Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original copy
available for scanning. Features of this copy which may be
bibliographically unique, which may alter any of the images
in the reproduction, or which may significantly change the

usual method of scanning are checked below.

L'Institut a numérisé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a été
possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exemplaire qui
sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibliographique, qui
pepvent modifier une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent
exiger une modification dans la méthode normale de
numeérisation sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing /
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps /
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
Relié avec d'autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin / La reliure serrée peut

causer de 'ombre ou de la distorsion le longde la

marge intérieure.

Additional comments /
Commentaires suppiémentaires:

Continuous pagination.

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées
Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary materials /
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Blank leaves added during restorations may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from scanning / Il se peut que
certaines pages blanches ajoutées lors d'une
restauration apparaissent dans le texte, mais,
lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont pas
été numérisées.



THE  GOOD NEWS;

11

JUDAS ISCARIOT.

BY THE REV. R. ¥. BURNS, ST. CATHARINES, C.W.

LUKE XXII. 47, 48. JOHN XIIIL

Hietory or mis TREACHERY,
ﬂli;: I_t was night.” Not without reason is
mserted, A deed so black could not
. ::“the light of day. On such hellish
ﬁsha;:’zé the sun would ' blush and be
a ne*l to shine. All sinners love the
d €83 rather than the light, because their
wil :oam evil, They. hate the light, and
ho t‘00me to the light, lest their deeds
o be reproved. Little think they that
N og Men slumber, there is one unseen
Neither slymbers vor sleeps: one who
W hian €ye from whose fiery glance nothing
o *and an arm from whose tremendous
inl;. "Qne canescape, ¢ Have the workers
Ver, vi;nt_'y:’ no knowledge? 0] thaf they
Uty fse.. “1t was night;” but what of
thyy T If we say, Suraly tho durkness
Qh-a“ g:‘lfr us, even the very night itself
& g .‘gbt&bour, us. Stealthily, silently,
the e‘“’ght-wrapt thief who lurks to seize
n‘ ted prey, creeps this miserable
:::;}:es the Sauliedrim chamber. What a
thay, . (10'33. it present wnd the inner
chap, rle hiy own spirit, to that upper
Toy a::x hed jnst l.ef!,. Tuar, the sbode
an iong i, peace:, hke’ one of t'he many
%ane our'E ather's house. Tais, the
Coctey Olft Conspiracy the darkest ever con-
the o, of Liell, and the tiaitor’s heart
®neleay, € of the devil—the eage of every
Raveni, &fnd filthy bird. The rulers are
8 for the blood of Him with whose
the ve e tountry {s ringing. Here comes

'i%ly

"yhman they want. Some days pre-
g the l:‘h”‘d become privy to their plot,
e bargain had been closed with
o "ST since the meal in the house
% “rm!y of Bethany, about the begin-
’ ¥ memarable week, when tha

alo

Bg the deserted streets, till he!

mask partially fell off from him, and}hls
mean, mercenary spirit, came repulsively ous,
his breast had become inflamed with the
idea of betraying bis Master. Luke xxii. 3, 4
* What will ye give me 7 This lets us
at once into the secret of his character, ‘
The mask is removed entirely. Before, his
covetousness had rsought concealment be-
neath the cloak of an affected charity. Now
there is no disguise. If only they will pay
him, he is at their service, Never had the
covetous man looked the monster as DOW,
Never had this prolific sin looked so loathe’
some. And what a price for blood, ons
drop of which is more precious than the
wealth of the universe, What will a man
give in exchange for his soul? Too often,
we know, the veriest trifles; but to barter
away the Saviour of the world for less tham
twenty dollars, exceeds our utmost concep~
tions of the despioable meanness of avarice,
Every opportunity is watched. His malica
had been stirred by his Master saying,
“Gne of you is a devil;” by the rebuke
dealt him in connection with the alabaster
bex, and by the hinis thrown out at the
last Supper: “ Ye are clean, but not all,®
and “One of you shall betray me.” Hin
presence had become oppressive and offen-
sive to his Master, and his Master’s presence '
had become embarrassing to him. .
Now that he enters the council chambens,
it is not for the first time. He is no
stranger there, The eager looks cast on
him seem to eay, “ What news.” The
favourable change he thinks has come. Ha
knows well the sequestered spot to which,
in all probability, his Master would retire
from the upper room. Considering tha
exhaysting and exciting scenes through
which the Saviour had been passing, and
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the advanced petiod of the night, perad-
veature, he may be asleep. Then Judas
would not have to face him at all, for from
that glance he shrunk. He could skulk
behind, and hisinterference not beapparent.
At all events, Jesus was likely to be alone,
8 whole nights had often been spent by
him thus in the garden and on the mount;
In the day-time there would have been the
risk of a popular rising. Myriads of swords
besides Peter's would have sprung from
their scabbards, in defence of Him who had
bacome the peoples idol.  To find him
alone and unprotected was their only chanee.
To come on him thus unawares but ju-
creased the baseness of the deed. It lent a
deeper, darker shade, to the treachery of
Monteith, that he came on thé patriot
Wallace asleep and alone. But Jesus sleeps
not, and perhaps as the murderous gang
skirted, with suppressed Lreath, the garden
wall, the strong crying of Jesus during part
of his agony and bloody sweat, fell on their
ears. In the expectation of concealment
wno waitor is balked. He must face his
friend. Will he turn back now? Will he
not relent, and repair even yet, a broken-
hearted peuitent, to his Master’s feet. Al !
it i8 too late. Ho stands committed. The
Roman soldiers are at his Leels. Even the
warnings of conscience become as officers
of justice, dragging him forward to execu-
tion. And O! is there not something
terrible in the dnvoluntariness and irresis-
tebility of sin after it reaches a certain pint.
The wretched victim cannot stop even
though he would. He is ou the precipitous
declivity, and is urged forward to Lis ruin.
It shows how hardened Judas had become,
that with such ease and assurance he can
brace bimself up for the meeting. And
what a meeting. Ilow dificrent from that
an hour or two before, when Judas sat

near John, close to the head of the table.
Probably, to disarm suspicion, sold ers dnd
augndants lay in sort of ambush Leside the
Bacgen gate, whilo the tiuiior, lins a suske

THE GOOD NEWS

in the grass, with characteristic cunnisf
went forward alone, a8 if returning from
some benevolent cr business visit. Each
re-union between Christ and his disciples
after & temporary absence, secms to hav®
been signalized by the holy kiss of love:
This consecrated symbol of affection is no¥
pressed into the devil's service, and becon®
the instrument of treachery. This friendly
salutation is the climax of villainy.

“ Kissed him.” Thus Esau and Jacob
met after their prolonged estraugement
and Moses aud Aaron on the mount. I8
was the universally recoguized token
love. And to have treachery hide ifs"_l
beneath this! Had he struck hins with b#®
hand or spat in his face, Jesus, who gave
his back te the smiter,"and hid not his face
from shame and spitting, would not ba"?
felt it so acutely. How dignified and Eel.{'
possessed the deportment of Jesus! He ¥
not taken by surprise. Heo can never b‘
thrown off his guard. How acutely s
tive and gently upbraiding the words™
“ Betrayest thou the Son of Man with ®
kiss.” Every word must have stuck in th?
traitor's conscience like a barbed arrows

"BeTravEsST. What single item in
entire calendar of crime meets with such
detestation as treachery?  Almost anf
crime will find some palliation in histor’
but no pillory is too high, aud no exe.crﬂ'
tion too deep and thorough for the traito™
Of what avail the brilliant exploits of the
notorious Arnold? this burning brand o
his brow lias effaced them all. Hast tho®
sunk 8o low?

Betrayest Tiou? When Cesar wraph
his mantle round him, and fel] beneath,
blows of the remorseless assassins
rushed on him, his eye fell upbraidingly,o’
his old friend Brutus, “ £t tu, Bf"“'ﬁ./ g
“ And thou 100, Brutus?" was his touchi®® -
exclamation, . o

“ Betrayest TrHOU,” comes with sit?) osb
effect—thou, a professed friend, Who:; "
koown me aud followed me—listen
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by Words and soén my works these years
t~who hast had such opportunities of
Vhoming acqiainted Wwith me, and for
. T have dotte and suffered so much.
t“- mine own familiar fri¢nd; in whom
. usted, which did eat of my bread, hath
Xt uP. his heel against me.” It was an
it 5. "Mion of the sin of Paul that he “did
Ot;lnl‘"'antly " and of the “ princes of this
L, (t that they did not know Christ, for,
g €y known him, they would not have
- ed the Lord of glory.” No such
W ¢ hal Judas. On the contrary, he
-,h.p“‘lffmted to the most intimate fellow-
agai With Je.us. He therefore sinned
b hst. the clearest light. *Betrayest thou
g O of Mun—a title in which Deity
N Wnanity were blended—thy truest
« %tr,- the worll’s greatest  benefacton
klas?:‘yﬁ'ﬂt 'tlxcu the Son of Man with a
Ui, st This makes the sin aggravated to
i(le' d‘fgroe. When Joab ok Ainasa
Wiy 3 if he would have a familiar talk
b ln}: saying, « Art thou in health, my
hear:r‘ and then drove a dagger to his
i l;eWhen ke took Abner by the beard
itg 5 ;. W Kiss him, and then stretched
f%iong 1°°dv corpse on the plain, the pro-
fl‘)u o of tl'lendship deepen the dye of the
i om“rde"' The kiss of Judas, like the
a, aJ(’ab, s?unded like the hiss of the
is end hadinitthe sting of thescorpion.
. Mmphaic, withering sentence, that
ki, sh,-'v & gently reproving look, sunk into
A} Velleq, shrunken soul, and stirred
e dyi N .
Eﬂch wo, Yi0g embers , of his conscience.
Yay of;d rolled up into his soul like a
Mme '®. The light of that countenance
whe A burning brand in his conscience.
" he goes, these words ring in his
. ™%k and gentle look haunts
e 88 if fiends and furies chased
ioh 1© AVails money to a conscience
kﬁ Hig :ilav""O\:Vs of the Almighty stick
%it Wereeg 18 cankered, apd eats his
e for 5 re. We lose sight of hlrp
while, He follows not his

%

1
- 4

116

master. He had confronted him unblush-.
ingly, and boldly given orders to the sol-
diers, “Hold him fast,”~~beat on making
a sure seizure, knowing us be did how easily -
on thvee different occasions he had slipped
from the hands of his foes; but a single
glance, and that appalling sentence, send
him away abashed. He never faces Christ
again. The rulers wait for bim. They had
counted on his acting the part of king's
evidence. But they wait in vain. At
length the traitor, haggard and woe-begone,
makes his’ appearance. There is a sensa-
tion in the crowded court. “Make way for
Judas.” A death-like silence reigus. Dis-
closures are looked for—a thorough expo-
sure of the Nazarene imposture. Bat 1o
The pieces of silver are thrown convulsively
down, and shricking in agony, “I have
sinned in that I have betrayed innocent
Llood,” le rushes from the court into eter-
nity. “He that, being often reproved,
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be cus
off, and that without remedy.” I know
not if these unhonoured remains ever were
entombed, but if so, surely no better epitaph
could have been found thaun this—« It had
been good for this man if he had not been
born.”  From this melancholy story learn
the following lessons :—

1. The hardening influence of Six.

How thoroughly hardened Judas must
have become to join the holy family in the
upper room, after having entered into the
fiendish conspiracy with the Jewish rulera!
For him, a devil inearnate, to recline on
the couch adjoining his Master, to moet
unblushingly his Master’s eye, to let his
feet be washed by his Muster’s hand, and
to swallow without shrinking the extended
“gop,” at the very moment when a hellish
hate was harboured in his heart, when the

brand of blackest infamy was printed om
his brow, when his foul soul was stained
with a crime such as can never find ita
arallel in earth’s voluminous calendar,
when the poison of asps was under hislipa,
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and his feet were swiff, to shed blood—
blood the most pure and precious. that ever
warmed a human heart or coursed through
human veins—O! never had such a depth
in the horrible pit been reached before, o>
that terrible truth started out into such
startling prominence: “ The heart is deceit-
ful above all things and desperately wicked,
who can know t?

Does he not pause ere lifting the knocker
of that door? As he looks up at those
lighted windows within which sat the coun-
sel of the ungodly anxiously awaiting him,
does he not mutter, turning on his heel,
* My soul, come not thou into their secret,
into their assembly, mige honour, be not
thou united.” The silent stars witness no
such soul-struggle—the night winds catch
uwp no such penitent words. If he has
hesitated before, all compunctions are now
at an end He is utterly «hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin.” He is
bent only on not missing the chance, and
on seizing his vietim. «See bim yonder—
that is he; hold him fast” What though
it be the hour for his Master’s rest or devo-
tion ¢
gather round the spot? What though the
gentle Jesus, meek and mild, be handecutted
and buffeted as a worthless malefactor, and
his favourite love-token be converted into
a badge of treason? No matter to Judas.
He bas sold himself to commit iniquity.
He ““draws sin as with a cart-rope,” and is
dragged by it in turn with resistless rapidity

THE 600D

What though the holiest memories '

NEWS

bulk of maukind—by some counted po 5™
at all. He was a covetous man, Jike Acbad»
and Balaam, and Gebazi. The demon of
covetousness possessed him, and drown
him in perdition.

It matters not what be the form of ¥
you indulge, let it be persisted in, and ‘!‘
though you may think you can control ¥
as you like—that you may commit it oF
avoid it a8 you please—yowu will bye 80%
bye find you are in a tyrant's iron grip””
who. is hurrying you, insensibly, on yO“’
path down the slippery slope to.a pit th8¥
is bottomless.  Listen to the syren straif®
lay your head on the Lup of the enchantre®
and sooner than you are aware will Deli!“
prove your destruction. You may thi®
yourself a Samson—strong in princif’]q'
resolute in purpose—but soon you will
shorn of your strength, the eyes of 1’03’0:
and eonscience will be put out, and bou®
hand and foot by the cords of sin, you wil
be cast into prison. .

If a single sin possess such power, whsh
must sin itself be in the myriad forms
asaumes?  Surely this is no thing to 1
with, to tamper with, any more. than J°
would cast a burning brand into.a maga? 1.:
of gunpowder, and cry, « Am. not T

; sport,” or merrily danee on the edge of

e o
crater of Vesuvius or of the cataracf: "
Niagara,  “ Fools make a mock of 5";,
The current may be smooth and the #7

h
 bright, the banks may be fringed _w]t
F flowers, and the motion be easy and debig

towards the awful abyss, down into whose ' ful, nevertheless that river will lead YO

fathomless depths the fatal plungs must

- the rapids,

where it wil be. impossible

soon be taken. Judas became not thus ! you to stop, any more than could Judas

hardened all at once. There was a period
in his history when liis heart was as impres-
sible as that of any child amongst us, A

to
‘the garden gate. Act the deaf adde’
f the notes of warning now, like the In
" who sat down coolly in his bark cano®

blooming boy, perhaps an associate of Him it shot over the beetling orag into the ¢

. . . I -
whom he now betrays with a kiss, little ' ing caldron, and you will start UP:

1 .
thought he when he made bis start in life, i your fatal stupor,.‘ to. find youl‘se’f’ ey
that he was destined to reach such a miser- | # perils of waters.,” Q.! then every mé od »
able end. Aud what was the master sin every nerve and sinew, will be. stral® w; ‘
o dudas { ane thought the least of by tha if they wamld bugst: but it will be to@
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e tarreat which, without difficulty, you | the crime of Herod. Though a Sadduoes,
& Wld have breasted when first you launched, | and disbelieving the idea of a resurrection,
Bo‘I"ow irrresistible, and whirling, leaping, ' s0 soon as he heard of the fame of Jesus, he
g, your cries in vain, your convulsive siid it is John the Baptist, he is risen from
Horts fruitiess, you ave swept over. Be 't'ie dead, &e. Those eyes long sealed, which
€ then i time,  7'9-deig hear his voice. L once frowned sternly upon hin, those lips
°‘_m0rrow it may be too late.  You may | which cried aloud and spared not againat

o ' the rapids. You may be engaged in i his sins, continued to look to him, continued
© last grea strugule. {to speak to him, the charger with the
“Kiss the Son, lest hé be angry, -and | bloody head vever faded from his eve—the
U perish from the way, when his wrath ! headless man made the monarch tremble

= Xindled but g little.” con hix throne. Just so with Judas. The
; L l .
- The power qf conscience. ! haggard, woe-bewone look hLe casts on his

€ conscience of Judas, we have seen, employers, the piteous accent wherewith

8 not, dead—it only slept.  And when it he cries, “ I have betrayed innocent blood,”

i:ee’ it Was.v.s a giant r:sfreshefi with | and bis rapid t:ush.into eternity, attest the

s % lash him with scorpion whip. He ghawing at Lis vitals of the worm that

about, haunted as hy grim spectres, | never dies.

N ':::: a8 by raging furies, (il life became . Is not this of iiself an argument against

€0 to him. He courts destuction 'sin?  Who would have such a conscience

"lft; Tope he swings himself out into eter- ' How many sell their consciences for money,

7> 8ud goes to his own place. and when it is too late, find that they have

. Wounded spirit, who can bearf” | made a wretched bargain, and that in spite

‘lla\-ey ’t‘gl'(“ﬂ"mg, being burdened undef it, | of all their efforts to pzu't.from their con-

Caiy w”' en the same fatal leap. When science, their conscience will not part from
Lo ‘ent forth from the pre-ence of the them.

* 1 Was as if that ancient punishment

 murg 111. Persondlity and power of Saran.
) Srers, the bLinding to them of the| « Satam entered into the heart of Judas
‘lim ¥ of their victim, was iuflieted on Iscariot, Simow’s som, to betray him.”
1 U Was greater than he could bear. | « Atter the sop, Satan entrred into his

It foll:t mang.kd body he could not get rid. | heart.” They who do not like to retain
Reutl We.d‘ bim wherever he went. That | God in their knowledge, do not like to re-
l,]%d’ ’p“"flll look filled his eye, and the  ¢4in the devil either.
o grg ared ou Liim,  Every step he took,
uyg “'fd ﬂtfemed vocal with it, and there
of ;. '® bis ears, in answer to the voice

A personal devil is
distasteful to them, calling up thoughts of
a place of torment, which interfere with
rothay! the gr@tiﬁcation of their evil passions, and
Qg s blood, subterrandan thunders | hreak it on their gay dreams of worldly
He fe p“'f§lveeeh0es from the rending sky. | pleasure.  Let men bring themsclves to
N Miseif u marked man, as if the | Lolieve there's no such thing as a thief, and
- a0 of nawure were leagued against they will be off their guard, they will have
“’Qr” each object of nature cried * mur- | no dread of their house being brokea
sippl ® Passed, us if each roaring blast | throngh.  To the fraternity of thieves
ag Pling Stream, each bird of the air | nothing so popular as this. They cah,
m“le,:angf the forest, uttered his unnatural | under cover of it, pursue their cralt with
%‘ ing S0 with his brother's blood | impunity. And so.it.is the policy.of the
wé;f{- leaven for veygoauce. It was|devil, a8 a quaint old writer, has. it, to

"8 of conscience. And so with | “sham dead,” that he may act the part of
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rohber and murderer all the more easily.
Giving men over to this strong delusion to
believe this lie, they are led captive by him
8t his will.  Lest Satan, take advantage of
us, lob us not be ignorant of his devices.
He is tho same cunning devil as when, in
the days of Job, he came into the presence
of the Lord from wandering up and down
through the earth in search of victims,—
the came as when, in the days of David, he
stood up and prevailed on the king to
number the people,—the sume as in the
days of Joshua the high-priest, when he
stood in the Lord's presence to resict
* him,—the same as when, in the days of
Jesuy, ho filled the bodies and the souls of
wen, and led even the Holy One himself,
who voluntarily submitted to the ordeal, to
the top of the high mountain and the. pin-
nacle of the temple. We do not see him,
but that does not disprove his existence, any
more than our not sesing God or the soul
disproves the existence of ecither. “Be
sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the dovil, as a roaring lion, walketh abont,
sceking whom he may devour;” 1 Pet. v. 8.
“Resist the devil, and be will flee from
you.” Let no man, bowever, when tempted
to sin, Jay the blame on the devil any more
than on God. No man is compclled to sin.
Our first parents might have resisted, and
had cvery inducamens to. resist. And so
with Judas—henoe he takes guilt home to
Limself. “Every man is tempted when he
is drawn. aside of his own lJust and enticed.”
And what a return does this stern, remorse-
less master, give to his slaves. What is
that to us.  «See thou to that” Of what
avail his paltry bribes. *The wages of sin
is death.” “What fruit bad ye iu- those
th'ngs whereof yo are now ashamed? for
the eud of those things is death;” Rom.
vi. 31. Ho cares not for their pangs. He
has got his own out of them, He rejoices
over their ruin, “Art thou also bacome as
ape of wl” ‘

THE GOOD NEWS.

IV. Reality of a future stats of M

ment,

Though the devils. believe it and tremb®
this also there are men who doubt. I""
stead of listening to God, who hath 8}

“ that the wicked shall be separated fro®
among the just, and shall be cast into the
furnace;—that they shall be turned i‘}w
Hell;—that they shall be punished Wit
everlasting destruction from the presenc® o
the Lord, and be consigned to e\'erlﬂS“?g
fire, prepared for the Devil and his ang®®
—where three times over, he in the sam®
breath assures us, the worm dieth not, 8"
the fire is nov quenched : that sinners sb
bz cast fnto the lake of fire, and the smo |
of their torment ascend for ever and evé"
Many prefer opening their ears to him ¥~
says, “ye shall not surely die.” Makifb -
God a Har, and believing in preference ¢
father of lies.  But surely the fate of Jud#®
is sufficient to set the momentons ma¥ .
for ever al rest.  Whatever doubts 8P%"
ous charity may entertain, respecting v
fate of others, there can be none mspecun
his, He is pronounced the Son of F°
dition. Christ, the faithful and true '
ness, says of him, «It would have
good for that man if he had never
born.” And his miserable history
minates with the announcement th'“f ”
“went to his owm place” « Pe"d"“on;,'.,
or the state.of the.loss had become h'" ve o
eloment. ¢ was assigned him as b1 o
home. He was the very child of be
yea, by reason of his erroneous crim®
had become ten times mare the cl"lu
bell than all besides. Hell then wa8 v"

own place,” his proper guarters, the v
P

78
D

antipodes of the. place which Jesu?
mised to. prepate for his companion® v e
he-said, “I go to prepare a piace. f0F ;“'
"Phat it could not be that place, th®

liariy of the expression, and th®  yq

vh

character of the man, put beyo®

St shadom of & doubs, dees®




‘:_‘Pared a place in his Father's house for
" own chosen. Kor that place of holi-
3 8ud happiness it is enongh to say,
Was not prepared. How would he
ooked there— fresh from the scene 'of
h‘Ve““Pamnéled villany. qu could he
éyeg et the glance of Ged's all-seeing
¥ih ¢ What reception wotldd he have met
i 1 Tom the heavenly hosts, who found
v:“fs the centre of their joy and whose
b Utite employment it was to watch over
' eavwheﬂ.a wanderer on earth, and to fill
dua. ™ with his praises?  And how could
o t::rWith no spark of love in his heart,
Tggy t.hOf godly sorrow in his eye, bear to
tor, At Master whom he had so foully
of thfeg, When he exchanged the ignominy
erel Toss for the honors of mediatorial
gy frg“ty ?‘ He who slunk speedily
% g, Om his melting look in the garden
s o %eane, would have fled, terror-
abg, 0, from Lis preseuce in the paradise
a © One, £0 stained as he, the purity

g €0 would have been perfect misery,
Nir]y very sight of him entering the
h‘lﬂtﬁngaws would have been enough to

b\aVe ]

'i(encegl th.e hﬂ"ps of the blessed, and to
Cop on It songs,  Justice, reason,and
'%nforced, fense teach that law should be
et fortband that eriminals should not be |
ot the “;’" sociely unpunished, and shall
H%ll, the ; udge of all the earth do right.”
b the [y '_mP%Uilent siuner's own place, is
el g, Mverse what a prison is to any
‘“htenceered Community.  But the solemn
Uy maqof Jesus, « 1t hiad been good for
Yo uﬁs;i:,f be had not been born,” settles
of g % Had Judas passed into a
lr'ue\or e{fz’"ess, this would not have been
o to ter:]'were a purgatorial process of
Ty, iu b Mate, after a protlacfgd‘in-
. % endless and unialloyed, this

ilg
5, Do

sﬁeq imoh‘veheel} true. Had he even

Otlg gt hu: State of aonihilation, iiis

dyg Ming ah de beey true, The far more

ted "y, Cernal weight of glory, if

4’ ® enjoyed ut some fuilure
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period, however distant, would more than
compensate for the severest sufferings of
fife, or even for a temporary fiery trial.

Sinners, think of this. ¢ Except ye ro-
pent, ye shall all likewise perish,” Luke xiii.
3. Hear the words of the gentle Jesum,
“Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how
shall ye escape the damnation of hell "—
« Consider this, ye that forget God, lest [
tear you in pieces, and there be NONE TO
DELIVER,” Psa. 1. 22.

V. Tvuth of Christianily.

For aught we know, the thought of
treason had been harboured in Judas’ heart
for long. He had never disclosed it or
sought that the thought of his heart might
le forgiven him. Yet such an one, he who
knew what was in man receives into his
service and retains. Though ke knew him
to be a spy ever fustening his basilisk eye on
every step he took—yet he keeps him on
to the Jast-—till the secret plot is developed.
This an impostor would rot have done.
He would, of course, rurround himself with
those on whose devotion to his irterests he
could fully rely. Every owe in the least
suspected would be at ouce excluded from
the circle of Lis imnediate frieuds. Taking
the more favourable view of Judas' charao-
ter, that in joining the Apostolic band, he
was inflneuced simply by the desire to
gratify a disposition naturally ambitions
and avaricious; expecting that Christ was
te set up a secular kingdom, in whose
honors and immunities Lhe would share;
and that be left through chagrin and dis-
appointment, there is strikingly broughs
out, that Jesus offered no worldly induce-
ments to his followers. He led thein to
expect nothing from adberence to his cause,
but bonds and afflictions, The frankness
and fidelity, too with which the case of
Judus is recorded by the Scripture writers,
strigingly atlest the eredibility of their nas-
taiive, aud tre trausparent honestv of the
entire testimony they bear. It redounded
not to the credit of the apostolic band, that
one of them, and he too, filling an impor-
tant official station, should have acted so -
base a part. .

Then, how strikingly was the Scripture
fulfilled in ihe whole meiaucholy trausue
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tion ! Hundreds of years before, David | but the acting out of the « detorminst®

bad sketched the'traitor's character, and | counsel and foreknowledge of God.” ) Th
marked ont his course; Psa. eix; Ixix; xli. | counsel cleared not the other actors in
Zecharial bad specified the very amount | traged y. Their guilt is charged home

that was destined to be paid him; Zech. xi.
12.  The counection between the prophe-
eies and their fulfilhnent is strikingly
brought out in Actsi. 16. Al efforts to

{ wherein he tells them that they were

o
on'
them by Peter in the very same bfe;ﬂ:
ministers of the Divine will.  « And ki]led
the Prince of life, whom Ged hath rats¢y

the contrary, Ged's purpose must stand.— | from the dead ; whercof we are witnessé®

“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but| Acts ii. 15.

my words shall not pass away;” Luke xiii.
33.
tory featwre of all, is the evidence {reely
borne by Judas in his Master’s favor. The
evidence of the other diseiples will be
charged with partiality. They were specisl
friends of Chrst. They were interested
parties. A favorable testimony from them
was only what was to be expected. But
here is one who, if he conld have fastened
on anytling against Christ, had every in-
ducement to act the informant. He was
filled with malice against his Master; he
bad recklessly thrown himself into the
arms of his Master’s foes; he had commit-

ted himself to a fiendish plot, and if he'

could have pointed to a single blemish in
the character of his Master, if he could have
dragged to licht a solitary deviation from
the path of rectitude, assuredly it would
have been dove. 1le had every opportu-
nity as well ac every inducement. For
more than three yeais he had been on an
intimate footing with Cliist.  He had seen
him, not on the publie stage merely, when
a charieter may be assumed, but in his
private moments, when men will be en des-
habille—off their guard —seen asthey really
are; he had been with Lim on all occasions,
eyeing Lim elosely, but he found nothing
in him not one flaw—not the appearance
of evil.

And as, stung with remorse, and fur-
rowed by care, lic comes into court and
makes the marbls pavement ring with the
“ryeprobate silver” which he convulsively
flings from h'm, this is lis expressive tes-
timouny, “ 1 have sinned, in that [ have
betrayed innocent blood.”

V1. The harmony subsisting between

tlzq purpoese of God and the fresdom of i able, and Jesus would have com

man.

The treachery of Judas was decreed.—
The purpose of God fixed it. The pro-
phecier of God fixed it. Like every other
part of the sad tragedy of Calvary, it was

cceructfied and slain,” Acts ii. 23.
But the most remarkalle confirma- ;

have

“By wicked hands Nor

when many of them were subsequentg
pricked to the heart, do they presumeod
lay their load of guilt at the door of G 0:
Like the biethren of Joseph, whose tfiﬁ
ment of their brother is also spect?
spoken of as deereed, (see nar. in Genes‘;’
they feel themselves verily guilty. \he
so does Judas, though repentance (of His
genuine stamp) is hid from his eves. P
destiny was deereed, but he feels th"'tf 00
working it out, he was a perfect])’ Ped
man. The Divine decree neither }19] F
nor hindered him. It was as if _lt, 1}:3
never been.  He felt himself free in joi™

the cicele of Christ’s disciples—free 17 g
taining that connection—free in maki

the black barguin with his Master's ener g
and no less free in its execution. He i:,b"
not under any compulsion, he is Jeft 10 coB
frecdom of his own will, The Lord ;‘ect’
declures the decree.  Judas knows PO
ly well that his Master is cognizant @ ‘o
intentionsy and had probably perus

. S . on B
rand again, the prephecies bearing hes?
! ¥ AT : t

self, but Christ’'s declaration, an sitf?
i prophecies plices him under no o s

and he finds in them not the least PPM‘
{tion.  Ceuld any shelter for b o 4
‘nuked soul have been found, under hrl"‘
cree of God, and the declaration of , 2®
hie was the very man to seek it. Bu ’ pob
Such refuge fails him.  He attemPf He

‘o say, *L am tempted of God- o 61"
takes guilt Lome to himself. I ba" gt
i ned, i that 1 have betrayed the 1000 en
blood,” Matt. axvii. 4. Had Judas pee®
the vieti'n of astern fatalism——-had,he he

e

| placed under an invineible nﬁi&g:z;wo"
Ce jus ave held 2

s conld not justly have been iser®

Jesus

rather than condemned him,

I 4
} ave folded him in his anns insw'd ef A
o

livering him over to the tormentor.
| poor &oul, you are to be pitied.
| your kind intentions; but it is 1%
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_ &;Wﬂio carry them out. You would
f keep by me, but you cannot; vou are
“of against your will into the service
A1 10y enemies.”  Speaks he thus of him
W 16, the thunder rolls, forked flashes
00t, Judas is scathed, blighted by the
Mendous sentence, * Woe bLe to that
Man by whom the Son of man is betrayed,”
ma"k Xiv. 21, «It had been good for that
x:',‘ If he had wot been born,” Matt.
Vl.~<24.

ielydn' Finally—Beware of hypocrisy and

oll eeit—Le on your guard against

OW-hearted professors, but be not dis-
Uraged Locause of them.

‘hwi,ﬂlin this little flock creeps a wolf in
Ps clothing.  Sec how far a man may
: and how

,n"‘g deteeted.

Judas has secured so

u:;:h of the confidence of his comrades, |
last the)' do not suspect. him to the very

€ has ket company with them on
‘pigio;f:'“"‘““’ and has secured their good
in N‘O S’t.u'h an extent, that from ln_s
€8s h'alms or supposed honesty, le i3
})")f:ssz‘mr treasurer, A man may be a

;ar:]nist‘»‘l' o

“eer?]iﬁ Lis lymhrcn._ml:l be uni\‘c:'s;l]!y 8-

‘hay ke:‘m-«,y Lo aniliy of no open ss—
SO eotpaiy with the best Cludstian

P g yeb prove fal<e,

take |

'%“'ed. weed (gt vour hearts be not de-

Ovep yr,UI.\u;l\‘c.\.

, |
':gedog : ?““ jreople are 21t to be discour-
n

: d ayr P discvery of sueh hypocrites,

W e S 0 .
Ot wieh }‘<"‘4 deteried £ om easting in their
Gl Wem, Lecanee of 1Lis. Some will

n L . .
tlt"gethp(.w\ “tou the vaudity of religion
S They forget that if there were

4o o)

te gitt?l::“‘ ;';-m ‘ei‘h;rc w«fnlﬂl be no coun-
%Tnpl st afrer all it is the greatest
Coupg to o o relgion, that men have re-
h’aa'k(,f “”"‘4"?_& cloak for their ¢ins, The
o ® cap "‘* 15 bad will never be assumed.
.tohhrch__ “‘n‘;]“ expect perfection in any
o My perhaps Judas was allowed

%0 long 4 ) L

) b this tru%h].n the band of disciples
&t m ' .

'a‘t Tot fl‘l‘ls_‘wmeds be that effences come.”

M%blin£° wonld throw such a stone
'8 wa,

-

long he may pass without ;

U foilower of Christ—may 1% a!
f Clrist—may hold Ligh oflice !

: Banot hin . o
Jealoy, thich minded but fear.

and rock of offence in "‘
Y» over which so many have
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| fallen into perdition, remember—« Woebe
unto him by whom the offence cometh.—
It were better that a mill-stone were tied
about his neck and that he were ‘cast into
the sea.”

“SOOULD WE THEN MAKE MIRTH?
A malefactor might perhaps say that ke
would be wmerry as long as the scaffold wan
not erected on which he was to die. Baut if
he were told that the scaffold was quite ready
—that the sword was sharpened, and the
executioner standing ready—oh! would it not
be madness to make mirth? Alas! this is
your maduiess, poor Christlesssoul. You are
not ouly condemned, but the sword is
sharperied and ready that is to smite your
.soul; and yet you can he happy, and dream
away your days and nights in pleasures that
perish in the using. The discase is ready, the
accident is ready, the arrow is on the string,
-the grave is ready, yea, hell itself is ready,
your own place is made ready; and yet you
¢cun make mirth!  You can play ganies, and
renjoy company. How truly is your laughter
like the crackling of thorns under a pot: a
- flashy blaze, and then the blackness of darke
“ess forever !
Not ouly are Christless souls condemned
; already and not only is the sword of vengeance
quite ready, but the sword may come down a$
{ any one moment. It is not so with malefac-
Jtors; their day is fixed and told them, so that
‘they can count their time. If ther have
 many days, they make merry to-day at least,
and begin to be serious to-morrow, But not
. 80 Christless persons; their day is fixed, but
it is not told them. It may be this very
moment.  Ah! should they then make mirth?
~Some malefactors have been found very
stout-hearted to the very last. Many have
received their sentence with quite unmoved,
and with a determined countenance. Some
i have even gone to the scaffold quite unmoved;
;'some even with a light, careless epirit. DBut
when the head is laid down upon the block,
when the eyes are covered, and the neck laid
bare=when the glittering sword is lifted high
in the air, and may come down any one
moment——that is a dreadful time of suspense.
It would be very horrible to see a man in a
light, careless spirit at that time. Oh! @t
wonld be madness to be'merry then.
Alas ! this is your madness, poor Christless
soul. You are not only condemned, and not

1 only is the sword ready, but it may fall on you

at any one ymnoment. Your head is, as it were,
on ihe block. Your neck is bared before
God, and the whetted swordis held over you;
and yet can you make mirth? Can you tdke
up your mind with busivess and worldly
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things, and getting rich, bailding and plant-
ing, and this night your soul may be required
of you? Can you fill up your time with
games and amusements, and foolish books and
entertaining companious? Can you £ll np
your hours after work with loose talk and
wunton bebaviour, adding sin to sin, treasur-
ing up wrath against the day of wrath, when
you know not what hour the wrath of God
may come upon you to the uttermost? Can
you go prayerless to your bed at night, your
mind filled with dark and horrid imaginatious
net fit to be named, and yet you may be in
hell before the morning ?

Ab ! do not then make mirth. Strive to
euter in at the strait gate. Take tle king-
dom of heaven by vialence. Press into jt.—
Never rest till you are in the bonds of the
covenant. Then be as happy as the day is
long —M:Cheyne. ‘

TACT IN SEEKING SOULS.

Every Christian should study the art of
leading sinners to Jesus. Love to Christ will
make a Christian desire tosave souls, but will
not necessarily give him skill to do the work.
That he must acquire by thought, prayer, ob-
servation, and practice. The remark is sug-
gested by an incident with which 1 have just
met in mny reading.

A pious physician had access to a jail, and
tried to minister both to the souls and bodies
of hig patients in prison.

One day he pleaded with a murderer to seek
purdon. He urged all the motives of the
gospel to repentance he could command, and
threw his whole soul into the plea. 'The mur-
derer was cold and obdurate; excused his
crimes by quoting the example of David,
Solomon, and other Scriptare characters. In
fine, he said, “I don't know that I have much
to repent of.”

This from a murderer was terrible, The
physician left his cell thinking the vase hope-
leas.

Anxious, however, to do all he conid, he
invited a dear friend—an aged, devoted man
—to visit him. The old man consented, and
when after some time the doctor again
veutured into the cell of the murderer he was
surprised to hear him say, “Doctor, you don't
understand yeur business. You come here
to do good, to benefit the souls of us poor

risoners, but you don't go abont it right.~—
‘ %ou always urged me to ‘repent, to ‘repent.’
But, doctor, do you suppose there is one poor
fellow in this prison who doesn’t know he must
repeut if he would be saved? Thut dear old
friend of yonrs that you left behind auderstood
his business, He came here, sat right down

by my side, He looked indeed like a really ; sheep,” said also *Feed my lam
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ﬁaod man. With a look fult of tenderné®
e said to me, * John, wasn't it gracious §0%
ness on the part of the Almighty that b
sheuld iave loved ws =0 much as to send 3"
only begotten and well-beloved Son into =
world to save such sinners as you and 17 e
Why, doctor, that word Zkilldd me. It k'tlha‘
me dead. I couldu't get over it. That
holy, venerable man should put himself
the same Level with me, a vile murderer, D€t 4
fit to live nor to die! I cannot keep it ;
of my thonghts. It is working its way 10
heart.” . oogl
How great is the value of tact in 8° oy
seeking ! The doctor's direct appeal ":ec’
stirred his depravity. The old man’s indi #b
but adroit address, mingled as it was ¥y
exquisite tenderness, conquered bim. ed?
doctor was faithful but unskillful, and f‘".]rn],
bis aged friend was both faithful and sk
and he prevailed—he was wise to win %%
* Seek this divine wisdom, Christian; 0%
thou win many to righteousness. Dost Y.
need motive power? Get more love 0 Ch; %,
until thou canst busy yourself in the ¥ e
saying, “ The love of Christ conatramt”' 1he
Cousider, also, “that he which converte'® 2,
sinner from the error of his ways shall $%3
a soul from death, and shall hide a malt’
of sins.” Alas, alas! that we should aﬂd
easy the destruction of souls around u%
sometimes even “the destruction © !
kmdred !»

MY CHURCH.

“Mamma, can’t I go to my church
afternoon #” L pef

“What is your church #” inqull‘ed
mother, somewhat wondering. per®

“Oh, don’t you know, mamms ‘20]7”
we go when we don’t have Sunday $¢° s

And then her mother knew it “"::chir
monthly mecting in the chureh for 637" g
ing, to which the ehild had refe""'“c:' o'
she had sent her to a Sunday scho0’ ™ g8
than the one conmected with tbelf
church, g t
“Would you rather go there t}‘an :
church with papa and mamma!

“Ql, yes,” replied the child, “ . pob
can’t tell what papa’s minister 82 lik’w
our minister only talks to us, and

”

Ab, how many of Christ’s mini¥®2sf
Christ’s apostles, forget that Jesus ’”bﬂmoﬂ'
to lay His hand of blessing on lil«d"c'l
that to them also ir the word Of“ ;"a’d ﬂ’
sent. He that said to Peter, o

L
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“HOW LOVE I THY LAWP

“ Christians do not study the Bihle
®ough,” said the ex-ellent Wilherforce in
8 last illness. «In all my troubles I
Bever read any other book, nor felt the
3ut of any other. It hasbeen my houtly
Uly, and my knowledge of its doctrines
0 teachings has been derived from the
ble itsalf. ~ Books about the Bible inay
Yery useful, but they will not do instead
the simple truth of the Bible.”
OW many make as an excuse for not
N »dmg th‘e Scriptures every morning, “I
it";‘fb’o busied with my other cares, I forget
ng et they would think a person almost
Sane, who forgot to take Lis daily food.
:‘“ the soul live and grow, without its
Per uourishment, better than the bady ¢
o We only reafized the value of spiritual,
e do of temporal blessings, we should

ih 80 lightly forego the means of securing |

Make the daily reading of God’s
habit, and you would no more
Ot neglecting it, than of going about
daily Dusiness without your morning

Ly, | ? who can truly say, « H‘ow Iovs

b n a}“{ - 1L1s my meditation all the day,’
“ "8 bosom a well-spring of happi-

% Which po ing d ht of earth
tan affonr burning roug, ea

her, ¢alled on 4 friend one day, and found
%rkaa Usual, engaged with her necdle-
* AN expression of joy and peace resting

Cr countenance. ~ On the chair be.
et lay a eoarse-print copy of the
8| ";?senlt and Psalms, so placed tl_xat w'hen
s to tie( her eyes & moment—it might
Up b € a knotin her thread, or to pick
Ve SCH%.ms~she could read a precious
hep ’wto think about as she went on with
l&bou,,ogk' t was no hindrance to her
Rentle' lft' Yather 3 sweet stimulus, and a
At b, ‘;)m’ toevery care. Ido not doubt
S}, retir ., fingers moved quicker for
t”’g't. for we can work fast when the

w(,,.d‘
thiny o
Jour
" Ma,

heay, 8 ligh

Vajy atap &xcellent safoguard, also, against
the :Il:iz?lg;}:ts' those Liourly « tempoge?s of
k_p the iy, \f Clristians would only
Riigi; Pea?,b]e at their hand, that they
Mleryy), ¢ 4 passage now and then, in the
froy, in :. 1abour, " how their souls might
e rin p;-m““l knowledge! The deeper
il be m: these healing wwaters, the kesner

Srelish, A lady, who had long
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loved and studied the Bible, used often to
come back to her table once nore, when
about to lay her head on her pillow, thas
she mizht read still anotier precious pus-
saga before she went to sleep.  “ How
sweet are thy words unto my taste! yen,
sweefer than honey to my mouth.”— Pres-
byterian.

BE DECIDED.

Two gay and careless young men were
walking together one Sabbath evening, and
passiug a church they thonglt they would
goin. On entering they found it so mueh
crowded they were compelled to xtand by
the door.  The preacher took for his text,
“Mine iniquities have gone over my head
as a heavy Lurden; ther are in0 heavy for
me”  Oneof the young men was struck
to the beart, and felt Linself 1o be a vide
stuner in the sight of a holy God, aud he
resolved by the help of God he would seek
the salvation of his soul. His companion
observed that he was serious, and deter-

| mined to dissipate bis impressious; so, on
i leaving the church, Le spoke in a careless,

indifferent manner, and ridiculed his seri-
ousness. The young man paused; this
was the time to make a decision which to
choose — heaven or hell, life or death.
Turuing to the tempter, he said, * We
must now understand onr positin in ro-
gurd to each other. 1 feel myself to be a
great sinner and I am resslved w1 try io
ha a Christian, and you must let me alone.”

They parted. One of these youno men
is now a merchant in the West, prosperous
in his worldly affuirs, L.ut an i, and
living without God in the world. The
other, who 8o bravely decidel to seck the
Lord, is now one of the mnost useful minjs.
ters of the gospel. Be decidzd, young mey
and women; when the Spirit ealls, look
those in the face who would ridicule you,
and bravely say, « You must let me alone,
for Twilltry tobe a Christian.”—Americqn

Messenger.
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THE KITES AND THE LITTLE
MESSENGERS.

I was walking over the common on a beau-
fiful summer afternoon. There seemed to be
bundreds and hundreds of little boys and girls
ot play with balls, and shuttle-cocks, driving
hoops, or playing marbles. Some were sailing
their little hoats in the sweet little pond, near
the old, big elm. In one place was a grotp
of boys flying their kites. "With long strings
they let them off, and they hung up high and
far over the waters beyond the great mill-dam,
80 that they looked Iike little birds poised up

in the air, afar off And I noticed every |

minute or two each boy would slip a bit of
paper on the string, some blue, some red, and
some other colours.

. “Boys, what are those little papers you put
on the string?”

“ Messengers, sir.’,

“Messengers! Pray what are Messengers?”

“ Why, sir, we put one on so (slipping on
one), and it begins to whirl (don't you see it
whirl?) and then it goes all the way up to the
kite. We call them messengers.”

“Do they do any good? Well, well, T see
it go up, up; there, now, it's out of sight!”
But what's the use?”

“0, sir,” said a laughing, chubby fellow,
“we love to see them go, and we write mes-
sages on them to our kites, and when they
get there, perhaps they do a leetle good, and
make the kite go up higher.”

* Happy fellow” said I to myself, as I walk-
ed away. “But have 1 not learned a lesson
from these little messengers?”

There is my old motker, a great way off.
Bhe is very old aud loves me much. I have
not written to her often or lately. I will write
to her this evening, and once every week.—
My little messenger will tell her that I think
of her and love her, and perhaps it will lift her
up a little in comfort!

There is my poor lame cousin, not able to

out of her chair, and will never walk again.

will at once send her the new book which I
have been reading, and a hasket of fruit just
given to me. Neither of them cost me any-
thing, but these little messengers will let her
know that I have not forgotten her, and they
may lift up her spirits a little!

There is poor old Katy Hoose living down
in the little room in Smith's alley. She is
above four-score years old, very feeble and
poor; But I do believe she belongs to Christ,
aad in a very short time will be with him, I
have not seen her lately at church. I will take
a little basket of food and go and see her as
goo1 as possible. It may be that my call may
be to her a messenger from the great Master,
that will lift her up in fuith a little.

And there are those missionaries whom I

THE GOOD NEWS,

saw last week, some going east and somé"'z“’
I told them to be of good cournge, and wt
would not forget them. And last night I 8¥
tended the concert of prayer, but did notsee®
to enjoy it! Ah! Isee howitis! 1 mustrS'{
in that money that I promised the Lo -
would coutribute, both for foreign and domes¥
missions. These prayers are like the boyf;
kites—they go up high, but we must 60
messengers after them, we must send our
after them. and they will Lift them wp high®®
and they will come up as memorials bef®
God! They are not lost, though they g2 o
of sight. Ah! how many little messengers ']
could send here and there every day, if ok
had a beart to do it!"—Rev. Dr. T

— e e ®- -

REMARKS ON SERMONS.

Many very good people often do har® by
thoughtlass remarks in going from Chur®™
On one oceasion & gentieman, as he weP
out said, that wes the best sermon ovef
preachetd in that church; a lady remark :
that wes the gem of the season; and 89
Now, o .
minister of some years of ministeriﬂ]'
perience, such remarks are idle as the an :
for he knows they mean little or nothish
But a young minister might be injuré
life, by just such thouglhitless exprﬁsswn
We remember once having heard a yo! 8
friend from the seminary preach. It ¥
bis first sermon.  He preached with SZ:
fluency and vast vociferation, with od
sional snatches of poetry from Pollock ®
Younz. A lady, as we passed outy :Wy
injudiciously saiit to the student, -‘Thi‘o“ 0
a splendid sermon, may God spare b ally
the Church.”  This young brother ac cherr
coneeived he was a very great P oni?
shortened his course of study in the scoﬂw
ary, and to this day he fecls the Sﬂ%a ter]’
quences of that fulsowme and ill-timed God ¥4
Let those who go to the house of mo*
ware of heedless remarks about the S€% sy
If people go away saying, that wa$ :;t ¥
tiful or splendid sermou, it is waN% . [ 4
whatever the sermon might be, 1t fmf' God
them. Rather go from the houg® 0 s i
with prayer that the word preach ' g,io”:(
to yon the power of God unto salva vout?
a savour of life unto life, and not @ 8
death unto death.— Lutheran

like eriticisms were heard.
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SHORT-SIGHTEDNESS OF MAN.

A dew-drop, falling on the ocean wave,
claimed in fear—«1I perish in this grave;”
ut, in a shell received, that drop of dew
. Unto a pearl of marvellous beauty grew;
Ang, happy now, the grace did magnify
ichthrust it forth—as it had feared—to die;
atil again, «I perish quite,” it said,
Orn by rude diver from its ocean bed.
Unbelieving! So it came to gleam,
hief jewel, in a monarch’s diadem.
—T¥ench.

HOME QUESTIONS.

‘,:?lat is thy wealth, reader? Is it money,
anq pees orlands? Hast thou gold, and bills,

;)llds? Dost thou heap up riches in the
hry?r * Or dost thou make the bank thy treas-
W .Surely thou hast heard that riches have
'Orﬁ' and that many who are rich for this
Somg) are poor irdeed for that which is to
theg th Ask, then, of Grod, that he may show
Mke_nches of his grace, and make thee a

Wher of the riches of his glory.

ﬁg%at 18 thy strength? Ifit be that of a
amy, ﬂ;ls frame, a broad chest, and a sinewy
bypy “o° 3gue may chake thee, the fever may
tﬂ!tho €& and consumption may waste thee
. thoy e‘l art weaker than other men. Dost
the ¢ er thiuk of this? Art thou ready for
Beggp 2eS of pain, and the languor of sick-
to o © assured thou wilt have them. Go
Windo OU¢ fOr strength, and to the wise for
thy)) be, and then, as thy day is, thy strength

the , 2% i8 thy choice? Isit the applause of

ﬁ{em‘;id? Pomp? ambition? fame? Why,

gimeﬁ Play-things which are soon broken!
ch

o(l)lg bubbles that soon burst! I it wise
that Wiﬁ% food that will not leep? garments
berg ?0~dn0t Wwear; and possessions which are
%%hin 4y and gone to-morrow? Choose
thon cars better! ° Make a better choice, for
%tllin ardly make a worse. Choose the
mﬁw}lﬁmgo?‘é&é‘mli tgxe Pearl of great price,
) > eternal glory,
tkll’lgs%tf?thy zeal? Isit for trifles, or for
i"ﬂ g%d?a}ue? for thine own weal, or for oth-
k:%\'en? ) I°" time or eternity? for earth or
o Wledge,s thy zeal foolish, or according to
Qu."&an Vh;?e oes it bind thee to the world,
o, W éalmt'romd it? Ts it hot, hasty, and
) » enduriag, and persevering?—
Ster haq® 228l but he was & persecutor.—
figy .‘dﬁ;’e‘ﬂ, but for all thatphe denied his
oy be Zealzealpus in love; be zealous in
& p,omot‘f‘m 1o good works; and be zeal-
K g the kingdom of the Redeem-

Who

, e thy gt
Nvang go Y friends?  Are they rich,
devoteq to thee? Have they indulg-

£

£

1%

ed in large professions, and made large pro
ises? Still Phave a care! Habt tho Pa—'%
them in trouble? Hast thou sought favour o
them in the day of calamity? “Confidence in
an unfaithful man in time of trouble is like &
broken tooth, and a foot out of jeint.” [Prov.
xxv. 19]. Choose for thine earthly friends
lovers of peace, and remember there is a hea~
venly Friend ¢that sticketh closer than a
brocher.”

‘What is thy heritage? Is it an estate?—
The cast-off property of those who have gone
before thee? A mere life-interest, that may
be bat for an hour? O there arebetter things
than these! Give up the chaff for good grain;
thy husks for the fatted calf; thy passing
shadow for a permanent reality. Look higher
than earth, and trust in thy Redeemer, so shalt
thou have a heritage of peace and joy, andbe
an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven.— Evan-
gelist. .

HOW MEN DIE.

Some men diein ignorance, unconcerned,
and seemingly without fear for the future.
Others are sullen and silent, as if determin-
ed to brave it out at all hazards. Others
are so wearied out by long illness and con-
tinued pain, that they are eager for the
change, yet give no evidence of being in a
fit state to appear before God. Others
| abound in professions of hope and cofidence,
yet leave hinpartial observers at a loss to
conceive what basis there can be for
such assurance. Others, again, give their
friends every reason to think that they are
real children of God, and make the dread
passage with little or no sensible comfort
—in not a few cases, under a dark and
heavy cloud.

The majority of consistent Christians
have their last end as it is described by the
Psalmist in a single word; it is “peace.”
A few of them, Lowever, taste heaven this
side of the cold Jordan, and their rapture
is a thing to be witnessed in order to be
understood

There is a very simple rule for the diree-
tion of any one who feels concerned a-
bout the manner in which he is to meet
the last enemy. This is to live habitually
in communion with God through Jesus
Christ. Such a life cannot end miscrably.
Death must be to it only the crowning seal
of its steadfast course, the finishing toweh
of its pure blessedness.— Christian Intell
gencer.
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BY THE REV. W. B. CLARK, QUEBEC.

Matthew 1. 18-25,

When we last heard of the blessed virgin,
she was just taking leave of Zacharias and
Klizabeth, under whose hospitable roof she
had sojourned for about three months, and
was setting out upon her return to her own
residence at Nazareth. We have no infor-
mation regarding her spiritual exercises
about this time; but we Lave every reason
w believe that her faith in the justice, and
gooduess, and mercy of God, was unwaver-
ing; and that, whatever might be the trials
to which she was exposed, the peace of
God, which passeth all understanding, kept
her heart and mind.

It is probable that the delicacy of feel-
ing, the virgin modesty, of Mary, prevented
Ler from opening her mind to any one at
Nazareth. Indeed, the narrative of Matthew
Jeads us to believe that her condition had
become apparent to her friends, before she
revealed it.  Doubtless Mary, in justice to
herself, and with a view to instruct her
friends in regard to the great salvation,
which God was preparing fer bis people,
eambruced this opportunity of stating to
them all the circumstances of ber case. Tt
is probable that some of them were incred-
ulous. So long, however, as a bope re-
mained of the honour of the family teing
unsullied, we may well believe that the
whole matter was kept private. But it was
r:eedful that Joseph should be made aware
of what Lad occurred.

We may well conceive the tumult of
anotions which would be excited in his
righieous soul, It was hard to helieve one
guilty of so great a crinie, whom he so
ardently loved, ard so Lighly esteemed;
but yet the account which she guve was so
extraordinary and unlikely, thiat he could
not help giving way to his suspicions, and
believing that it was a story ingeniously
contrived to save her reputation, and im-
poxe upen hinwself.  Being a just man, he
oould not think to take one to his Losom
wham he believad to be polluted: and at

the :un'e time, amiable, aud gentle, wnd
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kind as he was, he did not #ish to expoe®
her, and atill less subject her to the rigou?
of the law, which would have condemno®
ber to be stoned to death. In these ¢
cumstances, it occurred to him that hi¢
most judicious course would be to give bef
privately a bill of divoree, without specify”
ing the reason, which, according to Jews
law, a husband had it in his power to do-
No doubt all this was a severe trial 19
Mary, but we may well believe that she w#8
still, and knew that the Lord was God, an¢
that he would bring forth her righteousné‘ﬁ’
as the light, and ber judgment as the noo?™
day. God does not promise to keep bi¥
people from trouble, but Le does prom .
to support them nnder it. He does 10
prevent them from becoming objects O
suspicion, or their good name from beind
assailed by the strife of tongues. This 18 #
species of dizeipline to which they are oftet
subjected.  But if we are carcful to keoP
our consciences void of offence towards GO’
he will be caveful to keep our chara¢
from ultimate ruin. ‘
We bave cause of thankfulness now, th
Joseph did not at once receive the statcl}‘“’n'
of Mary; for, from the caution and dellb"_ra
ation which he manifested, we may h*’;“
thorough confidence in the aceurucy Of t'ed‘
conclusion at which he ultimately arn¥t
Happily, be was uot left to his owB
sources in investigating this matter; .y
whilst he was meditating on these thiBS4
the angel of the Lord appeared to him ,
is somewhat remarkable that this “"ger
who was probably Gabriel, did not ap
to him in open vision, as he had doue
Zacharias and Mary; but it is useless 1
enquire into the reasom, and bettel’o it
simply to say, “Even so, Futher, for 8 e
seemed good 1n thy sight” We ma}; of -
quite sure, however, that the dream W”u a8
such a nature, that no doubt could 7! e
on his mind that an express from hed 1o
had, in this way, been seut to h‘m'| i
this way God’s’ will was often com™ "oy
cated to the ancient prophets. el
find God saying to A:von and Mir the
“If there be a prophet among yo'ir 7. 8
Lord will make myself known to h"f’ l,,;"
vision, and will speak unto him in ltz‘me"
Numbers xii. 6. But in ancient dol‘o‘
divine eommunicatious wers thus '“aw th*
only to prophets, but «;ccusiuua”)" {in®
peopie of Gud in geucad, wnd oved &

{ors
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o .
m‘hﬂguished heathens. The cases of
wil b, and Pharaoh, and Nebuchadnezxar
readily suggest themselves. Experl-
ho | @aches us that, on ordinary occasions,
‘hizﬁlﬁdence is to be reposed in dreums,
bp 5 2O the imaginings of the soul shut
Win d?, te prison of the body, when the
tope ;‘: of the senses are clos_ed, .by which
can receive communications from
toe. Material world ; but then, it is fully alive
perﬁ‘Pressions from the spiritual world, and
P8 can communicate with it all the
'.ena: {)m_mediqtely, from the distractions of
the ., g withdrawn; and rash would be
top, 20 who would say, that spiritual
?Pmcations may not sometimes‘ be
he"l dreams, eveu at the present time.
of . gel addresses Joseph, as the son
huma"ld: as if Le would remind him, that
Wep, > though Lis present circumstances
Pro ilef was a descendant of the royal
o Jug, aud probubly the representative
Mepare }§ royal fumily, that he might thus
O his 0 for the surprising intelligence
Bil,]e rfﬁltﬂlon to the Messiah, who, asevery
bavi d'e“ er knew, was to be deseended of
. e then tells him to have no
Lout taking, to his house and to
Mary 1iis espoused wife; for that
€ing what he suspected her, she
Eve'oﬁfd("f the purest of the daugliters of
thy ‘:3 such heel\'el}’s Lighest favourite;
pre ¢ nfant, with whom she. was
Yoy, )gnant, had been created in her
oly Gy ‘the miraculous agency of the
Uyg she °§t- He farther informed him,
“"r_“cted }‘“Ould give birth to a son, and in-
}:;., g <ol e cbild Jess, that b,
Dtiy ¢ aviour,—a name de-
:]." el . he I chaructgr, “For,” suid the
U, shall save Lis people trom their
‘al"aﬁ% Us early, the true nature of the
Mple‘ w)"lnch Jesus accompliskes for his
Ugt ouly ag clear]y indicated,—a salvation,
r"()m Y from 4 e conseque i
tol sy itsclf 'onscqumces of sin, but
Wt Punig deliverauce nct only
linm' o, iy, ’:t‘b':len', b{xt- from ;he 0\\'01{"
Lot " words, the salvailon o
'!otw"l their sips, but from their
h“%:n A ':“' cause of Lbaul';_fulnés for
‘dleuE%n Ploe\ﬁt:j of t}xe sz}lvatlou, . whicli
By of roq ided for sinners, in the
. our, e‘:Phi)n. through a crucified
g Mple provision has been
Pm‘ﬁcauoxl{ly' for our pardon, but for qur
C v Bt only for our acquittal
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through the righteousness of Christ im-
puted to us, but our progressive holiness
through the sanctification of the Spirit; &
holiness begun, often advanced very far on
earth, and perfected in heaven. Brethren,
let me ask, have you been made partakers
of this holiness? bave you been delivered
from the dominion of sin, and are you seek-
il;g entire emaucipation from the remaius
of its influence? Have your eyes been en-
lightened by the Holy Spirit given unto
you, so that yov can realize eternity in all
its unutterable importance, and spiritual
things, in all their incalculable value?  Are
you seeking to be conformed to the image
of God, and crucitied to a present world ?
1f so, huppy are ye, for ye are Christ's, aud
none shall be able to pluck you out of his
hands? But if ye are not thus holy, if
ye are not thus enlightened, and endeavor-
ing to glorify our heavenly Father, by
bringing forth much fruit, O do not deluds
yourselves with a name to live, whilst ye
are dead; do not delude yourselves with
the idea, that beeause Christ has died, ye
must necessarily live.  Remember that ﬁe
came to save his people not in their sins,
but from their sins; and that so long as
ve live in sin, this is a plain proof that ys
are not in Christ, and can have no part in
the great salvaiion.

The evangelist goes on toinform us, that
all these mighty events were broughit wbous
by the Lord, in order that the prophbecy
delivered by Isainh, speaking under the in-
fluenee of the Spirit of God, more than
700 years before, might be fulrilled. Be-
hold w virgin shall conceive, and shall bring
forth a son. and they shall call bis name
Tmmanuel,” which heing interpreted, is,
God with us, It is admitted that there ig
considerable difficulty in perceiving how
this prophecy conld apply originally to the
Messinh.  Ishall endeavour, in bunble do-
pendence on God’s lielp, to clear this nat-
ter up, and show you that it applies to the
Mestdah, and to noie clse.

When Ahaz, king of Judah, was appre-
hensive of uiter destruction from the con-
federated forces of Syria and Israel, under
Rezin and Pekab; when he was appreliends .
ing nothing but the subjugation of Judah,
and the extinction of the royal family of
David, Isaiuh was seni to assure him thas
the atiempt of his enemies would be un-
swccesaful, Witk a view Lo convince Lim
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of this, Isaiah was authorized te invite him
to ask for any sign either in earth or in
heaven. Apnd when Ahaz declined, in
affected humility, to ask a sign, Isaiah said,
“The Lord himself shall give you a sign;
Behold, 2 virgin shall conceive, and bear a
son, and shall call his name Immanual.”—
But how, it may be asked, could the
miraculous birth of the Messiah be a sign
to Ahaz, when it was not to happen till
more than 700 vears afterwards. I answer,
it was a sion and assurance in this way,—
that till such a time as a virgin conceived
and bore a son,—the virgin who was to
bear the well known seed of the woman,
that was to bruise the serpent’s head, till
this was the casze, David’s house counld
never be extincuished.  As much as to
say, ¢ Away with those unbelieving fears—
the first promise of God 1o our fallen race
was, that a virein's seed should effect the
spiritual deliverance of the human race:
that seed, it was afterwards said, would
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that in this child, the divine nature WQ“,I,J
be united to the human. This child ¥
again mentioned Chap viii. 8. “ And he,.

i.e. the king of Assyria, *shall ps®
through Judah; he shall overflow and 1
over; he shall reach even to the neck; 3%

the stretching out of his wings shall ﬁ'l,],
the breadth of thy land, O tmmanuel’

Here the land of Judah is represent’ed "
I Tmmannel’s land: from which it is le

“enough that the child, who was to be

cof the viregin, was to be, in some 8€ t
1 Lord of the country. But this could ”Or
{apply to any child born at that time; fo
| Hezakiah was Ahaz's successor, and 1}9 ot
fa young boy at the period in questior 5
" But there is a flood of light threwn UP‘;O
' this passage by Isaiah ix. 6, where t/
"same wonderful child is still spoken O% i
“There it is said, “ For unto us a chi d i
! born, unto us a son is given, and the gO"a"} .
"ment shall be upon his shoulder; and o
I'name shall be called Wonderful, Cou™

arise in the house of David, therefore, till  lor, The mighty God, The ever]ﬂst’in_
that virgin's seed shall come, the Royal: Father, The Prince of peace; of the
family of David can never be extinguished. | erease of his government and peacé, the"”

Another interpretation Lias been put on
this passage by many Christian expositors.
It has been alleged that this prophecy, like
many others, has a double meaning; the
first veferring to a child, whom a young
woman, then a virgin, should bear; that
this chili should eat butter and honey, in
token of the prosperity of the country,
when he shor' { be old enough to distin-
guish betv «n good and evil; for before
that period the two kings whom he dread-

ed, should DLe destroved.  The lirth of

this child was to be a sien to Ahaz, and
it is alleged that this child was to be a type
of the Me .izh. 1 exn see neither menn-

ing nor consi-teney in this interpretation, !

How could it be a sign to Ahaz, that a
young women then a virein should bear a
child, and that before that child should be
able to di-tinguixh between right and
wrong, the land should Lo rid of its
enemies, There was nothing remarkalle
in 2 voung women beariny a son, and
therefore, t1:is coull be no sigu to any man;
and cons-quentlv wirheut removing the
suppesed difficuliy, this creates an insuper-
able one.

But the child of whom the prophet
#peaks, was to he called Immanuel, ie,

God with us, iudicatmg pluinly enough

' plains the propriety of this child

'shall be no end,” &e. This pnsﬂﬂggeiug

I called Immannel, and affords us a tolerabl‘;
aceurate idea of the nature and extent

| his government, and shows the utter
-surdity of applying the prophecy 1t o
!'sense, to any, but one possessed O ru]
| authority, but we have shown that it co

' not apply fo Ahaz's son, therefore, b
tapply to Christ, the son of David, th]st 1
% to sit upon his throne for ever. !

| have no doubt that the 14th verse rerO‘
i exclasively to the Messiah, it Seemsfg 0
| bable that the 15 and 16th verses ¢ o
i Shearjashub, Isaiah’s son, Wh.Orn
commanded him to take with him. o B
must have had some object in vie &iﬂ’
commanding Isaiah to take this boy P
him; but if these verses do not T€
him, we can see no object in his })emg
manded to take this boy with him. reg‘"d'
Isaiah had delivered his prophecy ™2y
ing the Messiah, we may S“PP%‘;&"
pointing to his son and saying Kep d
and honey shall this boy eat, in win e
the peace and plenty that shall behe
Jand_ till he shall know to refuse b

and choose the good; for before ‘li:”,(’,
shall know to refuse the evil and ¢ g
good, the land that thou abhorres®
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P thow us a sucle descondant of
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Y forsaken of both her kings.” The best
“P'anation of this passage that I have

%0 in any English , is gl
y Enghsh commentary, 1s given
!,’YB‘RP Adam Clarke, in these words,—

Whi bow could that be a sign to Ahaz,
ch was to take place so maby hundreds
in T8 afterwards? I answer, the mean-
Regz'()f the prophet is plain: Not only
M and Pekah should be unsuccessful

:‘?St Jerusalem af that time, which was

ho act] but Jerusalem, Judea, and the
ho:l:‘?d)f David should be both preserved,
1th,

standing their depressed state, and
€ muls: 2 . ] . .
tin, ultitude of their adversaries, till the
b ¢ should come, when a virory should
cora son.” This i8 a most remarkable
v:ms@nce—the house of David could
bearr fail, till a virgin should conceive and
Qed't? fon—nor did it; but when that in-
% 1le and miraculous fact did take place,
ug Madom and house of David became
tiog & This is an irrefragable confuta-
ing; every argument a Jew can oiler in
of cﬁa?"!l of his opposition to the gospel
"t Kither the prophecy in Lsaiah
hoy een fulfilled, or th: kinglom and
ingq OF David are yet standing.  But the
lndg oM of David, we know, is destroved
b the wan, Jew, or Geniile,
aviq
on the fac of the carth? The pro-
i Conld net fail, the kingrJom et house
gV Lave failel; the vir_iu, therefore,
fp 2V brought forth her s and thids
ens, the Chriv,  Phic Moses,
the 'O:t"d Matthew concur n: ond facts,
wl)o]e, }g"‘?qlumcul, liive contivmed the
d&bce of (‘t}ll‘)'ld the wisdom and Provi-
Tl
. Whe :
" 1 Jﬂ&%ph awoke 19 consriousness,
dig c;um““ were all reoved, aud in obe-
. t N T A S
h‘}h yf)”t 1e divige njute ien conveyed to
‘lfe. ;le anzel, he ook wito him his
"‘-‘Ver : Probajle i bt hoe rctuples had
Lemamniedtsl ) any oue, and
) 9:':0“-" of Mar\'s unfaitbfulness had
&r:[& “‘:‘yi;'?lic"e"l be:ivmnl the family
bus Gof pot . .
b ma"")ed vl bot vnly put honour on
P ™ of A e Ale, in causing Jesus to be
'Q:‘e!erved fmpouaed virgin, but effectually
P U ¥ the o the withering blight of
h"lded for “IPOUGSS character of the virgin,
T, aﬂ‘ect’wr 3 suitable protector, and a
A e § \'io:?m-“e’ and judicious guardian
. ri 18 inf’ .
estioy h::ahls infancy and youth.
been raised, and very

P
neve,“s)“
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keenly agitated in the church, 48 to whethe#
Mary had afterwards a family to Josephs
The Romanists it general cottend very
earnestly for the perpetual virginity of
Mary. This, however, is a purely Popish
figment, not only without authority in
Scripture, but in direct opposition to it
Let any plain, sensible man read the 25th
verse of this chapter, and the conclusion
which he will draw from it is, that after
the birth of the Lord Jesus, the virgin’s
first-born son, Joseph lived with her as his
wife. This view Is confinned by Matthew
xiil. 55, 36, where it is said, - Is not this
the carpenter’s sen? Is not his mother
called Mary ? And his brethren, James and
Joses, and Simon and Julw? And his
sisters, are they not all with us? It is
diflicult to conceive words pluduer or mora

! precise than these, and what man who had

not a purpose to serve, would put any other
meaning upon them, than that Jesus had
four brothers and several sisters. It is
strange indeed, and an awful illustration of
the effect of eurly prejudice transmitted
from generation to generation, that many
Protestant commentators seem to favour
the idea of the perpetual virginity of Mary,
It is, however, a dangerous and anti-serip-
tural doctrine, and swells of tie wine of
Babylon.  Jesus put himself into the very
condition of & man, and as such it was de-
sirable that he should feel all that man is
capable of fecling,—that he should experi-

renve not only the emotions of filial atfection,
i but also the feclings of fraternat love.  And

had he not known the latter, it seerns that
his experience as a man would have been
imperfect.

The doctrine regarding the perpetual
virginity of Mary, seems to take its rise
from the same source as that regarding her
immaculate conception, that is, from a de-
sire to iguore her pure humanity, and ele-
vate her to the rank of a goddess. 1t ie
perfectly consistent, in those who entertain
such ideas, to speak of her as the bride of
God, and the queen of heaven; but any
thing countenancing, even in the remotest
way, such gross, materialistie, blasphemous
views, ouglit to be shunned and feared by
every Bible Christian. See Luke xi. 27, 28;
Luke viii. 21.-

With regard to the doctrine of the it-
maculate conception, or that which teaches
that Mary was conceived without the taint
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of original sin, T am not aware of the pas-
#age of Seripture on which it is founded,
1t is not in the Bible, and I am not aware
of any passage which gives the slightest
evuntenance to it, Melchior Canus, a cele-
brated Roman Catholie divine, who holds
that this doctrine is piously and probably
maintained and defended in the church,
honestly adirits, that itis nowhere delivered
in the Seriptures, according to their proper
sense, that the blassed virgin was free from
original sin.  “ Nor can it be said” (we
quote his own words), “that in the time of
the Apostles this doctrine was received in
the church; for it is manifest that the
ancient wnters did not obtain it from their
ancestors; nay, all the saints who have
made mentiort of it, assert with ona vaice,
that the blessed virgin was conceived in
ariginal sin.”  If, tlren, this dogma is not
to be found in Scripture, if the contrary
opinion was held by all the ancient fathers,
and if it was never received as an article of
faith, even in the popish church, till little
more than seven years ago, we may be
assured that it is of man, not of God; a
recent addition to the system of falsehood
and delusion which has so long imposed
upon the minds of men, and di<honoured
the pure and spiiritual religion of Jesus.
Brethren, let us be thankful that we have
free access to the Word of God, and that
we have been taught to test every doctrine
by that infallible standard. To the law and
to the testimony, if any speak not accord-
jng to them, it is because there is no lioht
in them. Every thing that is needful for
salvation, and safe to be believed, is clearly
revealed in the Ward of God; and all veli-
givus opinions which are not contained
therein, aye to be rejected as false and dan-
gorous; as dishonouring to God, and inju-
rious to thesouls of men. Let us be jealous
of the honour and sufficiency of God's
word, let us appreciate and search it more
fully than we have ever done, so shall it
prove a light to our fret and a lnmp to our
th, a sure guide through life, onr comfort

in sfiliction, and support in the prospect of
death, '

The slanderer harms three persons at once;
bim of whom he says the ill, him to whom he
ays it, aud specially himself in saying ie—
Hani
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LENDING.

BY LYNDE PALMER.

Mr. Crampton sat in gawn and s]ipPe‘:"
ensconced in a great padded chair, whee
comfortably in frant of the glowing 2 3
Nor did it at all detract from his satisfact ;
that, when now and then he pause
reading the evening paper, he hen]‘d ,
winter wind blowing flerce revels withe
and the stinging sleet driving against
double windows muffled in the heavy ©
tains. *
" «It's a teyrible night,” he at Jast rem? 1
ed to his wife, as he folded the paper a‘,.
teane] buck in the chair, may God B
merey on the poor;” after which benev® o
ejaculation he felt as benignant and Wﬂoad
hearted as if he had just distributed 8 o
of coals among shivering paupers, or 0% Gy
ed a barrel of flour to some starving fam
door. .

Mr. Crampton .was a member in g:ch,
standing in a famous Laodicean ¢ uich
and he had a habit of family prayers, ¥, 4
was not omited upon this evening: o
as the tempest continued to increa*‘e;
agin remembered, with quite 3 glo nd
feeling, the condition of ‘the pool b
prayed with much ferveney that they mwo.
be preserved through thisinclement <4

He had risen from his knees 5 and
himself agzin in the very easy cha'™r
was talking comfortably with his wife ® had
his golden prospeots for the futuré yiolde
the door bell gave a little shivering °y qpr -

“A boy wishes to ses you, S

]

nounced the servant. o 8
Mr, Crampton rose fretfully, Hhis
noying! What can abay want att

hour?” Jo¥

As he appeared in the hall, 8 sha
thefuarther end seerned ta become 80!
and a slight figure, drenched Wit
storm, advanced, bowing,

“Ah, Jack, it's you, is
Crampton, with a frown.
the matter now? I suppose ,VQ“; on
hag broken his leg. and all the chil
dawn with the scarlet fever?”

# Please, sir,” said the boy, with 29 o
“you forgot father has gone to b ,ir.’,;
But little Susan is very sick ind oaldh
We are afraid shell die.  Mother ™0 i
Iet me beg for anything if she kR®" ™

L s,idh:{,’,'
«Well, ‘;’;bo"
o
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THE GOOD

¥ ran away heeause the the fire had all
8one out, and—"

“There, that will do,” said Mr. Crampton,
Rernly,  «1 don't believe a word of it—
bev‘_" 8¢en you with very bad boys, and I

lieve you're a listle vagrant, and want the

Otey vourself, Can you look mae in the

¢ and tell me it is all true?”

N indignant crimson stained the bay’s

checks as he Jifted his heavy eyes.

sir, I can. but,” he added lower,” 1

‘t {?ke to look in your face.”

ut lat!" cried Mr. Crampton, angrily;
the boy moved slowly to the door.

u T Crampton called ‘after him a little
e"‘S‘I,Y- “ Here, take this. It shall never

N " that T sent the poor empty away,”

e dropped sixpence into the little

palm, that made an involuntary

.i'e'On to throw it hack and then convul-
oY clasped it again.

t’“"her] e}!,”‘ said Mrs. Crampton, as he re-
wqy - didyou give the ehild anything

" Yes,” said he, shortly, sinking back

“ 13 chaip,

ht]I am glad you did,” sald his wife,
Ee Yo «Tt is ablessed thing to give, and
giveth to the poor, leudeth to the

thin

“ es

d op’
«

fr()Zen

rd »

)
Th .
ly yr 88y chair suddenly hecame strange-

anﬂ-‘:lgzgmfbrtahle, and a painful crimson
He w M. Crampton’s plethoric check,
Whey, a g bu.sine&s man, and sometimes
w“.h painful effort he had united his

thiy . Uings at some benevolent appeal,
eonneet'."‘:’ verse had occurred to him in
tha 00 With a vague consoling idea
Portio: Was taking stock in some desirable
%“tigu‘o the golden street, in convenient
the 'O".Y to the tree oflife.  But to-night
Tathe Ught amote him that he had male
Just posa- Small investment, and wasn't it
Tesont S]U“ tll_at the great Master might
¥ a niggard(y loan? He thought

I(’h“ Staples, his honest, faithful

uy Poss; € went to the wars. Wasn't it
Nffop 1€ that his family were really
S“iredg And oughtn’t Lhe ta have in-
Bhing T 8ent :: sqryant with some nour-
he w0“13° »und a basket of coals, which
tay 1 eVer have missed? In vain did
be ('ifn-‘lelf that it was too bad for a
“uhlrd day “urbed s0 late at night after
Ms,y o of toil, and besides, hadn't lie
el Y iven » dollar to the Bible
0 spite of all his efforts another

1 m’h‘i 4
3 r
J ', t] |

&
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verse kept rinzing unplessantly in his eara
~— Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the
least of these, ye did it not to me.”

The next morning, as Mr. Crampton sat
in his counting-room, busily engoged with
a column of flaures, a little morsel of fross
and rags stood before him.

““Here's your sixpence, sir, we did not
use it,”

“Here—stop, hoy ! what do you mean §*
stammered Mr. Crampton.  “ How's your
sister "

“MNead,” pasped the boy, rushing from
the door, and Mr. Crampton, dropping his
head on his hand, thought of an account he
had with the Lord, very different from
what he intended it <hauld be.

Blind, cold, selfish Laodiceans, who shal}
anoint your eyes with eye-salve that ye may
see! For alittle time to us i3 granied a
glorious privilega, and we know it not.—
The angels and redeemed saints can no
loncer sutfor nor make sacrifices to prova

. their boundless love: Lut to us is the boon

still given, and it is enough to glorify the
saddest life. Let us try to reaiize it while
there is yet time. How strange! how won-
derful!  We—mere motes in the sunlight
of God’s presence—so poor, so weitk, sq
infinitely infarior, may yet have the glorions
honour, the exquisite joy of lending to the.
Lord— Congregationalist.

-y

God’s Word to Young Women.

Holy, consistent young women are among
the greatest ornaments of our rare, and the
greatest blessings to socivty. Their influence
is great, and when rightly used, proves of
imm-nse importance. It ix no wonder, then,
if we are anxious to sce them converted to
God, walking with God, and adorning the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  To young
women we think the language used in the
Psalm may be applied :—« Hearken, O daugh-
ter, and consiler, and incline thine ear; forget
also thine own people, anl tiy futhers house ; sa
shall the king greatly desire thy beauty ; for he
ts thy Lord, and worship thou him.” Ps. xlv,
10, 11. Mark—

Tre Exuortation. A father calls for
attention, for the attention of his child. He
laves that child; he sceks its welfare; ha
has something of importance to say unto it,
He calls not only for attention, but for con-
sideration — ¢ Hearken and consider” Wha
speaks? ¢ God, as a Futher ;" as a’father fall
of pity, full of love, and deeply concerned
for your everlasting welfare, What does hg

call you? “Daughter,” Intimating endeat
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* thent and tender sympathy. To Whom does
" he call attention?- « To the King;" that is,
Jesus, his beloved and only-begotten Son:
whom to know is everlasting life; whom to
ove is trite happiness; to be united to whom
is the highest honour. Why doct he speak ?
Because he secks your happiness, and desires |
your everlasting welfare. Consider then, ¢

the conscequence of attending to his word— 1
you are made for ever; the result of refusing !
%o listen to him—you cannot escape the due !

desert of your xins.  “Incline thine car;” pay !
close attontion: listen, until your heart is-
won. ¢ Forzet” all old conncctions; forsake |
your former pursuits:; resign your carnal
pleasures; give up vour old follies, and give i
Jesus all your heart! !
Tue AsstraNck AND Direcrion. ¢ So sholl “
the king greatly desire thy beawty.” This will
make thee beauntiful in his eye, and draw out
his love to thee. He says, “Tlove them that |
love me, and they that seck me carly shall |
find me.” He will accept thee at Lis throne, |
{isten to thy requests, betroth thee for his ;|
own, unite thee to his person; and confer all
he bas upon thee, @ He will ereatly desire thy |
beauty.” Nothing will satixfy him but the |
possession of theey the closest union to thee; |
and thou wilt fird his love to be strong as
death. “ He i thy Lord)” intended to be thy .
husband, by the atrangements of the Father; !
and as thy husband he will support thee, rule
thee, love thee, bless thee, and make thee !
Xruly happy. « Worship thouhim.” I'reat him
with the deepest reverence ; cheerfully do his ¢
leasure ; in all things serve himg and honour
his name.  Reverence his person, word, and
will.  Adore hix divinity, and glovious per-
fections. 1n this way yvou will become happy,
wealthy, holy, safe; and ultimatcly glorious.
God speal:s on behilf of his Son. He speaks
to win our hearts, cngage our affections, and
bring us into hix family. God speaks loving'y
to you. He sces you connected, mixed up
with, and at homne inthe world ; and he says,
“Come out {rom among them, and be yo
scparate, siaith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and T will veceive you, and
will be a father unto youyand ye shall be my
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Al-
mighty.” Lisien, then, to kis words. This is
the least youcando. 1f you have any respect
for his authority, if you have any regard for
your own welfare, Iisten to what our heavenly
Father says; not only listen, but carry out
his exhortation ; and in so doing you are
made for cever, belivvey and engage the heart
of Jesus ; obiey, and honour the commands of
Jesus ; keep your eye on the King, and honour -
him in all things, always, and everywhere. |
Bo will he greatly desire thy beauty, and will |
commend thee before his Father and the !
. holy angels. Yca, he will say to thee, as to
. his gaurch of old, “ Thou art all fair, my love ;
there is no spot in thee !” l

i

THE GOOD NEWS

THE PRAYER AND THE s

——

BY A FEMALE SERVANT.

Do 1 mean the prayers I offer?—do I feel L
words I say, oo}

When before our Heavenly Father I B8
down from day to day,=— . ind

When at morning and at cvoening I inC

to seek His face, o

And my voice goes up in pleading 10
glorious Throne of Grace?

I tell Him of my wants—my needs; be
when I turn away, st
Do I think of what I asked for? Do I ¥
as well as pray ? g
Do 1 strive against temptation? Do I
like Christ to live? eelf
Do I usc aright the blessings that 8o fr
He doth give? o
My prayers are with much speakiﬂg’y
when I leave the spot,
ow guickly are its memories fle
these prayers forgot !
if the thought that gave them
lightly treasured bey
How can I think God’s mercy wi
them for me?

H d—how 500

o, pirth w

11 reme®

11 ThO®
Yet one petition farther; Lord! Wilt T

not deign to hear? h
0, let Thy Spirit breathe anew throu
my daily prayer. T3
Then help me, as I pray, to live, kept by o
grace Divine— . k8
And the glory of the prayer and llfclabk
O Lord! be Thine.

December, 1861,

—————— @ * -

JESUS PLEADS.

e

BY THE REY. J. R. MACDUFF.

Jesus pleads!
“waits to be gracious.” " He isat onceba
on the mountain, and Joshua on the yi"‘
plain—tighting with us in the ons; P ﬂﬂof:
Jur us in the other. No Aarons 0 i

4
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Stiil the Great Intersy et
g

needed to sustain His sinking St""'.’the: ”I,
it is His sublime prerogative nei™ afe

“faint nor grow weary !? There 18
occupation for faith than to spvld ‘(‘)l:ldﬂ::
to the throne and behold that ™ 4d
Pleader, receiving at one momed "cﬂﬁov
every moment, the countless supP ;cﬂ
and praycers which are coming up ¢
from every corner of His Chureh. s ;p""’
The Sinner just awoke from hi vic“‘?
slumber and in the agonies of Cons,ved’.
exclaiming ¢ What must I do to berom %
The Procrastinator sending UP e;g;:"f
brink of despair the cry ofimportlln:i’ : ’|
The Backslider wailing forth
lamentation over guilty departure®” *‘?'
ingratitude, and injured love. .
The Sick man feebly groaning
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:‘%&;ﬁnes of suffering, his petition for
'o'{'!le Dying, on the brink of eternity, in- |
g the presence and support of the alone |
Which can be of any avail to them.
¢ Bereaved, in the fresh gush of their
“tl(;w' calling upon Him who is the healer |
© broken-hearted. i
'ighut all heard! Every tear marked—every
A, SC8istered—cevery suppliant succoured.
s%@ may come threatening nothing but
e vmﬁturo; but that pleading VYoice on the
cap MY Hill is «greater far than all that
fn ¢ ¢ against us!”  He pleads for His elect
Plean Y Phasc of their spiritual history : He
eaq. 10T their inbringing into His fold—He
Pl 8 for their perseverance in grace-—He
Bce 8 f:Or their deliverance at once from the
M Ations and the power of Satan—He
fng ws for their growing sanctification ;—
His cn the battle of life is over, He uplifts

g]omiaSt Dbleading voice for their complete
Cation, The intercession of Jesus is

Pﬂr 8olden key which unlocks the gates of
iy '8¢ to the departing soul. At a saint's
With Moments we are too often occupied |
Reapen;. ¢ lower earthly scene to think of the |
logg J: The tears of surrounding relatives
W) ich 00 often the more glorious revelations
'til]ne f"““} discloses. But in the mufiled
};hg s:lg()tl }h:{.t death~chamber, when cach
38 11s breath as the King of Terrors
tlheme:hlé)’rjf_wc could listen to it, we should
m:ﬁ u‘;terilhrmi-{c. \vgo l]ms power \\‘llth G(;[][ »
: Ing His final prayer, and on the
:Pg ;ng Wings of ministc‘:'ing angels receiv-
Fathe ans“'”}' while He is yet speakinge
h“'!t gi:' I will that they also, whom thou
thiy ma‘;’l‘:}o,ll;c withl me where I am, that
eag... , chold my glory 1
K’Tev:g?'! ¢xnlt more and more in this all-
L'he e:-ng Advocate, Sce that ye approach :
T"{ningt;ef‘*fvitt with no other trust but in His
hhere Wag“;k and meritorious righteousness,
'“lna rac ,)“t One.solitary man of the whole
Jt?}: pe‘miktzvlm’ of old, in the Jewish temple,
£, OF lﬂd to speak face to face with
tay, nivl‘m‘c is b‘ut ok solitary Being in .
™ t“&ry C‘(“"C of God who, in the heavenly
}‘&'v spirit{laim ctfectually plead in behalf of !
e e Is-r:}eL “Seeing, then, that we !
ee""t'ns, Z‘;‘Itq}tlllgl; Priest pz;ssed into the
e b, 8 the Son of God, . . . . let us
g:l'ght,slid]y‘ to the throne of g:'uce.” If Jesus
g asking, God delights in Destow-
nd ;el)“t our every want, and diffi-
Ay eclouy i n His band focking
nce, that all which is
'x«h‘;‘vgﬁg wipy 18 will be given, and all that i
'I’here is no 13, 1% equal mercy, be withheld. |
ey, tl‘eamr !mitation set to our requests. |
)‘,‘:’ supm)i' of grace is flung wide open for
Whateor 0t “ Verily, verily, I say unto |

¥ gt

. Le t,
RL" ) &) 1

:;):Ve:: ye shall ask the Father in
Yeage ¢ Will give it you.” Surely we
‘d Ve chOtlder that the great apostle
v ung with sych intense interest :

led on as authentie,

133

to this elevating theme—the Saviour's infera
cession ;—that in his brief, but most compre=
hensive and beautiful creed (Rom. viii, 34),
he should have so exalted, as he does, its

. relative importance, compared with other

cognate truths. ¢ It is Christ that died, yea
rather, that is risen again, who is even at the
right hand of God, who also maketh interces~
sion for us”” Climbing, step by step, in the
upward ascent of Christian faith and hope,
he secms only to “reach the height of his
great argument” when he stands ou “the
mountain of myrrh and the hill of frankincense.”
There, gazing on the face of the great offici-
ating Pricst who fills all heaven with Hig
fragrance, and feeling that against that inter-
cession the gates of hell can never prevaily
he can utter the challenge to devils, and
angels, and men, ¢ Who shall scparate us
from the love of Christ 7"—From Memories of
Bethany.

THE TRACT AND THE HAY-
MAKERS,

The following ancedote of the late Leigh
Richmond, forms an interesting fragment
of the early aunals of tract distribution.—
It oceurs in that admirable, well-written
and instructive book, “The Pastor of
Kilsyth,” lately published, and may be re-
May the Lord give
encouragement to his many tract distribu~
tors, by the pernsal of it.

On one oceasion, as he with the other pas-
senzers in the public conveyance were as-
cending the well-kno » i Monerieft Hill, near
Perth, and having lefithe coach to lighten
the horses and enjov the magnificent pros-

Cpect, he beaan to give a tract to any way-
“farer he might meet.

One of his fellow-
travellers, smiled when he saw one of the
tracts given, treated contemptuously by the
receiver, torn in two, and thrown down on
the roud.

“8x how your tract has been used,”
sald hLe; ¢ there is one, st least, quite
lost.”

“ I am not sure of that,” saill Mr. Rich-
mond, ‘tat any rate the husbandinan sows
not the less that some of the seed may be
trodden down.”

When they turned round at the top of
the hill to take another look at the prospect
before mounting the coach, they saw dis-
inctly the fate of the Little tract. A puff
of wind had carried it over a hedge into a
haytield, where a number of haymakers
were seen seated and listening to the”said
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tract, which oné of their number had found.
He was observed earefully joining together
the two parts which bad been torn asunder,
buf were held together by a Thread/ The
devil had done his work -imperfectly ; for
instead of tearing the tract to tatters, his
agent had left it still available for use, alittle
pains sufficing to make it legible. 'Thus
the poor man who had torn the tract in
two, was the means of its being read by a
whole band of haymakers, instead of by a
single individual.  Thus, no doubt, moral-
ized the excellent Leigh Richmond.

« Tn the morning sow thy seed, and fin
the evening withhold not thy hand; for
thou knowest not whether shall prosper
either this or that, or whether both shall
be alike good”’— Congregationalist.

BIBLICAL NOTES.

Zrcu. iv. 10, «Who hath despised the day of
small things?”

“Tury've ForcortEN THE RoPR."—A tall
chimney had been completed, and the scaffold-
ing was being removed.  One man remained
on the top to superintend the process. A
rope should have bren left for him to descend
by. His wife was at home washing, when ler
little Loy bur<t in with « Mother, mother,
they've forgotten the rope, and lic’s going to
throw himself down! ” She paused—ber lips
moved in the agony of prayer—and she rushed
forth. A crowd were looking up to the poor
man, he wias moving round and round the narrow
curnice, terrificd and bewildered!  He seemed
as if at any moment he might full, or throw
himself downindespair.  His wife from below
cried ont—* Wait a bit, John!” Tbe man
became calin, “Take of thy stocking—unravel
the worsted.”  And he did so. “Now tie the
end to a bit of mortar and lower gently.”
Down came the thread and the bit of mortar,
swinging backwards and forwards. Lower
aad lower it descended, eagerly watched hy
many eyes ; it was now within reach, and was
gently seized by oue of the crowd. They
fustoned some twive to the thread. “Now
puil ap.” The man got hold of the twine.

THE GOOD NEWS.

The rope was now fasteed op. *Puil avsf
again.” He atlength seized the rope and
secure. There were a few moments of' snspen"’
and then, amidst the shouts of the people,
threw himself into the arms of his wife, sobbt
—%Thou'st saved me, Mary.” The wor8
thread was not despised—it drew after it
twine, the rope, the rescue! Ah, my friend
thou tayest be sunk very low down in sin 80
woe, but there is a thread of Divine love; 5
comes from the throne of heaven, and touch
even thee. Seize thut theead. It may bes™
but it is golden. lmprove whuat you hf‘ve:
however little, and more shall be given. 'ﬁ’“
thin thread of love, if you will not neglect i
shall lift even youup to God and glory. “V'"
hath despiced the day of small things ?”
Rev. Newaam Haty LLB.

Psa. xix. 7, “The law of the Lord is Perfw"
converting the soul.”

Tue Book-Mark—A correspondent 0':‘ "
foreign journal relates the following:=
young lady once presented me with 8 b0,
mark, having the inscription, ¢ God bless you
and exacted a promise that it shculd be plac
in my Bible, but never toremain a day OPPOS,’
the same chapter. Faithtul to my Pl'o_ml of
I took it home, and rdbbing fiom the h_ds
my Bible the dust of a week, I placed it1n
first chapter of Matthew, and daily read 8¢

ter and changed its place. Ibad not red
before I became interested as 1 bad never "
before in this good book; and Isaw in 16 g
that I was a sinner, and must repent if 1 W0 d.
be saved. I then promised God that I wo
seek His face at the earliest opportuultY' i
if e saw fit to convert my soul, that wo s
gpend my life in Ilis cause. It came; I.S";’:w-'
His face and received the smile of HIE .y
and now I have a hope within me *big
iwmwortality; " and to all do T uttribut® o 9
book-mark aud the grace of God. pd 7.
was the beginning of a great revival at®
Mauy sought His face und found it; 2 gpe.
tlane kindled there spread over the entd y, .
trict, aml scores were brought into the iof )
of God, ‘Despise not the day of small riﬁ‘w" ;

1

A word spoken in season—a simple U ?*ﬁ
turp & ¥4
R LG {

acf—a sincere, simple praycr, may
wavdering sinner from the error of his
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8abbzth Schocl Lessons.
Mal-':l;—lﬁth.

THE FiRgr JOURNEY TO BUY
CORN.—GEey. xLm. 1-29.

q,,l_'; chob sends his sons into Egypt to buy

emf; I8 remarkable that the patriarchs had to

Prom; T f}uqine even in Cavaan, the land of
Goa 3 This was designed by their covenant
thig e‘;‘veuntheir affections from the things of
of heaye,” m'\d to direct them 1o the things
ongy, YeN.  They therefore desired a better
¥s that is, an heavenly; Heb. xi. 16.
8 of Jacob, prostrated by the great-
er €I calamity, sat lovking one upon
heﬂrd ]'ﬂ nactive despondency. Jacob had
Pro}, lflf- there was corn in Egypt. he had
ig ho) seen it conveyed thence by his
'ti"red Urs, he therefore, ‘as head of the tribe,
only - 9P his sons to action.  We shauld not
v eve?‘Y for our duily hread, but we should
it 9 Tl? lawtal means in our power to obtain
Toyq for Gts. e 10, And shall others obtain
A 11T $oujs, and shall we despair?—
et N T, let us have immediate recaurse to
Dot gy ©.Of grace, that we also may live and
b‘lt WO‘llld 4cob sent his ten sons into Egypt,
® sajq .0t send Benjumin with them; for.
P 'St peradventure mischief befal]
J&ehel haelloss of the other son of his beloved
t}l?eph's l:retrl(indered him cautious. “ And
R re . .
%2?1‘,e8 be u came, and bowed down

7y, 6 e ore him, with their faces to the
g}:)seph's. Pt Chis was the accomplishment of
.hea\‘es of [,"a"’: Chap. xxxvii. 7, now did the

af, 18 brethren bow themselves to bis

2

) J ,

"‘”lreno“}ﬂ" harsk treatment of his
in® ko

ﬁ';n, v.g " them though they they knew not
: ulg e e ijrobahly expected that they
‘hi{"t to lm"‘:"@ led by the famine to come to
Roy he hor& Ase corn, but they had no idea
Crugy ofu}la they sold as a slave, was the
t"’lem,éd the‘g)‘l?t. before whom they now
" 8k Msejyeg, doseph remembered
h“‘lr evide’nte Maturally gssaciated them with
I3 el fulfilment, "I'weuty long years
ﬂ;:hh is t‘Stmce God had presignified to
Vou, ltmm“ re designs, and though many
% }eve,. be re 08t tnlikely that thesa designs
!i“ '%Ph’s v’-?{‘.“!ﬁd, Yet now, in God’s time,
g J’““Qph 181qp completely verified; Hab,
t..,‘,im ovenr e Taughly yito his brethren,
".:9 this is “}Q“H'd them as lpiei; v. 9.
cally o CBris treatment of sinners.
ia! Peaks P their sing to their remem-
; himwu“f’“l!hl unto them and seems
Mto the M them, and then reveals

0 them %32 Baviour of jufloite love;

GOOD
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see Matt. xv. 21-28. Joseph’s hrethren an-
swered him truthfuliy and respecttuily. To
bad formerly nicknamed Joseph “the dreamer
they now addressed him “ my lord;” v. 10w
In Egypt where they were strangers, where
they were even an abhorrence, Chap. xlifk
32, no witnesses could be called to substantiate
their words, Apparently to prove the truth
of their statements, Joseph demanded tha
their youngest brother should be brought be-
fore him, declaring that till this was done he
should keep them iu coufinement; v. 16.—
From long communion with the uugodly,
Joseph seems to have learned somewhat of
their language—he swore ‘by the life of
Pharaoh.” 'T'raly “there is not a just man
upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not;”
Ke. vii. 20.  After three days imprisonment
they agreed to fetch their youngest brother
and to leave oue of their number as host-
age, In their calamity they saw the hand
ofarightrous God.  Tueir sin bad found them
out and consciznce now hegan to do its office;
v.21. Quly Reaben who was innocent in the
matter experienced no self-npbraidings, and |
now blame: them for their folly in not having
attended to his admonitions; v. 22. The coo-
versation of his brethren was overiieard by
Joseph who, they thought, did not understand
them. as he spoke unto them through ax in-
terpreter; vo 23, Whien Joseph heard them
moaraing their sin concerning him, it was too
much for his feelinys heart te bear, he turned
himself about from them and wept: v. 24 1n
all this painful process, which was necessary
to bring his brethren to repentance, Joseph
resembled the kind-hearted operator whae,
while he grieves for the pain of his patient,
untlinchingly amputates his limb to save his
life, How fearful does a guilty conscience
make us!  From the restoration of the mouey,
paid for the corn, which each one found in the
mouth of his sack, they augured further evils
%their heart failed them, and they were afraid,
saying one to another, What is this that God
hath done unto us?” v. 28.

Learn—1st. That it is in vain for man to
attempt tu thwart the purposes of God, Dan.
iv. 375 Acts v. 39,

2ud. That God whenever he pleases can &
waken the slumbering conscience of the sinner,
Dan. v. 6; Matt. xxvii. 3. 4.

Brd. That everything is a cause of terror o
the wicked; Prov. xxviii. 1,

Marck 23rd,

WE WQOULD SEE A SIGN,
. Marr. xi. 3845,
1. The insolent demand of the Phariveoy,
They professed great respect for the
Jesus—they called him Master, but
vHgttered him with their lips, while
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Jhearts were far from him.” Not all those who
i to men to honour Christ shall be saved;
Matt. vii. 22. Though Jesus was daily work-
ing miracles, doiug: among them the works
which never man did, giving hearing to the
deaf, sight to the blind, casting out devils,
raising the dead, and curing all manner of dis-
eases, yet obstinately shutting their eyes to all
these, the Scribes and Pharisees would have
from him a miracle of their own devising.

9. OQur Savieur rejects their proposak

"They sought a sign, not for the coufirmation
of their faith, but as an excuse for remaining
fn unbelief. Similar requests, when made in
the right spirit, had been granted Gideou.
These Pharisees had in reality no wish to be
convinced. They asked and received uot, be-
cause they asked amiss; Jumes iv. 3. Our
Lord calls them a wicked generation—they
killed the prophets, and stoned them which
were seat unto them, Matt. xx¥1x 37, and now
they were persecuting the Lord of glory. He
ealls them an adulterous generation. The ex-

ression “adultery ” is often used figuratively
in Scripture for idolatry. Since the Babylou-
ish captivity, the Jews had not been guiity of
‘the sin of worshipping images; they professed
to worship God, and to observe his ordinances.
They had but the form of religion without the
power. The love of God occupied not the
chief place in their heart and affections, but
the love of the world; Jno. v. 42, In the
gight of God they were therefore idolaters.
Qur Saviour tells them that though they should
not obtain the sign which they demanded, yet
a sign should be given them—the sign of the
prophet Jonas ; ver. 39. The greatest of all
the miracles of our Lord was his rising from
the grave by his own power (Jobn k. 18), on
the third day. This was the complete demon-
stration of his Messiahship ; Rom. i. 4.

3. Our Lord contrasts the position of the
Jews in the final judgment, with that of the
men of Nineveh and the Queen ¢f Sheba.

Jonash was a stranger in Nineveh, our
SBaviour laboured among his own countrymen.
Jonah wrought no miracle in proof of his
mission—dJesus performed wiracles innumer-
able; John xxi. 25. Jouah desired no good
to the Ninevites, Jesus was coutindally hold-
Jing forth the most heart-melting and persua-
give invitations to repentance.
mere man, Christ was God himself. Yet
Jonah was received by the Niuevites; while
Jesus was rejected by the Jews. 'I'he meu of
Nineveh improved their small privileges—the
men of Jerugalem abused their great ones.
& Jeshurun waxed fat and kicked.” And if
-the men of Nineveh will rise in judgment to
sondemn those Jews who continued in un-
.pelief, shall they not much more condemn us
who enjoy such great and innumerable privi:

THE @oob

Jonah was a |

NEWS.
§

leges, if we remain barrei and unfrﬂ&mheb‘
the work of the Lord. The Queen of 8 '
travelled far to hear the wisdom of Solom? o
the Jews neglected the fountain of all ¥
They contemned him who not only “sp. e-,.
never man spake,” but liad power to "‘SP'V
others with wisdom, who of od is made’
dom unto all his people; 1 Cor. i. 30- M
4. The lamentable condition inl0 "o
Jews. !

their unbelief was bringing the im
Since the Babylonish captivity the JG;;
had renounced the worship of images, t en‘;
to which they had fornierly been so P ¢
they had enjoyed muny advantages, st dwf"
the promised and long-expected Mossu}h
amongst theth. They heard his teaching o4
saw his miracles. But their hearts CO“UQ'J
empty; ver. 44. Christ had not been reC Lo
as an inméte there. Kvil spirits, t.be"é "1
entered in and usurped Christ's thron€
these very privileges; which should have te ot
to their eletnal peace, the unbelieving "
waked worse and worse. And as it “"“.sndiﬁ‘
the Jews as a tation, so is it with each 1%
dudl. The lobger he turns a deaf €ar
gospel, all the worse, sll the more dang’ T
will be his conthtion; see Heb. vi. T 8
should be an incentive to every Christe
to tlee immediately to Jesns; 2 Cor vie o
Learn-=1st. The patural unbelief of #
Isa. liii. 1; 1 Cor. iis 14 heid
2nd: That our sius are more or 1653 ‘,g.l’
according to the privileges we enjoJ-
x. 15 ; John il 19 ; xv. 22. .
3rd. The great danger of contml“dgi;”
state of impenitence —Hos. iv. 17; Joo:

@

PavL wotild not take to l;imsélf an? ;ﬂ:"
tion of praise on account of the ]abo“of o
suceess of others. He spoke ouly b
sttceess whichi Christ had given 1
own work, This shows, that 8“"0“0,;0?’
success is of (God, yet that it is A" :5f¢“‘
and a ground of praise to be succe™
Christ's work. Many have supl ¢
it is wrong to give any praise t0 th_ers’ a
servants, on account of their li’-t{"flwv‘.
ence, and success in his service. T it of J
judged that this encourages 8 "V'"w;. 4
tighteousness and of pride. But e :;
dom 18 not from God. It is bu™". @
dom, antheuds toidamp Tle“”:
service of Jesus Christ.  All ot g
in Christ Jesus, as well as our “‘;;fff’
disposition to labour. Yet God G

praise -to his servants for thelf
fihement to hlame what Gpd apy”

=3

and success in his work. It1#3
..R. Haoldane.

) |
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WHICH CLASS!

4 Question ror YOU.
g%kp‘;:‘!el‘»\There are only two sorts of
hrigg ' the world, There are believers in
and unbelievers. There areconverted
Whe }?::"d unconverted. There are these
0 wh € grace and those who have noue.
ich ¢lagq do you Lelong?
Ay 1€re are . )
lh(,p S and cominoners,—farmers and
L) eep‘”'s‘masters and servants,—rvich
huhil,) 0?“ But God's eye only takes ac-
'ickedo two onders,——the righteous and the
T
,'er;).el‘e "> many and various minds in
\(,mh;")“g"?'.‘:ation that meet for religious
Y Mepa s Lhere are some who attend for

BVegt (v '™ and some who really desireto |

N“aqe h“St,\snme who come there to
Others, anq some who come to please

:E:ln én(]me who hring their hearts with
"8 the; 3re not soon tired, and some who
the “ho) " }lea{ts behind them and reckon
Te of J, S Service 2 weary work. But the
e US only sees two divisions in the

Bre,
hevem.gaﬁ()“"the believers and the unbe-

way " L know well the world dislikes
Wviding professing  Christiuns.
of 1o 168 hard ¢, fancy there arethree
z\%d“nd v Ple and not two, To be very
%‘-hey mn(”‘)’ Strict does not suit the worl.l :
gy nnot., Will not be saints.  To have
(;“ Yoyl la tall does not suit the world :
od.» on MOt be respectable—¢ thank
h:t‘" th‘:'” S8y, “we are notso bad as
heed, ang oo have religion enough to be
\:';meiemlx ® not go into extremes,—to
tiy 4 hay, i 8904, and yet not be peculiar,
},“ of Oy 'st'—ql{]et’ easy-going, moderate
Ten afte, "hity, and go comfortably to
al I\t.his is the world’s favour-
. e isa third class—a safe
N“?ldd]e é,_\the world fancies, and in
Re,,‘;he sei"f‘“ the majority of men per-
iggiler, | ‘des they wilk be found.

! anae'ff’unee this notion of a
W Wan 'Mmenseand sonl-ruining
ki awgy 1 TR you strongly not to be
.\gmfyt[yit\ PRI A .

| “ge of & 18 a vain invention,

i —8& castle in the air,—
~8 vast unreality,—
his middle class is a
® Bawhere spoken of in the

many classesin Britain, There !

!
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Bible. There were two classes in the day
of Noah’s flood,~—those who were insids the
ark, and those who were without —twoin _
the parable of the Gospel net,—those who.
were called the good fish, and those who
were called the bad ;—twe.in the parable of
the ten virgins,—~those who were described
as wise, and those who were described as
foolish ;—two in the account of the judge
ment-day,—the sheep and the goats i—two
sides of the thirone,—the right and the lefty
—two abodes when the last sentence has
been past, heaven and hell.

And just so, there are only two classen
in the visible church on earth—those whmo.
are in the state of nature, and those who are
in the state of grace—those who are in the
narrow way, and those whe are in the broad
—those who have faith, and those who
have not faith—those whe have been comn-
verted, and those who have not been con-.
verted—those who are with Christ, and
those who are against Him—those who
gather with Him, and those who scatter
abroad—thoss who are wheat, and those
who are chaff, Into these two classes the

whole professing church of Christ may be

divided.
none.

Reader, dear reader, see now what cause
there is for self inquirv. Are vou amo
the righteous or among the wicked? Neut~
rality is impossible.  Either vou are in one
class, or in the the other. Which of the
two is it #

Youattend chnreh, perhaps.  You go to
the Lord’s table. You like good people.
You can distinguish between good preaching:
and bad. You subseribe to relirous societies.
Youattend religious meetings.  You some-
times read religious books. It is well; itis
very well.  Ttis good; it is al very good.
Et is wore than can be said of many. Bug
still this s not a straivhtforward answer o.
wmy question,—.tre you converted or un-
converted#

Have you been born again? Ape
you a new creature? Have you put off the
old man, and put on the new? Have
you ever left your sins, and repented of
them? Are yow looking simply to Christ
for pardon and life eternal? Do you love
Christ! Do you serve Christ? Do you
loathe heart-sins, and fight against them §
Do you long for perfect holiness, and follow
hm{ afterit! Have you come qut from the

Besides these two classes there is
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world? Do you delight in the Bible!—
Do you wrestle in prayer! Do you love
Christ’s people? Do you try to do good
to the world? Are you vile in your own
eyes aud willing to take the lowest place?
Are you a Christian in business and on
week-days, and by your own fireside I—
Oh! think, think, think onh these things,
and then perhaps you will be Letter ableto
tell the state of your soul.

Reader, I beseech you not to turn away
from my question, Lowever unpleasant it
may be.  Answer it, though it may prick
your conscience, and cut you to the heart.
Answer it, though it may prove youin the
wrong, and expose your fearful danger.—
Rest not, rest not, till you know how it is
between you and Gods Bettera thousand
times find out that you are inan evil care,
and repent betimes, than live on in uncer-
tainty, and Le lost eternally.— Rev. J. C.
Ryle.

God Moves in a Mysterious Way,

J. CRAIG AT THE SURREY THEATRY, LONXDON.

God’s children Liave a multitude of ex-
periences in being Lrought to Him; but
there is but one way with God in bringing
them, the Gospel” way. I 1emember a
young woman down in Manchester who
for years hiad Luen in the habit of getting

unctually to church every Sunday morn-
tng; but one Sunday morning she had put
on a new Cress, and was longer than tsual
in preparing to go out, and when she
found she was too late, she resolved to
walk about.  That very morning xhe
passed where a man was speaking to a
group of people, and she heard him say,
= The foxes have holes, and the birds of the
air bave nests, but the Son of Man hath
not where to lay his head.” Who was this
foor and despied Son of Man? she was
ed to inquire, and in inquiring she found
galvation. That is one experience, 1 will
tell you another. Three cock-fighters at
Bradford went out with their cocks to a
village a few miles off, and enjoyed their
brutal sport.  In returning, with two dead
eocks under their arms, they passed a house
where worship was being conducted, and
g’raise was ascending to God. *Let’s go

" ‘says oho of the men, “and knock the
preacher dowh with the dead cock,” and

THE GOOD NEWS.

they cast lots, with bits of straw, who v
to doit. In they went, but a fear cartd
over the man who was to do the deed ; 3°

instead of knocking down the preach®y

(God came, and with strong convietioB

sin brought down that strong man, 2L
geemed to be as one dend. That map w
the father of my landlord at Bradford_: ap s
had been for twenty-three years a consist®
Churcli member. Ah, God moves “’-I
mysterious way ! If I speak of myselbé'
may seem to do that which the Bible 0
nounces as folly—seeking, I mean, m¥ oV
glory ; but that isn’t my purpose, thoug
tell you a bit of my own experienc®”
Twelve years axo I was a conjurens R4 ,‘;
over there in Oxford Street, and 1ra\’0u‘"o(
over the country in bad company, noné

it worse than myself.  One Sunday mO"ﬂ‘
ing I hapened fo be in Shefficld with %0

of my ¢ompanions.  Among them ""f‘s.
quack-doctor, ‘who began mmmag”'g.g
bis chest; my eye lighted on so"‘e‘l
<hining in his chest, and [ found it \“-;m‘.
fourpenny Testament. T anked Lim ]gaid
would let me have it for 4d., and be

he would; and [ took it away wit l.;;n »
and my eye fell upon 1 Cor. vi. 9, ‘1'0’ ol
I fele that I was a Jost sinner, and if
in my rins 1 should be dammed.

to pray and couldn't; and moving ¥
the country didu’t drive these thots
of my mind, till in Manchester & C‘t);. uﬂd
sionary pointed me to Jesus, and 1 197
salvation. And this salvation i frf;‘; w0 -
you=—to every one of you—as it W
me; glory be to God for it. 1 knoV
row, if 1 were to be summoned away and -
minute, my home would be in he?l"e“")wg:
this assurance you may make youf & o
and, as I said when I began, dloﬂgh #
are different ways of awakening

sied
oub
. oﬂ‘

e
but ong way of saving. Why, ther® o8 . |
= v .e}‘d t " B

the 1aan who threw a crumb of V! or® i .
robin-redbreast, and noticed that Le ,,i!‘ :
ate it up, the robin sang a song Of 5 4.

. . oy i
to its Maker, which made that maP “to s

e

and say, “What have J rendered,
Lord for all his benefits#’ e V%

Now, when we say there’s but obro 25
of coming to God, and that that is? A
the Uospel, you may ask, hat oy
Gospel ! Well, here it isin Roma" o
« For when we were without Stre“,’«;,,e p
due time Christ died for the ul oné v
scarcely for a righteous man W

BT |
i

vl
:
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Nm‘t\m for a man some would
kf:'d"‘ to die; blﬁo‘();dod commendeth his
l'n%‘“"dg us, in that while we were yet
Philip Christ died for us.” Or again in

3 . 5-8; or in 1 Tim. i. 15; or in
?ﬁnue' L, 2 T have heard a story of a
of examining a large congregation

ehi] an
thgm dren 0 the Secriptures, and he asked

‘lnw; * A“'e Wo not all sinners ?”” and all
s ‘Yes;” «then,” said he, “must
P‘”’:osia" &o to };ell ” aex:ld th:fe wa,s a g:)lrl;-
Tuegy; : ce; three times he repeated the
;‘“’d of :lf:gdthen from the backs of the
0. litgls '.l]'en came & voice, ”t,he voice
¢ Gog girl,—e C:mst ]dudt: )That.s
Rpt g oY simple and perfect y true,
i:u a)!:‘;fa:}‘lllh for yourselft—and though
; dbl&ck - ¢ come into this theatte a foul
tgi Raing (‘:}“‘(L:%Ja yot;g mu{ g0 out si rejoic-
by 10 be true? .I -'l]lt how do Wknow
ne g will tell you. = When 1
Ofte, 0 a Strauge town or district, I
‘“Y"ﬂnnned what is ealled a guide-
Ve found it stated there for in-
I: in Birminghamn they make
thy Magy (’)]'l. Manufuctures; that 4 village
s o es off; and | have tramped
b the :’,"Y one by myself, aud found
LD Ifmﬁ, l)‘de'h"(’k was true; and so
ﬂu:]‘%d in lh-(.t”m't all the statements wlich
 thay ‘otg—?“lde:book were true, I con-
ﬁ'lf.l to try gr t}n.ngs which I bad no
Yy the p: Jo 1€ true also. So when I
mmt«mf t,‘?"lllg me that drunkards
d%ns wel| ;ui\nl}lx come to poverty, and
. ave seen ths
2 times oves 8@(]3]!1 that to be true
b thag g0 0 When I read in the
baldnes ' daughters of Israel will
® nstead of beauty,” and in
apg] Oquih Petticoat Lane over in
hav . 0 that it is even so; and
Mmany blessed things in
. ve found them to be all
1 a true book,
" A.h! fou may believe it,
, ife jg simple and easy ; easy
it 1o you hay. *
g bug ' Ve only to come and
Bt 1 ang wwa“ﬂt easy for Jesus, it
Nm&f%u& {?‘T)’ way he had to travel
Q:‘d 1 rem;n;m@ Deed despair or fear
N q'ﬁ”ln, he be) T & miserable and de-
o _thi0p~ onged to a drunken
M A tan Tenad o]t
N b e Outgkjyg. ers, and walking
b Omp, . of Manchester, he

1%

“T say, old black devil, let's go over and.
bear what this than is saying;” but he
wouldn’t, #0 he went alone, and he heard
the man, (it was Richard Weaver) ery outy
“is there any man here that Las got a
mother in ‘heaven, and wants to go and
meet her there,” and the filthy, black-faced
man cried out, “Yes, my mother is in
heaven, and I'd like to go there too;”, and
he believed and went home to his miserabla
home, and laid his banjo on the ground;
and jumped upon till he had smashed it
quite; and oh! how pleased his wife was
1o hear he was going to work ateadily ; and
he got some old shoes and eobbled them
up and sold them; and then he got more;
and now lie has plenty o do, and three
men working under him. He wasn’t cuss
out, nor will you be unless you reject the
message of salvation,  Why, there was
once a time wien 3000 men, red-handed
with the blood of the Lord Jesus, whom
they had just mnrdered in Jerusalem,
came together, and, under conviction of
sin, called out, * What shall we do 2" and
they heard of the way, and they didn’s
refuse the mercy offered. Do you want
this forgiveness? You may have it, as [
have had it, as sinful companions of n;ﬁ
own have had it, and as multitudes in
ages have had it.

Source of my life's refreshing springs,

Whose presence in my heart sustaing ne,
Thy love appoints me pleasant things—
Thy mercy orders all that pains me,

If loving hearts were never lonely,

If all they wished might always be,
Accepting what they look for only,
They might be glad, but not in Thee.

Well may Thine own beloved; who see
In all their lot, their Father's pleasure,
Bear loss of all they love, save Thee,
Their living, everlasting treasure.

Well may the happy children cease
From restless wishes prone to sin,
And in Thine own exceeding peace;
Yield to thy daily discipline.

We need as much the cross we bear,
As air we breathe, as light we see;
It draws us to Thy side ih prayer—
It binds us to our strength in Thee.

Pa;
Ry .?Jzn heard & 1man preachin
of a edge, and he saidg:

A. L. Wazme,
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THE GATHERING HOME.

The following lines by the danghter of an Eng-
Yish Baptist missionary in Calcutbta, secem %o us
worth preserving:

They are gathered homeward from every land
Ope by one,
As their weary feet touch the shining srand
One by owe,
Their brows are inclosed in & golden crown,
Their travelstained garments are all laid down,
And clothed in white raiment they rest on the
mead,
Where the Lamb loveth His chosen to lead
One by one,

Bafore they rest they pass throngh the strife
One by ane,

YThrough the waters of death they enter life
One by ane,

Yo some are the flonds of the river still

As they ford on their way to the heavenly hill,

To others the waves run ficrcely and wild,

Yot all reach the home of the undefiled
One by one.

We too shall come to the river side

Oue by one,
We are nearer its wuters each eventide

One by one,
We can hear the noise and dash of the stream
Now and again through our life's deep dream,
Bometimes the loods all the banks o'ertlow,
Bometimes in ripples the small waves go

One by one.

—_— e -

YOUR MOTHER.

——

BY THE REV. A. L. STONE.

‘Young man, have you a mother living still
on Godsearth? Whatis she to you? An
old woman with wrinkled face, and gray locks,
and plain cap, high-waisted dress, and form |
bowed and crushed together with the weight
of years, altogether un-cmely to your fastid-
ious eve. Ah. look again. Kach of those
wrinkles is ¢ sublime poem of self-devotion:
each furrow on that fuce some long-cuduring
care hus plouched; the silver lines in those |
dark locks have chunged their hue in busy
household thoughts, the putient toil of day,
the wearyipz nightly watches, and burdens
borne for yeu, ss well as others, have lain
more heavily on her head thau the pressure of
years,  Can there be unother face thut can |
mateh that wrinkied face in beauty to your)
eve? Do you touch auy Land with sach ton- |
der deference as that with which you lift that
trembling clasp of age to your heart?

Where dwells this mother of yours? In
the old early home, with but few oi the voices
that have once heen musical there left to cheer
her gathering loncliness. 'The ashy gray even.
ing is coming upon her.  What lights do you
keep burning there to drive the gloomn away?
Does the ficquent post earry her fiiial greet-
jugs from you? Do little tokens, precious to

|

' to Jesus Christ alone, and to hav®

kmake thew Ilix own, so by .
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loving remembrance they attest, go M’A
hand to hers? Does she know she is-
gotten in your bright, busy career? Al:ﬂ‘"
as Providence permits, does your face p
in upon her solitade? Are you repaying
her uncheered age, the debt ydur early “.(
contracted? The dear friends of 100€ P
have most of them left her side; do o
that, and feel it for ker? Does she hav?!
mase apon in the brooding hours of ber o
twilight. how thoughtful this great, gro™®
of hers is of her comfort? She never
plains of you, I know. That she woul
do. Bat silently, like a cancer, neglec
neglect, would eat into her heart.

Or is she beneath your own roof?
the seat of honour? every avattable ¢ v
there? Does she feel in your way B
Are you more defersutial $o hee will th2® <o
in childhood’s days? To her does yOUr
ever utter impatience, your eye look I

or anger? .
e
’ ]

4
He® "

Oh, how soon will the inexorable
its sharp clang between you! Then w
will £it down with you every evenil}gl
hears to you the stary of your filit
what you have been as a son! If YO
brightened and gladdeped that life®
thst evening’s recital will be as heav®
strelsy to your spirit.  If there 18 one
recollection, no grief can be so bitter
in which yongroaun out, “Oh, if she 00
return !’

{0
lifo;
s
Jink

.
5o
0 'ail’fj

. —-—40v-—-—/t rema'.
Let the ministers of the GoSPe. o of g'l’
ber that they are ealled she friel o
Bridegroom, a dignity infinitely Noo“
to all the honours of this world: hi# b"é
is fit for this employment, unle® Hd’
burns with love to Jesus Ch"‘“ibe b“"
arises their faithfulness, to lead b noo‘g
cbe
joy than to ree her united to Jesn;tb g
and living in tender communion '
us CB ,,e,p

R
By faith we embrace Jes we b’

are so united with Him, that w "

Him, and He in us. As Ho ¥ g

oy
to take upon Himself all our "g‘i‘:l‘ ﬂ';

. - ovr®
made ours; His obedience u?
innocence, His righteousness, ¥ “gfe ¥* .

tion, His holiness; nay,

is
Hi

bar heart, not becuuse of the cost, but of the

1 ours.



