but the natural offspring of a divided Christianity, who, like dutiful
il children, faithfully suppors their parvents. Schisms generate erceds,
i and ereeds perpetuate divisions. The complete order is, carnality
i produces schzsms, and sckisms produce creeds, and creeds perpetuate
|| schisms, and schisms perpetnate carnality. This is the civele—a
{1 kind of self-acting aftair, like the clock which wound itself up. Who,
it then, dare to defend, asallowable in the sight of Heaven, the divided
state of the Christian profession, or the existence or necessity of ereeds
i] of human origin? No more can there exist divisions, and ereeds for
)| their perpetuation; in Christianity, without carnality at the root,
! than there can exist a circle without a centre. Different religious
(f parties with their individual interests to sustain, ereate opposing
4 interests, which will, beyond control, produce: opposing action—this
4 engenders strife ; and strife, bitterness and envy.  But “we write for
i those who can read and reason.” For such 1f is needless to say -
# more respeeting the evils of division ; and for those who cannot or
4 will not reflect, itis useless to say any thing.

{  All thereligious systems with which I am acquainted, (even Mor-
¢ monism included) have some—nay much—of Christianity in them.
ii But the mixture is like that of vinegar and water—icn parts pure
ij water to onc of vinegar will not purify the vinegar, but the one will
i adulterate or corrupt the water. Thus is Christianity adulter-
ated by the 2e2sdom of men, and not the wisdom of men purified by
the admixture of christianity. Christianity is emphatical’ly pure, di-
vine, heavenly. Iis trutbs ave sevealed truths, transmitted to us by
i the record  The difficalty which esists as a bar to ehristian union,
is tho incorporation with it of foreign truths, or of theories and sen-
timents which are 220t #rue 2 There are many truths in the universe
which are not christian truths. These, although revealabic in their
own places, are injurious when combined with chvistianity, for by
4 thew it is eorrupted. Christianity is not of phifosophy, but of rev-:
dation. Ttis therefore to be reccived as it is contained in the
« christian oracles, or it is not received at all. This may be reduced
it 10 the following argument : The christian religion is from God, not
i from men. It was revealed to man, not discovered by his research.
n Itiscontained in the sacred oracles, not in the clements or develop-
u ments of man nor nature. It must, therefore, be obtained from the
i record, or from God again by revelation, or it is not obtained-at all.
+ There are four schools of religion in Christendom, viz :
¥ 1. The Transcendentalist;who imagines a true religion is to be

i derived from pature—or that it is a legitimate developement of hu-
¢ manity.
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* ‘2, The Mormon, e id omni genus, Who claims to-receive the trugh

by immediate revelation.

3. The mass of religious professors of our day, who claim te receive
the truth from the sacred oracles, from the wiedom and experience of
the men, and by direct revelation. 1

4. The Chrstian, who claims to receive the truth from the sacred |,
oracles, and asii was revealed from Heaven through our Lord Jesus |,
Christ ; alleging that % no man knows the Father but the Son, and he ,
to whom the Son will reveal him.» And that, although “the law 0
was given by Moses, grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” 0

Trom the foregoing it is apparent that the only legitimate bond of
union that men can recognize which will be approved in Heaven, is |,
the revealed truth ; and the only evidence of divine approbation which |,
any one can rationally enjoy, is a conformity of character to the ob-
ligations and precepts accompanying the truth, eontained also in the

schristian oracles.

To effect a union among the professors of Christianity, it mustbe a
Christian union; and a christian union involves not only a reverence
for and acknowledgment of the divine word, but also a renunciation
of every thing of human origin as a bond of union—whether it comes i
from popes, councils, conventions, sages, philosophers, or fanaties. Al), |
all—must go alike. Smith, the seer, who dug up the chronicles of "
Nephi, and Ether, is as much entitled to_the honor of decslaring fund- |
amental truth as gny of the popular Leaders. Theadore Parker, |
the Neologist of Massachusetts, is equaily with John Calvin, entitled |
to that honor.  The cirele of # Spirit Rappers,” who keep and chatter |
in some dark corner like frogs, in this respect may be arrayed sideby
side with the council of Trent, or Westminster convention. The silly
yodomontade and burlesque or philosophy of A. J. Davis, is no more ¢
certainly to be rejected, as a divine standard of truth, than the “ Ep. |
itome of the Reformed Church Doctrines,” prepared by the candd |
angd thinking Melancthon and approved by the great Luther. :'

To be a christian isto enjoy and sustain a certain relation to God,
our Heavenly Father, in Jesus Christ our elder brother. Itis nota
relation to God, in Wesley, Calvin or Luther. It is to be obedient to ‘:
Jesus Chuist our Lord, according to the oracles delivered by the col- |
lege of holy apostles. It is notto be obedient to him, according to ,
the decrees and ordinances declared by Roman, Swiss or English col- |
leges, however wise and pious their professors. ::

In conclusion Jet it be affirmed that christian union involves the
practice of christianity, and the practice of christianity involves chris.
tian union. The whole secret lies in this. The wisdom of this world
cannot effectit. “Isany one wise in this world, let him becomes |
fool that he may be wise.”

Ttis all to no avail that good men desire and pray for christian
union, unless they are willing to renounce party and party ties for g
Christ’s sake. Nay, more, unless they not only are willing to 7c !
nounce, but will actually do so. May the Lord grant that his chil-;
-dren be all strong in the word of his grace. .

Yours, in the kingdom and patience*of Jesus,
J. e e

—
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REFORMATION OF DISCIPLES. .
Newstead, N. Y., 10th Feb., 1853.

BrorBER OLIPHANT : DEAR Sik:—~Were I in the habit of writing
for the Press, I would give you an account of the present prospects
of the Disciples in this (Erie) County. Andnow I will write and
send, leaving you to do with it as you please.

So far as I am acquainted, the brethren have manifested a spirit
of liberality in sustaining the missionary cause in Western New York.
We have more funds raised than men to labor. Brother Moss has
been laboring of late in Williamsville, and I am informed that eight
or ten have obeyed the gospel. Ourmnuch esteemed brother Stevens
is doing much good in his field of labor, necar Buffalo. Clarence con-
gregation is not blessed this yeir with a revival nor with additions
to its number ; yet we arc not discouraged. The little chureh in
Wales is steadfast and means to perseverein the good cause.

Now, my good brother, if it is not being a fault-finder to state things
which in my judgement serve fo retard the progress of the trath of
Zion, I will just name a few of them. First, a spirit not to bear re-
proach from without. TFor instance, ‘a vain conceited individual de-
nies the truth as taught in the sacred oracles—ridicules believers’ bap-
tism—casts reproach on the Disciples. Now in my judgement when
our talented preachers follow up such an one to get him into a publie
discussion, ithey act unwisely and do injury to the cause. Better (|
do and siy as David, 2 Samuel, xvi. 10. Shemei cursed David and
called him a reproachful name. Zeruiah said, “ Let me go and take
off his head.” But David said,® Let Lim curse”  Oh, if our talented
brethren would let such men curse, and they preach the pure gospel,
they would do the cause more good. May I nobt say to such, as Da-
vid said to the king of Isracl, 1 Samuel, xxiv. 14, * Who does the
king of Israel pursue 2—a dead dog or aflea?” Too small a business
for a king! And the other too small a business for our most able
proclaimers. I am not opposed to a fair discussion with a fair man.
But I am opposed to meddling with that class of men who live only
in muddy water. ILet them alone, and they will do but little- hurs.

Another practice, which I shink detrimental, is that of sending
abroad vnee a year for preaching help, and teaching the people that
nothing can be done without them. When this is established, the sin-
ner waits for the year to come round that he may submit to-the gos-
pel. Christians say nothing about their children or friends obeying
the gospel but once a year. Thisis wrong. A sinnet once said to
mewhen I askedhim to yield $o the gospel, ¢ I will wait till the next
yearly meeting ; ” and I preached that individual's funeral sermon
before the next yearly meeting came. O for an every day religion
and a disposition to do what s our duty now.

Another dificulty among usis, our evangelists scem to want fo get
something new that may attract people’sattention. For instance, one
finds out that Paul did not say right when he said, 1 Cor.xv. 44, It
is sown a2 natural body; it is raised a spiritual body :’ .and.so. he
will-labor to show that the body will-be raised-a natural body. In‘a ' g
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word, there is too much of the spirit of speculation on these subjects,
which is not calculated to advance picty, but contention.
Yours in hope
I.J. Brown.

*.* From what we have seen in sundry seetions in the land of our
veteran Blder Beown, we conclude that the last two paragraphs of
his letter demand grave and most serutinizing attention.  The words of
Paul in Hebrews v. 12, might be pondered with advantage by very
many. What 2 race some Disciples are running | The Lord preserve
them from sectarianism of the worst and most destruotive’type. * *
The church at Clarence it appears has not: been favored with a rev-
varL recently.  We are sorry the brethren need one.  Are they dead
or sick nigh to death ? Toreviveis to refive. This implies three
things,—former Jife, then a falling away, and lastly a liveng again.
This is a revival. T'o add numbers to a chureh, formerly of the
world, is no more arevival than it is a commitment of them to the,
State prison.  Nor as it respeets the chureh is it o revival—unless
. the brethren are very low down in the valley of death. Lut some of
‘the churches to which: Elder Brown refers, do, without doubs, require a
revival.  They are sickly or dead eleven months out of the twelve,
‘and thic other month they have a feverish, excited, dclirious joy not
according to the spirit and the gospel of Christ.  If these churches
could ever have been described as ¢ walking in the fear of the Lord,
and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit,” Acts ix. 31, they do certainly
now need a revival, or a thorough, deep, abiding, unmistakeable refor-
mation. We recommend the medicine of the Word in eopious doses.

ELDERS--NO. III.

Brother Overholt :—While giving due heed to what Paul says
about elders, we are not to have our eye upon ¢ Lay Elders * Rul-
ing Elders,” nor ¢ Clerical Elders” as constituted by the men of this
‘gencration  The elders of congregations in the days of Paul, Silas,
Barnabas, and Timothy were notlike any of these. You will agree
‘with me that we need vigilance to adhere to the primitive model.

The elements of character to'be found in those eligible for thé “good
work" that eldersare required to perform, are given by Paul in these
words :“ The hishop [or overseer] must be unblamed, the husband of

--one wife, vigilant, prudent, of comely behavior, hospitable, fit to'teach ; |
not given to wine, no striker, but gentle ; not quarrelsome, not a lover
of money ; one who rules well his own house, having his children in
subjection. For if 2 man knows not how to rule his own house, how
shall-he take care of the church of God? Not a nely convert, Jest being
puffed up with pride he fall into the snare of the devil. Moreover,
‘he must have-a good report of them who are without, lest he fall into
xeproach and the snare of the devil™ So reads 1 Tim. iii. 2. 7, a
part of whieh is quoted from the new version. Here it may be noted
thiat-the-apdstle:looks at the candidate for the elder’s work in four
different-points of view—his negative traits of character, his positive
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traits of character, his social state and habits, and his aptuess intel
lectually. As those in this position are to be examples to the con

gregation, % itseemed good to the Holy Spirit” to make choice of
men who would be in all relations in life exemplary ; and the apostle
has covered the whole ground in a few words. Ior when we find
men who have the traits, habits, and negatives mentioned by Paul, we
may be certain that there is not a department in Jifo where they will
fuil to exhibit the grace of the Lord Jesus and do honor to their offi-
cial calling. .

Tiet us gather together Paul's negative recommendations:

1. Not & new convert.

2. Not alover of money.

3. Not quarrelsome.

4. Not  striker.

5. Not fond of wine.

In one or two instances the apostle gives reasons why the negatives
must be considered. If a new convert should be chosen; he would
he liable to think too much of himself, and satan would use his self-
esteem as a trap to ensnare him ; and this would not only prove fatal
to himself but would tend to disgrace the congregation who appoint-
~d him. And any one, though not a new convert, who would be
equally vuluerable in this respeet, is, without doubt, unqualified on the
like principle. Should he be a money-lover, or given to anger, or
disposed to gratify his appetite with wine or strong drink, he could
not show forth the excellencies of the Master, who, though rich be- |
cams poor for our sake, though provoked was still meek and gentle,
and though he could obtain all things by a word yet denied. himself
that he might minister to the wants of suffering men. Inthis age,-as
much perhaps as sny other in the world’s history, special care is
needed to sec that a lover of money is Bot chosen to be un overseer.:
¢ they that will be rich, fall into temptation” themselves, and if in -of-
fice, mstead of building up and enriching the congregation, they will
impoverish, degrade, and world-ify it. ILknow of no greater impedi-
ment to the true advancement of a church of the Lord than a prop-
erty-loving elder. And yet it ig to be feared that this species of
idolatry is so pcpular and has such a hold upon all classes of mep,
professor and non-professor, that the apostolic negative is seldom duly
regarded if at all considered.

The positive qualifications laid:down by the apostle, 2re—

. A good report from those without.

. A judicious raler of his household.

. A gentle manner.

Able to teach.

. A hospitable disposition and habit.

. A comely deportment.

. A prudent man.

. Also vigilant, ’

. A husband, not of two or ten wives, but one wife.

10- A faithful' man—blameless asa steward of God. R
‘Sick 4n enumeration of affirmative: traits and habits naturally
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lead us to the conclusion that the position and work of elders are cap-
itally important and weighty., Had we no other proof that their
work is a very responsible one, we .ald have ample evidence of
it in the simple record of these quaizations. The tongue of wisdom
—the eye of watchfulness—the voice of correction—the graze of
prudence—all arc called for in the discharge of duty; and assuredly
all these are needed while acting a faithful part in taking the over-
sight of a congregation and watching for souls “ 2s those who shall
account” to the supreme Bishop and Judge of All

I understand that elders are to teach—guard—rule. These three
express the whole work. The basis of the qualifications for each is to
be found in the good cxample of the elder himself ; for his teaching
will go but a little distance in the right direetion if he himself lives a
careless life—his guardianship or watchfulness over others must be
exceedingly profitless if he begin not at his own soul—and his rul-
ing will be as worthless as the acts of amadman if he omits to gov-
ern himself. Paul, guided by the Spirit, knew this, and gave diree-

Actsxx. 28.  As aman of vigilanee, he is to ¥ watch for souls,” Heb.
xiit. 17. As one who rules well, he is to exercise authority not as
“lording it over the heritage of God,” 1 Pet. v. 3.

That the bishop or elderis warned not to lord it ever his fellow
saints—that he is required not to be self-willed—that he is called
upon to watch asone who shall account to the Lord of heaven and
earth for what he does,—all go to prove that he is in a position where
it is possible for him to be a despot. Hence the wisdom of attending
strictly to the apostolic directions in making choice of him, and of hav-
ing him fully ¢ proved"” before being appointed or ordained.

Now let it be noted that each congregation, as intimated in my
last, is to have its own elders; and let it also be observed that the
duties of the elders pertain to the members of the congregation. To
preach—to baptize—to bring persons into the chureh, do not, officially,
belong to elders. They are to take care of the members of the church.
Trhie, some whoare appointed to the oversight of the church may
have the necessary, gifts to * labor'in word and doctrine ;” and the
church can sustain them in thus laboring ; but they labor ina double
capacity, and not simply as elders, in so doing. -

I know that we have all been so accustomed to look at the elder’s
office through a partizan medium, that it is difficult to see what belongs
to it and what does not. The office covers a large space, but its eir-
cle appertains to the members of one congregation ; and indeed this
circle is not so broad but what the office of deacon has its legitimate
sphere. And the evangelist also has his lawful place, as occasion
requires, not only away from but likewise in the congregation. Here
let me for a moment econtrast what Rome teaches and what Jerusa-
lem teaches. Rome has succeeded in making men believe that the
affice bearers of the church are graduated upon a scale which runs up
and down like the steps of a stair. The Pope is at the top and the

tions accordingly. As an instructor, heis to # feed the church of God,” |

door-keeper at the bottom of this scale ; and eack in turn 1is subordi-

nate to the ecclesiastic above him. This is the grandest farce inthe

Vo
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universe ; but papal Rome and episcopal England are kept up by it.
Jerusalem countenances no such military arrangement. All the offi-
cers of the christian church are¢, in one cardinal respect, upon a level
—they are chosen by the congregation, and receive all their right,
title, and authority to do and to teach from their brethren in Christ
according to the wisdom of Christ—hence all have the same official
unction. There cannot therefore be any superiority as it respects
office in the church of the living God. As it respects gifts, speaking
like Paul # after the manner of men,” one class of officers may require
superior endowments, or which is the same thing, more varied and ex-
tensive qualifications. Forexample, both deacons and evangelists
need, in'the discharge of their duties, a greater variety of gifts and
energies than elders, simply because their obligations arc of such a
nature as to call for these gifts and cnergies. 'This, thoughnot well
understood, and perchance as unpopular as it is misunderstood, has,
nevertheless, T believe, the sanction of the sacred Book ; and to that
standard it is more wise to yield than to pander to eustom or common
sentiment.

The elders however have a large place assigned them by the Holy
Spirit ; and in the faithful performance of the obligations therein im-
plied, there is the performance of what Paul calls 2 “ good work,”—
The elder in being “ apt to teach” is to be “able by sound doc-
trine both to exhort and confute gainsayers " taking heed to avoid
questions which minister strife rather than godly edifying. For there
have always been ¢ unruly.and vain talkers” ¢ teaching things they
ought not ;” and unless the overseer is well skilled in the * doctrine
which is according t¢ godliness” he will be like the blind leading the
blind, as likely to “teach for doctrines the commandments of men”
and induce strife and contention, as te teach ¥ the things which become
sound doctrine.”” The very first command of Paul to certain clders-
(whether official or otherwise) who met him at Miletus, yes, the. first
injunction he lays upon them after referring to his own example,
was, “ Take heed to yourselves,” Acts xx. 28. Then he mentions
watching over others, and subsequently refers to their labors in pre-
siding or ruling, which, far from being upon a worldly principle, should
‘be modeled by the Master in takipg care of the weak. A worldly
spirit pays much attention to the great : but the spirit of Christ looks
after the feeble—those that most need help.

Aud while the elder should be a teacher, at least so far as to
teach from house to house, yet as a teacher he has less to do than in
the two other departments of his calling—guarding and ruling. He
is a poor shepherd who only throws 2 mouthful of provender now and
then to his flock. He is an unworthy father who only supplies his
table with eatables. The shepherd is:to have his eye on every side.of
the flock lest the wolfappears: he is to be a guard always on-the watch.
In other ivords,« vigilant.” The father in the family circle is:to fur- |}
nish other necessaries beside food : give counsel, minister comfort. and |}
admininster correction in all faithfulness-and affection. Now Paul
would have the.elder to- be. qualified; among other. things, to:govern

-well in-his.own family. . -~~~ .. 7 S
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But here 1 am‘ealled away to discourse to an assem bly, and must
bid you adieu for the present.
Yoursin the love of the gospel,
Cramahe, 23rd May. D. Oviruant.

TIE NEW TESTAMENT STANDARD.
Raleigh, 18th March, 1853.

Brorner Orivmant:—Though personally a stranger to you, yet
having become acquainted through the medium of your valuable
Monthly, I am encouraged to address you a few lines. In the first
place I would observe that it is about eight years since I becamo a ||
member of the Baptist Church in Montreal; at which time I, together
with one of the leading members of that church, advocated the very
principles which you have so ably contended for in the Cliistian
Banner. 1 refer to your valuable articles on Position and Principles
|| of Disciples, Preachers—Pcople, &e., principles which if curried out
in their bearing with revelation would effectually advance the cause
of Christ. It is now five years since I settled in this region, during
which I have had to contend with many of the viseissitudes of this
life; and though unconnected with any chureh I still enjoy the con-
solation of the gospel. There is now a body of Baptists within threc
miles of my residence who associated as a church many years ago;
but about the time I settled here they were entirely disorganized.
About a year ago Elder Fitch came along and again associated them
on the prineiple that old quarrels were not to be mentioned. Healso
on that occasion and on another baptized, I suppose, upward of
twenty.

Mr?Fitch has made them another visit this winter. I happened
to be present at a meeting lately, previously to which T had some con-
versation with Mr Fiteh on such topies as Klection, the inconsistency
of Calvin's views, Faith or belief being voluntary, and preceded by
the gift of the Holy Spirit—on which we scemed to agree. After
the Elder's address, he wished to hear those present say something
for God, as he termed it  All related something peculiar to them-
selves and their feelings. I also being looked for to speak, though,
not-a member, read for instruction part of the second chapter of the
Acts. We there found that the great characteristics of this mother
church were that they continued steadfast in the apostles’ doctrine,
breaking of bread, fellowship, and prayers; and by reviewing Peter’s
memorable sermon throughout, we found that the prominent features
were the Divinity, Death, Resurrection, and Exaltation of Jesus, in-
culeating on the men of Israel repentance, baptism, and offering
remission of sins; and the gift of the Hely Spirit--that a chureh
founded on the foundation of the apostles, however sequestered or
few in number they may be, have the Lord’s assurance that he will
be with them ;—that the mfluence of such may be great while others
behold their order, their honorable walk,and their love for one another
and.exemplary lives, reporting that God is in them of a truth. That
so-far as I understood, the church-had appointed Deacons, but .were
without Elders, and in this they were not followers-of the primitive

——
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churches. The elder here replied there were none qualified. X in-
quired if it was the qualification required in the Epistles to Timothy
and Titus. IHe insinuated that the Baptist church was one through-
out Canada, and always had its Elders, though a year or more ab-
sent from them. DBut as I used the term churches, in the plural, he
denicd asserting that the church was one and not many. It was vain
to speak of the churches of Judea, churches of Galatia. Now,asa
Baptist I never did and never can agree with these views. I would
be gratified if some able pen of the Baptists would take up this sub-
ject, as L have too high a respect for the Dbody to suppose that asa
community they hold such anti-seriptural views.
A BarTist.

If this refers to Mr. Fitch of Blenheim, he will, if a seribe, be able
lo answer for himself. IIe is a fluent speaker, warm as a spiritual
oven, and an accepted revivalist of the modern improved stamp.—
We send him this Number, which he will please accept with our re-

spects. D. 0.
PRINCIPLES AND PURPOSES OF TIE CURRENT RELIGIOUS
REFORMATION.

A series of articles published in the Millennial urbinger, written by
R. Richardson.

I was so much pleased with these articles—in matter, form, and fact
—that I fully made up my mind to write brother Richardson a for-
mal request to re-issuc the whole in a nest pamphlet; but, while I
“thought thercon” behold just such a pamphlet—from the Doctor’s
own hand, all trimmed, ready for a perusal, came to hand.

I take this medium to acknowledge my gratitude to him for this
good work. Not that he bas given any thing new ; but in 2 pamphlet
of 36 pages he has spread before the reader whatthe title indicates;
and, in sucha style that “to read, mark and inwardly digest” it, is
to be convinced that the “ principles and purposes of this Reformation?
are from God ; and the only principles on which the lovers of God
and truth can unite for time and eternity. He gives as the basis of
the reformation; 1. That the Bibleis the book of God; and, that
2. Private judgment is the right and duty of man.

This is all he asks the reader to concede. The chapters are— -

I. The distinétion between faith and opinion.

IL The Christian Faith," *'

IIL The basis of Christian Union. .

IV. Patriarchal, Jewish and Christian Institutions.

V. Commencement of the. Christian Church.

VI The attion and dés‘ig'n‘l of Big)tis}i::.

T =TT g T
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VIL The agency-of the Holy Spirit in convérsion acd sanctifica-
‘tion. : |

VIL Weekly communion.

IX. Church Government.

The points are not sufficiently elaborated for the common reader;
but, for the host of preachers, of all classes and of all ages, it is a
desideratum. Would that every professed herald of the truth in
the world possessed it. DMost of them need such an arrangement of .
faets to teach them how even toread the Living oracles.

W. W. E.

SUCCESS OF THE GOSPEL.

More than ordinary interest has been manifest in the faets, com-
mands and promises of the gospel, in various parts of this province for
some months past. Near the close.of last ‘year we had scveral valu-
able additions to the congregation in this city. The souls of the breth-
renwere greatly encouraged and strengthencd.  Since the commence-
ment of the year our zeal and activity has somewhat fallen off. We
have received but one by iramersion.

The Wesleyans and Baptists have been extremely dilligent .and
active. Their meetings have been continued—I should judge from
appearances—for months. Their success has been commensurite
with their ardent cfforts. So large a proportion of the attendants on
the Wesleyan ministry have been rantized in their infancy, it is not
very obvious to the public how many have been added to “ class” or
“society.” But thetwo baptist churches,in the ecity, and the church
in Carleton, have had immersions every Lord's dayfora month or
more. The « Free Baptists” have also rejoiced in the increase of
their flock, '

Brother Hughes writes from Milltown, that the little congregation
organized last fallis living inlove and unity, and have recently added
five—one by immersion—the others:before baptized.

" At Deer Island, in Passamaquoddy Bay—one of the largest of the
cluster called West Isles—there hasbeena great and a very general
interest in the things of religion. ¥rom .one end to the other .of the
Island scarcely a family, but has manifested more or less concern for

- St

famed for revivals, has led off in the work. I am not exactly informed
as to the number of the converts ; but I hear that he has immersed
over fifty. 'The ¢ Christian Connection” has many adherents on the
Island. Indeed its ministers have been, for along time more accept-
1 able, as laborers, than any others. - .

The disciples of the Lord, organized at the lower part of the Island,
two or three years since, have co-operated with Elder James B.
Barnaby. He has metand labored with them abouthalf of the time
since. There have been also quite.a number of brethren scattered
all over the Island—sympathizing more or less with us—for many
years, without feeling, or atleast manifesting, that interest in the or-

their future salvation. Elder Rideout—a baptist minister—quite ||

o
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der and ordinances of the Lord’s house which characterized the prim-
itive disciples. Many of these begin to realize the importance of con-
tinuing in the aposties teaching, the breaking of bread and prayers.

Elder Barnaby has.become greatly encouraged—enjoys: the co-op-
eration of a much greater number of the brethren, indeed the prayers,
labors and exhortations of the brotherhood were as of one man. The
disciples seemed to be of “ onc heart and of one soul.” The result
was what might have been anticipated—indeed, what is always real-
ized by united, truthful, zealous cfforts,—the blessing of the Lord and
the conversion of souls.

The little flock numbering about twenty, the first of March, now
rejoices in & communion of at least sixty—iwenty-forr of these added
by immersion: I spent a few days with them and had « refreshing
season. I ouglit here to remark that two discourses given by Xilder
Barnaby, one on Rom. i. 16 —The Gospel, God’s power tosave; and
the other on Tmke xxiv. 45. 47—The repentance and remission of
sins proclaimed among a1l nations;beginning at Jerusalem, were greatly
blessed to all who heard them. The times demanded. them, and they
were in season.  They gave proof of the wisdom of the adaptation of

meaus to the end desired. O, how necessary tohave the preaching |

adapted to the people—the times and seasons, and at the same time
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. :
A few whole hearted, noble souls have made great efforts: to build

i a mecting house at this point, aud have succecded ; and although

the burthen has-fallen on a few, yet we trust they will never regret
it. They hoxe heard so many rejoice within its wallsalready, they

¢ cannob hui be grateful to the Lord that they were stimulated to suchi

benevolent ciforts; and now they should thank God and take cour-
age. -May they all grow up unto Christ their li~ing head in all
things.

One of the-evangelists of the “eastern-co-operation” brother Gatraty,
has been waking an cffort in the city of Gardiner, Maine. The gos-
pel by him announced has produced a great sensation among the

. clear headed, shrewd Kennebecers. May it take deep root, for -the

United States do nob prodice more hardy cnterprising men- than

i those reared on the hillsides and in the valleys of the Kennebee. I

am not yet prepared'to give details. A small company already meet
every Lord'sday to commemorate the sacrificial death of Jesus.—
Some have recently been immersed ; and, in the judgement of -several’

+ brethren, a great work has commenced. May the Liord by his: own

means, carry it forward to its final consummation. Gardiner is an
important point. Within a radius of six miles there are; perhaps;

thirty thousand’seuls parceled out among nearly all the sectsin Chris- |}
; tendom andnota-dozenhave ever before heard the gospel as proclaim-

ed by the apostles-with the Holy Ghost sent down fronvheaven. liet

prayer, then, unceasing bo-made that ¢ the little one-may become a ||

thousand and the small one a strong hation.” O that they may be

wise'to give a good reportof the fraits of Canaan. May the facts, ||

commands, and jroniises:of “the gospel be their themes. May tliey.

l

sy

, be'saved from those wilesof thie dévil which lead the:zealous-disciple i1+
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to join with the opposers in the discussion of false issues—debates
and strifes of words which gender evil spirits and lead from the truth.
O for the spirit, the courage and diligence of Nehemiah, promptly to
say, ¢ Weare doing a great work—we cannot come down’—bpelieve
the facts—obey the commands—rejoise in the promises of the gospel
aud then we will think and talk over these other themes and sce if
they possess any real value—if they are worth a moment’s considera-
tion.

We trust that our next quarterly report will be still move encourag-
ing than our last, that ail who love the Lord and apostolic truth will
be more and more sensible of the value of a zealous co-operative
cilort to sound cut the word of the Lord.

W. W L.

Since our last report Bro. Barnaby has cheered us in our eflorts to
disseminate the truth, by the intelligence, that, to tie litile fiock at |
Deer Istand, eleven more had been added by immersion, and prospeets
still encouraging, May they be kept by the power of God untii the
day of final and complete redemytion.

Several dear friends and kindred, in the flesh and v the Lord, have
recently been added to onc of tie churches at Bastpoit.

One of our pioncer evangelists, brother G Garraty, is now in the
city, waiting an opportunity to ascend the river by steamer to_visit
his family.  Very relu anily he left his field of labor, the condition
of his family demanding kis prec.mee for a short time. Iz left a vig-
orous congregation of the Lord at ardiver, Me., numbering tacenty-two |
—fourtecn of them men. Intérest inthe cause unabated.  We hope
that his temporary absence may provea great blessing to the little
flock, by calling into the work their giits ; and by teaching them that
self-reliance which is always neecessury to constitute an efficient con-
gregation of the Lord.  Yet bis speedy return is desirable, for the
benefit of those who have not yot obeyed the gespel.

Brother G.'s anticipations of a general dissemination of apestolie
principles, through the valley of the Kennebee, are sanguine.  3May
they be more than vealized.

In order to this, the disciples who have enlisted, must constantly
realize that all, by whom they are and may be surroanded. will look
upoit them as exponents of the prineiples received and defended.— i
Their life and conversation therefore should constantly be a manifest- l‘
ation of the virtues of Jesus—an exhibition of the fruits of the Spirit, |
#against which there is no law.”

W, W. B,

H
!
'
S¢ Jokn, April 15th, 1855. E
!
]

EVANGELIST'S REPORT. ,
Brother Donald Crawford, wunder date of April 4th, writes_:from
Digby Neck as follows: > Your letter pleased and distressed me.
[ had written that it was the desire of the committee that he should ]
visit the congregations in Nova Scotia and co-operate with them in the
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spread of truth as soon as-he conveniently could.] I fear that the
Board, and the brethren supporting it, will be disappointed and dis-
satisfied withme; and I know not how to prevent it. The new field,
on which I entercd before my engagement with the board, is at present
iz such a state that I know not how to leave it—to be absent a long
time. The cause seems struggling into life ; and the great dragom,
; with his ten thousand einissaries eagerly plotting its destruction.

it There is at this end of the province, no other public speaker, in
|

!

favor of the reformation for which we plead ; that is, who labors posi-
; tively in the cause (some being friendly) but very many are against
it: for when the mind of some are impressed with the truth then all
means which ean be devised, are zealously employed to suppress-it.
And then the cry is constantly sounding, * Heis come to break up
the church and then to leave never to come back, and all that hear
him will be sorry for it.” And when others are cagerly enquiring
~Will younot come back? We cannot rest till we are haptized, but
then we wiil be left alone 1 Iow can I. under sueh ecircuwmstances,
leave, uniess with the promise of returning soon? I wish the breth-
ren knew exactly how things are 1n this region of ecountry. * * *

I shall now try to give you a sketch of my movements sivee my
, last. About the 17th of Feb. after loboring some weeks on Dighy
Neek, I wentto Long Island. At “Pettit Passage” I labored for
i five days-—preaching twice on the Lord’s day and every evening. In
, thedaytime from house to house, endeavouring to urge upon the people
tise claims of the gospel.  The settlement contains about 100 souls. I
i reecived from them every mark of friendship. Meetings well atten-
. ded—unusual attention given to the truth delivered. Ou the 23rd
. preached at the centre of the Island in the school house—it was
y Bited with attentive hearers.  'The two following nights I held meet-
ings in private hovses. On the 26. 27 & 28 preached in the school
. house near the - Grand Passaze.” A\ minster residing on the Istand,
came 1o the last meeting and charged me with hoiding and propaga-
ting the most deadly ervors—allea hearsay!  When I wished him to
appuint 2 day for us to talk the matier over before the public, he
o Qeziaed ! AlL he wanld  dwell wpon was the slanders of others!!
The first week in March I held meetings neatly every cvening.—
. Tae Nomanists on the Island very gencrally came to hiear: and when
, Lvisited their houses, treated me with great kinduness.  Tirst Lord’s
day in Mavch preached again at “Pettit’—good attendance. On the
. 16th gase my first discourse on Brier Istand. Here I delivered 14

discourses, of from 40 to 165 minutes in length, and visited daily from
12 to i3 families. The atiendance and the interest towards the Tast
seemed Lo be on the increase: and I did not leave the Isiand without
strong hopes that my noor labors were not in vain, * *# '

From Brier Island I returned to Long Island, and continued
preaching till the 27th—then came up here—holding one meseting by
the way; and on Lord’s day spoke twice here. .

When on these Islands several personz were so impressed with the
truth, and so fully convinced of the wav of life, that the only reason '
that prevented them from obeying the Lord was the thought of being -

LT
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| leftalone! I gave them what encouragement I could and left them in
‘the hands of *he Lord.

I feel sometimes almost worn out with labor and anxicties: I need
far more grace and strength. You may know, brother Eaton,.in a
new place, how much depends upon the man who leads.  Ile is closely
watched by friend and foe. I need the prayers of God’s people.

Asever, yours
DoxaLp Crawrorp.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

» WNew Albany, O., Dec. 24th, 1852,

li Brormer D. Ournaxr: Dear Siz:—I am happy to find you still
progressing in the good cause; and according to ability keeping aloft
the Christian Banner. I am well pleased with it. Lo obtain Subseri-
bers is a diffieult task. The cditorial chair in the United States is
crowded with occupants in every department of literature, or folly;
and we are flooded with periodicals. |

Great changes have taken place since I saw you. My heloved
consort is no more on carth. She departed this life nearly sixteen
months ago. My children and myself are in usual health.

Brother Wesley Lamphear preaches for us the onc-fourth of his |
time at Greene. 1le lives at New Lisbon. The ehurch in Greene is
very much reduced in numbers, prineipally by removals; for the
Americans are a rambling people.  With kind love to you, and to
yours, I remain, Dear Sir,

Yours truly,
Georcr Pow.

=5 We are truly sorry to learn that brother Pow has been call-
ed to mourn the loss of one so dear. T'rom a very sbort acquaintance,
we took sister Pow to be a Christian ornament.
D. 0.

Sandgate, N. V., 1st Jun., 1853. |

Brorurr Ouiviant: My Drar Sir :—After solong a time I hasten
to acknowledge my indebtedness to you for the Magazine. I have
ever been pléased with your and brother Baton’s paper, and desire to
see the cause of truth triumph over error—the ancient apostolic gos-
pel over modern systems. I have taken the Millennial Harbinger
ever since it was published ; and we arc taking the *Christian Age,” |i
agricultural, and other domestic papers. DBut my anxious desireto |i
sec pure and undefiled religion prevail over the impure religions that
are taught in the world has caused me to be more liberal than some
would think wise, as I have suffered a good deal in consequence of
misplaced confidence in those who received the humble and unassun-
ing name of the disciples of Christ. But we see that all men have
not faith. But these who endure to the cnd, the same shall be 5
saved.

Your fellow-servant in the gospel,
1 G. SmERMAN.
—
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Norwich, February 2d, 1853.

My Dear Brorrer :—I can truly say I am well satisfied with the
Christian Banner. In opening its pages I find much to interest,
edify, and comfort, If it was not for its monthly visits we might soon
forget that ever a disciple pled the cause of truth in our township.
What few brethren there are left live so far apart that we do not see
cach other once a month. Fora proclaimer of the word of truth we
have not heard one in nearly two years “When I think of brethren
‘ who sought us out and spake comfortably to us, I feel cncouraged to

think they will again remember Norwich, but when I examine mysclf
Ifind that I am quite backward in exerting myself as I ought. Then
I remember that he who will not help himself ought not to have help
o from others. But I hope brethren passing from Xramosa to Dor-
I ehester will call and sce us.  Brother Miller has removed to Wind-
ham again,

I am, dear brother,

Yours in the bonds of the gospel,
Davip B. Bares.

We are still hoping, perhaps against hope, that much will yet be
I donc for the Lord’s holy cause in Norwich. Let the friends of truth
\ éwake up as they ought,” and hence call for aid, and then shall the
:‘ promise “Seek and you shall find” be fully verified. D. O.

I
of
d

Chatham, 14tk March, 1853.

Brormer Ornrenant:—1I am still of the opinion that if we had here
i in our remote part of the Province a public proclaimer who would
w travel from place to place proclaiming simple anrd undisguised truth
i #s tanght by Christ and his twelve ambassadors, much good would be
_ done, to the advancement of the cause of our Redeemer; and though
" the sects and sectarians might and would push with their horns both
i great and small, yet we know that they are not able to stand before
¢ the light of truth. . . . I think were you to take a tour in this diree-
" tion, you might greatly increase the circulation of the Christian Ban-
W aer,

7 I remain yours,  H. Morison.
{ ——
i
OBITUARY. )
. Brother James Fullerton, of Pictou, Nova Scotia, has fallen asleep: |,
, in Jesus.  He closed his mortal cureer March 2185, aged 33 years.
. 1e left no family. For some time consumption—that mmsiduous and
; fatal disease—so common to our climate~had been gradually exhaust-
1. ing the fountain of life.
Y By his last will and testament he left 2 small sum tc each of his
| brothers and his sister,and the remainder to purchase a site and
, towards huilding o Meeting House in or near the village of Pictow.
it The property for thiz purpose is valued at from one to two. hundred
j| pounds. His brother Alexander and ourvenexable and oxeellens
i| brother Elder James Sillers are-the executors.
I .

TSRS ey
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The first time I vi sned ‘Pictou—the first person to whom I wu‘
introdiced was James Fullerton. ‘The next morning he took mé in:
his ¢arriage to River John. He was not then a professed discip’ eof
the Lord. I Lad a long plain and pointed conversation with him,.
He listened attentively but said little, 1 anxiously looked upon him
as one ncar the Kingdom. He heard me address a small congréga-:

tion that day on the glc'u: question, “ What must I do to be saved??,

I'was notalittle surprised that after so much attention given by
him in the morning to miss his face inthe afternoon. I saw ang.
‘conversed with him the next day. TFrom all that T could sce and
hear I judged that his faith in the Lambof God was intelligent and:
strong and I tlerefore pointed out the necessity of immediate obedj:
ence. Having been stopped on the road back to Pictou to immerse.as
young mun, T thought certainly James would also obey the Lord:
: before T left; bLut to my utterastonishment he did not even .attend:?
" the meeting T held sron after. Tive years -afterwards I learng
the reason. Ilis convictions of duly so strongly affected Lim and.

dare to venture to znother mecting in such a state of mind, Som
months after, however, he was inmersed by brother John Kno
Prince Edward Island when he was returning to his home from,
preaching cxeursiun to Hulifax and other parts “of Kova Scotia.
Brother Fullerton was g rwtly beloved by the disciples in  Bostons
and other places where zn intimate acquaintance was formed withy
him. Iliswasa ch'm"tcr {05 modestand reserved to be appreciatedt
by others. May the Lord sanctify the bereavement to the lit
flock near Pictou. May mauny others be raised up to fill his phc
in the church and to be initators of him so far as he fullowed the
Lord Jesus the Hessiah , W, W ’E *

* BY THEIR FRUITS Y& SHALL KXOW THEM”

Reader. seert thaua religlous pro[‘v ssox, leose in his habits covetous,,,
worldly minded, JizLt and vain iu his conversation, during the weeks
given to foolish tah::n frequently idleing and “al'zblm‘r ab sto
: ~md the corner of siriete ? ¥reqaently ncglucmw mmly praye
" Secst thou this same profe=sor in weeting un the s: lbb«ltn. warined.u
make long prayers, basst of his f:‘CCdOI.L may be shout glory? Whal
do you think ? Ts not this man’s religion vain? re not these spa;
of h s own kindlirg ! Are not all his pretences to religion, eluh'
self-deceiving or basely bypocritical 2

Ve
‘Tae Grratest Maxy —Dr. Channing says, most traly, he «rreate'{
man is he who chnuses tle right with immov able resolution ; wno re
sists the sorcst tonptatic s from without and withing w who bears the:
heaviest bardrus cheerfully ; who is ealmest in storms ; and whiose!
rchancn on truth, en virtag, on Gog, is tho mosk uni‘.xltennq. .

Zﬁf”Vc are Lappy to learn t]nt brother Bdmund | hepp 1d, 0
Dorchester, has ai ~-mm-d to visit- Norwich and Ramlmm at’ rcgul ’
periods for at Jeast 2 wumber of Taonths. DUOSR




