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CANADIAN PRESS ASSOCIATION.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FORTIETH ANNUAL MEETING, OTTAWA, MARCH 10th and Iith, 1898,

N

HE fortieth annual meeting of the Canadian
Press Association, which was held at Ottawa,
on March 10 and 11, was one of the most
successful on the records of the Association,
and will be marked in history as one in
which a signal advance was made. The
veterans who have fought the battle of the
association for many years, against adverse

‘ conditions, were rejuiced to hear that not
only had the association commenced the year 1898 with no out-

standing liabilities, but that there was a handsome cash balance
on hand; and ere the meeting closed, by unanimous vote, the

association decided to admit the Quebec Press Association, as
members of the Canadian association, in a body. By this act
the association materially strengthens itself numerically, adds
greatly to its influence, widens its sphere of usefulness, and
takes a long step in t*e direction of attaining that position as
an organization of Dominion extent and importance which its
founders intended it should. The gathering was also notable
in that the meeting was honored with the presence of His

Excellency the Governor-General and the Countess cf Aberdeen,
both of whom delivered addresses, impromptu, but probably the
more appreciated by reason of the spontaneity which charac-
terized them.

The members who attended this meeting of the association
will not soon forget the cordiality of their welcome. The
hospitality proffered them in such profusion that they were
unable (and in this probably lies the only cause of regret associ-
ated with the meeting), from lack of time, to accept all invita-
tions they received.

The sessions of the association were held in the railway
committee room of the House of Commons, where every con-
~venience was found. When Major John Bayne MacLean, of
Montreal, took the chair, at 10.30 o’clock, on Thursday morning,
there was a large attendance of members, which was increased
by late arrivals. Among those who were present during the
meeting were the following :

D. McGillicuddy, Signal, Goderich; A. G. F. Macdonald,
News, Alexandria; John A. Cooper, Canadian Magazine, To-
ronto; A. H. U. Colquhoun, PRINTER AND PUBLISHER, Toronto;
Robert Holmes, New Era, Clinton; W. Ireland, North

Star, Parry Sound ; J. T. Clark, Saturday Night, Toronto ; L.
G. Jackson and son, Era, Newmarket; C. \V. Rutledge, Stand-
ard, Markdale, Ont.; . E. Smallfield, Mercury, Renfrew ; H.
P. Moore, Free Press, Acton; W. H. Kerr, fost, Brussels;
Hon. Sir Mackenzie Bowell, Intelligencer, Belleville; P. D. Ross,
Journal, Ottawa ; John Cameron, Advertiser, London; W. D,
Maclean, Expositor, Seaforth ; N. W. Ford, Banner, Chatham;
H. J. Pettypiece, M P.P., Free Press, Forest ; George Brigden,
Toronto Engraving Co., Toronto ; B. McGuire, Banner, Orange-
ville; George A. Howell, Grp Printing and Publishing Co., To-
ronto ; C. A. Matthews, Globe, Toronto ; Wm. Stewart, Courier,
Embro ; A. S. Forster, Star, Oakville ; Fred. B. Elliott, Record,
Burlington; L. E. Charbonnel, Chronicle, Cookshire, P.Q.;
M. T. Stenson, hon. member E. I Press Association, Rich-
mond, P.Q.; A. L. Lance, Times, Richmond, P.Q.; S. Fraser,
Le Courier, Richmond, P.Q.; A. N. Fullerton, Courier, Digby,
N.S.; A. H, O'Brien, Canada Law Journal, Toronto; Arthur
Wilgress, Brockville Times ; Andrew Pattullo, M.P.P., Sentinel-
Review, Woodstock ; R. Mathison, hon. member, Belleville ;
W. F. Maclean, M.P., Worlg, Toronto; S. Russell, M.P., Tribune,
Deseronto; John Ross Robertson, M.P., Telegram, Toronto ;
W. S. Dingman, Herald, Stratford; J. C. Howard, Hastings
Star; J. S. Willison, Globe, Toronto; L. J. Tarte, La Patrie,
Montreal ; James Somerville, M.P., Dundas, ex-president; L.
W. Shannon, Kingston, ex-president ; Duncan Ross, Boundary
Creek, B.C., Times ; Hon.\WW. Templeman, Times, Victoria, B.C.;
W. J. Taylor, Tweed News; J. King, Q.C., hon. member,
Toronto; Alex. Burnett, adver'y man. E. B. Eddy Co.; J. C.
Walsh, Montreal Herald; W. A. Brennan, Journal and P.E.I.
Agriculturist, Summerside, P.E.I.; R. L. Richardson, M.P.,
Tribune, Winnipeg, Man.; W. M. O'Beirne, Stratford Beacon;
D. Williams, Collingwood ; Frank Carrel, Daily Telegraph,
Quebec; J. K. Keefler, Times, Weston; M. J. Taylor, Tweed
News; W. K. McNaught, Trader, Toronto ; Jas. T. Pattison,
Aylmer, Que.; W. Gibbens, Standard, Cornwall; F. James
Gibson, New York ; Frank Shallow, Moniteur du Commerce,
Montreal; Frank A. Munsey, Munsey’s Magazine, New York;
George Simpson, Globe, Toronto; J. F. MacKay, Herald,
Montreal ; W. P. McEwan, Gazette, Almonte; J. S. Brierley,
Herald, Montreal ; A. Miller, Journal, Ottawa; T. C. Irving,
Bradstreets, Toronto ; J. B. Stephens, Review, Niagara Falls;
\W. W. Cliff Central Canadian, Carleton Place; Hon. J. T.
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Tarte, M P, Ottawa; flon. W. S. Fielding, M.P.,, Outawa;
J Lamalice, L1 Presse, Montreal, J. Dalue, Star, Montreal,
J. Scott, Sun, St. John, N.B.; Fred. Cook, Times, London;
J. A. Phillips, Gazette, Montreal; H. Burrows, Citizen, Ottawa ;
W. H. Southam, Spectator, Hamilton.

Report of Exccutlve.
The report of the executive was presented as follows :

To the members of the C.P.A

Gentlemen,—Your commit'ee have had no special work to do
during the year. The main -t of its duty was to keep the associa-
tion always in mind and to advance its interest whenever oppor-
tunity offered, whether to the committec asa body or to its niembers
individually. We are proud to veport that the association was
never numencally or financially stronger, and never stood higher
in the esrimation of the profession generally.

In September, 1896, your exe-utive, then presided over by Mr.
Brierley, decided to accept special applications with an initiation
fee covering the remainder of 1896 and the whole of 1897. This
was successful in increasing the 1896 membershipand receipts. In
1897, as a result of this arrangement, cight certificates had to be
renewed without charge. Yet, owing to the further  ncrease of
membership, the receipts for this year are in advance of previous
years. ‘The association has "1ow 194 active members in good
standing. The decrease of initiation fee from 85 to $3 has certainly
tended to increase the number of new members.

At the last two annual meetings there has been an expressed
desire on the part of the members to revive the annual excursion.
Accordingly, your exécutive this year endeavored to have an
excursion to either British Columbia or north-eastern Ontarlo.
Neither plan met with any response from the members, only thvee
or faur declaring their willingness to go.  In view of these experi-
ences, your committee would recommend that the idea of holding
an annual excursion be dropped.

Shortly after the last annual meeting the annual report was
printed and sent to every member. The cost of this was §64, and
the receipts from advertising were 8§45, or 2 net cost of $ig.

Ata meeting of the exccutive early in January, 1898, it was
decided to depart from the usual custom of holding the annual
meeting in the first weeks of February. The Ontario general elec-
tion would probably have prevented a large attendance. It was
decided to hold the meeting on March 10 and 11, in Ottawa. It
was thought that the change from Toronto to Ottawa would more
satisfactorily indicate the national character of our association, and
would give eastern members a much better chance to attend. Be-
sides, the fact of visiting Parliament during the session was expected
to be a considerable attraction.  We hope that the success of the
meeling, and the indnlgence of the society, will cause the action of
the committee to meet with general appioval,

No satisfactory arrangement with thie railroads, as to a reduc-
tion in the rate now charged, has yet been arrived at, although it
is hoped that somcthing may be done in the near future.  Your
committee would, however, place on record their appreciation of
the uniform kindness and courtesy of both the Canadian Pacific and
the Grand Trunk in all discussions.

The postage question has been mu~h discussed during the year,
and your committee deem it advisable that the question be recon-
sidered durinyz the present session so that the incoming executive
may know whethier or not there has been any change in the general
attitude of tire association,

Jonx Bavse MacLeax.

Unon mation of \Ir 1 MeGilicuddy, scconded by Mr. John
A Pinllips, the report was adopted,
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Sccretary-Treasurer’s Report,
The report of the secretary-treasurer was read as follows ;

Mr. President and Members,—For several successive years your
secretary-treasurer has presented you a report showing an actual
deficit. On January 1, 1895, the debt of the association was $260;
by January 1, 1896, this had been reduced to $174.75, and by
January 1, 1897, to 865. The association commences the present
year with a surplus of $55.80 and no outstanding accounts. In
other words, during the last thrce years the association has
strengthened its financial position to the extent of $315.80, The
credit for this careful manazement is due to the three presidents,
who have so admirably managed the affairs of the association
during these years.

The receipts from fees during 1897 show an increase of $20
over 1896. This is due mainly to the increase in membership.
During 1896 there were 161 certificates issued, as against 179
in 1897, showing an increase of 18. The renewals during
1898 are, so far, very sauisfactory, and the financial prospects of
the assaciation very encouraging.

The detailed statement for 1897 is as follows :

RECEIPTS.
On hand from 18g6.......... Ceeiessnanee.. B 47 79
Banquet receipts.....ovn e Lt ceveaiess. 110 0O
Advertising in annual report—
Canada Paper Co........... $10 00
MacLean Publishing Co.... .. 10 00
Toronto Type Foundry...... 10 oo
Miller & Richard............ 15 00
-—— 4500
Receipts fromfees.cc. cevees vaeeerneeeaeese. 382 00
8584 79
DISBURSEMENTS.
Postage .. . tiii i iiet i e ceis eseasees S 22 78

Banquet expenses—
Orchestra.........

vees.. 88 00

E. A Wills..,............. 320 25
Extras ...ovivveneeiinens 10 00
-— 147 25
Printing—
J.S.Brietley. ... ......oo00. 7 S0
A.Speers & Co.ovvvnvvenne. 9 78
Apted Bros..........ceviee 3 9O
Apted Bros................ 350
Apted Bros .............. 10 &
Brown Bros... . .......... 4 00
R.G. McLean.............. 11 2
—_— 5075
Annual report—
Stenographer........... ves. 10 00
Methodist Book Room....... 355 oo
Canada PaperCo........... ¢ oo
74 oo
Secretary’s salary—
For 1896.......c..civvvu .. 100 00
For 1797...cc.vviviniiv.. 100 0O
200 00
Execulive expenses oo ..o vvvuen. 30 75
Rent of Board of Trade.......coovivvnennnn 3 00
Canlage veii it vee i aneetean e ceseceascans 50
Onhand.....iiiieviiiieriuneeaerevennees. 55 80
8584 79

—Passed to auditors.

Upon motion of Mr. J. A. Cooper, seconded by Mr. W. F.
Maclean, M.DP., that the report be received and passed on to the
auditors.

Mr. J. S. Willison remarked that, now the election was over,
he thouzht it was quite unfair to introduce the question of the
surplus at a non political gathering such as this. (Laughter).

The motion was then adopted.

A letter was read from Hon. J. D. Edgar, Speaker of the
House of Commuons, regretting his inability to be present at

Lrg
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the annual dinner of the association, owing to the House being
in session ; and extending a cordial invatation, on behalf of Mrs.
Edgar and himself, to the members of the association to call
and take a cup of tea with her, in the Speaker’s chambers, at 5
o'clock in the afternoon. The invitation was unanimously
accepted.

An invitation, from Mr. F. H. St. Jacques, for the members
to take a trip to Aylmer, by electric railway, and lunch with him
at the Victoria hotel, Aylmer, was received. Also an invitation
from Mr. \V. H, Rowley, on behalf of the E. B. Eddy Co., for the
members to visit the works of the company, at Hull. Mr.
Soper, of the Ottawa Railway Co., also wrote placing special
cars at the disposal of the members, to enable them to reach
Government House, and also for a trip around the city. In
connection with the above communication, the president ex-
plained that he had, on behalf of the association, accepted an
ihvitation from His Excellency to attenda reception at Govern-
ment House, from g to 11 p.m. on Friday night. This action
of the president was unanimously endorsed and the offer of Mr.
Soper was received with thanks.

The following gentlemen were appointed by the president a
committee on resolutions:  Messrs. H. P. Moore, P. D. Ross,
W. S. Dingman, J. S. Willison and S. Russell.

The President’s Address.

The president, on rising to read his annual address, was
received with applause. He said : “ Before reading my address
1 desire to draw attention to the fact that a number of
gentlemen are present who have been nominated as members of
the association and whose names have passed the executive
committee. Among them are Mr. Brennan, of Summerside,
P.E.1; also, I understand, the proprietor of The Courier, of
Digby, although I have not yet bad the pleasure of meeting
him. For the first time, I think, we have the pleasure of seeing
the proprietor of one of the old French-Canadian dailies, 1 refer
to Mr. L. J. Tarte, who is, I know, going to make an enthusi-
astic member. We bave also Mr. Lance, a former president of
the Eastern Townships Press Association, and this afternoon we
will have present President Smith, of The St. Johns News, and
also, I understand, 15 or 20 other members of the association.”
(Applause). The president then read his annual address as
follows :

GENTLEMEN,—It gives me great pleasure to welcome the mem-
bers of the Canadian Press Association assembled for the fortieth
annual meeting,

Unfortunately, I must preface my remarks by expressing the very
decp regret which I feel at the inadequate amount of work performed
by me during my term of office, owing to my absence abroad. The
very important changes in the fiscal policy of Canada were of such
great interest to newspaper publishers that I went to England very
shortly after those changes were announced and was away for over
sixmonths, This visit, 1 am glad to say, gave me the opportunity

_ of performing, insome measure, the duties which I owedto my jour-

nalistic confreres and the united press of Canada.

Generally speaking the year just closed has been a satistactory
one for the newspapers of Canada. Increased exports and mining
developments during the last few years have materially improved the
condition of all classes, and nointerest is so quickly affected by vary-
ing trade conditions as the publishing industry. The result of this is
especially seen in the weekly papers all over Canada which have
been able to make a very marked advance in mechanical facilities,
improved typographical appearance and a better news service.
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From 7 x g offices, up dirty lanes, on back streets, with a newspaper
as a necessary and perhaps evil adjunct to a job printing establish
ment, the mouthpiece of the local politicians with personal ends to
serve, they have developed in the last few yearsinto important and
profitable business enterprises, edited by men of ability, indepen-
dence and public spirit, untramelled by party and wielding an influ-
ence for good, and, in the majority of cases, occupying palatial
offices in the choicest quatterof the town. The editors, in most cases,
instead of being subservient to the politicians are now consulted by
them in every detail of political policy, by some of them even before
they accept a title, before themselvestakingany personalaction. In
fact, many leading politicians of the present day owe their discovery
and political success to the hard working journalist who is scarcely
known on the street.

The fear that the low-priced city weekly would seriously injure
the local weeklies has passed away, and experience proves that
the public are willingto pay a good price for a good newspaper. It
is worthy of note that the large dailies have now practically dropped
regular news from the country districts,  The smaller dailies are
taking this up extensively, in abrief paragraph style that reflects
credit upon them, but the local field still remains to be worked by
the local weekly. I think this association has played an important
part in bringing about the improvement in the papers and greater
independence in their tone. It is at any rate a remarkable coinci-
dence that the best papers, especially in Ontario, are controlled by
the members of the Press Association.

LIBEL LEGISLATION,

In considering the matter of libel legislation, I was given to
understand that the amendments asked for by the association to
the Ontario Civil Law of Libel would be introduced in the legisla-
ture, but for some occult reason no action was taken. Several of
the members of this association have suffered severely and unjustly
under the Criminal Act, and I may mention that John King, Q.C,,
with his usual kindness, has prepared some amendments which, if
adopted, will afford relief in future.

NEWSPAPER POSTAGE.

With regard to newspaper postage, I gave the Postmaster-
General a copy of the resolution adopted at the annual meeting
requesting him to take no action during the last session of Parha-
ment, in order to give the publishers an opportunity of thoroughly
considering the matter. This he kindly consented to do. The
resolution was sent to every publisher in Canada, and all the
numerous comments are favorable to it. 1 believe the Postmaster-
General intends this year asking Parliament to impose postage. It
is for you to decide at this meeting whether any further action
should be taken.

IMPROVED CABLE SERVICE.

/ There has been no meeting of the committee to consider an

improved cable service.
possible.

I had a number of interviews with the manager of the Associ.
ated Press, and found him willing and anxious to do everything in
his power to assist in this matter.  He complains of the difficulty
in getting more special Canadian news, and denies that there is
anythiny biased or unfriendly to British interests in anything they
send, out. If the service is sometimes unjust to British interests, as
many claim, and I confess facts scem to prove 1t, 1t is the result of
padding in the United States. I am given to understand that our
Government, recognizing this fact and believing it to be in the
interests of Canada to have a good, direct service, theyare prepared
to consider a liberal grant of money to enable the association to put
such a scheme on a proper and paying basis. Tue Australian press
have a system to which all papers contribute, It costs them about
$100,000 annually. Canada could establish an independent system

In England I secured all the information
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for somewhat less money. I doubt if we could increase to any
important extent the quantity of purely Canadian news worth
cabling. This can be scen by the excellent special service supplied
by Mr. Percy Hurd for The Montreal Star, and Mr.Charles Robert-
son for The Toronto Telegram. They are both indefatigable
wotkers, but, I am sorry to say, are often handicapped in ways I
may have to refer toin future. Ifear that these and otherimportant
dailies would not support a general cable scheme, preferring the
advantages which their present position gives them.

IMPORTANT WORK IN THE FUTURE.

This society has been of gieat benefit to publishers and journal-
ists, Editors and recporters meeting each other at our conferences
have learned to know and respect each other ; the rough edges have
been 1abbed off ; we have become more jealous of our profession
and more exclusive. There are things which a journahst might
consider himself honorably justitied in doing but which the majonty
might think dishonorable. He, in deference to the ethical will of
the majority acquiesces in their decision,and thus an unwritten code
of honor is established, There is yet wmuch to be donein this
direction.

Hithesto we have listened to and discussed papers and experi-
ences in the practical working of all departments of a newspaper.
The information thus acquired has been invaluable to us, but
competition is now becoming more keen. Our experiences have
cost us much, and we do not care to give our competitors—perhaps
less enterprising, and who will learn them soon enough—the bene-
fits of our brains and capital. This is always the case as a country
grows older. There will, 1 think, be fewer valuable papers read,
but thereis a greater field of usefulness opening up in which wecan
all unite, benefiting Canada and benefiting ourselves. As things
are at present, the majority of papers can hope for little local ex-
pansion. There are but two ways in which we can extend our
advertising and circulation. \We must develop and increase our
local resources, and thus improve local business—putting more
money in circulation. And we must also secure business from
outside. The products of the farm, the sea, the forest, and the
mine are our sources of revenue. The farm is the most important,
because profits made by farmers are more equally distributed.
With our present population we could increase our production and
revenue many times. We do not increase 1t, because we have no
market. We do not get a market, because we do not look in the
night direction for at. It s true we have taken some steps to find
markets, but these have been largely in the interests of individual
manufacturers. OQur implement manufacturers and bicycle men,
our cotton mills, ete., are well able to look after their export trade
themselves, without Government assistance. The United Kingdom,
our greatest and most important market, has been neglected. It is
no one's particular business to look after the farmer, though we all
prosper when he prospers. I have taken twelve of our most im-
portant products, and find that the United Kingdom imports of
these over §600 000,000, largely from the United States. Canada
supplies but $§57,000,000 It is our duty as an association, in our
own interests, in the interests of the public, to urge, to insist upon
the appointment of an able and independent trade representative,
who will extend the demand for our products in the British Isles.
When we control the British market with our other products as we
do with cheese, we may then look to less important fields.

1 would also refer to the development of tourist traveland sum-
mer resort business as a means of increasing local trade, but Mr.
Fisher, president of the St. John, N.B., Board of Trade, at my
request, has prepared an excellent paper on this subject, which, 1
am sure, will be listened to with much interest. This is a matter
which might well receive the attention of the Government.  In fact,
in this connection, I am strongly of the opinion that the establish-
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ment of a Department of Forestry, Fish, and Game is of the greatest
importance. Properly and systematically conducted, it would turn
many millions annually in our direction.

The next point, is the securing of business—by which I mean
advertising—from outside. No newspapers inthe world are as well
situated for business as are Canadian newspapers. We have the
two great manufacturing and English speaking countries to draw
from ; yet we get less outside business than the papers of any athec
colony, The recent adoption of a tariff giving British goods a preg
ference of 235 per cent. in this market will seriously effect United
States exports to this country, and materially curtail the advertising.
On the other hand, British manufacturers are spending from 81,000
to $75.000 a year each in newspapers in the Australias where the
populations are very much less than in Canada. They have no
desire to, and will not doanything here, until we have a fair Insolv-
ency Act and laws that will punish frauds on creditors.  They are
very decided in their views. They do not mind dropping a few
hundred pounds in an honest speculation, but they never forget
the loss of ashilling by fraud. Canadians, who havenot beenamong
the leading manufacturers of Great Britain, have no conception of
how bitter is the feeling that exists towards Canada and Canadian
business men.  This is reflected in the city financial agents who
alimost invariably advise their clients not to put money into the
ordinary Canadian securities. Financial and trade papers are con-
tinually talking down the credit of Canadian institutions and Cana-
dian business men. Everyone agrees that we should have an
insolvency law, but the influence of the banks—which get unfair
preference at present—is so great that the Government hesitates to
introduce an Act. A private member has done so, and I think a
committee of this association should be appointed to secure support
to this measure. I think $3.000 a year is the most any Canadian
paperreceives from Britain. We can never secure any important
increases until we haye aninsolvency law.

Apartentirely from sentimental considerations, we make no mis-
take in cultivating British connection. No one whose duties require
him, as mine have, to study this question can come to any other
conclusion. Britain is to-day greater than ever.  With her work-
men's troubles settled—and they are being settled—her manufac-
turers will adopt modern methods and thé best labor-saving
machinery. Then, no country in the world can compete with her,
1 am not alope in this view. It is shared by the able and un-
prejudiced commercial writers in the United States who have given
this question, as most of them have, their consideration.

I cannot leavethis important question without referring to the
energetic and fearless way in which Mr. Willison, in The Toronto
Globe, has handled the question. He has a practical knowledge of
the conditions in England, though he did not come in contact with
as many business men as Mr. Somerville and myself,

VISIT OF BRITISH JOURNALISTS.

Aswas suggested atthe meeting last year, I placed myself in com-
mumnication with the Insutute of Journalists, and, with Mr. Willison,
attended their annual conference, where we were most hospitably
entertained, At his suggestion I asked them to consider the ques-
tion of holding a meeting 1n Canada. This was favorably received
and is awakening a great deal of enthusiasm the more it is dis-
cussed, and 15 turning attention to this country.  Very kind letters
have been received from Lord Glenesk, Sir Hugh Gilzean Reid,
M.P., J. M. Maclean, M.P., and Sir Edward Russell, expressing
the strongest sympathy, but a fear that the difficulties are insur.
mountable. They all recognize the fact that such a visit would do
more than anything clse to draw Canada and the Mother Country
closer together, Sir Edward Russell, the president, supgests that
instead of the association we should select from the membership
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list a number who might be specially invited to come to Canada
and make a tour of the Dominion as our guests.

AMATEUR JOURNALISTS.

A great deal of unpleasantness arose in London during the
Jubilee, owing to the large number of lawyers, doctors, teachers
and other gentlemen bearing letters from Canadian newspapers,
large and small.  They were not as correspondents.  They asked
for the letters to enable them to secure privileges and favors not
gtherwise obtainable. They pestered the High Commissioner,
Colonial Secretary, War Office, Scotland Yard and other public
offices and theatrical managers, and failing to secure favors that
professional journalists would not think of asking, they brought the
profession in Canada into uisrepute and made things most unpleas-
ant by their unseemly conduct. The authorities were unable to
distinguish between professional and amateur; only one with
a personal knowledge could diagnose the difference. They in-
spired attacks upon the Colonial Office in the London newspapers—
at least a Toronto lawyer and a university student so boasted.
Much to their credit, the journalists from Canada recognized with
what the authorities at home had to contend, and said nothing.
On several occasions the presence of these sightseers seriously
handicapped the work of the leading London papers by occupying
their places at public functions. There is no doubt but that the
trouble between Sir Alfred Jephson and the Australian correspond-
ents, which has led to the grants from Victoria and New Zealand
to the Imperial Institute being withdrawn, was due to the claims of
these amateurs. He was not to blame, nor were the correspond-
ents, for the course they took. My attention has been drawn to it
by the authorities and by several London journalists, and I have
been asked if we could not devise some means to remedy the evit.
In fact, several London papers took up the matter latterly. 1 have
been in communication with the officers of the Institute of Journal-
ists, who are overcoming the difficulty to some extent. I thinkthat
our certificates might be amended somewhat, and copies sent to the
High Commissioner's office and other publié departments, and to
the Institute of Journalists. In the meantime, the attention of all
managing editors should be drawn to the great injustice thought-
lessly done by them in granting privileges to these not properly
qualified to receive them. The Institute of Journalists have a cer-
tificate which is found very useful, but they are also considering the
adoption of a special badge.

I desire to place orn record our acknowledgment and apprecia-
tion of the very great kindness and attention shown Canadian
journalists, especially by Lord Selborne, of the Colonial Office, and
by our confreres in Great Britain during the Jubilee, and especially
by Mr. J. M. Maclean, M.P. (president), Mr. Cornish (secretary),
and other members of the Institute,

INELIGIBLE CANDIDATES.

It is important that attention should be drawn tothe necessity of
exercising the greatest care in nominating candidates for member-
ship in the association. Inseveralinstances, recently, two members
have asserted that a man was engaged professionally and habitually
in newspaper work, when such was not the case, This gives un-
necessary work and worry to the secretary and executive committee

. and brings the association into disrepute. The list should be revised

at every annual meeting and any one not entitled to appear on it
should be dropped. The fascinations of journalism draw many
fakirs to it and it is only by the greatest care that we can keep
them out.

REPORTERS AT POLLING BOOTHS.

On an clection day journalists, especially in cities and towns,
are required to go to the polling booths to secure the result of the
vote. Frequently they have to wait outside for one to three hours,
on a cold winter evening, for the ballots to be counted by an agrd
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and stupid returning officer, worried by an over zealous scrutineer,
I think we should ask for an amendment to the Actto permit
reporters to be present during the counting of the batlots. By that
time secrecy is not required. 1 think the press galleries wight be
kindly asked to deal with this question.

EXTENSION OF MEMBERSHIP,

I have had several conferences with the president of the Quebec
Press Association, and heis in favor of having the Qucbec asso-
ciation become part of this organization. Our finances are now in
such a satisfactory condition that we can afford to deal generounsly
with them, and admit the members of the Quebec association at
once to membership, assuming that they are all eligible, without an
entrance fee or the annual subscription for 1898.

A PERMANENT SECRETARY.

The time has arrived when we should seriously consider whether
it will be to the advantage of this association to have a permanent
and well-paid secretary, There are many matters requiring atten-
tion, winch the members ot the executive cannot individually give,
A secretary could easily save and earn his salary. The Japan Tea
Growers' Association, finding that the splendid advertising being
done for Ceylon and Indian teas in American and Canadian papers
is materially reducing the demand for Japans, have voled §140,000
per year to keep their teas before us.  So far, very little of this has
been expended in Canada, because it has not been the business of
any one individual to look after it for the Canadian newspapers.
Mr. Anderson, our commissioner to Japan, has very kindly taken
the matter up, and part of the appropriation may be given to Cana-
dian papers, but the subject still requires to be followed up. 1
could mention a number of similar instances, A monthly confiden-
tial report, such as is sent out by the American Publishers’ Asso-
tion, would now be valuable in Canada.

DEATH OF GEORGE MACLEAN ROSE.

I reqret to recorad the death of an old member of this associa-
tion, the late George Maclean Rose. Little has been seen of him
at our meetings in recent years, but in the earlier history of the
association he took an active interest in its affairs.

OUR FINANCIAL POSITION.

We are to be congratulated upon the improved financial condi-
tion of the association.  All outstanding debts have now been paid
off, we owe nothing, but, instead, have a very satisfactory balance
to our credit, which places us in a Letter position financially than at
any time in the last twelve years.

THE ANNUAL MEETING.

I wish to say that we welcome to the annual meeting all inter-
ested in journalism, whether actually engaged in it or not. We
want their support and encouragement in promoting the authority
and influence of the press. \Vhile the proceedings of the associa-
tion are naturally intended for members only, the annual meenng
—in some of its social features—is intended toattractmen m public
and private life who feel a personal interest in the expansion of the
responsibilities and work of the press.

I cannot close without referring to the noble work performed by
The Montreal Star in collecting a very large sum for reliefin famine
stricken India. 1 heard Mr. Graham's action much commented
on and appreciated in England by those interested in Indian affairs,
and it was recognized that the contributions from Canada were
relatively greater, population and wealth considered, than came
from any other source.

Mr. John Cameron: * I have a suggestion to make m con-
nection with the vote of thanks I desire to move to the president
for the very able address be has just read. I cannot say that I
agree entirely with everything that has been stated in the



6 Tug PRINTER AND PUBLISHER

address, because that could hardly be expected, but with the
great importance of some of the suggestions which it contains I
agree entirely.  For example, I think the president putit almost
too strongly in regard to the matter of newspaper postage. I
think, if I understood him rightly, that the feeling was unani-
mously against any imposition of newspaper postage ; I am
inclined to think that opinion, pretty unanimous last year, has
been somewhat modified in a great many quarters, and I believe
many who were then absolutely opposed to the imposition of
postage believe that some modified form would not only be a
matter of right in itself, but would do a good deal to keep down
and prevent the fake publications.  However, that is merely in
passing, and in moving a cordial vote of thanks, I wish it to be
understood we all have the right of dissent from any portion of it,
My suggestion is that the address be passed on to the executive
committee, because there are many points that may very well
form the subject of resolutions before we adjourn.”

Mr. R, Holmes seconded the resolution, and enquired what
the cost of adopting the suggestion w0 appoint a permanent
secretary would be?

The president replied that he had not gone into the financial
question, but thought they could well afford to pay $1,000 or
$1,500 1f the right man were appointed. Personally, he would
be willing to contribute a considerable share of the amount.
His attention had been called by Mr. Anderson, the Canadian
commissioner to Japan, tc the fact that a large sum of money
had been appropriated by the Japanese to advertise their teas,
in order to keep their trade against the fierce competition of
Indian and Ceylon teas, and not one dollar of that amount had
come to the Canadian papers, although Canada was a large
importer of tea. A general permanent secretary might earn his
salary many times over by looking after the interests of Cana-
dian publishers and securing a fair share of such advertising for
them. With respect to the latter portion of Mr. Cameron’s
motion, he pointed out that it was a rule not to pass such votes
with respect to members of the association, and he therefore
requested that Mr. Cameron would withdraw that portion.

Mr. Andrew Pattullo, M.P.P., said : * I think we might have
a time set for the consideration of the address. Considering
the matter 1t contains, it 15 perhaps the most important we have
ever had 1n the history of the association, and it suggests to us
the dignity, the importance of the association, and the great
possibilities that lie before us.”

Mr. J. S. Willison: “Would it not be far better for the
resolution committee to report on the address, thus putting it
before us in concise form through the medium of two or three
resolutions ?

Mr. Cameron accepted the suggestion of the president and
withdrew that part of the motion thanking the president, and
the motion, amended in accordance with the suggestion of Mr.
Willison, was adopted.

Ottawa Correspondence.,

In introducing Mr. John A. Phillips, Ottawa. correspondent
of The Montreal Gazette, the president said, “ We are very much
indebted to Mr. Phillips for thelocal arrangements made for our
convenience. He has buen indefatigable in his efforts to arrange
for our comfort while here.”

Mr. Phillips was received with a hearty round of applause.

T have,” he said, “ a few notes which I have jotted down,
and I propose to make a few remarks with regard to the value of
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correspendence from Ottawa in its commercial aspect to a news
paper. I will not deal so much with the Ottawa correspondent,
ot what is popularly known as the ¢ Qutawa liae’ from his ability
to send out very startling statements, so much as from the stand-
point of the value that his correspondence is to the paper,
especially in building up the paper.  The Ottawa correspondent
has to fill three positions, as it were. Heis required to possess
the qualities of a newsgatherer or reporter, but he is not an
efficient man 1f he confines himself simply to that. He has Yo
dress up his report a little bit in a different way to that which
the ordinary reporter needs to do. He has to take the place to
a limited extent of his editor, because in the way he tells lus
news he has not only to tell the news, but to define or take a
certain hine of policy on news which he enther gets from the Gov-
ernment he supports, or things that he finds out the wicked
government he opposes 1s going to do. (Laughter).

It is in the manner of telling this that his special value
comes in, as it depends almost entirely on the way a thing is told
whether it is received as a good thing or a bad one, and, as I
look at it, the commercial value is in this. Very {requently, on
the cars, and I think I have had some experience, you notice
that the newsboy comes in to sell the leading papers. If you
watch, as I have done, you will notice that the public who buy
the papers, and the travelling public are very fair representatives
of the reading public, look first for the news, they do not always
look to the editorials, though they are very valuable, but they look
first to the news page, and at least four, or perhaps five, outofsix,or
six or seven out of ten, will look first for the local news of the city
they come from. Ifitis a Toronto or Montreal man, and he
gets the Hamilton or lower province paper, he will just casually
look over it to see if there is anything from the the place he
comes from. ‘Thé next thing is the Ottawa news, the political
news. Politics are so twisted up in everything we do that it 1s
the political news we look for first, and the daily paper that pays
the most attention to the Ottawa correspondence, that is, the
political portion of the paper, are those papers that are easily
the most successful, from a business point of view. (Applause.)
And it is not only the daily, I think, that can be improved by
paying some attention to its news from Ottawa. I think the
country weekly finds great benefit from it also (and T an glad
to be able to notice this, that there is a much larger amount of
correspondence taken now by the country weekly papers from
Ottawa than there has formerly been, to my knowledge, and 1
have been in Ottawa for 2o years). I think at the present mo-
ment I am quite within the mark in saymng that there are 73,
and more than that, weekly papers that receive letters regularly
from Ottawa, and they publish these letters quite as much as a
matter of course as they publish their editorials. I believe that
the improvement Mr. MacLean has spoken of in the small daily
papers, the evening papers in most of the cities, the improved
position they have attained in the last few years is very largely
due to the fact that almost every one cf these papers has some ...
connection with the correspondent “at Ottawa, either directly or
indirectly, through the Associated Press. But the Associated
Press does not fill the position now that it did 20 years ago,
when I came here.  There were only two papers had regular
correspondents at Ottawa—The Globe and The Mail.  Swice
then, every morning newspaper has a correspondent here, and
nearly every evening paper also. Evening papers usually have
local men who are connected with the local papers, and also do
one, or two, or three, indeed, one gentleman does as many as
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five or six evening papers. The remuneration is not so great
as his ability would perhaps justify for his labor, but by
getting five or six papers, he is able to make a fairly good
income and do good service for the paper. I think the work
he does is more than commensurate with the salary he is paid.
I do not think it is necessary for me to say more, except as so
far as the petsonality of the man is concerned. A man who
represents an outside paper, and it is a very decided advantage
vot only for the paper but for the man himself, is thrown into a
class of work that improves his usefulness, in every way, as an
all round man; he gets into habits of looking at thingsina
different way from merely reporting a few incidents that occur
in acity. He bhas to take a broader view, and to look at the
effect which it may have in the country by the way he spreads
his news and information. (Fear, hear.) [ think the Ottawa
correspondents in the past have done yeomen service in this
respect, most notably in the last general election. It was very
largely turned by the manner in which the political matters had
been handled for several years before that by the Ottawa cor-
respondents. I know there is a certain amount of exaggeration
in the reports ; it is not safe to swear to all of them (laughter),
but still there is an honest intention to give the news and to
give it in a readable and attractive manner, which nziurally
leads to a little picturesque writing perhaps. (Applause.) Both
the daily and the weekly pagers gain a decided advantage by
having an accredited representative at Ottawa who tries to assist
his paper by sending the best news. After all, the business of a
newspaper is to collect news and sell it, giving, of course, the
best article it can obtain, and I believe we are trying to do our
work as fairly, honestly and truthfully as circumstances will
admit.” (Applause.)

Forelgn Affairs and the Daily Press.

In the absence of Mr. John Lewis, Toronto Globe, his paper
on “The Daily Press and Foreign Affairs " was, at the request
of the president, read by Mr. A. H. U. Coquhoun, as follows .

When war between two nations seems to be unm.nent, or their
relations become strained, a large part of the cabled or tclegraphed
news consists of newspaper comment. Is the importance of this
comment exaggerated ? It was once remarked that you ought not
to pay too much heed to a newspaper article, 1t was only the work
of one man—or boy. There is some truth, as well as humor, in
this, and yet much is to be said for the soundness of the news
instinct which attaches so much importance to newspaper comment
vn international topics. Either the article is inspired by a Govern-
ment, in which case its significance is obvious , or it represents an
attempt more or less successful to influence pullic opinion, in which
caseits importance will begauged by the measure of success, or, itis
intended to reflect public opinion, to please the reader, or to scll
more papers, in which case, while the motive may not be admir-
able, its vaiue as an indicator of public opinion is undoubted, and
it ought to be scanned with as much care as the weather proba-
bilities. It would seem, therefore, that newspapers may play an

..important part in the maintenance or surrender of national rights,

in the lowering or upholding of national dignity, in maintaining
peace or provoking war, To cite one instance. There can be littie
doubt that a firm, patnotic and wellinformed newspaper press
would have saved France from the disaster of the war with Prussia.
It is no longer genecrally true, 1t it ever was true, that wars are
made only by kings, atistocracies and mulitary chiefs lor their own
selfish ends. That the warlike spirit declines with the growth of
democracy is certainly not supported by the experience of the
most notable example of democratic institutions in the world, the
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republic to the south of us.  We may attribute the jingoism which
is occasionally displayed there to firebrands in Congress or in the
press, but the miebrand would cease to be dangeious if a store of
inflammable material were not at hand. The spark would be
harmless without the gunpowder. Newspaper utterances of a warlike
or insulting kind affect not only the commumty which supports
the newspaper, but the community which is threatened. ** Lvery
nation,'’ says Bismarck, ** must sooner or later pay for the windows
its press has smashed."’

\Where the power of peace or war restdes in the people mnstead
of 1n courts, and where a free press eaists, the press exercises
funcuons which wre essenually diplomatc, diplomacy being defined
as the art of conducting the unercourse and adjusung the mutual
telativns of nativns,  We kunow that under the old vider of things
diplomacy became a fine art, that in face ¢ became toorefined, and
passed through that thin pastition which separatesthe sublime trom
the ridiculous.  We recollect Macaulay's amusing account of the
negotiations of the European powers at Ryswick - **Several meet-
ings were spent in settling how many carriages, how many horses,
how many lackeys, how many pages, each member should Le
allowed to bring to Ryswick, whether the serving men should carry
canes, whether they should wear swords, whether they should have
pistols in their holsters, who should take the upper hand i the
public walks, and whose carriage should break the way i the
streets.  Theve were prolonged quarrels as to who should sit at the
head of the table, as to whether the tepresentative of the elector of
Brandenburg should be called ' Exceliency,’ as to whether the Im-
pertal ambassadors should have a room to themselves and a special
place for theircarriages. The chief business of Hailey and Kauniuz
was to watch cach other's legs.  Neither of them thought it con-
sistent with the diguity of the crown which he served to advance
toward the other faster than the other advanced toward him. If,
therefore, onc of them perceived what he had inadvertently stepped
forward too quick he went back tothe door and the stately minuet
began again. In the middle of Aptril 1t was known to everybody
at the Hague that Charles XI., King of Sweden, was dead; but
etiquette compelled everybody to regard lum as ahve unul, on
June 12, Lihenroth came to Ryswick 1 a carnage hined with black,
and attended by servants in black lveries, and made the lormal
announcement, whereupon the assembly, now formally plunged n
grief, adjourned and went into wmourning."

I do not regard this instance as a solemn warning to journalhsts
in discharging the duties of the new diplomacy. Whatever faults
we may fall into, we are not likely to err on the side of formalty,
or excessive or fantastic displays of courtesy or dignity in dealing
with in national questions. But the excesses and  ,urdiues of
a system may sometimes throw light upon its guid | principles,
and the scruples and punctilios of the diploniats at Ryswick may
be regarded as illustrating, in a fantastic way, a sense of the cxtreme
delicacy of international intercourse, and the necessity that each
representative felt of maintaining the rights and dignity of his own
country without giving any avoidable cause of offence to another.
These prime essentials of diplomacy will always remain, no matter
how the form may change, and they are as binding upon The Ari-
zona Kicker as upon the British Ambassador at Paris or Lord Salis-
bury at the Guildhall. In a community where personal quarrels
are settled by the sword, a punctilious code of honor and courtesy
usually prevails, excesses of speech being curbed by the prospect of
pistols and coffce for two at seven in the morning.  \We are accus-
tomed to congratulate ourselves on the advance of Liviization shown
by the abulition of duelling, but unfortunately our Gvihizauon has
not carried us so far as the alolition of insulung speech,  We
have still something to learn from the old days. If a regacd for
one’s life had a tendency to check the unmannerly tongue, it is
necessary to be still more careful, not to utter the insulting word



S Tne PRINTER AND PUBLISHER

which may plunge two nations in the horrors of war. The duel
hurts nobody but the duellists ; war involves hundredsof thousands
of people who are not responsible for the quarrel.  There is little to
envy in the feelings of the writer who from his comfortable office
watches lads in their «eens marching to the slaughter which his pen
has helped to provoke. There are conceivable occasions when the
writing of a warlike article is a duty ; but it might be well for the
person who feels that duty growing uporn him to go and have a
tooth drawn, or to sleep for one night on the damp ground in hus
garden in order that he may, however faintly, realize what war
means.

But we must not Jose sight of the other side of diplomatic duty—
the duty of upholding with firmness, dignity and courtesy the rights
of one’s own country. With usthe word ¢ jingoism '’ has been
sometimes unfairly applied to a modest expression of the opinion
that Canada has some right to remain on the surface of the earth
and to manage our own affairs, and that, if need be, her people
can manage to exist and be cheerful without any outside
assistance. In private life we find no difficulty in distinguish-
ing between a quarrelsome, bullying disposition and the quict
assertion of one's own rights, self-respect and independence.
We do not tell the quiet man that he must give way for fear of
provoking a quarrel, and we do not hold him responsible for the
quarrel if it should unfortunately ensue. There does not appear to
be any difficulty in applying a distinction to the conduct of nations.
Our position as Canadian journalists involves a good deal of
power and a good deal of responsibility. It is our duty to assist in
the maintenance of the rights of a young and comparatively weak
nation lying alongside of a powerful one ; it is equally our duty to
endeavor to maintain friendly relations with our neighbors, knowing
that a quarrel would be a calamity for the whole English-speaking
world and for the cause of civilization. My object in this paper has
been to express my scnse of the power and the responsibility of
newspapers in dealing with international questions, and to suggest
that something may be learned from the practice of the best diplo-
macy, its restraint, its courtesy and its firmness.

How a Newspaper can Assist in Developing its District.

In the absence of Mr. W. S. Fisher, president of the Board
of Trade of St. John, N.B,, his paper on this subject was read.
Major Macl.ean, in asking the secretary to read Mr. Fisher’s
paper, said : “ It is a subject in which I have taken an interest
for some years. 1 have brought it to the attention of business
men in diflcrent parts of Canada through my papers, and prac-
tical results have followed. I have asked Mr. Fisher to prepare
this paper, because he can tell of the practical and very satisfac-
tory resuits from a brief systematic effort to draw tourist travel.
I want now to interest the newspapers because they are great
gainers by the increased advertising patronage which tourist and
summer resort business brings them.  The State of Maine has
cultivated this business for some years, and I see that the
Maine Press Assoctation recently discussed whether it would not
pay themn to advertise free of charge the smaller hotels and
summer boarding houses to aid 1n drawing tourists.” The
paper was as follows:

In these days of keen competition in every line of thought and
industty, communitics, as well as individuals, are continually
casting about to find some new outlet for enterprise—something
that will help to draw capital from its hiding places, to increase
population and add to wealth.

Taking Canada as a whole, our greatest need is doubtless an
increased population to come in and join with us in the more rapid
development of the resources which nature has so bountifully spread
over our land from the Atlantic to the Pacific; to help fill up its
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fertile valleys and to create happy and prosperous homes. What
country is there the world over that has more to offer the man that
is willing to work ? The variety of our resources and the excellence
of our climate are becoming better known and recognized evcry
day. The year just passed will ever stand pre-eminent as one in
which the eyes of the world have been drawn to usas never before.
The impetus of this is being felt already through the land, and
Canadians as a whole are just beginning to wake up to a realization
of the possiahiies within their reach.

Among the opportunities which up to this time have never been
fully grappled with, or only partially developed, is the question of
TOURIST TRAVEL.

As a means of advertising our country, of bringing it into
prominence, of drawing attention to its beauties of scenery, climate
and resources, it is of the utmost importance, in addition to which
there is the very great direct benefit to be realized from the influx
into the country, through this means, of a goodly amount of hard
cash.

Some one will say this matter is already in good hands. The
transportation companies are working this ground and have been
doing so for years ; hence leave it to them.

While this is true to a limited extent, yet the question is one
in which the interest is so wide, so general, that all classes in this
country, especially in those sections where the natural advantages
are such as to warrant it, can afford 10 lend a hand by acting with
the transportation companies, hotels and others directly interested
in working out plans looking to the development and encourage-
ment of this business.

As the case nowstands, it can only be said that a start has been
made ; the ground has been broken ready for further cultivation,
and it is just here that the ever ready patnotic and progressive
press can be of service in awakening a keener interest in this
question, which, on investigation, will be found to assume a much
more i.nportant nspzfct than at first glance appears.

By way of showing what has been done by other communities
in this direction, in order that we may the better realize the possi-
bilities in store for us, if the work is taken p and pursued with that
vigor thatis 2ssential to the success of any undertaking, let me give
you an example :

Some ten years ago the Board of Trade, of Portland, Me.,
raised a comparatively small subscription among the people of that
city in order to advertise in a systematic manner the delights of
their city and surrounding country asa ‘* summer resort.’* Almost
immediately the good effects were felt by a considerable increase
in travel and conscquent increased expenditure.  Theimpetus thus
given to the movement suggested further extensions, with the result
that hotels were started in desirable places, existing railways added
branch lines, steamship routes were added and new lines were
established, and for the past ten years, through bad times as well
as good, the good work has gone steadily on, until the year just
closed has broken the record, and it is estimated, upon most
rcliable authority, that during the past season = snm of not less
than $11,000,000 has been spent by tourists in the State of Mame.
Of this sum it is cstimated that sportsmen alone contributed over
$2,000,000. This large sum of mney has not goneinto the pockets
of a few, but has been widely scattered throughout all classes.

The magnitude of this total yearly expenditure and the benefit
derived from it, is more fully realized when figured down to a daily
basis. Taking the ‘*tourist season’’ at an average of six months
during cach year, the result of the past year's experience would
mean that during this term of six months more than $60,000 daily
found its way into the pockets of the people of that state.

Can anyonc here think of, or name, any industry in any onc
statc in the Union, or province in Canada, that will equal this?
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Therefore, is it any wonder that the State of Maine is rich and that
the city of Portland is claimed to be the richest city (per capita) in
the American Union, with one single exception? Gentlemen, a
business of this kind going on year after year, and constantly
growing, is better than any gold mine ever discovered ; it is, in
fact, 2 mine of the richest character, with this advantage, that the
more it is worked the richer it Lecomes.

Turning for 2 moment to a notable example in the Old World,
.what is it that has so enriched the little republic of Switzerland,
where it is estimated that not less than $25,000,000 are annually
spent by tourists ?

I have no doubt that many who are here have been privileged
to travel both in Europe and in our own country, and to these par-
ticularly I would say : Have we no scenery that 1s cqual to any the
world over—single glaciers that are equal to all the Swiss glaciers
melted into one and with room to spare ?

To detail what we have to show in this way would be waste of
time, but there is not & man here who is not fully convinced that for
natural advantages there is probably no country undser the sun that
hasso much to offer.  This being the case, why is it not good busi-
ness on our part to make the st of it; to work the opportunity for
all it is worth? Itisyourp... .ege, gentlemen, to make this known,
to work up interest among our own people, so that all may act in
unison, and in that way make known to people, everywhere,
who have money to spend and more to invest, what we have in this
Canada of ours.

If you will pardon me for becoming local I would like to draw
your attzntion to what has been and is now being done in this con-
nection in the provinces by the sea.

In St. John (the Canadian winter port} was started a year ago
THE NEW BRUNSWICK TOURIST ASSOCIATION,

which has been doing good work in preparing and distributing
literature, describing and illustrating thescenery on the noble River
St. John and its tributaries, and also the scenery of the Province of
New Brunswick generally. This has already borne good fruit, and
only needs to be continued to develop in constantly increasing
ratio.

Later on the people in the charming city of Fredericton, on the
River St. John, formed a local association, and have been doing
good and effective work in drawing attention to the Province of
New Brunswick as a **Sportsman's Paradise.”’

Still morc recently the Nova Scotia Tourist Association hasbeen
formed, with headquarters in Halifax, for the same purpose, and
also as a supplement to the efforts that the various steamship and
railway lines centering in that province have been making for some
years.

The transportation companics of that province state that during
last season more than 50,000 tourists found their way to the ** Land
of Evangeline,”” as well as to many other of the charming resorts
and beauty spots so freely scattercd throughout the Provinces of
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island.

Docs not this in itself suggest another thought, viz.: the develop-

ment of inter-provincial travel?

Why should the people in the western sections visit the resonts
of another country while in our own we have many which are
equally attractive 2 Let the people of Ontario and Quebec who
desirc an outing visit the provinces by the sea, where they will be
sure to find a warm welcome, as well as much that will surprise,
delight and instruct them.

_The interchange of opinions thus made more possible between
people living in different parts of our Dominion ; the information
gained and the crroncous opinions corrected wilt do much towards
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cementing our people more closely together and in welding them
jnto a more compact whole.

No more opportune time can be found than the present to
encourage this among all classes. The eves of the people in the
east have been turned toward the wonderful resources of our western
heritage and the great future in store for that portion of our land.
During the same time, and owing very largely to the development
of the importand export business of the country through the port of
St. John during the winter season, much attention has beei. drawn
to the eastern seaboard, and Canadians gencrally are beginning to
realize that the maritime provinces are a very important link in the
chain of communication between the great centres of Canada and
the Motherland, and if, as now appears almost a certainty, this
traffic continues to grow the great importance of having it carried
on through our own port and over our tersitory will become wore
and more recognized, until, it is hoped, the time will soon come
when every true Canadian will feel himself in duty bound to con-
centrate his business through Canadian channels. In doing this
we have everything to gain and nothing to lose ; we are spending
our own money in our own country, and aiding to develop trade
along national lines, and helping to foster that national sentiment
of the west for the east, the east for the west, Canada for Can-
adians, which must exist if our country is ever to become great and

prosperous.
W. R, Fisuer.
St. John, N.B., Jan. 25, 1898.

Upon the motion of Mr. John A. Phillips, seconded by Mr.
A. Pattullo, M.P.P., a hearty vote of thanks was given to Mr.
Fisher for his cxcellent and instructive paper.

The Newspapers =nd the Courts.

Mr. John King, (.C., was next called upon by the president,
but as there was not sufficient time before adjournment to
permit the reading of his paper, he briefly sketched the most
important points.  The paper in full —proofs sheets of which
were distributed to the members—is as follows :

It is now nearly four years sirice the Libel Act of 1894, which
was promoted by the Canadian Press Association, became law in
this province. Its various provisions form part of the consolidated
statute relating to libel anad slander in the revised statutes of 1897.
Experience of the Act in the courts, during that period, has proved
that, although incomplete and imperfect, the measure as a whole
has been a beneficial piece of legislation. Its merits and defects,
and some other points of interest affecting the newspaper press,
constitute a fit subject for review at this annual meeung of the
association.

A PREVENTIVE OF LITIGATION.

The section of the Act limiting the time within which an action
may be brought for a libel contained in a newspaper to threc
months after the publication complained of has come to the notice
or knowledge of the complainant, was designed, among other
things. as a preventive of litigation.  And such, in fact, has been
its effect. A plaintiff cannot now slecp on his rights. if he has any;
he cannot keep a threatened action dangling like a sword of
Damocles over a publisher’s head ; he must bevigilant and prompt
in pursuing the defendant, otherwise his remedy is gone. In
several cases reported to the writer, this section has been an eficctual
bar to vexatious legal procecdings.

THE CONSOLIDATION OF ACTIONS AND ITS BENEFITS.

The provisions of the statute with respect to theconsolidation of
different actions for the same libel, and the assessment of damages
and the apportionment of costs, in such cases, have been a boon
t0 the newspapers. These provisions had two objects in view.
Onc was to restrain unscrupulous persons, who made a trade of
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actions for libel against newspapers, and this object has been fairly
well attained.  The clause in the statute is a straight - hit from the
shoulder " against the traders.  Traffic in libel suits by experts in
the business has been, in great measure, discouraged and dis-
credited.  The other olject aimed at was to prevent a series of
actions, Ly the same plaintiff, being proceeded with and tried
sepacately, against different newspapers for the same, or substan-
tially the same, libel, and excessive damages and costs being
recovered against each. Under such circumstances the different
defendants may hase the actions consolidated and tried together.
The several actions are then treated as one for the purpose of fix-
ing the damages, but as distinct and separate for all other purposes.
The jury, if the case be left to them, determine who of the defend-
ants, if any, are liable for damages, the sum total of such dam-
ages, and the share or proportion of that sum which each defend-
ant should bear, Tle judge determines whether any costs should
be awarded, and, if sc, the share or proportion payable by each
defendant. By this simple process the united defendants do battle
for each other with their united strength, and there is an immense
saving of the *‘sinews of war.'" The benefits of this change in
the law were felt as soon as it was made, in the well-known suits of
Beaton against The Globe Printing Co., and other newspaper pub-
lishers. Separate actions agrinst the different defendants had been
brought by the plaintiff before the passage of the Act, but under
the rule, familiar to lawyers, which makes enactmentsas to proce-
dure retrospective, the provisions of the new statute became applic-
able to the pending suits assoon as the Act was passed. They were
invoked in the casesmentioned , several of the actions were con-
solidated ; and the costs of the proceedings were thereby materially
reduced.

EVIDENCE IN MITIGATION OF DAMAGES.

The statute has been no less beneficial in permitting publishers
to give evidence of certain facts and circumstances which were
previously inadmissible in mitigation of damages. A libellous
news item, or one to the same purport and effect. is sometimes
copied by one newspaper from another, or appears simultaneously,
or at different times, in 2 number of newspapers. The person
libelled brings an action against one of the publishers for damages;
or brings an action and cither recovers, or does not recover,
damages; or, without bringing an action, hereceives compensation,
or compels an agreement for compensation, from one or more of
the newspapers. Prior to the Act of 1894 the publisher of such a’libel,
who was sued for damages, could not give evidence of any of these
facts, although any onc or more of them, if admissible, would have
been proper for a jury to consider in their award ofdamages. The
exclusion of such facts was a hardship; but the Act of 1893
cifectually removed it by permitting the factsto be givenin evidence
in every case of the kind. If a plaintiff should successfully try
out one action, cither before or after commencing another, the
sccond defendant may prove, in mitigation of damages, that the
plaintiff has already received some compensatici forthe libel. And
he may do this in cvery case where compensation for substantially
the same libel has already been made, or agreed to be made, to the
plaintitf by some person, althougzh that person may have had no
action brought against him. The courts have given effect in a
liberal spirit to this remedial clause of the statute, and it has proved
highly satisfactory.

A PERLISHER'S REMEDY AGAINST IS CONTRINUTORS.

Uader the law, prior to May 3, 1S4, a publisher had noremedy
against a person who sent a defamatary communication, or editorial,
to his newspaper.  Although he published the defamatory matter
without a particle of malice and in perfect good faith, and was
“led as alamb to the slaughter ™ by the libellows writer, he had
v redress whatever against him.  However heavily he was hit in
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damages he could not claim compensation. This was on the well-
known principle that there is no contribution between joint wrong-
doers. That is to say, each is responsible for the whole damage,
and if the person injured chooses to proceed against one of the
wrongdoers only, the other cannot be called upon, by the one pro-
ceeded against, to bear part of the damages. A remedy, or rather
a partial remedy, has been provided for this old defect in the law
on two conditions, namely (1) that the defendant did not know
the defamatory matter to be untrue; and (2) that the communica-
tion is not anonymous. If the.c .wo conditions be fulfilled, the®
defendant may, at any stage of the proceedings, have the author
of the communication joined as a co-defendant in the action, and
may claim such relief against him as he is justly entitled to.

WHAT IS AN ** ANONYMOUS "' COMMUNICATION ?

This section of the Act raises the somnewhat nice question :
What is an ‘‘anonymous’* communication within the meaning of
the statute ? The first clause of the section affords the publisher
a remedy in the case of ‘‘any defamatory matter which has been
communicated in writing by any person to such newspaper with a
view to its publication therein.’ The second clause qualifies the
first by imposing the two conditions above mentioned. This
second clause was not in the draft bill, but was added in committee
of the whole House. Without this addition the section was meant
to be directed against defamatory matter in written communica-
tions, strictly so called, namely, letters and correspondence gener-
ally, and also against similar matter in editorials contributed fromn
outside sources. It was not intended to include editorial matter by
members of the newspaper staff, which is invariably anonymous.
The second clause, which speciailly mentions *‘ anonymous com-
munications,’’ is quite consistent with this construction.

The writer has been consulted in two classes of cases in which
the questions of anonymity and of a possible remedy for the pub-
lishers have had to be considered. One of these was wherea
defamatory communication, signed with a false name, was pub-
lished by the editor in the belief that the name was genuine. The
other was where 2 defamatory communication, not signed with the
name of any person, was published, at the request of the writer con-
tained in a private letter with a Sctitious signature. The question
was . Whether these communications were *“anonymous®’ within
the meaning of the statute, so as to afford a ground of reliefagamnst
the writers if their identity could be established ?

The first communication was certainly not **anonymous”' in
the usual sensc of the term. It was pseudonymous ; but, so far as
the complainant was conceraed, its damaging effect was the same.
This being the case, should not the term **anonymous’ receive 2
broader siganification than it usually receives 2 Is it not intended to
include every communication not signed by theauthor with his true
name? If so, a psendonymous communication would be in the
black list. If, on the other hand, **anonymous ' is to be taken in
its ordinary, popular sense, a pscudonymous communication would
not be **anonymous,” because the lexicologists make a clear dis-
tinction between the two. The second communication was clearly
*anonymous,”” butit is a case in which no relief whatever is pro-
vided by the statute for the deception which had been practised on
the newspaper.  Editors nced scarcely be put on their guard
against such frauds. The fact that they are perpetrated shows the
need of verifying written communications, as farjas possible, prior
to publication, and of retawning the manuscript for a reasonable
length of time after it has appeared in print.

A SECTION OF THE ACT THAT NEEDS REVISION.

This section of the statute is open to criticism on other grounds.
Whilc it rectifies one wrong it perpetuates another.  The denial of
its benelits to the publication of statements knowingly false is very
proper, A journalist who permits aspersions on character and
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ieputation, which he knows to Le untrue, 10 be urculated broad-
cast, cannot complain if he is held to strict account, and com

pelled to make reparation. But the denial tu hun of any 1emedy
against the writer of a defamitory cummunicauon, enher in the
form of a letter or an editorial, merely because it s anunymous, is
not reasonable, and detracts ve:y much from the value of the whole
enactment. It is the outcome of a foulish prejudice and tinudity
with respect to anonymity in the press, 2ad stamps it with an
odium which is undeserved  The mnost and best part of newspaper
literature is anonymous, the proportion of matter which is action-
able, as compared with that which is not actionable, 15 a mere
bagatelle. In the present instauce the precaution taken by the
Legislature strikes one as over-fastidious. It was unnecessary, so
far as the newspaper is concerned, and is actually prejudicial to
the person defamed. It was unnecessary, because a publisher
would have to disclose the identity of his anonymous contributor if
he wished to prefer a claim against him ; and it is prejudicial to
the person aggreved, because such a disclosure would have en-
abled him to sue both writer and publisher. The .ourts will not
compel a publisiier to give up the name of an anonymous corres-
pondent ; in fact, they have justified his refusal to do so. It s the
rule in newspaper offices to treat anonymous contributions as con-
fidential, and certainly the seal of confidence will not be broken
when nothing is to be gained by it. There may well be an excep-
tion to the rule when an editor has been deceived and imposed
upon by an anonymous contributor, and his newspaper has been
dragged into an expensive law suit. But, in every such case, the
Legislature has declared that he shall have no recourse against the
impostor. The enactment, as a whole, is, in these particulars at
least, fairly open to revision.

AN OLD GRIEVANCE REMEDIED.

The Act of 1894 also removed one of the special grievances of
thespress arising out of appeals against orders granting or refusing
security for costs. 'Where such 2n order has been made by a local
judge in the outer counties, there may be only one appealto a
judge of the High Court in Chambers. Wherea judge of the High
Court has made the order in the first instance, the order is final,
and there is no appeal. The rule thus laid down is two-edged,
and cuts both ways; but it at the same time favors cheap and
speedy justice.

THE DEFINITION OF ' NEWSIPAPER ' OUJECTIONABLE.

These are some of the merits and defects of the statute. It
contains, however, one other notable defect, and that is in the
definition which it gives of the term **newspaper.” The wording
of the definition excludes from the benefit of the Libel Act an im-
portant class of publications which are fairly entitled to its protcc-
tion. This is a very scrious matter for the publishers, and a very
strong objection to the Act asitstands. In areview of the legis-
lation of 1894, contributed to The Canadian Law Times three
years ago, the writer had occasion to trace the origin, and explain
the object, of the definition in question. it was shown to have
been derived from a statute of William IV'., which followed, on this
point, a series of Acts commencing as far back as the reign of
Queen Anne, and ending in the reigns of George 111 and George
IV. These statutes imposed stamp dutics on certain publications
designated as ** newspapers,”’ and affixed heavy penaltics for issu-
ing them without stamps. For cxample, Addisun’s famous
* Spectator,”” one of the English classics, was taxed under the
statute of Anne, and grievious complaint is made of this by the
great essayist in one of the numbers. The statute of William 1V'.,
from which the definition of **newspaper™ in our own statute was
originally taken, was meant to be, and was, in fact, a definition of
certain ** newspapers”* that were intended to be brought wathin the
stamp laws. The preamble of the Act expressly declares that the
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intery al of tnenty-=ia days between the publication ot the pants vt
numbers of - as therein deuned, was adopted for the
purpose of restraining the publicaton of paj.eis
hatred aad contempt of the Guvernment and constitutiun of these
realms as by law established, and alsv vilifying our holy relygion,
This was the reason assigned by the Act for thewr beny subyected
tv stamp duties, It 15 mamtest, thereture, that the vbjeet ot the
statute 1n setung a ume hmut of twenty-sia days, beyond which the
numbers of these **newspapers  should not be printed, wasto
1mpose « tax upon them, and thereby to repress, as 1ar as possible,
a Jlas~of hiterature that was regarded as nuchievous and dangerous
both to Church and state.

newspapers,
“t uhing to eacnte

A CRITICIHM UV THE CANADIAN LAW TIMES,

The following quotation from the writer's comments in The
Law “Times on the subject is still in point, and always will be unul
the law is charged . ** The definition in this section has been a
good deal criticized, and properly so, on account of its excluding
monthly periodicals, and especially monthly trade papers, from the
benefits of the Act. The latter are, without exception, highly useful
and well conducted publicatioas, and are of infinite service to an
increasingly large class of readers.  They are devoted to the various
manufacturing, mercantile and trade interests of the country, and
contain *public news intelligence, or occurrences,” and ‘remarks
or observations thereon,” relating to those interests, and also to the
current cvents of the day. They do notharbor ' blasphemous and
seditious libels ° ; they do not excite *hatred and contempt of the
Government,® or vilify ‘our holy religion® ., they are neither
dangerous nor mischievous, as was the baneful brood of prints at
which the penal Act of Gearge was aimed.  Except that they are
published at intervals *excreding 26 days,” theyare ‘newspapers,’
de facto. Why should they rot be *newspapers® de jure? Public
opinion has long since declared thatthey should be, yet the Ontano
Legislature has persistently adhered to the cffete formula which
places them, as compared with other vehicles of intelhgence, under
the ban of the law. This species of intolerance 1s indeflensible.
One of the arguments advanced in its favor 1s, that arucles in
monthly publications are usually written with more deliberation
than those in ordinary newspapers.  Krgo, if they are defamatory,
they should receive no more comfort than is afforded them at com-
mon law. This is very specious reasoning, and the facts are
entirely against it. Every journalist knows that many leading
articles are prepared with the greatest care and circumspection, and
often long in advance of their appearance in print. The private
cabinet of the editor of The T.ondon Times is said to contain an
obituary of every great living Englishman. The judgments in the
Auorney-General v. Bradbury & Evans (a decision on the section
in question previously referred to in The Law Times articles) pre-
sent no such argument, * * % Thetimesand thecriteria have
changed since George the Third was King.  The whole life of the
press has been revolutionized, and the ‘tax on knowledge,” along
with the odious penalities by which it was enforced, has been swept
away. The number ¢26° isat the best purcly arbitrary: it no
longer marks the line *between news and history®; its raison
d'etre is not cven tenable. The origin and object of the penal
statute, under which the decision referred to was given, had every-
thing to do with its provisions. Why should an archaic enactment,
passed for a specitic purpose, and to suppress glaring and perilous
evils that no longer cxist, be imposed on any respectable publica-
tion in our time?

**These were some of the considerations which influenced a
proposal to the Legislature at ats last session to extend the benefits
of section two to monthly penodicals and trade papers. Thesimple
change of *26days to * 31 days would have done this; bw, far
and reasonable as was the proposal, 1t was not entertaned.  \When
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the libel clauses of the Crimina! Code were before the Dominion
Parliament, the attention of the late Minister of Justice, Sir John
Thompson, was directed to a similar definition in the bill.  He at
once recognizedthe justice of the proposedamendment, and the bill
was amended accordingly, We can only hope that, at some future
time, the Local Legislature will follow the precedent set by the
Dominion Legislature under the guidance of the distinguished
jurist who has since passed from the scene.”’ The definition of
ssnewspaper '* in the Libel Act should be the same as it is in the
Criminal Code, and the civil and criminal law on that point be
made uniform.
PROOF OF PUBLICATION—A VALUABLE DECISION,

During the past year or two a number of judicial decisions
have been given, touching the rights and liabilities of journalists,
which are worth noting. In the action of D*'Ivry v. The (Toronto)
World Newspaper Co., there was secured from the highest court
in the province a judgment of special interest and value to the
newspaper press.  In the course of the proceedings in the action
the question was raised, whether the defendant corporation could be
compelled to produce its file, or any copy of the paper containing
the alleged libel. The production was sought for the purpose of
proving the publication of the statements complained of, which was
in fact proving the plaintifi’s case. It was resisted by the company
on the ground that, libel being a criminal offence as well as a civil
wrong, the production might expose the company and its officers to
a criminal prosecution, and was, thererfore, privileged. Asagainst
this claim of privilege it wasargued, thata corporationisan artificial
entity which can have no malice, and is, therefore, incapable of
being prosecuted, or punished, for the publication ofa malicious libel.
This answer was held by the Court of Appeal to benvalid. The
judgment declaresthat it is sufficiently clear, under the Criminal
Code, thatacorporation may be prosecuted, convicted and fined, for
sucha publication. Thatirdividual publishers may be indicted and
punished, was long since settled law,

The arguments and judgments in the case, published at the
time, indicated the ratio decidendi as to the production of the news-
paper file, or a copy of the paper containingthe defamatory matter,
being privileged. The Ontaric Evidence Act provides that no
person is compelled to answer any question tending to criminate
himself, orto subject him to prosccution for a penalty.  Although
not so expressly enacted, the same rule was held to apply to the
production of documents. Mr. Justice Osler, on that point, says:
++ The statute appears merely to have embodied the existing law as
to the protection of the witness against answering questions tending
to criminate, though including the case of a party examined asa
witness, or for the purpose of discovery. Production of documents
is not, in terms, provided against, but, on principle, it would seem
that there should be exactly the same privilege in regard to that as
in regard to answering interrogatories, or questions put to a witness
or party. "’

In another part of his judgment, refering to an authoritative
decision on the subject, he says: **Lord Eldon's opinion was that
a party was protected against answering any question not only that
had a direct tendency to criminate him, but that formed one step
towards doing so; and this seems to be the law, with the qualifica-
tion that the party or witness must pledge his oath to his belief that
such would or might Le the effect of his answer, and that itappears
to the presiding judge that, under all the circumstances, such belief
is likely to be well founded.™”

Mr. Justice Maclennan also says: ** That the privilege extends
as well, and to the same extent, to the production of documents as
to answering of interrogatories and the giving of evidence, and may
be claimed in the same way, is established'* by certain decisions
of the English courts, which he proceeds to cite,

It thus appears that the production of any document, quite as
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much as the answer to any question, which may tend directly or
indirectly to criminate—+‘that forms one step towards it,”" as Lord
Lldon says—is privileged, in other words, it 1s not compellable.
The rule 15 a broad one, and should remain so as long as hbel is in
the criminal calendar. This heing the law, no individual publisher,
and no officer of a newspaper company, should be blamed for
invoking it by declining to admit publication, or to answer any
question, or produce any document, which may expose him to a
criminal charge, however innocent he may be, It is the risk of a
prosecution, with its attendant annoyance and odium, that the'
privilege is intended to guard against.

A DEFENDANT'S PRIVILEGE IN CRIMINAL CASES.

In the case of criminal proceedings for libel the rule is different,
at least in regard to individual publishers under certain conditions,
inasmuch as the Dominion Evidence Act has abolished this privi-
lege of a witness. Under that Act a witness is not excused from
answering questions tending to criminate, and, on principle, the
the production of documents having a like tendency would not be
protected. But this would only be where the defendant wasa volun-
tary witness, If an individual publisher, prosecuted for libel,
tendered himself as a witness on his own behalf, he would not be
privileged from producing his file, or the copy of his paper contain-
ing the statements complained of, or from answering questions
tending to prove publication, or from admitting publication. A
doubt would arise, however, if the defendant did not tender himself
as a witness. Not being a compellable witness on the part of the
Crown, under the Dominion Evidence Act, as he is for the plaintiff
in a civil action under the provincial Act—Dbecause a person
accused of a criminal offence is only a competent, and not a com-
pellable, witness—could production of the file, or of a copy of the
paper containing the defamatory matter, be compelled if the
defendant did not enter the witness box? It is certainly arguable
that, as he is not obliged to testify, neither is he obliged to produce
documents of an incriminating character, which his file clearly
would be. Noris it at all certain that, in the case of the prosecu-
tion of a newspaper company for libel, the production of the file
could be compelled from the defendants. The company, as such,
could not be compelled, because it is an artificial person. But
could production be enforced through any of its officers who repre-
sent it, and who are the vicarious offenders by standing in its room
and stead? The courts must answer this query, should it ever
arise. It was not necessary to decide any of these moot points in
the Court of Appeal, and they are not covered by any of the judg-
ments. The court, however, as we have seen, has distinctly and
unanimously held that the production of the file, or of any copy of
the paper containing the detamatory matter, will not be compelled
in a civil action for libel against a newspaper corporation, affirming,
on this point, the opinions of four judges in thecourts helow. This
decision, of course, holds good as to individual publishers.

The appellate judges expressed regret at the present state of the
law, which enables a defendant in civil proceedings to put such
difficulties in the way of proving publication, and intimate that the
law should be amended. Itis not the fault of the newspaper press
that the law has not been so amended ; a change was suggested five
years ago. The alternative presented to a publisher of seeking
refuge in a seeming technicality—a technical night gown, asa witty
member of the bar has expressed it—or of producing evidence
against himself for a criminal prosecution for Jibel, is not an agree-
able one. His being forced to claim privilege may be exceedingly
prejudicial, as indeed it has been, even in the case of a meritorious
defence. There could be no objection to an amendment of the law
so long asa proper safeguard is provided against a prosecution for
the same libel, publication of which is sought to be proved by the
production by the defendant of the newspaper file, or of a copy of
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the paper containing the defamatory matter. If a complainant
ch. ses to proceed civilly instead of crimunally, he should be bound
b. .hat as his final and only remedy , or else the defendant should
be protected against criminal proceedings. Aa amendment w hich
would facilitate a criminal prosecution, in additton to an action for
damages, would be open to grave objection.

AN AMENDMENT OF THE LAW SUGGESTED.

It must be admitted, however, that a ready method ot ascer-
taining and proving who is responsible for the publication of a
newspaper is a desideratum in our law, both civil and criminal. In
England an attempt has been made to fix responsibility by the
Newspaper Libel and Registration Act of 1881. An infringement
of its provisions renders the proprietors, publishers, or printers, as
the case may be, liable to heavy penalties. That Act was the re-
sult of a state of anarchy in Britain similar to that which prevails in
this country. The disclosures made Letore the select parliamentary
committee on the law of libel, which sat in 1879, virtually com-
pelled legislation in the matter, The English Act is defective in
some important particulars; for example, in not being applicableto
joint stock newspaper companies, in not providing for immediate
registration 1n certain contingencies, or for making the registration
of a change of ownership compulsory on either the old or the new
proprietors of a newspaper. A better model, for the press and
public alike in this country, may be found in the statute books of
the prairie province of Canada. Under the Newspaper Act of
Manitoba, a newspaper publisher and newspaper corporations are
required to file, in the office of a certain court official, an affidavi-
setting forth the names of the paper and publishers, the place of
publication, etc., and a certified copy of this affidavit, produced at
the trial, is accepted as proof of thefacts contained therein, and dis-
penses with proof of the purchase of a copy of the paper at the
office of publication, Non-compliance with the law in this respect
subjects the party to penalties, and deprives him of the benefits of
the Libel Act, which is very much the same as our own. This
species of proof of publication was suggested in some draft amend-
ments submitted to the Attorney-General of this province in 1893,
and is worth considering in the event of any further amendments of
our own law.

DECISIONS RELATING TO SECURITY FOR COSTS.

That the Ontario law is capable of some amendment was de-
monstrated in this same case of I)'Ivry v. The Wo:ld, when, it
appearing that security for the defendants’ costs of the action had
been obtained in the cheapest and most convenient way possible,
further security was refused, under the rule of practice providing
for such security, on the ground that the defendants had made their
election and were bouad by it, unless they could have foreseen at
the outset that further security would be necessary. This interpre-
tation of the rule, which holds good as against defendants in all
sorts ol actions, and which increases the costs of litigation, is nar-

row, illiberal, and unreasonable, and should be rectified by legis-
lation.

Then again, security for costs cannot be obtained under the
statute where the alleged libel involves a criminal charge, namely,
a charge that the plaintiff has been guilty of the commission of a
criminal offence. This is a proper provision , but there should be
no doubt that such a charge is involved before security is refused
on that ground. \Where on the evidence, oral and written, taken
on an application for security, it clearly appeared that a criminal
charge was not involved, the courts have held that the language of
the statements complained of can alone be looked at, and that the
evidence must be entirely disregarded.  This is an extraordinary
decision, and one which was not thought possible under the present
Libel Act. There should be some more reasonable limit to the rule
laid down by the judges that the meaning of the language—libel or
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no libel—in such a case, should always be fur the jury, and shuuld

admit ot no eaplanation by evidence prot to the tual,  Lhe enect
of the rule is, not only to prevent security being pianted against
mere speculators in damages, but alsv to increase immeusely the
costs of actions in which there 1s a perfectly good defence.  Why

should not the uestion uf libel or no libel, even where a cniminal

charge is said to be involved, as e.g., whete it clearly appears that
the statement complained of was made by the plaintiff himself, be
sometimes determined at an earlier stage than the trial 2 [n con-
sidering whether matter is libelious it s the duty of the judge at the
trial to say whether, it reasonably considered, it can be libellous,

If he considers that the statements complained ot are capable only
of one meaning, and that not defamatory, or are capable of a de-
famatory meamng, but no reason is given for attaching that mean.
ing to them, it is his duty to withdraw the case from the jury and
nonsuit the plaintiff.  The question of libel or no libel must not
always and necessarily be left to the jury as to statements not in
themselves libellous, i.e., in their proper and natural weaning,
according to the ordinary rules of interpretation, without some evi-
dence either of a libellous purpose on the part of the writer, or of
some other extrinsic facts calculated to lead reasonable men to
understand them in a libellous sense.  These legal principles are
well understood.  But why not give effect to them as soon as pos-
sible? \Vhy waittill the trial before applying them to the case in
hand? Cases have arisen in our courts in which, on applications
for security for costs, no sane reason has been given for attaching a
defamatory meaning to the matter complained of, and no evidence
has been produced of any libellous purpose, or of any of the etrin-
sic facts just mentioned. In fact, the evidence on these points, on
the applications in question, was entirely, or almost entirely, in
favor of the defendants.  Yet, the rule that libel or no libel is for
the jury having been invoked, not only was no security granted,
but the defendants were put to all the additional expense of defeat-
ing the plaintiffs at the trial.  Care would have to be takenin a
modific. tion of the rule ; but there can be no doubt that, if it were
less rigid in this respect, the courts would be spared a great deal of
unnecessary, vexatious and expeasive litigation, and the costs of the
administration of justicein all the counties would be correspondingly
diminished.

REPORTS OF PUBLIC MEETINGS—CAN THE LAW BE IMPROVED ?

Another matter, which has occasionally provoked discussion in
the press, is the newspaper publisher’s responsibility in damages for
publishing statements by a person at a public meeting for which the
speaker either is not liable at all, or is not made hable. How does
the law stand on this point, and is there any remedy which can be
suggested for the publisher without prejudice to the public? Under
our Libel Act the protection of privilege is extended to reports of
public meetings on certain conditions. The meeting must be law-
fully convened for a lawful purpose and open to the public, or be a
lawful meeting to which the public are invited by an announcement
published in accordance with the Act. The report must be fair and
accurate, and published without malice, and the publication of the
matter complained of must be for the public benefit.  The privilege
conterred by these cnactments, being subject to the condinons
stated in them, is what is called a quabified privilege.  The same
sort of protection is given to reports of pubhic meetings by the
Criminal Code; but it is not given, either under the Libel Act or the
Code, if the defendant refuses to insert in the newspaper in which
the report containing the matter complained of appeared, *'a
reasonable letter or statement of explanation, or contradiction,'* by
or on behalf of che complainant. ’

The law as thus laid down wus very fully discussed by the writer
in a paper read before the association at its Ottawa meeting in
March, 1892, but nothing was thensaid on the question of hability as
between the original utterer of defamatory statements at a public
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meeting, and the newspaper which publishes them. Cases con-
stantly arise where an editor has to decide, on the spur of the
moment, whether charges dehiberately made on a public platform
are ** for the public benefit."”  This1s nocasy matter ; and, should
he decide wrongly, Ins pubhication of the charges is unpriviteged
and exposes lus journal to an action. In such a case the primary
responsibility should rest on the speaker, but unfortunately it does
not. In fact, he1s not legally hable at all unless there be proof of
special damage. The Jaw on this point is far better than it once
was, but it is sull capable ot improvement—not, we should say, by
freesng the newspaper propnetor from liability, but by holding the
original speaker responsible also. Under our present law the news-
paper, unless the matter pubhishedis privileged, must bear the whole
brunt of the action. Is there any reason why the original slanderer
should not be made at least partially responsible? This might be
accomphshed by an enactment providing for his being joined 1n the
action cither at the outset, or under the procedure, familiar to law-
yers, by which a person entitled to an indemnity may join the in-
demmnified person in the action, and be entitled to a remedy over
against him. In the casein question this might be done condition-
ally, namely, upon it being shown to the satisfaction of the court
that the person sought to be so joined was aware, when he public-
ly uttered the defamatory statements, that newspaper reporters were
present. P’rovision mightalso be made, in the event of thejoinder,
for enabling the jury to apportion the damages as between the
speaker and the newspaper, in the same way as that is now done
with respect to the different defendants in consolidated actions for
the same libel. The objection that this procedure would make a
man who only intends toslander responsible for libel, would scarcely
be tenable. The real effect would be to put a man who utters a
slander, which he knows will be reported, in the position of one who
incites another toreport a slander. The latter is, as the law stands,
liable to an action for libel. \Vhatever may be the objection toit in
theory, the amendment suggested has at least this merit, that, in
every such case, the newspaper would be afforded a remedy, which
it has not now, and would at the same time remain responsible to
the person defamed.

CRIMINAL LIBEL ON THE PACIFIC COASTY.

Turning for a moment to some recently developed features of the
criminal law of libel, there is onecase to which, for obviousreasons,
only a briet reference can be made. The prosecution for libel
instituted by two members of the British Columbia Government
against several gentlemen connected, in various capacities, with
The Province newspaper, published at Victoria, B.C., promises to
be a cause celebre.  The proceedings so far have been of a pre-
liminary character, but the extraordinary featurc of them that
challenges comment is the fact that none ol the defendants were
permitted to give evidence of the truth of the alleged libel! The
two honorable gentlemen, at whose instance, presumably, the com-
plaint was laid, were called in turn as witnesses for the defence,
and were interrogated in support of the plea of justification, butthe
questions asked were objected to and were disallowed by the pre-
siding magistrate ! The stenographic report of the hearing, pub-
lished in The Province, does not state the reasons for the objection,
or why effect was given toit, but, with all due deference to the
bench and the bar of the sister province, it may be said, that it will
be difticult to find authority in support of such an objection, or
such a ruling, in the present state of the law,  Justification in the
sense that the alleged defamatory matter 1s true, and was published
at the time for the public benefit, 15 always a good defence to a
charge of cnminal hbel.  Prior to the Code, when only the case
for the prosecution could be presented at the heanng, a defendant
charged with pubhshing a hibel, knowing 1t to be false, nught, on
the prosccutor s witnesses, conduct lus
defence in such a way as to show that the alleged libel was true ;
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and that course was adopted, as we know, in a number of hbel
prosecutions in this province. Under the Code a defendant is per-
mitted to make every defence at the prelimnary hearing of an
indictable offence which ne may makeat the tnal ; and libel fur-
mishes no exception to the rule.  The nghts of a defendant in that
regard—and this remark is peculiarly applicable to the case in
question—have been extended indirectly by the provision in the
Dominion Evidence Act which excuses no person from answering
any question tending to criminate him, or to estabhish his liability
to a civil proceeding at the instance of the Crown, or of any other
person, So that the defendants in The Province case were quite
within their rights in calling the private prosecutors, or any other
persons, for the purpose of justifying the alleged libel ; and none
of them who were so called could lawfully refuse, and should not
have been permitted to refuse, to answer any question tending to
prove that plea, even were the answer a sclf-criminating one.

There may have been some subtle or mysterious point in the
case, which is not disclosed in the published reports, and which
may serve to explain this novel judicial ruling, but, from our pre-
sent vantage ground, itis inconceivable what this can be. Mean-
while a flagrant wrong has been done the defendants, and the
Legislature and the press are constrained into silence. The ques-
tion of procedure, and the committal of the accused journalists un-
heard, indefensible as this must appear, are of minor importance
compared tothe injury to the administration of justice, which has
been brought into contempt. The denial of justiceis a serious mat-
ter in any case, however trivial; its denial to a prominent and
respectable public journal, pleading to be heard in its own defence
at the bar of 2 criminal court in a British province, on questions of
grave moment to the great body of the people, recalls the evil days
of ex-officio informations for libel at Westminister Hall. It raises
an issue between the administrators of the law and the liberty of the
subject—to say nothing of theliberty of the press—which, we should
hope, cannot long remain in abeyance or uncertainty.

THE BANE OF THE PRESS AND ITS ANTIDOTE—AN EDITOR'S
RESPONSIBILITIES,

There are some actions against newspapers which no amount ot
editorial care can prevent. Nine out of ten of these are brought by
persons who have no real grievance, and no means of paying costs
if they lose, simply in the hope of extorting a compromise. There
isbut one effective remedy for so gross an abuse of the process ot the
courts, and thatis a compulsory indemnity of the publisher before
thewrit is issued. This remedy is not unprecedented ; it has legis-
lative sanction in the United States where personal reputation is as
precious as it is here, and where the door is closed against none
who have a right toenter the forum of justice. Isit too much to
ask a similar measure of relief against professional brigands in this
country? Is it unreasonable to entreat the Legislature to recognize
the principle that no onc may wantonly injure the members of an
honorable profession whose interests are identical with those of the
people whom they serve?  Are not journalists, as the literary police
of the nation, fairly entitled to all the protection which the law can
give them in the honest and fearless discharge of their public duty ?

These are questions which the law-makers of the country, who
admit the great public usefulness of newspapers, should be invited
seriously to consider. And, in so doing, they should be remwnded
that the liability to actions of the character just described is im-
mensely increased by the difficulties incident to modern journalism.
Some of the cases which have been referred to, and notably the
Beaton suits, which were based on an associated press despatch
from a foreign country, lustrate the penls which encompass the
editor in the discharge of hus responsible duties.  There was a ime
when the centre of danger lutked in the leading arucie—and some-
times it lurks there still—but in these modern days, when the world
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of the newspaper, and especially of the daily newspaper, has grown
so immeasurably, the danger has shifted to the news columns.
From these it is inseparable, and it increases with the expanding
sphere of newspaper activity. The systeuwr of news purveying
which now prevails makes it impossible for an editor to verify the
intelligence which pours into an office from all parts of the world,
often in the small hours of the morning. He finds himself respon-
sible for the accuracy, judgment and bona fides, not only of his
own correspondents, but of hundreds of others of whom he knows
nothing, but with whom he is put in temporary contact by the
electric wire and the ever-v.idening circle of news agencies, which
play so large a part in the life of the modern press. This remark-
able change in the circumstances of the newspaper has produced a
corresponding change in the moral aspect of newspaper libel.
What was once a deliberate and intentional offence is now usually
an accidental and involuntary wrong. Anyone familiar with the
management of a daily newspaper knows that, in the vast majority
of cases—and there are many cases of which the general public
never hear—the wrong done is one of that class. Itis the growing
perception of this state of things which hasled the Legislature, from
time to time, to discriminate between the moral character and the
legalconsequences of newspaper libel, and to endeavor to reconcile
them, as far as possible, without impairing any real saleguard to
reputation. How farit is expedient to do this is always an arguable
question. Some of the legislation, which we have been considering,
has helped, to a certain extent, to solve the difficult problem, and,
in so far as it has been successful, it is entitled to generous praise.

WISE ADMINISTRATION AS NECESSARY AS GOOD LAWS,

The newspaper press is greatly indebted to the Legislature of
Ontario for the law of libel as it stands. With some slight changes,
such as those indicated, the law would be improved, to the mutual
advantage of publishers and the newspaper public. Too much,
however, should not be expected from legislation. Not a few of
the present grievances against the libel law are due, not to the Act
itself, but to the spirit in which, in some cases, it is administered in
the courts, and to anomalies and absurdities which still prevail in
our general rules of procedure and practice. These rules govern
in all cases not expressly covered by the statute, and a good deal
of discretion is allowed in their application. This discretion is not
always wisely exercised. In one important case, which the writer
has in mind—a purely speculative action by a worthless plaintiff
who was eventuzlly defeated—the defendants were harassed by re-
peated applications in chambers for information which had been
fully disclosed on oath, and set out in the statement of defence.
There are occasionally cases of that character in which costs are
heaped up by the toleration extended to technicalities and sharp
practice, and in which effete precedents are applied to our modern
system of procedure for the perversion, instead of the furtherance,
of justice. Abuses like these the Legislature can do little to
remedy. They come rather within the dictum of the ancient phil-
osopher, that ‘*a good law is not more necessary than men with
proper sympathies and understandings to administer it."’

UNIFORMITY OF LAWS—A NATIONAL I'RESS ASSOCIATION.

Before concluding this paper the writer has a suggestion to
offer, from a lawyer’s standpoint, with respect to the objects of the
association, which may be worth consideration at the present meet-
ing. In hisinvestigation of the law of libel, in the different pro-
vinces of Canada, he has discovered many divergencies and differ-
ences both in the substantive law and in the practice and procedure
of the courts, cspecially in civil cases.  The criminal law and po-
cedure, being under our Constitutional Act within the legislative
jurisdiction of the Dominion Parliainent, is the same for the whole
of Canada ; the civil law, being within the domain of civil rights,
which are under the legislative jurisdiction of the several provinces,
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is not. Indeed, the civil law is as varied in character as the
Dominion itself.  For example, Manitoba, the youngest province
of the Dominion, has a statute relating to libel superior far to any
that is to be found in the oldest provinces. It is based largely on
our Ontario statuts, excepting the provisious incorporated from the
Act of 1894, which we have been reviewing, It has also a News.
paper Act which contains a number of clauses that will bear repro-
duction in other provincial statute books, e.g., those providing a
ready mode of proving publication of a newspaper, which is much
needed in Ontario.  In Quebec there is no civil law of libel that is
worthy of the name. A gallant effort wasmade a year ago to carry
a fairly good libel bill through the Legislature, but unfortunately it
failed. The provinces by ** the loud-resounding sea** are,in their
law, far behind their sister provinces of Ontario and Manitoba, In
Ontario we have, on the whole, a good law, but it is far from per-
fect; and there is still room for a little missionary effort on the part
of the J]aw reformer.  We thus see how wide and fruitful isthe field
in which uniformity of law-making may be cultivated.

Uniformity of laws and procedure is most desirable, whenever
possible, because it conduces to uniformity of interpretation and
decision, and imparts consistency, confidence and strength to the
Jjudgments of thecourts. Is it not possible for this association to
make a new departure in its objects and general policy, by
endeavoring to promote uniformity in the substantive law of libet,
and in the practice and procedure relating to it, in the different
provinces ? This might be accomplished in various ways. One,
not the least effective and successful, would be by the formation of
a National Press Association, with a constitution so framed on federal
lines and principles as to enlist the best efforts of the newspaper
press in every part of the Dominion. Suchan association would be
an incalculable benefit to Canadian journalism. The national
body, composed of representatives from all the provincial bodies,
might be charged with matters like the criminal law and the law of
copyright, which are of general concern, and could render very
material service in bringing about uniformity inthe civil laws. The
provincial bodies, which would, of course, still maintain their separ-
ate autonomy, could deal with matters of a localor provincial char-
acter. There are inany other matters and questions, besides a
supervision and improvement of the law of the press, in which
such an association could powerfully intervene, and which it could
promote with immense advantage to the publishing interest and to
all its allied interests and trades. Time will not permit of further
discussion of the subject, attractive and inspiring as it is; but one
thing is certain, the mission of associated newspaper cflort in this
country is far fromn beingaccomplished. Canadian journalistn must
develop with the nation ; its march must be onward and upward ;
it must follow, with commensurate and ever-broadening aims and
aspirations, the star of Canadian empire whithersoever it takes its
way.

Toronto, March, 18g8. J. King.

After Mr. King had concluded his digest of the paper,
Mr. A. Pattullo, M.P.P,, said: *“There is just one sug-
gestion 1 would like to make in connection with that
very valuable paper.  Allusion has been made here this
this mormng—surpnse was, I believe, expressed—that legis-
lation was not recently sought in the Ontano Legisla-
ture on the lines laid down in Mr. King’s paper. I would like
to say, on behail of myself and of my brother journalists who
are in the House, that the matter has been considered. OQur
duty bas been pointed out, my own duty rather specially, by
my genial friend of The Hamilton Spectator, who takes a great
interest in this association, as well as m mysclf and other mem
bers. The first session I was there, journalistic modesty pre-
vented me taking the subject up in your behalf.  This sessivn
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we had a special reason for not doing so, and it was this. The
session was brief and a great deal of work had to be crowded
into a few weceks, and I felt it would be useless to attempt to
get legislation on the law of libel from the Legislature in its
dying moments. I agrec with the paragraph in Mr. King’s
paper, that the legislation we desire from the Ontario House is
not sweeping changes in the present law, but slight changes for its
improvement (Hear, hear); and, looking at the composition of
the House as it has been and will be, I think we can reasonably
hope to get that legislation 1 the near future.”

Mr. John King, Q.C.: “I also made enquiries, and was
told it would be hopeless to take up this legislation at the last
session.”

Mr. W, . Maclean, M. P.:  *“There is one point in con-
nection with the libel legislation that 1 would like to sec taken
up, and that is the harrassing of newspapers in one province by
bringing actions against them in a distant province. That
happened in my experience last year. An action was taken
against me in New Brunswick, and, rather than have to go
down there and justify, as I think I might have done, at a cost
of $150, I consented to settle it. I think there ought to be
some law requiring that persons having o libel suit against a
paper must bring it in the province in which the paper is pub-
lished.”

Mr. John King, Q.C.: “I would like to point out that it does
not matter very much, as, even supposing they had obtained
judgment in that province, they would have had to sue you
again in Ontario to collect the judgment. A judgment in one
province has no force in another province except in that way.”

Mr. W, . Maclean, M.P.; “1I preferred not to go to New
Brunswick, because they might have arrested me on a capias,
as T am told you can buy the papers there.for a few pence, all
ready for filling in the name of the man they are after. I did
not know they would have to come to Ontario to collect through
the courts there.”

Mr. L. E. Charbonnel : ¢ With regard to the proof of publi-
cation, the law reported by Mr. King, from Manitoba, we have
the same law 1n operation in Quebec, that is, a declaration is
fyled at the court showing the names of the partners or propric-
tor, whether they are sole members of the firm, the place of
publication and all about it, and that record makes proof of
publication in the province of Quebec.”

Mr. J.S. Willison : * I have no partiality for hibel suits, but a
few weeks ago 1 had occasion to threaten a libel suit aganst a
newspaper in the Northwest, and the result was an apology,
which was satisfactory. But, I think it would be a hardship if
I had to go to a distant province to enter a suit. I would be
fully inclined to oppose a change in the law which would com-
pel a litigant to go to the place of publication of a newspaper in
another province to obtain redress for a libel.”

Mr. John King, QC.. *Let me explain that the jurisdic-
tion of our courts in Ontario will not extend to another province.
The difficulty arises from the Federal constitution. As an
instance I might mention the case of Mr. Sheppard, who was
dragged down to Montreal in connection with a libel suit. It
was then discovered the state in which the law was, and the law
was changed that a newspaper publisher must be criminally
prosecuted in the province in which he resides, but instances
such as you mention will be very difficult to get over,”
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Mr. J. S. Willison. “ All that is necessary, then, to evade
the law is to have the lidel published in another province.”

Mr. A. Pattullo: * Before adjourning, I would like to
suggest that a special effort ought to be made to ncrease the
social attraction, which is one of the valuable features of the
annual meeting. I propose that the officers of the association
take upon themselves the duty of a committee of introduction.”
(Applause.)

The President : ‘I think the suggestion an excellent one,
and request the officers to act upon it.”

The meeting then adjourned.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
The association resumed its session at 2 o’clock p.m.

A letter was read from Mrs, Cummings, of The Toronto
Clobe, expressing regret at her inability to be present at the
annual meeting, and suggesting that sectional meetings of the
association be held during the annual meeting ; a woman’s sec-
tion would, she thought, be preferable to the women who are
members of the association. Mrs. Cummings expressed the
opinion that many lady journalists would join the association if
there was a separate woman’s section, and pointed out that it is
much easier to keep an organization running on right lines if
the beginning 1s made on the right basis.

The President : **As you are all aware the number of
ladies connected with the leading papers is increasing and I
think the suggestion is worthy of consideration, and perhaps
definite action may be taken upon it at this meeting.”

Mr. W. Ireland moved, seconded by Mr. W. H. Kerr, that the
communication be referred to the committee on resolutions.

Mr. W. S. Dingman:  “ What will the resolution committee
be expected to do with a malter of this kind? We have had
sectional meetings before on one or two occasions and what can
wedo ? 1 think the association ought to avoid meaningless
‘resoluting ’ on any subject. If the association desires sectional
meetings it might be better to discuss it in open meeting.”

Mr. Dan McGillicuddy : * The president should have
recognized that in journalism there is no sex. It is like genius.”

Mr. J. F. Clark: “The opinion I have is that membership
in this association would be a very good thing for the ladies,
but I rather fancy it would be wise before we take the matter
up to require them to get a section in working order before they
undertake to affiliate. I think we have in Canada a number of
very prominent lady writers on the papers, and if there is any
possibility of having them organized, it might perhaps have a
good wfluence. I think the better plan will be to send 1t to the
resolution committee as I would ratuer they should settle it than
that I should have any hand in it.” (Laughter).

The motion was adopted.

The president, having announced that the discussion of
general questions of interest was now in order, there was a
brief discussion relative to what the arrangements with the rail-
way companies for transportation to and from the meeting really
were, and the effect of the cut rates now in force on the rail-
ways.

Mr. Robert Holmes called attention to the report of the
exccutive committee with regard to abandoning of the annual
excursion. He said “1 noticed in the papers some time ago
that Hon. Mr. Sifton had promised the Wisconsin Press Asso-
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ciation a trip out to the Coast some time tlus summer. It
occurred to me that a small deputation from this association
might wait upon the hon. gentleman and see if the same courtesy
might not be extended to the Canadian association at the same
time. I therefore move that a small committee be formed for
that purpose.”

Mr. Andrew Patullo, M.P.P., said : “I notice the names of
two or three gentlemen on the programme in connection with
the discussion of the law of libel, and I would like to hear them
now, if time permits.”

Mr. Wm. O'Beirne, of Stratford, was first called upon, and
said:  “ Mr. President, while every member of the association
appreciates the value of your address and the suggestions con-
tained therein, I do not think there 1s anything of more import-
ance to the publishers of Ontario than the paper by Mr. King
today. Iam not prepared to make aspeech dealing directly
with the issues in the particular way he has done, but propose
merely to speak in respect to the injustice of the law respecting
security for costs.

1 will briefly outline the case and you will see the injustice of
it.  An exceedingly filthy case was being tried, occupying two
days, so indecent that 1t could not be reported in any decent
paper. Still, some people wanted to know something about it,
and in my absence the reporter ventured to comment upon it,
and he said it was doubtful if ever before in the history of the

- county of Perth had a case displaying the same moral filth been
tried at the court house, and also he added *that all the
phenomenal hars in Canada were not dead yet.” The evidence
was of the most contradictory character. When we came to
trial we showed that out of 22 witnesses 18 of them contradicted
the others, showing that one or the other of them was lying.
This was taken up by one of the attorneys, and this resulted in
four actions against The Daily Beacon, and four against the weekly
for libel. The judge held that it was a question for the jury to
decide whether the libel that ‘all the phenomenal liars in
Canada were not dead yet,’ applied to these people or not.
Anyway we were refused security for costs, but we won at the
trial. The same judge who refused security tried the case,
and in eight minutes we obtained a judgment. The injustice
I feel about this is that I had to pay the costs, amounting to
nearly $8o0, in four cases, and in the cases which the judge
practically admitted afterwards there should be security for
costs given, but, as the law now stands, he would practically
have to try the case before ordering security to be given for the
costs. Something should be done to relieve a publisher in
such cases. No malice was shown. I was away from home,
the reporter never saw these people at all, but that a newspaper
should be subjected to such enormous costs for such a trivialshort-
coming seems outrageous. Fortunately, 1 am able to stand it,
out there are others wium it might have ruined. If they had
gotten a verdict for 25 cents 1t might have ruined me. If the
association is going to be of value to the pubhsher, we should
get some amendments to the law so that publishers should be
able to conduct their business without such risk, and I hope
that the members will co-operate with Mr. King, in endeavoring
to obtain a just and proper amendment to the law. I believe
that if a newspaper comes out and maliciously slanders a2 man
and charges man with a criminal offence, that man should be
allowed, without giving sccurity for costs, to vindicate his char-
acter in the courts, but the charge should be distinctly and
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clearly defined in the arucle, upon which he is charged wath a
criminal offence, before security for costs are refused.”
Hon. Sir Mackenzle Bowell.

At this stage of the proceedings Sir Mackencie Bowell en.
tered the room, and was requested by the president to occupy a
seat among the past presidents.

In response to the generaldemand for a speech, Sir Mackenzie
Bowell said : “ Permit me, on behalf of the Senate—that Lody
composed of old men and old women like myself—(laughter)—
to congratulate you upon the success that has attended your
different meetings from year to year. \When I look back at the
number of years that have passed since 1 assisted in forming
this association, with the assistance of Mr. Gillespie, then editor
of the Hamilton Spectator, I am beginning to think I am a
tolerably old man. Ilowever that may be, I can assure you my
heart is still with you just as strongly as it was before T entered
that political world outside of that which purtaius to newspaper
wnters.  (Laughter.) It has always been a matter of congratu-
lation to mysclf to see the unanimity which exists among the
newspaper men of the country, and I always remember with
pleasure that I was of some assistance in forming, in the earlier
period of my life, an association mn which I have formed friend.
ships, with many with whom I amnotin political accord, which
have never ceased to exist to the present day. (Applause.) 1
am quite sure that you will find great benefit and advantage re-
sulting from your association with each other. In our annual
meetings we rub off for the time the little roughnesses that
exist in the editorial room, and remember for the time that we
are all of one family, baving the same object in view—the
good and the welfare of our country. (Hear, hear.)
I have stolen a few minutes from my duties in the Senate in
order to assure you that my heart is with you. That is the
reason why I asked for myself the opportunity to make the few
remarks I have. I hope you will be successful in some of the
attempts which I believe you are making to obtamn amendments
in the laws of our country by which the press will be benefited
in that which is the most important to it, the financial depart-
ment.” (Applause).

The President : “1 might mention in connection with the
remarks of Sir Mackenzie Bowell, that one reason of which the
association has cause to be proud is the fact that it is the
oldest national Canadian association in existence.” (Cheers).

Again, The Libel Law.

Mr. Hewitt Bostock, M.P., Briush Columbia, resumed the
discussion upon the Libel Law. He said: *I feel very pleased
indeed to have this opportunity of meeting so many representa-
tives of the press of the Dominion of Canada. Of course you
all probably know that I have been connected with the press
a great deai in British Columbia, but, owing to the amount
of work I have to do for my constituency when I get down
here at Ottawa, I have not very much time to pay
attention to the other matters which interest me very much.
Therefore I have not had mucu opportunity of meeting
the gentlemen of the press. I very much regret that I
was not here to hear the address of Mr. King on the
libel law. Itis a question that very wmaterially affects me at
the present time, and a point was raised in the case in which 1
figured which I think 1s a very serious one for the press of thig
country, but I understand that Mr. King takes a different view
tc what was apparently taken by counsel i Victoria, They
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seemed to think there is no way to get out of the difficulty by
being enabled to justify what we said, in the alleged libel, before
the magistrate at Victenia. T understand that Mr. King says
we should have proceeded funiber and cumpelled  the
magistrate  to recvive evidence to prove justification.  In
regard to myself, persunally, T am probably in a stll more
peculiar position, because, although cunnected financially with
the paper which caused this libel suit, T am simply a sharcholder
and director, and, as a matter of fact, at the time this article
was published, I was in Toronto, and the first I heard about
being brought before the magistrate for issuing a criminal libel
was when, at Swift Current, en route to my home, I saw posted
upon a bulletin board the information that Senator Templeman
and the editor and other oflicers of The Province were to be
arrested on that charge. (Laughter.) As I have said, when
we appeared before the magistrate we were placed in the position
of not being able to justify what we had said.  An attempt was
made by my counsel to bring the plaintiffs into the box by
summoning them as witnesses on our side, but the magistrate
took the stand that he would not allow us to ask them any
questions , or that they need not answer the questions put to
them, so that cvery attempt we made to show that we were justi-
fied in what we had said was frustrated by the magistrate on
this occasion. I consider it a very serious matter for the press
of the country that such a state of affairs should exist, and 1
do not know, unfortunately, that there is any way of bringing
about a remedy. It seems, as far as I can learn, that the trouble
is not so much with the law in this matter as the people who
are appointed in responsible positions to administer the law,
and consequently we are face to face with the difficulty that
there is no immediate remedy to suggest or place before this
association. But I think that the members of this ussociation
can most certainly do a great deal in making public, and in
bringing before the public generally, the fact that such a state
of things can exist in any part of the Dominion (Applause),
that 2 man should be placed in the position in which T am per-
sonally placed, and Senator Templernan as well, at the present
time. We are now 1n the position of being out on bail, and
can be summoned at any time to go back to British Columbia
and attend our trial at the assizes.”

Their Excellencies’ Visit.

At this stage His Excellency the Governor-General and the
Countess of Aberdeen, accompanied by the A D.C. and
escorted by President MacLean, entered the room, and were
received with the usual respect shown to vice-royalty.

At the request of His Eacellency and Lady Aberdeen, Mer.
Bostock resumed the discussion of the hibel law. “I have no
doubt,” he said, “that the case, when tried, will result satisfac-
torily to Senator Templeman and myself. (Applause.) Another
point to which I would like to direct your attention is the
attempt which was made to mix up the position of the two
companies with which I am connected. At the time The Pro-
vince was started it was thought better, for business reasons, to
form two companies, one connected with the newspaper and
the other with the publishing and job printing business. The
affairs of the companies are kept separate and distinct, with
diffcrent sets of books, as separate companies doing business in
separate towns.  Counsel for the prosecution attempted to
shuw that this had been done with the object of doing what
was not really a fair or straiglitfuraard thing to dv, and T think

AND PUBLISHER

March, 1898

it 1s very much to be regretted that such an attack should have
been made. It was, of course, done to put us in a very awk-
ward and not a fair light before the country, because we were
in the position that we have not, in the meantime, been allowed
to refute the statements and imputations, made by the other
side, that this arrangement was made for the purpose, [ might
almost say, of committing a fraud on the public. This is,
briefly, the position in which the case in which T am interested
now stands, and I think it reveals a condition which, in the
interests of the press of the country, should not continue.”
(Applause.)

The President : * We are honored with the presence this
afternoon of their Excellencies, and it is with the areatest
pleasure 1 am able to announce that His Excellency has con-
sented to make a few remarks to the association.” (Cheers.)

HIS EXCELLENCY’S ADDRESS,

His Lxcellency said : ** Mr. President and gentlemen of the
Canadian Press Association, I value very much, and I am sure
Lady Aberdeen’s feelings are the same, the kindly greeting you
have given us.  It1s quite true, as the president has said, that
I consented to say a few words. I did so because I cannot help
myself. I had no choice in that sense without, perhaps, appear-
ing unappreciative. But I confess that I do not feel at ease ;
on the contrary, somewhat the reverse.  The fact is, that we
sutsiders, ordinary people, are so accustomed to witness, and
take advantage of the great and manifold operations of the press
without ever seeing personally or coming into contact with the
powers hehind it—the inner circles of the press—that when we
do, as 1t were, meet them in the flesh and see them,
visibly and actually, there 15 a sense of difidence, almost
of embarrassment.  That, at least, is my own feeling.
(Laughter.) Making duc allowance for these feelings, I
do look forward to the pleasure of meeting this com-
panv under different conditions this evening—that will be
around the dinner table—that is to say under circumstance
when mutual good fellowship and allowance for any defects
are prevalent, and, therefore, 1 shall feel less embarrassed.
(Applause). My object in being present on this occasion is to
jon 1n the expressing of welcome and satisfaction with which
the people of Owtawa have witnessed your arrival here to hold
this convention of the Caradian Press Association. It is a
cause of real satisfaction, and we trust those who are here as
visitors will certainly not regret having come, and that they will
carry away pleasaut memones of this occasion and visit. Iam
aware that you have been discussing many matters of interest
to you, and we are looking forward to forming part of the
audience for the remainder of the afternoon.  Agan, I askyou
to accept our thanks for your kind welcome.”

President MacLean : “ I am sure that every member of the
association will be delighted to hear from the Countess of
Aberdeen, whose deep interest in the various projects for the
welfare of the community is deeply appreciated.”

His Excellency:  Lady Aberdeen says she looks to me to
protect her. (Laughter.) I have already spoken to you in em-
barrassment for myself. If any gentleman wishes to know
anything about the scheme in which Her Excellency is very
much interested, and which affects the interests of the country—
the Victorian Order of Nurses -a great and increasing number,
1 may say, are recognizing that that enterprisc is fravght with
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benefit to this country in assisting to promote the welfare
of many persons.”

The President. I think I am voicing the opinion of the
meeting if I almost insist, if I may be permitted to do so, upon
hearing from Her Excellency upon the subject.  The Victorian
Order of Nurses is one in which I pursonally take a deep in-
terest, and I also know the 1nterest which is being taken in the
movement in England, as well asin Canada, to-day.” (Ap-
plause.)

Her Excellency, who, on rising to address the association,
was applauded heartily, said : ** Mr. President, I am afraid you
are using your position as president to perform an act of des-
potism in insisting that I should address you upon this occasion.
(Laughter.) But I am glad to have this opportunity of thank-
ing the members of the press for the kinduness they bave shown
towards this particular movement, of which Major MacLean has
spoken, for, gentlemen, without your aid we should have been
powerless to let the peonle of the country know our objects and

_our aims in striving to establish this Victorian Order of Nurses,
which, we are glad to think, we may consider as now estab-
lished. It may be in a small way at present, but, I think, on a
basis which is likely to grow and improve, and which will com-
mend 1tself to the people of the Dominion. (Applause.) Iam
afraid, Mr. President, that you did a very rash thing in giving
me the opportunity of beginning to talk about this matter. I
have pleasant memories in this connection, associated with this
very room. It was here the members of the Senate and House
of Commons were good enough to come and meet me and hear
some explanations on this subject, and I think I could very
well talk out the rest of the afternoon if you could give it to me.
I think it is only what you deserve, you know. (Laughter.) But
I will spare you. I will only tell you what, indeed, I think you
know already that we have now three training homes established,
here, at Montreal, and the third one is about being started to-
day at Toronto. Another one at Halifax will follow very soon,
before the end of the month. And then we will come to an
undertaking with which we are at this moment very specially
interested, and that is, the sending off our Klondyke expedition.
I am afraid that, perhaps, some of our friends have thought us
rather rash, while we are in our infancy in going in for this un-
dertaking.  But, hearing the appeals from the miners and others
who have gone forward into the country, hearing the appeals
that were made for trained nurses, hearing of the accidents and
how the sick were left unattended and uncared for, the likeli-
hood of the spread of illness and of epidemics prevailing, we
could not be deaf to those appeals. Therefore, we made pre-
parations for sending out these nurses, and I think if the gen-
tlemen here could see the letters of nurses who have volunteered
for this work, they would be touched by the enthusiasm, by the
devotion, which is shown by the very best class of nurses, for
going on this expedition, looking upon it asa grand opportunity
of showing what the nursing profession can do under very ad-
verse circumstances. It is a real opportunity to show patriotism.
Therefore, if you will commend this undertaking to the people
—the Victorian Order of Nurses, as a whole, and also this special
undertaking of Klondyke nurses—I need not say we shall be
very grateful indeed, because we have pledged ourselves to send
out these nurses without—shall I confess it ?7—having the means
to doso. I mean that we cannot take away from the regular
amount of funds which are subscnibed for the Victorian Order
of Nurses to start them in various parts of Canada. We are,
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therefore asking fur special contributions for that purpose. The
Government is going to be very kind to us 1n giving us all facih-
ties and help us, yet we need something for the outfits and pro-
visions to take with them. But we hope when they get out there
they will be able to mamtain themselves 1o that land of gold. 1
do not kuow that I need speak any farther upon this matter, but
if any of you desire to ask any questions, I shall be very glad
indeed to give any information regarding the movement.”
(Loud applause.)

The president, on bebalf of the association, thanked their
Excellencies for having honored the association with their
presence and for the remarks, which the members all appre-
ciated.

Random Thoughts on Journallsm.

Mr. Frank A. Muunsey, of Munsey's Magazine, was intro-
duced by the president, and read the following paper :

A few generations back the American, and especially the New
Englander, was dominated by two great, overshadowing purposes
in life—getting on in the world, and getting into Heaven. Every-
thing centred in these two ideas. They were so great, so broad,
so far reaching, that they were his very life. They were the first
thoughts that confronted him on waking in the morning, and the
last thoughts in his mind before falling asleep at night. No sacri-
fice, no deprivation, no hardship, was too great if it would help
him to get on in the world ; few sacrifices were too .great if they
would ensure his getting into Heaven. They were serious prob-
lems, and he faced them as a strong, brave man faces serious
problems. He had no time for amusement ; lis nature did not
requre 1it. His pleasure—and perhaps 1t was as satisfying to his
temperament as the pleasure we get trom life to-day—was found 1n
constantly lifting hunself by his own nnate energy to a higher
level. In the language attributed to an eminent statesman, this
serious, sturdy old American ‘' seen his duty and he done it."”’

A desire for strict accuracy 1n this defimtion compels me to em-
phasize the order 1n which I place these two great hfe purposes.
Getting on in the world, it will be observed, 1s first.

To-day our views of hfe are not quite hke those of the early
American. We are domunated by a wider range of purposes, chief
among which are getung on 1n the world, getting a good ume out
of the world, and some way, somehow, getting into Heaven. We
are quite as keen in the matter of getting on in the world as were
our ancestors. I assume, too, that this purpose is equally strong
with the people of Canada-—with the journalists of Canada in par-
ticutar.  And it is on the problem of getting on in journalism that
I have jotted down a few random thoughts. I could hardly discuss
seriously the problem of getting into Heaven.

My own theory of getting on in journalism is a very simple one.
In a word, it is to give a bigger value for a given sum of money
than can be had for a like sum of money in any ather publication
anywhere. This theory is not one that would make all of you
gentlemen rich, and for the reason that many of you, I assume, are
to a greater or less degree competitors. But this theory, followed
out to afine conclusion, would make some of you rich beyond all
question, Any policy that will materially help one journal is very
apt to do so at the cost of a competing jo.rnal.

The publishing business as a whole is not taken seriously in the
sense, for instance, that railroading is. No man ever expects to
get his original investment out of a railroad. He couldn’t do it if
hetried to. The money that goes into building the road bed has
gone beyond recovery. The railroad builder knows tiis, and still
he goes on with hus work. He goes on with it because he has faith
1n the enterpnise. It 1s something to last throughout ume—to be a
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permanent, substantial, dividend paying investment. He does not
put out his capital with a string attached to it with which to draw it
back. He knows that it will never come back, and yet he has the
faith to investit, to plantit, bury it.

The newspaper man, on the other hand, rarely sends out a
dollar without a string attached to it. He is unwilling to invest
anything until he has figured out pretty clearly just how he can get
back the original dollar, and with it a profit, He hasn’t the faith
to bury it as the rallroad man buries it, If he had he would reason
precisely as the railroad man reasons, and would build precisely as
the railroad man builds.

Most men, it seems to me, are too much afraid of making mis-
takes. [ like men who make mistakes, who have the dash, the
energy, the warm blood in their veins, to make mistakes. Every-
thing in lifeis more or less of a gamble. Timidity never accom-
plished anything in this world.  Faith is the mainspring of enter-
prise. Mistakes make the game interesting. They lift it above the
dead level, stimulate imagination, and keep hope young.

More good thoughts have perished than have ever seen the light
of day. It isthe easiest thing in the world to reason the merit all
out of a new idea. The man who ‘“gets there'’ is the man who
has the courage to make the plunge when the thought is fresh in his
mind—to strike while the iron is hot. Ideas, like time and tde,
wait for nobody., They must be takenat theflood. The man who
attempts to argue all the way to the finish is lost. Difficulties are
at their worst in the perspective. The plungeisthe vital thing—the
beginning, thelife. Faith and experience willtake care of the rest.
The world's real benefactors are its brave men, the men who have
the soul to do and to dare, to risk everything, fortune, reputation
and lifeitself.

I don't believe at all in the sure thing theory ; I don't believe
at all in the theory of getting something for nothing, The man
who seeks big rewards should take big chances, should give up an
ample equivalent in brainforce, thought, energy, money au.l every-
thing he gets. The man who rises above the surface makes no
end of mistakes ; the drone, alone, makes no mistakes,

One of the worst mistakes the world makes is its horror of
making mistakes. This very thing is one of the greatest possible
menaces to intelligent, conscientious legislation. The legislator is
so trammeled by the feeling that he must never make a mistake,
that he must always be consistent, that a large percentage of his
value to the state is lost. The straitjacket of public opinion,
narrow, unwise, intolerant public opinion, that does not allow its
representatives the freedom of the man of affairs, blocks the wheels
of progressive, businesslike legislation. The lawyer and the doctor
and the business man make mistakes. Why, then, shouldn't the
legislator make mistakes ? Why shouldn't he vote to-morrow to
repeal the act for which he votes to-day, if to-morrow brings him
additional Jight upon the subject, if to-morrow’s experience demon-
strates to him that his reasoning of to-day was wrong? Imagina-
tion does not carry with unerring accuracy. Experience alone
determines whether a thing is right or not.

There are certain eternal principles that enter into the wise con-
duct of business—certain lines that must win out.  Get your busi-
ness on these lines and hold strictly to them regardless of what this
one or that one may say, regardless of whatis or what has been,
and hold to them with the faith and the grasp that know no
weakening, and you will win out.

To sit in your office and resolve to give a bigger, better publica-
tion for a given sum of money than your competitor gives is easy.
To put this resolution into practice, and still win out, is the rub.
It can be donein only one way, and that is by a broad, aggressive,
generous policy—a policy that looks wholly tothe future and knows
no present, The best equipment will break the heart of any com-
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petitor. It sets a pace that he cannot follow, Make your equip-
ment as perfect a machine as money and brains and experience
can make, By equipment I mean not only your printing plant,
but your entire organization—editorial, counting room, circulation,
advertising—one great big modern engine, all parts of which work
in perfect harmony. With such an equipment you can issueata
profit a brighter, bigger, abler journal than it is possible for your
competitor, with an inferior equipment, to issue and live,

The people have a keen sense of comparative values, They
can be deceived for a time, but not all the time, The publication
that gives them what they want, and gives it to them in largest
measure for a given sum of money, will have their support. It
may not come in a day, or .. month, or a year, butit will come in
the end to an absolute certainty.

It is every man's duty to his family and to himself to buy where
he can buy the lowest, to buy where his dollar will bring him the
biggest value, This holds equally true in the non-essentials as
with the essentials of life; equally true with the luxuries as with
the necessities. It applies to newspapers and magazines as it does
to groceries and to dry goods. The day for big profits has gone_
by, Volume is the modern theory. The old idea of seeing how
much profit the people will stand without open rebellion is out of
date. Big profits invite competition, aud are almost certain to
bring it.  Small profits are sure to lessen competition. Indeced, it
is possible to reduce competition to a point where it does not com-
pete.

There is no grasp like the grasp of lower prices. These arethe
cords of steel that bind a community alike to a shop or to a pub-
lishing house, and all the favoritism in the world, and all the rela-
tionship in the world, and all the force of established custom in the
world, and all the political pulls and all the other pulls of one kind
and another in the world, cannot live a minute beside lower prices.

An increase in value for the same price s, in fact, a reduction in
price. Make it possible for a consumer's dollar to do the work of
a dollar and a half, and you have enriched him and made him your
friend. He is notslow to recognize it, You have done something
for him, something for the world.

It is wise to think all the way around the circle. ‘The man who
simply looks ahead and pays no attention to his fellow behind him
is taking long chances. The world moves constantly forward. Every-
thing in all lines is getting to be betterand better. The people expect
more and demand more. The newspaper that is as good this year
as it was last must be better than it was last year. It may be that
the fellow in the rear has a clearer appreciation of this fact than the
man in the lead. If so, it would be easy to guess the latter s
finish.

As [ look over the field of journalism, I am impressed with the
feeling that many publishers—I had almost said most publishers—
have a far too sacred regard for the advertiser. He is a little tin
god in their eyes. They bow down to him, worship him. They
yield to his imperious demands, and truckle to his eccentricities,
Independence, dignity, the publication itself, all fall down before
him. The best spaceisgivenup to him. The reader is nothing ;
the advertiser everything.

What a pitiable mistake; what a short-sighted, weak, unwise
policy. The true journalist knows no advertiser in the editing of his
journal. Heknows only the reader and thereader's interests. The
news has the best place in his paper. It is not sunk beneath some
ugly pill advertisement. It has the top of the column and ali the
desirable columns,

The reader should be first, last, and all the time inthe thoughts
of the editor. A newspaper should be made for the people—not
for the advertiser. And the newspaper that is made for the people
will have the circulation, and circulation compels the recognition of
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the advertiser. The advertiser has rio sentiment, He buys adver-
tising space as he would buy wheat, He spends his money where
he can make a profit, and he makes his profit where he reachesthe
people.

I would not wish to be understood to mean that the advertiser
should be truated cavalierly or indifferently, There would be no
sense in this, no business in it.  The advertiser is as important to
the newspaper as the newspaper is to the advertiser. But the first
duty of a publisher is to make a newspaper in the best possible
sense, and then give the advertiser the best possible treatment con-
sistent with the first rate editing of his publication.

I wonder if you have ever noticed how the people tie to the suc-
cessful journal. They won't have the bankrupt journal. It aoesn’t
so much matter to them whether the manufacturer of the boots they
wear is making or losing money, but it does matter a good deal to
them whether the newspaper on which they rely for news, and to a
greater or less extent rely for guidance, is a successful business
enterprise.  The impression somehow gets hold of them that the
unsuccessful publication cannot afford to buy the best news, cannot
afford to have the best talent on its editorial staff, and at a hundred
points is at such a disadvantage that it cannot be as reliable as the
profitable and well established journal.  To secure public confi-
dence, then, a publication must be made a financial success,

The most dangerous condition a publication can ben is to be
on the verge of paying. On such propositions I have seen fortunes
wrecked, hopes burned out, and youth turned to old age. They
are men-killers, heart-breakers. To keep on paying deficits week
after week, month after month, and year after year, is dense folly.
A million dollars is squandered annually at this sort of thing in
New York City alone. It would not surprise me if the figures could
well nigh be doubled, And in our entire country I should estimate
that the annual loss—the money absolutely squandered—in paying
deficits on periodicals that are on the verge of paying, mounts up
to the enormous figure of perhaps ten million dollars, possibly a
great deal more.

There are but two things to do when a publication isin this con-
dition : either kill it outright at a single stroke, or at a single stroke
spend money enough on it to force it over into the paying column.
Money putinto paying deficits is lost forever ; money put into intel-
ligent, aggressive management is capital well invested.

I don’t quite know how it may strike you, but it strikes me that
it is better to pursue a proposition to the very finish and lose than
to abandon it with yet so much as one possible move left. In the
oneidea there is the stuff that moves the world—bravery, courage,
sincerity ; in the other there is disappointment, timidity, failure. In
the one men become like iron ; in the other like lead.

1 have no faith in freak journalism. It suggests a disordered,
impracticable, irrational mind. The people don’t want it, and
won't have it. It belongs to the *rlong felt want*’ class—where
the ‘*want'’ is felt only in the mind of the publisher. Too much
good, sound common sense cannot be put into journalism. Freak-
ishness will go better in other things than in journalism. A man
does not so much mind if the grocer puts up his pound of coffee in
a square or an oblong package, but he does mind a good deal
abow’. having a knock-kneed, wall-eyed, grotesque, inane news-
paper.

I cannot speak intelligently of the journalism of Canada. 1
have not had the time nor the opportunity to study it. DBut of our
own journalism, on the other side of the border, I can speak from
pretty deep convictions. I should not wish to be regarded as a
dreamer, a dyspeptic, or a mugwump, when I say that the journal-
ism of to-day lacks seriousness. It has become, to a great extent,
purely a commercial proposition—business journalism. And on
these lines competition has been so fierce that every conceivable
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method has been resorted to for circulation building. Individuality
has counted for nothing. The counting room has dominated
everything. The policy of the paper has given way to it. The
editor has been subservient to it. Everything for the columns of
the paper, news and editorials alike, has been weighed and
measured by the counting room scales.

That making money should be the first principle of doing
business may well hold good in journalism as in other things,
and yet journalism can hardly be put on the same plane, There
is a responsibility on the editor from which the manufacturer
is free. A plow, a steam pump, or a locomotive does not
mould public opinion —brings no influence to bear upon the
trend of popular thought. It sets no standard of taste, preaches
no phase of ethics; but not so with the newspaper. How-
ever much he may wish to do so, the editor cannot free himself
from exerting an influence upon the minds of the people. His
columns arc accepted by thousands as their guide and oracle.

Counting room journalism was not known to William Cullen
Bryant, Henry J. Raymond, Sam Bowles, or Horace Greeley.
Greeley, in particular, did not know that he had a counting room.
He gave nothought to that side of journalism. He studied the
people ; he studied principles, and according to the light he had,
he aimed, through his journal, to lead his fellow men to a higher
and better plane of iife. He was always serious, always honest.
He never weighed in the balance a bit of news, or an editorial, ora
suggestion, to see whether it meant the loss or the gain of a sub-
scriber.,  With him it was a question of what was right, of what
made strong, honest, serious journalism.

Where are the Greeleys to-day ? Where are the Bowleses and
the Raymonds and the Bryants to-day? The personality in
journalism—the man whose individual personality stood out for his
newspaper—the bold, fearless, actual personality of flesh and blood,
of courage and principle—practically disappeared with the passing
of these men. Dana was the last of national stature, the last of the
old school, whose editorial work was characterized by ripe scholar-
ship, and whose policy was independent of all counting room
influences.

I think it is safe to say that the elder Bennett was the founder of
counting room journalism—I do not mean counting room journal-
ism in its latest and most extreme form ; but with him began the
theory, in America, at least, of business journalism. To Pulitzer
belongs the credit of developing counting room journalism as we
know it now. It can hardly be supposed that the elder Eennett's
mind reached out to the ‘*yellow'" journalism of to-day. Mea-
sured from the commercial standpoint, and from the standpoint of
a great newspaper in the news sense, James Gordon Bennett, sr.,
had the finest newspaper instinct of any man of his day, and
perhaps of any man either before or since his day, in America.

But Pulitzer as a business journalist pure and simple, as an
exponent of counting room journalism in its perfection, is the
greatest genius 1n the history of newspaper men on this side of the
Atlantic, if not in the entire world. There are few leaders, and a
world of imitators ; success is always imitated. Pulitzer’s remark-
able financial success was the beginning of a new era in our jour-
nahsm. Itis a kind of journalism that will not last. It will not
last, because it is not serious. It is hysterical, sensational, untrue,
It will not last, because the people know it is not true ; and only
sincerity, and the reflection of life as it is, can lastin journalism as
in anything else. With the passing of the new journalism we shall
have a better journalism than we would have had if there had been
no new journalism. The new journalism, grotesque and absurd as
it sometimes is, is better than stagnant, stupid journalism. In the
one there is growth, in the other there is no growth, nothing but
sluggishness and decay.

I am not at all disposed to believe that the journalism of the
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world is going to the ** demnition bowwows.”" * Yellow'' journ-
alism has gone about as far as it can go. There are few sensations
that it has not worked up. It cannot well be made more bulky ;
it cannot, withont enlarging its pages, increase the size of its scare
heads, and °t cannot make its illustrations more horror stirring.
1f, however, the peaple have not had enough of it they will continue
to demand it. When they have had enough they will take the
matter into their own hands and regulate it as they regulate every-
thing else. Iam a firm believer in the serious, sober sense of the
people.  * Bluffs** go for a little while, and they sometimes go
more easily, more quickly, than serious, sound common sense, but
cerious, sound, common sense is in at the finish, and ¢ bluffs "
naver.

If I interpret the feeling of the people at all accurately, there is
to-day a strong, certain demand for a better class of journalism—a
journalism that shall be serious, honest, straightforward, concrete—
a journalism with a Greeley at the head of it.

I don't quite know when the custom of elaborating news began.
but it hasbeen carried to such a point that a trivial item can easily
be padded out to a three column sensation with heartrending scare
heads. Thefactitself—and the fact is what the reader wants—is
lost, and the whole thing becomes garbled, distorted, inaccurate,
dishonest.

It seemsto me that beyond everything else, beyond every other
consideration, news should be strictly accurate, and should be told
in the briefest possible space. I do not mean so briefas to give a
mere outline, animperfectidea, but with just words enough to pre-

ent a faithful picturein a graceful and pleasing way.

One of the worst menaces to true journalism, it seems to me, is
the system of paying reporters on space. It can mean nothing else
but prolixity, elaboration and padding. No busy man canread a
great metropolitan paper in a day; no one could re21 a Sunday
paperin a week. .

All that T have said could well be set down as mere theory.
Anybody can theorize—everybody does. To talk of myself is not
a pleasant thing to do ; I have always aimed to avoidit. I have
never advertised myself ; 1 have given all my thought, all my
energy, to my business. What I have done means little to me;
what I hope to do means everything. The past isdead ; the future
is full of mystery, hope, aspiration, victories to be won.  But to
give life, vigor, virility, backing, to what I have said to you,
gentlemen, I must say something about my own experience in the
publishing business.

Fifteen years ago I went to New York from Augusta, Maine, to
begin the publication of a boys' paper—The Argosy. My capital
consisted of & very large stock of enthusiasm, a grip partially filled
with manuscript, and §40 in my pocket.  An acquaintance of mine
in Maine had agreed to join me in the enterprise, and to put into it
$2,500. | had already spent S$500 or §600 of my own money for
manuscripts. I had kept my plans a pretty close secret. They
were not published until the very day I left New York. Then it
was that everybody shrugged his shoulders, everybody said there
could be nothing but failure, everybody said I was a fool, and
eyerybody was right. The unanimity of opinion on this point was
so unbroken, was so outspoken, that my partner became alarmed,
and when I wrote him to send on the money in accordance with
his agreement he simply ignored the whole matter.

My experience in the business world was small at that time. 1
knew that whatever i agreed to do would be done at any cost, and
I suppose that other men had the same regard for their word. 1
was not unaccustomed to thinking. 1 had, perhaps, done more
thinking than most very young men. But never until then had I
been brought face to face with a problem that demanded quite
such concrete thinking. There was no way to convert my grip of
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manuscripts into cash at any price. There was no turning back,

and I would not have turned back if I could. I engaged a -little

room for an office, bought an eight dollar table and a couple of
wooden chairs, paper, pens, and ink. I had a bass to work from
now, and I took up the problem with all seriousness. At the end
of a few days, or a week at most, my plans were well perfected.

As I saw it then, I needed only capital. Iwas richin inexperience
—the very vastness of this inexperience, as I look back upon it,

appals me even now. One day I met an ambitious publisher. I
told him what 1 was doing. He proposed that I let him bring out

the publication, and that I manage it for him. I accepted the pro-
position,

At the end of five months the publisher failed, not, I fancy,
wholly because of my extrav igance or inexperience. I h2 i turned
over to him all my manuscripts, and one day, when the financial
situation became a good deal strained with him, he came to me
and borrowed whatever money I had saved in excess of my living
expenses, and my living expenses at that time were not excessive.
When the crash came he owed me a thousand dollars. Again I
found myself thrown upon my own resources, and my available
funds were about the same as my cash capital when I landed in
New York—at best not over fifty dollars. Theoutlook was appall-
ing. The Argosy was to be sold or stopped altogether. All my
hopes were centred iui it. The upshot was that I gave my claim
of one thousand dollars for it. It had made little heaaway. By
means of prizes of one kind and another the publishe: had got
together quite a list of subscriptions, which had to be carried out.
The money had come in and had been used up. The weekly sale
on news stands amounted to little or nothing. I had no credit,
and the failure of my predecessor placed meat once at a disadvan-
tage. | borrowed three hundred dollars from a friend, and then
began such a struggle for existence as few publishers have ever
faced.

It was summer, when the publishing business is atits worst,when
reading is at its lowest ebb, when advertising is not moving. It
would be a long story to tell the details of this frightful period. 1
did everything myself, was office boy, porter, editor, art editor,
bookkeeper, circulation manager, advertising manager and finan-
cier. DBut it was durirg these days that I learned the fundamental
principles of the publishing business—learned on all sides of the
business—learned it as no man can learn it without a similar
experience.  Iwas not influenced by conventionality, My methods
were all my own. After a few months 1 began to get just a little’
bit of credit. I guarded it sacredly. I never allowed a promise
to be broken. 1 met every engagement. Gradually my line of
credit grew. At the end ofthree years I found myself owing about
five thousand dollars. Mycredit was my capital. It came slowly,
and therefore { moved slowly. During all this time I had given
up my entire life to the business. I rarely, if ever, went out in the
evening. I spent the time in my room writing. I hadalready
written and published one long story. It was well received. I did
not writestories because I preferred to do so, or because I thought
I could write better stories than those of the established authors, 1
wrote them because I had to have them, and 1 had little money
with which to buy them.

During all these desperate days there was one thought of which
I never allowed myself to lose sight—one guiding, eternal principle
—first life and then growth, but life at all hazards.

I now began another long story, and I made it as strong as I
could make it in the opening chapters. I burned a good deal of
midnight oil onit. I believed that I had in it the elements that
would appeal to boys, and I felt that at last  y credit had reached
the point where I could afford to put it to the test. Up to this.time
the business had been losing ground a little each year. During
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the winter it would forge ahead a trifle, but in the long, hot months
of summer it would drop back more than it had gained.

On this new story I distributed about one hundred thousand
sample sheets giving the opening chapters, and spent consider-
able money in newspaper advertising. The total outlay for adver-
tising and sample sheets ran my indebtedness up 1o fifteen or
sixteen thousand dollars, but the result of this advertising so far
increased the circulation of The Argosy that it now paid me a net
profit of something like one hundred dollars a week. This wasthe
first genuine success I had had, the first time the business was
legitimately in the paying column, and hope bounded and
broadened.

At last I had a tangible success, and I saw the way to a greater
success. 1 finished that story during the summer, and in the fall,
with the opening of the reading season, I began a business cam-
paign that in its intensity crowded a life work intc a few months.

1 had reduced my indebtedness at this time to about twelve
thousand dollars. This indebtedness, then, constituted my cash
capital, if you will so regard it, for the campaign ahead of me,
during which time I spent ninety-five thousand dollars in advertis-
ing. I put out eleven million five hundred thousand sample ccpies.
1 covered the country with traveling men from Maine to Nebraska,
and from New Orleans to St. Paul. Beyond Nebraska I used the
mails. I kept on the road fifteen to twenty men, and every man
employed from one to a dozen helpers in putting out these sample
sheets. I had no organization at the time, no editorial force, no
bookkeeper, and until then I had never indulged in the luxury of a
typewriter. I laid out the routes for the men, determined just how
many sample sheets should go into each town, and wrote every
mana letterevery day that was designed to fill him with enthusiasm
and renewed enerzy. I not only wrote these men, but I wrote
newsdealers everywhere as well. 1 did my own editorial work, I
kept my own accounts, 1 looked after the manufacturing, I bought
all the paper, 1 attended to the shipping, to freight bills, and with
all, did the financiering—ninety-five thousand dollars in financier-
ing in five months.

The expenses of men on the road, shipping expenses, office
expenses and manufacturing expenses literally burned up money.
The cry was money, money, money, all the time.  But some way,
somehow, I always managed to get it together. 1 had no backer.
1 have never known such a luxury. 1 bought paper on time, I
gave notes, I discounted notes. 1 had a bank account in Maine,
one in New York, *nd another in Chicago. I kept thousands of
dollars in the air Letween these three banks,  All inall, 1t was a
dizzy, dazzling, daring game, a game to live for, to die for, a royal,
glorious game.

It was duning this fiercely dramatic period that 1 wrote **The
Boy Brokec''—a story that sent the circulation of The Argosy
bounding forward to the tune of twenty thousand. It was midnight
work. I closed this campaign early in May. It had lasted five
months. I went into it with 2 net income of a hundred dollars a
week ; I came out of it with a net income of fifteen hundred dollars
a week.

I felt now that there were great big possibilities belore me. 1
didn’t buy a steam yacht, I didn’t set up a racing stable, I didn’t
indulge in any skyrocket display that so often follows a somewhat
sudden success. My ambition was to build bigger. 1 devoted the
summer to strengthening the publication, and made my plans for a
yet greater campaign during the coming winter. As soon as cold
weather. came I began advertising apain. [ spent twenty thousand
dollars and stopped suddenly. I expected to spend five times this
amount, but twenty thousand dollars told the story just as well as
two hundred thousand dollars would havetold it.

The tide had turned, the weekly paper was doomed, but I did
not know this, I did not recognize the truth. 1 hadn't paid the
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price. Truth comes high—the truth that a man digs out of the
solid rock, I thoughtit was the juvenile paperin particular that
was doomed. [ had a great big income still, 1 did not care any-
thing for money. I wanted to be a factor in the publishing world.
I reasoned that if I could use my income to establish an aduit
publication [ should have something permanent, and would not
care what became of The Argosy. ! had been in the publishing
business long enough to know the fallacy of tying toa juvenile
publication.

Acting on my reasoning I began the publication of an adult
journal, which I called Munsey's Weekly. | published it for two
years and a little more at a cost of over one hundred thousand
dollars in cash. But the cost in disappointments, in wear and tear,
in gray matter, in lost opportunities, can never be estimated, could
never be made up if | were to live a thousand years. There are
some things that men can never get back.

I began to discern the truth now. At last it was plain that the
trouble with The Argosy two years before wasthe doom of the week-
ly publication in America rather than the doom of juvenile journal-
ism in particular. I believe I was one of the first men to recognize
this fact ; many men have not recognized it even yet. The great
big daily with its illustrations and fiction, and the mammoth Sunday
issue screaming with pictures, together with the syndicate system,
had practically driven the weekly of national circulation out of the
field. To be sure, there were then, and there are still, a few old
strong weeklies that hold on mainly from a large advertising patron.-
age, and because they have been household companions for gener-
ations. Such publications, however, cannot be taken as true
criterions,

\Vhen | had become convinced beyond all question that I was
pulling directly against the tide I changed Munsey's \Veekly to
Munscy’s Magazine. Though the weekly had cost me a small for-
tune, it was worth little or nothing in dollars and cents as the
foundation for a magazine, but in sentiment it represented all that
it had cost me. I converted it into 2 magazine that I might save
it. To have lost it, with all that it represented to me, would have
been like losing my life. Munsey's Magazine in point of sentiment,
then, started with a great big capital, and sentiment to some
natures is about as tangible as anything else,

The magazine business was new to me. 1 knew nothing of it.
All my experience had been in the weekly field. 1 started the
magazine at the conventional price of twenty-five cents. 1 con-
tinued it for two years at this price, and I continued it at a loss.
During this time [ studied the magazine situation pretty thoroughly;
1 studied magazines, and | studied the people. I became convinced
that twenty-five cents was too much money for a magazine. [ saw
only one obs.acle in the way of making and marketing a first-rate
magazine at ten cents.  That obstacle was the American News
Company—=a colossus which no one had ever yet Leen able to
surmount or circumvent.

However, 1 made so bold as to discuss the matter with the
management of the American News Company—not once, but half
a dozen times. They said that the idea was preposterous ; that a
first-rate magazine could never be published in this country at ten
cents; that the conditions of trade were all against it; that it was
utter folly and nonsense to attemptit. They did not say in so
many words that no magazine should ever be published in America
at ten cents—it was not necessary to put it quite so baldly. They
held the entire periodical trade of the country tightly in their grasp.
They were absolutely dictators in the publishing field. They made
whatever price to the publisher pleascd their fancy. There was no
appeal, no opposition, no way to get around them. It was accept
their terms or abandon the enterprise.

This was the situation when I discussed the ten cent price
with them. Their ultimatum was that they would pay me but four
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and a half cents for my magazine. At the close of this final inter-
view 1 went to my office, and at once wrate the American News
Company a letter, in which I said in substance :

The next number—the October number—of Munsey's Magazine will be
issued at ten cents, the price 1 have discussed with you.  Inasmuch as there is
50 wide a difference between the price you ave wilhng to pay me for the maga-
zincand what I regard as a night price, there s Little likelihood of our doing
business together.  Should you have oceasion however 1o fill any orders for
Munsey's Magazine, the price to youwillhe six anda half cents.  Kindly make
a note of this fact.

1 then sent out about ten thousand notices to newsdealers,
stating that the price of Munsey's Magazine would be changed from
twenty-five cents to ten cents, beginning with the October number,
and that there was little likelihood that they could get themagazine
from their news company, but that it could be had direct from the
publisher at seven cents net in New York, transportation to be paid
by the dealer. 1 supplemented this notice with a good many per-
sonal letters to dealers whom I happened to know, but the whole
ten thousand circular letters and the personal letters to dealers did
not result in bringing orders for one hundred copies of the magazine.
Notwithstanding this, at the end of ten days, or two weeks after
my first letter to the American News Company, | wrote them again,
saying:

Inasmuchas I am getting up a good deal better magazine than I had at first
intended, 1 find that it will be necessary to make the price to you, should you
have oceasion to fill any orders, seven cents instead of six and a half cents. the
price named in my last letter to you.

My first letter had received no response; my second letter re-
ceived a very prompt response in the person of a high official inthe
American News Company. 1 was a good deal surprised at the
promptness of this response. I did not know then what I know
now—namely, that the American News Company had received
orders from dealers from all over the country for thousands and
thousands of Munsey's Magazine at the new price. This repre-.
sentative from the news company came to maketerms with me. He
was a very charming man, and he handled his commission diplo-
matically. He said that we had done business for a good while
together, and that his people were anxious to avoid any break
between us ; that they had gone over the situation with great care,
and had decided to meet me on a higher price. I never learned
what that price was. 1did not care whatit was. My answer was
that the American News Company had had a chance to make terms
with me, butthat they wanted it all and had forced me to take the
position I had taken, and havingtaken it Ithought I would see what
there was init.

1 should not wish to give the impression that the management
of the American News Company are all tyrants.  On the contrary,
they are all good fellows—clever, clean-cut business men. DBut
they stood for a great big monopoly, and in monopoly there is
always tyranny. Everythingis from the point of view: With no
opposition in the field, and none possible, oppressive prices were
but natural prices. | make this reference to the American News
Company, not to picture them as unnaturally monopolistic, but to
give vou a mere suggestion, and, without going into leagthy de-
tails only & mere suggestion can be given, of some of the difficulties
in pioneering the ten cent magazine,

But the controversy was not alone with the American News
Company. Every dealer protested at the price. He said he was
buying weekly papers for six and six and a half cents, and that
seven cents plus transportation meant ruin and an advance all
along theline on weekly papers.  He declared he would not handle
Munsey's Magazine unless he could get it through his news com-
pany as he got his other publications ; that he would not go to the
trouble to send direct to me forit.

1 took no issue with him on these points. I simply told him
what 1 had for him and left the restto the people.  All 1 had to say
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I said to the people. I came out with large, strong advertisements
in all the daily papers and magazines. I told the people what I
had for them. Day after day these advertisements appeared in the
daily press, and each one stated that Munsey's Magazine could be
had from all newsdealers. 1 knew, of course, that the magazine
was not on sale at any news stand, but I knew with equal certainty
that it would be on sale atall news stands. The price and the bold
advertising excited curiosity. ‘There was at once a strong, unyield-
ing demand from the public. Dealers hau to have the magazine.
They wrote to their news company for it once, twice, three times,
but could get neither magazine nor any response whatever to their
letters.  All orders for Munsey's Magazine were totally ignored.
This was the line of warfare. Finally the dealers came to me for it.

1 had printed as a first edition at the new price twenty thousand
copies. With no visible market this might have been regarded as
a trifle reckless, but at the end of ten days I was compelled to go
to press on a second edition. Before the month was over I printed
four editions, running the circulation up to a total of forty thousand
for October. 1 printed sixty thousand for November, one hundred
thousand for December, one hundred and twenty-five thousand for
January, and one hundred and fifty thousand for February. The
circulation bounded forward at this tremendous pace until a total
of seven hundred thousand was reached.

This was the beginning of the ten cent magazine. It was our
success in our effort to deal direct with the trade that made it
possible. At four and a half cents it was not possible. $Somebody
would have had to do just what I did do, or the people would not
be reading a ten cent magazine to-day.

As soon as it was demonstrated that I had wan on our lines,
then the American News Company sought to foster opposition and
instead of paying four and a half cents, the wmaximum price they
would pay me, they began paying five and a half cents, and are
to-day paying from five and a half cents to perhaps as much as six
cents a copy for ten cent magazines, They pay me for whatever
number they take seven cents, the same price at which we sell to
the retailer—seven cents net in New York. This is our price per
copy for one copy or a million, for the retailer and the wholesaler
alike. We are to-day, as we were at the outset, our own whole-
salers. \We own our own news company, and pay tribute to no one.

To make the situation more dramatic, it so happened that dur-
ing this campaign ! was again writing a serial story—* Derring-
forth.”” It was appearing in the magazine.  The work on this
story, as on **The Boy Broker,'* wac midnight work after long,
fierce days at my office.

I wish to say here that it was not the ten cent price alone that
commended Munsey's Magazine to the people. It was the magazine
itself. The price merely gave it an audience. Conventionality
had givenplace to fresherideas. The people saw in it what they
wanted, and they always buy what they want when they can buy
it ata right price.  Ten cents was a right price—a wonder, 2
marvel, at the time.

That was four years ago. To-day Munsey’s Magazine hasa
circulation in excess of the combined circulation of Harper's,
Scribner's, and The Century, multiplied by two, and but for the
other ten cent magazines in the field, all followers of Munsey's and
made possible by reason of Munsey's, we should have more circt-
lation on Munsey's alone than all the other legitimate magazines
put together, A single edition of Munsey's to.day weighs over
three hundred tons, and, to my best belief, we are the largest con-
sumers of book papers of any one publishing house in the world.

From a magazine of about one hundred reading pages at that
time we have gradually enlarged it to about one hundred and sixty
reading pages. It is now thesize of the thirty-five cent magazines. In
enlarging the magazine from time to time 1 have had two distinct
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purposes in view: First, to give more and more, and always more,
for the money; and second, to get beyond competition. At one
time ten cent magazines were springing up everywhere like mush-
rooms ; they are not springing up so numerously now. The road
is a bit rocky, and the climb a bit forbidding.

I did not gointo this contest with the American News Company
without due appreciation of what it meant. 1 knew their power, with
their millions of capital and their forty or fifty branches. 1 knew
the history of the wreckson the beach—the men who had attempted
to ignore them and deal direct with the trade,

My capital was all on the wrong side of the ledger, and it was
very much on the wrong side of the ledger. 1had been facing losses
—great, big, heavy losses—for four, solid, unbroken years, but there
aretimes when combinations, conditions, decision, can do what capi-
tal cannotdo, and I felt that with the ten cent price, and with the
magazine | had in mind, and with the experience I had had both in
publishing and in business, the combinations were in my hands
which would enable me to win out. I believed then, as I believe
now, and as I have urged upon you gentlemen, I believed in the
sober sense of the people. I relied on them, banked everything on
them ; youcan rely on them, bank everything on them.

Mr. D. McGillicuddy, in moving a vote of thanks to
Mr. Munsey, said it was a great satisfaction to the members of
the association that Mr. Munsey had come from New York to
meet them. It showed that there is a brotherhood which
nationality could not divide, and that when Mr. Muasey came
to them with words of good cheer it touched their hearts. Mr.
Munsey had been successful, but they could not all be success-
ful, and there was a touch of sadness 1in Mr. McGillicuddy’s
voice as he gave utterance to the thought. The paper which
they had listened to contained many valuable pointersand would
inspire them to go home and turn out a better paper than ever
before, in fact, make it one long, sweet bargain day for his sub-
scribers. (Laughter).

Mr. W. F. Maclean, M.P., thoroughly agreed with almost
everything Mr. Munsey had said, and believed that there was
more need than ever before, in journalism, for courageous men
who have an object before them in their paper and in their life,
and will stand by that object no matter what the result; they
must trust the people, and if they give them the right paper
they will succeed. The newspapers of Canada, to-day, are
patterns, are constantly improving, and are avoiding the mistakes
which characteriz~ some papers in the United States. There
are no “yellow journals” in this country. He had listened, with
the very greatest pleasure, to the paper which he hoped would
be published and scattered over the country.

Mr. . S. Willison said that in so far as Mr. Munsey had pre-
sented the ideas apon which a great newspaper can maintain the
confidence of the public, he agreed absolutely with every word he
had uttered. He believed they can obtain the whole confidence
of the people by making honest newspapers, which gave honest
reports of all events and which try to tell the truth to the peopie,
and have in view the promotion of sound, meral, social and
national objects. On his part he was glad this very brilliant
representative of the journalism of the United States had come
to their mecting and given them so instructive, able and profit-
able a paper on this question, which made up the life and business
of them all.

The motion was adopted unanimously.

In appropriate terms the president conveyed the thanks of
the association to Mr. Munsey who responded sustably.

m_
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By Acclamation,

Nommnations for office for the ensuing year were then
received, the following officers Lring declared elected by accla
mation :

President—Robt. Holines, New Era, Clinton.

1st. Vice-President—\W. S. Dingman, Herald, Stratford.

2nd Vice-President—]. S. Willison, Globe, ‘T'oronto.

Secretary ‘Treasurer—]J. A. Cooper, Canadian Magazine,
Toronto.

Assistant Secretary—Charles A. Matthews, Globe, Toronto.

Auditors—A. S. Forster, Star, Oakville; W. M. O'Beirne,
Beacon, Stratlord.

The following nomations for membership on the executive
committee were received :

Executive Committee—L. ]. Tarte, of La Patrie, Montreal;
D. McGillicuddy, A. G. F. Macdonald, W. Ireland, Jos. T. Clark,
]J. A. Phillips, W, E. Smallfield, S. Russell, A. H. U, Colquhoun,
C. . Rutledge.

The association then adjourned and the members called
upon Mr. Speaker and Mrs. J. 1. Edgar at the Speaker's
Chambers.

In the evening, the annual dinner was held at the Russei
House. About 120 satdown to an excellent menu.  The chair
was occupied by the President, Major J. B. McLean, and
among the guests were His Excellency the Governor General,
Hon. J. Israel Tarte, Hon. Dr. Borden, Licut.-Col. George T.
Denison, Mr. J. B. Ellis, St. John, N.B.; Major Denison,
A.D.C,; Mr. Frank A. Munsey, New York; Dr. Drummond,
Montreal, Mr. F. James Gibson, New York, Mr. E. E. Shep-
pard, Toronto.

FRIDAY MORNING'S SESSION.
The association resumed its sessions at 10 a.m. on Friday.

The president read a letter from Mr. Auwater, Q.C., Mont-
real, who, he said, had interested himself in the law of libel in
the interests of the (Quebec newspaper men, suggesting certain
amendments which, in the interests of newspaper publishers,
ought to be made in the existing law of that province. The
president, in this connection, paid a tribute to the splendid
work done by Mr. Joha King, Q.C., in Omario, and expressed
the pleasure which all members experienced when they learned
that a gentleman of the forensic ability and standing of Mr.
Auwater had volunteered to take up the work in the interests
of the publishers of Quebec.

The letter from Mr. Attwater was as follows :

My Dear Major MacLean,—Conformably with our conver-
sation of the other evening, and as promised you then, 1 have
pleasure in writing you as to what I think are the principal amend-
ments to the existing law, so far as the province of Quebec is con-
cerned, which might be agitated {or by the newspaper press.

All that is peculiar to the laws of the province of Quebec is in
respect of the liability for civil damages in the event of an alleged
libel, as criminal prosecutions are governed by the criminal code,
which is an Act of the Dominion of Canada, and the provisions of
which are applicable to the province of Quebec and to the other
provinces of the Dominionalike.

In civil actions there is no doubt that the press have been often
sued, and are exposed to being mulcted for damages, or annoyed by
causeless or frivolous law suits by plaintifis who have suffered
imaginary damages, and who are perfectly worthless and unable to
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pay the costs of a civil prosecution if they are unsuccessful. 1 have
even known of cases where actions have been instituted for large
amounts by people who have instituted them in forma pauperis, and
who have uot even had the means of paying the court disburse-
ments in connection with the action.

While I would not accord license to the press to speak unre-
servedly of any man, however humble, 1 think that the liberty and
the freedom of the press in stating matters of public interest and
news should be protected, and they should be guarded from those
who would use the civil courts as 2 means of making money from
a newspaper either by way of costs or as a condemnation for
damages without any real damage having been suffered by them.
It seems to me that the principal safeguards which might be en-
acted by legislation, having this object in view, by the Legislature
of this province, would be :

1. To enable the journal sued to demand security for costs from
the plaintiff. The amount of this sczurity might be left discretion-
ary with a judge of the court, but it should be mada a preliminary
proceeding that the plaintiff be examined in the presence of a judge
and security ordered if it became apparent that he was not in good
faith, or that his damages were of anything less than a very sub-
stantial and real character.

2, Before any action should be instituted the plaintiff should
give notice to the journal which published the article complained
of, and they should have the opportunity within a certain fixed de-
lay, say one week in the case of a daily paper, or, of the next
number in the case of a paper published once a week, or at longer
intervals, to publish a retraction, or apology, for the article com-
plained of, and if this be done in 2 similarly conspicuous manner,
that the plaintiff should have no right of action, urless he could
show that he had suffered some actuat and real damage in the in-
terval betweea «.e publication and the retracdon. 1 think that
the latter reservation would require to be made, but it would be
practically impossible for such damages to accrue, unless in a very
aggravated case. The possibility of condemnation for vindictive or
exemplary damages, which is the principal danger that a newspaper
has to meet, particularly in a case coming before a jury, would thus
be entirely eliminated.

3. I think protection might be given in the case of fair and
impartial reports, cither of public proceedings or of proceedings in
the courts of justice, which might be treated as privileged. The
tenor of the jurisprudence in our courts would seem to be now to
regard the latter class of reports as privileged, but not the former.

There have been one or two attempts 1 our House, in Quebec.
to introduce such a measure, but it has always failed to pass both
Houses of the Legislature, though abill embodying, tosome extent,
the above provisions, has at different times passed each chamber,
but been blocked in the other.

The French law, is, 1 think, more severe in its application of
civil damages for libel and gives less liberty to the press than the
English.

T don't know whether the above remarks will be of any assist-
ance to you [ have, of course, attempted, as I have said, totreat
the subject as coming within the range of criminal libel, nor to deal
with the jurisprudence as it is in the province, but have merely
endeavored to point out in what direction, particularly, any efforts
for legislation, in this province, might be best directed.

Mr. R. Holmecs reported that he had had a conversation
with Hon. Mr. Sifton in reference to the proposed trip to the
Pacific Coast this summer.  From the nature of the conversa-
tion, he thought that the trip could probably be arranged. The
Department of the Interior intended pursuing an active immi-
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gration policy, and recopnized the advantages derived by the
country from such an excursion.

Upon motion of Mr. McKay, Montreal, seconded by Mr.
D. McGillicuddy, the matter was left in the hands of the execu-
tive, and a vote of thanks given to Hon. Mr. Sifton.

The Publisher’s Duty to Advertisers.

Mr. . James Gibson, of New York, secretary of the Sphinx
Club, advertising manager for A. A. Vaatine & Co., read the
following eminently practical and instructive paper, which was
unanimously declared by those who heard it to be one of the
best ever written on this live subject to all newspapermen :

The publisher's duty is to kelp the advertiser to make his in-
vestment as profitable as possible, The more profitable he can
make it, the better it will be for both of them.

The man who has goods or services to sell needs the publisher,
and he needs him badly. The publisher, on his part, has as much
need for the man who has goods or services to sell. If these two
are to be of any real and lasting benefit to each other, it must be
on the basis of mutual profit,

This is where some publishers ** falldown.’" They look upon ad-
vertisersas spongesto be squeezed. So they proceed to squeeze them
good and hard. They do this in n.any ways. If the advertiser
be a man of artistic ideas, or if he wants, for any other reason, to
use illustrations in his ads, he must pay extra for the privilege—
they are squeezing the sponge. It he wants to use anything larger
than nonpareil or agate type, he must pay extra for that. If he
wishes to break the coluwn rule, he must pay extra forthat as well.
These kind of publishers invent all sorts of extra charges, as well
as many other vexatious rules and regulations. In some cases the
extra charges added to the regular rate make the expense of using
certain journals almost, if notquite, prohibitory. Millions of dollars
worth of advertising which would otherwise have gone into news.
papers have been forced into other mediums by this extraordinarily
short-sighted policy. Mr. Artemas Ward, who so very successfully
conducts the advertising of ‘*Sapolio,’’ stated at a meeting of the
Sphinx Club, in New York, that when he started to advertise
«*Sapolio** in Boston, the demand by the newspapers there for
extras for display and cuts forced him out of the papers into the
street cars. He found, as a result, after giving the street cars a
thorough trial, that in proportion to money expended his returns
from Boston were better than from any of those places where he
had used newspapers exclusively. Of course, it must be borne in
mind that Boston has an exceptionally fine street carsystem, Mr.
Ward’s Boston experienee has no doubt directly and indiectly
dirverted a vast sum of money into street car advertising which
would otherwise have goneinto newspapers. This isa case of kill-
ing the goose that lays the golden eggs. And the Boston papers,
with one or two exceptions, still keep up their short-sighted policy.
\What these kind of publications need is a visit from the * fool.
killer."”

The object of about nine publishers out of ten seems to be to
get theadvertiser to useall the space which it is possible to **work'*
him for. Very little thought appears to be given as to whether the
space used can be profitably handled or not. Through this ** hog-
gishness** many a promising advertiser has been spoiled and many
an addition has been made to the ranks of those who declare that
**newspaper advertising doesn’t pay."' Who loses the most by
this in the long run 2 The publisher, certainly !

In my opinion no publisher ought to ask an advertiser to make
what is ordinarily known asa ** contract.'” The ideal planis to
make a flat rate by the line or the inch and let the advertiser taks
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as much or as little spaceas he wants and then allow him a discount
at the end of a certain period of time in proportion to what he has
used, This is much better than figuring the discount in proportion
to what he has promised to use. I know of several very success-
ful publications which make a net flat rate for either one insertion
or one thousand insertions. If any publisher here present will put
on his thinking cap for a few minutes he will probably agree with
me that nothing much is to be made in the long run by compelling,

Or attempting to compel, any advertiser to complete the terms of a

distasteful contract. The New York Herald, which is a very pro-
fitable newspaper, won't enter into a contract to print an advertise-
ment. Even if your money has been paid in advance the Herald
people repudiate any obligation to insert the advertisement paid for.
Of course, I need hardly say that if your ad. does'nt go in, your
money comes back. This is the deliberate policy of this great
publication and it seems to be based on a sound business principle.

Some publishers I know of are short-sighted enough not to
encourage the advertiser to change his advertisement as frequently
as possible. This mistaken policy is for the purpose ot saving a
few cents, but the net result is theloss of dollars. In some country
newspapers—and Canadian publications are among them—one can
see Christmas goods advertised in July, and Spring dress goods
advertisements masquerading in October. What are the publishers
of such papers thinkingabout? These fonlish men hurt themselves
in two ways. First, they injure the advertiser by not insisting upon
frequent changes, and in so doing they injure themselves. Then
they give themselves a black eye in respect to outside, or what is
called, general or foreignadvertising. General advertisers, asa rule,
discriminate against papers conducted in such a slovenly manner,
and quite right they are.

While on the subject of foreign advertising I want to say that
a great many country newspaper publishers waste too much time
and space over this kind of advertising As a rule, no money is
to be made out of foreign advertising by the country publisher.
When one comes to consider the low rates obtained, the cost of
postage, and time spent in getting the business and in trying to
collect for it when the contract has been completed, together with
the unpaid bills, annoyance and worry incidental to this kind of
advertising, it will be seen that there is no profit left for the pub-
lishers ot papers of small circulation.

Let the publisher ask the foreign advertiser to pay as much for
his space as he thinks it is worth. Let the publisher be reason-
able and moderate in his ideas. If the advertiser is willing to
pay this figure well and good ; if not, no time should be wasted on
him.

Local advertisers ought to be the mainstay of the country news-
paper and every-other newspaper of local circulation. If this isn’t
the case, something 1s wrong with the local merchants or the pub-
lisher, or both. Many a publisher has been driven to seek foreign
advertising, out of which he can’t make one cent, because the men
in his town who ought to be more or less extensive advertisers don't
do any advertising to speak of. They say that it dosen’t pay to
advertise. And they probably speak the truth, so far as they see it.
Whose faultit it? Of course, as a rule, it is primarily the fault
of the advertiser, and if he alone were to suffer the publisher need
not worry himself about it. But the publisher has to suffer also,
and to the extent that he is to blame, he ought to sufier.

If the local merchant doesn't know how to advertise, the local
publisher ought to show him. This is the problem, then, that faces
every publisher, Jarge or small.  How can he make his advertising
space profitable to the advertiser ?

It is obvious from what we have seen that the publisher, to be
successful, must either have advertisers who know how to advertise
or be himself a good advertising man, one who is capable of taking
hold of his patron’s crude efforts and hammering them into shape.

¢

AND PuBLISHER 27

Here, of course, considerable diplomacy will often be needed, be-
cause, the ordinary advertiser, as a rule, considers himself an adver-
tising expert, or pretty nearly one. But difficulties are made to be
overcome, and where there is a will there is a way. If our friend,
the publisher, is himself a good advertising man and is full to over-
flowing of the advantages of businesslike up-to-date advertising,
he will quickly be able to innoculate nearly everyone with whom he
comes in contact with his own faith in good advertising.

But what are the principal distingmishing features of good ad-
vertising ? In reply, let me be as practical and brief as possible.

TRUTH,

It is a self-evident proposition that an advertiser, if he is to be-
lieved in the long run, must tell the truth in his ads. Of course,
it is possible to fool some of the people all the time, and all the
people some of the time, but an advertiser who starts in to fool all
the people all the time must of necessity spend so much money
that there will be no profit left in the transaction. Good advertising
then is truthful advertising. Particularly is this true of whatis
called retail or storeadvertising. A merchant who makes deliberate
misrepresentations in his advertisements 1n order to entice people to
buy his goods is digging a pit for himself. A common form of
lying in advertising is exaggeration of statemant. Jones will declare
solemnly in his ads. that his is the leading dry goods store, of Smith
county, when every one knows that he doesn't even rank in second
or third place. Poor Jones! heis not only throwing his money
away, but is discrediting everything else he says in his advertise-
ments.

Lying in advertising shows itself in dozens of ways. Not only
is there silly exaggeration, such as our friend Jones is guilty of, but
there is the subtle misstatement well calculated to deceive. Butno
matter how artfully the untruthis told it will not, in nine cases out
of ten, be profitable in the end.

The plain honest truth nearly always carries conviction with it.
When people hear it or read it, somehow or other, they usually
recognize it.

NATURALNESS.

Any one who has ever tried to write on a business or other sub.
ject has probably experienced difficulty in being simple and natural
in his language. The shortest, simplest, plainest words are always
the most effective.  Yet the average ad. writer forgets all about this
when he takes his pen in hand. In ordinary conversation he
« wants®' such and such a thing done. When he writes an ad. he
srdesires’ to have it done. Instead of writing out a simple
announcement such as he would give out orally, he ** begs to notify
his friends and the public generally.”' 1 know men who are
good salesmen. \When they have a customer in hand they use
plain, simple words without attempt at frills and flounces. But
when they.start to write an advertisement their plain, earnest, telling
language becomes stilted, affected and ¢ hifalutin.*  The result is
that while they are good salesmen they are poor ad. writers. In
commencing to write an ad. the best thing to do is to put your

dictionary out of reach.
CLEARNESS.

It is important, especially in a business communication such as
an advertisement, to avoid anything like ambiguity of expression.
I know from actual experiencethat some people will misunderstand
the clearest statement it is possible to make. When these
misunderstandings are caused by a lack of definitness on the part
of the advertisement the advertiser is clearly to blame. In any
event it doesn’t pay to have these misunderstandings, anditis a
part of good advertising to avoid them. In store advertising, it is
also necessary to tell the price or prices of the goods advertised.

BREVITY.

Brevity is very needful in advertising, as 1t costs money for

space. And besides this is a busy age, especially with the great
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middle classes, who are the people most interested in advertise-
ments of goods. The very rich don't go in very much for reading
advertisements, because there isn't any pressing need for it. The
very poor have no money to spend.

But, of course, there is no sense in being brief, at the expense of
clearness.

DIGNITY.

The attempt to be **smart’’ and witty disfigures the work of a
great many ad. writers. The trouble with trying to be humorous
lies in the fact that you can't tell how an alleged piece of humor
will strike other people. Besides this, not one man in a million is
capable of writing real wit and humor. But above and beyond lies
the fact that the conducting of the business is not a humorous
subject. Most of the buying retail, and, consequently, most of the
reading of the advertisements is done by women. Any man who
thinks that the average woman appreciates funny advertising is
greatly mistaken.

Of course, there is such a thing as being too dignified in one's
advertisements. Dignity, indeed, is very often only another name
for dullness, but dignity, even duliness, is preferable to the light,
flippant and pert style which disfigures the work of so many ad.
writers of the present day. Of course, in this, as in other things,
one must cut his coat according to the cloth. Language which
would be appropnate for advertising reaching a popular class of
of trade would probably not be at all acceptable to what is called
exclusive trade.

DISTINCTIVENESS AND UNIFORMITY.

The appearance of an advertisement is a matter of great impor-
tance. Every advertiser should aim to give his work a distinctive
appearance. This is easily accomplished by the proper use of
types or of illustrations, or both.  Advertisements which have thic
distinctiveness of appearance acquire in the course of time some-
whatthe same value that a trade mark has. It must be borne in
mind in addition to this that the cumulative value of advertising is
very great. That is to say, the last of a series of say 52 advertise-
ments is worth several times the valueof the first of the series. This
cumulative value is still more increased when the whole of the 52
advertisements are identical in appearance. A certain New York
clothing house,which undoubtedly does the best clothing advertising
in the world, have for many years used single column advertise-
ments, which, while varying somewhat in length, always have an
illustration at the top and are set up in a uniform style of type.
These adverntisements are so good that many thousands of men
read them every day as regularly as they read the news despatches.
Sometime ago the firm tried the experiment of changing their adver-
tisements. This they kept up for several weeks. The result was
that many people called at their stores and enquired why the firm
had discontinued advertising. This is an illustration of the great
value in advertising of 2 uniform distinctiveness of style.

In conclusion, Iwant to say, gentlemen, that as publishers, you
have itin your power to either greatly help or greatly hinder the
cause of advertising. Instead of harrassing your advertiser with
vexatious rules and regulations which tend to prevent him using his
space to the greatest advantage, make things as easy and pleasant
as possible.  Get the idea out of your head that your responsibility
ceases when you have sold your space. If you are the publisher
of a paper which hasn’t as much advertising as you think it ought
to have, T hope you will go home from this convention with the con.-
viction that you can and ought to do your share towards bringing
in a better condition of affairs. Make the science of advertising a
study. Read the books which have been published on the subject.
Subscribe for some of the numerous excellent periodicals published
in the interest of advertising, such as Printers’ Ink.  Study the ad-
vertisements of successful advertisers in the leading American and
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Canadian cities. Get thoroughly innoculated, saturated and per-
meated with the subject of advertising, and my word for it, your
paper will before long contain more and better advertising,

If perchance your paper be located in one of thelarge Canadian
cities, where the field is extensive, it will probably pay you to
engage a competent man to write and superintend your patrons'
advertisements. If you will place the services of a good artist at
this man’s command it will be still better. Try this plan. 1 ven.
ture to say that 1f you do so you will in the course of ashort time be _
able to increase your advertising 25 per cent., 50 per cent., or pro-
bably even 100 per per cent., and more.

It is estimated that three hundred millions of dollars are spent
cach year in American and Canadian newspapers and magazines.
Probably as much more is put out for other kinds of publicity.
These are stupenduous figures, yet I am satisfied that advertising
as a science and an art is yet in its infancy. The 20th century ad-
vertiser will probably look back with astonisment at our crude and
imperfect work. But even if the science of advertising be yet at
the beginning, the principle of publicity which it represents, or
rather is, is the greatest factor of success in the modern business
world.

The president said: “I was talking to the manager of
the Vantine firm, who told me that he allowed Mr. Gibson
$150,000 a year for advertising, and whenever business became
dull he did not blame his staff, but simply blackguarded Mr.
Gibson, who would then change his advertising a little, and
business would come back again. (Laughter.) I merely men-
tion that as indicating the value of good advertising.”

A Common Sense Paper.

Mr. Pattullo, M.P.P,, said: *1desire to express my own
appreciation of the paper, which is the best, most concise, and
most sensible paper, cn that subject, I have ever listened to.
QOur friends, on the other side of the line, have, perhaps. the
genius of common sense, more than any other people in the
world, and especially in the business of advertising. 1 would
like to say, for the benefit of some of the younger members of
the association, that in my own business we have been studying
the business of advertising, and it is in following, imperfecily,
perhaps, but as near as possible to the line laid down by Mr.
Gibson, that we have found the best results. One of the most
important points to me is this, that any publisher who wishes to
retain his advertisers permanently, must not only get advertisers
to advertise, but he must make them realize that advertising
pays them. He canonly do that in one way, and that is, by
educating his advertisers how to advertise. We have been
endeavoring to teach every advertiser, who does not know how
to write advertisements, 1o educate him in the science and art
of advertising. I do not think it would be very easy to exag-
gerate the importance of a paper of that sort to the members
of this association. If we came to Ottawa for nothing ¢lse but
to hear that paper discussed, and carry home the ideas contained
in it, we will be well repaid. (Applause.) I move thata hearty
vote of thanks be given to Mr. Gibson.” .

Mr. H. P. Moore: “ It affords me great pleasure to second
the motion. I like the serious manner in which the paper was
given.”

Mr R. Holmes said :*“ I do not claim to have the largest
circulation in the county, and I am not in the best town in the
county, but my advertising fricnds tel' me I carry the largest
amount of advertising, and I attribute it largely to a judicious
distribution of Printers’ Ink among my advertisers, and I also
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allow them to change a certain number of times in the year
withc ut charge ; but above that number I charge them for it.”

Mr. H. P. Moore said: *1 appreciate the paper, and will
profit by the advice Mr. Gibson has given us. He was speaking
of the value of studying the works published on the line of ad-
vetlising. Perhaps he would mention some of the works which
it would be advisable for us to secure for use in our business.”

Mr. Gibson said: *The leading publication, and the

* original advertising journal, of course, we all know is Printer’s

Ink, 2and my own opinion is that it is the best advertising pub-
lication in the world. I read it religiously every week, and if it
came out every day I would read it just as religiously. I want
to say right here, as a tribute to Priter’s Ink, that all I know
about the advertising trade, or what knowledge 1 bave acquired
practically, and any success which I may have attained during
the time I have been in the advertising business, is largely due
to Printer’s Ink. Every publisher in Canada, or any place else,
cannot do a better thing than to present each one of his adver-
tisers with a copy of that excellent periodical. Another excellent
publication is called Fame, and is published by Artemas Ward,
who has made a world-wide success in advertising ‘Sapolio.’
Fame is his personal organ. C. A. Bates, of New York, also
publishes a periodical called Criticism, which is a very excellent
publication.”
A Valuable Discussfon,

Mr. John Cameron: “In looking over the various news.
papers of Canada and the United States, there does not seem
to be any lack of advertising at all. There is no doubt that
advertising can be stimulated in the various ways suggested.
But, would the gentleman be kind enough to give us any sugges-
tion upon these points? With the immense competition between
the newspapers themselves, and seeing the fact that almost
every newspaper has an immense volume of advertising, what is
the best way of getting good rates ? Because, with good rates
there may be a smaller volume and reduced expense.”

Mr. Gibson: “ A good deal of that advertising is taken at
a loss. Particularly is this true of most foreign advertis-
ing. X have been myself a foreign adverdser and know some-
what how the thing is done. A great deal of it is taken at
unprofitable rates, simply because other papers do it, and also
because they very often send a cheque for payment in advance.
Lots of that advertising does not really pay the publisher, and
he is a foolish man to put it in the newspaper. We also know
that a good deal of this advertising is not paid for. There are
a great many advertising fakirs, especially in the United States,
who send out hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth of adver-
tisements every year which they never pay for and never expect
to. The true field for the local publisher to cultivate is the
local advertiser—the man in your own town who is doing busi-
ness there.  There is no merchant of any consequence in any
town who is not going to spend his money in advertising if he
thinks he can get it back again. If the newspapers referred
to by Mr. Cameron would throw out a good deal of advertising
they have they would get better rates for advertising from local
people.”

Mr. Pettypicce, M.P.P.: I like the feature spoken of by
Mr. Gibson in his paper with regard to the signing of contracts.
Our experience with country papers is that the advertiser wants
the publisher to sign a contract hedged around with rules.
Does Mr. Gibson think the country newspaper publisher should
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sign such contracts ? The great difficulty, in my experience, with
such contracts has been that after the contract is signed, the
advertiser is watching for opportumties to claim extra insertions
and other advantages upon some mere techmcality.”

Mr. Gibson: *I think that if the publishers will adopt the
rule of refusing to sign contracts, orto make contracts that have
indications on the face of them of technicalities, of which the
advertising agency can afterwards make use of in that way, he
would be quite justified in refusing to sign it. I think myself
that all this sort of thing is done in foreign advertising ; the local
advertiser,does not, as a rule, insist upon this kind of thing, as he
has not had the experience which teaches him thac he that he can
make money out of the paper in that way.  If there has been an
insertion on the wrong day or for some reason any days have
been left out, as a rule, he does not worry the publisher about
it. He is usually a personal friend of the publisher and they
are getting along as well as any persons can.  In answer to this
particular point I would say that I vould refuse to sign any of
that particular kind of contract unless I needed the business
very badly indeed.”

Mr. Pattullo, M.P.P.: **I was very much struck with one of
the last remarks made by Mr. Gibson, and it is this: That in the
past we have been going on the principle of giving outside
advertisers, the patent medicine men and others, extremely low
rates, and keeping very high rates for local advertisers. The
whole system is irrational. We have been reversing this lately
and have had no difficulty in our business in doubling the out-
side rates, and at the same time lowering the local rates, Why
should not the local advertiser have a lower rate than the out-
side advertiser? Every local ad. tisement you get will increase
the interest tn the paper. If you get the local druggists,
grocers, and men engaged in a dozen other business enterprises
I need not mention, and talk tothem, get them interested in
advertising it will materially increase your business. I adwise
strongly the reversal of the business principles which have
guided newspaper publishers in this respect for many years.

* Did any of you ever calculate how much an inch of space
in your paper is worth? It is literally true that hundreds of
columns of patent medicine advertisements have been published
yearaflter year in Canadian newspapers at a positive loss, whereas
there is a splendid fie!d for local advertising which has unever
been cultivated at all.” (Applause).

Mr. W, H. Kerr said: “1 donot think the ordinary country
newspapers are as big sinners in this respect as the large papers
in the cities. (Applause.) I have known advertising agents
come along and haul out of their pockets signed contracts with
dailies in the cities at figures which the ordinary country news-
paper would scarcely look at, and they laugh you out of your
office at the disproportion of the rate you ask with the contracts
they show you. As far as I am concerned mysclf in running my
metropolitan journal—(laughter)—I am running it on the lines
that when a patent medicine man comes into my othce he is
going to pay cxactly the same rate that my local advertisers
pay.” :

Mr. A. Pattullo, M.P.D., said : **I trust you will pardon me
for speaking so frequently, but I would like to say a few words
in reference to what Mr. Kerr has smd about contracts which
advertising ajgents say they have made with other papers. These
statements will often be found upon investigation to be mis-
leading. I remember one case in particular where one of these
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advertising agents came in and made representations as to what
he had got his advertisement in a certain other paper of about
the same standard as our own. I went and called the other
paper up by ’phone, and found the agent was lying, and I had
no difficulty in making a contract at the proper rates. In another
instance, I had aletter from one of the largest advertising
agents on the continent accusing us of charging a less rate to
another agent than we had been charging him. We challenged
him to show it, and offered to give him a year's advertising for
nothing if he could prove it. The result was that we got double
rates from him compared with what we had .previously re-
ceived.”

The unanimous vote of thanks by the association, was then
tendered, by the president, to Mr. Gibson, who acknowledged

it in suitable terms.
Post Office Regulations.

Mr. Colquhoun drew attention to one or two potnts 12 con-
nection with the Post Office Department, which he said seemed
to indicate that the Department is going to adopt a very strict
interpretation of the letter of the regulations. One case, in
illustration, which came up last month, in connection with
PRINTER AND PUBLISHER, he said, delayed the publication of
that paper for a day and necessitated some correspondence with
the Department.

% Another question which has arisen 1s that in relation to
enclosing circulars and other printed matter in copies of the
paper sent out soliciting subscriptions. Publishers are permitted
now under th~ law to enclose in copies of the paper going to
regular subscribers circulars and envelopes or anything of that
kind designed to obtain renewals. But if you take a list of
selected names and then enclose circulars, the Post Office
Deparment won’t allow that. It is quite clear that if you are
allowed to enclose advertising matter in your paper going to
ordinary subscribers, you certainly ought to be allowed to
enclose it in the papers upon which you pay a special rate. I
have here a letter from Mr. Le Sueur of the Post Office Depart-
ment, in which he says this particular rule has not previously
been enforced, but 1s part of the regulations, so that it strikes
me that if the Department is now going to impose a new system
of determining and interpreting very closely what the law is,
we want to have a conference with the Minister and not
depend upon the permanent officials who are bureaucratic, and
I bring this matter up for the purpose of having it discussed
with regard to the interpretation that is to be placed upon the
regulations.”

Mr. Dan. McGillicuddy: “I too had some difficulty with
the Post Office Department last year on another matter. There
was at that time a regulation that you could not print on one
side of a post card except on certain conditions, and 1 got in a
tangle with them. T'be result of it was that this order the
officials thought could not be changed has been changed, and
to-day the printers of Ontario are reaping the benefit of the
little correspondence that happened between the Post Office
Department and myself on that occasion. 1 wanted at that
time to decorate the address side of a post card with an ornate
but not gaudy bill head for a salt firm in our section, and the
post office thought it was too gorgeous and would not allow me
to doit. Now, they allow you to take a post card and do any-
thing on carth with it so long as the address can be read.”
(Laughter.)

Mr. Dafoe, of The Star, Montreal, at the request of the
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president, also addressed the meeting upon the subject. He
said : “A month or two ago, one of the French papers of
Montreal sent out a lot of sample papers addressed to aselected
list, and enclosed in them circulars, subscription blanks, and
envelopes. The whole lot was held up at the post office, on
the ground that they could not go out under the regulations
under which you pay a cent a pound for sample papers, and
that you have to pay a cent apiece. In consequence of that
correspondence with the officials at Montreal, and later with .
the Department, the Department ruled that if you sent out
sample papers on which you pay a cent a pound you are
debarred from putting in circulars or envelopes. The officials
of the Department, with whom I was talking, admitted that it
was absurd, and that there had probably been an inadvertence
in the construction of the Act. The whole object in sending
out sample papers is to get new subscribers, and it may be, per-
haps, desirable to draw the Minister’s attention to it, because I
believe it was an inadvertence.”

Mr. A. Pattullo, M.P.P.: “Have you any information with
regard to the policy of the Department respecting free postage ?

Mr. Dafoe: “I have no information upon the subject, but
if the present policy is to be continued it is worth while con-
sidering the points which have been raised here.”

Mr. R, Holmes :  There are several phases of the postal
question that I think ought to be dealt with. A large number
of exceedingly nice points in connection with the administration
of the postal law that ought to be modified.”

The matter of interpretation of the postal regulations was
left in the hands of the executive.

Mr. Jeffrey, Arnprior, asked the privilege of addressing the
association, He said that he was chairman of the Weekly
Publishers’ Association, and held in his hand requisitions from
63 weekly publishers calling upon him to call a meeting of the
association in Ontario to discuss the question of postage on
newspapers. They do not v/ant to have postage imposed. The
executive appointed last year were not present, so they did not
know where they were at, and he had come to the meeting to
ask the weekly publishers to withdraw from the association and
form a separate branch ; not to withdraw entirely, but to remain
affiliated with the Canadian association.

Mr. J. T. Clark : “I would like to ask the question whether,
if Mr. Jeffrey comes here with such an object as he has avowed
—t0 break up the association—he has any right to address the
meeting ? "

The president said: “IX think that the movement Mr.
Jeffrcy has initiated is, perhaps a very good one, and one
which may amount to good for the country weeklies. I
have been in communication with him, and, just at this
moment, I am arranging to bring this matter up at a later stage.
I may say that you will probably all recognize that there are
practically three departments in this association, but we are not
yet strong enough to work separately in the different depart-
ments—the city publishers, the country weeklies, and the
journalists, editors and reporters. I do not think it is to our
advantage to work separately. This year we have elected, I am
very glad to say, as president, a very able representative of the
country weekly, who will be followed, I hope, by a representa-
tive of the business department of a city daily, and he, in turn,
will be followed, I hope, by one whom, we will all agree,
is a representative journalist of Canada; so that we have
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all the three great branches of the association recognized in
turn.” (Applause).

Mr. Pettypiece, M.P.P.: I wish to correct a wrong im-
pression, which Mr. Jeffrey has taken from my signature being
attached to that requisition. I am not here to withdraw from
this association, and, until 1 find some reason for withdrawing, I
shall stay with it. As I am responsible, perhaps, for having

“*that requisition sent to Mr. Jeffrey, I want to say that it had
reference to ‘clubbing’ matters only, when it left my hands,
and did not refer to postage matters at all.  With regard to the
clubbing matters, it is with no spirit of antagonism to the dailies
that it is discussed, but I believe that the clubbing of rates has
been used in a great many ways to our disadvantage.”

Committee on Resolutions.
The committee on resvlutions reported recommending the
following’for adoption :
Mr. President and Members,—Your committee on resolutions
have met and considered the president’s addressand other matters
referred to us.

Your committee recognize that an all Canadian cable service
would have substantial advantagesto both the press and the country,
and is ot very special importancein view of increasing business rela-
tionship between Canada and Great Brtain, and we would recom-
mend that the execulive committee, or a special committee
appointed for the purpose, should continue to give earnest attention
to the question, and endeavor to find a possible financial basis for
which such service could be established and maintained without
unduly straining the financial resources of Canadian dailies.

Your committee desire to emphasize the president's stateiaent
of the necessity for a Federal insolvency law, in order to restore and
maintain the commercial credit of Canada in Great Britain, to
encourage British commercial houses to extend their operations in
this country, and to give security and stability to trading relation.
ships between this ana the old world, arnd we join with the boards
of trade and other important commercial organizations in urging
upon the Government the early enactment of a national nsolvency
law.

We desire to.add our appreciation of the able, pertinent, busi-
ness.like character of the president's address, to bear tesimony to
his unselfish zeal in securing for the Canadian journalists who
attended the Jubilee celebration in London valued courtesies toand

. adequate facilities necessary to the performance of their arduous and
difficult work, and for his very special efforts in promoting the
success of this meeting of the association.

Relative to the matter of the organization of a woman's branch of
the association, suggested by the letter of Mrs. Emily Cummings,
your association recommend that lady journalists of the Dominion
be given a cordial invitation to become members of the Canadian
Press Association, and if they desire, when their number warrant
it, to form a woman's branch, as a section of the association, we
give our approbation to such a course,

Resolved, that while the appointment of a permanent secretary
would undoubtedly be followed with good results to the association,
regret is felt that circumstances do not permit the adoption, at the
present meeting, of the president's recommendation favoring the
appointment of such an official.

Resolved, that the executive committee be empowered to make
another effort to institutean excursion during the coming summer.

The_ importance of upholding the dignity of the profession
renders it incumbent upon the association to express disapproval
of the unseemly conduct of Canadian amateur journalists—for
sight-seeing—at the Jubilee proceedings in England, as alluded to
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by President MacLean. We are glad that, so far as can be learned,
members of this association were not responsible, and itis to be
hoped that the attention which has been regretfully dravn to the
subject will serve to impress every member of our profession,
whether connected with this organization or not, with the import-
ance of guarding zealously those privileges which should accrue
only to actual working journalists. The executive is requested to
consider the devising, as suggested in the president’s able and com-
prehensive address, of 2 form of certificate to beissued under the
authority of the Canadian Press Association, which may assist to
prevent a recurrence abroad of incidents tending to bring Canadian
journalism into undeserved disrepute.

This association express the keenest interest in the proposed
visit of a body of English journalists to Canada; and with prideand
confidence in the resources, advantages and prospects of this grand
young country, will be glad to do «ll in its power to render their
visit enjoyable in incident and practical in results, The grandeur
of the British Empire is but imperfectly understood alike by Can-
adians who have never visited British soil away from this continent,
and by Britons who have had no personal experience of the vast-
ness and variety and richness of Canadian resources. The Can-
adian people would with us welcome most cordially an extended
visit from representatives of British journalism, as tending to draw
Canada and the loved Mother Country yet more closely together.

The report of the committee was received.

Upon motion of Mr. W. H. Kerr, seconded by Mr. McKay,
the excursion to Aylmer was declared ‘off’ in order to allow
time to discuss the report.

‘The resolutions were then considered seriatim,

Upon the seventh resolution.

Mr. John Cameron thought it unwise to refer to this matter
at all and moved that the resolution be thrown out.

Mr. J. S. Willison: *“ That may be your opinton, but I am
very sure that the conduct of those who in London professed to
represent this association did very much to lower the dignity of
Canadian journalism. Nothing is so calculated to mjure Cana-
dian journalism so much as the habit of giving letters to people
who are going to New York and other places, and who are not
journalists and have no connection with journalism.”

Mr. P. D. Ross: ‘I gave a letter to a Jawyer in town here

who was going to London and it did not occur to me unul after |

I had done it what damage might be done.”

The president: “I1 speak from personal experience while
in England. You have no conception what trouble the profes-
sional journalists had with lawyers, doctors, and even students,
who were everywhere, claiming 1o represent Canadian papers.
Mr. Colmer, of the High Commissioner’s office, begged me to
do something as president of the Canadian Press .\ssociation,
he was so worried from day to day by these men, and the Insti-
tute of British journalists asked me to bring the matter to your
notice, that some action might be taken by the association.
As an illustration, at the Dominion Day dinner, among the
alleged journalists present was one who not only disgraced
himself but Canadian journalism. e was there representing,
he said, a Canadian paper; he was not a representative of i,
but he had a letter from it.  He made himself most decidedly
objectionable, and one of the members of Parliament who was
there remarked to me: ‘I had the idea that Canadian jour-
nalists were gentlemen.’ That individual was, 1 believe, the
guest of Sir Donald Smith, and frequently interrupted Sir
Donald by crying out * Break away,’ ete.  If you had heard the

ELA
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expressions of English journalists at such conduct you would
feel as strongly as I do upon this matter. I hope you will all
support the resolution.”

Mr, Dingman: “ As I regard that resolution, it does not re-
flect upon this association, but disavows this misconduct, and
explains that in so far as that goes, no member of this associa-
tion was guilty of it. That resolution was written only when it
was heard that the conduct complained of was nothing short
of scandalous. I thought, therefore, it was really incumbent
upon this association to say something and protect our good
name.”

Mr. J. S. Willison : “ The association must understand that,
owing to the conduct of these people, Canadian journalists were
represented in London as a set of sponges and dead beats. We
at least are compelled to represent to the British Institute of
Journalists that we are not responsible for this conduct.”

Mr. Cameron withdrew his objection, and the motion carried
unanimously.

The remainder of the report was adopted, and a special ex- -

pression of thanks was made to the president for the signal
service he had rendered the association during the year.
Election ot Council.

The ballot was then taken for the election of five members
of the council and resulted in the election of the following :
Messrs, Wm. Ireland, D. McGilhcuddy, J. T. Clark and L. J.
Tarte.

There was a tie vote for the fifth place between Messrs. A.
G. F. Macdonald and .\. H. U. Colquhoun which was disposed
of by the president giving a casting vote in favor of Mr. Mac-
donald, who was declared clected.

General Business.

Mr. Ireland suggested that a fishing and boating camp be
held near Parry Sound for those members who desire to take a
summer outing, and offered s services in furthering the pro-
ject, with a guarantee of a good camping ground, plenty of bait
and excellent fishing.

The proposal was referred to the executive,  Mr. Ireland
will also correspond with any members who contemplate joining
the party.

Mr. Smith, of St. Johns, Que., president of the Eastern
Townships Press Association, conveyed the greetings of that
organization to the meeting.

The president then brought up the question of the admis-
sion of the members of the Quebec Press  Association, as a
body, and suggested that they be admitted without charging the
annual fees for 1898.

Upon motion of Mr. J. S. Willison, the association unani-
mously resolved to adant the members of the Quebec associa-
tton as members of this association upon the terms suggested
by the president.

The question of the proposal to reimpose postage upon
newspapers was introduced by Mr. Jackson.

After an informal discussion, it was decided that the asso-
ciation as a body take no action, leaving every individual mem-
ber to take such action as his interests directed.

The new president, Mr. R. Holmes, of The Clinton New
Era, was then mtroduced by the retining president, and took
the chair and bnefly returned thanks to the members for the
honor conferred upon him.

The association then adjourned.
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SUGGESTIONS RE LIBEL LAWS.,
By & S ephenson, Planct, Chatham,

A libel is supposed to injure : (1) A man’s financial stand-
ing, or (2) his character.

In either case there is no reason why he should not give
security for costs, because : (1) If he be financially solvent, it
makes no difference to him whether he puts up security for
costs or not, and (2) if his character is of such an unblemished
description as to be injured by a newspaper article, it 1s appa-
rent he would on that account have very little difficulty in
getting the necessary security.

At the same time where a newspaper requires security for
costs, the plamtiff in return (but only where such security is
demanded) should bave the same privilege. The fact is, that
the people who usually bring libel suits are impecunious dead-
beats, speculative fakirs or shyster lawyers, and while, it is true,
they very seldom succeed, yetin every single instance the news-
paper 1s put to costs, loss of time, and trouble.

I would suggest, as a remedy for this state of affairs, that
the Legislature be asked to change the law, so that people who
counsidered themselves libelled must 1n all cases put up the
costs when so demanded.

Libel suits ought also to be tried as non-jury cases ; specu-
lators and fakirs count on clever lawyers being able to hoodwink
juries, thus giving them snap verdicts.

Then again, there should be some restriction against specu-
lative libel suit seekers running into the high court with suits
that are hardly important enough to occupy the attention of the
county or division court. The result of the present law is that
where the speculative plaintiff fails he is worth nothing and the
newspaper is stuck for high court costs. The law ought to be
amended so that people who imagine their feelings are hurt
would have to go to the county court, or else establish before
the county judge, by affidavit, the fact that they have
been injured to an extent beyond the jurisdiction of the
county court; and in all such cases the plaintiff should be
required to put up security for costs.

Thus, these three slight amendments would protect reliable,
responsible, newspapers from the sharks who are always after
them :

1. Trial by judge.

2. Security for costs.

3- Prima facie evidence before county or high court judge
that the case is of sufficient importance to be tried in the high
court.

MR. MACBRIDE’S APPOINTMENT.

The British press are awakening to the fact that the public
are largely interested in Canada, and are devoting more space
10 Canadian news than ever before. An evidence of this is the
appomtment of W. D. MacBride, late city editor ot The Mont-
real Gazette, as special correspondent to The London Daily
Mail.  He contributes a regular weekly letter on political or
other occurrences on this side of the water, and sends special
cables when there is news of sufficient import to warrant it.

The Child Acme Cutter Co., Boston, have orders beyond
the immediate capacity of their works, and orders for their
regular and extra heavy sclf-clamping cutters are delayed in
filhng on that account.  Irom their Canadian enquiries they
anticipate increased orders from this section. Mr. O. E. Child
will soon make a business trip through Ontario and Quebec.

.o
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“  THE DEATH OF LOUIS KRIBS.
HE announcement of the death of Louis P. Kribs, at

Ottawa, March 25, bas been received with profound regret
by his fellow-craftsmen all over Canada. Mr. Kribs, who had
been living in retirement at Weston during the past year or two
owing to ill-health, went down to Ottawa, March ¢, on private
business. He seemed no worse 1n health than usual, but after
arriving in Ottawa was seized with the internal hemorrhage
which had for some time being troubling him. Mrs. Kribs,
his kind and devoted wife, and his brother, W. A, Kribs, M.P.P.,
were with him when he died.

Louis P. Kribs was born at Hespeler, Feb. 29, 1857. In
the seventies he entered newspaper work, being interested, at
different times, in weekly papers at Walkerton and Barrie, but
his most noted journalistic work was done for The News, World
and Empire, of Toronto. His articles in The News signed
“Pica” gave im a distinct reputation. In the autumn of
1886 he was appointed Ottawa correspondent of The Mail, but
only held the post a short time, resigning it to conduct The
Standard, the official organ of the Conservative party during the
Dominion election campaign of 1887, The Mail having
renounced the party organship. The election over, The
Standard ceased publication, and Kribs went to The Toronto
World staff. During the parliamentary session of 1887 he
represented The World at Ottawa, and his breezy, rollicking
letters were much appreciated. Wiman's commercial umon
campaign began in 1887, and it found no stronger journalistic
foe than Kribs. When The Empire newspaper was founded in
December 1887, mainly by the efforts of Sir John Macdonald
and Mr. David Creighton, L. P. Kribs was chosen to organize
its 1ews service and to choose the greater portion of its staff.
Until 1893 he remained news and city editor of The Empire,
or what, in a New York office, would virtually be managing
editor. Occasionally he would go to Ottawa as parliamentary
correspondent during the session, and in 1891 was president of
the Press Gallery. In May, 1893, after the appointment of a
Royal Commission to investigate the working of the hiquor laws
in Canada and the United States, Mr. Kribs received a hand-
some offer from the Canadian distilling and brewing interests
to attend all meetings of the commission, to watch the case
from their standpoint, and to prepare the information, statistics,
and other evidence which these interests desired to lay before
the commission. This offer he accepted, and traveled all over
the continent in carrying out his task, which he performed with
the highest skill and ability. He afterwards issued a resume of
the evidence before the Commission from the anti-prohibition
point of view. In 1894 he began the publication of The
Advocate, a weekly, devoted to the cause he had espoused.
After the discontinuance of the paper the state of Mr. Kribs’
health precluded active journalistic work, although he wrote at
intervals and remained mentally as bright as ever. The remains
were taken to Hespeler, by way of Toronto, and interred on

Saturday, March 26. The floral tributes from the Press Gallery,
the Toronto newspaper men, The Toronto Globe, and others,
all reflect the kindly regard felt by his confreres for the dead
man. The newspaper references to him were numerous and
eulogistic.

It is felt by all who know Canadian newspaperdom during
the past fifteen yeais that a real personality has departed from
us—a man of human sympathies, of the most practical gener-
osity, and a geniality that was never assumed. A fervent
politician on the Conservative side, his outspoken attacks often
sounded harsh to those who did not know the man. But any-
one who had seen the burly frame, the large head, with itslong
hair hanging behind, and heard the hearty laugh, knew that
political animus did not mean personal mahce in his case. It
does not seem possible that he could ever have systematically
cherished a grudge, and, so far as they were willing, all news-
paper men were his friends. His relations with his staff of
reporters were cordial, even affectionate, and any man who took
an assignment from him and did it well was sure of appreciation.
He stood up for his staff through thick and thin on all
occasions. 1 first knew Kribs at Ottawa in 1885, was closely
associated with him in the same office, without a change, for
over six years, and in all that time do not recollect a single
quarrel or unpleasant occurience to mar friendly relations. I
found him absolutely loyal to his co-workers from first to last,
and, if he ever thought his abilities were not appreciated as
highly as were those of men with less capacity, he never showed
any mean jealousy or sulked in his tent. He had, as is well
known, an immense power for work, surpassing that of any
member of the pressin my time. His physical frame could
stand long and extraordinary strains which other men dare not
risk, and his mental vigor was as potent at the end of the task
as it was at the beginning of it. We differed often on questions
and on methods and would argue hotly to the bitter end. But
if you could take a joke at your own expense, and had the spirit
to return fire quickly, your relations with Kribs were on a
sound basis. He would put his big head into my room, on
first appearing in the office about noon, and loudly demand:
“How are the low Scotch this morning ? ” (a sarcastic allusion
to my racial origin), and if the retort came quick : ** Every whit
as good as the low Dutch,” he would retire at once in good
humor, satisfied that relations were friendly. It was impossible
to resist a humor so hearty, so spontaneous, and a nature so
broad and generous. But he habitually worked too hard, and
with that big frame before you, warnings seemed absurd, At
any rate he never heeded any. The ultimate break-down of
his constitution must have been largely induced by incessant
arduous Jabor maintained for periods that would have quickly
despatched the ordinary man.

In newspaper work his achievements were many and varied,
and he had a wide reputation for fertility of resource, vigor in
execution and speedy accomplishment. The Empire newspaper
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lost a great force when, to the regret of all his colleagues, he
withdrew from it in 1893. Many a kindly act be did, which
the newspaper world knows not of, many a friend shielded or
helped, many a genercus sparing of the foe. Kribs was a better
man than many who talk more and do less. He dropped out
of the active struggle without an audible murmur over his
misfortunes or a single reflection upon the political party which

so poorly requited his services.
A . H. U.C.

RIGHTS OF THE PRESS IN QUEBEC.

HE law of libel has received a further interpretation by a

decision of Chief Justice Tait, in the Court of Review, at
Montreal. In the case of Demers vs. Graham, a charge of
libel was made by the plaintiff for the publication, in The Star,
of proceedings that took place in the Police Court in September,
1896, when the plaintiffy Mr. L. N. Demers, a lawyer, was
charged with theft, but was acquitted.

Judge Desnoyers, at the time, said that no proof had been
adduced to show an intention to defraud, and he therefore
acquitted Mr. Demers on the charge brought against him by
Eugene Globensky, a printer. It was to the effcct that Mr.
Demers had defrauded him of a factum worth $40.

For the publication of the court proceedings, the proprietor
of The Star was sued for libel. The trial judge held that the
report was a privileged one and the defendant had a right to
publish it ; that it was published in the interest of the public,
and in good faith, and that the plaintiff had suffered no
damage.

The case was then carried to the Court of Review, and, in
giving the present judgment, Acting Chief Justice Tait said that,
after carefully examining the articles printed and the authorities
cited by the parties, he had come to the conclusion that the
former judgment was correct. It seems to be the jurisprudence
of this province, also that of France and England, that a news-
paper does not incur responsibility by publishing a true and
honest report of the proceedings in a public court of justice,
although such a report might be injurious to the character of
any individual. There did not appear to be any intention of
malice, and it appeared that the articles complained of were a
fair report of what had occurred, and that the plaintiff was not
entitled to damages. The former judgment was maintained,
Justice Mathieu dissenting.

JUDGE WURTELE ON THE PRESS.

UDGE WURTELE has a rod in pickle for newspapers who

go in for undue sensationalism. In his address to the
grand jury at the opening of the Court of Queen’s Bench the
judge said:

“I cannot refrain from regretting, as I did once before in
addressing another grand jury, the publication of extremely sen-
sational articles and pictures in many of our newspapers, with
reference not only tothe murders and other capital crimes which
have occurred from time to time, and to the judicial proceedings
which have taken place respecting them, but also with reference
to the personality of the prisoners who were on their defence.
Such articles and pictures are not required to convey to the
public the information to which they are entitled, of what is
happening ; and while a moderate and thoughtful article can
form and direct a proper public feeling, *hese sensational arti-
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cles and pictures, on the other hand, only pander to the imagina
tion and to morbid feelings, but also incite to crime, and were
hurtful to the administration of criminal justice, as they tended
imperceptibly to influence the minds of persons who might be
called upon to act as jurors, and thus hindered the selection and
formation of impartial juries. Under the law as it stood, how-
ever, the publication of such articles and pictures could be
judicially suppressed, and if he drew attention to this matter it
was only so that he might at the same time express the hope’C
that the evil, if it could not be abated, might at least be sensibly
lessened by the influence of an awakened sane public opinion.”
His honor further said :

*“ There is another thing in this connection which is much to
be deplored—it is the fact that reporters are allowed to inter-
view prisoners for the purpose of publishing articles describing
their appearance and demeanor, and giving their sayings. The
publication of these articles is certainly productive of no good
and only gratifies the morbid curiosity of inconsiderate people.
Prisoners have rights like other people, and for a reporter,
without their invitation or consent, to intrude upon them and to
interview them is an encroachment on their privacy to which
they should not be subjected. In fact, none other than the near
relations and intimate friends; those havingurgent business, and
the counsel of prisoners awaiting trial or under sentence in
capital cases, should have access to them.

“But this is a matter which can be regulated by the rules
aud regulations of the prison inspectors or by an order from the
Provincial Attorney-General to the shenffs, and I believe that it
will be sufficient to draw their attention to it.”
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THE MANY-SIDEDNESS OF ADVERTISEMENTS.

LTHOUGH the primary object in reading advertisements
A is to find out what is offering in one special line—and
even from that point of view there is usually a vast amount of
information placed before us—it has other advantages. The
illustrated descriptive ads. in magazines and big weeklies are a
study in themselves ; original, artistic and coaxing to a degree

&they can only be appreciated by those who take the trouble to
really read—not merely skim., A thoughtful perusal of Old
Country papers will afford a surprising insight into the condi-
tions of life amongst the people represented. At a glance we
have a good idea of their industries, their charities, their
religious and educational facilities, with a sidelight thrown upon
the question of supply and demand in the labor market. The
miscellaneous ads. and what, on the other side of the water,
they call the *agony” column, present a varied panorama of
life’s peculiar and painiul features.

It would be easy to multiply instances of the value of ad.
reading as a medium of extending information on almost any
subject—music, the drama, literature, travelling, and so on—
but anyone-can judge for himself.  Take the pages of such
as The Montreal Star or Toronto Telegram, and see how much
they contain that is worth knowing, Local conditions of trade
may be guessed at from the tempting ads. inserted by rival
merchants, the character of amusements preferred, the business
inducements offered, the implied straits of those by whom no
reasonable offer, the confession of previous overcharge con-
tained in offers to sell at soc., what had been selling for $1,
the pathetic ads. of those seeking any work at practically any
price, all bave their lessons for the student of human nature.
In the opinion of the writer, advertisements briefly summarized
as ‘‘what we want” and ‘ what we can get ¥ contain more prac-
tical lore to the square inch than any other form of secular
literature.

DEATH OF A. M. BURGESS.

Mr. A. M. Burgess, Dominion Lands Commissioner, died
at his residence in Ottawa last month. He had been suffering
from an injured knee and strained chest, but was recovering,
when paralysis attacked him. Mr. Burgess was born at Strath-
spey, Inverness-shire, Scotland, on October 21, 1850. Mr.
Burgess came to Canada and entered journalism at once. He
represented The Globe in the House of Commons press gallery
from 1872 to 1874, when he became the editor of The Ottawa
Times. In 1876 he accepted the appointment of private secre-
tary to Hon. David Mills, then Minister of the Interior. In
1882 he was appointed secretary of the Department, and in
1883 he was promoted to be deputy head. In 1897 he was
transferred to the position of Dominion Lands Commissioner
in the same Department.

MR. OLIVER, M.P.'S PAPER.

The proprietorship of The Edmonton Bulletin is being trans-
ferred from Frank Oliver, M.P,, to The Bulletin Compauy,
Limited, which company is applying for incorporation under the
Companies’ Ordinance of the Territories. Messts. F. Oliver,
M.P., J. A. McDougall, W. J. Walker, M. McCauley and ]J.
Ross are mentioned as provisional directors. The company is
capitalized for $5,000.
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SUCCESSFULLY WORKING THE
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The Effect of the Finest
Lithograph Reproduced
In only Three Printings.
Any Printer of Ability
Can Handle the Plates.

Write us for Samples.

PARAGRAPHS OF THE PRESS.

HE directors of the Templar Publishing Co. have accepted
Editor Wrigley’s resignation, and appointed W. W,
Buchanan editor pro tem.  Mr. Wrigley was paid two months’
salary. The trouble is the outcome of the annual meeting of
the sharcholders, when fault was found with the editorial policy
of the paper during the last campaign, it being thought that the
opposition to the Government was lukewarm.  Mr. Wrigley has
returned to Toronto.

J. A. Osborne, a supporter of Mr. Conmee, has purchased
the Rainy Lake Herald.

Robt. ). Harmer, foreman of The Sarnia Post, was married
the other day to Miss Alida Duncan, daughter of Wm. Duncan,
Sarnia.

S. T. Scott has relinquished the proprictorship of The
Qu'Appelle Progress.  A. Mackie, late of Binscarth, is the new
cditor.

An addition to the periodical literature of British Columbia
is a new Victoria weekly—The Nation—whose destinies are in
the hands of Mr. . M. Cailey.

Munroe & Cassidey, Toronto, announce that the bookbind.
ing business they have been carrying on will be conducted
henceforth under the firm name of Wilson, Munroe & Cassidey.

MR. STEPHKENSON WINS MIS CASE.

At the assizes in Chatham, Ont,, March 21, the libel case of
Wi m Douglas, Q.C, Crown antomey and city solicitor,
again . The Chatham Planet, was tried.  Mr. Douglas alleged
that the paper had found fault with his services as city solicitor,

and thereby belittled his professional standing. The paper had
asserted that, as city solicitor, he should have advised the city
council that a natural gas agreement, which had been submitted,
was not in the interests of the city ; also that as Crown attorney
he should not have prosecuted a street inspector for removing
surveyors’ monuments when the specifications for sewers had
passed through his own office as aity solicitor. ~ G. F. Shepley,
Q.C., of Toronto, appeared for Mr. Douglas, and John King,
Q.C., of Toronto, for The Planet. Mr. King made a splendid
address, showing that there was no malice, and that the criti-
cism was a fair comment in the public interest. Mr. Shepley
took the opposite view. The judge charged against defendant.
The jury brought in a verdict for The Planet after being out
nearly an hour. Judgment for the defendant with full costs.

PRESS ASSOCIATION NONORS.

Mr. R. Holmes, editor of The Clinton New Era, is the new
president of the Canadian Press Association. Mr. Holmes
represents the highest class of country wecklies, and 1s person-
ally all that could be desired in a president of an association,
he having had exccutive experience 1 the Mayor’s chair of his
town, to which he was clected by acclamation. His successor
will be Mr. W. S. Dingman, “our estcemed cotem,” and he in
turn will be succeeded by Mr. Willison, of The Globe, if the
order of promotion recognized 1n recent years is maintained. In
this way the country wceekly, the small daily and the metro-
politan daily will, in turn, be representedin the presidency. The
association is progressing and is doing good work for the press.

-—Stratford Beacon.
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Seneca’s Formula.

It was Seneca who pointed out eighteen hundred years ago that wisdom consists not
in seeing what is before your eyes, but in forecasting the things which are to come.

The formula for wisdom has not since been changed. It is still the same. It is the
printer who looks ahead to-day who is the wise man. He is the printer who realizes
these three things:

First.—That no one sends you work for a new press until you own the press.
The public is not helping you to buy new machinery. They will patronize you according
to your facilities. Their patronage is sometimes less than your facilities, but never more.

Seconn.—The wise man does not buy the press he needs to day; but rather the
press he will need a year or two hence. Have something that you are constantly
reaching up to.

THirD.—Remember that in buying the Cottrell Press you have the judgment of
thousands of successful printers behind you. Reputation can only be bought by time and
worth. Especially there must be the element of time. The Cottrell bears the same
relation to other presses that rare old wine bears to chemically aged wine. A reputation
prematurely forced is worse than none.

C. B. Cottrell & Sons Co.

Sole Agents for Canada KK

TORONTO TYPE FOUNDRY CO. timited - TORONTO.
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THE NEW CASE,

ONE THAT BIDS FAIR TO BERCOME UNIVERSALLY

SOME OF I'TS ESSENTIAL FEATURES.

ADOPTED »—

T IS an extravangance for printers not to put in up-to.date
appliances. Getting along with material simply because it is
on hand in place of something that would pay so much better,
especially when time counts so much nowadays in an office, is
false economy. Take, for instance, the cases 1n common usc

CLAPPS 'SUCCESSCASEA.

EEEL

to-day. For a long time printers have been aware that they are
not what they might be. No material improvement has been
made in them since the days of Gutenburg. A moment’s
glance will convince any printer of this. It is wrong in its lay.
‘The location of the lower case e box, for instance, is one that
will readily show this. It is the one letter most used. And
while it is near the centre of the case, it is still four inches
farther from the compositor than is actually necessary, thus com-
pelling him to reach twice the distance to accomplish the desired
result.  Then again, there is no reason why the quads and
spaces should be in different parts of the case. As they are
used together, and oftener than many of the characters, it would
be more natural that they should be ncar cach other, and as
convenient to the stick hand as possible. In fact, all the
characters most used should be nearest the compositor, as in all
other trades the tools most employed are nearest the workman.

Of late years more or less study has been given to the
printers’ case, and in one or two instances slight improvements
have been made, but not until recently has the desired result
been accomplished.

\Vith this 1ssuc of THE PRINTER aND PUBLISHER, we present
10 our readers a new case, quite different from anything yet
produced, and one that covers all the points mentioned above,
buaides many others.

It is known as the Clapp *Success ” case, and is made by
the well-known printers’ supply house of F. Wesel Manufacturing
Co., of New York, one of the largest mianufacturers of printers’
materials in the country.  As wiil be seen by the illustration,
the lower case ¢ box is brought down nearer the compositor,
thus saving a distance for the hand to travel of some four
inches, while all the spaces and quads are grouped together ;
characters most used are nearcst the stick hand. It will also be
noticed that the lay of the cap casc1s the same as that of the
lower, and why not? Was there cver any reason for more than
onc lay of a casc in an office?  With the caps and lower case
in onc casc that long reach 1s avoided.  With the Clapp
“Success” case the upper case is done away entirely, as the
small caps, like italics, being used about as often, are kept
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separate.  This is a big saving of space. T'o make it more con-
venient for a printer to learn this new case each box is stamped
with its respective character on the upper slat.  For this case
it is claimed that 20 per cent, and upward can be saved in com-
position and 5o per cent. in room. Pnntersthat have adopted
it readily find this to bt a fact.  The firm report large sale
already, and no doubt it will comeinto general use.  If you are
interested 1 putting in new and modern ideas write them.

THE «SUCCESS " WIRE STITCHER.

HE one thing needful in the smaller printing offices in the

way of a wire stitching machine i1s a machine that, while

feeding direct from a spool and making its own staples, will
come within the reach of all.

Such a machine, we believe, is found in the ** Success * wire
stitcher, herewith illustrated, and for sale by the F. Wesel Mfg.
Co., of New York City. This machine will stitch from two
sheets up to threessixteenths of an inch, both saddle and flat
work, making its own staples and doing the work as rapidly
and as well as a machine costing much more.

The price of this machine, for hand power, is $36, and with
foot attachment, $38. Forty cents worth of wire will make
15,000 staples. Comparing this with other machines of the
same price. when staples are used, the ** Success ” will soon pay
for itself in what it saves in staples alone, to say nothing of the
convenience. It is a machine that this well-.known firm guar-
antee, and, with their endorsement back of it, we can fully

recommend it to our friends. It is extremely simpl~ and casily
worked, doing its work as rapidly as the most expensive one, and
just as well. It really fills a long-felt want.

The Copeland-Chatterson Company, Limited, of Toronto,
printers of manifolding office stationery, are putting in two
cylinder presses supplied by Toronto Type Foundry.

The representatives of PRINTER AND PURLISHER being con-
stantly in touch with YPrinters, Lithographers, Engravers, Publishers
and othier concerna using Type, I'resscs and Machinery of all kinds, In
all parts of Canada, sometimen hicar of bargains In new and nocond-
hand plant. Any reader who wishes to buy anything, at any time
should send a postat cand to thio Montreal or Toronto offices, when wo
may bho ablo to glve him a tip where tho exactarticle ho wants to buy
may bo had.

%
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BRIEF NEWS OF THE MONTH.

HE Windsor Record now uses an Olin gas engine for
driving its presses. Toronto T'ype Foundry 1s agent for
these excellent engines.

Kentville, N.S., has a new paper called The Trader, pub-
lished by E. B. Newcombe,

Oscar Eby, Hespeler Herald, has added a couple of Gordon
ptesses, bought from ‘Toronto Type Foundry.

Fairbanks & Porter, Oshawa Vindicator, have impraved
their office by the purchase of a new style, large size Gordon
press frcn Toronto Type Foundry.

L. M. Kaiser, Roseville, Out., has put in 2 printing plant at
that village, bought from Toronto T'ype Foundry.

Smith Bros., of Vernon, B.C,, have put in a complete job
plant from the Toronto Type Foundry, Vancouver branch.

V. L. Francis, Woodstock Times, has added a fine job
cylinder to his plant, purchased from Toronto Type Foundry.

The Mortimer Co., Limited, Ottawa, have added two high-
class lithograph presses and a two-revolution Cottrell to their
already extensive equipment. All were purchased from Toronto
Type Foundry.

The Voice Publishing Co., of Winnipeg, have put in a
Thorne typesetting machine from the Toronto Type Foundry,
Winnipeg branch.

The Province Publishing Co., of Vancouver, B.C., have put
in a complete plant for publishing a daily at Vancouver, B.C.,
from the Toronto Type Foundry, Vancouver Branch.

The Sherbrooke Daily Record has got in its new cylinder
press, with attached folders, and now turns out its daily cdition
at a speed of 3,000 an hour. The whole plant, including type,
press and folders, was supplied by Toronto Type Foundry.

R. Appleford & Sons have bought The Blenheim World
and changed its name to The Tribune. They have put the
office on a first-class footing, having added a cylinder press and
a paper cutter to their plant, bought from Toronto Type
Foundry.

C. E. Knowles, of Galt, has equipped a thoroughly up-to-
date printing office in that go-ahead town.  His type is all on
the point system and his plant comprises first-class cylinder and
job presses and a “Hercules” gas cengine.  The whole
establishment was fitted out by Toronto Type Foundry.

The Miln-Bingham Co., Toronto, have added to their
establishment another Gally Universal press. This firm caters
for the highest grades of work and therefore use the best
machinery. The Gally Universal is easily the best platen press
in the world. Toronto Type Foundry is exclusive Cavadian
agency for these machines.

The Winnipeg Free Press is putting in 2 Cox Duplex, 10
print, fold, trim and paste their papers from the roll.  The Cox
Duplex is the only successful flat bed perfecting press in the
market for fast newspaper wotk.  Toronto Type Foundry Co.,
Limited, are agents {r the Cox Duplex, and are putting in the
machine for The Free Press.

LaMinerve,Montreal’s old established French morning paper,
which suspended publication a short time ago, is to be revived.
The Hon. G. A. Nantel, M.L.A,, for Terrcbonne, has formed a
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company to publish it as a strong Conservative organ, support-
ing Sir Adolphe Chapleau, and the first issue will appear in the
course of a few weeks.  Mr. Nantel will be editor-in-chief, and
the paper will probably be issued, for a time anyway, from Le
Monde office.  Mr. Royal, ex-editor of la Minerve, and the
Hon. Mr. Beaubien, M.L.A,, will, it is said, start another
Irench daily in Montreal representing the views of the French
Conservatives who are opposed to the Chapleau faction.

La Presse, of Montreal, the French evening paper that
claims to have the largest circulation in Canada, is going to
“put up a handsome nine-storey building.  Plans have been pre-
pared and work will be commenced very shortly,  The offices
will be ready for occupation in about a month.

W. 1. Keyes, Ayr, is one of the most enterprising country
printers in Canada and does work that holds its own with the
best city offices. His equipment is alt on the point system,
bought from Toronto Type Foundry, and he has recently added
a Gally Universal press supplied by the same concern.  Mr.
Keyes’ establishment is well in front.

The Metropolitan Printing Co., Lombard street, ‘T'oronto,
had their office destroyed by fire on the 171h of last month.
They had a point system outfit which cost over $3,000, upon
which was insurance for $2,200. Their first equipment was
bought from ‘Toronto Type Foundry over ten years ago, and
they promptly restocked from the same house after the fire.

The Toronto Engraving Co. have put in a Reliance photo-
engravers’ proof press. These presses give clean sharp proofs,
and should be used in all first-class job offices. It is just as
important to the printer as it is to the engraver to give his
customer a first-class proof of the work to be supplicd. Artists
are noted for their high class work n proofs—printers for their
slovenliness. Toronto Type Foundry supplies these artists’ proof
presses.  While giving absolutely perfect proofs they do not
injure the type or plates as do ordinary proving presses and
methods, so that they are a good investment in all senses.

A GOOD PAPER DOING WELL.

A change has been effected in the management of the Bras
d'0Or Gazette Publishing Co., St. Peters, Cape Breton.  The sole
proprietors of The Gazette are D. Y. Stewart, J. A. Gillies, M.P.,
and A D. Gunn, L.L.B., Mr. Stewart acing as business manager
and Mr. Gunn as editor.  The firm have recently received from
J. C. Parkhurst, St. John, N.B., 2 new outfit of type, and are
making further improvements in their paper.  The effect of
these improvements are manifested in the appearance of the
paper, which is now well worthy of a high place in the rank of
country weeklies in the maritime provinces.

THE ENVELOPE TRADE.

The extra size of No. 7 and No. 8 envelopes made by the
Morgan Envelope Co.and sold by Buntin, Gillies & Co., Hamil-
ton, are no doubt responsible toa great extent for the constantly
increasing sale of these goods. The No. 7 is large enough to
enclosc the ordinary No. 7 and the No. 8 1s large cnough to
cnclose the ordinary No. S.  Apart from this feature, the goods
arc grand value, and the making and style is unsurpassed and
rarcly cqualled, even by much higher prniced lines. Samples
and quotations will be mailed from Hamilton to all applicants
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DEVOTED TO THE - INTERESTS OF CANADIAN PULP AND PAPER MAKING.

MONTREAL AND TORONTO, MARCH, 18¢8.

AMERICAN PAPER AND PULP ASSOCIATION.

R HE proceedings of the twenty-first
annual gathering of the American
Paper and Pulp Association, recently
held at the Waldorf-Astoria, New
York, was full of interest to all
engaged in the manufacture of paper
and pulp. The address of the presi-
dent and the reports from the various
sections or divisions upon the pros-
pects and possibilities of the future
will be read with interest by Canadian manufacturers, who are
also keenly alive to the value of foreign trade. President Hugh
J. Chisholm, of the Otis Falls Pulp Co,, in his address, said :

“ Coming to the imports of pulp we find, contrasting 96
with ’g7, that they have been almost cut in two, even Canadian
imports showing a very marked decrease. Our imports of pulp,
however, are still considerably in excess of our exports, although
this is not likely long to continue.

“ Tt is interesting to compare our foreign business with that
of other countries, both to see what possibilities there are in the
way of unoccupied fields and to show how formidable some of
our competitors are. Thus, Great Britain, France and Ger-
many went outside of their borders in ’g6 for nearly $25,000,-
ooo worth of paper. Contrast that with our $2,500,000
exported that year. They bought ten times as much as we sold.

*Here are Russia and Italy, perhaps unknown to us as
markets, importing in ’95 more than our total exports. In the
matter of pulp, England alone imported in’96 $12,400,000
worth. Now, as indicating hidden fields of commerce, as yet
untilled by Americans, the exports of Great Britain, France and
Germany in 1896 amounted to $36,000,000 worth, Germany
alone exporting over $18,000,000 worth. Where did it go to ?
It should be the business of our exporters to find out.

* And, finally, consider Norway and Sweden, which exported
in ’96 the enormous quantity of nearly 500,000 tons of pulp,
pcrhaps $12,500,000 worth.  Let us consider what powetful
competitors they will become, when, instead of exporting this
pulp, they convert it into paper with modern paper machines,
as they are already beginning to do, and then place the paper on
the market by mcthods remarkably cheap and peculiarly their
own,

“In view of our growing aspirations to carry our product to
the remotest lands, it is reassuring to consider how nature has
fortunately adapted us to the task,  The two great factors in
paper making are, as you well know, abundant and cheap water-

power and wood. No nation in the world is so favored in the
matter of water-power. It is roughly estimaied by an eminent
authority that, excluding the half of Niagara Lalls, the undevel-
oped horse-power in the United States is 5,000,000,  Accord-
ing to the census of 1890 one million and a quarter horse-power
was represented by the water-wheels in use, so that we had four
times as much remaining as we had already developed.

“No less conspicuous is our position among the nations of
the carth when we consider our timber resources. It may not,
perhaps, be generally known that this continent is the forest
continent of the globe, and the United States is in the zone
both of greatest abundance and greatest variety of trees. Those
peculiar kinds adapted to paper making, fortunately, exist in
large quantities, but not so great but that we must put restraint
on our prodigal treatment of them. Those among us who have
weighed the matter carefully arc well aware that if we, as a
nation, are to take and permanently hold the foremost place in
paper making, we must begin at once to husband our resources.
Fortunately, the science of forestry, until recently but little
known, and heeded less, is ready to point out the way, and we
shall learn from three of the best authorities of the country not
only why we should, but how we may put in practice the prin-
ciples of forestry. I hope that every one will go away resolved
directly and indirectly to do what he can to secur. a rational
use of this mainstay of our business.”

OUR PAPER WANTED IN BRITAIN.

MAJOR J. B. MACLEAN has received the following letter
from a British firm of papermerchants, wholesale station-
ers, printers, account book and paper bag manufacturers.

“I am an importer of lorcign papers, but would very much
rather deal with our own kith and kin, if possible. I do not
know what the Canadian paper makers can turn out in the way
of caps, natures, thick browns, etc.,, but the sccretary of the
Chamber of Commerce, bas given me your name as a gentle-
man who is anxious to foster the trade between Canada and the
01d Country, and who probably would put me in communi-
cation with paper makers of Canada, and get them to send me
samples of their makes, with quotations. If you would do so 1
should esteem it a very great faver, and at the same time it may
be the means of opening up a new trade with Canada, which to
me, wonld be far more preferable than doing business with the
continental mills.”

Any Canadian makers desiring to open ncgotiations may
have the firm's name on application to Major MacLean, care of
THE PRINTER AND Puntisnek.
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NOTES OF THE TRADE.

HE imports of Canadian wood pulp into Britan during

February were as follows: At London, 679 bundles from
St. John ; at Liverpool, 5,530 bundles from St. John ; at Man-
chester, 3,152 bundles irom Halifax.

The new machine in the Canada Paper Co.’s St. Francis
mill is now in operation.

The Canada Paper Co. have 1,200 cords of pulp wood dis-
tributed along the \WVindsor river ready for the drive.

Paper bag manufacturers have arrived at a better under-
standing between each other and are Jooking for a stiffening of
discounts in consequence.

The traffic returns of the Manchester ship canal show an
increase of wood pulp, paper and paper making materials from
95,478 tons in 1896 to 113,400 tons in 1897.

Negotiations are being carried on by a syndicate of Dor-
chester, N.B., capitalists for 40,000 acres of well-timbered land
upon which there are mill and other buildings at Baie Verte.

Among the visitors to London, Eng,, during the past month,
were Mr. Clergue, of the Sault Ste. Marie Pulp and Paper Co.,
and Mr. John Stuart, of the Maritime Sulphite Fibre Co.,
Chatham, N.B.

The imports of wood pulp into Great Britain from Canadian
ports during January were as follows: Port of London, 7,336
bundles from Halifax ; Liverpool, 8,28t bundles from St. John ;
Manchester, 11,805 bundles from Halifax,

The directors of the International Paper Co., the big trust
in news, have authorized the placing of a mortgage of $10,000,-
ooo on the entire property of the company as security for an
equal amount of 6 per cent. bonds payable in gold.

The new mill at Chicoutimi, which is turning out 40 tons of
pulp daily, has commenced shipping to the PBritish market.
The first carload was shipped to Manchester, via New York,
carly this month, and regular shipments will be made in future.

Anew paper company in England is the Wansborough Paper
Co., Limited, which has acquired the Cheddar mills. The
share capital of the new company is £100,000 and 455,000
first mortgage debenturesat 434 percent. The capacity of the
mills is 15,000 tons annually.

The Lumbermen’s Association of Ontario, after eight years
of inactivity, has been revived and reorganized. Mr. A. H.
Campbell, president of the Muskoka Mill and Lumber Co,, is
president. The association will met on Ap-il 7 at the Board of
Trade, Toronto, to revise the constitution. The members are
in favor of an 1import duty on lumbcr, but are opposed to the
regulations prohibiting the export of logs made by the Provincial
Legislature at the last session,

The report of dividends paid by British paper-making firms
and companics indicate that, notwithstanding the keen com-
petition from American paper, there still remains a fair margin
of profit. A recent issue of Wood Pulp contained the notice of
meetings of a number of concerns at which the statements
presented showed profits warranting dividends as follows:
Colter Mills Paper Co., Limited, 124 per cent.; Hartlepools
Pulp and Paper Co., Limited, 1o per cent ; C. Townsend, Hook
& Co., Limted, 714 per cent.

The Egg Shippers Straw Board and Faller Co. was organized
two years ago, owing to the dissatisfaction with the prices of the
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straw board trust by the produce dealers of Towa. A capitaliza-
tion of $50,000 was made and the factory located at Tama City.
Since then the members of the association have been supplied
at cost, and the shareholders have received ro per cent. dividend,
After 18 months’ operation there remains a surplus of 33 per
cent. of the capital stock. The profits are derived from the busi-
ness done on the side.

The sulphite pulp makers have been considerably exercised _ -
by the appearance on the British market of a consignment from ¥
a New England mill; which was offered at £8 2s. 6d. per ton
as against 49 5s. to ;49 10s. which the English consumer has
been paying. Wood Pulp (London, Eng.) announces that the
pulp in question was undoubtedly first-class, but had not been
packed, being merely bundled without wrapping, and conse-
quently in a very dirty condition, otherwise it could easily have
been sold at a better price. The United States manufacturers
protested that this was a piece of damaged pulp and not a fair
sample.

The Canada Paper Co. held their annual meeting on March
8, when a statement of the business transacted by the company
during the past year was submitted to the shareholders and
passed as satisfactory. After various matters had been dis-
cussed, the election of directors took place, resulting as follows:
Messrs. Andrew Allan, John MacFarlane, Hugh McLennan.
H. Montagu Allan, Hugh A. Allan, W. D. Gillear and Chas,
R. Hosmer. At asubseyuent meeting of the board of directors,
Mr. John McFarlane was elected president ; Mr. Andrew Allan,
vice-president; . D. Gillean, assistant managing-director, and
Mr. John G. Young, secretary-treasurer.

The International Paper Co. have comnienced active business
operations, and 1t is reported that one result of the formation of
the trust has been that all the large news mills which are in the
trust are now receiving from 20 to 3oc. per hundred pounds more
than when the mills were operated independently. The sales
agents have been impressed with the fact that every ton of paper
sold and shipped must net a good profit. In pursuance of the
policy of concentration and consolidation which has been
adopted, contiguous mills are being grouped and placed under
one management.  Mr. Morgan, who was general manager of
the Niagara Falls Paper Co., has been made manager of the
Niagara Falls paper mill, the Piercefield Falls paper mill, the
Herkimer Paper Co. and the Ontario Paper Co.

ANOTHER SCOTTISH-CANADIAN PULP COMPANY,

The Btitish Columbia Pulp and Paper mills, Limited, was
registered in Scotland in February with a capital of 450,000 in
41 shares (5,000 of which shall receive no dividend for five
years from date of registration until 5 per cent. has been paid
on the ordinary shares). Objects—To enter into an agreement
with Mrs. Josephine Munce or Carmichacl, wife of Herbert
Carmichael, chief assayer and analyst to the Provincial Govern-

ment of British Columbia, and residing at Victoria, B.C., and <

to carry on the business of manufacturers of paper, wood pulp,
wood meal, and similar products. Registered office, 48 West
Regent street, Glasgow. The signatories are: . S. Work-
man, shipowner, Glasgow ; George Smith, jr., shipowner, Glas-
gow; R. A. Workman, clerk, Glasgow; John Boyd, iron
founder, Glasgow; Robert D. Findlay, stockbroker, Glasgow ;
R. Clement Boyd, Glasgow ; R. C. Mackay, Glasgow.—1WVood
Pulp.
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co————— the rush comes.

Printing and Writing Papers are carried in stock
by us in large quantities, and the trade can rely
on getting their requirements on short notice—
either direct or through our branches and agencies.

e E——
I'he E. B. EDDY CO., Limited
e . ., Limite
Hull, Que.
61 Latour Street, Montreal. 38 Front St. West, Toronto.
_AGENTS |

F. H. Andrews & Son, Qucbec.
A. Powis, Hamilton.
J. A, Hendry, Kingston,
‘ - Schoficld Bros., St. john,
J. Peters & Co., Halifax,
Tees & Persse, Winnipeg.
James Mitchell, Victoria and Vancouver,
: John Cowan, St John's, N,
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NEW MILL AT THE CHAUDIERE,

NOTHER enterprise is to be started at the Chaudiere—a
mill for the manufacture of tissue paper. The mill will be
located in the old building heretofore utilized by the Ottawa
Investment Co. as a storehouse, directly on the opposite side of
Middle street from the Ottawa Electric Railway Co.’s power-
house. The Ottawa Investment Co. are putting in a large new
water-wheel from which they will supply power to it. The pro-
moters are two citizens of the United States, now in the employ
of the E. B. Eddy Co. They ave being backed by the Eddy
Co., and will put in all the latest machinery.  Only one paper
machine will be placed for the present.  The paper will eventu.
ally be manufactured from sawdust, but for -the present pulp-
wood will be used. The projectors expect to make a success
of their venture, and wi'. employ only Canadian labor when it
can be had.  About $6o,000c will be spent in fitting up the
mill. Men were started at the work recently and will rush the
job to completion.—Ottawa Free Press.

BRITISH MARKETS.

Loxpox, March g.—Mechanical pulp makers have been
greatly exercised lately, owing to the alleged endeavors of
certain speculators to corner the market, to cover the *bear”
sales. Norwegian makers have been frightened by their
inability to place their output freely at the high prices they
have hitherto demanded. ‘There does not appear, however, to
be any reason for a slump in prices. On the contrary, owing
to the exceedingly mild winter, there has been difficulty in
bringing forward supplies of wood, and prices for timber should
therefore be higher. Should the strained relations between the
United States and Spain result in a collision between the two
nations the supply of pulp from the States may fall off.

The mild winter has also affected sulpbhite, as the supplies
were shipped from the Baltic as late as January. The indica-
tions now are that the opening of navigation will be later than
usua), but the market is dull.

Prices for soda pulp are firm, the bulk of the year’s supply
having been disposed of, and there is but little *spot * offering,

CURRENT NET PRICES, C.L¥,

4os £Loso d

Sulphate and soda, bleached, pcrxon 10 0 0 0 12 10 ©
. unblnchul first 8350 " 8 100

o second 8300 " 8 350
Snlplmc beached, 1110 0 135 0 ©
unblnchcd first ' 8 76 11 o o

second  ** 8 o o 8 5 0

Pmc. dry, in sheets ‘ 4 76 5 oo
* 5o per cent. aur dry 2 26 2 35 0

* extra finc 2706 2 10 O
Brown, dry 47 6 4 12 6
*  gopercent, airdry e eiirereeens 2 50 2 76
Aspen, dry e 6 5 0 7 oo

U. S. MARKETS.

NEw YORK, March 15.—A considerable increase in the
volume of trade in paper with advancing prices, especially in
low grades. The outlook is brighter than for many months.

Chemical Fibre—The market is not as active.  Foreign sul-
phite, bleached, No. 1, quoted at 3.25 to 3.30c.; No. 2 at 2.70
to 2.8oc. Foreign soda, bleached, 2.70 to 2.80c.; unbleached,
No. 1, 2.15¢.; No. 2,2.10¢. Domestic sulphite, unbleached, is
quoted at 1.60 ta 2¢. Domestic soda, bleached, 124 to zc.

Ground Wood—The demand for ground wood pulp is fairly
strong. Quotations, $13 to $15 at the mill.

Chemicals—Market quict, prices steady. Bleaching powder
at 1.87%c.; caustic soda at 1.87%4c., and alkali at 75 to Soc.

! HEAD OFFICE: TORONTO.

T
}

~ €very Prudent Man

Feels it to be a duty to provide for his
wife and family. The Unconditional
Accumulative Policies issued by the

Confederation
Life Y Y

Association provide instant and certain
protection from date of issue. Rates
and full information sent on application
to the Head Office, Toronto, or to any
of the Association’s Agents.

Hon. Sir W. P. Howland, C.B.,, K.CM.G.

President.

W. C. Macdonalid J. K. MACDONALD

Actuary. . ‘/ Managing Director.

.‘yr

A

PULP WOOD
LIMITS
FOR SALE

Very extensive pulp wood limits in
New Brunswick forsale. « « « o »

They lie on each side of a river with
unlimited water power. Shipments can
be made by rail or ocean vessel.

The cost of cutting and delivering at
the water’s edge or on board cars is pro-
bably less than anywhere else in Canada.

The property is well worthy investi-
gation by large operators. Further parti-
culars on application. Address inquiries,

care of Editor, ,
. 0000004 L
Canadian Paper and Pulp News
Board of Trade, e o« + MONTREAL.
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Rebuilt

FOR SALE

Machinery

All the machinery enumerated below is guaranteed in good worklngnord:or.
Write for terms and our illustratsd booklet of rebuilt printing and bookbinding machinery.

Drum Cylinders.

Babcock, ¢« Standard’' Two Rolter
Bed 13x 58 ;.:\ir'sprin?s‘; tapeless delivery ;
R. &'C. distribution.  Price $t.000.
Campbell Country
Bed 31 x 463 with fine distribution.  As good
asnew.  $yon.
Campbell Country
Bed 32 x 4912 ; wire spring« ; splendid condi-
tion.” Price $300.
Cottrell & Babcock
25 x 353 two rollers : tape delivery. $sgo.
Cottrell
Bed 18 x 22; _R. aud C, diaribution, First
class press.  Price $800.
Cottrell
Bed 24 x 355 R, & C. distnbution. $600,
Cottreil
fRed 21 x 27 table dictribution ; tapeless deli.
very; good as new, $60 .
Hoe Pony
Bed 17 x 213{ : table dictribution; tapeless
delivery | box frame. @
Hoc
Bed 31 x 43 prints 8 column folio. $6s0.
Hoe
12 X 47 3 tape delivery ; rack and cam distri-
bution.’ Pnp<:ee$6so. y
One Cranston Dcum Pony
Bed 21 x 28; 1apeless delivery; splendid order.
$700.
Pocter
29 x 42 ; four 1ollers ; tapeless delivery. $1,000
Porter
BRed J,: x §33 rack and cam dicribution §

tape delivery.  Price $750.

Poiter o
Bed at x 45 tape delivery ; table distribution.
Price $700.

Porter, Extra Heavy "
*Fwo rollers ; bed 29 » 42} tape delivery § wil
print double royal sheet. In splendid condi.
tion, Price $8co.

Potter
Bed 3234 x 49% 4 l:re delivery
bution 3 two form rotlers.  $750.

Potter
Four roller; sire of bed 36% x sz2in,; table
and rack and com distribution § tapelecs de-
livery, good register.  Will print a 7-column
quarto. Good as new. Price $1,200.

Scott Job and News
‘Two rollers ; Lied 33 x §15 rack and camand
table distribution’§ tapeless  delivery s air
springs.  Good order. Price S1,200.
Taylor

Will print s-column quarto sheet, table dis-
tribution, tape delivery. $sso

table diur.

Two Revolution Cylinders.

Coterell
Hed 26 x 37 ; takec double demy ; four rollers;
only two yeans' old and good a< new.  $1.600.
Campbell Osclilator
Two roller; bed 33 x 48: prints 6-column
quarto. Good condition  Price $600.
Camppell

Bedogr x §6. Table distribution. Two form
rollers. Price St.700.

Campbell
Bed 41 x $6; job and book; four vollers.
$1,900
Cottrell
Two roller; bed 42x 60 tapeless delivery;
air spring< 3 rack and cam distribution ; splen.
did condition. $t,900.
Campbell
Four roller; bed 37 x $3: tapelecs delivery ;
very good condition. Sf,soo. ’
Campbell
Two roller; hed 37 x 525 tapeless delivery 3
grimq-column quarto sheet ; very good order.
1, -

Lithographic Presses, Etc.

One Double Crown Mann Litho.
Cylinder Press
In very fair order.  $450.

One Double Crown Marononl Litho.
Cylinder Press
In good order ; 1apeless delivery. $750.

One Steam Copper Plate Press
Thic machine is new., $szs.

One Royle Router
Almost new ; style No. 2. $150.

One Royle Router, Radial Arm
Almost new. $200,

One Campbeil Litha. Cylinder Press

Wilt take stone 37 X 49 this press isin splen-
did order. Price upon application.

One Potter No. 3% Litho. Cylinder

Will take stone 30 X 443 £00d as new, lias not
had a year's work.  Price upon application,

One Potter Litho. Cylinder

Will take a stone 3t X 44 in good order ; war-
ranted to register. Price upon application.

Payne Whal'fdﬂes.
Bed 36 x 46 ; four roller; patent flyers. $tso
Dawson
Two-color press ; prints 28 x 43 paper ; excel.
lent machine for posters, bags, etc., in two
c.lors.  Price on application.

Dawson
Bed 37 x 46'%. Price $800.
Milier & Richard Quad Royal

Bed ss x 39 prints 8.column quarto; fine
press.  $t,0o0

Hand Presses and Paper
Cutters.

Washington Prcss. 7 column. $i7s.

Washington PresS. 6column. $i2s.

One 26-inch Beaver Paper Cuatter
Price $8¢

One 30-inch Sheridan Power Cut-

ter. Price $100

One 30-inch Sanborn Power Cutter
Price $200.

One 32-inch W.& B.
Price $Saso.

One 32-Inch Sanborn 87 Gem.
Price $3s.

Plow Cutters.

Power Cutter

Price $15 cach,

.

One 38-inch Furnlval Power Cutter,
Automatic Clamp, Price, $350.

One 33-inch Hughes & Kimber
Power Cutter.,

Very powerful machine, frice $200. .
Challenge Cutter, 16inch. $s.
Card Cutter, =z7:inch. S$as.

Job Presses.
0O!d Style Gordon, 7 x11. $15
0id Style Gordon, 10 x 158, $:i2s
OId Styie Gordon, 13 x 19, $200,
Ben Frankiin Gordon, 8 x 12,
Eclipse, 8 x 12. Price $75.
W. & B, New Style Gordon,
13 x 19, Price $273.
Peerless, with Steam Fixtures,
11 x 16. S50
Peerless, 14x22; with steam fistures. $275.
Liberty, 13 x 19, DPrice$iso
Model Jobber, 9 x 13, Price $8s,
Hoe Ticket and Numbering Press
Price 8180
Folding Machines.

One 8-column Quarto Brown Hand
Newspaper Folding Machine.
Splendid order. $400

One Dexter Magazine Folder

Folds double sixteens; good as new. DPrice
on application,

One Chambers Magazine Folder
Folds double sixteens.  Price on application.

Miscellaneous.
Seven Horse Power <« Rellance””
Electric Motor, Price $150.
73 Horse Power Otto Gas Engine.
In good condition. $300 .
10 Horse Power Otto Gas Engine
As good asnew. $400.
Eagle Card Cutter. Price $1c.
Sterling Perforator. Price $30.
Hand Embossing Press
Takes § x 7 inches. Price $so.
Moole Paging Machine
s wheel,  Price $7s.
Hickok Head Compressor.
Cilamp Pad Press, Price $s.
28<inch Shears, Price$3s.
30-inch Shears, Alliron.
I15-Inch Job Backer.
Two Scal Stampers
Hickok Power Book Sawing Machine

Price Stoo.
Thompson Power Wire Stitcher

34 inch. Price $75.
Kerr Water Motor,
Semple Book Trimmer,

Paper Jogger,

$t00,

$75-

$7s
Price $30.

No.3. $6s.
$oo
30x 44 $is.

TORONTO TYPE FOUNDRY CO., Limited
< TORONTO

MONTREAL-646 Craig St.

g, NNIPEG-: N
Branches--pinnipEacasd porschve.
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