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REV. G. R. WEIX7H:
L«aiM and Oentlemen: W« «re

pleaaed to find the audience tonight
Includes bo many ludlea. If the ladies
are to have the >anchlse In the near
future they do il to berome Inter-
ested in public i . Possibly If they
had the vote this meetlnir would not
have been necessary. This large and
representative satherlnK manifests
vreat Interest in the matter of the
"Crisis In U. C." pamphlet. The Minis-
terial Union of the Lower Mainland
has been adversely criticized for
IssuinK this pamphlet. But we mnke
no apoloKy for assuming the moral
leadership In this crisis. The ministers
are the one great unpartisan body
best ntted to take up without preju-
dice such questions as have arisen In
this province and that aftect Its moral
welfare. It Is because of this moral
aspect of the question that the minis-
ters are behind It. If we do not take
the lead, who will? Our motives can-
not be called into question. We have
no axe to grind. We have nothing to
gain by our action. None of us are
looking for the plums of office. We
are not In pocket but out of pocket,
by this movement. Some of those who
have been disconcerted by the ex-
posures of "The Crisis" pamphlet have
said to the ministers: "Go on with
your knitting and let us alone." That
Is the same cry that was raised by the
unclean spirit when the World's
Greatest Reformer was exorcising h.m
from the devil-cursed man. "Let us
alone; what have we to do with
thee?" And the same cry has been
echoed by those who have been doing
the bad wcrk ever since. But the
mlnlsteit, dun't propose to stop until
the unclean spirit is exorcised from
the body politic. If anyone thinks that
only a few of the ministers are in
sympathy with the action of the
Union such a one has only to look at
the large number of members on the
platform to be convinced to the con-
trary. Many others would be present
did not other duties prevent.
The Ministerial Union of the Lower

Mainland has asked three gentlemen
to represent it tonight. I now call on
the first of these to address you—the
Rev. Dr. John Mackay, principal of
Westminster Hall.

KEV. DR. MACKAY:
Ladles and gentlemen: At such a

time as this when the whole Empire-
is engaged in a Ilfe-and-death strug-
gle and all our hearts are heavy with
anxiety for those who have gone to
the front or sorrow for those who
will never return, it is not a pleasant
tafjt to have to take part in a matter

very nature is more

or IMS contentious. But I am con-
vinced that we at home have a duty
quite as sacred as theirs who have
gone to the front, to see to It 'that
the land In which we live shall be
worthy in life and Institutions of the
terrible price that is being paid for
It. (Hear, hear!) Personally I would
much prefer to remain silent tonight,
but since 1 have been urged by my
brethren to speak for them, I should
feel myself a coward to let Mr. Cooke
and the other live men who signed
"The Crluls" bear the brunt of the
criticism which it bus brought out.
(Applause.)

It li not enough to try to show that
Mr. Cooke Is a Liberal. Whntc.>ver
he Is, ho and hia five companions
wore chosen to represent the whole
Union and the Union Is ready and
willing to shoulder the full responsi-
bility for their words and acts In this
matter. So. too. .Mr. Cooke, .Mr. Still-
man and myself appear before you
tonight as the duly accredited repre-
sentatives of about sixty of the min-
isters of the Lower .Mainland and
what we say is said on their behalf,
not as a pergonal matter in any sense
of the term.

Since "The C.-lsls" appeared persist-
ent attempts have been made fiom
various directions to show that It was
Imposed by some sleight of hand on
the part of .Mr. Cotsworth upon the
simple and guileless Ministerial Un-
ion and second that there Is no such
thing as the .Ministerial Union, or at
best It Is a conspiracy of a few men.
n.auKhter.

)

Tills Is not a 4|uestlon of fiarty
politics. It Is a question of • I

very life of the province,
have rpaclied a crisis whon^
best mon are ncoiled anil no
Conservative or Liberal, shoul
ele<-te<l. If an elettbm must iv
first, who will not pledge hlm.<u-ll
to the riilU>st and falrcnt Investi-
gation and whose past record has
not shown him CH|Hible and strong
and. alH)ve all, unshakably honest.

mmi

The govrnmont orpan in (his citv
said after the Orpheum mcetinR,
"Mr. Rowsers statement is com-
mended to the attention of all who
have read 'The Cri.siH' pamphlet and
are anxious to know the truth of the-
matter and especially to the mem-
bers of the Ministerial Union In
whose name but without whose
knowledge and approval the pamph-
let WoS< issued." (Laughter.) Again re-
ferring to a meeting of the Union II

makes the extraordinary suggestion,
"We wish to send a representative to
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<jouni the memb*r« and report the
iliMrumiun."

The iittornoy-ifpneral iipen. .rire
part of hU pamphlet on i same
«ul.J...t ana the premier. WMwng to
111.- roronl.. oiolK- unu the T..ronto
Haturday SIkM MIh the people of the-
e«.t What a had man Mr. Mo«e« Cots-worth In atuJ then makeH the follow-
In* a«oundlnj{ «erle« of statement.-
I-'T your Information. I may tell

>''U that Mr. I'otsworth. after Inter-viewing meml..r.H „f the Liberal
party, the MInl.sterlal Aaaoclatlon of\anrouyer. the Federation of I^bor,
he Social Kervlcc l.<aKue and other
.odleH went to eertaln members ofthe .Minl«terlal Lnlon who»e names

<ipp.N.r in the foreword and a meetlnu

Mr ^''. " " "'"" '""'"' '° <on8lder
Mr. Cotsworths pamphlet. The Min-
isterial I nlon t,M« a membership ofone hundred ,.„d fifty, but at thismeeting only fifteen were present andof the.se only six appear as endorsing
his statements." And from anothe*
..uarter the people of Vancouver areasked to find out who the Ministerial
I nlon are.

The Ministerial Union.
n does not .seem to me that the

A .nlaterlal fnlon Is the l.ssue -aD-
pluuse. but Since It seeu.s s., import-
ant In the eyes of the Kovernment cer-
1". .J" "*'"""' ''' ""'•'«' '<n<'«n nowHrst-The Ministerial Tnlon Is coni:posed of the Mini.uerial Associations

vLT'^rf' '''""'*' Vancouver and.New Westminster with the men f^ m
Intervenlnsr points and a few from the

of Thl ^Tr "^"^^ *^« Associations

?ij .
'^ composed. It has never

professed to speak for all the min-
sters of the community, but only forthose who belong to its membership.
That membership when "The Crisis-was under discussion numbered overeighty men to whom regular noticesHere sent. Seoond-"The Crisis" wasnot foisted on the Union by one or twomen but was under discussion at manymeetings from November till the end
^L^J" ^ ''^"'^ ''««" '" Vancouver
t»!^

/''*" ""'' suppose I have at-

Uf. f
''\ """"^ meetings of the Min-

isterial Association and the Mlnls-

We have the right to demand
aninv^l^jatlon. Tlie government
is the servant of the people andwe have not oiUy the right, bat It
is our duty to criticize where crit-
j-lsm i« needed and to demand toknow the truth where the truth
l» M> evidently being concealed.

f\ terial Union as any of er man and Ihave never seen as larg^ and interest-
ing meetings as when thU. matter waa

•Igned the pami.hlct did so «« rto-resenting the whole Vn- n after be'ngduly chosen by It. (Ap,.lause.) Third
-.Mr_t..i.sworth acted throughout un-ler the instructions of the ministers ofthe Lower Malnhind in one capacityor another, lie spoke by request to a""otlng of the Ml.u.Hterlal ^.ociatlonof \an<ouver In November 1814 The

w;'re o.\
•"^"

l"""
'" his- possessionwere o. „» serious a character that

for "'""V,'"""" continued lu sittingfor two hours after Its time for ad-journment and reassembled again inhe evening No action was taken athat time, but at a very largely at-tended meeting a week later the So-cial Servl.e Council representatives
asked that they be given .harge o?he matter that a thorough investlga-
Ion might be made. This was agreedo and two members of the Minister-

ial Association were appointed to co-operate with the committee of theSocial Service Council. (A voice: "Howmany were at the meeting?") l willanswer th.it In a moment. Mr Cots-worth was employed by this commit-
tee to carry ,m his Investigations andreport to It. lie spent nearly threemonths m Victoria, sending frequent
reports to the committee and at everv
.Meeting of the Ministerial Associationand I nlon our representatives madesome reference to what was going onWhen Mr. Co.sworth's work was comJ
PI. ted his report was felt to be toovolumlno.-s for publication and waa
practically rew--. ., by the commltTee
Meanwhile the . :. -uncement had beenmade of an electl. In view of whichthe Vancouver members of the So-

[f i..
.'""^ ^''"'"" <"«> "°t think

it wise to commit that Council with-out a provincial meeting and the mat-
ter was handed over to the Ministerial
I nlon for flnal action. At one of theargest meetings ever held by the Un-

lTr:Jf J'T.^'"'^'^^'^-
""^'- the whole

report had been read and the original
documents and the committees verl-
tlcatlons had been produced, to publishThe Crisis." (Applause.) Meanwhile
a committee of six from the Union had
bej>n appointed to go carefully Into theWhole matter and a group of five oth-er men were appointed to collaborate
with these six. These made a final
report which was passed upon by an-other large meeting before the mat-
ter was given to the printer. Thus
for nearly six months this matter wasunder consideration and the great
majority of the ministers of all the
churches knew of what was going
on, excepting that none of theKoman Catholic clergy have been
identified with the Union, and only afew of the Anglican, and never once



did anyone at any niMtlnc npt
dlMcnt with th« action which waa ba-

ins taken. After the publication of

the pamphlet Dr. Crummy, of Wesley

church, expreeaed hia dleaatlefuttlon

with what had been done because of

the likelihood of lU being mlaunder-

tood In the heat of a political contest.

\\c believe that tbe whole Iwr-

gala which Middled thia pro%liKe

with • fnudUac burden of debt

on behaU of • nllwajr which we
Jld not iM-ed, dea<MMls InTestlgn-

llon.

Not One Dlaaentlns Voice.

Theiefore. If the tonetltutlon of the

Mlnlatertal Union and Ita deliberate

acceptance of the reeponelblllly for

"The Criala" la the laaue, the facte are

entirely oppoaed to the contention of

the government. The facU ere that

the whole Union, following at evuy
step Its constitutional procedure, con-

sidered the matter from one point

or another for six months and after

all that time at least sixty men de-

llbera'^ly committed themselves to

the course followed while doxens of

others all over the p »vlnce Y we
since expressed their sympathy with

that course, and only one member ex-

pressed his dissent and that after the

pamphlet had been published. (Loud

applause.)
Both the premier and the attorney-

general, as well as the News-Adver-

tiser, have made reference to the

Lucas case as showing either care-

lessness or deliberate falsehood on the

part of the Union. Now either all

three of these parties have been bad-

ly misled, or they one or all have

made one of the most unworthy at-

tempts to deceive the public I have

ever known. They quote a few lines

from the evidence given on the trial

for discovery In such a way as to

make It appear that the ministers

swore that for all the pamphlet they

had no evidence but the word of Mr.

Cotsworth. Now as Mr. Cooke will

show you from the full report of that

evidence, what they referred to was
only six lines of the pamphlet. Thus
the whole case for discrediting the

origin and reliability of "The Crisis"

falls to the ground. (Applause.)

Charge E^qnally Vntme.
A further attempt has been made

to discredit the pamphlet by calling

it a tirade against speculation and the

customs of a misguided period. That
Is equally untrue. There is much dif-

ference of opinion among the mem-
bers of the Union as to the moral sig-

nificance of speculation. Personally

I believe that there are forms of

speculatlv* lavaetments which are

perfectly ieffltlmi>t« and that It la

not even morally wrong to buy and
sell real asute. But what tba

pamphlet doea attu^lc Is tha braaklng

of tha law to grasp large areas of

land before tha bona fide settler baa

had a chance to know of lU exist-

ence. ("Hear, hear!" and applause.)

The laws of British Columbia for-

bid the sale of mora than 640

acres of crown land to any one par-

son until he has Improved that

amount to the extent of It.OO per

acre. A man may, however, atake

this flrst «>40 acres, and any other

anioupts to which he may become an-

tltled by Improving what he holds,

through un agent. But with tbe con-

nivance of the government hundreds
of thousands of acres were staked

by one man In many cases, or by one
corporation by the use of bogus pow-
ers of attorney appointing tha man
who wished to do the staking agent

for the giver of the power of attor-

ney. To my own personal knowledge
hundreds of these were got In the

saloons and low dives of Winnipeg
and Vancouver from men who got

from a drink of whiskey up to a dol-

lar or two for perjuring themselves In

this manner. (Applause.) Further-

more, information was regularly

hand<-d out a year In advance of the

placed where surveying was to be

done Hu that men could go In and pick

out the best land before It was sur-

veyed. This could only come from
the government or Its officials. (Ap-

plause.) It does iiot matter whether
the mon who got the Information

were Liberals or Conservatives, they

were breai-'ng the law and the gov-

ernment w helping them to do It.

If this had oiily been done in a few
iHoiated Instances it would not have
been so bad, but It was the uniform
policy for years until the bona fide

settler had no fair chance at all. Case
after case has come to our personal

knowledge of people who had been
brought to British Columbia by our
advertising campaign and were un-

able to get any land excepting by
purchase from some speculator. On
three different occasions I sent men
to different land offices and they re-

turned with the information that they

could make nothing of the informa-

tion given them as to where the land

for pre-emptors was to be found.

(Applause.) And many complaints
have been made to different members
of our Union that after men had
completed their pre-emptors' duties

they were unable to get their deeds

if they were not on good terms
with the local political machine.
("Hear, hear!") So unsatisfactory



iMd thtnga bacom* that (or at l«aat
a year before ttae loliupa* u( the land

vnuMllir, I would mui h (irr.

frr (o r«m«in Mlpnt khiIbIh, but
•toce I have bwn urgi'tl by m.«
brvthrrfi to aprak for tlifm. I

•houhl fi-« ! m)rM<lf a cowMnl to
l« Mr. ('iM>ke ami the other five
men, wiMi MifftMMl TIm* <'rt«li..'

bear tin* bmnt of the critU-imit
which It iMa brought about.

boom our Irnmlsratldn chaplain In-
variably wrote to people who thought
of coming 1 HrlflKh ColiiinMi t,, set-
tle on the inU. ad\l*ilriK th<-tn to «tny
away aa thin won no piricf f.>r nn
honest poor man whi> wunteU to iret

a fair chance i>n tin- l;in.l. ( .Vpplaii!).», (

Th« re»nlt has hr.n that all our splen-
did adverflnlng »( Mnii-h <'i.|ii„,|,i , |„
the old land has beeti wholly in the
IntcrcBta of the aperiilator aa the iicn-
ple brought here r«(.lved not "von
decent courtegy frnni those who rep-
reaented the uovernniont wlicn they
tried to get on land where '.hey
would have a fair <hmre to make a
living, and ao thoy had either to turn
to the speculator, go Mack home or
over the line or on to Austrnlla,
which hundreds of them have done

Lnngnasc of "TIio Crlstla."

Aa to the exact lunnuuge of The
Crlala." It must l.e underatood that
where ao many different peraons aro
concerned there must be more or less
compromise and the exact form of
e> ireaslon la that of the committeo
who revised and rewrote the pamph-
let. There are some . xpresslons used
which may do injustioo to some very
estimable men and corporations anil
to them we expresa our regrets. No
name Is included merely to pillory
the man or company named, but to
iIIuMtrate the contentions which wo
make. We are prepared to believj
that all those named wera quite as
much the victims of the system as
they were respon.sible a«:ents in itM
creation, but the fact remains that
they with the connivance of the kov-
ernment have landed our province in
a position where its very existence is
threatened and ordinary measures
are quite inadequate to deal with it.

Nothi but the most thorough and
far reaching Investigation can ap-
portion the blame an^ show who Is a
legitimate Inv tor and who a mere
reckless exploiter of our re::ources.
can show how far the government
has been remiss in its duties and
how far it has used its position to
enrich Its own members and friends
and to Impoverish the country. fLond
applause.) We believe that the whole

burguln which auddled thia province
with ik iTuahlng liurden of debt on
l'«ll ill of ii riillwav whirli we did not
Uf.Mi lU-niund.i invendgution. (Ap-
pltiuiic ) \Vh> WH.1 that biirgaln niude
liehind cl-is.d «|...irit l.y two nK'nib.rs
of til.- novel nniMit'.' Wf iit'lU'Xe that
III.' w hoii. |, 111. II. «ork« adtiilnlHtratloii
iif.iU I'md iiu.^tinatl.ii to show
wher.) th.' inillionx wliii li luive koIih
into tiie (im.r.nt munl< ipaiiUea hn\f
aoiie unit how iniii-h value the coun-
try lia>i not for iheni. i.\pplaua«-. I

\V<- I . iiive tli.it <;.,• countrya condi-
tion will go troni l<..d to worse until
iiioxe WHO .ire now lur« and those
whom we ii.ipe to attra>t here know
ixaiii;, wiiat our clrt'immtancca iia a
IH'oviiii .,• are aiul what la done wltU
our r.'.(oiirces. We cannot liope to
.ittiari money here »o loiiit OM Itrltlxh
I'oliinil.i.t iH likely to I.,' the liottoni-
iiM liolo which It haa proven to lie

in iliti ].i<ti{. \\ i> c.mnot hope to at-
lra« I Nft tiers liero so long aa they
AW iicaleil a.H they Iiavo been In the
|ia!<l. I l.ouil a|i|ilaiii'> . i

Till- iirat Hep in returin Is to know
the fails. And the facta can only bo
kno«u l.y me.ms of an impartial In-
\e«ii«ation. ft'u do not rare whether
iliai uuehtlKatlon Is conducted by an
iiii|)< lial I'oinniission or a federal one
or onii appointed t'roin among the
.Hiiliiiary oil liritlHli Columbia, ao long
as il i.i lair and thorough going and
will siKiro no pains to get at the
tiutli. i lleur. hear!" and applause.)

•VnU wo have a right to demand an
imcsiiBJilon. The government is the
KL'ivaiii of the people and we have
not only the right but it is our duty
to criikiso wliere criticism is needed
unU to demand to know the truth
wiiero the truth is so evidently being
concealed. (X.oud applause. I

Wiirn wo Issueil •The Crisis" we
knew we were tukinif a serious step,
iiut ut> felt that the situation was In
tensely serious. So long aa the mat-
ter ia only the p.tty differencea of
partiea we have no interest in It, but
whe.i the moral and spiritual healtli
of o r people, when the very exist-
ence of the state as a free demo-
cratic institution is Jeopardized by a
.state of affairs which haa grown up
among us, we would be less than
men if we did not demand that ev-
<^rything should be done to rectify
that conditio-', f Applause. (

We believed an investigation was
needed when we issued "The Crisis."'
We l.elieve it far more firmly now.
.^fter p .nths of study the attorney-
Rencr.il made what he described e,s
the be.st [possible defense. I have
shown you that in several vit.nl points
that defense breaks down. I believe
you wia agree with me when Mr.
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Cuok* alia down that It hna brokan
tlown III I'VtTy pulni, lApiiliiitar.) It la

no ilrfcnae at ill. Thera la ii r«ud) war
Uy whli'h our titlcmcnta mn l»o UU-
pruvad and thnt t« by nn ImpiirttHl
trli>uriHl InvratlRRtliiK tint nmutTa to
whhh We dniw nttfiitlon niiil \t thiit
trilMinul ritiilH that tlix nlmlnlatriiiion
of Ihw itovernnit'iit hua |pf«ii m the
»*j»t intircata of th« inoviiicp, 1 Im.-

lli'NH I iipeak for evny niitri In lh«'

MIlilatiTlal Union uht-n I ».iy. wf will
(KlvUt. ihit |i..,.i.|»- to <oiitl! . ihini
In |>oW»-r. (ApplaUM)'.) Iliit If thry if-
fiiai- Wf huve only omh rfcourHf luiil

thiit In to uilvl*.- ttU' imMIr to |iiil

otht-r men In |iowir « ho will li(> «iir«-

to Mlve iiH th.' faiiM w.' ». .-k Hntl thiiM
liiiiKf It iioaallilf f,if nor |iro\|nrf to
conn- Into Ita own. 'A voUv: 'Where
will you K«'t thiin?' (

Thin la not a (lucdtlmi of pirty poll-
tUa, It li u queatlon of the very life
of the province. ( Applnufe. ) We huve
reached a rrlala where our l)c«t men
ore needed and no ii. n. ( 'i>iiMerviitl\e
or l.llierul. nhoiild I « Ie( ted. If an
flection niuat come tlrst, who will not
pledge hlmwelf to the fullext nnd fiilr-

eat InveatlKalion uni! wh.PKe punt re-
cord Ima not ahown hlin cajiiKle nnd
alionif. and nhove nil, un.sliakulily
honoMt. (Loud appliui.se.)

Ki:V. II. h\ NTIM .n\.\:

Kev. It. P. StllltTiiin, prexldent of
the .Methodist Confcr>Mico, whoyp name
la one of thoae appiniinx upon the
fumoua pamphlet, «tatf d thit he apoke
almply uh ii private citizen. He had
been told that ho should not ko on
the platform and be engaged In
nnythinK of a contruvoralal nature.
He waa not apeaklns for the Meth-
odlat church. He wanted to correct
11 falae Itnpreasion that li.id gone out
through the Conservntlvo paper In
Vancouver, the nttomey-genernl nnd
other individuals that tho .Methodist
church frowned down on this "Crlalj
in H. (J." and that the official organ
of the church coniiemned It. The
"llecorder" In Victoria is not the off!-
clal organ of the Methodist church.
It is a private concern and does not
speak for the Methodist church, I
would juat like to Ull tho editor of
the News-Adveril- vho Is a Meth-
"iliat and at'en...^ .-.ference, that It
Is not tho organ of the Methodist
church. (Laughter and applause.)
The Methodist church ha.« a depart-
ment of social service and that de-
partment will speak and when It does
I trust the editor of th( News-
-Vdvertlser will have the report pub-
lished on the front page. (Loud
applause.) I did not sign the pamphlet
in any other capacity than as a
citizen and as a representative of
tho Ministerial Union. It would have

' a»n rowardly on my iMft to hnva
refUKed to sign It. I A|ipliiuae. ) In
II lher«' la aoiiieihlng that hurta the
f<'elln;<H of Moiiie of my beat rrivnda.
Iiul it waa either pliiMng the purl of
II Hum or of II I iiward. Few know my
pollii. H bnl I will H;iy to you that I

w.iM niira.'d nnil broiiKht up a Con-
i-e.vallve and whatever political Icun •

Inga I nave are < 'onaervutlve, but the
first lai.ilion la the welfare of the
provlnie. We have .lone our pait.

RKV. .\. y., <-IN)KI-::

Mr. I'hulMiian, Ladlia and Oentle-
men; I woiiid like to oak thia audience
II •luestlon nnd get un uncwer, t want
to atk It In all aeriouanex.s, and from
no spirit of bravado, it la this: Do
you want me to touch only aoma
points of thia speech of tht attorney-
general, and leave ourselves open to
the charge that we cannot anawer
what I do not touch tonight, or do
yo. want me to take the whole thing
to pjecea and bury It so deeply that
In future no man will mention the
orpheuni speech without being thor-
oughly ashamed of If.' (Applause and
cries of "do on! Take your time!
Finish the Job!") Thank you. Now.
Mr. Chairnnin, exactly live months
ago, the now fatnous pamphlet. "The
Crlais In H. ('.." was issued to
the piiblli by the Ministerial Union
of the Lower .Mainlanil. In that
pamphlet very detlnlte statemcnta
were made and grav- charges
pref.rred regarding the conduct
of public affairs in this pr. vince
by the present administration. Those
statements and charges did not
simply concern any one department,
of our government, but all of them.
Not only one mtnlater of the crown,
but practically every one of them was
criticised, nnd yet full three months
passed before .my serious attempt was
made by anyone to reply to tho
pamphlet. Then after three months
time to go through the records, with
the whole government .staff at their
disposal, we had a deliverance on the
subject from the government to their
specially selected friends in a build-
ing whose every avenue of approach

"We have ancreedcd In pnltinir
the attomcy-Keneral and his col-
lea:;uc8 on their defense, and my
business tonight, as spoke^.nan
for my brethren, is simply to
strip bare the subterfnge and
fal9«j statements of Mr. Bowser."

was lined with police. (Applause.) In
the Orpheum tl eatre of this city on
July 29th the attorney-general, the
minister of P^riculture, the minister of



•1

finnnr*, |h« romrnlMloner of riaherUi
and the ucUiig prvrnlor—all five In
one—Hpcnt ut» and a half hourc
wreetllnir wiih tho problem of huw to
avoia a reply to the paiiiphUt "Th*
CrlelB In liritiHh I'olunii.iu." (i^imh-
ter untj touj uppuiiiMi'. i

Uallery.Flajr, Abuw, OlalorUon.
Althuuirh my goorl rrl«n<la of tha

ConaervatlVtt AMotlauon had forif t-
len my exiitencc, and wcro unl ad
enough to refuiie me a ticket whon I
applied at their offhe, i munaced to
be preaent und hud tho prlvUoKe of
heurlns the upetuh. unl fur onio ut
leaat auelnir myaelf as otli> ra aee me.
Next morninir 1 mil.l u, a friorid. who
waa Burprlaed to aee me ullve, and
who aaked what I thouKht of the
apeeih, •It .cnalat.'d of three purta:
<>nt-thlrd irallrry-pluy, one-third
ubuae »f O«l«\vorth ami the nilnlalera,
und one-third diatortlon of detulla
mill ctimpliti' evasion of the muln
laaiiea. Th.se three puriH were equul
to the whol.-, w.lrh w.ia a Kaltant at-
tempt t" I'ulve the piibll.' on ISKuea
vital to th.- life "f the whole countrv."
<Applatm.-. I T'. 1 vaH niy opinl.in ih<n
and now that wi- .av.- had It preHtntid
to the piililli' In lomplttc form, twice
over. I wee no reaNun whatever to
ehanKe my estimate. The hulk of thiM
•pee.h In bulled on th. ancient prin-
ciple. "When you have no caae abiiae
the plaintiff." Now Mi Bowaer and
hla aupportera may really believe that
the (callery-play and abuse of Mr.
CotMw.rth and the ministers, In whlih
he IndulKed so freely, was In perfect
kr.pinK with the dl>cnlty of the mary
offi<e« whith he holds, but I can us-
aure them that It will take more »'ixn
two and u half hours of that klm- '

thinif to c-onvlnre the people of thl.-i

provln.o that the mlnlalers who have
had the courage of their convictions
In puhlLshlnfT this pamphlet ar„
either a group of simpletons or a
crowd of bigoted political - -tisans
(Applause* And I can al. . ; wure
him that we have not the , htest
Intention of following; his lead In
that direction. (Loud applause.)
Vituperation is not argument, and we
are quite content to deal with the
fact.s. Certainly we are not going to
be dragged Into any side Lssues- the
main Issue is too vastly Important, and
the people have brains enough to see
on which side the real argument lies.
So I am here to deal with facts, not
fancies, I am not going to defend
our position, for we are not on the
defensive. ^Vo have succeeded in
Puttintc the attorney-general and his
oolloa!,'iiPs on their defense, and my
bu.sine.s.« tonight, as spokesman for my
brethren is simply to strip bare the
subterfuge and false statements of

Mr. lioWKer and ahow you that hia
defeniic la not a defensa at all. but

"111.- iMiik of iliM sprrai, (iio^.
r-f) •« iNMod Oil the MiKipni

prlii.l,,h.. •Uh.li you IMM. no ,•««.
"•"•»•• !»"• iilMliiilir.' ••

a apecloua ait.mpt to cloud the taauaa.
(Applause and Interruption, criea „f
I I.I hl.u ,„it;") .NVver mind, frlenda!

i.ct him «lmiiier down. Tm Irlah
"..VHeir. .|^,„, ia„„hler.) Hear In
->;"> tha, .Mr. Itowser. on page "
of his speech, .lalms to »|vo ,he re-
Ply of the government to „urpamphlet and twice over, on pagea «
" d If. he stafea he will make "tha

« .lef.ns.. possible." To aaalst hitn
I lhi» defense, he has aceM to all
e government files and recor " andhe complete control and lanceof the government staff at '

f ^ ao
I claim that if 'the beat ; ,«' jn
his power" breaks down, tl. . case forthe government Is absolutely gone,and the whole people of British Co-
nml.ia have a right to the Inveatlga-
tlon we demand, ('llear, hear;")

LuoM' Libel Suit.
Now, first, let me take thia much-

discussed I.iicaa^ libel ault to whichMr. Howser devotes over three pareaof his orutlon. All over the province
I have met men who believed that the
Ministerial Union had fallen down
badly upon this point The "Newa-
Adverti«.r' hud done some of Its llneatWork <.n this point, and with tho holp
of Mr. r.ucas' lawyer sons had acat-
tered a' .-oad the story that three ofour CO Itt.e had definitely swornwe ha,

, proof of a..ything what- ,
'^pr in pamphlet be.vond the un-
-upported statements of Mr. CoU-
v.oiin. Kven Mr. Howser repeats thla
..n page 17 where he says: "Hy the
<iien<e given on oath they appar-
n.iy take Mr. Cotsworth's statement

for everything which appears In the
.locuui.nt.- And again, on page 40
"I have shown you by thtir sworn
evidence that they depend entirely
on CoLsworth. they depend al.s.dutelv
on him." But all of thein know per-
fectly wc'l that » very -luestion put
to us in the "examination for discov-
ery" in the libel suit, and every an-
swer made by us. had to do with
nothlnh' whatever In tho pamphlet
beyond this one paragraph of six
lines and a half. Not another single
point in the whole 32 pages was at
..saue and Mr. Bowser knew it. He
also know that at Hamilton hall ind
in this hall I produced a mass of
original documents In support of
our statements. (Applause.)



Now, here are the facts. At the
"examination for discovery" it was
the business of Mr. Lucas' lawyers
to find out all they could about our
defense, and it was our business to

tell the truth, but not to volunteer
any information they did not ask for

or know how to get. So, in spite of

the fact that we were allowing our-
selves to be put in a false position, we
answered correctly all questions put
to us, and stated that we had not the
documentary proof of the facts in this

particular Instance, but had taken the
sutement of Mr. Cotsworlh. They did

not even a^k us why we had taken his

statement, and we did not give our
reasons.

Strictest Investigation Possible.

But why did we not have further

proofs, or documentary evidence of

these particular facts? Simply be-

cause we believed that all such evi-

dence was on confidential files at Vic-

toria, and it would be impossible to

get it without an order of the court.

Mr. Cotsworth had told us what and
where the documents were, and in

all the multitude of other cases where
we could get the proofs, we had not
once found that he had advised us
wrongly. Our claim is that we had
made the strictest investigation pes- •

slble to us, and even in this case, we
were, and are still, prepared to "sub-
stantiate the statements made." (Ap-
plause.) I told them so at our exam-
ination, though Mr. Bowser did not
quote that part of my evidence from
the Orpheum platform. Now, how
could we do it?

Listen, gentlemen. There has been
some little commotion in political cir-

cles in Manitoba lately. (Laughter
and applause.) There was a com-
mission appointed some time ago
to enquire into the doings of certain

gentlemen in control of the legrisla-

"Nezt morning I said to a
friend, who was surprised to see

me alive, and who asked what I

thought of the speech, 'It con-
sisted of three parts: one-third

gallery play, one-third abuse of
Cotsworth and the ministers, and
one-third distortion of details and
complete evasion of the main Is-

sues.' These three parts were
equal to the whole, which was a
gallant attempt to deceive the
public on issues vital to the life

of. the whole country."

ture, and Justice Mathers was chair-

man of that commission. Suppose
that five years from now certain ques-
tions arise as to what actually took
place In the work of that commission.

questions hivolvlng some of the wit-

nesses examined before it. Would It

not be considered good proof as to

the facta to put Judge Mathers, chair-

man of that commission, on the wit-

ness stand under oath, and have him
testify as to what took place? Would
his sworn testimony not be evidence
acceptable in any court of law? Well,

we are prepared to substantiate our
statements in this paragraph in ques-
tion by putting the chairman of the
commission that examined Mr. Lucas
and recommended his dismissal, on the
witness stand, and having him testify

under oath as to their truth. (Ap-
plause.) The man was certified by the
McBrlde government to the other gov-
ernments of this Dominion as an ex-

pert of unusual ability and experience
and he presented to us credentials far

greater than any the McBride govern-
ment could ever give him If it existed

till doomsday. So we accepted his

statement, and were prepared, and
are still prepared to put him on oath
as our leading witness. (Applause.)
But wait a minute. We had no docu-
ments on this point then, for we be-

lieved it impossible for us to get
thorn without an order of the court,

but since then Mr. Cotsworth hss dis-

covered that he still has in his pos-
session several documents that bear
out his statements. <Loud applause.)
These havr ;il ready been sworn to and
placed In evidence, and will go far to

prove our case It it is ever allowed
to go before the judge. I need not
discuss their contents, the court can
do that when the time comes. But
here is a document I am going to

risk quoting tonight. You may re-

member that last May Messrs. Lucas
& Lucas published a long letter in the
"News-Advertiser" the bulk of which
was certain extracts from the evidence
of Messrs. Harkness, Stillman anfl

myself. Now, I had always under-
stood that to publish such evidence
while a case was still before the court,
was gross contempt of court. ("Hear,
hear!") So thought the members of

our Union, and some legal gentlemen
we consulted, but evidently we were all

wrong, else the custodian of law and
Justice in British Columbia, even the
attorney-general, has repeated the
offense in a desperate attempt to gain
political advantage at our expense.
At any rate I'm going to risk my free-

dom by following his professional ex-
ample, and quoting a few sentences
from the sworn evidence of Mr. Alex-
ander Lucas, M.P.P., at his examina-
tion the same day as ours. I may
possibly be committing contempt of
court, but I have good i>recedent, and
If I happen to land in the dock, I

shall demand that the attorney-gen-



eral of this province stand beside me
on the same charge. (Laughter and
applause.

)

Peculiar Admissions.

Remember that those six and a half
lines for which the action is taken,
state that Mr, Alexander Lucas was
compelled to resign from his post of
travelling assessor "in December,
1909, on account of neglect of his
duties, and a timber deal by which he
pocketed about )10,000. He had left
his post and journeyed to Vancouver,
in spite of repeated refusals of leave
of absence to put through the deal."
Quite naturally Mr. Lucas does not
agree with us upon all these details
(laugrhter) else he would not have
started an action for libel. He point-
blank denies that he was compelled to
resign by the commission, or that his
resignation was even discussed with its

members when they met him in Nel-
son. But Immediately after this he
makes some peculiar admissions. He
was asked—"Did they make any ob-
jections to your leaving your post at
Nelson and journeying to Vancou-
ver?" Ans. No, never a word.

Q. Had you received any compla'.nts
from your department as regards
that? Ans.—Occasionally I would
have a letter finding fault with my
leaving without leave of absence.

Q. Yes? A. I think two or three
times in 8 or 9 years.

Q. Would there be any objection to
your coming to Vancouver?

A. Coming to Vancouver? Yes.
That was the objection that I had
from Mr. Tatlow, and from Mr. Mc-
Killlgan as representing Mr. Tatlow.

Q. Mr. McKllllgan would be rather
the head of that department at Vic-
toria, would he? A. Yes, he was my
immediate superior officer.

Q. And did you keep any copies of
your reply? A. No.

Q. You think that not more than
three of such letters were written to
you? A. Three or four, I don't re-
collect any more.

Q. Well, would it be unfair to say
that there might be possibly as many
as half a dozen? A. Oh, yes, there
might be, yes.

Q. It would not take you by surprise
if there were half a dozen or a dozen?
A. Well, a dozen would surprise me,
yes.

Q. How does It come that there was
need of so many? Did you uphold
the position that you were taking
of leaving, or were you justified?
A. How do you mean?

Understanding with Sir RicUord.

Q. Well, supposing on letter number
one being written to you saying that

you have left when you should not,
how was It that there was need of
letter number two? Did you say ''X

have not done wrong"? A. I don't
think there would be any more than
three or four, when I really left, >ou
see. I have applied for leave when I

did not get leave of absence. Now I
had an understanding, or I explained
the matter to Sir Richard McBrlde,
and I had his authority to leave
when I wanted to, so long as I

would account for the time.
Q. So your understanding was with

the premier? A. Yes.
Q. So, therefore, you could disre-

gard Captain Tatlow and Mr. McKll-
llgan? A. I could, but I did not wish
to.

Q. Well, without breaking fal^h?
A. Yes, I would be in good standing
with the government even if I did.

(Laughter.)
Q. And did they accept that as a

sufficient excuse? A. Mr. Tatlow
wrote me a letter stating he did not
remember It. I had some understand-
ing with Mr. Tatlow.

Q. Yes? A. But he said he did not
remember making it.

Q. Yes? A. Then afterwards I saw
him and had a conversation with him.

Q. And what was the result of the
conversation? A. The result of it was
that he said it was all right, only it

was a bad example to set to the
other members of the civil service,

and he did not approve of it.

Q. And to your immediate superior
Mr. McKllllgan?

A. I don't remember. He said if

I would apply he would always rec-
ommend it, and I would get It; and
it was only a matter of form anyway.

Q. He said that In a letter? A.
'No, that would be in a conversation.

Q. And he understood that the jus-
tification was your arrangement with
Sir Richard McBrlde? A. He under-
stood that was what I claimed.

Q. Did he agree to that? A. I don't
know whether he did or not, out I

suppose he did. It did not make any
difference to me. (Laughter.)

Q. It did not make any difference
to you? A. No.

Q. And Mr. McKllllgan could go his
own way about It? A. Sure. (Laugh-
ter.)

Journeys to Vancouver.

Q. Now. was one of these journeys
to Vancouver made in regard to the
timber deal? A. No.

Q. None of them? A. Not that I
can think of.

Q. Well, you were absent in re-
gard to the timber deal? A. Yes, but
I think I had leave of absence every
time in connection with that. I was
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absent twice to my knowledKe accord-
ing to what I remember now.

Q. And where did you go in regard
,

to that timber deal? A. To Vancou-
ver. (Loud laughte..)

Q. And anywhere else? A. No.
Q. And with whom were you deal-

ing? A. Oh, I was uot dealing with
anybody.

Q. Well, what I mean— A. It was
In connection with the timber denl,
but I was not making the timber deal.

Q. Whose deal was it? A. I' vas
a deal made between my sons :.ci.lng

for Mr. Newell and Mr. J. A. Dewar.
Q. And you were there? A. I was

interested In the thins sufficiently
that I liked to be here, and I was here
on both occasions.

Q. I see that there Is a mention of
the sum of $10,000 that you got? A.
Well, I did not get It. My sons got
more than that, though. (LauRhter.

)

Q. And do you know how much
your sons got out of it? A. I don't
know exactly, but I know it was more
than $10,000.

Q. $20,000? A. Oh, no. It was
something In the neighborhood oC
$1«,000, I think, but I don't unow
the exact amount.

Q. How long was it before you re-
signed that these commissioners vis-
ited you? A. Well. I have been try-
ing to think that over, .and as nearly
as my recollection can go. It must
have been in November or December
when they visited Nelson.

Q. So it was only a short time be-
fore your resignation? A. Yes. Well,
it was before I quit finally.
He then states that he "had been

calculating to quit for IS months,"
and had so Informed Sir Richard Mc-
Brlde, who was not the minister of
that department.

Question 199 then ask —"Who was
the minister of the depa ent then?"
A. Mr. Tatlow was at t xt particular
time.

Q. Did you communicate with Mr.
Tatlow about your resignation? A.
I think I did later on.

Peculiar Type of Servant.

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have quoted
those questions and answers without
doing any violence to the context
which I have only omitted because I

cannot take up your time. But I
think these sworn statements of Mr.
Lucas* clearly prove that he was a
very peculiar type of civil servant.
(Applause.) He had a private ar
rangenient with Premier McBrlde
that permitted him to flout the orders
of his immedi.Tte superior, Mr. Mc-
KiUlgan, and Capt. Tatlow, the min-
ister of that department. He left his
post when It suited him in spite of

remonstrance from both these men;
he came twice to Vancouver to help
put through a timber deal which
brought $12,000 Into the family
purse. (Laughter.) He was Inter-
viewed by the commission of which
Mr. Cotaworth was chairman. In the
month of November or December anil
he later wrote the minister of finance
re his resignation which took effect,

that same month of December, as wo
have stated. (Applause.) These are
his own admissions under oath, and
I assure you that if he ever permits
this case to get Into court, the docu-
ments in o:ir possession will abund-
antly account for the points wherein
he contradicts our published state-
ments. (Loud applause.)

I may add here also that when
Messrs. Lucas & Lucas wrote their
letter to the "News-Advertiser" In
May last, they adroitly Induced the
public to believe that they had Issued
a writ for Mr. Cotsworth, and could
not set the case down for trial until
his stateiiient of defense had been
filed. Therefore, the Idea was that
we were holding back the case. But
the truth was that they had not served
Mr. Cotsworth with any writ, and It

was not until ten days later, as he
stood at the back of this hall, hcside
me at our last meeting here, that Mr.
Cotsworth received a writ. And It

was then two weeks too late to set the
rase down for trial before September.
(Applause.) Rut September h.is come
and gone, and they have made not a
move to bring on the trial. The whole
thing so f.<jr has been a hold bid for
public opinion, and If that case
reaches court before the next election
It seems to me that we ourselves will
have to force the Issue. (Applause.)

Attack on Mr. Cotsworth.
And now I want to say a word re-

garding Mr. Bowser's attack on Mr.
Cotsworth. That attack, made on a
man who was refused a ticket to Mr.
Bowser's meeting and three times re-
fused admittance at the door, needs
to be exposed for what It is; though I
Insist that *Moscs Is not the issue.**

("H. r. hear!") It consists of two
mail charges. First, that Mr. Cots-
wort ri himself was a land-grabber,
ex.TCtly like those whom we have ex-
posed In this pamphlet. Second, that
he used tinfalr and underhand meth-
ods to dispo.sseps honest pre-emptors
from their holdings, that he himself
might .«ecuie them. Xow. sir, T say
fairly and squarely that both these
charges are utterly and contemptibly
false. CLoud applause.) Strong lan-
guage, you say. Yes, but I am going
here and now to prove It. and, when
an attack like this has been made
on a man's character, and the

10
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good name of hl8 whole family,
weak and watery terms are not In
order. (Applause.) Mr. Bowser makes
the first of these charges against Mr.
Citsworth on page 21 of his spcec' In
thtse words: "Now, it will be very
Interesting to the Ministerial Union
and their friends ... to know that
one Moses B. Cotsworth was one of
the greatest operators along the line
of this alleged fraudulent method of
obtaining crown lands." And the
crowd who sat on the platform with
him applauded. That statement and
every similar statement about Mr.
Cotsworth's attempts to get land for
his family is founded on the deliberate
falsehc ;i nn the previous page— I can
find no other word than "falsehood"
for It— (a voice. "There's a shorter
word!" and loud laughter) where
Mr. Row.ser asserts that we have
statvu In our pamphlet that the stak-
ing of land by means of an agent is
fraudulent. Twice over in the same
paragraph he makes the as.sertion.
Speaking of the passing of the 1907
amendment, which provided for such
staking of land, he says (page 20):
"Xow Mr. Cotsworth states that that
was a fraud," and again, "Mr. Cots-
worth said, or the Ministerial Union,
that because this was done, and pow-
ers of attorney were taken, that I here-
fore a fraud is committed upon the
Oovernment." But neither Mr. Cots-
worth nor the Ministerial Union ever
said any such thing. Never. 'Ap-
plause.) We distinctly state on page 7
"f "The Crisis" that this method itt

securing land was ni.Tde legal in 1907,
iind we take the lonscst paniMrraph on
the page to describe exactly what we
meant when we speak of fraudulent
staking. We did state that this opened
llie diior to the real fraud whUh Is
the staking of land liy 11,, use of
"<lunimy nunios" in tlioii.saiKls of
acres for one and tlio same indiviilnnls
or i'orporations. That is the frniid.
and we cite the cases in which both
the Supreme Courts of H. C. and
C.Tnada decided it is so. (Api)lause.)
The laws of the Province provide for
iny man staking land for bfma-fjde
settlers up to 610 acres for each, but
no more, and according to that Mcises
n. Cotsworth had a perfect right to
secure more than twice the amount he
(lid seoire fi - himself and the grown-
up members of his family. (Applause, i

Yet Mr. Bowser deliberately labored
throughout his speech to produce the
impression that Mr. Cotsworth h;ul
obtained his small mreage of land by
the selfsame methods as the men
wbo evaded the law and fraudulently
secured their thousands and tens
of thousands of acres. (t"ries of
"Shame!")

Honest Pro-cmptors.
Xow, wliut of the charge that Mr.

ColHwortli trle«l to dbpossess honest
|)rc-eni|>toi'H that he might get holil
of ihrir InniU?
The Attorney-General makes sever-

al statements In this connection. He
assert.s th:\t .Mr. Cotsworth did not
inform the Ministerial Union that he
had located these lands; that si.v years
ago he tiavelb il at the public expense
out to Qualf iiio to locate land for him-
self and famUy: that he u.sed the pio-
Mnciiil constable at Alberni, named
Co.\-, MS Jill agent to cancel the pre-
emption of a .Mr. Wall, that he him-
self might get it. He also a.'iserts

that .Mr. Cotsw.irth did his best to
cancel the lioklings of CJharles H. Noot
and (!uy list id. N"e-,v In tne first place,
.Mr. Cotswoitli informed our commit-
tee right at the start of our investi-
gations that he had purchased these
lands for himself and his famil.N-, as
he had a perfect right to do. Also I
have here the cr)rresi)ondence between
.Mr. Cotsworth and -Air. II. C. Uay.son,
government agent at Alberni, as well
as numerous other letters regan'Ing
the lands pure based by Mr. Cotsworth,
all (overiii;^ a sii:i( e of time from 1909
to 1912. I spent a day and a half
going (an fully through the whole
thing, and I Ii:i\e .Mr. Cotsworth's as-
suranci" that he Is willing to pl.ice the
whole correspondence in the hamls of
any Impartial committee of men for
examlnatioi). (.Applause.) I'rmii be-
ginning to end there Is not one thing
but Is i.erle.-tlv legal and perfectly
straightforw.ird ;md aboveboard in all
the.^-e transactions. (Loud appl.-iese.)
K'oni first to last he acted in
close cc i,sMltatit,n with and on the
.'i<lvi<(> or the Hepartment of I,ands
through Its agent at All)erni. Both
he .iMiI the government agent io tej
in .1 perfei tly honorable and leif.d way
aKordlm; to this eorrespondenee. In
three difrVrent letters, dated October,
May and Julv, 1909-1910, Mr. Cots-
worth aslis the agent's advice upon
certain points. Insisting hat "only the
right thing must be d(me." Here are
letters In whieh the agent gives him
advbe as to where there is suitable
land to 1)0 had. and enclosing sketch
M.aps of wiial is vacant and unsur-
veyed. They are dated July and -Aug-
ust, 191(9. They advi.se him that he
can make aM>lic.(tion for his friends
up to the extent of 640 acre? each,
but no more.

Not lit I'lildic Expense
H«r(> lite two letters of Mr. Cols-

Minlh (o the .MemlM<r of Parliament
for that (on'<li|nc>iiey anil the Deputy
f'oniinlssliiner of TdimK dated f>by.
nth and. July I'lith. 1910. definitely
showing that .Mr. Cotsworth had gone
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to see that land when on his holidays,
and therefore, not at the public ex-
pense, as a re-rrading commissioner,
as Mr. Bowser states. (Applause.)
Here Is a letter published .since the

Orpheun speech of Mr. Bowser, pub-
lished in the "Daily Province" of Au-
gust «th. by Charles A. Cox. former
constable at Alberni, In which he flat-
ly denies the attorney-genernl's refer-
ence to him and the land of Thog.
Wall. He says: "I am the Individual
referred to. and I wish to denv abso-
lutely ever stalling an acre of land for
Moses B. Cotsworth or any other Cot.s-
worth, or ever acting a.s agent for Jlr.
Cotsworth, or anyone else, either di-
rectly or Indirectly." fLoiid applau e iHere Is a letter of 20th (Jctober.
1909. from the government agent at
Alberni, advising Mr. Cot.sworth that
'•in the past people have taken up pre-
eir.ptions and have held them for
>ears and not paid any taxes or done
any work, and if they sell for a good
irfce they will pay up, I.ut if not
they simply let them go until they
are cancelled." It state.s that if heknows of any land "that l.s viuant or
can be cancelled" he will let him
know. On the same date he advised
him that the pre-emption of Charles
B. Noot had previously been cancelled
and application had alroadv beenmade to purchase it. But if Mr. Cots-
jv.i-th had tried to cancel it, n.«i .stated
by Mr. Bowser, he would have been
perfectly Justified, because Xoot was
living In Victoria and doi"? nothing
whatever on the lahd. He wouUi <,nly
have anticipated the action of the
nepartment it!=elf when it waked up
ater to the fact that the pre-emption
laws were being evaded in liundn !•=

of cases. Why, last year alone the In-
spection department cancelled 900
pre-emptions and notified an addition-
al 800 pre-emptors that tHev were
liable to cancellation. And this was
only out of 3,600 Inspected.

The Ilstad Holding.
Now a word about Ilstads holding.

This Is another of Mr. Bow.ser's proofs
that Cotsworth was an underhand rob-
ber of the poor pre-emptor. Mr Cots-
worth, like any man with an ounce of
brains, wanted, if possible, to get the
land for his family all to-ether, so
that it could be developed effectivelyWhen he secured the fir.=t lots, with
tre government agent's advic. he
found he had no outlet whatever to
the ."ast. .9ome pieces of land that
were not being developed lav between
him and the shore, amongst them a
hundred acres applied for .as pre-
emption by Guy Ilstad. None of the
conditions were being fulfilled, and
on Xov. 18th, one month after the
eoTemmont agent had adiiscd him of
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the methods of bogna pre-etnpton,
Mr. Cotsworth wrote the agent that
Ilstad hod done nothins and was doing
nothing whatever to secure his land,
and gave notice that he wished to
cancel it. Now Mr. Bowser says that
this proxes Mr. Cotsworth was trying
to cheat a bona-flde pre-emptor out
of his land. He does not tell us that
when complaints were made on II-
studs behalf to both the government
agent and Jlr. Brewster, member of
parliament for that district. Mr. Cots-
worth fully explained the situation,
and made this offer to Ilstad if he
hon"8tly wanted to pre-empt the land.
Here is his letter to Mr. Brewster,
dated Feby. Uth, 1910. He says that
If he buys the land he is "prepared to
give Ilstad every ooportunity, as I
would not allow Injustice to anyone inmy transactions." He will allow 11-
Htad to "choose half of the water
front and clear back what he can, and
for rvery acre he can clear I will not
only give him that acre, but also five
others, thus giving him six acres for
each one he effectively prepares by
his own labor for agricultural use
within four years, up to a distance
of liMir a mile back." And he adds
that if Ilstad falls to make good in
this way. he will pay him the value of
any work done, as may be determined
between them by the local member
of parliament. (Applause.) Now, I
ask if that offer made at the time
is the offer of a dishonest man who
was playing the cheat with both pre-

The attorney-general has repeat-
ed the offense in a desperate at-
tempt to gain political advantage
at our expen.sc.

emptors and government? (Cries of
"No!" and loud applause.) I repeat
again that not only did Mr. Cotsworth
Inform the Ministerial Union com-
mittee of his having taken up these
lands, but his correspondence proves
that he acted throughout with the
advice of the land department, ai.d
both he and the government agent
acted honorably in the whole busi-
ness. (Applause.)

Mr. Cotsn-orthS Record. .

Ladles and gentlemen, listen. This
Mr. Cotsworth is the man who was
specially accredited by the McBrlde
govet-nment to almost every govern-
ment In this Dominion as the expert
they were "employing for special work
on account of his e.xceptlonal ability
and experience." Here Is the letter
which so described him to Premier
Roblin of Manitoba. I read it on this
platform before. This Is the man who
a.ssisted the Dominion government In
the work of civil service reform and



Jn drafUn» the Canadian AnnulUea
Act. Thla Is the man who was ulect-
ed by English chambers of commorce
and the British government to p^lst
them In railway legislation an^ who
Is author of the greatest book on
Railway Rates" in Great Britain to-

day. This in the man wl)o was elected
to a fellowship in their ranlts by the
Geological Society or England; whom
tilt British Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science delighted to
honor with a place on their pro-
gramme in 1906; and whom Premier
McBride chose to set for"r the claims
of British Columbia in this souvenir
booklet presented to the members of
that asFoclatlon when they met In
Winnipeg in 1910. Yet Mr. Bowser
has nothing better to say of h.m than
that he Is 'a very meddlesome old
man." "an adventurer from London "
and lnsist.<9 that he has stultified his
whole career by suddenly becoming a
dishonest grafter, c looter of the pub-
lic domain, and an underhand thief
of the rights of <he honest settler

This is the man who has travelled
the globe In his researches Into ancient
and modern systems of time, andwhose work on calendar reform was
endorsed by th- Royal Society of Can-
nda on the motion of Sir Sanfsrd
Fleming and Dr. Wilfrid Campbell,
the poet. Here is the late Sir Sand-
ford Fleming's original letter statirg
the facts a- d congratulating Mr. Cots-
worth un his sucL-ess. (Applause.)
The whole council of the Royal
Society met Premier Borden onJune 7th, 1912, secured his en-
•lorsation of the scheme, and thegovernor general was requested tobring the matter before the imperial
government as "a benefit of the ut-most importance to the whole civil-
ized world." I quote from the petition
or the Royal Society. Other great mensuch as President Hadley of Yale
c-.-tmllle Flammarion, the famous as-tronomer of PHrls, Sir Oliver Lodge,
Sir Norman Lockyer. Lord Avebury
and other great scientists of Europehave advocated this reform, but the

r'''''R7„*'^"'!;if
°' *''•' attorney-general

o. British Oolmnbla dismisses thewhole subject with the sneering re-mark that it is "a change In the West-
minster Almanac" needed to give MrCotsworth more time to steal landfrom pre-emptors. (Laughter andloud .applause.) Mr. Chairman, you
Will pardon me for spending time on
these poinds, but I think It is u.^ to
oursrives. as well as to Mr. Cotsworth,
to state the actual facta. (Applause.)
Mr. Bowser has seen fit to demean
him.«.elf and the provincial governmentma most contemptiljie attack on a manWhom the erea.tfcst brait.s of the world

have chosen to honor, and who, but
for his sterling Integrity, could have
been as wealthy today as some of our
British ('olumbia aristocracy. (Laugh-
ter and applause.) That nUack baa
been used as the last weapon
of political desperation because the
"spokesman of the government"
dared not face the real issue. Mr.
Bowser has been forced to admit that

worth is not the issue, but he
lilies him in because he says the char-
acter of the witness affecU hla evi-
dence. That is true, but the effect
is directly opposite to what Mr. Bow-
se.- tries to produce. It is Just because
>' '! character of Mr. Cotsworth is
riKht in Hne with his great ability that
we are prepared to stand by him, and
It will take much more than the cow-
ardly and contemptible attack made
on both him and his family to dis-
credit him or ti i.:set the mass of
evidence he has ,>1 iced In our hands.
(Loud applause.) So I advise Mr.
Bowser to say nothing more about
Mr. Cotsworth in this discussion. If
he and his colleagues have no other
arguments to bring forth, let them
henceforth never menti.n the name
of Moses. (Laughter.) The one way
to prove their case and upset the evi-
dence against them is to give the in-
vestigation we demand on behalf of
the people of the province. Since the
Orpheum speech of Mr. Bowser there

Our claim Is that wc made the
strictest Investigation possible to us
and even In Uils case we were auil
are .still prepared to "sub.stantiatc I

the statements made." '

is no other method left open. (Pro-
'orgcd applause.)

"Best Possible Defence"'
And now lo show the value of thib

"best possible defer .e" the govern-
ment can make, wiiere it touches the
details of our pamphlet. For I want
you to notice particularly that Mr.
Bowser r.volds the main issues and
discusses only the aetails ^^ have
used as illustrations i.-f o ntcn-
tions. I begin with the la. epart-
ment.
Take first, what seems to be the

nio^t damaging refutation of our
statement regarding the work of the
agricultural commission. On page 17
of his speech the attorney-general
flatly contradicts what we have said
about the returns made to the com-
mission by the twenty-nine assessors
of the province. No^/ just what is our
charge in this matter? On pages 4
and 26 we show that the statement
made by Mr. Ross, minister of lands,
that there are 4,500,000 acres of land



•till avalluble for settlement within
three miUa of railways In this prov-
ince, cannot be correct because 20
out of the 29 \s8«ssors In the prov-
ince did not report any land suitable
and available for aKrIculturnI pur-
poses within 20 miles of a railway or
waKKon road throughout the whole
province. Now, I want to fnnkly ad-
mit that the actual wording wt- have
used on page 4, has. quite uncon-
sciously on our part, been left open to
objection, and has provided Mr. Bow-
ser with a loop hole out of which he
squirms ad-oltly to cloud the actual
fact. Hut on page 26 we have stated
the fact clearly and correctly, and Mr.
Bowser himself confirms the state-
ment. It Is not verbally accurate to
say that 20 out of 29 actually report-
ed no such lands left In their districts,
but the actual fact Ir that 20 out of 29
<IW not report any land suitable and
available fc»- cultivation, within 20
miles of a raiJroid or waggon road In
their districts. The fact that certain
small acreages may have been pre-
empted since in three of those dis-
tricts does not refute our statement
or dlminLsh Its value aa proof of the
main charge. Kcro arp llio abstracts
majle <liroct from the orleinal returns
sent in to the commission, and they
prove absolutely what we state on
page 26 of "The Crisi.s"—that In the
jear 1913. only 9 ouc of 29 provincial
assessors reported any land avail.ible
for settlement within 20 miles of a
railroad or waggon road In the whole
of Rrltish Polumhia. a>oud applau.se.)
Also they give as their total estimate
of land suitable for agriculture with-
in that FMdius only 824.654 acres.
That i.s our reason for saying that
Mr. Koss" estimates of 4.500.000 with-
in three miles of railways Is entire-

VitU|>oratlon I.s not arj>;iiment,
and wo arc quite lont nt to deal
with the facts. Certaiiilv we arc
not golnsr to be dragj^ul into any
•de is.sucs; the main Issue Is too

va.st./ important and the people
have brains enough to sec on which
side the real argimicnt lies.

ly without foundation. (Applnu.se.

)

Here are the abstracts proving our
statement, and Mr. Bowser's speech,
while pretending to be a refutation is
really a confirmation of our argu-
ment. If we are wrong" then why did
the government refuse to print the
"returns" in full when the house or-
dered it to be done? ("Hear, hear!")
Here are the "Votes and Pro-
ceedings" of the la.st session of
the assembly and on 19th Feb-
ruary an order of the house was

granted on motion of Mr. Parker Wil-
liams that these "returns" be brought
down, but the order was dls -egarded.
Fifteen days later—when the house
was closing—l>reniler McBrlde stated
that there had not been time to get
them ready. Now. Mr. Chairman, be-
fore Mr. Bowser or anyone else scys
anything more upon this point I chal-
lenge him or the government to pub-
lish In full those returns made by the
assessors in answer to question 11 of
the Ko, •'I Commission. That will set-
tle the qucstlo' as to wiiether we are
right or • t-itiK- (Applause.)

Perhaps Memory Poor.
But Mr. Bowser produces an affida-

vit of the secretary of the commission
on agriculture In which he swears that
"no one but Mr. Cotsworth ever ex-
amined the returns sent in by provin-
cial assessors, and ne. her he, nor
anyone else, ever made a copy of those
returns." Now, I would not for a
moment accuse the secretary of mak-
ing a false affidavit. I mean that
But I am forced to say that in mak-
ing this affidavit the secretary must
certainly have overlooked or forgot-
ten Hume (if the fact.s. Here are the
abstracts made by Jlr. Cotsworth In
the office of the secretary which fully
cover the points in dispute. And we
are f-..lly prepared to prove that a
full copy of th.ae returns was made
by another gentleman before our pam-
phlet was printed, and Mr. Cotsworth
clie( kod off his own abstract with this
gentleman's copy, (.-^piilause.

)

Again, the secretary, according to
Mr. Bowser, swears that pages 352
and :153 of the Commission's Report
contains "a complete and correct trans-
mission of the provincial assessor's and
deputy assessor's" returns to the com-
mission. Now. I will not again take
up the points we have made regarding
Nelson and Lillooet districts which
have not been answered by Mr. Bow-
ser or anyone else, though desperate
attempts have been made. But I will
ask the secretary and Jlr. Bowser Just
one question that applies to both
pages. If this is "a complete and cor-
rect transmission" of the returns why
are the figures for New Westminster
district entirely left out on page 352;
and why are those for Slocan district
also entirely missing on page 353?
These figures are all here in the ab-
stracts, but they are not In the pub-
lished report. 'Applause.) When
tht-.se genlieiiien have an.sv.ered that
question I have just 25 other ques-
tions awaiting them regarding these
two pages, and Mr. Cotsworth did not
suggest one of them. (Laughter and
applause.)

v

Before I pass on, let me here point
out a peculiar touch which has cast
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such an air of myatery over aome of
our atatementa. On page 18 of hla
speech, Mr. Bowaer makea an appar-
ently aucceaaful attempt to rebut our
Htiitcmcnt that "about 90 per cent of
the available agricultural landa of thla
province have been alienated from the
people." He aaaerta that "over 5o per
cent of the estimaloil intrlcultural land
In this province atlll belongs to the
t'rown." Hut what on earth has the
•estimated" agricultural land got to
do with the question? We are tnlklng
(•bout land suitable nnd "available"
for agriculture. The Dominion census
returns give 22.618,000 acres as the
total area pos.slble of cultivation In
the province (lauRhtpr), but hov
much of that Is "available" or "ec-
cesslble" today Is a very differ -nt
question. (Applause.) And we
must not forget that Mr. Bowser re-
peatedly claims that landn not yet
Crown-granted, even though they are
sold, are still In pi (.session of the
Crown. Therefore his talk about 50
per cent of the "estimated" agricul-
tural land still being held by the
Crown is simply evading and becloud-
ing the whole Issue. Throughout the
whole speech this practice of dodging
from one set of figures or ideas to an-
other is constantly In evidence. (Ap-
plause.) It tiuiy deceivi! the general
public but not the man who knows
the facts. Our statement that 90 per
cent, of the "available agricultural
land" ha.x been alienatea from the
people .still holds "or.d, tor Mr.
liowser has deliberatt • avoided the
is.sue. (Loud applause.)

Treincn«lou.s Land-Grabbing.
Then he speak f the Land Act

Amendment of . . which we main-
tain opened the door to the tremen-
rt"u.s land -grabbing of the following
.V ar.s. Does he deny it? No. He
immediately switches off by decLaring
that staking by agent had gone on
for years before, and always had been
tlie law, also that the Liberals said
nothing about it at the time. If this
had always been lawful in previous
years, will Mr. Bowser kindly produce
the statute permittirs it? <"Hear,
hoar!" and applause.) If it was
lawful before, why enact a special
amendment in 1907 to make it legal?
-AS to what the Liberals did or did not
do at that time. Mr. Bowser and they
can thresh the question out between
them, but I find here in the "Jnurn.a!!!
of the I - 'Islatlve Assembly" for 1907.
pages e to 120. that this very bill
was debated for thre - ui»,o on the
second reading, two days in commit-
tee and again two days In the house.
There were no less than four divisions
before the bill was passed, and Mr.
John Oliver has publicly stated that.

when he opposed thla very amendment
becuuHo it would lead to wild specu-
lation In Crown lands, Mr. Bowser re-
plied, "The apeciilator must have a
chance." (Applause.)

niiolfttalo Hpctulntlon.

Now, I have lately discovered a
rather interesting point In thla very
connection. I have here an extract
from the "Victoria Times" of January
25th, 1912, which states thi.t the re-
vising commlssiiiners of the stututea
in 1911 did their work during the ab-
sence of Mr. BoT.ser in Kngland, and
in revising .sfction 159 of the Land
Act they so framed It that it would
have "ffectlvely stopped the wholesale
Hpeculutlon in lands by means of these
powers of attorney. But when Mr.
Bowser retun.ed he announced that
"this would have to be cut out of the
statutes," and later he Introduced a
new section, which by skilful wording
allowH the speculator to sell and trans-
fer lands before he has acquired a
title. Now, here is the copy of the
l..and Act as revised in 1911, which I
obtained from the Land O'ice, and
the new wording as change! by Mr.
Bowser Is pasted over the section as
printed l>y the revising commissionera
in his absence. (Laug|iter and ap-
plau.se.) I have taken the <>ip|n!on
of thrt'c well-known lawyers upon
this point and they sust ..n the argu-
ment of the "Victoria Times." Mr.
Bows defends his action regarding
this nendmcnt by stating on page 20
that there was no demand for land
in 1907. and it was not until some
time after that the movement in land
became active, also attributing to us
the false statement that "the old
method of securing land has been
done away with." We never said so,
iiut we do maintain that this "one-
line amendment" gave full swing to a
tremendous increase in staking of
lands, and urged on a land-,!rrabbing
boom that had begun a yea:- before
and grew to the proportions ot a wild
raid on the lands of this province in
the next three years. (Applause.) Mr.
Bo.ss, Minister of Lands, gives In the
"Journals" of 1912. page 21, the
areas of land sold in each year from
1905 to 1911 inclusive. Here It
is. and this proves that the ap-
plications to purchase !and In 1906
were 450 per cent, more than in 1905.
Hut after the ;i(ncndmcnt of 1907 the
real exploitation began. We have
shown in our pamphlet how 2,274,560
acres were staked in the next three
years by 117 men. But Mr. Bowser
denounces us because, according to
him (on page 27) "then was only
929,000 acres for which records were
issued." He docs not say what he



mean* by "records" but h« laahes the
Minlaterlal Union one* more with a
whip of Mrcaam. "W« have apared no
pains to verify the aUtemente made."
Now, let us see who has verified the
facts. We state that these men sUked
2,374,560 acres of land which Is re-
corded In the B. C. Gazettes for those
thit'e years. Mr. Bowser says that
only 829,000 acres were recorded, ad-
roitly sufrsestlnK to the public that
this was the total land sold In those
three years. Now, I thank Mr. Bow-
ser for brln^lns up this point, for It

gives me the opportunity of frankly
confessing that while we are quite
correct In giving these figures as the
area staked by these men In those
three years, we are entirely wrong In
assuming that they represent the ac-
tual sales In that period. Mr. Ross
when he gave the figures for the years
1904 to 1911 which I have already
referred to gave the total for the th-.ee
years 1908-1910 as 2,832.773 acres, or
558,213 acres more than we quote ai
being staked. (Applause.) Over half
a million acres more than we men-
tion, and nearly a million more than
Mr. Bowser says was recorded. A iln
I thank him for the correction. 1 ud
app'ause.

)

Some - :owser Figures.

Take another sample of the attor-
ney-general's verification. On page
28 he says distinctly that In the past
twelve years only two mllllonc of acres
have been Crown-granted, "while
1,300,000 acres have been located by
pre-emptors." Now according to
Hon. Mr. Ross' figures ( •Journals"
for 1912, page 21), he Is 556,309 acres
short on the Crown-grants to purchas-
ers, while only 705,080 pre-emptions
were deeded, and no man knows how
many of those pre-emptions he says
were located have already been aban-
doned or cancelled. I have shown you
by the Minister of Lands' report that
last year alone 25 per cent of those
Inspected were cancelled and another
22 per cent were liable to cancellation.
As a matter of fact this report gives
a total of 3,552,942 acres as having
been deeded during the past 12 years,
so Mr. Bowser Is entirely wrong In his
ngures. (Applause.) Apraln, he says
the government has agreed to sell
less than 5,200,000 acres in the last
10 years, but Mr. Ross again con-
tradicts him, for in his speech of
January last In the house on page 9
he gives the figures as 22,509 more
than Mr. Bowser quotes, and over
4,900,000 acres of this has Rone
since the passlni; of the 1907 amend-
ment. (Applause.) The fact is these
two gentlemen, the minister of lands
and the minister of agriculture, can-

not aeem to agrea upon anything r«-
latlng to their own records and the
Ministerial Union has to step In to
correct them both. (Loud laughter
and applause.) Here Is another
example. Mr. Bowser acourges us
heavily on page 26 for stating that
the B. C. Oaiet e for October Srd.
1912, covers at<pllcatlons advertised
in one week only. He states that we
say 1051 appllcatlo j for lands
amounting to 492,414 acres were made
In one week only. Now, the gentle-
man Is wrong even . quoting both
sets of figures, and in the interpreta-
tion he puts on our statement. He
makes the area about 30,000 acres
more than we give, in fact he seems
incapable of quoting figures correctly
even with the printed pamphlet In his
hands. (Laughter.) What we say la

that the record of applications pub-
lished in a single weekly Issue of the
Gazette Is 1052 applications for 464,
996 acres. And there Is no other way
of putting It without falling into the
grievous error Mr. Bowser has made
without seeming conscious of It. Just
because what he says about advertise-
ments running for several weeks Is

true, if you take more than one week's
issue you get all tangled up with over-
lappings, and make statements entire-
ly false. The attorney-general gives
us a perfect illustration of this. He
ridicules us for qtinting James Scott as
having staked 74,000 acres of land,
when ac'ording to Mr. Bowser he only
Kot 47.000. When I heard Mr. Bowser
make that statement I wondered If

that was one rascally printer's error
that had escaped our utmost vigilance.
But when I looked up the record af-
terwards I saw where Mr. Bowser had
tumbled headfirst into the pit he
had dug for us. (Laughter.) He says:
"In the Gazette of August 8th
and 22nd and Sept. 6th, there was ad-
vertised a total in the name of Scott
of 47,440 acres." (3ulte possibly true,
Mr. Bowser; but In the Gazette of
October 3rd, one week's issue, there
was advertised in the name of James
Scott not simply 47,000 nor 74,000
either, but a total of 75,980 acres.
(Applause.) And here is every
single name he used, the loca-
tion and acreage, the address and
occupation, and even the page of the
Gazette on which each appears. This
is a complete abstract from that one
week's Gazette, therefore it gives ad-
ditional stakings which we did not at
first include because tl y wjre smaller
areas scattered sing over other
pages. 'V/e were not after minor de-
tails, but the main facts. Now, ladlea
and gentlemen, which of us have taken
most pains "to verify every statement
made"? (Loud applause.)
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Sliurnea 8UUirtlcm.
Aiain he aUtea on pava 37 that

land purchaaea In 1914 had fallen to
46,000 acrea, while "pre-emptlona for
the three yeara aurroundinK 1914"
(whatever that meana) waa 1,300,000
acrea. Again he ahufflea from one aet
of atatiatlca to another, for the mln-
later of landa' reporta ahow plainly
that In the laat three yeara the aalea
were 988,884 acrea and the pre-emp-
tlona Crown-granted were only 298,-
208 acrea. (Applauae.)
But llaten to thla from page 28: "I

have thla further atatement to make,
and I make It In all aerlouaneas here,
that no denial has ever been made to
the atatement made by the honour-
able minister of landa In a oubllc
statement that we have today 90,000,-
000 acres of lands under reserve for
the pre-emptor. There is nobody who
has »vcr denied that." Well, ladies
and gentlemen. It was 93,000.000 acres
that the minister of lands stated was
reserved, but 3.000.000 doesn't matter.
(Laughter.) Anyhow, we denied it
in "The Crisis." I denied it on
every platform I have occupied
throughout the province; the Do-
minion census returns denied It. for
they give the total possible farm
lands of this province as only 22,618,-
000 acres. But last rfind greatest of
all, the Hon. W. J. Bowser, attorney-
ircneral of British Columbia, denied
it. (Applause.) Here it is In the
Daily Province of May 7th if this
year: "Nor does it mean that all the
land in the 93,000,000 acres Is fit

fc)r pre-emption, but that throughout
the whole extent of the 93,000,000
acres any land suitable for pre-emp-
tion is available for settlers." (Laugh-
ter.) As I pointed out before, he
might as well have saiti, "The whole
province, from the lUicillewaei Gla-
(ier down to my oyster beds. Is re-
served for pre-emption; and all the
man who wants a pre-emption has to
tlo is to find it. It's somewhere, and
if it isn't there it is somewhere else. '

'Loud laughter.) Yet this is the kind
of argument which the News-Adver-
tiser asserts has absolutely killed "The
<"risls in B. C." Why, gentlemen, the
thing is only beginning to live (ap-
plause), and if you will bear with me
a lltt!e longer this "best possible
defence" of the government will be
roady for burial when I get through
with It. (Loud applause.) I assure
you I shall condense It all I can.

The Hetnze liands.
Now, I want right here, and In the

frankest manner possible, to say that
we have found one real error In our
inmphlet. We discovered It long be-
fore Mr. Bowser made his speech, and
we have not the slightest desire to

hide any miaUk< • have made, ao I
am going to > where the one-
third of one of our statementa U
wrong. On pa^e 6 of "The Criaia"
we say that the government bought
back worthless landa at 40 cents an
acre from the railway companies In
the neighborhood of Nelson, and that
the late Augustus Helnie was bought
out at this rate. Now, It Is a mistake
to say that Helnie'a Interest In theae
lands was purchased, and 1 make Mr.
Bowser and his followers an honest
apology for this error. (Applause.)
It IS the one exception that proves
the rule; and If you read the compli-
cated Hallway Subsidy Act and Agree-
ment of 1912, you will easily see how
we made the mistake. But I have to
offset that with something else, which
further illustrates the attorney-gen-
eral's methods of argument. (Laugh-
ter.)

i will try to state the whole case In
the fewest possible sentences. On
pages 11 to 14 of his speech Mr. Bow-
ser asserts that the government bought
931,786 acres of land from the C. P.
K. and that !•'. Augustus Heinze held a
half interest In 583,000 acres. He says
this was bought at the cheap price of
40 cents an acre at the time when
the government w.is "assessing and
collecting taxes at the rate of 50 cents
an acre." therefore we are entirely
wrong when we say that these lands
were worthless. He is deeply offended
because we suggest that his being soli-
citor for Jir. Heinze In any way af-
fected him in doing his duty by this
province. He asserts that Heinze's
land was not taxable at all till at least
1912. and claims great credit for pass-
ing a law which caused Heinze to be
taxed in 1914.

InvcstlKatcct Scandal.
Now. ladies and gentlemen, I have

here the government records. Includ-
ing the Hallway Subsidy and Lands
Purchase Act of 1912. the Agreement
of sale between the C. P. R. and B.
C. trovernment, the Journals of the
legislature for 1903 with full report
and all the evidence of the select com-
mittee which investigated the scandal
connected with these very lands; the
Journals for 1906, and other docu-
ments, which conclusively prove that
Mr. Bowser is absolutely wrong In
every statement he has made on the
points I have quoted. (Applause.)
Even his llgures are wildly astray.
Here are the actual facts which Iam prepared to discuss with Mr.
Bowser himself. (Loud applau.se.) The
government bought from the C. P. R.
In 1912, certain lands originally grant-
ed to tho Columbia and Western rail-
way in the Boundary country, and to
the B. C. Southern In the Crow's Nest
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dtetrlct. Th« are* purebaMd waa ov*r
four mllliona of acrea Inataad of tll,-

T(( aa Mr. BovMr atatea, and tha or*

der-ln-councll of 8«pt. 4th. 1901,

provca that HeinM'a Interaat waa not

In 683,000 but 643,112, although tha
agreement of 1*11 aaya 416,000. Tha
price paid waa 40 centa an acre, after

remitting all arreara of taxea, which
muBt have been a very great aum. If

Mr. Bowaer'a 60 centa an acre la right;

they also allowed very large timber
limits to be reserved by the company.
No tuxes had ever been collected, for,

on page 14, Mr. Dowser himself ad-
mita thiit "In 1912, the year they

could become taxable, the C. P. R. sold

out to avoid taxation." (Applause.) But
Helnxe's Interest and other large areaa

were taxable from the year 1901, and
here. In the Journals of 1906, page
1?3. Is a resolution declaring that

th' M lands were taxable, and con-

demning the present government for

falling to collect at least $460,000 In

taxes from June, 1903, when they

took oflfloe, till 1908. (Applause.) So
Instead of doing his duty at the proper

time Mr. Bowser failed to do It all the

time he acted as solicitor for Mr.

Helnze. Helnie was taxable from 1901

Instead of 1914, but Mr. Bowser sat

four years In the house as a private

member and six years as attorney-

general before he brought In the act

to tax his former client. (Loud
applause.

)

Only "Mountain Tops."
Again the C. P. R. or the older com-

panies had sold out over three-quar-

ters of a million acres of the best land,

including the Crow's Nest coal fields,

before the government bought what
remained, and Sir Thomas Shaugh-
nessy swore before the select commit-
tee of 1903 that the Columbia &
Western lands along the railway In

the Nelson district were only "moun-
tain tops" while the C. P. R. land
commissioner stated they were "of no
value whatever." Yet this is what
was bought by the government at 40

cents an acre, while, as we have
state^; In the "The Crisis," the Nelson
assessment rolls for 1913 show that
the pick of the land previously secured
by certain speculators is assessed at
an average value of 10 cents per acre.

The taxation on that is 4 per cent.

(Laughter and applause.)
The long discussion of other rail-

ways by Mr. Bowser is beside the
mark. We simply mentioned them on
page 25 in discussing the government
guarantees to the C. N. P. railway
and P. Q. E. railway to show that in

every case where guarantees of bonds
had been given, the government has
had to pay the Interest. (Applause.)
And Mr. Bowser puts a false statement

In our mouth when ha quotea ua aa
aaying they have yet to pay |9I,S30 a
year. We distinctly said this had l)«en
done In ;he past 12 years, and we prove
our statement by page 21 of the public
accounts. Again I ask, who Is best
able to prove all statements made?

PuaalcH Mr. Bowser.
Now, let mo point out to Mr. Bow-

ser something which seems to puislo
him very much. Talking of land for
pre-einptlon on page 30, he assured
us that they have the land but not the
pre-emptor, and he cannot explain
why when pre-emptions are offered
in such places as Malcolm Island.
Nootka Island, and the South Fork of
the Kraser Klver it la not taken. If
he, as minister of agriculture, will turn
up the surveyor-general's report for
last year, he will know all about it.

On page 169 we learn that in Malcolm
Island "the whole Island Is heavily
timbered" with scrubby timber "of
little commercial value" with a "dense
thicket of underbrush through which
It Is difficult to force one's way with-
out the use of a machete." The only
"fairly-open" area Is Jack-pine swamp
In the Interior which needs ditching
and draining. "The cost of clearing
would be very great, probably $300
per acre, and it is not to be expected
that a pre-emptar could make a living
off his land alone for several years."
(Laughter.) On pages 175 and 176
we are told the same regarding
Nootka Island. The area suggested
for settlement is partly "cut up
with rough, rocky knolls and
ridges" and where it is flat It la

"swampy"; the timber is "generally
scrubby". There is not a waggon road
on the Island, and the cost of clearing
will run from $150 to $500 per acre.
The surveyor says: "I would estimate
the cost of clearing at about $300 per
acre on the average." (Laughter and
applause.)
When I came to read the report on

the South Fork of the Fraser, 1

thought that here there was a reason-
able chance to pre-empt decent land,
but I found on looking at the pre-
emptor's map, that practically all that
is at all suitable or accessible Is al-
ready taken, while "beaver-swamps
and sloughs," "swampy land and mus-
keg," "considerable rock and bould-
ers," and flooding from the Fraser
river, are terms that describe much
of the whole area. There are no roads
at all and the surveyor refuses to
prophesy about the agricultural value
of the district. Truck gardening Is

rscommended, with the prairie as the
nearest market. (Lau«;hter.) And,
remember, this Is where the most
of the Hon. Mr. Ross' 4,600,000
acres are reserved for the pre-



•mptur. The Ruverniiicnt haa re-
Bcrved three mlloa wide on each sldo
of the river, but the valley Inalata on
running only from half a mile wide
to iiboui four at the wldfst, between
niountnlnii 7000 to 800' (vet hlih.
(Loud luuKhter.) Ocntl. nen. I do
not think w« need worry mii< h ii8 to
why the MoltliT U ncit frowillriK Into
theae diMtrktii, and It the laenibers of
the Rovernnifnt hal taken half the
patna to verify their Htateriienta that
the mrmbera of the MInlatorlal I'nion
have done, they would not tiiuke auch
rIdlculouH BtatPiiienta on the public
platform. (Applauae.

»

Nrven sola of KUkra.
There la only one other point re-

KardlnK the land that la wonh while
noticing In the apeeeh at the Orphe-
um. Mr. Bowser pours ( opioua ridi-
cule upon our heads b.cin.se we havo
not mentioned that niiiny applications
for land were never inmpleted and
others were ••disnilowed." Of course
there were many disallowed both as
regards land and coal areas. Hut
why? Simply because many "stakers"
In unaurv.yed districts overlapped
each other. I am Informed that In
some coses os many as seven sets of
stakes were found on the same sec-
tions. (Laughter.) Air. Bowser asserts
that not a single application of Jam°.s
Scott was proceeded with. How does he
know? On page 2o he plainly tells us
that the department at Victoria has no
means of knowing Just how much land
a man acting as agent really gets. He
said the same In the house in January,
1912. Has Mr. Bowser gone through
the 75,980 acres staked by Scott, and
checked them up In the books of the
department? He has not, because
he tells us Scott only staked 47,000
acres, whereas I have shown you he
actually staked close on 76,000. Mr
Bowser says Geo. M. Belrnes, who
staked 30,720 acres of coal lands did
not get one acre. But the fact Is, the
B. - Anthracite Co., of Quebec, for
whort. Belrnes acted as staker. got the
whole thing, and have since sold out
to another party. That Is how they
were disallowed. (Applause.)
What does this argument about ap-

plications being dropped amount to?
Mr. Bowser makes much out of If he
takes great credit to the government
that they have sold much land which
they will get back sometime In addi-
tion to keeping the payments already
made. But it simply means this: The
government gladly loaded up the
speculator with all he could seize of
the public lands, and now when the
speculator falls down. Mr. Bowsr
cries, "Olve us the credit because th
other fellow wasn't able to carry awaj
all that we did our best to give him."

It seems to me a case of the burglar'*
accomplice claiming a reward from
hia mu ter because the burglar broke
his np<k dlmblng out of tli.> window
v/lth hlH plunder. (Loud biUKhter and
applause.

)

S|N-<-iiliitlvp oruleM.
Vet the attorney-gencrui glories in

the la<t that the government led In
the Hpeculallvo orgies of la09-I912
He SMys: "We look advantage of tha
land movement of the age. and thosewho purcliiiscd knew exactly what
they were doing. Many of them would
only he too glad to have us pay them
back the no (inla whi. h they depoe.
te,r We Will have the 50 cents, and

if they ,|o not complete we will also
have the land (applause)." That MrChairman, is the .speecii of half thecabinet of the H. (•. government, but

hadth'er "" '" "• «"">•>""" hashad the decen. y to cut out a sentenceor two at the . Ioho of this paragraph.

World report, but everyone heard ItIt was perhaps a sudden Inspiration,
a triumphant outburst that revealed
ho soul of the ,„:,n and the spirit ofthe government ho don,lnate.^, when

Hnn';":';';
7""* """" •-" estate

"

dont think that any firm of real es-tate agents ever e.|ualled us In thiscountrv." „>„., Of "Shame!", Think
<^f It. Hero If. a province which

wZ .r" ..;""'='' •" ^^« bonewith the wildest forms of real estate
,^

''""'-'• "h">-e, in the past few
>e,-,rs men have been swept offtheir feet l,y the cra^e for gettlng-rlch-

nri^ :J " ^""^^'y ""'* business
P.lnclple were flung to the winds ofheaven in the .„ad scramble for wealthwithout work. Flotation schemes
fra' dulent combines, bogu.s trust corn-
panics multiplied on every hand untilthe} totalled over 5000 and then camehe deluge. Honest men aro hurled
Into beggary, widows rr bbed of their
honies, orphans turned adrift, and theRood name of the province damned
throughout the Kmpire, yet the attor-
ney-general, custodian of law and jus-
tice, stands before a Vancouver audl-

boast, that the government of the dayhad actually led the frenzied danceand out-sharked the greatest land-

nu^h? "/ *''"" ''"• ^""1 the most
Pitiable feat.ire of It all was that the

l!^?Z
."" '•'"' platform applauded

oudb' instead of hanging their heads
in shame at the boast, (Loud and
prolonged applause.)

Oystc'r-I)eil Buslncs.s.
'^'ow, sir, let us look Info the oyster-

business. (Laughter.) Mr. Bow-
has now accumulated several

^.guments in defence of his own
position. and in doing so in-

It



forin«4 u* that he hlmMif >a th«
Urseat holdar of thaaa laaaaa. W« did
not pravioualy know he wi ao daaply
intaraatad. Ha plaada that tha buaU
naaa hm» navar paid, and that ha haa
nlnad nothing by It; an arsumant
that wa hava haard befora from Hon.
Price Elllaon In defence of hia Inveat-
menu hi cattle. (Loud laushter.)
But Mr. Bowaer'a real reply to
our charge la that thea«t lenaoa were
(ranted and the reductlona made be-
fore he entered the Kovernment; alao
that the government decided to leaaa
Urge arena at 60 cenu an acre and
amall areoa at a dollar, evidently on
tile principle that It la public property
and the more you take the leaa It
coau. Now, I ahall anawcr both
charirea In one breath. Mr. Bowser
entered the cabinet In 1907. and folio
272 of the provlmlal lease ledgera
shows that on April 6th, 1908, Meusrs.
W. Ellis and L. Kemp secured a lease
of 6S acres at 50 cents an acre, which
Is held In care of Bowser, Keld &
Wallbrldge. This Is one of the smaller
leases, yet It cosU half what Alfred
Markham of Esquimau paid, the year
before, for E6 acres, which Is not
handled by Mr. Bowser's firm. It
was granted the year after he entered
the cabinet. But he assures us on
page 16 thut "Messrs. Kllia and Kemp
and M. O. John have had no con-
nection with our office at all." Well,
ladies and gentlemen, here Is the ab-
stract made direct from the ledgers
by Mr. Cotsworth. (A voice: "He's a
liar!" and Imerruptlon.) Oentlemen,
please ollow me to do the talking and
I'll answer all your questions and ob-
jections before you put them. (Loud
applause.) Here is the abstract made
direct from the provincial ledger by
Mr. Cotsworth. and here Is another
one made by another gentleman quite
Independently, and both give Ellis &
Kemp as "care of Bowser, Reld &
Wallbridgc." and Matilda G. John as
holding, not an oyster lease, but a
clam lease, which is properly leased
at 50 cents per acre. Both these ab-
stracts prove that every oyster lease
handled by Mr. Bowser's firm has been
cut down to half the usual rental while
all others large and small are the full
price of Jl.OO. (Applause.) "We have
spared no pains to verify the state-
ments made." Which of us has done
so? (Loud applause.)

WortJUessness of .\ttaok.
Now, Mr. Chairman, I have. I think,

already thoroughly exposed the worth-
lessness of every direct attack the at-
torney-general haa made on "The
Crisis in B. C," and shown that 'ho
seems thoroughly Incapable of discuss-
ing this - -st serious subject as it must
be discussed. (Applause.) But be-

20

fore slttln« down, I want to ahow
you how completely Mr. Bowaer
haa mlaaed the whole point of
the diacuaalon, and avoided every
main Issue we have raised. I will
point out In briefest possible manner
some thing* In "The Crisis" that he
has entirely failed to deal with.

I have shown you how he haa Jug.
gled with figures, and dodged from
one set of statistics to anoi..er In ev-
erything he said on the land question.
But the two stronger! arguments we
have set forth on this point he haa not
attempted to touch. I^et me vary
things a little, and show you one
or two pictures. Here la a folder
which I showed you at both our pre-
vious meetings. I will let you see It on
the screen. (Picture shown.) Head the
title page from top to bottom. "Free
Surveyed I^nds. British Columbia.
Canada. Surveyed lands for settlers.
Room for Thousands along the Rail-
ways. Free Surveyed I.ands." Now
open It up and see these two maps of
the r.iliroad areas of the province. On
each v.e read "Surveyed lands colored
red," lememborlng this is a publica-
tion dealing with "Free Surveyed
Lands for Settlers." It has been
Issued since the House of Assembly
closed last Marcl

, and every acre of
land ever surveyed in this province m
here printed In red no mat* 'o whom
It belongs. Now fix that red area
In your mind, and ihen look at this
pre-emptor's map of Fort George dis-
trict. On this map we are told that
"Lands open to pre-emptors are col-
oured red." The white area Is land
that is already taken, and you can see
that practically everything that was
In red on the maps In the Free-Sur-
veyed-Lands folder Is snow-wh'te in
this. (Laughter.) It is "surveyed"
nil right, and "free for settlers" when
they pay from 10 to 100 dollars an
acre to the speculators who have
cornered the best of It with the fu'l
consent of the McBrlde government.
(Applause.) Here Is the Bulkeley
map which shows the verv same thing,
and proves that practically every foot
of surveyed land was alreajy seized
when this map was printed. Here also
Is the Nechaco map. with the snme
artistic results, and the self-same ex-
clusion of the bona-fide pre-eniptor.
Everywhere he has been pushed back
by the land-grabber. Ladies and gen-
tlemen, I rhfillenge any man in this
province to find In this speech of Mr.
Bowser one word of explanation about
this "All red folder" which we have
correctly characterised as the "most
deliberate and cruel piece of misrepre-
sentation ever perpetrated on prospec-
tive settlers." (Prolonged applause )

In the second place, we have printed



ori«lnal UtUn wh«r« hunilrtda of
thousands or acras of our choicest
lands are offered at syndicate prt«M
to be sold over a*ttln at any prUe that
can l>e extorted out of the settler. Hers
Is one on puKo 9 of "The Crisis," but
evidently Mr. Kuwser never saw it, for
he never mentions It. We have printed
rive pages of names or men and flinis
'that hold urcus of land the luw does
not allow them to have, and Mr. liow-
ser has clearly proved our Impartiality
In this by pointing out certain Liberals
whom we have listed os they are re-
corded on the rolls. Yet not one of
these Scores of men, nor Mr. Llowaer
himself, has attempted to prove we
are wrong In one slnKlo Instance.
• Applause.) He mentions his own
llrm, and In ri.lHi|uotinK u«, h« iitlmllH
that llowHer, ItL-ld & Wallbrldge hold
not only the !«.tfO» acres wc cr.dlt
to them, but thut they also handle
another 16,4:!.") for Ilonthorne, l,en-
nurd & Co. (I.auKhtcr. » Of course
hU argument wue that our pamphlet
wuH proved to be purtlHan be-
cause ihe name of his llrm was
printed ut the top of tho page. Well,
srentlomen. this whole list is printed
In alphabetical order, and If Mr. How-
«er InHlxts not only on headlnt? both his
own firm and the U. C Kovernment.
but the Kngllsh alphabet, he must suf-
fer the conseciuence.s. (Laughter.)
This charge of partisanship he

also tries to prove by stating, on nage
.fL that Mr. Appleb.v, our distributing
agent, is a Liberal. In proof of this
he produced a post card signei! "K. C.
Appleby, secretary Ward One Liberal
Association." I!ut when I asked for
tne date of that post card, he was
not honest enough to give any date
but the year I'Jlt, for Mr. Appleby
re.'ilgried from the I..ilieral party on
February 9th. 1914, and h.is since be-
come president of one of the largest
labor unions in this eitv, and a most
active spirit In l)ringing out labor
candidates Yet Mr. lUnvscr insists
the pamphlet is partisan and .misters
his argument with such iiroofs. (Ap-
plause. >

Tlie second groat Issue tliat Mr.
3<»\vscr entirely dodges is the aliena-
tion of the coal resources of thU coun-
try. You may say, he deals with that.
But I. reply he does nothing of the
sort. He cleverly .avoids it by again
attacking Mr. Cotsworth. and stating
that all our Inform.atlon was based
upon his say-so. Now. I challenge
Mr. Bowser to find one syllable in all

we have said on the que.»tlon of coal
that can even be twisted to prove his
assertion. Our authorities are printed
in every Instance in black and white,
and we took nothing whatever on Cots-

worth's word Our first authority waa
the 11. V, Uasette, Ihe government's
official paper, and I have shown you
that Oeo. M. ilelrnss put through sr-
ery section of coal h« staked for the
H. C. Anthracite Co. of Quebec, al-
though Mr. Bowser says he got nons
of them. I make that statement on
the authority of tho manager of ths
B, C. Anthracite t^ompany, (Ap-
plause.) Our next and chief au-
thority was the full and tech-
nl<al report which 1 hold In my
hand, made hy Mr.Campbell-Johnstor

,

mining engineer of this city, t
.Messrs. Kobes and Beaton to present
to the Chicago Syndicate they tried to
get to ba(k them, when Sir Donald
Mann failed to dispose of their lands
In Kngland. This professional report.
m. lie after un exhaustive survey of
the whole area, definitely states that
these two men, who. I understand keep
a saloon at Coqultlam, own 146 sq.
miles or 92.800 acres. Instead of 60,-
(100 us Mr. Bowser says. (Cries of
Shame;") The price stated here Is
$10.00 per acre, and If those men
have kept their licenses or leases In
good standing, I have legal opinion
lh.it they can complete their purchase
at 110 per acre.

Trien to iilhul I>ubllr.

Mr. Bowser also asserts that "not
a single crown grant of coal has been
Issued in tho Orounil Hog Basin,"
tht _by trying to blind the public to
the real facts, that the government
has i.ssucd shoals of li( cn.ses, and that
men nkc I'anvlni, whose original let-
ter we print, van trade In these
licenses to the extent of million'*,
while no If i than II preat syndicates
ha\e beer .'ornifd to exploit these
coal lands, as prove.l by these maps
in our possession. (Applause.)

Mere again he flounders helplessly
when he touches figures. Ho tells
us, on page 32, that in 10 years the
fotal coal lands licensed, leased and
.ranted only come to 1,022,863 acres.
Why. in ono year only. 1911, the
area under license al. w.is 1,500,000
acres. (Applause.) li is the state-
ment from the mini.stcr of lands'
report ."or that year, page 6: "for
the year the number of licenses issued
totalled 2.22.1, which amounts in acre-
age close upon 1,500,000 acres."
Again. 1 ask, who has most carefully
"Veiilied all statements ma' ;"

The third great Issue entlrt ly avoid-
ed by »Ir. ltow.Her Is the exploitation
of timber resources. He mentions
"Timber" and then runs off to quote
what thi.-i and that outside authority
has said in a general way about our
timber resources and laws. He then
informs us that the department's
legislation has been based on the re-
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port of the Royal Commission of For-estry of 1»10. Now that report Isthe very authority upon which we
tlon of the timber wealth of this prov-
«nce. It i8 In this very report onpage 17 we find that 12 millions «f

.„ ffc.
'".^ "'°"' valuabl.. timber

l",V"" province was alienated before
1»I0, and that about lO.Ooo.OOO of

^ lon'lJ"^
grabbed In the years 1905

to 1907, immediately after the present
government passed the act glvine
special licenses "tran.ferable and re-
newable each year for 21 successive

^r^H ',. u",
'"'**' "•* *"'' commission-

ers definitely state that it was this
legislation which created the enor-mous rush for timber lands, and they
give this diagram which shows what
nu^^^fu

^''^"'^ *^'- government
placed the reserve on what remained.FVom less than one million acres in
1904 the special license area leaped
to about 10 millions in 1907 Thenwhen the horse was gone the stabledoor was locked. (Applause.) On thesame page they tell us that "very
great laxity had been allowed in thepayment of rentals."

Commi88ion-s Recommendations.
Undoubtedly some recommendations

or the commission were put Into
force, chiefly those dealing with de-
partmental methods and fire protec-
tion. But here is without doubt themost emphatic and strongest recom-
mendation of the 21 they made. Theyhad made It In an interim report,and they repeat it in this. They sayon page 49. "One thing alone stands
out from the near future with grim
certainty-the value of stumpage inthe West will soon be much higherthan it is today"; therefore, they addYour commissioners recommend.'
definitely and emphatically, that the
license rentals, fees and royalty shallnot be fixed for any period beyond
one calendar year at any time; thatthe present right of the sovcrnment"
to regulate and adjust rentals, fees
ro> allies or other charges In timber
property, shall in no way be restricted

L''* r'n*^'"
*'^- This is the weighti-

est deliverance in the whole reportand Mr. Bowser says the government
has based Its legislation upon this
report. Now let us see. Here is theTimber Royalty Act" of last yearand section 18 fixes the license fees
at $100 and $140 each according asthey are east or west of the Cascade
mountains. For how long? Listen
"The foregoing fees shall be the maxi-mum fees for renewals of such special
timber licenses as are affected by this
act during the period from the firstday of January, 1916, to the thirty-
first day of December, 1954" The
commission says in the strongest

at

terms that the Interests of the prov-
ince absolutely require no fees to be
fixed for more than one year at atime And the government proceeds
to fix them solid for 40 years
(Loud applause.) Yet the attor-
ney.general declares. "It was on
their report we based our legisla-
tion. Listen, gentlemen. I would
like to know just what a Mathers
commission could find out as to whythe timber-holders of this province
got such a mighty concession In the
face of this report. ("Hear, hear!"
and applause.) Mr. Bowser speaks
of the splendid revenue from tim-
ber. What Is being done with It'On page 72 this royal commission

,h». f!
""^ '""'"* urgently recommend

tnat the timber royalties should notbe used as current revenue, but beput Into a sinking fund for forest
purposes. But I can rind no one whohas even heard of such a fund beingformed for this purpose and the Pub!
ic Accounts on page 21 show thattimber leases, royalties and license
fees all go into the ordinary fundsWhy didn't Mr. Bowser explain how
^?^ "If}^

Americans and others out-
side this province can hold our timber
as we have clearly shown on page
15 of "The CrlMs"? ("Hear, hear?")Why did ho not explain the restof that page where we print

wM „
'^*".''"" ^*''^" '" the house. .

982.520 acres alienated though thisreport said nearly 12,000,000 had gone
five years ago? or the fact that theCanadian Puget Sound Co. had 57,393
acres, when the government told thehouse it had only 4,280 acres' He
says, "Not a single stick of timbercovered by special license has beengiven away, only the right to cut.'«ut his "right to cut," which hesays is given away, can be sold forthousands of dollars by the specu-
lator who may live in Jericho. WillMr. Bowser kindly explain how Alvovon AIven.sleben, the Kaisers "Gov-ernor of British Columbia," could
purchase $2,000,000 worth of timber
limits in this province from the Red
Cliff Lumber Co. in Dulnth? (Loud
applause.) This may be crown-grant
timber or something other than
licenses, but I should like Mr. Bowser
to face some aspect of the timber
question.

Kvaslon of Accusation.
Xow, sir, let mo show you the most

KlarlnK. the most amazine: evasion ofone of the gravest accusaUons wehave made in the whole pamphlet.
It Is the last one I shall discuss. Onpages 18 to 20 of "The Crisis" we
^.'J.'^Vk '""J'

'" '"" ^^^ agreements
which have handed over the property
of the Ocean Falls Co. with immense



1^

additional values from our provincial

assets to the Fleishhacker people of

San Francisco. Very briefly the

transaction Is this: The Ocean Falls

Co. went bankrupt some time ago,

and tho liquidator finally arranged
to soil its properties to a Oerman-
Amcrican syndicate In San Francisco
—Fleishhacker Bros. & Johnson. These
properties Included two pulp leasee,

covering 80,000 acres of timber, a
small area of land and some valuable

water powers. The Fleishhacker peo-

ple proposed to form a new company
called the Pacific Mills Company,
which was to develop this pulp area.

But certain creditors of the Ocean
Falls Co. were still short about $310.-

000, and the liquidator evidently in-

sisted on their being protected. So
an agreement was drawn and regis-

tered in the attorney-seneral's depart-
ment, January 26, i;U4. Here It is.

In this agreement the Fleishhackers
Insist that they will only take over
the Ocean Falls on certain conditions.

First, they must have three years
extension of time to put up a pulp
mill as the law requires. Second, they
must have the pulp leases extended
for thirty years at the old rates.

Third, the government of British Co-
lumbia must assure them that they
will give them an additional 2.000,-

000,000 feet of timber and assist them
in selecting it. Fourth, they must
have the water licenses extended for

twenty-one years at the former rates.

These are the conditions which the
document definitely sir tes the govern-
ment of the province "have consented
to grant" and when these things have
been done, and not before, the new
company will give tho creditors $310,-
000 worth of its shares. In the whole
thing there is not a word about the
shareholders, most ct' whom reside
in England. Now what happened?
J'lst thirty-seven days after that
...preement was registered the govern-
1 unt pa.^sed an lut extending the pulp
leases for .".0 years at the old mtes.
A year later, nn the last day of the
last session, they passed the bill ex-
li'iiding water li<t'ns«M tor 21 years,
both bills being almost identical in

wiiniiiiK with the ugriement drawn liy

thf Fleishhackers. Quite evidently tlin

a.ssuraiuc rcKardinK tl^e 2. "00, 000.000
feet of additional linibtr has been
given, sincf the deal I'as Kone throuijh
and tho new company, the I'acifi •

Mills Co., has lieeii floi.ted at a capital
of $11,000,000, thoiitrh the minister
ol' land did not iiien:l(m it in answer
to a question regardlnrr such promfcs
|tiit by Mr. Parker Williams on tho
first of last March. iCries of "Shame!")

Over Iloatlis of People.

That is the deal made over the
heads of the people of this province.

and that Is why we say that certain

Germans have dictated our laws.

What had Mr. Bowser to say about
it? He simply avoided the terms of

the transaction as he would have
avoided the plague. He produced ix

letter from Mr. Flelshacker stating he
was born in San Francisco, ar>d argues
"These men were boin in America,
therefore they are noi Germans, and
our transaction is therefore all right."

I suppose if they had been born In

a stable they would have been neither
Germans nor Americans but some-
thing else, and the deal would have
been still more all right. (Laughter.)
Now these men may be estimable
American citizens and we were care-
ful n' t to speak of thorn as an "enemy
syndicate," but I think the world
understands today whore the German-
American stands legardlng things
British. (Applause.) Here, too. Is a
front page report from the Dall.v Pro-
vince of July 17 of this year giving
the names of the attorneys as Oscar
Sutro and Mr. Bloch, which helps to

let daylight through the letter quoted
by Mr. Bowser.

But the attorney-geforal's crushing
.argument was to proauce an order
of the supreme court granted by
Judge Morrison, which ho solemnly
says approved of the whole trans-
action. Ho gives an imposing
array of counsel and says "Th-ay
all approved the transfer of the
Ocean Falls property and leases

to Flelshacker." Now here Is a
correct copy of the order of the
court to which he refers. I have dis-

cussed it fully with four prominent
legal gentlemen and all of them are
perfectly agreed as to the use that Mr.
Bowser makes of it. It was simply a
deliberate .ittempt to fool the public.

(Applause.) Neither the judge or
one of the counsel ever dreamt
of discu.s.sing the share the gov-
ernment had in making such ar-
rangenients at the expon.se of the
public. Tho coun.sol were there to

protect the intere.'sts of tho creditors
and bondholders who retained them,
anil thoy had nothing at all to do with
the pulilic policy of the a;overnment In

this matter. It was th" business of
tho attorney-genorai to protect the
public. (Loud applause.) He says
these men approved. Of course
they did. and if the government
had made agreements and passed
laws to give Fleishhacker twice as
much of the public resources, these
men, as good lawyers, would have
been twice as ready with their ap-
proval, because their clients would
h.ave been doubly secured. I challenge
Mr. Bowser to produce another lawyer
who win risk his reputation by stating
that either Judge Morrison or these
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counMl employed either dlBCUeied or

approved the action of the govern-

ment In the whole transaction. (Pro-

longed applause.) And I assert again

that the attorney-general has deliber-

ately avoided answering our charge.

(Applause.) Now, ladles and gen-

tlemen, I shall discuss no further

points m the speech. I will only point

out that this "8..okesman of the gov-

emmenf has not even mentioned

section 5 of our pamphlet which deals

with the terrible scandal of company

promoters in British Columhia and

Mr. Price Ellison's connection with

some of them while Minister of Fin-

ance ("Hear, hear!") He has not

mentioned sertlon 6 <m ••iMit)li<-

Accounts^' which shows that the

last five years have exhausted the

surplus of the previous seven, and

over $5,500,000 besides. He Is now

Minister of Finance and might have

explained why the public debt is being

doubled, and why $13,000,000 of ar-

rears on land sales i); kept out of

the provincial balan'e sheet. Sir

Richard McBride informs us that

these arrears are upwards of $15,000,-

000. Mr. Bowser did not discuss the

fact that these arrears are more than

double the arrears due to the Ottawa

government for all Us sales through-

out the Dominion. This is proved ))y

the auditor-general's report on page

44. (Applause.)

Evaded Serious Statements.

He did not discuss our section on

railway guarantees which points out

the coming burden of $3,500,000 year-

ly Interest. In fact, as a gentleman

who sat behind him on the platform

said to me next morning, "He did not

touch one-tenth of the .serious state-

ments in the pamphlet." (Applause.)

No! He preferred to waste time

throwing discredit on Mr. Cotsworth

and ridiculing the Ministerial Union.

He even found time to wa.stc on

me (laughter), and added three

falsehoods to the poi.sonous bomb his

friends had constructed to finish me.

I had made him a present of it at our

previous mroting in this hall, but he

did not scruple to throw it from the

police-filled trenches of the Orpheum

theatre. (daughter.) He says I

lived in Elkhorn, Manitoba, from

1896 to 1911. I was there eleven

months In 1903. He says I got

$1,089 from the Ottawa govern-

ment. If that is so they still owe me
about $640. for all I got for six months

work on the platform in Ireland w.is

$450, and anything over that was

travelling expenses for which they de-

manded vouchers for every cent. Ho

says I was appointed by "Preston of

machine-fame." I was appointed by

the Interior department at Ottawa,

then under the very man whose name
was cheered by Mr. Bowser's friends

when he mentioned it—Sir Clifford

Slfton. But even Mr. Slfton did not

ask me to produce a card of member-

ship In the political association which

supported him. (Applause.) The

fiuestion of political leaning was

never suggested, but if I were go-

ing to do similar public service

to British Columbia today I would

have to do like everyone else, even the

man who is starving through unem-

plovment, and produce my ticket of

moinber.ship in the Conservative Asso-

ciation. (Loud applau.se.) <3ver two

years iiRo. at Urockton Point on

th»' 12th of July, I stood on the

platform alongside Mr. H. H. Stevens

to speak on Irish affairs and my first

words declarp'l emphatically that I

was neither Lil.eral nor Conservative,

but an Independent citizen who would

think for himself and vote according

to conscience for whatever party best

served the best interests of our coun-

try. (Applause.) And I defy Mr.

Bowser, or any of hi- supporters, or

the author of this false editorial

printed hero on the cover of this

Orpheum speech without my reply,

to discover word or action of mine

which has since contradicted that

public statement. (Loud applause.)

,V Confirmation of Claims.

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,

I have done. I thank you for your

splendid patience and courtesy. I

have trespassed heavily upon both.

But I think I have shown you that the

"best possible defense" of the govern-

ment, put forward by the only man
who has had the courage to face the

question at all, is not a refutation but

a confirmation of all we h.ave claimed

in "The Crisis in 1!. <'" ("Hear,

hearl"! 1 have .shown you how
carcfiilly we have voriliod all our

statements. 1 have not asked you to

accept my word in a .«ingle instance

tonight. 1 have shown you the docu-

ments, given chapter and page of the

government records and other author-

ities. I have proved that, in spite of

the fact that he has access to all the

records at Victoria, the attorney-gen-

eral is entirelv' wrong In his figures,

that he is guilty of gro.ss mistatements

of fact, and that he hns completely

evaded the great issues at the heart of

this whole question. (Applause.) I

claim, therefoio. that the people of

the province of British Columbia have

greater rea.son today than ever for the

nioi-' thorough and most Impartial

investigation ii.<o public affairs that

it is possible to institute. (I-oud and

prolonged applause.)
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