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attention.
. ALEX. McLEAN Convener.
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s«1f X forget thee, O Jernsalem ! let my right haud forget its cunning.”?—Ps. 137, ¢.5.

Sermon,

By REV. JAMES KIDD, M. A.
RICHMOND, N. B.

—

Psard XXVI, 3.— For thy loving kindness
is before mine eyes ; and I have walked in YThy
truth.”

The time of composing this sublime and
beautiful Psalm, seems to have been before
David came to the throne of Israel, and
after God had given him the right of
succession,—when he was maliciously per-
secuted by Saul, and as unjustly defamed by
his flattering courtiers.  This was the
probable occasion of his solemn appeal here
to the judgment of God—who knew not only
the righteousness of his cause, in this pai-
ticular instance, but also of the general
course and tenor of his life. The suljeut
matter of this Psalm is much the same with
the seventh Psalm, which contains, in Iike
manner, a free and caundid appeal to the
Great Seaicher, of hearts,—as the unerring
witness of his mtegrity,—~and in confidence
thereof, clauns an iutevest in His favor and
protection. Having had a lively sense and
apprehension of the mercy and goodness of
God deeply impressed upon his mind, he
was thercby induved at all times to act such
A part as is cousistent with the laws of Goil,
and the rules of hisduty. There are various
expressions to this purpese in the course of
the Psalmist’s meditations; but the reason
and ground of this confidence is particularly
&pressed in the words of the text, “ For
Thy loving kindness is before mine eyes;
g I have walked in Thy truth.” By the
“Joving kinduess of God,” we are to under-

{stand * Uis kind and gracions ntentions,
and His good will and beueticence to the
children of men.” ‘The word commonly
signifies “ the benignity—mercy—amd grace
of God.” and may be indifferently rendered
by any of these terms, which all amount to
the same thing. This “loving kinduess”
may be taken etther for an essential perfection
of God, or some external dispensuion of
good from Him—that which either belongs
to His natuce, or that which IHe exercises
towards His creatures. ‘The one is io be
considered as the principle, and the other as
the product; the one as the original cause
and spring; the other as the effect which
streams and issues from it. In the former
sense, it may be understood in the 5lst
Psalm, ist verse.—* Have merey upon me,
0O God, according to Thy loving kindness:
acgording unto the multitulde of Thy teader
;merzies, blot out my transgressions,”—anld
in the latter sense, in the 424 Psalm. & v.—
“ Let the Lord will commund His loving
i kindness in the day time, and in the night
s song shall be with me, and my prayer
unto The God of my life.” Iu both these
senses, the word will epply in our text.
Now, to have this “loving kindne.s of God™
before our eyes is, duly to apprehend it, and
to meditate upon it; To have a proper sense
and feeling of Iis goodness habiteally im-
pre~sed upon our minds; To believe in it
and to be firmly persuaded of it; T esteem
it, and prize it as a most valuable and
desirable blessing; and to have it deeply
fixed in our thoughts, impressed u.on our
hearts, and to make it the subject of our
frequent and serious meditation.” This is a
way of expression, which this holy man of
God uses elsewhere, to represent bhis
religious practice, and the devout breu~
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thinas  of his soul: “I have set’ The
Lord,” suys he, “ atways before me,”—Psalm
16. 8,—intimating with what earnestness and
sincerity of heart he always studied to ap-
prove himeelf to God, as desiring to be
found faithful of Him, in the last and great
day of accounts, through the merits and
medistion of the Saviour who was to cone.
Anether expression in the words of the text,
that requires to be explained, is this, “ Thave
walzed in Thy ¢ruth”” Truth is a word of
very extensive meaning, and may be under-
stood in various senses, according to the
natare of tihe subject it represents. ‘T'ruth,
in general, is oppesed to falsehood and
ervor; and, in this sense the Word of God
is_truth, heing quite consistent with the
things of which it speaks; and one part of
it perfectly agreeing with another. To walk
in this Zruth. or, in other words, * To practice
hioliness, and the fear of the Lord” is, to
persevere with stedfestness and resolution in
the profession, in the faith, and in the
obedience of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and
to live in a cou.se of subjection to His law.
The practical, as well as the doclrinal part
ai the Word, which is the rule of life, and
which is called “ the way of truth,” must be
strictly obeyed, as we are required to do;
for it 1s ns necessary to guide our practice by
Divine command, as it is to direct our
judgment by Divine revelation. Our walkis
not as it should be, if the law of truth
does not govern our whole conversation, as
persons, whose loins are girt about with it.
Perseverance, therefore, in this course, must
also be added to compiete the sense; for,
how can it be called “a walking in the
truth,” if it only consists in a few steps, and
is not a continued motion? What less can
it include, than a diligent care to approve
all our ways to God, to the very end of our
life? Whatever hypocrites, and vain pro-
fessors of Keligion, may imagine to the con-
trary, unless they can truly appeal to God,
and their own hearts, that they aie sincerely
conscientious in their obedience to the com-
mands of Jesus Christ, and the w.inle praciice
of ifciy uly, they can, with no justice or
propricty, presume 10 say in the words of the
Psalmist: ¢ T have walked in Thy truwin”
‘The words of the text, being thus explained,
may be resolved into this general proposition,
“That a deep and lasting sense of the
loving kindness of God upon our minds,
is a powerful motive to engage and quicken
us to a steadv and sincere obedience to His
boly and righteous icommands.” In illus-
trating this proposition, I shall first lay diwn
some observations for explaining this doc-
trine.  Secondly, I shall offer some arguments
dor the proof of it. And lastly, Ishall con-
clude this discourse with a few words of
application.  First then,—it is proposed to
lay down some general observations for ex-
plaining the doctrine deduced from the text;
«nd in doing so, I would observe, that all
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who pretend to an interest in the love of
God, or to have 1lis loving kindness before
their eyes, have not their :«:rés engaged to
a suitable obedience, for by manry this is
only falsely pretended. Multitudes, who
vainly imagine that they are the friends and
favorites of God, really are not; for by their
practices, by their every-day life and con-
versation, they plainly discover themselves
to be self-deceivers.  If thay do not walkin
Gud's truth ; if their steps are not order ed
aright in His word, it is most certain that
thev have not * IIis loving kindness before
their eyes.” If any man say, that he hax
found grace in the sigat of God, who malkes
little or no conscience of perfurming his
duly to God, we cannot help pronouncing
that the ¢ruth is not in him.  How vain and
foolish is it for any one to give the lie to his
own counscience, by professing to obey the
laws of God, when he knows for a certian
fact, that he is doing the contrary! To say
that I shall have peace at last among the re-
deemed. theugh I have no regard to holiness
in this life, and that God will reckon me
among His brightest jewels, though I lie still
wallowing i1t the mire of sin, i.s lmpudgntly
to give the lie to the whole Bible, as if we
knew the mind of Christ better than Himself.
Siuners that prophesy such smooth things to
themselyes, praphesy nothing but pernicions
deceits.  The foolish and sinful visions of
their own minds, will end in utter darkness
and ruin. They boast in their own imagin-
ation, that God is well pleased with them,
though they take no delight in serving Him
but all such boasting is vain, and their end
will discover them to be nothing else but
mere hypocrites. Again, all have not a full
and uninterrupted assurance of the ¢ loving
kindness of God,” who do nevertheless yield
the most unfeigned obedience to His laws.
Gud does not always put gladness into those
 bearts, where He puts His fear; nor does
i He alwayvs make is face to shine, where He
: hath restored His image. Though every
"one that is born of God dath .r:,'gkt; yet
| every such person does not certainly know,
i that His heavealy Father's heart is toward
him for good. Some may live under His
Frouns, that yet live under is authorily.
They may be grea: strangers to ‘‘rejoicing
in God,” and yet, for all that, will net re-
nounce their subjection to Him. Though
they want thelight of His countenance, yet
His law is a lamp to their feet.  This is the
case of those upright souls, who walk
| trembling after the Lord. They are ready
| cometimes"to call in *question the *loving
| kindness” of the T.ord, and to suspect that
' His tender mercies are quite shut up; yet,
| for all this, they are resolved to cleave to
Him, and to walk so as to please Hm},
though they may have no festimony of their
acceptableness to Him., The number of the
righteous is indeed very small in con.parison
of the wicked, but we should make them

|
|
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much fewer than they reelly are, if we ex-) condemning influence: fo that we are undat
clude these that are sometimes at least|the same obiigation to the practice of cur
destitute of Divine comfort. ‘The practice ' duty, a8 if we had no promised nssistance
of universal obedience is very vare; but aito enable us to the performance of i

strong and unshaken assurarce of faith is

Another observation I woukl make, for

rarer atill.  Again, The warmer our sense of | illustrating the doctrine in the text, is this:
“ God's loving kindness” is toward us, the|{That a sense of God's sovereignity and
livelier will our obedience be towards Him. | dominion over us, ought to bte a prevailing
‘There is, no doubt, some proportion between | motive to engage us to walk in Hix truth, or
the vigor of our service and our hopeful|to obey His commandments. Who can
prospect of s favor. Upon this account, | refuse to yield himself to God, that is
there is not only a difference, as to degrees | seriously convinced of His infinite right tn
of holiness amonyg saints themselves, because | command and governhim?  Who ean doubt
though they have all obtained like precious | His right to his service that considers he
faith, they have mot all obtained equal | owes his all to His bouunty and goodness?
measures of faith. But there is also a | He may justly challenge from us a/l that we
difference in the same persons at different | can do,—for both our beivg, and our active
seasons, according as they have more or less powers are from Ilim alone. He made us
of the comfortable apprchensions of the | for Himself, and we may as well disown His
Divine love and favor. - Though duty is not | being our creator, as to deny Him being our
tntermitied, nor ever should be for want of | Ruler and Governor. But what kind of
comfort, yet, in the enjoyment of comfort, | Ruler do we make Him, if we are not Hix
duty is always performed in a more active | servants to obey,—if a sense of Fis authority
and cheerful manner. Every christian has | and gooduess do not so effectually influence
his derk and gloomy, as well as his brieht | our minds as to bind us to His service and
and pleasant days; and this change, as to | obedience. Again, the consideration of the
his spiritual joy, will produce some alter- [-puiily of the precepts which God culls us
ation in the exercise of grace. The less | to observe, is a strong obligation on us to
sensible manifestations of God there are to | walk circumspectly in the way of His statutes.
the soul, the more sensible deadness there is | It was this that made the Word of God so
in holy duties. Our spirits are cast down | amiable and delightful to the pious Psalmist.
with heaviness, and we cannot soar on the | T hy word,” says he, “is very pure, there-
wings of delight, as at other times; but | fore thy servant loveth it.” It requires
when we recetrve the sight of a reconciled | nothing of us, but what is highly becoming
God inJesus Christ, this greatly enlarges the | us—it requires nothing but what it is our

heart, so that we can not only walk in God's

horor and our interest to comply with.

truth, but also run with cheerfulness in {There is such a real pleasure and delight
‘the way of His commandments. But though | attending the due exercise of religious duty,
a sense of God’s loving kindness be the | as none but such as are eutirely deprived of
chief motive and excitement to obedience, | every devout feeling, would desire o be
vet there is a necessity of obedience laid exempted from.  The Apostle Paul magni-
upon us, by virtue of the Djvine law, for | fies the holiness, the justice, and the goodness
the law is not made void through this faith, | of the Law of God: and upon that account
but is established by it. The law of God expresses his consent to it,,and his delight
reveals to us what we oupht fo do, and o {in it; and this will ever be the inward
sense of aninterest in His love gives us the | sentiment and feeling of every ome whose
greatest encouragement to the doing of it. | mind is truly mpressed with a sense of the
We are not the less, but the more obliged by { high value and importance of the Word of

this means to walk according to rule, and |

God, and who sincerely wishes to practice it,

that rule is “ The declared will of God.” iboth in heart and life. To all which, [

Though we are assisted to obey uzon Gospel

might briefly add, the consideration of the

principles, yet we are bound to obey on! reward promiscd to our obedienee here, and
account of the nrecept, which enjoins our | which is more especially reserved for our
obedience. No mere man was ever more | enjoyment hereafter. These are truly en-
influenced by grace than the Apostle Paul, | couraging thoughts, and should recommend
vet he professes, that he was not without | cur duty to us in the highest possible degree.
aw to God, but under ths law to Christ. ! The reward which attends the practice of our
We certainly owe the debt of service to God, | duty is great even here; the reward which
though Christ has discharged the debt of:is luid up, till we have finisied it, bestowed
sin. ~ He has fulflled the law for us in order upon ug through our Saviour's finished
to our justification, and yet we are to fulfil it | work, will be still greater hercafter; and
oursclees for evidencing our sanctflication. : this would not perhaps have been so far
'{'he moral law is still in force, as a rule of : revealed to us, if it had not been intended
life, for cur direction in duty, though Christ|as a spur to quicken our desires, und to
has so far abolished it, as to free believers | animate our endeavors afier the attainmcx}t
from the penalty of it. It still retains its|of it. “ Whatsoever therefore vedo, do it
commarding power, though it has lost its | heartily as unto the Lord: krowing that of
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the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the
inheritance,” and at last be found among the
happy number of those, who have had!
the “loving kincness of God always hefore .
their eyes,” and have not departed from the ;
paths of Ilis truth. |
- I now proceed in the second Flnce, to !
offer some arguments to prove and confirm i
the reality of this truth. It is very clear
and evident that 20 man has such a lively
sense of the loving kindness of God upon
his heart, as the penitent sinner on his
return to God; and therefore, it must cer-
tainly be a very powerful means to engage
us to a sincere and a universal obedience.
‘There is nothing that can be supposed to
work so powerfully upon the mind of an
awakened and relenting sir ner, as an affect-
ing sense of the Divine goodness and be-
niguity. He truly may be said to love much
because much has been forgiven him. When
Christ is about to be formed in the soul,
these discoveries of the grace of God tend
greatly to forward and promote it. If these
children of disobedience have been enemies
in their mind hitherto, they will not con-
tinve to be so any longer. If they have
done iniquity, they will do so nomore; they
will not go on in their trespasses after the
grace of God has been so graciously dis-
played in their remission and forgiveness.
‘The time of conversion is the time of love;
the time not only of God’s exércising, but
also of manifesting His loving kindness to
the tender hearted and relenting sinner, It
is indeed the power of the Holy Spirit that
impresses such a sense of the Sm'e and
favor of God upon the soul. Heis the Only
Author of it, and therefore it must quicken
to obedience. Dut this does not, in the
least, weaken the force of the present argu-
ment: for whatever may be the means or
instrument of conveying this Divine princi-
ple inte the soul, it will always have the
same influence and effect upon the gracious
feelings of a tender and devout heart. False
hopes and groundless comforts, which only
tend to the encouraging of sin, arise entirely
from ourselves, and from the suggestions of
the devil; bLut the consolations of God, |
which always produce holiness to the Lord,.
are fiom the influence of the Ioly Spirit.
As He works love to God in us, so He also
bears witness of God’s loving kindness to us.
As we cannot see the sun, but by his own
light, so we cannot see the face of God with
joy, but by a beam from Himself. We can
10 more know that God is at peace with us,
merely by our own understanding, than we
can reconcile ourselves to Him by the power
of owr own wild. The foolish sinner is hard
to be convinced, and the convinced sinner
refuses to be comforted. We are as far

from applying promises, as we are from,
hearkening to Precepts, and as we cannot be |
snbject to the law, so we can get no relief|
by the Gospel. The promises which declare |
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and confirm the law of God to us, are special
means of working holiness in our souls.
As they essure our deliverance from wrath,
so they promote our salvation from sin.
Divine promises not only tend to beget usto
a lively hope in the wmercy of God through
Jesus Christ; but they also help to produce
and maintain the life of every good disposi-
tion, They are the spiritual food of the
soul, which both nourishes our faith, and
strengthens us to obedience. We do not
indeed obtain any Gospel privilege by the
performance of duty—but duty is effectually
enforced by the enjoyment of Guspel
privileges. This is plainiy held forth to us
as the way and method in which God first
works upon us, and enables us to work i
conjunction with the aid of His Holy Spirit.
¢ Having therefore these promises,” sa)s
Paul, (2 Cor. vil. 1.) “let us cleanse our-
selves from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of the
Lord.” The promise of God’s being a re-
conciled Father to us is a stronger induce-
ment to purify ourselves, and to be followers
of Him, than any threatening of His being
an Avenger ; and thus, the promises of Grace
animate the soul to duty; and when we thus
see the goodness of the Lord, it is a strong
encouragment to walk in His truth, Again,
a lively sense of the loving kindness of God
will create in us a more perfect hatred of sin,
and a femrful dread of falling inte His dis-
pleasure. Nothing can more sensibly affect
a grateful mind than the remission of punish-
ment we have justly deserved. Ddivine re-
conciliation fo us stirs up in us the greatest
hatred against our vices. When we know
that God is reconciled to us, it makes us
loathe and ahhor ourselves the more in
remembrance of the evils we have done.
If He pardons transgression, the pardoned
transgressor fixes his eye upoa the sin with
greater indignation, and resolves to practice
it no more.  David’s sin was ever before him.
though the prophet Nathan had told him
from God, that his sin was forgiven. A
sinne  is never so odious in his own sight, as
when .e is persuaded of his being precious
iu the sight of God. How greatly does
Paul aggravate the abomination of his
pharisaical state,when he knew himself to he
beloved of God, and established in Jesus
Christ? With what humble penitence does
he bewail what he once was, after he had
obtained mercy and forgiveness of the Lord?
We do not love the prospect of our own
vileness, by having the kindness and love of
God before our eves, but we sec it the
better. His gracious forgiveness kindles in
our hreasts a burning zeal and revenge
azainst those sins, from which we are ab-
solved, and consequently proves a strong
inducement to our obedience. DBut, I said
likewise, that a failing sense of «he love of
God towards us is apt to beget in us a great
fear of falling under His just displeasure.
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The fear of fulling under the displeasure of
Giod, to which good men are often linble, is
experienced only in this world. aud not in
the next. That seeming displeasure which
God sometimes exercises towards His own,
is not the same with thot which comes
upon the childven of disobedience. We
must not confound the temporal hidings of
God’s countenance, with everlasting ~des-
truction from His presence. Now when the
soul is kept under this fear of the Divine
displeasure, it is a powerful means of
obedience ; and when the loving kindness of
God is clearly perceived by the soul, this
fear wili certainl;y prevail, and will produce
a sincere respect to every one of God’s com-
mandments, They who have felt the effects
of God’s displeasure, and are made sensible
of is love, will be careful to avoid the oue,
and to preserve the other. Who are so
likely to be afraid of receiving a spirit of
bondage again, as they who have already
felt it? and who are so careful of interrupt-
ing their communion and fellowship with
God, as they who have tasted 1he sweet en-
Jjoyment of this invaluable blessing? Aad,
therefore, who are so anxious and solicitous
to preserve the possession of so precious a
privilege, by walking circumspectly in the
way of truth, which affords so much pleasure
and delight? He therefore that hath the
loving kindness of God always before his
eyes, will be rendered most capable of resist-
ing the temptations and allurements of the
world, which he knows are but too apt to
seduce him from the path of duty. An

abiding sense of the love of God upor the
heart, will arm him against the seductive
power of every false and delusive ;leasure;
and will enable him to walk closely with|
God, so as neither to forfeit His favor, nor
provoke His displeasure. The frowns of
the world indeed too often affect the human
mind, and turn men oside from their
obedience; but a due apprehension of the
love of God is a good security against this
temptation also. The belief of God’s being
recouciled to us, and a conviction that His
loving countenance is reconciled to us, is
quite sufficient to enable us to overcome
every trial which may full to our lot. It
matters not who they are, that are against
us; nor what they can do against us, so long
as we know that God is on our side. This
pleasing consideration gives a relish to life,
and sweetens all its enjoyments. Life is in-
deed the greatest, and the most desirable of
all temporal blessings; and nothing can
exceed it but the favor of God, our life: for
the Psalw st affirms that “ His favor is
better than life.”  Who would not then pre-
fer this loving kindness of God to his own
life, which hangs continually in doubt before
him, and of which he can have no assurauce ;
when he knows that the living God is Lis
certa’n portion, and his eternal reward?
Who would not freely yield up and parg with
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his life, rather than forfeit the loving kind-
ness of God, and incur the everlasting effects
of His wrath and displeasure?

The lastargument I shall offer to prove the
argumentin the text is this: That the fear of
deathis often a very dangerous and hurtful
snare,which can scarcely be overcome without
a lively sense of the favour and loving kind-
ness of God impressed upon the mind, and
prevailing in the heart. Death, which will
separate the soul from the body, is the lion
in the way, which discourages and frightens
many from the discharge of difficult and
hazavdous duties. Thousands, through a
simple cowardice, have rather .cho_sen to
shipwreek their faith, and prostituté their
conscience, than mingle their blood with
theic sacrifices.  But they who have the
comforts of Goil to delight their souls, are
more willingly brought to meet the King of
Terrors. If God cause His face to shine,
what should hinder our cheerful descent into
the valley of the: shadow of death? It
matters not when, or in what manner we go
down to the grave, if the presence of God
goalong with us, and if He enlightens our
darkness with the light of Iis countenance.
Some persons are happy at the hour of death
in the friendship of those who have been dear
to them in life; but what is this compared
with the loving kindness of God, whjch srmlgs
upon us with complacency, and inspires us in
our last moments with ineffiable joy and de-
light? Who would not then earnestly wish
for and desive toenjoy so invaluable a blessing
and privilege in his last extremity—in his
awful conflict with the power of death, and
the terrors of the grave? Nowis the time
to prepare for this unavoidable event, and
to lay up provision for our comforiable sup-

' port, when.we arc about to enter upon this

dreary journey. Let us ever remember, the
most effectnal method and way to secure the
aitainment of this happy enjoyment is to
caltivate an interest in the favor aud loving
kindness of God, by a sincere and impartial
obedience to all His holy and righteous com-
mandments, and by a stronz and saving faith
in Jesus Christ. This,and thisalone will fortify
our minds with consolation and hope in the
most trving moments of life, and will enable us
io passthro’thatdark and formidable valley of
death without fear or dismay, in the comfort-
able assurance of the divine presence, and the
joyful hope of the Holy Spitit fo strengthen
and establish oar faith, and to conduct. us in
neace and safeiy to the everlasting regions of
happiness and glory. Inow proceed to make
some applicaiion and improvement on what
has been already said on this subject. And,
in he first place, i our obedience to the com-
maads of God be excited by a sense of His
loving kindness {owards us—theu {fus should
certainly induce us io stady, by every meauns
in our power, to strengihen our inieresi in
His favor,—and to labor after larger measures
and degrees of it. At the same ume we
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~%ould be careful not to abuse the manifesta-
vons of | is loving kindneks by making it the
souree cithes of cirnal security or indalgence
in sin.  They who have the loving kindness
of God habitully in view will take no en-
courngament from thence to set any wicked
think before them, for sin tends to cloud the
light of the divine countenance in which we
rejoice:  IF God be well pleased with us, it
lays us w der the stronger obligation to walk
worthy of Him, How absurd is it to say—
“that when God communicates His thoughts
of griace, the heart is emboldened to new acts
of disobed ence ?—as if men should lay aside
the fear of Giod hieeause the seeret of the Lord
is with them that fear Him:—or, as if the
spirit of adoption took men off from obed-
wnce to God, when they are called to be
«followers of Him as dear children.” The
grace of God in us is a comforting evidence
of His love to us. Though holy walking is
no foundation of trust, yet we may look upon
it 8s a token for good. = Itis said of the way
of holires, #That the redeemed shall walk
therein.” IF God enables us to make straight

patks for cur feet, it is a sure sign that Hel

hath set His heart upon us. Again, the
christian life is as far from being uncomfort-
able as from being irregular. What greater
pleasure can there be than to be constantly
influenced by the loving kindness of God to
serve and obey Ilim. A dull and sad dis-
position does not belong to real christianity.
* Light is sown for the righteous, and glad-
ness for the upright in heart.” Though
Cain's countenance fell—Abel’s race may lift
up their heads with joy. If there be any
consolation in Christ—they that are J7is have
cause to rejoice with exceeding joy,—because
in Him dwelleth all that fulness which we
cither want or desire. His love is everlast-
ing and unchangeable,—no creature can
separate us from it. 'I'he anger of God is
transient—but FHis love is permanent. The
time will come when God will be angry no
more—but the time will never come when He
will be favorable no more. Let us therefore
take the comfort of these things to ourselves,
—let our faith feed upon them,—and let us
improve them for our daily progress in virtue
and advancement in holiness. If we desire
8? increase of virtue—let us study an inereage

o8
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ohedience :—if we covet a greater fulness
of joy—let us lahor after a higher exercise of
grace. Let us walk before God every day
and every hour in fear and with a perfect
heart, anu let us make conscience of opeying
the truth while here, that at last we may re-
ceive that divine and transporting approba-
ilon, “ Well done, good and faithful servant,
enter ye into the joy of your Lord.” DBat, as
there is still a hazerd of roming short of the
heavenly inheritance, while we sojourn in
ihese frail and mortal bodies, let us take care
not to forfeit our hopes of this blessed enjoy-
ment by a vain trust in our own righteous-
ness. Let our joy be always seasoned with
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caution and diffidence, and with a holy fem
and dread of our falling off from our ated-
fastness in the faith,  Let us avoid. therefore,
all confidence in the flesh. as a fatal hinder
anee to spirtual jov.  Lrail and weak indeed
would bLe the foundution if our hopes of
abiding in the favor of God were built upon
the best of our duties and performances.  In
God, therefore, let us repose all our trust.
To Him let us aserite ul} the merit of our
security, and then may we boldly triumph iu
the language of inspiration—< Although the |
fig tree shall not blossom, nor any fruit be
found in the vines, yet we will rejoice in the
Lord and joy in the God of our salvation."

Amen.
e Fouthly Recary,
oc*ro:ggi, 18€7. '

W publish in the present No. a sermor
bearing on Foreign Missions. It is well
worthy of a careful perusal, and it is all the
more entitled to attention, from the fact that
it is the production of one who had been,
and who still continues to be, a missionary,
in connection with the Reformed Presbyter-
ian Church of Scotland, on the Island of
Aneiteum, New Hebrides. In connection’
with our own Foreign Mission Scheme, to
which all our congregations will soon be ask-
ed to contribute, the statements illustrated
and the views enforced in the sermon cannot
fail to interest our readers.

On this subject of Missions we ask atten:
tion here to a few remarks. We ask each
individual to ponder well the great commis.
sion given by our Lord to his Apostles:
“ Go yeinto all the world, .and preach the
Gospel to every creature,” or as it is moze
fully expressed in St. Matthew: “ Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the TFather, and of the
Sou, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them
to obzerve all things whatsoever I have com-
randed you; and, lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world” When
a particular Church sends out missionaties,
it prescribes a limited field and promises
support for g limited time. But when the
risen Redeemer gives to his Aposgles the
great commnission, he tells them that the
field is the world, and the promise is for all
time. Go ye into all the world”—* Lo, I
am with you alway.”

The narrative of the carrying out of this
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commission, the account of the first Foreign
Mission is to be found in the 13th chapter of
the Acts. In verses 1-4 we have the pro-
ceedings of the first Foreign Mission Board,
and the sending forth from Autioch of the
first missionaries, Barnabas and Saul. From
this inspired narrative learn four things:

1. Learn and mark how these Christians
at Antioch were engaged when the oppor-
tunity was afforded and the call addressed to
them, to enter on the field of missions. We
read that “ they ministered to the Lord and
fasted.” Special religious services were be-
ing held, and special prayers were being of-
fered ; these prayers were not unanswered,
these services were not in vain. “ As they
ministered to the Lord und fasted, the Moly
Ghost said, * Separate me Barnabas and
Saul for the work whereunto X have ealled
them.”

2. Learn that human agency is the appoint-
ed means, the Church is the appointed in-
strurrentality for evangelizing the world.
From the Spirit came the divine call and the
divine command—by that Church the com-
mend is to be obeyed, and that call carried
into effect. And forasmuch as the means
have been but sparingly used, can we won-
der that the success of Missions has hitherto
bcen comparatively trifling. Leaving out of
view Apostolic times, it is only some 60 or
70 years since the Christian Churches of
Lurope went in earnest into the mission
feld, or rather they can scarcely be said to
have entered it in earnest yet. Even now
Christians are by no means fully alive to
their duty and their responsibility in this
matter. Hear how the Zimes characterizes
the conduet of Christian Britain: ¢ For any
purpose that can claim a shadow of duty, or
achance of success, the nation will lavish
millions, but as for our faith we leave iv to
take its chance, or fling it an occasional sov-
2reign, as we do a copper to a questionable
beggar.” This testimony is only too true.

3. Lewrn thatgifted and educated wmen are
reeded for this work. Such were Saul and
Barnabas, and happily, such, too, in a large
number of instances, though not in all, have
the missionaries of the modern Christian
Church been. Piety is indispensable A
gifted mind, talents of a high order, prudence
and sagacity are eminemly desirable in addi-
tion,—perhaps we should say are indispensa-
ble, tao. )

.4 Learn the importance of holding Mis-
sionary Meetings, and communicating Mis-
sionary intelligence to the people. When
Paul and Barnabas returned to Antioch, we
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read (chap. xiv, 27.) “They gathered the
Chureh together, and rehearsed all that God
had done with them, and how he had opened
the door of faith unta the Gentiles.” Re-
hearsal of missionary work is profitable.
Perhaps even in our prenching we should
have not only the wondrous story of the
Cross, but also alittle more of the wondrous
triumphs of the Cross. Certainly oll chris-
tian people should avail themselves of the
opportunities afforded by the periodicals of
their own and of other Churches for gaining
information and watching the progress mads
by missions throughout the world. Week-
night meetings for the purpose might alse
profimbly take the place, at intervals, of the
ordinary prayer meetings, & practice follow-
ed with much advantage, by many ministers.
By these means a more enlightened and a
more zealous missionary spirit might be dif-
fused, and the prayer, “ Thy kingdom come,”
more earnestly, more perscveringly and more
universally offered.

¢ Pity the natiors O onr Gad,
Constrain the earth to eome,
Send thy victorous word abroad,
And bring the stranger home.
¢ We long to.sre the truth preveil,
That all the chosen race,
May =ith one voice and heart and soul,
Sing thy redeeming grace.”

ORRENY ——

COLONTAL MISSIONS.
< (From the H. and F. Missionary Record.)

MAURITUS.

Our latest intelligence from our brethren
in the Mauritius will be read with no com-
mon interest. They have been labouring for
months amid the heait-sickening scenes of
one of the most destructive epidemicd that
ever visited any place. Mr, M'Irvine writea:

1 ought to have written to you before tha
General Assembly met, but I was preveated,
owing to the sad state in which everrbcdy
and everything has been here for several
manths past. A very fatal epidemic fever
(bilious remittent) has bern raging since the
New Year, and though much abated, ita
ravages have not yvet ceased. It has been
principally confined to Port Louis, in which
alone the daily mortality for some time ex-
ceeded 300. You will see from the ¢ Over-
land,” which I send you by this mail, that the
mortality in four months amounted to 27,981,
i.e., from 1st February to 31st May. The
fever began a little before the New Year, and
notwithstanding our present favourable conl
weather, the average death-rate since the 1st
inst. has been 76 daily in Port Louis. Al-
together, since its commencement, the epide-
mic has carried of 35,000.

No class has been exempt, and in many
cases whole families have been exterminated;
There are perhaps not twenty Europeans whe
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have to plod in Port Louis who have not
been nttacked, and, what is the direst aspect |
of the disease~especially 10 the poor—it re- |
turns again and again for months together to
those who have been once afficted. Mr.
Wilson had a sharp artack in February, with !
n very fuvourable recovery.
has been graciously preserved hitherto, and'
few European families have suffered so little
as my owa.

What with dearth of provisions last year,
a long disastrous drought, causing the riin
of many planters in the district, and a reduc-
tion in the crop throughout the whole Island,
and the ravages of this fever, the colony is
in a very depressed state. Many of our;
medical men fear that the fever, after a lull
during the ccld months may break out afe ~h.
God forbid such a calamnity, which would
utterly ruin the colony. The Govern-
ment, already greatly embarrassed would cer-
tainly succumb. I am disposed to think that
the fever, even though it continne steadily to
abate, is destined to carry of many thousands
more of our improvident working classes,
who, from being unalle to earn wages, have
no pieans of subsistence, far less of resisting
the fever.

All revenues, even those of Government,
have been dried up since January. No
schools or classes have been open, and tte
attendance at church has been extremely
small. Ministers have been occupied princi-
pally in nursing, and trying to save the livee
of the helpless sick; and in this, by aight
and by day, Mr, Wilson has assisted me with
the energy and courage of a faithful servant
of the Lord.

PORTLAND, ST. JOHN, N. B,

We abridge from the local newspaper the
following gratifying intelligence of the com-
mencement of the building of a new church
in Portland, the suburb of St, John, where
the Rev. Mr. Caie has carried on his work
with so remarkable assiduty and success :—

The foundation-stone of St. Stephen’s
church was laid with all the honours and for-
malities of the masonic brotherbood. On
reaching the church, the crowd which had as-
sembled was very large, perhaps as many as
four or five thousand. A string of flags, con-
sisting ot union-jacks, St. Andrew’s crosses,
&e., was suspended over the main entrance
by which the brotherhood had to pass. A
couple of union-jacks likewise floated directly
above the site of the stone, which is in the
south-east corner of the building, Ibside of
the foundation walls was erected a gallery, on
which were seated the children of tha Sab-
bath-school in connection with the Rev. Mz,
Caie’s charge. After the brotherhood had
got all arranged in the proper order, these
children, under the direction of their inde-
fatigable teacher, Mr. ‘Ames, struck up a
hymn, which they sang in & most effective
and impressive manner, Preparations were

" were poured on the stone,
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then made to complate the work for which
the masonic frateraity had met. ‘The Rev.
De. Donald delivered an impressive dedica-
tory prayer, after whicn corn, wine, and oil
The Rev, Mr.
Caie then delivered an ..ddress at consider-

My own health { able length to the sarrounding brethern and

others assembled. The ceremony was con-
cluded by the Sabbath-school children sing-
ing a doxology, in which they were joined by
the band.

CANADA WEST.

As a specimen of work done in those sce-
nes of missionary labour for which the Col-
onial Committee arv anxiously lovking for

! efficient men, the substance of a recent report

may be taken. We give it anonymously,
that tne anonymous character of the state-
ment may aid the generalisation by which
we believe it may bs made to apply to many
similar spheres of useful labour in the Do-
minion of Canada. When the wmissionary
arrived at the two stations to which he was
appointed, he found them ia a state of utter
ecclesinstical disorganization. A fuw, how-
ever, were found adhering to the Church, and
they formed the nucleus of the work done by
our missionary. Under the blessing of God,
the numbers in attendance on our mission.
ary’s ministrations steadily increased. At
the principal station elders were ordained,
and managers appointed, to superintend the
secular affairs of the congregation. The con-
gregation was divided into a:corresponding
number of sections, with an elder and a
manager assigned o each, the sessjon meet-
ing generally once a month, when each elder
gave in a verbal report of his section. The
whole congregational machinery at this stu.
tion is now In harmonious working order.
So much for the one station. The o.hers
had been but recently reclaimed from the
forest. Stumps and log huts meet the eyt
at every step. Corduroy bridges or roads
penetrate their swamps for many miles
‘I'nese roads ere formed of round logs closely
laid togeiher, good enough for pedestrians,
passable on horseback, but the most uncom-
for'able conceivable in a wheeled vehicle,
In spring, when the snow is melting, these
swainps are Sccded, and have the appearance
of a forest growing out of a lake, The cor-
duroy roade are then all afloat, quite impas-
sable for horses, and exceedingly unpleasant,
often dangerous to foot passengers ; yet with
all these disadvantages, the people contrive
to make themselves very comfortable. They
have built a neat church. Elders and man-
agers, as in the other station, were appointed
here. 'I'h¢ missionary preached alternately
at each of the stations, and the congregations
united for the dispensation of the commun-
ion, when some of those who communicated
tor the first time were * well stricken in age,”
and many had no opportunity of communi+l
cating in the Lord’s Supper for many years.
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FI.OODS IN NEW SOUTH WALES.

The Melbourne Argus gives the following
account of some of the incidents connectzd
with the very disastrous floods of which in-
telligence has recently reached us from Aus-
tralia.

The calamity which has overtaken ocur
neighbours in two ot the most fertile and
flourishing valleys in New South Wales, is
oue waich forcibly apveals to our sympaih-
ies, and deserves to be promptly njlevizued
by the aid of our fellow-colonists in all parts of
Australia. Hundreds, it may be thousands of
becsi 18 have been suddenly involved in ruin.
Lhe town of Windsor which is built upon a
hill of sufficient elevation to enable the in-
habitants of the higher portions to command
a fine prospect of the surrounding country,
and which contained 2000 inhabitants, has
been completely submerged, with the excep.
tion of four little isolated eminences. Arouud
these spread a vast sheet of turbid wster,
many miles wide, and roaring downwards to
¢he sea, about 140 miles distant, at the rate
of from six to eight miles an hour. The
standing crops of maize, the young wheat
crops, the stacked and garnered produce of
the last season, the live stock, the merchan-
dise of the storekeeper, the furniture and
weariog apparel of people in every grade of
life, have been involved in one indiscriminate
and appallivg ruin. In the main thorough-
fare of Windsor itself the water wus fifteen
or sixteen feet deep, and rose above the lofty
telegraph posts. From the outlying vil-
lages and scattered farms there is reason to
fear afflicting intelligence will be received as
soon as the subsidence of the flood shall have
vendered them visible. At the village of
Corawallis, a man named Alfred Norris,
in the extremity of his desperation, had
climbed up & willow tree, to the branches of
which he had lashed his wife and two chil-
dven, while he held a third aloft to protect it
from the rising waters. The scene as des-
caribed, seems to have resembled in its tragic
pathos one of the incidents of the universal
doluge depicted by Gustave Dore. Fortun-
ately, rescue cams to the brave man at the
very moment when his strength was suc-
cumbing to exhausiion, and when the greedy
torrent was struggling to suck him down,
Another episode of a tatal character, and full
of circumstances of touching interest, is re-
ported to have occurred at the same place,
Two brothers, farmers, named Eather, had
clambered on to *he roofs of their houses,
with their wives and children, the latter
eeven in number, and looked wistfully
abroad over tne waste of water for some sign
of deliverance. None came. 'I'he remorse-
less flood continued to rise with awful steadi-
tess until their resting place became uaten-
ible, and the two mothers and ten of the
thildren were swept away, to wrestle fora
f:w moments iz the aguny of despair with
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ths impetuous flood, and then to disappear ;
the two husbands succeeded in saving their
own lives and the life of one litle boy by
swimming to o willow troe, from which they
| were eventually token off in a boat.  When
the impousibility of escape became apparent
to one of the poor wemen, her sole a-xiety
was directed to the safety of her hushand.
She accepted her doom, but she implured
him 10 make a final effort for hisown prese:~
vation. The pathos of fact transcends the
nuthos of ficrion, and the speechless anguish
of Uglino, as he saw his sons drop round him
one by one, in the tower of Pisa, would be
feeble by comparison with the unapeakable
affiiction of the fathers as they wutched,
without the power to prevent, the overwhelm -
icg destruction of every member of their re-
spective households, with one exception only,
and felt the sense of helplessness and the con-
sciousness of isolation growing with the
gathering tempest and the swelling flood.

The inundation appears to have taken
place with a startling abiuptness which af-
forded no time for forethought, and admitted
no opportuailies of precaution. It had rain-
ed heavily on Tuesday and Wednesday week,
but on the next day ihe 1ain descended in a
cataclysm (deluge). Like thehigh tide upon
the coast of Lincolushire, in the year 1571 —

¢ The feet had hardly time to flee
Before it break against the knee,
And all the world was in the sea.”

By nightfall the whole countrv-side was
under water ; the howling wind, the driving
rain, and the dense darkness, increasing the
sufferings and magnifying the terrors of those
who had clustered on the roofs of their dwell-
ing hounses in the almost forlorn hope of suc-
cour. At one place, called M'Grath’s Hill,
nearly eighty men, women, and children were
thus huddled together in some lofts. They
succeeded in striking 2 light, and this, faint
as it was, attracted the atiention of one ot
the policc boats, ahout three o’clock in the
morning. The sufferers were rescued in two
detachments, and the second had been scarce-
ly taken from its precarious refuge before the
building was submerged.
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Monthly Notes of Missionary and Religioug
Intelligence.
( From the H. & F. Missionary Record)
INDIA MISSION.

Three hative ministers have applied for or-
dination to the Presbytery of Calcutia, We
give in full the applications of thess native
ministers, as we ore sure the Church will read
them with the appreciation and interest they
deserve :—

o THE MODERATOR OF THE CALCUITA-

PRESBYTERY.

CALCUTTA, 20th December 1866,

REV. AND DEAR SIR,~] have the honour

to submit this my second applicatiou to the
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Caleutta Prosbytery for being set apart for
the holy ministry.

Having seriously and praverfully consider-
ed the momentous question of the entire con-
sceration of myself to the Lord’s work, I em-
brace this favorable opportunity to offer again
iy humble services to the Church, with the
hope that ere long I may be commissioned to
vroclatm the unsearchable riches of Christ to
wy benighted covntrymen. I have alonging
desire to dedicate all my powers to this poble
work, which aims at the annihilation of all
idolatry, superstition, and sin, and which has
for its end the establishment of the kingdom
of God from pole to pole. What language
can express the grandeur and glory of the
mighty plau of salvation which was matured
i1 the Eternal Mind before the fouundation of
the world, and which began to discover jtself
like the dim dawn in the horizon of time, af-
ter the full of man, whose recovery, through
the promised seed of the woman, was publish-
ed in Paradise by God bimself{ The won-
drous scheme of man's redemption began to
grow clearer and brighter as the advent of
the Mesiah drew nearer. A unoble army of
patriarchs, priests, and prophets, “ whose
souls were lighted with wisdom from on high,”
lived and died—preached, wrote, and suffer-
ed for the spread of the knowledue of salva-
tion in the world. The incarnation, crucifix-
ion, resurrection, and ascensien of the Sun of
God, advanced this mighty plan to its culmi-
nating point. The former ages lsoked for-
ward to it, and the latter ages look back up-
ou it with wonder and admiration. * Jesus
Chridt, and Him crucified,” is the theme of
themes which shall employ the noblest pow-
er8 of men and angels to all eternity. This
is the Light which is to chase away all hea-
then darkness ; and the Church has teen com-
missivned to carry this light—to procluim
this love of God to the farthest ends of the
earth.

God in great mercy has visited India with
His salvation. He has opened the heart of
Christendom to pity and help her. The her-
alds of the Cross from England, Scotland,
acd other Protestant countries, have brought
the Gospel to our duvors ; and the God cf mis-
sions has crowned their self-denying labours
with sume degree of success alteady, so that
they cun count a few converts here and there
s the first-fruts of 2 glorious haivest which
shall cover the land from Comorin to Hima-
{aya; It becomes us Hindoo converts to res-
pond to the cail of the Church, and to under-

take the rescue of immortal souls * perishing |

for lack of knowledge.”

Gratitude to God for all the blessings of
the Gospel, and the unspeskable pleasure of
saving souls, move me to desire to enroll my-
self as a missicnary of the Cross. If the
Church of Scotland deign 1o accept the ser-
vices of one so unworthy as I am, most hap-
py shall I be to pass the remainder of my life
as one of her agents.
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In conclusion, let me solicit, reverend sie,
the favor of your recommendation to ths
Presbvtery, and, through them, to the For-
eign Mission Committee,—I have the honcr
to be, Sir, your most obedient and humble
Servant, GorauvL CausNper Lana.

Weekly routine of my Labors.

Three days I intend to preach the Gospel
in our Mission Cbapel. .

Two days I intend to visit the edueated
and uneducated Hindoos and Mokammme.
dans of Caleutta. :

‘I'wo days I intend to go to the suburbs to
preach the Gospel.

I intend to have a Bible-class in my house
two days,

I intend also, when oppnrtunity offers, to
visit the Debating Clubs in Caleutta.

Goravr Cuusper Laga.
To THE MODERATOR OF THE PRESBYTERY
or CaLcuTra.
Browanirong, December 21, 1866.

REVEREND SIR,—As the zealous people of
Scotland who earnestly wish the conversion
of India are desirous of establishing a Native
Christian ministry, I beg respectfully to re.
quest that you will make known to the Pres.
bytery my desire to be taken on trials as can-
didate for ordination.

It is a matter of great rejeicing to me whea
Ilearn that people living so far from this
1.nd of darkness are so very anxious to im-
part to it the light of the Gospel. Indeed, I
kave abundant reessons to render grateful
thanks to those missionaries who have coms
from Europe and America to greach the truth
as it is in Jesus. Although these devoted
men are so sedulously eugaged in their laboy
of love, still I believe there is great need of
raising a native ministry in Iadia; not only
because it Is very difficult to have from for-
eign lands many truly heavenly-minded and
devoted men, able and willing to lubor as.
missionaries in this tropical country, but also
because experience, observation, and ecclesi-
astical history, go to prove the fact that na.
tives, and natives alone, of a country, dre its
best evangelisers and reformers. For none
can dispute that it pleased Jehovah to reform,
nay, 1o set the foundation of a lasting spirit-
uel kingdom in Germeny by Luther and Mel
anchthon, in Switzerland by Beza and Calvin,
in England by Cranmer and Ridley, in Scot-
land by Knox and Melville, who were no for-
eign but native agents, raised for the gloricus
work in which they were engaged. The sd-
vantages and facilities which nauves have
over foreigners in communicating Gospel
truth must be admitted by all. Besides the
country of India is so vast, and its pupulation
80 great, that to expect its evangelisation
turough foreiga instrumentality would be to
expect what 18 not warranted by history or
the experience of mankind, Hence the great
need of the establishment of a native Chris-
tian ministry for carrying-the Gospel tidiogs
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to the mass of the people, the majority of
whom can never be-brought within the pre.
cincts of those educationsl establishments
which have been founded for a.sseminating
Gospel truth aleng with Western literature
and scierce,

Whoever reflects on the real spiritual state
of Indie must weep over her us the Lord
wept over Jerusalem s sheis in the gall of
bitterness and unbeliefs she is a stranger to
God and grace; she is dead-—dead to God,
dead in sin, spiritually dead altogether. er
children who call themselvea educated are
tast advancing in the path of reckless infidel-
ity. Some of them, led by misdirected zeal,
have adopted Brahmaism, one of the phases
of modern infidelity, asthe true religion of
the Deity 5 others bave begun to imbibe the
notions and principles of Andrew Jackson

, and ecther American spiritualists ; and others,
agein, not knowing, or not caring to know,
what the truth of God is, have taunched their
bark into the sea of utter scepticism. The
nsass of the people are influenced by manifold
superstitions; guided by blinded faith and de-
basing idolatry. Alas!-a]l, all are rapidly
marching in the broad road to destruction !

Ah, then, what.a necessity, what a crying
necessity there is in India for bands of faith-
iul preachers to proclaim to the captives of
Satan the tidings of liberty to be obtained
trom the Prince of Peace! ¢ The harvest
truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few.”

That the people of Beotland may know
who J am, allow me to say 8 few worda re-
garding myself. Iam a convert from the
nigh caste Koolin Brahmans. My obliga-
tions to the missionaries of the Crurch of
Scotland, as well as to the ministers of St.
Aandrew’s Church are irdeed very great. The
spiritual henefits 1 have derived from their
instructions are always foremast in my heart.
I was for nine years a teacher and preacher
of the Gospel at Ghospara, and had my sup-
port from St. Stephen’s Congregation in
Edinburgh. Some of the journals of my la-
bors are to be found i the Home and For-
eign Misccnary Record, from 18435 to 1834.
‘The first convert that the Lord gave to my
labors was bapiised by the Rev. James Ogil-
vie in 1852. 'T'his ‘convert is mow employ-
¢d in teaching and preaching the’ Gospél. 1
am well known to Dr. Charles and the Rev.
Messrs. Ogilvie, Herdman, Anderson, ang
Henderson. I have been a communijeant in
the Scotch Church for 21 years. 1 have been !
teaching and preaching the Gospel for 231
years. Now the desire of my heart is to be
set apert to the ministry, and to be exclusive-
ly employed in preaching the Gospel to my
benighted countrymen. As Caleutta is the
ctntre whence chiefly diverges all the good
that can be vt served in the various zillahs of
Bengal, I want to confine my labors to this
<ity and its auburbs. The population of
ihese places is about a million ; and the num-
ber of preachers, both foreign and native, is
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very small, and quite inadequate to the resl
need that exists, Conceatration of strength
is indispensable in Caleutta, Here there is
great need of preaching, of daily and contin-
ual preaching, and of the exertion of every
kind of missionary effort. Heve are to be
found ample scope and field for the engage-
ment of scores of zealous and able lsborers.

I intend to preach two days a-week in our
Bengali chupel in Cornwallis Square ; to visit
two days the educated Baboos of Calcutta for
religious conference ; to preach one day in the
suburbs of Calcutta, and another day in any
convenient part >f the city. Much of the
time I would be at home would he employed
in preparing for the day’s duty,dn speaking
to inquirers, und in writing such baooks, traets,
sormons, and lectures, as I would think ne-
cessary, and as would tend to further the
cause of Christ.

In conclosion, T particularly request yeu,
vour fellow-presbyters, and the whole Churel,
to pray for me, that the Lord may graciously
qualify me to preach the Gaspel faithfully,
and to make me an instrument in His hand
to briog the sinful toJesus the Friend of sic-
ners.—With best respects, I remain, ever
obediently, vours,

Tara OuHARANA BaNERIESA,
Assistant Professor in the Cathedral Missivn
College, Calcutta.

To TiIE MODERATOR OF THE PRESBYTERY
or CaLcurra.

CaLCUTTA, December 24, 1566.

REVEREND Sir,—Eleven years ago I ven-
tured to torward tu the Preshytery aun appi-
caiion to be ordained as a missionary to iny
counirymen. For various reasons, whicn
need not here be enumerated, the Presbytery
came to the conclusion that they were not
then in 2 position to comply with my reques:.
I acquiesced at once in these reasons; but }
still entertained the hope that the time might
come when these difficultius might be sur-
mounted, and the Presbytery enabled to ar-
rive at a different decision.

From several statements which [ have late-
ly seen, I observe that there is an intense de-
sire on the part of the Church at home thas
qualified converts should be ordained to the
work of pastors and missionaries. This cir-
cumstance .induces me now 10 Tenew my re-
quest that the Preshytery will be pleasid to
ordain me os a missionary pastor.

1 have been long known 'to all the members
of Presbytery ; I need not, therefore, enver -
to any particulars regarding myself, 1 may
just mention that, should the Prestytery be
pleased o ordain me, I shall devote a consi-
derable portion of mytime to laboring among
those who are already Chmistinns. I will try
to build up, more and wmere, the Christian
congregation to which ¥ have acted as pustor
and regularly ministered ever sinee its forma-
tion.

‘I'his wiil render my work somewhat diffze-
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eat from that of my two friends who, along
with mysetf, are candidates for ordination.
At present they can only act as missionaries
to *he unconverted. .But ¥ should wish to be
specially ordsined as pastor to the npative
Christian congregation.—J am, Reverend Sir,
your faithful Servant,
Birro CHURN CHUCKERBUTTY.

e

ON PUBLIC PRAYER.

——
20 the Editor of the Monthly Record :

Sir,—You have asked me to contribute
something to the “Record.” I have nothing
at present that I can write upon so season-
able a3 Prayer in the Sanctuary. Perhaps,
without presumption, I may deliver my
sentiments upon this subject, and without
more preface, express my thoughts upon the
evil complained of, and upon the remedy re-
quired.

First—It is complained that the public
services ldck devotion, or such devotien as
inspires the heart of the worshipper. The
prayers are cold and flat, (it is said,) and oo
the part of some, this service is burried over,
and of others is degenerating into a formal
exercise, Hence devotion grows not, and
dissatisfaction arises.

With some ministers, the prayers are too
long, or out of place; Theology is dragged
in by others, and it is preaching rather than
prayer, or verbosity and long winded har-
angzues; anc hence ensues little or no
edificationi. In consequence, some ministers
would regard this exerciae as buta preface to
the sermon that is to follow, and to give
their hearers an intellectual treat they bend
all their energies, and the evils of this course
are apparent; devotion dies out like a Hame
unfed, and a craving for intellectual gratifi-
cation takes iis place, the Sanctuary is un-
refreshing and the house of God not frequent.
ed, unless certain men and displays are
expected, and thus it is we descend in the
scals.

But it was not ajways so. At no very dis-
taut date, prayer held a very important place
in the Sanctuary, and was a power. The
prayers of sonte ministers shot up to Heaven
like a star, and made the path 'uminous;
oiners held near fellowship, and like the
lightning rod, brought down the blessing.
The sacred unction of certain ministers re-
freshed their hearers, and kept their audience
atiachied ; there were no complaints of the
kind we have mentioned, but praise nd
joy. What makes the difference, and whence
the change?
the age» cubnot altogether account for it—for
jrayer is not an intellectual exercise slone,
nor can similar improvements be made in
our addressen to God, as in our orations to
men; but the waut of the praving spirit,
snd the pandering to a viclous taste, are
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among the causes that have led to presest
degeneracy. Wherefore the remedy is nog
to be sought in liturgy or secvice book—thess
are but the subterfuge and minister to sloth—
but in cultivating the devotional spiric, and
in realizing the Divine blessing, then shall
prayer as of old affect, and the promise
come.

Let me offer one or two remarks, with a
view to our improvement in this important
sarvice. And, first, I must-take for granted
that some attertion is being paid 10 this
matter, hoth spiritual and intellectual, other.
wise there can be no improvemeat. If the
sermon be made the main thing, and the
people have tne idea that they have nothing
w0 do with prayer, then there shall be no
devotion. QOn the contrary, if they are
taught that the minister is but the mouth
piece, and that they must draw near in spirit,
to God and join, and that the prayer is meent
to express their feelings, then will they evince
an interest. Much therefore depends upon
the minister’s training, but a good deal also
on the hearer. He is not,to assume the
critic, nor to come to the Sanctuary merely
to be entertained, but after preparation at
home to wait upon God devoutly and to join
in the exercise, as one who seeks edificat:on.
He is to pray for his pastor, as well as for
himself, and if he does so, he can hardly
fail of being impressed. The language of
confession will melt him, of adoraiion awe
him, and of thenksgiving elevate him; in
short, this service will benefit. There will
be no asking for liturgy, for the great end
of devotion has been gained—crawing near
to God. Then were there more of this
prayerful spirit on the part of both speaker
and hearer, there would be less desire for
substitutes, and more earnest prayer,—anil
without that spirit liturgies and service-books
will do no good; hence the want for the
time i discernible. ¢ I have lost my prayer-
book,” said a minister to his people. * We
never knew you used oue,” was the reply.
« That-I did—jyou'used to pray for me, but
since you left off, I have failed.” QO have
our people no duty? Can they not help like
Aaron and Hur upholding the arms of pray-
ing Moses. And we admit that the minister
bas a duty, and a very especial one. The
mouth-piece of the people, he must be pre-
pared, but not clad in the heavy armour of

The 1ntellectual character of ,

King Saul. Prayer is not to be learned by
book, so much as by practice. There is help
provided for such an exercise, let us avail
ourselves of it,-(Rom. viii. 28.) and by fre-
quent practice improve in prayer.
Krummacher tells of a minister who ab-
sented himself from public duty for a time,
and betook himself 1o his closet, and afler
a while he came forth in.such vigour and
power, as to show he had held communion
with God. '’Tis thus we grow mighty in
prayer, and it is an easy rule to guide us, if

our minds be affected in prayer, so will ous
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peoples’ ; if the fire glow not in our hearis,

" neither will it in theirs, wherefore the great
importance of our maintaining the spirit of
prayer, if we would have make this part of
the service profitable.

Secondlv—Let preachers form themes for
prayer. ‘There is no harm in this. It is
what th2 best men have done. Why should
the sermon have all the pains, and the pero-
vation so exact that & pin might be heard
drop when the preacher rises up to his great
effort, and yet the prayers be cold, loose and
formal? why not prepare a draft of prayer
and form themes time by time? .

Assuredly that advice is sounder than the
one that suggests a liturgy,—a read prayer
will very soen dismiss all devotion, and both
preacher and hearer be sated thereby. It is
vain to Qispuie it,—all read services lose by
repetition and the mind gets wearied and the
soul dried up; and doubly so is this felt
where the people have been unaccustomed to
read prayers,~—there will they vesent the
infliction and cry for a change.

Lirurgies and service-books may be profit-
able, but their place is in the closet, not in
the pulpit. In the former, let the preacher

study and digest, and assist himself in direct-
In this way

ing the devotions of his flock.
they may do good. So may Matthew
Heory's method of prayer, which is the
better book, because it leads one to form
prayers for himself, and neither cramps nor
ministers to sloth. But once pray only by
Yok and there is an end of devotion, the
people are unrefreshed, and the preacher dry
like the feece of Gideon. And why this in-
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set forth in the General Assembly’s manual,
and from others, listened ro more spiritual
devotion than any serviee book can supply.
When the Rev. Mr. McK. prays in the
family, my heart is lified up in devotion, angd
I learn to commit my family to God’s keep-
ing; when the Rev. Mr. McG. prays at the
sacrament, in common with others, I receive
benefit ; and when I hear.the Rev. Mr, McC.
at the opening of a Church, the werds remain,
and the thoughts and feelings that the words
inspire. But take awav their liberty and
unetion in prayer, and reduce these prayers,
as by baok they would be, to a certain form,
and impose a repétition, and you have shorn
them of their beauty and power; no lovger
do they affect the heart of the speaker or
hearer, and both get sated and wearied.
The faulis of free prayer way be such as
mentioned in the oatset, but they are curable
by discretion and round judgment, withous
any form: but read prayer stifles devotion,
crushes the free spirit, and hinders that en-
largement and liberty which are essential to
the right discharge of the exercise, and the
effect is formality, weariness and bondage.
‘I'he thing is und=niable. Those whose
associations and traditions differ, may wuite
as they may, but no Presbyterian minister,
that ever excelled in prayer, but will admic
that free prayer is liberty and power, and
that if ever he desired the substitute of a
i liturgy or service-book, it was because he

had declined in devotion, and abandoned the
: rod and staff of the promise, for the heavy
armour of Saul. Some may write as they
please,about there being no differente between

disposition to ‘free prayer? if fluent and i the prayer couned over and delivered, and

eloquent in the discourse, count it a reproach
to be bald in prayer—prayer is the child’s
cry to its father, the first language to God,
both easier acquired and practiced than
preaching, end therefore less excusable are
we for shoricoming therein; but if not
. barren therein, hold not that any other
' prayers are better than your own, neither
Jiturgy of a past age, however beaatiful its
diction, nor service-book adapted to other
<climes, than those develions you bave com-
posed to express your people’s wants, and
drawn from the inspired source, and formed
by the help of the Spirit of prayer, from
yourowu reflections,—no—your own petitions
will do more 1o teach your people to pray
and to improve yourself in the exercise, tban
a thousaud read prayers, however exactly
worded or beautifully composed. But make
tha trial, and from David’s Psalms, as 5lst,
145th, 103d, and our Lord’s admirable pray-
er in John xwvii, form petitions for your own
congregation, and you will find the benefit
of this advice. You will learn the nature of
true prayer and be at no loss for tne future
—whereas with a service book, you will be
lame all your days, and tne sight of the
crutch is  objectionable. I have heard
from the Rev. Mr. 8. better prayers than are

read from a book, but try it in the family for
a time, and in the closet—and see. But
this is what I suggest: make your own
themes, and your models frame for yourself
from the Living Spirit, and your devotion
will not be repressed, nor yourself dependent
upon the cratch.

Apologising for detaitting you at so great
a length.

1 remain,
Mr. Editor,
Your well-wisher ard correspondent,
AW, H.
————-
Correspondence,

The Rev. James McDonald, before leaving
for Scotland, kindly promised to send a short
sketch of his travels for the Record. Ouc
readers will peruse with interest the follow-
ing letter written by him, desciibing a tew of
his impressions of New Brunswick ant Cau-
ada. We hope to be favoured with anotner

communication shortly.
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. Ot1rawa, 22ad July 1867,
My dear My, MeCunn,— .

1 git down to pen a few lines by wey of
fulfilling my promise, to write. You must
not expect me, however, to giveanything like
« full description of the places I have visited,
for I have too Jitile time at preeent to attempt
‘such an undertaking,

I left Charlottetown on Tuesday evening,
after the ciose of the Syned, in company with
the corresponding members from New Brans.
wick, and the moderator of the Synod of {ar-
ada, and arrived at Shediac early on Wednes-
day morning. After being & week at Char-
lottetown, Shediac seemed 1o us a very dreary
desolate place. It has risen to some import-
ance, howewer, in consequence of being made
the terminus of the New Brunswick railway,
by which the communication is opened to the
‘Gulf of St. Lawrence ; and it is to be hoped
that it will profit by the sight of so many
fashionable visitors passing through it, and
in a few years become more civilized in ap-
pearance. I ascertained also in passing
through, that it is famed for its oysters, but
some of my travelling companions who tried
1o get some to whet their appetite for break-
fast, were disappointed. Almost all the oys-
ters are packed up and sent off by the cars to’
§t. John, as soon as they are taken out wf the
water.” This is another example of the ten-
deacy of large towns to draw in the produce
of the surrounding country, and I should say
of the surrounding sea also. But the benefit
is not to the towns alone. The producers de-
petd upon the eaters, and the eaters upon the
producers, and the country will be in a more
prosperous state when the supply and de-
mend are rightly balanced.

At Moncton the Rev. Mr. Maclennan and
myself renfained two or three hours to see
the famous bore of the Bay of Fundy com-
ing in. On arriving at the wharfan immense
streteh of mud presented itsclf to cur eyes.
1Vinding lazily through the mud was a small
'stream representing the river Peticodiac.
Far out on both sides of the-stream were high
and ateep banks, and it wosld puzele ore at
first sight to conceive why such a small slag-
gish stream should have such an enormous
ehannel. But the reason is obvious when
onc learns that the tide rises 20 or 89 feet at
lunciou. In one part of the Bay of Fundy
it ic seid %o rise as high as 60 or 70 feet.

What we wished to see particularly was
the bore, that is, tho first wave of the tide
coming in. After waiting for some time at the
wharf, our attentivn was arrested by a pecu-
liar motion in the water 'some three or four
niles off. We saw by ¥s rapid advance that
we would soon be gratified with a sight of
1he remurkuble phenomenon we were looking
for. We had no means of forming a correct
estimute of the speed with which the tide
cams in; but as far as I could judge, it was

greater then 1ot of @ swift horse at full
speed.  As it ushed past us up the river it
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presented & breast of water ahout 4 feet high,
1t was really a fine sight, and we were thank-
ful that “time and tide’’ who “no man abjde”
favoured us s0 much.

From Bhedisc to Moncton and for a con.
siderable distance beyond the last mentioned
place, the country on both sides of the road
is very uninteresting, Proceeding southward
however, the scenery undergoes a change,
‘The valley of Sussex is & rich; agriculiural
district, and the traveller who has a taste for
fine scenery will see much to gratify bim alt
the way from Sussex to St. John,

St. John though not the capital of N, Bruns.
wick, is by far the largest and most flourishing
city in the Province. It seems to be con-
siderably larger than Halifax, containing a
population of between 40,000 and 50,000,
It carries on an immense trade in shipping
and Jumbering. The quantity of timber raft-
ed down St. John river, and the size of the
rafts astanish one at first sight.

There ate two churchesin St. John ia con-
nection with the Church of Scotland, That
of Dr. Donald has a large and flourishing
congregation. The other, after some years of
rest or none existence, took a fresh start two
years ago, when the Rev. Mr. Caie was ap-
pointed- minister of the congregation. It
seems now to Le prospering. A sew Church
is being built for it at a cost of $20,000.
Mr. Caie preaches in the forenoon at a place
called Rothesay, about 10 miles out in the
country, and in the afternoon in the city, in
a hall rented for the occasion til] the new
Church be built,

In connexion with Mr. Caie’s congregation
there is a well organized Sabbath School.
QOn the evening of Sabbath the 7th Junz,
whbich was the second anniversary of the
school, the Sabbath Scholars had & concert.
‘Phe children recited various pieces, and sang
a number of hymus, being aided in the sing-
ing by the accompanment of a harmonum.

A Sabbath evening concert may seem &
strange thing to such of us as have not got
rid of their old fashioned ideas yet. Butin
this age of progress and innovations it is
difficult to forsee what may be the fash.
ionable made of conducting Sabbath Schools
and public worship some ten years hence.
My visitto St. John and Canada has con-
vinced me that the organ will soon be intro-
duced to all the most fashionable of oue
churches, as well as those of the U. P. Church.
Tue laiter bedy in its Synod has decided
againft the use of the organ in the Church,
and their people upon the whole' are more
submissive to church authority thap ouy
people, But even with regard to the U. P.
Church the opposition to it shewn by the
Church courts will only bave the effect of
keeping it out for a few years. Ia two af
thewr Churches in St. John and several of
their Churches in the other Provinces, they
have an organ in their Sabbath Schools.
Whether there is any principle in forbidding
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sdults to use an organ in their public warship,
aud sllowing the children to use it, I will not
etop now to enquire. Dut one thing is evi-
deat if the children are trained to the use of
an organ in their devotional exercises, they
will use it when they becomes members of the
Church.

I confess that these innovauons go against
my feelings, and it is with regret I witness
the changes that are taking place. But
whatever be our individual views and feelings
upon the subject we cannot shut our eyes to
the fact that the younger portion of the peo-
ple ere in favor of the organ. The move-
ment hes begun and will in all probability go
on until all the Churches that can affurd it
will have instrumental music of some kind or
other. What is principally required how-
ever in the meantime, 13 1o gel the whole
congregaticn to join ia the singing. ‘The use
of an organ will not do this, neither witl its
exclusion do it. There mus: be some more
systematic effort made to train congregations
than has been done yet, before the singing
ean he as it ought, and more attention must
be paid to it in our schools as a branch of
education,

But I must stop. I may write again to
give you an account of my wanderings,

t Yeurs truly,
Jaxes MceDowarp,

)

Acknowledgment of Address to Her Majesty
from Synod of Nova Scotia end P. B. 1.

The Moderator of Synod has received the
following communication from His Excellency
Lieut.-Governor Dundas, inclosing copy of
Despatch from the Duke of Buckingham :

GovirsMENT Housk,
Prince Edwarg Island,
15th August, 1867,

Sir,—1 have much pleasure in forwarding
‘to you the copy of a Despatch which 1 receiv-
«d yesterday, from His Grace the Duke of
Buckingham.

You will ohserve that the Address to the
Queen, which you placed in my hands for the
purpose of being wransmitted to England, has
heen laid befors Her Majesty, and that Her
Majesty has been graciously pleased to re-
-ceive the same.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient, humbie serve-*,
GEORGE DUND..o,
Licut.-Governor.
Tae Rev, RoBerRT McCuxy, &c., &C.

Copy of Despaich from the Duke of Bucl-
ingham to Lieut.-Governor Dundas, in
acknowledgment of dddressto Her Majesty,
from Ministers and Elders of the Presby-
terian Church of Nova Scotia and Prince
FEdward Island, (in connection with the
Church of Scotland.)

DowNING STREXT,
2814 July, 13067,

Sir,—T hace received and laid befure, the
Qieen the Address inelosed in your DMp'a!c‘.‘.
No. U8, of the 1xt July, from the Ministers
and Blders of the Preshvierian Charch of
Nova Scatia und Prince Edwurd Islang, on
the oceasion of the thirtety anniversary of
Her Mujesty’s Cornatien. .

It must ever be a source of gratification tn
UHer Majesty, to be assured of the loyalty of
Her sutijects and of their attachment 1o Her
person and Her famiiy.

I have the koaor to he, Sir,
Your most obedient, humble-servant,
(Signed) DuckinGHaM & CHaxpos,
Lizur.-GoveERNOR DUNDas, &c., &c., &¢.

—_———

PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX,

St. MaTTHEW'S CHURCR,
Halifax, Sept. 4th, 1867.§ "

At which time and place the Presbhytery of
Halifas met by appointment at last meeticg.
Sederunt—Rev, J. MeMillan, Moderator,
Rev. C. M. Grant, Rev. C. M. Grant, and
M. Hesson, Elder.

The Minutes of last meeting having heen
read and sustained, the Clesk read a printed
tircular communication, signed # S, 8. Lauriy,
Set’y,” being an extract minute from the
proceédings of the Colonial Commitiee in
reference to the Church in Canada. Where-
upon the Prestytery appointed Rev. G. M.
Grant to ascertain, if possible, by correspor--
dence with the Colonial Committes, in what
position this Presbytery stauds to the Colonial
Committee itself, and also to the Synod’s
Home Mission.

A communication was laid on the table-fe-
ceived from Rev. Mr. Fraser, Cape Breton,
requesting the assistance of ane Minister from
this Presbytery during the Communion seasou
in that Island, viz ; for the lattar part of the
month of September. The Presbytery regre:
that, owing to the fewness of their number and
the work on their hands. they are at this time
unable to comply with the request.

The Clerk was authorised to grant to Rev.
Mr. Gordon, on his application for it, a certifi-
cate for the sum due¢ to him by the Home
Missiod Faad up to the end of his year of
labor in the Truro district. He was instruct-
ed, likewise, to granta-certificate to Res, Mr.
McMiltan, enablinsg him to draw Fifty Dollars
from the Preshytery’s Home Mission Funi,
being the amount due to him by that Fund up
10 the end of his year of Jabor in Musquodo-
boit.

Mr. McMillan reporied that the new
Church at Antrim would be completed and
ready tor services in the month of November ;
and that the Congregation at Musquodoboit
have purchased a Manse and Glebe for their
Minister. ‘Lhe Presbytery, in consideration
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of the past meiitorivns efforts of this Len-
Congregatio 1, recomuiend liberal members of
the Church to assist them in liquidadng the
liahilivies 1hug incurred.

'Ine Preshytery adjourned tili December
4th, at 4 o’clock, r. M.

Closed with prayer. :
C. Macpoxarp, Clerk.

—O——

MOTES OF THE MONTH.

The Kuglish pablic continues intereated in
the developments of Puseyism, and no won-
der, when we read perpetually in the papers
nccounts of proceedings such as took place
lately in a London Church, when Dr. Gray,
Bishop of Capetown:preached, No wonder
he and Golenso could not agree when he is
50 * high” and the latter so ** low” as scarce-
v to be entitled ‘o be called a churchman.
Tee decorativng of the church were profuse—
fifty lighted candles, two large candelabrs, a
long row of lighted candles on the rood
sereen—an ahundance of gas jets and flowers.
First appewred a vouth in red with strips of
cambrie, which was all that represented the
surplice, shewing that, though high chuich-
men fight for the surplice in this country,
the party with which they sympathize have
progressed so far as to have nearly given
it up. He held on high a large golden cross.
"Then e loeg train of choristers, banners, em-
blems, cambric, red hoods, crimson hoods,
black hoods, scarlet hoods. Then the bis-
hop followed by & man carrying a white flag.
When the bishop invoked the Trinity the
whole band of performers rose and ostentali-
ously made the sign of the evoss, While the
bishop preached, the vouth in red and white

_ held on high the golden cross at the foot of
the puloit steps.  In the middle of the ser-
mon Father Ignatious brought his econgre-
gation into the church to receive the bishops
blessing, and as the congregation within the
charch were not taen to receive it, they were
requested to stand up, while Ignatious’ people
kneeled down.  All which having been done
the blessiag then went forth and divided it-
self 8o as to settle down upon the kneeling
anes alone, and leave the upright untouched.
Upor these principles, benedictions tn most
Protestant Churches are worse than thrown
away. 'lis a standing congregation is ef-
fectually protecied from a blessing. We have
just one word for ell this, Popery, though a
sad, lamentable, injurious and versecuting re-
ligion, is however honest consisrent, and ve-
spectable : but such exhibitions as the above
in the Reformed, Protestant and evangelical
Church of England, are wretched imitations
and neither honest consistent nor respect-
able.

This reminds us of a controversy beiwean
Dy, Colenso and the late Lord Advecate, Mr.
Moncriefl. The latter in lecturing before a
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Young Men's Christian Association eriticiss
the Bishops views severely, describing they
as hostile to Christianity, The Bishop ha
trken hin to task but we think with liuk
success, as Mr. Monecrieff bas in his lette
with great courtesy and clearness shown. |
divine, who, if he believes in inspiration a
ail, cuts up the word of Ged into inspire
and uninspired pieces, can scarcely be con
siderc. .0 hold that we have a positir
re.igion—that we have a revelation by au
thot™y. In such a mind reason and no
scripture—the old Bible of the Gentile phii.
osophers, * who professing themselves wis
hecame fools,” must be the yule of faith amﬁ
practice.  And is it come to this?

The operation of trades’ unions has heey
under consideration, and much tiuth ha
been brought to light. It seems that the
trades fight against one another. They pro.
test one kind of labor againss awother kind
of lahor, Manchester masons agair, ot York.
shire Masons, handiwork 2gainst machinery,
hand made bricks "agains m ‘hine made
bricks, and so on. I'neplea for trades unions
18 the protection of Jabor. But why protect
laber? Why protect anything; espeeially
iabor in any ecounfry against itself. At the
ery of the manufaciurers agricultural labor,
lost legal proiection and it has since flour.
ished, and we feel confident that the public
will abolish labor proteciion which desiroys
labor under the name of protecting it. There.
by trade will flourish and the condition of
tradesmen improve, The only thing that
may prevent this will be the late handing
over of legislation to the working classes by
the la,e Bill—they are of course alive 1o their
own interest, but apt to cluteh ata presem
and seeming good rather than legislate so ag
to secure a slow ultimate and abiding im-
provement. A legislation influenced largely
by the working class will be governed moe
by passions than principles. This i3 our
fear; but there are couservative powers in
Britain 1o be found no where else and this is
our kope. The Reform Bill has formed the
subject of a fearful explosion of rage on
the part of Thomas Carlyle, phijosopher es-
traordinary. In his case a philesopher ina
rage forms a formidahie spectable. He looks
upon it as a political murder—as an act of
insane suicide, and a sure precursor of the
fall of Britain. 'T'ne final cure according to
him will be miljtary rule. He figures to
himself legisiation by count of heads going
on under the surveillance of a host of penny
papers, followed by tne reign of ¢ the cheap
and nasty” and the whole finishing wirh pipe
clay buff and the sword. The project is aot
cheering. The gospel is the only power that
can preserve us, but when wa look at society
with its frivolity, ceremonialism and lifeless
evangelism it looks as if the salt bad lost its
savour. The faithfal of the land must sigh
ani cry for our abominations, aad implore
God 1o pour forth upon men’s hearts the
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-aweet waters of life to correct the acidities of
social decay.

Among the new features of our time may
he noticedd a Sunday leagus for the opening
of places of amusement to the public on Sun-
days.  Under iis auspices six or seven thou-
«sund people visited the Crystal Palace lately
on a Sunday. What is to be done with this
-question? It js clear that men cannot be
made Sabbatarians by force, But it is as
clear that no man should he made to vivlate
the Sabbath by foice. The law should inter-
fere so far as to preveat any one from being
compelled to minister to the amusements of
others, It is lawful *to do good on the
Subbath day” and *“to preserve life” If
people choose ta hear music, admire pictures,
see shows and smell flowers on that day. no
legislature can prevent them : but it cun pre-
vent the compulsory employment of labor for
that purpose. As to the churches they can
conduct their controversies and discipliae on
the question as thev please.

The British Association has been opened
in Dundee by an address from the Duke of
Buccleugh, Essays on a great variety of in-
teresting subjects have heen read, but there
has been an evident disposition to give pro-
minence to those views that come into con-
flict with the Bible account of creation—the
antiquity and unity of man. To read the
-opinions of these virtuosors on these topics—
their discussions and demonstrations upon
humar remains, old boues, old rags and old
iron—axes, spearheads and pyramids, one
would think that he had dipt into a company
of old wives talking round the fire. Mr.
Jahn Crawford in his essay informs us that
man is ten or eleven thousand years old.
+ Of course I do not believe in the unity of
the human race.” All these things are done
with the view of parading the anthority of
seience and slighting the authority of that
great old bpok which utters more wisdom in
a sublime style, in a more beauteous form, in
a more human and loving spirit upon any
oue of its ages than the whoie British Asso-
ciation could do if it sat a hundred years.
‘I'o suppose that people in Dundee or any-
where else would be offended by such specu-
lations is surely setting human wisdom high,
and divine wisdom low. The man who be-
lieves in the gospel can afford to trample such
stuff in dirt.  His fanth is an experience un-
der a fast and not an old bone or uncouth
axe or an ill disciplined inseription. Such
philosophers prefer weeds to flowers—poison
to food—toadstools to mushrooms. ‘They
fasten upon a difficulty but skut their eyes to
the whole field of Christian evidence—the ig-
noring of which must be = diffieulty a hun-
dred times greater toany candid mind. They
strain at a gnat and swallow a camel.
resemble a man who prefers to wriggle and
writhe on the sharp end of a spear, when he
might lie down comforiable and happy upon
ahe soft warm bed of eterpal tsuth, -

They |
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The Secretary read an essay there by Mr.
P, Melviile, Glasgow, on *Life—its Nature
and arigin” and this is probably Mr. Melville,
who went fiom Cape John some years ago to
pursue his studies and has been n successful
student, we subjoin an extract. Wa express
no opinion of tha essay—we leave that to our
readers. In criticising the * developement”
theory, Mr. Melville remarked—A nimals and
men may develop and grow till they reach
the maximum of their constituional capacity..
Beyond that they go not. Have we not seen
the matured species universally remaining
stationary ? In 1his sense the developemens
theorv is true, viz., that Jife in all its pheno-
menal forms .ises by an unbroken evolution
of natural causes, from a misroscopic germ to
& complete organism, but that germ contains
the nature of the species and can grow only
into the organism of that species. The true
nature or vital form adjuscs iis environment
1o itself as well as becomes adjusted to it.
Herbert Spercer and his school, however, try
to evade-the force of this by the theory of
« heredity.” Spencer holds that the intelli-
gence of an infant is no higher than that of
a dog—that, in fact, intelligence is the same
in man and hrute and that waat is requisite
to raise the brute to th« human level i3 the
accumulation of experience hereditarily or.
gunized into nervous tendencies. Here I
join issue with nim. Many animals surpass
man in perfection of the senses, and we can
provegeologically that the brutes havealonger
pedigree then man. Why, then, have notthe
bru tes mote intelligence than man? It an.
swered that language makes the difference 5
and Husdey argues ihat iwo delicate nerves.
in the tongue ave the foundation of all man’s.
preeminence above the heasis. Jf thatis the
fact., the brute should be able to learn ‘the
language of signs as well as the dumb man,
which we know is not the case. Then itis
argued that man is the progeny of primesal
brutes and hence inhetit through every ances-
tral species all the organic experience or her~
edity of the primal reptiles, apes, * wissing
links” and all. ‘Thus man’s pedigree is made
the longest and he nas aitained better nerves
in his fongue and learns language, reason,
preeminence. Buteven Spencer admits thay
this may ever remain a mere hypothesis,
with many improbabilities on its side. 1f so,
and ao tribe of monkeys ever become
s developed” into humanily, the hypothesis
is worthless, and is indeed utterly reiuied.
If man sprang from the ape, he muy do so
again; but even our opponents despair of
this. and do not try it by culiivating and
humanizing the nablest tiibes of apes. All
facts seem to confirm the opinion that species
are never transmitted.

Ir. MacLerd has set on his visit to India,
to inspect our India Missions. All will wish
him safety and success. His mission will
certainly fit him for his position as Convener
of our India mission.
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The eiceticns in thiz Provines have result-
ed in tie complete defeat of the late Govern-
nment.  Coulederation, hovever, isa fact, and
enariot bo reversed. The influence of the
late government will long be feltin the in-

titntions of cur country. AR,

Ly

MISSIOWARY REPORT BY REV. MR.
GOEDON.

Since the ldst meeting of Presbytery my
Jabora in the various districts assigned e by
the Presbytery have been conducted much as
formerly.  With the assistance of Mr. Me-
Cunu,, from River John, and Mr. MeXillan, of
Musquodobuit, the Sacramant of the Lord's
Supper was dispensed in ‘Truro, on the first
Sablath of August. Tne Communion roli
unmbered nearly tweuty, eight of whom were
fiom ‘Truro, and six of whom were Communi-
cants for the first time. Similar gratifying
regulta attended the dispensation of the Sac-
ragent at Foily Mountain, on August 11th,
where eut of a Communion roll of twenty,
seven were for the flrst time. I now hereby
say that such refults have been comforting to
we, und } trust the Presbytery will look upon
them as signs of zeal and atiachment on the
per of their scattered congregations, '

Salmon River and Riversdale stifl continue
to receive their former sharepof servicesarna to
make the same endeavors as formerly to con-
tribute their full quarterly subscriptions,

1 would earnestly commend to the Presby-
tery the devotion and lzbor of these districts.

Daxier M. Goroox.

) —

SOHEMES OF THE CHURCH.

1887. HOMP, MISSION.
Ang 20~River John Congregation -

£012 6

1867. YOUNG MEN'S SCHENE,
Aug 20~River John Congregation  £0 15 10}
St Andrew’s Chureh, Pictou 516 3

Ioger’s Hill Congregation 116 3

bt John’s, Nfid, congregation & 0 0
) Ropexick McKyxnzie, Treasurer
Pictou, Angust 30, 1867.

—0
Subsariptions Received for the Cape Breton
Church Building Fund, 22nd B’uly to
Rev C M Grunt, B D, Halifax 10 00
John Doull, Iisq ' do M g 00
G Mitchell, Esq do }0 00
W Bauld, Esq do 500
George Esson, Esq do 560
MWilliam Lawsou, k8q do 500
‘W H Neal, Esq do 500
Dr Avery do 500
J ‘Laylor, Esq do 500
vble, Esq do 500
Alex McLeod, Esq do 10 00
ion A Keith do 500
Phidp Thompson, Esq do 200
G A Kuox, Esq do 200
Dr Wickwire do 200
James Reeves, Esq 250

THY, MGLITHLY RyCend oF

THE CIHURCL OF SCOTLAND

Por Pictou Presbylery Olork’s Fos.

st a‘
e

Rarltown and West Branch
River John
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EELECTIONS.
Harvest Hymn,
*Thou crownest the year with thy goodness
and thy paths drop fatness,”’—PsaLxIxy. 1,

Fariern of mercies, God of love,
Whose gifts all creatures share,

The rolling scasony as they move
Proclaim Thy constaut cave.

When in the bosem of the earth
The gower hid the grain,

Thy goodness marked ita secret birth,
Aud sent the early rain,

The spring’s sweet influenc, Lord, was Thintl
The seasons knew Thy call;

Thou mad’st the summer sun to shine,
‘The summer dews to fall.

They gifts of mercy from above
Matured the swelling grain §

And now the huvert cronns Thy love,
And plenty fills the plain.

Oh, ne’er may our forgetful hearts
Q’crlaok Thy bounteous care;

But what our Father's hand imparts
8till own in praise and prayer.

o
DR. LYIVINGSTONE.

The history of Livingstone furnishes a
splendid example of what may be accomplieh.
ed in the face of overwhelming difficulties by
indomitable perseverance, He sprung from
the 1anks of the people; he wasa facterr
eperative in a cotton-mill near Glasgow, and
often boasted that he never received the avw
sistance of a farthing from any man in bis life,
From his scanty earnings during certain
months he saved sufficient to carry hin
through a medicsl and theological curriculum
of University study during the other part of

| the year; and by his own industry and at his

own expense he thereby qualified himself to
be both a physician and u missionary. In
his bosom a stern inflexibility of purpose, s
unconquerable energy of will, were imbedded
in the soitest sweetest, gentlest human affeo.
tions, encoated by all the kinduess and char-
jties of the gospel, just as the granite rock of
Liis own native land is eometimes seen elusp-
ed by the clinging ivy and garnished with all
plezaant flower.. While proclaiming a world.
unseen, he has seen more of the actual world’
then his own shrewd countrymen—a Bruee,
a Paik, u Clapperton—his precursors in the
African field. He has enlarged the domain
of geographical knowledge perhaps, veyond
any man of bis time,

He is one of the noble band to whom be-
longs the high distinction of having laid opes
to our view the interior of the vast African
Continent, and discovered that it i notan
impenetrable inhospitable wilderness, of burn-
ing sands and hissing serpents, end ‘ gorge:
ons and chimeras dire;’ but a land of broad
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streama and mighty rivers, and sweeping val-
leys, and towering hills, and vast forests,
reeming allke with plenty and with popula-
tion,

i And whether his eareer may have been gb-
mptly and borribly closed by ferocious sa-
ages, or he may happily still he living to
!complete his vast undertaking, among the ul.
limate results of his discoveries we may safe-
Iy asrert that new chanuels of extensive and
lucrative commerce will be thrown open—that
sew tribes and people will be given for our
customers, and new markets for our enter-
prise—that the demand will be created where
none previously existed for the comforts and
tommodities of civilized life—that the re-
wurces will be develeped and the destinies
thaped of vast tracts of humanity that would
sherwise have laid waste sterile, smitten
vith unrelenting barenesse—that our country-
nen will be enabled to do still more to expi-
e the wrongs and oppressions that for many
eenerations we perpetrated on the bruised,
down-trodden sons of Ilam—and that his
name will be emblazoned in history as one of
the most honored instruments of Providence
in sweeping away from the earth that atroc-
‘ous villany of slavery by which Africa haa so
hng been cursed and desolated.

Africa seerns to have heen enstamped on
wery fibre of Livingstone’s heait; in his en-
erprise of mercy to her he has traversed her
ippalling deserts,he has trodden her blistering

nds,his brain bas burned in délirious throb-
ings heaeath her vertical aun ; tocarry to her
ihe tidings of salvation he has confronted many
1 ghastly terror of fever and pestilence; and
impatient of honor and dissatisfied with ease
shile Africa was wrapped in darkness and
seltering in misery, he hastened back 10 her,
het on that altar on which he had already
lsid the enthusiam of his youth and the bloom
ind fullness of manly vigo', he might pour
out all the remaining evergies of his body and
roul till life’s latest hour. — All honor to such
nen who combise genius and enterprise with
loftiest Christiun devotion and disinterested-
hess—in whom the courageous intrepidity of
(ne hero is associated with serene and patient
fortitude of the martyr!—LZLondon Recorder.

0
CHEBRFULNES AT EOME.

I sing, albeit in a | rosaic way, the praises
of good nature. The quabty in question has
is counterfeits. There is a stolid indiffer-
ence that usurps its name—a dull, impassive
habit of soul which no trouble disturbs, vo
joys excite, no motives stir, and which never
becomes irritated, beeause there is not
mough of energy in the eantire naturs to rea-
der it susceptible of annoyance.

But the virtue we commend is activity and
wrength, not leadzn stolidity and weakness,
It is a pleasant blossom which grows from a
wry tough root. The equanimity we ad-
wire springs from a sturdy principle, which
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has might enough to grapple with the irrita.
tions of this life and to overcome them. In-
deed. there is samewhat divine in it; and ¥t
grows in earthly soil only as the germ is
divinely implanted. It springs from faith in
God, the consciousness of the divine favour,
the joy of a divine hope, a sure reliance upon
the ultimate justice of the divine rule. It
rivmphs because it trusts.  The new-fledged
sparrow, trying its feeble, untaught wings,
gets caught in every bush, and is thrown to
the ground by every twig which it encounters.
The esgle soars so far above the earth that
the tall pines upon the mountain are not in
its way ; and even the clouds and storms are
left beneath. So thie virtue, with steady
courage and strong wing, launched into the
upper air .and dwells above the obstacles
which obstruct a lower flight,

This cheerful habit of soul bas unteld
value. The man who remains eourageons
hopeful amid the winds and waves of the
restless sea, who is calm and unruffed in
the midst of care and anxiety, whose facy
wears s genial smile which spreads sunshine
all around him, whose heart 13 full of love
and good will to all, is calculoted to be hap-
py and impart happiness. This virtue hath
the “ promise of the life that now is.”
This is the wisdom that is “marrow te the
bones.” 'T'he man that has grace to possess
his soul in patience amid the petty provoca-
tions which beset his path at every step, is
likely to enjoy better heslth, and to live
longer, than if he were to succumb to every
little attack. Happiness conduces to healtlL
in man and beast. A horse, kindly treated,
will wax fat on @ smaller quantity of osts
thau if kept in a constant worry by an ill-
natured, jerking, swearing driver. The honest
Dutchman, relating his religious experience,
said that when he was couverted the very
cattle on his furm found it out by the increas-
ed Kindness with which they were treated.
And no doubt be had a part of his reward at
once in temporal thinge.

But among parents, calmness, batience,
cheerful good nature, are of vital importance.
Many a child goes astrav, not because there
is a want of prayer or virtue at home, hut
simply because home lacks sunshine. A child
needs smiles as much as fowers need suun-
beams. Children look little beyond the pres-
ent moment. If a thing pleases, theyare apt
w0 seek it. If it displeases, they are prone to
avoid it, It home is the place where faces
are sour, and words harsh, and fault-finding
is ever in the ascendant, they will spend as
many hours as possible elsewhere. Letevery
father and mother, then, try to be happy.

_Let them look happy. Let them talk to their

children, especially the little ones, in such a
way as to make them happy. Solomon’s rod
is & great institution, but there are cases naqt
a few where a smile or a pleasant word will
serve a better purpose, and be more agresable
to both parties.
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Henry Ward Beecher on Smoking.

I must be permitted to specialize still
another danger under Lhe general head of dis-
sipation,—one that you are not accustomed
to hear spoken of in the pulpits. I mean the
danger of using tobacco. Do not think that
1 propose to deliver un indiscriminate tirade
of abuse against this practice. I wish to
speak moderately, and to give the result of
my reflectio1s founded upon much observa-
tion. I do not deny that there are many
remperaments that seem to be able to use to-
baceo all their Jife long with comparaiively
little inconvenience—to themselves. 1 do
not mean that every young man who addicts
himself to ehewing or smoking will of neces-
sity take to other vices, or let this habit ran
to- excess. But we are a nervous people.
Rverything in the economy of our society
t:nds to develop the brain and the nervous
svstem unduly. Now as a mattter of fact, it
13 true among such a people, smoking is apt
to lead to drinking. Not always, not neces-
tarily ; bit frequently, and naturally. The
cup and the cigar are well acquainted with
euch other. The use of tobacco slways tends
to waste the nerve-force and the brain-force ;
and in thousands of cases there ean be no
(uestion but that it squanders life by leakage
right from the centre,  And you donot know
whether you are the one in five that will he
poisoned and prematurely destroyed, or not.
If there was one single reason for this habit,
there might be some excuse for those that in-
dulge in it ; but it is a thing which is utterly
without any reason whatever, You have to
make superhwman exertions, in the first in-
stance, to be persuaded to touch tohacco, It
would seem as if God, when he made that
weed, said, *I invoke all spirits of nausea
and nastiness to stand round about and
defend it from any touch.” For it seems io
me that if anything would be secure from hu.

an meddling, that would. It is repugnant
.0 every feeling. The whole nature revolts
trom it.  You are not drawn to it by anything
that is in you or in it. Not one single ele.
ment of health does it give you; and the
pleasure that is derived from its use is, in the
main, illusive pleasure. And such is the
effect of it as a poison upon many constitu.
tions, that the struggle of breaking away from
itis next only to the struggle of breaking away
from the cup.  And it bas led manyand manya
youth to the cup. If you have but just hegun
to smoke, ask yourselves what earthly good
1t will do you; and if you fail, as you #ill, to
find a good excuse for continving the habit,
leave it off. If you chew and smoke, your
misery is double ; and if you do bu! one, do
not try to cure yourselves by doing the other;
fer you will end in doing both. Oa grounds
r simple common seanse, [ ask every young
08N in this congregation who is addicted to
the filthy nractice of smoking or chewing, is
it worth your whiie 10 spend your means, and
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to entail upon yourselves an annecessary ex.
pense, for the sake of keeping up a habit that
incommodes others, that annovs those abhout
you ; that will probably have a bad influence
upon your health, and that will possibly injure
your morals?  While T would not seem to
be exirovagant, T cannot fail 10 give a solemn
and affectionate warniog to the young people
of my charge on this subject. If you have
not Iearned to use tohacco in any forr, I be.
seech of you abstain from it. The young
often acquire the habit because thay feel that
it will be a distinction? No: unfortunately,
smoking is so common that it is not a dis-
tinction. If you wish to bave a distinetion, re-
froin trom smoking: that will make gyou
rather remarkable.

[ —

BUT ONE ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICE.

An instructive incident is related of a Mis-
sionary and a proud and powerful Indian
chief. The chief was convicted of sin.
Trembling under a sease of guilt he approach-
ed the Missionary, and proffered his belt of
wampum to be freed from his crushing fears,
“ Ne,” said the Missionary, *Chiist cannot
accept such a sacrifice.” The Indian depart-
ed, but soon returned, offering his rifle and
the skins he had taken in nunting. *No,”
was the reply, * Christ cannot accept such a
sacrifice.” Again the Indian went away, but
soon returned once more with a troubled
conscience, and offered his wigwam, wifs,
child, everything, for peace and pardon.
¢ No,” was the reply, ¢ Christ cannot accept
such a sacrifice.” The chief seemed oppressed
with surprise for a moment, then lifting up
tearful eyes to the face of the Missionary, ke
feelingly eried out, * Here, Lord, take pcor
Indian too.”

How wany poor Indians there are in the
world! ¢ Men,” says vne, * will argue for
religion, give for it, fight for it, die for it, do
anything but live for ir.” And yet ro live
lor it, 1o devote one’s self to a life of sacrifice
in its interest, is of the very essence of relig-
ion. He who withholds himself from Christ
has not given all that Christ asks.

DaiLy RELIGIGN. —] have no faith in that
woman who talks of grace and glory abroad
and vses no soap at home, Let the buttons
be on the shirts, let the children’s socks be
mended, let the roasted mutton be done ‘o8
turn, let the house be as clean 2s a new pin,
let the home be as happy as home can be;
and there will be room for those little deeds
of love and faith which, in my master’s name
I seek of you who love his appearing. Serve
Gnd by doing common actions in a_heavenly
spirit, and then, if your daily calling only
leaves you cracks and crevices of time, fill
these up with holy service. To use the
apostle’s words, “ As we have opportunityy
let us do good unto all men,”— Spurgeon.



