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WHY DOES ST.JOHN NOTGROW?

By James Hannay, D. C. L.

[The question which Dr. Hannay asks in the heading of this article is
one of vital importance t) the people of St John. For thirty years the
population of St. John has been at a stand still. What is the reason ?
Dr. Hannay coes not attempt to answer this question, but he gives some
facts regarding the growth of some sections of the Province of
New Brunswick and the stagnation of others. The question, vital to every
resident of St. John is, how to remove the stagnation in that city—in other
words, how can St. John be given a start ahead. The New Brunswick
Magazine wants suggestions along this line from thinking people—not long

letters, but suggestions, brief and trenchant that will tell the people plainly

what they lack and
B. Magazine. ]

The question which 1 have placed
at the head of this article is a very
pertinent one and ought to interest
every inhabitant of New Drunswick,
for the growth of St. John may be
taken in some measure to indicate the
growth of the Province, St. John is our
chief comunercial centre, and if it is
not growing as rapidly as it ought to
do the cause ought to be discovered
and, if possible, a remedy lound. There
was a time when the city of St. John
grew quite rapidly.  The first census
of the Province was taken in the year
1834, and then the population of St.
John, within its present boundarics,

the remedy for present conditions. — Editor N.

was 16,100, The second census was
taken in 1840 and then St. John had
26,923 inhabitants, having increased
by 10,823 insix years. Another census
wis taken in 1851 and then St. John
had 31,174 inhabitants. ‘The city
was still growing but much more slow-
Iv than prior to the preceeding census.
In 1861, St. John had 38,817 inhabit-
ants, a very respectable increase of 24
per cent.  In 1871 the first Dominion
census was taken and St. Joln at that
time had 41,325 inhabitants. This
was not a large increase but it was
something. In 1881 the population of
St. John was 41,325; the city had
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barely held its own, the great fire
having occurred in the meantime. In
1891 the population of St. John had
fallen to 39,17q a decrease of upwards
of 2,000 from the previous census. In
1901 the population of the city was
40,711, an increase of a little more
than 1500 in 10 years.

Le: us compare these last figures
with the census returns of Halifax. In
1831 Halifax city had 14,422 inhab-
itants and, though much older than
than St. John, the latter city had
outstripped it in population. In 1851
Halifax had 20,749 inhabitants or
more than 10,000 less than St. John.
In 1861 the population of Halifax was
25,626, so that St. John was then
nearly 14,000 ahead of it. In 1871 the
population of Halifax, was 29,582.
In 1881 it was 36,100. In 1891, 38,437
and in 1901, 40,832. TFor the first
time in 1ts history since a regular
census was taken the population of
Halifax exceeded that of St. John. In
other words while Halifax has been
growing, steadily, the population of
St. John has been standing still or
declining for the past 30 years. In
1901 there were fewer people by 614
than there were in 1871,  In the
meantime Halifax hasadded upwards
of 11,000 to its population.

Noone will pretend to say, we think
that Halifax possesses the same
natural advantages as St. John. The
latter is situated at the mouth of a
large river which brings down every
- year, millions of feet of lumber to give
employment to the mills about St
John, and to add to its export trade,
The same river furnishes agricultural
products to feed the people of St. John,
St. John possesses a harbor which is
never frozen over in the winter and
which is available as a winter port for

the products of the west, yet with all
these advantages, Halifax is outstrip-
ing our New Brunswick city and there
ought to be some way of ascertaining
why this is so and how such a condi-
tion of affairs may be remedied. Is
the fault with the people of St. John
or isit due to some change inthe
condition of the Province itself? It
may be said that the falling off of the
population of St. John was caused by
the great fire, but while this, n6 doubt
had its effect, it cannot be held
responsible for the whole difficulty.
Portland, Maine had a great fire in
1866 which was quite as destructive
as that of St. John, yet its population
is now more than double what it was
was prior to the fire, Chicago had
also a great fire 35 years ago but that
did not stop the growth of that wond.-
erful city, and it has now four times
as many people as it had before its
great conflagration. A study of the
figures of the population of St. John
shows that even before the fire, its
growth had received a check for while
the rate of increase between 1851 and
1861 was 24 per cent. between 1861
and 1871 it was less than 7 per cent.
During the same decade the popula-
tion of the whole Province increased
by about 13 per cent. Since 1861 the
population of New Brunswick has
increased by 31 per cent. while that of
St. John has increased less than 5 per
cent. It is to be remarked however,
that most of the increase of population
in New Brunswick has been in the
Counties along the Gulf of St. Law-
rence.  The County of Charlotte has
has now a smaller number of inhab-
itants than it had i 1861, having
declined from 23,363, to 22,415. The
counties on the St. John river, exclud-
ing St. John, had 90,166 inhabitants

Fo R
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in 1861 and in 1go1, had 112,938,
inhabitants. Thisisan increase of 25
per cent. in 40 years. The counties
along the Gulf, including Albert, had
86,277 inhabitants in 1861, and at the
last census, their population had risen
to 144,020, an increase of nearly 8o
per cent.  Yet there does not seem to
be anything in the soil, climate, or
natural resources of the Northern
counties which should enable them to
grow three times as fast as the count-
ies upon the river St. John.

If the growth of St. John depended
altogether on the river counties we
might find in the slowness of their
increase of population a reason for
St. John standing still, but it is
evident that our chief commercial city
does not depend altogether on the
river counties, and that other reasons
must be sought for to account for its
condition. St. John has always had a
large trade with the Province of Nova
Scotia, and indeed all that portion of
Nova Scotia which lies on the Bay of
Fundy is naturally tributary to it.
The construction of the railway from
St. John to Shediac also opened up a
large business with the northern
counties which ought to have increased
as they obtained better facilities for
sending their products to market.

Many people have expressed the
opinion that the first serious blow
whichthetrade of St.John received was
the construction of the railway from
Woodstock to St. Stephen. That took
away from St. John a large amount of
the trade which it had with the up
river counties.  This connection was
established about the year 1866, and
ever since that time St. John has felt
the loss of this business. The fact
that the decline in the rate of growth
of the population of St. John coincided

with the construction of this railway
lends some force to the arguments of
those who thus account for the popu-
lation of the city not increasing more
rapidly.

Again the building of the Intercol-
onial Railway by the North Shore
deprived St. John of a business which
properly belonged to it and tended to
send the trade of the counties on the
Gulfof St. Lawrence to Halifax. The
railways that have been built in this
province have not been helpful to
St. John to the extent that they ought
to have been, and in some cases they
they have been very injurious. When
the Intercolonial was being located,
the people of St. Johnwere very an-
xious that it should go by the St. John
river valley, which was the shortest
way to the sea. [Failing that they
desired the central route which
would have come out at Apohaqui on
the existing line between St. John and
Shediac, and would have given the
city a great advantage over the line
which was selected. Strange to say,
we find the people of St. John 30 years
later protesting against another rail-
way through the centre of the province
which would bring St. John 200 miles
necarer the west than Halifax.

It is very much to be regretted that
the Intercolonial Railway should not
have come down the valley of the
St. John river. If it had done so, and
the North Shore had been provided
with railway facilities as would have
been the case, the trade of St. John
would now be double what it is,
Unfortunately that portion of the pro-
vince lying on the St. John river which
was formerly the most desirable and
the most populous, in consequence of
its means of communication by water,
since the advent of railways has
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become stagnant and dead. The
population of Sunbury county has
fallen from 6,057 in 1861 to 5,729 in
- 1901, while that of Queens has fallen

from 13,359 in 1861 to 10,077 in
1901. The same thing has happened
to the parishes of the county of Kings
which lie along the St. John river and
its tributaries, Westfield, Greenwich,
Kingston, Springfield and Kars. The
population of these parishes has fallen
from 7,360 to in 1861 5,718 in 1901.
This is a condition of affairs which
cannot be viewed without regret for
there ought to be no retrogression in
this comparitivdly new country.

The counties of Queens and Sunbury
contain some of the most valuable
lands in the province, and with good
facilities for reaching a market, the
produce of these counties ought to in-
crease year by year. Yet the census
returns do not show this to have been
the case. In 1861, these two counties
had 22,202 horned cattle while in 1901
they had 22,090. The number of sheep
had fallen from 26,505, to 14,322 and
the number of swine from 7,304, to
4,748. The number of horses 'h‘ad
increased from 3,789 to 4,713. l]}e
hay crop of Sunbury and Que‘gns in
1860 was 46,969, tons in 1900 it was
52,143. The potatoes grown in 1860
in these two counties amounted to
366,380 bushels. In 1900 the number
of bushels of potatoes produced was
346,841.  The number of busbels of
wheat grown fell from 7,897 in 1360
to 1,449, in 1goo. These two count-
ies produced 265,000 bushels of oats
in 1860, and 259,000 bushels .in
1goo.  There' was, however, an in-
crease in the amount of buckwheat
grdvn from 121,0001n 1860 to 155,000
in 1goo. The was also an increase in
butter, 553,000 pounds being made in

1860 and 845,000 pounds’in 1goo. In
1860 these two ' counties produced
69,000 pounds of cheese, and in 1900
the two cheese factories in these
counties produced 48,184 pounds of
cheese. There'are no statistics of the
cheese made by the farmers in ‘their
own dairies. These figures are not
encouraging for they show that two of
the counties which are most favorably
situated on the river and which are
very near St. John.are not increasing
in productiveriess but rather the
Teverse.

Yet while agriculture in Queens and
and Sunbury and in fhe river parishes
of Kings has not advanced’ there'is no
doubt that New Brunswick stands in
& much better position agriculturally -
than it did 40 years ago. 'In 1860 the
number of acres improved was 88 5,108
I 1900, it was 1,409,720, The value
9f the farms in 1860 wag $31,1609,946
In 1900, it was $38,708,938. The
value of the implements ‘and machin-
ery used in 1860 was 81,542,421 in
1900 1t was' $3,662,731. The follow-
ing table shows the live stock, farm
crops and agricultural

_ products of

two years, 1860 and 1900, <
. 1860 1900

Horses
Milch cows - eid Regry
Other horned cattle - 912,025 n&lua
Sheep - - 224,092 © 183,594
Swine - © - 73998 51,4763
Hay, tons 324,160 512,924
Wheat, bushels 279,775 581,290
Barley - 94,679 " 99,059
Oats - 3,656,883 4816,17)
Buckwheat 904,331 | 1,390,885
Rye - 57,504 2,809
Potatoes 041,339 +649,059
Other root crops* - OB49354 2,070,486
Beans “ - 50228 13,573
Peas “ 23449 16,808
Butter, 1bs. . < 4591477 B,025,843
Cheese 218,067 L574:174
Wool 633,757 709,816

These figures show that New Bruns-
wick as a whole has made great
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advances in agriculture during the
past 40 years, and while there is still
great room for improvement, the out-
look is hopeful.  Yet it is to be feared
that St. John has derived but little
benefit from these developements of
our greatest industry. It is stated
that the butter and cheese which is
made in the factories which have been
established throughout the province,
instead of coming to St. John for
export are sent to Montreal and
that in many cases the same
butter is sent from Montreal to St.
John for export during the winter.
This seems to be a very absurd and
unprofitable arrangement and its effect
cannot fail to be injurious to our agri-
cultural interests.

We have now at St. John, an
admirable system of deep water
wharves, with grain elevators, cattle
sheds and all the appliances for doing
a large export trade, yet it would
seem as though all these facilities had
been created for the benefit of shippers
outside of New Brunswick, and that
they are not having any effect on the
developement of the province itself. Is
it not time that we had merchants in
St. John prepared to deal in the
produce of the province, and to ship
these articles which are made in New
Brunswick to foreign markets? There
is no doubt if the farmers understood
that they could sell their stock and
produce in St. John for export, they
would engage much more largely in
their business than they do at present.
They have not yet been made to
understand that there are facilities at
St. John for the disposal of everything
they produce. In this connection St.
John should have and must have a
regular line of steamships running to
it in the summer from Europe. With-

out this we cannot hope to compete
with the farmers of the west, or to
induce our farmers to engage, more
lorgely in the production of human
food. e believe that if our farmers
were assured of an easy access to the
markets of Great Britain all the year
round they would do much more in
the productions of agriculture than at
present.  Many ficlds that are now
lying waste would be cultivated, and
ther would be greater encouragement
for the farmer to extend his business.
There was a time when St. John
appeared likelv to become an import-
ant manufacturing centre, but this
hope has not been realized.  Thirty
years ago St. John had numerous boot
and shoe factories, which appeared to
be prospering and which employed a
large number of persons. Now we
believe that they have all disappeared
It is not so many years since St. John
had extensive car works but these have
been removed to Amherst which has
become an important manufacturing
town. St. John also has had a sugar
refinery, glass works sewing machine
factory, rope walks and many other
industries which now no longer exist.
Fortunately it has been able to hold
on to its cotton mills although they
have been seriously threatened many
times. Some other industries are still
flourishing in St. John but it would
seem that this city is not doing as
much in the manufacturing line as it
ought to, considering its facilities and
advantages. Why this is so, should
be an object of anxious inquiry to all
who are interested it its welfare.
Perhaps the reason for the slowness
of the growth of St. John may
be found in its system of taxation,
which, we believe, is universally con-
demned.  When we find St. John
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enterprises having to keep their busi-
ness offices at Rothesay for the
purpose of avoiding the taxation of
the city, we may be sure there is some-
thing seriously wrong and that capital
will not be encouraged to-cofte toa
place which treatsits residents in such
a fashion. At present the tendency is
to avoid St. John, and this will cer-
tainly continue to be the case until
the system of taxation i$ changed. It
will be difficult no doubt to devise a
system which will lighten the burden
of taxation, for St. John has now a
large indebtedness, the interest of
whom amounts toupwards of $3.90a
head on every man, woman and child
in the city. But the burthen might be
adjusted in such a fashion as not to

strangle industries and prevent capital
from being invested. That this is the
effect of the existing system needs no
demonstration.

In this article I have touched but
lightly on the question under consid-
eration, in the hope that what has been
said will awaken those who are most
interested in the subject, to a sense of
the true position of St. John, which is
certainly not enjoying that degree of
growth and prosperity which seems to
be its right. A consideration of this
question and its proper solution will
be far more beneficial to the city than
than too much devotion to politics
which seem to lead to nothing except
disappointment.

ONE. WAY TO MAKE ST. JOHN GROW.

What will make St. John grow? That is the
vital question for the people who live in the
commercial metropolis of New Brunswick. If
we accept the ceusus returns as fact, and we
have no means of contradicting them, St. John
has not increased in population for thirty
years.  Cities and towns in all directions are
growing, yet St. John stand stills.  Why? That
is & question upon which a variety of opinions
exist. Since the days of wooden ship building
$t. John has been without a leading industry.
In the old days everything depended on ships
and lumber and every industry of this city
teaced its origin to one of these two  industries
which gave the greatest employment.  Wooden
ship building is now gonc forever and the
majority of the men who directed, or were
employed in the building of ships have joined the
silent majority. It willnever return, as wooden
ships are a thing of the past. Possibly as
many men are employed in cutting lumber as
ever for we have gradually developed that
industry beyond its limits of thirty years ago.
Still we export too much of our forest growth as

raw material—or only partly manufactured.

‘Fhe reason St. John does not grow is that
there is not enough manufacturing done in the
city. It has always been a difficult task to
obtain capital for manufacturing establishments
because a few have been started that have
failed to earn dividends and gone out of
being. Nothing is said about the hundreds of
thousands of dollars that have been sunk in
unprofitable mines by those who sought to
gain riches quickly and easily. If an investor
loses his money in a gold mine he says
nothing about it, but if he loses it in an
efort to starta factory he lays the loss to every
f'eason but the real cause. The failure of every
industry in St. John that has passed out of
existence can be directly traced to one cause—
lack of working capital. If an industrial con-
cern is to be made a success it must be its own
banker—must have sufficient money to go
into the market and purchase raw ma-
terial at the right time and not be com-
pelled to sacrifice the manufactured article to
raise ready money for the pay roll. Many
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industries have been brought into being in St.
John where the directors had to endorse the
company’s note to raise the money for working
expenses to start with. It is folly to expect
success when such methods have to beresorted
to and a receivership has invariably ended the
careers of such concerns.  But where there has
been sufficient capital and conservative man-
agement success has followed. There is more
money made by the capitalist who goes into
manufacturing than he who goes into trading,
and one factory is worth a dozen stores toa
city because of the employment it gives to
the people. It is true there has been quite a
development of manufacturing in St. Johnin a
small way in the last ten years and the result
is that labor which was a drug on the market
a decade ago is becoming scarce in these days.
Fifteen years ago an  advertisement for
female help would get a dozen responses to one
today.

To make St. John grow there should be
enough industrial development to give em-
ployment to the natural increase of population.
This does not mean only the population of
St. John city, but the country around as well,
In these days of improved machinery on farms
the same number of people are not nceded
for farm work as formerly and the surplus from
the country naturally gravitates to the nearest
city seeking emplovment. I this cannot begot
near by, then the farmer's son pushes on to
another city until finally he gets the employ-
ment, It is quite evident from the census
returns that the farmers’ sons in their quest for
work have simply passed through St.John, or
if they have found places here they have only
filled the shoes of others who have gone else-
where.  St. John spends freely in educating her
sons and daughters, but this money is largely
lost to the community, as only a percentage of
those who pass through the schools find
employment at home. This being the case
would it not be well for the large tax payer
who bears the burden of the cost of the schools
to study his own interest by endeavoring to

develop the industrial growth of the city.
St. John lost the Harris car works, which had
bieen a successful industry for a quarter of a
century, and which is still successful, because
her monied men refused to invest the capital
required  to retain the industry here.  This
plum went to Amherst, whose people furnished
the capital, St.John refused to put up,although
Amberstis not nearly so well situated for the
successful - prosccution of car building as s
St. John.

It is the general belief that St John s
The winter port business was
the beginning of a new era. It has cost the
city much, and is costing every year.  The
establishing of a dry dock ought to be followed
by a big ship yard.  But before either of these
will come petty jealousies must be forever for-
gotten.  What difference does it make to the
community if a man who succeeds in exploit-
ing a great project grows rich thereby, if the
community as a whole is also benefitted.  The
greatest fault of the people of St. John is their
desire to prevent the success of any project in
which they are not directly interested.  They
appear to hate hearing of the success of a
neighbour, forgetting that some portion of his
success must be to their own benefit.  Every-
body in business, or dependent for employment
on the industries or trade of a city is or
ought to be interested in the increased growth
of that city. 1f we had growth it would soon
put an end to petty jealousies, as the increased
trade would give more room for those now in
business, and provide a field for new comers
as well.  The great trouble now is that when
one concern which depends for its success on
the population of St. John develops another
declines.  This is because we have no growth,
If the population of St. John showed a con-
tinuous increase this would not beso.  The
problem “How to Make $t. John Grow" is one
of absorbing interest, of the highest import-
ance to those who have large investments
in the real estate or trade of the city.

growing again.



STORY OF THE QUEEN’S RANGERS.

A Fanious Fighting Regiment Which Came to
St. John at the End of the Revolution.

By James Hannay, D. C. L.

CHAPTER I

Of the thirty or more battalions of
Loyalists which enlisted in the service
of the Crown during the Revolution-
ary war, nonc has been so widely
celebrated as the Queen’s Rangers.
This, no doubt, is partly due to the
fact that they found a historian in
Licut. Col. Simcoe, their commanding
officer, who wrote a book to chronicle
their achievements; yet after making
all allowances for this advantage, it
must be admitted, without detriment
to the other, Loyalist corps, that the
Queen's Rangers exceeded them all in
length and variety of service. What
the famous Light Division was in
Wellington's Peninsular campaigns
the Queen’s Rangers became to the
British army in America; whenever
there wasan enterprise that demanded
celerity and daring, the Queen’s
Rangers were selected for the service
if they happened to be at all near the
place where it was to be performed.
Their six years of active service in the
war made them veterans, and- their
peculiar organization enabled them to

accomplish feats which would have
been quite beyond the power of an
ordinary battalion of the line. There
can be little doubt that during the
last three campaigns of the war the
Queen’s Rangers was the most efﬁciept
regiment in the British service in
America.

The name “ Rangers,” a survival of
the old French war, is that by which
they were almost universally known,
although in official documents they
appear occasionally as the “King's
First American Regiment,” an honor-
able distinction granted them in 1779.
In the I'rench war Major Robert
Rogers, of New Hampshire, was com-
mander of a corps known as Rogers'
Rangers, which did good service prior
to the fall of Quebec. When the
Revolutionary troubles arose Rogers
received a commission from the Crown
as colonel, and proceeded to enlist
men to serve against the Revolution-
ary armies.  This was the beginning
of the Queen’'s-Rangers, whom Rogers
naturally enough named after his own
old corps. The Rangers were enlisted
in the summer and autumn of 1776

»
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in Connecticut and the vicinity of
New York. They mustered at one
period above four hundred men, all
Americans and all Loyalists, Re-
cruiting for the Queen’s Rangers was
a service of no small danger, as may
be inferred from the fact that Daniel
Strang, who, early in 1777,
captured near Peekskill with a papey
in his  possession, signed by Col.
Rogers, authorizing him to enlist men
for the Queen's Rangers was tried by
an American  court martial and
hanged.  As the war advanced, the
composition of the Queen’s Rangers
very materiallv  changed, and the
native  American  element seriously
diminished in proportion to the other
nationalities which went to form the
regiment.  This was due to various
causes, the principal, no doubt, being
that the Rangers was the only
Loyalist Regiment that was author-
ized to enlist  Europeans.  The
Rangers gradually grew to be more a
Furopean than an American Regi-
ment. ‘To illustrate this fact, it may
Le stated that on the 24th August,
1780, according to the muster rolls, in
which, contrary to the usual course,
the nationality of the oflicersand men
was given, the Rangers—officers, non-
commissioned officers and men —were
found to be composed as follows:-—

Was

English
Scotch..... .o

Of the 40 Commissioned Officers
attached to the Queen’s Rangers at
this period, 19 were Scotch, g Ameri-
cans, 8 Irish, 3 English and 1 a
foreigner. Of the non-Commissioned
Officers at the same date, 24 were

THE QULEN'S RANGERS. G

Irish, 27 \wericans, 13 Englishy, 7
Scotch and 2 Of the
privates, therefore, 187 were lIrish, 122
Americans, 110 English, 3% Scoteli,
and 27 foreigners.  These
show that the American formed, at
that time, only about 25 per cent. of
the rank and file of the Regiment.
Colonel Rogers did not long remain
in command of the Rangers, but early
in 1777 was succeeded by Colonel
French.  The latter in his turn was
followed by Major Wevmess,

On the 27th August, 1770, General
Howe, i1 command of the British
army, defeated the Americans under
Washington at the battle of Long
Island and took possession of Brook-
Ivn. .\ few days later the Americans
were driven from New York and the
British army occupied it, an occupit-
tion which was muintained for seven
vears, or until the last band of
Lovalists which came to St. John in
the fall fleet bade it adien on the 25th
November 1783, The Queen’s Rang-
ers then formed a part of General
Howe's army, which began « series of
operations resulting in the capture of
IFort Washington and the flight of
the whole American army into New

joreigners,

figures

Tersey.

Prior to this. however, and wiile
the American army still occupied the
strong position in the heights west
of the Bronx, on the night of the 21st.
October, the Queen’s Rangers, under
Colonel Rogers, were lving at Mamai-
ronec, on Lony Island Sound, a few
miles to the north of New Rochelle.
Here thev were surprised by a force of
Delaware and Marvland troops under
Colonel Haslet, and a number of them
killed or captured.  ‘The Americans
claim that the Rangers on this occa-

sion, lost almost eightv men and
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sixty stands of arms, but very little
reliance is to be placed in American
accounts of the loses of their enemies
in the war of the Revolution. in the
action at Spencer's Ordinary in which
the Rangers were engaged in 1781,
the Americans returned a British loss
of 60 killed and 100 wounded, the
actual loss, as shown by the official
returns, being 33 killed and wounded.
We may conclude, therefore, that the
loss of the Rangers at Mamaronec
was probably much exaggerated. I
have not been able to discover any
British account of the affair, which in
the larger operations which Howe
was carrying on would hardly be
regarded as worthy of note.

The Queen's Rangers at this period
and fora long time afterwards formed
a part of General Kuyphausen's com-
mand. This general was a German
baron, a native of Alsace, the son of
the Colonel of the German regiment
of Dittforth, which served under the
Duke of Malborough.  General Kuy-
phausen was bred a soldier, and saw
much service in the Prussian army.
When the Britich government hired
twelve thousand German troops for
service in America, he came in com-
mand ol part of the force, and
continued in America until the end of
the war.  He was about sixty years
of age when he came to America.
John F. Watson, author of the Annals
of Philadelphia says of him “General
Kuyphausen was much of the German
in appearance ; not tall but slender
and straight.  His features were
sharp ; in manners he was very polite.
He was gentle and much esteemed.”

Fort Washington was captured by
the British on the 16th November,
1776, its reduction being effected with
a loss to the British of 78killed and
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380 wounded. The Americans had
54 killed and 93 wounded, and 2,813
of them surrendered ‘as prisoners of
war. In the operations which led to
the capture of Fort Washington, the
Queen's Rangers had a share, but
naturally énough, as a newly levied
force their part was not an important
one. They continued with Kuyphau-
sen as part of the force which guarded
New York on the land side, but took ~
no share in any important engage-
ment, for several months. In this
period, however, they became eflicient
soldiers and fitted themselves for the
conspicuous part they were to play in
future actions with the enemy.

In July 1777 the British army under
General Howe, sailed from New York
and, landing at the head of Chesa-
peake Bay, commenced a victorious
march towards Philadelphia. This
movement brought on the battle of
Brandywine, which was fought upon
the 11th September, General Wash-
ington being in command of the
Americans, and the result buing their
total defeat.  The Queen’s Rangers
formed part of General Howe's army
on that memorable day, and covered
themselves with glory.  They were
then under the command of Major
Weymess and were with the right
wing of the army which was com-
manded by Kuyphausen. The Brandy-
wine is a small river which flows into
the Delaware from the north, entering
the latter near Wilmington. It is
fordable in several places, yet seemed
to offer such advantages for defence
that Washington took up a position
behind it with a view to check the
British in their avance on Philadel-
phia. Washington who had been on
the western bank of the Brandywine
with his headquarters at Wilmington,
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came to the east bank by Chad's ford
before daylight on the morning of the
oth September, and established his
head quarters at a house about a mile
eastward of the Brandywine. The
British, the same evening, marched
forward in two columns, Kuyphausen
with the left, and Cornwallis with the
right. On the morning of the 1oth
they united at Kennet Square, a
small village, about seven miles west
of the Brandywine. That evening
they advanced two miles farther, or to
within a mile of Welsh's tavern, and
about five miles west from Chad's
ford.

On the morning of the 11th Sep-
tember, the day of the battle, on the
Brandywine, the main body of the
American army was posted on the
heights to the east of Chad's ford and
commanding the passage of the river.
The brigades of Mecklenberg and
Weeden, which composed General
Greene's division, occupied a position
directly east of the ford. Wayne's
division and Proctor’s artillery were
posted upon the brow of an eminence
near Chad's house, immediately above
the ford; and the brigades of Sullivan,
Sterling and Stephen, which formed
the right wing, extended upwards of
of two miles up river from Chad's
ford. At Pyles’ ford, two miles
below, General Armstrong was posted
with one thousand' Pennsylvania
Militia; and General Maxwell with
upwarls of one thousand light troops
took post on the heights on the west
side of the river, about a mile from
Chad's ford, to check the advance of
the British, towards that crossing
place.

General Howe's planof attack was
similiar to that adopted in the battle
of Long Island, and involved a circuit-

ous march for the purpose of getting
on the enemy’s flanks and rear. At
daybrzad the column of Cornwallis,
which was camposed of two bat-
talions of grenadiers, two of light
infantry, the Hessian grenadiers, part
of the seventy-first regiment, and two
British brigades, in all about 10,000
men, moved northward along the
Lancaster road which runs for
several miles parallel to the Brandy-
wine, but distant from it some three
miles. A dense fog shrouded the
landscape and the movement of
Cornwallis was not perceived by the
Americans until between g and 10
in the morning, when some American
light horse under Colonel Bland dis-
covered a part of Cornwallis's division
marching towards the west branch
of the river at Trimble ford, about
seven miles above Chad's ford, where
the bulk of the American army was.
This news did not reach Washington
until nearly noon, by which time
Cornwallis had made a circuitous
march of seventeen miles, crossing the
west branch of the Brandywine at
Trimble's ford, and the east branch
at Jefferies’s ford, and was within
two miles of the right flank of
the American army, where General
Sullivan was resting at his ease in
utter ignorance of the%Tact that Corn-
wallis had moved at all.

At g o'clock when Cornwallis had
b-en several hours on the march
Kuyphausen moved forward towards
Chad’s ford with his division which
consisted of two British brigades, a
body of Hessian’s and the Queen’s
Rangers in all about 4,000 men. His
orders were to amuse the Americans
with feigned efforts to make a passage
at Chad's ford until the cannon of
Cornwallis announced that he had got
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in the rear of Washington’s army.
Maxwell with his light troops, vainly
attempted tooppose his advance. He
occupied a wooded height near the
river and a furious contest ensued
before he was d.slodged. The most
of the fighting fell upon the Queen’s
Rangers, then about 400 strong, and
on a detachment of  riflemen under
Major PFerguson of the 71st Regt.
Maxwell and his light infantry were
driven across the river and Kuyphau-
sen, from heights on the western bank
commenced a connonade of  the
American position.  About 2 o'clock
in the afternoon Cornwallis, who had
got into the rear of the American
army made a furious attack upon it,
and soon alterwards  Kuyphausen
hegan to force a passage across the
Brandywine at Chad’s ford, where he
~vas opposed by the American troops
under General Wayne.  The attempt
to stop the victorious British was
futile, Wayne was defeated and his
guns captured, and at the same time
Cornwallis broke the American right
an-1 their whole arny was soon flying
in every direction.  The Americans
retreated to Chester in the utmost
disorder, and if General Howe had
been prompt in pursuit, Washington's
army would have ceased to exist as a
military body.

The British loss in the battle of
Brandvwine was killed 488
wounded and six missing.  Of this
about ove fifth fell upon the
Queen’s Rangers who had one third

of their total number killed or wound-
ed.

G0

loss

Of the twenty one commissioned
oflicers of the Queen's Rangers engag-
ed at the battle of Brandywine, four-
teen were either killed or wounded,
There can be no better proof than this
statement affords of the closeness and

severity of the fighting in which they
were engaged in this famous battle.
That their merits were duly ap-
preciated is shown by the following
notice which appeared in the Phil-
adelphia Ledger of December 3rd,

1777, evidently from an official
source;- -

“No regiment in the army has gained
more honor in this campaign than the
Queen’s Rangers; they have been
engaged in every principal service,
and behaved nobly ; indeed, most of
the officers have been wounded since
we tuok the field in Pennsylvania.
General Kuyphausen, after the action
of the 11th September, at Brandy-
wine, despatched an aide de camp to
General Howe with an account of it.
What he said concerning it was short,
but to the purpose. ‘Tell the
General ' (says he) “Iimust ie silent
as to the behaviour of the Rangers,
for I want even words to express my
own astonishment to give him an
idea of it."  The 13th the following
appeared m  orders:  ‘The Com-
mander in Chief desires to convey to
the officers and men of the Queen's
Rangers his approbation and acknow-
ledgment for their spirited and gallant
behaviour in the engagement of the
tith inst, and to assure them how
well he is satisfied with their distin-
guished conduct on that day. His
excellency only regrets their having
suffered so much in the gallant execu-
tion of their duty,'”

The American loss in the battle of
{3randywine amounted to 300 killed,
b00 wounded and 400 taken prisoners.
They also lost ten field pieces and a
howitzer. Many Erench officers were
engaged in this action on’ the side of
of the Americans, and one of them, the
Baron de St. Ouray,was taken prisbner.
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Had Brandvwine been followed up
as it should have it would have
become the decisive battle of the war.

The battle of Brandywine opened
the way to Philadelphia which was
occupied by General Howe on the
26th September.  When he first took
possession of the city the British
veneral stationed the main division of
his army at Germantown which
1s about eight mles to the
of Philadelphia.  Washington en-
camped about twenty miles from
the Pennsylvania capital, at Penni-
becker's miils, between the Perkering
and  Skippack Creeks. By the be-
ginning  of  October Washingtoa's
army  had been considerably rein-
forced, while Gazneral Howe'. was
much weakened by the absence of
the detachmants which had baen
sent for the purpose of rzlusing
Billingsport and the forts on the
Delaware,  Washington was informed
of this a1d conceival the design of
surprising the British force at (Gzrman-
town and destroying it before it could
be re-enforced.  Judge Jones, in his
History of New York asserts that
Gieneral Howe was informed of his
design, bat he thought so little about
the matter, that he never thought
proper to let the commanding oficer
at  Germantown know that he
possessed  such information.  The
consequence was that in the early
morning of the 3rd October, while
Washington with his whole army was
stealing sileatly upon the British, the
latter ware slesping unconscious of
danger, and in fancied security.

The British line of encampment at
(iermantown crossed the village at
right angles, near its centre, the right
wing extending westward from the
town towards the Schuylkill. The

na. th

German position was covered in front
with German chasseurs, some mounted
and some on foot. The British right
extended eastward from the village,
and was covered in front by the
Queen’s Rangears. Th: Americans
plan of attack, which was decided
upon at a council of olficers called by
Washington, gave every promise of
success. It was arranged that the
divisions of Suallivan and  Wavae,
flanked bv (Lonway’s brigade were to
mke a front attack -ntering German-
town by way of Chestout hill, while
(reneral Armstrong, with the Peunsy-
lvania Militia, should get in the
British lefi and rear by the Manatawny
road. At the sanz time the division
of Greene and Stephen, thakad by
McDouzall's brigadz were to make a
circuit by way of the Line Kiln road
and attack the British right, while the
Maryland and Jersev militia under
Generals Smallwood and  Forman
were to march by the old York road,
and fall upon the rear of the British
right. Laed  Sterling, with the
brigades of Nash and Maxwell formed
the American reserves.

After dark Washington with his
army moved silently from his camp
towards Germantown. He accom-
panied the columan of Wayne and
Sallivan in person. A little before
sunrise his army emerged from the
woods in front of the British pickets
at Chestnut hill.  Shortly before that
time his approach had been discovered
by the British patrols who gave the
alarm.  Such troops as could be got
together were hurriedly sent forward
to Mount Airy, a position about a
mile north of the village of German-
town. At 7 o'clock Sullivan’s advanced
party, drawn chiefly from Conway's
brigade, fell upon -he British pickets
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and drove them back to the main body
which. consisted of a part of the
Fortieth Regt. and some light infan-

try.  Sullivan’s main body moved to
the right through the fields, and

forming in a lane leading towards the
Schuylkill attacked the British on the
teft flank ir such overwhelining num-
bers that they fetl back towards
Germantown. Colonel Musgrave thus
furiously attacked, threw himself with
five companies of the Fortieth Regt.
into a large stone house, owned by
* Judge Chew, and checked the pursuit
of the enemy.  Such a tremendous
firc of musketry was kept up from this
building that the further progress of
the Americans in the centre was
stopped.  Cannon were brought to
bear on the house, but so strong were
its walls and s» high the courage of
its garrison that it was found imposs-
ible to dislodge them. Attempts were
made to set the house on fire, but
without success.  The attempt to
capture Chew's house caused many of
the Americam iroops to halt and
brought back Wayne's division which
had advanced far beyond it. Sulli-
van's left flank was thus uncovered
and his plans totally disconcerted. It
was the crises of the battle.

While this attack was in progress,
General Greene with his heavy force
had attacked the British right wing,
in which were the Queen's Rangers,
and attempted to occupy the village.
In this object Greene was foiled, for
General Gray, at this moment, finding
his left secure, marched to the assist.
ance of his centre and right.  Colonel
Matthews with a detachment of
Greene's column, after capturing
about one hundred British near Chew's
h.ouse was swirounded by the British
right wing and compelled to sur-
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render. A strong British force was
sent forward to release Colonel
Musgrave in Chew's house. The
Americans were defeated at all points
and fled from the field leaving their
dead and wounded Wbehind them.
Their well planned attack had igno-
miniously failed.

Although the battle of German-
town lasted only two hours and forty
minutes, the loss was large for the
numbers engaged. The Americans
had 1se killed, 521 wounded, and
upwards of 400 were made prisoners
so that their total loss was about 11005,
The British loss was 535, of whom less
than oo were killed.  Germantown
reflected the greatest credit on the
British troops engaged in it, and no
corps on the field that day fought
better than the Queen's Rangers,
although sadly reduced in numbers.
The list of causualitics made up on
the 24th November 1777 show that in
the preceeding three months the
Rangers had 1lost 141 men, or more
than one-third of their strength. A
recapitulation of their losses will show
more vividly than anything else the
various reductions of its strength to
which a regiment is exposed:-—

................................. 2
In Hospital..................... 73
Discharged, unfit for service. .. 13
Prisoners with the enemy. ... 7
Deserted.................... e 19
Total... ... ;47

At the same date the effective
strength of the Queen's Rangers, after
having received a reinforcement of
more than 100 recruits, was only 329
rank and file, in addition to 42 absent
on duty or on leave. In addition to
the list of casualties above given,
there were many men slightly
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wounded at Brandywine and German-
town who had returned to their duty
prior to the 24th November, 1777, the
date of the return from which I have
been quoting.

The Queen's Rangers, after the
battles of Brandywine and German-
town, consisted of eleven companies
o_f infantry ; to wit, a grenadier and
light company, eight battalion com-
panies, and a Highland company with
the national dress and a piper. The
uniform of the Rangers wasa dark
green, with dark belts and accoutre-
ments, this being the best color for
the kind of campaigning in which they
were engaged.  After Simcoe became
commanding officer of the Rangers in
October 1777, he found that their
efficiency would be greatly increased
by the addition of a few cavalry. Sir
William Erskine offered to supply him
with dragoons whenever he needed
them, but their dress was so different
fr()m that of the Rangers, being of red
with white belts, that Simcoe deemed
fhem unsuitable.  He suggested that
1t would be better to mount a dozen
soldiers of his regiment, and Sir
Willian Erskine approved of this idea
and sent a suitable number of horses,
saddles and swords. This little body
of mounted Rangers was placed under
the command of Benjamin Kelly, a
sergeant of distinguished gallantry,
who deserted from the American army
The appearance and accountrements
of these troopers became the subject
of a good deal of ridicule, especially
by the officers of the regular army,
but they speedily became so useful
that other bodies of mounted men
were raised for similar services in
other corps. The Queen’s Rangers—
Hussars, as they were termed—were
in December placed under the com-

mand of Lieut. Wickham, an oflicer
quickness and courage, and soon
afterwards, when their number was
increased to 30, Ensign Procter was
added. In 1778 the Hussars were
formed into a troop of 40, rank and
file, with Wickham as Captain, Allan
McNab f father of the celebrated Sir
Allan McNab), Lieutenant and quar-
termaster, Spencer, of the 16th-
Dragoons as Cornet.  The strength of
the Queen's Rangers at that period
was 388 rank and file. In the summer
of 1779 a troop of Buck's County (Pa.j
Light Dragoons, under the command
of Capt. Sandford, was attached to
the Queen's Rangers.  In October of
this year the strength of the Rangers
was 443 rank and file of infantry and
96 of cavalry, including 41 Buck’s
County dragoons; so that the total
strengtlrof the Queens Rangers proper,
was just 498 rank and file.

In the summer of 1780 two new
troops of cavalry were formed-—one
under the command of Captain David
Shank, with George Spencer as
Lieutenant and William 1. Lawler
as Cornet; and the other under the
command of Captain John Saunders
{(afterwards Chief Justice of this
Province), with John Wilson, Lieuten-
ant and ‘Thomas Merritt, Cornet. In
December of this year the strength of
the Queen’s Rangers was eleven com-
panies of infantry, numbering 478
rank and file, and three troops of
cavaliy numbering 117 rank and file—
a grand total of 595, exclusive of
Commissioned Officers.  Early in
December, 1780, a fourth troop of
cavalry was formed and placed under
the command of Captain Thomas J.
Cook, who had been a Lieutenant in
the 17th Dragoons. This troop was
recruited in New York. William D.
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I.awler became its Lieutenant and
Samuel Clavton the Cornet. In April,
1781, a troop of German Hussars,
‘under the command of lLieutenant
George Albus, was attached to the
Rangers, which then consisted of
eleven companies of infantry and five
troops of cavalry., ‘That vear the
Rangers were engaged in active ser-
vice in the South, from the beginning
of Januarv until the surrender of
Cornwallis’ army in the latter part of
October. Thev were continually en-
gaged and suffered heavy losses vet
their strength on the 24th June, 1731,
was 447 rank and file of infantry and
163 cavalry, 610 in all, exclusive of
Capt. Saunders’ troop, which was then
at Charleston, S. C,, and from which
we have no returns.  On the 24th
August of the same year, the strength
of the Rangers was of infantry, 372
rank and file, and of cavalry 188, ex-
slusive of Capt. Saunders’ troop and
also of the German Hussars, which
were still serving with them.  In the
preceding two months the strength of
the Regiment has been reduced by
50 men, and the muster rolls show
that 18 had been killed, 34 were in
hospital wounded, 20 were prisoners,
and 14 had deserted.  The next two
months saw the end of the active
secvice of the Queen's Rangers, for
thev were included in the surrender of

the Army of Cornwallis at Yorktown,

which took place on the 18th October,

1781.  Their losses had in the meun-

timf been heavy, no less than 30

having been killed or died from the

24th August to the 24th October, and

the number of wounded and sick being

very large. At the latter date the

infantry numbered 333 rank and file,

:g:nt(;frf"u:xrlorg, exclusive of ‘Captain
LS p and the Germans,
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179, a grand total of 512. Some ides
of the waste of war may be formed
fact that the Queen’s Rangersin 1781,
although thev had more than 150 men
added to their number by enlistment
and the return of men who had been
imprisoned, came out of that campaign
nearly 100 weaker than they entered
it. Their losses, therefore, in 1781
must have been fully 250 men, of
whow nearly 1co were killed or died
of their wounds. .

On the 15th October, 1777, Major
Weymess having retired from the
regiment, John Giaves Simcoe, who
was a Captain in the 4oth Regt.
of the lire was appointed to the
Queen’s Rangers with the rank of
Major Commandant. A full account
of Simcoe will be given further on. [t
is suflicient to sav lere that in his
hands the Rangers became, to use the
words of an Americun historian of the
war, *a model of order, discipline and
bravery.” A great many of the
original officers of the regiment, whe
were found to  be unfit for the
positions they occupied, had been
dismissed and  their places filled
mainly by gentlemen from the South-
ern colonies who had joined Iord
l)u.nmore in Virginia and distin-
guished themselves under his orders.
To these were added some v
from the army, “the whole,’
remarks,

olunteers
; . " as Simcoe
. ‘consisting of voung men,
active, full of love of the service.
emulous to distinguish themselves in
1t, and looking forward to obtain,
thr'nugh their actions, the honor of
being enrolled in the British army.”
OFFICERS OF THE QUEEN’S
RANGERS IN 1777.

The following abstract from the
muster rolls of the Queen’s  Rangers,
of the 24th Nov. 1777, after the battles
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of  Brandywine and
shows the officers and non-commis-
stoned officers attached to the several
companies at that date or, the causes
of their absence. It will be observed
that  several resignations, transfers,
deaths and promotions are recorded: —
UVAPTAIN SAUNDERS' COMPANY.

A-'\l:lj‘n' commandant-—- James  Weynmess, re-
Sgned 15th Oct.

Major- John Grymes, resigned 26th Oct.

Major commandant— John  Graves Simcor,
appointed 15th Oct,

Captain commandant - Arthur Ross, ap-
pointed, 16th Oct,

Captain- -John Saunders, sick in quarters.

Licutenant- - Abraham Close, resigned 17th
September,
. Lieutenant - - John Whitlock, transfered from
Cap. MeCrea's company 11th Noy,

Fnsign- William Atkinson, promoted aoth
Sept. to be Licutenant,

Ensign - George  Proctor, appointed  17th
September,

Adjutant George Ormond,

Quarter-Master Alex. Matheson,

Surgeon- - Alpx, Kellock.

Surgeon's mate- sane Ball, resigned 24th

October,
Sergeant- Peter Newton.
- —Jacob Revere.
-~ Solomn Stevens.
Corporals - Tohn Dwyer, killed 12th Sept.
- --John Frederick Pickert,
-«Nicholus Sumondyke.

“

0

"/\l:il‘AlN ARMSTRONG'S  COMPANY  (GRENDIERS).
L‘npmin --Richard Armstrong,
Lieut. ~John McGill, promoted to

19th Oct,
l.feut. James King, sick in Philadelphiz.
l‘.u‘ul. - Samuel Smith, wounded.

Sergeant. - | homas Drvyer.
* —Peter Gray,
—John McPherson.
. ~John Lynch, sick in New York.
‘ Corporal . John Johnston, promoted  18th
Okctober,

Coporal-- James Kidd.
" ~-Robert Richey.

Captain

«“

“

CAPT. MACKAY'S (HIGHLAND} COMPANY.
'(«.ﬂptammlohn Mackay, sick in quarters.
ltl(’lft.-zlzn(-;\s Shaw, promoted 15t Nov.
sign-—Alex. Matheson.

Germantown

Sergeant- James Machirdy.
- —Maleolm Buoe, sick 1 quarters,

- Geoo Hamilton, sick  in quarters.
Corporal- Donald Macdonald,
" John Macdonald.
- Jobn King.
CAPTAIN STEPHENSON'S  COMPANY.
Cuaptain - Job Williams, died of his wounds

1gth Sept.
Captain -
from Capt. Murray's Co.

Francis  Stephienson, transferved

Licut.- Murray, promated 12th Sept. 1o he
captain,

Licut. - Beaslv Joel,  transferced to Captain
Kerr's Co.

Licut. ~Alex. Wickhum, transferred  from
Captain Agnew’s Co.

Licut. - Heetor MeKay, transferred  from
Captain MeKay's Co.

Sergeant - Simean Merill,

“ —Robert  Gardener, transferred  to
Captain Marray's Ca,

Sergeant- John o Ladan,
Captain Murray's Co.

Sergeant - Wm, Whitley,

transferred  from

Carporal - -Charles White killed 11th Sept.
“ ~-Miles Swinny.
o --Wm. Clinton,

CAPTAIN DUNLOP'S COMPANY,

Captain- James Dunlop, absent on leave in
New York.

Licutenanit - Géorge  Otmond, removed  to
Capt. Agnew’s Company.

Licutenant--Allan MeNab, promoted  Oct.
17th.

Ensign---Charles Fraser, appointed Oct 1gth

Sergeant- Nathaniel Munday.

“ ssaae Gilbert,

- ~William Frost,
Corporals— Morrison Hichok.

" - Johnson Raymond.

. ~-William McLaughlin.

CAPTAIN M'CREA'S COMPANY,
Captan- -Robert MeCrea, prisoner with the
rebels, 24th Oct,
Licutenant-- David Shank,
Ensign-—Samuel Bradstreet.
Sergeant- Stephen Wainwright,

“ ~—Robert Chandler.
. - = Nelson, killed 11th Sept.
- =~Duncan  MePherson,  promoted

28th Oct.
Corporal--James Smith,
. —Thomas Gould, killed 11th Sept.
o -James Tabourt, sick in New York,
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CAPTAIN MURRAY'S COMPANY,

Captain—TFrancis Stephenson, transferred to '
Light Company 14th Oct.

Captain—James Murray, transferred from
Light Company 1ath September.

Lieutenant— David Shank, transferred to
Captain McCrea's company.

Lieutenant—Nathaniel Fitzpatrick, promoted
1gth September. ’

Ensign—]John Wilson, appointed 12th Sept.

‘Rergeant—Joseph Adams, sick in hospital.

v -~Benjamin Fowler,

“ —Elnathan Appleby.
Corporal—John ledann.

“ —Thomas Holland.

CAPTAIN AGNEW'S COMPANY.
Captain--Stair Agnew, sick in Philadelphia.
Iieutenant —Ceorge Ormond.
Ensign--Charles Dunlop, sick in New York,
Sergeant-—-Daniel Purdy.

« ° ~Thomas Pryor,

" —-John Finch.
Corporal—James Brown.

" ~—Benjamin Kelly.

CAPTAIN KERR'S COMPANY.
Captain— Robert Murden, died of his wounds

1ath September.,
Captain--James Kerr, promoted to be Cap-
*tain 20th September,
Licutenant--Stair - Agnew, promoted to he
Captain 27th September,
Licutenant—Beasly Joel, wounded at New
York.
Ensign-~Simon Bradstreet.
Sergeant-- Hacabah Cavehart,

. - Henry Gass, taken prisoner,
" ~-John Johnston.
Corporal---Terrence Martin,
“ ~-Thomas Shannon.
" —Johu Cunningham, in hospital at
Philadelphia.

CAPTAIN SMYTH'S COMPANY.
Captain—John F. D. Smyth,
Lieutenant —Thomas Murray.
Sergeant—-James Dow,

' ~-Samuel Burnet,
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Sergeant—James Dawson.

“ —John Gee.

“ ~=James McComb.
—John Hutchison.
“ -—Gilbert Garland.
— Solomon Wright.

William Taylor.

«  —John Bell.
s —John Shea, in hospital at Phila-
delphia.

CAPTAIN M'GILL'S (LIGHT) COMPANY,

Captain—John Mackay, transferred to late
Capt. McAlpine's Co.

Captain—John McGill, promoted Oct. 19,
and transferred from Capt. Armstrong’s Co.

Lieutenant—James Kerr, promoted to be
Captain September aoth, and transferred to
late Capt. Murden's Co. '

lieutenant—William Atkinson, transferred
from Capt. Saunders’ Co.

Ensign-—-Hector McKay, transferred to Capt.
Stephenson’s Co,

Ensign— George Pendrid, appointed Septem-
ber zoth.

Sergeant-- Jacob Jones, in hospital, Phila-
delphia.

Sergeant - Stephen Jarvis, in hospital Philda-
delphia.

Sergeant--James King,

Corporal—Andrew Curtis.

" —John Galloway,

-~Joseph Donahow.

W

Of the commissioned officers in the
above list who survived the war, Cap-
tains Saunders, Armstrong, Mackay,
McCrea, Agnew and Kerr, came to
this Province at the peace, as did
Lieuts. Whitlock, Armand and Mc-
Nab, .Ensign Dunlop, and the great
majority of the non-commissioned
officers and privates, who were left-
at the surrender of Cornwalljs,

TO BE CONTINUED.




FOR A WOMAN’'S SAKE.

A Serial Story.

By Mrs. C. N. Williamson.

CHAPTER I
THE CRIMSON MARK.
“It's my favourite waltz,” said the
Duchess “I want to dance.”

Another excuse not to give me my
answer,” said the Duke.

The beautiful woman
“Well, if it is?"

“You are driviug me mad, that's
all.  Perhaps it's not much to vou.”

“It's a great deal. There i'll give
up the waltz, and go out to the rosery
with vou, as you asked, to—look at
the moon. Now, am I not good ? ”

*I will tell you when I've had my
answer, Come!”

He had a masterful way, and it
pleased her whim'to obey. They
stood in a curious position toward
each other, these two, and for the
Duchess it had its fascination, though
she rebelled. She was in a strange
mood to-night. She knew what he
wished to say, but she was not sure
\\'l:nat she wished to say in return.

I'he dance wasat the country house
of a Cabinet Minister, whose wife was
the Duchess's intimate friend. The
Duke had come from town on purpose
though he had an engagement in
London early next morning, and to
kuep it must leave soon after mid-
night. For the sake of less than an

laughed.

hour with her, he had spent three
hours in a railway train, and presently
would spend three hours more in the
same dull way. She would have been
less than a woman if she had not been
flattered.

The rosery at Revel Abbey was as
famous as the old house. To-night
bathed in moonlight, the roses were
sweet, pale ghosts of their daytime
selves, and their perfume as a spell of
enchantment. The tall handsome man
and the tall, beautiful woman in her
gleaming white dress—filmy as if
woven of moonlight —walked in sil-
ence down the straight path, until
they came to a marble walled terrace
at the end, which looked out over
low-lying country to the spire of

Salisbury Cathedral.  There they
paused.
“Isn't it beautiful?” asked the
Duchess.

“ Beautiful,” replied the Duke, his
eyes not on the scene, but on her face.
Her hand lay soft as a fallen rose leaf
on the carved balustrade of marble.
He closed his upon it. *Youknow [
worship vou!” he exclaimed, almost
fiercely. ‘

“Do1? 1 don't believe you know
it yourself. You think you do because
you and I have found ourselves sud-
denly cast—without rehearals-~for
the roles of leading man and lady in a
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romantic drama. You don’t like to
refuse the part—ah, now I've made
you wince! You can't bear to be
remmded that | was once a singer in
opera.”

« Because I am jealous. [am hid-

eously jealous of every man who ever

dared to love you. lam jealousof the
one who is dead~—my cousin, and your
husband, at least in name. I am
jcalous even when you danc> with
anyone except my self.” ‘

“"That doesn't sound encouraging.”

«[can’t help it. If jealousy bea
fault, it is a fault bom of love too
strong, too passxonate

“Love can't be toostrong or pas-
sionate to please the woman to whom
it's given. But it isn’t only the force
of vour fecling for me. You rpent
vears in the Far F.ast, when your
father was Ambassador to Turkey.
Your earliest impressions as a boy
were formed there. At heart, you are
a Turk where women are concerned.
If vou married, you would like to shut
your wife up in a cage, and make
her cover her face when she went
out.”

The Duke laughed.
you are partly right.  But I promise
to improve. If you will give yourself
to me, I'll tey with all my heart and
soul to make you happy.”

* But would you trust me?  Women
of my type can't be happy unless they
are trusted. ©should grow in the end
to hate a man who did not trust me
utterly.”

As she said this she looked up with
eyes so beautiful, so pure and true,
that he answered impulsively: “I
swear to trust vou, all in all, and
always, because you are vourself. You

are unique--a priceless pearl among
women,

“I'm alraid

It would be degrading you,

THE NEW BRUNSWICK MAGAZINE.

degrading myself, to doubt you ever.’
Moved by his sincerity and passion

and (though she scarcely knew this

herself) Ly the extraordinary beauty
of his dark, handsome face, 'spirit-
ualised by the moonlight, the Duchess
gave him both her hands, sparkling
with rings.

“1 think I am very much in love
with you, Guy,” she said, with an
adorable smile.

He crushed her hands against his
lips. “You will be my wife "

“Yes—unless I change my mind.”

“1 won't let you change your mind.
I won't give you time.”

He would have caught her in his,
arms, but with a little cry, she
motioned him away, * Take care,
someone is coming! Oh, it is vour
pretty little ward. Cecily Dalzell
with Dick Paget. They are walking
straight towards us.  How white the
child looks in the moonlight.”

The Duke murmured something
inaudible, but evidently not compli-
mentary to the couple who had
cheated im of a first kiss from the
woman he adored. e pulled at his
moustache savagely, and did not
speak when the new comers drew
nearer, the young man calling out
out something gay and foolish.

“Miss Dalzell was rightI” Paget
exclaimed. “She has. the sharpest
eves!  Long before I saw anything
but a white dress, she said  ‘It's G wuy
and the Duchess,””

At this revelation the young girl,
who was scarcely past childhood,
blushed so cruelly that her small, oval
face was dyed scarlet even in the
bleaching moonlight. “We only came
on to look at the view from the
ter.race," stie hurriedly explained, her
voice quivering. “We won't stay and
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interrupt—your conversation.”

“You aren't interrupting in the
least,” debonairly replied the Duchess
of Oxfordshire, who was twenty-five,
and felt herself countless ages older
than the girl of seventeen, whose
angry voung eyes blazed above flam-
ing cheeks. “It is late. The Duke
has to catch his train. We were on
the point of going back to the house.”

His lips opened as if to protest, or
to make doubly sure of her by pro-
claiming the secret then and there,
bu.t her look warned him to silence.
Dick Paget and the girl turped to-
wards the house, whose many windows
jewelled with lights, sparkled at a
distance through a dark, netted screen
of trees; the Duke and Duchess
followed,

"‘ You are cruel,” he said, in a low
voice, audible only as an inarticulate
nmurmur to the pair in advance, *“ to
cheat me of mv last few moments-—
the best of all!” ,

“ We don't want our engagment to
Leak out yet,” answered the Duchess ;
.a'nd you know what a gossip Dick
18."

“Why don't we want it to *leak
out?” T should like nothing better
than to anncunce it to Lady Went-
wood when we go in, and let her tell
everybody lere.”

“No; it's delightful to think that,
for a while, no one in the world but
our two selves will know. Besides,
that child, Cecily Dalzell—did you
see her face ?”

“I didn’t look.”

“ldid.  Guy, she's in love with,
you,”
“Very silly if she is. Babies

shouldn't fall in love; but if they do,
they soon get over it.
- “Isn’t there any truth, then, in the
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story that vouadopted thechild when
she was a tiny thing, with the idea of
training her to grow up an ideal
wife ?”

“[ confess there was some idiotic
Jream of the sort in my head when I
first made her my ward, DBut that
was nine vears ago. 1 was twenty ;
she was eight.”

“Yet perhaps you didn't quite give
up he idea until—lately.”

“1 gave it up, once and forever, the
moment I saw you.”

“A\ year and a-half ago. She was
already sixteen, old enough to have
thoughts and—hopes, which, perhaps
vou had given her some right to
have.”

“ 1 never spoke of love to the child
in my life. The dream was a boy's
dream, which gradually dissolved as
the boy became a man. The more
rapidly Cissy responded to training the
more she bored me. It wasasifl had
created her, and always knew exactly
what she would do and say next.”

“I know vou had her educated in a
French convent, and I've heard that
until lately she was never allowed to
speak to a man or a boy alone.”

“She has plenty of liberty now-—
vou see for yourself.” :

“Ah ! now that you no longer want
her. Think, if she cares for you, how
the change must be breaking her
heart.”

“ She ought to be jolly glad to have
a good time, and to bave been allowed
to come out in the spring, alter she
had teased me last year to do so, and
| had refused. But for Heaven's sake,
Magda, don’t let us waste our time
talking of Cissy. I can’t stand being
driven away without having you to
myself for five minutes, and I've de-
cided to wire Vanderlane that [
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can’t meet him after all to-morrow

moming. [ shall stop here to-night.”"

“No, please don’'t!” the Duchess
exclaimed, quickly. “l should feel
guilty, actually unhappy, if you broke
your promise to your American friend
—such a splendid fellow as you
describe him—on my account.  You
must go. But I'll tell you what I
will do, T'll say good-bye to you
prettily before everybody; then T'il
slip away, wrap myself up in a cloak,
and drive to the station in the carri-
age with you. It will not keep me
much more than an half-an-hour
away, and nobody will guess—though
of course, I shall tell Doris Went-
wood.”

“You are an angel!” exclaimed
the Duke, suddenlv radiant. “In that
case, I would not miss going for the
universe.”

Less than an hour after he was in
the train, with only the memory of a
a few moments' stolen bliss to live
upon. DBut it was enough--until the
subtle poison of the East, distilled
into his nature, began to work once
more. Why had she been so anxious
to get him away to-night? Was it
only to save him from missing Vander-
lane, or was that merely an excuse to
hide some secret reason of her own,
some old lover who was to be
whistled down the wind before she
was “on with the new?” Sir Edgar
Melvern, for instance, who had been
her slave for months.

“Brute that I am !” he reproached
himself. “Already I'm breaking the
vow I made that I would trust her all
inall.  Yes, fool as well as brute, to
tl}rgW mud at my divinity—for she is
divine; and she is mine—mine for

ever—in spite. of all the Edgar Mal.
vern’s in the world 1"

THE NEW BRUNSWICK MAGAZINE.

" He leant back in the corner of the
carriage, which he had to himself, for
this late train was not crowded.
Shutting his eyes, he thought of the
Duchess and of the strange chain of
circumstances which had brought
them together. '

Two years ago he had been no one
in a particular, except “handsome
Guy Duplessis,” with a little money
left him by his father, once British
Ambassador to Turkey. The Duke of
Oxfordshire (his cousin) had been old,
to be sure, though he would have been
furious with anyone who called him
50 ; but the Duke had just married, and
had, besides, a brother who was his
heir. Thereseemed little chance that
Guy Duplessis  would inherit the
dukedom, nor did he count upon it.

But the Duke of Oxfordshire mar-
ried abroad, and soon after the
surprising news that at filty-nine he
had taken for a wife a beautiful girl
of twenty-three or four, came other
news; he had been unaccountably
seized with a strange fit almost im-
mediatelv after the ceremony. What
was the cause of this seizure no one,
not even the specialists, could say, but
a rumour grew from valets' tales, and
the story was that the Duke had
suffered a mysterious shock. For
months he lingered in a state of half
consciousness, and his brother's hopes
(da:sllcd by tidings of the marriage)
revived. Before the Duke's death,
however, his brother, Lord Arlescombe
hz.ld been shot by a man who owed
him a grudge, and justice was cheated
by the immediate suicide of the
murderer. A fortnight later the Duke
dledy‘and Guy Duplessis awoke one
mornming to hear his valet solemnly
addressing him as *“Your Grace.”

At first, the new Duke had been’
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inclined to share the general pru-
judice against the foreign girl who had
“entrapped” an old man forhis title
and vast fortune. People talked a good
deal ; but that was before the Duchess
of Oxfordshire came to England from
Vienna, where she had been married
to the Duke, and where thev had re-
mained till his death. She brought
back her husl:and’s body, that it might
be laid in the family vault at Oxford
Castle, and it was in mourning that
the new Duke saw her for the first
time. Never had he seen a women so
beautiful, so wonderful, und promptly
he forgot his prejudice. So did every
one else, except a few jealous women,
and the lovely young Duchess (whose
mother had been an English girl,
married to a spendthrift Austrian
Baron) became the fashion.

The sensation of her first appear-
ance in England, when she had taken
society by storm, was now a year and
a half old. Six months ago, she had
thrown off her mourning and come
out of seclusion. The Countess of
Wentwood, whom the Duchess had
known in Vienna when both were
girls, had taken the younger and more
beautiful woman under her wing.
The Duchess went everywhere, and
knew everyone ; she had organized a
salon almost worthy of the name at
her house in Pont-street; and the
story was that she had had fifty offers
of marriage before she had been as
many weeks a widow. Now, at last,
she had promised to give her radiant
self for the second time to the Duke of
Oxfordshire. It was true, as she had
said—the situation was romantic, and
unusal.

As the Duke sat thinking over past
and present, with his eyes closed, the
train slowed down at a junction. It

did not stop, however, and in two or
three minutes was tearing through
the night as fast as before. Suddenly
the young man became conscious of a
swift rush of air in the compartment
in which he sat with his back to the
engine, and one window down. He
opened his eyes, and to his astonish-
ment saw the door swinging to and
fro, and a man desperately clutching
the frame, struggling to save himself
from falling backwards. The posi-
tion was one of such extreme peril,
that on the impulse the Duke sprang
from his seat and pulled the other up
from the footrail, where he stood sway-
ing, into the carriage. So quick was
the movement, and so great its force,
that the man was flung half on the
seat and half on the floor. He caught
at a cushioned partition, and panting
for breath, lifted himself into a sitting
posture.

Hardly had the Duke accomplished
the rescue, when he realized his reck-
lessness. In all probability, he quickly
reflected, the fellow was a thief who
knew the Duke of Oxfordshire was in
the train, and had been watching the
opportunity to crawl along the foot-
rail, from one carriage to another, for
the sake of making a “haul” worth
the risk of his life. The Duke was
unarmed, and there was no doubt that
a thief would be provided with a
revolver. Like a fool, he said to
himself, he had obligingly opened the
gate of the sheepfold for the wollf.
Yet what else could he have done?
He could not sit still and allow a
fellow-creature, innocent or guilty, to
die a terrible death without putting
out a hand to help him. He did not
regret his act, but at the same time -
he determined not to suffer for it.

These reflections flashed swiftly
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through his brain, and as the rescued
man raised himself on his elbow, the
Duke grasped him by the shoulder.
“Turn out your pockets, my friend,”
he said “ and shew e that you've got
no revolver, or I'll send you out by
the way I brought you in.”

“You take mre for a thief,” the man

said, still panted, his breath coming in
gasps. “Iswear that you misjudge
me, but to prove it I'll do as you
say.” -
Quickly he began emptying his
pockets of their contents, and turning
each one wrong side out. Not only
had he no révolver or weapon of any
kind, but he seemed plentifully sup-
plied with money of his own. With
his first words, the Duke noticed that
his accent was that of a gentleman,
and his appearance, despite the dis-
order of his clothing, bore out the
impression of refirement.

“1 have to thank vou for my life,”
the man said. “I should be hardly
human if I intended to repay vou by
an attempt on vours. As soon asI've
got my breath, and my heart has
stopped pounding, I'll explain every-
thing." '

“Sorry to have done vyou an in.
justice,” said the Duke. “ But you
must admit that circumstances were
against you. To make amends I'l]
close the door, and we shall be com.-
fortable.”

As he spoke he seized the door,
which, during the two or three
minutes since the rescue, had been
swinging heavily to and fro. A
strong pull slammed it shut, and the
!)uke sat down opposite his compan-
ton, whom he was now at leisure to
observe,

The man was in evening dress, and
when he had made his sensational
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entrance, his coat had the collar
turned up, and had been fastened in
some way across the shirt, as if to
cover its conspicuous whiteness. Now,
since he had rifled his own pockets,
the coat was thrown back, and the
Duke saw that one of the pearl studs
was btoken, and that the white tie
was not- only undone, but much
crumpled. On one kneée of the well-cut
trousers was a jagged tear, and both
Wwere grass stained. There waseven a
reddish-brown spot or two en the
former, as if the skin of the leg had
been broken, and a few drops of blood
oozed thiough. , '

The man's complexion was many
shades darker than the Duke's pale
olive skin, and his hair, eve brows,
and moustache were black as the sleck,
shining wings of a crow.  His lashes
also were peculiarly think and black,
fm'ming. an inkv rim round long,
sleepy-lidded eyes of <o light a grey
that the contrast was almost start-
ling.

“1 l}ad a race to catch the train
when it stowed down at the junction,”
said the newcomer, “and | just did
1t,__vou s.ee——th:mkS to you.” He
§mxl_ed, with a faint flash of humour
in his strange eves,

“You ran a big risk.” )

“You see, it was important that |
should catch the train.”

“So I should imagine,”

“1 am going to tell you why. I
owe 1t to vou, and as you are a
gentlemen, I know that ] may trust
you. You can understand what this
means, when [ say that the good
name of the woman loved is at
stake.”

“Pray tell me notling unless yf)u
choose,” '

“I do choose, partly because you
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have a nq} tto an explanation, and
artl\ -1 frankly confless—because 1
ha\v afavor to ask which, if you gr rant
1, will be equal to the good turn you
have already done.  You have only to
glance at me to see that [ sacrificed
\(zmulun«r to my  desire not to miss
the train.” -
“You look as. if \(m had llflé] a
fall.” .
“Tanded on my knees in jumping
o to g grass plot-from a window at
some distance from the ground.”
“I' suppasdéd, when 1 first saw you

m the doou\ ay, that vou had been. in

the train siuce Salisbury, and had
merely been seized with a desire to
eri-change your carriage en route;
but the state of your c‘mtllcsm

“Proves. that [
¢Bpose this particular compartment
with a view to robbery.  The whole
tryth iy, 1 am d(\pcutel\ m love with
a gnl who lives in the ¢
village c‘xllel Awmesbyry, whn(h per-
haps you may know?” .

The Duke nodded ! as the sne.lkc
seemed to pause for an answer.
kne\\' tbe village was .about sevep
nules fmm Salisbury; and he kuew
also that no e\}l(,sx ever stopped
there. This’ bcmg the case, his com-
panion could, not have .hoped to
catch the train at '\mubuu station.
He must lm\e peen aware from the

Sart that his only hope was to leap |

)
n b(mrd at tlu, junction not faraway,

when the express slywed down for a.
moment, and that by attempting i,

he \\as tdl\mg his life in hlb hands.
“The girl's fdther is a n(,h dﬂ(l nm
Fortaut map,” the other went on,”
_““'J as I am nexthen rich
to .an eugagement betwcen us still
w‘?’:&e lig has forbidden hjs daughter

ago

.tmul)l(*. and bgm-m” e
It ldnl not, we shs wald certs nn]\ :

had no desire to-

and bribed the womey
auntry near a |

He.

nor
'mP0ft3n§ lie has Lefused his consent

conununication

to see  or hold anv

with me whatever.  Though, 1f you
dou't mind,. I won't mention my
name, for reasons which vou may
guess. [ will tell vou that 'min the

“Navy, and that ve been abroad with

my ship for months. A few weeks

received o hurcied letter from
the girl, sayving that she was in great
Lo came lu

her.

“he parted for ever )

At this, T ogot Icu“ thm'fh with
great. dll]luxlt\ and  came bagk to
England ()nl\ to find ;n\\(‘ll ungble
to obtajn asight of her. . The uld man
])"'l‘ll'l])% suspected that I had retyyned,
at all events, b kept s daugh w

.(lusc, andhit was given, out that she

was il 1 did nog believe the story,
and after days spent in vain exped-
fiancee's maid,
to help.
copsented, apd it was arranged that,
after everyvong o the louse, had gane
to bed to nwht I was to be adnutted

icnts, I waviad, my

<to he boudoir, th(, wmdo\v ol whuh
A could

by (hmbm" A, free

reach
T In:\ window

growing close infront.

lmpc(l that \.}w woulcl be. willing to.

let.me take gy away and put her in
(lqu of friends until we could gey,

n.uued buis in case. 1 (uu]d not
1)CLSU<ldL, her, to such a step, 1 tr ied to

coyer my tracks, s0 that no-gne need
suspect 1 had paid a secret m;dmght

This iswhy T am

visit tgg her hiquse.
[ dined early with

in evening dress.

amanat my club, and excused my-.
sell upmeditely, after,

oy the plen
that I was engaged to go .o the
thcatw and see - new curtain-raiser
\\nttcn b\ the fncnd w ho had invited

She

.

was to be left open. As for e na-
Cturally my. strongest desire was 1o
protect the.gifl at all hazards. 1.
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.me to his box. I ddded that I would

sup with my friend afterwards, and
as there really was a new curtain-
raiser on to-night at the theatre I
. mentioned, | hoped that my alibi was
established.

“ For the test of the story, our
plans worked perfectly in the be-
ginning. | saw my fiancee, learnt
that she . was . bzing persecuted to
marry a Jewish financier, and though
she would not consent, to leave home
with me at the last moment, she was
listening to a plan of escape, when
we heard a sound in the corridor.
The door of the boudoir was locked,
but a second later the handle was
rattled, and the girl's father ordered
her to let him in instantlv. Then we
knew that the maid must have be-
trayed us.

“*Thatmanis with youl' the brute
thundered, and in her terror the poor
chili vowed that she was alone, that
she had been reading a book and had
fallen asleep. .

“*If you are lying, all the world
shall know, and I will turn you out
of doors disgraced,” the old man
threatened.

“She threw an inploring look at
me. 1 could only injure her by
remaining, and without stopping to
help myself by means of the tree
branches, [ jumped out of the window,
to get down anyhow, in the quickest
way. [ fell on my knees, but was up
in a second, limping off as fast as I
could go. | knew that the girl's
fatl_w.r would suppose [ had a carriage

- Waiting to take me to Salisbury to
catch the 12.45 train, and as a r;mat-
ter of fact I had come via Sulisbury
but I had not been fool enough to
keep my cab. If she had consented to
go with me I could have knocked up
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a fly-man in the village not far off,
but as it was, my first thought was to

- get to the junction.

* Now, at this point, you will bave
begun to wonder why it was neeessary
to take such precautions, but you will
understand when I explain that the
old man of whom I am speaking is a
railway magnate. He has a private
telegraph instrument in his study,
which he can work himself, and a
telephone besides, both of which have
a connection at the ;ailway station at
Salisbury. Heiscapable of trying to
have me arreste'l as a housebreaker.
IfI had been found at Salisbury in the
act of stepping into the train, he would
have known that his daughter had
lied to him in swearing that she was
alon2, whereas it would hardly occur
to him that a sane man would
attemnpt to board an express which
doesn’t stop between Basingstoke and
London.”

*You don't expect, then, that any-
one wil! be on the look-out for you at
Waterloo?” asked the Duke, in-
terested, as a lover, in the love trouble,
of another who now appeared to him
a brave fellow deserving to win in the
game for which he had staked so
high.

“For the girl's sake, [ must prepar;
for the unexpected, It is not im-
probable that a telegram will have
warned the police in London that a
man answering my description broke
nto a certain house, got away, and is
supposed to be in the Salisbury express,
without a hat, overcoat; or ticket. In
that case, they would be looking out

for me at Vauxhall, and unfortunately '

my return ticket from Salisbury is in
the pocket of my overcoat, left in my
fiancee’s boudoir, My last glimpse of

her was as she hid it behind a sofa

ARG s L R
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before unlocking the door. My soft
felt hat was in one of the pockets also,
and as it would have been fatal to
stop for them, I had to come off hat-
less .and coatless, as you see. Very
Possibly the things have been found
1n Fheir hiding-place. It is that fact
v:rhxch brings me to the great favor
I've been making up my mind to
ask—and I would not dream of asking
W?‘re’it not for a woman's sake."”

You need not hesitate,” said the
Duke, with an impulsive generosity
characteristic of him. *“I will help
you with all the pleasure in the
world,”

“‘ Well——"" and the other laughed
}Nlth an embarrassed air. ‘*You are
o travelling clothes, and are lucky
eﬂ:.:ugh to have an overcoat too.”

You are welcome to the coat,”
inswered the Duke, laughing also.

And 'I am glad to say I can provide
?';)u with a cap. My man put one in
;. e pocket of my coat, in case 1 should

ire of a billycock. It's at your
service.” )

“Idon't know how to thank you
enough,” said the stranger, and be-
cause of that, it is harder to beg for
more. But, I have no choice. Will
you let me buy your return ticket?"”

The Duke stared, and the other
m:‘z'de haste to explain. |

Don't you see,” he said, “how
fNecessary it is for me to have a
ticket?” With your travelling cap
Pulled over my eyes, your overcoat on,
and a ticket to hand out when I'm
ask?d for it, I shall pass muster. I
can’t afford to be stopped and ques-
tioned, whereas you don't in the least
answer the description which will
have been given of me. You can say
Yqu have lost your ticket, it; nothing
}vxll be thought of the matter.”
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“Very well,” agreed the Duke,
though he did not quite follow the
other’s reasoning. “I don’t mind.”
And he took the return half of a ticket
from his pocket.

“[ have only notes,” said the
stranger, “and one for five pounds is
the smallest. Perhaps you will give
me change.”

The Duke would rather not have
bothered with the money transaction,
but he could not offer to make the
present of his ticket. He had not
much with him, for his valet was in
the train, travelling second class,
readv to pay expenses. However, he
had some gold aund silver in his
pockets, and handed over the change
for the ticket, according to a rapid
calculation made out by both. In
return, the other gave him a five-
pound note, folded in half.  As the
Duke would have taken it, the creased
paper fluttered to the floor, and the
underside, which had been hidden,
became visible. In the centre was a
thumb mark stamped in ominous red.

Instantly the Duke's suspicions
revived. . ,

“There's blood on the note!” he
exclaimed.

But his companion was not discon-
certed. “I'm afraid [ have none lree
from it," he quietiy replied. Icutmy
fingers on a stone in falling, and for-
got, when next [ put my hand in my
pocket.” He held out his right hand,
and the Duke saw a shallow wound
which looked like the slash of a knife
across the palm.

«(Oh, it doesn't matter,” he said.
«It will be rather interesting to see
the look on the face of some shop-
keeper to whom [ offer this note.”

He slipped the mony into his pocket,
and as they were now approaching

4
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BhSingStt‘)ké, they maae’ the eiact “[arrest '_Vﬂqu-i“f;)r themmdex Of S“
“change of ghrmeénts: agréed:upoh. Edgar Malvern!” he said’ S
. ‘Fhe’ Duke.gave his eap atd overcoat - c e

“to the nameldss one, wlio asked for an =~ L+ CHAPTER - II.

L4

" ‘address to which hé - might - return

Bent Mext day, and - the dishevelled . ‘ : y
ye?ung‘ man in evening dress became in - "Theniuider of Sit Edgar‘Malyen:n !

: appearance an ordinary traveller. - . repéated-the ‘Duks, searcely believing

He was of opirion that' there had his ears, trid > 0o astorished at' the

‘nat beeh time to wam the police at news of this:man'sideath to. ‘realiz'e

- Basingstoke, and apparently he was’ fu!ly at ﬁ‘rst'.-tl(atf"he~ wis ‘accuSegI of
‘right; for the stop &t that town ,was ~bringing it about.. "W‘hy-»hff is not
'without dncident, and? the express dead ! ’ Isq‘w hin’\ this evehing ata
‘rushéd "oni towards London. When 'ball.'_’ ‘ : et
“the témift begah slowing down for  “It’s my duty to warh yeu not to
Vauxhiall, the stranger thanked lis say anything you don’t want. titken g
benefactor once ‘more, and announced down as evidence,” said the pnliégryynq.‘ :
that he would get out at the station, “Iadvisé you to cbn’le tlohg quietly
‘ratter than run- the fisk of going and not make a fuss. ' L
‘on to Waterloo. e bade the Duke * Do you k‘nm\‘r. that I'm the Duke
goud-bye;’ assured him bf undvihg of ()xfnrd.s'.lnr(f? demanded the ac.
Yratitude, and; before the train had  cused man indignantly,

“N!(‘:K” , .

stupped, sprang out ou to the plat. “Fean'thelp it if vou're the King
form, his newly-hrquired tieket held of Italy,” retorted the detective “My
ostentatiously in his hand, business is to arrest you, and take Vol

Two or three minutés  later a0 with me to the Soutli-street Police-
collector presented himself at the door  station,  You answer the description

* of the carriage. I want, and you're the only man in
“I'have lost my dicket from Salis-  the train that des.” ,
bury,” stid the ‘Duke.  “I must pay.” For an instant the Duyke was

Having parted with his gold, in giving  tempted to knock this insolent fellow
change to his late companion, he down, but his good sense trivmphed
found” himself compelled to use the over Lis hot blood, Vers well,” said
five-pound nbte with which he had he, “I'll go with vou, but I warn you
intended to astonish some shopkeeper.  vou've got hold of the wrong man,
The collector took it, apened it out, and I'm inclined to believe lie has
and-flashed & keen glance at the
crimson stain,

* Lost your ticket from Salisbury, have
you, sir?” he echoed. “This looks
Inspector, as if it might be the case
you'ré interested in.” o

As the ticket-collector spoke, a man
who hiad kept close at his side stepped
quickly forward, add glanced at the
red-stained note. '

been my travelling companion since 4
junction near Amesbury, where he
jumped aboard the train while it was
moving: He told me g plausible
story, which I begin to see I wasa fool
to swallow. 1lent him my overcoat
and a cap; and sold him my tickét, for
Which he "paid me with that red:

stained note—'"" . .
“You tell all that to the inspectot

i
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Sir Edgar Malvern murdered! Why,
e had bezn at the Wentwood dance.
The Duke had seen him waltzing
several times with the Duchess early
in the evening, and this man’s image
had Dbeen in his mind when he
told Magdalene that he was -jealous
even of the men she danced with.
Yes, he had been more jealous of Sir
Edgar Malvern than of most others,
and now he was dead-—murdered.
The Duke could not make it seem
true.

He cast his thoughts back across
and reconstructed the scene

the hours,
alley at Revel

in the old picture g

Abbey, which was also the ball-room.

Malvern had danced three times in
succession with the Duchess, then he
had suddenly disappeared, and the
Duke had not seen him again.
Later had come the scene in the
rosary, with Magdalene, and he had
forgotten everyone except her and
himself, evervthing except his happi-
ness. What had become of Malvern
meanwhile? tad she refused him,
and had he gone oft in despair to die—
to commit suicide, perhaps, which had
been mistaken for murder?

The Duke longed to know whether
the man’'s death had occurred at his
own lonely old house, Dens Hollow,
five miles from Revel Abbey, or
whether the tragedy had happened at
ornear Lord \Wentwood's place. But
he would not ask questions; he was
bouhd, he told himself, to find out all
by-and-bye.

Presently his mind moved on to his
journey in the train, and the sensa-
tional entrance of the dark young man
who for a while had contrived to
figure as a romantic hero in the
Duke of Oxfordshire’s thoughts. Was
it possible that this nameless one who
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passed as a chivalric lover was in
reality a murderer, fresh from crime?
“By Jove, the blood on that five-pound
note, and the fellow’s cut hand!”
thought the Duke. “Fool that I was
to believe him.
lovesick idiot myself, with no thought
for anything apart from love, I would
have seen by his disordered clothes,
his broken stud, his trailing necktie,
that there must have been a struggle
of some sort ; a mere fall and a run to
catch the train wouldn’t account for
everything.”

In regard to his own position, the
Duke had little or no teal uneasiness ;
it was the mystery in which he

- unexpectedly found himself irvolved
which claimed more of his attention
during the drive to the police-station.
But once there, he had to wake up to
the maintenance of his own interests.

Luckily, the inspector knew the
young Duke of Oxfordshire by sight--
had seen him in the Park and various
public places. This was in the be-
ginning a point in his favor, for
Haskins’  testimony was scarcely
needed to establish his master's
identity. Then it quickly came out
through the valet's evidence that the
Duke had run down to Salisbury
especially for Lady Wentwood's
dance, and had been unable to re-
main the night, as he was invited to
do, on account of a friend, a voung
American millionaire named Vander.
lane, with whom he had made an
early appointment for next
All this Haskins knew, and was able
glibly to assert, unprompted, He
stated that his master hag come to
the room allotted him at Reve] Abbey
at precisely five minutes past twelve,
and had changed his evening dress to

a travelling suit in great haste, as

morning.

I I hadn't been a.
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there was little time to spare fof
catching the 12.45 express. He was
certain that his Grace had been
dancing all the evening, after arriving
at ten o'clock, for he ( Haskins) and
some of the upper servants of the
Abbey had been watching fr.m be-
hind a fixed oak screen in an old
fashionec}, unused musicians' gallery.
As for Sir Edgar Malvern, Haskins
knew him by sight, and had remarked
that, after a dance with her Grace of
Oxfordshire quite early ' in the even-
ing, he had disappeared from the
ballroom, nor had he been seen there
again until twelve o'clock, which was
the time when Haskins had left his
point of vantage to help his Grace
dress for the homeward journey.

The inspector listened with interest
to the Duke’s story of his adventure in
the train, put numerous questions,
and evidently did not share the de-
tective's incredulit_\'. The Duke was
asked to describe his felow-traveller
accurately, to state whether he seemed
to be in possession of 3 large sum of
meney, and tosay whether he thought
it possible that the man was wearing
a disguise.

“By v . .

y Jove, if he were disguised, he
was a thorough artist!” the Duke
exclaimed, “for it peye, even occurred
to me that he might be made up. No,
really, the more I think of it, the more
sure I am that it was the natural
man,”

“ You took him for 4 gentleman ?”

“He certainly was one by breeding
at least. There was nothing wrong
with his accent, no matter what was
the state of his morals, [f he sends
back my coat and cap, as somehow
I can’t help thinking he will, perhaps
there will be some clye, I sympath-
ized with him as a misused lover, but.
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« That is unlikely, for the baronet’s
letter-case ~ Was found near him
empty.”

«You haven't said where the mur-
der was done. But perhaps, as I seem
to be more orless a ‘suspect,” I'd
better not ask so many questions.”

“You are no longer a “suspect,’ as
you put it, your Grace, and I am quite
ready to answer yout questions; it is
only a matter of a few hours before
you can read an account of the
tragedy in the newspapers. They are
all going to press with it by this time.
Sir Edgar Malvern was murdered at
the Revel Arms Inn, where he was
staying the night.”

«So he was stopping there, was
he?” exclaimed the Duke. “That's
rather odd, as his own house, Dene
Hollow is so near the Abbey. He
might easily have driven to the dance
and back.”

« Nevertheless, he was at the inn,
where it seems he ha
for the night. We may learn later,
through his servants, what his reason
was, if it proves to have any bearing
on the case. At any raté, he expected
a visitor, and had the intention of
returning early to keep an appoint-
ment. He told the Jandlord that if
a lady came, she was to be shewn
mnstantly into his private sitting-
room.”

«Ah! a lady. He expected 2
lady?” thoughtfully repeated the
Duke.

«Yes, your Grace. But instead a
young man called—a dark, handsome

young man, in a soft felt hat and a
long, greyish overcoat, with small
checks in it—something of the sort
racing men wear, but a bit un-English

in cut; that is the way it was
arrived

described. ‘This young man
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before the baronet had come in, and
‘asked the landlerd' for Sir Edgar
Malvern.” ' SRR
“Old Wynnstay,  who keeps the
Revel, Arms, knows me wefl,” broke
in the Duke, “sa you see, in any

event, I shouldn’t have had much-

‘troubls to prove‘that my arrest was a
case of mistaken identity.” '

#Oh, there could have been no

difficulty,” echoed the inspector. ]
am only sorry your Grace suffered any
ingonvenience.” co ‘

Wl don't regret anything that has

happened .to me, 1 assure you,*
replied *he Duke. * But pray go on
© with your story,”

““There had been no Instructions"

with -regard to a man,” went on the
inspector; “but as he insisted that
Sir Edgar Malvern would wish to see
him, and would be angry if he was
sent “away, the landlord kept the
caller in the bar-parlour till the
baronet arrived. The voung man
then sent in a sealed letter, in a
handwriting which looked to the
servant  wha took it like a lady's.
When Sir Edgar had - read it, he
appeared annoyed, but gave orders
that the gentleman was to bo shewn
into his sitting room; which was
dape. They were shut up together
- for perhaps half-an-hour, and as it
was. iate, everyone but the landlord
himself and the boots had gone to
bed. Suddenly they heard
cry in a maan's vojce.

an awful
It seemed to

come from the baronet's sitting-
room, which was gop the first
floor overlooking a walled garden,

The two men rap to the door
and found it locked. By this time
there was silence on the other side,
They tried to break in, but the door
was too strong, and they had to get

'
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a crow-bar before they could do an'yci
thing. At last they succeeded, an
found Sir Edgar Malvern lying d(?ad
on the flocr, with a fareign-looking
knife through his heart, his pockets all
turned out, his lettér-case empty on
the carpet beside him, and the chest Of‘
drawers ransacked. The window was_
wide open, and the' murderer must
have jumped out ; but though it was
'@ good. height from' the ground he
couldn’t have hurt hiiself much, for
-there was no trace of blood, and he
would have had to c¢limb a wall ‘six
feet high, as the garden gate is
locked at night. - The landlord sent
the boots funning to the policé-station
with the news of what had happened,
and this hat and'overcoat of the
murderer which he left dehind. Ina
pogket of the coat was the return half
of a ticket, Salishury to London, and
there was nothing olse. The M
might have had time to el to Salis-
bury and catel the London train, hut
evidently he knew g dodge worth two
of that.”

“And ca ried it

out successfully,
thanks to me,” ,

said the Duke, “\weli
I'm much obliged to voy for
my word and my man’s th
self and no murderer,”
The inspector made g
answer, and ‘the Dyke
were allowedtt, go free | nevertheless,
the Duke was not sure that there was
no spice of diplon

taking
at I'm my-

polite
and his valet |

acy in this generous
treament.  He fancied that the cage
door might ouly be open to let the
unsuspecting bird hop out a little

way, that he might be watched with

more impunity. He imagined himself
being discreetly « shadowed,” and
would have beep ‘highly amused at
the idea had not his mind been "dark-

ened with some strange, néw thoughts :
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love with her. Qould it Le possible
that there had really been an under-
standing between them, and that
Magdalene had wished to see him
alone to break the news of her engage-
ment to another man? In that case
she might have consented to call at
the inn and talk with Malvern in his
private sitting-room he had taken.
Revel Arms was not a mile and a-half
distant from the Abbey. [t wason the
way to the station. Could that have
been the reason why she had seemed $O
determined that he (the Duke) should
go back to town that night, and why
she had proposed driving down to the
station with him? It would have
been easv for her to COVET her lace
with a veil and stop at the inn for a
few minutes on her way back to Revel
Abbey.

At the thought the young man’s
blood turned to fire in his veins, and
all the arguments against the pro-
bability of such an escapade were not
strong enough to convince him that
it might not have been the Duchess's
design. - She Wwas reckless and
impulsive, and she loved to defy con-
ventionality when it was lier pleasure
to do so. She was afraid of nothing
that other women ere afraid —and
rightly afraid —of.

« She shall tell me the truth!” the
Duke caught himself ~murmwing
fiercely ; and then he remembered
once more his colemn vow never to
distrust her. DBut it was hard to keep.
He could not keep it now without
proof that she was indeed worthy of
his trust.

Oxford House, the great, gloomy
monument of grey ston€ which had
been the London home of his ancestors
for eight generations, was shut up and
empty. He had offered to lend it to
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the. young widow when he had first
come into the title, but she had
graciously refused it, and it was far
too huge for the lonely bachelor. The
new Duke kept on the rooms at
Queen Anne's Mansions he had oc-
cupied when he was Mr. Duplessis,

and it was to Queen Anne’'s Mansions*

that he drove now.

It was for the special purpose of
meeting the man he liked best in the
world that he had come back to
town to-night instead of staying at
Revel Abbey, as the sweet, Madonna-
- like Lady Wentwood had invited him
to do; but his advanture and its
consequences had put his friend com-
pletely out of his head for the time.
He forgot that he hud meant to get
up early next day and spin out on his
.motor to Tilbury to breakfast on
Vanderlane's yacht; and instead of
giving orders that he was to be
waked at eight he told Haskins not to
come until he should ring. He would
probably have a bad night, and might
want to make up for it.

Haskins was surprised at this, as he
knew that the Duke had intended to
meet Mr. Vanderlane on his return
from a long Mediterranean trip; but
it was not his to question, and he
assented with a meek “Very good,
your Grace.”

At ten someone was telephoning to
the Duke was still asleep.” The valet
answered the call, and found that it
was from Mr. Vanderlane, wanting to
know if anything was wrong. Haskins
ventured to explain that his Grace
had had a “very unpleasant exper-
ience” in the evening, had had a bad
night, and was not yet awake.

“QOh, all right, let him snooze,” a
voice, with a slight but agreeable
Southern drawl, answered irreverently
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through the telephone. « If Mahomet:
won’t come to the moutain, I reckon:
the moutain’ll have to hustle roun‘d‘j
and come to him. I'll be along by" "
and-bye, and wake his majesty UpP-
myself. .

This levity from anyone in the
world except Mr. Nickson N. Vander-
lane, of “ Kentucky, New York, and
the World in general ” (as the gentle-
man in question had been heard to
say), would have horrified the decorous
Haskins, who was the best trained and
most conventionally perfect valet in
England ; but the American million-
aire was a privileged person,. even
with Haskins, a kind of Law—with a
capital L.—unto himself.

Inst=ad of shivering with an attack
of icicles in the spine, the valet grin-
ned indulgently as he hung the
receiver on its hook. He knew that
if Mr. Vanderlane arrived while his
Grace the Duke of Oxfordshive still
slept, he —the valet—would not refuse
the American entrance to the ducal
chamber, which he would have de-
fended, alinost with his life, against
another intruder.  Nevertheless, he
hoped that his master might awake
of his own accord before the arrival
of the visitor,

This hope, however, was not to be
realized. The Duke had not vet
touch his bell when a clear electric
‘“ping” at the outer door of the suite
announced the arrival of a caller.

Haskins flew to open, and in 2
subdued whisper greeted Mr. Vander-
lane. “ His Grace is still asleep,” he
said, despairingly, “ but [ am expect-
ing every moment——"' .

“I'm not a bad sort of an alarm
clock,” said the American, with his
pleasant, slow drawl; and a moment’
later the Duke opened his weary eyes:
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.to see in the doorway a tall, erect
.Young man, who looked so fresh, sv
_Strong, so absolutely radiant with
good health and spirits that he gave
_the impression of having been born,
full grown, with the dawn of that
very morning.

“Hullo, Guy! Nice chap you are
‘to keep your engagements,” remarked
the 'SIOW, agreeable voice; ard with
a sigh that was a'most a groan the
buke was fully awake.

- This American was the only man
who called him by his Christian
name, “When I try to say Duke, it
*‘1Wavs_ comes out Dook,” he had
yconi‘Pla'med in the early stages of
their friendship, which was now more
than a vear old. “And as for
soh’;foltdehire’ it’s such a mouthful I
. uld never have time to finish the
.sentence, I reckon you'll have to give
:l‘:a sort of pferquisite on Guy.” His
t I"‘;«'flme,,. Nickson, was abbreviated
as ick”™ by all his friends; while
he or the following initial, “N,”
inti[:i.jccounted for it quaintly to his
-y ates by confessing that, as his
: bics’?s"fs in baptism had neglected to
at t‘}’]“’ on }glm a middle name, shame
s e deficiency had tempted him to
"IEI an “N,” which really signified
‘masthlpg.“ “An American business
fox w?"”th?“t a middle letter is like &

e ith his tail cut off,” he explained.
could Sli)ould be glad to see you, if [

e glad to see "anyone this
: “eastl,y morning,” groaned the Duke.
v hYnu 1l forgive me, Nick, when you
~ hear what happened last night. I
Wai"a queex: sort of adventure, and» it
a rather intricately mixed up with
1 y ,°Wn most intimate affairs, so that
‘slé:as a 1‘1tt]e upset, and dicn’t get to
¢ P until long after it was light this
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« 11 forgive you if you'll tell the
adventure,” said Vanierlane.

The Duke lay still, his arms folded
under his head, and the Kentuckian
drew up a chair, which he bestrode,
folding his arms on the back. As the
light from the open window streamned
into their faces, their could scarcely
have been a greater contrast between
two 1nen both young, both healthy,
and both good to look upon.

‘The Duke was above all things
picturesque. Put him in silks and
velvets, and he would have seemed a
knight of the Midd'e Ages,

gay
stepping down from the canvas of
Rembrandt. Dress him as an ancient

Greek lero, he would have looked the
part. In the gorgeous robes of a
Rajah, one would have sworn that he
had the hot blood of the Orient in
his veins. But Nickson N. Vander-
lane, in any costume save that of the
twentieth century, would still have
looked exactly what he was—a keen,
kindly, huinorous, above all elsz,
modern American of the best type.

The Duke had black hair, olive
skin, and great dark eyes, with a
sparkle of fire in their depths always
ready to break into a blaze. His
English sang [roid was but a veneer
of Balliol. His passions lay close
under the surface, and it was often
with difficulty that he restrained them
from bursting through.

Vanderlane, on the contrary, grew
a little cooler, a little more facetious
<in his manner the more angry or the
more in earnest he became. His self-
control was a part of himself, and no
one who knew him had ever seen him
lose it. If he did, a girl had once
said, “the end of the world would
come.”

“ Might as well tell me first as last,
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Guy,” remarked the American. I'm
a sort of father confessor and mind-
doctor shaken up together. My advice
is well known to te worth ten dollars
a drop, but you cam have it for
nothing—and you look as if you
needed it.”

It isn't only the adventure,” said
the Duke. “Anybody's welcome to
hear all about that, and I'm: surprised
you havent read it in the morning
paper.”

“ Never find the news

can in
English papers,” grumbled Vander-
lane. “I get sort of lost in the

woods of advertisements put in by
old ladies who offer refined homes to
officers’ daughters, or want to
exchange a moth-eaten canary for a
lame poodie or a bag of potatoes.
Besides, I didn't try this moring.
I was too busy thinking about a little
adventure of my own.”

“It was the inner meaning—
what may be the inner meaning-—of
my adventure that kept me awake,”
went on the Duke, too intent on his
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own affairs to notice his f
diversion.
O“h l'—woman in it ?”

e
“ The most beautiful woman in th &

world.”

“T'll bet you she isn't that.
most beautiful, I'll grant vou.”
“ Why do you say that ?”

Because my adventure has made
me acquainted with the most beauti-
ful woman who ever did, could, should
or would live, and I'm going to find
out her name before I'm twenty-four
hours older.”

“You don’t know it?"

“Not yet, though that’s a detail, as
I know where she lives—and -thereby
hangs a tale. But I want to hear
vours first.”

The Duke nothing loth, began s
narrative and had barely finished,
when Haskins appeared at the half-
open door of the bedroom, a parcel in
his haud. “Beg pardon, Your Grace,
but this just came by District Messen-
ger,and under your Grace's address,
there’s the word “ Immediate.

TO O BE CONTINUED.

ANYTHING TO OBLIGE.

House-Acext (at last coming to
an end of his idquiries ) : “ Ah, now,
there is only one other thing, M.
Brown. Have you any children ?”

Prospective TENaANT (at the end
of his patience): “Yes I have four
or five; still, Icould drown one or

two if you object to children in the
house.”

ENCOURAGING.

Skt “I am afraid we shall have

trouble with servants after we are
married.”

He: “T won't mind that dear, as
long as I have you,”

Sik @ Do you notice the soft, warm
scent of thes flowers you brought me?”

HE: “No—er—I was thinking of
the cold hard dollars they cost me.”

*

-

riend’s

e

Second )



THE FINANCES

OF ST. JOHN.

A Continual Increase in the Debt and in Taxation

Over-expenditures of the Council.

By John

SIXTH ARTICLE.

attsilcr;ze' the " appearance of the first
' awake n this series there has been an
John ning among the people of St.
tion :ES to the actual financial posi-
news the city. Besides the daily
interfscpe-rs have shown 2 deeper
affairs m.the discussion of civic
gl’eatl’ which heretofore have been
Ex Yd_ﬂeglected by the daily press.
haspeg itures of one kind and another
ofcht een freely criticized and the
city hon the governing body of the
The ;‘5» on the whole, been good.
. llave?) ject of the preceding articles
aCtionOtfbee-n so much to criticize the
the 1 tO_' the Council, as to point out
tures ature and extent of the expendi-
that since Un10¥1. It has been shown
latio:‘nsth practically the same popu-
81018 t. John has increased its debt
ass?sls ,467 in 15 years and the annual
am mex}t $156,903. During the
for e period the valuation of the city,
onl assessment purposes increased
_ valy $2,612,400. This includes the

: uation of income, as well as that
of realand personal property. As the

A. Bowes.

debt has increased with much greater
rapidity than the assessable property
of the city the rate of taxation has
mounted from $1.32 to$1.71 on every
$100 of assessable value in the city.
It costs somewhere about $2,000 a
day to pay the running expenses of
the city of St. John and of this sum
$650 are daily required for interest
on the public debt, which now
amounts to $450 for every rate payer.
If every one in the city paid an
equal amount of taxes he would
be called upon to contribute $22.60
annually as the share of the in-
terest on the pubiic debt alone.
As the total taxes of many ratepayers
are much less than half of this sum,
the real estate and personal property
of the citizens are called upon for the
principal share of the taxes levied
for this and allother purposes, Not
only has the indebtedness of the clty
increased, but there has been a large
increase in the cost of maintaining
the various public services. The
streets,the schools, the fire department
the water service and sewerage Sys-
tem, all cost more than they did
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fifteen vears ago. None of the
services are any more efficient, so far
as the casual observer can see, than
they were, but the expenditures have
been increased to a point where
taxation is becoming burdensome to
all and a serious menace to many.
Yet the aldermen go on adding to the
debt each year, because a section of
the people demand further improve-
ment in this or that service.

Every body who is interested in
fire protection demands that the
water service be improved. ¥or years
the Council has evaded this issue and
have tinkered with the present system
until the fire underwriters pushed them
to the corner and demanded better
fire fighting appliances and to bring
home to the people, who alter all
control the Cornmon Council, the ne-
cessity of these demands being compli-
ed with, increased the insurance rates
in the business districts. Everybody
admitted the justice of the fire under-
writer's demand for higher insurance
rates and every recent fire has
demonstrated how well grounded the
action of the fire underwriters was.
Without desiring to figure as an
alarmist, it cannot be denied that
the Common Council is placing
great discretionary powers in the
hands of Providence in its dilly dally-
ing methods of dealing with the water
question. For years all that was
required for a first class conflagation
in St. John was that a fire should get
a sufficient headway and be fanned
by a strong enough breeze. We have
no fire fighting appliances or
water supply adequate to stop its
progress. The fire must burn itself
out. This is an unfortunate position
for a city that has already expendeda
million and a quarter to create a
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water system, and has an average
annual enpenditure of upwards ©
$40,000, for its fire department. One
of thecity aldermen is reported to

‘have said at a recent meeting of the

Munipical Councit that the city
clergymen might be better employed
than visiting the prisoners in the
County jail. The alderman wasright.
The Council itself needs all the spare
time and prayers of ‘all the clergy of
all denominations in the city. The
daily sessions of the Dominion Parlia-
ment and the Provincial House of
Assembly are opened with prayer, and
why not the Common  Council?
Certainly the latter body is quite as
much in need of Divine guidance as
the others, and the opening prayer
might act as a restraining influence on
the consciences of at least some

- aldermen even if the others are so

sexred and hardened that the exhorta-
tions, would be wasted eloquence.

I have sketched very briefly the
history of the city debt of St. John
showing how it has been grown to its
present porportions. There is no work
that has been undertaken by the city
fathers that is unnecessary. The city
had to have streets, and their making
under the best of conditions was
necessarily expensive. No one can
find fault with the corporation for
creating a water supply and sewerage
system, nor for the existence of the
ferry service. The harbor had to be
improved, to meet the demands of
trade. As a matter of fact every
expenditure made by the Common
Council has been brought about by
the direct action of the rate payers
themselves. Few of the large expen-
ditures originated in the Council.
They were first discussed by some
quasi-official body and after th€:
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public had been sufficienty educated
on ﬁ.le theme the Common Council
::’as invited to dispose of the ques-
01°r1, and tha.t body generally carried
ut the public demand, if there was
an e_Xpenditure to be made. If the
f:bllc demand was for retrenchment
of':EenCouncd was slower to obey and
some members had to be
:nseat.ed bgfore the demand was
O’mI.)hed with or even listened to.
hal\:elsrnﬁt‘argued that the works which
on o olled up a debt of four millions
population of less than 40,000
'Izzfs)fle were not necessary. In nine
o s out of ten the demands of the
'neeg:Vefrs were backed by the urgent
asked Of the city for the.improvements
it thor. The fault is to be found
the . v ﬁa lack of system, with which
been alltius works undertaken have
Large carried out, and the consequent
has bunnecessary expenditure. It
: ffeqdesin shown that there were
the. wrat clashes of authority between
Whicha er _and cewerage departmer.lts
and wﬁ{ltaxled heavy losses to the city
consta llCh also kel?t the streets in a
can flt y torn up condition. No man
agemeatxmate how much the misman-
cost eﬂti .of thes; departments has
Had ﬂ.]!; is costing thé rate payers.
beenai 'the water mains and sewers
tive lald fcogether,.or some consecu-
the Clz)a;cn of operations been pursued
five st would have been fully twenty
hod Ii:r cent. less, and we would have
math (ciltter stree.ts. Instead, by the
maino pursued in t.he past, the water
ot th s were often laid after the surface
e street had been placed in fairly
gggd condition and then not half the
Hact})ectlons with properties made.
lasg the water mains and sewers been
o in t.he same trenches, and all the
nnections made for both services,
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there would have been one digging up
of the streets, which, after it-settled
could have been repaired. Insteads
the sewer followed the water mains,
and the connections were made when
ever it suited the owner of the real
eseate, or not made atall, as too often
occurs. This system has been slightly
improved on under the present man-
agement, but it too often occurs that
a street is kept in bad condition for
three or four years after a sewer or
water main is laid, by private individ-
digging trenches to enter the

uals
former, or by the water depargment
;. All this work’

laying service pipes
should be done at the one time, and
that it was the intention of those who
originated the services, that this
should be done, is shown by the
character and provisions of the legis-
lation under which these works are
undertaken. What the object of the
powers  that be have been in
doing the work in the way they did
no mere man can fathom. But it is
abundantly apparent that thousand
upon thousand of good dollars have
been wasted by the methods employed.

‘I'here is no department of the
public service wherein there has
been such gross mismanagement and
genuine incapacity shown as that of
the streets of St John. With an
average of $1,000 2 mile spent an-
nually on the streets, for the past 15
vears, there ought to have had good
highways by this time, but the man
has not been born as yet, who would
risk the fate that befell Annanias,
and say that the streets of St. John
are good streets. For the year 1905
the Council assessed $60,000 on the
ratepayers for the maintainence of the
streets. ‘The department was in debt
o the end of the previous year $50,883



 have been spent.
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and there was every indication at the
beginning of the season that the old
methods would prevail and there
" would be a further increase in the
balance against the account at the
close of the year.
been thecase. ‘The official figures are
not yet available, butina general way
it may be stated thatof the $60,000
assessed, only $50,000 was available
for street expenditures, the remainder
being required to meet principal and
interest on loans already effected and
which at the time the money was
borrowed was made a chargeon the
annual assessment for street purposes,
of this sum not more than $45,000
It must always be
remembered by future generations,
that the aldermen have kept within
an appropriation for street purposes
" for one year at least. DBut the new
century methods of appropriating
unexpended balances has been adopted
again to reduce the balance against
the account. Under what is known
as the snow contract with the St. John
City Railway a large balance had
accumulated and as the aldermen
hate above all things to see a balance
to the credit of any account, they
promptly appropriated $11,000 of this
money and turned it into the street
account. This method of covering up
over expenditures cannot be too
strongly condemned. It will be
claimed that the rate payers have
been saved just this amount. Not so.
"There should not have been any over
expenditure and if proper methods
had been employed in the manage-
ment of the streets in the past, there
would have been none. Enough
money has been expended in the past

15 years to put the streets of St. John'

in ex_cellent condition had the money

But this has not’
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been spent in a systematic way. DBut
it was not and the methods of the
past are methods of today. One
might as well, attempt to run a five
foot water wheel with a spiggot as
to try, and make good roads in St.
John under existing methods.

With the exception of the enormous
expenditures on account of the harbor
and the west side terminal, which are
closely verging on a round million of
dollars since Union, the largest expen-
ditures have been on account of water
and sewerage. Prior to Union the
water service had a bonded debt of
upwards of a million dollars and the
sewers of the United city had cost
upwards of half a million of dollars
the larger part of which isstill floating.
The united expenditure for both
services from Union down to 1903
was $413,000. During 1gogq the city
purchased the Mispec pulp mill at a
cost of $115,000 and will have to spend
twice as much more to get a direct
service to Loch Lomond, so that
the cost of the water anl sewerage
service will not be far short of two
millions if it dces not exceed that
sum. The cost of maintainence of
the water department is met by 2
special tax but the maintenance of
the sewers and the interest and sink-
ing fund charges on this account aré
met out of the general assessment and
cost the tax payers $35,000 annually:
There have been enormous additions
made to the expenditures for the
maintainence of both departments 12
the past 15years. Indeed the cost
has prac:ically doubled. This is due
to the tinkering done to the Little
river service and to increased mileage
of distributing mains and new sewers
that must be taken care of. It has
already been pointed out that the
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~ theincreased consumption of water by

- expense paying basis.

residents and a slight readjustient of

~rates would pay the interest charges

on the cost of the new water service.
This has been the case with the west
side service which is already on an
This Dbeing
the case the wonder is that the alder-

- men have delayed grappling with the

The
the

question for so many years.
harbor revenues do not pay

. interest on the cost of the impove-

ments and the rate payers have to
contribute about $20,000 a year to
provide a winter port for Canada.
But no one complains of this although
there is good ground for doing so
wheun steamships coming to St. John
for general cargo are permitted to
lo?.d a certain percentage of deals
wl.th,out paying any. wharfage for the
privilege. This would be all right if
the trade were brought here by the
ra'lr(fads but the effect is to deprive
the city of the revenue they would get

. imm these cargoes if they were loaded
 on steamships or vessels not belonging

R
2

t'o Tegu‘]ar lines. It is proposed to
:‘;iis;eglslatior} to do away Wwith this
s diff. But with the. water service it
venu e;ent. There is a surplus re-
be he rom the department and it is
aI; 1_0P€d that the surplus will be
. plied to the reduction of the
Tssessmgnt for sewerage maintainance.
fl'i:xerfe Is no reason why the revenue
suffci water sh.ould not be made
the ient for this purpose and relieve
Wategeneral rates. The charges for

f consumption in St. John are

.l . L%
low compared with other cities, and

ought to be increased to meet the

*;:S: Of_vmaintaining the sewers which
¢ intrZ?} ity were made necessary by the
A uction of a water supply: It

Ay be argued that the money comes
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out of the people anvhow and it
might as well be paid on the general
rates as through the waterrate. This
is not the case, as it works out prac-
tically. Tlecitizens have a valuable
revenue producing asset in the warte
system but the best use is not made
of it. The object of civic ownership
of public utilities isnot 1o make
money out of hem but to furnish the
community with necessities at cost.
The reason why public ownership
has failed to give satisfaction inmany
all the items of cost
Those

instances is that
are not always figured in.
who manage these public utilities are
too often anxious to make a better
showing than is justifiable and many
items of cost are omitted. ‘There 1s
an instance of this in St. John where
come of the expenditures of the water
and sewerage departments are equally
divided, where to apportion them at
the rate of three to one would be
more equitable.

The question of civic ownership
has already been dealt with. Nocity
in Canada has so many and varied
interests managed by its elected
Council as the city of St. John. The
city is the owner of large blocks of real
estate both within and without its
boundaries. It owns its own harbor,
its ferries and part of its lighting
plant. St. John now sells electricty
and water and lets lands apd build-
ings outside its own limits., It is too
soon to say what the result will be
in the management of the newly
acquired west side electiic plant but
it is beyond despute that the city is
saving money by lighting the North
end from its own power station. It
is not possible to praise the Council’s
management of the lands which it
became possessed of under the charter”
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They were better managed a hundred
vears ago than they have been since.
The rentals -of Jands owned by the
corporation are ridiculously low and
there has been no effort made to in-
crease them. The ferry has of recent
years been made to pay working
expenses but there are a great many
abuses which ought to 'be removed.
Some limit ought to be placed on the
weight of a load that is carried over
the ferry. It issafe to say that the
city is losing mordey on much of the
heavy traffic which now crosses the
harbor and that if the charges were
governed by the number of tons in a
load there would be quite an increase
in the revenue " existing regulations
over when one or ten tons pay the
same charge.

The daily press seems to favor pub-
lic ownerhip of all utilities and has
advocated the purchase of the street
railway and electric and gas plants
operated by the St. John Railway
company. But this question has not
passed the academic stage vet. Pub-
lic ownership is no doubt correct in
theory, but St. John has not done
particularly well with the utilities
now owned. There is constant abuse
of the ferry management, not always
well grounded, it is true. If the

Council finds it necessary to assess for -

a deficiency in the ferry accounts there
is a grow! from a large section of the
ratepayers and if the service is not as
good as some persons think it ought
to be, another section of the people
sets up a loud and prolonged howl,

At Union the fare charged for crossing-

the ferry was three cents and monthly
tickets were issued principally to
west side residents at a reduced rate,
equal to about two cents. Then there

was a further reduction to apprentices
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and working girls who were able to
cross at ahout one cent a trip. A
one cent ferry was demanded by the
people of the west side and the Council
met the demand by reducing the rate
for monthly tickets to a sum about

equivalent to half a cent a trip. The

ferry went behind so rapidly, about
$10,000 in 1890, that there was
another revision of rates and finally the
rate was fixed at two cents and 50
ticket was were sold for 50 cents. This
still prevails, and the ferry may be
said to pay running expenses. The
boats are both old and extensive
repairs are always necessary. The
mode of making these repairs has
been frequently criticized, but the
Council will not change. Much of the
dissatisfaction with the ferry arises
out of the length of time a boat is
laid up for repairs, and these com-
plaints and vexation delays will
continue until the method is changed.
The city is having a new steel ferry
boat of a modern tvpe built, which
will be larger than either of the"
present boats, but it will be next
summer before she can be put in com-
mission. With three boats one of
them should be ready for service at
any tume in the event -of an accident
to the one on the route. :
I mention the ferry difficulty because
until the Council has demonstrated
that it can be run without loss to the
citizens it would be unwise to go into
the street railway business. Besides
there are other more pressing questions
to take up—the extension of the
water supply and the utilization of
the' water powers in the Mispec =
river to generate electric light, will
take'up all the spare time of the
Council for the next year at least_g;
Then they have the assessment ques?;
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‘tion which is more important to all
classes of citizens than - any other.

The population of St. John has been
stationary long enough. The high
mte of taxation levied on the working
man has been responsible for many re-
movals from the city. Wage earners
object to direct taxation. They
know they have to pay their share,
o matter where they go, but in the
majority of cities they are not taxed
dlr.eCtly, nor is that relic of barbarism
a license to work shoved in their faces
by a policeman or a constable as soon
as they find employment. Imagine
trying to enforce such a law in cities
like Montreal, Toronto, Boston or
New York. Let the employers of
these people, the boarding house
keepers and the landlords pay the
taxes and then the working man will
pay in board, rental or decreased
wages. A commission has been ap-
pointed to enquire into the ‘question
of taxation and report a scheme of
assessment to the Council. It is
nearly 23 years since the law under
which taxes are levied in St. John
was passed and although the law has
b'een amended many times it has out-
lived its usefulness and requires
complete reconstruction. The com-
mission has no sinecure but a difficult
problem to solve and if they solve it
effectually they will be deserving of
the thanks of the community.

The total revenue of St. John has
been in the neighborhood of $620,000
per annum. For 1905it was increased
nearly $40,000 by additions to the
assessment, and from other Sources.
The assessment has yielded more than
half of the total revenue and the
water assessment about one sixth.
The other revenues are from the har-

%‘-v'b‘-‘l‘, receipts of which are increasing,
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sale of fisheries, lands, and licenses,
the fines of the police court and the
fees of the civil court. The surplus
revenues from the lands which have
been regarded as a valuable asset are
now about $15,000, the debt of the
Lancaster lands have been practically
extinguished during the past year.
This revenue, under proper manage-
ment should at least be doubled by
the leasing of lots now vacant and
by increasing rentals of lots now
under lease at annual rentals of from
$2 to $10a lot. As many of these
lots a:e in most desirable localities,
there is no reason why business
methods should not be applied to thier
management. The real reason why
the rents have been allowed to rema:t
at the ridiculous figures made half »
century ago is that the aldermen fear
the votes of the lease holdeis. There
has been a considerable extension of
of the franchise in recent yeais and
the lease holders vote is no longer
important in fixing the fate of the
Council, through years ago it was an
important factor.

Another revenue which varies from
year to year is that for fishing leases.
In this department the Council is
frequently brought face to face
with 2 combine of the fishermen, who
come to an understanding not to bid
against each other, and this lack of
competition keeps the price down.
But every season is not a good season
for fishermen and after a bad season
fishermen are chary of paying large
prices for the privileges the city has to
offer. The march of improvement in
the harbor has also the effect of render-
ing the fishing privileges less valuable
and as these improvements are €x-
tended the revenue derived therefrom
is bound to decrease.
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The market house is another branch
of civic ownership where the ability
of the Council to make its property
pay expenses has not been demon-
stated. Before the erection of the
new market house the city enjoyed
quitea large surplus revenue from the
markets of the city, but the new
market house, has never paid running
expenses, and an assessment has beeu
necessary in most years to make up
the deficiency. Some years ago, the
rentals of the stallsin the market,
were reduced r2{ per cent. and they
have never been restored. Much of

the space in the large buildings at.

either end of the market structure is
untenanted, or if occupied the rentals
are low. A large revenue is obtained
from the stores, but the upper floors
are not adapted to the purposes of
commerce and are not available for
offices. The mystery now is what the
Council had in mind when the build-
ing was ecvected. (ne thing is
certain however, and that is, the
market housc -isa constant bill of
expense to the tax pavers and is likely
toso continue for some years to come.
Still under proper management it
should at least be made to pay
expenses. The whole market law of
the city requires revision which can-
not be made too soon. Conditions
have changed and so have business
methods. More meat is cut outside
the market than in it, and every
grocer sells green stuff which years
ago was obtainable only in the
market. Because there was no market
in the North End at the time of Union
dealers in fresh meat in that section
of the city ate not required to take
out licenses while ‘those of other
'sections are. Thisis an anamolous
condition that should be changed at

THE NEW BRUNSWICK MAGAZINE.

once. In point of fact the whole
license ‘system of the city needs
revision. The owner of a pony cart
is compelled to take out a license and
so is the owner of a public hack and
if he does not drive it himself the
driver has to have a license. Yet
nearly every store keepzr in the city
maintains a delivery wagon, the
majority of which are driven by in-
experienced minors who are not
required to be licensed. An attempt
was made a yearago to bring order
out of chaos in the licensing of
pedlars and junk dealers but like
all the piece-meal legislation which
the Council delights in, no practical
results have followed. The whole
system of licenses requires careful
consideration. Perhaps the Assess-
ment Commission will take it up and
make some recommendation.

The department of civic ownership
that has come in for more public

. criticism than any other is that having

the supervision of the ferries. I have
already referred to some of the reasons
for this and and pointed out how
they can be avoided or the vexations
delays modified. Few people realize
the growing importance of the ferry
service to the city. Since the large
expenditure for wharves and ware-
houses were undertaken on the west
side the population of Carleton had
increased and the traffic of the ferry
has been almost doubled during the
winter season. The boats at present
on the route are old and at rush hours
are often overcrowded but so are the
ferries of other cities. It would be
absurd for the Council to provide a
service that that would give seating
accommodation in the cabins toall
persons crossing during the rush hours. .
‘The most that can be expected, is that‘-j
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fhe boats shall be kept clean and
Ehe rt?gula’cions made with this end
'P view enforced. That they are
More honored in the breach than in
the observance, is a matter of just
‘Complaint. Prior to Union the ferry
(?(’éased making regular trips at 9
o'clock. Now the steamers run until
1130 p. m. Yet the expense for
salaries and wages bas increased less
than in any other department, except
‘ that of police. In 18go the salaries
and wages totalled $11,707, while in
‘Q02 they totalled $12,616. The fuel
bill varies from year to year according
tothe supply on-hand at the end of
the year. For i89o, coal cost 46,927,
and for 1902, $5837. In 1890, there
was expended for supplies and repairs
to'boats and approaches $4,177, and
in 1902, $7,291. The total cost of
maintainence of ferries in 18go, was
" 825,715, and the revenue from the
sale of tickets and fares was only
$12,870. At the beginning of 1890,

the ferry was -in debt $6,185 and dt .

the close of the year this indebtedness
had increased to $16,174. In 1902 the
cost of mantaining the ferry was
$27,881, and the revenue $26,271. In
1900 the revenue was $23,721, and the
cost $22,895. In 1901 the revenue
. was $a4,778 and the cost $26,540-
There has been a constant increase in
the revenue of the ferries but "the
wear and tear on the boats and
approaches eat up the increase. To
give an idea of the increased traffic
of the ferry 10,285 double teams
crossed in rgoc and 10,328 in 1902
Qf single teams there were 63,794 in
1900 ‘and 72,473 in 1g9o2. Not SO
many people seem to’have used the
feiry for pleasure driving as the
rumber of passengers in coathes Of
- carriages decreased from 6,188 in

‘1900 to 5711 in 1902.
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The total
number of foot passengers which
passed the turn stiles in [goT Was
1,329,292. Of these 559,975 paid
cash fares and the remainder, 769,227,
had tickets. In 1902 the total num-
ber of fort passengers carried was
1,447,592 of whom 584,989 paid cash
and 852,603 .had tickets. The cash
fares vield the ferry just twice as
much revenue as the tickets. These
figures show that a two cent ferry
would be a handsome source of revenue
to the city and that with the constant

increase in traffic the present rates

charged will give the ferry a small
annual surplus in the near future
provided it costs no more to run “the
new ferry steamer then the ‘present
boat. If the public do'not expect too
much from the ferry service ‘thre
citizens -may congratulate’ themselv es
that the drain on their pockets whic h
has followed the adoption of a steam
ferry service in'the harbor of 8t. John
is about at an end. Of course 'there
is an expenditure including the new’
ferry steamer of about § 150,000
represented in the bonded indebted-
ness of the city, the interest and
sinking fund for which are not charged
against the ferry revenues so that
users of the ferry are receiving a lower
rate of fare then would be possible
under private ownership. It is fre-
quently stated that a former leasee of
the ferries made money out of his
lease. Perhaps he ‘did, but the' boats
only made half hour trips during the
business hours of the day and the fare
was five cents. It is another case of
changed conditions and the best thing
for the Council todo is to continue
to operate the service making such
regulations -as will -ensure . all the
revenue and give no one preference
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over the other. The practise of per-
mitting over loaded teams to use the
ferry at present rates should be ended
at once. This would increase the
revenue and lessen the cost of repairs,
for as a ferry official observed to the
writer, “each time one of these big
loads ascends the approaches they
tear out twenty five cents worth of
planking and we only get twelve cents
back.” .

There is still another branch of the
civic service where public ownership
is attracting some attention — the
lighting department. Just now when
the city hus come into possession of a
large water power in addition to
that controlled by the city at Silver
falls the question is more to the
front than ever. The prevailing
opinion among citizens of all classes
is that their Light bills are too high.
Recently the St. John Railway com-
pany.. which at present enjoys a
monopoly of this important service,
has placed all of its lamps on meters
“and the result is that there is not
nearly so much private lighting as
formerly. When the lights burned
until midnight without extra charge
they were allowed to do so. Now
that the consumer has to pay for
every watt of electricity and foot of
gas consumed the lights are automa-
tically shut off at 10 o'clock, when
the merchants thinks the value of the
advertisement ceases. Besides the
number-of lights have been reduced
and S*. John's stores are not so brilli-
ant after dark as they formerly were.
It is claimed that the price charged
by the company for both gas and
- electric light is excessive, and that if
. the price were lower the consumption
would be greater.  Evidently thedi-
rectors of the company do not hold to
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this view as every act of theirs since
they came into absolute control of the
lighting of the city has been in the
directicn of an increase rather than a
a decrease—consequently the agita-
tion for civic lighting. -

In 1900, the streets of St. John (east)
were lighted with gas, and those of
Portland and Carleton by electricity.
Portland was about the first city in
Canada to adopt civic lighting and
while the results have not justified
the hopes of those who advocated it,
still after 14 years of experience it has
been amply demonstrated that the
city can save money by operating its
own clectric plant, even on ‘a small
scale. It was the experience in the
North end and the desire on the part
of the aldermen to repossess them-
selves of a valuable wharf property
that led to the purchase of the west
side electric franchise at a price in
excess of its actual value at the time
of sale. In 1goo the lighting of the '
three sections of the city cost $12,417.
In 1831 a new contract was made to
light the east side streets with electri-
city, and in 1892 the first full year
after the change, the cost of street
lighting had risen to $18,505. In
1902 the expenditure had increased
to $23,159 practically double what it
was in 1890, but this was largely for
East and West side lights. 7The cost
of the North end electric light station
in 1892 was $4,062, and in 190%
$5,297. But the cost varies from year
to year according to the stock of
supplies on hand. In 1900 the ex-
penditures were $5,606, in 1901, $6,383-.
There has been an increase in salaries
and wages in 10 years of about $400
but the number of lamps operated it
also larger. The cost of the Jamps of
the west side in 1892 was 82,944, &0
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in 1902, $3,101. The east side Jamps
cost $9,512, in 1892 and 314,682 in
1902, If the experience of the city is
worth anything at all, it clearly de-
monstrates that civic ownership of
astreet lighting plant is the best, and
more light can be obtained for less
money than under the contract
system.

If the water powers on the Mispec
are sufficient for the purpose and are
not too far away from the city to
admit of their economical use the
city will. be in a position to furnish
light and power cheaper than any
company which generates with steam.
The cost of coal in the generation of
electricity is a very important item.
The average cost of the North End
light station was $s5,762 for three
years and the average coal bill
$3,208. Where water power is used no
coal is necessary and water motors
are no more exp=nsive than steam
engines but the capital expenditure
for dams and the cost of bringing the
Jight to the city from Mispec would
be very considerable. Still if the coal
bill for lighting one third of the city
is more than $3,000 there is quite a
respectable margin to work on. DBe-
sides St. John city pays out an everage
of $3,000 for lighting its public
buildings all of which could be done by
the civic service,if it did not enter into
competition with the Railway com-
Pany for private lighting, which there
IS nothing to prevent the city from
doing if it has sufficient water power
‘at its disposal. There ate a good
many different  views about the
_ Strength " of the Mispec water powers
’.vbkut the (ouncil has taken the wise
. €xpedient of having them measured.
fore any action is taken the cost
;- should be carefully calculated Dbe-
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cause St. John has about all the
unprofitable assets on its hands that
it can take care of at present.

There remain but two departments
of civic government to review before
disposing of the question of civic
finances; the police and fire depart-
ments. In 1900 the total cost of
maintaining the police department
was $35,737 of which $26,474 was
obtained from the assessment. In
this year the salaries amounted in the
total to $29,848, of this $5,429 went
for salaries and $24,418 for the pay of
the force. The total costof main-
taining the force in 1go2 was 831,157
but in 18go the sum of $2,087 for
interest was charged which does not
appear in the account of 1902, all
charges of that character appearing
in the Interest payable account. The
taxes collected for the maintainance
of the police in 1902 was $25,680 or
nearly a $1,000 less than in 1900
There is no report from the Chief of
Police published in the accounts of
1890 but in 190z the mnumerical
strength of the force is given as 41
which was an increase of five as com-
pared with two years before. This is
the one account that has been kept
down but it has made an upward
start.

The record of the fire department
shows a very considerable increase in
the cost of maintainence since union.
In 18go the salaries and pay of the
firmen totalled $16,847 und in 1902
$21,080. The total cost of the de-
partment in 1890 was $30,236 and in
1902 $34,550—the increased cost was
therefore almost wholly on account of
wages and salaries. Since Umon two
new fire stations have been built and
there have been considerable additions
to the apparatus. The increase in the



48

debt on account of the department at

the close of 1903 was $48,000. In
1904 the debt was futher added to by
the rebuilding of the fire alarm and
in 1905 there will be further additions
for chemical engines which have al-
ready been purchased. The principal
increase in the cost of maintainence
as between 1890 and 1902 is in the
stable account which cost $4,253 in
1902 as_compared with $2,917 in
18go. But all of these accounts were
jumped up in 1904 when the assess-
ment  was increased because the ac-
counts were all falling behind, the fire
department dropping to the rear at
the rate of about $2,000 annually.
The assessment for fire purposes
1904 as $42,138 as against
in 1889, A considerable increase
must be made in the cost of the fire
department through the introduction
of chemical engines. At least one
more fire hall will have to be con-
structed, as the present buildings are
so crowded with apparatus that it is
impossible to hitch the
The chief value of c
—its only value,

in

$26,672

hemical engine
in point of fact, is
the speed with which jt can be got to
afiee. It is only useful in the early
stages of a conflagration and if
apparatus is so crowded around jt
that the horses cannot be promptly
hitched its utility is doubtfy],

One of the great evils of the past in
the management of the affairs of the
city has been the over expenditure of
the different departments, At the
beginning of each fisca] year the
cldermen make up an estimate of the
ost of maintaining each service for the
succeeding twelve months,

Or more
- Properly speaking,

until the 31t

December following, ‘when the ac-

counts are closed for the year. The

horses quickly. °

ter
'investment, as are all the deep WA v
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therory s that the assessment will be
sufficient for the maintainence of all
services but experience has shown t.haxtt
in the majority of cases an insufficien
sum was assessed. At the close of 1_90-2
the overdrawn balances of various
accounts amounted to the total 5
$154,354. For 1904 there e ot
considerable increase in the assessm b
for various accounts, with the expezs
ation of wiping out these balanc c,
and in a measure the plan has Srhe
ceeded. In the first place han
assessment realized, $38,851 more t :_2’ _
the preceding year. The hal‘bo}' tdrY
venues were the largest in the hélS -
of the city amounting to $36,6 ?j’ing.
increase of §5,451 over the .prece ,
vear. In this connection, it muSd f
i‘)ome in mind that the city eXP?néz d
$150,000 for the McLeod whurf, s
that the increase is largely due to the .
addition to the civic property in e
harbor. Since the new wareholtf g
was constructed, the Donald‘sc'm e
which lrings large quanhtlisa At
freight for the St.- Jobn merc ¢ the
lands its goods on this side © the i
harbor, and then moves over to odS,‘
west side to discharge western g0 e
and load export cargo, The nm
whatf has therefore become an eio‘ ;
ing asset, and bids fair to prove a g008:

wharves on the east side OWI_le1 tion?f
the city. The proposed legis a»'t i
the Council is seeking to PU‘:Cha,Se the |
interest of the Canadian Pacific lﬂE e
west side terminal will have the es %f’
of increasing the. harbor revenue ’Sld
it is the intention to cpafge Zial
wharfage on steamers while loadoﬂ"
“local lumber which has not been dO%
since 18g7. - N

Every?lzing considered thf% Cltya
made great progress financially @

\
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Ing the past year and clbsed its
.Operations with a balance of over
‘337,'000, to its credit in the bank
"@gainst $4,846 at the close ol 1903.
: ’It 1s not possible to obtain any exact
‘Statement of the expenditures and
. teceipts of the various departments
~but the general result shows that the
accounts are in much more healthy
.Condition than for years past. The
fallacy of trying to make go cents do
a dollar’s worth of work, has been
*abandoned, and the increased assess-
ment is an acknowledgmenton the part
of the Council that a sufficient sum
“has not been added to the assessment
to make good the cost of assessing
and collecting the taxes,and to provide
ff)r the default. Viewed in every
light the present Council has made a
decided step in advance in common
sense methods. The next step in this
direction is to obtain a revaluation of
?he property of the city. Before this
is done the Council should take ad-
vantage of the legislation obtained
some years ago, and secure without
further delay, the rental value of
every property in the city. Had this
been done and -small incomes ex-

; THE SIN OF I'T.
FoozLe: “Do you think it wrong
to play golf on Sunday "
NisrLick: “I think it wrong to play
such a game as you do on any day of
“the week.” o

. CAUSE OF BALDNESS.

& “Wonden feel where men think,”
e t1d the female with the square chin.
%&&‘YGS, sighed the man who had

*¥eNn married three time; “that’s why
nen become bald.”
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empted, there would have been less
complaint about the assessment law
and the newly apppointed Assess-
ment Commission would have had
something tangible to operate on in
preparing their scheme. i

While the Commission is preparing
its report the Council should take up
the question of the charter and the
various amendments made to it in the
past century. ~St. John wants a new
charter and there is no better time
than the present to have one prepared.
Few lawyers have given any attention
to the various laws and bye laws
governing the city. The Recorder is
necessarily posted on these subjects
and he should be instructed to revise
the various acts of Assembly and the
charter and submit a report to the’
Council. This is a work that will
necessarily involve time and expense
but it cannot be done too soon. It is
safe to say that many, if not all the
aldermen, will be greatly surprised at
the volume of legislation their
predecessors have obtained from F red-
ericton and how much of it is now
useless lumber.

TRUST TO CUSTOM.
TravieLLiRr: “The New York express
lcaves this depot, does it not ?”
Gareman: “ It has done so for a
number of years, and [ don’t suppose
it will take it along to-day.”
RICH MEN’S SONS.
WiLLie: “If you've saved up enough
for an automobile, why not get it?”
Bospie: Not vet. I'm saving up
enough to pay for the people I run
over.”



A DOUBLE PLOT..

S A Post Office Story,

By Malcolm Thackery Ross.

CHAPTER I

Silvanus Plummer was and had
been for more than thirty years the
postmaster of Crouchville, a town
whosc greatness possibly lay in the
future, but certainly did not exist in
the present. Silvanus, or old Sill as
he was universally called, had been
appointed forty years before, and had
contrived to hold on to his office
- through all the political changes
which had taken place. The post-
master of Crouehville took his color
from the times, and made it the study
of his life to range himself on the
strongest side, a peculiarity which
exposed him to many sarcastic obser-
vations.

“The old sucker,” said Captain
Pipes, as he blew a great cloud of
tobacco smoke away, “ jest sticks like
a limpet to a rock. It is nothing
short of public robbery to keep him
there.”

“It's my opinion,” said Captain
Pipon reflectively,” that he'll stay.
He's been buried up and forgotten
like a fossil and nobody at Ottawa

knows anything about him.” '

The views thus expressed may be
said to have represented the ayerage

-

opinion of Crouchville which wa:
mostly hostile to the postmaster. al
all events behind his back. A rurm
postmaster usually receives mo‘;
open flattery and more undthan
abuse than most men, and Silvanu®
Plulnmer was no exception to .th‘s
rule. Almost every one found it to
his interest to be very civil anfi e"eg
deferential to him for if so disposé
he had it in his power to delay OF
even to make way with important
letters without the injured, Paf"-:
having much chance of redress. B“"
when the postmaster’s back was t'—“”;t
ed his faults were not forgotten. ™
was darkly whispered that he was lﬂk
the habit of opening all the letteflsv
especially love letters, that he cou
contrive to read and there were ever
tales told of money letters being
missing which had never been
accounted for. o
Silvanus Plummer had originally
been a small man and age had .“°t,
increased Lis size. He had a de§ldele ‘
stoop, a weazened face and a pair ©
sharp little eyes with a singularly
fox-like expression. His voice was
sharp and shrill and generally pitched
in a high key. But his great weak- -
ness wasan inclination to gossip. He
was consumed with curiosity to get.‘

\
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:50 Every detail of the petty tittle-
;!ame which passes current in every
;Wural community. 1t was this curiosty
#Which originally caused him to apply
-;'_f?r the position of postmaster and
"Which under his management had
"Made the post office a sort of news
i ?"Change where all had the opportun-
- %y of hearing the worst things
. Possible about their neighbors.
The postmaster of Crouchville was
A bachelor, although it was said he
bad been in his time a suitor for the
- hand of several voung ladies in the
town. By becoming postmaster he
contrived to put himself in the way
of having his féelings lacerated many
times a week for every letter which
his fair ones received was of course a
love letter and written by some
successful rival. Much wrestling with
adverse circumstances of this nature
had made Plummer prematurely old.
He found it eyery year more wearing

on him to keep the run of the love’

making, gossip and scandal of the
town, but he persevered with undimin-

ished zeal..
The | post office of Crouchville

comprised an outer room for the
public and an inner room for the
postmaster himself. Few were ever
admitted into this sacred apartment,
for it was there that in some myster-
ious fashion Silvanus contrived to
become possessed of the secrets of his
neighbors. Long practice had made
him extremely skillful at the work of
opening letters and closing them
without leaving any trace of the
process to which they had been sub-
jected. A long thin knife, sharper
‘than any razor, a little gum arabic
* mixed with alcohol and a fine camel’s
“hair brush were all the tools be
i Tequired to effect his purpose and

unlock the treasure house of know-
ledge. The postmaster was wary
enough to keep these implements
hidden away and to do his work in
private. Even his most trusted
cronies Jeff. Burton and Tom Coy
although often permitted to enter his
inner sanctuary and regularly inform-
eéd as to what was going on never
were told how the postmaster's
knowledge was acquired. They all
argued that in point of smartness Sil-
vanus was “ jest extraordinar.”
Silvanus Plummer, like other
prominent men, had enemies who
plotted his destruction. The most
persevering of these was Jack Halsev
a thriving trader of the place, who
had ‘become impressed with the idea
that the postmaster had opened one
of his business letters, and obtained
therefrom some information which
enabled a rival trader to forestall him
inan important operation. The rival
trader was the postmaster's friend
Tom Coy. Halsey vented his wrath
in a number of forcible expressions
and awaited a chance “to get even
with old Sil,” as he expressed it. As
a preliminary step he carried round a
paper acdressed to the Postmaster
General asking that a change be
made in the Crouchville post office.
This received many signatures and
went on to Ottawa in due course.
Jack Halsey was a bachelor of
thirty-five, who avowed his intention
of never entering into the holy state
of matrimony. When he was eighteen
he had fallen in love with a woman
ten years older than himself, and being
disappointed in his wishes at that
time, had recorded a vow against the
married state. So in spite of the
many sweet female smiles that were
wasted on him, he went on his own



52

way, making a great deal of money
at his business, but remaining single.
It was said indeed that Halsey was
the richest man in Crouchville, and
perhaps he was. At all events, he
was rich enough to maintain a fine
establishment and to support a wife
in handsome style.

Halsey lived in a spacious mansion,
a short distance from the village, and
his mother kept house for him. Mrs,
tHalsey was more than sixty years of
ageand, as Jack was her only son, she
was naturally very proud of him.
But she was totally opposed to his
anti-marriage policy, and did not
hesitate to speak her mind freely on
the subject.

“Jack,” she would say to him,
“don’t be a fool; go and get yourself
a wife. "1 do not care who you marry;
and your wife when you get her can
Just come in here and take charge of
things as quickly as she likes. I
. won't be jealous for I'm tired of keep-
ing house, that's the truth. 1 would
sooner vou married Annie there the
help out of the kitchen, than to go on
in this heathenish fashion. What's
going to become of you when your old
mother dies if you don't get a wife
now?” : . .

Mrs. Hasley would frequently go on
in this fashion at Jack to the great
discomfort of that good natured but
somewhat obstinate individual, He
loved and respected his mother very
much and with good reason for she
Lad been his best friend at al] times,
but he was not willing to give up his

foolish notion of single blessedness,

So when matters reached this stage
Jack, instead of continuing an argu-
ment in which he was certain to get
the worst of it, would take himself out,

" of the house and seek the companios-
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ship of his friends of the male sex.

Dr. Whitney and Lawyer Nevers
were Hasley's most frequent and most
trusted companions. Like himself,
both were comparatively young and
both were unmarried. There was
another bond of sympathy between
them, in fact that they had a grievance
against the pos'master, and were bent
on making that functionary suffer for
his curiosity. If Mr. Plummer could
have heard all that the three friends
said about him his ears would have
felt very warm indeed. )

“It is no use talking, boys,” said
Dr. Whitney on one occasions when
the three met, “we must do something
to expose this old rascal Plummer.
It is really not safe to put an import-
ant letter in the office.”

“That's so,” responded Lawyer
Nevers, “as I know to my cost; but
what's to be done? What do you
say, Halsey?” )

Jack Halsey had acquired consid-
erable reputation as a practical jok('ﬂ'
and had filled the town with merri-
ment on several occasions by reason
of his exploits in that line. Jack
therefore felt when he was thus
appealed to by Nevers that something
weighty and final was expected of
him, :
“What ‘do you say,” he suggested,
“to a fictitious correspondence? Get
up a lot of letters, for instance, that.
are all a sham, keep them a dead
secret from everybody, and when their -
Contents get out, we will be able to
trace the reports to the postmaster
and run the old villain down.”

“A good idea,” said Nevers.

“ First class,” responded Dr. Wilson.

“The best plan” continued Jack,
“ would be for us to get up three sets
of correspondence and let each keep,
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the contents of his letter secret from
the others so that the three attacks
on the post master will be independent
In a measure.” :

“Very good,” replied Nevers, “ but
the subjects of the correspondence had
better be settled so that each may
take a different one. Let each of us
write about something the most
improbable that can be imagined.”
I'll open a correspondence with my
friend Porteous in New York in
regard to a lot of imaginary opera-
tions in Wall street.”

“And [,” said Dr. Whitney,  will
buy- on paper an orange grove in
Florida from old Sands of Baltimore.”

“But what had I better write

about ?” asked Jack.
+ “Take something nobody would
suspect you of being engaged in; a
series of love letters would be best,”
replied Nevers. “I'll lend you a
complete letter writer so that you
will be able to write the most thrill-
ing epistles, but you must have some
smart fellow that can write like a
‘woman for a confederate.”

“Only fancy me writing love letters,”
replied Jack, “but I'tl do itif [ only
can get hold of a suitable correspon-

dent to do the other part of the
business.”
This  weighty plot against the

peace and comfort of Silvanus
Plummer being thus arranged the
friends separated.

CHAPTER IL

L T
B o o

+Jack H.als'ey felt in. very good
00T with himself and with the
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world in general, and he walked
home after this meeting. To a third
party his little plot for the discom-
fiture of the post-master may have
seemed crude and.even absurd, but
Jack himself thought it mighty clever.
No small part of his satisfaction over
his imaginary correspondence arose
from the fact, that his mothet would
be certain to hear the reports about
his fictitious courtship, and would be
as much deceived as any one else.
“The dear old lady,” said Jack to
himself, “will think her plans for
marrving me off have come to some-
thing, but won't she be disgusted
when she finds out the real truth.,”

To estimate the full weight of this
last remark, the reader should under-.
stand that Mrs. Halsey had, by no
means confined her efforts to change
Jack’s condition to admonition and
advice. For ten years or more, she
had seldom failed to have a young
female companion in the house, for
company for herself, as she affirmed,
but as Jack fully Dbelieved, for the
purpose of entrapping him into matri-
mony, As soon as one interesting
voung lady had taken her departure
from the house Mrs Halsey would
immediately declare that the place
was duller than a jail, and make
arrangements to replace her by a new
importation. As she had plenty of
relatives, down to the most remote de-
grees of cousinship, and an abundance
of acquaintances, and at her house
was a particularly pleasant one to
stay at, there werc always agreeable
young ladies ready and even anxious
to visit her.

It was a wonderful proof of the -
tenacity with which Jack’s mother
clung to an idea that after more than
ten years of this method of procedure
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she still continued to follow it. Her
earlier young lady companions had
become matrons and the mothers of
large families and their places had
been filled by younger sisters who had
been in their cradles when Jack left
college. Jack was very good friends
with some of the young ladies with
whom he was brought into contact,
but none of them made any impres-
sion on his heart. “ Hang those
sentimental girls that read poetry and
look so sweet,” Jack used to say.
“ Give me a girl with some life in her
and I'll like her, but I won't marry
her.”

If a girl with plenty of life in her
was what Jack desired, he certainly
should have felt himself well suited
in the young lady who was living

with his mother at the time his great

plot against the postmaster was being
hatched. Lydia Baker had animal
spirits enough for three people and
Mrs. Halsey could never complain of
being lonely when she was with her.
Lydia in fact, at times, proved almost
too much for her kind hostess. Her
sister Amelia, a sort of third or fourth
cousin of Mrs. Halsey, had lived with
the latter several years before and
was a great favorite. Amelia wasa
very quiet lady-like girl, but Lydia,
whom Mrs., Halsey had never seen
until she came to her, wasa romp.
Short of figure and stout of limb, with
black eyes and curly black hair, which
was allowed tq fly about pretty much
~as it pleased, she looked rugged
enough for almost any adventure and
had she lived on the Scottish border
four centuries ago would have been
the very ideal of a moss trooper’s
wife. Unfortunately modern civiliza-
tion seldom affords any scope for the
genius of persons of this stamp, and

-
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so Lydia Baker wasmerely a tom boy
who could scamper over the country
on the back of a half tamed horse, or
fire pistols at a mark or do half a
dozen other things to cause the aver-
age female toshudder. Lydiaalways
declared that she wished she had been
born a man and every one who knew
her admitted that nature had made a

‘great mistake in dooming her to wear

petticoats all her life. ,
Lydia Baker had been about six
months with Mrs. Halsey and in a few
days was about to return to Freeport
where her parents lived. The old
lady liked the girl, but felt quite sure

“that she never would do for her son,

Jack. “He wants,” she would say, “a
quiet ' women, one that will keep himn
home at night. Now Lydia, if she
had him would be towing him all
over the country. Besides,” she would
add, “Lydia is too young, why she is
only 19.”

If Jack had heard this little speech
he would probably have remarked
sarcastically that his good mother was -
quite aware of Lydia’s tender years
when she invited her to the house,
and that Lydia would have been bet-
ter liked if she had been willing to
make love to Jack himself. At quite
an early period of her visit, however,

'Lydia had inforied Jack that shie had
‘not come there to set her cap for him;

that she did not want him, and in
fact, would not marry him on any
consideration. In this way she speed-
ily won his friendship, and the two
became what Lydia described in her
own vernacular as “chums.” They
were. constantly together, and if it -
had not been that Mrs. Halsey had
herself overheard Lydia’s declaration
of principles to Jack, she might havé
believed théy were becoming attached
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-to each other. As it-was,. however,
- she ¢said '
awaited the time when the departure
of Lydia would enable her to bring o

her house some 6ther young lady with’

_ mote correct views of matrimony.

o i-Fack was seated in-his chair think-
“4ng over his plot against the post-
master, and occasionally giving an
audible chuckle as the thought of his
own ingenuity occurred to him. It
was while he was in this enviable
frame of mind that Lydia chanced to
enter the room.

“ Why Jack,” said she, “you are in
good spirits, what are you laughing
at?”’ _

Jack felt rather ashamed at bein
caught in that fashion and pretended
not to hear the question.

_“Come,” continued Lydia, “you
should have no secrets from your chum,
what'’s the fun.”
It was at this crisis in his life that
.Jack, to use the emphatic langu-
age of Nevers, “gave himself away.”
The fact was he had been trying to
solve 'the problem as to whom he
should select to conduct the other end
of the correspondence. * He must be
trusty,” thought Jack, “and clever, and
able to imitate a woman’s hand
writing. I don’t know any one that
fills the bill.” He had reached this
stage of his plot when Lydia’s voice
aroused him from his meditations.
“Do you think you can keep a
secret 7" said Jack, in answer to her
last demand. .
“Nonsense Jack,’ replied Lydia,
don't be mysterious, out with your
" story. Have you fallen in love with
anybody ?” '

“ Now Jack, although a good busi-
ness man was a man of impulses, and
and the ,suggestion  that he was

nothing and patiently.

_and in the meantime,

capable of doing anhything so foolish
asto fall in love annoyed him so much
that, in- his anxiety to remove any
suspicions of that sort, he was ready
to entrust Lydia with his secret plar;'; ’
“After all,” he said to himself, “she
may give me some. good hints and .
she won't tell dny one  know.” Thus -
Jack reasoned, and acting on-the im- o
pulse of the moment he put. Miss
Lydia in possession of the whole plot.
“Now,” said he, as he concluded,
“ who can [ get to help me?”’

« Help you,” said she with a saucy
toss of her head which made her
black curls glance in the sunshine,
“ why I'll help you Jack, it will be
great fun.” '

Strange to say, Jack had never
thought of being assisted in that
quarter, and the idea of writing
imitation love letters to a real youn g
lady almost alarmed him. But then
he thought to himself, if the thing is
all understood beforehand what diff-
erence can it make? So it happened
that Mr. Jack Halsey promptly ac-
cepted Miss Lydia's offer to conduct
the other end of the correspondence
and to assist him in befooling that
ancient functionary, the postmaster of
Crouchville.

CHAPTER IIL

Before another week from this time,
Miss Lydia Baker ‘had taken her
departure for her home at Freeport,
all the details
of the proposed correspondence had
been talked over and arranged. Jack
had made up the instructions he re-
ceived from his fair correspondent in
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the form of a schedule, so that each
letter was to be just a little more
pronounced in its declarations of at-
tachment than its predecessor, until
about the ninth or tenth epistle,
Jack was to propose in regular form,
to be accepted, and in the next letter,
to suggest a day for the marriage.-

Jack found it very difficult to keep
his face straight while all this was
being arranged, and on several occa-
sions Lydia had to remind him that
the matter in hand was serious and
required attention.  “Now,” that
young lady would say in an admonij-
try fashion, “you must not put any
nonsense in your letters or old
Plummer will smell a rat.  You must
write just as if you really loved me
and T will do the same in my
answer.”

Jack had rather a high opinion of
his own ability as a business corre-
spondent, but when it came to
writing love letters to a young lady,
even with the help of the complete
letter writer, he found himself rather
ata loss. The terse and direct style
which suffices for a communication
relating to an over due account will
not answer when one of the fair sex is
to be addressed on the state of her
heart and Jack had to write and
re-write the first letter of the corre-
spondence a great many times. In
this he had to pave the way, as it
were, for a fuller avowal of attacl-
ment to be made at a later day, so
that some skill and the exercise of
judgment as to the correct expressions
to use became necessary, Still on the
whole it must be admitted that Jack
considering his inexperience, wrote
very excellent love letters and he
improved greatly . as he proceeded.
Indeed Lydia often declared at a later

\

. fun.

s reserve
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day that she did not believe it was
in Jack to write so well.

When Mr. Jack Halsey had suc-
ceeded in fairly writing out the first
letter of the series to his own satisfac-
tion he took it to the Post Office.
This he did with a v.ew-to fairly put
old Sill on the track of the corre-
spondence at its very inception. The
little dried up post-master stuck his
weazened face out of the window as
he took the letter and made a great
show of civility:—

“A fine day, Mr. Halsey; seasonable
weather,” said the old man.

“Good enough.” replied Jack, rather
stifly as lie turned away, leaving the
post-master staring at the address on
the letter which he held in his hand;
it read: —

Miss Lypia Bakeg,
FREEPORT
N. B.

“Well I swan,” said Plummer re-
flectively, “writing love letters is he?’
With this Silvanus closed the window
very carefully and locked the door of
of his inner office. It isto be pre-
sumed that about that time he found
something that pleased him very
much for when he became again
visible to the public he wore on his
face a highly sclf-satisfied smile.

Lydia Baker's reply reached Jack in
due course and he read it with a great
deal of interest. It was the first letter
he had ever received fiom a young
lady and he was forced ‘o admit that
there was something agreeabie in be-
ing addressed as “ Dear Jack,” even
although he knew that it was all in
In his first letter Jack had ex-
pressed a desire to correspond with
her and in the reply Lydia very
graciously, but with more maidenly
than Jack had expected,
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granted the request.
proceeded.

As the correspondence advanced
through its various stages it became

Thus the plot

decidedly more interesting to Jack.

The work of writing the letters,

which had at first been something of

. a task, had become almost a pleasure
and he fairly surprised himself at the
ease with which he found himselfable
to express ‘the most tender sentiments.
The fact was that Lydia wrote such
beautiful love letters that Jack could
hardly help being inspired by them to
great achievements in the same line.
«1 must be careful,” said Jack to
himself “ or I will begin to think that
[ believe in all this love nonsense
that [ am writing.”

Jack's schedule of love letters was
about made up, for he had proposed
to Lydia in due form ani was accept-
ed. He was aware by certain marks
on the enevelopes, as well as the
rumors that prevailed in the village
about his love affair, that the post-
master had been tampering with his
letters, but how to bring about his
detection in the act in a theatrical
manner he hardly knew. Nothing
very deep was to be expected of Jack
in the way of aplot, and the best
plan he could think of was to place
some very fine and powerful snuff
into the enevelope, so that old Sill
when he opened the letter would be
seized with an uncontrollable fit of
sneezing upon which Jack would rush
in and catch him in the very uct of
reading his letter.

As this letter was never intended
to reach Miss Lydia, Jack was less
guarded in its composition than he
might otherwise have been. He
treated it in fact rather as an exercise

in composition and exhausted his

\
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vocabulary of endearment upon its
fairobject. He poured out the whole
devotion of his soul at Lydia’s feet
and implored her to consent to be
married to him ata very garly day
which he named. Why Jack should
have wasted so much eloguence on a
letter that was to be stopped in transit
can only be explained on the theory
that his pride of composition had
somewhat obscured his judgment.

When Mr. Jack Halsey, with this
letter in his pocket, took his way to
the post office he felt highly elated at
the prospect of publicly exposing Mr.
Silvanus Plummer. The old man had
grown accustomed to Jack's visitsand
was in fact expecting him when he
handed in the letter. Then the win-
dow was closed and the postmaster
was secure in his own little domain.

Jack had become aware that al-
though when the post office window
was down Sylvanus could not be
reached, there was a side door from
the yard by which the private room
could be entered. Here he stationed
himself as soon as he had mailed the
letter to await results. He was not
kept long in suspense. Ina couple of
minutes or so he heard the postmaster,
sneezing with such violenceas seemed
almost to threaten the stability of his
head. With this Jack rushed into the
private room, where a very laughable
scene presented itsell.

Old Sill was standing in the middle
of the room, his face covered with a
brown powder and his whole body
violently agitated by repeated con-
vulsions of sneezing. Jack’s letter and
its envelope had been thrown on the
table, where he plainly saw them.

“You old rascal,’ said Halsey,
angrily, “you have been reading my
correspondence ; give me my letter.”
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“QGo away,” responded Plummer
immediately recovering his self poss-
ession which had been somewhat
disturbed by Jack’s sudden entrance,”
“Your letter is in the custody of Her
Majesty and can’t be returned.” As
he delivered this cool speech Jack was
still more astonished to observe that
the postmaster had a snuff box in his
hand, he had quite forgotten that
that functionary took snuff,

“ Retire,” said the old man,-cooly
helping hinself to a pinch, or I'll
think you have come to rob the post
office.”

If Jack had been a man of great
mental resources he would probably
have been able to get the better of the
audacity of old Silvanus, but, as
things were, he felt himself fairly
deleated. After rejecting as unsafe
an idea he had half formed to snatch
the letter as it lay on the table, he re-
tired from the field, and went home
in a verv uneviable frame of mind.
His grand plot had been a dead
failure..

At home, the first person he met
was his mother who had just come.in
from a visit to one of her neighbors.
The old lady seemed to be in very
good humor.

“Vell Jack,” said she, “you area
sly one to be writing love letters, and
getting engaged, and never to tell
your old mother about it.”

“ Engaged ! mother, who said 1 was
engaged ?” .

“ Why its all over the village that
you've been writing to Lydia Baker
for months, and that you intend to
marry her, .I'd sooner you had mar-
ried Jané Sweet or Amanda Brown,
but, I don’t obJect to Lydia, although
I must say- she is sometimes rather
joud. But Jack, when is it to be ?”
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“It is not to be at all,” said Jack
sulkily I only wrote the letters inr
fun.”

Mrs. Halsey gave Jack a look of
high indignation and contempt; “In
fun,” said she; “is that the way you
would treat a decent girl ?” It's my
opinion Jack that you have lost your
senses, so the sooner you buy the wed-
ding ring, and put yourself.in charge
of a keeper, the less harm youll do.”

Having thus delivered herself, Jack’s
mother flounced out of the room in a
greuter heat than she had shown for
many a long year.

Jack put on his hat and left the
house which had Lecome a great deal
too warm for him; almost the first
person he met was his friend Nevers.

“Your little plot seems to have
taken well Jack,” said he, * the whole
town is full of your love affair; but
who conducts the other end of the
correspondence ?”

“Lydia Baker,” replied Jack w1th a
timid air.

Nevers gave a long, low whistle.
“Do you mean to tell me,” said he,
‘{hat your correspondent is a young
lady '

“She is,” replied Jack.

“Then all I have to say is that you
have given yourself dead away and
that Miss Lydta Baker had landed the
biggest gudgeon of the season.”

Jack was very sensitive to ridicule
and this sort of treatment depressed
his spirits. That night in bed he
thought over the failure of his plot 2
great deal and the opinions of his
mother and Nevers as to its conse-
quences. If the whole affair came
oiit was it not clear that he would
become the Taughing stock of the
whole country. His love affair might
even get into the New York, Montreal,
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and Toronto papers and be read and
discussed: by the entire population of
the United States and Canada. Alter
all why should he not marry Lydia
Baker, . if she: would marry him, of

 which ke didinot-feel quite sure. She
~Had been a pleasant ‘companion, why

-

should she not make a good wife?

Jack Halsey took the first train for
Freeport that mornit g, with a great
resolve in his mind. When he reach-
ed there his first visit was to a jewelry
store, where he bought a costly
diamond ring. Then he directed his
stéps to the home of Lydia Baker's
parents. )

He found Lydia alone with an open
letter in her hand; it was his own
letter. There were tears in her eyes,
but whether they were caused by the
effects of the snuff or by the words
she had been reading, he was never
able to learn. She jumped. up hastily
as he entered.

“QOh! Jack,” said she, taking him
by both hands, “ I'm so glad you have
come.”

“And I am glad, too,” replied Jack,
“do you really intend to marry me ?”

“Yes Jack, if you want me.”

“Then,” said Jack as he drew the
ring on her finger, “We are really
engaged and if the day will suit you
it will suit me.”

The day happened to suit and Jack
and Lydia were duly married. Old
Mrs. Halsey on the occasion formed a
combination of silk, ancient lace and
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smiles that was delightful to behold.
Jack leoked happy and there is the
best reason to believe that he will
never regret his choice.

The very day that Jack wasmarried
the postmaster and his cronies were
together in the inner roi.m of the
office. A mail bag was being opened
and Silvanus was very jocular and
merry over Jack Halsey'’s love affair
and its result. “It's my opinion,”
said he sagely, “that she'll make it
hot for Jack. :

“Betcher life she will,”
Jeff Burton.

“ Dead sure,” echoed Tom Coy.

Just then a big official letter bearing
the Ottawa postmark tumbled out of
the bag. Silvanus opened it nervously
for it was addressed to him personally.
It was from the Postmaster General
and informed him that his resignation
was required at once. Plummer's
countenance fell, so that his friends
could not but notice it.

“What is it,” asked Burton “is it a
kick out ?”

“ Pretty much
Sylvanus.

“Then we'd better git,” said Tom
Coy and the advice was so promptly
taken that the old man a minute later
had the oflice to himself. ‘

The following week Capt. Pipes
was duly installed as postmaster of
Crouchville and the world moved on

as before.

tesponded

that,” replied

ENCOURAGING.

“Would you marry a Chinaman ?”
he asked,

“ Oh, dear,” the girl who is sarcastic
replied, “this is so sudden! But I al-
Ways supposed you merely looked
1ke one.”

REMARKABLE.

“Yes, sir,” said the new benedict,
“I've got a remarkable wife. She can
cook and play the piano with equal
facility.”

“The idea! Where did she ever
learn to cook a piano ?”
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“ FRENZIED FINANCE.”

The revelations of Thomas W. Lawson on
what he calls “Frenzied Finance,” have awak-
ened an interest in the methods of modern
finaricers that fras never before been felt on this
continenf. What the outcome of these re-
velations of Mr, LLawson’s will be, no -one can
forsee. As far as le has gone he has only
disclosed the various methods by which Bay
State (Gas was manipulated, but he promises
other disclosures in which bigger deals were
fitanced by the sameparties, where in thepublic
were robbed by gentlemen whose checks for
millions puss without question and who are
regular in their attendance at churchand whose
lives are otherwise clean,

One of the most notable of commercial
pirates of a generation ago was “Jim Fiske,”
the partner of Jay Gould in his gold
room raids.  While the breath of domestic
scandal . nevec touched Gould, Fiske was
notoriously immoral and a woman, not his
wife, was the direct cause of his death. Fiske
was one of those jovial highway—men who
robbed the the rich and gave to the poor while
he lived. When he died the immense fortune
he was supposed to possess almost wholly dis-
appéared, and his widow was left with barely
sufficient to support her in after yearsin a very
modest way.

But Fiske's methods and those of the devotees
to what Mr. Lawson describes as “the System”
are entirely different. In brief the System
through its  influence with banks and  the
trustees of immense hordes of money are in
a position, to buy anything they want
and through alluring prospectuses and their
own standing in the financial world to
dispose of the newly acquired property to the
public at an immense profit to themselves and
a direct loss to the purchaser. In short the
high financier has adopted the method of the
confidence man who disposes of a “gold hrif: A
which has no intrinsic value, for a large sum,
The success of the methods of “the System"
were made possible by the great prosperity of

the United States during the past five years- ,
Employment has been abnndant, crops have
commanded higher prices than usual and sener—
ally speaking there has been more money int the
hands of the public than ever before. If Mr.
L.awson's statements are correct, and at pr'esent
they are unchallenged and uncontradlcted,
these wealthy men, these kings of finance
have plotted together, for the purpose 9‘
corraling as much of this money for their
own purposes as they can get.  They wereln
no wise particular how this was accompltshed
and some of the methods they haveadopted ar®
so close to larceny, that the criminal authot-
ities of the states where they reside Acamfot
long refuse to investigate the methodsvby which
more them one great combine has been brought
into being. But most startling qf all Mr.
Lawson's charges is that which brings courts
and law officers under the direct inﬁucflce of
devotees of high finance. If this charge is true,
nothing short of a revolution can clarify the
financial atmosphere of the United States. But
it must be borne in mind that Mr. Lawson 15
not without blame himself and he may reg:}ﬂ‘l
all courts in the light of his experience with
one or two judges. - .

It is characteristic of the people of the United
States that they will tolerate a great many
evils, in their political and commerial life ff)r a
time rather than give themseives trouble. They
are too busy to investigate for themselves,
but once the evil is investigated by someone,
and the methods of those responsible laid bare,
the public conscience is awakened, in a degree
hardly possible in any other country, and the
evil is swept away for the time, and thf'. men
who caused it sequestered in some pemtentl.-
ary. But the trouble is that the pu‘bllc
conscience cannot be kept awake continu-
ously, and the inventive genius of the grafter in
politics and commerce is apparently inexhaust-
able. He comed to the front™ again 1t
astonishingly quick time ready for another
taid on-an unsuspicious public. )
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_ Jake Sharp did no more than hondreds of
" bthers have done, when he bribed the New York
?uoa.rd of Aldermen to sell him the Broadway
tailway franchise. But he died in disgrace
- with prison doors yawning wide to rrceive bim.
“Bill” Tweed, the inventor of graft and loot in
-Néw York, who was at-one time a greater
power in that city than any individual has ever
been since, died a convict and those, who with
him, made up the “Tammany ring,” with a
* single exception were forced to spend the rest
" of their days in foreign courdtries or join the
“Bogs” in a local prison. For doing the
bidding of the ring Judge Barnard was
impeached and died in disgrace notwithstand-
ing his wealth, his family connections and his
recognized position in the society of New York.
‘There is no member of “the Svstem” so power-
ful as was W. M. Tweed, when in his glory, yet
when brought face to face with a sfew of his
crimes he went down to oblivion. And so it
w?ll be ‘with those who Mr. Lawson charges
with high crimes, if these crimes are susceptible
of proof.

The vast majority the people of the United
States are honest, decent folk, who will
not sf.and for the methods of high finance as
fiescnbed by Thomas W. Lawson. ' Besides it
is from this decent class that the victims of the
methods of the so called “System,” have been
drawn and outraged decency, if Mr, Lawson's

. forthcoming revelations are any worse_than
those already published, will be the undoing of
“the System.” Oncg convinced that there is
even the semblance of truth in Broker Lawson’s
published statements, these people will be as
hysterical in demanding the trial and punish-
ment of those concerned, as they were eager 10
buy the gallons and barrels of water which
they purchased in the guise of stocks of various
names. They will forget that they bought

. these stocks, realizing that their vah‘a:“ Wso
fictitious, but the speculative craze Was
strong upon them that they expected to sealize
before the crash coyld come. &hﬁ‘ 3 :::
before they expected and that they ost,

- 1 datlare hose on the inside is the real

good dollars to those on the 1 % awson's
o of the wide readi Me. )

» havidg: Once this large class is

exposures are, havidg:

cey the like of which has pever before been

NOr'Ié of thoes i@imt whom the Boston
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broker anid stock manipulator has preferred
serious charges have made any reply directly.
Indirectly the character of Lawson has been
assailed and he is held up to the public scorn
as an imiprincipled stock jobber, whose only
object is to make dollars and notoriety for
himself—that he is dishonest and independent
of “the System” has floated questionable com-
panies. © While this may, in a measure affect
the credibility of the witness it is no anwer to
Lawson's charges against othtrs, who stand
much higher in the financial world than he
ever did. Lawson may be all that is said
about him by his enemies, but his charges of
money greed against prominent men remain
unanswered and ‘there is a growing belief
among the great mass of people that Lawson
has been retailing more fact than fiction in his
highly flavored epistles in Everybody's
Magazine, But whether his effusions are ‘all

fact or all fiction they have served the patpose -

of pointing out io the shorn lambs of Wall
Street whose name is legion and who, are
located everywhere, from the Arctic circlé 10
the equator that questionable methods have
been employed in the flotation of many, great
companies. Worse than this,. the men who got
the lamb's first shearing were on hand to dlso
clip the next crop as soon as it grew. Sg great’
has been the money greed of there ﬁpa'n-‘«
ceers that they not only sold gold bricks to their i
victims but were sufficiently ‘immodest to pro=
claim the swindle from the house fops and buy
back the stock they had disposed o"f”at a
fetitious value at somewhere near, At real
worth, In this way they appropribted -
themselves the good money of thousdnids, Who
were bitten with the specujativectace and saw
illioos in the mirroredlake created Dy the
votariesol the system. Highway robb?ry isa
geatlemanly occupation as colnpared with the
methods of modern high finance as decribed by
Lax::f serious of Lawson's charges are those
which affect the life insurance companies.
There are hundreds of thousands of men, and
women 100, in the United States and (.Zanada
who pay premiums on insurance, wlych are
held in trust for them. The accumulations of &
lasge life insurance company are enormous as
the income far exceeds the expenditure. In no
other business is there so much money held in
reserve, and so important are these monies to a
a large percentage of the people that laws have
been passed with the object of safeguarding
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the interests of policy owners and to pfevent
the officers of the company risking the funds
under their control in questionable or specula-
tive investments. That in some measure these
laws, have been evaded by the formation of
trust companies the stock of which is
largely held by the .insurance companies, is
clearly proven by the financial statements
made by the companies, themselves. Thousands
of Canadians who hold policies in American
companies are aflected, and although every

foreign company doing business in Canada is.

compelled to protect its Canadian policy
holders, the amount on deposit is entirely
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inadequate to pay even a fraction of the claims
should the investments of the company at home
turn outto be bad.

Altogether Mr. Lawson, of Boston, has
created a most interesting situation. He has
compelledan unofficial enquiryinto the methods
of modern finance which cannot fail to unearth
some skeletons, but which may in the end be
productive of much good. = Whether wholly
true or not the revelations are interesting, and
that the curiosity of the people, if nothing else,
has been aroused is clearly demonstrated by
the eagerness with which every new contribu-
tion on the subject is read and discussed.

PURITY IN POLITICS.

There was rather an unusual event happened
in St. John in December of last year. - If we are

. to believe the politicians, an election was run’

without money. By this it is not to be under-
stood that the election for "the vacancy for
St. John city in the legislature did not cost
anything, but we are gravely informed that
no money was used by either side for the
purchase of votes. There is a law against
paying money to voters to cast their ballots
one way or the other. But from the discussion
in thedaily newspapers the unintiated are led to
believe that a vote is still a purchasable com-
modity and what is worse, that both sides buy
as many voteg as they have the money to pay
for. With all the laws and all- the sermons
against trading in votes they are evidently.
still to be bought, and to prevent the elector
getting his share of the “boodle” the represent.
ative men of both parties, met and gravely
pledged themselves not to spend money for the
purchase of votes. Such an arrangement was
made and in the main the promise made was
carried out. _There are rumors that in one
locality where a large opposition majority is
always obtained, some persons who were not in
the deal hired an uoused barn for the day, and
distributed wet goods to those electors who
were thirsty enough to drink cheap rye whiskey
~election rum as it is called. Then it is
alleged that some government supporters dis-
tributed a little of the same stuff among those
who found an election under “pure” auspices,
rather a dry affair. But these rumors are
denied.

Itisa scandal that money is still used to

influence elections. This money is largely paid to
“bring out the vote,” for there is a class of elec-.
tors who are not sufficiently interested in affairs
of state to go to the pollsand cast a ballot.
This class is largely composed of wage
earners who are compelled to lose a portion of
their earnings if they take the time to vote.
But the men who look for money are not all
wage earners. There are property owners who
are as anxious for a dollar or two from the
general fund as the men who are compelled to
make a sacrifice to cast an independent ballot.
The fact is. that too many people are of the
opinion that they are entitled to a share of
“ what's going " on election day, and are on
kand to draw the dividend if there is any way
of getting it. They say that Mr. So and So
makes large profits out of the supplies he
furnishes to the government and they do not
see why they should not have some of his sur-
Plus profit. To keep his party in power Mr.
So and So has to divide up. This of course
applies only to supporters of a government.
Those who are of the opposition are generally
not so keen after the coin, as they realize that
those who furnish the funds, have not the same
opportunity of making good—yet they do not
refuse a brand new bill if it is tendered. As
matters go at present, a government candidate
is therefore severely handicapped in a “pure’
election contest, and is liable to become a
sacrifice, to the principle he espouses, and the
result of the last election, would go to show
that there is more truth than poetry in this de-
duction of a practical politician. ’
There is no doubt that too much money has
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been spent in .elections, so much that it has
come to be a recognized thing that some’
classes of electors must be paid or they will not
go to the polls. Money does not influence the
way this class votes but unless they get a small
sum they will not vote at all. Itmay be
remarked that recent elections have demon-
strated that this class is on the increase.
‘Unfortunately the younger element of voters is
as eager for the dollar as the old timers who
have been through many and varied contests.
It is time surely that this debauchery of the
electorate came to an end. It is unreasonable
to suppose that men who have to pay their
way into parliament will be as independent
honest as those who go there as the result
~ of an unbought vote. When to a corrupt
electorate is added the thraldom of party the
position of a representative of the people is not
one that a man of honest purpose and strong
views will seek, and just as party ties are
strengthened and it is possible to buy a seat in
the legislature the character of legislation will
deteriorate. Everyone in politics recognises
the truth of this but the difficulty is to find a
remedy. The elections in Ontario show that
the people have revolted against the gorruption

63

of the dominant party, and said by their vote
that they have had enough of that sort- of
thing, but whether the new rulers will be any
improvement on their predecessors remains to
be seen. Premier Whitney starts in with a
sufficient majority to turn things right unless
the majority proves so hungry that their
demands will wreck his hopes. Then exper-
jence has demonstrated that - political
corruption is not confined to one party,and the
aftermath of protests and election trials is yet
to come. It was the trials which followed
recent elections that brought to light the
methods by which Ontario politicians cheat
the electorate. We in thie Maritime provinces
have not yet learned the ways of deceit as they
are practisedin that pharasiacial province of the
middle west and itis hoped we never will
These gentlemen who know how to stuff the
lists, to switch ballots and do all manner of
crocked things in elections are constantly
holding up their hands in holy horror at the
corruption that is supposed to exist in
Maritime province elections. But the records of
the courts show that the great province of
Ontario is the most corrupt portion of the
Dominion.

THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE.

The New Brunswick Magazine is presented
to its patrons in an entirely new form this
month, It. was promised in the beginning
that the Magazine would be improved and it
was the intention of the publisher to have

. made even greater advances than have been
made since the imtial number, under the
present management was issued in September
of last year. To make the improvements in-
tended, it was necessary to have the printing
un ler oir own control, and with this end in
view, a press adapted to the printing of
illustrations had to be procured. Such a
press was ordered in October, and was in-
stalled in ]anuary, but vwning to a mistake
on the part of the builder; a portion of the
mechanism was not adapted to the purpose
inteaded and had to changed. Therefore
while in a sense the Magazine has a complete
plant it has not yét in condition for the pro.
duction of illustrations,in a manner that would
be satisfactory, and an article on the Winter
port is held over untif the March issue which

" will be ready for distribution to subscribers

on February 2oth—that day of the month
having been fixed for the regular day of pub-
lication each month.

In the present issue Dr. Hannay commences
the Story of the Queen's Rang2rs, the fighting
regiment of the Revolutionary war. There are
many descendants of the brave men who
made up the regiment, living in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, as the majority
of the officers and of the rank and file came
to St. John with the Loyalists in 1783 Dr,
Hannay also contributes an article under the
caption “Why Does St. John Not Grow?”
In this, Dr. Hannay presents some interesting
figures showiag the rapid growth of St. John
at an earlier period, and its present stagnation
That a city enjoyiug such an advantagous
position as St. John, should have remained
stationary, so far as population is concerned,
for thirty years is remarkable. The main
object of this article is to awaken an interest
in the future developement of the city and to
get suggestions from those who have given
the subject thought, that may prove beneficial
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to the city, aid its growth and develop its trade.
Itisnot in the order of things that St. John
should stand still while other cities of Canada
are growing in population and importance It
we can ascertain the causes which have pre-
vented the growth of St. John during the last
three decades we can perbmpsfindthe remedy,
With its situation, in the very centre of
the Maritime Provinces, with railroad
steamboat communication to every point in
the three lower provinces, and with the west
of the continent and fo Europe St. John ought
to be a much greater city than it is. We need
not look for a boom but we may reasonably
expect steady growth, if every shoulder is
placed at some spot on the wheel.

The Finances of St. John are dealt with in

a general way in the present issue and
another article on the cost of the Schools and
County taxation will close this series. Since
ihese articles have been appearing in the
NEw BRUNSWICR MAGAZINE the Common
Council has awakened from its lethargy and
acted in one or two most important matters.
A commission fias been appointed to enquire
into the whole question of taxation. This
does not settle the question by any means
but it is a step in the direction of a new and
more equitable assessment law. By a change
in the methods of doing the city busiriess a
large saving can be annually effected for the
tax payers. But at the best a very consider-
able sum will have to be raised annually and
the queation is how to obtain the necessary
funds to carry on the business of the city
without disturbing existing conditions. The
inadvisibilty of taxing small incomes—except
a poll tax—is now generally agreed to. ‘This
removes one of the very worst features of the
present law, as it is notorious that only about
50 peg cent. of the taxes on small incomes
are collected. ' The result is that the estimates
of the Council are never realized while the
expenditures generally exceed the estimate.
Consequently the accounts depending solely
for their income on the assessment are al-

ways short ., : .

Much to the surprise of everybody an alder-
man actuslly referred to the charter of the
city at a recent meeting of the (‘ouncil and
stated that since that ancient and honorable

document was penned in 1785 it has been.

amended many times and that inclading the
‘numercus améndments the have been about a
thousand acts of Assembly, relating to St.

-
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John, passed though the leglisl?,turei‘h'i;f;e{i
he suggested should be codified. e by
certainly nothing unreasonable in this. . a
been the custom to regard the charter :th'
sacred thing that ought never to be to! ter
We have been told that it was a r?yal char .
but this is fiction, and if even true is 10 ‘;ea'::",
why its provisions should not be made to e
the times. The bye-laws of the Cl't)’ tﬁ.is
in the same condition as the chaster with e
advantage, that there are a score OF mog. e
them stowed away in. the vaults © !
Common Clerk's office and emifilymak&
gotten, If brought to light they will o
trouble for the citizens and the alderm
like. .
: The current issue of the MAGAZINE ‘,’O":_a‘::s.
the opening chapters of a serial story. olete
usual interest. This story will be comp ete
in six instalments. There is also a com:ame
story by a native author Who.se penfurt;hef
only is given. It is the infention to ¢ ihe
strengthen the fiction department © rent
MAGAZINE as space will admit. The F:dat;ch
number consists of 64 pages—that for Aol
will be 80 pages and the Eastex: qr ‘ilpbg
number will contain g6 pages, which' W! ot
the limit of size for the present. The cometer ,
of the March number will embrace 2 g‘r:alhe
variety of subjects. It is the aim o ing
Editor to make every issue more mtere’slll o
than the predecessor. How far he V“"d .
successful in this, is for the public to jucg

: . irl;
“The NEW BRUNSWICK MAGAZINE is now fairly

floated; and the public has not been V?‘a:
preciative of what has already been d‘zne{.ned,
goodly list of subscribers has been o u:d o
and the fiumber is being constantly add hly
There is ample room fora g.ood Mo:that
Magazine in the Maritime Provinces an e
is the field the Ngw BRUNSWICK MAdéz;re
will especially cultivate. Performaﬂc'esdoes
better than promises and it is by what it "
that the'Ngw BRUNSWICK MAGAZINE Xpec
to be judged. .
The xgmor is always willing to cyns:;f
contributions on.any subject particuX teg -
from local writers, and such are solict be
Manuscripts that are not available‘ Wl“ (e
returned. We want the assigtanc? of ‘na!'ke :
people to make the Magazine creditable 8% s
to the community and its publisher. Th?:bfe
a great deal of interesting material aval .
which only requires to be exumed frqr_n_ a
presént and brought to Light. . ‘

-
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