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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The missing steamer Caing, from Hong
Kong, arrived at San Francisco on the 15th.
A defective piston was the cause of her de-
lay, being able to uie one wheel ouly.

The Prince and Princess of Wales have
arrived at St. Petersburg. A grand felc was
to be given at the American I z»‘ion in
honor ot the Duke of E linhurgh's trriage
on Monday the 19th.

The British steamship Wullace has been
destroyed by fire in the harbor of Almeora,
Spain. -

An extensive conflagration is reported
going on in the naval dockyards at Ports-
mouth, (15th inst) and is attended with
heavy loss.

Later by the fire in Portsmouth dockyards
tc-day, thousands of pounds worth of the
stores, which had accumulated for the Ash-
nutee expedition, were destroyed.

In the Tichborne case Dr. Keneally on
the 14th inst. concluded his closing speech
for the defence, Ile dem .nded a verdict
for Claimant declaring that the preponder-
ance of evidenca in his favour was overswhel
ming. He maintained that the charges
against Lady Radcliffe had been proved to
be true.

The Pope will hold another Consistory
early next month, when he will appoint
several additional Cardinals and seventeen
foreign Bishops.

Late advices from Rio roport that the ter-
miation of the war has oflicially been de-
clared.  General Jordan, the leader of the
rebellion has been totilly defeated and was
«a fugitive. His adberents had given in their
submission 1o the Government.

Henry Belknap,a passenger on the steamer
Ville du Havre writes to the Tines that the
French Transatlantic Steamship Company,
relying on the exculpation of their oflicers
by the disaster, and the sufferers propose to
seek redress in the New York Courts.

{he Insurgents of Barceloun have sur-
rendered, and the authority of the Spanish
Government is now fully restored in the
city.

Carthagena has surrendered, and is now
occupied by the Government troops under
General Dominiquez  The troops on enter
ing the city shot cight insurgeats who were
lrying to escape. The occupation of the
city was otherwise Dbloodless, Five hun-
dred refugees, among them DBuarcea, a pro
minent Jeader, wore taken prizoneis on

board the captured steamer Saez. The
Commander of the Fort, Galerrs, and

Gutierrez President of the insurgent Junta,
were on board the Numanica. A Spaunish
frigato has arrived at DMersel Keber and
demanded the surrender of the Numanica.
The French authorities refused to dcliver
her until they had orders from Paris. The
vessel is comparalively undamaged. The
condition of the forts around Cait ua
confirms the suspicions of treachery, and
provisions ware found to be fairly plentiful
in the town.

The Insurgent chiefs, Contro.s, Ferrez

and Galvez, have beensent to the capital of
Algeria.

The Goqernment {orces on occupying
Cartagena found the fortification and build.
badly damaged by the bombardment. One

of the Insurgent steamers which attempted
to escape has been captured wilth a large
number of refugeces on board. The Menduz
with a party of Insurgents in succeed reach’
inga port of France into which she was
pursued by a French man-of-war. Members
of the Junta surrendered and the iron clad
Numancia struck her colors to the French
authorities.

On the arrival of the Spanish ironclad
Numanecia, the military Governor sent 1,200
men to guard the coast and prevent any
fugitive from landing. A body of the sailors

under the Captain of the port, boarded the
Numancia and remcved part of the machin-
ery to prevent her departure. Orders
werao received from the French Government
to disarm all Intransigent vessels arriving,
and confine the crews in the harbor forts.
T'he rebel leaders and officers of the Numan-
cia refused to surrender themselves to the
French authorities unless allowed their
swords. Three companies of soldiers wero
sent on boird to guard the crew,

Manual Pastor. who fived at King Vietor
Emmanuel in 1872, has escaped from
prison.

The Times correspondent at Cartagena
reports that a tumult of the people who
wera convinced of the treachery of the
leaders precipitated the surrender. 1t is
understood that the French Governmeont
will deliver to Spain under the Extradition
Treaty those of the Cartagena rcfugees now
in Algevia, who are accused of piracy and
othier civil crimes.

Spanish accounts stato that Colonel
Espanda wilh 6504men has had zn engage-
ment with tho Insurgents near Melons. The

fighting lasted six or seven hours, and at
the close Colonel Espanda retreated before
superior numbers. Tne loss was four officers
and sixteen privates killed, and fourteen
officers and filty privates wounded. Owing
to the length of the combat, the Inzurgent
loss could not be ascertained.

The ironclad Numancia has been delivered
over to-a 3panish frigate.

At a meeting of the deputies constituting
a majority in e iate Co *23, : vote of con.
fidence in Sen:-c Castei - - . adopted, and
he was requested to preparc mat.ifestcs to
Lthe nation. .

On the 8th inst the remains of the late
Emperor Napoleon III., were transferred to
the sarcophagus presented to Engene by
Queen Victoria. A number of leading Bona-
partists attended the ceremony, but Prince
Napoleon was absent.

Despatches from Cape Coast Castle re
port that General {Sir Garnet Wolseley
ard staff, with two hundred blue Jackets
started for the River Prah, on the 27th ult,
His scouts had penetrated several miles
beyond the River encountering the enemy.

Special advices to the Standard from Cape
Coast Castle report that the King of Dahomey
has sent heavy reinforcements to Ashantee.

President MacMahon, on the 13th, per -
formed the ceremony of delivering the hats
to the newly appointed French Cardinals.
In his speech on the occasion he thanked
the Pope for conferring these honors on
citizens of France and added: ‘The !loly
Father knows our filial attachnient and our
admiration at the manner in which he sup-
ports his trials. His sympathies were with
us in our misfortune, and ours are with him.”’

The Captain General has issued an ovder
to the Republican Volunteers of Madrid,
directing them to surrender their arms to-
day. All who disobey will be tried by Court
Martial. The authorities will search the city
for concaaled arms’to-morrow,

Despatches from Madrid report that Serra-
no will not convoke the Cortes for twelve
months. Ile will bend ail his energies to the
suppression of the insurrecticn und the tran-
quilization of the country, and not until
those tasks are accomplished will hesummon
the Cortes. General Moriones has command
of the operations against the Carlists on the
River Ebro,

The detectives have informed the London
agent of the Associate. ess that [lenry
W. Genet, the “-zitive v justice from
New York, vioo & caidn ¥ . Ireland. on
the 6th, and say he was noi urrested beecauso
his offence did not come under the extradi
tion treaty.
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IOW BAZAINE RECEIVED T{E NEW™
OF IS CONDEMNATION

When thoe Court vetived the Marshid with-
drew to his apartments, whither be was ac-
companiod by his wife, his brother, lis two
nephows, and their wives, Capts. Gredin
and Mornay Soult, M. Bouillet Madam Asse
lin, aud a few other attached fiiends, Dur-
ing tho four hours whilst the Courl was in
deliberation the Marshal talked freely,
familiarly, almost g ly,ns though his life wns

no longer at stake. Inashort time his wife
unaole to prolong the distressing inter-
view, retired, nnd, accompanied by M. Lch
aud's daughter, went to the chipel to pery,
Col, Villetto—that petfect personthicition
of devotion—Lad remaiedin the g Hery ean.
necting tl e Trianon with the Triinon eus-
bois, in order to obitiin the earlist intelti
gonce.

Ac half past eight M. Goorges Lachind,
who il jast heard tho rentence, ¢ m~» to
him there and nccompanied him 10 the
Marshal, in order to prepare the litter for
the visit of General Pourcet, ** Well ' asked
Colonel Villetta cargerly, ‘13 henequitted 2"
M, Georges Lachaud, without replsing ver-
bally, mude s gesture of despair,and then as
cended the staircase leading to the apirt-
ments of the Murshalfiiill v+ 1% ' Colonel
who staggered liko a diunhe . 1 . At the
sound of the oponing door the Marsh.l, who
was engiged in conversation with those
about bim. advnced towurd the young
advocate, aml, observing his d-gpondent
countenance,it onc. understoo:d whit wasthe
nature of his communicatinn.  * They have
condemmned mo todeath,” ho sidd quietly,
and graspine the hand of M, Georges Liach
aud.  Understanding his significint sience
the Marshal asked him, * By what major
ity 2”7 «“‘Unauimous,” was theveply. ¢ Ah1”
was the sole exclamation of the Marshal,and
then ho resumed us if nothing had occurred
to interrupt tho conversation he Lad been
carrying on. Every one was in tears; the
condomned Marshal alone preserved a cilin
aspect. .

At the moment Colonel Villette entered
the room. He had advanced townrds him
whom he had so dovotedly served during the
last eighteen months, butas he was about
to grasp the offered hwnd his strength pave
way and ho fell heavily to the giound. While
those present hastened to the unfortunate
officer's assistance tha Marsbal, toconceal
his emotion, passed into ‘the next room,
where M. Lachaud was reposing after his
labors. Ho met him, however.on the thresh.
old, and the Marshal, ina caln and almost
cheerful tone, himself communicated the
fatal news. In the midst of this hoartrend.
ing scene the Commandant Guioth, aid-de-
camp to the Duc d'Aumale, mrrived. It is
noedless to say that his presence caused a
painful sensation. M. Guioth, who evinced
great emotion, handed to 3. Lachiud a let-
ter from the President of the Counci of
War, re(luesting his 1mmediito presence in
court. M. Lachwud followed the sid-do-
camp., He found the Judzcs nssembled;
and the Duec d’Avmiale, with all the con
sideration due 1o tho man who had tised
such powerful but fruitless eloquenco, read
to him an appeal for mercy signed by all the
mombers of the court. Ilc whled that he
was about 1o visit tho Mumister of War and
the President of the Republic personally to
support the recommendation of the Court.

The distinguished advocate simply replied
thet be would communicate the fact to the
Mnpahal, and withdrew,—Paris Gaulois. ‘

FLOGGING AS A PUNISHMENT.

It is now somo years sinco the punishment
of flogging was abolished in our navy; and
even in tho marchant service we belwevo it
is no longer permitted. Deolaware sull
keeps up her time-honored custom of whip -
gin g thoso convicted of certnin specinl crimes,

ut that punishmoent has boen expunged
from the stntato books of nearly all of the
States. Thestronyg feeling 1t ane time pre-
valent against the infliction of corporal

umshment was stimulated by the many
instances in whiclhi innocent persons werc
known to havo sulfored, and nlso by the
brutality with which it had baen often ad.
mini-tered. .

With the growth of a nation andits ina
terial progress, people beco:ne m we humane
and averse to the intliction of any punish
ment, cruel and vindiolive in its nature.
Only those which are absolutely necessary
for the safety of life and property arc ap-
proved.

To thoe fict then thit some men are so
desperate that tho prospect of o long term
of imprisoutent does not deter them from
the commission of criase, is to be attributed
the revival of {log ing as . peunlty in Eng
land.

In the Sub<iliwv Crown Court in Liver-
pool on December 15, Martin Walsh, a young
laborer who bl knocked n draper's assist.
ant down and jobbed him of his wateh
guard and locket one night last November,
upon corviction was sentenced to live years’
penal servitude and to twanty lashes. For
a similar robbery a man named Neal receiv.
ed a like sentence.

At tho Warwick Assiz>s the other day,
Baron Pigott w charging the Grand Jury
drew attention tu the large increase which
had occuired in case of violence in the
county, aud saiud lus experince was that no
punishment was so elbicacious as that of
flogging. He bad nouced thit the most
hardened .ul dsugerous criminals, who
evinced no vmotion when penal servitude
was mentioned. shiowedsigns of concern and
apprehension at the slighest reference toa
flogging. As cases of violence had gone up
from two to thirteen, he intended to avail
himself of the act which authorizes the in
fliction of corporal pumsinnent in il proper
cases.

Ajoung m:n named Ingram, who had
be.:n convicled of vobery, mide a pintful ap-
peal to the Judge to spire him the Hogging.
Baron Pigott, however, procceded 10 sen:
tenco Lim, in addition to » long term of im
prisonment, to undei go tho dreaded torture,
saying hie believed it to Le his duty.—N. ¥.

Sun,
—_— .

Connected with the new citadel at Stas-
burg is a pigeon houae,with eccommodations
of the mast approved description for 500
carrier pigeons, to be ready in event ot war
Are wo in England, asks Broad Arrow, to
rest so well satisfied with tho omuipeotence
and omnipresence of telegraph wires as to
negleet catively the homing pigeon? In
Germiany, lhe War Department is wise
enough to organiza a pigeon loft inits im-
portant garrisons, but in England it is evid
ently to bo left to privalo enterprise to en:
cournge pigeon-flying in Plymouih, Ports
nouth, sud Chatham.  Some time since we
endeavored to provido the means of distribue
tion of homing-pigeons to theseveral gar
risons, but our offer did not meet with nde*
quato response; wo therefore return to the
sulject, and suall be happy to offer prizes
for pigeonflying in our great ilitary gar-
visons, provided a committea of oflicers in-
terested in the subject, will aid us with their
assistanco of suggestions,

i

-
THE CIRCLE OF FIRE,

Itis u fino summer morning in the Cue
casug, und the little outpost of  cherviio,
is ull in a bustle, News has jisl coue in
that the Tehetchentzi, Schamyl's wn p-cu
liar peo,’e—who are to Lussia what the De
quad lidiens were to the first colohi-ts ol
New Baghnld —are in the field agaio.  INit
teen hantied of theiy 50 says the hreathless
scout, have maule o swoop from the mmn
tvins during tho night, « struck up” (s
the Australinns say) the vil'age of Akboul
kiourt, made a glorious haul. of prisonets
and plumfer, and are off to the hulls with
their booty confilent that no ¢ Moscov dog !
can catch up to them. That,however,rem ins
to been seen; for the Cossacks ol ‘I'cherva »
on have turned out at the fitst atuwm and
¢ hoot and suddlo’ 18 the ward for every
men who cin mount. The colonel's -
structions are precise: he isto pursue at
once, aud endeavor to recuver the booty.
with tho assurance of being supported by a
strong columr of infantry (rom the pust of
Kourmski, ander Geacral Moudell,  Awy,
then, go the handfui of brave meu—bre y
ono hunared strouyg, including theic otlicets
~ gleeful as a schoolbov on a bolilay, ut the
prraspect of the = lak™ which liea belo o
them, A glotious summer morsme, es
liciously ¢nul belore the scorchitng lieat of
the day; a boundless stietch of level plan
unler foot—just the place for a hard glop;
a clear blue sky overhead, with the first
glow of suniise just tinting the gieat whito
mountain peaks far avay to tho nort; tie
cettamty of a deadly battle a few nus
Later. \Wied oo can 3oldior’s heart destue ?
Aud the had fuce of the veteran leuler
Lrightens wigibly as bo turns o lus aid de
camp a bright, fair-haired lad of une or two
aud twenty, who tides on Ins left L.,

* Fine moming for a gallop, eh, Pavel
Fvanoiteh 2 This is better than being pent
up between two walls all duy long 2!

A gict deal better,” answer the younge
subalter, with his finuk, buyish laugh.,
thought, somekhow, that we should hase
same fun todny; and 50 we shull, swme
enough.”

Little does bie ruess how the day ist»
end!

And s0 the chase sweeps on, over the wude
loueliness of the gray, unending steppe,
across the litile stieum of the Bakh, put
the burning ruins of Akboulakiourt, which
still blot the cletr blue sky with their thick,
dingy smoke stricking at length upon the
trail of the retreating ecnemy, at signt o'
which a wild Cossack ¢ Hourral” goes up
into tho still air, ns some keen-eyed vo
teran announces that it is still but a few
hours oid,

“We shall catch them yet ! cries youny
Fediouskin, woves his hand joyously; an {
Manjrr Eampkoff, the second in command -
a big, sold, taciturn follow from Central 1wy
sii—sesponds with a grunt of sitisfaction
too deep for words,

Butitis with civalry in pursuit as with

infantry on 1 forced march : the less season- .

ed begin to fall awayin the rear aftera
time, Before reaching Akboulakiourt, Col.
oncl Soueslolf has left forty-four of his men
on the road; but,about an tiour aiter leaving
the burned villiage, he recruits his little
band with o pickat of forty Cossacks, who
have been put on the alert by the passage
of the retiving Circassians,  Forward again,
fuster than ever! Four now comes a dull,
Loonung sound, thrics repeated, for away to
the right—a sound fanbur 0 every man of

the squadron. oo
+*¢Cannon firing at Kourinski! Thon Gon-

eral Moudell must bo astic—perhaps aleady

.

ey
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engaged. Torwardall!” So thinksColonel! circle are fierce yells and cries, groans of

Sou-sloff, litile expecting,
fitl'y el ar a little later,thnt these guns are
but,signals of alarm, that the infuntry sup-
ports are not even on the march yet, aud
wht he is actually doing is rushing head-
long, with ninety six men, agiinst fifteen
hundred | Not till many weary hours are
past, not till the hardest fight has been
fought which the peaks of the Caucasus
have looked down upon, will the promised
succor ariive; and when it does come, it
will come to late for many of us. Forw:nrd_
all!

Meanwhile the Circassians, encumbered
with their booty, are slowly retiring toward
the mountains, confident in their safety from
pursuit. Aud now, as the sun peers above
the horizon, the outermost spurs of the
Caucusus rige before them, stark and grim
agninst the lustrous sky; while vpon the
great olain behind, #s fur as the eye can
reach, there is no living thing in sight. But,
as the proverb says, ‘‘the Circassian’s ear
hears grass sprout and wool grow ;' aud the
hindermost of the murauders can already
distinguish a dull ramble far in the rear, not
to be conlunded with the trampling of their
own hLorse hoofs. Louder and nearer comes
the sound, and at, length,in the far distlance,
vises a dark spot, with an ominicus ghtter of
Lright sparks running through it, shooting
towaida (hiem swift and unswervingly. Oue
of the rearw avi Uiresiwns spurs his horse
up a little moud to the rigit, sand from
thence recounoitres the approaching enemy.

“They are but a handful!’ he shouts
scornfully, shaking his hwnd as it fling-
ing away a pinch of dust. *“:'no so.ina
(squadron) of Cossacks, and no supportn
gight]”

“Good,” growls a stalwart khan, laughing
gritaly, as heé loosens his sabre in #ts sheath.
+Ifit pleaso Allah, these dogs shall get
their due. Fuace about, my children, and
1<t us swallow up unbelievers !”’

And, spreading outinto a o extending
line, the whola fifteen hundred sweep
down at once upon the h:n.iful of pur-
suers;

At a glance Colonel Soussiofl 1akesin the
whole situation. No supports coming; no
chance of escape with these spent horses,
the enemy upon us, fifteen to one —there is
nothing left but to die hard aud dearly.
Quick as lightning the Coszacks dismount,
range their horses in a circle, with the bri
dles knotted together, and, leveling their
pieces over this living rampart, stand grimly
at bay.

*‘Fire!"” roars the colonel, as thecharg
ing line comes rolling upon them like a
wave, and the whole volley rings out like
one shot.

When the smoke clears away, many a stal-
wart man lies rolling on the earth outside
that circle of fire; but the trap has fairly
closed at last, Allaround the ring is asea of
fierce faces, and horses’ heads, and gleam.
ing sabres, and leveled carbines. And now
the battle begins in earnest—filteen against
one. All theair is fillad with hot, sulphury
smoke, and the roll of musketry from either
side 13 like one continued peal of thunder;
while patter, patter. come the bullets, thick
as hail, hissing through the grass, or plung
ing with a dull thud into the body of horse
or man. Ever and anon, as the stifling
oloud lifts itself for a moment. the dromed
man within the ring see the faco of some
comrade suddenly stiffen in death or writhe
with mortal agony as he falls helplessly to
to the earth. Load and fire, load snd fire,

tegularly as if on parade. Outside the

what becomes| pain, shouts of triumph; within, neither

shout nor groan, but the dexd, grim, sil-
ence of men who know how to die. The
living wall begins-to yield, as horses after
horse falls dead ; but the devoted band pile
the slain men up7n beasts, and over the
corpses of their corarades, as if from hehind
a parpet. Ioad and fire, loul and fire
again! How long has this lasted ? Five min-
utes ? an hour ? days? There isno countof
time in such work as this. And how long
can it last ? Already nine of the Cossacks
lie dead ; twenty more are severely wounded
and have torn their shirts to staunch the
blood that flows from them. Ammuaition is
beginning to run short. But the colonel,
with his own hand, empties the pouches
of the dead, distributes their ecirtridges
to the survivors, andi the battle begins
anew,

And now the Circassians, furious at being
withstood so long, come close up to the im
penetrable circle, and aim Dbeneath the
horses’ bodies at the exposed limbs of the
defender; but their glittering accoutrs-
ments make them a fair mark for the Cos-.
sacks, who mow them down again and
again as they come on. At a little distance,
tho whole face of the prairie around the
fatal circle is like u great flower-garden,
with the gny dresses of the slaughtered
enemy ; while within the ring theearth is
black with fallen Cossacks. At this close
range every shot lells ; «nd the three Russian
officers, as the leading agents of this desper
ate resistance are specially marked for des
truction. Colonel Soussloff, firing his last
pistol shot among his swarming sssailants,
hears a sharp cry beside him. and turns
just in time to citeh in his arms young Fed-
louskin, whose bright fice is wiite and
shrunken with pain.

“ Are you hurt, my Loy ? askel the stout
colonel, tenderly

¢ My thigh's broken,” answered the sub
altern, biting his lips to keep down a rising
groan.

' For God's sake, then,’' whispers the
colonel, ¢ citch hold of something—cling to
my shoulder, if you like; but don't fall,
whateve you do! 1fthe men see you go
down, they'll lose heart at once. [tallde
pends upon us oflicers now ! ”’

* Never fear |"” replied the gallant loy,
writhing his blue Lps into 1 smile; “1'll
keep my feet as long as ['m wanted.”

And, clutching the name of his horse ; he
remains up right ; while the colonel.flinging
his now useless pistols at the advancing
enemy, draws his sword for the hand-to,
hand struggle.

But. all this while, what is doing at Kour-
ingki? The infantry supporis were ready
long ago, but the column has unluckily
taken the wrong direction at starling, and is
still pursuing it.;when the uproar of the bat
tle breaking like a thuunderstorm upon the
dead stillness of early moruing, shows where
the real work lies. In un instant the order
is given to wheel to the ieft, and Grenadiers
hasten at their utmost speed toward the
scene of action, guided by the din of
sixteen bundred carbines all firing at
once,

But, hasten as thoy mny, the chances are
sorely against their arrivin in time; for
the besieged handful is already at its last
grasp. The Circassians, frantic at the long
resistance and the fearful sliughter which it
has wrought, have flung themselves pell mell
upon the impregnable circle, as if to over.
whelm it by sheer weight of numbers, All
round the ring itis one welter of slashing
sabres and pounding gunstocks, blood spurt-

ing’bn every side like the jot of a syringe,and

death co ning blindly no one knows how. Cos
sacks throttle Cirescians, Cireaseians fasten
their teeth upon Cossacks; even the wound-
el anl dying grapple on the ground, and
are found, after the battle is over dead in
each other's gripe. Colonel Soussloff. with
one foot on the body of his horse,hews right
and left, like a woodman felling timber;
Sergeant Pioulkoff, beside him, cuts off at
one blow the hand and arm of a Cireasian;
as one would slice cucumber; Major Kamp-
kofl, having broken his sword,snatches up a
carabine, and pounds away with the butt
end, as if thrashing corn. But on comes
the enemy, like waves of the sea. Man on
man fall the Cossacks, fighting to the last.
A mowment more, and the Circassians are
within the circle; and then——

Suddenly there comes a light upon the col
onel’s grim faco, never seen there before or
after. lle waves hisa hLand toward the
weat, and hLis vioce rizes above all the in-
fernal din—*Courage, lads! here is help
coming at last I"

It isevenso, Farin the distanca appear
a troop of horsemen at fuil gallop—the Cos-
sacks who were left behind on the road
hastening to join in the fray, At the same
moment a distant cheer is heard in the op-
posite direction, and the sun flashing upon
a long row of points—the bayonets of Moud-
ell's infantry, coming swiftly to the rescue.
Then rises on high a shout of triumph from
the bafflad enemy. Nearer and nearer come
the horsemen ; plainier and plainer appears
the d«r!c column of infantry. The Ciricas-
sians firo one last volley, and, abar.doning
their Looly, vanish among the hills like a
flight of vultures.

And now, the great work being done,
wounded and unwounded alike sink ex-
bausted among the bodies of the dead ; and
the gallant Fediouskin, who has remained
erect for nearly an hour with his thigh brok-
en, gives way at last. Moudell’s Grenadiers
make trestles of the Circassian lances, and
bear back the wounded to Kourinski, Five
of them died on the" following morning,
many a few days latter; but all who survive
are marked for reward. The three officers
are promoted, und a substantial largess is
distributed among the men. Colonel Soue-
sloff himself receives the Cross of St. George,
(the highest of Russian military decorations,)
and survives many yoars to express Lis won-
der at the admiration lavished upon *such
a simple thing us that which he had done.”

The Army and Navy Gazettesays: A good
story was going the round of the camp at
Cannock Chase the other day,with reference
to the Dumfries Militia, or the Scottish Bor.
derers, as they delight to call themselves.

During last Friday’s march out some of ths
regiments werean unusally long time in cook
ing their dinners. This did not fail to at-
tract the notice of the chief,whospoke to the
officerin command of the engineers, whose
cooks were preparing dinner on a new sys-
tem. The chief then road up to Mr, Moriar-
ty, the quartermaster of the Borderers, and
observing that there was no sign of cooking
going on, inquired why it was that so great
a delay had taken place. *Iken they have
had their dinner, sir,” replied the quarter:
master. “Hud it,”’ exclaimed the general,
“why, what do you mean? Thereare the
engineers close by, who have not had theirs
yet. 1low is it you have been so quick over
it?’ “Weel, sir,”” replied the Scotchman,
dryly, “do you see qur men don’t cook on
scientific principles.
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CARTIIAGENA.

A DAY'S BOMBARDMENT,

This is the seventh day of the bombard-
ment, and yet there is no sign of surrender.
About half-past two yesterday afternoon I
did think there was prospect of the begin-
ning of the end. The Spanish flags were
«itlideawn from Moros and Despeneparros
(which for some time have ceased to flaunt
the black flag), and the black flags disap-
peared from’ the castles. Tlie batteries on
this side delivered their fire with cruel stead-
iness'and effoct all the same; this lowering
of banners meant nothing that was known,
and could not be taken notice of; still Car-
thagena did not reply with a shadow of her
former spirit. Their was asilence, stricking
by contrast with the recent uproar, and only
made more audible by the rare discharge of
a gun. Wae ask ourselves, what can they be
doing? Rumours of the most contradictory
kind had their course—‘lhe Junta is es-
caping’’—* the long-expected revolution
within has broken out''—* they are bury*
ing the dead’’—they aro deliberating as to
the conditions they will ask before giving
in.” 'This moraing there i3 a change; the
cannonade on our side has intensified, and
there are moments when it is aa fierce ag on
the terrible opening morning, and the an*
ewering shots from the Piizy send their
echoes rumlling through tho hills just as
often and noisi’ “talaz>  ocoasionally
thunders, but : .u. app»  hat orders
have been given 10 iu2 o & preserve
their projectiles for tha fleet. Thai fleet is
idle, except for its. activity in going to Ali*
cante for coal. One report yesterday said
the Numnncia, attended by aswarm of little
steamers bad gone out; thelittle steamers,
came back, but the Numancia never return:
ed ; therefore, the Numancia must have been
captured. At this moment I don’t know
what basis there 1s for the story, whether it
is pure fiction, or liction founded upon fact.
That it is not simple truth [am satisfied.
General Ceballos (by the'bye, he is indispos-
ed) does not know much mre. [ havea
strong suspicion there is a want of combina-
tion betwoen the land and naval forces.
The gencral on {erra firma i3 not in constant
comununication with the general at sea, The
engiaeer officers of this army of operations
know their business, and do it, so do the ar-
tillery, aud their men ure behaving well;
but the intelligence department of the army
is very badly managed.

in the house where I am billoted a couple
of woe'begone women, who have escaped
from "arthigena,have sought refuge. They
are pale with mortal terror siill, and shud-
der at every cannon shot they hear, Thaese
women tell me the food in the town is toler
ably abundant, but very bad. Water, salt
and oil are scarce. The defenders of the
different positions are mixed, composed of
soldiers, volunteers, and convicts, in order,
presumably, to piy off one against the
other - When tho hring becomes heavy, the
women and children go to the arsenal for
refuge; when it relaxes they return to their
houses. Bnt all the women are net thus
faint-hearted ; some march to the ramparts,
rifle in Liund, and one notably, the wife of a
cornspleuous Cantonal. eideavours to emu:
late the ‘example ¢ » Maid of Saragossa,
by standing by her . .-'and’s eide i the
battery and fiving the gans. There is no
wse in controverting it, there i3 a fund of
mi.dire:te | heroism in the smoke-bergit city
yowler. The Spanaish Government troops
(ustructed by that eloquent apostle of cle-
mency, Emilio Cistelar). have hailed hot
ruin upon it {or now nearly a week; ever

house in the town is damaged more or less,
the streets ara impassable for fallen bricks
balconies, smashed cornices and chimney*
tops ; pieces of iron ars wrenched forcibly
from their holds and sent hissing through
the air, the Devil is playing nine‘pins in the
public squares, the hospitals are crammed
with bleeding and disfigured victims; ani
yet—in angles of masonry here and there—
kuota of four or five men, their teeth clench-
ed and their faces and naked arms black
with gunpowder, the smell of strong brandy
in their mouths [ dare says, are acting thg
heroic part, are doing all that Nelson’s stout
fellows, Drake's and Collingwood’s ever did
—are standing to their guns. And when a
shell bursts and a limb is jagged by the
merciless iron splinter,the stern, grimy,half-
drunken insurgent cries, as he falls, * Viva
la Republica Federal!” This is the story,
and if this ® not heroismof a kind, as the
dogged determination with which Tom Say-
ers, with broken right arm, stood before
Heenan was, I fear my hero worship’s tain-
ted with heathenish idolatry. Iown Iad-
mire those blacliguards—I cannot help but
admire them. In asence the right arm of
Carthagena is broken; her munitions as
many circumstances indicate, are failing.
Round shot are fired too often and the
red smoke fluttering sky*high as some shell
with too short a time fuse bursts innocuous-
ly, is too frequent. But still she holds out,
and when, to all outward tokens, she is smit-
ten he:vily and sent to earth, she plucks
herself together for the next rouund and
“gon.. :»n smiling.”” What can be the ob-
jeets o .. 3o men in holding out with such
obstinacy. There is no army outsids to re-
lieve them: the attempts to kindly cantonal
insurrections elsewhere ny way of diversion
have all failed ignobly ; they are not for con-
cessions, fcr they know perfectly well the
Madrid Provisional Government would be
only too happy to give them any. They
must have an object ; and this is whatis
said here, but that dare not be published
in Spain under the present Liberal Adminis-
tration, Hopes have been held out to
those Cantonals that if they can hold their
ground till January—one short‘month more,
and they have now held it for nigh five—
there will be a movement—a Parliamentary
movemeont, if you please—in Madrid in their
favour, It is quite possible they may be
able to hold out till January—apparently
they can get tood supplies when they please;
the bombardmant has failed, as bombard-
ments always do if the assailed party can
gat over the first few days panic; there are
enough military men in the place to know
thet a siege is a tedious undertaking, and
that the existing so called * investing’’ force
must be at least doubled before itcan be at-
tempted. Well, if the Federal Republic be
proclaimed in Madrid, as is possible, the
consequence is easily foreseen. Such of the
officers of the army as are still faithful to
this Government—though they are quite as
conscious as their cnemies of Carthagena
that it is A mere pasteboard Government—
will throw up their commands, the army
will be more disorganized than ever, and
the oae hope for Spain will bein a return to
Bourbon absolutism, and the proclamation of
Charles the Seventn. ‘The country will have
busa choice of evils—the Prince of the As-
turins is young, i3 not in the field, and the
projects of his {riends are not ripe; besides,
Spain will hardily tolerate a regency. 'lhe
choice, I repeat, is between the evil of a
olerically inspired autocracy on one side,and
a rampant radicalism on the other, and of
the two the former, in my opinion, is the
lesser. .

LJaxvary 13, ivd
Notwithstanding, I cling to the hope that
Carthagena will fall within the next fort:
night. We have now five powertul fixed
batteries in front of it, all of which ure
doing their work cfficiently—to wit, Feriiol
and Lower Roche on the left, commanling
Moros and Despeneparroz, Subillaga and the
Railway Battery more to the centre, nud tho
Piquetia or the Windmill Battery, = itis
indifferently called, to the rizght. In addi
tion to these there nre the provisionl hat
teries, one of which, of four Krupp guns,
was impudently planted under the uese ol
the Molinos work, one of the enemy’s ad*
vances, early yesterday morning. On Sun®
day afternoon I visited the staff” head-quar:
ters, close to the artillery reserve park in
the middle of the line, 1 saw two prisoners
in ciyilian’s clothes brought in with their
arms bound with cords;one was‘oll and
wasg seated on a donkey; he looked like a
dervish in the conical fur cap he wore; the
other, young and slim, was on foot. Both
frankly admitted they were convicts and
were trying to escape from Carthagena, These
worthies professed to feel very indignant «t
being made 4 public exhibitionotto the g
ing, staring soldiers. They were taken
prison,but nothing very wicked wiil bo d) o
to them. In my opinion they would be re
Joiced at the chance of changing bomb wdel
Carthagena for the deepest,darkest dungeon
of the Peninsula. While the prisoners were
the centre of attraction, tidings cume Lt
there was a sortie towards Alumbres, mu-d
there was - ~ick galloping to and fro. But
the 1 « - sortie 1s passed, and this il
not - ae 1o a:ything, It might have been
a feint to draw off attention while provisions
were being got in elsewhere. Ono incident
occurred while I was at headquarters which
13 not 50 unusual as to extort ¢co.nment here,
but whicn is worth mentioning as a sample
of the fortitude of the faithful, sober Span-
ish soldiers. A wounded artilleryman was
being conveyed to the field hLospital on a
stretcher. As he passed the groups or staff
officers and others, his eyes brightened, and
a smile lit up the wun face. * Adios, Jose I'!
said ths bey with an attempt at cheerful-
ness, as he raised his bandaged head and
moved the blanketsiu salute to a companion
he hd recoganized in the bystanders. “‘Have
you a cigarette to spare "' The brave lad's
thigh was ripped open, but he was a Lero in
his fashion, althought only one of the rank
and file, and calculated that Jose would tell
the tale of his conduct in the village they
came from. The respect of the village—his

world—for him was fame.—From the Stand-
ard Dee. 9.

gp-

A special despateh from Berliu to the
London Hour says the commander of one ot
the German vessels seized by a Spanish man-
of-war in the Sooloo Archipelago and carried
to Manila writes home that himself und crew
were sent to prison and kept there two
months, during which time they received
very harsh treatment at the hwuds ot tho
Spanish officials. The Hour'sdespatchsiys;
—* Public feeling in Germany is much ex-
cited over the seizure of the vessels, und the
tullest satisfaction for the insult t, the Ger-
man flag is demanded.”
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IMPENDING FAMINE IN BENGAL.
GOVERXMENT WORKS TO BE CONSTRUCTED A3 A
MiEABURK OF RELICF.

By the arrival of the India muil we have
advices from Bombay to Nov. 3. The Ga-
zelle of that date says that the all-absorbing
topio of the day is the impending famine ip
Bengal, of the expected severity of which it
continues {o receive reports. ‘‘We have
previously published (it adds) a few melan-
choly notes from Tirhoot showing that the
want of rain had interfered with the pros-
pects of thecrops, and disheartned the ryots
from sowing, in consequence of the hard-
ness of the ground; but further accounts
from various parts of Bengal serve to show
that there is more and more fear of a direful
enlvmity ip store. Not merely has the rain
{all of the past seasun been inefticient, but
during the previous year also the supply
was considerably below the average, and
the corps conscquently small. so that the
surplusin hand at the commencement of
the season was inconsiderable. It is thera-
fore to be feared that the scarcity will be
far greater than during the famiue of 1865-
66, when the preceding year's crop had been
bountiful. The drought moreover. on the
present occasion has been moro extended,
Ovirsa is almost the sole district of
Lower [ ngid which has  escaped the
scourge. 1 the uouor of the Lieutenint-
(iovernor of Bengal, Sir George Campbell,
be it'spoken, that he has not lesitated to
grapple with the difficulty, and he is strain.
ing every nerve to meet the cccasion. On
Saturday last he started from Hazareebuagh
for Patna, where he arrived almost without
halting, there to concert measures or relief
with the Cummissioner, and at Luckee Serai
he bas to await the arrival of the Viceroy,
who, alarmed at the state of affaira. started
suddenly from Simla, on Friday, to consult
with Sir George. From Patna the two
dignitaries will proceed to Caleutta, A tele-
gram received on Thursday informs us that
itis rumored that the Government bus
authorized the commencement ot the Dar-
Jjeeling Railway and tho further extension of
the Soane Cunal, a: relief works. Rice
has risen in Bengal some 30 per cent. in
value, and even in Bombay the price bas
been enhanced.”

Tho Caleutis Laglishmer writes as fol-
lows : : .
Whatever may be the probable or possi
ble extent of the ealamity that appears to
Le threatening Benyal in the partial failure
of its food supplies, there can be no doubt
ihat the promptitude and energy displayed
by Sir George Campbell in preparing to
maet and provide for the worst are deserv:
wg of all praise.  Ife has already visited
tit part of the country about which the
worst - apprehonsions are -enertained, and
personally enquired into the present condi
tion of pftairs and the best means of provid-
ing for the futyre; and at the present
moment the elaboration of remedial
measures i8 engaging his anxious attention.
\Ye hope. and .believe, that the situation is
on the whole notso. gloomy as sume of our
contemporaries would bave it {0 be ; but it
is beyond all question sufliciently critical to
“demmnd  the mo:viearcfal  consideration,
amd o warrant. very lurge and liberal
schemes of relict ou ithe part of the
Government, Sir George Campbell's move*
wents show thae Né féels and duly appre:
ciates the respcn-ibility that is thrown
upon him; enl we belisve that we ounly
express the general felling of the public
when we congratulale the country fon hav

e

ing such a ruler at such a time. My
minor faults of pseudo vigorous government,
will be atoned for by the true vigoe which
we all believa the Lieutenant-Giovernor to
be capable of displaying in eeasons of real
emergency. [lis [Iouor doubtless feels thit
such an occasion will afford him the best
possible opportunity of vindicating the
general character of his Administration ;
and without discussing the value of snch a
vindication as such, ail Brugal will certainly
sympathizs with him most heartily in lis
attempts, and will be ready as heartily to
applaud him oun their success. But vigor
without discretion is very apt to defeat
itself ; and inasmuch as be believe that Sir
George Campbell's public acts have savored
oftener of vigor than of discretion, it is on
the latter point that we wish to take up our
parable this morning. We come to caution
Ceesar, not to praise Lhiin. One of our con-
temporaries, who takes the gloomiest view
of the state of the food supplies, allows his
‘imagination to run riot in devising all mrin

ner of relief-works for the districts that are
most likely to be famine striken. [rriga-
tion, local railways, teomways, and we know
not what other cistles in the air, are
immediately to be set on foot in Behar to
mitigite the severity of the famine which is
certain to press hard on th.t part of the
province ; 2nd all those suggestions—whicl.
might fire the enthusiism of less enthusias

tic siatesmen than the Lieutenant-Governor
—arv made apparently with very little
deference to the actual effects extznsive
relief works undertaken in districts cut off
_from all posibility of obtiining an adequete
food supply. Public money will be distri-
buted among the famishing peasantry ; and
this is appareuntly all thit is thought neces-
sary by our contemporary. Now, such a
measure is obviously highly effectual ina
district where food, though at a very high
price, and attracts further supplies of grain,
even at & higer price,wkat are the effocts of
extensive reliet works? The - increased
aggregate of wages only has the effect of
raising the price of the hoards of grain
actually available in the country, generally
to more than the full extent of the in-
crease ; that portion of the peasantry that
can benefit from the reliet works is hardly
better off thau before, because of the rise of
prices ; thic rest of the peasantry are far
worse off, and by their efforts to avoid stat-
vation (for starving men will pay any price
they can for food), aggravate the famine by
raising still further; and not only all the
money expended on the relief works, but
also much of the original scanty store of
peasantry will te swallowed up in the
famine prolits of the holders of grain. Of
course there is no part of eivher Behar or
Bengal so utterly cut ol from external sup-
plies as that we have pictured; but the
demand for these supplies is likely to be so
enormous in the mostafllicted districts that
all ordinard sources will be drained dry, and
all ordinary means of transport aro likely
to be found insuflicient ; in which oase the
cor.dition of those districts will be not very
unlike that which we have supposed above,
& condition thaf was almost fulty realized
for a time in Orissa in 1866. The obvious
moral of all this is that the first thing to
which Government should loock is the pro-
vision of as ample means ot transporting
rice into the afflicted districts as can possibly
be obtained ; the second is the establish-
ment of Government granaries at accessible
places, stocked with all the rice that can
be obtained at a reasonable rate in more
fortunate Provinces ; and it is only after
these points have been attended to, that
relief works can be set on foot with any but

disastrous rvesults. It is true that the
management of Government granaries as
competitors with the bunnias during the
time of famine is a suljoct of the greatest
difficulty and delicacy—on which we may
have something tosay hereafter , bat experi-
ence has proved that the difficulties may
he successfully coped with. But, as we
have attempted to show above, the most
important point of all is the amount of
cheap transport available; if this be provi-
ded to a large extent at the public cost,
private enterpiise will do much to mitigate
the horors of any but the most wide spread
famine. ‘ :

The latest official reports represent the
state of the crons in Bengal as rather worse
than the previous week. In many districts
the crops on 'bigh ground were believed-
to be past remed. Prices were '‘generally
rising. -London Daily News, Nov. 24,

The new edition of the Encylopsedi Britan-

nica, now in coursé of preparatlon, will it is
gaid, cost the publishers $1.000,000.

Her Majesty the Queen has, upon recom-
mendation of Mr. Gladstone, granted to
Lady McClure, the widow of the discoverer
'of the North-west passage, a pension 6f £100
per annum from the civil iist. The late
Vice Admiral, Sir R, McClure, died intestate
consequedtly his widow only became entitled
to one third of the property, which was
sworn under £5,000. '

The Vuse' Fublica, of Matamoras, states
that eluims'exceeding one hundred millions
of dollars have been presented beforo the
Frontier Commissioners, as indemnification
for depredations and injuries inflicted on

American citizens on the Mexican side of the
Rio Grande. ‘

A special fromy Puris to a London morn-

ing journal says the defeat of the Govern.
ment on the vote in relation to the appoint.
ment of Mayors, is not to be considered
important. A vote of confidence in the
Government was to be asked for yesterday,
which, it was said, was certain to be car-
ried.

In the French assembly on Monday
evening, nfter a long and voilent débate on
the Miuistry on their monarchial tendencies,
a vote of confidence in the Government was
adopted by a majority of fifty eight. They
have in consequenca withdrawn their resig-
nations,

A board of Enquiry to ascertaih the cause

of the sinking of Virgidius is in, session at
the Navy Department, at Washington.

Fve pieces of captured French bronzo
cannon have arrived in Baltimore asa pre-
sent from the Emperor Williary of Germany
to St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church. They
are to.be melted for a churth bell.

Southern people are trying to raise for
subscription the sum of $20,000, which re-
mains unpaid upon the statue of ‘‘Stone-
wall”’ Jackson, now completed at “Nurem-
berg,Bavaria. ST

The exhibition buﬂd:nf‘qt‘VIenm is not
to be destroyed, but is to ba converted

into a pernament museam and a place of
industry. : :

Genséral Sir John Filzgerald, of the British
army, recently celebrated the eightieth an-

niversary of the daté of his first commis.
sion. o
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To Cornusroxpuxts.—Letters addressed to
either the Editor or Publisher, as well as
Communications intended for publication,
must, invariably,be pre-paid. Correspon
dents will also bear in mind that ene end
o! the envelopo should bo ioft open, and
at the corner the words * Printer’s copy ™’
sritten and a t¥yo or fve cout stamp (ac-
cording to the weight of the communica-
tion) pliced theraon will pay the postage

Taz followis g article from the United
_States Armyand Navy Journal merits the
sarious attention of all men desirous of sc-
curing the perfect military organizilion of
an armed nation, as distinguished from the
exploded system of a National Army. In
order to accomplish this great work, ihe in-
dividual citizens of a State must be compell
od for the common good to surrender their
individual volition and the outward appreci
ation of the thoughts and senses, so far as
they are necassarily concerned, to ana divec
tion ; in other words,they must come under
the yoke of discipline—that is to sub
wt without hesitation or question to the
control of one will—and it is absurd to sup-
pose that as soldiers they cannot have auy
rights oc privileges apart from the rest of
the commanity whom it is their duly to de-
fend. As the whole fighting force of a Siatais
usually only one-sixth of its population, it

follows, that in n» cwe whils acting
as soldiers should they be allowed to claim
any pririlogo endingming the liberties or
properties of the other five-sixths, 2nd this
thay will always d> wlire the eoldier
dictates to his supetior,

Our military organizition is not {veo from
the faults of the laxity of discipline; tho
militia Iaw is hardly stringent enoughinen-
forcing attendance at dril and in awarding
punishment ; but still it 1 far superior to
that under which the militia of the various
States of tha neighbouring Union is organ-
ised,  Tiriv great mistake in a social, poli-
tical, nad military poiat o! viow is, that the
test of ability is based on that most falla-
cious of all rLidar Is—popular election. We
thought the experienco of the last war was
quito suflicient to «rive it out of military
organization at least, but to our surprise wo
find it as a racognized institution in the
officering of tho National Guard, and when
it is possible for the lance corporal of to day
to be first licutonant to-morrsw by the
popular vote of hia fellows, wa can hardly
percoive how the * hnil fellow™ stylo could
be well dispensed with, or how Mose the
drummer should not challenge Syskey the
Captain, to a gamo of euchrs or saven up
after parado wis dismisse:dd.  Ifour contems
porary wishes to enforce discipline he must
advocate the destruction of democracy—
both cannot possibly exist in contact— and
the mischievous as well as f1lsu doctrines of
personal equality must be cradieated if a
military orgaunization is to be maintain d.

Our Canadian Army is democratic enough
but we have all the machinery for enforcing
discipline in its strictest sense and we per-
mit no election of oflicors ; in times of war
our troops would Le at once brought under
the stringent provision of nulitary law, and
our neighLour's must inaugurito a similar
system if they mean 1o hive an efficient
militia.

Diccipraxe 18 e NaTioNaL Guagp.—In
freating this question we are met at the
very start by a point blanlk question, the
answer to which involves a very grave fur-
ther inquiry as regards the interests of
American militin in our own and other
States, That rucstion is—What is discip-
lino? 7The anwers nre numerous from all
military writers and oicers of eminence—
all agreeing as to the essential qualilies of
this thing.

¢¢ Discipline s tho lifoof anarmy.”... ..
“Tha differenco between amob and an
army is <iscipline.”. . ... % The difterence
between a good army and a poor one 18 good
5 tad dwiscipline.”......** The emerging
ot mwmy willvinone.”......* The habitof
implicit obLedience 1o onler under any and
all circumstances.”. . ....* Disapline turned
ajblunder into an act of heroism at Balakla-
va.) . ....." Without discipline thero can be
no army,”’ ete, These answers suggest the
furthor inquiry—I1Iave we any such thing ns
discipline in our miliia? 'The answer, wo
fear, 18 inevitable to a militay observer
looking at the question from a * regular'
standpoint-—none at all. An ex volunteer,
recognizing that there may be resl disoipline

without the slavish manuers of Englieh,
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Prussian, an Amerioan Roguir:r 1orvir,
wonld qualify the answer by saying—n tittle,
That thore isa very little is proven by the
fact that within nyear past thero have beeh

[ three serious disturhances n mililia regi-

mients, in all of which & perfect contempt of
authority has been shown, either by onlisted
men or Ly company oflicers, and that iu no
caso have the offenders been punished,
while practicully they have in all cases sc-
curod n victory over their superiors. We
refer, first, to tho late ‘Third Infantry ; next,
to the Lleventh Infantry ; next, to Company
@, of the ‘Thirteenthh. [n the first case tho
company oflicors, or a few of them, secured
tho disbandment of their regiment and its
reoonstruction, ns the ‘Twentyseventh
throwing a slur by implication on their
colonel, whom they had disobeyed wantoniy,
without a ward of official censuro from tha
Commander in-Chicf, or other powers. In
tho second, 8 whole regiment engige:t in
ropeated nots of mutiny, and tho consequent
court-martials havo ended in smoke. thus
again casting tho blame on theic enlonel by
implications In the third, a company s
deliberately defied rastraint, and mutinie!d
because the authorities neglected to trans -
fer it to another regiment.

punishment. That these are only straw,
indicating thie course of the wind, will ap
pear to any practical observer who goes

through our militia armories at any tmo i§
when the men are not actually on ill. {

Hae will scoin all, or nearly all, the same
 hail fellow style among men and oificers ;
tho same reluctance to bend to tho will ot

others, if the not involves any sacrifico ¥4

of personal comfort. Tuat the best of our
organizations aro not free from this defect 14
evincod by the experience of the Seventh

f..fantry at the Saratoga encampmant, whero ¢

a few riotous spirits, intent on what the,
called *“fum,’’ disregarded the A B C of

Regulations, and raised disiurbances almost §

every night after taps

¢ It has become time for the gentlemen
of tho National Guard to answer one last
question seriously—A.e you eoldiers,or only
playing at soldiers ?

“If tho first, you are, you must be, all
wrong, for you cannot get on without discip-
line.  If the last, is it not time, in view of
possible warlike contingencies, to turn over
a new leafand be either soldiers or civilians ?
Play soldiers, kidglove warriors, ave objects
of deserved satire all over the civilized
world. Are you conteut to becomse objects
of contempt 1 real soldiers, spite of any
amount of fuss and feathers? 1fnot,itis
time to do something towards raising the
standard of disciplinein the Nationaf Guard,
What they may be, we may speak about in
the future. Meantime we invite discussica
3( tho undoubled evil in 1ts possible reme

ies."”

Ix another column will be found an aiti-
cle ou the * National Dofence™ of France,
from the correspondent of the Duily Tele
graph, which strikes any one who niy have
studied the condition of the fortresses of
that country before the late war, as being
exactly what is wanted to maet the altered
conditions of warfare, The girdle of impreg.

nable fortresses on the best development

o the systems of Vauban and Cormontaigue
which covered the Franco-German frontier,
weore burst through like a prper scrcen by
tho German Invaders; with the exception of

Tho result has §
been simply disbandment, without further 1§

Ay s <, 47 THIAS W
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Strasburg alone, they made no resistance.
and even in its case the siege could only
savo the national honor, it hiad no effect on
the natiohal defonce. We have recently
given a synopsis of & paper read by Lieut.
Excuisn, R.E, on the Moncrieff System of
Mounting Guns,but which should hive been
more properly called a defence of the ancient
or late system of fortification, and in the
discussion which arose thereon we have the
testimony of some of the first naval officers
of the day, to prove that mode of defénce
obsolete, inefficient, and sire 1o entail far
greater loss oh the defenders than oa the
nesailants,

Under these circumstances the question
has naturally arisen as to what shall be the
shape of those works of national defence be-
hind which an army inferior in numbers
can hold & superior force at bay till a con=
centration of troops in its own rear would
ennble it to assume the offensive, and the
movements now contemplated by the
French authorities point to a solution of
that problem in the science of modern wur.
Entrenched camps communicating with one
another, undoubtedly offer the most serious
obstacle to the advance ofan invader; if the
defences of those camps are judiciously
chosen, the assailant labours under serious
disadvantage in taking up position for at-
tack; 1f one is forced, Lis difficulties only
commence as he has to mark or carry those
on his flanks; while the defenders falling
back will be steadily increasing in force in
front. It would appear thenjthat here is to be
found the true solution of a problem in mili
tary science which has passed the best
strategists and military engineers the world
has yet seen, added enormously to the cost
of national defence, while in reality offording
no national aid. The new system can be
worked out by the troops, cousisting as it
muat do of earthworks of the simplest possi.
ble coustruction armed with guns of large
calibre and great range; in fact the skill of
the engineer will be directed more to exhibit
no protile,and (o connect Lis gun pils, for that
is the form his b.iiterics must take by rail-
way lines under cover and always to the
rear, A se;iea of fiell works of the de-
scription reguired could Le conatructed at
very aliglt expense, and would be perman-
ent because they shiould present no particus
Lur distinctive features from the surround-
ing country, being wmerely 1 scries ol sunken
fences with » glwois, but no parapet, and
sodded over they would reguire no repair,
the thicker nud greener the sward the
better ; the only siructures necessary would
be expose magagines, aud thase would be of
the most simple construction.

A regular fortification on the old system
_involved the expense of a permnent garri.
son—repairs constantly recciving the care of
a costly armament and moditications to suit

the new system none of those conditions
are requisite— whenever the exigenscies oo-

curs troops are nmiarched into to occupy the
works ; there are no repnirs needed, the
armament is drawn from the nearest mili-
tary store on its own wheels by the four
horses of the neigbourhood or by rail moved
into position, a simple platform of sleepers
and planks is la d down in the gunpit, the
express magasine coyered in, and the for.
tress is at once munned and armed. To the
eye of the invader nothing is to be seen
except perhaps the white jents of the troops
in sheltered or picturesque positions and
opea hill zides dotted here and there with a
farm house—he advances to reconnoilre
within range, a flish, a puff of smoke the
whistle of a round shot from what part of the
train before him he cannot tell, proves that
deadly danger lies in his path, and before
he can get at his enemy he must encounter
the teriible fire of those * snakes in the
grass” whose whereabout position or num
bers he knows nothing about, Marked be-
hind plantations on Lleak hill sides on the
flanks of deep rayvinos nnl sweeping the
level meadows the guns of the enirenched

camps cipable of incalculable mischief, will

only awako the echoes when the invader
developes his plan of attack, and thus they
present no mark to fire at. A gun muazzle fwo
feet in diameter popping up out of a hole is
not a visible object at fwo thousand yards to
fire at,the supposed sité of its flash,or at the
puft of smoke,would Le about as futile as to
fire at the flash of lightning to find the
point of the cloul from which it sprang.
Whatever advantage the assailant possessed
¢ Moncrieff System of Mounting Ordnance
has not only deprived him of, but it has re-
volutionized the whole science of fortifica~
tion.

Tae following artiole from the Uited
States Army and Navy Journal of 13th De-
cemberjwill be interesting to our readers,
especially as it contains a challenge of
National importance—and from Ireland too.

Our riflemen will bave to look well to
their laurels or Creedmoor will be quietly
absorbing some of the honors exclusively
belonging to them the- spirit of emulation is
evoked and it will donbtless tend to much
good,

Tae Auarevr Ripz Crus.—This club,
affiliating with the National Rifle Associa-
tion, was organized during the past year,
and now numbers over fifty members. One
of the prominent objects of the club has
been to introduce the practice of longe
range firing with riflasof the m9st approved
pattern, the club being substantially modael-
led on the pattern of the small bora clubs
of England and Canada, wnich have been
80 suscessful in developing fine shooting.
The average shooting of the club in seven
shots, in the first match held by. it, was 14
points per man. In latter matohes it exoed
e119. Anaverage 3} out of a possible 4
has been made by several at 500 yards, in

, : . . the recorded matches of the year, and the
the progress of mechnmienl science.® Under! 1° o yenr, an )

average of the entire shooting of all the
members was 2.5, which ein compare
very favorably with any shooting *nown.

1

| ‘fhsfirst annual basiness mating of the
club was he'd at Crmpiny G rom 3:venth
armory, on Fridiy evening, D:cam’ er 5 the
president, Captain ticorgs W. Wingite,
presiding. ‘I'nere wis a gool atten.dance.
After the secretary’s report wis raul and
some ro.atine business tranitoted yan elec
tion of officers for th» ensuin~, yaw tork
place, with the following resuit; Peasi-lent,
George W. Wingate, re-electe I ; Vice Presi-
dent, Colone} IT. A., Gildersleeve, Twifilt
tegimernt, New York; Ssoretary au
Treasurer, Fred. P. Fuiirbanks re elocted ;
Executive Committee, {{anry Falton, J.S B,
Collins, A. Allord, , C. Bruse ieorge 5.
Sehermerhorn, Jr, .

On motion of Mcr J. P .M. R'chards the
following resolution wis propwed and
adopted in regard to the ch.llenge from
Irish riflemen:

Resolved, That the executive committge
of this club be hereby rejuested to cortés-
pond with Mr. Leech, and, if satizfactory
terms can- be arranged, to accept the clial
lenge in the name of the Am teur rifie Ciub
of the city of New York, and of the rifle~
men of America. And it is heroby suggest-
ed to the exzcutive committee th-t, in the
event of the proposed match Leing arranged,
an opportunity be otfered 10 the riflemen
of the United Siates, nt tho earliest possi-
ble date, lo compete with our owa practice
squad for places in the team, but without
expense to the club.

The following is the challenge of the “ Irisly
eight'’ referred to:

Challenge to the Riflemen of America from
the Riflemen of Ireland, represented by
the members of the Irish Rifle Associa-
tion.,

Mr. A, Blennerha«sett Lrech, founder in
1867 of the Irish Rifly Assosition,will seleot
from the members a ‘texm which he will
match against an equal number of the
representative Am:ricin-rifls s::0ts, to shoot
in the United States, in the autumn of 1874
on the following conditions: -

Targets, scoring, etc.—Suno us adopted
by the National Rifle Associition of Great
Britain at Wimbledon, 1873 (when the Irish
eight won the international mteh for th)
‘El::(l;o shield, beating Eizlwd anl Scot

L} . .
Ranges—800, 930, 1,000. and 1,100 yards.
Rifles—Any not exceading ten pounds

weight, but without telescope sights or hnir-

triggers.

Position—Any, bat no artiicial rest per
mitted either for the ritle or person of the
shooter. .

o The American team to be composed

exclusively of riflamen born in the United

States, and to shoot with rifias of American

manufacture.

The Irish tesm will shoot with rifles by
Rigby, of Dublin. .

As this challenge is given to decide the
title to the rifla championship ofgthe world,
Mr. Leech will require a suflicient stake to
be put down, mot frr the sike of a trifling
pecuniary gain, but as a guaraniee that the
[rish team willmeet therepresentativeshiots
of America. .

Mr, Leech desires to draw the attention
of the American people to the fuct that tho
laws of Great Britain forbid the formation
in Ireland of rifle corps similar to those
which exist in great numb rs in England
and Scotland, and that any skill acquire |
by Ieishmen in rifle shooting is the result
of individul exertion uuler dilliculties
a ising {rom discouraging legislation.

ArTHUR B, LEegou.

Dysuiy, Oclober 31, 1873,




32 -

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

It will be seen that the club do not pro
pose to accept the challenge so much for
themsclves as on behalf of the American
riflemen, Itis hoped that those who con-
sider themselves qualified to compet in
such a contest will in case a definite ar-
rangement is maude, place themselves in
communications with the officers of the
club. Those intending to do so, however,
must bear in mind that they will be re-
stiicted to the use of o rifle weighing less
than ten pounds, with a trigger pull of
threa pounds at least, and without teles
eopic sights,

The Nitional Rifta Association, in conse
quence of the un-official character of this
challenge have taken no action in regard to
this mitter, The challenge, however, has
awakened considerable discussion among its
membe::, the majority of whom favor an
iuternational contest on the association’s
gronnds at Creedmoor. @'his movement on
the partof the Amateur Club is commend-
able. and we trust will have the effect of
bringing nbout the desived comipetition.
Without intending to apper beastful, it is
our opinion this country can put forth a
team of riflemen which with little practical
training will give our friends across the
water a pretly good fight at the targets.
Organized systematic target practice is but
in its infuncy in the United States, and Great
Brituin I s at least fifteen years the start of
us in this matter. We, however, feel confi-
dont thet, even if the Amateur Glub cannot
orgonize a team, the country has the rifle
men, anl the National Jlifle Association
could soon bring them to the surface. It
will be observed the challengers propose to
use the muzzle-loading Rigby rifle, the
aceeptors, however, are not confined to the
muazzle-loaders, and it is thought we have
breeeh loaders which will exhibit practice
at long ranges fully equal to the famous
Rigby. This, however, will be a matter of
great consideration and infinite importance
in the contest -and its results. The Ama.
teur Club meeting waa attended by the
most prominent of its riflemen, aud the
mambers were strongly in favour of aocept-
ing the challenge of the Irish team. The
members of the club have entered, since its
organizition, every match thus far held at
Creedmoor, at ranges} from 200 to 1,000
yards, and in every instance have comae off
victorious. ‘The following are the scores

made by competitors in the matches of

1873 No. of . Ave’

: Total.  Shots, rage
J. P.M.Richards. ... 1) 28 3.57
Robert Omand..... 25 T 3.67
Jobn Bodine....... 97 23 346
G.W. Wingate...... A 31 3.42
8,8, Heburn.,.... . 23 7 3.28
Andrew S. Fowle... 6% 21 3.23
J. S, Conlin........ 4> 14 3.21
G. W. Hamilton. ... 44 14 3.01
Bethel Burton. . . ... 65 21 3.09
G. W. Yale......,.. 69 21 3,09
8, J. Kellogg, Jr.... 43 . 19 3.07
A. V. Canfield, Jr.. 42 14 3.00
Andrew Anderson.. 19 T 2-858
A.Pyle....coccooe. 80 28 2.867
Henry Fulton. ... . 15 28 2.60
H. A.Gildersleeve.. 36 it 2.57
W. H, Richards.... I8 n 2.57
S, C. Bruce........ 33 2t 2,52
J. Ross...caunnn... 17 1 2.40
S. W, Ballard...... 17 7 2.40
J.T. B. Collins. . ... 28 14 2.00
Other competitors.. 255 2038 1.20

Total points......1.388
Shots....eeivec.e 516
Av'ge shoot'golub 2,534

'THE closing scenes of the Dazaive trial are
described by the correspondent of the Ton
don Daily Telegruph. They certainly give tho
readers no exalted ideas of the common
senso of the action in this historical drams,
especially the members of the court-martial,
or the Government that organized it to try
an innocent mw. The question should na-
turally deive us to the real authors of the
French ; disasters and the answor would be
Trocav in the first pluce, and in the second
place GaMserra, not the trio of rascally
pettifoggers that proclaimed themselves the
Provisio:.al Government ; these are the peo-
ple that ehould have been tried and
and haunged, for they deserved that fato;
Bazaixe's only fault appears to haye been
one of indecision if an the receipt of the
news he had conciuded a truce with the
Germans marched a portion of his army on
Paris, seized and bung Tiocuu, GAMBATTA,
and half a dozen other traitors, restored the
Ewmpire, France would not have been hu
miliated, would not have lost so.much terri-
tory, and the Marshal's name would have
gone down to posterity as the saviour of his
country, his first duty was to Franoce, to the
traitors at Paris he owed neither duty nor
allegiance and it does not excuse Lis judges
from the guilt of a fulse verdict if their
veracity confused thegactualfrelations exist-
ing between the mob at Paris and the peo-
ple of France. The following are the scenes
as described, the time being the close of the
official prosecutor’s address :—

Bazaine had during the delivery of these
speeches exhibited much more interestin
what was said than he had Ljtherto as g gen®
eral rule displayed,anad whilé the 6fficial pros
secutor was delivering the terrible striny of
accusations his fixed paleness gave way sev-
eral times .toa change of color. Ie made
frequent notes, and at various critical points
of Gen. Pourcet’s indictment sent messenger
for books and otheir documer.ts* Difterent
passages bearing on the points in question.
marked for the use of his counsel, and then
handed them to Maitre Lachaud. Immedi.
ately behind the Marshal sat Madame Baz-
aine, her handsome features not disguised
even by the terrible ordeal of anxiety
through which she had passed aad was at
that moment passing.

The speeches were now over, and in the
midst of an impressive silence which follow-
ed after Maitre Lachaud had resumed his
seat, tho Duc d’Aumale turned to Bazaine
and inquired if ke had aoything to. add t»
his defence, )

The Marshal rose hurriedly, butb §vitb dig

nity. and said : ¢ I bear two' words on my
breast (striking, as he spoke, the decoration
of the Legion of Honor), ‘honneur et patiie,!
I have mever wavered in my 42 years
of service in devotion to my countiy. 1
have never, either at Metz or ‘elsewnere,
forfeited my honor. I swearitin presence
of that Christ” (pointing to the picture of
“Christ on the Croas)!.-whioh was. banging

oppasite on the wall,:abbve  the head of the”

Duc d'Aomale). Then, collecting his
papers, the marshal, in his habitual hurried
manner, walked out of the court for the
last time, so fur as this trial is concerned,
for the sentence was to bo pronounced in
his absence,

MWBefore the Judge withdrew—it was now

the result, .1t was half-past eight

[JaNvARY 20, 1874.

half-past four o’clock—the president bey-
ged the supplementary judges to hold
themselves at the disposition of the eouncil.
Its members, the Duc d’Aumale,President ;
General do la Motterouge, General Chau -
biud-Iatour, General Trippier, General lc
Martimprey, General Princeteau and Gen -
eral Martinez Deschesnes, then retived. The
dais waas eleared of visitors by the zendarmes,
who formed a cordon round it, so us to pre-
clude the pessibility of communication with
the members of the court-martial, the audi-
ence being in the meantime warned th it
they must make no sign ot apprebation or
of disapprobation when the verdiot was pro-
nounced. . P

After a long deliberajion the  judges re-
turned into court and pronounged their
decision, which took the following form:

In the name of the Krench people, this
10th day of December, 1813, the Gouncil of
War of the First Military Division, after de-
liberaling privately, with closed doors, on
the following questions : ’

First—1s Marshal Bagzaine guility of hav.

ing, on the 28th of Qctober, 1870, eapitulat-
ed to the enemy and surrendered the'
stronghold of Metz, of which he held supe
rior command-in chief, without having ex-
hausted all the means of defence of which
he disposed, and without having done
everything which honor and duty pre-
scribed ?
. Second —[s Marshal Bazaine guilty of hav-
ing signed on the same day (Uctober 28,
1870), at the head of his army, in the open
field, this capitulation ?

Third—Did this ecapitulation vesuli in his
army laying down their arms?

Fourth—Did Marshal Baztine, before sign.
ing this capitulation, fail to do evorything
which bhonor and duty prescribed ?

Aflter the votes have been taken one after
the other, beginning with thal of the officer
holding the lowest rank, and after the Pre-
sident has given his. last of 'all, she Council
declares ununiwously th.t all the four quas~
tions have been answered *‘ Yes,”! |

Upon which, after having considered the
conclusion formulated by the Special Com-
missioner of the government in his Requisi:
loire, the President, after having oarefully
read the text of the law, and, having again
taken the votes in the manner above de-
scribed, on the application of ‘the penalty,
the Council conseguently ¢tondemns Fran-
cois ‘Achille Bazaine to the penalty of death
with degradation, and expels bim from the
Legion of Honor,

In conformity with the law'the Qouncil
condemns him besides to the coast: which lie
owes to the State, : :

In accordance with article 139 of the Cade
of Justice, the Conpcil enjoins the Special
Commissioner of the government to cause
the preseut judgmeant to be read: immedi-
ately before him in the presence ofthe guard
assembled under arms. .

The lust formality is necessary on account
of the provision 'of the French law which
enacts that the prisoner, insuch ciroumst-
ances, shall not be present at:the readiig of
the verdict. .

. Ihive said that the Council was a long
time in déliberation; in point of fact it was
four hours, 4nd during that period every-
body remained in court anxionsly. awaiting
- when Lhe
captain in_command of the guard drew his
swotd ‘and ordered the gendarmes to pre
sent arms, which was the signal for the re.
turn of the judges, A few ceconds after-
wards the Duc d’Aumale entered, followed
by his colleaugues, the captain cxclaiming at
the ‘same moment, “Stand up before tho
Couneil,” o ‘
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With almost mmlitary procision the erowl
rose, while somothing lLilte v thill of cxpes
tation tan gthrough the %holo couwrt. “lhe
scano was very impressive. When, ia the
wmidst of a solemn and almost awful silen ew,
Lroken once only by a stifled murmur—the
Duc d' Aumnlo and the Generals hwmg rais
ed their cocked hats—tho Prosident pro-
nounced the {lrst words of the solemn utter
ance, ** In tho name of the French poople,”
tho etnotion and suspense were overpowor-

PRt

ing.
Tho sgetilepoo [n.-onmmw.l. o erowd
gt wuatly aud queelly ebbed away.

in Paris there was nd wally tho most in-
tonso e¢xcitemont. The Vorsailles triin
which Lrought the first intelligence was be-
sieged nt tho St. Lazaro statwn by an ime
mouso concoursy of peoplo who had waited
for‘hours to learn the issue. The first pas
senger to alight booyme immediately the
centre of s lurgo tlhirong. who broke loose
from tho scrgents de-ville, tnd, assoon n
tho wond “death ' had been pronuncad, a
loud, prolouged shout echoed and re achoed
from end to end of tho long waitiug hall,

‘The crowd clapped hands exultingly, as if,
some great victory had been gsinoed, and the
cry was euthusisatically tusod, @ mor, taken
up by the crowd outside, and promulgated
from street to streot— calling forth every:
where n general, long, andg savage applause.

The Jou-ndd Oft-iel publishes the follow

wy:

iy the terms of articles 141 and 143 of

the Code of Military Justice. Marshal Baz

aino hnving allowed twenty four hcurs to
clupsos without appeaitng, the sentence puss.

ed i hiun bas beeoino triovooable
The ssme rurnal also stites that imms
diutley alter

which is us tollows:
Monsieur le Ministre :

The co@idmartiol has just givenits judg:

ment against Marshal Buziine.

As jurymen we havo decided the questions

which were submi®ted to us, listening only
to the voice of our c¢iustrences.  We need
not recapitulate the long proceedings whish

ounlightened us. To Gud uslone do we owe

un a.count of the motives which influenced
our verdict.

As judges, wo hud to upply on inflesible

law whbich does not adiit that any circum
stanoces can exteni'ito n crigme against mitee
tary duty.

But those circumstances wlhich the exist:

ing legislation forbuds us o take into con*

sideration 1n giving vur saatence we have
the right to poiut out ta ynu

We remind you that M ush . Baziine took
uand exercised the couum.unl ol tho Avmy of ,
the Rhine in the mudstof wuboeard of difli- |
culties ; that he i8 uut respunsibio for the:

disastious Opeuin¥ of Lo camspruignl, Lov Jor
the chioice of the lines of opuviation,

We racall to your memory the fuact, that
under fire, he was always bimself; thatat
Borny, Gravelotie, Noisseville, no one sur
passed him in bravery, and that oo the 16th
of August, by the fimwuess of bis attitude,
he muintained the centre of his hue of
battle,

Consider the reoords of the services per-
fornued Ly the volunteer of 183l ; count the
campiigus, the wounds, and the britliant ac
tions wmuoh have won for him the baton of
Marshal of France.

‘Tuluk of the long coufinement ho I
un-targone, and of that punishment uf two

the judgment hud been pnoe
nounced,tho President and wmewmbers of the
court martial addressed to tho Minister of
War an application fur m roy, the textof
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I months, during which lia has hoard evory
*ilay his onor diseutssed itf his ostn presonce,
and you witl iin with us iu praying the
Prasidont of the Republic not to allow the
senterice wo have just passed to be carried
1oto exccution,

Accopt, Mansicur lo Ministre, the assus
ance of our respect.

Signed by all the judyges,

Lastly, tho official journal publisbies the
subjoined all-important decieion :

¢ ’The President of tho Republie, on the
recommendatior of tho Minister of \WVar,
hng ucommuted the penalty of death pro.
nounced on Marshal Biziine,to twenty yeuars'
imprisonmont, commencing from the prosent
dato (Dec. 11). with tha mnilitary dograda.
tion sot nsule, Lut with all its eflects main
tained,”

To his oloquent defonder, M. Lachaud,
Mursha! Busaino wrote the following letter ;

“My Drwt axp Vanowous Dsrexpei:
Beforo the faurpreme hour I wish to thank
you fromn tho bottom of my heart for the
heroic offurts you lve mide to sustain my
cause, I tho nccents, of tha highest eloqu-
enco which you hue dravis from tho senti-
ment of truth, wmd fom the devotlon of
your nohla heart, conli not convinece my
Judges, it was becinse they could not be
convineed at all. For in your admirable
spoecih you huve surpaseed human effort.
I'shall not appeal. 1 do not desire to pro-
long befuro Lhe cutirs world the spectacle of
30 puinful a struggle, and I beg you to take
no stops whatever in my favour. I no lon-
ger demand to be jadgoed by men; it is from
titne und the calming of public passions that
+ I hope for my justification, I await firmly
‘ and resolutely, strong in my own conseience,
: which repronches m+ fir nothing, the ex:
ceution ol the aentenes,

! Manrsuayn Bazave.
“Turivox-sovs'Bots, Doc. 11, 1873."

\When the Marshal says that the speech of
bis defender surpassed human effort,he allu*
des 10 the fact that Lichaud’s strength gave
w1y before theeand, his voive was scarcely
audible, and when ho linished ho had to re-
tiro to his bed at once,

The following is the text of the two let’
ters from Prince Frederick Charles whioh
Maitre Liohaud resd ut the Baziine court:
martial ;

1 declare that during tho whole period of
the siego of Metz I had no interview with
Marshal Baziine,and that I sawe him for the
tirst tima on the morrow of the capitulatior,
“July, 1870

Irepeniox CHARLES.
I doclare tht I profess the most complete
asteem for Marshal Bazaine and for the
energy with which he prolonged, as long as
' poasible, the resistance of Metz, which was
wmovitaily obliged to succumb,
Fupoericg Cuaries.

i Wi liwve recovied from the Frec P ess of-
“fics n noatly got up and well printed illu.ora
‘ed Almwack for 1874, containing nlarge
;amcunt of interesting and profitable reading
i wmatter,
Wo bive also 1o ncknowledge similar
Alinanacks from the Sherbrooke and St
: Johus News oflices.

Louis Kassuth is teac ing the German,
tnzlish and the ungarian Linguages, s
b 1o white, his forma bent, vt his habit

tou the fourth story ofu dingy old dwell
ing.

Ox Frday night Jast (Mtawa was aqua
visited with on of the most Jisistrons iies
that has yet occurred within its puecints
Tho loss is computed at uot less thun I,
500,000, The firo occurred in nn ol stone
building situted on tha west pmntof Vi
liament hill, and ocupied an w Riilway ollies
by Me, Saxronn Fresiag, Chicef Eaginecr of
the Ititorcolonial and Pacific Riitways. We
rogret to say that oil the documer.ts belony
ing to theso two great national undertnkin,s:
have been destroyed. Tho origin of the e
is unknown. Mr. Fr.eanxa describes the loss
ns follows’:—The loss of thoe papers cannot Le
estimated at less than ona and « hall nul
lions of dollars. It would tike (ully thnt
amount to replaco overyth ayg, besiies tha
trouble, inconvenience, snl deliy winch
will be oceasivned in the constructim o
tho Iacific Railway, Livery vepart or lette g,
official or private, which 1 have recetved Iy
filteen years has been destroyed, anlevery
record of tho Interc luaisl Rul vay connect,
ed with the engineering, as well us all1o-
poits of surveys ani plins of the lucitic
Riilway, which amount alona ty over a mils
lion of dollars. The field pipers au Ldetule
of all surveys have been lost, bat the results
wre knowa. The only ones which huvo been
saved ure the records of surveys made in
British Columbia during the past year.
‘Lhere are two safes in the Luilding,Lut whe*
ther their contents are preserved or not
ennnot g1y, ‘The papersin them ar» not the
most valuable, the puincipil Jdocuments bo
ing in the upper fl1t, from wkich nothing at
all was taken. 1t is probable, however, thit
the papers will be charred an i useless™”

Wo hiave not lauuel wiotler thers was
any iusur e ou the buddiug or papers,

A Butiair <teamship line is abiut to trude
betweon Sin Francisco and New South
Wales and New Zaalind. [he vessel<aro
to go alternatoly direct to New South Wales
and New Zoaland and vice versy, thomnils
to and from the other colony (us the case
may be) being transhipped at Kbnandavau,
in the Fiji Islands, into anothor mail vessel.
‘The temporary service betwean San Frgncis.
co and Aukland is tobe performed in about,
27 days, and at a similar rate of speed to
and from Port Chalmers. The permanent
service is to be performed between San
Francisco and ‘ukland within 323 days,
and to and from Port Chalmers at a similar
rat: of speed. The vessels will, ea route,
deliver and reccive mails at Hawke's By
(for Napier). Wellinston, and Lyttleton.

‘Tha schiooner J. Albert reportaon the {5th
instant, off Cope Nuvy, bewig west luy
miles, she came in collision with the schoon*
er [saac Rich, from Silenn. 'ho Lsaac ftich
was cut dowa below her planks. The crew
jumped nboard of the J. Albert and were
brought t3 this past.

Seven of the priacipad provinces of $pain
have been declaved 1n i state of sieg .

Two niiles of a tunnel on thoe Great Wes{*

crn Rulway, England, cayed in yesterday,
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THE DIFFERENCE.

A maiden who spent the weary heurs

In going srom house to house with flowers,
Stopp’d at a gorgeous mansion, where

She spread to view her bouxuets rare.
Wan was her look and dim her eye,

Aud, as she marked the passers-by,

Her youthful bosom scem’d to be

The dwelling place of misery.

A lady from out the mansion camoe—
. A richly-costumed, pompous dame-—
'}Yh()\'e look of vain und haughty pride
he flower vendor terrified.
he view’d tite poor girl’s bright-hued store,
.nd turned the houqucts o’er and o'cér—
And asited their pride, denturred, and . then—~
She in the mansion went again, .

The maiden, fuot-sore, sad, and weak,
Wiped off the tear that gemm'd her cheek,
Aund then agaln she passed along

Amid theg city’s busy throng.

At length a bright-eyed working girl,
Approached ner, and in merry sport,

A bunch of her sweel tlowers bought.

Rut a3 the girl the moncy took,

The bayer marked her wretclied look,

And kindly sought the catuse to know

Why her youug heart was touched with woo?
The girl replicﬁ, with tearful eyes,

‘At home my aged mother lies ;

Hhe’s ill, alone, and must be nursel,

And I must sell my flowers first !

Tho shop-girl paused and heaved a sigh—

A tear was in her clear blue eye ;

she'd saved a sum to buy a shawl,

But—* Here,” she sald, * I’ll take them all b
My mother’s dead,.und doubtless sho

Is looking now from heaven at me;

And she will smile—I know she will—

To see me love her precepts still 17

FRANCE'S NEW DEFENCES.

Writing from Borlin under date of Nov.12,
the correspondent of the Loundon Daily
Telegraphsays: * From an official source I
learn the following facts in reference to
military matters in France. The new sys
tem of nutional defences. (Landesvertheidig-
ung) recently adopted in Germany, one of
the chief objects of which is to do away with
a large number of small fortresses of no
importance, considering the present method
of conducting war, and to strenthen the
larger fortresses by meansof large detach-

ed camps, has made it necessary for France
" to reorganize her home defences. The
necessity of protecting Ifrance from German
attacks by a strong line of fortresses, ns
well as of remedying the shortcomings dis-
covered during the last war in the defences
of Paris, occupies most earnstly at the
present moment French military circles.
These questions have entered a new phase.
The triple fortress-girdle constructed upon
Vauban’s plan on the eastern frontier, and
which chietly consisted of small forts much
exposed Lo bombardment, was possessed of
but an insignificant offensive force, and
speedily fell to pieces under the German
blows. Metz and Strasbourg were the
only strongholds that held out for any time.
Warned by these experiences, the French
have resolved to reloegate the smaller
fortresses 10 a position of altogether secon
dary moment, and to constitute the froatier
defences in » series of intrenched comps,
connected with and supporting one another.,
The central point of ‘this entirely new sys-
tem of defence will be Paris. which will also
be a reserve and store depot for the
fortresses neaver tho frontier,  As faras the
plans  for this complex «f foitresses
are hitherto settled, a strategica] barrior of
the first class will be set up over against
the very strongly fortiied wostern frontier
of Germany. ‘l'ouchicve this the central
Meuse fortresses— S d-n, Mezieres, Verdun,
and Toul—will be greatiy strenghtened and
surrounded with detached forts so as o
form one huge intrenched camp. South
ward Langres, Belfort, and probably Dijou
will prolcng this long line of defence, and

will be formed into another gigantic in- undeistand why such a state of things
trenched camp. The space between Toul shsuld be tolerated here., Slayery has been
and Langres is only about fifty miles Lroad, abolished in Sierra Leono, Lago-, and (Gam
and is throughout so much cut up by water bia, and no g50d reason cin be nssigned for
and the western heights of the Vosges as to dilferent rule prevailing in other places.
be most unfavourable ground for the opera- , The Fantees ace nhout the most debased and
tions of a hostile army; it, therefore, re- ,cowardly on the coast.  Why for such a
quires no speciul fortress-defences. Behind people should the very fundimental princi-
this  first line of defence will be  ples and doctrines of English 1w be sat at
constructed two great intrenched camps ' naught? It should nat be tolerate.l that suc's
at  Soigsons and Chalons designed : a people should dictate t> us, If we are to
to  hinder the advance of ~an retain our possessions on the Gold Coast we
eftemy upon the Aine and Marnc. Daris  oughtlit least to insist thitEnglish law-shall
nill serve as depot for all these defensive | prevail there, and none other, It is to Lo
works, and will itself be protected upon an ! hoped that Sir Garnet Wolseley during his
entircly new system. ‘I'wo projects are | administration will add to his laurels by
under consideration for the Paris defences, | putting an end to slavery in the last spot
neither of which have been definitely adop i\vhrreib has found refuge under English
ted. The first proposes to erect fitty strong | rule. It will be well worthy of his high
forts around Parig, at considerable distances ! repatation that he should give practical
from the capital. Threo of the forts com. | effect to that sentiment which is proclaimed
prebended in this schemo aroalready traced | in the mermorable words, * Liberty is com-
out (N). at Moulin Saunon another (S) at'mensurate withand insepar.ble fro:n English
Montretout, and the third (N. I, at Mont ' rule.”
Avron, The second*project, derived from | ———————
an old scheme of I}mpolegu I.. hgs‘s 'be‘sen! A Novir Ratoan.—The Phil:tdélphi:t
worked out by Engineer General Tuipier, ! Leduer ! st boa lete
and purposes 10 construct two fortress gird | ~*y¢ 8ays there has just boen complete:
les round Paris, one of which shall take in | 8t the machine shop of Lifferty & Brothers,
the already existing foriress, and the other 2 GloucesterCity, N. J., a four ton locomotive,
constitute a distant belt of wqus.‘ of which designed to run on one rail. liis built for
the links should be Corbeil, Chartress, a street railroad o in Georgia, Thi
Lagny, Creil, Daummartin, Beaumont-gup- | * 3"7¢¢¢ ruiiroad company in Georgia,  This
Oise, Meulan and Rambouilet. The pro. | €1&ine can with propriety be ealled a steam
Jject is not likely to be realized, as it would | velocipede, a3 it rests upon {wo wheels, one
be enormously expensive. Tho coustruc: | folloning the iher. The rail or track upon
tion of the line of defences on the Aaas is, which it is o 1 lo of which is laid
however, sbsolutely adopted, and it may be | am, & sunple of which 1s lai
in the yard of the builders, is styled n ** Pris
moid, or one track railway,” and is compos-

looked upon as a certainly that the- in-
ed of geveral thicknesses of plank, built up

trenched camps at Soissons and Chalons
will also be constructed with all pessible

dispatch. in the style of an inverted keel of a vessel,
—_— with a flat rail on the apex. Upon triil a

SLAVERY IN ASHANTER speed of about twelve miles an hour was

i ' attained, and the inventor and pateutee

claimg that that the specd can be almost
doubled on a lengthenad track, Mr. Crew
of Upelika, Ga.,is theinventor und pat-ntee
of Loth tracks and engines, and e claims
that his inventions demonstéate a tractive
power superior to anything in the locomo-
tive line of equal weight. The eapacity for
running curves is much greater than the
two rail system. The track upon which tho
trial was made contained 33 feet of lumber,
and 18 pounds of iron to the' lineal foot,
proving ilself equil toa span of 20 feet
emaining firm and unyielding under the
pressure of the engine as it traversed the
road. The revolving flinges attached to
the engine, an:d which run on the outsides
of cach wheel, Mr Crew chiims, absolutely
lock the roling stock to the prim, and
obviite the necessity of sc much heavy
roliing-stock in light traffis at & high rate
of speed. It is also claimed -that a p:is-
moidal railway built with a base of fourteen
inches, angles forty'five degress, ‘ein ba
built at a cost of $3 000 por mile. The in.
ventor is of opinion thil his engine and
rack is particularly adapted to the propel-
ling of canal-boats, and -will compete suc-
cassfully with horsa power on canals with -
out neeessarily interfering:vith. thé uge of
the latter, but he do.s not s1atein wh it.way,
The engine will shortly ba .shipped to its
destiization (Athemta, G2 ) whers it goes
'into operation on 'n'stroet vailroad : builg
atan clevation of tvelve feet above the side
-walk. ;
Tie renowned Dappler, Schanzen (ce-
doubts) have receloved 1he nams of Wrang.
lad to look ou in silent shame while the | ler Schanzen, which fact was communicated
unhappy woman was carried off, vainly en - | t0 the old General Wrangle, in a very gra:

It can searcely be known it Eagland that
in the Englishsettleents on the Gold Const
slavery exists in a most hideous and revolt«
ing formand is not only tolerated, but form-
ally recognized and sanctioned by luw. 1t is
generally believed that whert Lnglish rulo
prevails slavery cannot oxist. Yot all the
torceand authority of English law is exerted
to aasist tho slave-owner in Lis claim to his
humwn chattles The slavery which exists
here is termed ‘¢ domestic slavery ' The
real meaning of this term simply is that the
slave owner cannot export his slave. This
is the one practical limitation placed upon
his power, ~ A slave ¢ .n be bought and sold
within the limits of this settlement almost
as freely as a sheep or an ox. Even the
deck of an Linglish vessel does not afford
protection-or safety to. the fugitive slave.
Llsewhere an English vessel isregarded as
an inviolable asylum for the oppressed,
Slaves are constantly dragged from English
vessels under warrant of un English jadge,
to be consigned to hopless slavery. OUn the
Ist of this month a wretched femaleslave
was carried through the streets of CapeCoast
bound hand and foot. Her piteous shrieks
and cries attracted the attention of a high
wilitary oflicial, who interfered to ascertain
what offence the woman had committed and
why she received such treatment. He found
that there was no charge against her save
that she endeavoured toescapefrom slavery,
and that she was then being,under due legal
process, curied back to her master. ITe had
to stand back out of respect to the Ly, and
n group of Euglish officers who wore near

treating their nsgistance. It is difficult to | cious letler by the German Kmpero -
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FFICERS LONG COURSE --GUNNERY
53H0UL QUESE: .

Novanber 1873,
o1 RATIONS 1 W,

(Constantucd promy poy  23.)

Question 4. = What are generally the uh-
eers of neilitary operations 2 What would
T Do tire abjective of the United States against
Sanada, sud why 7 What woutd bo the nry
mble base of operation, the roads, raiis and
Myivers forming the miin lines of communica.
’};ion from that base ?

Answer 100 Question 3 —Tho oljects of
“military operntions are generally the secur-
'}mg of disputed territory, or the reduction of
-~ {the military power of a nation—it may also
- be dynastic ngeandizement—tlis was the
" Pobject of nearly all Napoleon's eampaizns.
' %7'110 two first objects necessirily blend into

Zone though the second may exist without
i ‘zthc first ; an example of the second is found
":Zin tho Crimean war, Sebastopol wis destroy-
-~@ed,thus reducing tho military preponderance
-3ol Russia on the Black Sex, by depriring her
-«§of arsenals and military station, from which
“Hshe could prepare the invasion of Turkey.
¥1he conquest of Alsace and Loraine is an
;. gexample of the first—the Germans climing
Athem in virtue of the theory of similar
nationalities being united under ths same
government ; thut conquest reduces the
military  power of France considerably,
making her frontier rauch more vulnerable
& ud the contingent of the Provincial armiies
@Mnomore available for her defence But for her
Finvasion these two Proyinces swere claimed
as having belonged to the old German Em-
dpire ; but these reasons wero put for-
fward after the war, which, when successful,
gcan generally be justilied for all practical
spurposes.  ‘Fhe occupation of an enemy's

Sfcapit 1 would belong to a second cluss of

jolicts, as by occupying the capital of a
country its trade and commerceis paralyzed
and its main lines of conununications are
closed, thus paralyzing also its power of de-
fence ; but this occupation to bz most

fruitful must be accompanied by tho ruin of

Liat country’s defending armies. Uhe occu
ation of Madrid by Napoleon paralyzed
he defence of Spain so completely that it
ould have fallen an ecasy proy to the con-
ueror bad it not been for tho Limely inter-
Bference of a British contingent under Wei.
glington, but that contingent nullified the
Jeffvet of the French occupation to such an
Xtent, as to finally compel the French king
BJoseph, to retire from the country though
1o had occupicd the capital for several

2ayears.  In caso of war with the States, Mon-

qLreal would bo the objeclive pont, heacause

Rt 15 casy of access, and because it is the
strategical capital of Canada as well as its
ommercial metropolis,

An American army nught be collected at
2 point in rear of Rouses Point under cover
of fatitied positious, and move on Canadian
territory, which at that point offers no favor-
mble featn ¢s for defence, bemng fist, and
Rhen the distanco of the olLject from the
tetior is quito short bemng avout tiwo days’
nzreh—{farty  miles—thie roads aure also
Lovorable far an advance towards Montreal.

B \ontreal 1w it position forms a very de-

Sirabl2 olif . ¢ to tho enemy it 15 the head of

11 arieries of tmflic converge cither from

3 hie States or from one cud of the Dominion

o the other, by its occupntien the naviga~
ion of thie St Lawrenceis interrupted and
he railways & canalsare in the hands of the
Ruvading army. Canada is cut in two and all

g ccour fromEngland or tho castern parts of

‘3 nacigation and the mwzin powt where
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Canadais effictually prevented from reach

my the Weet e part of theDonunion—con-
cer vl action between the armies in tho
difterent parts of theDominion is precluded,
and conscquently the defence is paralyzed.
Tha oceupation of Montrexl stops sll trade
and trflic ; oommerca stopped, the supplies
can no mnre be transferred from one end of
the Donunton to the other and the only
practicat way of intercourse belween the
West and East and the outside world is
tlosed, The political influence of Montreal
would be cinsiderable as also its moral
eifect on tho defence,  ‘I'he probatle base
of operations of the invading foreo wonld be
Albany, its situuting renders it des‘rablo as
such, nnd it coulll be made a vast arsenal

and m:gwuzine tr  which converge nu-
merous  lines of vails and  navcigs
tion from all parts of the United

States, roplenishingjit with supplies, which
could from thence he forwarded Ly linesof
commugication radiating from it towards the
Canadian frontier. By water—th~ Hudson
River, Lake Champlain, aud Richelicu River;
by rail—the Vermont Central and the Og

d. nsburg Rulaays woe the muain arieries
through which troops and provisions could
bo forwarded in. ‘The objection 10 Queabec
as an obhjective s its fortitications and its
position, for even if the invader managed to
reduce it he would hiave to meet stronger
obstacles, as he udvanced towirds the west.
‘Then to reduce Quebec the cunemy wwould
have to diect an invading force against
Montreal at the sawe time,or maintain strong
armies of observation to prevent his siege
operations being interfered with, a thing not
ezsily dono unless he is in possession of the
north shoro of tho St. Lawrence, and he can-
not hold it sccurely unless Montreal falls
into his hands; for he wonld have as a per-
petual menace all the strength of thoe Do-
minion, ¢r well nigh, threatening his com-
munications and harassing Lim inevery way
—apatt from such succor as the naval power
of Great Britain would =affard being in pos-
session of the Gulf of st. Lawrence aud su

preme on the sex.

Question 5.~-Suppasing suflizient force and
supply. could this hne of astion be reveraed
ont tho United Stntes, and, if so, what advan.
tage would {ireat Brit~in Lave ia changing
her base, and m what direction?

Answeer £ Question 5 —Undoubtedly. Gun
boats could be directe-i on Iake Champlain
through canal and riv ¢ llchelien. An -
varding force wight -Jiauce, cuncentrating
from cast and west near Montieal, and Lo
directed over the United States frouticer,
ruining its magazines and occuping its towns,
whilea powerlul diversion could Le organized
on tho lakes with gunboats and troops of
disembarkeation, (a) and as the same time
by the whole strength of the British navy
and coutingent in New Yorlk, or some other
important city of the Union, disembarking
troops at tomo favorablo point 10 operate in
ljunction with armies directed from Canada,
and occupying tho jolit:cal capital of the
United States. Thedisatlected South counld
probably Le mado to ri:o up and claimits
mdependence it England guaranteed its ro-
coguiticn and thus croating anothierdiversion
in favor of Canada, thus tho States would be
'attacked oist and north: west and south and
lotliged 1o divide its armies to w.cct the in-
vaders whilst theDlacific e3z2s might become
tha theaire ofanothier maritiaie entefprise on

| (@) 1L is forbidden by troaty 10 bulld gunboats
tonthe Ink < but Ifaeanal was made from the
Caoteau Landing on the North Shore, British yune
baats canlld uu up (o thie Inkes—the Ronutiarnals
gan:u would e prowably selzed Ly tho Untted
States,

35
the part of Great Brithiin (). I'ba naval
power of the State is null, an-d 1its costs are
as many valnerat:d: points which a strong
naval power might attack with certinty of
success. A navy is not improvised, especially
when an enetny’ smen of war are bombrrding
anld destroying the navy yards where the
ships are to he constructed. By toking the
sea as her base Great Britain would no longer
fear flank attacks for her communication
would be perpendicular toherbase—s-adi y
conimgents from Nova Scotiz along the Muine
Jrontier they arc exposed to flank utlacks on
their line of adrance.

Question 6.—Give a short historical sketch
of the growth of tho present military system
of organization and supply, from the feudal
poriod to the introduction of standing ar-
mies, the subsequent growth of fortresses ay
magazines, and the final elaboration of the
system of supply ? \What was tho ancient
Scottish method mentionaid by Froissart 7 §fff

Answer to Question 6.—During the feudal
period armies were composed of nablemen
with their retainers, semiindependent in
their actions; these fraclions were parlly
under the king or the cozinander nama:d by
him. Tho king then had oaly the resources
of his private domain—no right of levying
taxes, and could not afford tho expense of
providing for the food of his army which wag
obliged to subsist on terrilories it ozcupied
ahko ruinous for friend or fos; an armed
rabble moro than an army they were obliged
in order to subsist 10 divide and live wide
apart and could not be brought togther for
lengthened operations, for when jining they
rained tha country, they had then todisperso
again.

But as tho power of tho kings increased
tho independenco of nobility dimizished
and taxation before an impossibility was reo-
sorted to in order to obtain tho neccessary
funds for supolying armies moroe regu-
larly. ‘These troops were also paid by theSes
ereign and in his permanent cmploy ; and
the progress of military organizition would
have been more rapid hal it not been f{or
tho roads and meoans of communication
which passing through barren and thickly
tnhabited countries of small traffic were nut
sufticient for the transport of cumbrous
trains and artillery, but as countries became
moro prosperous roads improved, and for-
trosses which hiad up to thea suflicad to pro-
tect populations at tha first sizn of invasion
could no longer resist artillery. Vauban$wed
befors him other engweers perfocto.d theso
fortresses which became strongholds winch
an invader was obliged to forco if he wanted
to advance in an cnemy's country ; as theso
fortresses tvero situated on great commercinl
arteries, &, they became also places of
refuge for repulsed armics and magrzwues
into which provisions, arms, and recruts
wero armed aund formed previous to their
being sent forward into the theatre of war.
"Tho fall of such a placo constituted the ob-
Ject of awwholo campaigu, and battles wero
fought to maintain the siego or to havoit
raised. SFrederick tho Great recogaizing
tho dissolving influenco of famino and want
of supplies upon tho discipline of an army
was very particular in that respect aad the
rosult was that troops bocame of sueh im-
portances that tho sccuring of one doserved,
1t was thought,worth thoaltering of the plan
of a whole campaign. ‘Thoarmies becamo
cummbrous unwicldy machines totally inade-
quate to cops with an active encmy, as tho

(a) 50,000 British andd Scikhs could, peshajk, ho
Iasided at Xan Francisco from Tudia, 17 allowed
10 lout Lalifornln, the Scikhis troops would ba
ugly customers; but it wonld bie necessary o
hanz Mr. Bright and Gladstone before come
wmencing operations.  Also Mr. C, Dilke.
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French Republican soldier was, who, badl
clad and bevoucing never thinking of
cunping, lived on the country he
passed through, obliged to disperse to find
food, but prompt to aglomerate at the first
signal of attack, requisiticning the country
us he advanced. Napoleon fell in with that
element, and instead of leaving aside the
system of requisition improved it and made
it serve to repenish intermediate‘magazines
established on "his lines of communication,
regularizing that mothod of supply. The
Prussians using that system also haye per-
fected the trinsport, by organizing trains ;
thus they have the Proviant column, com-~
posed of 3) waggons and four horses carry-
ing four days’ provision and following in
rear of the division tbey belong to; from
theso troops are supplied a second line of
transport called the Flour Park columa,
‘consisting of 80 waggons, 2-horsed,
carrying eight days' provision, and tran.
sporting provisions from line of transport ;
and if the magazines are still too far a tlird
line of hired transport is established to fur—
nish the second line.  Each soldier carries
a part of three days’ rations for use as re-
quired ; two other days’ packed up in tin
knapsack not to be opeucd except by spe-
cial order.(a)

Queztion T.—Compare Sherman’s march
through Georgia with an expedition of the
LEnglish Black Prince in the 14th century.

Answer to Question T—Sherman’s march
throughGeorgia offers many differences with
that of thePrince of Wales in France in 1356.
TheBlackPrince passed through the territory
with no other object than destroying and
ruining an enemy’s country, and possibly
fighting his army if it seemed to him adyan-
tageous. Sherman besides ravaging the
country had a strategical object in view
which was to change his base to the sea.
Thel’rince of Wales subsisting on the coun-
tiy he erossed made no provision, so on the
battle field of Poictiers, the English host
was starving because they were obliged to
remaiin in & temporarily fortified position
which they could not leave to forage. Sher-
man though he subsisted on and devastated
the country he crossed, had also a large
train of provisions and supplies to fall back
ou in case he was obliged to concentrate,
and was stopped by unforseen obstacles, and
then his movement was to be of short dura-
tion; and as soon as he reached the sea shore
be had a secure base from which he could
draw all supplies necessary. Whilst in the
caso of the Black Prince, if strategy had not
been in its infancy, he would have had cause,
in case of defeat, to regreat his improvident
and imprudent advance in the centre of an
cnemy’s country with no base nor line of re-
treat—but being victorious ha eonld supply
himself.

Question 8.—Why do armies generally op -
crate on several lines? and state General
McClellan'’s commenls on operating by a
single road, when censured for usiug se% eral,

Answer to Question 8.— 1f Napoleon, advan-
cing towards Fleures with 70,000 men, had
not directad his army towards Fleures by
different roads the head of his column could
have Leen engaged and defeated by the
allies before being properly supported, as
tho rear of the column would have been at
least two days from the baitle field when the
engagement would have taken place., Then
the trunsport and artillery of an army are so
cumbersome that no road could sustain sych
traflic, whilst if the trains pass on different
rqads the wear and tare are considerably ro.

(a) The avcient Scotceh seizing the cattle of tho

enemy’s country drove it along and cooked in the

s kin of the animal, used as a boller. They also
each carried a small hag of oatmeal,

duced. That disposition facilitates the sup-
plying of provisions—the distance between
intermediate magazines and the troops to be
supplied being considerably reduced. And
another reason is the facility with which an
armg can deploy.

The rapidity of march of Lroops is inverse
ly proportional to their length of columns—
thus infantry marching by battalions may
march 23 miles per hour, 2 miles per hour
if in divisions &c. ; artillery marches 3} miles,
and cavalry 5 miles in small columns, and
rate decreases in same proportion as other
arms. Qeneral McClellan being censured
for using seyeral roads instead of one, gave
as his reasons, that the head of his column
(100,000) would be defeated before the rear
could support it,if it was attacked by an ac.
tive enemy—whilst advancing along a single
road it would have extended to 50 miles.

A. Prxvost, Lieut. B,B,
An excellent Paper.
I'. B. Srraxee Lieut.-Col.
Commandant S. G., Quebec.

CORRESPONDENCE.

The Editor docs not hold himself responsible for
{ndividual expressions of opinion in com muni-
cations addressed to the VOLUNTEERREVIEW,

To the Editor of the VoLuxTzer Review,

Sir,—As a general rule your paper tries to
put the best face on militia matters, I con-
sider that is not a wise course : How ean
faults be corrected if they are not pointed
out? It is said the Canadian Force has
degenerated of late years ; some add because
it has been mado to serve political end : be
that opinion correct or not, what is its real
condition ?

Give us fucts, point out faults, don't be
afraid of giving offence ; the aclive working
man won’t object and if those over them
fear criticism, they’ll deserve all they can
get. -

Take one specimen, look at your state
ments about the Dominion Rifle Association,
is it & perfect model ? :

I bave been examining their reports (a8
you advised) and find that in their chief
match—*The Dominion Mateh—at the
lirst meeting there were 424 entries, each
year since the number has dwindled, till
Lhis year there were barely 100 competitors.
Why Las the number of competitors fallen
off, there is surely more interest taken in
rifle shooting to-day than there was half-a-
dozen years ago ?

Look at your own report of that meoting
in Ottawa, was everything satisfactory and
in proper order; were the competitors
pleased with tho arrangements ?

Wero there no protests ; what about the
London Merchants’ Cup ; what about Dr,
Vail of the New Brunswick Team? You
have been hard on my “flippancy and igno-
rance,” look to your own facts ; at present
it is really not worth while discussing your
replies to my quiries,

Yours &e. R,

To the Edilor of the VoLuxTezR REVIEW,

Dear Sir,—I have read with mach plea.

sure the able pamphlet by Lieut. Jolonel
Fletcher on the Militia Organization and
perhaps with the exception of Major Geno-
ral MacDougall’s scheme nothing better
could be attempted with the limited moans
at the disposal of our CanadianGevernment.
‘The Brigade School at Hilifax 1 think
might be considerably modified ; as of
course the Imperial Troops there, perform
all the duties which devolve upon the garri
sons of Kingaton and Quebec; so that an
amount of $50,00:) would more than suffice,
for the instruction of the permanent staff of
the local militir,
Some new standurd of efficiency, Lesides the
present 16 days ; should be adopted before
any corps or individual, could ¢laim pay tor
alter all, it must be remembered we are
nothing more than wolunteers.

I would suggest a standard height and
chest measurement—a certificate of efficien"
cy in drill and physical training besides an
occagional hit at his annual target practice
of forty rounds.

An extra inducement too, might be offer-
ed Lo Ist cluss militiamen, after three years'
service, say a free grant of land, &e. upon
condition of settlement.

. A CoNSTANT Reapkr.
Qucbec, 12t January, 1874,

A FeMaLe Sotpigr.—The military annals
of most European couutries, says the Lon.
don Echo, record s fe » instances of women,
who,having succeeded in entering the ranks
of tho army, having highly distinguished
themselves in the apparently incongruous
profession of arms. Such a fuct has however,
according lo the Opinione, been hitherlo
unprecedented in the Italinn Army. It was
discovered bowever, the other day, thata
young soldier named Marcotti, who was to
receive his discharge on the 1st of next
month, having enlisted in 18686, is one of
those heroines. Juliv Marcotti, the Amazon
in question, belonged to a numerous and
poor’ family, living at Sin Ambrazio, near
Turin, anl worked in the mines of Upper
Piedmont, to which latter circumstances hor
extraordinary physical etrength may, proba-
bly be attributed. She enlisted in 1866, at
tho time when Italy was about to engage in
thestruggles with Austtir, her motive being
to save her brother, who was married and
bad sixichildren, from being obliged to
serve. Not only did Julia perform all n
soldier's duties as well as Ler comrades;
but she fought in the first rank at the bat.
tle of Custozzv, and obtained the medal of
military yalor. On hearing of tho case, King
Victor Emmanuel sent for the woman, be-

stowed upon her the the Cross of the Order
of the Crown,and desired that she shoul.i be
sent home with a pension of 300 lire.

A decree has been issued at Madrid, call.

ing out for active service the entire roserve
force of 1873.



