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THE HOLIDAY TRADE.

The holiday trade is over at last, and
our werchants bave now leisure to sum
up tho results of the rush, and jam, and
bustle of the few weeks preceding the
new year. :

As far as we cau learn, the results on
the whole have beea highly satisfactory,
and our merchants in nearly every quar-
ter express themselves as heing highly
pleased with the volume of trade done,
and the manner in which payments have
been made. It is probably a good job
that Christmas comes but once a year,
for its duties are a sovere strain on the
energies of the wmerchent as well as on
the pockets of tho consumer. We trust
tLat the regalar trade that shuald fullow
at this senson of the year will not ben
any way iujured by the extra effurts that

havo been pul forth to secure the lwh-l

day patronage. The indications at pre-
sont seem to point to & wiuter and spring

trade fally ap to if not ahead of the aver- |

sge run for the same period.

THE COMMERCIAL BAROMETER.

The winding up of the year 1882 has
again brought us the valusble and well
digested annual circular of the Messrs.
Dou, Wiman & Co. Mercantile Agency.
The facts and figures thus published by
this entetsrising firm aga of co much
vaice Yo every merantile.man in this

couniry thet we take the liberty of pre- !
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lsenting them to our readers outire, and
trust that they will ‘*read, mark, learn
and inwardly digest,” not only the iufor-
wation givon therein, but the lessons
that may be deducted from them.

Shakospearoe says wo can find ¢ ser-
mons in etones, and good in everything.”
Without contradicting him, wo can safoly
say that & most useful lesson may bo
derived by every thinking wau from a
quiot perusal of the fnilure tables which
weo givo below.

A glunce at them will suffice to con-
vinoe the most sceptical that, in spite of
protection and good crops, aund many
other favourable circumstances, the low-
ost point in the tide of commeroial fail-
ures in both Canada and the United
States has been reached, and that we
are again on the up grade of the mercan-
tile highway. Tins does not necessarily
imply that our business men are all
going to the wall, or that we are going
to have an immediate return of the
*old hard times.” It siwply means
that these figures aro & warning to mer-
| chants and mercantile men generally to
| shorten eatl and propare for squalls. The
fact is that oredit is too oheap in Canada,
and it is simply on account of the ease
with which they can get goods that many
merchants inour dabis which ultimately
lead to their failuro. We do not think
there is the slightest mnecessity for any
alarm at the present trade prospeots ; all
we say is that the indications at present
point to the necessity of avoiding all
unnecessary risks and of keeping ono's
business well 1n hand, &0 that come what
may, they may be prepared if the storm
should break.

From the tables below, whioch ewnbrace
the frilures for the past six years, it will
be seen that in the year 1881 Canada
reached the lowest point as regard the
number of failures, the present ycar
showing an advance of 152 in nnmber,
l'and $2,8886,450 in amount.

“The Canadian figures are as under
for six years past :—

No. Amount.
D L. 7 ¢ (R 1,892 $25,623.903
1878 ........... 1,697 23,908,677
1879.000ccnnsne 1962 20347937
1860..00.0venn.. 807 7,988,077
I881eccec..innsne 635 5,761,207
1883..... ...... 787 8,687,657

There is this difference between the
statistios for the United States and those
of Canada, as farnished by tha authority
guoled, that while the lowest point was
reached by our neighborsin 1880, when
the mercantile failures were 4,785 in

-

number and $66,762,000 1 amount, our
| failures had not reached the mivimum of
. the period until 1881, The United States
figures for thess years are as follows:—

No. Amoun$,
b 7 (RPN 8,773 $190,669,026
1878..ccvinnnnns 10,478 284,883,182
! 1870.....000 00t 6,668 98,149,053
1880 .. ......... 4,785 86,752 000
1881......c0utte 5,662 01,156,922
1882, ........... 6,788 101,657,604

Analysis of the localities and compar-
ativo amounts of these failures for 1882
shows that while in Cauada thero was
one failure for every 77 traders, the Uuited
States furnished but a failure for every
122 traders. The Paoific States and Ter-
ritories alono furaished a parallel for the
relative number of Canadian failures;
these were as 1 to 68 traders. In the
Southern States they numbered 1 to 78
in the Eastern States, 1 to 114 ; in the
Middle St.tes, 1 to 149 ; and m the Wes-
tern States they were least numerous of
all, being but 1 to overy 151 traders.

The circular regards as a most unplea-
sant feature of the situntion across the
line the fact that an inorease of failures
should be shown when the sonditions are
s0 extremely favorable to the prosperity
of the country. The chief reason for
this anomalous exhibit is considered to
be ¢ beyond question, tho alarming ex-
tension of the lines of oredit, which .he
two last years have witnessed.” Respeot-
ing the prospect of trade in that country
for the new year, Messrs. Dan & Co.
say . It is diffioult to discover any ele-
ment of a disturbing charaoter, except,
periaps, over-production by manufac-
tarers; pressure to sell goods ; a tendency
to extend credits unduly ; and tho dangers
which result to individuals owing more
than they can readily pay.’ Canada, wo
remark, is by no means frce from these
very olements of possible distarbaace,
and it wore wise for our bankers, mor-
chants and manufacturers, who have it
in their powes to limit these threatening
features, to act with the cantion which
the circumstances demand.”

THE MILWAUKEE HORROR.

Probably nothing, since the terrible
boating accident on the Thames at
Loudon two years ago, has created more
wide spread consternation than the burn-
ing of the Newhall House at Milwaakee
a ocouple of weeks ago. The * London
horror” was woree as xegards the
number of lives lost, but bed as it was, it
scarcely sppesls to the mass of peopls
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with half tho effeot that the * Milwaukeo
horror ** does.

Tho reason is not far to scak; peoplo
that go on the wator in overcrowded
steamors are always oxposod to a cortain
amount of risk, and whou an accident
does happen, it cannot be said to havo!
been altogother unlooked for. Thus in
tho London nccident, there wero many,
who, sceing the overcrowded state of the
boat, rofused to venture upon it, and
thereby saved their lives. In the * Mil-
waukee horror,” however, there scems to
have been no premonetary warning oi
the drendfu] danger tho guests were ex-
posed to, aud the probability is that most

of them lay down to rest feeling as safe

and secure as they would have done in!

their own homes.

the public havoe had the utmost con- |

fidonce in theif fire extinguishing arrango- |

nments and the prowptitude with which
thoy could be put into operation.

If the Newhall House is any criterion
of how these patent fire protecting ap-
paratus work, we certainly think that
the public will insist on having something
more practical and cortain in its applica-
tion. Tho trouble seoms to have been
with the elevator, whieh, acting as a
huge chimney, not ouly carried the
flames from bottom to top of the building
with lightning rapidity, but supplicd the
conflagration with all the air necessary
to make it effoctive. Indeed w> do not
suppose that if an engineer were to try
and constrnot & machine for the 1n-
stantancous firing of any large building,
he could improve on this ordinary'
passenger elevator now in use in our
hotels and public buildings. As usnally
constructed, they aro lined with dry,
seasoned wood, and tho sides are well
lubricated with the best of inﬁmmnublol
oils; all that they want is a start, and
in a fow seconds thoy can produce a flame
as fierce as any that ever belched forth
from the rosring mouth of a blast furnase.

Now that attention has been directed
to this danger, the public should insist
that these elevators should be made fire-
proof. The doors should be made of iron
and kept scourely closed after the elovator |
has stopped for the night The inside
should be made non combustible in some
way, either by the use of brick oriron
lining, fire-.proof paint, or some other

| to be burned in their beds without having

Hotels are generally supposed to have !
speoial safeguards thrown around them ‘
in caso of fire, and up tothe present time |

lparcd to whatit was.

device equally offective. It is customary

in thieatres to have iron ecreens botwoon
the stago and the audionce, but in reality
there is mot onc.half the danger to a
crowd of wide awaks people in a thoatre
that theroe is in a lot of half-awako people,
who, roused from their beds, and not
having even their ordinary sonses about
them, have to fight for their lives in
the midst of a fog of unknown darkness
and death,

Wo think that every hote) should bave
a fire bell in each bed room, with a
printed card attached, tolling its guests
plainly that this bell was conneéted with
the offico of the hotel, and would be rung
only in case of an alarm of fire. If suoh
were done, it would be impossible, as it
is too often the case at prescut for people

any chance for their lives, In first-olass
botels, having electrio bells, this could be
vory eagily and effeotively managed.

In addition to this every hotel should
be compelled to provide fire escapes of
some kind from every room in the house.
For a lack of better, a simpleknotted rope
long enongh to reach the ground would be
a most effeotive means of escape, and we
venture to say that if every room in the
Newhall House had been provided with
one of these primitive inventions the loss
of" lifewould 'Hiave been very soiallesm-

We think parliament should tako this
matter up, and legislate so as to mike
the lives of travellers moro snfe than they
appear to be at present. Our hotols are
really the only homes that thousands of
our fellow citizens have, they are pubhe
institutions, and ostensibly agree to pro-
vide their guests with food and shelter
and safety. If the Newball Houseisa
fair sample of our botels, and we are sorry
to say that we know more than a scoro
of such places in Canada, the sooner that
the matter is legislated upon the better.

Wo compel steambout owners to pro-
vide life boats and life-preservors for every
passonger in anticipation of an accident ;
wo compel the proprietors of all-publio
buildings to hingo tbeir doors so as to
open outwards, in short we legislato
every conceivable way in order to make
lifo as safe and secnre as pos ible. Tho
samo thing should bs dong.in the caso ot
hotel keepers regarding the safety of their
guosts, and all tho more so because,
trusting implicitly to the reputation of
tho hiouse, they are practically helpless,

Many old travellers whon going aboard

tho vessel, and find out all about the
arrangomonts of the life-boats and hfe.
preservors 8o that if nacessity arises they
kuow oxaotly whero to lay their hand on
on thom, In liko manner when puttg
up at o strange hotel, they cxamne
thoroughly the protections ngainst fire,
and their best avenues of escape in case
anything should happen during ther
stay.

This is au excollent iden, and one that
is easily carried ou’, the onmly dificulty
about it is.to Le able to keep your wits
about yon and to be able to take advantage
of your knowledge when the crucil
moment comes.

Few people have self-control enough to
make the most of their chances in such
an emergency, and we think, therefore,
that the strongz srm of the law should be
invoked to compel hotel-keepers to pro-
vide such safeguards for the esoape of
their guests from midnight peril as
experience and common sense shall
dictate.

Selected Klatter,
A LOST OPPORTUNITY.

Sing, business muse, the dark and doleful fate
OLhim who labors but_that he may.await, . .
The piles of godds heaped up within his store,
Which can't be less, and never may be more,
The man whose life has lost all fortune’s prizes,
In fact, the man who never advertises.

Sing of his start, his great ambition’s scope,
The capital that gave him cause to hope,

His credit large, hus full and ample stock,

His bank account as solid as a rock,

Thea tell the doom to which the man was fated
Who never advertised, but simply waited.

So simply, and so vainly ! Splendid signs,
With basement, art wradiates and refines,
Diate-glass show windows elegantly dressed,

:h lovely clerks, cashiers, and all the rest,
werved but to show him how the public sizes
The style of him who never advertises.

He waited, and all waited; clerks, cashiers,
Salesmen, saleswomen, such delightfnl dears,
Impatient waited all the season through.

With precious little for the crowd to do.

The public saw —that fact there s nodenying
But passed the store without a thought of buying

Business was dull , but salaries and rent
Went on, till cash and crédit both_were spent
The silly merchant hoped his luck would turn,
Until the Sheriff closed the whole concern.
Now. at a pittance which bis sov] despises,
He works for one who always advertises.
—Hamilton Times.

COMPARATIVE VALUES OF GEMS.

Scientists spesk lightly of -coloured
gems as alummna found io -natire,
orystallized and -coloured with oxids of
iron, and “valuned at enormous sums,”

a steamer make a thorough inspeqtion of

It hardly raises the more precious iu
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genoral esteem to know that the emerald,
ruby, sapphire and amethyst are almost
the same chomically, or that the emerald
and the aquamarine only differ in color,
the former bemng absolutely pricoless,
winle the Iatter has no delerminate
valne. Pearls only are sold by the
gran.
sold by the ocarat, which weighs four
grains.  Diamonds weighing less than
n carat aro more valuable than rubies,
eapphires, or emeralds of the same
weight. . But all the colored.. stones,
oxcoeding & carat are more valuable
than diamonds, and the difference in
valuo increases very rapidly with in.
crens of s1zey  If a ruby is very perfect,
and of a rich, dark color, it commands
un extravagant price. A fine three-carat
dinmond might be worth from $600 to
$1,0u0, according to quality, while a
perfect three-carat, ruby would find a
purchaser at from 8,000 to $5,000.
Rubies weigling four carats have heen
sold in Eastern cities for $10,000.
Scientific writers class sapphires and
rubies simply as sapphires. The red
sapphire is & ruby, and the blue ruby a
sapphire. "The pregsent demand for
fine rubies exceedsthe supply. It is
not exactly known where those came
from ~which nre now finding their way
into the market, but it is presumed
that many are taken from old orna-
ments in family collactions. Sapphires

All other precious stones aro)

¥

THE S8PIRAL STUD.

Who has not been s martyr to its
damned inquisitivoness ?

We sae that there is a new shirt stud
invented, which goos through a gimlet
hole in a shirt bosom, in secctions, and
snaps together, leaving the nnder side
smooth, so that there i8 no raw selvage
to stick into a man's vital parts, the way
thore is in the old apiral stud, and we
look forward to the happy future when
we.can buy, 0,86} of _the.new.* Payoxite.”
studs,.and-give the old spiral studs to the
poor, who have no feelings to be lacer-
ated. Wao bave thonght for years, that
the government ought to call in the old
spiral shirt-stud and issue a new kind,
with coupons that will go together with a
snap, but nobody has scemed to think
the government ought to take the respon-
sibility., The man who has invented
the new stud should be placed on the
| pension roll with the man who invented
the Colograph and the India rubber baby
olothes. For a hundred years the spiral
shivt.stud that scrows in has held the
stomach of a man in its grasp, and has
made sore spots on him, when all should
be sunshine, and so forth. It is said that
women share our joys and our sorrows.
Thismay.be-so, to ,9.«certnin extent; and
they may suffer some, but they don't
know anything about the horrors of the
spiral shirt-stud. Many men go down to

are very rare and scarcely less valuable | their graves and never complain, who

erf course, & man will stand & guod denl,

!

and not complain, ‘under such ociroum-
stances, but if the woman in the ense, or
on tho shirt-bosom rather, will look up
into his fond eycs, sho will find there,
besides a look of satisfaction and don't-
get up-on-my-account oxproession, & far
away penetrating look, as though his soul
was on fire, or he had been eating cucum.
bers. \Women can have no idea of the
enorifico man makes, in such oases, and
they should not be surprised if hoe faints
Awsy.. Other things in the world may
-censo, but-the boring of the spiral ctud
never conses. Weo hiave known a preacher
to got a vacalion of six months, with n
trip abroad, because he looked sick, when
all in the world that ailed him was spiral
shirt-studs boring into him, though in
this instonce there was no fcmale head
acting as a screw driver to drive them in.
He would preach a sermon on faith, aud
look sick, as the studs went into him, and
the congregation would pity him, think
it was his liver, and raise money enough
to send him all over the world. Ob, the
spiral stud has done much to demoralize
the worid and it should be suppressed.—
Burlington Hawkeyo.

— e et e

GOLD NUGGET SWINDLERS.

“Why, you've been swindled, man!
That ien't gold quariz. You can't fool
wme on mineral; I've.cecn foo much of the
glittering truck to be caught on such a

than rubies. They mnke an exquisiteihave had their lives made wiserable by!deal as that. Wouldn't have believed it
appearance, properly arranged, and spiral shirt-studs. No man ¢an be oheey- | of you, Charley!” and the speaker leaned
having small diswonds as foils. Thoy ful, full of fun and frivolity, and keep o up against the Windsor hotel counter
aro apt to show a dull color at night, | coOpPaBy ina ror of laughter, when licis | with & look of painful disgust spreading
and those are consequently most Bough“constnntly reminded that three golt}en;over his features. You could have told
after which sparkle by gaslight. Large corksorews are gently but firmly enfering , he was a miner by the rncouth cut of his
and perfect stones are of fabulous value. | bis body from three different pluces, that, olothes, the looseness of his wide, soft
The Baroness Burdett-Coutts has a fine | three different shows are getting in thcirihat, and the unkempt condition of his
sapphire corsidered worth 5160'000."\701'1: under one canvass at one price of, whiskers. The companion wkom he
Sapphires and omeralds ure rarely set | admission. It is asking two much to, addressed as Charley wae an inoftensive-
alone, but with smaller stones, common- | expect & man to be entertaining when  looking sort of a city chap, one of your
}!’; t?mrl:atl)il:zg.s' Efé:gt tg;?::légmrargeag;{ j three artesian wells ure being sunk into, young men. who has seeu a great deal of
agreed as fo whether the sapphire or | bi8 person atonce. Women do not mean  life, but not enough of its wiles, perhaps.
the emerald isthe moro valuable, butjto be cruel, and to cause unnccessary , Ho turned up the ends of his mustache
the last, perhaps, maintains a greater, pains to man, but if they knew how they , ambitionsly with one hand as ho looked
popularity. Its value increases rapidly gend the quiveriug arrows to his very | ab the speaker in evident amaze-

with its size. The wife of a railroad

king purchased a fine ten-carat cmerald
a dozen years ago-for $5,000, which is
now worth probably $20,000.
worn in & ring as a solitaire, and needs
no foil to enhance its extraordinary
besuty. ‘There are said to be many
rubigs and emeralds in the city worthi
lr’oxp $2,000 to $5,000, or even move,
which are in the possession of connois-
sears.— Exchange.

It is

sowl, n three places, they would be care-, ment. His other hand held s large piece
ful how they throw their heads on men's | of quariz, scemingly as rich as that which
shirt-bosoms and root around to find an  has given the Bowen mine its notoriety.
easy place to lay. No doubtmasny of our * Don't say that, ancle,” he said, mor-
hearers have noticed that men shrink  vously, rolling the quartz from side to
from them when they lay their darling |side, ¢ that specimen.cost me $u0, and 1
little heads on’his brenst and have thought | thought I was getting a good bargain,
the man was shocked at their actions.'ihen." “ Well, you can bet that I'm
i It is not that.. Itis thospiral shirt-sind. !;-ight," replied the uacle, with a harsh




6 THE TRADER.

—

TORONTO SILVER PLATE G0,

(INCORPORATED 1882).

FACTORY : 420,422, 424,426 KING ST. WEST, TORONTO,

ManufaQturers of

Sifver and Efectro Ffate

OF THE FINEST QUALITY AND DESIGN.

STOCK NOW READY FOR DELIVERY.

Tipped and Fancy Pattern Spoons, Forks, &c., made in Extra,
Double and Triple plate. Silver Plated Knives. Fish Carvers,
Carving Sets. Pearl Handled Knives. Fish Eaters, &c., &c.

Speciai lines of Hollow Ware, newest designs Our goods are
made in our own Factory in Toronto, and we guarantee every article
having our Trade Mark, to be equal in quality to any goods made on
this Continent. .

TORONTO SILVER PLATE CO.,

J. A. WATTS, Manager.
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laugh. * It's brass; tho wholo businoss | tug the festivities of tho night to a cluse, |

15 brass; there isn't o grain of gold in
that rock. Let's go and havo some-
thing."”

As the two woro walking towards the
entrauco to tho bar, the oue laughing,
derisively, and the other looking like a
man entering & pawn shop with his last
suit of clothes under his arm, a reporter
of ihe Tribune, who overheard the
roemarks quoted, tapped the uncle on the
arm and nsked what the conversation
was about, :

0, not much, strapger, "lie said, sul
deunly checking his laughter. It don't
amount to much. Charley here, & young
nepliew of mine, who came frown Illionis
to meet me, ran against & bracoe game
to-mght, and the sharpers got the best of
mm, Funny, nin't it? Somebody has
sold him a chunk of quartz stuffed with
brass fillings for gold. He only paid $30
for the experience. 'T"ill do him good.
I'm from Deadwood ; been in Deadwood
three years. I guess I know n quartz
specimen from a chunk of salt. Jine us?”
With the desire of ascertaining more, the
reporter * jined.” The nephew seemed
ashamed of himself, but after warming
up under the insinuating influence of an
alcohol straight and the derision of his
uncle, he told the story of his purchase.
His name is Charles Hanson. Hearrived
here two days ago to meet his uncle,
James Hanson. The uncle did not
atrivo from the Black Hills until last
night. Meanwhile Mr. Hanson, Jr., had
piloted about the city as best hie could in
quest of means wherowith to while away
the hours of waiting. Tuesday night he
dropped in at the Palace theatre on Blako
street, and while investigating the mys-
terics of the boxes there, quite acci-
dentally like made the acquaintance of
two genial young bloods, who claim to be
from San Juan, and stated they were out
on i lark. He was not aversed to haviag
some fun hunself, and together with the
two spent the evening in taking in the
resorts of plensuze agd quict. Now that
he thonght of it, he acknowledgrd that
he had to foot most of the lls. Iiach
of lus new-found friends had a large black
quartz nugget of gold, which they said
bad been given them by Judge Bowen
as specimens, from his Stnmmit mine.
They were beautiful specimens, he
thought, and from his lLimited knowledge
of gold and gold quartz, be judged they
each contained at least $50 worth of the
precious metal. Asg the trio were bring-
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ono of the alleged San Juan boys apolo-
gired for tho fact that®thoy woro not
ovorstocked with monoy, and suggested
that if Mr. Hanson would accompany
them to a faro bank, one of tho nnggots
might bo given as collateral for enough
to play with, He was tiroed and sleopy,
though, and declined. Yosterday aftor-
noon ona of the San Juanites, so-called,
met him on Larimer street, and after s
pleasant recounting of the former night's
oxperieiics, cobifessed that he was broke

aud would sell his nugget at a discount.
As much out of sympathy for his friend’s
condition ns anything else, Mr. Hanson
took tho nugget and paid all that was
asked therefor, the swn stated. He
showed it to his uncle with the result
known. ¢ Now I'll prove that you were
swindled,” eaid Mr. Hanson, Sr., taking
tho nugget from the nophew aund lending
the way to McMorrau's drug store. Pur-
chasing a small vial of secid he poured it
all over the specimen, the supposed gold
sizzling and turning as green as & fresh-
landed lobster. I told you so; it's the
sawme old trick. I've seenlots of the boys
caught by itin the Hills. The specimen
was excellently gotten up, being & perfeot
imitation of the Bowen specimens before
having been submitted to the lapidury
polish. T'ho pores and interstices of the
brown quartz were all filled with what
people would have sworn was the pure
quill.” ¢ How is the trick done ?"* asked
the roporter. “Simply enough! The
sharpors take a chunk of quartz, dip it
into glue, and then blow brass fillings
into the pores until thoy refuso to hold
more. Then they roll it in the dirt to
mnke the deception complete.”—IDlenver
Tribune.

CARON DE BEAUMARCHAIS.

Theo fullowing ocourrence took place on
a fine day in the month of July, 1750, in
the city of Pavis :

Mr. Caron, an honorable, modest
watchmalker, living in the St. Denis St.,
drove his only son apd heir-apparent,
Pierro Augastin, out of the house.

And he had goo1 reasons.

The youug gentlomen, who, since his
thirteenth year had heen an apprentice
of his father, and counted upon as follow-
ing in his footsteps, could by no means
be held up as a pattern of u dihigent hor-
ologist and orderly citizen. He was far
from being ignorant ; on the contrary, he

was too smart; ho lacked likewiso not in
nccomplishmonts—in faot, he possossed
too many—so many that his fathoer grew
desperate, Tho young man, for instance,
rather played music than wrostlod with
the intriencies of depthing; and worse
than all, hoe exhibito1 a talent for com-
mitting all manner of frivolous jokes,
which, in an honest citizon’s boy, were
entirely out of place.

Fathor Caron, however, was no strong-

|hemted poront ; he loved all his six

children, his seapegrace son tho most; he
therefore, was willing enough after a lapso
of s fortnight, when his passion had
cooled, and at the intercossion of all tho
paternal and maternal uncles and aunts,
to receive the scamp again into his house
—provided, however, ho was willing to
submit to the following conditions :

First, to dispose of wnothing of his,
the father's things, without due pormis-
sion—not even an old watch key.

Sacond, to rise in the summer at six and
in winter at seven, and to Iabor until
supper, in order to honor his calling.

Third, feast and Sundays excepted, to
et nothing outside of the paternal hounse,
aud to bo back by ninoe o'clock on these
exceptional days.

Fourth, to quit that unbappy musie ; or
at most to play violin or flute only in the
evenings after work.

Fifth, not to go out without lenve, and
to invent no bad exouses therefor.

Sixth, to be satisfied with frae board
and eighteen livres per month, andto
liqnidate his indebtodnoss gradually
from thia sum.

Tho young Caron did not cven attempt
to soften the vigor of these, to him, vory
harsh conditions. He subscribed them
obediently, full of repentance, and again
cutered into the housc and business of
his father, He began sanddenly to de-
velop o peculier zeal for horology. In
order to show his father that he could be
capnble of becoming one of the foromost
watchmakers of his time, he irvented
the pin escapement for watches. He
incautiously confided his seoret to a
very famous watchmaker in Paris, by the
name of Lepaute, who misused the confi-
dence so far as to proclaim himself open-
ly as being the inventor of the escape-
ment. But Caron was not the man to
quiotly let his right bo usurped in this
manner. He proceeded publicly against
Lepaute, claimed the invention solely for
himsolf, and domanded the arbitration of
the Acrdemy. This svientific body, in.
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dood deolared, on the 4th of March, 1754,
young Caron to Lo tho scle rightful
inventor.

This was the first process of the man,
who afterward, ns Monsicur do Beaumar-
chais, was destined to intorest tho entire
onltivated world in his processes. This
onso hod made tho namo of the watoh.
maker, Caron Son, well known in Paris,
and the consequence was that the King
Lowms XV., ordered a watoh made by
bim. By means of his inventions pub.
lished to the four corners of the earth by
tho interesting law suit, the young watoh-
walcor was enabled %o mako the watchos
as diminutivo of size as demanded. Tho
joy of the King at the handsome and
excellent timekoeper constructed byCaron
was so great, that he invested him with
tho title of ** Furnisher to the Court.”
Madame de Pompadour ordered 2 similar
one, and Caron in person handed it to
the all-powerfal amis of the monaroch,
The watch was so small that it was
mounted in o finger ring ; it was 44 linos
in dumeter, and not thicker than two-
thirds of a line. It was wound by a new
and very ingenious contrivance, and ran
thirty hours with great-exactness.

Caron had oponed his path. The
princes and priucesses all ordered watchas
of the same Lilliputian puttem, ond their
young producer alwnys oaried it himself
to the placo of Versalics and handed it to
the purohaser, becanse, of course, every-
one.wanted explanations concerning the
thing, especially. the ladies. The Kiug
favored him greatly, and even received

him personally. The favorite wrote the

following lotter is 1754 to a relative.in
London.
wateh to the King, who did me the honor
of recognizing we, aud remembering my
name. His Majosty ordered me to wind
it, and to-explain it to all the gentlemen
of the Lever: Nevor has. the King re-
osived an artist with so mnch kindness;
ha desired information about evéry part
of the mavemeut. I lauded the magnify-
ing glass at tliis opportnnity, the oxe you
presented me with, and it was universaily
admired. The Kiug used it to inspect
the ring watch of Madame de Pompadour.
He demnuded ono lhike it for himself, on
which I am engaged at present. All 'the
gentlomen of tho Court follow the exam.
ple of tho King, and each oné -desires to
have his wateh first. I bave also con-
slructed & romes—kable little pendnlum’
for Madame Vigtusia (one of the daugh-
ters of the King). It has two hands, and

from whatever side it is viewed it indicates
the time.”

“I have finally delivered the

If all this attests tho skill of young
Oaron as horologist, his porsonal atirac-
tivoness, and-ovon lus faults, were onlou.
lated to pave his fortuno in & manner
littlo suspectod. A still young wifo of a
Court official, who also had ordered a
watch by him, took so lively nn tnterest
in the tall and shapely young men with
the spirituells faco, that sho influcnced
hor husband to surrendor to Lim his
office, by payiog & certain ponsion. This
was nothing ancommon at that timo, and
the King patentod the office to Caron, who
stood in his sposial faver, as wull as that
of Madamo de Pompadour and his daugh.
ters. From this dny forward—Novom-
ber 9, 1765, whou not yet 24 years old,
young Caron left tho store of his father
in the Rue 8t. Denis, hung horology on
a nail, and played the roll of courtier in
the palaco of Versailles, witho solf-esteom
of his actual value that was not by any
means circumscribed by too great a
modesty.

Aud, indeed, he moved upon the bees-

wax flooring of the palace as if he had

been to the ‘“manor born.” Ho had
become acquainted with the daughters of
Louis XV. by means of his watohes.
They were four old maids, with the rem.
nants of a convent education, who lived
in great retirement in the palace, and
suffered murh with ennui. They passed
their time as well as they ocould, and
their striot rules permitted; one played
reveral instraments, the other painted,
the third studied languages, and the
fourth took an interest in the mathemati-
cal and mechanical arts, and at times
essayed to be a watchmaker. They gave
a musgioal gnires once & week, at which
also the King, the Dauphin and various
other princesses wero wonf to attend.
When they learned that Monsienr Caron
also performed upon several instruments,
and was especially expert upon the harp,
he was invited to perform bofors thom.
The harp, little known uubil then in
French society, was just bsginning to
grow into favor, The. yonng harpist-ds-
lighted the old ladies, and understood
how to make himself so amiable with all
of them that he was regularly invited to
assist in these conoerts, and to assunme
the role of bandmaster. He :also in-
striioted: the royal dsughters upon the
instrument,.

The .awakening ambition of Caron,
gince such favors were -showered upon
him, aimed with single calculation for
higher objects which he wished to obtain

in tho court world opon boforo him, The
old gentlemnn whose offico ho had pur-
chased, diod, léaying his youthful wifd a
widow, and she consonted to bocomo the
wife of Caron. This gave him not alono
wonlth, but also anothor namo, which
threw around him o halo of nobility, oven
if only by tho cffrontery of its inventor.
Beoauso if the son of the humbie Caron,
from tho Rue Bt. Denis, honcoforward
styled himsolf Caron do Beaumarchais, he
simply added the cognomen upon the
strangth of an estato which his spouso had
poesessod formerly, cithor as'a thing real
or imaginary. Enough, the Court of
Vorsailles counted one noblemen more—
Caron de Beaumarohais, of whose patents
of nobility no ouo know anything definito.

It is not to bo supposed that such a
bold characterlacked jealous and envious
enomics. But ho possessed spirit and
wit, together with courage and confidence
to break a lance with thom morally and
physically. He foughbt & duel with a
nobleman and killed him. This added
not o little in making him respeoted.
With malicious verses and quick repat-
tees, he uaderstood bow to bo resproted.

A cavelier had undertaken once, when
he roturnod through the ante-chamber,
coming from the boudoir of tho royal
Indies, to ridiculo him in the presence of
the courtiers.

 Monsiour,” he addressod him, and
held out a costly walch, “yon understand
somathing about watohmaking. Wonld
you bo so very kind, I pray, as to look at
mtne ; b is in disorder.”

 Monsicur,” Besumarchais responded,
* gince I have ceused to be ocoupied with
watchmaiking, I have become very un.
skilful.”

“ 0, do not refase me this favor.”

#“Be it 50; but I reitorate that I have
bacome very unskiifal."

Ho took the watch, opened it, lifted it
up bigh as if vxamining it closely, ‘and
It it drop.

Deeply bowing, he turned to the cave-
lier saying :

“I cantioned you that I had become
very unskilfal,”

Aud he left the spartment while the
duped nobleman collected the pieces of
his timepiece.

At another timo, Beaumarohms heard

that evil-minded persons had prejudiced

the princesses, by telling them that he
stood’in unfilial relations with kis father,

‘He therefore went to Paris,.visitéd his

father in the watchmaker's shop, and
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The“Excelsior” Patent Dust Proof Caée.

PATENTED, PATENTED,
United States, Dom. of Canada
27th December, 28th Pebruary,
1881, 1882

This is the first and only case made without one grain of solder. Every pieceis cut from the solid metal and
pressed into the shape used in the case.  This process hardens the gold and silver by the only method known (that
is to work it), and is handed to the Trade as hard as is possible to make it, being a great advantage over a case made
in the ordinary way, 1 saving gold and silver by making a case as strong as a much heavier one that has been
softened as heat does in soldering on pendant, joints, thumb catches, or joint to swing movement in. Heat not
only softens the gold or silver, but warps it out of the shape that the snaps have been fitted to, and it is never perfect
after soldering. The Excelsior Patent Dust Proof is never soldered, never heated, is fitted pcrfectly, and remains
perfect.  The Excelsior Dust Proof has no joints to wear out or break offt. The Excelsior Patent Dust Proof has
no spring to break or wear the case.  There'is no pz;rt of the Excclsior Patent Dust Proof that will wear. The
Excelsior Patent Dust Proof is the safest case made for protecting the movement—it will never open in the pocket
Put an Excelsior Dust Proof in your pocket, bend forward, backward, put yourself in any position you please and
the Excelsior is closed tight. In an ordinary case, with springs, by bending forward the case will often open and
when the lock-spring is worn, the case is nearly always open.

TRADE MARK.

The Excelsior Patent Dust Proof Case is the strongest, best fitting and most durable case
made. Ask your Jobber for the Excelsior Patent Dust Proof. Every case warranted as
stamped, 18 kt,, 14 kt, 12 kt.,, 10 kt, United States Mint Assay or Coin Silver, as may bc
stamped, and every genuine case bears the Trade Mark. The Excelsior Patent Dust Proof
Case may be obtained from any of the jobbing houses in the country.

Instructions to Open the Excelsior Patent Dust Proof Case.

First press the crown as in opening an ordinary Hunting Cased Watch, then to open front, turn bow to the
right with thumb and finger; to open the back, turn left. To close, turn case back in same position as when case
was closed, and snap same as glass bezel on any watch.
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undor pretoxts porsuaued him to nccom-'

pony him to Versailles. Me was ox-
tromeoly care.al to meot tho princesses
soveral timos during the drive, Hb went
to seo ther: in the evening and wné
recoived very coolly, but was asked, as hie
had oxpected, with whom he had
been driving.

« With my father,” ho responded.

Gront astonishment ; oxplanations fol-
lowed, nnd Boaumarchais begged the
honor of presonticg his father who was
un the ante chamber. The old gentleman |
was admitted, and with paternal pride he
sounded the praises of his son. In fact
the honest citizen who had oxpelled his
scapegrace son, had learned.to hold Lim
in high esteom, and was ready enough to
proclaim it. And his son gave him an
opportunity soon after.

In order toobtain a patent for nobility,
he had, for 85,000 frs., purchased tho
titnlar position of Seoretary to the King.
There was only one obstacle, his father
still pnraued the business of watchmakér,
a vocation incompatible with tho bigh
pretensions of his son. Wheréforo
he persnaded him by letter to retire, and
bound bimsolf to honorably support him
and his sisters. The futher in order not
to thwart the.aspirations of. his sox, ac-
ceeded, the latter obtained his patent, and
the former lived afterward, in company

with his four unmarried daughters,’as

rentier, smply supported by the munifi-
cence of his son.

member of the horological fraternity
without following his fortune», the more
8o, since he was destined to play a large
part in the futare events of Frauce.

Beaumarchais, a favorite of fortuns in
everything le undertook, in his new
relation engnged in the sale of arms to
Awerica, and otlier speculations, and
soon became & very rich man. Three
law sunits made him known everywhere,
and two theatre piecos raised hini to the
rank of the most celobrated of Froneh
suthors.  His ‘lawsnits, which he
conducted against a high functionary,
obtained their great popularity because
Beaumarchais skilfully defended himself,
and with it, all the rights of citizens here-
tofore wronged by. justice.

In them, he attacked the ancient effeta

order, the defoended and ossified right, the:

corruption of tho administration, the|
preferences of the higher ranks. The

great minds were impelling Frauce. to.

that immenss revolution, destined to

change the faco of the entiro civilized
world, nnd Boaumarchais shook with
vigor and energy, in his law documents
on tho decayed pillars of the temple of
justice, tho tumbling’ down of which
spoedily followed thereby. hat he
termod Momoirs, in’ which ho recounted
in & mastorly maunner his disputes, wore
illustrious pamphlets against tho-govern-
mont, which long ago had beoamo odions
to the people. Boaumavchais published
them, and his Jawsuits becamo thomes
"of Sational lubot‘g . .exorted siich
& power that the German poet Goothe
dramatized it, and -porsonificd M. de
Beaumarohais in his' drama * Clavigo.”

His two theatre pieces searcely earned
him less famo. * The Marriage of Fig-
oaro,” and tho * Barber of Seville,” are
kuown to.everyono.

The “Mnrrmge of Figaro,” was first
played in Paris in 1784, and its succese
was simply immense. Not on account of
its special beauties, but of its wit and
poetieal proclivities, InFigaro, the merry

idea wasreduced for the first time; this
servant of the Count Almnaviva repre.
sented the thira estate, tho citizenship,
which was slill regarded as subject by

and as inferior in rights, but which was
already in ferment, caused by this politi-
cal and social inferiority, Everything
ho felt was expressed in this pert and

|- witty Figaro, and laughers were :not
Wo cannot part from so inleresting a’

wantiag even in the highest circles.
This established before the whole world
the moral right of theso attacks upon
the privileges of the nobility and the
prindiples of social equality were thus
sanctioned. ‘The saying of Figaro, wero
secret thoughts of the people, and
silenced all those against whom it was
aimed.

laid bare at once, as if the last shred of
deception had been dropped. All aucient
authoritics, tho existenco of which,
simply be¢ause they wera thinga handed
down from the past, was still sanctioned
and commanded respect, could be seen
tumbling together il a miserablo manner,
and becamo a laughing stock, whereby
their respect was lost forever. If there
was a roiten concern, Beanmarchais
nimed-4 shaft of derision thereat, and it

had been writtan lacking signatures, he
affixed them. He was another Aris-

tophenes, who pointed with his finger at

‘Barber, the everywherc felt democratio,

both the-.nobility.-and: the -government,

The infirmities of existing society were '

‘néver failed its mark. Before this, letters |

‘follows s

what he nssniled, and nt tho samo time
he hnd beon n suocossful aspirant for
that nobility himsolf.

It is romarkablo that this picco, which
tho French govornment oritic would not
permit, was porformed at the apecial
cominnnd of Mario Antoinotto. Beaumar-
chais was groatly liked by her, as well as
by the King, and both did naturally uot
dream that thoy wero londing o eannon
with TFigaro the oharge of which should
hit themsolves. The righ. 1 of the nobihty

“to o)l the prefermonts ia the State could

not bo dorided better thar by tho words
of Figaro, * because lio had taken the
trouble to be born."

Besumatclinis was the wilty geuias
who predioted the Revolution as an in-
ovitable fact. When it ontered into the
arena of history with an earnest face, and
finally played its tragionl part, carried
away by paasion, a gonius like that of
“Tigaro's Marringo,” was of no further
consequence. He whose works had struck
such heavy blows at the old regime, could
not escape the Nemisis; to fall with it,
a4 had carried him upward. In the
yaar 1784, ho was tho wost honored man
1y France, rich, popular with tho citizens,
foared by the nobility, and his pieco was
‘porformed 72'times in succession, calling

‘forth an ever-increasing applause from

the publie, until he himself snid : *Thero
is only one madder thing than my picce,
and that is its succoss.”

Fifteen years afterward, at the end of
the century, the same Beaumarehais died
almost unknown, and impoverished, aftor
having been proclaimoed the enemy of
the people, and barely escaped with his
life.—Jewelers’ Circular,

THE WAY TO WEALTH.

Fromy- Poor Richard's Almanac.

Wo are pleased to present to our
readers a roprint of the colebrated
maxims and apothegms of Benjamin
Franklin, printed in his almanac, which
bore tho feigned name ot Richard
Saunders, and hence ncquired the title
of “Poor Richard’s Almanac.” Its
publication began in the year 1782, and
continued twenty-five years. When it
was bronght to a close a collection of
the maxims, was published in the last
number in an addross to the readers,

entitled “The Way to Wealth.” The
ddmirable digest has been translated
into various languages, and is widely
known. We reproduce it herewith as
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THE WAY TO WEALTH.

I stopped my horse lately where a
great number of peoplo were colleoted ut
au auction of merchaunts' geods. The
hour of sale not being como, they wore
conversing on the badness of the times ;
and ono of tho company called to a plain,
clean old man, with white locks, * Pray,
Father Abrabam, what think ye of the
times ? Won't these heavy taxes qiite
ruin the country ? How shall we over
be able to pay them 2 What would youn
advise us to ?” IFather Abraham stood
up and replied, ““If youll have my advice,
I'll give it to you in short: ‘for a word
to the wise.is enough : and many words
won't fill a bushel,’ a8 poor Richard
says.” They joined in desiring him to

speak his mind; and gathering round him®

he proceeded as follows :—

“Friends (says he) and neighbors, the
taxés are indeed very. hesvy:; and if
those laid on by the government were
the only ones we had to psy, we
might more easily discharge them; but
we have many others, and much more
grievous to some of us. We are taxed
twice as much by our idleness, three
times as much by our pride, and four
times as much by our folly; and from
theso taxes tlié commissioners cannot
easo or deliver us by allowing an ‘bate-
ment. However, let ns hearken ta good!
advice, and something may bo done for
us: ‘God helps them that help them-
selves, as poor Riehard' saye in his
Almauac. \

It would be thought a hard govern-
ment that shounld tax its people one-
tenth part of their time, to be employed
in its service ; but idleness {axes many
of us much more, if' we reckon all that is
spent in absolute , sloth; or doing of
nothing, with that which is spent in idle
cmployments, or amusements that
amount to nothing. Sloth, by bringing
on diseases, absolutely shortens life.
‘Sloth, like rust, consuines faster than
labor wears ;™<cBile the key often used is
always bright;’ "as poor Richard says:
‘But dost thou love life ? then do not
squander time, for that's the stuff life is-
made of,” as poor Richard says. How
much more than is nécessary .do we
spend in sleep ! forgetting that the sleep-.
g fox catches no poultry, and that
there will be sleeping enough in the
grave,’ as poor Richard says.. If time
be of all things the most precious,

enter; for ‘Industry pays debts,

says) the greatost prodigality ;' since, ns! Lot not the sun look down, and say,

he elsewhere tells us, *Lest time is never
found again; ond what we ocall time
onough, always proves little enough.’
Lot us then up and be doing, and doing

to the purpose ; so by diligence shall wo |

do more with less perplexity. ‘Sloth
makes all things difficult, but industry
all easy," as poor Righard says; and ‘He
that riseth late raust trot .all day, and
shall soarce overtake his business at
night ; while laziness travels 80 slowly
that poverty soon overtakes him,' as we
read in poor Richard ; who adds, ¢ Drive
thy business; let not that drive thee;’

and,

‘Early to bed and early to rise
Makes a.man Healthy, wealtby, and wise.'

“ 8o whiat significs wishing and
hoping for better times? We mako
these times better if we bestir ourselves.
‘Industry nesds not wish,’ as poor Rich-
ard ssys; ‘He that lives upon hope will
die fasting.! ¢There are no gains with-
out- pains; then help, handz, for L.have
uo londs : or if 1 have, they are smartly
taxed ;' and (as poor Richard likewise
observes) ‘He that hath & trade hath an

estate, and he that hath a calling hath
but then

an office of profit and honor;’
the trede must be worked at, and the
oaIlmg “well - followed;. or nelther the
estate nor the office will eriable us to pay
‘onr' taxes. If we -are industrions, we
shall nover starve; for as poor Richard
suys ¢ At the working-man's house

‘hunger Jooks in, bot darss not.enter.’

Nor will the balliff or the constable
but

despair increaseth them,’ says poor

Richard. What though yon have fonnd

no treasure, nor has any rich relation
left you a. legacy? ‘Diligence is the

.mother of good luck,’” as poor Riochard

says: and * God gives all things to in-
dustry : then plow dcep while sluggards
sleep, and you will have corn to sell and
to keep,’ says poor Dick. Work while it
is called to-day ; for you know not how
much you may ‘be Inuaered to-morrow ;
which makes. poor-Richard say, ‘One to-
day is worth two to-morrows; and
further, *‘Have you somewhat -to do
to-mosrow, do it to.day.” ‘If you were a
sexvant, would you not be ashamed that
a good master should catch- you. idle.?

Are you, then, your own master ? be‘
ashamed to catch yourself idle,’ as.poor. ‘

Dick says. When there is so much {o

' Inglorious here lhe lies I’ Handle your
tools without mittons; remember that
*The cat in gloves ocatohes no mice,’ as
poor Richard saye. It is true, there is
muoh to be done, and perhaps you are
woak-handed ; but stick to it steadily
and'you will seo great offeots ; for con-
tinael dropping wears away stones, and
by diligence and patienco the mouse ate
into the cable; and ‘ight strokes fell
groat oaks,’ as poor Richard says in his
Almanne, the year I cannot just now
remember.

“ Methinks 1 hear some of you say,
* Must o man afford himself no leisare 2°
—1I will tell thee, my friend, what poor
Riochard says. ‘Employ thy time well
if thou meanest to gain leisure ; and since
thou are not sure of a minute, throw not
away an hour! [Leisure is time for
doing something useful ; this leisure-the
diligent man will obtain, but the lazy
man npever; so that as poor Richard
says, ‘A life of leisure and a life of
laziness aro two things." Do you imag-
ine that sloth will afford you more
comfort than labor? No; for as poor
Richard says, ¢ Troubles spring from
-idleness, aud grievous toils from needless
Jgase : many without labor would hive by
their own wits.only, but they break for
want of stock.” Whereas industry gives
comfort, and plenty, and respoct. ¢ Fly
pleasures, and they'll follow you; the
diligent spinner has a large shift; and
now I have a sheep and -a cow, every-
body bids me good-morrow :' all which
is woll said by poor Richard.

{To be Concluded next Month.)

Y

1

BUSINESS CHANGES FOR JANUARY.

Samson & Swauson, Blenlieim, Hardware, dis-
solved, W. D. Samson continues alone; A. E.
Morris & Co., Torontu, Jewelry, style now Levetus
Morris & Co., J. Keonedy & Co , Guelph, Jewclers,
sclling off by auction; Joho Crow, Hamilton,
Joweler, sheriff in possession ; J. I+ Martincau
& Fils, Quebeo, Hardware, Lias eslled meoting of
us creditors ; Hutchinson & Co., 8t. Johns N.1¢,,
Jawelry, store closed, Joln Woodward, I'urt
Rowan, Hardwaro, gelling out ; Miller, Morso &
Co., Hardware, Winuipeg. admitted F. M. Morso
xnto the firm : John Swindles, Jeweler, Hamilton,

| skedaddled.
|

Y

BUSINESS NOTES.

D). Hassy, a tinsmith, of Walkerton, loft sud
dénly tho other night for parts unknown, but

i

be done for yourself, your fmmly, and | before doing so mado an assignment to John
wasling time must be (as poor Richard | your gracious king, be up by peep of day;

KRlein.
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The Best Watch now in the Mazrket for
General Use.

~==80LD IN GOLD CASES ONLY.=—=3

Fourteen and Eighteen Carat Fine. Quality Stamped and
CUARARTEED by the Company.

This watch is of medium size, and made to indicate and register
the fifth second. :

By new inventions and the applica:ion of American Machinery,
Tre Americax Warcn Co. has so simplified the manufacture of
these Watches as to greatly reduce their cost, and they can now be
obtained at prices which make them the MOST DESIRABLE

time-piece for all classes of watch wearers.

FOR + SALE + BY + ALL + FIRST-CLASS + JEWELLERS

AMERICAN WATCH CO.,
ROBBINS & APPLETON, General Agents,

INEW YOREK.
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rar. Hamirox Powder Company, Montreal,
has nequired the building now being orooted on
Belt's Island, Kingston, for the manufacture of
dypamito. Thero is a groat demand for this ex-
plosive and dualin at mincs along tho line of tho
Kingston & Pembroke Railway.

Mn Frankuis J. Laioraw, for many years in
the employ of tho late Robt. Wilkoes, and lately
travelling for his succcssors, was last Thureday
evening presented by bis fellow-employees, with
a gold Albert chain aud locket, together with
an address oxpressive of regret at Alr. Laidlaw
leaving the employ of tho firm.

A Youxa Canadian named Aylmer Samis was
arrvsted cno the 5th of January at Detroit for
smtiggling five watchds, * Ho pleaded:guilty and
was taken fo gaol to awsit disposition Ly Judge
Brown. Samis formerly lived in Port Hope and
Newcastle. Ho has been in Detroit only a few
weoks. Still the work goes on, and still we won-
der 2t crime.

MR J. A WartTs, the well known and popular
manager of the Toronto Silver Plate Co., has
just returned from a visit to the United States,
where he succeeded in securing the services of
some of the best workmen in the electroplate
trade. The Company will now prosecute vigor:
ously the manufacture of the newest designs of
Hollow Ware, and expect shortly to turn out an
assortment of goods that will be a credit to
Capada. :

ANew Tsrernone.—Mr, R. Gray, agent of tho
Grand Trank Railway at Acton, hasinvented and
patented a new telephope.  Tho instrument has
been in sucoessful operation over a three mile
circuit at Acton for some time, and although it
has received no greator tost 8o far its utility for
this distance leaves no doubt as to the possibility
of ita successful operation over longer strotches.
The chief feature of the new telephone is that you
can hear 8 message in an office without putting
your eir to the instrument, and that it does away
with the necessity of using a bell to call the per-
son up with whom you wish to speak.

TaEe Hardwarce firm of J. L. Maitineaun ot fils
Quebeo, has issued a circular to its creditors cal-
ling & meoting when 8 statement will be
submitted. As far as we can learn from
outside sources their lLiabilities wiil probably
amount ¢2 about $25,000, dus principally in Mon-
treal. The asscts are understood to be largely
composed of outstanding accounts among poor
blacksmiths in tho S8aguenay district. The con
czrn, whilo claiming a considerable nominal sur-
plus, has boen in a troubled condition for a long
timo past. A failure is recorded against them in
1871, on which occasion they settlod at twelve
sud six pence in the pound.

Mr. Jony Crow for some timohas kept & small
yowelry storeon York Stroet, Hamilton. Howent
to that city abount eightecn montbs ago, soon
etarting business with a capital abont $1,000.
On Tuesdsy, 2ad inst, he gavo his wifo some
moncy and told her ho was going to Toronto and
wounld return the next dsy. Ho has not been
scen in thocity since, Depaty Sheriff Gibson s
in chargo of tho stock for Mr. Crow's creditors,
whose claims amount to about $2,000; sssets
about §700,  Mrs. Crow staies that sho thought
ho was gefting along well and had no ides he wgs
goingaway. 8ho is left in somowhat straight-
anod circumstances, with an infant.

MoxTaoue Baxks carriod on the drug business
in Winnipeg for soveral yoare aud mado an awk.
ward failure. Thon he beecamo a clerk. About
a year ago lio bought a amall grocery and liquor
business and openod in hjs wifo’'s namo.
Now slio bas aesigned, with liabilities of about
88,000 aud pomiunal assets of $5,000 or 86,000,
Montague had not much business capacity, and
could not rcasonably expeot to make monoy
without it*in a wide-awake city like Winbipeg.
This is only another illustration of tho folly of
pooplo who have not capacity rusbing into busi-
ners. *“Oh! Montague, Montague, what wonld
your mcther say if she could seo you now."

THR latest proposed method of ensnaring “'the
eaterprising burglag* throws doog-pistols. elec-
tric bells, and all previous burglar alarm ap-
paratus completely into the shade. Electric
pinsimbedded in window sills and door-stepsdid
their work, but overdid it by alarming the bur-
glar oftener, than the household, and have conse-
quently, fallen into disfavor. According to the
new plan, the electric buttons will be preserved
as before. but the current instead of starting an
alarm will turn on the full glare of an electric
light, and at the same time expose a platein a
camera all in readiness to receive an instantane-
ous picture of the party * occupied incrime.”
The scheme is novel and ingenious, and would
be useful if photographs of an unmasked man
could be counted on. In the meantime it is
better to be watned of the preseace of a
burglar than to have ever so good a picture of a
felonious person eflectually disguised.

Jorx SwiNDLE, joweler, Hamilton, Ont., levant-
od a fow days ago, leaving a lot of creditors to
mourn his departure., Developments go to show
that ho did businoss largely with the pawnbrokers.
Atthedifferent pawn.shops some cighteentwatches,
gold and silver, bavo beon seized by Detective
Mackenzie. Thoy were pawned for a total sum
of §223. Tho real valuouf the watehes would not
bo less than $1,000. Many of the watches have
boen claimed by their owners. This Swindle
swindler, is &8 good example of a class that ate
bocoming eommon in America, eimply becanse
credit is too cheap, and wholesalo honses have
themselves to blame for crediting such irrespon-
sible people. If wholesale dealers always insisted
upon such men paying cash until they get their
crodit established, wo wonld hear of fewer rogerics
of this kind. His croditors should hunt for this
fellow until thoy find, him and put him through
a8 far ag the law will allow. An cxamplo made
of such people now and again might act as a de-
terrant against such prectioes.

Mosr jewclers find it hard enoogh to put their
advertisements ioto prose, let alone into rbymo,
but this does not secm to be the caso with onr
friend W. J. Douglas, jewcler, of Pembroke, Ont.
Por his holiday advertisipg he mouuts his
Pegazinn gteed and soars aloft on tho wings of

versc away over tbo heads of his competitors.
Wo trust his Christmas trads was as good a8 his
verses, and that ho may ever be able truthfully w
sing

© Thus wags tho world, success begot:

Envy end malice, and oft sets

Slander in motion, anger whots,

But Dovoras.

Qaward, rogerdless, koops his way,
Tets triends snd foes havo their say,
Ho sticks to business makes it pay,
Doos Dotoras,

AnoTHER of the best known business men in
Montreal, Mr. Horatio A. Nelson, has passed
away, Born in New Hampshire in 1816, Mr.
Nelson went to Montreal in the year 1840, where
he began businessin tke firm of Nelson & But-
ters. In 1861 the firm became Nelson & Wood,
and in 1874, the four sons of the deceased being
admitted partners, the firm became H. A. Nel-
son & Sons. A prudent and methodical man,
Mr. Nelson built up an extensive business, and
what is more, earned an cnduring name for fair
dealing, which his sons and successors in two
cities well maintain. In the City Council of
Montreal the deceased gentleman served his
fellow-citizens faithfully and well, holding for
years the position of chairman of the Finance
committee. In Quebec Legislature he spent
three or four years; as president of the Montreal
Loan & Investment Association, director in
Molsons Bank and other corporations his judg-
raent was valued ; whilein works of temperance,
charity and morality his influence was strong
on the side of right It was not.alone in church
circles that he received and merited the affec.
tionate title of * Father Nelson ;" he has been
father, helper, counseller, to many. In his
death the city of Montreal losses a diligent,
conscientious and public spirited citizen.

Dezato or Ay oup axp Hisnuy Reseecrop
JeweLEr.—\Vo are sorry tobavo to chronicle the
death of Mr. Henry Davis, tho well-known
joweler of London, Ont. Mr. Darvis had boen en-
gaged in the jowelry business in that city for
nearly thirty years, and was well known through.
out the trado as oio of the best watchmakers in
Canada. Heoleaves threo sons ungaged in the
same business, one in London, who for sevoral
years past bas managed theold business, and
two in Toronto, who havobuilt up a very suo
cess{ul trade under the stylo of Davis Bros.

By thodeath of Mr. James Michio, Toronto
loses ono of her foremost and most respected
citizens. Ar. Micbio was born in Strathdon,
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, in 1828. Attho sgo
of cightoen he left his native town and country
for Canada, and arriving in Toronto in 1846.
On coming to Toronto ho cuntered into tho
gervices of Alex. Ogilvio & Co., of which hia
uncle, the late Georgo Michie, was partner, In
1853 tho now well-known firm of Fulton, Michio
& Co. was established, tho late James Michio
being the managing partner. This was the ro-
tail branch of the wholesa’o firm of A. Ogilvie &
Co. About the samo timo as tho business of
Fulton, Michio & Co. was cstablished, the present
firm of George Michie & Co. was also started,
James Michio being a partner.  Probably no
citizen of Toronto was befler kaown and
liked than Mr. Michic. Ho was tho soul of honor,
geoerond to a fanlt and liberal, though unoston.
tetious in his munificent charitics. He bad a
host of friends, not one »single enemy, and
his pame will long bo remembered in this city
as that of ono who, posscssing imwneneo riches,
used them so wcll a3 to earn the good will
instead of tho envy of thoso who knew him.
The many who had mnot the pleasuro of
his acquaintanco will miss his genirl faos and
well-known {orm from our streets, but to thoso
who knew him but to love him, his death creates

& gap that no ono clse can fill.

-
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J. & J. TAXTILOR,

SAFE_WORKS

Patentees and sole m'muhctnrem of Taylor's patent Fire-proof Safes with

B 118211 Von-Conducting Steel Fiange Doors.

Burgiar Proof Safes. Vaults, Vault Doors, Bank Locks,
Combination Louks, Prison Loecks and all Kinds
of Fire & Burglar-Proof Securities.

20 YEARS ESTABLISIHED.

The Oldest and Most Reliable Safe Manufacturing Firm in the Dominion,

A @ AHDERS N( S CO

NOTICE.

We take this opportunity of thanking our numerous customers for the liberal
share of patronage extended to us dunno the season of 1882, and also beg to *
announce that our Mr. Anderson has just returned from the American Markets,
where he has been selecting the latest novelties. Our travellers will take pleasure
in calling on the trade durinO' February.

A. C. ANDERSON & CO - - HAMILTON, ONT

R W COCELSTOXE”

PATENT DUST PROOF CASE.

7 immerman, McNaugﬁt & Lowe

Desire to inform the Trade that they have on hand a Large Stock of this new Dust-Proof Case, which

UNQUESTIONABLY THE BEST AND CHEAPEST DUST PROOF CASE IN THE MARKET. ;

——

o

.

ATSO A CO

STOTIE OF

Boss' Patent Stiffened Gold Cases.

THE BEST COLD-STIFFENED CASE MANUFACTURED, BOTH IN KEY & STEM-WINDERS.
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WORKSHOP NOTES.

Esonavers ~Bonoen Wax, —Boeswax, 1 part,
pitch, 2 parts, tallow, 1 part, mix. Engrav-
ers’ cemont: Resu, 1 part; briok-dust, 1 part;
mix with heat.

Purismye Puwprr.—An excellont polishing
powder for gold and silver consists of burnt
and fincly-polvenized rock alam, 5 parts, and
levigated cbalk, 1 part. Mix and apply witha
dry brush

Gus ror Backine Lapens.-Mix pure dext-
rne with boliog water until it assumes tho
cousisiency of ordinary mucilage. Apply with
a full evenly-made camel's hair brash. The
paper should not be too thin or unsized.

TrasFERRING Picrures, xrc.—If you desiro
to transfer piotures from papor to wood, for
re-cngraving, soak tho print in & saturated
solution of alcohol and white caustic potash, to
soften the ink, thon transfer to the block under
rofler pressare.

ExtrACIRNO SILVER FROM YWasTAGE.—Mix you'r
refuse with an equal guantity of wood cbarenal,
place in a cruciblo, and heat to a bright red, and
in a short time a silver button will be found
at the bottom. Carbonate of soda is another
good flux.

To RExrw orp OrL Parxrinos.—The black-
ened lights of old pictures may be instantly
restored to their original hue by touching them
with dentoxide of hydrogen, diluted by six or
eight times its weight in water. The part must
be afterwsrds washed with a clean sponge and
water.

Mrran Lzrrens or Puate Griss.—It is often
necessary to attach ;lass or metal letters to
plato glags. Uss the following binder: Copal
varnish, 15 parts, drying oil, § parts; turp-n-
tine, 8 parts; oil of turpentine, 2 purts;
liquefied glae, 5 parts. Melt in a water bath
and adqd 1Q parts slaked lime.

SCIENCE AND OTHER NOTES.

SiLveR coin was struck at the English mint
last year to the value of $5,021,615. The profit
to the Government was $469,110. Besides this
coinage, the mint struck about 890,000 worth of
bronze pieces. In 1881 worn- coin of the nom-
inal value of 81,600,000 was withdrawn from
circulation. The recoinage of the light gold in
circulation in England, computed at §250,000,.
000, cannot be deferred much longer, in the
judgment of competent observers. Besides the
expenses of recoinage, there will be found an
actual deficit of precious metal of 83.250,000, if
the process be undertaken.

Toimutate old artistic productions made of
sold silver, the ground work a2nd hollow por-
tions not suject to friction are covered with a
blackish red carthy coat, the parts in relief
remaining with a bright lead luster, mix a thin
paste of finely pulverized plumbago with
esscnce of turpentine, to which a small propor-
tion of red ochre may be added to imitate the
copper tinge of certain oid silver ware ; smear
this all over the articles. After drying, gently
tub with a soft brush, and the reliefs are set off
by cleaning with a rag dipped in spirits of wine.
Old silver is easily renewed and the brightness

of the metal restored by a hot solution of caustic
potash, cyanide of potassium, or benzole. To
give the old silver tinge to small articles, such
as buttons and rings, throw them into the above
paste; rub in a bag with a large quantity of dry
fir-wood sawdust until the desired shade 1s
obtained.

THE case of two clever English rogues, Fulton
and Watson, came on for hearing in the city of
Paris yesterday. It was tuey who last wiater
stole from a jeweler, Mme. Chauvet, in the Rue
des Capucines, diamonds to the value of 230,000

francs The robbery was perpetrated in the
following daring fashion A man, calling him-
self Caston, presented himselfl in Mme.

Chauvet's shop and requested to boshown some"
diadem diamonds, necklaces, etc. His manners
were so good, and his dress so elegantly correct
in every respect, that the merchande had no
hesitation in spreading before her customer her
most valuable gems. Of these the swindler
made a lavish cheice, and asked Mme. Chauvet
to place them in a small black hand-bag he had
brought on purpose. In payment, the pretended
Colonel offered a check on a foreign bank,
which was refused. * \Wait a moment,” cried
the blackleg. ‘I will get it changed at the bank
and bring.you the notes. Keep the hand-bag: I
shall be back diiectly.” So saying he disap-
peared. Almost immediatly he had left the
shop a respectably.dressed woman entered and
requested to be shown a certain ring in the shop
window. While Mme. Chauvet was occupied
in getting the ring, the ** Colonel's™ accomplice
succeeded in adroitly substituting an absolutely
similar hand.bag for the one left on the counter.
This done, she quickly chose her ring and left.
When evening came without her customer
returning, Mme. Chauvet opened the bag—
which she thought was the same one that ** the
Colonel ** had left—and discovered that she had
been robbed.  \WWhen Fulton and Watson were
arrested in Belgium for other diamond rob-
beries, several stones stolen from Mme. Chau,
vet were in their posession. Fulton was
yesterday sentenced to four years, and Watson,
the pretended Colonel, to five years® imprison-
ment.—London Standard, August 27.

Tho Waishmaker, Joweller and Silversmith,

A Monthly Nustrated Jounal. Published in
London.

The Representative Organ of the Watch,
Jecellery and Rindred Trades in the
United Kingdom.

It is full of original information and thorough
practical instruction contributed by the leading
writers-on the various subjects connected with
the above trades. . The text 15 well illustrated
by wood.cuts, and two supplements of artistic
g:signs for jewellery, etc accomrpany eoch nuni-

r

This important Trade Organ, now in its
seventh year of publication is in the hands ot
every Bnitish Watchmaker, Jeweller and Silver
smith, and is thercfore a most valuable medium
for manufacturers requiriug publicity in Great
Britain.

Our list of permanent contributors includes
suchnamesas: J. U. Poole, Richard \Whit-
taker, Henry Ganney, Moritz Grassmann, J.
Herrmann, E. ]. Watherston, W. H. Singer,
an mlc guarantee for the sterhing value of the
journal. Subscription §s. per annuin.

Published by A. FISCHER, 11 Saint Bride
Street, London, E. C., England.

THE WATCHMAKER -

And Metal Worker

Is the official Journal of the

Watchmakers and Jewellers,

of the North west,
CONTAINING 66 PAGES OF

Hlustrations and Reading Matter.

Whose columns are replete with choice articles
upon Horology, Watch.making and repairing,
written for this Journal by practical aad scien-
tific men, also a large amount of general infor-
mation of vital iryportance to the trade; also
continued articles;.or-lessons in letter engraving,
written by a celebrated engraver of this city.
Subscription price, $1.50 per year. Single
copy, 15 cents.

Jewelers' Publishing Company, Publishers,

149151 STATE STREET, CHICAGO.

New York Offica, 206 Broadway,

FPOREIGIT OFFICES.
H. Bush, Appointed Agont, - .+ HOULL ENOLAND

HrNny F. Ginvra, 449 8trand, W. C,  LoNpoXN, Exo
E.DKE WYTENBACK., - - - QGRNRvA,BUIBSE

THRE LARGBEST

Clock House

IN CANADA,

7
FATENTZD
MAPCH 27'® 1877,

=
S/

I beg todirect the attention of the Trade to
my large assortment of Clocks, from the follow
ing celebrated manufacturers, viz..

SETH THOMAS, WELCH,
GILBERT AND ANSONIA,
INGRAHAM

I keep these Clocks in cvc[rly style now manu.
factured, and show 200 different varieties of
samples, besides Regulators of all kinds

1 will sell, only to the Trade, any of the above
makes of American Clocks at prices lower than
any house in Canada, and will guarantee tomeet
any competition cither in gualxty, style or price
Also a large variety of Ladies and Gent's Swiss
Watches, Gold, Silver and Nickel Cases, Key
and Stem Winders.

SAMUEL STERN,

Sole Agent for SETH THOMAS' CLOCKS,

31 Wellington, 40 Front 8t. E., Toronto,
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INGLIS, PICARD & CO.,

(Successors to H. VIDAL & CO.,)
IMPORTERS OF AND JOBBERS IN

mah'bw,“ (W atch Materials,

TOOLS, WATCH GLASSES, ETC,

P.0. BOX 1775. 214 ST. JAMES STREET, MON’I‘REAL QUE.
GEO E COOPEB T WHEIITE & SON,
Manufacturing Jewellers, Gold
ORNAMENTAL & GE\ERAL and Silver Platers, and
ENGRAVER, R LAPIDARIES,
E g 2% 12 2olinda St. Toronto
31 KING STREET EAST, 5 g 3’ I ;‘g_?:
X 283
TORONTO - - ONTARIO. 2 a'”’: | 2.5 Canadian Agates, Amethysts, &,
‘ : d? g’g lished and Mountod for the frade. Stors
ALL KINDS OF PLATE, JEWELLERY, ETC. 3 3% Foapors in town snd country will find all work -
l: f. 3z goad at moderate prices.
TASTEFULLY ORNAMENTED. bl N. B.—Alwsys on hand a stock ol
Inscriptions, Mottoes, Crests and
Monograms designed and cngraved in Stones, Imitations, Locket Glasses, &c.
first-class style. Torms Cash. Unsurpsased io tho Dominion.

—==] M PROV HD==

CROWN FILLED CASE

The Smallest, Filled Gold Case

most Compact, ever offered

THIS CERTIFIES THAT THE ACCOM:
FANYING CASE IS MADE OF TWO SOLID
PLATES OF COLD COVERINGA PLATE
OF HARD COMPOSITION.

GUARANTEEDTO WEAR
25 YEARS.
s

and Symmetrical to the Trade.

SUPERIOR QUALITY. SUPERIOR FINISH.

SOLD BY LEADING JOBBERS.



