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KHEYS.

Everybody must have remarked the
extraordinnry multiplying powers be-
longlog to keys, Thero {8 8 glamouu
about them. In vaia do you from time
to time make a minute juspection and
go over your key-rings and kcy-boses,
but betore loag you are wondering to
wlm.t lock to ascribe this particular,
unexpla.lncd tramp ol a key,—~how in
me world you came into possession of
this would-be oruamental implement
with a four cornered head; which can
certainly open nothing you are awure
of posSessing and what you cxn pos-
sibly want with this clumnsy kitchen-
Joor o.lialr, lookiug as if its wards had
been made by a process of gnawing and
Dlting--is something that enguges your
attention for days upon days.

-There they are: keys and keys mys
tey lous, unsuggestive! You can find no
key-holbs for them, and you darc not
tarow them away, clnce suvely their
key-holes must be waiting them sowme-
where in your keeping. For a while
you Zo on lettlag them dangle on your
Lkey-ring or chain in hopes of some sud-
den flash of memory or gtroke of chance
revealing their key-hoies to you, but
the revelation never comes, and at last
you tcke them off and consign them
(f yon are of a prucent and pacl iné
away turn of mind) to the comp.ny
of their unavailing brethres, in o limyo
of the lockless, They will never come
out, and more keys will be added to

Bat the mischief of it §s that keys
do Mot content themselves ~iwn this
supernatural multiplying: they also
disappear like morcly movtal things,—
ke v.xncglasses. t-'um'm. pins and but-
tons. It it wero 01y the having so
many keys with o locks, we might
aceept the pheaowe.. wa with meek won-
der, a8 wo Fronder :.* there being 50
mapy: more stax_ga_-ln e sky ‘than we
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requirve for navigating purposes, and so
many flowers wasting their sweotness
on the desort afr: but then e have
80 masny locks without keys. From our
wardrobes, our drawers, our doots, our
cablaets, our secretaires, and all the
varlous receptacles to which the fur-
alture may refuse ixand;es, the keys
drop «way like autumn leaves, and, ap-
pareutly like autumn leaves, wither and
pass fatp -“dust, But the unexpected
keys never it the deserted locks, and
that seems & mystery of evil, It is
peculiarly disturbing when, on your
refurning from your holiday-trip, you
have found in. your key-box half a
dozéa keys, whose “raison d'etre” is
an iusoluble problem, to have to send
tor the locksmith to replace hali-a-doz-
en o‘t‘uer keys wh!\.h have melted out
of thetr tocks, 20 one knows when or
how. As a rule, unexpected keys are
smaY, and deserted locks are large. It

_would scem almost as it vexatious fair

—

ies make changelings of keys as they
used to do lu olden times, of babies.
and there is no other theory whic. can
coanect those keys with those locks!

The troubles of life nssumo differcat
aspeets tu different sufferers: to some
the diseusd, to others, the doctor is
the greater trial; to svms the dinner
of herbs, to others the stalled ox is
the mortlfication; to some the frying-
pan, to others the iire is the less ob-
jectionable murtyrdoni; 80 it is with
locks and keys. rhere are persons, pur.
haps a wajority —{or such persons must
be unthinking, and the unthinking are
a majorlty—there'nre persons who hold
it a lighter afflictloa to possess keys
without locks than locks without keys,
Looking ouly to the mement, they note
the lncoavenience of findjug their pro-
perties secured from their access, per-
haps just when they most need them
for immeédjate purposes,; and since no
like obgstruction cam ever arige from
the posgession of aimless keys, which,
it they cau uvlasten nothiug, at least
fasten up anodthing, they take it that
the momertary, the removable diffi-
culty~ ¢hat of the lock whose key has
gone lato the past—represents the im-
measurably greater loss.

This is an evident-nistake. The lock-
smith arrives, forces tho lock, puts it
back iwith another key, and olt i as

v
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before. The loss is dofinite; tho Loy
somd time, more tempér, and your ex-
penses, In the otbhor case tho loss is
indefinite, never at an end. You have
forgottea or failed to learn what that
ey could bave unlocked for you; it
remalns & monument of vanished poasi-
blljties, #fliose chief though unknown
disappoiatments of ljle: it is tho vis-
ible but untelligible record of some-
thing you ought to have and have not.
You can nevee tell now, you can only
gucse, what it mijght have vone it you
had discoered its use, und it has be-
come worse than useless, fcr it is ag-
gravatiag, What endowment can be
more annoylng than a possession which
{ts owner is hopelessly precluded from
enjoying ? :
O3 D e—
MARK YOUR BIRD.

While youang women know, and their
pasents know for them, that marriage
is not merely the happiest and fittest
coadition to which they can look for-
ward, but the oaly happy and fit con-
dition—the only escape from depend-
ence on charity or on their own in-
competencies and loss of social:poéi-
tion, and from all the hardships q.nd
hazards of an u;xskilied and precari-
ous existence—it seems unrcasonable
that neither the young women nor °
thelr parents arc ¢ble to take u.t_:tive
measares to prevent the catastrophe of
final spinsterhood, Eut the instinct
which is at the bottom of the prohi-
bition is one too sound to be gain-
said. Marriage should meaa love, and
love has its own laws and cannot be
transacted accordiag to the principies
of demand and supply, nor through the
medium of parents or any otlxc;r
accradited agents.

That a-ioung woman will have no
pluce In the world vnless & busband
gives her a home aad a purpose in
iife, is no doubt a strong temptation
to marrjage, but it is not a reason for
it. Theee is otly one allowable reason,
and that Is love for the man she mitr-
rlw, und ‘hether it be so or not, or

‘only by the tralning of generations,

young women, unless most except!on-
ally, do not love unsought,

They may of course be dccelvad i,
to the seeklng or as to tho éxtent-and
earnestness of tho secklag, but, thq.*
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snother matter. ‘Thulr choice of whom
to love is umong those who have chosen
them, or who they favey Lnve chosen
them ; and it may be that a girl finds
no ounce present himseld whom she can
regard with the bighest affection, or
even it muy be that no one preseuts
himeelt at all, But she will have sinned
against her wowmanhood, if for any reu-
son—even if she thinks marriage the
grand and highest duty of womanhood
—she gives ficrseli to u husbund whose
love she does not wholly return—astiil
more if, not having a suitor at her dis-

posul. 8li¢ couuwe her chances and se- .

lects o man to lead with her to matri-
moany.

All girls, however, huve uot 80 strong
a self-respect, nor so high a coucage
as to look forward patiently to the
contemued position of a poverty-stric-
ken old-maid, rather thun to marry
for the sake of marriage, or to think
any suitor the man of their heart, sr
have still so much sell-respect as to
quietly run their risk of getting no
offer, ¢r none asalable, rather than
make cholce themselves for matrimon-
inl purpodes of gome likely male ac-
quaintances to train them into win-
niog their hearte und hands. And not
all parents can resign themselves to
seeing  other 2eoples’ portionless
daughters getting comfortable suitors,
and thelr own daughters left unpro-
vided for; nor can they believe that
their daughbters have not a better
chance of real happiness unprovided for
than married on the hook-and-crook
plan. Concerning these persons, the
husband-hunting daughters and the
match-making mothers, it muy be re-
marked that their efforts oftenest fail
from too contrary and peculiar causes.
The mothers err by too palpable a
concentratlon of their attentivus on
the one chosen to be the son-n-law to
be, and by an oversight of any other
possibilities; the daughters, by desul-
toriaess and the propensity to regard
too many meu at once as cucourage-
able Into serious gnitors. A wise old
lady skilled in thesc matters, used to
warn her young friends in this way —
“The mistake all girls make,” she
would say, ‘' is paying attuntion to
two or three men al a time; they lose
the chance by wanting more chances
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My dear, she added, © Al
But husband-

than one.”

ways mark your bird.”

huating girls are a toolish

sportswomen, and too apt to waste

thielr powder and shnt indiscriminately.
B a2 O o

race of

“The great problem that I have to
deal with,” said the Keeper of the im-
baclle asylum, *“is to find some¢ oceu-
pation for the people under my charge.”

* Why uot srt them to lnv'.-ntlu.;:
college yelle *** nsked the visitor.

Fina RONGo

TWS ASSISTANTS

Mrs. Blngo—Don’t you think, deur, it
would be & goond fdea for you to glve
me an expense book, so that the com-
ing year yoa will know where all the
money goes ?

Bingo—7I can tell without any ex-

pense bock, darling, All I have to do
is look on your back.

The days of chivalry are epoken of
a3 the dark ages, probably hecpuse thoy
were the knight time, e
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Boys will be Boys.

Boys. when we come to study them in all
their varicties, are certainly the most sin-
cular animals jn crention. Girls, of covrze,
form a very interesting nd instructive
study . but the ways of hoys are inserutahl.
to thoe keenest observer. .\ short time ayo.
a teacher in one of the public <chools of
Montreal asked the present writer what
he thought of an answer given to an his-
torical question by a youth of fourteen
years old, The question in a written ex-
amination was: “Give some account of
the Spanish Armada.’ ‘The master gave
it as hia opinion that the boy was anigno-
ramus amd & foul  The present writer was
of opinion that the boy bhad simply, Lut
impudently. trisl to muke a fool of the
examiner. Qur readers can form their own
judgment, when they see the answer. It
was a8 follows: The battle of the Span-
ish Armade was fought on Sunday, the
18th of June, 1813. It was in this snrgui-
nary fight that the heroic lloratio Nelson
lost o1 2 of his eyes, nud also au arm—dying
with these ymmortal words on his hps
‘Un thxley, on!”

‘The boy who gave the date of Waterloo
so accuratdly, awd who dereribed correctly
the condition of Nelson. in adaiition to
quoting Walter Rcott’s “Marmion,” was,
1 thiuk. no fool.

Here are two instances which show the
sheer Jaziness of somc clever boys with
good memories, who prefer to learning
lines from a book. “ecatching on” to the
suppored words which they hear from the
lips of their clocuticu masters. Freddie,
for exnmple, had to recite the introduction
to the * Lay of the last Minstrel.” Walter
Scott wrote as follows:

. The way was long, the wind was cold :
‘Fhe minstrel was iniirm and old.”
¥reddie, who had caught up the lines

merely by ear, recited them thus:

“The way was long, the wind was cold’:

The minstrel was infernal old.”

The emphasis which he bad on the itali-
cized word “brought down the house,” as
the phrase runa.

Charlie, his class-mute, surpassed Freddie
in improving the original words of the
poet’s composition. We had to recite be-
fore a large aud fashiopuble audience
Thomas Camnpbell's famous ballad of “Lord
Ullin’s Daughter.”

He did 8o, with the following imporiant
alterations of the text:

There s2ems to be no doubt that one of
Campbell’s stanzes was:

** Come back! come back ! he cried in

grief,
‘“ Aeross the stormy water;
Am] Il forgive your Iighland Chief,
My‘daug ter, O my daughter!”

Charlie’s improved revision ran thus:

“Come back! come back!” he cried in
** Across "the stormy water:

And I'll forgive your Highland cheek.
My daughter, O my daughter”
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<« Tig Latest Tuisa Our iy Hars”

Bl N s T ——

Dirops of Comfont.

Reading a newspaper ju a railway car
and carually dropping on a harrowing ac-
count of “thirty-five lives lost I’ on the
same line, and near the same place, o few
days before.

Losing all your ready money in an un-
lucky speculation, and hearing oll your
friend® wsk in wouder how yon could pos-
sibly be such a fool ? .

Putting on a white “choker” which you
think is very becoming, and being hailed
all the evening as “waiter.”

Breaking down in the middle of your
«.ack song at a conccrt, and hearing a
wmulicions rival cry “Encore! Encore!”

—  BeEie——
A Few Quernics.

When a lady draws herself up, where
ducs she go ta?

Is it true that the zod Pan is the patron
~nint of cookery ?

Some artist is expected to answer this
question. If a picture is well hung in a
gallery, does it follow azx a mattir of
couree that it is well executed ?

A perplexed housewife desires to know
if the crust of a veniv 1 pastry is always
made of doe (dough)?

In lLecoming what is called the “Lion
of a party,” does & man necessarily make
a beast of himself ?

PO
Comments on Pope.

We are probably all acquainted with
Alexander Pope’s famous character “Lo!
the poor Indian.” It is said <f him that
“He hopes admitted to that equal sky
His faithful dog will bear him company.”

As this dog must evidently be a Skye
terrier, the question uaturally arises, how
does the Indian expect to get to Par-dise
with stolen gocds in his noesession ?

Again, therc is another lino of Pope's in
which he saye:

“And beauty draws us with a simple hair.”

This in surely a finc instance of ‘“‘sajil-
lary attraction.” It was the foregoing
line that Lord Byran wrote on an envelope
which contaiued a single golden hair from
the head of the celebrated Lucretia Borgia.

3

Bringing the Case Home,

“Can wvou ,nuke it convenient to vettle
that small account of aine ?” 'said  the
ninth part ol a man to my friend, Augustus
Jones.

“Do you owe anyhody anything 7" asked
the imperturable A. J.

“No. 8i1,” replied the tailor. *“Then, you
can afford to wait” said the debtor, and
waiked off. A few days afterwards, the
“suip” calied again, nrd my friend Augus-
tus Jones wus for the moment porploxed.
He quickly recovered himsell, however, and
snid 1 “Are you really i debt to anybody?”

“Well, Sir, sinc2 you ask me I am sorry
to say that I am.”

“Then, why on earth, douw’t you pay?
replied Augustus.

“Fhat's just it 7 said the tailor, “1 haven't
ot the money, or I wouldn't be pressing
vou 80 hard.”

“Why, by jove, my dear fellow, that’s
just my case to a T, and I am delighted
that you can appreciate my position. I
always held yoor judgment in the highest
respect, and I {eel now more than ever con-
firmed in my high opinion of it. Give me
vour hand, my boy. Good bye.” Exit
tailor. musing.

DID YOU EVER.

Did you ever see o cabman who wore
spectacles ?

Did you ever know the real surname of
a waiter ?

Did you ever know any one Lo was
actunlly the nephew of a pawnbroker, and
could therefore faithfully speak of him as
“my Unele ?”

Did you ever know a church, the richer
nart of whose copgregation was not con-
tinually grumbling that “tlere’s always
a collection in our church ?”

Did you ever know a public billiard mark-
er, or a female lodging-houso keeper, who
hadn’t “seen better days?”

Did you ever have too much iwine at
dinner without wanting more ?

Did you ever hear of a housemaid who
wonld not answer to the name of Mary?

Did you ever buy o fifteen cent cigar
(srve at a first-rate tobacconist’s) that
was half as good as a ten cent one?

Did you ever see n Rishop, a Dean, or
an Archdeacon of the Anglican Church,
wearing & white hat ?

e DpCe——
A Few Bad Riddles,

(From a Maniac’s Note-book.)

1. Why is the washing brought home on
Saturday ?

Beeause it’a fhe close (tlothes) of the
week. .

2. What ein did the firet apple commit?
It damned the first pear (pair.)

3. Why is a dirty tramp like flannel?

Because ne shrinks from washing.

4. How long onght a widow to weep?

Only for a second. ° )
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6. Why cannot you stop the Falls of
Niagara ?

Because dam ‘em you can’t.

6. What is the difference hetween tempt-
ation and Eternity ?

The one 18 a wile of the devil—the other
i® a devil of & whily?

7. Why was Ruth unkind to Boaz?

Recause she pulled his ears, and trod
upon his corn.

8. You may drink my fitst two syllables,
ent my third, and then snck the three
without hurting yourself.

Liquorice. 1 cuesa.

9. My second does my first, wad the
whole is the name of a biad.
Wagtail, of course.

Lie Rideau de ma Voisine.
ALIRED DE MUSNEL,

Le ridcau de »a voisne
S: osonle ¢ . tement.
Ele va, je I'im ine
P'rendre 1ar va moment.

On catr’ouvre la fencire :
Je sens moa cweur palpiter.
Elle veat savear peut-ctre
Sije suis & gueiter.

Mais, hulas ! ce plest quiun seve s
Ma voisine aiae un lourday,
Et c'est lc vent qui soulve
.2 coin de son 1 eau

Transiation of the foregoing lines.

My charmiug neighbor's curtain.
Is lifted up with care:

She’s coming, I feel certain,
To taste the evening air.

She wishes to discover

(Oh! how my heart doth beatl)
If I her dandy 'over
Am watching in the street.

Alas! I am mistaken,
She loves a country lout!
And, if her curtain’s shaken,
'Tis with the wind, no doubt.!

Positive, good ; comparative, bet ; super-
lative, better not.

‘Do you believe in the trapsmigration
o} soulg, Joe? ' - What's that sir 7"

* Why. for instance, vhat cow had n
prior existence in another form—perhaps
been a being ke myself.”

* 0. no doubt the cow’s been a calfl.”

~—Footpad—“1I want your watch.”
Cholly—*I-J-I haven’t a-any w-with
me.” Footpad—* Oh, I knew that. Gim-
me the ticket,”—Chicngo News Record.

The doctor hings up hiz stocking
With a gay and festive grace,

For he kaows that Christn:as teasting
Will briag him many a case.
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Tue Great ST. JAMEs STregT Bore

Loug—This water color don’t
exactly cleav., I-—

Jenkius--Some rattled pated Jay that |
didn’t know enough to get a filter, 1
supposu, painted it.

seem

“What a beautHul woinan Miss Bar-
cluy i8¢ By Jove, she Is 1 Venus,™ said
Hicks,

¢ Bosh ! ” retarned Mawson, * Louk
at, her arins ; they're so thin you can't
see ‘em.”

“That's all right, She's u Venus of
Milo,” explained Hicks.

A man Is satisfied to make a reputa-
tion for hiwsel?, but woman, bless her,
raats to make one for everybody in
the nelghborhood.

LIVED HAPPILY WITH 1US WIDOW.

THe following epituph is found in an
English churchyard: ¢ Here Hes J. S.,
who for 40 years lived in conjugal hap-
piness with his widow who survives
him.”

I.et u. be checrful while woe may,
Nor care nor trouble borcow ;
In short, be optiwmists to-day
And pessimists to-morrow,

Mrs. Yorick (excitedly)—If you keep
on like thisr much longer I shall lose
wmy temaper.

Mg, Velox (calmiyv—Don't {ret, dear.
A thing of that size is not casily lost.

One of the popular Christmas salu-
tutions will of course be the mistletoe
bough.

Mlss Ancient—Uere is & century plant
we prize very highly.

Flighty —Yes, yes; beautiful, charm-
fng. [ suppose you suised it from the
seedl,

EHa-Are these slippers for Carl?

Wianle—Yes.

Ella--\Why don't you

_initials on them ?

Winnie—Merey. it is & whole week be-
fore New Yeur's aad who knows who
I'l be eagaged to Ly that time.

ambroider his

Mrs, Fleeey-~Why doesu’t Mr. Downy
com* to church with you"

Mrs. Dowaey—-T would not have it,
my dear. Dowaey talks in his sleep.

Mauy a one who handles nn pen
Suffers lrom writers’ cramps.

1t comes of course because his work
Never brings him any stamps.

When Fondleigh asked of 1da Klein

If she would be his lifellung ‘¢ flame,”
She instantly replied to him

* You'll find my aaswer in my name.”

So dnll 2 chap was he alas!
Her meaaing lhe could not define
Uatil the nawe “ ¢ did repeat
And echo answoeed, “ L decline,”

Mrs. Hicks—Why, Mrs. Dix, how pale
you look!

Mrs, Dix—Yes, I've been having lots
of trouble with a boil.

Mrs. Bicks—~I'm so sorry!
your neck ?

Mrs, Dix—No, it was on my husband.

Was it on

Tallk about your transtormations!
We have seeit a square maa turn round,

Break, break, break

The dainty cups and plates,
But, Bridget, handle with care
The costly coal for the grates.

New York alfects to constder walking in
haste a sign of life, but it is no indica.
tion of progress in this city to see a lot
of men tearing up a street.

.

No man counts up his thousands without
weeing that they come to naught.

‘The poet soon will roar and sing,
With all the music of his soul,

O! any dear and preclous thing.:
“ It's worth its weight in coal.”

“‘Ihe devil
printed.”

“ ? " ? ”

** Because be is alwaye painted red.”

isn't as black .as he 18




SMILES
Mabel—Were the wedding gifts all dis-
played ?
Junot—Yes, all except the magnificont
casket of coal, the gift of the groom ; that
wag undcr' lock and key.

Mobley—i{a\'u you the time, old feltow ?

Qutlate—N-no; but I know from the way
wy head feels that I probably had last
night.

Jones—Has your wife good ideus about
Christmas shopping:?

James-—W(.-ll, from the size of the bills
I should say she has capital ideas.

—

Freit Dealer—These are the best russet
oranges; they are sw—

Mrs. Nenrich—Well I don't mind taking
a dozen if you 4vill put in the polish to
retouch them.

Ethel—What plain tastes Miss Migys has.
She is quite devoted to brown.

Helen—Well, I guess you wounld'nt have
thought so if you hnd seen her with Jones
last evening.

Jenks—-Watsoun, poor fellow, was robbed
again last night.

Palton—Was he held up on the street?

Jenks—No, it was at @ church bazaar.

~When the telephone girl broke her
cngagement she said it was n case of
* ring off.”

—* His fringes * is the _rreverent way
the street gamin refers to the man with
whrtskers.

—.A reward has been offered jor the
arrest of the Frankford poet who rhym-
ed minute with “in it

—Aun exquisite paper-weight designed
by a jewelry firm represents a slice of
{riest scrapple.

--A novel fanovation at a chrysanthe-
mum wedding is for the maid of honor
to wear a Japanese costume.

—-The hotel visitor who cloges the
registryb ook after looking at it incurs
tlic enmity of the clerk. It is an omen
of bad luck. .

.
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“Two HEARTS witTh BUT A SINGLE BreL."

-~
little niuny.”

Jack married a perfect
 Oh, not at all; she is
Why, I counted over 230
presents myself,”

hear

very gifted.

—4 pension agent doing business here
announces his methods as “ lightning.”
Doubtless he first dazles his customers
and then strikes them.,

Blobbs~—* Lifc i3 held very cheaply in
the Southwest, I hear.” Wigwag—
“ Yes; the penalty for murder is simply
a fow moments® suspease.”

—Overheard in Court: ** How many
years will he get 2" How long was
the Judge’s charge 2 *“ About an hour
and o hall,” ““Oh, he'll get about eight

years,”

—In onc of the latest novels the
herofne is said to have * blushed like
a Marechal Niel rose.”” A gynonymous
bit of description would have been ¢ she

turned as pink as a canary bird.”

—An elderly sprinster received a pre-
sent of a parrot a few weeks ago, and
named it William. The bird lald an
cgg a day or two ago, and its name
was changed at once,

—In a Puliman sleeper—Lady (ner-
vousiy)—* Porter, do you think my
things will be all safe herer” Porter
—<¢Deed I does, ma am: but maybe yo'
bettah look under de berf to make
sho '"—Chicago News Record.

—We neced bread more than we
kaead -doqgh.” suggests the—Cincinnatj
Enguirer.

7

Miss 8.—Ah, Mr. St. Jobn, you have been
out shooting. What sort of luck did you
have ? '

Mr. St. J.—Well, I scared up seven par-
tridges.

‘" How many did you shoot ?*

I didn’t bag any, of course, for I had
my suniping suit on, don't you know.”—
Toxas Siftings.

When this influenza weather
With its sneeses comes along,
Other people all together
Suffer less than queens of song.
—Detroit Tribune.

Some of our theatrical managers might
do well to bmulate the examgple of the
heavens in the matter of shooting stars.
—Bogston Transcript.

— g

Perthshire Missionary {(to poor and
motherless boy)—But why is your f{ather
not steady ? Boy (reflectively)—"Cause he's
zot & wudden leg.—~Dundee Courier.

~Paper bustles belong to the waist
basket.—* New Orleans Pickayune.

—Simple—*So Joues has moved to
Mudford Park, eh ? One of those Queen
Anue houses?” Cynie—" Yaas; one of
those houses~{Queen frout,
Mary Ann at the back.”—¢ The M.ilion.”

3 - 3
Aaldeé 2Wm

--I'nshion now decrees that the back
of the piano niust face the room. ‘this
ix to cnable the .assembled guests to

2xumine the falr singer's throat.—
“ New York Heruld.” .
¢ -1 like the kind of purse well
cnough; but why do you call it a
natural purse ?” ‘¢ Because, like nature,
it abhors a vacuum.”—* Paris Gau-
lojs.”

——

Thou art so like a flower,
So pure and fair and kiad,
1 gaze on thee, and sorrow
‘Then in my beart I find.

It seems as though I must Jay tben
1 My haod upon thy brow,
Praying that God may preserve thee

As pure and fair as?now. .
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It kas bLewn discovered that wine will
Eill the bacilli of cholera in i few minutes
Tbix discovery will probably stagier o
great many.

“ Have you ever seen your poems ap-
pear 2 And he shuddered that she shonld
ask ft.,

“ Yes,
they

very often,” he [mcekly =ald:

come out in the waste ha<het.”

New Cook—* I'm told the missus wants
things in th’ high-toned. fashlonable style.
Sure, I'm ofrald, I won't sult, for it's only
plain cookn’ I've done.” Qld Cook—* It’s
alsy cnough. Make {verything tast lJoike
romething flee.”

Martin—aw well Miss Greenhough keeps
her age.

Mra, Grinder—\Why, of course; nothing
would induce her to give it away.

—* What i8 it the French call a man
who s foud of the good things of life.
a oot table and all that?” A good
table, a goo dtable? Why, it is just
at the top of my tongue., A—a—o0h, o
tablean.”—Pick Me Up.

—Mrs. Dix—*‘“ What i3 it a sign of to
have Yhe family cat howl outside at
:ught 2 Dix—* Of a death in the family
~if the man i3 a good shot.”—Frank
leslie’'s Weekly,

—He—"I love you,; wlill you marry
She (haughtily)—‘ You forget
“1 have to; I'm poor.”

me 2
vourself, sir.”
—IL.ife.

—A Matter of Doubt—*Ig that man
there a sculptor or a surgeon??’ “1
don’t know. Why?*  “I heard him
say he had been doing a football player
in plaster.”—Indianapolis Journal.

+ Grocex-I am sorry, but our butter is
just out. Landlady—Well, if it’s as strong
as the last I got I don’t see that it needs
any exercise.
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“My Sweetheart when a Boy,” and “My Sweetheart when a Man.”

MASTERING THE LANGUAGE.

{At table,)

Hostess—Baron, will you take some
fliberte ?

Distinguished Guest = adying 3axon)
--Non, merci, Madame; to-day ( am
vot you say In Lngleesh, off my nut.

——em—

A SOURCE O REGRET,
Now, when your joy should be increased,
It’s very far from pleasant
‘fo {ind the man you think of least
Has eent the nicest present.
The Phllosophier.

A LECTURER'S BAD BREAK.

A Lecturer on optles, 1n esplaining
the mechanism of the organ of vision,
remarked: *Let any maua gaze closely
into his wife’s eye, and he will see him
sell looking 80 exceedingly small
that—'* Here the lecturer’s voice was
drowned by the shouts of laughter and
applause which greeted his unscientific
remark,

——

Let us all be up and doing

All day long till set of sun,

For it's pretty safc to promise,
It you don't do, you'll get done.

— ——

Ere long the wind will whistle,

Rut let us still be gay,

B v it ean not whibtle * Comrides >
Or ¢ Ta-ra-ra-hoom-de:ay.” .. . «

A SPRINKLE OF SPICE.

“I know my feet are to stand on,”
said a crabbed individual {n acrowded
electrlc car to his neighbor, ‘ but it
it 18 just the same to you I would like
that privilege for mysel! exclusively.
Will you please get down on the
tloor? "

- ——

Featherstone—What did you leave
your suburban bourding place for? 1
thought your landlady was going to
be like n mother to you.

Ringway—She wus, She wanted me

to sleep in a cradle.

Coal dealers are not looked upon as
weather prophets. but in muny.\\'olghs
they will make most of the change in
this climate.

Any tramp s enough of an artist to
object always to wood cuts,

It should never be called pin-money.
for it has an i1gly trick when placed
insid> our pocket-book to never stick.

It is snid that the baug must go,
It no more o'er foreheads will droop.
But w2 ardently, caraestly pray
Tant 1t will be saved from the soup.

Four leaf clovers now grow thn,
And no longer sung In hatlads,
Tor now it {# the latest fad

To mix them up in salails,

9
SING A SONG OF CHRISTMAS,

Sing a song of Christmus,

Pockets full of gold ;

Plume aud cdke for Polly's stocking,
More than it can hold.

Pudding {n the greal pot,
Turkey on the upit,

Merry faces ‘round the five,
Sorrow? Not a bit!

————

A New York paper announces that
a hotel 1o that city is to * be enlargea
by reducing the size of its imntense
rooms,”

She~Ro u sinecurc is a position fn
which 8 persoa gets the salary another
earns, -

He—Presisely, m, love. .

She—That's the klad of job 1 want.

He~You have tt, dearest.

—e

THOUGHTFUL BOYS MAKE
THOUGHTRFUL: MEN.
(By J. M. Barrle.)

Urquhart is o boy who lives in fear
that his fricnds and relations will send
him the wrong birthday presents, Before
bis birthday came around this year,
he dropped them pretty broad hints as
{0 the kind of a gitt he would prefer,
supposing they meant to remember the
occasion. He worked his people differ-
ently, accortling to the relationship that
existed between him and them. Thus
to his mother Le simply wrote, “ A
fishing-ro?? is what I want;” but to
an uncle, from whom there was unly the
possibility of the present, he said, “ By
the way, nest Mouday week is my birth.
day, and my mother Is going to send
me a tishing-rod, Wouldnt it be jolly
rot if any other body sent me a fishing-
rod ?—Your aflectionate and studious
nephew, Thomas Urgquhart.” To an
clderly lady, with whom he had once
spent part of his summer holldn;'. e
wrote, * By-the-bye (he always came
to the point with by-the-bye), ‘ next
Monday week is my birthday. I am
wondering if angbody will send me a
cake ke the ones you bake 80 beauti-
fully.”

That lady should, of course, figur.
atively have punched Uraubart’s head.
but his communication charmed her.
She did not, however, send him n énke.
He had a letter from her in a fow days,
in which, without referrinig to his in-
shhuating remarks about his birthday
and her cakes, she expressed a hope
that he was working hard. Urgauhart
thought this very promising,. and .sent
it reply that undid him. “ I am sweat-
ing,”” he said, ““no end; and I think
there is' 20 pleasure like perusing Looks,
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TWhen the other chaps go away o play,
I stay at the school aud peruge books,"”
Alter that Urqubart counted the old
ludy amoug his certainties, and so she
was, after a manuner. Oa his birthday
he received a gift from her, and also
2 letter, tn which she said that her
otrigiuul intention hud been 10 send him
a cake. *‘* But your nice letter,” sht
went on, *‘in which you say you are
fond of reading, reminds me that you
are getting to be u big boy, s0 I end you
4 book Iustead,” Drquliart anxiously
undid the brown paper in which the
book was wrapped. It was a volume
of mild bijographics, cutitied, ** Thought-
ful Boys Make Thouglhtful men.”
From its {irst appearance awmong us,
this book caused a certain umount of
illfeeling. .I lcarned by accident that
CUrculart, oa the strength of the lady’s
letter, had stated for a fact to his com-
rades that she was going to send him
a cake, He buad ulso taken Flaning
Secundus to a pustry-cook's in  the
vicinity of the school, and usked him
to turn his eyes upon a cike which had
the place of honor in the centre ol the
window., Secundus admitted with
sigh that it was a beauty. Without
comment Urquhart led him to our local
confectioner’s apd pointed out anotiher
cake, Secundus again pussed favoruble
criticism, the words he used, I have
reason to beiieve, being °Ol, Crikey '™
By tlis time Urqubart huad exhausted
th¢ shops of un interesting kind o our
neighborhood, and he and his com-
panion returned to the school. For a
time Urcuhart said nothing, but at
last broke the silence. ** You saw yon
two cakes 2 he usked Sccundus, who
replicd, with a smack of his lips, in the
affirmative. * Then iet me tell you,™
said Urquliart, solemuly, * that the two
of them rollcd together don’t come
within five miles of the cake I'm 2o get
on my birthday.” Tremendous news
like this spreads through a school like
sutoke, aad Urquhart was courted as
e bad never been bejore., One of the
mosi pitiful cases of toadyism known
to me was witnessed that very day in
the foot-ball field. 1 was pluyiag i «
school match on thr swane side as Grqu-
hart and a boy callcd Cocky Jonuvs by
bis associates becuuse of his subliie jm
pertinence to his master. While Urqu-
hart was playiag his sboclace became
100svacd, aid he stouped to tie it. i say,
Urqubhart,” cried Cocky, **let me do
that for youl” It will thus Le seen,
tuking one thing with another, that
Urquhart's confidence in the old lady
had raised high heopes. *ls this the
day Urquhiart gets his cake 2°° the * {cl-
lowse > asked cach other. Consider their
indignation when he gZot, insatead,
* Tuhoughtful Boys Make Thoughtiul
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Men,” Sccundus refused to speak to
him ; Williamson, Green, Robbins, Tosh
and others scowled as §f he had stolen
their cake; Cocky Jones kicked him
aund bolted. .

The boy who felt the disappolntment
most was, however, Urqubart himself,
He has never been a shining light in
his clays, but that day he stumbled
over the Lintia grammar at every step.
From nine to ten he was quiet and
sullen, like one fclied by the dblow. Itis,
I believe, notorious that in a Iair fight
Cocky Jonos could aot stand up Dbe-
fore Trquhart for a moment; yet, when
Cocky kicked, Urquliart did not pursuc
him. Between tea and eleven, Urqu-
hart had a cyaical countenance, which
iinplicd that his faith in humanity was
gone. By twelve he looked fierce, as
it h¢ meant to twrite his beaefactress,
and give her a picee of his mind, Isaw
him during the dianer-hour in hot con-
troversy with Greeu aod Tesh, who
were evidently saying that he had de-
ceived them. From this time he was
puguacious, like one determined to have
it out with romebody, and as hie can use

his fists, this mood made his compan.

ions more respectfui,  Fleming Sccun-
dus .o his particylar chum, and alter
tne {irst bitterncss of disappointment.
Secundus returned to his allegindee, He
offered to mark Cocky Jones' face, 1
fancy, for I saw him in full pursuit of
Cocky In the playground, Hu\'in'g made
it up, he and Urquhart then sdiscussed
the matter culmly ia o corner, They
had several schemes before them. One
wis to send tiie book back, saying that
Urquhart had already & copy of it.

* But, 1 haven't,” said Grquhart.

* Williamson has read it, thouxh,™
~aid Secundus, as if that was much the
same thing,

* But though we d¢id send i back,”
trquli’ rt remonstrated, *° the chances
arc ‘aat she would send me another
book in its place.”

Bis faith, you sce, bad quite goue.

**You could tell her you had got suclh
a2 lot of books that you would prefer
a cake for a change?”

Urqubart anfd that would U putting
it too plain.

* Well, then,” said Secundus, *cven
thiough she did send you another book,
it would perhaps be o better one than
that, Tell her to sead * The Loy Cru
saes.! 1 baven't read it.”

=3 have, though,” said Urgulart.

= Well, shc could send ° The Prairic
fiunters.” ™ )

< She’s nol that kind,” said Urqu-
uart.,  *It's aivays these lLmproviag
bocks she buys.”

Uliimately the two boys agreed upon
a line of action which waov. hardly what
the reader might expect.  Urqubart

wrote lottere of thanks to all those who
had remembered his birthdsey, and to
the old lady the letter which passed
through my huauds read as follows:

* Dear Misg——:

1 sit dawn to thaak you very {aith-
fully jor your favor, namely, the book
entitled  ‘Thougbtiul Boys Make
Thoughtful Mcn.! 1t i{s a jolly book,
and I lke it no Uetter than a cake,
which would eoon be ate up. and then
notliing to show for it. 1 aat reading
your beautiful present regular, aund hop-
fug it wili make me a thoughtlul Loy
50 ad I may be a thoughtful mnan, no
more at present,

I am, Dear Misg—,
Your very sincere iriwnd,
Thomas UGrauhart.”

Our boys generally end up their letters
in some such way as that, it veing a
method of making their cpistles cover
a littic more paper. As 1 feared;’ Ur-
quhart’s Ietter was merely diplomatic.
He had not come round to the opinion
that after all a book was better than
the cake, but he had scen the point of
Fleming's sudden suggestion, that the
. »lan would be to ¢ keep in* with
his benefactress. Secundus had shown
that if- Miss M—— was bothered about
this year's present, she woald be less
likely -to send anything next year, and
this sank into Urquhart’s mind. Hence
the tone of his letter of thaaks,

It remains to follow the inglorious
carcer of this copy of * Thoughtiul
Bors make Thoughtful Men.” First,
Urquhart was openly contemptuois of
it, and there secmed a probability of
its only being used as 2 miassile. Soon,
however, hc dropped hints that it was
a desply  interesting story, following
these hints up with the remark that
lic was open to offers, He and Fleming
Scecundus had quite a tiff about it,
though they are agnin good fricuds.
Scundus, it appears, nad gone the
lengtl of sayving that it was worth a
=hiillng, and had taken it to his bLed
tu make sure of this. Urquhart con-
sutered it as good as Lought, but See-
undus returged it to him next day.
Examination of the LOOk rouscd the
suspicions of Urquiart, who charged
Secundus with having read it by peep-
irg botween the pages, which, to cn-
haner its commercinl value nad re-
mained uncut. This Sccundas Jdenied,
but he had left the mark of hls thumd
on ii. Eventually the book was par-
chiaseil by Ceoky Jones, but uot with-
out a row. Cocky went up to Urqgu-
bart ome day and aell out a sbilling,
saying that he would give it for
* Thoughtjul Boys Make Thoughtini
Nien.” Tke owncer swauted to take the
sLilliug at once, ausd give up -he book
Inter in the day, but Cocky insisted on
it« belng put into his tands jrmmed-
jatels. That Jones should b~ anxlous

!

7
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- Special City Agent,

to become the poussessor of an improv-
ing Look surprised Urquhar:z, but in
hiz baste to make sure of ih: shillicg,
he handed over -~ ‘Though-fal Boys
Makc Thoughtful Mu:n.” Wiutnin an
hour of the striking of this hargnitt a
rumor reached Urguhart’s catg that
Cocky. had.resold the work for one and
shapeuce.  Inquirics were iustijuted,
whick led to a discovery. At oar
sclrool there is a youth cale:d Duky
Jenkinson, who, though nout caactdy a
thorghiful boy, has occasionat asp:ra-
tiony in that dircctica. Bejug lor the
moweat wealthy, Jenkinson Lad re-
marked, in the prescuce of Cocky, that
on~ and sixepence wouid unt be 100
much to give for Lrquhart’s copy of
“Thoughtful Boys Make Thougliful
Nen.” Feeling his way sauiiously,
Cocky asked whether he meant that
ihe book would be cheap at one and

shapence to anybods who wanted it, or

whether he (Dicky; was wiilisg and
ab}: to expend tbat sum oun -it. Thus
bvrought to bay, Jenkinson solemaly de-
clared that he meant to make Urqa-
hart an offer that vay day. Cocky

‘*rc:uly to lead him an ear.
however, stipulated that hie >nould get

made off to think this matser over,
for he was aware lhat the book had
been already offaed to Fleming Secun-
dus for a shiiling. He saw that by
taking promptl action he might «lear
sixpenc> hefore  bedtime. Uufortun-
ately, he was not able to buy the ook
from Trquhart, for he was destitute
of means, and he knetw it wouild be miere
{folly to ask Urqubart for «rodit. In
these painful clrcumstances e took
Robbins into his confldence. At first
he merely asked Robbins to lend him
a shilling and RobLbins winerely replicd
tbal he would do no such :ng.  To
show-that the money would be meturacd
prompily, Cocky then made a cleaa
Ureast of ity after which Roubins was
Robhbdins,

hall of the spoile.

Cocky, ns has becn scen, zot the
book from UTrquhart, but whan it came
to the polnt, Jenkinson was rcluctant
to part with the one and sisqénee. In
this extremity Cocky appcalcd to Rob-
bima, who ot once got hold of Dicky and
threatened to slavghter bim it ke did

not keep to his bargain. Thus f{right-
ened, Jenkinson bought the book.

On hearing of thjs, Trqubart consider-
e that he had beea swindled, and set

-off in quest of Cocky. That boy was

not to be found, however, until his
threepence had disappeared in tarts. I
got to know of thls ailair through Rob-
bins, buacking up of Cocky,.and telling
Trquhart that nobody was afraid of
hini. A ring was immediately formed
round Urquhart and Robbins, which I
had the pleasurce of breaking ap.

finex I sut down to write the ad-
ventures of ¢ Thoughtful Boys Make
Thoughtful Men,” I huve looked throngh
the book. Jeskinson read several chap-
ters of it, then offered {t for next to
nothing to anybody who had a fancy
for being thoughtinl, As no bidder was
forthicoming, he in the end lost heart
and presented it to the school library.
A geatlemon who visited us lately, and
looked threagh the ilibrary, pleked it
up, and said that he was delighted to
observe that the boys kept their books
clean, Yet not g0 long ago he was o
boy at our school himself,



1z ¢THE ENTIDOTE»

EVERPOOL & LONDON & GLOBE INS. CO.

..........

gg{u‘fﬁ DA :gg“?r Ao e, cty-Cha.l
h . TIRAD.
CANADIAN BOARD WENTWORTH J. BUCHANRN,
OF DIRECTORS: ANDREW FREDERICK GAULT,

SAMUEL FINLEY,
IR ALEX. T. CALT. B.CMG

Amount Invested in Canada,

- . - $ 1,350,000
Capital and Assets, - e e e ... 35

53,211,365

MERCANTILE Risks accepted at lowest current rates. Churches,
LA Dwelling Houses and Farm Properties insured at reduced rates,

8pecial atteation given to spplications made
direct to the Montreal Office.

G. F. C. SMITH, - - - . - Chief Agent for the Dominion.

PH(ENIX FIRE INSURANCE COY,

LONDON.
EsTaBLisMED 13 1782, Caxavian Baanci Estastranzp 1w ghos.

No. 35 St. Francois Xavier Street.

PATERSON & SON, Agents for the Dominion

CITY AGENTS :
E. A. WHITEHEAD & CO.,, . . .
RAYMOND & MONDEAU, - e .

English Department.
French 4

PH(ENIX INSURANCE COMPANY
OF HARTFORD, CONN.
FIRE INSURANCE. | ESTABLISHED 18s4.
Cash Capitz. . $2,000,000.

Canapa Brawcm,
HBEAD OFFICE, . 114 ST. JAMES STREET, .
GERALD E. HART. General Manzger,

A Share «f your Fire lasuraoce is solicitad for this relishle and wealthy
LA Company, resowned for i1ts prompt and liberal settlement of claims.

CYRILLE LAURIN,
G. MAITLAND s.\u'm.f Moatrea! Agests

MONTREAL.

N ORTHERN ASSURANCE COMPY
OF LONDON, ENG.
BrANCH OFFICE FOR CANADA:

1724 NOTRE DAME ST, - - - MoNTREAL.
INCOME AND FUNDS (18¢0),
Capital and Accumnlated Fuods............cooeeenn.... $34.875,000
Annval Revenue from Fire and Life Premiums, and from
_Interest upon Invested Funds........euuveunnn.... $,240,000
Deposited with the Dominion Government for security of
Canadian Policy Holders..couvuuuenieeennennnnns 200,000

ROBERT W. TYRE. -

1

MANAGER FOR CaNADA

This Srace . ...

N ATIONAL ASSURANCE COMPANY
OF IRELAND.
e & INCORFORATED 1823, « o o
Capital. .. . i iiiiiieiiieiiee cierareienaens $5,000,000
Total Funds in handexceed......... . ....co.. 1,700,000
Fire Income exceeds..... ....c. teiiiiniiinnen. 1,200,000

CANADIAN BRANCH, 79 ST. FRrAncols XAvizR STrReT,
MONTREAL.

MATTHEW C. HINSHAW, Chicf Agent.

To LET.

TLAS ASSURANCE COMPANY. . .

OF LONDON, ENG. . . .

FOUNDED i8el.

e P $6,000,000
Fire Fundsexceed .. vvveeeiiiinniininnnennas ouen 1,500,000
Fire Income exceeds. . cvveeivnnene oo cecnnne o 2,200,000

CANADIAN BRANCH.
79 ST. FRANCOIS XAVIER STREET, MONTREAL.

MATTHEW C. HINSHAW,
BRANCH MANAGER.

ALLIANCE ASSURANCE COMPANY.

ESTABLISHED IN 182
HEAD OFFICE, BARTHOLOMEW LANE, LONDON, Exc.

Subscribed  Capital, - - =«  $25,000,000
Paid-up and Invested, - - - 2,750,000
Total Funds, - - - - 17,500,000
RIGHT HON. LORD ROTHSCHILD, ROBERT LEWIS, Esg.,
Chairman, Chief Secretary.
N. B.~This Cumpany hawminz ransured the Casadian bunness of the R

Canadian Insurance emny, assumnes all Habidity under existing policies of that
Cempany as a2 1he 132 of March, 1892,
Branch Ofee in Oanzda ; 157 St. Jamaes Strest, Montreal
G, H. NcHENRY, Maoager for Carada,

(M UARDIAN FIRE AND LIFE
Assurance Company, of England
WITK WHICR 13 AMALGAMATED

THE CITIZENS INSURANCE COM'Y OF CANAJvV

Hszap Ovricz rox Caxapa:
Guardian Assurance Bwilding,
MONTREAL.

181 St. James Stree

E. P. HEATON, Mazager. G. A. RDBERTS, Sub-Naspager

D. DENNE, i, W. RAPHARL sad CAPT. JOHN LAWRENCE,



