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ADDRESS
Of the Commission of the Synod of the Presby-
terian Church in Cunadu, tn connection with
the Church of Scotland, to the Members of that
Church.
BrLOVED BRETHREN,

We, the Commis. »n of the Synod of the Presby-
terian Church in Canada in connection with the Church
of Scotland, secking with watchful anxiety the blame-
less deportment and spiritual safety of those whose
cternal nterests we are appointed to study and
promote, decm it proper, in these times of trouble and
danger, to adironish you in a more formal mauner, of
the necessity of yoeur exemplifymg the duties of your

thristian profession. It concerns us at all times to
know that you adorn the doctrine of your Redcemer,
rore espeerally at present, when it is so urgently
required that you mamfest your love of peace and
love of order, your resiraint of «very violent and
unwerthy passion, and your confidence 1 the gracious
providence of God. We, therefore, beseech you that
ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are
called, and that you cause your light to shine before

men, by showing forth yeur sobriety of judgment, and

peaceableness of disposition,—your regard to the high
example and the precepts of your Lord,
forbearance, yorr long-suffering, your chanty and
your mercy.

in your

‘We trust, dear brethren, that you are sufiiciently
acquaintec. with the Word of God to know that none
of our reagious duties is more distinctly taught, and
more stroagly enforced, than is the duiy of obedience
0 Rulers  We are commanded to fear God and
honor ‘he King, and meddle not with them that are
siven to change, to give honor to whom honor is due,
wd tributeto whom tribute is due.  Submit yourscives,
says the Apostle, to every ordinance of man, for the
Lord’s sake : Thou shalt not speak cvil of the Rulers
of thepeople.  Nor will the nany and pomted deela-
rauons on ies matter appear of small value 10 thos»
who thinit aught of the blessing of Cnvil Government
to the well being of mankiud. Appreciate, then, the
blessings which you enjoy ; continue to give your
support to the Government, and Leware of the arts of
wicked and designing wen, that would lead you io
abandon Loth.

We have reason to know that few, of any, of thox»

attached to our commuwon have had any part 1 the
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Rebellion which has lately been excited agrinst the
Government of the country, and it is not, therefore,
because any apprehension is entertained of any num-
ber, however small, being seduced :rom their obedience
to the laws, under which we enjoy so many blessings,
that we bring to your recollection with what spirit a
Christian should mect the trial to which a distracted
state of society subjects lum.

A threatening tempest hos passed over the land and
still lingeis on its bo.ders; God has given us intima-
tion of his power to punish us, and has chastised us
gently according to lus mercy : he has told us of his
displeasure, though his goodness has triumphed over
his just anger. Our great unthankfulness for his
bounties—our extreme devotedness to the cares and
advantages of the lite which now is—our pronencss
to disunion and our sclf-sufficiency—our contempt of
the privileges we enjoy—our feverish anxiety concern-
ing political affuirs—our gencral unconcern respecting
things of Religion—the common dishonor of His
name, and disregard of IFlis laws and worship—are
these not sins which called for his chastisement 27—
We thut have sowed the wind, have we not provoked
Let us
acknowledge it ; 1t us bow ourselves before the Throne
of Ilis Grace and implore His pardon; let us Jament

him to leave us to reap the whilwind 1

the meunness of our endeavors for the advancement of
kis glory,the reproach which our indifference has cast
upon hus early and everlasting merey 5 let us seck his
face while he may be found, lest, as a people, we
should find him terrible in his judgments, and have
rcason to exclaim, God hath utterly forsaken us. At
the same time, we may mingle rejoicing with our
trembling ;—we have reason to rejoice that while God
hath testified his anger by as many of his judgments
as have been abroad in the midst of us, he has s'gnally
shown forth his willingness to remember mercy.—
Fus providence delivered us when we were uncon-
scious of danger and ahnost defenceless.  He brought
destruction to our gatcs, and then sent it away that we
might behold in our deliverance the manifest working
of lus hand. That the eye of His providence has
not been over us—that the arm of His power has not
been extended for our protection, they only can sgy
who belicve that there is no knowledge in the Mosr
Hicn. That His interposition, hitherto so conspi-
cuous, was not designed for our good, was not the
effect of His great loving kindness—be the sin of such
a thought far away from a disciple of Jesus. Let us
maintain our cheerful confidence in Him ¢ who sitteth
between the cherubim, be the earth never so unquiet—

who is the King over all, be the people never so im-
patient.” Had not the Lord been on our side, well
may we say, our feet had been caught in the snare of
our enemics; but His Spirit unseen infatuated their
counsels, and forestalled thewr cxpectations. Whils
His warmng vorce still resounds in the land, let us
remember that there is forgiveness with Him, that He
may be feared ; let us offer up our praises and our
thanksgiving with gratitude und joy.

When we recollect that during the turbulence of a
few weeks past, many erimes of the darkest character
have been perpetrated in almost every part of the
country, when we contemplate our privileges and our
sins a> a people, and reflect upon the low state of
religion aud morality, secing that in plain violation of
the laws of %od many of thc strongest bLonds of
human socicty have Leen broken asunder, when we
consider how intemperance and violence, and a con-
tempt for the simplicity of manners and fervent picty
for which our fathers were distinguished, are daily gain-
ing ground, how the liberty which we enjoy is in
danger of degenerating into mere licentiousness—
these things being considered, the

ity of a general
reformation in .order to the continuance of the fuvor
and protection of Heaven, must be too manifest to
every ouc, must make appear to every good man who
would avert the anger of Geod, the additional obliga~
tion that lies upon him, to give his principles as a
disciple of Christ their full cxcx;)pliﬁcalion, to study to
keep humself unspotted from the impurity of the times,
to be peaceable in spirit, and at peace to live as far as
the discharge of lus public and private duties will
suffer him, to shew clemency and mercy when the
st:ougest temptations are offered to satisfy the cravings
of a yevengeful spurit, and humbling himself before
Cod, to make 1t the matter of lus fervent prayer, that
the calamities of war may depart from us forever, and
the lund 1n which we dwell become, under the gracious
providence of God, as a pleasant field which the Lord
hath blessed.

None, dear brethren, know better than you that the
Ministers of the Church to which you belong, have uni-
formly eschewed political partizanship. Ithasever been
their endeavour faithfully to teach those grand truths,
which, while they make the sout wise unto salvation,
never ful, when clearly understood, to lead men to
appreciate the great blessings of order and security,
and at the same time faithfully to discharge every duty
which they owe to their Rulers. And we are happy
in thinking that the demonstrations which thousands
of you have given and are still giving of your atach-
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ment to Constitutional principles, is a decisive proof of
your loyaity, good sense and sound moral feeling.—
Notwithstandig our persuasion that you will cver
manifest these high qualities of the Christian Citizen,
it is well known to you that there are not a few, who,
seduced by wicked and designing men, or incited by
therr own malignant passions, cherish the decpest
hostility against the Government of the country and
the Constutution under which we live,  'We, therefore,
caution you, dear brethren, to beware of the influence
of such persons; bewarc of abandoning the known
and certain good which you now enjoy; beware of
vesigning certain and substantial good for the visionary
theories and fallacious hopes held out by unprineipled
men. In the proper sense of the word, every konest
man will be a reformer of abuses; but be assured of it,
these men seck not to reform but to destroy ; yea, to
destroy all that is valuable in our sacred Institutions.
They have never appealed to reason but to the worst
passions of our nature, and now, as if the Constitution
made no provision for the correction of cvils, they have
appealed to arms, an act wluch nothing short of the
grossest outrage against the essential principles of the
‘Constitution, and that manrivsted in acts of open
tyranny, can in any sensc warrant.  But who that is
not blinded with ignerance or passion will aver, that
such has taken place in Upper Canadun?

Let us, as familics and congregations, offer up our
special supplications to the Most High; let us go toa
Throne of Grace, and while we carnestly bescech the
God of Justice to interpose his power to save us from
the wrath of man, and prevent the cffusion of human
blood, be sincere in the confession of our own sins,
and seck to feel deeply our own unworthiness in His
sight; for we may know assuredly that he who has
his peace made with God, and can in strong faith call
Him Father, is the best prepared for firm'y supporung
what is right, or calmly bearing such trials as may be
1aid upon him.

In name and by appointment of the Commisston,
ALEX. GALE,

Moderator.
Toronto, January, 1838.

LETTER ON CANADIAN MISSIONS FROM.
3. D. BRYCE ESQ.
Toronto, 13th November, 1837.
To tHE EniTor,
My Dear Sir,

During my visit to this coun-
try T have paid some attention to the state of
the Church, and I grieve to think that neither her
present condition nor future prospects are what conld
be wished. I see her munisters for the most part,very
madequately supported, and numerous Townships
without any spiritual provision at all.  Connected as
1 am with the Colonial Society 1 desire 10 be of use
through that body, and as [ proposc writing to Glas-
gow, Ishould wish firstto compare my ideas with
yours, and to recaive the benefit of any information
or suggestion it may be in your power to afford.

It has often been urged at home, and Imyself used
to urge it,that the people here are carnestly solicitous of
spiritual instruction, and from the best motives, but
in this I fear there has been a nustake. That there
is a prevailing desire for rehgious ordinances there is
no doubt ; but to suppose thut this arises from a due
appreciation of pospel blessings is 1o supposethe
people already Christians. It is to regard the differ-
cnt scitlements as so many spiritual churches wanting
Pastors, whereas the people are in a state of alena-
tion from God and necd to be converted. 1 speak,you
will perceive, of ihe country generally—of course
there aremany truly pious persons scattered abroad,
who thirst after the ordinances of divine worship, but
these are comparatively very few; the iohabitants
genorally,arel fear, as I havedescribed them.  Their
wish for a minstry therefore, must have its origin in
very inferior motives, and it is not difficult to imagine
what these are.  Conscience must have a religion of
some sort, and those who have witnessed the decen-
cies of the chiristtan Sabbath at home, cannot feel at
ease without something of the same kind here. That
tleir children should be growing yp unbaptized, they
fecl to be awful, and that they themselves should be
without a church and a minister, they cannot help re-
garding us anopen estrangement from God.  From
tlus state they seek deliverance, and when ordinances
are obtained they are proneto rest in them as a mere
form. ‘Thatthisisto a very grcat extent the case, is
proved by many of the settements which havetaken
place. A minister comes out at the urgent desire of
the people, but what does he find ?  He meets with a
people who speedily become lukewarm—who make
feeble efforts to redeem the pledge given for his sup-
port, and whn i1 many cases, treat him coldly and re-
sent his fidelity. Persons fit for the Eldership he can
rarcly obtain, and in the issue, heis discouraged,while
the people complain that they are burdened. Let me
again say that I speak generally—of course there are

exceptions,



How then, it may be asked, aro churches to be
formed 7 And what is to be done to meet the wants of
the country 7 In answer to the first question, as a
church must consist of spiritual persans, and people, by
nature, arc not spiritual, a minister must come abroad,
not to a church already formed, but to form one.  In
every new quarter, whatever may be the ability of the
prople to support a minister, lus work should be that
of aMissionary, and he should come to Canada with
much the same feelings that he would visit the South
Seas. I cannot help thinking that there has beena
great mistake in our procedurc in this respect. In
planting & church we have looked more to the tempor-
al circumstances of the people, than to their religious
characters, and hence our want of success. But on a
foundation so sandy what could be expected ? Hence-
forth let us send out nussionaries, and let us wait a
manifest blessing on their labour, before we plant
vaurches.

The next enquiry is with regard to lnaborers. How
are they to be obtained 3 And from whence are we
to denive funds  for their support ? Without a Col-
lege in the Province, our nussionaries must necessari-
ly Le had athome. PRut in Scotland young men are
backward to declare in favour of missionary enter-
prise abroad.  They are deterred by the idea that he
who enters upon it, devotes limself to perpetual ex-
ile from his native land and all ns dear assoctations.
And anotlier reason may be mentioned as operating to
a great extent with muny. They know not whether
the sphere abroad is one for which they are suited, and
whilst they would withingly try the field, they shrink
from the stigma which a return from it would fix on
them, should they, on a trial, find themselves better fit-
ted for lobour at home. These reasons 1 am per-
suaded weigh powerfully with many, and could they
be obviated, the difficulty of finding missionaries
would be greatly dimimshed, And why should
things remain on this fooaz ?  Is there any good
reason why the church of Scotland should require of
her sons who go abiocd, that they should expatriate
themselves forever?  On the contrary would it not
be better to point them to her Colunies as a field of
training for Pastoral usefulness at home?  The utihity
of home missions in trainng for the ministry is admit-
ted, and why should not missionary work abroad
serve the same purpose? Four or five years pussed
by a young man as a foreign missionary, would be of
wnpurtant benefit afterwards, both to the churchand
w himself; and were the church to characterise it asan
honorable commencement of the miwsterial career, ]
have no doubt that many would begin their course as
foreigy missionaries.  Let the young Licentiates then,
come out on the perfect understanding that their work
here is preparatory to parish usefulness at home. Let
them neither look for a settlement here, nor accept of
onc when offered ; at least, not until they have made
out their missionary term in the country. %en,let them
accept if they see fit, and that many of them would see
fit o remain. ! have no doubt.  The settlements then
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made would, we might hope, be of the right kind. 7%ew
the missionary would indeed huve a call from a church
n the true sense, and one of peculiar interest to him, he
having been,under God, the instrument of forming it.
He would have otfice bearers of the right kind, and
he would know what the people could afford for his
support.  Disappointment would thus be prevented.
And of those missionarics whoshould retwrn to Scot-
and we might expect that every one would feel alive-
ly interest in the scene of his carly labonrs, He
would often speak of Canada, and with an intimate
knowledge of its condition, he would stimulate the
young men around lum to do as he himself had
done. With a number of such Ministers at home,
the wants of the Colony would be made fanuliar to
our parishes—to our Licentates—and ‘o our General
Assembly. At present, Canada is little better than
a terva incoguita to the people in Scotland  Every
mmister who comes out, is absorbed by the Province,
and none returns to tell the tale of her destitution ;
and yet how clamant is her case ! With a population
already of 400,000 souls, and which will probably be
trebled in twenty years, her call for rehigious instruc-
tion is most urgent. The circumslances of her pop-
ulation too, incicase the urgency of her claim  Her
people, are, for the most part, a poor people. Thunly
scattered over an immense geographical surfrce, they
live amidst the solitude of the forest and the distances
which separate than from eachother,are aggravated by
roads, of the worst description. Their case is truly a
sad, I had alwost said, a hopeless one.  Yet they are
not only of one common kindred as men, bat they are
our fellow countrymen, and have therefore o peculiar
claim upon our sympathies and our exertions. And
as for our church at home,would sac not be vewarded
by devoting her sons to such a field ? Would she not
be gre atly benefited Ly the ministers she might reccive
back fromit?  With such men in her councils, mis-
sionary enterprize would no lenger be an 1deal specu-
lation’ on the contrary it would be an affair of practice
and experience.  These men, speaking of what they
know, and testifying of what they had seen, would
speak, not uncertainly, but with practical wisdom, and
while enabled to instruct hier i her duty 10 her chil-
dren abroad, they would at the same time afford her
the benefit of an enlarged experience in promoting her
plans of uscfulness at home.

With respect to funds, I may remark that a meder-
ate sum of money, applied with a wise economy,
would nat only goa great way, in the first instance,
but would serve as seed to produce more.  Sojourning
as the mussionary would do, with those among whom
1t was his lot to labor, his maintenance would cost him
iittle and ahundred pounds might suffice for all hisex-
penditure.  The missionary life, it is to be re-
membered, is one of sclf demal, and having fuod and
raiment, @ true servant of his master will be-content.
The status of a minister is a different affair, and I do
not speak of it at preseat, e, besides, is at charge
for house rent, scrvants and table, of all which the
missionary is free.
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To make the labors of the missionary efficient, hic
wphere of aperation ought to be of very moderate di-
mensions. Two, or at mnst Jhree, adjoining town-
ships would be quite enough, and I would have him
entirely independent of pecuniary support from the
people of his charge. By this means he would feel
perfectly at liberty in his intercourse with them, and
hie could all the more readily urge it upon them to con-
tribute of their substance for the canse of Christ, see-
ing *hat he himself was notto benefit therchy in any
degree.  Such collections would go into a comman
fund, and be employed to furnish the gospel to other
desolate settlers.  From every such missionary sphere
it is surely not unrcasonable to hope that £100 pounds
might be contributed annually, and thus £1000 from
Scotland would reproduce a similar sum here, and the
first sum of one thousand pounds, now become two,
would again doui.le itself, and might so go on enlarg-
ing. But might we not expect that Scotland would
furnish an annual * augmeptation of stipend!” Be-
ginning with a £1000, we may hope that as the work
extended the intercst would increase, and when at
length some of our missionarics should return to par-
ishes at home, we might reasonably look for a much
farger supply of both men and money as a consequence
of their personal statements. At first sight, it may
be thought injurious to the interests of Canada, thusto
sanction the return of her riisstonaries; but I am per-
suaded it would operate in a manner quite the reverse,
and I am satisfied that the Province would receive a
much larger nuinber of permanent wministers by thus
inviting missionuriesover on trial.  This plan, while
it hinders none who would come at present, opens a
door to many who will not come otherwise—and the
probability is that for every one who should retarn to
Scotland, you would receive two in conscquence of his
representations.  Have the kindnessto write to me
early andtell m  what you think of all this, and pray
state your views fully.

Belicve me yowrs very truly,
J. D. BRYCE.

P. S. Asthe above observations have been confined
to the introduction of religious knowledge into the
destitute settlements of Canada, permit me liere to re-
mark the importance of having the ministry whea
settled, properly supported. A minister, in order to
his full influence in society, ought to have a respectable
income, and in this country speaking generally, not
less than £200 a year. In some cases he should have
more, while in a few, less might suffice.
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ADDRESS
Delivered by the Reverend Henry Esson, at Muntreal,
on occasion of the Funeral of the late Lieutenant
Weir,* on Friday, the 8th December, 1837,

My Cunistiax Bretunss,

In the contemplation of the melancholy and afflict-
ing cvent which has this day spread a general and deep
gloom over the whole comnunity, it is impossible not
to feel how utterly inadvgunate are any feeble words of
mine to cxpress the emotions which penetratc and
oppress our souls,

A brave, generous and amiable young soldier has
fallen a martyr to his country—has fallen by an
untimely and tragical death.  But yesterday, as it
were, we beheld our now lamented brother in all the
fulness of life, of health, of hope, looking forward,
iuthe natural buoyancy of’ youthtul spirit, to a length-

» The particulars of the death of this lamented
young ofitcer are thus related by Lieunt. F. J. Griffin,
of the 32d—the same regiment in which Lieut. Weir
had served :—

« Licut. Weir was sent by land, from Montreal to
Sorel, at day-light on the morning of 22d Nov., with
despatches for the officer commanding at that post,
dirceting him to have the two cumpanies of the 66th
Regiment, under his command, in readiness to mect a
tore e which was to be sent from Montreal by steam-
bont, at two, v on the 22d, under the command of
Colonel Goie, woarrest some individuals at St. Charles.
The rouds were <u bad, that Licut. Weir, whotravelled
n a caleche, dul not arrive at Soret until half an hour
after Coloned Gore had arrived fromn Montreal, and
marched oit’ with his whole force to St, Charles, via
St. Denis.  Finding this to be the case, Lieut. Weir
hired a fresh caleche at Sorel, with a driver named
La Valee,(whose deposition has since been received),
and started to Join the tronps.  Therce are two parallel
roads to St. Denis, which converee tour miles from
St. Qurs. By wistake, Licut. Weir took the lower
road, (the troops having marched by the upper), thus
he passed beyond the troops on their line of march,
without seeing them, and arrived at St. Denis, about
seven, a.M.  His expression of surprice at not seeing
any soldiers on hivarrival at the village was, I was
told, the first intimation Dr. Nelson had, thatany were
on their march in that direction. Preparations were
then made 1o oppose their entrance into the village of
St. Denis, (where, in fact, no opposition had been ex-
pected),—the result is known. Licut. Weir wasmade
a prisoner, and closcly pimoned. When the attack
was commenced, he was ordered under a gnard, con-
sisting of Captan Jalbert, two men named Migneault,
one named Lecour, and a driver, a lad, named Gustin,
in Dr. Nelson’s waggon, to be taken to St. Charles.—
On arriving opposite Madame Nyotl's house, in the
outskirts of the village, the bonds with which Lieut,
‘Weir was fastened became so painful, and his hands
so much swollen therefrom, that he insisted, as much
as lay in his power, on their being loosened. This
wrritated his brutal guardians, and he jumped out of’
the waggon aud sought refuge under it; he was then
shot twice with pistols, which took effect in his back
and groin, and stabbed with a sabre through the wheels
of the waggon in various parts of the body; he was
then dragged from beneath the waggon, by the straps
which confined his arms, and finally butchered.”
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ened carcer of future honor and felicity. The wann
pulse of life beat fall and stroug in every vein—the
swell of ambition, the elastic spring of hope, tae glow-
ing ardour, the joyous sensibility, the quickenmg
energy of life, which animated his heart aud nerved
his sinews, gave no omen, no presage of coming fate
Our lamented brother was cat off in the priwwe and
vigour of his life, while ke repoiced in his youth, and
his heart cherished, and well 1t inight, as muchasany
living heart inay now chicrish, the fond, the flattering
hope of enjoying as large a ncasure of life and happi-
ness as fallsto the lot of mortality.  But a mysterious
Providence, “ whose thoughts ave not our thonghts,
whose ways are not our ways—that Gad “ whose
path is in the great waters, and his foutsteps arz not
known”-—had vtherwise determined in the decrees of
his inscrutable wisdom. Wenow, alas! mourn over
his early grave, and bebold with agonised hearts
another example,another signally impressive example,
of the vanity of earthly hopes, and the instability of all
sublunary cnjovinents.  But let us not indulge dark
and desponding views, inconsistent with thase pious
sentiments which it becorres us to cherish towards the
great disposcr of events, whose foolsteps we cannat, in
our preseni state, clearly trace, fur ** we now see but
in part—we kaow but in part—we see darkly, and as
through a glass.” We have many consolations,
brethren, 1o calin the violence and to miti ate the
bitterness of our sorrow. ‘This brave and gencrous
young officer fell in the discharge of his duty—
cmployed in an importaunt mission, he died in the
execution of histrist—he died, as a brave man would
wish to die, in his country’s cause. His graveis the
bed of honor—his dust is sacred—his memory is
embalmed in our hearts—his name is cnrolled in the
list of the brave—the devoted sons of Britain, whosc
humblest graves are like shrines or altars where thrir
country will never cease to offer the wntmie " -
grateful tears.  This Jand, this city more espedially
owes 2 deep debi of 0raumdc, ta the decea ased, and to
the other brave men, who have turned the battle trom
our gates, redeeming us at the price of their own
blood—at the peril of their own lives—from the inost
threatening dangers ; to whose prommly exerict ener-
gies we are indebled for the vigorous and, aslirna,
martal blow which has already been struck azzinwt
one of the foulest, most wacton and uanatural rebed-
livns whick the annals of the world record.

Itrust in God that we ~hall not have to pay in fature
another sacrifice 50 costly as that which we are now
deploring. I trust that our hearts are not doamed
again to be so severely wounded; and as it has been
the will of God, in his inscrutable wisdom, that this
cruel stroke should nat be spared to us, we wanld at
least humbly pray, that such precious blood as has in
this instance been vilelv and barbarously shed by
ruflian hands, may not again be drained.  *“Cursed be
their anger, for it was ficree, and their wrath, for it
was cruel.”

If it can availto sooth the anguish of his surviving
fricnds and relatives, that the uaivenal sympathy—
the universel csteem, aficction and gratitude of the
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whole community are this day pouring forth their
wartnest effusions in honor of the Jamented dead—it’
a whole city, a whole land, mourning over his bier,
aud sympathising with their bereavement—can aflord
any solace or relief w the bitterness of theit woe, this
consolation, J need not say, is most fully accorded
than, in that unexawypled tlood of mourners whicl,
like a spring tide, hasthis day overflowed our streets,
and poured its living billows after his hearseto this
commnon mansion ot the dead. He never dics pre-
maturely who has lived well, who has won in life the
good report of all who knew him. And wnen those
who have been lovely and pleasant intheir lives” are
divided from us by death—if they have gone downto
an honored grave, like him whom we all mourn this
day—whose death has been glorious, as his 1 fe was
unblemished—it would ill become us to mourn as
those who have no consolation. There is much in
the contemplaion of such a death that calms and
subdues our sorrow, while it purifics and elevates the
saut, so that, to adopt the beantiful language of inspi-
ration, * by the \adness of the countenance the heart
is made beder.”

Life in itsclf is not ablessing, apart from the duties
to which it calls us, and the high end for which it bas
been given by its Divine Author, the Father of our
spirits.  Itbecomes us, both a« men and as Christians,
to be ready at all times cheerfully tooffer up ourlives
when duty demands the sacrifice, for thisis to resign
them at the call of the God who gave them.

‘We should fecl that death, in such circumstances, is
a privilege, and not aa evil; we should feel that 'tisat
once glory and happiness to die in the cause of duty,
in the service of our country—for this is the call of
heaven ; and dying thusat our post is glory, is virtue,
mtkesizht buth of God and man.  Even the heatkens,
who had atained no clear views of imortality, and
“weee faith and virtue wanted the support of these
waoong matives and animating hopes which have
happily been so fully vouchsafed to us through a
divine revelation—yct cven they deemed it * a sweet,
a glorious thin to die for their country.”
* Duler ct decorum est pro patria mosi”

it would ill b-come us then, Christians, 1o be behind
theam in this exalted greamess and generosity of soul.
Pernit meto adid, my fuilow-countrymen, my hrother
Britony, that we shatdd ill deserve our unparalleled
national privileges, if we did not duly prize them
and assuredly we do not prize them according o their
worth, if we fecl notin out intaest sou! that life itself
isa cheap price for blessinygs so manifold and precious
as thase which a favoring Providence has conferred
Vpon our country, and w lm.h are the common inheri-
tance of all her children—blessings conferred upon
us not for ourscives only, not for our exclusive or
selfish good, but for the benefit of the human race.
Yes, Breihren, the blessings and privileges which we
cnjoy ouzht not to be view cd merely as our birthright
and patrimony—they arc a sacred deposit or trust
commitied to our custody and guardianship by heaven,

for bolicof of all mankind. And shall we not, with
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all our heart and soul and irength, guard and vindi-
cate the sacred deposit?  Oh shame, ol woe is unto
us if we do not quit ourselves like men, when the ark
of our country’> frecdom, glory and happiness is
brought into jeopardy. Let us remember, in an hour
of peril like the present, that if we shrink from a
manly defence of vur dearest rights and blessings, we
are not only traitors to our country, but to the human
race: whose best hope of progiessive amelivration—
I would speak it not in the spirit of vain glorious
boasting, but wuh profound humility, with devont
gratitude 10 heaven—rests upon the foundation of our
country's power and prosperity.

Be strong, then, be invincibly resolute, Brethren,
this day, in the persnasion that ye are engaged in the
defence of amest holy and righteous cause, in the full
assurance that ye are standing forth at this moment
against a most wanton and foul conspiracy, the snecess
of which—were that indecd possible whije we live
and retain our senses and our encrgics—would strip
this happicst of Britain's dominions of all that she
boasts, and in exchanze, would lay her prostrate atthe
feet of those who, I grieve to say, neither fear God nor
regard man.

Let me not be suppased in this place to appeal to the
violent or the venyeful passions of our nature—Goid
forbid! 1t would ill becomne my office, as a minister
of that gospel whose spirit breathes merey, breathes
peacc and goodwill on earth.  No brethren; “the
wrath of man workcth not the righteousness of God.”
These are poiconed weapons.  They are not of that
heavenly temper with which we should come forth
to fight the bautles of vur country, to defead heraltars,
and to guard the sacred palladium of her varivalicd
coustitution.

While our heasts. therefore, hurn with a zenerous,
a haly indignation against the + rjured authors and
abettors of this wiched rid peiadious revolt, more
especially while they bleed, as 1. *his m snewnt, over
the dear and precious blood which they have ruth-
lessly shed—a deed so foully doue, that it stands forih
promingntly above the common measure of their guiht
and infamy—yct it not the cnlightened spirit of
humanity, which isthe most glorweus didinetion of
our namcand of our conntry, penait us to indalge the
unhallowed fires of wordinate wrath and fieree re
venge. Far be from us, my Chrivian brethren, my
fellow-conntrymen, any taint of these malizaant pas-
sions, as unmanly as they are unchristian.  Let
us have no sympathy with those whose only attributes
arc the force, the rage of the brute, forgeiful of all
that forms the distinguishing glery of our naiure,
which is thereforc emphatically called Aumanity.

‘Togcther, with a rightcous and a holy indizmation
against those guilty men who have sown in secret
treachery the sceds of this unnatural war, of this
unprovoked rebellion, as the enemy of all good came
by night and sowed his taresamong the good seed, let
us blend this day pity and commiscration for the

THE REV. HENRY ES30N, 7

misguided victins of their villainy—wu hat the furmer
have sown—of that their blind and deluded followers
wmnust now reap the bitter fruits—their eup of misery
is indeed brimful, and many an innocent heart, free
from all participation of the gnilt, shall drink deep of
thi> cup of bitterness.  And shall not our hearts, en
anuceasion likc the present. find room for compas-
sioit eventowards them?  God forbid that they shonld
not. Weshould be unworthy of the vame of which
we make our boast—we should have no partor lot, in
the true glory of vur cowiry, 3t we did not, as much
asin us lies, strive in the present crisis to moderate
and suppress the inordinate risings of the vengzeful
passions, directing our just indignation against those
unt whose head lies the onginal guilt in all its weight
and aggravation, and on whom merey no less than
Justice, calls for the infliction of the sternest retri-
bution ot the vivlated faws of their country.

And while, on this atflicting occasion, we cannot
suppress the bursting anguish and indignation, which
are cxcited by the untimely and cruel fate of our
lamented brother, let us not forget how much we owe
to that gracious overruling Providence, which has
hitherio made tis strangers to the guilt and the horrors
of civil war, which has hitherto preserved the happy
suil of our land innocent of such pullution, let us feel
how incstimably precious are the blessings of peace,
and how sacred, therefore, is the obligation to culti-
vate good-will and mutual good fecling. * Behold
how woud and how pleasant it is,” above all other
temporal felicity, “t1o dwell together in unity, as
bretnren”  Let us do all that in us lies, individually
and colleciively, 1o quench the flames of civil discord
—to suppress those furions passious of our nature,
whicl, when they ase enkindled, burst forth like the
cruptions of a volcano, swecping over a land in a
deluge of fire 2nd blood.

Lt us with humble fervent praycrs, supplicate this
day a mercitul Providence to spare the further cffu-
sion of buman blood, and W save us from the spread
and continuance of the unspeakable miscries which
follow in the train of these unnatural convulsions.—
Lct us pray for the peace of our country, that all who
tove her and her peace, may prosper. * Peace be
within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.
£ur ny brethren and companions’ sake, 1 will now say
peace be within thee.  Because of the house of the
Lord our God, 1 will scek thy good.”

Garrx, Tur AxaToanst.—The celebrated physician,
Galen, had been disposed 1o atheism.  But when he
cxamined the human body, when he petceived the
wonderful adaplation of its members, and the utility of
cvery muscle, of every boue, of every fibre, and of
every vein, he rose from his cmployment in a rapture
of devotion, and composed a hymn in the honor of his
Crcator and preserver.
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AN ANALOGICAL ARGUMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE

SOUL'S DISTINCT AND IMMORTAL NATURB,

In reflecting on the nature of the soul, as abe-
ing distinct from tire body, and destined to a sepa-
IRte, and continued existence, after the latter has
returned to its original elements, it is proper to in-
quire whether the doctrine stands alone and isolat-
ed or whether any annlogics are discoverable in the
system of animated beings.  If it stand quite alone
—if there be nothing analagous throughout ani-
mated nature to the supposcd fact that the spirit
of man may continue to exist after the dissolution
ofhis body—then our behef of that fact must be
surrounded with greater uncertainty. On the
other hand, if numerous analogous wstances exist
inother classes of animals, in which death is not
the extinction of their living powers—then the doc-
trine that such may be the case with man becomes
more credible. Let us then proceed to consider
the force and application of this argument.

We observe then that there are many well
known facts in animated nature analogousto the
supposed fact that the spirit of man may continue
to exist after the change which we call death.

Even in regard to man himself we observe and
know that he can exist eatire in very different
#tates, and after passing through the most remark-
able changes. At the carly commencement of
his embryo existence, he is little more then an im.
perceptible spech—having within it the salient
point of life, and the developing germ of all that
shall distinguish the future man both in lus intel-
Jectual and physical character. This living germ,
the essence and model of the future being, contin-
ues to increase in size, and to be prepared furen.
tering on a more enlarged sphere of existence.
While this accumulation of material substance, a-
round the original living speck, and the gradual
developement of the perfect human fonn is going
on there is as yet, we are warranted to affirm, ato-
tal quiescence of all the intellectual and moral
powers. The powers are there, but they havenot
awakened from their torpor. The mind is there
—in posscssion of all its native capacities—bnt ere
these can expand into active operation, the living
being must be separated from its present relations
and dependcncics, must come forth from its prison
house, and enter upon the relations and scenes of
what is to it, ag a new world, As we laok upon
the newly arived stranger, and contemplate the
change that has passed upon it, we discover evi-
dence of that great law of animated existence,
that the same living being may subsist in very dif-

ferent modes, and may pass through changes nesr-
ly as remarkable, as that of death, and yet not ou-
ly survive, but be perfected by them.

T.etus consider the infant thus entered upona
new mode and sphere of life, and trace his progress
to mauturity—and we will discover him underguing
a series of changes so great as almost to consti-
tute, in their extremes,distinct modes of existence.
We beliold the infant for severai weeks, after its
birth, nearly in a state of torpor and unconscious-
ness; it feefs hunger, and pain, perhaps pleasure in
alow degree, and these are the only signs which
indicate 1ts consciousness of life. It continues,
however to grow in size. Its mental powers a-
wakenfrom their sleep. It begins to perceive, to
distinguish, to remember, to compare. The body
is nourshed by food and enlarges ; that is, it assi-
milates, or makes its own, the nutritious parts of
food, so that what belonged before to insnimate
watter, now becomes part of the living frame.

Let us detain your attention here for 2 moment.
We say that the body assimilates the nutritious
parts of food so that what belonged to inanimate
matter before becomes,after this process of assimi-~
lation, part of the living frame—bone, or flesh, or
skin, or any other animal tissue. T'o simplify this
illustration, let us name wheat as the representa-
tive of all humun nutriment. Well, this wheat,
by the operation of the stomach and other organs
upon it,becomnes flesh,or Lone, and by the daily use
of this nutriment the infunt grows till he reaches
maturity. Now observe thut this inanimate matter,
wheat, has been so changed by some agency, that
itnow constitutes the bulk or material part of the
man. The wheat hastherefore undergone a great
change. It has entered into new combinations. It
has acquired new sensible propertics ; for bone and
tlesh are altogether diffcrent in their appearances
fromn wheat. We are prepared,in a degrec,for this
transmatation of the wheat from a substance which
possesses only vegetable properties, to a substance
possessing animal properties. for we have alrcady
traced the secd—acquiang bulk fromthe soil, the
rain,the air,s0 that wehave actually seenis,through
thesc, changed into that substance which we call
wheat. It is no greater wonder therefore, that
wheat should be changed into flesh and bone
than that the soil should be changed into wheat, It
1s only matter changing its combinations, and form
and colors—imecre accidents, while all the essential
propertics continue the same.  But observe when
wheat becomes flesh or bone, it becomes united
with a new principle, which we call life, animal
hfe—a principle that did not cxist in the wheat—
and which therefore it could not acquire from it;
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for it is a truth sclf-evident, that a substance can-
not impart auy quality which did not belong toit,
This principle of life, therefore, must have been
obtained somewhere else.  The fact is, that vitali-
ty eaisted before any nutriment from the wheat
had been obtained, cither direetly by dependence
onthe motlier, or directly by fuod tuken into the
stomarh. It wasa property inherent in the em-
bryo atom,and was communicated to it by the power
of God, through living progenitors, according to
the grand law by which living beings are multipli-
ed—we say then that vitality caisted previous to
nutrition. It was the pre-existent power which
rendered nutrition possible, and without which
nutriment could never have been incorporated with
the living form. \When therefore wheat is con-
verted into flesh or bone, it docs not strictly speak-
ing acquire any quality winch it did nat possess as
inanimatematter.  But itisnow united withaliving
power, that very power which graspedit, and which
combines and shapes it into its own instruments ;
which rejects it when it becomea effete and hurt-
ful, and repairs and sustains its own instruments
by fresh supplies—until the vital power is itself
destroyed by disease, or exhausted by age, when
nutriment can no longer be assimilated : and then
the body losing that wvital power which held it to-
gether becomes mere inanimate matter, and is re-
solved into its constituent clements. It is then
£aid to dic, and to be dead.  The conclusion, then,
to which we wish to lcad vou, is, that thereisa
principle of life in man, pre-existent to nutrition
and growth—a principle distinct from these pro-
cesses, and the cause of them ; that the inam-
mate matter which we reccive as nutriment, never
changes its essential qualitics, but under the influ-
ence of this vital power, enters into new combina-

tonsand is applied to new uscs in the orzanic

animal {fraume.

Now these facts, which we think are philosopin-
cally true, with regard to the origin and growth of
the body, will scrie to jllustrate the orimin and
development of the mind, and to confirm the
doctriue of its distinct nature and immortality,—
We have scen that food cannot give vitahity, or
the principle of lhifc; for no substance can give
that which itsclf’ has net.  Can food then give
mind, or the principle of thought? Food, mere in-
animate matter, itis agreed, has not the power of
thought—how then can it impart this power ?2—
It is changed in the stomach ! True—but it has
as little of the power of thought there as when
waving over the green ficld. It passes iuto the
circulation ; but here also it has no thought. If

the finger should be pricked by a pin, no onc looks
B

for an idea coming out 1 the shape of a globule of
blood. Let us follow the blood up to the brain,
and see it change its form there into thin vapour
1 its ventricles. Do its minute and scparate par-
ticles there become thoughts, or can the whole
tahen together Lecome a thinking principle !—
Here then, we have followed this wheat through
various changes, eftected by vital intluences, until
we have caught it in the form of a subtle vaporin
the cavities of the brain.  We discovered no trace
of growing thought or rationality in its progress ;
how then does it become all at once thought and
rationulity in the brain?  Even, there it is only so
wany minuter atoms. Is it possibie that one of
these minute atoms of wheat becomes an idea of the
sun—another the idea of 2 star—another the idea
of a bottle—another the idea of a bible—one the
reverential idea of a God invisible—another the
fond iGea of the friend we love? If this were the
case, it must be confessed that the wheat has
greatly changed its properties ; has indeed acquired
properties whollv different from those of its original
nature,and we cannot tell how or where—whether
in the process of manufacture in the mill, or in
digestion, or in circulation, or in the brain, which,
by the way, is itself only wheat in a different form,
as nourished like the other parts of the body by
foreign nutriment.  This mode, therefore, of pro-
ducing thought and reason out of wheat which has
undergrone certain animal changes, may safcly bo
pronounced most uninielligible aud absurd.

But let us adimit it, for the sake of further illus-
tration, and suppose that these material atoms,
originally of wkheat, floating in the brain, have
really become idcas various as the subjects of
human knowledge, by what power can they be
coliccted into the acquirements of one thinking
couscious being 7 This dance of idess, like' the
Epicurcan danec of atoms, would necd some power
tourrange and combine them, crethey could assume
that order and connection observable in the know-
ledge of intelhigent men. What power can do
tinsif we exclude an independent and controling
mind 2 Bvenafter we have supposed matter in its
unnute subdivisioninthe brainto becapable of think-
ing, we want a uniting power, a combining power,
arctaining power. If we cannot do better, imagi-
nation must vest some big atom with sove-
reignty over the rest—an atom which after all
would onlybe an atomn of wheat somewhat changed,
Plunged, therefore, in such absurdity, we may be
glad torenounce such a theory of materialism, and
embrzce the more philosophical doctrine of acrip-
ture, that the soul ia a principle different from
watter, a specific emanation “rom the Deity ; that
as itis possessed of none of its propertics, 8o it is
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not affected essentially by any of its changes, and
cannot, therefore,undergo any change analogous to
thatof death. Al our bodily organs being formed
and nourished of the substance of wheat, may re-
turn to the origrinal elements of the soil, moisture,
air ; but the imind, which is not compounded of
these, cannot undergo any such dissolution.

These doctrincs, although they may seem some-
what abstruse and metaphysical, are, neverthcless,
practically understood and applied by every indi-
vidual of the humblest attaument, who has any
concern in the education of the young. No one
ever supposes that the improvement of the mind
has any comnection with the growth of the body,
except as the latter 1s an instrunient in the opera-
tions of the former. No one ever supposes that
the nutriment which makes the bady of a child
grow, will make the powers of his mind expand.
So far from this, 2lniost every nurse is aware of the
possibility of the body reaching maturity, while
the mind, if denied its proper culture, will still re-
main in the feebleness of infancy. Were a child
brought up from its birth in a cell, where he did not
see the hand that fed him, and was never permitted
to hear the voice of her who relieved his corporeal
necessities ; and were he, after twenty vears of
such treatinent, brought forth to the open end hving
v rld, he would be destitute of the clizef character-

s of a reascnable being—speech, knovledge,

1 feeling, ond that whatever Ins original
powers may have been ; and from such unnatural
treatment the bediy organs of mind may have
become so inapt and unpliable, thet the mnd may
never be able to use them, and the mustreated be:.y
may thus be doomed to a hopeiess idicey. Th.se
facts are universally known, and hence m the edu-
cation of the young, while we give food to their
bodics we apply culture to their minds, treating the
latter as something altogether diffuient from the
material form which clothes it,

And after this culture of education has been
applicd in its Jargest measure, when judgment,
memory, imagiuation, have been improved to their
highest degree, and the mind has heen stored with
ekill in every art and scicnce, no change has been
produced on the mind similar to that produced on
the budy. The mind, by the greatest increase of
knowledge, gains no increase of bulk, and why?
because knowledge has not length, breadth and
thickness, aty more than the immaterial being who
scquires it; it is thought not matter, as the being
who possesses it is mind not matter. Each be-
longs toa category, so essentially different, that
they have no qualities in common, and thercfore,
to infer the destruction of mind and thought,
merely becausc the moteria]l organs with which

THE SOUL'S DISTINCT AND IMMORT AL NATURE.

mind was for a season united, have been dissolved,
15 a conclusion as wholly inconsequent as any that
can be imaged.

But to pursue the analogical argument, We
observe in the progress of maz, fron: conception to
birth, and {rom birth to maturity, changes of the
most remarkable Lind, through whiek the same
being passes without losing any part of thut which
properly belongsto Lim. The boy ol saven years’
old retains but little of that body which he had on
the day of lus natnity; and yet Ins parents doubt
not, and his own conscivusness, 50 fur as it can go,
tells hun, thatas to his mind, he is the same bewg.
Proceed onward and examme this same being at
the age of ferty, physology teils us that he has now
little, if any, of the satie body which he had at
seven. Yet he is conscious to himself, that he is
the same person ; his memory can go back so far,
and ke knows that he is the same being who has
been collecting knowledge, forming habits, living
in enjoyment of many trienlly connections, pur-
suing aims; and though science teachies hun that his
body has been undergoing a constant waste and re-
production, by the wear and tear, and the nutrition
of every day, so that it is changed in almost all its
particles, he mngint weil laugh and mock were any
one to tell lum that his mind is not the same. He
knows that his body may be short or tul), fat or
lean, cid or renewed ; but wiat has that to do with
ids nund ! I is the same in its knowledge, recol-
lections, fechngs, and has undergone no change
which can afitet ats ideniity. Now obsenve to
wlhat issue we bring the argument. Ir the soul
.cnains the sume amidst the constant mutation
whicltis geing onintie body, 1f the body can adwit
many of its organs to be mutilated and takenaway,
und even its whole substance tobe reproduced, witl-
out injuring the identity of the indwelling mind—
docs not this support the presumption, that even the
whole miortal coil may be siaken off without
destroying the mind. Itis very true that sucha
total and sudden removal of the body is very differ-
ent from any of those more gradval changes which
we observe taking place during hfe; but let us
follow out the anulegies of nature, and we shall find
presumptive proof that even so great a change may
be passed without the destruction of the inhabiting:
spirit which had surviVed, uninjured, the previous
great chunges of its material organs and casement.

Eater the garden on a summer's day, and.you
may behold on the lcaves of plants, or the bark of
trees, or on the ground, eggs deposited by nume-
rous kinds of flieg, which at this season people the
air. If you watch these for a few days you will
discover them hatched into Jife, and assuming the
caterpillar form. Nourished by the bi.de on
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which they were deposited by a parent’s instinet,
they increase in size, and by and by they reach
maturity in this mode of their cxistence. When
this periad is attaived, the caterpillar fastens itselt
to a leaf or stem, spins for itself a silken shroud,
suffers the pains of death, its form is totally
destreyed, and you discover, wrapped up in the
fine sitk which it spun when deirg, a small shape-
less chrysalis or maggot, altogether unlike the
parent from which it sprung, wnch takes no food,
and scarcely exliluts signs of Dife.  Inthis state
of torpor it remuins, until the returning heat of
another summer,whenthe shapeless germ becomes
animated, creeps out of its rude casement an ani-
mal quite difierent from its progenitors, expands its
wet wings to the sun, takes fiight through the
air, adorned in the most beautiful colors, and
rangesina wider ficld of enjoyment and dehght.—
Here then we bebold, among the insect tribes,
individuals living in one form arnd dying ; revived in
another form, agam dyirg, and again restored to o
more perfect hfe. If the God of natire thus
conducts these insecis, through such desths, and
such transfonnations, while the same commnn
principle of life subsists in all the changes, why
should it be deemod incredible, unnatural, or
unphiloseplicaly that God should preserve the
living principle of man—the soul—unburt by the
dissolution of ite present body, to herit a new
and more glorious frame in some higher state of
existence ?

Bat it may be ebjoected, that this analogy cannot
hold in regard to man, for, after his death and cor.

that the prolific esscnce of that same human form
once existed within its uterine membranes
ag a speck or atom too minute to be dis-
covered by the eye of man ; and there is nothing
absurd in the conjecture, that it may be safely pre-
served in the womb of its parent curth, until it be
agam commanded by the Creator torise up a fitting
tabernucle for a celestial nature. Let us again
repeat, that there is nothing absurd in the opimon,
notlung contrary to what 1s known in the analogy
of nature, that the essential part of every body
wlich has been committed to the grave, may there
repose inthe sightof God unningled with common
dust, preserving its complete identity, until the
trumnp of the archangel shall summon the grave
to give up its dead.  Hence, cven in regard to the
body, there is nothing in the known econvemy of
nature which discountenances the idea, that it may
preserve its separate identity in the grave, and be
raised, after the slumber of ages, to a new hfe.

How wuch stronger tiien is this presumption in
regard to the mmnd, If we lhiave taken right views,
it was always a being distinct from the body, using
it only as an instrement, and, therefore, the disso-
lution of the body does not at all imply that the
soul hus sustained any damage. The particles of
that congeries of’ material organs, called the body,
are indeed disunited ; but it would be as unreason-
able to conclude on this account that the spirit has
censed to exist “as that the musician, to whom
wo have often Listened with rapture, has ceased to
exist, when the stnngs of Ins instrument are
vroken or torn away.” The musician indeed

Tuption in the grave, 1o vestige of a germ can be|caunot play when his instrument is broken, he
discovered to give hope that his existence muy be) ¢ nNot eXpress in this way the power of music, of
perpetuated in some new form.  Death, in his eoue, ' - hichi Le 13- 1aster, but al! the powers of harmony

seems to be an utter destruction of all i s
vitality might subsist, and an irrecoverable disso-
Iuticn of the compound into its constituent ele-
ments.  But let us pruse here at the mouth of the
sepulchre, and sce whether somctiing may not be
suggested to make us hesitate in pronouncing
death the utter destrnction even of the bodily
form. True, we behold no vestige of it.  Its
beauty and symmetry are consumed away. The
flesh is dust, and the bonc is dust, and whea we
take it into our hand, and compare it with other
dust, that never lived, we can mark no difference.
and it is very probable there is none : but who will
{10 so far as to deny, that there is some where it
the grave, undeected by human eye, amidst com-
mon dust, some speck or atom, containing all tha
is essential to the individual human frame, difter-
ent from common matter, possessing a power
capable of reviviscence, according to the model
which man will assume ina new world, 1If it be
objected, that we cannot sce it, let us remember,

wid stfl dwead in bis soul, and his mind will etit
luauriate ainidst their enchantments.  So it must
be, we should conclude, with the disembodied mind.
its material organ destroyed, it can no longer utter
itself to cmbodied man, But its thosghts and
feclings and remembrances—all the acquirements
ot 1ts own spiritual nature, cannot perish; they sur-
ive withit in the new condition of being to which
it siui.: be rrised by the Creator.

These arguinerts, T trust, will not be without
their effect in impressing this dehghtful dectrine
upon our minds. Were we to revolve it more
frequently, our piety would become more enlight-
eued, our devotion more fervent. We should
be more careful in the religious discipiine of our
mind, when we are assured that its thoughts,
feclings, and habits partake of its own immortality;
if vicious, they render its immortality wretched ;
if virtuous, they prepare it for the felicity of the
celestinl wotld.

N. M.
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ON THE NECESSITY OF THE INFLUENCE
OF THE SPIRIT.

Nothing can be matter of greater regret to the
Christian obscrver, than the lack of sprritual minded.
ness ‘in the hearts of many professors of the faith of
Jesus.  In our Christian commumty at large, there is
to be seenanore of the forna than of the power of reli-
gion ; nay, in many who would sensitively reject a
doubt of their Christianity, in the form itself there is
much awanting. Such as an absence of fumily
worship, or a neglect of the strict observauce of the
Sabbath. This matter of regretis, however, easily
accounted for, from the want of the influence of the
Spirit operating on tho hearts and the consciences of
professors, without whom, actuating man in alt his
movements, biasing his inclinations, and instructing
him by his light and grace, the most showy and expen-
sive works of an outward rightcousness, are Defore
God as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal, It ap-
pears to us that by the members of our Christian
Churches in genera), the necessity of the divine
agency of the Spirit of Giod is not sufficiently vicwed
and acted upon ; perhaps ministers themsclves may
be found wanting in fully insisting on this life giving
doctrine of the gospel, for, if cven when it is faithfully
declared, it is disregarded by too many, as humbling to
the pride of the human heart, how much more must it
be disregarded if set aside to give room to what are
called simpler and casier truths,

The flesh profiteth nothing; itis the Spirit that
quickeneth.  All human endeavours, though backed
by the highest intellectual attainments, will avail
nothing in bettering our own hearts, or those of others
without the Spirit. As casily can our snow clad
fields yicld of thuaselves how and when they please
the fruits of the carth.  The icy stiffness of their clods
must first be broken, the soil must be sofienced and
warmed by the genial influences of heat and rain
from Heaven, ere it will receive and vivify the sced
cast in by the hand of the husbandman; so must the
heart of man be quickened by the Spirit of God, and
warmed by the heat giving influences of picty ere
the precious seeds of God's word can take root and
produce the fruit bearing stem.  To be spiritually
minded, to be born of the Spirit, to walk in the
Spirit, and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, con-
sist not in the assumption of a name, in the mere
knowledge of Christian principles, but in the possesion
of a hidden man of the heart, and a living wader the
influence of another law than that of self interest in
the world. But what is the religion of many found
to consist in? Simply the maintaining a character
for sobriety and honesty, and attending on the ordi-
nances of the sanctuary—Dbeing able to converse about
persons better than things, the historical faets of
scripture better than doctrines, the doctrinal parts
again better than the practical, and the practical again
beter than the cxperimental.  Worldly mindcdness,

INPLUERCE OF TRE SPIRIT.

a restless onxicty afler the increase of property,
speculation in buying and sclling, in a word, the love
and the service of Maminon seem to influcnee the hearts
of too many who, by naming the name of Christ,
profess to have become so alive to eternal intcrests,.as
to have their hicarts in Ileaven, their treasures there,
and their conversation there also!  While the heurtis
choked with the cares of the world, filled with sclf
sufficiency aud vain concett, the door must be closed
against the entrance of the Holy One, to enlighten, to
kindle and to gladden the soul.  Much of the speedy
growing princples and wishes of the werld require
to he subdued, ere the peaceable fruits of righteousness
can be yielded abundantly.

In the revival of vital rcligion amongst a people,
two things, so far as man is concerned, arc indispensi-
bly required : First, ministers being more spiritually
minded in their proaching, fully and frequently holding
up to the view of their hearers the necessity of the
power as well as the form of religion, of their being born
of theSpirit as well asof water; and secondly,Christians
gencrally engaging more carnestly in prayer for the
outpouring influcnces of the Holy Ghost upon them-
selves and the Chureh at large.

It was the complaint of the celebrated Howe, of
pious memory, * That the Spirit was in a great mea-
sure gone, vetired cven from Christian assemblies”—
If, in the Christian assemblies of the Puritans, distin-
guished for z¢al, fidelity, learning and piety on the
part of their Divines, such a complaint was made, might
it not also be made in the present day.  The want of
thesuceess of ministers invefonning the hearts of their
acarers, the failure of their most zealous and unremit-
ting endeavours in the cause of conversion, though
backed and supported by the high commands of God
and the promises of Heaven and the threatening of Hell,
cannot be otherwise accounted for. The pleasing a
people by cloquence, by zeal, by enthusiasm or phils
anthropy is one thing, to profit them is another. A
name for popularity may be gained so as to sccure
crowds to follow a preacher wherever he goes, but this
will be no guaranty in itself of his success in clevating
the tone of spiritual mindedness.  Iowever mortify-
ing to the pride of talent and the consciousness of
supcrior gifts, nothing can be achicved in begetting
true religion in the heart without the influence of the
spirit of holiness, for he it is who taketh of the things
of Christ and sheweth them to the soul; nor can he
be expeeted to be largely given, unless fully acknow-
ledged and confessed—acknovledged in the high
places of the sanctuary and confessed in the prayers
of privacy. Iow goodly that custom observed by
somec of the old Divines in acknowledging the need of
the aid and blessing of the spirit prior to the clucida~
tion of the particulars of discoursc! How awcing to
our feelings, in reading their private histories, to find
them so much given to prayer for a blessing on their
labors.  They knew what it was to water, as

well as to plant ! .
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Living as the present gencration do, in expectancy,
¢! the enlargement of Zion, and the dawning of
better days to the Church throughout the world, it
should never be forgotten by Christians how much the
duty of prayer for the gifts of the Spirit ought to be
engaged in by them, greater unity inthe fuith among
Cluistian sccts, the cultivation of brotherly kiuducss,
greater power and efficacy in preaclung the word to
sinners, and edification and comfort to the upuight, we
are encouraged to consider would he the consequent
of a **spirit of grace and supplication.” ‘F'here is
much sin in the world, and too many are to be found
in the midst of sin turning a deaf car to warning and
reproof. But & higher Court than the judgment and
the foclings of wicked hearts should be applied to.
God himself should be besought, for the kingdom is
his, and the power is his. On him must we lean,
and not on our own understanding ; for fatal . e
delusion of measuring the capacities o° morwa. s
equal to the energy required in produaing the power
-and the life of Christianity in those who are still
without God and without kope in the world. The
spirit of the Lord is not straitened. Ready is this
Holy One i answer to prayer and dependence on
him, to apply effectually the gospel of Jesus to the
mind of man, Frequently, from the Ark of Heaven,
that celestial Dove is sent forth to distribute his
gifts on earth; frequently docs he return without
finding a rest in hearts where the troubled waters of
corruption are cast forth like a swelling fountain—
All hail to that messenger when scen roturning with
the olive branch of peace to inspirc with hope
the children of men.  Once having room to abide
he will return and dwell in the heart for ever.

B. R.

PRACTICAL SERMONS.
No. L

By tue Rev. Jonn Coor, a. M. MiNister oF ST,
ANprew’s Cuvrcn QuEBEc,

Whether therefore ye cat or drink, or whatsoever
ye do, do all to the glory of God, I, Cor. x. 31.

Ttisclearly the doctrine of the Bible, my fricnds,
that every action of our lives may be and shonld be a
religious action, that is should be performed witha
regard to the will, the approbation, or as it is in the
text the glory of God. Yet so loosc and imperfect
are the notions which prevailin the world, concerning
Christian morality—-concerning that duty which the
Bibleteaches and God requires, that 1 doubt not, to
many of my hearers, the proposition now laid down,
that every action of our lives should bea religious
action, scems a strange and unwarrantable novelty.
Aud some may he ready instantly to condemn it as
incompatible with the ordinary duties and the ordina-
ry cwploymentsof common life. But such a ground

REV. JOUN COOR. 13
of condcmnation, is only a proof of ignorance, as to
what that is, which constitutes a religious action. It
istaking for granted that that title is due only to strict-
ly devutional exercises.  Whereas it should be con-
sidered, that as devotionalexereises may be performed
in 2 worldly spirit, and su bave no claim to a religious
rharacter, so may worldly and common duties be.per-
formedin a religious spirit, and be justly entitled to
the character of religivus actions.  That is in
truth and in reality a religions action; it is acknow-
ledged and aceepted, and will be rewarded by God,as
such, in tie perforunance of which God's will is re-
garded as the rule, and God's glory as the end, what-
ever be the nature of the action in itself;, whether of a
more solemn or more common characler.

Therc is no doubt a distinction between those du-
ties which are of a strietly devotional nature, and the
duties of common life. Dut assaredly there is not
such 2 distinction, asrenders the one necessarily more
rehgrous than the other.  Both may be and should be
alike parts ofthat devotion and service which as
creatures we owe unto God.  There is an apparent
religiousiiess about the oncj there is an apparent
worldliness about the other.  And weare apttothink
that buith must be, only what they scem to be.  If we
seca man diligently studying the sacred scriptures,
or engayged in the exercise of prayer, or waiting up-
on God, inauy of those ordinances which he hath ap-
poirted, we have nohiesitation in saying that he is en-
gaged in religious dutics.  ‘Whereas, when we see a
man diligently cmploying himself in the active pur-
suits of life, in the dutics, it may be, of a humble and
labuiivus calling, the notiun that he is religiously em-
pluyed, is not natarally or necessarily suggested to vs.
Heis to all outward appearar.ce, and he may bein re-
ality, occupied exclusively with worldly things. . And
we are ready to sapposc that his occupations can have
nothing of a religivus characteraboutthem. Where-
as, if he is continually scuing God before him,
if he is performing every part of his daily work, as
in the sight of God, and as unto God, if in all the
activns of common lifc, he has the same pure and ho-
Iy intention, the same design to do the will and to pro-
mote the glory of God, as in exercises of a strictly
devotional nature, then, every thing he does, common,
hiumble,nay even degraded asto men itmay appear, as-
swnes the high and holy character of a religious duty
—is purificd and ennobled by the exercise of christian
principles. The hwnblest drudgery to which our lot
mnay call us, becomes asacred walk, honorable even
in the apprehensions of men,and accepted of God,when
donc as unto the Lord, because the Lord requires it,
and in the hope of a blessed reward, which the Lord
shall hereafler bestow on it. In the most humble
worldiy condition, and in the exercise of what the
world estecems but comnmon duties, we shall be animat-
cd wilh a spirit, which will give value to every thing
we do, in the sight of God—we shall be laying up for
oursclves treasures in Ifcaven, and becoming every
day morc and snore mcet for the inheritance of.the
sains in light, if we be striving in obedience
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to the Apostolic injonction of the text, ‘Whether we
eat or drink,or whatsoever we do todoall to the glory
of God.”

But is it possible for man in his present condition
and circumstances thus, inall he does toset God be-
fore him, and to seek His glory? Is itnot an im-
practicable duty always to remember God, npd to act
unto Him, a duty which ncither the constitution ?f
our minds, nor the necessitics of owr condition, will
admit of being carried into execution. On this sub-
ject, the practicableness of the duty required in the
text, of acting always unto God, and doing all to His
glory, suffer me now very shortly 1o address yow.
And in doing so, let it be remarked, that a duty com-
manded, may, it is possible to conceive, be iinvracti-
cable in two ways. It may be impracticuble, be-
cause positively beyond the reach of the physical, in-
tellectual or moral powers, with which we are en-
dowed. Oritmay be impracticable, because alto-
gether in opposition to the whole of our tastes and ha-
bits and affections. Were we commanded to impart
the power of sight to ore who was born blind, or
whose organs of vision were impaired and imperfect,
there would be an impracticability of the first sort—
that is an exertion of powe. of which we are alto-
gether incapable. Now Godin Hisword, never calls
us to the exercise of dutics, which are thus impracti-
cable ; to duties, for which we are incapable, by our
natural constitution,or by our exicrnal circumstances.
His law is in all resgpects, holy, just and good,most
reasonable and excellent in its own nature, suited 10
the capacitiesand fitted to promete the happiness of
all, on whom it is enjoined. And “we do mo<t assur-
edly mistake the nature and extent of the duty en-
joined in the text, if we interpret it in such a way, as
tomake it require, what neither the nature of our
minds nor the necessities of our condition admit

That we do so misinterpret the text, when we de-
clare it to require that every action of ourlivesbe a
religious action that in all things God must be ac-
Imowledged ; that every part of our daily lives
should be considered as a mattcr of holiness and offer-
ed unto the Lord ; that inall the actions of common
life we'should have the same pure and holy intention,
the same design to do the will and to promote the
glory of God, asin exercises of astrictly devotional
nature; some may, I doubt not, bz ready 1o affirm.
They will declare it to be impossible to be always un-
derthe influence of religious feeling, while engaged
in the daily and necessary employments of life, as in
those amusements and relaxations, which are in theiy
pature innocent and in their results wseful. The
mind cannot, they will tell us, be continually oecupied
with two trains of thoughtat onc and the same time ;
cannot have present to it,the great and holy God,
and bealso taken up, as is necessary,with the common
parsuits and the common dutics of life.  Such are the
assertions which many do readily make,when pressed

to comply with the duty of the text.  Andif these

REV JONN COOK

assertions were inall respects true and sourd, then
must the reasonableness and obligation of the duty,
as we haveexplained it be given up. Tor assuredly
the godiy life, which the Bible requires, and which it
jmperatively enjoins on all, as the end of their ctea-
tion, as the end to effect which, Christ died, and the
spirit of grace andtruth, worketh in men’s hean, is
not a life withdrawn from the world, its cares and du-
tiesand employments.

But these assertions are not in all respects, true ot
sound or applicable. It is very possible for the mind
to be continually under the influence of some one
dominant passion or principle, which shall operate
within it, almost alway's, in a sensible manner, and at
all times dircet and guide it ; which shall give to the
whole of our sentiments and conduct a certain and
peculiar character ; and which inthe great majority
of ouractions, and in all important steps in the course
of our lives, shall be felt and followed as the guide of
our conduct. Let us come to examples of this, Take
for instancc,a man in whom the predominating pas-
sion js vanity, an inordinate desire to scem wise or
greator good, in the eyes of his fellow.men; a dis-
position to seek and to be satisfied with their applause
and approbation alone. Iput ittoyon,asamatter of
experience or of observation, whether sucha man
may not be guided by this his ruling desirein every
thing or almost cvery thing, he either does or says;
whether you have not seen people, in whom it wasve-
ty evident, that every word, every action, nay we
may almost say, every look or motion, was reguiated
in such a way, as to secure, at least in their own ap-
prehension, the wished for admiration; in whom, it
was quite plain that the desire to please was always
uppermost in the mind, yea, and the though. too how
that might best be sccomplished. But who ever ob-
served that such people were necessarily withdrawn
from comwon duties and employments, by this their
ruling passion ? Nay, is it not a matter of observation,
that by means of it they can be, and they are stimu-
lated to these? It imparts a certain character, it
givesa definite object to all they do. But they never
feel that it necessarily impedes them in their worldly
dutiesznd employments. These may all be soing on,
and they do all go on, in the ordinary way, whilean
wnder current of vain thought and vain fecling is
ceaselessly passing through the mind.

Now, my friends, let me ask you, would the case be
different, if instead of the low and base desire of
pleasing men, there was in the mind of an individual
the one great ruling desire, in all things, and atall
times, to please God. Is itfor a moment to be sup-
posed, that that desire, would, more than the other,
tend to counteract the particular ends of life,or to
unfitmen for worldly employments and worldly du.
ties, Assuredly it isnot. Letthedesire to please God,
be asstrong, in a man’s mind, I do not say, as it may
be, or as it should be, butas we do very often see the
desire of pleasing men to be, and it will doubtlessgive
a religious charactet to the great proportion of his ac-
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tions, It will affect and@ modify, and materially in-
fluence the whole of hislife and conduet, Yet it will
not be felt, toiuterfere in any injurious way, butthe
contrary, with the employments and daties of ordina-
ry life. 'When that desire, that ruling principle is
implanted in a man’s heart—in the heart of a man,
who though on worldly principles, hadbeen in the ha-
bit of acting with uprightness and diligence in the
duties of commion life, he has got no absolutely new
thing todo. e hasnotto enter on any mental pro-
cess towhich he had before beena stranger. 'There
had always been an under current of thunght andfeel.
ing passing through his mind ; and that has only
changed its charucter. Before, it was vain, cr it was
ambitious, or it was sensual and selfish, Now it is
godly. ‘The pursuits of life go on, as they did before.
The mind is not more distracted, than before.  Yetis
anewand holy and religious character imparied to
every action of the daily life. The rule of 2ction is
different. The motive which leads to action is dit-
ferent. The end to beauained by it isdiffeient. The
man, may, it is very possible, be doing the very same
thing, engaging in the very same employments ; and
yetthere is thisgreat and essential differcuce, thit
whereas, whatsoever he did before, he did unto men,
orunto himself, now he doesit heartily unto the
Lord.

It were easy to multiply examples, all tending with
sutficient clearness, 1o establish the same thing, as that
1 have now brought forward, viz : that the influence
of any one dominant passion or principle, though iis
power be continually, or almost continually felt, over
our minds, and though it aiicets the whole of our con-
duct, does not necessarily withdraw us from common
duties, and employments, I shall only call your
attention to another iustance of a nature as intel-
ligitle and more pleasing Let us enter into one
of these happy families, and blessed be God, amidst
all the wickedness which abounds in the world, there
are still many stch, in which domestic love and kind
affection rule with gentle sway in the hearts of all the
inmates. And as far as we may be zble, let us take a
survey of their daily doings, and look into the inward
springs of action, by which they are moved, and the
thoughts and feelings, with which the ordinary labors
of the household are accompanied. Look to the
father, on whom, by the arrangements of a wise
Providence, is Laid, theduty of carefully providing for
his family, by hard, and it may be, almost incessant
toil for the supply of their daily wants, He rises
early to the labor, to which Providence hath called
him, and during the long day, his mind and body hoth,
may be occupied with a hundred different things,
with an endless varicty of carss and duties and
employrents. Yet, doesnotone thought, one prin-
ciple, onc affcction, lead him to all this un-
wearied exertion, which, in a great measure at least,
prompts him to all his varied occupations, and which,
if not continually and immediately present to the
mind, is yet everacting upon it,and ever stirring him
up to fresh and unwearied activity ? Is it not the
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thought of the confiding partzer, or the helpless little
ones, whom he has lcfi behind him, and who depend
for all their comfort on the diligence and assiduity of
his laburs 7 Is it not that fanly affection, which God
hath put deep and strong in raan’s heart, since on it
the very foundations of human society were to rest%
Does that thought, thz. affection, 1ask you, disturb
or distract hiwm in his worldly employments 7 Nay,
does it not cheer and bless and stimulate and diguify
him in ail his exertions?  Say then, if—we need not
say, insicad of, but—-superadded to these, there were
alse, the principle of godliness in his mind, the ever
recurring thougit of the great Father of lights, from
who.n cometh down every good gift, and of \ae merci-
tul Redeemer, who died that hie might live, would
that enervate or wonld it strengthen, would it disturb
orwonll it stimulate nim?  Would itnot strengthen
his hands, and encourage his heart? And just asthe
priuciple of family affection rendered every part of
his daily toil or labor of love precious in the eyes of
his confiding houschold, so would the principle of
golliness, render it also a religious work, accepted of
Gud, aud 10 be approved by Him, in the day, when he
shall judge the world in righteousness, and give to
every man according as his work has been,

Look again to the mother. Her duties and employ-
mentsand cares are altogether different.  But they are
not less important, or difficult, cr numerous, or requir-
ing less constant exertion, or less of self-denial and
patience. In the guiet retirement, as it may seem, of
asmall and Lumble family, how many busy daties,
iay not she have to perform? Think of her assidu-
ous and waiiring watchfulness, her meek and wake-
ful tenderness, her wise and affectionate forethought.
Think of the thousand efforts, she every day makes,
10 amus2, to ocenpy, to improve those whom God hath
given her. Think of the self-denial she exercises
in giving up for them all her own tastes and feelings;
if indecd that may be called self-denial, which is.
scarcely felt as such, so pure and perfect is a mother’s
love. Thitk of the numberless plans she daily forms
and executes for the peace ard comfort and happiness:
of har household. Howstrange would seem to her the
suggestion, if in the midst of her many cares and her
manytoils, anyone should hintthat the continual pre-
sence of her husband and her children in her thoughts,
would disturb, and distract her in the discharge of
her dutizs, Why, tkat she would say, is to me the
very spring of action, prompting me to all I do, and
making me happy in the doing of it. And why, my-
friends, should the loving God, be less powerful or
more distracting in a christian’s heart, than is such
love as 1 have now described in a mother’s heant 1—.
God is cntitled to 2 place in our affections, beyond and
above what any or all created things can claim, both
as being infinitely excellent and lovely in himself,
and being 10 us the source of blessings, the aumber
and the greatness, of which are beyond all reckoning
of ours. And why, is the supreme Jove, 1o which he
is entitled, and which he justly claims from. us, as
created by his power and upheld by his bounty, ind



16

redeemed by the blood of his vwn beloved Son, why,
if such love dwelt in our hearts, should it not'operate
in us, as the love of her houschuld dues iu a mother’s
heart—malc us do what God hath told us, is pleasing
in his sight, and malce us hapoy in the doing of it?

Once more—let us look to the children,  Their oc-
cupations and duties may be various, accoiding to
their age, their strength, their difivrent capaciites of
labor. Yet, all may be busily employed, and moved
to diligence and exertion, by one aficction.  Mav not
that belove and reverence for their parents; for those
who waich over them with such unceasing care and
solicitude? The desire to please them, may be what
sets them 1o work, and what, by its continual recur-
rence to their minds, keeps them at work. Themore
it is present to their thonghts, the more are they
excited !o zeal and diligence, in the ewnployment,
whatever beits nature, in which they are engaged.
The more distinctly a feeling of love and dnty to a
parent is guiding and animating their minds, the
better will every thing be done by them. And can
any one say, why or how, i should be otherwise, if,
instead of a feeling of love and duty to an earthly
parent, it were a feeling of love and duty to a Father
in Heaven? Why should the one thonghy, the one
feeling, be more distracting than the other 7 Alas, it
is but our own evil, ignorant, ungodiy hearts, which
ever prompt us to think so. To us, fallen creatures,
it seems a hard and an impracticable thing, in all we
do to remember God,and 1o act unto him, to seek his
glory, and to have every part of our lives consecrated
to his service. But to onc of these bright spirits,
which surround the throne of the Most High, and
excel in purity as they excel in strength it may scem
just as strange and impracticable for any of the moral
creatures of God, to do otherwise.

But in discoursing on the practicablencss of any
duty, we advance a great step, when, from shewing
that it may be done, we shew that it has been done—
And by whom has thisgreatduty ever been performed?
It was performed by one, who was i man like our-
selves, save that he was without sinj by one, who
shared in human feclings, who suffered uader human

_ wants, who was in all points templed like as we are;
by one, who, in addition to all iic did and all he
suffered for us, has left us a perfect example, for our
imitation, for our instruction, for our encouragement,
and in whose steps we should ever strive to walk.—
The one sacred principle by which the holy mind of
Jesus was ever actuated, was a decp and devoted and
exclusive regard to the will and the glory of God his
heavenly -Father, Every action of his hfe spoke it,
even though he himself had not declared it,—*1 scck
not mine own will, but the will of my Fatker, who
sent me.” He was never double minded. He was
never distracted by contending passions and princi-
ples. His one aim was to do the Fatler's will ard
advance his glory, and his whole life was devoted to
the work. All other feclings and affections, which he
had in common with those whom he cundescended to
call brethren, were subject to this one great princigle.
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Amidst all the labors of his toilsome life, as in all the
agonies of his ignominious death—Not as 1 will,
bat as thou wilt, was the language of his soul.

N

Let us not say, that the holiness of Christ, we may
not hope toreach. Itisaholinesswhichwecanatleast
imntate ; and though we may never attain to the full
pericction of it here on earth, if we are Christ's
fanthtal followers, we shall constantly be striving to
attam it. The measure of the holiness of Christ,
should be the only measure of ours.  We are wanting
i the lofly ambition by which the genuine Christian
should be distinguished, if' we put up with any lower
standard.  Let the same anind be in you, says the
Apostle, which was also in Christ Jesus, What
Cliristas a man did, he can cnable us men todo. O,
then let us, e dependence on his grace, set him, our
blessed Loord, betore us, and act to him in singleness
of heart.  Let us no more seck only to please our-
selves, or 1o aet just as our own wayward humours
and passions may direct us,  Always let us keep God
before us. Always let us strive to keep up in our
minds, a sense of his presence, of our responsibility.
Let us humble ourselves in the dust, while we review
our past lives, and cunsider how little of godliness
there has been in thom.  Let us come with hwmility
and carnest desire and holy thanksgiving to the blood
of sprinkling, which alone can wash away the gailt
of all our ungodliness, and to that blessed One, who
will send the Spirit of grace into our hearts, to keep
them, and to sanctify them, to cleanse cur very
thouglhts, and make our whole lives a sacrifice, one
continned sacrifice of praisc and thanksgiving anto
him. Be it heneeforth our one aim and desire to
know God, and to please him in all things, Letthe
will of God, and the glory of God, be to us, as the
cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night, which
cuided Isracl through the wilderness, and * Whether
we eat or drink, or whatsoever we do, let usdoallto
the glory of God.”

Earny Recorrecrions.—*1 used to be called &
Frenchman,” says the late John Randolph, an Amen-
can Statcsman, ** because I took the French side in
political matters, and though this was unjust, yet the
truth 1s, I should Lave been a French Atheist, had it
not been for oue recollection, and that was the memory
of the time when my departed mother used to take
wy little hands in hers, and cause me on my knees to
say, * Qur Fathier which art in heaven.’ ”




LETTRER TO THE REV. ARCIHDEACOX STRACHAN.

To the Rev. Dr. Jokn Strackan, ArcAdescon of

Toronto,
Veyeraste Sir,

Asg you have thought proper in yonr
6th letter addressed to the Honorable W, Morris
to make soine strictures on a passage taken from a
letter of mine, addressed tothe Rev. Wm. Rintoul,
containing certain matters of complaiut, I may
take the liberty in my turn, of making some obser-
vations on what you have stated.

1 quote first the passageonwhich vour strictures
are founded.

“In the return from Niagara Mr. McGill thus
writes, “ Noaid from Government for building vur
church. We have rather been defranded by it of
what was justly due tous. Qur church wasburned
down during the late war, while occupied as a Milita-
ry Hospital.  All buildings destroyed while given up
to the King’s use were paid in fall out of the Military
Chest ; but from some malign influence our just claim
was refused from this svurce. T'he conscqiience was
that we were classed amongthe general suiterers not-
withstanding the specialisy of our case, and the spec-
al rule acted on insimilar cases; and our claim of
£600 was reduced to £400, and this sum wasnot re-
ceived until the present year (1837) without interest.
We reckon ourselves therefore injuriously kept out
of £200 by the officers of Government who reported
on our claims, and the interest due on £600 for more
thantwenty years. We beg thai the Honorable Wil-
liam Morris will draw the attention of His Majesty’s
-Government to this hardship,”

As you have not denied the facts contained in
amy statement 1 need not produce the evideuce on
which it is founded. If you presume to dispute
the facts it will then be time to preduce my autho-
rity. Butthe following statement of yours, rest-
ing so farasI know, only on your own authority,
may be generally true, and yet irrecoucilable with
Athe particular instance.

‘ The Board which sat on the War Losses was ap-
ointed by the special orders of the Secretary of State
for the Colomes, Lord Bathurst, and was independent
in its proceedings and not under the control of the
Provincial Government. It was composed of Gen-
tlemen of the first respectability in the colony, aud
-each case that came belore it received the most care-
ful consideration, and was decided without fear or fa-
vour according to its merits,”

Here you positively affirm what you cannot
know. WWhat means of information have you that
they were independeat in their procecdings, and
not under the controul of the Provincial Govern.
ment? Were you a member of this commission,
or in any way intrusted with its secrets?
And even admitting their perfect independence of
the lacal Government, whichl m'ght readily be-
lieve, what evidence have you that their own per.
sonal prejudices did not bins their judgment while
deciding on our claims 7 Whatever the cause may
be—and at this distance of time it may not bevery
easy to discover it—we have lamentable experi-
ence that our claims were rejected under a
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malign influence. The facts in my posses-
sion, deponed to, and declared by credible
witnesges——-are first ¢ that the church was
given up to the Medical depurtinent of the'
army on this frontier foran hospital, with an ex-
press promise that it should be returned in the
same state in which it then was, as soon as anoth.
er building could be got for his Majesty’s troops:
that it was accordingly fitted up asan hospital ; &
used as such until Niagara was taken by the enemy;
that the Americans seecing the officers and soldiers
of the British army walking about the church, set
lire to it, and the reason whicli they assigned was,
that by converting it into an army hospital it could
not be considered any longer a church, ana that
they had- seen individuals of the Britisharmy that
morning viewing their worka from the spire of the
church with a spy glass."—Having conversed with
several of the aged and most respectable inhabi-
tants of the town of Niagara who have know-
ledge ofthese things I have found my statements
amply confirmed. The building was given up for
the King’s use, and our complaint is, that from
some malign influence, for in the presence of these
facts which must have been kuown to the.com-
missionets, to what else can we attribute it 2~the
loss was not paid, out of the Military Chestac-
cording to the general rule on which,.as I am jn-
formed they acted.

These facts would not, it is probable, have been
adveited to by me, in my communication to the
Moderator of Synod, had not the fact of the ex-
clusive, long continued, partiality of His Majesty’s
Government towards the Episcopal church at that
time strongly forced itself upon my attention,
While the Presbyterians were treated,as I have stat-
el above,the Episcopalians received £500 Stg. out
of themilitary chest for the repairing of theirchurch,
which bad also been used in a similar way, but
had not been totally destroyed : the walls were
standing. Thisassistance was given to that church
moreover ata time when its minister was wholly
supported by the Government, and no burden fell
upon the people.  While the Presbyterians whe
had built their church at their own ¢harge, and
when they were able also supported a clergyman
wholly at their own charge, were denied even the
amount of loas which in their loyalty they had sus-
tained, and the effects of which they had not so
far recovered nearly 20 years after—as to be able,
(to use their own words *) ¢to rebuild a place for
the public worship of Almighty God.® Thishow-
ever four years ago they were able to accomplish,
and at a cost of more than £2000, they have built on
the site of the church that had been hurnt down—
a house for the worship of their Fathers’ God.
While they had straggled thus for themselves in
rebuilding their church, and in maintaining, with
a trivial aid, their pastor—they were astonished,
when they wereinformed of the establishmentof a
Rectoryin the Township—endowed with two farms
of 200 acres, lying within the Township, and 500
acres of land in some other quarter ; While the
new Rector had under cultivation numerous ‘town
lots, the real owner or destivation of which isnot

¢ Memortiat to Lord Dathouste,
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known. It is this partiality which ia the ground|ed Synod or Presbytery of Upper Cunasda. We

of our complunt and dissatisfaction. have just looked over the names of the original
- . contributors to the church, afew of whom, and ma-
The Letter writer goes on to state, ny of their descendants, are still belonging to the

* 1 find from documents before me, what would oth-| COngregation, and we verily believe, that not one
erwise seem incredible, that the church constituting | ¢an be pointed out who had ever any connection
thic case of hardship did not belong to a congregation | with the United Synod; and it is a fact noto-
of Presbyterians in connexion with the Church of | rious that the personswho have from the earliest
Scotland ; that it was never occupied by such a con-1 period taken the most active part in the congrega-~
E that dencmnasion i the whole Provinae fof imang | om Wete never connected with that body, but

! rovir | were originally and always of the Church of Scot-
years afler this church had been destroyed. lxan;]. ; I‘f[u?]yyi;deedd ﬁizmdother countries, from
This is one of those oblique and crooked state [ “on? io,a" y and the descendants of U. E.
ments of which innumerable instances are found in ,[n‘zﬁfilnst sl;u‘l‘t ?ri;’r?":sgl]“(’ll:i?utl'}(‘:%lnt;::l{i]}:'élo;;:vc::;.
these ]etters, s_ltogether f?'}lwogf:y °g 4 (ﬁmstmn ways been disposed to jo'n most heartily {vith t.o1n
minister and diguitary of the Church, ~Honesty |3, %o ming o minister of the Scottish natronal
and candor would easily have ascertainedthat the Church, and at this day 1, as th tor of th
bardship was sustained by the Presbyterians of Nia clhurch,’may declare m; co,nvictio:, rt);:to;'e?v cto:
fbam(,}}‘:v hethhel;‘(ér mt)lt t!:ie.y we&'e;]n tc(;r}x:mumon with gregations in Upper Canada of a mingled national

e Laurch of Scotiand ; anc that the same con-|guod, “nrosent a fairerspectacle of Christian unity,
gregatxonux]s still subsisting with nsmucgconunmty or liave borne heavier burdens without repining.
‘;b‘{{ o B" col;,g:egatlog in UN;Q' .a}r::ga Sar} It ia very true thatat different periods since the
,'; ibit,  Dut whatever documents mightbe be- congregation was first formed, as far back ag 1795

ore you, or however well acquainted the individual they were under the nec::ssity of engagin !
who furnighed them m':.ly be with t}l,xetl’ resby ter;'an such persons, professing to be ministers, as ch;ncg
:::;grega_tlgn, f?’fh"e ame to sttatat a ?V:’tl atftt:t threw in their way, and their fortunes in this re-
conyrgezg o e;i es"“:e't’l’ a'?f;,”fd,z o le spect, with perhaps one exception, furnish & niel-
tooEmgac;Em W‘:‘: ‘;) '3] e‘: ::‘on‘ of ath bs‘:ﬁ‘.":" ancholy lesson of the evils arising from the prac-
were  of tl':'ep "t ¥ R %h e ll- that ethu tlwg tice too common it new countries of receiving ad-
individuals °w“[: '°"f n‘sl;g;” ;nme”' tha: hal?‘ venturers of unknown characters and unsettled
the bal 0 d"‘; 1 i+ that ¢ this | Principlesas the teachers of a Christian people. But
cle means beonged to 1t; that even atthis|yoyean make nothing out of his admission in sup-
early period, had it been within the power port of yourassertio§ ; for none of allthose wgo
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;’f h“h"- colngreg;uon, fhf’{ w°“f]dth":‘gt gh;d: preached to the congregation of Niagara, had any
4 di;xe we come'“ a m“;)'s e’;} o b a d""c i | connection with the United Synod except one, and
ancifit was not till 1328 that they obtained a mi-| o "y 00 me his evidence will readily be given
nister of that Church~~the Venerable Archdeacon to the trath of the foregoing statement

at his next visit to Niagara, may catechise, if he going ment.

please, gome of the ulder inhabitants, and he will
Jearn how deeply this circumstance was regretted,
and how serious a detriment it occasioned to thein-
tereste of religion in this place. Farther the writ-
er of the documents might have safely stated-
that had the members of the Episcopal Church
since 1790, when the Rev. Robert Addison was
sent out to this colony, been burdencd with the
erection of their own church and the maintenance
.of their own minister, it might have been even later
than 1828, before they had accomplished these ob-
Jjects ; and should the present incumbent be remo-
ved from his place~which may God prevent—and
they be left to themselves, as the Presbytenans have
been for the last 30 years, it may earnestly be wish-
.edthat they will prove as exemplary in bearing
the charges of divine ordinances among them, -
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Let me repeat that the members in connection
with the United Synod were not the sufferers ; that
they were not the contributors to the church ; that
the parties some of whom are stil] alive, were the
contributors and the sufferers ; that nearly two-
thirds of 'the whole War Losses were due to Mr,
Andrew Heron for 20 years, who for all that peri-
od was kept out of most of the principal and all
the interest, and who reccived his last instal-
ment only a few months ago. It was due
to him because he advanced th2 money for the
erection of the church, or purchased the claims of
others, Then, sir, even admitting your assertion,
which we have now proved to be inaccurate, that
it was “occupied bythe Presbytenans who now
form the United Synod Presbytery of Unper Ca-

nada,” you ought tolmow that the occupiers of
We quotethe following :— acl:urch may nottbeb thqtgroﬁriﬁtom, anddconver;_
u . . sant as you seem to be with all the proceedings o
pnggzirf:&m&&fnf? :::1 Yila: l}?ﬁc“}gif;‘d g‘;ggg the colonial council,you ou%ht ~i50 to be aware that
or Presbetery of Upper Canada. They were the suf- the lot on which the church was built was origin-
ferers and 1o them the remuneration, be it great or.|2lly obtained for the church of Scotland, that no
small, of right belongs.” temporary occupercy can invalidate the patent, and
S that in point of fact, «the remuneration, be it
The first assertion here made, whether found|great or small,” belongs to the adherents of that
ed on the document before you or not, is|church, Butitisnot, sir, one ofthe least remark-
incorrect.  The church of Niagara never was oc-|able circumstances of your history, that your hos-
cupied by the Preshyterians who now furm the T.iit-|tility to the chuich of Scotland effforesces on all
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you write and on all you do. And were it not that
this admitsa ready explanation from what is knows
of men who without valid reasons have abandoned
the faith of their fathers, we shonld have decmed
your sentiments and actions altogether inexplicable.

What then, Sir, must we think of your assertion
thatthey were the suffercrs and to them the remunera-
tion, be 1t great or small, of vight belongs. 1t sure-
ly became you as = teacher of truth, and & friend
of religon to be particularly cautious in the state-
ments you put forth, especially when these were
in opposition to statements furnished by one who
had ample means of procuring accurate informa-
tion, and no motivebutto putit forth fairly, Noth-
ing could be gained by a departure from veracity,
even did you conceive me capable of it, and noth-
ing lost by my adherence to truth. Butin the
perusal of these letters, on part of which these
strictures are made, nothing has more amazed me
than the bitter promptitude, with which you assait
the characters and motives of men, who are noth-
ing inferior to you in public estimation, and the
odour of whose names will remain sweet when it
shall be reckoned anobject of desirein the pro-
vincial church.that yours should be forgotten.

After these statements, venerable dignitary, I
wouldfainask what we aretothink of yourassertion:

“It is not easy to conceive a complaint so reckless
or so completely discreditable in all ats bearings, It
isnot made by the party sufiering, but by une who had
nothing to do in the matter, and received no damage.”

Is not the first plainly a slander ? Is not the last
an untruth ? I am aware that you will probably
throw the onus on the documents before you.—
Come out with the documents ; let the author be
knowa, We nt least have nothing to dread from
the consequences. And there are not a few people
in Niagara better acquainted with its earlier state
than I can be, who may furnish you and the au-
thor of the documents with some valuable portions
of our church's history.

It is not my intention in this letter to make any
general remarks upon your letters to Mr, Morris,
though slandered by you in numerous instances, in
common with the whole Presbyterian body, I might
Justly use the liberty. But 1 cannot pass by the
opportunity now offered me of making one obser
vation on one of your own reckless and insolent
assertions in which I um more persanally concern-
ed. The concluding paragraph in the pamphlet
containing Mr. Morris's correspondence, which
you mention as the production of a “contemptible
and venomous writer,” seems to have produced in
yourownmind #a mortification altogether mad-
dening.” I venture to say the Hon. Delegato of
the Presbyterians has not been half so maddencd
by it,nor even by the many“venomous”things that
you have written against him, although it appears
ina place where the inobservant may be led to
think he'is more concerned in itscontents, That
vou should feel its sting cannot be deemed surpri-
sing—that you have not better concealed its ef-
fects, your sober minded friends will perhaps be
inclined to deplore. That you are the fountain
and origin of the evil that has arisen from the esta-

blishment of Rectories in this province—and who
can calculate its amount present and remote?
those best acquainted with the secrecies of its
administration will very readily believe. I confess
that [ cannot entertain the opinion that the late
Lieutenant Governor, & man with whom it was
impossible to converse without being deeply im-
pressed with hia sincerity and honor——could have
been guilty of an act prunounced unauthorieed and
ilegal by the highest authorities in thse reslm—aa
act done within a few days of his resigning the
administration into other hands—{ cannot believe
that it was entirely spontaneous on his part, or
that had he continued in the government he would
either have doue it, or sanctioned it. To recon-
cile this hasty and illegal step with the views
which'I have always entertained of the character
of Sir John Colbotne, I have been compelied to
surmise that some selfish and busy body had plied
his jesuitical arts upon the unsuspecting veteran, §
amidst the hurry consequent on his departure from
the province, had overcome his better purpose, and
persuaded him 10 an act which has proved a blot
on his fair name, and a thorn in the side of his suc-
cessor; & amongst all the officious meddlersinstate
affairs, of notoriety in the province, it did not seem
to besafe to guess that any one would be more apt
for such officious dealing, or more reckless of the
consequences than the Archdeacon of Toronto.—
While I think the act dishonorable because it was
clandestine so far as the Home Government was
concerned, and dishonest in go far s it has been
pronounced contrary to law,I can easily conceive
how an honorable man might be decoyed into its
perpetration, But the decoyers~—~whatcan I think
of them ?=That they are blind, selfish, thetarnish-
ers of an honorable name, the encmies of the peace
of this province,and within it the subverters of Bri~
tish éupremacy ! Sir I canscarcely account for the
s#contemptibleand venomous” effusions which have
lately dropped from your pen inreference to this
transaction, without a strong suspicion that you
ave very deeply implicated in the gnilt of it ; that
the now obsolete despatches procured through
your industry at the Colonial Office were obtruded
into notice at atime when confusion and haste
prevented their deliberate examination ; and now
when you see the detestation in which the act
is held by nine-tenths ofthe people of this pro-
vince, many ofthem the most enlightened mem-
bers of your own communion, you have rushed
forth an”infuriated champion, and forgetting the
sacredness of your profession and your official dig-
nity, vou have indulged in a strain of vituperativn
against the best in the land, ina style which you
must. have borrowed, not from the calm and chaste
writers of the Church of England, but from the
head rebel on Navy lsland, Oh, how fervently 1
wish that his “contemptible and venomous” spirit
had departed with him ! But truly it is not easy
to silence the suspicion that his tattered mantle has
fallen over your surplice—and the thought is
mournful !

I know right well,venerable dignitary,the estima~
tion in which your political, and perhaps I might
also say, your clerical career is held in this

quarter ; and entertaining, as I have always done,
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sentiments of regard towards the Church of Eng-
Jand, which 1 have freely declared in all my iuter-
course with the members of that communion, [ feel
the less scruple in holding up to rebuke and ani-
madversion, your unfounded and malicious asser-
tions, and the very uncandid and rancorous spirit
you have muuifested against us, I am persusded
your charges against the Presbyterians  will not
passat a high velue herejand that they wilinot dis-
turb our tranquility: although they may awaken re.
gret,in which we will ind many to sympathize with
- ug,that you,elevated to 2 conspicuous place inthe
Episcopal Church, should use your “tirone® for
thie purpose of scattering more effectually # fire-
brands arrows and death,” when your holy fune-
tion requires you by every means to proutote peace
and unity. It must moreoverappear to every sober
person that you have chosen a peculiarly ivauspr-
. cious tituufor the display of your clerica! virulence
against the Presbyteriaus of Niagars, (I lcave to
others their own defence,) for it” any thing iore
than another could foster within them a couviction
of their title to perfect equality of right with the
members of the Episcopal communion, the circum-
staucesin which they are now found must do it.
All ot them,(as they have been calledon) notonere-
creant, have gone forth in support of Jaw and order
& British dominion, I believe it maybe shown that
more of our people belonging to this town are in
arms, than of any ather Christian denomination ;and
since these tronbles commenced, they and their fa-
niilies have suffcred not a little, and may stil! have
miote to endure ere affairs are restored to their ac-
customed order. And is this a time for a pam-
pered dignitary who has enriched himself with of-
tice and preferment, and donatives, to tcll
them that a simple andrespectful narration of the
neglect they have sustained in their religious in-
. terests is “discreditable in all its bearings 2 Is
this a timec to vend the notions of bigotry and
exclusiveness, and tell soldiers who are the
sume in danger, that they shallnot be the same
in recompense? Or is this a fitling time to
compel us to come forward in our own de-
fence with a re-statement of past grounds of
complaint—when too we have reason to hope
and believe that the reign of exclusiveness hns
passed away, and the reign of justandlegalrights
is commeuced-? With all sincerity, and un.
ruffl=d by any irritation, J declare respecting these
Jetters ofthe Venerable Dr. Strachan, that I have
not since my arrival in this Colony, read within the
rame compass 3 greatee ninnber of mis-stated
facts, of inconclusive deductions, of unfoundc:
charges against the characters and motives of oth.
ecs, or any thing that breathed a more bitterly viru-
Jentspirit. It is indeed with pungent sorrow that
1 thus recriminate.  Your sacred office, your
advanced age,your station inthe community, the
honour which the church has conferred upon you
should have operated powerfully to induce you to
acta becoming part ; butall these bcing forgotten
by you aggravatas the wrong you have juflicted on
the Church and Province.

Tam Sir, your ob't servant,

ROBERT MACGILIL,
Niagars, Jan'y j2th, 1858,

LETTER FROM THE TRUSTEES OF SAINT
ANDREW’S CHURCH, TORONTO, T0
ARCHDEACON STRACIIAN. '

IloNoRaBLE AND VENERARLE Str—

We the undersigned, Trustees of St. An-
drew's Church, having frequently asserted that we
hod never received any lands in aid of our Church
from the Government of this Province, think it due
to our character to advert to certain statements which
have been published in newspapers throughout the
country, in the form of letters written by you, and al-
so in a pamphlet under the authority of your name,
alleging that the Presbyterian Churceh, in connection
with the Church of Scotland in this City, has received
from the Colonial Government various grants of Jand,
all of which you specify in said letters and pamphlet,
the terms whercof as respects ‘Loronto are as fol-
lows :

“ Toroniv,—Gratted on the 3rd September 1535,
southerly half of Yot No.2, in the 4th concession Last
Yonge Street—100 acres. Again 7th April; 1836, on
relinquishing the above, the Commissioner of Crown
Lands is instructed to set apart 200 acres in some
convenicnt place for the purposes prayed for, besides
the Government Lot north side of Duchess Street,
containing half an acre. Granted a tract on Ist De-
cember 1824, for abdurial ground.”

We ascure you, on the contrary, that though grant-
ingmay havcbeen with you equivalent to veceiving
something, the case has been widely different with us.
Notwithstanding your statements so confidently set
forth, we pray you to be informed that we havere-
ccived no Jots, nor picee of ground whatever, not so
muchas space to build our church upon. It is true
that some time age the Com:nissioners of Crown
Lands were instructed to set apart 200 acres in some
convenient place for the purpose prayed for, but in
point of fact, whatcver lots were made known 10 usas
S0 setapart, were found upor examination to be of lit-
Ue valuc to any oue, and to us, so far from being
insome convenient place and for the purposes prayed
for, not worthaceepting. This we found to our dis-
appointment, aficr 1most diligent search and repeated
applicativns, after many petitions cxpressed in the
most respeetful tenms, and signed by most respectable
persons inthisCity. Asto your statement respecting
the Government lot north side of Duchess Street,
containing half an acre, whichby a curious gramma-
tical constmction, you unwillingly, no doult, lead
the puhlictobelieve is separate and distinct from *'a

!
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tract for a burial ground,” whereas ihey are onc and
the same, we beg yol'l to take our word for it, thatthis
lot, or these, if you please, were never granted to us,
nortoany Presbyterian Congregation in connection
withthe Church of Scotland, nor ever by us, or by
anyone else sofur as we kiow, understcod 10 be so
granted.

We have the honor to be,
Honorable and Venerable Sir,
Your most obedient hunbie servants,
(Signed,)
ISAAC BUCIIANAN, Chairman.
JOHN EWART,
WILLIAM ROSS,
WALTER ROSE,
ANDREW TOD,
GEORGE TIENDERSON,
ALEX. BADENACH.
Tothe Honorable and Venerable
The Archdeacon of York.

DR. STRACIIAN'S CHARGES AGAINST
THE PRESBYTERIANS OF CANADA
EXAMINED.

\When the subject of the erection and endow-
ment of" 57 Rectories by the late Licutenant Go
vernor of Upper Canada, was first brought under
the notice of the Synod, no member of that body
imagined that the ministers of the Episcopal Church
had much to do in the husiness, or thatany blame
whatever could be imputed to thein. We have
oftener than once both in conversation and debate
seen a person who had ubviously wmiscuiceived the
true object of blame called to order, because his
feelings hiad Jed him to indulge in observations a-
gainst those who could not fairly be considered as
involved in the blame of that transaction ; and all
whom we remcmber to huve taken any part in
these discussions, were wont most explicitly to af.
firm thatit wasan act for which the EpiscopalCler-
gy,eitherindividually, or as a body,were in no way
responsible. Accordingly the Synod very properly
came at once to issuc with the Executive Go-
vernment on this question, and, intheir resolutions
paseed on that occasion, to which we shall advert
hereafter, stated very plainly and forcibly the rca-
sons of their protestation. Whatever opinions
any perty may entertain of the strength or irrele-
vancy of the grounds onwhich these resolutions

11

rest they do not in the remotest manner cast any
blame upon the Episcopal Clergy, nor even upon
Dr. Strachan, The whole cuntroversy was made
to rest, where it ought to rest, with the Executive

Government, by whom the evil complained oﬂud
been done.

So far as the proceedings of particular congre-
gationsinthis Lusiness have come under our. re-
view, the same discrimination as to the true
source of the evil has been mamntained. It is very
possiblethat in the great excitement which thie
measure created, and in the much speaking which
it called forth, there inay huve been uttered many
vain and toolish words ; yet though we felt our-
selves tobe the agrieved party, we do not recol-
lect,in all that webiave read upon the subject, any
statements which impugned the matives or as-
persed the character of the Episcopal Clergy. As
we have already stated we kuow one or twoin-
stances in which this was most explicitly guarded
against, the true question brought back toview
with careful discrimination,and the whole blame of
ihe act was asserted tolie with the ExecutiveGo-
vernmenty and with it alone the controversy was
to be agitated,

Among the many unhappy things connected
with this transaction, it would have afforded us
sincere pieasure tad the Vencrable the Archdea-
con of York evinced the same wise discrimination,
and foliowed the same just and charitable course.
Implicated indeed as he has been in so many of the
wcasures which have created so much dissatiefac-
tion throughout the Province, among all clasees,
for many years,and very deeply in this—not the
least obnoxious of them—it was not perbape to be
wendered at, that he should imagine that he hada
special call to ohtrude himself into the discussion,
although in so feras the Synod of Canada was
concerned lic wes cvidently no party.  As howey-
er it may be thought he was at perfect liberty
to do this we enter o dissent.  But we have most
scrious ohjections to make on the spirit and man-
ner with which he has executed his self-appointed
task,

On the gencral matters contained in hisaddresy to
the Clergy of the Archdcaconry of York, we do
not fecl oursclves called to make any observations.
Wien these touch not us, what necessity isthere
that we rhould declare any opinion conceming
them? Writers enjoying more leisure thean we
have might perhaps with some advantagetothe
cause of sacred truth animadvert on some of the
thevlogical hcresies contained in it; but we are
hanjily engrossed with more agreeable and im-
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portant duties. Our observations will be counfined
entirely to the statements aud cliarges, in which
the intercsts of the Presbyterian Church aild the
reputation and character of its ministers are wvolv-

Having got over many singular and queer things
in the address, we reached the following :—

4 There'liesbefore me a religious analysis of the
members of the present Howe of Assembly which
appeared in one uf ourmost respectable journals, and
which has never been comiradicied, mn whics 1 find
thinty six out of sixty-two, the whole number of Re-

resentatives, given to the Church of England, while
g\'e only are assigued tothe Church of Seodand.
New were weto take these inembersas inaaiing tihe
relative pr%ponim\ of thetwo M. s wonldnot
L apprehend be found very far fionn: auth. Tuisad-
mitted that the same journal gives four members ty
Presbyterians not of the Church of Scotland, and
therefore the Presbyterian denomination taken gener-
ally counts nine or ten Representatives ; bt the Kirk
repudiates the other Presbyterians, and caunot there-
fore take credit for any more than their own five,orl
believe from a recent vacaucy, six Representatives.”

This passage evidently shews that Dr, Strachan’s
skill in the science of ecclesiastical statistics—so
cclebrated since the appearance of his famnous ec-
clesiastical charl in 1826, deservedly excites very
high admiration. It is manifest, and many will
doubtless bz gratified by the discovery, that age
hes in no degree impaired his factlty of collecting
singular premises, and drawing very extraordinary
conclusions from them.  We shrewdly opine that
there is not another learncd person in Canad,
save and except the Doctor's sclf; that could have
ventured ta publish any thing half so profound as
this. Thatthe numbers of a religious sect in any
district in Upper Canada is to be inferred from the
religious denomination to whichits representatives
in the House of Asseinbly may belong,is a conceit
so far beyond what any ordinary man would form,
that we are absolutely ccstatised with its out of the
way originality,and yet its framer, conscious of liis
own vigorous grasp, and plainly familiar with the
magnificent, withiout any apparent disturbance of
thought, complaceatly avers—¢it wouldnot I ap-
prebend be found very far from the trush?  We
do not happen to know much of the religious pro-
fession or character of many of our Assembly men.
Could we be convinced that 2 true ccclesiastical
census might be deduced from this knowledge, we
should covet an opportunity of catechising them
sepanately o2 their relizious crecds; albeit we have
somefcars that several of them would ilibrook tobe
“targed tightly ” on this peint. But secing, as we
Jjudge, that the ccclesiastical census of the people,
cannot be inferred from the ccclesiastical census of
the House of Asscmbly, unless it be at the same
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time ascertained, that the latter carried their elcc-
tion solely in consequence of their attachment to
some particular creed, we do not feel much con-
cerned about the uncontradicted statements of re-
spectable journals, or even though the fact rested
on much better authority, It will however, we
believe, be seldom found that religious profession
enters as an clement in the judgment of electors
choosing their representatives.  We have vigited
the polling booths, looked upon the candidates at a
safe distunce, hicard them occagionally adventure
on a speech, narrowly obsesved the freemen rumb-
ling up to support their favorite, and we never
could discoverthat religion was there exerting the
slightest intluence. Mayhap however we were
not enough sharpsighted, and Doctor Strachan
after all may be right ; hut let us not be pronounc-
ed captions, should we desiderate more proof than
he lus furnished in his address,

Upon what authority we may ask does the Ven-
crable Archdeacon assert that “the Kirk repudi-
ates the other Presbyterians?” As lovers of truth
we do not hike tu read these loose assertions”made
by one whoshould be not less alover of truth than
ourselves. A very little inquiry might have con-
vinced the writer of the address that the assertion
which be has here hazarded is without even the
thinest shadow of a reason. It isknown to all
who have giveneny attentionto the proceedings
of the Synod (und no man should presume to say
any thing about them who has not giventhema
little attention) that they have been laboring for
several years, and are still zealously laboring to
promote the unity of the Presbyterian body on
principles as charitable as they are enlightened.
Our eflorts moreover have been attended with
some measure of success, Several of the ablest
ministers of the United Synod, together with their
flocks, have becn admitted into our fellowship ;
and had it not been for the machinations of our ene-
mies that success had been greater : toward this
object our prayers and exertions arve earnestly di-
rected and the Venerable Doctor in  his haste and
antipathy asserts what is not true when he says
« the Kirk repudiates the other Presbyterians.”

The following paragraph displays in a manner
not less striking,the Doctor’s statistical science:—

% There are_other grounds of approximatingloa
just estimate of our relative members.  The first sci-
tlers in the Provinee being U. E. Loyalists were prin-
cipally sumbers of the Church of England, and since
that period the number of Emigrants from the United
Kingdom has doubtless borne a proportion to the va-
rious religiovs denominations of the parent State.
Now of the twenty-four millions which the three
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kingdoms are said to-contain six are sugposcd tobe
Roman Catholics, four Presbyterians and other Pro-
testant sects, and fourteen, including the Wesleyan
Methodists, of the Church of England. It is, there-
fore, sufficiently clear that the Emigranis must beara
proportion tothe respective churches. It is notassert-
ed noris it necessary to contend that such proportion
is exact, but it is matter of demonstration and agree-
able to common sense, thata much greater number
will emigrate from fourteen than from four millions.
But our desire is to set this matter at rest by ascertamn-
ing in a legal way the exact number of each denunu-
uation, and not leaving itto mere conjecture.”

Where did the Venerable Doctor find his autho-
rity for asserting that the United Ewmpire Loyalists
were principally members of the Church of Eng-
land ? We shrewdiy opine, it is to be foundin
that faculty of his which a few years ago discov-
ered a general movement throughout Upper Cana-
s, towards the Church of England., But grant.
ing that they were principally of the Episcopal
communion, what conclusion can be drawn from
thisasto their presentreligious comection 7 for
no one knows better than the Doctor that multi-
tudes, including the descendants of multitudes,
change their religious persuasionin a much shorter
period than half a century. There is too great
reason to fear that from the very great destitution
of divine ordinances inUpper Canads, no small
proportion of the descendants of the U, E. Loyal-
ists have turned aside from the religion of their
fathers, whatever that inay have been; and even
of thuse, belonging to the Episcopal communion
whohave helditfast,it would be very extravagantto
imagine that they atalladmire the political career
of the Venerable Archdeacon, or are at all inclin-
ed to support the veryextravagant views of church
‘policy which gain for him in Cauada a distinction
s0 unenviable.

Farther, we hold that the Doctor’s notions re-
“specting the religious statistics of the United
Kingdom are wholly apocryphal and doting ; such
-as can never be for & moment entcrtained by any
one but himself. For the object we have at pre-
sent in view, however, it is not necessary to enter
upon any exposute of them. But, even essum-
ing the Archdeacon's ecclesiastical census of
the United Kingdom, we confess that we cannot
"jump to couclusions with such agility as he,
albeit we be much his junior, and greatly exceed
him in length of limb. As for instance :=-
“it is a matter of demonstration and agreeable
to common sense, that a much greater number
will emigrate from fourteen than from four
millions.” Now for the life of us we cannot
follow the Doctor in this demonstration ; for it
sccms to us that on certaim very probable suppo-
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sitions the four millions may furnish a grester

number of emigrants than the fourteen. The

Doctor cannot have forgotten the barren hills and

poverty of Scotland, of which the natives of that
country have of late been so tauntingly reminded,

and he must know that long previvus to his own

adventure into Canada, multitudes of his country-

men had found their way thither, while, as yet, few

emigrants had left the richer fields of the south ;

and the Doctor will own, that in consequence of
thig, .and continued subsequent depopulation of the

mountains of the North, his countrymen are found

in every corner of this province. Now, the same

cause may continue to produce the same effect,

and the smaller population of a sterile and confined
territory may send out a greater multitude than

could be induced to leave a more genial - climate
and a richer soil.  'We suspect that the Doctor has

left these and several other important arguments

out of the demonstration, and that it is very far

from being entitled toa place in any standard book

in statistical science, a class of books, by the way,

in which there are as 1nany fictions as in the adven-

tures of the celebrated Baron. But we wish at
prescut to avoid affirming any thing on this point,

cither in demonstration or conjecture; we will not
even imagine what nuinber have come or shall
come from the aforesaid fourteen, and four millions
respectively, or what may be the religious creed of
the product ; we shall leave it, us the Doctor after
all liag left it, beautifully indeterminate, and acqui-
esceinhis proposal ¢ tosetthis matter at rest by
ascertaining in a legal way the exact number of
cach denomination, and not leaving it to mere con-
jecture,”

The subject of the rectorics, the gquestio
cruciata, the Venerable Archdeacon approaches
with manifest and shudderiug reluctance, and after
an exordium on the state of his own feelings, he
thus narrates its history :—

“ Tt is2 painful subject and very difficultio deal with
in Christian charity, as it has heensedulously continu.
cd by theClerg *and members of the Church of Scot-
landin aspiritby no means comnendable. 1shall,
however, touch upon its history from its commence-
ment tothe presenttine asgently as truth will allow.
The Synod of the Presbyterians in connection with
the Church of Scotland recommended to theiv differ-
ent congregations that they should meet and
titions tothe Provincia) Legislature against the Rec-
tories.  Thiswasaccordingly done, and the Petitions,
as might have been expected, when urged by such
authority, werein gencral conceived in of
unnecessaty bitterness and hostility.

“You are aware, my reverend brethren, that the
contest respecting the Clergy Reserves was
many years ago by the members of the Kirk, and ha:
becn perseveredin to this day with increasing violence
and pertinacity. For a time they made a common
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cause with othér denominations against the Church,
and some of the petitions,, besides the destruction of
the Rectories, still pray torthe division of the Reserves
among all sects, or their appropriation to the general
purposes of education ; or, in other words, for the
support of infidelity, for education separated frowm
religion, can lead tonothing clse.

Thereis some truth here, and as sometimes hap-
pens in history, when the historian is not perfectly
impartial, some fiction. Wherefore should it be
expected that the petitions, “when urged by such
authority, were in general conceived in language
of unnccgssary bitterness and hostility 7' Dig
¢ the authority® recommend this? Far from it.
But the fact is, the petitions, in so far as they
were framed on the resolutions of the Synod, (and
we believe they generally were so framed,) con-
tained no bitterness, no hostility, against the
Church of England; and although some of them
may have reprobated the act of the government
establishing rectories with severity, it was the
severity of truth. Nor was this “unnecessary.”
It was most loudly called for in the circumstances
of the case, and much more justifiable than was at
that time certainly known,

The contest respecting the clergy appropriations
was begun, as 1s truly stated in the Doctor’s
history, many years ago : and it may safely be
.affirmed that it has been persevered in, not with
increasing violence, but with a kind of pertinacity
of which the Doctor himself affords a very notable
instance. It is a pestinacity moreover not very
Jikely, it would seem, to give way on ecither side.
As for the diversity of opinions prevailing among
the claimauts,it is not very remarkable, The
Doctor's own opinions have been frequently set
forthas if’ they were the unanimous opinions of
the Episcopal Clergy. They never, in so far as we
-know, have, ou this subject, lisoed a dissent from
the dogmas of their « ecclesiastical superior.”—
And as for the people .belonging to the Episcopal
communion, few of them have espressed opinions,
«<oinciding with those of the Archdeacon of York,
while a goodly number of them, we happen to
know, are by no means favorable to his sectarian
-and exclusive conceits. ‘T'he Presbyterians, on the
other hand, long denied their just and admitted
rights by the Colonial triumvirate, were often Jed
into warm discussions on this subject, and who
‘can wonder, if; among so many, all asserting their
entire freedom of thought and speech, there should
‘be many opinions ; that some should make a com-
mon cause with other denominations, that some
‘shiould prefer education, and others shonld main-
tain that resds and bridges were more deserving of
the Clergy Reserves than any clergy who might
svalk upon them ! If the Doctor takes the trouble

to inquire, or if he choose to remember the fate of
his exclusive petition in 1832, among the several
vestrics and congregations of his church, he will
discover that diversity of opinion prevails very
widely on this subject among the members of his
own communion,

We quote again from-the address :——

‘¢ In consequence of the ireat number of petitions
presented to the House of Assembly on this subject,
at the commencement of the last session, they were
referred to a Select Cumittee to report upon their
prayer. Another Select Committee was also named
to report upon the best mode of disposing of the
Clergy Reserves.”

‘It is not necessary to enter into a minute detail of
the proceedings of the House on the reports presented
hy these two Commiuees, or the violent efforts
made to destroy the only provision for the dissemi-
nation of pure gospel principles existing in the
Colony. as they have yet failed; but on looking over
the different divisions, it is most afficting to see that
some of the most furioas opposers of the Church and
the most cager to deprive I;mr of her vested rights
pretend to be?ong to her communion.”

With the rebuke here administered to the adhe-

_|rents of the Church of England, we have, of course,

nothing to do. If it be justly merited, they will,
it may be hoped, receive it with meekness, and
hereafter evince greater consistency. Were we
of that communion, unwarped as we are by the
passions withwhich the writer is evidently inflamed,
we would spurn it from us with indignation, even
though it had come from a higher dignitary than
that of an Archdeacon. Do they require to be
told, that while they ought, as Assembly men, to
be the nursing fathers of “our Apostolic Church,”
that, as the representatives of the people, they
have other rights .and other interests to guard
besides those of the Church of England? Must
they yield up their judgment to Dr. Strachan in
their iuterpretation of the constitutional charter 2
Must they be schooled by him into right views of
what will promote the peace and well being of the
cominunity 2 And must they submit to bhis
ecclesiastical anathema, because, in their character
as legislators, they follow the dictates of their own
judgment on this and every other question an which
it may be necessary for them to deliberate ? We
verily belicve there may be found among the
s¢thirty-six representatives given to the Church of
England,” men who have been lorger in her com-
munion than the Archdeacon of Toronto; men
whose carliest associations are most affectionately
entwined with her ritual ; men, who from the
purest love to the Church of England, would
neglect no proper means of advancing her in-
terests, who yet would uiterly repudiate the

Doctor's legal love, and the exorbitant pretensions
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of certain of her advocates, Though horn in
this church (and if they be true and consistent
metnbers of ity it is a distinctionfor which they ought
to-be deeply grateful,) they have by no mcans
pledged themselves to regard all her dignitaries as
endued cither with un apostolic spirit, or apostolic
wisdom. And surelyif any of them have discovered
that onc of their prelntes has been carried away
with & grasping and ambitious temper, is seeking
to promote his ownends by trawpling on the rights
of others, we need not be surprized should such a
prelate be afllicted by secing many sons of the
church become his “most furious opposers.” DBut
if' it should be fonnd that some of the thirty-six
representatives given to the Church of England are
really very looscly connected with her communion,
and are very indifferent both to her real and sup-
posed interests, the fact should teach the Doctor
that itis very possible for a church to enrol smnong
hier adhberents those who will rather shed & blight
over her than be her glory ; and however much it
ey be the fashion to magnify the number of u
churcl’s adherents for political purposes, she may
after all have very little reason to boast of the
illegitimate accession.

Let us now lisicn to the Venerable Archdeacon’s
commendation of thc six Assembly men ke has
giveu to the Kirk :

“ Not so the thembers of the Kirk, fur they not uniy
uphold their church, but seck to envich her by
every exertion intheir power, aud never for a mement
compromise what they 1l her claims, however pre.
posterous or absurd ~ Bt alas! the peison of a spu-
rious liberality hasshed its blizht over many of those

.

who oughit 1o be the nursing Fathers of our Apostolic
Jhureh, and for the sukeof a hollow populanty they
lend themselves 10 rob and betray her, and thas
:acri’f,xce their principles as honourable and religious
nen.

We do not happen to know much of the six
Scotchmen who have on this occuswon Leen the
object of the Doctor’s sinister commendation ; but
we think we may venture to aftirm, if they have
uplield their church, it must have been on the
strength of their own pockets, as thousands of their
countrymen, and other brethiren of the same futh
throughout the laud, have done. Butasto their
cfforts with government, over which the Doctor
Las had more influence, they have indeed becn most
lamentably unsuccessful. No wan is better ac-
quaintcd with this fuct than the late presiding
Councellor of the Exccutive.  No nanyif hie chose
to writea history of the unsuccesful applications of
our people * should be betier qualified ; and " n
two or three iustauces, on the persevenng apph-

* Seevol.3, poge 20,
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cation-of an influentinl member of cither house, a
glebe lot was obtained, i1t was only, we suspect,
to gild the Doctor's tele when he should find
vccasion to expatiate on the hberslity of the
government 1 granting glebe Jots to the Presby-
terians.

Let the eix follow the example of their square
in the Assembly, and never advocate claims pre-
posterous or absurd ; for this tarnishes the lustre of
their Spartan mflexibility, and converts into vulgar
Scotch obstinacy, a quality which could never
clicit praise from the Archdeacon of York.—
It is menifest, however, from what follows, that
he still regards his countrymen with some lingering
attechment, while Le looks with great sternncss

and suspicion onmanyof his new spiritual connec-
tions : .

# Now, however much we daffer in apinion from the
Scotch Presbyteriaus, we cannot but approve of their
firmuess and devetion to their church, and, 1f justice
were on their side, we should consider them entitled
to our admmration; but we repudiate as unworthy
those who declare themsclves members of our chureh,
while thev seeke her temporal destruction and degra-
dation.  Were we seeking aggrandizement or graép-
mg at more than our legal rights, they might find
sume ground of justification; but we desire bare
justice only, and this much the members of our church,
if honestanen, are bound to support to the utmost of
theiv power; and, if they do not, they are none
of us.”

ITow very unfortuaate is it that, in the Doctor’s
Judginent, both sides are blind ! The Presbyterians
fancy that Justiceis on their side when she is not 3
and while she standeth, as the Doctor opines, very
mamfestly on his side of the line, few of his breth-
ren can discover her.  Sad state of matters this!
Olh! for farty-two hoxes of eye-saive to these
Assenbly men, (what si:all be done with the others
we camiot say), that anointing their pur-biind
eye bulls they might discover justice, and apportion
the Clergy Reserves to whomsoever they rightfully
belong.

But let us hear a little more of the Address :

* Toone imporiant result, and to one only, did the
House of Assembly acrive after much discussion,
romprised in e fullowing resvstion, which passed
by a majority of thirteen jna house of filty-ihice
members :—¢ Resolved, that this Jiouse regards as
tioviolate the rights aequired under the Patents by
* which the Recturies have been endowed, and cane.
¢ nor therefore, cither invile ot sanchon any inci-
¢ ference with the rizhts thus established.

¢ Ilven ou this resolution, so just and reasonzble in
itself, and whici could ot have been otherwase without
disturbing the tilles 10 projarty through the whole
Coluny,we have the moriificaiion 1o sce somg opposed,
who cull thenselvesmembess ol the Chuieh of Enjg-
land.  Itwounld be vaia to attempt to reconcile such
condiuel either with consistiency or cutreriness ot
principle.”

Tt was a very pretty thing indecd for the Hovse
of Assembly to resolve thut the rights acquired
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under the patents should be inviolate, before they
had ascertained how these patents were granted !
So far a8 we can- learn, the good simple minded
majority, guided by their own unsuspecting inno-
cence, without entering upon any mnquiry on this
subject, although it had stirred up jealousy and
indignation from one end of the country to the
other, took it for granted in all good faith, that
every thing was firm and fast.  We confess that
we also, in our simplicity, were something of the
eame nund. Not that we would have been quite
satisfied, even had the law ofticers of the crown de-
clared that the establishment of fifty-seven rectories
by Sir John Colborne were vahd and lawful acts.
The problem would stl have remained unsolved,
whether the perfect legal formality with which the
act was done, rendered it honorable and just. A
very grievous injustice may be inflicted in accord-
ance with the strictest forms of law; and our
opinion of this transaction will not be changed
even though ¢ the learned gentlemen® discover,
un a revision of their judgment, that they are in
error.  But of this hereafter,

‘“In regard to the arzuments,” continucth the
Doctor, “ used in the Petitions of the Scotch Presby-
terians, though copied in a great measure from the
resolutions of their 8ynod, we cannot concede to them
the slightest force, while they betray not a little
coarseness, selfishness, and bad temper.”

Now let us take a look at these resolitions, and
sce whether there be aught in them, which should
uffend the refined delicacy of the Venerable
Archdeacon by its coarsencss, or his very liberal
disposition by its selfishness, or his own great
eguanimity by its bad temper :

¢ 1. That ever since the formation of congregations
and the settlement of Ministers in conneciion with
the Church of Scotland in these Provinces, they have
claimed, both in virtue ot the treaty of union between
England and Scotland, and the Act 31, Geo. 111, com-
monly called the Constitutional Charter, ** a commu-
nication of all rights, privileges and advantages,”
equally with the Church of England ; ard this claim
has been in various ways advocated with the Govern-
ment, and so far admitted as to render any infringe-
mentof it, duriag its pendency, an actual injustice.

2. That such a violation of tkis claim has been
made by the recent act of the. Lieutenant Governor,
instituting rectories according to the establishment of
the Church of England, cntitling Rectors * to hold
and enjoy all rights, profits and emoluments, as fully
and amply, and in the same manner, and on the same
terins and conuditions, and liable to the performance of |
the same dutics” asthe incumbents of Rectories in
England; in as much as the said act gives to the
established Rectors an ceclesiastical jurisdiction
which this Church can never recognize, and mani-
festly has the effect of placing the ministers and
members of this Church in the same relation to the
Episcopal body as Dissenters in England are in to the
CII:lxrc 1 established there 3 except in so far as lnited
by Provinciu! Siatutes.

3. That the Synnd feel the more deeply agarieved
by this measure as it is not only a violation of their
long preferred, and yet undetermined claim, but
because of their firm “conviction that an exclusive
esteblishment in these provinces is impracticablerand
unjust, and because, by Ruyal Message 1n 1832, the
whole provisions of the Charter re?erring to the
Clergy Reserves having been committed to the Pro-
vineial Legislature for revision, to proceed to estab-
lish an exclusive and dominant Church is in these
circumstances a flagrant br.ach of faith on the part
of the Government to the ministers of this Churcg.

‘4. 'That the Synod declare their deep sense of the
wrong thus inflicted on them, do now solemnly pro-
lest aguinst an act so injuniously affecting therr just
rights, and hereby avow their determination to seek
redress by all lcgal and constitational means.

“5. That in terms of the foregoing resulutions the
Synod memorialize His Majesty, the Royal Commis-
sioners, the Licutenant Governor,and both Houses of
the Provincial Legislature, and that copies of such
memorials be transmitted to the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland.

‘6. That the Synod recommend a similar course
to be taken b{ the Sessions and Congregations of this
Church, and enjuin Presbyteries to use their most
strenuous exertions to carry these Resolutions into
cffect with all convenient speed.”

Now, we do not believe there are three persons
in Canada untouched with the epirit of partizan-
ship, who will affirm that these resolutions “betray
nota little coarseness, selfishness,and bad temper.”
We would rather be mchned to substitute for the
Doctor’s triplet, decision, sclf-defence and spirit ;
and we fancy that the emendation would obtain
the general suffrage. However, we are not very
solicitous respecting the vote on this question,
especially as something within whispers concern-
ing ourselves, aud very many things testify con-
cerning the Doctor, that in regard to all the three
charges, the instances are not a few in which we
must all full down together and cry peccavie

Next as to the Doctor’s estimate of the argu-
ment contained in these resolutions :—

“ They scek the destruction of the Rectories prin-
cipally on two grounds :—

1st. As conferring powers on the Rectors or In-
cumbents incompatible with the rights of the Scotch
Clergy. For such apprehensions there is no founda-
tion ; nor do those who pretend to urge them believe
thamtobe true. Parishes have been formedin all
the Colonies without calling forth any complaint, be-
cause other denominations felt that neither their civil
nor religious liberty was, in the smallest degree,
cumpromised. In fact, the Clergy of the Church of
Englund residing in this Proviuce never had orpre-
tended 1o have any aathority over otherdenomipa-
tions, and not even over their own Beoplc, except in
matters purely spiritual; and so sensible are we ot our
wegliness, as Tespecis OUT UWR congregations, thay, in
sceking from the Bishop an annual coavention, we
found vur proposition on the fact, that our ecclesiasti-
cal law am’l discipline do not cxtend tothis Colony."”

Here then are two charges brought against the
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Synod, toxorancr and msnoxpsty. Now both of
these, some may think, are very scrious charges,
especially as coming froma dignitary of theChurch,
against 2 body of men, who, although not bless-
ed with the inposition of hands episcopal, do yet
hold the office of religious teachers, pretend to
some learning, and are doubtless desirous of afar
reputation for intelligence and honesty. Imputa-
tions against the characters of such men should
be very cautiously made even in an address to be
heard by none save the Clergy of the Archdeacon-
ry of York. They siiould be still moze cautious.
1y made if they are designed to be published to the
world in ¢ The Church,” stamped with the ap-
probation of the Clergy, and a wider circulation
requested forthem by means o'the political press.
All this has been intended and done against the
Synod, and it becomes a matter of importance to
determine how far, or in what way, the charges
are substantiated. Then asto the first, ignorance:
The accuser is pleased to affirm on the credit of
his own wisdom, that there isno foundation for
the apprehiension that the Rectors have been in-
vested with powers incompatible with the rights
of the Scotch Clergy. Now some, and among
theee perhaps the Doctor himsclf, may deenint
high presumption in us to wispute lus interpretation
of a charter, which ke has perhaps read as fre-
quently as any lears »d person in Canada, and still
more because of his being a Professor self clected,
as rumor says, of moral and political science ina
University hereafter to become famous for its
great and learned men ; yet ncvertheless we pre

sume to assert that the Doctor’s declaration of the
groundlessness of our apprehensions, has nothing
whatever to rest upon but the credit of his own
wisdom. Letthe reader look to the words print-
ed initalics inresolution second, the express words
of the statute, and say whether there be notmuch
in them to crcate apprehension in the minds of
those who claim by anancient and sacred treaty
to be placed in a British Colony ona perfect cquali-
ty with the subjects of England in all matters, both
commercial and ccclesiastical. 'We are awarethat
one or two learned jurists,besides the Dr. have de-
clared that these assertions in the charter mean
nothing, and thatthey invest the Rectors with no
power detrimental to other denominations of
christians. But if language has any wmeaning, is
it not cvident that a very extensive right ishiere
created, and by a maxim of law cvery thing is
created cssential to the enjoyment of that right.
Theecclesiastical laws of England are essential to
the full cnjoyment of the created right, and there-
fore, in the clause referred to, they are construct-
ively enacted for Canada, This view of the com-

TUE PRESBYTERIANS RXAMINED. 0

prehension of the clausein our opinion s borne out
by a statute passed in the first Provincial Parlia-
mentin 179¢, in which French Canadian law rela-
tive to property and civil rights was abolished, and
the Jaw of Lngland adopted inits stcad. Inthe
6th section of this statute, it is ordained, that sub-
sisting provisions respecting ecclesisstical rights
or dues within this Province shall not by this act
be interfered with or changed., Now these sub-
sisting ccclesiastical rights or dues, are of two
classes : first these that belonged to the church of
Ronie, and this statute provides that these shall
continue to be recovered, uccording to the French
Cunadian law, and the usages of the Romish
Church ; secoud, the rights and dues belonging
to the Church of England, created by the Imnerial
statute passed in the preceding year, and these
were not to be altered, but should continue to be
recovered according to the usages of the Church
as cstablished in England. It seems to usthere-
forc that the English ccclesiastical and parochial
law is by these stututes constructively enacted,and
that the exclusive rights thercby conferred onthe
ministers of the Church of England, do create
certein disabilities against all who are not of her
communion ; or in other words, it places them in
exactly the same rclation towards the newly creat-
¢d Provincial Rectors, as dissenters occupy ia re-
lation to the Church established in England. We
hold farther that thesc disabilitics are not legally
relicved by any Imperial statute passed since 1792,
in favour of religious liberty, and that all not of
the Episcopal commuunion, may if they please,
groan under the burden of Englich ccclesiastical
law, as it stood in England at the time the act 81
Geo. 111 was passed—excepting so far as this has
been mitigated by the Provincial statutes respect-
ing tythes and the celebration of matrimony.

But. as it is not impossible that in this exposi-
tion of our legal knowledge, we may perhaps be
dieplaying our ignorance of the law, we engage—
if the Vencrable Archdeacon shall make it so0 ap-
peanothierwise than by lus own simple affirmative,
that the creation of parishes in Canada under this
charter does not compromise our civil and zelizious
liberty, if he shall make 1t appear that the Clergy
of the Church are notinvested by Jaw with 2uthori-
ty over other denominatious and not even aver
their own people except in matters purely spiritual,
by such demonstration of legal learning on his
part,time and opportunity suiting—toseek thebene-
fit of his first course of Lectures on Political sci-
ence to be delivered herenfter in the University of

Toronto. . .
But let us proceeil to cxamine the more serious

charge of hypocrisy.
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“ Whatever, therefore, the petitions state-on this
head isdeplorably hypucritical, for nu sach jeatsor
apprehensions were ever cherished or felt; andsu
perfectly destitite ofany foundation arve suehallega-
iions that no comptaing has been made on the subject
by any other daiommation of Chostians i the. Pro-
vinee, several of which are utwpuestionably no les -
live to their civil and religious rights thanthe Church
of Scotland.”

Ignorance is an vhjeet of pity ; hypocrisy isan
object of abhorrence ; the oneis an infirmity, the
other acrime. "['hat the Presbyterian petitioners
had some grounds for apprehending that their re-
ligious liberty was invaded by the creation of Ree-
tories must be pretty evident from the preceding
observations. Admitting that their view of the
Jaw is inaccurate, it may be an inpeackment of the
legal penctration of the petitioners,but it ought net,
in all charity, to be animpeachment of their moral
honesty., A candid, dispassionate judge, would
rather say, these Scotch have been hurried away
by their characteristic impetuosity ; they "have not
nllowed themsclves time for deliberate considera-
tion of the case ; jealous of their national rights
they have been seized with unfounded fears that
these have been infringed ; or venturing to in-
terpret the law, they have bewildered themselvesin
its glotious uncertainty—it is a pity they should
have allowed their good and loyal name to be tar-
whed with an uttcrance of disapprobation of any
act of the Colonial Government of Upper Canada
2o distinguished for wisdom and generosity! Charity
might thus have cast the blame upon the Scotch-
mun’s head—a hard organ—and able to bear pretty
heavy bumps.  But no—the Veneruble dignitary
aims hisblow at the heart, and churges « whole
Synod of Christian ministers, with a sprinkling of|
elders among them, and all the petitioving congre-
gations besides—with presenting petitions % de-
plorably hypocritical,” and with expressing fears
and apprehiensions where none were cherished and
felt! He has presumed to enterthe secrecies of
the soul—which no eycbut the eye of heaven can
penetrate, and on above 30 ministers and their con.
gregationg,with whom he would once havethought
it an honor to be united, he attempts to fix the
brand  of hypocritical manauvermg ¢ Dactor
Strachan is a dignttary of the Episcopal Chureh ;
he is an aged man, and candor and wisdom should
be the attributes of age; heis a christian minister,
and his judgments should be judgments of charity;
he was nurtured in infancy in the bosom of the
Church of Scotland and the early afiections of o
young heart, ingenuons and durable, shouid not
yet be utterly obliterated within him ; he once
soughttobe a mitister of the Presbyterian Church
of Canadn and he owes it some respect from this
consideration: he is a Scotchinanhis every accent

declares ity and it ill becomes him with sucha
dialect on his tongue to wrong his countrymen ;
above all, he is a christian, aud if his name and
rank have auny influence in this colony, it is a pros-
titution of that influence to employ it in endeavor-
ing to injure the character, and to impair the use-
fulness of'a body of men, who whatever their im-
perfections may be, are laboting amidst many dif-
ficultics and privations, such as he never experi-
enced, to promote their Master’s cause.

Te represent that the petitioners seck the de-
struction of the Rectories on “the ground of the
value of the endowments” is not correct, and is
not bome cut by eny statement contained in the
resolutions of Synod, agrecably to which the peti-
tions gencrally were framed.  We know very well
that the present value of these enduwments, at
least those in the country parishes, is trivial,
‘The resolutions contain objections of a much more
serivus nature than this,as the reader may perceive
by referring tothem.  With regard to the asser-
tion of Doctor Strachan that ¢ such complaint
comes with u singulurly bad grace from the Scotch
Presbyteriaus, to whose Congregations the Pro-
vincial Government has always shewnthe greatest
readiness to grant glebes” We simply remark
that it i¢ untrue and refer again to volume st
page 280 for the proof, * ‘They received many gra-
cious encouragements to apply ; many kindand
courteous invitations were Javished on them, and
some minuteg of Council declaring grants ; but,
we grasping, they turned into apples of Sodom;
while the good fruit that dropped from the tree
was picked up by those whom this Vencrable dig-
nitary and lus fellow Councillors had gathéred a-
round it.

To display stili farther the kindly spirit o our
dignified censor we give the followsug paragraphs:

“ Yt is necessary to remark, however painful, that
the proceedings of the Clergy and Memoers of the
Prebyterians, in cunucction with the Church of
Seotinnd, are marked by the same kindof angry com.
plaint (for they deal not in argument) which charac-
terizes those of the Valuntaries and other enemies
of Church Establishments in Great Britaw ; andthag,
but for the goud sense and honoruble principles of 2
large majority of the House of Assewbly, a vote
would have passed against the Rectories; and al-
though it could never have been carried into efiect, it
waould have tended o unsettle every title in the Pro-
vinee.

We need not farther remark,on the Doctor’s re-
iteration of the charges of bad temper ou the part
of the petitioners. If any of them have been
guilty in this respect, that they had much to try

& See also the two letters in the present number addecsa-
ed to Dr, Strachan,
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them, may perhaps be admitted as some extcnua-
tion by those whoknow how to make a just allow-
ance for human frailty, We must not omit to no-
tice however nn unfairness of representation, of
which indced there are numerous instances in this
address, in which the Clergy and members of onr
Chutch are likened to voluntaries and other enemics
of Church establishments in Dritain, Thigisn
pitiful sluft ; for everyreader of penetration must
detect the disingenuonsncss. Need we de-
clare to ourreaders that the mutter before us has
nothing to do with the question of Church estab.
lishinents 2 We object to the creation of Recto-
ries, not because we are voluntaries, but because
in the circumstauces of the case the measure in
our view was partial, unjust, an infringement of
the equal rights belonging to us as connected with
one of the established national churches.

It scens tous itnpossible to read the followwmg
peragraph without discerning 1n it a low cunning
very unworthy of the reputation and cffice of I
who penned it,

“Ju passing fiom the petitions azainst the Reeto-
ries by the Clergy and members ofthe Scoteh church,
Imay be allowed, as an act of justice, (o contrast their
anxiety for the destruction of our chureh in the colo-
ny with the mildness which characterizes the petition
of the united Synad of the Presbyteran churchan
Upper Canada not in connection with the church ot
Scotland. In urging their claimto share in the Re-
serves, this rospectable body trulv states that they
were the first orgamzed Piesbytenan Institwtion m
the Province; thatthey have suffered asmany priva-
tions asany of their fellow christian labourers, and
yield not, 1 loyalty to the Queen and attachment to
the British  Constitution, to any body of professing
christians inthe colony ; and in conclusion pray that,
in any distribution of the Rese: ves, tiey may be m-
cluded as well as the Chureh of Scotland.”

We have not seen the petition referred to and
we are strongly inclined to distrust the sumwa-
ries of such documents by the writer of this address,
1s the destruction of « our church,” in the colony
identical with the destruction of the Rectories?
We hope not——we would not wish any true church
of Christ to rcst on so insccure u foundation,
Doctor Strachan has no authority for saying
that the clergy aund members of the Scotch church
ever sought to injure or compass the destruction
of his church, The vindication of our own claim,
itbeing a just one, ought not to be regardedasa
wish to deprive the church of England of any be-
nefit to which sheis legally entitled. The com:
meudation here bestowed upon the Ubnited Syned,
of which by the way the commendator can know
but little, forthe body is very materially changed
since it was honored with an invitation to his table
—may or may not be merited ; -but we utterly re-
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United Synod will as heartily as oursclves refuse
to admit the Archdeacon of Toronto to it asar-
biter on our comparative usefulness. Although
he were better entitled than he is to judge between
\tg, it is impossible that he can know much about
“the question of desert.” High as his station has
been for some years past—overlooking as he im-
agined ull the interests of the Province, political
and religious, lie cannot without the grossest pre-
sumption, aftirm that the Presbyterians of Upper
Canadu are more indebted for religious instruction
to the ministers of the United Synod thon they
haveas yet beento those of the church of Scot-
land. "I'bis is really advancing beyond the spiri-
tual affairs of his own church, and anintermed-
dling with the offairs of other churches whichin
the temnper of the present times, nothing but the
most astute hardibiood would venture on.  Which
of us,the Episcopal church inclusive,have mostad -
vanced the religious instruction of the province ;
it belongs not to any one to affirm. This will by
and by be determined by the Lord of al), andit
wonld be well were this solemn consideration to
stir each up to the faithful performance of their
own duty, rather than to en invidious comparison
of the fidelity and success of their fellow
christians respecting which they must be very in-
competent judges. It may suit the Doctor's pur-
pust to attempt toawaken by his censure or com-
mendation feelings of rivalry between the two bo-
dies of Presbyterians, Butin this, as in many oth-
er tiungs, his counsels will be turned into fooligh-
ness.

We have no doubt the author of this address
imagined he had hit off a very pungent accusation
when he afiirmed, of the ministers of the Church of
Scotland, “whatever moral influence the latter
may exercise in their respective cvagregations, it
is a lamentable fact that they are chiefly known to
tite pullic as expert agitutors against our church.”
But then the sentence has not the pungency of
trath. It lacks the keen edge of & just rebuke.—
If in any thing the Presbyterian ministers deserve
to be called “cxpert agitators,” it is not against
% qur church,” as the Doctor in his simplicity
opines, but in vindication of their own claims ;
and truly they very little deserve to be celled
experst, even in this more important matter, else
their aflairs would have stood in a very different
position at the present hour. It is amusing to
observe with what undiscerning querulousness the
vencrable dignitary imagines every movement on
our part to be an act of hostility to his church.
His party lay claim to the whole ecclesiasticsl
property in the province, and though the question

fusc, and we are pretty certain the members of'the

has long been sub lize, by the impolitic partiality
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of the executive government, they have been im-
powered tolay rapacious hands onlarge andvaluable
_portiona of the property, and when we, w hose right-
ful claims have been admitted by the highest
authorities, enter a caveat against these proceed-
ings, the Doctor fancies lic discovers hustile
movenents, and cries out rublery and spuliation,
Now, we humbly trust that few of lis clerical
audience symputhize with himin these groundless
imaginings. We Lnow well that a very large
number of the memters of the Episcopal commu-
nion will read his jeremiall withont dropping a tear.
They are acquainted with the Archdeacon’s mono-
mania on the Clergy Reserves, and while it is
natural to think that they wish his Lallucinations
were less avaricious, and that they verged a little
more in favor of the just rights of their fellow-
subjects of other denominctions, they will aot fi))
to support him in his cndeavors to olituin for the
Church of England whatever ehie may be rightfully
entitled to. We do not regard such movements,
on their part, £s hostile to our church, Why
should the Doctor, with a blind and peevish logic,
conclude that similar movements on our part, and
for our own rights, are designed in hostility
towards the Church of Englend?  Verily, we
think that such a conclusion cannot be reached
without much bad temper as well as bad logic.

We waive, for the present, all remarks on the
Doctor's opinions of the Law Officers of the Crown
in 1819, and the inviolability of the rights of the
Rectors to their endowments, because it is not
likely that eny opinion of his, or ours,will influence
the righteous adjudication of that quesiion. We
lay it, however, before our readers :

¢ Before dismissing this subject, you will expeet me
to notice the recent decision of the Crown Lawyers
respecting the Rectories. I forbear making any re-
marks on the extraordinary case submitted to them at
the instance of the Colonial Deparunent, betfore the
Scotch agent, the honorable William Morris, reached
London; because that Department contained all the
documents necessary to have enabied the Secrciary of|
State to have made out the case full and complete j—
but this I will observe, that the casedecided upon con-
firms the Rectories in the strongest possible manner,
for it declares them illegal in the absence’of centain
instructions, a double set of which, one to President
Smith in 1818 and anothcr to Sir Peregrine Maitluand
in 1825, besides a strong admonition fromn Lord Ripun
in 1832, are in the possession of this government, and
far more than sustain Sir John Colborne in the course
he pursued. Nay,theseinstractions have not yet been
abrogated or withdrawn, and would enablethe present
Provincial Government, if so disposed, tv constitute
and endow Rectories through the whole Province;
and this powerwill remain till they are formally with.
drawn, nor could any constitutional authority disturb
them. You need not, therefore, my hrethren, be under
any apprehension in regard to the Rectories already
established, but rather devoutly pray that five hundred
more may be constituted before the<e instiuctions
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The present Law Officers of the Crown have
disposed of Lord Ripon's despatch in 1832, and
have decided that it contans no authority for the
establishment of rectories. How they shall dis-
puse of the instructions given to President Smith
nincteen years ago, and to Sir Pergrine Maitland
twelve years ago, remains to be scen. W shall
abide the result patiently. DMeanwlnle it scems
imposgsible to read Liord Glenelg's despatch to Sie
F. Head on this subject, and yet imagine that the
whole case was uot fairly brought before the
crown lawyers. It isnotto be unagined that even
these ohsolete documents were overlocked ;and per-
staded as we are, that this whole transaction was
a lrasty and desperaie act of a party, who rushed
into it at the moment they saw themeelves about
to be stripped of power, and were reckless of the
conseguenees to their successors and the country,
we fervently hope, that Her Majesty’s government
will make it appear that all her gervants are res.
ponsible for the right exercise of their power to
thelast moment of their holding 1t ; and that it will
not be her poiicy to perpetuate rights unjustly
acquired,although her faithful servants may have
trenched them round withall the formalitics of law,

This allusion to the opinion of the Law Officers
of the Crown evidently scemsto have stirred up
auew the Archdeacon’s bile against the Preshyte-
rians.  Wituess the following paragraphs :

“Disappointed, or rather,as it would seem, enraged,
that the Colonia} Legislature would not lend itself to
the destruction of the Rectories, the Presbyierian con-
gregations werc again urged to have recourse to
agitation. Public meetings were again held and
Delegates appuinted to mect in Convention, that an
appeal might be made from the Provincial Authorities
to the lmperial Governmment,  The resolutions and
petiticn to the late king, adufxtcd by the Delegates, are
such that, if carried out in their full spirit, would not
merely destroy the Church of England as an Estab-
lishinent, but even make its toleration or that of an
other denomination in the Colony more than doubttul,
aud cluthe the Kirk with all the powers and immuni-
ties which it possesses in Scotland.  For the petition
prays thatall Sessions and Presbyteries, which are in
connexion with the Church of Scotland, shall be con-
stituted budies curporate, to the effect of holding lunds,
huildings, and other property for Ecclesiastical and
other purposes, and that cflect shall be given to their
judgments and procecdings in matters spiritual, in the
same manner as is done in the Mother Country. It
must be contessed that this is sufliciently bold, and not
likely 10 be readily granted; but it evinces a most
striking infatuation when put jn contrast with the
other portion of the prayer, which, in effect, secks the
destruction of the church of the Empire.

¢ The petition fatther prays that all the disabilinies
under which the Scotch Preshyterians Jabour 1n the
Colony may be removed ; but, as I am unable to dis-
cover any such disabilitics, I mnust pass on to the argu-
ment utempted to be dersved m their favour from the
Act of Union biween England aud Scotland,  Such

which are still in force can beérecalled.”

an attempt is fecble, and cannot fail to excite the smile
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of thinking men.  The laws and religion of England
are carried to all the Colonies, anﬁ have been so
carried without producing the slightest complaint in
any of the dependencies of the Crown. ~The religion
of Secotland is confined expressly, by the Articles of
Union as well as the Laws, to Scotland; while the
Jaws and religivon of England extend, and ever have
extended, to all the Colonies.  Had the Presbyterians
in connexion with the Church of Scotland, residing
in the Province, applied to the Iinperial Government
for support in lands as well as in money, and to be
endowed in the same manner as the Rectories, on the
ground that there was plenty of land for each, there
would have at least been some shew of reason; and
although I should have considered the other class ot
Presbyterians, who are perhaps no less numerous and
equally respectable, to the same degree entitled, had
the law permitted, {'ct on our part there would have
becn neither cowplaint nor oppusiton.  But thewr
object is to break down, not to build up; and it is
evident, from their conduct, that they would much
rather sec us prostrate in the dust than actively
employed in carrying the truths of the Gospel to the
destitute settlers, provided they could rise on our ruins.
The origin of such a spirit needs no comment,

“ It is pleasing to remark that, amidst the bitter and
unchristian agitation of the Scotch Presbyterians, our
people haveexhibited in contrast the greatest meekness
and traunquility; we have had no meetings among our
congregations; we have made no appeals to their pase
sions; and now, when we tacet by ourselves, it will
be our study to preserve the public peace and to_act
strictly on the defensive, for, although it be our duty
to preserve, as far as in us lies, thuse rights and privi-
leges which are secured 1o us by the CGonstitution of
the Province—rights and privileges which we dare
not surrender had we the power, without offending
against conscience and incurring the just reproach of
future gencrations—it must not be done by wicked
agitation and stirring up the corrupt passions ot our
people, but by manly reinonstrance, a clear and quiet
statement of facts, and a firm adherence to the law.”

It is almost unnecessary, to make any observa-
tion on such statcmenats as these. They are
marked by misconception, distortion, and rancorons
uncharitableness. The Archdeacon’s ideas of the
petition of the Cobourg delegates are pure fictions;
his allusion to “the destruction of the Church of
the Empire,” is as unintelligible as the destruction
of a non-entity, and cannot fail to excite the smile
of thinking men ; Lis sllegation that we wish to
break down that we may rise on ¢ our ruins” is
unworthy of serious refutation ; and the contrast
that he finds between the meekness and tranquility
of his own party, and the bitter. and unchristian
agitation of the Scotch Presbyterians is absolutely
lodicrous. 'We happen to know the Scotch Pres-
byterians better than the Doctor, at least for the
last few years, and we can assure him that amidst
ell their discussions on this agitating question, we
have not known one of them give more striking
evidences of rufiled meckness and disturbed tran-
quility than the author has manifested in the above
paragraph ; and whatever may be their feclings
towarda himself as the great agitatur un the Clergy
Reservés, and the uncompromisug cnemy of the
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Established Church of his native land, they bear
towards the Chnrch of England, which they know:
is not at oll accountable for his arrogance, a very
enlightened and fraternal regard.  We have heard
that one of her most eloquent ministers pronounced
it “ablack day for the Church* when the Doctor
ertered it, and not a few of his brethren are of the
same mind. But without presuming to judge on.
this point, the painful convictionis forced upon
uy, that the interests of Christianityin the province
have sustained irreparable injury by the elevation of
such a man to ecclesiastical and civil power. Had.
it been the good fortune of the English Church in
Canada to have possessed, in its chief dignitary, a
man breathing the mild and liberal spirit of an
Usher or a Leighton, instead of the blind aud
bigoted intolerance of a Sharp or a Laud ; the
star of our religious unity would have risen under
happier auspicess The blessing has not been
given, but instead of it, one—not one cither of her
native born children—hath ruled over her to her
hurt, and not only by his whole political life, but
by such «ddresses to the clergy as that of which
we complain, has done muore to create strife and
estrangement among the christian bodies of this
province, than any ecclesiastic likely to arise in its
future history.

The Christian Examiner will never, without the
mos! urgent reasons, such as those which have now
moved us, turn aside tosuch themes, During the
year nearly past, since we began our career, our
readers will bear us witness, that we have entirely
abstained from them. We shall soon; perhaps;
submit our opinions on the subject of a liberal and'
pacific scttlement of the Clergy Reserve question,
and that done, we hope we shall be able to carry
our resolution into effect, and touch upon thiy
vexatious subject no more.

N, B. The charges examined above will be found in the
address of the Ven. Dr. Strachan tothe Clergy of the Arch-
deaconry of York,

MISCELLANIES.

COLONIAL RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.
To the Editor of the Scottish Guardian,

Paisley, Nov. 10, 1837
Sm,~In reply to a correspondent, in your number
for Monday weels, 1 have the pleasure of unnouncing,
that w1 arrangement has been made, whereby a monthly
intcitigence, dedicated to the Colonics and to India,
will be published and circulated afier Junuary next
and of that vehicle of information shall receive the
encomagement which may be reasonably expected, its
publishers may have 1t in their power to embrace . tho
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other suggestions of your cxcellent friend.  Well
aware of the difficulty of sccuring ndequate support
to a work exclusively devoted to religious and mis-
sionary intclligence, the periodical in question is

intended to form a prominent part of the new serics of|

the Edinburgn Christian Instructor, under the desig-
nation of ¢ T%he Colonial Reliyious Register.” Far-
ther particulars will soon be Jaid beforc the public;
but, in the meantime, I have thought it proper to make
this announcement, to show your correspondent that
his hints had been in part anticipated, and that they
will not be lost sight of by the friends of the Missions
of the Church of Scotland.

Need I remind your correspondent farther, that the
Scottish Christian Herald has kindly lent its power-
ful aid in the same cause; and that the  four great
Schemes” of the Church regularly find, in its valu
able and widely circulating pages, a medium of com-
munication with the public, *

I am, dear Sir, yours,
Roberr Bunxs.

INDIA.

State of ReLiciox amoxe e Hinnoos—The
present Hindoo Society may be classified in the follow-
ing order, viz: First, those who arc sincerely the
followers of idolatry, which class comprises the muss
of the people. Sccondly, those who have discovered
its follies and absurditics, but Lave not courage to
declare their heretical opinions in the assemblies of the
orthodox,—u class which comprehends many among
the middling and higher ranks. Thirdly, those who
have discovered the follics and absurdities ot wdolatry,
and adoptinz the Vedant shastra, freely declare their
opinion, but in practice conform to the established cus-
tom, and allow idols to be worshipped in their faruhics.
Fourthly, those who have entirely abanduned sdols and
superstition, but in conscquence of parental control
and family influence, ciannot declare their seatiments
nor act according to their belief; this class comprises
most of the rising generution, who are now bemng
cducated in our public schools. Fifihly, thosc who
have entirely scparated themselves from the Hindoo
socicty, and embraced the Christiun faith; of these
there are but few, particularly among those of any in-
fluence or consideration. Sixthly, and lastly, those
who have abandoned all religion, and are the followers

of reason; these gencrally belicve in the existence of

one God, but disbclieving ull revelation, follow a code
of morality formed by themselves. The individuals
of this class have no fixed rule of action, arc naturalily
divided in opinion among themsclves, and are ot
known as a distinct body or sect. A survey of these
classes shows that idolatry is on the wane, and that,
as the light of knowledge spreads, the gloom of super-
stition is vanishing. It shows thw some great and
general change of opinion must soon take place~
Bengal Herald (Reformer).

LANIES.

WRITTEN ON THE ATLANTIC.
(From the Bahama JAdvertiser.)

Now, on the pathless sea I roam,—

A wanderer from my native home;

The azure sky above my head,

The deep blue waves beacath me spreac.

A speck on ocean’s mighty tides,

Our linle bark the billew rides;

A thing which cvery wave might sweep,
In fragiments on the foamy deep.

Behind, I gaze, but cannot see

One trace, my own loved land, of thee ;—
Afar, a gem on ocean’s breast,

Thou sleep'st like island of the blest.

Nat on the deep’s blue verge is seen,
One sign where man is, or bas been ;—
Save witen some distant sail may rise,
Then fleet like mist in summer skics.

One boundless breath of sea and sky.
Changeless, yet changing, meels the cye;—
One solemn sound is ever near,

As ifthe voice of heaven were here.

Oh!t who His boundless might may scan,
“Who holds the sea-depths in his span;
Arnd when the storm drives on its path,
‘Walks on the wind, and stills its wrath!

Fain on that mighty arm I'd roll,

The hopes—the surrows of my seul;
And ask thee, Lord, when passions lour,
T'o still them with thy rud of pow’s.

Life may at thaes with storms be prest,
Or calm may settle on its breast ;
Still in each scene I'd seek thy face,
And hide me in thy hiding-pizce,
Rev. W. M‘Lure.

THE BREAD FROM HEAVEN.
Bread of the world, in .aercy broken !
Wine of the suul, in mercy shed !
By whom the words of life were spoken,
And in whose death, our sins are dead ?

Look on the heart, by sorrow broken,
Look on the tears, by sinners shed ;
And be thy feast to us the token,
‘That by thy grace our souls avefed !
Heger,




