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-THE-

Fallacy of 'Tree Food
*

The Tariff Not a Contributing
Cause to the

High Cost of Living

That people believe what they wi«h to believe, waa never
better lUuatrated than in the spectacle of a peraumably re-
sponsible section of the press and public of Canada lending
their support to Sir Wilfrid Laurier's latest £ oal policv
namely, "Free Food."

The very words, "free food" insinuate themselves into
one s consciousness without challenge from the understanding
Life at best is a struggle; and to maintain one's self in the
human procession, requires vigilance, self-denial, and arduous
toU. To be relieved from the forces that bear down so hard
upon humanity means an easier lot. And so ardent U the
wish for this immunity that many do not stop to inquire
whether the schemes devised and put forward for the purpose
really do afford immunity or reUef. Analysis is waived, the
facts unchallenged, and the conclusion accepted.

Who that has a wife and loved onej to support, could wish
other than free foodf

Who that is dependent upon the labour of his hands or
bram, does not want to see the burden of the high price of
the necessaries of life reduced?



"he Fal lacy of "Free Food" Expote d

U not tbii lolicitude of the white plumed chieftain, Sir

Wilfrid Lcurier, for the downtrodden mawei, beautiful t

Does it not warm the heart, and tend to revive one'i faith

in the innate goodnen of man t

Yet there are tens of thouaanda who queation its aincerity

;

and tena of thouaanda more who queation, not only ita aincerity,

but ita efficacy and ita wisdom.

Theae thouaanda are aaking whether the abolition of the

cuatoma dutiea on food-atuffa will really mean a lowering of

the coat of living.

To uuwar that quaation i> to Isy bar* the fallacy, the

hoUownaii and Icilnoarity, of Lanriar'a aednotlve cry of "frte

food."

TH« TARgr BBAB8 NO BELATIOM TO THB

OOBT OF LIVIMQ

"Free Food" when reduced to a practical basis, means the

total abolition of customs dutiea upon all commodities whioli

go to make up the consumer's dinner table, and which we in

Canada import from foreign countries, or from any other por

tion of the Kmpire. To claim that the wiping out of those

dutiea will result in lowering the price of food-stuffs, is to

claim that the tarift >» responsible for present high prices.

Unlau yon can prove the latter claim, the former ii funda-

mentally false and illogloal. It is therefore plain to every rea-

sonable mind, that, before aaking the country to accept his

cure, it becomes the duty of Sir Wilfrid Lauricr to properly

diagnose our case, and prove to ni that the root of our economic

ilia, j( the tariir,

lias Sir Wilfrid done thist

Has he given a solitary reasonable reason, why at this

stage of our development, we should depart from the path of

the National Policy, upon which we have found unbounded

proaperityl



The Fallacy of ' free Food" Expo ted

Upon what doM he hue hii theory that the only remedy
for the high coet of living, is the ibolition of what he U pleaaed
to call "Food Taxe«"t

A THIOKT WITHOUT BA«« W FAOT

He surtly does not baae it upon the hiatory of tarilf reduc
none, for the result, from these are squarely and unmistakably
opposed to such a view Britain haa had Free Trade for more
than auty years, and yet the cost of living in the United King-
dom is going up by leaps and bounds. Holland and Denmark
are comparatively low tarilT countries, yet they pay more for
their food-stuffs than do the people of high protectionist coun-
tries like Germany and France. Free Trade in England waa
followed by a brief wave of prosperiiy, and then by business
depression, and unprecedented poverty. Germany establirhed
Protection, and it was followed by an increase of business an
advance in wages, and a raising in the standard of living that
haa continued until this day.

He sureiy cannot base it upon the history of fiscal science,
for the truth is that the theory that the abolition of the curtoma
tariff will lower prices and better the condition o : the masses
has been tried, foimd wanting, ,.nd long ago discarded by
practically every nation worthy of the name in Europe.

And U it reasonable lo suppose that if the tariff is re-
sponsible for the high cost of living, that the economic thinkers
of practically every civilized country on the face of the earth
would almost unanimously dismiss it as an absolutely negligible
factor f

DBMOOBATIO POUOT Of TABIW BBDPOTIOa
A Bn>ioTn:.ou8 failubb

But lest European countries be too far a' ;or the pur-
pose of argument, let the question be ifked. Why ia it, that the
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tboUtloB of food dntiM fkIM to Uttwr tho ooM of Urtiif is tho

UaiUdlUtMt
Here we have A OlBtAW AHD IKFALLlBll OOHDHWA-
nOMOrTHZMlWLIBXEALrOUOT. Ever lince the Cml

War the Americana have maintained » high tariff wall. Their

cuatomi dutiea upon food-atuffa have averaged nearly forty-flve

per cent., or nearly fifty per cent, greater than the pre«-nt

Canadian dutiea. For yeara paat the Democratic party ha.

been holding out Free Trade aa a panacea for tho economic

ilia of the country. The Baltimore platform of Bryan an.l

Wilaon pledged the party abaolutely to the abolition of all

dutiea on the neceaaariea of life, with a view to the reduction

of the high cost of living. The upheaval in the Republicuii

ranks gave the Free Trader* their opportunity, and although

in a minority, the Democrat* found themaelves in office. Thi>

introduced, by way of keeping their pledgee, what U known

aa the Simmone-Jnderwood tariff, which leveUed the duties

upon all food-ituffa entering the country. In other words it

gave to the United SUtea, the "free food" which Sir Wilfrid

Laurier ia advocating for Canada.

T"* POST or UVIWO WOBBtBllt).

What has been the reaultt

The result has been that in the three months since this new

tariff policy has been in force, tho coat of Uvin« in tha UniUd

ButM hu not only not decroMMl, bnt hu actually Inomaad at

aa great » r»U aa dnrinj any equal period of time during tha

past ten or fifteen yeara.

This experience of the people of the United States, with

this policy of "free food," is sufficient in itself to damn Sir

Wilfrid's latest scheme to entice the unthinking voter to his

support. And it is not surprising that such great newspapers

as the New York "Evening Post," "The Sun," "The Tribune

and "The American" have been mercUessly eiposmg the
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f»U«cy of lucb t policy, tod Mornfully referring to Sir Wilfrid
Laarier, the Liberal leader, ai "an aooompU'had opportaaM."

OAWAPIAK ttasn HA< B»Mr ITAnOWAET

Leit there are thou however, in who« rainda the very
itubborn facta adduced in the foregoing, have not caused a
doubt a. to the efficacy of "free food," we will deu with the
queition from another and equally effective viewpoint Why
h it, we will a»k Sir WUfrid Laurier that increaaei of twenty,
fifty, or even one hundred per cen i the price of food pro-
dncta have taken place during th, ..»t ten or fifteen year.
withont than btinf koj inoraut la th* ouitomi dntlMf

For a quarter of a century paat, and more, there baa been
no mcreaae in the tariff ratea on food-atuffa. A. a Mter of
fact within that time there have been reduction!, an ir WU-
fnd Laurier himeelf makes the claim that he made leductionam 1897, but initead of food pricea being reduced, they have
steadily advanced during the past fifteen years.

Here are the "index numbers" as found in "Wholesale
Prices in Canada," a publication issued by the Department of
Labour :

—

^*»''- Index Number.
1896

92 5
1*97

92.2
1900

log 2
1906

120
1907

126.2
1908

120.8
1909

121 2
1910

124.0
1911

127.8
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0U8TOM8 DPTIM HOT THE 0AP8B.

Here we find a general increase in the cost of living of

thirty-five pointa, in fourteen years-a period in which there

certainly were no increaaes in the tariil, with the sUght ex-

ception of a small increase on biscnits, these being then manu-

factured by Hon. WUliam Paterson, Laurier's Mmister of

Customs. . „,^

In face of the indisputable fact that whUe for fifteen years

we have had a .tationary tariff but oontiiiuonaly inoreaiing

priew, will any man be so blinded by partizanship as to say

that the increased cost of living depends upon what Sir Wil-

frid is pleased to call "Food Taxes"?

Ii it not manifest to anyone possessed of the least under-

itandin? that food prices have some principle of growth quite

apart from the Onitoms Tariff?

At the present time it is quite natural that the people

should ask Sir -Wilfrid Laurier why it was that in the fifteen

years that he held office he did not abolish the duties, and

lower the price of food-stuffst If this question had been put

to Sir Wilfrid Laurier at any time before his defeat in 1911,

.

we can be morally certain that he would have replied something

Uke this: "I lowered the tariff on food-stuffs in 1897, and

so far from the cost of living having gone down from that

date, it has steadily gone up, and it is therefore manifest to

me that ii is vain to expect relief from a further lowering of

the tariff." j _i i

That would have constituted a perfecUy sound and logical

answer in 1911, and it constitutes a perfectiy sound and logical

answer to the "Free Foodera" contentions now.

EVBN g TARIFF 18 BEDOOED THHtg IB

MO CHEAP FOOD AVAILABLE

But even if we concede a single merit to Sir Wilfrid's

policy, and admit that there is just the least possible chance

8
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of the taritF bearing some slight relation to the high price of
food-stuffs, we are still in the dark as to the value of his policy,

for we cannot perceive how he is going to snap hia fingers at
the natural laws of trade, and world-wide conditions, and buy,
and import cheap food into Canada, when there li no eheftp
food ontlide Canada to bny. The high cost of living is not
confined to Canada alone. It obtains in every clime, and be-

neath every flag.

Where then, will Sir Wilfrid get low priced food

»

Not from the United States, for the people of that country
are not going to buy food-stuffs from us at high prices, and
ship them back to us at low prices. They abolished the tariff

to get cheap food. They cannot be in a position to sell it.

Not from England, or from Scotland, or Ireland, for the
British Isles import their food, and it is heavily taxed even
under "Free Trade."

Not from New Zealand, for there too, they have a high cost
of living problem.

Not from Australia, for the cost of living is high through-
out the Antipodes.

Not from the South American Republics for Uncle Sam
has found to his sorrow that "Free Food" has not enabled him
to buy cheap food there, and he is more advantageously situat-

ed to trade with South America than we are.

Not from the "Favored Nations," for did not Sir WiUiid
solemnly oirare ns in 1911 that these nations eonld not sell ns
anything that oould possibly compete with anything prodnoed
by the Canadian farmer?

From whence, then, would Sir Wilfrid draw his supply of
cheap food for the workingman's dinner tablet

Great is "Free Food.'

who would believe that '

food.

' And great is the credulity of him
free food" would give us cheaper
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TOOD TAXES MOT A BURDBH

Chief among the catch phrases being used by the Liberals

and "Free Pooders" to enlist the sympathy of the unwary

voter for Sir Wilfrid's latest Free Trade cure-aU, is that so

often heard in the mouths of Free Trade theorists about |'the

burden of food taxes." Driven from their position that "free

food" would lower the cost of living, by plain ordinary com-

mon sense, and the whole teachings of fiscal science, they fall

back upon the feeble contention that their latest policy would

at any rate lift "the burden of food taxation" from the people.

Such specious reasoning can deceive none but those who

wish to be deceived. The slightest attempt at analysis wiU

discover the falsity; and these errors have been repeatedly

pointed out ever since the fallacy of free trade first raised up

its head.

For a moment we will examine this contention of the Lib-

erals and "Free Foodcrs" that we are "groaning" as they say,

under "the burden of food taxation."

Meats, poultry, eggs, fish, dairy products, and bread-stuffs,

are the commodities which go to make up the dinner table of

the average Canadian, and they form the fairest possible test

of the extent to which our food is taxed.

WHAT THE 0OM8UMEB AOTPALLY PAYS

XS TAXES ON FOOD

In 1913 the amount of duty collected on meats and

poultry brought into Canada, totalled $1,040,547. If yon divide

this among the population of Canada—which is eight milUons—

you wUl find that this terrible taxation of meat under which

Canadians are supposed to groan, amounted to the imrignlfleuit

nm of thirteen oenta per head, for a whole year—the price of

one-half pound of beef-eteak. ^ .

lO
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Now let us see how much we were "taxed" for egga. The
duty collected on eggs imported during the fiscal year 1913
amounted to $327,123. Divide that among eight million per-

sons, and you will be startled to find that all this "groaning"
about this particular "tax" was over the payment of a frac-

tion over four cants per head, for a whole year—the price at
present of less than one egg.

We will next take butter. The total duty collected on
butter imported into Canada during the fiscal year 1913 was
$252,311. Divide that amount among the population of the

country, and it amounts to what?—the "crushing" sum of
three cents per head, for a year.

What about fish J On fish we paid duty to the amount of

$361,116. Divide that among eight millions and it amounts to

four cent! per head.

Lastly we will take brcadstuffs. Duty collected on bread-
stuffs, imported last year amounted to $261,403. Divide that
among eight millions and you will be surprised to find that this

"crushing burden" actually amounted to a fraction more than
three oesti per head for the whole year.

THE BUXDEN OF THIBTT 0ENT8.

As a matter of fact the total duty collected upon the im-
portation of all these food-stuffs, for the year, when divided
among the country's population, amounted to about thirty
cents per head—and this is the "terrible food tax," that the
Liberals would have us "groan" under, in order to bolster up
their case for "free food."

In Great Britain where they have a so-called "free trade"
tariff, the duty collected on food-stuffs last year amounted to
nearly $350,000,000, or nearly eight dollan for every man,
woman and child, in the United Kingdom.

Let the Canadian consumer ponder over these few facts

;

and as he refiects upon this "food tax" mythology of Laurier-
ism, he will be inclined to groan—not for the consumer but for
the fatuity of the Liberal party in accepting such a fallacy.

II
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LAUBIBt'B LATEST THEORY A BLOW

AT THE HATIOHAL POLIOY.

It has been shown beyond reasonable doubt that the theory

of the tariff being a factor in the high cost of living is (alia to

facU, false to the teachings of fiscal science, and false to the

fundamentals of sound economics; it has been shown co-iclu-

sively that the high cost of living is world wide and that even

if a tariff never existed it would be impossible tor Laurier to

import cheap food under existing conditions for the simple

reason that there ii no cheap food to buy; it has been shown

by plain figures and facts that all this talk about "free food"

raising from our shoulders the "burden of food taxation" is

the merest cant, for the simple reason that this so-called

"crushing" food taxation, is a Laurier myth, a befogging mist

that dissolves b.fore facts, like figment shadows before the

morning breeze. We will now endeavor to prove that not only is

this false policy of "Free Food" wholly and absolutely use-

less to effect the purpose for which it is supposed to have been

conceived, but that It is really fraught with great danger, con-

ititnting as it does, an attack on the National Policy, under

the guise and in the name of reform in the interests of those,

who would be the greatest sufferers from the dire consequences

with which it is pregnant.

"FBEE FOOD" HEAHB "FBEE TRADE."

"Free food" means free trade in natural produ'-s,

and free trade in natural products means the removal

of the very comer stone of the super-structure of ade-

quate and reasonable prott>,don to every Canadian industry.

H yon refnie to protect the fanner tram outside competition,

how long is the fanner going to agree to the protection of our

manufaotnren. How long will he remain content to sell in an

unprotected market, and buy in a protected markett The
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National PoUoy aimtd fliit of aU to banoflt th* farmer and tho
worUngman. It proposed to benefit them, and it has benefitted
them by eausing industries to be built up throughout the eoun-
tiy thus creating a demand for labour, and a home market for
the farmer. ThJi policy hai b««n .ncoeuful. It hai given the
farmer a home market. It bai made thi» half of thia northern
contbient a hive of industry, and it hai made the Canadian
worklngman the moat contented, the moit happy, and the hi«h.
est paid In the world. To prove this, it is not necessary to lean
upon Illusive statistics. We have a certain and infallible proofm the movement of population. Labour never knowingly goesfrom a place of high wages to a place of low wages. The fact
that men of all races, creeds and sects are pouring into thiscounty at an unprecedented rate shows where wages are hirii-
es^ where oppo'^.ailty is greatest, and where the standard ofUving is best. That the leader oi a political party that attri-
butes to Itself patriotic motives, would strike at the heart of
the policy which is responsible for this happiness and pros-
perity of our people, is almost beyond belief. Yet this is pre-
cisely what is meant by the proposed abolition of the tariff on
natural products. For there is not a shadow of a doubt that
free trade m natnral products, would sooner or later be follow-
ed by free trade in everything.

WHERB THE BnU. DAHOBB UBS TO THE
CANADIAN WOBPKQMAW.

IT
..^*^°"'

!li"
** '^*''«"' '*" "•« Canadian workingman.

Lnder Free Trade our industries would have to compete with
the cheap labour in the factories of Europe, and with low stand-
ards of Asiatic and European living. How long could they
operate under such conditionst How long would it be before
they would be compelled to close their doorsf Free Trade
theorists m the Liberal party tell us that the National PolicyM not responsible for high wages in Canada, because the price
of labour IS dependent upon the law of supply and demand.

»3
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But if the policy of .n adequate protective tj'jf^^^;
duatrie. in thi. country and created a dem^md for labour^
that demand foatered high wage, it i. m»^t to «.yone tha

th. Hatlonal PoUoy mnit b« givan the crwUt. aftar aU. «
^r"r^hoovTthe young men of today and e.p«c»Uy

thole who depend for their livelihood, upon the hone't toU of

Sdrhand., to meet and combat thia lateat Free Trade hereay

S. y muat combat it because it constitute.
»^-f'\^^'''

poUcy that ha. made Canada the most contented ""d pr«ipe^

ou. country upon the face of the earth; and because ^J^opUA

ttmL. for Lm .v«itn.Uy. low w.g», and lower rtandard.

of Urine.

FOPBTIMBBIW THE PABT HAVE BnOLAR

ATTAOKB BEEN BEPELLED.

Four times in the past have the '»™«. f« '""j"^*":

and the manufacturer .tood shoulder to shoulder »»d «?«"«>

Z attacks of the Free Traders upon the citadel of the Nat ona

Policy By promise, of cheap food, the workingman must no

now be beguiled into the camp of the common enemy The

^eat inter^ts of the nation are so united and "««P»"^^*^

fgnculturists, artisans, and manufacturers vnl f^^^
g^ortangntah together. Any legislation that wiU v»it m-

iury upon one, is dangerous to the others.

The question of the high cost of Uving U one ^at chaU

lenges tiie best consideration of any government. Ho party na.

Z^l to make of it a stepping .tone to poUtical pow«. Bu

a it^t be made a political issue, for its solution then the

people must choose between a party on tile »"« h»nd 'hat for

more than thirty years has been buffeted about by Ac waves

of every known economic and tariff heresy ;
and a party ontt.^Ld that ha. ever been conriatent in »«• "f"^^*«^-

tagT the party which gave u. the National Policy-the bed-

rook, upon which rett. our national pitupority.

14



in-

B^

l>t

It

Uy
of

«y.

the

ler-

tad

rdi

lan,

lied

>nal

not

The

that

to-

t in-

!hal-

'hw
Bat

1 the

t for

aves

itht

Mkch-

b«d-






