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CHAPTER I
IN WINTER QUARTERS, 1917-18

1. Back 1v THE LENs AREA

IMY RIDGE, Fresnoy, Avion, Hill 70, Passchen-
\} (‘Ij?l}— such was the record of the Canadian
Jorps that marched back from the Ypres salient
to take over its old familiar positions around Lens in
the late fall of 1917. Well might Lieut.-General Sir
Arthur Currie call it ‘‘ a wonderful year.”” Now the
grim fighting was over and the corps was entering upon
along period of comparative quiet. It was time. As the
year had been glorious, so it had been costly. Spring,
summer, and autumn fighting had added many new
graves to those that, marked the heroism of the Can-
ada of the New World on Old World battlefields.
Indeed, the story of the Dominion was written in
crosses over that ancient, war-torn earth. From Ypres,
one could go out towards Passchendaele and the writ-
ing was new; or one might pass Shrapnel and Hell
Fire Corners and so on towards the older battlefields
of Zillebeke and Observatory Ridge. Ploegsteert was
rich in memories of Canadians, and, as the corps
marched out of the blood-soaked area, it passed an old
chateau of high-walled grounds and green and delight-
ful spaces which had been Corps Headquarters during
the Battle of Festubert. So the Canadians came out
of the salient and took up their old positions in the
coal region around Lens, where their valour had won
them Vimy Ridge and Hill 70 and where they had
made themselves a “‘ home.”’
Perhaps nothing had made the name of Canada so
1




2 THE TRIUMPH OF THE ALLIES

dear to France as the history of the Dominion’s
troops in this famous area. In the early days of the
war, Germany tried desperately to cripple the repub-
lic by winning the whole of this rich coal land. France
gave her dead in thousands to recapture Lorette
Ridge, and Britain, with the same end in view, paid a
terrible price at Loos. The little Souchez ran literally
red with blood. But the ridge was recaptured, and
when, in the April of 1917, the Canadians actually
drove the Germans off Vimy Ridge and removed the
menace to so many of the mines of that area, France
thrilled with the vietory.

Reinforcements which had joined the corps during
the Passchendaele operations found the Souchez clean
again, but running through a wilderness. Souchez
church was a mass of ruins. Under its shadows were
the nameless graves of France. The shrine of Our
Lady of Lorette upon the ridge no longer knew the
worship of the people of the little villages; for what
had been villages were mounds of broken stone and
waste. Tradition declared that when the church came
first under heavy bombardment, the poilus, toiling in
their trenches, made another and earthy shrine for
Our Lady under their own parapet—and so wor-
shipped until they died in their thousands to win the
ridge. The graves of those thousands filled many
cemeteries — row upon row of little earthen mounds;
upon eagh mound a cross ; over each cross the rosette of
the republic; on each cross the words ‘“ Un Inconnu.”’
The Unknown Dead of France — buried in many in-
stances by soldiers of Canada when they first entered
the area! When Edith Cavell died, the eivilized world,
knowing the truth, gave her rightful place among the
great dead — and Britain raised an army in a night.
Near Notre Dame de Lorette —in a little space of
green — there is a grave of France under a cross that
men from the Dominion erected. The cross bears the
simple inscription:
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R. L P.
MwmEe. DevaBre CELME
SHOT BY THE GERMANS
Ocroseg, 1914

Indeed, over all the area from Lorette Ridge on to
Arras were French and British and Canadian ceme-
teries. On one little cross of stome standing alone on
a hillside was an inseription telling-that it had been
erected in memory of one of Canada’s soldiers by
“‘ his chums of St. Catharines.”” Further over Vimy
Ridge, near the cemetery of the little shattered church
of Givenchy, where fiuge shells had shattered the ma-
sonry of many vaults, there was an old wooden cross,
standing apart by itself, and having on it only the
words ‘“ Ein Englinder.”” Weather-stained and worn,
almost concealed by foliage, it marked the grave of
some brave English gentle and provided an un-
happily only too occasional reminder that among the
German forces there were some who could honour a
courageous foe. On Vimy Ridge were the graves of
gallant Canadians of the 4th Division who Iygg fallen
capturing it. At La Folie Farm a eross commemgrated
the dead of the 3rd Division. There was a 2nd Divi-
sion cross near the Arras-Lens road, north of Les
Tilleuls. So the 1st Division honoured their dead.
Time was to witness the upveiling by Sir Arthur
Currie of a memorial of s closed with German
armour-piercing shells, er ith a great cross,
and bearing the inscription

ERECTED IN MEMORY OF
Orricers, NoN-CommissioNep OFFicERs AND MEN
oF THE CANADIAN CORPS ARTILLERY
WHO FELL DURING THE VIMY OPERATIONS
Avrriv, 1917

CANADIAN FIELD ARTILLERY ROYAL FIELD ARTILLERY
CANADIAN GARRISON ARTILLERY ROYAL GARRISON ARTILLERY
SOUTH AFRICAN FIELD ARTILLERY
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Into this solemn country of graves and ruins, the
Canadians came as men coming home after trying
days. It did not matter that from Givenchy Wood
one could look upon the ruins of five villages. It did
not matter that winter was coming with all its ordeals
of cold and exposure. They had made this area their
own before they went to Passchendaele and they
slipped back into their old positions rejoicing. Start-
ing at Hill 70, the front lines ran south and east to-
wards Lens, claiming the higher levels and half cir-
cling the city. They skirted Cité St, Auguste, which
was (German, while Cité St. Emile and Cité St. Eliza-
beth were in Canadian hands. The Green Crassier
was German; so was Cité St. Antoine; but Avion was
in our hands. Further south, No Man’s Land widened,
and fronr the eastern slopes of Vimy Ridge the Cana-
dian line ran well forward, with the enemy in posses-
sion of Mericourt and Acheville. At Fresnoy, which
was in German hands, the lines ngarowed again, with
the Canadians holding Arleux-¢gh-Gohelle. Our men
were practically ig the outskirt§ of , where the
lines were so close together that
few feet separated the trenches. Furthey south, Ga-
vrelle, in our hands, practically marked the end of the
Canadian front. It was all familiar ground, and all
ranks settled down for a ¢‘ comfortable, quiet winter.”’
The phrase, of course, was purely a comparative one.
There was little of comfort or quiet in France at any
time.

But the Vimy area was not the Somme or Passchen-
daele and there were many ‘ luxuries ’’ even in win-
ter. The trenches were good, particularly where
captured German ‘‘ trench mats ’” had been used as
sidewalks. Also old German dug-outs were deep, dry,
and commodious, things to delight the heart of Joey
Blagstock, for they were ‘¢ devilish sly ’’ and held
many unimagined secrets of rooms and tunnels and
entrances. They were well ventilated and boarded.




(‘mmdan Official Photograph
GENERAL CURRIE UNVEILING THY. MO}

JMENT TO THE CANADIAN ARTILLERYMEN WHO

FELL AT THE CAPTURE OF VIMY RIDGE
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Then the pill-boxes, hell to take, were easily adapted
to charitable purposes and did splendid service in
housing those who had taken them. Also, there was
plenty of coal in the area — waiting to be taken by
the official or unofficial working party or conscien-
tious batman. Then there was wood in abundance.
Half a score of wrecked villages offered only too
tragic a supply. It could not be called ‘‘ looting ’’ to
use shattered doors, broken window sills, splintered
beams, and wrecked flooring for the beneficent purpose
of warming those who, after all, had won the villages
back from the Hun. There were braziers in the front
line; stoves in underground chambers. There were
shattered houses to give shelter to parties of half-a-
dozen men or officers, who used the ancient, damaged
fireplaces and rejoiced that fortune had given them a
real floor to stand on, a suggestion of wall-paper on
the walls, a shelf and a table, and other outward and
visible tokens of civilization.

2. Tuae LicaTer Se or War

These were some of the reasons that men returned
rejoicing to the area. Other reasons were to be found
further behind the line, at Brigade, Divisional, and
Corps Headquarters, or at the Corps Rest Station, or
behind that again, where battalions in rest were play-
ing games and arranging concert parties. The concert
parties were such a part of the life of the corps dur-
ing this long period around Lens that it may be per-
missible here to anticipate time a little and review
some of the performances. Every division had its
official company of players. Here and there in bri-
gades and battalions were lads, more or less gifted,
wha could always be counted upon to amuse the men.
The Y.M.C.A. had companies of its own, theatres,
and many cinema halls. The Chaplain Service staged
many entertainments at Corps and even the area em-
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ployment company at Corps had its players. These last
called themselves the Rambler Theatrical Company.
They gave a memorable performance on Christmas
afternoon and brought joy to the hearts of over three
hundred men. Their theatre was a ramshackle old
building. There were holes in the roof. There was
no fire. The audience, sitting on rough, wooden
benches, faced a stage that contrasted strikingly with
the rest of the interior. It was draped with the flags
of the Allies. A spot-light revealed it, a riot of colour
in an otherwise gloomy place; and a Y.M.C.A. piano
stood in ome corner, serving as the orchestra. All
were happy; not least the F'rench mothers and fathers
and children of the village who had come as the hon-
oured guests of the players. The buck private and
the villager spoke different tongues, but the Entente
Cordiale found as warm expression as it ever did
amongst statesmen. A priceless sergeant-major hu-
moured the audience, watched it, fathered it, brought
it surging into crashing choruses that had caught the
popular fancy, particularly where some song of senti-
ment hushed the audience and carried men back, as
one did, to ‘“ the homeland, across the deep blue sea.”’
For it was a striking thing about these men engaged
in desperate affairs that they responded most warmly
to all gentle things that touched the affections. No
noisy or questionable performance ever secured that
complete tribute of absolute attention which the
others won. As to the“business of the show! There
was the opening chorus by the members of the troupe.
A novelty quartette followed. There was a whistler
who surpassed himself and a ‘‘ J#dy ** who won much
applause by his entirely competent employment of
muchly ‘‘ made-up ’’ eyes. There were comic songs,
duets, and more choruses. The nigger and clown were
there, the conjurer and the dude. All were singers,
singing song§ written by one of their comrades and
set to music by another. The manager, who was also

L
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the conjurer, was a corporal from Winnipeg, not un-
known as an entertainer before the war. The bass —
a buck private —was an old St. Andrew’s College
man, a well-known cricketer, who played for Canada
against the Australians when they toured the Domin-
ion and visited Calgary some years ago. The baritone
and whistler was a famous boxer, sparring partner to
Freddie Welsh for two years, to Matt Wells for six
months, at one time champion nine-stone-three wres-
tler of Britain, holder of a Lonsdale belt for boxing,
and hero of eighty-one battles in the ring with only
three adverse decisions. Of such was the troupe made,
surely a strange and interesting group of men, even
where war makes for such associations.

Such was the concert in its modest form. Visitors
to the Canadian Corps on the night of January 21st,
1918, saw quite another sight. It was just dark
enough to see the flares breaking over No Man’s
Land in the distance — marking the fighting line with
intermittent flashes of light. Men were pushing and
jostling and chaffing one another in a long queue that
stretched for many yards down a pathway. The re-
partee was pointed and entirely of the army. The
spirit was friendly and cheerful. Everyone was ex-
cited. For the Canadian Y.M.C.A., better known as
the ““ Y Emmas,”’ was not only giving the premier of
. a true comedy,— the first of its kind in the history
of the corps,—but it was the opening of the new
Y.M.C.A. theatre. The play was the three act comedy,
The Private Secretary, and its presentation was as re-
markable as the theatre in which it was played or the
audience which watched it. From the rear of the
stage to the end of the building, where standing room
no longer existed, not a foot of space lacked interest.
The stage with its curtain might have come from some
Canadian city. It was flanked on both sides with
boxes, — actual boxes, four of them,— faced with
wooden mouldings all done by hand and trimmed with
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velvet hangings. Further, it was lighted by electrie
lights, which were covered with lamp-shades of white
silk and pink overlaid with green. Spot-lights from
the ceiling revealed a beaver and maple leaf over a
stage made bright by footlights. An orchestra from a
battalion band played popular airs. In the boxes, the
Corps Commander and his aides, famous French gen-
erals who had known the area well in the days of the
bitter Souchez fighting, a Belgian general of the Bel-
gian Mission, and generals of the corps, of ‘“ A ”’ and
@’ * and other services, waited for the play to begin,
The rest of the theatre was packed with over five hun-
dred officers and men from the line, from support and
reserve, from battalions and batteries — engineers,
signallers, pioneers, machine gunners, officers and men
from supply columns and field ambulances, from field
companies and corps tramways — these and others
filled the building to capacity: generals and colonels,
majors and subalterns, sergeants and men—all in
orderly rows on actual chairs.

The engineers of the corps had carted this theatre
in pieces from a place miles away. Then they rebuilt
it. A foreman carpenter with five others spent six
weeks working on the stage, the boxes, and the fit-
tings. Universal praise for their work was their re-
ward. The curtain came from Paris. Indeed, it was
wonderful where these concert companies got their
men and material.

On this same night in another theatre at Corps —
this one  old and reminiscent of the earlier fighting
period, when such splendouts as the Y.M.C.A. building
were unthought of — an Imperial concert party was
playing Cinderella, with a first violin-who was for-
merly the first violin at the famous Piccadilly in Lon-
don. Tt was further reported that the wonderful
‘“ creation ”’ which Cinderella wore at the Prince’s

18ee Vol. IV, p. 219.
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ball was originally made for the Czarina of Russia.
It may easily have been so.

Divisions spared little money and no pains to make
their companies the best on the western front. Some
of them even played in London, as, for instance, the
famous concert party of the 3rd Canadian Division.
The ‘“ Maple Leaves *’ Concert Party of the 4th Divi-
sion played the first pantomime ever played on the
western front and earned a tremendous reputation.
Their object — as with all other companies — was to
give to the fighting men out of the trenches some
touch of lighter things, some memorable entertain-
ment, that would send them back to their tragic work
at least refreshed in mind and rested in body.

It was on New Year’s Eve that the ¢‘ Printers’
Devils ”” presented their pantomime Aladin France.
A lad in France was the star of the performance.
Other lads were with him. The play they produced
was a marvel. The theatre —in reality a lecture
room, speciflly adapted for the purpose—held a
thousand. The stage was over twenty feet wide, and
had a brilliant display of electric footlights. The
sceneswere of an Emperor’s palace, a village in Eng-
land, a demon’s cave. The music was partly from
Chu Chin Chow, partly from the Maid of the Moun-
tains, partly from Cloches de Corneville, partly from
the Palace Revue ‘“ Airs and Graces,’’ and partly com-
posed by the players themselves. There were other
airs, too, from New York. The orchestra was. sup-
plied by a Manitoba regiment. To crown all, elabo-
rate programmes were issued.

One man devoted three days of his leave in London
selecting the costumes and accessories. The band-
master worked past midnight for many nights. The
scene painters were busy for weeks. The ¢ lovelies *’
— the Emperor’s adopted daughter and the Fairy
Princess — spent weeks over their clothes and hours
over their make-up. They had to be as perfect as art
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could make them, and the Princess in this particular
company had a reputation to maintain. He had made
his début during the bitter days of Passchendaele,
when the company — playing behind the line to men
who had just come back from the hell in front — was
without its lady. At an hour’s notice, he had taken
the desired part and carried it through without a
slip. Indeed, the division was greatly attached to this
‘“lovely.” Just before Christmas a rumour had gone
through the ranks that he had been killed. The va-
rious staffs at headquarters were burdened with in-
quiries. Moody men interrogated even Major-General

-8ir David Watson himself. Gloom reigned until the

rumour was denied. So the Fairy Princess worked to
prove that he was worthy of the division’s high re-
gard. And the adapters of lyrics and dialogues
worked to the same end. The electrician had many
troubles. A whole wing fell on the night of the dress
rehearsal, and while the carpenters were repairing the
damage he had twelve more footlights to find. Fi-
nally, Abanazat, the Wicked Uncle, had troubles of his
own, and the Widow Twankey had a multitude of
them. It was no ordinary play, nor were they ordi-
nary players. Private Petch, the Emperor, was well
known in amateur theatricals in Victoria before the
war. Skeen, a Scotch-American, had been a stage
director in thgyUnited States before he enlisted. Ser-
geant Evans, the Wicked Uncle, had played in his time
with George Edwarges in musical comedy in London
and was known in Canada and over the border. Birch
had been more br less of a professional. Winnipeg
knows the name. Heyes had been in the business all
his life and had been connected with the ‘‘ Lanca-
shire Lads ”’ for some years. Livett had been with
the famous old comedian Harry Pleon in vaudeville in
England. Stafford, the manager, — who received his

. commission as a lieutenant just before the opening

performance, — had been with George Edwardes in
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The Country Girl as a musical director. He had then
gone into vaudeville with Alice Raymond in 4 Night
in Egypt, toured the States, and finally settled in
Winnipeg.

But it is New Year’s Eve. The troubles of the
concert party are over at last and the test of their
efforts is at hand. The band, having just celebrated
at a Highland dinner, is at its best. Hundreds of men
and officers have filled every available inch in the
building. The orchestra of fourteen pieces is tuning
up. Carved in wood above their heads at the top of
the stage is the Maple Leaf, the badge of the division.
A stage hand slips from behind the scenes and re-
 moves a sign ‘“ No Smoking.”” Applause from the
audience! Then silence as the orchestra begins and
the voices of men are heard in the distance, singing,
the old, old song, ‘‘ Come, all ye Faithful.”” The
theatre is strangely silent. The curtain goes up. It
is the prologue—a dug-out in France. In it, a sleeper,
rousing himself, begins the story. Again the curtain.
Now it is pantomime land. The Emperor’s palace is
in the distance with the royal baths to the right of the
stage and houses to the left. Abanazar, the villain, is
there in robe of black and gold, with a white and red
blotched dragon of the Empire on his skirt. It is the
Emperor’s birthday. Squint-eyed Celestials are prom-
ised a banquet by the wily one. And here comes the
army touch, for Abanazar, digging deep into a hench-
man’s bag, brings forth the following with song:

Here be fine Fray Bentos Bully/

And McConachie’s Stew so grand.
Here be Batger’s Plum and Apple

And Pork and Beans of Simcoe Brand.

Here be Huntley Palmer’s famous hardtack
Pﬁt& t 1 y‘]mrM }obita;

nd that love aypole cart grease
Used for frylng own:ld frits.

Here we've Ruby Red Havanas —
Smokes well known as Wills’s best —




12 THE TRIUMPH OF THE ALLIES

And the famous brown iar lotion
Which someone swiped from a Q.M.S.

Only a villain could sing such a song with success.
That is perhaps Abanazar’s greatest triumph. He
does. The men cheer him to the echo. The Emperor
enters, accompanied by the Princess. The unfolding
of the plot reveals the fact that the Princess is an
adopted child, that a marvellous lamp was stolen
years ago from the Palace, and that the finder of the
lamp shall marry the ‘‘ lovely ’’ Princess. Entér the
American, Everyone sings ‘‘ Yankee Doodle.”” Aba-
nazar, Aladdin, and the American vie with one an-
other in making eyes at the Princess — not forgetting
her maid. The Emperor —once in France in the
Great War — decides to visit the Widow Twankey,
formerly his cobk, in England. Great enthusiasm.
Chorus and stars shake the building with ¢“ Take me
back to dear old Blighty.”” Audience hxghly enthusi-
astie. Curtain.

The next scene is England indeed. The pmn}ér has
excelled himself. The inn, the lane, the sky - these
are as well done as the three yokels drinking their ale
while the Widow T'wankey — in a voice that never was
before on sea or land — sings to them of her husband,
““for no one would think I was only his wife, he
treated me more like a friend.”” Having sung, she
takes the audience into her confidence. ‘‘ Don’t you
think I am married? ’ she asks. ‘‘ Don’t I look as if
I had had an accident?’> The point is well taken —
almost as well as the song which preceded it. But it
is when'she is talking of her elder son that she really
catches the ‘“ birds ’? just out from the trenches. Son
was in France —a *‘ bird ’’ himself/ He won, the
Military Medal.- *“ But he wouldn’t tell me why,’” his
mother complains. ‘‘ Said he didn’t know. It was a
military secret. But if he had called heads instead of
tails, the sergeant would have got it.”’

— o Aa bt ek e
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The next act is remarkable for a rosebud scene that
would have done justice to Daly’s, the Palace, or the
Hippodrome, and also for a quartette,— the Bones
Quartette, — *‘ Come Seven — Come Eleven.”’

And so to the end, with the house ringing with
cheers for the performers. Then, it being New Year’s
Eve, a thousand officers and men join hands in Auld
Lang Syne. Outside the guns are muttering in action.

With the concert parties to lighten the long eve-
nings of the winter months, there were also any num-
ber of canteens for the men and clubs for the officers.
At Chateau de la Haie, for instance, which was the
headquarters of numerous divisions during the last
extensive period before Lens, there were both an
officers’ club and a men’s canteen in the same building.
The club was open from 10.30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Lunch
and tea were served daily, and refreshments could be
securgd from noon until 9.30 p.m. There was a large
lounge-room, with a splendid fireplace, easy chairs,
small tables, magazines, illustrated weeklies, and dai-
lies. The dining-room catered to between eighty and
ninety a day, and excellent luncheons were served at
four franes a head. The men’s canteen was almost a
general store, selling, among other commodities,
candles, matches, biscuits, cigarettes, tobacco, station-
ery, chocolate, and tinned milk. The charges were lotv
and the stock good. Men were able to secure many of
the little extras that helped so much to make life liv-
able, and the popularity and usefulness of the canteen
were proved by the fact that its staff of two men were
kept busy from nine in the morning until eight at
night, catering sometimes to as many as six thousand
men in the area. Receipts from the club and canteen
amounted to fully thp(e thousand franes on some
days, the money saved out of running expenses being
used in a variety of ways for the benefit of the men.

Such canteens as this were good, but the Y.M.C.A.
stalls were a blessing almost beyond appreciation.
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On any night in the forward fighting area ration par-
ties going up to the firing trenches and working par-
ties coming out could be found cursing the blackness,
and the wet, and the cold. To the east, flares marked
the German line: to the west, unseen in the darkness,
were the heights that (Clanada had won in so much
hard fighting. And those who tramped forward or
back, be they from batteries or battalions, pioneers or
engineers, wore their steel helmets, and their gas
masks were at the alert. It was dreary, cheerless
work until, in a jog in some communication trench or
by some ruined house in a wrecked village, the dim-
mest of dim lights would make them welcome and they
would hasten forward where a subdued chorus of
voices told them of hot tea and coffee. It would be
one of the advanced posts of the ‘“ Y,” with its free
hot drinks and its biscuits, cigarettes, gum, chocolate,
and other things to ease the mind and please the belly
at prices far below those of estaminets or other eivil-
ian establishments. For the ¢ Y ’* did for the men in
the line what the officers’ club did for the captain and
the subaltern, and did it well. It gave rest and food
and recreation, with payment only for the food. With-
out these things there would have been little to relieve
the stern ordeal of war. So zealous was the associa-
tion in the performance of its work that at one time
# had an advanced coffee stall in the ruins of Lens
within one hundred and fifty yards of our furthest
outpost line. There were always such stalls in the
support area. Indeed, they were sprinkled all over
the corps, from the forward zone to the rear,— at
Brigade.and Divisional Headquarters, at training
camps and traffic junctions, — everywhere where the
concentration and movement of men were pronounced.

And the canteen was only part of the work of the
association. Tt fostered sports and supplied the ma-
terials. It organized and presented both concert par-
ties and cinema shows. It conducted educational
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classes until it gave its support to the University of
Vimy Ridge and undertook to furnish the huts, books,
and other material required for classes. It had libra-
ries on loan, and gramophones and gramophone rec-
ords. It catered for company celebrations and bat-
talion dinners. Indeed, its activities were manifold.
To spend twelve hours with the senior officers of the
association was a revelation. At Corps there was a
central establishment with rooms for educational
classes, a canteen, a reading and writing room, and
other special departments. Here also, in addition to
the theatre, which in one week in seven performances
played to no fewer than 4,640 men, with every seat
free, was the centre of ‘“ Y’s *’ athletic system for the
corps. It had gradually devised a systém so thorough
that it ensured the representation of every unit in
championship meets. 1t had an athletic officer with
each division, co-operating with the divisional author-
ities, and it supplied great quantities of athletic ma-
terials free to the troops, the only stipulation being
that such supplies were nominally on loan, to be ac-
counted for at the end of the season and to be re-
turned to the common corps, division, brigade, or bat-
talion pool when not in use by particular formations.
The demand for supplies was tremendous. Amongst
the indents presented to the association, for instance,
was a single day’s order from one brigade for 6 base-
ball sets, 4 baskethall sets, 10 badminton sets, 46
foothalls, 33 indoor baseballs, 127 pairs of boxing
gloves and shoes, 9 cricket sets, 1 medicine ball, 15
tennis sets, 2 tug-of-war ropes, 4 lacrosse sets, 154
sneakers, 141 knickers, 114 jerseys, 98 pairs of stock-
ings, and 3 volley ball sets. So much for the athletic
activities.

A visit to one of the divisional training schools
would reveal two large sheds marked with the red
triangle. The first would contain the canteen, reading
room, library, writing, and lounge rooms. It formed
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part of the educational system and such large signs as
the following were prominent:

SPEND AN HOUR IN THE LIBRARY.
RATIONS FOR THE MIND.
FICTION.

SCIENCE.

CIVICS.

N AGRICULTURE.

BUSINESS.

DON'T STARVE MENTALLY.
TAKE IN THE TALKS GIVEN IN THE
CANTEEN LECTURE ROOMS.
AGRICULTURE.

THE HISTORY OF THE WAR.
CURRENT EVENTS.
POLITICAL PROBLEMS.
LITERARY READINGS.
SOMETHING EVERY NIGHT BETWEEN
7.30 AND 8.30.

Special lectures were given on various questions.
S 1
One series dealing with the war read as follows:

A GENERAL SKETCH OF THE WAR

TWO BOCHE DREAMS.

BULLY BAULKED — SERAJEVO TO THE AISNE.
RACE TO TIiE SEA — SLAMMING THE DOOR.
BLACK 1915 = FIGHTING FOR TIME.
VERDUN.

TURNING OF THE TIDE.

TURKEY ON FOUR FRONTS.

STIRRING 1917.

UNCLE SAM AND THE WAR.

10. RUSSIA “BEAUCOUP ZIG-ZAG.”

11. WAR AIMS AND THE FUTURE.

Sl Ol

oPaAR

On an average from two hundred to two hundred
and fifty men a night attended these lectures, a proof
not only of the keen interest of the men in war develop-

-
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ment, but of the high educational standard of thef?nna-
dian private.

The Y.M.C.A. headquarters at Hesdin consisted of
a series of office and supply buildings and was the
centre of the system that kept canteens and concerts,
cinema shows, athletics, and other recreational activi-
ties alive in'the corps. There were motofrepair $hops
for the moving-picture machines and the small lighting
plants, ete. During the bitter fighting at Passchendaele
one of these miniature lighting plants helped to illu-
minate a main dressing station. There was a carpen-
ter’s shop, a post-office, an equipment office, and a piano
repair and sign-printing shop. All manner of games,
athletic supplies, flags, and gramophones took up much
space in another large storehouse. An extensive room
was devoted entirely to books, magazines, and period-
icals. A franc deposit was required to protect the asso-
ciation against loss when a book was taken away, but
the money was returned when the volume was brought
back. The average weekly demand for new books
throughout the winter was eight hundred and the
Y.M.C.A. bought them in quantities of ten thousand.
It had selected books, constituting circulating libraries
which it gave free to branches of the organization for
use in the men’s reading-rooms, and the selections
ranged all the way from the Bible and religious sub-
jects to Oppenheim and Le Queux. The gramophone
service was handled in much the same way, there being
an exchange library system, whereby battalions, bat-
teries, or other units could secure fresh records for
old; and there was a repair plant for the machines.
The association brought from one thousand to two
thousand records monthly, There were other offices
and buildings at this headquarters, but the greatest of
all was the food supply depot which made the canteens
possible. There cocoa was kept by the barrel, matches
by the case, orangeade in five-gallon casks. In one year
the corps was furnished through the depot with fifty
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tons of maple sugar. Buying was done at rock-bottom
prices, markets were closely studied, and the associa-
tion received valuable assistance from the Canadian
Manufacturers’ Association in its purchases. The
prices of all commodities that were sold to the men
were those officially adopted for the British canteens.

Finally, the Y.M.C.A. had a concert school where it
trained men from batteries and battalions and fitted
them to entertain their units. At one time, they had
fifteen concert parties ‘“ on the road,’”” the ‘“ Y » pro-
viding the scenery, scenario, music, and costumes —
and the theatres. It had as many as twenty-five cine-
mas and theatres within the corps area around Vimy.
Some of their ‘‘ plants,’’ as they called their theatres
and canteens, were of considerable size. One, for in-
stance, in the forward area, consisted of two specially
designed huts, each one hundred and four feet long
and twenty feet wide. One served as the concert and
cinema house. Any day, groups of men, muddy from
the trenches and with their steel helmets and gas
masks beside them, could be found singing popular
songs o some impromptu concert from a real
stage with footlights. There was seating capacity for
nearly six hundred men. In the other building, there
were three rooms, one a canteen, the second a lounge
and writing-room, and the third a library dnd read-
ing-room.

There was frequent criticism of the Y.M.C.A., but
little of it was justified. The association did splendid
work, work which was officially appreciated by the
Corps Commander in the spring of 1918, when, ad-
dressing the officers of the association, he said: —

‘T did not expect to be invited to speak, but to see
you at your work. But now that I have this oppor-
tunity, I wish to bring you the sincere thanks of all in
the Canadian Corps for your work.

“ There are two features in winning a fight. One
of these is the moral of the troops. It is in this you
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have done so much. Canadians have the reputation of
being good soldiers. That is because their moral is
high. 1T realize that the moral of the Canadians is
only possible because they are well looked after, and
this is where the Y.M.C.A. comes in. The men for-
get the sights of war and seem to get a fresh start
through your programmes, your sports, and your ean-
teens. Your canteens provide things for the men that
they cannot get elsewhere, and you supply them at
such reasonable rates.

““You are a wonderful help to us in beating the
Boche. 1t is apparent to all in the corps and it is not
necessary for me to say this. But this year we are
going to need your help more than ever. Heretofore
the Canadians have always been pushing forward and
winning, and that is a great stimulus to the men.
This year it will be different. It will be harder to
keep up the spirits of the men. Even some of the
keenest are beginning to get a little tired; and then we
may be on the defensive this year. This will make it
more difficult to keep up the moral. If we let the
moral sag, our efficiency will topple over. I believe
the authorities should recognize the extremely valu-
able factor the Y.M.C.A. is in winning battles, and I
think. you ought to have the proper personnel and
equipment necessary to carry on your work. If there
be anything I can do to impress your needs upon the
authorities, I shall be glad to do it.

‘T can only repeat what I said a few moments ago,
that the need for your work is greater than ever. We
are going to need the influence of the Y.M.C.A. more
than ever, and if such a thing is possible, you all
must work harder than ever, though I do not see how,
with the men and material you have, you can do more
than youn are doing. But if you can, do so. We need
it.”

How great that need was going to be, only General
Currie and those in high command knew then. But
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the Y.M.C.A. did its best, and Canada at home gave it
powerful financial support. The association devoted
much the greater part of its efforts to the men. It had
some clubs for the officers, however, and men with
commissions were well served, particularly at Corps,
where early in the New Year a magnificently equipped
officers’ club was opened by the Corps Commander. It
took the Y.M.C.A., the Chaplain Service, the Engi-
neers, and ‘‘ Q ”’ to make such a building possible
within the battle area. It boasted a lounge-room,
dining-room, bedrooms, barber shop, bath, white table-
cloths, linen sheets, electric lights, brass candelabra,
rugs, bed mats,  wash-basins, wash-stands, books,
papers, periodicals, cigars, cigarettes, and refresh-
ments.

The lounge and dining-room occupied one building,
with additional space for a cloak-room, office, kitchen,
scullery, and pantry. The exterior of the building was
tarred and brightened with sprightly green paint on
window frames and porch. The cloak-room was on
the right and the office on the left of the entry. Fold-
ing doors opened into the living-room. The interior
was spacious, with a large, brick fireplace and blazing
logs to supplement the heat that was given out by two
Klondike stoves in other parts of the room. There
was a piano, and many tables, from long central ones
for books and periodicals to square tea-tables running
along the sides of the room. Each table had a spot-
less white cloth and brass candelabra with red Japa-
nese shades to give a joyous touch of colour. There
were some comfortable lounge chairs and many fancy,
wooden ones with cane bottoms. There were numer-
ous rugs on the linoleum-covered floor. Red blinds
covered the windows, and on the mantelpiece over the
fireplace were bits of bric-a-brac and a real clock that
ticked out signal time. Then there was a piano and a
bookcase, and ceiling electric-light chandeliers of
brass, with triple globes and cut-glass shades. From
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the lounge-room, double swinging doors gave ¢ntrance
to the dining-room. Here, again, the floor \tns cov-
ered with linoleum and rugs. Many pictures decorated
the walls. A great stove, after the style of the *‘ Klon-
dike,”’ provided plenty of warmth. In one corner was
a refreshment bar of the most approved pattern. In
another was a ‘‘ pukha ’’ sideboard, upon the third
shelf whereof appeared to the military eye such lay
things as actual crumb trays. There were six tables
in the room, with four covers apiece; but upon ocea-
sion, it could easily accommodate thirty diners.

The bedrooms, bathroom, etc., were in another
building, which contained fourteen cubicles, each one
roughly twelve feet by eight feet, with large windoys
which gave plenty of light. Each room boasted codt
hangers, mirrors, and towel-racks, washstand and
basin, jug, soap dish, and candle. The beds were
glorified with sheets and also pillow-slips. The end of
the building was devoted to the bathroom and barber
shop. Heat was supplied by Klondike stoves.

The Corps Commander, in formally opening the
club, emphasized the desire of the corps that it should
be used by all visiting officers. It provided a welcome
link between the battle front and civilization. It was
to be the home of the officer called to Corps Head-
quarters on special duties, going or coming from leave,
or down from the firing line for tea and dinner and
a theatre. The club was placed in charge of the Chap-
lain Service and was a success from the outset. It be-
came a centre of Corps’ social activities and when the
Canadians moved to another area there was universal
regret at leaving an institution which had done so
much to ease the anxieties of war.

There were other and important features of the
lighter side of the war. For instance, the bath houses,
scenes of riotous tumult where many men under hot
showers rejoiced in a real ‘ clean-up.’”” Old clothes
were cast aside to be ‘‘ debugged ’’ and men emerged
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from the showers rid of the corruption of the trenches
and with clean things all ready to be donned in place
of the old. One bath house had a capacity of two hun-
dred men an hour, and every possible precaution was
taken to ensure the cleanliness of the water. It was
twice filtered, once through a coke bed and then
through fine sand. - Montreal, Toronto, and Ottawa
might know something about filtration, but so did the
Army. No one who has not been forced to go dirty in
“dirty trenches for many days can appreciate what a
boon those baths were for the men; and only wounded
who have had their wounds attended to in gloomy
places and doctors who have worked by uncertain,
flickering lights can know what the installation by the
(anadian Red Cross- Society of -portable electric-
light plants in advanced dressing stations meant for
the C.AM.C. and its patients. These plants had
long been a dream of the advanced agent of the Red
Cross in the battle area. The first plant was installed
at La Coulotte. Its success was immediate and its
service invaluable. .

3. Tae Corps TraMmway SysTEM

No appreciation of the many factors which made
life easier for the men in the line could be anything
like complete without some description of the corps
tramway system. All through the winter and spring
it gave splendid service. Indeed, it was a marvellous
network of lines and junctions and sidings, and it
would be hard to overestimate its value. Before the
battles that wrested Vimy Ridge.from the enemy, the
tramways ran forward beyond the support lines and
so running fed batteries with shells, evacnated the
wounded, brought reliefs up with‘their equipment, mu-
nitions and stores, hauled’ up heavy and light guns,
trench mortars, camouflage, machine guns, ammuni-
tion, bricks, coal, water — in short, relieved the shell-
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torn roads of the burden of continuous lines of great
lorries and mule-drawn ammunition trains and horse
vehicles of all descriptions. Up to the support lines
and beyond, the light tramways fed the army with
essentials, doing the work of hundreds of men and
hundreds of animals. And the service to the army
was perhaps greatest for the wounded. For the rail-
way lines ran to the doors of advanced dressing sta-
tions. Specially constructed Red Cross trucks stood
waiting for their human burdens. Battle areas were
cleared with extraordinary rapidity. After the first
Vimy advance, complete evacuation was reported as
early as 3.30 in the afternoon.

During the first week of preparation for the Vimy
advance, the diary of the tramway company shows that
on one section alone 793 trucks covered 2260 miles and
hauled 4154 tons. Five petrol tractors and four hun-
dred mules were used, four and five mules to a train.
It was a period of continuous construction, mules be-
ing employed over the new rail sections. Time and
again the line was torn by shells and repaired. On
the night of April 9th, the first attack, visitors at the
end of the railhead saw piles of construction material.
The tramways were preparing to advance with the in-
fantry. Advance they did, laying their new track rail
by rail as the troops went forward. In sixteen days,
4600 metres of new track were laid in one section, and
during the battle operations this section alone sup-
plied eighty per cent. of the field ammunition for one
division — delivered to the batteries at the rate of
1200 rounds a day. The same section supplied ninety-
five per cent. of the trench-mortar bombs and gre-
nades for the same division. The tramways altogether
hauled 234 trucks of water in the month, 1463 of am-
munition, 212 of rations, 829 of steel, 73 of ballast, 67
of salvage, and 77 trucks of other material, making a
total tonnage of 11,308 for the thirty days. During the
fighting special trains of two nine-ton trucks, holding
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thirteen stretcher cases, evacuated wounded from ad-
vanced dressing stations. In four days 1250 stretcher
and 510 sitting eases were handled, fifty special trains
being employed. Every day of the whole month the
tramway company suffered casualties. But the work
never ceased. The spirit of all was the spirit of one
of their number, a private. He put out a fire in a
truck of ammunition *“ by drawing up to a shell hole
and throwing water on the truck by means of his steel
shrapnel helmet,’” as-the heroic incident is recorded in
the bald words of the war diary.

There was no such splendid assistance from the
tramways at Passchendaele: No such system of tram.
way lines existed; but the Canadians in the period
they were there constructed two and a half miles of
railway over the hideous country. There was also no
such demand on the Vimy system in the winter of
1917-18 as there had been in the previous spring, but
the tramways continued to give invaluable service, re-
lieving transport, assisting reliefs, and carrying out
manifold operations that saved money, animals, and
men. A trip on one of the lines on any night was a
memorable experience, with the petrol-electric engine
pulling its flat ears loaded with *“ birds ** toward thd®
front line —men who sang as they went forward to
the firing trenches to relieve others who had done
their turn. Running along in the shadows of strangely
unfamiliar things, the baby engine approached closer
and closer to the enemy’s lines. The singing of the
men would be stopped. Cigarettes would be put out.
Voices would be heard offering heart-felt prayers that
no ‘‘ Bairnsfather > moon might appear to lighten the
gloom and perhaps reveal the presence of the reliev-
ing troops to the Boche, thus exposing the location of
the line and inviting a bombardment that might create
disturbance and bring confusion to the intricate little
railway system. Finally the engine would,stop. The
men would alight. The curt, muffled voices of officers
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would be heard breaking the silence, and.the little or
big detachment, fresh for the night’s work instead of
tired out by long marching, would go forward up
Some communicating trench to complete the ¢ relief.”
And going forward they would bless the tramways that
had saved them many a weary mile on foot with full
kits.

In reading of the tramways, care should be taken
not to confuse them with the light railways. In the

_corps area, the light railways, built by French, Im-
perial, or Canadian Railway Construction Battalions,
ran from the standard gauge railhead to the battle
area. There the tramways began. They were the
same railways in that the narrow gauge was the same
and the trucks were the same. But the engines were
no longer steam. Telaphone control replaced sema-
phore control, and the men who built the tramway
lines were chosen from the infantry — shell-tried,
war-hardened veterans. They were old railway men,
most of them, who talked of the C.N.R., the G.T.R.,
and the C.P.R. as a man talks of his friends. They
worked under shell, and often machine-gun, fire and
called it ¢ blighty.”” They watched their tracks blown
up and repaired them ‘‘ under the guns.”” They told
stories of engineers — their hearing dulled by .the
noise in their cabins — who were deaf to the warning
whistles of shells which signalled passengers to jump
and who continued at their posts until they were
blown up with their engines. The story of the tram-
ways is a story of great service paid for in casualties,
and it is a romantic story of dogged determination
and proved success against great difficulties.

It was in the Ypres salient in 1916 that the engi-
neers first decided to build tramways. A separate or-
ganization was found necessary. Divisions were
asked to supply eighty men apiece, battalion men with
railway knowledge. FKighty rifles was a lot in those
days; but the men were provided and the Composite
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Pioneer Company was formed. Organized, but un-
authorized, the little unit was nobody’s child, and had
to struggle hard for existence. The General Staff
permitted it to live, and that was about all. The days
that followed were as dramatic as they were difficult
for the small body. The Canadians had been spending
about $25,000 a day on roads, using some one hundred
lorries and employing 2,500 men. Twelve hundred
tons of stone were being gused daily in road construe-
tion that was never really finished, for repairs 'started
before construc}on was eompleted. Light tramways
meant saving men, money, and material. But there
was no rolling-stock. The unit was not recognized
officially. Officially, the men could not be paid, pro-
moted, fed, or equipped. They could not even draw
‘“dixies ”’ to cook in. Under such handicaps, the
work started. The first rolling-stock was two Boche
engines dug out of Dickebusch lake. The men made
their own trucks out of all kinds of material. Even
the track spikes had to be forged. Wooden brakes
were made and cars coupled with any kind of coupling
that would-serve. The first line was in operation by
June, 1916, — six miles of it, running east from Pope-
ringhe, It was the first light railway line built in the
British army area, where experiments were then go-
ing on with push lines and monorails. Engines ran
off the pioneer track; couplings broke; shells tore up
the roadbed, — but the work went on and triumphed.
There were more triumphs on the Somme. At Hill 70,
the Composite Pioneer Company entered an area
where there was practically no light railway. Push
lines were changed into traetion lines, but the work
was largely one of new construetion. Within two
weeks the company had a system of fifteen miles of
tramway in operation, handling over two thousand
tons of supplies and materials a day. In the Vimy
area before the attack there were over thirty-one
miles of tramway. At one time the corps had five

)
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times as extensive a system as any Imperial unit in
France. But it was not until November 10th, 1917,
that the Pioneer Company finally won recognition.
Authority was then obtained for the formation of two
units, a tramway operating company and a tramway
construction company — all personnel to be Canadian
engineers. The child had been accepted. Armies
praised it. It was beloved of the corps.

4, Tae Uxiversity oF Vimy Ripge

With so many varied duties to relieve the terrible
routine of the war, the Canadian Corps, in the winter
of 1917-18, also established the University of Vimy
Ridge, an educational institution unique, not only in
Canadian history, but in the battle history of the
world. The establishment of the university was of-
ficially sanctioned by the Corps Commander in De-
cember and the 3rd Canadian Division was selected
to test the educational scheme, with the understanding
that if the experiment proved successful, the activities
of the university would be extended to other divisions
and embrace all ranks and all services.

The character and purpose of this pioneer war uni-
versity were set out at length in a calendar of ten
typewritten pages issued from the pffice of the Assist-
ant Director of Chaplain Services early in, December.
It was pointed out that for many the war had meant
an interruption of their studies and of preparation
for their life-work, while for others the experiences
and vicissitudes of the great struggle involved, on
their return to civilian life, a change of occupation
from that to which they were accustomed before en-
listment. ‘‘ For all alike, however, the need of more
effective training in all departments of industrial ae-
tivities has been emphasized.”” These considerations,
together with the opportunity for instruction afforded
by the long winter evenings when men were in rest or
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reserve, led to the establishment of the university,
‘“not only to relieve the men from the monotony of
the daily routine, but, as well, in some measure, to
equip men for greater efficiency in business, the pro-
fessions, agriculture, and the other great industries
of the Dominion.”’

A threefold mode of operation was proposed: —

““1. Lectures to large groups of men, delivered at
convenient centres, dealing with civie and imperial
fopies, or relating to the present struggle, or looking
forward to the duties and opportunities of the fu-
ture.

2. (lasses for smaller groups taught by experi-
enced teachers in each unit throughout thé division.

“3. In the case of more advanced students, pri-
rate reading will be presetribed and records will be
kept in order to secure for the student on his return
to Canada some recognition and credit for the work ac-
complished.””

Another aim of the university was to have pre-
pared ¢ for the period of demobilization at the con-
clusion of hostilities an organization and staff that
could immediately devote its attention to the voca-
tional and technical education of soldiers during the
interval that must elapse between the conclusion of
peace and their return to Canada.”

The university had a regular academic constitution,
with the G.O.C. 3rd Division as chancellor; a presi-
dent; a registrar; a senate representing each branch
of the Service and including the heads of the univer-
sity departments; a faculty selected from professors
and lecturers from the universities of Canada on ac-
tive service in France; and subsidiary schools operat-
ing throughout the division.

Under the constitution, the senate was composed of
the chancellor, the president, registrar, senior chap-
lain, Y.M.C.A. supervisor, representatives of the bri-
gades in the division, of the artillery, engineers, pio-
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neer battalions, Army Medical Service and Veterinary
Section, and the members of the faculty.

Captain R. H. Oliver, M.A., of the Chaplain Serv-
ices, was president of the university and also chair-
man of the executive. Other members of the faculty'
were Lieutenant Edward Duval, Captain G. S. Easton,
B.A., Lieutenant J. S. Eaton, M.A., and Lieutenant
Thomas, B.A. On the University School Staff,
amongst others, were Sergeant S. A. Watson, Private
J. F. Higham, Private E. E. Barnes, and Bombardier
H. E. Ames, B.A. All of these men were scholars of
more or less distinction and for the most part had
had experience as teachers.

The university course consisted of lectures and
classes, the syllabus of lectures being as follows: —

I. Civil and Imperial:
(a) The Development of Civilization; (b) The
Bases of True €itizenship; (¢) Imperial Geog-
raphy; (d) The Romance of Greater Britain;
(e) The Making of Canada.
Interpretative:
(a) The History of the Warring Nations;
(b) The Issues at Stake; (¢) Phases of the
Struggle; (d) Freedom of the Seas; (e) Con-
stitutional Readjustments; (f) The Trinmphs
and Dangers of Democracy; (g) The Contribu-
tion of Science and In\entlon
Reconstructive :
(a) The New Order; (b) The Demand for New
Methods; (¢) The Lessons of the War; (d) The
Social and Political Significance of Seraps of
Paper; (e) A League of Nations; (f) The
Economic Resources of the Empire; (g) Can-
ada, the Land of Opportunity; (h) Canada, To-
day and To-morrow; (i) Intensified Farming;
(j) The Agriculture of France; (k) Reorgani-
zation of Industry and Commerce; (1) Success
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in Business; (m) Technical and Vocational
Training; (n) Conservation of National Re-
sources; (o) Sanitation and Public Health;
(p) The Future of Aviation and Transporta
tion; (q) Public Opinion.

University courses were given in Agriculture, Busi-
ness KEeonomies, Fducation, Fngineering, English,
I'rench, History and (Geography, Latin, Mathematics,
Philosophy, Religious Literature, Science, Forestry,
Mining and Fisheries.

The classes included: —

1. Agriculture:
(a) Field Husbandry; (b) Animal Husbandry;
(¢) Marketing; (d) Poultry, Bees, ete.

2. Business:
(a) Commercial Arithmetic; (b) Business Eng-
lish; (e) Shorthand; (d) Bookkeeping; (¢)
Banking.

3. Literature and Language:

(a) English Composition; (b) English Litera-
ture; (¢) French.

4. History and Economies.

5. Applied Science:
(a) Physics and Chemistry; (b) Engineering
(Civil, Electrical, Mechanical) ; (¢) Mechanical
Appliances of the War.

6. Religious and Philosophical.

7. Vocational.

8. Elementary Instruction.

University or other advanced students were allowed
to register with the university for special lines of pri-
vate reading. Where evidence of satisfactory work
was given, the student was to be recommended to the
educational institutions of Canada for recognition and
credit. It was hoped to make arrangements with
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Canadian Trades Unions whereby men taking artisan
and vocatiordl training courses would be given credit
for their apprenticeship when so recommended by
skilled instructors.




CHAPTER 1T

WAR, POLITICS, AND CHRISTMAS CHEER
AT THE FRONT

T was characteristic of the Canadian Corps that it
I had no sooner taken up its position around Lens
than it began raiding the enemy’s lines and gener-
ally making itself obnoxious to the foe. A great deal has
been written of the initiative and dash that character-
ized the troops of the Dominion. The Canadians are offi-
cially credited with the first raiding operations in the
western theatre of war, and it is certain that they were
never quite happy on an absolutely quiet front. They
believed it good tactics to ‘“ keep the other man worry-
ing ”* and they seemed impelled by some offensive im-
pulse to commence worrying operations at the earliest
possible moment. If they found the enemy sluggish,
they administered a tonic of steel and knobkerries;
and if they found him active and impudent, they per-
sisted in being more active and more impudent until
their enemies had been reduced to a proper frame of
mind. Tt was good tactics. The Canadians, after a
few weeks, usually succeeded in dominating the front
they held. They did so before Lens. While they were
carrying on these customary minor operations, they
were electrified by the news of the daring attempt of
the Third British Army under General Byng to break
the Hindenburg Line and seize Cambrai.

The secret of the advance was so well kept that it
was not until the afternoon of the first day of the
battle that the Canadian battalions and batteries
heard that their old and well-beloved leader was strik-
ing hard far to the south of them. When the news
32



WAR, POLITICS, AND CHRISTMAS CHEER 33

of the brilliant initial successes was received, the
warmest congratulations were sent from the corps,
and throughout the battle the hearts of ‘‘ Byng’s
boys ’’ were with him. So, too, were the Canadian
cavalry, and the corps later thrilled to the story
of the Fort Garrys and their famous charge ‘¢ into the
blue.”” It was the first time, since the German retreat
from Bapaume in the spring, that the Canadian horse
had had an opportunity of going into action.
Operating in the right centre opposite the village
of Masniéres, the cavalry, fifteen miles behind the line,
waited at dawn for the signal that would send them
forward after the tanks and the infantry. The Strath-
cona Horse were in support and the Royal Canadian
Dragoons in reserve. To the Fort Garrys had fallen
the first right of battle. Finally, the anxiously waited
signal came, — ‘‘ Hell for Leather!’’—and the vol-
unteer horsemen from the West galloped to the attack.
But Masniéres was not clear. The bridge over the
river in front of the village had collapsed under the
weight of a British tank, and the approach was swept
by rifle and machine-gun fire. For an hour and a half,
while patrols reconnoitred the country, the Fort
Garrys waited under fire. Another bridge was found,
but they only crossed the river to be confronted by
the Canal de 1’Escaut. Under concentrated enemy
machine-gun fire, troopers working side by side with
the splendid British infantry bridged the gap. Dis-
mounted and in single file, the men of the first squad-
ron of the Fort Garrys crossed. But fhey crossed
without their gallant commanding officer, for death
came to him during the bitter hours around Masniéres.
It was 3.30 in the afternoon when they finally pene-
trated the enemy country through gaps cut in the wire
by British troops, who were then south of the town,
and galloped on. What follows equals anything in the
cavalry history of the Empire. There was only a
squadron of them. A peremptory order had come
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from Cavalry Headquarters commanding the cavalry
to stop at Masniéres. This one squadron had ‘¢ beaten
the order.” There were enemy to right of them and
cnemy to the left of them, but forward they raced,
cresting the first hill that confronted them and charg-
ing down the slope to find themselves facing an enemy
battery of field-guns. Charging straight for the bat-
tery, officers and men raced to the guns. They came
so quickly that the German artillerymen had no time
to bring two of their pieces into play. The third was
out of action. The gunners blew up the fourth, the
pieces hitting our troopers as the squadron swept over
the gun positions. And here it should be written that
a few brave Germans stood to the salute and were
cut down beside their guns. The majority fled.

Thirty had been killed in this hurricane attack, and
the little squadron swept on with its ranks thinned
and with many wounded horses and men. Engaging
and overcoming straggling parties of enemy infantry,
the cavalry went on until dusk found them two miles
inside enemy territory, commanded only by a lieuten-
ant. A defensive position had to be found immediately,
and they fought their way to a sunken road. There
they dismounted — what was left of them. Of the
squadron strength of one hundred and twenty which
left Masniéres, over forty men were missing, and only
five sound horses remained. Two messengers, sent
back to report the situation, had their horses killed
under them, but managed eventually to reach the
British lines. Darkness was falling. The gallant
band was isolated. Stampeding their horses to divert
enemy machine-gun fire, what was left of the squadron
prepared to return. They had charged forward, sa-
bring as they came; they were to fight back on foot
with short Lee-Enfields and the bayonet. The retire-
ment started about five o’clock. It was a succession
of hand-to-hand struggles. Four tiies the little party,
growing smaller with each attack, met the enemy de-
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tachments and disperse.d‘them with the bayonet. For
two hours the spent and weary men slept in enemy
shell holes in enemy country, with enemy all Areynd
them. Then up and on again! Midnight had passed
when the fragment of the squadron reached Masniéres
again. They fought their way through the hostile
infantry in the town to the wrecked bridge and then
crossed to safety, wading waist-deep over the big
sunken tank that had wrefked the structure. Forty-

three men reached the other side unwounded. The
, y-three casualties and
lost one hundred and forty-§ve horses. But they
brought fifteen prisoners back with them; and one of
their lieutenants, wounded in the Wis sec-
tion back hundreds of yards to safety and ‘then re- '
fused to give up his prisoners until he received a
proper receipt for them. At™ conservative estimate
over one hundred and fifty Germans had been killed.
A battery had been put out of action. Three main
lines of enemy telephone communications had been
cut and invaluable information had been secured of
enemy dispositions. It was a thrilling and important
episode.

The squadron earned many distinctions, among
them the V.C. for Lieutenant Henry Strachan, who
had assumed command when thé commanding officer
fell at Masniéres. The official award of this coveted
distinction reads: —

““ For most conspicuous bravery and leadership
during operations. He took command of the squadron
of his regiment when the squadron leader, approach-
ing the enemy front line at a gallop, was killed. Lieu-
tenant Strachan led the squadron through the enemy
line of machine-gun posts, and then, with the surviv-
ing men, led the charge on the enemy battery, killing
seven of the gunners with his sword. All the gunners
having been killed and the battery silenced, he rallied
his men and fought his way back at night through the
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enemy’s lind, bringing all unwounded men safely in, to-
gether with fifteen prisoners.

““The operation — which resulted in the silencing
of an enemy battery, the killing of the whole battery
personnel and many infantry, and the cutting of three
main lines of telephone communication two miles in
the rear of the enemy’s front line—-was only ren-
dered possible by the outstanding gallantry and fear-
less leading of this officer.”’

The corps rejoiced in the valour of the Fort Garrys
and, next to the battle activities in the south, centred
its attention upon the coming Federal elections. Poll-
ing was to begin in France on December 1st. At first
there was little individual interest in the ,event.
There were no parties to make their appeals on these
unique war hustings and there were none of the famil-
iar election devices of home to stir enthusiasm. The
corps looked quietly to Canada to reinforce it8 ranks,
to carry on the great work of those who had fallen,
and to support the living who were now enjoying some
rest after their stern struggles in the fields of France
and Flanders,

The task of voting those on active service was a
tremendous one. Not only the Canadian Corps, but
Canadian nurses, V.A.D.’s, attached to the Expedi-
tionary Force, the Canadian cavalry, the Canadians
serving in the British and French forces and in the
Royal Flying Corps, Canadians in forestry and rail-
way construction battalions, and other detached units
sprinkled all over the western theatre from the coast
to Switzerland, ‘‘ every person male and female on
active service, whether as an officer, soldier, sailor,
dentist, nurse, aviator, mechanician or otherwise en-
gaged,”” — all these had to be given a proper oppor-
tunity to record their ballots. Outside of the Cana-
dian Expeditionary Force on lines of communication
in each army area, special polls had to be established
and provision had to be made for adequate accommo-
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dation for polling booths and for bhloting and ration-
ing the deputy presiding officers and polling clerks.
Within the corps itself each company and battery
commander was responsible for.providing such neces-
sary facilities for those under his command and was
also required to see that adequate time was afforded
all voters for registering their ballots.

Election day was literally ushered in by the guns.
The days that preceded it were ones of marked trench
activity. On November 27th, the Germans, employing
assaulting troops and determined to identify the units
opposing them, launched two raids against our lines
in the Avion sector. Some Germans got into our
trenches in the first attack, but were immediately
cjected ; the second was broken down by our rifle and
machine-gun fire before the raiders reached our lines.
At six o’clock on Thursday morning another raid was
attempted in force south of Avion. It was com-

“pletely repulsed, and the enemy retired, leaving ten
dead in No Man’s Land and one wounded and one un-
wounded prisoner in our hands. Again on the morn-
ing of the 30th, a small hostile party operating
against the right of our line was driven out by our
patrols, who captured a prisoner. They reported that
a strong German party of one hundred was preparing
to attack. The raiders were dispersed by the concen-
trated fire of rifles and machine guns. Earlier in the
week the enemy was also treated to a favourite Cana-
dian pastime, no less than twelve hundred drums of gas
being projected against his lines. Under such conditions
and with our guns harassing the enemy’s concentra-
tion areas, polling began with the heroes of Passchen-
daele, Hill 70, Vimy, and other great engagements
casting their ballots in the most vital, as it was the
most dramatie, election in all Canadian history. For
a week previous, special officers had been perfecting
the arrangements for voting and ensuring proper bal-
loting facilities for all ranks. Over four hundred
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booths were opened on the first day and voting was
general throughout all ranks with the exception of
troops in the line and in support. Lists of candidates,
which had just arrived in time, were posted in all the
booths, while notices outside indicated the hours for
polling. Special offices had also been opened in Paris
for polling the votes of men on leave.

While the army was voting, it was aiso subseribing
with splendid spirit to the Victory War Loan. One
instance was recorded of $500 being collected from
four privates in five minutes, while in another case
two officers and seven men outside of the corps area
subscribed $2,000. Incidentally, the corps claimed the
youngest bondholder inside or outside of the Domin-
ion, for one optimistic father bought a bond for his
son two hours before the child’s birth. Intermittent
raiding activity continued, with one curious incident
recorded. The Germans, signalling one of their of-
fensive parties to make an attack, used the same flare
as that which notified our machine gunners to open
their barrage. The result was that the advancing
enemy marched into a hail of machine-gun bullets,
which caused severe losses and effectually disposed of
the attack.

By December 7th, over twenty-five per cent. of the
ballots in the corps had been polled, with voting re-
ported in favour of the Union Government. Active
service conditions made the circulation of ballot pa-
pers a complex matter, while persistently moving
units added to the difficulties of polling the votes; but
not a single complaint had been made to the corps
representative of the Assistant Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery and the election was running smoothly. In-
terest in the contest was developing and Canadian
events were being closely followed.

On the firing line, clashes between our own and
enemy patrols were of frequent occurrence, but the
enemy’s enthusiasm for raids had been somewhat
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dampened. In one outpost skirmish one of our non-
commissioned officers with five men had put nine Ger-
mans to flight after all but one of our men had been
wounded. Earlier #ff the week a gallant and success-
ful fight had also been recorded of one Canadian
against five Germans, The incident is worth record-
ing. It took place early one morning after the enemy
had been particularly active with his trench mortars
and machine guns on one of our outposts. In order to
avoid casualties, the garrison was ordered to move.
The men moved and when some distance from the post
two of them heard a voice calling in English to them
to *‘ throw down your rifles and come up here.”” A
bomb followed the words. One of our men was
wounded; the other taken prisoner. The remaining
two of the little garrison were then bombed, and four
or five of the enemy rushed the miniature position,
capturing one of its defenders and stunning the other
by a blow over the head. The Germans then retired.
But their last prisoner managed during the retirement
to get a trench dagger from the boot-top of one of his
captors and made such good use of his small weapon
that he routed the whole party, wounding two of them.
The next night the body of a dead German was found
in a shell hole beside our wire with the trench dagger
beside it.

Such little events as this merely added zest to the
elections. By December 11th, sixty per cent. of the
corps had voted and the balance was decidedly in
favour of Union Government. The voting zone had
been extended so that votes were being polled in the
battle area, infantrymen voting in their front-line
trenches and gunners beside their guns. With the
progress of the election, signs of political activity had
also increased within the forward zome. Campaign
postetrs of various kinds were to be found in the rnins
of Avion and even in the outskirts of Lens. Interest
was now leen, and reports of election preparations
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in the cabled news from Canada, together with the
comments of the British press on the importance of
the issue, were-being read with the closest attention.
The grave fiature of the contest was now realized
fully, and ot less so because of a revival of activity
in the firing line which had culminated in enemy raids
in some strength in the Avion sector, where three
enemy parties, each some eighteen strong, had en-
deavoured to penetrate our trenches. The raids had
been preceded by a fifteen-minute artillery barrage on
our front line and one of equal duration on our sup-
port area. We suffered no losses and met the enemy
with such a vigorous Lewis-gun and rifle fire that one
of the attacking parties never even reached our wire,
while the other two were compelled to retire in dis-
order, leaving three prisoners in our hands. These
testified to the increasing nervousness of the enemy at
the presence of Canadians on their front, a nervous-
ness founded upon the somewhat harsh experiences of
three years of confliet. Indeed, it was nervousness
that was responsible for such raids as these. Our
patrols really dominated No Man’s Land, penetrating
the enemy’s wire and frequently his trenches, and the
Germans were greatly concerned to discover the true
strength and disposition of the Canadian forces.

In all this dramatic war-time election no more dra-
matic incident was recorded than that of voting the
men wounded in this intermittent trench activity.
Deputy presiding officers, serutineers, and poll clerks
took their ballot boxes with them to advanced dressing
stations and voted the men as they lay on their
stretchers, men who were so weak from suffering that
they found it difficult even to mark their ballots. In
one station alone ninety men voted. FElection officers
also took their boxes with them on tramways behind
the lines and voted the railwaymen practically as they
worked. They went through the front-line trenches.
They worked all day and far into the night and risked
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their lives in their anxiety to give every soldier an
opportunity to exercise the franchise. One poll clerk
was seriously wounded. A presiding officer was sent
down to the base as a casualty. One gunner, while
voting beside his gun, was hit by shrapnel. Polling
booths were damaged by shell-fire. But there was no
interruption in the work. By the night of December
13th, with polling scheduled to close on the 17th,
eighty-seven per cent. of the total corps vote had been
polled. Some units had polled one hundred per cent.
of their ballots, while the general experience was that
the number of men refusing to exercise the franchise
was negligible. The results already constituted a
signal demonstration of the practicability of active
service elections when adequate attention was given
to details of organization and proper facilities were
provided for the voters. Altogether, roughly, six hun-
dred polls had been opened in the corps area. Battal-
ion and battery officers had co-operated with the elec-
tion officers, and the Deputy Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery and his fourteen assistants reported all ar-
rangements working smoothly and with a pleasing and
surprising lack of complaints. With four days of bal-
loting still to come, the corps was following the con-
test with the liveliest interest and waiting for the
result of the elections at home as it would have waited
for the outcome of a battle. What that result was is
history. It was a foregone conclusion that the vote
of the men on service would be overwhelmingly in
favour of the Unionist administration.

In the midst of all this, preparations were going on
apace for Christmas. Already many of the Christmas
parcels from home had arrived and the Red Cross had
received quantities of special supplies of streamers,
Chinese lanterns, crackers, masks, and other special-
ties of the season and were distributing them to units
throughout the area. For these things thanks were
due not only to the Canadian Red Cross Society and
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mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters, wives and
friends at home, but to the efficient organization and
unending activity of the Canadian Corps Postal Serv-
ice. The Home mail came by boat and train and
lorry and wagon and man to the firing line. Handled
within the corps area by ex-Canadian Post Office em-
ployees, it was pouring in now, bringing Christmas
messages and letters to those on active service.
Roughly, one hundred thousand letters a day and
fifty thousand parcels were being delivered, though
not all of them from the Dominion. A great deal of
mail was coming from England, both from families and
relatives there and from countless friends that the
men of the Canadian divisions had made in Great
Britain since the landing of the 1st Division. The
normal corps postal staff of one hundred had been
increased by thirty per cent. to meet the emergency,
Jjust as it had to be increased after the troops left the
salient and men of all ranks, drawing their extra
Christmas allowance, were sending their messages and
presents to those at home. It was confidently ex-
pected that by Christmas day all Christmas mail
would be delivered — thanks both to the efficiency of
the corps service and to the action of the Canadian
authorities in closing the Christmas mails at home on
November 10th.

It was a complex system, this active-service postal
establishment, dealing with complex problems. The
service was mobile, as it had to be to make deliveries
to battalions, batteries, and units which were periodi-
cally on the move. The mail of those killed in action;
the mail for casualties who might be in field or base
hospitals in France, or in England, or on the way
home; the mail for special details — all these services
were specialized and required constant attention. But
the system was so well established that all letters
posted within the British area in France could be de-
livered within the day and a morning’s London Times
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could be read at Divisional Headquarters at night.
This because of His Majesty’s lorry express mail
service,

Forty per cent. of the mail from Canada was sorted
before it reached England. There all of it, together
with the English mail, was assembled at the London
Army Post Office. It was divided into direct bags for
units. It crossed the Channel to the base post office.
There were two services — regular and special. Offi-
cial letters, papers, and letters written in the British
area in France were despatched by the lorry express.
Such mail was relayed by lorry from base to army, from
army to corps and divisions and brigades. The regu-
lar letter and parcel post service went by rail to rail-
heads within the corps area. Here the Canadian Corps
Postal Service met it. Each division had a railhead
post office and was supplied in normal times with two
ton-and-half lorries (in such an emergency as Christ-
mas-time the number was four, and the extra two each
had a capacity of three tons). From railhead the mail
was taken by lorry to divisional and brigade
“ dumps.’”’ Here it was delivered to mail orderlies of
battery, battalion, and ofher units. It went by Gen-
eral Service wagon or limber to battalions and bat-
teries, where it was forwarded by ration parties to the
men in the firing line.

There were twenty-seven post offices altogether
within the corps area. Before the Christmas rush,
1,000 unit bags constituted a normal incoming mail.
Since December 6th, the total had averaged between
3,200 and 3,600, It was expected to reach 4,800. One
brigade post office handled 279 outgoing registered
letters and parcels in one day in the first week in
December where the normal daily average was 100,
and it sold stamps during the week to a total value of
1,200 franes. The registration fee was twopence, with
an extra charge of a penny an ounce for all letters
over four ounces. In addition to its registration work

\
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and its stamp sales, the post office sold postal orders
to a total value of over 1,150 francs in the same period.

Giving an intimate picture of the work of the Postal
Service during the Christmas rush, a visitor to one
of the brigade post offices on December 15th wrote : —

‘¢ Mail was being sorted for the front line and as-
sembled for the base when I arrived. There were neat
packages of parcels and letters on shelves and rough
tables in the hut that served as a post office and quar-
ters for the staff. There was also the touch of trag-
edy inseparable from the battle line. For in one cor-
ner, neatly piled, and decorated in some cases with the
little paper tokens that are such a part of the Christ-
mas season, were bundles of undelivered mail. They
contained ‘soldier’s comforts,” cake, candy, gum,
socks, cards, tobacco, cigarettes, chocolate, handker-
chiefs, and other presents as shown by the customs
declarations. But there was further writing on the
covers — official testimonies from officers that those
for whom they were intended had been killed in action.
Such parcels go to the returned letter office in London,
where the casualty is verified and the mail sent back
to the original senders.

‘“ So at battalion headquarters,’”’ the visitor con-
tinued, ‘‘ I found other such parcels, and also many
for the wounded scattered in hospitals.in France and
England. Great pains are taken to ensure delivery
of parcels to men who have left their units through
sickness or wounds or by transfer. As an example,
the following is a true record of one case, that of a
private who left his unit for the hospital on August
31, 1917: —

Parcel returned — Sept. 30 — re-addressed }‘ No. 5§ Convalescent
“ “ "

—Oct. 4— ” Camp.
“ “ Pk oct‘ 16 sl “
L4 o ~—Oct. 80— - Canadian Base Depot.
“ “ —th oct. 18 Sk “ d C M h
“ “ “ 3r an. achine
s ~ Nov, —_— ) an. Corps aging
« 4w — Nov. 20— » Camp.
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‘“ Every hospital sends in a record to the Assistant
Adjutant-General, Canadian Section. Mail matter for
casualties is redirected from such records. In the
above case, the history of the casualty can be traced
from the office records. No mail is returned unde-
liverable except in case of death or ¢ missing.” Mail
for prisoners of war is forwarded to London to the
Canadian Records Office and sent on from there.”’

The above details give some idea of the efficiency
of the system and of the difficulties that had to be
overcome.

There was tragedy in the work. A field post office
was demolished by a direct hit from a shell on the
Somme. A member of the service was killed just out-
side his office during the Vimy operations. At Pass-
chendaele, however, the service did not suffer a casu-
alty, though it worked under unprecedented condi-
tions. Field post offices were nearly all in tents in the
forward battle area, where no lights were allowed and
work was impossible at night.

Finally, the service was not without its humourous
side, though the humour was not always appreciated
by the officials. Many quaint letters came into Head-
quarters; for example, the following: —

“1 sent a letter to Pte. ———— but neglected to
give his number which is . Will you kindly put
the number on the letter and make certain of its de-
livery.”’

Now that number was up in the two hundred thou-
sands. The letter was one of a normal fifty thousand
a day. The men of the Postal Service found it, made
sure of its receipt, and notified a concerned mother
at home of its safe delivery.

Much of its Christmas cheer, the Canadian Corps
owed to its Postal Service; much of it also to ““ Q.”
It was the pride of the corps that there were no bet-
ter-fed men in France. It was the pride of *“ Q *’ to
keep them 8o fed and particularly to supply every man
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with every possible delicacy that war organization
could permit to ensure the best of Christmas dinners.
Q" was straining to provide those delicacies, and
while doing so it was carrying out countless other
operations. The Navy is called the ‘‘ silent service.’’
Q" might well be called the service of mysteries.
[ts operations were shrouded under routine orders
which gave little suggestion of the extent of its ad-
ministration. Its men worked at manifold tasks and
only the initiated could either comprehend or appre-
ciate the labours which fell to its lot. It provided,
daily, food, and forage for scores of thousands of men
and thousands of horses and mules. It worked in ad-
vance of the clock and it could check each last, least
little item with a precision which was the despair of
the careless. . As it fed the men, so it clothed them
and washed them and did a million other things —
from saving ‘ dripping ’’ and rendering it down to
grease to supplying great and little guns with tons
upon tons of ammunition.

In each operation there was a story. Take that of
bread alone. The company in the line had to indent
four days ahead of time for its loaves. The wheat to
make those loaves came from overseas. The Navy
brought it to the base. At the basethere were baker-
ies with a capacity of 500,000 poulds of bread, or
250,000 loaves, a day, and a personnehof twelve hun-
dred qualified bakers. Baking went un\]uy and night,
with men working in shifts over groups of ovens. Ten
per cent. of the bakers at one base port were Cana-
dians. Others were to be found in many establish-
ments. The Canadian Divisional Field Bakeries were
all at the base except in periods of open warfare. One
of these divisional units baked over 9,000,000 loaves in
ten months — from February, 1917, to December, 1917.
The loaves went from the bakeries to the base rail-
heads, every pains being taken to prevent erumbling.
There, with other supplies, they were loaded on a pack
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days in advance. - Ability to anticipate was not the
least of the qualities of a quartermaster, and a good
quartermaster took his greatest pride in the correct-
ness of his estimates.

Much might be written of the detail of transport
lines; of the care with which horses were fed and
watered and groomed ; of the lines of buildings erected
in brief order out of the scantiest supplies of ma-
terial; of the roadways made out of hundreds of thou-
sands of *‘ salvaged *’ bricks; but the story would be
too long and the detail immense. *‘ Q ’’ had so many
things to do. In another part of this work -there is
mention of the bath-houses for the men. ‘“ Q ’’ built
them. Something has been told of the work of the
Salvage Companies at Passchendaele. They came un-
der ““ Q.”” The Corps Salvage Unit was composed of
Corps Headquarters and Divisional Salvage Com-
panies and formed one of the greatest links in the
economic chain of the army. All through 1916 and
1917, — in the great battles of the Ypres salient, the
Somme, and Vimy Ridge, and during the quieter
months when action gave place to routine,— The Ca-
nadian Corps Salvage Companies worked persistently
and extensively, backed by battalions and battery and
Headquarters organizations, as concerned as any
civilians at home for the good conduet of their busi-
ness. The results achieved in the two years were re-
markable. Carefully compiled figures, in which a
margin of no less than twenty-five per cent. was al-
lowed for deterioration, showed a total saving by
salvage in the period of £2457,666, or roughly
$12,000,000.

Besides these Salvage Companies, ‘‘ Q ** had contri-
vances for torturing old tins until they gave up their
solder, and they gave it up, to the extent, for one
month in the corps, of no less than 345 pounds. Men-
tion has been made of saving dripping and rendering
it down to grease. In the six months from June,
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1917, to January, 1918, the dripping saved by the
whole corps totalled nearly 300,000 pounds, with a
value of nearly $20,000.

It was ‘‘ Q,”” attending to such infinite detail, that
was working to make the Christmas before Lens mem-
orable, and the Canadian Red Cross and Chaplain
Service and the Y.M.C.A. were straining just as hard.
So were corps, divisional, brigade, battalion, battery,
and company commarders, while the spirit of the
corps that had gone through such a terrible year was
nothing short of wonderful. What that spirit was is
perhaps best given expression in the message which
constituted the only editorial in the Christmas number
of The Listening Post, that famous chronicle of the
7th Battalion. The heart not only of the regiment,
but of all ranks and all units of the Canaglian Expe-
ditionary Force, was in it, and it read: —

“ For the third time Christmas finds the Canadians
under arms in the trenches of Flanders. What they
have endured during the past three years; what they
have hoped for, striven for — and in their thousands
died for — is not yet in sight; but the spirit that car-
ried the original Canadian division through the Sec-
ond Battle of Ypres is still marching with the Cana-
dian Corps to-day through all the mud and slime —
and hell — of the modern battlefield, and will march
with them, to the only goal that is worth striving for
— Peace — and a Real Peace that will make a recur-
rence of this hideous nightmare impossible. ¢ Berlin
or Bust’ in letters a foot high was the motto that
greeted one when the first trains rolled into Valcartier
in August, 1914. ‘ Berlin or Bust’ it is after three
years — but silent now — written only in the thoughts
of those who carry on.

¢ And to our own folks whose dearest wish was that
we should be with them at the festive board this
Christmas-time, just the old, old message, ¢ A Merry
Christmas and a glad New Year ’ from the bottom of
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our hearts. A Merry Christmas in the real and true
sense of the word — not the abolition of the old cus-
toms in the absence of loved ones, but the whole-
hearted enjoyment of all that is worth while. Life is
short and this old world too small for misery and
long faces — look on the brighter side of life and keep
in training at smiling ready to welcome us back. And
il in the midst of all you pause with sober faces and
silently drink to those who have paid the utmost price,
remember that they too — those happy, cheery lads
cat down on the very threshold of life — would wish
it so0.”

In the same publication, there was another message,
this one from the commander of the glorious 2nd Bri-
gade, then Brigadier-General Loomis, C.M.G., D.S.0.,
who wrote ‘‘ from every member of the Western Cana-
dian Infantry Brigade to anxious hearts at home, to
assure them that they have our constant love and de-
votion, our daily thoughts, and our wishes for a Merry
and Happy Christmas. Keep the Home Fires burning.
Keep our places in your hearts and in our homes
fresh and fragrant, for though long years and long
leagues separate us, our love and loyalty know no
space of time or distance.”’ There was also a letter
from the general to the officers, non-commissioned offi-
cers, and men of his brigade, a letter which ended: —

‘1t is three years, over, since the Iirst Canadian
Contingent sailed away from (anada, and they now
march silently over the roads and lanes of France and
Flanders because their thoughts are of Homes and
Loved Onmes far away. They know that Fathers,
Mothers, Wives, Children and Sweethearts are also
thinking of them and working for them.

‘ Happy Canada which possesses such well-loved
Homes! Fortunate Country with such loving Fathers
and Mothers, such faithful Wives, such devoted Chil-
dren, such affectionate Sweethearts! So long as Can-
ada possesses such as these, her Sons will be ready to
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go to the ends of the world to fight for them, to die for
them, and they will love them forever.”’

Many were the divisional and brigade messages that
went home to the Dominion, but that sent officially
from the whole corps read: —

““To our comrades and friends in support in Can-
ada this Christmas message from the Canadian Corps
and from every division, brigade and battalion, is a
deeply sincere wish for your future happiness and our
early reunion, coupled with the warmest feelings of
gratitude and appreciation for the strong and splen-
did verdict of support recently expressed throughout
almost every part of Canada. We feel to-day that the
force behind us is of such strength and magnitude
that it will inspire each one of us to greater deeds and
nobler actions and will surely lead us to the goal of
victory, peace and home,”’

To the fighting men themselves, Major-General
Watson, Acting Corps Commander in the absence of
Sir Arthur Currie, who was in England, sent the fol-
lowing official message : —

““ The Corps Commander takes this opportnn;ty of
sending every officer, N.C.0. and man in the Capadian
Corps all good wishes for Christmas. He trusts that
the coming year may bring with it the aftainment of
our great objective, a victorious peace-and a happy re-
turn to our near and dear ones if Canada. This is
not a mere stereotyped wish. #Behind it lies deep ap-
preciation of the splendid work which has been carried
to such a successful conclusion by every unit in the
corps and also full recognition of the sacrifices that
have been made, the difficulties that have been over-
come, the hardships that have been endured, and the
high standard of discipline that has been maintained.
Your actions have made the namg of onr Homeland
one to be revered, respected, aném ured now and
throughout the years to come.

On Christmas Eve the front line was quiet. The
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preceding twenty-four hours had been featureless save
for an expensive Hun mistake which had caused three
of his aeroplanes, in the poor visibility, to sweep their
own trenches with machine-gun fire. Christmas day en-
tered in with rain, but by the afternoon a proper snow-
storm was raging, and a cold and clear evening saw the
ragged country blanketed in white and transformed
so that there was about the land the familiar appear-
ance of Christmas at home. Men forgot the war, to
drink the old toasts, observe the old customs, remem-
ber the old associations. In many messes that before
had been little more than comfortable sheds, boasting
perhaps two fireplaces, built of wood and hastily
built, and lined inside with green canvas or sacking,
the ugly rafters were hidden with paper decorations,
holly, Christmas bells, Chinese lanterns, and other
tokens of the season; walls were draped with the flags
of the Empire and the Allies; and many men of many
services and all ages sat down to drink to the King,
absent friends, the corps, and the Dominion. The
waits — members of theatrical companies belonging to
the various headquarters — came in to sing the old
songs. And where there were no theatrical companies
and no formal messes, friendly groups in Armstrong
and Nissen huts, in dug-outs and wrecked buildings
throughout the area, had their own particular celebra-
tions.

At the Corps Rest Station and in field ambulances
and dressing stations, the wounded men had their
Christmas cheer as they were having it in hospitals
all over France. The Canadian Red Cross Society
had provided cigarettes, cigars, chocolates, raisins,
dates, quits, nuts, games, and toys. No one was for-
gotten.” Even ménmunder arrest and undergoing pun-
ishment had their &inners of turkey and Christmas
pudding. Of all the Christmas celebrations, none is
more worthy of description than that at the Corps
Rest Station. The institution itself merits a few
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words. Operated in turn by the various field ambu-
lances, its purpose was to prevent serious casualties
by providing a complete rest and change for slightly
wounded and nervously exhausted men and officers.
In the Vimy area, it was established in a delightful
old ivy-covered chateau with surrounding hutments in
a quiet valley Thany miles from the firing line. It had
a capacity of five hundred patients, and the treatment
consisted of warmth, good food, clean clothes, hot
baths, and rest. There were special officers’ quarters,
with a lounge-room, dining-room, bedrooms, and
kitchen, in addition to private wards. There was an-
another special ward for N.C.0.’s, a special ward for
those suffering from ‘‘ P.U.O.,”’ that slight fever of
unknown origin which was peculiar to the war, and
another for those suffering from *‘ scabies.”” The
rest of the men, afflicted with blistered feet, rheuma-
tism, and other ailments inseparable from the expo-
sure, damp, mud, and cold of the trenches, were quar-
tered together. Cases were confined to those likely to
be cured in a fortnight. The station was generally
full to capacity.

The war-weary private, tired and wet and miserable,
was met at the admittance room. Particulars of his
case were taken and he was assigned to a special ward.
His pack was placed in a ‘‘ stores ’’ room, where an
N.C.O. in charge saw that its contents were cleaned
pending the man’s departure. He handed over his
rifle to have it cleaned and oiled. He himself was
marched off to a bath-house, where he got a hot
shower, next to the cigarette well described as ‘‘the
greatest boon the trench man knew.’”” His under-
clothing was taken away and sent to the laundry, and
he was supplied with a clean issue. . Then he went to
his ward and a warm bed.  When not in bed, he had &
lounge-room in which to spend his time, a small library
well stocked with books, and a recreation-room in
which were cards and games provided by the Red
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Cross. For his meals, he had jam in abundance, jam
made in Canada by mothers and sisters and aunts, and
one of his supreme delights after army rations. With
jam he had other things not so delectable, but more
sustaining. After two weeks of such treatment, he was
ready for the trenches again. The barber had bar-
bered him; the shoemaker had repaired his boots; the
tailor had attended to his clothes; his pack was clean;
his rifle was clean; his clothes were clean; he was
clean; and his belly was full.

Many men of many services were at the Corps Rest
Station on Christmas night — infantrymen, gunners,
engineers, stretcher-bearers, men from mechanical

_ transports, from trench-mortar and Stokes-gun bat-

teries — these and others who had helpeg.to make the
glory of Canada in France and Flanders. The great
hut that was their dining-room was cool with ever-
green, brightened with innumerable red and white and
blue and green streamers, lightened by many Red
Cross and Chinese lanterns, and warmed by two big
stoves. There were maple leaves to decorate the
walls and many flags to cheer the room, while a Christ-
mas-tree groaned under presents from home. The
men who sat down to the banquet were dressed in the
uniforms of their respective seryices or in hospital
blue or in pyjamas supplied by the Red Cross. The
dinner was worthy of the night and of the men who
shared it. Here, as elsewhere, the C.A.M.C. and the
Red Cross worked hard to make the period as happy
as possible for the wounded. They succeeded. So,
the Y.M.C.A. and the Chaplain Services vied with one
another in helping all to have a good time. Where-
ever men were present in large numbers, there were
concert parties or motion-picture shows. At Corps
Headquarters, for instance, three hundred men com-
prising the area employment company enjoyed a din-
ner of roast turkey and veal dressing, boiled ham,
mashed potatoes, and mashed turnips, Christmas pud-
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ding and brandy sauce, nuts and raisins and tea and
coffee. They were entertained by the Rambler Theatri-
cal Company and later witnessed a special cinema
show given by the Chaplain Service.

So the day passed. But another event that had to
do with the season has still to be recorded. On the
afternoon of December 27th, in the Chaplain Service
cinema at Camblain 1’Abbé, where Corps Headquay-
ters was situated throughout this period, the Acting
Corps Commander presented gifts to the children of
the village. Their mothers and fathers came with
them. There was a concert in their honour and Santa
Claus was there with games, toy pistols, dolls, bal-
loons, blocks, and other presents. Everyone was de-
lighted and not least those officers who had contrib-
uted through their messes to meet part of the ex-
penses and had abandoned their work for an hour to
watch the pleasure of the youngsters. With that
courtesy which is so much a part of France, the little
visitors, throuffh one of their number, gave thanks for
their entertainment in these words: —

‘ We have been too pleased and honoured by your
gracious invitation not to have responded in great num-
bers. Moreover, in coming to you we are given a
happy opportunity of expressing both our admiration
for, and our gratitude to, the British Army and par-
ticularly the Canadian Corps. We have followed
your triumphant progress in Belgium, at Messines, at
Passchendaele, Vimy, Hill 70, and Cambrai; and your
victories have increased our gratitude and our love.

‘“ The gallantry of the Canadians will be recorded in
history with our cities plundered, burned, and ruined
by a barbarous enemy. It is impossible to admire too
much the magnificent behaviour of Canadian officers
and soldiers in this terrible drama in which the fate
of Belgium, France, justice, and civilization are at
stake. :

‘* God has seen ‘and recorded your splendid services.
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He will reward your gallantry, granting you an early
and decisive vietory which will put an end to sacrile-
gious encroachment upon the rights of nations. We
will help you with our prayers. He will hear them
and grant them and soon we shall have peace between
the nations established on the eternal principles of
right, justice, and liberty.”’




CHAPTER III

HOLDING THE LINE

T was a grim New Year that opened for the Allies
I on the western front on January 1st, 1918. Mov-
ing to Bolshevism, betrayed and betraying Rus-
sia was now a menace to the Entente, and the large
(German forces which had been held on the eastern
front during months of uncertainty could be released
in the spring for the decisive theatre in the west.
Ttaly had not recovered from the staggering blow to
ler prestige and moral caused by Austrian forces a
internal corruption. America was moving mightily
towards the firing line, but she could not be effective
for months. France and the British Empire stood
practically alone against the whole forces of the Cen-
tral Empires, which enjoyed great advantages from
internal lines of communication and which were
prompted to desperate efforts by the realization that
once the United States became powerful in the theatre
of war victory for them would be impossible.
Throughout the long battle line from Switzerland to
the sea, there was a vivid consciousness that the com-
ing campaign would be as deadly as anything in the
history of the war. There was no assurance that the
Allied line could be maintained along its whole length
or that there would not be extensive retirements in
particular areas, but everywhere there was confidence
that, whatever the immediate success of German arms,
there would be no break in the Allied front, no shat-
tering of the Allied powers of resistance, no irretriev-
able disaster, no dishonour to the arms of the Entente.
It was felt that a great storm was brewing which
67
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would break down some of the barriers of trench war-
fare, which would overwhelm some areas through the
sheer might of its ferocity, but which would be im-
potent to destroy the solid foundations of the power
of the Allies. Nowhere was therg thought of defeat.
Men were sure that the stefin//would come; they
were equally sure that the storm® would pass. And
then they anticipated another and a greater fury of
armed hosts, reinforced by the men and the materials
and the munitions of the United States, that would
follow swiftly upon the ebbing tide of the enemy’s
last hopeless endeavour and would break his forces
and demolish his breastworks and send him stumbling,
baffled and broken, back to the Rhine and beyond.

It was with such thoughts that the Canadians in
front of Lens welcomed the New Year. Their spirits
were good. Their trenches on the average were far
better than they had known before in such seasons.
They had fuel for fires and places to build the fires.
The health of all ranks was excellent. The physique
and training of recent reinforcements had given satis-
faction. Battalions were up to strength. Whatever
the spring might hold, the present might have been
much worse. And they had the further satisfaction on
New Year’s night of administering salutary treatment
to certain audacious Germans. The enemy endeav-
oured to raid the line in no fewer than four places.
The main attempt occurred early in the evening in the
Mericourt sector, when three groups, carrying machine
guns and protected by flanking parties, attacked our
line after it had been subjected to a short but intense
barrage. Twelve men succeeded in entering a portion
of our trenches, but were driven out, and the raiders
were forced to retire, leaving three prisoners in our
hands. Three hours later in the same area, one of our
posts was attacked, but here the enemy had no success
and presented us with another prisoner. Further
north two other attacks were launched after heavy
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bombardments. Neither one reached our lines. The
first was easily beaten off, and the second, executed
in some strength, was repelled effectively. The en-
emy must have suffered appreciable losses from our
artillery, machine-gun and rifle fire. At least his
ardour was dampened, for nearly a fortnight passed
hefore he attempted any further familiarities.

In the meantime, the Germans continued persist-
ently shelling our back areas. The desire for useless
destruction was strong upon them. Noeux-lgs-Mines,
Hersin, Coupigny, Bruay, and ofher towns in the Lens
district, together with Bethune, many miles behind the
lines, were subjected to intermittent shelling by day
and bombing by night, which threatened to reduce
them to ruins, making of Bethune — as it was event-
ually made — another Arras or Ypres, and of the
towns such wastes as were Liévin, Angres, and Vimy
within the battle zone. Churches were hit, school-
houses damaged, private shops and dwellings wrecked,
and all with a steadily rising toll of casualties to men,
women, and children, Another page was being writ-
ten in the war tragedy of France. In these little
places, homes were laid waste in a day, and as the air
war developed other homes were demolished in a
night — the horror of darkness adding to the horror
of bombs and shells. Little children were killed or
wounded as they played in the streets. Fathers lost
daughters; mothers, sons; the curés of tiny parishes
grew old because of broken hearts; and the cemeteries
of little churches were filled before their time. But
the day’s work went on and the heart of France con-
tinued strong and the men of Canada, whose honour
it was to defend a portion of this heroic land, bent a
little more stubbornly to their task.

It has been said that the health of the.Canadian
forces was good. At this time, owing to complete
typhoid and para-typhoid inoculation, our sick wast-
uge was the lowest in the British army. During the

W
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month of December, there had been only two cases of
typhoid in all ranks of the corps, an extraordinary
record when compared with the appalling figures of
South Africa and earlier campaigns, when typhoid
was one of the greatest scourges armies had to face.
In reducing cases to the vanishing point, the Cana-
dian Army Medical Corps not only scored a remark-
able victory over all active-service sources of infeec-
" tion, but also had to contend against the prevalence of
the disease amongst the civilian population. Equal
success was obtained in dealing with trench feet. In
the winter of 1914-15, when the -heroic British forces
were fighting day and night, trench feet was one of the
chief causes of sickness and the gravity of the situa-
tion was aggravated by the fact that the victims could
not be employed again on winter service in the
trenches. In the beginning of the next winter, the
question was taken up actively by the medical officers
of the 1st and 2nd Canadian Divisions. Meetings of
combatant officers and other ranks were called by the
medical authorities at which preventative measures
were explained ‘and the co-operation of all was se-
cured to combat the evil. Preventative measures in-
cluded dry foot massage with warm whale oil or
grease and daily supplies of dry socks, the latter being
forwarded with the ration parties to the men in the
firing trenches. The result was that the divisions had
very few cases of trench feet, and during the winter
before Lens an even better record was made for the
whole corps. Another factor that contributed materi-
ally to the health of the men was the Corps Dental
Laboratory, which was constantly ‘extending its activ-
ities’and improving its service.

The second |week of January closed with consider-
able activity all along.the Canadian front. In forty-
eight hours, there were no fewer than five raids, our
" men entering the enemy’s lines twice while he made
three attempts against our positions. Early on Sat-




HOLDING THE LINE 61

urday morning, after we had broken into his trenches
and captured two prisoners, he attacked in three par-
ties, each twenty strong. Two of them never suc-
ceeded in reaching our wire; the third penetrated our
trenches, but was driven out immediately. Again on
Saturday night, after a short artillery barrage, we
raided the German lines, but the enemy left his bat-
tered trenches and retired before our attack. Clashes
between patrolling parties were, of course, of frequent
occurrence. In one a Canadian officer and three men,
creeping up to a strong enemy post, threw all their
bombs into it, and, retiring into an empty house, sent
back urgent appeals for more ammunition. The
enemy was so affected by this gentle attention that he
‘“ opened up *’ with his artillery and trench mortars
along half the front. Our guns replied and for ten
minutes there was all the thunder of a minor engage-
ment,

A few days later, Canada in France gave the Germans
another taste of its mettle. Two officers and twenty-
four other ranks raided the hostile lines just east of
Lens and captured eleven prisoners, without suffering
a single casualty. At almost the same hour another of
our patrolling parties, operating opposite Mericourt
and consisting of two officers and eleven men with one
machine gun, crept right up to the enemy’s wire, am-
bushed a hostile working party, and sent it hurrying
for cover. Later in the same evening another of our

atrols, working in Lens itself, rapidly unloaded its
hole supply of eighteen bombs upon sonie neighbour-
ing Germans. One result of these raids was to reveal
the presence on our front of the 190th Infantry Regi-
ment of the 220th Division, a unit well known to our
men, who had taken its measure twice and with sue-
cess in memorable engagements,

While these operations were proceeding in the battle
zone, there was no cessation in the entertainments and
concerts behind the line or in the educational work be-
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ing carried on by the University of Vimy Ridge.

After the figst month’s trial by the 3rd Canadian Di-
vision, the/university was pronounced a success and
a ents were made to extend its activities to the

rest of the corps. Work had been carried on when the
division was in the line and when out of it. Fourteen
lectures were delivéred altogether in the first month,
three of them when the division was in action. Special
classes in agriculture,  business efficiency, applied
science, and physics had been held nightly, some in a
French publie school-house, others in a tent in a shell-
shattereédl gillage, and one in an abandoned brewery.
As an indication of the active interest taken by the
men, a weekly report of one of the reading-rooms
showed an average daily application of ninety-six for
books and pamphlets and a total attendance of two
hundred. Numerous applications had been received
from undergraduates and other students for courses
in advanced reading, and these had been referred to
the central committee in London, representing Cana-
dian universities, which had outlined special courses.

On January 20th, Sir Edward Kemp, Minister of
the Overseas Military Forces of Canada, visited the
corps. He brought with him welcome assurances that
the troops in the field would not want for reinforce-
ments. ‘“The fine record of the corps, which has
never been under strength for two weeks since its
formation, will be maintained,’’ he said. ** With the

_men now in training and those available under the

Military Service Aect, the Dominion has quite enough
men to keep its glorious divisions up to strength.”’
Sir Edward was greatly impressed with the splendid
moral and high spirits of all ranks and this despite a
week’s thaw which had turned the frozen ground to
mud and the low-lying areas to marsh. In some por-
tions of the line, the trenches were one and a half and
two feet deep in water, while others were little more
than quagmires. There were instances where men
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had to be pulled out of the slime by their companions,
while in some cases the infantry were working in mud
nearly up to their boot tops. The greater part of the
line, however, was in good condition, and it was a
great satisfaction to the troops to know that the Ger-
mans, having lost the advantage of the high ground
which they had held so long and having been driven
to the lower levels, were in worse plight than our
forces anywhere on the front. Our patrols could hear
Fritz walking in the water and baling out his trenches
and their hearts were greatly gladdened by the sounds.

Sir Edward’s visit was a flying one. He spent only
twenty-four hours at Corps IHeadquarters, visiting
Vimy Ridge and meeting divisional and brigade com-
manders. He was able to tell them that Sir Douglas
Haig held their troops in warm esteem and spoke
highly of their military achievements. Three days
Iater, Belgium paid a pleasing tribute to the services
of the Canadians in the Ypres salient, when Lieut.-
(ieneral Orth of the Belgian Mission, in the name of
King Albert, decorated Lieut.-General Currie with the
Ordre de Couronne and Croix de Guerre, in recogni-
tion of his personal valour and of the splendid record
of the corps. Shortly afterwards, General Smuts of
South Africa was a visitor at Headquarters and ex-
pressed his admiration of the work done by the Cana-
dian troops. He was followed by representatives of
the London War Committee of the Canadian’ Red
(Cross, who made a detailed examination of the aectivi-
ties of the pociety in the forward area. They were
able to submit a highly satisfactory report to Canada,
supported by the personal testimony of the Corps Com-
mander, who assured them that: ‘‘ The activities of
vour society have been of great value to the Canadian
forces and haveé been highly appreciated. In supple-
menting the work of the C.A.M.C,, it is doing a vital
service. Had it not been for the splendid generosity
of the Canadian people, men wounded in action would
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be denied comforts which are only less than necessi-
ties. I hope Canada will respond as generously in the
future as it has in the past to the appeals of a society
which is giving such splendid service.”’

Routine warfare persisted on the Canadian front
until well on in February, with a slight increase in
activity as spring approached. Our artillery was act-
ive with destructive shoots, and clear nights gave the
flying services much opportunity for bombing raids,
but it was not until February 5th that there was any
appreciable activity amongst the infantry. Then two
successful raids were carried out north of Lens by a
Central Ontario battalion, which succeeded in pene-
trating the enemy’s lines in two places. . One party
got ‘within twenty yards of the German wire before it
was discovered and heavily bombed, while our front
trenches were subjected to a sharp artillery barrage.
Despite vigorous opposition, however, the position
was rushed. The second party had much the same ex-
perience, though it succeeded in getting farther into
the hostile trenches. Two hours later, supported by
their artillery, German raiders made an attempt in
strength against our lines in the Mericourt-Avion sec-
tor. They met with such a reception from our rifle
and machine-gun fire that they were foreed to retire
with numerous casualties and leaving five prisoners it
our hands.

From the middle of February liveliness slowly in-
creased all along the Canadian front, which extended
from Acheville to Loos, both inclusive, a total length
of approximately thirteen thousand yards. It was the
longest line ever held by the corps, but despite three
and a half years of war the Dominion’s fighting
strength in both men and guns was constantly increas-
ing. The overwhelming support of the Military Serv-
ice Act in Canada had placed the military authorities
in a position where they were not only sure of rein-
forcements, but were able to add largely to existing
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fighting units and to make extensive changes in the
corps’ establishment. The reorganization of the Brit-
ish forees in France was proceeding at this time on
the basis of threb instead of four battalions to an
infantry brigade. This change was largely due to the
shortage of man power in the British Isles.” There
was a strong agitation for Canadian reorganization
on similar lines. Those who supported it urged that
the 5th Division should be brought over to France
from England and that the Dominion should put two
corps in the field. Sir Arthur Currie opposed these
proposals, contending that they were not warranted
by experience in the fiell and that ‘‘ owing to the
severity of the losses suffered in modern battle the
man power of Canada was not sufficient to meet the
increased exposure to casualties consequent on the
increased number of Canadian divisions in the field.”
He was sapported by Brigadier-General B. de P. Rad-
cliffe of the General Staff of the corps, a soldier whose
services to Canada can hardly be exaggerated. Coun-
ter-proposals were submitted to the Canadian military
authorities by General Currie, who recommended con-
tinuation of the one-corps organization, with the crea-
tion of certain new units and the addition of one hun-
dred of all ranks to the establishments of the infantry
battalions. The tremendous strain on the infantry
at Passchendaele to supply working parties for the
engineers and personnel for such other services as
machine-gun units had demonstrated the necessity for
increased infantry strength and extensive changes in
the Engineer and Machine-gun Services. Informed
by the experiences of the past, anticipating the opera-
tions of the future, and strong in the assurance of
adequate reinforcements, General Currie proposed a
total increase in.personnel of 315 officers and 13,755
other ranks, and the following important changes in
the organization and strength of various establish-
ments: —
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OFFICERS OTHER RANKS
Reorganization of Canadian Engineers,
involving, in addition to absorption
of four pioneer battalions and three
field companies of bHth Division, an
SODREED . ) socssunroritarsnane e 163 3,822

Reorganization of machine-gun compa-
nies into machine-gun battalions, in-
volving increase of................. 8 1,100

Formation of one additional company for
each of the four machine-gun battal-
ions and necessary increase of battal-
fon Dondguarters ........ocve0vveiins 80 1,963

Reorganization of 1st Motor Machine-
Gun Brigade and creation of 2nd Mo-
tor Machine-Gun Brigade, involving,
in addition to absorption of three
machine-gun companies of 5th Divi-
sion, an increase of................ 7 263

Increase of 100 O.R.’s per infantry bat-
T R AR R AR OO O RS S — 4,800

The plans of the Corps Commander received the
favourable consideration and support of the Com-
mander-in-Chief and were approved by the Minister
of the Overseas Military Forces of Canada. Neces-
sary steps were taken to effect the reorganization as
rapidly as possible. There was need for haste. The
enemy’s attitude grew daily more aggressive. De-
structive artillery *‘ shoots ’* and extensive gas-shell-
ing were of frequent occurrence, and the enemy was
employing trained storm troops for raiding activities.
Farly on the morning of February 13th, the Cana-
dians responded to the somewhat boisterous tactics
of the Germans by raiding their lines near Hill 70 and
again in front of Lens and capturing ten prisoners
and four machine guns. At practically the same time,
far south at Hargicourt, the Royal Canadian Dragoons,
in the trenches once again, crossed one thousand yards
of No Man’s Land, took thirteen prisoners and two
machine guns, destroyed four trench mortars, and
bombed both the enemy’s front and support lines.
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While the raids in the Canadian area were not exten-
sive operations, the one in the neighbourhood of Hill 70
was carried out in some strength by volunteers from
Quebee, Central Ontario, and Manitoba regiments,
who broke into the hostile lines after a heavy barrage
from our artillery and captured six prisoners and two
machine guns. In front of Lens, the attack was car-
ried out by Saskatchewan troops, who operated in two
parties, supported by artillery, trench-mortar, and
Lewis machine-gun barrages. Between them they took
four prisoners and another pair of machine guns.
The raids confirmed the presence of crack German
troops opposite the Canadian front, the prisoners
captured belonging to the First Guards Regiment.
With such fighting activity there was ushered in a
memorable day at Corps Headquarters. At noon on
February 14th, Belgium again honoured Canada and
gave striking appreciation of the value of Canadian
services at Passchendaele and at-.other historic com-
bats in the salient. Fourteen Canadian officers were
decorated by General Sir H. 8. Horne, commanding
the First Army, with the Belgian Croiz de Guerre.
At night, officers of the 1st Division still on active
service met at the Officers’ Club to commemorate their
arrival in France three years before, Over a hundred
were present, bringing with them the memories of
many battles and the knowledge of a great tradition.
Heroes of the ‘“ Old Guard,”” they had taken no ac-
count of the cost, but had come at the call when the
menace to the Empire sent the bugle of Henley blow-
ing over the seven seas. They had left Valeartier in
the greatest Armada in history, a fleet such as Drake
had never imagined when he left the Sound to shatter
the forces of Spain. They had landed at Plymouth to
endure hard and weary months in the mud of Salis-
bury Plain, and then with the spring they had crossed
the Channel to St. Nazaire=and so on to Neuve Cha-
pelle. From Neuve Chapelle the fate of war had




68 THE TRIUMPH OF THE ALLIES

taken them to the salient where they and those with
them had written the epic of Second Ypres, when the
sons of the Dominion had battled desperately against
errific odds, under gas clouds that poisoned the air
and turned days and nights into agony. And ever
since they had been writing other famous chapters in
("anada’s history, chapters telling of Festubert, Gi-
venchy, St. Eloi, Zillebeke, the Somme, Vimy» Ridge,
Lens, and Passchendaele. A Canadian band played in
the ante-room, but could hardly be heard amidst the
babel of voices that welcomed old companions or spoke
of hard-fought struggles in earlier days or told of
brave friends ‘‘ gone out ’’ in service of King and
Empire. Men who had been captains and lieutenants
three years ago were majors and colonels. Tunics
that had been bare when the force landed in France
were marked with honours and awards that told of
distinguished conduct in the field. Majors and colo-
nels were now brigadier-generals or commanders of
divisions — tried men of military worth, tested in
many struggles, proved in vital things.

Sir Arthur Currie welcomed his guests in a speech
as happy as it was fitting. It was such a heart-to-
heart talk as a man might have with his friends —
light in tone for the moment, changing then to the
recitation of grave thoughts and high aspirations, and
then lighter again. But the message that Sir Arthur
gave to his officers was one of hope and inspiration,
of confidence in the year’s struggle that lay ahead, of
conviction in the superiority of the fighting Canadian
Corps over the enemy, of stern resolve that the men
of the Dominion overseas should be utterly worthy of
the Canada at home that had supported them and was
supporting them so splendidly. He dedicated his vet-
erans again to war service,

Sir Arthur introduced the divisional commanders,
saying as he did so that they needed no introduction.
As each commander rose to speak, the applause broke
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ont afresh, for each one of them was of the First
(anadian Expeditionary Force, and the veterans that
night knew no distinetion of brigade and brigade or
division and division except such distinetion as had
been won on the battlefield. The officers who were
present belonged to all divisions because of that wise
policy that took the originals from their veteran force
and gave them other positions and other commands
amongst other units. Following the divisional com-
manders, another rose to speak and the voice of the
artillerymen could be heard even above the enthusias-
tic welcome of those from the infantry. For General
Morrison, the Master Gunner of the corps, was on his
feet. Prince Arthur of Connaught followed him. Be-
cause of himself and because of his father, whom Can-
ada for five years had honoured as he honoured the
Dominion, round after round of cheers shook the
roof.

Then came, perhaps, the most pleasant feature of
the evening. Ever since its formation, the Canadian
Corps had known the wise guidance and benefited
from the war experience of such British soldiers as
(ieneral Radeliffe, the B.G.G.S. of the corps, General
Farmer, A. and Q.M.G., and General Ironsides of the
4th Division. Both Generals Radcliffe and Farmer
were at the dinner and from all present there came a
spontaneous, reiterated demand that they should speak
to the men with whom they had been associated for so
long and for whom they had done so much. It was a
timely and sincere appreciation, of services ably
rendered.

Other speakers were heard. The night passed with
speeches and songs. The temper of those who dined
was one of optimism and unfaltering faith in the noble
cause that had brought them overseas; of just pride
in the past; of iron determination that the vital work
upon which they were engaged should not be finishedl
until vietory was secured and the world freed from
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the curse that had broken so many hearts, wrought so

| -agich agony, and laid waste so many lands.

' It was a happy, historic repnion — touched with the

sadness inseparable from stich a. meeting. Old com-

rades had gone — many of them. They received their

silent tribute of respect when Sir Arthur Currie, after

e his welcome, asked those who dined to respond to a

f 1;‘ silent toast for the. departed, and the much-loved
i padre “of the 1st Division, Canon Scott, recited his
! poem : —

',i-. THE SILENT TOAST

,' 4 “They stand with reverent faces,
T And their merriment gives o’er,

! As they drink the toast to the unseen host
31 Who have fought and gone before,

“1It is only a passing moment

In the midst of the feast and song,
: But it grips the breath, as the wings of death
1 In a vision sweeps along.

“No more they see the banquet
And the brilliant lights around;
But they charge again on the hideous plain
When the shell-bursts rip the ground.

W “Or they. creep at night, like' panthers,
Through the waste of No Man’s Land,
Their hearts afire with a wild desire
And death on every hand.

“ And out of the roar and tumult,
Or the black night loud with rain,
Some face comes back on the fiery track
And looks in their eyes again.

“ Again the love that is passing women’s
And the bonds that are forged by death,
Now grip the soul with a strange control
And speak what no man saith.

“ The vision dies off in the stillness,
Once more the tables shine,
{ But the eyes of all in the banquet hall
Are lit with a light divine.

The evening ended with the world-wide prayer of
the Empire — God Save the King. Men went forth
into the night to face more days and nights of battle
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strain. Whatever the future might hold, they were
determined that the record of Canada in action should
not fail because of them.

For a week after the dinner, affairs went quietly
along the front. Then early on the morning of Feb-
ruary 20th, the men of a famous Winnipeg regiment,
armed with rifles, revolvers, and bombs, according to
choice, but largely with their pet club, the knobkerry,
raided the German trenches just south and east of
Avion. In less than twenty minutes, they broke into
the enemy line in two places, bombed his dug-outs,
captured six Germans, killed and wounded many more,
and returned safely to their own trenches without suf-
fering a single casualty. Three minutes before the
attackers went over the top, our 18-pounders, 4.5,
and 6- and 8-inch guns swept the hostile line with bar-
rage fire, which lifted as the Winnipeg men went for-
ward until our guns were covering the opposing
trenches with a box barrage, while north towards Lens
and south towards Mericourt supporting artillery was
further confusing an already bewildered enemy. Un-
der the protection of the guns, the raiders went across
in two parties. ‘The one to the right advanced in the
open, meeting increasing opposition until the fight
developed into a hand-to-hand struggle on the German -
parapet, in which three of the enemy were killed, while
a hostile machine gun was taken care of by a-support-
ing patrol. The part* to the left followed a sap until
it reached the open and encountered an enemy post.
Overcoming it in a moment, they directed the steps of
two prisoners towards our lines, and then the party
divided into two groups, one going forward to a point
beyond the original objective and bombing enemy dug-
outs, while the other engaged in a slag-heap batthke
which resulted in the capture of two more prisoners.
Upon their withdrawal, they picked up another pair
of Germans who were endeavouring to escape from
the main party, which had been operating on the right.
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Altogether, the raid was carried out with neatness and
despatch, and it gained added interest from subse-
quent identification of the prisoners, who proved to
be from the 23rd R.I.R., old enemies whom the Cana-
dians had thrashed soundly at Passchendaele. -

The heaviness of our barrage fire and the extent
and suddenness of our attack had made the Germans
nervous, so that until daybreak No Man’s Land was
bright with their-flares. Then they subjected our
lines to a projector gas attack as well as a bombard-
ment with sneezing and mustard gas shells, Two days
later, they launched a raid against the lines of a Man-
itoba regiment, which was holding part of the Lens
sector. Though it was supported by intense artillery
fire, it was broken up before it reached our wire. At
the end of the week, the Germans attempted another
raid in the Lens sector. This also failed. Then the
Canadians replied by launching no fewer than three
raids in twenty-four hours. Without support of
artillery, an officer and seven other ranks of a Nova
Scotia regiment crept intd the enemy positions in Lens
and bombed their dugbuts, finally withdrawing with a
prisoner. Following.this, a Quebec regiment under-
took to carry out a daylight operation, but under our
intense artillery fire the enemy withdrew from their
front lines and no prisoners were Secured. At approx-
imately the same time, a Manitoba battalion, south of
Avion, carried out a daylight stealth raid. They were
entirely successful in penetrating the hostile trenches,
but discovered no enemy, the defenders having dis-
creetly retired, leaving only an abandoned machine
gun as spoil for our men.

‘ebruary gave place to March, which came in like
the proverbial lion. With it, the (Germans began
strong raids up and down the British front, evi-
dently seeking identifications and testing the strength
of the opposing forces. It was not until March 4th
that the Canadians were subjected to such onslaughts.
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Then, heralding a raid in force against the 3rd Battal- -
ion, which was holding part of the Lens sector, with a
fifteen-minute intense artillery and trench-mortar bar-
rage directed against the whole Lens front and with
lighter barrages on the Avion and Hill 70 fronts, the
enemy attacked shortly after five o’clock in the morn-
ing. “Armed with liquid fire, one hundred and twenty
men of the 55th Regiment and the same number of
Divisional Storm Troops succeeded in penetrating a
portion of our front line after hand-to-hand fighting.
No sooner had they effected an entrance than the 3rd
Battalion organized a counter-attack in force and,
with rifles, bayonets, and bombs, drove out the enemy
before he could secure either prisoners or identifica-
tion. During the retreat, the Germans were severely
hammered g’ our artillery, trench mortars, and
muchin?gu Not since Passchendaele had so many

of our guns spoken together for so long a time or with
such effect. All along our front our heavy and field
artillery poured shells into the enemy’s forward lines,

support areas, and communications. . Our casualties
during the raid were three, while the Germans’ losses
were estimated at at least a hundred, and two prison-
ers were left in our hands.

For hours after the attack, our guns continued un-
ceasingly pounding the foe, dominating his artillery
and playing havoe with his trenches. Then early the
next morning, the 3rd Battalion, to prove its mettle,
raided the German position. Two officers:and sixty-
three other ranks, supported by an artillery barrage,
entered the enemy’s lines in the southern part of Lens,
found the foe hidden in strength in dug-outs and cel-
lars, bombed them, overcame numerous small parties
in hand-to-hand fighting, and returned with a prisoner
and six casualties, while they placed the German
losses at not less than thirty. Having failed in his
raid, despite his liquid fire, having been raided in turn
and successfully, the sullen enemy spent some hours
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bombarding our lines with gas and high explosive, but
no-further action developed. For its spirited defence
and plucky raid, the 3rd Battalion was personally
congratulated by the Commander-in-Chief,

The Germans did not make another attempt on any-
thing like the same scale. Indeed, they apparently
admitted the raiding superiority of the Cgnadians,
for the next week was largely remarkable for increas-
ing employment of gas. On the morning of March 9th,
the enemy began a concentrated bombardment of our
lines west and south of Mericourt,®vhich lasted two
hours and in which about two thousand rounds of gas
shells were fired, consisting of all calibres up to
15-c.m., but chiefly 7.7-c.m. A percentage of shrapnel
was also used. At the same time, he carried out a
light gas bombardment of Cité St. Pierre, which he
repeated on the following night.

Much retaliatory gas-shelling was practised by the
corps in reply to these activities, and on the morning
of the 15th the Canadians made a most successful raid.
In twenty-five minutes, on the Mericourt front, the 5th
Canadian Mounted Rifles captured nineteen prisoners,
killed twenty Germans either by bullet or bayonet,
blew in a number of enemy dug-outs, and inflicted

. many minor casualties. In addition, an enemy machine

gun was captured. His forward, rear, and assembly
areas and his communications were shelled and gassed
by our heavies and field-guns and swept with fire from
our machine guns and trench mortars. Our men mov-
ing to the attack had to cross half a mile of No Man’s
Land before taking up their positions for the assault.
This difficult maneuvre over a machine-gun-swept
area was carried out with complete success.

A covering party of fifty first took up its position;
then, during an interval of an hour, while the raiders,
one hundred and forty strong, were moving up beside
thdm, a miniature pitched battle was waged not two
hundred yards away between a patrol of a Central
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Ontario regiment, fifteen strong, and an enemy raid-
ing party of double that strength. When the fray was
over, the Germans had been forced to abandon their
offensive intentions and we had taken two prisoners,
both mortally wounded. The covering party for our
major raid had been unable to take part in the fight
lest it should betray the larger operation. Its
restraint was rewarded by a subsequent lull over the
whole front, the Germans evidently thinking that the
failure of their raid marked the end of the morning’s
proceedings. At 5.30 a.m., they realized their mistake.
« Our whole front south and north of Mericourt woke
up on the minute. To the north beside Avion, an
Eastern Ontario regiment created a diversion with a
smoke screen and dummy figures. To the south by
Acheville, Saskatchewan troops made a like demon-
stration. The effect of the operations was to bewilder
the Germans completely and divert their fire from the
decisive point where the Canadian Mounted Rifles
were now going forward under the protection of a
mixed high-explosive and smoke barrage, supported
by our heavy trench mortars, machine guns, and
Stokes guns, and by our heavies, which shelled the
enemy’s main machine-gun positions and strong
points with gas, compelling the crews and garrisons to
keep underground. At the same time, our artillery
to the north and south was supporting the attack, and
counter-battery guns were doing excellent work on
enemy gun positions. - These activities were so success-
ful that our men scarcely encountered any opposition
in advancing to the hostile outpost line. They then
moved forward to the German ‘‘ living line,”’ where
the party divided, one half fighting and bombing its
way up two hundred and fifty yards of hostile trench
to the north, and the other doing the same to the
\south. Enemy dug-outs were blown up and the men
who offered resistance were either killed, captured, or
driven out. Select parties then went forward another
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two hundred yards. One of our men, after three mem-
bers of a hostile machine-gun crew had been killed,
ran up and bayoneted the fourth, put the gun over
his shoulder, and tramped across eight hundred yards
of No Man’s Land back to the O.C. of the regiment, to
whom he presented the gun as a memento. Every de-
tail of the morning’s operations worked like clock-
work. The men had been carefully trained ‘‘ over the
tapes ’’ for a week before the attack and were in
splendid fighting form. Having demonstrated their
ability, they retired and reached their lines, after
passing through a heavy barrage with a total of less
than twenty casualties, most of them of a minor
nature.

On the Canadiafl, as on many other parts of the
western front, the enemy was now restless. Spring
had come. Any day might herald the opening of a
great offensive. The Canadians were well prepared
either for attack or defence. During the winter, they
had employed every possible hour in improying their
positions in the vital Vimy area. How vital that area
was and how great were those preparations can, per-
haps, be best indicated by direct quotation from Part
One of the Interim Report of General Currie on the
operations of the Canadian Corps during the year 1918,
as published in the report of the Ministry, Overseas
Military’ Forces of Canada:—

¢ It will be recalled,’”” General Currie writes, ‘¢ that
the ground held by the Canadian Corps throughout
this period [January 1st-March 21st] had been cap-
tured by the Canadians in the Battle of Vimy and sub-
sequent actions, and held by them practically since its
capture, except for a short interval during the Battle
of Passchendaele. The area had been considerably
improved during this time, and a very complete sys-
tem of trench railways, roads, and water supply was
in operation. Very comprehensive defences had been
planned and partially executed.

.




HOLDING THE LINE 77

‘ Behind Vimy Ridge ¢ lay the northern collieries
of France and certain tactical features which cover
our lateral communications. Here . . . little or no
ground could be given up . . .’!*

‘“ A comparatively shallow advance beyond the
Vimy Ridge would have stopped the operation of the
collieries, paralyzing the production of war material
in France, as well as inflicting very severe hardship
on the already sorely tried population: In conjunec-
tion with the shortage of shipping which practically
forbade an increase in the importation of coal from
England, the loss of the northern collieries might have
definitely erippled F'rance. On the other hand, a deep
penetration at that point, by bringing ithe Amiens-
Bethune railway and main road under fire, would have
placed the British army in a ecritical position by
threatening to cut it in two and by depriving it of
vital lateral communication.

‘“ The tactical and strategical results to be gained
by a moderate success at that point were so far-reach-
ing in effect that, notwithstanding the natural diffi-
culties confronting an attack on that sector, it was
fully expected that the German offensive would be
directed against this, the central part of the British
front.

“ The French knew well the value of the ground
here. To recapture it in 1915 they had engaged in the
most savage fighting of the war and sacrificed the
flower of their regular army.

‘“ Although the British front had later been ex-
tended to the south, and Vimy Ridge had become the
centre sector of the British army, the French always,
manifested the deepest interest in this sector, and it
was often visited by their generals and other officers
of high rank.

‘“ With the prospect of a German offensive now
confronting us, I ordered that the defences should be

1 Extract from Commander-in-Chief’s Despatch, July 8th, 1918.
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revised, to take advantage of the lessons recently
learned and to embody the latest methods. Moreover,
instructions had been issued by the First Army de-
fining the policy of defence to be adopted and the
methods to be followed.

““ The completion of the revised corps defences and
the execution of the new army programme resulted in
the organization of a very deep defended area, con-
sisting of successive defensive systems, roughly paral-
lel to the general line of the front and linked together
by switch lines sited to protect both flanks.

‘“ Each defensive system was designed to protect
definite topographical features, the loss of any one of
which would considerably handicap the defence by un-
covering our artillery.

‘¢ As planned, the main framework of the defence in
depth was based upon machine-gun positions, pro-
tected by belts of wire entanglement so placed, in rela-
tion to the field of fire of the machine guns, that they
were enfiladed over their entire length. The whole
area was compartmented in such a way that the loss
of ground at any one point could be localized and
would not cause a forced retirement from adjoining
areas.

‘“ Machine-gun emplacements of the Champagne
type were constructed, and dug-out. accommodation for
the machine-gun detachments was provided in the
deep tunnels of these emplacements.

*“ This framework was completed as rapidly as pos-
sible by trenches and by defended localities organized
for all-round defence.

‘““ A great many dug-outs were made to accommo-
date the garrisons of these localities, and for dressing
stations and battle headquarters. Advantage was
taken of the possibility of utilizing the subways tun-
nelled in 1916-17 for the attack on Vimy Ridge, and in
addition steps were taken to create an obstacle on the
southern flank of Vimy Ridge by, the construction of
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dams to enable the valley of the Scarpe to be flooded
as required. Trial inundations were made to ensure
the smooth working of these arrangements.

‘“ A great deal of care was given to the distribution
of the artillery in relation to the policy of defence.
Three systems of battery positions were built so as
to distribute the guns in depth and sited so as to cover
the ground to the northeast, east, and south, in case
the flanks of the corps should be turned. These bat-
teries were protected with barbed-wire entanglements
and machine-gun positions against a sudden penetra-
tion of the enemy, and they were designed to become
the natural rallying points of our infantry in this
eventuality.

¢‘ Successive lines of retirement were also prepared,
battery positions were selected, organized, and
marked, cross-country tracks were opened up, and ob-
servation posts, echeloned in depth, were located and
wired in. -

““On Vimy Ridge alone, seventy-two new battery
positions were built and stacked with ammunition:
these positions could be used either for the distribu-
tion of the corps artillery in depth, or as positions
which reinforcing artillery could immediately take up
in the event of a heavy attack.

““The greatest energy, enthusiasm, and skill were
employed in the prosecution of the work by all con-
cerned, and I am greatly indebted to Major-General
P."de B. Radcliffe, then B.G., G.S., for his untiring
and devoted efforts.

“ The weather being much finer during the months
of January, February, and March than is generally
the case, very good progress was made, and the follow-
ing defensive works were completed in rear of the
main front-line defensive system:—

250 miles of trench;
300 miles of barbed-wire entanglements;
200 tunnelled machine-gun emplaceménts.
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‘“ In addition to the above, existing trench systéms,
dug-outs, gun positions, and machine-gun emplace-
ments were strengthened and repaired. KEach trench
system was plentifully marked with signboards and
many open machine-gun positions were sited and
marked. ;

¢ Machine-gun positions, defended localities, and
certain portions of trenches were stored with several
days’ supply of ammunition, food, and water for the
use of the garrisons.

““ The importance attached by the French to the
Vimy Ridge sector was further emphasized by the
visit of General Roques, formerly Minister of War,
and at that moment attached to the Cabinet of the
Minister of War.

‘“ Having thoroughly inspected the defences of the
(Canadian Corps, he expressed himself as satisfied
that every effort had been made to secure the Vimy
Ridge against any surprise attack.”

Such was the situation and condition of the Cana-
dian Corps on the,early morning off March 21st, when
the Germans launched their mighfy offensive against
the fronts of the Fifth and Third British Armies from
Arras to La Fere. Within twelve hours, units of the
corps were on the move. When the attack commenced,
the 3rd Canadian Division washoldifig the line in the
Mericourt-Avion “seefions; the 4th Division held the
Lens-St. Emile front; the 1st Division was in the line
in the Hill 70 s&ction; and the 2nd Division was at rest
in the Auchel-area. Three days later, the 8rd Division
alone was holding the Acheville-Mericourt-Avion see-
tions; the 4th Division, the Lens-St. Emile and Hill 70
sections; the -1st Division was in Army Reserve in
the Chateau de 1a Haie area; and the 2nd Division was
in General Headquarters Reserve in the Mént St.
Eloi area. In other words, two divisions were holding

what three had held and were covering seventeen
thousandy%s]s\of front.
. .\
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While these changes in the dispositions of the corps
were proceeding, the greatest projector-gas bombard-
ment in the course of the war was carried out by the
Canadians on the night of March 22nd, against enemy
positions between Lens and Hill 70. Sharply at eleven
o’clock, a signal rocket gave notice of the zero hour.
A motnent later over five thousand drums of lethal
gas were released from trench-mortardine projectors
into the German positions from the oufskirts of Lens
north to Cité St. Auguste and the Bois de Dix Huit.
From the opposing front lines, favouring winds car-
ried the poisonous clouds back upon the enemy’s dug-
outs, supports, and reserves. The whole front was
lit up with enemy flares, dimly seen through.a heavy
mist, and our mén in the line could hear the enemy’s
gas alarms and cries of distress. Nine minutes later,
our field artillery, supported by our heavy guns and
heavy trench mortars, opened a slow bombardment,
increasing in intensity until forty minutes later enemy
positions were swept with a short, intensive, creeping
barrage which raked his forward and rear areas with
high explosive. Caught by our gas without a mo-
ment’s warning, caught again as he was emerging
from his dug-outs by our artillery fire, the enemy
casualties must have been very heavy. The effective-
ness of our previous gas operatiops had bedn proved
emphatically by the evidence of prisoners, and this
one was three times greater than anything of its kind
ever attempted by the Canadians.

The German reply to our attack came some five
hours later, when they launched a raid in strength
against our lines in the Hill 70 sector. Advancing
under the protection of a heavy trench-mortar barrage,
mixed with high-explosive and gas shells, tiie enemy
attacked along the whole of an Eastern battalion
front. Beaten off from one company sector, he suc-
ceeded in gaining a footing on another company front.
He did not hold his advantage for long. Attacking
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the Germans with bombs, bayonets, and revolvers, our
men drove them in disorder from the trench. They
left sixteen dead behind them and in their flight across
No Man’s Land they were caught in an artillery bar-
rage which caused them further appreciable losses.
During this same night and morning, the 1st Cana-
dian Motor Machine-Gun Brigade, under orders from
British G.H.Q., was withdrawn from the corps area
and ordered south to the Fifth Army area. They
left at 5.30 a.m. on the 23rd. By midnight all batteries
were in action on a thirty-five-mile front east of
Amiens, having travelled over one hundred miles dur-
ing the day. For the next nineteen days, the unit was
constantly fighting rearguard actions to delay the
enemy’s advance or filling in dangerous gaps on the "
fronts of the Third and Fifth Armies. *‘ For nine-
teen days,’”’” says General Currie, in his Interim Re-
port for the year, ‘‘ the unit ‘was continuously in
action north and south of the Somme, fighting against
overwhelming odds. Using to the utmost its great
mobility, it fought over two hundred square miles of
territory. It is difficult to appraise to its correct ex-
tent the influence, material and moral, that the forty
machine guns of that unit had in the events which
were then taking place. The losses suffered amounted
to about seventy-five per cent. of the trench strength
of the unit, and to keep it in being throughout that
fighting, I authorized its reinforcement by personnel
of the infantry branch of the Canadian Machine-Gun
Corps.”” The heroic gallantry of that little unit is
detailed elsewhere in these volumes.' Its activities
were followed with the greatest interest by the whole
corps, though, for the first few days of its operations,
the corps had little time to follow the individual move-
ments of scattered units. It was too busy moving
itself. T
The Canadians were in demand. Their old com-

!See Vol. IV, p. 298 et seq.
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mander, General Byng, needed them badly. He got
two divisions. On the 27th at 4.05 p.m., the 1st Cana-
dian Division was ordered to move to the Couturelle
area, as far south as the.roads went through Aubigny,
Avesnes-le-Comte, and Sombrin. But at dawn on
March 28th, the enemy struck heavily astride the river
Scarpe and they were ordered hastily to retain their
buses and to move back to the Arras-Dainville area.
At that time, the 2nd Canadian Division passed under
orders of the Sixth (Imperial) Corps and moved for-
ward to support the 3rd (Imperial) Division of the
Third Army in the Neuville Vitasse sector. It took its
place in the line on the night of March 29th-30th and
for the next ninety-two days it held a front extending
from the south of the Cojeul river, east of Boislenx
St. Mare, to the southern slopes of Telegraph Hill, a
total length of about six thousand yards. On the same
night the 1st Division went into the line immediately
north of the 2nd Division, the 3rd Canadian Brigade
relieving the 46th Brigade of the 15th (Imperial)
Division, Seventeenth Corps, in the Telegraph Hill
sector. North of the Scarpe, the 3rd Canadian Divi-
sion had come under command of the Thirteenth
Corps, First Army, and was holding the Acheville-
Mericourt-Avion sections, and the 4th Division, under
the same command, was in the Lens-St. Emile-Hill 70
sector. .
When the Germans launched their attack astride
the Scarpe, General Currie had no command. He was
not long without one. -North of the river, the German
offensive extended almost to the right flank of the 3rd
Canadian Division, where the battle-scarred 56th (Im-
perial) Division was heavily engaged. The attack was
renewed in the afternoon, but after hours of fighting
the Germans only succeeded in winning the British
outpost line. The 56th Division, however, had suf-
fered heavily in its vigorous defensive. German pris-
oners were insistent that the attack would be renewed
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again the next morning by storm troops which had
been held‘in reserve for the purpose of capturing
Vimy Ridge by-attacking it from the south. Under
this menace of attack, the 4th Canadian Division was
moved in a night from its positions north of the
Souchez to the 56th Division front, and by 6.45 a.m.
on the 30th the command of the Thirteenth (Imperial)
Corps front passed back to General Currie, who had
the 3rd and 4th Divisions again under his control.

It is difficult to follow all these changes even in such
brief review. Imagine how difficult it was-to execute
them. They were stirring days. Take the 4th Cana-
dian Division, for ingtanceN\ At daybreak one morning,
it was defending tHe left flank of Vimy Ridge; before
midnight its infantry were stumbling in the dark into
strange trenches which but a day before had been the
scene of the desperate defensive of the 56th (Im-
perial) Division. With the infantry came the gunners
and engineers and men of all units and all formations
that completed the divisional strength. Roads and
routes that had known only occasional traffic were
jammed with marching men; with guns and ammuni-
tion limbers; with field ambulances; with horse and
mechanical transport; with motors and lorries and
General Service wagons until the roadsides were
white with dust and the countryside resounded with
the shouts of men — infantry jostling artillery and
mechanical transport threading its way through both,
while staff cars wound in some miraculous way
through the turmoil which was order, only outwardly
cloaked in seeming confusion. And with all this on
the roads, there were buses crammed with infantry.
Other troops went forward by the light railways and
tramways. The area about Vimy was alive as it had
not been for months. Battalion headquarters moved
in the morning to find themselves in strange quarters
at night. Brigade headquarters followed them. The
divisional staff reached its permanent destination in
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the morning and by night Major-General Watson and
selected officers were miles further forward in battle
headquarters. In previous days, the 1st and 2nd Divi-
sions had hurried south, where Genergd Byng’s glori-
ons Third Army was fighting night afld day in one of*
the most desperate battles of all higfory. On strange
roads and in strange places, troops had marched or
been hurried forward in scores and scores of buses
or they had erawled by train over burdened railways
to constantly changing destinations. Trench fighting
had given place for the moment to~what approached
open warfate. Men had billeted where they could in
farmhouses and outbuildings, in camps, and in the
open. One division had changed its headquarters
three times in one day. Brigades had changed as
often. Bewildered battalions with tired officers and
tired men had seemingly been thrown from place to
place at the whim of higher commands. But bewil-
dered as they were and tired as they were, Canadian
officers and men, both north and south of the Scarpe,
were eager for the battle; eager for a struggle from
which all indications were that many would not re-
turn. There was business to be done — the business
that had brought fathers and sons out to France for
the doing of it — and the cause was greater than the
individual. Men moved by night and day with their
“tails in the air,”’ as -the expression goes, which
means that the Canad;r{ Corps was confident of itself,
that its moral was high, that all ranks welcomed days
of action after'days of quiet, and, putting away the
petty things of routine, turned to the vital things of
combat, sure in their record of the past and in no way
alarmed for the future. They had no illusions con-
cerning what might be in store for them. On March
27th, General Currie had issued a special order to the
corps, an order which should rank among the great
documents of Canadian history, and which read: —
“In an endeavour to reach an immediate decision
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the enemy has gathered all his forces and struck a
mighty blow at the British army. Overwhelmed by
sheer weight of numbers the British divisions in the
line between the Scarpe and the Oise have fallen back
fighting hard, steady, and undismayed.

‘“ Measures have been taken successfully to meet
this German onslaught. The French have gathered a
powerful army, commanded by a most able and trusted
leader, and this army is now moving swiftly to our
help. Fresh British divisions are being thrown in.
The Canadians are soon to be engaged. Our Motor
Machine-Gun Brigade has already played a most gal-
lant part ‘and once again covered itself with glory.

““ Looking *hack with pride on the unbroken record
of your glorious achievements, asking you to realize
that to-day the fate of the British Empire hangs
in the balance, I place my trust in the Canadian Corps,
knowing that where Canadians are engaged there can
be no giving way.

““ Under the orders of your devoted officers in the
coming battle you will advance or fall where you
stand facing the enemy.

“ To those who will fall I say, ¢ You will not die, but
step into immortality. Your mothers will not lament
your fate, but will be proud to have borne such sons.
Your name will be revered forever and ever by your
grateful country and God will take you unto Him-
self.’ .

‘ Canadians, in this fateful hour, I command you
and I trust you to fight as you have ever fought,
with all your strength, with all your determination,
with all your tranquil courage. On many a hard-
fought field of battle you have overcome this enemy.

~4With God’s help you shall achieve victory once more.”’

With all their ‘¢ tranquil courage,”’ the Canadians

» had marched to their new positions as they had

marched along the dusty highways of France —
through wrecked villages that once had been the homes
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of men and women and children and were now but
masses of ruins, some of them indeed only marked by
a cross-roads and mounds of debris; or through other
villages, almost untouched by war, where the children
of France came to stare at their guns and the women
to cheer them on. And as they had marched forward
to battle they had sung and the songs of their singing
had often been ‘‘ Tipperary,”’ or the ‘‘ Long, Long
Trail,”” but more often a rollicksome song whose re-
frain was Good-by-y-y-e-e— long drawn out and in-
tensive. Or again, thinking of those at home, they had
hummed ‘‘ Auld Lang Syne ”’ and ‘‘ My Ain Folk.”
Whatever the song, the spirit that prompted it had
been one of high courage, and those who had sung
had preferred to hide the greatness of their spirits
under words that cloaked convictions than to ex-
pose to their comrades the intensity of the faith that
had brought them overseas and sustained them in
long and arduous days. So they had sung and their
bands had gone before them. And those who had
trekked south had passed over ground which had
known the feet of Australia and New Zealand but a
short time before. g

The 1st Canadian Division was more than half-way
to Doullens before it turned back towards the Secarpe.
Had its forces gone further, they would have mixed
with tumultuous traffic. For Doullens, next to Amiens,
was the personification of war behind the line. The
enemy was within short miles of Amiens — short miles
that he could not gain because of the guns and the
men that intervened. But Amiens was feeling the war
as it had not since the beginning. By day it was
shelled. By night it was bombed. For months before,
it had been alive with British troops. Then with the
first impact of the battle, those troops had been rushed
forward to meet the brunt of the attack. For a mo-
ment, Amiens was almost entirely French, a place of
quiet streets, with open shops and cafés, sun and life
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and peace. Then :tragglers began to come in with
their stories of companies exterminated to the last
man, of gunners killed at their guns. The tragedy of
the war overcame the brightness of the sun. The
quiet streé{s seemed unreal and the open shops a fan-
tasy. Then had come shells and bombs by night and
by day until the civilians were evacuating the city in
hundreds and ruin was slowly spreading everywhere.
At Doullens, the tide of refugees combined with the
tider of troops to jam every thoroughfare. Here, too,
civilians were leaving for the base. And so, also, to
a lesser degree, were the inhabitants of St. Pol and
other considerable centres. The roads were crowded
with troops and transports and through the military
congestion moved slow-plodding animals, dragging
peasants’ carts, heavily loaded with home effects. By
their sides trudged man and wife and child. Sorrow-
ful but courageous, homelesg but defiant, France was
suffering another tragedy. Humble homes lay in ruins
from bombs and shells. Tired women and children,
with tear-stained faces, but with courage, in their eyes,
were leaving their little places in the sun. All around
them was war. Here a new battalion swung along a
highway. Here the remnants of a stricken regiment
trudged slowly back to rest. Their faces and their
clothes were caked in dust. Their eyes were tired.
They looked old. Some of them limped as they
walked. Others had heads and arms bandaged. But
they cheered those who passed to the battle and those
who passed cheered them, giving such due as men glve
to those who have fought gloriously.

As the civilian population were moving back, thou-
sands of clamouring men at great base ports were
striving to get forward. Officers hastily recalled from
leave pleaded with R.T.0.’s and with heads of
mechanical transport centres — with all possessors of
things that went by rail or by road, by steam, by
petrol, or by horse-power — for assistance to reach
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their headquarters, that they might not be missing
when their units advanced to the battle. Some got up
to the war zone by train; others came by carts; others
stole rides on lorries; others *walked and begged lifts
in passing motor cars; others did all'five. But Cana-
dians, Australians, Englishmen, Scotchmen, Irishmen,
.and all the other men that made the British army in
I'rance, reached their headquarters by some manceuvre
and, hating heroics, made light of it all, complaining
only that a misguided enemy had selfishly interfered
with their leave.

While these men were struggling, and struggling
successfully, to get up to the front, the Canadians in
the battle zone were reconnoitring strange No Man’s
Lands and making themselves as comfortable as they
could in new trenches and strange billets. They
scemed to have a particular fancy for caves. The 4th
(‘anadian Division’s battle headquarters was located
in the famous Aux Rietz Cave. In this case, the cave
entrance was only wide enough to admit two men at
a time. It led to a flight of earthen steps that went
down thirty feet, and, turning sharply to the right,
descended another thirty feet. Sixty feet from the
sun, the narrow entrance gave place to a succession of
caves that would have sheltered a battalion. There
was neither light nor food, bedding nor heat, when
General Watson first arrived there with his staff. But
carpenters and engineers and sweating aides worked
all night and all the next day until the caves were
partitioned off into offices and messes and kitchens and
billets. In two days the floor of the cave was boarded.
In three, it was a headquarters fit for any regiment in
time of battle. By day, it was easy of approach, but
by night there was need for caution. For officers went
armed, sentries were on the alert, and men were never
far from their rifles. There were many stories of
German spies filtering through the lines of the strug-
gling British forces to the south and beyond these
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lesser possibilities there was the imminent danger of
attack against the ridge.

Large as the cave was at Aux Rietz, it was nothing
to those around Arras. The 3rd Brigade of the 1st
Division, when it was in support just outside of the
city, was to be found in a series of vaults which
stretched for hundreds of yards underground. There
were thousands of men in it. The huge galleries had
only flickering candles to relieve the gloom. After
twenty-four hours of such a camping place, clothing
was wet with moisture from the roof and floor, and
vet men lived and slept and ate for days in this giant
hole under the ground. Outside, the earth was marred
and pitted with shell holes. Shells ‘‘ ecrumped ’’ over-
head intermittently, shaking the walls, and bringing
the sides of the cave down in muddy lumps with each
shock. It was a dirty life, but a hole in the ground
was often a gift from the gods in these days and con-
ditions for those in ‘‘ support’’ were ‘¢ jake ’’ com-
pared with the circumstances of men in the advanced
areas, where gas and shell -and high explosive made
life little more than a constant hell.

North and south of the Scarpe, a week had trans-
formed the front for the Canadian Corps. ‘‘ Soccer '
and tennis and baseball and badminton were things
of the past. Players in divisional concert parties who
had been striving with one another to produce the best
thing on the western front were now digging trenches,
the *“ lovelies '’ no longer camouflaged women, but
hard-bitten ‘‘ birds ** of the line or the support or
the reserve. There was no time now for the little
restaurants and cafés where officers and men had
nfade merry. Now ‘“ G,”” and ““ A" and ““ Q,”” and
“ 17" %ad the battle in_hand. There were a million
things to be done, with little time for the doing.
Otherwise men would go hungry or thirsty, or guns
would be wanting for ammunition, or lives would be
sacrificed. A week before, one could have stood upon
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the ridge with comparative safety; now 4t was under
constant fire, and the nights and days weré noisy with
the shrieking and bursting of shells.

As Easter Monday a year before had found the
Canadigns moving mightily to attack Vimy Ridge, so
this Easter Sunday found them charged with its de-
fence. e threatened German attack on the old 56th
(Imperial) Division front now held by the 4th Cana-
dian Division never developed. Enemy preparations
on the morning of March 30th to renew the offensive
were effectually overcome by the massed fire of our
artillery. At 3.45, at 4.30, and again at 5 o’clock, the
southern flank of Vimy Ridge, stretching out towards
Arras, was alive with fire from our guns, which
rdined shells on the enemy’s front lines, communica-
tion trenches, and assembly areas. Our Stokes guns
were directed chiefly upon hostile communications, our
machine guns maintained a hail of fire across No Man’s
Land and upon the enemy’s front line, while our light
and heavy artillery kept up a constant harassing fire
for two hours, increasing to battle barrage at the
times stated, when every gun was firing shell upon
shell as fast as the gunners could feed them to the
cannon. Under such concentration of fire, the Ger-
man attack never developed. Again on Monday morn-
ing, our guns, heavy and light, smashed up the
enemy’s communications, supports, and assembly
areas, while machine guns and heavy and light trench
mortars added their fire to the programme which gave
the foe further grim notice of our readiness to meet
his offensive operations.

During these days both the German concentration of
infantry and weight of artillery indicated a renewal
of the offensive at any time. The situation was eriti-
cal. Owing to the operations astride the Scarpe on
the night of March 28th-29th, the front-line system
had been abandoned under orders of the Thirteenth
Corps and the troops withdrawn to the Blue Line in
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front of the Bailleul-Willerval-Chaudiére-Hirondelle
Line, as far north as the Mericourt sector:.

¢ Thig Blue Line,” says (feneral Currie, in his In- '
terim Report of the year’s operations, ‘‘ was origi-
nally sited and constructed as an intermediate posi-
tion, and consisted in most parts of a single trench
too, plentifully supplied with dug-outs. This meant
that until a support line was dug and made continu-
ous the troops had to be kept in strength in the front
line, subject to heavy casualties from hostile shelling,
and to probable annihilation in case of an orgamzed\
attack.

¢ Any advance beyond the Blue Line on the 4th
Cafiadian Division front would have brought the Ger-

ans within assaulting distance of the weakest part of
?1@ Vimy Ridge, and the severity of the shelling
seemed to indicate that a renewal of their attacks was
probable, *

‘1 therefore directed that every effort should be
made to give more depth to our new front-line system
by pushing forward a line of outposts and by digging a
'continuous support line, as well as by constructmg
reserve lines at certain points of greater tactical im-
portance. Switch lines facing south were also sited
and dug or improved.

‘‘ Every available man was mustered for this vital
work, and the need of properly organized Engineer
Services was very keenly felt.

““To increase the depth of our defences, machine-
gun detachments were extemporized by borrowing
men from the machine-gun battalions, who had then
completed their organization on an eight-battery basis.
Some fifty extra machine guns were secured from
Ordnance and other sources, and also a number of
extra Lewis guns.

‘¢ Personnel from the Canadian Light Horse and
the Canadian Corps Cyclist Battalion were organized
in Lewis and Hotchkiss gun detachments and sent
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forward to man the defences in Vimy and Willerval
localities, under orders of the 3rd and 4th Canadian
Divisions.”’

The machine-gun companies of the 5th Canadian
Division had also arrived in France on March 25th
and were now holding deﬁmte defensive posnt ns on
Vimy Ridge.

On the night of the 7th-8th of April, the ht Cana-
dian Division again came under General Currie’s com-
mand. They relieved the 4th (Imperial) Division
astride the Scarpe, the army boundaries being altered
so that the First Army front included the sector taken
over by the 1st Division, The front held by the corps
was now approximately sixteen thousand yards in
length, extending roughly from the Scarpe to the
Souchez, and not including the six thousand yards
held by the 2nd Division under the Sixth Corps, Third
* -Army.

" Hardly had the 1st Division taken over its new posi-
tions whén-a strong ener ing party, seeking
identifications, attacked s th of the Scarpe. It was
mowed down by our rifle And machine-gun fire and re-
pulsed with heavy losses./*In no case did any of the
enemy succeed in gettinglpast our outpost line, The
first raid, which was dirécded against our positions
north of Telegraph Hill, wis preceded by a heavy
enemy bombardment of over two hours’ duration, in
which all calibres were employed against our front
and support lines. Just before he attacked, the enemy
added a heavy minenwerfer barrage to his artillery
fire. Then a hostile party, over one hundred strong,
advanced against our lines. It wag§ immediately
caught by our rifle and machine-gun fire and broken up.
The raiders, reorganizing in shell holes, attempted to
carry on the attack in scattered groups, but these were
easily dispersed before any had come within one hun-
dred and fifty yards of our line. Over thirty per
cent. of the raiders never returned to their trenches.
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On April 9th, the anniversary of the taking of Vimy
Ridge, the Germans, foiled in the south, attacked on
the Lys front between La Bassée and Armentiéres.
In the attack there was a threat to Bethune and the
north flank of the ridge, and the German artillery was
active all along the Canadian front from the Scarpe to
the Souchez. During the whole night of April 8th and
all the next day and night, our guns thundered in re-
ply ¢p the Boche. War brooded over the ridge. From
Len¥ to Arras, ruin was added to ruin. Smoky by
day, rimmed in fire by night, the old fighting grounds
were again alive to the battle. The constant crumping
of shells in Arras, Liévin, Acq, Kcoivres, and other
big and little centres was answered by the roar of our
guns carrying destruction to the enemy’s forward and
reag zones. Under cover of a mist, the Germans
raided our lines again in the vicinity of the Scarpe.
Their initial attack carried them into our front
trenches. With six prisoners, they commenced to re-
tire, having identified the presence of Canadians in
front of Arras. As they retired, our infantry, in a
brilliant little counter-attack, resened their own men
and drove the enemy back to their trenches in con-
fusion, capturing seven prisoners and a machine gun.
In the next twenty-four hours, five raids were car-
ried out by the Canadians in various parts of the
line.

In the meantime, further changes in the corps front
were being planned. While the Canadians were not
directly involved in the Lys battle, the drain upon the
British forces to meet this menace to the north made
it imperative that additional troops should be sup-
plied. Under orders from the First Army, the 46th
(Imperial) Division, holding the Lens-St. Emile-Hill
70 sector, were commanded to take part in the battle,
and they were withdrawn from the”Vimy front on
April 13th, when the 3rd Canadian Division took over
their line. At the same time, the fronts of the other
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Canadian divisions were readjusted and the Canadian
Corps was in occupation of no less than twenty-nine
thousand yards of line, held by three divisions, and
extending from Hill 70 to the Scarpe. Theirs was a
task of vast responsibility. The Germans had failed
in their major part of destroying the Mhitish army.
They had failed to take Amiens or to divide the Brit-
ish and French forces. By capturing the coal-fields of
the North, they could still largely paralyze the offen-
sive and defensive power of Fragce. And Canada
was defending this ridge with thi#e divisions. The
tremendous length of the line made it impossible to
hold it in any great strength or depth; and as a result
of the Gennan advances to the north and south, the
corps found itself in a deep salient, open to attack
from the flanks.~ To deceive the enmemy, the corps
adopted a very aggressive attitude, constantly haras-
sing the enemy’s forward and rear areas, raiding his
lines, and employing gas extensively, At the same
time, steps were takén to strengthen the Canadian
forces. The situation was critical.

‘“ The success of the German offensives,’’ says Gen-
& eral.Currie, ‘‘ emphasized the need of greater depth

. for defensive dispositions, which depend very largely

on the stopping power of the machine gun. Unfor-
tunately the number of machine guns with a division
was inadequate to give the required depth of defence
on a front exceeding four thousand yards in length.
Kach of my divisions was now holding a front approx-
imately ten thousand yards in length, and the extem-
porized machine-gun detachments formed previously;,
added to the machine-gun companies of the 5th Cana-
dian Division, in my opinion were far from sufficient
for the task.

“1 decided, therefore, to add a third company of
four batteries to each battalion of the C.M.G. Corps,
thus bringing up to ninety-six the number of machine
guns in each Canadian division. This entailed an in-
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crease in personnel of approximately fifty per cent.
of the strength of each machine-gun battalion.

“ These companies were formed provisionally on
April 12th by withdrawing fifty men from each in-
fantry battalion. Of these men a portion was sent to
the machine-gun battalion to be combined with the
trained personnel, so that each machine-gun crew® ™
would include at least four trained gunners. The re-
mainder of the infantry personnel, withdrawn as
above stated, was sent f6 a special machine-gun depét,
formed for the purpose, and there underwent an
abridged but intensive course of training. Thus an im-
mediate supply of reinforcements was ensured. Twenty
three-ton lorries had been borrowed from General
Headquarters to supply a modicum of transport to
the new units, and on April 13th some of the new
machine-gun batteries were already in-the line at eriti-
cal points.”’ .

These drains upon the infantry battalions left in-
sufficient men to garrison the local defences of Vimy
Ridge or to reinforce parts of the front if the enemy
were successful in effeeting a deep penetration. The
engineers were called upon and two special brigades
were organized as followg: —

The Hughes Brigade. — Commanded by Liieut.-Colo-

nel 1. T. Hughes and composed of : —

‘“ A’ Battalion — 185th, 176th, 250th Tunnelling
Companies, R.E., and 2nd, 4th, and 5th Army
Troops Companies, C.E. v

““ B Battalion — 1st Canadian Divisional Wing.

‘(" Battaliop — 4th Canadian Divisional Wing.

Approximate strength — officers, 184; other ranks,

4,050,

McPhail’s Brigade. — Commanded by Lieut.-Colo- ,

nel A. McPhail and composed of : —

“D?” Battalion —5th Canadian Division Engi-
neers, Pioneer Reinforcements, 1st Tunnelling
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Company, C.E., and Third Army Troops Com-

pany, C.E. L ‘

‘“ K’ Battalion — 2nd Canadian Divisional Wing.

“F » Battalion — 3rd Canadian Divisional Wing.

Approximate strength — officers, 148; other ranks,
4,628,

- ~

In addition to these measures, each division organ-
ized its own ‘‘ last resort ’’ reserves, using the per-
sonnel of infantry battalions left at transport lines,
transport personnel, and the personnel of its divi-
sional headquarters. All these units had some meas-
ure of training. Fvery man that could fight was
called upon. Detachments of tanks were secured to
further strengthen the defence. The 11th Tank Bat-
talion, with twenty-four tanks, was placed at the dis-
posal of the corps, with officers and drivers and arma-
ment. The corps supplied the gunners and the tanks
were distributed at critical points throughout the area,
as follows: —

18 tanks behind the ‘St. Catherine switch at inter
vals of about 300 yards, facing south;

3 tanks in the gap between the Souchez river and
Bois-en-Hache, facing east;

3 tanks on the ridge behind Angres, facing east.

The tanks were intended to form points of resistance
in case of a successful enemy offensive and were un-
der instructions to remain in action for twelve hours
after coming in contact with the enemy, thus gaining
time that would be vital in a crisis. The 1st Canadian
Motor Machine-Gun Brigade, back from the Amiens
battle, was held as a mobile reserve at one hour’s
notice. Complete preparations were made for blowing
up bridges, ralways, roads, and pumping stations in
case of necessity. ¢ ‘‘ Every contingency,”” General
Currie reporgs, ‘‘ was prepared t;gr down to the minut-
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est detail, and nothing could be more inspiring than
to witness the extraordinary spirit displayed by every-
body in their untiring labour and ceaseless vigi-
lance.

‘“ Extended almost to the breaking point, in danger
of being annihilated by overwhelming attacks, the
corps confidently awaited the assault. All ranks of
the corps were unanimous in their ardent resolve to
hold to the last every inch of the ground entrusted to
their keeping. y

‘“ It was for them a matter of great pride that their
front was substantially the only part of the British
line which had not budged, and one and all felt that it
could not budge so long as they were alive.”’

It did not. The Germans never dared a frontal at-
tack on the ridge and were never able to move success-
fully against it on the flanks.

Following their aggressive policy of artillery, raid-
ing, and gas activity, the Canadians on the night of
April 20th carried out on a vast scale a combined pro-
jector-gas and gas-shell bombardment. For hours our
heavies and howitzers poured shells upon hostile bat-
tery positions, using lethal gas and lachrymatory gas,
mixed with high explosive. Then at two o’clock on
the morning of April 21st, over twelve hundred drums
of lethal gas were projected against the enemy
trenches and supports in an intensive, concentrated
bombardment of the Lens area immediately north of
the city. Altogether over nine thousand shells were
used in the antillery bombardment against hostile po-
sitions at Rouvroy, Bois Bernard, and other chief
centres of enemy artillery activity. For hours shoot
followed shoot, intensive bursts of lethal gas being
followed by prolonged and deliberate lachrymatory
gas-shelling. Bombardment succeeded bombardment
at greater and lesser intervals in a scientific, carefully

. thought-out programme of destruction designed to

silence enemy guns and kill the crews or at least make
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operation of the batteries impossible for some time. To
add to the liveliness. of the night, our trench mortars
and machine guns maintained a steady, harassing fire.
The next evening, the Germans fared equally badly.
They replied to our gas-shelling by projecting sixteen
hundred drums of tear gas against our positiods north
of Lens, but our infantry raided their lines in seven
places and were supported in their activities by more
continued, calculated gas-shelling and more concen-
trated artillery barrages. This policy was maintained
night after night until the Canadians possessed No
Man’s Land. It culminated in a series of raids at the
end of the month which marked the busiest period the
corps had ever known in its history outside of actual
battle operations. In forty-eight hours we carried out
nine raids, capturing fifty-six prisoners, seven ma-
chine guns, and one granatenwerfer. From Hill 70
to near the Scarpe, between Friday at midnight and
Sunday at midnight, the hostile lines were pierced
again and again by our infantry, who gave the enemy
literally no rest from dusk until dawn. Regiments
from British Columbia, Manitoba, Central and East-
ern Ontario, and Quebec all took part in the opera-
tions, one British Columbia regiment making two
raids during the period and establishing the splendid
record of four raids during one tour in the line.
Outstanding amongst the raids in the number of
prisoners taken, though not in the hard nature of the
fighting or the difficulties of attack, were the combined
operations of Quebeec and Manitoba regiments on Sun-
day morning, when strong raiding parties attacked
the enemy positions south of Gavrelle! Fifty-four
prisoners were taken, including a company com-
mander and a forward artillery observation officer.
Three machine guns were destroyed, five enemy dug-
outs were blown in, one of them known to contain
twelve men, and twenty enemy dead were counted in
the trenches before our men withdrew., In addition to
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being a splendid infantry success, the raid was a
triumph for our artillery. Our men advanced under
the protection of a concentrated barrage from our
heavies, field-guns, trench mortars, and machine guns.
Their fire was so effective that the enemy artillery
telephone communications were cut. A heavy mist
prevented any kind of observation. The result was
that the German artillery was entirely out of touch
with its infantry in the line and our men crossed No
Man’s Land practically without encountering any
enemy shelling. The foe was caught napping. For
three nights, the Germans had been standing to, an-
ticipating an attack; but they had relaxed their vigi-
lance, ‘and the surprise was complete. Having
thoroughly studied the engmy trenches by means of
British maps, our men riided on familiar ground.
The Germans, unprepared and denied support from
their artillery, ran for cover to their dug-outs or sur-
rendered with only scattered attempts at resistance.
Our able counter-battery work was another valuable
factor in the success, many hostile batteries being
silenced or neutralized. Our infantry counted twenty
German dead before they withdrew. From informa-
tion given by prisoners, twelve more were thought to
have been killed in one dug-out, and many others must
have met death in similar retreats. Our casualties
were very light.

The general raiding operations began on Friday
night, when an officer and thirty-seven other ranks
from a British Columbia regiment, under cover of an
artillery, trench-mortar, and machine-gun barrage,
entered the German lines in the Hill 70 sector. The
enemy offered a stout resistance and no prisoners
were taken here. Our men counted eleven German
dead before they withdrew. Shoulder straps were
secured for identification. About the same time an
Eastern Ontario regiment, in the vicinity of Arleux,
was conducting another gallant operation. Here the
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(anadians, finding the enemy’s wire intact, cut it un-
der heavy machine-gun and rifle fire and pushed for-
ward their attack. The German garrison finally
abandoned their trench line and sought greater secur-
ity in their dug-outs. The Canadians took possession
and, using prepared mobile charges, destroyed six of
the dug-outs with their occupants. Then they with-
drew, having secured the desired identification. At
three o’clock on Saturday morning in Lens itself an
officer and twenty men of a Manitoba regiment, with a
covering party of three-quarters their strength, stole
up to the German line without any artillery prepara-
tion to give notice of the attack, captured two prison-
ers, and before withdrawing counted fourteen German
dead. Further south at Mericourt, twenty-eight men

"“.and an officer of a British Columbia battalion cut two

belts of German wire by hand and gained admittance
to the enemy line. So much time had been lost, how-
ever, that approaching daylight forced them to retire.
Two scouts, none the less, went forward to reconnoitre
the German positions, crawling through a double
series of wire defences to do so. To erown a night of
splendid activity, an officer and thirty other ranks of
a Manitoba regiment carried out a completely success-
ful operation south of Arleux, though the German
wire had first to be cut by hand and blown up by am-
monal tubes. That done, the raiders pushed forward
and gained all their objectives, fighting their way with
bayonets and bombs to the desired positions in the
German trenches where blocks were established. The
attack was made under a heavy enemy barrage which
came down shortly after the raid was launched. In
the face of intense artillery fire, an enemy machine-
gun crew was rushed, five of the crew killed, and the
gun captured. During the trench fighting, one section
of the raiding party located another machine gun
which was harassing our men on their left flank. The
gun could not be reached owing to heavy rifle-fire, but
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the position was bombed and the gun put out of action.
Finally, a reinforcing party of thirty Germans was
repulsed and our men withdrew, evacuating their
wounded, only four altogether, under heavy fire. A
feature of this gallant little operation was the conduct
of the officer commanding the party, who ‘‘ carried
on "’ during the whole raid, though suffering from
four wounds.

The seventh raid took place at three o’clock on Sun-
day morning in the vicinity of Mericourt. Two officers
and twenty-eight other ranks rushed an-enemy post,
the garrison retreating before our bombing and rifle-
fire until daylight prevented further pursuit. On Sun-
day night again, after twenty minutes of intense fire
from our heavies, field-guns, and trench mortars
against hostile trench junctions and approaches, men
from a Central Ontario regiment succeeded in passing
through the German wire and reaching their objec-
tives in the vicinity of Acheville, but the foe, evacuat-
ing the trench, launched a counter-attack, supported
by liquid fire and machine guns. Despite the vigour
of the onslaught, our men did not withdraw until they
were satisfied that identification could not be secured.
Then they retired, taking their wounded with them.
Finally, two officers and thirty other ranks of the Brit-
ish Columbia regiment which had already raided the
enemy in the Mericourt sector repeated the perform-
ance.

Such was the temper of the Canadians who held
Vimy Ridge for France during the spring campaign
of 1918. It was not their fate to be directly engaged
in the desperate battles of that campaign; but from
April 10th until they were relieved by the 15th, 51st,
52nd, 20th, and 24th (Imperial) Divisions, the 1st,
3rd, and 4th Canadian Divisions held a line exceeding
29,000 yards in length, practically a 10,000-yard front-
age for each division. At the same time the 2nd Cana-
dian Division was holding 6,000 yards of front on the
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Neuville Vitasse sector, making a total of 35,000 yards
of front for four Canadian divisions.

Well might Sir Arthur Currie conclude his report
of this period with the following sentences: —

‘‘ The total length of the line held by the British
Army between the Oise and the sea was approximately
one hundred miles, therefore the Canadian troops
were holding approximately one-fifth of the total
front.

‘¢ Without wishing to draw from this fact any ex- '
aggerated conclusion, it is pointed out that although
the Canadian Corps did not, during this period, have
to repulse any German attacks on its front, it never-
theless played a part worthy of its strength during
that period.””




CHAPTER IV
LAST DAYS OF THE VIMY FRONT

T rest at last! For the first time in its history,
A the Canadian Corps ‘‘ceased to function’’ in
its official capacity on May 7th, and for two
months it was out of the line, though during all that
time one of the divisions was in the line south of the
Scarpe. General Byng had the 2nd Canadian Divi-
sion under the Sixth (Imperial) Corps in the Neuville
Vitasse sector; and it was not until July 1st that Gen-
eral Currie succeeded in getting it back again, and
then only on the condition that it was replaced by the
3rd Canadian Division. When it was finally relieved,
it left the trenches with a splendid record. It had
held its front for ninety-two days, during which time
it repulsed a series of local attacks, carried out
twenty-seven raids, captured three officers, one hun-
dred and one other ranks, twenty-two machine guns,
and two trench mortars, and inflicted severe casualties
on the enemy. *‘‘The aggressive attitude adopted by
this division at such a critical time and under such
adverse conditions,”’ General Currie declares in his
official report, ‘‘ had a most excellent effect on our
troops, and it certainly reduced to the lowest point
the fighting value of two German divisions, namely,
the 26th Reserve Division and the 185th Division.”’
Indeed, the Germahs™in front of the 2nd Division
had little resf.* One of their earliest experiences of
the mettle of the troops opposite them was on the
morning of April 8th, when two of their raiding par-
ties endeavoured to penetrate the Canadian positions.
The 2nd Division ‘was holding some six thousand
104
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yards of front from south of the Cojeul river, east of
Boisleux St. Mare to the southern slope of Telegraph
Hill. The line skirted Neuville Vitasse, which was
largely German, and ran in front of Mercatel and
Boisleux St. Mare, both of the latter being Canadian.
The two raids were directed against our positions
around Neuville Vitasse, and were supported by heavy
artillery barrages. The first, about forty strong, was
driven off with heavy casualties, leaving ten dead in
front of our posts. The second was of a more deter-
mined nature. The attack was launched in two waves.
The first, one hundred strong, was met by our men
with rifle and machine-gun fire, deferred until the at-
tackers were within close enough range to ensure good
execution. The reception was so hot that the attack-
ers, armed only with bombs, were thrown into confu-
sion. Reinforced by a covering party of fifty, they
endeavoured to continue the attack, but they were
again overwhelmed by our fire, and retired in great
disorder, leaving thirty bodies in front of our wire.
As a slight return for this morning attention, one of
our bombing parties proceeded against a German post
in the afternoon, bombed it, killing the entire garrison
of ten, and then advanced another seventy-five yards
until they encountered a hostile party of over double
their strength, In the fight that followed they sus-
tained a few casualties, but they returned confident
that they had inflicted many more upon the enemy.

It would take much space to detail the many activi-
ties on this front. The 19th Battalion, upon occasion,
came to the assistance of the ‘¢ Liverpool Lads,”” who
were holding their right flank and whose line had been
pierced to some depth by a hostile party. An officer
of the 19th Battalion organized a counter-attack upon
his own initiative and cleared half the trench that
had been taken, while the ‘* Liverpool Lads,’’ operat-
ing from the other flank, swept the Germans out of
the positions in disorder. Later, when the Germans
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attacked in some force, the Canadian artillery, rifle,
and machine-gun fire was very effective in dispersing
the enemy. One battalion raided the enemy lines five
times in one week without suffering a casunalty. A
sergeant in another regiment, working his way alone
to the German position, found thirteen of the foe
asleep beside a machine gun. He crept up to the post,
captured the gun, returned with it to our lines and,
organizing an offensive party, went back to secure
some prisoners(.]/But the attackers found the enemy
on the alert and the garrison strongly reinforced. In
another daring incursion, a lieutenant and five other
ranks, despite the presence in the near distance of a
large hostile working party, crept along ‘a trench until
they encountered a German machine-gun crew, killed
the crew, captured the machine gun, and returned
triumphant. In the same manner another lieutenant
with six men charged a large working party with the
bayonet, drove the Germans into a trench, bombed
them as they were huddled together in confusion, and
then withdrew with only three slight casualties, all*
sustained from machine-gun fire during the with:
drawal. These incidents give some indication of the
individual fighting temper of our men. Singly, in
small parties, or in large groups, they were constantly
on the alert and always aggressive.

In a highly successful raid in the first week in May,
Saskatchewan troops, under cover of an artillery and
machine-gun barrage, penetrated the enemy’s outpost
lines on the Arras road, north of the Cojeul river, to
a depth of four hundred yards on a frontage of six
hundred yards. The raid was conducted at slight loss
to ourselves, but both sides of the road were marked
with German dead and their casualties were esti-
mated at at least one hundred. In addition, our men
captured seven prisoners and four machine guns. On
the right of our attack, the Germans offered only a
feeble resistance, but on the left there was some severe
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hand-to-hand fighting. After a sharp resistance, the
enemy broke, and running back were caught by our
artillery barrage and likewise paid toll to our snipers.
In another brisk encounter, Central and Eastern On-
tario regiments raided the foe in the outskirts of
Neuville¢* Vitasse, capturing ten prisoners and four
machine guns. At three o’clock on the morning of
May 7th, another successful operation was carried out
against the Neuville Vitasse defences-by the 25th and
26th Battalions, The raid, which was pulled off in
darkness lighted only by flares and over ground deep
in mud from heavy rains, was disappointing in only
one feature, the reluctance of the Germans to fight.
While forces to qur right and left provided artillery
demonstration aich increased the confusion of the
enemy and distracted some of his men, our men under
cover of an intense shrapnel barrage from our field ar-
tillery, supported by our heavies, Stokes, and machine
guns, advanced against the enemy outpost line in
seven parties. Save in only a few instances, the en-
emy retired from their advanced line. As our shrap-
nel barrage gave place to a box barrage around the
(ferman positions, our men slowly and surely stum-
bled over the ragged ground. The 25th Battalion met
with little epposition, save at one post, manned by
twenty Germans, who put up a strong fight with stick
bombs before they were disposed of by Mills bombs.
One machine-gun post, with a garrison of three, was
rushed by one Canadian, who bayoneted two. of the
enemy, shot the third, and brought their gun back to
our lines. The 26th Battalion had harder going.
Near the Beaurains-Neuville Vitasse road, two garri-
sons offered stout resistance. All the defenders were
killed and we captured an additional machine gun.
Eight minutes after the launching of the attack our
men withdrew, having secured requisite identifications,

Over two weeks, giarked by constant artillery and
patrol activities, pa¥8ed before the 2nd Division con-
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ducted :ny further outstanding operations. Then on
May 22nd, they raided the enemy’s lines at Neuville
Vitasse and south of Mercatel. 'They found the Ger-
mans on the alert and in distinctly better moral than in
recent operations. The major raid was directed against
Neuville Vitasse by Alberta troops of the 31st Bat-
talion, who attacked the enemy’s lines in three places
just after midnight. Trained over the tapes and
familiar with the ground, our men, however, wgre
handicapped by bright moonlight, and enemy machifie-
gun activity added further diffieulties to an advance
over naturally difficult ground. An observation post
and a deep dug-out in front of the village were our
main objectives. After a strongly-wired German
trench had first been subjected to a destructive shoot
from our howitzers, the Albertans went forward.
Finding the wire successfully cut, they pressed on.
On the right, the only serious opposition encountered
was from a machine-gun post on the flank. A special
party, detailed to put the gun out of action, encoun-
tered very strong wire and was held up for some mo-
ments in direct view of the garrison. The party,
however, had advanced under the protection of a
heavy rifle-grenade fire, which had evidently been sue-
cessful in wrecking the gun, for the erew could be seen
working desperately to repair it and get it into action,
Before they could do so, our men broke through the
wire and the garrison fled, abandoning the gun. In
the vicinity of the main road of the village, the enemy
offered a vigorous resistance from scattered posts,
but the attackers succeeded in reaching their main
objectives after shooting and bayoneting five of the
foe. The dug-out, which was found to be used mainly
as a bomb store, was deserted. The triumphant raid-
ers emerged with a box of flares which they had mis-
taken for a box of cigars, but their subsequent disap-
pointment was somewhat relieved by the destruction
of the place. In the southwest portion of the village,
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the enemy fought well, sustaining many casualties.
Two of our parties went along the main street, two
more up the Beaurains-Hénin road, while a fifth ad-
vanced to a final objective further in the village. En-
emy posts were rushed in hand-to-hand fighting in
which five Germans were killed“and two taken pris-
oner. Throughout the fighting on the Beaurains road
not one German surrendered. Emerging from their
dug-outs, they fought until shot or bayoneted. Fur-
ther in the village, enemy hiding in the bottom of a
trench, who refused to move or answer when chal-
lenged, were all shot save two who were taken pris-
oner. . Another hostile party of twelve was wiped out
by our machine-gun fire. Ohe of our companies had
offered a prize of ten francs for each prisoner cap-
tured. In the midst of the fighting a private, rushing
back to one of our positions and pitching a prisoner
over a barrier, where our guards received him,
shouted: ‘‘ My name is Michael. The ten francs is
mine.”” Then Michael returned to the fray. In a dis-
pute over a prisoner the difficulty was settled by the
death of the German from a stray machine-gun bullet.
An outstanding feature of the raid was the perform-
ance of one of our machine gunners, who was attacked
by three Gefmans. Though wounded in the face and
held by one arm, he shot all three with his revolver.
But the German opposition was becoming very
marked, and the whole village was swarming with
their forces. Our men therefore withdrew, and,
though under pronounced machine-gun fire, succeeded
in evacuating all their wounded. Much of the success
of this whole performance was due to the excellent
artillery and machine-gun support, and the valuable
work done throughout by the sappers.

Three hours later, Nova Scotia troops of the 25th
Battalion raided enemy posts south of Mercatel. A
box barrage was placed around the objective by our
field-guns while our heavies engaged sunken roads
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and trenches in the rear of the village. Two enemy
posts were bombed and a third rushed with the cap-
ture of three prisoners. At least eight of the enemy
were killed, while the rest of the garrison, running
away, encountered our artillery fire. Our parties then
withdrew under cover of a smoke barrage, having sus-
tained only two slight casualties.

The same day, the daily Intelligence summary of
the division reports in its dry official manner that at
4.15 p.m. a party of the 26th Canadian Battalion, con-
sisting of a lieutenant and twelve other ranks, with a
Lewis gun, ‘“ went out from our front line just north
of Boisleux St. Marc with the intention of rushing an
enemy post 750 yards from our line. ... The L.G.
was placed in position about 250 yards from the post
and the officer and six O.R. rushed and bombed the
post, which was found to be garrisoned by about
twenty of the enemy. On our party’s appearance over
the parapet two rifle-shots were fired and the alarm
given. Our party, finding the trench so heavily
manned, threw bombs into the trench, causing many
casualties., The garrison then ran in all directions
and could not be followed on account of the wire and
the distance they had to run. There was no M.G. in
the post. We had one man wounded.”

Three days later, just before midnight, the 24th
Battalion carried out a raid in strength against enemy
posts on the Arras-Bapaume road. Two parties, con-
sicting each of two officers and fourteen other ranks,
with two covering parties of one officer and ten other
ranks, left our trenches silently, without any prepara-
tory bombardment, and advanced four hundred and
fifty yards towards their objectives. The covering
parties then taking their positions, the raiders over-
came two posts in short order, killing three men and
taking three prisoners, after which they rushed the
main position some twenty yards further on. The
entire garrison, consisting of about fifteen men, was
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disposed of with bombs, bayonets, and rifles, and a
machine gun was destroyed with bombs. Our casual-
ties were two slightly wounded. The same morning a
corporal of the 18th Battalion distinguished himself
by crawling through wire, under the protection of our
riflemen and rifle-grenadiers, to an enemy sap, where
he worked around a hostile post in theuneighbourhood
of an unusually strong pill-box. Capturing a sentry,
the corporal shot two men who came to the prisoner’s
assistance and frightened away five others with his
revolver as they emerged from the pill-box.  The
corporal then rushed his prisoner back to our lines
under fire. Shortly afterwards fifteen Germans were
seen to proceed to the raided post and to search for
the missing men. Fire was opened on them and six
fell.

Twenty-four hours after the 24th Battalion raid,
the enemy retaliated with a raid in strength. Under
cover of a heavy barrage, two hostile parties, each
approximately forty-five strong, supported by two
companies, advanced against our lines, only to be
driven off by rifle and machine-gun fire before reach-
ing our trenches, while our artillery dealt effectively
with the supporting companies. The enemy suffered
heavy casualties in returning, while our losses were
light. Shortly after midnight, the 22nd Battalion re-
plied to the unsuccessful German attempt by carrying
out a little operation against th#enemy’s posts north
of Boiry-Becquerelle, in which they inflicted many
casualties and captured three prisoners. After an
effective artillery, trench-mortar, and machine-gun
barrage, the raiders attacked in four parties. The
first two, operating to the right, rushed an enemy post,
found that the Germans had retired, and continued to
advance up a small trench to a large dug-out which
appeared to be full of men. Four, who came out of it,
offered fight and were killed; a fifth was taken pris-
oner; and between fifty and sixty bombs were thrown
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down the dug-out entrance. After this little attention,
two more prisoners were captured, though one of them
was killed by a shell before he reached our lines. In
the meantime, the other parties, working to the left,
rushed a post, killing two men and wounding a third.
Six Germans who endeavoured to escape were caught
and killed by our barrage. Anothgr five were found
dead in a trench, having been slain by our artillery
fire. The same night, two parties of the 18th Battalion
rushed another enemy post and bombed more of the
enemy’s line.

So May passed and June entered with much the
same round of activity and danger by day and night.
Some conception of the general conditions in the area,
without taking into consideration any actual raiding
activities, may be gathered from the following ex-
tracts from the daily Intelligence summary of the
division for the period 6 am., June 1st, to 6 a.m.,
June 2nd. The summary reports ten reconnaissances
by our troops during the period, five on the right bri-
gade front and five on the left. It then continues, in
the form and phraseology of the army:—

““ Artillery. Ours. The usual harassing fire on
roads, tracks, and centres of activity was carried
out and several opportunity targets were en-
gaged. Hostile T\M.’s and M.G.’s were fired on
S.W. and N.W. of Boiry. Retaliation was called
for at 1.55 and 4 a.m. on the right on account of
heavy hostile shelling. Our heavies have been
active during the period in counter-battery work
and explosions were observed to have been
caused. The Sugar Factory S. of Neuville Vi-
tasse and H.Q. in No. 2la received particular
attention.

‘“ Hostile, During the day hostile artillery activ-

ity was not so marked. Bursts of 7.7 and 10.5

c.m. were fired on the forward al;%and S.E. of
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Agny at irregular intervals. During the night
there was increased activity on the whole front.
At 2 am. an intense barrage of all calibres was
laid down on our support lines and rear areas
which lasted for over an hour and consisted of a
large proportion of gas shells. Gas was especially
used against our battery areas S. of Agny and
Beaurains and low-lying areas, but appeared to
be also mixed with the majority of the shelling
throughout. The bombardment lasted till 3.30
am. At 4 am. a heavy concentration was fired
on Merecatel and on front line and supports nearly
up to Neuville Vitasse.

¢ The enemy maintained vigorous harassing fire
throughout the night on roads and tracks, and
particularly around Mercatel, Blaireville, and
Ficheux areas. Telegraph Hill Switch also re-
ceived considerable attention.
T.M. Fire. Ours. Our Stokes fired 124 rounds on
hostile M.G.’s and posts in Neuville Vitasse.
““ Hostile. H.T.M.’s were active at intervals
against our F.L. opposite Neuville Vitasse and E.
of Boisleux St. Mare.
M. G. Fire. Ours. Our M.G.’s fired 25,000
rounds during the period in harassing fire and a
further 500 against E.A.
““ Hostile. Enemy M.G.’s showed the usual activ-
ity in sweeping No Man’s Land and our forward
areas.
Aireraft. Ours. Our planes were active through-
out the day and night.
‘“ Hostile. E.A. attempted on several occasions to
cross our lines during the day, but were turned
back in every case by A.A. and M.G. fire. Be-
tween 8 and 8.30 p.m. 7 E.A. crossed our lines.”’

It was, indeed, an active life at all hours. For
weeks our heavies had been engaging special targets,
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carrying out destructive shoots and combining with
our lighter guns in counter-battery work and in
concentrated, harassing fire on enemy assembly areas,
communications, supports, and front lines. Our in-
fantry had been almost constantly busy. Night after
night, enemy posts and trenches had been raided, while
the Germans, save for an occasional raid in strength
and for marked artillery activity, had made little reply
to our worrying tactics. Nor had their long period in
the line diminished the eagerness or weakened the
strength of our men. The 20th and 29th Battalions
on the morning of June 3rd gave signal proof of their
raiding ability by bayoneting and bombing their way
along hostile trenches, capturing nineteen prisoners,
three machine guns, and one trench mortar, blowing up
many dug-outs, and inflicting extensive casualties. In
their attack, which was directed against a maze of
enemy trenches south of Neuville Vitasse, the men of
the 20th Battalion were everywhere successful, captur-
ing thirteen prisoners as well as a machine gun and
trench mortar. All the previous afternoon and eve-
ning our artillery had shelled the village. Just after
midnight, the fire increased to barrage intensity, with
our machine guns and trench mortars combining in a
concentrated bombardment. As soon as this barrage
lifted, the Ontario troops jumped to their task. Shoot-
ing opposing sentries, they moved on in the darkness
to the enemy positions. Here, in a tangle of wire,
trenches, and dug-outs, severe fighting occurred. In
some places, the foe offered a determined resistance,
holding on to their positions until killed in hand-to-
hand fighting or blown out of them by our bombers.
In other places, however, they crowded into shelters,
endeavouring to hide and showing a marked readiness
to ery ‘‘ Kamerad.”” Those who did not surrender
were bayoneted. Then our bombers, pressing on,
bombed additional dug-outs and adjoining shell holes.
At the same time, under a like barrage, the 29th
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Battalion was giving a good account of itself along
the Arras-Bapaume road, north-west of Boiry-
Becquerelle. Here two parties, attacking along either
side of an old communication trench, penetrated the
enemy outpost line. Three wounded and three un-
wounded prisoners were taken and two machine Funs,
but only after sharp fighting, in which the Germans
suffered numerous losses, while our casualties, though
appreciable, were light in view of the nature of the
operation.

So affairs continued on this part of the front until
July came and the 2nd Division handed over its line
to the 3rd Division to maintain the excellent record
and found itself at rest with the remainder of the
Canadian Corps.

Since May 7th, the various Camadian formations be-
hind the line had been enjoying a period of quiet as
welcome as it was merited. It was a strange contrast
to the days of Vimy and Passchendaele and the long
period of anxiety and strain defending the ridge dur-
ing the spring operations. But even in these days, the
fact of war was always apparent. The corps.was
under four hours’ notice for action and its forces were
disposed as follows that they might be easily em-
ployed: —

Headquarters Pernes, and later Bryas.
1st Canadian Division.. Le Cauroy Area.

3rd Canadian Division., St. Hilaire Area.

4th Canadian Division.. Monchy-Breton Area.

Under instructions from the First Army, one infan-
try brigade and one machine-gun company from each
of the divisions were billeted well forward in support
of the corps in the line, as follows: — ‘

(a) One infantry brigade Anzin Area. Sup-
One machine-gun company § { port 17th Corps.
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. . Chateau de, la Haie
(b) One infantry brigade ; Area. Support 18th
One machine-gun company Corps.

(¢) One infantry brigade Ham en Artois Area.
One machine-gun company § | Support 11th Corps.

These units were kept at one hour’s notige from 5
am, to 7 am. and under four hours’ notice for the
vest of the day. The brigades were relieved from
time to time under divisional arrangements. On May
23rd, the 74th (Imperial): Division, newly arrived
from Palestine, came under the corps for administra-
tion and training. And the training was not light.
Great days of action were unquestionably ahead for the
Canadians. They might come at any time. Recon|
naissances of the front which the corps would have to
support in case of attack were ordered and carried
out by staff and regimental officers. Intensive train-
ing in open warfare in anticipation of offensive action
was practised systematically during May, June, and
July. In this training, special stress was laid upon
overpowering resistance in areas defended by machine
guns in depth by using covering fire and smoke gre-
nades, and upon machine-gun and infantry and infan-
try and artillery co-operation. The closest attention
was also paid to individual training, particularly to
musketry in all its phases. During this period means
were devised for making Stokes guns and 6-inch New-
ton trench mortars more mobile, and special mount-
ings were designed, manufactured, and tested. The
calibration of field-guns was also carefully carried out,
and experiments made on the use of high explosive
for barrages. A keen interest was given to all this
important work through early preparations for the
recapture by the Canadians of Merville and part of
the Lys salient. The operation did not develop, but
the prospect of it greatly influenced the training.

With the corps at rest, time was afforded to com-

@
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plete the comprehensive plans for reorganization
which had been approved by the Commander-in-Chief
and the Minister, Overseas Military Forces of Canada.
'Jii: activities of the early spring, together with the
rT

shortage of transport and materials caused by the
grbat demands made by the reorganization of the
Briti%\l;nits and the simultaneous equipment of the
Americhn_forces, had prevented complete realization
of these proposals, bit-now final action was taken.

Reorganization of the engineers, to quote General
Currie -again, ‘‘ was effected by the expansion of the
three field companies then with each division into one
-engineer brigade, consisting of three engineer battal-
ions and a pontoon bridging and transport unit. The
additional personnel required was furnished by the
absorption /into the new units of the following:
107th, 2nd, 123rd, 124th Canadian Pioneer Battalions,
1st and 2nd Tunnelling Companies, C.E., and the
three field companies of the 5th Canadian Division
Engineers.

‘“ Motor transport was included in the establish-
ment, and later a Canadian Engineer Motor Trans-
port Company was formed.

““ The amount of work involved was considerable,
nevertheless all the units were substantially com-
pleted and made cohesive before the end of July.

‘“ Adequate staffs able to deal with the larger scope
of activity of the new organization were provided for
the G.0.C., Canadian Engineers, and for the engineer
brigades.””

“ Authority was also received and immediately
acted upon for the formation of A.A. Searchlight
Companies, C.E. This had been asked for in view of
the increase in hostile night bombing, which, in ad-
dition to causing casualties, interfered greatly with
the resting of the men.

‘“ The reorganization of the Tramways Company,
C.E., was also completed.
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‘‘ Application had been made early in the year for
authority to form a Field Survey Company to assist
in counter-battery work, and in the collection of intel-
ligence; this unit to consist of an Artillery Flash-
spotting Section and a Section of Intelligence Ob-
servers.

“ The personnel had been selected and trained dur-
ing the winter. Final approval having now been ob-
tained, this Field Survey Company was definitely or-
ganized and placed for the time beng under the
G.0.C., C.E., for administration, and under the
Counter-Battery Staff Officer and Intelligence Branch
for operations.

‘“ The addition of a third company to the battal-
ions, Canadian Machine Gun Corps, was authorized
on May 7th, 1918, and the organization, which was al-
ready well under way, was rapidly completed with the
exception of the transport of the 3rd Battalion, C.M.
G.C., which transport did not become available until
August.

“ The organization of the Motor Branch, Canadian
Machine Gun Corps, having been approved on June
3rd, 1918, two Motor Machine Gun Brigades, of forty
guns each, were formed by absorbing the Canddian:
Motor Machine Gun units already existing and the
17th, 18th and 19th Machine Gun C'ompanies of the 5th
Canadian Division. A Canadian Machine Gun Corps
M.T. Company was also formed for the administration
and maintenance of the Motor Transport.”

While this reorganization of various arms and serv-
ices was being completed, the machinery, both for re-
ceiving, training, and despatching reinforcements
from England and for dealing with returned casual-
ties, was revised and improved. A headquarters re-
inforcement camp was established with a permanent
base, and a staging camp was provided to ensure
quick handling of troops.

The result of all this training and reorganization
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was to make the Canadian Corps the strongest fight-
ing unit on the western front. Also, with sufficient
mental and physical exercise, men and officers had
the benefit of weeks of relaxation and amusement.
The 4th Division headquarters at Bryas, for instance,
was a place to delight the eyes. KEstablished in an
old*chatean that was rich in the history of royal
guests, surrounded by spacious lawns, green though
untrimmed, by forest and by shrubbery, the Head-
quarters Staff lived in a paradise. They held a ver-
itable reception on May 22nd. There were nursing
gisters there, first of all, from Canadian and Brit-
ish casualty stations, and with them were generals
whose names were household words in the Dominion
and staff officers innumerable, the red and blue and
green of brassards, tabs, and hat bands combining
with the smart uniforms of the nurses to give touches
of colour to an animated scene. The afternoon was
occupied with an exhibition of baseball played by hot
and enthusiastic officers. At five o’clock cakes and
tea, coffee, biscuits, sandwiches, and lemonade, and
other delicacies proved that, war or not, the Canadian
divisions were equal to most occasions. After tea
there were green walks and shady lanes and old pie-
tures and china and comfortable chairs and more
sports — things to satisfy many tastes and as far re-
moved from war as the atmosphere of the place and
the thoughts of those who had the good fortune to be
present.

So much for the day. In the evening there was a
dance with regimental musie, a good floor, and delight-
ful partners. People left that dance reluctantly and
only at the last minute. But nursing sisters had to
return early to their hospitals, and with their depar-
ture the garden party and dance came to an end. Re-
turning with those nurses, you ‘might have sat on the
steps of a mess in a casualty clearing station with one
of your partners of the dance and watched the search-
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lights sweeping the sky for enemy aeroplanes. In
the moonlight, you could have seen the bursting of
anti-aircraft shells — mere fire-flies of light in a great
space — and here and there you could have heard the
distant rattle of machine guns and seen the occasional
flicker of ¢‘ tracer *’ bullets. Then, as the night grew
on, you would hear the distant and unmistakable hum
of hostile machines and the far-away burst of explod-
ing bombs. In tents close at hand, other sisters were
tending the wounds of grievously injured men and
even at that time some life might have gone out for
Freedom’s sake. Always there was the tragedy, al-
ways the glory, of men who suffered and died that
Freedom might live on the earth. Always there was
the patient, wonderful service of nursing sisters who
knew of the agonies and terrible torture of war and
who lived to serve and so living were touched with the
divine.

There was much anxiety for the Canadian hospitals
during this period. Between May 19th and May 30th,
four Canadian hospitals were more or less wrecked
through the activities of German airmen. Six Cana-
dian nursing sisters were killed or died of wounds, nine
were wounded, two medical officers were killed, and two
wounded, one of whom subsequently died, and over
one hundred and seventy non-commissioned officers
and men of the hospital staffs were killed or
wounded. - Of the patients themselves, fifteen were
killed, seventy-eight died of wounds, and eighty-two
were wounded. Wards were riddled with pieces of
bombs and huts were wrecked or partially demolished.
The first enemy raid on the night of May 19th was on
the great hospital area at Etaples, where Canadian
General Hospitals Nos. 1, 7, and 9 formed three units
in the colony of British hospitals which housed thou-
sands upon thousands of patients. Many stories have
been written of this raid. ¥t was reported at the time
that the British authorities had had warning that as
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the hospitals were adjacent to legitimate military
objectives, the Germans would not be ‘responsible for
damages from air raids. It is certain that at both
Canadian hospitals after the event there was general
criticism of some of the first reports of the bombing
operations which stated that the hospital area was
indicated by glaring Red Cross signs. There can be
no doubt that the Germans must have known the hos-
pital location. There is no reason to believe that they
would have been deterred from bombing by humane con-
siderations. But the hospital colony was adjacent to a
railway and was between military objectives. There
were no great Red Cross signs to mark the hospitals by
day and no visible night signs to indicate their precise
location. The roofs of numerous hospital huts were
camouflaged with paint after the military fashion
and there were no dug-outs or special shelters for the
nurses or walking wounded in case of raids. Under
such conditions, the escape of patients and hospital
staff from much greater losses was almost miraculous.

The bombing started about 10.30 p.m. In the next
two hours, hostile planes visited the hospital area six
times, dropping forty-three bombs, some of them of
large size, in a total area of only sixteen acres. Ca-
nadian General Hospitals Nos. 1 and 7 were the great-
est sufferers. In both establishments, enemy bombs,
whether incendiary or not, caused large fires which un-
doubtedly attracted the bombing planes and which
accounted in great measure for the ¢omparative im-
munity from damage of adjacent British hospitals.
No. 7 Canadian General Hospital was the first to be
struck. In it there were some sixteen hundred
patients, of whom nine were killed and thirty-nine
wounded, while of the staff fifty-nine were killed or
died of wounds, including one officer and three nursing
sisters, and sixty of the staff were wounded. Twenty-
two bombs fell in the hospital area. Fifteen wards
were damaged. Almost the first bomb fell on the
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living quarters of the staff, setting fire to the huts,
killing fifty-five men and wounding all in the quarters
at the time. Many of the men never woke from their
sleep, but died in their beds. Others, who were caught
in the flames or hit by flying bits of bombs, were
rescued by the nurses, officers, and other members of
the staff, and voluntary "helpers who worked nobly
under the bombardment. The quarters of the nurses
were wrecked by a bomb which killed three sisters.
Nurses on duty had miraculous escapes, none being
wounded. The hut of the Commanding Officer was
destroyed and some forty other huts were burned.
Canadian General Hospital No. 1 suffered an almost
equal bombardment, though the casualties were lighter.
Nine patients were killed and thirty-nine wounded, six
of them being Canadians. Providentially, not one
nursing sister was hit, but three officers were
wounded. Of the members of the staff, one was killed,
two were so severely wounded that they died later,
and twenty-one were more or less severely wounded.
Some conception of the way in which the nurses, offi-
cers, and other ranks carried on during the bombard-
ment, in the course of which twenty-one bombs were
dropped in the hospital area of eight acres, may be
gathered from the fact that eleven new cases were
treated during the raid. Bombs dropped all around
the nurses’ quarters. Out of forty officers’ huts, only
two were not hit. Fortunately, the usual Sunday con-
cert party had kept the officers and nurses away from
their quarters. Had the raid occurred half an hour
later, many more must have been killed and wounded.
Here, as at No. 7, fire added to the horrors of the
night. The tented wards for walking patients were in
flames shortly after the bombardment started, and
numerous patients sustained fresh wounds while en-
deavouring to reach places of safety.

The horrors of that night were repeated ten days
later at Doullens, when No. 3 Canadian Stationary
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Hospital was bombed. Here there was no possibility
of questioning the deliberate intent of the enemy.
Situated in an ancient fort built on high ground dom-
inating the city, the hospital had been in existence
from the early days of the war. It lay well apart
from the town, with fields on three sides of it and a
French hospital on the fourth. There were no ammu-
nition dumps, stores, camps, artillery, or any other
military material in its neighbourhood. Giant red
crosses were painted on the roof and it must have
been well known to enemy airmen. During the eve-
ning, the Germans had been shelling the city. Half an
hour after midnight, a Boche aeroplane dropped a
flare over the hospital and followed it immediately by
a bomb, which fell directly on one section of the build-
ings, going through the attic and second and first
stories until it exploded in an operating room on the
ground floor. An operation was in progress at the
time, and the whole of the surgical team, including
nurses, patient, and stretcher-bearers, were instantly
killed. Fire broke out and threatened the whole upper
group of buildings. The flames spread rapidly, and
the nurses and orderlies, who behaved with magnifi-
cent courage, had the utmost difficulty in removing the
patients to places of safety. Of the staff, two officers,
. three nurses, six non-commissioned officers, and ten
other ranks were killed, while one nurse and fifteen
other ranks were wounded. Among the patients, gix
officers were killed, two were subséquently found to
be missing and reported dead, and three other ranks
lost their lives.

Hardly twenty-four hours later, the Germans
bombed Etaples again. This time, No. 9 Canadian
Stationary Hospital suffered numerous -casnalties
among the staff. The hospital, established in huts,
had fortunately not begun to receive patients, but an
officer was killed, and two nurses and fourteen other
ranks were wounded.
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Such atrocities as these, the Canadians were to
punish later, They did not forget Etaples and Doul-
lens and the Llandovery Castle. Nor did they forget
to render all possible assistance to the French refu-
gees who daily passed through their areas on their
way out of the war zone. The Sous-préfet of Bethune,
which was little more than a shell, in a message to the
corps in the middle of June, conveyed the warm
thanks of the French Government for the kindness
that the Canadian Corps’ staff officers and the Y.M.
C.A. had shown to their refugees. That message is
not the least treasured possession of the corps. It
gave expression to services which it had generously
rendered to the destituté of France, particularly dur-
ing the period when the Germans were endeavouring
to outflank Vimy Ridge from the morth and south.
Without food, often without transportation, many of
the French peasants were in pitiful plight. While
the French authorities co-operated to supply locomo-
tion and the British to provide rations, the Canadian
Corps made it its particular business to provide both.
Two large staging camps were built, with a total
capacity of several thousand persons. The Canadian
Y.M.C.A. supplied tea, coffee, biscuits, and other
food-stuffs to the refugees and also erected large and
small relief tents at numerous points along the roads.
In one model evacuation conducted by the corps, four
hundred men, women, and children, with all the house-
hold effects that could possibly be carried, were moved
in lorries. Every child had two sticks of chocolate,
every woman had milk, and general rations were sup-
plied for all. In addition, in this as in other cases,
the cotps provided personnel to help the refugees
move and store the furniture and effects that they
could not carry away. The Director of Mines at Bully-
Grenay wrote as warmly to the corps as the Sous-
préfet of Bethune, and the French Mission at Corps
Headquarters was outspoken in expressions of grati-
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tude for the services rendered. Further, in all the
uncertainty and unavoidable confusion of evacuating
villages under shell-fire, not one case of damage to
property or of loss of goods was reported in any
areas assisted by the Canadians.

By such good acts as these, the corps won hearts in
France. Canadian soldiers received warm welcomes
wherever they went, and there were few places in the
region between Bethune, St. Pol, Avesnes-le-Comte,
and the forward area that did not nightly entertain
many of them. Their badges brightened a multi-
tude of streets and their bugles were heard in many
towns and villages. At dusk, little estaminets echoed
their full-voiced choruses of old, familiar songs, and
in groups of twos and threes they fraternized with
the natives or made merry on exclusive parties that
were nobody’s business but their own. Other divi-
sions vied with one another to surpass the 4th Divi.
sion reception. Canadian nurses knew a joyous
time and had many special trips to what was to them
‘“‘the forward area.”’ Battery and battalion, brigade
and divisional sports followed one another until the
athletic activities of the corps culminated in special
Dominion Day sports on July 1st. Six day later, the
corps was warned to relieve the Seventeenth (Imperial)
Corps in the lime. The relief was carried out and com-
pleted by July 15th. The days of rest were over.
The corps, mightier,than ever, was about to enter on
the most successful period of its history, the Last
Hundred Days.




CHAPTER V
ON THE EVE OF A GREAT BATTLE

the greatest battles ever fought in the history

of the world, Canada’s divisions won the high-
est place among the fighting troops of Europe. To
friendly allies and to enemy alike, Amiens, Arras,
and Cambrai, the very centres of Marshal Foch's
great, continuous offensive which ended in overwhelm-
ing vietory, won for Canada the ultimate in golden
laurels of battle for civilization, which she had gained
in previous hard-fought struggles. Ypres and St.
Eloi, in our salad days of modern battle, showed what -
stuff Canadians were made of. The Somme, with
Courcelette and Zollern Redoubt, put Canada, without
being unduly vain, ahead slightly in the running as
storm troops in keen friendly rivalry with Imperials
and Australians. Vimy Ridge was a tribute to the °
advancing military acumen of our citizen commanders:
Passchendaele gave tribute that the men of the Maple
Leaf had lost none of their dogged courage and that
the seemingly hopeless task was never impossible to
them.

In those dark and dismal days of Mareh, 1918, when
the situation on land and sea was of the blackest and
when Ludendorff, the great German commander, in
his own words, was full of optimism, hoping for a
rapid victory before the Americans could reach their
full-fledged strength, the Canadians, with the excep-
tion of a brigade or so, which held the invineible
southern section of Vimy Ridge, were, as we have
seen, ‘‘ at rest.”” But from the broken line at Amiens
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and from the threatening, bending position at Bailleul

-came the cry to the“corps for help: ‘‘ Send us the

Canadians; they are at full strength and doing noth-
ing.”’

One Canadian unit did go to Amiens and with hun-
dreds of machine guns helped to slow down the Ger-
man thrust. But that old, wily father of the Allied
(Command, Marshal Foch, was in supreme power; he
would not let the Canadian divisions be used. Field
Marshal Sir Douglas Haig pleaded in vain. Foch was

 adamant. At that time in a cosmopolitan mess at

Villerg Bretonneux — brigadiers  without brigades
and “Mritish staff officers without an army to work
with — the writer heard the Canadians called, in no
friendly mood, ‘‘ Foch’s Pets.”” The big Canadian
colonel of motor machine guns and armoured cars,
which were then out fighting desperately, was a good
defender of Canada’s name, but the best retort came
from a dapper French staff officer who had been vainly
trying to knit together, across that German wedge now
almost at Amiens, the divided French and British
forces.

“ Foch’s Pets! ’’ he cried, as he rose to his feet and
saluted the Canadian colonel. ‘‘ Foch, the old brave,
knows, my comrades; he is no fool.”” And Marshal
Foch did know; yet even the great Allied Commander-
in-Chief could not have dreamed what the men from
British North America would mean to him when the
tide of war again turned even before the year was out.
History now shows that in those last vietorious hun-
dred days Canada’s men at arms were always the very
centre — the spear-heads — of his main British offen-
SIVes,

Ludendorff, in his-book published within a year
after the cessation of hostilities, pays testimony to the
(anadians. He puts the men of the Maple Leaf first
when he says: ‘¢ The English Colonials and the
French broke deep into our line between the Somme
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and the Luce, where our fresh divisions were com-
pletely overrun. Six or seven German divisions which
could be described as thoroughly fit for battle had
been defeated. The e¢ighth of August marked the
downfall of our fighting strength and destroyed our
hopes of strategical amelioration. To continue the
war was to start a gamble. The war had to be ended.”

His tribute is flattering enough, but analyzed is
even more flattering. From the Luce to the Somme,
outside of one Australian division, there were no
troops but Canadians. The French, in addition, joined
up at a distance of more than five miles south of the
river Luce. The Australian division, mentioned
above, having the difficult ground of the winding val-
ley of the Somme to tackle, was concentrated on a
three-mile front. It was even a greater tribute to
("anada when it was found out by the British Intelli-
gence Department that in the first two days at Amiens
nine German divisions had been pitted against the
Dominion’s four.

In those hard-working ‘¢ resting *’ days from early
in May, 1918, which lasted until the sudden and secret
move south late in July, the Canadian Corps did much
and learned much. Nominally it was training in
methods of open warfare. It was preparation for
much more. Watched by Marshal Foch’s keen eye, —
the French Commander-in-Chief was several times a
visitor at Corps Headquarters at Pernes and later
Bryas, —it developed the corps into what was to be
the most powerful striking force on the western front.
Those days of Canadian military-political intrigue
when Canada should have had five or six divisions in
the field, with two gallant commanders in Sir Arthur
Currie and Sir Richard Turner, were now turned to
good aggount. There wasn’t a British, Australian,
French, or German division( that was up to the
strength of those from the Dominion. Reinforeements

 which amounted to the equal of two more divisions
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of trained men, were in Francé, though further south,
near Montreuil, the British General Headquarters,
where Field Marshal Haig could keep an eye on them,
and at Etaples, where all the latest schooling in war
was taught by trained vgterans. There were no lazy
. days in any of the camps. It was so much harder
work than in the trenches that brigades pleaded for a
turn in the front line. Very few got it, and the thirty-
mile-a-day forced marches and the thousand and one
quick mobilizations that stood in such good stead in
later days of victory were practised week after week.
The keen eye of the British Command saw many new
wrinkles that Canadian divisional and brigade com-
manders had worked out, and soon two British divi-
sions, just back from Palestine, were sent to learn the
new methods from the young bloods from overseas.
And all through this training the Canadian Corps
was being strengthened until finally it was as effective
and complete as an army — and almost the equal in
numerical strength of the British armies of that time.
Battalions were each one hundred men over official
strength, First the engineers were tackled, and what
they did at the acid test must be told in later stories of
(‘anada’s battles. The three field engineer companies
of each division were organized and greatly aug-
mented and made into an independent unit under
corps command. The 107th, 2nd, 123rd, 124th Pio-
neer Battalions and the 1st and 2nd Tunnelling Com-
panies, the whole numbering something near five thou-
sand men, were added to the unit. Before the trek to
Amiens an engineer motor transport unit that could
‘“ go anywhere and do anything '’ in destroying or
repairing was organized. Brigadier-General Lindsay
had command. Corps railway troops, apart from
those other Canadian construction units which were
distributed all over the western front, were aug-
mented. Another battalion of specially trained ma-
chine gunners was added to the Machine Gun Corps.

- Sy
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The Canadians were becoming more than a corps.
They were as well established # an army — almost as
numerically strong.

In the training of those days no detail was over-
looked. The corps had to act as if it were in actual
contact with the enemy. Battalion commanders each
day were issued orders which contained translations
of captured German documents, gupplemented by
notes on recent fighting with views both of offence
and defence. Tactical schemes for overcoming areas
commanded by enemy machine guns were carried out,
Masks of smoke grenades were used, and so perfect
was this training that, later, in the heavy fighting on
the Arras and Cambrai fronts, advancing battalions
were able to gain machine-gun-swept ground with
comparatively small losses, Of the training of the
Motor Machine Guns-—an elastic title— and their
6-inch trench mortars, there is a chapter written else-
where.’

There was some rest during the days)of hard train-
ing. On July 1st the Canadian Corps, little dreaming
of the task that was only a month ahead, held the most
successful Dominion Day celebration they had ex-
perienced. There were over thirty-five thousand of
their own men and of Scottish divisions which were in
training with them to see the fighters at play. The
Duke of Connaught, Sir Robert Borden and other Cana-
dian Cabinet Ministers, Sir Douglas Haig and the lead-
ing British commanders, and Marshal Petain were
there among the spectators. Marshal Foch was to have
come, but, seated in his little chdteau on the Paris-
Amiens road, he was planning bigger events for his
““ pets.”” Two off-duty squadrons composed of Cana-
dian pilots took on the friendly job ¢f patrolling the
clear blue skies to prevent German planes from com-
ing over and disturbing matters.

On July 15th the Canadian Corps, carrying out the

1 See Vol. IV, p. 208 et
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intricate camouflage scheme which the Higher Com-
mand had planned, went into the line, relieving the
famous Imperial XVII Corps. Already the great
German attack had begun and the situation to the
south of Lassigny, where the French were weakened,
was most critical. As soon as the Canadians moved
in, just north of Arras, the Germans increased their
divisions. Three new units which had been in rest for
such an event were brought up to reserve. Word
must have got through of the Canadian offensive
training period and if the attack was to be made here
the enemy decided he would be prepared. Our artil-
lery began a heavy barrage fire as if practising for an
attack. Our Intelligence reported the arrival of two
more (Gterman divisions. Prisoners the Germans had
taken in some of the Canadians’ daring raids told
their captors of the hard open-warfare training they
had been through. Master Fritz was confirmed in his
suspicions. His artillery was strengthened by big
guns and feverish work was done even during day-
light on his machine-gun fortress at Monchy-le-Preux.

On July 20th Major-General J. H. Davidson, the
chief of operations on the British Staff, visited Gen-
eral Currie. He faintly outlined a scheme for regain-
ing the Amiens Line lost-during the previous March.
Next day the Corps Commandér was at a conference
at British Headquarters in the little chiteau at Mon-
treuil. He took with him only Brigadier-General N.
W. Webber, his brigadier-general of the General Staff.
General Webber was a fine type of Imperial officer
who had been attached to the Canadians from the very
first. He became so enthusiastic regarding the sol-
diers wearing the Maple Leaf that, on his own initia-
tive, he gave up his Imperial rank and joined the
(anadian forces.

The Canadian Corps Commander’s words, since
published, show that on the initial success of his forces
depended the question as to whether there would be a
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general Allied offensive. Before that conference of
July 21st at British General Headquarters, the retak-
ing of the old Amiens Line and the building of a
great defence system like that the Canadians had con-
structed at Vimy Ridge, to hold back the Germans
during the winter, was the main scheme discussed.
Sir Arthur Currie suggested his alternative, which
was finally adopted. He argued that, however good the
trenches, the daily losses of an ordinary corps through-
out the winter would average two hundréd casualties,
however quiet the front might be. His plea for fore-
ing the issue and his confidence prevailed. If the
(Canadians won their surprise attack, one more at-
tempt for a decisive battle in 1918 would be made.
teneral Currie, on his return to Canada, told the
writer: —

“ When we went into the line east of Arras we im-
mediately prepared to attack. Up to the first day of
August it was intended to fight only one more battle
that year and then sit tight through the winter and
wait for the Americans. Many believe that large cas-
ualties occur only in battles; we had an average of
over two hundred per day even when we were not act-
ively engaged. For many months the Canadian troops
had forgotten to sing as they went up to the attack.
Just before the Battle of Amiens the entire corps
broke into ¢ Hail, hail, the gang’s all here; what the
hell do we care now!’

““¢“(God help the Boche to-morrow,’” I said to my
staff when I heard them.”’

Back from the conference at General Headquarters
came those wise men who were at the meeting. They
held tight within their breasts the plan that the wise
old Foch had worked to the finest detail and that Sir
Douglas Haig had agreed to — not only the recapture
of the Amiens Line, but the beginning of a great of-
fensive that it was hoped would end the war in 1918,
by the smashing of the German armies.



SIR DOUGLAS HAIG AT THE CANADIAN FRONT
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Next comes the story of the great ‘‘ camouflage "
which completely deceived the enemy and even the
staffs of several British armies. The Canadians were
safely moved from the line at Arras, and Australian
and Imperial troops kept up the liveliness that, to the
Germans, predicted the coming attack. Back into
their old training areas moved the Canadians, com-
plete with artillery, engineers, and transport. By this
time they knew they were slated for important offen-
sive work in some part of the line. Gossip, carefully
spread by Canadian staff officers, whispered that it
was to be back in the old Ypres salient. It seemed a
certainty to the man in the ranks and the lesser com-
manders. Two battalions of well-known fighting
qualities, the 27th (Winnipegs) and the 4th Cana-
dian Mounted Rifles (Central Ontario), were sent
‘“ gecretly ’’ northward. Even the correspondent was
taken in — not into confidence, but used in the theatri-
cal draping of the stage. 2

“1If you want to get a good billet for the show,”
said Brigadier Webber tp the writer, ‘‘ slip up to
Second Army Hendquarte\g and get your booking in.”’
It seemed a quiet, friendly tip, and the correspondent
went up to a little village near St. Omer that he knew
of old.

“ How did you get on to the move? ’* asked the staff
officer of Second Army Intelligence, and he answered
it was just a private tip. After credentials were
shown, the officer opened up a map with the billeting
areas reserved for Canadian divisions and the corres-
pondent chose one near Cassel which was picked for
(Canadian Corps Headquarters. In confidential mood
he added that two advance battalions and some artil-
lery and transport had already arrived. To prove
his bona fides the correspondent mentioned the num-
bers of the battalions. Never did transport and bat-
talions make such a noise and so freely let their move-
ments be known as did these ‘‘ camouflage ’’ units
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back among old friends in the estaminets behind the
Ypres salient. The writer returned to Corps deter-
mined to tell friends that everyone would know of the
move so carefully screened. But on arrival at Duisans
there were no Corps Headquarters. ‘‘ Foch’s Pets
had gone out ‘‘ into the blue.”” The British staff
which replaced them said they had ‘‘ gone to Ypres.”

On-that day the Canadian Headquarters had moved
to Molliens Vidame, a quiet, rustic French farming
town, south-west of Amiens, untouched by the war
save as billets for occasional French reserve regi-
ments. In five days the immense organization of Can-
ada’s army in the field had been moved south nearly
one hundred miles with the exception o6f those infan-
try brigades, artillery, and transport which had swept
northward during the clear afternoon of August 3rd,
raising tremendous dust and filling the roads so that
the watching German planes could not help noticing
the movement. At night the corps found waiting
trains at appointed stations and were hurried south-
ward to the strategic railway system behind Amiens.
Others, less lucky, marched on dark roads and restedy
hidden in friendly woods, during daylight. Those
quaint little *villages around Molliens Vidame, Flexi-
court, Bougainville, Floy, and Pissy waked up to
find thousands of restive men from far-off Canada as
their guests and they opened their hearts to them.
But there was little time for pleasure.

Amiens, the fine classic city of the Somme, splen-
did in its dignity, though shell-torn and racked by
night after night of bombing, magnificently sheltered
in its wooded parks and deserted houses the thou-
sands of the Canadian artillery units and their guns;
and with the old corps, to be comrades in their great-
est venture, were the Canadian Cavalry Brigade.
Those expectant nights in the large, almost deserted
city were wonderful in their renewals of Canadian
friendships. Units which had not seen each other
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since early days at home met and discovered old
friends.

Under the long avenues of trees that skirt the river
and the old canals 'were thousands of artillery horses,
and beside them, camouflaged by the thickened leaves
of August trees, were the horses of Canada’s cavalry.
Hundreds upon hundreds of guns, ready to limber up
each night, were hidden in the ruined buildings. The
miracle of it; how the enemy, in those fateful, waiting
five or six days, never suspected the giant concentra-
tion, will never be solved. "It was harder for a
stranger soldier or a former Amiens civilian to enter
the town than for the old camel to pass through the
eve of a needle. ‘‘ Foch’s orders,”’ was the\sentries’
answer to excited French residents, and they bowed"
to it like loyal patriots.

““ One for all and all for one,’”’ was the motto of the
Canadian Corps, and that was the spirit encountered
everywhere. The secrecy of silence was well observed.
Night after night guns noiselessly moved into position
south-east of Amiens and were so well hidden that the
watchful Germans never mnoticed the additional
strength, Major-General Morrison, the wizard of
Canadian artillery, had worked out all the ranges, had
even in those strenuous days of training taught his
men the German system of ranging or the equivalent
in good Canadian, so that when the happy moment
came to use the captured German guns they would be
accurate. Under his command on the morning of
August 8th there was the most powerful artillery con-
centration since the war began, not even excepting
that of the first German onslaught against Belgium.

The cavalry, with a week’s rations, swept out to the
plateau south of Amiens on the night of the 7th. It
was the writer’s privilege to be astride with the
merriest, happiest force that ever rode forth for
modern battle. Our own cavaliers smuggled them-
selves safely into Gentelles Wood, winding carefully
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over the open fields behind the line, so that the switch
of Australian to-Canadian troops would not be inter-
fered with. Night after night every track was filled
with supply parties, and yet the Germans, sullenly
silent, did not suspect. There were over half a million
men on that thirteen-mile front which was to be the
centre of the greatest attack in the war. On the 7th
what threatened a catastrophe happened. A patrol of
eight Australians on the left section next to where the
Canadians had already taken over were captured in,
a raid. They knew of the Canadian preparations and
they knew details of the part their own corps was go-
ing to take further north. One unlucky slip would
have given the whole show away to German Intelli-
gence. Canadian Headquarters and the divisional
commanders who were to lead the attack showed their
anxiety. - But that onward wave surged forward with
complete surprise and success. Not a secret had been
divulged by the prisoners from the land of the South-
ern Cross.

The Canadian Corps were to be the centre of the)at-

~tacking line. The zero hour was fixed for 4.15 a.m.

(on Thursday, August 8th), as had been the Vimy
hour and the final attack on Passchendaele. The artil-
lery was to be ordinarily silent until that hour,
when the famous rolling barrage which General Mor-
rison had perfected would be launched — behind it
would follow tanks and the Canadian infantry,



CHAPTER VI
THE BATTLE OF AMIENS

HI British front was about twenty-five thou-
sand yards, stretching from Morenil, on the
river Luce, south of the Amiens-Roye road, on
the right, to Ville-sur-Ancre, north-east of Amiens,
the extreme left. At the last minute, the French hav-
_ing come up in stronger force than anticipated, the
crack First French Army took the section from Mo-
reuil to Thennes, a little battered village on the river
Luce, and thus allowed the Canadian thrusting force
to concentrate and become even stronger. The Cana-
dian line was from Thennes to the Amiens-Chaulnes
railway Jine. From the railway to the Somme the pick
of the Aunstralian Corps were to attack simultaneously
and with them was the III Corps, whose objective was
to be Morlancourt. In Hangard Wood were secreted
the tanks, numbering one hundred and thirty. Others
were brought up to Gentelles Wood late on the night
of the Tth, -under cover of the noise made by the
engines of a score or so heavy British bombing gpa-
chines, and sharp after the barrage they rolledﬁkn
cars of juggernaut down the open land and trundled
across the river, where engineers had hastily built
staunch bridges, heavily timbered and buttressed with
rocks. Twenty or so lost themselves in the morasses
of the river Luce, but the rest did good work, early
in the game, clearing out machine-gun nests and terri-
fying the resisting Germans.
The ground over which the Canadian infantry had
to charge was not of the best. Out of the beaten paths
137
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were small bogs of dangerous depth fed by the river.
The gaps between these were well wired. The most
effective jumping-off place was the road from Domart
to Hangard, and here the Canadians got through and
into the open ahead of time and were only stopped
by their own barrage.

The whole scheme of this part of the battle and the
disposition of his troops had been left with the Cana-
dian Commander and his divisional and artillery
staffs.. The 3rd Canadian Division, under Major-
General L. J. Lipsett, was on the right and under
liaison with the First French Army. Later, the divi-
sion was under the command of Major-General F. O.
W. Loomis. To the 1st Canadian Division was allotted
the centre of the attack, under Major-General Sir A.
C. Macdonell. The 2nd Division, under command of
Sir Henry Burstall, had the extreme left, being in
touch with the Australian Corps, and the 4th Cana-
dian Division, under Major-General Sir David Wat-
son, was placed close behind the 3rd Division.

The Australians, under Lieut.-General Sir J. Mon-
ash, had to gain the difficult country already fought
over on both sides of the winding river Somme. Here
the stream runs through countless ravines and the
going, it was known, would be difficult. General Mon-
ash attacked with two divisions and kept two in close
reserye, and the Australian leader showed fine sol- -
dierly qualities in placing himself, for tactical pur-
poses, under the Canadian Commander.

The Canadian artillery had got into allotted posi-
tions without the least suspicion on the part of the
enemy, though congested roads would not allow the
bringing up of large reserve stocks of ammunition.
But the grit of the Canadian ners won through
and during that eventful morning®their ammunition
teams drove forward, sometimes as far as seven
miles, never letting the guns slow down for want of
shells,. ~With all roads covered with infantry
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transport, their work was nothing short of a
miracle.

Canadian Headquarters had been moved further
‘forward to Dury, a little cluster of chitean and houses
just south of Amiens on the Paris high-road. By a
strange coincidence, which found the Canadians too
enthusiastically hopeful of success to be superstitious,
it had been the ill-fated Fifth Army Headquarters
during the March débécle. Divisional and Brigade
Headquarters were almost in the front line, so sure
were the commanders of rapid advance after the
attack.

The previous night had, been inspiring. On the
right of the Canadians’ ne{ position, the most impor-
tant sector, the Australians'still held their line, though
thinly and mostly with outposts. The weather was
clear, but fortunately driving clouds in the sky re-
duced the starlight and there was no moon. The 3rd
Division had the longest way to march in taking over;
but silently —like ghosts of retribution — they
marched across the Avres river at the bridge of
Boves, around Boves Wood, which was crowded with
necessary artillery and cavalry units, until they
gained the village of Gentelles, and from here they
filtered into the front-line trenches which were to be
their jumping-off places. Their officers found that
the ‘ play’’ manceuvres they had gone through
in June and July up in French Flanders were now
the scheme of attack — it was so with all the divi-
sions.

The barrage started promptly at 4.15 a.m. Below us
the French guns, whose concentration the Germans
had never suspected, joined in this mighty chorus of
war. Major-General Morrison had under his com-
mand over seventeen brigades of ordinary artillery,
nine brigades of heavy howitzers, and many long-
range heavy naval guns. I found one Winnipeg major
in command of two huge 15-inch guns which from
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railway trucks sent projectiles a distance of twenty-
odd miles. White and red and green flares and rockets
went up from the German lines, the signals of extreme
distress to headquarters and batteries. But the bat-
“teries hardly answered the call, so deadly was the aim
of the British guns, and hundreds of German gunners
were afterwards found prisoners in their dug-outs,
locked in<by the bursting Canadian shells. After the
first half-hour and until the third day of the battle,
the German artillery gave little trouble. Their old guns
were in our hands and were being used against them-
by Major-General Morrison’s trained experts. Cross-
roads over which German reinforcements would have
to pass were obliterated and little or no succour
reached their yielding front line.

Dawn came up with a heavy mist. Across the river
in front of Domart the eugineers had filled in a gran.
ite. culvert. Hundreds of lorries had dumped their
loads into a solid mass which could carry the heaviest
burdens and which could not be damaged by German
shells. - Over this the luckiest tanks ‘* chugged ’’ their
way. In each were bombing and bayonet men of Ca-
nadian battalions, — wiping-up parties, — and they
plunged into the wrecked German trenches and held
themn until the main infantry battalions charged up a
few minutes later. Some of the men of the gallant
drd Division had swum the river. The infantry swept
on through egmmunication trenches, killing hundreds
of the disconcerted eneiny, and were at their objee- #
tives on time. Many fell from machine-gun fire, there
were numerous small redoubts still holding out, but
the'tanks broke the backbone of this resistance before
they rolled on to new encounters. That mist saved
the Canadian infantry thousands of casualties, and
when it cleared it disclosed hordes of Germans they
had missed, in scattered bands behind them. But
for the most part these readily surrendered. With
dawn the flying men had their chance and they dived

.
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low over what remained of the German batteries, hin-
dering them in the work of salving their guns until the
armoured cars and cavalry got in and took the erews
prisoner. It was’ a cloudy day overhead and by air
observation little could be found out regarding what
(fermans were in reserve,

Not far from Demuin, well within the original Ger-
man line, two tanks filled with Canadian machine-gun
crews waddled into a German 5.9-inch battery which
had escaped the barrage. The gunners fired at them
over-open sights and it looked as if the lumbering,
moving forts were having a bad time. They halted in
a hollow and disgorged the machine guns. Up the hill
the Canadians stalked with their weapons and, taking
the German crews on the flank, wiped out the lot. In
the wood at Maison Blanche, on the main road from
Amiens to Roye, these tank passengers came tfpon a
(jerman naval sniping battery of 5-inch high-velocity
guns. Word was sent back to the Canadian Artillery
Headquarters after they had been captured, and two
hours later General Morrison’s specialists were firing
them into new German positions.

To continue with the 3rd Division. There was some
of the heaviest and most unexpected fighting of the
day to gain the high ground at Hourges which domi-
nated the Canadian lines of communication. To the
9th Brigade was allotted the task, and they swept up
the hill with a determination that was not to be denied.
It was an old-fashioned infantry charge, but it was
behind a strong, indirect machine-gun barrage, a Ca-
nadian invention, which effectively raked the hillside.
The 52nd Battalion (Manitoba) and the 58th (Central
Ontario) suffered heavily here, but they knew the hill
had to be taken and many were the individual acts of
heroism. One Winnipeg sergeant and five men
bombed out seven machine-gun redoubts — then all
the party were killed or wounded. Hourges Hill in
the enemy’s hands that day would have meant that
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four different crossings of the river Luce could not
have been used.

To the right of the new position of the 3rd Division,
there rode out into the plains, just as the morning
mist was lifting, the Canadian Cavalry Brigade, and
with it the armoured cars and motor machine guns of
Canada’s Independent Force. The French were meet-
ing with difficulties and were retarded and the Cana-
dian flank along the Roye road was in danger of being
left open to attack. The horsemen rode into scores of
little villages, taking small groups of terror-stricken
prisoners. Out on open ground, where concealment
was good in the growing wild grain, they found the
French advance guards coming up, and the cavalry
left the flank defence to the armoured cars and the big
motors which disgorged machine-gun batteries ay
every point of vantage. All day long these ‘‘ troub
hunters *’ held the right flank and twice stopped Get-
man threatening attacks. At one time they were ac-
tually fighting behind the enemy, who were attacking
Fresnoy-en-Chausée and Méziéres, and in front of
them at Le Quesnel was a lost reserve German brigade.
Beaufort fell to the cavalry, In it Brigadier-General
Paterson found a German commandant who did not
know that his front line was broken. Under an es-
cort of Strathcona’s Horse he and his staff were
hustled back to Canadian Headquarters. In all, the
3rd Division penetrated the German position to a
depth far exceeding the wildest hopes and its divi-
sional headquarters was moved three times to keep up
with the advance. Finally they endedtup in the woods
of Maison Blanche on the Roye road, which had been
a German artillery nest, and were preparing to at-
tack a fresh enemy brigade at Le Quesnel when word
came that the aggressive 4th Division was to relieve
them and carry on the good work. In all, they had
penetrated the German line to a depth of eight miles,
a fine record for any divisiom® The hardest fighting
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had been borne by the 9th Brigade, when the 43rd
Battalion (Manitoba) carried Hamou Wood against
the stiffest resistance encountered on the first day,
and the Mounted Rifle Brigades, after they had cap-
tured Hangard, charged down the slopes of the river
Luce in face of terrific fire and dashed into Demuin, a
broken rubble of what had once been a prosperous
little factory town, that, after the first panic of sur-
prise, the Germans would have used as a veritable
fortress.

The 1st Division attack in the centre was slower,
but just as successful. The 3rd Brigade of High-
landers, under Brigadier-General G. 8. Tuxford,
gained all objactives on time. There were fierce fights
on each side of the Amiens-Chaulnes railway, which in
this distriet runs through deep cuttings and had been
honeycombed with German dug-outs where thousands
of reserves could be placed. There was more open
warfare for the 1st Brigade under Brigadier-General
W. A. Griesbach, which just suited the 1st, 2nd, 3rd,
and 4th, the crack Ontario  battalions under that
leader. They took the ontskirts of Auberpourt, where
they got in schedule touch with the rigl‘xlof the 3rd
Division, went on their merry fighting w8y to Ignau-
court, where, with their comrades of the 3rd Brigade,
‘they drove out the garrison with bayonet and bomb
and then swept on to the high and commanding ground
at Cayeux-en-Santerre, several miles beyond what was
fo have been their main objective for the first day.
By a clever maneuvre they side-slipped from here,
and, joining up with the left of the 3rd Division again,
ent(off “several fresh German battalions which had
been hurried up, Leap-frogging through them 'at
critical moments camé the 2nd Brigade under Brig-
adier-CGeneral F', O. W. Loomis.

The 2nd Division attack on the extreme left was the
record for any one attack on the western front. They '
were ahead of schedule barrage time and by a lucky
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chance their communications were in such good shape
that they were able to accelerate their barrage. That
first night they were just to the east of Caix, a dis-
tance of fifteen thousand yards into the German posi-
tion. By 7.30, only three hours after the barrage had
opened, the 4th Brigade, under Brigadier-General
R. Rennie, composed of such fighting battalions as the
18th, 19th, 20th, and 21st (Eastern, Western, and Cen-
tral Ontario), had taken Marceleave. This was a large
town in front of Villers-Bretonneux where factories
had been turned into redoubts and huge dug-outs with
eleetrie light and running water constructed, and where
cement communication trenches gave the Germans
every advantage. The Australians, when they held this
front, had tried many times to dislodge the enemy and
their efforts had been costly to them; hut they had
been costly to the Germans also, as huge graveyards
showed. The Ontario battalions escaped with com-
paratively light losses. The 5th Brigade, Brigadier-
Gieneral J. M. Ross, followed on through the 4th.
The men from Quebee and theq)Iaritimc Provinces
were keen rivals of their comrades. They drove the
Germans, by little pitched battles, out of Wiencourt
and Guillancourt, although not without several set-
backs and renewed attacks, and late that night re-
ported themselves at their final objective, the old
Amiens Defence Line.

In this first attack on August 8th, perhaps the fiere-
est encounters were fought by the 1st Division. The
Jrd Brigade’s task was to take what was called the
Hangard Strip, and they were to advance to Auber-
court after crossing the river Luce and joining in the
general attack. Well-known battalions like the 13th,
14th, 15th, and 16th, all erack kilted units whose fame
had been carried through from Ypres to Lens, were
to be the spear-heads of this sector. The 16th, men
from British Columbia and Manitoba, with Cameron
and Seaforth tartans, were on the right. The 13th
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OFFICERS oF THE 14TH BATTALION, 1916
Of these officers, 7 were killed in action, 1 died as a result of wound, 12 were wounded, and 11 received decorations
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and 14th were to be the leap-frogging, bucking line,
and the 15th, Highlanders from Toronto, the left of
the attack. The 16th ran into a machine-gun nest in
the first ten minutes. Their colonel, later a V.C. win-
ner, plunged ahead with his scout oﬂ'lcer and a small
patrol. Turning a curve in a sunken road, théy ran
straight into the fire from a German machine-gun
battery and they were within fifty yards range. It
seemed certain death to advanece, but colonel, scouts,
and all, letting out a yell that apparently struck terror
into the foe, drove at the battery. With revolvers and
rifles they killed or wounded so many of the enemy
that the rest fled and the battalion was able to get up
to the position almost without casualties. Later on in
the day a runper of the battalion erept around to the
rear of a German machine gun, shot the whole crew,
and then returned to his officer to report that the
coast was clear. At the cross-roads beyond Auber-
court, which had been a German brigade headquarters,
the kilties ran into heavy cross-fire and it seemed as if
their attack would be held up. Twice they were
driven back, and then, by clever scouting, they located
the guns and captured their crews.. There was a set
of dug-outs at this point and the clearing of them was
delicate business, but the work was done thoroughly,
many prisoners being captured, among them a Ger-
man regimental commander — equivalent to one of our
brigadiers — and his whole staff.

The 13th Battalion, the Royal Highlanders of Can-
ada, had desperate fighting in gaining their first objec-
tive in Hangard Wood West. They managed, with the
aid of friendly tanks, to wipe out several machine-
gun redoubts, but there was such a heavy concentra-
tion on the far end of the wood, where were situnated
the dug-outs of a Bavarian regiment, that twice they
were compelled to withdraw. In addition there was
a strong set of trenches named by the British Croat’s
System, and all were heavily manned. Bringing up
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the trench mortars which were attached to them, the
(Canadians bombed the reserves from the wood and
then plunged down into this system with bayonet and
hand-grenade. They wiped out the garrison and
started again over the open. From Pantaloon Ravine
a German field-gun battery was firing point-blank at
the Highlanders.  Without hesitation Canadian
machine-gun erews took up vantage points and so
harassed the gunners that when the battalion charged
* they abando their guns without a struggle.

The 14th Battalion (Montreal) in their first rush on
the left of the attack cleaned up the German outposts
in a most thorough manner. In Morgemont- Wood an
enemy battery of eight guns played havoe with- their
advance. Three parties volunteered for the job of
tackling them, and led by sergeants and corporals
they enclosed the wood in the open order they had
learned so well early in the summer and wiped out
most of the crews. Croat’s Trench on the northern
end was still holding out and their new position al-
lontreal men to enfilade it. - They not only
turned thyid own guns on it, but also the German
pieces they had captured, and in a few moments a
white flag was fluttering over the enemy trench. On
our men advancing to take their surrender the Huns
again opened a withering fire. There was another
ding-dong battle of bomb and bayonet along the
trench, and the Canadian guuners redoubled their
efforts. Two white flags were raised by the enemy,
but, in the light of the treachery of a few moments
before, no notice could be taken of them and on the
final rush the garrison was exterminated.

The 1st Brigade of .the 1st Division had been placed
as centre of the divisional attack, and the 2nd Battalion
(Eastern Ontario) was chosen for the brigade right,
with the 4th as companion in the centre. The 3rd
(Toronto) was on the left. The Kastern and Central
Ontario men managed to get through the German line

e
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with little difficulty, but the Toronto regiment struck
a hard snag when they reached Morgemont Wood.
They were fighting desperately against a reserve Ger-
man battalion which had been sheltered underground
and, until the Highlanders from another brigade came
to their rescue, were in a dangerous position. The
wood was finally cleared and the gallant battalion
went on further into the fray. On the right the 2nd
Battalion pushed on to Happegléne Farm, a German
strong point, whiech they rushed, and then, battling
with isolated parties of the German rearguargdy which
they disposed of or took prisoner, they madé’a splen-
did charge across the open which gained them Ignau-
court, a hamlet with stone houses making good defence
works for the Germans. Here they got into touch
with the Canadians who had won Demuin, and as their
casualties had been comparatively light they decided
to push on into the Cayeux valley and prepare to eap-
ture the town of Crveux. Unfortunately, by this time
the Germans had got their second artillery line into
operation, and the hitherto lucky battalion, in spite of
hastily dug trenches, suffered heavy casualties.

The 4th Battalion had worked its fighting way-up
through the centre and got into touch with the 2nd in
the Cayeux valley. They, too, had had but- slight
losses to date and they decided to attack Cayeux from
the right flank. After determined attempts they got
their grip on the southern end of the town, and while
" the tired 2nd put on a feint assault the other Ontario
fighters charged through the streets and took the de-
fenders by surprise, driving them back with Lewis-
gun fire, bayoneting hundreds who resisted, and taking
several more hundreds prisoner. The 2nd gained the
town shortly after and the two battalions established a
safe line on the enemy side of the position. But the cap-
ture of Cayeux meant that Caix, an important storage
centre of the Germans which they had not completely
cleared, was in danger of falling the next day, and all
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night long the enemy counter-attacked from Lemaire
Wood and from Rousseau Wood further south. The
call was sent for help from the tanks, and early next
morning the moving fortresses ‘‘ juggernauted ’’ into
these positions, followed by the 2nd Battalion, scatter-
ing the gunners and making a safe jumping-off pldce
for the next advance. The 3rd Battalion helped in
the capture of Lemaire Wood.

Next day Caix was a Canadian town. The Tth
(British Columbia) and 10th (Alberta) Battalions,
. with the 5th (Western Cavalry) in reserve, made the,
successful assault with very few casualties. During
the night field-guns had been brought up on heavy
motor trucks and unloaded at previously selected
positions. Under their withering barrage, almost
over open sights, the work of the infantry was fairly
easy, and when the latter cleaned up the town of the
remnants of the garrison there were a few hundred
more prisoners sent back to the cages of the 1st Divi-
s101n. Y -

On the morning of August 12tk the position of divi-
sions was as follows: the 3rd Division was astride the
Roye road, working in close liaison with the French
in the vicinity of Folies; the 1st Division in the centre
was in front of Rouvroy ; while the 2nd was well on the
way to Rosiéres, an important German railway centre,

The Corps Commander had planned a new attack in
the direction of the Chaulnes-Roye railway along the
embankment, where, air reports stated, a new trench
line was being prepared by linking up the old works
which had been used in the early days of the war.
The 1st Division, with headquarters at Stove Wood,
had what might be described as the most difficult
ground to cover. The 1st Brigade was chosen for the
assault. Early in the afternoon, under cover of hun-
dreds of smoke bombs, the 1st Battalion (Western
Ontario) led the attack. After a desperate engage-
ment with a nest of machine guns at the crossing of
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the Le Quesnel-Caix road, they rushed forward in
splendid fashion, wiping up smaller groups of the -
enemy, and finally getting into touch with an advanced
4th Division battalion, the 87th (Grenadier Guards of
Montreal). They were being badly harassed by a
machine-gun battery in the little village of Folies, and,
although it was outside their area, two companies of
the 1st charged into and cleared the village with less
than ten casualties. Continuing on after this very
necessary venture, they surprised and captured a
German transport convoy and an ambulance outfit
with horses, which they sent back with word of their
guccess. But Beaufort, twice cleared of the Germans,
was again held by them, and Beaufort was needed if
the general advance was to be a success. With the
help of the 2nd Battalion, the 1st again took posses-
sion, not without heavy street fighting, in which the
men from Ontario showed themselves more than the
equal of the enemy.

The 2nd Battalion emerged on the eastern side of
the town and found the Germans gathering for a
counter-attack. Forming into about ten Lewis-gun
parties, the Ontario men rushed at the concentration
and scattered them, the enemyJeaving many dead and
twelve heavy machine guns. Where was no chance to
take prisoners. East of a shattered set of buildings
which had been Matmite’s Farm, the German artillery
got the range of the battalions, but by short rushes
the enemy Was pressed back into Rouvroy. Two
tanks and a squadron of the 11th (Imperial) Hussars,
which had been out scattering machine-gun forts,
joined thelr fortunes with the Ontario fighters and at-
tnmpﬁi'&b en‘mrﬁthe coveted town. They got a grip
on the northern part of the place, and the infantry
following hastily dug a trench system against which
the enemy made two vain counter-attacks.

The 4th Battalion (Central Ontario), which had
been in reserve, were brought up and reinforced the
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line. They attempted to carry the town from the
south, but ran into some newly placed enemy field-
guns which by open-sight fire drove them back.
Finally these guns were outflanked and the 4th en-
tered into the desperate fighting which gave us Rou-
vroy. Near the church of this place there is an emi-
nence which commands the main square and the
streets that radiate from it. There were terrific en-
counters before this was gained. The German machine
guns even drove back one valiant group of Canadians
who were trying to_command the position from the
roofs of adjacent houses. Finally, by rushing from
dwelling to dwelling, the Canadians managed to get
their guns into play, and under a withering fire the
Germans on the hill broke and fled. . Rouvroy was
completely ours.

In the meantime the 2nd Brigade were having their
experiences. The 14th and 15th Battalions had been
lent them to strengthen the unit. The 5th Battalion
were on the right and the badly mauled 8th on the left.
The former made a *wonderfully picturesque charge
through a field of full-grown corn in which were half
a dozen German machine-gun posts. These they
wiped out and swept on in the direction of Warvillers.
There was no artillery preparation and the tanks al-
lotted to the attack had not turned up. Just as they
attacked Warvillers, the waddling tanks arrived and
went straight into the battle. The Germans broke and
ran and the battalion pushed on and out into the open
beyond the town.

The 8th Battalion’s attack was less strenuous. They
overwhelmed the first opposition they met with, but
soon ran into difficulties. They discovered that the
Germans had several gun posts set in depth and the
task of taking one after the other would be expensive,
if not impossible, for they were in range of all the rest
while stalking one. Gradually the ‘‘ Black Devils,”
encotiraged by their acting commander, who was after-
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wards killed while leading- one section of his men,
spread out and, taking cover in the corn or what
saféty they could find in buildings or ‘ditches, rushed
the batteries one by one. The 14th Battalion came on
a féw hundred yards behind and were able to help the
Western men consolidate and hold the line for the
night.

In the battles they were engaged in from August 8th
to August 24th the 1st Division casualties were:
Killed, officers 38, other ranks 503; wounded, officers
132, other ranks 2,550; missing, 95 other ranks. This
is a total of 170 officers and 3,148 other ranks. The
8th Battalion was the heaviest loser in the division,
but it\'went through.some of the most terrific fighting
in the Amiens show.

As for the happenings on the rest of the front, it
may be mentioned that the French, although late, had
gained touch with the Canadians close to Le Quesnel.
The Australians had met with great difficulties along
the winding banks of the Somme, but they kept con-
tact with the Canadian 2nd Division and were fighting-
full of spirit. Their left division were up to schedule
and sweeping that northern part of the old-time
Somme battlefield which they had once before con-
quered so gallantly.

When dawn of the second day, August 9th, broke,
it found the Canadian divisions considerably shifted
around. How such matters are done is-marvellous at
such a critical time, but many -worn-out battalions
were enabled to rest, artillery was moved up to ad-
vanced positions, thousands of railway troops were
repairing shell-wracked lines, and telephone wires
were carefully buried ready for the German counter-
attack, which did not come until too late. The 4th
Division passed up through the 3rd to the Cayeux-
Méziéres road. Lieut.-General Currie moved his head-
quarters to a quarry near Demuin. The quarry made
a safe place for the busy general staff, but its dug-
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outs and tents were far from comfortable. ‘‘ Why
not the village? ’’ asked his officers. Demuin had been
a German divisional headquarters and in it there were
comfortable billets. It was practically unharmed.
They knew the reason a few hours later, when the
enemy had hurried up new guns. The German artil-
lery staff argued that the village would be a Canadian
headquarters and razed it to the ground. The Corps
Staff watched the strafe from comfortable safety.

August 8th and the morning of the 9th had been
glorious dayg. The Canadians, with one exception,
were everywhere beyond their objectives. According
to General Currie’s report, the enemy were almost
back on the old first line at Ham. All important posi-
tions, with the exception of Le Quesmel on the Roye
road, had been taken. Generally it was an eight-mile
penetration of the German lines. The attack had swept
through all reserve trenches and was now spread out in -
an open country, so far back that the fields were tilled
and many of the peasants were living very much as in
pre-war days. The villages which had been captured
were all small prosperous farmers’ centres, with here
and there some industry and factory. They included
Hangard, Demuin, Beaufort, Aubercourt, Cayeux,
Courcelles, Ignaucourt, Caix, Marcelcave, Wiencourt,
L’Equipée, Guillaucourt, and Méziéres. Most of them
had been used as reserve billets by the Germans and
there were but few French inhabitants rescued.
Later, in Le Quesnel and Rosiéres, there were rather
more who had returned to their homes after the
former German advance and had fields tilled and
houses thriftily mended.

The 4th Division followed up the thrust of the 3rd
Division, keeping just behind it from the commence-
ment of the attack on August 8th. At times they sent
machine-gun sections forward with the tanks, but their
real turn came when the Germans were driven out of
Le Quesnel. Major-General Sir David Watson in his
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terse report describes the actions and movements of
his unit from early in the attack, when they lined up
just short of the Méziéres-Cayeux road. The 11th Bn-
gade was on the right, the 12th on the left, and the
10th in centre reserve.

““ Before our infantry jumped off,”’ states the re-
port, ‘* the tanks, cavalry and motor machine guns had
gone through, making for the old Amiens Defence
Line of pre-Somme days. We had little artillery sup-
port, the guns for the time being having shot them-
selves out. A few batteries followed us along. The
first real opposition came from Beaucourt village, but
this was overcome and the advance continued to Beau-
court Wood, where very heavy machine-gun fire held
up both brigades. A very gallant infantry attack
cleared the situation and the line again went forward.
The 12th Brigade had heavy fighting before they
reached the ¢ Blue Dotted Line,” the second objective.

““ On the right the enemy was making a desperate
stand at Le Quesnel and the fact that the French were
not up abreast of us made the. situation more diffi-
cult. Before morning, but not without some serious
fighting, the village was firmly held by the division
and the final objective was in our hands. The division
took the forward line from the 3rd Division and car-
ried it forward a distance of 6,000 yards on a 7,000
vard front.”

It was open warfare with a vengeance. Le Quesnel
was taken just before midnight. Tanks — snappy
little whippets — and cavalry had got foothold in the
afternoon, but were driven out at dusk. In the dark
night they attacked again and the strong little French
village, with its large, quaint stonejcathedral, now a
German fortress, became permanently ours. It was a
necessary victory, for the French advance to the left
of the town was delayed. Six-inch trench mortars
mounted on trucks were brought into action and were
the deciding factor, lobbing their heavy explosive
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ghells over the hill, -and finally forcing the surrender
of the badly battered remnants of a reserve German
Brigade. The line was complete with the fall of Le
Quesnel. Six thousand prisoners had been taken —
more than our own casualties. Over one hundred
large guns were captured, thousands of machine guns
and trench mortars and immmense engineersstores and
reserve ammunition parks were in our hands, undam-
aged and undestroyed, showing how disorganized the
enemy had become. Sixteen German divisions had
been counted on that day — eight of them had been
against the Canadians’ driving corps.

Roughly the line now ran from Villers-Bretonneux
along to the river Luce, then direct south to Le Ques-
nel, and the Roye road, which the Romans had origi-
nally built to assist in conquering the Gauls. But the
heavier and more dangerous fighting was to come, and
with the morning light of August 9th the Canadian
divisions were again plunged into the attack. The
fresh 4th Division took over Le Quesnel and held it in
strength until late in the afternoon the French came
up and made it their connecting link. KEvery smiling,
red brick hamlet ahead, every little wooded knoll yith
which the country is studded, had become a GernYan
machine-gun redoubt. The weather remained fine and
another misty morning helped the infantry in their
jump-off. Thehard-battling 3rd Division, which had
been in reserve during the night, passed through along
the Roye road, then swept northward across the
plains, following the lead of the cavalry and tanks.
As yet there was comparatively little enemy shelling.
Beaufort’s German garrison, armed with a battery of
the new tank guns, some small howitzers, and half a
score machine guns, put up a desperate resistance,
and it was impossible to outflank, as the Freich were
having terrific opposition at Hangest-en-Santerre. It
developed later that the Canadian and Allied attack
here met the first German counter-attack to regain
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some lost ground, especially the hill at Le Quesnel
But the 3rd Division, which up to this time had the
record of the battle for smashing, stubbormyrggistance,
pressed on in magnificent fushion, storming®Bothoir,
Rouvroy, and Meharicourt in turn, fighting pitched
battles with fresh German divisions which were at-
tempting to form a gtable line for the enemy. Late
that afternoon the indomitable men of the Mounted
Rifles, the Princess Pats, the 42nd (Montreal), and
the Royal Canadian Regiment had spread laterally
over a five-mile front and had gained another three
and a half miles of the Germans’ hastily built trenches
and posts.

Ten snappy whippet tanks barked around the hlll/at
Le Quesnel that evening and went into the affray.
They carried extra crews in the shapevof Canadian
machine gunners, and a few of these were dropped in
the vantage points picked out from the undulating
ploughed fields. Then from the cover of a wood the
German tank guns found the range over open sights
and one by one the whippets were maimed, rolling
over On their sides like sorely-smitten gladiators of
old. Some of them were blazing, making gruesome
red streaks in the yellow rays of the evening sun.
Those of their erews who could, fled to shelter, but
many wounded were lying half-burned in the stubble.
For a time it looked like a bad setback, but suddenly,
through a dip in the rolling ground, thundered up four
of the ponderous father tanks. They caught the Ger-
mans on their flank and, before the enemy could turn,
their larger guns spitted death ip~3-inch high explo-
sives and speedily put the tank” guns out of action.
Like some big liner rescuing the crew of a cockleshell
boat at sea, each turhed in front of the disabled guns,
ignoring the pattering machine-gun bullets that hit
their sides, and veered to ‘‘ windward ”’ of the erip-
pled whippets. Under their shelter they rescued
those of the crews who were still alive, and then, with
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the 4th Division infantry, they attacked the wood in
force and wiped out the garrison, even getting a grip
on Beaufort itself.

At daylight, after a dashing charge through barbed
wire to relieve an outflanking movement on the
French, the Canadian cavalry whirled off ‘‘into the
blue.”” It was their job, if possible, to ride north and
reach and cut the railway line behind Rosiéres, five
miles away. That night a mammoth 12-inch railway
howitzer, which was pounding the Canadians’ lines of
communication, had been located there. Not without
many minor adventures, the Canadian horsemen drove
on, breaking up small groups-of Germans and chasing
them back, with the aid of machine-gun bullets, to
where the infantry found them, terrified, but willing
prisoners. The horsemen charged into the big rail-
way town, expecting furious resistance, but the garri-
son was taken completely by surprise. Even the Ger-
man brigadier, awed by the flashing sabres, surren-
dered without the usual bluster. The cavalry dash
was daring and dangerous, — there were thousands of
the foe behind them, — but it won. The Fort Garrys

galloped ahead in time to blow up the big gun spur.
The crew fled up the line, vainly trying to stop a
train-load of reinforcements which wer'egcing ‘rushed

up. The panie-stricken engineer put on s shed
madly on, and did not stop until in the midst of the
Fort Garrys and the 6th Brigade of Canadian infan-
try of the 2nd Division, who swarmed round the cars
and took all — twenty-eight officers and over five hun-
dred men — prisoner.

Down the line came another train, which the cavalry
surrounded. It was a ‘brand new German hospital
train, fully equipped with doctors and nurses, and the
German doctor in command threatened dire vengeance
if the Canadians did not let him at once get back to
his own lines.

““ We shall be immediately returned to our army
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according to the rules of war,”” he declared, Teutoni-
cally.

““Too late,”” answered the cavalry major. ‘‘ Listen
to that.”

Four dull explosions told him that a squadron of
the Strathconas had blown up the main line. After-
wards a wise British Intelligence Department hustled
the doctors and nurses back past hundreds of prison-
ers’ cages and captured guns, innocently showed them
how complete had been the Allied vietory, sHipped
them to Ilolland via Dover, and in two weeks they
were at home telling the story of German defeat.

It would be impossible to deseribe half the magnifi-
cent deeds of the Canadian infantry in that open fight-
ing of August 10th and 11th. Nearly three thousand
decorations and mentions were won in those momen-
tous days. Valour and heroism, splendid discipline,
the finest the writer has observed in any Canadian
battle, were shown on every hand, and in desperate
encounters at close grips ("anadian manhoad proved
itself complete master of the Teuton. Something like
twelve Victoria Crosses were won in those few days
and over a score went to Canada’s troops in the last
hundred days.

Take the case of a young subaltern in a Manitoba
battalion. His section had been badly checked by ter-
rific fire from a concealed machine gun. His men were
wavering at the shock, but the young officer, formerly
a farmer, grabbing a rifle and bayonet and two or
three grenades from a wounded man, dashed forward,
dropping to cover as the bursts of fire were poured on
him, finally gaining the rear of the gun just as it was
lowered on its little rope elevator to be repaired. He
waited patiently until the creaking carriage came up
and then, with bomb and bayonet, wiped out the crew
of three. Inspired by his example, the rest of the bat-
talion rushed the position and took twelve other guns.
Later, the same officer, although mortally wounded by
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a shell splinter, crawled to the top of a parapet and
directed his men until-he died.

A corporal of the 24th Battalion (Montreal) charged
forward alone into a battery pit containing three Ger-
man machine guns near Vrely, killed three of the gar-
rison, and the rest immediately surrendered to him.
ITe marched five of them back to his battalion and de-
livered them to the colonel. In a later scrap, while
scouting, he discovered a battery of German 5.9-inch
howitzers just getting into position. With three of
his scouts,” he drove at the busy gunners, catching
them off the alert as they were about to fire their first
shot. All but two of the enemy were killed or
wounded, and then the corporal gent a runner back to
report to the colonel that the battery was captured.

On“the second day at Warvillers, which had been
German corps headquarters, men of the 21st Bat-
talion (Eastern Ontario) worked their fighting way ~—"
down a huge dug-out which had been the corps“signal
station and telephone exchange. Just in the nick of

* time they caught several Giermans mining the place
and placing explosive tubes among the tangle of
wires, Half an hour later the Canadian signallers
were up and joining the valuable telephone system to
the Canadian wires which came along with our advanc-
ing infantry.

They were hard men to beat, with the flush of what
they knew to be their greatest victory on their brows,
but there were many grim fights in these underground
shelters during the second and third: days. Such
towns as Vrely, Rouvroy, and Bouchoir were honey-
combed with tunnels sheltering hundreds of the en-
emy. [t was part of an old defence system which the
(termans, on account of shortage of labour, had never
completed. Many of them had the old effective dis-
appearing platform to carry machine guns, and these
positions were expensive to the assaulting Canadians.
But officers, sergeants, and men had all been specially
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trained for this tricky, open fighting which the smaller
towns of the Picardy plains afforded. There were-
none of the old frontal attacks of the Lens and Vimy
days, and our losses for tlie gains we made were not
unduly heavy.

On August 12th the Canadian cavalry ran into a
sanguinary fight along the Meharicourt-Fouques-
court road in an attempt to stampede the enemy in
the latter village. They had just reached the crucifix
which marks the entrance to the village proper, having
scattered several large groups of the enemy, when a
tornado of fire from concealed machine guns swept
them. Their casualties were severe, but the survivors
retired bravely, fighting a rearguard engagement,
even firing their machine guns from the backs of their
horses. Much to the surprise of the 14th Battalion,
who were helpless witnesses, the Germans followed up
their success, bringing their machine guns forward
and making a determined counter-attack, aimed to
drive back the Montreal battalion. For a few mo-
ments it looked as if the new line would be pierced,
but at a critical period four whippet tanks ambled up
to where the Germans had established posts in the
high growth of a corn-field and cleaned up the major-
ity. When the enemy recovered, the Canadians were

\ ready for any attack they might put over; but the
seriousness of the situation had been realized. ;

The 13th Battalion (Royal Highlanders of Canada)
also had a narrow escape a few days later, when it
seemed inevitable that they would be either annihi-
lated or the majority captured. By sheer pluck they
won their way back to the main Canadian line, but not
without severe losses, although they took full toll from
the Germans who outflanked them. By a daring day-
light charge, they rushed a complicated system of
trenches at La Chavette, almost within striking dis-
tance of the Chaulnes-Montdidier railway, over which
the enemy were still rushing back their supplies. The
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venture was so successful that the kilties whirled on
through a maze of communication trenches for an-
other four hundred yards, actually gaining a foothold
in the Fresnoy-Hattencourt trench system, where the
enemy were collecting for a big counter-attack. Seeing
their hopeless position, they sent back for aid, but the
messenger returned reporting that the Germans were
again in force jin the trenches behind them. The High-
landers st‘z:y(li the fight for frgédom where troops
might have-reasonably surrendered. They had come
upon a large German dump of hand-grenades, and
with these and what was left of their own ammunition,
combined with the grit they had shown in other bat-
tles, they hacked their way clean through a fresh Ger-
man regiment, luckily with few casualties, and even
bringing back some of the prisoners they had taken.
This decided the brigade commander, and he immedi-
ately set to work to dig in against possible attack.
It never came, for the German line was broken in an-
other sector.

The battle for Rouvroy, one of the centres the Ger-
mans particularly valued, was another engagement
which showed the wonderful determination and fight-
ing qualities of the Canadians, even after three hard
days of fighting. The 1st Brigade attempted to rush
the town late on the afternoon of August 12th. The
2nd Battalion managed to get into the outskirts to the
left and held on grimly until a section of the 3rd came
to its assistance. The street fighting was terrifie, and
afterwards it was found that a German Imperial
Guards regiment had been thrown into the serimmage
to hold the town as long as possible. The 1st and
4th Battalions were sent to the rescue, for the line was
advancing to the right, but the Germans, too, had been
reinforced, and it was impossible to penetrate the vil-
lage, owing to the strength of the enemy. By night,
however, ghese grim fighters did manage to get
through thgright side of the town and connect up with
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the 3rd Division, which had come up east of Folies.
The line was then intact and it was merely a question
of time before Rouvroy would be encircled.

It is impossible to tell the wonderful adventures of
every'baftalion, for even at this late time of writing,
not all the battalion histories, so well kept in days of
stress, are available. But one must remember the
Canadian Corps motto, *‘ One for all and all for one,”
and take the wonderful stories of undaunted courage
given here as applying to many, many battalions. The
famous ‘* Little Black Devils >’ (8th Battalion) jumped
through when their division leap-frogged the tired 3rd
near Beaufort, where the Germans were showing the
most desperate stubbornness. Their commander had
been killed at Hatchett Wood, in which the Germans
were at full strength, and they wanted revenge. Time
after time the men of the ‘‘ Black Devils ”’ ploughed
into the tangled wire and nests of machine guns which
defended the copse. It was a strategical point and
needed to be taken, and they meant to take it. Kvery
time they were driven back by sheer weight of num-
bers and by concentrated fire,— from men wounded
early in the battle the Germans had found out that it
was a celebrated battalion that was pressing them, —
but they plugged at it and by clever scouting and
stalking and an encircling movement they finally
reached the main batteries of guns. Some of the
grimmest hand-to-hand fighting that had taken place
up to this time followed. The crews of all those guns
were exterminated. Three hundred prisoners were
sent back to the Canadian cages — broken, beaten,
frightened men, who declared they had been fighting
against Indians and not white men. The 8th lost
heavily again and the battalion report estimates their
casualties up to this time at three hundred.
Nothing daunted, the battalion comti
and finally, east of the Meharicour
they gained touch with the 5th Battali

ouvroy road,
and the Ca-
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nadian line was again joined up. All through the
night they kept harassing the engmy, never allowing
him to concentrate for counter-attacks. On their forays
they were accompanied by boon comrades, sections from
the Imperial 9th Lancers and daring whippet crews.
They saw one of the whippets set on fire and the crew
about to fall into the hands of th emy, but with a
mad dash they scattered the Germa:?:md brought back
the little erew to British ground. Later, badly mauled,
but with spirits as unbroken as when they swung into
battle on August 8th, the ‘‘ Black Devils ’’ were sent
back to rest at Warvillers, thence to go into quiet
areas and refit and reinforce. Their total losses had
been fifteen officers and four hundred and twenty
other ranks.

The 10th Battalion (Alberta) were fighting haﬁ”
gain a position about one thousand yards north-#est o
(Caix, on the Amiens-Chaulnes railway, when about mid-
day they were badly harassed by machine-gun fire. A
corporal took a small party and stalked away on the
flank of one battery of thrggguns and captured or killed
all the crews. The pris re sent back to battalion
lines after signals had de, unescorted and un-
guarded except that th atile corporal had one of
their own guns trained on them and gage them a few
bursts to hurry them on their way. Another corporal
led a patrol of eight men with one Lewis gun against
fifty Germans and six heavy machine guns.. The Ger-
man post was in a sunken road with excellent cover.
It was rushed by the Canadian non-com. and his com-
rades, bombed into submission in twenty minutes, and
then thirty prisoners and six new machine guns were
brought in. These incidents make it easy to under-
stand how the attack was carried forward nine miles
in nine hours.

A sergeant of the 5th Battalion leading his platoon,
which was protecting the right flank, realized sud-
denly that a gap had occurred and that the Germans




164 THEs TRIUMPH OF THE ALLIES

with machine guns were enfilading his comrades at
close range. He rushed forward, two hundred yards
ahead of his party, scrambled helter-skelter up the
machine-gun emplacement, shot the German officer
who wasgdirecting the fire, and threw a bomb in the
midst of\the crew, wounding five. The rest found
safety in flight\ The same sergeant, later in the day,
was scouting with a large patrol far ahead of the reg-
ular infantry ag#ance. Suddenly, through the smoke
cloud they were raising to mask their main attack, a
large tank loomed up and, taking the patrol for Ger-
mans, began firing at them point-blank. The sergeant
crawled close up to the movable fortress, which was
still spitting fire at the Canadians, managed to signal
to it the fatal mistake, and then directed it to an en-
emy strong point. He went forward to a mound from
where he could get direct observation and signalled
back fire direction to hig own battalion. The plucky
fellow was knocked senseless by the bursting of a shell,
but recovered in a few minutes and started away with
his platoon intofthe attack at Warvillers.

Before a summary of the days of glorious victory
at Amiens can be completed, there are four other units
whose deeds must be chronicled. The Engineers, the
Canadian Army Medical Corps, the Railway Construc-
tion Battalions, and the Pioneers.

Amiens had been a miniature Chicago for the cattle
and the rich products of the Picardy farmers and had,
moreover, the quickest and best-constructed means of
communication between the English Channel and
Paris, and was the keystone of the arch that linked
the British and French armies. It invited the atten-
tion of the enemy, and the section nearest the German
positions, which contained the main line and the city’s
fine freight yards with scores of miles of tracks, had
been subjected to severe bombing and was completely
destroyed. The main line from Calais to Paris, which
ran through the city in deep rock cuttings, was badly
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smashed, but quiet work by the Canadian railway
troops, Brigadier-General ‘‘ Jack’’ Stewart’s com-
mand, under camouflage, made it comparatively an
easy matter on the night of August 8th to complete a
solid standard single-track line with a loop out to
Longueau between the rivers Somme and Avre. Here
were large sidings less damaged. From Longueau a
double-track line originally ran south to Montdidier —
this was left to the French engineers. The north line
ran through Villers-Bretonneux and Chaulnes to Pe-
ronne. It was the strategic line for the Canadians to
use in following up the German retreat. Ten thou-
_sand prisoners and the Canadian Railway Construc-
tion troops were put on night and day shifts, repair-
ing the road-bed and patching up the shell-broken
rails. By afternoon of August 9th a single line was
running into Villers-Bretonneux, a distance of seven
miles. That night’s supplies were brought to a sta-
tion on the plain from which radiated good roads,
barely seratched by shells, to all our divisional ammu-
nition and food dumps. That was not the end of the
work of the Construction Corps. Clamorous German
prisoners declared that their rights were being abused
and that they were within the twenty-mile limit of the
fighting; it was hard to make them credit the whole-
sale retreat of the Huns. They mutinied, out on the
level ground beyond Villers-Bretonneux, and the rail-
way men who had been trained to fight as well as con-
struct — and destroy — abandoned the peevy and the
pick for rifle and machine gun. They quelled their
own mutiny without having to ask aid of the fighting
corps.

From where the line passes through Wiencourt, the
German retreat had been slower and the enemy had
time to set masked, deferred mines on the road-bed
which were due to blow up any time in from three té
five days. By sheer luck, or by experience gained in
other German retreats, the railway engineers dis-
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covered some of them, and the remainder of the line,
which finally reached Rosiéres, in all nearly twenty
miles out from Amiens, was built across the fields. It
was a godsend on which to bring up the heavy guns
and ammunition, relieving the roads, and also to take
back the badly wounded to comfort in well-appointed
ambulance trains. Spreading out mushroom-like,
thin little narrow-gauge lines wound round the knolls
that dotted the plains and crossed the creeks 6n
wooden trestles that were built by British Columbian
men who knew their jobs. These lines were joined up
with Canadian batteries on the third day just when
the enemy was getting his new artillery into position
and beginning to annoy our forces. It must be men-
tioned, too, that the Railway Construction troops built
the foundations for the heavy guns and restored
smashed German dug-outs for the infantry back in
relief.

The Canadian Engineers, who were in command of
Brigadier-General W. B. Lindsay, assisted by the three
pioneer battalions, with whom they had trained during
the ¢ rest period,”’ showed their mettle from the very
start. Their famous rock fill of the main crossing of
the river Luce has already been mentioned. On the
second day of the battle they had five ready-made steel
bridges in place across the lively little river, so that
there were alternative routes by which the huge traf-
fie, inevitable in the case of a battle fought on an im-
mense scale, could travel. Close up to the line they
went as the advance was pressed, and so complete was
their search for enemy traps and mines that in no
single instance, as far as recorded, was there a Cana-
dian life lost by explosion. In some of the larger
wrecked towns they quickly built huts for the ad-
vanced medical dressing stations, and always they
were improving the infantry’s defences by digging
trenches and repairing old German redoubts to be
ready if serious counter-attacks were successful.
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Open warfare brings as complete a difference in
gystem to the Army Medical Corps as it does to the
infantry. In trench time there used to be neat little
whitewashed dug-outs for dressing stations, where
light and comfort would give hope even to those man-
gled men whom the doctors knew were past mortal™
aid. Some of the battalion ambulance stations had to
move forward with their units no less than five times
in one day, but everywhere there was that note of ef-
ficilency, whether in shattered churches or houses or
in abandoned German hospitals, of which there were
fortunately many. The flat fields at the front, later
the network of light railways that seemed to have
spun their web everywhere across the plain, and the
main roads, undamaged by either the second Canadian
attack or the retreating foe, eased the journey of the
(Canadian wounded. It was all as if it had been planned.
Field ambulances that had grown rusty for lack of
use in the old days of trench fighting, but had been
kept in workable order, came into their own again.

Fine clearing stations where lightly wounded were &

 treated were built. Returning ordnance trucks R
brought down hundreds of the wounded men to the.

base hospitals. They were a happy lot on the whole

and the joyous message of victory they carried to

their comrades in hospital spread to the thousands

that worked behind the line.

By August 10th and 11th the German defences had
been considerably stiffened and all traces of the dis-
orgahization of rout had disappeared. The Cana-
dians’ task was getting more difficult. Reinforce-
ments had come up in fine fashion, but the lucky
troops which had driven through to such complete
succéss were battle-worn, though there was plenty of
fight still left in them..

On the night of August 9th-10th the 3rd Division
was relieved by the 32nd (Imperial) Division, which
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was put under Canadian Corps command. )The Im-
perials immediately went into the aftack and carried
the line on to Damery and Paryillers astride the Roye
road, making one of these side-slipping attacks which
* once before had diseoncerted the German defence,
gaining something over three miles. On August 10th
the 4th Division, which had been used but lightly,
took over while the 1st and 2nd Divisions had a chance
to rest in the comparative quiet of the reserve. Major-
General Sir David Watson’s men also went straight
into the fight, their officers having had careful prepa-
ration in reconnoitring the ground. The 10th Brigade,
under Brigadier-General R. J. F. Hayter, captured
Fouquescourt, where the Germans put up desperate
resistance, having an extra reserve regiment at hand.
The 12th Brigade, commanded by Brigadier-General
J. H. MacBrien, stormed Maucourt gn a daylight
charge, and fighting on through Chilly, which they cap-
tured, drove still further and attempted to gain Hallu,
an important railway point which the Germans were
using up to the last moment. They won their way to
the yard in which stores were still being hastily
loaded by the enemy, but at night, in the face of ter-
rific counter-attacks, were compelled to retire to
Chilly, where their line had been consolidated.

General Sir Arthur Currie, in his report on con-
ditions on the morning of August 11th, best explains
the position. He said in part: ‘‘ The situation had
changed materially. 1 suggested rather than expose
the Canadian Corps to losses without adequate re-
sults against the old trenclygystem, which was now
reached, theseorps should be withdrawn and used in
another surprise attack in the direction of Bapaume.
‘We were sent further north to the Arras front.”

The Canadian Commander’s short special order
gives an excellent idea of what had been done in the
four days. «‘ The Canadian Corps,’’ he stated, ‘‘ has
every right to feel more than proud of the part it
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has played. To move from the Arras front in less
than a week and plunge into a great battle so
many miles distant is, in itself, a splendid perform-
ance.”’

He added that no fewer than fifteen German divi-
sions, including reserves, had been identified as op-
posing them. Over one hundred and fifty large guns
had been captured, over one thousand machine guns,
and twenty-five towns and villages had been taken.
Nearly ten thousand prisoners were in the hands of
the Canadians. The Amiens-Paris railway had been
freed and the danger of dividing the French and Brit-
ish armies dissipated. Canada’s implicit confidence in
her army, he said, had been nobly justified.

On the night of August 11th the rested 3rd Division
took another turn in the fighting line. It relieved the
32nd (Imperial) Division, which had been badly
mauled, but had gaptured some of the Germans’
strongest points on the south end of the Canadian
gector and had assisted the French in no small meas-
ure, helping them to capture Andechy. There were
signs to those who watched that Marshal Foch was thin- -
ning out his divisions, — well content, — ready to go on
with his soon-to-be-successful thrust in the Argonne
and at Chéateau Thierry with the American troops who
. had already attacked.

The enemy in great strength had driven in our out-
posts at Damery and had fortified the town in such a
way that frontal attack was impossible. Great prepa-
rations were made for assaulting the enemy position,
and it was not until the night of August 14th-15th that
plans were complete. The 7th Brigade worked its way
by hard fighting with bomb and bayonet until it had
outflanked Parvillers on right and left. ‘Some of the
heaviest Canadian shells were rained on this town and
on Damery, the railway troops working three eight-
hour shifts to get the big howitzers close up on their
special spurs. The garrison, with the village sur-
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rounded, gave in, and eight hundred unwounded were
sent back to the cages.

By another desperate charge on a long ridge, which
commanded a section of our system, was the key to
Damery’s strength, and was retarding the French
advance, the 9th Brigade gained the crest and dug
themselves in so securely that they withstood four de-
termined counter-attacks by the Germans and in the
morning nearly a thousand enemy dead were counted
in front of the new line. This ridge relieved the
French of a flanking menace, and soon after daylight
the poilus dashed forward and became possessors of
Zed Wood, an isolated, well-covered knmoll that con-
trolled the greater part of the Roye-Chaulnes defence
system, newly built by the Germans.

To August 16th, the 3rd Division had taken over
three thousand prisoners of all ranks, including 8
regimental commanders, 44 heavy guns and howitzers,
37 trench mortars, and 214 machine guns. The divi-
sion’s casualties had beens killed, 25 officers, 346 other
ranks; wounded, 64 officers, 1,576 other ranks; and
missing, 3 officers and 150 other ranks.

So the battle went on. On the left the 2nd Division
relieved the 4th Division on August 19th. There was
considerable straightening of the line done by Wat-
son’s men, but later they were to have a further share
of heavy fightimg in the Amiens battle. They recap-
tured and held their old position at Hallu. The 4th
and’ 5th Brigades — Ontario, Quebee, and Nova
Scotia battalions — pressed the enemy still further
back on the next day beyond Fransart, barely touch-
ing the Roye-Chaulnes railway, on which the German
depended for his main defence. They were relieved
by a French division. Already another long and rapid
trek to fresh adventure had been started. The move-
ment was done as quietly and effectively as was the
““ camouflage ’ descent from the north. The divisions
were going back to Arras.
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It was on August 22nd that General Currie handed
over the command of the Canadian Corps front. At
ten o’clock that same day he had established his head-
quarters at Hautecloque, near Arras.

According to the official report the Canadian Corps
and their Canadian auxiliaries had fought against
fifteen German divisions,— Ludendorff, in his pub-
lished narrative, admits sending five fresh divigions in
against them, — and of these ten were directly en-
gaged and thoroughly defeated, prisoners being cap-
tured from nearly every ong of their battalions. The
five divisions, fighting getride our flanks with
Australians and French, were only partly engaged.
The corps had captured 9,131 prisoners, 190 guns,
and thousands of machine guns and trench mortars.
The greatest depth penetrated was just over fourteen
miles, with an area of over sixty-seven.square miles.

The Canadian official casunalties in the fourteen days
of heavy fighting were: —

OFFICERS ~ MEN
1,688

9 436
444 8,669

679 10,783

When the Canadians left the Amiens front, the bat-
tle was still in full swing. On August 21st the British
Third Army made a heavy local attack north of the
river Somme and on August 24th opened up their
great battle for Bapaume.




CHAPTER VII
BREAKING THE DROCOURT-QUEANT LINE

ANADA’S triumphant advance on the Amiens
‘ front had not been equalled by any other Allied

or enemy corps, and when the scarred divisions
from across ti§ Atlantic were moved out in the week
following August 20th, men and officers alike were
proud, keen, and on their mettle. Many staunch com-
rades were missing, but the reinforcements were of
the finest and the waiting units which division after
division picked up as they passed through Amiens
brought the victors of the new Somme again up to
full strength. Most of the reinforcements in their
schools near Montreuil had beea*through the severe
training neceggary to open fighting. Others were vet-
erans, with that wonderful battalion spirit still
strong, back to join thej)f own again_after slight
wounds. Not a word of ctiticism was utfered regard-
ing the draft men, who were in large numbers; they,
too, had proved their breed and skill in active train-
ing. Most of them had seen service in the line at
Arras before the trek south in August.

Signs were-not wanting that the German. armie
were in an uncomfortable position- on the western
front. A few short weeks had completely changed the
complexion of the war. Especially were they embar-
rassed in the Lys sector, north of Arras, where Can-
ada had matched arms with them once before. On the
Somme they were still retiring before the pressure of
British divisions, already imbued with the spirit of
‘‘ final victory in 1918.”” In the Argonne, French
172
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and Americans had the German line bending almost to
the breaking point. Montdidier and Roye had be¢n
recaptured by the French, but as yet there had been
no decisive defeat like that of Amiens.

‘ The German armies,’’ says an analysis by General
Currie, ‘‘ had been impressed in the course of these
[Amiens] operations by the superiority of our gen-
eralship and of our organization, and by the great
determination of our troops and subordinate com- .
manders.”’

The task allotted to the Canadians — it was not kept -
secret on this occasion — was to break the Hinden-
burg Line and, if possible, to capture Cambrai. Really

a greater result was hoped for in the complete ex- .

tinction of the world-famous Hindenburg system and
the foreing of the German leaders, who wished to still
conserve their armies behind these scientific defences,
which it had taken years to perfect, into open
warfare. Twice before the Hindenburg trenches had
been pierced, but these were mere episodes to what was
now planned.

Explaining the plan of attack to war correspond-
ents, a high officer of British Intelligence exclaimed
of the Canadians: ‘‘ If mortals can turn the trick,
those men will.”’ '

The transfer of the Canadian Corps was again car-
ried out with machine-like precision. The 2nd and 3rd
Divisions entrained and embussed in the Boves area
on the night of August 19th and 20th. They were de-
trained in the Bouquemaison apea, whence they
marched to Etrun and Hermaville areas, old stamp-
ing ground of the Canadians. On the nights of August
22nd-23rd and 23rd-24th, the 2nd Division passed into
the trench line, relieving the 15th (Imperial) Division
in the section known as Neuville Vitasse-Telegraph
Hill. On the night of August 23rd-24th the 3rd Divi-
sion came into the line, holding from the Arras-Cam-
brai road to the Searpe river. After this operation
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General Currie took supreme command of the opera-
tions, having at his disposal two very fine Imperial
divisions. On August 25th the 1st Division detrained
at Tineques, Savy, and Aubigny, another old Cana-
tian centre, but the 4th, which had been fighting up to
the last moment on the old Somme Line, arrived ready
for action only on August 28th. Quickly, silently, and
efficiently each of these spear-head divisions had been
refitted and reinforced.

The far-seeing Marshal Foch had arranged that
during their period of intensive training each Cana-
dian division should have a term in those very
trenches they now ominously occupied. No Man’s
Land was no stranger to them and they had grimly
stood the punishment given the back areas when they
were previously at Arras, through the Germans hav-
ing such excellent observation from Monchy-le-Preux
and Orange Hill. Nothing would suit their spirit bet-
ter now than the opportunity to drive thé enemy from
both.

Cambrai was to be a final objective. That much
was known to the amateur strategists. How a frontal
attack on the Hindenburg system was to affect Cam-
brai was a problem they could not solve. But aston-
ishing things had been done on the Somme and the
fighting men from overseas had learned, through many
strange moves at Amiens, to place confidence in their
leader.

The success of the attack depended on the Drocourt-
Quéant end of the Hindenburg system first being
wiped out, for once before when Cambrai had been
threatened this was the system that allowed the Ger-
mans, behind what they regarded as impregnable posi-
tions, to recuperate and counter-attack with success.

Originally the assault was to®have commenced on
Sunday, but sentiment and the practical necessity for
added time in settling down allowed- postponement
until Monday, August 26th. Once, many months be-
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fore, the Canadians had made a desperate attack at
St. Eloi on a Sunday and the failure had been costly.
Orange Hill, a dominating eminence fronting Monchy,
was to be the first objective. The country around laid
itself open to defence rather than attack and was com-
posed of ravines, ridges, rivers, and canals. The Brit-
ish Intelligence knew of immense tunnel systems con-
necting the various trenches. The trenches them-
selves were protected by hundred-yard strips of
barbed wire which aeroplane pictures showed to be
intact at every possible vulnerable spot. Concrete
machine-gun posts were dotted over the landscape at
favourable points. There was not a private who did
not know the difficult lay of the land, but there was
no dubious comment, and they were a cheery erowd
that made ready for what they knew was going to be
éynother great military adventure.

The four lines, or, to be strictly correct, five, of
(ferman defence which must be mastered to make vie-
tory complete were the old German front system east
of Monchy-le-Preux, the Fresnes-Rouvroy Line, thé
Drocourt-Quéant switch, and, if possible, the line
made by the uncompleted Canal du Nord. The Dro-
court switch was a double system of trenches.

The 2nd Division had the right section of the as-
sault, from Neuville Vitasse to the Arras-Cambrai
road. It was familiar ground to General Burstall’s
men, having been held by them for three months dur-
ing the summer of 1917 and afterwards lost by Im-
perial troops. This division had the XVIII Corps of
the Third Army on their right.

The 3rd Division’s sector ran north from the Arras-
(fambrai road to the winding river Scarpe, and before
them were the predominating defences of Monchy-le-
Preux, commanding the surrounding plains.

It was impossible for the Canadians again to take
advantage of a complete surprise and their only
hope was in regard to the secrecy of the zero hour,
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together with the concentrated strength and uncon-
querable spirit of the attackers. General Currie
planned to drive a wedge into the enemy with two of
his Canadian divisions attacking. It was to be the
overlapping operation, as far as possible, which the
(Canadians had used with such great success at
Amiens. The 51st (Imperial) Highland Division was
placed at the Corps Commander’s disposal to use on
his flanks if necessary. The zero hour had been
planned for 4.50 a.m., but the final preparations were so
well advanced that the hour was changed to 3 am.
to take advantage of the lower visibility. It was a
lucky change, for just at the new zero hour a driving
rain-storm completely masked the strength of the
attack, but, owing to the previous long spell of dry
weather, did not make the going heavy.

Again the Canadians packed ‘behind their attack a
preponderating weight of artillery, and when the bar-
rage started there were seventeen brigades of 18-
pounders, nine brigades of heavy artillery, and about
thirty heavy long-range guns, all firing at high pres-
sure.

To the 8th Brigade, under Brigadier-General D. C.
Draper, fell the first honours of the day, and by 7 a.m.,,
after a perfectly planned encircling attack, which com-
pletely baffled the Germans and took them on an ex-
posed flank, the town of Monchy-le-Preux was cap-
tured. The battalions of the Canadian Mounted
Rifles side-slipped and dovetailed into each other’s
advancing line as if on manguvres.

On the eastern sector the going was not so smooth
and there was vicious trench fighting in which the
(lanadians finally obtained the upper hand, but the
trenches were not cleared until eleven o’clock. The
7th Brigade, under Brigadier-General H. M. Dyer,
were consolidated and joined up with the 8th at that
hour. Hundreds of German prisoners were filing
back to our cages, and the first venture was so suc-




THE DROCOURT-QUEANT LINE 177

cessful that it began to look like another Amiens.
The German guns started a terrific bombardment of
our old front line immediately after zero, but the
Canadian storm troops at that time were all assem-
bled in No Man’s Land and there were very few
casualties.

South of the Arras road the battle was being fought
with terrific violence and in the see-saw fight waged
the honours were evea. It looked all morning as if
the Canadians would be badly checked here, but by
powerful rallies on the part of the artillery, especially
the 2nd Brigade, under Brigadier-General H. A.
Panet, and the gallant, dogged hand-to-hand fighting
which the 6th Infantry Brigade put up, the German
resistance was finally overcome and before dusk the
towns of Guemappe and Wancourt, two citadels of the
Hindenburg system, were firmly held by Canadians.
The 28th (British Columbia) and the 31st (Alberta)
Battalions made a terrific charge which swept some
of Germany’s old storm troops out of a complicated
and well-fortified trench work called the Egret, which
- proved a boon to the battalions that carried on the
attack next day. Five hundred German dead were
counted in these trenches.

The 4th Brigade plunged through the first German
line within half an hour after zero, and dashing on
into the open made a magnificent charge which resulted
in the taking of Chapel Hill, a strong machine-gun
redoubt. The casualties of this brigade were on the
light side, but to their credit they had over three hun-
dred prisoners, one howitzer battery, and about a
score of. machine guns. During the night these On-
tario men forced the enemy still further back and
gained a footing on the heights at Heninel, which com-
manded a crossing of the Cojeul river.

To the north the British Highland Division had
pushed its way into Gavrelle without much opposition.
The enemy had concentrated its defence against the

(
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(Canadians, whom they rightly regarded a% being the
storm troops.

Altogether this first phase had been successful and
carried out to schedule. The price extorted from the
Germans was stupendous and the trenches were piled
with their dead. For the most part the German de-
fenders were picked troops fromr well-Rhown regi-
ments, yet in hand-to-hand fighting or in skirmishing
they were no match for the specially trained Cana-
dians. In addition the artillery had completely caved
in their front-line trenches and had imprisoned hun-
dreds in the dug-outs.

On the first day over two thousand prisoners were
taken and many machine guns and trench mortars, but
the attack stopped just short of the Germans’ main
artillery line, so that the count of guns was low. It
was impossible for the enemy to remove them during
the night and several score were destroyed or cap-
tured the next day. The thin end of Currie’s human
wedge was driven well into the German defence and
there were happy signs of the ponderous system split-
ting if the hard blows could be kept up. Six thousand
yards in depth had been gained all along the line on
a front of ten thousand yards.

Again the engineers and the railway construetion
battalions, working under high pressure, did splen-
didly. The roads were cleared and small bridges over
the little tributaries of the river Sensée were con-
structed in spite of the attention of the German guns.
The light railways were operating almost up to bat-
talion headquarters and were delivering eighteen hun-
dred tons of rations each working day.

There was an important bridge over the Sensée river
at Vis-en-Artois, a medium-sized town which the Ca-
nadians held but lightly. A captain of the engineers
was sent out to make a reconnaissance of this struc-
ture and after much wandering in the dark found the
bridge. It was intact, but mined, with the leads at-
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tached. The engineer crawled back to a Canadian in-
fantry post and, with a patrol of four to stand guard
and prevent enemy interference, he clambered to the
German end of the steel structure and cut the leads.

The armoured cars of Brutinel’s Independent Force
again proved their worth at critical times, by working
up and down the Arras-Cambrai road, harassing the
German infantry as it attempted to concentrate for a
counter-attack aimed to split the two fighting divi-
sions. By this time the battle was in two very distinet
sections. The 2nd Division was thrusting its way
towards Wancourt Ridge and the 3rd Division was
working down the valley of the Scarpe.

General Currie, in his report on the day’s opera-
tions, emphasizes the magnitude of the task still be-
fore the Canadians.

“‘ The enemy throughout the day,’” he says, ‘‘ pushed
a large number of reinforcements forward, bringing
up machine-gun units in motor lorries in face of our
accurate field and heavy artillery fire. Hostile field
batteries in the open, firing over open sights, showed
remarkable tenacity, several remaining in action until
the personnel had been destroyed by our machine-
gun fire,

““ Qur casualties were heavy, especially in the 2nd
Canadian Division, and after discussing the situa-
tion with the G.0.C. 2nd Canadian Division, and tak-
ing into consideration the uncertainty of the situation
on the right flank of this division, the operations were,
after 5.45 p.m., restricted to the consolidation of the
line that reached east of the Sensée river.”

The continuation of the attack on August 28th, it
was hoped, would bring the Canadians into the
Fresnes-Rouvroy Line, the capture of which was nec-
essary if the Drocourt switch was to be taken. With
another morning of driving rain, the two divisions
once more flung themselves into battle. The Cana-
dian gunners again did their effective share and the
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ranging was good, their shells working havoe at
places where the Germans had concentrated emer-
gency troops to be used wherever the line threatened
to break. These old trenches, when the Canadian in-
fantry reached them, were veritable shambles, and
the punishment the German reserves got must have
proved a terrific strain on those who escaped.

The 2nd Division, almost in desperation, worked its
fighting way through the troops opposed to it, fresh
regiments which had relieved the badly mauled- ones
during the night. Along the banks of the Sensée
river was some of the most sanguinary fighting that
had occurred in the battle. Sometimes the infantry
on both sides were waibt-deep in the waters of the
stream, strugghng fiercely, the Germans to press back
the invaders,“the Canadians to -win their way to the
further side. But progress was made and a specially
fine showing goes to the eredit of the 22nd Battalion
(French-Canadian). According to an eye-witness,
these men twice gained posts on the far side of a
small river and were driven back by murderous en-
filading fire. But the third time they held on. Their
brigade, the 5th, under Brigadier-General T. L. Trem-
blay, thrust -its way through until it reached the
village of Chérisy and then, after sheer desperate
fighting, which included the rushing of over a dozen
machine-gun posts, swam across the Sensée river and
established strong points which held against several
German attacks. The 5th Brigade was held up in
Vis-en-Artois.

The 3rd Division also ran mto determined resist-
ance, but managed to gain ground, after repeated
charges with bomb and bayonet. Bois du Vert and
Bois du Sart, two well-fortified woods which gave
them considerable trouble, were finally taken and a
part of the village of Pelves was in the hands of the
(anadians. Here the Canadian division got in touch
with the Imperials on the other side of the river and
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for the first time in the-day the flank of the 3rd Divi-
sion was safe. Because of the delay in the advance
of the Imperials, they had been forced to hold a line
six thousand yards long instead of their allotted three
thousand five hundred. A foothold was gained in
Haucourt, Remy, and Boiry-Notre-Dame. Altogether
the division’s advance could be counted as an im-
portant gain, with desperate open fighting against
picked enemy regiments, — probably the fiercest the
Canadians or Germans had yet engaged in, — and the
honours were with the men from overseas. In many
places the 3rd Division battalions charged batteries
which were firing at them over open sights, spreading
out in patrols with Lewis guns and wiping out the
German crews. The enemy, in this sector, for the
first time used his mounted machine guns, an imita-
tion of the Canadian unit which had given such a
good account of itself. In one place a German ma-
chine gun came into contact with one of the Yukon
Battery’s armoured cars, and its finish was remark-
ably quick.

The 2nd and 3rd Divisions were exhausted and it
was imperative that they be given a chance to rest.
At this period they were fighting against great numer-
ical odds. Their losses had been severe. Take the 5th
Brigade as an example, with casualties of one hun-
dred officers and twenty-five hundred men. On August
29th the tired troops were not used in assault and the
day was confined to counter-battery work. The other
twd Canadian divisions, last up from the Somme, were
ready for the line and relief was at hand.

The courage and determination shown by the Cana-
dian battalions had been magnificent. Some parties
of the 5th Brigade had reached the Rouvroy wire and
held on desperately, hoping that the Imperial troops
on our right would come up. On the left of the bri-
gade were the 22nd Battalion of French Canadians,
and with other Quebec regiments they put up a won-
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derful fight in which the 22nd lost every officer a
casualty. When night fell a sergeant and a handful
of men were still holding on grimly.

Continuously from the time of the first jump-off the
fighting had been terrific and many were the bitter,
determined struggles which ended with no gain. Take
the story of the 8th Brigade. On the 24th they were
in the Feuchy area just east of Arras, preparing to go
into the line. Suddenly, almost at dawn, the enemy
started a heavy gas bombardment of their assembly
point. It kept on for over an hour, but the masks had
to be worn by the men needed for the assault for over
five hours. Gas experts declared the danger over at
eleven o’clock, and the weary men, taking off their
masks, threw themselves down on the grass to rest.
At noon a hot sun developed, vapourizing the gas
liquid in the long grass, and the men became rapidly
affected. A large area had to be evacuated, and as the
men marched away they again stirred up the poison,
cases developing rapidly. Five officers and over a
lundred men were casualties.

The brigade were fortunate in the first part of the
attack, the enemy shells raining on their old trenches,
while they were safely assembled in No Man’s Land.
Shortly after 5 a.m. the 1st and 4th Canadian Mounted
Rifles were flashing back the welcome news that they
were on the crest of Orange Hill —two hours’ work.
Undaunted, and reinforced by the 5th, they plunged
on into the trench system which defended Monchy-le-
Preux and were in the town by 8 a.m.

On August 28th, Monchy safely held, the 3rd Divi-
sion was set the task of passing on through the open
country and taking the villages of Dury and Etaing.
The former was an important town near the junction
of the Sensée and Trinquis rivers and the latter was
about two thousand yards to the south towards the
Arras-Cambrai road.

All tha‘ afternoon, despite the attention of the Ger-
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man guns, the 7th and 9th Brigades were busy making
an organized line. The 49th Battalion (Albertg),
Princess Pats, and Royal Canadians, together with
the 42nd Battalion (Montreal), who made one effect-
ive cut-off of a German post, were building machine-
gun redoubts, for there was no question but that the
Germans would attempt a counter-attack. The line
ran from Pelves Mill down through Keeling Copse in
front of Bois du Sart and Bois du Vert, east and
north of Vis-en-Artois through well-protected land, to
the Cojeul river. The 58th, 116th, 52nd, and 43rd
Battalions were holding the front line. The adven-
tures of some of these battalions of the 9th Brigade
are worth deseribing.

The 43rd (Cameron Highlanders of Canada), after
marching up from Arras, went into action on August
27th, when the 2nd Division had been advanced and
their own division was delayed by stubborn resistance
of fresh German regiments. Their task was to press
forward the right of the 3rd Division and make it
conform with the new position the 2nd had gained
along the banks of the Cojeul river. This district was
honeycombed with old British and German trenches
where the line had become stationary after the 1917
battle for Arras. The progress of the Highlanders
through these old trenches was not made without some
stiff fighting. The opposing units got so badly mixed
up that both sides stopped their machine-gun fire and .
the spectacle was observed of small groups of High-
landers and Germans in daylight fighting despergte
hand-to-hand battles with bombs and rifles, with here
and there Lewis guns being fired from the shoulder.
While this affray was at its hottest, another company
of the 43rd quietly worked its way to the main
trenches, set off a score of smoke bombs, and under
their cover wiped out the greater part of the garrison.
All units being accounted for, the Highlanders decided
to press on, although they were out of touch with both
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their flanks and were over half a mile ahead of any
‘other Canadian troops. They came up out of the
trenches unexpectedly and found that ahead of them
was straight open country. Behind them was a Ger-
man battalion resting in reserve. They punished this
group severely, using German machine guns they had
acquired in their foray as well as their own equip-
ment. When it had broken and fled they took their
bearings and found that ahead of them was the town
of Boiry. One attempt to rush this town told them
emphatically that the enemy were in force. Two com-
panies of the battalion were fighting back to back for
several hours, that afternoon, but gradually they
slipped through the German cordon and ran into the
2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles. Their casualties had
been remarkably light.

Both units reported their posmons and were re-
quested to hold on until evening, when the 3rd Divi-
sion would attack to make good the crossings of the
Sensée river. The 43rd and the 2nd Canadian
Mounted Rifles were to clean up Remy Wood and if
possible cross the river at Remy. Backed up by a
lheavy artillery barrage, the tired but undaunted units
carried out their task, getting a firm grip on the west
bank. The 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles, whp were
also in the attack, were not so lucky, but won through
finally, though at the cost of fifty per cent. casualties,
there remaining unwounded but one officer with each
company. This unit had rushed Haucourt Wood and
were established in Haucourt itself, an advantage that
meant much when the next operation took place. On
that afternoon the 52nd Battalion (Manitoba) and the
4th Canadian Mounted Rifles attacked and captured
Boiry-Notre-Dame. That night the brigade was re-
lieved.

The operations had been costly to the enemy, but
(‘anadian battalions had also paid full price for their
gains. The line was now in good shape for an attack
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on the Drocourt system. The most important part
of the Fresnes-Rouvroy Line was in our hands. Fresh
troops were the urgent necessity of the Canadian
(Clommander and on the night of August 29th the re-
lief was carried out. The 1st Division came in on the
right and the 4th Imperial Division on the left. Bruti-
nel’s Independent Force of machine guns and trench
mortars were given their old job of protecting the
flank. A gaingof six hundred yards would put the
Canadians in full possession of the Rouvroy defences
and give the attackers every advantage in their jump-
ing-off/ places for the assault on the Drocourt-Quéant
system. By August 30th the line had been taken to
where the attackers desired. Brutinel’s Brigade had
captured Bench Farm and Victoria Copse, north of
Boiry-Notre-Dame, insignificant names, but important
citadels of machine guns and trench mortars. The 1st
Division attacked the section of the Vis-en-Artois
switeh line, and a daring manceuvre by the 1st Bri-
gade, backed by effective artillery support, was com-
pletely successful. Our losses were very light and the
éntire German garrison were either killed or taken
prisoner. Twice the enemy launched counter-attacks
on a large scale and both times they faded under our
artillery fire. The work of the 1st Divisional Artil-
lery was wonderful and they put up a barrage that no
human beings could have penetrated.

The 4th (Imperial) Division also won more ground,
giving us the advantage of observation, and they also
drove through the wooded country which, heavily
wired, — part of the Fresnes works, — protected Remy
and Eterpigny. These two towns they captured and
held, and the strongly fortified St. Servins Farm, be-
yond Haucourt, also fell to them, although it was con-
tinually changing hands until September 2nd.

Early on September 1st the Canadians were sur-
prised to find their 4th Division entering the line.
Watson’s men had been fighting up to the last minute
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on the Somme, one engagement being on August 26th,
and stories of their prowess had reached the Arras
front.

Although the attack had been planned for Septem-
ber 1st, the fact¥that more artillery preparation was
necessary and that there were still many gaps to be
made in the immense German wire defences on the Dro-
court Line, made postponement necessary. The 3rd
Brigade took advantage of this extra time by making
a sudden attack on a redoubt opposite them called
Crow’s Nest, which they rushed successfully and
which gave them an ideal jumping-off place. The 2nd
Brigade, by a brilliant operation, carried two intricate
works called Ocean Trench and Orchard Trench.

At the last moment, too, the 4th Canadian Division
extended its front, taking over part of the sector of
the 4th (Imperial) Division, — part of the Old Con-
temptibles, — who had fought gallantly and had be-
come great favourites with their comrades from over-
seas. So within a few hours of zero important
switches had to be made. The 10th Brigade (Brig-
adier-General R. J. F. Hayter) and the 12th (Brig-
adier-General J. H. MacBrien) were moved to their
new positions next the British line early on the morn-
ing of the attack, but were ready when zero hour came
and played a conspicuous part.

It was perfectly obvious that the Germans were
aware of our preparations and the coming attack, and
the work ahead of the Canadian and Imperial divi-
sions was going to be desperate. The enemy had
taken divisions out of the battle line north and south
to strengthen his defence. In many sectors the at-
tackers were outnumbered. Four German divisions
were fronting the 1st and 4th (Canadian) units.

A high platean between the villages of the river
Sensée and the Canal du Nord extended for ten thou-
sand yards on the right. On the left were deep ra-
vines and broken, rolling ground, and small hamlets
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with houses mostly of stone, ideal nests for machine
guns. There were four distinct lines of trenches, in-
cluding the famous Drocourt-Quéant section, all linked
up with tunnels and cgmmunication trenches and
bounded with mile upon mile of barbed wire.

The Canadians were optimists. They hoped that
the rush and violence of the attack would carry them
on to the Canal du Nord Line. From the Drocourt
works the ground sloped gently for about four thou-
sand yards, except that here and there the contour
was relieved by an occasional knoll or small ridge.
Then it rose gradually for some distance, so that in
attacking the ground would be in our favour. Gen-
erally the country was but little scarred by shell fire
and favourable for open fighting.

Using only fifty per cent. of the gun power he com-
manded, Major-General Morrison had found that he
could blow great gaps in the German wire, and this
obstacle was regarded as overcome. When the full
blast of the first barrage was let loose, it completely
wiped away miles of this class of defence, on which
the Germans had relied from the beginning of trench
warfare.

Late that afternoon the enemy delivered more vio-
lent counter-attacks, from which the artillery and
mounted machine guns took full toll. In some places
the 1st and 4th (Canadian) Divisions were forced to
give ground. Two fresh German divisions were iden-
tified by prisoners taken. Before the zero hour the
(Canadians had fought their way back into their original
places and the enemy had left well over a thousand
dead in their vain attempt to stall off the coming
attack.

On the morning of September 2nd, the major opera-
tion, looking to the capture of the famous Drocourt-
Quéant Line and the forcing back of the Germans to
the Canal du Nord, was launched. Again there was a
driving downpour of rain which masked our move-
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ments. The Third Army was to advance simulta-
neously with the Canadian Corps — they, too, got off
to an advantageous start.

The barrage was the most terrific that had yet been
laid down. Each successive battle in whieh. 4he Cana-
dians had been spear-heads had been opened<by an
overpowering superiority in weight of guns. This
one was the superlative. Not only were the Drocourt
trenches erumbled to atoms, but the support lines and
posts were obliterated. The German batteries were
put out of action and within an hour of zero, so com-
plete had been the destruction, the Canadian guns
were able to start forward to new positions.

Tanks, armoured cars, and the motor machine guns
whirled into the attack and once again they got
through the infantry lines of the enemy, disorganizing
them and carrying terror wherever they went. The
(anadian infantry drove on doggedly and with a spre:
ness of, purpose which omened victory. They slaugh-
tered the disconnected groups of the enemy that at-
tempted to stay their advance and there were few
prisoners taken in the first few hours. They cleaned
up what remained of the enemy dug-outs, and, while
they halted to do this, fresh battalions plunged
through them and carned;,tm the main attack, which
was gradually driving the enemy into what approached
a rout. There was none of the dismal fighting of the
previous week. Once again-the enemy was disorgan-
ized and open warfare was the rule.

From all along the line came back the happy news
that the main section of the Drocourt-Quéant system
was captured. Thousands of German prisoners, men
from regiments which had won great Teutonic glory
for their fierceness in other battles, were being rushed
back to our lines. Caught in the terrific barrage, cut
off from retreat both by a ring of heavy shells and
by our mobile machine-gun batteries, they surren-
dered — broken men,
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In an old German dug-out the writer met a high
Corps Staff officer, an intimate friend. In his hand he
held a field despatch and tears of joy rolled down his
muddy face. The whole of the Drocourt-Quéant Line
was in our hands and this time it was not only cap-
tured — it was destroyed. Beyond the victorious
corps was open country with a demoralized.German
army, rushing helter-skelter for shelter behind the
Canal du Nord. The Canadian wedge had done its
work effectively.

““If the staff keep their heads and the men their
present spirits, it will be another débacle for the
Hun,”’ said the officer. The staff kept their heads and
the men plunged on in their unbeatable way.

The line captured, the armoured cars and the ma-
chine guns, with a regiment of Imperial cavalry (10th
Royal Hussars), drove hard away into the open, fight-
ing desperately, running amuck among the German
strong points that the artillery had missed. Their
mission was to gain the Marquion bridge over the
Canal du Nord. They managed to get within sight of
their objective, but the German defences were too
strong and they were beaten back, having a hard fight
to regain the Arras-Cambrai road. They reached
La Biroche Farm, north of Villers-lez-Cagnicourt,
from which they made harassing expeditions into the
(ferman lines. At Dury their patrols came across the
town commandant and his stafl, fast asleep in their
dug-outs, and made them all prisoners. That night
their scouts brought in good news. Unquestionably,
the Germans were retiring across the Canal du Nord.
On the right the 1st Division had done valiantly against
stiff machine-gun resistance, and passing through
the battered trench systems had deployed out into the
openy capturing the well-fortified villages of Cagni-
seourt, Villers-lez-Cagnicourt, and the Bois de Bouche
and Bois de Loison. C(agnicourt was an important
German divisional centre, south of #h€ Arras-Cambrai
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road, and was in a commanding position. In the after-
noon they drove still further on and reached the out-
skirts of Buissy, protected by a formidable tangle of
wire and machine-gun posts connected by cement
trenches, which was still holding out against a 4th
Division battalion.

The 4th Division was making a game struggle to
gain the Canal du Nord that night. The battalions
were fighting in brilliant fashion and their losses had
been slight., But shortage of ammunition called a
halt and finally it was decided to suspend the attack
until next day.

““ Although the crossings of the Canal du Nord had
not been captured,”” says General Currie, in his re-
port, ‘‘ the result of the day’s fighting was most
gratifying. The Canadian Corps had pierced the
Drocourt-Quéant Line on its whole front of attack, and
the exploitation of our success by the XVII Corps on
the right had further widened the breach and made
possible the capture of a large stretch of territory to
the south.””

It had been another glorious day for Canadian
arms. The new line was approximately six thousand
vards beyond the Drocourt trenches. The whole ad-
vance had been just over twelve miles. From the
south had conie the news that a British naval division
had captured: Quéant.

Of the brigades and battalions that had distin-
guished themselves may be mentioned the 2nd Bri-
gade. The Tth Battalion (British Columbia) stormed
the remnants of the trenches in brilliant fashion and
gathered in the survivors of a famous Bavarian regi-
ment as prisoners. KFrom their final objective, their
comrades of the 10th Battalion (Alberta) carried the
line still further to the outskirts of Buissy Redoubt.

The 11th Brigade and parts of the 12th and 10th
on the right of the attack had some terrific fighting
after gaining their share of the trench works. They
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opened out and skirmished ahead until they reached
the slope rising to Dury. Here they attempted the
leap-frog tactics, but were swept by deadly machine-
gun fire from several angles. Our guns had shot
themselves out and were waiting for ammunition, and
the attack had to be postponed until the morning. At
dawn it was found that the Germans had retreated
across the Canal du Nord.

In the great area behind the Canadian infantry all
that night worked the engineers and railway units.
As at Amiens, undaunted by intermittent shelling
from sulky GGerman batteries which twice that day had
been compelled to change their positions, — backward,
— they wove the network of steel and repaired the
main roads which would serve in the coming attack.
The empty ammunition dumps were filled dangerously
to overflowing. Routes were planned for sudden con-
centrations. Steel and wooden bridges in sections
were brought up almost to the infantry lines, light
ones for the infantry and heavy ones that would
take tanks and guns,

One of the sections that deserves great credit for
work in the Drocourt battle was the signallers and
linemen. Despite the tremendous shelling which oc-
curred early in the attack, they kept up an almost
continuous line of communication. When the wires
did ““ go out,”” brave runners with the blue and white
insignia on their arms made their way back from the
forward posts to battalion and brigade headquarters.
In one day over five thousand telephone wires were
handled, and with what telegraph wires were
working the total is estimated at over eight thousand.
Over twenty miles of pole lines were constructed in
the forward areas, in addition to the ground lines
which were strung in emergency situations. In the
whole week, including over one hundred miles in back
areas, one thousand five hundred miles of wire were
used.
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As in other battles, the Canadian nurses kept close
up behind the infantry and, in spite of friendly pro-
tests from the doctors, worked in many clearing sta-
tions which were exposed to enemy fire. By a miracle
there were no fatal casualties among these brave sis-
ters, but several of them were shell-shocked and suf-
fered minor wounds.

On the night of September 2nd the village of Etaing,
on the river Sensée, was surprised and captured by the
4th (Imperial) Division. It helped considerably to
ease the line and by dawn of the following day the
task of clearing what remained of the Germans on our
side of the canal was commenced. Saudemont, Ru-
maucourt, Ecourt-St. Quentin, and a large lake on
which was a chateau used as German army head-
quarters, were taken with ease. At Lécluse and Ru-
maucourt there were over one hundred French civil-
ians, mostly old men and women, who had hidden as
the Germans retreated. They greeted the Canadians
with transports of joy and from their meagre stores
fed them with coffee and delicacies they had kept from
their warders of four years. They gave to the Cana-
dian Intelligence much valuable information regard-
ing the defences of the Canal du Nord, which they had
been allowed to cross every day up to the time of the
present offensive. At another place an old quarry
was filled with French fugitives, whom the Germans
had left in an unspeakable condition.

A concise summary of the situation at this time is
found in the report of the operations of the 4th Cana-
dian Division. General Sir David Watson says in
part: ‘‘ On the afternoon of September 3rd we pushed
our posts well up to the western bank of the canal and
dug in. The Boche was on the far side, but seemed
quite content to stay there. There were numerous
efforts made to force the crossing of the canal, but
none of them materialized and in the end the division
was withdrawn on September 6th to the area between
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Chérisy and Arras, where it pulled itself into shape
once more to undertake the hardest fighting of its
career in Bourlon Wood and subsequent operations,
Prior to the penetration of the Drocourt-Quéant Line
the enemy had obviously decided to withdraw his dis-
organized armies from the Somme salient and reor-
ganize them behind the formidable Hindenburg Line.
Part of this was now gomne, but with the Canal du
Nord as an extension of it there was still a chance of
his effecting the reorganization. It was therefore im-
perative for the Canadians to relieve the pressure.”

By September 4th, then, our line was established
along the west bank of the canal and the final objec-
tive was reached. This stage, like the others, had
ended in a victory for the Canadians. The total tally
of prisoners by this time had reached 10,360, of whom
262 were officers. The guns captured aggregated 97,
exclusive of 1,016 machine guns and 73 trench mortars,
Five trench systems had been overrun and eighteen
German divisions either knocked out or so badly
mauled that their fighting worth was reduced almost
to the irreducible minimum.

This record of achievement, added to that made at
Amiens, makes an enviable showing for a month’s
work for one corps, of which the Canadians are par-
donably proud.

It was impossible without elaborate preparations to
begin the attack on the canal. General Currie short-
ened his left flank by handing over command of the
1st (Imperial) Division which had been given him to
the XXII (Imperial) Corps, which relieved him of the
sector from Palleul to Etaing. On the right flank the
XVII (Imperial) Corps had attempted to cross the
canal in front of Mcuvres, but had been repulsed.
The Canadian Commander realized that a frontal at-
tack on the canal was impossible, as the eastern bank
was heavily wired and all the bridges destroyed.
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CHAPTER VIII

BATTLE OF CAMBRAI

mander in his report, ‘‘ was in itself a seri-

ous obstacle. It was under construction

at the outbreak of the war and had not been com-
pleted. Generally speaking, it followed the valley of
che, but not the actual bed of the river.

The average width was about one hundred feet and it
was flooded as fax south as the-lock, eight hundred
yards south-west-of Sains-lez-Marquion, just north of
the corps southern boundary. South of this and to
the right of the corps front the canal was dry and its
bottom was at the natural ground level, the sides of
the canal consisting of high earth and brick banks.’”

At the most vulnerable section of the canal, in
front of Rumaucourt, the German engineers had
flooded a large area from the waters of the river
Sensée, and this gave them an unassailable defence.
There was a prospect of outflanking this position and
finally crossing by pontoon bridges, and as a matter
of fact this eventually occurred.

From Oisy-le-Verger, on the German side of the
canal, the enemy commanded a clear view of our prep-
arations. It was the highest piece of ground within
five miles. There was to be grim and gruelling fight-
ing for the Canadians, and the whole canal line must,
by right of combat, fall to the attacking troops. What
the German commanders’ feelings were as they
watched these preparations can only be imagined.
From September 4th to the assault on September 27th,
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the battering machine grew while the enemy contented
himself with little battery contests in which he knew
he was the inferior.

In a few days the 2nd and 3rd Divisions, again
rested, went into the line in front of and to the south
of Ecourt-St. Quentin, the 1st and 4th marching back
to rest and refit. The weather alone precluded any
chance for attack, but there were no idle days, and the
defences which were to be our support line, in case of
failure, grew in strength under the enemy’s watchful
eyes.

South of Mceuvres the XVII (Imperial) Corps had
failed to drive the Germans across the unfilled end of
the canal and there was always the prospect of a
counter-attack from this direction.

On September 15th General Currie received the de-
tails of the operation against the canal and Cambrai
that was to be carried out later in the month. The
Third and Fourth Armies were to make a united at-
tack, and again the Canadians were chosen as ‘‘ spear-
heads.”” They were to be quietly relieved by the
XXII Corps and side-slip south to the dry portion of
the canal below Marquion. There, in the very centre
of the huge assault, they were to fight their way across

the canal and capture the famous Bourlon Wood,

which commanded Cambrai and 4vhich, once in the
hands of the Allies, would make safe the right flank of
the general scheme. On September 22nd the task of
the corps was enlarged to include the capture of the
bridges over the Canal de 1’Escaut, and General Cur-
rie was given another division, the 11th (Imperial).
It was the boldest, most daring, and amazing tactical
scheme the Canadian Staff had ever worked out, but
it showed the absolute confidence reposed in them by
the Great Allied Command. It showed also their own
faith in what the Canadian fighter could do.

The section of the canal to be crossed in the first
attack was about two thousand five hundred yards
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long. To the extreme right was the refreshed and re-
inforced 4th Canadian DiWision, noted for its stub-
born, undeniable assaults. Again playing the leap-
frog game of war, the 3rd Division would at the erit-
ical time pass through it and the 4th drop back for
a breathing spell. These divisions were to push rapidly
forward to Bourlon Wood, while the 2nd Division, and
with them the 11th (Imperial) Division, after cross-
ing at the same place, were to fan out northward and
enfilade.the German position along the banks of the
canal, thus securing the flank.

The barrage at 5.20 a.m., on September 27th, was up
to the Amiens and Drocourt mark. Some of the bat-
teries even managed to follow through with the infan-
try and’establish themselves in former enemy terri-
tory within two hours of zero. Their assistance to
the storm troops was priceless.

With a rush that could not be denied them, the 10th
Brigade advanced across the canal from Inchy-en-
Artois, establishing themselves firmly until the 12th
and 11th, from left to right, came through them and
started on the dash for Bourlon Wood, a grim, misty
shape, which stood out ghost-like and forbidding as
the morning light grew. The advance on the left was
hampered by heavy resistance which a fresh division
put up during the afternoon, but the objective there
was eventually ggqined. On the right the plans for
‘¢ pinching out ’’ Bourlon Wood were spoiled and the
situation seriously jeopardized by the failure of the
Imperials on our right to get through in time. Major-
General Sir David Watson, a born soldier, altered his
plans to suit the change, and before noon the wood
was taken. The 12th Brigade pushed through and
stormed the town. The 4th Division were at their
final objectives.

On schedule time next morning the hard-working
3rd Division, which had been guarding the flank of the
4th, came through and carried the line on to the plains
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along the Cambrai-Douai road. Major-Gt;léral Lip-
sett just before this attack went to an Imperial com-
mand — the *‘‘ Fighting Fourth ’’ —and Brigadier-
General F. O. W. Loomis was promoted and given the
3rd Division. Colonel R. P. Clark was given Lipsett’s
old 2nd Brigade. On December 14th, less than three
weeks after this battle, Major-General Lipsett was
killed by a sniper’s bullet while fighting with his new
command.

1t was the lucky privilege of the writer to be taken,
with other British war correspondents, through the
trenches of Bourlon Wood and the town of  Bourlon,
when, in November, 1917, the British Guards, then un-
der General Byng, former commander of the Cana-
dian Corps, had gained the crest of the hill. The at-
tack at that time had been from the south and the
approach had to be through tedious communication
trenches of over a mile from Anneux. Under con-
tinuous shelling, the journey up was difficult and dan-
gerous, but from the highest contour of the hill, at a
reversed German observation post, the view of Cam-.
brai and its environs was well worth the risk.

The trenches which guarded the hill were for the
most part of concrete and had withstood the British
bombardment. The guards had won their way by
sheer man-strength — bomb and bayonet — and they
were holding on desperately. The slopes of the hill
on the south were a network of heavy wire, impossible
to assault. To the fiorth, on lower ground, was the
battered town of Bourlon, and in its reinforced
houses the Germans were still holding on grimly. The
hill itself was connected with the German line by
scores of tunnels, and while we were there hundreds
of Germans were being routed out of these to be
marched down under their own shell fire as prisoners.

The antumn woods were almost denuded of their
foliage, the trees were scarred by high explosives, and
great gaps made by our shells occurred where there
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had been German miniature forts. From the obser-
vation post it was possible to look back at the aero-
drome of Ste. Olle and one disused landing-ground
at Proville. The Canal de 1’Escaut made a shining
ribbon in the November sun until it disappeared
among the houses at Cambrai. Straight east could be
seen the railway junction and twice daring supply
trains chased by shells raced across territory that was
under direct observation. At the foot of the hill was
Fontaine-Notre-Dame, and beyond it, the yellow earth
thrown up and fronted by thick black wire, was the
Marcoing section of the Hindenburg Line. It was a
thrilling panorama of war, but little did the party
think that one day Canadians would be fighting vic-
toriously their way into that coveted town.

The attack in this section was continued next mern-
ing. The 3rd Division captured Fontaine-Notre-Dame,
outside the corps area, where an Imperial division
was being held up, completely cutting off what re-
mained of the Bourlon garrison, broke the Marcoing
section of the line, and finally won their way to Ste.
Olle, one of the western suburbs of Cambrai. Further
north, the 1st Division had broken away in fine fash-
ion and had captured Haynecourt, thus threatening
the rear of the Germans, who still managed to hold on
to the canal line. The 11th (Imperial) Division had
kept contact with them and by evening had taken
Epinoy and Oisy-le-Verger.

Two determined counter-attacks launched with the
hope that the 4th Division might be cut off were made
from Raillencourt ‘on the afternoon of the 28th, but
they were repulsed by the 4th Division artillery that
was at hand, and the enemy losses were severe.

To the artillery must be given great credit for this
victory. General Currie awards them special mention
in his report. Major-General E. W. B, Morrison had
under him in this action Brigadier-General R. H.
Massie, commanding the heavies, and the divisional

|
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artillery commanders as follows: Brigadier-General
H. C. Thacker, of the 1st; Brigadier-General H. A.
Panet, of the 2nd; Brigadier-General J. S. Stewart, of
the 3rd; Brigadier-General W. B. M. King, of the 4th;
and Brigadier-General W. O. H. Dodds, of the 5th.
Another unit which the Corps Commander honours is
that of the engineers, under Major-General W, B,
Lindsay. At one place on the canal an engineering
unit actually beat off a hostile attack while a bridge
was being completed. On the second day they had
permanent steel bridges crossing the canal at seven
different places.

Generally the situation to the north was favourable.
In most places the Germans had been driven from the
canal system, and those groups which had not got
away were in dire danger of capture. The 1st Divi-
sion had done well. The 3rd Brigade, having success-
fully taken their section of the canal line, swung
north and later turned west, surrounding the village
of Sains-lez-Marquion. Spreading out, they captured
a strong point in a place called Keith Wood and finally
entered the town of Marquion itself. The advance
from this sector was then continued by the 11th (Im-
perial) Division, which had two brigades in support.
The 2nd and the 3rd Canadian Brigades had carried
their advance well across the Arras-Cambrai road,
winning their way through the open country, despite,
heavy German machine-gun fire.

We had captured over 5,000 unwounded prisoners,
102 guns, and hundreds of machine guns. Our ad-
vance had been nearly seven thousand yards.

The beginning of the struggle for Cambrai is best
told in the Clorps Commander’s own words: —

““ The attack was continued on the 28th. The 3rd
(Canadian Division captured Fontaine-Notre-Dame
(one of the XVIT Corps objectives), and, penetrating
the Marcoing Line, reached the western outskirts of
Ste. Olle. The 4th Canadian Division captured Rail-
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lencourt and Sailly, and the 11th (Imperial) Division
established posts in Aubencheul-au-Bac and occupied
the Bois-de-Quesnoy. The 1st Canadian Division, in
view of their advance of the previous day, which had
produced a considerable salient, did not push forward.

‘“ Heavy fighting characterized the 29th. The 3rd
(Canadian Division, the 4th Canadian Division, and the
1st Canadian Division all made progress in the face
of severe opposition. The 3rd Canadian Division
pushed the line forward to the junction of the Arras
and Bapaume road, the western outskirts of Neuville
St. Remy and the Douai-Cambrai road. They also
cleared the Marquion Line from the Bapaume-Cambrai
road southwards towards the Canal de 1'Escaut.
These trenches were in the XVII Corps area, but it
was difficult for our attack to progress leaving on its
flank and rear this strongly held position. The 4th
Canadian Division captured Sancourt, crossed the
Douai-Cambrai Railway and entered Blécourt, but
later withdrew to the line of the railway in the face
of a heavy counter-attack. The necessity for this
withdrawal was accentuated by the situation on the
left. The 11th Division, in spite of two attempts, had
been unable to occupy the high ground north-east of
Epinoy.”’

Three days, of hard fighting had brought the Ca-
nadians to the fringe of the large platean which ex-
tends from the river Escaut (Scheldt) to the Sensée.
The Germans were fighting desperately to keep our
infantry from gaining the crests. Next day it was
determined to change the plan of attack. On Septem-
ber 30th the 3rd Canadian Division was on the right
and the 4th on the left. The objective of the latter
was to push on and capture the bridge-heads at Point
(’Aire and Ramillies, while its left wing was to co-
operate with an Imperial division, under cover of a
smoke attack, against the crest of the plateau as far
as Cuvillers. The 4th pushed through to Blécourt, but

\
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an unlucky gale blew the smoke screen away and they B
were compelled to fall back on Sancourt. The 3rd P
Division had more luck and captured Tilloy and k
i Blécourt, reaching Ramillies, but later being compelled -
to fall back on Tilloy. This was the grip on the pla-
teau that was wanted and it would make a good jump- tl
’ ing-off place for another attack. Prisoners taken in d
1 these operations were of fine type, and officers ad- fi
mitted that at all costs it was the intention of the en- t:
emy to keep us off the plateau. ol
Sir Arthur Currie sums up the situation: = "
““ The tremendous exertions and considerable cas- tl
ualties consequent upon the four days’ almost continu- b:
ous fighting had made heavy inroads on the freshness li
and efficiency of all arms, and it was questionable
whether an immediate decision could be forced in face b
of the heavy concentration of troops, which our suc- I
cessful and, from the enemy’s standpoint, dangerous
advance, had drawn against us. On the other hand, te
it was known that the enemy had suffered severely A
and it was quite possible that matters had reached a o
stage where he no longer considered the retention of v
this position worth the severe losses both in men and st
moral consequent upon a continuance of the defence. fo
[t was therefore decided that the assault should be e
. continued on October 1st, the four divisions in line O
attacking simultaneously under a heavy bariage, co- 1
ordinated by the G.0.C., R.A.” t\a B
The Corps Commander then dwells on the decision i
of the enemy to resist and proceeds: — hs
““To continue to throw tired troops against such
opposition, without giving them an opportunity to re- ju
fit, was obviously inviting a serious failure, and I ac- th
cordingly decided to break off the engagement. The &
five days’ fighting had gained ground of a very val- 80
uable nature, as well as 7,059 prisoners and 205 guns.” ha

/ The Germans in this fighting had been throwing
their regiments at us in dense waves and had been
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badly caught by our artillery and machine-gun con-
centrations. It was a recklessness of human life that
recalled the early days of the war, and it was well
known to the Allies that at this period the enemy
could ill afford the loss of the man power.

On the night of October 1st it seemed probable that
the Germans would make a desperate attempt to
drive us back on Bourlon Wood. From before dawn
for two hours the Canadian artillery and trench mor-
tars laid down a tremendous barrage, and when day
came the German line was ominously quiet. News
reached the Canadians that everywhere to the south
the enemylregiments were retreating, their strength
broken, and that the Imperials were advancing with
little opposition, freeing town after town.

(eneral Currie’s special order to his men on Octo-
ber 3rd showed that out of the terrific fighting they
had been through had come the desired end : —

““ The mission assigned to the corps was the pro-
tection of the flanks of the Third and Fourth British
Armies and. that mission has been carried out to the
complete satisfaction of the Commander-in-Chief, In
your advance you overcame the very formidable ob-
stacle of the (fanal du Nord, you carried by assault the
fortified Bourlon Wood and the Marcoing Line, and
seized the high ground extending along the Douai-
(Cambrai road. The towns of Oisy-le-Verger, Epinoy,
IHaynecourt, Marquion, Sains-lez-Marquion, Sancourt,
Bourlon, Fontaine-Notre-Dame, Sailly, Ste. Olle, Neu-
ville St. Remy, and Tilloy are ours and your patrols
have entered Cambrai itself.

‘““ How arduous the task assigned to you can be
judged by the fact that whereas in the operations of
the First, Third, and Fourth Armies, thirty-six enemy
divisions have been engaged, twelve of these divisions,
supported by eleven independent machine-gun units,
have been met and defeated by the Canadian Corps.

“ Kven of greater importance, you have wrested
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sixty-nine towns and villages and over 175 square miles
of French soil from the defiling Hun.

““In two months you have, with the three British
divisions which have been attached to the corps, en-
countered and defeated decisively forty-seven German
divisions — one quarter of the whole German forces
on the western front.”’

Commanded from three sides, there was nothing
left for the Germans to do but evacuate Cambrai, their
boasted impregnable citadel and railway centre. On
October 5th and 6th incendiary fires were observed
in the big square of the towns Our observation from
Bourlon showed a steady stréam of stores being re-
moved westward by road.
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troops must have a chance to rest before pressing

the attack on Cambrai proper and the big plain
beyond. Too much time, however, could not be given
to refitting, as it was known that every extra hour
gave the beaten enemy a chance to get away more stores
from the beleaguered city and to prepare more elabo-
rate defences on the plateau that stretched out to-
wards Douai and Valenciennes. The operation that
resulted in the final taking of Cambrai was not en-
tirely Canadian, but the men of the Maple Leaf, hold-
ing Bourlon, had the key to the situation. The
weather at this time, too, was not suited to attack,
heavy rains having made movement of troops and
stores tedious.

During the night of Oectober 1st-2nd, the 2nd Divi-
sion relieved the 4th and parts of the 3rd and 1st in
the line from thewrailway south of Tilloy to Blécourt,
inclusive. The Jine was held on the right from the
Canal de 1’Escaut to Tilloy by the 3rd Division, re-
duced to a brigade front, while the section from
Tilloy, about five miles north of Cambrai, to Blécourt,
another five miles north, was held by the 2nd Division.
The 11th (Imperial) Division joined up on our left
and maintained the well-fortified positions as far north
as the Sensée river.

There was no material change on the corps front
up to October 8th, but there was considerable hard
fighting in which the Canadians harassed the enemy
in many ways. Our heavy batteries concentrated _gas
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bombardments on the enemy batteries in several big
shoots and a number of them were afterwards found
abandoned. The motor machine guns and armoured
cars made many forays into German territory, exact-
ing heavy toll as well as keeping the enemy from or-
ganizing his defences. Omne determined counter-attack
was beaten off by the 5th Brigade, composed of Que-
beec and Maritime Province battalions, opposite Ban-
tigny, and this was brilliantly followed up by an oper-
ation which gave the Canadians a position on the high
ground controlling the canal. Canadian patrols, too,
went out boldly into enemy country, capturing many
prisoners and scouting until they gathered perfect
knowledge of the ground on the Allied side of the
canal. It was at this period that a new kind of gas
was used by the Britigh for the first time, and the
Canadian gunners did heavy execution with it. It
was reported in German documents captured later
that it was much more effective than any gas used by
the Germans.

The Third British Army, working south of Cambrai, *

met with much success in these days of ‘‘ marking
time.”” They crossed the Scheldt between Crévecceur
and Proville and had before them an open plain with
but little in the ‘way of trench or other fortifications.
The XVII Corps was chosen to attack in strength with
the assistance of both Imperial and Canadian artillery
and hold the high ground between Awoingt and Cau-
roir, two small villages east of Cambrai. If this oper-
ation was successful, the Canadians would attack
across the canal north of Cambrai, press on through
Escadeuvres, skirt the city, and join hands with the
Imperials to the north-east.

A day attack on the part of the overseas troops was
out of the question, as the 2nd Division would have
to make an advance over a wide territory under en-
filading fire from the enemy’s machine guns. 1t was
therefore decided that the 2nd Division should make
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a night attack, with the bridge-heads across the
Scheldt as their objective. This necessitated the tak-
ing of the strongly held villages of Morenchies, Point
d’Aire, and Ramillies, on the Scheldt, and Blécourt,
Cuvillers, Bantigny, and Abancourt to the north.

On October 8th the attack by the Imperials on
Awoingt was not completely successful and this made
the task of the Canadians, who were timed to jump off
at one o’clock on the morning of the next day, difficult.
The night was dark and there ywas a heavy downpour
of rain, and as a result elaborate arrangements were

, made for identification of our troops and the marking
of routes. The drtillery again did splendid work,
concentrating on each village in turn and smothering
the enemy’s main points of resistance.

To the 5th Canadian Brigade goes the credit of the
most brilliant operation in the battle; the Canadian
engineers also did their share and were complimented
by the Corps Commander and the Imperial Command.
The engineers went over with the infantry, carrying
with them material for bridges across the canal-river.
They saved two of the three bridges at Point d’Aire,
by scouting ahead and cutting the wires before the
Giermans could set off the mines, and long before day-
light a practical crossing had been made, which al-
lowed not only the infantry but also the lighter artillery
and the armoured cars to get over. These combined
units pressed on through I¥scadeuvres, capturing or
killing most of the enemy reserves, and gained their
way out across the plain to Cagnoncles, which meant
that they had Cambrai practically encireled.

The 6th Canadian Brigade, representing Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia, were
almost as. successful, taking Sancourt, after desperate
fighting, and pressing on to Ramillies, where they also
crossed the Scheldt. When daylight came they had a
strong flank facing north against the enemy in Cuvil-
lers and Bantigny and with the assistance of the 11th
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(Tmperial) Division won their way into Abancourt, an
extremely well-fortified position on which the Ger-
mans relied. By the full dawn they had cleared the
enemy out of the big triangle — twenty miles square
— formed by the Sensée and the Scheldt.

From all sides word came in that the operation
was a complete success and that the Germans were
again falling back in disorder, leaving behind them
many guns and supplies. The Canadian Mounted
Rifles pushed strong patrols into the city of Cambrai.
Explosions.and fierce fires showed that the Huns had
detertines that the practically uninjured town should
be destroyed. Our artillery had-carefully refrained
from shelling the actual city, confining its destruction
to houses alongside the canal which the enemy had
turned into machine-gun redoubts. By six o’clock it
was found that our patrols met with no opposition and
the few inhabitants that greeted the victorious Cana-
dians told the advance guards that the Germans had
completely evacuated the city shortly after midnight.

All through that night it had been a reign of terror
for the French inhabitants. The city had been given
over to systematic sacking and efforts had been made
to mine and completely destroy all the larger build-
ings. “The Canadian engineers had followed the in-
fantry scouts and worked heroically to confine the fires.
Blowing up buildings which were threatened, they
saved the larger portion of the town, and joined later
by the Canadian railway troops and pioneers they did
nplondul work in cutting the teeth of hundreds of de-
laged mines, set to catch less wary opponents. The
fine “huildings around the Place d’Armes suddenly
blazed out into terrific flame, preceded by violent ex-
plosions, and #espite the ‘los]wmtv efforts of the re-
serves, assisted by the French citizens, they were
destroyed. The 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles (Mon-
treal), pressing forward with a machine patrol, sur-
rounded and finally captured a party of German
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officers and men, equipped with all the latest devices
for destruction. Dividing the German officers between
them, they spread out over this section of the town
and made the prisoners disclose by the maps in their
possession where scores of other delayed mines had
been placed.

In these operations Brutinel’s Brigade, with ar-
moured cars and trench mortars which could be fired
from trucks; did magnificent work; but their most tell-
ing efforts came after the evacuation of Cambrai.
They plunged down the main roads after the retreat-
ing Germans, cutting off large parties and destroying
what slender defences the enmemy had, constructed.
With Canadian cavalry patrols they seized the high
ground at Croix St. Hubert. Later the Strathcona’s
Horse and the Canadian Dragoons, slicing into iso-
lated parties of the enemy, made their way to Thun
Lévéque, a large town on the Cambrai-Denain road,
where-they connected up the flank of the hard-fighting
2nd Division.

Cambrai was another Canadian victory. It was not
until late in the afternoon that the British Third
Army, which certainly had had a long road to travel,
joined up on the north-east.

Iwuy, across the Canal de 1’Escaut, had been con-
verted into a formidable fortress by the enemy, who at
this point made desperate efforts to prevent the Cana-
dians’ successful attack spreading north. The motor
machine guns worked round this and cut it off from
any possible assistance, but so determined was the
fight put up by the enemy that it was not until October
11th that Iwuy was completely captured. So highly
did the Germans value this position that, with the
mounted machine guns oytflanking them, they launched
six counter-attacks, eosting them at least two thou-
sand men, in attempts to relieve the garrison. The
most formidable was thdt on October 10th, when the
enemy suddenly used tanks. The Canadians fought
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desperately against considciable odds, but their line
had to give way temporarily. Before night fell, how-
ever, they had routed and destroyed or captured the
tanks and the ring around Iwuy was restored. Six
tanks were knocked out by the Canadian artillery.
On October 9th Imperial divisions passed through

the tired Canadians and took over while the corps, .

with the exception of the 3rd Division, which again had
seen the heaviest fighting in the battle and had gone
into rest at Inchy-Quéant, faced north to where the
Germans were still behind the remnant of the Dro-
court-Quéant Line. The 1st Division went in between
Pallenl and the Scarpe. On October 10th the attack
was renewed. The 2nd Division were in splendid fettle
and their brigades pushed forward for nearly two
miles along the Cambrai-Saulzoir road. At St. Vaast,
where the road erosses the Ereelin river, there was
another hard battle when the armoured cars and the
cavalry tried to rush the bridge. It was destroyed
three minutes bhefore they reached it, but, nothing
daunted, the cars took up favourable positions and the
gun crews spread themselves in old German trenches,
and kept up a terrific fire on the watchful enemy.
Under cover of this'the engineers put in a new bridge
which let the cavalry — Fort Garry Horse and Strath-
cona’s Horse —over, and by a series of brilliant
charges they cleared the ground east of the town of
Villers.

More changes took place in the disposition of the
(‘anadian troops and, on the night of the 10th, they
were augmented by two fine Imperial divisions. Word
had come through that the enemy was falling back
north and south, and it was resolved to press)the ad-
vantages gained. In this series of battles, which had
been one of ever-changing manceuvres, the Canadians
had had a decided advantage, and were continually
surprising the Germans by turning up at unexpected
places. In a captured enemy Intelligence report it
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was stated that there were now at least twelve Cana-
dian divisions in action. Crossing over north of the
rivers Trinquis and Sensée, the 1st Division’s attack
met with instant success. It made an encircling sweep,
carrying away all resistance, driving north until the
enemy had been completely driven out of the area
enclosed by the Scarpe and the Sensée as far as the
Canal du Nord. The objective of Douai was in sight
and nothing could stop the Canadian senior division.
They finally, with little loss, gained the river Scarpe
at Corbehem, only three thousand yards south of the
town.

Sir Arthur Currie, in his report, tersely sums up
the result of the Arras-Cambrai operations. He
8aYyS: —

‘“ Since August 26th the Canadian Corps had ad-
vanced twenty-three miles, fighting for every foot of
ground and overcoming the most bitter resistance. In
that period the Canadian Corps defeated decisively
thirty-one German divisions, reinforced by numerous
Marksmen Machine-Gun Companies. These divisions
were met in strongly fortified positions and under con-
ditions most favourable to defence. In this battle
18,585 prisoners, including 450 officers, were captured
by us, together with 371 guns, 1,923 machine guns, and
many trench mortars. Over one hundred and sixteen
stﬂxare miles of French soil, containing fifty-four
towns and villages, and including the large city of
Cambrai, were liberated. The 8everity of the fighting
and the heroism of our trogps may be gathered from
the casualties suffered een August 22nd and Oc-
tober 11th, and which are as follows: —
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“‘ Considering the number of German divisions en-
gaged and the tremendous artillery and machine-gun
fire power at their disposal, the comparative lightness
of our casualties testified to the excellence of the pre-
cautions taken by the divisional, brigade and .regi-
mental officers to minimize the loss of life, having ever
in mind the performance of their duty and the accom-
plishment of their heavy task.”’

The divisions of the Canadian Corps were once
more in the line alongside one another. On the right
was the 2nd Division, facing north from Bouchain, at
the junction of the Douai and Valenciennes road to
(‘ambrai, west to Aubencheul-au-Bac. The 4th Divi-
sion was in the centre, also facing direct north to
Palleul, and on the left was the 1st, which the 3rd
Division, now rested, was about to relieve.

The enemy was unusually quiet in those days and
gave the Canadians valuable rest, but at the same
time made them extremely suspicions. On October
17th patrols were sent across the Canal du Nord, and
so little opposition was encountered that all the divi-
sions crossed over and took up the pursuit of the'
enemy. The Germans were again in full retreat. All
the reconnoitring had to be done by machine-gun
patrols fighting against the enemy rear-guards, and in
this species of warfare the Canadians tfid the superi- .
ority. At one place the 2nd Division put on a fake
attack with the object of finding out the enemy’s
strength. Thousands of smoke bombs and shells were
fired and pandemonium let loose. By means of these
tactics a bridge-head at Sailly-en-Ostrevent was
rushed and several machine guns and twenty-two pris-
oners were captured. The 3rd Brigade, under Brig-
adier-General Tuxford, pushed out to find the full
strength of the enemy and managed to gain entrance
into the remnant of the Drocourt-Quéant Line, driv-
ing along the trenches and capturing scores of prison-
ers and machine guns. Powerful .counter-attacks
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drove our troops back for a period, but they regained

all their positions before nightfall, and in the ex-

change fthe Germans sustained heavy losses. The 1st

Division had gained a solid front running from Hamel

to Estrees and Noyelle, and were ready to advance

again,

A heavy mist that settled in the mornings and lasted
generally until dusk screened the enemy’s movements
and prevented any use being made of the air force.
Every bridge and ecross-road encountered had been
systematically blown up, but the Canadian engineers
were prepared for this and they were quickly repaired
8o that the whole unit could move forward in perfect
corps formation, artillery, supplies, and hospitals fol-

~lowing with splendid efficiency. The light railways
made headway with the advanges It was a grim, press-
ing, undeniable pursuit, inviting the enemy to the bat-
tle which he refused, knowing there could be nothing
but defeat if he again seriously joined the issue.

To the 1st Brigade, men of the 2nd Battalion (East-
ern Ontario), came the honour of entering Douai. The
city had escaped the fate of Cambrai and had not been
destroyed, but every factory, warehouse, and private
dwelling had been sacked. The civil population, for
the most part, had been evacuated, but the few that re-
mained came from their hiding-places with flags and
banners, hidden from Teuton eyes for four weary
years, and gave the Canadians an enthusiastic wel-
come. *‘‘ Long live the brave Canadians,”” was the
cry — and shouted in excellent English. They liter-
ally mobbed our troops as they pressed through in
splendid fettle, wreathing the artillery with flowers
and offering from their meagre stocks cups of deli-
cious coffee to those who had released them.

Beyond Douai there is a large industrial area where
the Germans had forced the Belgians to labour up to
the last minute. In these later engagements they had
no time to evacuate the civilian labourers and they
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left them as an embarrassment to the advancing Ca-
nadians. The dense population had been left without
food and it was a decided strain on the Canadian
transport to feed all these people, whose numbers be-
fore the corps reached Valenciennes aggregated over
seventy thousand. On the two days of October 17th
and 18th the following towns and villages were liber-
ated, and in each the Canadians met with tremendous
receptions — and demands for food: Ferin, Courche-
lettes, Geenlzin, Le Raquet, Cantin, Roucourt, Villers-
au-Tertre, Brunemont, Aubigny-au-Bae, — where the
British had fought wvalorously in 1914, — Féchain,
Fressain, Bugnicourt, Dechy, Sin-le-Noble, Guesnain,
Montigny, Pecquencourt, Loffre, Lewarde, Erchin,
Masny, Eecaillon, Marquette, Wasnes-au-Bac, jAuber-
chicourt, and Monchecourt.

Pressing forward, in spite of all handicaps, the 4th
Division found themselves in sight of Denain, the most
important city between Douai and Valenciennes, The
Germans had taken up positions in force, but the Ca-
nadians had pursued them ig such strength that it was
decided to endeavour to destrgy the enemy works with
artillery and gain the town. foe made a valiant
resistance, but, aided by motor machine guns and
trench mortars, the men with the green square on
their uniforms charged forward. Fortunately the
Canadians had to face but little artillery fire, the Ger-
mans having lost too many guns to venture them in
rear-guard actions. The men of the 12th Brigade,
with the 38th (Ontario) and the 72nd (British Colum-
bia Highlanders) made short work of those who at-
tempted street fighting and drove them back through
the city. By the time the Canadians had reached the
centre of Denain the retreating enemy’s main body
was flooding out in terror to the east. The town
cleared, the Canadians found that an Imperial divi-
sion had come up on the right from the south and the
city was positively ours. Again there were several
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thousands of civilians to be attended to, but the 4th,
in gallant fashion, left them two days’ rations, trust-
ing to luck to obtain more for themselves as they
pressed on the attack.

The weather had become bad for offensive work.
The rain was coming down in torrents, but the men
from overseas were undaunted. The enemy, too, was
again showing desperation in his methods of defence
and sacrificing many men and machine guns in an at-
tempt to gain time. It was obvious that he intended
to make his main stand behind the flooded area of the
Canal de 1’Escaut in front of Valenciennes. The Ca-
nadians had a scheme to outwit that plan, but time
was the essence of its success. Hasnon, Les Faux,
Wallers, and Haveluy were captured after some hand-
to-hand fighting, the last a large place with an em-
barrassing population augmented by fugitives from
various other industrial villages.

On October 21st the first footing was gained by the
Canadians in the important forest of Vicoigne, north-
west of Valenciennes, and about a dozen other vil-
lages, including Anzin, a suburb of the big city, were
captured. Behind Valencitnnes the Germans had
massed what artillery they could spare, and fhe un-
fortunate civilians in these captured towns suffered
severely. So intent were the Canadians on the cap-
ture of the city that they were inclined to take des-
perate chances and finish the job on that day, and a
gpecial restraining order by. General Currje had to be
issued.

The 1st Division, which had kad no opportunity to
refit since the Battle of Cambrai and had been in des-
perate fighting, was relieved by the 3rd Division. The
line was now parallel to the city of Valenciennes, but
astride the Scheldt, the 4th Division on the right and
the 3rd on the left as far north as St. Amand, on the
far side of the forest of Raismes.

The attack was pressed with vigour on the after-

‘ar
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noon of October 22nd, and by nightfall Trith St.
Leger, Le Vignoble, La Sentinelle, St. Waast le Haut,
Beauvrages, Bruay, and practically all of the forest
of Raismes were in Canadian hands. On the left
the Canal de I’Escaut, which was regarded as an im-
portant obstacle to the attackers, had been reached in
several places. To the south-west of the town the
country had been flooded over a large area and attack
from this direction was impossible. North-west of the
city the whole country was intersected by irrigation
canals used by market gardeners to reclaim the
ground, and any attempt from this sector was also out
of the question. Behind the flooded area Mont Houy, a
mound of considerable prominence on a high and com-
manding plateau south of the city and near where the
Scheldt is joined by the Rhonelle river, and Famars
Ridge gave the enemy the best of ohservation even in
bad.weather and made a natural defence.

Behind the Valenciennes-Le Quesnoy railway the
two Imperial corps operating with the Canadians in
the attack had not been able to make much headway,
owing to the difficulty of getting up supplies. They
were still some distance behind, but they fought on
valiantly and two days later were up to their required
position, having reached the canal and the western
edge of the inundated area,

1t was decided to stand fast until the flanking troops
had made more progress. The engineers established
dumps of material far forward, so that when the time
came the bridging of the canal could be completed and
the many little streams made ready for the passage of
guns and supply teams. The XXII (Imperial) Corps
managed to crosss the canal and capture Famars
Ridge, but they were unsuccessful in an attempt to
take Mont Houy, which was the more commanding
position.

The Canadian Corps now held the entire western
bank of the Scheldt river, including an angle caused
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by the stream south of Condé. Attack from here
would be costly, and it was more than ever evident
that the enemy wmeant to defend Valenciennes des-
perately, regarding the city as a pivot on which to
base his always accelerated. retreat both north and
south. A British Highland division, after a desper-
ate charge, managed to gain a footing in the woods on
Mont Houy on October 28th, but the next day, by des-
perate and costly counter-attacks, the Germans drove
them off again. Mont Houy had to be taken and held,

and it was decided that the Canadian Corps had better -

carry out the operation. On November 1st the 4th
Division, in conjunction with the 3rd Division, were to
cross the inundated area to the west and north-west

oftt of Valenciennes, and under cover of this attack
the Canadian engineers were to construet what bridges
they could leading directly into the city.

The position of the Canadian artillery, now up to
full strength and with additional heavy guns, was ad-
vantageous. It could fire against the enemy positions
on the plateau as well as keep up a frontal barrage.
Very striet orders were issued that, if possible to
avoid it, the city must not be shelled, and this was not
done except for a strong line of machine-gun posts
the enemy had construeted in the houses along the

bank of the canal. These were soon obliterated. Aul-

noy and Marly were also, of necessity, razed by our
guns, as the Germans had made them into very strong
outposts which would have cost much in Canadian
lives to capture by infantry attack.

Smoke screens were used as much as possible in
the assault. The air was heavy and damp and this
cover rematned for ‘a considerable time. The 10th
Brigade side-slipped at night across the canal at
Thiant, relieving Imperial troops. The assault, timed
for 5.50 in the morning, was carried forward in bril-
liant fashion. It was a most difficult operation, but
carefully planned, and the losses of the Canadians
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were small. The 46th Battalion (Saskatchewan) and
the 50th Battalion (Alberta) did splendid work in wip-
ing out the first resistance of the Germans and break-
ing the defence. The barrage on the high land and
the valley of the Rhonelle was tremendously effective
and aided the advance of these battalions, who finally
stormed Mont Houy and held on despite three German
counter-attacks. Isolated machine-gun posts fought
on stubbornly until these Western men had wiped
them out with bomb and bayonet. There were ter-
rific struggles as we pushed on with the' 44th, 47th,
and 50th Battalions, the most strenuous being in the
ironworks at Marly.

With the barrage almost perfect, and demoralizing
for the defenders, the attacking divisions pushed right
on to their objective, the Valenciennes-Maubeuge
railway, which was taken on schedule time. Valen-
. ciennes was not yet captured, but by this operation
its tenure by the Germans was made impossible. The
counter-battery fire had smothered the enemy’s artil-
lery and many damaged guns lrad been captured by
the infantry. There were over eight hundred Ger-
man dead counted on the field, and the gallant 10th
Brigade alone was responsible for the capture of over
thirteen hundred prisoners. Our,own casnalties were
only eighty killed and three hundéd wounded.

On the left, in the meantime, ®elements of the 3rd
and 4th Divisions had succeeded in crossing the canal
on the bridges which the engineers had rushed to.
completion under violent fire. The station and the
large railway yards, the most complete, from a mili-
tary point of view, in the district so far captured from
the enemy, fell into the hands of 3rd Division battal-
ions. The line in the western section of the city was
consolidated that night and our daring patrols fought
from house to house through the city. It was a mag-
mﬁcent finish to the battle, and the moment the Ger-
matis started their main eyacuation it was known to

»
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artillery headquarters, and they punished the retreat-
ing enemy badly as they fled over the eastern roads
which led from the city. With morning St. Saulve
was in our hands and the enemy was still falling back
on the ground to the east of this, where he hoped the
river Honnelle would further retard our pressing pur-
suit and give him a chance for fighting breath.

There were over eight thousand civilians released
in Valenciennes, and there were scenes of the wildest
welcome when the 4th Division battalions” marched
through the city. But the bulk of the population and
all the food-stuffs had been evacuated to Mons, and
again there was a heavy drain on the Canadian sup-
plies. A few days after this great city was taken
President Poincaré made his state entry into the place.
It was the last of the great French cities to be liber-
ated and there were tremendous scenes of enthusiasm,
The president called the Canadian commanders to him
and congratulated them and their troops on the bril-
liant work they had done and the careful manner in
which they had refrained from damaging the city.

a
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CHAPTER X

VALENCIENNES TO MONS

was pressed without delay. The advance of the
3rd Division, north of Valenciennes, over the
flooded waters of the Scheldt and its minor tributaries,
was particularly difficult, and the enemy’s resistance
was still stubborn. Slag-heaps from the iron mills
and mines stood up like bold fortresses from the
quagmire through which the 3rd had to pass, and of
these the Germans made little redoubts from which
they had every advantage. The 11th Brigade of the
4th Division, with three Ontario and one Quebee bat-
talions, made a gain on November 3rd of over three
thousand yards and captured the important centre of
Fstreux; and finally the 3rd Division, not to be de-
nied, won its way through the flooded area to the
Vieq-Thiers railway line, where the going became bet-
ter. Onnaing and Rombies fell into our hands on No-
vember 4th and the important railway bridge on the
Escaupont-Quiévrechain railway was captured in-
stantly. The latter town wag the last in French terri-
tory on the Mons road, Quievrain, across the river
Honnelle, being a Belgian town of considerable im-
portance. The defence here was desperate, but the’
troops of the 4th Division, pushing across the Aunelle
river, outflanked the position. They were the first to
enter Belgium, and the inhabitants, who had been living
in a state of bondage, gave them a wildly enthusiastic
welcome. Everywhere there were Belgian flags which
had been carefully hidden during four years under the
heel of the Hun. From this time on, the black, yellow,
. 221

THE pursuit of the enemy along the Mons road
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and red ensign of Belgium replaced the tricolour of
France. The coal-mines, which were scattered over a
large area, were in good order and had been worked
by the despairing Germans up to the very last minute.
The pumps were still going and on the whole the
people here had been well treated in return for their
labour. But their joy was supreme as the Canadians
reclaimed mining village after village.

Marchipont and Baisieux were taken by the 4th
Division on November 6th. Crespin, a’flourishing vil
lage, undamaged by war, was taken further north.
*“ The enemy’s resistance was very stubborn,”’ de-
clares the Corps Commander in his report, * and the
4th Division had to be relieved by the 2nd.”’

““On our right,”” the report continues, ‘‘ we were
now getting into the heart of the Belgian coal district
—a thickly populated area, where the numerous
towns and villages, the coal-mines, and the command-
ing slag-heaps complicated the task. The 2nd and 3rd
(‘anadian Divisions attacked on the morning of the
7th, and, although by this time the weather had
broken and the country was rapidly becoming com-
pletely water-logged, good progress was made during
the day, the enemy showing increasing signs of de-
moralization.”’

The 2nd Division, by clever strategy, cleared Bai-
sieux and grabbed from the Germans a strong point
they had established in a sugar refinery north-east of
that town™ Altogether a general advance of about two
miles was made, and even after this the 3rd Division
managed to push further along the Mons road for
about four thousand yards, taking La Croix and Hen-
sies, north of the main road.

Mons was in sight of the vietorious troops from
overseas. The advance had again become encourag-
ingly rapid, and towns were gained with but slight
casualties, The Canadians in full strength were now
across the Valenciennes-Mons road in a direction a

-
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little north of east. The 2nd Division was in a coun-
try where villages almost joined one another and were
indeed connected by long ridges of slag, ideal de-
fences. The 3rd Division was advancing through a
district cut up by reclamation ditches and small ponds.
It was a section well suited to defence, but the Cana-
dian patrols pushed on with such vigour that the enemy
never had time to organize stiff resistance. He was
beaten and running, and many times our cavalry pa-
trols and mounted machine guns plunged into his dis-
organized rear-guards and took full toll. Picked
machine gunners, only, at this period made any sort
of desperate resistance.

The next two days the advance progressed favour-
ably and the 2nd Division storged the towns of Dour,
Bois de Boussu, Bois de Epinois, Bois de 1’Evéque,
Warquignies, Champs des Saits, Petit Wasmes, Was-
mes Paturages, La Bouverie, Lugies, Frameries, and
Genly. In these towns no less than thirty thousand
people were liberated. By the night of November 9th
the Canadians were consolidated only three miles
south-west of Mons.

The 3rd Division had also been successfal in press-
ing the enemy so hard that it was impossible for him
to organize strong resistance. The men of this divi-
sion captured Thulin, Thievencelle, Hamin, Montreuil-
sur-Haine, Boussu, Jemappes, Flenu, Wasmes, St.
Ghislain, and Quaregnon. Cuesmes, a suburb of
Mons, and many towns north of the canal had also
fallen into their hands. The next morning the‘Cana-
dian troops could easily make out the time on the
clock in the great tower at Mons, and many bets were
made as to which battalion would be the first at the
tower. The: spirit of the hard-fighting troops was
wonderful; and although they had been several days
in fighting that of old would have been called severe,
they were keen and anxious to keep the Germans on
the run.
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To the Princess Pats, the first Canadian regiment
to enter the war, came the honour of being the first of
the Allied troops victoriously to re-enter Mons. On
the night of November 9th the Canadian patrols es-
tablished posts in the city. They surprised an enemy
stronghold and managed to hang on, although desper-
ately counter-attacked. On the left the 49th Battalion
(Alberta) had worked well in on the western outskirts.

In the morning came word that German envoys were
in the French lines and were suing for peace. The
rumour was not believed by the rank and file. Mons
was 80 nearly theirs. All were intent on the capture
of the historic city where in 1914 the gallant British
““ Old Contemptibles * had first fought so desperately.
Joyful news arrived from the Commander-in-Chief
that Mons must,hi taken.

To the east bffithe town there was a considerable
eminence where the enemy was beginning to dig him-
gelf in. In view of the possible negotiations resulting
in a breakdown, it would be a fine defence, and it was
essential that he be driven from the position. He
clearly meant to make a stand, for his artillery had
been brought up and was shelling our back areas
heavily, filling all the rest billets in the little towns
with gas. So the attack was renewed on the morning
of November 10th. The 3rd Division, operating north
of the city, had been relieved by an Imperial division.
The 4th Brigade, under Brigadier-General C. E.
McCuaig, was in the line on our right, and the 18th,
19th, 20th, and 21st, all battalions from Ontario, were
under heavy machine-gun fire from the hills on the
front. In the afternoon the enemy tried a vigorous
counter-attack, but it was broken up with serious
losses to him from our artillery fire. That evening
the advance was pushed on and this gallant brigade
had established itself well east of Mons on the St.
Symphorien road. To the left the 7th Brigade,
with the Montreal Highlanders and the Roy,al Cana-
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dian Regiment, were suffering from very severe ma-
chine-gun barrages. But they worked in desperately
and established posts along the canal on the western
edge of the city. As night came their patrols pushed
into Mons, only to discover that the enemy had com-
pleted his evacuation, and, inhabitants reported that
no Germans had remained after midnight. *‘In the
meantime,’”’ according to General Currie’s report,
““ word had been received through the First Army that
hostilities would cease at 11.00 a.m. on November
11th, the Armistice having been signed in accept-
ance of our terms.””“s{fhe city was completely oc-
cupied by two o’clock on the morning of Novem-
ber 11th and patrols were through to the high
ground on the east beyond the city. Hundreds of
inhabitants hastily dressed and came out to wel-
come their deliverers. There were few casualties in
the actual taking of Mons, although the Canadians
suffered severely on the two days previous to the
declaration of the Armistice. When the prefect of the
town insisted on a state funeral for those who had
died in entering the city, only five Canadian dead

could be Wy were given full Belgian mili-
tary honotrfs by th® ¢ivil officials.

The ¢ Cease fire ’’ sounded promptly at 11 a.m. on
Monday, November 11th, and was celebrated in the
Grande Place of the famous city by a march past of
the hard-fighting 7th Brigade. The keys of the city
were handed to the brigadier — Brigadier-General
J. A. Clark —and on the same afternoon the Corps
Commander and his divisional commanders entered
the city formally and were given an enthusiastic re-
ception, a special medal being struck for the occasion.
The men of the Canadian Corps, at this time of wild
rejoicing by the people they had freed, took the great
news of the Armistice quietly. The glories of Ypres
and Vimy and the Somme had faded into remem-
brances, but as ‘‘ spear-heads ’’ and ‘‘ Foch’s Pets "’
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they had established a new record by breaking the
Germans’ strongest defences and reaching the further-
most point of the Allies’ great advance, which meant*
final victory in the greatest war that had ever seared
the world. They knew that ahead of them lay the
task of an army of occupation, but their thoughts
turned to those at home and how soon they would be
with them. They had gained great glory for Canada;
would Canada be proud of them?

Sir Arthur Currie concludes his account of the
operations as folows: —

. ‘“ Between October 11th and November 11th the
(C'anadian Corps had advanced to a total depth ex-
ceeding 91,000 yards, through a country in which the
enemy had destroyed railways, bridges, and roads,
and flooded large areas to further impede our prog-
Tress.

“To the normal difficulties of moving and gnpply-
ing a large number of men in a comparati®ely re-
stricted area was added the necessity of feeding sev-
eral hundred thousand people, chiefly women and
children, left in a starving condition by the enemy.
Several deaths by starvation, or through suffering
consecutive to privation, were experienced in villages
and towns which, being kept under hostile shell-fire
and defended by machine guns, could not be captured
rapidly by our troops. 5

“ The fighting was light up to the Canal de 1’Escaut,
but stiffened peréeptibly from there on until the cap-
ture of Mgnsyand added a great deal to the physical
exertién “caused by such a long advance in adverse
weather, .o, .

¢ Wheﬁy"f' is%bealled that since August 8th the Ca-
nadian Corps had fought battles of the first magni-
tude, having a direct bearing pn the general situation,
and contributing to an extent difficult to realize to the
defeat of the German armies in the field, this advance
under most difficult conditions constitutes a' decisive
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test of the superior energy and power of endurance of
our men.

“ It is befitting that the capture of Mons should
close the fighting records of the Canadian troops, in
which every battle they fought is a resplendent page
of glory.

“ The Canadian Corps was deeply appreciative of
the honour of having been selected amongst the first
for the task of establishing and occupying the bridge-
heads east of the Rhine. A long march of 170 miles
under difficult conditions was ahead of them, but they
ungrudgingly looked forward to what had always been
their ultimate objective — the occupation of German
soil.

¢ Between August 8th and November 11th the fol-
lowing had been captured: Prisoners, 31,537; guns
(heavy and field), 623; machine guns, 2,842; trench
mortars (heavy and light), 336.

“ Over 500 square miles of territory and 228 cities,
towns, and villages had been liberated, including the
cities of Cambrai, Denain, Valenciennes, and Mons.

“ From August 8th to October 11th not less than 47
German divisions had been engaged and defeated by
the Canadian Corps, that is, nearly a quarter of the
total German forces on the western front.

“ After October 11th the disorganization of the
German troops on our front was such that it was diffi-
cult to determine with exactitude the importance of
the elements of many divisions engaged.

“ In the performance of these mighty achievements
all arms of the corps have bent their purposeful
energy, working one for all and all for one. The dagh
and magnificent bravery of our incomparable infant
have at all times been devotedly seconded with grea
gkill and daring by our machine gunners, while the
artillery lent them their powerful and never-failing
support. The initiative and resourcefulness displayed
by the engineers contributed materially to the depth

-
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and rapidity of our advances. The devotion of the
medical personnel has been, as always, worthy of
every praise. The Administrative Services, working
at all times under very great pressure and adverse
conditions, surpassed their usual efficiency. The
Chaplain Services, by their continued devotion to the
spiritual welfare of the troops and their utter disre-
gard of personal risk, have endeared themselves to the
hearts of everyone. The incessant efforts of the
Y.M.C.A. and their initiative in bringing comforts
right up to the front line in battle were warmly ap-
preciated by all.”’




CHAPTER XI
FROM MONS TO THE RHINE

LTHOUGH there were persistent rumours, and
A we were all aware that the Germans had asked
for an armistice, very few of us believed that

the negotiations would have any immediate results, as
it did not even enter our dreams that the Germans
would be willing to accept the terms which we knew
would be offered them, were the Americans not al-
lowed to interfere to too great an extent. Conse-
quently the announcement of the suspension of hostili-
ties on the morning of the 11th of November, and,
later, of the terms which Germany was glad to accept,
came to us as a great surprise — almost an incredible
relief, not altogether unmixed with disappointment.
For although aeroplane lookouts and gas sentries were
no longer a necessity, and an undisturbed night’s
sleep was assured, as well as ‘‘ going into the line ”’
and all its attendant discomforts having become a
thing of the past, still, a great many of us (particu-
larly of those units not in the line at the moment)
felt greatly disappointed that after so many years of
waiting we were not to have another ‘‘ go ’’ at the
Boche, and were not to chase him into his own country
and bring home to the German people a few of the
realities of the war which they had so gaily started.
That the German people had no conception of the de-
feat of their army in the field is fully demonstrated by
the manner in which they féted their soldiers on their
return to the large towns and cities, and the bom-
bastic cartoons and articles singing the praises of the
‘“‘ unbeaten field gray.”” We were naturally disap—
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pointed that we should not have an opportunity to

J convince the German people that their proud armies
were beaten, and to drive the lesson home in such a
way that it could never be forgotten.

At first there was much speculation as to what
would be done with us, and the ‘ Home before Christ-
mas ’’ ery became very popular. This most optimisti¢
view of things was not justified by subsequent events;
in fact on the 13th of November it was announced to
us that we were to march to the Rhine and that
an orgy of polishing and painting would begin at once.
For the purpose of the march the Canadian Corps was
to be transferred from the First to the Second Army
and was to march on a two-division front, with a
cavalry screen in front, the 1st and 2nd Divisions to
lead, followed by the 3rd and 4th. However, as no
moves were to be made until the 17th, all hands were
busy with the cleaning up process. The accumulation
of a store of polish for the march was a serious prob-
lem, and in spite of the best efforts of the Y.M.C.A.
all available stocks were soon bought out and petty
theft became rife in the land. In spite of a free ex-
ercise of the soldier’s privilege — grousing — every-
one worked hard and in a remarkably short time
things began to look very well indeed.

At the time of the signing of the Armistice only two
divisions of the Canadian Corps were in the line, —
namely, the 2nd and 3rd; so, in order to start the
actual march with the least possible confusion, a re-
adjustment of the divisions in the corps area was
necessary. The general grouping of the divisions at
the time of the Armistice may be seen in the accom-
panying diagram. On the 15th of November the 1st
Division began to concentrate in the villages north-
west of Mons, the 2nd and 3rd Divisions crowded as
far east as possible, and the 4th Division came into
the area south-west of Mons. oo

Owing to the congestion of troops in the area, units
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with a large number of horses as compared with the
number of men, such as a battery of field artillery,
found fhat the accommodation for horses and harness,
to say nothing of vehicles, was not all that co’uﬁd&-‘be
wished for. It is very trying for a driver to spewd
hours polishing the steel on his harness when he is
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forced to leave the greater part of it out overnight
and finds it a mass of rust the next morning; and no

matter how often some horses are groomed, if the . °

ground is muddy they will always find the muddiest
place to roll in as they are about to be harnessed.

We could not help sympathizing with the inhabit-
ants of Belgium as_a whole, though in many cases our
feelings were quite the reverse. However, for the
most part, the better class of Belgian farmer and the
people of the larger towns behaved admirably, and
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were decidedly anti-German and pro-Ally; but the
attitude of many of the peasants was very puzzling.
That they were short of food there is no doubt; but
also there is no doubt that they would take the share
of a neighbour’s rations if it could be got by hook or
crook. They frequently sold to the Boche food sent
by the vaNous relief organizations; and it was tactless
(to say the least) of many of them to give free ex-
pression to pro-German sentiments. Many of the in-
habitants were quite willing to accept assistance of
any kind, — food, money, the loan of horses, harness,
and wagons, or the help of the men in work around
the farms, — but they showed not the slightest grati-
tude for {it, and if the assistance was not offered they
did not resitate to demand it; when it could not be
granted the usual comment was: ‘‘ We’d sooner have

the Germans here than you.”” All units did every-
thing in their power to help the peasants; and I know
that in the case of the artillery to which I belonged,
besides the food distributed by the authorities, there+
were always children who drew their meals from the

cook-house; the officers’ mess fed all the people in the
house where it was situated and frequently many of
the worthy host’s friends as well. In many cases, of
course, requests for help could not be granted. We
expected to move at any time and harness had.to be
cleaned ; consequently when a man asked for a wagon
or two to transport himself and his family and his
lares et penates to a village about a week’s march
away, he had to be refused; nor could fatigue parties
by the score be furnished to assist in manuring all
the surrounding fields. The refusal of such requests
as these caused more grumbling dnd cursing of the
British than one could have believed possible. There
is, thank Heaven, the opposite side of the picture.
Some of the people were almost pathetically grateful
for the merest act of civility, not to mention a kind-
¢ Dess. One old man and his wife moved out of their

r 4
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house to the barn, taking only a few blankets and an
old mattress, in order that the troops billeted in the
house might.be more comfortable, and it was with the
greatest difficulty that they could be persuaded to
move back into their house; also out of their meagre
stock of food they insisted on giving all the men bil-
leted there a late meal every night. Many people
always gave the troops a cup of hot coffee and, if
possible, a bit of bread before the reveille parade; and
one man who had buried some wine in his garden in
1914 dug it up and gave over half of it to the Cana-
dian invaders. We felt we could not do enough for
people like these; and while we feel great gratitude to
the people of Belgium as a whole, still the cases of
pro-Germanism were too numerous to be entirely
overlooked or forgotten.

Once the march started, all were kept fully occupied
and saw practically nothing of what occurred except
what happened to their own units. The route led for
the most part through small willages, and the latter
part of the march in Belgium was through very hilly
and heavily wooded country, the1st Division passing
through the northern part of the Ardennes forest
and the 2nd’ Division advancing further south. We
were instructed to march under active service condi-
tions; i, all officers to carry revolvers, steel hel-
mets to be worn, and extra precautions to be taken
with guards and piquets at night; a cavalry screen
covered the whole foree; in addition to which each
column was covered by its own advanced guard, and
outposts were established when the column halted.
The march was started with each division on a three-
column front; ie, ‘A’ group, 1st Division, was
directly under the orders of the General Officer Com-
manding the 1st Infantry Brigade, and consisted of
the 1st Infantry Brigade, 1st Brigade Canadian Field
Artillery, and the corresponding number of Engineers,
Arniy Service Corps, and Army Medical Corps re-

.
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quired; ‘“ B’’ group was made up of the 2nd Bri-
gade; ‘“ C”’ group of the 3rd Brigade with the 14th
Brigade Canadian Field Artillery attached from the
5th Divisional Artillery, and the 13th Brigade C.F.A.
with an infantry brigade of the 2nd Division which
was similarly organized for the march. Kach group
marched on its own front. The divisional troops not
allotted to brigade groups followed the leading groups
a few hours’ march behind and were known as ‘D"’
group.

On the 18th of November we moved north, the 1st
Division on the right and the 2nd on the left, into the
XXII Corps area to be immediately in rear of the
place at which we were to cross the outpost line, and,
getting in at dusk, proceeded to settle down for the
night in the poorest billets we had throughout the
whole march. The advanced guard had crossed the
outpost line at 9 a.m. that morning and the march to
the Rhine had at last started. The next day we re-
ceived orders to spend the day cleaning up and re-
arranging the distribution of loads that had not been
found suitable on the previous day’s marching.

Although we had expected to move, the order to
proceed with the cleaning up drove all thoughts of a
move out of our heads and we were caught quite un-
prepared when an order was received at 2 p.m. that
we were to march off an hour later. This move was
not, however, a general one, but merely concentrated
the division more forward in its area. The 4th Divi-
sion at the same time closed up into the area vacated
by the 2nd Division. The 3rd Division did not have
to move, as it was already well forward, having been
in the line at the time the Armistice came into effect.
After a hurried march in a heavy mist, we arrived at
Soignies, where the greater part of ‘“ B’ group of
the 1st Division was concentrated. The mist made
the guiding very difficult, as it was practically im-
possible to see more than ten yards ahead, and in the
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traffic in Soignies the column was frequently broken.
Also, as the march had been undertaken on the most
hurried and necessarily vague instructions, no one
was exactly sure of the destination, and in the streets
it would take some time to discover a lost wagon. As it
usually happens, the only wagon which became lost
for any length of time was the officers’ mess cart.
This was picked up by the guide outside a brightly lit
estaminet.

Our billets in Soignies are worthy of special atten-
tion. The billeting officers were besieged with requests
té. have the troops billeted, — a vast change from all
previous experiences, — the people seemed delighted to
have soldiers in the house, and even the horses were
made welcome. Plenty of cover was available for har-
ness, and in some batteries all the horses were under
cover. The Germans had not endeared themselves to
the inhabitants of Soignies, and our welcome in the
various households was in direct proportion to the
hatred of the Boche. We remained halted all day on
the 20th; and with the excellent facilities for cleaning
and the good cover, the equipment showed a great im-
provement and was in splendid condition when the ad-
vance was resumed on the 21st.

On the night of the 20th the Brigade Headquarters
gave a dance at the house where they were billeted;
there was a tremendous lot of bad French talked, but
the good feeling knew no bounds, and words are help-
less to describe the pandemonium which broke loose
when the owner of the house (a short, fat, important-
looking man, with a face the colour of a tomato)
mounted a chair and under the influence of B.E.F.
canteen ‘‘ Haig and Haig ’’ made a speech in what he
optimistically called English. The interpreter wag req-
uisitioned to make a reply, which he did for the space
of about twenty minutes. None of us understood it,
but we cheered vigorously during his rare pauses for
breath, and apparently a great impression was made,
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for on its finish a wild orgy of handshaking took place,
and our hostess beamed with delight, while our host
became more like a pouter pigeon than ever. Any
dancing we did quite made up in vigour for what it
lacked in grace.

Our move on the 21st was a short one, and as it was
mostly off main roads we were not behind the infantry
and made excellent time, arriving in very good billets
at about one o’clock. 'We were again treated royally;
and while the dance was not repeated, compliments
were exchanged much more vigorously than before,
and every man we met in the street insisted on stop-
ping and shaking hands with us, and of course the
usual interchange of bad English and worse French
took place. At this stage of the game we had our first
experience of what was later to be the cause of a great
deal of annoydnce — a horse mysteriously ‘¢ strayed
and was found in a butcher’s shop. Fortunately he
was hidden in a shed and had not yet died a violent
death; so he was recovered, and for good measure we
took another horse, also wearing a government brand.

On Sunday, the 24th of November, we moved again.
The weather had been fine, but very cold, with a mist
and heavy dew at night; consequently the roads were
very slippery, with the result that we made poor
time and had constant trouble with horses falling. In
the early morning we had to go up one or two
steep hills, and it was only with the greatest difficulty
and the free use of drag ropes that we managed to
get up at all. The maxch this day was a long and
tiresome one. We were on the main roads most of the
time, and as the railways had not yet been repaired
the quantity of lorry traffic encountered was very
large. This together with the frightful condition of
the roads made our march a difficult one. A certain
number of refugees on foot and in slow-moving carts
were still to be seen, and these people did not help us
in our difficulties, There is no person (unless it is an
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American lorry driver) more wilfully ignorant of
traffic regulations than a Belgian peasant. He will
not get out of the way, and is more often than not on
the wrong side of the road; he invariably chooses the
narrowest part to halt in and generally slews his
wagon round sideways for good measure. The one on
foot with a wheelbarrow is worse. He seems to try to
get run over and is probably the greatest cause in
Belgium for wear and tear on brakes and for wear
and tear on the temper of the drivers and, incidentally,
on the English language.

We were now on historie ground, for towards/the end
of the march we passed Quatre Bras and for some
hours had been toiling down the road travelled by
Napoleon in the ‘‘ Hundred Days.”’ Here and there
we passed broken-down lorries bearing the German
eagle painted on their sides, and at Nivelles station
we saw a large number of partially dismantled Ger-
man aeroplanes. On an ex-German aerodrome a num-
ber of our machines were landing and R.A.F. lorries
were parked by the roadside; mechanics were busy
putting up hangars; wireless installations were al-
ready complete.

Except for the abandoned German material, the
country showed little or no signs of war. A great
many more, men were to be seen in the fields than one
saw in France and the war region of Belgium, and the
rich land, with numerous low, whitewashed farmhouses
with their squat outhuildin‘gg\eé generally half-buried in
trees and high thick hedges, ‘gave the country a con-
tented, prosperous look. The absence of fences and
of pastures was most noticeable; all that seemed to
mark a boundary was a deeper furrow, with here and
there a stone corner post; the cattle seemed to do most
of theitgrazing in the wide ditches by the side of the
main roady and in the orchards; the land, apparently,
was too pragcious to let acres of it be used for mere
pasture for a\few cows. Every inch that would grow
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anything was cultivated, and cultivated with a care
and theroughness that surprised us. The trees (where
tHey had not been cut down by the Germans) were
magnificent, and showed the same painstaking care
that could be seen everywhere in the gardens and in
the fields.

The day before, instructions had been given that
only the 1st and 2nd Divigions with corps troops would
proceed to Germany;:/ZI also that only the Second
Army would cross thé Rhine. This adjustment was
due to the thorough destruction of all railways and
roads in the battle areas, and the immense amount of
extra supplies made necessary by the food situation in
Belgium. The destruction of the railway between
Valenciennes and Mons defies description. There was
not a single rail undisturbed in some way, all bridges
were down, culverts blown up, and for long stretches
the road-bed itself destroyed. This threw all the supply
work on the lorries, and, consequently, on the roads,
which were already well burdened with the normal
amount of traffic. That these difficulties were over-
come as well as they were says a great deal for the
skill and energy of those who were responsible for the
supply of the troops and of the civilians. It is a mir-
acle that the situation could be handled at all; and
while the march was delayed later by the acuteness
of the ration situation, it was never so serious as to
threaten dangerously arrangements as a whole, and
there were no cases of real suffering on the part of
man or beast.

We were again in much congested billets near Quatre
Bras, and the heavy dews and ground mists already
referred to had made the ground very muddy. The
consequence was that gverything got dirty, and that
source of all evil, the gcers’ mess cart, got stuck go-

ing into the field where we had our horse lines. The
people at this particular place were much displeased
at our arrival and the billeting parties were greeted
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with a general chorus of ‘ Pas ici, monsieur.”” It ap-
pears that at no time had any number of Germans
been billeted there (and therein the Germans showed
better taste*#han we did), and the people resented
troops - of anlye sort. Throughout the march it was
curious to se¢ the varying attitude of the people —
where the Germans had lived we were received as
liberators and given an enthusiastic welcome, but
where they had not lived we were received as unwel-
come intruders.

The following day we resumed our march. It was
a miserable day, a raw, cold wind blowing, and fre-
quently heavy squalls of rain. The roads were not
in good condition; and as our direction was almost
due east and the main road ran south-east, we were
marching on side rodys nearly all the time, in addition
to which we travelled by a very zigzag route, which
made the distance m'u(hod nearly double the distance
as the crow flies.

We passed somé wonderful old places that day.
Shortly after we left the main road W were proceed-
ing up a narrow, deep valley when we came on a space
slightly more open than the rest of the valley, with a
cluster of farm buildings in it, and above it, perched on
a steep hill, a great square stone\house, once the
refuge for the pe: uants beneath in times of stress, or
the safeguard of the’owner from his enraged neigh-
bours. It lacked all the beauty of the chiateaux of the
south of France, or the grandeur of the old castles of
England. It was like the Belgian peasant, strong,
ugly, and just sufficient for its own pugpose. There
were a few narrow windows, hardly 1‘1{;0 than loop-
holes, high up in the walls and well oufypf the reach of
any scalmg ladders. The only visible door was a huge
double gate, bound with great strips ‘of iron and
studded all over with bolts. A sort of oriel window,
only with loopholes instead of panes of glass, overhung
the gate. Even to-day the place has an appearance of
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endurance and strength that seems to dominate all the
surrounding country, and in the days of Louis IX no
troops could move peacefully along that valley, as we
were doing, unless with the good will of the lord of that
forbidding manor. We halted for a few minvgs op-
posite the place and an old man came out of oné”of the
cottages to look at us. He told us that the house on
the hill was built in 1206. It is now inhabited by a
peaceful Belgian farmer and his family, the people who
own it (the old man told us that it is still in the pos-
session of the descendants of the original owners, the
present occupant being a tenant) living further up
the valley in a less picturesque, but much larger and
more comfortable-looking house. Although its war-
like purpose is a thing of the past, there are no new
windows in the outer walls and thg #ily entrance is
still the old iron-studded gate at of a rocky
road built up the steepest part of "

Later in the day we passed the rui an old abbey.
It is apparently quite an historical spot for tourists,
for there is a little shop built up against one of the
walls where picture postcards and souvenirs of it can
be purchased, and there is a very flamboyant estaminet
across the road. The most interesting part of the '
ruin is the garden whick'once ran up the hill for about
a mile on the eastefn side of the valley, There is
nothing but a tangle of weeds now and apparently it 1
not thqught much of by the people who are exploiting .
the ruin. The hillside is very steep and the garden
runs up in a series of terraces foxmed by stone walls,
which, judging by the ruins, were evidently beautifully
decorated with carvings in the when they were
new. The old walls are now crumbling away and are
covered with moss, lichen, and a tangle of creepers.
The stone walks, made of slabs about four feet square,
are almost obliterated, but here and there a few
yards of them may still be found.

The following day we remained halted and did as
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much cleaning up as possible. The rain and mud of
the previous day’s march had left us in a sorry mess
and all our previous work seemed to have been done
to no purpose. We were hardly in a fit condition to
take the road next day, but nevertheless we started
off on the 27th of November for the longest single
day’s move we made.

The roads used were again nearly all side roads, but
not so muddy as those of the two previous days, and
our route was once more of a most zigzag character.
/e march was very long and very hard; uninterest-
ing and most monotonous. It was pitch dark when we
turned into eur horse lines, through a narrow gate
with a deep ditch on each side. The officers’ mess
cart, as usual, came to grief by falling into one of the
ditches. Our billets were again very congested. We
received orders that same night that we,should move
off the next morning, so no attempt was\i,gade to un-
pack anything more than bare necessities, and every-
one was so fagged out that even St. Lawrence’s fiery
couch would have seemed a bed off feathers.

On the 28th of November the march was again con-
tinued. A few days before this the two divisions had
narrowed down to a two-column front, and from this
time on each division, owing to the scarcity of good
roads, advanted in one column. The weather from
now on was very bad, and the ration trouble started.
The rations which should have arrived on the 27th did
not come to hand, but as the move on the 28th was a
short one we went ahead without them.

The country through which we had been moving had
been rolling country, with no very bad hills. However,
on this day we changed direction and began to move
east-southeast instead of in the-easterly direction we
had been travelling. 'We began to approach the Meuse
river and we had some very big hills to negotiate (the
officers’ mess cart, as usual, giving trouble). We
crossed the river at Sclayn. The Meuse river at this
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point flows in a deep valley with high hills and cliffs
on both sides. The road as far as the Meuse was
good, but once we crossed the river we found that the
road on the south bank was in a terrible state.
Broken-down German lorries now beeame very numer-
ous, and we struggled on with the mud nearly a foot
deep and of that claylike kind that gets on every-
thing and seems to defy all efforts to remove it.

Our destination was Andenelle — a little village on
the outskirts of Andenne. The people of Andenne
made us very welcome, for here the Germans had com-
mitted some of their worst deeds in Belgium. Out of
4" a small village they had shot four hundred men and
many children; they had burned houses; and in a
near-by convent their conduct had been more like that
of a band of enraged apes than of soldiers of a civilized
nation.

Andenelle is strung out along the road on the south
bank of the Meuse, with a few short streets running
back to the foot of hills immediately behind it. In one
place where there is a break in the hills, a street runs
back at right angles to the river, and off this are little
side streets running up hills so steep that the ground
floor of one house is often on a level with the roof of
the next. KEach house has its small garden terraced
up by a wall on the steep side of the hill, and every
little patch of earth among the rocks is carefully cul-
tivated. The village must be beautiful in good
weather, but when we arrived it looked anything but
cheerful. The roads were muddy, great dark clouds
hung about the tops of the hills, and the rain came
down in torrents. Guns and wagons were pulled to
the side of the road where the least muddy places
could be found, and the horses were picketed out in
fields which were soon churned up into seas of slimy
clay‘«s_:

Our rations had been arriving later and later each
day; on this occasion they failed to arrive. Fortu-
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nately our quartermaster-sergeant was a gu‘o?l one and
we had built up a fair reserve which we were able to
draw on, and so the horses and men did not suffer
greatly; but a further move was out of the question.
The difference between the good and bad drivers be-
came most apparent, and fortunately we had very few
bad drivers. The majority of drivers got out bill-
hooks and borrowed scythes and cut their horses
green forage wherever it could be found. There were
many arguments with the farmers, and a good many
francs changed hands during the course of the after-
noon; but all the animals were fed, and our cooks
managed to eke out the reserve of food for the men.

The railways were still out of commission and ra-
tions were being hauled by lorry, on roads already
congested, a distance of over one hundred miles. On
the 29th the 2nd Division, which had been more fortu-
nate in the matter of rations, renewed its advance and-
by nightfall the leading troops had reached Villers St.
Gertrude, but the 1st remained halted to enable it to
catch up with the rations. We had received orders
that we should leave as soon as the rations came in, so
we ‘“ stood to ’? all day. Very little cleaning was done,
as the greater part of the time was spent harnessing
and unharnessing on false alarms, and the rest of the
time in getting food for the horses. I believe we were
criticized very severely by the staff for not cleaning;
they were always firm believers in cleanliness being
next to godliness, and comfort for man and beast as
far as they were concerned came far down the scale.
Night came without the arrival of any rations, which
meant that for two days we had received no supplies.

The following day was again a day of uncertainty
and no rations. We still had a very small supply in
the cook-house, but after the noon feed we had nothing
for our animals. About one o’clock we started for-
ward. The column™in rear of us had received their
rations and proceeded to close up on us and were mov-
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ing into our billets as we moved out. We left the
Meuse at Huy and proceeded to strike into the Ar-
dennes kills. The country was very hilly and heavily
wooded, the villages for the most part very scattered
and very poor, and owing to the great amount of rain
which had fallen recently the roads were in a deplor-
able state. On the 30th we were marching along a
road beside a stream in the bottom of a deep valley,
with heavily wooded hills rising sharply from both
sides of the stream. We passed few houses and
did not leave the valley until dark. We arrived some
hours later at a small, vary much scattered village,
and proceeded to try to make the best of it in the inky
darkness and with no rations. However, after we had
been in about an hour, the long-looked-for ration
wagons arrived; and although the quantity was very
skimpy and what there was was not of the best, never-
theless it was very welcome. The situation had become
decidedly serious, and there had been a good deal of
grumbling of a rather nasty tone.

A soldier will always growl, no matter what the con-
ditions are; but there is a decided difference in the
tone of a growl for the sake of growling and a growl
when the-man thinks he has a really legitimate griev-
ance. It is impossible to explain this difference to any-
one who has not experienced it, but one who has lived
with soldiers any length of time can feel it in a minute
— it is more a thing youn sensé than hear, and there had
been no mistakingthe grumbling of the last two days.
When the rations'\arrived the growl was louder than
ever, but the bad tone had gone out of it, and it was the
noisy, ‘‘ make the best of a bad job '’ grumble, which
it was a great relief to hear again.

The next day the 2nd Division moved on, but the
1st Division ration problem was still unsolved and we
were to remain halted. Unfortunately we were not
told of this, so on receipt of orders to move we packed
and' hooked up; then orders were received cancelling
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this first order and we unhooked. The orders to
advance were reissued, and everyone’s temper gave
out simultaneously; but about 2.30 p.m. the orders
were again cancelled, this time definitely, so we pro-
ceeded to settle down for angther night in Bois et
Borsu. ‘We had spent over half a day harnessing and
unharnessing, time which might much better have
been spent on a greatly needed cleaning’ up.

On the 2nd of December all was well with the ra-
tions and we moved off ‘‘ according to plan.”” The
weather had changed again and it was clear and not
unpleasantly cold: We were now fairly in the Ar-
dennes hills and there was very little level road. The
country was beautiful and we kept dropping into fer-
tile valleys, or climbing long hills, from the tops of
which we would get magnificent views of miles and
miles of wonderful rolling country, heavily wooded,
with here and there small whitewashed villages half
buried in the trees in the bottom of deep hollows. As
the division narrowed down on the march on the 30th to
a one-column front, there was practioally no traffic on
the roads except our own column moving forWard
and after the busy, crowded country we had previ-
ously been mur(lung through we seemed to have en-
tered a new world. There was an air of peace and
quietness over the country that cannot be described; it
all seemed to have fallen asleep hundreds of years
ago, and we felt ourselves unwelcome intruders. The
farmhouses were all old, and nearly all of stone or a
sort of mud plaster whitewashed. Nothing»&xns new;
the children even seemed to belong to another age; .and
a troop of khights in full armour would have fitted
in with the atmosphere of the countryside far better
than we did.

Our march on the 2nd was fortunately a shoit one,
and we were early at our destination. We billeted in
a little village that began by a stream in the bottom
of a valley and straggled or wound up the hillside for
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about three-quarters of a mile along a steep, very un-
evenly cobble-stoned road that ended in a muddy
track. The stolid peasants did not take the slightest
notice of us, treating our presence among them with
absolute indifference. We had not experienced any-
like this before; but it was to be the attitude of the
people from now until we reached Germany. Before
this the people were always quite decided one way or
another — if they were pleased to see us, they let us
know it; if they weren’t, we found out even more
quickly ; but they were never indifferent.

The next day we moved on again, still through the
same kind of country, winding our way along beauti-
ful valleys or over hilltops that gave us magnificent
views of the surrounding country. The hills were
getting gradually higher, and, according to the map,
we were approaching the height of land dividing the
Meuse and Rhine basins. The move was again a short
one, but over very bad roads, and the village we bil-
leted in consisted of a little cluster of houses at the
bottom of a very steep hill; and as we came over the
brow of the hill we seemed to hang in the air and then
drop down out of the sky into the middle of a village
that did not want us. The attitude of stolid indiffer-
ence was more marked than ever, and we felt more
like intruders than we had ever been made to feel
before. Just as we got in, the rain came down in tor-
rents, which did not look promising for our next,
march.

On the 4th of December, the heads of the two Cana-
dian divisions crossed the border, the 1st at Petit Thier
and the 2nd at Beho, with flags flying and bands play-
ing; but as we were in ‘‘ B ”’ group we merely moved
forward and were in position a day’s march behind
the boundary. The weather was wretched, and the
roads more so. The hills were specially trying, and
we struggled along on some of them making barely
two miles an hour. When it wasn’t raining there was
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a heavy mist which penetrated everything, and to our
great disappointment completely blotted out the view
when we were crossing the highest parts of the hills.
We were halted over an hour in the pouring rain on the
road, while a general went minutely over the first two
batteries; but the increasing darkness made him give
it up and we were able to move on. It was quite dark
when our guide from the billeting party met us and
told us we were off the main road and up a hill. We
expected a hill, but this one was almost a precipice.
The cook’s wagon and the ration wagons, as well as
the officers’ mess cart, all got stuck, and parties of
men with drag ropes and extra teams had to be sent
back to drag them up. It was very dark and raining
and the road had many curves and deep ditches on
both sides; so the job of bringing in the broken-down
vehicles was not an easy one. After much labour they
were all dragged up, but the A.S.C. had again failed
us with the rations. We went to bed thoroughly
fagged out and the moral of the troops was at its
lowest ebb. ‘

At this period of the advance, when long marches
became the order-of the day, we were badly upset by
our cooking arrangements. For some reason, best
known to themselves, the powers that be- have or-
dained that a battery of field artillery shall have mo
travelling kitchen. Consequently, when we got in,
sometimes very late, the cooks had to unpack a wagon
and start fires going; this made the process of getting
a meal very long, and when the batteries arrived
dead tired, the meny were often, kept waiting for food
for about two hours. It also made starting in the
morning more difficult, as the breakfast had to be all
over in time to get the cooking utensils washed and
packed on the wagon. Another disadvantage of a
mounted unit that the men of the other arms of the
service frequently overlook is the fact that in the
infantry the men are told off to the billets and the
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bulk of the work is over. When the gunners reach
the end of a day’s march, the horse lines must be put
up, the horses watered (not always an easy job when
water is scarce), the feeds must be made up and fed;
stable orderlies and stable piquets mounted, harness
rooms must be sought out and the harness cared for,
before the men are told off to billets. Shoeing has
to be done in all odd moments.

\The cooking problem was a source of worry. We
could not send the wagon on ahead, as that would
mean breakfast about 4 aam. We had not a wagon to
spare, and could not split the stuff into two loads and
send one party on ahead ; that was out of the question.
However, early one morning the chief battery ‘ rob-
ber ”* disappeared’ with a single horse and the mess

cart harnéss. Late that night the cooks réported that
the *‘ robber »” was back and had ‘¢ found *’ a sort of
dog-cart and could they please use it the next day to
make an early start and travel by back roads to the
new billets. Now the strictly honest policy would

have been to find out where and how the cart was
* found *’; but we were with very obnoxious people
that night; we had had a miserably long, cold day, and
we had been forced to wait unusually long for our
meal, so we breathed a sigh of relief and said ‘¢ yes.”’

The cart proved most useful. In it we could send
two cooks, one of whom proved to be an expert at
map-reading and could find the way by side roads
where generals in.motor cars did not abound. We
built a sort of framework under the cart, and in this
way we could send forward all the ‘¢ dixies ”’ and
enough rations for the next meal. As soon as the
billeting party had located the cook-house, the dog-
cart party set to work to clean it up and arrange it
in the most convenient way for handling the meals.
By the time the unit arrived, the fires were going and
the meal almost ready, and as soon as the horses had
been attended to the men could draw their food. In
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the same way we could leave brgakfast till the last
minute, and the dog-cart party could pack up what was
left and clean up after the slower moving unit had
gone. This cart was the most useful *‘ find ’’ we ever
made and stayed with us until we reached the Rhine.
It was not considered, however, that we could get it
across the bridge under the eagle eye of the inspecting
officer, so it was abandoned at our last stopping-place
west of the river.

This incident is not elaborated on as a unique in-
cident, by any means, but it is a sample of the difficul-
ties and annoyance met by all units and the various
irregular, but efficient methods which were' psed to
overcome them. For example,‘f have had canteen
beer out of a water-cart an infantry battalion had
“ salvaged.” I have seen whisky carried by a battery
who didn’t trust it in the mess.cart, but put it in the
baskets in a locked ammunition wagon, while the
rounds of ammunition thus crowded out travelled in
the mess cart. The No. 1 of a howitzer battery has
often found the bore of the gun a most convenient
place for his extra kit.

The 7th of December opened bright and clear and
the rations arrived in the morning; so all the miser-
able experiences of the day before were forgotten; the
mud, however, remained to be wiped off the vehicles
and harness. The whole day was put in at hard work
cleaning up, but at night much still remained to be
done. Orders were received that evening to cross the
boundary line and enter German territory the next
day.

Except for the fact that we crossed the boundary
line between Belgium and Germany, the day’s march
was unusually dull. The roads were in fair shape,
and we quickly left the hilly country for open, almost
flat farm land, the only feature of which was the filthi-
ness and poverty-stricken appearance of the farm-
houses which we passed. About two o’clock we came
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to a cross-roads, in the centre of which was a bound-
ary post, and we left behind liberated Belgium and
stepped into conquered Germany. Although not
fought over as were France and Belgium when the
Germans entered in 1914, none the less Germany was
a conquered land, and we had fought for over four
years for the right of entry and had really forced our
way in. Our ¢ triumphant entry ’’ was witnessed by
a military policeman, an old man, an older woman,
and five ragged, dirty, stupid-looking urchins.

We could see in the distance the village where we
were to billet for the night, but before reaching it we
passed through farm lapd with the most wretched-
looking farm buildings we had yet seen scattered
about, and we were becoming decidedly dubious about
our billets. Fortunately, the village of Recht proved
a most agreeable surprise. All the houses were spot-
lessly clean inside, the inhabitants were very docile,
and while by no means hailed with joyousness, or
demonstrations of any particular affection, we wetre
received with much better grace than had been the
case far too frequently in Belgium.

One thing that struck us most forcibly was the
food situation, — whatever might be the conditions in
the towns, here in the country the people seemed to
have plenty to eat. We arrived in our billets just at
the time of the evening meal of the inhabitants, and in
house after house steak and potatoes (and abundance
of both) seemed to foxm the piéce de résistance., The
bread was not very good, but not nearly as bﬂd as
that in the towns and certainly not as bad as pictured
in the press. In the officers’ mess there was a word-
less battle over the use of the kitchen stove. As soon
as our cook’s back was turned the German frau would
shove all our pots and pans to the back of the stove
and put hers on the front; then the cook would come
back and reverse the order of things. This kept up
until we managed to get hold of an interpreter, who
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soon cleared up the difficulty, and our meal was cooked
in due course.

The country roads were in wretched condition, and
although the next day’s march was a short one it was
slow and very tiresome. The roads were much con-
gested with traffic, and owing to their narrowness and
muddy state everything soon had a fine coat of mud
camouflage. The farms were a distinet improvement
over those of the day before, and cleanliness seemed
to be a universal virtue and a most welcome one. The
billeting party had a few wordy battles over the bil-
lets, but on the whole the people were very docile and
always gave in at once if we adopted a firm attitude.
1t seemed rather a fear of the conduect of the individual
soldier than a general objection to us on principle
which caused any reluctance to admit that there was
room for troops in the house. The conduct of the men
was exemplary, however, and said much for the dis-
cipline of the corps.

On the eighth of the month we moved from Kirkeld to
Sistig. The roads were somewhat better, but the
weather was vile, and the march long and uneventful.
The next day we moved to Euskirchen and the next to
Hausweiler.

As we began to approach the Rhine the country was
more prosperous-looking,~ There were many fine
houses in the small towns,'and the miserable farms had
disappeared entirely. The smaller ones looked neat
and clean and comfortable, and there were many very
large ones. The quantity of machinery about the
large farms (as compared with France and Belgium)
was particularly noticeable. Nearly all of then# had
small engines which furnished the house and outbuild-
ings with electric light; many of them had telephones
in the principal rooms in the house and in the stables
and outbuildings; they nearly all had good plumbing
and many of them had hot and cold water in all the
bedrooms. The furniture was good and comfortable
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and the odour to which we had become so accustomed
in Belgium was conspicuous by its absence. The own-
ers of these places were always very reasonable, but
never had the affability of the poorer farmers. They
would show us what part of the house was available for
the use of the troops, and then immediately retire and
afterwards would leave us to ourselves. This attitude
was mutually satisfactory.

On the 11th of December we moved to Rodorf, and
could see Cologne from our horse lines; in fact we
were only about fifteen minutes’ walk from the end of
the tram line, and many drivers sneaked away after
dark to visit the city. We were told that the 12th
would be spent in a very necessary general cleaning,
and .that on Friday, December 13th, the Rhine would
be crossed by the suspension bridge. The 12th was a
day of hard work for everybody, and it rained abom-
inably most of the time; but by evening things were in
very good shape.

The 13th opened with cloudy weather, and before we
were well started the rain came down in torrents.
The leading troops were to cross the bridge at 9.30
a.m., the 2nd Division at Bonn, where General Currie
was to take the salute, and the 1st Division at Cologne,
where General Plumer, G.0.C. Second Army, would
perform the same duty. We travelled through what
seemed an interminable length of streets in Cologne,
where there were crowds of people who looked at us
with interest, but without the slightest sign of feel-
ing. The shortage of food and the high cost of living
were much more apparent here than in the country.
Grocery and butchers’ shops seemed very empty, but
the confectionery places were fairly well stocked.
The other places of business, such as tailors’ and to-
bacconists, were well stocked, but what the mixture
sold under the name of tobacco really was Heaven
alone can tell. Chocolate was nowhere to be seen.
After many checks and winding in and out narrow
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streets, we came to the bridge and at last crossed the
terman Rhine. In spite of the rain and the mud, all
units looked extremely smart, and the march went off
with a verve and snap which could not have been
equalled by the Prussian Guards at their best. Gen-
eral Plumer stood on the sidewalk near the western
edge of the bridge and took the salute of all units as
they passed.

The first stage of our occupation of the bridge-head
was at last over. We had been marching now for
almost a month, and over some of the worst roads in
Belgium, for the greater part of the time in appalling
weather; but nevertheless sickness was practically un-
known, horses and men were in the very best of health,
and the moral of all ranks was as high as it had ever
been. A few of the units proceeded at once to the
edge of the bridge-head perimeter. The rest of us
made a reconnaissance of the roads leading up to our
position in case of further trouble, and we proceeded
to settle down for the period during which we were
to be on duty as a part of the Army of Occupa-
Hion, i :

While we were still fighting in Belgium everyone
looked forward to the time when we should ‘‘ wind up
the watch on the Rhine,”’ and for the first few days
dozens of men could be seen stopping on the bridge
in Cologne and solemnly pulling out their watches and
winding them up. Everyone was eager to get to
Cologne, and the trams going in were jammed. The
famous German manners were very much in evidence.
A German man never offered a German woman his
seat, no matter what her age; and in some cases when
one of our men rose to give his seat to one of the so-
called gentler sex (not gentler in Germany), a man
would grab it before the woman could reach it. It is
not necessary to say that he never remained there
many seconds.

Very little need be said about the trouble which
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arose shortly after our arrival and which caused
Cologne fo be put out of bounds to all Canadians.
The views of the Canadians on this matter have al-
ready had more than enough airing in the newspapers,
and the opinion of those in authority may best be
judged from what actually occurred. As soon as the
matter was referred to higher authority, the irritating
restrictions were removed, which is in itself sufficient
evidence of how groundless were the charges against
us.

The billets into which we had first moved on eross-
ing the Rhine were selected in a hurry and left much
to be desired in regard to comfort and to cover for the
horses; so the scramble for better quarters began at
once. As everyone scoured the country, soon all units
had good cover and excellent billets, and we began at
once preparations for celebrating our last Christmas
away from Canada.

The turkey supply collapsed at the last minute, the
Y.M.C.A. being unable to get their supply up; but
pork and goose proved excellent substitutes, and the
lack of the traditional turkey did not interfere with
anybody’s enjoyment of the day.

The bartering for geese was an intricate job. The
government regulations were apparently insurmount-
able, and to kill a goose was not to be thought of, —
no offer of wealth in marks could shake this determi-
nation. However, chocolate and tobacco were unob-
tainable in the home of the Hun, and we had plenty
of both these articles, which could be obtained in the
Expeditionary Force canteens (which had followed us
up at once). We had in vaiy offered two hundred
marks for the poorest geese in%the farm-yard; yet we
traded two boxes of the poorest quality bar chocolate
(value eight marks each) for the pick of the poultry
yvard. A carton of Player’s cigarettes could pro-
cure a barrel of excellent beer at a place in Kalk, and
the cus\-amary edibles so necessary to a good Christ-
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mas dinner could be obtained in almost unlimited
quantities at the Y.M.C.A. and the canteens. Alto-
gether Christmas was a big day and was celebrated
in a big way; in fact, long after, when we were pa-
tiently waiting in Belgium for demobilization to start
in our division, we heard constantly, ¢ Remember last
Christmas in Cologne when — ’’ and the tale would
start others and thus go on for hours.

The troops were paid regularly and extra Christmas
{noney was given them while in Germany; so the shop-

“keepers of Cologne and Kalk, also of Bonn, reaped a
rich harvest. Everyone bought souvenirs and pipes
and everyone lost or broke both; and in the cafés of
Cologne and Bonn gallons of Rhenish wine at ex-
orbitant prices were consumed by the Army of Occu-
pation. The ‘“ See Toos *’ of the 2nd Canadian Divi-
sion opened up in Bonn and played to enormous
houses. The opera at Cologne had a large number of
the best seats reserved for the British forces; so we
did not lack amusement and the time passed very
quickly indeed. All saw as much of Cologne and Bonn
as possible, and some of the more fortunate (espe-
cially the A.S.C. and staff officers, and people similarly
situated with motor cars at their disposal) managed
to have trips into the American area as well as seeing
our own area thoroughly. Everyone did,a good deal
of .visiting round the various units, a thing which up
to now had been. practically impossible, even during
our long rest early in the summer of 1918,

A most remarkable thing in Cologne was fhe abso-
lutely commercial way in which the Germans seemed
to regard all their lonours and awards, as well as
buttons and souvenirs of" all sorts. Iron rosses, of
course, were sold, and proved so popular that enor-
mous numbers were manufactured for the sole pur-
pose of being sold as souvenirs. Rank badges,
shoulder straps, buttons, and helmets could all be
bought without difficulty. KEven the higher orders
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could be bought, the insignia of the Order of the Black
Eagle (the miniature), the Order of the Crown, and
various other Prussian, Bavarian, and Saxon orders
were for sale. These, of course, were in very limited
quantities, as it was only in tailor shops where the
tailor had ‘secured miniatures for some particular
patron that they could be had; but when they were
available the shopkeepers had no hesitation in selling
them to their conquerors. It was not long before
some of the more enterprising Germans had a stock
of British buttons, cap badges, and collar badges for 7
sale. The selling of the insignia of honours was only {
the outward manifestation of the whole attitude of
the Germans in the Rhine provinces. Of course some
of the old Prussians remained Prussian to the core,
and our relations with them were civil and almost
ceremoniously courteous, but never cordial. We did
not admire the Prussian type; but we did admire the
man of that type who stuck to his colours when all his
neighbours were running after our favour in every
conceivable way. The flags with which the Belgians
decorated their towns were sold to them by the Ger-
mans; picture postcards of the German retreat were
on ®ale; British, French, and American airs were
played in cafés and restaurants. Nothing was left
undoneé to try to win our good graces, and while we
accepted all this the Germans need not have flattered
themselves they were succeeding in ingratiating them-
selves with us, for our attitude changed from one of
admiration for a foe who had fought gallantly, al-
though unserupulously, to one of contempt for a
nation which could so lightly throw away its national
pride. The British have been called a nation of
shopkeepers; but I do not think prostitution of the
honours which the state confers on its servants could
ever take place in a British country. We have many
faults, but I think our national pride, though not as
bombastic as the Germans’, would sufficiently survive
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defeat in the field to prevent us from trying to turn
our honour to profit.

About the 10th or 11th of January the advance
party of the people who were to relieve us arrived on
the scene, full of enthusiasm and ferocity. It was a
remarkable thing how fierce everybody became on en-
tering Germany, and when the ferocity came against
the mild and doeile Hun it died away into a sort of

exasperated bewilderment. Everyone wanted to be
~ fierce; years before we had said ‘‘ we’d show them,”’
we would be the hanghty conqueror and Germany
would rue the day she ever set foot on Belgian soil;
but it is very difficult to keep it up when the other fel-
low does not seem to resent and merely glances in
mild surprise at the conqueror. We are not by nature
a vindictive nation, and when the other fellow seems
to crawl we feel sorry for him and our much-talked-
of vengeance melts into nothing. There is no fun in
the fight when the other fellow won’t hit back; you
might just as well hammer a bag of wind; and that is
very much how the Germans made us feel in Cologne.

It was amusing to watch how quickly the fiery ar-
dour of our relief’s advance party was cooled off.
They took over the billets and made all arrangements
for their incoming units, and we prepared to depart.
We were to entrain and go by rail to Huy on the
Meuse, about half-way between Liége and Namur, and
billet in that area; the 2nd Division were to billet in
the vicinity of Namur at a later date. The entraining
facilities were good and so the entrainment did not
take long; and for the most part things went smoothly
and all units got away on time. The men travelled in
the inevitable side-door Pullman so popular with
horses and men; and as a rule the officers were pro-
vided with a windowless second-class coach. We (the
1st Division) moved on three days, the 14th, 15th, and
16th of January. The winters in Germany are not as
cold as the winters in Eastern Canada, but they are
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quite eold enough, and far too cold for a night journey
in an unheated coach without any glass.in the win-
dows. It was a miserable trip, but beyond the discom-
fort no one had any ill effects, our worthy brigade
commander’s statement that he had: lived all through
the war only to die of pneumonia caught in a German
railway train proving to be an exaggeration. All he
got was a very bad cold.

The stage ofsactive operations was now actually
over and the return to Belgiufh seemed to mark a
definite step toward demobilization. However, there
was still a lot of life in the old division, and in order
to further cement the entente cordiale with Bel-
gium we were to march through Liége with all the
pomp and circumstance we could. Kach unit was to
be represented, but the full division was not to go.
Staffs were of course to have a very high representa-
tion. Instructions were issued in plenty of time to
have things thoroughly cleaned and polished ; mounted
units were to march to Liége, dismounted units to go
by train. We were to billet in Liége for three nights,
and a great deal of trouble was taken to provide
amusement for the troops taking part in the parade;
8o the trip was not looked on in any way as a fatigue.

The 4th of February was a bleak, cold, cheerless
day, but fortunately it did not rain. The march began
at ten o’clock in the morning and lasted about two
hours through the principal streets of Liége. The
whole route was lined with Belgian soldiers, and
(General Jacques, of the Belgian army, took the salute.

The general turn-out passed even our most sanguine
expectations; every unit looked magnificent and the
marching was perfect. An Imperial regular officer
(and Imperials are not as a rule prejudiced in favour
of Canadian ‘‘ temporary soldiers ’’) said that in all
his years of service, about fifteen of them, he had
never seen anything so well done as the march of the
1st Division. The Liégeois seemed very pleased and
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cheered lustily all along the ronte. The Highlanders
impressed them particularly, although very few of
them expressed very much love for the music of the
bagpipe. As soon as the march was over each one
busied himself with the job of having as good a time
as possible, and the people of Liége did their best to
see that we did enjoy ourselves. The cafés and res-
taurants were, of course, jammed. I do not know
whether the prices went soaring on our account or
whether they were the ordinary war prices, but a
sugary sort of mixture, called a cocktail, that tasted
like varnish, sold at five francs a small glass. Other
things were in proportion; you paid a price for soup
that would, in normal. times, be enough to buy you an
excellent meal. As far as food was concerned, the
people of Liége were much #vorse off than the Ger-
mans. /

After the Liége/ trip we began to prepare to get rid
of our horses :&\d equipment, and to fill in the
innumerable returhs which were required for demo-
bilization, among other forms a thing called a ‘* ques-
tionnaire >’ about our future occupations and previous
occupation in civil life.  These things took hours to
fill out, and just as all s entered a man would
alter his mind and wanfabout half the answer
changed. Outside of keeping people busy sorting
them, the man has yet to be found who ever saw any
use made of these things. The ‘‘ nominal roll by
trades ’’ was likewise a useless amusement, generously
_given the orderly room by a fatherly headquarters;
and ag we did not come home by industrial groups or
ages, or married or unmarried, or date of enlistment,
none of us saw much use in these returns. However,
all this information was collected many times in many
forms.

One of the most amusing and at times the most
trying incidents of the demobilization period in Bel-
gium was the getting rid of horses and equipment.

d
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About the 10th of February we began to hand in
guns, wagons, and harness, the turning over of which
took about a week, and was quite uneventful.

Our horses had been sold to the Belgian Govern-

“ment, and we had undertaken to deliver them at their

destination. To understand the job of shipping
horses, it is necessary to know something about the
means of travel for man and beast in Belgium. Where
it is necessary to transport the horses by rail, they
travel in ordinary freight trucks, eight horses
to a truck, and placed four horses at each end, with
their heads facing/the centre, thus leaving an aisle
between the two rows of four horses, in which the
men looking after them have quarters among the
forage and harness. The animals are loaded into
their Pullman cars by a pont roulant or a movable
ramp, constructed like a see-saw on a boat with the
axle in the middle. It is generally so constructed that
it does not fit any door properly, and to keep it from
rolling away has to be braced and propped with stones
and logs of wood. Getting horses up a thing like that
and through the side door of a small Belgian freight
car is not the easiest thing in the world, and is. gener-
ally the cause of much ribald mirth on the part of the
spectators not directly interested.

As soon as all the equipment had been turned in to
ordnance, the animals began to disappear in lots.
Some of the trips were not interesting, as the whole
journey would be made by road, and the destination
would be a small town or village; but in the cases
where the animals were to be delivered to Antwerp or
west of Brussels, the trips were eagerly sought after,
as the return journey almost invariably meant a night
in Brussels and probably one in Antwerp or Namur
as well. As demobilization was expected to start als
most any day, there was no trouble with absentees, a
circumstance which was a great relief to both officers
andN.C.0.’s, as most remount trips before the Armis-
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tice were not by any means a joy, absentees, stray
animals, lost bits, etc., causing untold worry to every-
body concerned. The horses were being fed well with
just enough exercise to keep them fit; so there were
some very amusing scenes when the journey had to be
made by rail and the loading process became neces-
sary. The preliminary stages were quite simple; all
the quiet animals were led peacefully into their box
cars and tied up, and then the erowd would collect
to persuade the more reluctant members of the party
to get on board and let us start. The spectators
gathered in spite of all efforts to drive them away, and
gave advice freely and in detail whether it was sought
or not, and added to the general chorus of curses and
exhortation that pursued the reluctant traveller up
the ramp to his sleeping-car.

Mules were in a way easier to handle. A mule, as a
rule, will not resist actively. Ile goes half-way up the .
ramp, and whips, exhortations, tears, and curses alike
all fail to move him one hair’s breadth up or down.
However, one day when we were battling long and
hard, and a jenny mule was being called names that
should never be used to a lady, the whipping squad
was exhausted and even the advisory board was be-
coming silent, when a Belgian solved the mule prob-
lem forever. He sneaked up behind our mule, and
with a pair of tongs placed a live coal gently but
firmly at the base of theé mule’s tail. Had the door not
been closed at the other side of the box car, that mule
would have been out the other side and going yet.

As soon as the horses had all gone we were ready
for demobilization; and on the day that the last
horse left, the first men to go started for Huy station,
and the final breaking up of the division had begun.

It must be remembered that this period is the time
after the Armistice, and the men taking part in the
march and in the subsequent occupation of Germany
and wait in Belgium were not (except in very rare
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cases) regular soldiers. They had finished the job for
which they enlisted, and I do not think the people of
(Canada realize what a magnificent tribute to the dis-
cipline and esprit de corps of the Canadian Corps in
France is the absence of serious crime during this
very tiresome period. The unfortunate incidents
which occurred in England were not traced to the
fighting troops of Canada. It is not less than a crime
that the reputation of the corps, built up with so much
hard work, suffering and sacrifice, should be marred
by those who, although they came from Canada, were
never part of the corps. Canadian fighting troops
remained geod soldiers until they ceased to be soldiers
at all; and in placing the blame for the disgraceful
conduct of some Canadians in England, we should al-
ways remember that those who attempted to give
Canada a bad name were never those who helped to
give the country a good name.

We left Belgium for France as we had left Ger-
many, without regrets, and we left France without
regrets; but I do not think that any one who ever be-
longed to the Canadian Corps will ever forget it, or
ever regret the time spent with it. As one signaller
said when he gave his horse a parting shove into the
train, ‘‘ Good-bye, old man. It was hell while it
lasted, but we wouldn’t have missed it for a million
dollars.”
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APPENDIX I
THE WAR IN THE AIR

1. GErTING THE MEN

E forethought of governments seldom rises
above that of the people they govern. In 1914

the possibilities of flying machines in war were
undreamed of save by a few enthusiasts, who had not
gained the ear of either governments or people. Some
progress had, indeed, been made in Germany and
France, but Great Britain entered the war with not
more than fifty machines in the field, two-thirds of
which were destroyed by the collapse of a hangar
at St. Omer before the end of the year; and even as
late as 1917 the United States had so far failed to
learn one of the most vital lessons of the war that
they went into the conflict with the mere ndeleus of an
air service. It is not altogether surprising, therefore,
that the Government and the military authorities of
Canada treated as rather fantastic dreamers those
who would have added an air arm to the first con-
tingent of the Canadian Expeditionary Force.

In fact, despite the enterprise and resourcefulness
they showed in developing other branches of Canada’s
war effort, the military authorities were very slow
to recognize the importance —one might almost say,
the supreme importance — of an efficient air service.
Indeed, it is hardly too much to say that official Can-
ada never did quite reconcile itself to the thought that
aircraft had become an essential factor in modern
warfare. Canada’s share in the war in the air was
very considerable, — perhaps greater relatively than

o
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that of any other member of the Allied forces, — but
her success was due infinitely more to the enthusiasm
of individual Canadians and their remarkable aptitude
for air fighting than to the initiative of her Govern-
ment; and the splendid organization developed in
Canada, in the latter years of the war, for the equip-
ment and training of Canadian airmen, was, it must
be remembered, initiated, carried through, and fi-
nanced almost entirely by the Imperial Government.

Early in 1915 the War Office and the Admiralty
authorized the enrolment of probationary officers in
Canada for the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal
Naval Air Service respectively. The value of air-
craft in reconnaissance — fighting came later — and
the serious handicap imposed upon the British Army
by its weakness in this arm had very soon been real-
ized, and effective steps were being taken to remedy
the defect. Machines were being turned out in rapidly
increasing numbers; and with them came the demand
for trained pilots, both for the R.F.C. and the
R.N.AS.

The pioneer Canadian aviator, J. A. D. McCurdy,
with the assistance of*Glenn Curtiss, had succeeded in
establishing a flying school in Tororto, as a private
undertaking. Enthusiastic young Canadians flocked
to it, in spite of the heavy expense, and the students
enrolled quickly ran up to a hundred or more. Mean-
while the late Lieut.-Colonel William Hamilton Mer-
ritt had toured the country, urging the establishment
of a series of schools of aviation throughout Canada.
He could get no official sanction from the Canadian
Government, but appealed to the generosity and pa-
triotism of Canadians to raise a Dominion fund of
$200,000. Local support was obtained in Winnipeg
and Vancouver, but in the end the project of independ-
ent flying schools fell through. Nevertheless the
campaign served a useful purpose in arousing public
interest in a subject which, at any rate in its applica-
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tion to war, was entisely new. To facilitate the
work of recruiting, the British Government’ sent
a representative out to Canada, and before the end
of the year several hundred Canadians had been se-
cured, some trained at Toronto, others at Ithaca, New
York, and many more at the various English schools.
As soon as they had completed their training, these
men were attached to one or other of the British air
squadrons at the front, or to the Royal Naval Air
Service, and almost \i{(mediately demonstrated the

_peculiar adaptability of, Canadians to war work in the

air. It may be noted that;iq addition to those directly
enlisted, hundreds of Can:c'l\mna transfefred overseas
from the Canadian Expeditionary Force to the Im-
perial Flying Service,

In 1916 the Royal Air Force established its dwn or-
ganized recruiting service in Canada, with the assist-
ance of the Canadian Government, and from that time
onward the number of Canadians in the Imperial Air
Service rapidly increased. The Dominion authorities
were still curiously blind to the importance of this
branch of war effort, but were quite willing to facili-
tate the efforts of the Imperial Government to secure
recruits in Canada. Throughout the greater part of
this year the British aerial force at the front had been
steadily increasing in numbers jand efficiency, and,
particularly in artillery observation, was as steadily
establishing its superiority over the enemy’s air serv-
ice. In September, however, with the introduction of
two new types of fighting machines, remarkably fast
and effective, and a flood of carefully trained pilots,
the Germans threatened, for a time at least, to recover

u"’. theswommand of the air. The sitnation was serious.

)

Machines that would be more than a match for the
new German models would soon be available from the
British factories, but these were useless without
trained pilots, and trained pilots could not be turned
out as fast as machines. Where pilots were at first
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counted in scores, and then in hundreds, they were
now demanded, and most urgently demanded, in thou-
sands. The British schools were working at highest
pressure, and still the demand far exceeded the sup-
ply. The Imperial Government determined to extend
its organization to Canada, and utilize to the fullest
extent the emergy and resourcefulness of the young
manhood of the Dominion.

Having so decided, with British thoroughness they
set about making the Canadian branch of the service
as nearly self-contained as possible. The Royal Fly-
ing Corps, Canada, although an Imperial organization
financed with Imperial funds, was in other respects to
be almost wholly Canadian. A small initial personnel
was sent out from England, with such equipment is was
absolutely necessary and could not be obtained locally,
and instructed to go ahead and do its own expanding.
It was to arrange its own recruiting programme in
Canada, build up its own training staff, and train all
grades, officers, non-commissioned officers, and men.
Canadian Aeroplanes, Limited, was organized to turn
out machines for the transatlantic wing, and an Avia-
tion Section of the Imperial Munitions Board in Can-
ada was formed to look after the innumerable physical
requirements of the corps, from the selection of aero-
drome sites to the provision of boots and socks. Can-
ada was looked to to furnish not only the raw material
for training, but also most of the technical and
business brains and experience needed to direet,
the operations of what was very soon to grow'
into a huge and many-sided machine. That she re-
sponded effectively to every demand will be shown
later.

Theinitial steps in this momentous project were taken
in December, 1916, and by the spring of the following
year the Canadian branch of the Royal Flying Corps
was well establishéd. The first Canadian aerodrome
at Camp Borden, with fifteen flight sheds and all other
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necessary buildings, was well advancea; provision for
the training of various squadrons of the corps was be-
ing made at Long Branch, nine miles west of Toronto,
at Leaside, and at Armour Heights, a few miles north
of the same city, and at Rathbun and Mohawk, near
Deseronto; and a large factory was under construc-
tion for Canadian Aeroplanes, Limited. Meanwhile
recruiting had been going forward briskly, although
at first under rather difficult conditions, as the country
had algeady been pretty thoroughly combed for the
C.EF., and, so far at least as mechanics were con-
cerned, the R.F.A. had to compete with munition and
other factories paying high rates of wages. Neverthe-
less the ever-increasing interest of adventurous Cana-
dians in this arm of the war machine, with its pecul-
iarly strong appeal to young men of courage, resource-
fulness, and initiative, brought a gratifying response to
the appeal.

Toward the autumn of 1917 the demand for airmen
rose with such bewildering rapidity that the recruiting
branch found it necessary to bend all its energies to
the task. Recruiting offices had already been opened
in some of the larger OiL'\ZS‘ and a publicity plan
worked out through the newspapers and by means of
posters, supplemented by addresses and recruiting
meetings. The results of these measures were for a
time satisfactory, but it was presently Qound that the
demand was rapidly outstripping the supply. By a
process of exclusion and concentration the publicity
campaign was brought to a high state of efficiency, and
at the same time a scheme of civilian committees
was developed, designed to cover every important
community throughout the Dominion. Altogether
some three hundred and fifty committees were estab-
lished, with a total membership of over one thousand,
and as a result of their enthusiastic work the stream
of recruits kept pace with the demand from over-
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It must not be forgotten, too, that in addition to the
demand for cadets and mechanics, for overseas serv-
ice, the rapidly expanding organization of the Air
Service in Canada had to be taken care of. Skilled
and unskilled labour was needed in every department,
and must be recruited in a field already subjected to
many and varied calls. Early in 1918 a number of
Category A men — that is, men fit for active service
at the front — had to be liberated from the different
staffs of the Air Service in Canada, for service with
the C.E.F. in France. Only one available source of
supply remained to fill the gaps, and the women of
Canada were called upon to help here as they had
already done in so many other directions. At first
employed only in unskilled trades and office routine,
their capacity for other duties was quickly demon-
strated, and at the time of the signing of the Armis-
tice nearly twelve hundred were employed in a great
variety of work, from the Headquarters office to the
repair parks, as stenographers, bookkeepers, mechan-
ics, technical assistants, motor drivers, and in many
other ways.

Something must be said later as to the invaluable
work of the Aviation Department of the Imperial
Munitions Board, and of Canadian Aeroplanes, Lim-
ited, but first it will be convenient to sketch briefly

the development of training in Canada, to describe

hew the raw recruit was turned into a trained airman,
ready to receive the finishing touches in the English
camps before joining one of the squadrons at the
front.

The cadet, as soon as he had been accepted, was sent
to the Recruits Depot, where he got such infantry
training as was necessary, and a certain amount of
instruction in telegraphy, with lectures in the ele-
meptary principles of flying. From there he went to
the Cadet Wing, continued his work in wireless, and

/ dug into the many-sided question of aerial navigation,
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compass work, map reading, map making, ete. Hav-
ing now got his groundwork, the cadet was sent on to
the School of Aeronautics. Here the theoretical
knowledge he had already picked up was expanded and
applied. He took up artillery work and bombing, zone
call systems and aerial photography, and studied the
theory and principle of aeroplane construction, and
the design and operation of engines. He had to learn
how to diagnose engine troubles, and how to assemble
and dismantle an aeroplane. At the same time he
had lectures in the organization of his own and other
arms of the service, and in military law and discipline,
ete. His next step forward took him to the Armament
School, where he became thoroughly grounded in the
types of machine guns used in the Air Service,
studied the intricate questions of sighting, synchro-
nizing gun with propeller, and gun troubles, as well
as the dropping and aiming of different types of
bombs.

The cadet was now ready to be posted to one of the
wings. Here he at last learned to fly, by progressive
steps, until the handling of his machine became auto-
matic and he could apply his brain to other subjects.
Under conditions approximating as nearly as possible
to those at the front, he learned to fly in formation, to
carry on aerial photography and reconnaissance, to
read ground strips and lamp signals, and to drop
bombs. At Leaside, the cadet got further instruction
in artillery co-operation, noted from the air the bursts
of supposed batteries, located them on his map, and
reported their position by wireless to the receiving
battery station, correcting and directing its fire. He
had to describe the effect of barrage fire, the move-
ment of troops, and other similar details. Finally, at
the School of Aerial Fighting, after a finishing course
of ground gunnery with Vickers and Lewis guns, he
took to the air and shot at silhouette targets anchored
in Lake Ontario, fought other pilots in the air by means
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of a camera gun loaded with film which recorded the
accuracy of his aim, and perfected himself in aerial
tactics. The cadet was now a qualified pilot. The
Royal Air Force, Canada, had done all that it could
for him, and he was ready for a final brush up in the
English camps, to get the last word in air fighting, be-
fore proceeding to the front.

Obviously all these courses of instruction were not
developed in a day. In fact, at the outset the work
had necessarily to be confined to the bare essentials
and crowded into a single course. Gradually, as the
number of cadets increased, and qualified instruetors
multiplied, one special course after another was built
up, and established in its own quarters. It should be
noted, too, that concurrently with the training of pilots
as already described, classes of observers were being
trained in their own particular branch of the work in
the air. One may also mention here the School of
Special Flying at Armour Heights, established in
April, 1918, where a special course was provided for
instructors, to perfect them in the more difficult evo-
lutions, looping, rolling, and the like.

A few words must be said as to the work of the
Royal Flying Corps in Texas. The problem of train-
ing throughout the long winter months in Canada had
been the subject of much anxious thought, and it had
at first been the intention to prepare aerodromes in
British Columbia. With the entry of the United
States into the war, however, a simple solution was
provided.  That country was more than willing to co-
operate, and a scheme was worked out by which Amer-
ican and Canadian cadets would be trained together,
throughout the summer months in Canada, and
through the winter months in Texas, the cost being
shared between the Royal Flying Corps and the Avia-
tion Section of the United States Signal Corps. The
arrangement worked admirably. Early in July, 1917,
about fourteen hundred enlisted men and cadets frém
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the Signal Corps arrived in Canada. Late in Septem-
ber these men, with a large number of Canadians,
were carried down to Fort Worth, Texas, where aero-
dromes and barracks were being hastily constructed.
In spite of innumerable difficulties, due largely to the
inevitable dual system of control, the American and
British officers worked loyally together, and between
November and April turned out nearly two thou-
sand trained and partially trained pilots, as well
as over four thousand trained men, with very few
casualties.

It was subsequently found that winter training in
Fastern Canada was quite practicable. Nevertheléss,
the experience in Texas was worth while from more
than one point of view, not the least important being
the strengthening of the bonds of comradeship be-
tween Americans and Canadians, now fighting
shoulder to shoulder in the same great cause. In a
letter dated May 17th, 1918, Major-General Kenly,
Chief of the United States Air Service, wrote the Gen-
eral Officer Commanding the Royal Air Force, Canada:
‘“ By its faithful and efficient work in the training of
our cadets and enlisted personnel, the Royal Air Force
has conferred a great and practical benefit on the
United States Air Service. Equally important is the
imponderable but undoubted benefit which has acerued
to our men from instruction by and association with
officers and men who have had practical experience at
the front, with the conditions which we are preparing
to meet. This contact, so desired by all our forces,
and so particularly influential in the training of a
wholly new drm of the service, would, but for your
assistance, have been denied to all the men training
for the Air Service in this country.”’

Even this brief sketch of the work of the Air Force
in Canada would be incomplete without some word of
explanation and commendation of the two agencies
that shouldered the burden, the many-sided burden, of
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financing and equipping the service. The Aviation
Department of the Imperial Munitions Board, organ-
ized in 1917, was ‘subdivided into several sections,
Executive, Purchasing, Construction, Transport, and
Aeronautical Supply, all under the Director of Avia-
tion. From top to bottom the department was manned
by Canadians, experts drawn from many branches of
business, men of experience and trained judgment,
and thoroughly alive.

It is difficult to give even an idea of the manifold
activities of this indispensable adjunct of the Air
Force. From comparatively simple beginnings, it
grew rapidly and in innumerable directions, building
up branches and sub-branches and again sub-divisions
of these, to meet the varied and insistent demands of
the Air Service. The Purchasing Section looked after
their physical needs of every deseription, except food
and medical stores. This meant the handling of no
less than ten thousand different articles, large and
small, from aeroplanes to shoe-laces, and in quantities
sufficient to meet the ever-expanding needs of the
service. The Construction Section dealt with all ques-
tions relating to the housing of the brigade. The sum
of its achievement included such items as 400 build-
ings using eighteen million feet of lumber, 6 central
steam-heating plants, 26 individual heating plants, 300
miles of telephone and power lines, 61/ miles of rail-
ways, 2214 miles of roadways, 18 miles of water
mains, 10 miles of sewers, 27 miles of aerodrome
drainage, 5,000 plumbing fixtures, and the cleaning,
rolling, and seeding of 4,000 acres of land for flying
purposes. Incidentally it looked after a commissary
business running to forty thousand meals a week. To
the Transportation Section belonged all questions in-
volving relations with the railways, including the
movement of thousands of men and vast quantities of
supplies to and from Texas. The Aeronautical Sup-
ply Section served as a connecting link between the
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aeroplane factory and the aircraft equipment section
of the brigade.

Canadian Aeroplanes, Limited, during the twenty-
one months it was in operation, turned out some 2,900
aeroplanes, valued at nearly $14,000,000. These were
principally for the Royal Flying Corps, but a con-
siderable number of them were built for the United
States Government. The great factory on Dufferin
Street, Toronto, covering some six acres of ground,
was completed in two and one-half months, a remark-
able record in quick construction. An interegting fact
in connection with the work of Canadian Aeroplanes,
Limited, is that it found all its materials in Canada,
from British Columbia spruce for wihg'beams to the
remarkably strong cotton fabric, made in Three
Rivers, which was used for covering the wings. The
factory also built for the United States a fleet of
thirty F5 flying boats. It may be noted that Canadian
Aeroplanes, Limited, was manned by Canadians, from
president to mechanic.!

One must not conclude this first stage of the story
of the war in the air without a brief reference to the
various voluntary associations in Canada which did
g0 much to make a success of the Canadian section of
the Air Service. First of these is the Aero Club of
("anada, which grew out®of the visit to Canada in 1915
of the late Colonel C. J. Burke, D.S.0., R.F.C. The
moving spirit in the organization of the clnb and the
development of its activities was the late Lieut.-
(Colonel William Hamilton Merritt, whose death in
November, 1918, was a serious loss to the club and to
his country. The club was incorporated in December,
1916, and the energies of its members were at once
thrown into the all-important matter of recruiting for
the Flying Services. In fact, until the Royal Flying

! For much of the information in the forﬂlg pggleﬁ. the
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Corps took over the work in October of the following
year, practically the entire burden of recrujting was
borne by the club. It had also been authorized to
issue international aeronautical certificates to pilots
who had qualified in training.

In June, 1918, it inaugurated the first Canadian
aerial mail, between Toronto and Montreal; a second
mail, between Toronto and Ottawa, was carried in
August, and another in September. The club, with the
permission of the Canadian Government, designed
and used a special stamp, showing in the centre an
aeroplane bringing down a Zeppelin in flames, with
this inseription around the border: ‘‘ The Aero Club
of Canada’s First Aerial Mail Service — per Royal
Air Force. August, 1918.”” For the purpose of the
aerial mail the value of the stamp was twenty-five
cents. It is now one of the rarities of the stamp col-
lector. The Aero Club is affiliated with the Royal
Aero Club of London. Its membership includes sev-
eral thousand members of the Royal Flying Corps.
In addition to its notable work in aid of recruiting,
the club secured the gift of a number of aeroplanes,
some for training purposes in Canada, others for
active service overseas. These were presented by
Colonel Merritt, Mr. James Carruthers of Montreal,
the Province of Ontario, and the City of Toronto.

Other organizations that contributed in various
ways to the success of the movement to reeruit, train,
and send overseas the maximum number of young
(‘anadians to join the Air Services, were the Canadian
Division of the Aerial League of the British Empire,
organized in Montreal by Sir H. S. Holt, W. M. Birks,
G. G. Foster, and other patriotic Canadians; the Ca-
nadian Aviation Aid Society, which equipped and
maintained the Longwood Convalescent Home, and
through branch organizations in most of the cities
and towns of the Dominion secured donations in
money ghd comforts, some thousands of dollars being
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forwarded to the Air Committee in London for hospi-
tals and comfort funds; the Aero Club of British
Columbia, organized through the efforts of Colonel
Merritt, and with similar objects to those of the par-
ent body ; and the Young Men’s Christian Association,
which established and maintained club rooms at the
various training camps of the Royal Air Force in
(‘anada. .

2. Ar tHE FRONT

So far we have attempted to follow the Canadian
airman from the time that he was accepted for service
to the day that he sailed from Canada, eager to get
into the great game. Now we shall go on with him to
the front. In England, at one of the training camps,
he was put through his paces, tested for any possible
flaws in his training, and given a final course embody-
ing the results of the most recent experience at the
front. He was now a full-fledged airman, pilot or
observer, sporting on his breast in the former case a
pair of wings and in the latter a single wing, and
having, after a weary period of waiting, his orders to
report to one of the squadrons. Generally speaking,
he would be sent to France or Belgium, but the exi-
gencies of the war might take him to one of the more
remote fields of operations. Canadians served on all
the fronts, in Italy, in Macedonia, in Egypt and Pales-
tine, in Mesopotamia, in East Africa, but most of
them found their way to the western front.

Unlike their fellow-countrymen in other arms of the
service, Canadian airmen were not members of the
Canadian Expeditionary Force. They belonged to the
Royal Air Force, and that was essentially an Imperial
organization. It is true that a Canadian Air Force
was subsequently authorized, but the organization had
not been completed at the time of the signing of the
Armistice, and the two Canadian air squadrons
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never actually saw service in France. Further par-
ticulars of this rather belated effort to put Canada
officially on the air map will be given later. It must
be said, however, that from the point of view of the
majority of Canadian flying officers the creation of a
distinet Canadian Air Force had little to recommend
it, beyond its usefulness as a nucleus upon which to
build an organization in Canada after the war. Cana-
i dian flying officers, for the most part, preferred to
} serve with their British comrades in the powerful and
splendidly organized Royal Air Force rather than join
a necessarily small Canadian unif, In the larger force
1 they were well treated, got gn®éxcellently with their
, fellow-officers, and had unlimited opportunities for
the exercise of their courage, initiative, and resource-
fulness. The R.A.F. had -been brought to a remark-
able degree of perfection as a fighting machine, to
quite a considerable extent through their individual
efforts, and they were jealous of any move that might
have a tendency to impair its efficiency.

It may be convenient at this point, as we are follow®
ing the fortunes of Canadian airmen in the Royal Air
Force, to describe very briefly the organization of the
gervice at the front. The control went back, as in
other arms, to a General Headquarters. Under this,
on the fighting side, were Brigade Headquarters, then
Wing Headquarters, then Squadrons, and finally
Flights. A wing was commanded by a lieutenant-
colonel, a squadron by a major, and a flight by a cap-
tain. There were from twelve to eighteen machines
in a squadrog, and from four to six in a flight. On
the supply side of the service, there were two air
depots, under G.H.Q., and below these wing depots sup-
plying the squadrons.

Something may also be said as to the routine of the
day’s work in the Air Service. It varied, of course,
at different times and in different places, but was more

/ or less along these lines: . The wing commander would
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send the orders for the following day to the squadron
commander, who would go over them in the evening
with his three flight commanders. The latter would
report the machines available for the next day’s show,
and it would be arranged who was to go up, and on what
duties.

These duties were varied, some more or less routine
in character, others demanding a great deal of in-
dividual initiative and correspondingly more danger-
ous. In the former class were line patrols. The flying
man here became practically an air sentry. His duty
was to take his machine up to the ten-thousand-foot
level and patrol a definite section of the front line,
back and forth between two points. He guarded the
line and all that lay behind it from the inquisitive
eyes of enemy aircraft. He remained on duty for a
couple of hours, or until relieved.

Offensive patrols also covered the line, but in a dif-
ferent fashion. Instead of flying up and down a com-
paratively short section of the front, the patrol took a
zigzag course across the trenches, reaching well into
enemy territory. This work was sometimes carried
out in formation of three or four machines, but gen-
erally solo. As the name implies, the duty was more
aggressive than in the case of the ling' patrols. It in-
volved fighting as well as purely defensive measures.
The fighting side was still more emphasized in the
case of the wandering patrols, which frankly went out
to hunt the Hun.

Reconnaissance and photo-reconnaissance presented
quite different problems. This duty, carried out gen-
erally by four or five machines in formation, was ex-
tremely important. Tt involved the gathering of in-
formation upon which the plans of Headquarters must
be based. The leader of a photo-reconnaissance party
was generally given instructions to get photographs
of certain definite objects, parts of the enemy’s
trenches, or his lines, of communication, the changing
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disposition of his troops, or the position of hidden
batteries. It is said that approximately two-thirds of
the planes at the front were engaged in reconnais-
sance work.

It may be noted here that the fighting planes, such
as those engaged on offensive patrols, had to be much
faster machines than those engaged in reconnaissance.
The latter, in which stability was of more importance
than speed, could fly only about eighty miles an hour,
while the former ran up to one hundred and forty or
one hundred and fifty miles. The fighting plane must
also be able to climb very fast. The Sopwith-Camel,
for instance, climbs twelve thousand feet in ten min-
utes. Speed is equally essential to overcome t
enemy, or to escape from him if he appears in over-
whelming force. \

Another very important part of the work of the
Flying Corps was that of the bombing planes. The
enemy sent out bombing squadrons to raid unpro-
tected cities, .to murder women and children, and the
wounded in hospitals. Our reprisals were restricted
to military objects, munition factories and aero-
dromes, lines of communication and railway stations,
ammunition dumps and batteries, troop trains and
bridges, and the enemy’s tronohes}.

Some of the most effective work of these planes
was done not with bombs but with machine guns.
Lord Montagu of Beaulieu, in, one of his stirring
speeches in Canada, gave the following dramatic pie-
ture of the work of a fighting plane at the front:
“You fly over the German lines at a great height,
and suddenly you turn the nose of your machine down-
wards and swoop down to attack a particular object,
such as a train. You go up again. Then you dive
right down along the German lines of communication,
perhaps only a hundred feet from the ground. You
see a battalion marching along the road, and you turn
your machine gun on them. You fly a little further on




PILOTS OF A ROYAL AIR FORCE SQUADRON

A NIGHT'S RATIONS FOR A BOMBING SQUADRON
Canadian Oficial Photographs







THE WAR IN THE AIR 283

with your machine gun, and perhaps you see a group
of staff officers standing near some trees, and they
run like anything when you approach. You note all
the changes there. Then you see a train coming along
the line and perhaps you drop a bomb in front of the
locomotive. Finally — and this has happened a great
number of times lately — you fly absolutely down and
along the German lines and use your machine gun on
the German trenches. Now, that sounds like an ex-
traordinary risk, and it is extraordinary, but it is not
half so risky as being "a theusand feet above the
trenches. You can easily understand why. Suppose
you were standing in a narrow trench, only eighteen
inches wide, and were six feet underground. An aero-
plane flying over you at a speed of two miles a minuté
would look absolutely like a flash over the trenches.
You could not get your rifle up to your shoulders
quickly enough to fire at it. The plane is also sa
against attacks from (lerman anti-aireraft guns, be-
cause they might hit their own troops. Of course the
danger comes when you fly away from the German
trenches and when you have to go over your own
lines ; then you may have to rise high enough to get out
of the way of your own shells. T will tell you this:
our pilots now are so extraordinarily ingenious and
so enterprising and so brave that they use their ma-
chine guns in connection with infantry work, in ad-
vances, with a hardihood and a bravery that are al-
most inconceivable. And there is no one who is better
at that job than the Canadian pilot.”

Of this tremendously daring and effective work of
the airmen in co-operating with the infantry in ad-
vances, Lieut.-Colonel Bishop has given a graphic ac-
count in his Winged Warfare, in desgribing some in-
cidents of the Battle of Arras. Théy had been de-
tailed to fly low over the advancin@ infantry, firing
their machine guns into the enemy trenches and dis-
persing their supports. He pictures theis mad flight
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through a cloud of shells, both British and German.
* Over and over again one felt a sudden jerk under a
wing-tip and the machine would heave quickly. This
meant a shell had passéd within a few feet of you.”
Several machines were hit by shélls and brought down.
The British barragé fire that morning was the most
intense the war had ever known. *‘ While the British
fire was at its height the Germans set up a counter-
barrage. This was not so intense, but every shell
added to the shrieking chorus that filled the stormy
air made the lot of the flying man just so much more
difficult.”” It was all in the day’s work, however, and
Bishop and many other gallant Canadian flying men
showed in the Battle of Arras, as on many other oc-
casions, the qualities of courage, clear-headedness, and
quick thinking that made them much more than a
mateh for their German antagonists.

‘While it is impossible at present to say just how
many Canadians were serving in the Royal Air Force,
on each of the many fronts, it is officially stated that
up to the end of December, 1918, some 8,240 Cana-
dians had entered the Royal Air Force, or the twin
forces which preceded it, the Royal Flying Corps and
the Royal Naval Air Service. This total was made up as
follows : 1,239 officers seconded or attached to the Royal
Flying Corps, Royal Naval Air Service, and Royal
Air Force, up to the close of 1918; 2,721 other ranks
of the Overseas Military Forces of Canada trans-
ferred to the Air Services during the same period;
and 4,280 cadets enlisted in Canada by the Imperial
authorities and sent overseas. In addition to these, a
number of Canadians were transferred from the Ca-
nadian Expeéditionary Force to the Flying Services
prior to Ju:% 1st, 1916, and subsequently received
commissioned (rank. Of these no exact record was
kept. About one hundred and fifty civilians went to
England at their own expense, early in the war, and
enlisted thexe in the Royal Flying Corps or the Royal
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Naval Air Service. Also a certain number who went
over to join British regiments subsequently obtained
transfer to the Air Forces. At the date of the Armis-
tice a large number of cadets were training in Canada,
who never got overseas. Thére were in addition a
large number of other ranks employed in England,
France, and Canada by the/Royal Air \Forge. Alto-
gether there have been in the Air Serviceg probably
13,500 Canadians of all ranks. At the time of the
signing of the Armistice nearly one-third of the fight-
ing strength of the Air Force hailed from the Land
of the Maple Leaf.

According to an official statement published by the
Air Ministry, the British Air Forces before the war
consisted of 272 machines, 197 officers, and 1,647 men,
while in October, 1918, there were 22,171 machines,
27,906 officers, and 263,842 men. From July, 1916, to
the date of the Armistice, the Air Force on the west-
ern front alone brought down 7,054 enemy aircraft,
dropped 6,042 tons of bombs, and fired many millions
of rounds of machine-gun ammunition,

It is difficult to give anything like an adequate pic-
ture of the achievements of Canadian flying men in
the war. Such names as those of Bishop and Barker
and Collishaw have become household words, not
merely in Canada, but throughout the world. Their
almost ineredible exploits in the air have added lustre
to the name of their native country. But the really
notable circumstance is not that these men piled up
such remarkable records of enemy machines déstroyed
and other material damage to the fighting strength of
the [un, but that they were merely outstanding peaks
in a mountain range of splendid achievement. The
fact is that the success of Canadian airmen in the war
was so unquestionable, the failures so few, and the
average so uniformly high that something unusually
spectacular was needed to bring the names of any of
them into the limelight. A slight incident may help to
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give some idea of the value of the average Canadian
airman. In the spring of 1919 an American in London
gave a dinner at Prince’s restaurant to twelve Cana-
dian aviators who had fought in the war. None of
these bore names that were then, or are now, particu-
larly familiar to the general public in Canada or else-
where. Bishop was not there, nor Collishaw, nor sev-
eral others whose names have become famous. Yet
these twelve young Canadians had an official record
of 411 enemy machines destroyed in battle,

So much has bgen written about the air adventures
of Canadian aces that it would be a work of superero-
gation to tell the stories over again here. It does
seem fitting, however, that in what is designed to be a
permanent and: authoritative record of Capadian
achievement during the war, one should ino'f)%‘?:)mte
the official accounts of why the Victoria Cross was
given to three Canadian airmen.

William Avery Bishop was awarded the Vietoria
Cross for most conspicuous bravery, determination,
and skill on August 10th, 1917. Having been sent out
to work independently, he flew first of all to an enemy
aerodrome; finding no machine about, he flew on to
another aerodrome about three miles south-east, which
was at least twelve miles the other side of the line.
Seven machines, some with their engines running,
were on the ground. He attacked these from about
fifty feet, and a mechanie, who was starting one of the
engines, was seen to fall. One of the machines got off
the ground, but at a height of sixty feet Captain
Bishop fired fifteen rounds into it at very close range,
and it crashed to the ground. A second machine got
off the ground, into which he fired thirty rounds at one
hundred and fifty yards range, and it fell into a tree.
Two more machines then rose from the aerodrome.
One of these he engaged at the height of one thousand
feet, emptying the rest of his drum of ammunition.
This machine crashed thres hundred yards from the
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aerodrome, after which Captain Bishop emptied a
whole drum into the fourth hostile machine, and then
flew back to his station. Four hostile scouts were
about one thousand feet above him for fully a mile
of his return journey, but they would not attack. His
machine was very badly shot about by machine-gun
fire from the ground.

On the moprning of October 27th, 1918, Major W. G.
Barker ()bsSr\'od an enemy two-seater, over the forest
of Mormal. He attacked this machine and after a
short burst brought it down. At the same time a
Fokker biplane attacked him, and he was wounded in
the right thigh, but managed, despite this, to shoot
the enemy aeroplane down in flames. He then found
himself in the middle of a large formation of Fokkers,
who uttacked him from all directions, and was again
severely wounded in the left thigh, but succeeded in
driving down two of the enemy in a spin. He lost
consciousness after this and his machine fell out of
control. On recovery he found himself being attacked
by a large formation, and singling out one machine he
deliberately charged and drove it down in flames.
During this flight his left elbow was shattered, and he
again fainted. On regaining consciousness he found
himself still being attacked, but notwithstanding he
was now severely wounded in both legs and his left
arm shattered, he dived at‘the nearest machine and
shot it down in flames. Being greatly exhausted, he
dived out of the fight to regain our lines, but was met
by another formation, which attacked and endeav-
oured to cut him off, but after a hard fight he sue-
ceeded in breaking up this formation and reached our
lines, where he crashed on landing.

This combat, in which Major Barker destroyed four
enemy planes (three in flames), brought his total suc-
cesses up to fifty enemy machines destroyed, and is a
notable example of the exceptional bravery and disre-
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